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in the community is responsible and that the responsibility of this Gov- 
ernment arises only where the case becomes too great, first for the mu- 
nicipality and then for the State, so that it reaches the National Gov- 
ernment finally; so believing, I shall vote against this amendment 
consistently, because I have ever so voted in this body and I have ever 
so spoken in this body. I shall vote against this amendment, not be- 
cause I am not in favor of the principle it enunciates, but because it 
ought not to be adopted in national legislation. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I am not very much prepossessed 
in favor of the proposition that Congress has the constitutional power 
to pass this bill, because I think that the bill presents a serious ques- 
tion touching the civil rights of individuals that have been heretofore 
left by the common law and by the spirit of our institutions to be con- 
trolled by the agreements of the men who are concerned. The power 
of making a contract is one of the rights of every individual in this 
land, which I think is about as sacred as any other that can be men- 
ti 


But whatever may be the power of Congress under the Constitution 
in regard to the control of the matters included in this bill, there can 
be no doubt at all of the right of Congress, and I think there can be no 
doubt either as to its duty, to lend its hand for the purpose of repress- 
ing crime in the United States when that crime relates to matters with 
which the Federal Government has a just and proper constitutional 
connection. To illustrate, we issue all the money in this country, we 
coin money, and issue bills of credit of every kind that circulate as 
money among the people. There can not be any doubt that for the 
counterfeiting of apy bond, or bill, or coin that we put out as money or 
as a national obligation the Government of the United States has the 
right to punish for such counterfeiting. There is no doubt either that 
the government of each State in the American Union 





Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator from Alabama allow me to makea 


there? 
Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 


Mr. GEORGE. There is an express grant in the Constitutionof the 


wer to Congress to punish the counterfeiting of the coin of the United 


tates. ° 
Mr. MORGAN. Thereis no question of that. There isan expressed 


t, not an implied %rant at all; still there are other things that we 
which are not included in express grants, which are quite as im- 
portant as that. 


But I was about to state that, notwithstanding the Government of 


the United States has the right and duty resting upon it by express 
grant in the Constitution to punish counterfeiting, still it is the right 
and the duty of every State in the American Union to punish counter- 
feiting of the United States coin; and I do not believe there is a statute- 
book of any State or Terri that has not got upon it highly penal 
acts for the purpose of ishing that same offense when committed 
within aState. A man may be oe the United States courts 
of counterfeiting a silver dollar and be punished, and youcan take him 
to a State court and convict him and punish him for the identical same 
act, one offense being against the State law and the other against the 
United States law, and yet the State has no right to coin money. 
Now, take the ae of selling whisky without a license. We 
authorize under the laws of the United States the selling of whiaky 
under license, whether by retail or by wholesale, and we punish with 
severe ee re a the United States any- 
— State, Territory, or District, in selling whisk 
without alicense, yetafter theman is indicted, tried, and paentates 
into the States, and if you find there laws 
wholesale or retail without a license 
under the State laws for thesame act. After con- 
a man for selling whisky contrary to law in a United States 
can carry him into a State court and convict him of selling 
bottle or the same quart of whisky, because it is a violation 


State 

States in this and a number of other cases I might refer to, such 
ag Se ain in- 
mail-rider is going t the 
a robber seizes the boy, it may be, and his 
open and robs money from them. That man 
to indictment and punishment and in some of the States to 
execution for having violated the State law in committing that 
the of thatindividual. Clearly he is liable also for 
the States mail under the United States law; and, 
about to observe, are many instances where the States 
it to be their to tain and support the Federal au- 
borders strong laws for the pun- 

eee = eae oa. 
States have laws punish tearing up of a 
that punish a conspiracy to stop a train from running, 
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other of the number of statutes that really exist upon the 
ofthe States for the ion of State commerce. 
That is all well enough. That has its and its purpose—to pro- 


teet commerce within the State. The United States would have no 
right to interfere in case of that kind, because the railroad was also em- 





‘ = 








_—————— ES et 


ployed in interstate commerce, to prevent the State from punishing such 
offenses. But, could it not, as in the cases I have referred to, punish 


the same person for the same criminal act? 

This amendment certainly is predicated upon the idea that the com- 
merce or the mails to be transported must be interstate commerce or 
foreign commerce, or must be United States mails. And having the 
power in this bill, as you say, to regulate commerce, certainly having 
the power, whether it is expressed in this bill or not, to prevent any ob- 
struction of commerce, we assert our right and our duty of preventing 
conspiracies which have for their purpose the stoppage of the traas- 
portation of mails, troops, munitions of war, and the like, and the trans- 
portation of commerce between the States. 

The honorable Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] thought that no 
lawyer in the United States would dare to assert in the presence of 
what he said was his opinion that the Government of the United Statas 
might punish this offense. 

Why, Mr. President, a plainer proposition was never stated on the floor 
of the American Senate than that if we have the right tocontrol foreign 
commerce we are the only power perhaps that has the right to punish 
crimes against it, crimes committed by men who obstruct its passage 
inward or out from the country. Congress has that power, and so it 
must be in respect to the interstate commerce. But suppose that the 
States also choose to do in the case of the obstruction of commerce what 
they have done forthe protection of the national currency, for the pro- 
tection of postal service, and for the protection of various other matters 
that I could refer to, can not the States, notwithstanding we have the 
power and jurisdiction to punish it ourselves, come in with their crim- 
inal laws and punish it also? Surely they can do this for the protec- 
tion of commerce within the States. It is one of the cases where the 
exertion of the power by one government does not exclude its exertion 
by the other, because the offense is different against each government. 
It is the same act, but a distinct and different offense. 

Now, sir, I would not have thought about wasting one moment upon 
an argument of this kind in the presence of the body of lawyers here 
assembled but for the rashness of the Senator from Missouri in making 
theassertion he did a moment ago, for it can not be anything else, that 
the Congress of the United States has no right to punish offenses against 
the postal service, because larceny and robbery and obstruction of the 
public highways and the like are punishable by the States, and that in 
the teeth of the history of our legislative experience since the Govern- 
ment of the United States was founded. That is my answer to that 
proposition. 

The Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER] thinks that the States 
ought to control this matter themselves, because he doubts very much 
the constitutional power of the Government of the United States to pro- 
tect interstate commerce against raids and conspiracies by persons who 
are assembled within the States for that object. Well, Mr. President, 
I think the Senator from Colorado is supporting this bill. It would be 
indeed a solecism to assert, as he must, that the Congress of the United 
States has the power to make and control and fashion the contracts be- 
tween the shipper and his bailce, to regulate the terms and conditions 
upon which freight shall be delivered, shall be hauled from State to 
State, and the price at which it shall be done; to prohibit a private 
agreement between a railroad company and a shipper in California for 
a certain rate for the transportation of material to the Atlantic seaboard; 
to interfere in all the numerous ways and by all the numerous devices 
which are presented in this bill with the civil rights of private individ- 
uals, and yet that Congress has not the power to punish men who ob- 
struct commerce. This would be equivalent to the assertion that Con- 
gress can control the personal rights of the people, but can not preserve 
their public rights, or the public peace, the public welfare, or the free- 
dom of interstate commerce. 

It appears to me that Congress must either protect the general pub- 
lic in the transmission of commerce between the States and foreign 
countries or admit that they are afraid to do it. It is not for me to say 
whom they are afraid of; but, Mr. President, if there was a combination 
between railroad companies to prevent commerce from going freely be- 
tween the States, you would see in a minute where the ax would fall 
and how heavily it would come down upon the necks of the offenders. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Quorum pars magnus. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have only one appeal to make to the Senate about 
this matter, and that is, when you are exercising the power to regu- 
late commerce, as I am afraid you are doing it contrary to the Consti- 
tution of the United States so far as it interferes with the rights of 
private citizens, while you are engaged in this work ostensibly to make 
commerce free and so protect it, do not stop until you have removed 
those difficulties which have risen up in all the different parts of our 
country to shame the power and majesty of the Jaw upon occasions so 
frequent that they lead to alarm, and where the conduct has been so 
gross that I could scarcely desire to have these stories repeated on the 
floor of the Senate. We know what these occasions have been. We 
have been confronted with them in almost every State and Territory 
of this Union. But, sir, we know also the power of the men concerned 
in it; and whether we stop or whether we go on will depend, I think, 
not upon our respect for the peace and welfare of this country, but upon 
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our respect for the power of the votes that are supposed to be under 
the control of men thus combined to obstruct commerce. 

I will not hesitate, timid as I may be, about such matters, desirous 
as I am to escape criticism, objection, and dissent from any of my friends 
in the Senate of the United States; I cannot forbear to press this amend- 
ment without doing injustice, as I think, to myself. Other Senators 


can act for themse)ves, but so far as I am concerned I feel it to be my 
duty toe bring forward this amendment and to insist on its adoption. 

While I am on my feet, Mr. President, I will submit a few observa- 
tions in regard to the general character of this bill as it impresses me, 
in order to explain why it is that I insist that we have the constitu- 
tional power to adopt the amendment I offer. It may be very doubt- 
ful whether we have the constitutional power to do all that we have 
been attempting to do in the bill that is before the Senate. I do not 
propose to attempt an analysis or general discussion of the bill, but only 
to state a few difficulties that have occurred to my mind in connection 
with this subject, and to show that our power to protect commerce by 
criminal laws is clear, whatever may be our power to regulate it. 

Mr. TELLER. I ask the Senator to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes. 

Mr. TELLER. I only desire to say in regard to the Senator’s allu- 
sion to me, that I did not state that there was no constitutional power 
in the Government to do perhaps what issu I said or intended 
to say that the whole subject was one of the doubtfal exercise of power, 
but that if the national Legislature had the right to pass such a bill, 
it would seem to follow that they might have some means of protect- 
ing and executing the bill, but that I denied the general policy, the 
propriety of putting this on such a bill, because it was taking from the 
States what | think is their first duty, thatis, the maintenance of peace 
within their borders. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr, President, the fact that fifty men were killed 
the other night in Chicago, fifty killed and wounded perhaps in Saint 
Louis, fifty killed elsewhere, and that then all was quiet does not prove 
that the States are maintaining the in regard to this matter. It 
proves merely that men are to slaughter, and after they have 
satiated themselves with blood that they become peaceful from reac- 


tion. 

Mr. TELLER. I should like toask the Senator from Alabama if he 
believes the condition of affairs would have been otherwise in Chicago 
if the power to punish had rested exclusively with the United States. 

Mr. MORGAN. I believe that the power of prevention is worth a 
great deal more than the power of punishment. What I think we 
ought to do in respect to all these matters, if we can, is to prevent the 
commission of crime, prevent the combination of men to commit crime, 
and punish those whe unlawfully and unite with each other 
for this purpose. When they find that the conspiracy is punishab’ 
with some severity they will abstain from entering into these combina- 
tions, and we shall thus be saved the effusion of blood. I do not care 
to appeal to “‘the bloody assize’’ of the armed with the 
sword and the pistol when I can go to a court, have a man arrested for 
@ conspi or a criminal combination, and have him tried and pun- 
ished if he is guilty of it. It is so much a better remedy, it issomuch 
more in accordance with the spirit of humanity to check men who are 
about to commit crime than it is to thunder down upon them volleys 
from Gatling guns after they have been wrought up to a pitch of fury 
from drunkenness, or by licentious speeches, or in any other way; it is 
so much more in accordance with my ideas of proper government to re- 
sort to the preventive powers of the law, that I can not abstain from 
asking the Congress of the United States to confer this power upon the 
Federal courts. It can dono harm. If it does no harm in the States 
to enact laws to prevent such combinations and conspiracies, it can do 
no harm to add also the power and strength of the Federal Government 
in the same direction. act that I propose is an innocent act in it- | dealings 
self. It looks to peace; it looks to the public welfare; it looks to the 
security of private property and of life. 

Now, sir, whyshould wediscard it? Why is it that we are here legis- 
lating to control these railroads unless we areacting upon the admitted 
proposition that the State powers are insufficient for 


corpora 
States in their slack manner of dealing with these corporations 
mitted them to ride down State authority and State laws and to make 
combinations which reach from the great seaports on the Atlantic coast 
to those of the Pacific coast, so that railroads chartered in many States 
are united under one control and one government and become virtually 
aon’ SS From that ven by 
t States to the usurpation of authority and power by these 
ferent railroads has grown w Pe aeaeie Oenistiey tonal to check, 
wiser men than I am say it utely necessary in order to check it 
See eee 
e are here legislating to-da. nt the Sats either have not got the 
subject upon the sole reason that the the 
to control it or that they refuse to 
assigned why Congress is engaged in 
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If that is necessary in respect to the protection of the civil ilies 
parties concerned in railroad t tion, why is it mot equally so 
in reference to the prevention of the crimes which the States have 
dealt with so ineffectually and will deal with so ineffectually as that 
they can not repress the commission of grave crimes against the freedom 
of commerce and the peace of the ———o- country. 

Suppose a combination exists in Baltimore, in Harrisburg, in Wash- 
ington city between a thousand men, or two or three thousand men, 
to prevent by threats or intimidation or by the mildest form of oppo- 
sition that can be offered, not including absolute violence to persons, 
the transmission of commerce between these cities. These men do not 
want any commerce; they do not want any trains to run; they have 
reasons of their own for this. They may be working in the interest of 
some rival city that wants to build itself up at their expense. They 
may be working in the inttrest of some secret o ization or order 
that does not intend that curtain men shall work railroads unless they 
permit them to doit. They may be working in the interest of some 
combination of men who usurp to themselves the authority to contro] 
all commerce, all power political and judicial in the country, until they 
give their own consent that matters may be conducted according to 
their own wishes. Now, here is the combination. How are you going 
to prevent it in the State of Maryland? A thousand of these men re- 
side in Pennsylvania, a thousand of them in Maryland, and a » thousand 
of them in the District-of Columbia. 

When you come to the District of Columbia -to punish conspiracy, 
perhaps you find no law at all upon your statute-books punishing any 
conspiracy of the kind, so that the man who is here and conspires with 
these men by letter or telegraph in these other places, though guilty of 
conspiracy under the laws of some of these States, is not guilty here. 
How is the State of Maryland going to punish a man in the District of 
Columbia or in the Stateof Pennsylvania? How are you going to get 
hold of him? Howare you going to bring him within the Maryland 
jurisdiction? Is that not a clear case of an inefficient remedy growing 
out of the fact thata separate organization with te judicial power 
is found in these different localities? In this District the United States 
have exclusive jurisdiction, and the other two States are also separate 

jurisdictions. 

Will any lawyer say that, for the purpose of "protecting the general 
commerce of the United States between the States and with foreign 
countries, such a state of law is adequate to prevent obstructions to 
the transmission of passengers or freight back and forth from the sea- 
board to the interior? No, sir; the law is sadly, lily defective, 
and I must confess that if surprises me no little w the occasion is 
presented so prominently in the mass of testimony that surrounds us 
and in all the arguments which have been made in support of this bil!, 
ize that there is an immediate necessity 
for adding a clause like this and perhaps another one to this bill. 

I wish now to say a few words in regard to one other feature of this 
bill. The that Congress is seeking to exert in the passage of 
this bill can only be made effectual through the judgment of some 
Federal court. No provision of the bill is self-executing, and none of 
them call to the assistance of the executive power of the 
United States for a enforcement. The rights that are affected and 
the duties im this act upon the railroad companies are all of 
that class Eiacereetoes come within the authority and 
——s soa abe judicial pewer of the United States. 

these 


SS the railroad companies, it still can not enforce them in 
degree except through the assistance of the courts, so that in 
considering the several provisions of this bill we must endeavor to u1- 
derstand, in ee compel the courts to do in their 


duties that we are attempting to prescribe 
SE ee eee eee to 


that it has 
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viduals. The courts 

the actof the 
; power in such cases to cre- 
by declaring or to destroy rights that are vested in one 


i ne Ue 
courts protect the actual vested of all men against 
Sr There is not a right assailed 
that courts be unwilling or unable to protect. 
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any man from, if the performance of that duty involves the destruc- 
tion of any right vested in him by law. 

The questions that will at once arise under this act must all be de- 
cided by thecourts. Noneof them can be withdrawn from their power. 
The convenient and timid excuse sometimes resorted to by the courts 


to avoid disagreeable conflicts with that the questions pre- 
sented are political and not judicial in their character, will not avail 
under this act. Nota question will arise that will not directly involve 
the decision of some right of a private and personal nature in dispute as 
a controversy between private persons. Noquestion in this bill can be 


so covered up with considerations of a political nature as to escape full 
investigation by the courts. But to the extent that the courts have no 
j iction of matter under this bill the measure will be 


the aid of the jud ts of the courts. 

The doings of commissioners to be appointed wader this at, so 
far as they fall short of being the decrees of courts of inferior jurisdic- 
tion, will be nugatory. 

2 persuade or intimidate the railroad companies, but they 
no change in their material rights. 

the bill shows that they are not intended to decide any- 

'y, but only to make a case and present it in a certain form 

i of the courts. 
therefore to be considered on this bill is to what 
increase and enlarge the jurisdiction of the Fed- 
so as to enable them to consider and adjudge questions aris- 
between the bailor and the bailee, where the subject of the bail- 
be transported as commerce between the States. 
limitation upon the power of Congress as to extending 

of the United States that seems to have escaped at- 


which, if it is respected, must cut down the pow- 
commissioners as judicial officers and the rights of persons 
by the extortions and discriminations of the railroad com- 
panies, to very narrow limits as compared with the broad sweep given 

of this measure as disclosed on the face of 
the bill. I refer tothe provisions of section 2, Article III, of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, which is that— 
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This clause, if it is applicable to the ings under this bill, 
dededias Uinsetiaaeltinedanan, satknendede toon dhe benahts 
of the act all persons who reside in the State from which the railroad 
derived its charter. A shipper of merchandise residing in 
Philadephia could not sue the Pennsylvania Railroad either before the 
or the Federal courts for its violation of this law, both 
being citizens of the United Stites and of the same State. Such acon- 
dition of affairs would enable the railroad companies to defeat the pur- 
of thisact as to the most important part of the people wit) whom 
have dealings as common carriers. 
bill is framed, I suppose, upon the idea that the cases to which 
it applies are cases arising under the laws of the United States, and that 
as to such cases the citizenship of the parties is not a question that af- 
fects the of the courts to hear and determine the contro- 
versy. may possibly be correct as to the matter of 
the citizenship of the parties, but I am not prepared to admit itn this 


As to the other matter, whether after this act is passed the cases that 
are presented under its for decision by the courts or the com- 
missioners, I am well that they will not be such cases ‘‘arising 
under a law of the United States’’ as will, from their nature, give to 
the Federal courts jurisdiction to hear and determine them without re- 

to the controversies. These cases 


nizable by the State courts and by the Federal courts. 
Tan can sue any railroad company in a Federal court for any 
or (which is evidence of extortion) 
which has caused him a loss or any damage to his business. He can 
if the defendant is not a citizen of the same 


The evil right Soe am for its infliction now 
exists, the now exists, and the are now being presecuted 
ee es Oi all that, in tho varions State sad 

yw, then, can we so frame the law we are enacting 
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versies it deals with will be cases and controversies that will then 
arise under it is dangerously broad and revolutionary. 

Such an interpretation of this act would cause it to repeal the com- 
mon law in every State and Territory as itaffects the rights and duties 
of shippers and carriers, and every statute law of each which fixes the 
rights of bailor and bailee in such cases. No cases would then arise 
under the common law or local statute law, nor would any common-law 
right or right under a local statute exist in the presence of the supreme 
law enacted by Congress, which would ride down and supplant all other 
laws covering the same subjects. 

In an effort, which I believe to be a vain and fruitless endeavor, to 
give a better remedy to an aggrieved class against their oppressors, I 
do not wish to cut away the broad ground on which their rights are 
now comparatively secure to interpose a patchwork scaffolding, ad- 
mitted to be imperfect and experimental, as the only ground on which 
the people who are injured can stand in defense of their rights. 

I draw the distinction, of course, between the power of the Congress 
of the United States to enact such a law relating to the civil rights of 
persons and its power to enact a law for the preservation of the peace 
of the country and for the freedom and protection of commerce not- 
withstanding the States may pass laws of like kind, for the reason that 
the laws which the States pass are to punish offenses against the State 
sovereignty, and the laws which the United States pass are to punish 
offenses against the United States sovereignty, two different sovereign- 
ties enacting laws for the punishment of the same man for the commis- 
sion of the same act, being two distinct offenses, because they are of- 
fenses against two distinct sovereigns. I draw that distinction and 
leave the subject. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, I confess to a little surprise that the 
labor problem of the country should have been projected into this de- 
bate and into this bill, but it seems to be here, and I wish to make a 
few observations in regard to the pending amendment. 

Though I am not authorized to speak for the class of men supposed 
to be perhaps immediately interested in the amendment of the Senator 
from Alabama, I do not suppose that there is any more law-abiding 
class of American citizens than what are known as the American work- 
ingmen, the American laborers, whether they are employed in facto- 
ries, upon the farms, upon the railroads, or in any other of the manual 
oceupations of life. Whatever agitation there may be in the country 
at the present time or at any time, whatever tendencies to violence 
there may be as the result of deep and exciting causes, 1 do not sup- 
pose that this class of men are any more subject to the ebullitions of 
feeling or tendencies to breach of the than are any other class of 
men when they feel grievances which should, as they think, be redressed, 
and are in pursuit of some remedy which the law apparently is in no 
haste to afford them. 

So far as the amendment is concerned, setting aside questions of its 
being vicious for the nation to enter into this course of legislation, if 
in line 8 the words ‘‘ with violence” were substituted for the word 
“‘unlawfally,’’ I do not believe that this class of men would be likely 
to object to the adoption of the amendment. In that case the amend- 
ment which now seems to be quite indefinite as to what shall consti- 
tute the act of conspiracy or shall make the conspiracy unlawful and 
so come under the just surveillance of the Government by the sub- 
stitution of the words ‘‘ with violence,’’ so as to read, ‘‘ with violence 
to obstruct or prevent the movement or running of any such train,’’ I 
say with such a change as that I do not think, if criminal legislation 
would be proper in a bill like this, that the class of men alluded to 
and who it is proposed to curb and restrain by this provision, would 
make any objection to it, for they are as a rule, as I understand it, law- 
abiding citizens. 

There are railroad commissions provided for in the statutes of many 
of the States. So far as I know there never has been any attempt to 
incorporate legislation properly belonging in a criminal statnte directed 
to this class of men in any law the main purpose of which was to pro- 
vide such a commission to regulate commerce in the States over the 
railroads and perhaps over the water ways in some instances of the 
States. 

It would seem to be unnecessary to embarrass the bill with a provis- 
ion of this kind; but if under the general power to regulate commerce 
it is necessary to introduce a provision of this sort, it seems to me that 
the Senate and the country ought to go in its national capacity a little 
further. If these men are to be punished for the combinations result- 
ing in strikes, they certainly ought to find in the same legislation some 
provision which shall redress the grievances which lead to them. Ido 
not allege that there have been any grievances which have led to the 
recent disturbances in Saint Louis and in the Southwest and in Chi- 
cago, and which have been threatened in other parts of the country. 
I do not allege that there are any grievances, but itis a matter of com- 
mon knowledge that those who have been induced to make the dis- 
turbances complained and have believed that they were suffering great 


wrongs. 

If we have a right to interfere with this branch of the labor problem, 
to legislate directly against strikes, and if it be judicious to do so in 
this bill, why should we not go further? Commerce can not be carried 
on between States without employers and employés, and in the regu- 
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lation of commerce why is it not proper for us to see that the employer 
is guilty of no wrong, of no grievance, of no extortion whatever upon 
the laborer, without whom that commerce can not be conducted at all ? 
It is well enough for us to go deep enough to find the causes which 
lead to disturbances, and to legislate so as to give relief against them. 

With that view, if this amendment were to be adopted I would sub- 
nit an amendment to the amendment, which I think the Senate would 
concede to be entirely proper, adding a proviso which I shall read, or 
something like it. It has been, of course, drawn without much reflec- 
tion and without that careful attention to phraseology which should be 
given possibly to the amendment if it were to be adopted; but I would 
add something like this: 


Provided, That whenever the persons so conepisiog are employés of the com- 
mon carrier so carrying persons or property, it shall be made to appear to the 


court that the employer shall have paid to such persons due and reasonable 
wages for their work, and shall have redressed or offered to redress any griev- 
ance of which the employé shall have had just cause to complain on the part of 


the employer, and any failure of such carrier or employer to pay due and rea- 
sonable wages to its employés for their work or to redress such grievance or 
complaint of the employé shall subject the employer, his agents, and managers 
to the penalties of this section. 


I do not say that I would advocate that; but ifthe billis toundertake 
to deal with the entire labor problem and to repress these ebullitions 
on the part of men who are feeling great grievances, whether they have 
a right to complain or not, who themselves believe they have been the 
subject of extortion in the direction of unfair pay for fair work, receiv- 
ing an amount of wages which does not give them opportunity of com- 
fortable support for themselves and their families, when labor to the 
full extent of the capacity of the human frame to perform it has been 
rendered—I say if we are to undertake to deal with one part of the 
labor problem in this bill we should deal with the whole, under the 
claim that having the right to regulate commerce we may regulate the 
carrier so far as concerns his relations with the men whose employment 
and work are indispensable to the performance of public transportation. 

Are the men who own the railroads, who employ the men who make 
this complaint, to be allowed to make use of so great power in extort- 
ing from their employés when the public at large are making complaint 
of their alleged extortions? Are not these laborers a portion of the 
public, a portion of the American people, residents of the different States 
living along the line of the roads, depending upon the employment of 
the roads for their maintenance and support? To deprive the laborer 
upon that means of locomotion of labor without the means of reaching 
other sources of employment, so that practically to discharge those men 
is to turn them out to starve, ér to deprive them of reasonable compen- 
sation for their work, is an extortion which should be held to be, if any- 
thing is, in the regulation of interstate commerce, a crime. - 

I am not in favor of anyamendment of this kind tothe bill. I think 
it out of place. . It is not to be inferred, however, that should the gen- 
eral discussion of the subject of the labor troubles of the country take 
place in this body or in Congress this aspect of tlfe question will fail of 
consideration. It is a large subject; it concerns the whole social fabric; 
and it is not to be dealt with in any piecemeal or work manner. 

So far as the bill in a general way is concerned I should be glad to 
support it; but I should not like to see interjected here the ideas or sen- 
timents which seem to appertain to another discussion. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I have only a word tosay in reply to my 
friend from Alabama [Mr. MorGAn], for I always accept with due hu- 
mility any lecture he reads me on constitutional law or any other sort 
of law. But the Senator is not the only lawyer whom I have encoun- 
tered in a practice of more than twenty-five years who always asserted 
that it was never right for any one to doubt the correctness of his legal 
conclusions. 

If the Senator from Alabama is right on this question, it has destroyed 
all the ideas of my life in regard to the difference between Federal and 
State authority, all the ideas of the school of politicians to which I 
belong, and all the ideas that the great leaders of the States-rights 
Democrati¢ party of the country have asserted. I never could under 
any possible state of the case, no matter what the danger or how im- 
minent, agree to any such proposition as is asserted in the amendment 
now pending here. 

The Senator from Alabama seems incapable of making any distinction 
between Federal instrumentality and the rights of private property. 
In so far as the Unitéd States takes property and uses it to carry out 
the delegated powers given it by the Constitution, it has the right to 
punish for ano f aoad ee tae cual maine Maro 
talities. When a car is used for the purpose of carry ni 

tality. and if it is obstructed, ever 


States mail, and murder two men upon it and detain 
an hour, that mob are tried by Federal authority in the district court 
of the United States for an obstruction of the mail, and then tried in 
the State court fot the murder they have committed. 

The United States under the Constitution has the power to regulate 
commerce among the States ; and what is the meaning of that term as 
constraed over and over again? The Federal Governmen 
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right to say under what sort of limitations and restrictions commerce 
among the States shall be carried on. That is the whole and entire 
meaning of it. But if private property is attacked inside the juris- 
diction of the States, outside of the delegated power given to the Fed- 
eral Government, then the State courts only have jurisdiction, and 
under our form of government no others can have it. 

The Government of the United States has the power to make money. 
It alone can issue the greenbacks which are now the currency of this 
country. If I invade the sphere of the Federal Government and un- 
dertake to make that money, Iam punished in the United States courts 
and there alone; but after the money is made if I steal $500 or $50 of 
that money of the United States from another citizen, I am punished 
by the State authorities for theft, and not by the General Government. 
The limitation is clear and distinct upon the respective spheres of gov- 
ernment. 

Who creates these corporations? Are they created by the United 
States? They are created by the State governments. When they go 
into interstate commerce they come within the sphere of Federal au- 
thority and only then; but if on this private property, the car, the loco- 
motive, if the lives or the security of the officials of the road, who are 
simply citizens of the respective States, are attacked, then the States 
and the States alone have power to punish. 

This proposition, it seems to me, is so clear that I am perfectly will- 
ing to submit what I have said to go with the charge of rashness on the 
part of the Senator from Alabama in having asserted it. It is so clear 
to me, that I can conceive of no ible state of case in which the Fed- 
eral authorities could go into a State and punish a citizen of that State 
unless he attacked the instrumentality used by the Federal authority 
within the grants of the Constitution for its own purposes. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, the course which the discussion has 
taken in the Senate since the amendment was introduced has deter- 
mined me as to my action upon it, irrespective of the principle which 
seems to be involved in the amendment; and that there may be no 
mistake about my view with regard to that, I wish to say that if we 
are to have a government at all and if American citizenship is to be 
worth anything, then there are three objects which must be protected 
in this Government and by this Government, and those are life, prop- 
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. But it is evident that to put this 
amendment upon the bill would embarrass and I think imperil the 
passage of the measure, and therefore I am against it, if for no other 
reason. 

The discussion which has taken place here shows that the amend- 
ment raises two questions which are foreign to the bill. One is the 
question whether the Government has a right to legislate, or whether 
the States alone have the power to legislate, in the enactment of a law 
such as is proposed by theamendment. Thatisa question upon which 
Senators will differ and do differ, and it is a question upon which the 
other branch of Congress will differ, atld which will excite there as it 
has here discussion and elicit differencesofopinion. It has drawn into 
this discussion another topic, and that is the whole labor question. | 
can not consent to vote for an amendment which if put upon the bill 
would subject it to the discussion of those questions in the other branch 
of the national Legi re, and while I do not speak for the committee 
and speak only for myself, I shall vote against the amendment. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, I do not yield to any Senator in my 
devotion to law and order, nor in opposition to every violation of law 
coming from any source whatever; but the amendment of the Senator 
from Alabama does not strike me as one which should be adopted by 
Congress, for this reason if for no other: The interstate commerce which we 
are trying to carried on by railroads running through the States, 
does not make the railroads or the ground over which they run 
property belonging to the United States. They are not like forts, ar- 
senals, dock-yards, &c., under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United 
States, whereacrime committed is under the control of the Federal courts. 
But the offense committed is an offense committed within the State, 
amenable to the laws of the State; and if the amendment is sound in 
ae it will be te in the of a State, and not 

the of the United States. In other words, I do not think 
that we have anything to do with it. Thatis my judgment in regard 
to that. 

Suppose you were having commerce carried on between the States 
under the old fashion as it used to be fifty or more years ago, by wagons 

goods from out to Kentucky, Tennessee, and so 

on, through many States, and a difficulty were to occur between 
wagoner and a man who tried by force to prevent his traveling ove: 

the highway, would ihat give the Government jurisdiction” 
Wi thus used are common carriers between the States just as muc)i 
as the railroads. No one would pretend that the Federal court would 
have jurisdiction in that case and yet the principle is precisely the same. 
Texas not long ago at Fort 


Worth, on the Texas and Pacific Railway, and several men were killed 
in the progress of the strike, did that confer upon the Federal courts 
jurisdiction to try the men who were guilty of offenses undoubtedly 
against the laws of the State of Texas? The fact that the railroad was 
in the hands of a receiver a Federal court in no wise de 
prived the State of Texas of criminal jurisdiction. 
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It does seem to me that this would be conferring upon the Federal } NAYS—3. 

courts enormous power, and would produce a feeling of unrest and alarm | Do!ph, Edmunds, _ Morgan, 
in the States which it would be very difficult, if not impossible, to over- . Paine: ABSENT—2, 
come. It would be a well-grounded alarm. Let the State alone in con- ee ‘ et, Je nce of Florida, Ptamt > 
trolling its own internal police affairs. The crimes which are com- | prown, nest ee Ree. 
mitted against railroads are committed against the laws of the State, Detter, Hampton, Miller, ; Sherman, 

i cameron, arrison, Mitchell of Pa., Stanford, 
and the corporations should be protected by the law of the State the | (hm* * ee iia Sree po 


same as anybody else, and amenable to the law the same as anybody 





else. If in passing through a State these corporations violate the laws 
of that State, let them be punished by the State law for it, or if their 
employés commit crimes against the laws of the State let them be pun- 
ished through the State courts. ; 

I am averse to the stretch of Federal power beyond the provisions of 
the Constitution. This amendment isnot provided for, in my judgment, 
by the commerce clause or any other clause of the Constitution. 

Whenever you confer upon the Federal courts criminal jurisdiction 
over offenses committed by or against those engaged in interstate com- 
merce from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the lakes to the 
Gulf, all over this country, you add to the jurisdiction of the Federal 
courts an enormous power never contemplated by the Constitution of 
ourcountry, and rob the States of that which justly belongs to them. 
Whatever 1 might do as a member of the Legislature of the State of 
Texas in regard to this matter, in the enforcenient of the rights of life, 
liberty, and , would bea different thing from what I would 
do here. in the Legislature I would not doubt my perfect right 
toaid such lawsas I believed necessary in the protection of life, liberty, 
and . Here I do not think the Congress of the United States 
. urisdiction of the question. - ot 

shall, therefore, vote against the amendment. 

Mr. CULLOM. I am satisfied that the Senate is not for this amend- 
ment. Iam against it myself, because I think it will embarrass the 
chances of passing any law on the subject, and if there is no further 
debate the question I hope that we shall vote at once. 

move to lay the amendment on the table; but I shall 
not make the motion if the Senate is ready to proceed to vote on the 
merits of the amendment. 


E 


upon which this question might properly arise, and I think it should 
not arise here. 
Mr. HOAR. I move to lay the amendment on the table. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Harris in the chair). The Sen- 
Massachusetts moves to lay the amendment on the table. 
. On that question let us have the yeas and nays. 
nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to call 


when his name was called). On this question I am 
the r from Indiana [Mr. VoorHeErs]. If he were 
would vote ‘‘yea,”’ as I understand, and I should vote 


g 
z 
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Mr. CAMERON (when his name was called). I am.paired with the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]. 
Mr. BERRY (when thenameof Mr. Jones, of Arkansas, was called). 


. JONES, of Arkansas] is —— with the Senator 
. HARRISON]. If my colleague were present, he 


: 


when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from [Mr. Concer]. Ido not know how he 


wor, CULLOM, T. 

Mr, M. I I can state that the Senator from Michigan 

[atr. eae eke ee De the amendment on the table from what 
said when he left the Chamber. 


Mr. McPHERSON. © I should vote “‘ yea,’’ if I were not paired. 
Mr. VEST (when his name was . { wish to announce a gen- 
eral pair with the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLums] in his absence. 
I have no doubt that he would vote **yea’’ on the pending question, 


roll-call was 
McPHERSON. Being assured that the Senator from Michigan 
. ” I vote “‘ yea.” 


with the Senator from Kentucky 
a) If he were - pete vote ya - 
» Lam paired Senator for Georgia [Mr. Cor- 
should vote ‘‘ yea’’ if he were here. 
result was announced—yeas 49, nays 3; as follows: 
Fair, 
’ s Sewell, 
George, Maitilian, eller, 
> of Oreg., Van Wyck, 
= ee 
; Pha” Wilson of low 
Pugh, Wilson ofMa.” 
of Nevada, Saulsbury, 
Sawyer, 





So the amendment was laid on the table. 
Mr. BROWN. I have an amendment somewhat like the one offered 


by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN] which I desire to offer, 
though after the very decided vote of the Senate against that amend- 
ment I shall not call for the yeas and nays on it. It is not an amend- 
ment to prevent illegal conspiracies to wreck railroad trains, but to 
punish those who do wreck them. As I said, I only offer it, and shall 
not ask to take a vote of the Senate by yeas and nays on it. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 
The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to add a new section, as follows: 
Sec.—. That if any person shall willfully and maliciously destroy or in any 


manner hurt, damage, injure, or obstruct, or shall willfully and maliciously 
cause, or aid and assist, or counsel or advise any other person or persons to de- 
stroy or in any manner to hurt, damage, injure, or obstruct any railroad en- 
gaged in interstate commerce, or in carrying the mails of the United States, or 
any branch thereof, or any bridge connected therewith, or any vehicle, or if any 
unauthorized person or persons shall turn, move, or in any manner interfere 
or meddle with any switch, gate, siding, or other appurtenances to any railroad, 
such person so offending shall be guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereof in 
the United States circuit court, which shall have jurisdiction of the offense, shall 
be imprisoned for a term of not less than four nor longer than eight years. If 
death ensues from such act to any person, the offender shall be guilty of murder 
and punished accordingly. This penalty shall in no case interfere with the of- 
fender’s liability to civil damage. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 


amendment of the Senator from Georgia. 


Mr. CULLOM. The amendment is substantially the same as the 


other, and without any disrespect to the Senator from Georgia I move 
to lay it on the table. 


Mr. BROWN. I willstate to the Senator from Illinois that when I 


was on my feet before I said I should not discuss it, because the other 
had been discussed, and although I intended to have made some re- 
marks upon it, the vote of the Senate was so decided that I shall refrain 
from doing so. 


Mr. CULLOM. I withdraw the motion to lay the amendment on 


the table if the Senator desires to make any remarks. 


Mr. BROWN. No; I do not desire to discuss the question after the 


decided vote of the Senate upon the amendment of the Senator from 


Alabama. I have already stated that I merely wish to put the amend- 
ment on the record and have a vote upon it; and, as I stated when up 


last. I shall not call for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. CULLOM. I move to lay the amendment on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Illinois to lay the amendment on the table. 

The motion was agreed to 


Mr. INGALLS. My colleague [Mr. PLuMs], who is absent from 
the city, before his departure requested me to offer the amendment of 


which he had previously given notice and which I now send to the 
desk. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. The amendment will be read. 


The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to insert the following as a new 
section: 


That it shall not be lawful for any railroad company, or for any manager, 
officer, or employé of any such company, to issue or deliver to any member of 
Congress, or to any officer or employé of the Goverpment, or to any person at 
the request or on behalf of such member of Congress or employé,or to any 
member of the family of such member of Congress, or officer, or employé, any 
pass, check, or other instrument entitling the person to whom issued, orany other 
person whomsoever, to ride over any such railroad, or any part thereof, free 
or for a rate or charge less than that required to be paid by the general public; 
and it shall likewise be unlawful for any member of Congress, or forany officer 
or employé of the Government, to ly for or receive, for himself or for another, 
or to use, any such pass, check, or other instrument, or in any way to travel over 
any such railroad, or any part thereof,at and for any rate or charge lower than 

tothe general public; and any person who violates any of the fore- 

going provisions shal! be sub to imprisonment not exceeding six months, or 

ao of ap ten $500, or both such imprisonment and fine, in the discretion 
e cou 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. INGALLS. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TELLER. I offer an amendment to the amendment. I move 
to add: 

That it shall not be lawful for any railroad company chartered or created by 
the United States, or any railroad company that has at any time received aid or 
assistance from the United States, —s money or by grant of ey ane 
passes to an rson or persons, or to wan rson or persons to travel on 
said ieend, bn any ned y thereof, at oad for > coh less than that charged for 
general travel over said road, save and except only the officers and employés of 
said road. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing tothe 
amendment of the Senator from Colorado to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Kansas. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I doubt very much the propriety of 
putting any legislation upon the bill with reference to passes. If we 
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do, it seems to me there is no reason why we should say to the railroad 
company that a certain class should not receive passes. So far as we 
have the power to control such a matter, I suppose we might say by 
statute atany time that a member of Congre... should refrain from accept- 
ing passes. Wemightsay that other officials of the Government should 
so refrain. I donot suppose we could say to a railroad company, simply 
because it is engaged in interstate commerce, that it shall not give passes 
to citizens of a State or to any one they see fit. The restriction must 


be put upon the person holding official station, and not upon the road. 

But here are roads which we have chartered, have created, in which 
the Government of the United States has a proprietary interest; it is 
interested in the receipts from the passenger traffic. If there are any 
roads in the country which are suffering at all from this system, they 
are the roads which the Government holdsits lien upon; and if we are 
going into this question at all, if we are to make any rule about passes, 
we ought to make one that will cover the case which I propose to cover 
in my amendment. 

I think myself, however, that the bill ought not to be loaded down 
with that kind of an amendment. I am quite willing at any time to 
join in the passage of a general Jaw of that kind, but it is not specially 
germane to this bill, and there is no particular reason why such a pro- 
vision should be put on the bill at all. 

Mr. PLATT. I agree with the Senator from Colorado that it is not 
exactly germane to the bill to put on this amendment, and perhaps as 
a member of the committee I ought to oppose its being put on the bill; 
but I am so well satisfied that the whole system of issuing passes not 
only to members of Congress but to everybody else is a discrimination 


against persons that I can not hesitate to vote for the amendment, it 
being proposed. 


Ido not wish to make any argument in favor of it, but I want to 


read a little from the testimony of Mr. Charles Francis Adams, who is 


now the president of the Union Pacific Railroad Company. Speaking 
of the difficulty of preventing rebates, he said: 


A large shipper—and it is to large shippers that rebates are made—may have 
to pay an apparently sustained rate between Chicago and Omaha, while he se- 
cretly receives his rebate on local shipments te Galena or Rock Island. 

he may pay the sustained rateon one article and receive the rebate on 

or finally he may pay the full rate to-day and receive the rebate in some other 
shape to-morrow. All these things are done, and done habitually. 


Then he came to the pass system: 


But the free-pass system is the favorite method of atocmsing tate, < and that 
is resorted to aa asa matter of course. The average shipper is 
to look on a pass as his right, and he thinks more of it than of ial ‘old its 
money value to him, The extent to which this abuse has grown is very alarm- 
ing. It is still growing. 
Then ensued this colloquy: 


Senator Piatt. That is one of the things which might be remedied by posi- 
tive law about as easily as anything else. 
Mr. Apams. How vr go to work to a ad it? 
Senator Piatt. By fo: ding the issuing of 
Mr, Apams. If you would, in a way will be effective, forbid the issuing 
of passes, I would agree at “once to ee considerable reduction in our pas- 
senger rates, 
Senator PLatr. Would you like to have it done, if it could be done? 
Mr. ApAms. Nothing would please me more. I should like to have a hea 
nalty im for every pass issued. I do not,asa jo werk Gheough 
[egislation m these matters, but if you will pass a law all free passes 
and subjecting to fine and imprisonment any man who signs a pass or any con- 
ductor who ta . 
Senator PLattT + (interpos ng). Or any man who rides on a pass. 
Mr. Apasts (continuing). a man who rides on a pass, an make a 
happy day for railroads and railroad managers. 
he CmarrMAN. You would feel that one good step 


had been taken? 
Mr. Apams. nnn pS ant ee tag Eevee ammattne an- 
noyances, outrages, and abuses that now exist in connection with railroad 
busi 


ness, 
The Cuaremay. And yet you feel that you are compelled in self-defense to is- 


sue them? 

Mr. ape. Our free pea Ae ere — waa the eee eens to as 
a day. not mean y we eee away amount, 
cause the of ouremployés is included. many people to whom 
SS would never travel if they aid not ha haven eae. 


passes are issu Probably 
very ape peeeennane et oe will not sa nae 50 or 60 
per cent. of it—is travel of the non-paying kind, but week the return of 


-_ gent Se to ane ee eee an oad ; 
e Cuarrmwan. You thin! a of that would employés 
operators and to all the innumera- 


Mr. Apams. To employés and 

ble persons in some way connected with the operation of the road. 
Then further on Mr. Adams said: 

The pass system is an 
should be carried free over a any 
and lod, free at a hotel, au em in 
out paying for them in shops. 


anytiiee for sthine fer ates ona m8 railrond, The acai way flings about passes 
and left is “* liberal” th which 


shall oe be ede “red red hot” for it when nstacammeianee 
Mr. KENNA. Mr. President, under 
not hesitate a moment to vote against this proposition. I do not ap- 
prove it, because | have no doubton earth, on the and 
implied by the amendment, that any man in this or out of it 
who could be bought by a railroad pass could be much more conven- 


iently bought by the ready cash, So that so far as the real merit of 


it proposition be concerned, I should not hesitate at all to vote against 
t 
We all know that this nation of more than fifty millions of people, 
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in a struggle which began twenty years ago and possibly more, for the 
intervention of some power to restrain the unrestrained railroad cor- 

porate combinations, has come to realize the fact that if any such in- 
tervention be made it must be made by 
posed of two Houses, one numbering seventy-six members and the other 
three hundred and twenty-five, with the 
perhaps I would not overstep the bounds of propriety if I said with the 
certainty, that there is not a man in either House who does not sit to- 

day with a pass over some railroadin his pocket. I am not only ready 
toconcede but ready to maintain that he has received with perfect good 
faith and with perfect sincerity and honesty, and without a thought of 
improper motive or purpose, that pass. And yet the public presenta- 

tion of this issue does not quite present the spectacle to the people of 
the United States which we ought to confront. For because of a con- 

ventional semblance, becatse of a conventional relationship as between 
those of us here who are called upon to legislate upon leeueecaatahget 
as this, I should vote, if at all, for this amendment. 


That Congress is com- 
possibility and probability, 


I reiterate, I do not believe in the principle it asserts, because any 


man who may be bought or influenced by a railroad pass in his pocket 
could be better, more reasonably, , and conveniently managed by the cash. 


Mr. SPOONER. Mr. President, the proposition applied to the Pa- 


cific railway companies, that they should not be permitted while in 
debt to the Government, and in default, to carry 
sands of persons as a matter of compliment or favoritism without com- 
pensation, seems to possess force. 
measure of 
as to such railway companies 


hundreds and thou- 


It would seem to be, in a sense, a 
tection to the Government, if it were practicable, that 
a provision of this kind should be adopted. 
But I desire to call the attention of the Senator who advocates this 


amendment to the fact that railway companies in this country to-day, 
and it has been so for a great many years, do not give passes simply as 
& matter of compliment, nor simply as a matter of 


protection, but they have been and are often used as a means of pro- 
curing and keeping 


securing favor or 


business. 
The proposition to embody in the law a prohibition, applicable only 


to the Pacific Railway Companies which owe the Government, against 


issuing passes, leaving to the railway corporations whose roads are be- 
ing operated by the side of the Pacific roads the unrestricted power to 
fees eenae nde’ an purchase or influence business by means of 
put the Pacific railway corporations at a very 
great disadvantage. suppose there is hardly a railroad company in 
the country which takes a shipment of stock which does not give to 
the party or parties in charge of the stock a pass or While 
corporations which sustain no such relation to the Government of the 
United States as the companies mentioned in the amendment are at 
liberty to give passes, they will use that power to procure business, and 
to impose such restrictions upon the subsidized com and leave 
unrestricted their rivals and competitors would be unjust to the com- 
panies and detrimental to the interest of their patrons and to the in- 
terest of the United States. 

Then there are corporations which have received and earned land 
grants which owe the Government and which would fall 
within the amendment of the Senator from Colorado. Right alongside 
of those roads railroads are being operated by companies which have 
ceniell nelend auanhts duh tabeeicnel Geaamabdonens if 6 becanc 
8 ee eee oe have received 
no grants a very advantage in the way of competition against 
Se embraced by the amendment. 

The prohibition should be directed at all companies coming within 
the provisions of this bill or at none. 

Mr. KENNA. I my friend did not in any sense whatever mis- 

Mr. SPOO. Not at all. 

Mr. KENNA. I believe the amendment to be utterly futile and u- 
ene eee ee eee Ss Sennen ce a 


refetion upon gentlemen of standing standing and character, both in and out 
of Congress, that it ought not to enter into our legislation. 


I have been reminded in the statement I made a moment ago that 
I had no reason to doubt that every member of both Houses of Con- 
gress had passes in his pocket which he had received honestly an: 
sincerely, without any thought of that the statement 
might be too broad. I know that. I only spoke in the 
broad sense of what I understand and conceive to be the principle of 
the amendment; and I repeat what I have already said, that I believe 
the amendment to be “‘caleulated’’ would imply 
a motive, and [ will withdraw thatif it it I believe the amen(- 
ment in effect would operate eventually to defeat a measure whic! 
everybody concedes $e Sore objects in view and to be in the in- 
terest of a salutary pu 

Mr. SPOONER. RF cds Gakek aie ta. the Senator from West Vir- 

ia that my remarks were addressed to theamendment offered by the 

nator from Colorado and not to that offered by the Senator from 
Kansas. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I shall vote 
because I think it is unworthy of this It can produce no pos- 
sible good effect. This is a bill to n interstate commerce. 
What possible connection has the giving of a pass with that question, 


theamendment, first, 
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unless it be to imply that {t will influence the votes of members of this 
body ? 

That is disproved, first, by the character of the men who are here. 
It is an insult to this body. Second, it is disproved by the fact that a 
large majority of this body, it is evident, are in favor of the bill re- 

by the committee, and there is no possible ground for an im- 
putation so unworthy of this body. : 

Then it isa subject with which Congress has nothing todo. It can 
not deal with it except in the light that this body affirm that they be- 
lieve the members of the body can be influenced by a free pass in the 
votes which they may give upon the subject. —__ ae 

1 do not think that we should enforce a proposition of that kind in 
the very face of the fact that it is evident now that the body proposes 
to pass the bill reported by the committee and to go just as far as it is 
practicable and safe to go in regulating the interstate commerce of the 
country. 

wer thems reasons, sir, I shall vote against the amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. I donot propose to mingle in this debate. I am en- 
tirely in favor of the amendment, and I should like to relate an anec- 
dote which I think has a little something to do with what was said by 
theSenator frou Florida [Mr. CALL]. 

Some twelve years ago, fifteen perhaps, when I was a member of the 
other House, I was riding on a railroad which led north from this city. 


I agree with the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. KENNA] that it is 
not fair to suppose that anybody here is influenced by the simple pass 
that he may have overa railroad when legislation is pending affecting it, 
and I think it would be exceedingly wrong for us now in dealing wita 
this subject to simply say that Senators and Members of Congress and 
oflicials of the Government shall not have passes and let the whole ques- 
tion go with that. It is a declaration to the public—it amounts to 
that—that we believe officials do not do their duty simply because they 
are allowed to ride free over a railroad. It does not touch the evil that 
the railroad people complain of. It isamere nothing. What we want 
to do is to cut off the pass system as far as we have the power; and 
now, if the Senator from Vermont is prepared to put his motion in 
shape, I will accept any suggestions that he may make which will per- 
fect my amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have written in pencil in the amendment of the 
Senator from Colorado a few words which I think will cover it. 

Mr. CULLOM. Ishould like to hear the whole amendment as pro- 
posed to be amended. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But I should like to have read first what I have 
inserted by permission of the Senator from Colorado. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


pe it shall not be —- for any railroad nee i the purview of 
The question came the matter of using railroad passes by mem- | t 1is act, or for any railroad company chartered or created by the United States, 
bers S a eer with an official, a Sreees or any railroad company that has at any time received aid or assistance from 


the United States, either in money or by grant of land, to issue passes to any 
person or persons, or to allow any person or persons to travel on said railroad 
or any part thereof at and for a rate less than that charged for general travel 
over railroads, save and except the officers and employés of such railroad. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is as far as we have power to go. 

Mr. TELLER. I accept the amendment. 

Mr. SEWELL. How will you get over the contract in the charter 
of State roads which are obliged by their charters to issue to the judges 
and executive officers and members of the Legislature of the States, &c., 
free passes? How are you going to override that? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not want to override it, because I can not. 
That is the only reason why I do not want to do so. This modifica- 
tion that I have suggested to the Senator from Colorado only applies 
to the operations that are within the purview of this act—that is, opera- 


of 

of that who assured me that the company sent their passes to all 
members of Congress alike, merely because they were engaged in the 
performance of public business, and he thought it would be proper that 
a road so im to the public should pay that respect to all public 
men in the habit of traveling over it. When I got back to Washing- 
ton I repeated the conversation to a very eminent member of the other 
House, now dead. He told me that he had always had a pass over that 
road himself till that present year when his pass had not come. He 
met the president of the road shortly before and said to him, ‘‘ You 
have not sent me the this year that you usually do.’’ ‘‘No,’’ said 
the t, ‘‘you did not vote for our bill!’’ 
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; the amendment of the Senator 

Colorado is what the Senator from Wisconsin has so well stated, | tions from one State to another. 
subsidized roads (saying nothing about those whose subsidies | Mr. SEWELL. The roads within the purview of this act are cov- 

since and that we now have no connection with atall), | ered 

hich we co ere menenes san geaple of 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The roads within the purview of thisact. There- 
be put at a disadvantage in respect of getting | fore if any railroad in New Jersey, for instance, that is bound by its 
their tors who are not subsidized. 


charter to give a State judge a pass over its road, undertakes to give 
Colorado will his amendment so as to cover | that judge a pass by an arrangement with the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
lines but to cover the roads which are within | for instance, from Hoboken to Pittsburgh, crossing the State line, then 
act as well, and that is the interstate-commerce 


I say, charter or no charter, the Congress of the United States in regu- 
vote for his amendment with great cheerfulness, | lating the transportation of persons from State to State has a right to 
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as I shall for that of the Senator from Kansas which has been offered | say that it will not allowit. The State of New Jersey can give as 
and is in print. many privileges by its laws to the members of its courts as it pleases 
I can not move to amend the amendment of the Senator from Colo- | within its own boundaries, but it can not give them beyond; and there- 
rado because it would be in the third As it now stands I think | fore if Congress has a right to pass this bill at all, as I believe it has 
what the Senator from Wisconsin has ose oman true, that you are | most fully, it has a right to say that there shall be fair play and equal- 
& premium to the unsubsidized to get business away from | ity, which is the whole theory of the bill, among everybody, and that 

those Congress, the people of the United States, want | favoritism shall not be extended to anybody. 
to have on terms get ail the business they can in ordertopayour| Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, on looking at this amendment it does 
debt. But is the effect of the amendment of the Senator from | strike me that if there is anything that is calculated to make this bill 
Colorado as it now stands. If he will add to it, I repeat, a provision | ridiculous before the country it is this proposition. If there is any- 
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purview of this act, that is, which 
business, shall come within the 


thing that could be calculated to satisfy the country that we were 
trying to do exactly what the railroads wanted us to do, this certainly 
would be sufficient evidence of it. Now, I do not say that this is not 
a proper amendment, or that the views of those who believe the rail- 
roads ought not to give passes are not proper, or that there is any in- 
tention of an improper character in connection with it; but when the 
Congress of the United States commence dealing with a great measure 
of interstate commerce like this in such a manner as to make the whole 
country believe that they are afraid of themselves, that they distrust 
themselves and their own honesty, that they are afraid of their own 
course of conduct, it is not becoming the dignity of such a body. In 
order to make the people believe that they are perfect in everything 
they want to enact a law to prevent them from accepting a pass from a 
railroad company or any one else! There is no member of Congress 
required to accepta pass. There is no law requiring a member of Con- 
gress or his family to accept a pass to-day; and why do you have to 
pass a law against yourselves or against the people for fear you will do 
something that might be criticised? It strikes me as a very small 
piece of business for the Senate of the United States. Ifa raitroad or a 
steamship company or a steamboat owner or a coach proprietor or a 
man driving a wagon chooses to haul me without charge, he has a per- 
fect right to do it, the same as I have a right to take you in a carriage, 
or you me, down the Avenue. 

What an idea, that the Senate of the United States shall attack a bill 
of great magnitude like this by putting upon it a provision that no 
man, woman, or child shall be hauled by a railroad unless he or she 

his or her fare! Why, sir, if a man is dealing with great quan- 
tities of goods and he passes them over a railroad and the railroad 
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everybody knows isa great burden. It has 
to me often that if I were at the head of a great road of that 
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chooses to give him a pass or to pass him free, whose business is it ex- 
cept the business of the two parties? What business has Congress to 
deal with a proposition of that kind, because there is a difference be- 
tween the fare of one man and another, where it is no violation of law? 


But I have observed in Congress time and again that if there is any- 
thing we can do to convince the people that we ought to have safe- 


guards thrown around ourselves for our own self-protection we are 
always ready todoit. Why, sir, when the franking privilege was abol- 
ished, it was abolished because there was a cry against it that bureaus 
were sent under the franks of members of Congress and that their 
clothes were sent home, and all such nonsense as that. Congress rushed 
to the rescue at once and passed a Jaw prohibiting themselves from 
sending documents free in the mail, but allowed every officer of the 


Army from a lieutenant up, every clerk in a Department, to send ‘*‘ pen- 
alty envelopes’’ without paying a cent, and they reserved to them- 
selves the privilege of paying their own postage, and thought they were 
making the world believe that they were more honest than other people. 

In this bill we find commissioners provided for who are to get $7,500 
perannum. A member of Congress gets $5,000, and for fear the mem- 
ber of Congress might accept a pass or a frank on a telegraph line, or 
something of that kind, we pass a law declaring to the world that un- 
less we prohibit ourselves from doing it we are sure to do it; and in 
order to make the thing look as though we were not afraid of ourselves 
we amend it by saying that no other person shall use a pass. We are 
getting a little jealous of other people now inasmuch as we restrict our- 
selves by the amendment of the Senator from Kansas, and now we pro- 
pose to apply it to everybody else for fear people would say we are 
alamned at our own honesty and therefore we take in all the rest of 
mankind. 

I may be wrong about this; I may, perhaps, vote solitary and alone, 
as I very often do; but I have at least the nerve to do that which = be- 
lieve to be right, I do not care whether it applies to a railroad corpora- 
tionor anythingelse. In my ownState and everywhere else—and you 
all know it—Legislature after Legislature has prohibited its members 
from receiving passes from railroads. Why? Becausethey wanted the 
people to think that they were more honest than others; and yet I no- 
tice they all ride up and down the railroads every where without paying 
fare. 

Is this going to prohibit railroads from giving free transportation? 
You say they shall not give you transportation at more reduced rates 
than others. What does that mean? That you shall be charged the 
same as anybody else and anybody else the sameas yourself. Suppose 
a railroad ticket agent down here should hand me a ticket the price of 
which is $20 or $15 or $10, or whatever it may be, instead of a. pass. 
Is that a violation of the law? Perhaps you would say it violates this 
law. How will you get atit? I have a ticket; that ticket is valued 
at so much; it takes me over the road, and you can not stop it. 

I will not say it is a piece of demagogism, because it would not be 

«proper to use such aterm, and I do not wish to use it because I do not 
think that is the intention of it; but we have so long kept ourselves 
in the pathway of a certain belief and prejudice against every man who 
has public office or who is prominent in this country that we have led 
the people to believe that nearly every man in public life is dishonest. 
It is by that character of weakness which we show before the country 
that causes men to believe that there is dishonor among those who hold 
prominent positions. 

Now, sir, I do not propose to tell my constituents that I am going to 
be bought with a railroad ticket. They donot believe it, and I am not 
going to vote that I can be bought with a railroad pass, nor am I going 
to vote that any of my constituents can. If one of my constituents ac- 
cepts a passon a railroad, let him accept it. If the railroad proprietors 
choose to give it to him, it is their business and not mine. If one of 
my constituents ships large amounts of grain or other merchandise to 
the East and a railroad man chooses to take him through because of the 
fact that his transactions are great in connection with that transporta- 
tion agent, Ican not object. It is his right, his privilege, the right 
and the privilege of a railroad company orof an individual. , If I choose 
to-day to invite twenty-fiveof my friends to go with me to Chicago and 
I pay their transportation, whose business is that? It is theirs and 
mine. What is the difference in the principle? Everybody knows I 
am able to do it; therefore if I am, and I choose to put my hand in my 
pocket and pay their transportation to Chicago, it is no man’s business 
but mine and theirs. 

But you would have it understood that if some person in the Senate 
wanted his friends to go somewhere and should give them a pass or buy 
them a railroad ticket, there was something underneath that which 
was dishonest, that he had some motive, that he was going to produce 
some result, that he was going to use those friends that he had taken 
to Chicago and paid their fare for some improper purpose, and hence he 
could buy them by paying their fare from here to . Istherea 
Senator in this Chamber who, if he is invited with a dozen others by a 
gentleman to go with him anywhere and return and the fare is paid, 
will walk back into the Senate and feel that he is under obligation to 
vote for the first bill that the Senator reports? I hope not. I hope 
there is no onc here who feels himself so small that if some man invites 
him to dinner or invites him to go somewhere and pays his fare or has 
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a ticket for him, he is under obligation tg support him in something 
that he desires? I hope nobody here believes that. 

Mr. President, if we continue as we have for a few years making the 
country believe that we are all so well to do inthe world that we want 
to pay for everything as we go and make everybody else do it, I sup- 
pose the result will be that they will send here all the poor men they 
can find who are able to pay all theseexpenses! Do you not know that 
very doctrine has been taught in this Chamber by men heretofore in ref- 
erence to striking your postage down, striking down everything that 
might be an accommodation, without any man thinking of it as an in- 
ducement to men to be elected to Congress and other places who have 
ample means to live and to legislate for the country and give their time 
and labor because it is a mere pleasure to them? We are tending in 
that direction, I think. It is about time,in my judgment, for men 
here to believe that they are honest and act as honest men, and not en- 
cumber a measure like this with such propositions. 

I do not profess to know anything about the merits or demerits of 
great corporations, or what their relations may be to this bill if it shall 
be passed; but it being in the direction of great good in the future if 
not at present, I would not encumber it with a character of amendment 
that will only make the bill appear before the country as something to 
be laughed at, as of a trivial character, indicating that we are acting 
like men playing with the ignorance of the people, who believe that all 
the little things that can be done only show the greatness of men be- 
cause they think they are doing them against some corporation. Why, 
sir, millions of dollars, if you pass this amendment, will inure to the 
railroads. Instead of doing them an injury, millions of dollars will 
come to them, and it is in the direction of a benefit to the railroads. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, lL agree withthe Senatorfrom Illi- 
nois on the subject of the franking matter, because I have always 
thought and voted that that was a matter of public communication be- 
tween the representatives of the people and the people, and I voted 
uniformly against abolishing what is called the franking privilege. 
But the Senator from Illinois ought to remember that the principle of 
keeping members of Congress free from any bias in regard to affairs has 
existed a great while in the statutes of this country. A great many 
years ago Congress passed a law that.no member of Congress should be 
interested directly or indirectly in any contract with the Government; 
and more than twenty years ago Congress passed a law that no member 
of Congress should promote or prosecute or have to do with any claim 
or matter in any of the Departments for any fee or reward whatever; 
that whatever he did about it he must do as the representative of his 
constituents, and not under the bias of having a personal interest in it 
by way of fee or reward, and punished it with severe penalties. 

All that the Senator from Lllinsis has said about leading the people 
to suppose that Congressmen might be corrupt or dishonest or biased 
by such matters would apply equally to both those laws to which I 
have referred, and yet they were thought necessary and wise and they 
have been passed, and nobody thinks of repealing them. 

Now when you come to this matter of passes over railroads it rests 
substantially upon the same principle and it certainly rests upon the 
principle of the bill. The Senator from Illinois asks whose business is 
it if the railroads from here to Chicago or from here to Burlington, Vt., 
propose to carry my friend and myself to our respective homes for 
nothing, just as they would ask us if they had a private carriage to 
ride up town thisafternoon. In this sense it is nobody’s business, but 
the same would be true if these railroads offered to carry our horses 
home for nothing. Whose businessisthat? Or if they offered to carry 
our horses for half-price, and so to do it all the year round? It is the 
same principle exactly. . Therefore if this bill is right in its substance, 
and that is that there shall be equality in rates between things under 
similar circumstances, it is right that there should be equality of rates 
between persons under the same circumstances, and we provide for it 
as to passengers, I believe, in this bill as well as to freights. That is 
all there is of it. And everybody has seen, as has been seen in State 
Legislatures and elsewhere, that although it does not imply corruption, 
the fact that a railway y issues a great number of passes to all 
the members of the re of a State implies that that corporation 
thinks that it will be to its benefit, which it supposes to be the public 
advantage, to issue those passes, and that if legislation comes up in 
that Legislature, or in Congress if it were here, the Senators and Mem- 
bers who have those passes will feel more justly inclined, will get over 
the prejudices they have against the corporation, just as I saw about 
fifteen years ago in this very Chamber, when the first effort was made 
to bring the Union Pacific Railway Company to some sense of its obli- 
gation and to stop the payment of public money to them when they 
were so largely indebted to the United States, when the debate was 
going on, a member of the House of tatives, a leading director 
and I donot know but atthe time the president of that company, appeared 
in this Senate Chamber, and I saw, without being impertinent and going 
near, that railroad passes were distributed among the*Senators just a‘ 

particular time. 


that 

must understand the motive of that sort of thing; and 
that was to produce a bias, not to corrupt a Senator, but to make him 
feel more j ee eee ees t it, more even- 
minded, that were liberal with and that he ought to be lib 
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eral with them. That is what railroad people in general issue passes | ments is correct or not. I do not know that all the members of both 
for. They issue them—I do not speak of exceptional cases to my friend | Houses have railroad passes in their pockets. Nor do I know that any 
from Iilinoisor to myself, but in general—the businessof issuing passes | considerable number of members of either House have railroad passes 
is a business that means business, and it is intended to produce a re- | in their pockets. Therefore I am unprepared to say that there is any 
sult, just as a railroad company issues to the great shippers of grain widespread, deeply seated, and ditfused necessity for a wholesale im- 
and beef from Chicago passes to and fro from New York all the time. putation like this to be cast upon Congress by our own declaration. I 
That is one of the compensations they give that man for getting his | stand ready here to unite with a majority of this body in the adoption 
business; and that is not fair toward the man to whom they do not do | of a resolution that shall direct an inquiry to be made as to how many 
it, and it is not fair to the other railroads who are not permitted to do | members of this body have railroad passes in their pockets. 
it. That is the way the question stands, as it looks to me. — . 
Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I do not wish to discuss this proposi- 
a word in answer to the suggestion that 
the gi of passes means business. In other words, it means when 
ve a pass toa] tor you expect something from him. In the 
Beate where I reside are many miles of railroad, and more than 
in almost any other State in this country. There are numbers and 


I will vote 
affirmatively this afternoon or to-morrow morning in favor ofa resolution 


that shall inquire what members of the Senate go out of this city and 
come into this city northward and southward upon railroad passes, and 
westward also, as the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] suggests. 
And I invite those who believe that this is a great national oil, a great 
peril and disgrace, to unite with me in inviting immediate and instant in- 
quiry as to the prevalence of this evil, and if it shall appear as the result 
of that inquiry that every member of this body, or a considerable num- 
ber of the members of this body, are in the habit of avoiding the pay- 
ment of railroad fare in going to and from this capital, and that it isa 
necessity that needs legislation, then I will vote for appropriate legis- 
lation. 

But I have not the data in my possession at this time that enable mo 
to say whether or not I ought to declare that such is the fatal contagion, 
the disease that has permeated the whole body-politic, that we are called 
upon to rise up and with our hands on our mouths and our mouths in 
thedust—although we can hardly do that when we have risen up [ laugh- 
ter]—declare that we are so unfit to be trusted with the management 
of our own affairs that we have got to be put under guardianship to be 
instituted by ourselves through an act-of Congress. 

Mr. President, for that reason, if for no other, becauseI do not know 
the extent of this difficulty, the perils that threaten us, the ills that 
should be guarded against, I am not prepared to vote for this amend- 
ment. There is a homely proverb about the obscenity of the fowl that 
defiles its own nest, and my judgment is that there has been fully 
enough during the last few years of declarations on the part of Con- 
gress that they, of all people in the United States of America, are not 
fit to be trusted, that their moral nature is so infirm, that they are so 
debilitated, that they are so incapable of conducting themselves with 
decorum and propriety, that they must continually be stiffened up and 
girded round about with penal statutes to prevent them from doing 
something that would render them a disgrace and a degradation in the 
eyes of the American people. 

Mr. President, I have a brother-in-law in Colorado who is the traffic 
manager of one of the great trunk systems of that State. He is an es- 
timable gentleman, who stands high in his profession, and he took the 
liberty not a great while ago to send me a card of travel over his rail- 
road, and said to me in a letter that he hoped I would come out this 
summer and bring my family, and that he would take the observation 
car and hook it to a train and take us all over his route and show us 
the mountains and the rivers, and perhaps he would go through to Salt 
Lake and let us see that country. 

I should regret to have it supposed that by accepting that act of cour- 
tesy on the part of a relative I was subjecting myself to the penalty of 
some statute like this. What turpitude would there be involved, in 
case my engagements should allow me after Congress adjourns, in ac- 
cepting that invitation and taking that ride over that country and look- 
ing out of the back windows of the observation car on the cliffs and pin- 
nacles and summits and mountain ranges and wonderful curiosities of 
Colorado? Would there be anything wrong about that? And yet if I 
should accept that invitation—no more injurious than if I were to ac- 
cept an invitation to ride in his buggy down Blake street in Denver— 
I should be liable, if this amendment becomes a law, to imprisonment 
not exceeding six months or a fine of not less than $500, or both im- 
prisonment and fine, in the discretion of the court, and I «tppose I 
should get both. [Laughter.] I imagine after having had the hardi- 
hood to offer this amendment, and the temerity to vote against it, I 
should get both fine and imprisonment in case it should become a law. 

Mr. President, in the city where I live there are eight or ten railroads 
concentrated. When I return tomy own home to spend the vacations 
among my people I have had from time to time the courtesies of these 
various lines of railroad extended to me, not for the transaction of busi- 
ness, not with the idea that I was to do any dirty work for those rail- 
road companies, not that by doing that they had put acollar on my 
neck so that I was like Gurth, the born thrall of Cedric the Saxon, the 
bond slave, but simply to enable me from time to time to go out as I 
desired among my people and visit them and see how they were get- 
ting along out in the waste places, and what they wanted me to do 
when I came back to Congress. 

Of course there was no difficulty about my paying my fare if I had 
desired to do so, but it has not been my habit. [Laughter.] When 
I have made these journeys around among my people it has not been 
my habit to pay railroad fare. [Laughter.] And I have occasionally 
on those journeys been hospitably entertained in various cities on the 
route. I have been invited to gentlemen’s houses and kept overnight 
and had supper and breakfast and no bill was tendered to me in the 
morning, and I have gone on my way rejoicing. And yet I venture 





























never had any after they were chartered, and do not want any; and 
yet they give to members of the Legislature, the governor, State 
oot and often to the men who transport their goods over 
the roads. As I said before, they do not do it expecting any legisla- 
tion. ask no legislation and have had no legislation. 
I now move to lay the amendment on the table. 
Mr. INGALLS. [hope the Senator will permit me to make a single 


observation. 

Mr. LOGAN. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, my relation to the original amend- 
ment offered is somewhat peculiar. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Vicarious. 

Mr. INGALLS. Yes, vicarious, as the Senator from Vermont sug- 
gests. I should perhaps rather have described myself as its step-father, 
or, asthe Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAB] suggests, its putative 
father, or it may be its godfather. There is suggested here another re- 
lation, itseems; ‘‘ posthumous,”’ the Senator from Nebraska [ Mr. MAN- 
DERSON] intimates. [Laughter. f 

My Mr. PLUMB], who is absent, as I stated, prepared the 
amendment and it printed. I am very sure that if he had not been 
unavoidably called away from the Senate he would have been here to 
have advocated it, to en the reasons why it should be 
adopted, and to have repe the arguments that I myself feel called 
upon to make against it, for I frankly admit that I am not in favor of 
it and I do not propose to vote for it. It is a bequest to me; it is be- 
queathed to me, and of course as the residuary legatee I am bound to 
present it and make the best showing that I can for it, and having done 

to announce iy Ragen args to oppose it. 
In the first r. President, I do not think there has been any 
adequate foundation laid for placing a wholesale imputation in this way 
The Senator from West Virginia [Mr. KENNA] de- 


s 








- 


F 


of Congress in both Houses has railroad passes in his pocket. 
Mr. KENNA. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him for a 
? : 
Mr. INGALLS. With great pleasure. 
Mr. KENNA. The Senator could not have failed to hear my dis- 
claimer of the broadness of that statement. I distinctly said after- 
ward—— 


Mr. INGALLS. I was referring to the Senator’s first statement, not 
to his second one. 


Mr. KENNA. Will the Senator be kind enough to do me the justice 
to state the substance of both my statements? 

Mr. INGALLS. Certainly I will, with great pleasure, but I was 
about to proceed, if the Senator had not been sc impatient; I was com- 
—ee his first statement, and was about then to proceed to his 


Mr. KENNA. I hope the Senator will do even justice to my second 


Mr. INGALLS. Certainly I will, indeed, and after having stated, 
as I did, that the Senator declared that each member of both Houses 


Mr. INGALLS. He then proceeded to state that his assertion was 


Mr. KENNA. If theSenator will pardon me, the Senator from West 
in his first statement stated no such thing. 
. INGALLS. Will the Senator be good enough to advise me what 


he did say? ; 
Mr. KENNA. The RecorpD will advise the Senator what the Sen- 


of both Houses had a — his pocket. 

Mr. Until the r corrects me from his own recol-' 
lection I still adhere to the verity of my remembrance, and that 
is that his first statement he did declare his belief that each member 
of had a railroad pass in his pocket; but he subsequently 

the declaration that he supposed that was too broad, 


Now, Mr. I do not know whether either of those state- 





‘ 
t 
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to say that, notwithstanding all that career of unbridled freedom and 
license, there has been no profound or deeply seated impression that I 
was guilty of turpitude, or that in conseqnence of having accepted these 
courtesies I had placed myself under any serious obligation to those 
people. 

Mr. President, after we have carefully inspected and scrutinized this 
amendment, after we have escaped from the first tremor of fear, from 
the instantaneous trepidation that always overcomes a person when 
he meets with a specter of this kind in the highway, I do not think 
the isle had better be affrighted from its propriety. Ido not really 
think that when any man who has heard this amendment read and 
who hasdone me the honor of listening to my feeble observations comes 
to-night to review in the inner consciousness of his own soul the evils 
that he has done, he will feel himself individually conscious that there 
has been any such profound wrong or wickedness in his conduct in this 
beha|fas to require us to adopt an amendment that, in the first has 
no connection whatever with the subject of this legislation, and in the 
next place, does not seem to be warranted by any public exigency. 

I now, therefore, with great pleasure yield to the Senator from Illi- 
nois to move to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. LOGAN. I move that the amendment lie on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDScalled for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. CULLOM. May I say one word before—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Debate is not in order unless by 
unanimous consent. 
Mr, CULLOM. 

well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion is to lay the amend- 
ment on the table. The question is on that motion. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON (when his name was called). Iam paired generally 
with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER] upon this bill. 
Understanding that if he were here he would vote to lay this amend- 
ment on the table, I cast my vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). I am paired on all ques- 
tions with the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Co_quitr]. If he were 
present, I should vote ‘‘yea’’ on this motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas (when his name was called). Iam paired 
with the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Harrison], but as I believe if he 
were present he would vote ‘‘ yea’’ on this motion, I take the liberty 
of voting ‘‘yea.”’ 

Mr. McCPHERSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Scnator from Michigan [Mr. Concer]. I do not know how he 
would vote. 

Mr. SPOONER. I should like to inquire if we are voting on the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Colorado. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion is to lay on the table. 

Mr. SPOONER. Which amendment? 

Several SeNaTorS. All. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. All the pending amendments. 

Mr. INGALLS (when Mr. PLUMs’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. PLUMB] is absent and paired with the Senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Vest]. If he were here, my colleague would vote against 
the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from Kansas [Mr. PLumB]. If he were present, I understand he 
would vote for this amendment and I should vote against it. In other 
words, I would vote to lay it on the table. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MANDERSON. Lam with the Senator from Kentu sky 
[Mr. BLACKBURN]. If he were present, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 41, nays 16; as follows: 





If Ihave no right to be heard on the subject, very 


YEAS—41. 
ene, Fair, Kenna, Sawyer, 
A n, e . Sewell, 
Beck, Gikese, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Berry, Gorman, Miller, a mg 
Bowen, Gray, Morgan, ler, 
Brown, Hal Palmer, Walthall, 
Call, Harris, Payne, 
Camden, Hawley, Pugh, Wilson of Md. 
Cameron, Ingalls, , 
Cullom, Jones of Arkansas, Sabin, 
Evarts, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury , 
NAYS—I6, 

Blair, Edmunds, Hoar, Platt, 
Sane a Miteheit of Oreg., Van Wyck 

wes, . ‘an i 
Dolph, Hearst, Morrill, Wilson of lowa. 

ABSENT—19, 
— ee. ee) ee 
r, ampton, 

Chace, eaean. Mitchellof Pa, Vest, 
Cockrell, Jonesof Florida, Pike, Vv 
Colquitt, McPherson, Plumb, 

So the motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN. On the top of page 6 I find the following provision 
in the bill: 


And when any common carrier shall have established and published its rates, 
fares, charges, and classifications, or any part of the same,in compliance with 
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the provisions of this section, it shall be unlawful for such common carrier to 
charge, collect, or receive from any person or persons a greater or less 
com is set forth and specified in such published rates, fares 


charges, and classifications, until the same shall have been changed as herein. 
after provided. 


Now, Mr. President, it seems to me that that provision intends to 
compel all railroad and other transportation companies that fall within 
the purview of this act to charge everybody alike for fares as well as 
for the transportation of property. It has been the immemorial prac- 
tice between railroad men controlling their respective railroad com- 
panies to exchange passes and to secure tickets from the proper au- 
thority of any other company when an officer in charge of a company 
desires to send an agent connected with his company to transact any 
business with other companies. It has never been usual, in poner 
words, for railroad presidents or superintendents to charge each oth 
when passing over each other’s railroads to railroad eearventions or 
anything of that character; or when a railroad company desires, {or 
instance, to send a clerk to the headquarters of another railroad com- 
pany to look into some difference between the balances on their books, 
or anything of that character, to fare. I think under this pro- 
vision of the bill they would ‘be obliged to charge each other for every 
mile they might ride on their respective roads. 

Mr. CULLOM. Will the Senator allow me to make a suggestion ° 

Mr. BROWN. With pleasure. 

Mr. CULLOM. Has he had his attention called to section 20, which 
is the last section but one, in which the right to issue ‘‘ mileage, ex- 
cursion, and commutation passenger tickets ’’ is reserved in the bill ’ 

Mr. BROWN. ‘These are free tickets; neither mileage nor excur- 
sion nor commutation tickets. 

Mr.CULLOM. I suggest whether that does not go as far as the Sen- 
ator cares to go? 

Mr. BROWN. No, it does not. I think between railroad comp:- 
nies, when they are transacting business with each other, or their officers 
are attending railroad conventions where they meet to consult about 
the common good of the respective roads, they should be permitted, as 
they always have been, to pass each other free of charge over their re- 
qyestive roads; in other words, to give free tickets or free passesin suc) 


in CULLOM. I did not understand that to be the purport of the 
Ss by the Senator. 
Mr. BROWN. I have not yet read the amendment I propose in this 


section. 

Mr. CULLOM. I supposed it was the one in print. 

Mr. BROWN. No; itisone [ have just prepared. I propose in line 
26 of section 5, before the word ‘‘ No,’’ to insert: 


But nothing in this actshall prevent the principal officers of any railroad com- 


ae Se passes or with other railroad com- 
That is simply conforming to the constant usage, and I do not see 


that there can be any legitimate objection to it. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Georgia offers an 
amendment, which will be read. 
The Cater CLERK. On page 6, line 26 of section 5, after the word 


‘‘provided,’’ it is moved to insert: 


iain: in Pipes shall prevent the principal officers of any railroad com 
from exchanging passes or tickets with ao: railroad com- 


oon S for or their officers or employés. 
The amendment was 


Mr. BROWN. Now, Mr. President; I desire to offer one or two other 
—— and I will first turn to section 20, the one to which the 
le chairman of the committee has just directed my attention. 
I should like to preface the motion with a very short statement. [ do 
not intend to take much time on any of these propositions, because | 
the value of time now and the further fact that we are to 
of this bill this evening before we adjourn, as I understand. 
It has been the constant usage of railroad companies, so far as I know 
about their management, or at least for a very long time— it 
so during the years I have had connection with them, and | 
it has been for a much longer time—to grant reduced rates to 
clergy of the different churches. With the exception of a few wh. 
py the principal pulpits of the cities, as a class clergyman are p>! 
A receive very meager compensation. Many a time one preacher 
on the line of a railroad attends three or four churches, preac!i- 
the different churches on different Sabbaths and different days. 
customof the railroads with which 1 am familiar is in such c:-:> 
to give them half-rates or half-fare. It aids the churches very mov! 
in their support, and I think the railroad companies do not extend t)\ 
Ee It is no very great burden upon them. | 
think it would gratify not only the clergy, but all the eharch-¢oin- 
people of this to that practice to continue, and it wou! 
oan to cut off that privilege. 
, why should not eee ee if they 
See ao eee eet meee fare, to the 
t seems to me proper to do so, an 
think it could be done. 
to ask the Senator from Georgia what 
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there is in the bill now that would prevent a railroad company doing 
that thing. : 

Mr. BROWN. I will again refer to the section that I read from a 
few minutes ago. Probably the Senator did not notice the reading 
of it. 

Mr. GRAY. I ask for information. ‘a : 

Mr. BROWN. I understand that section 5, on page 6, prohibits rail- 
road companies that fall within the provisions of ae act oem 
ing or receiving ‘‘from any person or persons a er or less compen- 
sation Gea io te forth and specified in such published rates, fares, 
charges, and classifications, until the same shall have been changed as 
hereinafter provided.’’ When they publish their rates of fares they 
are bound to stand by them until they have changed them on ten days’ 
notice, and while they are in force they are not permitted to make any 
distinction or discrimination in favor of or against anybody in reference 
to rates, fares, or classifications. ‘‘Fares’’ come in there, and they are 
forbidden from making any discrimination. 

Mr. SEWELL. I will say to the Senator from Georgia that it looks 
to me now asif theamendment already adopted on his motion would be 
the limit of the power of the railroad officers. Under the section as it is 
amended the railroad officer can issue passes to employés. 

Mr. BROWN. If the Senator will look at my amendment again he 
will see that it gnly to passes granted by railroad officers, presi- 
dents or other principal officers, to other railroad officersand employés. 

Mr. It would be construed that it was the only exception 
pee) he this bill. The provision now cited requires that after they 
have fixed the rates they shall not make any exception; and the Sen- 
ator’s amendment makes it very much stronger than the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. BROWN. It was as strong as the English language could make 
it. Icould not make it stronger. I was proposing now not to amend 
that section, but to amend the twentieth section, by inserting on page 
21, after the word ‘‘tickets,’’ in line 6: 

Ni in this act shall be construed to prohibit any common carrier from 
giving rates or free passes to ministers of the gospel. 

I have some other classes in the printed amendment I offered, but I 
prefer to have the vote on each class separately, because Senators might 
be wi in one case to inco: the amendment and not in an- 
other. re, I offer the amendment now in that shape, including 
only ministers of the gospel. Ss 

© PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from ia. 

Mr. CULLOM. I do not think that the amendment is necessary in 
order to enable railroads to allow reduced fares to clergymen; but if it 
does not by its raise the presumption that nobody else shall 
have the benefit of reduced rates I have no objection to it. I think it 
does raise that ption, and therefore is objectionable. 

Mr. BROWN. It comes in at the end of the section. 

Mr. CULLOM. But by presumption it precludes the railroads from 


doing it for oar else, 
Mr. HARRIS. should like to suggest to the Senator from Georgia 


and the Senator from Illinois that if the Senator from Georgia will 
modify his amendment so as to say that ‘‘ nothing in this act shall be 

to et companies from giving reduced rates,’’ 
then I — would enablethem to give reduced rates; and my judg- 


| 


ment is under the bill as it stands they would have the right to 
do it if they chose. 

a BROWN. I can not find ae provision in the bill which would 
seem to authorize a company 

Mr. HARRIS. 


Senator any prohibition ? 
Mr. BROWN. I think I do in the section I have read. 
oa T looked at the section very closely and I could not 
see 
Mr. CULLOM. I think the Senator from Georgia had better with- 
his amendment, or at least it had better not he adopted, because 
I think under the bill all the liberty thatought to be taken by railroads 


Say eee com ho calcen. 
Me BROWR. nder the bill asit stands, I take the liberty of say- 
that railroads can not grant passes to clergymen. 
CULLOM. I differ with the Senator. 
Mr. SPOONER. I should like toask the Senator from Georgia why, 


when a railroad i i 
nae cei ts rates, it may not. publish that 


Mr. I have been listening with all the attention I could 
for the last fifteen minutes, and I have not heard anything so as to be 
able 0 out » eummacted ites of what has been going on in the Senate. 

The IENT pro tempore. The Chair again reminds Senators 
that complaint is being constantly made that it has been impossible in 
the last half-hour to heara word that hasbeen said. The Senate isex- 
pected to take notice that the Senator occupying the floor is unable to 
de heard and Senators complain that they can not hear him on account 


e 


the lou | in the Chamber. . 
. Mt. BROWN. I offer the amendment to come in after the Word 
T ree = line 6 of section 20, at the top of the page. 
The pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 


rie 
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The Cuter CLERK. On page 21, section 20, line 6, after the word 
**tickets,’’.it is moved to insert: 

Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit any common carrier from 
giving reduced rates or free passes to ministers of the gospel. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move to amend the amendment by striking out 
“or free passes.’’ I do so because I am satisfied that under the bill 
the companies will have that right if they choose to exercise it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 


of the Senator from Tennessee to the amendment of the Senator from 
Georgia. 

Mr. BROWN. [ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TELLER. I move to lay the amendment on the table 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Colorado moves 
that the amendment lie on the table. 

Mr. BROWN. On that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on laying on the 
table the amendment of the Senator from Georgia with the amendment 
to it. : 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER] on all questions. I should 
vote ‘‘nay’’ if he were here. 

Mr. McPHERSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Concer]. I know not how he would 
vote. Therefore I decline to vote. 

Mr. MANDERSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BuacknpuRN]. I do not know how 
he would vote. I should vote ‘‘yea’’ if he were here. 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). I am paired with the Senator 
from Kansas [Mr. PLums]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. VEST. I am told by the colleague of the Senator from Kansas 
that he would vote ‘‘nay.’’ So I vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. KENNA. I desire to vote ‘“‘nay;’’ and I inquire whether the 
Senator from Minnesota [Mr. SABIN] has voted ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. He has voted “‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. MCKENNA. I vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 6, nays 36; as follows: 


YEAS—6. 
Fair, Miller, Platt, Teller. 
Hawley, Mitchell of Oreg., 

NAYS—36. 
Allison, Evog, McMillan, Saulsbury, 
Beck, Frye, Maxey, Sewell, 
Berry , George, Morgan, Spooner, 
Blair, Gibson, Morrill, Vance, 
Brown, Gorman, Palmer, Van Wyck, 
Coke, Gray, Payne, Vest, 
Cullom, Hale, Pugh, Walthall, 

wes, Harris, Ransom, Whitthorne, 
Eustis, Kenna, Sabin, Wilson of Iowa, 
ABSENT—34. 

Aldrich, Colquitt, Jones of Arkansas, Plumb, 
Blackburn, Conger, Jones of Florida, Riddleberger, 
Bowen, Dolph, Jones of Nevada, Sawyer, 
Butler, Edmunds, Logan, Sherman, 
Call, Hampton, McPherson, Stanford, 
Camden, Harrison, Mahone, Voorhees, 
Cameron, Hearst, Manderson, Wilson of Md, 
Chace, Hoar, Mitchell of Pa., 
Cockrell, Ingalls, Pike, 


So the motion to lay on the table was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. BROWN.. I ask leave to amend the original amendment by 
striking out one word and inserting another. As I now have it, it 
reads: 

Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit any common carrier from 
giving reduced rates or free passes to ministers of the gospel. 

I desire to say ‘‘ ministers of religion,’’ instead of ‘‘ ministers of the 
gospel.’’ The latter expression, I understand, would exclude the min- 
isters of some religious associations in the United States, because they 
do not pretend to preach the gospel. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What ministers are those? 

Mr. BROWN. The Jews, I believe. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. * The Old Testament is part of the gospel. 

Mr. BROWN. Preaching the gospel is generally considered to apply 
to the New Testament. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment as modified will 
be read. 

Mr. BROWN. I strike out the words ‘‘the gospel’’ and msert the 
word ‘‘religion.’’ 

The Cuter CLERK. The amendment as modified is to insert in sec- 
tion 20, line 6, after the work ‘‘tickets:”’ 

Nothing in this act. shall be construed to prohibit any common carrier from 
giving uced rates or free passes to ministers of religion. 


Mr. HARRIS. Irenew my amendment to strike ont “or free pasees,’’ 
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and reiterate that I do so because under the bill as it stands I hold that 
the companies have the authority to grant such a pass, if they choose 
to do so, without such legislation as this. 

Mr. BROWN. I do not think they have, and I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Georgia asks for 
the yeas and nays on the adoption of the amendment of the Senator 
from Tennessee | Mr. HARRIS] to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. INGALLS. I did not clearly understand the effect of the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Tennessee. 

Mr. HARRIS. If my amendment is agreed to it will give the rail- 
road companies power to discriminate in favor of special and lower rates 
to clergymen. I offer the amendment because inserting the words ‘* or 
free passes’? may tend to construe the bill so that it would not allow 
the railroad companies to give free passes to anybody else if they choose 
to do so. 

Mr. HOAR. It is very clear that if the original amendment 
without the amendment of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS] 
my friend from Kansas [Mr. INGALLs] can not have his free passes any 
longer unless he preaches the gospel. [Laughter. } 

Mr. BROWN. I see gentlemen are about to vote undera misunder- 
standing of the question. Let my amendment be read from the desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be again read. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment of Mr. Brown and the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. CULLOM. As I understand, the Senator leaves out the words 
‘* or free passes.’’ 

Mr. BROWN. No, the motion is to strike them out. 
vides as it now stands: 

That nothing in this act shall apply to the carriage, storage,or handling of 
property free or at reduced rates for the United States, State, or municipal gov- 
ernments, or for charitable purposes, or to or from fairs and expositions for ex- 
= — thereat, or the issuance of mileage, excursion, or commutation passenger 

Then my amendment comes in after the word “‘tickets,’’ and the 
provision is made here as to the class it refers to for free tickets or free 
transportation in the exception. Why should there not be free or re- 
duced rates in the case of clergymen? 

Mr. CULLOM. While I do not believe that the amendment is at all 
necessary in view of the general provisions of the bill, if the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS] to ‘the amendment 
is alopted I have no objection to it personally. 

Mr. BROWN. If that is adopted it is worth nothing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretarg will call the roll. 

Mr. DAWES. What is the pending question on which we are about 
to vote? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS] to the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. BRowN], which will be again read. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment and the amendment to the 
amendment. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CHACE (when bis name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. CoLQuiTT]. 

Mr. PALMER (when Mr. CONGER’s name wascalled). My co 
[Mr. ConGER] is not here. If he were here he would vote 1 yea. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MANDERSON. I am paired with the Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. BLACKBURN]. 

The result was announced—yeas 31, nays 16; as follows: 


The bill pro- 


YEAS—31. 
Beck, Gorman, Maxey, Sewell, 
Berry, Gray, Miller, Sherman, 
Call, Hale. Mitchell of Oreg., 4 
Camden, Harris, Palmer, L 
Cullom, Hawley, Van Wyck, 
Evarts, Ingalls, Pugh, Whitthorne 
Fair, Kenna, Sabin, Wilson of Md. 
Gibson, Logan, Sawyer, 

NAYS—16, 
Blair, Edmunds, MeMillan, Vance, 
Brown, George, Morgan, Vi 
Coke, Hearst, Walthall, 
Dawes, Hoar, Ransom, Wilson of Iowa. 

ABSENT—29. 
Aldrich, Colquitt, Jones of Florida, Plum 
Allison, Conger, Jones of Nevada, b 
Blackburn, Dolph, McPherson, Saulsbury, 
Bowen, Eustis, Mahone, Stanford, 
Butler, Manderson, Voorhees. 
Cameron, Hampton, Mitchell of Pa., 
nace, . M 

Cockrell, Jones of Arkansas, Pike, 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment as amended. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be read as it stands now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendmentas amended will be 
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The Curer CierK. After the word “tickets,’’ in line 6 of section 
20, insert: 

Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit any common carrier from 
giving uced rates to ministers of religion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What has become of the remainder of the printed 
amendment as to “‘ editors of newspapers, delegates toagricultural con- 
ventions,’’ &c.? 

Mr. BROWN. That has not been offered yet. 
amendment to the amendment. 
sire to have inserted the words: 

Or free passes to blind persons. 


Mr. CULLOM. I hope that Senators will not nibble at this bill all 
day in this sort of way. It seems to me that if we are going to pass 
any bill we ought to confine it to legitimate subjects for consideration. 
It has been voted here two or three times that the bill does not inter- 
fere with the issuance of That has been declared by two or 
three yea-and-nay votes, and I certainly think itdoesnot. I hopsthe 
Senator (who I believe is friendly to some legislation) will not interfere 
with the passage of the bill by offering amendments that have already 
been disposed of in effect. 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator accuses me of nibbling at the bill. 
There are only a few little errors that I want to nibble out of it. I 
want to get the bill in a shape to get along with. I*think there are 
some little defects that ought to be nibbled out. I have examined the 
bill very carefully, and I confess I can not find anything that author- 
izes me as an officer of a railroad to grant a pass toa blind man. I 
think it is prohibited as the bill now stands. 

Mr. CULLOM. It seems to me that the votes of the Senate have 
twice declared very clearly that the bill does not interfere with the 
issuance of passes. I have no objection to the Senator offering his 
amendment, however. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to know, under the bill as it now 
stands with the modified amendment of the Senator from Georgia, 
whether delegates to religious assemblies, that is, conventions of tlie 
Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, &c., are included? I wish to 
know what the amendment means which provides that free passes or 
reduced rates may be given to ministers? 

Mr. CULLOM. The words ‘‘free passes’’ were voted out. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then leave out ‘free passes.’? I wish to know 
what ‘‘ reduced rates to ministers’? means if it does not imply that 
the delegates to any religious assembly, as the Senator’s amendment 
originally was, are to be excluded, or whether the bill would permit a 
railroad company, if there was to ‘be a great Methodist convention at 


I desire to offer one 
At the end of the amendment I de- 


Atlanta, Ga., or at Burlington, Vt., to allow delegates to that convention 


to go at half-fare; that is, a full rate one way for going and returning ? 
Mr. BROWN. I donot understand that, as the bill now stands, any 
reduction of fares could be given, unless it came under the head of an 


excursion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I want to bring it down further in the same 
line to the assemblies of the soldiers, who poe veer assemble and have 
ae frye and reunion meetings, orth and South, I sup- 

pow dowd of th on the one Sate at least, are thought to have deserved 

their country; and on the other side, of that part of the 

oes for which they fought. Now, I should like to know whether 

this bill would prevent a railroad company from giving half-fare, as it 

is called, to a great soldiers’ convention North or South—I am not on 
the question on which side they fought? 

Mr. CULLOM. If the Senator will look at section 20 he will find 
these words : 

Tastaciing in an Oe on act shall atl apply to the carriage, storage, or handling of 


property free United States, State, or municipal gov- 

——— or for Charitable pu or to or from fairs and ‘expemitions for ex- 
hibition thereat, or 

ger tickets. 


the tasunnes of mileage, excursion, or commutation passen- 

It seems to me that these words authorize the railroad companies to 
issue tickets at reduced rates to anybody who is going to a convention 
or soldiers’ reunion, or whatever it may be. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. under the head of excursion tickets ? 

Mr. CULLOM. Certainly, excursion tickets. 

Mr. BROWN. What I refer to are not usually called excursions. 

Mr. CULLOM. My observation is that they are always called ex- 
cursion tickets, and always issued by railroads. 

Mr. BROWN. In my section of country the railroads never issuc 


them as excursion tickets. An ‘‘excursion’’ is where a large number 
of want to go from one t to another for a sort of holiday or 
as they do sometimes. t is calle d ‘‘an excursion, ” or by our 
colored friends, who abbreviate it a li a’seursion.”” But I do not 


understand that that would embrace a 
as the Senator from Vermont referred to. 
Mr. CULLOM. Could not the railroad issue excursion tickets to the 
cam the Senator refers to? 
Mr. BRO Not in the usual acceptation of the term, not in the 


a mead hee, 
may adapt the phrase to the law. 
r. BROWN. Sanden he wo hows made these excepti 


ethodist camp-meeting, such 


ions we had 
better perfect them by making themasthey orghttobe. I would agree 
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with the Senator from Vermont in his suggestion that they ought to ap- 
ply to soldiers on both sides. The railroad companies are not compelled 
to grant a free , only permitted to do so if they think proper. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair does not understand 
whether the Senator offers his amendment. 

Mr. BROWN. I offer my amendment in reference to blind persons. 
I know they are very seldom provided for. They come to a railroad 
office and say, ‘‘I have a friend at the next city ’’—perhaps 100 or 200 
miles—‘‘and he writes me that if I will come there he will do some- 
thing for me. I have not a dollar of money; I live on charity. Will 
you not give me a free ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That would fall under the head of charity in the 
other part of the section. 

Mr. BROWN. It might possibly fall there. 

Mr. CULLOM. It seems to me perfectly clear that such cases are 
already provided for in the bill, and I hope the amendment will be voted 
down. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Georgia to his own amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. ° 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the original 
amendment of the Senator from Georgia as amended. 

Mr. BROWN. I move further to amend by inserting as the language 
is in the print: 

The delegates to agricultural conventions or religious assemblies. 
ving a railroad company, if it chooses, the right to grant 
reduced rates in such cases. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope it will be voted down. I donot care to dis- 
cuss it further. 

The Cuter CLERK. Add to the proposed amendment the words: 


Or delegates to agricultural conventions or religious assemblies. 


Mr. BROWN. Under no proper acceptation of the term is an agri- 
eultaral convention called an excursion, nor is a Methodist camp-meet- 


ing or e to it called an excursion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS Will you not please add, ‘‘or people who go to 
assem)! of military men?”’ 

Mr. BROWN. I will, with pleasure. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I cannot move to amend it because it would be 
in the third degree. 
; Mr. BROWN. Iaccept it as part of my amendment if you will put 
t in 
Ms EDMUNDS. Say ‘‘ or assemblies of those who have been in the 
military service.” 

Mr. I should like to ask the Senator from Vermont and 
the Senator from Georgia, or one or the other, if a thousand people 

going from W: to Baltimore to an agricultural conven- 
tion or a military assemblage or a church convention or to any other 
could they not get excursion rates under this bill ? 
Mr. PLATT and Mr. CULLOM. Certainly. 


Mr. HARRIS. I do not think there can be any dispute about it. 

Mr. BROWN. I do not think they could if this bill becomes a law 
and the law is a railroad companies. They must follow 
the <a and things by their right names. 

The P ENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
Georgia as modified will be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. Add to the amendment the following: 


- Seaeive to nertentinnel Seroeiione ox Ptigtons assemblies or assemblies 


N in this act shall be construed to prohibit any common carrier fro 
a ed ee Say common cxrvice om 
ventions or assemblies or assemblies of those who have been in the 


"are 
. - Does the Chair hold that the vote just taken voting 
does not that? 


| 
| 


t certainly does not. 
BROWN. The question will still be on that? 


Certainly. 
BROWN. Then I merely call for a division and not for the 
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Mr. VAN WYCK. I submitted an amendment some days ago, to 
which I now call the attention of the chairman of the committee. In 
the bill previously reported in the Forty-eighth Congress the commission 
were directed to inquire into the system known as ‘“‘stock-watering.”’ 
I had proposed an amendment, to insert the clause of the proposed bill 
of the Forty-eighth Congress, which has been omitted from this bill. 
Whether it was an accidental omission by the committee, or whether 
the committee intended to strike out that portion of the previous bill, 
I do not know. 

I propose on page 20, after the word ‘‘pooling,’’ to insert the words: 

Also the system known as stock-watering. 





In the bill proposed by this same committee and acted upon in the 
Forty-eighth Congress those words were included, and if I should ob- 
tain the attention of the chairman of the committee I would desire to 
know whether they purposely omitted those words in this bill. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The Curer CLERK. In section 19, line 3, after the word ‘* pooling,”’ 
it is proposed to insert: 

Also the system known as stock-watering. 

So as to read: 

That the said commission shall specially inquire into the method of railroad 
management or combination known as pooling, also the system known asstock- 
watering, and shall report to Congress what, if any, legislation is advisable and 
expedient upon that subject. 

Mr. CULLOM. The Senator seems tobe appealingto me. Ido not 
think there is any importance to be attached to the amendment what- 
ever. It is something that belongs to the States substantially. We 
have no control over it, and I do not think it will add anything to the 
force of the legislation. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Have we no control over the roads incorporated 
by the United States? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Inow propose an amendment as a separate sec- 
tion, to be added to the bill: 

Any railroad corporation against whom suit is brought in the courts of the 
State where the cause of action originated orthe penalty wasincurred is hereby 
prohibited from removing the same to any circuit or other court of the United 
States. ; 

That is, that when such a suit is brought in a State court the cor- 
poration shall not be allowed to remove it toa United States court un- 
der this bill. That is my amendment. 

Mr. PLATT. There is nothing in this bill that provides for bring- 
ing an action in a State court. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No, sir; it is not necessary that there should be 
anything in the bill allowing it. That a party hasaright todo. A 
citizen of Connecticut or of Nebraska may bring a suit against a corpo- 
ration in a State court, and there it will remain and be tried unless 
the corporation asks to remove it to a Federal court under a statute of 
the United States. 

Fora violation of this proposed act, for any damages which accrue, 
for which a party may bring suit under the act, or for which any pen- 
alty is provided under the act, I propose that when such a suit is 
brought, if the party has a right to bring it in a State court, the corpo- 
ration shall be prohibited from removing it into the Federal courts. 
The removal to the Federal courts is provided by statute already; and 
for damages incurred, which the bill provides for, a man may bring suit 
against the corporation, and the suit for the penalties provided in this 
act may be brought in the State court. 

It would seem to be hardly worth while in this bill, which seeks to 
do justice to the people, to make their burdens any greater. What 
would any remedy given by the bill be worth to the citizen who lives, 
if you please, 400 or 500 miles from the place where a Federal court 
may beheld? Under the bill damages may be allowed to an individual 
for overcharge, for extortion, or for discrimination. He may bringsuit 
in the State court, and the cause may be removed 500 miles—it may 
be in the State of Kansas or Nebraska or on the Missouri River, where 
Federal courts are held—and to give the privilege for damages in such 
a case would be a denial of justice, because after the party has com- 
menced his suit in the court of the State which is opened to him, then 
the corporation presents itself and asks to remove it to a point 500 miles 
distant, where he must go with his witnesses and dance attendance 
week after week and month after month, and the case may be placed 
on the calendar, where it may be four or five years before it is reached, 
It is a mockery to tell the citizen he may have damages when they are 
denied to him in this way. 

The people of the Western States have been suffering a long time 
from the power of corporations to remove their cases into the Federal 
courts. If I may be allowed a moment longer I will state that the 
foreign insurance companies came into the State of Nebraska, and 
when her Legislature attempted to provide that their suits should not 
be removed, they were met by a decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, or some district or circuit court, saying that the State 
has not the power to protect its own citizens by providing that no foreign 
insurance company shall do business in that State until it has filed a 
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written agreement with the secretary of state that it will not remove 
a case from the State court to the Federal court. In the interest of 
the people it is time there should be some such remedy either by pro- 
viding that the Federal courts shall be held in different parts of Nhe 
State or granting this relief. 

We are suffering in various ways, if I may be allowed still farther 
to speak of this matter. A foreign corporation in Scotland or in En- 
gland goes to the State of Nebraska and loans money on real estate at 
10 per cent. interest, which they have a right to do, and if even for a 
day or two thedebt i is overdue the may be foreclosed. Two- 
thirds and probably three-fourths of the farms in Kansas and Nebraska 
are mortgaged, and a large portion of them are mortgaged to foreign 
corporations, and then for any default, when they borrowed the money 
in order to improve their condition in ‘life and to improve their farms, 
the mortgage is foreclosed. 

We want to protect a little the people from the advantages which cap- 
ital gives. I shall not probably be successful in this attempt, but I 
may at least make a suggestion in that direction. I say that while we 
are seeking to restrict the ownership of real estate in the hands of for- 
eigners, we give them an unlimited power to foreclose our lands under 
their mortgages. lowa may be more fortunate but Nebraska is not, 
and the calendar in the Federal courts is beginning to be loaded down 
with mortgages foreclosed in the name of foreign 

The point is to evade the laws of the Btate It is not necessary to 
prohibit that. You can allow the foreign co n to loan its money 
to acitizen of the State. The law of Nebraska provides that in the fore- 
closure of a mortgage no attorney’s fee shall be allowed. 

Mr. EUSTIS. That is wrong. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Wrong! No, sir. The people of Nebraska by 
their Legislature say so, and it belongs to them te say whether it is 
right ornot. A Senator near me says that that would be cheating the 
lawyers. All I say is that it would be no crime. The State of Ne- 
braska provides that there shall be no percen for the attorney in 
the case. But although the law of Nebraska provides that there shall 
be no attorney’s fee, yet capitalists would insist upon putting in their 
mortgages, notwithstanding the law againstit, a provision to pay 10 per 
cent. to the attorney. 

Capitalists demanded and required that the party to whom the money 
was loaned should in violation of the State law i in the mort- 
gage a promise to pay the attorney a fee of 10 per cent. That matter 
was taken to the supreme court of the State of Nebraska, and the su- 
preme court of the State of Nebraska said: ‘‘No; parties can not stipu- 
late to violate the law.’’ A capitalist has a mortgage of $10,000 and 
he desires to foreclose it. I enepiiennhciet is the actual practice. 
He runs over into the State of my friend from Iowa and he gets some 
man to buy the mortgage, and suit is instituted in the name of the Iowa 
gentleman who buys the mortgage. He isa non-resident of the State of 
Nebraska and he brings his suit in the United States court. By that 
means he evades and violates the law of the State of Nebraska and pro- 
ceeds to a foreclosure, and on the $10,000 mortgage there is 10 per 
cent., which is $1,000 attorney fee, in violation of the law of the State. 

Foreign corporations resort to that subterfuge, and at every term 
foreign corporations are being more and more represented on the cal- 
endar of the Federal courts in precisely that attitude. ‘The citizens 
are powerless. The Legi have no power to protect their citi- 
zens against this violation of the law. : 

The insurance companies act in precisely the same way. Two or 
three hundred miles out on the Missouri a man’s house burns down 
and the foreign insurance company removes his case to the Federal 
court, compelling the citizen to aeeede te the terms which the eorpora- 
tion asks. So in these cases the railroad companies will do the same, 
and the citizen will be powerless in that respect. You give a right of 
action»and then retain in the corporation the power of removal, and 
the right of action becomes of no avail. 

I trust that this point will be readily seen and appreciated. What 
objection should there be to saying that a corporation which comes into | carrier 
Kansas, into lowa, into Nebraska, may enrich itself as a citizen of Ne- 
braska does, as their own do, and that that corporation 
shall have their cases tried in the courts of Nebraska? For that reason 
I have proposed the amendment. 

’ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
Nebraska will be read. 
The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to add as an additional section: 


a a aoe 


is here 


by 
the United States. 


form, but it did not become a law. 
but I appeal to my friend from Nebraska that he will produce more 
mischief by this amendment in the form in which he has got it, just 
then and there and in oe this bill, which is an 
administrative bill and not a judicial bi 

and tryi 


that the Congress of the United States 
no suit shall be maintained under it in its own courts, but they sha!! 
all be maintained under it in State courts. Lapprehend that Congress 
is not ready to do that. 













by the phrase. But we found that it was a subject which required 
careful in 


to keep within the constitutional line and not to do injustice as well. 


and most skillful and accurate expressions in order 


The bill was however, and, as we thought, in pretty good 


I hope it will yet become a law; 


, than he will by leaving it 
trying to help myself and others to pass a bill which shall cover 


the whole of this subject. For that reason I shall vote against the 
amendment. 
Mr. TELLER. I desire to call attention to the language of the 


amendment. It assumesthat ui derthis bill aman may have hisremed y 
in the State courts. I undertake to say that that is not the law. | 
do not suppose 

that that is the law. 


that anybody in the Senate will for a moment believe 


Mt. SPOONER. He may have the common-law remedy. 
Mr. TELLER. He may have the common-law remedy, and he has 


now, and that we are not interfering with by a special provision of the 
bill. 
the bill his suit the 

he stay in the State court? 
Unless the States legislate that suits may be brought, we can not leg- 
islate into the State courts any of these cases. I have at least always 


The suggestion is that if a party brings in a State court under 
corporation shall not remove it. How long will 
Not long enough to get a solid footing. 


understood that that was the rule. 
First, if the Senator proposes to save these people a tribunal in the 


State courts he has got to devise some method to get them in the State 
courts and keep 
of the case to the Federalcourts. There is not anything in the amend- 
ment; itis absolutely meaningless. It could not help anybody; it may 
not hurt anybody; but it would not look well for the United States 
Senate to put into the bill a proposition of that character. 


them there up to the time that they ask for a transfer 


Mr. PLATT. If there is any force or effect to the amendment, it is 
a law and then says that 


Mr. CULLOM. I move to lay the amendment on the table. 
The PRESIDENT pro iempore. The Senator from Illinois moves 


that the amendment lie on the table. 


The motion was to. 
Mr. SPOONER. I gave notice theotherday of an amendment whic! 


I send to the Chair. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 
The Cuier CLERK. At theend of section 1 it is proposed to add the 


words: 
And every unjust and unreasonable charge for such service is prohibited and 
declared to eat. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on agreeing to the 


amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin. 


Mr. SPOONER. The only object of the amendment is to bring any 


case of extortion under the penalty clause of section 7. I do not know 
that the chairman of the committee will object to it. 


Mr. CULLOM. I think there is a little distinction between the vio- 


lation of an act against extortion and one of unjust discrimination. 
Still, so far as I am concerned, when it is declared that it shall be wi!!- 


ful extortion, I do not personally haveany objection te the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Wisconsin. 


The PRESIDENT The question is on agreeing to th: 


pro tempore. 
amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWELL. In section 8, prescribing the qualification of t!\: 
commissioners, the following language is used: 

ee et of or holding any official relation to any common 


—— to the provisions of this act, or owning stock or bonds there 
or who is manner peeuniarily interested therein, shall enter upon th 
duties of or sueh office. 


In another section, section 14, beginning in line 3, the bill provid: 
that— 

A meee = of the commission shall constitute a en ee Se transaction 
of business, but no commissioner shall participate in any hearing or procec:!- 
oar wild bo hentae Gusntiey hase 

This latter clause is customary if our cireuit and supreme courts, ()\' 
the judge shall not sit on a case where he has any pecuniary interest; 
but the first clause absolutely prohibits any gentleman who may be :: 


I submit that that is a requirement which ought not to be in t)« 
bill. The numberof gentlemen in this country who arecompe*ent to 
fill the position of commissioner under the bill is necessarily }imit«'. 


It requires deep, broad men, the very very best that we can possibly obtain. 
I should not like to say to such men as ex Thurman, Judz: 
Cooley, Roscoe Conkling, A. 5. He A. J. Cassatt, 
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world in all probability, for that class of men as a goneral thing have 
their investments in railroad securities. 

Aman who is thoroughly equipped, thoroughly competent to fill 
this position, certainly has amassed something in life. If he has not, 
it is an evidence that he is not fit for the place, in my opinion. The 
provision which governs the judges of our courts up to the Supreme 
Court certainly ought to be sufficient to protect the country against the 
acts of these commissioners. E 

I do not think, looking at it from a business standpoint, as a busi- 
ness man, that we ought to require gentlemen who are competent to 
fill this position to divest themselves of everything they have got and 
put it out of their hands. 

Therefore I move an amendment, which I send to the desk to be 
read 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
New Jersey will be stated. 

The Curer CLERK. In section 8, line 21, after the word “ act,’’ it 
is proposed to strike out the words ‘‘ or owning stock or bonds thereof, 
or who is in any manner pecuniarily interested therein;’’ so as to read: 

No person in the employ of or holding any official relation to any common 
ne the provisions of this act shall eaterupon the duties of or hold 


Mr. CULLOM. I only wish to say a word about the amendment. 
While it may not be of very great consequence, yet the fact is that there 
is searcely a State in the Union which has a railroad commission that 
has not such a clause in the law creating it. I think myself that it is 
a proper ion. Whether such gentlemen as the Senator has named 
have their pockets full of the bonds or securities of railroads or not, I 
do not know; but I know a good many men in this country who un- 
aca have not, who I think would make very good commis- 
sioners. I believe myself, in view of the history of the different States 
upon the su that we ought to leave the words stand as they are. 


The P ENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from New Jersey. 


The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair calls the attention of the 
Senator from Illinois to a blank in the last section of the bill. 

Mr. CULLOM. Yes, I intended to have that filled, if there are no 
other amendments to be offered. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are no other amendments of- 


Mr. CULLOM, I propose to insert in the last section of the bill the 
words ‘‘ one hundred,’’ so as to read ‘‘ one hundred thousand dollars.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The Carer CLERK. Itis proposed to fill the blank in section 21, be- 
fore oo “*thousand,’’ by inserting the words ‘‘ one hundred;’’ so 
as to : . 


That the sum of $100,000 is hereby appropriated for the use and purposes of 


this act for the fiscal year ending June 30, A. D. 1887, and the intervening time 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from 
The amendment was agreed to. 


And this shall 
covuliinalondiean apply to transportation by common carriers on rivers 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
euiatiannadtaiinesen Bes — . 
Mr. CULLOM. That subject has been discussed, and I hope the 


Mr. BROWN. There has been some discussion on the subject, it is 
true, but there has been no vote of the Senate on the question that I 


am aware of. 

I know there may be a deal of difficulty about regulating on 
eee nent ites the teenepertation minieiapaninadiaoe 
visions of the bill; but why steamboats on i 


30,000 miles of rivers in the United 
States, oy seg eae lage bill apply as well to the 
transportation on the rivers as on the railroads, eitiver on the side of the 

ere else? I confess Iam unable to see any good reason 
the not apply as well to the steamboats as to the rail- 


It isnot denied that the same evil exists in both cases. I put on 
Tecord the other evening a table prepared by a distinguished railroad 


man, giving the figures, showing that there are three companies in Cin- 
cinnati who own the three steamboat lines, and they have divided the 
river between themselves. One company takes from Cineimnati te Louis- 
ville, another from Louisville to Memphis, andanother from Memphis 
to New Orleans. If an independent boat is paton the river, he states 
that they put one of their regular boats after it, ranning to the same 
points, and putting the freights down to aruinously low rate, and they 
drive it out. The companies have the monopoly, and they charge just 
as they please in fixing the rates. If it is a competing point, they put 
the rate lower. If it isa point where there is no competition, at half 
the distance, they put the rate double as much. If it is necessary to 
control transportation at all, why should that be permitted on rivers 
if noton the railroads ? 

Mr. PALMER. I think the Senator from Georgia has answered his 
own interrogation when he says that boats come in and compete with 
each other and bring down the freights to a low point, and then go in 
and combine. _ 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator did not understand me. I know he 
would not misrepresent me if he had understood me. 

Mr. PALMER. Iso understood the Senator. 

Mr. BROWN. I said that this distinguished railroad man had fur- 
nished me the information that the three lines or companies have di- 
vided the river into three parts and each takes one part. They allow 
no competition. If an independent boat goes in upon the river they 
take a boat out of their own lines and have it run alongside of the 
independent boat between the same points, charging a ruinously low 
rate until they drive it out of the river or drive it into a combination 
with themselves; and they do not tolerate any competition. 

Mr. PALMER. I will say that I have seen the same course of pro- 
cedure followed on the rivers of this country, but it always rectifies 
itself. 

Mr. BROWN. Thenwhy would not the railroads rectify themselves? 

Mr. PALMER. The case is entirely different. When an evil ex- 
ists you can not get up a rival railroad in six months. It is very well 
known that where excessive charges are not restrained new boats come 
into existence; the evil cures itself; and it seems to me that anything 
of this kind added to the bill would render it entirely nugatory and 
make it ridiculous. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not want to see the old discussion opened again, 
and therefore I move to lay the amendment on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Maine to lay the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Georgia on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on concurring in 
the amendment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to reserve the amendment in section 4, 
agreed to by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, striking out 
the words ‘‘ and from the same original point of departure,’ so that 
I may move to amend it in a way that I hope will meet the approval 
of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That amendment will be regarded 
as reserved. 

Mr. HARRIS. I wish to reserve the first amendment in section 4, 
I mean the first in point of the order in which it stands, the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALpricn}. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That amendment also will be re- 
served. 

Mr. HARRIS. I wish also to reserve for a separate vote the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Iowa [Mr. WILson ] to the same section next 
in order after the one referred to by the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 
EpmunNpDs}, and I wish to reserve also the amendment of the Senator 
from Georgia [Mr. Brown] in line 26 of section 5. Those are the 
amendments I wish to reserve. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendments indicated will be 
reserved for a te vote. 

Mr. INGALLS. Will it be in order after the bill shall have been 
reported to move to strike out section 4 entirely ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be in order. 

Mr. HARRIS. The bill has been reported to the Senate. 

Mr. INGALLS. That I did not know. 

Mr. VEST. I desire to reservea separate vote upon the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. EpMuNpDs}, in order to move tostrike 
out certain words in lines 59, 60, and 61, on page 3 of the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Theamendmentof the Senator from 
Vermont will be reserved. 

Mr. SEWELL. I desire to ask for a separate vote on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. Concer] about water routes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That amendment will be reserved. 

Mr. KENNA. I desire to ask the Senator from Vermont, who has 
reserved for a separate vote the amendment of my colleague [ Mr. Cam- 
DEN } to section 4, if he has any objection to stating now what will be 
the substance of his amendment to the amendment of my colleagne ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not the slightest. 

Mr. HOAR. Let us settle the other amendments first. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no objection to stating. 

Mr. KENNA. Ishould be glad to have the substance of the amend- 
ment to the amendment stated. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think I will state that tothe Senator from West 
Visinia, who has asked me a fair question—— 
Mr. KENNA. And solely for information. 

stood. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think I will state to himand to the Senate what 
I propose to move. I pro to retain the words which were stricken 
out asin Committee of the Whole and add tothem, after “‘ departure,” 
the words ‘‘or the same point of arrival;’’ so as to make it reciprocal 
both ways. 

Mr. KENNA. Let me ask, so that I may understand the Senator, 
whether he means to put the point of departure and the point of ar- 
rival in the alternative ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Exactly; which I think ought to harmonize the 
views of both sitles of the Senate upon the question. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Are there farther amendments to be 
reserved? If not, the question will be taken on concurring in the re- 
maining amendments. The question is on concurring in the amend- 
ments made as in Committee of the Whole not reserved. 

The amendments not reserved were concurred in. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I suggest that the bill be printed as amended. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us print it as passed. That is the best way. 

Mr. CULLOM. Yes, let us pass it first and then print it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question will be on concurring 
in the first amendment reserved, the reserved amendments to be taken 
in their order. The amendment will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. In section 1, line 6, after the word ‘‘used,”’ 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole agreed to insert the words 
‘‘under a common control, management, or arrangement;’’ so as to 





I want to have it under- 


That the provisions of this act Pe apply to any common carricr or carriers 
en in the transportation of ngers or property by railroad, or partl 
by railroad and partly by water when both are u under a common control, 
mariagement, or arrangement for a continuous carriage or shi ment, from one 
State or Territory of the United States to any other State or 
United States, or from any place in the United States to an 
country, or from any place i the United States through a foreign Sane toany 


other place in the United States, &c. 

Mr.SEWELL. It is hardly necessary for me to make any remarks 
on the amendment. The question is perfectl y clear to the Senate. 
The amendment adopted throws the tion lines by water prac- 
tically out of the bill, so that you will adopt rules to govern the rail- 
roads which will prevent their competing as they do now with the 
transportation lines by water. The proposition was first voted down by 
a very 7 eS vote, and I trust it will be now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Thequestion is on concurring in the 
first amendment reserved. [Putting the question.] The noes appear 
to have it. The noes have it, and the amendment is non-concurred in. 
The next reserved amendment will be stated. 

Mr. PLATT. Was the amendment agreed to as inCommittee of the 
wee ae by the Senator from Michigan [Mr. ConGER], non-con- 
curred in? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate has non-concurred in 
the amendment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. PLATT. I should like to have the question taken by yeas and 
nays. [‘*Too late!’’] 

Mr. PALMER. I did not understand the vote to be that the amend- 
ment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. PLATT. I think it is but justice to the Senator who offered 
that amendment, who has now left the Chamber, that there should be 
a fair expression of the Senate upon it. 

Mr. INGALLS. I think justice to us requires that he should stay 


here. 

Mr. HALE. If he has abandoned the amendment, certainly the rest 
of us need not consume time needlessly. 

Mr. PALMER. He made an express request that the yeas and nays 
should be called upon concurring in the amendment if he were away, 
and he is away on official business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do you want to have the yeas and nays called? 

Mr. PALMER. I do. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. rary 8 tie eR yeas and nays. 

Mr. CULLOM. SS 


Sen toe eae The question is on taking the vote 
SS reserved t by yeas and nays. 
and nays were ordered. 
Mr GALLS. ee ee 
‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Theamendment will 


The Curer CLERK. in aectien 1, line 


Mr. McMILLAN. In the absence of this amendment all 
ey ees eee railroads is embraced in the 
The amendment of the Senator from ies ackannion tor ae 
as in Committee of the Whole, restricts the eee Ss ae 
to lines of boats which run in connection with a line of under 
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some common control, management, or agreement, so that if there is 
no such common arrangement or agreement the boats are not within 
_ act, and there can be competition on the great lakes as every place 
else. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will call the roll on 
concurring in the first reserved amendment. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and Mr. ALDRICH answered 
to his name. 

Mr.CALL. Pending the question on concurring in the amendment, 
if agreeable to the Senator om Illinois, I will move that the Senate 
adjourn. [‘‘ Toolate!’’] 

The PRESIDENT pro seems, The call of the roll is proceeding, 
and the first name has been responded to. 

The roll-call was resumed. 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). 
ator from Georgia [Mr, Co_quitr]. 

Mr. PALMER (when Mr. ConGER’s name was called). My colleague 
[Mr. ConGER] is absent, and is paired with the Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. McPHErson ] on this question. My colleague would vote 

‘*yea”’ if he were present. 


I am paired with the Sen- 


Mr. MCPHERSON (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Concer]. 
Mr. MANDERSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 


the junior Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN]. 
Mr. VEST (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from Kansas [Mr. PLumB]. If he were here, 1 should vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 
The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 31, nays 14; as follows: 


YEAS—3l. 
Beck, Gibson, Maxey, Saulsbury, 
Berry, Gorman, Morgan, Sawyer, 
Brown, Tlarris, Palmer, Spooner, 
Call, Hearst, Payne, Vance, 
Camden, Hoar, Platt, Van Wyck, 
Cockrell, Jones of Nevada, Pugh, Walthall, 
Coke, Kenna, Ransom, Whitthorne. 
Fair, MeMillan, Sabin, 
NAYS—l4. 
Aldrich, Edmunds, Miller, Teller, 
Allison, Geo 7 Mitchell of Oreg., Wilson of Iowan. 
Blair, Hawley, Sewell, 
Culiom Logan, Sherman, 
ABSENT—31. 
Blackburn, Dolph, Ingalls, Pike, 
Bowen, Eustis, Jones of Arkansas, Plumb, 
Butler Evarts, Jones of Florida, Riddleberge r, 
Cameron, Frye, McPherson, Stanford, 
ace, Gray, Mahone, est, 
Colquitt, Hale, Manderson, Voorhees 
Conger, Hampton, Mitchell of Pa., Wilson of Md. 
Dawes, Harrison, Morrill, 


So the first reserved amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. CALL. Unless the Senator from Illinois objects, I will now 
move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. CULLOM. The unanimous agreement of the Senate some days 
ago was that the bill should be finished to-day, and I hope that we 
shall go on until we have of it. 

Mr. CALL. I shall not object to that course if the Senator from 
Illinois insists on it, but—— 

It will take only a little while longer, I think. 

Mr. CALL. These are important amendments, and necessarily we 
must consider them hastily now. 

Mr. KENNA. I do not understand thaf there was any unanimous 
consent that the bill should be finally disposed of to-day. 

Mr. CULLOM. Yes, there was. 

Mr. KENNA. [I appeal to the Recorp. 
understanding of the sort. 

Mr. CULLOM. The President of the Senate may decide that matter. 

Mr. KENNA. There was a general disposition to have an under- 
maar that at an early hour—4 o’clock in the afternoon—the Senate 

should proceed to vote without further debate, but no such under- 
was reached. 

I to say to the Senator from Dlinois at this moment that if his 

is to force a conclusion of the bill to-night, he may find 
ease an than improving the progress of the bill. This 
through the oe this a —_ even- 
without a thorough understanding by everybody that it is to 
_ as tinue mentinatin one te ouatiacion, which will 
at this hour of the evening in the 
I should like to see the bill con- 
possible, but I admonish the Senator that 
going more slowly on the proposition to 


I think there was not any 


somebody 
Ido not mean to intimate any suc!) 


Mr. CULLOM. The Senator is certainly mistaken in his man, if be 
thinks so. I have a very distinct recollection of what occurred. 12 
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the first instance, I asked that the bill be disposed of at 5 o’clock on 
M , yesterday. Some Senators, among them the Senator from Del- 
aware [Mr. SAULSBURY], objected. Then, on the appeal of the Senator 
from usetts [Mr. HoAR] that I yield and give another day, fix- 
ing the time at 3 o’clock to-day for the final vote and to dispose of the 

I asked that that be done. Then the Senator from Iowa [Mr. AL- 
LISON] objected, and said he did not want any hour fixed, but was 
willing that the bill should be disposed of to-day, and that was assented 





to. . 
Mr. KENNA. Provided that we should reach a conclusion of the 
debate. 
“Mr. CULLOM. Thatwas the unanimous agreement, as I understood 
it at rate, and I think every other Senator who was present so un- 
i 


t. ; 
Mr. KENNA. I think that the Senator will find that instead of 
that being the unanimous understanding it was simply the end of that 


ean 

. HARRIS. If the Senator from Illinois will allow me, I should 
be glad to see this bill with the amendments, especially those which 
are reserved and yet to be acted upon, in print. “I am going to stay 
with the Senator from Illinois as long as he wants to stay here to-night 
if he chooses to go on; but I think perhaps it would be quite as well 
for us to allow the bill with the amendments agreed to as in Committee 
of the Whole to be printed. I have no objection to an understanding 
that we shall take it up immediately after the routine business in the 
morning and proceed to vote. I have no objection to considering the 
general debate entirely closed, and that we proceed to vote upon the va- 
rious amendments to-morrow. I am ready to go on now, however, if 
the Senate is entirely willing to do so. 

Mr. CULLOM. I should like to know what the decision of the Sen- 
ate was the other day before I say anything further about it. 

Mr. HARRIS. My suggestion was wholly independent of that. I 
do not question the agreement as stated. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair has the proceedings before 
him, which are much more accurate than the recollection of any indi- 
vidual, and they id with the recollection of the Chair at the 
time. After some colloquy between the Senator from Delaware [ Mr. 
SAULSBURY] and the Senator from Illinois [Mr. CuLLom] the Sena- 
tor from Illinois said: 

My object isto get a time fixed and get the subject disposed of at some period. 

Then follows: 


The Presipinc Orricer, Is there objection to the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois [Mr. CuLLom] to fix ioe for taking the vote on this bill? 


A pause.} The ir hears no objection to proposition to fix Tuesday 
ie Seething Be sete on he ball. Tach is te 
. EpMuNps. Not later than that. 
‘The Parsiprse Orricer, Not later than Tuesday. 
That was the understanding. 


Mr. CALL. Ifthe Senator from Illinois will allow me, I appeal to 
him to consent to an adjournment at this time. It is very evident to 
those of us who are friends of the bill, and have been from the earliest 


possible that there will be a good deal of discussion upon the re- 
err seat 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Now is a good time for it. 
Mr. CALL. It is evident that we would be kept here until a late 
hour to-night without the passage of the bill. I therefore 
om pg hoe is that he consent to adjourn, and if 

object move an adjournment. 
Mr. HALE. We had better come to some understanding before ad- 


M. I donot feel like yielding, for the reason that I have 
been a good deal abused, I may say, for having a measure here that has 
pecans fbr sey much time, and I have been very anxious to have it dis- 

so as to get it out of the way of other business. I have been 
achat ila en consistent with due deliberation, and I am 


unwilling now to an adjournment unless there can be an hour 
fixed at an eee ot the day to-morrow at which time the bill and 
amendments be disposed of. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That I object to, as the Senator from Iowa [Mr. 
not it on a bill of this kind to fix an hour. 

that the other day, objecting to hours, and 

the Senator from Iowa bweneigne aboutit; but weagreed that we would 
with at of business there is before the Senate. 

ptt Aon. ceahe er bee gaa run of the bill, knows just what the 
in his bill, and what the effect of them is, 

‘an understand them, which I am not very sure that 


of e 
It does not bind the Chair, all admit, but we agreed we would stay 
it out ; and now to makean agreement to stay it out to-morrow 
or to vote at a particular time would turn outin the same way probably. 


to to vote at a particular time is objectionable, as the 

ca eo: = day, arses amendment might 
which ought discussed a e; but to agree to sta 

Bill i's dane i sae forever ; . 
Mr, I do not understand that we agreed to stay here in- 
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definitely, day and night, until the bill was done, or that we agreed 
to sit it out to-day. Of course I do not mean to assume that any Sen- 
ator on this floor will undertake to delay final action on the bill for a 
moment. I have seen no indication of that sort, and I do not expect 
to see any. I know at least one amendment adopted as in Committee 
of the Whole to which a great many Senators attach much importance; 
and upon that amendment I think I express the sentiment of the en- 
tire Senate when I say that it is desirable to have the Senate full when 
the question is determined. That is the motive of all I have said on 
this question. I have no desire to delay the bill in any manner what- 
ever, nor to precipitate it, beyond reasonable opportunities which may 
be afforded. 

I beg the Senator from Illinois to understand most distinctly that I 
meant no reflection upon him in any feature of his management of the 
bill in what I said. 

Mr. CULLOM. I only said what I did on the supposition that the 
Senator thought I was misrepresenting the state of facts. I certainly 
agree with the Senator from West Virginia in desiring a full vote on 
the particular amendment to which the Senator, I suppose, refers; and 
I should be very glad if we could have it now if we can have a fall Sen- 
ate here. 

Mr. KENNA. I will state to the Senator from Illinois that we can 
not get a full vote to-night, for the reason that several Senators are ab- 
sent and not paired on the question, and I hope he will consent to an 
adjournment until to-morrow. 

Mr. CULLOM. My purpose in naming an hour was that we might 
get through with the bill before spending the whole day to-morrow in 
its consideration. If we do not name an hour it is inevitable that we 
shall take all day to-morrow in the consideration of the bill, and thereby 
keep other business back. 

Mr. ALLISON. Why can we not agree that at a certain hour to- 
morrow, say 2 o'clock, what is known as general debate shall cease, and 
then brief debate shall be allowed. 

Mr. HOAR. Under the five-minute rule. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘Ten minutes. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Vermont suggests a brief debate 
of ten minutes for amendments. 

Mr. FRYE. I shall object for one to consuming the morning hour, 
as it is called, with this bill. 

Mr. CULLOM. When? 

Mr. FRYE. To-morrow morning. 

Mr. KENNA. We can commence at 2 0’clock and dispose of the 
bill easily in the afternoon. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair awaits any proposition 
which may be made. 

Mr. KENNA. I hope the Senator from Illinois will consent that the 
matter may go over; and I speak only with reference to one amend- 
ment. 

Mr. COLLOM. - Will the Senator make some definite proposition, so 
that we may understand if it is adopted what we shall do to-morrow ? 
Mr. VEST. Let us agree to take the vote at 5 o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I object to that. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to inquire whether there would be any 
objection to the arrangement which the Senator from Iowa has in sub- 
stance suggested, that at 4 o’clock to-morrow general debate shall 
cease, and that debate thereafter shall be under a ten-minute rule or 
a five-minute rule, I do not care which. 

Mr. COCKRELL and others. Five minutes. 

Mr. HOAR. That proposition does notinvolve an agreement to take 
up the bill at the close of the routine morning business, but it leaves 
it in the power of the majority of the Senate then to do it, as of course 
it always can take up any particular bill when it shall see fit. 

Mr. SAWYER. I suggest that we take up the bill at 2 o’clock. 
There will be time enough then if we vote at 4 0’clock, and it will give 
us the morning hour for the Calendar, which we have not had for a long 
time. 

Mr. HALE. Why not have all debate to-morrow under the five- 
minute rule? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And have the same understanding which we have 
had, that we may violate it. 

Mr. HOAR. [ask the Chair to propose that unanimous consent be 
given that all debate after 4 o’clock to-morrow shall proceed under the 
five-minute rule. 

Mr. CULLOM. And that the subject be disposed of to-morrow be- 
fore adjournment. — 

Mr. GORMAN. There will be no objection to that course, I think. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The Chair will state the proposition 
of the Senator from Massachasetts. The Senator from Massachusetts 
asks that at 4 o’clock to-morrow any further debate on the pending bill 
and amendments shall be under the five-minute rule, strictly entorced. 
Is there objection? 

Mr. MILLER. I object. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The Senator from New York objects. 

Mr. MILLER. I object to any arrangement of that kind at all. I 
have had something to do with this bill. The arrangement which was 
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made the other day to take the vote to-day I think was improperly 
made. I say that in sustaining the position taken by the Senator from 
West Virginia. The proposition to 4x the hour for a vote on the bill 
was called up early in the morning, as soon as the bill was taken up, 
and no arrangement was made. ‘Then later in the day it was called 
up, when a number of Senators who would not have consented to the 
arrangement were out of the Chamber, and I judge that that arrange- 
ment was improperly made. 

Mr. CULLOM. If the Senator will allow me, it seems to me that 
he is mistaken in the question of time. I think the one suggestion 
followed the other in a very few minutes. 

Mr. MILLER. I was present when the first suggestion was made, 
and I did not understand that any such agreement was come to at all. 
[ went away from the Senate Chamber understanding and believing 
that no arrangement had been arrived at for any definite hour for 
voting. 

Mr. KENNA. May I make a suggestion? I had the same impres- 
sion exactly, and that is why I made the suggestion I did a while ago. 
When the first proposition to fix a time was made there was no agree- 
ment reached, and I left the Senate Chamber with the understanding 
that there was no time fixed. 

Mr. MILLER. The bill has been under discussion for several weeks. 
One very important amendment has been made, known as the Camden 
amendment. A vote has been reserved uponitin theSenate. Several 
days of discussion have been had upon that proposition agit now stands 
before the Senate. After the bill is reported finally to the Senate, 
when we come to a time-when we are to be asked to vote upon it—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now. 

Mr. MILLER. Which is now, as the Senater from Vermont sug- 
gests, the Senator from Vermont gives notice of another amendment 
touchingthat same proposition. ‘The amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Vermont may be found to be quite as important as the amend- 
ment of the Senator from West Virginia which has been discussed here 
for days. Ido not say that it is, and I do notsay that I shall desire to 
discuss it at all, but if Senators will consider t amendment they 
will find that it is very important indeed, and it may necessarily lead 
to a long «liscussion. 

To say that the discussion to-morrow after 4 o’clock or after any 
other time shall proceed under the five-minute rule is simply to say 
that this body is to act upon that most important proposition in the 
bill, because it is the most important proposition in the bill, in my 
judgment, the fourth section, without discussion and without 
a proper understanding of it, is to my mind to pass upon the bill with- 
out due consideration. 

If the proposition of the Senator from Vermont had been presented 
here a week or ten days ago and had been discussed and considered in 
connection with the otheramendments, then we would have been ready 
to vote upon it; but it has not been here at all. If Senators will un- 
dertake to investigate the amendment of the Senator from Vermont 
they will find that it is a very important proposition, and we may be 
prepared to take it, and we may not. 

My judgment is that the best thing the Senate can do is to adjourn 
upon this condition of affairs and proceed with the discussion of the 
bill properly, 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The Senator from New York, I think, will 
remember that the preposition which the Senator Vermont now 
has given notice he will offer as an amendment to section 4 was sug- 
gested by me on one of the ey the so-called Camden amendment 
was pending. So the Senate is not taken by surprise in this at 
all. It is not a new subject brought at aiskoee before the aokehen 
was definitely stated several days age during that general discussion, 


and was one of the amendments w I suggested on that occasion. 
Mr. CALL. If the Senator from Illinois will now consent, I will 
move that the Senate adjourn. 


Mr. CULLOM., I hope before the Senator makes the motion to ad- | in 


journ that the Senate will consent to the proposition of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, that general debate close at 4 o’clock, and that 
after that the debate on the bill and amendments shall be under the 
five-minute rule. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will again submit the 


tion. 
Per. MILLER. Oh, no. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair understands that objec- 
tion is made. The question recurs on the motion of the Senator from 
Florida that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I ask the Senator from Florida to withdraw the 
motion for a moment until consent can be had for printing the billand 
amendments. 

Mr. CALL. \ 

The PRESIDENT . Isthere to 
with the qnentenatl™ The Chair hears tone 

Mr. CULLOM. 
immediately after the morning business. 

Mr. CALL. I renew my motion that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 6 o’clock and 21 minutes p. m. 
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, May 12, at 1 
o'clock m. - 


the bill 
made. 
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retary of the Treasury 

retary of the Interior for the reconstruction of the east wing of the 
Interior Department building, with diagrams of the proposed plan of 
improvement; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 





I shall move to take up the bill to-morrow morning 





May 11, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, May 11, 1886. 
The House met at lio’clocka.m. Prayer bythe Chaplain, Rev. W. 


H. Miisury, D. D. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday’s proceedings. 
Mr. BEACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the read- 


ing of so much of the Journal as relates to the introduction and refer- 
ence of bills and joint resolutions be dispensed with. 


There was no objection. 
The remainder of the Journal was then read and approved. 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I ask unanimous consent that the prayer 


of the Chaplain, delivered this morning, be printed in the Recorp. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed by the Official Reporters 


that the prayer was not reported. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF INTERIOR DEPARTMENT BUILDING. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Sec- 
, transmitting an estimate from the acting Sec- 


PORTRAITS OF EX-ATTORNEYS-GENERAL. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 


Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, with inclosures, a letter from 
the Attorney-General asking that authority be given forthe allowance 
by the accounting officers of the Treasury of certain vouchers for por- 
traits of ex-Attorneys-General; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


BRITISH CREE INDIANS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 


Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting an estimate from the acting 
Secretary of the Interior of an appropriation for the relief of certain 
renegade British Cree Indians in Montana and to prevent their star- 


vation; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 


ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ELY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up for present consideration 
House bill No. 2851, being the special order fixed for to-day. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Speaker, I shall not antagonize that motion by 
raising the question of consideration so as to enable us to proceed with 
the continuation of the Army appropriation bill, in view of an arrange- 
ment partly made with the chairman of that committee, who is willing 
to accept, as I understand it, a suggestion that the consideration of this 
special order shall not consume a greater length of time than two hours. 
With that understanding—— 

Mr. ELY. I think we can finish the bill in two hours. 

Mr. HALSELL. I am satisfied that two hours will be sufficient; 
and I feel bound in good faith not to exceed that time, since from the 
very wording of this resolution, making this a special order, the con- 
sideration of the bill is subject to appropriation bills. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Wisconsin raise the ques- 
tion of consideration? 

Mr. BRAGG. I do not, with the understanding that the special 
order shall not consume a greater length of time than two hours. 

Mr. ELY. I think that will be sufficient. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, NEW MEXICO, ETC. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the title of the bill which is 


the special order for to-day. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
ASC ert rain a lig ie 


The SPEAKER. This bill is in Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. ELY. I move that the House go into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering tie 


The motion was to. 
ly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. HAMMOND in the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole for 
the consideration of the special order fixed for to-day, which the Clerk 


will 

The proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. ELY. 
this bill be dispensed with, and that it be read by sections after the gen- 
eral debate for consideration under the usual rule. 


There was no and it was so ordered. 
Mr. ELY. I desire to have read as a part of my remarks the report 
Private Land Claims on this bill 


I ask unanimous consent that the first formal reading of 
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tue of any sige, ae, or authority derived from the Spanish or Mexican Gov- 
ernments, w the Government of the United States is bound to respect under 
the provisions of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, or of the treaty known as 
the “ Gadsden treaty” with Mexico, or under the usages and customs of Spain 
and Mexico concerning the oflands. To the ascertainment and settle- 
ment of their claims the faith of our Government is colemenky pledged by treaty 
In reeognition of these treaty engagements the act of Congress, 
sifaicd “An act to establish the offices of surveyor-general of New Mexico, 
N »” &c.,. approved July 22, 1854, was The eighth 
it the duty of the gureeyorgenesal to ascertain the 
, nature, character, and extent ofall claims to under the laws, usages, 
and Mexico, and to makea full report thereon in the man- 
such report to be laid before Congress for such action as 
might be deemed just and with a view to confirm bona fide grants and 
ve full effect to the ‘of 1848 between the United States and Mexico. 
By a act of in 1870, the provisions of this section were 
Territory of Arizona. ‘This remedy has been found inadequate 
and almost valueless to claimants. This report of the land commission of 1530 
of nearly thirty years more than one thousand claims 
cavnaemnaeneee of which less than one hundred and 
to Congress; and of the number so reported Congress 
finally acted upon only -one.” It has been well said that “if this 
ioe Sra decal Ge gartees Wie ctilgntinns of the Govorumecs of the 
e Government of the 
these two Mexican treaties.” This committee, believing 
inadequate and valueless to claimants, but mis- 
leading ond teisdane to the ust rights of the United States, have by an amend- 
this its , but have in the seventh section of this 
bill = far as be, to claimants who have attem to 
a themselves of its the results of their labor and expenditures. 
The tribunal by this bill, a commission of three persons, to be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the to committee to be one well adapted to ascertain 
and settle these land claims \y, equitably, and with the least delay and costs 
t. Itmay beadded that it is the tribunal 
by preceding 


Congresses for the settlement 
claims under other treaties. 
poeuetnn pamectthie bill to the House witha recommenda- 
do pass the wing amendments, namely : 
of section 5, before the word “sickness,” the word “ non- 


in line 6 of section 7, after the words ‘“‘Guadalupe Hidalgo,” the words 
December 30, 1853, commonly known as the Gadsden 


outin lines 16,17, and 18 of section 7 the words “shall be accepted as 
before the commission created under this act,”’ and in- 
sert in lieu theréof the words “shall be competent evidence before said com- 
mission of such weight and credibility as they shall deem it entitled to, having 
ee ee eeneen eens Senen es wasesignally talnn.” 
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Insert in line 5 of section 12, after the words “‘ Guadal Hidalgo,” the words 
concluded Desembersé, late, commanty known as 


’ 
Add to the end of said bill as printed a new section, to wit: 
“Sec. 20. That section 8 of the act of Congress roved July 22,1854, entitled 
“An act to establish the offices of surveyor-general of New Mexico, Kansas, and 
Nebraska, to grant donations to actual se therein, and for other purposes,’ 


acts ey or in extension thereof or supplementary thereto, be, 


Mr. ELY. Inowyield so much time as he may desire to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. 
Mr. HALSELL. Mr. Chairman, the bill under consideration is the 


z 
Ee 
: 
5 
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ee nee eo Commnitioccn Private Land 
Claims, and has been unanimously reported with a favorable recommen- 
dation to this House; and the committee believes that if it is passed that 
the land claims in the Territories of New Mexico, Arizona, and 
the of Colorado will be eee eee By the eighth article of 
the treaty made between the t of the United States and the 


Hidalgo, Me Mexico on the 2d day of February, 1848, at Guadalupe 
were in the Territories previously belonging to 

Mexico and who should remain for the future within the limits of the 
eee nies cs ee cee nce ernentinse where 
then or to remove at any time to the Mexican Republic, 
sotamea the property which they possessed in said Territories, or to 
per th cages rr remove the proceeds wherever they pleased 
being subjected on this account to any contribution, tax, or 


whatever. 

Oran should toremain in said Territories might either re- 
tain the title and of Mexican citizens or acquire those of citizens 
of the United States; but they were to be under the obligation to make 
their election within one year from the date of the exchange of ratifica- 
tions of that treaty; and those who should remain in said Territories 
on ee that year without declared their inten- 
tion to the character of Mexicans be considered to have 
elected to become citizens of the United States; and a further i 

was that of every kind in said Territories then belonging to 
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Section 8 of said act is as follows: 

That it shall be the duty of the surveyor-general under such instructions as 
may be given by the Secretary of the laterior, to ascertain the origin, nature, 
character,and extent of all claims to land under the laws, usages, and customs 
of Spain and Mexico, and for this purpuse may issue notices, summon witnesses, 
administer oaths, and do and perform all other necessary acts in the premises 
He shall make a full report on all such claims as originated before the cession 
of the Territories to the United States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, of 
1848, denoting the various grades of title, with his decision as to the validity 
and invalidity of each of the same under the laws, usages, and customs of the 
country before its cession to the United States, and shali also make a report in 
regard to all pueblos existing in the Territory, showing the extent and locality 
of each, stating the number of inhabitants in the said pueblos respectively, and 


the nature of their titles to their lands, such report to be made according to 


the form which may be preseribed by the Secretary of the Interior, which re- 
port shall be laid before Congress for such action thereon as may be deemed just 
and proper, with a view to confirm Jona fide grants and give full effect to the 
treaty of 1848 between the United States and Mexico; and until ihe final action 
of Congress on such claims,ali lands covered thereby shall be reserved from 
sale or other disposal by the Government, and shall not be subject to the dona- 
tions granted by the previous provisions of this act. 

This, sir, has been the law ever since 1854 for the settlement of pri- 
vate land claims in the Territory of New Mexico. 

On the 28th of February, 1861, an act of Congress was approved ex- 
tending the provisions of the eighth section of the act of 1854 to Colo- 
rado, and on the 15th of July, 1870, to Arizona Territory. I call the 
attention of the House to the unsatisfactory results of the attempted 
settlement of private land claims in these Territories and the State of 
Colorado under the provisions of the law as it now exists. The land 
commission of 1880 stated that after a lapse of nearly thirty years more 
than one thousand claims have been filed with the surveyors-general, 
of which less than one hundred and fifty have been reported to Con- 
gress; and of the number so reported Congress has finally acted upon 
only seventy-one. The surveyors-general have reported to Congress an 
average of only five per year since 1854, and Congress has taken action 
on an average of less than three per year since that date. ‘There are 
embraced in those one thousand claims filed with the surveyors-general 
many millions of acres of as rich and fertile lands as there are in the 
United States, and in that vast area there are fraudulent claims no 
doubt set up to millions of acres of it. 

On the other hand, there are no doubt many lena fide grants which 
the Government, under her treaty obligations, is bound to respect. 
When these claims are filed with the surveyor-general, all the lands 
covered by them, whether fraudulent or bona fide, are reserved trom 
sale or other disposal by the Government until the final action of Con- 
gress upon such claims. 

Mr. Chairman, the millions of acres of land embraced in the one thou- 
sand claims filed with the surveyor-general, with the exception of those 
which I referred to awhile ago which Congress has acted on, are just in 
the condition they were in 1848 when the treaty of Guadalupe Hidaigo 
was entered into. It is not known whether they belong to the United 
States or to the claimants, nor do I believe that it will be known to 
whom these lands belong in the next quarter of a century, unless there 
is a tribunal created for the ascertainment and settlement of these claims. 
So unsatisfactory is the present law that the Commissioners of the Gen 
eral Land Office bave called the attention of Congress to the subject 
time and again. 

In his annual report for 1872, on page 65, Commissioner Drummond 
used the following language, which I will read: 

Particular attention is called to the conditien of private land claims within 
the limits of the remainder of the territory acquired by the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, and within the limits of the tcrritory acquired by the treaty commonly 
known as the Gadsen purchase. 

During the last session of Congress, this office submitted for the seitlement of 
these claims a draughtof a bill that, in my opinion, contains ali the best features 
of the laws passed for the settlement of similar claims in California, togethe: 
with certain additions which experience has suggested, and which it is believed 
will advance the interests of claimants and protect those of the United States. 
The inadequacy of the laws now in force for this purpose is well known, and 
justice to the meritorious class of claimants who hold private claims in said ter- 
ritories under grants properly acquired from the former government, requires 


that they be provided with a more speedy means of perfecting their titles than 
they are now afforded. 

From the history of private land claims in other localities we may reasonably 
infer that all delay in the final adjustment of like claims in the Territory now 
under consideration will increase the number, and render more difficult the 
detection of parties who present claims under forged or fraudulent title papers 
with the view of securing confirmations therewith. And it may be added that 
with the completion of railroads now being built or projected, and with other 
material improvements constantly developing the resources and adding to the 
wealth of that country, land now comparatively worthless will become valuable, 
and the incentive for manufacturing fraudulent papers of this character wil! be 
correspondingly augmented. ' 


In 1874 the surveyor-general of the Territory of New Mexico, in his 
annual report, said: ‘‘ For want of a feeling of security as to title sales 
of land, either by Government or grant, claimants in such regions are 

ractically closed out, and will so remain until some relief is afforded 

y Congress. Such a state of things is sufficient to paralyze the in- 
dustry, energy, and hope of any people.’? The Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, in his annual report for 1875, ealled the attention 
of Congress again to the subject, as follows: 


It is now more than twenty years since the surveyor-general of New Mexico 
commenced the examination of claims in that Territory, and he has since re- 
ported to Congress less than one hundred and fifty claims, though in 1866 he had 
more than one thousand upon his files; and of the number reported Congress 
has confirmed but seventy-one. 
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From these data it will be seen that the probable date when the last of these 
one thousand claims in New Mexico alone will be reported on and confirmed is 
in the far future. In the mean time the claimants must wait without remedy, 
and their grants, which would be valuable if the title were completed by a 
United States contirmation or patent, must remain comparatively worthless, as 
is all property where the vendor offers for sale an incomplete title and prospect- 


ive legisiation. The settler dares not settle and improve land lest it be subse- 
quently found to be within the limits of some unconfirmed and unsurveyed 
grant; and the United States, by such delay, not only loses the sale of its land, 
but, &e, 


This statement was repeated in the annual report of the Commis- 
sioner for 1876 with this addition: ‘‘In addition to the foregoing I 
might add that while these private land claims remain in their present 
unsettled condition it will continue to retard emigration to and settle- 
ment in said Territories, for until the titles thereto are ascertained 
and the land segregated from the public domain it will be impussi- 
ble to determine which is public land subject to appropriation and 
settlement under the public-land laws and which is not; therefore, 
settlement made with a view of acquiring title under the public-land 
system is necessarily at the risk of finding in the future the land 
settled upon included within the limit of a private land claim and 
the improvements lost to the party who made them. There have al- 
ready occurred many cases of hardship in this respect.’’ Again, in his 
annual report for 1877 the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
called attention to the condition of these private land claims, and urged 
upon Congress the necessity of some suitable legislation for the removal 
of the cloud resting upon land titles in the Territories. 

The surveyor-general of New Mexico, in his annual report for 1878, 
uses the following strong language: 

I have little hope that Congress will act upon any of these suggestions, as they 
have twice been presented heretofore and noaction taken thereon ; but the mag- 
nitude of the Government interest involved with the title to millions of acres in 
question impels me to aguin call attention to the criminally lax method and im- 

‘rfect means of investigating and adjusting these Spanish and Mexican titles. 
The uncertain condition of oe is retarding settlement, and until all <hese 
titles are segregated from the public domain t uncertainty of title will con- 
tinue, to the serious detriment of the citizens generally. 

The special land commission appointed by act of Congress said in 
1880 in their report, after having investigated the condition of private 
land claims in States and Territories containing treaty claims— 

The time has arrived when the States and Territories containing these treaty 
claims are no longer on the frontier, and they have ceased to be lated ex- 
clusively by oteodan population. Lines of transcontinental rail are 
ing them-in every direction; the restless activity of American civili 
spreading-townsand farms over the plains, and has ex the hidden treasures 
of the mountains; emigration is flowing in with rapidity, and industry 
and industry and th are exploring every avenue for development and in- 
"Sut st the foundation of all permanent growth lies the security and certainty 
of land titles, and no discussion is required to prove that this is unattainable in 
communities covered with claims to title of foreign derivation and of unascei- 
tained boundaries. Even the Government is ignorant of the lines of demarka- 
tion between its public lands and these treaty claims, and uncertainty and in- 
security taint the titles of purchasers. 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that I have shown conclusively that the pres- 
ent law is entirely inefficient for the settlement of that long-vexed 
question, private land claims in the Territories of New Mexico, Arizona, 
and the Stateof Colorado. Thenext question, Mr. Chairman, to which 
I call the attention of the House, is whether the commission proposed 
to be created by the provisions of the bill under discussion will be 
adapted to ascertain and settle the claims of to land in the Ter- 
ritories of New Mexico, Arizona, and the State of Colorado. 

I would say, Mr. Chairman, that this is not a new tribunal in this 
Government. The tracing of the history of the various boards of com- 
missioners for the ascertainment and confirmation of private land claims 
is very interesting, and I am sure the operations of those boards will 
show their great efficiency in the speedy settlement of private land 
claims, wherever they have existed. 

The first commission was created by act of 3d March, 1791, to finally 
confirm settlement claims and to grant military donations in Vincennes 
and the Illinois country in the territory northwest of the Ohio River 
derived by the United States from the Virginia cession of Ist March, 
1784, and from that time at different periods boards of commissioners 
have been created to settle private land claims in territories acquired 
by the United States. Their operations have always been expeditious 
and satisfactory. The law of 1854 applies only to the region embraced 
in the bill. The judicial confirmation of land claims began with the 
act of 26 May, 1824, but this mode has proved so slow and so expen- 
sive to claimants’ that it is very unsati The next act for the 
final confirmation of land claims by commissioners was the statute of 
3d March, 1803, to adjust titles in Mississippi Territory, em so 
much of the present States of Mississippi and Alabama as lies of 
the thirty-first degree of north latitude. For this purpose, two boards 
of three commissioners each were created, one for the district west of 
Pearl River, and the other for the district east of Pearl River. These 
boards, after finally deciding two thousand one hundred and fifty-two 
claims, adjourned sine die 2lst September, 1805. 

Congress, encouraged by such celerity of adjustment, on the 3d of 
March, 1807, an act, the fourth section of which conferred like 
powers of rmation on the board of commissioners created by act 
of March 2, 1805, for ascertaining claims in the Louisiana 
April 30, 1803. The act of 1805 had created three boards of three com- 


n is 


of language, furnishes a more perfect and effectual means for the 


missioners each, one for the eastern and one for the western district of 
Orleans Territory in the State of Louisiana, and one for the rest of the 
purchase, then called the district of Louisiana, afterward called the 
Territory of Louisiana, and finally called the Territory of Missouri. The 
board for the eastern district of Orleans Territory decided about two 
thousand and fifty-seven land claims, and adjourned finally in 1811. 
The board for the western district of Orleans Territory ied two 
thousand three hundred and eighty-nineclaims. The board for the dis- 
trict or Territory of Louisiana, afterward called the Territory of Mis- 
souri, embracing all of the Louisiana purchase north of the present 
south line of the State of Arkansas, finally confirmed one thousand 
three hundred and forty-two land claims and rejected a large number; 
the whole number confirmed and rejected is estimated to be about three 
thousand nine hundred and seven claims before their final adjourn- 
ment, which was in January, 1812. 

Florida was acquired by the United States from Spain by the treaty 
of February 22, 1819, and was surrendered to the United States on July 
17, 1821. Congress, in view of the rapid and satisfactory adjustment of 
land claims by boards of commissioners having final powers of confirm- 
ation throughout the whole public domain in the Territories I have 
mentioned, passed an act on May 8, 1822, creating a board of three com- 
missioners for East Florida, a like board for West Florida, and vested 
them with confirmatory powers in land claims. The board for East 
Florida confirmed or rejected 423 claims. Their successors, under act 
of February 8, 1827, confirmed or rejected 167 claims. Their successors, 
by act of May 23, 1828, the last act for the final adjustment of Florida 
land claims by commissioners, ended their labors on January 20, 1829, 
deciding in less than eight months 379 claims—confirming 116 and re- 
jecting 263. The successive boards for East Florida had by January 
20, 1829, decided about 969 claims and reported 180 more. The board 
for West Florida and their successors, under act of March 3, 1825, by 
July 13, 1825, when it finally adjourned, decided 590 land claims, con- 
firming 515 and rejecting 75. 

By act of March 3, 1851, and-acts amendatory thereto, a commission 
similar to the one proposed in this bill was created for the settlement of 
private land claims in California, and nearly all the land claims in that 
State have been settled with facility and great satisfaction. 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office, in his annual report 
for 1882, makes the eee statement in reference to claims in Cali- 


fornia prescated to board of commissioners created by the act re- 
ferred to: 
NI ii di hi linliins rains cincebeaniedbvetbenegbapthsutedmaicbbaiiaibancsbicpecee GIS 
Mission claims under No, 609 (24)...............ccsseeees ane » 8 
OU a ties jaetidediits el i ih adachct s ccthabl sesese 896 
Claims rejected by board and courts, or both ...........:66.....,ccceccceeseeecereneeeereeeeene QLZ 
ee snc iceancnow srbdonen os ngnctet cnammiigioneudliocanualabesoucadtoe 596 
Confirmed en cries ins at 28 
Confirmed ONIN Oy ricilinndebvecciciw atsccecncctecnstocneien 25 
Total in California to be disposed of..............5......0 53 


Mr. Chairman, I have presented the two systems in contrast with each 
other. I ask, sir, if there can be adoubt in the mind of any gentleman 
on this floor, in the light of the results of the two methods of settling 
private land claims, as I have shown them, that the commission is in- 
finitely Sir, the time has come when the of the 
United must meet this question and do something to protect the 
i honest claimants, see that the sti tions of treaties in 
to these lands shall be carried out in faith, and at the same 
to it that the Government is not swindled out of the lands 


sora onan bee 3 i Se be wer now by the passage 


i ju t, to settle justly, and equitably 
Slabs inthe Tersitenics of 


New Mexico, Arizona, 

Colorado, and thus check the gigantic frauds which 
perpetrated in those Territories for many years past. 
mmissioner of the General Land Office, in regard to a proposed 
bill creating a tribunal for the settlement of these private land claims, 
very similar to the one under consideration, says: 


inasmuch as in the majority of tke cases 
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It pormape he anammated thet, 

wie y have to go into court for the final adjudication of title, the 
commission m be aoe with and the courts vested with nal and 
exclusive in all cases. This course would be open to the following 
an Daas which is the objection against the present mode of set- 
ing these claims the act of IBS. In this connection it should be taken 
into consideration, that the courts already have all of the legitimate busi- 
ness they can attend to; and, second, that if the adjudication of the title in these 
have to be made ie court, hyd ppd hw hoes 
ve igi secaiing case a n m 
two or Guus dag Ubi wast on toa dag easunding: 60 ths ahem 
stances in each case, while, on the other hand, if the case is t into court 
in the form ofa transcript of the ofthe co: thereon 

oo a comparatively much time. 
If the Se ate Vee hee aatinde to Gee count, 8 would, in 
limit which they would all be 


Second, The commission as constituted in the proposed bill, with its interpret- 
ers and two law agents, one of whom is required to be sieitiod in ~ ee 
o 
interests of the United States than if the of these claims were de- 
The bill ocntecnpiates teat ox that one of the law agents shall 
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constant attendance n the commission, while the other, whose duties 
nt be more in the sotaeet a special attorney or agent, is abroad collecting 
in behalf of the Government. In many instances it will be neces- 
for each agent to visit the premises in person to procure the information 
witnesses necessary to a oe defense of the interests of the Govern- 

The district attorneys not bly , 
of them, forthe reasons, first, that outside of the time necessary to the 
of the duties ly pertaining to their respective offices they would 
ittle time to devote to these duties, and, second, that it would be nec- 
, in order to ly peform them, for the district attorney of each judi- 

Gial district to be fami with the Spanish language. 


The advantages of the settlement of private land claims by a board 
of commissioners instead of by judicial confirmation are set forth strongly 
in Commissioner’s rt for 1871 and in report of May, 1858, by Mr. 
Sandidge, chairman of the Committee on Private Land Claims, as follows: 


submitted, however, that existing legislation in regard to these claims is 
me. both to the canna and to claimants, in proof of which 
it is only necessary to refer to reports of Congressional committees and to fre- 
quent reports of the surveyor-general of New Mexico and this office on the sub- 


“On May 28, 1858, Mr. Sandidge, from the House Committee on Private Land 
as 3 

“The Oommittee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred a large mass 

of documents relative to private land claims in the Territory of New Mexico, 
me to make the wing report: , 

“It that a number of these claims were béfore the Committee on Pub- 
lie of the last Congress; but, from some cause, no action was taken 
thereon by the committee, nor by Congress. These claims, with others, since 
perenne: by the surveyor-general of the Territory, have received the most 
careful .attention your committee could give them; but, in justice to the com- 
m I must say this examination has been confined entirely to what seemed 
to be paaten in each case; having no time to scrutinize the evi- 
dence ‘the appitcation as made by the surveyor-general of the Spanish and 
Mexican laws usages to each of them in detail. Nor will it ever be in the 
power hereafter of any committee of this House to make such an examination 
as will be entirely , Should these claims be allowed to accumulate 
before Congress. It is now ten years since the Territory of New Mexico was 

and nearly four years since the surveyor-general of the Territory was 
eres to examine and report to us the private land claims of its people ‘ 
and although protected, as is supposed, by treaty in the enjoyment of their 
property sae man in that Territory, without some action of Congress, can sa 
his 
purchase 


ef 


: 


‘orm these duties, if it were 


it 


y 
le, however acquired, would hold inst any claimant who might 
his lands from the Government. ere, Soe one the — 

cause which has embarrassed your committee, Congress has nm compe ‘ 

in similar claims in Louisiana, Florida, and Missouri, to rely upon 
the of the several boards of land commissioners, and to confirm or reject 
by whole classes, as recommended by the commissioners. 

“In view of.such action, the of New Mexico are not at all pleased to 
muniments of title to one man, whose fit- 
gz is not supposed to qualify him particularly for discharging 
whose opinions are ex to control, to a 
of upon their claims. Because of this, 
reserve the right to itself of passing judgment, 
an examining commission, your committee be- 
rtant that such a board should consist of at least three per- 
tions, whether to Congress or a judicial tribunal, would 
more respect than your committee or the House 
the report of the surveyor-general alone. 

may not create such a board, and as it is due to the parties 

interested that the titles by which their lands are held should not be passed 
over to be settled by another anew. committee have authorized me 
or two ions) wu all the claims recom- 
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for the surveyor-general; with the understanding that 
should the action of conform to the views of the committee as to this 
board, the claims may be determined under the new law. 


* But for the gross injustice of the of New Mexico of delaying for an 

indefinite period action upon She ‘chntonn the certainty that under ex- 

ean never consider them under more favorable 

circumstances than at er eee eee would not have been willing to 

upon of ndividual claims for the reason first stated—want of 

time to examine fully,and the unknown quantity of land claimed by most of 
can 


4 — as be siviated v batcan hag ouvey of fn lands, and 
that. “ad, will ordered ngress in advanceof a recognition 
OF the to be confirmed by the bil! herewith 


; area of but five of them is either stated or estimated. They are for 
1 4 5 7,600 acres, and about 20,000 acres. 
embrace a less or r amount is not and can 


not be made known from the documentary evidence of title forwarded by the 


° grant in each case ae to some ——. hill, mountain-top, valley, or 


this matter in reports by my predecessors 
communication recently received from the 


following Mexican or Spanis! 
we or Spanish 


Maria Baca, No. 4, area 
1,200,000 acres; Antonio 
and Miranda, about 300,000 
the Ute Indian reservation, 
much more than one-third of the whole 
rendered unavailable at pres- 
sale and settlement. 
is unavailable land I call your atten- 
” more acres than the whole of the State of Ohio, 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont, Connecticut, 


nt unsati condition of affairs, 
the Secretary of the Interior, or Con- 


or their tatives, to defi- 





“T sincerely believe that the interests of the General Government, and of our 
people, and the growth both of this Territory and New Mexico, will be sub- 
served by the adoption of some policy which will enable emigrants who desire 
in good faith to settle upon the public lands,to know where they can make 
their selections without fear of future disturbance by adverse claimants. This 
whole matter is becoming so serious a drawback to the settlement of some por- 
tions of this Territory, that I feel it incumbent upon me to call the attention of 
your Department to the subject. 

“It seems to me that if practicable the Ute reservation should be reduced in 
quantity, or at least the limits should be thoroughly defined by a public and 
official survey, marked by such monumentsas will prevent future trespass upon 
the domain of the savages.”’ 

Some of the claims heretofore confirmed by Congress and surveyed cover 
principalities in extent, the claimed limits of one such embracing by estimation 
more than 2,000,000 of acres. 

It is most important to the growth and prosperity of those Territories, to 
which settlement is being rapidly attracted by the extension of railroads, that 
a separation be made at the earliest possible period between the public lands 
and those claimed under foreign titles. 

In this way only can the settler know where to locate safely, so as not to in- 
trude on the premises of others. The want of such definitive adjustment of 
the lines of public and private lands has already, in one instance, brought to 
notice by the governor of New Mexico, led to armed hostilities between settlers 
and employés of the grant claimants. 

It is respectfully suggested that the creation by Congress of a commission 
similar to that instituted by the act of March 3, 1851, for California, would best 
conduce to a speedy and just settlement of claims of this kind, and promote the 
rapid growth of those young and enterprising Territories. 


Mr. Chairman, those officers of the Government whose business it 
has been heretofore to look after the public lands of the United States, 
and who have investigated the operations of the various tribunals 
created by Congress to adjust and settle private land claims, are pre- 
pared to form an opinion as to the best mode of settling them, and hav- 
ing had the opportunity, on account of their peculiar duties, to ascer- 
tain the most efficient means for their settlement, have unhesitatingly, 
as I have shown, recommended their settlement by a board of commis- 
sioners, such as is proposed to be created by this bill. 

The ascertainment by the Government of what lands belong to it is 
a matter of the highest importance, and the rapidity with which they 
have disappeared from the public domain has excited an interest in the 
minds of the people of the United States in the last few years unparalleled 
in the history of this country. Two hundred million acres have been 
given away to railroad corporations, leaving only about two hundred 
millions belonging to the Government for the poor people of this country. 

The original intention of the Government was that the public lands 
belonging to it should be reserved for homes for our own people, fixing 
@ price so low that the poor people could procure homes tor their com- 
fort, but instead of that many million acres are in the possession of 
foreign corporations, claiming them as their own. Congress should 
watch with jealous eye the future disposition of the public domain. 

Mr. HEWITT. Will the gentleman from Kentucky permit me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. HALSELL. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. HEWITT. I should like to know whether in the opinion of 
the gentleman from Kentucky this bill confers upon the commission 
adequate power to revise and deal with those cases in which it is al- 
leged frauds have been committed by stretching the boundaries of the 
grant; in other words, whether this commission can take original tes- 
timony as to the extent of the grant, and rectify the surveys that have 
been already made—fraudulently made, it is alleged—so as to bring 
them down to the boundaries and quantity of land intended to be 
granted by the original grant. 

Mr. HALSELL. I think so. That was certainly the intention of 
the committee. It was their intention to correct all the evils that it 
was believed had existed for many years with reference to the bound- 
aries, and in view of the uncertainty of the testimony that had been 
taken to allow them to use only such testimony as had been taken, and 
give it such weight as the commission should think it deserved. 

Mr. HEWITT. In reading the seventh section I do not find a spe- 
cific grant of power to make the investigation required to rectify the 
allowances of land. I ask the gentleman from Kentucky whether the 
committee would be willing toaccept an amendment which would con- 
fer speeifically a grant of power on the commission to investigate the 
correctness of the quantities of land in the grant heretofore surveyed? 

Mr. HALSELL. I will say to the gentleman from New York that 
the committee are exceedingly anxious to have the best bill that can 
possibly be matured, and if amendments are suggested that will conduce 
to that end I am very certain the committee will accept them. I am 
not prepared to say as an individual what amendments I would accept. 
But knowing the general feeling of the committee, I know they feel an 
intense interest to get such a bill as will best accomplish the object in- 
tended. 

Mr. HEWITT. [ask the gentleman not to move the previous ques- 
tion so as to cut off the proposition of an amendment of that kind. 

Mr. REAGAN, I do not know what may be the purpose of the com- 
mittee, whether to call the previous question or not. But I call the at- 
tention of the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. HALSELL] to line 15, sec- 
tion 5, where there is inserted the word ‘‘ non-residence,’’ as an amend- 
ment by the committee, for the purpose of saying to him I am afraid it 
was a great mistake toinsert that word. We in Texas have had a great 
deal of experience in the adjudication of claims of this sort which orig- 
inated under the Government of Mexico. We also had a great deal of 
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experience with claims evidently manufactured and brought up subse- 
quently to the time of annexation. i ” be 





If this word ‘‘ non-residence 
inserted, if the depositions of non-resident witnesses can be taken to es- 
tablish these claims, I venture the statement that the whole of these 
claims will be established, and you had better just pass an act to turn 
over this land to whoever claims it than attempt to pass any bill of this 
kind. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I will explain that the provision of the 
bill to which the gentleman from Texas refers in section 5 only refers 
to the examination of non-resident witnesses. 

Mr. REAGAN. Iunderstandthat. The bill asamended provides—— 

That in case it shall be found impossible to precure the attendance of any 
witness by reason of non-residence, & 

Now, then, of all things it is the most important to the Government 
and to the actual settlers there, claiming under the Government, that 
you shall have the witnesses who establish these claims brought before 
the courts, if it is practicable. And when you insert this word, which 
is an addition to the language of the California act, as I have said, you 
had better pass an act turning the land over to the claimants, because 
it will all go tothem. 

I now call attention to this provision in section 7, on page 5: 

And evidence heretofore taken before the surveyor-general under the act of 
1334, entitled ‘An act to establish the offices of surveyor-general of New Mexico, 
Kansas, and Nebraska, to grant donations to actual settlers therein, and for 
other purposes,” shall competent evidence before said commission of such 
weight and credibility as they shall deem it entitled to, having in view the 
manner and circumstances under which it was originally taken. 

That is an amendment also by the committee. Of course the com- 
mittee have examined the subject and understand it better than I do; 
but it is a matter of very great moment that that commission shall be 
able to see the witnesses and hear the witnesses and sift their means 
of knowledge, and not take the loose testimony that may have been 
given ex parte and settle the claims upon such evidence as that. 

Mr. HALSELL. The committee contemplated that such a commis- 
sion would be created as would be able to judge of the character of the 
testimony presented to them, and give only such weight_to it as in 
their judgment it was entitled to. But this goes so far as to say that 
this ‘‘shall be competent evidence before said commission, of such 
weight and credibility as they shall deem it entitled to.’’ It is there 
as evidence, and they can presume nothing from the presence of the 
witnesses, from the manner of their testifying, from the fact whether 
it was ex partie testimony or testimony taken upon cross-examination, 
and I suggest to the committee—— 

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. Will the gentleman allow me to sug- 


gest the reason of that? This testimony was proposed to be used for | ting 


the reason that it was authorized to be taken under the law of 1854, 
and many of the witnesses are now dead. The parties claiming these 
lands and ts*went to certain expense, under the then existing law, 
to bring witnesses before the surveyor-general, but, after the surveyor- 
general had reported Congress failed to act, and this bill now proposes 
to repeal all the action that has been had, and this evidence is simply 
to be submitted to the commissioners to have such weight as they may 
see fit to give it. 

Mr. HALL. Up to the present time the acts of Congress have pro- 
vided a method of procedure under which testimony could be taken, 
and a great number of claimants have proceeded in accordance with the 
acts of Congress, have filed their evidence before the surveyor-general, 
and have been knocking at the doors of the Department and of Con- 
gress for thirty or thirty-five years past attempting in vain to getsome 
kind of action, and being almost willing to be beaten rather than be 
kept perpetually lying on the steps of the Department and at the doors 
of Congress asking for what seemed to them right and proper. 

In a great many instances this testimony has been taken at great 
trouble and expense, and, as has been suggested, many of the witnesses 
are dead, so that to attempt to go back and secure that testimony again 
would be an impossibility. The present bill simply contemplates a 
change of forum, a changeof method, putting this whole subject under 
the practical control and in the of the courts of the country. 
First, the district court, the superior, of course, of the commission cre- 
ated; es ee eminently just to these 
claimants that this evidence, w had been already taken pursuant 
to the laws of the country and had been on the files of the Department 
for years, should not be thrown aside and entirely lost, but should be 
made competent te be considered by this commission and by the dis- 
trict court, in case of review, for what it seemed worth—not, perhaps, 
of the high character of testimony that might be taken now pursuant 
to present methods, but still testimony worthy to be considered and to 
receive such weight as the commission and the court may see proper to 
give it. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I appreciate fally the objects which 
the committee have in view—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Before the gentleman from Texas proceeds the 
Chair desires to inquire whether the ao Kentucky [Mr. 
HALSELL] or the gentleman from [Mr. Ey] has the 
ee calp RAM aa oe ae are 

r was yielded or & portion 
Mr. HALSELL. I reserve the balance of my time. 
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Mr. ELY. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. HAESELL] has the 


floor. 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘To whom does the gentleman yield? 
Mr. ELY. I yield now tothe gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN]. 
Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the great importance of 


the object the committee havein view. Itis certainly a matter of very 
great im 
should be opened and the whole matter of these titles should be adju- 
dicated. Ido not propose to set up my judgment against that of the 
committee, who have gone through the labor of investigating this sub- 
ject and have examined the law under which this testimony was taken, 
which I have not done. 
committee the danger of allowing the commissioners provided for by 
this act to have their judgment controlled by evidence the character of 
which they have no means of determining except what appears upon 
the cold paper. I have seen so much in relation to this character of 
claims, and in relation to the kind of evidence by which it has been 
sought to establish them, that I feel it is always best, wherever it is 
practicable, to have the witnesses who are put forward for the confirma- 
tion of these claims put in a position where they can be cross-examined , 
where their m 


portance that good titles should be confirmed, that bad titles 


What I wished to do was to suggest to the 


eaning can be fully brought out, and where their charac- 


ter and their means of knowledge can be tested by the tribunal that is 
to pass upon their testimony. 
to the attention of the committee. 


My sole object was to bring that view 


Mr. ELY. I yield now to the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 


THOMAS]. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. Mr. Chairman, I wish to call the at- 


tention of the committee to an amendment which I propose to offer at 
the proper time. 
ant can come before this commission and have his claims adjudicated. 
and, if the evidence be satisfactory to the commission, there 
firmation of the grant, which deprives the United States of any claim 
as much as though Co: 
com 


In section 7 of the bill it is provided that the claim- 
is a con- 


had passed a special act granting the land 
within the boundaries of the grant directly to the claimant. 
All over this vast extent of territory, comprising, as the chairman of 


the committee has said, an area equal to several of our most important 
States, people from the East and the West, theSouth and the North, have 
during the last twenty yearssettled and made their homes. They claim 


title adversely tothese pretended grantees; and thisbill makes no pro- 
vision for their defense or protection. The Commissioner of the Gen- 


eral Land Office says that his office is filled with petitions claiming 


protection from the Government against these gigantic ‘‘land-sharks’ 
(as they must be called in many instances), who have succeeded in get - 
through Congress ial grants conveying to them hundreds of 
thousands, and even millions of acres, when they were entitled eithe: 
to ing or to a very small number of acres. And these grants by 
we been declared by the Supreme Court to be absolute, to be 

grants de novo, to cut off all title that the United States may have had 
inthelands. This bill provides that the decision of the commissioners 
to be appointed in pursuance of the act shall have the same effect as 
the decision of the court, with the proviso that the parties may go be- 
fore the United States district court and finally before the Suprem: 


I have prepared an amendment, with which I think the committ«: 
ae be eeeal sepeete, ewane See ewes to cates tp pad show 
that there is no title as under the Spanish or Mexican grant. 
or that the boundaries as claimed extend beyond the original grant. 
Such things, Mr. Chairman, are common. I have the honor to be 
member of this committee, and there was referred to me as a subcom- 
mittee one of these private land claims where the report of the su:- 
veyor-general, made under the law of 1854, showed that the priva‘- 
land claim covered 130,138 acres. On close examination and thoroug': 
inquiry I ascertained that if there was any grant at all it covered on! 
1,813 acres. . 

Mr. FELTON. How did the gentleman get that information’? _ 

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. From the General Land Office. 1) 
Commissioner of the Land Office wrote me a letter, which I embodi« | 
in the report, advising that the bill to confirm that grant be laid on (|. 
table. And the case is similar with hundreds of these claims. 

Then that shows the necessity of passing a measu': 


Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. Some law of this kind is absolute’: 
Congress has and can have no means of knowing the fea-'- 
bility or justice of passing in any given case a special law confirmin: » 
land grant to any man. In one case meutioned by the Commission 
of the General Land Office the quantity of land claimed to have bee 
granted was 1,700,000 acres; and a special act of Congress was pass: 
vesting in the claimants that ty ofland. But itwas ascertainc | 
afterward that 96,000 acres constituted the full extent of the grant; an‘ 
rest of the land vested in the claimants by special act of Congre~ 
of iond hed the's wept away withou Podiciol tsi. 
acres swept t any icial trial. 
The Supreme Court docineed thes the acs Congress was a gift, a grant 
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de nove by Congress, which could not be disturbed; that title had-vested | with small cost of time and money to the holders. The values of 
under that act, and these settlers, not having secured a title from the | these grants are so small that the holders would not ordinarily be jus- 


Government of the United States, must be turned out. 
as I have indicated, that in any case aris- 


ing under this bill the parties who have settled on the land in question, 


80 or 160 acres it ma: shall be allowed to become parties 
cmos commissioners and ens the court to defend their title and 
to show, if they can, that Mexico or Spain never granted to the claim- 
ants any land whatever. In this way not only the interests of the set- 
tlers but the interests of the United States will be protected, and there 
will be far less liability to fraud. In my judgment this bill ought not 
to without such an amendment. ; 

THOMPSON. I understand thatthe Committee on Private Land 
ims are to the gentleman’s amendment. 
Orr THOMAS “of Wisconsin. Tm glad to understand, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the committee are willing to assent to this amendment. 
Mr. ELY. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that general de- 
bate on this bill be closed at fifteen minutes after 12 o’clock. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I believe I must object: Ido not know that any 
more time than the gentleman indicates will bé desired, but on so im- 


portant a bill a reasonable time should be allowed for debate. 

Mr. ELY. There are only two hours allowed for the disposition of 
this bill, and at _— past 12 o’clock one of those hours will have 
expired. After the bill must be considered by sections, and we 
may not be able to get through with it in the two hours, unless we 
agree to this limitation. ; 

Mr. HOLMAN. I believe I will not object. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there is no objection the order requested by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ety] will be made, and the 
se on this bill will be closed at quarter past 12 o’clock. 

Chair hears no objection, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. ELY. [I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
Str, SPIEIN 

Mr. GER addressed the committee. [See Appendix.] 

Mr. JOSEPH. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, the 
many and involved questions growing out of land titles, which it is 
the aim of this bill to settle, are extremely important, both to those 
claiming the lands, who have their all involved, and important to our 
Government, in that solemn treaty obligations are involved. They 
should then merit the generous and favorable consideration of Con- 
gress. It may be well to state in this connection that all similar ques- 
tions have been settled in the manner by this bill. In all 
cases where lands have been acquired from foreign governments, whether 
by cession or conquest, the intricate questions which the new relations 


: 
i 
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invariably settled by commissions ap- 
and constituted in the same manner proposed by this bill. 
Questions growing out of the cession of lands by Great Britain and 
from the acquisition of the immense Louisiana purchase and the Spanish 
So ee of California and the ceded lands of Florida 
from Spain were all settled in this way. The establishment of com- 
missions has been the agency of settling speedily, economically, and 
satisfactorily the question of title involved in this immense territory, 
covering hundreds of millions of acres of land. No other method was 
suggested or ea of in regard to this immense acquisition. 
Territories of New Mexico and Arizona and the State of Colo- 
to be found the only lands now remaining unsettled, so far as 
titles are concerned. Regardless of the satisfactory manner in 
resulted, it has been suggested 
them. For about thirty-eight 
lands have remained as they now are. Their condition has 
worse instead of better. The lands there are no nearer 


ite 
if 
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settlement they were thirty-eight yearsago. The reason for this is 
that there is a constantly stream of immigration pushing 
into this section of the country, which gives rise to a great demand for 
lands. The questions which grow out of this demand for lands and 
the settlement of the lands are very complicated and 

and become more and more difficult of solution as 
the years . Thecommission appointed for the settlement of 
land titles in was enabled after four years’ work to finally 
ant satisfactorily adjust ically all disputes to land titles in that 
State. This was although the condition of land titles 


was worse at the passage of this law than those of all other 

Territories. It is no argument against the commission plan 
that a few cases involving large amounts have not as yet been settled 
in that involving large sums of money. This is still less an argu- 
ment when it is proposed to use it as such in reference to the Terri- 
tories and State named in this bill. It is not the large and valuable 
po eet ala to settle. 

New Mexico and the other sections named in the bi!l the smaller 
grants are largely in excess of the larger ones. Many of these smaller 
grants embrace less than 80 acresof land. This argument has no efféct 
when brought to bear upon the smaller 
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tified in expending the time and money required by a judicial ascér- 
tainment. To force them into the courts would be an act of great 
injustice, for, in that event, the burden of court expenses would be 
more than they could bear. This would put the undisputed claimant 
of a small holding of ten acres on a par with and to the same expensive 
formalities of protracted investigation and the usual delays of court 
proceedings asthe disputed claimant of thousands of acres. It is the 
rights of the undisputed claimants, especially those of small holdings, 
that we desire to protect by a commission, and to afford them an op- 
portunity to acquire titles to their homesteads without further delay 
and with as little cost as possible. 

Mr. Chairman, the lands in regard to which we desire to have the 
titles settled by this bill are not public lands, but it must be kept con- 
stantly in mind that asarule these claimants long before they came 
under the sovereignty of the United States had a good and sufilicient 
title to the lands they claimed. Their right to these Jands has long 
been recognized by common and statute law, and also by the usages and 
customs of the parent country. They exercised all the rights which 
any man may exercise inregard toland. They disposed of their lands 
by will and inherited lands from their ancestors; they bought and sold. 
and so doing no question was ever raised as to their right so to do; nor 
was the sufficiency of their title ever brought into question more than 
isordinarily the caseelsewhere. In their own country, where they and 
their fathers had lived long before the United States acquired the right 
to govern them, their right to these lands was absolutely clear and 
indisputable. As in all cases, there may be fraudulent and insuflicient 
titles to large tracts of these lands; but wherever lands are held by the 
tenure of fraud and corruption this forms the exception rather than the 
general rule, and such titles constitute but a small part in number com 
pared with the immense number of rightful claimants whose claims 
would be happily settled by a commission. - 

Before these lands were acquired by the United States the people 
occupying them owned thesoil. It was theirs byall the rights. secured 
by their laws. They had paid for them, and they had occupied them 
and cultivated the soil. This mere act of occupation and cultivation 
in itself was a valuable consideration to the sovereign of these people 
from whom they derived their title to these lands. Their sovereign 
had no claim to their lands according to their laws, and when these peo- 
ple were transferred to the sovereignty of the United States it must 
be borne in mind that they still possessed unimpaired their rights of 
person and of property. These rights were guaranteed to them by 
treaty obligations—by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and other sol- 
emn like stipulations. The people who held these lands can not, per- 
haps, make a perfect paper title, if any paper title at all exists. The 
transferring of land by written instruments was not known to their laws. 
Their ancestors settJed upon the lands when the whole country was pop- 
ulated with savage tribes of Indians, and they acquired their right to 
possession and their possession by an apportionment according to the 
military usages of that day. It may be that records were kept of the 
different allotments that were made; butif se, many of them have been 
obliterated by the lapse of time. It would work great injustice now 
to require that these people should show some written instrument of 
title. 

This they can not do, and to evict them in case they can not showa 
grant, cession, warranty, or survey of their lands, as is provided by other 
bills now before the Congress of the United States, is a svecies of cruelty 
and barbarism which could be compared only to savage raids known to 
Indian warfare. ‘These people can only prove that they ortheir ances- 
tors or grantees have occupied and owned their lands from time imme- 
morial, and they can prove no more. Upon this showing they should 
be given their titles, and not be put to the trouble and expense of ju 
dicial ascertainment. The bili now pending before the United States 
Senate is especially detrimental to the small holders of these grants. 
It establishes a triple tribunal, running through the highest courts in 
the land. By it the poor man with his small holding is compelled to 
go as far with his small income as the rich man with his large interests 
to carry him through the difficulties of the situation. . The result of 
such a judicial ascertainment of rights will compel the poor man to lose 
his all. He can not stand the pressure caused by delays and the cos 
of litigation. The result will be that he will be compelled to relin- 
quish the dearest rights of man—the rights guaranteed to us by Magna 
Charta and the rights guaranteed to them by solemn treaty stipulations 
the rights of person and property. Many of these people will lose 


suggested by the Senate bill is consummated. 

This Government has no more right to take possession of their lands 
in this way than it has to take possession of the Canadian dominions. 
It will be seen that this bill includes claims that have been acted upon 
and reported to Congress for confirmation by the surveyor-general of 
the Territory of New Mexico. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, you will see that all the best features of the 
various plans suggested for the ascertainment of titles by judicial in- 
quiry without inquisitorial, oppressive, and confiscatory characteristics 
are included in this bill. At the same time it deals generously with 
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the claimants, and kindly gives assistance to those who are in need of 
the favorable consideration of the Government. This bill places these 
ple where they belong, in the category of citizens of the United States. 
t assures to them their rights of person and property, equal to those 
possessed by our people in all sections of this great country. It treats 
them as citizens and not as intruders upon publiclands. It secures to 
them the lands which are rightfully their own, and it will be a guar- 
antee to them that this Goverament means to deal with them honestly 
and justly. 

Mr. ELY. I yield now to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Chariman, I have beena member of the Private 
Land Claims Committee long enough to become thoroughly satisfied that 
the present method of disposing of the cases of the character now under 
consideration is in no way satisfactory to the committee having the cases 
in charge or to the Government or the parties who are interested in 
them. During the short time I have been on this committee it has be- 
come my daty to investigate and consider some three or four cases com- 
ing under these grants, and I have not yet found a single case wherein 
I have not become satisfied the claimants were asking from ten to fifteen 
times the quantity of land they were entitled to receive. And such a 
course of procedure as this, which inevitably, I may say, results in that 
which is not creditable to Congress and which is not just to the Govern- 
ment, is not one that should be sustained and upheld by the Congress 
of the United States. 

Now, I believe that by adopting the amendments to this bill, as re- 
ported from the committee, the amendments offered by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. TaHoMAs] which have been su; , we have a 
most perfect tribunal, one that will be entirely satisfactory to the whole 
country, and one which will result in disposing of this question in a 
manner just to the Government as well as to the claimants. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time fixed for the general debate on this 
bill has expired, and the Clerk will now report the bill by sections for 
debate and amengments. 

The Clerk read the first section of the bill, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c,, That for the yorpeee of ascertaining and settling private 


Jand claims in the Territories of New Mexico and Arizona and in the te of 
Colorado @ commission shall be, and is hereby, constituted, which shall consist of 








three commissioners, one of whom shall be skilled in the Spanish and English 
nage to be appointed by the President of the United States, by and with 
the adv 


and consent of the Senate, which commission shall continue for four 
years from the date of the passage of this act, unless sooner discontinued by the 
President of the United States; and there shall also be appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,a 
competent attorney, whose duty it shall be to attend the sessions of the said 
commission in behalf of the United States, and in all things to represent the in_ 
terests of the United States in the matters coming before the commission | 

Mr. REAGAN. I move to strike out the last word for the purpose 
of asking a question. 

I desire to ask the chairman of the committee with reference to this 
first section of the bill whether it would be agreeable to the commit- 
tee to insert after the word ‘‘States,’’ in line 16, the words ‘‘in con- 
nection with such attorneys as may be employed by persons claiming 
adversely to such grant.’’ 

My reason is that there may be other or junior claims to these grants; 
and they may want their attorneys to co-operate with the attorneys of 
the Government—— 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. Let me interrupt the gentleman from 
Texas to say that an amendment has been suggested which will be of- 
fered at the proper place, allowing actual settlers to come in, which 
amendment has been accepted by the committee and so far as I know 
there is no objection to it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that provision ought to be made at 
the end of section 5, and I shall propose at the proper time, unless the 
committee suggests some amendment more satisfactory, to insert the 
following: 


Provided, however, That any pe claiming an interest in any land embraced 
in any such claim shall have the right to in any case involving the same, 
in person or by attorney, and introduce evidence in su thereof, and in su 
port of the claim of the United States to the land involved in the ng. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. I ask the gentleman from Indiana to 
permit me to read an amendment which I propose to offer at the proper 
time, which I think will effectually cover the ground. ; 

Mr. HOLMAN, Very well. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. 
proper place the words: 


Provided, however, That any person or corporation claimingan adverse title or 
right, under the United States or otherwise, to ony pest of 
or who shall be in the actual ion of the 
thereof, otherwise than by the or permission 
of the passage of this act, shall be entitled to and shall 
vene as a party in interest in the cause or 
sioners, by attorney or otherwise, at an 
dered by said comm and to su 
part the right of the claimant or the existence or the validity of Pre. a me 
or claim, which evidence sosubmitted shall be considered by the in 
making their decision. 


I propose to move to insert at the 


Mr. REAGAN. That is better, and I think should be 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is it the purpose to bring that in at the bottom of 
section 5? 

Mr. THOMAS. I shall offer it at the end of section 7. 


Mr. KEAGAN. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 
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transaction of business, and 
be a quorum present; and of said 
authorized to administer oaths; and the board, when in session, may summon 


acts and thin, 


procure the atten 


other Sy of such witness, it shall and may be lawful for the said board to 
provide for i 


the usual rules established b 


day’s work, you can make up any case you please. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next section of the 


bill. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec. 5. That any two of said commissioners shall constitute « quorum for the 
no ing shall be taken as a board except there 
commissioners shall be, and is hereby, 


witness and issue writs ef subpcena to com 
witnesses in any case pending before the said board, and do all and singular the 

necessary to carry this act into effect, of all which a complete 
a and whigh record, together with all testimony, l be 
kept, taken in writing, and be recorded and preserved in bound books to be pro- 
vided for that pu : Provided, That in case it shall be found impossible to 
of any witness, by reason of sickness,extreme age, or 


1 their attendance, and examine 


ng the testimony of such witnessin the usual manner and under 
the cdurts in such cases. 
The committee recommend the adoption of the following amendment : 


“In line 15, before the word ‘ sickness,’ insert the words ‘ non-residencc,’ so 


that it will read ‘by reason of non-residence, sickness,’ "’ &c. 


Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. There is a verbal correction to be made 


in this connection, which I ask consent to make; in line 6 the word 


‘* witness’? should be ‘‘ witnesses.”’ 
The amendment was to. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs upon the adoption of the 


amendment proposed by the committee. 


Mr. REAGAN. I desire to be heard upon that amendment. 
I wish to inquire of the committee if they think it best to keep the 


word ‘‘non-residence’’ in; and I beg-to state in relation to that, that 
the making and bringing of grants of this sort into Texas, and I sup- 
pose into all of the Territories, by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
has been one of the industries of that 
years, and it is conducted by as able lawyers as this country produces, 


part of the country for many 


men who know how to shape testimony to meet any objection which 


may be urged in any court. It is well known toall who are conversant 


with the subject that by going into Mexico and paying men as for a 
If these words, 
then, are to remain in the bill, the claimants can go to Mexico and make 
their proof by deposition, as it will be taken there; so that it will be 


cheaper for the Government and better to pass an act at once and place 


the title in the present claimants than to undertake to protect its 


rights. 


Mr. HALL. Let me interrupt the gentleman to ask: Do you think 


the danger to which you allude is any greater than the injustice which 
might follow the deprivation of the right to parties hereafter of taking 
testimony of non-resident witnesses? There are people living in the 
various States whose testimony might be applicable in that connection. 


Mr. REAGAN. I suppose it is true that togetat the justice of these 


cases it is very rare indeed that it would be necessary to send to Mex- 
ico for witnesses, because the witnesses are in the country where the 
land is. That is where the cause of action arises and where the title 


exists, 
Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I will state, with the consent of the 
gentleman from Texas, that I offered the amendment in committee, but 


I am not strenuous about its adoption. It only seemed right to put it 
i i uence of the view the gentleman takes of it I am not 


unwilling to have it stricken from the bill. 
amendmen 


The t of the committee was rejected. 
The Clerk read section 7, as follows: 


Sec. 7, That each and every person claiming lands in either of the Territories 
or State mentioned in this act, by virtue of any title, or authority derived 
from the Spanish or Governments, wh ht, tile, or authority the 
Government of the United States is bound to respect under the provisions of 
.the Government M or under the 
Mexico in the disposal of shall present 
hen sitting asa board for that purpose, 

ny of witnesses as the 


the offices of suryeyor of New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska, togrant 
to ee ee eed for other purposes,” shal! be accepted 
as evidence as though taken before the commission created under this act; and 
it shall be the duty of the said commissioners, when the case is ready for hear- 
, to proceed promptly to examine the same wu such evidence, and upon 
States, and to decide upon the 

claim, and, within thirty days after such decision is rendered, 


court in and forthe district in which such decision 
ms 


: 


The amendments of the committee are as follows: 

after the words “‘ Guadal Hidalgo,” in line6, the words “ or the treaty 
cintlial eeuahet Wh GK comacenly Ecce on ths Gadekan teenty.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The committee also recommend to strike out the words “ shall be accepted as 
evidénce as though taken before the commission created under this act,”’ in lines 





van rT 


caly 


edas 
lines 
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18, 19, and 20, and insert “ shall be competent evidence before said commission of 





such weight and credibility as they shall deem it entitled to, having in view the 
manner and Goeunatanees undies which it was originally taken.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee is to strike out the proviso beginning 
in line 32 and continuing down to line 47. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. I wish to offer the amendment I have 
already indicated to that section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, however, That any person or corporation claiming adverse title or 
right under the United States, or otherwise, to any part of the land so claimed, or 
who shall be in the actual of the land so claimed, or any part thereof, 
otherwise than by the lease or ission of the claimant, at the time of the pas- 
sage of this act, shall be to and shall have the right to interveneasa 
party in interest in the cause or proceedings before the said commissioners by 

otherwise, at time before a decision has been rendered by said 
commissioners, and to submit evidence contesting, in whole or in part, the right 
of the claimants or the existence or validity of the alleged grant or claim; which 
evidenceso submitted shall be considered by the commissioners in making their 
decision. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I wish toinquire of some member of the committee 
whether or not it was deemed practicable to impose some limitation 
upon the duration of claims? There must be a great many instances 
w the adverse possession of a portion of the property claimed, 
or all of it, t to be taken into consideration. 

Mr. ELY. bill provides for that further on. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. Wherea person has been in possession 
forty years he is entitled to claim not to exceed 80 acres of land, by 
reason of actual for that length of time. 

Mr. HO . If that is contained in a later portion of the bill, I 
will not rn the matter now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Tuomas]. 

The amendment was d to. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to propose an amendment which I have 
written out, to come in after the word ‘‘rendered,’’ in line 32 of sec- 
tion 7. I propose to insert there these words: 

And such claimants, before the title to any such claim shall be confirmed to 
them, shall show that they, or those under whom they claim, have paid all 
taxes due on the same to the Territorial, county, and municipal governments in 
which the same may be situated. 

I desire to say to the committee that we had in Texas various efforts 
running through more than thirty years to control the manufacture of 
titles. Those engaged in that business would come into the State and 
manufacture a title to land in a country which had been settled for 
thirty or forty y: where men had made their homes, built their res- 
idences, Sem f yroe Made and made all sorts of improvements. The 
parties would sue the settlers in the Federal conrts, perhaps at a great 
distance from them. ‘Those who had wealth enough and determination 
enough to resist this attack upon their titles would be all right. The 
parties would say, ‘‘We will make a quitclaim deed to you.’’ Others, 
unable to litigate, had to rebuy their lands or be ejected. We never 
had that stopped until we got the thirteenth article inserted in the 
constitution of Texas, that parties could not maintain their claims or 
have any in court unless they could show they had paid State, 
county, and municipal taxes upon the property in dispute. That gave 
us If you adopt that provision you will put a stop to this 


Mr. SPRINGER. I think thatisright. I hopethe amendment will 


_ Mr. ALL. I want toinquire of the gentleman from Texas if there 
is not a broad distinction between the case put by him and this case. 
The cases the gentleman has alluded to applied only to lands where 


the title belonged to the State of Texas. 
‘ ‘Mr. REAGAN. They applied to lands where there was a Mexican 


Mr. HALL. I understand that; lands subsequently acquired by the 
State of Texas. Now the taxes that you would require to be paid 
under this amendment are taxes which are assumed to have 

ed on lands the title to which is in the United States. 
Mr. REAGAN. I suggest to the gentleman from Iowa that in the 
section of country where this bill will operate these claims purport to 
be older than the claims where the titles are from the Govern- 


ff 


ment. These are in subsequently on older deeds. It 
was to i that that we adopted the article in our constitution to 
which I have referred; and the same proposition should be adopted 
with reference to Arizona and New Mexico. 

io the hammer fell. ] 

. WEA of Iowa. In my judgment this body ought to go 
very slow in upon this question, and it seems to me that 
here is a good to go slow. 

By the act of 1854 Congress provided for the examination of all these 


i 
I 


surveyor-general of New Mexico has entered upon 
and re-examination of the work of his pred- 
allowed to go on it seems to me in a very 
information all be laid before Congress and 
accurate Congressional action. 
Chairman, in these commissions that are 
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appointed under the whip and spur and with the idea that they must 
act and act promptly. I send to the desk and ask to have read a letter 
I have received from Hon. George W. Julian, surveyor-general of New 
Mexico, concerning this bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


UNITED STATES ScrVEYOR-GrNERAL'S OFFICE, 
Santa Fé, May 3, 1586. 

My Dear Sir: Let me ask your particular attention to the inclosed article 
from a leading Democratic paper in this Territory touching the bill recently re- 
ported from the House Committee on Private Land Claims, and made the special 
order in your body for the llthof May. The article pretty clearly expresses my 
views; and as Iam on the ground, mingling freely with the people here, and 
my official duties necessarily interest me in the subject and qualify me, I hope, 
to give an intelligent opinion, I trust you will do me the honor to duly consider 
the points made in the article. Under the circumstances I ought to be better 
fitted to judge of the matter than most of the members of Congressional com- 
mittees, who are obliged to look at it at long range. But I need not dwell on 
the subject. I only wish to add that the passage of the bill referred to, at least 
in its present shape, would be disastrous to the best interests of New Mexico. I 
know your interest in matters involving our land policy and your personal 
friendliness to me; and for this reason I make this appeal to you. 

Iam, very truly, yours, 





GEO, W. JULIAN. 
Hon. JAmMEs B. WEAVER. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. There is no man in America better quali- 


fied to judge of the present land policy, or the policy as to any partic- 
ular locality or district, than Mr. Julian; nor can his motives or infor- 


mation or intelligence be impugned in the least. I now send to the 


Clerk’s desk the article referred toin Mr. Julian’s communication, and 
ask that it be read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


THE LAND COMMISSION PROJECT. 


Under the act of July 22, 184, it is made the duty of the surveyor-general to 
carefully examine all claims to Spanish grants, and make full report of his opin- 
ion to Congress for its final action. This would have proved a wise method of 
settling these cases if the surveyors-general of this Territory had been capable 
and honest men, and Congress had promptly acted upon their reports. The 
shameful maladministration of the act of 1854 has been the trouble, and not the 
act itself, and what is nedeed, therefore, is not further legislation or new ma- 
chinery but improved methods. We are now living under an administration 
thoroughly committed to the work of reform. Our present surveyor-general 
has nearly completed his investigation of the cases on the files of his office; and, 
under instructions from the Land Department, he is thoroughly re-examining 
the work of his predecessors and preparing supplementary reports which will 


smooth the way of Congress to a speedy and just conclusion in the final settle- 


ment of these cases. All that is now wanted is that this work shall go on, and 
that Congress shall promptly do its duty. Many millions of acres now held in 
reservation under false claims and extravagant surveys can thus be speedily re- 


stored to the public domain, and the prayer of the people of New Mexico for 
settlement of their land titles be satisfactorily answered. 


But should it be decided that Congress is not a fit tribunal for the adjudica- 


tion of these cases,an easy and obvious remedy is at hand. Let the act of 1854 


be so amended that the cases examined and reported by the surveyor-general 
shall be referred to the General Land Office for decision, with the right of appeal 


to the Secretary of the Interior, as in other cases. Each claim will thus be sub- 


mitted to the appropriate department of the Government, with ali the docu- 

mentary and other evidence respecting it, and the opinion of the surveyor-gen- 

eral touching the law and the facts, and his citation of authorities in support of 

his views. This would open the way for the final settlement of the whole of 

— Spanish grants in less than two years, and New Mexico would have a new 
irth. 

But the grant claimants of the Territory are now howling for a “‘land com- 
mission”’ to settle these titles. They see rocks ahead, and are hunting for some 
meansofescape. They don’t like the operations of our surveyor-general, and 
they are seeking to arrest his work by transferring the whole business to a tri- 
bunal to be created by the bill recently reported from the House Committee on 
Private LandClaims, Let us look at its provisions. The three commissioners 
it provides for are to decide these cases, and from their decision an appeal lies 
to the district court of the Territory, and from the decision of that court to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, which isalready behind with its work four 
or five years. The apes settlement of these titles by such a procees is simply 
impossible. It would require eight or ten years; for every grant claimant 
would appeal from an adverse decision, even if sure that his title was bad, sim- 
ply as a means of prolonging his dominion over his ill-gotten possessions. It 
would be his interest to do this asthe holder of a false claim and, in nearly every 
case, of a very large additional area illegally surveyed into it. It is thus easy 
to see why our grant men are so anxious about t'.e passage of this bill. The 
speedy and just settlement of land titles in New Mexico is exactly the thing 
they do not want, and they are striving, with all their might, to avert or post- 
pone their impending day of judgment. Every intelligent man in the Terri- 
tory who is not interested in Spanish grants, and has given the subject his at- 
tention, knows this, and that the passage of this bill, in its present form, would 
be disastrous to New Mexico. 

The measure is radically defectivein other particulars. It makes no provis- 
ion for turning over to the proposed commission the archives now on file in 
the surveyor-general’s office, nor the opinions of the surveyor-general, with 
the law and evidence in each case and his citation of authorities in support of 
his views, all duly certified,and now before Congress, These papers would 
greatly facilitate the work of the commission by economizing its labor and 
eames its conclasions. Without them each case must be re-examined from 

e beginning, including the retranslation of all Spanish papers. 

The pending bill is open to another and far more serious objection. The great 
curse of New Mexico, so far as these grants are concerned, has been the cnor- 
mous stretching of their boundaries by deputy surveyors, whose interest it was 
to extend their lines as a means of increasing their pay, or as the result of brib- 
ery by the claimants. Witnesses have been suborned forthe purpose, and mill- 
ions of acres of the public domain surveyed into the grants. The surveyor- 
general, if ever so honest, has been armed with no power to judicially deter- 
mine the boundaries in advance, so as to make impossible these gigantic frauds. 
The settlement of titles is of far less moment than the correction of surveys, 
and the pending bill,in making no provision for this, gives us Hamlet with 
Hamlet omitted. The question of boundaries is as strictly a judicial one asthe 
adjudication of titles. We must insist, therefore, if a commission is to be cre- 
ated, that the act providing for it shall be no half-way measure, but cover every 

nt, and leave nothing undone in the work of a complete settlement of this 
jong-pending and vexatious problem. 


Before the Clerk had completed the reading of the above article the 
time of Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa, expired. 
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Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I ask unanimous consent that the whole 
of the article be printed in the RECORD as a of my remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. That can be done under the general leave that 
has been granted. 

Mr. ELY. LI yield to the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. Symxs. } 

Mr. SYMES. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say one word in reply to my 
jriend from Iowa. Ofcourseevery new surveyor-general, every new gov- 
ernor, every new judge, every new officer that goes out to a Territory in 
the West always goes there for the purpose of reforming that portion of 
the universe. He always announces that every officer who preceded 
him did not know what he was about, but he is going to bring justice 
to the new land of promise. I, sir, have great respect for Mr. George 
W. Julian. I know something of his history in Congress and in this 
country. Iam willing to concede that he does perhaps know as much 
as any public man of his time ing the proper workings of the 
land laws of the United States. e was appointed upon the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands in this House for years. But, sir, after some prac- 
tical and active experience in the West for the past seventeen years, I 
stand here to say that these private land claims can not be settled, 
they can not be properly adjudicated, frauds will be committed upon 
the Government, injustice will be done to private individuals, and 
great frauds will result under any system of laws that leaves this mat- 
ter to the executive and political branch of the Government, and I 
will tell you why. I have watched the working of both systems. 

I have had something to do, in an indirect way, with the adminis- 
tration of the law for the settlement of private land claims under the 
act (of 1851, I believe) to settle private land claims in the State of 
California. The present bill is modeled upon thatact, and what is it? 
It provides for three commissioners, who are to proceed to make an ex- 
amination of the claims presented. One of those commissioners and its 
secretary must be familiar withthe Spanish language. They take the 
testimony. When they have settled an individual case and made their 
ruling or finding and decision, that decision is filed, and there is an 
appeal to the United States district court of the district in which the 
landis situated. Then there is a proceeding in the nature of a trial de 
nevo ina suit in equity in the United States district court. The par- 
ties go there; they have the benefit of the testimony taken before the 
commissioners, and I am prepared to say, sir-—— 

[Here the hammer fell.) 

Mr. SYMES. Mr. Chairman, I would like to have five minutes 
more. I think I can explain this subject to the House in five minutes 
in opposition to the communication of Mr. Julian, which has just been 
read. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois, was recognized, and yielded to Mr. Symes. 

Mr. SYMES. Now, Mr. Chuirman, when these questions come be- 
fore the district court, as I ave said, they come for trial de novo. 
There appears the United States with its attorney; there appear the 
claimants with their attorneys in their behalf. They have the record 
made up, and the testimony taken by the commissioners, and new tes- 
timony may be taken, as I understand, under this bill. They then 
proceed in, allow me to say, the only way to determine im 
property rights which the civilization of mankind has yet invented that 
will result inanything but injustice and fraud and other things I donot 
propose to mention. 

Then, sir, when that tribunal has made its decision, if the party is 
dissatisfied, he can take it forreview, on appeal, tothe Supreme Court of 
the United States. Then, sir, we have some assurance that the ques- 
tions of title under the treaties will be settled in such a way that we 
shall not have, throughout the length and breadth of the land, charges 
of fraud and political influence upon the executive and upon the polit- 
ical departments of the Government. This bill provides for settling 
these titles in the courts. In the Siate of California final 
which now occupy thousands of pages in the reports of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, have settled the title to lands worth hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars under an act similar to this. On the other 
hand, sir, let me look for one moment at the i under the act 
undertaking to have the executive department, through its surveyor- 
general in New Mexico, settle private land claims in that Territory. 
The surveyor-general proceeded to investigate, to make surveys, to es- 
tablish boundary lines, to report to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, and then, upon his report, those cases were brought here to Con- 
gress, and have been pending before Congress for the last twenty to 
thirty years. 

Now and then claims have been confirmed, it is alleged, for millions 
of acres more than they ought to have been, claims now alleged to be 
fraudulent, and suits have been a the last two or three 
years in the cireuit courts of the United States in Colorado and else- 


where to set aside the patents given for those immense grants, and. 


frand has been and coun so as to besmirch every 
man connected with the business. The Maxwell land grant is an ex- 
ample. For these reasons, sir, I stand here to say that the attempt 
settle private land claims by the executive and political departments 
the Government is a farcial failure when those claims are 


be worth millions of dollars, and the cupidity of 
it is not perfect in details, and pass it. Soom engn tue dene: 
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have passed the ion, been reviewed in the district court of the 
United States, and appealed to the Supreme Court, we shall have 
settled these private land claims in a manner that will be above suspi- 
con. 

The pending formal amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I renew the amendment. Mr. Chairman, there 
is no gentleman upon this floor who has a higher regard for Mr. Julian, 
the surveyor-generai of New Mexico, than I have. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman from Illinois will pardon me, | 
think he is not speaking upon my amendment, and, as I fear that we 
may get away from the question, I suggest that the gentleman yield. 
and let us have that disposed of. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. HOLMAN. | Mr. Chairman, in looking at the provisions of sec- 
tion 15—— 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, I gave way to have the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] acted upon. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I aon introduce an amendment just before that. 


The CHAIRMAN. aortas amendment is the one proposed by 
the gentleman from Texas Mr. REAGAN]. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move to strike out the Jast clause in the pending 


amendment. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, I yielded to the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] for the purpose of having avote upon his amend- 
ment. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] now proposes tv 
call up a different subject, and I think we had better dispose of the 
pending amendment before we proceed to anything else. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My reason for seeking the floor now is that the 
amendment which I offer ought, I think, to precede that submitted by 
the.gentleman from Texas. The fifteenth section provides— 

That wherever evidence shall be adduced by any claimant, and the fact proven 
to the satisfaction of the said SS of the continuous occupancy ani 
possession by such claimant, by himself or his ancestors or grantors, for forty 
years next ng the passage of this act, &c. 

Now that does a meet the proposition to which I was seeking to cal! 
the attention of the committee a short time ago. It seems to me that 
where a party in possession—not the claimant who brings the matte: 
formally before the court, but the party in possession, and who, under 
an amendment already adopted, is ‘permitted to come in and defend— 
shows an uninterrupted adverse for a long period of timc, 
the land ought not to be awarded to the claimant. 

Mr. SYMES. Without a hearing. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I say if that fact is established the land ought not 
to be awarded to him at all. I therefore propose to amend by insert- 
ing immediately after the of the gentleman from Texas, whose 
amendment I think ought certainly to be adopted, a provision to this 
effect-—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair suggests to the gentleman from In- 
diana that it would be best now to vote on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Texas in Gene en aneeeteen whether it is to be a part of the 
bill or not. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hove no objection to that course. 
reading of the amendment of the gentleman from Texas. 

The amendment of Mr. REAGAN was read, as follows: 


After the word eae: ” in line 32, insert the following: 

“And such claimants, before the title to any such claim shall be confirmed t. 
them, shall show oa y or those under whom they claim have paid all taxe- 
due on the same tothe Territorial, county, and municipal governments in whic !: 

the same may be situated.” 


The S being taken on the amendment of Mr. REAGAN, it wis 
agreed to; there being—ayes 46, noes 44. 

Mr. HEWITT. I send to the desk an amendment— 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. The proceedings on this bill are con- 
ducted in such a way that it is impossible for gentlemen on this side 0: 
the House to know what is going on. The last vote was cast large!) 
on suspicion, gentlemen about me inquiring on what subject they wer: 


v 
*The CHAIRMAN. The amendment was twice read. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. The discussion seems to be conducte: 
almost manne A mone on the other side of the House, and 
with so little voice we do not hear what is being said. T call at- 
te:ftion to the matter with the view of having legislation proceed in- 
telligently. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair can not compel gentlemen to speak 
loudly. 

Mr HEWITT. Imovetoamendb y inserting after the word ** taken, 
inline 23, page 5, the clause which I ‘oa to the desk. 

The Clerk Sen as follows: 

And whenever a claim is presented before the said commission under the 
visions of this act Sen ee he Se Sate Se anne, comenterien,, bere ipaped ing 


to hear the same, to ascertain and the extent thereof in number of 
acres; and all final decisions sha!l be limited and determined 


Se ee 
nary determination; and said commission shall not include in d deter- 
any land in excess of the land intended to have been ted in the 
grant; and said determination commissio 
See ceckel of the adiéve now 0 Sib in the offices of the several sur- 
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veyors-general, together with the opinions of the surveyors-general relative 
thereto. 


Mr. HEWITT. Thisamendmeni has been framed upon consultation 
with the members of the committee, and I believe it receives their ap- 
Itis intended to meet the criticisms which the gentleman from 
[Mr. WEAVER] made after having the letter from Mr. Julian read. 
I believe there is no objection to the amendment. 
The amendment of Mr. Hewitt was agreed to. ; 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend by inserting at the end of the 
text of section 7, as it now stands amended, the clause which I send to 
the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


No land which it shall be established by competent evidence has been in the 


ofany person and the m under whom he claims, adverse 
to the contin for the of twenty-five years previous to the 
formal presentation of the , Shall be awarded to the claimant. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman, the fifteenth section of this bill pro- 
vides for a title by limitation to the claimant after an occupation of the 
land for forty years; but there isno provision in the bill, so faras I am 
able to discover, by which a limitation shall run ia favor of the adverse 
claimant, the party who is permitted by anamendment offered at the 
instance of the committee to appear adversely totheclaimant. It does 
seem to me that in perfect harmony with the treaty on which these 
claims are supposed to rest, where it is established that there has been 
o—_ a long period of time an actual, open, adverse possession on the 
part of an occupant, and he is permitted to come in and defend and show 
that fact, the Jand which he has thus occupied should not be embraced 
inthe finding in behalf of the claimant. 

Mr. CRO. - Does not the fifteenth section cover that? 

Mr. THOMPSON made a remark soto voce. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The fifteenth section does not apply to it at all. 
It only applies to the claimant who brought proceedings. These claims 
were filed. Itis to me the language is, Mr. Chair- 
man, ‘‘that wherever evidence shall be adduced by any claimant and 
the fact proven to the satisfaction of the said commissioners of the con- 
tinuous oceupancy,’’ &c. My friend misapprehends it. Wherever it 
is proved by any claimant the term claimant will be interpreted by the 

showing claimant is the person who presented originally 

claim to the land. The amendment I seek to offer is not 

as to the claim between a claimant and the Government, but as between 

a claimant when filing his claim under this bill and the other who is 

permitted to come in and defend for himself. It does seem to me where 

a claimant has held peaceful possession for twenty-five years the claim 
not to be determined in favor of the adverse party. 

. THOMPSON. Mr. Chairman, I do not think this amendment 
should The territory in which these private land claims lie 
by Mexico to the United States, and the United States 
therefore acquired whatever title Mexico had; that is, the legal title 
to these lands, subject to the treaty stipulations with Mexico. It 
seems to me the attempt here is to set upa statute of limitation against 
the United States pending the consideration 
by the United States of the rights of claimants. 1¢£ the claimant has 

tle as against the United States, if the United States decides 
against the claimant’s title, then the land Japses into the body of the 
public domain, as I understand it. But now it is proposed to set up a 
the United States and against the claim- 


i 
| 


ants. If one of these ts under a grant from Mexico has not a 

valid title, then I say these lands should lapse into the body of the 

domain. If he hasa title, then under the treaty with 

we are bound to that title, and no intruder or tres- 

passer in the mean time upon that land should be allowed to establish 
an adverse claim. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, the objection I have to the amend- 


ment is not that it is too short, but, on the contrary, that it is too long. 

There have been times in our country when statutes of limitation were 

ere, but this isnot the case now in the most learned 
courts of the country. 

Tn the State which I have the honor in part to represent on this 
floor we have three or four statutes of limitation. We have the three- 
year statute and five-year statute and ten-year statute; and possession, 
peaceable possession, without actual or constructive notice of adverse 

for gives the claimant title superior to the older title 
in that time to the land claimed by the 
interest of peace, to prevent litigation. It 
courts upon the ground that it was a fraud 
him to go upon land and settle upon it 
holds title not nse ateenal > either sesion ot 

a not giving notice of 
the Government to grant it away or people to settle upon 
fraud upon the settlers; and the statute of limita- 
ane gad twenty-five years in behalf of the set- 
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Mr. THOMPSON. But I put the question to the gentleman as to 
the statute of limitations as against the United States. 

Mr. REAGAN. Iam not talking ofclaimsagainst the United States. 

Mr. THOMPSON. But the legal title is in the United States. 

Mr. REAGAN. .lam discussingthe question of contesting claimants. 
This bill is to adjudicate claims between adverse claimants, and I 
say when a claimant has occupied the land in peaceful possession, with- 
out actual or constructive notice of adverse title,in consideration of 
peace and justice and the growth and settlement of the country his 
claim should be allowed after the period fixed by the statute of limita- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Even if his claim did not origiaate under a grant 
from Mexico? 

Mr. REAGAN. I have been trying to state what my proposition is. 
I do not knew that I understand the gentleman’s point. 

Mr. THCMPSON. Let me explain it. Here is a claim under a 
grant from the Government of Mexico; now, as I understand that prop 
osition, an outsider may enter upon the possession of that land without 
claiming to have had a grant—a mere interloper—and if allowed to re- 
main in possession of it for ten years or for twenty-five years or some 
other term, he acquires a valid title even as against the United States. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman does not understand the poin git 
my argument. I do not mean that. oe 

Mr. THOMPSON. Well, then, avalid title asagainst one who claims 
under a grant from Mexico, and which grant, if valid, the United States 
as the holder of the legal title is, under the treaty with Mexico, bound 
to confirm. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman misapprehends my point. I say as 
against the private adverse claimant. This law has for its object the 
quieting of these titles and the adjustmentof the claims. Provision is 
made to authorize adverse claimants to set up their titles. Now I in- 
sist that there ought to be some limit 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Texas has ex- 
pired. 

Mr. REAGAN. I regret that I can not finish the sentence. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Chairman, I wish to makea suggestion or two upon 
the proposed amendment which seems to me ought to settle the ques- 
tion that it is not a proper one to append tothis bill. The title to these 
lands is now in the United States Government, and it holds them in 
trust under these treaties for the various parties who have held and 
still claim to hold grants from the original proprietary government; and 
this Government is under the highest duty and obligation to perform 
that trust as well as te see that the original and rightful beneficiaries 
receive the lands which this Government has been holding all these 
years for them. It is the duty of Congress to prevent, therefore, these 
interlopers and trespassers from going upon the lands and acquiring title 
hostile to the original and rightful owners, either by adverse possession 
or otherwise. 

It would be a new idea for the Government to place a limitation in 
behalf of these interlopers and trespassers, by which they could acquire 
title as against the sovereign Government. Sucha procedure could not 
be permitted and should not be allowed to intervene to dispossess the 
original and rightful beneficiaries; especially in view of the fact that 
the Government has never furnished them a tribunal into which they 
could go and assert their rights so as to have their titles completed; 
but the slow policy of the Government has been to stand mute and si- 
lent until they should come here and knock at the doors of Congress. 
It seems to me in consequence of it that no statute of limitationsshould 
be enacted to work this great injustice to them. 

Another reason why astatute of limitation ought not to run in behalf 
of persons who are occupying the lands without rightful title or claim, 
or even color of title, is that these titles are in the Government of the 
United States. If the Government has granted to any of these individ- 
uals, they will be protected by the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indiana; they can assert that right in the courts asa matter of defense, 
that is to say, if they have any right under the authority of the Gov- 
ernment they have a means to protect themselves. But this bill is sim- 
ply to settle titles that are supposed to be held by the Government in 
trast for the beneficiaries under these treaties with foreign governments; 
and under such a state of affairs it would be scarcely just, in my com- 
prehension, te bar or cut off rights of that character by such a limita- 
tion. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to withdraw the pro forina 
amendment, and I beg the indulgence of the committee to permit me 
to renew it for a few moments upon this subject. 

The United States Government by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
made provision to respect the titles acquired by citizens under the Jaws 
of Mexico; but it did not obligate itself, as supposed by the argument 
of the gentleman from Iowa here, to allow. them to retain a dormant 
title an indefinite length of time, and then when the lands became val- 
uable present it to the country and demand that it should be recognized. 
There is no such thing as that. The gentleman seems not to have un- 
derstood the proposition I make, which is that the statute of limitations 
is not to run in favor of any one except as to persons who have occupied 
landsin fee-simple—uninterrupted ad verse possession—for ten years after 
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the constructive notice or a record or an actual notice of title. Isitto 
be presumed that the United Stetes have enacted such a folly, when it 
agreed that the titles acquired under the Governmentof Mexico should 
be respected, as to say that under this treaty and according to our own 
laws the holders of these titles should be permitted to allow them to 
remain dormant in their hands, with no notice of their interest, for twenty 
or thirty years, until parties have gone in and held possession and made 
improvements, and then when the lands are valuable to present their 
claim ? 

Mr. HALL. How can you complain about the beneficiaries not 
making the record of their title when you have furnished them with no 
tribunal in which they can make them ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I think the gentleman from Iowa assumes too much 
in saying that the Government has not made arrangements; in fact, it 
never prevented them from recording their titles. 


Mr. HALL. ‘They are recorded. 
Mr. REAGAN. If they are recorded that isa sufficient notice to the 
people. 


So the whole of the gentleman’s argument rests on the idea that there 
has been no notice of title; and he assumes that. But if they have titles 
iin i be known to the records and the public maps or to some 

n being, and if they are known to none of these, if there is no evi- 

ce of them, how can there be any justice or morality in holding dor- 

mant titles in their hands till the country is settled up and improved, 
and then producing the titles and driving settlers from their homes? 

Mr. HALL. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALL. Is there any such thing known to the law as construct- 
ive notice? Can there be notice unless the law prescribes the act which 
shall operate assuch? And is there any such act of Congress prescrib- 
ing anything that can be done by these occupants that 1 act as 
notice? 

Mr. REAGAN. I venture to say there is not a State in the Union 
where it has not been determined that a record of a title is constructive 
notice. 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. SPRINGER. I renew the formal amendment. 

I think, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] 
is mistaken as to the object which Ke desires to accomplish by the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana. My friend from Towa, I 
think, was also mistaken in one statement. The titles to Mexican grants 
are not in the United States, and never have been. The theory of all 
these cases is, that if the claim is a good one the titles began with the 
Republic of Mexico or with Spain, and that this Government never 
owned the land at all. That is the theory upon which the claim is 
based. If it is not derived from Spain or Mexico it has no status. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Thetitlemustremainsomewhere. If notvested 
in the claimant it must have passed with the act of cession, and there- 
fore the legal title is in the United States. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The title is notin the United States, if the claim is 
a good one, The United States acquired the sovereignty. But wher- 
ever an individual owned land under the Government of Mexico his 
title is protected under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and that is 
what this commission is for, to determine the rights under the Govern- 
ment of Mexico. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. 
title anywhere? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then he has no title. The title does not exist in 
the air. It must be established by proper muniments of title. 

Mr. REAGAN. From the time of the annexation of Texas until now 
these titles have continued to come in, and I venture to say will con- 
tinue to come in, in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado until they are 
finally closed up in some way. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If any citizen of the Republic of Mexico at the 
time of the cession of territory to the United States owned land under 
the laws of Mexico, he did not with his title by reason of the ces- 
sion; but the Government of the United States pledged itself in the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo to protect that title, whatever it was; and 
it is for the purpose of ascertaining what that title was that this com- 
mission is established. 

[Here the hammer fell. ]} 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HotmMan}. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I find that the amendment will more reaete 
come in when we reach section 15 than where itis now offered. I there- 
fore withdraw it. 

Mr. McADOO. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. BRAGG. I make a point of order against further debate on this 
bill. This debate was only allowed to proceed for two hours by unani- 
mous consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair is informed, there was no order of 
the House on the subject of ing debate, nor was unanimous con- 
sent asked. The Chair was in that the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims and the chairman of the committee having 
charge of the Army appropriation bill made an as to the 
committee rising, but there has been no order of the House upon the 


Suppose there is no evidence of the man’s 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


subject. The Chair suggests a motion to rise is the way to dispose of 
the matter. 

Mr. HALSELL. What the Chair has stated is exactly true. I feel 
I have no right to trespass on the time of the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin [Mr. BraGa], but I think we are near the end of this bill, and I 
ask the gentleman’s indulgence for a few minutes longer, and in that 
event I think we will get through without any difficulty. 

Mr. BRAGG. It does not seem as if this bill would be finished al- 
though all the afternoon should be given to it. 

Mr. HALSELL. I think we can get through with it pretty soon. 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman state what time he desires? 

Mr. HALSELL. Thirty minutes. 

Mr. BRAGG. I will yield thirty minutes, and I give notice that at 
- end of thirty minutes I will claim the floor, vote or no vote, on this 

ul. 
Mr. McADOO. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Add to section 7 the following: 

“ Provided, That no alien, or person who is not a citizen of the United States, 
shall acquire title to any lands subject to the decision of this commission unless 
— t to the same is clearly provided for by any of the treaties herein re- 

e to. 


Mr. McADOO. I think the time has come when in all future legis- 
lation of Congress the principle contained in this amendment should 
be ingrafted on the statute-book. In the first place, both political par- 
ties in their national conventions have declared against alien ownership 
of lands. In the second place, we are confronted by the fact that nearly 
30,000,000 acres of land are owned by persons who are not citizens of 
the United States, with millions upon millions of foreign capital in- 
vested in cattle now grazing on the public domain, and by the addi- 
tional fact that by reason of large foreign investments in railroad bonds 
secured on lands, which will in many instances be foreclosed, the time is 
not far distant when 100,000,000 acres of land will through foreclosure 
come into the hands of foreigners, as has been pointed out in the able 
report made by the gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. OATES] in support of 
his bill against such ownership. 

There are now two bills before this House embodying the principle 
of this amendment; one, as I have said, introduced by the gentleman 
from Alabama and one by myself; and there is probably no other meas- 
ure before which has behind it such a powerful public senti- 
ment as have these bills against alien ownership. American land for 
American ‘citizens, say our people; let those only own our land who 
believe in our institutions. Why, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of this 
comniittee, it is a fact, demonstrated by the exceedingly able Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, a gentleman of sterling integrity and 
marked ability, Mr. Sparks, that there are now only 5,000,000 acres of 
the public domain upon which a settler who has no capital can settle 
himself. 

When you look at the map of the United States and the vast amount 
of public land which it exhibits, the idea naturally occurs that our pub- 
lie domain is almost illimitable and inexhaustible; but the real fact is, 
that taking out tlre area of land that can not be cultivated with- 
outirrigation, which is always costly, and the large portion of land which 
is sterile and unfit or unprofitable for agricultural purposes, such as 
mountain and desertland and the like, there remains only about 5,000, - 
000 acres of the public domain open to the poor settler, and this while 
the public lands are being settled up at the rate of 20,000,000 acres every 
year. Now, this public domain of ours—what is it? It is the safety- 
valve of republican institutions. It is the outlet for popular discon- 
tent. It is the hope and the heritage of the le‘of the whole United 
States, and I, for one, will see to it so long as [ am a member of this 
House that in all land measures that come up here the industrial and 
deserving people of this land shall be protected by adopting this prin- 
ciple. 

Rew, Mr. Chairman, one word in regard to this bill. Many of these 
claims, it is fair to presume, have been disposed of to aliens and to alien 
companies, and therefore I hope they will not be considered by the com- 


mission. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ELY. I move that the committee now rise. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. HAMMOND, from the Committee of the Whole, reported 
that they had had under consideration a bill (H. R. 2851) to provide 
for ascertainirig and settling private land claims in the Territories of 
New Mexico and Arizona and the State of Colorado, and had come to 
no resolution thereon. 

Mr. ELY. Mr. Speaker, I now move that the House go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose 
of further House bill No. 2851; and, ing that, I move 
that debate upon remaining section of this bill be limited to one 
minute. 

The SPEAKER. That motion can only apply to the section under 
consideration. 


Mr.SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent at this point, 
as all the amendments that are desired can be made in the House, that 
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the Committee of the Whole be now discharged from the further con- 
sideration of this bill, and that the bill be considered in the House. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
TheSPEAKER. The first business in order is to dispose of the 
amendments which have been agreed upon in Committee of the Whole. 
Unless a separate vote is demanded upon some one of these amend- 
ments the — will be taken upon agreeing to them in gross. Is 
there obj 
There was no satiate , 
The question was Ss and the amendments adopted in Committee 
of the le were 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now report the amendments which 
are in the House. p 
r. GR , of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, it seem to me that my 
friend did not carefully read the first of section 7, or he would not 
have offered this amendment. The bill, it seems to me, can not refer 
any cept those who claim in ‘the way that is now suggested, 
os ean ee excepted, by the amendment. The amendment seems 
to me to be entirely unnecessary in the first place, and in the next place 
if these parties have these rights under the treaties we have no right 
here by act of Congress to deprive them of those rights. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
ar Aon gad what Shor er or person who is not a citizen, shall uire title to 
ant tndatiiedt te of oalign, of pers of the commission unless his right 10 the same 
is clearly provided for wie one of the treaties herein referred to.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr.SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, there are some amendments reported 
by the Committee on Private Land Claims to a subsequent portion of 
the bill, and I that they had better be acted upon at this time. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendments recom- 
mended by the Committee on Private Land Claims which have not been 


wr, THO 

Mr. MAS, of Wisconsin. I have sent to the desk some formal 
amendments to which the members of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims have assented, designed to make section 8 correspond with sec- 
tion 7. 

The SPEAKER. The question will first be taken on the amend- 
ments of the committee, atter which the Chair will cause the amend- 
ments of the gentleman from Wisconsin to be read. 

The follo amendment was read: 


After the words “ Guaieiepe Hidalgo,” in line 5, section 12, insert “and the 
wae S Ae Mexico concluded December 30, 1853, commonly known as the 


" aunaiie was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the committee was to add the following as 
a = section: 


2. That section 8 of the act of Congress eqprowee July 22, 1854, entities 
« Am patio emabihes thoothens of surveyor-general of New Mexico, Kansas, an 

Nebraska, to grant donations toactual settlers therein for other purposes, 
and all acts a iaisneen or in extension thereof or supplementary thereto, be 


and the same are hereby, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ELY. I now move the ion of certain formal amendments 
to section 8, to which the Committee on Private Land Claims have as- 


After the words “ United States,” in line 4, insert “ or for any intervener.”’ 
After the “United in line line 15, insert ** by any intervener.”’ 
”? in line 21, insert “and upon all parties in- 


om after the word ausorneys” insert ‘‘and upon all parties intervening 
States,” in line 30, insert ‘“‘and the answer of the in- 
‘Aner the weed “ claims,” in line 31, insert ‘‘ or any part thereof.” 
The amendments were agreed to 
Mr. ELY. The Committee on Private Land Claims has also agreed 
another amendment, which I send to the Clerk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
298 te cestion 20 the 
of a claim in good fa, se peeridedin thi act, shall 
have the effect of lie 1 
hones = portion of them, them, or aides on wg rome | cnais tose toe 
"The menden was aged to 
Mr. SYMES. I desire to offer a somewhat formal amendment to 
line 13, section 7, to insert before the word ‘‘ court’’ the words ‘‘or 
Territorial,” 8028 to read ‘‘ United States district or Territorial court.’’ 
In the Territories of Arizona and New Mexico there are no United 
States district courts; there are Territorial courts. If my amendment 
be adopted the language of the section will describe the different classes 


courts found in the Territories of Arizona and New Mexico and th 
State of Colorado to which the bill applies. 7 yea 
to. 


S 


was 
: S. I also: to move an amendment to line 27, sec- 
tion 13. section there speaks of ‘‘a petition to the district judge 
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of the United States.’’ In the Territories of Arizona and New Mexico 
there are no district judges of the United States. There are Territorial 
courts held by the chief-justice of the Territory or the associate jus- 
tices, acting as judges of the Territorial district. I therefore move to 
amend by inserting after the words ‘‘ United States,’’ in line 27, the 
words ‘‘ or Territorial district judge.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SYMES. I also move to amend by inserting after the words 


‘* district court,’’ in the first line of section 9, the words ‘‘ or Territorial 


district court.’’ The same reasons which I have stated in behalf of the 
other amendments apply in this case. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move toamend by adding at the end of section 15 
the clause which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And in cases in which there are adverse private claimants, the actual occupant, 
though claiming under a junior claim or title, if he has been in the peaceful, un- 
interrupted, and adverse possession of the land in controversy for ten years 
without either actual or constructive notice of the adverse title or claim, shall be 
held to have the superior title as between the private claimants, 

Mr. REAGAN. This amendment is designed to fix a limitation in 
favor of occupants of land who have been in peaceful, uninterrupted, 
adverse possession for ten years, without either actual or constructive 
notice of another outstanding title. The treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
was made thirty-eight years ago. Within the period which has since 
elapsed claimants under that treaty have had ample time tomake known 
the existence of their claims, to assert title, and to place the evidence 
of it among the appropriate archives or to have it recorded inthe proper 
office. If they have failed to do this and have thus allowed other pat- 
ties to occupy and cultivate the lands and build up homes without the 
knowledge of any opposing title, then justice and equity require that 
the title should be awarded to the occupant ofthe land. I beg gentle- 
men to understand that if the claimant has deposited the evidence of 
his title in the proper office, if he has recorded it among the proper rec- 
ords, if he has at any time practically asserted his claim, this provision 
will not affect him; but if he has chosen to hold a title dormant in his 
hands for nearly forty years without asserting his title or taking any 
steps to place it on record or to file the evidence of it among the proper 
archives, he has no right to come in now and claim the benefit of im- 
provements made in good faith by occupants who have had no notice of 
the existence of any such opposing title. I trust that my amendment 
will be adopted. 

Mr. ELY. I demand the previous question on the pending amend- 
ment and engrossment and third reading of the bill. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. REAGAN’S amendment was disagreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 


Mr. ELY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be Jaid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


CALIFORNIA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. 


Mr. LOWRY. I rise to a question of privilege. I submit a report 
from the Committee on Elections; and as it is a unanimous report of 
the Committee on Elections I shall ask for its immediate considera- 
tion. 

TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will read the resolutions reported by the 
Committee on Elections. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Barclay Henley, J. A. Louttit, Joseph McKenna, W. W. Mor- 
row, Charles N. Felton, and H. H. Markham, from the respective Congressional 
districts of California, were duly elected menibers from the State of California 
and are legally entitled to their seats. 

Resolved, That Alexander M. McKay, Montague R. Leverson, and Archibald 
McGrew were not clected as such Representatives and are not entitled to seats 
in this body. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. LOWRY moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolutions 
were adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Speaker, I ask by unanimous consent the call 
of committees for reports this morning be dispensed with. 
The SPEAKER. That can be done by a two-thirds vote. 
Mr. BELMONT. I ask first for unanimous consent. 
Mr. STORM. I object. 
Mr. BELMONT. I move that the call of committees for reports be 
dispensed with for this morning. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 56, noes 36. 
So (two-thirds not having voted in the affirmative) the motion was 
disagreed to. 
APPROVAL OF BILLS, ETC. 
Several messages in writing were received from the President of the 
United States by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. 
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The message further announced that the President had approved and 
signed bills of the following titles, namely: 
An act (H. R. 129) to protect homestead settlers within railway limits, 
and for other Pa oS 5 
An act (H. R. 4395) granting a pension to Betsey Martin; 
An act (H. it. 4572) granting a pension to Willis W. Fink; 
An act eo R. 3364) granting a pension to Asahel Middleton; 
An act (H. R. 3387) granting a pension to. Sidney Sherwood: 
An act (H. R. 4389) granting a pension to William Bridges, jr. ; 
An act (H. R. 5583) granting a pension to John G. Burrill; 
An act (H. R. 5284) granting a pension to Rinaldo R. Somes; 
An act (H. R. 5589) granting a pension to Frederick Bauman; 
An act 7 R. 5259) granting a pension to William E. Hardy; 
An act (H. R. 5193) granting a pension to Levi Koontz; 
An act (H. R. 5234) granting a pension to Jesse H. Gaines; 
An act (H. R. 792) granting a pension to David McKinney; 
An act (H. R. 6638) granting a pension to William Gordon; 
An act ti R. 6134) granting a pension to Hugh Mulholland; 
An act (H. R. 1988) granting a pension to Peter F. Saeman; 
Au act (H. R. 1836) granting a pension to George Slack; 
An act (H. R. 1782) granting a pension Cornelia W. Ellis; 
An act (H. R. 1703) granting a pension to Joseph Williams; 
An act (H. R. rr granting a pension to Enoch Goss; 
An act (H. R. 443) granting a pension to Susan Woolley ; 
An act (H. R. 1564) granting a pension to Phebe Saunders; 
An act (H. R. 1908) granting a pension to Nathaniel Taylor; 
An act (H. R. 1368) granting a pension to Philip Jacobs; 
An act R. 4111) granting a pension to Minerva T. Thompson; 
An act Ze: 4346) granting a pension to Elijah W. Putney; 
R. 4370) granting a pension to M. 5S. Towne; 
t ) pension to George H. Campbell; 
R. 3520) granting a pension to William H. Blake; 
R. 3538) granting a pension to Amy A. Hurst; 
R. 3539) granting a pension to Hannah M. Chapman; 
R. 3633) granting a pension to E. B. Sweeny; 
R. 3903) granting a pension to Taylor Voss; 
19) granting a pension to Bridget O’Brien; 
granting a pension to Rebecca Marchant; 
113) granting-a pension to Walter 8S. Haynes; 
109) granting a pension to John H. 
R. zt granting a pension to Elizabeth Sullivan; 
H. R. 3370) granting a pension to John Clark; 
H. R. 802) granting a pension to August Schindler; 
. R. 777) granting a pension to Frederick Bottjer; 
. R. 737) granting a pension to N. M. Miller; 
H. R. 746) granting a pension to J. W. A. Bennett; 
. R. 1345) granting a pension to Lizzie E. Cooney 
H. R. 1345) granting a pension to Nathaniel H. ‘Blakely; 
. 13) granting a pension to James McAnny; 
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H. R. 1472 gratiting a pension to Mary Murphy; 

. R. 1369) granting a pension to George H. Perkins; 

H. R. 928) granting a pension to Lewis A. Thornbury ; 
R. 846) granting a pension to Samuel V. Holland: 

An act (H. R. 844) granting a pension to Daniel T. Ferguson; 
R. 837) granting a pension to : 

. R. 693) granting a pension to W: Keith; 

H. R. 618) granting a pension to James Morgan; 

. R. 2793) granting a pension to Silas James; 

H. R. 2196) granting a pension to Sarah A. Gettis; 

_ R. 1275) granting a pension to William Turville; 

An act (H. Saath eotint eee antl Francis Hopper; 


’ 
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. R. 6023) for the relief of Frank Sherbonaw; 
. R. 3505) for the relief of Mary B. Smith; 
Tf. R. 19) for the relief of David C. Pallus; 
R. 1589) for the relief of Newton O. Baker; 
. R. 1593) for the relief of Sarah Manz; 
An act (H. R. 533) for the relief of Thomas 
An act (H. R. 2159) for the relief of D. P. Simmons; 
An act (H. R. 3946) to increase the of Alexander Forsyth; 
An act tomonnnue of Thomas Ward; 
An act (H R. 6012 to increase the pension of Leander W. Corry; 
aor R, 3177) for placing the name of Ann J. Conwell on the 
pension-ro. 


i act (H. R. 4579) granting an increase of pension to Thomas 8. 
wens; 


An oat. R. 4999) to place the name of James B. Wilde on the pen- 
sion-ro 


‘An act (H. R. 1367) to place the name of Thomas G. Newman on the 


An act Pots 


; 


pension-roll ; 
An act (H. R. 3399) to grant a pension to Wagner; 
An act H. 1.638) to grant a pension to John . Shawbell; 
An act (H. R. 1396) to pension Martin Kirk; and 


An act (H. R. 3627) granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth K. Gal- 
lagher, widow of Bvt. Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Gallagher, deceased, late 
of the Eleventh Regiment Pennsylvania Reserve Corps. 

It further announced that the following bills were received by the 
President on April 27, 1886, and not having been returned by him to 
the House of Congress in which they originated within the ten days 
— by the Constitution, they have become laws without his ap- 
prova 

An act (H. 

An act (H. 

An act (H. 

An act (H. 

An act (H. 

An act (H. 


R. 5277) granting a pension to Zeba S. Ayer; 
R. 6466) granting a pension to Eliza Humes; 
R. 3489) granting a pension to Amelia J. Gill; 

R. 5252) granting a pension to John W. Thornton; 
R. 4813) granting a pension to Perry Johnson; 

R. 2805) granting a pension to Mary 8. Douglas; 

An act (H. R. 2939) granting a pension to Henry H. Green; 

An act or R. 1940) granting a pension to Louisa J. McFarland; 
An act (H. R. 1989) granting a pension to John C. Frees; 

An act (H. R. 17013 granting a pension to Daniel Kane; 

An act (H. R. 1701) granting a pension to Anson B. Sams; 
Anact (H. R. 551) granting a pension to Rhoda Dane; 

An act (H. R. | granting a pension to William Condon; 

An act (H. R. 698) granting a pension to Philip D. Campbell ; 
An act (H. R. 4538) granting a pension to Mary Ann Murphy; 
An act (H. R. 3117) granting a pension to Walter A. Phillips; 
An act (H. R. 3359) granting a pension to Henry S. Morgan; 

An act (H. R. 3419) granting a pension to C. W. I. Pugh; 
An act (H. R. 4461) granting a pension to Stevens W. Merrill; 
An act (H. , 


An act (H. 
An act Uk 


- 


R. 5779} granting a pension to Peter Falkner; 
An act (H. R. 6125) granting a pension to W. C. Davis; - 
An act (H. R. 5323) granting a pension to George W. Flint; 
An act (H. R. 5527) granting a pension to Emeline Crawford; 
An act a R. 1474) granting a pension to Mary G. Colby; 
An act (H. R. 6225) granting a pension to Abigail H. Cary; 
. R. 2197) granting a pension to Fidelia A. Cheney; 
Hf. R. 4400) granting a pension to Polly Belden; 
H. R. 441) granting a pension to Kate Amann; 
. R. 704) granting a pension to Benjamin Dubach; 
H. R. 1032) granting a pension to Josiah B. Snell; 
. R. 4022) granting a pension to Elizabeth Stocksdale; 
. R. 4101) granting a pension to Marthy A. Silkey; 
. R. 1024) granting a pension to Aurelia F. Robbins; 
H. R. 1824) granting a pension to Mrs. Louisa Noland; 
. R. 3481) granting a pension to Philomena E. Nolan; 
. R. 936) granting a pension to James T. Caskey; 
granting a pension to Charles W. Minnix; 
granting a pension to Lucy J. Mitchell; 
granting a pension to Thomas M. Commuck; 
granting a pension to Minton Prall; 
granting a pension to Robert F. H. Goode; 
) granting a pension to Bruner D. Hyatt; 
) granting a pension to John L. Hunter; 
55) granting a pension to Robert Monahan; 
9 es bade ts neice 2 2 
granting a pension to Andrew J. Putnam; 
Aoser © he seen yahoo Lovell; 
granting a pension to Clayton E. Rogers; 
| aliiene-pemion-in. Gena A. Harrington; 
ing a pension to Agnes M. Edwards, infant 
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gran a pension to William Christie; 
ee a pension to Agnes Renz; 

granting a pension to Tunis J. Koosa; 
granting a pension to Mary E. Snow; 

granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Stewart; 
granting a pension to Mrs. Mary E. Sawyer; 
ting a pension to sae ay J. Suffall; 
granting a pension to Lydia A. Nelson; 
granting a pension to Mrs. Kate Miller; 
granting a pension to Maria Mibord; 

granting a pension to Harriet M. Larrabee; 
granting a pension to Delilah Knill; 

granting a pension to Elizabeth Kabler; 
granting a pension to Mariah Hollands; 
granting a pension to Mary Hoff; 

granting a pension to Amelia M. Green; 
granting a pension to Eliza A. Fisher; 
granting a pension to Mrs. Anna E. W. Eichman; 
granting a pension to Elmira M. Dorman; 

to grant a pension to William Taylor; 

to increase the pension of James A. Underwood; 
to increase the pension of John A. Stewart; 
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act (H. R. 225) granting a pension to Daniel Connolly; 
act (H. R. 3516) granting a pension to Fanny Collins; 
act (H. R. 3530) granting a pension to Albert L. Allen; 
act (H. R. 4118) granting a pension to Frank Lightner; 
act (H. R. 1136) granting a pension to Charles E. Bolles; 
act (H. R. 1117) granting a pension to John Owens; 

act (H. R. 6130) granting a pension to Frank Manhart; 
act (H. R. 6504) granting a pension to Nathan Magoon ; 
act (H. R. 3100) granting a pension to Samuel Hanson; 
pall ; 

act 

act 

act 

act 

act 
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. R. 1138) to increase the pension of Mary E. Fillebrown; 
H. ot to increase the pension of Joseph R. Cravens; 
H. R. 5191) to increase the pension of Patsy Jackson; 
H. R. 5199) to increase the pension of Thomas G. Barton; 
H. R. 650) granting an increase of pension to Charlotte D. 
Crocker; 
An act (H. R. 2791) granting an increaseof pension to George Wells; 
An act (H. R. 1858) granting an increase of pension to James McMul- 
lin; 
An act (H. R. 4824) granting an increase of pension to James Morgan; 
An act (H. R. 5061) granting an increase of pension to Samuel 
Baker; ‘ 
An act (H. R. 5022) increasing the pension of Isabella J. Ramsdell; 
An act (H. R. 1468) increasing the pension of John P. Davis; 
An act (H. R. 4116) increasing the pension of John P. Brinegar; 


An act (H. R. 1937) for increase of pension to A. Schuyler Sutton; 
An act (H. R. 3303) to restore to the pension-roll the name of Joseph 
MeMillan; ‘ 
An act (H. R. 3990) to restore to the pension-roll the name of Sarah 
J. Prater; 
7 act (HE. R. 1351) to restore to the pension-roll the name of Andrew 
"An act (H. R. 5000) to place the name of John W. Logan on the pen- 
‘An act (H. R. 4835) to place the nameof John Pruitt on the pension- 


An act (H. R. 3390) to place the name of William G. Schoonozer on 


An act (H. R. is) to provide increase of pension to James Waters; 






the pension-roll; 
An act (H. R. 3902) for the relief of Susannah Carmichael; 
An act (H. R. 1590) for the relief of Timothy Paige; 
An act R. 4076) for the relief of A. Roberts 
An act (H. R. for the relief of Samuel J. Brown; 
An act (H. R. 4410) for the relief of John C. Clark 
An act (H. R. 3945) for the relief of Mrs. John B. Alfers; 
An act R.1 for the relief of Pernetta Hendley; 
An act (H. R. 1152) for the relief of Mrs. Ellen 8. Tolman; 
An act (H. R. 2740) for the relief of Norman 8. Bull; 
An act (H. R. 2753) for the relief of John W. Robson; 
An act (H. R. 1742) for the relief of Thomas Askew; 
An act (H, R. 613) for the relief of Catherine Collins; 
An act (H. R. 1634) for the relief of Margaret A. Caswell; 
An act (H. R. 4131) for the relief of Samuel C. Peck, jr. ; 
An act (H. R. for the relief of Amanda ; 
An act (H. R. for the relief of Elizabeth : 
An act (H. R. 5551) for the relief of Robert Moran; 
a = ee Te Moore; 

* An act (H. R. 4405 te tha saliel cf Willow ¥. lailicr: 
‘Aneel ee poet Mim Marthe 4. Marble; 

the relief ‘ane : 

An act - Gettecdiel of aug AcLook, 
An act (H. R. 4992) restoring Leander C. Twitchell to the pension- 
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act (H.R. 4287) to grant a pension to Nancy J. Freels, widow of 
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Pleasant M. Freels, late of Company E, Third Tennessee Infantry Vol- 
unteers; 

An act (H. R. 925) to amend an act entitled “‘An act granting a pen- 
sion to Rachel Nickell,’’ approved March 3, 1885. 

CALL OF COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER. The committees will now be called for reports for 
reference. 

SETH M. BARTON. 

Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. 8278) for the relief of Seth M. Barton; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Cal- 
endar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed 

J. R. EGGLESTON. 

Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, also reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 8192) to remove the political disabilities 
of J. R. Eggleston; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

BRIDGE OVER MISSISSIPPI RIVER AT SAINT LOUIS. 

Mr. CLARDY, from the Committee on Commerce, reported, as a sub- 
stitute for the bill H. R. 7522, a bill (H. R, 8745) authorizing the con- 
struction of a bridge over the Mississippi River at Saint Louis, Mo. ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the House Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

The bill H. R. 7522 was laid on the table. 

Mr. DUNHAM, by unanimous consent, was granted leave to pre- 
sent the views of the minority; which were ordered to be printed with 
the majority report. 

ANNUAL REPORTS OF POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana, from the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads, reported back favorably the bill (H. R. 7665) relative to 
the annual reports of the Postmaster-General and amendatory of section 
413 of the Revised Statutes; which was referred to the House Calen- 
dar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Mr. PERKINS, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported back 
with favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1484) to authorize the 
Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railway Company to construct and op- 
erate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

SENECA INDIANS, NEW YORK. 


Mr. STORM, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported, as a 
substitute for H. R. 1642, a bill (H. R. 8746) to allot the lands of the 
Seneca Indians in New York; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

House bill No. 1642 was ordered to be laid on the table. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr. STORM, by unanimous consent the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the farther consideration of bills of 
the following titles; and the same were referred to the Committce on 
Claims, namely: 

A bill (H. R. 4798) for the relief of H. H. Kidder; and 

A bill (H. R. 5094) for the relief of William Beddo and others. 

BUSINESS FROM COMMITTEE ON MINES AND MINING. 

Mr. HILL, from the Committee on Mines and Mining, submitted a 
resolution fixing a day for the consideration of business reported from 
that committee; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr. MATSON, by unanimous consent, the Committee 

on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the further consideration of 


the bill (H. R. 6441) to increase the pension of Amelia A. Taylor; and 
the same was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
JOHN E DOGGETT. 

Mr. MATSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8372) granting a 
pension to John E. Doggett; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

SUSAN HAWES. 

Mr. MATSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7234) 
granting a ion to Susan Hawes; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the ole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

DAVID M. RENNOE. 
Mr. MATSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
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ported back with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7914) to 
increase the pension of David M. Rennoe; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

SARAH A. TUCKER. 

Mr. WINANS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7193) granting 
a pension to Sarah A. Tacker; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

JOHN PATTON. 

Mr. WINANS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8280) 
granting a pension to John Patton; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whele House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
with adverse recommendation bills of the following titles; which were 
severally ordered to be laid on the table, and the accompanying reports 
ordered to be printed, namely: 

A bill (H. R. 6082) granting a pension to Charles Robinson; 

A bill (H. R. 3646) granting a pension to Jacob Baker; 

A bill (H. R. ae granting a pension to William Brown; 

A bill hy R. 6560) granting a pension to Mary Byers; 

A bill (H. R. 6576) granting a pension to Andrew 8S. Callum; 

A bill (H. R. 6749 

A bill (H. R. 2146) granting a pension to A 

A bill (H. R. 3638) granting a pension to E Eisabeth H Te H. hie: 

A bill (H. R. 4251) granting a pension to John L. Jacobs, late second 
lieutenant in the One hundred and eighty-fourth Pennsylvania Volun- 


granting a pension to Mrs. hae S M. Clark; 





rs; 
A bill (H. R. 4698) granting an increase of pension to John L. 
Jacobs; 
A bill (H. R. 5402) for the relief of Ezra Neff; 
A bill (H. R. 2122) to increase the pension of the widow and heirs of 
the late Lieut. Commander Henry Clay Nields 
A bill (H. R. area) for the relief of Norton L. Newberry; 
A bill (H. R. 5752) granting a pension to Joseph Van a 
NEWCOMB PARKER. 
Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the. bill (S. 1077) ting a pensi: 
to Newcomb Parker;..which was referred to the Soom ittee nf t the 
Whole House on thie Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 
AUGUSTUS FIELD STEVENS. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (8. 1726) granting a 
pension to-A Field Stevens; which was referred to the: Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac- 
compapying report, ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH SHULL. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1841) granting a 
ion to Joseph Shull; which was referred to the Committee of the 
le House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 
EDWARD FENLON. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 2136) for the relief 
of Edward Fenlon; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

MATTHEW II. FULTON. 

Mr. BROWN, of Ohio, from the Committee on Claims, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 1753) for the relief 
of Matthew H. Fulton; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

W. H. POWELL. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 269) for the relief of W. H. 
Powell; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

J. P, BUSH AND M. GRIGSBY. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY, from the Committee on Claims, back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 2953) the relief 
of John P. Bush and Martin Grigsby; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


CAPT. HOLLISTER E. GOODWIN. 


Mr. GEDDES, from the Committee on War Claims, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7773) for the relief 
of Capt. Hollister E. Goodwin and his sureties; which was referred to 
the Committee ofthe Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

SUITS BY FOREIGN EXECUTORS. 

Mr. HEMPHILL, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7596 
to enable foreign executors and administrators to sue in the District of 
Columbia, and for other purposes; which was referred to the House 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

STEAM-ENGINEERING IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. HEMPHILL, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
also reported back with amendments the bill (H. R. 4308) to regulate 
steam-engineering in the District of Columbia; which was referred to 
the House Calendar, and, with the amendments and accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 

Mr. PRICE, under leave heretofore granted, presented the views of 
the minority on the bill (S. 182) providing for a commission on the 
alcoholic liquor traffic; which was ordered to be printed with the re- 
port of the majority. 

Mr. TAULBEE. -I ask unanimous consent to file a separate minority 
report on that bill. 

There was no objection. 

ELIZA J. RAY. 

Mr. McMILLIN, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported 

back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 2207) for the re- 


lief of Eliza J. Ray; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole ~ 


House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 


SALARIES OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. MERRIMAN, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, reported, in the nature of a substitute for the bills H. R. 8250 
and 6993 and H. Res. 86, the bill (H. R. 6993) amendatory of the act of 
March 3, 1883, entitled ‘‘An act authorizing and directing the Post- 
master-General to readjust the salaries of certain postmasters in accord- 
ance with the provisions of section 8 of the act of June 12, 1866,’’ and 
confirmatory of the action of the Post-Office Department thereunder; 
which was read a first and second time.~ 

The SPEAKER. Does this bill make an appropriation or require an 
appropriation to be made ? 

Mr. MERRIMAN. No, sir 

The bill was referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompa- 

nying report, ordered to be printed. 

The bill H. R. 5250 and H. Res. 86 were laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BRAGG. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of con- 


iuegenen lesa bills. 
ELMON compelled to raise the question of considera- 


tion against that motion. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman can not raise the question of con- 
i The motion to go into Committee of the Whole can only be 
@ negative vote. 
ONT. Is not the regular order the call of committees for 
alien of bills? The call now rests with the Committee on For- 
Affairs. 

SPEAKER. But the motion that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union to consider 
general a ion bills has preference over the hour for considera- 
tion of bi It is a motion in order at any time after the morning hour 
has expired, but the House if it chooses can refuse to go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. BELMONT. I desired the ruling of the Chair on that point. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House y resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. SPRINGER). The House is now in Commit- 
tee of the Whole for the purpose of further considering the Army ap- 
a gt ge bill. There being no amendment pending, the Clerk wi!) 

the next paragraph. 


of officers i of En for length of 
curvion tea pad wan tos fers in he Crp, ee 
Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Chairman, paeaeege Seve oftes lise 77, be- 
cuntel inene Stal h Ghvonete ha officers.’’ That is neces- 
sary in order to pay these oficers a 3 Officers, because those words 
were stricken out another line. SEES tease wilt be no ctec 
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tiontotheamendment. Itwasunderstood when the words were stricken 
out above that they should be inserted here. a 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, I do not know who understood it. I 
seriously object to the amendment, for two reasons: First, it is inop- 
erative to produce the result which the gentleman and those whom he 
represents desire. The insertion of a head-line in an appropriation bill 
is a mere nullity, and will not be printed in the bill. If the purpose 
is to declare that the Engineer Corps are not staff officers, then it be- 
comes new legislation, because they have been held to be staff officers 
by the decisions of the Department ever since 1802. : 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. n, the amendment which I offered on 
Saturday, and which was adopted by the committee, was that we should 
strike out the words ‘‘staff officers’’ and substitute the words ‘‘ pay of 
the Corps of ae. and the Recorp of Saturday shows it. That 
does not make Any new legislation, because it does not use the words 
‘‘the line.’? Now, what I wished to do by my amendment was to pre- 
vent new legislation ; putting inanything that would designate the Corps 
of Engineers as either staff or line officers, simply leaving them just as 
the law fixed them. 

I do not think it is necessary for me to recapitulate now what I said 
on Saturday, but I assert that what I then said (giving the pages and 
datesof the enactments) shows that every law ever enacted with regard 
to the Corps of ' fixes it as a corps of the line of the Army; 
that no law ever enacted has fixed it asa part of the staff, and that 
every law ever enacted which has fixed the staff, or sought to designate 
what the staff should be, omits the Corps of Engineers. Therefore I 
say there is no law which has ever in any way fixed the engineers as a 
part of the staff. - 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, the Revised Statutes in force (para- 
graph 1158) show that this corps do not belong to the line of the Army. 
The decision of the Secretary of War made in a special case last season 
decides that they do not belong to the line of the Army. ‘The statute 
which is now in force has been in force since 1802, and in every instance 
where the question has been decided it has been held that these offi- 
cers do not belong to the line of the Army. The insertion of words 
which the gentleman says the REcoRD shows I was not aware of. I 
understood the motion to be to strike out the words “‘ for pay of staff 
corps,’’ not. to insert any words in lieu thereof. If it should be ‘‘ for 
pay of Engineer Corps,’’ why then at the head of each paragraph we 
would have toinsert ‘‘ for pay of,’’ whereas at the close we use the gen- 
eral ex ion ‘‘ for pay of the Army.’’ As soon as I can get the Re- 
vised Statutes I will show the gentleman the Jaw, and he and those 
whom he represents have been struggling against that law and the de- 
cisions of the Departments for nearly eighty years. 

The question when ‘it first arose was in relation to a major of en- 
gineers who found himself stationed at West Point, and when the su- 
perintendent of the institution and the officer next in rank went away 
this major claimed to control the post upon the ground that he was 
the ranking officer, but the Secretary of War decided that he could 
not control because he was not an officer of the line, and that the next 
officer of the line’who was there outranked him. The paragraph of the 
Revised Statutes to which I have referred is numbered 1158, which reads: 

ih n ry di ro he line o 
aera renga cee rst 

They can assume control of no troops; they can exercise no command; 
they can do no act outside of their corps, except by special assignment 
of the President. That has been the law ever since the ruling made by 
General Dearborn, as Secretary of War, in 1802. That is all I have to 
say. 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Chairman, as I have been spoken of as “‘re- 
pee somebody in this matter, I desire to say to this House that 

represent 


here nothing on earth and nobody on earth but the people of 


the ao districtof Alabama, and by their authority, so far as the Con- 
sti and laws provide and the of the country demands, all the 
— start ong arene MO a said on this subject I 
: ve con to what I believe to be 
the best interests of the service. The very paragraph read by the dis- 
ae of my committee shows that the person who issued 
order or rendered the decision and the Congress which enacted 
the law that the Corps of Engineers were not of the staff, be- 
cause if they had been of the staff such an order or decision or law would 
not have been necessary. Staff officers do not havea right to command 
troops, and if these engineer officers were of the staff no order would 
have to be issued or law enacted saying that they should not command. 
But that order went 01 to give the reasons why they should not com- 
mand, and the reason is this—— 
Mr. BRAGG. It is a statute, not an order. s 
Mr.WHEELER. Well, the statute. The reason given was that the 
scientific pursuits of the Corps of Engineers did not allow time for at- 
tention to the details of the care and discipline of troops. That shows 
that under the law they had a right to command, but that the charac- 
ter of their ordinary duties was so much more important than the com- 
that unless the President so ordered they should not 


but have time to attend to these more important 
duties of a scientific charagter. ee 
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There is not, as I say, a single paragraph which in any way desig- 
nates engineer officers as officers of the staff. These paragraphs in the 
laws and orders simply designate what duties the officers shall perform, 
and prescribe that without an order of the President they shall not 
assume the command of troops. 

Mr. BRAGG. Are there any other line officers who can not assume 
command without an order from the President? 

Mr. WHEELER. There would be if there were a law so providing. 
If there were any other line officers whose duties were recognized as 
more important than to command troops, it would very probably have 
beerprovided by law or by order that they should perform such duties, 
and should not command troops. The very fact that this order was is- 
sued, the very fact that a law was enacted limiting the authority o 
these officers to command to such periods as the President might direct, 
shows that they are not officers of the staff. I again call attention to 
the fact which I mentioned the other day, that during the war of 1812 
the President ordered General Bloomfield to assign engineer oflicers to 
their appropriate commands, because at that time the exigency was 
such he thought they were needed to command, and, as he could not 
be present to designate when they should command, he ordered the 
commanding generals to assign them to commands when they saw fit. 
I think this conclusively refutes the suggestion of the gentleman that 
these officers are to be regarded as oflicers of the staff. 

The question having been taken onthe amendment of Mr. WITEELER, 

The CHAIRMAN said: In the opinion of the Chair the ‘‘ ayes’ have 
it. 

Mr. BRAGG. I shall have to ask for a division. 

The question being again taken, there were—ayes 41, noes 11. 

Mr. BRAGG. I suppose that under the rule prevailing in the En- 
glish Parliament I ought now properly, after this vote, to tender the 
charge of this bill to the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER]. 
Iam willing to take the instruction of the House on that point. 

Mr. WHEELER. If that point should carry I would cry out, ** No 
quorum !”’ 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order! 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Subsistence Department.—For one brigadier-general, two colone!s, three lieu- 
tenant-colonels, eight majors, twelve captains (mounted), and additional pay 
for one hundred and forty acting commissaries, $79,500. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I move to amend by striking out the paragraph 
just read; and I give notice that at the proper times I shall move to 
strike out the paragraphs beginning respectively on line 100, line 113, 
line 116, line 120, and line 124. i 

I wish to call attention to the fact that this bill provides forthe pay 
of officers of the Army $5,261,849.50, and for the pay of all the enlisted 
men and non-commissioned officers of the Army $4,723,773.25, show- 
ing an excess for pay of officers of our Army of something over $538, 000. 
This first paragrapb, providing for the pay of the Subsistence Depart- 
ment, appropriates in round numbers $100,000; for the Pay Depart- 
ment there is appropriated $167,000; for the pay of the Judge-Advo- 
cate-General’s Department more than $31,000; making a total in round 
numbers of $300,000. 

Now, it seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that all the duties of the Com- 
missary Department and of the staff ought to be performed by the Quar- 
termaster’s Department. The fact of our having a Commissary De- 
partment absolutely increases, in my judgment, the labors that aro 
necessary. For example, as soon as a commissary makes a purchase, 
we will say, in New York city, be must turn that over to the Quartermas- 
ter’s Department (a greatdeal of clerical labor being necessary), in order 
to have the articles purchased transported, we will say, to the division 
headquarters in Chicago. On reaching there they are turned back 
again to the commissary, clerical labor of an extraordinary characte 
being again necessary. Then, if it is desired to send the articies to a 
department they must be again turned over to the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral for transportation, and on arrival at their destination must be 
turned over to the commissary. When you want to send them to a 
post they must again be turned over to the quartermaster, and on reach- 
ing their destination turned back again to the commissary. In my 
judgment all this labor connected with the Subsistence Department 
might easily be performed by the Quartermaster-General’s Department 
with the clerical force that the commissaries now have. 

Again, all the duties of the Pay Department might be performed by 
the quartermastersof the Army. ‘These quartermasters are every where 
where there is any portion of the Army. It would be a great deal 
easier, more convenient, and safe, it seems to me, to send money by 
drafts than in the cumbersome way in which it is sent by our Pay De- 
partment, being carried in safes, subject to robbery or spoliatiov. The 
Quartermaster’s Department, with the clerical force that the Pay De- 
partment now has, could perform all these duties easily and without 
additional expense, thus saving $167,000 a year. 

I would like to have any gentleman explain the necessity for cight 
or ten or a dozen of these law officers for the twenty-five thousand men 
composing the Army, and especially a class of law officers who never 
do any regular business. That is a question that should be satisfac- 
torily explained before we consent to keep this provision in the bill. 
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Now, whenever a judge-ad vocate is to do anything in the prosecution 
of a criminal case in connection with the Army some man is detailed 
from the Army to do the actual work. Yet we have eight of these 
gentlemen proposed to be set apart and paid to do the legal business for 
the Army. A public prosecutor in one of our districts will do the 
criminal legal business forone hundred thousand or two hundred thou- 
sand people, while eight of these high-priced men are to be detailed to 
do the legal business of twenty-five thousand men and that, too, with 
such assistance as to enable them to shirk absolutely the labors of thé 
trial. They do nothing of that kind, for some one is detailed or the 
other officers of the Army do it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Let me interrupt the gentleman to ask: Does 
your motion include the pay of judge-advocates general of the Army ? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I can not make the motion at this time; but I 
have just stated that it was my intention to submit that motion. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. ‘The reason I interrupted the gentleman to ask 
the question was that I have something to say on that motion when it 
is presented. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Iowa has ex- 

ired. 
7 Mr. BRAGG. Does the gentleman withdraw the amendment? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I do not. 

Mr. BRAGG. I supposed the gentleman would withdraw it, as I 
took it for granted that it was only offered for buncombe. 

Mr. HEPBURN. No,sir; not by any means. I desire to strike out 
that provision of the bill, with the expectation that when it is stricken 
out and we refuse to make an appropriation for these gentlemen, the 
gentleman from Wisconsin will take that as such a hint of the temper of 
the House upon the subject that he will introduce a bill from his com- 
mittee doing away with that branch of the service in the future. 

Mr. BRAGG. I thank the gentleman for the hint. 

Mr. Chairman, this provision is for the pay of officers who have been 
created by law, and the officers have been appointed by law. Thesalary 
is fixed by law, and if we fail to provide, to appropriate for the pay- 
ment of the salary, we simply force them to the necessity of institut- 
ing proceedings against the United States in the Courtof Claims, and 
thereby recover judgment for what they are entitled to get under the 
law. 

Mr. HEPBURN. What then? 

Mr. BRAGG. What then? I doubt very much whether my dis- 
tinguished friend from Iowa would ask the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs to violate the law and neglect to provide for the express contracts 
of the Government, with the understanding that we are to take the 
contingencies that may arise thereafter. - 

These officers must be provided for; that is the law. We can not 
change the law. We can not in this bill make a new law; we have to 
take the law as it is given to us. We donot makeit ourselves. Gen- 
tlemen with whom my friend from Iowa associates, his political asso- 
ciates, madeit. They foisted on the Army this Judge-Advocate Depart- 
ment. Such a thing was never heard of until they came into power; 
never dreamed of until it was necessary to make some safe to put 
the ‘‘kitchen cabinet’’ in that had attended some of the tial 
candidates during certain political canvasses. To them we owe this 
provision. But it comes here as the law, and we are obliged to abide 
by it and make provision to carry it out, whether it be good or bad. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I move to strike out the last word. At the time 
of the creation of this department there was a necessity for it. There 
were more than a million of men then in the Army, and it was entirely 
proper and legitimate that there should bea number of judge-advocates 
for the purpose of transacting the business necessarily arising in an army 
of that size. There is no such necessity now. 

The gentleman suggests that because the law provides for these offi- 
cers, therefore necessarily there must be a provision in the 
bill for their payment. The gentleman fails to note this fact: this 
appropriation bill is to take at a day somewhat distant in the fut- 
ure. Long before that day arrives, if this amendment shall be 
and the gentleman discovers that it is the temper of the House that 
officers are necessary, then he can undou , as the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, frame a law which will fit that condi- 
tion, and would be swift to bring in a bill here that would provide for 
the repeal of the statute or its modification. 

I do not uaderstand that because there is a statute upon the subject 
creating these officers, therefore the House is — from voting af- 
firmatively on an amendment of this kind. e are doing no harm to 


The CHAIRMAN. A quorum not having voted, the Chair appoints 
the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HerBuRN] and the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] to act as tellers. 

— committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 39, noes 


The CHAIRMAN. The ‘‘noes”’ have it. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I wish to askif the point of no quorum has been 
withdrawn? 

Mr. BRAGG. I did not make the point of no quorum. I called for 
tellers. 

Mr. HEPBURN. LI understood the Chair to say that the point of no 
quorum was made. Certainly a sufficient number of gentlemen did 
not vote to authorize the appointment of tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Braca] 
demanded tellers. The Chair stated that no quorum having voted the 
Chair would order tellers. The Chair held the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin was entitled to have tellers. Does the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
HEPBURN] now make the point as to a quorum? 

Mr. HEPBURN. No, sir. 

So (farther count not being called for) the amendment was disayreed 


to. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

Additional pay: For pay of the officers of the Subsistence Department for 
length of service, to be paid with their current monthly pay, $22,260. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Imove to strike out that paragraph. 

Mr. BRAGG. I think it is time this House should begin seriously 
to consider what they are doing. This may be a very clever thing to 
do. It may be very pleasant to do a thing at one time and very in- 
jurious to do the same thing at another time. 

We have under consideration a general appropriation bill. We have 
men who are entitled to receive their pay and can recover it in the 
courts. We are simply asking to make the regular annual appropria- 
tion to provide for their payment, rather than to create litigation on the 
part of the people who are in our seryice holding commissions, and 
whom we have no means just at present under this bill of ousting. 

If any of these distinguished reformers desire to make any changes 
in the Army which will result either in reducing the number of officers 
or reducing their pay I will ask that the committee rise, in order to 
give them an opportunity to introduce a bill and have it referred to my 
committee. I have served several years in this body, and I have never 
heard any cry come from that side unless it was a cry for more. But 
here when we reach a class of legislation that we can not interfere with, 
when no enactment can be adopted, when no change can be made, and 
when they can be put to their mettle by asking them to vote for the 
measure, they todestroy the operations of the Government, or to 
bleck its wheels, by refusing to make appropriation for men who hold 
their offices by virtue of law and with whom we have contracted to 
make payment for their services. I hope the amendment will fail. 

Mr. HEPBURN. There is no proposition here in any manner to in- 
terfere with the functions of the Government. This motion I have 
made may be adopted and still there will be no irreparable harm done 
to-the administration of public affairs. There is already provision 
made for the pay of the Subsistence Department; until the beginning 
of the next fiscal year that wiil be paid. 


ble judgment the Subsistence Department should no longer exist, be- 
fore there shall be any deficiency the chairman of the committee can 
see to the wiping out of these officers. The gentleman suggests the 
proper way to do it is to bring in a bill to reform this matter. The 

knows what the fate of such a bill would be with himsel/ 


do, that it would be smothered there and that there would be no op- 
portunity to have a fair, dispassionate, discussion of the whole question 
inthis House. The gentleman would take care of it. This is the only 
way in which the temper of this House on this question can be ascer- 
tained; and it is an entirely legitimate way. There is nothing revo- 
lutionaryin it. There is nothing which should subject the gentlemen 
who may vote for the proposition to the sneers of the gentleman from 


isconsin. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe that if there has been no effort at reform in 
this direction heretofore it is time now that there should be. Noman, 
in my humble judgment, conversant with the subject will seriously in- 
ee eer ane Se th 
well-being of the Army. There is no -informed man but knows 


anybody. We are simply saying in this act we do not want these offi- | that all the duties of officers can and ought to be performed by 
cers continued, and simply laying out a line of duty for the chairman | the officers of the Quartermaster’s : instead of increas 
of the Committee on tary which I have no doubt he will | ing th® labors of the Quartermaster’s Department it would actually 
speedily follow. 


I withdraw the pro forma amendmen‘ 


t. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question ison agreeing to the motion of the 
gentleman from Iowa (ite. Meesonar} to strike out the words which 


the Clerk will again read. pap 2 erent cr maton ig 

The paragraph proposed by Mr. HePBuRN to be stricken out was have not this motion for the purpose, as the gentleman from 
again read. Wisconsin states, of buncombe. That was the word he used. He does 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 37, noes 23. not always use his words. He does not always select them 
Mr. BRAGG. I call for tellers. as they ought to be 
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Mr. BRAGG. I got the right one that time. ; 

Mr. HEPBURN. I do not think the gentleman got the right word. 
There is no buncombe in this. It is a right and proper reform. And 
if there was any sincerity whatever in the professions of gentlemen on 
that side with reference to reform, if they meant anything when they 
talked about economy, they would be glad to seize upon this opportu- 
nity of saving $300,000 of the people’s money. But the efforts of the 
gentlemen and the vote they have given show the utter falsity and un- 
truthfulness of all these continual pretenses that are made on that side 
of the body-politic with regard to reform and with regard to economy. 
You do not mean it, gentlemen. You —, made use of that talk as 
a lever to help toget intoplace. You have got there, and now you 
like the ex itures—I was going to say, as well as any one—I will 

Mr. BRAGG. I move to strike out the last word. I had sincerely 
hoped that the pot from Iowa had boiled and effervesced so much and 
that so much gas had from iton the river and harbor bill that 
the people of lowa had become satisfied that one of their distinguished 
Representatives was here as a champion of reform, and that he would 
rest on his laurels and give us an opportunity to go on with legislation. 

I withdraw my formal amendment and call for a vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN]. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 55, noes 69. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Pay Department: For one brigadie neral, two colonels, three licutenant- 
ostanaia, and forty-three majors, $129,000. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I move to strike out that paragraph. 

The question was taken on the amendment; and there were—ayes 
23, noes 58. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Se Sets Department: For one brigadier-general, one col- 
onel, lieutenant-colonels, three majors, and for additional pay for acting 
judge-advocates, in all $24,250. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I move to strike out that paragraph. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Chairman, I support the motion to strike 
out this ph because in my judgment there is not in all the laws 
of the United States a more fruitful source of the violation of all prin- 


importan’ 

We have an army of perhaps twenty thousand soldiers, and it costs us 
$60,000 annually to pay for the reviewing officers who review thejudg- 
ments of courts- 

I undertake to say, sir, that I can point to a half-dozen records in the 
Judge-Advocate-General’s ent where, by the advice of-the 
Judge-Advocate-General and by the solemn judgment of the courts- 
martial under that advice, every principle of legal protection 
guaranteed to us by the Constitution, every principle which is taught 
in the books as pertaining to the great law of evidence has been over- 
ruled and trodden under foot. I can show you a record there where a 
judge-advocate of high rank solemnly declared to a court-martial that 
it was ey ee to prove the price at which commodities 
had been sold in the city of New York on given days by producing the 
telegrams of people who said that they had had the report by telephone 
from the fellow who said that he had contracted to sell the property. 

The same officer said that it was perfectly competent to explain by 
parol evidence a written contract and to vary its terms and modify 
them materially. And the way he came to find that out was this: 
He said that in the circuit court in New York he was allowed to prove 
by parol evidence that a deed, absolute upon its face, was in fact only 
& mortgage, and he cited that as an authority to show that he had a 


to the terms of contract by oral evidence! 
STEEL: What officer was that? 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Itis hardly worth while to be personal. There 
are so many of these records that I can put my hand upon a hundred 
J them such as I have described inside of twenty-four hours in which 


appear. 
Mr. BRAGG. the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 


GROSVENOR. Yes, sir. 
Under what administration were the men appointed 

committed those violations of law ? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. It makes no sort of difference under what ad- 

Icondemn the system under which 


this of ustice has been organized and the whole 
cm iy ie ates ee administered ; I condemn patna 
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aside their finding and make another one to conform to his ideas of 
proper punishment. I do not care who does it, it isan outrage. I 
care not when it was done, it was an invasion of liberty in this coun- 
try,and I condemn it. I care not who invented it, the system is per- 
nicious and outrageous. I care not who was the author of it, I am op- 
posing it, and I would oppose it as quickly as I would oppose the sus- 
pension of the writ of habeas corpus; I would oppose it as zealously as I 
would oppose any other invasion of the rights of man in this country 
under the forms of law. 


[Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Chairman, we have all heard the expression, 
‘conceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity.’’ I donot know but 


that this expression is applicable to one episode in the history of the 
Judge-Advocate-General’s Department, and I therefore concur very 
much with what has been said by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
GROSVENOR], and as something has been said here about the origin of 
this department, and as I have examined the matter, I want to add a 
word about that. 


By act of March 2, 1849, Thirtieth Congress, volume 9, page 351, 


section 4, it was provided: 


That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and with the advice 


and consent of the Senate, to appoint a suitable person as judge-advocate for 


the Army, to be taken from the captains in the Army, whoshall have the brevet 
rank, pay, and emoluments of a major of cavalry. 

Capt. John F. Lee, a most excellent officer, was that day appointed, 
and while still creditably performing the duties of the position the law 
of July 17, 1862, was enacted. This law will be found in volume 12, 
page 598, Statutes at Large, Thirty-seventh Congress, second session, 
and is in these words: 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President shall appoint, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, a judge-advocate-genera!, with the rank, 
pay, and emoluments of a colonel of cavairy, to whose office shal! be returned 

or revision the record and proceedings of all the courts-martial and military 

commissions, and where a record shall be kept of ail proceedings had there- 

upon. And nosentence of death or imprisonment in the penitentiary shall be 

— into execution until the same shall have been approved by the Presi- 
ent. 

Gentlemen will all recollect that in the summer of 1862 there were, 
as a gentleman has said upon this floor, a million of men under arms. 
We all remember that at that time there was a great political quarrel 
between McClellan on the one side and influential officials connected 
with the Republican administration on the other side, and means had 
to be devised to strike down McClellan. During that summer, while 
troubles were brewing in the Army in front of Washington, a law was 
enacted providing for the appointment of a Judge-Advocate-General. 
The idea was to appoint Joseph Holt to be Judge-Advocate-General of 
the Army, not, as history tells us, for the purpose of administering jus- 
tice, but in order to use the intricacies of the law to strike down Mc- 
Clellan; and after the disasters of August, 1862, in the month of Sep- 
tember, Joseph Holt was appointed. His first official act was to attempt 
to strike at McClellan and Fitz-John Porter, and the only apparent rea- 
son why they did not strike McClellan was that the exigencies of the 
service demanded that he should be placed in command of the Army. 
Being reinstated in command, he won the battle of Antietam, which 
placed him so high in the estimation of the people that they dared not 
strike at the head, and therefore they struck at the man next to the 
head. 

Now, I fully concur with much that the gentleman from Ohio has 
said about courts-martial; but I insist it is necessary for us to have a 
Judge-Advocate-General’s Department in order that we may have uni- 
formity in the system of our military courts. 

Mr. STEELE. One question; would the gentleman like to extend 
his remarks on Fitz-John Porter? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. WHEELER. I do not believe I will this time; we have said 
enough on that. , 

The President of the United States in his first message to Congress 
used this expression with regard to courts-martial: 


If some of the proceedings of courts-martial which I have had occasion to ex- 
amine present the ideas of justice which generally prevail in these tribunals I 
am satisfied they should be much reformed if the honor and honesty of the 
Army and Navy are by their instrumentality to be vindicated and protected. 


Now, I wish to say to thegentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN | and 
also the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GRosVENOR] that all the ineffi- 
ciency, all the evils and wrongs of which they complain, arose under 
Republican administration; and now, as ten millionof people have seen 
fit to intrust the power of this Government to the Democratic party 
they will see thattheseabuses areremedied. Mr. Cleveland, our Presi- 
dent, took the first opportunity to express his views on this subject; 
and I think we can depend upon his rectifying these and all other abuses. 
Therefore I hope the gentleman will not insist upon the amendment, 
but will trust to the Democratic party to rectify, as they well can, 
every wrong which has been brought upon this Government during the 
twenty-five years of Republican administration. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I move to amend the amendment by striking 
out the last two words. Mr. Chairman, I have not ofiered my amend- 
ment with a view of precipitating a political debate. If the Demo- 








A388 


cratic party desires upon every question of appropriation of money to 
discuss any of the blunders the Republican party has made, I am will- 
ing. The greatest blunder the Democratic party has made during the 
last twenty-five years was to keep on living—to go about the country 
cheating the political undertaker out of his just dues for their burial. 
[ Laughter. ] 

But, Mr. Chairman, I did not intend to engage in any political dis- 
cussion. I suppose the gentleman from Alabama will do me the justice 
to believe that I have not made this motion for any other purpose than 
to express honestly my views on this important question. I am in 
favor of remitting the questions of law which now go to the Judge- 
Advocate-General’s Department in all important cases to some other 
branch of the Government, where one of the conditions precedent to 
eminence as an officer shall be some knowledge of the elementary 
principles of law. There has been no great controversy before a court- 
martial in this country for years past in which the Government did 
not employ outside counsel; and this has been done in violation of law, 
or rather without any justification in law. 

Away back in 1814, when Mr. Monroe was President and Martin Van 
Buren was a leading lawyer in the State of New York, the Secretary of 
War detailed Mr. Van Buren to go up to Troy and assist as a Govern- 
ment attorney in the prosecution of the case of The United States rs. 
General Wilkinson. That court-martial sent back to the Secretary of 
War a statement that there was no law authorizing the appearance of 
Mr. Van Buren, and it would not and did not permit him to appear. 
From that day to this there has been no change in the statute; and 
Judge Holt, at the time of the Surratt case in this city, decided that 
there was no law which authorized the employment of outside counsel ; 
hence it was that Judge Bingham, of Ohio, was compelled to take acom- 
mission in the Judge-Advocate-General’s Department before the mili- 
tary court would permit his appearance. But now we have reached a 
point when all the great controversies before courts-martial are tried 
by outside lawyers. Last year $3,000 was paid in one case in this city 
toalawyer. I did not begrudge him his money; he earned it; he was 
a most capable lawyer, and conducted the case in a most lawyerlike 
manner; conducted it as well as he could do in view of the surround- 
ings by which he was environed all the way through the progress of 
the case. 

But Linsist that these reviews which go to questions affecting men’s 
property, men’s honor, men’s liberty, ought to be made by some branch 
of the Government other than the Army. The small courts-martial 
which are held at the different posts—the garrison courts-martial—may 
well enough be ran by judge-advocates detailed from the line for that 
purpose; and then let the other records, records involving important 
questions of law, go for review to some officer of the Attorney-General’s 
Department or some other officer of this Government, who isclear of the 
traditions of the court-martial, clear of the traditions of the regular 
Army, clear of all the controversies, jealousies, and ambitions which 
inhere in the organization of the Army, men who will base their judg- 
ment upon the principles of law which we hold dear in this country. 

I say this Judge-Advocate-General’s Department is an excrescence 
upon the Army. It is totally unnecessary, and ought not to be con- 
tinued. It costs $60,000 a year, and adds to the Army nothing of 
grace, nothing of justice, nothing of martial efficiency, but in all re- 
spects the reverse. Therefore I have made the motion to strike out 
this paragraph; and I venture to say that if this ih were to be 
stricken out to-day, never to be revived, there would be, one-year from 
now, no one who would remember it except to point to it as a monu- 
ment of the greatest error we have ever committedin the organization 
of the Army. 

Mr. WHEELER. I hope the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gros- 
VENOR] did not think—I hope I was not so unfortunate in my remarks 
as to convey any such intimation—thatI designed any personal reflec- 
tion in regard to the gentleman’s motives. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Oh, no! 

Mr. WHEELER. I did not intend anything of that kind. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, one suggesti 
made in connection with this matter has not been made. Under asen- 
tence passed by a court-martial the chief of this is entirely in- 
capacitated from serving in the ; and the duration of his incapacity 
under the sentence passes beyond the period when he will be retired 
under the law. So we have at the head of a department a man who 
is entirely incapable of serving in that department. 

Mr. BRAGG. His incapacity commenced at an earlier day than trial 


by court-martial. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I am of his incapacity as the result of 
the judgment ofa court. I do not know this question ought to be dis- 
posed of by the insulting and sneering methods of the chairman of this 
committee. The fact he sees something in his disordered 
that assimilates the gentleman who made that motion to a pot 
ought not in my ——— to dispose of this question. The fact the 
gentleman indulged himself in that Psst adh ybedea thy Ah goa 
sured for. There seems to be a vein manifestation re- 
sulting from everything the gentleman does that would indicate the 
difficulty with him is congenital, and therefore he ought not te be cen- 
sured for it. But when he ventures on the domain of the blackguard, 
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if he does, he ought to be forgiven by all of those who feel a sympathy 
for others who are not amenable to criticism or to harsh judgment be- 
cause of the unfortunate manifestations of Providence toward him. 
[Laughter and applause on the Republican side. } 

Now, in regard to my friend from Alabama. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, a message was received from the Senate, by Mr. McCook, its Sec- 
retary, which announced that that body had disagreed to the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill (S. 200) to authorize the purchase of the 
Aqueduct Bridge or the construction of a bridge across the Potomac 
River at or near Georgetown, D. C., and asked for a conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and had appointed Mr. Rippe- 
BERGER, Mr. SrooNer, and Mr. VANCE as managers of said confer- 
ence on its part. 

It further announced the passage of the bill (S. 2256) to create a port 
of entry at Lewes, Del.; in which concurrence was requested. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. HEPBURN. My friend from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] is un- 
doubtedly correct in his history of the formation of this department so 
far as the date is concerned. It was created in 1862, I believe. But 
when he goes further than that, trusting to his memory, he is liable to 
fall into egregious error; and on this occasion I am sorry he did go to 
the length he did. It seems to me the gentleman hardly cousidered 
the weight of the words he indulged in. He took upon himself, un- 
wittingly, perhaps, the réle of slandcrer when he made the charge he 
did upon Abraham Lincoln, who appointed Judge Holt to the ofiice hi 
held. Judge Holt was not appointed to that high office for any pui 
pose that was inimical to justice and to right-dealing. When he was 
appointed there was no such condition existing as the gentleman im- 
agined existed later. 

There was no purpose of assaulting General McClellan, or any other 
general of the Army, let me tell him. If he had not been engaged just 
where he was at that time, if there had not been difficulty of commu- 
nication from where he was to the men who were well informed on thc 
subject, he would have known better than to have made the charge he 
did. [Applause on the Republican side. ] 

It ill becomes that gentleman, it ill becomes any man situated as he 
was in those days, to assume, in my humble judgment, the rdle of 
slanderer of Abraham Lincoln. [Applause. ] 

Mr. BRAGG, I regret exceedingly the economist from Iowa should 
be a little economical in his knowledge of history. If1 recollectrightly, 
Lientenant-Colonel Lee was judge-advocate until about the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1862, and the change in the head of that department was not 
made until after General Pope made his report here and sought to prefer 
charges against the Army of the Potomac. Then the decks were cleared 
for action, and the hangman was selected. 

It is not a slur upon Mr. Lincoln, but as I had occasion to state sub- 
stantially once before in this House, the gentlemen who are fearful to 
have thedrapery of the garment drawn aside for fear of showing the lep- 
rosy, political and moral, which exists, always dodge behind Mr. Lin- 
coln’s great coat. [Laughter.] It was Mr. Stanton and not Mr. Lin- 
coln of whom it was said by Mr. Lincoln he had but little influence with 
his administration. [Laughter.] ~ 

Now, as to the allusion to myself, all I have to say to him 
is this: It took him so long to get into action, out of compassion for 
him just now I will not stir up any more, for I want him to have 
time to get ready. [Laughter and applause. } 


Mr. WH I move to strike out the last word. [Cries of 
“ Vote!” “ Vote !?"] 

Mr. Chairman, I very much that the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. HEPBURN] see fit to make the personal allusions that he 


did to m . I want to say to him and to this House that in all 
matters of legislation I never have been in the habitof looking behind, 
but I only look before, and every act of mine is prom by the pur- 
pose of adding my feeble efforts to contribute to greatness and 
grandeur, to the weight and power, of this the greatest country that 
ever did or ever can cxist, except in its own future possibilities. 

Mr. HEPBURN. When did you begin? 

Mr. WHEELER. I wish to say that if the gentleman will examine 
every word that I have ever uttered he can not find that I used a word 


or even a syllable against the President of the United States, Abraham 
Lincoln, to whom he alluded. It has become my duty in this House 
during two Congresses to defend Abraham General Grant 


against the assaults made upon them by Republicans in their efforts to 
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one word ever uttered by me reflecting upon him or upon his ability as 
a generalor a statesman. That has been reserved to gentlemen in this 
and the last Congress on the other side of the House, who have, when 
it suited their been found among his detractors. 

But another word and I have done. The gentleman spoke of the 
time of the appointment of Judge Holt. He was appointed in Septem- 
ber, and the first act of his official life was to proceed to do what has 
been stated. I thank the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BraGG | 
for the suggestion that the statements refer to the conspirator Edwin 
M. Stanton [hisses on the Republican side], who sought to conspire to 
drag down officers of the Army who did not conform to his views or 
sustain the line of policy that he had inaugurated. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, this ‘‘ arch conspirator’’ the gen- 
tleman names was a man who was at the head of the Federal armies. 
He was the man who directed, as no other living man could, all of the ma- 
neuvers and tionsof the Federal Army. Heis the man that brought 
your banner down into the dust, that destroyed your ‘‘ lost cause ’’—— 

Mr. WHEELER (from his seat). No, it was Grant. 

Mr. HEPBURN. That whipped you back into your allegiance to 
the Government. [Applause on the Repulican side.] He was the man 
who made it possible for you to be here in this exiited place to be his 
maligner and slanderer. denne on the Repnblicanside.] He is dead 
now and can not answer you, but notwithstanding you try to blacken 
his memory, although you live to-day because that man was willing, 
among others, thatyou might live and not have the halter around your 
neck that you had won. | Applause. } 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I rise to make an inquiry. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York is recognized. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I have listened here more than once 
to upon the character as well as charges against the motives 
and services of Edwin M. Stanton. He was our able War Secretary; 
he organized victory. Under his advice and administration, even ad- 
mitting he committed some errors, the Union triumphed over the re- 
bellion. [Applause. ] 

Now, these small men [laughter], as was said by the gentleman from 
Towa, some of whom are here by grace alone, avail themselves of the 

ty to slander his memory. [Applause. ] 

. Chairman, Ohio has given many able men to the public service 
of this country, but none braver, none more true, none who did more 
for the Union than our great War Secretary, Edwin M. Stanton, who 
came to us from withinits borders. [Applauseon the Republican side. ] 

You have dragged into this discussion the Fitz-John Porter case. I 
remember it was discussed while the war was in p , and I donot 


forget 

who did not sustain Fitz-John Porter and applaud McClellan and de- 
nounce Stanton, and thus sought to paralyze the energies of the Union 
forces. I care not, for one, if Porter would have been technically ac- 
quitted by a civil court. 

We bel I believe it now—the people everywhere in the North 
believed there was a powerful conspiracy to compel arbitrament of the 
issue between the North and South by other means than the sword. 

As Edwin M. Stanton had the power and the vigor to defeat the ca- 
bal of conspirators that was seeking to bring about a peaceful solution 
by inactivity, I am willing for one again and here to indorse what he 
did. The country approved him then and has continued to approve. 
lam ee discuss this Army bill upon its merits, but I am not 

to be silent when it is made the occasion to defame one of the 
one of the purest, one of the most patriotic men ever given to 
the service of his country; to hear him unjustly assailed and his mem- 
maligned, either by those who were in arms against him and his 
those who belonged to the party that is to- 
p with them. 
write Secretary Stanton’s biography. You gen- 
him justice. Those who felt his iron hand and 
may be reluctant to do him justice. Those who 
pathy with him, who met in convention to adopt res- 
prosecution of the war was a failure, those whose places 
the line drawn between the two armies—they may assail 
question his motives and acts; they may indulge in these 
him; but I deem it nowand shall hereafter 
memory. [ Applause. ] 


, before the vote is taken on this proposi- 
the committee whether, if the motion to 
it abolishes any of the system that has been 


all. 

— we are ready to vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. question is on striking out the clause which 
Cle wil again report. P 
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‘BURN. I call for tellers. 
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The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 82, 
noes 92. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The clerk read the following paragraph: 

For mileage to officers, when authorized by law, $130,000: Provided, That in 
disbursing this allowance the maximur sum to be allowed and paid shall be 4 
cents per mile, distance to be computed over the shortest usually traveled routes, 
and, in addition thereto, the cost of transportation actually paid, exclusive of 
sleeping or parlor car fare. 

Mr. PRICE. I make the point of order against the proviso contained 
in this clause: 

Provided, That in disbursing this allowance the maximum sum to be allowed 
and paid shall be 4 cents per mile, distance to be computed over the shortest 
usually traveled routes, and, in addition thereto, the cost of transportation 
actually paid, exclusive of sleeping or parlor car fare. 

I desire to call attention to section 1273 of the Revised Statutes. I 
will read the statute in support of my position. I am encouraged to 
make the point of order at this time for the reason that, notwithstand- 
ing the Chair a few days ago overruled the decision of the Supreme 
Court and our own rules—and the proposition was so flagrant a breach 
of the rules that the gentleman in charge of the bill himself by an 
amendment afterward struck it out—I have now a distinct and square 
statute on this subject, which must be existing law even in the opinion 
of the chairman of this committee. 


I read section 1273 of the Revised Statutes, which is as follows: 

Spc. 1273. When an officer travels under orders, and is not furnished transpor- 
tation by the Quartermaster’s Department, or on a conveyance belonging to or 
chartered by the United States, he shall be allowed 10cents a mile, and no more, 
for each mile actually traveled under such order, distances to be calculated ac- 
cording to the nearest post-routes ; and no payment shall be made to any officer 
except by a paymaster of the Army. 

That fixes it at 10 cents. Now the Army appropriation bill of 1877, 
passed July 24, 1876, provides that the rate shall be 8 cents per niile. 
That law changed it from 10 to 8 cents. 

Now I make the assertion, and it is a correct one, if Iam not inis 
taken, that that is the last provision of law governing the mileage for 
the distance that officers travel. That distinctly states it is 8 cents. 
That stands bound in this book as existing law; and yet this provision 
of the bill reads that the sum allowed shall be 4 cents per mile instead 
of 8, and adds thereto the additional cost of transportation under cer- 
tain circumstances. 

Now, that is not only objectionable as being squarely in contraven- 
tion of an expressstatute, but it increases expenditure, I think; that, 
however, is a matter of computation, and I may be mistaken. But I 
make the point without arguing it further that that provision is squarely 
in comtravention of this section of the Revised Statutes, which stands 
as the law of the land. 

I raise the point of order also on subdivision 3 of Rule XXI. The 
last clause of that rule provides: 

Nor shall any provision changing existing law be in order in any general ap- 
propriation bill or any amendment thereto. 

I think that is plainenough. If it is not, I will be ready to tear up 
my copy of the rules and bury the statute, for I do think that an ex- 
press statute constituting existing law which stands there unrepealed 
ought to guide us; and I venture the suggestion that outside the Mili- 
tary Committee there is not a committee of this House that would have 
the audacity, in view of the existing facts, to place a provision of law 
in an appropriation bill and then ask us, because it comes from that 
high and mighty committee—‘‘my’’ committee, as the gentleman from 
Wisconsin called it a few moments ago—and has the stamp of aathority 
on it of the Committee on Military Affairs, that therefore we must 
accept it. I ask the Committee of the Whole to take together that 
law, that rule, and that provision in this bill, and then let them sus- 
tain or overrule my objection as they will. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, my answer to the point of order is that 
the paragraph does not change existing law. The difference between 
this clause and a clause changing existing law is easily illustrated. I 
will read from a previous Army appropriation bill a clanse which did 
change existing law: 

Provided, That hereafter any paymaster of the rank of major, who has served 
twenty years, may upon his own application be placed upon the retired-list. 

To change existing law the provision must either repeal a law or be 
an affirmativeenactment. Thedifference between such a provision and 
this proviso may be stated in a few words. This is a limitation upon 
the use of the money appropriated by this bill without affecting any ex- 
isting law whatever. The hand that gives directs how the gift shall 
beused. This proviso was inserted for the purpose of sustaining the 
Paymaster-General in his distribution of the fund for the payment of 
mileage, and to carry out his wishes in that regard. He made the re- 
quest specially of the committee, and we prepared that section, and he 
himself prepared the proviso limiting the use of the money. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a word on this point 
oforder. A few paragraphs back the gentleman from Wisconsin was 
fast and furious to appropriate according to existing law. 

Mr. PRICE. What gentleman from Wisconsin? [Laughter. ] 

Mr.CANNON. The gentleman in charge of the bill. 

Mr. PRICE. That will do. 
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Mr.CANNON. Now, Mr. Chairman, thegentleman admitsthatthere 
is a Jaw fixing the mileage of these officers, and he seeks to amend it. 
I do not care to say anything now about the merits of that amendment. 
I doubt very much whether it would be a wise one, even if it-were in 
order, and I doubt also whether it is an economical ; but I 
will not discuss that question now. The gentleman says that because 


the words ‘‘ Provided, that hereafter,’’ &c., are not in there the proviso 
does not amount to legislation which changes existing law, but is a 
mere limitation upon the expenditure of the money hereby appropri- 
ated. If it be true that these rules of ours, positive in their terms, can 
be frittered away by merely juggling with words, then I suppose the 
point of order is not well taken. Given, however, a positive statute 
upon any subject, and Rule XXT as it exists, I undertake to say, that a 
provision of this kind does change existing law, at least by construction 
if not in words, and if the gentleman can avoid the force of the ruleand 
the force of the statute by such a provision as this in an appropriation 
bill, why then the rule amounts to nothing. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChairis prepared to decide the point of order 
raised by the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Price]. 

Mr. PRICE. One word further, Mr. Chairman. I did not know 
but my positions were wrongly taken and my authorities good for noth- 
ing, so I waited to hear something which would break the force of the 
rule and of the statute which I have read and which I say should con- 
trol the action of this House. I want to call the attention now of gen- 
tlemen who failed to hear what I said a while ago to the fact that the 
whole defense made for this indefensible action is based upon two state- 
ments: First, that there was a similar provision to this in a bill of last 
year, and that, it having passed there without the point of order being 
raised upon it, we may with propriety pass a similar provision now; 
and second, that some one (I did not catch the name) advised the com- 
mittee to put this provision in this bill. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask again, can we permit the Committee on 
Military Affairs to override the rules adopted for the government of 
this House merely because some gentleman, I do not know whe, has 
recommended that this provision shall go into this bill? Or will you 
justify yourselves by keeping that proposition in the bill because, for- 
sooth, a similar one was in an bill one year ago? Iam 
perfectly willing to concede that if the point of order were not raised 
against this provision and it were passed as a portion of this bill, it 
would then be a law to govern us, but the point of order being raised 
at this stage, there is but one thing to do, and that is to expunge it from 
the bill as an attempt on the of this committee to exercise author- 
ity not delegated to them, to legislate about a matter over which they 
have no control, and not binding upon this House even as a recommenda- 
tion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will again report the paragraph on 
which the point of order is made. 


a. That in disbursing this allowance aes maximum sum to be allowed 


id shall be 4 cents mile, distance to over the shortest 
-~$ ly traveled routes, and, in addition a oe of transportation actu- 
ally paid, exclusive of ‘sleeping or parlor car fare. 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Wisconsin on the left [Mr. 


Prick), makes a point of order against this poneeacae re ame “get 
isting law and, therefore, is not in order upon an appropriation bill. A 
similar point of order was made upon another provision on Setundop 
last when this bill was underconsideration. Theprovision against which 
the point of order was then made was declared to be in contravention 
of the Army regulations and therefore in contravention of existing law. 
This proviso is said to be in conflict with a provision inastatute which 
allows a greater amount per mile than isherefixed. It will beobserved 
that the proviso against which the point of order has been made states 
that in disbursing this allowance—the allowance in this 
paragraph—there shall be paid the ratesspeci not change 
the existing law. It only directs the manner in which this 
tion shall be expended and the to which this money be 
applied. The law stands as it was ees is di- 
rected to be expended in a particular way for a purpose. The 
Chair does not understand that the House i is obliged to the 
sum which the law has fixed as the full salary for any officer. 
If it were soobliged the discretion of Congress would bein great measure 
taken away. 

But Congress may in its discretion appropriate for a serv- 
ice a less amount thaa the law designates, or it to make any 

whatever. The House is now in making appro- 

priations of money for a particular purpose, Sener ee ot 
ee the fall 
of this service. 
to make full appropriation 

Mr. PRICE. Befozve the Chair gives his decision will he allow me to 
call attention to two facts which appear in this controversy? First, the 
existing law provides that the person required to travel under a military 
erder shall be compensated a eee 
no allowance for tra This bill provides that he shall receive 
meee Saat Se ok masstiatiren 
may occur under different contingencies. not 
vision of law fixing the compensation for a person who io anqeiael to 


travel under a militaryorder? And mn we under our rules adopt such 
@ provision upon an appropriation bill 

The CHAIRMAN. If the provision oo which the gentleman refers 
made a permanent for compensation the gentleman’s point 
would be well taken; but it is nota permanent appropriation. Though 
existing law may provide 8 cents a mile as the compensation for a per- 
son traveling under these circumstances, he can not receive a cent of 
money for such service unless Congress makes the appropriation. 

Mr. PRICE. But this provision of the bill allows transportation 
— the existing law does not. Is not this then a new provision of 

w? 

The CHAIRMAN. The officer would not be entitled to take any 
money out of the Treasury on account of the existing law unless there 
were an appropriation. The House is now making appropriations for 
this service, and Congress may, if it sees fit, appropriate a less sum 
than the existing law provides for. 

Mr. PRICE. But we are ee nernarwsny. # to eae J by this bill that the 
person shall be furnished with 

Mr. HAMMOND. Fenn tore gain a eal. I understand the 
Chair to have decided this question, and I submit that we should pro- 
ceed with the bill unless an appeal is taken from the decision of the 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was about to say that for the reasons 
stated the point of order should be overruled. 

Mr. CANNON. I hope the Chair will aliow me a single moment. 
I think the Chair does not understand the point of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin. If the Chair will examine the bill he will find in the para- 
graph } now under discussion these words, “and i in addition thereto the 


f transportation actually paid.’’ Now, in the law there 
joachane aie “dh aneh of tunapegtalled'aceaiier paid,”’ but 


there is the allowance of a lamp sum of 8 cents a mile. This bill pro- 
poses to allow a lump sum not exceeding 4 cents a mile ‘and in ad- 
dition thereto the cost of actaally paid.’’ Howcan the 
Chair tell how much more than 8 cents a mile this bill may allow ? I 
apprehend the actual allowancein many instances under this bill would 
be 10 cents or 12 cents a mile. Sothat the effect of this so-called “limi- 
tation’ is to change the law and authorize a greater com ion than 
that fixed ep tee ate ma in no case can exceed 8 cents a mile. 
ee I understand. 

Mr. BRA I would like to ask the gentleman from Illinois a 
question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided the question of order. 

Mr. PRICE. I must appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to ask the gentleman from Illinois whether 
he does not recognize the difference between limiting the expenditure 
of a sum of money and making a general provision for ex- 

ture which shall become a permanent law? 4 initetins Son 
ana dees not make any positive continuing enactment, 
aan dies with the disbursement of the funds appropriated in that 


Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. BRAGG. Buta positive affirmative provision of law becomes 
embodied in the statutes, and stands as a continuing law on the sub- 
ject for the future. 


Mr. CANNON. I hope I may be allowed to answer the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Brace}. 


Mr. STEELE. I make a pointof order. The Chair has decided this 


Mr. PRICE. And I have from the decision of the Chair. 


appealed 
Mr. CANNON. I think I am entitled to answer the point of the 
gentleman from 
The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon ] is 


The CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. CANNON. Iunderstand the point made by the gentleman from 
Wisconsin to be that the in this bill is a limitation upon the ex- 
penditure of this money. I tried to make plain when I 
maintained that it is such a limitation as will make this mileage for 


the year more than the existing law authorizes, namely, 8 cents 
a mile. is the point. 
The CHAIRMAN. With reference to the point raised by the gen- 


tleman from Illinois, the Chair is of opinion that this Committee of the 
Whole 


is new the House under the rules has the right, as this is 

of the departments of the Government, to provide for the 

ra For these reasons the Chair has overruled the point of 

from Wisconsin appeals from the decision. The 

ee the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee 


The aomenasten @ivided: and there were—ayes 93, noes 46. 

The CHAIRMAN. So the decision of the Chair stands as the judg- 
ment of the committee. 

Mr. CANNON. I move the following ameadment: 
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Mr. Chairman, if I can have the attention of the committee I will | parlor car. It does not check him from stepping any length of time 
not claim it lenger than one minute. The present Jaw gives 8 cents a | at expensive hotels, paying $5 a day, and using all the porters and serv- 
mile when an officer is traveling under orders and by the shortest route. | ants about the establishment. 
This change in the law, or limitation, or whatever you may roose to Mr. HAMMOND. I understand that this applies only to mileage, 
call it, for the coming year gives officers traveling under orders 4 cents | not their other expenses. 
a mile and in addition thereto the cost of transportation actually paid. Mr. BRAGG. No, sir. 
Now, I undertake to say the average cost of travel in this country does| Mr.HAMMOND. The section itself is on the subject of mileage 
not exceed 4 cents a mile, including subsistence. Yet in the nameof, Mr. BRAGG. But the amendment does not so restrict it. 
economy I see they havedecreased the appropriation upon theestimates, Mr. HAMMOND. It speaks of his expenses for ‘‘ necessary travel.”’ 
some $30,000. Now they come in and seek to enlarge the existing law. | Mr. BRAGG. But it does not limit it to mileage. 
For what? ‘The cost of transportation actually paid is to be added to : Mr. HAMMOND. Then it should be restricted to mileage, 
the 4 cents a mile. No man can tell until the accounts are rendered | limit that. 
just how much will be required to be paid out of the Treasury. Mr. BRAGG. The amendment does not do it. 

I appeal to my friend from Wisconsin, so long as this limitation is to Mr. HOLMAN. Let the amendment be again reported. 
be placed on officers while traveling under orders, we ought to stop with The amendment was again read. 
the allowance of 4 cents a mile and not add the cost of transportation Mr. HAMMOND. I move to amend by striking out the word 
actually . ‘Take the case of an officer ordered from San Francisco | penses’’ and inserting the word ‘‘ mileage;’’ so that it will read 
to at 4 cents a mile would be $120 in the pocket | essary mileage.’’ 
of the officer after he gets to New York in addition to the actual cost 
o 


oasto 
























Mr. BRAGG. Then, if that be done, there is another part of it that 

transportation. must be made to conform. 
I want to be fair with the Army. It serves its purpose in the Gev- Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I thinkif the gentleman will 
ernment and ought to be fairly and liberally dealt with; but while we | look at the bill before him he will see that that isunnece-sary. The bil! 
are seeking to make reform, in my judgment we should only provide | reads ‘‘ for mileage to officers when authorized by law,’’ and sets apart 


a fund of $130,000 for the payment of this class of expenditures. Sow, 
the proviso is to the effect that this mileage is not to be paid excest in 
a certain manner, and the amendment relates to that payment. J think 
it is perfectly clear. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I propose to add the words 
at the end of line 169, or rather at the end of the substitute proposed 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, ‘‘not to exceed the amount now an- 
thorized by law.’’ 

The fact is, a change of the law is necessary. The chairman of the 
committee has so informed us. He has stated that west of the Rocky 
Mountains one rate prevails whileeast of it another rate prevails. The 
existing law, as Iam informed, is uniformly 8 cents per mile. It is right 
that only the actual traveling expenses shall be paid. [t is wrong to 
allow the existing law to be violated. It isright to inaugurate a change 
in the law, and that is my motive in proposing the amendment. It 
may operate with some degree of harshness in some parts of the coun- 
try for a short time, but undoubtedly some change in the statute wi!! 
be made which will rectify it; and hence I propose to add the words | 
have suggested. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Should not the word ‘‘rate’’ be inserted instead of 
‘‘amount?’’ I think it would be better. 

Mr. ADAMS, of [llinois. I have no objection to that, and will so 
modify the amendment. 


for the actual of travel, and there stop. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I had intended, Mr. Chair- 
man, to offer an amendment to strike out all after ‘‘ provided,’’ in line 
and to insert ‘‘only actual expenses of transportation shall be paid,”’ 
which is precisely the reverse of the amendment moved by the gentle- 
man from Illinois, who proposes to strike out the cost of transportation 
actually paid exclusive of sleeping and parlor car fare, and to leave the 
allowance of 4 cents a mile. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I think the limitation should be ‘‘not exceeding 
4centsa mile.” - 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Four cents a mile is not 
in some parts of America. I speak with some little knowledge 
matter, because some who are near to me have been engaged in 
that part of the Army and required to travel on both sides of the con- 
tinent. Four cents a mile is ordinarily paid in the populous States, 
buat I have known as high as 30 and 40 cents a mile paid for actual 
transportation of an officer in the Inspector-General’s Department 
ins, in Colorado, California, Washington 
Territory, and other places where there are posts which have to be in- 
Therefore, 4 cents a mile would be but a small proportion of 
id by officers on inspecting tours. 
public service those whose integrity and honor can 
be safely trusted, upon whose fidelity to duty we may safely rely, they 
are 


a 


! 
| 


stl 
ey 
ft 


officers of the regular Army. It occurs to me the best course forus| The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair understand the gentleman {rom 
to pursue is toallow for the actual expenses of transportation when offi- | Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] to submit an amendment? 
cers are under orders. That is the objectof my amendment. Mr. HAMMOND. I suggested an amendment to the gentleman 


Undoubtedly it does allow some latitude, but as I said before, in my 
judgment we can safely trust in these small matters the officers of the 


. Why not add “‘over the shortest traveled routes ?”’ 
Mr. OATES. The word ‘‘necessary’’ covers that. 
Mr. of Kentucky. My idea was, as suggested by 
the from Alabama, that the word ‘‘necessary’’ covers it. 
But I aceept the modification. 
Mr. BRAGG. The law as provided in the bill as first reported from 
the committee was the of careful computation and estimates 
by the Paymaster-General, jn which he arrived at this clause as 
a amount to equalize expenditures between travel on this 
of Mountains and on the other side of it, and was en- 
acted to guard against precisely the objection that the gentleman from 
he enciotnaeone ane 
to I think 
the amendment will increase the expenditures. ae > 
Mr. HAMMOND. It will reduce it enormously, in my opinion. 
Mr.BRAGG. Ithinknot. Thereason the Paymaster-General called 
the Army very much to upon railway passes. 
‘course there is a very small number, and perhaps the number is still 
smaller who are able always to them. But the records of the 
Department show that in months of the year certain officers are 
80 situated that they must unquestionably travel on passes though they 
draw more for mileage than the full salary, er nee 
To guard against that the proviso was enacted. For instance, let me 


. HAMMOND. Before the tleman leaves thi int will 
mit a 2 m gen is point will he 
Mr. HAMMOND.” 


The proviso would allow, as you put it, only 4 

Me Eiki anntuct 
the gentleman from Kentuck 

allow the on : 


officer traveling a free to draw nothing. 
BRAGG. _ No, sir; Sekthdees ast geevont hie Sem siding in 0 


from Kentucky for the purpose of confining his amendment to mileage, 
out of abundant caution; but on an examination I think it unnecessary 
and shall not insist upon the amendment. 

Mr. BRAGG. Let the amendment be reported as it will stand if 
adopted, includiug the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “ provided,” in line 164, and insert in lieu thereof 

“That necessary expenses actually paid shall only be allowed, to be computed 
over the shortest usually traveled route, not to exceed the rate now authorized 
by law.” 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, there is an incongruity 
theresurely. As the amendment now stands mileage is intended tocover 
and is made to cover not only railroad fare but hotel expenses as we'll. 
That is the practice. 

Now, the last part of this amendment limits it to a rate of 8 cents a 
mile, while the other part of the amendment relates to expenses which 
include both fare and hotel expenses. I think the provision as contained 
in this bill is better than the amendment as last read. The limitation 
then is the actual fare and 4 cents a mile allowance for other expenses, 
or not exceeding 4 centsa mile. If the amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [ Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] is adopted, then it leaves 
open an indefinite charge for hotel expenses. It has been found ueces- 
sary in all departments to place some limit on these expenses. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. After the explanation of the 
chairman.of the Military Committee, that this has been made a matter 
of estimate, and is supposed to be a fair mode of making this allowance, 
I beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentlemancan not now withdraw his amend- 
ment, as an amendment to the amendment is pending. 

Mr. PRICE. I offer asa substitute for the amendment what I send 
to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend striking out “4 cents’’ and insertimg “8 cents,” in line 166; and 
strike out Se word “ routes,’’ in line 167; so that it will read : 


in disbursing this allowance the maximum sum to be allowed 


Provided, ‘ ‘ 
ete be 8 cents per mile, distance to be computed over the shortest 
traveled routes.” 


Mr. PRICE. I desire to state that if the amendment is adopted it 
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will simply neutralize the provision in the bill which I have opposed, 
and leave the law for next year just where it was last year. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman can not offer that as a substitute. 
But he may offer it simply as an amendment, because it is in order to 
perfect what is proposed to be stricken out. 

Mr. PRICE. Very well. 

Mr. SKINNER. Imove thatall after the word ‘‘ dollars’’ be stricken 
out. I do that because I think none of the amendments that have been 
offered are any improvement on the existing law. That will leave the 
law precisely as it is to-day. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Theamendmentof the gentleman from Wisconsin 
takes precedence of that. 

Mr. PRICE. And covers that ground. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Price, there 
were—ayes 67, noes 75. 

Mr. PRICE. I call for tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. Aquorum not having voted, the Chair will order 
tellers, and appoints the gentleman from Wisconsin, Mr. Price, and 
the gentleman from Alabama, Mr. WHEELER. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 68, 
noes, 90. 

Mr. PRICE. I do not insist further on the point as to a quorum. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. I understand the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] announced a desire to withdraw his 
amendment, and I understood the Chair to say that he could not, be- 
cause an amendment had been offered to that amendment. I offered 
the amendment to the amendment, and am willing to withdraw it, so 
as to allow the gentleman from Kentucky to withdraw his. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the amendment to the 
amendment will be withdrawn. 

There was no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. And now, if there be no objection, the amend- 
ment submitted bythe gentleman from Kentucky will be withdrawn. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. 

the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the paragraph the following: 

** But in no case shall the amount paid excced 8 cents a milc.” 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. That is the existing law. 

The amendment was agreed to. 1 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

All the morrey hereinbefore appropriated shall be disbursed and accounted 
for by the Pay Department as pay of the Army, and for that purpose shall be 
considered but one fund, 

Mr. PRICE. I desire to call the attention of the committee to two 
provisions of the Revised Statutes. Section 3623 provides: 

All officers, agents, or other persons eens ublic moneysshall render dis- 


tinct accounts of the application thereof ng to the appropriation under 
which the same may have been advanced to them. 


And section 3678 reads: 


The sums appropriated for the various branches of expenditure in the public 
service shall be applied solely to the objects for which they are respectively 
made, and for no others. 











I offer the amendment which I send to 


The provision of this bill to which I take exception is as follows: 


All the money hereinbefore appropriated shall be disbursed and accounted 


for by the Pay Department as pay of the Army,and for that purpose shall be 
considered but one fund. 


Now, this kind of legislation sought to be obtained under this clause 
might be good. Iam not fighting the principle embodied in it. I only 
say, hitherto in our Indian Department, in this department, in the Ag- 
ricultural Department, in every Department of the Government, we dis- 
tinctly give so much money for such a division and so much for andther 
division, and we distinctly require them to keep those sums separate; 
not to draw, for example, on the statistical division to pay for the pub- 
lication of documents or vice versa; but each must be kept separate un- 
der the head for which it was appropriated. That is the rule which 
governs the disbursement of funds under this appropriation bill. But 
this appropriation bill provides that that rule be set aside and 
‘the money hereinbefore appropriated’’ ‘‘shall be considered but one 
fand.’’ I do not know but the Committee of the Whole will be pre- 
pared to do as in the other case and allow the Committee on Military 
Affairs to make laws. But, in the name of common sense, if you do 
so, wipe out the rule we have adopted. 

Mr. BRAGG. It seems strange to me there are so many ghosts seen 
through the fog. Theappropriation for the Army has always been kept 
under theaccount ‘‘the pay of the Army,” between the and 
the Treasury. In all former bills it reads in this wise: ‘* Pay Depart- 
ment: For pay of the Army;” and then the act recites the ined and 
purposes, and concludes, ** in all, $12,500,000.” 

Now, instead of putting it at the head of the bill, we have put it in 
this case at the foot of the bill, and the use of the words ‘‘shall be 
considered but one fund,’’ and of the words “‘ accounted for by the 
Pay Department as pay of the Army”? (as it has always been) was to 
guard against the contingency that by some accident in the 
Treasury with a crotchety mind nngitt insist that it was the inten- 
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tion of Congress to change the rule from what it has heretofore been. 
Therefore we use the language of the previous bill, and go further and 
say, “‘ but one fand;’’ so that it leaves it precisely as it has always 
been and always will be. 

There never was such a thing as making a draft on the Treasury to 
pay brigadier-generals, major-generals, colonels, lieutenant-colonels, 
and captains. It is all drawn together, and the account is kept sepa- 
rately so far as the disbursement or payment of the money is con- 
cerned; but as between the Department and the Treasury it stands as 
‘*Pay ofthe Army. In accounting to the agcounting officers the vouch- 
ers show in detail how the disbursements have been made. There is 
no change at all, and there is no difference between this bill and any 
other Army appropriation bill, except what I am about tostate, which 
is not in this clause. In the draft of the bill which I submitted to the 
committee and which received their indorsement, I dissected the differ- 
ent component parts of the Army, to the end that the people might 
know what each cost. I have made the appropriation in the bill pre- 
cisely as it was before—‘‘ for the pay of the Army,’’ but I show in the 
bill how it is disbursed, and that disbursement is not fixed by the Pay 
Department, but by law. 

Mr. PRICE. One word, Mr. Chairman. It will be observed that 
no better defense can be made of this violation of law than was made of 
the other violation passed upon awhile ago. We are told that this has 
always been so, and that is the only justification offered except that the 
important announcement is made to us that it always will be so. Now 
I admit that all through this bill the appropriation is broken up, so 
much for a certain purpose, so much for another purpose, and so much 
for another. The gentleman correctly states the plan of the bill when 
he makes that statement. But, sir, it is because these different appro- 
priations for different objects have always been kept separate (if they 
have been kept lawfally) that I oppose this proposition to say now that 
they shall be all considered as but one fund. 

You remember, Mr. Chairman, and every gentleman here remembers 
that a short time ago the Commissioner of Agriculture, having used in 
some other division $1,800 which belonged to the laboratory fund, came 
to Congress and asked us to justify that expenditure. We did justify 
it by a bill, and the same thing might be done again; but that case 
shows the importance of applying each fund to its own particular pur- 
pose for which it was appropriated, for certainly if the point were not 
deemed very important this Congress would not have been asked to 
legalize that act of the Commissioner of Agriculture, an act which he 
recognized and we recognized as clearly in contravention of existing 
law. 

Now this proposition in this bill says that all the money hereinbefore 
appropriated for all these different objects shall be considered as but 
one fund to pay everybody and anybody, and that is the objection that 
I make to this provision. I donotknow that we had not better change 
our rules on this point; I do not know that we had not better say that 
a committee of this House shall have power to do certain things that 
we have said they shall not have power todo. But the fact remains 
that we have said they shall not do it and they have done it. I call 
upon this House, then, to respond to this point of order, and to say that 
this committee have done that which they could not legitimately do 
under the power conferred u them by the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The section of the statute which the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Prick] read is section 2678, and is the existing 
law upon that subject. It provides that all sums appropriated for the 
various branches of the public service shall be applied solely to the ob- 
jects for which they are respectively appropriated, and to no other ob- 
jects. If the object of the provision of the pending bill which has just 
been read by the Clerk and against which the point of order is made is to 
authorige any of the specific amounts provided in the several clauses of 


the bill to be used for other objects or purposes than those there desig- 
nated, then it does change existing law and the tof order is well 
i t which there may 


taken. Theohjectof the provision is a question 
be some doubt. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Hammonp] ex- 
presses the opinion that the effect of this provision of the bill would not 
be to authorize the diversion to other objects of any of the sums appro- 
priated in the bill for particular purposes. It seems to the Chair, how- 
ever, that the object of this clause is to provide that sums riated 
in the bill for one purpose if not used for that purpose may be used for 
another; and, with that view of its meaning, the Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

The Clerk was proceeding to read the next paragraph on the bill, 
hen 


w 

Mr. BRAGG said: I did not catch perfectly the decision of the Chair. 
patents er ean this appropriation is not to be considered as 
properly Army? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair held that in so far as this clause au- 
thorized any specific amount heretofore stated in the bill to be used for 
another purpose than that mentioned in the bill it was a change of ex- 
isting law, and therefore the point of order was sustained. 

Mr. BRAGG. There is no such provision here. 
The CHAIRMAN. That was just the question which the Chair 


asked. 
Mr. BRAGG. There is no such provision. 


AIG 
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Mr. PRICE. I call for the regular order. The paragraph has been 
"ithe CHAIRMAN. le provisi 1 

The CH . TheChair understands this provision of the bill 
to authorize accounting officers of the Treasury to use all the sums ap- 

in the bill up to this point as pay of the Army, and if in so 
doing. the iation in any clause is found to be in exctss, the 
money may be used for another purpose. If that js not the purpose of 
the clause——- 

Mr. BRAGG. Oh, no, sir; that is not the purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood that it was. He would 
be glad to have the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] explain 
the provision. 

r. PRICE. I call forthe regularorder. That paragraph has been 


upon and passed. 
rine CHAIRMAN . TheChair desires to have this matter thoroughly 
understood. The gentleman from Wisconsin states that the meaning 
which the Chair put upon the c!ause is not the proper construction. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. If I did not 
misunderstand, the Chair has stricken out the clause— 

All the hereinbefore appropriated shall be disbursed and accounted 
for the Pay Department as pay of the Army, and for that purpose shall be 
co but one fund. 

Now, does the Chair mean to strike out that entire clause, or only to 
strike out the words ‘‘and for that purpose shall be considered but 
one fund ?”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ruled the whole clause out of order. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I understood the objection of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. PricE] to apply only to the latter portion of the para- 

ie for that purpose shall be considered but one fund.”’ 
onthe IRMAN. The Chair understood the point of order to be 
made against the whole clause. 

Mr. PRICE. That is it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest, then, that omitting these concluding 
words, the remainder of the clause might be reinstated on motion of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin. Butif the clause should embrace these 
we, “Gal for that purpose shall be considered but one fund,”’’ it 
seems to me it would have to be construed as allowing the fund to be 

rpose connected with the pay of the Army. 


anges for any pu 
. BRAGG. Iam not particular about those concluding words. 


They were inserted only for the purpose of having it understood that 
we did not undertake to change the existing method of keeping the 
accounts. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Of course, if the words mean what the gentle- 
man from Indiana construes them to mean, the ruling of the Chair is 
right, and those words ought to go out. But the remainder of the par- 
agraph ought to stand. 

CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the Chair the clause is some- 
what obscure and is subject to two constructions. The Chair put upon 
pe construction ba _ — to him and the = which evi- 

ly was pot u t by gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. Pricer] 
who made eee of order. 

Mr. BRAGG, I care nothing about those concluding words. I move 
to reinstate the paragraph in this form: 


All the hereinbefore shall be disbursed and accounted 
for by tha Fag Dopastamanh ae pay the Army. 


The CHAIRMAN. Thst would be in order. 

Mr: HOLMAN. Before the question is put on this motion I wish 
to make an inquiry on a single t of the gentleman from Wisconsin 
[Mr. Braco] who has charge of this bill. ‘The appropriations for the 

of the Army for the current fiscal year are $12,205,000. If my 
valeutntlens are correct, the appropriations embraced in this bill for the 
of the aa one $12,466,358.26, which would show an excess of 
358.46 in made by this bill for the pay of the 
over those in the law for the current fiscal-year; and inas- 


the ions in this bill for the 
of the Army over the appropriations for the same object for the 
— would be $337,698. If my computations are correct, I do 
how this excess could occur—how there could be so 
atte of ion in this vse for ange pay of the Army 
year over appropriations for the present year. 
Mr. . I will endeavor to explain—— . 


refer to this matter again), that the reductions contemplated in this 
bill are not up to the expectations of those who have had occasion to 
consider these measures heretofore. I have never been familiar with 
Army “bill; so I speak of the opinions of others, not 
own. not provide any material reduction; 
there has been a steady reduction from year to year for a number 
oo it was that the reduction could be continued. 
for the support of the Army was $24,- 
450, or a reduction of $240,000. In 1886, 


454, or 
the 014,052.50, a reduction on the preceding year of 
uealy alt’ mailltion’ of dollars, while the reduction by this bill for 






the present year, as it stood as reported, was only $121,464.04, and as 
amended up to this time of $45,124. 40. 

And my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] will discover, notwith- 
standing his mild remarks about the economical Appropriations Com- 
mittee, that it was reducing appropriations for the Army at the rate of 
from $200,000 to $440,000 a year, while the bill he has prepared with 
great care and ability shows only a reduction of a little over $45,000. 

I may have possibly made a mistake as to the increase of appropria- 
tions proposed in this bill for the Army proper; but if my figures are 
correct my friend will see that some explanation is necessary. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, having heard that statement from 
three different members of the Appropriations Committee I had de- 
clined to reply to it until the close of the bill. The bill for this pur- 
pose in the last Congress appropriated $24,434,052.50. The reduction 
which they speak of was not made by this House nor by the econom- 
ical committee that usually takes care of the Treasury. The bill they 
reported, the bill they passed, was over a half a million more than the 
bill of the committee that was to open the door of the Treasury and 
shovel out the money of the people to everybody who came along. 
They are seeking to protect their reputation for economy by sheltering 
themselves under the skirt of the Senate, which forced them to come 
down. 

The reason I stated at the foot of the bill the sum appropriated was 
to show to the House the hypocritical pretensions to economy this com- 
mittee set forth when they sought to retain the power to control all the 
appropriation bills. [Applause on the Republican side. ] 

Now, I concede the amount of money appropriated for the support 
of the Army is $200,000 more in the present bill than in the last bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Three hundred thousand dollars more. 

Mr. BRAGG. Well, $300,000 more; and I will explain that. If 
you will go to your deficiency committee you will find a deficiency of 
$200,000 which has to be supplied. Why? Because you did not in- 
vestigate and see what the Army pay was. You voted it in a lump. 
You did not have time to drive your knife into every part of the bill; 
and you made a blunder of $200,000 when you were preparing your 
bill in the pay of the Army [laughter and applause]; and I will tell 
you where the balance comes from. If you will turn to page 275 of 
the Book of Estimates you will find the net increase to the Army is 
$194,417.31, which more than makes up the difference. That is all I 
have to say on that subject. [Applause.] 

Mr. HOLMAN. Now, Mr. Chairman, I am not aware of any hypo- 
critical pretenses on the part of any committee of this House. I have 
never known of any committee making unfair pretenses, | think, and 
however complimentary the gentleman may be to individual members 
I do not think it is respectful to a committee of this House to speak of 
its hypocritical methods. Nor have I ever heard, up to this time, of 
any committee boasting of its achievements. 

Mr. BRAGG. That was in reply to the Appropriations Committee 
wanting to know whether it was the purpose of the Military Committee 
to deceive the people by reporting such a bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I never heard of it before. 

Mr. BRAGG. Yes; on the floor yesterday, or the last time this bill 
was up for consideration. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have never heard of that committee making any 
display of its methods or desires to accomplish economical legislation 
on any occasion. I have never known it to parade itself in this House, 
nor have I ever known it to twit other committees with the manner of 
considering or introducing legislation into this House. 

If I wanted to retaliate upon the subject of blundering, as referred 
to by my friend, I would simply call the attention of my friend to the 
fact that by this very bill there is an appropriation of $29,160 for the 
payment of enli*ted men serving as general service clerks and messen- 
gers, one hundred and thirty-five in all, when at the very last moment 
the committee was informed that a mistake was made in that item of 
$76,340, which amount had to be added, making $105,500 in all in- 
stead of $29,160. 

If there was any mistake in the Army appropriation bill for the last 
year it was simply a mistake in the Senate, as the gentleman is well 
aware, in the amount which had been amended. 

Mr. BRAGG. No, sir; the Senate did not reduce your appropria- 
tion for pay. 

Mr. HOLMAN. And resulted from the economical action of the 
Senate; and if, as the gentleman says, there is a deficiency even as large 
as he fixes-it, this bill is still over $240,000 in excess of the bill for the 
current year. . 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, if the friends of this bill desire to cor- 
rect the paragraph against which the point of order is made and strike 
out the words to which I have excepted, 1 have no objection to with- 
drawing the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection the amendment of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin will be considered as agreed to. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the rules of the House the committee will 
now rise. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SprixGeR reported Zhat the Committee of the Whole 
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House on the state of the Union having had under consideration the 
Army appropriation bill had come to no resolution thereon. 


And then (the hour of 5 o’elock p. m. having arrived) the House 
adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BRADY: Papers in the claim of Charles F. Livesay, Din- 
widdie County, Virginia—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers in the claim of John W. Eppes, of Prince George County, 
Virginia—to the same committee. 

By Mr. W. W. BROWN: Memorial of A. G. Jennings & Sons, urg- 
ing additional duty on lace and lace goods—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

Also, memorial of the Commercial Exchange of Philadelphia, Pa., 
praying for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. CAINE: Petition of 2,586 citizens of San Pete County, and of 
1,089 citizens of Summit County, Utah Territory, earnestly protesting 
against the enactment of any legislation which will deprive them of all 
voice in the government of that Territory by disfranchising them through 
test-oaths on account of their religious belief, as proposed by the mi- 
norit y party of said Territory; also against the passage ofany law which 
would abolish the Legislature of Utah and create for the government 
of the Territory a legislative commission—to the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Memorial of ex-prisoners of war, for pen- 
sions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of A. G. Jennings & Son, of Brooklyn, N. Y., for in- 
crease of duty on lace and lace goods, whether of silk or cotton—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, memorial of Mrs. J. P. Zell, President of Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, for the passage of the scientific temperance instruc- 
tion bill—to the Committee on Education. 

Also, memorial of the Commercial Exchange of Philadelphia, for the 
redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

Also, memorial of John R. Kancher and others, for the immediate 
passage of bill to redeem the trade-dollar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GIBSON: Petition of William Church, for an invalid pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. GLASS: Petition of N. Delap, surviving partner of A. & N. 
Delap, of Gibson County, Tennessee, asking that his war claim be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. R. 8. GREEN: Petition from citizens of Elizabeth, N. J., 
for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of Adna Lovewell and 52others, citizens of 
Corinth, Vt., favoring a tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. HAMMOND: Petition of Andrew P. McCool, of Fulton 
County, Georgia, praying that his war claim be referred to the Court 
of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. JACKSON: Additional evidence in the case of George H. 
Rider—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. T. D. JOHNSTON: Memorial of citizensof Buncombe County, 
North Carolina, for the establishment of a national bureau of health— 
te the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LANHAM: Petition of citizens of Eastland, Palo Pin 
Stephens, and Haskell Counties, Texas, for the removal of the F: 
court from Graham to Cisco, Tex.—to the eeanen Dn Jaane 

By Mr. LINDSLEY: Petition in favor of making the trade-dollar a 
legal tender—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. LYMAN: Petition of Eli N. Bradly and others, of Roxbury, 
Conn., favoring the substitute bill reported by the Committee on Agri- 
culture respecting oleomargarine, &¢c.—to the Committee on Agricult- 


Ry Mr. PEEL: Petitionof Samuel E. Rogers, of Wash County, 
Arkansas, praying for compensation for property taken used by the 
United States during the late war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. PETERS: Petition and affidavit to accompany claim of Levi 
Fellers, of McPherson County, Kansas, for property destroyed during 
the late war—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SENEY: Petition of Charles Griffen and M. J. Field, relat- 
ing to the Government policy toward the Indians—to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

bic cuupsnaation So. Nagai Aenoiom steeabienie oman 
a fair compensation to the 
mail—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. STEPHENSON: Resolutions of E. B. Wolcott Post, No. 1, 
of Milwaukee, Wis., fa legislation as as indorsed by the national 
pension committee of the Grand Army of the Republic—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 





By Mr. STORM: Petition of citizens of New York city, asking mem - 
bers to vote $800,000 to pay American steamships to carry the United 
States mail—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, memorial of Granges Nos. 56 and 322, of Pennsylvania, for leg- 
islation to suppress the manufacture and sale of all imitations of dairy 
products—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of same against placing wool, hides, jute, tobacco, 
raw sugars, &c., on the free list-—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. WAIT: Petition of Robert J. Simpson and 58 others, citizen. 
of Montville; of J. E. Hall and 112 others, citizens of Colchester, and 
of 8. H. Bentley and 53 others, citizens of Stonington, Groton, and 
Ledyard, Conn., asking for a law requiring that all imitations of butte: 
be sold by their true names—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. WILSON: Petition of Asberry Stalnaker, of Randolph County 
West Virgina, asking that his war claim be referred to the Court o! 
Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WINANS: Petition of Dr. J. A. Messinger, Dr. W. J. Mills, 
and 25 others, citizens of Howell, Mich., aski to take active 
measures to prevent epidemics—to the Committee on Commerce. 

The following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, were presented and severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture: . 

By Mr. BLAND: Of citizens of Saint James, Mo. 

By Mr. BUNNELL: Of citizens of Pomeroy, of Fairview, of Brook- 
lyn, of Pleasant Mount, of Auburn, of Bridgewater, of Erie County, of 
Dillingersville, of Berwick, of Waterford, of Hopbottom, of Sterret- 
tania, of Lower Providence, 0! Lake Pleasant, of Pleasant Mount, of 
Lake Como, of Academy Corncrs, of New Britain, of New Milford. of 
Juva, of Erie, of Milford Mills, of London Grove, of Earlville, of South 
Montrose, of Dimock, of Roeder, of Grater’s Ford, of Chandler’s Valley, 
of Upsonville, of Bridgewater, of North Eastern, of New Freedom, and 
of Fairdale, Pa. 

By Mr. ELDRIDGE: Of 386 farmers of Michigan. 

By Mr. HALE: Of citizens of the second Congressional district of 
Missouri. 

By Mr. HAMMOND: Of B. Woodward and others, citizens of Ful- 
ton County, Georgia. 

By Mr. HEARD: Of citizens of Columbia, Mo. 

By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Of 50 citizens of Iowa. 

By Mr. HOPKINS: Of citizens of Freeburg, of Tamaroa, of Chicago, 
of Lake Zurich, of Barrington, of Curran, of Rankin, of Alden, of Plato 
City, of Prophetstown, of Cay Station, of Fairmount, of La Murrillo, of 
Ontario, of Ashton, of Formosa, -of Diamond Lake, of Mount Carroll, 
and of Garden Prairie, Il. 

By Mr. LORE: Of citizens of Delaware. 

By Mr. McCOMAS: Of citizens of Frederick County, Maryland. 

By Mr. O’FERRALL: Of citizens of Clarke County, Virginia. 

By Mr. PRICE: Of citizens of Otsego, of Manpaca, of Medina, o/ 
Brandon, of Fennimore, of Fairwater, of Alleon, of Sharon, of Man- 
dyne, of Osseo, of Richland, of Mishicott, of Parker's Prairie, of Bar- 
aboa, of Auroraville, of Graveville, of Freistadt, of Yellowstone, of 
Waunandee, of Troy, and of Honey Creek, Wis. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: Of citizens of Alford, Egremont, and Great 


Barrington, Mass. 
By Mr. STAHLNECKER: Of citizens of Fort Plain, of Roxbury, 
of Earlville, of Sinclairville, of West Edmeston, of Bark, of Wind- 
of Sanford, of Walpack Centre, of 
Delphi, of Adams Centre, of Potsdam, of Starkville, of Parrish, of De- 


Lyle, of Stamford, of Hobart, of Fort Plain, of of Can- 


Cattaraugus, 
of omens. che McDonough, of Ox- 
ford, of a of Bloomville, of Thompsen of Gunreil, of 


: 
i 


Chemung, of Gouverneur, of Avoca, of Parksville, 0! 
N ee ee rs ae eee Mills, 0 
Poland Centre, of Stockton, of Lowell, of New York, of Addison, o! 


North Bangor, of Cortland, of Panama, of West Bangor, of Weste:n- 
ville, of Augusta, of Belfast, of of Sanford, of Bain- 
ee of Watertown, of Sherman, of Rockwell’s Mills, 
Walton, of Whitestone, of Bennington, of Wells- 
burgh, of Eaton, of Randolph, of Norway, and of Chateaugay, N. \. 
By Mr. E. FP. STONE: Of citizens of I Mass. 
By Mr. STRUBLE: Of H. Walters 86 others, of Iowa. 
By Mr. WADE: Of citizens of Neosho, Mo. 
Mr. WILLIAM WARNER: Of citizens of Kansas City, Mo. 
Mr. MILO WHITE: Of 1,262 farmers of Minnesota and 15 of 
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by money from the national Far were presented and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education 

By Mr. ARNOT: Of citizens of Tompkins County, New York. 

By Mr. COOPER: Of citizens of Marion County, Ohio. 

By Mr. R. H. M. DAVIDSON: Of citizens of Hillsborough County, 


Florida. 

By Mr. DORSEY: Of citizens of Dodge and Furnas Counties, Ne- 
braska. 

By Mr. JACKSON: Of citizens of Beaver, Lawrence, and Washing- 
ton Counties, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. STEPHENSON: Of citizens of Portage and Oconto Counties, 
Wi 


isconsin. 
By Mr, SWOPE: Of citizens of York County, Pennsylvania. 


SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, May 12, 1886. 


Prayer Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butter, D. D 
The Tcmeal a of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


EULOGIES ON THE LATE SENATOR JOHN F. MILLER. 


Mr. STANFORD. Mr. President, I give notice that on the 27th of 
the present month I shall submit for the consideration of the Senate 
memorial resolutions in regard to the death of my late colleague, JoHN 


F. MILLER. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The notice will be entered. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore — resented a memorial of captains and 

owners of steam. vesel on oo eee oe, remon- 

strating against passage 0 te bill No. 1778 and House bill No. 

= providing for a bri across the Ohio River at Cairo, ll. ; which 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

bs PALMER presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Tem- 

Union of —e- oo praying for ee legislation 

for the ion of yo ong girls in istrict of Columbia and other 

Dwithin t of the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of citizens of West Chester, Pa., 
praying for such enactments and appropriations as will enable the Na- 
of Health to take measures for the prevention of epidemics, 
&c.; which was referred to the Committee on Epidemic Diseases. 

He Se memorials of Granges No. 291, No. 786, and No. 

Patrons of Husbandry, lvania, remonstrating against the 
admission free of duty of all agricultural raw materials; which were re- 
+ ab Seitllans of No. 593 and No. 291, P. 

ranges No. and No. atrons 
tied mayer nd ocr mera praying for the suppression of the man- 
ufacture and sale of all imitation dairy products; which were referred 
the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 
Mr. MAXEY. I present a petition of citizens of Cameron County, 
for the enactment of such laws and the making of such 
National Board of Health to employ 
the power and resources of the Government which can be lawfully 
exercised in the prevention of to which the country is now 
exposed, and to emis &c. I move the reference of 
on Epidemic Diseases. 


a 


= 


igned by many citizens of A fri- 
in ce Sen State of Kansas, praying for 
enable them to return to Liberia. I move the 


to. 
mg emery 5 Leger * agra 
such 
reference of the petition to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


The motion was agreed to. 
ae eilisens of Baltistore, Mi, praying for the pomagscf 0 
p ying for the ofa 
law for the redemption of the tcade-dollar; which was re- 
presented a memorial of wool-growers of California, 
ae st tho placing of of = on the free-list; which was 
ees even OF COMMITTEES. 
oo ee ne Te 
t dment 
= ee nerenity wt amendmen 
A bill R. iste to Ee William H. Sheffield; 
A bill (H. R. granting a pension to William B. Jacobs; 
A bill (H. R. granting a to Charlotte Buck; 
A bill (H. R. 4882) granting a to Washi T. Ote 
A bill (H. R. 6770) granting a pension to Ferdinand Koehler; 
A bill granting a pension to H. L. Kyler; 
A bill (H. R. granting a pension to William P. Carleton; 
A R. granting a pension to Manes; 
A , a pension to Eli A. Robbins; 
A bill (HL R. Batic weenie ve to Martin J. Reynolds; 
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A bill (H. R. 6774) granting « pension to Bruno Schultz; 

A bill (H. R. 6117) granting a pension to James D. Cotton; and 

A bill (H. R. 1997) granting a pension te Nancy R. Brown. 

Mr. RANSOM, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 11) to provide for ascertaining and settling pri- 
vate land claims in certain States and Territories, reported it. without 
amendment. 

He also, from the Select Committee to Investigate the Condition of 
the Potomac River front of W: ashington, re ported an amendment in- 
tended to be proposed to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printe dl. 

Mr. CAMDEN, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 2940) granting a pension to John T. Pennington, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. DOLPH, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (8. 381) for the relief of the trustees of the Christian Brothers’ 
College, of Saint Louis, Mo., moved it§ indefinite postponement; 
which was agreed to; and he submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill (S. 2415) for the relief of the trustees of the Christian Brothers’ 
College, of Saint Louis, Mo.; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. FAIR, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 1576) for the relief of Col. James C. Ducme, reported it 
without ameridment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. SPOONER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 1651) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
make final adjustment of claims of certain foreign steamship companies 
arising from the illegal exaction of tonnage dues, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. SPOONER. I am instructed by the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 33) for the relief of Alexander K. 
Shepard, to report it with an amendment. I submit the report of the 
majority of the committee, and also present the views of the minority 
[Mr. DoLPxH], which I ask may be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order will be made. 

Mr. SPOONER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 306) for the relief of Alexander K. Shepard, moved its in- 
definite postponement; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 277) for the relief of Samuel P. Evans, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 



















ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had signed the follow- 
ing enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by the President 
pro tempore : 

A bill (S. 363) granting a pension to Edward Ayers; 

A bill (S. 483) to restore Sidney B. Tullar to the pension-roll; 
A bill (S. 612) granting a pension to William Weightman; 
A bill (S. 843) granting a pension to Elise Burki; 

A bill (S. 857) granting a pension to Dudley B. Branch; 

A bill (S. 963) granting a pension to Harriet M. Rider; 

A bill (S. otal granting a pension to Elizabeth Barker; 

A bill (S. 1152) granting a pension to Sarah E. Bassett; 

A bill (S. 1290) granting a pension to David W. Hamilton; 
A bill (S. 1438) granting a pension to Isom Wilkerson; 

A bill (S. 1630) granting a pension to James C. Chandler; 

A bill (S. 1998) for the relief of John D. Ham; 

A bill (8. 2134) granting a pension to Patrick A. Callanan; 

A bill (S. 2185) for the relief of George Titus; 

A bill (S. 2186) granting a pension to Louis Melcher; 

A bill (S. 2188) granting a pension to Ann Smith; 

A bill (S. 1065) granting a pension to Emeline J. Babson; 

A bill (S. 1105) granting the right of way to the Kensington and Ta- 
cony Railroad Company through the arsenal grounds at Bridesburg, 
Philadelphia, Pa. ; 

A bill (S. 2187) ‘for the relief of Rebecca E. Haskin; and 

A bill (S. 1020) authorizing the District of Columbia to convey the 
alley, 15 feet wide, running east and west between lots 6 and 7, in 
square 635, comprisingan area of 3,480 square feet of land, to the owner 
of said lots. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 2407) for the relief of Charles 
A. Ruffee; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2408) for the relief of Charles A. Ruf- 
fee; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian A ffairs. 

Mr. HARRIS (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2409) to incorporate 
the Washington Cable Railway Company of the District of Columbia; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MANDERSON (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2410) for the 
relief of W. H. Tibbits; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. INGALLS introduced a bill (S. 2411) prescribing the times for 








4396 


sales and for notice of sales of property in the District of Columbia for 


overdue taxes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MILLER introduced a bill (S. 2412) to amend ‘‘An act to reduce 
internal-revenue taxation, and for other purposes,’’ approved March 3, 
1883; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, introduced a bill (S. 2413) for the relief of 
R. R. Tinsley; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also introduced a bill (8. 2414) for the relief of Miss Eula E. 
Henry; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


AMENDMENTS TO RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. BLAIR, Mr. DOLPH, and Mr. HARRIS submitted amendments 
intended to be proposed by them respectively to the river and harbor 
appropriation bill; which were referred to the Committee on Cominerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, submitted the following concurrent res- 
olution; which was read: 

Whereas the experience of the past has fully demonstrated the fact, viewed 
from whatever standpoint, that further Chinese immigration to the United States 
is undesirable, and that the best interests of this country, of modern civilization, 
of the Chinese themselves, the vindication and integrity of free labor, and its 
just protection from the degrading labor of Asiatic coolyism, the preservation 
of domestic peace, and the promotion of the general welfare, demand the abso- 
lute prohibition in the future of the coming of Chinese to the United States, ex- 
cepting only duly commissioned diplomats and other Government officials, and 
their necessary body servants and attendants: Therefore, 

Resoieed by the Senate (the House concurring), That it isthe sense of the American 
Congress that it is advisable that negotiation should be entered into with the 
Chinese Government without delay by the proper executive officers of the United 
States Government with a view of securing such modification of the existing 
treaties with China as will either in terms absolutely prohibit, or authorize the 
United States to absolutely prohibit, in the future the coming of Chinese to any 
port or place within the United States, excepting only duly accredited diplo- 
matic, consular, and other government officials, and their necessary y serv- 
ants, and excepting further oniy those driven into or seeking any port or place 
of shelter within the United States by or on account of storm or shipwreck. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I move that the resolution be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and that it be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE ITIOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed a bill (H. R. 2851) to 
provide for ascertaining and settling private land ¢laims in the Terri- 
tories of New Mexico and Arizona and the State of Colorado; in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had, yes- 
terday, approved and signed the act (S. 214) for the relief of Oscar East- 
mond and James W. Atwill. 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. _ If there areno further ‘‘ concurrent 
or other resolutions ’’ the Calendar is in order. 

Mr. CULLOM. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the unfinished business of yesterday. 

The motion was to; and the Senate resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 1532) to regulate commerce: 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending question is on concur- 
ring in the second reserved amendment made as in Committee of the 
Whole. The amendment will be stated. 

The Carer CLERK. In line 3 of section 4, after the words “‘ passen- 
gers or,’’ the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, inserted the words 
‘* of the like class and quantity of;’’ so as to read: 


That it shall unlawful for any common carrier to charge or receiveany greater 
compensation in the aggregate for the transportation of passengers or of the like 
class and quantity of property subject to the pro of this act for a shorter 


than for a longer distance over the same line, in the same direction, 

Mr. CAMDEN. That is the amendment which the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Beck] gave notice that he would move to amend or 
to strike out. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on concurring in the 
amendment, which is the converse proposition. 

Mr. CAMDEN. It is in order, after the notice given by the Senator 
from Kentucky, to move to amend the amendment, is it not? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is in order to move to amend it, 
or the question of ing to it will, as a matter of course, present the 
same question oe es guattien of striking it ont. It is in order to 
amend it, however. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Would it be in order, if the clause is not stricken 
out, then to move to amend it? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If it is now agreed to, it can not be 
amended, except by adding other words. 

Mr. CAMDEN. But if it fails to be amended, then a vote could be 
taken on striking it out entirely? 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRIS. Pending the question, Will the Senate concur in the 
amendment made in Committee of the Whole? it is competent to 
amend the amendment, if the Senate chooses so to do. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Clearly. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Under the notice given by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky I will move to strike out the word ‘“‘quantity’’ and insert the 
word ‘‘ quality.’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is in order. 

Mr. CAMDEN. The amendment as it stands now, confining it to 
the ‘‘ like class and quantity of property,’’ would place the section in 
a position in which it could not be carried out, and would entirely de- 
stroy the value of the provision. It would limit it to the exact quan- 
tity or would leave it liable to the interpretation that a shipper of one 
car-load of property might be charged more than a shipper of fifty or 
five hundred car-loads of property. In other words, it Himits it to the 
same quantity of shipment. If a car-load of freight of the same kind 
contains a thousand pounds less than another car-load of the same kind 
it opens the question of discrimination between the two cars containing 
a different quantity. If one shipper ships one car-load and another 
shipper ships fifty car-loads it allows the large shipper to be discrimi- 
nated in favor of against the shipper of only one car-load. 

When the amendment was offered by the Senator from Rhode Island 
[Mr. ALpricu] I sat by the side of the Senator from Kentucky [ Mr. 
Beck] and I thought that it would apply to the same class and qual- 
ity. ‘That would be a proper amendment, and to that amendment | 
should have no objection. hen the Senator from Kentuckyasked me 
what it was, I replied to him that it was for the same class or quality 
of goods. ‘That would mean that the companies may charge, as pro- 
vided by this section, the same rate for car-loads of cattle, for car-loads 
of grain, or for car-loatls of the like quality of goods; and that would 
be a proper amendm@at. 

The Senate will understand the question, no doubt. 
out ‘‘quantity’’ and insert ‘‘quality.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN] to the amendment 
made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like toask the Senator from West Virginia 
what he understands by the word “‘ quantity.’’ Does it not have ref- 
erence to transportation, for instance, by car-load as distinguished from 
transportation in single or parcels? I think that is the under- 
standing in the several State statutes. For example, most railways, I 
think, charge less for a keg of nails in a car-load of nails transported 
from Wheeling to Chicago than they do for a single keg of nails mixed 
up with other freight. I suppose the amendment simply relates to car- 
load quantities as distinguished from smaller parcels which are taken 
from station to station. be 

Mr. HARRIS. It iscertainly very clear, the Senator from Iowa will 
allow me to say, that if the amendment stands as it now is incorpo- 
rated in the bill, the fourth section will not be operative wherever there 
is a difference in the quantity of goods shi , however small that dif- 
ference. If the Senator desires that it apply to the car-Joad unit, 
that idea had better be in ted into the amendment; but I would 
ated the adoption of the amendment suggested by the Senator from 

est Virginia, striking out the word ‘‘quantity’’ altogether and Ict- 
ting it apply to the same character, and quality of freight. 

Mr. ALLISON. That issubstantially the same thing. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the Senator from Iowa will let me answer the 
suggestion of the Senator from Tennessee I will state that these words 
are now in the statutes of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Vermont, and 
alarge number of other State’, and have received judicial construction, 
and that construction has not been atallof the nature suggested by the 
Senator from Tennessee. 

Mr. HARRIS. I should like to ask the Senator from Rhode Island 
if his amendment remains in the bill and one man ships of grain, if 
you choose, a car-load of so many tons and another ships a car-load of 
one ton less, would the rule apply ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Itcertainly would; that is, it would allow the car- 
loads to be carried at the same rate. 

Mr. HARRIS. Ifone man shipped 100 car-loads and another 50 car- 
loads, would not hisamendment exempt that shipment from the oper:- 
tions of this section ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think it would. 

Mr. HARRIS. Because they have not shipped the same quantity ’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. | I think it would, and very properly. That was 
the intention of the amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS. Very well; we understand the amendmentalike, tlicv. 
If they differ in quantity, the rale prescribed by the fourth section does 
not apply to the shipment. I want to strike out the word 
‘* quantity ’’ and let it refer to ‘‘ quality.’’ 

r. ALDRICH. I understand the ing amendment of the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia to be to insert the word ‘‘quality ’’ in place o! 
the word ‘‘quantity.’’ I take it for granted thi#tthe tors upon 


I move to strike 


that side of the Chamber are desi some intelligent and sensi}!e 
bill shall be passed on this su For one, I hope the Senate will 
not make the bill ridiculous by ing the word ‘‘ quality.’’ 
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I should like the Senator from West Virginia or any other Senator to 
say what he means by the ‘‘quality”’ of the freight. Does he mean to 
say thatcoal worth $4 a ton is to be transported at a different rate from 
coal worth $5 a ton, or that coal which is to be used for domestic pur- 
poses is to be transported at a different rate from that which is to be 
used for manufacturing purposes, or that cotton cloth worth 4 cents a 
yard is to be charged a different rate from cotton cloth worth 8 cents a 
yard, or that pig-iron is to be charged a different rate according to the 
quality of the iron? 

It seems to me that the amendment is perfectly absurd, with due re- 
spect to the Senator from West Virginia who offers it. I do not think 
that any railroad company ever has varied or ever could vary its rates 
for the transportation of freight on account of the quality of the goods 

rted. Every rail company would be compelled to have an 
raiser to determine the quality of the goods upon inspection before 
in could be fixed. 

Mr. HARRIS. I should like to suggest to the Senator from West 
Virginia to modify bis amendment and move to strike out the words 
‘and quantity ’’ without inserting the word ‘quality.’ ‘‘Of the like 
class’’ is quite specific enough, without putting in the word “‘quality”’ 
at all. ; 

Mr. CAMDEN. I t that. 

Mr. HARRIS. Hence I suggest to him to modify his amendment so 
as to move merely to strike out the words ‘‘ and quantity.”’ 

Mr. CAMDEN. I accept the suggestion of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee. My object is to get at the same result aimed at by the Senator 
from Tennessee, and I think that his suggestion completely covers it. 

In this connection I will say, however, in answer to the Senator from 
Rhode Island, that ‘‘ quality ’’ can not be construed to embrace the defi- 
nition he gives to it. The word ‘quality ’’ here would mean ‘‘the 
like kind and character.’’ It does not refer to the degree of fineness or 
the difference between the quality of the goods, but it refers to the same 
classification of That is the idea of my amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The word ‘‘class’’ is already in the amendment. 

Mr. CAMDEN. But ‘‘class’’ is not classification. Classification 
rates are divided into first, second, third, and fourth class rates. The 
quality is the classification of the rate; but the word ‘‘ class ’’ embraces 
the whole thiag, and I accept the suggestion of the Senator from Ten- 


nessee. 

Mr. PLATT. The necessity of some amendment of this kind, I sup- 
pose, arises from the fact that there is fear that unless something of the 
nature of this amendment is put into this section it will prevent a rail- 
road from charging for a quantity of goods any more than for a 
large quantity of goods under the short-haul provision. For instance, 
if there was nothing of the kind suggested by the amendment in the 
bill, it is supposed by some Senators that a railroad company would 
have no right to charge any greater amount for one horse when shipped 
alone than was charged for one horse when shipped by the car-load a 
greater distance. I think it would be wrong to bind a railroad com- 
pany to any such rule as that. It would not be right to allow a person 
who wanted to ship 10 bushels of grain for 900 miles to say, ‘‘I must 
have the same rate on those 10 bushels of grain when shipped alone that 
a large shipper has for 950 miles when the grain is shipped by the car- 
load or by many car-loads.”’ 

If the section is to that construction, there ought to be some 
amendment here to relieve it from that construction, for Senators will 
see that that would not be or just. It would not be right or just 
for the Senator from West V to go to the depot at Parkersburg 
with a single horse and say, ‘‘ I must have the same rate, or at least no 
higher rate, for this horse which is to occupy an entire car than for a 
ee when shipped in a car-load of horses from Chicago to New 


If the section is open to that construction, it should have something 
in the nature of this amendment; but the difficulty, I apprehend, is in 


the language . It is the language of the Massachusetts stat- 
ute, but Mr. the chairman of the Massachusetts railroad com- 
mission, says that “‘class’’ is an’unfortunate word in that statute. 


“Class”? is used certainly at times with a technical significance, mean- 
ing ‘‘classification.”’ The railroad commissioners of Massachusetts 
have however, that ‘‘class’’ in the statute means ‘‘kind,’’ but 
they thatitisopen to misconstruction. ‘‘ Kind’’ isa very much 
better word than ‘‘class,’”’ in my judgment. Let me read from the tes- 
timony of Mr. Russell, chairman of the railroad commission of Massa- 


The law appliesto freight of the same kind. 


Mr. CAMDEN. Will the Senator from Connecticut allow me to in- 
terrupt him a moment? 
Mr. PLATT. Yes, sir. 


Mr. CAMDEN. If the Senator prefers the word ‘‘kind’’ I have no 


he wants to ooo : 
0 ”? that the technical railroad word 
is “ classification.’ We all know that all railroads divide their freight 
into from one to five different classifications. 

Mr. - That is just what I want to avoid. 











to the Senator from Connecticut if 
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Mr. MILLER. You can not run any railroad without classification. 

Mr. PLATT. The classification throughout the country is not uni- 
form. That is one of the difficulties of the railroad problem. The 
classification west of the Mississippi River is entirely different from the 
classification east of the Mississippi River; and if this word “class ’’ or 
“‘ classification ’’ is in here and the word “‘class’’ means “ classifica- 
tion,’’ then you immediately get into trouble with freight which crosses 
the Mississippi River either east or west, because the classification is 
entirely different. 

Mr. MILLER. The Senator will permit me fora moment. There 
is not any possible doubt that this word ‘‘class’’ as used in the Massa- 
chusetts law means precisely ‘‘ classification’? as used by all railroads 
throughout the country. Furthermore this bill provides that the rail- 
roads are to report to the commissioners their rates and their classifica- 
tions, and those rates and classifications of course will come under the 
cognizance of the commission, and through the operations of the com- 
mission the classifications of the different railroads of the country, or 
the through lines at least, will be made the same. That is one of the 
principal objects tobe arrived at by having a commission, that the rail- 
roads on the long trunk lines shall be brought to have the same classi- 
fication of goods. That is one of the objects to be arrived at by the 
passage of this bill. 

Mr. PLATT. Idonot think so. I want toanswer the Senator from 
New York when he says that the word ‘‘class’’ in the Massachusetts 
statute is interpreted to mean ‘‘classification.’’ Iwas reading from 
what Commissioner Russell said: 


The law applies to freight of the same kind. The word used in our statute is 
“class,”’ but that word is amistake. ‘‘ Class” is a word used technically in rail- 
road phraseology which does not mean ‘‘ kind,’’ but means a great deal more 
than that. In order to come under the short-haul law the goods must be of the 
same kind. 





So that the Massachusetts commission interpreted the word ‘‘ class’’ 
there not to mean class in its technical sense, in the sense of ‘‘ classifi- 
cation,’’ but to mean ‘‘ kind,’’ and I think it is easy to show that there 
should be a discrimination oftentimes between goods of the same class 
or classification. All the articles of the country are put into four or 
five classifications. In those classifications a great number of different 
articles are included in a single classification, and articles which ought 
not, I think, to be the subject of this short-haul law. 

I do not know that I am correct, but for illustration I will suppose 
that feathers and cotton goods are in the same classification. I do not 
know whether they are or not, but it simply illustrates the point that 
Iam making. If they were there should bea distinction; and whether 
that be true or not, goods which go into a single classification are so 
diverse in their nature and so diverse in their character that a short- 
haul law ought not to apply to classifications, in my judgment. As 
I said before, there is nothing in this bill, I think, which makes it im- 
perative upon the railroads to have the same classification in al! parts 
of the country. Now they have different classifications not only as 
between east and west of the Mississippi River, but as between other 
sections of the country. 

I want to say one thing more. The Senator from Rhode Island [ Mr. 
ALDRICH] is a little mistaken in supposing that his language has gone 
further than the statute of Massachusetts. It is not the language of 
the short-haul law in the State of Connecticut. That language is this: 

No railroad corporation shall charge or receive for the transportation of freight 
to any station on its road a greater sum than is at the time charged or received 
for the transportation of the like kind and quantity of freight from the same 
original point of departure and under similar circumstances to a station ata 
greater distance on its road in the same direction. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I beg to call the attention of the Senator from Con- 
necticut to the language he has read. There are the very identical 
words, so far as they apply to this limitation ‘‘of the kind and quan- 
tity of freight,’’ of the Massachusetts statute and of the amendment I 
have offered. Not a word or a letter is changed. 

Mr. PLATT. The Massachusetts statute says ‘“‘class’’ instead of 
‘*kind,’? and does not embrace the words ‘‘ under similar circum- 
stances.’’ That is the distinction between the two statutes. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I shall be glad to cover that. 

Mr. PLATT. Perhaps because it is the law of the State of Connect- 
icut I am partial to it, but it seems to me those words ‘‘ under simi- 
lar circumstances’’ are good words to be used in ashort-haul law.. I do 
not suggest anything with relation to this amendment; I merely wanted 
to make these explanations. 

Mr. ALDRICH. When my attention was first drawn to this clause 
of the fourth section I supposed that these words had been left out of 
the bill, as the committee followed the language of the various State 
statutes almost entirely, by inadvertence or by an oversight; and when 
I called the attention of the various members of the committee to it 
they said that the words ought to be inserted. Without these words 
a railroad company would have been obliged to carry a ton of artificial 
flowers from Philadelphia to New York or vice versa for the same rate, 
or not a greater rate than they would carry a ton of coal from, say, 
some point on the Pennsylvania Railroad west of Philadelphia to New 
York. There was absolutely no discrimination or distinction between 
any class or kind of freight or any quality of freight. They would have 
been obliged to carry a half ton of coal for the same rate they carry 
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50,000 tons. I take it for granted that there is no member of the Sen- 
ate who believes that a law of that kind would be reasonable or could 
be enforced. It would make a farce of the bill. I do not suppose it 
was intended to do that; but it certainly would do that. 

Railroad companies are obliged, as the Senator from New York has 
well said—and this bill makes it imperative that they shall do so—to 
divide the various kinds of property they transport into classes. I use 
the language of the Massachusetts law because it has stood the test of 
the courts and it is a broader and a better word in my opinion than 
the word ‘‘kind,’’ Theword ‘‘class’’ means classification of course, 
and it means the classification which the railroad companies put upon 
their freight. I do not know what the word ‘‘kind’’ does mean. I 
have no special objection to the use of the word ‘‘kind;’’ but I believe 
it is a narrower word and would practically restrict the operations of 
this fourth section. With my manner of thinking I am perfectly will- 
ing that every limitation possible shall be put upon it. 

Mr. GORMAN. I ask the Senator from Rhode Island to allow me 
to interrupt him a moment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. GORMAN, I think the Senator is correct to a certain extent. 
I agree with him that the word ‘‘class’’ would be construed the same 
as ‘‘kind;’’ coal is a class, grain isa class; and “‘ quantity ’’ would un- 
questionably include a car-load. Thatis one of the great troubles of 
the railroad problem to-day; 10,000 tons of grain or 10,000 tons of coal 
are charged at aless rate than 500 tons. Whatthe Senator from Rhode 
Island desires is that there shall be some equality. I suggest to the 
Senator that he strike out the words “‘and quantity’’ and insert the 
word ‘‘car-load,’’ making the car-load the unit. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I would suggest tothe Senator from Maryland that 
that would be very unjust toa large class of shippers who never under 
any circumstances ship a car-load of freight. It would be extremely 
unjust to the poor people of the country and to the small dealers of the 
country. There are certainly a very large number of people in this 
country who never in the course of their lives or their business expe- 
rience would ship a car-load of freight at any one time, and to say that 
they shall not have the benefit of this bill is, it seems to me, to put 
into the bill a discrimination against a large class of people "and in 
favor of a very small class. We are thereby establishing a monopoly, 
which I understand the Senator from Maryland is anxious to avoid. 

Mr.GORMAN. Will theSenator permit me to interrupt him again? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. GORMAN. It is unquestionably admitted on all sides that it 
costs a railroad company equally as much to 5 tons in a car 
as it does 20 tons. It isagreat hardship on the common carrier to com- 
pel him to carry at the same rate per ton’5 tons as he does an entire car- 
load. The car-load is recognized by all the railroads and by all trans- 
porters to be the unit; and if we can make the rate per car-load for all 
shippers it will be satisfactory. 

Mr. ALDRICH. What the Senator states in regard to a car-load be- 
ing the unit is undoubtedly true with the trunk lines and in the heavy 
transactions of the West, but upon local roads in the East doing an in- 
terstate commerce business the car-load as a unit is an exception; very 
little freight is ever transported at the car-load rate. It is always so 
much by the pound or the ton, or some classification of that 

Now, in regard to the of this provision, I have already 
stated that the bill without it is an absurdity, and the Legislatures of 
the various States have recognized that in their The Mas- 
sachusetts law provides that carriers shall not charge or receive more 
‘‘ for the transportation of the like class and quantity of freight,’’ us- 
ing exactly the same words as I have used here. Senator from 
Connecticut has read the lan of the statute of his State, wie e 
practically in the same terms. The statute of South Carolina provides 
that no greater charge shall be made for the transportation of goods of 
the same class and in like quantity. The statute of the State of Ver- 
mont provides for the transportation of the like class and TT of 
freight, using the same identical words. Cree. Ohio, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, Minnesota, Kansas, Iowa, Texas, Wisconsin, Missouri, and 
Colorado all have statutes in which these or similar words of like im- 
port are contained, and New York has the same provision by regulation | the 
of her commission. 

It is this universality of legislation, this recognition on the part of the 
Legislatures of all the States who have undertaken to legislate by acom- 
mission on this question of the correctness and necessity of this princi- 
ple, which led me to offer the amendment. If the Senate want to make 
this bill absolutely inoperative they will leave the section as it is, pro- 
viding that railroad companies shall charge the same rate for 1 
as for 10,000, and for carrying feathers as they do for carrying pig-iron 
or coal. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Mr. President, the Senator from Rhode Island re- 
ferred to the statute of Massachusetts. Will the Senator state what 
construction has been given to that expression in other States? 

Mr. ALDRICH. In the case of Pittsfield vs, The Boston and Alban 
Railroad Coney eee ee but if the Senator will 
send to the Law Library I presume [ome 
I understand, boon ts ines oeaaele aaa 
which the wie 
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not precisely the same, but a similar quantity. For instance, if one 
man was shipping 4 pounds of freight and another 5, that would he 
a like quantity; but if one man was shipping 50 pounds and another %) 
tons, that would not bea like quantity. If we propose to equalize 
rates, as this section does propose, for carrying merchandise, the pro)- 
osition must be applied to merchandise of similar quantity, of a similar 
class, and under similar circumstances, or else the bill will certainly 
be inoperative. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I think we are all aiming to get at about the same 
thing. All that I desire in changing this amendment is to make it ap- 
ply to like carriage. The Senator suggested an amendment a while ago 
that he was willing to accept, which I think was ‘‘of the like kind.’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have no objection to using the word “‘ kind” 
instead of ‘‘ class.’’ 

Mr. HARRIS, Allow me to suggest to the Senator from Rhode Is]- 
and that I think he misconstrues the bill as it would stand if this 
amendment was agreed to. The railroad companies in fixing their tariff 
of rates will fix one rate for packages and a different rate for car-loads. 
All I desire is that the rule prescribed by the fourth section shall ap- 
ply to the packages, to the car-loads, and to every shipment. The 
company having fixed its rates, the rates for packages is one thing. 
Very different rates may be fixed for shipments by the car-load, and by 
the greater or smaller number of car-loads; but when these rates are 
fixed, let the rule prescribed by the fourth section apply—that is, that 
no greater sum shall be charged in the aggregate for the short than the 
long haul over the same road and in the same direction. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I would be perfectly willing, sc far as I am con- 
cerned inyself, to modify this amendment so that it should apply to the 
like kind of property under similar circumstances, leaving the word 

‘quantity ’’ out entirely. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I think that covers the idea I want to get at, that 
it shall not be limited toa specific quantity. Will the Senator put 
the amendment in the form just suggested ? 

Mr. MILLER. If the Senator from West Virginia is going to con- 
sent to that sort of an amendment, he had better consent to take out 
the fourth section at once and be done with it, because when you un- 
dertake to say it shall only operate under absolutely like circumsiances, 
those never in the shipment of any two articles. 

Mr. PALM I would ask the Senator from Rhode Island who is 
to decide what are similar circumstances? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The same tribunal that will decide on a violation 
of the section in any case, the commission in the beginning and the 
courts afterward. ‘The Senator from Michigan knows as well as I who 
decides on all violations of the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. PALMER. It gives a tremendous latitude to whoever has the 
determination. 

Mr. ALDRICH. You propose in this very first section to give the 
commission a chance to fix it entirely. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I would to the Senator from Rhode Island 
to adopt this amendment “‘ of the like class and kind of property.’’ 

Mr. ALLISON. That will not do. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Leave out “class,’’ then, and say “‘like kind of 

ro} 2? 
. Mr. ALDRICH. The amendment I suggested, which I understood 
was agreeable to the Senator from West Virginia, was ‘‘ of the like quan- 
tity of under similar circumstances.’’ 

Mr. AMDEN. No; I do not want “quantity ’’ in. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Well, ‘‘ the like kind of property under similar cir- 
cumstances. ’’ 


Mr. HARRIS. I suggest to the Senator from Rhode Island that | 
think his object will be better accom by moving tostrike out the 
fourth section altogether, because if either of the amendments he has 
suggested remains in the fourth section it makes the fourth section in- 
operative and utterly prevents it having any effect whatever. His o)- 
ject will be very much better accomplished by moving t® strike it out. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I will move tostrike out the words *‘ class and quan- 
tity ’’ and insert “‘kind;’’ so as to read: 

or of the like kind of rty subject to 
eine end passengers, property subj 

Mr. INGALLS. Le us hear that read from the desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Theamendment proposed will be read. 

The Carer CLERK. In section 4, line 4, it is ae to strike out 
the words ‘‘class and quantity’’ and insert in lieu thereof the word 
‘*kind;’’ so as to read: 

That it shall booenewen. for any common carrier to charge or receive an) 

aggregate for the 


transportation of ngers or of 
the isions of this act, for a sh than 
th like ind of property pleco the provisions ofthat, fora shor 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on this amendmet 
éa Macenieeahiiees ein inde Deven el tan Whate. 
Mr. CAMDEN called for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 


Mr. ALLISON. Under the reyes as by the Senator 
from West Virginia a ee per hundred pounds 
‘“iaknue Sona foracar-load. That, I think, 


Mr. HARRIS. A TS from Iowa that no such 
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construction is possible. The railroad companies under this bill have 
the right to fix their own tarifis on freight; they will fix one tariff for 
packages, one tariff for the car-load, and perhaps a totally different 
tariff for a larger than a smaller number of car-loads. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now let me ask the ne from pero s— 
tion. This proposes to regulate the rate ai ing to the kind of prop- 
erty. I aie Senator trom Tennessee if a keg of nails and 500 kegs 
of nails are not rty of the same kind? 

Mr. HARRIS. Absolutely so; and I will ask the Senator from Iowa 
that where the common carrier has the right to fix his rate for carry- 
ing 1 keg of nails and a different rate for carrying 500 kegs of nails, 
if such construction as he puts upon the bill is possible? 

Mr. ALLISON. That is trae if the carrier would have that right 
under this section; but the amendment of the Senator from West Vir- 
ginia is to ude that right as applied to the carrier. 

Mr. HARRIS. I beg to assure the Senator that the only effect of 
this section is to declare that no larger sum in the aggregate shall be 

. It does not fix rates at all, but it does declare that no larger 
sum shall be charged by the carrier for the shorterthan the longer haul 
over the same line in the same direction. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, this section appears to me to be 
getting up into the region of metaphysics. The atmosphere is very rare- 
fied in its neighborhood. It is rapidly reaching a point where nobody 
will pretend to understand what it means and what its effect will be, 
and Tesstane to say that it will be very difficult for anybody to give 
an intelligent and comprehensive statement of its effects as it now 


stands. 
The Senator from Tennessee last upon the floor [Mr. HARRIS] said 
that this section proposed to legislate with regard to rates of freight. 
Mr. HARRIS. On thecontrary, I said it did not propose to fix rates 
at all. 
Mr. INGALLS. But it does fix rates nevertheless, and I should like 
the Senator from Illinois [Mr. CuLLoM] to explain in connection with 
the amendments that have been offered by the Senator from Rhode 
Island and the Senator from West Virginia, and agreed to, what the 
words ‘‘in the aggregate’’ now mean as they stand in this section: 
Sec. 4.*That it shall be unlawful for any common carrier to cha or receive 
any greater compensation in the aggregate for the transportation of passengers 
or 


of the like class and poses | of property subject to the provisions of this act 
for ashorter than fora longer distance over the same line, in the same direction. 


What is “ compensation in the aggregate’’ for hauling a pas- 

overa given line of road? Will not the Senator who is in charge 

of this bill be good enough to explain now what the words ‘‘in the 

aggregate’? mean when relating to the compensation for hauling a pas- 
senger over a line of railroad? 

Mr. CULLOM. As the Senator appeals to me to explain what the 
provisions of the fourth section mean as it now stands, I can only say 
to him that Iam notresponsible for the present condition of the section. 
I voted.against the amendment of the Senator from West Virginia [ Mr. 
CAMDEN ], and I think that that amendment and the words inserted on 


oon into the region that the Senator describes, 
where nobody will to understand it. 

The words “‘in the ” in the section, as it was reported by 
the commi' meant what they say, that there shonid not be 


ttee, 
a greater charge for a shorter distance than for a longer one for carrying 


ven quantity over the same line in the same direction. 
r.INGALLS. How dothe words ‘‘in the ’’ change that? 


Pe 


Suppose this section read this way: ‘‘That it shall be unlawful for any 
common carrier to or receive any greater compensation for the 


charge 
transportation of passengers or of the like class and quantity of property 
subject to the provisions,’’ &c. How do the words ‘‘in the aggregate ’’ 
change the meaning of the section from what its significance would be 
they were omitted ? 

Mr. CULLOM. It is possible that they do not change it? 
Mr. INGALLS, Why are they there? 
Mr. 
Mr. 


= 


Mr. CULLOM. The words ‘‘in the aggregate’’ were inserted to pre- 
clude the idea that this section was to be considered as quieted ose. 


CULLOM. Prorating the distance, so much for the whole 
eae” in She aggreuate of the haul, instead ofeo much per mile. 
. ING How the use of the words change the meaning 
of the section as it would be without them? 


ee sarees So oaage ot receive any greater 
Mr. CULLOM. In the conduct of the examination of witnesses by 
the committee during the vacation it was found on asking questions 
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It appeared that the only way we could get them to understand what 
we wanted to know was by using the word ‘“‘aggregate,’’ asking 
whether they should be allowed to charge more in the aggregate for a 


thousand miles, for instance, than for 100 or for 500 miles. Hence we 


putin the words “in the aggregate’’ in order that therecould be no ques- 
tion as to what the meaning was; and I do not think there is any ques- 
tion. 

Mr. SEWELL. The term isaproper one. The word ‘‘aggregate’’ 
means the summing up of so much a mile. It is customary to give 
either a mileage rate or an aggregate rate to cover the whole. Takea 
class of freight from New York to Chicago, say a thousand miles. You 


give a rate of so much a mile, or you give an aggregate rate of say 25 


cents a ton, or whatever it may be. That is the distinction between 
a mileage rate and an aggregate rate. 

Mr. INGALLS. That isa little mystical, Mr. President, not to a 
practical railroad man, as the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] 
suggests; and the great difficulty that is apparent and obvious every 
moment is that we are dealing with this subject, which is a practical 


subject, and that we are not practical railroad men, and therefore we 


do not understand it, we do not comprehend it. 

Mr.CULLOM. Does the Senator think that we ought not to under- 
take to do anything with it? 

Mr. INGALLS. I think that if we intend to deal with certain evils 
and propose to place this subject under the control of a commission to 


deal with them we should not limit or impose restrictions upon their 


power, but leave it with them to determine in the light of circum- 
stances as they arise. I am entirely willing to say in general terms 
whatshall be the duties of this commission; but the more we deal with 
the subject mentioned in this fourth section the more inextricably we 


are befogged, the more apparent it is that nobody understands or can 
comprehend the result of the various provisions that have been up to 


this time introduced in that section. ' 
Not being a practical man, it would occur to me thut the words ‘‘com- 


pensation in the aggregate’’ might refer to the entire amount of com- 


pensation that any one man would pay for shipping a certain quantity 


of freight, so as to be immensely to the advantage of a man who was 
engaged in making large shipments over a line of railroad. 


Mr. CULLOM. If the Senator has a specific amount of goods to be 


shipped from his town to New York, the aggregate would mean exactly 
the whole amount he has to pay between his town and New York; and 
if he ships it half way from his town to New York, the aggregate of 
what he would have to pay there would be the whole amount that he 


would pay. 

Mr. INGALLS. It would be exactly the same if those words were 
left out of the bill, would it not? 

Mr. CULLOM. It might, as I said a while ago. 

Mr. INGALLS. Thatis to say, thecarrier shall notcharge or receive 
any greater compensation for the transportation. That is the plain 
English; but when you have putin these words ‘“‘in the aggregate’’ 
you have put in there something which has a significance that I do not 
comprehend but that I very shrewdly suspect means something. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the Senator—— 

Mr. INGALLS. I very shrewdly suspect that means something, 
because what we want to accomplish avould be just as absolutely effect- 
uated if those words were left out; and therefore when they are put 
in by some interpolation that I do not understand I very shrewdly 
suspect that they were put in there for a purpose. 

Mr. CULLOM. They were put in there for no sinister object. 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not impute anything to the Senator from Illi- 
nois. 

Mr. CULLOM. I know that; but the Senator makes remarks as 
though there was some scheme about this that was covered up. 

Mr. INGALLS. I suspect that the practical railroad men, who have 
been pretty tolerably planted around this committee for the last eight 
or ten months, whose testimony has been taken and who know exactly 
what they want to accomplish, have succeeded by some means or other 
in getting into this bill here those little words ‘in the aggregate’’ for 
a@ purpose. I suspect that. I cast no imputation upon the candor, the 
sincerity, the intelligence, or the good faith of the committee. 

Mr. HARRIS. I want to say to the Senator from Kansas that the 
committee intended those words to mean something. 

Mr. INGALLS. What do they mean? 

Mr. HARRIS. They were intended to mean this, no more and no 
less—— 

Mr. INGALLS. Would the section not mean exactly the same if 
they were left out? 

Mr. HARRIS. It would not, according to the opinion of the present 
exponent of the bill. Those words were intended to mean this, that 
this bill shall not be construed by any tribunal to mean that the rail- 
road company should be compelled to charge the same rate or as low a 
rate per mile for the short as it charges for the longer haul. 

Mr. INGALLS. Oh, no, not that. 

Mr. HARRIS. That is exactly it. 

Mr. INGALLS. No, because that was put in by the amendment of 
the Senator from Iowa [Mr. W1ILson] afterwards. 

Mr. HARRIS. I say they were intended to exclude the construction 
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that the companies should charge the same rate per mile for the short 
as for the long haul. 

Mr. INGALLS. They are allowed to charge the same rate by the 
bill. That was put in by the Senator from Iowa afterwards, that they 
should not charge as much. 

Mr. HARRIS. That is an amendment upon which I have asked a 
separate vote; but I am speaking of the text of the bill, and thé idea 
that I have of it is that when you offer to ship freights from Washing- 
ton to New York, suppose the railroad company charges 50 cents a ton 
from Washington to New York. Under the provisions of this bill the 
company shall not charge a greater sum than 50 cents a ton from Wash- 
ington to Baltimcre or from Washington to Philadelphia, or to any other 
intermediate point, than it charges to New York—the terminal point. 

Mr. INGALLS. Not a greater sum, a greater compensation. 

Mr. HARRIS. Theyshall not charge more than 50 cents per ton from 
here to Philadelphia; they shall not charge more than 50 cents per ton 
from here to Baltimore; but under the provisions of this bill before the 
amendment of the Senator from Iowa was incorporated the company 
could charge as much in the aggregate; not the same price per mile, not 
prorating by the mile, but the aggregate sum of compensation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What the committee then means, if I understand 
the Senator from Tennessee, by the words ‘‘ in the aggregate,’’ is that 
that language means exactly the same as if it read, *‘ shall not charge 
or receive any greater total compensation.’ 

Mr. HARRIS. That is what I understand it to mean, including ter- 
minal charge. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It would be very easy to make that reasonably 
clear by striking out *‘ in the aggregate ’’ and inserting ‘‘ total ’’ before 
**compensation.’’ 

Mr. INGALLS. Does ‘‘ compensation’’ mean total compensation or 
partial compensation? Suppose the sentence stands exactly as it does 
now, when we say compensation, do we mean compensation or do we 
mean partial compensation? Why is it necessary to put in the word 
‘*total’’ before ‘‘ compensation ’’ when you have said ‘‘ compensation ?’’ 
Can you make ‘‘ compensation ’’ mean less than total? ‘That is gild- 
ing refined gold; that is throwing perfume on the violet; and I still 
remain in the most profound and Cimmerian darkness even after the 
lacid explanation of the Senator from Tennessee as to the meaning of 
the words ‘‘in the aggregate ’’ in this section, and I have sought care- 
fully and with tears for information-on that subject. I appeal again 
to the eminent chairman of this committee, to his lieutenant and co- 
adjutor, the Senator from Tennessee, to advise me, even still after what 
he has said, how this bill means anything less or how it means any- 
thing more than it would if those words were omitted, how greater com- 
pensation in the aggregate means any more than greater compensation. 
And if the Senator from Illinois and the Senator from Tennessee can 
not give us the information, I shall still feel called upon to suspect that 
in the mind of practical railroad men, to whose subtle analysis this is 
in the last event to be submitted, we shall find that there is a very con- 
siderable feline animal under the pulverized corn. 

We seem also to have become inextricably entangled through the 
efforts of the Senator from West Virginia to assure what he intends io 
acconiplish by bis modification of the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Rhode Island. He wants to strike out the word “ quantity.”’ 
Now that is exactly the word that ought to be in thereif you are going 
to keep in “‘in the te.”’ What has “‘in the e”’ to do 
except with quantity? What has “‘in theaggregate”’ todo with qual- 
ity, whether it is a silk-worm, or coal, or salt in barrels, or tea from the 
Orient? Itseems to me that “quantity” is exactly the word you want 
to retain if you retain the words ‘‘in the ite,’’ because they can 
_ ee to ee but quantity. It is not “quality; and so far 

ncerned, that is obviously the weed to retain there, be- 
comes tb wend * “kind” ‘means “class” in the language of what we are 
told is the vernacular of practical railroad men. 

I should venture to hope, therefore, that the Senate would feel called 
upon to retain the words that have been. proposed by the Senator from 
Rhode Island as an amendment to this bill, and that if we dre dealing 
with ‘‘compensation in the aggregatz’’ we ‘should allow that to soely 


rather to the quantity of material thatis to be transported than to the 
quality. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, to return to the ing amend- 
ment, if the interpretation sought to be put upon this the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee, who is a me wher of tieenaiattens I suppose 


speaks by authority, as to its effect, it is obviously and monstrously 
defective. Ay vane pitn tay tier votre: ona ~ 
under this can not only fix upon <iasses, but they can fix upon dif- 
ferent rates of freight for carrying different ager yg of 
as I understood him, without the oe, the commission and 
without going outside of the law. let us see 
oe Railroad or the Erie road fixes 

Suppose the Pennsylvania or compensa- 
tion for transporting oil in barrels from Cleveland or Pittsburgh to New 
York at a certain rate fo man eee arene eee ae 
rate if a man ships 200,000 barrels a month, and in one case fix it 
at one-fourth or one-tenth of what 
allow a monopoly like the Standard 


what the effect of 


| Company, tolkore one rate of true. 


freight, 10 cents a barrel perhaps, while all other shippers by the very 


terms of the classification which may be fixed under the provisions o/ 


this bill, according to the Senator from Tennessee, are excluded from 
shipping their oil at all. Itwas that class of discrimination which this 
bill was intended to obviate, if it had any purpose or intention at al). 
I was surprised to hear the Senator from Illinois say that if my amend- 
ment was out the bill would be better than it is now. Leave that 
amendment out, and what does the bill say in plain English? I wil! 
read from the fourth section: 

That it shall be unlawful for any common carrier to charge or receive any 
greater compensation in the aggregate for the transportation of passengers o; 
property, &c. 

How much property and what kind of property I should like to know’ 
Have you got to charge the same for shipping a jackknife that you woul 
for a ton of coal or 10,000 tons of coal? It says the carriers shall not 
receive a greater compensation for the transportation of property a 
shorter than a longer distance. I should like to know how it is possi- 
ble to say how much property or of what kind, and it is absolutely 
necessary, to make the bill intelligible, that it shall be of like class 
and quantity of property transported under similar circumstances and 
in similar quantities. 

Mr. CULLOM. Mr. President, gentlemen have become very tech- 
nical recently. The bill as reported by the committee, it seems to me, 
is subject to but one construction, and when the Senator from Rhode 
Island says that it becomes monstrous when the provision is recited 
that more shall not be charged in the aggregate for the transportation 
of passengers or property —— 

Mr. ALDRICH. I used the word ‘‘ monstrous’’ in connection with 
the assertion made by the Senator from Tennessee as to the provision 
allowing different rates to be fixed for carrying different quantities. 

Mr. CULLOM. I thought the Senator yaad a nouncing the provis- 
ion monstrous, The truth about it is that the language of that section 
of the bill as reported is perfectly plain. And when the Senator from 
Kansas and the Senator from Rhode Island undertake to mystify the 
language of the bill, they are simply doing it because they do not be- 
lieve in the bill so far as that section is concerned 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator answer a question ? 

Mr. CULLOM. I will. 

Mr. ALDRICH. How much property, or what kind of property is 
meant? 

Mr. CULLOM. ° It is perfectly absurd for the Senator to stand here 
and say because the exact amount is not designated, therefore a rail roa 
company would have the right to charge as much for shipping a jack- 
knife as one hundred car-loads of grain. It simply means if I ship a 
given quantity of grain or any kind of property over a given line of road, 
say a thousand miles, and another given quantity for 500 miles, the rail- 
road company shall not be allowed to charge any more for shipping t!ic 
500 miles that given quantity of property than the thousand miles. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Referringto a similar kind of freight and to a sin- 
ilar quantity, I want an ex ion of the Senator’s own statement. 
Does he refer to a similar kind of freight or a similar quantity ? 

Mr. CULLOM. The railroad companies are allowed to make thei: 
own classifications as far as this bill is concerned. The bill does not 
undertake to say that they shall charge as much or less for shipping a 
car-load or any other given quantity of =. We do not undertake to 
regulate the question of amount at all, but we leave the subject in the 
hands of the commission, so that ifa man is charged as much for shippi 
a jackknife as he does for shipping a car-load of grain it is extortion, an nl 
it is for the commission to see what is being done and to prosecute th 
railroad company, if it is proper to do so in such a case. The bil! docs 
not interfere with that. 

The bill simply provides, so far as this section is concerned, in tle 
first portion of it, that you shall be governed by the provisions of the 
law, and you shall not charge more for the short than you do for th 
long distance. As to the quantity, there is nothing said about 't 10 
the section, and there is not any necessity for an being said about 
it to make any court or anybody else understand what the provision 
means. 

When the Senator from Kansas intimates that there has been some 
sort of following of this committee by railroad men and the procunns 
of the insertion of words in this bill that will protect the railroads 10 
some way or other in the framing of the provisions of the section, | u»- 
dertake to say that any insinuation of sort is utterly groundless. 
because those words were inserted in the section as a matter of ft 00 
the of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Harris], who ws 
simpl to get the section in such shape as that it could be co" 
strued to mean what it says in contradistinction of the idea that the’ 
should not be allowed to charge so much per mile. In other words 


that it should not bea provision, but it should be in the 9% 
as to the whole ; 
. KENNA. Will the Senator allow me to make a suggest.’ 


Mr. CULLOM. Certainly. 

Mr. KENNA. I understand the seetion to be intended to deal (> 
gross amounts and not with rates. 

Mr, ALLISON. If the fourth section was out that would be 0.0! 
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Mr. CULLOM. That is the effect of the fourth section. _ 

Mr. ALLISON. I donot know that I can contribute anything to the 
debate on this subject, but after carefully looking at the second section 
of this bill it seems to me that the true amendment to |e inserted in 
lines 3 and 4 of section 4 would be to put in a substantial reference to 
the second section of the bill. The second section of the bill provides: 


That if any common carrier subject to the provisions of this act shall, directly 
or indirectly, by any rate, rebate, drawback, or other device, charge, de- 
mand, collect, or receive from any person or persons & greater or less com pensa- 
rendered, or to be rendered, in the transportation of passen- 

ns of the act, than it charges, demands, 

© person or persons for one for him or them 

a like and con service in the transportation of a like kind of traffic 

y similar circumstances and conditions, such common carrier 

be deemed oy of unjust discrimination, which is hereby prohibited and 
declared to be un 


It seems to me plain that the second section does recognize the right 
of the railway company to charge different rates for the same class of 
, if you please, where the conditions and circumstances are dis- 

ee that I think a railway can make a classification of so much 


per car, so much per parcel, or can make a classification which shall in- 


clude pig-iron crude oil, and another classification which shall in- 
elude by pene and refined oil, and so on; and under those classi- 
fications, if the conditions are similar and the circumstances alike, they 


may make the same rate. If they are not alike, they can make differ- 
ent rates. 

So it seems to me it would be better to insert here ‘‘ that it shali be 
unlawful for any common carrier to charge or receive any greater com- 
pensation in the aggregate for the transportation of passengers or prop- 
erty, as by the second section of this act,’’ which clearly in- 
dicates the conditions and circumstances, &c., which will regulate the 
different classes. Would not that cover the suggestion of the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Rhode Island? Unless some such provision 
is already understood to be in this bill, I am entirely in favor of the 
insertion of it in the fourth section, as the Senator from Rhode Island 
has proposed, and if anything is to be inserted the language that is 
there now is the precise language that ought to be inserted, and no 
other. 

Mr. PLATT. Ofcourse I do not suppose that any member of this 
committee can compete with the Senator from Kansas in the critical ex- 
amination of the language of this bill, but I want to assure the Senator 
from without any feeling in reference to the charges or insin- 
uations Ww he has made with to the object of this word ‘‘ag- 
gregate” in the bill, that he is entirely mistaken’so far as the commit- 
tee is concerned, though I understand he does not impute anything to 
the committee. 

Mr. INGALLS. I made not the slightest imputation by the re- 
motest inference on any member of the committee. 

Mr. PLATT. Isounderstood the Senator, and I have no feelingabout 
it. Thecommittee put that word in there as I understand—it was not 
a favorite word of mine; I think it was rather a favorite word of the 
Senator from Ternessee—so that there should be no opportunity for a 
railroad company or @ railroad to evade this provision as to 
not charging more for a short than for a long haul; and I will illustrate 
what it was for. If that word was notin there, what might a railroad 
officer do under a given set of circumstances? For instance, we will 
say it is 90 miles from New York to Philadelphia. That is the long 
. We willsay itis80 miles from New York to Germantown. That 

is the short haul. A railroad officer in New York might give a rate to 
of half a cent per mile, which would be 45 cents per ton, 
and $1.50 to Philadelphia. A man comes and 
says: ‘I want to ship —— to Germantown,” which we will say 


4 least for the counselors if for nobody else. 
discussion, to which I have listened with a great deal of interest 
has satisfied me that the amendment made by the 

line should not be there. The true object of 
unjust discrimination of the over- 
a the short haul. That is the whole object; and it seems to 
me if that is the object of the section, the purpose is sufficiently 
and explicitly answered as the original language of the bill was with 
the exception of the amendment which was made in lines 6 and 7: 


That it shall be unlawful for any common carrier to charge or receive any 
greater compensation in the aggregate for the transportation of passengers or 


z 
5 


property, 

Leaving the classification of property and all the details of it to the 
discretion of the railroad companies. Whenever we have said that 
there shall be no more charged for the short haul of passengers oF prop- 


erty than for the long haul, we have answere1 what is intended by the 
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section, no matter what kind of property may be affected. The lan- 
guage now of the amendment, “‘ of the like class and quantity of prop- 
erty,’’ would by implication say that there may be a kind of property 
and is a kind of property on which a carrier may rightfully charge more 
for the short haul than for the long haul. Tat can not be, because if 
the proposition is correct that the short haul shall not be charged more 
than the long one, it applies to one kind of property as well as another. 
I hope that the Senator from West Virginia will agree to thestriking out 
of the words inserted in Committee of the Whole, and will stand square 
in behalf of the fourth section without any further amendment. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. President, it would simplify the matter 
very much if it were in order at this stage of the discussion of the bill 
to move to strike out the entire fourth section and present a substitute 
for it. I rise to inquire if I should be in order at this time in doing 
that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It would not be in order at this 
time to move to strike out the whole fourth section. The amend- 


ments of the Committee of the Whole must first be acted upon. After 


they are acted on it will be in order to move to strike out the section. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. I ask that unanimous consent be given me at 


this stage—— 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I object. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Very well, then; I will wait. 

Mr. HARRIS. I suggest to the Senator from New Jersey and to the 
Chair that the Senator from New Jersey proposes to strike out the 
whole section and offer a substitute for it. His amendment may be 
offered at this time, and both the substitute he offers and the text of 
the section proposed to be stricken out will be open to amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It would not be in order now to of- 
fer to amend the fourth section of the bill further than to amend the 
amendments already proposed. At a later stage it will be in order. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I would like to state while Iam on my feet 
and in the line of discussion touching the amendments now being con- 
sidered by the Senate, that I think if there is any question which has 
come before the Senate during my service in this body which the Sen- 
ate has demonstrated its inability to cope with or meet intelligently it 
is the question now before the Senate. What I proposed to do, and 
what I shall do at some future time, is to eliminate from this discussion 
and from this bill this entire section, and leave the whole matter where 
it is proposed to leave the pooling question in the nineteenth section 
of the bill, with the commission itself, to examine and report to Con- 
gress exactly what legislation can be made and safely made. That is 
my purpose. 

The nineteenth section of the bill proposes that the commission shall 
deal with the pooling question. I shall take part of the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Spooner], for I do not 
agree with all his amendment; neither do I agree with the committee’s 
fourth section of the bill; but I shall take the last half of the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Wisconsin, which places the whole 
question of the long and short haul and of pooling entirely in the hands 
of the commission and requires it to report to Congress. That seems 
to me to be the intelligent way of dealing with it. The commission 
in other sections of the bill are required in every case to see that the 
rates from any part or section of the country, whether for a long or 


short haul, are reasonable and just; but as to the question involved in 


the fourth section of the bill, it properly belongs to the commission for 
examination and report. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I believe the question presented to the 
Senate now is upon concurrence in the amendment adopted in Com- 
mittee of the Whole as to “the like class and quantity of property.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. An amendment is proposed to that 
amendment by the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. 

Mr. CALL. After that the question will come up on concurrence in 
this amendment. 

I quite agree with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. CuLLom] that this 
part of the original section was in proper form and is better without 
this amendment. I think, therefore, that neither the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from West Virginia nor this amendment should 
be adopted, but that the Senate should non-concur in both. 

The section is intended to reach and does reach alone the question of 
the long and short haul and the compensation forit. It is pertinent to 
nothing else; it can not affect anything else. It is perfectly clear that 
it only relates to the question of a greater compensation for a shorter 
than for a longer distance, and by no possibility, unless you interpo- 
late this language in it, can it have any kind of relation to or effect on 
any other thing. 

As to the discussion in reference to the word ‘‘ aggregate,’’ adopted 
by the committee, that is very plain. Suppose there are two compa- 
nies, common carriers in interstate transportation, using two lines of 
road. One line of road may charge twice as much as the other. This 
bill does not prohibit it. 1tsimply requires that the aggregate on both 
roads, including their terminal charges, shall bethesame. There is no 
difficulty about that; it is perfectly plain. The language adopted by 
the committee is appropriate, and you can not find a better term than 
the term “‘aggregate’’ to express that idea that two roads, each charg- 
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ing different rates, shall not to the interstate transporter charge more 
in the aggregate, in the total, including their terminal facilities. The 
language is perfectly plain. 

Mr. BROWN. Will the Senator from Florida permit me to ask him 
a question, as I am not sure that I understand him? 

Mr. CALL. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWN. Do you mean that we should disagree to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from West Virginia which was adopted some days 
since, and the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island, both, and 
leave the section as it came from the committee? 

Mr. CALL. No, sir, I mean this: In the text of section 4 you will 
see the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island in italics, ‘‘ of 
the like class and quantity of.”’ 

Mr. BROWN. ‘Then you do not propose to leave the section as it 
was reported by the committee, but you propose to take the section 
with the amendment of the Senator from West Virginis, which was 
adopted some time since, and treat that as the-section? 

Mr. CALL. That question is not now before the Senate. 

Mr. BROWN. I understand that, but I wanted to understand your 
position. 

Mr. CALL. That is my position; but the question before the Sen- 
ate now is upon amending the words which are now in the bill “of the 
like class and quantity of’ by striking out the word ‘“‘quantity’’ and 
inserting the word ‘‘ quality.’’ 

Mr. BROWN. Then, by the amendment of the Senator from West 
Virginia you mean his amendment to the amendment of the Senator 
from Rhode Island? 

Mr. CALL. Yet, sir, that is what I am speaking of. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the Senator from Florida will allow me to make 
a suggestion to him, the Senator from West Virginia is ready to ask the 
unahimous consent of the Senate to withdraw the amendment he has 
heretofore offered and tooffer this, which is satisfactory to the commit- 
tee and also to the Senator from Rhode Island who moved the amend- 
ment: 


‘ Osis kind of property under substantially similar cireumstances and con- 
it 


Adopting the language of the second section instead of the language 
adopted by the Senator from Rhode Island in his amendment. 


Mr. CALL. I have no objection to that, though I do not think that 
has anything to do with that section. 
Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Mr. President—— 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from West Virginia not 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Virginia moves 
that the amendment do lie on the table. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. No, sir, the bill, I beg pardon; and I ask 
for the yeas and nays on the motion. 

The PRESID protempore. ‘TheSenatorfrom Virgina moves that 
the bill lie on the table, and on that motion he demands the yeas and 
na 
sine yess and pays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to cal! 


Mr. PALMER (when Mr. CoNGER’s name was called). If my col- 

— [Mr. ConcERr] were here, he would vote “ nay.”’ 
roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. On this question I am paired with the Senator 
from Nebraska [Mr. MANDERSON]. If he were present, I should vote 

“nay. ”? 

Mr. HALE. I am paired with the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Breck]. [eee I should vote “‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] would vote 
““nay ’’ if he were here. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I willsay to the Senator from Maine that if my 


——_ Mr. Beck t he would vote ‘‘nay.’’ 
BALE. Thee drone I shall vote “nay.” 

Mr BLACKBURN. I will assume to vote in the face of my pair, and 
ask to record my vote “‘ nay.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. I am paired with the Senator from In- 
diana [ Mr. HARRISON], but I feel sure that if he were present he would 
vote “‘nay.’’ So I record my vote ‘‘ nay. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. My tn (Me. Maxpeneos), who is paired 
with the Senator from Kentucky [ Mr. BLACKBURN ], is only temporarily 
absent from the Chamber. He would vote ‘‘nay’’ if t. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I have already recorded my vote in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I merely desired to state the position of my col- 
h 


eague. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I have stated as much, and voted. 

Mr. VEST (after having voted in the negative)... I withdraw my vote. 
I am paired with the Senator from Kansas [Mr. Prums]. I do not 
know how he would vote, and I do not see his colleague [Mr. INGALLS | 
here to instruct me. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The vote is withdrawn. 
The result was announced—yea 1, nays 54; as follows: 


being present—— Tea. 
Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from West Virginia is right at my elbow. Riddleberger. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. TheChairbegspardon. The Senator AYS—51. 
from Virginia was recognized by the Chair. Aldrich, Dolph, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 
Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Mr. President, I do not like the way this | Allison. ee een 
bill is being managed. ee many amendments and Dlaskbure, Evarts, q 
adopted without a vote. Senator from Rhode has an r, . McPherson ; 
amendment to sake te the bill it would be well te onggest it to the pose, ae ay. Teller. 
Senate and not to the Senator from Tennessee. Call, * Gibson. Morgan, Van Wyck, 
Sir, I de not represent a terminal State as the Senator from Rhode | Camden, Gorman Morrill, W: 
Island possibly does, but I do know the difference between a terminal | Cb8°°.., ea’ — Wilson af tows 
State and terminal points of railroads. Therefore, I suggest to| Coke, ' Piatt,” Wilson 
the Senator from Tennessee that every Senator on this floor know | Colquitt, wiey, Pugh, 
exactly what is going in the bill and what is being taken out of it, I |“ Jonaset Arkanens, Sabin, 
asked that an amendment be read a while ago and I could not have it a ABSENT —21. 
done, because the Senator from Iowa and the Senator from Kansas in- . Harrison, Manderson, Stanford, 
sisted upon holding the floor and di ing the amendment. —. — Le we fe pees Sota 
Fusdestahe ay Gutta Waits aly Seen everett Conger, ' Ingalls. Pike, 
standpoint; that every Senator is trying to do something Jones of Florida, umb, 
ve his own people an ad over those somebody else Hampton, Mahena, ° 


I am mistaken in that, then I do not understand the debate. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Then you disclaim it. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I do not disclaim it, and if I excel the 
Senator from Rhode Island in making a frank statement he will excuse 
me for it. I do not mean tocast my vote for a bill that is to give Rhode 
Island an advantage over any other State unless she is entitled to it 
and unless she can assert here to-day that she labors under some dis- 
advan’ 

The bill ought never to pass Congress unless it is meant to say that 
Se ee ners all sons teeochaeeatoemantian 

country say it all at once, 
ee ee 
and let every man eee vote 
when the Senator from New Jersey suggests the amendment he does I 
know what it means, and I should be unfit to represent the who 
sent me here if I did not know it. Representing an coast 
State simply, fighting on the same line that he has been for the three 
years I have known him here, he asks that there shall be free trade for 
oo an ee pee eee eee 
and that they shall have protection there. 


Settinseaitintathirties Red Go Gite wed eetagued: i. 
Mr. CAMDEN. Mr. President—— 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. May I ask the Senator from West Virginia 


sa salalaheenamtianandbdnmememedaeeieanatnensam enrtein'y 
ee nen ane te 
one general that the Federal Government has a right tocon- 
trol the Lask pardon, but I wanted to solve the preposition. 
more gentlemen toe come and talk to me and to the 
ee ee We have now 
that question with one ee ee Fee 

eral Government has a to fix the status of the railroads and to 


control them, and that and everything else 
Mr. CAMDEN. Saccnaham cheat an and I do not 
wreed erg Py ng ondary, dy Bag My object is to 
as 


used the amendment offered !\y 
It has been to atziko ont after the word “or,” in line 3, the 


I know that it is not in order after made a speech to make | words “ of the class and quantity of property,” and to insert ‘of 
a motion which will in itself net be but there seems to be | like kind of property under substantially similar circumstances a0: 
so much in the bill that so many gentleman have an interest in that I | conditions.”’ 


now move to Jay iton the table. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from West Vir- 
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ginia withdraw his former amendment to the amendment made as in 
Committee of the Whole on the motion of the Senator from Rhode Isl- 
and ? 

Mr. CAMDEN. I desire to withdraw my former amendment, and 
te offer the amendment I have just stated, as it meets the point fully I 

ae at in ing the former amendment. 

“Tr ENT pret . Theamendment of the Senator from 
West Virginia to the a t made as in Committee of the Whole 


The PRESIDENT protempore. The words will be transposed if there 
be no objection. The Chair hears none. The next reserved amend- 
ment will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. In section 4, line 6, after the word ‘‘direction,”’ 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole agfeed to strike ont the 
words: 

And from the same original point of departure. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
reserved amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to amend the clause proposed to be stricken 
out by adding after the word ‘‘departure’’ and before the semicolon, 
in line 7 of the reprinted bill, the words ‘‘or to the same point of ar- 
rival.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. Insection 4, line 7, after the word ‘*direction,’’ 
insert the words ‘‘or to the same point of arrival;’’ so as to read: 

For a shorter than for a longer distance over the same line, in the same direc- 
tion, or to the same point of arrival. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont to the reserved amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The object of that is to have the clause retained in 
the bill and made complete. 

Mr. HARRIS. The Chief Clerk did not read the part stricken out as 
in Committee of the Whole—the amendment of the Senator from West 
Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I refer to the clause as it stands in the original 
bill. The Committee of the Whole recommends that it be stricken 
out, but it is still partof the bill; it is merely a recommendation of the 
Committee of the Whole. If my amendment be agreed to with the 
clause proposed to be stricken out it would read: 

- from the same original point of departure or to the same point of arri- 


The question is on concurring in this 
The Cuter CLERK. In section 4, line 3, after the word “‘or,’’ it is 
proposed to strike out the words ‘‘ of thelike class and quantity of prop- 
erty,”’ and insert in lieu thereof the words: 
Of like kind of property under substantially similar circumstances and con- 
ditions, E 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from West Virginia to the amendment made 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MILLER. I am very glad to see that the Senator from West Vir- 
ginia has repented of his amendment which wasadopted some days ago, 
and that he is now willing to restore section 4 to its condition as it was 
originally reported by thecommittee. Of course, while agreeing to the 
amendment which he has suggested, and I sha]l be very glad to agree 

of his other amendment, and I have no doubt 
line 6 he will vote to non-concur in it. 
I could not understand what the Senator from New 
York 5 ggg ye terrpe liked to have done so. 

. VANCE. If the object of the friends of this portion of the bill 
is to relieve the discrimination upon the individual whose 
haul, I can not see why they are not con- 
alone. The language employed in the fourth 
section, ‘‘ that it be unlawful for any common carrier to charge 
or receive any greater compensation in the aggregate for the transpor- 
tation of or subject to the provisions of this act for 
semen Eni over the same line in the same direction,’’ 
is just ses language can be made. Everybody would under- 
stand it, there could be no mistaking it by courts or railroad compa- 
nies. 


i 
1 
¢ 
c 


That makes a whole clause. [am amending the clause proposed to 
be stricken out. If my amendment should be agreed to then the bill 
would read: 

For a shorter than for a longer distance over the same line, in the same direc- 
Gan,end from the same original point of departure, or to the same peint of ar- 
rival. 

The bill as it stands only covers that evil from the point of departure, 
and therefore, while you could notship from Chicago to Pittsburgh at a 
less rate than you could from Pittsburgh to New York, for instance, 
you could ship at a less rate than you could from Pittsburgh to New 
York, because Pittsburgh is not the same original point of departure that 
Chicagois. Therefore,to complement it, and make that proposition com- 
plete, you have got to have it work both ways, so that shipping from 
Chicago to New York (I take that'asan illustration), being the original 
point of departure, the bill would forbid the Chicago shipper, the rail- 
road, to make a greater rate from Chicago to Pittsburgh, for illusira- 
tion, than from Chicago io New York. But when you come to the 
other part of the same proposition, the shipper, without my amendment, 
would still be at liberty to make a greater rate from littsburgh to New 
York than from Chicago to New York, because Pittsburgh and Chicago 


E 
‘ 
: 


in the passage of this bill, the railroad com- 
panies will drive not only a coach and six, but an engine with forty 
cars. That would be the effect of it. 

How can the i be substantially similar, if one lot of freight 

and another isshipped 1,000 miles? Whatdo you 

y that? How can the circumstances be similar when the arti- 

dissimilar, when the distance is dissimilar, and when the amount 
rendered by the carrier is dissimilar? : 

not impugn men’s motives; I am not in the habit of doing so; 

seems to me that if we are in dead earnest, if we are not trying 

deceive the people by throwing a tub to the whale, when we have 

serves our we should stop and 

not put in any language that would enable somebody to hang a doubt 

upon it, or by perverting the interpretation avoid the true intent and 


fils 
z 
i 


are not the same original points of departure. 
ne ee lam to the amendment. In order to make this thing just, it is proper to add ‘‘or to the same 
Mr. - The t offered by the Senator from West | point of arrival,’’ so that ashipper from Pittsburgh to New York could 
Virginia asin Committee of the Whole was perfectly plain | not be charged more than a shipper from Chicago to New York. As 


to my was a positive command of law. The law 

Giveckedy it tet on that point to the commission, nothing to 
the discretion of any . But the expression used now in the pro- 
sed amendment takes from the power of the law the settlement of 
Fee cian ane tremens ©. to the commission. That is the effect of 


the bill has it, he could be charged more from Chicago to Pittsburgh 
than he could from Chicago to New York, and from Pittsburgh to New 
York he could be charged any sum that the company chose to impose 
upon him. 

Mr. HARRIS. May I ask the Senator from Vermont if his amend- 
ment is agreed to and his idea is carried out in respect to this section, 
whether the railroad company could not charge one rate from Chicago 
to New York and charge a different rate from a depot 50 miles east of 
Chicago, and a higher rate to New York? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. No; that is exactly what my amendment forbids, 

take the written say whether the law has been complied | and exactly what may be done now under the bill as it stands. 
with; but when put in these words of discretion (and they are; Mr. KENNA. Notas it stands. 
words of substantially similar conditions circum-| Mr. HARRIS. Not as it stands amended. 
stances," then the courts would have to determine by their own dis-| Mr. EDMUNDS. As it stands; because the amendment agreed to 
See ee the circumstances were | as in Committee of the Whole is not yet finally agreed to, and so I say 

the same. the words are still in the bill ‘‘ from the same original point of de- 

So to my mind there is an essential difference between the amend- ure.”’ 

ment as now and that as in Committee of the Whole. Mr. KENNA. I hope the Senator willallow me a word just at that 


The PRI pro tempore. question is on agreeing to the 
Frreaced amendment to the amendment made as in Committee of the 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ey to the 
amendment as 


point. Suppose a car-load or a number of car-loads started 50 miles 
east of Chicago and stopped 5 miles west of New York, then the pro- 
vision which the Senator proposes would not affect the right to charge 
there. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It would not affect it either way; neither would 
the original proposition. 

Mr. KENNA. But as proposed to be amended by my colleague it 
would be affected in that way as in every other. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is perfectly true, but in respect of the pro- 
vision as it stands in the bill it is obviously incomplete, with great re- 
spect to the opinions of others, in the very particular that the Senator 
from ‘Tennessee stated, that a shipper from Chicago to New York might 
get one rate and a man 10 miles or 50 miles east of Chicago, or 100 or 


carrier,’’ in line 2 of 


be 
Clon Seems calewtel for any common carrier subject to the provisions of 








4404 


200 miles anywhere west of New York, might get a much higher rate, 
because Chicago is the original point of departure. 

Mr. HARRIS. ThatI understand, butif the language stricken out 
by the amendment made as in Committee of the Whole remains out of 
the bill, would not the effect of the section as it would then stand be, 
that no matter what the point of departure is nor the point of destina- 
tion anywhere on the same line and in the same direction, no matter 
from what depot to.what depot, the railroad company is restrained 
from charging a higher rate for that shorter haul than it would charge 
from Chicago to New York? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Soitis. That is perfectly true. I did not vote 
on the original proposition at all, as I came in just as the yeas and nays 
were being taken in Committee of the Whole. Iam afraid that that is 
going too far, and that you are going to interfere with the purely local 
traffic of these lines in States and merely across a river, which is a nom- 
inal line for ali business purposes between one State and another, and 
that you are going to carry your great objects so far as to hamper and 
interfere with the operations of these local affairs to the injury not only 
of the general public but of the local public, because their interests are 
really interests in common, for all that they pay goes to make up the 
mass of money necessary to carry on the operations of the railroads and 
give a reasonable profit to those who invested their money in them. 

While I agree that striking it all out and not amending it at all goes 
much further than my amendment proposes, I think itis going too far, 
and that it is safer for the objects of the bill and for what is truly in- 
terstate commerce not to undertake to carry the principle of equality 
of distance, and equality of haul, and equality of price into regions 
where we have no constitutional power to arrange it, as between the 
western and the eastern borders of Ohio, and then say that from the 
eastern side of Ohio to Pittsburgh, a distance of only 25 miles, if you 
please, or less, the railway shall be under a compulsiop to make one 
charge, while from. the eastern border of Ohio to the western border 
you can not touch it at all, and thus discriminate by the operation of an 
act of Congress between citizens of the sameState engaged in the same 
business. 

Therefore by such a provision, which carries it down to its utmost 
detail that we can, you are creating a division and a discordance and 
an injustice between the local traffic that is wholly within the State and 
that local traffic which happens to be a little out of the State and into 
it which only we can touch. If Congress had the power to regulate the 
whole thing in States as well as between States, then I should agree 
with the principle contained in the amendment of the Senator from 
West Virginia, that-there ought to be equality of substantial distance 
and weight and that sort of thing everywhere; but we have not that 


wer. 
I quite understand the position of the Senator from 





eer. HARRIS. 
Vermont, and desire simply to ask him this additional question, if he 
thinks there is any serious danger to the local traflic or to the common 
carrier by the provision as it stands, the amendment made as in Com- 
mnittee of the Whole being agreed to and his amendment not agreed to? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, Ido. That is the reason why I offer the 
amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS. I ask the Senator if he thinks there is any serious 
danger in view of the fact that this section gives the railroad commis- 
sion the discretionary power to relieve the common carrier from the pro- 
visions of the section whenever appealed to and in its opinion justice de- 
mands that it shall be relieved? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes; but having been born and brought upa real 
Jeffersonian Democrat, I have always been opposed to giving a discre- 
tion when I could possibly avoid it to any set of men or officers. Iam 
in favor, therefore, when we are making laws, of making laws which 
declare things instead of leaving discretions. If we can lay down a 
rule and we are to lay it down at all, we ought to Jay down that rule 
as positively ag we may, so as to relieve the commission from the re- 
sponsibility and the danger which the Senator from Virginia pointed 
out the other day, of their soon being the charms on the watch-chain of 
the railroad president, from the danger of being tempted or persuaded 
or misled into granting special and favorite exceptions to this company 
and that company and under these circumstances and those circum- 
stances. I would not do it any further than I could help it. 

On the face I should have liked the bill better if it had adopted the 
English plan of having one general first section which declared that all 
railroads over whom we may have any constitutional control and the 

i traflic over which we may have constitutional control should 
conducted upon principles of justice and equality under all cireum- 
stances and conditions to which it could be applied, and then make a 
tribunal that should settle, as the English people did, the 
of the rule to every particular case as it arose. The committee has 
thought it better to lay down these positive principles and limitations 
and rules, and having thought so, I am disposed to stand by them and 
make it as perfect and as safe as I can. 

Mr. SHERMAN (Mr. HALEin thechair). Mr. President, either the 
Senator from Vermont understands this differently from what I do or 
else the amendment substantially confines the benefit of the fourth sec- 
tion of the bill as to the long haul and the short haul exclusively to the 
voyage between Chicago and New York or between New York and Chi- 
eago. That is the way I understand it. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. No, it is exactly the other way. 

Mr. SHERMAN. From any intermediate point? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. From every point between those two points. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Inother words, take this case: Suppose goods are 
shipped from New York to Chi@go and the rate fixed there by the 
common carrier which would be subject to the operations of this pro- 
posed law is a dollar a ton, or $10 a ton, whatever it may be. We will 
say $10 a ton, and for a thousand miles the rate would be about a cent 
amile. Under the operations of this bill that rule of $10 a ton from 
New York to Chicago would bind the company, and they could not 
charge anybody else higher than that rate for a shipment between those 
two points. Butif the shipment was made from New York to Pitts- 
burgh they might charge $20, $30, $40, or $50 a ton, so far as this sec- 
tion is concerned, and so on at every point of the line until they reach 
within 10 miles of Chicago they might charge any rate they choose. 

Not only that, but the fourth section would expressly give them that 
right. In the absence of the fourth section the shipment weald be re- 
strained somewhat by the first and second sections, because this would 
be a discrimination which might be pronounced against by the com- 
mission; but here in the fourth section they are expressly authorized 
by necessary implication to make a discrimination to any extent they 
choose where the shipment is not between one point and another point, 
both of which are extreme points. It seems to me that would reverse 
the whole object of this measure. 

However, the report of the committee did give to the shipper from 
intermediate points an advantage. It did declare that from a common 
point of departure they should not charge more to an intermediate 
point than to an ultimate point. That is, under the operations of the 
bill as it was reported to us, if they charge $10 a ton from New York 
to Chicago they could not charge more than $10 a ton from New York 
to Pittsburgh, or from New York to Mansfield, or from New York to 
Fort Wayne, or other points on the line. Sowith Cleveland. To that 
extent the bill was a benefit to intermediate points, but now that is 
practically abrogated by this other provision as I understand it. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will pardon me for interrupting 
him-— 
Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let me tell him that it is to prevent exactly the 
thing he fears that I propose this amendment. The bill does prevent 
you from charging more from New York to Pittsburgh than from New 
York to Chicago, but when a man wants to ship from Pittsburgh to 
Chicago and appeals to this bill for protection it does not protect him, 
because Pittsburgh is not New York, and he only gets fair play from 
any point west of Pittsburgh. Now, if you put in the words ‘‘ or the 
same point of arrival,’’ when he offers freight at Pittsburgh, probably 
on the very first train that started from New York, they can not charge 
him om see for taking it from Pittsburgh to Chicago than they 
charge from New York there. But leaving those words out and taking 
the print as it stands, Pittsburgh does not fall within the category at 
all; they may charge what they like from Pittsburgh to Chicago, be- 
cause Pi is not the point of original departure. 

Mr. SH AN. Both are words of limitation which 
limit the operation of the section of the bill. Both the phrases ‘‘ and 
from the original point of departure’’ and the phrase proposed by the 
Senator from Vermont are words limiting the operation of the fourth 
section of the bill and plainly so. 

If the fourth section is to be retained at all, as I said in the few re- 
marks I made the other day, it ought to operate fairly on all the inter- 
mediate points, because the effect of the measure as it now stands will 
be to discriminate against all the moderate cities of the United States 
in favor of three or four of the great overcrowded cities which will be 


the — of vast shipment. 

If the discrimination can be made against intermediate points it does 
just exactly what neither the Senator from Vermontnor I desire to do, 
it destroys the smaller towns or communities, where vice does not pre- 
vail so largely as in great cities, and builds up the great centers of pop- 
ulation where corruption naturally grows and breeds. The better part 
of our ion, as we all know, is in the farming communities, in 
the smaller towns, in the flourishing manufacturing towns of ten, fif- 
teen, twenty, or thirty thousand inhabitants, where public opinion to 
a certain extent controls vice and controls all the habits of mznkind. 
Corruption breeds in cities. 

It i Tai puuy —_ the provisions of the bill et 
operate 'y, so that every town or community which is 
trying to build. up a local trade in its neighborhood shall be protected 
in having the benefit of this general rule. 

If you are in favor of striking out the fourth section, so as to give our 
country a commerce with a view to building up our foreign 
commerce and better facilities to the grain-growing States to carry their 
freight to Europe at a lower rate so as to compete with India, that | 
can understand. In that event you do not want the fourth section at 
all. Butif you have this rule of the long and short haul, you must 
apply it not only in favor of the extreme points of shipment but of a!! 
intermediate points. 

It seems to me, therefore, that the proposition of the Senator from 
West Virginia ought to be retained, and that it should not be restricted 
either by the clause proposed by the Senator from Vermont or by the 
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Janse reported from the committee, but in other words that there 
should be that general rule of equity and equality which is manifest to 
every one however plain he may be, and which every railroad man ad- 
mits to be the correct one, and which by the laws of several of the States 
is enforced against their own railroads where they have the jurisdiction, 
that while you need not charge pro rata per mile, you never shall charge 
a man for hauling the less distance over his road more than you would 
charge for hauling a greater distance over the same road. That is a fair 
and universal rule which ought to be applied. — ‘ : 

I believe that if the fourth section was retained in the bill, and I 
shall vote to retain it in the bill, it would bring about that kind of 
healthy competition which would be beneficial to the roads themselves 
and would not interfere with our foreign commerce. I do not myself 
want to vote for any bill which will prevent us from competing sharply 
with India, with Russia, or with any part of the world for feeding the 
great ulation of Earope. That is the problem of the age. Who 
shall Europe? Who shallsupply their markets with food? The 

is ov ; they can not feed themselves; and therefore 
ree nadie cai naehia are called upon to furnieh them the neces- 
sary ly. By their accumulated wealth and labor they restore to 
us a value in kind in their products, largely in luxuries. 

I do not want tointerfere with that commerce, and although I should 
like to protect the people of Ohio, I do not want at all to interfere with 
that broader commerce which is for the benefit of the whole country. 

It seems to me if the principle of the long haul and the short haulis 
retained in the fourth section of the bill, competition by water at points 
like Chicago and Saint Louis—I think more markedly at Saint Louis 
than at Chicago—will enable the railroads at times and the water at 
other times to carry on this commerce cheaper than it can be done either 
in India or Russia. Ever since my inspection of the Eads jetties I 
have had the idea that from Saint Louis and all points along the Mis- 
sissippi they can rt wheat and other cereals from anywhere 
along the mighty Mississippi and the Missouri River to New Orleans, 
there to be transshipped into vessels of great bulk, of four, five, or six 
thousand tons, as the case may be, and they may ship wheat and prod- 
uce to Li and to other countries in Europe, and there compete 
even with the advantages the English now derive from the Suez Canal 
and with the new improvements which have been made in the build- 
ing of railroads in Russia, and the like. That is my impression, and 
also as to the enlargement of the canal between Lake Erie and Lake 

tario. 


e 


To come back to the point, I am afraid if you should adopt in the bill 
the amendment of the Senator from Vermont and should non-concur 
in the amendment of the Senator from West Virginia discriminations 
against smaller interior points will be made from time to time, and will 
bring back the same discontent that we have had to contend with here- 
tofore; but if you have this universal rule, and apply it to all our peo- 
ple without respect to their locality, they will see that it is right, the 
railroad companies will enforce that rule, as we have only copied the 
wisdom of different States so far as their jurisdiction goes, and this 
work out its own solution. 
short of that and leave it possible for railroads to dis- 
and local communities, you will have this 
i you, and probably a more extreme measure 
is a universal feeling in our country that the 

commerce should be dealt with in a broad and 
I believe the feeling exists in every State that no State 
ity should have any advantage over the other; that 
have any advantage over another; that such a thing 
allowed as has occurred in the last few years, where a 
has had the benefit of a rate of 10 cents a barrel on 
hile the smaller producers in the same line of busi- 
40 tn by the fact that that great cor- 
y the right to transport at 10 cents, but de- 
30 cents collected from their competitors in order to enable 
all who operated in the same line of business. Although 
is an extreme case, yet it has occurred to my certain knowledge 
over several of the railroads running from the city of Chicago and many 
other places where shippers, on account of the discrimination between 
a five-car and aten-car within a somes time, or between a ten-cax and a 
within a certain of time where great operators were 

eeeeieed eos ait the intermediate operators. 
to know that that has been 
done in all partsof the country. It could not be very well avoided, 
becanse in the struggle of the railroads to get the benefit of traffic they 
have been competing with each other, and in a sharp struggle they 
have great shippers in order to get 
the benefit of their business, and they have got it in this way. All 


these are broken so far as a law can do it, by the first 
ainiiicen teu r 


in the smaller towns and communities it applies as well to 
any other States; if they want to make a rate they 
can take Omaha and make a rate through to New York, which will 


Bk 
i 
5 

: 


rt 


sth 
jeter 


crush out in Iowa, or they can make a rate between Saint 
Louis out the and business men in Illinois, or make 
@ rate between Chicago and New York and crush out our people in 


To my certain knowledge this mode of doing business has destroyed a 
great many towns which were once flourishing and active, and has built 
up other towns which have had some advantages as to competition. The 
town in which I live has been largely benefited by this operation, be- 
cause they there have three railroads competing with each other, while 
another town east or west is charged more for the freight to New York 
or to Chicago than the town in which I live, simply because we have 
the advantage of local competing through traffic. 

Now, that is not just or right, and therefore the rule ought to apply 
universally that where a man puts his property on a railroad to go 300 
miles itshall not be charged more than when it is transferred over that 
same failroad 1,000 miles. Inthe case which has been put here, where 
they have the benefit of a sharp competition to Chicago, we ought not 
by our law give these railroads the power of breaking down all the 
farmers between Chicago and New York merely to give an advantage 
to the farmers around Chicago. Nor do the farmers in Illinois get the 
benefit of this, because for the short distance between their homes and 
Chicago they are charged a very large local rate, and in that way the 
farmers even of Illinois in the great markets of Saint Louis and Chicago 
do not get the benefits because the excessive local rates are put upon 
their products before they reach the great marts of Saint Louis and 
Chicago. 

I hope therefore, without detaining the Senate about this matter, 
that the Senator from Vermont will see that it is better for us to try 
this experiment, better to give what the people have demanded, fair 
rates and equal rates for a short haul and a long haal, so that no dis- 
crimination shall be made against them, and if it does not work well, 
or if it operates to destroy our foreign commerce, I shall be as ready 
to make the necessary changes as any man in the Senate. 

Mr. PALMER. I should like to ask the honorable Senator from 
Ohio a question before he concludes. He says he isin favor of foreign 
commerce, and he is in favor of competition. I ask him how under 
those circumstances can he vote for the amendment of the Senator 
from West Virginia, which shuts out four or five roads from competing 
for the freight between Chicago and New York? 

As I remarked the other day, under the pressure of slack times a 
couple of years ago they carried freight by rail from Chicago to New 
York at 10 cents a hundred, or 2 mills per ton per mile. There is nota 
Senator upon this floor who supposes that any railroad could live upon 
any such rate as that, if it was general and if it was to be applied to all 
the intermediate points. 

I should like to ask the Senator, when he speaks of competition by 
water, how under the amendment of the Senator from West Virginia 
the railroads can compete? They only get 10 per cent. of their freight 
at this very low rate. Itis carried possibly for little or nothing, be- 
cause thecars otherwise would go back totide water empty; but if they 
have got to graduate all of their intermediate freights upon the basis 
of 2 mills per ton per mile, the result will be that those roads will be 
out of the ring of competition and everything will go by the lake or by 
foreign corporations or by the River Saint Lawrence. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not think there is any difficulty. I think 
these abnormally low rates are injurious not only to the railroads but 
to the people of the United States. What is the object now of these 
great railroads carrying freight for an abnormally low rate? I sup- 
pose simply to destroy steamboat navigation so as to make vessel-owners 
lay up their boats as they did one or two years. These railroads owned 
by the peeple of the United States actually destroyed all their earning 
capacity to their stockholders and sometimes could not pay dividends; 
some of them became bankrupt in the process, merely for the purpose 
of destroying the competition they had on the lakes. . That was not a 
healthy process. When they destroyed competition on the lakes or 
with each other, then they put up the rates abnormally high, and made 
a pretty fair general average, taking an average of two or three years 
together. Thatought to be prevented. To prevent that is one of the 
objects of this bill, as I understand it. But, on the other hand, if this 
is left to an ordinary and fair competition, if these railroads are not 
allowed to put down their rates to such a degree that they will drive 
off the steamers from the lakes, then, as 2 matter of course, steamboats 
can be readily built. 

Railroads can not be readily built, but steamboats can; and the Sena- 
tor from Michigan knows very well the energy of those people up there, 
that if they can make 5 or 6 cents a bushel from Chicago to Buffalo on 
their new-modeled propellers, they would make a very good business, 
and if they have that business in the summer season, when the lakes 
are open, they can give as cheap transportation from Chicago to New 
York over the Erie Canal as can be found in any place in the world ex- 
cept only on the Mississippi River from Saint Louis to New Orleans. 
What is the actual cost by these modern propellers per bushel? 

Mr. PALMER. I do not think they canliveat the hundredth part of 
1 per cent. under 2 cents a bushel. That would be equivalent, I be- 
lieve, to 5 or 6 cents a bushel to New York, but the railroads have 
earried for 10 cents a hundred, which would be equivalent to 6 cents a 
bushel. 

l appreciate what the Senator says in regard to the attempt of the 
railroads to annihilate the commerce of the lakes. That is the intent 
undoubtedly. I have felt it very severely myself; and I am arguing 
now against my own interest, because I believe the proposition is sound 
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to throw this competition open to the railroads as well as the lake 
traflic. But as to 5 or 6 cents a bushel being charged for lake trans- 
portation that is a thing unheard-of as long as the railroads compete. 
They brought the rates down to2 cents a bushel from Chicago to Buffalo; 
and when they carry for 10 cents a hundred to New York or 6 cents a 
bushel vessels can not get, unless there is a glut in the elevators, over 
2 or 2} cents to Buffalo, which is not a living rate. 

sut I would say right there, in answer to one remark the Senator 
made in regard to the annihilation of the lake commerce, that I have 
wondered time and again why it is not annihilated; but it seems not 
to be, and vessel craft are being built to replace those lost by accidents 
on the lakes and by fires, and now probably the tonnage of the lakes 
is greater than it ever was, notwithstanding all these adverse circum- 
stances of competition. Selfishly I should like to see the whole of the 
traflic of the Northwest confined to the lakes during the six months of 
navigation, but at the same time I imagine that you would find that 
rates would go up very materially and the farmers of the Northwest 
would suffer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Michigan agrees with the in- 
formation I have received that shippers by lake would cheerfully take a 
contract for any period of time or for any amount to carry wheat from 
Chicago to New York and place it on shipboard at 5 cents a bushel. 

Mr. PALMER. I do not agree to that extent. We should be very 
glad to take freights from Chicago to Buffalo for the season for 3} or 4 
cents, but I do not think any shipments are ever made from Chicago 
direct to New York by what we call the general craft on the lake that 
are running wild, that are out of any line. They take freights from 
Chicago to Buffalo, but freights are not classified in any other way than 
from Chicago to Buffalo or Chicago to Ogdensburg, or some other lake 

rt. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It only shows that we have now from these great 
central points, Saint Louis and Chicago, the dominating points in the 
geography of the West, the cheapest tion that is to be found 
in the world, because even in Indiaand in Russiaand inother countries 
they can not bring their productions to market at any such rate, say 5 
cents a bushel to carry wheat from Chicago to New York and place it 
on shipboard. Suppose it is 6 cents. That is very low. 

Mr. PALMER. Six cents, I think, is the lowest. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is very lowindeed. Take the cost of trans- 
porting from Saint Louis to New Orleans and placing it on shipboard, 
and that is only 1 or 2cents. If the Senator from Louisiana [ Mr. Eus- 
TIS] knows about the cost of that shipment I should like to have him 
state it. 

Mr. EUSTIS. About 4 cents. 

Mr. SHERMAN. From Saint Louis loaded from the barge on ship- 
board 4 cents. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. Will the Senator from Ohio please explain to 
me a statement I heard him make, that railroad competition had ab- 
solutely destroyed the business of the lakes? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Fora time. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Notwithstanding he says that the rate of trans- 
portation between New York and Chicago is 6 cents a bushel. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is one of those things that ought never to have 
happened, but the railroads did at one time by combined low rates, 
which they maintained at the cost of their stockholders—wrongfully 
maintained, as they think—— 

Mr. McPHERSON. For whose benefit, then? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Nobody’s benefitatall. » They in that way sought 
to drive out all competition of boats on the lakes, and toa certain ex- 
tent they did it. "They destroyed the ability of these boatstorun; and 
remember it is quite a different thing between the owner of a boat and 
the owner of a railroad. The railroads do not care how much they 
sacrifice the interest of their stockholders. can run anything out 
of the water, and they did impair the boating interests of the 
Northwest, and actually laid up boats that would otherwise have been 
running at abnormally low rates; and then when they drove the boats 
out of the business they resumed operations again. It is to prevent 
that that L desire to see the railroads compelled by the rule of equity 
to maintain a reasonable rate. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Then, if I understand aright the Senator from 
Ohio, his vote and. his position upon this bill is in the interest of 
higher rates for the railroad? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir; not at all. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Now, let me question the Senator a little 
further. 


Mr. SHERMAN, I must protest against this mode of conducting 
debate. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Very well. I will wait until the Senator gets 
through. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Iam now. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Now, if Senator will give me his attention 
a moment, I should like to ask him a question which I think is very 
important and very proper in thisconnection. The Senator has stated 
ae Sin motes sake 9 ay oe ee all admit; that the 
railroads by an eens rate have taken the business from 
the water at Chicago, Chicago being the shipping point. Who has re- 


ceived the benefit of that low rate except the Western producer? This 
bill proposes what? It proposes to fix a rate for all railroads to work 
on east of Chicago. A railroad company has the power to make its 
rates from Chicago, but it has no other power whatever left it. The 
bill says that whatever rate you make from Chicago shall govern rates 
at all other points on the line. Now unless a railroad manager is an 
idiot, what will be the natural result? He will fix a rate from Chicago 
that will give him a living price from every station east of Chicago. I/ 
he fixes that rate from Chicago it is at the expense of the Western pro- 
ducer, Therecan beno alternative. Either the railroads must consent 
to go into bankruptcy or they must fix a rate from Chicago which wil! 
enable them to have a living rate east of Chicago. 

Now, sir, the competition that we meet to-day, that the Western 
producer meets, is found where? It is foundin the London market in 
the India productions. The Indian producer during the past year has 
furnished 44,000,000 bushelsofgrain. The 44,000, 000 bushel: 
which India now produces have heretofore been furnished ‘by the peo- 
ple of the United States upon the low rate which the Senator from 
Ohio says enabled them to ship their products from the West to Liver- 
pool. Now we are not to get rid of that competition of India by rea- 
son of any sort of a contrivance which we make here in the shape of a 
short-haul or long-haul bill. That competition is there. India wil! 
continue to raise wheat. She has the lands, and the product will be 
raised. The great West also has the land; it does not propose to give 
up the raising of products or abandon the ‘farms; but the question fo: 
the Western man to consider is a question of transportation. What is 
left after rtation is paid the producer gets, and no more. 
That is exactly the state of the case. Very well. The committee re- 
port a bill here that establishes a commission, and to that commission 
you propose to give all power to provide against unreasonable rates, to 
declare what rates shall be reasonable and just. But it further. 

The committee then say that they will adopt the principleof the shor: 
haul and the long haul in their bill, which to my mind had no business 
there whatever, for after leaving it to the commission to determine as 
to the reasonableness and unreasonableness of rates, it should have 
stopped right there. 

In my opinion if inventive men = paid at public cost to determine 
some method by which d more completely oppress the 
people of this ton they could — devise a system better than that 
afforded in the fourth section of this bill, and why? Simply for the 
reason that the very trouble that railroad companies have had for years 
has been the cutting of rates from the through stations like Chicago 
and elsewhere. If this bill shall pass how can there be a cutting of 
rates by a competing line of railroad? How is it possible fora railroad 
that does not mean to go into bankruptcy to compete with another linc 
of railroad from Chicago when this bill declares that whatever rate is 
fixed for that through business shall fix the rate from every other 
point? In short, the through rate under this bill determines and fixes 
the local rate. 

Now, when you say to competing railroads, ‘‘ You may fix your rate 
from Chicago, but take notice that when that rate is fixed from Chicago 
you can not a higher rate from any other station east of Chicago,”’ 
what is the meaning of it? The meaning is bankruptcy to the rail- 
roads, or it means that they will fix a rate from Chicago which wil! 
enable them to live and make money. I say to you that every intel- 
ligent railroad man in this country will adopt that alternative. No 
legislation ever was devised by mortal man which placed so absolutely 
in the power of railroads the legal right to seamen Se 28h ple as this 
proposed bill. Self-defense will demand an increase in through rate. 
and hence local rates will be correspondingly high. 

Mr. CAMDEN. The Senator will allow me to ask him if the whole 
country is not injured by allowing railroads which compete with each 
other from Chi to charge less than cost on through business and 
make it upon the business? Do they not oppress the whole coun- 


try by one rate for local hauls ? 
Mr. McP. IN. Your bill proposes to appoint a commission, and 


upon that commission you confer the absolute power of determining the 
question whether a rate is reasonable and just or unreasonable and un- 
just. When from a station between here and Chicago complaint is 
made to the commission, I say under the power conferred on the com- 
mission by the bill-they could change that rate and make a different 
rate and more reasonable rate without affecting the Chicago rate at a!) 
Mr.CAMDEN. I want to say to the Senator that unless the amen(- 
ment offered by me is adopted the commission have no discretion wh:'- 
ever on that subject; and whenever a complaint is made to that com- 
mission by a shipper for a shorter distance claiming that he is charge 
more than a shipper for a mr a a gl al 


ute and say ‘‘Congress has that principle by law and we ¢20 
not change it.” They have to carry out the law and they can not {i< 
any rule that evil. 

Mr. HOAR. my friend from New Jersey allow me to utter on° 
sentence in to the Senator from West Virginia? 

Mr. MoP Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from West Virginia might as well say that 


it was not proper that a manufacturer should never sell his goods in th« 
ordinary course of business at a less price wholesale than that at whic!) 
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he sells by retail as to say that a railroad can not charge on the ordi- 
nary es eusies than it charges for the through traffic, 


which it would not get at all if it charged the same price. 
Mr. CAMDEN. me ask the Senator from Massachusetts a ques- 


tion. Is there any equity or justice in charging the ship from the 
sea to the Mississippi River 10 cents a bushel and ‘changing, the ship- 
from the extreme West 5 cents a bushel for shipping the same thing? 

Mr. HOAR. To state an extreme case of double the price does not 
test this rule. There may be the greatest equity and justice, and often 
is great equity and justice, in guniiings carrier to charge more for a 
short haul than along haul. It is often not only equity and justice 
but absolute necessity to charge more for a short haul than a long haul. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I ask the Senat«r to name a case where there would 
be justice and equity in charging a shipper 10 cents a bushel for carry- 
ing a thousand bushels of wheat from Ohio to New York and charging 
a shi of the same commodity 5 cents from Chicago to New York. 

Mr. HOAR. In the one case he would not get the Chicago haul at 
all unless he took it at the lower rate; and it is very often true, I be- 
lieve it is true as a matter of fact at this momenty that while in many 
cases the short haul is charged more than the long, the short haul is 
made cheaper by the railroads in consequence of the fact that the long 
business is also done, although done at a less rate. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I would like to illustrate the whole matter in 
dispute to the Senator from West Virginia. Within one year I have trans- 

or caused to be transported a Chicago to New York twenty 
car-loads of frei I am so unfortunate as to own a farm in the 
vicinity of New York. The railroad passes my door. Those twenty 
car-loads of freight on a certain road passed my farm. On the same 
train I loaded five cars of freight from my farm. All went to the 
same destination, ae. as on the same train; and the cost of 
transporting the freight iles from my farm to New York was greater 
than the cost from Chicago to New York, but the rate from my farm 
to New York was reasonable. The whole twenty-five car-loads of 
freight were put on board ship for London. If it had not been for the 
low rate given from Chicago I could not have exported the five car- 
loads raised upon my farm. I again say that the rate from my farm to 
York was a reasonable rate. 

Mr. CAMDEN. The Senator must have raised something on his 
farm that was raised by no other person in this country or he would 
not have ar thav principle. 

Mr. McP. IN. Howcould I help but recognize that principle? 
The State of New Jersey under its laws says that no railroad company 
shall an unreasonable rate of freight. The charter granted by 
the State fixes the rate beyond which they shall not charge per mile, 
and in addition to that competition steps in and reduces that limit fixed 
in the charter to more than 50 per cent. below that, and in addition to 
that, as I say, I paid a reasonable rate upon the five car-loads of mer- 
chandise which were to be exported from my farm. I found no fault 
with that rate; it was reasonable; but twenty car-loads came from 


Mr. CAMDEN. Others of the same kind? 

Mr. McPHERSON. The same kind of freight and the same quan- 
“Yer CAMDEN. Do th 

. ° you recognize the principle that it was fair to 
charge more for twenty-eight miles than for a thousand? 

Mr. McPHERSON. Irecognize this: I say thatthe proposition pre- 
sented by the Senator from West Virginia, that it is not right to charge 
more for a short haul than for a long one, as an abstract principle is 
correct; but when you undertake to apply any such principle to con- 
ditions that are that can not be made alike, and when you 


% 
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undertake to incorporate in an iron-bound rule of procedure which 
must govern a commission, that very moment you so disturb the rela- 
tions of labor and capital and en ise and rtation that it is 


pe pony for any community of citizens to get on at all. That I say, 
I say, moreover, when you undertake to establish the principle in 
your as you have, you confer on railroads by enactment the power 

the people of this country to a greater extent than they are 


and I want any Senator on this floor to contradict the propo- 
sition if he can, that no measure was ever devised which will help rail- 
roads so much as this will if the railroads see fft to help themselves. 
How? By simply electing whether they will rob the Western country 
of goods, or whether they will consent to go 
into bankruptcy. There are the two propositions. If they continue 
the low rate from Chicago, and if they permit goods to be exported, 
bankruptcy and simple is inevitable, because it fixes all local rates. 
if on the other hand, to protect themselves they will raise 
the from and what becomes of the export trade? There 
is the whole propositionin anutshell. That is the common sense of the 
whole question, and there is no other view to take of it. It admits of 


Ihave no as far as I am concerned, to dealing with this 
question; but do objet mot tively to making a statute and placing 
upon United Btates in the interest of low 

a which must needs have a contrary effect. 
I am in favor of water transportation, and the time will never come 
in control railroads except by the water 
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routes of the country. Take a map of this country and consider for a 

moment the geography of the whole question. Chicagois the key to- 

| day to the entire Western world by reason ef railroad concentration 
reaching to all parts of the West. It stands at the head of the water 
transportation of the country; at the head of the great lakes, connected 
with the seashore. How? First, by the Erie Canal of very limited 
proportions, unable to do anything like the amount of business that 
must necessarily be thrown upon it if the railroads do not enter into 
the Chicago competition. What else is there? The Welland Canal, 
the Canadian route of transportation, capable of floating immense quan- 
tities to the seaboard, with almost unlimited capacity for transporta- 
tion. What must be the result? Inevitably a large proportion of the 
products that we send to-day to the seashore will go to Montreal, and 
from thence by steamer to Liverpool. What does not go there will! go 
to New York. It will tend to build up the great ports of New York 
and Montreal at the expense of Philadelphia and Baltimore and every 
other seaport city. 

Let us follow the illustration further. The New York Central Rail- 
road is not within the jurisdiction of thislaw. It begins and ends in 
the State of New York. All its competitors from Buffalo to New York 
are interstate roads, and by reason of this exemption it can bankrupt 
all its rivals. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Is it notalready governed by the law of New York ? 

Mr. McPHERSON. There is no such law as this on the statute- 
books of the Stateof New York and never will be, let me tell my friend, 
because the people of New York will find it not to their advantage if 
Congress passes this bill. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Is not that the rule which the New York railroad 
commission applies to the New York Central ? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I do not know about that. The railroad con- 
mission of the State of New York unquestionably has a great influence, 
but, as I read the law, no absolute power on these matters; but as to 
the long and short haul business, you will not find a law on the stat- 
ute-book of New York to-day, neither will you ever find it if by so do- 
ing it will cripple the commerce of the State and city of New York. 

Mr. CAMDEN. The New York Legislature appointed a railroad 
commission and that railroad commission has established the rule that 
no greater sum shall be charged for a shorter than for a longer haul, 
and the New York Central Railroad is now operating under that rule. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Verytrue. They may give their implied sane- 
tion to the work of the commission; perhaps it is for their interest to 
do it; but when their interest becomes different, what then? 

Mr. GEORGE. Has it bankrupted that corporation? 

Mr. McPHERSON. Ido not say that ithas. That does not neces- 
sarily follow. 

Mr. GEORGE. I understood the Senator to say it would bankrupt 
the companies. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I simply said if the railroad companies from 
Chicago did not abandon the low rates which to-day do not pay the cost 
of transportation it would bankrupt railroad companies that engaged 
in it after being made subject to the provisions of this bill. 

Mr. GEORGE. Did it bankrupt the railroad from Buffalo? 

Mr. McPHERSON. The reason they have not been bankrupted is 
because there is no provision of law which requires them to make the 
low rates for all their business. 

Mr. GEORGE. The statute which is binding on all of them is the 
rule laid down by the railroad commission of the State of New York, 
which they are bound to obey. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Ido not know that I understand exactly the 
purpose the Senator has in view in proposing the question. 

Mr. GEORGE. My purpose is to show that the necessary effect of 
the obligatory law on these railroad companies to charge no more fora 
shorter distance than for a longer one is not to destroy them, as I un- 
derstood the argument of the Senator from New Jersey to be 

Mr. McPHERSON. Now I catch the Senator’s idea. Simply be- 
cause the railroad companies have a pool by which they agree to main- 
tain rates from Buffalo. The New York Central Railroad is to-day 
charging reasonably high rates from Buffalo in order to maintain local 
rates if the long and short haul principle of this bill is operating in 
that State. 

Mr. GEORGE. Then I understand that the result of the law which 
compels them to charge no more for a shorter haul than for a longer 
one is obviated by the fact that they have gone intoa pool. There is 
nothing in this bill which prohibits a pool. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Why do you not provide in the bill for pro- 
hibiting pools? You propose to establish a short haul and long haul 
system, and you do not propose in the bill to prohibit pooling. 

Let me now ask the Senator a question. If, for instance, the rate of 
freight for a car-load of wheat from Chicago to New York was fixed at 
$20, and the rate is often as lowas this, and that did not represent the 
cost of moving it, and it does not to New York, and under existing 
conditions the railroad company could charge from the next station 
east of Chicago $50, would you not alter the situation if they were 
compelled to ship from Chicago at $20 a car, with no power to charge 
more from local stations? Would it not lessen the earning power ot 
the road ? 

Mr. GEORGE. I will answer that question by asking the Senator 
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another. Will he tell me by what standard of morals or justice he can 
justify the imposition on the man he has just named 10 miles this side 
of Chicago a charge of $50 on his freight, when only $10 is imposed 
upon the man who lives in Chicago? I should like to ask him also by 
what ruleof moralsor justice he can justify the practice of any railroad 
company in making up its loss, as the Senator said the other day it 
did, on the through freights from Chicago by overcharging upon cus- 
tomers who live along the line and have no other means of getting 
their freight to market than by the road. In other words, I would 
like to know by what rule of right and justice you can justify upon in- 
dividuals, upon communities that have no competition, the loss sus- 
tained by railroads in a war of rates that they make upon each other 
in carrying freights for less than the actual cost from other points? 

It seems to me that the interests of somebody else but the railroads 
ought to be consulted in the matter. If the railroads of their own will 
(because there is no law tu regulate them now) at certain points where 
they come in competition, in order to destroy each other, put rates so 
low as to cause an actual loss to the companies, then I ask how it is 
right or just that all these railroad companies who have thus entered 
into war shall make up their losses by extraordinary charges upon 
those who live along the line of the roads and who have no competi- 
tion? 

Mr. McPHERSON. I do not undertake to justify anything of the 
kind. Asa distinct proposition, standing alone, certainly the Senator 
is right when he says that a service is entitled to certain consideration 
and compensation. If that service is increased either in length of route, 
or by whatever process it is increased, most assuredly it would seem to 
honest and common minds that the compensation ought to be increased. 
That is a proposition which is an axiom. It is a self-evident truth. 

Mr. GEORGE. Put that proposition as an axiom in the law, and 
then it can not be violated. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. Now, theSenator proposes to apply that to what? 
He proposes to apply it to a system of railroads. The railroads were 
built in the first place for the purpose of developing the country. You 
will find when a railroad is located it takes a position somewhat remote 
from existing lines in order that the countty may bedeveloped and local 
trade may be developed. The railroad very naturally expects to get a 
fair compensation for the local business over its line. But you find a 
great point of distribution like Chicago, where there is competition on 
the lake, where, as the Senator from Ohio said, you carry grain for 6 
cents a bushel between Chicago and New York, then the railroad will 
abandon the field of competition and leave it to the lakes, provided 
you make a rule for railroads which you can control, and no rule for 
lake or water transportation which you can not control. The lake 
transit has no local stations. 

Let us go further. The lakes furnish transportation six months in 
the year, and if the railroads abandon the field what will the lakes 
charge? ‘Will it be more or less than they now charge? The natural 
effect of that is to double the cost of transportation by the lakes. When 
the lakes are frozen up, the railroads step in and they make their own 
rate from Chicago, and your bill makes it from every other station. 
Now, taken together, adding if you please the increased lake transpor- 
tation and the increased rail transportation in winter, and how much 
more have you paid for the privilege of putting in your bill this absurd 
idea? 

Mr, GEORGE. 
tion? 

Mr. McPHERSON. Certainly. 

Mr. GEORGE. I understand him now, in answer to the proposition 
which I made, to say that the effect of competition by railroad is to 
lessen the water carriage by lake and let the water carriers charge what 
they please, but when the lake is frozen up, then, having no lake com- 
petition, the railroads can charge what they please to New York and 
make more money than they do now. I understand that to be the po- 
sition. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. In reply to the Senator’s question, I stated that 
the railroads would abandon the business to the lakes. Naturally the 
lakes, having the business without competition with railroads, would 
then increase the price. The lakes can run but six months in the year. 
Then step in the railroads, and they take the business for the other six 
months at higher rates, and the Senator makes it that the 
railroad should charge a higher rate, because by his bill he has made 
every other rate conditioned upon the rate from Chicago. 

Mr. GEORGE. I understood the Senator to say that they frequently 
carry freight from Chicago to New York at a loss. What is the reason 
of that proposition ? 

Mr. McPHERSON. A railroad company, as I said before, d 
ing on Jocal business for all their profit, find a great distributing sta- 
tion in the West. Lines of radiate from that to all points of 
the West. The connection is valuable to them. They are forever ex- 
pecting a aged mk in the h of railroads the nen 
point may be made profitable. cre waiting eee 
getting something out of it. Unless a railroad line has a connection 
with some great distributing point, it would be nothing in the world 
but a local road and a road of no importance. 

I want to add here that I think the railroad limes, say from New 


Now, will the Senator allow me to ask him a ques- 
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York to Chicago, can afford to carry freight for less compensation per 
mile upon long lines than upon short ones. ‘Therefore as to what mo- 
tives control themI can notsay. I am nota railroad man; never have 
been engaged in railroad business. I only know the common sense of 
this hill as applied to them purely from a business standpoint. I think 
I understand that. 

Mr. HARRIS. May I inquire of the Senator from New Jersey if I 
understood him correctly to say that from the competing point railroad 
companies carried freight at less than the cost of transportation ? 

Mr. McPHERSON. -I think it safe to say 50 per cent. of all the 
freight shipped from Chicago to New York is to-day transported for less 
than it costs to haul it over the road. 

Mr. HARRIS. Then do I understand the Senator from New Jersey 
that it is just and proper that railroads should be permitted to carry 
through freights at a loss and recoup for that loss on the local traffic of 
the people who live on the road and do not live at a competing point? 
That seems to involve the whole auestion. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Not at all; that does not necessarily follow. 
If the railroad at a point which is not competitive exacts only a fair 
compensation for doing the business, who can object? Certainly a rail- 
road likeany other business enterprise is entitled to pay its fixed charges, 
the interest upon its bonds, and to give a fair margin of profit to its 
stockholders. Nobody will deny that to a railroad if properly managed 
and ifits stock properly represents the amount of money the stock holders 
have in the line. If it represents three or four times that amount it is 
a different question. But suppose the railroad did not run to Chicago 
at all; suppose it stopped 20 miles this side of Chicago where there was 
no competition, I want to ask the Senator if it would be an unreason- 
able rate to charge from that station enough to compensate the railroad 
for the work done the public? 

Mr. HARRIS. Conceding all the Senator says as to the justice of 
allowing a railroad corporation to earn money enough to pay its fixed 
charges and a reasonable profit upon its stock, according to what he has 
just admitted the railroad company takes upon itself additional bur- 
dens by taking through freights at an actual loss, rendering itself there- 
fore less able to pay these charges than it would otherwise be. And 
if I understand his argument he justifies the railroad companies in 
doing that in respect to through freights, and justifies their making up 
that loss and securing the profits that they are to earn on their capita! 
by charging the local traffic that has no competition an extra charge. 
Does he justify them in doing that in order to pay them a profit and 
to enable them to carry through shipments at less than the actual cost 
of transportation ? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I have already denied the statement in {ofo, 
and I can see no reason whatever for the Senator from Tennessee in- 
sisting upon it. Suppose a railroad—this local road of which I have 
spoken—desires to reach the city of Chicago, a great distributing point: 
this railroad, if you please, is connected with steamship transportation 
across the water. They are required to furnish loads for the steam- 
shi They can not get freights outside of Chicago to load the ships. 
Unless they send loads one way they can not get return loads. The 
steamship arrives from Liverpool loaded with goods to be transported 
over the line, not all perhaps to Chicago but to local stations along the 
line. Reasonably and fairly they would expect to get sufficient com- 
pensation to compensate them for doing the work, and as I said before, 
if they take .to and from Chicago very low in order to maintain 
their shipment across the ocean it would be justifiable. 

Mr. MAXEY. The Senator states that 90 per cent. of the business 
between New York and Chicago is done at lessthan cost. Ifa railroad 
can not make and doés not make a reasonable profit on the investment, 
necessarily that must be made up on the intermediate points, the result 
of which is absolutely that those intermediate points are charged morc 
than they ought to be charged if the terminal points paid fair and rea- 
sonable In other words, every dollar of that loss which oc- 
curs at terminal points must in the nature of things be made up by 
the intermediate points. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I am somewhat surprised in this discussion to 
hear the Senator from Texas and the Senator from Tennessee combat- 

ing a proposition which they already put in this bill in the fourth sec- 

tion. You find it hege in the proviso, ‘‘that upon application to the 
commission appointed under the provisions of this act such common 
carrier may in cases”? be excepted. In other words, the com- 
mission consenting, all competitive points are excepted. In one line 
you make an arbitrary rule, and in the next line you consent to its 
violation. 

Mr. MAXEY. I hardly think thet answer of the Senator from New 
Jersey will quite do. The fourth section absolutely requires that there 
shall not be a greater charge for a short haul than a long haul. Then 
there is an exception allowed to the commissioners. The principle is 
laid down that there shall be no more charged for a short hau! than 4 
long haul; and yet the Senator says that 90 cent. of the long hau! 
is at a loss. If that be the case, and we say Ripedilt est diargs more 
for the short haul than the long bvul,”’ ‘the short haul must come down 


Ma MOPHERSON. ‘The section allows the commission to permit 


exceptions to your long and short haul rule. Now, then, it remains fo! 
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us to determine whether the railroad companies will consent to go into 
bankruptcy or whether they will demand that they may be made rich, 
and the Senate has given them the power to choose. That is the eom- 
aint I make of the bill, and I do not agree with the statement that I 
ve heard on the other side of the Chamber that it was injurious to 
railroads. I say it is beneficial to railroads. I do not agree with the 
statement on this side of the Chamber that it will have a tendency to 
textortion. Itlegalizes higher rates, call itextortion or what you 
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I approve of the amendment to the original billas made by the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. When the committee come 
here with a bill acknowledging the principle of the long and the short 
haul and then undertake to limit it to special cases, I say the Senator 
from West Virginia is right when he undertakes to make general the 
very thing which the committee wanted to make special. Therefore I 
indorse the action of the Senator from West Virginia in making gen- 
eral a principle which the committee insist shall be injected into this 
bill. 

But then the Senator from West Virginia and the cofamittee together 

further. They proceed to put in this bill as a proviso that 
which gives the commission full power over this whole affair. 

I am opposed to the fourth section because it is not understood, and 
if anything can better demonstrate to reasonable minds that it is not 
understood than the debates that have occurred here I think it would 
be very hard to find it. I am opposed to it because I think that in a 
commission bill, conferring on a commission absolute power to adjudge 

i the true policy of the Senate is to leave it with that com- 
mission, and if it can not find it possible under the power given to do 
away with the abuses that are complained of, then I propose to offer an 
amendment which will make it necessary for that commission to report 
at the next session of Congress whether it is practicable in their view 
of the case, after considering the whole subject, to have Congress pass 
a law acknowledging and recognizing the short-haul system, and let us 
incorporate it in intelligent legislation. I am too conservative in my 
mind and in my action to undertake to ingraft an iron-bound provision 
of law to —— @ commission to do a certain thing when you have 
giventhem the absolute power to regulate it themselves. I do not wish 
to burden the labor interest of the country or the transportation interest 
unnecessarily, arbitrarily, and foolishly. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, the bill before the Senate is in re- 
sponse to a popular demand for some control over interstate commerce. 
Whatever may have been the original idea about the power of the Gen- 
eral Government over interstate commerce as provided for in the Con- 
stitution, the courts have soenlarged it and amplified it that I suppose 
it may be ussumed that over matters pertaining to interstate commerce 
the Government of the United States is pretty nearly or quite absolute 


the power of the General Government. ‘The question for us to deter- 
mine is simply one of policy, and then having determined that, one of 
detail. 

In this bill as it came from the committee the distinguishing feature 
in it from other bills which have from time to time been presented was 
the provision fora commission. The commission is given extraordinary 


extraordinary powers, as if afraid that the commission would not exer- 
cise them with discretion, in a proper manner, the committee in- 
sert section 4 of the bill. 

experiment. There isnot a Senator on the floor 
who does not know it is a very doubtful question whether we ought to 
interfere with the commerce of the country in this way. I venture to 
say also that but for the very fact, which is recognized by the Senators 
on this floor, that there is a popular demand back among the people, who 
believe have not been properly treated by the railroads, there would 
proposed upon this subject. * 

What will be the effect of the whole bill nobody can determine. 
What will be the effect of the fourth section? We have a variety of 
opinions expressed on this floor. One Senator says it will absolutely 
destroy the commerce between the Atlantic seaboard and the Northwest 
and the Western States. Another Senator declares that it will do equity 
between the people and compel the railroads to do that which they are 
by the common law obliged to do. It seems to me that we have lost 
sight of the fact that there is t danger that that which stimulates 


commerce and trade, that w has built up the great West, the center, 
and the East alike, competition will be destroyed. 
This bill has been discussed, and especially the provision to which I 
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if all the competing points in this coun- 
try were Chicago, Milwaukee, Saint Louis, with a few other places of 
considerable Mr. President, I have bere a list of the com- 
oe some of the States, not a full list, but a list showing 
at least there is more to be considered than the weltare of Chicago, 
more to be considered than the welfare of Saint Louis, more thana ques- 
. \ people of Milwaukee and the surround- 
ing country. I find that in the Stateof Michigan there are twenty-two 


railroad competitive twenty-two points to be 
= of thin bill. " In the State of Ohiol find there 
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are eighty-three competitive points, in the State of Indiana eighty-two 
competitive points, in the State of Illinois forty competitive points, in 
the State of Virginia twenty-two, Kentucky twenty-six, North Caro- 
lina twenty, Tennessee eighteen, South Carolina sixteen, Georgia 
sixteen, Alabama eighteen, Florida sixteen, Louisiana twelve. No 
calculation is here made for the State of Missouri, or the State of 
Minnesota, the State of Iowa, the State of Nebraska, or the State of 
Colorado, or the Territory of Dakota, and other sections of the coun- 
try where competition prevails. 

Mr. SPOONER. There are thirty-nine competitive points in Wis- 
consin, forty-four in lowa, and twenty-six in linois. 

Mr. TELLER. Anda great many other points besides those I have 
mentioned, and I presume it would not be an exaggeration to say that 
this bill affects a thousand points in the United States—a thousand 
places at least where competition is active, created by railroads either 
because of the hostility of one with the other, or of antagonism one 
with the other, or because of water ways or other reasons. There, 
where competition is sharp and active, it is to be destroyed by the 
fourth section of this bill. 

I have supposed, as I have stated, that this bill was in response to a 
popular demand of the people and not of the railroads. I have sup- 
posed this legislation was to be based upon the supposition that it was 
the people of the United States who were being benefited and not the 
railroads. I have heard here to-day what I consider conclusive to my 
mind that it is the railroads that are to be benefited by the destruc- 
tion of the competition all over the land, and they will be enabled to 
put up the prices according to their own terms. We have an illustra- 
tion of it which the Senator from Ohio gave us. He said that the com- 
petition had destroyed the lake freight. It is proposed by this to pre- 
vent that competition, asI understand. If you can preventcompetition 
between the lakes and the railroads you must prevent competition be- 
tween the railroads themselves. I know upon the first blushit seems 
difficult to say that you may haul acar of freight from the city of Chi- 
cago to the city of New York for the same price that you haul it from 
Columbus, in Ohio, or Pittsburgh, in Pennsylvania. I know that the 
people wholive on the Atlantic border, who were fortunate enough to get 
there early and to locate themselves there and to maintain their status 
and to be there, contend that they ought not to be brought in compe- 
tition with the great Northwest. But we are not legislating for any 
section of the country; we are legislating for the interest of the whole 
broad land. We are not legislating for the railroads of New England 
or New York, or the railroad lines between Chicago and New York, or 
any other cities; we are legislating for the protection of commerce; and 
it is our duty to legislate in such a way as to build it up, increase it, 
and not hamper it and destroy it. 

Mr. President, it is said that there is but a little through traffic on 
these roads and that they might not make much by it; but you must 
remember that while from the city of Chicago they may bring but a small 
amount of grain to New York city, they take back in return vast quan- 
tities of supplies used by the people in the West. 

The honorable Senator from Ohio said it was a question how this would 
affect the foreign commerce of the country, it was a question whether 
we should not by this kind of legislation put our hands upon the pro- 
ducers of the Northwest in such a way that they would be compelled 
to suspend shipments to the seaboard and thus the export abroad would 
be curtailed and cut short. Why, Mr. President, if you will look over 
the reports of the Government you will find that 72 per cent. of all the 
exports are the products of the farm and the forest. From whence do 
they come? Where do you raise the cattle, and where do you raise the 

orn, and where do you raise the wheat exported but in the Northwest ? 
How will the people of Massachusetts be fed, with very nearly 2,000,000 
people and yet raising less than 40,000 bushels of wheat in that State 
in 1880—how will they be fed in such a manner that they may create 
in their mills subjects for exportation unless they can be fed with the 
cheap food brought from the West by virtue of the long haul ? 

I wish to call attention to the fallacy that has been repeated over and 
over again on this floor during this debate. Itis not a question whether 
you are paying too little from Chicago te New York, but it is a question 
whether you are paying too much from Pittsburgh to New York; and 
when the railroad company carries from Pittsburgh to New York at a 
reasonable rate no man has a right to say that it may not carry from 
Chicago at the same rate or even less. It has been assumed in this 
debate that whenever a railroad company madea long haul for less than 
it charged for a short haul it was an extortion on the man who paid for 
the short haul. That is not the logical sequence; that is not true asa 
general rule. 

I need not say to the Senate thatevery railroad company that is man- 
aged as itshould be managed has a varicty of ways in which to use the 
surplus that comes into its treasury. It has its mortgage upon which 
it pays interest. It has its stock upon which it pays dividends. It 
has its collateral branches to support and keep alive. It has its cars 
to support and keep up; it has its track to keepinorder. A railroad 
company properly managed and properly officered divides all of these 
upon its books. The railroad company is offered in a Western city 
freight, and the officer looks at it and says, *‘I can make upon that a 
certain amount, not a percentage large enough, not enough money on 
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than from another.’’ It has as much right to do that as a man whio 
does business in this country has to prefer one purchaser. to another. 

He has a right to say, ‘‘I will yield my profit in this case to my pur- 
chaser; I will yield one-half my profit to the man who has brought the 
freight to me,’’ possibly because of competition or frequently becaus: 
the freight that he brings is not able to bear the extreme price that 
freight from another point may. One man may raise wheat that h: 
may sell for a dollar. Another man may not be able to raise whea' 
and sell it for a’dollar. One man may be able to produce a manu- 
factured article cheaper than it can be produced by another because the 
advantages are with him. This principle that is applied to the peop|: 
of the West has a tendency to build up the great cities of the East to 
the exclusion of the West; and when you have done that, when you 
have destroyed the prosperity of the West, where will you get the busi- 
ness for the railroads? When you have done that, where will you get 
the purchasers for your manufactured goods? Where will you get « 
market for the products of the East if you can not send them inland ’ 

Mr. President, I intend to vote for this bill. Ido not suppose it will 
be put in any shape that I shall not give it my vote. I propose to vote 
for it, not believing it tobe perfect. I propose to vote for it, doubiing 
very much the policy ofany legislation on thesubject. Ishall vote for it 
in obedience to what I recognize to be a public demand all over the coun- 
try. If the billshould prove to be what its friends believe, we shall al! 
be rejoiced; but upon all questions where there can be so much doubt as 
upon the question of introducing this measure of the long or short hau), 
I think the friends of the bill ought to be willing, in view of the fact 
that this isa tentative measure at most, to agree that all doubtful ques- 
tions of that character should be eliminated from the bill, and that the 
bill might have a fair trial with the great powers given to this commis- 
sion, and let the commission come here at a subsequent day and say to 
us in the light of their experience, in the light of their observation, 
whether we can adopt this principle or whether we can not, and not at 
tempt to put in the bill that which must make it obnoxious to a great 
portion of the people of the country and must render its success as 
controller of interstate commerce exceedingly doubtful. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, I do not intend to detain the Senate 
Nearly two years ago, on December 19, 1884, I suggested a provision on 
this subject. I simply desire to submit the views of the question | 
then presented and ask for their reading. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


The practice of giving extremely low rates between certain points and mak 
ing up the loss by h charges on other communities is simple robbery unde: 
the ime of law, if law permits it. It is not in the power of human reaso: 
to successfully controvert this. No amountof ingenious sophistry can even ob 


But, independent of its abstract injustice, the consequences to the public arc 
pernicious i in the extreme. ons or town is built up at the expense of a: 
other. One community is or favored by unjust and unequal impo 
sitions on another. Jealousies are engendered and illegitimate and bane: 
rivalries fostered. The struggle for advancement and superiority between riv::! 
communities is degraded from an honorable competition in which success |- 
sought by superior energy and pe ene | Nee into a reliance upon favor 
to be sensivedt from railroad companiesand dishonorable and unmanly subse ry - 
iency in order to gain them. 

Mr. President, it isa marked tendency in modern economic and industria! |i‘ 
that population and business of all k concentrate in large cities. Much 
more than one-half of the population of Great Britain is crowded into cities an! 
towns. esrabie. On the contrary, think it would be far be I do not regard 


r J happi- 
ness and prosperity of my countrymen if wealth and enterprise—all kinds of busi 
ness—were more diffused all over the land. Producer and consumer shou!!! 
brought ae a. that the interchange of commodities, the barter ani 
eee of the products of agriculture and manufactures should be carried « 
with as little intervention: of middlemen as practicable. The fits of th 
workers would be increased and the cost to — diminished. There 


would also be more homogeneousness in our populatio! pgm knowled 
of economic processes would be extended beyond the ° him ts of the class «: 


gaged in each lar business. There Sean be fewer specialists, with |it 
aeaden coca the particular work in which they are engag 


There are many considerations connected with this subject worthy of the atte! n 
tion of the Senate. I do not propose to go further now. I may on some o!!): 
oceasion state some of them. 

Now, Mr. President, the practice of railroad companies in violating the pro 
ion lam now discussing, charging discriminating rates as between diffe: 
places, tends greatly to this jon and concentration of populatio: 
wealth, and business in a few favo places, and for that reason should be )»: 
hibited. The result I condemn, it must be remembered, is not the creation © 
new wealth by railroad com but it is merely the concentration end ag: 
gregation of wealth created by others at favored p and in the hands of 
vored individuals at the expense of other places and other persons, an: | 
too, in many instances by the ruin of those who created it. 


Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I wishto express my own judgment 
regard to this amendment. When we consider the extent of the ru! 
road interest of the United States, and the fact that it controls an: 
governs almost absolutely the commerce of the wholw country ani! 
productions, we must see the importance and the necessity of con 
ering the local trade of the country, the transportation that concer 
the people who live @t the intermediate points throughout the U» 
States. It should be regarded and equitably dealt with asa questi 
of paramount importance. This is a very plain fact, and I am su: 
Ss has not received universal assent, that to allow any powc! 

o build up one community at the expense of another, to allow the pro- 

dations of New York or of Colorado or ofthe great West io be trans 
er tg pit harap aera 

mediate between those points, is an evil that can not be tolerated. 


that alone, or if I could do all the business the line could do at that 
rate it would not be enough to pay all my expenses, but the t on 
that will be enough to meet the interest on my mortgage; profit 
on that will be enough to meet some other specific fund provided for 
by the railroad company.’’ So he takes it; it goes to Pittsburgh or 
somewhere else, and there he says to freight offered, ‘‘I can get for 
this freight more,’’ in the first place because the product that it finds 
at Pittsburgh is ofa character that will stand and bear a higher rate than 
the product at a place in the far West will. 

Mr. President, a few yearsago in the State which I in part represent 
we had a surplus of wheat. ‘That may seem strange from ‘‘ the Amer- 
ican Desert,’’? but we had a surplus of wheat. There was no market 
for it, and it would not bear the price that the Illinois farmer paid for 
transporting his wheat. It could not bear a price proportionate to 
that paid by the citizen of Ohio on his wheat; but the railroad com- 
panies said: ‘‘ Here, we will take your wheat and we will carry it at 
a certain figure to the seaboard;’’ and they carried it not without profit 
to the railroad companies, but with a divided profit, small as it was, 
to the farmer. He had raisc! enough for his own use, and this was the 
surplus; and although the money was little that he obtained for it, 
yet it went to swell the aggregate of the earnings of the people and 
enabled the people of that State to purchase of the manufactured arti- 
cles of New England, of the fruits of the South and of the West and 
all that goes to make life comfortablein thiscountry. Everybody par- 
ticipated in that profit. It was nota profit alone to Colorado. It was 
a profit to the railroad companies; it was a profit to the manfacturers 
in New England; it was a profit to the fruit-raisers in California and 
in Florida and other regions of the country, because it was divided out 
among the people. 

The honorable Senator from Ohio said that there was danger that it 
would interfere with our exports. I think he is right, and yet he said 
he thought, as I understand him, that this provision ought to be left 
in the bill. I think there is danger that it will interfere with our ex- 
ports. Our export of wheat last year fell off. As the Senator from 
New Jersey said, the import into Great Britain of wheat from India has 
practically destroyed the market there for American wheat. With 
the falling price of wheat in Great Britain we are to seek cheaper trans- 
portation to the Old World and not dearer. In November last wheat 
was selling in the city of Liverpool within half a cent of the market 
price in the city of Chicago. 

We have produced in the United States vast quantities of corn; we 
have sent that corn from Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, and Kansas to 
the East, either to be fed to their stock or to the people; and we have 
shipped]it abroad. It is a great crop; nearly 2,000,000,000 bushels; 
it can not be used in the, country where it is raised. Iowa raises 
250,000,000 bushels of corn in a year. It must seek in some form a 
foreign market, either in the shape of alcohol or in the shape of meats 
or as human food or as food for the stock of Great Britain or some other 
portion of the world. We have had practically up to this hour no com- 
petitor in the production of corn. To-day there appears a competitor 
of the corn-raisers of the Northwest. India, until recently nota raiser 
of wheat, until recently raising no corn or wheat, has commenced to 
plant and has planted this year vast fields of corn. 

We are not only coming in competition with India as a wheat-raiser 
or she coming in competition with us, but also as the raiser of corn and 
as the raiser of cotton. All these things indicate that to the seaboard 
from the extreme West you have got to have cheap freights, and if you 
do not you will lose your export trade, and that means simply a con- 
dition of affairs such as we have seen heretofore when we were steadily 
running in debt to foreign countries, buying what we could not pay for 
and sending abroad our bonds and other evidences of indebtedness. 

I said a few moments since that it was not a question of Chicago or 
New York; it was a question of all the competing points that I have 
mentioned. It is a question that interests the people of all parts of 
the country, for competition at Atlanta, in Georgia, is competition to 
all the people who live in that region of country as much as it is at 
Peoria, as much as it is at Chicago or any other city. All the people 
thereabouts are benefited by it. 

You propose by this short-haul provision, as I understand it, to ~~ 
to the railroad companies, ‘Fix your price from all these points, and 
then your intermediate prices must be of the same character.’’ I know, 
of course, that this provision does not say absolutely, ‘‘ You shall 
correspondingly as cheap from Columbusas you do from Chicago;’’ but 
I know the principle is the same, and the very same argument can 
be made why they should carry it mile pro rata, save and except, 
perhaps, some question of terminal facilities, and the same argument 
can be made why they should not be allowed to carry it as they see fit. 

All that this commission ought to inquire, if left with full control of 
this, is, is the rate from Columbus, Ohio, to New York a reasonable 
rate, not is it too cheap from Chicago? I want to repeat again that I 
deny the assertion I heard made on the other side of the floor to-day— 
and I have heard it on this—that necessarily beca1se the railroads took 
freight from Chicago at half the price they took it from Columbus, they 
lost on the Chicago freight, or that it was an extortionate charge from | d 
Columbus. For the reasons I have stated a railroad company has a 
right to say, ‘‘ I will do business from a certain guinbveith = gue lem 
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-rate of more than 6,000 miles per year, and at a cost of near $500,000,000; so that 


1886. 





Why should you destroy the people of the intermediate territory by 
imposing upon them the entire cost of transporting the productions of 
countries at the terminal points? Andifyoudo notallow them to trans- 
port their entire productions at the cost of the intermediate people, why 
should allow them to saddle on the latter an improper and unjust 
proportion of the cost? You must approximate it with some degree of 

iety; and the question presented in this amendment is whether 
the entire cost of the transportation of the productions of extreme ter- 
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minal points shall be imposed by anything, whether by law or compe- | 


tition, or any other wise, upon another and a different community. 

If we say, as has been said in this argument, that railroads are built 
for the convenience of the local trade, and that their charges are to be 
borne by those people for their own local convenience, and admit that 
to be true, why shall it be said that they shall be charged the entire 
cost, or any unreasonable proportion of the cost, of that business which 
it may be expedient for them todo atother and distant places by reason 
of new connections? I can not see that there is anything in this propo- 
sition but the simple question of adjusting charges with some degree 
of equity. Admitting the whole argument that theextreme terminal 
points must be provided for, that the foreign commerce of the coufitry 
must be regarded and such rates imposed as will allow through trade, and 
that there is a difference between the rates for through trade and local 
trade, there must be some reasonable proportion of it, some mode of 
justice, some besides the mere arbitrary imposition of rates with- 
out reference to the interest of the communities who are to pay those 
rates. ° 

But what then? You may destroy the entire interest of the interme- 
diate country, you may place them at adisadvantage in respect to their 
productions and their market rates by leaving them entirely in the 
power of an arbitrary rate fixed without reference to the cost and the 
value of their productions in the market by reason of an unreasonable 
cost of tion imposed uponthem. That, I understand, is the 
evil to be remedied in the amendment of the Senator from West 
Vi It is that these people shall not be discriminated against in 
the sale of their productions by being required to bear an unjust and 
unfair proportion of the cost of transportation, which must be taken 
from the market value of their productions. 

Mr. President, I hold in my hand a little manual, a report of a rail- 
road commission, by John H. Savage, of Tennessee, from which I will 


é 


The railroad is a stranger andanew-comer among men. Fifty-five years ago 


there were neither railroads nor railroad laws. There is nothing in the world's 
history like the and progress of railroad building, investment, and 
power. Railroads have worked greater changes in the affairs of men in forty 


years than the bloody work of conquerors ever effected in many centuries. They 

now exist in all ons where wealth and intelligence are found. In Europe 

all are under the control of law, and many are owned and operated by 

Se uries, if allowed, will me th is heeds ke they 

i y them, , AT ike the charge o 

Pidcttoten, who inflicted bloody wounds upon himself and charged 

| with having done it,and the people therefore gave him a guard 
of so! which he used to enslave them. 

It is estimated that there are more miles of railway in the United States than 

There are about two thousand five hundred of these 

Poor’s Railroad Manual estimates the total length of all railroads in 

the United States, in 1884, at 149,183 miles, and railroad building progressing at the 
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before the end of this year there will be eno railroad track to go around the 

world six times and more. The total value of these roads is $7,495,471,311, equal 

maogert and money of fifty millions of people. 

These roads tax the people ann or transportation $823,772,921, and divide 
ieaastves after paying all expenses. 


: 
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The United States has a commissioner to supervise the railroads in- 
The commissioner,in his report for 1883, reports in 
reference to of the States as well as of Congress. He recom- 


for the regulation of commerce between the States 
and State regulation for commerce within a State. He 


teen thousand persons employed by these corporations in 
operating and building railroads. Of these (see pages 17, 145-54) “ fourteen bun- 


dred thousand persons are employed in operating these roads,and probably 


upon construction of new lines.” 
It is estimated that has given favored corporations about 200,000,000 
acres of the publiclands. The report aforesaid (page 49) shows that the North- 


ern Pacific (of which Jay Cooke and Henry Villard were builders) received 
So gag of may ag ene high as $30 per acre 
ave price ng $4.02 per acre; making 
$12,918,858 given this one railroad which sum is about fifteen millions more 
: all the taxable property assessed in Tennessee. 
* x = a . . 
It is estimated that the of Tennessee pay railroads annually more than 
$6 for each San wenn ook aid. and pay the State for taxes less than $1 per 
The railroad saves time and furnishes great facilities for commerce and 
vel, but col from the people vast sums, transcending all collections in 
past history of this country. The ee ee thing—and so would 
emperor or king with a court ruled by discriminations and favorites to 
some and and sue eee and joe nog Americans 
neither court, nor corporation t not under the contro! of law as 
absolutely mote rete citizen. 
PACTS WORTHY TO BE NOTED BY THE PATRIOT, STATESMAN, AND READER OF 
HISTORY. 


1, The 1.800, 000 employ és are almost absolutely under the control of railroad 


as an army. 
are six times more than Napoleon was able to command when 
of crowns and kingdoms and made all Europe tremble 


pameheus forty times more than any army commanded by Alexander, 


Eareenena st0.anld to be controlled, and 1 great part ed, by 
a dozen—headed by Vanderbilt, Gould, onticalam, a 
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| and expensive luxury. 


5. The annual investment of $500,000,000 in railroad building exceeds invest- 
ments in any other business, and shows that railroad building isthe most profit 
able business in America. Capitalists are not fools and do not throw money 
away; they put it where it will do most good. 

6. The amount invested—the appropriation of hundreds of millions of the 
public domain, once the common property of all the people—the 400,000 men 
now engaged in building railroads, show that railroad building is progressing 
as rapidly as the general welfare demands. 

7. ‘The merchants of Liverpool built the first railroad in 1890 from Liverpool 
to Manchester, which the Parliament of England had refused to build. 

8. Capitalists and business men will build railroads to all points where the 
trade and commerce of a people make them necessary, and 









not an exhaustiy 


% Itis unwise and unjust to build railroads by the issuance of bonds or by 
taxation levied upon the people, because in all instances of this kind the pe 
ple pay for the roads and speculators and railroad officials soon own them 

10. It is estimated that $700,000,000 worth of lumber is cut from Ar 


rerican 
forests annually. The railroads get the lion’s share of this sum r 


his process 
will leave but little valuable timber for the next generation. 
ll. The railroad is called a civilizer. It is certainly acentralizer. It build 


up centers at the expense of the circumference. Roman armies made the prov 
inces tributary to the city. Railroads, by rebates, discriminations, special rates 
greater charges for short hauls than for longer ones, concentrate commerce 
basiness, wealth, and population at favored points 

These facts are not suggested in hostility to railroads, but that proper legis 
ation may be enacted to prevent these wrongs by the roads, so far as practica 
le. 

The Committee on Interstate Commerce, of which the Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. CuLLom] is the chairman, say in their report on page 
199: 

It is well understood in commercial cireles that the Standard Oil Company 


brooks no competition; that its settled policy and firm determination are to 
erush out all who may be rash enough to enter the field against it; t! 


ls 
b 


hat it hes 
tates at nothing in the accomplishment of this purpose, in which it has been re- 
markably successful, and that it fitly represents the acme and perfection of co 
porate greed in its fullest development. A recent public exposition of its 
methods comes from Ohio, where the corporation operates the Macksburg Pipe 
Line, which carries oil to the Cleveland and Marictta Railroad. This road is 
the hands of a receiver appoinied by the United States cireuit court 

Complaint having been made to Judge Baxter of that court, he investigated 
the rates charged for the transportation of oil by the receiver,which resulted in 
his prompt removal by the court, It was found that while the receiver was 
charging all independent shippers 35 cents per barre], the rate to the pipe lit 
in question was but 10 cents per barrel. It appeared thatthe Standard Oil Com- 
pany owned the pipes through which oil is conveyed to the road from wells 
owned by individuals, with the exception of certain pipes owned and used by 
George Rice and carrying oil from his wells. To get rid of thiscompetie mn th: 
assistance of the receiver was sought and obtained. The company offered to 
give the railroad $3,000 worth of business each month, while Rice could give 
but $300 worth. If its demands were not complied with it threatened to ex 
tend its pipe line from Macksburg tothe river at Marietta. What those de- 
mands were was stated as follows in a letter filed by the receiver as part of his 
defense 

“The Standard Oil Company threatens to store and afterward pipe all oils 
under its control unless you make the following arrangements, namely: You 
shall make a uniform rate of 3 cents per barrel for all persons excepting the 
Standard Oil Company; you shall charge them 10 cents per barrel for their oil, 
and also pay them 2} cents per barre! out of the 5 cents collected of other ship 
pers.” , 

No comment is needed upon this most impudent and outrageous proposition 
If matters have reached such a pass that this enormously wealthy corporation, 
not content with the advantage of paying less than 30 per cent. of the rates 
charged its occasional competitors, is in a position todemand of a railroad which 
may desire the privilege of carrying oil for others 70 per cent. of the revenue re- 
ceived in that way. the least that Congress can do is to insist upon publicity of 
rates,and make effective provision for letting in the full light of day upon ar- 
rangements of this character. 


n 


I will also read a few extracts from some of the most important wit- 
nesses who appeared before the Interstate Commerce Committee. Said 
Mr. Simon Sterne, on page 78 of that report: 


UNIFORMITY OF ACCOUNTS. 


The next question is, “* Should corporations engaged in interstate commerce 
be required to adopt a uniform system of accounts? Upon that point my an- 
swer is emphatically in the affirmative. The Government owes this small ele- 
ment of protection against fraudto the investing public. Thesystem of railway 
accounts has been a mystery eventorailway accountants; thatistosay,a Penn 
sylvania railway accountant was, until recently, absolutely in the dark as to how 
the New York Central kept its accounts. The Reading’s accountant could not 
tell how the Jersey Central kept its books. 

The books of each railway company were a sealed mystery to all save the 
head of its book-keeping department. Each particular road had its own sys- 
tem of accounts. Indeed, it wastestified before a railway committee that some 
$700,000 expended during one particular year by the Erie Railway as a corrup- 
tion fund and for lega! expenses was carried to the India-rubber account, and 
thus found its way into the construction account. So that part of the constrac- 
tion account of some of these railways is what they expend annually upon leg- 
islative committees, or in influencing or preventing legislation, and in the law 
courts. 

The New York Central Railway Company in 1869 doubled its stock, watered 
its stock by 50 per cent., on theamalgamation or consolidation of the New Yor! 
Central and Hudson River roads, issuing two doilars for one of the entire stock 
of these several companies. They had, therefore, after this consolidation, a 
stock account which was out of all harmony with their construction a« 
and for ten years following, cvery year varying, from 3 to8 per cent. of 
water was artificially carried into the construction account, so that « tually 
the construction account and the capital account balanced ; and tl : is there- 
fore a construction account wholly fictitious as to a trifle of $40,000,000 or there- 
abouts in the New York Central books. 

As asystem of book-keeping it had to balance, and therefore the balance was 
forced by carrying some years 3, some 5, and some 8 per cent. of this waterinto 
the construction account, as though so much construction had been carried on 
that year, and eventually the two accounts balanced. In the same way the bal- 
ances were forced in the Erie Railway Company when Mr. Gould took $40,000,- 
000 of the stock of the Erie Railway Company out of its books, sold it on the 
street, and appropriated the money to his own use, and there was not a dollar's 
worth of construction to represent it, and when a reorganization took place the 
balance of the Erie Railway Company was forced to meet that violence done to 
the stock account. So that in some of these railway corporations their system 
of keeping accounts is a mystery to everybody outside of the corporation. 
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I now read from Mr. E. B. Thurber’s statement: 


EXCESSIVE CAPITALIZATION, 

A good illustration of how excessive capitalization operates as a mor’ upon 
the industry of the country and as a machinery for concentrating wealth in few 
hands wherever the power exists to impose rates for transportation which will 
yield dividends on watered stock, is found in the following table, showing what 
the dividends have amounted to (with interest compounded annually) on the $47,- 
000,000 of watered stock put into the New York Central and Hudson River Rail- 
road in 1867-68 by the Vanderbilt management; 


Watered stock issued in 1867 and 1868 by the New York Central and Hudson River 
Railroad, $47,000,000. ; 
Diyident on this watered stock at 8 per cent. for the year 1869, $3,760,000 

(1869). 

Interest on 1869 dividend at 7 per cent., $263,000; with 1870 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$7,783,000 (1870). 

interest on $7,783,000 at 7 per cent., $544,000; with 1871 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$12,087,000 (1871). ; 

Interest on $12,087,000 at 7 per cent., $846,000; with 1872 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$16,693,000 (1872). 

Interest on $16,693,000 at 7 per cent., $1,168,000; with 1873 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$21,621,000 (1873). 

Interest on $21,621,000 at 7 per cent., $1,513,000; with 1874 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$26,894,000 (1874). 

Interest on $26,894,000 at 7 per cent., $1,882,000; with 1875 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$32,536,000 (1875). 

Interest on $32,536,000 at 7 per cent., $2,777,000; with 1876 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$38,573,000 (1876). 

Interest on $38,573,000 at 7 per cent., $2,700,000; with 1877 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$45,033,000 (1877). 

Interest on $45,033,000 at 7 per cent., $3,152,000; with 1878 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$51,945,000 (1878). 

Interest on $51,945,000 at 7 per cent., $3,636,000; with 1879 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$59,341,000 (1879). 

Interest on $59,341,000 at 7 per cent., $4,153,000; with 1880 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$67,254,000 (1880). 

Interest on $67,254,000 at 6 per cent., $4,035,000; with 1881 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$75,049,000 (1881). 

Interest on $75,049,000 at 6 per cent., $4,502,000; with 1882 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$83,311,000 (1882). 

Interest on $83,311,000 at 6 per cent., 4,998,000; with 1883 dividend, $3,760,000, 
$92,070,000 (1883), . 

Interest on $92,070,000 at 6 per cent., $5,524,000; with 1884 dividend, *$2,820,000, 
$100,414,000 (1884). 


VANDERBILT RICHER, THE PEOPLE POORER, FROM STOCK-WATERING. 

In other words, if the capital had been maintained at the amount then out- 
standing, and the rates of transportation had been reduced to a point which 
would only have yielded the same dividends upon the capital then —s 
(which, by the way, had been previously largely watered), the public woul 
have been about $100,000,000 richer, and Mr. Vanderbilt and his associates $100,- 
000,000 poorer. 





ENORMOUS ACCUMULATIONS OF WEALTH. 


Never in the history of the world have we seen such enormous accumulations 
of wealth suddenly acquired by any class as we have seen in this country dur- 
ing the last quarter of a century through the carrier thus taxing all other classes 
in the community. 


PERSONAL ILLUSTRATIONS, 


Within twenty-five years the Vanderbilt estate has grown from $5,000,000 to 
over $200,000,000, Within the same time the Central Pacific _——- have, it is 
estimated, extorted from the public more than $250,000,000. Twenty-five years 
ago Jay Gould was not rated even as a single millionaire; within two years he 
exhibited to an admi group of Wall street friends railroad securities, vari- 
ously estimated, worth $50,000,000 to $75,000,000, and it was announced that 
this was only a portion of his gains. 

The men connected with our transportation system who are rated at $10,000,000 
and upwards are too numerous to mention, and by far the greater portion of 
this has been accumulated within twenty years. et railroad men when con- 
fronted with these facts meet them with the assertion that rates are reasonable, 
that the transportation of this country is done than any other country 
in the world, and that a majority of all the rail of the country are unre- 
munerative to their owners. It is true that wherever water competition pre- 


vails rates are reasonable, and fortunately for the people of the United States 
a large portion of our country is thus favored. 
a ~ w a ie * a 


EXTENT OF STOCK WATERING. 


The CHAIRMAN. Have you any intimate or definite information in reference 
to the amount of watered stock in railroads and things of that nature? 

Mr. Tuvureer. No, sir; Ido not think anybody has in particular. I heard 
Mr. Poor's estimate. I know there are so many instances where that is so very 
much short ofthe mark that itisabsurd. I think hesaid thatthe New York Cen- 
tral wasabouthalfwater. Why, the New York Central had been watered three 
times prior to 1867-68, and at time they doubled it. They put forty-seven 
millions of water into the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad in 
1867-68, and they paid 8 per cent. dividends on that forty-seven millions until 
last year, which was the first year they oneees their dividends down. 

I think last year they paid 6 per cent., and I guess they have now got down to 
4. 1 know I have figured up what the dividends on that water amounted 
to in thirteen years with interest compounded annually. It was $81,000,000, I 
think that that is a pretty indication of where one-hundred-millionaires 
were made. That was for thirteen years on the watered stock of that road. I 
think I have a tabular statement of it here, if Iam not mistaken. It was only 
=a oe to 1881. In 1881 it was $75,049,000; and the next year, 1882, put it over 


Mr. William F. King said: 


The great drawback to our railroad qyem is the attempt to pay interest on 
its enormous capitalization, Of course Iam not as ex as Mr. Fink in 
these matters. But say a railroad in the W: or anywhere in the conan, 
cost $12,000 a mile to build. They stock it for a mile, and $25,000 of 

oxo tpened, ond they may gut 6: seleane Cann t in addition, and yet, before 
they have finished the , it is bankru West Shore road cost a large 
amount of money, and before it was fin 





*In 1884 the rato of dividend was reduced to 6 per cent., which on the $47,- 
000,000 of water amounts to but $2,820,000, instead of $3,760,000, which is the 
amount at the rate of 8 per cent. 
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May 12, 


Said Mr. John O’Donnell, a member of the board of railroad com- 
missioners of the State of New York: 

Mr. O’Dorwe.u. I will read what is stated in Poor’s Manual for 1884, pages 
3 and 4, on that subject : 

“The increase of share oo and indebtedness of all the companies for three 
years ending December 31, 1883, was $2,093,433,054, the cost of the new mileage, 
as represented by share capital and debt, being about $70,000 per mile. The in- 
crease in the three years of the funded debts of all the companies was $924 - 
165,440 ; of their floating debts, $169,880,406; of the two, $1,094,045,846. It is not 
probable that the cost of the mileage constructed in the three years equaled 
the increase of funded and floating debts by at least the sum of $200,000,000. 
The cost of mileage constructed certainly did not exceed $30,000 to the mile. 
The whole increase of the share capital, $999,387,208, and a portion of the funded 
debt, was in excess of cost of construction. If it assumed that the cost in 
money of all the roads in operation in the United States in 1883 did not excced, 
as it certainly did not,the amount of their funded and floating debts $3,787 ,- 
410,728, the actual investment was a most profitable one. The net earnings for 
the year were $336,911,884, a sum equaling about 9 per cent. on their cost. If the 
fictitious capital could be eliminated from their accounts their success as invest- 
ments would have no parallel.” 


I now quote from an article entitled The Manchester Ship Canal, 
published in the Westminster Review for July, 1885: 

Aljhough the legislature had conferred no monopoly upon railway compa- 
nies, it was found that they were creating a practical monopoly for themselves 
They were combining with one another, and were becoming a great power in 
the state—so great a power, indeed, that one well-known authority had said. 
“If the state will not manage the ratlways the railways will man the state.”’ 
But the management, or “ regulation,” to use the statutory word, of railways 
was a matter of very great difficulty—of such difficulty, indeed, that up to the 
present time, although Parliament has been trying her “ ’prentice hand ” at the 
regulation of railways for the last thirty years, it has not yet found out any ex- 
cellent method of doing so. It tried and abandoned Lord Dalhousie’s com- 
mission, It tried and abandoned the courts of law ; and it is now, at consider- 
able cost and without producing much satisfaction, experimenting with the 
railway commissioners. 

Mr. President, here is a vast and controlling interest which ought to 
be protected, which ought to be dealt fairly with by the laws which we 
enact; for certainly there should be reasonable compensation allowed 
and reasonable profit to those who may invest their money in these 
great corporations. But that the people who live in much the larger 
portion of the territory of this country, that by far the larger portion 
of the producers and the manufacturers of the United States who live 
at intermediate points should be protected against an unfair imposition 
of transportation rates which may disadvantage them in the markets 
of the world, is the most manifest proposition and the most important 
duty which now rests upon us. The committce in this bill have pro- 
vided simply that there shall be no discrimination in this one respect, 
that there shall be no greater charge for a shorter than for a longer dis- 
tance by these lines. 

The amendment of the Senator from West Virginia only goes to that 
extent with a limitation; and when you strike out ‘‘the original point 
of departure ’’ it leaves that to apply to the roads in general, and that 
I think is exactly where we ought to stand without any amendment 
which may limit it, which may render it doubtiul, which may deprive 
it of its full effect in protecting the intermediate points, to that extent 
at least that there shall not be a greater compensation for a shorter dis- 
tance than for a longer one. If we try that and find we can go fur- 


-ther, certainly the interests of the country will demand it. 


The amendment of the Senator from Vermont seems to be difficult to 
understand as to its precise effect on the great body of interstate com- 
merce, which necessarily comes from intermediate and not from termi- 
nal points. It proposes to make the law read that all freight ‘‘ from 
the same original point of departure or to the same point of arrival shall 
not pay a greater amount for ashorter than for a longer distance.’’ To 
me the effect of this seems to be nearly if not exactly the same 
as the amendment of the Senator from West Virginia. There can not 
be, I think, a pound of freight on any railroad anywhere which does not 
depart from the same original place of departure or arrive at the san 
place of arrival. 

Every station on every railroad is the same original place of depart- 
ure and the same place of arrival for all the freight which departs from 
or arrives at that station, and the sum total of all places where freight 
is received and from which it is forwarded must embrace the total of tlic 
road’s business; and the amendment of the Senator from Vermont ex- 
pressly says that both for freight from the same original point of de- 
parture and the same place of arrival there shall be no greater charge 
for the shorter distance than for the longer; but I prefer the amend- 
ment of the Senator from West Virginia, because it is more easily un- 
derstood. 

J mom Cooley, a distinguished man and a thoughtful observer, makes 
owing statement on the subject of railroad legislation: 

I shall venture to say, also, that there are in the country two distinct and very 
dissimilar classes of railroad men, one of which would the roads so as 
to make them legitimately useful to both the stockholders and the public, whic 
the other embraces men who find their profit in the manipulation of stocks, 
whether at the stock board or elsewhere. The two characters may of mee be 
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hose loaded. But the man who finds his profit in “systems into ruin 
eons Wises the stockholder and the public are alike sufferers, may feel little 
or no interest in better management than now exists. 


The injury inflicted on the country by such men can not be esti- 
They should be regarded as the enemies of the people. 

Mr. President, before concluding my remarks I will call the atten- 

tion of the Senate to the following observations of the committee on a 
subject of great importance which claims careful consideration: 


FICTITIOUS CAPITALIZATION. 


vi the vai methods of railroad manage- 
a one which Is especialy condplouous n connection with the construc- 
tion of unnecessary roads fictitious capitalization, popularly known as stock- 
watering. This pernicious ice unquestionably done more to create 
and keep alive a popular feeling of hostility against the railroads of the United 
States than any other one cause. It has been the favorite device adopted to il- 
legitimately increase the its of these corporations and their speculative ma- 
n and has been made use of to cover up and conceal from the knowl- 
of the public the returns really rceeived from the capital actually invested. 
It extravagance and corruption ; has been made the means of 
swindling innocent investors out of millions of dollars; has promoted stock 
bling, and, worst of all, has imposed a serious and contisuous illegitimate 
| upon commerce. In the words of Mr. F. B. Thurber, “ Excessive capi- 
as a mortgage upon the industry of the country,and as a 
‘or concentrating wealth in few hands wherever the power exists to 
im’ rates for which will yield dividends on watered stock.”’ 
reference to the statement of Mr. Poor (testimony, page 228), the extent to 
which this vicious ce has been indulged in will be better understood. 
Mr. Poor estimates of the capital stock, bonds, and other evidences of in- 
debtedness issued by the railroads of the United States, amounting in the ag- 
at the close of 1883 to $7,495,471,311, at least $2,000,000,000 represents what 
known as “ watered stock.’ rs have pronounced this estimate too low; 
and attention is invited to the statements of Messrs. Poor, Sterne (page 79), 
Thurber (pages 274 and 295), O’ Donnell (page 46), King (page 130), for illustra- 
tions of the effects of this practice. ; ss 
As the committee is not prepared to suggest any method by which Congress 
ean directly —— such financial operations on the part of railroads chartered 
by the is only deemed necesary at this time to call attention to the need 
State legislation calculated to effectively check such speculative transactions. 


Mr. CULLOM. Mr. President, I think it is pretty evident that every 
Senator on this floor has made up his mind on this question. I hope 
we shall have a vote on the amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to say a word about the particular ques- 
tion which is pending before the Senate. _The paragraph that I propose 
to amend is a part of the bill. The question is whether we will make 

and complete before we vote upon the question 
of striking it out. That is the pending question, and no other. 

As the now stands as part of the bill—and we do not yet 
know that it out—it nierely provides for equality and security 
in respect of oaents who are bringing things into the State of Ohio 
from some common t outside of it. If my amendment be adopted 
it will provide for farmer and the manufacturer of Ohio—I take 
that for an illustration as the center of the country—as well as for the 
farmer and manufacturer of California east of San Francisco, the ex- 
treme western point, who wishes to send his goods to a common point 
of arrival; that is, one of the great markets. If that is not just, if it 
is not to the protection of the farmer and the home man- 
ufacturer who wishes to send his goods out, then I am incapable of 
understanding the effect of the English language or the effeet and ap- 
plication of just principles to rtation. 

When we come to the other and the broader question of intermediate 
traffic from one local a to another, it will secure against excessive 
charges even then. it if yon strike it all out, there is danger, as has 
that in respect of transporting the great prod- 
of est, the wheat, the corn, the pork, the bacon, the beef, 
all that, to the Atlantic seaboard or to the Pacific seaboard for ex- 
portation, you have reduced them to a point where the rate must be put 
up to the local rate or the local rate put down to a point where it will 
not pay as a local rate, and thus break up this exporting business alto- 


g 


to send their gs to New York or to Chicago or 
to any of these great markets, and against their being obliged to pay 
more than they would have to pay if they sent them one hundred ora 
thousand miles west or east to start to go to the point of destination. 
Thatis the point of my amendment, and as long as this paragraph is in 
the bill the question is—and we can not avoid it—whether it can not be 
perfected by providing for the point of arrival as well as that of com- 


the amendment of the Senator from Vermont shall 
be 10, this principl ‘x — in oo of the Whole 
shall be agreed e of limiting the right to charge more 
for the short than the long haul applies all along the line; but if his 
amendment be adopted and the amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole shall not be adopted, then a very different rule wil! prevail and 
the will near of along the line. I shall therefore vote 

Senator from Vermont and for the amend- 
ment made in Committee of the Whole. 


3 
F 
: 
a 
. 


Mr. GEORGE. I wishtoaskaquestion. If the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Vermont should be adopted how will it affect the 
words proposed to be stricken out by the Senator from West Virginia ? 
We first vote to put theamendment in, and how are those of us who think 
the amendment of the Senator from West Virginia is better than the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont to get rid of this amendment 
after it is put in? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The question then recurs, if my amendment be 
agreed to, on striking out the whole paragraph including what now is 
in the text and including mife, so that it is a perfectly fair way. 

Mr. HARRIS. The question will be on agreeing to the amendment 
of the committee as amended. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘That is it. 

Mr. ALLISON. We can vote this amendment in, and then vote to 
strike it out. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘Together with the other one. 

Mr. GEORGE. I think the amendment of the Senator from Ver- 
mont improves the bill as it now stands, but I prefer the amendment 
of the Senator from West Virginia. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You can do that by then voting to concur with 
the committee in striking out the clause. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs] to the amendment made 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to say that if we vote for theamendment of 
the Senator from Vermont, those of us who prefer the bill as amended 
in committee can not afford afterward to vote against agreeing to the 
amendment made in committee. I am in favor of sustaining the 
amendment made in committee, striking out those words that confine 
the application of this rule to shipments made from the common point 
of departure. Hence I simply wanted the Senator from Mississippi and 
Others to understand that the vote on the amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont would not enable us to defeat his general idea by then 
voting against the whole amendment as made in committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why not? 

Mr. HARRIS. Because I do not want to strip the bill of the amend- 
ment made in committee; I am for that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But you do not strip it of it; you then vote to 
concur in the amendment made in Committee of the Whole as amended. 

Mr. HARRIS. Exactly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then you strike it out, but you do not know yet 
that you can do that; and you want therefore, if you can not do it, to per- 
fect the paragraph and make it as good as you can, and then if it is not 
as good as you want strike it out. . 

Mr. HARRIS. Itisanamendmentstrikingout. Iconcedethe point. 
I was in error. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GEORGE (when his name was called). On this amendment I 
am paired with the Senator from Maine [Mr. FrYer]. 

Mr. GORMAN (when his name was called). On this amendment I 
am paired with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. DoLPH]. He was called 
from the Chamber temporarily. I should vote ‘‘nay ’’ and he would vote 
**yea”’? on this amendment. I have, however, transferred the pair to 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. RIDDLEBERGER], and therefore vote 
‘ nay.”’ 

Mr. McPHERSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER]. I do not know how he 
would vote. 

Mr. MANDERSON (when his name was called). I would, if priv- 
ileged to vote, vote ‘‘yea’’ on this amendment, but Iam paired with 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN]. I donot know how he 
would vote. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon (when his name was called). On all 
questions concerning the fourth section Iam paired with the Senator from 
South Caroling [Mr. HAmpron]. I do not know how he would vote. 
I should vote ‘‘ yea’’ on this amendment. 

Mr. STANFORD (when his name was called). Iam paired with my 
colleague [Mr. HEARST]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. PALMER. My colleague [ Mr. Concer], if he were here, would 
vote ‘‘nay’’ on this question. 1 think he is paired with the Senator 
from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON ]. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. DolI understand that the Senator’s colleague 
would vote‘ nay?”’ 

Mr. PALMER. He would vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. McPHERSON. Understanding that the Senator from Michigan 
[Mr. Concrr] would vote ‘‘nay”’ on this question, I vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. FRYE. I am paired with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
GEORGE]. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. DAWEs] 
was called away. Iam paired with him. He would vote “‘yea’”’ and 
I should vote ‘‘ nay”’ on this proposition. 

Mr. HOAR. My colleague [Mr. Dawes] is absent in the discharge 
of his duty as a member of a committee of the Senate. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GeorGe] is now in, 
and therefore I vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 
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The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—2. 
Allison , Edmunds, I n. Sabin, 
Blair, Evarts, illan Sawyer, 
Bowen Frye, Milier, Te be 
Brown, Hawley, Morrill, Van Wyck, 
Chace Hoar, Palmer Wilson of Iowa. 
Cullom, Ingalls, Piatt 

NAYS—2 
Berry, Pair, Maxey, Sherman, 
Call, George Morgan, Vance, 
Camden, Gorman, Payne, Vest, 
Coke, Harris, Pugh, Walthall, 
Colquitt, Kenna, Ransom, f° 
Eustis, McPherson, Saulsbary, Wilson of Md. 

ABSENT—29. 
Aldrich, Dolph. Jones of Florida, Riddleberger, 
i ce Gibson, Jones of Nevada, Sranete 
ackburn, Gray, , 

Butler, Hale, Manderson, Stanford, 
Cameron, Hampton, Mitchell ofCreg., Voorhees. 
Cockrell, Harrison, Mitchell of Pa., 
Conger, Hearst, Pike, 
Dawes, Jones of Arkansas, Plumb, 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on concurring 
in the amendment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BLAIR. Is that the question necessarily now? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. BLAIR. I desired to offer an amendment to the section before 
that was acted upon. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is notin orde. now. The ques- 
tion is on concurring in the amendment made as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the amendment be reported, so that we may 
vote understandingly. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. In section 4, line 6, after the word “‘direction,’’ 
‘he Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, agreed to strike out the 
words: 

And from the same original point of departure. , 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will call the roll on 
roneurring in this ment. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. PLATT (when Mr. CAMERON’sS name was called). The Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON] requested me to an- 
nounce that he is paired with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
BuTLER]. He did not state how he would vote on any of these amend- 
ments, but I wish to make the announcement of his pair for all the 
votes that may be taken on the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL (when his name was called). The Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. DAwEs] is still absent from the Senate Chamber, 
and I am paired with him. I should vote ‘‘yea’’ and he would vote 
a nay. ” 

Mr. PALMER (when Mr. Concer’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. ConGER] would vote ‘‘yea’’ on this question if he were 
present. Ido not knew whether he is atall. I think he is 
paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERson], but that 
Senator may vote the same way, and then my colleague 


pair. 

Mr. MANDERSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN]. If he were present, 
I should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon (when his name was called). I am 
paired with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Hampton]. If he 
were here, I should vote “‘ nay.’’ : . 

Mr. SABIN (when his name was called). I am requested to pair 
with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Comamn] on this question. I 
should vote ‘‘ nay’’ if I were not paired. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator from Michigan is paired with the Sena- 
tor from New Jersey [Mr. McPHErson]. 

Mr. SABIN. The Senator from New a vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator New Jersey has 
already voted. 

Mr. PALMER. I made the pair according to the request of my col- 
] e. He wishes to be paired, and I have paired He is for 
striking out the clause. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. TheSecretary will proceed with the 
call of the roll. 

The roll-call was resumed. 

Mr. STANFORD (when his name wascalled). Iam paired with my 
colleague [Mr. HEARST]. 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sena- 
tor from Kansas [Mr. PLumMB]). I should vote “‘ yea”’ if he were here. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. I am paired with the Senator from Indi- 
ana [Mr. HARRISON], who was called away from the city by business. 
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Not knowing how he would vote on this question, I withhold my vot. 
I should vote “ yea’’ if he were present. 

Mr. FRYE. My colleague [Mr. HAxr] is paired with the Senato: 
from Kentucky (Mr. Beck]. 

Mr. GORMAN. I desire to state again that the Senator from ©: 
gon [Mr. Dotrn] is paired with the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Ri: 
DLEBERGER]. The Senator from Oregon would vote “yea” on thi, 

ition. 

The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 24, as follows: 


YEAS—26. 
pay. me, aw. om man, 
> cor Be ’ organ, ance, 
Camden, Gorman, Morrill, Walthall, 
Coke, Gray, Payne, Whitthorne, 
Colquitt, Harris, Pugh, Wilson of Md. 
Edmunds, Kenna, Ransom, 
Eustis, McPherson, Saulsbury’, 
NAYS—24. 
Aldrich, Cullom, Jones of Nevada, Sawyer, 
Allison, Evarts, “i Sewell, 
Blair, Frye, Me n, : 
Bowen, Hawley, Miller, 
Brown, Hear, Palmer, Van Wyck, 
Chace, Ingalls, Piatt, Wilson of Iowa 
ABSENT—26. 
Beck, Dolph, Jones of Florida, Riddleberger, 
Blackburn, Gibson, Mahone, Sabin, 
Butler, Hale, Manderson, Stanford, 
Cameron, eaten, Mitchell of Oreg., Vest, 
. Ha . Mitchell of Pa., Voorhees 
Conger, Hearst, e, 
Dawes, Jones of Arkansas, Plumb, 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to amend the bill by i 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are other reserved amen- 
ments which are first in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I wish to give notice, if I may, that whe. 
I get the lawful opportunity, I shall move to insert in the bill, in thc 
place that is now made vacant, the words: 

And from the same original point of departure or to the same point of arriv' 


Mr. HOAR. I snggest that the amendments to be offered to tie 
fourth section be considered now instead of passing to other parts of th« 
bill and back to it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask unanimous consent to be authorized now, 
while we have this very subject up, to finish it out. 

The PRESIDENT . The Senator from Vermont asks tlic 
unanimous consent of the Senate that the question be taken on the 

t proposed by him. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, my amendment is to insert the words: 


pind trom the came original point of departure or to the same point o/ . 
val. 


‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated from 
the desk. 
The Cuter CLERK. In section 4, line 6, after the word “direction,” 


eo the same original point of departure or to the same point of a: 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And on that question I call for the yeas ai! 
nays. 

Mr. HARRIS. Is that amendment in order? We have just vot! 
upon both of those 

The PRESID pro tempore. The Chair is of opinion that it is in 


order. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It is clearly in order. My former amendme' 
was an amendment to an amendment. 
Mr. HARRIS. I shall not insist, but it is a matter of very servus 
The PRESIDENT tempore. The and de | 
pro yeas nays are demande! 
on the question of agreeing to the amendment of the Senator {1 
Vermont [Mr. Epwunps). 
ee een Tenney pemneeiod to call 
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Mr. STANFORD (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
my colleague (Mr. Heaxst] on all questions on the bill of a party 
character, and so I refrain from voting. 

The roll-call was concluded. — ; 

Mr. COCKRELL. Iam paired with the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Dawes]. If he were present, I should vote ‘‘ nay’’ and he 

vote “ yea.”’ 

Mr. HALE. I am paired with the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 


ae oie was afinounced—yeas 27, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—27. 
Alfric Edmunds, : Sawyer, 
—_ Evarts, Mekatian, Sewell, 
Blair Frye, Miller, Sew, 
Bowen Hawiey, Morrill, eller, 
Brown, Hoar, Platt, ao re, 
Chace Ingalls, t ilson owa. 
Cullom, Jones of Nevada, aoe 

NAYS—2. 
Berry Fair, McPherson, Sherman 
Call, George, Maxey, Vatuce, 
Camden, Gorman, Morgan, Vest, 
Coke, Gray, Payne, Walthall, 
Colquitt, Harris, Ransom, Whitthorne, 
Eustis, Kenna, Saulsbury, Wilson of Md. 

ABSENT—3. 

- Beck Dolph. Jones of Florida, Plumb, 
Blackburn, Gibson, b Riddleberger, 
hin , Mitchell of Oreg., Voorhe ~ 

, 9 oorhees. 
Cockrell,” eo Mitchell of Pa., 
Hearst, Palmer, 
Dawes, Jones of Arkansas, Pike, 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on concurring 
in the next reserved which will be stated. 


The Curer CieRrK. In section 4, line 7, after the word ‘‘ arrival,’’ 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole inserted the following words: 

But this shall not be construed as authorizing any common carrier within the 
terms of this act to charge and receive as great compensation for a shorter as 
for a longer distance. 

Mr. INGALLS. I wish to inquire what effect the amendment of- 
fered by the Senator from Iowa {| Mr. WILSON], which was agreed to 
as in Committee of the Whole, will have on the section; whether it will 
not be exactly the same as if we struck out the words ‘‘any greater,”’ 
i of section 4, and inserted ‘‘as great,’’ because if the effect of 
amendment offered by the Senator from Iowa is what I have sug- 
forbid the charge of as great a compensation, then it would 
a great deal simpler and better to omit the amendment offered by 

Senator from Iowa and the of line 2 so as to pre- 
the retention of two apparently conflicting and contradictory pro- 
in the same section. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The purpose of the amendment offered by 
me, and which is now was to negative the presumption that 
by authority of this bill, should it become a law, the carriers of this 
country would be authorized to charge as much fora short as for a long 
haul. That was the and I think it will be the effect. 


ri 
i 


[ 


addition. 

I suggest to the Senator from Illinois having charge 
of the bill that if the amendment is to be adopted it would be a great 
eee ee en eenmnnes sno Senate én the question of amend- 
ing line 2 by striking out the words ‘‘ any greater ’’ and inserting the 
words “‘ as ”” because if the amendment.of the Senator from Iowa 
is adopted it is the meaning then of the section that the common car- 
to charge as great compensation for a short 


Mr. CULLOM. I shall vote to non-concur in the amendment of the 
from Iowa. I think that is the better way to dispose of the 
I think the section with the words ‘any greater’’ 
in it, if the amendment is gotten rid of, is all right, and I hope we shall 
from Iowa. 


the better course for the Senator 
move to amend the 
of that kind to the 
defeat ees eeaat hier ky 
my if that be followed by 
amendment which is now suggested, then the bill will 
that the carriers may charge 2s much for 
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more for a short than for a longer haul raised any implication that a 
right was conveyed to charge as much for the short as for the long haul. 

Unless I am entirely mistaken in the effect of the bill no such impli- 
cation is raised, even if the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Iowa be not incorporated in the bill. No such implication was raised 
by the original language of the bill. It is simply a provision that a 
railroad shall not do a specific act, and that is to charge a greater com- 
pensation for a short than fora longer distance. That does not au- 
thorize the charging of as giuch for every short distance as is charged 
for the long distance. 

Nobody will pretend that under the bill a railroad company is au- 
thorized to charge as much for one mile as for a thousand miles. If 
my friend from Iowa should go into court and attempt to maintain any 
such construction as that, I apprehend that he would not find any suc- 
cess before any judge or any tribunal in the country. His proposition 
woukl be this: Under the bill as left by the committee the railroad 
company was authorized to charge as much for one mile as for a thou- 
sand miles, to put an extreme case. No court would say that there was 
any such implication in the bill or any such authority by implication. 
Therefore, in my judgment, this amendment is entirely unnecessary. 

But let us see if it avuids the implication. This is the language of 
the Senator’s amendment: 

But this shall not be construed as authorising any common carrier within the 
terms of this act to charge and receive as great compensation fer a shorter as 
for a longer distance. 

If there was an implication to be avoided as the bill stood, then the 
implication is that for the shorter distance you may charge as much to 
1 cent so that you fall below. If you fall below the charge for the 
long distance by even 1 cent, then on the reasoning of the Senator from 
Towa there would be authority for that. 

Upon these two grounds, first, that no such construction can be put 
on the bill as he assumes, that no court and no tribunal would put a 
construction on the bill as reported by the committee that it author- 
ized charging as much for a short distance as for a long distance; and for 
the second reason, that it does not avoid the implication which he seeks 
to avoid, I am opposed to this amendment. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The Senator from Connecticut will admit, 
doubtless, that there are many cases in which the carriers of the coun- 
try are charging as much and more fora shorter than a longer distance. 
Everybody knows that. There is no dispute about it. Now, it is pro- 
posed to declare by law that it shall be unlawful for common carriers 
to practice that under the terms of this bill which was not unlawful 
before; but when a case shall arise under the bill, if it shall become a 
law, wherein a carrier has charged as much for a short haul of 100 miles 
as for the long haul of 1,000 miles, his answer to complaint made would 
be that he has complied with the terms of the bill by not charging 
more. What I want to avoid is a statutory declaration that that thing 
may be dene, and leave it for the regulation of the commissioners under 
the general terms of the act. 

I donot doubt that under the provisions of the bill reserving to ship- 
pers the right to commence actions in their own behalf under the com- 
mon law with reference to carriers for extortions imposed upon them, 
in a case so commenced on the ground of extortion because a carrier 
had charged as much for 100 miles as for a thousand, answer made 
thereto in the State court that the charge was authorized by implica- 
tion of a law of Congress would determine thatcase in the State court 
and defeat the complainant therein. 

It is not an uncommon thing, I presume, certainly it has not been 
uncommon in my practice in years gone by, to test questions of that 
kind by action of replevin. Where extortionate charges have been im- 
posed and a reasonable amount tendered to and refused by the carrier, 
an action in replevin would be brought for the recovery of the goods 
withheld. Theonly question atissue in a caseof that kind was whether 
the charge was a reasonable one or not, and if it appeared that the 
amount tendered was reasonable for the service rendered, the plaintiff 
gained his case. But in such an instance as that, an answer being 
made under this law that by act of Congress, jurisdiction having been 
taken over the subject of interstate commerce, a rule was established 
from which comes the necessary implication that that extortionate 
charge may be mae, the action in the State court would fail, and the 
provision reserving to parties the right to bring their action there would 
be nugatory. 

Therefore I hope either the amendment I have proposed will be 
agreed to or the modification suggested by the Senator from Kansas 
and accepted by the Senator from Illinois. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on concurring in the 
amendment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendment was concurred in—ayes 27, noes not counted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next reserved amendment will 
be stated. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President—— 

- The PRESIDENT protempore. The next reserved amendment made 
as in Committee of the Whole is first in order. 

Mr. BLAIR. I think unanimous consent was given to close out the 
fourth section before proceeding further. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. According to the rules of the Sen- 
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ate the amendments made as in Committee of the Whole must first be 
acted on. 


Mr. BLAIR. I understood that unanimous consent wasgiven to dis- 


pose of section 4 now, in response to the request of the Senator from 
Vermont. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The request of the Senator from 
Vermont only extended to the amendment proposed by him. The 
next reserved amendment will be read. 

The CutEF CLERK. In section 5, line 26, the Senate, as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, inserted after the word ‘* provided ’’ the words: 


But nothing in this act shall prevent the principal officers of any railroad 
company or companies from exchanging passes or tickets with other railroad 
companios for their officers and employés. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next reserved amendment will 
be stated. 


The Cuter CLERK. The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
struck out section 13 of the bill and inserted in lieu thereof: 


Whenever ~- common carrier, as defined in and subject to the provisions of 
this act, shall violate or refuse or neglect to obey any lawful order or uire- 
ment of the commission in this act named it shall be the duty of the commission 
and lawful for any company or person interested in such order or requirement 
to apply in asummary way, by een to the circuit court of the United States 
sitting in equity in the judicial district in which the common carrier complained 
of has its principal office, or in which the violation or disobedience of such or- 
der or requirement shall n, alleging such violation or disobedience, as the 
case may be; and the said court shall have power to hear and determine the 
matter on such short notice to the common carrier complained of as the court 
shalldeem reasonable; and such notice may be served on such common car- 
rier, his or its officers, agents, or servants in such manner as the court shall di- 
rect; and said court ll proceed to hear and determine the matter speedily as 
a court of equity and without the formal pleadings and oem applicable 
to ordinary suits in equity, but in such manner as to do justicein premises ; 
and to this end such court shall have power, if it think fit, to direct and prose- 
cute in such mode and by such persons as it may int, all such inquiries as 
the court may think needful to enable it to form a just judgment in the matter 
of such petition; and on such hearing the report of said commission shall be 
prima facie evidence of the matters therein stated; and if it be made to appear 
to such court, on such hearing or on report of any such person or persons, that 
the lawful order or requirement of said comm drawn in question has been 
violated or disobeyed, it shall be lawful for such court to issue a writ of injunc- 
tion or interdict to restrain such common carrier from further continuing such 
violation or disobedience of such order or requirement of said commission, and 
enjoining obedience to the same; and in case of any disobedience of any such 
writ of injunction or interdict, it shall be lawful for such court to issue writs of 
attachment, or any other of said court incident or applicable to writs of 
injunction or interdict nst such common carrier, and if aco 6 
peter tee negenes onp ely wel enmpene nstany owner, 
lessee, receiver, or other n ling to oe writ of injunction or 
interdict ; said court may, if it shall think fit, e an order directing such 
common carrier or other person so disobeying such writ of injunction or inter- 
dict to pay such sum of money not exceeding for each carrier or person in de- 
fault the sum of $500 for every day after a day to be named in the order that such 

r or other person shall fail to inj or interdict; and such 
moneys shal! be payable as the court shall direct, either to the party complain- 
ing, or into the court to abide the ultimate decision of the court, or into the 
Treasury; and payment thereof may without prejudice to any other mode of 
recovering the same, be enforced by attachment cr order in the nature of a writ 
of execution, in like manner as if the same had been recovered by a final decree 
in personam in such court. When the subject in dispute shall be of the value of 
$2,000 or more, either to such proceeding before said court may appeal to 
the Supreme Court of the United States, under the same regulations now pro- 
vided by law in respect of security for such appeal; een nr ees 
operate to stay or supersede the order of the court or the e of any writ 
or process thereon; and such court may, in every such matter, order the pay- 
ment of such costs and counsel fees as shall be deemed reasonable. Whenever 
any such petition shall be filed or presented by the commission it shall be the 
duty of the district attorney, under the direction of the Attorney-General of the 
United States, to prosecute the same ; and the costs and expenses of such prose- 
cution shall be paid out of the app: for the expenses for the courts of 
the United States. For the purposes of this act, excepting its provisions, 
the circuit courts of the United States shall be deemed to be ways in session. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
Vest] announced his purpose to propose an amendment to the section, 
and therefore it was reserved. 

Mr. VEST. On page 3 of the amendment, commencing in line 59 
with the word ‘‘ but,’’ I move to strike out the words: 


But such appeal shall not operate to stay or supersede the order of the court 
or the execution of any writ or process thereon. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senatorfrom Missouri to the amendment made as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. VEST. AsI understand the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont it gives the right of appeal toeither the complain- 
ant or the defendant where the amount in controversy is $2,000. The 
amendment also provides that if any railroad corporation fails to ob- 
serve or obey the order that is made by the court, then the court may 
inflict a penalty, commencing at a certain time after a certain day, of 
$500 a day. Asa matter of course, in four days the railroad company 
could appeal tothe Su Court, because the amount in controversy 
would be $2,000. The amendment also provides that the court may 
order the amount of the penalty to be paid over to the complainant. 

In the first place, the amendment is extraordinary in granting an ap- 
peal and then providing in the language which I propose to out, 
that the ap shall not operate as a supersedeas after bond. In all 
other cases where the party who is defeated in the court below gives 
bond that operates as a stay of execution until the action of the appel- 
late tribunal. 


Let us look for a minute at the operation of this amendment. Any 
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person, whether responsible or irresponsible, solvent or insolvent, can 
file a complaint against a railroad corporation, and under the provis- 
ions of this amendment the court may find in favor of the complainant, 
may award this penalty of $500 a day and order it to be paid to the 
complainant. 

The only redress which the railroad company has is to file a bond 
which does not operate as a supersedeas, does not stay the execution 
and go to the Supreme Court. There is no provision to advance the 
case on the docket of the Supreme Court, and if itgakes the ordinary 
course of litigation it remains three years at least in the Supreme Court 
and $500 is accruing each day against the railroad company. The court 
below may issue an execution each day for the $500 and pay the money 
over, if the judge sees proper, to the insolvent person or corporation 
who is the complainant; and at the end of three years when the rail- 
road company may have gained the suit and it is found that really there 
was no basis for the complaint against it, it finds that its only remedy 
has been a declaration of law and the money has been paid over to an 
insolvent person, and is gone, and no redress is given to the company. 

If that is not the operation of the amendment, then I totally mis- 
conceive its whole scope and meaning. For that reason I moveto strike 
out the words which make the distinction between this case and any 
others in appeals, that the bond executed by the party that loses in the 
court below shall not operate to stay the execution. 

If the Senator from Vermont in offering the amendment meant simply 
to say that the injunction or “‘ interdict,’’ as it is termed here, should 
remain in force, that is one proposition; but I should be unwilling as 
a lawyer to give the power to any nisi prius tribunal, to any judge, to 
say that money should be paid over to any complainant without regard 
to his responsibility, and then that the execution should not be stayed 
even by a bond, and at the end of the litigation in the appellate court 
the party a pees find that the money has been collected and is gone. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think the Senator from Missouri slightly mis- 
apprehends the section as it stands which was on my motion substi- 
tuted for the former section 13 of the bill. It does not authorize any 
private person or private corporation to apply to a court against a rail- 
way for a general grievance or a ial grievance under the bill. It 
only provides for an application to the court in case of a disobedience 
of the order of the commissioners that has been made upon inquiry and 
upon hearing. That is what it does. The commissioners may apply, 
or the party aggrieved may apply, but he begins, and the only status 
that he has in the court except on its ordi common-law side like 
anybody else with security, is that he begins with the order of these 
commissioners under the bill to the railroad company to do something 
or to stop doing something that they believe to be in contravention of 
duty under this act. He comes in in thatattitude. Itmay beasmall 
shipper at Saint Louis or at San Francisco or wherever, who would 
stand no chance whatever in the battle of this life in the courts of law 
witha great railroad corporation, not because the judges and the juries 
wonld not do him justice but because by the law’s delay and the enor- 
mous expense of litigation he would be eaten up and dead and gone 
before he could come to the final solution and establishment of his 
rights. That would be hopeless, everybody knows. 

Therefore, this section provides that having appealed to the commis- 
sioners and they having heard the railroad company in t of the 
particular vance com of and made their order, they or he, 
the rail company to obey it may apply to the circuit court 
of the United States for the proper district, and that cireuit court having 
heard the parties and determined the matter and directed the company 
to obey that order, then if the company appeal, notwithstanding their 
appeal they shall continue toobey. Ifthey continue to disobey, appeal- 
ing or not appealing, then thecourt may compel them to pay $500 a day 
by attachment or whatever means can lawfully be employed as a penalty 
for that contempt; and I never yet heard that an appeal against the judz- 
ment of a court for a contempt was to stay ee eae not to 

So I think my friend from Missouri has misappre led the scope of 
this section. If it had been, as he su , the ordinary case of a pn- 
vate person applying in a suit on ap ication against a corporation or 
anybody else on a case and he could not make it out, and had not «/- 
ready been heard by the tribunal that the bill appoints, there wou!d be 
great force in what he says; but ying only, and being authorize! 
to apply only, for a disobedience of the order of the commission mae 
ona ng, and then having got the judgment of the court in lis {:- 
vor upon that, that the defendants shall do so and so or omit doing so 1! 
so, then they choose to appeal, that meantime they must obey, that !' 
shall not supersede the order, as the Senator himself said it ong!' not 
todo. If it does not supersede the order the order must be obey! 

Then comes the five-hundred-dollar provision, that if that order 
which is still in force and must be obeyed is still disobeyed, the cour 
can compel the disobeying party to pay $500 a day into court or to whom: 
ever it chooses. 

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator from Vermont mean to say that a dc 
cision of the circuit court of the United States as to the legality or |. 
fulness of the order of the commission is final ? 

Mr. VEST. Doeshew ide for 1 to the rtt 

. > not provide for an appeal to upreme Cour 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do. 
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. On what is that a 1? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That mepeel' on the validity of the order. 

Mr. VEST. Then if such an appeal is made, what good does it do 
to the railroad company to win in the Supreme Court if the money is 
already paid to the other party and gone? hd! 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The money is only paid over for continuing to 
disobey the order while the appeal is pending. If the company choose 
to obey the order of the court pending the appeal, it not being super- 
seded as the Senator seemed to agree it should not be superseded, then 
they do not have any money to pay. They are only required to pay 
money because they do not obey the standing order of the court still 
ir, VEST. But that is not a final decree of the court, because the 
party can go to the Supreme Court on it, and still the $500 a day con- 
tinues and can be paid over each day to the comp’ainant, whether it is 
an insolvent: ae or an insolvent individual. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But the common carrier has his option. He can 
either obey the order of the commissioners affirmed by the court when 
he has nothing to obey but to continue to do his duty until he can show 
it isnot his duty, orif he refuses to obey the order of tie court, then he 
must put up his money rather than go to jail; because that is all there 
is to it. 

It is not the ordinary case at all; but if you strike that out and pro- 
vide that the cireuit court, an appeal being taken from this order, shall 
not continue the order in force, that it shall operate as a supersedeas 
on giving bond, having been a railway lawyer and railway counsel al- 
most all the days of my life I think I know enough about railway op- 
erations and railway counsel to know that any private benefit to be 

to the people of this country by any order of these commission- 
ers affirmed by the circuit court would be worth nothing at all except 
in disputes between railway corporations where one had as much money 
as the other to spend years in fighting it out. 

My point was in this amended section 13 to bring this justice home. 
When the commissioners first and the circuit court afterwards had said 
that the railroad must do a particular thing to a private citizen, then I 
say until the railroad can show the Supreme Court of the United States 
that it ought not to do so, it must do it pending the appeal; that the 
order i not be superseded. Very well; not being superseded then 
this money part only applies to where they refuse to obey the order of 
the court instead of obeying it meantime, and then the court is author- 
ized to take their money. I think that is right. It is exactly what 
the English law has been for thirty years. 

Mr. VEST. If the ment of the Senator from Vermont is worth 
anything as to the inequality of a legal contest between a poor man and 

rich tion, those words ought not to be in the bill. The log- 
ical conclusion of what he says is that the clause ought not to be in the 
bill because the parties are not in litigation on equal terms. But the 

proposes to give an appeal from what? From the question 
whether the order of the commission is lawful or not. If you wantto 
stop the order of the commission, then say so in plain and distinct 
terms; but the Senator does not stop there. He says ‘‘the lawful or- 
der.”” Who is to determine that? It goes to the circuit court of the 
United States and they pass upon the question of the legality of the 
action of the commission. If the Senator wants to stop there Jet him 
say so, and let that be the tribunal of last resort. But he does not stop 
there. He says that from the decision of the circuit court either party 
Supreme Court of the United States upon filing a bond 
cases. A bond for what? If a bond as in ordinary 
in the United States courts it would be a supersedeas; 
goes further even than that to remove all doubt and 
says that an appeal can be taken from an ordinary judgment for so 
much money or from this order as for a contempt. 

In the mean time while this mockery of an appeal is going on the 

of the circuit court may order the $500 a day to be paid each 
day over to the aera What redress is there for the railroad 
pre mth What company would ever take an appeal? If 
the from Vermont wants no appeal taken, he has absolutely 
destroyed it by the terms of the section without saying so in express 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend seems to omit the consideration of the 
circumstance that this order of the circuit court ordinarily would be a 
continuous order, or an , if it were a probibitory and restrictive 
one, that in the mind of the railroad company might hamper their 
operations an unjust one. If they can succeed in showing the Supreme 


Court of the U; States that it is an unjust or unlawful order, then 
Sressenats, but while it is going on they must obey the order 
of the cireuit court. 


This money part of it does not come in as a question affecting the 
oo eeremncee anck exempting else, but they can 
obey order, point, making them obey it until the 
it reversed by the Supreme Court. That ties that 

me more for one distance than my friend from 

Missouri for another distance, or that they shall make a certain con- 
=o companies. Pending the litigation it is 
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Then they are only required to pay this money when they refuse to 
obey, so that the appeal is made for something. It is worth a great 
deal, and we are giving them a great deal by allowing them to appeal; 
but it is only a punishment to them for refusing to obey meantime that 
they are called upon to pay any morey at all. 

Mr. VEST. I understand the Senator from Vermont to say now 
that this is not a question of money judgment at all. If that is so, 
then what is the meaning of this language in the section: 

When the subject in dispute shall be of the value of $2,000 or more, either 
party to such proceeding before said court may appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

Here is $500 each day adjudged against the corporation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But that is not ‘‘the subject in dispute,’ for the 
$500 a day is punishment for contempt in disobeying the order. If 
the matter between the railroad company and the shipper is a mere 
trifle of ro value or consequence to either of them, then as in all other 
eases we io not allow any appeal. It must be a matter of substantial 
importance, which amounts to something, and I called it $2,000 instead 
of $5,000 in order not to press the railroad company too hard. 

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator from Vermont mean to say that after 
four days at $500 a day, when the amount of $2,000 is reached, the 
railroad company can not appeal to the Supreme Court? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I mean to say it could not appeal from the money 
atall. It depends on the question that is in controversy between the 
parties when the circuit court pronounces judgment as to whether the 
railroad should obey the order of the commission or should not. 

Mr. VEST. That unquestionably is in dispute between the parties, 
the legality of the judgment of $2,000, at $500a day. The order itself 
may not be susceptible of being reduced to dollars and cents. It may 
be an order that the company shall charge a certain amount of freight 
or shall put on so many cars or something that you can not put into 
money. Would not the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United 
State release the company from this penalty if the company succeeded 
in the appellate tribunal ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It would stop the penalty itself, because the order 
then is obeyed, but the $500 a day has nothing to do with the subject 
in dispute between the parties. It is the consequence simply of dis- 
obedience by the party of the order of the commiissioners affirmed by 
the circuit court upon a hearing. That is all. 

When you come to $2,000 in reference to what the Senator says in re- 
gard to being incapable of estimation, we have all lived long enough in 
the world to know that the Supreme Court allows affidavits on questions 
about the conduct of affairs and business transactions and disputes be- 
tween parties to show whether the subject in controversy is of conse- 
quence amounting to $2,000 or $5,000, or not. As a practical question, 
any judge of the Supreme Court who is called upon to allow an appeal 
says: ‘* What is this question between you? What is this order of the 
commission?’’? The order is then stated in a given case, that the rail- 
way company at Richmond, Vt., where I was born, shall stop its trains 
once a day there in order to take on freight and passengers, to carry 
them to Burlington, a dozen miles, where I live now. 

To the judge of the Supreme Court, to whom an application for appeal 
is made, as this is a continuous order, the railway company say that it 
will cost us $20 a day to do this thing in stopping and backing our 
trains, and all that sort of thing, and therefore, as a permanent and con- 
tinuous order, this is of more consequence to us than $2,000, a good deal. 
The judge says, *‘ Very well; I am satisfied; it would be a continuous 
order; this controversy, therefore, between these parties is of more conse- 
quence thanthat.’’ Ifit was aquestion whether they should take on five 
barrels of apples one day or the next day the whole value there would 
not be $20. Then the judge from whom the appeal was asked would 
say, ‘‘This is a matter of no special consequence; it is not worth any 
$2,000; I shall not allow you an appeal atall.’’ That is all easy enough 
in the practice of the courts. 

Mr. VEST. Then there ought not to be any limitation of amount 
fixed here to determine the appellate jurisdiction atall. If this thing 
is to be left to the mere judgment of the judge himself, it is the most 
extraordinary jurisdiction that I have ever known. 

The Senator says in his amendment an appeal is to lie when the 
amount in dispute is $2,000. Here are two parties in the court below, 
and they may apply foranappeal. It seems to me thatthe judge would 
look at the record and look at the pleadings and see what is theamount 
claimed and what is the amount inlitigation. Butinstead of that the 
Senator from Vermont tells us now that the $2,000 goes for nothing 
except that the judge is to estimate as to the value to either party of 
the subject-matter in litigation. 

I do not so understand the practice of the law. To say the least of 
it, this will give rise to complicated litigation as to the right of appeal 
and the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. There ought to be an ap- 
peal or there ought not to be an appeal. If the Senator from Vermont 
means to stop with the judgment of the commission or the circuit court 
of the United States he ought to say so. If upon the other hand he 
means that the Supreme Court of the United States shall pass upon 
the whole controversy, then the bond should be a supersedeas. 

Mr. SPOONER. If I may be allowed to suggest it, I think the prop- 








osition of the Senator from Missouri is based partly upon the anoma- 
lous provision here that the $500 a day, which as the Senator from 


Vermont says is a punishment for contempt of court, may under the 
provisions of the bill be paid over to the complainant, so that it might 
happen under the operation of this section that a great many thousand 


dollars as daily fines for contempt would be paid overto a complainant 
possibly irresponsible, and after the lapse of time the Supreme Court 
of the United States decide that there was no cause of action and that 
the court below should not have granted the injunctionat all. I sub- 
mit to the Senator from Vermont whether in any event the penalty 
provided by the section for contempt of court ought to be paid toa 
party to the suit? Should it not go into the Treasury instead? 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Myanswerto my friend from Wisconsin about that 
(and his criticism is a perfectly fair one to bring the question to con- 
sideration) is this, and it is in the interest of the citizen: The citizen 
is not entitled to it by force of the law but only when the case is of a 
kind where the only redress he has got to have in compelling the rail- 
road to obey the order which is made for his benefit and they will not 
do it, the only hope of getting anything, as he can not go to law and 
get his action for damages because he would be eaten up in costs and 
expenses, is that the court in a proper case may direct that this penalty 
for disobeying the order, which compels them to do justice then and 
there, shall be paid to him. It is discretionary with the court, and I 
think it is right. It is exactly what the English law of 1854 was, and 
in substance continues still, when they changed their judges to a com- 
mission, to whom they can give, as we can not, judicial powers. 

Mr. SPOONER. I should like to make one other suggestion to the 
Senator from Vermont, and that is whether this provision should not 
be made a little more elastic than it is; whether there may not be cir- 
cumstances such that it would be wise and in the interest of the public 
that the cireuit court or district court which has ordered the injunction 
should be permitted after it has ordered the injunction to take a bond 
which should stay any operation of judgment pending the appeal, if the 
case is to be advanced on the calendar of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. I can without much difficulty, and I think any Senator may, 
imagine cases where it would be a very close question whether the in- 
junction should issue or not, and it might involve very serious conse- 
quences to an entire community, and there might be in such a case very 
good reason why upon adequate security to be exacted in the discre- 
tion of the court the bond should operate as a a It would 
— amnnpreyrre or be left to the discretion of the court in such 


a EDMUNDS. There is force in that; but after the order of the 
commissioners, who are supposed to be men of great character and ca- 
pacity, after a hearing before them and then a rehearing before the 
court, if the court is in so much doubt about the propriety of affirming 
the order of the commissioners that it would not wish to do it and com- 
pel the parties to obey it, meantime all the court has got to do is to say, 

‘I will not affirm this order,’’ and let the commissioners or the other 
side appeal. The matter will adjust itself, as it did under the English 
law in thirty years of tice, my fundamental point being to secure 
the humble private citizen who has not the capacity or the means to 
fight a great corporation (and having been a corporation lawyer I per- 
fectly well know how itis) when he has got the judgment of this commis- 
sion first, and the judgment of the cireuit court second, in having his 
rights respected as they are thus ascertained until the corporation can 
show that he has not any. neat 

The PRESIDENT question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed OF tie beneter from Missouri to the amendment 
made as in Committee Of the Whole. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HOAR. In line 31 of the amendment made as in Committee of 
the Whole, I move to strike out the word “‘interdict’’ and insert the 
words ‘‘other proper process.’’ I hope the Senator from Vermont will 
aceept that amendment. The word ‘‘interdict’’ is an entirely new 
word to our common law. My amendment is more comprehensive, so 
that it includes ‘‘interdict’’ if there be such a process, as well as any 
other process. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the amendment be stated. 

The Curr CLERK. In line 31 itis proposed to strike out the word 
‘* interdict’? and insert the words ‘‘ other proper process;’’ so as to read: 

It shall be lawful for such court to issue a writ of injunction or other proper 
process to restrain such common carrier, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. [I will in to my friend from Massachusetts 
why I inserted that word. It is true, as my friend from Massachusetts 
says, that ‘‘interdict’’ isnot a word commonin our common law, but it 
is a word describing a process of four different capacities, I believe (I 
have not looked it up recently), in the civil law; and it was adopted 
into the English statute of 1854 on the subject of the t of 
railways. It has the quality, (Mr. 

GAN] suggested the other 
and direct and 
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bringing that word into the law and will add to the words “‘other 
proper process’’ the words ‘‘ affirmative or negative,’’ so as to give a 
clear authority to the court to command the doing of something instead 
of merely refraining from something, I shall not object. 

Mr. HOAR. I suppose the word **injunction’’ covers that. A man- 
datory injunction is a very common process in our equity proceedings. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not very common. 

Mr. HOAR. I remember once getting a mandatory injunction for a 
person. A railroad refused to deliver his freight on the payment of a 
certain reasonable price. He gave a bond to pay anything more that 
should be properly and lawfully demanded and got out a mandatory 
injunction, and the goods were delivered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Have you any objection to saying “‘ 
proper process, mandatory or other?’’ 

Mr. HOAR. Not the slightest. The word ‘interdict’? to most 
American minds is suggestive of bell, book, and candle, and the eccle- 
siastical process which ordinary people, though not perhaps lawyers, 
usually are more familiar. with than they are with any other use of 
the word. But I will accept the modification of the Senator from Ver- 
mont and ask that that may be inserted in all the lines where the word 
‘interdict’? occurs, in line 31, line 38, line 42, and so on. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have not the slightest objection to inserting the 
words ‘‘injunction, or other propef process, mandatory or other.’’ 

Mr. EVARTS. I would make one observation on this substitution, 
that if it is intended to enlarge a discretionary creation of process by 
the courts it ought not to be allowed. Is not this a process that means 
the power of the court to do this, that, or the other at discretion ? 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly. In the jurisdiction with which I am most 
familiar the courts have power to frame it. It does not enlarge the 
judicial power. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem The amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts to the amendment made as in Committee 
of the Whole will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. In line 31 of the amendment strike out the 
word ‘‘interdict’’ and insert ‘‘ other proper process, affirmative or neg- 
ative.’ 

tes onc EDMUNDS. ‘“Affirmative’’ is just as well, but “‘other proper 

rocess, mandatory or otherwise,’’ would be better. 

of "Mr. EVARTS. The processes of our law are well understood and 
have long been practiced upon. I suppose it is not the intention of the 
Senate or of to create new methods of executing the special 
function which is brought into play in aid of this bill. I can not see 
that anything valuable is added by using any additional phrase to that 
of ‘‘injunction.’’ However, if it is to point with full effi- 
cacy to the use to which the injunction may a put, we should follow 
language that we understand, and say the court may issue a writ of 
injunction that restrains or is mandatory upon those common carriers. 
I do not like to carry to the courts a dispute whether there are new 
creations or inventions as to “‘interdict.”’ It has no meaning with us 
in our law; but the Senator from Vermont has found in the practice 
newly introduced into the English law that word, which has, if I un- 
derstood him rightly, four meanings. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Four 

Mr. EVARTS. Four appli I should like to know before I 
agree to the word ‘‘in ”? what those four applica- 
tions are. I not like to adopt the phrase merely because the 

Parliament know what “‘ interdict”’ being then pres- 
ently instructed, which they never understood before; but I should 
like to know what it means also. The truth is that “ injanction”’ is 
adequate as it is used and understood by our law, and that ‘‘ manda- 
tory injunction’’ has no more need to be resorted to in this instance 
than it has in other instances. An injunction covers a proper resort to 
a mandatory injunction; and if that co covers it in other cases it covers it 
just as well here. 

I submit that if it is necessary to point an application, it should be 
an injunction either restraining or mandatory upon the carrier, and 
then we shall know what that means. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In support of the suggestion of my friend from 
Massachusetts, and in o opposition to what my friend from New York 
has said, I wish it to be in mind that this application to the cir- 
cuit court is on its equity side, and it is on a new state of circum- 
stances that have not hitherto been brought into the jurisprudence of 
the courts of equity, and for which the general rules and regulations 
which the law authorizes the Supreme Court of the United States to 
make for equity practice do not at all provide. Therefore, under this 
new state of circumstances it would still be proper to allow this court 
of equity to frame and mold its methods to the circumstances of tlic 
case, as the Senator from Massachusetts has said, by such processes :'s 

are suitable and adequate to the occasion. 

ethene the Senate will agree to the amendment of the Senator 
from if they do not like ‘‘ interdict.” 

The P pro tempore. The amendment to the amendment 
will be stated. 

The Cu1er CuerK. Inline 31 of the amendment it is proposed to 
strike out the word “‘interdict ’’ and to insert: 


Other proper process, mandatory or otherwise. 


any other 
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In line 38 to strike out the word “‘interdict’’ and insert the same 


% Mr. EDMUNDS. And in line 35 as well. Insert the words wher- 
ever the word “ interdict ’’ occurs. : 

Mr. HOAR. In lines 44 and 49 the word “‘ interdict’ occurs. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question will be put on the first 
amendment to the amendment, inserting the words read in lieu ot 
‘‘interdict,”’ in line 31. 

The amendment to the amendment was ie.’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The same words will be inserted 

* wherever the word ‘‘interdict,”’ in four or five places in the section, oc- 
curs. The question recurs on concurring in the amendment made as 
in Committee of the Whole as amended. ; 

The amendment as amended was concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next reserved amendment will 

ted. 
othe Curer CLERK. In section 20, line 6, after the word ‘‘tickets,’’ 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, inserted the words: 

Noth in this act shall be construed to prohibit any sommon carrier from 
giving uced rates to ministers of religion. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. This closes the amendments made as 
in Committee of the Whole which were reserved. 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire to call the attention of the Senate to page 
10 of the bill and to move to strike out these words, beginning in line 15 
of section 8: 

Vacancies occasioned by removal, resignation, or other cause shall be filled 
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 

That might be construed to mean that we should have no commis- 
sioner if a vacancy occurred in vacation until after the Senate had acted 
upon the nomination. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is right. The Constitution provides for all 
that. 

Mr. CULLOM. The Constitution would cover that without these 
words, and hence I ask that they be stricken out of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Illinois moves 
that the words read by him be stricken from section 8 of the bill. 

The ametidment was agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM. At the end of section 8, so that the commission 
may never become extinct by virtue of any two or three of them re- 
signing or dying or whatever might occur to make vacancies, I think 
these words ought to be inserted: 

i i ini i 

No a n the ee aes the remaining com 

I move that amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Ilinois. 

Mr. CULLOM. My purpose is that whatever members of the com- 
mission — in service shall have the power of the commission to 
proceed with the work until the President shall fill the vacancies. 

Mr. HOAR. Is there not a general law on that subject? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is all right. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. ALLISON. In section 1, line 5, I think the word ‘‘ wholly”’ 
should be inserted after the word ‘‘ property;’’ so as to read: 

Carriers in the of nD 

=a aerate ot ag gers or property wholly by 
So as to make it perfectly certain that this measure will apply to all 


=. eel have no objection to that amendment. 
protempore. The question is on agreeing to the 

amendment of the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON]. ’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McPHERSON. LInow move tostrike outall of the fourth section 
and to insert what I send to the Chair. 

Mr. BLAIR. Before that amendment is put I desire to offer an 
amendment to the fourth section for the purpose of perfecting the text. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The amendment of the Senator from New Jersey 
will have to be read to see what his motion is. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Let my amendment be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro y The, amendment will be read, and 
the amendment of the Senator from NewHampshire will then be in 


PR + 2 a = is proposed to strike out all of section 4 and 
be 


the especial duty of said commissioners to investigate and re- 
port at the next session of Congress as to the extent to which, if at all, the eom- 
mercial interests of the country and justice to the carriers engaged in interstate 
commerce demand or permit the enactment of a law prohibiting carriers within 


the pprvetens of this act from charging or receivingany greater compensation 
in ; , 
iaubee lh aes ee a terior Gaee fecte ene deer os tothe 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that in print ? 

Mr. McPHERSON. It isin print. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. can I see it? 


; Where 
Mr. McPHERSON. It is on the last of the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Groce}. 











Mr. BLAIR. Before that amendmentis acted upon I desire to move 
one for the purpose of perfecting the section as it now stands. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That amendment will be first in 
order. . 

Mr. BLAIR. I move to amend the fourth section by inserting at the 
end of the proviso, in the twenty-first line: 

Provided, also, That when such application under the foregoing proviso shall 
have been made to said commission within ninety days after the organization 
thereof, of which notice shall be given by proclamation of the President, this 
section shall not go into effect if against the applicant, until thirty days after 
the decision of the commission thereon shall have been made known to the ap- 
plicant. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. BLAIR. Iask the Secretary to read the preceding proviso, so as 
to show how the whole will read if my amendment is adopted. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, however, That upon application to the commission appointed under 


the provisiens of this act, such common carrier may, in special cases, be author- 
ized to charge less for longer than for shorter distances forthe transportation of 
passengers or property; and the commission may from time to time make gen- 
eral rules exempting such designated common carrier in such special cases 
from the operation of this section of this act; and when such exceptions shall 
have been made and published they shall, until changed by the commission or 
by law, have like force and effect as though the same had been specified in this 


section: Provided, also, That when such application under the foregoing pro- 
viso shall have been made, &c. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, I wish to explain, if I can have the at- 
tention of the Senate, the reasons why I offer this amendment. 

The fourth section seems to me to be the bill and contains all which 
to my mind is objectionable in the work of the committee. The com- 
mission seems to becreated primarily for carrying out the common law. 
This section interferes with the existing condition of things, the arrange- 
ments which have been the result of business for the whole term of rail- 
road life in this country, and must of course, as we all see, compel the 
immediate reconstruction of every tariff of fares and freights throughout 
the country. The bill, if enacted into a law, so far as every railroad is 
concerned, has immediate operation to compel this reconstruction of its 
tariffs. That I suppose every one will concede. 

The friends of the bill justify the fourth section, at least many of 
those who are about me say they do, because of the saving clause in 
the proviso, that application may be made by the roads whose inter- 
ests are affected for a modification of the natural operation of the law; 
that is to say, they may be allowed upon application to the commis- 
sion and showing a good cause, notwithstanding the law, to charge 
more for a short haul than for a long haul. It is by reason of this 
power on the part of the commission to nullify the act that the act 
itself is tolerable at all to a great many Senators who say they propose 
to support it. That is to say, by reason of the fact that the law will 
not be operative they propose to vote for it. The commission they 
contemplate will have power to permit, whenever good cause is shown 


for so doing by any interstate railroad whatever, a charge of more for 


a short than for a long haul. 

It seems to be conceded all the way around that the competition be- 
tween distant points is under the practical operation of the bill, if it 
has any practical operation, to be nullified, to be prevented, and the 
reason of that is this: By the operation of the bill the rates between 
competing points will be increased and in a corresponding degree the 
expenditures for transportation upon local points along the great lines 
will be diminished. Byso muchas the latter are diminished the other 
must be increased in order that the revenues of the railroad may besuch 
as to keep them from bankruptcy. 

There is the Grand Trunk road, which is beyond the regulation of 
our law, and if the rates at Chicago and New York, at these distant 
points, are increased, of course the Grand Trunk will take the great 
through business. It inevitably must do so. The operation of this 
measure, as I have tried to explain and as everybody understands, will 
be to increase those rates, and of necessity the great through business 
of the country must go over this other road, and naturally the other 
road itself, having no competitor, will increase its rates. 

However, in order to prevent this result the committee incorporated 
this section in the bill, and it has been amended on the motion of the 
Senator from West Virginia in such a way as to aggravate and immensely 
increase the evil, the way to which was opened to some extent by the 
section as it originally stood upon the report of the committee. 

That being so, and the evil to which I have adverted under the opera- 
tion of the bill being guarded against by the first proviso, which gives 
the right to any of these roads to apply to the commission for a nega- 
tive of the general provisions of the bill, for the right to charge more 
for the short than for the long haul, it seems to me that consistency, 
ordinary fair dealing, and good sense in the procedure should give the 
trial before the judgment is rendered rather than after it has been ren- 
dered. 

If the bill goes into operation every road must change its rates of 
fares and freightsimmediately. If it continues under the existing sys- 
tem its managers become liable to the heavy penaltiesof thelaw. At 
once this change must be made. 

Everybody believes from what I havestated and from his own know}- 
edge of the bill and of the condition of affairs that in a great many in- 








4420) 





stances the provisions of the bill will be relaxed in the way that I have 
indicated. It must be so, unless we drive the business of the country 
out of the country, and unless we are to add greatly to the cost of the 
long haul. ‘ 

The provision which I have offered as an amendment simply gives 
the right to any road that thinks itself liable to be injuriously affected 
in its interests three months after the proclamation of the President, 
within which time it may make its application for a modification of 
the law, so that if it is a case where they ought to be permitted to 
charge more for the short haul than for the long haul they may have a 
hearing before the commission and may have a judgment before they 
change their tariffs and before the business of the country is thrown into 
a general condition of confusion. 

That is the only purpose there is in the amendment. The time lim- 
ited is three months, or ninety days, within which the application may 
be made. If it is not made within that length of time the law will be- 
come at once operative. In substance this proviso will be a little more 
than if we provided that the law itself should go into effect rinety days 
after its passage, giving the intcrim as a period within which applica- 
tions might be made by those roads which are interested for a modifi- 
cation of the operation of the fourth section. 

I do not know that the committee themselves will make any opposi- 
tion to the adoption of the amendment, but at all events I offer it and 
I hope that it may be adopted. 

Mr. PLATT. It seems to me that the provision proposed by the 
Senator from New Hampshire is unnecessary. If thismeasure passesit 
will be some considerable time before the law can become practically 
operative. That will afford a sufficient time for railroad companies to 
conform their rates to the provisions of the bill. 

In the second place, I think that the instances in this conntry where 
a railroad company charges more for a short than for a longer distance 
are greatly overestimated. One such instance travels all over the coun- 
try and is taken as theruleof railroad corporations. I donot think as 
arule that railway corporations in this country, especially in the East- 
ern portion of the country, are charging any more for short than for 
longer distances, unless it be in rare instances. I do not believe any 
such instances exist in the State of Connecticut. Iam told that none 
exist in the State of Massachusetts. I presume at the West and South 
the instances are more frequent than in the East, but I think the num- 
ber of such instances has been vastly overestimated in this debate. 

It seems to me the rule ought to be that there shall be no greater 
charge for the short than for the longer distance, and I think no great 
hardship will accrue to the railroad companies in letting that rule go 
into operation as soon as the commission get organized and ready to 
proceed to business, The corporations can make their application at 
once to the commission, and the commission, I haveno doubt, will speed- 
ily dispose of the cases, so that if the exceptions ought to be made they 
will be made without any serious inconvenience to the railroad com- 
panies. I do not think the amendment is necessary. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, if the Senator from Connecticut or any 
other Senator is under the impression that the bill as now amended by 
the amendment of the Senator from Vermont forbids the greater charge 
on the short haul, he is very much mistaken. There is no such pro- 
vision in the bill asit now stands. There is, it is very true, a provis- 
ion made that if the shipper happens to live in Chicagoor in New York 
or atsome other — terminal point of railroad concentration this in- 
justice shall not be inflicted upon him. Butevery other shipper from 
every intermediate point between two great terminal sleet points is 
by the adoption of that amendment subject to therapacity of the rail- 
roads just as he ever was, and, sir, for that reason I shall not vote for 
this bill. 

I had hailed the introduction of this bill asa partial relief and as 
something in the right direction, but I will not vote for relief to men 
who already have the benefit of competition at these great terminal 
points, leaving the men who can not help themselves at the interme- 
diate points in the same unsatisfactory condition as before. I will not 
grant relief to A and refuse it to B, who is in substantially the same 


circumstances, ‘ There are other people living in the United States of | 3! 
terminal 


America besides those who live at the great railroad points, 
and it is those other people whom I am desirous to protect, and I will 
not vote for a bill ——— those only who do not need protection, 


who live in the great cities, and that at the same time leaves the peo- 
ple of the intermediate towns, the small towns and vil and the 
umble shippers still at the mercy of railroad rapacity. I will not be 


a party to any such scheme of pretended relief as that. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] seems to 
me to misapprehend the nature of my amendment entirely. The pur- 
pose of the amendment is to prevent the act ing to be 
tive against these roads and compelling the revision of tariffs of 
fares and freights until they have had the opportunity, which the bill 
contemplates, of making application for exception from the operations 
of the act; and now it seems to me that that opportunity ought to be 
given before the judgment is rendered. 


The bill as it is, without this compels a general re- 
organization of the Tailsead tart of the at the start. 
It has got to be done or these penalties will be Now, why 
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should there not be a short period of time given by the terms of the 
bill during which-those roads which find their interests seriously threat- 
ened, or who may think they are threatened, by such a revision of their 
tariffs (which isa very expensive and troublesome thing todo) may make 
their application, and then, having made their application, await the 
judgment of the commission? It seems to me that no one can object 
to a provision of that kind. 

As to all the other roads where there is no difference between the 
long and the short haul, or where there is no violation of the general 
provisions of the act, of course there is no probability of an application ; 
but the great through lines, the great interests which are to be affected 
by the operation of this bill if it shall amount to anything, are likely 
to make these applications; they will inevitably doso. Why should 
they not have the opportunity to do so and to be heard and to avoid the 
ill effects, if they areto be such, of the act upon their interests before 
the act itself goes into operation? It seems to me just like rendering 
judgment and hanginga man and giving him a trial afterward. 

I hope the amendment will be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Now I should like to have the vote taken on 
my amendment. I do not suppose the fourth section is satisfactory to 
anybody in its present shape. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Ihope the amendment will not prevail. While the 
fourth section is not as I prefer it, yet it is in pretty good shape, and | 
hope it will be retained in the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON] to strike out the 
fourth section and insert his substitute. 

Mr. MCPHERSON called for the yeas and nays; and they were or- 
dered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. PALMER (when Mr. ConGER’s name was called), My col- 
league [Mr. Concer] is paired with the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
MAHONE]. If my colleague were here, he would vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. HOAR (when the name of Mr. DAWEs was called). My col- 
league [Mr. DAWeEs] is paired with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
CocKRELL]. 

Mr. MI ELL, of Oregon (when his name was called). I am 
paired with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Hampton]. If he 
were here, I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Kansas [Mr. PLumMB]. But for that I should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MANDERSON. Iam paired with the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. BLACKBURN ]. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I am paired, as announced by the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar], with hiscolleague{Mr. Dawes], or should 
vote ‘ nay.”’ 

Mr. ALLISON (after having voted in the affirmative). Yesterday 
the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VoorHEEs] said he would be absent an 
hour or two, and asked me to pair with him, and I did pair with him 
yesterday.. The matter did not occur to me to-day. Iam reminded 
now that it is his understanding that Iam paired with him for to-day. 

Mr. KENNA. That is my recollection of his statement to me. 

Mr. ALLISON. He certainly did not so state to me and I had no such 
understanding, otherwise I should have paired with him with pleasure 
during the day. Now I withdraw my vote and announce the pair. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to state that theSenator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Breck] is with the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. If the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky were present, he would vote ‘‘nay’’ upon this ques- 
tion. 

The result was announced—yeas 20, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—2). 
piisich, Evarts, — of Nevada, oan. 

r, Frye n, er, 
Bowen, Hawiey, erhdbaen, Sewell, 
Brown, Hoar, Miller, speaner, 
Chace, Ingalls, Palmer, ler. 

NAYS—29. 

‘ Fair, Morrill, Van Wyck, 
a George, Payne, Walthall, 
Camden, Gorman, Platt, Whitthorne, 
Coke, Harris, Pugh, Ww of Iowa, 
Colquitt,. Kenna, Ransom, Wilson of Md. 
Cullom, MeMillan, Saulsbury, 

Edmunds, Maxey, Sherman, 
Eustis, Morgan, Vance, 

ABSENT—27. 
Allison, Dawes, Hearst, Pike, 
Beck, Dolph, Jones of Arkansas, Plumb, 
Blackburn, Gibson, Jones of Florida, rger, 
Butler, Gray, Mahone, Sta a 
Cameron, Hale, —e we 
Conger," a Mitchell of Pa.” 

So the amendment was rejected. 
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Mr. COKE. I offer the tollowing amendment to come in at the end 
of section 20: 


Provided, That the time when any common-law remedy shall be suspended 
under this section shall not be counted under any statute of limitation against 
such remedy 


i ask ‘he Secretary to read from line 11 of section 20 to the end of 
the section with my amendment added. 

The CHEF CLERK. As proposed to be amended, the last clause of 
section 20 will read as follows: 


But no person, association, or corporation shall at the same time prosecute 
any complaint before said commission and pursue his or its remedy at law; and 
lodging a complaint before Seis aasuntasion shall suspend, until the same is 
isposed of, common-law remedy ; and it is expressly provided that no pend- 

li +n between railroad companies shall in any way be affected by this 
Provided, That the time when any common-law remedy shall be suspended 
this section shall not be counted under any statute of limitation against 
remedy. 


The PRESIDENT pro ~ =p The question is on the amendment 
r. 
to. 


Te 


of the Senator from Texas [ KE}. 

The amendment was agreed 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to offer an amendifiient to section 17, 
found on page 22, to strike out all after the word ‘‘information,’’ in 
line 6, down to and including the word ‘‘ balance-sheet,’’ in line 20. 
This section authorizes and requires ‘‘ annual reports from all common 
carriers, subject to the provisions of this act,’’ and the commissioners 
are to “‘fix the time and prescribe the manner in which such reports 
shall be made,’’ and are to require from carriers specific answers to all 
questions upon which the commission may need information. 

I do not to strike out that portion of the section, but I pro- 
pose to aie oak what I now read: * 

Such annual rts shall show in detail the amount of capital stock issued, 
the amounts seid hevefer, end the manner of payment for the same; the divi- 
dends paid, the surplus fund, ifany, and the number of stockholders ; the funded 
and floating debts and the interest paid thereon ; the cost and value of the car- 
rier’s property, franchises, and equipment ; the number of employésand the sala- 
ries paid each class; the amounts expended for improvements each year, how 
expended, and the character of such improvements; the earnings and receipts 
from each branch of business and from all sources; the operating and other ex- 
; the balances of profit and loss; and a complete exhibit of the financial 
operations of the carrier each year, including an annual balance-sheet. 

It strikes me that those ee are not necessary to enable the com- 
mission to any duty assigned to them. It is an interference 
with the private affairs of corporations. It seems to me to be going en- 

irely toofar. Whatadvantage will the people of the country have from 
a report to the commission of what a railroad corporation paid out, what 
was the financial condition of the corporation, the value of its property, 
and the amount it pays to all its employés? There can be no valid 
reason assigned why a oo should make such a detailed report 
items called for do not touch the question 
whether the corporation has discriminated against anybody or made ex- 
tortionate charges. For that reason I move to strike out that part of 
the section. 

I desire tosay that Iam sure I can not and I do not believe any mem- 
ber of the Senate can tell to-day the effect of this legislation either upon 
the interests of or of common carriers. I have taken no part 
in the discussion of the bill, because I confess here and now that it is 
a bill the effects of which I can not predict with any degree of certainty. 
I do not know how it is going to affect the shippers of the country or 
the common carriers of the land. We are simply making a venture. 

There has been great complaint of extortion and discrimination. 
Doubtless these complaints are well founded. I think we should ap- 
ply a remedy to The bill may have that effect, but I 
am not tell that it will. I do not believe from anything I 
the discussion here that there is any just expectation as 
effect it will have. There was a provision offered by the Sen- 

West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN], which was a valuable pro- 
vision if it had remained in the bill, for the protection of shippers at 
intermediate iene nes soar 00 me 08k exm 
single provision in the bill which imposes an addi- 
or on common —_ to that nee en them at com- 

WwW. extortionate for carrying freight or produce are 
imposed, or if a Deedee are made, the common-law courts 
of the country a remedy; and that is all that is proposed by the 
bill, But under this bill that remedy is not in the State courts; it is 
in the Federal courts, at a distance from the shi per. So I do not see 
that the shipper himself is benefited one icle by this bill. Iam 
fearful that, after the amendment of the tor from West Virginia 
has been disposed of by striking it from the bill, the effect will be in- 


other objections to this bill. I shall, perhaps, vote for the 
to be a popular demand that something shall 

the evils perpetrated by railroad corporations; but 
the bill. One is the vast power placed in the 
commission. You virtually oust the State courts of all 
er questions as to tolls and freights, because, after you 
ME te ee ee ee be any 
in his own State in the State courts. 

in interstate commerce were char- 
the fact that under some of the pro- 
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visions of their charters they have been authorized to consolidate with 
other companies so as to form continuous lines of transportation in 
different States does not divest them of the obligation to obey the 
behests of the States that imposed the charters; and yet under the 
provisions of this bill they will not consult the States, and you prac- 
tically take away the authority of the States. 

Again, you assume that because this is interstate commerce, as it is 
termed where freight passes over different lines incorporated by differ- 
ent States, it gives you jurisdiction over it as interstate commerce. One 
thing is certain, you have no greater power over interstate commerce 
than you have over foreign commerce, for the very provision of the 
Constitution which gives you the power to regulate commerce between 
the States gives you the power to regulate foreign commerce. May 
you not follow this by some provisions of law seeking to control the 
foreign commerce of the country by regulating the charges on that 
commerce? r 

I am not sure that your Supreme Court will sustain the law when en- 


acted. It seems to me to be a measure fraught with a great deal of 


doubt as to the constitutionality of the proposed law as well as to the 


policy of its enactment; and there is still greater doubt as to any bene- 
ficial effects it will have on the interests of the country. 


But I will not detain the Senate by any further discussion. I have 


called attention to the clause which I have moved to strikeout because 


I think it imposes unnecessary burdens on the common carriers of the 


country without aiding in any respect the general object proposed. 


Mr. HARRIS. The committee supposed that the report of the com- 


mission would have a large if not a controlling influence upon such fat- 


ure legislation as Congress might choose to adopt in respect to the reg- 


ulation of interstate commerce. Italsosupposed that at no time would 
Congress be willing to so regulate interstate commerce as to deprive the 
common carrier of the power or right to earn a reasonable profit upon 
the actual capital invested in the carrying trade; but if that profit is 
to be confined to the moneys actually invested in the trade, it is abso- 
lutely necessary, as it seems to me and as it seemed to the committee, 
that the commission should possess itself of precisely the character of, 
and to the full extent of, the information required by the section. It 


is a fact known to the committee from the mouths of many witnesses, 


known to the whole country before the committee was created, that in 
very many instances these corporations are stocked at three or four 
times the amount that the railroads actually cost. 


Now, I do not suppose that if Congress should proceed to regulate 


hereafter the carrying trade it would be inclined to allow a reasonable 
profit on what is known as the watered stock of these corporations, 


while I do suppose Congress would always desire to so legislate as to 


allow the corporations to earn all of the necessary expenses with a 
reasonable profit upon the money actually put into the construction 
and maintenance of the road. Unless the commission is authorized to 
acquire information to the extent that the seventeenth section as it 
now stands requires it will be utterly impossible for the commission 
to give information to Congress as to the extent to which it may safely 
go in regulating the carrying trade, and for that reason I shall vote 
against the amendment of the Senator from Delaware. 


Mr. SEWELL. Ido not want to take any part in this discussion 


except to say a word in relation to the statement made by the Senator 
from Tennessee. That statement has been repeatedly made on the 
floor of the Senate, and I desire to say, on a thorough investigation of 
it, that I believe there is no practical foundation in fact for.the asser- 
tion that the corporations of this country are stocked at three or four 
times their cost. There is some ‘‘ water’’ in some of the railroads, but 
it does not amount to a bucketful as compared with the ocean, and I 
am surprised to hear such a statement from an intelligent member of 


the Senate, one who ought to know, if he does not know, that such is 


not thecase. ‘Phe capitalization of the railroads of this country is about 
$60,000 per mile, stock and bonds, as against $300,000 a mile in Eng- 
land, and as against $100,000 a mile on the continent of Europe; and 


LI assert here from what I know of the situation that the railroads to- 
day are capitalized at less than it would be possible to acquire the 
same property for in actual cash at the present time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY]. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will support the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Delaware because I think the work that we require of these 
commissioners is entirely supererogatory. We can gain all the in- 
formation needed in regard to railroads at any time in the direct course 
of our legislation. I have noticed that when we put the duty of col- 
lecting information on commissions they are very apt to make reports 
for the purpose of continuing the work they may have in hand. I 
notice that United States engineers, for instance, in making reports on 
works of public improvement, never fail to find all the little streams 
throughout the country that they think might be usefully dug out for 
commerce, not because they feel any decided interest in commerce 
themselves but because they want to magnify their office. They want 


to promote the necessity for the employment of those officers in this 


line of business, 
Now you put these commissioners to work and let them collect the 


facts and they will never come here with a report that will indicate in 
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the slightest degree that it is unnecessary for Congress to continue 
them any longer. They will always pile in evidence here for the pur- 
pose of showing that they ought to be continued in office. That has 
been the history of a good many of the commissions we haye created, 
and I think the Senator from Delaware is acting wisely in removing 
this temptation out of the hands of these judges, if they are judges. 

Mr. CULLOM. I only want to say one word. It seems to me that 
one of the important things which will result from the passage of this 
act will be the acquisition of information. One of the troubles with 
the people of the country is that they suppose that railroads are capi- 
talized over and over again beyond what their actual value is, and they 
therefore are complaining of extortion. My judgment is that this in- 
formation is necessary in order to enable the commission to know what 
reasonable rates are; and it is very important that the provision, now 
proposed to be stricken out, shail remain in the bill, and I hope it 
will, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Seteusse Tin SAULSBURY ]. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MORGAN. I offer an amendment to insert the following asan 
additional section: 

Sec. 22. The commissioners a 
regarded as being executive o' 
judicial powers. 

Mr. PLATT. They can not exercise judicial powers because they 
have nolife tenure. If you made them judges they would have to have 
a life tenure under the Constitution, as I understand. Therefore they 
can not exercise judicial powers. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. They ought to exercise exactly the power that the 
bill confers; that is, an executive, discreti: power. 

Mr. PLATT. This bill has been very carefully drawn so as toavoid 
the exercise of judicial powers by these commissi soas to deprive 
itof any constitutional objection. ‘Therefore I donot think this amend- 
ment is requisite or necessary. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have heard a t variety of expressions among 
Senators in regard to the functions of these officers, whether they are 
executive, or whether they are legislative, or whether a are judicial. 
My judgment i is that we have combined very wench ete derived 
from each of these departments of the Government in the hands of these 
commissioners; and I merely wanted to understand whether they were 
executive officers, or whether they were legislative officers, or whether 
they were judicial officers. 

Now, the point made by the Senator from Connecticut is not well 
taken, for commissioners of the United States exercise judicial powers, 


pointed under this act shall be considered and 
‘rs, and shall not exercise either legislative or 


and they are not appointed for life. They exercise judi- 
cial powers, but nevertheless they originate of a criminal 
nature, and sometimes of a civil nature, w run on to and reach the 


Supreme Court in a judicial way, andcan be either affirmed or reversed 
in the Supreme Court. 

I think that in passing this bill a to give the courts some 
guide as to whether we are conferring these powers upon executive offi- 
cers, or upon judicial officers, or upon legislative officers. I think I 
have seen in this bill decided evidences of legislative powers, and I 
suppose the Senate is prepared either to express its opinion or not to 
express it. 1 do not care which way so that we have a definite expres- 
sion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ee 
much or little, great or small; and to undertake to say they shall 
exercise no power of one kind or another is entity ws Sieh the his- 
tory of legislation. I should suppose that an amendment of this kind 
would be offered in order to trammel the exertion of the powers that 
we confer upon the President of the United States all the time and 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury and everybody else, to exert in 
respect to executive and administrative affairs a discretion applied to 
circumstances. I think, therefore, that the amendment ought not to 
be adopted. 

Mr. MORGAN. A distinction is taken between the rightof an ex- 


nous array of powers. We have given them contradictory powers, I am 
afraid. I believe we have, and I think it isourduty to beable toexpound 
what is our view of their authority that we are conferring in this bil), 

and not to leave it as a matter of litigation and dispute to be fought out 
at the expense of people who go before these commissioners hereafter. 

It is the first bill I have ever known to be brought into the Senate— 
and in that respect this bill is unique—where the authors of it were not 
willing to enter into a definition as to whether the powers they con- 
ferred by the bill were conferred upon officers of the executive depart- 
ment, officers of the legislative department, or officers of the judicial! 
department of the United States. 

Mr. MAXEY. I only want to say that it is not a matter of the 
slightest consequence to me whether the powers are called executive, 
judicial, legislative, or ministerial. We have defined on the face of the 
bill the powers which are to be exercised by the commissioners, and if 
those powers are not constitutional, that fact ought to be pointed out. 
Therefo.e I see no necesrity whatever for the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Alabama. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAn]. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Is it in order now to move an amendment, on page 
4, section 4, line 6, by striking out the word “‘ original;’’ so as to make 
it read: 

For a shorter than for a longer distance over the same line, in the same direc- 
tion and from the same point of departure? 

The word “‘ original’’ before ‘‘ departure’’ is surplusage. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We have refused to strike out the fourth section, 
and therefore voted that the words of the fourth section shall stand. 
Hence, I submit, the amendment is not in order. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair thinks that it is in orde: 
to strike out one word. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But the Senate has voted that it will not strike 
out the fourth section. 

Mr. KENNA. Suppose the vote was taken on a motion to strike 
out all after the enacting clause? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That includes more than the fourth section. 

Mr. KENNA. Of course it does, but it is the same proposition. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; quite a different proposition. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire—— 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair will correct the impression 
he formed and expressed. The word ‘‘original’’ is in the very clause 
that was once stricken out and restored again by order of the Senate. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is what I desired to call attention to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Therefore it is not open to amend- 
ment. The Chair supposed the word ‘‘original’’ was in another part 
of the section, or the ruling would have been different. That word 
being i in the clause stricken out and reinserted by action of the Senate, 
it is not now amendable. The question is on ordering the bill to be 

for a third reading. 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was reac 
the third time. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Thequestion is, Shall the bill pass ’ 

Mr. McPHERSON and others called. for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the i iereentantel to ca! l 
the roll. 


Mr. ALDRICH (when his name was called). Upon this bill I am 


with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. If he were 
present, I should vote ‘‘nay’’ and he wonld vote “‘yea.”’ 
Mr. ALLISON (when his name was called). I am paired with the 


pen me from Indiana [Mr. Voorners], as I was reminded a few mo- 


mit, RENNA. Ido not doubt but that the Senator from Indians 
would vote for the bill. 
Mr. ALLISON. Then I shall vote ‘‘yea.’’ 
Mr. PALMER (when Mr. ConGER’s name wascalied). Mycolleague 
(Mr. ConGER] is absent, but he wanted it announced that he wou!) 
” 


ecutive officer to judge what his duty is and to judge of the extent of | vote “ 


his powers, and the exercise by him of that are judicial under 
our Constitution. Idonot understand the President of the United 
States, the Chief Executive, ee he may have a right to cause a 
man’s arrest for a certain offense ee. 
trate to hear the cause and commit that man to jail. He exercises 
executive power and must have some discretion, of course, that is the 
power and discretion of making up his judgment for himself to con- 
= his own conduct, but that does not convert him into a judicial 
omcer. 

Now, if these commissioners have a right to exercise any judicial 
function, to sit in judgment on the rights of men, then ee 
officers, and I want to know merely whether we gage om 
Cx upon them. If they havethe right to change the rights of men 

their decrees, whether arbitrary or not, whether just or not, then 
they are legislative officers. Perhaps they are even more than that; 
they are autocrats. But we ought to know what they are. 

The Senator from Vermont says we have given them powers. Well, 
we haye given them powers, a large admixtureof powers, quite a volumi- 


Mr. JONES, of Arkansas (when his name wascalled). I am paire! 
with the Senator from Indiana [Mr. HARRISON], but I am informed 
he would vote for the bill if present, and therefore I record my vote in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. MANDERSON (when his name was called). I am paired wit) 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN], but understanding 
that he would vote for this bill if present, I vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. VANCE (when his name was called). On this question I am 


paired with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Goccmnh. If he were 
present, I should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 
r. VEST (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 


M 
ator from Kansas [ Mr. PiuMB], but I understand that if present he 
” and I vote *‘ yea.’’ 


am an from my pair with the Senator 
BS], as his colleague tells me how he 
a emerge yng ay 

My colleague [Mr. Dawes] is absent in the service of 
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the Senate visiting an important public institution with which his 
committee is specially connected. I do not know how he would vote 
upon the bill as the fourth section now stands, therefore I have not 
felt at liberty to arrange his pair for him, as I otherwise should and as 
he requested me to do when he went away. 

I desire also permission to say in regard to myself that I should vote 
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against this bill as the fourth section now stands, believing the bill to | 


inflict a very serious injury on our foreign commerce, were it not for 
my belief that in its passage through that section will in some 
way be materially modified before it becomes a law, and I do not de- 
sire to prevent the opportunity to abil, — ; 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I am paired with the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Hampron], but as I understand he would vote 
for this bill, I vote ‘‘ yea.” 


| 


Mr. HARRIS. Idesin toannounce that the Senator from Kentucky | 


[Mr. Beck] is paired with the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. The 
Senator from Kentucky requested me to announce that if present he 
would vote for the passage of this bill. I so announce. 

Mr. BLAIR. My colleague [Mr. PIKe] is absent from the Senate 
by reason of illmess. I am not informed how he would vote upon this 
question, and I am not aware that he is paired. [ can not announce 
how he would vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 47, nays 4; as follows: 


\ YEAS—47. 
Allison, Evarts, Logan, Sabin, 
Berry, Fair, MeMilian, Saulsbury, 
Blair, George, McPherson, Sawyer, 
Bowen, Gorman, Manderson, Sewell, 
Call, Gray, Maxey, Sherman, 
Camden, Harris, Miller, Spooner, 
Chace, Hawley, Mitchellof Oreg., Teller, 
Cockrell, . » Vest, 
Coke, Ingalls, Palmer, Walthall, 
Cullom, Jones of Arkansas, Payne, Whitthorne, 
Edmunds, Jonesof Nevada, Piatt, Wilson of Iowa. 
Eustis, Kenna, Pugh, 
NAYS. 

Brown, Colquitt, Morgan, Ransom. 

ABSENT—25. 
Aldrich, : Dolph, Jonesof Florida, Vance, 
Beck, crt : Van Wyck, 
Blackburn, G > Mitchell of Pa., Voorhees, 
Butler, Hale, Pike, Wilson of Md. 
Cameron, Hampton, Plumb, 
Conger, H n, Riddleberger, 
Dawes, Hearst, Stanford, 


PENSION TO SOLDIERS AND DEPENDENT RELATIVES. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate 


the first order, which is the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy the United States. 
Mr. HOAR. I that there has been a conference between 


Senators on both sides of the Chamber in regard to the order of busi- 
ness, and that it has been understood generally that the pension bill, 
which stands after this bill in order, will be first taken up; and I 
therefore ask unanimous consent that the pension bill may be laid be- 
and that the bankruptcy bill may preserve its right as 
special order after the pension bill is disposed of. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. If there is no objection the pension 
bill will be regarded as the unfinished business. Its title will be stated. 
A bill (S. 1886) for the relief of soldiers of the 
after six months’ service, who are dis- 
abled and dependent upon their own labor for support, and of depend- 
ent parents of soldiers who died in the service or from disabilities con- 
tracted therein. 
Mr. HOAR. I understand that the bankruptcy bill retains its place. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It does not lose its place as a special 


Mr. BLAIR. Senate bill No. 1886 is the unfinished business for 2 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Themotion was agreed to; and (at 6 0’clock and 46 minutes p. m.) the 
Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, May 13, at 12 o’clock m. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


WEDNESDAY, May 12, 1886. 


The House met at 11o’clocka.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. Mitsvury, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

SPECIAL SESSION OF UTAH LEGISLATURE. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from 
the President of the United States; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on the Territories, and ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


lned le eee See eee eared b7 the Lesistatare of Utah wae 
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money for the support of the district courts of the Territory, including the pay 
of reporters, jurors, and witnesses,and for the completion and maintenance of 
the Deseret University and the education of the deaf mutes therein. It also 
appropriated for the support of the Territorial insane asylum, as well as the 
salaries of Territorial officers, including that of the superintendent of the dis- 
trict schools, the auditor, the librarian, and the treasurer of the Territory It 
also provided for internal improvements, such as roadsand bridges 

The appropriation for the district courts,for the payment of witnesses and 
jurors in criminal cases, was $40,000; that for the Deseret University aud the 


deaf mutes was $66,000, and for the insane asylum $25,000. 
The board of regents of the Deseret University have borrowed money fo 


r the 
completion of theuniversity buildings which were authorized by !ewis!ative 
action, and which is now due and no provision made for the payment. The act 


appropriating for the benefit of the Territorial insane asylum passed by the 
Legislature was also vetoed. This included the sum of $13,000 which had been 
borrowed by the board of directors of the asylum for its completion and f } 
ing,and which now remains due and unpaid. It also included the s 
$3,548.85 for the care and maintenance of the indigent insane 

The Legislature of the Territory, under existing law, will not again convene 
for nearly two years, there being no authority for a special session. In the 
mean time, under present conditions, the good order of society will be jeopard 
ized, educational and charitable institutions will be paralyzed, and interna! in 
provements stopped until the Legislature meets and makes provision for the 
support. 

A determination on the part of the General Government to suppress certai 
unlawful practices in this Territory demands neither the refusal of the : 


» of 





mecans 
to support the local government nor the sacrifice of the interests of the commu 
nity. 

I therefore recommend the immediate enactment of such legislation as will 
authorize the assembling of the Legislature of that Territory in special! session 
at an early day, so that provision can be made to meet the difficulties herein 
suggested. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, May 11, 1886, 

WEIL AND LA ABRA MINING COMPANY CLAIMS 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the folloying message from 
the President of the United States; which was read, and, with the ac- 
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, aud 
ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit a report from the Secretary of State, dated the 6th instant, 
touching the claims of Benjamin Weil and La Abra Silver Mining Company 
against the Government of Mexico. 

GROVER CLEVELAND 

EXECUTIVE Mansion, May 11, 1886. 

STATUE OF LIBERTY ENLIGHTENING THE WORLD. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following message from 
the President of the United States; which was read, and, with the ac- 
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

By a joint resolution of Congress, approved March 3, 1877, the President was 
authorized and directed to accept the colossal statue of Liberty Enlightening 
the World when presented by the citizens of the French Republic, and to desig 
nate and set apart for the erection thereof a suitable site upon cither Governor's 
or Bedioe’s Island in the harbor of New York, and upon the completion thereof 
to cause the statue “to be inaugurated with such ceremonies as wii! serve to 
testify the gratitude of our people for this expressive and felicitous memoria! 
of the sympathy of the citizens of our sister republic.” 

The President was further thereby ‘authorized to cause suitable regulations 
to be made for its future maintenance as a beacon and for the permanent care 
and preservation thereof as a monument of art and the continued good-will of 
the great nation which aided us in our struggle for freedom.” 

Under the authority of this resolution, on the 4th day of July, 1884, the mini« 
ter of the United States to the French Republic, by direction of the President 
of the United States, accepted the statue and received a deed of presentation 
from the Franco-American Union, which is now preserved in the archives of the 
Department of State. 

I now transmit to Congress a letter to the Secretary of State from Joseph W 
Drexel, esq., chairman of the executive committee of “the American commit- 
tee on the pedestal of the great statue of ‘ Liberty Enlightening the World,’ " 
dated the 27th of April, 1886, suggesting the propriety of the further execution 
by the President of the joint resolution referred to by prescribing the ceremo 
nies of inauguration to be observed upon the complete erection of the statue 
upon its site on Bedloe’s Island, in the harbor of New York. 

Thursday, the 3d of September, being the anniversary of the signing of the 
treaty of peace at Paris by which the independence of these United States was 


recognized and secured, has been suggested by this committee under w!)ose au- 
spices and agency the pedestal forthe statue has been constructed as an appro- 


priate day for the ceremonies of inauguration. 

The international character which has been imprinted upon this work by the 
joint resolution of 1877 makes it incumbent upon Congress to provide means to 
earry their resolution into effect 

Therefore I recommend the appropriation of such sum of money as in the 
judgment of Congress shall be deemed adequate and proper to defray the cost of 
the inauguration of this statue. 

have been informed by the committee that certain expenses have been in 
curred in the care and custody of the statue since it was deposited on Bedloc's 
Island, and the phraseology of the joint resolution providing for “the perma- 
nent care and preservation thereof as a monument of art’? would seem to in- 
clude the payment by the United States of the expense so incurred since the 
reception of the statue in this country 

The action of the French Government and people in relation to the presenta- 
tion of this statue to the United States will, | hope, meet with hearty and re- 
sponsive action upon the part of Congress, in which the Executive will be most 
happy to co-operate. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, 

Washington, May 11, 1886. 


Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, in view of the nature of this communica- 
tion I would suggest that it be referred tothe Committee on the Library, 
with leave to report at any time. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I object. 

TheSPEAKER. TheChair will state that this, having reference as it 
does to the use of this statue as a beacon-light, might properly be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce; but in view of the international 
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character of the proceedings with reference to its inanguration it might 
go to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. LONG. ‘Then I will change my suggestion, and move that it be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, with leave to report at 
any time. 

The SPEAKER. It has been already referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs; but the Chair will submit the latter part of the gentle- 
man’s motion to the Honse. 


Mr. DUNHAM. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. Does that give 


this committee the privilege of reporting legislation for immediate ac- 


tion? 

The SPEAKER. It would, underthe uniform practice of the House. 

Mr. DUNHAM, And force the Congress of the United States to pay 
for celebrating this matter? 

The SPEAKER. That would be aquestion for the determination of 
the House when the proposition is reported. 

The motion of Mr. LONG was agreed to; and the Committce on For- 
eign Affairs was authorized to report at any time. 

INDIAN AGENT, MACKINAC AGENCY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting an. estimate from the Secretary 
of the Interior of additional compensation to the Indian agent at the 
Mackinac agency, Michigan, for the next fiscal year; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be ‘printed. 


JOHN R. WATKINS 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the assistant 
clerk of the Courtof Claims, transmitting a copy of the order and find- 
ings of fact in the case of John R. Watkins vs. The United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CLAIMS ALLOWED BY THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a list of claims rendered against 
the United States in the Court of Claims, and recommending an appro- 
priation for their payment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


SENATE BILL REFERRED. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (8. 2256) to cre- 
ate a port of delivery at Lewes, Del.; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE POTOMAC. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 200) to authorize 
the purchase of the Aqueduct Bridge, or the construction of a bridge 
across the Potomac River at or near Georgetown, D. C., with an an- 
nouncement by the Senate that that body disagreed to the amendments 
of the House, requested a committee of conference, and had appointed 
as conferees on the part of the Senate Mr. RIDDLEBERGER, Mr. SPOONER, 
and Mr. VANCE. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the request for the con- 
ference will be agreed to, and the Chair will announce the conferees on 
the part of the House hereafter. 


DECORATION DAY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following communi- 
cation; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE PoTOMAC, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLI 
Washington, D. C., May 10, 1886. 

Sin: The executive committee on memorial services have the honor to extend 
to youand through you to the Representatives of the Forty-ninth Co a 
most cordial invitation to unite with the comrades of this department in tie cer- 
emonies in honor of their deceased comrades at Arlington, Va., on Monday, 
the 31st instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. E. FAUNCE, 


Assistant Adjulant-General and Secretary. 
Hon. Joun G. CARLISLE, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 


VISIT TO BATTLEFIELDS, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following communi- 
cation; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs: 

CoMMITTEE ON MruiITARyY AFPFATRs, 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., May 11, 1886, 

Sin: On behalf of the association of the First Army Corps of the Army of the 
Potomac, I have the honor to extend to you and tothe members of the House 
over which reside a cordial invitation to join the association in a visit to 
the battlefields is of South Mountainand Antietam, Maryland, on the 17th and 18th 
of the present month. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 
EDWARD 8. BRAGG, 


Chairman of Committee. 
Ilon. J. G. CARLISLE, 


Speaker cj the House of Representatives. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. O'HARA, for fifteen days, from the 14th instant, 


To Mr. MITCHELL, for one week. 

To Mr. Lowky, for one week, on account of important business. 

To Mr. LONG, indefinitely. 

To Mr. Gisson, of West Virginia, indefinitely, on account of sick- 
ness. 

To Mr. WADE, for two days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. LYMAN, until Saturday morning of the present week, on ac- 
count of important business. 

To Mr. CuTCHEON, for one day, to be absent from the city. _ 

To Mr, WINANS, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. EDEN. I ask unanimous consent to introduce for reference two 
or three bills, as I was unable to be present on Monday. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection pe Chair wil} recognize 
gentlemen who were not present on Monday for the purpose of intro- 
ducing bills. 

There was no objection. 

EDWARD 8. HARRISON. 

Mr. EDEN introduced a bill (H. R. 8747) to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Edward S. Harrison, of the county of Shelby, State of Illi- 
nois; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


FRANK P. WINCHESTER. 

Mr. EDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. 8748) toplace on the pension- 
roll the name of Frank P. Winchester, of Montgomery County, Illinois; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES II, WILLIAMS. 

Mr. EDEN aiso introduced a bill (H. R. 8749) to increase the pension 
of James H. Williams, of Montgomery County, Illinois; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM FICHTHORN. 

Mr. CURTIN (by Mr. Stor) introduced a bill (H. R. 8750) to in- 
crease the pension of William Fichthorn; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SAMUEL PF. RICE. 

Mr. FORNEY introduced a bill (H- R. 8751) for the relief of Samuel 
F. Rice; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

J. D. AUSTIN. 

Mr. PETERS introduced a bill (H. R. 8752) granting a pension to 
J. D. Austin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MALACHI KNISSELL. 
Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. R, 8753) granting a pension 
to Malachi Knissell; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WALTER 0: WATSON. 


Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 8754) granting a pension 
to Walter O. Watson; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CORRECTION. 


Mr. BRUMM. I desire to call the attention of the House to an error 
in the REcoRD in the rt of the remarks of the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. WHEELER]. The RecorD shows the gentleman from 
Alabama spoke as follows: 


I thank the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Brace] - the suggestion that 
the statements refer to the conspirator, Edwin M. Stanton. 


The correction I want to have made is that the siti used the 
words ‘‘to the arch conspirator, Edwin M. Stanton.’’ I ask that the 
correction be made, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Alabama does not appear to 
be in his seat. 

Mr. BRUMM. Then I will withhold this matter until the gentlc- 
man comes in. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. LORE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House be discharged from the further consideration of 
the bill (H. R. 8087), and that the same be taken up for present con- 
sideration. 

Mr. BEACH. In pursuance of the notice that I gave last Saturday, 
I shall be o to call for the regular order. 

The SP ER. The regular order isdemanded. The regular or- 
der is the call of the committees for reports. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Banking and Currency, re- 
ported back adversely bills of the following titles; which were sever 
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ally laid on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be | bills called up by committees, begins at twenty-five minutes before 12 
printed: o'clock. The call rests with the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (H.R. mae to aroems the State National Bank of Lincoln, INDEMNITY TO CHINESE SUBJECTS. 
Nebr., to increase its capital stock Mr BELMONT I call up for considerati joint resoluti 

Mr. BELMONT. p for consideration the joint resolution (H. 

A bill (H. R. 7687) to change the name of the Muscatine Bank in | Res. 147) providing indemnity te certain Chinese subjects for losses sus- 

Towa. “ | tained within the jurisdiction of the United States. 
BAYOU TECHE, GRAND LAKE, AND CHARENTON, LA. 


TheSPEAKER. Thisresolutionisin Committee of the Whole Honse 
Mr. IRION, from the Committee on a Pom an repo — # | on the state of the U rer 
bill (H. R. 8755) for connecting Bayou e wi rand Lake a ar- Mr. BELMONT. I ask that the Committee of the Whole be dis- 
enton, La.; which was read a and second time, referred to the Com- | charged from the further consideration of the joint resolution, and that 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the | jt be considered in the House as in Committee of the Whole. 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. | Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the resolution be first reported. 
OFFICERS’ QUARTERS, NEW YORK ARSENAL. The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read, after which the Chair 
Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, will state the request of the gentlemen from New York [Mr. BELMONT]. 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7764) for | The joint resolution was read, as tollows: 
” quarters Resolved by the Senate and Hi of Representatives, &c., That the sum of $147,- 
ya <i'to the Committee of the ine, mel erga Ueien, 748.74 cena the cubie to henley, eueveerinned. wal of any pomerinenel in the Treas- 


ury not otherwise appropriated, to be paid to the Chinese Government, in con- 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. sideration of the losses unhappily sustained by certain Chinese subjects by mob 
EDWAY A. GRANT. 


violence at Rock Springs, in the Territory of Wyoming, September 2, 1885; the 
said sum being intended for distribution among the sufferers and their legal 
Mr. BROWN, of Ohio, from the Committee on Claims, reported back | representatives, in the discretion of the Chinese Government. 
with a favorable ‘recommendation the bill (S. 267) for the relief of Edway 
A. Grant; which'was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 


Sec, 2. That the further restriction of Chinese or coolie labor immigration, if 
the same shall be found necessary and expedient, can be most properly accom- 

on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 

to be printed. 





plished by the modification of existing treaties. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on Foreign Affairs was 
read, as follows: 

Strike out section 2. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York asks unanimous 
consent that the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union be discharged from the further consideration of this joint reso- 
lution, and that it be now considered in the House as in Committee ot 
the Whole. Is there objection? 

Mr. LOUTTIT. I object. a 

Mr. BELMONT. I move, then, that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the con- 
sideration of this joint resolution. 

The motion was agreed to; there being—ayes 89, noes 7. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union (Mr. HAtTcH in the chair), and proceeded to 
the consideration of joint resolution (H. Res. 147) providing indemnity 
to certain Chinese subjects for losses sustained within the jurisdiction 
of the United States. 

Mr. McCREARY. I ask that the report of the committee, which 
embraces the message of the President of the United States on this sub- 
ject, in which this whole subject of Chinese indemnity is thoroughly 
presented and fully discussed, be read: 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New York [Mr. Bgt- 
MONT] yield to the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. McCr@iry]? 

Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Chairman, I think that the business of the 
House will be more quickly disposed of if the reading of the report is 
dispensed with. It contains the message of the President together with 
voluminous documents. I think I can explain the matter briefly. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York is recognized as 
first entitled tothe floor. TheChair will recognize the gentleman from 


T. H. NORTON AND JAMES M’LEAN. 

Mr. MCKENNA, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 4760) for the relief of T. H. 
Norton and James McLean; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

JOHN RYAN. 

Mr, LOUTTIT, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 5921) granting an 
increase of to John Ryan; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the ie House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

JURISDICTION IN PATENT SUITS. 

Mr. COLLINS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
with amendments the bill (H. R. 6320) extending the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Claims to certain suits for the use of patents and patented 
inventions against the United States; which was referred to the House 
Calendar, and, with theaccompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

PROCEDURE UNITED STATES COURTS IN CRIMINAL CASES. 


Mr. HAMMOND, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported, 
asa substitute for H. R. 3883, a bill (H. R. 8756) to simplify the plead- 
ings and procedure in criminal cases in the courts of the United States 
and of the District of Columbia; which was referred to the House Cal- 
endar, and, with the accom report, ordered to be printed. 

The ee bill eee R. a 3085) wo was hid, on the table. 

Mr. ROGERS, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to file the views 
of the minority, to be printed with the report of the committee. Kentucky later 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Chairman, I am confident there need be no 

Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that | special appeal made to the sense of justice which exists in this House; 

the committee had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the fol- i $8 ; 


and it hardly seems necessary to do more than briefly state the facts 
lo titles; when the Speaker signed the same: concerning this unfortunate affair in order to bring the Hous, to a full 


—— ee 
TT 





A 8. 363) granting a pension to Edward Ayers; understanding of the grounds upon which was based the President’s 
A bill (8. 483) to restore Sidney B. Tullan to the pension-roll ; message of March 2 on this subject, and the reasons which have in- 
A bill (S. 612) granting a pension to William Weightman; duced the Committee on Foreign Affairs to ask unanimously the pas- 
A bill (S. 843) granting a pension to Elise Burki; sage of this joint resolution. 
A bill (8. ine a pension to Dudley B. Branch; In September last there occurred at Rock Springs, in the Territory of 
A bill (8. 963) granting a pension to Harriet M. Rider; Wyoming, a conflict among the laborers engaged in the mines, of whom 
A bill (8. @ pension to Elizabeth Barker; it should be remarked at the outset that none appear to have been 
A bill (8. 1020) au the District of Columbia to convey the | citizens of the United States. Rock Springs consisted of two settle- 
alley 15 feet wide, running east and west between lots 6 and 7, in square ments, one inhabited chiefly by Welchmen and Swedes, the other by 
635, comprising an area of 3,480 square feet of land, to the owner of | Chinamen. All received the same rate of pay of $3.50 a day the year 
said lots; 4 round; and for eight years the white and the Chinese miners had lived 
A bill fe ie ree pnts to Emeline J. Babson; and worked peaceably alongside of each other. Last sammer a strike 
A bill (S. 1105) granting right of way to the Kensington and | was attempted to be organized by the white miners. The Chinese re- 
Railroad Company through the arsenal grounds at Bridesburg, | fused to take part in it. The evidence is clear and uncontradicted 
fay that no other cause of offense was given. On the 2d of September the 
A bill 152) granting a pension to Sarah E. Bassett; white miners, to the number of about one hundred and fifty, armed 
A bill sae) eventing granting a pension to David W. Hamilton; themselves with rifles and made a sudden attack upon the defenseless 
A bill granting a pension to Isom Wilkerson; Chinamen. The shooting continued for ten hours; twenty-eight of the 
A bill 1630 630) granting a pension to James C. Chandler; Chinamen were killed, 2 number wounded, and their quarters were 
A bill 1 the relief of John D. Ham; burned and plundered. Noserious effort was made to bring to punish- 
A bill 2134 Cs eed pension to Patrick A. Callanan; ment the perpetrators of this outrage. An inquest was held over the 
— 2185 the relief of Loney pean b bodies of some of the victims, and this was the verdict rendered: 
2186 @ pension 1s ener; si rs coroner's jury, fre idence befo 
A bill for the relief of Rebecca E. Haskins; and us state that hursaw bodies Nos. 5.6.7,4,9, 10, 11,1213 land 1 came to their 
A bill granting a pension to Ann Smith. death from exposure to fire, the nationality of said bodies being.unknown to us, 





ORDER OF BUSINESS. as they were defaced beyond recognition. 
The réport of the grand jury was as follows: 
SPEAKER. The hour for the consideration, under the rule, of o : 


We have diligently inquired into the occurrence at Rock Springs on the 2d 
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day of September last, and, though we have examined a large number o. wit- 
nesses, no one has been able to testify to a single criminal act committed byan 
known white person thatday. Whatever crimes may have been comm . 
the perpetrators thereof have not been disclosed by the evidence before us; and, 
therefore, while we deeply regret the circumstance, we are wholly unable, act- 
ing under the obligation of our oaths, to return indictments. 


Shortly after, under the protection of United States troops, the con- 
suls of the Chinese Empire in New York and San Francisco proceeded 
tothe scene of the massacre and made a careful investigation and report. 
Of this the President of the United States says: 


In the investigation of the Rock Springs outbreak and the ascertainment of 
the facts on which the Chinese minister's statements rest, the Chinese representa- 
tives were aided by the agents of the United States, and the reports submitted, 
having been thusframed and recounting facts within the knowledge of witnesses 
on both sides, possess an impartial truthfulness which could not fail to give 
them great impressiveness. 





In the papers accompanying the message is contained a statementin 
detail of the value of the property destroyed, which averages for each 
Chinaman mobbed about $200; and the whole amount is the sum named 
in this joint resolution. 

It may be urged against the payment of indemnity under these cir- 
cumstances that the subjects of China are under our treaties entitled to 
the same remedies at law as our own citizens; that the Territorial, State, 
and lederal courts are open to them for redress. But this is provided 
always that the laws are executed and enforced. In this instance it is 
clear that they were not executed, which goes far in determining our 
responsibility and liability asa Government. Besides, whatever may 
be said to the contrary, it is a fact that the States do not protect for- 
eigners from the hatred or prejudice of their citizens. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Let me ask the gentleman a question right 
here. Of what nationality were the men who murdered these China- 
men ’? 

Mr. BELMONT. They were Welshmen and Swedes. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. None were American citizens? 

fr. BELMONT. It does not appear that any of them were Ameri- 
can citizens, 

Mr. FELTON. All of them were aliens, were they not? 

Mr. BELMONT. All of them, as far as can be ascertain 

Mr. FELTON. One alien against another—the Asiatic against the 
European ? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Or the reverse. 

Mr. BELMONT. Yes, sir. 

The States have surrendered to the National Government their power 
over the intercourse of their citizens with foreign nations. It may per- 
haps be argued that throughout all of the treaties with China there runs 
a certain lack of reciprocity in respect to certain restrictions as to resi- 
dence and occupation imposed upon our citizens in China; which, on 
the other hand, are not placed upon the subjects of the Chinese Empire 
within our own borders. For instance, the treaty of 1844, in article 1, 
applies to our citizens ‘‘ resorting to China for purposes of commerce.”’ 
Article 3 permits Americans to frequent certain specific ports. Article 
17, among other things, provides: 

And in order to the preservation of the public peace the local officers of the 
government at each of the five ports shall, in concert with the consuls, define 
the limits beyond which it shall not be lawful for the citizens of the United 
States to go. 

These conditions are substantially retained in the treaty of 1868, and 
even in 1880 we are not admitted to full reciprocity in respect to the 
matter of intercourse within the Chinese Empire. But at all times 
the Chinese when they are here can go where they will and can en- 
gage in any occupation they may choose. We have, however, no fault 
to find with China on that ground. 

The differences between our free institutions and the civilization of 
China are sufficient reasons in justification of it, and it does not in the 
least interfere with the friendly relations which we have maintained 
and which we desire to continue to maintain with China, and we may 
well recall the promptness and the fairness with which China has al- 
ways responded to our own demands for similar indemnities, which 
have been paid to us in large amounts in the past. 

Should the House see fit to adopt the recommendations of the Presi- 
dent in this message, it will assume the claim which the Chinese min- 
ister has made under the instructions of his government to be a debt 
of honor which we owe to China; and while we thus our sym- 
pathy with the victims of a wrong which the Government of the United 
States could neither foresee nor prevent, we are well aware that it is 
our own Government, rather than that of China, which has suffered the 
greater indignity and injury by reason of this flagrant violation of our 
laws. 

We desire to extend to China the same liberality and generosity 
which characterizes the action of the Government of the United States 
in its relation to all foreign powers; and it must at the same time be 
made very clear that the results of mob dictation and mob violence 
have only to be made known in this House to meet with the condem- 
nation which they merit. It is not so much many and new laws the 
country demands of © as it is the execution and enforcement on 
the part of the Government of laws already existing, under which we 
should abide. f 

I reserve the remainder of my time. 
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Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Let me ask the gentleman before 
he takes his seat how this amount was ascertained ? 

Mr. BELMONT. By a careful investigation made by the officers of 
the Chinese Government; and we were also represented, as stated in the 
President’s message, the extracts from which I read a few moments 
ago. . 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. How is it ascertained that China 
is satisfied with that amount ? 

Mr. BELMONT. China, through its minister, made the claim, speci- 
fying the amount ascertained, and the President recommended its pay- 
ment. 

Mr. PETERS. Is there any evidence showing that any of these 
parties had indicated any intention of becoming citizens of the United 
States? 

Mr. BELMONT. There is no such evidence. 

Mr. PETERS. Theinference isthat none of them had declared their 
intention to become citizens ? 

Mr. BELMONT. Yes, sir; of course the gentleman’s question does 
not refer to the Chinese, who can not become citizens. 

Mr. MORROW. Under the law the Chinese can not become citizens 
of the United States. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Let me ask the gentleman from New York if under 
the treaties with China this Government is under any-obligation to pay 
an indemnity in this case ? 

Mr. BELMONT. No more in respect to China than any other na- 
tion. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then this proposition is entirely voluntary on our 

rt? 

Mr. BELMONT. It is not entirely voluntary in the sense I under- 
stand the gentleman to mean. It is to meet an obligation—— 

Mr. DUNHAM. Are we under any more obligation to pay this in- 
demnity than to pay for damages that might occur to the citizens of 
the United States in any of the Territories ? 

Mr. BELMONT. Oh, yes. These were subjects of a foreign gov- 
ernment, and the distinction is very clear. Our own citizens do not 
certainly claim the protection of the Federal Government in such cases; 
but they Lave the privilege of going into the courts of the States or the 
Territories to seek redress for their wrongs. But there is a failure of 
justice in this case. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Dol understand the gentleman to mean that we 
are more under obligations in this case than we would be if these peo- 
ple had been American citizens? 

Mr. BELMONT. Certainly. 

Mr. HISCOCK. ‘Will the gentleman state the basis of the calcula- 
tion—upon what the committee fixed a value? 

Mr. BELMONT. On the property; not upon the lives of the vic- 
tims. 

Mr. HISCOCK. And what they ask for is the value of the property 
destroyed ? 

Mr. BELMONT. Exactly. 

Mr. HISCOCK. And the lives of the men are not taken into ac- 
count? 

Mr. BELMONT. They are not taken into account. I must refuse 
to yield further for questions, because there are gentlemen who desire 
to address the.committee. 1 yield three minutes to the gentleman from 
California [Mr. Fe.ron]. But first I will ask unanimous consent to 
limit general debate to thirty minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York asks unanimous 
consent that general debate be limited to thirty minutes. 

Mr. McCREARY. I object. 

Mr. BELMONT. I yield three minutes to the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Fe.ton]. 

Mr. FELTON. As three minutes are hardly time enough to discuss 
this question in any of its parts, I simply desire to say this, and I say 
it with due to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, that if they 
had expended their time in examining the causes from which these out- 
rages arose, if they had looked to the history of the past, they would 
have found as they followed the history of Chinese immigration, without 
one deviation whatsoever, that this outrage was the natural result of 
that immigration, and they would have addressed their attention to the 
curing of the evil rather than to palliating or for scenes like 
these. I have no time to go into details, and give to my colleague 
[Mr. McKenna] the balance of my time. 

Mr. BELMONT. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Morrow]. 

Mr. MORROW. This resolution standing alone is perhaps a meas- 
ure of doubtful propriety, but considering our relations with China, an‘ 
the necessity not only for farther legislation but further treaty stipu!.- 
tions absolutely prohibiting the of Chinese subjects to this 
country, Iam disposed to think that the benevolence of Congress in 
this matter may be an actof wisdom. The tion is that the Gen- 
eral Government shall to the Empire a sum of moncy 4s 
indemnity for the crael outrages committed upon Chinamen at Rock 
Springs, in the Territory of Wyoming, in September last. a 

Two classes of laborers, both alien, were in the employ of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company working coal mines at Rock Springs. A con- 
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troversy arose out of that employment, and a collision followed, as has 
many times before elsewhere under like circumstances. 

Murder and spoliation ran riot. The Chinamen were driven from 
their habitations, a number were murdered, many were wounded, and 
some property was destroyed. The whole affair was disgraceful in the 
extreme, and can not be excused or ignored. The most that can be said 
is that no citizen of the United States was engaged in the massacre. 
This may console ussomew hat in the regard we have for American citizen- 
ship, but it does not right the wrong that has been committed on Ameri- 
can soil. Our national fame is involved in the course we shall pursue 
with reference to this unfortunate occurrence. The Chinese Govern- 
ment has presented a claim for indemnity for the losses sustained by her 
subjects, and as the purpose of this resolution is to pay that claim, the 
question at once arises, why does the Federal Government assume the 
igations of a local Territorial community in this i 
The answer is, that no legal obligations are assumed, but because the 
local authorities at Rock Springs have failed to enforce the laws and 


Some further justification for this indemnity may perhaps be found 
in the provisions of Article III of the treaty of November 17, 1880, 
between the United States and China, which provides as follows: 

If Chinese laborers or Chinese of any other now either permanently or 


tem poraril a in the territory of the Uni States, meet with ill treat- 
moet of the bande any other , the Government of the United States 


will exertali its power to devise measures for their protection and to secure to 
them the same rights, privileges, immunities,and exemptions as may be en- 
ioyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation, and to which they 
are by treaty. 

The agreement on the part of the United States to exert all its power 
to devise measures for the protection of Chinese residing in this country 
is, of course, nota legal obligation to indemnify the Chinese Government 
for the absence of that protection in any particular case; but is there 
not a moral obligation to deal generously with the Chinese Government 
in a case like the present one when the proper responsible channeis to 


the duties of local sovereignty, but the Federal jurisdiction, under its 
treaty-making power, may deal with any nation upon such generous 
and honorable terms as shall serve the best interest of the people of the 
United States. This is a material and important point in this matter. 
The people of the United States, and particularly those who reside on 
the Pacific coast, are deeply concernéd in the relations that shall con- 
tinue to exist between the United States and China. 

We demand that the immigration of Chinese laborers into this country 
shall absolutely cease. We have already entered into treaty stipula- 
tions with the Chinese Government with that purpose in view. We 

i under that treaty to carry this purpose into effect, but 
the persistent character of the Chinese people in seeking the advantages 
of a new country and a free government has set our efforts at detiance. 
Farther legi is proposed. Indeed it is announced that the next 
Se es eee ne o> Pecsign Afhize ip ono do- 

to more effectually out rpose of the existing treaty 
win chun i the teatsiction of i immigration. I regret 
that the restriction was not first brought forward. 
Such a proceeding would haveshown a disposition on the part of Con- 
gress to remove the cause of disease before applying the plaster to the 

If the that now threaten us from this direction were 
would not hesitate a moment in its action, 
but would at once put an end to the controversy by ar ear + ge 


judicial decree. We must not mistake thesituation. There are danger- 
signals flying which we would do well to heed. The sky of social order 
is ominously overcast and threatening, and unless we are firm of pur- 


ene te pee cn need 
resist or escape its perils. the emergency would be 
met with the force of a standing army. e have no standing army, 
ee aes ee purpose of intimidating 


security does not lie in the direction 
The duty of the hour isclearly to American labor by giving it 
all the BEE oid gee thes tt io teented foci tin 
doing this we will preserve the life and vigor of our civilization for our- 


a. re China will not eee me and that 
must ts ied ter 
Thin wo SA map mam express or =~ 1" 


4427 
this barrier to our freedom of action removed. We can not continue in 
this state of uncertainty, breeding restlessness and discontent among a 
people already disturbed and anxious from other causes. The honest, 
intelligent labor of the country demands that this question shall be 
effectually and permanently settled, and men of business and affairs see 
that their security and prosperity depend upon the removal of these 
causes of agitation. The present restriction act provides for the exclu- 
sion of Chinese laborers for a period of ten years. Four years have 
already run, and the Chinaman still comes slyly creeping in through tho 
holes his cunning has discovered in the law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MORROW. [should like to have two minutes more. 

Mr. BELMONT. I desire to ask the gentleman from California [ Mr. 
Morrow] a question. Do I understand that he is in favor of this 
proposition ? 

Mr. MORROW. Iam. I was about to state so, if I can have an- 
other minute. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New York yield fur- 
ther time to the gentleman from California? 

Mr. BELMONT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORROW. We ought to stop this immigration and extend the 
period of exclusion for at least twenty years, so that those who may 
seek labor and fortune in the great West may be assured that for at 
least the active period of one human life they will be protected from 
further inroads from that direction. We ought to go still farther, and 
this is the point I desire to make in favor of this indemnity. In order 
that all cause for alarm in the future may be removed we should by 
treaty stipulations make the exclusion of Chinese laborers from this 
country absolute and perpetual. To this end I would place the ad- 
ministration in the best possible position to honorably demand such 
terms and conditions from China as would secure thisimportant result. 
I would strengthen the hands of the Executive in every legitimate and 
proper way, so that in the event of a failure to secure the consent and 
co-operation of China in this matter we will at least be left free to act 
forthe best interests of our own peopie. This indemnity will bemoney 
well expended, if while discharging whatever moral obligations we 
may be under we can also make it do duty in paving the way to a set- 
tlement of this vexed question of Chinese immigration. In this view 
of the situation, and considering the benefit that may accrue to this 
country by the course indicated, I shall support the measure. And for 
these reasons I differ from some of my colleagues upon this question, 
although having the same object in view and as earnest as they in se- 
curing it. [Applause.] 

Mr. BELMONT. I now yield tothe gentleman from California [ Mr. 
McKENNA |] seven minutes. 

Mr. FELTON. Before my colleague commences I will state that I 
will give him the two minutes which I had reserved 

Mr. MCKENNA. Mr. Chairman, any proposition that can invoke 
the aid of sympathy and sentiment is more than specious; and any op- 
position to it, with whatever good intention urged or with whatever 

reason supported, may seem cold, if not invidious. 

The law was outraged at Rock Springs, and even now we can not hear 
of the massacre on that occasion without being filled with indignant hor- 
ror, and our excited sympathies are upt to consider as mean a refusal to 
remunerate the victims of that unfortunate occurrence by at least in- 
demnifying them for the property that was stolen or destroyed. 

But, sir, notwithstanding what bas been said it is not clear to me that an 
outbreak of race antipathiesin which no American participated though 
it was made horrible by arson and murder has any claim to the consider- 
ation of this Congress. Our deputed function should be directed by 
something else than feeling; and it may be urged that to the represent- 
atives of a people with limited power that there are no moral obligations 
except what are also legal ones and the groaning Calendar of this House 
admonishes us that we have other use for $147,000 than bestowing them 
in benevolence, expending them upon factitious obligations or squan- 
dering them in romantic and showy comity. I would not counsel a 
disregard of the usual comity of nations, nor for our self-respect would 
I urge less to be shown China than to any other nation. Nor would I 
hunt with grudging purpose and miserly, minute vision through the in- 
tricate relations existing between the States or Territories and the Gen- 
eral Government for reasons to evade any liability; and if I could see in 
the facts of the case one reason to impute blame to the General Govern- 
ment or any substantial claim to our sympathy and our charity that 
could not be urged as a dangerous example hereafter, I, sir, would sup- 

rt this measure. 

President Cleveland and Secretary Bayard are very distinct in affirm- 
ing that no blame can be imputed to theGovernment. It is true they 
think it is a proper matter to be submitted to the compassionate con- 
sideration of Congress. But Mr. Evarts and Mr. Blaine in like situa- 
tions denied an appeal for indemnity for the Denver riots in 1880. It 
did not occur to their manly, practical sense that there was any reason 
for the Government’s benevolence to be exercised or that it was its 
duty to requite every injury caused by ‘‘ man’s inhumanity to man.’’ 

But my colleague says there is something in the treaty that is of 
special obligation; that we have assumed to exert ourselves to protect 
these people and to afford them like rights as we do those of the most 
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favored nation. Mr. Chairman, if there is any effect in that provision 
it is tolimit, not extend, liability, and have not we discharged it? It 
is not said that there was any blame before the riots; it is not claimed 
that there was any default on the part of the Government afterward, 
and it so promptly interfered, Mr. Chairman, that it is no figure of 
speech to say that the fugitive Chinamen were escorted back by Gov- 
ernment troops, installed in their employments, and have been pro- 
tected there ever since. But the distinguished chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs says that acoroner’s jury ignored all personal 
knowledge of the rioters. Well, suppose it did. Is this Government 
to be substituted to the misconduct or the dereliction of a local tri- 
bunal? And, sir, when are we to stop? Are we to continue this vi- 
carious atonement for all the lawlessness that is committed everywhere? 
But Secretary Bayard says that we are to call this no precedent. He 
says that we shall stop here. Sir, it is an example of some kind; if it 
is a good one it ought to be followed; if it is a badone it is sure to be. 
The declaration, sir, is either idle or inconsistent, and exposes the slen- 
der grounds upon which this claim to our charity or our courtesy or 
our benevolence, or whatever you may please to call it, rests. 

Further, Mr. Chairman, if we indemnify the victims of this riot, why 
not indemnify the victims of every riot? A nation can not be expected 
to farnish to aliens ampler remedy and surer remuneration for injury 
than to its own citizens. This is the vice, the discrimination of the 
pending measure; and if we pass this resolution, if we pay this money, 
we can have no reason to refuse to requite the victims of the riots in 
Chicago or of the Jate labor strikes. Those who lost property in those 
affairs can come to this Congress and claim like reparation, and com- 
plain—ay, sir, justly complain—if they are turned over to the local tri- 
bunals for redress, to run the chance of inadequate recovery, because 
juries prejudiced against them or sympathetic with the strikers may 
return bad verdicts or false ones. 

Now, as to the amount of the Claim, Mr. Chairman, I have this to 
say: If it is intended to smooth diplomatic relations with China, and 
is to be given to the Government instead of to those who were injured, 
I say doit well. If it is to be a donation of the charity, the mercy, 
the pity of this Congress, I would say, sir, borrowing the thought and 
the language of another, give your dollars as though they were leaves 
and you had a forest to draw from. But, sir, if it is intended to be 
strict remuneration for the loss of property, I say you should take some 
means te ascertain whether the amount of money which is set forth in 
the report is the true amount or not, and I have been credibly informed 
that the assessment-roll of Sweetwater County, Wyoming Territory, 
will reveal the fact that only $200 of property was assessed against 
Chinamen at the time they say they had $147,000, and that $200 was 
for a piece of real estate. 

I submit, then, Mr. Chairman, that there is no reason to pass this 
measure. I submit that it is not a proper matter to appeal to the be- 
nevolence of Con , that it is not a proper matter for the charity of 
Congress. It will set a dangerous precedent which will be urged here- 
after as charitable certainly, and as just also, because if you refuse like 
charity to some other victim you do an injustice. ‘Therefore, Mr. 
Chairman, I think this Congress should refuse to pass this resolution. 
[App lause. ] 

Mr: BELMONT. Mr. Chairman, I now yield seven minutes to the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Hrrr]. 

Mr. MILLS. I ask the gentleman from New York to yield to me 
for one minute. 

Mr. BELMONT assented. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chairman, I understand that this report comes from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs with the unanimous consent of the 
members of that committee. I want some of the gentlemen who are 
= to advocate the report before the House to tell us why we ought to 

is indemnity to the Chinese, and, at the same time, to tell us why 
no no bill has been reported to this House to indemnify our own citizens who 
have suffered from depredations committed by Indians, who also have 
treaty relations with the Government of the United States. What dis- 
tinction is there between the rights of citizens of the United States 
whose property has been despoiled by Indians and the rights of these 
Chinese whose property has been di ? I put this question in 
order to invite discussion by gentlemen who are urging the speedy 
passage of this resolution, in order that they may tell the House upon 
what principle it is that our own citizens who have been for years de- 
spoiled of their property by Indians, and who have been appealing to 
Congress year after year for redress, and who have now claims amount- 
ing to six or eight million dollars filed in the Interior Department, 
have neverhad one dollar appropriated by Congress to indemnify them 
for their losses. 

Mr. BELMONT. Is all this to a out of my time? 

Mr. ERMENTROUT. I suggest a that his question 
should be directed to the Cunttione< on Indian Affairs, not to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. MILLS. I am asking it of the House. 

Ret HITT. The observations of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 

Haas ern may be very pertinent upon some other bill when our domes- 
under discussion; but this isa measure touching our rela- 
tions with th the Empire of China, and growing out of the principles of 
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justice among men and the obligation under which we have placed our- 

selves by the third article of the treaty of 1880 with China, by which 
we solemnly promised to protect Chinamen in the territory of the 

United States who — with ill treatment at the hands of any othe: 

persons. We are to protect them not only against our own citizens, 

but Welsh and Swedes not naturalized and all other persons—when 
they are within the United States, and to secure to them the sam: 

rights as the subjects of the most favored nation. 

The gentleman who has just taken his seat [Mr. MCKENNA] said 
that the passage of this joint resolution would be a dangerous prece- 
dent. Letme remind him that it is in the line of precedent, and it would 
be a violation of the national duty not to follow here as a Christian 
nation the policy and course which our Government has adopted over 
and over again in dealing with questions of this character. We paid 
$71,000 for the houses and other property of twenty-two Spanish sub- 
jects destroyed at Key Westand at New Orleans by furious mobs, in 1851, 
like this one at Rock Springs. We have claimed payments over and 
over again in similar cases where the government or its courts had failed 
to prevent wrongs to American citizens. I might cite one which is 
within the knowledge of every citizen of the United States, where we 
demanded from Great Britain indemnity for our citizens injured by the 
Alabama and other cruisers because she would not enforce her loca! 
laws, because she permitted men to organize within her borders and 
prepare for piracy and crime upon the high seas at the expense of ou: 
people, She failed to prevent these crimes and losses as we failed to 
prevent or punish the crimes so horribly perpetrated at Rock Springs on 
Chinamen. Weclaimed that the Government of Great Britain, not the 
individual citizens who perpetrated the crimes, should pay that bill; 
and uncounted millions were handed over as we demanded them. A 
king’s ransom was paid for the losses of our citizens in that case, ani 
was paid without question as to the amounts or details of losses. 

We have made similar demands over and over again of many different 
nations. Wemade ademand of this kind from China herself; we took 
$67,000 for mob violence—— 

Mr. HAMMOND. I was about to remind the gentleman that we 
have demanded indemnity from China herself over and over again an‘ 
have obtained it. 

Mr. HITT. Yes, sir; my friend would have heard me state in a mo- 
ment that we took from China $735,000 in 1858 on demands which we 
did not let that government scrutinize, and $67,000 of that was for mob 
violence to Americans just ae Chinamen were injured by mob violence 
at Rock Springs. We exacte sc much money then from the Chinese 
Government that there were not claims enough to absorb it, and after 
all were satisfied several hundred thousand remained for many years, 
and in the last Congress our time was taken up in finding out how much 
of this vast sum in excess of any just demands had been retained by 
us more than twenty years, nearly thirty years—money which we de- 
~manded long ago from an unwilling but yielding nation, and from which 
we made payments upon every claim that any American could invent, 
and at last had to send back a great sum to the Chinese Government; 
and in that case no Chinese official was ever permitted to look into the 
evidences on which our demand was 

The gentleman from California says these amounts proposed to be 
paid to victims are extravagant—$200 or $300 each for all that meu 
had on earth; men who were wounded, driven from their homes, thrown 
back while wounded into their burning houses and burned alive; others 
escaping to the mountains, robbed, bare, and outcast! More than seven 
hundred of these unhappy men were thus outraged; and the gentle- 
man thinks the sum of $147,000 is extravagant. 

The gentleman says that for the outrages committed in this case no 


American citizen is ible. Were they not accessories to these 
crimes after thefact? Is there no nsibility resting upon the coro- 
ner and a jury of American citizens who thought it fitting to put a jest 


into their finding upon this horrible crime, who said, in what should 
have been the solemn finding of the coroner’s jury upon the charred 
bodies of men wounded by murderers who boasted of it and thrown 
into the flames of their houses, that they thought “‘the said parties 
must have come to their death by fire.’’ 

Where is there redress if not here for these unhappy people? =n 
they sue their murderers and robbers before courts where justice is ad- 
ministered to Chinamen in such horrible mockery of justice? Only tle 
Government can help them. 

We have demanded of the Chinese Government pay for injuries by 
mobs and all other forms of injury to individual Americans. | could 
occupy your time until the sun goes down in reciting the cases. They 
are innu ; they ran almost every year of our inter- 
course with China since 1844. We have presented bills in enormous 
amounts for losses in household furniture and for personal injuries. 
We did not ask $200 per injured man as For example, 40 
American named Edwards, in Canton, at a time eemeaiieh the — and 
eae , was mistaken for oa -« 

our anglo-maniacs would have been Gaveased | e [laugh- 
ter], but Edwards was not. They put ered by the nak him to 
prison, and kept him there til near hight, when the mistake was 
covered and he was liberated, the mandarins expressing their sorrow 
for the occurrence. Our minister presented a bill in that case for $51,- 
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600, and it was paid. How many millions would this resolution require 
for seven hundred and sixty-four outraged Chinamen by that rule of 
value? 

Take another instance. A missionary, Mr. Corbett, went off 130 
miles from the treaty port where he had been stationed. A mob there 
maltreated him and injured his property. He was engaged in preach- 
ing the gospel of peace. He complained of the violence which he had 
suffered, and our Christian nation sent a consul and a vessel to settle 
the occurrence. The Chinamen were dra 140 miles from their 
homes. Twenty-eight of them were punished; some by being beaten 
with the bamboo, some receiving forty blows, some sixty, some eighty. 
Others wereimprisoned. The whole claim of the missionary for all his 
losses was paid in fall; and the Chinese authorities were commanded 
to announce that hereafter the gospel of peace should be proclaimed 
without molestation. 

In that stern fashion the Chinese Government punished those who 
troubled an American; in that liberal spirit they indemnified him for 
all losses. Shall we cavil now at this bill? The Christian nations pass 
by the Chinese courts contemptuously, though our commissioner says 
they are faithfal and punctual, and make their demands on the gov- 
ernment, which has to pay them. They have yielded to force to admit 
the vile opium traffic. All they dois yield and pay. Their knowl- 
edge of foreign nations is all painful and humiliating. 

Is it wonderful that Chinese writers find some justification for that 
national distrust and often hatred of foreigners that pervades the bor- 
ders of China where foreigners are known ? 

Is it not most ungracious in us, after the high and hard demands we 
have made upon China for every bruise or insult an American has suf- 
fered, to haggle over this resolution to pay $147,000 for the losses of 
more than seven hundred people driven from their homes, shot, their 
dwellings burned, they themselves in some instances murdered as they 
fled, or dragging their wounded limbs and starving to death afterward 
upon the sterile mountains? The property lost by these people was 
their all. The President, in his message, says the investigation into the 
losses by the Chinese consuls and the agents of the United States was 
impartial and their report truthfal. Shall the survivors of those out- 
rages go to the courts? What one among these timid creatures would 
dare face almost certain death by going into a court-house to sue these 
ruffians? The courts afford no remedy for Chinese. Fancy those un- 
happy wretches drawing near a court of justice in California! [Ap- 

lause. 
" The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
Hirt] has expired. 

Mr. BELMONT. I now yield seven minutes to the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. WORTHINGTON ]. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. Mr. Chairman, it is not claimed this reso- 
lution is based upon any treaty stipulation or any well-established 
principle of international law. Nor, on the other hand, can I assent 
at all to the expression of the Executive in his message calling favora- 
ble attention to this subject, in which he speaks of the action here pro- 
posed as. ‘‘ wholly gratuitous and resorted to in a spirit of pure gener- 
osity.”’? If I believed the action was based solely on gratuitous and 
generous motives I should certainly vote against this proposition. But 
believe, sir, there are cogent reasons for its adoption, and inthe short 
time given to me I can but advert to some of them without attempting 

or them. 


defend 

In the first place, it isa matter of policy a resolution of this kind 
should be passed. must not forget we have nearly one 
American residents in China, with hundreds of thousands of 

dollars invested there. The same prejudices which exist here against 
Chinese in China exist against American residents. If we fail to make 
some for damages done to Chinese residents here, it is but nat- 
ural in the cities of China, in the densely populated quarters in which our 
American residents live there, the Chinese will be actuated by the same 
these assailants of Chinese in Wyoming, and 


But it is evident it is the desire of our 7 om that more strict laws 
passed against Chinese immigration. e experience of the last 

-five years has demonstrated that Chinese laborers are unwel- 
this . We never want to see the day when our Amer- 

ican laborers shall live in the manner in which the Chinese live. Nor 

do we want to see the day come when they will compete with them by 

living in that way. ; 

Now, i that i true, itis certainly right, while we propose to go to the 


_ 


| 


very verge excluding Chinese, we should at 
least manifest the same of fairness and liberality in settling for 
damages which have been done to them that they have shown in paying 
for damages done to American citizens. 

Itis very ee is no t on the part of America for paying 


oerntet shape of to Chinese, but there is example on 
Sn ee ne low. 

; was paid by the 
Chinese Government to be used for the purpose of Sulina tee dann. 
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claimant every damage he claimed, and to which the commissioners be- 
lieved he was entitled, there was a surplus, as declared by Mr. Ward 
in the following language: 

_ On the 26th of January, 1860, Minister Ward transmitted to the Seeretary of 
State the following report of the commission, and said, as far as I have been able 
to learn every claimant is content with the amount awarded. Certainly such 
ought to be the fact, and yet the amount secured by the treaty will not be ex- 
hausted, but after paying every just demand against the Chinese Government 
there will be a surplus of more than $200,000, 

Now, after the commission had granted every amount there wascnough 
in excess to warrant Congress, as I understand, by its action finally, out 
of this amount to appropriate the further sum of $151,259 for demands 
our cwn commission had absolutely refused to allow. 

We boast we are a Christian nation. We think we are on a plane of 
civilization higher than the Chinese. We send our missionaries to 
heathen China to convert the Chinese. Shall it be avowed and said we 
will allow them to be murdered in Christian America and will refuse 
to make that reparation which China amply gave for damages suffered 
by our citizens resident in China? 

I, for one, while fully acknowledging we are not bound by any treaty 
stipulations, we are not bound by any principle of international Jaw, am 
willing to base my action on the broad principles of equity and of that 
comity which ought to control the intercourse between the United States 
and China now as héretofore, and be willing as a Christian to follow 
the example these heathens, as we call them, havesetus. [ Applause. ] 

I do not wish to consume any further time. 

Mr. BELMONT. I wish now to yield for five minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Rice]. I would like to know, be- 
fore taking my seat, how much time I have remaining. 

The CHAIRMAN. There are only five minutes of the time remain- 
ing. 

Mr. RICE. I ask by unanimous consent, as the time has been taken 
up out of the hour allowed by the committee by interruptions, I may 
have five minutesin addition to the five minutes remaining of the hour. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman’s time can be taken to-morrow. 

Mr. RICE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that the unanimity with 
which the Committee on Foreign Affairs reported this bill to the House 
seems to me to be followed bysimilar unanimity on the part of the House, 
which seems almost unanimous in its support; and yet, sir, I am un- 
willing to let it go that we are passing this bill as an act of benevolence 
or as anything else than an act of international obligation. 

My friend who has just taken his seat [Mr. WORTHINGTON ] says that 
there is no international law resting upon this Government to demand 
from it the passage of this bill of indemnity to these foreigners, who 
were within our borders by our invitation and the treaty rights, and 
yet who were subjected to violence and loss by persons also under our 
jurisdiction and within the limits of our territory. 

I say, sir, that our obligation to indemnify the victims of this vio- 
lence rests upon well-established international law, in which, neither 
when we go to the authorities nor when we search the precedents, can 
there be found a single break. I am unable, sir, within the limited 
time at my disposal to state this rule of international law in my own 
language, and, therefore, take it from Vattel, summed up in a single 
sentence: 

If a nation refuses or fails to pass the laws necessary to restrain its citizens 
from aggressions upon other states, or upon their citizens, ér if such laws have 
been enacted and the officers of the state neglect to enforce them, and such ag- 
gressions by individuals result therefrom, the state is unquestionably responsi- 
ble for the injury. 

One gentleman asked, are we more responsible for these injuries than 
if they had been done to our own citizens? I answer, yes, sir; we are. 
Our own citizens area part of our body-politic. They look to our domes- 
tic laws for protection. But when foreigners from other states come to 
this land they are not obliged to look to our domestic municipal laws; 
they appeal to that great code of international law which is recognized 
by every Christian nation on earth. 

I reserve the remainder of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The hour having expired, the committee will 
now rise. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. HAtcu reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union having had under consideration joint resolu- 
tion H. Res. 147 had come to no resolution thereon. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for 
the further consideration of the Army appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the further consideration of the Army appropriation bill. There 
being no amendment pending, the Clerk will report the next section of 
the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Incidental expenses: For postage; cost of telegrams on official business re- 
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ceived and sent by officers of the Army; extra pay to soldiers employed under 
the direction of the Quartermaster’s Department in the erection of barracks, 
quarters, and storehouses, in the construction of roads, and other constant 
labor, for periods of not less than ten days, and as clerks for post quartermas- 
ters at military posts, but in no case ata r rate of pay than is fixed by 
law ; for expenses of expresses to and from the frontier posts and armics in the 
field, of escorts to paymasters and other disbursing officers, and to trains, where 
military escorts can not be furnished; expenses of the interment of officers 
killed in action, or who die when on duty in the fleld, or at military posts and 
on the frontiers, or when traveling under orders, and of noh-commissioned 
officers and soldiers; hire of laborers in the eee Department; com- 
pensation of forage and wagon masters authorized by the act of July 5, 1538; 
or the apprehension, securing, and delivering of deserters, and the cupenese 
incident to their pursuit; and for the a. required for the 
several regiments of cavalry, the batteries of light artillery, and such companies 
of infantry and scouts as may be mounted, and for the trains, to wit: Hire of 
veterinary surgeons, medicine for horses and mules, picket-ropes, blacksmith’s 
tools and materials, horseshoes and biackmith’'s tools for the cavalry service, 
and for the shoeing of horses and mules, and such additional expenditures as 
are necessary and authorized by law in the movement and operations of the 
Army, and not expressly assigned to any other department, $675,000: Provi 
That $250,000 of the appropriation for incidental expenses, or so much thereof 
as shall be necessary, shall be set aside for the payment of enlisted men on 
extra duty at constant labor of not less than ten days; but no such payment 
shall be made at any greater rate per day than is fixed by law for the class of 
persons employed and the work done. 


Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offeran amendment to this 
section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by adding after the word “ soldiers," in line 267, the words “ author- 
ized office furniture."’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRAGG. I offer the additional amendment which I send to 
the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 268, after the words ‘‘ Quartermaster’s Department,” insert “including 


the hire of interpreters, spies, and guides for the Army, compensation of clerks 
and other employés of the officers of the Quartermaster’s Department.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For purchase of horses for the cavalry and artillery and for the Indian scouts, 
and for such ey as may be mounted, $130,000: That the number 


Provided, 
of horses pu under this Ss to the number on hand, 
shal! not at any time exceed the number of isted men and Indian scouts in 


the mounted service; and that no part of this ap ion 1 be out 
for horses not purchased by contract, after com tion duly invi by the 
vartermaster's De; t, and an inspection by such Department, all under 


partmen 
direction and authority of the Secretary of War. 


Mr.CANNON. I move a formal amendment for the purpose of ask- 
ing the gentleman in charge of this bill a question. I notice that the 
amount appropriated by the paragraph is $130,000, a decrease of $50,000 
in the appropriation for like service for the current year. I would be 
glad to know of the gentleman the cause of the decrease, and as to 
whether the service can be carried on properly for the amount recom- 
mended by the bill; also whether it is likely there will be a deficiency 
for this service next year. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, in reply to the interrogatory of the 
gentleman from Illinois, I can say that the figures fixed here by the com- 
mittee, $130,000, were based -o the expenditures of the preceding 
year pro rata. Those figures that the requiremexts for the De- 
partment during the coming fiscal year would be amply saet by the 
amount appropriated, in view of the expenditures for the past year, to 
meet its requirements for the current year; and I was assared by the 
pacer rm that he would be able to get through with that 
amount 0 : 

Mr. CANNON. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

Army t ion: For 
sien equigeue hose the phia and Jefferson 

and Army d and 
pm y ~~. 3 from those depots to 


the 
equipments stores from the places of ——— 

from the of delivery, under contract, to such places as the circumstances 
of the service mee cones them to be sent; of ordnance stores, and 
small arms from foundries and armories 

ier posts, and Army depots; freights, wharfage, tolls, and ferriages; the 
chase and hire of mules, o. and ewe pw the and of 
wagons, carts, and drays, and of ships and ng vessels and boats re- 


quired for the transportation of supplies and for nm purposes; for 
aS coegn eee "Uke tt ance : i ot eae 


transportation of the 
funds of the pay and r disbursi ; of saili 
ublic transports on the various rivers the of Mexico, and the Atlantic ont 
©; for procuring water at . as from their situation require it to 
se 5 


such 
be ht from a distance; and for t of and d and 
so Seale roads, and for S ecckan cnemdadions vit fe bey 
to the extent which may be required for the actual operation 


of troops i 
field, in all $2,800,000: J; That the whole number of civilian employés, 
including agents, superintendents, mechanics, 
appropriation for transportation of the 
after exceed one nor shall 


thousand, of said 
above fourth-class clerks as graded and fixed in Army Regulations. 


Mr. BRAGG. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


ain tine, 312, strike out the words “ mules, oxen” and insert “ draught and pack 
a 


§ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CANNON. I believe there is a decrease bere in the amount of 
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this item as compared with the act for the current year of $100,000. | 
would be glad to know the reason for that decrease. 

Mr. BRAGG. The reason for the decrease is that on consultation 
with the Quartermaster-General, and after an examination of the nec- 
essary expenses of the past year, it was concluded we could get along 
with this sum of money. 

Mr. CANNON. The department is satisfied? 

Mr. BRAGG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to call the attention of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin to an omission in the proviso as compared with the present 
law. The proviso commencing in line 329 is as follows: 

Provided, That the whole number of civilian employés, including agents, su- 
perintendents, mechanics, and train-masters, &c. : 

The words ‘‘ packers and teamsters’’ are omitted. 
man if the omission is intentional? 

Mr. BRAGG. That is an oversight in making the copy of the bill. 
I move to amend by inserting, after the word ‘‘ mechanics,’’ the words 
‘packers, teamsters.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VIELE. I moveto amend by striking out on page 14, line 333, 
all the words after ‘“‘ thousand ”’ to the end of the paragraph. 

The Clerk read the words proposed to be stricken out, as follows: 


Norshall any of said employés be graded for salary above fourth-class clerks 
as graded and fixed in Army lations. 


Mr. VIELE. The purposeof this amendment is to restore the maxi- 
mum of pay allowed to civilian clerks to the same as is now allowed; 
that is $1,800 a year. These clerks are a few eivilian employés of the 
War Department. Asa rule they are men of ability far in excess of 
the pay which they receive. 

The report of a competent board of officers made to the War Depart- 
ment in 1879 was emphatic in its declaration that the clerks of the 
Quartermaster’s Department received as a rule a lower compensation 
than is paid to persons of the same ability in other departments of 
life. All the principal cities of the United States were visited by that 
board; and the management in the commercial houses showed that the 
clerks received salaries from the merchants far in excess of those paid 
to employés of the Quartermaster’s Department. 

The present maximum rate is the pay of a fifth-class clerk. I pro- 
pose to restore that by this amendment. These men as a rule are men 
of high intelligence and probity. Ido not think you will find any of 
them following bank presidents and bank cashiers to the penitentiary. 

Mr. BRAGG. I sincerely hope this amendment will not be adopted. 
We have already passed the clause which fixes the pay of the clerks in 
the Commissary Department of the fourth class. The clerks in each 
of these departments performing the same duty should receive the same 
pay. 

There are two reasons why this amendment should not be adopted. 
The first is, when we pay $1,600 to a clerk in the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment we are paying him, in my judgment, more money than he can 
earn for the same labor in any other place in this world. If there are 
so many fine places with better salaries for the same amount of labor 
weshould not have these men applying all the time for us to keep them 
wherethey are. The difference between the kind of labor they do and 
the kind of labor that an employé in a large mercantile establishment 
does, if you make your estimate from that and reason by analogy what 
the price should be, is very considerable. These men have very much 
shorter hours. They have no responsibility at all. They are simply 
They are mere copyists, and $1,600 a year is more in my 
judgment than they can earn anywhere else. 

Now, how many of them are there? There are fifty-four of these 


I ask the gentle- 


brevet officers in the several bureaus. They are the men who super- 

the vouchers, and all that sort 

thing; in other words, they are the identical men that do the duty 

i todo. In my judgment, these fiity- 

r clerks can be dispensed with; and by abolishing that grade of 

clerks, by refusing to pay for it, we will, in my judgment, dispense 

the fifty-four clerks and call upon the officers to do the duty which 
ought to do themselves. 

What is the result of allowing these confidential clerks to remain in 
the position they occupy? There is scarcely a session of Congress 11 
which we are not called upon to settle a q 8 account or 4 

8 aceount or a saccount. Whatfor? Because 
A B, who had been for fifteen in the Department and had been 
trusted as a confiden tial clerk, been forwarding the vouchers and 
making the abstracts without the knowledge of the chief, who should 
have done it, and after the affair comes to be investi and exam- 
ined in the passing of the accounts through the Auditor's office |! 's 
detected there that false certificates, false estimates, false vouchers hive 
been returned without of the chief; and he comes to 


: 
‘ 
: 


us to ask us to relieve him. Why? Because the custom of his de 
partment had been such that that class of duty had been intrusted to 
a subordinate when 


heshoyld have done it himself. 
want these gentlemen upon the staff to learn that their offices are 
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not sinecures, that they are to do a portion of the work and to supervise 
it all, and for that reason I hope this amendment will not prevail. 

Mr. VreLe addressed ‘the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon this amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. VIELE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last word. I 
desire to read an extract from the report of the board of officers to 
which I have referred: 


Comparing the work performed by the higher grade of clerical labor above re- 
ferred to with that devolved upon the chief or more important clerks of dis- 
bursing offices of the Army, stationed at eee or in large commercial centers, 
or at headquarters of de ents or divisions, we find considerable analogy. 
Comparing the prices sald foe this class of labor,we find the Government habit- 
ually pay very much less than the citizen, the difference in a majority of 
cases tereeks under our notice being as much as 33 per, cent., and ranging 
from that up to 50 per cent. In other words, the Government secures a higher 
class of cl labor at from one-third to one-half less than corresponding tal- 
ent, fidelity, and experience command in civil life. As further evidence of this 
fact, it seems to here record the opinions of disinterested parties as to 
the value of the services of the two clerks employed in the office of the depot 
commissary in Chicago, and of the transportation clerk in the office of the depot 
quartermaster in New York. king of the latter, the general ticket agent 


of the Hudson River and New York Central Railroad Company said, volun- 


tarily and without being questioned in reference to him, that he was a most 
zealous and competent man, and that by his knowledge, experience, and shrewd- 
ness he saved the Government annually thousands of dollars, and when asked 
what his services were worth, replied unhesitatingly that to any man or cor- 
poration needing men ing such characteristics and acquirements he 
would be worth from $2,500 to $3,000 a year. 

And that is the class of men that gentlemen here insist shall be paid 
only $1,600 a year. 3 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will my friend from New York inform the com- 
mittee what the document is that he has just read from? 

Mr. VIELE. It isa report made by a board of officers appointed by 
the Secretary of War to visit the commercial cities of the United States 
and com ‘the prices paid to clerks in commercial houses with those 
paid to the clerks in the Commissary Department. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Now will the gentleman tell us by what authority 
the Secretary of War organized that board with the view to compel us 
to pay h salaries ? 

Me VIELE. He organized it, I presume, in the intelligent admin- 
istration of his Department. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I guess there is no authority for it. ° 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, I have but one word more to say on 
this subject. The very circular or report which has been read demon- 
strates exactly what I have heretofore said to the committee, namely, 
that the business of that depot is all done by a clerk—— 

Mr. VIELE. Then he ought to be paid for it. 

Mr. BRAGG. Although we have therea captain, a major, a lieuten- 
ant-colonel, and a colonel. What do they do? 

Mr. VIELE. I never saw them idle. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, the object I have in view, asI said be- 
fore, in restricting this class of clerks is to put the shoulder-strap man 
in there to do some of the work, and not have his office a sinecure. 

Mr. VIELE. I withdraw the formal amendment. 

The question was taken on the amendment offered by Mr. VIELE, 
striking out the words ‘‘nor shall any of said employés be graded for 
above fourth-class clerks as graded and fixed in Army regula- 
” and it was rejected. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Arrears of Army transportation on certain land-gra ilroads : e pay- 
ment of Army transportation Inwfully due = Ce teen Tick * 
not received aid in bonds, to a by the proper accountin 
officers in accordance with the decisions of the Supreme Court in cases decid 
under such land-grant acts; but in no ¢ase shall more that 50 per cent. of the 
full amount of the service : Provided, That such compensation shall be 

the Sanrataitaaenn oe am sp peeed Sah 
services, $85,000. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I desire to inquire of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. BkaGG] whether this amount will be sufficient to 
pay for this service for the next year. I grant that it may not make 
ieteieits een orcs 

ya ency appropriation; 
but I desire to know whether the gentleman has inquired about the 


if so, the result of that inquiry. 
"on BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, representing the committee, I called 


abstract—— 
Mr. HISCOCK. i gt ae would like to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin w expression ‘‘ arrears of Army trans- 
portation on certain railroads’? means? . Pt 
Mr. BRAGG. The “arrears ’’ there embodied are a legacy sent down 
to us from a committee of which my distinguished friend was formerly 


Iwas ever char It has not come down from any committee of which 
. BRAGG. The railways have their accounts pending and in 
course of settlement the different auditing offices of the Gov- 
ernment. They are not promptly. Those that are paid this year 
may be for the Army transportation of last year, or even of the year 


fr 


z 


Mr. HISCOCK. Then, as I understand it, this provision is for a 


~ 
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Mr. HOLMAN. Not at all. 

Mr. BRAGG. No, sir. It is an appropriation that is carried right 
along in this bill as it has been carried heretofore. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Has the money been already earned? 

Mr. BRAGG. The money has been earned. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Then if the money has been already earned, as I 
understand it this is not an appropriation for the service for the next 
fiscal year. 

Mr. BRAGG. Not specifically. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Do you provide here for the service which may be 
rendered during the next fiscal year when you limit the payment to 
“* arrears,’? which means money already earned ? 

Mr. BRAGG. I think not. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Then there is no provision in this bill for the serv- 
ice of the next fiscal year. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There has been no deficiency sent down for the 
present year. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Thisis certainly a deficiency if it is for the service 
of last year. 

Mr. BRAGG. This is a standing appropriation which comes in this 
form in all the Army bills, because the vouchers for this service are 
not adjusted and sent in for payment until the year after the service is 
rendered, or sometimes longer than that after the money has been 
earned, so that the account is carried on in this way. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Then, as I understand you, this service has always 
been settled for a year after it has been rendered ? 

Mr. BRAGG. That is as soon as it has been settled for. Very often 
the settlement has not been so soon as that. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For quarters for veterinary surgeons, post quartermaster-sergeants, comiis- 
sary-sergeants, and ordnance-sergeants, $20,000. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move pro forma to strike out the paragraph just 
read. I notice that this appropriation of $20,000, and the two succeed- 
ing appropriations—one of $10,000 for chapels, school-houses, and libra- 
ries, and one of $10,000 for shelter, and shooting-galleries and ranges 
and repairs thereof—these three items, covering $40,000, are new sub- 
jects of appropriation, and I trust the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
BRAGG] will explain the necessity for entering upon a new field of ex- 
penditure. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, it is certainly a new field of appro- 
priation to provide persons with something to live under in order to 
discharge their duties. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yet these are new fields of expenditure—new 
items. 

Mr. BRAGG. They are. These expenditures are estimated for by 
the Secretary of War in his estimates for the support of the Army. By 
turning to page 99 of the estimates you will find an estimate— 

For quarters for veterinary surgeons, post quartermaster-sergeants, commis- 
sary-sergeants, and ordnance-sergeants, $25,000. 

Now the object of this is to provide for the non-commissioned offi- 
cers distinct quarters belonging to their class. We have followed the 
estimate of the Secretary of War, (reducing the amount $5,000), be- 
cause the committee were fully satisfied that this class of non-commis- 
sioned officers should have this provision made for them at the posts, 
which are permanent. 

Mr. HOLMAN. They now pay rent. 

Mr. BRAGG. Yes, sir; they are now stowed away in something 
that they have to pay rent for. 

As for chapels, school-houses, and libraries, I suppose the gentleman 
from Indiana can understand the use of these as well as I—perhaps 
very much better. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The question I put to the gentleman was as to the 
occasion for entering upon this new field of expenditure. I admit that 
the War Department is always, or very generally, estimating for some 
new items of expenditure. The only question I make is how it hap- 

ms that just at this time those three items, amounting to $40,900, 

me necessary ? 

Mr. BRAGG. It happens because the estimate is submitted to a 
committee, who have attempted to investigate the subject, and in their 
judgment have determined that this is a very proper and necessary.ap- 
propriation to be made for the welfare and efficiency of the Army; and 
being charged with this duty, they have reported the appropriation. 

Mr. HOLMAN. What about the last item? 


For shelter and shooting-gallery, and ranges and repairs thereof, $10,0%. 


Does the gentleman deem that necessary ? 

Mr. BRAGG. Ido. 

Mr. HOLMAN. They have got along without it thus far. 

Mr. BRAGG. Let me explain to the gentleman from Indiana. When 
you ask the opinion of a military man upon the efficiency of a soldier, 
he will tell you that in his judgment it makes but very little difference 
whether a man carries a broomstick or a musket on his shoulder, pro- 
vided he does not know how to use the musket. Now, the necessity 
of encouraging our troops in target practice has attracted a great deal 
of attention. It has been thought desirable that they should all be- 
come, as far as practicable, skilled marksmen, that they may be in a con- 
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dition on the frontier to meet the Indian, who is a skilled marksman. 
For this reason there have been constituted throughout the Army rifle 
teams; there have been offered medals, badges, and rewards for the best 
shot in the several rifle teams throughout the Army. The object of 
this has been to create a spirit of rivalry and competition. The pur- 
pose of this appropriation is to provide a covered place—you may call 
it a gallery—where this practice in shooting can go on at the different 
posts in stormy as well as in pleasant weather. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My only reason for calling attention to the matter 
was that it is so unusual an item; and the shooting, which is of course 
at long range, is now done at all the posts in the open air. I have 
never before observed this estimate, although it may have been sub- 
mitted. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin refers to the fact that our men should 
be just as zood marksmen as the Indians whom they fight. I presume 
they are. At any rate I do not suppose the Indian has the benefit of 
a sheltered shooting-gallery in which to practice. 

The CHAIRMAN, Does the gentleman from Indiana withdraw his 
amendment ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For mantfacture of arms at the national armories, $300,000: Provided, That no 
clerk paid from the appropriation for the Ordnance Department shall receive as 
salary or compensation a greater sum per month than the salary of a fourth- 
class clerk as graded and fixed in the Army Regulations. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. I make the point of order against that proviso, 
and my point of order is this: there is no such provision as that con- 
tained in the Army appropriation for last year, and this provision is 
contrary to existing law, there being a law fixing the salary of clerks 
at the Armories, contained in 18 Statutes at Large, in act passed June 
23, 1874. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair inquires of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs what is the-present compensation of clerks 
in this section. 

Mr. BRAGG. Sixteen hundred and fifty dollars. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the pay of a fourth-class clerk ? 

Mr. BRAGG. Sixteen hundred dollars. 

Mr. LONG. It will be noticed this proviso differs from others where 
there has been a ruling of the Chair, inasmuch as it is not a limitation 
of the amount appropriated, but a special provision changing the law 
so these employés shall not receive the amount of their present salary. 

Mr. BRAGG. The proviso here is that no clerk aot from the ap- 
propriation for the Ordnance Department shall receive as salary -—— 

Mr. HOLMAN. From this appropriation. 

Mr. BRAGG. That is, from this appropriation. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair is of the opinion this isa general law, 
and would be in force during the current year, for which this sum is 
provided. 

Mr. BRAGG. I move to strike out the words “ for the Ordnance De- 
partment’’ and insert the words ‘‘ from this appropriation;’’ so it will 
rea& 





Provided, 
or compensation a r sum per month ofa fourth-class clerk, 
as graded and fixed under the Army 

Mr. ROCKWELL. I did not hear the Chair’s decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustained = of order, but the 
gentleman from Wisconsin now moves an amendment which he has in- 
dicated. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. What is the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. He moves to strike out the words “for the Ord- 
nance ent, ’’ and to insert “‘this’’ instead of “‘the;’’ so it will 
read ‘‘to id from this iation,”’ &c. 

Mr. LONG. I raise the q of order against that amendment. 
It is not a limitation of the appropriation. The provision is “no clerk 
shall receive as salary or compensation a greater sum per month than 
the salary of a fourth-classclerk.’’ It is ac hange of law, in that it pro- 
vides he shall not receive a salary of more than $1,600, whereas the 
present law is that he shall receive $1,650. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. I have not heard what has just been said, but I 
raise the point of order on the amendment of the gentleman from Wis- 
consin. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Does not the point of order come too late? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Lone] 
also made the point of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There has been some discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman on the left raised the point of 


i That no clerk paid from this sapnonsaiion shall receive as salary 
ns. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to be heard for one moment. 
a ee 
expended in the employment of 
class clerks. Would a ae os ee \ 
sete Te pcing pean. Hose teelnniae! Se 
guage seems a 
expenditure of money. 
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Mr. HISCOCK. I suggest as a test that the amendment instead 0; 
providing for what the law fixes as the salary or compensation of those 
employés they shall only receive as compensation so much. 

Mr, LONG. There is another test. It is provided here these em- 
ployés shall receive only so much, and not the sum provided by law. 
That is the new law in the amendment. That is to be his compensa- 
tion. If the clerk accepts it he will not have any claim against the 
Government for any balance due him. Apply the test which has been 
applied before. If this proviso is adopted then certainly he could not 
maintain a suit in the Court of Claims for more than the salary of a 
fourth-class clerk. Therefore the law is changed. It is not a limita- 
tion, but a change of the law, which would defeat his rights in the Court 
of Claims. . 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Let me ask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts if he has examined the late decision of the Suprem 
Court in the case of Mr. Langston, minister to Hayti; and I ask the 
question because possibly the language in that case may cover the point 
made here. 

Mr. LONG. I have not examined it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Nor have I examined it, but 
I understand that in his case the Committee on Appropriations appropri- 
ated $5,000 to pay ‘his salary as minister, without changing the act of 
Congress which fixed the salary at $7,500. Minister Langston sued 
for the balance of his salary and the claim was allowed by the Court 
of Claims, and the decision, which was taken to the Supreme Court, 
has been affirmed, as I understand, by the Supreme Court. 

Mr. LONG. Ihave not examined that case. In this case it isa 
provision that no clerk paid from this specific appropriation shall re- 
ceive such and such a salary. 

Mr. HISCOCK. That is the point here, the language being as no) 
proposed— 

Provided, That no clerk paid from this appropriation shall receive as salary 
compensation a greater sum per month than the salary of a fourth-class clerk :. 
graded and fixed in the Army Regulations. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. My inquiry of the gentle 
man was whether in the Langston case the same language was use‘! 
I am not familiar with the case. 

Mr. HISCOCK. No; in that case this language is not adopted; but 
it was simply an appropriation of so much money to pay the salary 
which was less than the amount fixed by the law. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, I did not know that it was possi): 
so much criticism could be made upon language which produces ex- 
actly the same results. This provides ‘that no clerk paid from thi: 
appropriation ’’—that is, that no one shall be paid from the money 
appropriated under this act a greater sum than the salary of a fourtl- 
in clerk as graded and fixed in'the Army regulations. It is simply 
a limitation upon the use of the money in making the payments, th.' 
and nothing else. 

Mr. LONG. But, if the gentleman will observe, it goes further no’ 
in the proviso than that. It says that he shall not receive it from any 
appropriation. 

Mr. BRAGG. No. sir. 

Mr. LONG. That no clerk shall receive a salary greater per month 
than that of a fourth-class clerk. : 

Mr. BRAGG, That no clerk paid from “this appropriation; that 
is, the appropriation for the Ordnance Bureau. 

Mr. LONG. What other clerk is there except the one paid from this 

ion? 

Mr. BRAGG. None. 

Mr. LONG. Then no clerk can receive a greater salary than the 
salary of a fourth-class clerk, as graded and fixed in the Army regul:- 
tions, if this provision is adopted. 

Mr. BRAGG. But that provision to which the gentleman icicr 
will die with the bill for the current year. 

Mr. LONG. ~4 oman be vias, _ receive Sonar appropriation 
a greater salary it ight; you go further and say that no 
clerk paid from this appropriation shall receive such and such a s:lary. 

Mr. BRAGG. I intend to limit the disbursement of this money to 


a certain ; 
Mr. LONG. You have done that; but you do more than that, an! 

reason the point of order is made. 

' The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that the amendment « 

now submitted is subject to some doubt as to its proper construction: 

but is of opinion that the construction upon it by the gentle- 

on the left [Mr. Lona] is correct, that 

for 


a — amountof salary t!a0 
hich would be fixed by the bill. It therefore changes existing 
he takes pay out of any part 0! 


Mr. GG. I would be very glad if the Chair would speak % 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will repeat the ruling. 
wo Is not the Chair assuming that the salaries are tix"! 
? . 


PA 
b 
¥ 








2, 


l of 
ose 


ym. 
aw. 

ISa- 
the 
een 
not 
ofa 
jita- 
yurt 


nan 
eme 

the 
oint 


but 
ppri- 
et of 
sued 
fourt 
purt, 


, isa 


ll re- 


now 


ary or 
erk as 


antle- 
used. 


: but 
lary, 


ssible 
BS CX- 
n this 
noney 
ourth- 
imply 
, that 


r now 
mi any 
month 
;*? that 
ym this 
an the 
regula- 
1 refers 
priation 
that no 
salary. 
oney to 
at, and 
ment as 
‘action; 
 gentle- 
that it 
ry than 
existing 


y partol 
speak $0 


are fixed 


pensation 
* compensation for his services in the courts; and if received at all it was 


1886. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 4433 




































Mr. HOLMAN. They are fixed by regulation. é 
Mr. BRAGG. No; this is fixed by law. The Ordnance Office, if 
the gentleman will search, succeeded in getting a little bill through of 
not more than four lines, a little innocent bill, some years ago, which 
fixed these salaries by statute. What was the ruling of the Chait? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair stated that the proviso was subject 
to two constructions, but that in the opinion of the Chair the construc- 
tion placed upon it by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Lona ] 
was the correct one, which is to the effect that by receiving the com- 
ion appropriated in this bill a clerk could not receive a greater 


ent rifle was less than $12, the lowest yet reached, and so low that it 
would be safe to say no private firms in this country could have equaled 
it. During the civil war as high as $20 was paid to private firms for in- 
ferior muzzle-loading muskets of the Springfield pattern. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HISCOCK was recognized and yielded his time to Mr. Rock- 
WELL. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. Mr. Chairman, I urge this matter because I have 
examined into it and because I believe that it is public economy to main- 
tain the Springfield armory upon the basis upon which it is now main- 
tained. And I am sustained in that proposition by a note which gen- 
tlemen will find in the Book of Estimates for this year on the 101st page, 
and which I will read for the information of the committee. It fully 
sustains the proposition that I have been advocating: 

NotTe.—Besides supplying the regular Army, the militia, the various colleges, 
and the other branches constituting the military establishment, the War Depurt- 
ment has now to supply arms, ammunition, &c., to the Marine Corps and to the 
several Executive Departments for nse in protecting public money and property, 
under the act of March 3, 1879 (20 Statutes, 412). The increased cost of the present 
breech-loading rifle, the greater demand for its use, and the paucity of the ap- 
propriations of late years have left the country in a dangerous condition, there 
being on hand, July 1, 1885, subject to issue, but one hundred and thirty-one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-two breech-loading rifles and carbines 
It is of the most vital importance to the nation that the manufacture of arms 
by this Department be steadily continued, in quantities sufficient to render a 


gradual accumulation of them In store a certainty. The number of small-arms 
on hand should never be less than 500,000. 


Now I say, Mr. Chairman, that the action of this committee is not 
based upon the recommendation of the Department. For the Depart- 
ment recommended for this appropriation the sum of $500,000. ‘The 


to be received in full satisfaction of all claims for such service. 
Mr. BRAGG. That is assuming that an officer of the Government 


in charge of the ew might desire to hire a clerk at a 
hi rate than he is ed by law to pay. 

Fine CHAIRMAN. No; it is simply that the clerk employed would 
be entitled to the salary fixed by law for this service; and the Chair sus- 
tains the point of order as to the proviso. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment which I 


In line 466 strike out the word “three,”’ and insert the word “ four;”’ so as to 
mnyor hen manufacture of arms at the national armories, $400,000.” 

. ROCKWELL. When this bill was under general debate last 
Saturday I showed from the official statements that the armory had saved 
to the Government during the late war more than twice its entire cost 
since its establishment in 1795. I also proved from the official reports 


oo : ; sum last year was placed at $400,000 because it was thought that 
oo ey ones aoe Gaeta, "lie Chsicoan aloe nearly $100,000 would be taken out of the militia law of 1808. 


, Now I am told, and I see the chairman of the committee is on his 
words as to the See underlie = a been ee os feet ready to make the statement, that the ordnance bill now in the 
present but one 000 og Fa I as oa te the & —— oo the | Senate for $400,000 will come into this branch of Congress and be passed, 
whole ores, S90" fo fou aus t tot ° _—— poate te and then the Springfield armory will have $50,000 or $100,000 in ad- 
This amount of the United faites $ ss eee oe A ipa a © | dition to this appropriation of $300,000. In other words, they ask us to 
the advantage atl t6 the werk a oS od ed i een ae a reduce in this appropriation the amount from $400,000 to $300,000 be- 
Oa d ae ee cites od ages nt | cause, they say, possibly a bill may pass in this Congress which will 
amount. Thereis Sencedl dhectner ve we ha. org alr give us a little more money to run the armory than we should other- 
the of the master fe j to 4 th ; wise get. If that bill passes it would not be necessary for the Govern- 
{ io exmerer, clerks, oreman, inspectors, and others) | ment to cause to be made at the Springfield armory more rifles than it 
which does not vary with the appropriation. The ratio between this | | 03. 
et yearly depends, of course, [Here the hammer fell. ] 
— . - : Mr. BRAGG. I sincerely hope this amendment will not be adopted. 
atta li eee. not ‘er oo ny then pte gl cee iv a The reason why it ought not to be adopted is that the Government has 
of the Arm and militia and sto fi j PP yitel no need of the expenditure of the money. They have no need for the 
wa ; ~ din a on dhaeen in ’ he extra manufacture of arms. The gentleman’s constituents may need 
enough, in that s less amount wor isastrously an Ciserpemiang the the money, but the Government have no need for that extra issue of 
labor employed and the cost of production with no corre-| 1. = Why? 
compensation to the United States. ‘This armory being the | "SP poo err, rose 
only one in operation possesses all the expert Jabor familiar with public Mr. BRAGG. I decline to yield. 
amareinaniiedaremmanmtonn pooee nen oameel oo Because, first, we have now in excess on hand in store for troops of 
turn this labor adrift, to ve itself of the skill and s tee the United States over one hundred and fifty thousand stand of arms. 
‘he glowureeee under its own woald be s waieidel licy The appropriation of $300,000 will make in addition to that one hun- 
for the Geuniinaen The patronage, ae ie tow satiaden, dred and fifty thousand, an increase of between twenty thousand and 
possible as to number aioe eas co - Palins Ghasacter of bs twenty-three thousand annually in addition, which will leave us at 
tion public establishments in this ee on expected to sae the end of this year with one hundred and seventy-five thousand stand 
lan eee meats a more cost! = iatheles ene, denendin of arms, and at the end of next year with twenty and odd thousand 
u the number made. It is — oie oat oe eee © | more in addition over and above those that have already been supplied. 
— a certain limit—e an ae sen ned - a ee -_ Now, if it be the purpose of the Government to manufacture arms 
be for several the y oma eti will Semndicattcre for the purpose of having an excuse to manufacture store-houses to keep 
haan eee pag ssgutidien €rY | arms and to pay ordnance-sergeants for watching armsand to pay them 
site to rh it up in all its a to the tenet roca. according to the estimates of the Ordnance Department for cleaning 
wanting, decay. P ede en and Geernm = . and repairing arms, and for burnishing arms, then, of course this 
t. About an a of four hundced end ei pee rie “ House will not stop at increasing the appropriation, but will extend it 
and unskilled. aisty mes, | so that it may run out into all of the ramifications of the labor under 
Se eat ernily a small force for such an etabish | the control of the ordnance 
but k in the highest state of ‘effieie as Prey wie to There is another reason why we should not have an overexcess of 
of need. How soon that Sie aie come who | 2™s- In this age of invention there is change going on and improve- 
The statement that a reserve of ae hundred | Ment every month, both in large guns and in small guns. It is said 
is enough for a nation of fifty-six million we are obliged to take the report of the officer who has charge of an 
militiamen, carries an absurdity on its age institution of his own, who regulates the tests that are to be applied to 
arms in case of need. Wars 0, Serena = all guns, and who then sits in judgment upon the efficiency of all arms 
before arms can be made under Geteeeh. Wo as compared with his own. I think it is well to take such recom- 
: : mendations cum grano salis, for they come from a juror who gets a part 
nor what we want. The rifles made outside of the of the pork 
armory (sardine adhe penne day But let us go back a few years and find what our distinguished Chief 
matter of small-arms: and between its ao tre see of Ordnance said on this subject of guns. He says: 
to the States under the law of 1808 for arming To be prepared for war is one of the most effective means of preserving peace— 
militia this reserve of one hundred and fifty thousand | There is wisdom for you. ae o. 
surprise i parati d complete, must be made at leisure, with a 
Samahsdinapes @paiicien veeepred incl. ee vie theehiile ean ae of which ~ arecapable. In making them, time 
. is an element not to be ignored or despised. The progress in invention of the 
proved methods, machinery, and excellent supervision have reduced the | mechanic arts must be consulted and kept in view in the work of preparation, 
cost of the rifleand consequently increased the yearly production. Last | because the approved articles of the past may have become the mere stepping- 
over forty thousand rifles and other arms were made, and the prod- 


stone to the perfected papeoremnans of the pesouns, athe years ego —_ 
‘ deemed a perfect musket is now classed as o ete, wit y a marketable 
uct of this year willbeabout thesame. The cost last year for the pres- 
ao*g 
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make room for a greater marvel in simplicity and effectiveness, In our prepa- 
rations we must keep pace with the progress of the age. 

That is the report for 1879-80 of the ChiefofOrdnance. Acting — 
that report, the Committee on Military Affairs found we had all that 


was essential for present use for which there would likely be any ne- 
cessity for some time to come. 
[Here the hammer fell. } 


Mr. BRAGG. I move to strike out the last paragraph. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, to show that this improvement is going on pre- 
cisely as the Chief of Ordnance wisely anticipated, that officer made a 
report to the Committee on Military Affairs, a copy of which was fur- 
nished to the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Rock WELL], on the 
subject of the test of magazine guns. I read an extract: 


The reports from one hundred and forty-nine companies have been received, 
“Compaen a ne three magazine guns with each other, the for th 
ng the guns reports are, for the 

Lee, 55; Chaffee-Reece, 14; Hotchiias, 26. As magazine guns guns, therefore, the 


reports | are ily in five ofthe Los. . ms a 
Comparing the magazine guns —— each other and w Springfiel 
wie, 2 as singic-loaders, the is for the id, as follows: For the 


; Chaffee-Reece, 0; Hotchkiss, 1; Springfield, 


Tans you see, he finds the magazine gun, for the poowarte which 
that gun is made, superior to the Springfield, but w! he comes to 
comparing and testing it with the he makes the magazine 
gun and tests it as asingle-loader; that is, he destroys it as a magazine 
gun and makes it into a single-loader, and then makes the comparison 
and reports that the 8 eld is the best. 

Mr. LONG. But gentleman will notice that in the first com- 
parison there is no com with the 

Mr. BRAGG. No, sir; they rate with each other. But in the sec- 
ond comparison he compares them with each other and with the Spring- 
field as single-loaders. Now, the gun was never made to be 
asingle-loader. The very province of the magazine gun, its mt 
the consideration that led to its invention, was oo of a maga- 
zine gun under certain circumstances to any 

I simply allude to this to show that inventors who must have their 
inventions passed whe ed! the Ordnance Department, which has a pet 
arm of its own, le to receive a not overfavorable judgment. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. I ask the from Wisconsin whether he 
does not read in that same report the Chief of Ordnance says he is in 
favor of magazine guns himself, but that at the same time, from the 
tests made, he must acknowledge that the Springfield rifle has the pref- 
erence. 

Mr. BRAGG. That the Springfield rifle has the preference over the 
magazine gun as now improved. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. Will the gentleman please read that part of the 
report? 

Mr. BRAGG. Yes, sir [reading]: 

I have been and am an advocate for a magazine ome, eat but * would seem to be 
the part of wisdom to tpone for the present an efforts toward the 
adoption of a suitable [magazine] arm for the Se 

Mr. ROCKWELL. Does he tell why? 

Mr. BRAGG. No, sir. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. He wants to —— it for the reasons stated. 

Mr. BRAGG. He wants to postpone the magazine gun—that is, he 
wants to postpone all private inventors—— 

Mr. ROCKWELL. No, no 

Mr. BRAGG. He wants to postpone the magazine 
in favor of such a gun, because he has an inatitation of h boustecnnee 


guns 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Chairman, it strikes me that if the argument of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. mane) miners it means 
that we should stop the manufacture of rifles altogether. But that he 
does not propose to do, and present lant and reduce by one-quarter 
destroy one-quarter of our t it reduce ot nytend 
our production of rifles at this time. The gentleman my 
colleague from Western Massachusetts [Mr. Rooxwats ts 
ing not the needs of the Government but the needs of his 
It is a most anfair Mr. Chairman. Undoubtedly 
the Springfield armory is located in ee ee, | oa 
gests to him the See ae but he understands, as I 
understand, and as every man in this House understands, that this 
question is to be determined by the national need. The 
from Wisconsin says we do not require even the number of arms that 
we now have. Unfortunately for the the Ordnance De- 
partment—whether he be ov sympathy with the of the 
ment or not Ido not know—but the Ordnance Department 
that we do need these arms, and I desire, even at the risk of repeti- 
tion, to again call the attention of the House to what the 
from Massachusetts [Mr. RocK WELL] has read as the statement of the 
Se The Ordnance Department recommend 
an appropriation of $500,000, which is $100,000 a ee 
pion Zor Ci purge or cca the at oa years Not only 

eman from Wisconsin [Mr. Brace Fam serberaigny San 


sunmandlen, tat te aan heyhey amma > ae 
000 below the last one, reducing it to $300, ed ee 


come by Ste Speen be 











Mr. Chairman, what are the reasons given by the department for its 
a upon this question? I read from its note to fhe estimate it 


oe supplying the ~~ Army, the militia, the various colleges, and the 


now to supply arma, azar eaenatcsend War Department has 


and to the several Ex- 
rty under th 


ecuti public m 
actof — fosintaten is) The increased cost of mt breech 


the greater demand for its use,and the paucity aapecerie- a- 
rous condition, there bei: 
-loading rifles and com 
to the nation that the manufacture of 
y continued, in quantities sufficient to render 
a gradual accumulation of them in +" occa The number of small-arms 


on hand should never be less than 500,000. 


Yet the gentleman from Wisconsin says that the country needs no 
more arms, and that we ought to stop the manufacture because we do 
not require even those that we have now on hand. Mr. Chairman, 
there are sixty millions of people in this country; there are six millions 


of militia. Thegentlemen from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] told us the 
other day that in case of an invasion a foreign power might Jand 


million of foemen upon our soil, and we have only one hundred and 
thirty thousand spare arms. 

There are twoor three facts which gentlemen should bear in mind in 
considering this question. One is that you have but one national arm- 
factory in the whole country, so that the question of the Springfield 
armory is a question for the whole country. In the second place, the 
rifle ae aes the best riflethat is made. The 
gentleman from Wisconsin did not read the whole of the Ordnance re- 


on that subject. Comparing the magazine guns with the Spring- 
a t says that the preference for 
the Springfield rifle is as to 10 for the next best, as 46 to 4 for the 


second next best, and as to 3 for the third next best, or in these 
words: 


Coes magazine the ference 
is for Le we: Chaffee-Eeece, or Hotehiis iss, 4; aad the Springtic) "Ss. being 
largely in favor of the Springfield. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there are two relations in which this appropri- 
ation must be considered. The first is the national necessity for a pres- 
ent supply of small-arms. Is the country safe with only a reserve of 
= hundred and thirty thousand small-arms when the Secretary of 

ae we should not have less than five hundred thousand? The 

the relation of this question to the future interests of the coun- 

try. Remember that in striking down this appropriation you are not 
merely reducing the supply of arms for this year, but you are striking 
down your plant, which is an absolute necessity to the supply of your 
uirements for future years. You are taking away from that armory 

of the United States one quarter of its valuable, expert, skilled labor. 
It is not only false economy with regard to the coming year, but it is 


g 


the reason which prompts this reduction? I think we 
aieteant. The gentleman from Wisconsin told us the other 
night that he desired to carry through a bill for the establishment of a 
barracks in the West, the gross cost of which would be some $375,- 


000— — 
{Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. BRAGG. Before doing that I would like to know—— 


Mr. LONG. I hope the gentleman will allow me two minutes; | 
think I can finish in that time. 

Mr. BRAGG. Eaen eevee See Oe She aoe tleman. 

Mr. LONG. The gentleman from Wisconsin told us the other night 


iff 
ey 


desired to pass a bill which would give us a barracks in the 
West; and I remember that the purpose of that-bill, as then stated, 
establish what should be a training-school forour militia. There 
coun euaane that we needed the troops at present; but the argu- 
ment pene fe ay pm eee must have pawn piace to 
train discipline the troops are entering ourservice. The same 
rule here. There is necessity that you shall have some place 
not i 


congregate the skilled w you have been many years 
aes oaniiemmen and disperse. 

experiment of a barracks, we were told, would cost some $37>,- 

000; and oa from Wisconsin proposed wan en 

out Army ere is 

31 ae semana vo 

000—the i ing $200,000 below estimate of the 

a Sieesnet nike the of enabling 

through. I do not be- 
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lieve that is good statesmanship, especially since the action of the 
House has shown that the bill for the establishment of the barracks 
can not become a law. If I may be permitted a homely illustration, 
it is very much as if a man should have a pair of trousers made with 
a single leg, in order that he cata something left toward buying 
him an overcoat. That would ly be considered good policy, espe- 
cially after he or his friends and guardians had determined that he 
should not have the overcoat. (Laughter. } 7 

There is another consideration to which I want to call attention. I 


The gentleman talks beautifully about peace. Who can tell at what 
moment England or séme other nation may be arrayed against us? 
Who can foresee the future? Wars come up suddenly. A cloud no 
bigger than a man’s hand isseen and then the cloud of war bursts upon 
us, and unless we are prepared we shall be stricken down. 

Why talk about a reserve of one hundred and fifty thousand arms for 
a nation of this size? Why, sir, it would be a mere bagatelle in the 
distribution in case the emergency should arise. 


Take our experience in the late war; and I do not know of anything 
do not regard this as a good time to strike at the interests—the reason- | better we can jollow than that, and I do not propose to exchange that 
able, meritorious interests—of skilled labor. J do not regard it as a | experience for the theory of the gentleman from Wisconsin; our experi- 


ence was that we could not get a good arm, and could not get it in time. 
Therefore we had to appropriate a very large sum of money to improve 
our plant so we could make a thousand rifles a day. 

It is said that some other bill will provide for the Spring ield armory. 
Is that the business way? We are here to make the appropriation now, 
and not to legislate upon this bill in the hope that another bill will pass 
elsewhere and be brought in here to carry out our intentions. ‘That 
argument isidle and futile. See that this appropriation be made right 
now, and if you wish to use the other argument, use it when the other 
bill is before us. Do not cut down this appropriation, looking for an- 
other to come from another place to make it good. 

The gentleman Says it was thought at one time they would leave out 
the appropriation for the manufacture of arms altogether. I do not 
stand here for my constituents alone when I protest against that idea 
also. Istand here for every citizen of the United States, and maintain 
that it is for the interest of the Government to see that this armory 
plant is kept up. 

What a sad plight we are in. We are wholly unprepared for war. 
In case of a foreign war, our ports on the seaboard are at the mercy of 
any fourth-rate power. We are considering how we shall protect our- 
selves. 

‘When we have scarcely any naval defenses, would you also cripple 
another branch of the service? 

In the very argument the gentleman himself uses, that another bill 
may provide the $100,000 he cuts out here—— 
or 9 BRAGG. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; I said nothing of the 

<ind. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. I can not yield to the gentleman for an inter- 
ruption. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
has expired. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, I desire to correct the statement of 
the gentleman that I alluded to that other bill. I made no allusion 
to it whatever. It is but the echo of his own voice; he opened and 


desirable for us to pass a bill which is going to turn out one- 
fourth of the skilled laborers employed at our national armory, when, 
on the earnest recommendation of the Department, there is necessity 
for their work and for their ct. A few months ago we passed 
here an “‘ urgency deficiency bill”’ almost solely upon the ground that 
by putting it through we could avoid the discharge of certain laborers 
at the Washington navy-yard for a few months. Following the policy 
adopted in that case, it certainly is not a good time to pass a bill which 


is to turn tly out of employment skilled labor which the ne- 
cessities of the country demand should be retained. 

I undertake to say that if this were a matter of $100,000 for the 
erection of a public building in Texas or New York, a public building 
in Illinois or usetis, or anywhere else, it would go through al- 
most by common consent. Certainly we are not going to allow our- 
selves to strike down something that is of infinitely more consequence 
than any public i the maintenance of a plant for the produc- 
tion of small-arms w are needed by the country. One hundred 
and fifty thousand small-arms are a mere bagatelle. As I said before, 
we have sixty million of people and six million of militia who are lia- 
ble to be called out in time of war. What are one hundred and 
fifty thousand reserve arms for sucha body ? In case of war they would 
be scattered in a moment; and the loss which would attend their dis- 
tribution in case of domestic trouble or international disturbance is a 
matter well worthy of consideration. Mr. Chairman, I am surprised 
at the position the Military Committee has taken. I can not believe 
that it is the result of the mature judgment of all its members. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BRAGG. I withdraw my former amendment and move to amend 
by striking out the last two words. Mr. Chairman, this country has 
no need of commencing to store arms now in large quantities in view of 
any foreign war.' The annual increase of twenty-odd thousand mus- 
kets is all the increase we ought to make, and more. I am frank to 
say to the gentleman from Massachusetts that in my judgment, but for 
the single purpose of keeping alive this plant there would not have 


been a of appropriation in this bill for the Springfield armory | closed with it; nobody else said a word about it. 
as a matter of necessity. That I believe would have been the judgment I call for a vote. 
ofa of thecommittee. I think the recommendation here pre-| The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will again report the pending amend- 


Sir — , + fat * ogg 
we no army to m force. e have no foreign in- 
vasion. Whenever we are with foreign invasion we shall 
not need to go to the Springfield armory to get all the arms we want. 
We can go if need be to private armories, those that have furnished 
aun to Seathiiy cand Whe nations and furnished better arms 
than we ever had. One hundred and fifty thousand stand of arms will 
su an army large to repel any invasion that may ever come 
into this country. Tf the iden is that we are to manufacture muskets 
of our people by military power and 


for the pinning 
supporting our Government by shooting down one another, then it is 
time that our armory should be blotted out. 


Tam nota believer in the doctrine it is necessary to manufacture 


ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
The amendment of Mr. RocKWELL was again read. 
The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 74, noes 


Mr. McMILLIN. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order being made that no quorum 
has voted, the Chair will order tellers. 

Mr. McMILLIN and Mr. RocKWELL were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 86, noes 
84 


So the amendment was adopted. [Applause on the Republican 
side. ] 


nee r a aee r . Mr. BRAGG. I offer an additional amendment to be added to this 
arms build military posts of preserving peace an ragraph. 

order our citizens, I believe Government rests upon the | The Clerk read as follows: 

consent of governed ; and when you come to pin the Republic to- That no part of this appropriation shall be expended in the employment of 


clerks of a higher class than fourth-class clerks as graded by the Army regula- 
tions. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. I renew the point of order on that. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts makes the 
point of order that thisamendmentis new legislation. The Chair over- 
rules the point of order, being of the opinion that this provision is in 
order as an amendment to the bill. 

The question was taken; and onadivisiou there were—ayes 76, noes 58. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill. 

Mr. BRAGG. Imove that the committee rise and report the bill and 
amendments to the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, the effect of the last amendment made to this bill is 


fcc bayonets, the first match will explode the 


e must trust to ane and localsentiment and strength 
where occur for the purpose of suppressing them, and not ap- 
ee eae eens Call not for the weapons which tyrantsand 
ae, bas at home among ourselves settle our own difficulties 

we can, forcibly if we must. Let us try such force only 

as is necessary to place the opposition, where the courts can reach 


Mr. ROCKWELL. Mr. I am deeply grateful to my col- 

eee Le Leen) for the able Someta er aasion the 
attack of the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Braca]. I 

had discovered since that ordinary courtesy falls as coldly on that 
Gee ote eae ree ene wink overs shore. 


He to be unhappy unless he is ina | that the bill now appropriates $54,875.60 more than the appropriation 
quarrel with . -}] And now - is in a quarrel | law for the slaied teenl year; and to show that the increase can not be 
with the Democratic because he can not shape | possibly justified by the necessity of the War Department, I wish to 
his views to agree with call the attention of the House again to the fact that for a number of 

Mr. I stand upon this business proposition: In peace we | years there has been a moderate yet steady reduction in the cost of the 


Army. 
For 1884 the whole sum appropriated was $24,681,250. For 1885 


cee teatwomay have means at short notice tosupply arms for our 
soldiers the whole sum appropriated was $24,454,450; while for 1886 the whole 


case of war. 








sum appropriated was $24,014,052.50, showing g reduction on the three 
successive appropriation bills of $667,197.50, or at the rate of more than 
$200,000ayear. There is, taking the two current years together, that 
is the present and the last year—there i is, Ithink, nodeficiency. There 
is an estimated deficiency in the Pay Department for the current year 
of $189,259.12; but the appropriation for the preceding year embraces 
$229,099.85 more than was required, so that no more is required to be 
appropriated as a deficiency for the present year, butsimply a re-appro- 
priation of unexpended balances of the preceding year to the amount 
of $189,259.12. Taking the two last years together, as my friend from 
Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] will perceive, there will be a difference be- 
tween this bill as it now stands and the average of the two last bills 
of about $50,000. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not think that there should be any such 
increase, or any increase, in the expenditures of the Army. I think 
this is a branch of the service where there ought to be, as appropriation 
bills have heretofore indicated, a steady decline in the amount required. 
One important element of expense in the Army is transportation, and 
that largely results from the vast number of our military Fests but 
the tendency of late being to concentrate these materially dimini 
the cost of the transportation. That tendency should goon, and instead 
of having increased expenditures for the benefit of the Army, instead 
of being an increase on appropriations of former years, there should have 
been @ heavy reduction. I hope, therefore, sir, that this increase of 
$100,000, which has been satisfactorily shown to be unnecessary, for 
ordnance, will be defeated ultimately in the House. 

I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will now submit the motion of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin. 

Mr. BRAGG, I made the motion prior to the gentleman from In- 
diapa making his informal amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the amendment was in order at that time. 

Mr. BRAGG. Was an informal amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BRAGG. I do not care to discuss that matter now. 

The motion that the committee rise was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Crisp having taken the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, having had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. 6395) making for the sup- 
port of the Army for the fiscal year cnitiae June 30, 1887, and for other 
purposes, had directed him to report the same back to the House with 
sundry amendments and the recommendation that the bill as amended 
do pass. 

Mr. BRAGG. I movethe previous question on the amendments and 
the _areeoees and third reading of the bill 
revious question was ordered. 
RAGG. I ask that all the amendments may be acted upon by 
— year except that at line 466 striking out ‘‘$300,000’’ and insert- 
**$400,000.’? 

“the SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no demand for a separate 
vote on any other amendment the Chair will put the question on all 
the amendments except the one indicated by the gent!eman from Wis- 
consin. 

The amendments, with the exception indicated, were agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the amendment 
on which a separate vote is asked. 

The Clerk read as follows: e 

In line 466, strike out ‘‘ $300,000" and insert ‘$400,000 ;”’ so +] it will read: 

‘For manufacture of arms at the national armo: $400,000. 

Mr. BRAGG. Upon that amendment I call for the wenn nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 103, nays 106, not vot- 
ing 113; as follows: 


YEAS—108, 

Adams, G. FE. Farquhar, Little, Romeis, 
Anderson, J. A. Fuller, ong, Sawyer, 
Atkinson, sneee, —— Scranton, 

er, y Sessions, 
Bayne, Goff, Mahoney, Smalls, 
Boutelle, Grosvenor, 3 5 Spooner, 
Brady, Grout, McComas, Stephenson, 
Browne, T. M Guenther, Merriman, Stone, E. F. 
Brown, ©. E Hanback, Millard, — 
Brown, W. W Harmer, Milliken, Struble, 
Brumm, Hayden, Morrill, Swinburne, 
Buck, Haynes, Morrow, 8s 
Butterworth, Hepburn, O'Donnell, - Taylor, IH. 
Campbell, Felix Herman, O'Neill, Charles Taylor, Zach. 
Campbell, J. M. Hires, O'Neill, Id. ‘Thomas, O. B. 
Campbell, T. J. Hiseock, Osborne, ‘Thompson, 
Cannon, Hitt, Owen, Van Schaick, 
Cooper, iH ins, Payne, Wadsworth, 
Davenport, J m, Wakefield, 
Davis, James, Pettibone, Warner, William 
Dibble, Johnson, F. A. Phelps, Weber, 
Dorsey, Johnston, I.T: Plumb, West, 
Dan . Ketcham Price, White, Milo 
Ely, La Folletie Reed, T. B. Whiting, 
Evans, Lawler, Rice, Woodburn. 
Everhart, Lindsley, Rockwell, 
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NAYS—106. 
Allen, J. M. Davidson, A. C. Jones, J. H. Scott, 
Anderson, C. M. Dav idson, R.H.M. King, Seney, 
Ballentine, Dawson, Kleiner, Seymour, 
Barksdale, Dockery, Laffoon, Shaw, 
es, Dunn, Laird, om eton, 
Barry, Eldredge, Lanham, Springer, 
Beach, Elisberry, Le Fevre, Steele, 4 
Belmont, Ermentrout, are, Stewart, Charles a 
Bennett, Ford, Martin, St. Martin, . 
Bland, Forney, Maybury, Stone, W. J., Mo. es 
Blount, Glass, McCreary, Storm, 4 
Bragg, Green, R.8. MeMillin, Swope, ¥ 
Breckinridge, C. R. Green. w.J. Miller, Taulbee, ; 
Breckinridge, WCP. Halsell, Mills, Throckmorton, 
Bynum, Hammond, Morgan, Tillman, 
Cabell, Harris, Morrison, 7 A 
Caldwell, Hatch, —_ hy, ‘Turner, , 
Campbell, J. E. Heard, — Van Eaton, [ 
Candler, Henderson, J.S Orerrall, Viele, e 
Catchings, Herbert, Perry, Ward, J. ; 
Clements, Hewitt, Pideock, Weaver, J. B - 
‘ Holman, Reid, J. W. ie 
Cowles, Howard, Richardson, Willis, 
Cox, Hudd, Riggs, Wilson, 
Crisp, Hutton, Robertson, Wolford 
Croxton, Irion, Sadler, 
Dargan, Johnston, T. D. Sayers, 
NOT VOTING—113. k 
Adams, J.J Dougherty, Libbey, Rowell, bs 
Aiken, Dowdney, Lowry, Ryan, 
Allen, C. H, Eden, Lyman, Skinner, / 
Arnot, Felton, Matson, Snyder, ¥ 
pethene, peamieg ‘ 5 pea Seo & 
ngham, er, McKenna, 
Blanchard, Fleeger, McKinley, Stahineck er, 
liss, Foran, McRae, Stewart, J. W. 2 
Bound, k, Mitchell, Stone, W. J., Ky 
Boyle, Gallinger, Moffatt, y 
Buchanan Geddes, Muller, Taylor, E.B 
Bunnell Gibson, C. H. Neece, Taylor, J. M. 
Burleigh, Gibson, Eustace Negley, omas, J. 
Burnes, Gilfillan, N n, Townshend, 
Burrows, Glover, Norwood, Tucker, 
Carleton, ale, Oates, Wade, s 
Caswell, Hall, O’ Hara, Wai 
Clardy, Hemphill, Outhwaite, Ward, T.B 
Cole, Henderson,D.B. Parker, ‘Warner, A. J. 
Collins, He ‘ Payson, Weaver, A.J 
Compton, Henley, Peel, eliborn, 
Comstock, Hiestand, Perkins, White, A.C. 
Conger, Hill, Pindar, Wilkins, 
Crain. Holmes, ‘ ‘Winans, 
Cul > Houk, Randall, Wise. 
Curtin, Jones, J.T. Ranney, Worthington. 
Cutcheon, Kelley, Reagan, 
Daniel, Landes, Reese, 
Dingley, Lehlbach, pes 
So the amendment was not 


Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. I woted “ay,’? but being paired, I 
withdraw my vote. I voted to make a quorum if my vote was neces- 





Mr. BRAGG. I ask unanimous consent to dispense with the reca- 
pitulation of the vote. 

There was no objection. 

The following pairs were announced until farther notice: 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, with Mr. KELLEY. 

Mr. MULLER with Mr. Hovk. 

Mr. BoyLE with Mr. HenpERsoy, of Illinois. 

Mr. DowDNEY with Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. 

Mr. Norwoop with Mr. GILFILLAN. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND with Mr. GALLINGER. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE with Mr. PARKER. 

Mr. CuRTIN with Mr. NEGLEY. 

Mr, CRAIN with Mr. STEWART, of Vermont. 

Mr. CULBERSON with Mr. McKINLEY. 

Mr. Burnes with Mr. BucHANAN. 

Mr. FisHer with Mr. O’ HARA. 

Mr. Grason, of West Virginia, with Mr. Prrce. 

Mr. CoLE with Mr. THomas, of Illinois. 

Mr. CARLETON with Mr. HoLMEs. 

Mr. Hupp with Mr. FLEEGER. 

Mr. Jonss, of Alabama, with Mr. BURLEIGH. 

Mr. TARSNEY with Mr, CASWELL. 

For this day: 

Mr. SNYDER with Mr. Concer. 

Mr. BARBOUR with Mr. CuTcHEON. 

Mr. HEMPHILL with Mr. Lyman. 

Mr. Buiss with Mr. Payson. 

Mr, ARNoT with Mr. ROWELL. 

Mr. Roegers with Mr. PERKINS. 

Mr. MITCHELL with Mr. DINGLEY. 

Mr. Lowry with Mr. Ezra B. TAYLOR. 

Mr. Greson, of Maryland, with Mr. Netson: 

Mr. FREDERICK with Mr. LEHLBACH, 

Mr, REESE with Mr. BINGHAM. 

Mr. Matson with Mr. McKENNA. 

Mr. FELton with Mr. LANDES. 
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Mr. WILKINS with Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. 

Mr. Lipsey with Mr. WISE. 

Mr. McRAE with Mr. ALLEN, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. PINDAR with Mr. BUNNELL. 

Mr. NEEcE with Mr. Warr. 

Mr. RYAN with Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. Joun M. TAYLOR with Mr. Burrows, on this vote. 

Mr. SowDEN and Mr. STAHLNECKER were paired, or otherwise they 
would have voted in the negative. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being , it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. B RAGG. I move the previous question on the passage of the 
bill. 

evened question was ordered, and under the operation thereof 


or. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table.” : 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


VISITORS TO UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY 


TheSPEAKER announced the appointment as Visitors to the United 
States Military Academy of Mr. Brace of Wisconsin, Mr. VIELE of 
New York, and Mr. LAIRD of Nebraska. 


TERRITORY OF ALASKA. 


Mr. HILL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 8757) for 
the organization of the Territory of ‘Alaska, and to provide for the es- 
tablishment of a civil government therefor; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ARKANSAS, NEW MEXICO AND PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. HILL, — unanimous consent, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8758) 
to incorporate the Arkansas, New Mexico and Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, and for other p ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, and ordered to be printed. 


CORRECTION. 


Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question of privilege. This 
morning I called the attention of the House to the fact that there was 
an error in the RECORD in the remarks made yesterday by the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER]. My attention was then called 
to the fact that the gentleman was not in the House, and I therefore 
withheld the matter until now. The gentleman, I observe, is now in 
his seat. I therefore now again call attention to the error, which ap- 
pears upon page 4389 of the RecorD in the remarks which ‘the gentle- 

man made . The error consists in the omission of the prefix 
‘arch before the word “conspirator.’’ The language actually used 
by er from Alabama, as furnished by the Official Reporter 

who recorded it, is: 
I a the ee aye from Wisconsin for the suggestion that the charges we 
see ee fo erepieter, i Mr. Stanton [hisses on the Republican 


side}, who sought and conspired to drag down officers of the Army who did not 
side wi his views or sustain the line of policy he sought to inaugurate. 


The passage as printed in the REcorD reads: 


oa the poatamen. Bn from Piaeesis (Mr. BraGa] for the*suggestion that 
refer to win M. Stanton [hisses on the Re- 


the statements the conspirator 
po pre etn + By side), who _— to conspire to drag down officers of the Army who 


In the ciated remarks the gentleman appears to have said that Mr. 
Stanton sought to conspire, w he did in fact say not only that 
Mr. Stanton sought to conspire, but that he did conspire. The lan- 

guage actually used by the gentleman is ‘‘who sought and conspired 
to otek down officers of the Army,” &c., and the gentleman applied 
the term ‘* ? to our honored la late Secretary of War, Mr. 
Stanton. I ask that the Recorp be corrected on this point. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Crisp). Is there objection to the 
— made as indicated by the gentleman irom Pennsyl- 


gee ge ie gry I do not know what the fact is. If 
the fact is as the a from Pennsylvania [Mr. BkuMM] states, 
the error ought to be corrected. It is certainly very important that 
the ve should be restored. There are some people who would 
not if they were called a ‘‘liar,”? but if they were called a 


_“‘damned liar” would get very mad. 


ee pro tempore. Ts there obtetion to the correction in- 
Mr. WHEELER, Mr. Speaker—— 
Mr. McMILLIN. If it suits the gentleman from Pennsylvania bet- 
there would be no objection. 
= ; MoMILLIN. suppose that i the prs 
Mr. phraseology you suggest 
Mr. BRUMM. vO Fave thing to do with I eae Scan 
t. It is notthat one 
word but the the context also has been " 


Mr. Mr. Spaker T I do not there is any question 
of privilege involved in this matter. My recollection is that the gen- 
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= from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] did use the expressions and 

| say substantially what the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BRoM™M ] 
attributes to him; but it may be that, like the gentleman from Georgia 
| (Mr. Hammon pl, I do not remember what the fact was. It isa very 
common thing for gentlemen to revise their remarks before they go into 
| the Recorp. When gentlemen who take the trouble to look over their 
remarks find that they have slopped over a little they erase something. 
[Laughter.] This is too common, and often too creditable to be criti- 
cised. 

Mr. BRUMM. That is all we want the gentleman from Alabama to 
do, to acknowledge that he did slop over. 

Mr. MORRISON. It seems to me the gentleman from Alabama, 
with entire propriety, without infringing any rule of the House or 
offending any of its members, might have erased the word or the whole 
of what was said in connection with it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to making the cor- 
rection ? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. A matter like that always shrinks on cool- 
ing, and the great wonder is that it did not shrink more. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Just as our friend upon the other side, Mr. 
CUTCHEON, when he made an assault on General Grant left it all out 
of the Recorp. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. REED, of Maine. And if some of you gentlemen on your side 
had done the same thing it would tk better for your history. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. WHEELER] object to the correction ? 

Mr. WHEELER. I would like to state, Mr. Speaker 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, if there is no question of privi- 
lege in this matter I want to stop it right here. I have had my say. 
[ Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that the only 
question involved is as tothe truthoftheREcorpD. Thegentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. BruMM] calls attention to certain portions of the 
remarks of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] yesterday 
wherein it is claimed that the RECORD is not correct. Is there objec- 
tion to making the correction? 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I think the point made by the Chair 
about the RECORD being required always to speak the truth is hardly 
tenable. It is important that the Journal shall tell the truth, but I 
do not know that there are many people in the country who expect the 
REcorD to contain the whole truth. [Laughter. } 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The object of the REcoRD is to record 
correctly the proceedings of the House. 

Mr. MORRISON. Well, it is near enough correct. 

Mr. BRUMM. 
of a lie. 

Mr. DUNN. Oh, you have said worse things than anybody else I 
have ever heard speak in this House. 

Mr. BRUMM. Istand by them though. 
them. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Alabama 
object to the proposed correction ? 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, I wish to state the facts, which 
are that the expression “‘arch’’ did appear in my remarks, and that, 
with a desire to prevent a thing going into the RecorD which I saw 
had created some feeling on the floor, I did draw my pen over the ex- 
pression in a way which showed that it had been used, leaving the 
RECORD to be discussed, as I rather thought it would be discussed, this 
morning. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The correction will be made. 

Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering a 
general appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 





[ Laughter. } 
A truth half told is often worse than the worst kind 


I do not slink away from 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union (Mr. HAtcuH in the chair), and proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. 6392) making appropriations for the 
diplomatic and consular service of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1587, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BELMONT. I ask unanimous consent that the first reading of 
the bill be dispensed with. 

The CHAIRMAN. If fhere be no objection that order will be 
made. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Chairman, this bill, as now reported by the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, appropriates $1,299,665 as against $1,- 
919,713 appropriated in the corresponding bill passed last year. This 
apparent decrease, however, is owing to the fact that last year’s bill 
included an item of $594, 000 for the payment of awards of the French- 
American Claims Commission, and also an item of $100,000 for the in- 
ternational survey between the United States and Mexico. Neither of 
these items is included in the present bill. The Department estimates 
contain an item of somewhat over $15,000, the balance due upon the 
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French- American Claims Commission awards, and also an item of $100, - 
000 fax continuing the international boundary survey. These were 
recommended by the Department to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
but under the rules the committee was relieved from their considera- 
tion, and they will probably come before the House in the sundry civil 
bill, 

This bill appropriates for the diplomatic service $536,845, and for the 
consular service $762,520—very much the same amounts that were ap- 
propriated in last year’s bill. - This bill is, in fact, a very simple one— 
merely a money bill; and the committee that reported it thought, upon 
consultation, that the House probably would not desire to occupy much 
time in its diseussion. Variations from last year’s bill can very briefly 
he stated to the House as the items are reached and are unanimously 
recommended by the committee. Therefore under instructions of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs I move that the committee rise for the 
purpose of limiting debate. 

Mr. CANNON. I would be glad if the gentleman, before pressing 
that motion, would yield to me five or ten minutes. 

Mr. BELMONT. Would not the gentleman be able to submit his 
remarks during the five-minute debate? 

Mr. CANNON. I think I could shorten my remarks so as probably 
not to exceed ten minutes. 

Mr. BELMONT. I suppose the gentleman’s purpose is to facilitate 
the dispatch of business. 

Mr.CANNON. Iwantto talk about the bill for a few minutes only. 

Mr. BELMONT. Then I ask unanimous consent that general debate 
on this bill be limited to half an hour. 

Mr. CANNON. For my own part I certainly shall not want that 
much time. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from New York that general debate on this bill be limited to half 
an hour? The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. a I now yield, to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
CANNON 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I have not given this bill a great 
deal of consideration; yet I have read the it; and 
the statements in that report differed so much from my tind aes 
I have taken a little pains to verify my recollection touching some of 
those statements. 

Mr. BELMONT. The gentleman will permit me to 
the report was presented to the House thecommittee has 


that since 
under con- 


sideration certain recommendations from the of State and 
has agreed upon certain amendments; and in summary which I 
have just given to the House of the embraced in the bill 
those recommendations are included. ile they differ somewhat from 


the original report, yet, as I stated in the outset, they can very briefly 
be explained when we come to consider the items of the bill in detail. 
It seems to me per best that the diseussion of those items should 
be deferred until that time arrives. 

Mr. CANNON. I was not referring to those items, but to other 
statements in the report. I read for instance: 

The total amount appropriated by this bill is $1,254,165. 

Mr. BELMONT. The statement which I have just made of the ag- 
gregate appropriation in this bill included the changes since agreed on. 
As I said, the bill as now reported appropriates $1,299,665. 

Mr. CANNON. As you propose to amend if? 

Mr. BELMONT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CANNON. I was taking the bill without reference to any sub- 
sequent action of the Committee on F Affairs. I cast up the 
figures with some care, and I find that in the bill as originally reported | me 
there is a slight error in the addition. 

Mr. BELMONT. .The gentleman will permit me to say there is no 
error at all, because the committee has i me in reporting the 
bill to ask that the amendments I referred to be adopted when we come 
to the particular items to which they relate. 

Mr. CANNON. Those amendments are not now printed in the bill, 
are they? 

Mr. BELMONT. They are amendments, for instance, in regard to 
the inerease in the contingent expenses of consulates. 

Mr. CANNON. But those amendments do not now appear in the 
bill? 

Mr. BELMONT. They donot. 

Mr. CANNON. Iam not referring to the amendments that the gen- 
tleman now speaks of. Iam referring to the bill as it was reported 
from the committee, read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. A copy of the bill as thus reported 
and veferred to the Committee of the Whole I hold in my hand. Iam 
not dealing with the amendments the gentleman speaks of at all. 

Mr. BELMONT. I understand the gentlemanis speaking about the 
amendments. 

Mr. CANNON. I have not got that far yet, but will 
[Cries of ““Goon!’’] A careful footing of the bill carries 279,660, 
an item between $25,000 and $30,000 more than the report states it. 
Oe ee art ee ee 

Mr. BELMONT. I must insist I have explained matter. 
Thirty thousand dollars was the amount the committee instructed me 
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to ask the House to adopt in the way of amendments to the last item 
of the bill in regard to contingencies. 

Mr. CANNON. Is itamamendment to the amendment? 

Mr. BELMONT. I have already answered it is not. 

Mr. CANNON. Itisnot. Ifthe gentleman will allow me to com- 
plete my statement he will see Iam not referring to his amendment 
hereafter to be offered. I[ am referring to the error that committee 
made, or more probably its clerk made, when they footed the tatal of 
the appropriations recommended by the bill. The report states it at 
$1,254,165, whereas in fact it is $1,279,665. 

I goastep further. The report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
states that the amount appropriated by the corresponding act for the 
present fiseal year is $1,919,713. Now the truth is the amount appro- 
priated by the corresponding act for the current year is $1,242,925, 
$700,000, in round numbers, less than is stated in the report. 

Mr. BELMONT. I am sorry to interrupt the gentleman again, but 
I think the House ought to know—— 

Mr.CANNON. Iamgoingtoexplainit. Ihavealready expiained it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. BELMONT. That there was included in this estimate as to the 
expenditure last year the amount for the French-American Claims 
Commission awards and the $100,000 for the Mexican boundary survey. 

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman would save himself trouble as wel! 
as myself by allowing me to state what I understand this bill shows 
and what I understand the report of the committee to be. I will be 
able to do it in about three minutes if the gentleman will allow me to 
complete my sentence. 

The report I hold in my hand, I will say again, states that the bill for 
the current year co to this amounts to $1,919,713, whereas 
it only amounts to $1,242,925, a difference in round numbers between 
the fact and the statement in the report of $700,000. The bill as re- 

rted. ce renee over the law for the current year of over 
$35,000 The gentleman speaks of appropriation of $594,000 for the 
awards of the French-American Claims Commission and $100,000 for 
the Mexican boundary survey. Why, my friend, yourcommittee never 
could have examined the law for the current year. It does not contain 
either item. They are both appropriated for in the sundry civil ap- 
pae bill, and not in the corresponding bill te this. 

BELMONT. I have already said to the House the committee 
had no instruction on the question of appropriation for the Mexican 
boundary survey, that it was discharged from its consideration, and 
that probably it would be presented to the House in the sundry civil 
bill. Five hundred and ninety-four thousand dollars for the French 
American Claims Commission awards was an item which appeared in 
the last year’s app nm bill, but did not are 

Mr. CANNON. If my feiend will allow me, ete 
sire to dispute dispute —— ws just. now 

‘ou repeat it, whereas in truth and in fact both items, one for $594,000 
and another for $100,000, are not in the law for the current year. Your 
report mistakes when it. says the act for the current year covers those 
items. 


Somebody may ask what does all of this amount to? It amounts to 
just this, Mr. , and that called my attention to it in the first 
place: When the gentleman reported his bill from the committee and 
placed it upon ‘the Calendar evidently the agent of the Associated Pres~ 
made baste to analyze the bill and to read the report submitted, an: 
what was the result? 

The result was that there went out a report which appeared in every 

metropolitan newspaper in the land, the statement that this econom- 
ical Committee on ann nS rae cutting down the 
expenses, as compared with the corresponding act for the current vear, 


over $700,000. 
The CHAIRMAN. The time yielded tothe has expired. 
Mr. CANNON. I understood I had half an hour if I desired it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the gentleman from Ne» 
York [Mr. BrLMont] to yield ten minutes. 
Mr. CANNON. I only want a few moments lon, 
an BELMONT. I will yield to the gentleman all the time he de- 


our. CANNON. More than that, the report went out that this sa\ 

ae oe Dene SF Braereh Se sun Sane, cuits 
economy 0 House in adopting the new 
wales dittribat the appropriation bills among the committees. 

Mr. STEELE from his seat). That is just where it hurts. That 
question has been settled. 

Mr. ee My friend from er peta ke n 
aaee et you, it has beensettled. The not operate: 
yet OS aahdieeanenin but I do not that it was 
not wise; nor am I it, although an a misstate- 
ment of a saving of ry a rater tm asone of its fruits. 

Now I have not any contradiction in the Associated Press dis- 
patches, nor do I care whether they make the contradiction ono. But 

is the report made to the House of Representatives from one of it= 


committees, and I could net let that repert go unchallenged, as it con- 
tained an error of this character. - 
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cteacintabincie 
Mr. LONG. What is the fact in reference te the amount of the ap- | The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection the Clerk will now com- 
propriation; is it less? i. |,.mence the reading of the bill by paragraphs for amendment. 
Mr. CANNON. No; theappropriation for the current year is $30,000 | There was no objection. 
less than that recommended by this bill; whereas the Committee om{ he Clerk read the following paragraph, under the heading © Con- 
Foreign Affairs have gone before the country as having recommended | tingent expenses, foreign mission:’’ 
a bill carrying $700,000 less than the bill for the current year. That For the purpose of enabling the President to provide, at the public expense, 
is all I desire to say upon that point. ~ nk secok ond chen Seeks, seals, yeesaen, fags, ondialgpe 
. . - 2 a = > Sha - es y to severai ic 1ons Ii ansac 1 y 
As the consideration of the bill progresses, unless somebody else un business, and also for rent, postage, Salaqueane: ienibane. ond trecaiiiewnd ~~ md 
dertakes to do it, I shall offer some ae Ta oa cellaneous expenses, and for printing in the Department of State, $105,000 
y i i arrangemen' find Te ~ . . 
that I have noticed in the . are ith refi r Mr. BELMONT. I offer the amendment which | send to the desk. 
is a misarrangement of several items of appropriations with reference : : 
re _ It does not increase the expenditure. It has been prepared on the ad- 
—- RICE. Will the t permit me to ask him a question? vice of the accounting officers of the Treasury simply in order that the 
Mr. CANNON. Ontoub ’ items may be clearly specified. 
Mr. RICE. Is not thedifference to which the gentleman refersmade | The Clerk read as follows: 

; Amrend the paragraph from line 88 to line 94 so that it will read as follows: 
up as shown by the very first paragraph of the report? Doesitnot| <i i , it : ~ 
show that the item of $594,000 for the awardsof the French and Amer- | a; such starioncry, blauies, record and other bboles, seals, presses, fae soe 
ican Claims Commission included in the bill for the current year are | signs as he shall think necessary for the several legations in the transaction of 
omitted in this? Also that $15,000 due on those claims has been omit- a en and also for —_ postage, telegrams, furniture, messemer serv- 

ome : . ice, clerk-hire, compensation of cavasses, guards, dragomans, and porters, in- 
ted, and that $100,000 for the purpose of continuing the international cluding compensation of interpreter, guards, and Arabic clerk at one emamlabe 
boundary survey between the United States and Mexico has been omit- | at am and the npgnenaiion of ee saeuts at London, New York, 
ted? If the gentleman will take these amountsand add them will they | “4 5a" Francisco, and for traveling and miscellaneous expenses of legations, 
not bring the amount appropriated by the bill dewn to the aggregate go eae a te: ee 

as stated? endment was adopted. 
Mr. CANNON. My friend from Massachusetts has certainly not 

heard the statement. I made at the opening of my remarks. Let me 
report. 


Hiring of steam-launch for use of the legation at Constantinople, $1,300 


Mr. HOLMAN. I hope there will be some explanation of tlris item. 
This isa new appropriation. 

Mr. BELMONT. It has been customary to have a steam-launch for 
the use of the legation at Constantinople, and it is absolutely necessary. 
The inerease in this item is $800. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no motion pending. 

Now, there is no item of $594,000 for awards of the French-Ameri- Mr. HOLMAN. I move to strike out the last word, in order that 
can Commission in the law for the current year. It never wasin | the gentleman from New York may give an explanation. 

it,and when you say that the corresponding law for the current year | Mr. BELMONT. I understood the gentleniwn from Indiana to say 
bears that item and the other item of $100,000 for the boundary com- | this was a new item. 


The Clerk read the followirg paragraph: 
read for him the first five lines of the 


ae ee ae da nen tas en ee ee 
corresponding presen year was 713. 
There was ineluded in that measure an souseuriotion of $594,000 for payment 
of the awards of the French-American Claims Commission. No item on this 
account appears in the present bill. ; 


a 


mission’ it:is aclear misstatement, because the act for this yeardoes not | Mr. HOLMAN. New as to the amount. 
beareither of these items. Mr. BELMONT. The fact isthe steam-launc‘h has been used by the 


Mr: BELMONT. Lof course tookit for granted, Mr. Chairman, that | legation at Constantinople for years past; the mix‘ster being unable to 
when this:disenssion commenced the gentleman from Illinois desired, | reach the place of his official duties unless he has one. 
in asking for the time, to dispatch the business of the House. The| Mr. WILSON. Is there an increase? 
point he: raises I believe would certainly have been explained as we Mr. BELMONT. There is an increase of $800. 
went om with the consideration of the bill; and if he would lookatthe | Mr. WILSON. Was that given because of the increase of the size of 
estimates he will find the reasons which explain the ar- | the minister’ 
ofthe bill. The Department estimates for theservice,con-| Mr. BELMONT. The request of the minister has been very recently 
tained in the Book of Estimates, embody the items—— presented to the Department of State and to the committee, and there 
Mr. CANNON. I am talking about the law for the current year. was not any difference of opinion that I know of in regard to the justice 
Mr. BELMONT. And I am seeking, sincethe gentleman hascalled | of his demand. I have in my hand the letter of the minister, which 
im question the action of the committee, to establish before the House | fully describes the necessity for this Jaunch. I hardly think it neves- 
themethodsit pursuediin the preparation of the bill. ‘The Book of Esti- | sary to have it read. 
mates for foreign intercourse contains many suggestions which thecom- | Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw the formal amendment. 
a and it will be found as we proceed withthecon-| Mr. CANNON. I would like to say a word, and therefore renew 
sideration of the that the misplacement as to the consuls, if the | the amendment. 
gentleman will me, at the proper time will be remedied by | [I shall not antagonize by my vote the increase of $800 for a steain- 
amendment, as I had proposed te suggest that to the House on the part | launch for the use of our representative at Constantinople. But I do 
of the committee, because I have had already under consideration that | want to call the attention of gentlemen on this side and on that side ot 
very fault in the printed bill. the House to this fact, that this administration is Democratic. 
The had recommended certain increases of salary, but | Several MemBers. We all know that. 
under the rules of the House and the interpretation given to them we Mr. CANNON. And you Democrats say that it is an economical! 
did not think we would undertake to recommend any changesof law in | administration. Yet I finda very clever gentleman appointed to Cou- 


this bill, but would leave all such changes and increases for the general | stantinople—you all understand who; he has had long years of serv: 

ill, which we hope to to the House at anearlyday. Itiseasy | om the floor of the House, and the first thing that is done when th 

to account for the as to the few consulates of which the | administration comes into power is to pay him a salary as minister at 

gentleman speaks. estimates of their salaries were sent in to the | Constantinople of $10,000 a year, whereas under the Republican ad- 

comunittee. ministration the minister at Constantinople only received $7,500 per 
The increase in salary involves a change in the classification of con- | annum. 


suls, consuls being classified under the present system according to| A MEMBER. We have got better men now as ministers. 
that some 


salary. Therefore it occurred, as the suggested, Mr. BELMONT. Will the gentleman pardon me for interrupting 
of these consuls appear in the wrong place; but when we reach those | him? 

lines there will be ! more easy than to ask the striking ont of} Mr. CANNON. Let me finish my statement. In addition to that 
er consulate in the printed bill and its inser- | we have herean increase of $800 for thesteam-launch. [ recollect tht 


leceean steam-launch in former years, when this bill was being considered, !j- 
As the from: Massachusetts [Mr. Rick] explained to the | got diseussions on thatside of the House which, if put inthe aggregat:. 
Housejustnow, the$600,000 which make the differenceareaccounted for | would run for days, about the extravagance of that launch. It was de- 
by the fact its estimates has senta recommenda- | clared there was no necessity for a steam-launch there, «nd all that sor: 
tion in regard to those items to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, sup- | of thing. I believed then, when the debate was going on, you did not 
posing the amount for the Mexican boundary commission, the amount | know much about it. Butnow, when circumstances have changed, you 
for the Frenchclaims commission, and also the amount for the Haytian | find it is not only proper to increase the salary of the minister at Con- 
commission belonged to the consideration of that committee. But I | stantinople $2,500, and not only proper to give a thousand dollars fo: 
was instructed to ask that the committee be discharged from the con- | the steam-launch, but that it is very proper to increase the amount to 
sideration of those items; as stated at the outset, they will prob- | $1,800, making his pay, including the steam-launch, $11,800, while. 


ably in the sundry bill. Therefore I fail to see how it can | General Wallace, the Republican minister, only received $8, 500. 
be after this explanation, that there is any — of the House| So beit. I donot want our representatives at foreign posts te appea: 
ae the committee ia bill. at a disadvantage; I do not want them to have to be mean for want of 
I that the commence the reading of the bill by para- | sufficient appropriations tosustain the dignity and honor of the Amer- 
graphs. ican people and the American flag at Constantinople or anywhere else. 
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But, having sat in this House and in former Houses for ten or twelve 
years past and heard this matter discussed Congress after Congress, and 
heard the statements made upon the Democratic side of the House 
about all this useless extravagance, and about the entertainments and 
the wines and things of that kind, a sat by and heard from year 
to year enough campaign thunder manufactured here 10 elect a great 

many men to Congress, as no doubt it did-—— 

Mr. LONG. Champagne thunder. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CANNON. My friend from Massachusetts suggests champagne 
thunder. I accept the amendment. I say, Mr. Chairman, having sat 
here and heard all this, I simply wanted toshow the difference between 
then and now. Ido not say that this app apenas is improper; I am 
not going to antagonize it, but I just wanted to stir up the pure minds 
of the gentlemen upon the Democratic side by way of remembrance of 
their former professions of virtue Dengetett: and they have virtues, for 
they themselves said it. But now, when they get the administration, 
in this one item alone for your minister at Constantinople you make an 
increase the first year of $3,300. Gentlemen, if you told the truth about 
the extravagance of the Republicans when they were in power, how 
much greater is your extravagance now when you make these in- 

creases ! 

Mr. BELMONT. Before he takes his seat, I would like to ask the 
gentleman from Illinois, for whose experience in these matters I have 
very great respect, whether he does not know that this appropriation is 
absolutely necessary ? 

Mr. CANNON. If my friend asks me whether I know that this ap- 
propriation is or is not absolutely necessary, I answer that I never was 
at Constantinople and can not say. I know that Mr. 8. 8S. Cox, who 
was formerly a member of this House, is our minister there under this 
administration, and I have no doubt that he says the appropriation is 
necessary, and I am not going to antagonize it. However, it is no more 
necessary for the Democratic minister thére than it was for the Repub- 
lican who was there. : 

Mr. BELMONT. As the gentleman has been a member of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, he must have investigated this subject, and 
must undoubtedly have found that our minister in Constantinople is 
compelled to have this mode of conveyance, and for that reason an ap- 
propriation has been made for it every year. If it is » Mr. 
Chairman, to explain this matter further, I think the letter of the min- 
ister to which I have already referred may as well be read. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Chairman, before we get away from this sub- 
ject I want to move to strike out this $800. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Let us have the letter read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

[No. 124.) 
Usrrep States LeGcation, Constantinople, February 3, 1886. 


Sin: Your dispatch No. 67 is received. Its requirements will be regarded, 
ns gt seen by a dispatch which I will send by next mail as to the particular 
items, &c. 

The caique will be disposed of. 

For the steam-launch, as you are aware, there must be an annual appropria- 
tion. 

The contract last year was for four months only, at $836. 

Our accounts show the other expenses, coal, water, oil, porterage —— Ww, 
&e., to a .42 for the four months, or the total cost was at the rate of $290.37 

er ‘mont 
: The owner will not let it again, as he says, for the above sum. 

It is desirable to have it for six months, at poe Log an Ist May to Ist of Novem- 
ber, while the legations are outside the city on 

That should make the appropriation $1,800. It is desirable that you should 
have this estimate,as you may desire to recommend the same to the proper 


committee, 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 8. 8. COX. 


Hon, T. F. BAYARD, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. EDEN. If my colleague [Mr. CANNON] is opposed to this ap- 
propriation why does he not move to strike it out ? 

Mr. CANNON. I will say to my colleague from Illinois that I am 
not opposed to thisappropriation. Your administration submits it and 
says it is necessary, we you always denied it to the Republican | son 
ministers at that court, I am willing to take itat its word. Ihave 
only been calling attention to the difference between the attitude of 
gentlemen on that side of the House in regard to this matter now and 
their position in the past. 

Mr. EDEN. I understand, then, that my colleague isin favor of 
this provision; and, if so, I do not know whathe is complaining about. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Chairman, I have very little personal knowl- 
edge on this subject of compensation and allowances in the foreign 
service. Gentlemen of experience who have served on the A: 
tions Committee and have investigated this matter in connection with 
former appropriations tell us the sum appropriated for this service 
for the present fiseal yearis ample. This is comparatively a small sum 
and may be thought not very important, but it is admitted by all that 
when we have been heretofore very tably represented at this for- 
eign court $1,000 was sufficient for the boating part of this diplo- 
matic service. I see no reason, therefore, why we should allow our 
present exeellent representative an additional $800. I therefore move 
to strike out eight hundred. This increase, unimportant as it may ap- 


pear, will be followed by larger ones if this is permitted to pass un- 
challenged. 
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Mr. - at ta Mr. Chairman, what is the question before the com- 
«mittee 
iano CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will cause the amendment offered by 
irate from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] to be read in order that 
tle: 


men may know what the question is. 
eur. BO LE. That is what we want. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
In line 99 strike out “ eight hundred;" so that the pa h will read: “‘ Hire 
of steam-launch for use of the legation at Constantinaglh, ple, $1,000. 


Mr. HEWITT. I hold in my hand a letter which I have received 
within a day or two from our friend, lately a member gn this floor, the 
present minister at Constantinople, which relates to pretty much every- 
thing that he was in the habit of discussing in this House; and I be- 
lieve d his long service here he discussed about everything, but 
at the conclusion of it occurs this very t rief remark: 

I received a copy of the dip. app. bill. 

I take it that means this bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That means the diplomatic bill; it is probably 
Turkish. 

Mr. HEWITT (reading): 


They have put in enough for the launch for six months, $1,800. I can only 
hire it for six months, and no one can live here in summer without it 


Now, gentlemen, if you want Mr. Cox back again you had better 
adopt , amendment offered by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Mor- 
RISON 

Mr. MORRISON. If Mr. Cox can not go on and represent us ably 
abroad without unnecessarily adding to the expenses of the office | 
would like to have him back. In fact I would be glad to have him back 
anyhow. He was useful and did us more service here than he can do 
there. 


Mr. HEWITT. I want him back. I miss him every hour. This 
House misse3 him every day. I have observed that there isa great deal 
less enjoyment in the House since he left it. We donot have the orig- 
inal jokes that he used to perpetrate in reply to the stereotyped jokes 
on the other side. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. REED, of Maine. It seems to me you are developing rather a 
fine af yea of yl ah tee che ] 

HEWITT. Mr. Chairman, as to the necessity for this steam- 

launch, I have ot res myself [laughter]; and I want to say that it 
absolutely impossible for the minister to get along without a steam- 
launch, and it is not possible to get along with a steam-launch that wil! 
cost less than $1,800. My friend from Illinois says the late ublican 
minister at Constantinople managed to do it; but he did not. I started 
out with him one day in his steam-launch. We proceeded for about a 
quarter of a mile when the British steam-launch came out and went by 
us; then the Italian launch came out and went by us; then the French 
launch came out and went by us; and as the only American flag that 
floats in those waters is the flag on the steam-launch, we had to submit 
to the humiliation of seeing it ran away from by all the foreign powers. 

A MEMBER. Why did you not put on steam? 

Mr. HEWITT. We did put on steam. Our American blood began 
to boil, and the boiler began to boil. [Laughter.] The result was 
that when we got half way down to Constantinople the whole thing 
suddenly and we were left in the open Bosporus. 

A MEMBER. Why did you not swim? 

Mr. HEWITT. The Republican minister said he had been trying 
to swim with his party for the last two years, and could not; he knew 
they were going out at the next election. As I knew I could swim at 
the next election, I did not try itthere. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SYMES. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. HEWITT. Oh, yes; I want to defeat this. amendment; so I am 
ready to to every gentleman. 

Mr. 8 headin on I heaps 0+ to inquire whether in these days when the 

eer great effort to return to ‘‘ Jefier- 

> ako whale a Tanger) not have a 
— own canoe.’’ [Laughter 

The minister at Constan’ has “‘ paddled his 

= oman so well that he has done what the rest of us have not been 

anes more genial climate. 

The time of the gentleman from New York has 


its HEWITT. But, Mr. Chairman, I have not got down to the 
point of this business. 
Mr. MILLS obtained the floor and said: I yield my time tothe gen- 
deuun tae tae Sole 
Mr. HEWITT. eae tee Ben oes I knew he would 
sympathize with our genial friend, w we have lost. 
Now, if a Republican minister could ones. ,000—and 
how any Democrat can dos. th it—I do not ses 


how Democrat can 

Mr. MORRISON. eae cnatesniodied dustaase bah 1° 
Mr. HEWITT. You bedi. not asked for more, but he 
soe tcaaddeaieneatemdiitem mantiniemetiteness make 
a statement of the humiliation which he and I both felt on that occa- 


sion. I have not yet recovered from the humiliation. I am sure if 
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will send for General Lew Wallace he will tell you that even after 

iis glorious defeat at Monocacy, where he saved the Union Army, he 
never felt so much humiliated as he did when on this broken-down 
Jaunch, with the British and French and Italian launches running away 
from him. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Will $800 enable us to save the honor of the 
American flag? 

Mr. MEWIIT. It will, and no doubt it will prevent large appro- 
priations of money in the way of subsidies. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I want to see how many Democrats value 
the American flag to the extent of $800. [Laughter. ] ' 

Mr. HEWITT. You will find that out by the vote on this amend- 
ment. As a matter of course we are going to vote down the amend- 


Mr. GUENTHER. Is this steam-launch an American-built ves- 
_* HEWITT. The one that broke down was not; but the one we 
intend to have, which will not break down, will be an:American vessel. 

Mr. G HER. Can it sail under the American flag? 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Hewitt] has 


Mr. G Mr. Chairman, I have not received, as other gen- 
tlemen have, letters from Mr. Cox on this subject; but I have received 
from him a newspaper; and as I presume it may relate to this ques- 
tion, I send it to the Clerk to be read. 

(A newspaper printed in French, at Constantinople, was handed to 
the clerk). 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed by the Clerk that the 
gentleman from Wisconsin will have to read his own newspaper. 

Mr. GUENTHER. It is not my own paper, but a paper which I 
received from Mr. Cox. I presume it relates to the steam-launch busi- 
ness. [Cries of ‘‘Read!’’ ‘* Read!’’] 

The . Will the gentleman from Wisconsin oblige the 
Clerk Se extract in the paper which he sent up? 

Mr. G I am not so proficient in the French language as 
my friend from Massachusetts, and I ask him to read it. [Laughter]. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Morrison] has called attention to the increase by this appropriation 
over that of last year by way of suggestion to this side of the House. 
They had better regard the economical profession they have heretofore 
i in. On this occasion I am glad the gentleman has seen fit to 
do so, and that it seems to be a pleasure to other gentlemen from time 
to time, as bills come up, to call attention to the fact 
we are not as economical as we ought to be. It is a proper reminder 
tous. It does not cost them anything at all. If it did they would 
not ind in it perhaps. 

Now, w reductions were made in past Congresses were made 
against your protest, and made by that side of the House with almost 
perfect unanimity. But, sir, I would rather see them at last come to 
the conclusion the policy we was the correct one, by constantly 
reminding us that although we it is the correct one, we are never- 
theless constantly departing from it. [Laughter. ] 

I confess on this occasion, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman has made a 
proper point. The Book of Estimates only requires $1,000 for this 
steam-launch. It is proper we should regard the Book of Estimates, 
coming to us from the Secretary of the Treasury, who is to be regarded 
in the amounts necessary to carry on the Government as of much higher 
authority under the law than any foreign minister can possibly be, and 
especially in reference to any matter in which the latter is himself per- 
sonally concerned. I am un this House should act on private 
matters upon the recommendation of any foreign minister when it comes 
in conflict with the estimates which come to this House from the source 


t supplemental estimate. 

HISCOCK. Does the gentleman respect the estimates when 
cut down or when are in excess of them? 
The knows well what I respect. He can 
when he has to rely on this side of the House time and 
when he was chairman of the Committee on Appropriations to 
side of the House from running up his own appropria- 
bills to an excessive amount. 


I only wanted to know how you regard the esti- 
authority 
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minister, without any recommendation at all. It was only transmit- 
ted to the House for its information. 

The fact stated that the owner of that launch will not contract for a 
less amount does not exclude the idea another may not be had at some- 
thing less. I hope the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois will 
prevail. 

Mr..MORRISON. Mr. Chairman, I would not for a much greater 
sum than $800 humiliate or contribute to the humiliation of our min- 
ister, Mr. Cox,.or his predecessor, General Wallace, or the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Hewitt], when he next visits Turkey. But I 
do not believe we can buy rank at Constantinople or elsewhere abroad, 
nor do we seek to obtain rank or respectability abroad by the splendor 
of equipment. Until we depart from our ancient or earlier faith we 
must not expect to compete even at foreign courts in the maintenance 
of magnificent display. Even there we must depend upon othercauses 
and undertake to be respectable for something else. [Laughter and 
applause]. 

What has been said by gentlemen of this item of expenditure and 
the humiliation of our representative at this court for lack of equip- 
ment and more expensive outfit may be said ofall our representatives 
abroad with the same or as much propriety. Ihave made this motion 
because if this increase is made others can not be denied, especially if 
made on the reasons stated by the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Hew- 
ITT], for the same reason will apply to all the foreign services. Jam not 
here to read lectures to nor to criticise gentlemen on the other side of the 
House. I have no right to do that in this matter, but I do want tosay 
a word to my own party friends here and in all kindness. These in- 
creasesin the cost and expenditures of the public service, however small 
they may appear to some of us, are hardly in accordance with the as- 
surances which brought us here, and we should have a care how we 
act on these appropriations. [Applause. ] 

Mr. HISCOCK. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, this item is vouched for in a peculiar way, and thereis 
no intention on this side of the House or on the part of any gentleman 
here to crowd up your bill, I will say to the gentleman from New York. 
The gentleman’s colleague from New York [Mr. HEWITT] says it is 
necessary. Everybody believes it to be necessary. Now, if there has 
got to be a sacrifice to economy do not select Mr. Cox. It will not de- 
stroy the Democratic party and it will not be subjected to the charges 
of extravagance because this peculiar item of $1,800 is inserted in this 
appropriation bill. I have great respect for the estimates of the De- 
partment, as high, doubtless, as the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
BLOUNT], but here comes my colleague from New York who practically 
says that unless you give this $1,800 there is no need of giving any- 
thing. For one, I am in favor of allowing our representative at this 
court to live in a respectable manner. I hope that this amendment or 
this provision will be held in the bill. 

Mr. BAYNE. Mr, Chairman, I rise more for the purpose of inquir- 
ing of the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs as to whether 
or not we make provision of this character for any other minister than 
to make any comments on the proposition. 

Mr. BELMONT. It is not necessary anywhere else than in Constan- 
tinople, and that is the reason for making it there. 

Mr. BAYNE. As I understand it, then it is an exceptional ease. 
We propose to supply a yacht to our minister plenipotentiary at Con- 
stantinople in order that he may make a favorable showing and a suc- 
cessful race on the Bosporus with the resident ministers of other coun- 
tries of the world. 

Mr. BELMONT. The gentleman from Pennsylvania misapprehends 
entirely the purpose of the appropriation. Surely the gentleman does 
not mean to create a wrong impression as to the actual facts. He must 
know that all of the representatives of other governments at Constan- 
tinople are compelled to cross the Bosporus in the discharge of their 
duties, because they live in another quarter, they live in the European 
quarter, and they must cross the water in something, and it has been 
customary to allow this steam-launch to be used by our minister for 
that purpose. 

Mr. STRUBLE. And the racing is simply incidental. 

Mr. BAYNE. Then this is a new departure, and I cordially approve 
the position taken by my friend from Illinois [Mr. Morrison]. I am 
disposed to think that if you begin to supply yachts and carriages and 
otherthings for our ministers abroad you will depart from a very correct 
principle.” Our best plan is, I think, to pay a salary, and we do pay a 
very large one in these cases, and let our ministers expend that in sup- 
plying theniselves with such things as they may need in the service. 

Mr. BELMONT. How would the gentleman enable them to pay 
the rent, for instance ? 

Mr. BAYNE. I do not understand the gentleman. 

Mr. BELMONT. What plan would yousuggest to enable them to pay 
their rent? Would you recognize the system which has been in opera- 
tion so long or reject it? 

Mr. BAYNE. Why, if we are in the habit of paying rent Ict us pay it. 

Mr. BELMONT. Well, we have been in the habit of paying for this 
particular steam-launch, which the gentleman will persist in calling a 

‘yacht.’”’ It is a means of conveyance absolutely necessary to the 
minister in the discharge of his official duties, as he is compelled to 
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live im the European quarter, where all the other legations are situated, 


Liintineetnda 
and is obliged to cross the Bosporus in erder te reach the officials of | thing = passed frem his mind. 


the Turkish Government. 

Mr. BAYNE. If we supply anything for our minister there I think 
we ought to supply a yacht. I do not believe in supplying an ordinary 
vessel or one that will not compare favorably with those supplied by 
other nations. I think the appropriation ought to be very much larger 
if we supply anything. 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. KING. I move te strike out the last word. 

In line with the remarks of the gentleman from Llineis [Mr. Mor- 
ISON | I send te the desk to be read a part of the speech made by our 
very worthy minister at Constantinople on this verysubject. It isdated 
Mareh 4, 1882. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On this floor, years and years ago, | have urged that the time would come 


when, by harnessing the forces of nature through steam an tel iin elaboeate 
be rid of most of this diplomacy. Ihave said it soe and 


speeches; I said it to ears who 
Sia badeemacemahioananiliadion made 


York {Mr. aes afterward, 


research an in the same direction. 
My isting friend i om Pennsylvania [Mr . oak = has honored 
our country at a pe 


the time 
would come of the eoutitihien, teem, amd fosberion at 
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now. Looking at the records of the h nt, I sec that this senti- 
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far as sueh improvement has been made, it is to be noted for our instruction. 
Treaties are negotiated at home offices, and 


ininisters, in — em — + at en and Berlin. Our recent fish- 
ing trow! eonesttied have ashington without ae of our 


ininister at St James. ieuaecaeaiene expenses at the 
how mueh is done now by the quick 


nce of ‘the cable 
by consolidating the various embassies under one head, through the Pecmare of the 
telegraph and eres, much more might be accomplished. this, sir, I 


have urged - soneede : eis 
Our committee, Shairman, ow in direction 
bill the thought of my friend from eon van (Se. Goris and my colleague 


by this 
from New York [Mr. : —— Vand of members 
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America. 
friend from ye SPrincer], but 
proposition, — that is to much criticism 
after advice by the Seeretary ote State and after 
comity and on 


. 000. 
Most of this we add to the efficiency of the consular service. Moreover wehave 
on the whole cut down from last year some $11,125. 

This bill is therefore ample for an our diplomatic and commercial work, and 


it is ample in so far as economy It takes from the 
minister to give? it to the useful consul. 


Mr. REED, of Maine. Mr. Chairman, I deprecate, I must be per- 
mitted to say, the reproduction of things as ancient as that in the con- 
sideration of an appropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that the debate on the 
pending amendment has been exhausted. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Then I move tostrike out the last two words. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will inform the gentleman that two 
pre forma amendments are already, 
be withdrawn another not now be in order. 

Mr. KING. I withdraw the amendment I offered. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I congratulate the House upon the attention 
which the chairman gives to the forms of debate. I was saying that I 
deprecate Guneapuetnationel matters as old as that in debate on this 
floor. Why, I have seen wave after wave of economy and reform go 
over the Democratic in the Shans Sabihdnenaclieatiinhaenen 
it is not intended to last but a year. I remember that famous debate 
from which the quotationis read. My friend the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. ana een 
American flag to-day, participated in it. 

Mr. HEWITT. Pian te gentleman’s pardon. I did not open my 
mouth in that debate. The gentleman is a little off his feet there. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. It was the one that. 

Mr. HEWITT. I have had several debates the gentleman. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Shaveosheatiaeainananatiaeies 
His propesition was di on wheels. His idea was we should 
have one should travel from one end of Europe to the 
other, and with that easy facility which he himself ever possesses for 
acquiring all serts of information and misinformation should get thor- 
oughly acquainted with the habits of the people of different countries 
on ‘ flying trip, and do business with them all at one salary. [Laugh- 
ter, 


That was a charming debate; ~euteuenhanee haere Itmeant 


simply the Democracy was ancugeenianand tog 
method of manifesting it. ches I her have pene for the 


last eight years when Pleat ow into power have not been 
put to the slightest practical use. 

I can remember when my friend from New York [Mr. Hewrrr} was 
convulsing this country on the subject of free raw material. He never 
rose .in his place, his mouth never opened without free raw material 





gi 
, and unless an amendment their 


[Laughter.} But he has forgotten it all. The whole 
New his particular point is tarif 
taxation. Why, sir, the other day he told us that the people of this 
country were redueed to such terrible straits by taxation that the limit 
had actually been reached, and that the good anarchists of this country 
could net stand it any longer; and yet for the honor of making the 
American flag stream ahead in that procession of representatives of the 


| effete monarchies of the Old World he proposes to put on a people 
| already burdened beyond the verge of human endurance what in my 


country is a large sym of money—the sum of $800. [ Laughter. | 

Well, now, Mr. Chairman, do not let your mind be troubled by this 
thing; it will pass away like all the rest. Tariff taxation, free raw 
material, letters to Jay Gould in favor of protection, they all take their 
regular conrse like the old jingle, ‘‘ soldiers, sailors, tinkers, tailors.’ 
Itis the old song. That is what we have heard right along. 
And what the gentleman. from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] called the at- 
tention of the Democracy to was not, us the gentleman from Georgia 
supposed, by way of reproach. It was not for the purpose of remind- 
ing them of their old fame as economists. It was only to remind the 
Democratic party that they really never meant anything by it; and 
they all know it. [Laughter. | 

I shall take oecasion some day in some other debate to peint out the 
flattering compliment which the Democratic party pay to us inadmin- 
istration as it does in every phase of Iraman belief by following us. 
Why they do it now, when they have control of theGovernment, just as 
_ used to do it on the stump, only they were always a year or two 

te. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BELMONT. I wish I could accept the amendment which the 
gentleman from Illinois has sugested. But it seems to me that Mr. 
Cox having se long ‘served on the Demoeratic side-of this House i< 
surely entitled to this amount ef consideration so far as his opinion 
goes; his opinion is that the service of this steam-launch absolutely re- 
quires that amount of money, and it surely is not in me to refuse him 
that request. 

This question of the usefulness of the diplomatic service is a very old 
one, and I know no better statement of it than that which was made 
in a report of the Secretary of State to President Jackson. Surely tha: 
is going far enough back in the past. Yet nothing has been said which 
ms | mane ibaniy tong defines the usefulness of the diplomatic service or 
tends so well to correct the misapprehension which seems to exist at 
times in every national legislature. 

In the extract which has been read from Mr. Cox’s speech there is 
reference to some action in England, and after what our own 
Seeretary of State said in 1833, I will ask the House to listen to what 
was said in Parliament on the same subject. 

In 1833, Edward Livingston, then Secretary of State, im a report 
made to President Andrew Jackson, and found in House Exceutive 
Decument No. 94, second session Twenty-second Congress, said: 

Ministers are as favorities, Sees feign 
travel at the expense of oem their places as ee agreed 
abroad as a continued luxurious oneness Their exertions, their 

their laborions intercourse with the governments to whic! 


on other, are upknown at as merit o! 
lence is hid in ‘the : archives of the ea and rarely sees 


pe ee eens geet be Sens tn ie Sag 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of tie gentleman < 4> 

Mr. BLOUNT was recognized and y. his time to BELMON! 

Mr. BELMONT. Mr. uysen sent a report to this House 
from which I think I may as read an extract. He says: 
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But whatever prejudice there might be against this service, we entered | from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] why he does not give force and form tohis 


at the Congress of Vienna in 1815 and three years later at Aix la 
Chapelle into agreements by which certain rules of international inter- 
course between nations was established. And the greatest writer on | 
international law, Mr. Wheaton, himself an American, says that— 

International assent to the system for a long iod of time has given to the 
customs the force of an obligation upon all civilized powers. 

In regard to the suggestion which was contained in the speech read 
at the request of the gentleman from Louisiana, I think it is only just 
to say on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs that the subject 
of the consolidation of these missions was carefully considered. A plan 
was formulated and presented to the Department of State. The lepart- 
ment of State made a very careful examination into the expediency ot | 
sach an arrangement, and, although no formal action was taken ly the | 
committee on the subject, it became very clear it was impracticable «at 
this time to recommend any ions. Moreover, a change in ex- | 
isting law would be necessary and could not take place on this bill. 

Mr. KING. If the gentleman from New York will allow me, I wish | 
to state that in asking to have that speech read I did.se for the purpose | 
of saying that I believe if Mr. Cox were here he would vote for the pro- 


posed amendment as iiaibeeam asthe, of economy. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. i as the subject of the necessity for | 
the diplomatic service has been brought somewhat into view in this 
debate I desire to say a word upon that rather than upon this partie- 
ular amendment. The diplomatic service at one age of the world was 
necessary. When the world was ruled by monarchs, and when there 
were but few liberal legislative bodies in existence, it was deemed nec- 

to have ministers resident at every foreign court for the purpose 
of bribing, officers of state and acting as spies upon the governments to | 
whieh a That isnot a very flattering no- 
tion of the use of mi plenipotentiary in former ages but it is the 
use that history says they were put to at that time. That was at a) 
period when there were no telegraphs, when there were no railroads, | 
when there were no newspapers of the kind we have at the present day, | 
when there was little intercommunication between nations, when the | 
secrets of state were very carefully kept and when each state was 
watching all the others for the purpose of getting some advantage or 
some opportunity for i t. How different all is now! 

The world has the whole diplomatic system and the neces- 
sity for it. We now have rapid intercommunication by steam naviga- 
tion; we have intercommunication by the still more rapid mode of 
railway transportation, at least as between governments on the same 
continent; we have telegraphic communication which brings to the capi- 
tal of every civilized nation the action of the various governments, so 
far as it has heen made public, in every other capital of a civilized 
country throughout the world. We know the news from all parts of 
the world that is material to be known the day after it transpires. 

If the deat mapa eommercial intercourse, the active, vigi- 
lant, of the country are the men who acquire and 
avail themselves of all the information that is necessary to the success- 

prosecution of mercantile pursuits. They never go to the State De- 
partment to get mercantile information. If we desire to promote 
friendly relations with other nations we live in an age of the world 
when we have but to be just. No nation now will undertake to use its 
foreign ministers as instruments to extract the secrets of other cabinets. . 
That is not what they are expected todo. [ remember that a few years 
ago there were read upon this floor some dispatches from our minister 
in Persia, I believe it was—— 

Mr. HOLMAN. ° And from Greece also. 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes. In that correspondence there were very inter- 
esting accounts of balls and receptions, but nothing was found in it re- 
ferring to the political relations of that country with this or with the 
other commercial nations. At the nt day some of our ministers 
may chance to deal occasionally with a political question, but they are 

eles be oecupied with questions of etiquette and of precedent. 
trath is, they have simply become an expensive ornament unsuited 
civilization, the progress, and the intelligence of our age, and we 
would be just as well off without them; we would save what they now 
cost us, and at the same time avoid what has been referred to here, the 
2 ministers at foreign courts who have not as great 
salaries or as outfits as are furnished to their ministers by the 








E 


eis 


Old 
Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a parliamentar} inquiry. I | 


wish to know whether it be in order to move to limit debate on 


and aquarter. - [Laughter.] If so, I 


question was takenon the amendment offered by Mr. Moxnison 
uw “ eight hundred;’’ and there were— 


noes 87. 
was not agreed to. 
Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Chairman, I believe there is no quorum pres- 


my Republican friends i i d my Dem- 
are at the races, I will noteall for a quorum. [Laugh 


ent, 
iit. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I wish to inquire of the gentleman 
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ideas with reference to the diplomatic service by introducing a bill on 
the subject ? 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I have net attempted to do so be- 
eause I am not a member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and also 
because I am engaged in other duties which oecupy my whole time, but 


| I have hoped, year after year, to see some action taken toward abelish- 


ing the diplomatic service. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Mr. Chairman, in saying that these waves 
ef *‘economy ”’ that pass over the Democracy are transient, [ am bound 
to admit that with the gentleman from Texas they are permanent 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman——- 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no question pending before the com- 
niittee. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I move to svrike out the last word, 
and yield my time to the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, in the course of my life I have wit- 
nessed the broad face of the fall moen on a bright evening and the 
placid joyousness which the observation of it was calculated to produce; 
I have witnessed the brilliancy of the setting sun and the expression 
of pleasure and of self-satisfaction produced by observing it; but I have 
rarely seen anything that indicated so much self-satisfaction and com- 
placeney as the gentleman from Maine seems to derive from the jests 
whieh he gets off here from time totime. [Applause on the Demo- 
eratic side. | 4 

The Clerk read as follows: 

SCHEDULE Lb. 
Salaries, consular service (class 1): 

Consuls-general at London, Paris, Havana,and Rio de Janeiro, at 36,000 each 
$24,000, 

Mr. CANNON. I move to amend by striking out line 144, ‘‘sala- 
ries, consular service (class 1),’’ and inserting in lieu thereef *‘sala- 


| ries, consuls-general.”’ 


Mr. HOLMAN. If that amendment is subject to a point of order, I 
wish to reserve the point. 

Mr-CANNON. I call the attention of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. BeLMont] to the fact that if this heading is intended to 
conform to the current law it is misleading. The amendment which 
I have offered will make it conform to that law. 

Mr. BELMONT. The gentleman will observe that this isa classiti- 
cation of officers of the consular service; that there are im this class a 
number of consuls-general and two consuls, one at Liverpool and the 
other at Hong Kong, the one at $6,000 and the otherat $5,000. These 
consuls belongin this class, and therefore the heading simply deseribes 
the class—‘‘ salaries, consular service (class 1).’’ I do not see any 
necessity for the gentleman’s amendment; in fact, I think the change 
might be somewhat misleading, from the fact that there are ineluded 
in this elass two consuls, one at $6,000, the other at $5,000. 

Mr. CANNON. But my friend will observe that this part of the bill 
provides for consuls-general 

Mr. BELMONT. And two consuls. 

Mr. CANNON. And these consuls-general are not consuls of class 1 
The bill in this heading departs from the current law. 

Mr. BELMONT. I do not object to the amendment. 

Mr. CANNON. I suspect that the gentleman from New York in- 
tended to make this appropriation bill correspond perhaps to seme 
change in the classification hereafter to be made—possibly embraced in 
legislation to be reported by his committee. But I do not, believe it is 
a very good idea to depart from the usual form. 

Mr. BELMONT. There is no change attempted in this bill. The 
classification here is according to the old plan; that is to say, according 
to salaries. The elassification recommended by the committee in the 
other bill is on an entirely different basis. 

Mr. CANNON. Very well; then my amendment is proper if the gen- 
tleman wants to conform to the existing classification. 

Mr. BELMONT. Iam perfectly willing to accept the gentleman’s 
suggestion, but again call his attention to the fact that there are two 
consuls included among these consuls-general. 

Mr. CANNON. But they are not consuls-general. 

Mr. BELMONT. They are consuls. 

Mr. CANNON. When we reach the proper place they onght to be 
transposed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have not been able to understand the remarks of 
the gentleman from New York [| Mr. BeLMontT] as to this rearrange- 
ment. I do not understand the motive for it. 

Mr. BELMONT. Schedule B, “‘ Salaries consular service (class 1),’’ 
ineludes all the .consuls-general and two consuls—one at Liverpool at 
$6,000, and the other at Hong-Kong at $5,000. Class 2 ineludes con- 
suls at $3,500 and $3,000. 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘Then inSchedule B there is no change in the num- 
ber of officers or im salaries; it is simply a rearrangement—nothing 
more? 9 

Mr. BELMONT. Nothing more. 

The amendment of Mr. CANNON was agreed to. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


Consul-general at nes, $2,000. 
Consul at Liverpool, % 
Consul at Hong-K on <x 000. 

Consul at Antwerp, "500. 

Mr. BELMONT. In the line last read there is a clerical error. I 
move to strike out the line ‘‘ consul at Antwerp, $2,500,” and abel 
move its insertion later on. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the amendment sug- 
gested by the gentleman from New York will be agreed to. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. CANNON, I think the clerk, in making up this bill, has fallen 
into a mistake. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


On 8, strike out lines 162, 165, and 166; preceding line 163 insert “ salaries, 
consular serv ice,” and preceding line 167 insert.“ class 2 

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman from New York will allow me to 
suggest that if the lines which I propose to strike out be transposed to 
line 203 they will then come under the proper class. 

Mr. BELMONT. I was about topropose that line 165 be struck out; 
and further on I shall move to insert it in the proper class 

Mr.CANNON. My amendment will put these consuls in the proper 
class. 

Mr. BELMONT. It seems tome the gentleman’s amendment would 
transfer to class 2 the consul at Liverpool and the consul at Hong-Kong, 


both of them noybelonging to class 1. I think the gentleman will see 
that. 


Mr. CANNON. 
ment again. 

The amendment of Mr. CANNON was again read. 

Mr. BELMONT. Under the operation of that amendment where 
would the consulates at i and Hong-Kong be? 


Mr. CANNON. They would appear immediately after that. 
Mr. BELMONT. 


I think not. I ask the Clerk to read the amend- 


If that is the arrangement it would be perfectly 


proper. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objection, and the amend- 
ment is adopted. . 

Mr. KING. In the rapid reading by the Clerk I did not notice when 


he reached St: Petersburg. I ask by unanimous consent to offer an 
amendment the effect of which will be to curtail expenses. I do not 
think any one will object. 

Mr. BELMONT. It seems to me that we had better proceed in reg- 
ular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
mous consent. 

Mr. KING. I ask unanimous consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 

Mr. COX. We would like to know what the amendment is. 

Mr. KING. I send the amendment up to be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That at the city of St. Ftoniee Russia, the offices of consul-general and 


secretary of legation shall be conso idated, one person filling both offices, and 
shall receive $4,000 per annum. 


Mr. BELMONT. That would bea change of existing law, and of 
course could not be entertained. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New York object? 
Mr. BELMONT. I will have to object. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Consul at Ningpo, China, $3,000. 


Mr. CANNON. I move to amend by striking out what has been 
read and inserting it exactly as it is after line 178. The object of the 
amendment is to put that consulate at Ningpo, China, under the head- 
ing of class 3, where it properly belongs. 

Mr. BELMONT. That is correct. The salary of $3,000 shows it 
Las been included here by mistake, and should be under the heading 
of class 3. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Salaries, consular service (class 3). 


Mr. CANNON. I move to strike that out and insert ‘‘ class 3."’ 
Mr. BELMONT. That seems to be immaterial, and I will not ob- 
ject to it. 


We can only return to the paragraph by unani- 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Great Britain and British dominions: Consuls at Manchester, G aay Brad- 
ford, Belfast, Demerara, Ottawa, and Singapore, at $3,000 each, ‘ply 

Mr. HOLMAN. What is the object of this ? The salary 
of these consulates is fixed by the class to which and as 


they belong to class 3, the salary is fixed Sains at eer @ year. 
What necessity is there for the repetition of 

Mr. BELMONT. It not only avoids Sopdeanis ore to i mind 
makes =~ meme of the bill an siiiaiiiie 

Mr. HO The consulates were arranged and 
the salary of each class was fixed. In the bill heretofore they were re- 
ferred to as class 2, 3, and 4; that, it seems to mre, avoided confusion. 












eee see 


In addition to the class this bill also names the salary. I admit the 
only difference is by ition to swell the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Salaries, consular service (class 4). 

Mr. CANNON. I move to strike ont ‘‘salaries, consular service 
(class 4)”’ and insert ‘‘ class 4.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Belgium: Consul at Brussels, $2,500. 


Mr. BELMONT. Line 165, ‘‘ Consulate at Antwerp, $2,500,” wa 
stricken out, and I now move to insert after ‘‘ Brussels’’ ‘‘ and Ant- 
werp;’’ so it will read: ‘‘ Belgium: Consuls at Brussels and Antwerp, 

500 each.’? This is merely a transfer. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I express my regret again that the gentleman from 
ae York, chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, has deemed 

t necessary to make a change by repeating the salaries of these foreign 
poate nstead of avoiding, in my judgment it creates confusion and 
uncertainty as to the grouping of these consuls. 

Mr. BELMONT. The Committee on Foreign Affairs has unanimously 
reported to this House and will ask for the consideration of a bill chang- 
ing the basis of this classification. It will be found, I think, to be a 
great improvement on the old system. 

Mr. HOLMAN. How can it be an improvement? 

Mr. BELMONT. When the House comesto consider the bill the gen- 
tleman himself I think will admit it. We are trying to carry out as 
far as possible the old classification in this appropriation bill, but when 
the House comes to consider the bill for the reorganization of the con- 
sular service it will be found the classification recommended is much 
better in every way than the old system. e 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly; and the policy has been, through all these 
years since this present classification S been in existence, from time 
to time to change the arrangement of consuls and regulate them in ac- 
cordance with the importance of the consulate they fill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Salaries, consular service (class 5). 

Mr. CANNON. I offer the same amendment in reference to that 
To strike out the words ‘salaries, consular service,’’ so that it will 
stand ‘class 5.’’ 

Mr. BELMONT. There is no objection to that. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Mexico: Consul at Acapulco, $2,000. 


Mr. CANNON. I move to amend by striking out that line—— 
Mr. BELMONT. The hour of 5 o’clock has about arrived, and I ask 
unanimous consent that the House go on with the consideration of the 


bill, as I think we can complete it within a short time. [Cries of 


‘*No!” * No!??] 

Mr. DUNHAM. Regular order ! 

Mr. HAMMOND. I rise to a questien of order. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The hour of 5 o’clock having orrived, the com- 
mittee will rise and report to the House. 

The committee anneenany 20m and Mr. Crisp having taken the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore, M e: Hazon reported that the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union having had under con- 
sideration the consular and diplomatic suemepcenee bill had come to 
no resolution thereon. 

And then (the hour of 5 o'clock having arrived) the Houseadjourned 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the ruie, and referred as follows: 
By Mr. BARBOUR: Petition of 8. I. G. one executrix, praying 
that war claim of John Scott, deceased, late of Cul ree County, Vir- 
ia, be referred to the Court of Claims—to the mittee on War 


Also, petition of French Dodd that his claim for compensation ‘or 
damages incurred during the war may be ‘referred to the Court o! 
Claims—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BOUND: Petition of citizens of Millersburg, Pa., for the 
passage of a law for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Com- 
mittee on W , and Measures, 

By Mr. BU. GH: ‘Petition of citizens of Troy, N. Y., praying for 
a law to redeem the trade-dollar—to the same committee. 

Also, joint resolution of the ture of New York, urging the 
passage of a bill for the relief of Jonathan D. Stevenson—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. ; 
By Mr. CAINE: Petition of 1,535 citizens of Juab County, and 0! 
919 citizens of Box Elder County, Utah ton which earnestly protesting 
hich will deprive them ©: 


disfranchising them 
th on acount of thei rigow , as proposed by 
the party of said P rong: ganar of any 
law which would abolish the Utah create for the 
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government of the Territory a legislative commission—to the Commit- 
tee on the Territories. 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: Papers relating to the claim of Mary A. E. 
Harris, of Warren County, Mississippi—to the Committee on War 


Claims. : 

By Mr. CRAIN: Petition of Thomas Carson, mayor of Brownsville, 
Wex., and others, citizens of Cameron County, praying for the re-estab- 
lishment of the National Board of Health—to the Committee on Com- 


merce. ; 

By Mr. DUNHAM: Petition of Chicago Live Stock Exchange, against 
House bill 8328 to tax butterine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. ELY: Petition of Lucius W. Daniels and 35 others, in favor 
of legislation to control the manufacture of imitation butter—to the 
same committee. : 7 

By Mr, ERMENTROUT: Memorial of the Live Stock Exchange, of 
Chicago, Ill., protesting against taxing oleomargarine—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. — 

By Mr. EVERHART: Petition of merchants, manufacturers, and 
other citizens of the United States, asking for an appropriation to com- 
pensate American steamships for carrying the United States mails—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of citizens of West Chester, Pa., praying for appropria- 
tion to enable the National Board of Health to take measures for the 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. FORNEY: Petition of James Hawkins; of John B. Taylor, 
heir at law of John E. Taylor; of Andrew Wells; of Isaac Chadwick; 
of E. T. Davenport, heir at law of Joseph Davenport; of C. C. Daven- 
port, and others, heirs of Orville J. Davenport; of James M. Dillard 
and of James M. Dillard, jr., asking that their war claims be referred 
to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Mr. GROUT: Affidavit in support of House bill 4396, granting a 
pension to Harriet Harrington—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of A. E. Eldridge and 33 others, citizens of Waitsfield, 

, for a tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. HEPBURN: Petition of 8. S. Morrow and others, citizens of 
yer, Iowa, asking that William Thurston be granted a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: Petition of George T. Powell and 17 others, of 
Ghent; of Ransom Dodge and 21 others, of Buckman; and of Darius 
Weed and 58 others, of Copake, N. Y., asking for the passage of the 
bill to regulate sale of all imitations of butter, &c.—to the Committee 
on Agriculture. ‘ 

By Mr. LORE: Petition of Delaware Clark and 41 others, and of John 
J. and 259 citizens of Delaware, for the suppression of the 
manufacture and sale of oleomargarine and other imitations of butter— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. MORRISON: Petition of the Chicago Live Stock Exchange, 
against butterine—to same committee. 

By Mr. 0” : Petition of Mary L. Nulton, executrix of 
James Bowlen, of Clark County; of J. M. Silver, of Frederick County, 
and of C. C. Shumaker, executrix of Peter Zettee, deceased, praying that 
their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

Mr. PAYNE: Petition of William F. Filkins and others, in favor 
of Lg yw the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. T. B. : Petition of Simon E. Foss and others, for re- 
lief of Elizabeth Wild—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, of John E. Hobbs and others, of North Berwick, and 
of J. E. and others, of Naples, Me., in favor of the oleomarga- 

By Mr. RIGGS: Resolutions of the Chicago Live Stock Exchange, 

bills to tax i to the same committee. 
SENEY: M of A. G. Jennings & Son, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., asking for an increase of duties on lace and lace goods—to the 


Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STAHLNECKER: Petition of A. G. Jennings & Son, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., for an increase of duty on lace goods and lace—to the 
same committee, 


— resolution of the New York State Legislature, in favor of Col. 
J.D. the Committee on Claims. 


petition of Robert P. Getz and others, of Yonkers, N. Y., for 

the nientien of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, 

Weights, and Measures. 

an a vf ee een We. 149, Patrons of Husbandry, 
Pennsylvania, passage of a law to suppress the manufacture 

and sale of all imitations ~ dairy products—to the Committee on Ag- 


Also, petition of same, against putting wool, hides, jute, tobacco, 
Tice, raw sugars, &c., on the free-list—to the Committee on Ways and 


Also, memorial of the Live-Stock Exchange of Chicago, Ill., against 
the of any law the miapebbetues penne ot of hiner. 
on ture 


or the Committee on Agriculture. 
By Mr. ee Petition of Jesse P. Nelson, for relief—to the 
‘By Mr. : Petition of Nicholas H. Van Zandtz, for a »en- 
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sion for permanent disability in the naval service—to the Committee 
on Pensions. 


By Mr. VOORHEES: Joint memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 


and the Board of Trade of Seattle, Wash., protesting againgt the. de- 
crease of duties on coal and lumber imported into the United States— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


By Mr. WAIT: Petition of Charles A. Williams and others, of Salem, 


Conn., for the enactment of a law requiring that all imitations of butter 
be sold by their true names—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


By Mr. WILSON: Petition of Amos Morrison, of Berkeley County, 


West Virginia, asking that his war claim be referred to the Court of 
Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 


The following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 


manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per pound, 
and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save the dairy 
interests from ruin and protect consv:uersof butter from fraud and im- 
position, were presented, and severally referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture: 


By Mr. J. A. ANDERSON: Of 22 citizens of Delphos; of 27 citizens 


of Minneapolis; of 30 citizens of Clyde; and of 40 citizens of Minneap- 
olis, Kans. 


By Mr. ELY: Of citizens of Northboroouh, Mass. 
By Mr. FULLER: Of citizens of Strawberry Point, of Waukon, of 


Nashua, of Wadena, and of Rockford, Iowa. 


By Mr. FUNSTON: Of William Cunningham and others, of Hum- 


boldt, Kans. 


By Mr. HALL: Of citizens of Washington, of Madison and Den- 


mark, of Tallyrand, and of Burlington, Iowa. 


By Mr. HANBACK: Of citizens of Jewell, of Paris, and of Beloit, 


Kans. 


By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Of citizens of Lamont, of Shell Rock, 


of Manchester, of Independence, of Gowrie, of Volga, of Almoral, of 
Mechanicsville, of Bristow, of Waverly, of Plainfield, and of Lamont, 
Towa. 


By Mr. HEPBURN: Of citizens of Pella and of Dana, Iowa. 
By Mr. HIRES: Of Glenwood, of Dickertown, of Hartford, of Med- 


ford Grange, of Tom’s River, of Beaver River, of Frankfort, and of other 
towns of New Jersey. 


By Mr. HOLMES: Of J. D. K. Smith and 97 others, citizens of Iowa. 
By Mr. LYMAN: Of Peter Olsen and 43 others, citizens of Iowa. 
By Mr. MURPHY: Of citizens of Spring Brook, of Amber, of Bald- 


win, of Elwood, and of Sand Springs, Iowa. 


By Mr. OSBORNE: Ofcitizens ot Yardley, of Worcester, of Hosensack, 


of Windsor Castle, of Woodcock, of Darling, of Afton, of Flavin, of Co- 
lumbus, of Union City, of Wayne, of Six Mile Run, of Corry, of Almont, 
of West Chester, of Corydon, of Solebury, of Limerick, of Obelisk, of 


Font, of Perth Amboy, and of Bainbridge, Pa. 
By Mr. PETERS: Of 22 farmers of Reno County, Kansas. 
By Mr. E. F. STONE: Of citizens of Salisbury, of West Newbury, 


of Peabody, and of Middleton, Mass. 


By Mr. STRUBLE: Of J. T. Norton and 70 others, citizens of Iowa. 

By Mr. J. B. WEAVER: Of citizens of Clifton, of Marion County, 
and of Greeley, Iowa. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of a law 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. R. 8. GREEN: Of citizens of Union County, New Jersey. 

By Mr. RIGGS: Of citizens of Pike, Scott, Cass, and Adams Coun- 
ties, Illinois. 

By Mr. ROGERS: Of citizens of Pulaski County, Arkansas. 

By Mr. SPOONER: Of citizens of Newport County, Rhode Island. 

By Mr. J. M. TAYLOR: Of citizens of Carroll County, Tennessee. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, May 13, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BuTLER, D. D. 
The Jourral of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. 2851) to provide for ascertaining and settling private 
land claims in the Territories of New Mexico and Arizona and the State 
of Colorado was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Private Lang Claims. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a letter from the 
Supervising Architect of that Department favoring an appropriation of 
$100,000 for the continuation of work on the public building at Roches- 














ter, N. Y.; which, with the accompanying papers, was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Attorney- 
General, transmitting additional information in response to a resolution 
of March 26, 1886, relative to money due the commissioners appointed 
to examine and report on the damages against the Government occa- 
sioned by the erection of dams on the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, in the 
State of Wisconsin; which was referred to the Committee on Appropri- 
a‘ions, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMISSIONER OF LABOR. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, incompliance with 
Senate resolution of April 6, 1886, the first annual report of the Com- 
missioner of Labor; which was read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The communication will be referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Onght it not to be referred to the Committee on 
Printing? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report is presented in the form 
of a printed document, and therefore the order to print will not be made 
except upon the recommendation of the committee to which it is re- 
ferred. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Very well. 


AQUEDUCT BRIDGE. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a letter from 


the Secretary of War, transmitting a letter of the 8th instant from the | and 


Chief of Engineers, and a copy of a report of the 4th instant from 8. T. 
Abert, civil engineer, United States agent, in response to Senate reso- 
lution of the 25th of February last, ing the of War to 
cause to be made a careful examination of the Aqueduct Bridge at 
Georgetown and report its present condition, y as to its safety 
for ordinary travel when the aqueduct is filled with water; which was 
eer oe aaa 9 te: the District of Columbia, and ordered to 
»e printed. 
VISIT TO MARYLAND BATTLEFIELDS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
communication; which was read, and ordered to lie on the table: 
ForTy-NIntH CONGRESS, 
CoMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS, 


oy REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., May 11, 1836. 


Sin: It has been found necessary to porteeee the visit of the First Army 
Corps Association to the battlefields of South Mountain and from 
May 14 and Si, Snstnat, to Bag 27 onS 06, lnaens, ont on See oF Cie seeeeaeen 
I have the honor to extend invitation heretofore given you and the mem- 
bers of the honorable body over which you preside to the last-named days in- 
stead of a and +" : : 
1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, ” 
. EDW’D 8. BRAGG, 

Chairman Committee. 
Hon. Jom~x SHERMAN, 

President United States Senate. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a petition of the American 
Agricultural and Dairy Association and 786 farmers, praying for the 
passage of House bill 8328, imposing a tax of 10 cents per pound on, 
and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation 
oleomargarine; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry. 

He also presented a petition of 12 citizens of Zanesville, Ohio, pray- 
ing for the enactment of a law for the redemption of the trade-dollar; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MORRILL. I present a petition of citizens of Rutland, Vt., in 
relation to imitation butter, not asking that its manufacture be pro- 
hibited, but demanding that it shall be sold under its true name, I 
move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAWLEY presented the petition of H. D. Tinkerand 104 other 
citizens of Suffield, Conn.; the petition of Curtis H. Case and 32 other 
citizens of Bloomfield, Conn.; the petition of James B. Olcott and 25 
other citizens of Manchester, Conn.; the petition of Roswell Flower 
and 32 other citizens of Bolton, Conn., and the petition of B.C. Hatch 
and 32 other citizens of New Milford, Conn., for legislation 
regulating the sale of imitations of butter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. INGALLS presented petitions of 567 farmers of Kansas, pray- 
ing for the passage of House bill 8328, defining butter, and also impos- 
ing a tax of 10 cents per and regulating the manufacture, sale, 
importation, and ex of oleomargarine; which were referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. CAMERON presented =. of 2,181 farmers of Pennsylvania, 
praying for the passage of House bill No. 8328, im: a tax of 10 
cents a pound and regulating the manufacture, sale, 
exportation of oleomargarine; which 
on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a petition of farmers of Chester County, Pennsyl- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





May 13, 


vania, praying that a tax of 10 cents a pound be imposed on imitations 
of butter; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present an additional statement of Clara |; 
Davidson, widow of General John W. Davidson, deceased, who is an 
applicant foran increase of pension, for consideration in connection wit), 
the bill which has been introduced for herrelief. I move the reference 
of the paper to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present a petition of dairymen and butter- 
makers of Flag Springs, Mo., praying for the adoption of the bill of the 
American Agricultural and Dairy Association, introduced by Hon. 
WARNER MILLER, of New York, in the Senate, and by Hon. W. |. 
Scorr, of Pennsylvania, in the House of Representatives, placing the 
manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control o: 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue of the United States and im- 
posing a tax of 10 cents per pound. I move the reference of the peti- 
tion to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present a letter addressed to me, intended a; 
a memorial, from the Armour Packing Company of Kansas City, Mo., 
engaged in the manufacture of oleomargarine, butter, and other sucii 
articles, remonstrating against the passage of a law imposing a tax o: 
10 cents a pound or any internal-revenue tax upon these manufacture: 
articles, and giving reasons why such a law should not bé enacted. | 
ask that it be received and referred to the Committee on Agriculture 


Forestry. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The paper will be received and so 
referred, if there be no objection. 

Mr. CALL presented a petition of 71 citizens of Cedar Keys, Fla, 
a petition of 43 citizens of Parish, Fla.; a petition of 148 citizens 0! 
Gainesville, Fla., and a petition of 35 citizens of Sarasota, Fla., pray- 
ing for an extension of time for the completion of the road of th 
Florida Railway and Navigation Company; which were referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MILLER ited a petition of 3,000 farmers residing in dif- 
ferent parts of the State of New York, praying the passage of Senate 
bill 1837 defining butter, and imposing a tax of 10 cents per pound an 
regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleo- 
margarine; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 


He also presented a petition of the Farmers’ Club of Hanover, N. Y., 
praying for the passage of the bill taxing all imitations of butter at 1( 
cents per pound; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
and Ferestry. 

Mr. MILLER. I present a petition of the Northern New York An- 
nual Conference of the M i i Church, composed of 2? 
ministers and representing 25,000 church members. The petition re- 
cites some of the outrages which have been perpetrated upon the Chi- 
nese in Wyoming Territory and elsewhere in the West, and closes with 


this prayer: 
We therefore ion your honorable body to enact without delay such meas- 
ie the officers of the law to suppress all efforts to persecute and 
drive out the Chinese, and secure to them, w er they may be in our wide 
domain, the same protection afforded to all other persons in “life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.” And for this your petitioners will every pray. 


This petition is properly certified to and signed by the secretary of 
the It is substantially the same that was sent some time 
ago from the New York conference. I shall not read it further nor ask 
to have it spread upon the record. I move that the petition be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. BOWEN. I memorials of citizens of the United Statcs 
resident in La Plata and San Juan Counties, in the State of Colorado, 
i inst the location of the Southern Ute Indians in the 


I will state in this connection that the Committee on Indian A ffairs 
have already reported the bill te the Senate with an amendment whic! 
Office of the Interior Department which 
to meet the views of these citizens. The amendment is one 
I have already offered and I think will meet the case, but | 
t it best to present the memorials. The bill with the amend- 
understand conforms to the views of the memorialists, ani 


TRERIDEST po tompre, The 
protempore. ‘The memorials will lie on the table. 


. SEWELL presented fourteen petitions of 479 farmers of New 
J , praying for the passage of House bill 8328 imposing a tax of |’ 

per pound and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, an‘ 
exportation of oleomargarine; which were referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a petition of bankers, merchants, and business 110! 
of New Jersey, praying for the redemption of the trade-dollar; 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MANDERSON presented a petition of 103 farmers of Nebraska, 
praying for the imposition of a tax of 10 cents per pound upon oleo- 
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margarine; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 
Mr. SPOONER presented a memorial of E. B. Wolcott Post, No. 1, 
t of Wisconsin, Grand Army of the Republic, in favor of the 
recommendations of the pension committee of the Grand Army of the 
Republic in regard to pensions; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. s 
Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I present sixty petitions signed by 1,997 farm- 
ers of the State of Iowa, praying for the passage of Senate bill 1837, 
imposing a tax of 10 cents per pound on and regulating the manufact- 
ure, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine. I move that 
the petitions be referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 
Mr. CULLOM. I present numerous petitions from farmers in differ- 
ent sections of the State of Illinois in the following language: 
undersigned dairymen and butter-makers respectfully petition y on- 
ccithn tale bt tha adeation of the Ui of te Amecionn Agsisetiurel 20d Dairy 
Association, in by Hon. WARNER Miter, of New York, in the Senate, 
and by Hon. W. L.Scorr, of et in the House of Rep: tatives, plac- 


ing the manufacture and sale imitations of butter under The control of the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue of the United States; and taxing it 10 cents 


per pound, &c. 

These petitions are signed by numerous farmers of different parts of 
the State of Illinois. I move their reference to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture and Forestry. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr, CULLOM presented a resolution adopted by the Chicago (Ill. ) 
Live Stock remonstrating against the passage of any law pro- 
hibiting or taxing the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine, <c. ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also re eee Sematy E., ath 2 po 
tition of ls and 39 citizens of Will and Kankakee 
Counties, Illinois, praying for the imposition of a tax of 10 cents a 
ange ar butter; which were referred to the Committee 


on Agriculture . 

Mr. CONGER presented a petition of Knights of Labor of Columbia- 
ville, Mich., praying for the enactment of a law prohibiting the em- 
pues of persons under twenty-one years of age more than eight 
—_ a day; which was referred to the Committee on Education and 

r. 

Mr. CONGER. I present a large number of petitions from different 
parts of the Stateof Michigan, praying for the passage of a bill in regard 
to the sale of oleomargarine or butter substitutes. I move that the 
petitions be referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Me PLATT. I es 

r. b present a petition numerously signed by business 
men and firms of Meriden, Conn., praying for the redemption of the 
trade-dollar. I move the reference of the petition to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr, LOGAN presented a petition of wholesale grocers of Chicago, 
wed rg for the abrogation of the Hawaiian treaty; which was re- 
fe to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of veterans of Southwestern Minnesota, 
ees arms for their encampment; which was referred 
to the ittee on Military Affairs. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HOAR. I ask unanimons consent that the reference of the bill 
(S. 1967) to refer the claim of Clinton G. Colgate, of the city of New 
York, to the Court of Claims, being a claim for the use of his patent, 
be changed from the Committee on Claims to the Committee on Patents. 
This is not technically the report of the committee, but I take the re- 
sponsibility as a member of the Committee on Claims of making that 


PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the Commit- 
tee on Claims will be discharged from the further consideration of the 
and it will be referred jg the Committee on Patents. The Chair 


none. 

HOAR. I make a similar request in regard to the bill (S. 1954 
for the relief of Eli Ayres, that it Seen eee see teetotiaenes 
Claims and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. It isa claim 


“ie BAER ECT pe 
4 pro tempore. The Committee on Claims will be 


The 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill, and it will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs if there be no objection. 
Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
for the relief of William Fisher, reported it with- 


aT ae py thereon. 

Mr. SA : Tami dissiteh by the Committee on Privileges 

and Elections, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6637) relating to 

fontested eléctions, to report it with amendments. As the bill relates 
matters solely connected with the House of Representatives, I ask 


that it be its passage 
The PRESIDENT tempore. Is there objection to the present con- 


= 








The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill will 


be placed on the Calendar. 


Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amendment: 

A bill (H. R. 7365) for the relief of Nancy Franklin; 

A bill (H. R. 3043) granting a pension to Lewis W. Scanland; 

A bill (H. R. 6670) granting a pension to Susan Malone; 

A bill (H. R. 6120) for the relief of Richard Horrigan; 

A bill (H. R. 6452) granting a pension to Samantha A. Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 6718) granting a pension to William H. Starr; 

A bill (H. R. 6135) granting a pension to James W. Stanford; 

A bill (H. R. 7614) granting an increase of pension to Hezekiah Till- 
man; 

A bill (H. R. 7073) granting a pension to Mary 8S. Woodson; 

A bill (H. R. 7075) granting a pension to Orson W. Sears; 

A bill (H. R. 7222) granting a pension to Callie West; and 

A bill (H. R. 4730) for the relief of Mary Murphy. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 1534) for the relief of John P. Bush and James 
Grigsby, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 2355) granting a pension to Edward R. Shubrick, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were referred 
the following bills, reported them severally without amendment, and 
submitted reports thereon: 

A billqH. R. 5472) to increase the pension of Henry Brooks; and 

A bill (H. R. 3054) granting a pension to Sylvester Root. 

Mr. WILSON, of Maryland, from the Committee on Pensions, to 
whom were referred the following bills, reported them severally with- 


we 


out amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 


A bill (H. R. 4023) granting a pension to Caroline Sturtz, widow of 
Jacob Sturtz, deceased, late of Company G, Twentieth Maryland Vol- 
unteers; and 

A bill (H. R. 5438) for the relief of Elias Sheads. 

Mr. LOGAN. I report from the Committee on Military Affairs the 
bill (S. 778) to equalize the bounties of soldiers, sailors, and marines of 
the late war for the Union, by consent of the committee, without recom- 
mendation either for or against it, except that I am authorized to pre- 
sent the report that I submit for myself with the bill. I ask thatit be 
printed, and that the bill be placed on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be printed and the 
bill placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2053) for the relief of Chester A. Arthur and William H. 
Robertson, late collectors of the customs of the district of the city of 
New York, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SEWELL introduced a bill (S. 2416) granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Joseph Wirth; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON introduced a bill (S. 2417) for the refund of duties 
exacted in error upon the importations of steel railway blooms; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BLAIR introduced a bill (S. 2418) granting a pension to Sarah 
E. Boulter; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 2419) grantinga pension to Jack- 
son Steward; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (S. 2420) granting a pension to Sid- 
ney Denton; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONGER introduced a bill (S. 2421) granting a pension to Mrs. 
Maria C. McPherson; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, introduced a bill (S. 2422) granting a pen- 
sion to Mrs. Belle Griffith; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILSON, of Maryland, introduced a bill (5S, 2423) for the relief 
of Grafton Munroe; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (8S. 2424) granting an increase of 
pension to George W. Kincaid; which was read twice by its title, and, 
with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. VANCE (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2425) for the relief of 
the heirs of Myra Clark Gaines; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CALL introduced a bill (S. 2426) to prevent improper selections 
of the public lands of the United States under the act entitled ‘‘An act 
to enable the State of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the swamp 
lands within their limits,’’ approved September 28, 1850; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
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AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. GRAY and Mr. SEWELL submitted amendments intended to 
be proposed by them to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DOLPH submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Fisheries, and ordered to be printed. 


REPRINTING OF BILLS. 


Mr. CULLOM. I have received several dispatches requesting a copy 
of the interstate-commerce bill as it passed the Senate yesterday even- 
ing. I ask that an order be made to print the bill (S. 1532) to regulate 
commerce as it passed the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be made. 

Mr. BLAIR. The bill (S. 194) to aid in the establishment and tem- 
porary support of common schools has been out of print for some time, 
and there is great demand for it. If the Senate will make a like order 
in regard to that bill, I should feel greatly obliged. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order will be made if there be 
no objection. The Chair hears none, and it is ordered. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. SPOONER, it was 
Ordered, That Lewis D. Allen have leave to withdraw So oun in his case 


frome the files of the Senate, for use before a committee of the House of Represent- 
atives. 


If there be no objection that order 


PRE-EMPTION LAND ENTRIES. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, submitted the following resolution; 
which was read: 


Whereas there is now pending before the Senate bill (S. 2299) providing amon 
other things for the protection of way who have innocently purchased lands 
after final proof and entry and be the issuance of patent entered under the 
ag pmo laws: Therefore, 


the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, requested to 
suspend action in the Land Department in all cases where the rights of such inno- 
cent purchasers are alleged, a Congress shall have passed upon the | 
proposed by the aforesaid bill 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Senet I move that the resolution be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of ered a ball Ct Mr.CLARK, ies, 
announced that the House had passed a bill 6395) making 
priations for the support of the Army for as fiscal year ending June 
30, 1887, and for other purposes; in which it requested the candace 
of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the House insisted upon its amend- 
ments to the bill (8S. 200) to authorize the purchase of the Aqueduct 
Bridge or the construction of a = across the Potomac River at or 
near Georgetown, D. C., to the conference asked by the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed 
Mr. BARBOUR, Mr. WILSON, and Mr. ROWELL managers at the confer- 
ence on the part of the House. 


PEARSON C. MONTGOMERY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there are no farther ‘‘ concurrent 
or other resolutions’’ the morning business is 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Calendar is now in order. The 
first case on the Calendar will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. A bill (8. 18) for the relief of Pearson C. Mont- 
gomery, of Memphis, Tenn. 

Mr. INGALLS. That stands on a motion to reconsider. Let it be 
passed over. 


STATEN ISLAND BRIDGE, 


Mr. FRYE. I gave notice ten days ago that when I had an oppor- 
tunity I should move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
Senate bill 121, known as the Staten Teland bridge bill. I make that 
motion. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope the Senate will go through with the Calendar 
in its order and consider first the unobjected cases. I gave notice last 
week that I should while I was able, and by instruction from the com- 
mittee of which I am chairman, the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads, insist upon taking up the Calendar and going through with 
the unobjected cases, and then with the other cases, as rapidly as we 
can, and finish the ¢ Calendar. The Calendar has become very large, 
and there are bills of public and private interest scattered through the 
whole } of the Calendar which can not be reached—— 

The Beemer: tempore. The Chair must remind the Senator 
from Michigan that debate or discussion is not in order ona motion to 
take up a bill. Debate is not in order in the 
tion to take up a particular bill. 

Mr. CONGER. But the regular order of business is to take up the 


Calendar. 
a 


now on a mo- 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Mr. CONGER. I call for the regular order. 
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Mr. SEWELL. I ask unanimous consent to be allowed to make q 


remark. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The regular order is the Calendar, 
but the rule provides also that upon the motion of any Senator tho 
Senate may proceed to the consideration of a particular bill, and that 
motion must be submitted without debate. The Senator from New 
Jersey asks the unanimous consent of the Senate for what purpose ? 

Mr. SEWELL. Just to make a remark on the proposition of the 
Senator from Maine, which simply is that the bill to which he refers 
can not possibly be taken up and di of in the morning hour. 
Myself and my colleague are instructed by our State, and will at leas: 
consume several hours in its discussion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine that the Senate proceed to the consideration of th 
bill named by him. The bill will be read by its title. 

The Cuter CLERK. A bill (S. 121) to authorize the construction of 
a bridge across the Staten Island Sound known as Arthur Kill, and to 
establish the same as a road. 

Mr. MAXEY. Is it proposed to take up the bill by a vote of the 
Senate? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By a majority of the Senate; but if 
that is declined then the Calendar will be in order. ‘The question i is 
on agreeing to the motion of the Senator from Maine. [Putting the 
question.] The noes appear to have it. 

Mr. FRYE. I will call for adivision. This is a matter of great 
public importance, and I want to do my duty. I call for a division of 
the Senate. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I ask unanimous consent to make a single re- 
mark to the Senator from Maine upon his proposition. 

The PRESIDENT pro . The Chair must remind the Senator 
from New Jersey that the motion is not debatable. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I do not propose to debate it. I simply wish 
to state to the Senator that a good many documents which will be nec- 
essary for my use in the discussion of this measure I have not with me 
this morning; they are atmy house. I shall be very glad to assist the 
Senator at any other time in up the bill; I have no wish to post- 
pone its consideration; but so far as I am concerned I am not reatly to 
inane atth thelemamdnn Deiemenning,” - Tenectpe 1 ea Ga indulgence 
of the Senator for its postponement, as it is an important bill. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. As many as are in favor of proceed- 
ing come consideration of the bill referred to will rise and stand until 
coun 

There were on a division—ayes 11, noes 19. ‘ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion is lost. It is proper for 
the Chair to state that the divison discloses the want of a quorum, but 
there is a quorum present by actual count. 

Mr. FRYE. Iam not going to press the motion. The indication of 
the Senate was against me, and I make no further request. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. 6395) making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, and for other purposes, 
was rend twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Appropria- 

ons. 
PEARSON C. MONTGOMERY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first case on the Calendar wil! 
be proceeded with. 

The Cuter CLERK. A bill (S. 18) for the relief of Pearson C. Mont- 


gomery, of Memphis, Tenn 

Mr. INGALLS.. That has already been objected to 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Being objected to, the bill goes over 
under the rule. 

L. MADISON DAY. 

The bill (S. 266) for the relief of L. Madison Day was announced as 
next in order on the Calendar. 

Mr. COCKRELL. ‘The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. P1K§) 
— reported the bill is absent, and I shal not insist upon action on it 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will go over. 
over without losing its p place? 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let it go over ender the other rule. 


The PRESIDENT pretempore. The bill goes over, and will take i! 

place on the Calendar under the ninth rule. 
WILBUR F. STEELE. 

The next bill in order was the bill (S. 1223) for the relief of Wil)u' 
F. Steele. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let that go over to the other Calendar. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Is there any objection to that bill? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill goes over, being objected to. 


YAKAMA INDIAN RESERVATION. 
The bill (S. 1211) fo ccanes snd d ratify an agreement made with the 
confederated tribes and bands 


the Yakama reser- 
ration, in the Terviory of Washington, fr the 


ment of their 
title to so much of said reservation as is required for the use of the 
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Northern Pacific Railroad, and to make the necessary,appropriations 
for carrying out the same, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I object to that. . 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goes 
over under the rule. 


WALKER RIVER RESERVATION. 


The bill (S. 1056) to accept and ratify an agreement made by the 
Pah-Ute Indians, and granting a right of way to the Carson and Col- 
orado Railroad Company through the Walker River reservation, in 
Nevada, was announced as next in order, and the Secretary proceeded 
to read the bill. ; 

Mr. ALLISON. I object. That seems to be a long bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goes 
over under the rule. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to inquire of the Senator from Oregon 
what is the objection to the other bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. The objection is simply that it will 
take the whole morning hour. 


DEVIL’S LAKE RESERVATION. 


The bill (S. 1057) granting a right of way to the Jamestown and 
Northern Railroad Company through Devil’s Lake Indian reservation, 
in the Territory of Dakota, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE E. W. SHARRETTS. 


The bill (S. 1069) for the relief of George E. W. Sharretts was an- 
as next in order. 


Mr. ALLISON. I object. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask the consent of the Senator who made the objec- 
tion to be permitted to make one statement. 

Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw the objection so as to hear the state- 


ment. 

Mr. HOAR. This is the claim of a very worthy, a very aged, and 
very poor man, as I understand. He-rendered a great service to the 
Government in preparing pay tables. Originally the claim was for 
$30,000. The committee sent the case to the Court of Claims, and on 
their report we reported an amendment which pays the man $1,200. 

Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw the objection. 

_The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 


Mr. HOAR. It is a vase which has given the committee a great deal 
of trouble. I once on very full and thorough study of the case made a 
report to the Committee of Claims for a large sum, fifteen or twenty 
thousand dollars. On further reflection it was sent to the Court of 
Claims, and a very small allowance reported. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment reported by the 
Committee on Claims will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. The committee report to amend, in line 6, after 
the words “‘sum of,’’ to strike out ‘‘thirty thousand’’ and insert 
“‘one thousand two hundred;’’ so as to make the bill read: 


ES ques. &- That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed mont of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, toGeorge . Sharretts the sum of $1,200, in full compensation 
for his timeand services in the preparation of his salary tables used by the Gov- 
SS in lieu of all ity or value of said tables, of which he is the in- 


author, as e findi f facts of the Court of Claims, filed 
F 2 ,asappears ngs 0 o ourt of Claims, file 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
"The bill Dice 
: was 0 to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 
JOSEPH ¥. WILSON. 


The bill (S. 922) for the relief of Joseph F. Wilson was announced 
as next in order. 
Mr. McMILLAN. This isa case adversely reported, and I object. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goes 
over. 
ARMY HOSPITAL STEW ARDS. 


The bill (S. 1119) toprovide for the appointment of hospital stewards 
in the United States and to fix their pay and allowance, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with 
amendments, = pan 3, line 4, before the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to strike 
out “‘ fifty’ and insert “ ? and before the word ‘‘dollars,”’ in line 
4, to strike out ‘twenty-five’ and insert ‘‘thirty;’’ so as to make the 


That the monthiy pay of hospital stewards of the first class shall be $40, and 
the monthly t b 
clase shall Lor stewards of the second class shal! be $30; that each 


for continuous service now allowed by law ; 

allowances of be ; 

and thatthe allowances of quarters, ful, rations, clothing, &c., shall be as now 
The amendments were agreed to. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


TIME FOR MEETING OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. HOAR. The next bill on the Calendar (S. 1406) fixing the time 
for the meeting of Congress relates to the same subject as a constitu- 
tional amendment which has also been reported favorably, and I would 
like to have the twosubjects considered at the same time. I therefore 
object to the bill for the present. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. If there be no objection the two prop- 
ositions will be considered at the same time. Is there objection ? 

Mr. CONGER. Let the bill go over without prejudice. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senate bill 1406 will be passed over 
without prejudice. 

JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. 

The bill (S. 1286) to amend section 604 of the Revised Statutes, and 
for other purposes, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let that be read for information in the first place. 

The bill was-read; and the Senate as in Committee of the Whole pro- 
ceeded to consider it. It proposes to amend section 604 of the Revised 
Statutes, so as to make a part of it read: 

Eighth. The eighth circuit includes the districts of Nebraska, Kansas, Arkan- 
sas, and Colorado. 

Ninth, The ninth circuit includes the districts of Minnesota, Iowa, and Mis- 
“Tenth. The tenth circuit includes the districts of California, Oregon, and Ne- 
vada. 

The bill further provides that hereafter the present judge of theninth 
judicial cireuit, comprising the districts of California, Oregon, and Ne- 
vada, shall be the judge of the tenth judicial circuit; and there shall 
be appointed a circuit judge for the ninth judicial circuit as now desig- 
nated, comprising the districts of Minnesota, Iowa, and Missouri. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HOAR. The title should be amended. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that the title be amended to correspond with 
the terms of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In what respect? 

Mr. CONGER. So as to state the object. I suggest that it should 
read ‘‘ A bill to amend section 604 of the Revised Statutes relating to 
circuit courts, and for other purposes.’’ 

Mr. ALLISON. I think that the real purpose is to establish a new 
judicial circuit, and that ought to be statedinthetitle. It is really to 
establish a new circuit and appoint a new circuit judge. 

Mr. CONGER. It defines also some other circuits. Idesire that the 
title of the bill should give some indication when we look at it of what 
the subject-matter is. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the Senator will propose an 
amendment the Chair wiil submit the question. 

Mr. CONGER. I suggest ‘‘A bill to amend section 604 of the Re- 
vised Statutes in relation to circuit courts, and for other purposes.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That amendment will be made if 
there be no objection. 

Mr. HOAR. I suggest that the title ought to be ‘‘A bill to change 
the limits of the eighth and ninth and tenth circuits.”’ 

Mr. ALLISON. ‘And appoint another circuit judge,’’ because that 
is the principal thing here. It is to establish a new circuit and appoint 
a new cirenit judge. . 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Michigan has sub- 
mitted an amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. I accept the suggestion. All 1 want is that the title 
of the bill should give some indication of the contents. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Senator from Massachu- 
setts repeat his amendment? 

Mr. HOAR. I will suggest that the title read in this way: ‘‘A bill 
to change the limits of certain circuits and to establish a new judicial 
circuit.’’ 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I think this bill changes the ninth 
circuit to the tenth circuit. How does it affect the ninth circuit ? 

Mr. INGALLS. The present eighth circuit includes the States of 
Nebraska, Kansas, Arkansas, Colorado, Minnesota, Iowa, and Missouri, 
the places for holding court extending from Saint Paul on the north to 
Little Rock on the south and from Saint Louis on the east to Denver 
city on the west—a region of country that is obviously so enormous in 
extent that it is impossible that the duties can be discharged by asin- 
gle judge. This bill proposes to divide that circuit, interfering with 
no other judicial area within the United States, and creates a new 
eighth circuit which instead of embracing that whole territory shall 
include the States of Nebraska, Kansas, Arkansas, and Colorado, and 
makes the ninth circuit consist of the districts of Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Missouri, and as to the tenth, which is now the ninth, it merely 
changes the enumeration, that circuit including the districts of Cali- 
fornia, Oregon, and Nevada. 
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Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. 
the tenth circuit ? 

Mr. INGALLS. 
cuit. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. 
ninth circuit? 

Mr. INGALLS. In no other respect whatever. Of course it pro- 
vides for the appointment of a new circuit judge. The interests of the 
public service inevitably require that this should be done. While I 
hear in various quarters suggestions that this will resultin the appoint- 
ment of a judge in sympathy with the present administration, I do not 
regard that as a sufficient reason why an act of great public necessity 
should not be accomplished by this Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The title is amended as proposed, 
and the next case on the Calendar will be stated. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, subsequently said: I desire to enter a motion 
to reconsider the vote by ‘which the Senate this morning passed Senate 
bill No 1286. I merely enter the motion now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion will be entered. 


EXECUTIVE SESSIONS WITH OPEN DOORS. 


The resolation submitted by Mr. PLAtTr January 29, 1886, declaring 
that executive nominations shall hereafter be considered in open ses- 
sion, which was reported adversely by Mr. INGALLS from the Com- 
mittee on Rules February 8, 1886, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. PLATT. I should like to say one word about that matter. I 
should be very glad to take the vote on the resolution at this time, but 
I understand there are Senators who desire to discuss it and I suppose 
there is an understanding that it shall be taken up after 2 o’clock when 
the pension bill reported by the Senator from New Hampshire [ Mr. 
BLAIR] and the Des Moines lands vetoed bill and the bankruptcy bill 
shall have been disposed of. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. There is a bill I have had considered in the 
morning hour which ought to be taken up with the pension biil and 
the Des Moines bill. 

Mr. PLATT. I understand there has been substantially an agree- 
ment as to the orderof business relating to certain measures, and I un- 
derstaud the agreement to be as I have stated. At any rate I ask that 


this resolution may be passed over on the Calendar for the present 
without prejudice. 


The PRESLDENT pro tempore. 
losing its place. 

Mr. MILLER. As the statement of the Senator from Connecticut 
goes on record that thete is an understanding in the Senate as to the 
time when this measure is to be taken up, I wish to say that I do not 
think the Senate has made any such understanding or agreement which 
is binding on any one, 

Mr. PLATT, Ido not understand that it is an order or agreement 
of the Senate, but I think it is an order which is well understood by'a 
majority of the members of the Senate. 

Mr. MILLER. Ido notso understand. . 

Mr. HOAR. I suppose I am betraying no secret—if I am I shall 
consent to be expelled in case it is deemed that I deserve expulsion— 
when I say that the Republican Senators in this body requested six or 
seven of their number to Jook over the order of business and see what 
would be a convenient order, and that they unanimously, after con- 
sulting every Senator they could find; three or four weeks ago 
on a certain order and then proposed it to the other side, all the 
tors they could find over there, and they agreed that it would be a con- 
venient way todo. That was then stated to the Senate, I think, by 
the present occupant of the chair, if I am not mistaken. 

I do not understand that the Senate is bound by any spch thing, but 
there is a general expectation certainly that this order of business will 
be followed. That settles the time for the discussion of the resolution 
of the Senator from Connecticut; and other matters embraced have been 
made special orders by the Senate. 

Mr. SEWELL. Ido not understand it to be a fact—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair must remind Senators 
that this debate is entirely out of order. 

Mr. CONGER. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. SEWELL. I desire—— 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair must enforce the rules. 
The next bill in order will be stated. 


ELON A. MARSH AND MINARD LAFEVER. 
The bill (S. 500) for the relief of Elon A, Marsh and Minard Lafever 
was announced as next in order. 
Mr. CONGER. As to that bill there is an attempt to harmonize the 
parties interested, and I ask that it go over without prejudice. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection that course 
will be pursued. , 


Making what is now the ninth circuit 
It merely changes the enumeration as to that cir- 


That is the only way that it affects the 


The resolution goes over without 


STEPHEN N. SMITH. 
The bill (S. 708) for the relief of Stephen N. Smith was announced 


as next in order. 
Mr. ALLISON. Let that be read for information. 


The bill was read. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





May 13, 


Mr. COCK LL. I object to the consideration of that bill. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The bill, being objected to, goes over. 

Mr. ALDRICH subsequently said: I ask unanimous consent that 
Order of Business 165, being the bill (S. 708) for the relief of Stephen 
N. Smith, be restored to the Calendar under the eighth rule. I have 
satisfied the Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] about the char- 
acter of the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I hope that will be done. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the bill will 
be restored tothe same position it held on the Calendar under the eighth 
rule. 

WILLIAM C. DODGE. 


The bill (8S. 301) for the relief of William C. Dodge was considere( 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. LOGAN. Whois this man William C. Dodge? Ishe an officer 
of the Army ? 

Mr. PLAYT. No, sir; he has been a patent attorney, I think, in 
Washington, and never was connected with the Army at all. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendments reported by the 
Committee on Patents will be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. Theamendments reported by the Commitiee on 
Patents are, in line 6, before the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to fill the blank by 
inserting *‘ten thousand,”’ and to fill the blank in line 13, before the 
word ‘‘dollars,’’ by inserting ‘‘ten thousand;’’ so as to make the bil! 
read: 

Beit enacted, déc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected to ‘ out of an money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
William Dodge. of Washington, D. C., the sum of $10,000, for a cartridge- 
loading machine furnished by him to the United States 7 an order from the 
Ordnance Department, and for the use of his invention of the same,and of me 
patent therefor, dated July 17, 1866, and for his improvement in cartridges 
ented July 4, 1865, and for the ‘infrin ement of his said patents by the United 
States; which said sum of ll be in full satisfaction of all claims for 
such use and infringements, and a eelinediemtdemmael all right to claim any 
further compensation for the use of the same by the United States. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask that that bill be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. That is the committee to which matters of that kind 
havealways gone heretofore, so that they could be investigated. There 
is a rule in reference to patents used by the Government that I do not 
think would comport with this bill, and I would like to examine it. 
I move that the bill be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PLATT. Ido not think it ought to be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. It has been before the Committee on Patents 
at former sessions of the Senate. It was reported favorably last year 
for the same amount and the Senate last year. I hardly think 
when a matter has come tothe time for consideration it is a fair thing 
to take itaway from acommittee that has considered it several sessions 
and refer it to the Military Committee. -I have no objection to the bill 
being a vw that the Senator from Illinois, the chairman of the 
ee TT ttee, may have all the time he desires to examine it. 

OGAN. Is there a report? 

Mr. PLATT. There is. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill is subject to objection. 

Mr. LOGAN. I object. - 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goes 
over under the rule. , 

Mr. PLATT. I understand that the Senator from Illinois, who 
made the objection to the bill (S. 301) for the relief of William C. 
Dodge, is perfectly willing that the bill should go over without preju- 
dice, and I wish that to be the understanding. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order will be made. 


BUSTS FOR THE SENATE CHAMBER. 


The next business in order was the resolution reported by Mr. Voor- 
HEES from the Committee on the Library, February 8, 1886, that m:r- 
ble busts of those who have been Vice-Presidents shall be placed in the 
vacant niches of the Senate Chamber, &c. 

The PRESIDENT . The resolution will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That marble busts of those who have been Vice-Presidents of the 
United States shall be placed in the vacant niches of the Senate Chamber; tht 

the Architect of the Capito] is authorized, subject to the advice and approva! of 

the Senate Committee on the Library, to carry into execution the object of tis 
resolution, and the — ineurred in doing so shall be paid out of the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate 

Mr. ALLISON. It seems to me that the cost ought to be paid out 
of some other fund than the contingent fand of the Senate. I have no 
objection to the resolution. 

Mr. SEWELL. It will not involve much at any one time. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then I withdraw the suggestion. 

Mr. HOAR. I think it would be well to put in the resolution the 
words ‘‘from time to time’’ or some other words which will imply 
that the whole cost is not to come in any one year. 

Mr. SEWELL. It is left ly to the Library Committee. 

Mr. HOAR. But the might consider it a direction to do it 
all atonce. This ought to be spread over ten years. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Massachusetts 
move an amendment? 
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Mr. INGALLS. After the word ‘“‘Chamber,’’ in the third line, I 
move to insert ‘‘from time to time.’’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The Cuizr CLERK. In line 3, after the word ‘“‘Chamber,’’ it is pro- 
posed to insert the words “‘ from time to time;’’ so as to read: 

marb been Vice-Presidents of the 

Ulted Sutos chal be ee the Senate Chamber from 
time to time, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was agreed to. 


WILLIAM J. SMITH. 


The bill (S. 13) for the relief of William J. Smith, late collector of 
customs for the port of Memphis, State of Tennessee, was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. . : . 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Finance with amend- 
ments, in lines 4, 9, 11, and 13, to strike out the word ‘‘collector’’ 
where it occurs in each of those lines and insert ‘‘ surveyor ;”’ so as to 
make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That in the settlement of the accounts of William J. Smith, 
formerly surveyor of customs at the port of Memphis;State of Tennessee, the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury be, and are hereby, authorized and 
directed to credit the said William J. Smith with the sum of $2,004.99 in the set- 
tlement of his accounts as late surveyor of customs, on account of the embezzie- 
ment and defaleation of N. D. Smith, deputy to the said surveyor, he being no 
relative, and it clearly appearing that the embezzlement and defalcation were 
no fault of the surveyor. 

~ The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill for the relief of Will- 
iam J. Smith, late surveyor of customs for the port of Memphis, State 
of Tennessee. "’ 


MILITARY TELEGRAPH OPERATORS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 845) for the relief of telegraph operators during the war. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with 
an amendment, to strike out all after the enacting clause and in lieu 
thereof to insert: 

That all persons engaged in the operation and construction of military tele- 
graph lines during the war of the rebellion are hereby declared to have been a 
part of the Army of the United States, and the Secretary of War is hereby di- 
rected to prepare a roll of such persons, and to issue to each, ~ application, 
unless it appears that his service was not creditably performed, a suitable cer- 
tificate of orable di , reciting this act and the term and character of 
his service, as well as the relative rank of such person assimilated to that con- 
ferred by law upon commissioned officers of the Army receiving a monthly pay 
most oer approximating that of such person at the time of his discharge: 
Provided, this law shall not be construed to entitle the persons herein 
mentioned to any pay or allowance other than that heretofore received by 


Mr. HOAR. I should like to inquire of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs whether the exception contained in the pro- 
viso is intended to include pensions? 

Mr. LOGAN. It was intended to include pensions. 

Mr. HOAR. Should not the word ‘‘ pension ’’ be inserted then ? 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no objection to its being inserted. The inten- 
tion of the bill is merely to give these persons a recognition and assim- 
ilated rank, which means nothing more than to recognize them as of a 
certain grade without pay or allowances other than those which they 
haverreceived. 

Mr. CONGER. Why not insert ‘‘ bounty or pension?’ 

Mr.COCKRELL. I movete amend, which will meet the suggestion, 
by striking out, after the word “ pay,’’ in line 16, the word “‘or,’’ and 
a ” inserting ‘‘ bounty or pension;’’ so that the proviso 

ye this law shall not be construed to entitle the persons herein 
toad bet , allowance, bounty, or pension other than that hereto- 


Mr. LOGAN. Very well; I have no objection to that. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SEWELL. I ask the Senator from Illinois if he iniends that a 


es 


Government during the war, who received $125 a month compensa- 
a and who may never have got near the sound of a gun, shall have 


assimilated rank of a first or second lieutenant and be placed in the 
position of eae pension of a commissioned officer?. If that is 
the intention, I to it. 
Mr. LOGAN. No, sir, there is no such intention. That is provided 
against in the bill itself. The bill provides that they shall not receive 
now shall not receive any bounty, allowance, 
other than already received. 
eee. 
. $ ve never - 
nized, and did service, ; 
no objection to their going on the pension- 
Be een oe per but when privates ess 
war got from ten to thirteen dollars a month and risked life, the 





legraph operator on the military lines or at the different stations of 


telegraph operators got $125 a month, and some of them I know were 
in the field and acted very gallantly and were wounded, I do not be- 
lieve the operators ought to be placed in a position for recognition to 
pension merely because of the services they rendered as operators, for 


the reason that they were not part of the military establishment in 
reality. 


Mr. LOGAN. The bill provides expressly that they are not to have 


pensions. 


The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
Mr. INGALLS. Were these persons so employed ‘‘ an integral part 


of the Army of the United States?’’ The Senator from Illinois can 
state. 


Mr. LOGAN. They were no part of the Army in the strict sense. 
Mr. INGALLS. Then would it not be well to omit the preamble 


and give them the rank to which they would be entitled, omitting 
this declaration that they were ‘‘ ani integral part of the Army,’’ which 
I did not know before? 


Mr. LOGAN. Iwill explain to the Senator. When I say that ina 


certain sense they were no part of the Army, it is in the sense that 
they were not performing strictly military duty and had no rank or 
pay as officers. They were not in that sense part of the Army; but in 
the sense that they were under the control of the military authorities, 
under their direction, subject to arrest and subject to trial by court- 
martial, they were an integral part of the Army. 


Mr. INGALILS. Their service was entirely voluntary, I suppose; 


that is to say, they could terminate it whenever they pleased. 


Mr. LOGAN. Iwill not say that they could not, and yet they were 


employed as telegraph operators and came under the law. 


Mr. INGALLS. So long as they remained in service. 
Mr. LOGAN. So long as they remained in the service; and the man 


at the head, who was nominated brigadier-general and died here not 
long ago, had them organized the same as other military organizations. 
The orders were delivered to them in the same way, and as I say they 
were subject to the orders of the military cammanders. For instance, 


they were subject to the orders of any officer having the command of 


a district or department; they could be arrested and tried by court- 
martial for any improper conduct, and they were entirely under mili- 
tary control. 


Mr. INGALLS. The recitation in the preamble does not appear to 


be strictly accurate, and I suggest that it be omitted inasmuch as the 
principal purpose is gained by the enactment of the statute. 


Mr. LOGAN. The recital in the preamble is the only thing that 


notifies the world really what their services were; and it is only that 
recital which, carried on the bill, gives them the standing they were 
really entitled to as a part of the military of the country. 


Mr. HOAR. The bill speaks of ‘‘ all persons engaged in the opera- 


tion and construction of military telegraph lines during the war of the 
rebellion.’’ Were there not persons engaged in the construction of 
those lines who were mere laborers and who were constructing them in 
territories which were not actually the scene of danger or of military 
operations? 


Mr. LOGAN. Notatall. This applies to persons employed as mil- 


itary telegraph operators and constructing and operating such military 
lines. ° 


Mr. SEWELL. Allow me to ask the Senator the meaning of this 


language of the amendment: 


And to issue to each, upon application, unless it appears that his service was 
not creditably performed, a suitable certificate of honorable discharge, reciting 
this act and the term and character of his service— 

The recital of the preamble makes the telegraph corps ‘‘ an integral 
part of the Army.’’ The amendment proceeds— 
as well as the relative rank of such person assimilated to that conferred by 
law upon commissioned officers of the Army receiving a monthly pay most 
nearly approximating that of such person at the time of his discharge. 

Yon are by an act at this late day creating these gentlemen officers 
of the Army who served as telegraph operators. 

Mr. LOGAN. Oh, no. 

Mr. SEWELL. Practically you are doing that and giving them a 
discharge as such. I have no objection to recognizing the services of 
telegraphers; it came under my personal observation that many of them 
were very gallant men; but as they were paid well for their services, 
I object to our now twenty years afterward taking that pay and making 
it the basis for assimilated rank with the officers of the Army who were 
discharging active duties in the field. 

Mr. LOGAN. I did not know that the Senator made this objection 
to the bill when it was before the committee; but that is immaterial. I 
tried to draught the bill so that it would not confer a commission on any 
one, and it certainly does not, and so that it would not give Any addi- 
tional pay, which it certain!v does not. The mere fact that it gives 
to these men an honorary title is a matter of no consequence. There 
were many persons-who served in the Army who had what was called 
an honorary commission or title from the governors of various States 
and received discharges as such, and yet they received no pay on that 
account. It wasan honorary commission giving them the rank of major 
or lieutenant-colonel. They have their commissions and have their 
discharges, but have never claimed to be entitled to pay and never have 
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received any. There are many persons who served in such capacities. 
I know one who was a newspaper correspondent who had a major’s com- 
mission, but it was a mere honorary commission carrying no pay. It 
was given to him, I suppose, for the purpose of giving him certain fa- 
cilities that he might desire. I know nothing about why it was given, 
but I know that was the fact. 

The first clause of the preamble recites that— 

Whereas, except commissioned officers, those persons engaged in the military 
telegraph corps of the United States during the war of the rebellion, althou 
performing strictly military duties, whereby some lost their lives and ahem 
were wounded or imprisoned, have received no official recognition for their 
fidelity, intelligence, bravery, and efficiency. 

In answer to the question of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
HoAR] I will say that this language clearly defines who are the people 
that are to be recognized. They are not persons who were engaged in 
building military telegraph lines in Illinois or in the Senator’s State, 
but it applies to the military telegraph corps which was organized asa 
corps in the Army and subject, as I said, tothe orders of the command- 
ing officer. The chief of this corps received his instructions and orders 
from the general commanding, the same as a subordinate general did. 
They were compelled to keep secrecy and to perform very important 
duties, and some of them behaved very gallantly. The preamble says: 

Whereas, except commissioned officers, those persons engaged in the militar. 7 
te legraph corps of the United States during the war of the rebellion, althoug 
performing strictly military duties, whereby some lost their lives and others 
were wounded or imprisoned, have received no official recognition for their 
fidelity, intelligence, bravery, and efficiency; and 

Whereas, as an integral part of the Army, they ought to have been accorded 
a military status corresponding in rank to the service so meritoriously per- 
formed. 

If they performed services that corresponded with the services of a 
private soldier they would have their discharge the same as a private 
soldier, If their services and pay were similar to those of a second 
lieutenant they would receive a discharge with the assimilated rank of 
a second lieutenant, and so on. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The Chair must remind the Senator 
that under the rule his five minutes have expired. 

Mr. SEWELL. I had no idea when the Senator got the consent of 
the committee to make the report in this way that the bill had this pro- 
vision as to assimilated rank init. I should have objected to it in the 
committee if my attention had been called toit. If the Senator will 
allow me, I will move to amend by striking out commencing with the 
word ‘‘ receipt ’’ in the tenth line to the word ‘‘ discharge’’ in the four- 
teenth line. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I suggest to commence with the word *‘ 2s’’ on 
line 10, covering the words *‘ as well as the relative rank.’’ 

Mr. SEWELL. Yes; I move to strike out from the word ‘‘as”’ in line 
10 to the word “‘ discharge *? on line 14; that is, to strike ont the words 
‘*as well as the relative rank of such person assimilated to that conferred 
by law upon commissioned officers of the Army receiving a monthly pay 
most near] y approximating that of such person at the time of his dis- 
charge. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
stated. 

The Cuizr CLERK. It is proposed to strike out of the proposed 
amendment, in line 10, after the word “‘ service,’’ all down to and in- 
cluding the word ‘‘discharge,’’ in line 14, as follows: 

As well as the relative rank of such person assimilated to that conferred by 
law upon commissioned officers of the Army receiving a monthly pay most 
nearly approximating that of such person at the time of his discharge. 

Mr. LOGAN. Then how will the bill read? 

The Cuter CLERK. The amendment as proposed to be amended 
would then read as follows: 

Th 
Kr A ifeel desing tn oor of the rebellion ate hereby declared yy Ane 

of the Army of the United States; and the Secretary of War is hereby di- 


Festel to prepare a roll of such persons, and to issue to each, he ee application, 
unless it appears 


tificate of honorable discharge, reciting this act and 
his service: Provided, That th ‘law shall not be construed Scaunislothe persons 
herein mentioned to any pay, allowance, bounty, or pension other than that 
heretofore received by them. 
Mr. LOGAN. I do not think that amendment ought to be made to 
this bill. The proviso certainly coverseverything. Under it these op- 
erators can receive no pay, no allowance, no bounty, no pension. They 
— eee been discharged from the service, but discharged merely 
rators. Now, if you are going to give them any title 
ci ay onor at all upon them for the services performed in a 
meritorious way, you have got to designate them i ~ some mode. They 
have been already discharged as military telegraph operators. 
Mr.SRWELL. They are designated as in the Te Telegraph Corps. The 
objection I have to it is that you are creating a co’ officer 
twenty years after the service 
Mr. LOGAN. It does not create a military officer at all, it Goes not 
give a commission. Let us see; the bill says: 
That all persons construction of tele- 
Mines daring tie Sent tse operation and constraction of mit 
part of the co kemey at Oe Caies Cant: Cee Se ee 
pervien wes not creditably a su 
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and the term and character of his service ie T 
person assimilated to that conferred by law upon commissioned officers of t!, 
Army. 





the morning hour for discussion. 
minutes; but that bill was taking all the time. 


pears that his service was not creditably a ee . suitaBle ss 





That is all, ‘‘a suitable certificate of honorable discharge,’’ not an 


Army discharge, but a certificate of the service that he performed and 
declaring his discharge as a part of the Army. 


What else ? 

Reciting this act— 

That is reciting this law— 

as well asthe relative rank of suc), 


The certificate that he receives with this recital in it, reciting just 


what this preamble does, is for the purpose of identifying him as one 
of the corps of military telegraph operators. 
designate him so as to distinguish him from other telegraph operators 
during the war who did not serve as military operators. 
means; and this certificate of discharge is a discharge with a rank, not 
a rank in the Army but assimilated rank. There is a very great dil- 
ference between rank and assimilated rank. 
with it no pay, carries with it no power, carries with it no authority 
to command, carries with it nothing except that which the law gives, 
carries, in other words, nothing whatever except that which the lay 
confers upon the rank. 


In other words, it is to 


That is all it 


Assimilated rank carries 


Assimilated rank means nothing except that the operator is given a 


certificate that he was employed and that his pay was a similar pay to 
that of a lieutenant, and therefore as a military operator in the mili- 
tary corps he was entitled to a lieutenant’s rank in that corps. 


I hope the amendment will not be made, for I certainly do not se 


anything in the bill that would draw money or give any rank. 


Mr. CONGER. If the discussion of this question is to take up th. 


rest of the morning hour I must object to the consideration of the bill. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goe: 


over under the rule. 


The bill (S. 78) to extend the time for filing certain claims for con- 


pensation for horses and other property lost in the military service of 
the United States was announced as next in order. 


Mr. COCKRELL. That is reported adversely. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This and the three cases following 


having been reported adversely will be passed over as under objection 
and placed under the ninth rule. 


Mr. LOGAN. Who objected to the military telegraph operators’ bill’ 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Michigan [ Mr. 


CONGER]. 


Mr. CONGER. I objected because it was taking up all there is of 


The rule limits discussion to five 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The four cases reported adversely 
will be considered as objected to and passed over. 

Mr. LOGAN. My friend from Michigan was kind enough to object to 
the telegraph operators’ bill just about the time we were going to vote 
upon it. I want to say one word in relation to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Debate can be only by unanimous 
consent. ° 

Mr. LOGAN. I understand that. I ask unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish toask a question. Under the rule has not tl 
Senator the right, notwithstanding the objection, to move to proceed 
to consider the bill? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. He did not make that motion. 

Mr. LOGAN. Really I did not know it had been objected to. | 
did not hear the objection when it was made. 

What I want to say in justification of myself is that the print shows 
on its face that the original bill was entirely stricken out, and thie 
amendment was agreed to after discussion in the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. I must say I was a little surprised to find objection to 
it here; but inasmuch as some of the committee object to it, having 
forgotten perhaps that they agreed to it in the committee-room, I ask 
that it may be recommitted to the Committee on Military Affairs, so 
that gentlemen may fix it there in a way that they will not object to 
it when it is returned to the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT . If there be no objection, Order of 
Business 170, being the bill (S. 845) for the relief of telegraph opera- 
tors during the war, will be recommitted to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. The Chair hears no objection, and that order is made. 


CASES REPORTED ADVERSELY. 


Mr. HOAR. I desire respectfully to call the attention of the hair 
and the Senate, if I may be pardoned for a moment, to the great incon 
venience of the ruling made just now. There are a great many cases 
reported adversely from the Committee on Claims. Perhaps some Sen- 
ator who has introduced the bill at the request of a constituent, when 
~ ——— made, in order that he may examine it, asks to have it put 

the Calendar. If that adverse report is considered as an objection 
coating and of the case under the five-minute rule, these 
cases do not get disposed of at all, and the result is they come back the 
next year the next and the next. Now, in nine cases out of ten 

verse, nobody would object to their 


the report : 
being disposed of and ended. +t 
saan ro me, with due respect to the Chair, that although the adverse 
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| 
report shows that somebody objects to the passage of the bill—indeed 


that the whole committee object that has made the report—it does not 
at all follow that any Senator objects to considering it. att 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will recall the raling in 
case there is objection; but the Chair considered an adverse report from 
a committee as equivalent to a single objection. : 

Mr. HOAR. Bat that is not an objection to considering such a bill 
under the five-minute rule, but only an objection to its passage. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then the first of the bills adversely 
reported will be placed before the Senate. 


CLAIMS FOR HORSES. 
The bill (S. 78) to extend the time for filing certain claims for com- 


pensation for horses and other property lost in the military service of 


ths United States was announced as in order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I reported that bill adversely from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. It was introduced by the Senator from 
Oregon [Mr. DoipH]; he is absent, and at his request it was placed 
upon the Calendar. I should dislike to have it postponed indefinitely 
now in his absence, snd therefore I object to its consideration and let 
it go on the other Calendar. 


e PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill will 


be passed over. 
PROPOSED DAILY RECESS. 


The next business on the Calendar was the resolution submitted by 
Mr. MorGAN, February 3, 1886, providirg for a recess of the Senate 
from 2 o’clock to 2.30 p. m. each day, which was reported adversely 
from the Committee on Rules by Mr. Frye, February 9, 1886. 

Mr. CONGER. That being reported adversely let it be passed over. 

Mr. ALLISON. Why not move its indefinite postponement ? 

Mr. CONGER. Very well. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move the indefinite postponement of the resolu- 
tion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Ordered, That the Senate will take a recess on each day at 2 o’clock and be in 
session again at 2.30 p.m. This order may be suspended by a vote of a quorum 
required in case of ent, to be had without debate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from lowa [Mr. ALLISON] to postpone the resolution indefi- 
nitely. 

The motion was agreed to. 

3 SCHOOL LOT IN CHICAGO. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask leave to call up Senate bill 1394, in reference 
to the sale of public property in Chicago. There was an amendment 
made toit the House, and I wish to have the amendment concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Illinois, pending 
the consideration of the Calendar, moves that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the amendment of the House of Representatives 
to the bill (S. 1394) to provide for the ascertainment of the market 
value of certain in the city of Chicago, and to authorize the 
Secretary of the to sell and convey said property. 

Mr. CONGER. That can come up after 2 o’clock. 

Mr. LOGAN. Imovetotake itup now. I desire to have the amend- 
ment concurred in. It is a very important matter, and time is very 
precious in connection with it. 

Mr. CONGER. Every minute taken from the morning hour is so 
much lost. 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido not doubt that, but it will not take any more 
time now than on any other occasion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Illinois moves that 
tho Senete proceed to the consideration of the House amendments to 

The motion was ; to and the Senate proceeded to consider the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1394) to pro- 
vide for the ascertainment of the market value of certain property in 
the city of Chicago, and to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
sell and convey said property. 

The first amendment of the House of Representatives was stated to 
2, line 5, section 1, to insert, after the word ‘‘ three,’’ the 
;” in line 5, after the word “‘ persons,’’ to strike 

ut the words “‘ officers of the United States.”’ 

Mr. LOGAN. I move that the amendments be concurred in. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the bill be read as amended. 

The Clerk read the bil) as amended, as follows: 
by the Senate and House of 


Represen 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
to n ten days after the passage of this act, a com- 
to 


withi 
ree disinterested persons, whose duty it shall be toascer- 
, within twenty days after their said appoint- 

market value of lot above mentioned in the city of Chicago; 
‘ettothe nl Gene authorized and empowered to sell and convey the 
D Great Western Railroad Company, at such price, 

less in any event than the value thereof as and reported by said 
he and said railroad y shal saree upon the said price, 

Soho paid in each: Provided, howecer, That if said Secretary 

: be unable to agree upon the price to be paid for 

: be finally fixed by a board of three commissioners 
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to be appointed as follows: One, upon the application of the railroad company, 
on notice to the district attorney of the United States for the northern district 
of Lilinois, by the district judge of the United States in and for said district; an- 
other to be designated by the Secretary of the Treasury; and the twothus chosen 
to select a third, whoshall be competent and disinterested. Thesaid board thus 
constituted, or a majority thereof, shall fix the price (not to be less, however, 
than the first appraisal thereof hereinbefore provided for) at which the same 
shall be sold to said company, and upon payment to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury of said price the title to said property shall vest in said company, its suc- 
cessors and assigns, upon the following express conditions: That ail non-com- 
peting railroads not now having right of way into Chicago, desiring to use the 
tracks, switches, depots, and terminal facilities of said Chicago and Great West- 
ern Railroad, shall be, by said company or its assigns, permitted to do so, to the 
extent of the capacity of said company to furnish railroad terminal facilities, 
upon fair and equitable terms and regulations; and in the event the companies 
interested can not agree upon such terms and regulations, then the same shall 
be fixed and determined by three disinterested persons, one of whom shall be 
selected by said Chicago and Great Western Railroad Company, one by such 
other company as may desire to use said tracks, switches, and terminal facilities, 
aud the third by the two persons so selected. If the purchase-price of said land, 
as agreed upon or finally fixed as hereinbefore provided, is not paid within ten 
days after the same shall have been so agreed upon or fixed as aforesaid, this 
act shall be null and void. 

Sec. 2. That all costs incurred under the provisions hereof in appraising said 
property, or ascertaining the price to be paid therefor, shal! be added tothe said 
price as agreed upon,or asthe same may be finally fixed hereunder, and paid 
by said railroad company. 

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall invest the purchase-money of 
the said lot received by him, or so much thereof as may be necessary, in the pur- 
chase or acquisition by condemnation of a site, and in the erection thereon of a 
suitable and commodious warehouse, for the use of the United States local ap- 
praiser of customs and other Government uses, in the city of Chicago. Thesite, 
and building thereon, when completed upon plans and specifications to be pre- 
viously made and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, shail not exceed 
in cost the purchase-money received by the Secretary of the Treasury for the lot 
mentioned in the first section of this act; nor shall any site be purchased until 
estimates for the erection of a building which will furnish sufficient accommo- 
dations for the transaction of the public business, and which shall not exceed in 
cost the balance of the sum herein limited after the site shall have been pur- 
chased and paid for, shall have been approved by the Secretary of the Treasury ; 
and no purchase of site, nor plan for said building, shall be approved by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury involving an expenditure exceeding the said purchase- 
money received by the Secretary of the Treasury under this act, for site and 
building ; and the site purchased shall leave the building unexposed to danger 
from fire by an open space of at least 40 feet, including streets and alleys: Pro- 
vided, That no part of said sum shall be expended until a valid title to the said 
site shall be vested in the United States, nor until the State of Illinois shall cede 
to the United States exclusive jurisdiction over the same, during the time the 
United States shall be or remain the owner thereof, for all purposes except the 
administration of the criminal laws of said State and the service of civi! process 
therein. And the act entitled “An act for the erection of a public building at 
Chicago, Ii,” approved March 3, 1885, is hereby repealed. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the first part of that bill? What does 
the bill describe? What is the property to be sold, and what is it now 
used for? 

Mr. LOGAN. I can state 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the Secretary just read the first section. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator refers to the preamble. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas the Chicago and Great Western Railroad Company, acorporation char- 








tered under the laws of the State of Illinois,is constructing its railroad within 
the city of Chicago, and possesses, under its charter and under the ordinances of 
said city, a franchise to construct, maintain, and operate its railroad to Harrison 
street, in said city,for which purpose it has acquired, and is acquiring, by pur- 
chase and otherwise, the real estate lying between Taylor street and said Har- 


rison street, and west of Fifth avenue; and 

Whereas the United States owns the south half of block 87,in school section 
addition to Chicago, which is in the center of the property so acquired and be- 
ing acquired by said railroad company for terminal facilities, and is vacant, and 
is indispensable to said company in exercising said franchise and affording to 
the public the terminal facilities for which said company has so purchased the 
property as aforesaid: Therefore, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The rest of the bill has been read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Thepreamblestates the case. Now will my friend 
from Illinois explain the situation ? 

Mr. LOGAN. The situation is just this: The railroad terminal point 
is north of this lot several blocks. This lot is a vacant lot belonging to 
the Government, that was set aside for the purpose of an appraiser’s 
office. The railroad has to pass through it. It is entirely out of the 
way foran appraiser’s office. The object is to let the railroad purchase 
it, inasmuch as they have to go through it, and take the money and buy 
a lot for an appraiser’s office nearer the custom-house, where it will be 
more convenient, much better for the Government and for all parties. 
This is a bill that nobody in Chicago has ever objected to that I have 
heard of, but all think it is absolutely necessary. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Senator one question about the 
House amendments? I thought I heard the Secretary read that this 
sale was to be upon a condition subsequent or a stipulation subsequent, 
that all non-competing railroads should have facilities in that depot 
and over that ground. Is that right? If we are tosell this property, 
why do we not sell it straight out, or if we are to make a provision for 
common facilities why not make it for all roads? 

Mr. LOGAN. I can not tell the Senator why we do not do that. I 
can only tell him that the bill passed the Senate for an absolute sale 
without objection and went to the other House, where they put on these 
amendments, and the parties would rather have the bill with the 
amendments than to have it thrust back and forth between the House 
and the Senate and probably get in the end something that nobody 
would agree to. That is all there is in it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It simply makes a distinction between railroads 
that does not seem to be very valuable. 
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Mr. LOGAN. That I have nothing todo with. The other House 
put the amendments on, and I would rather take the bill with the 
amendments than take the chance of not having the bill at all. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. All right; go ahead. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on concurring in the 
amendments of the House of Representatives. 

The amendments were concurred in. 


OVERVALUATION OF AUSTRIAN FLORIN. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Calendar will be resumed. 

The bill (8. 599) to refund excessive duties caused by extraordinary 
overvaluation of the Austrian florin in the year 1878, was announced as 
next in order. 

Mr. CONGER. That being reported adversely, I object. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. CAMERON. Perhaps some one who is not in the Senate now 
requested it to be put on the Calendar. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do not know of any one else except the present 
occupant of the chair who feels an interest in the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill goes over under objection. 

EUGENE WELLS. 

The bill (S. 504) for the relief of Eugene Wells was announced as 
next in order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let that go over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goes 
over under the rule. 

EFFICIENCY OF THE INFANTRY. 

The bill (S. 137) to increase the efficiency of the infantry branch of 
the Army was reported by its title. 

Mr. MANDERSON. I presume that will have to go over under the 
ninth rule. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Objection has been made by another 
Senator. 


OBSERVATION OF ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 


The bill (S. 1298) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to fit out 
an expedition to observe the total eclipse of the sun which occurs on 
the 29th of August, 188@ was announced as next in order. 

Mr. ALLISON. In the absence of the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
HALr¥]. I ask that that bill go over without prejudice. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You ought not to interfere with the eclipse of the 
sun. 

Mr. A LLISON. 
it considered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
sun. 

Mr. ALLISON. I yield to the Senator from Vermont, who thinks it 
ought to be passed immediately. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. 

Mr. McMILLAN. 
let us hear it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no report. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Instead of saying ‘‘the Navy t’? it 
should read “‘under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy.” I 
move to amend by striking out ‘‘Navy Department’’ and inserting 
‘Secretary of the Navy.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and 


I do not object, as the Senator from Vermont wants 


It would be a great pity to stop the eclipse of the 


Is there a report accompanying that bill? If so, 


MARTIN KENOFSKY. 


The bill (S. 1219) for the relief of the heirs of Martin cae aa 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pay to the 
heirs or legal re tatives of Martin Kenoisky 7 bs, 861 it in fall of all 
demands for and on account of the claim of Kenofsky for the prone 
derived from the sale of $4,992.50 of gold coin belonging to him and 
used in the service of the United States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report. 

The Secretory read the following report submitted by Mr. Frye, 
from the Committee on Foreign Relations, February 10, 1886: 


Your committee, to whom was referred Senate bill 1219, for the relief of the 
heirs of Martin Kenofsky, find a Martin inp, in ed: subject, was 
a resident of Grenada, in the State of Mississippi, in , See enca een of 


Union sentiments; that he el his 
$4,992.50; then started for Memphis, at that time 
was seized within the lines, his 

=e voy tin — verted into realizi ot By authority 
property e was con currency, au 

of military officers in command this money was alzng’ 

contrary to law and the s of the Treasury 


have been covered into the 

The claimant was ae in pursuie his remedy, commencing at once, 
in 1865, by application toe ar,and continuing without 
tion until his death in 1880, . Then his + relief, but 


Genel Hen cxthanties of te ‘and Orphans’ Home, of New Orieans, 
stances, © aut! ties e ome, 

and friends of the family then petitioned Congress for relief. No laches can be 
charged against the claimants. 
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The United States have had the benefit of this money; it was not justly ex. 
to confiscation; it should have been in the Treasury to-day, subject to the 
disposal of Congress ; and in the opinion of your committee, justice requires 
that, notwithstanding it was never covered into the Treasury, having been com- 
mitted to the use of the Army contrary to law, this moncy should be paid 1. 
the legal heirs of Martin Kenofsky, and they accordingly report back the bi! 
referred, with an amendment striking out the words “ eight thousand eight hun 
dred and sixty-one dollars,” in the sixth and seventh lines, and inserting i)- 
stead the the words “ four thousand nine hundred and ninety-two dollars 
and fifty cents,”’ with the recommendation that as amended it ought to pass. 


The bill was reported from the Committee on Foreign Relations wit} 
an amendment, in line 6, after the word ‘‘ of,’ to strike out ‘‘ $8,861” 
and in lieu thereof to insert ‘* $4,992.50.”’ 

Mr. LOGAN. It is stated in general terms, but I should like to in- 
quire where this man was attempting to go, whether to pass through 
the lines with his money, or whether he was intending to invest it— 
what he intended to do with it. If there is any information on that 
point I should like to have it. 

Mr. FRYE. The statements contained in the evidence on file were 
that this man had remained down at Grenada as long as he felt it was 
safe to remain there and that he sold out everything that he had, con- 
verted it into gold, and started for the Union lines, to get within them 
at Memphis, Memphis being then occupied by the Union troops, and 
that as he was entering he was taken prisoner, and the money taken 
away fromhim. General Washburne says in his letter dated Memphis, 
May 27, 1865, forwarded to the Secretary of War: 

I found Kenofsky in prison and in irons when I took command, and soon afi. 
released him and sent him out of the lines that he might return to Grenad: . 
Miss. Federal officers who were in Grenada in 1863 assure me that he showed 
our officers and men great attention, and officers now occupying the post of 
Grenada assure me that it is known that he was always a friend to our Govern. 
mt think he was roughly handied, probably more so than the facts would jus- 
tify. 

The money was used by General Washburne in part and by his suc- 
cessor in part, for the use of the United States Army, contrary to the 
rules and regulations then prevailing of the Treasury Department, as it 
should have been covered intothe Treasury. I see no reason why the 
amount of money which was taken should not be restored. The former 
report of the Committee on Foreign Relations was in favor of paying 
the $8,861, the value of the money in currency. 

Mr. VEST. How was it used in the military service? 

9 


y ? 
Mr. FRYE. General Hurlbut says: 


The gold, the amount of which I can not wee was sent under my direc- 
tion by Captain Williams to Saint Louis or Ch and converted into paper 
currency at proper premiums. 
My quarters were removed to Cairo; at that place the messenger i 
<0 to me the amount of United States notes the produce of the ex 


pee ‘amount was taken up by me and lias been lawfully used in the secre: 
service of the United States, for which I am at all times ready to account an: d 
display proper vouchers. 

That is General S. A. Hurlbut. This man’s money was used. 

Mr. VEST. That may be so, but to make the United States Govern- 
ment ible for the unlawful conduct of one of its officers, civil or 
military, on such a statement, without showing what the expenditure 
was for, would seem hardly to be justified on legal principles. 

He says it was used for the secret service. 

Mr. FRYE. Hurlbut says further: 


The annexed account will show the statement of this particular fund up to 
the 4th May, 1 ae I ceased to command the Sixteenth Army Co: 
The amount ,001, charged to Lieut. Col. W. H. Thurston, tant in- 
Seeks Army Corps, was left with him for use of my suc 
cessor in command of the corps. No successor was appointed, and that sum was 
paid back to me by him and expended in the Department of ‘the Gulf. 


Mr. VEST. How? 

Mr. FRYE. He does not say. 

Mr. ALLISON. Greatinjustice seems to have been done to this mau, 
who was endeavoring to get within the Union lines. It seems that the 
military officer there immediately put himinirons. Ishould think it 
was rather hard treatment for a Union man who was trying to get into 
our country — him in irons and take his money away from him. 
Then General Washburne, it seems, who had charge of this case, aiter- 
ward thought it wise under the circumstances to send the man back 
to Grenada, Miss. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Isthere objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? prrNo!” “Not’’} 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I reported this bill from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations during the Forty-eighth Congress. I examined the 
case with care and became satisfied the amount of money report’! 
in the bill then presented to the Senate should be paid to the heirs 0: 
Martin Kenofsky. It was a case of very great hardship. His mone) 
had been taken from himand had been used for the benefit of the Gov- 
ernment, but in violation of the law and Treasury tions. I do 
not there is any doubt at all but that the heirs of Kenofsky are 
entitled to that money. 

The bill was passed by the Senate in the Forty-eighth oe and 
went over to the House. and there by delay failed in its 

Mr. FRYE. The man and his wife are both dead, the widow ‘dying 
last and leaving seven littlechildren. They are now su , or were 
when this report was made by the Senator irom Iowa [ Mr. mem 
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orphan asylum in New Orleans; and there was a largely-signed 
7 ition from ao Orleans in favor of thisrepayment. Itseems tome 
that the United States, having used the money, can afford to let these 
children have it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I simply wish to say that as I now remember in 
the multitude of affairs that we have had, I was not able to concur in 
this report of the Committee on Forei Relations. I was under the 
impression that this man was a man who was operating, as it might be, 
on both sides of the line at that time; and I was not satisfied of his 
loyalty or the impropriety of his having been seized and his money con- 
fiscated. I donotmakeany point, if he was loyal and had this money, 
on the fact thatitdid not get into the Treasury. It was taken by mili- 
tary power. But I was not myself satisfied that this person at the time 
was otherwise than an enemy of the United States, coming into our 
lines for improper which led to his being put in irons by the 

ral in command; and then, when that general was superseded, his 
ing released and sent back into the confederate lines, instead of hav- 
ing been sent North, if he was then believed to have been a Union 


man. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. At the time of the arrest of Kenofsky and 
the appropriation of this money he was a subject of the Czar of Russia. 
The case was brought to the attention of our Government by the Rus- 
sian minister. It was considered in the War Department, and finally 
found its way into Congress and into the hands of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

The only proof in the case, as I remember it, tended to show that so 
far as y was concerned his sympathies and his actions were all 
entirely on the side of the Government, and that is supported by the 
statements of Union officers. But he was not a citizen of the United 
States; his money was taken in an unlawful manner and used unlaw- 
jae mae does seem to me that his minor children now ought to have 
the t of it. 

Mr. LOGAN. I would not deprive minor children or any other char- 
acter of children from that to which they are lawfully entitled. I 
asked what testimony, what facts, demonstrated the truth of this man’s 
assertion that he was coming to our lines for protection. 

It is very easy for Senators, who perhaps only get their knowledge 
from the facts which are presented to them here, to sympathize with 
these cases; but there are men on this floor on both sides who know 
that all over that section wherever the Army approached, wherever the 

of the country appeared, there were men who had not taken the 

of allegiance, who floated ‘‘ free jacks,’’ as the phrase was. That 
was acommon thing. I have seen hundreds and even thousands of 
them, I might say. Knowing what may come from the establishment 
of sach a precedent as this, I want to be certain as to the facts before 
I assist in returning the money, for if we are to pay for everything that 
is now considered to have been unlawfully done this Government will 
never be able to do it. 

I have known many persons who did not speak plain English com- 
ing into our lines, who were engaged in other pursuits than in aiding 
and assisting the Union Army, and many who did speak plain English 
who were similarly occupied, who were trading between the lines and 
professing friendship to whichever army happened to be in the closest 
to them; and so I am always suspicious of claims of this 
that in my travels through that country (and I was 
Mississippi a little) I failed to find loyal men. I heard 
f a many of , and I know many now claim that they were 

I not their acquaintance at the time the ‘‘ unpleas- 
antness ’’ was I know now they are all right enough, and 
they had to themselves they would have an immense army 
there would have been no necessity for our going down there. I 
them now, but I did not find them then, either man or woman. 
not pretend to say they are not all right now. I have not said 

ee the fact was as I have stated. These cases 
no me. 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS AND DEPENDENT RELATIVES. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The honr of 20’clock having arrived 
Chair before the Senate the unfinished business of yesterday, 

the (S. 1886) for the relief of soldiers of the late war honorably 

six months’ service, who are disabled and dependent 

their labor for support, and of dependent parents of soldiers 

died in the service or from disabilities contracted therein. 

B Mr. President—— 

ask unanimous consent of the Senate to take 

bill 503, Order of Business 638 upon the Cal- 

hich to the supreme court oe Montana Territory. 

protempore. Does Senator from New Ham 
yield for that purpose ? . 


McMILLAN. I ask the Senator to yield for the consideration 


bill. 

BLAIR. The Senator from Oregon asked i i 
band in me to yield for a like 
. us have the regular order. I object. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Objection being made on the right 
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of the Chair, the request of the Senator from Minnesota can not be en- 
tertained. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 


tion of the bill (S. 1886) for the relief of soldiers of the late war hon- 
orably discharged after six months’ service, who are disabled and de- 
pendent upon their own labor for support, and of dependent parents of 
soldiers who died in the service or from disabilities contracted therein. 


Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, the bill has already been before the 


Senate on two occasions, but has received very little consideration upon 
either. I desire to discuss its provisions for a short time, and, if there 
be no objection, before proceeding to do so I will call the attention of 
the members of the Committee on Pensions and others to » few verbal 
amendments which ought to be made in the bill itself. 


Since the bill was reported I have received many letters from soldiers 


who were in the first Bull Run fight, and who saw other active service, 
whose term of enlistment was three months, but who rendered valuable 
service, who were the earliest of the volunteers, and who feel hurt that 
they are not included within the terms of the bill as it now stands, which 
provides that the service must have been for a period of six months. 
I am satisfied, as I have been on former occasions, that the bill should 
provide for those who rendered not less than three months’ service; 
and I ask that a substitution be made in the seventh line of the first 
section, that the word ‘‘six’’ be stricken out andthe word ‘‘three’’ 
inserted. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. PALMER in the chair). The 


amendment will be stated. 


The SECRETARY. In section 1, line 7, after the word ‘‘of,’’ it is pro 


posed to strike out “‘six’’ and insert ‘‘three;’’ so as to read: 


For the period of three months during the war of the rebellion 


Mr. MORRILL. May iask the Senator from New Hampshire if that 


is done by the direction of the committee ? 


Mr. BLAIR. I have conferred with some members of the committee 


and I call the attention of other members to it now. 


Mr. MORRILL. It was not in the original report ? 
Mr. BLAIR. It was not in the original report. 
Mr. MORRILL. I think, then, the Senator had better wait until a 


quorum is present before moving such an amendment. 


Mr. BLAIR. I move a call of the Senate if the Senate is not ina 


condition to proceed with business. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hampshire 


moves a call of the Senate. All in favor of the motion will say ‘‘ay.’’ 
[Putting the question.] Thenoesseem to have it. The noes have it. 


Mr. MILLER. Ifthe Senator will call for the yeas and nays we 


shall secure a quorum in that way. 


Mr. BLAIR. LIunderstand. I know how the Senate is engaged 


just now. This is a mere verbal amendment, and if the members of 
the committee have no objection and a majority of the committee is 


resent—— 
Mr. SEWELL. I think there will be no objection to letting the 


amendment go over for the present. 


Mr. MORRILL. It should go over until the Senate is fuller. 
Mr. BLAIR. Verywell. Imakealike request in regard to the in- 


sertion of the word ‘‘ manual’’ before the word ‘‘labor,’’ in line 11 of 


the first section, which is an amendment suggested by the Senator from 
Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck], a member of the committee. 

I shall also make a like request, after the word ‘‘support,’’ at the 
end of line 11, to insert the words ‘‘or upon the contributions of others 
not legally bound thereto,’’ the same phraseology used in the second 
section, which treats of the dependent parents, and which should have 
been inserted in the first section. 

In the fifteenth line, after the word ‘‘ disability,’’ I propose to insert 
the words ‘‘and dependence,’ and in the twentieth line, after the word 
**dollars,’’ the words ‘‘ per month’’ should be inserted. 

In the tenth line of the second section, after the word ‘‘ laws,’’ the 
words should be inserted ‘‘ as modified by this section.’’ 

I think there should be added at the end of the fourth section the 
following clause: 


And so long as any person shall claim pension under this act he or she shall 
be held to have waived pension under any other provision of law. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I can not hear one solitary word, and I object to 
all these amendments unless I can hear what is proposed. 

Mr. BLAIR. They are not being made at this time. They are 
amendments which I propose to move. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh! 

Mr. BLAIR. I will ask the attehtion of members of the committee 
and of the Senate at this time to an amendment which may be offered, 
a new section to be inserted, as follows: 


The widow of any person who served in the military or naval service and was 
honorably discharged therefrom as mentioned in the first section, whoshall not 
have remarried and who shall be dependent upon herown manual labor or the 
contributions of others not legally bound thereto for support, shall, upon mak- 
ing due proof of the facts, under such regulations as may be prescribed by the 

authorities, be placed upon the list of pensioners of the United States at 
the me of $12 per month during the continuance of such widowhood and de- 
pendence. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
proposed to the bill will be noted. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, this bill is taken in all its substantial 
provisions from what is known as the Mexican pension bill of the last 
Congress, a bill which primarily made provision by a service pension 
for the soldiers of the Mexican war. Coming from the House to the 
Senate and being referred to the Committee on Pensions of the Senate, 
that committee moved as an amendment to it what was known in the 
last Congress as the Cullom bill. That Cullom bill had been modified 
in committee, so that its substantial provision was the same as Was 
discussed previously in the Forty-seventh Congress to a considerable 
extent, the purpose of it being to make provision for those soldiers 
of the war of 1861 who, not being provided for under existing pension 
laws, or who, being embraced within the provisions of existing pension 
laws, found it impossible or exceedingly difficult by reason of the death 
of witnesses or the destruction of testimony, documentary or other- 
wise, or for other causes without fault on their part, causes based upon 
misfortune, to establish their claim under existing law; so that all sol- 
diers who should have served in that war for a period of three months 
or more, who may have been disabled from any cause not occurring 
through their own fault, and who, whether that cause originated in the 
service or not, being thus disabled and further dependent upon their 
own manual labor for support, should receive assistance from the Gov- 
ernment to an amount in case of total helplessness not exceeding $24 
down to a smaller sum less than $24, according to the actual disability 
from which they were suffering. 

That amendment which was moved to the Mexican pension bill em- 
braved dependent parents, widows of the soldiers who might be de- 
pendent, and some other classes which are not embraced in the present 
bill. 

When this session opened there was introduced by the chairman of 
the Committee on Pensions the Mexican pension bill as amended with 
the provisions I have specified in the last Congress, and it was the desire 
of many membersof the committee, and I think of the Senate, that the en- 
tire bill with its multifarious provisions, coveringas it did nearly all cases 
of hardship or alleged hardship growing out of the pension laws actually 
existing, or actual hardship which was not embraced in any law—I say 
it was the desire of the members of the committee that that bill as a 
whole should be presented in this Congress and that action should be 
had thereon. But another plan was adopted, and so we have come to 
have in the present Congress a great variety of little bits of bills, a lit- 
tle in this, a little in that, and a little in another, and the whole pen- 
sion legislation which had been thus symmetrically arranged has been 
chopped up and divided about, and is scattered here and there and yon- 
der in the two Houses of Congress. 

The bill now before the Senate contains probably the most impor- 
tant features, not excepting the Mexican bill proper, which are found 
in any of them. I do not mean to say that it is the most important in 
the sense that it involves the largest appropriation of money should it 
become a law. By no means. 

The arrears-of-pension bill, which is one of those now pending, by the 
estimate of General Dudley, the former Commissioner of Pensions, would 
require at least $246,000,000 in order to adjust the claims which have 
been filed since July, 1880, and have been allowed since that time, and 
also the claims of those filed since that time, which in all probability, 
judging from what has been evolved from previous action of the office 
in such cases, will yet be allowed, the $246,000,000 by his estimate cov- 
ering, I say, the amount which will be involved in the enactment of 
that law to settle claims which have been filed since that time which 
have since been allowed, and those which in all human probability will 
yet be allowed by the office. 

This estimate makes no provision, of course, for the claims yet to be 
filed, whether the limitation upon the payment of arrears should be re- 
pealed or not. What amount would be involved in that case is purely 
one of conjecture, because the claims not yet having been even filed it 
is impossible that we should have any reliable data whereon to form a 
judgment. . 

The present Commissioner of Pensions, in reply to a call from the 
committee maderecently, has furnished aletter, which hzs not been read 
before the committee, for the reason that it was not received until last 
night—it has, however, come into my possession—in which he quite 
elaborately, and apparently with great care and ;food judgment, makes 
an estimate covering precisely the same cases which I have menti 
as was involved in the calculation of his predecessor, that the cost of 
the enactment of the arrears-of-pension law would be $222,000,000; I 
think that is the amount—less than$230,000,000. That, of course, asin 
any other case, does not cover the conjectural ground. 

Mr. VEST. I should like to ask the Senator from New Hampshire 
if, under the arrears act, as it is called, of 1879, we have not paid about 
$25,000,000 already? ; 

Mr. BLAIR. Perhaps the Senator does not understand me. 

Mr. VEST. I did not catch fhe Senator’s remark distinctly. 

Mr. BLAIR. We have adjusted all arrears of claims that were filed 
prior to July 1, 1880, which have been already adjudicated. There is; 
of course, a certain number—we do not know how many—yet unascer- 


































These amendments intended to be 
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rebutted. 
I shall find it necessary therefore to consider each point separately. 
Sect 


commence at death, discharge, or termination of prior title, 
were made prior to July 1, 1830. 





the amount required to pay arrears in ten thousand (esti 
$9,000,000 ; add to pay invalids, $75,468,300; total amount to pensioners on rolls, 


468 
whe state the amount likely to be required to pay arrears in cases still pending 
in this office will be to Sodicams 

It , however, be stated that on the 30th day of June, 1885, there were pend- 
ing in this 





May 13, 


tained, which will be alloved, of claims filed prior to July 1, 1880, that 
have not yet been adjudicited. The letter of the Commissioner I shal! 
insert in the RecorD: 


DEPARTMCNT OF TUE INTERIOR, PENSION OFrFrice, 
Washington, D. C., May 12, 1886. 
Sr: I have the honor to aci-r »wledge the receipt of your communication of 


the llth instant, transmitting a copy of Senate bill No. 35, and asking for a de- 
tailed estimate of the amount required to meet the payments necessary in the 
event that the said bill becomes a law. 


The proposition submitted is twofold. The proposed legislation will repeal 


the limitation as to the commencement of pension now imposed by the second 
section of the act ror March 3, 1879, and it will, secondly, repeal the pro- 
vision now found 

soundness in the adjudication of pension claims authorized by said act may be 


n the act of March 3, 1885, that the presumption of prior 


ion 2 of the act approved March 3, 1879, provided that all pensions shoul’ 


the application 


Since July 1, 1880,there have been allowed the following number of cases in 


which, by reason of said limitation, no arrears have been granted : Invalid, 46,867 ; 
=e, minors,and others, 29,558; the figures being calculated to June 30, 


Of the invalid allowances there were filed in 1880, 26,027; in 1881, 4,812; in 
1882, 6,189; in 1883, 5,678; in 1884, 3,351; in 1885, 810. 

If we fix July 1, 1865, as the average date of discharge and $100 as the average 
yearly rate, it will aoque that to pay the arrears in these cases it will require 
approximately the follo 


wing sums: 




















ae PEN TE 
When filed. | stoners. waaay Amount. 
26, 027 $1,500 | $39,040, 500 
a 4,812 1,600 7, 699, 200 
oi 6, 189 1,700? 10,521,300 
5, 678 1,800 | 10,220, 400 
ila shine eta orientate baltincnnaeeaadited bial | 3,351 1,900 | 6,366,900 
BEB... cccceveceaseoreecovecssrecsccovensceccoe sguecenverniandesouemneee 310 2,000 1, 620, 000 
Amount required to pay invalids now 
ON TOUS... .cc000seeeeeeee PSE ae meee seiioennnr-setetie-rncmoret 75, 468, 300 





The twenty-nine thousand five hundred and fifty-eight allowances to widows, 


minors, and others include the pensions to minors, against whom no limitation 
has run, as well as to de 
until the death of the 


dents-whose title did not accrue in many instances 
dier and of another person. 
In the ease of a widow the title will accrue at the death of the soldicr. It is 


difficult, therefore, to fix the dates from which to compute the probable amount 
to become due. 


Assuming nine years as the average period and $100 as the average yearly rate, 
mated) cases will be 


largely in conjecture. 


office 171,402 invalid and 61,582 widows’ and other applications. 
Assuming that 60 per cent. of these will receive favorable consideration, that 


the average arrears period will be eighteen years and that $100 will be the aver- 
age annual rate, the amount requi 


to pay these cases will be as follows: 
Sixty per cent. of 171,402 102,841 x $1,800=$185,113,800. 

Sixty per cent. of 61,582 = 36,949 x $900 = $33,254,100. 

But of the ing invalid cases 73,415 and of the pending widows and others 


26,656 were filed prier-to July 1, 1880, and, if allowed, arrears will be paid to them 
without regard to the pending legislation. 


To determine the net additional cost to the Government by the e of the 
resent bill, it is essential therefore that these be deducted from the toial nun:- 
rT of cases, 
Upon the same basis of allowances, the amount due in said eases will be as 


follows: 
Sixty per cent. of 73,415 = 44,049 $1,500 equalls..............cccceorsenrcereenee $66, 073, 500 














Sixty per cent. of 26,656 = 15,904 x $900 equals ............... ean 14, 394, 600 

From the total cost... ~~ sessesseere 218, 967, 900 

Ny Cc. Sd chntcptnccscrusinipsiehinenttccdtncctescconsnssieeden tinotesctebe Gedsee 80, 468, 300 

137, 899, 800 

Add amount to pay pensioners OM Polls, ..........cccc cecccccceeesseseneenenneenenes 84, 468, 300 
Additional total amount to pay pensioners and in claims already ies» 

DUR :.ansdececcnesunrdtnlaipsctinipeinabessttecsdvin web ecuvidiegeguenvenctetphsorsers teneveemensense « 222, 368, 10 


The foregoing estimates are substantially those submitted to the Committee 
on appease of the House of Representatives by letters from this office 
anuary 25 and Fe 5, 1886, addressed to Hon, SamuEL J. RANDALL, 
chairman of said committee, in response to a similar inquiry. I know of no 
ee : 

Your however. n its scope not only cases already 
rea thee ding in this office, but also those which have bee 
already rejected, as well as those which may hereafter be filed. - 
Up to June 30, 1885, there had been rejected 5. invalid claims and 45,55" 
idows’ and other claizs, all of which had been since July 1, 1880. E 
How many of these cases, will upon re-examination receive favorable consi:!- 
eration it is cable to state with any degree of accuracy. ; 

The repeal of the limitation will greatly stimulate the filing of cases, it is con- 
ceded, but how many will be filed and how many of them when filed will re- 
are entirely conjectural. . 
ee is the probable cost to the Government resulting from 

proviso contained in theact of March 3, 1885, that the presump- 
soundness in pension cases may be rebutted. = 

I should not be able to intelligently reply to this question without requiring 
an examination to be made in each of the invalid cases and 45,837 widows 

the rejected files of this office, all of which, have been filed 
and also 48,780 invalid and 33,217 widows’ cases also upon the 
all of which were filed prior to July 1, 1880, to determine the causc# 
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The magnitude of this work, as well as its impracticability, you will at onec 
appreciate. 
. Very respectfully, 


lion. Hexry W.BLair, _ ‘ 
irman Commiltee on Pensions, 
Adina De o United States Senate. 


Mr. CAMDEN. Can the Senator state how much was paid under 
the act for the payment of arrearages up to the time it went out by 
si BLAIR. I do not knowtheamount. Itisstated in some of the 
reports. It can be ascertained by a reference to the reports of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions. I have not examined the matter for a year or 
two: but it will not be difficult to find it. I do not care, however, to 
go into that matter at any length at the present time. I merely wish 
to indicate in round numbers something of the relative importance of 
these various propositions, considered from the pecuniary point of view. 

Mr. HARRIS. Has the Senator any estimate made by the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions or by the Committee on Pensions as to the probable 
amount of the drafts upon the Treasury resulting fromthe bill that hi8 
committee has re ? 7 

Mr. BLAIR. present bill? 

Mr. HARRIS. Yes, the pending bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. I will speak of that in a few momertts. 

But however the matter may be, the argument in favor of the pay- 
ment of arrears of pensions based upon justice and equity is one that I 
have never yet seen replied to. ‘The arrears-of-pensions act applies 
only to those soldiers who rendered service, contracted disability therein, 
and who had they applied for pension at any time since their discharge, 
and upon making due proof would have been entitled to receive it. It 
this measure (the arrears-of-pension bill) becomes a law soldiers will 
make application after the lapse of this great length of time, a lapse 
of time which, as we all know, results in very greatly increased difli- 
culty in the establishment of their claims by the necessary proof. The 

witnesses are dead, the documents are destroyed, and by reason of the 
lapse of time in the public mind and in the mind of the adjudicator 
there grows up an impression that the claim being stale may not be 
just. So that suffering under all these presumptions, lapse of time and 
otherwise, tlie soldier nevertheless finally makes out his case against 
an adverse adjudicator, against the Government which is to pay the 
money, and the judgment is rendered by the Government or its officers 

institself. Finally, under all these increased difficulties the claim is 
showed: and in the allowance of the claim what has been established ? 
The primary fact established under all these increased difficulties is 
that the man contracted the disability while in the service and line of 
duty, taat he has had all this time the right to a pension, not that he 
has failed to assert the right because he did not possess it, and by reason 
of the lapse of time he hopes to impose upon the authorities of the 
Government, and to obtain an adjudication by perjury and fraud. It 
is not that, but in spite of all these adverse conditions he has finally 
obtained a verdict by the Government against itself. 

Why, under these circumstances, should the Government come in 
and say that because this man who the Governments admits had a right 
all the while to has not claimed it, so that the Government has 
had during all years the use of his money—why, I say, should 
the Government be heard to say that this man shall be deprived of the 
principal as well as the interest which he has already given to the Gov- 
ernment? 

Such, sir, is the t as it strikes my mind, and the whole ques- 
tion is with me itted to this: It is one of choice, of discrimination 

many worthy claimants or different classes of claimants, and the 
q on of the enactment of such a law is to be decided not with ref- 
erence to the of the Government but rather to its ability at 
the time to pay. If there is to be any discrimination, if there is to be 
any question as to whether the soldier who has a just or equitable claim 
upon the Government for compensation is to be paid or not, if there is 
any question of that kind then it us for us to say who should be paid 
first, and where would be the greatest hardship if we fail to adjudicate 
favorably upon all the claims which may rightfully exist. 

It is only in that that any collision can possibly, in my mind at 
least, arise between who claim under the proposed arrears act 
against the Government and those who claim under such an act as the 


JOHN C. BLACK, Commissioner. 


portant just now to discuss them. 

pees Bo in fact all, cases of necessity are provided for to some ex- 
tent existing law except those soldiers who, having rendered serv- 
ice and contracted disability subsequent to their service without 
their and dependent and obliged to be assisted 


the greatest obligation for service actually re- 
who will be benefited by the bill 
now unfler consideration are men who rendered one, two, three, four, 
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and in some cases nearly five years of service, all the while on duty. 
They are the men who really put down the rebellion, rather than the 
men who died on the field or who were disabled. So that the actual 
service in the subjugation of the rebellion was not rendered even by 
the dead in battle, as it was rendered by the class who are embraced 
in the bill. 

I do not wish to be too prolix upon this matter, and so I will ap- 
proach the point suggested by the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HAR- 
RIS] as to the amount of money that would be involved in the bill if 
it should become a law. But before I come to that I wish to mention 
another point that had escaped my mind. All through the country, 
especially in the northern part of the country, and it is to some extent 
so in theSouth, are to be found men who put down the rebellion, who 
served throughout their terms, but who did notcontract disability or 
in whose case the disability did not appear during the term of service 
and who are now in wan). They are suffering for lack of proper relief 
at the present time. They are becoming disabled; they are dependent 
upon their labor. Somebody has to assist them. It is a crying want 
to-day. Those who can establish their claims under the existing law 
are receiving pens#ons. The men to whom the arrears-of-pension act 
would apply are prosecuting their claims under existing law, or have 
already received them; they are either receiving or expecting soon to 
receive relief from the Government. Whether the Government owes 
them in equity or in law the arrearsor not, they are for the time being 
provided for either in fact or in law, so they are not starving for help. 
They are not charges upon the charity of their friends or of the Grand 
Army or upon the ordinary pauper system of the various States. 
They are provided for against the exigency of hunger three times a 





day, of cold, and nakedness; but the men to whom this bill applies 


are not thus provided for. 

If now it be claimed that the condition of the national finances is 
such that we can not spend the $250,000,000 which are necessary to 
meet the requirements of the proposed arrears act, and that we can not 
increase the pensions of the various classes which are now being paid 
under existing law, but who do not consider that their pensions are as 
much as their necessities require—if such be the condition of the public 
finances and the capacity of the nation to endure taxation, what can 


any man say if we enactthis bill into law and by its provisions give to 
every man who is in need the support which he must necessarily receive 


from some source if we should deny it? 

Many soldiers of the late war come to us with claims for a service 
pension. Senators may remember that in the last Congress, if I recol- 
lect aright, between eleven and twelve hundred posts of the Grand 
Army besought the Government to enact a service-pension law with 


reference to the soldiers of the war of 1861, the same as was being en- 
acted for the soldiers of the Mexican war, the same that we did enact 


in 1871 for soldiers and their widows of the war of 1812, and as our 
fathers did for the soldiers and their wido ws of the Revolutionary war 
There is a strong tendency and demand on the part of the soldier 


element of the country for a service pension, aservice pension applica- 


ble to all the soldiers of the late war irrespectiveof wantand of necessity, 
which every one must see presents an astounding aspect so tar as public 
taxation is concerned. When this demand is made upon the American 
people by any classof men who served the Government, who protected 


our Treasury, who preserved to us the power of taxation and our form 


of national existence, when they make their demand upon us and we 
say to them we are not able to pay it, but that we will go further than 
we have hitherto gone and say that forthe man whois in anything like 
actual need, who is disabled not by reason of his own fault or crime, 
who requires help from somebody, we will tax ourselves and furnish 
that aid to the extent of his necessity. When we say that, it seems to 
me that that will be met by the soldier element of the country with 
an admission that onthe whole our proposition is fair, equitable, and 


ust. When it can be demonstrated that the country is in a condition 


to pay further, to pay the arrears which, as I have undertaken to show, 
are @ just claim upon the Government, let them be paid. If we can 
do so now let us doit now, but atall events let us take care of this class 
of meritorous claimants whose service was of the greatest importance 
and most valuable character, but who are now in actual want. 

The bill undertakes to reach that class of soldiers. It also under- 
takes to provide for the dependent parents of soldiers who have died 
in the service. Those are the two leading features of the bill. 

As to the cost which will be involved in the bill, that is very largely 
problematical. There are limits which we can fix, but whether it will 
be $20,000,000, $25,000,000, or $15,000,000 it is impossible for anybody 
tosay. It may be more than $25,000,000, but there is some data and 
it is as available to one gentleman as to another. It is as available to 
us as it is to the Commissioner of Pensions. 

From this data I think we can form a rational judgment. The late 
Commissioner of Pensions, in acommunication to Congress made upon 
this subject, estimated the number of soldiers surviving at between 
900,000 and 1,900,000. I think it is fair to assume that the number 
is not over 1,000,000. When we endeavor to ascertain how many 
would be embraced in the language of the bill, those who are disabled 
and who are dependent upon their manual labor for support, we are of 
course involved in great difficulty. I have satisfied my own mind 
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that when we have eliminated those who are in good circumstance, 
when we have eliminated those who are already upon the pension-list, 
who are a quarter of a million, and when we eliminate those who are 
claiming pensions under existing law, and those not dependent, not in 
any want, under the provisions of this bill probably about one-fourth 
of the million would be able to establish their claims against the Gov- 
ernment. I donot think it could at any onetime possibly exceed that 
number, for it is to be considered that before a claim is allowed to be 
paid at all applications must be made, clerical force must be provided, 
facts must be proven, adjudications must take place, and the right be 
established. I think at no one time under the operations of the pro- 
visions of the bill would there be more than a quarter of a million of 
soldicrs and others placed upon the pension-rolls. Possibly there might 
be more, but I think the probability is rather less than more. We are 
to consider that the pension-roll would be constantly diminishing, and 
there might be from time to time additions made to it, but with the 
uniform decrease in the future of the soldiers and their relatives I think 
there would never be more than a maximum of a quarter of a million. 

If we can assume that to be substantially true, and I do so in my 
own reasonings upon the matter, I shall proceed to consider some other 
points in the case which bear upon the general question of the probable 
cost of this bill if it should become a law. 

Mr. BROWN. Will the Senator in charge of the bill be kind enough 
to state before he proceeds to his next ppint whether he has made a 
calculation in accordance with his estimate of adding a quarter of a 
million to the pension-list, as to how much annually would be the ap- 
propriation needed hereafter to meet it? 

Mr. BLAIR. That is what I am now approaching. 

Mr. BROWN. Wehave lately increased the pensions by an act passed 
at this session. 

Mr. BLAIR. Iam not dealing with the increase to widows or tothe 
soldiers of the Mexican war. 

Mr. BROWN. Iwant to get at the entire amount of pension-money 
that we should have to appropriate, say next year, if we passed this bill, 


including those now on the roll and those who would be put on the roll 
under the bill. 


Mr. BLAIR. 
on, 

The report of the Commissioner of Pensions contains a table which 
shows the rates per month at which invalid pensions are now being 
paid for disability to the various pensioners. ‘There are of invalid sol- 
diers now upon the roll 244,201 names. This statement is made up to 
June 30, 1885, the period covered by the Commissioner’s report. There 
are 244,201 names in all. The table is as follows: 


I will give the Senator the data on that point as I go 


Statcment showing number of pensioners at different monthly rates, on the 
pension-roll Jans 30, 1885. 
















Number. | i Rates. Number. 
zF a eae eas obs MB ME ee 
DDD. .ccccenieipinitiibainieentitiel 1,260 | At $I... sevtenipeidingieand 1,598 
At $1 to $2... ceil 1 as gas t to » $20... ed 153° 
At 98........ 26,134 | At $20 1,328 
At = to $4 3,976 116 
TOR eieenngnes 60, 268 15, 020 
At M4 to % 2, 629 342 
t 3... 34, 639 7,927 
At $6 to $8 1,729 3 
t $8 ........ 44,775 135 
At $8 to $1 1, 806 2 
At $10.......... 9,297 36 
At $10 to $12... 612 oA 
At $12 nciesiialniatiiatin 15, 480 2 
as $12 to fit... 1, 184 4 
ilienebineits 3,413 ll 
At a4 to $15 38 834 
Sl mein 1,849 930 
rv ts to fic... ' 15 + 
At $16.. cocomeernerenor 4, 
At = bec aiiccitain seseee| 44 
At $17. 2,019 244, 201 


At $17 to $18... om oatiinornes “| 


I was 5 myself surprised, as sI doubt not Senators will be on perusing 
this table, to find how comparatively few are being paid at the higher 
rates. I had an impression, and I doubt not others have had it, that 
a very large proportion of the list was being paid at the higher rates of 

,ension. 

: Mr. BROWN. Willthe Senator pardon me for asking one more ques- 
tion? Is that statement made up so as to include the additions made 
by the act passed at this session, for instance, increasing the widows’ 
pension from $8 to $12 per month? 

Mr. BLAIR. I stated that this was taken from the Commissioner's 
report and came down to June 30, 1885. 


ate. I am now! 

what I believe will be 
who are to be pensioned in 
read comprises the invalid 
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isability; and the point of the table is to show even with these 
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rates possible, which may be up to $72, that a very large proportion of 
a - $24 and less and a very large proportion of them are even less 
than 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator will pardon me. WhatI wanted to c+ 
at is an estimate as to the probable amount of pensions to be paid next 
year in the event this bill should become a law. 

Mr. BLAIR. I will give it to the Senator before I get through. | 
am, in my slow, methodical but I think logical way, giving my rea- 
sons as I goalong. I shall try to show the Senator, as near as I can, 
the additional amount which I think will be required should the bi!! 
become a law; and I will also give the Senator, from the reports, the 
other data for which he asks, if he will pardon me for doing it a little 
later, 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly. I simply want to get at those facts. 

Mr. BLAIR. I have the data here, and will furnish all the evidence 
I can in that direction. 

Of the 244,000 invalid soldiers \ whose names are now on the roll al! 
of them, with the exception of 10,302, are at the present time drawing 
a pension at the rate of $24 or less. The first section of the bill which 
relates to soldiers provides that under its terms no more than $24 shal! 
be allowed for a case of total helplessness, which is a case that under 
the existing law will entitle the soldier to receive a pension at the rate 
of $72 per months and I ask Senators to note this almost fandamenta! 
feature of the bill, which so very largely limits the possibilities of the 
expenditure under its terms. 

Mr. PLATT. The Senatorsays that under the present law a person 
receives $72 for total helplessness. I wish to inquire of him if he is 
sufficiently accurate in that respect? As I understand it, those who 
were pensioned for such total helplessness as required the attendance 
of another person prior to June 16, 1880, get it, while those who have 
been pensioned from the same cause since only get $50 a month. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator is correct in regard to that. A bill is 
pending to remedy that defect; but my point is still the same. Tho 
highest pension which can be paid undgr the existing law is $72 pei 
month, and the great mass of soldiers pensioned receive $24 or less. 
That is the highest sum which this bill proposes to pay in any case 
whatever, for the reason that the disability may not haye been con- 
tracted in the s@tvice. ‘The chief object of the bill is like that of the 
Revolutionary pension act of 1818, to provide for those who must be 
provided for by somebody, and who should be chargeable upon the na- 
tion at large, which has received their service, if upon any one. 

Deducting, then, that 10,302 it leavesabout 234,000 invalid soldiers, 
whose rating is $24 or less. There are 15,020 at the rate of $24, and 
at various sums exceeding $8 and up to $24 there are 43,468. There 
are between $12 and $24, 16,293. There are between $8 and $12, 11,- 
715, and thére are at exactly $12 15,480. Then at $8 there arealmost 
45,000; at $6, almost 35,000; at $4 there are 60,000; at $2 there are 
26,000, and at $1 thereare 1,260. These ratings are all madeupon the 
examination of a medical board of the country, and even upon exist- 
ing ratings fordisability the great mass areat $8and belowthat. There 
are 60,000 at the rate of $4, and 26,000 at the rate of $2. 

This bill provides for cases of total helplessness—which is of course a 
condition requiring the attendance of one or more persons, an absolute 
incapacity not only to perform manual labor, but a condition requiring 
medical attendance and other attendance, one of continual and great ex- 

ly the sum of $24. The rate is by the terms of the bill to be 
fixed according to the proportion of disability, from total helplessness 
down; so that it will be seen that under the operations of the bill if it 
becomes a law the great mass of allowances to the soldiers would be $* 
a mouth or less. If we may assume that there are one-fourth of a mill- 
ion of soldiers who would be provided for under the terms of the bill, 
and also assume this to be a calculation quite in the direction of a too 
heavy expenditure under the bill, not one calculated to impose upon 
the public by a false estimate of the smallness of the expenditure— it we 
should, I say, make the calculation in the way I now indicate, I think it 
would be at least just to the Treasury. 

If weshould say of the two hundred and fifty thousand that one hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand be rated at $4 per month, the yearly ¢x- 
penditure would be $6,000,000; if fifty thousand at $8 a month, there 
would be an addition of $4,800, C00; if fifty thousand at $10 a month, 
there would be $6,000,000; averaging all between $10 a month and $24— 
if experience of the t can be any guide to us, there wil! b« 
at $12 per month, $3,600,000, which would make the total actual yearly 

iture under this clause of the bill $20,400,000, which I believe 
would cover it all. 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask upon what dats he 
estimates for a quarter of a million of persons under the bill ° 

Mr. BLAIR. That is my judgment about it. 


Mr. LOGAN. The bill anid only bring pensions to those whi are 
ae Leann, although disabled ? 
es. 


Mr. LOGAN. We have not over a quarter of a million of disabled 

sick, and disharged from hospital and every- 

thing else as pensioners, and I do not think there is any reason to |) 

that there would be any more than half the number stated by the 
Senator from New Hampshire. 
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Mr. BLAIR. A great many think as the Senator does. 

Mr. LOGAN. ‘The men whose applications for pensions have been 
rejected because they could-not prove that they became incapacitated 
on account of disease contracted in the service would come under the 
pil]; and men who have become disabled since the war would come 
under the bill. Those are the only two classes. 

Mr. BLAIR. That is all very true, and I remember an estimate 
made by the former Commissioner of Pensions, to which I shall refer. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not think it would be half the number men- 
tioned. That is only my judgment, of course, but I do not believe 
there would be. ; . 

Mr. BLAIR. I remember anestimate, Iam not sure that it reached 
the Senate in an official form, but aa estimate which was attributed to 
the late Commissioner of Pensions, to the effect that this provision as 
found in the former bill would not require an expenditure of over $12, - 

, 000. 
Or. LOGAN. That is what I understood. 

Mr. BLAIR. So far as the observations of the Senaior from Illinois 
are concerned, his knowledge of the condition -f the-soldiery of the 
country is better than mine. I would be especially anxiovs that no 
misrepresentation should be made to the Senate or to the country as to 
the probable expenditureunder the bill, and I have endeavored to make 
these calculations as I think in excess of what would be actually called 
for should it become a law. 

But this is to be considered, that the disability which I think is fairly 
covered by the bill is not merely one resulting from accident or from 
actual disease. It would cover a disability which grows out of or re- 
sults from increasing age, or from hardship and exposure, by reason of 
which a man hitherto able to do his full day’s work is able only to per- 
form alesseramount. Being dependent upon his manual labor for sup- 
port, if he can now perform only three-fourths of a day’s work, although 
there may be no positive disease about him and although there may 
be no loss of limb or severe physical injury, he ought under a fair con- 
struction of the bill, if it should become a law, to be allowed by the 
examining board for that diminution of his capacity to do the work 
whereby he gets his living. 

If he may do but three-fourths of a day’s work his wages are dimin- 
ished one-fourth, and he ougbt to be allowed one-fourth ofthe pension, 
I should say, which would be $6 a month. Perhaps that would not be 
estimate, but it should be such an adjudication in reference to 
the degree of total helplessness, which is $24 a month, as may he just 
and fair under the law. I believe that the amount which I ce »\xte, 
$20,000,000, is all the expenditure which the country will be su «ted 
to under the provisions of the bill. 

The Senator from Oregon [Mr. MiTcHELL] suggests that there will 
be a large percentage falling off every year. That is true, but at the 
same time will be growing older and more enfeebled, and for 
some years to come at least these will be placed upon the roll. There 
is not a very large number, I suppose, that is, large in proportion to 
the million of the surviving soldiers of the war of 1861 who are abso- 
lutely and wholly dependent upon their manual labor for support, but 
still there is a number when you speak absolutely, and I should 
not be all the beneficiaries under this measure came to the 
number I have mentioned. 

The law will reach another class that perhaps the Senator from 1.1i- 
nois did not in his own calculation embrace. It will giv> to all the 
men who have reallya disability contracted in the service but who have 
been establish their claims, whose cases are now lingering 
and have lingered some of them for ten or fifteen years, the option of 
abandoning their existing application and making new one under the 

course the remedy under this measure is slight to what many 
of them would receive if they were able to establish their claims by 


the existing law, but no doubt many men dis- 
and or ter sal and in absolute want will abandon the ap- 
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embrace the provisions of this act, for under the pro- 

it will only be necessary to establish the service, the 
and the actual disability existing at the present 
on the part of the applicant, together with depend- 
labor or the charitable contributions of others 
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of the bill which relates to dependent parents 
parents a pension who lost their sons in the service and 
dependent upon the contributions of others who are not 
for their support, whether they were thus dependent at 
the child sacrificed his life in the service of the country 
will be remembered by the Senate that such is the law at 
present time that the dependence upon the son must have existed at 
death. Otherwise, the parent is not entitled to receive 
aid of the Government. It seems to me that this is a most inequi- 
table condition of the law. 
There are a great many cases all through the country of parents who 
son they had, those who were their only prospective 
pats but yet just at a time were not depend- 
them. may have property, or physical capacity to la- 
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chase of their rights through the existing forms of 





that physical capacity, and who by the misfortunes of life have also been 
deprived of their estates as well and are now in abject want, with old 
age fast upon them. Many of them are very old, and dependent upon 
the pauper systems of their States for the means of life. The bill pro- 
poses not to reach the case of any parent who can establish the claim 
under a former law, but to reach the case of a parent who is in actual 
need, who sacrificed her boy and has no means of present support. The 
amount which would be called for under that class is problematical, as 
in the other case, but the number of dependent parents in the country 
as shown by the existing pension-roll is comparatively very small. It 
is very much less than that of the widows of the soldiers of the country, 
and I do not look upon that feature of the bill as one very likely to 
burden the Treasury. 

The Senator from Georgia [Mr. BRowN] made some inquiries as to 
the existing condition of pension expendituresasthe roll now stands. | 
read from the report of the Commissioner of Pensions coming down to 
June 30, 1885: 


There were at the close of the year 345,125 pensioners, classified as follows 
241,456 Army invalids; 78.841 Army widows, minor children, and dependent rela- 


tives; 2,745 Navy invalids; 1,926 Navy widows, minor children, and dependent 
relatives; 2.945 survivors of the war of 1812, and 17,212 widows of those who 
served in that war. 

There were added to the roll during the year the names of 35,767 new pen- 
sioners, and the names of 1,835 whose pensions had been previously dropped were 
restored to the roll, making an aggregate of 37,602 pensionersadded during the 
year. During the same period the names of 15,233 pensioners were dropped 
from the roll for various causes, leaving a net increase to the roll of 22,369. 

The average annual value of each pension at the close of the year is shown to 
be $110.36, and the aggregate annual value of all pensions is $38,090,985.28; an in- 
crease over like value for the previous year of $3,634,384.93. 

The amount paid for pensions during the year is $64,933,288.12; an increase in 
amount over the previous year of $8,024,690.52. It will be observed that the 
amount actually paid exceeds thatof the annual value of pensions several mill- 
ions of dollars, and this excess— 


And this it is important to know— 
and this excess represents the first payments of pension known as accrued in 
new pensicns, 

The first payment, of course, covers all the preceding time embraced 
in the application, and where the application was made prior to July 
1, 1880, it reaches back to the date of the disability, which under exist- 
ing law must have been contracted in the service, and covers all the time 
back to the war, unless it may be the case of a widow, whose pension 
commences at the termination of the primitive pension from which hers 
is derived—that is to say, her husband’s—and in that case she draws 
back to the death of her husband. That is the reason why what the 
Commissioner calls the actual value of the pension-list is increasing. 
It is based upon the amount that is drawn from year to year by the law 
as it stands, and excludes this excess drawn in the form of arrears from 
the date of application or date of disability contracted in the service 
down to the issue of the certificate and first payment. The Commis- 
sioner of Pensions further states: 

The amount paid to 37,839 new pensioners during the year upon first payment 
was $27,115,912.21, and there remained in the hands of the several pension agents 
3,677 of this class unpaid, in which there was due $2,243,567.4. 

The Senator from Georgia will observe that the Commissioner says 
the entire payment the Jast year, that is to say the amount due and 
appropriation required to be made, which was the Senator’s question, 
was $64,933,288. If the calculation which I have made, which as the 
Senator has seen I think I have endeavored to make honestly as large 
as it ought to be, is worth anything it would in its leading feature add 
to that $64,000,000 $20,000,000. 

I do not think that the clause relating to dependent parents can 
amount to more than $2,000,000 or $3,000,000 at most, that is parents 
who may be added by reason of the enactment of this bill into a law 
should it be passed. Probably it would be less than $3,000,000, prob- 
ably less than half that amount; but still, as I said before, no man can 
tell just how this will be any more than he can know how many peb- 
ple will die next year in this country. We can form some good esti- 
mate, a rational guess, so to speak, and we can fix outside limits be- 
yond which it is quite apparent the amount will not go; but it is as 
impossible for the Commissioner of Pensions to calculate with anything 
like mathematical accuracy as it is for any one of us. 

In the last Congress when we called on the Commissioner of Pen 
sions to make the calculation and give us the benefit of his judgment, 
he said he could not do it in a way to be held responsible, but he 
thought, as he made known in some way, I remember, that the amount 
would not exceed $12,000,000. During the discussion upon the Mex- 
ican pension bill in the last Congress in speaking of the probable or 
the maximum expenditure as it was in my mind under the proposed 
amendments which covered the disabled soldiers, the dependent par- 
ents, the widows, minor children, and some other classes, I said I 
thought the amount might be $50,000,000. I very likely estimated 
the sum too large. I had not then given the subject as much careful 
thought as I have done at the present Congress, and my estimate is 
very considerably diminished. I imagine that under this bill if it be- 
comes a law the increased expenses of the country in the way of pen- 
sions would be probably $25,000,000 a year, giving it in round numbers. 
I will detain the Senate but a little while longer, during which I wish 
to make a few general observations upon this subject. 
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The true object of the art of war is the defense of nations and of so- 
ciety; that is to say, the true end of war is peace. Those who engage 
in it assume its dangers and hardships, not from any special interest 
which they have in the result, more than others of their countrymen, 
nor are they under greater obligations to risk their lives for the com- 
mon good. One citizen is just as much interested as another in the 
preservation of lawand order; that is to say, of life, liberty, and prop- 
erty, and to contribute of these last to secure the establishment of the 
former and the integrity and independence of the nation to which he 
belongs. ‘Therefore, when for the common good, including of course 
his own, he renders a service, he becomesentitled to compensation from 
the whole body politic, of which he is a part, according to the degree 
of the service rendered or the nature of the injury suffered. Hence 
the laws of the land provide payment in wages and salaries for histime 
and labor, in camp and field, and pensions for wounds and disabilities 
contracted in the line of duty. 

Recognizing that every man is the special defense and support of his 
parents, his wife, and his children, the state, for whose defense he is 
called upon to risk the sacrifice of them all, assumes by taw and neces- 
sity the discharge of these natural obligations of the individual, in so 
far as he shall be rendered unable to fulfillthem. Thus it is seen that 
pensions themselves are but the payment or discharge of an orginal 
obligation which the soldier, as a member of society, was bound to per- 
form to himself or those who were dependent upon him, but which so- 
ciety assumes in order that he may render a still higher service by the 
devotion of his life even for the defense of all. 

True, it may be said, and is said, that pensions are a gift, and that 
they may be conferred, revoked, or wholly refused, even after service 
rendered and disability contracted, while the law expressly provided for 
them; but no one can seriously claim this, save upon the ground that 
if the nation becomes too poor to carry the burden of taxation, then the 
obligation may be repudiated; just as in like case the individual is 
discharged in bankruptcy so the state may refase from necessity to pay 
its debts. The pensions for which the nation provides, and which are 
so many of them still withheld through inadequacy of required proof, 
or imperfection in the laws or in their administration, are the natural 
and legal right of the disabled soldier, when surviving, or of his de- 
pendent relatives when for the common defense he has died. Any other 
doctrine, by whatsoever authority advanced, is a repudiation of the fun- 
damental principles of natural justice, and is subversive of the true 
interests of society. 

The claimant of such pensions is not a beggar; he is a creditor, and 
should be a preferred creditor of the nation. He holds the bond of 
his country written in his own blood.. He demandsa right, and to him 
is due the performance of a sacred obligation, and nota gratuity. And 
as it is the duty of the debtor to find and to pay his creditor, and not 
to put the creditor to endless and ruinous loss to establish his claim by 
interminable suits at law, so it is the duty of the state itself, at itsown 
expense, to ascertain and to meet at once all just claims for pensions, 
or at least to provide every facility for their adjustment, and to pay the 
costs when the claim is delayed in the process of adjudication. 

It is the duty of the Government to ascertain and to pay the pension 
to thesoldier justas much asit is to ascertain and to pay his wages while 
in the field. It is a practical denial of his right to throw obstacles in 
his way by interposing trivial or technical objections, or by depriving 
him of the right to employ competent counsel and assistance, in refus- 
ing fair remuneration for services necessarily performed in order to es- 
tablish his claim. 

The denial of the right to pay a reasonable compensation to counsel 
is a denial of the right to emply counsel, and the greatest evils and griev- 
ances under which the applicants for pensions have suffered and con- 
tinue to suffer, the worst horrors of the ‘‘ pension tragedy,’’ as the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAR] once so strikingly said, have grown 
out of the denial by the Government (denied to no other litigant, but 
rather protected by the most sacred provisions of the laws) to employ 
and pay a reasonable price for competent and honest counsel and assist- 
ance in the establishment of his claim. Hence the business has 
beyond the scrutiny of the community where public opinion can be 
brought to bear upon the merits of each particular case and upon the 
action of those who may be engaged in its prosecution. 

Too often dishonest or incompetent men defraud both Government 
and claimant, or life is worn out in heart-crushing, deadly delays. The 
upright and competent home counselor is the soldier’s best friend, and 
of the Government also; but such has been the law, enacted from the 
best of motives, that unless his services were nearly gratuitous, which 
as a rule he was unable to make them, the home counselor could not 
be employed at all. 

The dishonest and incompetent claim agent has been the consequence 
of the law. The chief evils of the system—the concentration of the 
business in great centers and the innumerable delays and frauds and 
failures, of which the ——- has reason to complain, and which con- 
stitute the most terrible and pathetic chapter in real life of which I 
have any kncwledge—are in oa paaeonag enters 
able upon two things: The the. right to 
a> deniahef tho att to ony de aoe aiaeet 
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close analogy as possible to the provisions of the common law in a)! 
those cases where, after a fair inquiry at its own expense, the Govern- 
ment sees fit to litigate the case as one of substantial doubt. In both 
these directions great and radical changes should be made in our sys- 
tem of pension administration. 

The Government, as the result of much effort and as a partial con- 
cession to urgent demands for legislation which should place upon the 
nation the burden of ascertaining its debt at its own expense, has in- 
stituted the order of special agents, who accomplish great good in pend- 
ing and long delayed cases by investigations on the spot where the evi- 
dence and the party are to be found; but the system is very imperfect 
and inadequate, and there is as yet no provision made by which a poo: 
and honest claimant can obtain an informal investigation into the va- 
lidity of his claim, such as would in most cases be sufficient at once for 
its decision, without compelling him to resort to the elaborate chan- 
cery of the system now in force. 

Under a proper system of informal preliminary investigation by 
competent person, instituted upon application made by the soldier or 
his dependent relative, or, better still, in advance of any application by 
the Governmentitself, I believe thata great majority of the worthy case: 
throughout the country could be disposed of within a year. Such facil- 
ities exist for obtaining reliable information by inquiry of reputable 
citizens of the vicinity, of the Grand Army, and in all such ways as 
enable business men to obtain the evidence upon which they act in 
their important affairs, that the Government would be in no serious 
danger of imposition or mistake; and even if there should be an occa- 
sional wrong it is better that the whole people should lose a little until 
discovery furnishes.a remedy by suspension, rather than this national 
crime of non-payment of just pension claims should be prolonged unt! 
they are settled by death. 

In our form of government it is sometimes difficult properly to )- 
portion the burdens of taxation among the people who are at the same 
time citizens of the nation and of the States, but there can be no doubt 
of the general proposition that the expenses and disabilities resulting 
from a war for the preservation of the nation should be borne by the 
nation. This principle has been fully recognized by the Government 
hitherto in the payment of wages, pensions, bounties, and the like, and 
the assumption of many of the expenses of the States in the raising, 
equipment, and transportation of troops to and from the seat of war. 
The nation has gone still further by the appropriation of the public 
money in special recognition of glorious actions on land and sea, and for 
all services even for very brief periods of time in great emergencies o! 
national life. Millions are even now yearly paid to the surviving sol- 
diers and their widows of the war of 1812, which ended seventy years 
ago, and this regardless cf any disability contracted in the service ani 
of any necessity of pecuniary assistance to the recipient. 

Whatever rewards distinguished and dangerous public service tens 
to promote patriotism and just pride if the preservation and greatnes 
of the country. It is wise to teach the coming generations that this 
Republic is not ungrateful and that our glorious institutions are wort! 
struggling and dying for. Ancient as well as modern nations have 
found it both necessary and noble to build monuments and expend thie 
public treasure in the commemoration of valor and virtue that the 
memory and manifestation thereof might not fail from the earth. 

But it is evident, on the other hand, that every man owes something 
himself to the institutions and laws which he finds already provide: 
for him at his entrance upon life, and upon the preservation of whicl 
he is dependent, the soldier as well as others, for all that separates him 
from destruction or the savage state. Therefore it is that the nation 
as a whole must not be held as matter of right to pay for mere glory, 
for service pensions or monuments, any further than it may deem to be 
consistent with the condition of the public revenues and the ability o! 
the people to endure taxation forother necessities of the public service. 

A service-pension bill, when providing only for the survivors of war, 
regardless of disability or necessity, has been opposed by men who, like 
myself, believe that the nation can not afford to pay money where ther 
is no want of money and no disability contracted in the service; but we 


‘have always sought to amend it so as to give pensions to all, and only 


to those who really required help in order to relieve them from the hard- 
ships of labor, and to give them in honor the comforts of life. For : 
Mexican pension bill like this I have always striven, and no man can. I 
think, after due consideration, say that the laboring masses of (!: 
country, who bear chiefly its public burdens, can be justly called upou 
to pay pensions to those who are not in need and would only add them 
to an already overflowing bank account. 

Besides, the principle, if admitted at all, must of necessity be apy! 
at once, or very soon, to the men of wealth and fortune who served in 
the war for the Union, and to those connected with them. Under svc! 

a law, I believe that at least a million of names would sooner or later, 
most of them at once, become entitled to be placed upon the pension 
roll. Such a law would increase the public burdens not less thn 
$100,000,000 a , and would be liable to break down greatly the 
whole tl acmiaie Dae for disabilities with the rest. In my 
judgment no wise friend of the soldiers and of their dependent r'a- 
tives can labor to promote the of such a law. 

alison tpceabais lities contracted in the service, pay 
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to every soldier, who, after any considerable period of actual service or 
liability toservice, was honorably discharged, or deserved to have been 
can discharged, and to his dependent parent, widow, and child, 
whether he 


thing? You take nine out of ten that get a pension, they are able to work, and 
there is thousands that can’t work or have not been able to work since the war 
that can not get a pension no way they can fix it. I know of several men that 
are entirely disabled, and have been ever since the war, and because they are 
poor they keep them out of it. One fellow in particular, and he served all 
through the war and he has spent quite a lot of money to go and be examined 
and everything. No favorable, and he waited three years and heard nothing 
from it until some friend took hold of it and they found the papers had never 
been sent on to Washington. I served three years and ten months. If they 
would pass a law so that each soldier could get a little it would be the right way 
to do business. Give them $ from the close of the war, if nothing more. I 
would be satisfied with 75 cents this morning; that would feed me for one day. 

Please answer this'in some way,if you do not send more than a blank piece 
of paper. 

Yours, with respect, 


was disabled in the service or not, an honorable pension 
according to disabili and need, not the result of his own folly or 
Less than this justice will not withhold; 
more than this she can not give. Public duty and national honor de- 
mand only this; nothing less nor more. Of the ability of the nation 
to pay what by this rule justice requires there is no dispute, nor of the 
further fact.that national taxation filling so largely upon luxuries is 
much more easily borne than that imposed by the States or voluntary 
contributions from sources which now supply the wants of soldiers and 
their dependent friends. Y ‘ : 

The question whether assistance shall be given in the form of pen- 
sions to those soldiers and their dependent relations who are in need 
of relief is only the question who shall bear the pecuniary burden. 
Shall the soldier suffer for the want of relief? Can his friends and 
relatives, generally as poor as himself, provide for it? Shall the un- 
certain charity of the community be depended upon to supply this con- 
stant and ever-increasing demand? Will you turnover the soldier to 
the tender care of the pauper systems of the States? Shall the Grand 
Army, com so largely of the very men who by reason of advanc- 
ing age decreasing productive powers require the aid, continue to 
tax themselves to support each other? The Grand Army can not much 
longer march under its increasing load. I believe that as many sol- 
diers with their dependent relatives are to-day receiving aid from these 
various sources or suffering for the want of the common comforts of life 
as are now assisted by pensions from the nation. 

The burden exists; the want is a great fact, and is manifested in the 
form of deprivation and suffering, or itis met by the sacrifice and charity 
of individuals and communities—by the pauper system of the State or 
by the Grand Army of the Republic which has so largely hitherto per- 
formed the great work, and which, in the nature of things, it becomes, 


WM. W. WILBER, 


Stamford, Conn. 


Mr. Buair 


Swistrow, Ono, March 26, 1886. 

Dear Sir: Please have the pension bill that you reported passed as soon 
as possible. Please cal] it in morning hour of the Senate Monday morning 
next, without fail. This is the kind of a bill that ought to have been passed a 
long time ago. It is a shame and disgrace that twency-three years after the war 
has closed thousands of soldiers have to go to the poor-house just because they 
can not comply with the red tape of the Pension Office requirements under the 
existing laws. Do not fail to press this bill at once, and please make this move 
on Monday morning without fail, as this is the most important bill before the 
Senate, I think, and should be passed at once, as no time isto be wasted if you 
want this bill to become a law. 

Very respectfully, a friend of the soldiers, 


JAMES M,. CURTIS, 
Hon. Senator Brain. 


E.noy, W1s., March 26, 1886, 

DEAR SENATOR: Your endeavor to recognize the services of men who during 
the civil war were there and who afterward through accident became crippled 
is indeed a meritorious one. 

I have been acripple since three years after the war,and am hobbling through 
the world with ali the disadvantages that would have obtained had I met with 
the loss (a leg) during my three years of service. 

I only see one thing in the bill that I feel is wrong. Ithink pension should 
date from disability instead of application because other pensions do, and if this 
act is just now it would have been just at the end of the war. 


with every passing year, less and less able to carry on. 

The question proposed to the country by this bill, in behalf of the 
soldiers of the war for the Union, is this: Shall the nation, which, asa 
nation, received the benefit of their services and sacrifice, and which by 
reason thereof, with all her unbounded resources, exists to-day—shall 
the nation, as anation, perform this great duty which is not now per- 
formed, and which must be performed by somebody in some way, or 
untold suffering is to follow, because it is left undone—shall this rich 
nation take care of the preserversof its own life? That is the question. 
It must be answered. Inaction is the worst answer, for it paralyzes all 
other sources of help. It grows more pressing every day. 

Once the American Senate has answered ‘‘ yes.’’ 

What shall be its reply to-day? 

I wish, Mr. President, to add one or two things more. I have here 
quite a list of letters, which I selected from a great mass, and which, 
if there is no objection, I will ask leave to have printed in the Recorp 
that Senators may examinethem. Theyare not numerous. They are 
rather i of a mass of others received, and they tell the story, 
the sal from the standpoint of the soldier himself. I think, as evi- 
dence coming here from the people themselves whose rights and inter- 
ests are concerned in this bill, the Senate will find it worth while to 
examine them as they will find them in the Recorp: 


PEEKSKILL, N. Y., April 27, 1886. 
Sie: I trust you will pardon the liberty I take in asking if the bill presented 
Congress 


in this session, granting pensions to the dependent parents of the 
soldiers of the rebellion, has been passs.'? 


lama mother—widowed and Jependent. My only son, on whom I 
depended and rt in my declining years, volunteered, on the Pres- 
Frese . ry enero ao ees en Serientennes, 

pany }; promot r to be captain Company G, Nint 
Regiment New York olunteers ; was wounded at batuis of Antitaa: served 
his and was honorably discharged, and returned with health broken 


1868. 
Tam now nearly sixty-nine years of age, and unable longer to work for my 
own and am therefore entirely dependent. 
Will you please let me know if there isa law granting me a pension, and 
can met, 


Senator Barr, Senate, at Washington, D. C. 


Mrs. 8. WILLITS. 


LAWRENCE, KANs., January 5, 1886. 
Str: Would like to call your attention to the fact that there are thou- 
of soldiers of the late war who have become disabled since their discharge 
ft nn ee exposure while in the service who have no 
of contracted in service. All have alike placed 
life health ,and it seems to me that this Government is 
1 as to provide for the necessaries of life for him who 


d since the of his term of service as though such 
received in actual service 


ask of you to give this a careful thought, and 


phen he Rian act Tieden that you introduce a bill to pension all 
/ no matter when such disabilities were received, pension to 
date from date of such disabilities, and that you endeavor that it become a law 


femmes, Yom ob 
, your obedient servant, 


A. le 
Hon, J.J. EBERHARD 


Hels 


E 
5 


Aj 
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Risse BawK, Cons., April 17, 1886. 


Sm: Why do they not pass a pension bill so that all soldiers can get some- 

















There is but a handful of us that the act will benefit, and no one could object 


to dating from disability because of cost to Government. 


Your obedient servant, 

T. P. WENTWORTH, 
Lt. Company H, Twenty-first Wisconsin Volunteers, 
Iion. H. W. Biatr. 


I served about four years in the late war, and although my clothing was cut and 


skin burned many times by the rebel bullets, yet I received no wound that 
would entitle me to a pension; and I had also served one and a half years in 
the Mexican war with like results; and when discharged from the late war my 
health was completely brokendown. [am now sixty years of age and not able 
to work atanything. For the last fifteen years I have held the post-office at 
this place, to which I emigrated soon after the war. The office, together with 
a few goods to sell, has made mea living; butnow in my old age to come under 
the Democratic ban of offensive partisanship and have to step out, and not able 
to work, I very naturally look to you, &e. 


J.M. WADDELL, 
Ex-Postmaster, Deerfield, Mo. 


Exrosrrion BouLEVARD, New ORLEANS, LA., April 22, 1886, 
My Dear Sre: I have been watching with interest your efforts in behalf 


of invalid soldiers. I belong to that class who made “no hospital record.” 
Although sometimes sick and racked with pain I was too stubborn to report 
on sick-list or to be taken to the hospital. [ have suffered from rheumatism 
since 1863. Served in the Fourteenth and One hundredth Ohio Infantry from 


April, 1861, to July, 1865. Have been practically helpless since 1876, and unable 


to walk a step in thirty months; legs and arms are bent badly; hands and feet 
crippled. Applied for pension No. 506631, Now stand rejected. 


I have no means of support, and rather die than have to ask for private aid, 


when my Government should care for all such as JI. Have written to Senators 
Collum and Conger, also several members of the House. 


Curtis & Burdett, Washington, D. C.,are myattorneys. Thanking you kindly 


for your aid, I am, dear sir, fraternally yours, 


JOHN EASTWOOD. 
Hion. Hexry W. Biatr, 


Washington, D. C. 


Senator BLain: 
Dear Sie: In the pension bills before Congress is there any provision for the 


aged and widowed mothers of soldiers and sailors of the late war who left or- 


phan children? 

I have no doubt there were many parents left entirely destitute by the death 
of their son, because there was a widow or children to come before them. 

i think such were entitled to some consideration. There was no help forsuch 
but the alms-house or the charity of friends that took compassion on their con- 
dition. Ii know of one case where the only son and only support of his aged and 
widowed mother was killed. She was left entirely destitute at seventy years 
ofage. There has been nothing provided for her because there were two orphan 
children to draw the pension showed by the Government, which expired in 
1869. That aged mother has been cared for and supported by an unmarried 
daughter, who has had to labor for a support for both her mother and herself. 
The mother is now over ninety years of age; her daughter far advanced in life 
and in broken health. I Co not believe this a singular case; there are many 
such, and I think our Government that has been so liberal to those who lost by 
the war shouid not forget such cases as I have stated. If the laws do not pro- 
vide for such mothers, could a pension be allowed by special application to Cone 
gress? If it can, please reply, and direct what course to pursue. 

Verr respectfully, 
Miss FRASER. 

Marioy, Wayse County, New York, April 22, 1886. 


PORTLAND, OREG., February 2, 1886. 
Sim: Soldiers of our late civil war, who served three years and were then hon- 
orably discharged,and veteran volunteers who were honorably discharged at 
the of the war, now have great difficulty in obtaining a pension, though 
according to law entitled to one, especially if their regimental surgeons are 
dead, Gall many of them noware. These soldiers have not the advantage of their 
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disabilities being recorded on the rolisand retarns of their respective companies, 
as those that were discharged for disability have. 

Congress should grant them some relief, even if all who served three or 
more in the Army and Navy during the civil war should receive a pen . Are 
they not as deserving as any whom it is now proposed that Congress should 
help 

Ceasean volunteers who were promoted from the ranks lostall of their bounty 
not then due, and if one of them now receives a pension for a wound received 
prior to his promotion, it is as an enlisted man; thus, where a part of his bounty 
could be withheld he was an officer, and when his pension can be diminished 
he is an enlisted man. Is that right? 

Respectfully, 
WILLIAM 8. McCREADY, 
Veteran Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry. 
Hon. Henry W. Biatir, 
Washington, D.C., United States Senate. 


Swanzey, N. H., April 16, A. D. 1886. 

Dear Six: Five years have now clapsed since I applied for a pension for dis- 
abilities contracted while in the war of 1860-65. I have proven all that I have 
been requested to. I enlisted by the name of William Baxter, my right name 
is David Aldrich. I have not seenamemberof my regiment or com y since 
our discharge on July 11, 1865, but have procured evidence of two my com- 
rades, enlisted men, and ‘also the first sergeant of said company 

P. 8.—My proof what I have furn has been strong indeed. I have re- 
quested the Commissioner to favor me with a reply in regard to a letter I sent 
some four weeks ago for more evidence, if required to furnish more, in orderto 
facilitate an early settlement, for | am poor and not able to do a day's work 

P. S.—Drar Str: My last evidence sent to the Pension Office and valled for in 


regard to identity from the first sergeant of my com y. 
P, 8.—I can not find a commissioned officer or addressesof them. I have been 
adv ised by friends (to]apply to you, dear sir, as being a soldier's friend, and would 


assist them. I am sorely in need of the pension of which lam justly entitled. 
And now, dear sir, Ishould esteem it with feelings of everlasting gratitude and 
kindness to favor me in this. 
Yours, very truly, 
DAVID 8. ALDBICH, alias WILLIAM BAXTER, 


Swansey, N. H., P. O. box 78. 
To the honorable Senator H. W. Biarr, 
Washington, D. C. 


{Extract from a newspaper. |} 


And now yet another pension bill has been reported favorably by the House 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, namely, to increase the pensions of all those 
who lost a limb below the elbow or knee to $30 per month ; above the elbow or 
knee, $36; and at the shoulder or hip joints, $45 per month. 

First came the “ widdies,” bless their hearts, for an increase from $8 to $12, 
and now come the armiess and legless tegion for their increase. 

And just here athought strikesme. Is a soldier who perhaps has lost an arm 
or a leg really much worse in regard to aapreaes than one who lost his former 

robust health while wearing the blue and has been lingering in suffering and 

misery for the past twenty years with —— the chronic diarrhea, dysentery, 
piles, the various forms of rheumatism, &c 

To the man minus an arm or leg many anaes are open, pro- 


vided his general heaith is good,and many a one now receiving a round 
pematen Hine Lees ae SESNND HARD Selene ae eee sales- 
man, 


But who wants the utterly broken-down old soldier, who, with tottering steps 
and trembling tongue, asks foremployment? Who wantshim? Noone. 

There are hundreds—yes, thousands—to-day 
life by reason of suffering through one of on noon many con 
in the service, who are mere wrecks of their former selves, and who are draw- 
ing but from $1 to $6 per month. 

These men are not able to do a good day's work on account of their disabili- 
ties, and I have thought it would surely be in order not to overlook them, and 
if this increasing business still continues, why give them the benefit of it too. 

The widows of the men who “ fo’ died ” for our common coun- 
try are + foam eae. but give t living husbands of some of the future 
widows “a show for their white alley.” 

If the soldier who now receives but $2, $4, or $5 per month dies from the effect 
of his disabilities, his widow will draw per month. Consequently, =, not 
now ove the same to the old soldier while he is yet alive and kicking? He who 
did ating is surely entitled to as from the Government while living 
as his widow would be entitled to at his +" 

pensions. There 


There is too much discrimination made in this While one: 
is no equalization in the manner it is granted. wer ot ewennnaege 
to keep him in comfort and above want, another, whose disability perhaps is 
much greater, gets barely enough to pay ‘for a little ae now and then. 

I hope some of our Congressmen who are championing the soldiers’ cause 
will think of this, and act upon it,and endeavor to procure for all soldiers en- 
titled = ita more uniform pension. 

ours, 


E. G. B, 

Mr. BROWN. Before the Senator proceeds further-—— 

Mr. BLAIR. Iam nearly done. 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator will excuse me for asking him one more 
question. The Senator isremarkably well informed on the whole mat- 
ter of pensions, Isee. Has he data at hand which will enable him to 
state to the Senate how the pensions we already pay to the soldiers of 
the late war and the pensions proposed by the bill now in charge of the 
Senator compare with the pensions paid by the leading powers of Eu- 
rope, say, for instance, Great Britain, France, Germany, and Russia? 

Mr. BLAIR. Iam’ not able to state the pensions which they pay. 
Great Britain provides a home for every soldier of her army. He is 
never permitted to want. As to the amount of m that may be 
given, I do not know. I have not data on that point; but in ancient 
and in modern times all great nations have cared for the soldiers upon 
whom their defense depended. 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to stato that I am willing to vote asliberally 
and to goas far in our soldiers as any other enlightened 
power on earth goes, and—— 

Mr. BLAIR. I trust the Senator would be even disposed to do more, 
because we value our institutions more highly than those of any for- 


eign power. 
Mr. BROWN. The Senator took the words out of my mouth. I 
a 
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“had gone, but I think there 


ought to be some limit, that the burden on 
the tax-payer should be considered, and I want to get at the fact whether 
the limit should be here or where it should be. 

Mr. BLAIR. This bill proposes no new idea. It stops this side of 
— Mexican pension bill, of which the Senator is a very earnest adyo- 


i BROWN. Lam. 

Mr. BLAIR. SoamI. The Mexican pension bill enacted into law, 
as it is presented and agreed upon Congress after Congress, would 
have placed on the roll several millionaires, several men who were mem- 
bers of Congress, men who were in no more need of a pension than the 
railroad magnates of the country. In 1818, as long ago as that, ou: 
fathers, in their poverty-stricken and crippled condition, soon after the 
war of 1812, before prosperity had revived, and when they were hard|y 
able to support their own families, enacted a law which gave a service 
pension to every officer and soldier of the Revolutionary war who was 
in need of help from his country. 

Mr. HOAR. Thirty-five years after the war ended, was it not ? 

Mr. BLAIR. Thirty-four years—perhaps thirty-five; from 1783 to 
1818 is a calculation easily made. In 1832, only fourteen years latcr, 
they gave a service pension like that proposed in the Mexican bil! to 
all officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary war, irrespective of ne- 
cessity, and their widowsas well. That was astep beyond the provision 
of this bill, and this bill, the Senator will observe, stops a long way 
this side of the Mexican pension bill. It only undertakes to provide 
for those who must be provided for by somebody. It adds nothing to 
the public burden or to the burden of maintaining the soldier. Either 
his relatives or his friends, the local community, the pauper system of 
the State, or the great organization known as the Grand Army, which 
undertakes to care for every soldier having an honorable discharge w)i0 
belongs to its membership—and others also as well—some of these agen- 
cies or private charity must afford thisrelief. This bill only steps in to 
furnish relief to him who is disabled to some extent to earn by manual 
labor his daily bread; it only proposes to give to him when he is depend- 
ent on that labor enough to make up the deficiency occasioned by his 
disability ; that is all. 

Here is no increase of expenditure. Just as much money comes out 
of the American people as a whole in one case as in the other, and the 
theory of the bill is that this man having rendered service, according 
to the way which I have endeavored to describe in the earlier part of 
what I had to say, shall be helped by the nation to which he has ren- 
dered this great service rather than fall back upon the unreliable re- 
sources which I have named. 

Mr. BROWN. I callattention to the fact that the case as between 
the Mexican soldiers and the soldiers of the war for the Union is not 
exactly similar. 

Mr. BLAIR. Certainly not. 

Mr. BROWN. The Mexican war had terminated twelve or fourteen 
years before the late war commenced, and the Mexican war sol<icrs, 
therefore, as a class, are a great deal older; and a great deal larger 

of them are dead than of the Union soldiers. 

Mr. BLAIR. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWN. If it was as long a time since 1865 assince the Mexi- 
can war terminated there might be good reason for saying we ought to 
pension everybody who served in the Union Army. 

Mr. BLAIR. That is not what this bill undertakes to say, and the 
Mexican pension bill does undertake tosay jast that, that everybody wh 
served at all, irrespective of necessity, shall receive a pension. This 
bill only undertakes to discharge a burden from the national coffers that 
must be borne by somebody, and although the period of time is not 

> ia as great as that which between the Revolutionary war and 

the legislation of 1818, nevertheless, when we take into conside atiou 
iveability of the nation in 1818 to make that contribution aud 
the ability of the nation to-day, with overflowing coffers, to take care 
of these mea, I think the Senate will admit that we are rather tardy in 
zing theobligationascompared with the action of our forefather. 
I have no doubt the time will come—and I alluded to the danger that 
there may be pressure which will be difficult to resist, and it may come 
very soon—to place all the soldiers of the war for the Union on the saiic 
footing as it is proposed to place these of the Mexican war; that is, 
give a service pension which will carry at least a million names onto 
the pension-list, whereas this bill proposes to place there only one- 
quarter of that number. 

I think it is aconservative bill. I think it is a bill which might be 
favorably considered by our friends on the other sid® of the Cham)«r 
who will not at this late claim that they received any less benctit 
from the efforts of the sol in the war for the Union than did we 
of the North. I think they will admit that the unity and integrity o! 
the country which these men preserved to us all has been to them «- 
great a benefaction as it has been to that section of the country where 
these men mainly live and whose army they constituted. I think this 
ob is one that all Senators from all sections of the Union w'!! 
be , upon reflection, to , and I trust they will consider 
the bill as a conservative bill, for I assure Senators that it is not a difli- 
cult ee eee en of our = , 

not remote when every department of this Government wil 





—— 


a ae a ot 


—_ cp. 2 am eee oe Oe luce ee Ue CO le ee eee ok le 


tae ee aE a ee ae Ue ee en ae 2 oe 





1886. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 4AAG3 











be again in the control of the men who were dominant from 1861 to | disabled, and whoaredependent upon theirown laborforsupport. There 
1885. Should that be the case and taxation continue, as it must be | is no report from the committee accompan ing the bill. There is no 
imposed upon all parts of the country alike, they may find in the South estimate, so far as I am advised, of the number of soldiers now living and 
as in the North that there is an increase of expenditure growing out of | not drawing a pension from the Government. There is no estimate of 
the fact that there is a general service-pension law providing for the | the number that this bill, if it becomes a law, will add to the list. 

expenditure of five or six hundred millions to commence with, and a There is no estimate of the additional cost per annum for which it will 
permanent increase of one hundred and fifty or two hundred millions | be necessary to provide. We are asked by the committee to vote with 
to the pension-roll with which the financiers of the country will be | our eyes closed as it were for a bill that confessedly involves a vast out- 
obliged to grapple from year to year. lay of money; but whether the sum required will be twenty-five or fifty 

But when you enact a law of this kind, to this demand you can say | millions of dollars annually, we donot know. Whether or not our pres- 
‘we have by our legislation provided for every soldier who needs any- | ent receipts will be sufficient to pay the ordinary expenses of the Gov- 
thing,’’ and what has the soldier tosay? Shall we tax the common | ernment, the interest on the public debt, and meet the additional cost 
people of the country, as poor many of them as the soldiers themselves, | of this bill, or whether it will be necessary to levy additional taxes, we 
to give money to those who do not need it, whether they who bear such | are not informed. : f ; 
taxation were soldiers or not? ‘That is the reply which might well be It is true that the Senator from New Hampshire has given us an es- 
made. Many of them will be benefited under the Mexican bill to | timate that in his judgment it will not cost exceeding $25,000,000 per 
which I propose to make no more factious opposition; indeed I have | annum, but he admits himself that that estamate is vague, indefinite, 
never made factions opposition, but opposition based upon sound prin- | and not satisfactory to his own mind. He admits also that that does 
ciples, of opposition to payment by taxation to any man not disabled | not include pensions for the widows and minor children of soldiers who 
in the service and who needs no help, but it has been pressed so‘inuch | have died from causes other than wounds or disease that they con- 
and so long that I am willing it shall go through as soon a8 it can be | tracted during the war. 
reached, according to the original terms, and then you have a service But, judging from the number who are drawing pensions on account 
pension for Mexicaa-war soldiers. It is not worth fighting about any | of being disabled during the war, and by the time that has elapsed since 
longer. Let them have it, though I think it is an abandonment of a | the war closed, and considering the exposure to which they were sub- 
great principle, and I am not yet willing to see that principle applied | jected, I think it safe to say that within two years from the passage of 
even to the soldiers who preserved the country in its integrity at pres- | this bill fully 95 per cent. of the surviving soldiers of the war will be 
ent, because I do not believe that the national finances as yet could bear | able to prove that they are disabled and dependent upon their own 
the strain. “ labor for support, and will be claiming a pension from the Government. 

I am willing to see the nation, as soon as it properly can, and im- | I heard this morning one prominent Republican member of this body 

mediately if it is able, undertake the payment of the arrears of pen- | estimate that within one year 99 per cent. would be able to make this 
sion, because that is a debt absolutely due, and by delaying it the | proof if this bill became a law. Pit iy. 
country has benefited already very largely. But, as I said before, I do From a petition to Congress by the Citizens and Soldiers’ League I 
not believe that we can safely incur the danger of aservice-peusion law | copy the following paragraph, which shows that the petitioners think 
which would add a million names to the pension-list, not now atleast, | alkare disabled. The petition says: 
but the time will come after many of these men have passed away, And thatas it isaself-evident truth thatall the Union soldiers are more or less 
eee ee meee aor” | Vigne which they suse povsmencd, bed wlll mmny tee allecnel capcom cad ert 
the soldiers of the Mexican war, as it has already done with the soldiers | *'®* 2 ones Geen 4 ee ee =o 
of the war of 1812 and their widows, and as it did with our forefathers | ody to grant a pension of $3 a month toall honorably dischargea United states 
who took part in the ‘grand Revolutionary struggle—give these men | soldiers and sailors of all wars who are not drawing a pension, commencing on 
and their widows and dependent relatives, if there be any surviving, | ‘®® ™*tiomal anniversary, July 4, 1883. 
aservice pension, but the time ought not to be yet, and this bill pro- 
viding for an immediate necessity is in the interest of deferring that 
period to a more convenient season when the nation can better discharge 
the obligation. 
In regard to the special acts in reference to which the Senate and Con- 
gress has been very greatly criticised, roughly, improperly, ignorantly, 
I wish to say one word. This bill, if it goes into operation, will take 
from the room of your Committee on Pensions and of the other House 
at least three-fourths of the cases that now absorb their attention. The 
controversies over those cases which come to our committee, very many 
of them originate in the Pension Office on account of failure of proof. 
They come to us because we are supposed to have a legislative equita- 
ble jurisdiction; and if the applicant produces on the whole the belief 
that his claim is just, although he may not be able to marshal the testi- 
mony which is required under the rules of law, we are expected to al- 
low the claim, and we do it. But I assure any one who imagines to 
the contrary that every case is designed to be very thoroughly, care- 
fully, patiently, impartially, and justly adjudicated, giving, as every 
humane man ought, to the soldier the benefit of the doubt where 
there is no evidence of fraud. 

And considering the great mass of business that is pressed in upon 
us, I think those cases which come from your committee, and so far as 
I can judge from the statements of facts and general situation the en- 
vironment of cases that come from the other House, they are as care- 
fully adjudicated and decided as the ordinary verdicts of juries in our 
courts of law. And when after a careful inspection of a thousand of 
these cases it may be found that here and there is a mistake of an in- 
itial letter or a misspelling of a given name, or some other trivial acci- 
dent may be discovered, I do not believe that is any general impeach- 
ment of the care and the justice with which these claims are decided. 
on that may be, a general law of this kind will remove the difti- 

y very y- 

I ought pe to apologize to the Senate for occupying so much 
more time I had myself designed to, but this bill isan exceedingly 
importantone. It isimportant not only with reference to the interests 
of those who are concerned in its provisions, but to the nation, and it is 
not wholly a matter of indifference with reference to the probable less- 
ening of the future expenditures of the nation in this same direction. 
Isay, as I have said several times before, it is a conservative bill, it is 
4 bill which it would be well for Congress to enact. If they would save 
money let them do justice to the extent that the provisions of this bill | perous, that the taxes levied are not so low, that the demand for labor 
“a better do it early, far better do it now. or the compensation paid therefor is not so great as to justify us in im- 

BERRY. Mr. President, the bill now before the Senate proposes | posing upon the people in addition to the obligations now resting upon 
to place upon the rolls the names of all soldiers who served in | them the additional duty of supporting allsoldiers who can bring wit- 
the Union Army di the late war for the period of six months or | nesses to prove that they are disabled and dependent upon their own 
longer, and who have any cause become or may hereafter become | labor for support. For the soldiers of America I entertain the greatest 











It will be seen from this that they claim, and no doubt can prove, that 
all are more or less disabled. If it is the object and purpose of the 
committee to pension all, I submit that the better way would be to say 
so directly and specifically, and not make it necessary to incur the ex- 
pense of a medical examination and subject tle soldier to the incon- 
venience and expense of procuring witnesses to prove his disability 
when the result will be the same in either case. The question, then, 
which this bill presents for our consideration is, Are we prepared at 
this time to say that it is the duty of the Government to undertake the 
support of the surviving soldiers of the war? Is their claim for such 
consideration of a nature and character that it imposes upon the Gov- 
ernment an obligation to assume its payment without regard to and 
without considering the means at our command to discharge it? 

If this bill becomes a law I have no doubt, and I think the Senator 
from New Hampshire has no doubt, that it will speedily be followed 
by another bill giving to the widows and minor children of all de- 
ceased soldiers a pension, whether the disease from which they died was 
contracted in the service or otherwise; and I confess that I can see no 
argument in favor of this bill that will not apply with equal force to 
that; and if both are passed it is admitted that instead of lowering the 
taxes and reducing the amount of revenue collected by the Govern- 
ment, it will be necessary for the Ways and Means Committee of the 
House to determine what articles will bear an additional tax, or to 
provide for a loan and the issuance of new bonds. 

Mr. President, no one denies that the soldiers who gallantly defended 
the flagin the hour of danger are entitled to the gratitude of the Govern- 
ment. No one, and least of all those who were arrayed against them 
in the late contest, would wish to deprive them of a single honor won 
by their valor, or in any way underrate their services to the country or 
seek to lessen the obligation that the people have always felt was due 
them. It may be admitted that the citizen who voluntarily enlisted 
in the Army, who endured the hardships and suffered the privations 
incident to a soldier’s life, who fearlessly exposed his lifeupon the battle- 
field, and who quietly and peacefully returned to civil pursuits at the 
close of the war should be honored above his fellow-citizens; but it 
does not follow from this that every other obligation should be dis- 
regarded, and that we, out of gratitude to the soldier, should be unmind- 
fal of the rights and unjust to the claims of the vast number of people 
of this Republic who were not soldiers. 

I submit that the condition of the country at this time is not so pros- 
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respect, their love for their country, their devotion to duty, their read- 
iness to obey orders, to make sacrifices, to submit to privations, their 
cheerfulness and hopefulness in defeat, and their moderation in the 
hour of victory, are all worthy of the highest commendation; and it 
seems somewhat strange that men of their character and self-sacrific- 
ing disposition should demand of Congress the of a bill that in- 
volves an expenditure so great that the committee has declined to es- 
timate the amount. 

I do not like to believe that men so brave as those who composed the 
Union Army would wish to be dependent upon their fellow-citizens; 
that they would be willing to be relieved from daily labor and daily 
toil if thereby additional labor and greater toil should be imposed upon 
laboring men, upon their friends and neighbors, many thousands of 
whom find it already difficult to meet legitimate demands, and who are 
often sorely pressed to find support for themselves and the wife and 
children who look to them for bread. There is at this time a spirit of 
unrest and dissatisfaction abroad in the land that has no parallel in the 
past—a feeling in the minds of many that the times are out of joint, 
that the gap between capital and labor is rapidly widening; a belief 
that evil times are upon us; a fearthat there are dangers and difficulties 
in the future that will require all the wisdom and patriotism of the 
American people to successfully meet. And this feeling can not be 
laid to rest, this belief can not be removed, and this fear can not be 
dissipated by a reckless and extravagant expenditure of the public 
moneys. Someother means must be adopted, some other plan devised 
to allay discontent, to adjust existing difficulties, and to restore confi- 
dence. That which would, as I firmly believe, go far toward secur- 
ing peace and orderin the future, that which would bring hope and con- 
fidence to the American people, that which would tend to protect and pre- 
serve our free institutions, would be an earnest effort upon our part to 
check extravagance in any department of the Government, and return 
as far as may be to that economy and simplicity in the conduct of pub- 
lic affairs which was the chief strength and beauty of our system in the 
earlier days of the Republic. - 

The nation has already shown gratitude and generosity to the sol- 
dier in a degree not equaled by any other nation. The amount paid 
for pensions to the 30th day of June, 1885, is reported to be the sum of 
$765,092,640.18. It is estimated that under the present laws we will 
have paid by June, 1887, $900,849,840.18. It is also estimated that 
the applications pending for pensions which will be allowed, the in- 
crease in the widows’ pensions, and the private bills passed at the pres- 
ent session will swell the amount paid annually to $100,000, 000. 

Steadily and continuously, Congress by Congress and year by year, the 
amount has been increased. Democrats and Kepublicans, either from a 
sentiment of gratitude for services rendered the country by the soldier 
or from the less worthy motive of obtaining the soldier vote and the 
soldier influence, have disputed with each other who should be first to 
increase the number of soldiers drawing a pension from the Government, 
and first to increase the amount paid to each; and while this feeling 
has prevailed and legislation has been secured without difficulty for 
the soldiers of the late war, the claims of the soldiers of the Mexican 
war, those who so gallantly and successfully bore our flag forty years 
ago in a foreign land, have been ignored, .neglected, or denied. 

It seems to me, and I think a large portion of the American people 
are of the same opinion, that the time has come tocalla halt. Itseems 
to me that our duty to the great mass of toiling le requires us to 

at on the brakes; that we should not assume obligati which will 

jorce us to increase taxes or borrow money. If the Democratic party, 
which won the Presidency by so narrow a majority in 1884, hopes to 
retain power in this Government it will not be secured by increasing ex- 
penditures during the present administration. 

When we go before the people we can not appeal to them to give us 
their support because we have expended many thousands of dollars in 
building monuments to d however great their fame 
or ic the services they have rendered the country. Nor can we 
gain their confidence by showing that we have appropriated many thou- 
sands more insubsidizing American ships, building ship-railways, or cut- 


upon the fact that we have passed three hundred pension bills in one 
day and have by the passage of this bill added twenty-five or fifty 
millions to the amount already paid for 


at ween ne, ee eee 
promises of 1884, that we have all superfluous and supernu- 
merary officers, that we have reduced all excessive and extravagant sal- 
that we have been brave enough to the of dem- 
that is brought against any man who to raise his voice 
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against extravagance in the expenditure of public moneys, and that yy, 
have given the people better government, at less cost to the country. 
than our Republican predecessors, I have no doubt that they wil! rally 
to our support and secure to us a long lease of power. Mr. President, 
the grave and serious objections to the passage of this bill at this time 
can not be answered by appealing to our sympathies; they can not be 
answered by picturing the veteran soldier, who rallied to the flag and 
saved the nation in her hour of danger, as utterly helpless and destitute. 
appealing in vain to his countrymen to save him from starvation or the 
poor-house. This bill means something more than providing for the 
helpless and destitute. 

The words ‘‘disabled and dependent”’ are words of indefinite and ex. 
pansive meaning when applied to proving or granting a pension claim. 
I think the Senator from New Hampshire will hardly deny that this 
bill practically. opens the door to all surviving Union soldiers, and that 
it will be followed by one to pension the widows and minor children o; 
all soldiers, whether the soldier died from disease contracted in the sery- 
ice or from any other cause. Nor do I believe that any large number 
of those soldiers are utterly helpless and destitute, as has been said, 
Men who were able to overcome the South and bring the war to a suc. 
cessful close were, asa rule, men of such energy and determination 
that they are able to take care of themselves, without calling upon the 
Government for aid. I judge them by my knowledge of their oppo- 
nents in the contest. . 

The confederate soldiers of my State returned from the war in 1865 
to find grass-grown and uncultivated fields, broken and ruined fences 
and lone chimneys marking the places that had once been peaceful and 
happy homes, and although the soldiers were without money and with- 
out credit, without stock and without farming implements, without 
aid from the Government or elsewhere, they bravely went to work to 
build up the waste places and if possible to regain their lost fortunes, 
and while I have often seen the soldier with butone arm and the soldier 
whose lost leg was supplied with one made of rough-hewn wood Tollowing 
the plow from day to day, I have never known a confederate soldier in 
Arkansas to beg for bread or become dependent upon the public. I know 
full well, Mr. President, that by many it is ied as little less than 
treason for one who was engaged in the rebellion to vote or speak against 
granting any character of pensions that may be asked for Union soldiers, 
but if we as representatives of the States or the people either from tear 
of being assailed, denounced, and abused for our participation in the 
war, or from fear of arousing prejudices that may injure our political 
friends in certain States, refuse to oppose measures that we believe will 
be hurtful to the nation, or refuse to support measures that we belicve 
will promote its prosperity, then we are not free and independent rep- 
resensatives, and are anworthy the confidence and support of the peo- 
ple of the free commonwealth whose commission we bear. 

Acting upon this belief I oppose this bill not because of any hostility 
to the Union soldier, not because those with whom I fought and who 
suffered all that the Union soldier suffered with the bitterness of dcieat 
in addition can not share in its benefits, not because I am not as loyal 
to the United States Government to-day, as proud of its past history 
and as anxious for its future glory and ity as the soldiers who 
followed Grant at Cold Harbor and into the trenches at Petersburg, 
but I oppose it because I believe the condition of the soldier does not 
demand it, that the condition of the country is such that its passage is 
unwise and that it would tend to increase the discontent already prev- 
alent and which all “yao and law-abiding citizens hope wil! soon 
pass away; because I believe that to make so large a body of men 
dependent upon the Government, instead of depending upon their own 
labor, their own skill, and their own energies, is demoralizing in its ten- 
dencies, discouraging to other citizens less fortunate, dangerous to the 
stability of the Republic, and contrary to the spirit and genius of a tree 
government. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I desire to indicate two or three amendmen's 
which I have ee proposed to the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendments proposed have not 
been definitely offered, thongh notice has been given. The Senators 
amendments will be read. Where are they to come in? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. In section 1, at the end of line 10, I move to add 
the words ‘‘to the extent of incapacity to perform labor,’’ leaving ou! 
the word ‘‘manual,’’ which is in the printed amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The SecreTaRy. In section 1, at the end of line 10, it is propose! 
to add: 

To the extent of incapacity to perform labor. 

Mr. BLAIR. I should like to understand that. Does the Senato’ 
Se now? 

. VAN WYCK. To the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. I should like to know what it is. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be again rea’. 

The SECRETARY. At the end of line 10, section 1, it is propose’ ‘0 
add: 

To the extent of incapacity to perform labor. 

So as to read: 


That every specified in the several classes enumerated in section 4693 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States, and the amendments thereto. "be 
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as mentioned in said section, for the 

period ng the war of rebellion, and has an honorable dis- 

charge therefrom, and who is or sand Socom Heabied - any, anaes eat he 
own gross care table conduct, or vicious b 

7 Saksten die aod shall also be dependent upon his 

own labor for support, u 


making due proof of the facts, unier such 

ene as may be oan by the proper authority, be placed upon the 
list of pensioners of the United States, and be entitled to receive a pension dur- 
ing the continuance of such disability at a rate proportionate to the degree 
thereof; and such pension shall commence at the date of filing an application 
therefor. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I will now propose an amendment to the amend- 
ment, to insert ‘‘ to earn his support by labor;’’ so as to read: 

To the extent of incapacity to earn his support by labor. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator can modify his amend- | 


ment. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. So that no question may arise as to what class 
of cases this should apply to. If the soldier is not able to earn his 
complete support by his r, then he can be placed on the pension- 
roll, leaving out the question whether he could work a quarter of a 

or a third of a day or now and then a day; butif his imability is 
such that he’can~not-earn- his support by his labor, then he is to be 
on the pension-roll. 

Mr. BLAIR. The bill seems to me to require no amendment of that 
kind. The latter part of the section apportions the pension from $24 
down, according to the degree of disability to perform manual labor, 
when the word ‘“‘manual’’ is inserted on the top of the page as the 
Senator proposed the other day, and the degree of disability is not for 
us to settle, but it must be settled as in any other case by an examina- 
tion under the rules of the Department. ‘There are boards of surgeons 
all over the country to examine soldiers, to ascertain the degree of 
their disability. Just so the applicants for pension under this bil! will 
receive their examinations, and for absolute helplessness may have as 
high as $24 and all the way down on the sliding scale to $1, according 
to the degree of disability. The less disability, the less money. I do 
not think the Senator wants that in there, for it is either meaningless 
or will have the effect of confusing the administration of the bill very 
much and do no good. © If the Senatér will insert his word ‘‘manual’’ 
between the words ‘‘own’”’ and ‘“‘Jabor,’’ in line 11, then, with the 
proviso in the latter part of the section, with the examinations re- 
quired, the administration of the bill would be perfect. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The force of this amendment will be seen when 
I come in a moment to another amendment to be passed. The object 
is to avoid the very thing which the Senator from New Hampshire 
properly says must follow, that is an examination or adjudication by 
the Pension Office of every case included within the bill proposed. If 
that be done then the force of this Pension Office must be doubled be- 
cause every one of the new cases, whether they be 250,000 or 300,000 
400,000, must come up before the Pension Office. 

Mr. BLAIR. Not at Washington, however. 
Mr. VAN WYCK.” No matter where. The force of this Pension 
Office must be doubled. 

Mr. BL Why so? 

Mr. 
goes 

M 


. VAN WYCK. Because every case must be examined before it 
re pension-roll as to the amount of disability. 

r. BLAIR. + It is not the Lop myer of this bill to get two hun- 
fifty thousand men on ion-roll without an adjudica- 
every case there must be an application, and the man must 
case as in every other instance, and to settle the amount of 
there are boards all over the country. They can examine 
do one now without the slightest difficulty. 
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wo lise. The oes to disability must be examined. 
That nt. ition by a subsequent amendment is to 
make this service Re ars Sea 


pension, as I understand, the same as al! other service 
allowed. 
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is not a service pension. 
It is en depending on d 
tisa ing on disability, and the ques- 
whether disability was contracted in the service or out of the 
‘This dispenses with the adjudication of that question here, 
finds disability. If the man was a good soldier, honorably dis- 
and is disabled now—and that is to be settled by a medical 
examination—he is to be entitled to pension according to disability; 
$24, and so down toalmost nothing, and that must 
decided by the boards already provided. 
. VAN WYCK. ‘The point of this bill, as I understand, is that 
every soldier who to-day is ent upon his daily labor for his daily 
— and who is disabled from labor shall be placed upon the pension- 


Mr. BLAIR. Certainly, upon establishing those facts. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. It only differs from a service pension by requir- 
ing the two matters referred to, which form no part and no element of 
the laws as now exist. 

. BLAIR. That is the only difference there is between the ex- 
isting case under the present law and a service pension, save only this, 
that the disability which is provided for under existing law (which is 
not a service-pension Jaw) must be a disability contracted in the serv- 


XVIT——280 


ure 


i 


~ 
= 


ne 


ice and in the line of duty. Now this bill proposes that, there being 
a disability which must be proven in these cases as well as under ex- 
isting law, it is immaterial whether it was contracted in the service or 
out of the service. Then the applicant having alleged his disability, 
and proved his disability, the Department orders an examination to 
ascertain the degree thereof. No éxamination is made until the dis- 
ability is proven, unless it is made to ascertain whether there is one or 
not, which is a medical question. Probably the first thing to be done 
would be to order an examination of the applicant by the local board. 
They report the man well, not disabled; that ends the case. They re- 
port that he is disabled and the degree of his disability for earning his 
living by manual labor, whether one-half, one-third, one-fourth, or one- 
sixth, and upon that report the office will make its adjudication. It 
is just like any other case dependent upon a disability and upon the 
furthea: factof dependence and need. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Itis a qualified service pension based upon the 
ground of the dependence of the pensioner principally. If he is not able 
to earn his daily read by his daily labor, then we propose to give him a 
pension. Tomeet the argument which is urged that not as much time 
has elapsed since the close of the last war as elapsed from the war of the 
Revolution or the war of 1812 until those soldiers were placed on the pen- 
sjon-roll, these qualifying conditions about dependence and disability 
wereinterposed. It shocked the sentiment of this whole nation that a 
soldier who had followed his flag on the field should be either grinding an 
organ or vending peanuts on the street corners or seeking that meager 
bounty which is given by the charity laws of the State in which he lives, 
and therefore it was that it was deemed a burning shame and disgrace 
to the great American nation that its soldiers should be in that position. 

Mr. BLAIR. They endured it fourteen years. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Only fourteen years! 

Mr. BLAIR. They endured it from 1818 to 1832. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I am speaking of the soldiers of the last war. 
They endured it. We have boasted of the generosity of this nation 
and of its Congress, and yet Congress has been in the past very careful 
to grant no service pension until the great majority of the Army had 
gone to join the great majority of mankind. That was the position 
toward the soldiers of the Revolution and the soldiers of the war of 
1812, that the great majority of that army had gone down to the grave 
before the nation recognized and manifested its generosity to them; so 
in regard to the soldiers of the Mexican war. Even to this day we 
have refused to perform what the American nation have demanded at 
the hands of Congress, and place the soldiers of that war upon the 
pension-roll. : 

In order to simplify this discussion it was thought best to require the 
condition of dependence and disability without regard to disability in 
the service, and thus place a large class of deserving soldiers upon the 
pension-rol]l. I speak not nowof the extent of the disability, for I say 
to my friend from New Hampshire that disability incurred in the serv- 
ice was a damage, it was an injury, for which the soldier had a com- 
plete claim under the Jaw, and therefore if he had one arm off or a leg 
off it made a difference as to the extent of the pension to be given him. 

I repeat that under this bill we propose to pension by reason of de- 
pendence and disability; and if we give a pension on account of de- 
pendence it matters not whether the soldier since the war has lost one 
arm or both arms, or one leg or both legs. The dependence is complete 
when he is unable to procure his.subsistence by his labor, and that is 
the only point of the bill. If he is unable to procure his support by 
reason of his disability, no matter whether it be both arms or both 
legs of which he is deprived, no matter whether the disability be the 
rheumatism or the consumption or the asthma or whatever it may be, 
he is to have a pension. 

The only point is, is the soldier able to procure his daily bread by his 
labor no matter what that labor may be? If it is the idea of the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire that this must be a matter of examination, 
the highest grade to be $24, I do not understand how much disability 
there must be to obtain the $24. I did not understand from the Sen- 
ator. Does the bill say? 

Mr. BLAIR. The bill says: 


The highest rate of pension granted under this section, which shall be for 
total incapacity to perform any manual labor, shall be $24, which is hereby 
made divisible upon that basis for any less degree of disability. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Precisely; butif the man has both legs and both 
arms off, or one leg and one arm off, he gets $24. He can not possibly 
earn his living. Suppose another man has only his right arm off; is 
not that total incapacity? Is it not? 

Mr. BLAIR. I suppose the Senator is a man of common seuse. He 
need not appeal to me continually. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I was appealing to my friend because he was a 
man of common sense. 

Mr. BLAIR. It is unnecessary to put those questions to me. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I would ask whether it is not total incapacity if 
a@ man has one arm off? 

Mr. BLAIR. Does the Senator ask the question seriously ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes. 

Mr. BLAIR. Notnecessarily. Aman might beable todosome work 








4466 


with one arm. Some kinds of work he might gain his living by. 
Many @ man with one arm gets his living by labor of various kinds. 
But the Senator will observe in the bill that there is no disability 
which, under this bill, no matter how great it may be, can draw beyond 
the amount of $24 per month. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Precisely. * 

Mr. BLAIR. If it were a case, as it might be in some instances, 
where there was an arm gone and the man might have no occupation 
he could work at but manual labor, the loss of an arm might disqualify 
that man absolutely from doing anything in the way of manual labor 
to get a living. i suppose that man probably would be entitled to the 
full amount under this bill. If he had lost both legs and his disability 
was not contracted in the service, he would be entitled under this bill 
to ne more. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Precisely. The point is that total inability for 
labor comes if the man has one arm off as much as if he has both off, 
and he can not obtain more than $24 under this bill. Ifa man is suf- 
ficiently disabled to be totally itated for labof, he is entitled to 
$24; and it makes no difference w the two arms are off or the 
one arm is off. But suppose the man is disabled from asthma or con- 
sumption; that is total disability, as I understand, and he would be 
entitled to $24. § 

Mr. BLAIR. If there was total inability to perform manual labor, 
certainly. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly. I su it was intended that no 
man should bea recipient under this bill unless he was unable by 
manual to obtain support. That is the reason I propose this amend- 
ment, and I do not care to say a word more, because I understand the 





Senator from Illinois [Mr. Lo@ANn] intended to speak on the merits of 


the bill proper. Therefore, with the consent of the Senator, I will con- 
tinue some suggestions on the amendment at another time when they 
willbe more properly in order, and he can take the floor on the merits 
of the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to give notice of an amendment. I do 
not wish to address the Senate, but merely to give notice of an amend- 
ment I purpose to move, when it is in order, to strike out all after the 
word ‘‘own,’’ inthe tenth line, to the end of the line, as follows: “gross 
carelessne<s, disreputable conduct, or vicious habits,’’ and substitute 
the word ‘‘fault.’”’ As it now stands it reads: 

And who is or shall become disabled from any cause not the result of his own 
gross carelessness, disreputable conduct, or vicious habits. 

If amended as I propose it will read: 

: aust who is or shall become disabled from any cause not the result of his own 
ault. 

Mr. LOGAN. I think that would be a very good amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. As the bill goes over, as I presume it will, [should like 
to have the amendment printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be printed. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I shall not detain the Senate long, but 
before proceeding I wish to give notice that I shall at the proper time 
propose an amendment to this bill providing— 
sala ybacd Tase than 9s bo or bas Boon gitowpl be Goneanall tes gut eaneans 
and no less amount shall be hereafter allowed to any pensioner being a soldier, 
under this or any previous act. 

I only desire now to call the attention of the Senate to one or two 
remarks made by the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Berry]. First, he 
said that this bill was going far beyond anything that the —_ had 
anticipated, and that the soldiers who fought the war with Mexico and 
gained our victories there had been for forty years neglected, while the 
Union soldier had called to him support from all quarters of the coun- 
try to put him on the pension-roll. 

That assertion was made without due consideration. There is not 
on the statute-books to-day a law allowing a’pension to a Union soldier 
whose provisions a Mexican war soldier can not also avail himself of. 
All soldiers disabled in the Mexican war from wounds or disease con- 
tracted in the service and their widows or their orphans are entitled to 
a pension under the law just as the Union soldier is to-day. More than 
that, the Mexican war soidier had more given to him than the Union 
soldier has had. The Mexican war soldier drew from this Government 
his bounty in land, from 40 to 160 acres, which land was given to every 
soldier, sailor, and marine who served in the Army or the Navy of the 
United States against Mexico. Further than the officers of the 
United States received three months’ extra pay when they were mus- 
tered out of the service after the Mexican war. 

So up to the t time it is only because of the numbers that have 
been benefited in consequence of service in the Union Army that - 
sons can speak of the Government having done more for t 
this is not a question of numbers. If the Army that marched against 
Mexico had been as large as the Army that marched against the rebell- 
ion, the pension-roll after the same of time would have been as 
large as the pension-roll on the Union side to-day. It is the numbers 
that were in the two armies that make the difference between the pen- 

But the Senator went peep te eae se gconcane Ne ncaa 
ice. I have no disposition to allude to that, nor I except as he 
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called it out. He said that he would be accused almost of trearcon. 


Why, Mr. President, there is no disposition to accuse any man of prej- 
udice because he does not support this bill. Itisa matter foreach and 
every representative of his constituents to do that which he deems 
proper and right without reference to anything that may have occurred 
in the past. 

The Senator said that no confederate soldier to-day was dependent 
on the charity of the country. Iwould be pleased to know that there 
was not a human being beneath the old starry emblem of this Union 
that to-day was dependent on the charity of the people anywhere. But 
that is a part of the misfortunes that strike humanity. That is a por- 
tion of the misfortunes that men in all countries are liable to. Because 
a man has been unfortunate, because a man is not capable to-day of 
gaining his livelihood and securing food and raiment, that is no crime. 
hor is it any sin against God or man. It is a misfortune that he can 
not overcome, and for that reason he becomes a subject of charity. 

In all governments, no matter what their character may be, where 
they have called forth armies for the preservation of their integrity, 
cane, have been given to the wounded and afflicted, those who have 
een | e in the course of years unable to make for themselves a liveli- 


Talk about the bounties and the charities of this Government! 
Why, sir, this Government would be unworthy of the name of Repu)- 
lic if it should deny to give to the unfortunate soldier who suffered 
either from wounds or disease or disability produced in any way not 
by his own fault the sustenance which he is entitled to, so that he may 
at least live under the flag for which he fought. 

But the discussion to-day has gone rather onanarrower channel than 
it seems to me a question of this kind ought to turr. My friend the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown] made an inquiry which was per- 
tinent and , of course. It was as to the amount that would be 
expended provided this bill should pass, not as to the disability of the 
man, but what will it cost. The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 
BLAIR] occupied much of his time in explaining what this bill would 
probably cost the Government of the United States. Now, sir, let me 
ask if some poor old soldier who left his wife and children at home 
penniless, perhaps, after serving his country faithfully, having theseeds 
of disease sown in his system by lying upon snow and upon damp 

nd, and wading through morass and riverand stream, should come 
g up the stepsof this Capitol to-day unable to procure food and 
raiment for himself by his own physical exertions, where is the man 
who would ask the question how much is it going to cost to help that 
poor soldier? Isthat thequestion? Isthat thekindof argument that 
is to be used in a great country like this when we are appealed to to 
sustain the poor man as he goes traveling along, perhaps crutch in 
hand, down the lane of life? Mr. President, I never can hear thisar- 
gument—and I have heard it often—without its sending a cold chill 
through my whole frame. It is not theargument that should be made 
by patriots in favor of patriotism. 

The question that should be asked isthis: Are these men ina suffering 
condition; are they disabled from making a livelihood; and did that 
disability come upon them on account of their services to their country ’ 
That should bethe question. If that be answered affirmatively, I shal! 
never ask what my taxes shall be to assist that man, I care not where 
helives. You may talk about economy and about expenditure as much 
as you choose; the grand thought within the breast of the patriot is 
not that its sympathies shall be closed against the misfortunes of the 
men who saved this people. 

How much is it going to cost, we are asked; how much charity are 
we to contribute; how much is the Democratic party to be held respon- 
sible for—that at least was the argument of one Senator—if we pass 
— i Why, sir, the Democratic party or the Republican party 

ve never beer chastised politically by the people of this country for 
giving pensions to the unfortunate soldiers. 

Now, let us examine for a moment the provisions of this bill. What 
are they? ‘That every man who served for six months or more in the 
Union Army against the rebellion, who is now disabled by reason of 
wounds, disease, or any disability not his own fault, to the extent that 
he is not capable of making a livelihood, shall have a pension. Why 
not? Who is there here to-day who will not on the street put his hand 
in his pocket and give his dollar or two dollars at any time to a poor, 
unfortunate man whose condition shows that his misfortune has come 
upon him without hisown fault? There is hardly a Senator but what 
does this. Why? You do it because that man has been unfortunate. 
He is from making his living by reason of having 
aided and in this Government. Therefore, when 
he to you as an old soldier disabled, you always extend the 
of charity to him. 

What is this Government except an aggregation of the people in their 
sovereign capacity? Then let this charity, if you call it charity, be 
given by the Lo) adapt earns of this country having p3- 
triotism enough to that those who served their country in time 
of danger are to be taken care of when misfortune overtakes them 50 
that they can not take care of themselves. 

Farther on we provide that their widows shall havea pension. The 
pension, however, is to be reduced down toa certain amount. As! 


2 
¢ 
4 
Hs 5 





1886. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





said, I propose to increase it; that is, not the higher pensions, but the 
lower grades; and why? We have been so fearful in days past that 
some poor soldier might obtain a pittance from the Treasury of the 
United States that we reduced the a to what? One dollar, $2, 
$3, $4, and give a man a pension of $12 a year for what? Because he 
is disabled and some surgeon, some gentleman whose intellect is so 
keen that he can absolutely draw the line by looking ata man between 
a disability entitled to $1 and $2 a month, said he is to have that 
low rating. There are men who can do that; that is to say, there are 
men whodoit. I tried tobea once, and I found I could not, 
and I am glad that I am not one of that kind, if I could ever have 
been one, that would have so keen a knowledge of disease and disability 
as to tell the difference between the disability entitling toa one-dollar 
and a two-dollar pension. ; 

Now let me explain. An old soldier came to me yesterday in the 
Military Committee room with his pension certificate and desired me to 
introduce a bill in the Senate to increase his pension. ‘‘ What is your 
disability?’’ Iasked. He pulled out his hand and showed me a finger 
off. Said he, “‘I am an old soldier, and I could not join the Army now 
because under the regulations that finger being off I could not be taken.”’ 
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what? What does the Senator mean by callingahalt? Does he mean 


that it is time for us to call a halt in passing bills through the Senate 


to compensate for property taken by the Army amounting to from 


$1,000 up to $60,000 or $70,000 in single bills every few days? I see 
nobody haltingin that sort of performance. I have tried once or twice 
to stop it, but could not. If he meant that, he and I would join hands 
so far as the greater portion of such claims is concerned, where my 
ground is that there is no claim. 

But does he mean to call a halt in reference to granting pensions ? 
Is that what he means? If he means to call a halt in reference to 
granting pensions to men who are not entitled to them, then I will 
agree with him; but if he means to call a halt in reference to granting 
pensions to men who are entitled to them, then I disagree with him. 
Under this bill no person is allowed or permitted to have a pension un- 
less he was disabled in service, except he is in such a condition that he 
is not competent to make a living for himself. If the desire is to call 


a halt against these poor, unfortunate men that are not able to make a 


living for themselves, I utterly disagree with him, and I say to him 


now that if that is his proposition, and if he makes that proposition as 


one that he expects his party to stand on and succeed on, he makes the 




















Then he went on to tell me that he was wounded in the left arm and 
fe te cry ty, ee eee entey pesetaned 
that he could not use it, and he had togoaround begging. How much 
ion do you sup that man was getting? Twodollars a month! 
had as much influence on me to offer this amendment to this bill 
as anything else. I do not believe that a man, if he is on the pension- 
ee ae oe oe If he is a pensioner 
at all he disability so that he can not make for himself a comfort- 
able livelihood; and does anybody think that $96 a year is too much to 
give a man who has disability to such an extent that he can not make 
a support for himself? But we are so economical of the public money 
and so kind and so generots to the old soldier that we run the pension 
from $1 amonth up, and if he has both legs off we give him $72 a month. 
Mr. TELLER. I should like to call the Senator’s attention to the 
fact that there are twenty-six thousand one hundred and thirty-four 
pensioners who are only getting $2 a month. 
liberality of our Government! That 
shows that the Treasury is being robbed! Twenty-six thousand one 
hundred and thirty-four old soldiers, who préserved this country for 
you and me, who saved our property and the rights we have as Amer- 


grandest mistake he ever made in his life. You can not succeed on 
that proposition in this country. 

My judgment is that it isa grand mistake for any party to make war 
upon pensions that are given to men who are entitled to them. For 
years at every session of Congress we heard the same speech repeated 
over and over again about ‘‘ pensions,’’ ‘‘ pensions.’’ You would have 
thought the Senator who was driving at them was determined to stop 
all kinds of frauds and reduce expenditures, and doubtless he so in- 
tended. Finally he became so enthusiastic that he got a resolution 
through the Senate to have printed in book form the name of every pen- 
sioner, with his residence and post-office address. It cost about $75,000 
to print that book. What did that mean? It meant that there were 
$75,000 expended by the Government for the benefits of claim agents, 
to obtain information which otherwise they themselves would have 
had to pay for. It was just what they wanted—the post-office address 
of every pensioner and where he served. So that Senator’s enthusiasm 
carried him right into the meshes of men who wanted exactly what he 
got for them and made the Government pay for them, and instead of 
discovering fraud after the names were given, with the post-office ad- 
dress, &c., published at the expense of Congress, it developed no frauds 





















ican Senators, who have been disabled in battle or by sleeping on the 
cold earth, have become diseased and disabled, we in our mag- 
nanimity, opening our great hearts as the American Republic, give 
them $2 a month, $24 per annum! Great God, Mr. President, is not 
this rébbery of the Treasury? Is it not destroying the peace and the 
happiness of the people of this country? 

o wonder that my friend from Arkansas was alarmed for fear the 
Democratic party would be destroyed if a pension bill should pass! I 
certainly have no right to make suggestions to the Democratic party, 
but I may, in a friendly manner, intimate that if they want to keep 
long as they can they had better support pension bills 
where they are just and right, and satisfy the loyal people of this coun- 
try that they are for their country and for the men who preserved that 

Sieciathe shay dor dhe Memsoméio party to antiefy the 
country that they are not shamming, to agree, now that we are all in 
the Union, that it is our Union, to take care of the men who saved it, 
for saved it for all of us, for you and me alike, although we stood 
oO during those dark days. 
when we stand under the same flag, with the same Constitu- 
tion, surrounded by the same laws and protected by the same civil 
power, while we are thus together as one nation, as one family, we 
should show to the world that we appreciate that which to-day is one 
f the grandest benefits you gentlemen have ever received. These sol- 
diers preserved this Government for you and for me, and it is the 
grandest government on the earth. y removed the blot from this 
mighty nation, and placed us all on an equality as men. Now then 
let no one here sa; re bade we a a peer that can only keep its 

tures, by denying rights that belong to 
men who have done for us what these men have done. 

Mr. President, the Senator referred to the Mexican war soldiers. I 
return to that fora moment. A year or more ago the Senate passed a 
bill to give every man who served in the Mexican war a pension of $8 
a It was passed by the votes of both parties. An amend- 
oe it in the Senate giving to the Union soldiers in the 
late war same rate that was given to our soldiers in the Mexican 
war; and the bill did not become a law because of non-action elsewhere. 
Do not let gentlemen say on this floor that they want justice done to 
the Mexican war soldiers. I should like to see justice done to them 
a8 well as to anybody else. Do not let them say, however, that the 
same justice meted out to the Mexican war soldier should not be meted 
out to the Union soldier in the late war. In that bill you provided 
that every man with a certain disability should receive a pension the 

I supported it and will do so again. If that was 
man who went to Mexico, is it not justice now for 
country ? 
time for us to callahalt. A halt about 
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whatever, but did just what I said, put these books in the hauds of 
the agents and saved them the expense of procuring that information. 


Now, do not allow yourself to get so enthusiastic on this subject that 


you commit the same kind of errors which have been committed here- 


tofore by other persons in reference to this same question. 

Mr. President, there are other things to which I might allude in re- 
gard to what this Government has done for the soldier. Now, let me 
make a statement right here that will seem probably strange. The 
Government of the United States by law agreed to give $100 bounty 
per annum to soldiers who served one year against the rebellion. They 
were to receive if they served one year $100, two years $200, three 
years $300, and it was to be paid by the paymaster. A few were paid, 
but at the conclusion of the war regiment after regiment was mustered 
out in Washington city within from three to ten days of the expira- 
tion of their time as an excuse in order to deprive them of getting that 
bounty, and the record shows it, and they have never got it to this 
day. Yet men talk here about the enormous bounties given to sol- 
diers, and the pensions paid to them, and the plundering of the Treas- 
ury for the purpose of giving to these poor unfortunate men that to 
which they are entitled! For twenty years these men have been ask- 
ing Congress to give them that bounty that they were entitled to 
under the law—eight and one-third dollars per month. They never 
have obtained it. 

Until this Government shall keep its word, until this Government 
shall comply with its promise, until this Government shall protect and 
take care as well as it can of these unfortunate men that it induced to 
go into the Army, and who by that service have become debilitated 
and disabled from performing labor to make for themselves a living, 
until we have performed those duties toward these men let our mouths 
be closed, and closed in silence. Let us not whisper so that it can be 
heard even in the galleries that we have done all that we can do and 
should do for these men. 

I say then it is time to call ahalt. Let the halt be called when we 
have performed our,duty; let it be called when we have complied with 
our obligations; let it be called when our honor can not be tarnished 
in any way by a failure on our part to carry out what we agreed to 
when we enlisted these men in the service of their country. 

Until that is done this Government has not performed its whole daty. 
Until it has done for the Mexican war soldier what I think it ought to 
do it has not performed its duty, for the precedent has been set in all 
governments, among all peoples, that the men who bleed that the coun- 
try may live shall be recognized, that when men die in defense of their 
country and leave families the country shall care for those families. 
Those who lose the power by reason of their services to their country 
to make for themselves a living, as others are competent to do, should 
be taken care of to a certain extent by the government. 
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Mr. President, the government that fails to do this, the govern- 
ment that fails to recognize that duty toward its defenders and to re- 
turn that gratitude which an individual would return to another who 
does him a favor and saves him in the dark hour of life, is unworthy 
of the name. Unless this Government shall recognize tat great prin- 
ciple and perform that great duty it will sink in the estimation of man- 
kind. 

Mr. President, I beg pardon for having detained the Senate so long, 
but I do hope that on both sides of this Chamber we shall recognize the 
fact that these poor, old, unfortunate men shall not ask without re- 
ceiving at the hands of this great Government of ours. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MORRILL. There are some reasons why we should consider 
executive business. Ifthe Senator from Missouri will yield I will make 
the motion that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

Mr. VEST. Very well. 

Mr. CULLOM. I should like to make a conference report. 

Mr. MORRILL. I withdraw the motion for that purpose. 


EUNICE E, CLARK. 
Mr. CULLOM submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the d ing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the Senate to the ee . R. 6429) granting a pension to Eu- 
nice E. Clark, having met, after full and free conference have to recom- 
mend and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows : 

That the Senate agree to amend the Senate amendment by striking out the 
word “twenty” and inserting “twelve;” so that the Senate amendment will 
read: “At the rate of $12 per month, subject to the limitations and provisions of 
the pension laws.” 


And tuat the House recede from its disagreement and agree to the Senate 
amcndment as amended. 


8. M. CULLOM, 
H. W. BLAIR, 
= A. = aoeneeae ao 
lanagers on Pa t nale, 
WM. H. NERCE, 
JOHN 8. PINDAR, 
E. H, CON 


Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. CULLOM. The only effect of this is to reduce the amount of 
pension proposed from $20 to $12. It was classed at $20 under a mis- 
apprehension on my part at the time, thinking the soldier was a cap- 
tain. It turns out he was a private soldier. 

‘The report was concurred in. 


AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. CALL, Mr. COULLOM, and Mr. .WHITTHORNE submitted 
amend ments intended to be proposed by them respectively to the river 
and harbor appropriation bill; which were referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPOONER submitted the following amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the agricultural appropriation bill; which was re- 
ierred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed 
in the REcorD: 
pene ee neeine. line 211, page 9 of the printed bill, above the 

‘For investigating diseases of grains, fruits, and fruit trees. 
** For investigating the nature of the diseases of fruits and fruit trees, grains, 


and other useful plants due to parasitic fungi; Se gekenng the actual dam- 
age to our cultivated crops occasioned by fu: diseases, 
to determine suitable remedies for the same, $5,000. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After fifteen minutes spent in executive 
session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock and 7 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Friday, May 14, at 12 o’clock m. 





NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate the 13th day of May, 1886. 
CONSUL-GENERAL. 
Clarence Ridgley Greathouse, of California, to be consul-general of 
the United States at Kanagawa. The nomination of Warren Green, 


heretofore nominated to the Senate for the said office, is this day with- 
drawn. 


COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL REVENUE. 


John E. Fitzgerald, of Massachusetts, to be collector of internal rev- 
enue for the third district of Massachusetts, vice Charles W. Slack, de- 
ceased. 


COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 


Hadlai A. Hull, of Connecticut. to be collector of customs for the 
district of Stonington, Conn., vice Horace N. Trumbull, commission ex- 


pired. 

George W. Jackman, of Massachusetts, to be collector of customs for 
the = of Newburyport, Mass., vice William H, Huse, commission 
expired. 
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John Priest, of Oregon, to be collector of customs for the district of 
Yaquina, Oreg., vice Coll Van Cleve, whose term of office will expire 
May 15, 1886. 

SURVEYOR OF CUSTOMS. 

Joseph B. Cox, of Indiana, to be surveyor of customs for the port of 

Evansville, Ind., whose commission will expire May 18, 1886. 
POSTMASTERS. 


John B. Trasher, to be postmaster at Telluride, San Miguel County, 
Colorado, vice James P. Redick, resigned. 

Charles A. Sheldon, tobe postmaster at Gainesville, Alachua County, 
Florida, vice George J. Arnow, whose commission — May 22, 1886. 

Charles H. Berner, to be postmaster at Stuart, Guthrie County, Iowa, 
vice William P. Moulton, commission expired. The nomination of H. 
P. Abert, who was appointed and also nominated to the Senate, is this 
day withdrawn. 

Abraham Rose, to be postmaster at Vinton, Benton County, Iowa, 
vice Stephen A. Marine, ed. The nomination of Mr. Rose, nom- 
inated to the Senate on the 16th of December last, is thisday withdrawn. 

James F. Elder, to be postmaster at Richmond, Wayne County, Indi- 
ana, vice Edwin D. Palmer, suspended. The nomination of Mr. Elder, 
nominated to the Senate on the 5th of January, is this day withdrawn. 

Peter Nodler, to be postmaster at Covington, Kenton County, Ken- 
tucky, vice James C. Michie, commission expired. 

Frank Cass, to be postmaster at Holliston, Middlesex County, Mas- 
sachusetts, vice James F’. Fiske, commission expired. 

Louis P. Trempe, to be postmaster at Sault de Ste. Marie, Chippewa 
County, Michigan, vice Myron W. Scranton, suspended. 

William O. Garvin, to be ter at Trenton, Grundy County, 
Missouri, vice John 8, Boyle, whose commission expires May 25, 1886. 

Don A. Gilbert, to be r at Bainbridge, Chenango County, 
New York, vice F. T. Nichols, resigned. 

W. Scott Gillespie, to be postmaster at Kingston, Ulster County, New 
York, whose commission expires May 16, 1886. 

Benjamin F. Howell, to be postmaster at Riverhead, Suffolk County, 
New York, vice C. V. Maguire, whose commission expires May 16, 1886. 

Robert Humphrey, to be postmaster at West New Brighton, Rich- 
mond County, New York, vice Minietta Smith, commission expired. 

Albert Sweet, to be postmaster at Dansville, Livingston County, New 
York, vice John Heyland, whose commission expires May 16, 1886. 

James B. Crossen, to postmaster at The Dalles, Waco County, 
Oregon, vice Mrs. E. M. Wilson, whose commission expires May 17, 1886. 
- Frank W. Osburn, to be postmaster at Eugene City, Lane County, 
Oregon, whose commission expires May 16, 1886. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 5, 1886. 


TERRITORIAL SECRETARY. 
George W. Lane, of Buffalo, N. Y., to be secretary of the Territory of 
New Mexico. 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 


Le Roy F. Youmans, of South Carolina, to be attorney of the United 
States for the district of South Carolina. 


UNITED STATES MARSHAL. 


William M. Campbell, of Minnesota, to be marshal of the United 
States for the district of Minnesota. 


INDIAN AGENT. 


Peter Ronan, of Saint Ignatius, Mont., to be agent for the Indians 
of the Flathead agency, in Montana Territory. 


SPECIAL EXAMINER OF DRUGS, ETC. 

Dennis J. Loughlin, of Pennsylvania, to be ial examiner of drugs, 
medicines, and chemicals, in the district of Phi phia, in the State 
of Pennsylvania. 

NAVAL OFFICER OF CUSTOMS. 

Henry B. Plumer, of Pennsylvania, to be naval officer of customs in 

the district of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania. 
APPRAISERS OF MERCHANDISE. 

Lewis McMullen, of New York, to be appraiser of merchandise in 
the district of New York, in the State of New York. 

Nathaniel er? of Ohio, to be appraiser of merchandise for 
the port of + in the State of Ohio. 

Joseph M. Poe, of Ohio, to be appraiserof merchandise in the district 
of Cuyahoga, in the State of Ohio. 

Joseph B. Baker, of Pennsylvania, to be appraiser of merchandise 
in the district of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania. 

Thomas Beck, of California, to be appraiser of merchandise in the 
district of San Francisco, in the State of California. 

ASSISTANT APPRAISERS OF MERCHANDISE. 

James E. Tucker, of California, to be assistant 

dise iu the district of San Francisco, in the State 


of merchan- 
California. 


1886. 
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Daniel Z. Yost, of California, to be assistant appraiser of merchan- 
dise in the district of San Francisco, in the State of California. — 

George H. Hoffman, of Pennsylvania, to be assistant appraiser of 
merchandise in the disrtict of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

George R. Snowden, of Pennsylvania, to be assistcnt appraiser of 
merchandise in the district of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsy!- 
vania, 

SURVEYORS OF CUSTOMS. 

Alexander M. Wallace, of Georgia, to be surveyor of customs forthe 
port of Atlanta, in the State of Georgia. : 

Addison D. Cole, of New York, to be surveyor of customs for the 
port of Albany, in the State of New York. 

John M. Campbell, of Pennsylvania, to be surveyor of customs for 
the port of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania. 

James Burns, of Missouri, to be surveyor of customs for the port of 
Kansas City, in the State of Missouri. 

COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 


John Cadwalader, of Pennsylvania, to be collector of customs for the 
district of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania. 

John A. Richardson, of North Carolina, to be collector of customs for 
the district of Pamlico, in the State of North Carolina. 

Henry W. Richardson, of South Carolina, to be collector of customs 
for the district of Beaufort, in the State of South Carolina. 

Conrad Krez, of Wisconsin, to be collector of customs for the district 
of Milwaukee, in the State of Wisconsin. 

Anthony F. Seeberger, of Illinois, to be collector of customs for the 
district of Chicago, in the State of Illinois. 

Charles H. Robinson, of North Carolina, to be collector of customs 
for the district of Wilmington, in the State of North Carolina. 

B. Huger Ward, of South Carolina, to be collector of customs for the 
district of Georgetown, in the State of South Carolina. 

Theodore D. Jervey, of South Carolina, to be collector of customs for 
the district of Charleston, in the State of South Carolina. 


REGISTERS OF LAND OFFICES. 

John B. Webb, of La Crosse, Wis., to be register of the land office at 
La Crosse, Wis. ‘ 
Edmund G. Shields, of Silver City, N. Mex., to be register of the land 
office at Las Cruces, N. Mex. 

Samuel W. Langhorne, of Bozeman, Mont., to be register of the land 
office at Helena, Mont. 

William C. L. Beard, of Hutchinson, Kans., to be register of the land 
office at Wa Keeney, Kans. 

RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 

Horatio 8S. Howell, of Virginia City, Mont., to be receiver of public 
moneys at Helena, Mont. 

Lloyd T. Boyd, of Waukesha, Wis., to be receiver of public moneys 
at Bayfield, Wis. 


; CONSUL-GENERAL. 
John H. Patman, of Chillicothe, Ohio, to be consul-general of the 
United States at Honolulu. . 
CONSULS. 


William H. Moffett, of New Jersey, to be consul of the United States 
at Athens. 


= W. Savage, of Rahway, N. J., to be consul of the United 
William Slade, of Cleveland, Ohio, to be consul of the United States 
Brussels. 


at 
James Whelan, of New York, to be consul of the United States at 
Fort Erie, Canada. 

Alexander Bertrand, of Beekmantown, N. Y., to be consul of the 
United States at St. John’s, Quebec. 

Charles Forster, of Indiana, to be consul of the United States at El- 


Thomas R. Jern 
States at Osaka 
Osear Bischoff, of Topeka, Kans., to be consul of the United States at 


Erhard Bissinger, of New York city, N. Y., to be consul of the United 
States at Beirut. oat 


J. Harvey Brigham, of Louisiana, to be consul of the United States 
at Paso del Norte. | ; 


William §. Crowell, of Ohio, to be consul of the United States at 


Ferdinand F. Dufais, of New York city, N. Y., to be consul of the 
United States at Havre. 


J Falkenbach, of Columbus, Ohio, to be consul of the United 
States at Barmen. 


at 
Benjamin J. Franklin, of Kansas City, Mo., to be consul of the United 
States at Hankow. 


E. J. Hale, of Fayetteville, N. C., to be consul of the United States 


of North Carolina, to be consul of the United 
Hiogo. 


off, of Keyport, N. J., to be consul of the United States 





Joseph B. Hughes, of Hamilton, Ohio, to be consul of the United 
States at Birmingham. 

J. P. Imboden, of Georgia, to be consul of the United States at Yus- 
caran. 

Edward D. Lynn, of Victoria, Tex., to be consul of the United States 
at Piedras Negras. 

Albert Loening, of New York city, N. Y., to be consul of the United 
States at Bremen. 

Beckford Mackey, of South Carolina, formerly consul at Rio Grande 
do Sul, to be consul of the United States at Nuevo Laredo. 

Henry F. Merritt, of Chicago, Ill., to be consul of the United States 
at Aix la Chapelle. 

Joseph W. Merriam, a citizen of the United States, to be consul of 
the United States at Iquique. 

J. L. MeCaskill, of Brandon, Miss., to be consul of the United States 
at Dublin. 

James M. Rosse, of Tarrytown, N. Y., to be consul of the United 
States at Three Rivers, Canada. 

John M. Strong, of New York, to be consul of the United States at 
Belleville, Canada. 

Richard Stockton, of New Jersey, to be consul of the United States 
at Rotterdam. 

George C. Tanner, of Spartanburg, 8S. C., formerly consul at Tegu- 
cigalpa, to be consul of the United States at Chemnitz. 

Arthur B. Wood, of New York, to be consul of the United States at 
Dundee. 

Louis D. Beylard, of Pennsylvania, to be consul of the United States 
at Kingston, Jamaica. 

Moses H. Sawyer, of Mystic Bridge, Conn., to be consul of the United 
States at Trinidad. 

POSTMASTERS. 


John D. Mitchell, to be postmaster at New Albany, in the county of 
Floyd and State of Indiana. 

John P. Norvell, to be postmaster at Danville, in the county of Ver- 
million and State of Illinois. 

John Neff, to be postmaster at Winchester, in the county of Ran- 
dolph and State of Indiana. : 

George R. Reynolds, to be postmaster at Plymouth, in the county of 
Marshall and State of Indiana. 

Edward Duffy, to be postmaster at Ann Arbor, in the county of 
Washtenaw and State of Michigan. 

Samuel 8. Lacey, to be postmaster at Marshall, in the county of Cal- 
houn and State of Michigan 

William W. Van Antwerp, to be postmasterat Jackson, in the county 
of Jackson and State of Michigan. 

Robertz P. Menefee, to be postmaster at Bozeman, in the county of 
Gallatin and Territory of Montana. 

William Clevenger, to be postmaster at Wilmington, in the county 
of Clinton and State of Ohio. 

M. M. Gaunce, to be postmaster at Xenia, in the county of Greene 
and State of Ohio. 

Samuel C. Haag, to ve postmaster at Napoleon, inthe county of 
Henry and State of Ohio. 

F. 8. Reefy, to be postmaster at Elyria, in the county of Lorain and 
State of Ohio. 

Daniel C. Stearns, to be postmaster at Berea, in the county of Cuya- 
hoga and State of Ohio. 

J. R. Thorne, to be postmaster at Piqua, in the county of Miami and 
State of Ohio. 

Arthur D. Glover, to be postmaster at Olympia, in the county of 
Thurston and Territory of Washington. 

William N. Carter, to be postmaster at Viroqua, in the county of 
Vernon and State of Wisconsin. 

A. Everhard, to be postmaster at Ripon, in the county of Fond du 
Lac and State of Wisconsin. 

Charles B. Whitehead, to be postmaster at Bradford, McKean County, - 
Pennsylvania. 

Frank Abt, to be postmaster at Lead City, Lawrence County, Da- 
kota. 

William K. Thompson, to be postmaster at Portsmouth, in the county 
of Scioto and State of Ohio. 

William E. Baker, to be postmaster at Fairbury, Livingston County, 
Illinois. 

H. C. Briley, to be postmaster at Dell Rapids, Dak. 

Charles H. Burroughs, to be postmaster at La Crosse, in the county 
of La Crosse and State of Wisconsin. 

Barclay P. Smith, to be postmaster at Deadwood, Lawrence County, 
Dakota Territory. 

Frank Shields, to be postmaster at Wilmington, Will County, Illi- 
nois. 

Erskine P. Linzee, to be postmaster at Pierce City, Lawrence County, 
Missouri. 

8. R. Davis to be postmaster at Creston, in the county of Union, and 
State of Iowa. 

The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report 
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from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads; 
by the Senate to be printed in the Recorp: 








The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, to which was referred the nom- | 


ination of 8. R. Davis,to be master at Creston, lowa, vice Lowell C. Teed, 
suspended, submits the following report: 
When this nomination reached the committee the Postmaster-General was re- 


quested to communicate to it all of the papers and documents on file in his De- 


yartment relative to the case. To this request he pepeueee by forward: to 
the committee all of the papers and documents called for, both in ate 
rson nominated to the Senate, and who had been 


suspended oflicer and of the 
designated to discharge the duties of the office d the recess of the Senate. 

It appears from the papers and documents thus su! ted to the committee 
and from letters and papers communicated to it by the s officer and 
others, that there is nothing in the case calculated to place discredit on Mr. Feed, 
either as an officeroraman. The only complaints eas administra- 
tion of the office are rather to his credit than otherwise uch as they are 
based on his strict observance of the law and the regulations of the Depart- 
ment. The case is one of suspension for political reasons. “Offensive parti- 
sanship’’ is abundantly charged, and the nominee seems to have understood 
that it rested on that basis; and he evidently recognized thatas the controlling 
element in the case. In his application to the President for appointment Mr. 
Davis stated: : 

“IT herewith make application for the appointment of postmaster at Creston, 
Iowa. Iam at present eres on the editorial staff of the Creston Common- 
wealth, and, if appointed, I will resign that position and give my whole time to 
the duties of the office.” 

This indicates that Mr. Davis believed that the rule of offensive partisanship, 
as defined in the letter of the Postmaster-General, was intended to apply alike 
to Republicans and Democrats occupying official positions. 

Mr. Teed has not expressed a desire to retain the office from which he was sus- 
pended. On the contrary, he has made other business engagements. He has 
simply asked that his character as an officer and a man be protected for himself 
and his children, and requested thatthis be done for him by the Senate in view 
of his own inability to ascertain the character of the charges made inst him 
from those to whom the same had been presented. This report performs that 
office for him. 

The nomination of S. R. Davis is herewith reported with a recommendation 
that it be confirmed. 


W. E. Lewis, to be postmaster at Chariton, in the county of Lucas 
and State of Iowa. 

The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report 
from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads; which was or- 
dered by the Senate to be printed in the RecorD: 


The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, to which was referred the 
nomination of M. E. Lewis, to be postmaster at ; lowa, vice James H. 
Stewart, suspended, reports: 

That this is a case of suspension from office on account of “ offensive partisan- 
ship.’ This appears from the official files in the case sent to the committee by 
the ostmaster-General, in to its request for the same. The complete 
files seem to have apan green in the possession of the committee. 

The charges presented against the officer and all of the letters and 
telegrams in support thereof, as well as papers in respect of the application 
of the nominee, were all before the committee, and from these it appears that 
the suspension of Mr. Stewart was induced by charges of “ offensive 
ship,’ and not because of anything reflecting on his character as an officer or a 
Man. 

M. E. Lewis seems, so far as the papers in the case show, to be a proper and 
competent man to be intrusted with the office to which he has been nominated, 
and fis confirmation is therefore recommended, 


COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL REVENUE. 


Robert Barnett, of California, to be collector of internal revenue for 
the fourth district of California. 

The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report 
from the Committee on Finance; which was ordered by the Senate to be 
printed in the REcoRD: ’ 


The Committee on Finance have had under consideration the nomination (No. 
846) of Robert Barnett, of California, to be collector of internal revenue for the 
fourth district of California, in place of Amos L. Poot anapenten oneze far as 
they have been able to obtain the information, they find Mr. is a fit 
and proper person o a tw duties of the — that there = 
charges or papers on file reflect: upon character . Frost, suspen ; 
as will apeue from the following letter of the Secretary of the Treasury: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 19, 1836. 


Sin: Your communication on behalf of the Finance Committee of the Senate, 


dated March 16, 1886, ask: whether or not ‘‘there are any charges on file 
against the official or moral character of Amos L. late eolhadter of internal 
revenue for the fourth district of California, ,”” is received. 


in veply Ghesste Shave tip haner 6) aie tas eee eee eae relates to 

a suspension from office, I feel bound by the rules laid down in dent's 

recent message to the Senate upon the general subject of such sions. 
the requirements of statute re- 


But in order that I may mys 4 act wi 
lating to the furnishing by this De ent of information to the Senate, I 
beg leave to remind the committee the office referred to has no fixed term 
attached to it, and to further state that the President is satisfied that a change 
in the incumbency of said office will result in an im: ent of the public serv- 
a -_ — the policy of the present admin will be better carried out 

y such nge. 

Except as the same may be involved in these considerations, no papers con- 
taining charges reflecting upon the official or moral character of the 
officer mentioned in your communication are in the custody of this Department. 


Respectfully yours, 
D. MANNING, Secretary. 
lion. Justin 8S. MorriL1, 
Chairman of the Senate Comiitice on Finance. 


A resolution, as follows, was Sanaa by the Committee on Fi- 
nance, April 6, 1886, in relation to this and letters to the 3 
“ Resolved, That the letters of the Secretary of the Treasury to 


the 
on Finance, dated March 16, 1886, or , in relation to the 
of collectors of internal ai iF a te enaed and held as honest 
tions made in good faith that there are pochenmneceonpens on Bp in Bo De 
partment reflecting in any manner against or official conduct or 


Under this statement of facts, and the fact that there is no fixed term attached 
to the office of coliector of internal revenue, the committee recommend the con- 
firmation of Mr. Barnett. 
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May 13, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, May 13, 1886. 


The House met at 11 o'clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. MiLsurn, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PUBLIC BUILDING, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter from the Supervising Archi- 
tect, asking an appropriation of $100,000 to continue work on the public 
building at Rochester, N. Y.; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


SALE OF OLD POSTI-OFFICE SITE, NEW YORK. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting statement of the claim of the 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York for expense in perfecting 
title to the old post-office property in New York, and an account of cer- 
tain liens thereon, and recommending payment; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. Arnot, for five days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. Ike H. TAYLor, for one week, on account of important pri- 
vate business. 
BRIDGE ACROSS THE POTOMAC. . 


The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. BARBOUR, Mr. 
WILSON, and Mr. ROWELL as conferees on the part of the House on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the House 
to the bill of the Senate (No. 200) to authorize the purchase of the 
Aqueduct Bridge, or the construction of a bridge across the Potomac 
River at or near Georgetown, D. C. 


SEIZURE OF VESSEL DAVID J. ADAMS. 


Mr. RICE. Mr. Speaker, Iam directed by the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs to report back a resolution of inquiry referred to that com- 
mittee in to the seizure of the American schooner David J. 
A and recommend its adoption. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 2 

“Whereas it is reported in th blic prints that on May 7, at Digby, in the Do- 
minion of Canada, the saeoner David J , haaue ow ip nein « citize : 
was forcibly seized by the steamer Landsdowne, under order of the governme::! 
of said dominion, is now held for further proceedings: Therefore, 

“Be it resolved, That the President of the United States be to inforn 
this House, if not jeter incom with the good of the public serv- 
ice, what steps have been taken by him to have said seizure investigated, and t.. 
communicate to this House at the earliest day what were the circum 


Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which was referred the seeemgeny ins 
resolution of inquiry relating to the seizure of the American schooner David ||. 
Adams in Genation waters, Caton considered the same, respectfully report it 
back with the recommendation that it should pass. c 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. RICE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CLAIMS AGAINST THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. WORTHINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I am directed by the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs to report back a resolution of inquiry referred t 
the committee, with the recommendation that it be adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


** Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to commun ic: 
to the House, if in his opinion not with public interests, an) 
ith the Mexican Government or with claimants relative 

tothe claims in the fifth section of the act of Congress approved Junc 
18, 1878, filed the publication of the contained in the President's mes- 


and to inform this House if any pay- 
after such date, and, if so, what date an 


of what amount.” 
our committee, to which was referred the resolution askin 
for copies of certain correspondence with the M Government, or wit! 
claimants, relative to certain claims therein have had the same unde: 
consideration, and report the said resolution to House and recomme:: 
its adoption. 
The resolution was to 


Mr. WORTHINGTON moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsid«: 
lie on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BURROWS. I ask unanimous consent that a bill report! 
ey from the Committee on Ways and Means be now consi<- 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan asks unanimous 
consent to the Committee of the Whole on the state o! 
the Union from consideration of a bill the title of which will 


read, and to consider the same in the Honse. 


1886. 








| 
Mr. BEACH. I must object. Let it come up in its order. 
Mr, BURROWS. I hope the gentleman will let the title be read. 
Mr. BEACH. I demand the regular order. 
Mr. BURROWS. I made a mistake in my request. 
asked consent of the gentleman from New York. ae 
The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the Chair will | 
proceed to call committees for reports. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
the House resolution of May 10, 1886, calling upon the acting Secretary 
of the Treasury for information as to the payment of fees of witnesses 
and jurors for 1883, and moved that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Ament OF FISHING IN NAVIGABLE WATERS. 


Mr. TUCKER. Iam also instructed by the Committev on the Judi- 
ciary to report back with an adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 
4690) to equalize the right of fishing in navigable waters of the United 
States which border on any State or Territory. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. EVERHART] introduced this bill on which the com- 
mittee makes an unfavorable report. He desires that it shall go upon 
the House Calendar, and I make that request. 

The bill was referred to the House Calendar, and the accompanying 
report was ordered to be printed. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN IOWA. 


Mr. HEPBURN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 5990) amending the 
act of July 20, 1882, dividing the State of Iowa into two judicial dis- 
tricts; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

INVESTIGATION OF PACIFIC RAILROADS. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on Pacific Railroads, re- 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the joint resolution (H. 
Res. 170) authorizing an in ion of the books, accounts, and meth- 
ods of Pacific Railroads which have received aid from the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Thecall of committees was completed, no further reports being made. 

The SPEAKER. The hour for the consideration of bills begins at 
twenty-four minutes past 11 o’clock. The call rests with the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

INDEMNITY TO CHINESE SUBJECTS. . 


Mr. BELMONT. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the further con- 
sideration of the joint resolution (H. Res. 147) providing indemnity to 
certain Chinese subjects for losses sustained within the jurisdiction of 
the United and pending that motion I move that all general de- 
bate upon the bill be limited to forty minutes. 

The motion to limit debate was agreed to. 

The motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union was to. 

The House ly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the U: Mr. HAtcH in the chair. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Houseisin Committee of the Whole House on 
the stateof the Union for the further consideration of the joint resolution 
(H. Res. 147) providing indemnity to certain Chinese subjects for losses 
sustained wi jurisdiction of the United States. By order of the 


I should have 




























pro 
thin the 
House, general debate on this joint resolution has been limited to forty 
ona The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. R1cr] is entitled to 

Mr. BELMONT. I believe I have three minutes remaining from yes- 
terday. I reserve that time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Rice] 
has two minutes remaining. 

Mr, McCREARY. I yield the gentleman from Massachusetts five 
minutes of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts is entitled 
to the floor for seven minutes. 


Mr. RICE. Mr. Chairman, I was saying yesterday when the gavel 


fell that our obligation to pay these rests not upon our good- | 
will or our of benevolence, but upon the obligation of internationa! | 
law; and I quoted my authority to that effect. 

i to cite two or three ts in support of the position | 
W i 


yesterday assumed. And first I cite the precedent of England. 
In 1847 a Jew named Don Pacifico was assailed in Athens by a mob, 


who his . Hewas born at Gibraltar, but he was born 
under the flag and was an English citizen. So soon as word 
came to of the damage which had been done to him by the mob 
in Athens the English Government made demand upon Greece for in- 
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| that there was no international law to sustain his position. 





oo 

AAT1 
demnity. Mark you, he was mobbed because of the prejudice against 
his race, the Jews, on the part of the Greeksin Athens. Greece refused 
to indemnify him for his lesses. Nosooner did word come to England 
of that refusal than a fleet was sent to the Pirseus, and before its shotted 
guns Greece paid the indemnity. Lord Palmerston wascalled to account 
in the house of commons for this act, and it was claimed there as here 
He met in 
the house of commons those who assumed this position, and after a day's 
debate he fixed the principle in English law so firmly that it never since 
has been questioned or shaken. In that great debate Lord Palmerston 
quoted the old boast of the Roman citizen, in which he went panoplied 
through the world, and asked, ‘*Isit less to be an English citizen; shall 
an English citizen be subjected to the laws of the country where he 
chances to be, or shall the army of England follow him and protect him 
wherever in the world he happens to find himself?’’ Hescouted theidea 
that an English citizen was to seek redress and be confined for redress 
to local courts. And he was sustained, as I said, by an overwhelming 
majority of the house of commons; and that principle has never been 
questioned since by the English people. 

My friend from [Illinois [Mr. Hrrr] showed yesterday very plainly 
what we ourselves have done. We demanded indemnity from China; 
what for? For damages done to our citizens, first by mob violence, 
secondly by the armaments of England cannonading Chinese cities; and 
China paid the bills, although the damage was done by the armed 
forces of England attacking the city of Canton. And what did we do, 
as the gentleman said again, when England, through her carelessness, 
let loose the cruisers which drove our commerce from the sea? We 
exacted indemnity for our citizens from proud England; and I trust, 
Mr. Chairman, that there will be now an arm as long and a voice as 
strong to exact indemnity from England for the injuries that her sub- 
jects are now perpetrating, or seeking to perpetrate, on American fish- 
ermen. [Applause. ] 

And now, Mr. Chairman, I say that we owe this to China, not asa 
gratuity, but as an obligation. On the 2d day of September last this 
massacre occurred. ‘The massacre at Glencoe, for nearly two hundred 
years the theme of tragic verse and prose, did not parallel the horrors of 
this in the Territory of Wyoming last September—twenty-eight de 
fenseless men and women shot down in their tracks, fifteen of them 
coming to their death by fire. Thank God, we have the assurance of 
the President that these outrages were committed by aliens, as we are 
assured the outrages in Chicago which have just been shocking the 
country were also committed by aliens, who I hope will not escape the 
justice which has not yet visited their fellow-assassins in Wyoming. 
And now, sir, let us hasten to make such poor reparation as we can by 
payment of the bills for the damages sustained by the victims of these 
outrages, which are detailed with so much accuracy in the appendix to 
the President’s message sent to this House. [Applause. ] 

Mr. McCREARY. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the President’s message 
on this subject be read in my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. ~ The message will be read. 

The Ulerk read as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


It is made the constitutional duty of the President to recommend to the con- 
sideration of the Congress, from time to time, such measures as he shall judge 
necessary and expedient. In no matters can the necessity of this be more evi- 
dent than when the good faith of the United States under the solemn obligation 
of treaties with foreign powers is concerned. 

The question of the treatment of the subjects of China sojourning within the 
jurisdiction of the United States presents such a matter for the urgent and ear- 
nest consideration of the Executive and the Congress. , 

In my first annual message, upon the assembling of the present Congress, I 
adverted to this question in the following words: 

“The harmony of our relations with China is fully sustained. 

“In the application of the acts lately passed to execute the treaty of 1880, re- 
strictive of the immigration of Chinese laborers into the United States, individ- 
ual cases of hardship have occurred beyond the power of the Executive to 
remedy, and calling bor judicial determination. 

“ The condition of the Chinese question in the Western States and Territories 
is, despite this restrictive legislation, far from being satisfactory. The recent 
outbreak in Wyoming Territory, where numbers of unoffending Chinamen, in- 
disputably within the protection of the treaties and the law, were murdered by 
a mob, and the still more recent threatened outbreak of the same character in 
Washington Territory, are fresh inthe minds of all, and there is apprehension 
lest the bitterness of feeling against the Mongolian race on the Pacific slope may 
find vent in similar lawless demonstrations. 

**All the power of thisGovernment should be exerted to maintain the amplest 
good faith toward China in the treatment of these men, and the inflexible stern- 
ness of the law in bringing the wrongdoers to justice should be insisted upon. 

‘Every effort has been made by this Government to prevent these violent 
outbreaks and to aid the representatives of China in their investigation of 
these outrages; and it is but just to say that they are traceable to the lawless- 
ness of men not citizens of the United States engaged in competition with Chi- 
nese laborers. 

** Race prejudice isthe chief factor in originating these disturbances, and it 
exists in a large part of our domain, jeopardizing our domestic peace and the 
ood relationship we strive to maintain with China. 

The admitted right of a government to prevent the influx of elemenjs hos- 
tile to its internal peace and security may not be questioned, even where there 
is no treaty stipulation on the subject. That the exclusion of Chinese labor is 


| demanded in other countries where like conditions prevail is strongly evident 


iu the Dominion of Canada, where Chinese immigration is now regulated by 
laws more exclusive than ourown. If existing lawsare inadequate to compass 
the end in view, I shall be prepared to give earnest consideration to any furthe: 
ote measures within the treaty limits which the wisdom of Congress may 
evise. 
At the time I wrote this the shocking occurrences at Rock Springs, in Wyo- 
ming Territory, were fresh in the mindsof ali, and had been recently presented 
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anew to the atiention of this Government by the Chinese minister in a note 
which, while not unnaturally exhibiting some misconception of our Federal 
system of administration in the Territories, while they as yet are not in the ex- 
ercise of the full measure of that sovereign self-government pertaining to the 
States of the Union, presents in truthful terms main features of the cruel 
outrage there perpetrated upon inoffensive subjects of China. In the investi- 
gation of the Rock Springs outbreak and the ascertainment of the facts on which 
the Chinese minister's statements rest, the Chinese representatives were aided 
by the agents of the United States, and the reports submitted, having been thus 
framed and recounting facts with‘'n the knowledge of witnesses on both sides, 
possess an impartial truthfulness which could not fail to give them great im- 
pressiveness. 

The facts, which so far are not controverted or affected by any exculpatory or 
mitigating testimony, show the murder of a number of Chinese subjects in 
September last at Rock Springs, the wounding of many others, and the spolia- 
tion of the property of all when the unhappy survivors had been driven from 
their habitations. There is no allegation that the victims, by any lawless or 
disorderly act on their part, contributed to bring aboutacollision, On the con- 
trary, it appears that the law-abiding disposition of these people, who were so- 
journers in our midst under the sanction of hospitality and ex treaty obli- 

ions, was made the pretext for the attack upon them. This outrage upon 
aw and treaty engagements was committed by a lawless mob. None of the 
aggressors, happily for the national good fame, appear by the reports to have 
been citizens of the United States. They were aliens, e in that remote 
district as mining laborers, who became excited against the Chinese laborers, 
as it would seem, because of their refusal to join them in a strike to secure 
higher =e. The oppression of Chinese subjects by their rivals in the compe- 
tition for labor does not differ in violence and illegality from that applied to 
other classes of native or alien labor. All are equally under the protection of 
law, and equally entitled to enjoy the benefits of assured public order. 

Were there no treaty in existence referring to the rights of Chinese subjects, 
did they come hither as all other strangers who voluntarily resort to this land 
of om, of self-government, and of laws, here y to win their bread 
and to live their lives, there can be no question that they would be entitled still 
to the same measure of protection from violence and the same free forum for 
the redress of their grievances as any other aliens. 

So far as the treaties between the United States and China stipulate for the 
treatment of the Chinese subjects actually in the United States as the citizens or 
subjects of ‘the most favored nation” are treated, they create no new status 
for them; they simply recognize and confirm a general and existing rule, ap- 
plicable to all aliens alike, for none are favored above others by domestic law, 
and none by foreign treaties, unless it be the Chinese themselves in some re- 
spects. For, by the third article of the treaty of November 17, 1880, between the 
United States and China, it is provided that: 


“ARTICLE ITI, 


“If Chinese laborers, or Chinese of any other class, now either permancntly 
or temporarily residing in the territory of the United States, meet with ill-treat- 
inent at the hands of any other persons, the Government of the United States 
will exert all its power to devise measures for their protection, and to secure 
to them the same rights, privileges, immunities, and exemptions as may be en- 
joyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation, and to which they 
“"Thie article may te held nsti special privilege for Chi bjects 

is article may eld to co; tute a privilege for nese su 
in the United States as compared with other aliens; not that it creates any pecul- 
iar rights which others do not share, but in case of ill-treatment of the 
Chinese in the United States this Government is bound to “ exert all its power 
to devise measures for their protection,” by securing to them the rights to which, 

ually with any and all other foreigners, they are entitled. 

hether it is now incumbent upon the United States to amend their general 
laws or devise new measures in this regard I do not consider in the present 
communication, but eonfine myself to the particular point raised by the outrage 
and massacre at Rock Springs. 

The note of the Chinese minister, and the documenta which accompany it, 
give,as I believe,an unexaggerated statement of the lamentable incident, and 
ponsend, Sapesnere the regrettable circumstance that the proceedings, in the 
name of justice, for the ascertainment of the crime and fixing the responsibility 
therefor were a ghastly mockery of justice. So long as the Chinese minister, 
under his instructions, makes this the basis of an to the principles and 
convictions of mankind, no exception can be taken. when he goes further, 
and, taking as his precedent the action of the Chinese Government in past in- 
stances where the lives of American citizens and their property in China have 
been endangered, arguesa reciprocal ob! non the of the United States 
to indemnify the Chinese subjects who ered at Rock it became neces- 
sary to meet his argument, and to deny, most emphatically, the conclusions he 
seeks to draw as to the existence of such a liability and the right of the Chinese 
Government to insist upon it. 

I draw the attention of the Congress to the latter part of the note of the Sec- 
retary of State of February 18, 1886, in reply to the Chinese minister's repre- 
sentations, and to invite consideration of the cogent reasons by which 
he reaches the conclusion while the United States Government is under no 
obligation, whether by the express terms of its treatles with China or the prin- 
ciples of international law, to indemnify these Chinese gry caused 
by such means and under the admitted a eee = view of the 
palpable and discreditable failure of the authorities yoming Territory to 
oring to justice the guilty or to assure to the sufferers an im forum 
in which to seek and obtain compensation for the losses which those subjects 
have incurred by lack of police pomedion, and consid further the entire 
absence of provocation or tribution on the part of the the Executive 
may be induced to bring the matter to the benevolent of the Con- 

in order that that body, in its high discretion, may direct the bounty of 
the Government in aid of innocent and peaceful strangers whose maltreatment 
has brought discredit upon the country, with the distinct understanding that 
such action is in no wise to be held as a precedent, is wholly gratuitous, and is 
resorted to in a spiritof pure generosity teward those who are otherwise help- 


The correspondence exchanged is herewith submitted for the information of 
the Congress. 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 











EXECUTIVE MANs1oN, Washington, March 2, 1886. 


Mr. McCREARY. - Mr. Chairman, the whole subjectof indemnifying 
certain Chinese for damages done to them at Rock Spri Wyoming 
Territory, has been so fully discussed and soably presented by the Presi- 


dent in his message, and his reasons are so ample for the ap- 
pecerietioe, that I shall be very brief. The is very 
nteresting and very important. The trouble at Rock and the 


information that wé get from the States on the Pacific slope show that 
there is a hostile feeling between Americans and Chinese, and that 
there is almost an irrepressible conflict between our people and them, 
which in my opinion can not be stopped except by absolute restriction 
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of Chinese immigration to this country, and I am in favor, sir, of going 


as far as the treaty between this country and China will allow us in 


prohibiting Chinese laborers from coming to this country. But the 
question before us for consideration now is the treatment of the sub- 


jects of China sojourning within the jurisdiction of the United States. 


It appears, according to all the evidence, that these harmless ana help- 
less people at Rock Springs were in no respect guilty of violence, that 
they were in no respect injuring anybody at the time they were at- 
tacked and twenty-eight of them killed and a number wounded. 

These Chinese were within the territary of the United States, and al- 
lowed to come here under a treaty, and the United States had agreed 
to ‘exert all its power to devise measures for their protection and to 
secure them the same rights, privileges, immunities, and exemptions as 
are enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation, and 
to which they are entitled by treaty. I do not know that I would be 
able to support this proposition of indemnity if it stood alone, but con- 
sidering the relations between the United States and China and the 
necessity for further legislation and further treaty stipulations prohibit- 
ing Chinese immigration, I am inclined to support the bill. 

it appeals to us because it concerns our relations witha nation with 
which we are to-day upon friendly terms, and which, when we asked 
indemnity for injuries inflicted upon American citizens in China, granted 
it to a large amount, having paid at one time $750,000. In addition 
to this, policy requires the payment of the amount asked for. There 
are to-day more than a thousand American citizens in China and miJ!- 
ions of American capital, and under all the circumstances it is perhaps 
best to pay this indemnity. I wish to say, however, in this connec- 
tion that there is no treaty stipulation and no law that requires it to 
be paid. If we pay it, we pay it for the benefit of poor, helpiess, un- 
fortunate men whose houses were burned before their eyes, the lives 
of twenty-eight of them destroyed, and many of them wounded. I 
believe, sir, that this case appeals to us asa civilized people, as a Chris- 
tian people, and the bill should be to indemnify the sufferers. 
I now yield to the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PHELPs] ten 
minutes. . 

Mr.PHELPS. Their houses were burned; their goods were pillaged: 
twenty-eight of them were killed and fifteen wounded. And the only 
provocation was that they would not join in a strike. That is the case, 
and the question is, ‘‘ What are we going to do about it?’’ and the 
answer ought. to be, and I believe will be, ‘‘ Do what the adminuistra- 
tion recommends and what this bill provides for and pay for the prop- 
erty destroyed.’’ Not for charity’s sake, but for solid reasons. Be- 
cause it is good policy, as u by the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
WORTHINGTON |; because it is a single reciprocity for a hundred cases, 
where China has paid an indemnity to us, as urged by his colleague, 
Mr. Hirt, and because it is an international obligation, as urged by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Rice]. 

It is policy, because we have more property in China than China 
has in the United States. We need millions to measure our property, 
thousands will measure theirs; and if we change the old rule of prac- 
tice and adopt the new onc, that the natural government may throw 
the obligation to defend the rights of foreigners on one of its members, 
call it State, Territory, province, or vice-royalty, the United States wil! 
in the future lose a great deal more than China. If the new rule had 
prevailed in the East, the great fortunes which have been brought to 
this country, and whose splendor is yet conspicuous in Wall street and 
Fifth avenue, would never have got across the Pacific. But there isa 
moral obligation than these considerations of policy. Wc 
ought to pay this indemnity to China, because China has paid indemni- 
ties to us in a score, perhaps in a hundred cases similar to this, only 


less meritorious. 
diplomatic relatioas with China for nearly fifty 
years has been only the history of prompt and greedy claims for in- 
i and of prompt and generous payment on its part. 
rights of every American citizen when violated. 11 
has paid for the violated rights of Chinese subjects when they were 
connected with ours; as when they paid a Chinese landlord, whose house 
by a mob, because an American leased it, and as when they 
paid for oo es and clothing of native helpers, which was lost in 
American missionaries. This is the way China paid in- 
demnities up to 1858, In this fashion she paid them in detail, then 
she paid them in gross. She took more than $700,000, gave it to th« 
United Btates Government and said, ‘‘ Take this and pay your coun- 


We took it, we paid all claims generously, with 12 cent. interest: 
but the generosity of China was so ample that after all this we had le‘t 
nearly one-third of the sum to return to China. China did 
this and shamed the spirit in which Christian countries pay 
This te the moral Mo ee but there is a Jegal the 

» but a one—the interna- 

nited States has treaties with the Empire 0! 

In these treaties she promised to protect Chinese subjects. 

The United States has failed to keep its covenants. It did not protect 
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of its covenants it can shift its liablity by saying that it was the cove- 
nant and therefore the liability of one of its members. . 

Unfortunately it is easy to declare this doctrine, but it seems impos- 
sible to establish and maintain. All writers on international law from 
Grotius to Woolsey have examined and rejected it. We have accepted 
itin declaration but have always rejected it in practice. We have 
generally asserted this doctrine most vehemently at the very moment 
we were about to transgress it. Our habit has been to assert bad law 
and practice good. We did this in the famous case at New Orleans. 
A mob destroyed the property of Spanish subjects. Her Spanish Maj- 
esty demanded indemnity. r 

The powerful voice of Daniel Webster was heard in reply. He de- 
clared this bad law magnificently and referred them to the State of 
Louisiana and itscourts. Her Spanish Majesty ignored all this elo- 
quence in declaration of bad law and asked for the usual practice, and 
the Secretary of State recommended Congress to vote the indemnity 
and say nothing more of the State’s liability. But more significant 
yet was the case in China at the timeof the Anglo-Chinese wer. China, 
learning the verbal tricks of civilization, concluded she would declare 
bad law and see the result. She told our Department of State that the 
vice-royalty of Canton was the party liable and that in its tribunals 
the American claimants must find redress. OurSecretary, Lewis Cass, 
said little against the bad law in the plea. How could he? But in- 
sisted on the usual good practice, and China, the nation, the empire, 
paid the bill. 

And in European countries the same uniformity of action prevails, 
accompanied still in some cases by the same declaration of the bad law, 
that would relieve national obligation and substitute local. Indeed, 
comprehensive as was the claim made yesterday by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Rice] that no text-book in its summary of princi- 
ples and no civilized nation in its practice had ever followed this bad 
law, I believe it is the truth. If, then, in this case we put the bad law 
for the first time into practice against a semi-barbarous nation, public 
opinion will say we cid it because China was weak and could not en- 
force its rights, and the world will compare the pagan civilization of 
the Chinese Empire with the Christian civilization of the great Amer- 
ican Republic, and not to our credit. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The time ofthe gentleman from New Jersey [ Mr. 
PHELPS] has expired. 

Mr. HENLEY. I desire to ask the gentleman from New Jersey a 
question. 


The CHAIRMAN. The timeof the gentleman from New Jersey has 
expired. 

Mr. PHELPS. I shall be glad to answer the gentleman’s question 
if time be given me. 


TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr.McCreary] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HENLEY. Will the gentleman from Kentucky permit me to 
put a question to the gentleman from New Jersey ? 

Mr. MCCREARY. I yield for that purpose, but I trust the gentle- 
man will be very brief. 

Mr. HENLEY. It was stated yesterday, and the gentleman from 
New Jersey doubtless heard the statement, that Mr. Blaine, when Sec- 
retary of State, adopted a different rule from that for which the gentle- 
man contends and which is asserted by the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs in presenting this bill; in other words, that upon outrages being 
committed certain Chinese subjects in the city of Denver and 
= ity being demanded, Mr. Blaine or Mr. Evarts, I forget 
w a 

em seen Both of them. Itwas I who made the statement 
Mr. HENLEY. Denied the right to indemnity. I should like to 
hear from the gentleman from New Jersey on that subject, because 
upon these matters everybody knows him to be facile princeps. 
HELPS. If I answer the gentleman in the way he wishes me 
do not see that it involves any contradiction of my statement 
Daniel Webster, Lewis Cass, Hamilton Fish, James G. Blaine, 
Frederick T. Frelinghuysen all made the declarations I have cited. 
I admitted that the declarations had been made by almost all our ad- 
ministrations that we were exempt from obligation under a treaty if 
we could refer the party complaining to a local authority or tribunal; 
same time I claimed that there was no break in the practice 
of these very Secretaries, who, after making their declarations, followed 
the fashion of American diplomacy and paid the indemnity whenever 
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it was due and demanded. 

Mr. MCKENNA. Will the gentleman from New Jersey allow me 
to ask him a ? 

Mr. je I three minutes to the gentleman from 


3 Mr. Chairman, as I intend to vote for this reso- 
lution I wish to briefly state my reasons for so doing, as well as to re- 


fer to the of Chinese im which has been introduced 
into Within the limited time allotted to me in the de- 
bate I can ‘discuss the questions y and not minutely. The 


of is to pay for the losses the Chinese sustained 
by the outbreak and violence upon them at Rock Springs, in Wyoming 


Territory, last September. 
affair have been so widely published throughout this country and the 
world, and that to our discredit, that it is unnecessary for me to detail 


The facts of this inhuman and murderous 


them here. Twenty-eight unoffending Chinamen were killed outright, 

many others wounded and driven from their burning homes and prop- 

erty, seeking refuge in the hills and mountains; some were burned. 
The coroner’s jury there found as follows: 


We, the undersigned, members of the coroner’s jury, from the evidence before 
us, state that human bodies Nos. 5,6,7,8,9,10, 11, 12,13, 14.and 15 came to their 
death from exposure to fire, the nationality of said bodies being unknown to us, 
as they were defaced beyond recognition. 


And the grand jury as follows: 


We have diligently inquired into the occurrence at Rock Springs on the 2d 
day of September last, and, though we have examined a large number of wit- 
nesses, no one has been able to testify toa single criminal act committed by any 
known white person that day, Whatever crimes may have been cand, 
the perpetrators thereof have not been disclosed by the evidence before us; 
and therefore, while we deeply regret the circumstance, we are wholly unable, 
acting under the obligation of our oaths, to return indictments, 


There is no chance of redressthere. Shall this Christian nation which 
has persistently sought closer and more intimate commercial and friendly 
relations for years with China, into which country our missionaries and 
merchants and other citizens go, and for whom we claim protection of 
life and property while there, and for the loss of which by violence we 
have exacted and received indemnity from that Government in times 
past, now fail or refuse to respond to the requirements of the ‘‘ golden 
rule?”? 

The gentleman from California [Mr. HENLEY] inquires of the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PHELPS] if this proposition is not against 
the policy of Mr. Blaine when he was Secretary of State. Be that as 
it may, I see the gentleman from [liinois [Mr. Hirr], then Assistant 
Secretary under Mr. Blaine and now a member of this House, advo- 
cates it. 

I do not support this joint resolution upon any idea that there is clear 
and undoubted liability on the part of this Government under interna- 
tional law. I do not consider the many instances cited here are good 
precedents for this case, but I shall vote for the joint resolution upon the 
ground of our past relations with China. Itwas at the instance of this 
Government our people have been admitted there and our missionaries 
and merchants have been allowed to pursue their calling in that em- 
pire. Our citizens resident there have also been indemnified by the 
Chinese Government for losses and damages sustained by them. I do 
it, sir, upon the ground of moral obligation under the peculiar circum- 
stances of thecase. In this connection I call attention again to the clos- 
ing paragraph of the President’s message which has been read. It is 
as follows: 


I draw the attention of the Congress to the latter part of the note of the Secre- 
tary of State of February 18, 1886, in reply to the Chinese minister's representa- 
tions, and to invite especial consideration of the cogent reasons by which he 
reaches the conclusion that, whilst the United States Government is under no 
obligation, whether by the express terms of its treaties with China or the prin- 
ciples of international law, to indemnify these Chinese subjects for losses caused 
by such means and under the admitted cireumstances, yet that in view of the pal- 
pable and discreditable failure of the authorities of Wyoming Territory to bring 
to justice the guilty parties or to assure to the sufferers an impartial forum in 
which to seek and obtain compensation for the losses which those subjects have 
incurred by lack of police protection, and considering further the entire ab- 
sence of provocation or contribution on the part of the victims, the Executive 
may be induced to bring the matter to the benevolent consideration of the Con- 
gress, in order that that body, in its high discretion, may direct the bounty of 
the Government in aid of innocentand peaceful strangers whose maltreatment 
has brought discredit upon the country, with the distinct understanding that 
such action is in no wise to be held as a precedent, is wholly gratuitous, and is 
a to in a spirit of pure generosity toward those who are otherwise help- 

ess. 

The correspondence exchanged is herewith submitted for the information of 
the Congress. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 

EXECUTIVE MAwNsiIon, IVashinglon, March 2, 1886. 


And also to that part of the note of the Secretary of State therein 
referred to as follows: 


Yet Iam frank to say that the circumstances of the case now under consider- 
ation contain features which I am disposed to believe may induce the President 
to recommend to the Congress, not as under obligation of treaty or principle of 
international law, but solely from a sentiment of generosity and pity to an in- 
nocent and unfortunate body of men, subjects of a friendly power, who, being 
peaceably employed within our jurisdiction, were so shockingly outraged 
that in view of the gross and shameful failure of the police authorities at Rock 
Springs, in Wyoming Territory, to keep the peace, or even to attempt to kcep the 
peace, or to make proper efforts to uphold the law, or punish the criminals, or 
make compensation for the loss of property pillaged or destroyed, it may rea- 
sonably be a subject for the benevolent consideration of Congress, whether with 
the distinct understanding that no precedent is thereby created, or liability for 
want of proper enforcement of patles jurisdiction in the Territories, they will 
not, ex gratia, grant pecuniary relief to the sufferers in the case now before us to 
the extent of the value of the property of which they were so outrageously de- 
prived, to the grave discredit of republican institutions. 

I trust you will recognize in what I have herein suggested the desire of the 
United States to carry into effect the “golden rule" recited in the treaty to 
which you have made reference, and that in such action you will perceive our 
wish and purpose to confirm and perpetuate the friendship and comity which, 
I trust, may long exist between our respective countries. You will, I am sure, 
agree that in good faith, and in compliance with their obligations, the Govern- 
ment of the United States is strenuously asserting its power to secure the pro- 
tection of your countrymen within its jurisdiction. 

Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my highest consideration. 

T. Ff. BAYARD. 
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I desire to say in relation to some criticism which the gentleman 
from California { Mr. FeuTon] made upon the Committee on Foreign 

Affairs, wherein he called attention to the fact that in his judgment the 
committee ought to have given more attention tothe question of restric- 
tion upon the immigration of Chinese than to making for 
any loss or damage they may have sustained—I wish to say in reply to 
that criticism of the gentleman from California that no question before 
that committee has received more deliberate and careful consideration 
than the question of further restriction to which he has adverted. Ihad 
the honor myself to vote for the strongest restriction bill which has 
passed the House, but which was vetoed by a Republican President. 

' I have voted for all these measures of restriction and will also vote for 
this joint resolution. I am willing to vote to the fullest extent in favor 
of bona fide restrictions, and to go even to the extent of abrogating the 
treaty with China if necessary to protect American laborers and Amer- 
ican society from the evil effects of this Mongolian immigration. Itis 
conceded by all that itis an evil. It has been greatly repressed by laws 
' already enacted under treaties. Let us by proper action go forward and 
entirely stop it in the interest of intelligent, honorable, and self-respect- 
ing American laborers, but let us do it by honorable means consistent 
with treaty stipulations; and while upon this subject let me say that 
Congress may well consider whether the time has not come when pa- 
triotism and wisdom shall dictate further discrimination against the 
immigration of some other classes equally as dangerous to this coun 
and its institutions as these Chinese. The true laborer and b: 
winner of this country has no worse enemies than such creatures as these 
who committed this massacre upon these unoffending Chinese at Rock 
Springs in the Territory of Wyoming. These creatures were aliens 
and not citizens of this country. Thecauseof honest American laborers 
is not promoted by the lawless conduct and crimes of such persons. 
And while well-meaning, industriots, and virtuous foreigners desiring 
to better their conditions should be welcomed to our shores, there are 
those whose conduct and teachings lead toward anarchy, and who are 
far more dangerous to American society and institutions than are the 
Chinese. I mean such as bring among us socialism, Mormonism, and 
anarchism, 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BELMONT. I call for the regular order of business. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the order of the House debate is 
now closed on the pending joint resolution, and the Clerk will proceed 
to read the first section. 

The Clerk read the first section of the bill, as follows: 


Resolved, &c., That the sum of $147,748.74 be, ont the same is hereby, appro- 
priated out of ‘any moneys in Treasury not soc unbappt to be 
paid to the Chinese Government, in of the losses 


tained by certain Chinese ee by mob violence at Rock Spri: the Ter- 
ritory of Wy one, September 2, —_ the said sum intended oe dictriva. 
tion among the sufferers and their legal representatives, in the discretion of the 


Chinese Government — 


Mr. CAREY. Mr. Chairman, I rise to move an. amendment to the 
first section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CAREY. I move in line 5, after the word *‘ appropriated,” to 
insert “for so much thereof as may be 

Mr. BELMONT. There is no objection to e amendment. 

Mr. CAREY. I desire to be heard on my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will — 

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Chairman, I have no the amount peuenn 
to be appropriated by this resolution is double the value of prop- 
erty actually lost and destroyed. Ifthe purpose of this joint resolu- 
tion be to pay the Chinese Government vindictive damages, intending 
thereby to make the Chinese Government and people feel kindly toward 
us as a nation, the appropriation is not too large. But ifthe object be 
to pay the value only of the p lost through the outrages of the 
mob, then this joint resolution should be amended by the insertion of 
the words ‘‘or so much thereof as may be ,” and further 
amended so as to require the existence col loss of the ’ property to be 
established by evidence. 

The effect of this resolution is to pay to the Chinese Government an 
amount of money sufficient to give each Chinese resident of Rock 
Springs on the day of the riot nearly $200. The assessed value of the 

of Sweetwater County, in which Rock Springs is located, was 
in 1885 about two and a half million of dollars. Of this amount the 
Chinese residents only returned a few hundred dollars. 

The Chinamen, after they were induced to return to Rock Springs 
under military protection, examined the ruins of their huts, and un- 
earthed, it was stated at the time, much of the treasure which they 
claimed they had lost. Because the Chinese Government made a mis- 
take a number of years ago, and paid to this Government a much 
larger sum of money than was required to indemnify American citizens 
for losses sustained in the Chinese Empire, is no reason why this Gov- 
ernment slfot the penpie of Sty tendteny Tae mann 

On behalfof the people of my Terri desire to state, is vi 
unfortunate that the whole irl has ok been fl with peitannto 
the riot at Rock Springs. There isa 
bility and place it at the door of certain 


ulation. The chairman of the Committee on Foreign in answer 













to a question yesterday, replied that only Welshmen and Swedes were 
engaged in the mob. The appendix to the report of that committee 
shows that the nationalities engaged were English, Welsh, Scotch. 

Irish, and Scandinavians, their numbers predominating in the order 
named.” These people are not deserving of all the odium whigh at- 

taches to the disgraceful affair. Race was undoubtedly a strong factor, 

but the constant agitation of the Chinese question by the press and the 
people had intensified the bitter feeling prevailing at that time. Con- 
gress and the treaty-making power of the Government had attempted 
to restrict Chinese immigration. The remedy lied had not been 
sufficiently radical. Labor, always jealousof its rights, read daily that 
the law was being evaded and that the country west was being ove: 

whelmed by Chinese immigrants. 

The white miners on the day the riot occurred claimed and though: 
they had grievances. They believed from reports circulated in the cam) 
that they had been discriminated against in the working of the mines, an! 
that white miners in the village were refused work while Chinamen 
readily obtained employment. While these grievances were probably 
imaginary, itonly required a difficulty in the mines between a white man 





and a Chinaman to rouse the miners to the highest state of excitement. 
There is no evidence that the outrageous deeds committed were in any 


sense The fire had been smoldering for months, and 
it only required the excitement of the morning to fan it into flames 
When the mob had once assembled and started on its mad career rea- 
son did not govern; its only code was blood, pillage, and destruction. 

The people of Wyoming Territory sincerely regret that the riot ov- 
curred. They do not apologize for it, but in the strongest terms con- 
demn it. They do not think they should in any wise be held responsi 
ble for it. 

During the sixteen years of the political existence of the Territory 
previous to this trouble good order had been maintained throughout 
the Territory; the laws had been enforced, and life and property wer 
as safe as it was possible for it to be ina newcountry. Her people are 
not of that kind that excite race prejudices or justify mob violence. 

The President, in his special message to Congress, says: 

While the United States Government is under no obligation, whether by the 

one terms of its treaties with China or the principles of international law 


ndemnify these Ch su for losses such means and unde: 
eonten circumstances that in view of the pa and discredita!)). 
failure of the authorities oa 


yoming Territory to bring to justice the guilt 
or to assure to the sufferers an impartial forum in which to seek and o! 

tain compensation for the losses which those subjects have incurred by lack o! 
police protection, and considering further the entire absence of provocation or 
contribution on the part of the victims, the Executive may be i uced to bring 
the matter to the benevolent consideration of the Congress, in order that that 

body, in its high discretion, may direct the bounty of the Government in aid of 


innocentand ul strangers whose maltreatment has brought discredit upo:: 


the country, with the distinct understanding that such action is in no wise to 
be held as a wholly gratuitous, and is resorted to in a spirit of pur: 
generosity toward those who are otherwise helpless. 

This does an unintentional injustice to the authorities o: 
theTerritory. Sweetwater County is a large county containing an are: 
equal to the combined area of several of the small States. Its votin: 
population is only 1,100. Its peace i scattered over the count) 
at the time the riot occurred, consisted of a sheriff and bis deputy an 
three or four constables; which, previous to this time, had been ample 
to maintain good order. The trouble had not been’ apprehended b) 
anyone. The Chinese consul states in his letter that the sheriff of the 
county did all that was in his power. All the officers, from the gov- 
ernor down, backed by the people of the Territory, were prompt to su))- 
press subsequent threatened outbreaks in other sections of the Terr'- 
tory. Much is said about the action of the grand jury in Sweetwater 

. The excitement was so great in the county immediately atic: 
the riot that the investigation should have been postponed to a futur: 
time. 

It is rare, indeed, that men who have engaged in riots are brought to 
justice. It is true there is no forum in the county in which compens..- 
tion for the losses incurred can be maintained; but this is not becaus: 
those who were damaged were Chinese subjects. The Chinese stand in 
the same position as Americans in this respect. A civil action would 
not lie against the county. Sweetwater County stands in this regari 
in the same position as the counties in most of the States of the Union. 
In buta small number of the States is a right of action given by statute 
against municipal corporations for losses sustained by reasou of mob 
violence. 


The riot had not its origin at Rock Springs. Of the population 0! 
the Pacific States and Territories it is estimated that nearly 10 per cen'. 
are M Chinese labor has largely undermined on the Paciii: 
coast the labor not only of citizens of foreign birth, but of those born |) 
this country. Each year the Mongolians are pushing farther East 
white labor is uneasy, and difficulties between the two races are |) - 
coming frequent occurrences. As long as the Chinamen are in tl) 
country they will be entitled to its protection. White labor will arm) 
itself against Chinese labor, because it can not successfully compet 
with it. ag ny armen to centuries of deprivation, can live 


on far less than it is ee to live on. The former 
ee enn ee large enough for an 
ordinary closet. He is not burdened in this country with wife an‘ 
children. He in no sense becomes a part of our people or takes upon 
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of the duties of citi He the fruit of his 

eae view only of it to his mother country. 
“Ine Sataeetiiteat oc teasttheh wilh oheaeeigram 
strict all to this country. The people of 
the Pacific States and Territories have for years protested fur- 
ther Chinese on. The Territories of the United States want 
more population. Men who bring families become citizens, build homes, 


en gy tree gas Some Nene receive a hearty 
welcome. Possessing these qualifications, there is never any inquiry 
sdilivan to ender seteuniiieg It is such men as these who live in the 
Territories that ask that their honest labor shall not be brought into 
competition with that of the Chinese who are imported into the coun- 
try under contracts which hold them in a condition little removed above 
that of slavery. 

This nation has since its foundation with wise laws protected its pro- 
ductions against the competition of the productions of foreign coun- 
tries. It is important that the nation should elevate the labor of its 
own citizens and protect them a race that can in no wise iden- 

and assimilate itself with the American people. The good order 
oa the _ and the best interest of the American citizen require and 


Owing t ‘the building of new railroads, to the inexhaustible coal 
Territory ten thousand miners will within a very 

required. If these miners be Mongolians, they will add 

or tena = of the Territory, but will sap its very life, and 
the mining camps will consist only of huts. If the miners employed 
be white men, besides adding great wealth to the Territory it will bring 
forty to fifty thousand additional population, and instead of villages of 
Chinese huts, well-built towns will spring up, in which will live thrifty 


ere the hammer fell. } 
Mr. BELMONT. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 
we * 
Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. I have an amendment to offer. 
Mr. CAREY. I would like — ity tocontinue my remarks. 
Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. My object in offering the amendment 
is to speak to the merits of the a ee wee 
be afforded beforé the measure is 
The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the i ateseate from New York is 
in order; and the Chair is bound to entertain it. The gentleman from 
New York moves that the committee now rise. 


pending that amendment the gentleman from New York has — the 
that the committee rise 


Mr, CAREY. I think a number of amendments will be required to 
section. 


this 

The being taken on the motion of Mr. BeLwonv, there 
were—ayes 123, noes 16. 

Mr. G. No quorum. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I asked for a division on this question, 
with no intention whatever of the consideration of the bill. 
I am in favor of it; but I think it only fair that some one should be 
heard for five minutes to the amendment suggested by 
the gentleman from Wyoming, and we in opposition to the logic 

which he attempted to 

The CHAIRMAN. The will state to the gentleman from Indi- 


ana that the amendment of the ge" .teman from Wyoming is pending. 
Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. But, as I understand, the purpose of the 


motion to rise and go back into the House is to cut ‘off further debate 


on ae subject. 
The CHAIRMAN. That is for the House to determine. Does the 
— from Louisiana [MrgKtxc] make the point that no quorum 


vow. KING. Yes, sir. 
Mr. ow A quorum is not required upon a motion that the com- | 


Hi 


The CHAIRMAN. On this question the ayes are 123, the noes 16. | 


The motion is agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Hatcn reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union having had under consideration House joint | 
No. 147 had come to no conclusion thereon. 


it 


Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Speaker, I move that, when the House next | 
resolves itself into Committee of the Whole for the consideration of 
this subject, all debate on this resolution and all amendments thereto 
be limited to one minute. 

Mr. MILLS. Say thirty minutes. 

Mr. BELMONT. I must insist upon the motion; the time of the 
comnts is very limited. 


O'NEILL, of Missouri. I move toamend by making it five min- 


_ Mr. MILLS. All the debate has been taken up on one side. Give 
us some on the other. I move to amend by making it ten minutes. 
Mr. BELMONT. The time of the committee under the rule is lim- 
ited to only a few minutes more, and I must insist upon the motion. 


Dt 


Mr. BELMONT 
251, and also line 252, with a view of inserting them hereafter at their 


The question being taken on the amendment to the amendment, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Minis, the House divided; and there were—ayes 41, 
noes 79. 

Mr. MILLS. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order being made that no quorum 
has voted, the Chair will order tellers. 

Mr. MILs and Mr. BrL@onr were appointed tellers. 

The House again divided; but before the result was announced the 
Speaker declared that the hour for the consideration of bills under the 
rule had expired. 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of further considering the 
diplomatic and consular appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Hatcw in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the pending amendment, 
submitted by the gentleman from Illinois last evening. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out line 237 and insert: 

** Mexico: Tenieie at Acapulco and Matamoras, at $2,000 each, $4,000. 

Mr. CANNON. Thisismerely adding Matamoras at its proper place, 
it having been stricken out before. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Friendly and Navigator's Islands: Consul at Apia, $1,500. 

Chili: Consul at Talcahuano, $1,000. 


I move to strike out the paragraph in lines 250 and 


proper places in the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Salaries, consular service (class 6). 

Mr. CANNON. I offer the same amendment there, to strike out the 
words “‘salaries, consular service,’’ 

The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee informally rose; and Mr. Rocers having taken the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, by Mr. Mc- 
Cook, its Secretary, announced that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
following title; in which the concurrence of the House of Representa- 
tives was requested, namely: 

A bill (S. 1532) to regulate commerce. 

CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Turkish dominions: Consul at Sivas, $) ,500. 

Mr. BELMONT. At this point, Mr. Chairman, I move to insert 
the line 250, stricken out a moment ago, as follows: 

Friendly and Navigator's Islands: Consul at Apia, $1,500. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not understand, because of the rearrangement 
of this bill, which is so different from what we have had before, what 
is the necessity for this amendment. I should be glad if the gentle- 
man would state it. What is the effect of the amendment? 

Mr. BELMONT. It is simply to put the salary in the class to which 

this officer belongs. 
| Mr. HOLMAN. Under the present law ? 
Mr. BELMONT. Yes; and the manner in which it is inserted in 
| the wrong place arose from the fact that the estimates of the Depart- 
ment contained a recommendation that this consul should have the 
salary raised, and would therefore go into another class. The com- 
mittee, however, preferred to leave him in the class to which he be- 
longed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. So the salary is not raised? 

Mr.BELMONT. No, sir; onthe contrary, he remains by this amend- 
ment where he was prior to the preparation of this bill 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


so it will stand ‘* class 6.’’ 


SCHEDULE ¢ 
Salaries, consular service (class 7 


Mr. CANNON. I move to amend in line 302 by striking out the 


' 

| 

; as ng ; eo ae ~ memert 
words salaries, consular service,’’ so that it will stand ‘‘class 7,’’ as 
| in the other classifications. 

|. The amendment was agreed to 

The Clerk read as follows: 

British dominions: Consuls at Gaspe Ba Windsor (Nova Scotia), Bombay, 


Sierra Leone, and Turk’s Island, at $1,000 ea ch , 5,000 
Mr. CANNON. Does 
an amendment there? 
Mr. BELMONT. I have no amendment that I desire to offer. 
Mr. CANNON. I propose to offer an amendment, to insert the line 
stricken out heretofore, 252, as follows 
Chili: Consul at Talcahuano, $1,009. 


the gentleman from New York desire to offer 
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Mr. BELMONT. I had p to insert that at the end of this 
paragraph of the bill; but let it go in here; it is immaterial. 

The amendment was agreed to 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Allowance for clerks at consulates, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of State at consulates not herein provided forin respect to clerk-hire, 
no greater portion of this sum than $400 to be allowed to any one consulate in 
any one fiscal year: Provided, That the total sum expended in one year shall 
not exceed amount appropriated, $10,000. 


Mr. HEWITT. I desire to offer an amendment, and after it is read 
I will make a brief explanation of the reason for offering it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of line 379 add: 

** Provided further, That out of the amount hereby appropriated the Secretary 
of State may make such allowance as may to him seem proper to any inter- 
preter for clerical services in addition to his pay as interpreter.’ 

Mr. HEWITT. Mr. Chairman, under this provision $10,000 may be 
used in the discretion of the Secretary of State to pay additional clerk- 
hire at consulates. By a subsequent provision $4,000 are appropriated 
for pay of interpreters and guards at the consulates at Constantinople, 
Smyrna, Cairo, Jerusalem, Beirut, and Seoul. At Constantinople the 
interpreter receives a salary of $480 a year. When I had the honor of 
being in that city I discovered that this interpreter was the mainstay 
of the consulate; that he was not only the interpreter, but he had to go 
into the court, that he had to keep the records of the consulate, that 
he was doing the work of a first-class lawyer in Turkish law. Heisa 
Greek by birth, is a good English scholar, and has a general knowledge 
of modern languages. I found the sum he received was totally inade- 
quate, and I satisfied myself we were doing a gross injustice to this 
competent gentleman by giving him only $480 a year. On my return 
I represented the fact to the Secretary of State, and allowance was made 
of $120 a year out of the appropriation for clerks at consulates, which 
gave him $600 in all. 

This continued till the change of administration, when the incor- 
ruptible First Comptroller of the Treasury disallowed the additional 
amount paid to the interpreter of $120. The result was that my friend, 
out of his allowance of $480, had to repay the additional amount he had 
already received and expended. He ou written to me a most distress- 
ful letter, with which I will not trouble the House, except by showing 
the length of it [holding up the letter) to see if some relief could not 
be had. 

I communicated with the First Comptroller, and have received from 
him a most careful legal opinion, in which I am bound to say he sus- 
tains his position that he was compelled to reject this additional allow- 
ance of clerk-hire on the ground that section 1765 of the Revised Stat- 
utes forbids any officer receiving pay from two several appropriations, 
unless it is done by authority of Congress. He says he is very sorry 
he is compelled to come to this conclusion, but the law leaves him no 
choice. lask the House to authorize the Secretary of State, if he deems 
it proper, to make an allowance of this moderate character, as he has 
done heretofore, out of this fund. It does not increase the amount one 
dollar, It allows meritorious officers receiving small salaries to live, 
and no more. 

Mr. CANNON. I would have preferred, if this very worthy em- 
ployé of whom the gentleman from New York needs relief, 
that the provision should be specific as to that employé. I do not 
know whether it is good policy or not to provide that interpreters ma, 
also receive pay as clerks. If this principle is to be applied the world 
round at all these different consulates where an interpreter is neces- 
sary, it may grow into an abuse. 

Mr. HEWITT. It is left to the discretion of the Secretary. 

Mr. CANNON. I know it is left to his discretion, and I presume he 
will exercise it wisely. 

Mr. HEWITT. Iam perfectly willing to modify the amendment; 
but I supposed the same difficulty might exist at some place we did 
not know about. I only pointed out thiscase. The amount for clerk- 
hire is very small, only $10,000, and only $4,000 are allowed for inter- 
preters. The Secretary by this amendment is allowed a little discre- 
tion, and that is aii there is of it. 

Mr. CANNON. | apprehend as to this item the gentleman is right, 
but if he will go through the bill he will find other appropriations for 
interpreters at other places. 

But as regards the decisions of the First Comptroller I want to give 
the gentleman from New York and the House notice that if the House 
proposes to change legislation all along the line to meet the legal opin- 
ions and views ort the First Comptroller and of the clerks in his office as 
now desired, the gentleman from New York will find that he will not 
have time fremthion else scarcely during the balance of this 

Mr. HEWITT. Ta admit the amendment is open to a point of order, 
and the gentleman can object to it on the point of order if he sees fit. 
I havesimply thrown, not myself, but this particular case, on the char- 


ity of the House. If any gentleman objects on the point of order, I have 
done my duty. 

Mr. CANNON. It is too late now to make the point of order. 

Mr. HEWITT. I am glad of that. 


Mr. CANNON. And I donot want tomakeitanyhow. ButI want 
to call the attention of the committee again to the _ that many de- 
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cisions of this most excellent First Comptroller are breeding great 
trouble in very small matters. For instance, I recollect one now that 
was called to our attention the other day. An appropriation was made 
for the current year for putting in gas-pipes, &c., into the new Pension 
building. That learned officer held you could not after you got the 
gas in put on the small fixtures to utilizeit. ‘There isan appropriation 
for contingencies used for a thousand things, used for ice and a great 
many other things. That learned officer has held that you can not 
from that appropriation purchase car-tickets to send messengers upon 

an errand. Constant application is being made now to change the laws 
all along the line to meet the opinions of the learned and, as my friend 
from New York says, incorruptible First Comptroller. One of two 
things has got to be done: Either the First Comptroller must modify 
the strictness of his views touching construction, or we must appoint a 
commission to go all ter) the line and make the law to suit the First 
Comptroller. fa 

Mr. HOLMAN. r. eictenes, I move to strike out the last word. 
I am hardlysurprised that the attempt of an officer of the Government 
connected with a very important branch of the public service, the First 
Comptroller, to return to the old practices of the Government and to 
its severe integrity in the expenditure of the public money should, 
after these years of loose administration, excite astonishment here. 
The speech which my friend from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] has just 
made would not have becn made by a member of his own party twenty- 
five years ago, for then the old methods still prevailed and the account- 
ing officers were careful to see that not one dollar was drawn from the 
Treasury unless it had been properly appropriated to the purpose for 
which it was drawn. 

But in this long lapse of a quarter of a century things have changed, 
loose methods of administration have sprung up. Under doubtful ap- 
propriations large sums of money have been drawn out of the Treas- 
ury, and the methods of administration have been such that, guard 
your appropriation bills as you might, the expenditures in many in- 
stances on exceeded what was intended to be appropriated by Con- 
gress. I think, sir, that no higher compliment could be pid to the 
present First Comptroller of the Treasury, once a distinguished mem- 
ber of this House, than the charge made against him here that he wil! 
not consent that the public moneyshall pass out of the Treasury unless 

roperly appro) for the specific purpose to which it is sought to 
be applied. You can pronounce no better eulogy upon him. It is 
getting back, sir, to the better days of the Republic. It is getting back 
to the principle that the money which is drawn by taxation from the 
people shall be applied only to public objects, and that those objects 
shall be specified by public enactment. For one, I regret that this 
amendment has been offered. I regret that in the very first session of 
Congress after the incoming of a Democratic administration a bill like 
this, involving a little over a million dollars and containing many ap- 
propriations which have been held by this side of the House to be un- 
necessary for the proper administration of our foreign relations, shou!d 
have grown $35,000. The expense of one of the most unimportant o! 
our foreign legations has increased to the extent of $3,3u0. We hav: 
a minister there at the capital of a nation with which we have no po- 
litical relations whatever and where we have a consul-general who is 
entirely competent to transact the entire business relations which we 
possibly can have with that government. 

Mr. BELMONT. Will the gentleman from Indiana allow me a 
question ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BELMONT. Was not the increase in the salary of that miuis- 
ter made in last year’s appropriation bill ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly it was, but that salary was never received 
until our administration came into power, and that position, one of thc 
least important of our ministerial positions, is made the basis of this 
increase, and increase is to be piled upon that. 

Mr. M MILLS. What minister does the gentleman refer to? 

Mr. BELMONT. Our minister at Constantinople. 

Mr. HOLMAN. As I have already remarked, we have there a con- 
sul-general, ata salary of $3,000 a year, who can perform every possi!)!« 
duty that can be oo 

Mr, HEWITT. He can not interpret. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Whatisthe present salary of the interpreter there 

Mr. HEWITT. Four hundred and eighty dollars a year. Ife his ‘d 
an allowance of $120 a year, which has been disallowed, and I want to 
give him the same allowance that he had before out of the same fund. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then it was found that that allowance was mace in 
violation of law. 

Mr. HEWITT. Butthe mancan notliveon $480a year. Even the 
gentleman from Indiana would find it difficult to make both ends meet 


on $480 a . 

Mr. HOLMAN. He lived for four years upon that salary 

Mr. HEWITT. No; he did not. He had an cay in addition 
to his salary. 

Mr. HOLMAN, For how many years? 

Mr. HEWITT. He had an allowance for two years. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then he had an allowance for two years, but pric 
to that he lived upon the salary. 
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Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, as I understand this matter, there is 
no tion here involving an expenditure of money for this item 
a the next fiscal year greater than what we are expending during 
the present fiscal year. The amendment, I believe, does not propose to 
increase the expenditure one single cent, but the necessity for the 
amendment grows simply out of the tact that a new Comptroller has made 
a ruling different from the rulings of prior Comptrollers. Itis simply a 
difference of opinion such as is natural among men. 

I care nothing at all for theamendment. I think, however, the facts 
stated by the gentleman from New York disclose the importance of such 
a change of the rules as will allow the committees of this House rep- 


resenting great ts of the Government to come in and meet 
just such as this. ‘The Committce on Foreign Affairs, as I 
am has had this subject under consideration, and has now 


before it a bill for the purpose of correcting just such diffi- 
culties as this. In one case salaries are too high; in another they are 
too low. ‘The legislation fixing these salaries was passed years ago. 
‘Times have since changed; and you must provide new legislation to 
meet new 
In this very instance we find our utter inability, if the rules of the 
House were insisted upon, to make a very proper increase. The point 
having been made in this case, it seems to me we must of 
vote this appropriation. Had my attention been drawn to 
earlier I should have made the question of order against this 
tion, as I would all along the line in reference to legislation in 
bill changing salaries, my object being to illustrate to the House 
necessity of allowing the committees having relations with the great 
epartments of this Government on important subjects an opportunity 
be heard before the House in reference to needed legislation. 
ee the hammer fell. } 
CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hot- 
MAN] withdraw the pro forma amendment? 
Mr. HOLMAN. I do. 


lt 


SEEE 


Mr. CANNON. I renew the amendment only for the purpose of 
saying a word in 'y to the gentleman from Indiana, who congratu- 
lated himself and 


country that at last we have a First Comptroller 
of the Treasury who is disposed to return to the ‘‘ days of the fathers’’— 
a strict constructionist. I know the present Comptroller very well; 
and I am not here to make an attack upon him. I am satisfied he is 
an honest man—— 

A MEMBER. Then why does be need so much defending? 

Mr. CANNON. Iam not seeking to defend him, nor particularly 
to attack him; I am only replying to the gentleman from Indiana. 
e I am satisfied that this officer intends to do right, yet I do not 
think the House or the country is to be congratulated upon many of 
his rulings, the gentleman from Indiana to the contrary notwithstand- 


a a general way it is true that without the approval of the First 
Comptroller the accounts which go to the Treasury can not be passed. 
He construes the law. What I complain of is that this officer, instead 
erect and looking all along the line of the public service, 

the substance of appropriation and legislation, viewing the 
to have seized a magnifying glass, and if he can 

aa core in any general or special legislation, he pro- 
examine it th the magnifying glass and makes his de- 
the fly-speck, of taking in the whole field of the 


the gentleman from Indiana when he congratulated 
officer had brought about a return to the ‘‘ days of 
have had in view that lengthy and learned decision 
Comptroller upon the appropriation for miscellaneous ex- 
ent, an appropriation covering ten thou- 
which it be impossible to specify, the appropriation 
being called ‘‘ miscellaneous.’’ When the Secretary of 
desired to buy $50 worth of car-tickets to give to mes- 
their fares as they went from one part of this city of 
to another upon his errands, this Comptroller ex- 
the law and said that this miscellaneous fund would not cover 
Why he so ruled I never understood until the gentleman 
from Indiana just told us that we were returning to the ‘‘ days of the 
fathers.”” In the ‘‘days of the fathers’’ there were no street-cars, and 
no car-tickets; thereforean ee age pe of that kina could not be drawn 
from this miscellaneous . [Laughter.] That is all I desire to 
say 


Mr. HEWITT obtained the floor. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Beforethegentleman from New York [Mr. Hewrrr] 
proceeds I desire to remind my friend from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] of 


wae of the Constitution, which he no doubt remembers very 
Ca drawn from the Treasury but in cons¢quence of appropri- 
& public officer who would administer his office in disre- 


peso th perp who would allow money to be drawn from the 


not been appropriated to the specific object, would 
Sees | 
Mr. . Mr. Chairman, I have no controversy with the gen- 
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tleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON]. The First Comptroller is the 
creature of the law. He must obey the law. ‘The law may be very 
unreasonable, and it is quite possible the First Comptroller may take 
unreasonable views of the law, and he may have done so in many cases, 
and they will come up for consideration frem time totime. But in this 
particular case he has decided rightly. I have no controversy what- 
ever with him, but in his own letter to me he says it is a hardship, and 
Congress can correct it. 

There is no controversy about the merits. My friend from Indiana 
[Mr. HoLMAN] is quite mistaken in the view he takes of this matter. 
He says he regrets the introduction of the amendment, because it in- 
creases this salary. It does nothingofthesort. It gives this unfortu- 
nate young gentleman what he had before. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Only for two years? 

Mr. HEWITT. Unfortunately, when a man living at $480 a year 
has increased his expenses to $600 and has to get back again to $480 a 
year it is a greater hardship and more difficult todo. Besides, out of 
that $480 he has to give back $120 he had for the last year. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Did the gentleman make inquiry in reference to 
the salary ? 

Mr. HEWITT. I made inquiries as to these salaries everywhere. 
To clear the thing up I will ask to put in the REcoRD my letter to the 
First Comptroller and his reply. In this case there is no disagreement 
about the fact and the law, and I hope the committee will make it pos- 
sible for the Secretary of State to do an act of justice to a deserving 
young man. 

The correspondence referred to by Mr. HEWI?T is as follows: 


Hovse oF REPRESENTATIVES, Washington, D. C., January 8, 1886. 


My Dear JvupcGe: I am afraid in your zeal for the public service you have in- 
advertently done an injustice to the interpreter of the consulate at Constanti- 
nople. . I happen to know this gentieman, who is an exceedingly accomplished 
young man, and has very important functions to perform, as he must appear in 
court in all cases affecting American citizens, and is in reality the only person 
eapable of taking care of their interests. His salary was so ridiculously low 
that I recommended the Department some years ago to make an increase in 
the shape of clerk-hire, and he received $120 a year in addition to his salary of 
$180 as interpreter. This, however,only gave him $600 a year, which was en- 
tirely inadequate for his support. Subsequently on my su tion the allow- 
ance was made $400 in lieu of $120; which would have given him a salary of $880 
& year,a sum entirely inadequate for his support, but as he had some means he 
was able to get along with it. I inclose you herewith a letter just received 
from him, showing the straits in which he has been placed by your decision 
that the allowance for clerk-hire was unlawful, so that he is not only reduced 
to the salary of $480 a year, but is compelled to return the $100 which he had re- 
ceived as his first quarter’s allowance as clerk. I must trouble you to read his 
letter, although it is somewhat long, because I think it will better explain than 
I can the embarrassment in which, he is placed, and will,as I hope, lead you to 
reconsider your decision. Of course if there be no discretion we must make 
some provision in the diplomatic and consular bill to meet this case, because so 
long as we maintain a consulate at Constantinople at all we must have an in- 
terpreter,and the interpreter must live. Ido not myself see any reason why 
an interpreter can not also be a clerk; nor why, if the allowance be insufficient 
to sustain two persons, one man might not have both salaries. At any rate, in 
this case there is no abuse, but there is a real hardship, which I hope you will be 
able to overcome. .« Please return the letter of Mr. Demetriades, with such a re- 
view as will enable me to put his mind at rest and relieve him from the suffer- 
ingin which your decision has placed him. 

Sincerely, yours, 
ABRAM 8. HEWITT. 
Hion, Mitton J. Durnam, 
First Comptroller, Treasury Departmen’. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, First COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 11, 1886, 

Sir: I have carefully read the letter of Mr. D. N. Demetriade to you of De- 
eember 21, 1885, as well as yours of January 8, 1886, in regard to the disallowance 
of $110 in the accounts of Consul-General Heap at Constantinople, being the 
amount charged in his account as having been paid by him to Mr. Demetriades 
for one quarter's clerkship and exchange. 

I can notreconsider or change the decision I made in the matter, as I think I 
decided the same in accordance with law. 

Section 1765 of the Revised Statutes says: 

“ No officer in any branch of the public service, or any other person whose 
salary, pay, or emoluments are fixed by law or regulations, shall receive any 
additional pay, extra allowance or compensation, in any form whatever, for the 
disbursement of public money, or for any other service or duty whatever, un- 
less the same is authorized by law, and the appropriation therefor explicitly 
states that it is forsuch additional pay, extra allowance or compensation.” 

Mr. Demetriades, acting as interpreter of the consul-general at Constantinople, 
was an officer. His pay was fixed at M80 per year. Now, the above section de- 
clares “ no officer in any branch of the public service * * * shall receive any 
additional pay, extra allowance or compensation, in any form whatever, for 
the disbursement of public money, or for any other service or duty whatever, 
unless the same is authorized by law, and the appropriation therefor explicitly 
states that it is for such additional pay, extra allowance or compensation.’’ 
How can Mr. Demetriades receive any additional pay for any other werk he may 
do unless “the appropriation therefor explicitly states that it is for such addi- 
tional pay, extra.allowance or compensation?’’ I admit thataman may hold 
two distinct compatible offices and receive pay for both, when it clearly appears 
that Congress intended heshould do so; but that is certainly not the case here. 
There is nothing to indicate that he was to have additional pay for his clerical 
work; and he therefore comes within the inhibition of section 1765. 

I have been compelled to pass upon this section frequently since I have been 
in office, by reason of efforts on the part of very many employés of the Govern- 
ment to get compensation for what they call extra work or pay for two offices. 
‘The case of Mr. Demetriades may be a hard one, but you are aware that I can 
not provide against that. Congress must dothat. ican only construe the law 
asIfindit. I would cheerfully allow Mr. Demetriades what he claims if I could 
conscientiously do so. 

I return herewith the letter of Mr. Demetriades. 

Very respectfully, 
M. J. DURHAM, Compiroller. 
Hon. Arram 8. Hewirr, 
House of Representatives, 
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Mr. BELMONT. [I accept the amendment of the tleman from 
New York. It is in the line of the action of the co ttee yesterday. 
The committee adopted an amendment, which I have presented under 
the instruction of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in regard to the 
contingent fund for foreign missions, and like this it was also offered at 
the instance of the First Comptroller and seems proper. 

Mr. CLEMENTS. Mr. Chairman, I am constrained to oppose this 
amendment. It isasmall matter, it is true, but the policy of the com- 
mittee is not to allow new legislation on appropriation bills. It is in 
violation of the spirit of the rule we adopted at the beginning of this 
Congress. 

While it may be true this is a small item, still we can y~t undertake 
to cure whatever may be imperfect in the consular anu diplomatic 
service of the Government upon an appropriation bill. It has been 
deemed unwise to do so, as shown by the rule adopted at the beginning 
of this session prohibiting legislation upon general appropriation bills. 

I do not think the First Comptroller of the Treasury nt is 
subject to the criticism made against him this morning. e can not 
be too careful in appropriating the public money, len executive officers 
can not be too careful in construing the law while paying out the public 
money, because we all know there is a constant pressure upon the heads 
of these Departments to yield to the most liberal interpretation of the 
law. 

There is a constant clamor now by many of the new ministers and 
consuls recently sent abroad to foreign countries fez increased salary and 


expenses. . 

Wo anu undertake to regulate all these things in an intelligent 
and ae: — — an appropriation bill. The Committee on For- 
eign Affai ering a bill on this particular subject upon 
the basis of the ncaa by our various representatives abroad. 
This has not been thoroughly done since 1856. It ought to be done 
again. To that when it is brought into the House we can submit 
amendments which will not be in violation of the spirit of the rule of 
this House prohibiting legislation on appropriation bills. 

The salary of the mission in reference to which the pending amend- 
ment has been offered was increased some time ago 25 per cent. Yes- 
terday an increase was voted for a steam-launch for it. Now we are 
asked to increase the com: for interpreter at this place. 

Mr. HEWITT. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; itis togive him what 
he was getting before. 

Mr. CLEMENTS. It is to give him by law what he heretofore got 
in violation of law. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. What the FirstComptroller regarded as vio- 
lation of law. 

Mr. CLEMENTS. He is the officer to interpret the law, and we are 
not; I think we had better let all these things go until they can be prop- 
trly considered. 

The whole diplomatic and consular service needs reclassification and 
rearrangement. Owing to the progress in telegraphy, means of 
travel, and intercommunication, as well as the advance in commerce 
and civilization and enlightenment, the diplomatic service has become 
less important and the consular service more important. Some con- 
sulates that for commercial reasons have risen to greater importance are 
not adequately paid, while others are paid too much. The system of 
consular fees is sadly in need of correction. Some of the less impor- 
tant missions might well be consolidated and the number of officials 
somewhat reduced and cut off without detri- 
ment to the service. But under our rules this, if done at all, must be 
done upon another bill, for it changes existing laws. 

Mr. KING. Mr. Chairman, I would like to call the attention of my 
friend from Indiana, Judge HOLMAN, to the fact that the whole ques- 
tion of economy here turns upon ing like $140; whereas a mo- 
ment ago there was a bill here presented, for which there was no con- 
stitutional authority that I have been able to discover, requiring if 
adopted the Po gees by this Government of about the sum of $147,- 
000, and he on Chaicman Taner hallty 

Mr. RICE. Mr. Chairman, fully with what my friend from 
Georgia on the committee has said There was an effort on the part of 
the committee wre nothing in the bill which would subject it to the 
point of order, and consequently we left out many things which might 

ve been introduced and which we would have been glad to insert 
had it not been for that. 

Now, this amendment has been offered by a gentleman not on the 
committee. It has escaped the operation of the point of order, and it 
is in line with what the committee would have been glad to do had it 
not been for the fact that it subjected such measures to the point of 
order. It is in line with what everybody admits ought to be done; and 
having escaped the point of order we t to secure it while in our 
power, and not wait until another general is reported to cover all of 
the defects of which complaint is so justly made. 

Mr. COX. Mr. ee differ with my distinguished friend 


all of our foreign service, and while this re have es- 
caped the point of order, as he am 
of these different consuls have 
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half, knowing that we were pursuing the policy of preserving the ap. 
propriations hitherto made. Now, we ought to follow out the same 
principle in regard to every one of them. If we are going to set aside 
the system which has been inaugurated, and heaton appropria- 
tions from those which have been made, instead of applying the u: 
form rule to this appropriation bill as heretofore, the effect of such 4 
departure would be simply to embarrass the Department. 

There are none of these interpreters or clerks who do not desire ay 
increase of salary, and I concur with my friend from Indiana in sayin, 
that it was wise in the First Comptroller in not attempting to legislat: 
upon this subject. He has before oom the law upon the statute-book 
He has taken that and interpreted it as he finds it and as his duty re- 
quires him to do. 

Mr. RICE. Let me ask the gentleman from North Carolina has he 
acted equally wise in asking the House to legislate? 

Mr. COX. Most unquestionably. If he wants different legislation 
if he sees the necessity or importance of it, it is his duty to suggest it 
and get it through this body, and not through any interpretation whic! 
he may give toexisting law. That would be most unwise; and for that 
reason I say that he has ected most properly in the course pursue 
Judicial as well as constructive | departments is always un- 
wise, and it will be unwise here. While there may be merits, and un- 
doubtedly there are merits in the individual case presented, in this par- 
ticular case the interpreter has the advantage of having some gentleman 
upon the floor who has been there and knows the facts which surround 
him; and had membersof this House been at the different courts through- 
out the world where our legations are established they would no doubt 
have found many other equally meritorious cases which would have 
been advocated in the House. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I would like to ask the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina a question for information. Has the State Department made any 
order making a special allowance to this officer—that is, the present 
Secretary of State? What I wish to know is whether or not, prior to 
this ruling of the Comptroller of the Treasury, the Secretary of State 
—_ any allowance, or a special allowance out of this fund, for this 

cer? 

Mr. HEWITT. He had. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Then, as I understand it, the present Secretary of 
State finds, in view of the ruling of the Comptroller, which may be 
right, that the sum of this allowance is not sufficient? 

Mr. HEWITT. I do not know as to that. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Has he made any recommendation? 

Mr. COX. He makes no recommendation. 

Mr. BELMONT. He holds that he is precluded from making the 
allowance. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Then, I understand, the Secretary of State holds 
that he is precluded from making an order granting the allowance? 

Mr. COX. The Secretary of State has made no recommendation, as 
I understand it, in the matter. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Then if the point of order is withdrawn a vote can 
be taken upon the merits of the proposition. 

Mr. BELMONT. That is my suggestio. 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendment proposed by the gentleman from 
New York will be again read. 

The amendment of “of Mr. HEWITT was again reported. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the next section of the bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Before leaving this section | 
desire to offer a furtheramendment. I want to move to strike out the 
words in lines 375, 376, and 377: 

No greater portion of this sum than $400 shall be allowed to any one cons. 
late in any one fiscal year. 

Mr. CLEMENTS. I reserve the point of order, but am willing to 
hear a eee by the gentleman from Kentucky in support of his 
amendmen 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Theobjectof the amendment 
is to leave to the State Department the distribution of this sum o! 
$10,000 without the limitation that no greater portion of this sum than 
$400 be allowed to any one consulate in any one fiscal year. 

The idea I had in offering the amendment was that the State De- 
partment would know better the exigencies of any particular consu- 
late, the circumstances of the places, and the expense of living than we 
could or the Committee on Foreign Affairs. It does not increase the 
amount or the number of persons employed among whom and {0' 
whose benefit this sum shall be distributed. It simply removes tie 
limitation on the discretion of the State Department. 

Mr. BELMONT. It seems to me this would beadopting a new prin- 
ciple. While I did not care to raise the point of order against the prop°- 
sition of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitt], the object of 
which was to render the law more specific and limit the discretion ©! 
the ——— officer, this amendment would seem to extend the (is 


cretion of the t. Although it isa small matter, I make the 
point of order the amendment as changing existing law. 

The Will the gentleman from New York indicate to 
the Chair what the exising law on the is? 


Mr. BELMONT. The existing law is that no greater portion of this 
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sum than $400 be allowed to any one consulate in anyone year. This 
is the law according to the last appropriation bill. s 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. If I understand the point 
made by the gentleman from New York it is that in the last appropria- 
tion bill, perhaps in several preceding appropriation bills, the same sen- 
tence was included as in this appropriation, that no greater portion of 
this sum than $400 be allowed to any one consulate in any one fiscal 


ear. 

: I do not think the rule of order the House has adopted is applicable 
here. It does not apply to a mere limitation ina former appropriation 
bill as to how a particular iation shall be expended. I do not 
think that can be considered as having the force of continuing law so 
that it can not be changed in an appropriation bill. It expires of ne- 
cessity at the end of the year for which the appropriation is made. It 
does not continue longer than the distribution of that particular money 
under SS RicTes iation bill. 

The RMAN. ir is informed, although he has not the 
law before him, and the gentleman from New York [Mr. BELMONT] 
states, that the existing law is the same as in this paragrapii to which 
the gentleman from Kentucky offers his amendment to strike out the 
portion indicated. Under clause 3 of Rule XXI, the Chair considers 
that the amendment changes existing law, and therefore is not in order. 
The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I do << ee that the ee 
precisely caught the point I was endeavoring to e. My pointis that 
this is a longer existing law; that the words in the rule ‘existing 
law’’ mean necessarily a continuing law, a statute by which and under 
which certain appropriations are permanently paid for certain perma- 
nent officers; that therefore it does not change any existing law to put 


into a new iation astatement what shall be done with the money 
appropriated under tha bill for objects which already exist by operation 

w. The consulate exists, the consularclerk exists. He isnot given 
any fixed salary. Thereis no fixed amount appropriated for him under 
any law or for any of the expenses of that consulate. Whatever appro- 
priation has been made expires from the very necessity of the case at 
the expiration of the year for which that particular appropriation has 
been made. 

Now, a new bill making a new appropriation for the objects created 
by the law to which no fixed salaries have been given certainly can not 
come under that rule of order, as it appears tome. The distinction 
between the words in the rule ‘‘existing law’’ and an appropriation 
bill seems a clear one. One is a permanent statute. An appropriation 
bill is simply a mode of justifying the officers of the Government in 
paying out certain sums of money therein set apart for the objects 
therein mentioned. 

Mr. BURROWS. May I be permitted to say one word upon this 
point of order, because it involves an important question? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan will proceed. 

Mr. BURROWS. I think the gentleman from Kentucky is entirely 
right in his construction of thisrule. I think in determining the ques- 
tion whether a provision of an appropriation bill does violence to that 
rule the only question is whether it changes existing law. Now a pro- 
vision in an m bill, which appropriation bill is now in force, 
simply providing the manner in which the money shall be distributed, 
is not existing law, in my judgment, in the sense of that rule. I think 
itis all determined by this consideration: If when the appropriation 
bill dies or the for the year expires there is a provision in 
that bill which float into the general statutes of the country, then 
that is existing law; but if a provision dies with the bill, then it is not. 
Now certainly this does. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair will submit the amendment offered by 


the gentleman from Kentucky. The Clerk will again report the amend- 
ment. 


The amendment was again read. 
Mr. RICE. I desire to say a single word on the amendment. The 
amendment, I have no doubt, is in accordance with the wish of whoever 
t be Secretary of State. As will beseen by all, if there is no limit 
to the allowance he may make to any one consulate out of this sum which 
is appropriated for general purposes for all the consulates he will be over- 
whelmed by requests from every one on account of emergencies for more 
than the $400. Every one will want alittle more. If he hasa provision 
of law which restricts the amount to $400, he can say no at once, without 
any partiality to any one, and can avoid a great deal of trouble and im- 
portunity to which he would otherwise be exposed. It seems to me, 
therefore, that the amendment is not one which it will be good policy 


unreasonable limit when you remember that Congress, after having 
carefully scanned the whole service, with the estimates of the Depart- 
ment in hand, has already provided what it believes is a proper allow- 
ance of clerk-hire for every consulate in the service that needs an allow- 
ance for clerk-hire at all. The limit of $400 is one by which I believe 
the Department of State will be aided rather than hampered. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike out the last word. 

Of course I differ from the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Hirr] with 
great deference and with great reluctance, because I have had no prac- 
tical experience in these matters and he has had a great deal; but if I 
catch the drift of his argument it is that we ought to have this limita- 
tion upon the power of the State Department because it would enable 
the Department in answering applications from the different consuls to 
say, ‘‘I would be very glad indeed to help you, but my hands are tied.’’ 
In other words, I understand his point to be that the State Department 
would be very glad to have the ungraciousness of a refusal taken from 
its own shoulders and put upon ours. Mr. Chairman, that does not 
seem to be a good reason for legislating. The State Department un- 
derstands the exigencies of these various consulates which need this 
nioney. It isa part of the duty of the State Department to understand 
that subject, and it is a part of the duty of the Department when they 
do understand it to carry out into executive action the preliminary 
knowledge which it is the duty of the Department to acquire. And 
whether the State Department would like us to take the responsibility 
of the ungraciousness of their reply or not is not really the gist of the 
matter. 

The real question is, which department is the best to distribute this 
money? I say undoubtedly the executive department, that has charge 
of it, rather than the legislative department, which merely appropriates 
the money. Undoubtedly the Committee on Foreign Affairs have gone 
over this matter carefully. No doubt they know a great deal more 
about it than I do, and I do not undertake to say that there ought to 
be more than $400 paid out at any given place; but I do undertake to 
say that it may be so during the current year; that it is contingently 
probable that it will be so, and that it is better to leave some flexibil- 
ity for overdistribution of this money than to make the rule inflexible. 
The sum is very small, $400, and the maximum is a very scant sup- 
port. It may be that ata given time, at a given place, and under given 
circumstances more will be needed. If not, this does noharm. If so, 
it does do harm not to have this amendment, and that is the view I 
had in offering it. 

I withdraw the formal amendment. 

The question was taken on the amendment offered by Mr. Breck- 
INRIDGE, of Kentucky, and it was lost. 

Mr. McADOO. Mr. Chairman, I send to the desk an amendment 
which I desire to offer to this bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert after the word “ dollars,” in line 438, these words: 

“Provided, That such parts of said reports as contain novel personal experi- 
ences of the writers, portions of standard history, legendary, romantic, and other 
historical episodes, descriptions of scenery, accounts of royal and other courtly 
fetes, unnecessary scientific disquisitions, and individual opinions on political 
economy, shall not be printed at the public expense." 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to reserve the point of order on that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. McADOO. I hope the gentleman will not insist upon that. 
Let me talk a few minutes about the merits of the amendment. 

Mr. BLOUNT. We are just getting some good political economy in 
those reports now, and I do not want it stopped. 

Mr. McADOO. I do not want any theoretical political economy in 
them, but do not object to the statement of social and economic facts. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if this amendment sounds facetious it is because 
the subject has been made ridiculous by many of the consuls who write 
these reports. Ido not want to curb the wild and fruitful imagination 
of such gentlemen as the one who represented us a few years agoat the 
court of Greece and who filled many pages in one of his reports recount- 
ing how he had danced with the queen of that country. 

We all remember how the poetic imagery of J. Meredith Reed used 
to run riot through these monthly magazines of the State Department. 
What American citizen does not remember that bright and glowing 
description of scenery given by Hon. Sapodilla Scruggs, formerly of 
Georgia, late of Patagonia! I have before me a volume of the consu- 
lar reports, picked up at random. One consul at Cuba proceeds to tell 
how much he paid the colored guide to take him across the island; of 
his daring adventures and masterly horsemanship in his long journeys; 


he describes the beauty and magnificence of the scenery, the grand 
Mr. HITT. Mr. Chairman, while I did not hear my friend from | luxuriance of the tall palm trees, the ferocity of the wild beasts, the 


Massachusetts [Mr. Rice] very distinctly, as nearly as I could at this | cooling locust leaves that protected his surging brain from the tropical 

drift of his words I agree with him, for I must say, | sun, the dusty cars, the plenitude of asses in the roads, the water he 
fact in the operation of the Department, that this limita- | had to drink, and his personal expenses. Another consul, writing from 
tion is one which serves the purpose of wholesome administration and | the East, begins with a long scientific disquisition, covering some ten 
does not hamper it. The administration of the State Department is | pages, about the origin of coal, starting out with the trite theory, with 
now, 



































is, beset with applications, with pleas from every quar- | which every school-boy is familiar, that it originates from vegetation. 
for more assistance in each of the great consulatesand | If this powerful mind had not been sent to represent the Republic in 
in many of the small ones, and the answer can be made at once by re- | the wilds of Australasia the United States and the world would be in 
ferring to the law which fixes the limit at $400. And that is not an ignorance of this great ray of scientific knowledge. Says he, ‘* With 
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regard to the origin of coal various theories have been advanced a 
scientists, all agreeing, however, that it is purely of a vegetable char- 
acter.’’ This original discovery must have made the consular brain 
ache. How refreshing this from a business statement of our relations 
with Australasia. Anotherconsul, writing from China, fillsup hisre 
with a startling account of a village fire, telling how the bank building 
was about to be consumed by fire, and how the Chinese firemen rushed 
up to put it out—a mere matter of local news. Had not a wise Govern- 
ment established this literary bureau the whole Occident would remain 
in dense ignorance of the fact that ‘‘about 8 p. m. on June 3, 1882, a 
fire broke out in the town of Amoy, close to the Hong-Kong and Shang- 
hai bank buildings, and, there being a strong northwest wind blowing 
at the time, the fire made considerable headway and threatened to be- 
come a serious conflagration, but at 10 p. m. it was extingui by the 
roof of the burning house falling and smothering the flames.’’ Pause 
and consider the importance of this startling international information. 
Think of the effect on commerce if the roof had not fallen, possibly 
leaving Hi Liver’s butcher-shop to the fury of the flames. Another, 
writing from the antipodes, discusses the ethics of suretyship for a 
friend, and describes the workings of the mind of a man of ‘‘refined 
and delicate sensibilities.” 

So all through these reports. There are some exceptions. Some of 
these reports are very well written, and indeed valuable. But all 
through these volumes many of these consular officers simply write 
magazine articles. Now, I do not object to a good e article; 
it is very refreshing. But if these men want to write books of travel 
and glowing descriptions of scenery, let not their productions be printed 
at the publicexpense. They have no in these volumes. They 
may tickle the vanity and please the personal friends of the writers, but 
they are not proper public doguments. 

I remember an instance in connection with the gentleman I alluded 
to a moment ago, our former minister to Greece. He was one of the 
galaxy of literary stars that contributed to this magazine. He told 
how nimbly the queen danced with him, described her dress, stating 
whether it was decollette or not; he no doubt thought the Grecian king 
very gracious in not being jealous when a man of his martial renown 
and personal charms danced with her majesty, his wife. 

Mr. CANNON. ° Was that in a consular report? 

Mr. McADOO. I believe it was in a consular report. 

Mr. HOLMAN. No, it was in the report of the minister. 

Mr. McADOO. I thank my friend from Indiana for the correction. 
That description was in the report of J. Meredith Read, our late min- 
ister to Greece. 

I believe these reports, so far as our consuls are concerned, are now 
somewhatim proved ; but we want to have this evil stopped by legislation. 
The State Department should be authorized to put an end to it. No 
one would appreciate more than myself a fine description of Constanti- 
nople, the beauties of the Bosporus, with the “tapering summits of 
the tall minarets,’’ of the mosques towering above the stream with a 
halo over all of oriental legends and millennial traditions; such a de- 
scription from our imaginative, genial, soulful, and exiled friend Mr. 
Cox would certainly be worth reading. But Mr. Cox can find hun- 
dreds of publishers who will give to ‘the suffering millions of this 
country,’’ as a gentleman lately from Colorado used to his book of 
travels telling about all these things, and there is no oa of its being 
published at the Government Printing Office at the expense of the 
people. He can come here and read it to Congress. No one could re- 
sist his request for unanimous consent. Of course Mr. Cox will not 
waste his superb talents as a narrator and wit in these literary adjuncts 
of a versatile if not substantial diplomacy. 

It is, however, an outrage upon men of literary ability like Mr. Cox 
and our consul at Glasgow, Bret Harte, that they should be obliged to 
enter a literary contest with Scruggs and Reed in contribuiing to these 
musty records articles which, thus published, are not appreciated, 
when private publishers would be glad to give to the world their views 
upon the scenery, the social habits, and the political economies of the 
countries in which they have traveled. 
this amendment will be ad I believe it is in the line of positive 
and aggressive reform, and will result in substantial benefits to the 
consular service. : 

Mr. CANNON. I hope my colleague [Mr. SPRINGER], whom I now 
see leaving the Hall, will remain, for I wish to make an allusion to 
him. No doubt it is his modesty which prompts him to retire. 

Mr. Chairman, I have listened to the gentleman from New Jersey 
[Mr. McApoo}, and especially to his remarks about the dispatches 
from our former minister to Greece. The remarks of the gentleman 
only show how the emanations of great minds, when handled and im- 
proved upon by competent people, pass into literature and become a 
part of the common property of us all, so that frequently we do not 
exactly know their origin. Now, the gentleman from New Jersey, in 
telling us about the dispatches of J. Meredith Reed, our Grecian min- 
ister, over ten years ago, did not know, I suspect, that he was using— 
I presume without leave or license—a speech of my colleague [ Mr. 
SPRINGER], made over ten years ago on the floor of this House u 
the consular and diplomatic bill. It was that 
my colleague which brought to notice all over the country 
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gave him his reputation—I mean his speech in which he quoted ‘' Th» 
Maid of Athens,’’ &c. 

Maid of Athens, ere we part, 

Give, ob, give me back my heart! 


Can I cease to love thee? No! 
Zan pov, cas appara. 

I recollect we extended his time for a second hour, so delighted were 
we in listening to his remarks. Of course the po from New 
Jersey did not know that my colleague was entitled to all the credit of 
having discovered and brought to public notice those dispatches. 

Now, having defended my colleague (whose modesty made him rc- 
tire as soon as I rose) against this piracy upon his exclusive property, 
I yield the floor. 

Mr. McADOO. I had no knowledge that the gentleman from I1|i- 
nois [Mr. SPRINGER] had ever commented on this subject. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I make the point of order against the amendment 
that it is a legislative proposition sought to be attached to an appro- 
priation bill, and, under the rule, is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order, and rules 
the amendment out. 

Mr. BELMONT. I am instracted by the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs to move, in line 448, to strike out ‘‘one hundred and thirty’ and 
in lieu thereof to insert ‘‘one hundred and fifty;’’ so it will read: 

roviding all such stationery, blanks, record and other books, 
en en nes rn poe fare atc peer 
miscellaneous expenses as the President ae think necessary for the several 
consulatesand cuimauundel dencionton the igieanctlan of take bedbncen, $150,000, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I call for a division on that amendment. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 33, noes 21. 

Mr. HOLMAN. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. BELMONT. If the gentleman will withdraw his demand for a 
division I think I can this Committee of the Whole of the ne- 
cessity and justice of the amendment which I have offered under the 
instructions of the Committee on F\ Affairs. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I take it for granted, of course, there will be no ob- 
jection to the gentleman from New York explaining the amendment 
which he has moved. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York will proceed, no 
objection having been made. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Before the gentleman from New York proceeds | 
wish to call attention to the fact that these contingencies have been in- 
creased some $20,000, and now it is proposed still further to increase 
them to the extent of $20,000. 

Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Chairman, I am as earnest a friend of eco- 

administration of Government as any gentleman possibly can 
be on either side of this House. The necessity for this a) riation, 
moved in the amendment I have offered, is the reason why 


Se ae along with $130,000 ap- 
this paragraph, upon farthes inaairy i it was found that 
d the last eight years this has has been about the average limit of the 


cost of this service. A comparison of the books shows that one year 
differs very little from another in en Ses oot, and that for a number 
of years the t expenses have been 
less than the per the deficit being sup- 
—_ each year by a deficiency appropriation. orthe past eight years 
the appropriations have been as = e 
Fiscal year. a General Detcener: Tota! 

$115,000 00 | $17,637 17 | $132,637 17 

115,000 00 | 21,929 50} 136,929 #0 

115,000 00 | 29,511 75 | 144,511 75 

125,000 00 | 13,836 78 | 138,556 75 

135,000 00 | 16,988 19 | 151,983 19 

135,090 00 | 19,546.00 | 154,546 0 

110,000 00 | 41,598 56 | 151,595 5 

110,000 00 | 34,97035 | 144,970 6 





The result of the deficiencies in this particular branch of the service 
is not only to embarrass but to discredit American consuls abrow!. | 
do not know whether this matter has been brought to the attention of 
the House hitherto, but it was a matter of surprise to the commitice 
that for several years past American consuls have been subject«:! to 
this form of humiliation. 

Under the law, Mr. Chairman, consuls are required to draw upon the 
State Department for the amounts by them in the discharze 
of their official duties. These drafts have eee oe 
have been protested because the Department not the funds t 
meet them, and there are at t over $7,000 in drafts of consu!s 
hich remain dishonored. House has received a commaunicat:00 
from the Secretary of State, addressed to the Committee on Approp! 
000 in the deficiency bill to meet these dra''s. 

a contingent fund, the fact really is ali the 
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separate expenditures under this heading are made according to pro- 
visions of law. wre 

Mr. CUTCHEON. What is the amount of the current appropriation 
for this purpose ? Dod cng 

Mr. BELMONT. It is $110,000, and I hope the House will give its 
attention to the present condition of these expenses under the last ap- 
propriation bill. : 

From astatement prepared by the disbursing officers of the State De- 
partment, with a view of asking Congress for an immediate defficiency 
appropriation of $40,000 to meet the expenses under this head for the 
current fiscal year, it that the expenditures for the contingent 
expenses of consulates for the first six months of the present fiscal year 
have been as follows: 








m $34,999 76 

ee «Tetons 49 
Stationery and blank forms . 1,984 2 
PRTC ......ccccccccnesvovepsonese: 1,669 8 
Statistical information........ 2,142 42 
Messengers and oriental Writers..............c0cseccceeeerenereeceetees eeeeeceereneee 2,138 00 
Expended by Department for stamps, flags, seals, &e........6:..........00 7,429 78 
Total.... osocesvores” OB, 00:77 


It will be noticed that the expenditure for rent is at the rate of $70,- 
000 a year, out of an entire appropriation of $110,000. This rent al- 
lowance is provided for by permanent statutes. Under section 1700 
Revised Statutes consuls above the $1,000 grade may be allowed rent 
to the extent of 20 per cent. of their salaries. The consular salaries of 
this class for the present fiscal year amount to $345,000. Twenty per 
cent, of this sum would be $69,000, which leaves, at the current rate of 
expenditure, only $1,000 for the rents of all the feed consuls, who by 
section 1732 Revised Statutes are also entitled to receive such allow- 
ance for rent as may be approved by the Secretary of State. 

The other main items of consular expenses are almost as certainly 
fixed in practice as that of rent, though not specifically established 
by Jaw. 

So it is not only impossible with the present appropriation to carry 
out the law in regard to rent, but in regard to other necessary expenses. 
The consuls of course can not be expected to pay office-rent out of their 
own pockets any morethan the officials in the Department here can be 
expected to pay for the use of their offices in the public buildings. 
Consuls in carrying out their instructions under the law are required 
to draw. upon this fund. They have so drawn, but their drafts have 
been protested and remain protested. 

‘I desire to say on behalf of the committee we have had many ap- 
from ministers and consuls for increases which we were com- 
pelled to refuse. 

We have presented what we deemed to be an economical bill. But 
from the very reasons of economy it seems to me that this method 
hitherto in practice of appropriating an amount of money known and 
proved to be below the absolute needs of a Department under the law, 
and then making the pretense of increased economy in the preparation 
of the bill as so constructed, with a view of appealing again to the 
House subsequently for a deficiency, is neither wise nor proper legisla- 
tion, and in this case it is a vicious form of legislation and even dis- 
creditable, since it has discredited our own officials, and for these rea- 
sons I now ask a vote on the amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘The sum ai riated for the present fiscal year for 

it expenses of our fo ministers is $75,000. 
* Mr. BELMONT. Will the ileman permit me to ask a ques- 
tion? Does he not know that thero is already a deficiency on that ac- 


9° 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes, sir; I understand the ministers have over- 
drawn sums allowed for contingencies. 

Mr. BELMONT. There is a deficiency, nevertheless. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There is no deficiency in the proper sense of the 
term, and there could not be a deficiency in such case without a viola- 
tion of the law. 

Mr. BELMONT. The manner in which these bills have been pre- 

has compelled a deficiency in this fund; and the gentleman will 

it does exist and amounts to about $14,000. 

HOLMAN. I am very confident that there is no proper defi- 

ag expressly declared the sum that might be expended 

year. 

NT. A deficiency, however, exists for foreign missions. 
the Department is different in regard to the consulates. 
requires that the consuls shall be paid a certain amount for 
, out of the contingent fund for consulates, whereas the De- 
having been given a certain amount for foreign missions, can 
ibute that amount among them. Nevertheless, under the 
deficiencies have been introduced in both services, and 
made for them. In the present case a deficiency 
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. Irepeat, that under the present state of the law 
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ean be no deficiency. That could only arise under a violation of 
the law; and it will be seen from the very items which make up this 
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provision of contingent expenses that it would be impossible, without 
a violation of the law, to create adeficiency. The law expressly limits 
the sum that could be expended. The law indicates the purpose and 
extent of the expenditure, ‘‘ for the purpose of enabling the President 
to provide such stationery, blank-books, seals, presses, blanks, c., as 
he shall think necessary,’’ &c., $75,000. Suchare the terms and other 
provisions of the law; making allowance, as will be seen, for nearly 
every possible item of contingencies that ought to arise. 

The law for this fiscal year appropriates for these purposes $75,000. 
The present bill appropriates $105,000, an increase of $30,000. 

For the consulates the contingencies are stated in the law of the pres- 
ent fiscal year substantially as follows: 


For the purpose of-enabling the President to provide, at the public expense, 
all such stationery, blanks, record and other books, seals, presses, flags, and signs 
as he shall think necessary for the several consulates in the transaction of their 
business, and also for rent, postage, telegrams, furniture, and traveling and mis 
cellaneous expenses, and for printing in the Department of State, $110,000. 


The bill reported and now under consideration proposes to increase 
that amount $20,000, making it $130,000, and the amendment offered by 
the chairman increases that amount $20,000 more, making it $150,000. 
The increase to $130,000 was unjustifiable, and yet $20,000 more is to 
be added ! 

I take issue with gentlemen who speak of the possibility of an Ameri- 
can citizen representing this Republic abroad, as minister or consul, be- 
ing humiliated by its frugality in expenditure in the diplomatic and 
consular service. I do not consent to that form of speech. 

Mr. BELMONT. Let me interrupt the gentleman. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let me complete the sentence. I do not consent 
that the service of a representative of this country in any foreign gov- 
ernment, under any conditions, if he bears himself as becomes the rep- 
resentative of the republican institutions of his Government, can by 
any possibility be humiliated in his intercourse with foreign powers. 
Such speech is not admissible, certainly not here. 

Sir, the highest dignity that can be bestowed upon an American cit- 
izen is that when brought into official relations with the jeweled and 
tinseled courts of Europe or elsewhere he represents the republican 
simplicity of his Government, and the highest honor that can gather 
around him springs from his deportment as an American gentleman, 
with the simplicity, dignity, and integrity of an American citizen 
engaged in the public affairs of a free people, and conscious that he 
represents greatness as well as the intelligent manhood of his country 
and its frugal expenditure of the taxes drawn from the labor of its peo- 
ple. Sir, the most honorable display that has occurred in our period 
of our republican institutions and system of government in the capitals 
of Europe was that made by Joseph A. Wright, of Indiana, minister 
to Prussia, passing with the independence of an American gentleman 
through the streets of Berlin and its great market-place with a market- 
basket upon his arm; and that still greater example of Elihu B. Wash- 
burne, in the midst of the fierce tumults of Paris, representing with 
the simplicity and dignity of an American citizen the power and man- 
hood of this great Republic, standing undismayed in the presence of 
appalling public disorder, not supported by the glitter and tinsel, the 
power of wealth, or the splendor of courts, but by the simplicity and 
dignity that so well became him as a representative of the American 
people, with the flag of kis country still floating when the flag and repre- 
sentative of every kingly court of Europe had gone down and disappeared 
before the fierce blastof the commune. This is the quality that should 
characterize the American minister abroad—republican simplicity and 
dignity and manhood; not the petty tinseled display of wealth, mo- 
narchical institutions, and courts. [ Applause. ] 

Mr. BELMONT rose. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask if all this is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] 
and the gentleman from New York [Mr. BeLMontT] are proceeding by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. MORGAN. How long will it last? 

The CHAIRMAN. Until some gentleman demands the regular 
order. 

Mr. STORM. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. BELMONT. I move to strike out the last word. 

The CHAIRMAN. But debate on the amendment had closed and 
the committee was dividing. The gentleman then proceeded to explain 
the amendment by unanimous consent of the committee. The demand 
for the regular order cuts off all debate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope unanimous consent will be given to the gen- 
tleman from New York to make any explanation he wishes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana asks unanimous 
consent that the gentleman from New York may be permitted to make 
afurther explanation of the pending amendment. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BELMONT. I shall not detain the committee more than a 
moment, but I regretted at the time’the gentleman from Indiana was 
speaking that he did not see fit to allow me to state that he must have 
misapprehended me. When I spoke of the humiliation to which our 
officials have been put under the present system of deficiency appropria- 
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tions, that had nothing whatever to do with the amount of their sala- 
ries. ‘The Committee on Foreign Affairs has been careful to retain the 
salaries accorcing to existing law. What I referred towas the humil- 
iation put upon consuls when drawing upon the Stafe Department for 
expenditures authorized by law, and their being compelled to submit 
to having their drafts protested, and remaining protested until the defi- 
ciency bill comes in to make up the necessary amount. 

Mr. RICE. Does not the evidence of the State Department show 
that for three years these expenses every year have exceeded $150,000, 
and that the drafts of the consuls have had to go to protest, to the dis- 
honor of our name and of their credit ? 


Mr. BELMONT. Thatisso. And while the last bill appropriated 
$110,000, there is now a request from the Department for $40,000 more 


to be put in the deficiency bill, making $150,000, the very amount we 
are asking here. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Does the gentleman think we can not get along as 
economically as our predecessors ? 


Mr. BELMONT. We are appropriating here the same amount as 
has been required heretefore. 


Mr. HOLMAN. We have never appropriated so much. 

Mr. COX. Iask unanimous consent that the statement of the Sec- 
retary of State on this point be read. 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The fund from the current fiseal year, as in the previous years, will doubtless 
be exhausted early in the last quarter, involving a deficit of some $40,000. The 
accounts presented cover expenses which the laws contemplate. Under the 
standing instructions of the Department the consuls draw for the amounts due 
them. These drafts are often necessarily dishonored for want of funds, and the 
accounts returned to the consuls until oma time as a deficiency appropriation 
shall be available for their payment. bya —— a hardship. Con- 
suls are not in a ition, and should not be 
Government without interest, and itis 
duly negotiated must often injure their a aa aed may even 
leaving their situation actually critical. It also rates to injure the destroy it 
the United States Government and unfavorably affect our commercial! interests 
in quarters where of influence a@ permanent market may 
be desirable. The a with the remoteness and isolation of the 
consul, Asa some distant it has become to 
vq > For instance, must be sent from to San Fran- 

three or four months lost in rece the amount. 
From every ae it is both advisable and just that t provision 
should be made for items of charge which the statute directs. A margin for 


unforeseen and contingent but perfectly aes demands is plainly essen- 
tial. The lowest amount can recom- 


without which the Department 
mend is $150,000, and this is not adequate to the great increase in the 
consular service during the past ten years, 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Homan] 
and the gentleman from New York [Mr. BeLMont] will take their 
places as tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 104, 
noes 43. 

Mr. HOLMAN, No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. A quorum not having voted, the Clerk will call 
the roll. 


The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, when the following-named mem- 
bers failed to answer: 
Adams, John J. Dibble, Lore, Sa . 
Aiken, Dingley, Lowry, Snyder, 
Anderson, J, A. Dowdney, be Spriggs, 
Arnot, Fisher, Stewart, J. W. 
Barbour, b St. Martin. 
Bouteile, inley, Stone, E. F 
Boyle, Gibson, CO. Milliken, Strait, 
Bragg, le Mills, Tarsney 
Brumm, Gilfillan, Mitchell, Taylor, K. B. 
Buchanan, Hammond, Muller, Taylor, lL. H. 
Burleigh, Hanback, Neece, Taylor, Zach. 
Burnes, Harris, Negley, Thomas, J. R. 
Butterworth, Henley, N Townshend, 
Carleton, ae rn, z ‘ S 
Caswell, olmes, Hara, 
Clard Hopkins, Outhwaite, White, A. C. 
Cole, ” Houk, Parker, Wilkins, 
Collins, Trion, Perkins, oe 
Comstock, Kelley, i 
Crain, Ketcham, Westhinnnbes. 
Culberson, King, Pirce, 
Curtin, Libbey, Ran 6 
Daniel, Long, Riggs, 


The committee rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 
HATCH reported that the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union having had under consideration House bill 6392 and find- 
ing itself without a quorum, he had directed the roll to be called, and 
now reported to the House the names of the absentees to be entered 
upon the Journal. 

Mr. CLEMENTS. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. Ham- 
MOND, is detained at his room by sickness. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that the absence of the gen- 
tleman from Maine, Mr. DINGLEY, is caused by his having been severely 
hurt by a fall. The names of the absentees will be entered on the 
Rata 


It appears that there -nine members absent; two 
hundred and thirty-three Sante ities scameaiae answered—more than a 


quorum. 

The Committee of the Whole House on thestate of the Union, under 
the rule, resumed its si 

The CHAIRMAN. The tellers will resume their places. 

Mr. HOLMAN. With a view to promoting the transaction of the 
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public business I shall not insist further on a quorum upon this vote 
I have no objection to the Chair now announcing the result. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The ayes are 104, thenoes43. The ayes havecit, 
and the amendment is agreed to. 

Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Chairman, I now move that the committee rise 
and report the bill, with the amendments, favorably to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resume: 
the chair, Mr. Hatcu, from the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, reported that they had had under consideration the 
bill (H. R. 6392) making appropriations for the diplomatic and con- 
sular service of the Government for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1887, 
and for other purposes, and had instructed him to report the same to 
the House with sundry amendments and with the recommendation that 
it do pass. 

Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Speaker, I now move the previous question on 
the amendments reported from the Committee of the Whole and upon 
a pire, emmnaeems read a third time. 

The motion was 

The SPEAKER. Isa anan vote desired on any of the ameud- 
ments? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iaska eee vote upon the last amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Isa separate vote upon any of the other 
amendments agreed to in the Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. SOWDEN. I ask that the-amendment upon which the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] demandsa separate vote be reported 
to the House. 

The SPEAKER. It will be, when the Housecomes to vote upon it. 
If there be no other demand for a separate vote the question will be 
taken upon agreeing to the other amendments in gross. 

The question was taken, and the amendments adopted in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole were agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now report the amendment on 
—- es isdemanded by the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. 

OLMAN 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 448, strike out “ $130,000" and insert “$150,000.” 


The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to this amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iceall for the yeas and nays on that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 145, nays 74, not 
voting 103; as follows: 


YEAS—16. 
A G.E. Crisp, Hires, Price, 
Allen, C. H. Croxton, Hiscock, Reed, T. B. 
Anderson, J, A. Cutcheon, Hitt, k 
Atkinson, Rowell 
Baker, Davenport, James, Ryan, 
ny Devideon Hot Soin, oe Gayers, 
" .M. 
Barnes, Davis, Laird, Seranton, 
Belen Dewey?’ a Singletoi 
t, ’ Lawler, Singleton, 
Bliss, , ee Laaelt, Stephenson, 
Bloun Evans, Lovering, le F. 
Bound r, Mahoney, 
Brady, Foran, Martin, 8: 
Spectanaiten, WOR. Se. McCreary, Tusenes, 0.B. 
W ’ ; Sinedkuees 
Brown, W. W. Gay, ° orton, 
Buck, Goff, Millard, - Turner, 
Bunnell, Grosvenor, iller, Van Eaton, 
ws, Grout, Moffatt, Van Scha’ 
Butterworth, Hale, * Viele, 
Caldwei Haich, Murphy Wadsworth 
Gemonell. 9 M. Haynes, cen o a Wakefield 
Campbell, T.J. | Heard, O'Neill, Charles ard, T. B. 
Cannon, Hemphill, ONeill’ I.J3. West, 
Catchings, - B. Osborne, White, Mile 
Gentian” Rete wit 
Conger, = \ Pettibone, 
— ewitt, ie 
NAYS—74. 
Alien, J. M. Geddes, MeMillin, Springer, 
c.M. MeRae, Ste Charics 
= Green, W. 3 Morrison, Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Benck: Hall, Neal, Stone, W.J., * Mo. 
Bennett, Halsell, O'Donnell, . 
Breckinridge, C.R. Henderson,J.8. Owen, Swope, 
Cabell, Holman, A bee, 
=. J.E. Howard, Pideock, aan, .M. 
6 Hudd, ” aa Ward, J. H. 
Cobb, Hutton, JW. Warner, A. J 
Comstock, Johnston, T. D. Reese, Warner, William 
Cowles, Jones, J. H. Richardson, Weaver, 
Dawson, a. Rogers, Weber, 
Everhart, La Follette, Seney, Wise, * 
Ford, Lehlbach, So. Wolford. 
feederk Mehdoo, ; 
Frederick, Sowden, 











NOT VOTING—108. 


Adams, J.J. Fisher, Lowry, Rockwell, 
Aiken, Fleeger, Lyman, Sawyer, 
Arnot, Gallinger, atson, Shaw, 
Barbour, Gibson, C. H McComas, Snyder, 
Boyle, Gibson, McKinley, 
Bragg, ilfillan, Milliken, necker, 
Browne, T. M Gloyer, Mills, Stewart, J. W. 
Brumm, reen, R. 8. Mitchell, St. Martin, 
Buchanan, Guenther, Morrow, Strait, 
Burl i Hammond, Muller, Tarsney, 
Bernes, Hanback, a. ae. * B 
Carieton ® Harris, ‘egley , T ay 4. 
Caswell, Henderson, T. J Norwood, Taylor, ». 
Cole, Henley, Oates, Thomas, J. R 
Collins, Hill, O'Hara, Tillman, 
Compton, Holmes, Outhwaite, Townshend, 
Crain. Hopkins, Parker, aries, 
Culberson, Houk, Payson, r, 
Curtin, Trion, Perkins, Weaver, A. J 
Daniel, Johnston, J.T. Perry, Wellborn, 
Dibble, Kelley, Pindar, White, A.C. 
Dingley, Ketcham, Pirce, Wilkins, 
Dowdney, Landes, § Wincas, 
Denn, Libbey, Ranney, Woodburn, 
Elisberry, Long, ’ \ Worthington 
Felton, Lore, . 

The following-named members were announced as paired until fur- 
ther notice: 


Mr. Lowry with Mr. McComas. 

Mr. ARNot with Mr. Lona. 

Mr. Mrrcwe.. with Mr. Ike H. TAYLor. 

Mr. FELTON with Mr. LANDEs. 

Mr. MULLER with Mr. Hovuk. 

Mr. BoyLe with Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. 
Mr. DowpDNEY with Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. 
Mr. Norkwoop with Mr. GILFILLAN. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND with Mr. GALLINGER. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE with Mr. PARKER. 

Mr. Curtin with Mr. NEGLEY. 

Mr. CRAIN with Mr. STEWART, of Vermont. 
Mr. CULBERSON with Mr. McKINLey. 

Mr. BuRNES with Mr. BUCHANAN. 

Mr. FisHer.with Mr. LYMAN. 

Mr. Grsson, of West Virginia, with Mr. Prrce. 
Mr. CoLs with Mr. THomas, of Illinois. 

Mr. CARLETON with Mr. HoLMEs. . 

Mr. Hupp with Mr. FLEEGER. 

Mr. Jones, of Alabama, with Mr. BuRLEIGH. 
Mr. TARSNEY with Mr. CASWELL. 

The following-named members were announced as paired for this 


day: 

Mr, WILKINS with Mr. PERKINS. 

Mr. HAMMOND with Mr. KELLEY. 

Mr. Matson with Mr. Srrarr. 

Mr. PrnpAk with Mr. Hopxrys. 

Mr. ApAms, of New York, with Mr. DINGLEY. 

Mr. Le FEvVRE with Mr. HAYDEN. 

Mr. Perry with Mr. HANBACK. 

Mr. Winans with Mr. BkumM. 

Mr. Lispry with Mr. SyypDER. 

Mr. M1Lts with Mr. Payson. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon ordering the bill as 
amended to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was ordered to be aud read a third time; and be- 
ee it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

; ONT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
LEAVE TO SIT DURING THE SESSIONS OF THE HOUSE. 
By unanimous consent leave was granted to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to sit during the sessions of the House for the next five days. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. REAGAN. I desire to call up House bill No. 6657 to regulate 
interstate commerce and to prevent unjust discrimination by common 


Mr. HATCH. I demand the regular order. 


The SPEAKER. This is the regular order, if the House determines 
to consider it. 


Mr. HATCH. I makethe point of order that by special order of the 
Heamithwhen povidel— . 


the 13th day of May, 1886, after the second call of committees, 

Commiiee on Agricaltere,thinorder not interfere with feneral appropriation 
q n nterfere general appro; ion 

or revenue bilis,and whether so interfered with on that day or te ge be a 
= order until the bills by said committee shall be disposed 


TheSPEAKER. The order which the gentleman cites was made by 
the House on April 30; but on the 16th of March the House by a sus- 
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pension of the rules set the 13th day of April for the consideration of 


House bill No. 6657, and provided that its consideration should con- 
tinue from day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. HATCH. I make the point of order that the resolution just re- 
ferred to by the Speaker does not ‘set apart’’ the 13th day of April, 
but simply makes the bill aspecial order for thatday. The resolution 
which I have read, and which takes effect to-day after the second call 
of committees, sets apart this day for the special business of the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, and it does not except prior orders. I submit, 
therefore, that the motion of the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. REAGAN] 
is not in order. 

Mr. REAGAN. I call attention to the language used in the two or- 
ders. The order of March 16 provides that ‘the 13th day of April be 
fixed for the consideration of House bill No. 6657,’’ and ‘* that its con- 
sideration be continued from day to day until finally disposed of.’’ 
The order of April 30 provides that the 13th of May be ‘‘set apart.’’ 
The difference in the language of the two resolutions is that one pro- 
vides that a day be ‘‘fixed,’’ and the other provides that aday be “set 
apart.’? Both are continuing orders. There is simply a difference of 
verbiage, the effect being exactly the same in both cases. 

The SPEAKER. But upon examination of the two orders the Chair 
finds that in one case the bill referred to is simply made a special order, 
and in the other case a day is ‘‘set apart’’—dedicated for the consid- 
eration of certain business. 

Mr. REAGAN. The inquiry I make is, what is the difference be- 
tween “setting apart’’ a day and “ fixing’’ a day? 

The SPEAKER. There is a very considerable difference. When a 
day is ‘‘set apart’’ for the consideration of certain measures that day 
must be appropriated for that purpose, and the business can not be in- 
terfered with except by raising the question of consideration against 
each measureas it is called up or by revoking the order, a motion to do 
which can only be entertained by unanimous consent. The Chair was 
at first under the impression that the two orders were alike in their 
terms, in which case the special order which the gentleman from Texas 
desires to call up would have had priority over that of the gentleman 
from Missouri, because firstadopted. But upon examination the Chair 
finds that the two orders are not if the same language. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the business which the gentleman from Missouri 
desires to call up is in order to-day, can I not antagonize it——- 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. When the gentleman from Missouri 
makes the motion, for instance, to go into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union to consider a particular bill, if that 
motion be rejected, then the gentleman from Texas can call up his spe- 
cial order. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. HATCH. I hope the House will not do any such thing. 
[Laughter.] Under the order which I have read, I first call up for 
consideration the bill (H. R.5190) to enlarge the powers and duties of 
the Department of Agriculture. Mr. Speaker, as a matter of precau- 
tion, I desire to state that underthis order I propose to present for con- 
sideration, besides the bill I have just mentioned, a bill (H. R. 2933) 
to establish agricultural experiment stations in connection with the 
colleges established in the several States under the provisions of an act 
approved July 2, 1862, and of the acts supplementary thereto; a bill 
(H. R. 7208) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act for the establishment 
of a bureau of animal industry, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
May 29, 1884; a bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also imposing a tax 
upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exporta- 
tion of oleomargarine; a bill (H. R. 2293) to promote agricuiture, and 
for other p 

Mr. REAGAN. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. REAGAN. Ifthe Chair holds that this day is set apart for the 
consideration of business of the Committee on Agriculture to the ex- 
clusion of a prior special order, will that ruling operate beyond this 
day? Will the business of the Committee on Agriculture go on from 
day to day until it is disposed of? I want to know whether anything 
else can be done this session. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, it is a continuing order. 

The SPEAKER. It is true it is made a continuing order, but the 
Chair thinks the only day ‘‘set apart’’ or dedicated is to-day. After 
to-day it will be in order for the gentleman from Missouri { Mr. Hatcu ] 
to call up his measures, but the House will all the time have the right 
to decide the question of consideration. 

Mr. EDEN. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. EDEN. Can the question of consideration be raised under this 
order? 

The SPEAKER. Ofcourse it can. Ifa bill called up by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri is in the House, any gentleman can raise the 
question of consideration against that bill. But the bill to which the 

tleman from Missouri first calls attention is in Committee of the 

on the state of the Union; and the only way to prevent the 

consideration of that bill is to refuse to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


Then I ask the House to refuse to go into Commit- 
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Mr. REAGAN. 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has just stated that if a bill called up 
is in the House, the question of consideration can be raised immediately. 
But if it is in Committe of the Whole on the state of the Union, the 
only way to defeat its consideration is by refusing to go into Committee 
of the Whole to consider it. The gentleman from Missouri calls up 
the bill which has been named by him. 

Mr. HATCH. Unless the gentleman from Texas will consent this 
bill may be considered in the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. Motions are pending and the Chair will state the 
condition of the question. The bill is in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union and one hour to which the committee 
was entitled under the rule has expired. The motion pending was that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, and pending that a motion was made by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. HarcH] to limit debate to one hour and 
an amendment by thé same gentleman to limit the debate to ten min- 
utes. The question now is upon the amendment to limit debate toten 
minutes, on which the ious question had been ordered 

Mr. HATCH. I wtdaow it. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question was ordered by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
to withdraw it. 

Mr. HATCH. I withdraw the amendment to limit debate to ten 
an and now move an amendment to make it two hours instead 
of one. 

Mr. REAGAN. I think there are serious defects in the bill, and 
notice I believe has been given of two or three substitutes to be offered 
for it. I doubt such a bill creating a new department of Government 
can be considered properly in two hours. I think a longer time should 
be allowed. 

Mr. HATCH. How much time do you suggest? 

Mr. REAGAN. Three or four hours. 

Mr. HATCH. Iam willing to say three hours. 
man to have all the time he wishes, 

Mr. Hatcn’s motion as amended, to limit general debate to three 
hours, was then agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the motion that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. REAGAN. I propose to ask for the consideration of the-inter- 
state-commerce bill. 

The SPEAKER. The only way to prevent consideration is to refuse 
to adopt the motion to go into committee. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 93, noes 36. 

Mr. REAGAN. I give notice that to-morrow after the morning hour 
I will move to take up the interstate-commerce bill. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole for 
the purpose of considering the bill H. R. 5190, enlarging the powers 
and duties of the Department of Agriculture. By order of the House 
all general debate has been limited to three hours. 

Mr. REAGAN. At what time will it be in order to offer a substitute 
for this bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. When the gentleman has been recognized to 
speak he can offer his substitute for consideration. It can not be voted 
upon until after the debate is closed. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would like to have the substitute I desire to offer 
read for the information of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Missouri desire the 
floor at this time? 

Mr. HATCH. He does. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas asks to have his sub- 
stitute read at this time. 

Mr. HATCH. Ihave no objection to the substitate being read and 
coming in at the proper time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The substitute may be read for information. 

Mr. REAGAN. I submit the following substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House et ee of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That there the seat of tan 


ve department to be k the department of industries, and 
° nown as en & SeC- 
retary of tadusivien, whe.abell be be the head thereof. 
Swc. 2. That there shall be in the department of oe a division of agri- 
culture, and to su tend said division a commissioner <2 who 
n 


shall be a ange pom and who shall be he President, 
by and with the ad and consent of the Senate, and who shall. be entitled to 
oa Th co paes bef eolecting and wOenpeinaiat u Regents 
a 
concerning agriculture, and also concern such scientific 


ee ee ie iemanel x 
shall organize the following bureaus in 


At the proper time I desire to raise the question of 


I hope the gentleman from Missouri will be allowed 


I wish the gentle- 


useful 
matters and industri pare. Sha ces 
division 


of ag- 


of industries 
Ficutdare, namely’ 
First. bapen of epeeiean which shail include a, whe shall 


pateee, entomology, 


rot the chief of which 
wa al agricltariaty shall venga the 


Sot peneiieed Gelade 
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tend to increase the p-ofits of the farmer; respecting the various methods; t];. 
crops most profitable in the several sections; the preferable varieties of eceds. 
—— ee: fertilizers, implements, piltiees. and similar matters. 
he bureau of animal ny, 0 be in acompetent veter- 
inary See who shal! inv Tveport upon = number, value, and 
ition of the domestic an of the United States ; the ir protection, growth, 
; the causes, prevention, or cure of con , communicable, or other 
diseases ; and the kinds, races, or breeds best adapted to the several sections for 
en raising. 
hird. The bureau of lands, the chief of which shall investigate and report 
i. the resources or capabilities of the public or other lands for farming, stock - 
raising. timber, manufacturing, mining, or other industrial uses. And all pow- 
ers and duties vested in the commission now known as the Geological Survey, 
together with all — employés, and agents, and all instruments, records. 
hereby he department of industries, And 
the secretary of ind industries shall eons investigations and collect and re- 
port such information, facts, and statistics relative to the minesrnd mining of 
the United and facilities for their ventilation and general operations, as 
may be deemed of value and im 
Src. 4. That in addition to the duties imposed by chapter 10, title 7, of the Re- 
vised the of industries shall cause to be collected 


ng ro products 
: Be, Suny. ond prices in for- 
markets; to the location, number, and ufacturing esta!)- 
seer whatever sort, their sources war raw material, methods, markets, 

, and prices ; to to such commercial or other conditions a- 
nay etoes market value of farm products or the interests of the industria! 
classes of the United States. And the secretary is hereby authorized to estab- 
lish such divisions in this bureau, and to make such monthly or other reports 
as he shall deem most effective for the prompt Giecousination of such reliable 
information respecting crops and domestic and foreign markets as will be of 
service to the farmers, miners, mechanics, laborers, or other industrialists of 
a States. 

5. That there shall be in the department of industries a division of labor, 
which shall be under the ee of the Commissioner of Labor; and 
the Bureau of as provided for in me ee the acts of the Forty- 
eighth Conguem, wi with it its oan duties, shal transferred from the De- 
partment of the Interior to the department of industries. 

Sec. 6, That there shall be in the department of industries a division of com 
merce, and to superintend said division a commissioner of commerce, w ho 
| shall be —— by the President, by and with the advice and consent of tli 
Senate, and shall receive a salary of & $5,000 per annum. 

Sec. 7. That all divisions and subdivisions, bureaus or parts thereof, heretofore 
attaching to the Treasury Department by virtue of the provisions of chapter 10, 
of title 7, of the Revised features, relating to the Bureau of Statistics, which shai 
hereafter be known as the bureau of external commerce; title 48, relating to 
commerce and navigation ; title 49, relating to the regulation of vessels in foreign 
commerce ; title 50, relati to the regulation of vessels in domestic commerce : 
title 52, relating to the regu nm of steam-vessels; title 56, relating to = Coast 
Survey; title 55, caletion © to lights and buoys; sections 4801, 4802, 4803, 4804, 48: 5, 
and 4806, of chapter 1, title 59, relating to hospital relief for seamen ; and c hapter 
265 of the acts of the Forty-fifth Congress, second session, relating to the Life- 
Saving Service, or by virtue of any law amenda’ of said several provisions, 
or regulations in pursuance thereof, ) from and after the of this act, 
be parts of the division of ecommeree i n the rtment of industries; and the 
secretary of industries shall oe in said division of commerce a bureau of 
ant commerce, to be organized and governed as other bureaus in said di- 
v' 

Sec. 8. That all duties devolving upon the Secretary of the Treasury by virtue 
of the several prov mentioned in the Ly wpe section shall, from and 
after the passage of this act, be performed by the secretary of industries. The 
authority conferred and the ‘duties a by said several provisions upon the 
aes eae a and after the Lassage of this act, be cxer- 

discharged by the scamedebendnal commerce. Ali bonds authorize:| 
by any a the provisions aforesaid to be made payable to the Register of the 
"shall, from and after the passage of this act,be made payable to the 


commissioner of commerce 
Sxc. 9. That section mo ame 4, of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended by 
adding at the end thereof the words: . The department of industries.” 
Sec. 10. That this act shall not be construed to interfere with the present 
organization of the various departments, divisions, subdivisions, and bureaus 
embraced herein, e with reference to the transfer thereof to the depar'- 
ment of industries, su to the general provisions of law relating to regula- 
= the various Departments of the Government and appointments to office 


Sec. 1!. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby 
repealed. 


Mr. HATCH. I yield fifteen minutes of my time to the gentlemen 
from Ken Mr. McCreary]. 

Mr. McCREARY. Mr. Chairman, at the beginning of this session | 
introduced a bill to establish a department of agriculture, with a secre- 
— appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of 

the Senate, to preside over the department, with equal rank and pay as 
the secretaries now constituting the executive Cabinet. The bill now 


under consideration provides for a department of agriculture and labor, 
and while it is broader and more com ive than the bill intro- 


duced by me, it is not materially different, and I am most heartily in 


ee 

The object of the bill is to enlarge the powers and duties of the De- 
partment of Agriculture. It is based on a belief that it is the duty of 
our Government to give to American farmers all such important an¢ 


and greater protection to agriculture and labor. 

From the center to the circumference of our indissoluble Union tlie 

animated by a desire for fraternity, reconciliation, and prosp«'- 

ve ‘beat and their into prun- 

@ more opportune time than the 

present for giving to agriculture and labor the appreciation and reco:- 
nition they deserve. 

Our is more than a hundred years old, and daring ali these 

years has been the foundation and chief support of nearly 
other business. 

census of 1880 shows that about one-half of the population of 


Cs ae 
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the United States live by agriculture, and the vast contributions made 
from farms constitute the material prosperity of our Republic and its 
greatest wealth. ‘ - ; 

This great and growing country is now the foremost agricultural 
country in the world, leading all others in the aggregate yield of corn, 
cotton, wheat, and tobacco, and many other products of the soil. 

New Orleans exceeds all other cities in the value of her cotton trade. 
Louisville is the ‘queen city’’ of the world in her tobacco trade, and 
Chicago has no equal as a grain-distributing point, and five-sixths of 
all the exports of this nation go directly from the farms. 

In the rush and of business but few persons look carefully at 
the vast and results of agriculture in the United States. It 
is estimated that the capital invested in this industry amounts to $28,- 
000,000,000. While the most careful estimates place the annual value 
of manufactured products at $6,000,000,000, the farms of our country 
furnish in value more than $9,000,000,000 annually to help feed and 
clothe the world. The total sales of the United States to other nations 
in 1880 amounted to $823,946,352. Of these the agricultural products 
constituted 83 per cent., worth $683,010,976, while all other. products 
were but 17 per cent.; or, in other words, our agricultural exports are 
five times greater than all other exports. Yet less than 8 per cent. of 
our agricultural products go to foreign markets, 93 per cent. being used 
athome. For the last sixty years the proportion of agricultural to total 
a averages over 81 per cent., as is shown by the following facts 
published by the former Statistician of the Agricultural Department: 


The immense increase of our exports in sixty years past makes an extraordi- 


nary showing, but it is a more remarkable fact that with the growth of popula- 
tion and of varied industries the tural surplus should more than maintain 
its proportion to total exports. e customs figures are as follows: 


Year. | Exports. | Aaricutsaral exports, 











Per cent, 


$41, 657, 673 | 80. 6 
48,095, 184 | 82,18 
92,548, 067 | 82. 93 

108, 605, 713 80. 57 

256, 560, 972 | 81.14 

361, 188, 483 | 79. 34 

683,010,976 | 82.90 











Tn the last ten years the exports of agriculture have nearly doubled, and atthe 
same time the proportion to total exports has increased. 
_ Thegreat progress and prominence of breadstuffs and provisions in this record 
is shown in connection with cotton, which fifty years ago constituted about five- 
eighths of the exports of agriculture. The decennial record is as follows: 











211, 535, 905 


' | 
Year. | Breadstaffs. | Provisions. | Cotton. 
$7,071,767 | $2,971,002 | $29, 674, 883 
13, 535, 926 3,503,704 | 63, 870,307 
13,066,509 | 10,927,485 71, 984, 616 
24,422,310 | 16,612,443 | 191, 806,555 
‘ 72,250,933 | 29,17 » 589 | 227, 027, 624 
ee 288, 036,835 | 127, 043, 242 


These are but samples to illustrate the immensity of this great in- 
dastry, but the picture may be ‘enlarged by showing the wonderful in- 
crease of our crops and chief products in the decade between 1870 and 
1880, as shown by the Commissioner of Agriculture: 











Article. | Quantity. Year. 

Cotton produced in United States........ Scacieiminesencansae bales 4,352,317 | 1870 
DL SEES TT | EER 6, 000, 000 1880 

Corn — in U. States........ soadebedeocssteccecevess —_ 1, Lg 940,594 | 1870 
Serna REINERREaRionnes: Suévenonedectusesecoscescetecesconsess vod Dunevay 754, 449,435 | 1880 

Wheat crop of United (hale eae do...... 287, 745,626 | 1870 
I ernst ceogtoatnsecicves Dicedindaderets Seieaateicrmsaionen do ..... 407, 859,033 | 1880 
Tenge empeaiiented BD icceccccvee - i — 
iain diate ciectancetmocnoeqneneeibosnanoend ‘ 880 

Oats in United States. 282,107,157 | 1870 











The inerease of eran products was nearly 100 per cent. in 


these ten and in the last year of this decade our cattle exports 
coaon 000,000 to $14,000,000, beef from $7,000,000 to $12, 000,- 
pork from $5,000,000 to $8,000,000. : 


The labor of this oe to-day what the sunshine is to the uni- 
verse, what the heart is to the body—it gives health and life and vigor; 
it makes the anvils ring, the spindles whizz, the furnaces glow, the 

harvest, and places our agricultural, 
manufactured, and mineral products in the front rank among the pro- 
duetions of the world. Is it too much then for agriculture and 
labor to be represented in the executive Cabinet? Almost every in- 
telligent and civilized nation in the world has given more prominence 


oe the United States. 
It is neither new nor ted to elevate the Departmentof Agri- 
ment and place it in charge of a secre- 















In France there are nine executive departments. A minister of 


agriculture is at the head of one of them. 


In Prussia there are eight secretaries, including one for agriculture. 
In Italy there are nine heads of departments. One is the minister 


of agriculture. 


In Russia there are ten secretaries. [Everything pertaining to agri- 


culture in its broadest sense is in charge of one of these secretaries. 


In Austria there are seven secretaries, forming what is called the 


council of ministers. One is for agriculture. 


In Spain the council of ministers consists of cight members, one of 


whom is the minister of agriculture and commerce. 


In Brazil, the great empire of South America, there is a minister of 


agriculture. 


In Portugal there is a department of agriculture and commerce; 


and Mexico and most of the republics of South America have each a 
department of agriculture and statistics, under the supervision of a 
secretary, who is a member of the executive cabinet. 


France expended last year for agriculture and commerce (I give round 


numbers), $20,000,000; Brazil, for agriculture, $12,000,000; Russia, 
for agriculture, $11,000,000; Austria, for agriculture, $5,500,000; Italy, 
for agriculture, $1,914,000; Japan, for agriculture, $1,000,000; United 
States, for agriculture, chemical division, entomological division, seed 
division, division of agricultural statistics, Bureau of Animal Iudus- 
try, forestry, museum, laboratory, &c., $585,790. 


Of all countries the great Government of the United States does the 


least to promote agriculture, although we have the grandest agricult- 
ural empire in the world. 


Mr. BLOUNT. I would like toask the gentleman from Kentuckya 


question. Youspeakof the sum of $20,000,000 expended by France—— 


Mr. MCCREARY. Yes, for agriculture and commerce. 

Mr. BLOUNT. How was that spent; in what direction? Of course 
I do not ask for details. 

Mr. McCREARY. In paying the expenses of the department. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I would like to know if it was not largely in boun- 


ties for the culture of beets for sugar? 


Mr. McCREARY. In France the amount expended for agriculture 


and commerce was $20,000,000. For the minister of agriculture the 


budget for 1885 provided $8,154,000. 
Mr. BLOUNT. What I wanted to get at was what was the general 


expenditure for specific purposes. 


Mr. McCREARY. I can not farnish the details; I simply know 


the amount was expended in paying the expenses of the department of 
agricultare. 


Mr. Chairman, weshould no longer be hesitating in the rear when other 
civilized nations have wisely and justly exaltedagriculture. ‘This, the 
foremost agricultural nation in the world, should give pre-eminent rec- 
ognition to this fundamental industry. The cause deserves it and the 
people demandit. They asked for it away back in 1838, when the cit- 
izens of Kentucky, the State which I have the honor in part to repre- 
sent in this House, petitioned Congress to establish at Washington a 
department of agriculture and mechanics, the head of which was to be 
a member of the executive Cabinet. This petition was a model of con- 
ciseness and elicted much attention, and helped very much to secure the 
first recognition ever given to agriculture by Congress, when, in 1839, 
a bill was passed authorizing one clerk to be appointed in the Patent 
Office to distribute seeds and collect statistics. 

Though the petition was short it was wonderfully comprehensive, and 
with great exactness it suggested the business of the department, de- 
fined the duties of the officers, and forecasted with wonderful accuracy 
the perfection and practical utility which we now see in the existing 
Agricultural Department. 

- The people were heard again in 1876, when a convention of farmers 
assembled in Chicago, Ill., representing an agricultural constituency of 
over a million of farmers scattered through twenty-eight sovereign 
States, and unanimously declared their wishes in the following words: 

Whereas it is the duty of wise and just legislators to see that the blessings and 
burdens of government are laid with impartial rule upon all classes alike: 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That American agriculturists demand that they shall be recognized 
as areal factor in this Government by the establishment of a department of 
agriculture, to be presided over by a Cabinet officer, who shall organize the 
same upon a plan to be devised by the wisdom of Cong-css, which department 
shall embrace tothe fullest extent the agricultural inter. sto. twenty millions of 
people. 

Again and again since that time resolutions substantially the same 
have been adopted at the national conventions held by the Patrons of 
Husbandry. 

Mr. Chairman, no people are more independent and less obirusive than 
the farmers. The combinations and the methods so frequently resorted 
to by almost every other class to secure Congressional legislation is un- 
known to them. They have no ‘‘lobby’’ here to urge the passage of 
this bill. They have sent no delegations here to address committees in 
the interest of this measure; but they are greatly interested in itand 
the justice of their cause, and their dignified and honorable and inde- 
pendent course should make us respect them more highly and give 
them the legislation they desire. 

In the early settlement of our country farmers found the virgin soil 
of unsurpassed fertility and a home market for all their products, and 
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they were, of all classes, the most independent and unhampered; but 
their situation has changed. Now they are confronted with surplus 
products, transportation difficulties, labor problems, competition with 
India and Egypt as regards the shipment of grain and cotton, rivalries 
with Austria and South America in regard to wool products, reci 
treaties affecting importsand exports, and a tariff system that isa burden 
on labor and an incubus on nearly everything farmers use in their 
homes and on their farms. 

It is especially necessary, therefore, that the agricultural and laboring 
interests of our country should have a representative in the Cabinet 
who understands and appreciates these great questions, and who is 
ready at all times to foster and encourage and protect them in every way 
that may be necessary. 

The farmers and tillers of the soil annually pay a large part of the 
taxes; they furnish a majority of the soldiers in time of war, and to 
them we look in every crisis for calm, conservative, energetic support 
of the Government. From the earliest days of the Republic they have 
constituted the advance-guard of liberty and progress, and in the face 
of dangers, trials, and hardships they have blazed the way for civiliza- 
tion in its westward march and helped to establish churches, schools, 
and happy homes from the Atlantic to the Pacific and from the north- 
ern lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. 

There has been less legislation for farmers than for any other class. 
The passage of this bill will encourage farmers and laboring men of 
our country and prove to them that the great interests they represent 
are properly appreciated and recognized. Never until 1839 did agri- 
culture receive any recognition by having an office at Washington to 
look after its interests. As I have already stated, an annual appropri- 
ation of $1,000 was then made. During the administration of Presi- 
dent Buchanan a superintendent of agriculture was appointed, and in 
1862 the present division of agriculture was created. 

Government revenue depends in a great measure upon profitable 
farming, and the profits of agriculture depend on the intelligence and 
skill of our farmers; hence it is essential and proper that the Govern- 
ment should place before all farmers the best information pertaining to 
their business and throw around them the fullest and most ample pro- 
tection. 

Finally, this.bill, should it pass, will bring the farmers and laboring 
men of our Republic into more intimate relations and help to obliter- 
ate the last vestige of sectionalism growing out of the late war, and it 
will not only furnish the Executive with an adviser representing 
twenty-eight millions of men and over five millions. of homes, but it 
will cultivate among agriculturists all over this vast country a love for 
and a devotion to the Government which can not be obtained so fully 
in any other way. 

To refute all the arguments in favor of the new executive department 
the opponents of the bill, so far as I have heard, present but two objec- 
tions. They say it will cost money to enlarge the powers and duties of 
the Department of Agriculture, as provided for in the bill under consid- 
eration. 

since the organization of our Government millions of dollars have 
been approprited for the improvement of rivers and harbors. Many 
millions have gone to railroad corporations either as donations or loans. 
Subsidies have been voted and paid to ocean mail steamers and 
aid given to those engaged in the fisheries, while uncounted millions 
have gone into the pockets of manufacturers under the operation of the 
protective tariff laws. 

Is it not about time we were giving more attention to that interest 
which is the foundation of all others? Last year the Congress of the 
United States nica out of the ney for— 


Pensions .. 


-+ $60, 000, 000 00 


Ministers and consuls......... 


And to sustain and cement «1 an agricultural Sepustmenh with its 
chemical division, seed division, entomological division, division of 
agricultural statistics, Bureau of Animal Industry, museum, laboratory, 
and Bureau of Forestry, only the sum of $585,790, or one-thirtieth of 
the amount appropriated for a navy which is by no means a grand navy, 
and only one-third of the amount app to pay the expenses of 
a few ministers and consuls who, representing the United States, enjoy 
themselves abroad, and only one-tenth of what was iated as a 
gift to the Indians; yet now, when only about $8,000 per annum is 
asked to establish a new department for agriculture and labor, it is 
objected to on the ground of economy. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe as much as any man in economy, and I be- 
lieve Federal taxation should be exclusively for public purposes, and 
should not exceed the needs of the Government economically adminis- 
tered, but I can not appreciate the economy that refuses to appropriate 
$8,000 where justice and right so fully demand this sum. 

The next objection to the bill is that it is an unnecessary increase of 
Executive Departments, and that the number composing the Cabinet 
should not be changed. This is not a strong objection, for our: 
has fewer Departments than any of the great nations of the world. 
haa progressed and advanced in every way, and the Government must 
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be adapted not only in its legislative provisions but in its organic 
structure to the growth and wantsof the people. The Con- 
— of the United States was regarded as sacred and complete, yet 
fteen amendments have been added to it since it was first adopted. 

athe Cabinet has also grown with the growth of the Seaaeieiae with 
the ever-increasing necessities of the people. When the Government 
started there were but three Executive Departments, known as the Stat« 
Department, War Department, and Treasury Department. © same 
act creating these Departments also provided for a Postmaster-Genera], 
but this Department was only considered a bureau until 1829, when 
Andrew Jackson appointed a Postmaster-General and invited him to a 
seat in the Cabinet. The act also provided for an Attorney-General, 
but it was not until 1870 that the Department of Justice was made an 
Executive Department of the Government, though long before that tinic 
the Attorney-General sat in the Cabinet. 

In 1798 the Navy Department was created, and in 1849 the Depart- 
ment of the Interior was created, and Pensions were given it from the 
War Department, Patents and Census from the State Department, and 
Pablic Lands from the Treasury Department. It is, therefore, ap- 
parent that the increase in the Cabinet from three Secretaries to seven 
has been in accordance with the growth of business and the necessities 
of the people. All the Departments have only astatutory existence, 
and may be increased by act of Congress, approved by the President, any 
time. 

Wise and patriotic men in every age have given encouragement to 
agriculture. George Washington said, in his address to Congress in 
1796: 

It will not be doubted that with reference cither to individual or national we! 
fare agriculture is of primary importance. 

Cincinnatus loved the plow more than the sword, and Cato and V a 
wrote ably and extensively on agriculture and forestry. Daniel We 
ster said ‘‘all national wealth depends upon enlightened tiers. , 
In this country we have enlightened agriculture and intelligent agri- 
culturists, and this industry is greater and vaster than all others com- 
bined. The head of the department should always be an able and in- 
telligent man, and he should be equal in rank and pay to the other 
Secretaries of the executive Cabinet. ; 

Mr. Chairman, I have been a practicing lawyer for twenty years, but 
I was raised on a farm and for a quarter of a century I have been a 
land-owner and interested in farming, and I am glad of this oppor- 
tunity to speak in behalf of agriculture and labor. 

The fature of our Republic is grand and beautiful. Only a few years 
separate us from 1910, when, according to the estimates of De Bow and 
Elliot, we will have one hundred millions of people and one hundred 
thousand millions of dollars’ worth of property. The human mind can 
hardly assign a limit to the growth of our country or compute the time- 
table of its progress. 

‘The wealth and population of our Republic now demand this new 
Executive Department, and it will surely be created. Whether helped 
or hindered by this Congress, the demand will grow and the voices fa- 
voring it will multiply until its triumph is assured. [Applause. } 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I reserve the remainder of my time 
until I hear what gentlemen have to say on the other side. 

Mr. REAGAN addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to state to the gentleman from 
Texas that the time in which the substitute was read is to be deducted 
from his time. 

Mr. REAGAN. I did not so understand it, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. It must be taken out of the time of the gentle- 
man from Texas, as the gentleman from Missouri did not yield to have 
the substitute read. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
body’s time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time having been limited by the House, of 
course the Chair has no discretion in the matter 

The has minutes of his time remaining. 

Mr. GAN. Mr. I acquiesce very fully in the inter- 
esting statements just made by the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. 
of | McCREARY] as to the extent, importance, and great interest of this 
country in the subject of agriculture; and, as I am a farmer myself 
and represent farmers almost exclusively, I think I may speak for 
farmers. 

Sometimes we find that when the subject of farming and agriculture 
comes up the most zealous farmers are those who, perhaps, never {0!- 
lowed a plow and never owned a farm, but those, however, who remen- 
ber that farmers are numerous and have a great many votes. 

It is well when we come to look at a great question like this that we 
should divest ourselves of the ideathat we are to take up one particular 
class of citizens of this country and observe and take care of this inter- 
est to the exclusion of other classes of people equally meritorious and 

with other interests y important. I desire tomake this observa- 


I was in hopes it would not be taken out of any- 


dignify labor by a name, by giving to labor the name of a department 
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exclusively; while the bill I have offered means to dignify it by pro- o 
viding the largest means for the collection and dissemination of infor- 
mation on all subjects pertaining to the interest of agriculture. I beg 
you to bear in mind that the one undertakes, because of the interest of 
oem to dignify that, not by all proper and necessary legislation, but 
by giving it a chief and making it top-heavy; while the other proposes 
to use all the instrumentalities that can promote the interest of agri- 
ture. 
— the bill I have offered as a substitute for the committee bill 
proposes to create a tof industries. In this department of 
industriés is a division of agriculture, to be presided over by a practical 
agriculturist, with a salary of $5,000, which it is fair to presume will 
secure for this particular business men of superior talents, ability, and 
character. Then it goes on to provide for the various bureaus, which 
I can not now undertake to enumerate, but which will be seen by read- 
ing the bill. It then for a second division, which is to transfer 
the Labor Bureau created by the Forty-eighth Congress to this depart- 
onal of industries with the officers 2nd powers and duties of the Labor 
Bureau as pointed out by the act in question. It then provides for a 
division of commerce, and it provides for transferring to the department 
of industries various branches of the public service now attached to the 
T and the Interior De ts, not because of any necessary 
between them, but for the reason mainly that there is no 
other place to put them. 

It is well that I should observe here, perhaps, that the National Board 
of Trade has, year after year for sev eral years, appealed to Congress to 
create a department of commerce, and they are as persistent in asking 
thata separate department of commerce shall be created as some of our 
friends here arein asking foraseparatedepartmentofagriculture. They 
have also been sustained by the resolutions and declarations of boards 
of trade and chambers of commerce in various parts of the country. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. McCreary] who preceded me 
gave @ very interesting of the value and importance of agri- 
cultare. I could not take time and have not prepared myself to give a 
likesummary of the value and importance of the commerce of the coun- 
try; but without due reference to the commercial interests of the coun- 
try agriculture would not fare so well. The internal commerce of the 
country (I mean that which passes from place to place and from owner 
to owner) was estimated by a learned and able gentleman at the other 
end of the Capitol afew days agoat$15,000,000,000annually. Itis made 
up very largely of agricultural products; and it alsoembraces all goods, 
wares, and commodities of every possible description, not ouly agricult- 
ural, but the whole interior commerce of the country. Our external for- 

eign commerce amounts to about $800,000,000 annually. 

This represents the earnings of the American people and the articles 

by them. Itisa matter of great moment to them to have 
all the information through this bureau of industries in relation to ag- 
in relation to labor, and in relation to commerce which can 
enlighten the people with regard to all three of these great and para- 


wish is to see an additional department of Government estab- 
I agree with the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. McCrEAry ] 
growth of this country, its development in population and 
industries, calls for an additional department of Govern- 
not for two additional departments at this time, and I think 
agriculture and commerce equally demand this consideration at the 
of the Government, and that we will make a mistake if we make 
department for one of these great industries and omit reference to 


these interests. 

Both bills ations the consideration of the questions of labor, but 
with in language and for different purposes. I havea criti- 
cism to make on the committee’s bill. If that should be adopted by 
the House it seems to me there would be a necessity for an alteration 
ofsome of its I desire here to call the attention of the House 
to the fifth section of the committee’s hill and the clause beginning at 
line 8 of that section: 


i 
ii 


th 


a 


The shall collect information upon tho subject of labor, its rela- 
tion to capital, the hours of labor, the earnings of laboring men and women— 


That is all well enough— 


the means of promoting their material, social, intellectual, and moral prosperity, 


and the best means to oe life and nts in mines, workshops, 
factories, and other places of industry. 


aa attention to the clause in the same section beginning at 


of agriculture i labor shall be empowered to inquire into 


causes of between employers and employés 
within the United ueam geek ine. oes may invite and Ss aindaeaam sieteenentn boone 
concerning the matters 


in er 


: 
le 


side. 
Mr. of Iowa. I should like very much to hear from 
the gentleman as to the constitutional aspect of these questions. 
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Mr. REAGAN. What has the Federal Government to do with— 
Thebest means to protect life and to prevent accident in mines, workshops, 


factories, and other places of industry ? 


What has the Federal Government to do with that? If that is to 


be provided for by this bill, what use is there for State governments? 


I repeat, if that and kindred things are to be left in this bill and the 
Government is to assume authority over such subjects, what is the use 
of State governments? If we assent to this bill we propose to utterly 


disregard the Constitution of the United States, to utterly disregard 
the theory of our Government, and to take hold of things that are local 
and belong purely and exclusively to the State. Of all the classes of 
people in this country who are interested, greatly and profoundly in- 
terested, in preserving our form of government as transmitted to us by 
our forefathers, it is the farmers and the laboring class of people. It 
is their shield and protection, and whenever for expedie ney, or for any 
other purpose, wedisregard the theory of our Government, under whi 


we live, we inflict a serious and lasting injury upon the American peo- 
ple. 


cn 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Will the gentleman yield to me for a ques- 


tion? 


Mr. REAGAN. Ina moment. 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Iwish to make a suggestion to the gentle- 


man that he may express his view on it at this point. There isanother 
thing he will want to comment on. 


Mr. REAGAN. Very well; I will hear the gentleman now. 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I find in the substitute offered by the ven- 


tleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] provision is made on page 2 for a 
‘* bureau of animal industry, to be in charge of acompetent veterinary 
surgeon, who shall investigate and report upon the number, value, and 
condition of the domestic animals of the United States.’’ 


What has the Constitution got to do with the condition of the do 


mestic animals of the United States? And is the Constitution more 
powerful to collect that kind of information than to collect information 
as to the condition of the mines and the workshops where human be- 
ings are congregated ? 


Mr. REAGAN. The boundary between the two propositions is not 


very clearly marked, I concede. But in relation to the rights of per- 
sons, of individuals, and the protection of the laws thereare obligations 
imposed upon the State governments, and there is directly and im- 
pliedly a prohibition upon the Federal Government to engage in some 
of these things. Cattle and hogs and horses have no individual rights; 
they are property only. Inquiry is to be made on that subject. The 
object is simply to collect information, as has heretofore been done by 
the Agricultural Bureau. I will read the clause: 


Second, The bureau of animal industry, to be in charge of a conipeient veter- 
inary surgeon, who shall investigate and report upon the number, value, and 
condition of the domestic animals of the United States; their protection, growth, 
and use; the causes, prevention, or cure of contagious, communicable, or other 
diseases; and the kinds, races, or breeds best adapted to the several sections for 


profitable raising. 


The Agricultural Report now published under existing law dissemi- 
nates just this kind of information, and the purpose was simply to em- 
body in this bill what was in the present law and to follow existing law. 
But I submit that does not warrant us in going down into a State, that 
has peculiarly the constitutional protection of life, person, and prop- 
erty, which this Government has nothing to do with by its Constitu- 
tion as to citizens of the States, and inquiring as to ‘‘ the best means 
to protect life and prevent accident in mines, workshops, factories, and 
other places of industry.’’ 

The gentleman understands, and we all understand, if we lave not 
gotso far from the Constitution as to have forgotten it, that the Fed- 
eral Government has certain delegated powers, and that among them 
is not the power contemplated in that provision of this bill to be exer- 
cised over persons. They are under the protection, control, and juris- 
diction of the State and the State constitution, not under the jurisdic- 
tion or control of the Federal Constitution. 

That is my answer to my friend from Iowa. Then this bill provides 
that ‘‘ the secretary of agriculture shall be empowered to inquire into 
the causes of discontent which may exist between employers and em- 
ployés within the United States, and may invite and hear sworn state- 
ments from both such parties concerning the matters in controversy.’’ 

That seems to bea proposition to make the department a sort of court 
for the adjudication of questions between laborers and their employers, 
and it. embraces laborers generally, not only the employés of a railroad 
or a canal, but the employés of manufacturers or farmers; in short, all 
the employésin thecountry. I had occasion some time ago to diseuss 
this question when another bill was under consideration here, and to 
say that it was beyond the jurisdiction of the Federal Government to 
undertake to meddle imiocal personal contracts in relation to labor, and 
I venture the statement now that there is not a respectable court, pre- 
sided over by a good lawyer, in America that would sustain the consti- 
tutionality of that provision in this bill. Why? Because contracts 
between employers and laborers are local, domestic, unconnected with 
the public service, private. The powers of the Federal Government 
are delegated for particular national and international purposes, and for 
no other purposes, and the declaration in one of the amendments to the 
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Constitution is, in substance, that the powers not delegated to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States are retained in the Statesand in the peo- 
ple of the States respectively. 

The States and the people retain to themselves all the powers not 
conferred by the Constitution on the Federal Government for national 
and international purposes. It was necessary that the Federal Gov- 
ernment, acting as the unit for the whole, should control questions of 
peace and war, and should have control of the Army and the Navy. 
It was convenient and advantageous that it should take charge of the 
postal facilities, because they relate to the whole people, and it is bet- 
ter that the mails should not be interrupted at the boundaries of States. 
lt was right that the Federal Government should take charge of the 
question of coinage, because the coinage ought to be uniform, and it 
was to the interest of the whole people that it should be uniform. 
Such powers as these were delegated to the Federal Government by the 
Constitution; but local matters, such ascontracts for Jabor, matters re- 
lating to the descent and to the distribution of estates, matters relating 
to marriage and divorce—all such questions as these, relating to the 
local domestic internal policy of the State, were reserved to the States. 
Among the reservations was the right to determine questions in dis- 
pute between hirer and hired, and whenever we pass a bill with these 
two provisions in it I would advise that we add one more section to the 
bill, and abolish the State governments entirely and get rid of the use- 
less expense of Legislatures and governors and State courts; because, 
if we mean to turn this into a consolidated centralized republic we may 
as well do the whole job at once and not by piecemeal. But weshould 
bear in mind that a government with the extent of territory and the 
variety of interests which ours has can not permanently exist exceptin 
one of two forms. First, a lederal Republic like ours, which may, I 
believe, be indefinitely expanded in its territorial limits, if we only 
observe the principles of federation, the doctrines and principles and 
usages of the Constitution. Second, a depotism, with all power con- 
centrated in the central government. But a consolidated centralized 
republic is an impossibility, and there is no writer on the subject of 
government whose opinions are worthy of respect who will not tell us 
that a country of the extent of territory, populatior, and interests of 
ours can not long exist as a centralized republic. Why? Because it 
will always be to the interest of the majority section—I care not where 
that section may be, whether in the North, in the South, in the East, 
or in the West-—it will always be to the interest of the majority section 
to rob and plander the minority section, and they will do it by law. 
Why? Because it will be popular to do it, and the representatives of 
the people will always obey the popular will. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. That is assuming that it is always 
popular and right to plunder. 

Mr. REAGAN. Well, if my friend speaks of the rules of morality, 
it is not right, but I am speaking of the practical operation of govern- 
mentand of the practices of men. We may have our fine theories about 
government, but government is a practical matter, and, whatever our 
theories may be, we will use the power of the Government, as the Re- 
publican party has used it for the last twenty years, to enrich partic- 
ular classes. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman please state where his propo- 
sition has taken shape in practice, where one section of this or of any 
other country has robbed the other sections? Is it not a fact that the 
gentleman is merely stating a theory which he entertains, and one which 
is not exemplified in practice anywhere? 

Mr. REAGAN. Iam sorry that I can not answer that question in 
the affirmative. I will show the gentleman that the principle has been 
and is now in operation. The manufacturing interests of this country 
are most of them in a particular locali 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. 


t 
Sodous not necessarily follow that 
they should be confined to any Necality. 


Mr. REAGAN. I am talking not about what should be, but about 
what is. The manufacturing interests of this country are mostly in a 
particular locality, and for their benefit we have been plundering the 
workingmen of all sections of the country at the rate of hundreds of 
millions annually. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I take issue with the gentleman as to the fact. 
I assert that that part of the country in which manafactures are most 
numerous shows to-day a farming community more thrifty than can be 
found in any other section, and if the gentleman will examine the sub- 
ject he will find that where the factories are most numerous there the 
farmers receive the best prices for their products and the men who 
labor on the farm receive the best wages. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I would be glad if I had time tolisten 
to interruptions, but I have not thetime. Let me say, however, in re- 
ply to the gentleman from Maine, that the state of things he describes 
is easily accounted for, because when you find a place where all the man- 
ufacturing capital of the country is concentrated, where all the railroad 
capital is concentrated, where all the banking capital is concentrated, 
where all the insurance capital is concentrated, where all the express 
capital is concentrated—when you find a place with this great aggrega- 
tion of capital, you will find a rich and prosperous community such as 
that of which the gentleman from Maine speaks. 
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In an agricultural country like the West or the South where there are 
not these aggregations of capital, where there are not these concentra- 
tions of wealth, there you find struggle and poverty and debt and mort- 
gages from year to year, as you see them now. This very fact illus- 
trates the point which the gentleman has brought out, to which I did 
not intend to refer; for I do not wish to go into that branch of the sub- 
ject now. 

Mr. PETERS. Batis it not a fact that your own party, ora portion 
of it, disputes with you the fact which you allege? 

Mr. REAGAN. 1 willsay to my friend trom Kansas that I have nom- 
inally a party to which I belong, as he has nominally a party to which 
he belongs. But, as said by the gentleman from Iowa a short time ago, 
a man may be anything on earth in politics, religion, and morals, and 
be either a Democrat or a Republican. [Laughter. } 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I would like to ask the gentleman one other ques- 
tion; it has nothing todo with party. Does the gentleman think that 
the agriculturists of Texas, or any other part of thiscountry where there 
are not manufactures, would be any better off to-day if the manufactures 
of New England did not exist? 

Mr. REAGAN. I would not take an extreme case like that. I do 
not want to contemplate a condition of things in which manufactures 
do not exist. But without going into extreme suggestions and suppo- 
sitions like that, I will say to the gentleman that if the people of Texas 
and of the whole South or the whole West were relieved of the 40 per 
cent. tax on all they use, a tax imposed year after year for the benefit 
of manufactures, you would see the same thrift and prosperity there 
that you see where these interests are concentrated. [Applause on the 
Democratic side. } 

Mr. MILLIKEN. How would the gentleman meet the expenditures 
of the Government—by direct taxation upon the farmers of Texas? 

Mr. REAGAN. No, sir. I have not been discussing that, and I do 
not propose at this time to be led into any discussion of that sort. | 
hope the gentleman will excuse me from answering any farther inqui- 
ries, because I can not spend the limited time allowed for debate on 
the pending measure by a discussion of everything that gentlemen may 
think of.  Peaueheter. } But the gentleman knows as well as I know 
that nobody now contemplates carrying on this Government upon rev- 
enues collected by direct taxation. The pretense that there exists such 
a purpose is one of the political frauds that have been kept before this 
country by the Republicans and by a few money-bag Democrats for sev- 
eral years past. [(Laughter.] They have pretended that we whoseek 
a revenue tariff are free-traders and want to onthe Government by 
direct taxation. They ail know they lie. [Laughter and applause. | 

We would like to have a revenue-tariff, such as the Constitution con- 
templates—not such as is in violation of the Constitution, for the very 
clause of that instrument which authorizes the collection of revenues 
from imports declares also the purposes for which such revenues shall 
be collected—to support the Government and to pay the debts of the 
United States. That is the only purpose for which a tax of that kind 
can be constitutionally collected. When we go beyond that and say, 
** We will levy a tax to draw money from one citizen to give it to an- 
other without consideration,’’ we not only violate that provision of the 
Constitution, but we violate also the most sacred fundamental princi- 
ples of our system of government, among them the principle that pri- 
vate property shall not be taken except for public use, and not even then 
unless upon just compensation. This principle isso firmly intrenched 
in the Federal Constitution and in all the State constitutions that 
private property can not be transferred from one citizen to another ex- 
cept by violence or fraud. There is no way to do it according to law. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I would like toask the gentleman one more ques- 
tion, though I dislike to interrupt him. The gentleman argues now 
in favor of a tariff for revenue? 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I ask the gentleman what reason he can give 
to the poor man who has ten children for levying upon the backs and 
the mouthsof those children the tion to support this Government, 
unless it be done in such a way as to protect the avocation by which 
that man lives? 

Mr. REAGAN, Of course any tax of that kind gives protection to 
the extent of the tax. Theonly difference between the gentleman ani! 
myself, I suppose, is that I would have a tariff for revenue, letting it 
carry with it whatever incidental protection it might; and he would 
have a tariff for , for robbery, with revenue as an incident. 
[Applause on the Democratic side. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Would not the gentleman be — 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman willéxcuse me. I am obliged to go 
on with my remarks upon this bill. I would be glad to yield further 
if I had time. 

My friend from Missouri {Mr. Haven), the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture, proposes, as I anticipate, to attack my position on 
this subject as inconsistent; for the other day he stated that in a former 
session of Congress I voted ‘fora bill similar to the one of which he now 
has It is right for me to say that when he told me I was op- 

a bill similar to one for which I had voted at a previous session 
1 felt a little surprised at a statement which my memory failed alto 
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confirm; for I had no recollection of ever having voted for a 
Cott chat distinctly violated the Constitution and intermeddled with the 
local affairs of the States. 

The gentleman said I had not only voted but spoken for such a bill. 
On examining the record I have found that the bill which I supported 
in aspeech was known as ‘‘the Kenna bill,’’ urged conspicuously by a 
gentleman from West Virginia, now a Senator. That hill—and Iam 








I beg the committee to examine the plan and wherein it is faulty 
amend it, or in its stead substitute a wiser and better scheme. It cre- 
ates no new bureau; changes in no important matter the present law; 
makes no doubtful experiment; trenches upon no disputed constitu- 
tional powers; opens no old contentions, nor gives rise to new disputes. 
It relieves two Departments—the Treasury and Interior—of great labor, 
renders the grouping of bureaus more logical, and will cause supervision 
willing that this Committee of the Whole shal! judge how far it resem- | of offices through whieh now large sums of money are disbursed with- 
bles this bill—is the one for which I spoke. t out proper control and check. The additional cost is $8,000 for the 

The bill for which I voted was introduced by Mr. ANDERSON, of Kan- | salary of the Secretary and $10,000 for all other necessary additional 
sas. In looking over that bill to see whether it contains the samepro- | employés. I submit this plan in deference to the opinion of many col- 
vision I find the only thing which assimilates to it this: leagues that another Department is necessary. = 

Sxc. 3. That in addition to the duties now performed by the statistician of the | ___1 will not now attempt to point out certain defects in the proposed 
Department of ees peeves in section 520, title 22 of the Revised Stat- | bill, for this can be done under the five-minute debate and the bill can 
uteri te hereby sadetse ee ee be amended to obviate these objections. But I desire to submit to the 
inf otr tnd the coat theseet, the various processes applied to quantity and value | committee some general considerations, and I will confine these to so 
of the raw material consumed, and such other information as shall show each | much of the bill as attempts to legislate concerning agriculture and an 
year the conditions of the manufactures in the several States. It snail also be | 4 jeq]tural department 
ihe further duty of said statistician to collect all facts relative to the wages of | “& pa Se : : 
labor, au of bens and the general condition of the laboring classes through- I am a farmer’s boy, Mr. Chairman, and nobody on this floor can say 

anything as to the dignity of agriculture to which I will not most 
heartily agree. I suppose noone has memories which are more tender 


out the country. 
Mr. HATCH. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 
than my own connected with thecountry. Having been born ina city, 
I was carried a motherless boy, with a motherless family, into the blue- 


Mr. REAGAN. Certainly. 
Mr. HATCH. The gentleman will do me the justice to acknowledge 
I said he had voted for a bill substantially the same as the bill reported | grass region of Kentucky in the exquisite month of May. I still ree- 
from the Committee on Agriculture. I ask whether he did not support | ollect the scene that I beheld the first morning after we reached the old 
the Kenna substitute, and whether he did not vote for the original | homestead; where, under the old trees in the yard before the old house, 
I looked on the undulating fields watered by North Elkhorn, and form- 
Mr. REAGAN. Idid not. The bill was not passed. ing part of what Bancroft calls ‘‘ the unrivaled valley of the Elkhorn;’’ 
Mr. HATCH. If the gentleman will turn to it I will give him the | with the rising sun covering the green grass with the radiance of his 
page of the Record where he will find that when the bill was on its | level rays—a picture that to-day is as dear and as vivid as it was tothe 
he voted for it. He voted for substantially the same bill also | little barefooted, motherless boy forty years ago. And, sir, from that 
in the Forty-eighth Congress. day to this I have so loved that country that no temptation has been 
Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman will find that was Mr. Hubbell’s | strong enough to lure me from it. 
bill, which was adopted as a substitute for the committee's bill. In the old field schools I was grounded in the ‘‘humanities.’? In the 
I am going to give my time to others, and therefore must hurry on. | country church I joined in the simple forms of an old-fashioned worship; 
All I desire to say further on this point is that the gentleman from Mis- | and to-day my friends are the farmers, whose lot I am constantly 
souri is mistaken. After having examined the Recorp I am sure I | tempted to envy. 
never voted for any such provision as that which is contained in this Therefore, both as to the sentimental as wel! as the material consid- 
bill, and I do not think the gentleman himself ever did before, or that | erations that may be urged concerning country life and its occupa- 
any other member of this House did until the vote was taken the other | tions, I allow no man to go further than I. But to-day, in the midst 
y. of the agricultural distress that is prevailing, this does not seem to me 
I wish to return to the subject-matter. The gentleman took occasion | to be the means to give any remedy. 
to call attention to the fact the committee’s bill aims to give dignity How the making of the Commissioner of Agriculture a Cabinet min- 
importance to agriculture by naming it as the head of a depart- | ister and enlarging his salary from $4,500 a year to $8,000, without 
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ment. ‘The substitute I offer proposes to benefit labor by making all | substantially increasing his duties, and giving him an assistant secre- 
those substantial and necessary provisions which will dignify and en- | tary of agriculture, with nothing under heaven to do, at a salary of 
noble labor and promote agriculture to whatever extent it can be done | $4,000 a year, organizing a Department with increased expenditures in 
by the action of any t. the shape of stenographers, clerks, and all the paraphernalia that will 

I also make provision for the transfer to it of the Labor Bureau, pro- | be required, will either dignify agriculture or lighten the burdens upon 
vided by the act of the Forty-eighth Congress. its shoulders or put money into its empty pockets is to me an unsolved 

It is also a matter of as great importance to the people of the country | and unsolvable riddle. If it can be demonstrated that this will aid 
there 


should be wise supervision of the commerce of the country by a | this great industry I am ready to go for it. Representing probably the 
first-class intellect as that there should be a wise supervision of agri- | richest agricultural community in America, and desiring to do all I can 
eulture by a first-class intellect. I do not know whether there are as | for those generous people, I am anxious to go any distance with any- 
many voters among the merchants as there are among the farmers of | body that can help that industry. 


the country, and I that is the fault with my bill. But if we But I confess the more I look into it the less it seems to me to do good, 

look at what will t the country, what will aid its commerce, what | and the more it seems likely to do harm. I apprehend it is a univer- 

will and what patriotism demands at our hands, | sal principle that an improper remedy to a real grievance prevents the 

then I hope will adopt the substitute I have offered. examination and consideration of that grievance and of the remedy 
How much time have I left? 


proper to be applied. «+ 

Whenever we think we have done something for that which requires 
that something ought to be done, we instantly turn from it with con- 
tentment, turning our attention from the subject, satisfying our con- 
science that what we have done is all that is necessary, and cease to 
seek for real remedies. So every time we palter with an important 
matter, every time we attempt to do something that has in it no sub- 
stance, about a matter that needs relief, we draw ourselves off from its 
real consideration, and fail to do that which otherwise might have been 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has twelve minutes of his time 


Mr. GAN. I yield then that time to the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky [Mr. soe nce). 

Mr. DGE, ee Mr. Chairman, the time the 
gentleman from Texas has allotted to Ine will not afford the opportu- 
nity to have read at the Clerk’s desk the substitute I wish to offer, and 
with the consent of the House I will append it to the brief remarks I 

so 


am to submit, so that members, if they feel enough interest in | done and that ought to have been done, and content ourselves with 
it to do so, may read it in the Recorp. the insufficient remedy. Besides, sir, I look with reluctance upon 
Itmay be that the time has come to create another Executive Depart- | every step that separates American citizens into classes. It was my 


ment, and group under a common supervision some of the bureaus | duty, as I thought not long ago, to protest against the labor bill be- 
formed in our progress of growth and development, and thereby give | cause one of its results would be in my opinion to dignily by Con- 
greater to them. To meet this view I have draughted the | gressional legislation the thought that labor and capital were separate 
substitute as merely a suggestive scheme to be the basis of consideration | classifications into which American citizenry might be divided. So to- 
pains se and am not wedded toit. If either this plan or that | day, Mr. Chairman, I protest against any legislation which would tend 
by the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] be adopted it will | to give force to the thought that the farmers are a separate class of our 

be a real with much substance, and giving to its head both | citizens. We are not all farmers; but farmers and mechanies, farmers 
labor and * will be in the number of its employés, in the | and lawyers, farmers and merchants are constantly represented in one 

the subjects embraced in its jurisdiction, in the value of | and the same individual. 

its labors to the country, and the dignity of the matters involved, the My friend [Mr. McCreary], who made a summary of agriculture 
equalof the present Executive Departments. It gives the dignity asked | a few moments ago, my old comrade and college-mate, is himself a 
in the name of agriculture by bestowing her name upon it; it elevates | lawyer and farmer as well as member of Congress. We are all inter- 
re a group of industrial bureaus, and | mingled in our vocations, and so inextricably intermingled that the old 
ren place as the head of industrial pursuits and the | story when the plebs retired from Rome to one of the hills, and the 


fable of the body was spoken, that the head cou!d not do without the 
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stomach or the legs without the arms is as true to-day as it was then. 

We are inextricably and indissolubly united in our various vocations, 
not alone as farmers, but as farmers and all other occupations combined; 

and how the mere taking of one man and making im the chief of a 
department of agricultare, to sit at the table with the other seven, 
and at its head the President, dignifies the industry which he repre- 
sents, or elevates it, or does anything to aid it in the struggle for bet- 
ter life, greater results, and ampler improvements, is a mystery to me. 
Nay, more, Mr. Chairman, I apprehend that when the minister of agri- 
culture comes to take his seat there he will be no longer an agricultu- 
rist; he will be a politician. 

The head of the Army Department is not a soldier; the chief of the 
Navy Department is not a sailor. He who, as arule, is at the head of 
the Interior Department is not either a patentee, a man who gets a pat- 
ent for an invention of his own, nor a man who served in the Army 
and isa pensioner, nor one who is a homesteader, with present inter- 
ests in the public lands. All of these gentlemen are politicians, and rep- 
resent considerations of state, or Presidential influences, or electoral 
votes; and I apprehend that when the farmer comes to take his seat at 
that table he will be a gentleman representing a certain section, cer- 
tain political opinions, and with certain political weight. 

We deceive ourselves, I think, when we say this is the road that leads 
to power or wealth .for the agriculturist. I admit there is something 
wrong. I take the liberty of reading from the work of another: 


By the census of 1850 the estimated value of farms in the United States was 
$3,271 575,426. In 1860 the value was estimated at $6,645,045,007, showing an in- 
creased value during the decade of $3,373,469,581, or more than ‘oo percent. In 

estimated at $9,262,803,861, sho 







97,096,776, being an increase during the 
casas oan ov a Getied over 9 per cent. (See Compendium of the Census 


The “aaine of the live stock in the United States in 1850 was estimated at 
$544,180,566. In 1860 it was valued at $1,089,329,915. The increase during the 
decade was $545,149,349, or over 100 per cent. ae eS eee at $1,525,- 
276.547, being an increase during the decade of 
cent. In 1890, the live stock was valued. at $1,500,464,600, 
the decade of’ nearly $25,000,000, or more than 1} per cent. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I recommend that to the gentleman from Texas as 
a commentary on the “robber policy’’ of protection. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Iaccept the challenge of the 
gentleman addressed to the gentleman from Texas. 

In the value of live stock d this period of thirty years, in ten 
of them there was an increase of over 100 per cent. In the next ten 
years there was an increase of less than 40 percent. In ten more years 
there was a decrease of 1} per cent. In the first of these decades we 
were under the tariff of 1846, a low tariff. In the decade from 1860 
to 1870 the country was under the high tariff, the Morrill tariff, when 
the 100 per cent of increase diminished to 40 per cent.; and from 1870 
to 1880, in time of profound when the country was under the 
renewed and accelerated power of high i 
cent. [Applause.] 

In other words, under a low tariff the agricultural interest doubled 
in ten years. Undera tariff in another decade of ten years there 
was a decrease in live of 1} per cent. There is the grievance. 
Let us find the remedy. 

Mr. HISCOCK. If the gentleman will carefully examine the census 
returns and take the returns themselves he will discover he is mis- 


census; two of these censuses, if not three of them, having been taken 


under statisticians who m tothe oe. cawote who would 
make the figures conform to their theories as far as their consciences 
would allow them to do 


more than $23,000,000,000, farmers 
wealth during the same time only a little more than 
And if we could obtain the result in figures of the five years since 
the census of 1880 was taken the picture would be a still more distress- 


stock yearly, ay, 

creasing; mortgages unpaid; 
new competitors with their pressing down 
ucts in fierce rivalry, unable to sell in many of the world, 
because by our system we can not there —aneneaneannes ae 
clare that all legislation has been to his ; that — 
of taxation imposed on us is unjust te him; that the profits of 

bor have gone into the coffers of others, and that this has been care- 
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glorious, with a territory so magnificen 
unrestricted, unburdened chance in the great battle of life. 
to her and you give her all she asks. [Applause. ] 
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fully, skillfully, sytematically kept in view in all our governmental ley. 
islation 


for a quarter of a century. 
Here is the grievance, here is the burden which like a parasite kee}, 


this mighty industry from moving onward in her glerious march. 1),;, 
is the clog which keeps her steps from advancing in a prosperous caree; 
Take itoff ; remove this burden, reduce these immense and enormous pro- 
tective duties that are eating her life away. Do not palter by talking 
of giving her a Cabinet officer, of crowning her with palms. Take of 
the weights that now rest upon her and she herself will be crowned }y 
herownlabor. She willcrown herself with the rewards of honest sweat 
she will cover herself with the achievements of honest industry, doir ng 
“it for herself and on her own ground and asking no favors of Cabinet o/ 
cers or Presidents. [Applause. ] 


Upon a soil so fertile, with a climate so salubriéus, amid a race so 
t, all iculture wants is a fre: 
Give this 


The following is Mr. BrecKINRIDGE's substitute: 


Mr, Wit11am C, P. Beeckrxemce introduced the following bill: 
A bill to establish a department of agriculture and industry. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of ives of the United Stat. 
assembled, That there shall be at the seat of Governme: 
nt to be known as the Department of Agriculture a: d 


Industry ; and the head thereof shall be secretary of agriculture and indusir) 
and he shall 
the heads of Executive 
four yoats, unless sooner removed from office. 


receive an annual salary of $8,000, to be id as other salaries of 


pai 
are by law paid, and hold his office fo 


ah = this nae ——— of— 
e eee griculture 
coat The Bureau of Labor. 
ird. The Bureau of Education. 
Fourth, The Bureau of the Office of Commissioner of Railroads. 
Fifth. A bureau to consist of the United States Coast and Geodetic S.: 


and of the Oflce of the Geological Survey. 


Sixth, The Bureau of Statistics. 
Seventh. The Bureau of the Life-Saving Servine. 
Bureau of the ce ion Supervising Architect. 


Seo. 3. Thatthe laws now in force respectingeaid above-named ten depart: 
eee ———— eee unil h created 

by the ap: F ceponeeee ant industry 
who shall be inted by the ee eee. ney end wn with advice and consent of 


ts te ge me oh trae ml bureaus, and 
snghdbiean secretary, who under the direction and wit) the 
approval of the President, make such rules for the supervision 
control, and management of said ewe Department hereby created as ma; 
be necessary; and the laws governii ing S said department, bureaus, and offices 
fixing du and terms and em therein, stipu- 
what duties and labors are ee them, an ougeting liabilities 
and ans ossenaee to them, shall remain in force, save as altered and moili- 
Spc. 4. That the seein of agriculture and industry is hereby given pow: 
such clerks, st i alert Scns 
addition to those now by law provided for the nearonem, * bureaus, and oflices 


out, to fix the salaries and such persons, not, how- 
te aggregate the sum of S100008 yea r; and the sum nece 
appropriated out 


any money in the Treas as 


Mr. : 
ield to me a moment that I may reply to the gentleman from Tex:s 
tote. REAGAN]. 

Mr. WEA ofIowa. I yield to the eman. 

Mr. HATCH. I said the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGA\} 
voted for the bill reported from the Committee on Agriculture in the 
There were various amendments and substi- 

One substitute was offered by Mr. Hubbell, 
of Michigan, and from that the gentleman read the first section. Tic 
question was taken on that substitute and it was not agreed to. I read 
from the RECORD: 

The bill as amended— 

That is, the bill reported by, the comenities and in charge of Mr 
AnpeERson, of Kansas— 
then ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it wasaccordivg! 
read the third time. 
at a T call for the previous question on the passage of 


eects was ordered, 
Mr. and Mr, Anpersoy, of Kansas, called for the yeasand nays‘ 


the | the 
Seeseivandes 
increased 


were ordered. 
Sbateudiovens tees and there were—yeas 183, nays 7, not voting 10! 


Among the yeas is recorded the name of Mr. REAGAN, of Texas. 5o 
for the Kenna su)- 


to which the gentleman refers, which is the only thing that bor: : 
ee Tid sotmorder toi" 


. He has Jaid 
in endless fertil- 
; the minesteeming 
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minerals inexhaustible ; deficient in one hem- 
eS | in ae Sate nen auxiliaries of 
transmarine intercourse, and the magnet is the pilot of navigation. 

This beautifal statement is true of the whole earth, and it is won- 
derfully accurate when applied to this the New World; and yet society 
seems to be suffering under some universal depression and disorder. 
Want and extreme poverty afflict at this moment a very large propor- 
tion of our population. Why are these things so? 

Our life as a nation has been but aspan. I saw the other day at the 
Executive Mansion an individual who had called to pay his respects to 
the President. This gentleman has lived under every administration 
of every President from Washington to Cleveland. We are as « nation 
not as old as some of our living individual citizens. We are in our 
youth, but debauched by profligacy and eaten up by internal disorders. 
Labor built the state; but labor to-day is on the rack. Laboring peo- 
ple feed, clothe, and shelter the world, but they have less toconsume and 
possess fewer of the necessaries and luxuries of life tham any other class 
of our population. 

Now they intend to know the reason of all this. . They intend to 
know how it turns out to be trae that we, a republic, have traveled 
farther during the first century of our existence toward extreme pov- 
erty on the one hand and extreme riches on the other than was ever 
traveled by any other nation on the globe in five hundred years. This 
condition of affairs, I insist, calls for the closest scrutiny on the part 
of statesmanship and on the part of our people. ‘‘ What good,’’ it is 
asked, ‘‘ can result from a bill of this kind?’’ I answer, much, every 
way. In the first place, labor is asking for a voice in the Cabinet, 
where measures are matured, where they receive their final discussion, 
where they are to be approved, and often where they are slaughtered. 

Labor asks for a voice in that council, and if this bill is passed it 
will give labor a status which it has not enjoyed during the first cen- 
tury of the Republic. 
test with monopoly, and the right to be heard. It is seeking a 
van which, as every one knows, is one-half the battle. Itis 
seeking to be dignified and demands that it shall be respected every- 
where. Treat the producers of wealth fairly and give them an equal 
voice with every other branch of our population. ‘There is nothing in 
this bill that smacks of creating c as has been intimated, but itis 
designed to lift labor to a higher level and a higher recognition. Our 
system of political economy calculates accurately the product of labor, 
but it forgets the producer. It tells us of our wonderful productions, 
but forgets the great aim of it all—a perfect manhood and a peaceful 


and state of society. 

Weer Reaeiedios from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] has assailed this bill 
as ee a I have the highest admiration for that gen- 
tleman’sability and courage, forthe tenacity with which he adheres to 
his views and the fearlessness with which he asserts them upon this 
floor; but the position taken by him iscertainly untenable, and if this 
bill be subjectito the which he has raised, certainly his own bill 
is obnoxious to the same criticism, but in a greater degree. I call his 
atteution and the attention of the committee tosubdivision 1 of section 
3 of the gentleman’s substitute. I read: 

First, The bureau of agricultural products, which shall include divisions of 


botany, and istry, and the chief of which bureau, who shal! 
bea a shall investigate the modes of farming in the several 


If there be no constitutional authority for the bill of the committee, 
where is the authority for this, I ask? 

I read further— 
Fh aee ahenth practical information as shali tend to increase the profits 


of the farmer crops most profitable in the 


methods, the 
several sections, the varieties of seeds, vines, plants, and fruits, fer- 
‘ivan diepenmate/tedsdien ae similar matters. r 


And here is the second subdivision of the same section of the gentle- 
man’s bill: 
Second, The Bureau of Animal ames | to be in aanepe a competent vet- 
aa. eonsnen Sovestiqnte = upon number, value, and 
the domestic States; their protectio: ‘owth, 
and use; the prevention, or cure of ever 


diseases; and Sadie toes alegtall co tan someral’ sections 
7 races, or © several sections 
for profitable raising. 


_ Mr. Chairman, I concede that these are very proper provisions to be 
in @ bill of that kind, and I claim that they are not in violation of any 
provision of the Constitution, but I insist that if this bill is in vicla- 
tion of the Constitution, then the gentleman’s own bill is in the same 
category. At the commencement of this Congress I had the honor to 
introduce a bill to establish a departmentof labor. After consulting 
with the Committee on Agriculture and after consultation of the two 
committees it was thought best to combine the two departments of 
agriculture and labor, and hence the fifth section of the bill now un- 
der consideration is substantially the bill which I introduced for the 


establishment of a department of labor. 

MME Ghemes telieved $0 Uy the qunticasen io thie 

The rela of capital to labor, the hours of labor, the earnings of laboring 
in ; factories, and other places of industry. 


as this or that any other member of this House ever did. 


labor is organizing for a great civic con- | 


I remind him that the language to which he objects is copied verbatim 
from the bill to establish a bureau of labor, which passed this House 
and became a law June 27, 1884, and is now in force. 

It is said that labor is suffering and agriculture is suffering. Sothey 
are. But neither this suffering nor its causes are new; they are as old 
as civilization. Every nation has passed through them. Just after 
the Napoleonic wars, about the year 1826, the laboring people of En- 
gland passed through a crisis similar to that through which we are now 
passing and it was brought on by similar causes. The very same 
suffering then existed, and the very same frivolous excuses and canses 
were assigned then that have been urged here from 1873 to the present 
hour—overproduction, transition from war to peace, lack of specie 
basis, and other nonsensical and intentionally deceptive theories. 

Mr. REAGAN. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? I have 
examined the statute creating the Labor Bureau; and I do not find the 
passage which the gentleman’read. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. It is there; I copied it myself. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not find it, and my recollection does not agree 
with the gentleman’s. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I will yield to the gentleman later for any 
correction he may desire to make. 

Mr. ROGERS. Will the gentleman permit me toask him a question 
for information ? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I was just about to pass to a different 
branch of the subject. 

Mr. ROGERS. My question relates to that branch which the gen- 
tleman is about to leave. Has the gentleman observed that by the 
terms of this bill the act by which the Bureau of Labor was created is 
repealed, and there is no provision at all for the transfer of this bureau 
to the new department ? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. . I think there issuch aclause. I will ex- 
amine the matter. 

Mr. ROGERS. I bave examined the bill carefully; and there is no 
such provision in the bill. You abolish the act creating the present 
bureau; and the corresponding br eau in this department is left with, 
no head, no control, no management. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. When this bill shall become a law, there 
will be no necessity for continuing in force the other act. This bill 
simply repeals the former law, and creates a division of labor within 
the new department. 

Mr. ROGERS. But you do not make any provision for the transfer. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I will pay attention to that point when 
we reach the time for amendments. 

I wish to call attention to a satire published by Thomas Moore, the 
poet, at the time of the financial crisis in England. This satirical poem 
will answer many of the arguments now appearing in magazines and 
urged on this floor in speeches with reference to the condition of affairs 
in this country. The poet compares the laboring people of England at 
that time to an overloaded donkey. The satire proceeds as follows: 


A donkey, whose talent for burdens was wondrous, 
So much that you'd swear he rejoiced in a load, 

One day had to jog under panniers so pond'rous, 
That—down the poor donkey fell, smack on the road. 


His owners and drivers stood round in amaze— 
What! Neddy, the patient, the prosperous Neddy, 
So easy to drive through the dirtiest ways, 
For every description of job-work so ready ! 


One driver (whom Ned might have “‘ hailed ” as a “ brother "’) 
Had just been proclaiming the donkey's renown, 

For vigor, for spirit, for one thing or other— 
When, lo, ’mid his praises, the donkey came down! 


But, how to upraise him ¢—one shouts, t’other whistles, 
While Jenky, the conjuror, wisest of ail, 

Declared that an “‘ overproduction” of thistles— 
(Here Ned gave u stare)—was the cause of his fall. 


Another wise Solomon cries, as he passes, 
“There, let him alone, and the fit wil! soon cease ; 
The beast has been fighting with other jackasses, 
And this is his mode of *** transition to peace,’” 
Some looked at his hoofs, and, with learned grimaces, 
Pronounced that too long without shoes he has gone— 
Let the blacksmith provide him « ‘sound metal basis,’"’ 
The wiseacres said, “and he's sure to jog on.” 
* * * t * fs 
Meanwhile the poor Neddy, in torture and fear, 
Lay under his pannier, searce able to groan, 
And—what was still dolefuller—lending an ear 
To advisers whose ears were a match for his own. 


At length a plain rustic, whose wit went so far 

As to see others’ folly, roared out, as he passed— 
“Quick! off with the panniers, all dolts as ye are, 

Or your prosperous Neddy will soon kick his last!” 


You will observe that it was a plain laboring man who discovered 
that the animal was overloaded, and who made the sensible suggestion 
to take off the load. {Langhter. ] 

A very sensible remedy, was it not? The trouble with American 
laborers to-day is that they aresimply overloaded. Take off these bur- 
densome taxes; take off the load of usury that is annually extorting 
from the people of the United States at least $250,000,000 more than 
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the net annual increase of wealth in this country; take off that Joad, and 
the people will get up. 

Relieve labor of exorbitant railroad charges, that rob the producer at 
one end of the line and the consumer at the other and which exhaust 
their life and eat their substance. Take off these loads and labor can 
take care of itself. To this end, that labor may take care of itself, 
take it into your highest councils. Provide for it a vantage-ground; 
dignify it. 

Mr. REAGAN. I know the gentleman does not wish to do me in- 
justice in the remarks he has made. I have referred to the statute, 
and while the gentleman doubtless has copied a portion of it, he has 
not copied that portion I object to in the bill. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I would not misrepresent the gentleman 
for the world. 

Mr. REAGAN. The words I refer to are these: 

The best means to protect life and prevent accidents in mines, workshops, 
factories, and other places of industry. 

This did not appear in that act: Nor did these words: 

The secretary of agriculture and labor shall be empowered to inquire into 
the causes of discontent which may exist between employers and employés 
within the United States; and he may invite and hear sworn statements from 
both such parties concerning the matters in controversy. 

Neither of these things is in the bill the gentleman copied. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. What is there about that thatis in conflict 
with the Constitution? May we not do that if we can inquire by the 
genticman's substitute as to the best breed of cattle, the best breed of 
hogs, and the best method of cultivating the soil in the several States? 
May we not do one as well asthe other? The gentleman can not point 
out the distinction to save his life, nor can anybody else. It is a dis- 
tinction without a difference. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman will find when he reads my speech 
that I did point out the difference. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I ask the gentleman what he thinks of the rate of 
6 cents a bushel on wheat from Chicago to New York ? 

Mr. BLAND. How much did it cost to get it to Chicago ? 

* Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Many times charges are not exorbitant. 
They vary; one time high and again low. In return, I repeat the 
question pat by my friend from Missouri [Mr. BLAND]; what did it 
cost to get it to Chicago ? 

Mr. DUNHAM. All the way from 4 to 15. 

Mr. WEAVER, of lowa. The railroads carry it cheaper for 800 than 
for 400 miles. Besides, there are elevator and terminal charges which 
are enormous. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Is 85 cents in New York high? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. No, it is too low; but that resu'ts from 
another cause. Itistoohigh, considering what the producer gets at the 
farm. This bill only provides for collecting information as to th« con- 
dition of labor in the country, and this we must have in order to legis- 
late intelligently. There are several provisions of the Constitution 
from which this authority can be obtained. The General Government 
= be called upon at any time to protect the States against domestic 
violence. 

The CHAIRMAN. The hour of 5 o’clock having arrived, the com- 
mittee will rise and report to the House. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I still have the floor. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having taken the 
chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 
5180) to enlarge the powers and duties of the Department of Agricult- 
ure, and had come to no resolution 


BUTTERINE, 


Mr. DUNHAM. I ask unanimous consent to present resolutions of 
the Chicago Board of Trade. 

Mr. HATCH. Are they in reference to butterine? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Yes. 

Mr. HATCH. I object. 

The SPEAKER (at 5 o’clock p. m.) declared the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BOUND: Petition of many citizens of Harrisburg, Pa., for the 

of a law to redeem the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coin- 
age, Weights, aud Measures. 

By Mr. BURLEIGH: Petition of citizens of Salem, N. Y., praying 
for the passage of a law for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the 
same committee, 

By Mr. CRISP: Petition of W. H. Love, B. B. Gray, and others, 
citizens of Coffee County, Georgia, in favor of the Blair educational 
bill—to the Committee on Education. 

By Mr. ELY: Petition of Samuel W. Crane and 28 others, of Black- 
stone, Mass., in favor of bill taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Memorial of John J. K. Gittleman, ask- 
ing for legislation to equalize the pay of the soldiers of the late war 
with the gold standard—to the Committee on War Claims, 


enna eens an 


citizens of the United States, in favor of fair pay to American steam- 
ships engaged in carrying the United States mail—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


Miller & Co., and others, of Baltimore, Md., praying for the reden:p- 
tion of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, ani 
Measures. 


asking that his war claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 


see, asking that his war claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to the 
same committee. 


sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
son Post, No. 68, Grand Army of the Republic, of Waterloo, Iowa, favor- 
ing the recommendationsof the national pension committee of the Grand 
Army of the Republic—to the same committee. 
Company, for relief—to 


Pennsylvania, in favor of the passage of a law preventing the manufact- 
ure of imitation butter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


iron, &c.—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


Canaan, 
tation butter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


Benton, of Carroll Parish, Louisiana, asking that his war claim be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 


Virginia, requesting that his claim be referred to the Court of Claims— 
to the same committee. 


John H. Budd, and 500 soldiers of Indiana, asking for the passage of 
House bill 3320, granting a service pension—to the 
valid Pensions. 


zens interested in the extension of American commerce, favoring the 
payment of fair compensation for carrying the United States mails— 


By Mr. FINDLAY: Memorial of merchants, manufacturers, an 







































Also, memorial of N. Lehman & Brother and others, and of Danic| 


By Mr. GAY: Petition of Jasper Gall, of Iberia Parish, Louisiana, 
By Mr. GLASS: Petition of J. T. Lennox, of Obion County, Tennes. 


by Mr. HAYNES: Petition of Abby L. Burbank, for increase of pen- 
By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Resolution of General Robert Ander- 


By Mr. HEWITT: Petition of the Berdan Fire-Arms Manufacturing 
Committee on Patents. 


By Mr. HIESTAND: Memorial of Grange No. 3, of Lancaster County, 


Also, memorial of same against admitting free of duty wool, hides, 


By Mr. KETCHAM: Petition of C. P. Woodworth and 35 others, of 
N. Y., for the passage of the bill to regulate the sale of all imi- 


By Mr. KING: Petition of T. J. Powell administrator of Warren \. 
By Mr. LIBBEY: Petition of William E. Cathart, of Norfolk County, 


By Mr. MATSON: Petition of Francis F. Gelvin, John I. Gelvin, 
mmittee on In- 


By Mr. NEAL: Petition of Thomas R. Elliott and of Linnus W. 
Risley, for invalid pensions—to the same committee. 
Mr. OSBORNE: Petition of merchants, manufacturers and citi- 


to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Reads. 
Also, resolution of the Commercial Exchange of Philadelphia, fav or- 
ing House bill 5013 legalizing contracts between commercial assoc ia- 
tions and carriers—to the Committee on Commerce. 
Also, resolution of the Chicago Live Stock Exchange, opposing tlic 
of any law prohibiting or taxing the manufacture of olcomar- 
garine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 
By Mr. PETTIBONE: Petition of Jesse A. Bailis, and of John M. 
Watkins, of Hamilton County, Tennessee, asking that their war claiins 
be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. T. B. REED: Resolution of the Maine branch of the Indian 
Association, in aid of the Dawes bill of Senate, bill 53—to the Commt- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 
By Mr. SENEY: Petition of O. A. Bigley and 70 others, citizens of 
Wood County, Ohio, for laws giving ex-Union soldiers 160 acres of Jand 
and to retire them on half-pay, &c.—to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 


By Mr. SESSIONS: Petition of business men of Olean, N. Y., in 
favor of redeeming the trade-dollar at par—to the Committee on Cvin- 
age, Weights, aud Measures, 

By Mr. SEYMOUR: Papers relating to House bill No. 8349, for the 
relief of Almira Ambler—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: Petition of P. Maberry and others, asking to 
have a law passed in favor of pensioning the veterans of the Ilor«: 
war—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. STORM: Petition of Grange No. 291, Patrons of Husbandry, 
of Pennsylvania, for the passage of a law suppressing the manufac ture 
and sale of all imitations of dairy products—to the Committee on \¢: 
culture. 


rice, and ra sogat on the feist putting wool, hides, jute, Bebacco, 
raw sugar on the free-list—to the Committee on Ways ani 


er en niin of bis Wiccan send athens ab Hecion, Pa., against 
the of the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine—to t!\ 


i anos Seeeeeaee 
Petition of John E. Kennedy and 20 others, «i\) 
sens of Northfield, Minn., yuying for vach laws and appropriations «: as 
will enable the National Board of Health to investigate epidemics, <0 
as cholera and ee oe eee ee Pehle 
health- -to the note jem 
By Mr. TUCKER: Petition of John R. Buchanan, son of David Buch 





he 





1886. 


anan, of Craigsville, and of Barbara Stover, administratix of Jacob 
Stover, and of. F. Colbreath, of Augusta County, Virginia, asking that 
their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee 
on War Claims. : a 

By Mr. VAN EATON: Papers in the case of Lewis D. Allen—to the 
same committee. . . a ae 

By Mr. WHEELER: Papers relating to the claim of Phillip Lindsey, 
of Lauderdale County, Alabama—to the same committee. 

petition of Walter Rosser, of Jackson County, Alabama, asking 
that his war claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to the same 
committee. . . : 

The following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of Internal mt ne the same 10 — per 
pound, and urging the adoption of suc ective measures as will save 
the : from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, were presented and severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture: Pee 

By Mr. C. H. ALLEN: Of citizens of South Lancastey and of Little- 

n, Mass. 

Ry Mr. J. M. ALLEN: Of citizens of Union; of Garland, Me.; and 
of J and of Bolton, Miss. 

By Mr. HART: Of citizens of West Chester, Pa. 

By Mr. GROUT: Of citizens of Holland; of Brookfield, Vt.; and of 
New York State. : p 

By Mr. HOLMAN: Of citizens of Freelandville, of Franklin, of Car- 
son, of Ai of Kendallville, and of Henryville, Ind. 

By Mr. MORRILL: Of J. W. Dunthart and 36 others of Willis, and 
of D. E. Bonett and 20 others of Hiawatha, Kans. 

By Mr. A. J. WARNER: Of citizens of Northfield, of East Trum- 
bull, of Ashland, of Johnsonville, of Cincinnati, of Huntsburg, of Stry- 
ker, of Painesville, of Austinburg, of Seville, of Rootstown, of Lock,,. 
of Wakeman, of Weymouth, of Axtel, and of Beaver Dam, Ohio. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of a law 
requiring temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. C. H. ALLEN: Of citizens of Worcester County, Massachu- 


tts, 

By Mr. EDEN: Of citizens of Macoupin County, Illinois. 

By Mr. PHELPS: Of citizens of Passaic County, New Jersey. 

By Mr. SCRANTON: Of citizens of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. 
By Mr. SPRINGER: Of citizens of Mackinaw County, Illinois. 

By Mr. STAHLNECKER: Of citizens of Westchester County, New 
York. 

By Mr. A. J. WARNER: Of citizens of Washington County, Ohio. 





SENATE. 
Fripay, May 14, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
Mr. 


MISSISSIPPI RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 


- HOAR. I have in my hand a copy of a very interesting and 
able letter addressed to the President of the United States by Mr. Will- 


questing the President to forward that letter to the Senate for its infor- 
mation. I have a copy of the letter, and ask leave to present this copy 
Withea NIE MIEN the tameeornny coremantel of calling ven the 
ceremo: ing upon 
Pesilaiilt  Temieetood tes the letter is not confidential. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachusetts 
presents a of the paper mentioned by him, and asks that it be re- 
on Commerce and ordered to be printed. Is 
there objection? The Chair hears none, and that order wiil be made. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. DAWES. I present petitions of 119 farmers of the State of 
Massachusetts praying for the passage of House bill 8328 defining but- 


ter and also imposing a tax of 10 cents Se boa ama is not 
tions be rred to the Committee on 


F 





tion of citizens of North Reading, Mass. ; 

—- Oe hg cap amr omg 
a law against 

| lai easyneiianel to the Commalttes 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the petition of William G. Bliss and 50 
others, citizens of Richford, Vt., praying for legislation to tax or other- 
wise put down the fraudulent disposition of false butter; a similar peti- 
tion of J. G. Aldrich and 120 other citizens of Shrewsbury, Vt., praying 
for the passage of similar legislation; a similar petition of W. 8. Shat- 
tuck and 104 others, residents and citizens of Weston and vicinity, in 
the State of Vermont, on the same subject, asking the same relief; also 
the petition of A. A. Edson and 26 others, citizens of Chester, Vt., pray- 
ing for the same relief. I move the reference of the petitions to the 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR presented petitions of citizens of Boylston and Sterling, in 
the State of Massachusetts, praying for the enactment of the provisions 
contained in the bill concerning oleomargarine reported by the House 
Committee on Agriculture; which were referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. ALLISON. I present a petition signed byadozen people in my 
State, “‘praying for the abolishment of the American house of lords 
and the substitution of a republican form of government.’’ I do not 
know precisely what the petitioners desire, but I move the reference 
of the petition to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVARTS presented a petition of General Hiram Berdan, of New 
York city, praying for compensation from the United States for the use 
of his patented fire-arms; which was referred to the Committee on Pat- 
ents. 

Mr. EVARTS. I also present a petition of prominent banks and 
bankers of the city of New York, praying for the redemption of the 
trade-dollar. 

This is a matter in which my constituents having commercial rela- 
tions in the city of New York take a great interest. The petition is a 
brief one and is signed by leading corporations and individuals of dis- 
tinction in commerce and trade. I ask that it may be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed in the Recorp, as follows: 

To the honorable membcrs of the United States Senate 
and House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. : 

Your petitioners respectfully represent that on July 12, 1873, Congress enacted 
a law authorizing the coinage of a “‘ trade-dollar” and making it “a legal tender 
for any amount not exceeding $% in any one payment. 

After $15,569,000 of these “ trade-dollars” had been coined, and a large part of 
them had entered into circulation, Congress, on the 22d day of July, 1876, by 
taking away its legal-tender quality, virtually repudiated this coin, but the Mint 
went on coining them until May, 1878. 

Soon after the Government began to coin the ‘standard dollar” no more 
“trade-dollars”’ were issued. 

it is calculated that there are now in this country less than six million of 
these trade-dollars, more than 90 per cent. of which have been taken at par. 

All that bear date 1873, 1874, 1875, and 1876 were “legal tender” when issued. 
Those bearing date 1877, 1878 were issued after the resolution of repudiation. 

The withdrawal of the one and two dollar bills is calling into circulation silver 
dollars, and asthe “‘ trade-dollar’’ and “ standard dollar” so nearly resemble each 
other, innocent parties, particularly laborers, are now receiving trade-dollars in 

many cases and in ignorance of their repudiation, and then find they can not 
use them in payment of their bills. 

It is bad policy for Government to leave in circulation two coins so nearly 
alike, one of which is of unlimited legal tender and the other repudiated. 


Therefore your petitioners humbly pray that Congress would immediately 
pass a bill for the redemption of the trade-dollar. 


Mr. TELLER. I present a resolution adonted at a convention of 
wool-growers of Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, and Idaho, held at Salt 
Lake City, remonstrating against a reduction of the tariff on wool, and 
favoring the restoration of the tatiff of 1867 on wool and woolens. I 
move the reference of the resolution to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT presented a petition of citizens of Manchester, Conn., 
praying for legislation imposing a tax upon the manufacture of oleo- 
margarine; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

Mr. GORMAN presented the petition of Dr. A. T. Mason and other 
citizens of Hagerstown, Md., praying that increased appropriations be 
made to enable the National Board of Health to prosecute investiga- 
tions into the causes of diseases; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

Mr. SAWYER. I present various petitions signed by 914 dairymen 
and butter-makers of Wisconsin, praying for the passage of a law tax- 
ing the manufacture of imitation butter. I move the reference of the 
petitions to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

The motion wss agreed to. 

Mr. HARRISON presented a memorial of members of the bar of the 
county of Cochise, in the Territory of Arizona, remonstrating against 
the passage of House bill 5496, to increase the jurisdiction of probate 
courts in Arizona, and to repeal all acts of the Territorial Assembly 
creating county courts in that Territory; which was referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Mr. LOGAN presented a petition of the ex-soldiers and citizens of 
the National League, praying that the recommendations of the national 
committee of the Grand Army of the Republic be favorably considered 
by Congress; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHACE presented a petition of the New England Southern Con- 







































CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, praying for the enactment 
of laws for the protection of the Chinese; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of the Produce Exchange of Chi- 
cago, D1lL., representing the produce and dairy interests of that State, 
praying for legislation for the protection of the dairy interests against 
the sale of imitations of butter; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by the directors of the Chicago 
Board of Trade, remonstrating against the passage of measures propos- 
ing to place a tax upon the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine; 
which ‘were referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a joint memorial of Local Assemblies No. 4080, 
No. 1597, No. 4052, No. 4327, No. 5449, Wo. 5959, and No. 1912. Knights 
of Labor, of Englewood, Ii., remonstrating against proposed legislation 
to regulate the manufaetare and sale of oleo as injurious ¢o 
the laboring classes and against sound public policy; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. McMILLAN petitions of citizens of Saint Paul, Berne, 
Heron Lake, Mapleton, Pipe Stone, Rushford, Lewiston, Le Seur, 
Parke’s Prairie, Nashville Centre, and Hutchinson, in the State of Min- 
nesota, praying for the imposition of a tax on imitations of butter; 
which were referred to the Committee on iculture and Forestry. 

Mr. LOGAN presented a memorial of the Produce Exchange of Chi- 
cago, DL, representing the produce and dairy interests of that State, 
favoring ‘the Scott bill, which has for its object the protection of the 
dairy interest of the United States; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a memorial of the Chicago Live Stock Exchange, 
protesting against the passage of any law which shall interfere with or 
prevent the manufacture of oleomargarine or butterine; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of Hudson, N. Y., pray- 
ing for the passage of a bill for the redemption of the trade-dollar; ‘which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizensof Adams Centre, N. Y., pray- 
ing for the passage of the bill taxing imitation butter 10 cents per pound; 
which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FRYE. I am instructed by the Committee on Commerce, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 2392) to limit the commercial privileges 
of vessels of foreign countries in the ports of the United States to such 
purposes as are accorded to American vessels in the ports of such forei 
countries, to report it with amendments. I am instructed tooffer the 
bill as an amendment to the House shipping bill, and I shall do so when- 
ever that bill comes up for consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (5. 2178) to authorize the Covington and Cincinnati Ele- 
vated Railway and Bridge Company ee 
River, moved its indefinite postponement; which was agreed to. 

Hie also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. 7938) to authorize the Covi and Cincinnati Elevated Railway 
and Bridge Company to erect a across the Ohio River, reported 
it without amendment. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the Speaker had inted Mr. E. 8S. Brace of 
Wisconsin, Mr. E. L. VieLe of New York, and Mr. James Larep of 
Nebraska, as Visitors to the Military Academy at West Point, N. Y., 
under the provisions of section 1327 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the bill (S. 
1387) for the completion of a public building at Wichita, Kans. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (S. 2427) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Eliza M. Ferris, deceased; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee 

n Pensions. 

Mr. STANFORD introduced a bill (8. — to grant certain seal 
rocks to the city and county of San Francisco in trust for the people of 
the United States: which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

’ Mr. GORMAN introduced a bill (S. 2429) granting an increase of 
pension to Martha A. F. Terret; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. VEST introduced a bill (S. 2430) for the relief of the estate of 
the late John How, Indian agent, and his sureties; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to he Commiiienen Geims 

Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (8. 


Henry Shoulders; whiah an aadaaiestemetie ne ane wet was. 
Pensions. 


Committee on 
Mr. DAWES. I introduce a bill with the merits of which I am un- 


acquainted; but it has been sent to the Senate accompanied by a mes. 
sage, which has gone to the other branch. At the request of the 
Interior Department I introduce it and ask that it be relerred tz the 
Committee on Indian A flairs. 

The bill (s. 2432) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to pur- 
chase certain improvements belonging to white settlers on the Mesca- 
lero Indian reservation, in New Mexico, and appropriating a sum o 
money therefor, was read twice by its title, and referred to the on. 
mittee on Indian oe 

Mr. LOGAN introduced a bill (8. 2433) granting a pension to Josep), 
8. Lutz; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany. 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. VOORHEES introduced a bill (S. 2434) to provide for the pur- 
chase of grounds and the erection of buildings for the post-office and 
for other uses for the United States, at Logansport, Ind.; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 


Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (8. 2435) granting a pension to 
Henrietta M. Drum Hunt; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EVARTS introduced a joint resvlution (S. R. 62) authorizing 
the publication of an edition of a Digest of International Law, edited 
by Francis Wharton; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I submit the following amendments intended to 

be proposed by me to the river and harbor appropriation bill: 


For the improvement of the Chehalis River in Washington Territory, $5,000 
For the improvement of the Cowlitz River in Washington Territory, $6,000. 
wi ean son Upper Columbia and Snake Rivers in Oregon and 
tory, 
For the improvement of the harbor at Olympia, Washington Territory, $100 


000. 
sie the im ey of Skagit, Steilaguamish, onan, Snohomish, and 
vers in Washington Territory, $22,000. 


fe move that the amendments be referred to the Committee on Com- 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ALDRICH submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRAY submitted an oar intended to be proposed by him 

appropriation bill; which was referred to the Com- 


Mr. GORMAN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which was referred tv 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. CAMERON, it was— 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. COCKRELL, it was— 

Ordered, papers in the claim of William H. Beck be taken from tho 
Pes Bae mg te peng ty —* 

BRANCH SOLDIERS’ HOME. 

Mr. EDMUNDS submitted the following resolution; which was con- 

sidered by mace > bom and agreed to: 
San sn Say Affairs be, and it hereby is, in- 


@ branch national home 
disabled = _ ee Oe Ron york a oem Vermont, with a 


unteer soldiers residing in that 


L. C. CAPEN. 

Mr. HOAR. I offer by requesta resolution to pay L. C. Capen $210 
as compensation for extra labor by him while a messenger 
netting fo te grou Senate, accompanied by a letter from Mr. Capen 

setting forth the grounds of hisclaim. I move that the resolution with 
creo thefeeate on Contingent 


resolution was referred to the committee to Andit and Control 


eis Cemasbtnepen ef the Senate; as follows: 
t fund of the Senate to ! 


C. Capen the sum of $210, as for 24 of extralabor performed 
by him while messenger 5, 1885, to April 4, 1885. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further ‘“‘eoncurrent 


engiitngnebeinea!l te Unlenind ate tarde. 

The Chair will advise the Senate that under the fifth rule it is lis 
duty to interrupt Senators at the end of five minutes, and although it 

is sometimes an ~— duty, Senators will feel that it is simp!y 
denotnaietientntale rule of the Senate. 

Mr. CONGER. I was unableto hear what the statement of the Chair 


The PRESIDENT protempore. Thestatement wassimply to remind 
Senators that itis the duty of the Chair to enforce the five-minute rule, 








“owe 2=enrpeeest F&F: fst 


—— es 


om me. 








1886. 
and al it is sometimes unpleasant, y et Senators must remember 
that th rule which imposes Sedeeaes not the wish of the 
Chair to int 

Mr. MAHONE. I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate at this 
time to take up certain bills relating to public buildings, which are on 
the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Virginia asks the 
unanimous consent of the Senate that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of bills reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. Is there objection? ‘The Chair hears none. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. _I wish toask the Senator whether he means 
to take up all the bills which are reported from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds? 

Mr. MAHONE. That is what I propose to do. 

Mr. CONGE I desire to object to the taking up of any series of 
bale not regularly on the Calendar. 

Mr. MAHONE. These bills are on the Calendar. 

Mr. CONGER. It is not proposed to take them up regularly in their 
order on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair understands that assent 
has been y given. Did the Senator from Michigan rise to 
make an objection to it? 

Mr. CONGER. _Is it the desire to go through with those bills ? 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I object. I did not hear the statement 
when the Chair put it. I object to taking up any series of bills now 
that will go through with a series of appropriations. We have had 
that on pensions, have had that on a number of other things, and now 
it is proposed to take up the public building bills. I should like to sce 
some other business dove than simply ply giving aw away money. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. may be no misunder- 

the Chair will again put the question to the Senate. 

Mr. INGALLS. I suggest to the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Ma- 
HONE] that he move to take up the bills one by one, to avoid the ne- 
cessity of asking unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator can do that. A Sen- 
ator may move to —. to the consideration of any bill on the Calen- 
dar during the morning hour. 

Mr, MAHONE. Then I move that the Senate take up Order of Busi- 

269, being Senate bill 117. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. May I ask the Senator from Virginia, as his 
purpose seems to be to reach by consent action upon a number of bills, 
to yield for a moment to allow me to ask the consent of the Senate to 
consider at this time the bill just reported from the Committee on Com- 
merce by the Senator from (Mr. Concer], providing for the 
erection of a bridge across the Ohio River between Cincinnati and Cov- 

assuring the Senator that there can be no discussion evoked by 
it? I think if I were permitted to make a statement of a minute I 
could convince the Senate that it is important and proper that the bill 
should be now. 

Mr. NE. Before yielding to the Senator from Kentucky, I 
ee nen eee bills which I wish to take up this 
morning are most part making provisions for the comple- 
tion of buildings which are already in process of construction. I now 
yield to the Senator from Kentucky. 

OHIO RIVER BRIDGE. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Now I ask that House bill 7938 be taken up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kentucky asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 





the bill (H. R. 7938) to authorize the Coving- 
Railway and Bridge Company to erect a 

Ohio River; and by unanimous consent the Senate, 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider it. 

Mr. CONGER. I to the desk a letter of the Secretary of War 
reference > this , which I think will satisfy the Senate that 

be no objection to the passage of the bill. 


PRESIDENT protempore. The letter will be read. 
Chief Clerk cea e as follows: 


Wan Department, Washington City, May 13, 1886, 
Your letter of the 11th instant is aaa, I have no ——_ to offer 
of the bill as it now stands. I understand that the bridge pro- 

2 restrictions and wee png by the general —! in all re- 
except two particulars mentioned Vv n reply to your 
as to ‘the effect the construction of of the bridge bridge contemplated in 

have upon the navigable interests of the Ohio River,” I would say 

the first that this question is to be determined by the 

of Warassisted by the board of engineers provided for in the fourth sec- 
act of 1883, after the railway company is authorized by law to bridge 

Parise iad nae presented its plans and con to the other requirements 


, yours, 


ff gyi 
ut i 
F 


ii 


El 


fe 


WM. C. ENDICOTT, Secretery of War. 
on Commerce, United States Senate. 


eats onneire onenereceeaseus ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

_--«- PUBLIC BUILDING AT KANSAS CITY. 
Mr.MAHONE. I move that the Senate proceed tothe consideration 
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eration of Order of Business 282, being Senate bill 1131. 


Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. 1131) toamend an act to pro- 


4495 


of the bill (S. 117) making an appropriation for the extension and en- 
largement of the United States custom-house at Kansas City, Mo. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read at length if 
there be no objection. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion to proceed to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Is the motion to proceed to the consid =r- 
ation of this series of bills- 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
consideration one by one. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I ask if the motion to proceed to consider 
these public building bills is debatable? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not debatable. The motion is 
to proceed to the consideration of the particular bill which has been 
stated. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Is it not a fact that a majority of the Sen- 
ate can carry that motion, and if that be so, is it not debatable? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not debatable. Under the ex- 
press terms of the rule a motion to take up a bill during the niorning 
hour is not debatable. The question is on agreeing to the motion of 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. MAHONE} that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the bill indicated by him. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to appropriate 
$150,000 for the purchase of suitable ground and the erection thereon 
of an additional building as an extension and enlargement of the cus- 
tom-house at Kansas City, Mo. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I presume thatthe bill is debatable, whether 
the motion to take it up is or not. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill is debatable. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. There is no Senator here who can close his 
eyes to the fact that we have about three committees in the Senate 
whose only business seems to be to spend money, and that those com- 
mittees all the time get a preference in the Senate. I should like to 
see some other business done, so far as I am concerned as a humble rep- 
resentative of a very humble constituency. 

Mr. SPOONER. The appropriation is necessary. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. A necessary appropriation! Yes; to build 
a house that nobody knows anything about, and that very few in the 
Senate know where it is to be built! 

I know that these bills will pass; I know that almost every Senator 
on this floor has a constituency interest to represent in passing them; 
but I know at the sametime that when we pass these bills we are taking 
money from the people who are not now able to pay it, and that the 
demagogy is here. Make the most of it here, but do not practice it 
when you get to your home. If I shall play the demagogue, I shall 
do it here and not on the h 

How many public building bilis are to follow this one? How many 
pension bills have we passed? How many bills granting arrears of 
pension have we passed without knowing scarcely that we were doing 
it? And we have pending a general bill for arrears of pension. 

Mr. President, I only ask that I shall be permitted to make my pro- 
test against what I believe all the people of this country recognize, 
simply the convening of Congress to make appropriations for one set 
of people and to tax another. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT LAFAYETTE, IND. 

Mr. MAHONE. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 531) to provide for the erection of a public building 
at Lafayette, Ind., being Order of Business No. 281. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which provides for the purchase 
of a site and the erection at Lafayette, Ind., of a suitable building for 
the use and accommodation of the post-office and other Government 
offices in that city, the site, and the building thereon, when completed 
according to plans and specifications to be previously made and ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Treasury, not to exceed the cost of 
$100,000. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds with an amendment, in line 12, before the word ‘‘ thousand,’’ 
to strike out “‘one hundred ”’ and insert ‘‘seventy-five;’’ so as to read: 


And the sum of $75,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treas 
ury not otherwise appropriated, for the pure hase of said site and completion of 
said building. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
third time, and passed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT DETROIT. 
Mr. MAHONE. I move that the Senate now proceed to the consid- 





The motion is to proceed to their 














a third reading, read the 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
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vide for the purchase of a site and the erection of a public building | 
thereon at Detroit, Mich. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds with amendments. ‘The first amendment was, after the word 


‘*million,’’ in line 19, to strike out “five” and insert ‘‘three;*’ so as 
to read: 
The plans, specifications, and full estimates for said building shall be pre- 


viously made and approved according to law, and shall not exceed for the site 
and building complete the sum of $1,300,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 44, after the word ‘‘ million,”’ to 
strike out ‘‘five’’ and insert ‘‘three;’’ so as to read: 

Provided, however, That if a new site shall be purchased for said building as 
hereinbefore authorized, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


after the site for said building shall have been purchased, to cause a —_ and 


ons of said building to be prepared, which said plan and fications 
nm of said build- 


shall not involve an expenditure in the erection and com 

ing,and the approaches thereto, exceeding the portion of $1,300,000 remainin 

after the site of said building shall have been paid for; and no plan of said build- 
ing shall be approved by the Secretary of the Treasury involving an expendi- 
ture exceeding the sum so remaining after paying for the site of said building: 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 52, after the word ‘‘ million,’’ to 
strike out ‘‘five’’ and insert “‘three;’’ so as toread: 

And provided further, That nothing herein contained shall be construed in any 
event to increase the cost of the new site and building, including approaches, 
when completed, beyond the sum of $1,300,000, as provided in this section. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the Senator from Virginia in charge of this 
bill to explain wherein this differs from the existing law on the sub- 
ject? We had a very considerable discussion, I remember, last year 
on the question of the propriety of enlarging the present building at 
Detroit, or purchasing a new site; and as I read the language of this 
bill, it is substantially the language of the present law, and I should 
be glad to have the Senator from Virginia or one of the Senators from 
Michigan explain wherein this differs from the existing law. 

Mr. PALMER. I suppose I can explain the matter better than any one 
else. The increase (which I imagine is what the Senator from Iowa 
wishes to ask about) is caused in this way: Owing to the change of site 
made by the commission appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and owing to a ruling of the Comptroller of the Treasury, the former 
bill was shorn of $200,000, which brought our appropriation of $900,000 
down to about $700,000. On account of our having removed the site 
it became very evident after the purchase of the new site that it was 
very desirable—and in that the Secretary of the Treasury agreed—that 
we should have the balance of the block, which would call for over 
$200,000 more. That makes $400,000, which, added to the $900,000 
already appropriated, would make $1,300,000. 

The fact is, the appropriation is much less than Detroit is entitled to 
from her position and from the actual state of business there, and if 
the Senator would like a lotof statements by the rule of three by which 


that can be proved I have them in my pocket and I can read them. 
Mr. ALLISON. Iwill take some occasion to have those state- 
ments made. I do not ask for them now. 


Mr. PALMER. I have them here and they might be interesting 
read , 


or. “RIDDLEBERGER. Allow me to ask the Senator how much 
the of these appropriations for public buildings will be? 

Mr. PALMER. I do not understand the Senator. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Will the Senator tell me how much the ag- 

of these tions is or will be? ; 

Mr. PALMER. I donot know. I many millions. I think 
that the United States can not do better with its money than to put u 
suitable public buildings that shall be educational as well as 


where they are demanded for the public and ] propose always 
to vote for reasonable and proportionate i 
Mr. ALLISON. The reason I made the respecting this build- 


ing wee Sie ee ves Ce ee ee uding the site, was, I 
think, eight or nine hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. PALMER. Nine hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now it seems that the new site has already been 
purchased, as I understand, and in view of the cost of that site it is 
necessary to increase the limit, and the only object of this bill is to in- 
crease the limit from $900,000 to $1,300,000. 

Mr. PALMER. That is the only object. I will state here that the 
Seennen as toes peamaine-s ding and the old site will be over 

,000, so that practically we only get $1,100,000. We are entitled, 
as I stated before, to about $2,200,000 by the rule of proportion, tak- 
ing thirty-one cities of the United States as for. 

to be engrossed for a 


e bill was to the ean 
third reading, read the third time, passed. 
PUBLIC RUILDING AT SAINT PAUL. 

Mr. MAHONE. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of Order of Business 554, being Senate bill 1919. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Uihaie, penned (0 ceases Oe Se 
of additional ground adjoining the United States court-house and post- 
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office building at Saint Paul, Minu., the erection of a bonded warehouse. 
and the repair of the existing United States building at said place, and 
appropriating money therefor. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. I move to amend the bill in line 7 by changing 
the name ‘‘ Wabash ’’ to ‘* Wabasha,’’ adding the letter ‘a,’? so 
read: 

Not to exceed 100 feet on Wabasha street. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I also move to amend, which perhaps the com- 
mittee will accept, by inserting after the word ‘‘lots,’’ in line 6, the 
words following: 


as to 


Or in lieu thereof, in his discretion, an equivalent in area of the ground fro). 
ing on Fifth street and adjoining said building. 

The building is on a corner, and this merely gives ye alternative to 
purchase a site on either side. 

Mr. MAHONE. I have no objection. 

The amendment was to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and theamend nents 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read th, 
third time, and passed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT DENVER. 


Mr. MAHONE. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of Order of Business 780, being Senate bill 1592. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (8. 1592) to change the limit 
of appropriation for the public building at Denver, Colo., was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds with an amendment, in section 1, line 6, after the word ‘ builid- 
ing,’’ to strike out ‘‘ seven hundred and fifty ’’ and insert “five hun- 
dred and seventy-five;”’ so as to make the section read: 

That the act entitled ‘‘An act for the erection of a public building at Denver, 
Colo,, approved May 8, 1882, be amended by making the limit for said building 
$575,000, and that sum is hereby fixed as the limit of cost thereof. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I want to ask my colleague, if he will an- 
swer, how much money in the is covered by these bills that 
are reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds that 
we are asked to vote upon to-day. It does seem to me that we ought 
to know how much money we are voting out of the Treasury when we 
are asked to simply take up bills for some Senator to move an amend- 
ment to, and we pass them blindly through. 

But a few minutes agothe Senatorfrom Iowa[Mr. ALLISON] objected 
to a bill because he said it had been under consideration at the last 
session, and he finally consented to it because he could understan(| that 
the only purpose of the bill was to add $400,000 more to what he ob- 
jected to at the last session of the Senate. 

Now, sir, I am not willing for one to sit here and note that kind of 
language going into the REcorD, obj toa bill and then saying that 
the only difference is that it appropriates ,000 more, without some 
inquiry. I should like to know, for one, what I am voting out of the 
Treasu We do not hear a bili here ex so far as it is necessary to 
put into it an amendment. Why, sir, if I could do it with becoming 
diffidence—and I will almost presume it now—I might ask how many 
States are interested in these appropriations that you are making; and 
I assume that no Senator would go so far as to violate a constitution! 
pees voting for a tion in which he had an interest. 

e have done nothing but vote away money and take it out of the 


; at your Treasurer’s report; the money is not in the 
Treasury to get out, and you have to put it into the Treasury before 
you take it out. 

I know that Virginia has a court-house provided for in one of these 


bills, and I believe I know that three-fourths of the States have court- 
there ae) reason se ba | ape of bills; but I claim that until 
do for voting avfay this money we ought 
not to do it. I have sat here for the last four weeks doing nothing but 
quietly acquiescing in a ee out of the Treasury that is not in 
there, but they say it is in 7 
Now, sir, if there be one Senator on this floor who will condescend 
ae pone d ~ his own people, I venture to ask how 
much money are we called on to vote here out of the Treasury, 114 ‘0 
tell us what States it is to; tell us, if it be possible, the necessity 
for a building somewhere, us whether it is to be a court-house or 
city hall or something to ornament a town, or something that is simp!y 
aan gentleman who was opposed to it to silent!y 
aed Should think I was falling far short of my obligation and my duty 
to the Senate if I were to ask them to iate one dollar, ay, even ® 
silver Sy sie giving them a reason and a public reason for ap- 


fie, 1 meen to carry thie question farther than the discussion of it 
which itself to Senators on this floor. I hear of strikes, I hea" 
of bloodied, in in East Saint Louis, in Saint Louis. Do you 

floor and continuously vote away that which 
you extract from the pockets of the people, and not suppose they wi"! 
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strike? You are voting away money as if it belonged to you. I have 
asked gentlemen on this floor to state how they own one farthing of that 
which is in the United States Treasury. Have you paid in some taxes? 
Have you paid any taxes that you could estimate and say belonged to 
you? Yet you sit here and idly vote a million and a half on a public 
building, and not one Senator in five knows even in what State it is to 
be located or for what purpose it is to be used. oid 

Now, sir, I do ask again—and that was the purpose of my rising— 
that some Senator will give us a statement of the amount of money that 
is to be voted out of the Treasury by these bills, and to how many States 
it is to go, and whether there is possibly enough of what we call Sena- 
torial courtesy here—I believe I am not charged with practicing a great 
deal of it—that we can not now and then have the yeas and nays and 
let it be known who are voting for these indiscriminate appropriations 
and who are voting against them. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, only a few days since the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds made a very elab- 
orate report in a with a resolution introduced by the Senator 
from Virginia who just taken his.seat, giving the details of every 
bill that had been reported from that committee and the amount of the 
appropriation; and if Senators have not read that report I beg leave 
to refer them to it for very full information on this subject. Itisa 
valuable public document. 

The that are being pressed for action this morning are, with one 
or two exceptions, for very smallamounts. They seem to be necessary, 
so far as I know, from the reports of the Treasury Department, and it 
i that they should be passed very early in order that the 


is necessary 
buil may be properly completed. 
Me MDDLEBERGER I venerate the Senator from Vermont, who 


ator on this floor to know that some one has made a report when that 
report has not been read in the Senate? We have not been asked to 
hear the report now referred to. We have been asked to do nothing 
but sit here and vote money for public buildings and public grounds. 


If there has been a emanating from that committee, with all due 
respect to my co and to the gentleman who I believe is the sen- 
ior Senator of the w body, I have not heard the report and I donot 
think any other Senator has heard it. If it were worth the while of 
these gentlemen to . are it is worth our while to hear it read. 
a do think it ought fo be so that we may know what we are voting 


Mr. MAHONE. Mr. President, the bills which we are now consid- 
ering have been before the Senate for a while. _ They have been 
printed; they have been within the of every member of the Sen- 
where all the ings are located, but on what 
particular account bills ns whether for a new building 


report et eee ae Sen arese eperts Rave 

been Teel ena have been mee upon the desks of Senators. So it 

I will Mr. President, that the bills which we have under con- 
morning 


= aggregate about a million and a quarter of dol- 
. RIDDLEBERGER. I desire to make one further observation. 


If that has been where I could get it and read it, I am unaware 
of the I have a here a Senate arene day, and 

my colleague es mistake of supposing that I have been 
ane, but I have not. 


bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT HARRISONBURG, VA. 

Mr. MAHONE. I move to proceed to the consideration of Order of 
Business 781, being Senate bill No. 2058. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 2058) to complete the pub- 
7 ae Harrisonburg, Va., was considered as in Committee of 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT FORT DODGE, IOWA. 
Mr. MAHONE. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of Order of Business 782, being Senate bill 1611. 


The motion was — to; and the bill (S. 1611) for the erection of 
a public building at Dodge, Iowa, was considered as in Commit- 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
' PUBLIC BUILDING AT JACKSON, Miss. 


Mr. MAHONE. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of Order of Business 783, being Senate bill 1550. 
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The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 1550) to provide for an 
addition to the United States building at Jackson, Miss., was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds with an amendment, in line 11, before the word ‘‘thousand,”’ 
to strike out ‘‘twenty’’ and insert ‘‘six;’’ so as to make the bill read: 





Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to cause to be erected a suitable fire-proof addition to 
the United States building in Jackson, in the State of Mississippi, for the accom- 
modation of the register and the reciver of public lands, and for the safe-keep- 
ing of the records of the same, and also for use as offices of the United States 
revenue officials; and there is hereby appropriated, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $6,000: Provided, That said 
sum shall be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT MARQUETTE, MICH. 


Mr. MAHONE. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of Order of Business 784, being Senate bill 1457. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 1457) to increase the ap- 
propriation for the erection of the public building at Marquette, Mich., 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds with an amendment, in section 1, line 6, before the word 
“ thousand,”’ to strike out ‘‘ eighty ’’ and insert ‘‘ twenty-five; *’ so as 
to make the section read: 

That the amount heretofore fixed as the limit of cost for the erection of a pub- 
lie building by the United States Government at Marquette, Mich., be, and the 
same is hereby, increased to $125,000, and that sum is hereby fixed as the limit 
of the cost for the erection of said building. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT TERRE HAUTE. 


Mr. MAHONE. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of Order of Business 785, being Senate bill 430. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 430) to change the limit 
of appropriation for the public building at Terre Haute, Ind., was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from.-the Committee on Public Buildings and 

-Grounds with an amendment in section 1, line 6, after the word ‘‘ build- 
ing,’’ to strike out ‘‘ two hundred’’ and insert ‘‘ one hundred and sev- 
enty-eight;’’ so as to make the section read: 

That the act entitled “An act for the erection of a public building at Terre 
Haute, Ind.,” approved July 7, 1882, be amended by making the limit for said 
building $178,000, and that sum is hereby fixed as the limit of cost thereof. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT PARKERSBURG. 


Mr. MAHONE. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of Senate bill 2191, Order of Business 786. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 2191) to complete repairs 
and alterations of the public building at Parkersburg, W. Va., was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill waz reported to the Senate without amendment, ordcred to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MAHONE. I have no further bills to present this morning. 


THE RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. McMILLAN. I am instructed by the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred a resolution for the preparation of a report as to 
each public work for which an appropriation is made in the river and 
harbor bill, to report it without amendment, and ask for its present 
consideration. ~ 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to, 
as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed, when the river and 
harbor appropriation bill shall be reported, to report as to each public work for 
which an appropriation is made in said bill, the facts which render such appro- 
voumn advisable and of national importance, and the condition of the work, 
1 un. 


ADDITIONAL CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I am also instructed by the Commijttee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred a resolution for an additional clerk to the 
Committee on Commerce, to report it with an amendment. I ask for 
its present consideration. 
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There being no objection, the Senate proceeded to consider the reso- 
lution, as follows: 


Resolved, That there be an additional clerk for the Committee on Commerce 
for the remainder of the session. 


The amendment of the committee was, to add to the resolution: 

Ata salary of $8 per day; and that the of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to pay the said out of the appropriation 
for miscellaneous items of the cont mt fund of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under the rule this resolution must 
go to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 


the Senate. 
I ask then that it be so referred. 


Mr. MoMILLAN. 

Mr. FRYE. Might not the amendment be first ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can not be considered at all ex- 
cept for reference to that committee. The amendment goes to the com- 
mittee with the resolution. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 

Mr. MCMILLAN, I move that the Committee on Commerce be per- 
mitted to sit during the sittings of the Senate for the remainder of the 
yession. 

The motion was agreed to. 

; ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The PRESIDENT pro . TheCalendar is now in order. 
first case on the Calendar be reported. 

Mr, ALLISON. It seems to me, as we have taken up bills a little 
out of order to-day, it might be well to go on with that course; and I 
suggest that we take up the pension cases that have been reported since 
the last day they were considered. 

Mr. CONGER. A special hour may be set aside any day by vote to 
take up pension bills and pass them, as we have always done heretofore; 
but let us now go on with the Calendar in the regular order of the 
morning hour. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well; if the Senator from Michigan has some- 
thing he desires to reach, I shall not interpose. 

Mr. CONGER. Several Senators have bills which are of importance, 
and it seems almost impossible to ask that separate bills be taken up 
on the Calendar, and for that reason, for the accommodation of al 
Senators, I think we should go on regularly and thus reach in time the 
bills in which they are interested. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first bill on the Calendar will 
be stated. 

The bill (S. 1219) for the relief of the heirs of Martin Kenofsky was 
announced as first in order. . 

Mr. HOAR. What was done with Order of Business 161, being the 
bill (S. 1406) fixing the time for the meeting of Congress ? 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. That matter went over yesterday 
informally, retaining its place. 

Mr. HOAR. That may as well go on the General Calendar, because 
I shall ask the Senate to consider it when we consider the constitu- 
tional amendment on the same subject introduced by the Senator from 
Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] that will require an express order of theSenate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. being no objection, Order of 
Business 161 will be considered as objected to and go over to the Cal- 
endar under the ninth rule. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not exactly wish to enter an objection, but I de- 
sire it to go on that Calendar by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order will be made. 


MARTIN KENOFSKY. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill (S. 1219) for the relief of the heirs of Martin Kenofsky. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending question is on the 
amendment reported from the Committee on Foreign Relations, which 
will be stated. 

The Curer CrerKk. In line 6, after the words “‘sum of,” the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations reported an amendment to e out “$8, - 
861’’ and insert “$4,992.50 ;’ so as to make the bill : 

Be it and he is hereby, di- 

2 er ee 
oats from the sale of $4,002.50 of gold coin belonging to him and 
vi 
used in the service of the United States. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill wasordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


The 


REPORTS ON ALASKA. 


The next business on the Calendar was the resolution reported by 
Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Printing, 10, 1886, to 
print 4,000 extra copies of the report on Alaska by L. M. Turner. 

The resolution was considered, and agreed to; as follows: 

That the report on A ee et eae im with the necessary illus- 
trations, and thas 4,000 additional copies be printed, of which 1,000 copies shall 
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fficer of the United States Army - 


SEWELL COULSON, AND PORTER, HARRISON & FISHBACK. 
The bill (S. 249) for the payment of Sewell Coulson and Porter, 
Harrison & Fi for legal services, was considered as in Commities 
of the Whole. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The will be read. 

The to read the submitted by Mr. 
MITCHELL, of , from the Committee on Claims, February 1), 
1886, but before concl 


iit is hardly necom 

Mr. VOORHEES. I it is ly necessary to read that lony 
I am conversant with ali the facts in the case. There is, 
d claim for legal services there, and I have no doubt the matter js 
properly stated in the bill. I was counsel myself in the cases men- 
tioned there on the side, and I know ly that the services 
rendered, and I have no doubt that the amount charged was 


Pethe PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish tohearthe report read. I thought I asked 
for the of the report. 


A 


The P ENT pro tempore. The exhibits and were being 
read. ial partof the has already read, but the 
ing will proceed if the Senator from Vermont 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That is what I asked. 


The Secretary resumed the reading of the report, which is as {0!- 
lows: 

The facts in this caseare clearly and fully stated in areport made to the Hou~. 
by the Llouse Committee on first Forty-seventh Congress (Re- 
port 1755), which reads as follows: 

“The on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4431) for the 


ae pomp sery- 
had the same under consideration, have carefully exami all the 
the facts substantially as 
of Mr. Coulson, which is in as follows : 

of —— of Sullivan County, In- 
Cane, senanpiets oo Gupte State militia, organized and mustered in his 


and 


approved 
May Ti, 1361. John McConnel, Rotramel, John G. 
Thomas Wells, Peter Wilson, and others, were members os com- 


pany. This was frequent! into service by the provost- 
of the district, to aid in enforcing the laws of Bietes and in 
opposition to the or uprising of the to resist the drafts 

“*In Fi , 1886, five civil suits were commenced against Captain Mc(or- 


for false im- 


district of Indiana, aecompan ici! 
b in command of the State militia. 

a ee a ee er re een emene o 

yy same men, them with lareeny for seizing 

kegs of powder Wound couicealed, ad which were undoubtedly rocured 

in opposing the Government of the U: Siates. I 

to of these six cases, to wit: Andrew Hum. 

; Mayfield vs. Same; James Leac!: 

vs. Same; William Holson vs. Same; John Sisson rs, Same; and the State of In- 

their first appearance in the civil easesthe defer 

offer to make requisite bonds t. 

remove said cases to the circuit court of the United States for the district of |:- 

overruled 2 4 Judge Eckles, lic 

and void, and 

defendants to answer, pending which all the cases were continwc:! 

Ao then Angas eae, Bt it was taken by default in the case of Hun.- 

pve. et al., and his damages at 000. Issues were 

in all the vs. ick et al. was 

et mre ae in finding a judgment for plaintiffs for S00 

appealed to the supreme court; in the other three, 


the venue was to the Knox circuit court. 
ipo aileiabocs aap” 


‘After the appeal of the ee ie to the supreme 

bh ,of Indianapolis, were retained to 
those cases, and did so. They filed a brief required great labor, 
pepe and reasearch to prepare, the cases involving new questions, not then 


the November term, 1866, of the supreme court, 
Sullivan circuit court was rv- 

the a eens to the ae ew oe 
bond that might offered under w of Con- 

sean i ane Mayfield es. McCormick et al., 27 Indiana, 143, and Mv- 
Scents oak on. Humphreys, 27 Indiana, 144, where a more detailed stateme): 


a 


| 
g 
t 
i 
5 


and the eases were finally dispose! 
favor of the defendants. 

were transferred to the United States 
leave was given to plead at the 


g 
ps 
5 
& 
: 
j 
r 


ca * = 
the Secretary of War, and tlc 
same were by him referred to the Judge-Advocate-General. Although the fa'- 


found by him are substantially as stated above, your committee think it fair |» 
= give the facts as found by him, together with his conclusic> 


This is the claim of Sewell Coulson, csq., and of Messrs. Porter, Harrison « 
services rendered in the de- 


fense of sundry actions instituted prosecuted ® militia officer and 
men of his command,in the State courts and the States circuit court, 
within the State of Indiana. 








Harrison & Fishback were any means compen- 
S ete ib so considered.”’ 

statement by Mr. Coul- 
of 


the arrest of Mayfield and the seizure of hie y by McCormick the 
order was given by the Sieatbidaamprenacanietel te seventh district of 


aa Ny ge oe of Sisson no order of arrest was ever made. It is rep- 

resented in statement of Mr. Coulson that he was never arrested at all, nor 
as claimed by him in action. ; 

Holdson by McCormick the order was given by 

Corps, placed 


wee Aen Reserve Pp 
command of the United States troopsin the county of Sul- 
been stationed there for the protection of loyal cit- 


fic authority or cireumstances the State militia had come to 
provost-marshals 


istrictcommander at the period 

is not set forth in Mr Coulson’s statement. 
in State courts, and subsequently removed 
RA, 4 ae he 
n suits umphreys y' , an ng 
for the removal of the cases to the United 
same was refused by Judge Eckles, who held the State 
both suits went to trial, and a verdict or judgment (in the 
raction of $25,000 and in the latter of $500) was rendered against the - 
anaes ee ee en en -> Cacupeean cost the State, where, 
adverse ruling of the courtbelow wasreversed 
The other actions which had meanwhile 
removed. Complaints and answers were 
thereupon filed in the two first-named suits in the United States court, and after 
as above mentioned, finaliy dismissed for 
. 1870. The suits brought by Sisson, 
May term, 1868, for want of a declara- 

quashed in or about August, 1866. 

is understood to have acted as attorney from the beginning tothe 
proceedings. The services of Messrs. Porter, Harrison & Fishback 
the supreme court upon the appeal, and afterward in the 


the action by Mayfield were substantially identical with 
umphreys, and those in the actions by Leach & Holdson 
those in the action brought by Sisson. 
of the services and reasonableness of the chargesare certi- 
it court, by Judges Frazer and of 
which the appeal in the two principal 
Governor Baker and by Hon. T. A. Hendricks, John C. 
J. E. McDonald, attorneys and counselors at 


from the seeaieny of War for the employment, at the 
States, of Mr. or of Messrs. Porter, Harrison & 
any of these proceedings, is to be found in the papers exhibited. 


a 
z 


: 


Hi 
i 
i 


j 2 QF 
Hi 
Hu 
i! af 
i 


ue 
fl 


iu 
! 
i 
; 


i 


ie 
ree 
it 
re 


tit 
He 
: 
i 


however, the communication of the Secretary of War, of February 22, 1869, 
Fi a ag eg aa ey ety a eae art to con- 
sider question till the services are fully performed, and 


of compensation 
of a final account, is to be viewed as aratification of such 


i 
f 


employment, the Secretary would then be authorized to settle these claims, 
inasmuch as the services were entered upon more than four years before the 
passage of the act transferring the authority to em such eounfel to the De- 
partment of and were indeed almost y concluded before the date 
of such act. the of War regard himself as fully authorized to 
entertain the settlement of the it would be the ion of this bureau 
that, in view of the difficulty of these cases, the services required in 
Fee ne veers ta whieh Chey weve , the su ul result 
of the contest, and of the testimony, above of the judges and counsel, 
in favor of the reasonableness of the fees Seren’, Bo tewatery would proba- 
bly be justified in allowing the full amount , although the same cer- 

ly appears to this bureau as a full and generous estimate of the value of the 


| 


engagement of these 
for their employment at 
parties to have 
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ea, or as to the ex 


iency of his settling the same, 
whether it woul 


not be well to refer this claim, 
nerosity than to the justice 
to the next Congress, with a view toa specific appropriation 


ity for satisfying these c 
it would be then 
which in this aspect addresses itself rather to the 
of the Government 
for its payment, if the same be deemed proper. 

5. HOLT, Judge-Advocate-Ge neral, 


And there being no funds at the disposal of the Secretary of war out of which 


said claims conld be paid, the same were referred to the then Attorney-Genera! 
with a recommendation for payment, as shown by the following letter of indorse- 
ment: 

War DEPARTMENT. Jene 9, 1875. 

Approved. 

Inasmuch as there are no funds subject to the control of this Department for 
the payment of such claims, and it being suggested that there are funds subject 
to the control of the Department of Justice which may properly be applied to 
such purposes, the papers in this caseare respectfully forwarded to the honorable 
Attorney-General, with recommendation of payment of these claims. 

WM. W. BELKNAP. 
Secretary of War. 


Subsequently, to wit, June 12,1875,the honorable Attorney-General returned 

said claims to the Secretary of War, with the following statement : 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Washingion, June 12, 1875. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the papers in the case of 
Sewall Coulson and Messrs. Porter, Harrison & Fishback, relative to their ac- 
counts of fees for services in certain cases in said papers named. 

I herewith return those papers, and beg to inform you that there is no appro- 
—— over which this Department has contro}, and outof which these accounts 
ean be paid. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
EDWARDS PIERREPONT, 


Attorney-General. 
Ifion. W. W. BELENAP, 


Secretary of War. 


Afterward, to wit, November 24, 1876, the Secretary of War referred said claims 
to the Third Auditor of the Treasury, in the following statement: 

Respectfully referred to the Third Auditor of the Treasury for settlement. The 
account being approved at this Department, but no funds being available, it may 


be a pro; ease to report to Congress in the estimates. 

By cotee: of the Secretary of War. 
H. T. CROSBY, Chief Clerk. 
NOVEMBER 24, 1876. 


And the said Auditor having examined the claims, did, on the 5th day of Au- 
gust, 1881, render his decision therein in these words: 


DECISION BY THIRD AUDITOR. 


In the matter of the claims of Sewall Coulson, esq., and Messrs. Porter, Harri- 
son & Fishback for attorney fees. 


TREASURY DeraRTMENT, THIRD AUDITOR'S OFFICE, 
August 5, 1881. 

The general history of these cases is stated in the report made to the Secretary 
of War by the Judge-Advocate-General, on May 10, 1875, to which I wil! refer to 
avoid recapitulatign. ; 

elaimants were not employed under any order or other authority ema- 
nating from the Secretary of War,nor at any time while the service was being* 
rendered were they recognized by the Secretary as employed in behalf of the 
United States. The letter addressed by direction of the Secretary to Hon. H. D. 
Washburn, M. €., by the Inspector-General on the 22d February , 1869, contained 
no such negotiation, but merely declined to pass upon a case not then pending 
in the Department, but hypothetically presented in a letter, and the full particu- 
lars of which were not known at the Department. 

The parties to whom these professional services were rendered were not in 
the service of the United States, but were officers and soldiers of the State of 
Indiana. It does not appear by whom these claimants were retained, but it 
does appear that part payments on account of these services were made and re- 
eeived from a fund provided by the State of Indiana. 

If,as anaes very probable, the matters in respect to which the services were 
rendered were of importance to the United States, it may be highly proper for 
the General Government to assume the burden of compensating these claim 
ants; but only Congress can assume for the United States an equitable duty not 
based upon a legal obligation. 

The claims not being within my jurisdiction I can not entertain them. 

‘The papers will be transmitted, with this decision, to the Second Comptroller 

E. W. KEIGHTLEY, Auditor 
The decision of the said Auditor was confirmed by the Second Comptroller of 
the Treasury, in these words: 
Claim No. 42127. 
TREASURY DePaRTMENT, SeconpD CoMPTROLLER’S OPpricr, 
March 10, 1362. 

Respectfully returned to the Hon. Third Auditor, the papers in the claim of 
eewell Coates et al. 

The report of the Auditor is concurred in and approved, and the claim is dis- 
allowed. 

However meritorious this claim may be, as against the General Government, 
it seems to be clearly one that can now be properly considered only by Con- 
gress. 

W. W. UPTON, Comptroller. 


“ Your committee thought best to give the facts pretty fully in this case, even 
at the risk of repetition. It will be seen that the payment of these claims was 
recommended by the Secretary of War,and would probably have been paid by 
him or the Attorney-General but for the want of funds. The claims were rc- 
jected by the Third Auditor upon the ground, as stated by him, that ‘the claim- 
ants were not cmployed under any order or other authority emanating from 
the Secretary of War.’ While this may betrue, nevertheless the services were 
rendered, and in the defense of men who were legally ordered to make the ar- 
rests and seizures mentioned above. The disturbances in Indiana during the 
war,and especially at the time of these arrests,are so well known that your 
committee deem it unnecessary to make any other than a general reference 
thereto. The arrests, &c., were made in the interest of the Government. andto 
protect loyal citizens of Indiana. It would have been manifestly unjust to have 
allowed the defendants in these several suits to have been compelled to pay 

fees,as their cause was a common one,in which the Government was 
vitally interested,and your committee assume that counsel was necessary to 
the defense of these men. 

= disposition of all] these cases was in favor of the defendants. The value 


of the services rendered is certified to by the then governor, Conrad Baker, 
J Eckles, who held the State court, by Hon. Joseph E. McDonald, Hon. T. 


A. by Judges Frazier and Ray, then members of the supreme court 
of Indiana, and others. 
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** Your committee believe that in view of the circumstances of this case, it isa 
proper claim to be paid by the Government, and they therefore recommend the 
passage of the bill.’”’ 


Your committee adopt the foregoing statement of facts and conclusions, with 
this further statement: 


That while there is a lack of evidence showing an original employment by 
the Secretary of War, the evidence is conclusive that on a presentation of the e 
claims to him, with full explanations of all the circumstances, they were him 
accepted, recognized, and approved as just and legal claims against the United 
States, based upon and due and owing on account of valuable professional serv- 
ices rendered in the interest and for the benefit of the General Government at a 
critical period in its history. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The reading need proceed no furthernow. Hav- 
ing myself been able to read through the report, which I could not do 
with any very great advantage after the bill had passed, I withdraw 
my request to have it further read. 

The point seems to be whether these gentlemen were acting under a 
retainer of the United States when they performed this service, or 
whether they were acting for the State. The committeefind from the 
correspondence that they were justified in supposing that they were act- 
ing under a retainer from the United States or a recognition by the Sec- 
retary of War, which, I think, is not an unfair conclusion of the com- 
mittee, and that point being established, all the Departments agree 
that they ought to be paid. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I had the honor of reporting this bill, 
and the Senator from Vermont is entirely right. That is the real state 
of the case. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 

Mr. CAMERON. During my absence some days ago Senate bill 
1302, Order of Business 128, was passed over. I should like now to 
call it up and ask for its passage. It is a bill authorizing the int- 
ment of an assistant secretary of the Navy. The Senator from Illinois 
[Mr. LoGAN] desires to offer an amendment to the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Theregular busiuvess before the Sen- 
ate is the Calendar under the eighth rule. 

Mr. CAMERON. I ask that that be laid aside for 2 moment and 
that the Senate take up Senate bill 1302. It was on the Calendar and 
put aside some days since during my absence. 

The PRESIDENT pro . The Senator from Pennsylvania 
moves, pending the Calendar, that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of the bill (S. 1302) authorizing the appointment of an assistant 
secretary of the Navy, and fixing the salary of the same. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I to my friend from Péhnsylvania that 
the Senater from Kansas - INGALLS] and two or three other Sen- 
ators, as I remember, who opposed the bill before are not now in their 
seats, and it would not be quite fair perhaps to take it up in their 
absence. 

Mr. CAMERON. I did not think at the moment of their absence. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I know that. 

Mr. CAMERON. But the Senator from Kansas made a very elab- 
orate on the subject, and I suppose he said all he can say. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I presume he would like to be here to vote. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator from Kansas remarked after his 
speech, when it was proposed to vote, that he had only entered on the 
vestibule of the argument. 

Mr. CONGER. I cull for the regular order. 

Mr. CAMERON. If objection is made I shall not press my request. 

A. H, VON LUETTWITZ. 

The bill (8. 794) for the relief of A. H. Von Luettwitz was announced 
as regularly in order. 

The bill was read, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report. 

Mr. LOGAN. I object to the consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill will 
be passed over. 


GEORGE 8. FISHER. 


The bill (8. 147) to reimburse George 8. Fisher for losses sustained 
by fire in Japan, November 26, 1866, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. MAXEY. There is an adverse report in that case, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made the bill goes 
over under the rule. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move its indefinite postponement, soas to get rid 
of it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WESTERN MIAMI INDIANS. 

The bill (S. 1433) for the relief of the Western Miami Indians 
Kansas was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
Secretary of the Interior to cause to be paid to the Western Miami 
— of aoe in the Indian Territory, 

it in the Treasury, in 
other manner as he ue ok 
$9,495, in order to relieve their pressing 
sioned by the destruction of their crops, 
horses by disease, during the summer and fall of the year 1885. 


The Senator from Towa moves that 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. Does that bill meet the approval of my friend 
from Massachusetts ? 
Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir; I reported it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. All right. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 
RAILROADS IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 


The bill (S. 1485) to authorize the Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and operate a railway through the In- 
dian Territory, and for other purposes, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. A bill has passed the House substantially 
the same as this, though there are some immaterial variations, and | 
should like to substitute the House bill for this bill. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. 'The Senator can move to proceed to 
the consideration of the House bill. If there be no objection the House 
bill will be considered instead of the Senate bill. Is there objection ’ 
The Chair hears none. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (H. R. 6391) to authorize the Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and operate a railway through the In- 
dian Territory, and for other purposes. 

Mr. DAWES. There are some slight differences between the two 
bills that the Senator from Arkansas will explain if any Senator de- 
sires an explanation. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. Theyareimmaterial. Thetwo bills were 
compared carefully by the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] 
and other members of the Committec on Indian Affairs, and the House 
bill was considered substantially the same as the Senate bill. There 
are a few verbal changes, but they are immaterial in their nature. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to offer an amendment to section 9. The 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNps]_has called my attention to an 
omission there which should be supplied. In the fifth line, after the 


word ‘‘all,”’ the word “‘ fences’’ should be inserted and a comma, and 
the word ‘‘ road ’’ should be changed to ‘‘ roads;’’so asto read: ‘“That 
shall construct and maintain continually all 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill (S. 1485) to authorize the 
Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf Railroad Company to construct and 
operate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other pur- 

will be indefinitely hy 

The bill (S. 1486) to authorize the Denison and Washita Valley Rail- 
way Company to construct and operate a railway through the Indian 
Territory, and for other purposes, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That bill wants the same amendment, I believe. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachusetts wil! 
notice that but five minutes remain of the morning hour, and the bill 
can not be read in that time. 

Mr. MAXEY. I desire to have the bill read and to take it up in the 
morning the first thing on the Calendar, unless we can have it acted 


on now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. At 2 o’clock the consideration of 
the Calendar is arrested. The bill will be read till 2 o’clock. 

Mr. DAWES. There are two bills, one reported from the Senate 
committee and one reported in the other branch. There are no mate- 
rial differences affecting the provisions of the bill, but there are verbal 
ones. It is desirable that the Senate should pass, if at all, the bill as 

to the other branch. Therefore I ask unanimous 


that as the Senate bill. That will cover all the verbal changes which 


are ; 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, in the chair). 
The Senator from Massachusetts asks unanimous consent to substitute 
the House bill for the Senate bill. Is there objection? The Chair 

none, and the House bill will be treated as an amendment to the 
bill, striking out all after the enacting clause of the Senate bi!! 
and inserting the House bill No. 6388 as a substitute. 

The proposed substitute was read, as follows: 

That ison and Washita Valley Rail . a 
nate Epetsnesattne Sooner tae tua of Reece cacktetoemets oy 
vested with the right of locating, , owning, equip- 

ing a railway and telegraph and telephone 

ning ata point to be selected by said 

in Grayson County, in the State 

thence by the most practicable route through the Indian 

of Fort Smith, in the State of Arkansas, to a point o! 

line of the Saint Louis and San Francisco Rail- 
the State of Texas, 

fs. and extensions #° sai 

and upon the right of 

of 

La — 


1 
in 
feet in width, with 
for every 10 miles 
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to use such additional ground where there are heavy 
for the construction and maintenance of the 
not exceeding 100 feet in width on each side of said right of way, or as 
much thereof as may be included in said cut or fill: Provided, That no more 
than said addition of land shail be taken for any one station : Provided —_—, 
That no part of the lands herein authorized to be taken shall be leased or sol 
by the company, and they shall not besused except in such manner and for such 
purposes only as shall be necessary for the construction and convenient opera- 
tion of said railroad, telegraph,and telephone lines; and when any portion 
thereof shall cease to be so used, such eg shall revert to the nation or tribe 
of Indians from which the same shall have been taken. 
Src. 3. That before said railway shall be constructed thro any lands held 
by individual qmupante, saaee to the laws, customs, of any of 
to such occu 


and said location shall be approved by the Secretary of the Interior in sections 
of 2 miles before construction of any such section shall be begun. 

Sec. 7. That the officers, servants, and employés of said company necessary 
to the construction and management of said road shall be allowed to reside. while 
so engaged, upon such right of way, but subject to the provisions of the Indian 
intercourse laws, and such rules and regulations as may be established by the 
Secretary of the Interior in accordance with said intercourse laws. 

Sec. 8. That the United States circuit and district courts for the northern dis- 
trict of Texas and the western district of Arkansas, and such other courts as 
may be authorized by Congress, shall have, without reference tothe amountin 
controversy, concurrent jurisdiction over all controversies arising between said 
Denison and Washita Valley Railway Company and the nations and tribes 
through whose territory said railway shall be constructed. Said courts shall 
have like jurisdiction, without reference to the amountin controversy, over all 
controversies arising between the inhabitants of said nations or tribes and said 
railway company; and the civil) jurisdiction of said courts is hereby extended 
within the limits of said Indian Territory, without distinction as to citizenship 
of the parties, so far as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 9. That said railway company shall build at least 50 miles of its railway 
in said Territory within three years after the passage of this act, or the rights 
herein granted shall be forfeited as to that portion not built; that said railroad 
company shall constructand maintain continually all road and highway cross- 


nations which it may be constructed, full compen- 

Sotion aha! ie pants for all property to be taken or damage 
So Ha cose of ite to ako 
such com n 1 eter- 

ned 7 a ee th: —F rees, to be appointed one 
(who shall act as chairman) by the aa by the chief of the nation to 
which said occupant belongs, and one by railroad com y, who, before 
entering upon the duties of their appointment, shall take and subscribe, before 
a district judge. clerk of adistrict court, or United States commissioner, an oath 
will faithfully and im 


that partially d the duties of their oan. ings and necessary bridges over said railway wherever said roads and high- 
ment, w oath, duly certified, shall be returned with their award toand filed | ways do now or may hereafter cross said railway’'s right of way, or may be by 
with the ocpetnny ot a Interior within sixty days from the complevion thereof, | the proper authorities laid out across the same. 

anda ey said referees shall be competent to act in case of the absence Sec. 10. That the said Denison and Washita Valley Railway Company shall 
of a mem after due notice. And upon the failure of cither party to make | accept this right of way upon the express condition, binding upon itself, its suc- 
such unde tn the Presi- | cessors and assigns, that they will neither aid, advise, nor assist in any effort 
dent 


sotnen within thirty days the appointment 

vacancy shall be filled by the district judge of the court held at Fort 
court for the northern district of Texas, upon the 
ion of the other party. The chairman of said board shall appoint the 
all hearings within the nation to which such occupant be- 
l receive for his services the sum of $4 per day 
in the trial of any case submitted to them under 
cents permile. Witnesses shall receive the usual fees 
vat courts of said nations. Costs, including compensation of the 
en gay 1 be made a part of the award and be paid by such railroad com- 
pany. case the referees can not ,ogven then any two of them are authorized 
to make the award. Either ow ng dissatisfied with the finding of the ref- 
erees shall have the right, wi ninety days after the making of the award and 
notice of the same, to ougeel Wy. original petition to the district court held at 
Fort —— =... or the court for the northern district of Texas, which 
court shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine the subject-matter of said 
petition according to the laws of the State in which the same shal! be heard, 
provided for determining the when property is taken for railroad pur- 
If upon the hearing of appeal the judgment of the court shall be 
Tor a the award of the referees the costs of said appeal shall be 
adj against the railroad company. If the j ent of the court shall be 
for the same sum as the award of referees then the costs shall be adjudged 
against the eeu. If the judgment of the court shall be for a smaller sum 
of the referees then the costs shall be adjudged against the party 
claiming Gane. When proceedings have been commenced in court the rail- 
way company 1 pay double the amount of the award into court to abide the 
judgmen thereof, and then have the right to enter upon the prcansty sought to 

and proceed with the construction of the rail ‘ 
Sec. 4. That said railroad ——- shall not charge the inhabitants of said 
a greater rate of freight than the rate authorized by the laws of the 
State of Texas for services or transportation of the same kind: Provided, That 
een said railway shall not exceed 3 cents per mile. Congress 
reserves the right to regulate the charges for freight and passengers on 
said railway, and messages on said telegraph and telephone lines, until « State 
government or governments shall exist in said Territory within the limits of 
which said railway, or a part thereof, shall be located ; and then such State gov- 
ernment or governments shall be authorized to fix and regulate the cost of 
transportation of persons and freights within their respective limits by sai: rail- 
way; but aoe ye expressly reserves the right to fix and regulate at all times 
the cost of transportation by said railway or said company whenever such 
shall extend from one State into another, or shall extend into 
more than one State: Provided, however, That the rate of such transportation of 
local or interstate, shall not exceed the rate i.bove expressed: And 
Surther, That said railway oa shall carry the mail at such prices 
as Congress may by law eet and until such rate is fixed by law the Post- 
fix rate of compensation. 
Sec. 5. That said rail company shall to the Secretary of the Interior, 
for the benefit of the guatleuiar oles or Mibes through whose lands said line 
ition to compensation provided for in this 
act for taken and damages done to individual occupants by the con- 
struction of the railway, for each mile of railway that it may construct in said 
Peesters, cee Payment to be made in installments of $500 as each 10 miles of 
road my ome |, That if the eral council of either of the nations or 
months after the of of definite fenalon t forth s pee van ou 
maps in nm as Se n section 6 of 
Se eae beers oe ided for in this section, and shal! cer- 


looking toward the changing or extinguishing the present tenure of the In- 
dians in their land, and will not attempt to secure from the Indian nations any 
further grant of land, or its occupancy, than is hereinbefore provided: Provided, 
That any violation of the condition mentioned in this section shall operate as 
a forfeiture of all the rights and privileges of said railway company under this 
act. 


Sec. 11. That all mortgages executed by said railway company conveying any 
portion of its railroad, with its franchises, that may be constructed in said In- 
dian Territory, shall be recorded in the Department of the Interior.and the 
record thereof shall be evidence and notice of their execution, and shall convey 
all rightsand property of said company as therein expressed. 

Sec. 12, That Congress may at any time amend,add to, alter,or repeal this 
act; and the right of way herein and hereby granted shall not be assigned or 
transferred in any form whatever prior to the construction and completion of 
the road, except as to mortgages or other liens that may be given or secured 
thereon to aid in the construction thereof. 

Mr. DAWES. Insection 9, line 5, of the substitute, I desire to make 
the same amendment as was proposed to the previous bill. After the 
word ‘‘all’’ I move to insert the word ‘‘fences.’’ 

Mr. MAXEY. I accept that amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amendment 
will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. In section 9 of the substitute, line 5, after the 
word ‘‘all,’’ insert ‘‘fences;’’ so as to read: 

That said railroad company shall construct and maintain continually ali fences, 
road and highway crossings, and necessary bridges over said railway, &c. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I should now like to hear the Jast section of the sub- 
stitute read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chief Clerk will read the last 
section. 

The Chief Clerk read section 12. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The hour of 2 0’clock having arrived, 
it is the duty of the Chair to lay before the Senate the unfinished busi- 
ness, being Senate bill 1886. 

Mr. MAXEY. Iask unanimous consent that the consideration of 
the pending bill may be concluded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texasasks that the 
unfinished business be laid aside informally for the purpose of continu- 
ing the consideration of the pending bill. Is there objection? 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand that it is not a bill which will involve 
discussion. 

Mr. MAXEY. There will be no debate whatever; it is precisely like 
the other bill just now passed. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection. The 
ee ae eeetas of the eae peuet = pa question is on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
termined as provided in section 3 for the determination of the compensation to | Chusetts as amended. 
be paid to individual occupant of lands, with the right of appeal to the The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
fae eee eee ten ee lerelgedned tebe mala Sede The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 


was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


Tr 

for said dissenting mation or tribe be in lieu of the compen- 

sation that said nation or tribe would be entitled to receive under the foreaning 
provision. ee aneee pay, so long as said Territory is owned and 
occupied by the to the Secretary of Interior, the sum of $15 per 
aaa of wey it shall construct in the said Territory. The 
to the Interior under the provisions of this act shal! 

be apportioned by him, in accordance with the laws and treatiés now in force 
among the different nations and tribes, according to the number of miles of 
railway that be constructed by said railway company through their lands: 
Provided, That shall have the right, so long as said lands are occupied 
and L. 4 and tribes, to impose such additional taxes upon 
said as it may deem just and proper for their benefit; and any Terri- 
tablished exercise the like sallee a at pl erp 

as rallway as ma 
lie within ite Tienite. Said rail company shall have the F i 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 6392) making appropriations for the diplomatic and con- 
sular service of the Government tor the fiscal year ending June 36, 
1887, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 3173) for the relief of Samuel H. Fleming; 


right to su i 
_— the passage of this act. * eo A bill or R. 5890) for the relief of Grafton Monroe; 
shall pep ctent Gaming the route of its located A bill (H. R. 7087) authorizingand directing the Secretary of the In- 
tines through nid Ter 4 oe — } puny be es = terior to extend the time for the payment of the purchase-money on the 
cere etneto ne lands said railway may be located ; and after the | Sle of the reservation of the Otoeand Missouria tribes of Indians, in the 
~ of said maps no claim for settlementand improvement upon | States of Nebraska and Kansas; and 
iene ee ane — = stastteee CotanP. | A bill (H. R. 8188) to admit free of duty a certain lecturn for the use 
cated as herein for. said company shall ailanemenes of the Saint Luke’s Episcopal church, in the parish of Kalamazoo, 
said line within six months thereafter, or such location shall be void; 


Michigan. 








PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS AND DEPENDENT RELATIVES. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resymed the consideration 
of the bill (S. 1886) for the relief of soldiers of the late war honorably 
discharged after six months’ service, who are disabled and dependent 
upon their own labor for support, and of dependent parents of soldiers 
who died in the service or from disabilities contracted therein. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pendingquestion ison the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. Vas Wyck], and on that the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] has the floor. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I shall not be deterred from performing 
what I conceive to be my duty in regard to the pending measure, or from 
expressing the reasons which will influence the vote I cast, because of 
the fact that I was upon the losing side during the last war. That 
struggle ended twenty years ago, and the animosities and prejudices 
which naturally grew out of it should cease to be invoked, especially 
as to matters of legislation. 

As for myself, without any sort of bitterness or any retrospect that has 
the slightest acrimony connected with it, I am conscious that I have 
kept my oath of loyalty to the Government of the United States in 
letter and in spirit, and I propose hereafter tomake no other promisesor 
professions. I shall answerany allegation or intimation that I am not 
the equal of any Senator here in patriotic devotion to this country and 
in loyal aspiration for its welfare and honor as Lord Marmion answered 
the Douglas: 

And if thou said’st I am not peer 

‘To any lord in Scotland here, 

Lowland or highland, far or near, 
Lord Angus, thou hast lied! 

The soldier who risked life and limb for his country is entitled to 
know that his country will repair all damages he has received in the 
line of duty. If disabled and not able to perform manual labor he 
should receive a liberal pension so as to, be placed beyond penury and 
want. If his life be sacrificed, liis last hours should be cheered with 
the certainty that the loved ones depending upon him shall be the re- 
cipients of the country’s bounty in whose service he died. This is the 
contract between the country and the soldier who enters into its service, 
and the nation that would not keep this contract asa sacred obligation 
deserves to be blotted out from the map of Christendom. 

How well the people of the United States have kept this compact is 
evidenced by the fact that by the votes of Senators and Representatives 
from the South as well as the North the enormous amount of $744,- 
040,541.06 has been voted for pensions since 1861, and more than $700, - 
000,000 of this amount has been voted to the Union soldiers of the war 
between the United States and the confederacy. 

Although the South was impoverished and desolated by that war, the 
people of the South as well as its soldiers have borne without com- 
plaint or murmur their portion of the debt necessary to pay the sacred 
obligation to the soldiers of the Union, their widows and orphans. 
The Southern soldiers and the widows and orphans of the South have 
asked and will ask nothing from the victors except the right to weep 
for their dead and to defend the purity of purpose for which they died. 

Steadily and rapidly since 1866 the pension-roll has increased. The 
report,of the Commissioner of Pensions shows that while in 1866 there 
were 126,722 pensioners receiving $13, 459,996, in 1885 there were 345,125 
pensioners receiving $65,693,706. 

Now can it be expected from our experience in the past that this 
wonderful increase will pause even for a moment? The generosity of 
a great people toward the men who fought for their flag, and the anx- 
iety of both political parties to secure what is known as “‘ the soldier 
vote,’’ have caused this generosity and this political anxiety to be util- 
ized by claim-agents and curbstone lawyers in the city of Washington 
to invent new laws creating new classes of pensioners and to increase 
the pensions and the arrearages which they claim to be already due. 

At each recurring session of Congress we are flooded with petitions 
to increase pensions, to originate pensions; and I charge here and now 
that this demand does not come from the citizen soldiery of this coun- 
try. It comes almost entirely from Washi city and from the class 
of lawyers who are engaged in working up and making available for 
their own purposes these classes of claims. i 

As a proof of the truth of what I say I read from a letter received 
from a constituent, which I have now in my possession, and which well 
illustrates the truth of what I have charged: 

Hon. G. G. Vusr, 
Washington, D. C.: 


The inclosed circular will explain itself,and I desire to state that I am very 
much in need of the increase spoken of, and ntly request that you will use 


y 
due diligence to aid in the passage of this bill, I aman invalid pensioner from 
the loss of both my eyes. 


The inclosed cireular reads as follows: 


Wasutseton, D. C., January 6, 1886. 
Sin: A bill has been introduced in the United States Senate by Senator War- 


Wer MiLLer, and in the House of Hon, W. L. Smssrows, to 
increase the pensions for the loss of both arms or or the sight of both 
eyes, or other injuries resulting in total per month. 

if you desire the passage of bill I advise you to at once communi- 


cate with your nied Cintas Renate ae ane 
om to do all in their power to secure fa action upon this most merito- 
ous measure. 
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By such means as this, Congress has been induced to pass at ea¢}; 
recurring session new laws originating pensions increasing the 
amount of pensions already granted under existing legislation. Touc), 
ing and pathetic letters from those whose condition to the sym- 
pathy and merey of every humane Representative and Senator 2; 
poured into these Halls. A systematic effort is carried on from time {. 
time, and so soon as the last dollar is wrung from the elaimant unde; 
existing law the astute and fertile intellect of these legal cormorant: 
located in this city is immediately put to work to invent a new lay 
and then we are flooded and overwhelmed with petitions from all por- 
tions of the country that we should passit. Is itto be wondered at to 
day that brown-stone fronts and immense fortunes attest the activii, 
and zeal of these persons in Washington city? The soldiers of t} 
country are utilized for the p of making private fortunes. 

In the State of Missouri there are 109,111 Unionsoldiers. I under- 
take to say to-day that those soldiers, belonging to both political par- 
ties, have not demanded this legislation. The call for it has emanated 
in a large degree from the capital of the country; and the military or- 
ganizations of the country, together with the appeals of private claim 
ants, are being systematically used in order to swell the gains of thes: 
persons who are to-day making raids upon the Treasury in the nan. 
of the soldiers who risked life and limb for the country’s flag. 

The bill pending before the Senate has a precedent as to the natur. 
of the relief to be granted, but it has no precedent as to the time within 
which that relief was given by Congress. Although an attempt was 
made in Congress in 1858 to give the soldiers of the war of 1812 a serv- 
ice pension, they did not receive pensions until 1871, some forty-seven 
years after the termination of the service. It was fifty-six years afic: 
the service that pensions were granted to the Revolutionary soldiers. 
The soldiers of the Mexican war, that handful of brave men who cir- 
ried the flag of this country to the Mexican capital and who gave t» 
the common treasury of the United States the enormous domain that 
stretches along the Pacific coast and the interior States and Territoric. 
adjacent to it, have applied again and again to (Congress for a service 
pension without success. 

I must confess some little surprise that the Senator from Illinois [ Mr. 
LOGAN] yesterday defended with such zeal and earnestness the peni- 
ing bill as it comes from the Committee on Pensions, when in the first 
session of the Forty-eighth Congress that Senator supported a motion 
to strike out an amendment to the Mexican pension bill which came 
from the House, and which amendment, placed upon the bill by the 
Pension Committee of the Senate, wasalmost identical with the bill now 
before this body. 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. VEST. With pleasure. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator well knows, if he will read the Recor». 
that I admitted ‘that the measure was meritorious and should pass 
upon its own merits, and I did not move to strike out the proposition 
because I was against it, but because I did not wish to have the })i!! 
encumbered. 

Mr. VEST. I hope the Senator knows that nea not for any pur- 

in the world misrepresent him or misstate him. 
“a LOGAN. Ofcourse; I know that. 

Mr. VEST. My impression was, and Lhave looked at the Recon». 
that the Mexican pension bill, as it is termed, came from the House 
with a provision for aservice pension pure and simple, and the Pension 
Committee of this body placed an amendment upon that bill whicl 
limited the pensions to soldiers who had served in the Mexican w.r. 
and were disabled, and were unable to perform manual labor. 

‘Mr. BLAIR. The exact condition was this: Theservice-pension }i!! 
came from the House, went to the committee of the Senate, and was 
reported back a service-pension bill, with this provision and some oth: 
matters in the wayof an amendment. So the Mexican pension bill 2- 
it came from the Senate committee was a service-pension bill, and t!« 
Senator from Illinois, I recollect, was opposed to amendments to it. | 
do not recollect that i debate, but I remember hearing him 
express himself on the floor of the Senate as opposed to any additions ‘) 
the Mexican pension bill at that time. 

Mr. VEST. In other words, the Senator from Illinois, as my reco!- 
lection is now and one + ming will show, was 7 to 
limiting the pension. He was vor of a service pension, as I very 
va sami The Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] now before 
me gave a history of the pension legislation of the country, and par- 
ticularly alluded to the act of 1818, which gave a similar pension to 
that provided for in the pending legislation to the Revolutionary v«'- 
erans. Itwas known asthe pauper clause, and afterward created gre:it 
excitement throughout the country, and was strieken out by Congre-< 
upon subsequent deliberation. 


That I do not the Senator from Illinois I quote from « 
speech delivered in the first session of the Forty-eighth Con- 
gress upon his to strike out the disability clause, or the clau-« 
which stated that the soldier should not receive a pension unless (is- 
ol Sinr was inuh ol etnsn soldise cuali prove test be ina pamper, ond that 
he dere of tha pence in order to testify that he is 
® pauper, and is to a pension. 


1886. 





I presume that nobody wants to heap an indignity of that kind upon a man 
whe has served his country. 

Is not that substantially the provision that we have in this bill? 
The Senator shakes his head; but it seems to me to be substantially the 
same. Eliminating the process by which the proof is to be made to the 
Department that the soldier if disabled, that he is unable to — orm 
manual labor, where is the difference? It is true that the pending 


that he is not able to perform manual labor, and he must prove by ad- 
ditional evidence, if required by the ent, that such is the fact 
before he can obtain the benefit of the provisions of the pending measure. 

The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Piatt] who is now the ardent 
supporter of the pending legislation declared in the debate to which I 
have alluded, in the first session of the Forty-eighth Congress, that 
he was opposed upon principle to all service pensions of every descrip- 
tion. 

Mr. LOGAN. This is an additional pension. 

Mr. VEST. It is not a service pension pure and simple, but it is a 
modified service pension, because under the provisions of the pending 
bill the soldier is pensioned not by reason of disability contracted in 
the service, but he is ioned for any subseqnent disability not con- 
nected with the war, use he has been a soldier of the Union. In 
that far it is a modified service pension. ‘The Senator from Connecticut 
declared that the act of 1818, which gave a service pension for disabil- 
ity to the veterans of the Revoiu war, and the act of 1871, which 
gave a service pension to the veterans of 1812, were vicious legislation, 
and that he never would support a bill which went further than pres- 
ent disability at the time he That there may be no mistake in 
regard to that statement I read from the Recorp the words of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut: 

For myself I believe that disability is the only correct basis of a pension I 
will not insist twenty or twenty-five after the war that the soldier shall 
be compelled to prove that the was incurred in the service. 

That is to say, he will assume that within that length of time the dis- 
ability did originate from exposure in the service. 

Tam willi passed re passed 
sinss the cles of the war every soldier whe suffers present disabilisy shall re- 
ceive a pension. But when go beyond that, when you p nsion 


ropose to pe: 
seldiers for service merely, you are the principle that a soldier 
fights for pay. 


The provisions of the pending bil] go far beyond the statement made 
then by the Senator from Connecticut. the present measure it is 
provided that the soldier who comes out of the war unhurt by wounds 
or disease and goes back into the struggle of civil life prepared to con- 
tend for its emoluments and honors, if at any time afterward disabled 
from any cause whatever, from accident, from disease, from any of 
‘the ills that flesh is heir to,’’ becomes a pensioner for life. In other 
words, it is an accident insurance policy for life to every man who 
served six months during the war and was honorably discharged from 
the service. 

While it is true to a certain extent, as has been eloquently urged by 
the Senator from Illinois, that the amount to be voted in pensions is 
not entirely determinate of the question before this body, yet we are 

as practical legislators, whenever a measure of this sort is 

before if we do our duty to the people who have sent 

us here, to look to the condition of the country and to the amount that 
niust be taken from the Treasury to meet the demands of the bill. 

Under Loe agers what mortal man can approximate to the 
amount that will be taken out of the Treasury of the United States ? 


in his first address upon this subject, said that the amount would not 
exceed $25,000,000 annually. I understood the Senator yesterday to 
modify that statement to some $20,500,000. 

Mr. BLAIR. No; the Senator will excuse me—— 

Mr. VEST. Certainly; if I misunderstood you. 

Mr. BLAIR. My statement yesterday was with reference to the sol- 
diers. The t parents form another class. I said yesterday 
that I that both classes would be included within $25,000,000. 

Mr. . Thatis conjecture. It is beyond the ken of any mor- 
tal man to say what will be the amount taken from the Treasury under 
this measure. What human prescience can reach the accidents by flood 
and field, by casualty, by disease over a continent like ours? Whocan 
undertake to say how many railroad trains may be hurled from the 
track and how many ex-Union soldiers will be maimed by such an ac- 
cident? Whocan say what disease, what pestilence may sweep over 
this country, and at each recurring visitation swell the pension-list be- 
yond all proportion ? 

The Senator from Illinois says if it is right, then the amount should 
be paid irrespective of the sum required. But it is impossible for us to 
do our duty without knowing beforehand something in regard to the 
amount that will be taken from the Treasury by the votes we cast. I 
very well when the arrears-of-pension act was being discussed 
in the Senate and in the House it was predicted that $40,000,000 were 
the outside figures which would be reached by that law; and statistics, 

se dubious but ever-attendant insignia, I was about to say of a fail- 

argument, certainly of a doubtful one, were paraded here in long 
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does not provide that he shall be taken before a justice of the peace in | 
order to make the proof, but he is certainly compelled to file his claim | 
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| lines to show that the expenditure under that act could never exceed 


$40,000,000. The report of the Commissioner of Pensions shows that 


| the amount already expended has reached $259,873,972.96, and if the 


limitation is taken off as proposed now by the Senator from Illinois in 


| his amendment to the Mexican pension bill as it has come from the 


House the Commissioner of Pensiens has stated that the amount required 
to meet that legislation would be $302,836,200. 

Mr. LOGAN. To what legislation does the Senator have reference? 

Mr. VEST. I refer to the proposed legislation to take off the lim- 
itation on the arrears-of-pension act. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator spoke of the amendment I proposed to 
offer to the Mexican pension bill? 

Mr. VEST. I understood that it had been offered. 
in error. 

Mr. LOGAN. Hespoke of the amendment ! proposed as an amend- 
ment to the Mexican pension bill? 

Mr. VEST. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LOGAN. I only ask the Senator to notice that the Commis- 


Perhaps [ am 


sioner of Pensions has shown that he is very much mistaken in a great 


many statements he has made. 

Mr. VEST. Iquote from the first report which I have before me in 
regard to the amount necessary to meet this expected legislation or pro- 
posed legislation. Subsequently, as I understand now from the report 
read by the Senator from New Hampshire yesterday, the amount re- 
quired if the limitation is taken off under the acts of March and Sep- 
tember, 1879, will be two hundred and twenty-two million and som: 
hundred thousand dollars, but whether it be $302,000,000 or $222,000, - 
000, either statement answers the purposes of the argument I now mak: 

Mr. COCKRELL. And that is for those who have already applied 

Mr. VEST. As my colleague says, that amount is for those who 
have already applied. A great many more will file their application 
for arrears of pensions within the dubiousand coming future. But, as 
I was saying, either statement, $302,000, 000 or $222,000, 000, illustrates 
the absolute nebulosity, to use the word, which covers this whole ques- 
tion. We were told that it would be $40,000,000 for arrears. We 


have paid out now $259,000,000, with $222,000,000 more to pay in the 
near future. 
legislation on this subject ? 


Where are we to stop, if pause there be, in this wholesale 


Thirty-seven years have elapsed since the close of the Mexican war. 


No such legislation as this has been given to the soldiers of that war. 
Tt is true that in 1818 a law was passed by Congress which gave re- 
lief or pensions to the disabled soldiers who followed Washington in 
the struggle for the young Republic; but the Revolutionary war closed 
on the 19th of October, 1781, and the long lapse of years hetween 1781 
and 1818 had gone by before Congress saw proper to pass any such act. 


Mr. HOAR. Mr. President—— 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Missou 
yield? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. I think the Revolutionary war closed on the 19th o 


April, 1783. 

Mr. VEST. 
in 1781. 

Mr. HOAR. The troops remained under arms, and-General Wash- 
ington issued to his troops on the 18th of April, 1783, a general order, 
they then being in camp, declaring that the war would terminate the 
next day, which was precisely eight years from its beginning, and it 
may comfort the benevolent soul of the Senator from Missouri to know 
that he ordered a double ration of rum to be issued to each soldier 
commemoration of the event. 

Mr. VEST. Whenit comes tothe question of rum, it strikes me th 
Massachusetts has made a great deal more out of rum than the people 
of Missouri or the Senator from Missouri. If I am not mistaken, that 
was the principal staple in the trade of Massachusetts for a great num- 
ber of years. Trading rum for negroes and selling negroes to the Seuth 
enriched that people to such an extent that they have ever since been 
sensitive on the question of negroes and rum both; and they have now 
undertaken to a large extent to prohibit rum after having exterminated 
slavery. 

It is true that technically the Revolutionary war closed in 1783, but 
as a matter of fact Yorktown surrendered on the 19th of October, 1731 
and it was thirty-seven years afterward before any pension was given 
to the men who followed Washington and who endured the privations 
of Valley Forge in their struggle for the flag of our country. © 

I have spoken of the amount and of the precedents in regard to this 
question. The general pension laws which are passed by Congress con- 
stitute not the only conduit through which the public money is being 
given out under this cry of relief to the soldiers who preserved the life 
ef the nation. Each recurring session of Congress witnesses anarduous 
contest between Senators and Representatives as to who shall illustrate 
his political career with the largest number of private pension bills to 
be exhibited to an admiring and loving constituency. Our Calendar 
now is crowded with these private pension bills, and the daily press in 
localities where Senators and Representatives reside is filied with long 
columns of pension bills that attest the sincerity and zeal of the per- 
sons who represent their constituencies in the respective bodies of oon : 


That is true technically, and yet Yorktown surrende ved 


it 
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gress. But the other day 240 special pension bills were taken to the 
President, the largest portion of which passed this body without being 
read, or if read, so eagerly and impatiently that no knowledge of their 
contents came to any member ofthis body outside of the Pension Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BLAIR. 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. BLAIR. This process has been going on for many years, as the 
Senator says, and I ask him if he knows of a single instance wherein 
Congress has by special act granted a pension to an individual, officer, 
soldier, or relative of a soldier, where in his belief that pénsion was 
granted unjustly, he being himself familiar with the facts? 

Mr. VEST. Ido not know that I am familiar with the facts. I 
shall be perfectly frank in the discussion of this question, and I will 
say to the Senator from New Hampshire that with very great reluct- 
ance I have brought myself to oppose the pending measure. I be- 
lieve that I but voice the feeling of many of my colleagues situated 
like myself on this side of the Chamber when I say that we have felt 
a delicacy, to use that word, in interfering with either public or pri- 
vate pension bills on account of the fact that we were ex-confederates. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator will permit me to say that I was entirely 
prepared for the honorable avowal which he makes in reference to his 
disposition toward this general bill and the special acts of which he 
speaks. I wish tosay for myself, having by compulsion if not from dis- 
position become very familiar with applications for relief under special 
acts, that I have never known a single one to pass the Senate commit- 
tee or to pass this body where I do not believe the Senator from Mis- 
souri, himself being the judge, would have allowed the case and would 
have voted forit; and I have never known to be developed in the pub- 
lic prints or in the public councils a single instance where there was 
reason to believe that Congress had acted either injudiciously or too 
hastily or had been imposed upon fraudulently—not one. 

Mr. VEST. It is impossible for an exact issue to be made between 
the Senator from New Hampshire and myself as to his allegation. I 
have not been upon the Pension Committee. I have submitted—that 
is the word—to this legislation on account of the fact which I have 
mentioned, the fact that I was upon the losing side in the last war; 
and I have left this matter to those Senators more fortunate than my- 
self in that struggle, who represented the victorious side in that con- 
test. But when this bill is pending, breaking down what I conceive 
to be the real and correct principle of the whole pension system, rep- 
resenting as I do a border State which furnished about an equal num- 
ber of soldiers to each side in that conflict, I felt it my duty, against 
the delicacy of motive which has hitherto controlled me, to enter my 
protest against this legislation. 

I do not believe that any man is entitled to a pension from his coun- 
try unless after at least thirty-five years from his service, except under 
the contract which I have named, that so far as a pecuniary compensa- 
tion can do so the damages he received while in the service shall be 
repaired. This bill breaks down orignores that principle entirely. It 
is simply the precursor, the avant-coureur, to wider and broader 
legislation of giving within the near future a service pension to every 
man who served in the Union Army. 

The Senator from New Hampshire says that in each one of the indi- 
vidual cases no injustice was done, but on.the contrary yee justice 
was meted out tothe claimants. In the large jority, in fact I may 
say in all those cases the Pension Department passed upon the 
claims and refused them. 

Mr. BLAIR. Oh, no; not many. 

Mr. VEST. Well, it is passing strange that they came to Congress if 
their claims could be passed through the ordinary channel of the Pen- 
sion Bureau. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not wish to interrupt the Senator, but he is mis- 
led evidently. The cases which are reviewed by the Pension Commit- 
tee after having been acted upon by the Commissioner of Pensions are 
almost universally cases where by reason of defect in the formal proof, 
documentary or otherwise, the Pension Commissioner does not feel 
justified in making the allowance under the law. So far from the ac- 
tion of the committee being always a reversal of the opinion of the 
office in reference to these cases, the come mently to the 
——- with . letter from the ya eee in w ee 
men special act, the ting o ion, because, though 
elaim is just and equitable, by reason of the limitations of the law 
which confine him he can not meet the requirements of the case. 

Then there are many other cases where it was evident upon exami- 
nation that a good cause for pension existed and it is impossible, by rea- 
son of lapse of time or the destruction of testimony, to establish the 
case to the satisfaction of any technical mind; and yet a mind lookin 
upon the evidence from the standpoint of a master in woul 
find a verdict for the applicant. y cases of that kind come to Con- 


gress. 

It is not right to close without saying that in many instances the ac- 
tion of the office is directly overruled, and in that regard it may be 
proper to say that there seems to me to be no in assuming 
that the judgment of a member of the House of Representatives or a 
member of the Senate carefully given, after the examination of the 


Will the Senator permit me to ask him a question? 


facts in any particular case, is as likely to be right as that of a $1,200 
clerk. 

Mr. VEST. I do not doubt that there are numbers of cases which 
appeal to the equitable jurisdiction of Congress as i to use the 
expression, the common-law judgment of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions; but I do know, limited as my knowledge is on this subject, that 
there are numbers of pension bills which have failed in preceeding Con- 
gresses that have passed through this Congress. I know that within 
my personal knowledge. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator must know that as time passes on it is 
possible for the applicant to acquire new testimony and to strengthen 
his case, not by the development of falsehood but by the recovery of 
facts which previously had been lost to him. It does not follow that 
the case is fraudulently sustained simply because as time passes on it 
becomes stronger, nor does it follow that the original decision rejecting 
the case was itself right. 

Mr. VEST. I am not speaking of cases of fraud; I am speaking in 
regard to the sufficiency of proof. I know cases where the identical 
proof has failed in the preceding Congress and has been sufficient for 


this. 

Mr. BLAIR. That might be. 

Mr. VEST. I know bills that have received not a single vote in com- 
mittee which when one of these pension “ ” to use the word, 
has struck the committee or the Senate have passed through without 
question. The two hundred and forty bills that went to the President 
of the United States in one day embraced or caused an expenditure of 
$35,000 annuallyfrom the public Treasury. They received absolutely 
no attention in theSenate, and the only examination they had was from 
the Pension Committee. We have now, I am afraid to say how many 
moreof thesebillspending. TheCalendar evidences the fact that about 
half of it is taken up with individual pension bills, and they will be 
passed aftera report from the Pension Committee. So year after year, 
by general and special legislation, we are taking from the public Treas- 
ury enormous sums of money to enrich the claim agents and curbstone 
lawyers in the city of Washington without any demand for it on the part 
of the citizen soldiers of the country. 

I have a right to speak for some of these soldiers, because they are 
my political friends and supported me for my present position in the 
Senate. They went into the war and bared their breasts to shot and 
shell honestly for the country’s flag, and they deserve all credit and 
honor for it. ‘They took their chances in the storm of battle. If they 
survived uninj by wounds or disease, they bared their bosoms to 
the civic conflict, the struggle in civil life for emolument and honor 
upon an equal basis and footing with their fellow-citizensaround them. 
It is the and honor of the citizen-soldier of the United States 
that he does not ask from the country after the contract between him 
and the country is ended, after he has served as a soldier, and in the 
providence of God has escaped wounds and disease, that on account of 
some accident, some attack of typhoid fever, he may be en- 
abled to come to the Treasury and say, ‘'I escaped from the war un- 
touched, my contract with the country was ended, but I now propose 
to become a er upon the common Treasury of the people.”’ 

Mr. President, I am tired for one of being used by the pension-claim 
agents of Wash’ city to increase their spoils or by ambitious states- 
men to enhance their political fortunes. I am determined to make this 
issue with my own and I declare here to-day that I am not go- 
ing any further in ion in which we have been recklessly hur- 
rying. This bill means an indefinite raid upon the public Treasury for 
an indefinite time. ape ee tall eee Roma 
from the Treasury for pa a length of years beyon 
of any sagt tote on indefin ite amount of money, and [ 
shall vote for no such measure. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I do not intend to discuss the details 
of the bill; I only rise to make a few general remarks on the subject 
of pensions and to take this occasion to correct some statements whic) 
have gone out to the country. 

I would say in the outset that the present Commissioner of Pensions 
has made some reflection upon the late administration of the Pension 
t is a matter which I understand is now under considera- 
tion by a committee of this body. I therefore shall say nothing 
Fedljent. I shall leave it until the time. 
went into the Army of nited States went in 

came out disabled in any manner he should 
of a certain character. That was a contract as bind- 

General Government as the contract to pay its bonded 
other obligation of the United States. Further than that 
Government did not go; further than that there is no legal obliga- 
Government. Whether we t to pension the soldier 

because of occurrences of his grag 
addressed, first, I suppose to our economic judg- 
able to do it; and secondly, whether we ought 
services rendered with a proper regard for the 


in all portions of the world, and in all history, the men 
and fonght the battles of the country have occupied 
the affections of the people. Allnations have in 
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some way attempted to reward them for their devotion to their coun- 
try. If we were asked to vote money out of the Treasury for such a 
purpose when there happens to be a very large sum of money there 
not at present being used, I suppose the simple question to be pre- 
sented is, are we able to do it? I do not know that anybody has con- 
tended, or will contend, that the United States Government is not able 
to do not simply what it has contracted to do, but the generons thing, 
if it sees fit. : eres 

I say we made a contract with the soldier to pay him a pension in a 
certain contingency. We provided at once the machinery for deter- 
mining whether he was entitled to it under the contract. It was acon- 
tract on our part.as to which we reserved the right to determine for our- 
selves whether the ob existed. We called together a great 
number of people of moderate capacity, of but little learning, and we 
put them at work to adjudicate in our behalf as our employés upon the 
questions presented by these applicants, not for bounty but for what 
was rightfully the due the applicants under the contract. We denied 
to those people the opportunity of going into the market and hiring 
competent attorneys to represent them before our own tribunal created 
for the purpose of adjudicating their claims. We shut the doors of 
the Department against this class of men when they came there to in- 
quire what was their record except that they first came through the 
source and in the manner that we provided they should come. 

Year after year these men came and lodged their complaint before 
our tribunal, and complained year after year that we did not adjudi- 
cate upon their claims, but held them in until many a soldier 
who had lodged his complaint, before it became a matter of determi- 
nation, had beyond the benefits that were supposed to be con- 
ferred upon by his contract. Year after year they petitioned Con- 
gress for more efficient methods of adjudication. I recollect when I 
was in the Senate some years ago—and the honorable Senator from IIli- 
nois [Mr. LoGAn] referred to it yesterday—this Chamber resounded 
with the denunciations of claim agents and the fraudulent soldier claims 
that were presented. I remember that adistinguished Senator, whois 
not in the Chamber to-day, repeated day after day in the hearing of 
many members of the Senate that 10 per cent. of all the claims which 
had been allowed were fraudulent claims; and;as the Senator from 
Illinois said, for the purpose of determining whether the claims were 
fraudulent or aahecties was the purpose expressed—the Government 
went to work and first made out a list of every man who received a 
pension and the amount that he received, and then the lists were pub- 
lished in the eee over the United States, and the people 

i complaints as to any persons on the roll 
they could find who were not entitled to a pension. 


lam that I do not remember who introduced that resolution, 
because if I say anything of it that might be considered harsh it will 
not be . That resolution was introduced into this body at the 
bid beckof men who wanted to know who were the soldiers of the 
United States. It can be demonstrated that as much as $100, for that 
was developed recently where I had an opportunity to know, was paid 
for the first publication of that volume that was lodged in the second- 
hand book stores of this city. Thereupon every claim agent hired 
clerks and sat them down to write to those soldiers that they were not 
recei as much as they were entitled under the law to receive. Then 
a of applications from those men who believed they were not 

what the law entitled them to have, and who had been in- 
formed, by persons who asserted that they knew, that they were not 
80 recel it, and that if they would apply to them they would re- 
ceive an tional sum. 

I forgot to say that in the early legislation when we denied to the sol- 
dier the ity to select his own attorney, or at least to pay him 
what he saw fit, we fixed a provision in the statute that no attorney 
should be more than $25, and that he should not be paid until he 
the allowance of the claim. By the same method exactly 
that the pension-roll was made up and published that provision of the 
statute was repealed, and every claim agent was allowed to charge the 
sum of $10, and $10 only. That was done in the interest apparently and 
professedly of the soldier, but it was in the interest in fact of the claim 
agents of the country. 

I will arene moment before I allude to some other things to 
show how worked. A man started a claim agency; he sent out 
his cireularsall over the country to every soldier, whether he was on 
the roll or whether he was off the pension-roll, and solicited either that 
he should for a pensioh or that he should apply for an increased 
wun upon him as much as he could, to the extent of $10. 
' he had that done, he stopped. I do not think it is a stretch of 
imagination when I say that he turned the case, in some instances, over 

man and he to another from three to four and five times. 


i 


z 


Then some other fellow sat down and sent a circular and said, ‘‘I un- 
derstand your claim has dragged. Your agent does not press it. Send 
i Then to the new agent it went with another payment. 
When he got what he could get out of the claimant, to the extent of 
miei. another, and so it went on by collusion ad infini- 
tum just as long as the soldier would respond. 





sions. 


could be rejected. 





The claim agents, I am glad to say, were not all of that character. 
There were very many reputable men who did their duty before the 
Department in an honest and straightforward way as an attorney would 
do it in court. 

Subsequently there was a revision of that provision and the old law was 
restored. The effect was that there was no inducement for a man then 
to get up a false, fictitious claim to induce a soldier to send in a plea 
for a pension when he knew he had not any claim, and it relieved the 
office of a great number of claims, and relieved the soldiers from being 
robbed by a class of unworthy men. 

Now, I wish to come back to what has been so often said about the 
fraud upon the Treasury of the United States by the granting of pen- 

In the first place, I want to reiterate again that we have not 
paid a dollar except as we contracted to pay, unless in the few cases 
which have gone through here when there was a lack of evidence of 
such a character as would enable the Department of the Interior to 
grant the pension. Those are insignificant in number, and in the great 
majority of cases, as I can say from an experience on the Committee on 
Pensions, there could be no doubt but that the soldier was entitled te 
receive his pension but for lack of some connecting link of proof that 
he failed to get. 

The cry that there was fraud in the pension laws affected the Pen- 
sion Office. I have no hesitation in saying that but a few years ago 
there was a feeling in the Pension Office that every application which 
came in was a fraud, and that every clerk regarded it as his duty to 
hunt out and, if possible, find some method by which the application 
I do not know, and nobody will ever be able to de- 
termine, how many men have claims pending that ought to be allowed. 
There are one hundred and fifty thousand invalid pension claims still 
pending and undetermined—more perhaps than that, but at least that 
number. A great many persons who are entitled to pensions will never 
be able to make the proof; others will never make the proof because 
of their ignorance. 

I have had some considerable observation and some experience in 


these matters, and I have found that it was impossible and it will be 


impossible with the best administration of the office to prevent errors 


and mistakes with the materials that are furnished the Pension Office 


for the adjudication of these claims. I recollect during my. previous 


term in the Senate a case was called to my attention of an old woman 
whom I had known in the western part of the State of New York who 


had lost a son in battle. There was no question about his having been 
killed in defense of his country; no question of that kind was pre- 


sented to the Department; but when the evidence was presented the 


Department said to the old lady, ‘‘ You have not produced proper evi- 
dence as to the fact that this man was your son;’’ and she was told, 
** You must obtain the evidence of some person who was present when 
the child was born and send that tothe Department.’’ The old woman 
sat down and waited for fifteen long years under the impression that 
that was the law, under the impression that she must produce that 
proof or else she could not get a pension. It was only by accident that 
I discovered that such a demand had been made upon this old woman, 
and when she was eighty years of age, after having supported herself 
for seventeen years by her toil and her labor, she finally got a pension. 
The stupidity of a clerk or of a pension agent had kept her out of it, 
not the ingratitude of the Government; and the records are full of 
cases of that kind, and they ever will be while you have human 
agents to determine such questions. Now and then undoubtedly an 
agent errs on the other side, and occasionally it is probably true that 
somebody gets a pension who is not strictly entitled to it under the law. 

But I remember in 1880, if that was the time, when there seemed to 
be so much anxiety, when we allowed to the Secretary of the Interior 
additional force for the purpose of detecting frauds, and when we filled 
the country everywhere with the agents of the Government investigat- 
ing the question whether these men were entitled to be on the roll or 
not; when we called upon all their neighbors and everybody in connec- 
tion with them or who knew anything about them to send in their 
complaints, we did not find the half of 1 per cent.—not one man in two 
hundred was found to be on the roll without being entitled to be there. 
Since that time the Department has been furnished with additional 
agents, and the system of investigation of those claims has been ma- 
terially improved. There are now in the fieid at least one hundred and 
fifty men of a better class and better grade, who are sent out, and the 
Commissioner sends them anywhere that he pleases whenever there is 
acomplaint. An anonymous letter, charging that a soldier is receiving 
a pension to which he is not entitled, is received, and even such a let- 
ter always has found, and always should find, ready response. The 
Commissioner sends a person there at once to investigate the case, and if 
it is found that the man is not entitled to a pension he is dropped off the 
roll; or if there is doubt about it he is dropped off the roll. 

Mr. President, I recollect about a year ago, owing toa change of ad- 
ministration, there was a good deal said about the purging of the roll. 
I do not contend that anybody connected with the administration was 
responsible for it; I have no reason to suppose that any person charged 
with pension affairs was; I want to make a disclaimer of that; but 


the newspapers contained from time to time statements that at such 
a place, at Boston for example, there had been so many dropped from 
the roll, at Chicago so many had been dropped from the roll, and that 
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the roll was now being purged of all the dishonest. and fraudulent | than he is entitled te receive from this Government. I deo not belic,. 


claims which had been allowed under previous administrations. I re- 
collect that just about a year agoa man came here from the State of 
New York who announced that he had come to the conclusion that he 
had been receiving a pension from the Government long enough. He 
was receiving a large pension, $72 a month, and he said that he had 
received more than he ought to receive, that he \vas able to take care 
of himself, and he came here and proposed te svrrender his pension. 
The newspapers were full of the fact that this reform had reached even 
the pensioners themselves and that they too were about to assist in 
purging the roll of the fraudulent claims. It turned out a few days 
afterward that this poor, unfortunate fellow was an es lunatic 
from one of the asylums in New York, and he was soon returned to 
the asylum, where I am sorry to say he is still confined. 

If there are persons improperly on the pension-roll it is practically 
the fault of the Government, for all the agencies that are necessary have 
heen given to the Department for the purpose of eliminating such frauds. 
I do not myself believe that there is any considerable number of such 
cases in existence, while I do believe that, under the technical rules 
which have been adopted from time to time by the Department, there 
are thousands of people who have appli¢d who are not reeeiving pen- 
sions to which they are properly entitled, and that there are others who 
have been detersed from making applications by the strictness of the 
rules. 

Up to 1884 it was the rule that a man who went into the Army, who 
was accepted by the Gavernment after an examination as to his physical 
ability, had to prove that he was a sound man when he entered the 
Army, and thousands of cases were rejected because the applicants 
could not submit such proof. C has since provided another rule, 
that the presumption should be that the man was sound when he en- 
listed in the Army. 

Here I want to refer to the last report of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, in which I find that there were 345,125 pensioners on the roll. 
I find thatduring the last year 15,233 persons were dropped, or less than 
5 per cent. of the whole numberontheroll. I believe that a great many 
people in the United States, when that statement is made, suppose that 
those whose names were dropped from the roll weredropped because they 
were improperly there. Of thisnumberof invalid loners the names 
of 3,998 were dropped because they were dead; of widows and depend- 
ent relatives 1,694 were dead, and so on, until the total number who 
were dropped from the roll on account of death, remarriage, or because 
they were minors coming to the age fixed by legal limitation, or be- 
cause the pensioners had failed to call for their pensions and for other 
causes not given, including frauds and all other things, was less than 
2,000, or 1,914 to be exact, a mere bagatelle, and only a small percent- 
age of these were dropped, mind you, because they ought never to have 
been upon the roll, 

Mr. President, I did not intend to make any extended remarks upon 
the question of pensions. I simply rose to say that I have always re- 
garded the obligation of the Government to pay the soldier equal to 
that to pay any other debt. We talk a great deal about the 
of the pension-list, as if it was something that we ought not to have 
paid, something that we might have a or from which we might 
have eseaped. I suppose we need not have paid the nearly $3,000,000, - 
000 that we owed when the war closed. I suppose we might have re- 
pudiated it, and we could have repudiated it and stood before the world 
in a great deal better condition than if we should repudiate our con- 
tracts with the men who fought for us at $13 a month. Wehave paid 
to the pensioners in the United States $744,000,000; we have paid as 
interest on the debt to the men who loaned the money to carry on the 
war more than three times thatsum, and we are paying their debt be- 
sides. We have no right to repudiate either obligation. are 
beth sacred and should be kept, and to the satisfaction of us all the 
Government is able to its both to the men who loaned 
it the money and to the men who fought its battles. 

We boast sometimes that we have dealt liberally with the soldiers, 
and we also boast of the total amount we have paid them when we want 
to congratulate ourselves as a nation that we havedone so much. We 
figure up and say we pay $65,000,000 a year topensioners. We donot 
pay any more than we contracted to pay, and we do not pay any very 
magnificent sum to the men who took their lives in their hands and 
maintained the integrity of the nation. 

I have here the list showing the amount that we are paying, to which 
I referred yesterday when the Senator from Illinois was speaking, and 
I will refer to it again. 

We are paying 1,260 persons $1 a month. We are paying, as I said 
yesterday, $2 a month to 26,134—$2 a month or $24a year. We are 
paying to 60,268 persons $4 a month or a little less than $50 a year. 
We are paying to 34,639 pensioners $6 a month. When you reach $12 
a@ month you have got 15,480 receiving that amount. Then we rise to 
some of the higher numbers, and we have pensioners at $40, $47, $48, 
$50, $72, one at $75, and one at $100. 

Mr. President, the one at $100 is the present Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, and I do not mention it to say anything to his discredit. I say 
here and now, whatever criticism TS eee 
the pension, that, in my judgment, 


any man whe is in his condition in consequence of his service to t},.. 
country ought to be asked to take less money as long as there isa do|!,;; 
in the Treasury. I think, on the contrary, that many of these men w}), 
are receiving the pittance of a dollar a month, of $2 a month, of §} , 
month, and $5 a menth, ought to be receiving double the latter sum .. 
compensation for what they are suffering and under the contract, 
I want to say here that I am satisfied the Department has never bec) 
overliberal in rating these people high. Why? Because there |), 
been such a thundering at the door of the office against large pension.. 
and such a cry as if it was an extravagance, that he has to be a ver, 
courageous officer who goes beyond the very strictest letter of the |, 

Mr. President, I believe the proposition to put the Mexican war <o!- 
diers upon the pension-roll, without reference to their disability, wit); 
out reference to their poverty, has met with the universal approval 0: 
the gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber. I recognize the gre. 
service rendered by the Mexican war veterans; I recognize the fact tha 
they earved out of Mexico for usan empire that has added incalcul:})), 
to the wealth of the country, that has strengthened it and made it gre«: 
and powerful; but I do not recognize their services as to be compare: 
with those of the men who went out to battle for the integrity of the 
country, to save its territorial integrity, to save its principles, and 
maintain it intact as a nation. They are entitled to immeasur:))! 
more than the other men. They are entitled to greater credit becaus. 
the work was greater, inasmuch as human liberty, human freedom. 
greater than dollars and cents or territorial area; and if we can vo' 
service pensions to the one we ought to vote them to the other; and : 
we can vote them to but one we should vote them to the men who hav. 
rendered, in my judgment, the greatest service that men have render 
to governments in modern times. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I said yesterday all that I desired : 
say in reference to the general features of this bill, but I wish to re), 
for a moment toa remark made by the Senator from Missouri [ \!:. 
Vest] who is not now in his seat. 

I have never heard an argument in this Chamber that I considered 
substantially good ijn opposition to granting a pension to a soldier wh) 
was di from wounds or disease, or from any misfortune that ha 
befallen him where it was owing to no fault on his part; but the arzu- 
ment resorted to to-day is the same one that has been resorted to for yv:..- 
whenever a bill was before the Congress of the United States to grant 
pensions. The objection was, first, the amount to be taken out of the 
Treasury; second, that agents about this city were building brown- 
stone fronts. Ihave heard thatargumentadozen times. Asto whetlic 
they build brown-stone fronts or any other kind of fronts I have naught 
to say, for I do not know; but I will say in reply to the Senator tha: 
no pension agent can obtain a pension for a soldier under the law un 
less that soldier is entitled to it, provided the officers of the Govern- 
ment do their duty. 

What answer is it to the misfortunes of a man who is entitled unde: 
the law to a pension to say that some attorney may ask to be 1 
agent in obtaining his pension? Is that an answer to his disabilit, 
Is that an answer to his misfortune? Is that an answer to the equi 
in his case aS to whether he shall be allowed a pension by this (ioy- 
ernment or shall have it refused? Why, sir, this red rag has }<en 
shaken in the Senate Chamber time and again. If men can not | 
frightened by the amount that is to be for these unfortuna! 
soldiers, next we are told it is the pension agents of Washington cit) 
who are urging these bills. : 

Sir, if the Senator were present I would tell him who was the ou!y 
man whe has spoken to me on this subject. Pension agents may :\\: 
sought the Senator’s presence, but they have not been seeking mine. | 
have had letters from poor unfortunate soldiers, which I frequently re- 
ceive and always respond to; but aside from letters the only applic:- 
tion was from a poor unfortunate man from the State of New York, lcz- 
less, walking on wooden legs. Hecame tome and discussed this que-- 
tion of pensions, and he is the only man who has done it outside of t)s 
Chamber. If that man without legs, who lost them in battle for his 
country, is one of the pension agents who are to be benefited, in (ols 
name let him be ted. Ihave never heard of him as a pension 
agent; but if that men can be benefited by the 
Congress of the United States doing for them that which in my jud¢- 


ment is honorable and is a duty incumbent on the representatives 0! 
the people, I am ready now and at all times to doit. I will repe:' 
what I said , that I have no respéct for a government whi) 
allows the who has become a wreck, not by his own iat 
bat by mistortune either by disease or by any aeident tha may hap- 
pen to him, to and which says to him, ‘‘ True, you helped sa\« 
our country when it was in its direst trouble, and now that misfor(t\\"" 


E 


overtaken you, though the Treasury is plethoric, we must eco! 
j iti s unfortunate, but there is a pension agent |) 
town who might make money, and therefore you shall not}. 


President, such arguments as these are unworthy of the Sena'- 
should be, ‘‘Is he entitled 
If he is, give it to him; if he is not, 
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Mr. CAMERON. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- _ Now, Mr. President, a word as to the origin ot this particular bill 
tion of executive business. ait further than the precedents to which [ have alluded. I hold in my 
Mr. BLAIR. I hope the Senator will withhold that motion for five | hand the printed minutes of a hearing before the Committee on Pen- 
minutes. There are a few observations I wish to make. sions accorded to George S. Merrill, Louis Wagner, James Tanner, John 
Mr. CAMERON. I prefer to insist on the motion. __ | C. Linehan, and John 8S. Kountz, whowere the committee of the Grand 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MiTcHELL, of Oregon, inthechair). | Army of the Republic charged with the recommendation of what the 
The Senator from Pennsylvania moves that the Senate proceed to the | Grand Army deems to be necessary pension legislation, and among the 
consideration of executive business. various items of legislation which they indorse and recommend is pre- 
| 


Mr. BLAIR. I hope the motion will not prevail, for five minutes at | cisely that which is contained in this bill. It is a bill indorsed, so far 
least. as I know, universally by the soldier element of the country, and not 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate is not in order. by them only, but by the great mass of our liberal-minded citizens who 
Mr. BLAIR. I only want five minutes. have given attention to the wantsand necessities of the soldiery through- 
Mr. CAMERON. ‘Then I withdraw the motion. outthe land. I wish to read a remark made by General Merrill before 
Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, theintimation that this bill is the off- | the committee: 
spring of the mercenary brain of claim agents is as far from. the truth Of the nearly three lundred thousand cases pending in the Pension Oftice thi 
: i ; grea m are dcinyed because 0 siack of evidence, anc eevidence can not 
which eae aes ater’ hess ae tae clichoent = Coneniuand bec anes thew omnes de ~ I nay eum net eeahans the ~ And 


unless some general provision of this kind is passed giving these men pensions 
whatever. The principle involved in this bill was incorporated in our | that are to-day disabled, it is coteensitile for aie to get senalene, and they must 
legislation, as I have already stated, as early as the year 1888, andina go to = almshous¢ s. It isa public scandal fe r that to oceur. Just ae a 
more emphatic form than it is embraced in this bill, It continued to | Joe Oo, ee Feees 88 hat we were opposed to the eight 
be the law with reference to the soldiers of the Revolutionary war and 
their widows for fourteen years, when a service pension pure and sim- 
ple, giving to all those soldiers and their widows a pension at a speci- 
tied rate rdless of disability and regardless of want or dependence, 
was cnaaell take law. 

Then again we have by a proposition not adopted in the year 1858, 
but the adoption of which was delayed unquestionably by the outbreak 
of the war, rendering it by reason of its great burdens impossible for us 
to assume it earlier, and the adoption of which was for that reason de- 
ferred until 1871, asserted the same principle by legislation and applied 
it to the soldiers and the widows of the soldiers of the war of 1812. And 


dollars-a-month pension bill. 


He is alluding now to the service-pension bill which so many favor, 
applicable to the soldiers of the late war. 


We have been endeavoring to sustain that position 


That is, of opposition to that bill— 

We have been endeavoring to sustain that position, but to-day the cight-dol 
lars-a-month bill is beeoming a more formidable question than ever before 
Perhaps we see it more closely, for we have been making the fight against it in 
the Grand Army. I see by a telegraphic dispatch to-day from New York that 
the assembly of that State has passed a resolution in favor of a universal! pensio 
bill. Now, you may pass such a bill, but it does not remedy any of the othe: 
defects or deficiencies of the pension legislation. Indeed, it gives a well man a 
: : . : " pension to the actual disadvantage of the disabled soldier, and the well man 
on more than one occasion, I think three times, the House of Represe nt- ought to stand back and let the cripplesget a pension first. This ideais gather- 
atives has passed a service-pension bill, pure and simple, in favor of | ing force, because Congress in the last two years has not sueceeded in passing 
the survivors of the Mexican war. Once the Senate has passed that | bills which have passed the Senate or the House. Between the House and Sen- 
bill. So th inciple i lved h. d its ext ion to th vhoare | 2t¢ this legislation has failed, and it is this failure that is giving the impetus to 

“= pie involv ere and 118 exsension 086 WO the cight-dollar-a-month bill to-day. I know that the pension committee of the 
without any pendence, any need, or any disalility, has been in all | Grand Army can not stand up much longer in the Grand Army of the Republic 
these instances already indorsed in the history of legislation, and to and contest the passage of the eight-dollar-a-month bill unless something is 
fail to indorse it at the present time would be to institute an exception done speedily. caitae =o : , 
in regard to those soldiers who preserved the unity of our institutions And their recommendation is that this bill be enacted into law which 
and the integrity of our territory. will simply provide for all those who are disabled to earn their living 

It is true, sir, that it is at the present time proposed te extend the and must be assisted from some source. Now, this particular bill is a 
benefits of the public bounty, if you choose so to call it, to this class bill which I had myself the honor to originate and to write, wW ithout 
of disabled and dependent men a littJe earlier than was done in the suggestion from any mortal being, and introduce into the Senate of 
case of the Revolutionary soldiers; but it is to be remembered that the Forty-eighth Congress, first session; and it is Senate bill No. 1342 
the exactions of war in these modern times are even greater than they of that session. That bill went tothe committee. Presently a bill 
were then. Arms are more deadly; the exactions of campaign life are | ©2™° from the House, and was referred to the Senate Committee on 

than they were then. Beyond this, the wealth of the country, Pensions, was taken charge of by the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Ccr- 
its to assist those who are in need of assistance, is altogether | 10™ ], and in committee the provisions of this bill were incorporated. 
out o rtion to what it was in the earlier day. At the time when It was reported to the Senate and moved as anamendment to the Mex 
auntie eemmed the burden of assistance to the indigent soldiers | ican pension bill of the House. So, then, I am able to state that this 
of the Revolution we were in the most adverse industrial cireum- | ™esure originates, not in the brain of any claim agent whatever; it 
stances known at any period of our history since the Revolutionary | originates with the soldiers of the country and in the necessities of th« 
war itself and the few years which immediately followed it before the | case. Itis the natural outgrowth of the sentiment of public justic 
of the Government. And yet notwithstanding those cir- which the whole nation, I believe, will be glad to recognize in the en- 

cumstances the nation assumed a far heavier pecuniary burden then | *¢tment of this bill into law. 





than it is that we take upon our shoulders now, when we have [ give way now to the Senator from Pennsylvania. 
a plethoric Treasury and billions upon billions of property untaxed le : Mr. CAMER( IN. I move that the senate proces d to the conside1 \- 
and as yet nothing whatever into the national coffers. | ton of executive business. 


Why, sir, the funds which we have in our Treasury, as we all know, Mr. MORGAN. Before that is done I desire to offer an amendment 
are levied upon personal habits which it would be better to dispense to the bill before the Senate, and I ask that it be read at the desk. 
with, upon commodities which it would be better for the country were | The Curer CLERK. It is proposed to add as a new section: 
they entirely destroyed save for a few legitimate purposes, and upon | | S*c.—. Any pension that is payable under this act, and is not provided for wi 
the Inxuries of life as they. are introduced from foreign lands. Stb- | (on aaa ae a on aa oe Seat 
two-thirds of the income of this Government is levied upon | the secretary of the Treasury shall report to Congress by the luth of December. 
our customs; and that tariff makes its collections almost universally, 1886, what rate percent. of taxation upon the capital stock of corporations wil 
so every Genatas Knows and a0 the whole country knows, upon articles | (2 include in such estimate any corporation whows capital tock {slow than $9 
necessaries of wealth and is 


009, nor any corporation created to promote religion, good morals, charity, edu- 


but a redistribution to the masses at large of money which it would | cation, or health. 


be better had it never accumulated in the form of the large possessions HOUSE BILLS REYERRED. 

and the large fortunes of our wealthier people. The PRESIDING OFFICER. Before submitting the question to the 
It is thus, Mr. President, an absolute blessing to take the money | Senate on the motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cam 

which we have obtained by the customs service of the country and dis- | Enon] the Chair will lay before the Senate bills from the House o 


te it among the people at large, and the same observation might 
made with reference to the income from the internal-revenue system. 


Allusion has been made to the alleged fact that the increases of pen- | € 
sion, of which there have been some instances in the present Congress, | 1 
add to the fees of the claim agent; but thatisnotthecase. Thearrears- | t 
of-pension bill adds very slightly to the fees of the agents. It was not 
designed to do so at all, because the arrears are never paid save where 


Representatives for reference. 

The bill (H. R. 6392) making appropriations for the diplomatic and 
onsular service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
887, and for other purposes, was read twice by its title, and referred to 
he Committee on Appropriations. 

The bill (H. R. 7087) authorizing and directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to extend the time for the payment of the purchase-money in 
there has been already a favorable adjudication and the fees of the agent | the sale of the reservation of the Otoe and Missouria tribes of Indians 

paren oe that. adjudication whether there are any arrears paid | in the States of Nebraska and Kansas, was read twice by its title, and 
case is established or not, and most of those arrears were paid | referred to the Committee on Indian A ffuirs. 
a direct order from the Government itself without the interposition The bill (H. R. 8188) to admit free of duty a certain lecturn for th 
an any agent atall. Sothe point made by theSen- | use of the Saint Luke’s Episcopal church in the parish of Kalamazoo, 
ator that or i ing existing pensions | Mich., was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


e 
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legislation increasing 
is in the interest of claim ‘ign is entirely aside of the mark. Finance. 
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The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads: 

A bill (H. R. 3173) for the'relief of Samuel H. Fleming; and 

A bill (H. R. 5890) for the relief of Grafton Monroe. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the Senator from Pennsylvania will not press 
his motion now. ; 

Mr. CAMERON. I insist on my motion. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. TheSenator from Pennsylvania moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. HOAR. y call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. KENNA (when Mr. SAULSBURY’s name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY] is paired with the Senator from 
Rhode Island [Mr. Cuace]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Iam paired with the Senator from Nebraska 
[Mr. MANDERSON]. 

Mr. FAIR (after having voted in the affirmative). I withdraw my 
vote. Iam paired with my colleague [Mr. Jones, of Nevada], who 
is not in his seat. 

Mr. PALMER. I am paired with the Senator from North Carolina 
[Mr. VANCE]. I donot know how he would vote if present, and there- 
fore I withhold my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 32, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—32. 
Berry, Dolph, Harrison, 
Brown, Eustis, Hawley, 
Call, Evarte, Ingalls, 
Camden, George, Kenna, 
Cameron, Gibson, Maxey, 
Cockrell, Gorman, Miller, 
Coke, Gray, Mitchell of Oreg., Wilson of Iowa, 
Colquitt, Harris, Morgan, Wilson of Md. 
NAYS—17. 
Aldrich, dmunds, Mahonc, Teller, 
Allison, Frye, Morrill, Van Wyck. 
Blair, Hoar, Sawyer, 
Cullom, are. Sherman, 
Dawes, - McMillan, Spooner, 
ABSENT—27. 
Beck, Hale, Manderson. 
Blackburn, Hampton, Mitchell of Pa., 
Bowen, Hearst, Palmer, 
Butler, Jones of Arkansas, Payne, 
Chace, Jones of Florida, Pike, 


Conger, Jones of Nevada, Platt, 
Fair, McPherson, Piumb, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. "After one hour and twenty-nine minutes 
spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 50’clock and 
17 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned to Monday, May 17, at 12 
o’ clock m. 


Riddleberger, 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate the 14th day of May, 1886. 


DISTRICT JUDGE. 


Henry F. Seversens, of Michigan, to be United States district judge 
for the western district of Michigan, vice Solomon L. Withey, deceased. 


UNITED STATES MARSHALS. 

Thomas E. Kelly, of Nevada, to be marshal of the United States for 
the district of Nevada, vice P. 8. Corbett, whose commission will ex- 
pire May 17, 1886. 

David C. Fulon, of Wisconsin, to be marshal of the United States for 
the we- .n district of Wisconsin, vice F. W. Oakley, whose commis- 
sion will expire May 24, 1886. 

POSTMASTER. 

John C. Pennewill, to be postmaster at Dover, Kent County, Dela- 

ware, rice Andrew Smithers, whose commission expires May 16, 1886. 


ASSISTANT SURGEON IN THE NAVY. 


Charles Philip Henry, of Pennsylvania, to be an assistant surgeon 
in the Navy, to fill a vacancy in that grade. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate, May 6, 1886. 
ASSISTANT TREASURER. 


James T. Healy, of Illinois, to be assistant treasurer of the United 
States at Chicago, Ilinois. 


May 14, 


DIRECTOR OF THE MINT. 
James P. Kimball, of Pennsylvania, to be Director of the Mint. 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 
Robert 8. Shields, ef Ohio, to be attorney of the United States for 
the northern district of Ohio. 
UNITED STATES CONSUL. 
Henry W. Gilbert, of Fort Montgomery, N. Y., to be consul of ihe 
United States at Trieste. 
SUPERVISING INSPECTOR OF STEAM-VESSELS. 
William D. Robinson, of New York, to be supervising inspector of 
steam-vessels for the ninth district. 
SURVEYOR OF CUSTOMS. 
Thomas F. Donvan, of New York, to be surveyor of customs for the 
port of Patchogue, in the State of New York. 
APPRAISER OF MERCHANDISE. 
Nathan B. Gatchell, of New York, to be appraiser of merchandise in 
the district of Buffalo Creek, in the State of New York. 
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 


James Tilton, of New Jersey, to be collector of customs for the dis- 
trict of Great Egg Harbor, in the State of New Jersey. 


ASSISTANT COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

George D. Borton, of New Jersey, to be assistant collector of customs 
for the port of Camden, in the district of Philadelphia, in the State of 
Pennsy!vania. 

REGISTER OF LAND OFFICE- 

Chester H. Warner, of Colfax, Wash., to be register of the land office 
at Walla Walla, Wash. 

RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 

William M. Garrard, of Lawrenceville, Ill., to be receiver of public 
moneys at Cheyenne, Wyo. 

John W. Leigh, of California, to be receiver of public moneys at San 
Francisco, Cal. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 

Passed Assistant Engineer George W. Stivers, to be a chief cnginecr 
in the Navy, from the 18th of December, 1885. 

Passed Assistant Engineer William W. Heaton, to bea chief engine: 
in the Navy, from the 26th of January, 1886. 

APPOINTMENT IN THE NAVY. 

Charles Edward Woodruff, of Pennsylvania, to be an assistant sur- 
geon in the Navy. 

POSTMASTERS. 

James W. Satcher, to be postmaster at Union Springs, in the county 
of Bullock and State of Alabama. 

George W. McMillen, to be postmaster at Mount Sterling, in the 
county of Brown and State of Illinois. 

Henry W. Cook, to be postmaster at Michigan City, in the county 
of La Porte and State of Indiana. 

Herman Freygang, to be postmaster at Angola, in the county of 
Steuben and State of Indiana, in place of Francis Macartney 

uire L. Major, to be postmaster at Shelbyville, in the county of 


Squire 
-Shtlby and State of Indiana. 


Juliette M. Jones, to be P+ seemed at Cambridge City, in the 
county of 7 State 

Edward L. Garcelon, to be postmaster at Winchester, Middlese 
County, Massachusetts. 

John T. Irion, to be postmaster at Paris, Henry County, Tennessee. 

John H. Saxton, to be postmaster at De Witt, Clinton County, Iowa. 

Charles O. Thiebald, to be postmaster at Vevay, Switzerland County, 


Indiana. 
Frank Brown, to be postmaster at Baltimore, Baltimore County, Mary- 
land. 


—- 


REJECTION. 
Eexcutive nomination rejected by the Senate May 6, 1886. 
POSTMASTER. 


John L. Handley, to be postmaster at Fairfield, in the county o! 
Wayne and State of Illinois. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 14, 1886. 


GOVERNOR OF MONTANA TERRITORY. 
Samuel T. Hauser, of Helena, Mont., to be governor of the Territory 
of Montana. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF MINT. 


Gabriel Montegut, of Louisiana, to be superintendent of the mint of 
the United States at New Orleans, in the State of Lousiana. 








1886. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


4509 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 14, 1886. 
The House met at 11 o'clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. Mrtpury, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
NON-PAYING CUSTOM-IIOUSES, ETC. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Sec- 


retary of the Treasury, with accompanying papers, in response to a res- 
olution of the House calling for information in regard to custom-houses 
or ports of entry at which the expense to the Government exceeds the 


revenue collected; and submitting draught of a bill to fix salaries of 


collectors and officers of customs and to consolidate customs districts; 
which was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES, TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, asking authority to apply a certain unex- 
pended balance of appropriation ‘‘ for fuel, &c.,’’ to supply deficiency 
in ions ‘‘ for contingent expenses, Treasury Department, gas, 
&e.,’? for the current fiscal year; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

SORGHUM AND BEET SUGAR. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Commis- 


sioner of A ture, transmitting certain papers in response to a res- 
olution of nee calling ene: concerning the process and 
metheds of making sorghum and beet sugar; which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 


REFERENCE OF SENATE BILL. 


The SPEAKER, under the rule, laid before the House a bill of the 
Senate of the following title; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed, 


— 
A (S. 1532) to regulate commerce. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. GRosvENOR, indefinitely, on account of ill health and press- 
—— 

‘o Mr. HILt, until Wednesday next. 
8T. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, KALAMAZOO. 

. BURROWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to discharge 
the ttee of the Whole House from the further consideration of 
the bill (H. R. 8188) to admit free of duty a certain lecturn for the use 
of the St. Luke’s Episcopal church, in the parish of Kalamazoo, Mich., 
and put the same upon its 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read subject to objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit éc., That the of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and toadmit free of duty, at the custom-house in Boston, Mass., 
a cross lecturn, for the use of the St. Luke’s Episcopal church, of the parish of 
oe imported by Rev. R. E. Jones, the rector of said church, and 

The Committee on Ways and Means recommend the adoption of the 
following amendments: 

Strike out the word “ cross,” in the fifth line, and insert “ brass ;’’ and fill the 
blank in the eighth line by inserting “‘ Messrs. Jones, McDuffie, and Stratton.” 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be 


and read a third time; 
and 


it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
a and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


le. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
SAMUEL H. FLEMMING. 


Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, Iask unanimous 
consent to the Committee of the Whole from the further con- 
sideration — of (H. R. 3173) for the relief of Samuel H. Flem- 
ming put the same upon its passage. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, That the proper accou ffi f the anc 
he is hereby. “ieetens to pay to Samuel 1 e ain of North Carstins. he 
sum of $206.66, for carrying the United States mails in North Carolina in 1570. 

There being no objection, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
prmeedpa - and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 

ime, 

Mr. J IN, of North Carolina, moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PUBLIC BUILDING, WICHITA, KANS. 


Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent — 
Mr. MORRISON. Regular orde. 








The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded. 

Mr. PETERS. I hope the gentleman will withdraw the ca!l fora 
moment to enable me to ask consent to pass this bill. 

Mr. MORRISON, I will withdraw tbe call. 

Mr. PETERS. I ask unanimous consent to discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union from the further con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 1387) for the completion of a public building 
at Wichita, Kans., and put the same upon its passage. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the additional sum of $50,000 is hereby appropriated for 
the completion of a suitable building, with fire-proof vaults therein, for the ac- 
commodation of the post-office, United States courts,and other Government 
otices,at the city of Wichita, State of Kansas, to be expended by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, subject to the requirements of an act for that purpose approved 
March 3, 188. The limit of cost prescribed in said act is hereby extended as 
aforesaid, and no plan shall be approved which will involve an expenditure for 


site and building complete, including approaches, greater than the limit herein 
fixed, 


The SPEAKER. 
the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PETERS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 


Is there objection to the present consideration of 


passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
OTOE AND MISSOURIA INDIANS. 
Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 


to discharge the Committee of the Whole House from the further con- 


sideration of the bill (H. R. 7087) authorizing and directing the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to extend the time for the payment of the purchase- 
money on the sale of the reservation of the Otoe and Missouria tribes 


of Indiansin the States of Nebraska and Kansas, and put the same upon 
its passage. 


The SPEAKER. The bill will be read subject to objection. 
The bill is as follows: 


Beitenacted, &c., That the Secretary ofthe Interior is hereby authorized and di- 


rected to extend thetime forthe payment of the purchase-money under the sale 
made under an act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the sale of the remainder of 
the reservation of the confederate Otoe and Missouria tribes of Indians, in the 
Siates of Nebraska and Kansas, and forother 
terest shall be paid at the rate now provided 
That such extension shall be for five years only from the time said pay ments 
have or shall become due. 


urposes:"’ Provided, That the in- 
y said act: And provided further, 


The SPEAKER. 
the bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DORSEY. I ask consent, Mr. Speaker, to submit an amend- 
ment, which is recommended by the Committee on Indian Affairs, ex- 
tending the time also to the Omaha reservation. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

That the provisions of this act shall be, and are hereby, extended to the pur- 


Is there objection to the present consideration of 


chasers of lands in the Omaha Indian reservation in the State of Nebraska. 


Mr. MORRISON. I shall object to the amendment. 

Mr. DORSEY. Then I withdraw it. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska, moved to reconsider the vote by which 


the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


GRAFTON MONROE. 


Mr. COMPTON. I ask unanimous consent to take from the Private 
Calendar, and have considered at this time, the bill (H. R. 5890) for the 
relief of Grafton Monroe. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Depart” 
ment be, and he is hereby, directed, in adjusting the accounts of Grafton Mon- 
roe, late postmaster at Annapolis, Md., tocredit him, the said Grafton Monroe, in 
his accounts as such postmaster, with $4,315.13, the same being for postage- 
stamps and money-order funds burglariously stolen from the post-office at An- 
napolis, Md., on the morning of February 4, 1881, said credit being reeommended 
by the then Postmaster-Gencral aftera full investigation of all the circumstances 
attending said burglary. 

Sec, 2. That the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Departmeut be, 
and he is hereby,directed,in adjusting the accounts of Grafton Monroe, late 
postmaster at Annapolis, Md., to credit him, the said Grafton Monroe, in his 
accounts as such postmaster, with $2,430, the same being for postal funds bur- 
glariously stolen from the post-office at Annapolis, Md., on the morning of Feb- 
ruary 4, 1881: Provided, That it shall be proven to the satisfaction of said Audi- 
tor that said postal funds were lost as aforesaid without fault or negligence upon 
the part of said postmaster. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the read time, and passed. 
Mr. COMPTON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 


passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I ask unanimous consent to dis- 
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charge the Committee of the Whole from the further consideration of 
the bill H. R. 2156, and that the same be now considered. 

Mr. MORRISON. I objeet, and demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the Chair will 
proceed to call the committees for reports of a private nature. 


FREDERICK ROBERTSON. 


Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 1860) granting a pen- 
sion to Frederick Robertson; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with adverse recommendations bills of the following titles; which 
were laid on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be 
printed: 

A bill (H. R. 5751) granting a pension to Jacob Holder; 

A bill (H. R. 8065) for the relief of Daniel Killigan; 

A bill (H. R. 6252) granting a pension to Susan V. Young; 

A bill ie R. 6585) granting a pension to Lottie E. Dietrich; and 

A bill (H. R. 3643) granting a pension to Elizabeth Johnson. 

Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with an adverse recommendation the bill (S. 1267) granting an 
increase of pension to Mrs. Lou Gobright McFalls; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

JOHN P. M’DONALD. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8151) granting 
a pension to John P. McDonald; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the aceom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

W. D. HAVELY. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7616) for 
the relief of W. D. Havely; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

J. W. GOODING. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8205) 
granting a pension to J. W. Gooding; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. PARKS. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7736) to 
increase the pension of George W. Parks; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM BETHUREN. 


Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back witha favorable recommendation the bill (8. 1124) granting 
a pension to William Bethuren; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

REUBEN FARNUM. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, aiso re- 
ported! back with a favorable recommendation the bill (8.787) granting 
a pension to Reuben Farnum; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM REYNOLDS. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
porte: back with a favorable recommendation the bill (8. 1304) granting 
a pension to William Reynolds; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

JOHN 8S. KIRKPATRICK. 


Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1797) granting 
a pension to John S. Kirkpatrick; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

JOHN NICHOLAS. 


Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, alsoreported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1618) granting a pen- 
sion to John Nicholas; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also ;:. 
ported back with adverse recommendations bills of the following tit!:s. 
which were laid on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered {o 


be printed: 
A bill i R. 701) granting a pension to Mrr. Mary B. Kenney; 
to pension Henriette Burns; 
Griffith; 


A bill 


H. R. 7754 
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granting a pension to John H. Lash; 
granting a pension to Levi H. Naron; 
) to pension C. W. : 
) granting a pension to John Zimmerman; 
) granting a pension to John H. Gause; 
granting a pension to Daniel Lester; and 
11) granting a pension to W. J. Wood. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


_On motion of Mr. MATSON, the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 
dis from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 4480) author- 
izing and directing the Secretary of the Interior to place the name of 
Freeland Haston on the pension-roll; and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

JAMES RB. BAYLOR. 

Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 6825) granting 
a pension to James R. Baylor; which was referred to the Committee ot 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS BROWN. 


Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 6817) granting a 
pension to Thomas Brown; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 
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WILLIAM CONNER, 

Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 6819) 
granting a pension to William Conner; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accom- 
panying report ordered to be printed. 

SALLY A. STONE, 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 5041) granting 
a pension to Sally A. Stone; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying r- 
port ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. CUTLER. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 3551) 
granting a pension to George W. Cutler, late a private of Company } 
Ninth New Hampshire Volunteers; which was referred to the Com 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accom 
panying report ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM H. GRAY. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported back wi!) 
a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 165) for the relief of William !!. 
Gray, of Kentucky; which was referred to the Committee of the Whol 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 0'- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from thesame committee, also reported back the b\ 
(H. R. 879) for the relief of W. H. Gray; which was laid on the ta)! 


) MORGAN RAWLS. 

Mr. LANHAM, from the Committee on Claims, back with a 
favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 4451) for the relief of Morgan 
Rawls; which was referred to the Private Calendar, and, with the « 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 


JOHN F. TRENTLEN. 

Mr. LANHAM, from the Committee on Claims, also reported wit!) 
favorable recommendation a bill (H. R. 8759) for the relief of John | 
Trentlen; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 0» 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

J. B. M’GOLDRICK. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, from the Committee on Claims, reporte:! 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 960) for the r- 
lief of J. R. McGoldrick; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany!"+ 
report, ordered to be printed. 








1886. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 4511 





LOTT 8. BAYLESS. 

Mr. WARNER, of Minsensi, frous the Comanittes on Claims, alee ro- 
a k with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 4973) for 
the relief of Lott S. Bayless; which was referred te the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the aecompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

L. J. WORDEN. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, from the Committee on Claims, also re- 
ported, as a substitute for H. R. 720, a bill (H. R. 8760) for the relief 
of L. J. “Worden; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

The original bill (H. R. 720) was laid on the table. 


FRANK SHUTT. 


Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8297) for the relief of Frank 
Shutt; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

THOMAS SMITH. 

Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee on eon a 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 5343) for the relief of 
Thomas Smith; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be vrinted. 

H. C. WILKEY. : 

Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee on Claims, also reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 6046) for the relief of 
H. C. Wilkey; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

CHANGE OF . REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr. SPRINGER, the Committee on Claims was dis- 

capeeps Sars See farther emdenstion of the bill (H. R. 7661) for the 
of Jonathan D. Stevenson; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. SPRINGER, the Committee on Claims was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 1639) for the 
relief of William Rutherford; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee on War 


MARTIN MURPHY AND P. B. MURPHY. 

Mr. McKENNA, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 
an amendment the bill (S. 22) for the relief of Martin Murphy and P. 
B. Murphy; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

SELMA AND MERIDIAN RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. SHAW, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with a 
favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 4423) for the relief of the Sel- 
ma and Meridian Railroad Company; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 


. NICHOLAS WHITE. 
Mr. JOHNSTON, of from the Committee on War Claims, 
back with an amendment the bill (H. R. 5133) for the relief of 
White; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private ‘Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 
JAMES E. O'SHEA. 

Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 327) granting a pension to 
James E. O'Shea; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
Honse on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 


A. P. JACKSON AND OTHERS. 
Mr. VAN EATON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported, as a substitute for H. R. 3240, a bill (H. R. 8761) for the relief 


of A. P. Jackson and others; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 


ne ecard ited. 
original bill (H. R. 3240) was laid on the table. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HATCH. Mr. I move to di with the business 
on the Serer ispense 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, would a motion that the House now 

resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of consid- 


eee Peeate Chtendes take precedence of the motion 


The SPEAKER. It would. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Then I make that motion. 
























The SPEAKER. But the result is just thesame. If the House re- 
fuses to go inte Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering 
bills on the Private Calendar, under the rule the public business will 
proceed as on other days. 

Mr. HATCH. [I desire to state that my purpose in making this mo 
tion is to call up the bill which was under consideration when the House 
adjourned yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois, this being Friday, 
moves that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for 
the consideration of business on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to; there being—ayes 91, noes 31. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
(Mr. HAtcH in the chair) and preceeded to the consideration of busi- 
ness on the Private Calendar. 


FRANCIS W. HALDEMAN. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the title of the bill which 
was under consideration last Friday when the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar rose. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 658) for the relief of Francis W. Haldeman. 


Mr. SPRINGER. As this bill was under consideration when the 
Committee of the Whole rose last Friday, and as there were not many 
members present at that time, I ask that the bill be again read. 

The CHAIRMAN. With the amendment? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Inthe absence of objection the bill will be read 
for the information of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected to pay to Francis W. Haldeman, of Avoca, State of Iowa, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $250, as compen- 


sation for services performed and money expended for the benefit of the United 
States during the late civil war. 


The amendment reported by the Committee on War Claims was read, 
as follows: 


Strike out the words “and fifty,” in line 6, so as to make the bill read, “ the 
; ae. 


sum of 


Mr. SPRINGE ci. Was that amendment agreed to in Committee of 
the Whole? 


TheCHAIRMAN. Upon examination of the record the Chair learns 
that the amendment was agreed to. The pending question is on the 
motion that the bill as amended be laid aside to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 4840) 
to confirm 2 certain private land claim in the Territory of New Mexico. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent that this bill and the 
three bills immediately following it on the Calendar relating to private 
land claims be passed over without prejudice. 

TheCHAIRMAN. If there be no objection that order will be made. 
The Chair hears none. 


ERNEST H. WARDWELL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 1662) 
for the relief of Ernest H. Wardwell. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, di- 
rected to pay to Ernest H. Wardwell, of Garrett County, Mary land, late acaptain 
and assistant quartermaster of United States volunte ers, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the pay and allowance sof a captain 
and assistant quartermaster in the United States Army from the llth day of 
March to the 18th day of May, 1865; and also the three months’ additional pay 

roper as first lieutenant and regimental quartermaster of the Second Regiment 

orth Carolina Union Volunteers (white), the same as allowed to all voluntee: 
officers under the act of Congress approved March 3, 1865. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I ask that the report in this case be read 
The report (by Mr. LYMAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1062) for 
the relief of Ernest H. Wardwell, report as follows: 

That this claim was presented to the Forty-eighth Congress, and a favorable 
report thereon was made by Mr. Lyman (Massachusetts), March 18, 1884, and 
this bill passed the House February 6, 1885. It was reported favorably by Mr. 
Hamproys (South Carolina), without amendment, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Inasmuch as the examination by your committee has led them to the sam« 
favorable conclusion as that reached by the Committee on Military Affairs in 
both Houses, and by this House in the Forty-eighth Congress, this committec 
now adopt the report approved in the last Congress and recommend that the bill 
(H. BR, 1062) do pass. 

The report incorporated in this is as follows 

“The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill H. R. 3236, 
beg leave to submit the following report: 

* Ernest H. Wardell, in May, 1561, enlisted in the Sixth Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, and served for more than three months without pay. On September 7 of 
the same year he enlisted as a private in the Twenty-sixth Massachusetts Vol- 
unteers. November 8, 1862, he was commissioned second lieutenant, Second 
Louisiana (Union) Volunteers. April 4, 1863, he resigned on account of sick- 
ness, February 5, 1864, he was commissioned first lieutenant and quartermaster 
Second North Carolina (Union) Volunteers. February 23,1865, he was mustered 
out to accept a commission which had been promised him as captain and assist - 
ant quartermaster, in which grade he was confirmed by the Senate March 1), 
136. His commission, dated = 15, 1365, was forwarded to him May 11, ind 
was accepted May 18. He was orably mustered out of service July 22, ‘1365 
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“From this record it ap 
not continuous service of over three 

“He claims that he should receive vie March 11,1965, to May 18, 1865, and 
also three months’ extra pay under the act of March 3, 1865." 

“ There was a certain delay between March 11, 1865, ‘when Wardwell 
was confirmed by the Senate,and May Ll, when his comm m was sent to 
him. For this period of delay he thinks he ought to receive the pay of his 
rank, because he resigned his lieutenantcy to accept the commission of captain 
which had been promised him,and was a and ready to receive his com- 
mission at the date of his confirmation. however, that in addition to 
the time usually required for the making out and signature of the commission 
there was a further delay caused = assassination of President Lincoln, A nil 
l4. By law and regulations an o r does not begin to draw Rey, until he 
received and accepted his commission and has taken the oath. fortunate cir- 
cumstances caused a delay of some weeks to Captain Wardwell in the receipt 
of his commission, and it seems not unreasonable to allow him pay during this 
period of waiting, because he resigned his lieutenantcy on the positive informa- 
tion that he had been appointed a captain, and he was present and was ready to 
assume his new duties. 

“The act of March 3, 1865, ts three months’ extra pay to officers then in 
commission, and who should continue in service to the of the war. 5-4 
tain Wardwell was mustered out February 23, 1865,and was not confirmed b 
the Senate as — till March Ll, and only acce his commission on the 
of May, so that was notin vervice on the March, 1865,and could not 
legally draw the three months’ ex pay. 

“ Butas Captain Wardwell, carpets n the Army nearly three years, resigned 
for the sole purpose of receiving his new commission, was present and ready 
to be mustered in under it, he may not Saree teed ed be considered as construct- 
ively A iene: on the 3d - and therefore entitled to three 
mon cx 


“The eonansiittes, therefore, report that the bill should pass.” 


Mr.SPRINGER. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. LYMAN] who re- 
ported this bill is not present; but the repo1t seems to indicate that the 
bill should pass. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 





rs that Cotetn Wardwell had an honorable though 


WILSON B. GEORGE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 3373) 
to correct the military record of Wilson B. George. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be tt enacted, &c., That Wilson B. George 


L,, Fourth Regiment lowa antes 
from the on which he 


tale @ a a soldier in Com: 


y 
and he hereby is, relieved 
iter Covaiy, scineemn Sth day of 


for pension said Wilson B. George ve 
but said eee 


be considered 
the same as Sita said George had never been dishonorably 


a 
Mr. FINDLAY. The report in this case is adverse. 
Mr. McMILLIN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. FINDLAY) was read, as follows: 
Committee on itary Affairs, to yer was referred the bill to correct 


The 
the military record of Wilson B, vate soldier in Company L, 
Fourth t lowa Vebamear Cavalry, have the same under conside 


tion and su tthe following report: 
The military record of ¥, an shown by p letter Srena She Adistant- 
of the y, with of this report, 
ec] pri , for good order and 
mer discipline and offering violence to his officer, was found ity 
to be shot, asentence which was to im 
labor during the unexpired term of his enlistment, to be wed by a dishon- 


Whatever may be the ulterior o 
ion that the correction of a military 
and to be used sparingly and only on considerations of highest mo- 
ment, find one. in the facts of this case to justify it, and they sosemnmend 
therefore that the bill do lie upon the table. 


War DeParTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S ernn ens. 
Washington, December 


&rn: In reply to your request of the 25th ultimo, for the military record of 
Wilson B. George, as of Company L, Fourth So Cavalry, I have the honor to 


inform you that the official records show that private George was enrolled No- 
vember 17, 1861, at Mount Pleasant, and eee into service November 

to serve three es was tried by a general co Renee Sree for 
conduct ote ont military discipline, and 

to his su aye ok ound ee eee ae eee shot to 
death. The sentence was m o confinement at hard labor d the 


unexpired term of his enlistment, a: “chen to be Sihessentiy < the 
service with loss of all pay and allowances sper te become d 


In a with this sentence he was orably Gechenaed, to date De- 
cember 6,1 


lam, sir, very respectfully, your ahations. 


t, 
. C. DRUM, Adjutant-General. 
Hon. Josrrn LymMay, 


House of Representatives. 


Mr. FINDLAY. I move that this bill be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a recommendation that it lie on the table. 

Mr. GEDDES. I have been requested by the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. LyMAN] to ask that this bill be passed for to-day informally. 
He is necessarily absent, and desires to be heard in advocacy of the 
passage of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GrDDEs] asks 
unanimous consent that this bill be passed over informally. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. FINDLAY and Mr. REAGAN objected. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. FrxpLay that the 
bill be laid aside to be reported to the House with a tion 
that it lie on the table, the motion was agreed to. 
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WILLIAM K. HAMMOND. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 1740 
for the relief of William K. Hammond. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That William K. Hammond be recognized as a recruiti; 
officer for the Second North Carolina ment, and receive the pay and a! ioe 
ances of a second lieutenant of infantry the period from December 22, is¢3 
toA st 12, 1864; ont ome 6 or so much thereof as may be neces: 
sary, ‘or the payment to the said W liam 'K. Hammond, his heirs or assigns, fo, 
his services as recruiting officer for ie said regiment during the said period, be, 
and is hereby, appropriated out of any money remaining in the Treasury ; 
otherwise appropriated 

The amendment reported by the Committee on War Claims was read, 
as follows: 


aes out, in lines 6 and 7, the words “December 22, 1863,” and insert “ Marc), 


Mr. REID, of North Carolina, and Mr. EDEN called for the reading 
of the report. 
The report (by Mr. Rep, of North Carolina), was read, as follows: 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1740) for 
the relief of William K. Hammond. submit the following report: 

The purpose of this bill is to give Lieut. William K. Hammond, of the Second 
North Carolina Volunteers, the pay and of a first lieutenant of in- 
fantry from December 22, 1363, to A 12, 

Your committee find that William K. Hammond was recognized as a member 
of the Second North Carolina Volunteers as early as December 17, 1863, and 
that March 12, 1864, he was appointed a second lieutenant | in the Second North 
Carolina re su to approval of Ba gg Butler 

That from the of March, 1864 ea Raaeet, 1864, said 
Hammond a the duties of a ‘iectmeett in the he oa Second North Caro- 
ay ng id Ham d duly appointed and dul ustered i 

sa. mond was and duly mustered int 
the asa second lieutenant in the ee e-named regiment, and that his 
and often of the most difficult and dangerous char- 


Your wemaiians does not find that futhorty,or wpe ening amenent 
competent authority, or that was entitled to any 
yk « aw vy dso 7 lieutenan ” 


our committee therefore Saenamnad th that said bill be apni by striking 
and 7, and inserting in place 
said bill, when so amended, do 


Mr. REID, of North Carolina. I move the adoption of the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on War Claims, and ask that the bill 
—— that amendment be laid aside to be reported favorably to the 

ouse. 

Mr. EDEN. What is the effect of the amendment? 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina. It shortens by a few months the 
time for which pay and allowances are to ” pum, 

The amendment was ado 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina. I now mave thatthe bill as amended 
be laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THOMAS SAMPSON. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 4139) 
for the relief of Thomas Sampson. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Whereas by act of Congress approved June 20, 2ns, ape enacted that the 
the medals honor, to be distinguished as ~ 
er imperi 


pson had theretofore, at aan times, greatly distin- 
himself in rescuing human beings from death in the manner prescribed 


of the Treasnry be,and he hereby is, di- 
medal of honor, with suitable devices, to be be- 
ork, according to the pro- 

of the act entitled “‘An act to provide for the 
and housesof upon the the sea and 

of the Life-Sav- 


eo Thet the sald Thomas Sampeon be, pad be evany bo. cntiied receive 
all the benefits of said section in ‘said act act contai ned, just as though he had rez 
dered the services subsequent to the approval of said act. 

Sec, 3. That this act shall take effect immediately. 


Mr. JAMES. I ask for the of the report. 

The report (by Mr. IR10N) was , as follows: 

The Com on dia wienin Soe referred the bill (H. R. 4159) di- 
the to bestow upon Thomas Sampson of New 


Committee on Commerce, a fa report was submitted by Mr. Page, 
a copy of which is hereto annexed and madea part of this report. 

comm) consider the case a one recommend the pas 
sage of the bill. 


[House report No. 355, Forty-seventh Congress, first session. | 
oe Cees a Copmne, tov whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3025) di- 


ng the the Treasury to bestow Seen of New 
Tors city, a life-sa medal of honor, beg leave to rt as follows: 

Under the actof June 20, 1874, the of the ry was directed to 

have medals of honor “ which shall be bestowed upon any person who 


their own lives in saving or endeavoring to save lives 
ofthesea 


ed mber 
Hi stteer nes orion, a facies weed areca 
nderwriters 


may umane Society Board y ity aed 
ier ’sgusieotamn ted fo Whale Bao, Celtis tiieens in connection 
with these services, as well as others of a different character rendered by bin 
to the Government. 


The fact that the rescues were made prior to the enactment of the above pro 
vision of law deprives Sampson of its benefits. 


- 





1886. 
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The committee consider the case a meritorious one and recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill. 


Mr. JAMES. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN P. T. DAVIS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 449) 
for the relief of John P. T. Davis. 
The bill was read, as follows: ; 


Be it enaciz4, &c., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed <o tto John P. T. Davis, late second lieutenant of Company 
H, Fifty-secooa ment of Indiana Volunteers, an honorable discharge from 
the military service as of the date of November 6, 1862. 


The report (by Mr GEDDEs) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims,to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 449) fo 
the relief of John P. Y. Davis, respectfully report as follows: . 
The facts out of which this claim for relief arises will be found stated in House 
No. 16, first session Forty-eighth <eagrem, which report ishereto annexed 
made a part of this report, and is as follows: 


[House Report No. 1494, Forty-seventh Congress, first session. | 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5417) for 
the relief of John P. Y. Davis, reports as follows: 

That the bill under consideration directs the Secretary of Warto grant to John 
P. Y. Davis, late second lieutenant, Company H, Fifty-second Regiment of Indi- 
ana Volunteers, an honorable discharge from the military service as of the date 
of November 6, 1862. 

The facts gathered from papers accompanying the bill shaw that John P. Y. 
Davis was mustered in as second lieutenant with Company H, Fifty-second In- 
diana Volunteers, February 1, 1862,to serve three years. He was tried by gen- 
eral court-martial convened at Fort Pillow, Tennessee, pursuant to General 
Orders No. 2,of date October 29, 1862,from headquarters district of Columbus: 
charge, absent without leave ; found guilty, and sentenced to be dismissed from 
theservice, to date from November 6, 1862. The disability to re-enter the service 
resul therefrom was removed by letter from the Adjutant-General United 
States Army to the governor of Indiana, dated January 15, 1866. 

Ita from the proof submitted that on or about the 19th day of Septem- 
ber. 1802, the said Lieutenant Davis was prostrated by a severe attack of fever, 
and became very feeble in body and mind in consequence of said sickness, and 
while in this weak and debilitated state of mind and body that Major Strick- 
land, then in command of the regiment, persuaded and induced the said Lieu- 
tenant Davis that he had better visit his home to regain his health; that he, the 
said Major Strickland, would see that it was all right, &c.; that under these in- 
ducements the said Licutenant Davis left his post and went Northand returned 
voluntarily to his command as soon as his health was restored, in about three 
weeks afterward. Shortly after his return to his regiment he was summoned 
before a military court-martial,and on a charge of absence without leave was 
tried and dismissed the service. This was the whole offense for which this sol- 
dier was tried. 

Your committee are of opinion that the relief should be granted, and report 
back the bill with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Your committee therefore adopt said House report as the report of this com- 
mittee,and report the accompanying bill (H. R. 449) for his relief with recom- 
mendation that it pass. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


SIDNEY R. SMITH. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 1511) 
for the relief of Sidney R. Smith. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby. au- 

thorized and directed to pay to Sidney R. Smith, late a sergeant in the Thirty- 
third ment of New Jersey Infantry Volunteers, the pay and allowances of 
a lieutenant of infantry from the 10th day of March, 1864, the date at 
which he was to duty under his commission as such, to the date of his 
actual from service, deducting therefrom the pay received by him 
as sergeant during said pe ‘ 
Src.2. That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
rected to amend the record of the said Sidney R. Smith and to muster him as a 
second lieutenant of infantry, to date March 10, 1864, the date at which he en- 
tered duty under the commission issued to him by the governor of the 
State of New Jersey as of that rank. 


Mr. KLEINER. Unless objection is made, or some one calls for the 
reading of the report, I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. COWLES. Let the report of the committee be read. 

The report (by Mr. KLEINER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1511) for 
the relief of Sidney R. Smith, having considered the same and accompanying 
submit the following : 
Smith enlisted in the military service of the Government in the 
ny aren a Jersey Volunteers on the 3ist day of July, 1863, for 
war. 
of December, 1863, he was by the governor of New Jersey com- 
& second lieutenant in said regiment. He received said commis- 
10th of March, 1864, and was immediately ordered by the command- 
of the iment to equip himself, which he did promptly, and he was 
to duty with Company G of said regiment, there being a 
-first and second lieutenant in the company at the time; that 
time he was assigned to duty as aforesaid until his separation from his 
was continuously in active service attending the ad- 
the Army in Northern and no opportunity occurred for his 
muster into service ; that he contin on duty with the company until the 8th 
of May, 1864, when, in an e nt known as Rocky F Ridge, Georgia, 
the commanding officer aikacen y, Captain Battell, was killed, when Lieu- 
tenat Smith assumed command until he was himself severely wounded, losing 
his a a he was ordered back to officers’ hospital at Nashville, 
remained under treatment until he received leave of absence 


for days. 
After he retired oon gangrene set in in his wound, and he was unable to 
return to until September, 1364, his condition in the mean time being 


i(falsl 
ae 
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regularly reported by the attending surgeon tothe surgeon in charge of hospital 
at Nashville. 
When he returned he remained in hospital until 19thof November, 1864, when 


he reported to the commanding officer at Chattanooga, Tenn. 

The regiment then being with General Sherman on his march to the sea, and 
the line of communication having been severed, it was impossible for him to re- 
join his command, and he was assigned to duty with the Twentieth Army Corps 
detachment, where he was engaged equipping for service convalescent soldiers. 
When General Hood advanced upon Nashville, Lieutenant Smith, with the com- 
mand under his charge, was engaged in the battle of Dalton, Ga.; was subse- 
quently ordered back to Nashville, and actively participated in the several en- 
gagements which followed 


After the batile mentioned, his wound broke out afresh, and it never having 
entirely healed, he was again sent to the officers’ hospital at Nashville, where 
he remained until January 9, 1865, when he was discharged therefro and on 
same date received orders to report to his command at Savannah, Ga 

That upon his arrival at Hilton Head,S.C., February 8, 1865, he found that kis 


command had started northward. He was then ordered to report for duty to 
the commanding officer at Blair's Landing,S.C.,by whom he was ordered to 
duty as commanding officer of detachment Second Division Twentieth Army 
Corps. The last of March he was relieved from duty at that point and ordered 
to report to his command, which he did,taking with him about two hundred 
men belonging to his regiment. 

After rejoining his command, April 5, 1855, he was regularly mustered into 
service as of the rank to which he had been commissioned as stated, and shortly 
thereafter he resigned on account of his disabled condition. 

In consequence of his assignment to duty as a commissioned officer he was 
compelled to and did employ a servant,and to pay his own expenses while in 
hospital. 


That is not through any fault or negligence of Lieutenant Smith, but solely 


on account of wounds received while in the line and performance of duty, which 
compelled a separation from his command and prevented him from being mus- 
tered into service at the time he received his commission 

This claimant under the circumstances mentioned should be paid the com- 


pensation he would have been entitled to if he had been mustered into the serv 
ice in pursuance of the commission received by him 
ship and gross injustice to deny it to him. 

A case similar to this was presented at one time t 
wrote to the War Department as follows: 

“T remember nothing of this case. I desire that it shall be investigated and 
that Captain Bowry be paid for the services actually rendered, if any rhe 
Government can not afford to accept services and refuse payment for them 

“A. LINCOLN 


The papers were returned to him with the statement that Captain Bowry head 
not been mustered into the service prior to February 6, 1862, the period for which 
pay was claimed being anterior thereto. Under date of August, 1862, President 
Lincoln replied to this “ red-tape ’’ suggestion as follows: 

“I did not ask for information as to whetherthis man has been mustered into 
the service. Have we accepted his actual services? If we have, let him 
for them, unless there is positive law against it.”’ 


It would be a great hard- 


» President Lincoin. He 


be paid 


“A. LINCOLN.” 
Congress has provided by a general law for the relief of officers who failed to 
be mustered into the service, but this case does not come within its provisions, 


It is, however, so manifestly just that your committee recommend the passage 
of the accompanying bill. 


Mr. KLEINER. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
The motion was agreed to. 


SAMUEL M. GAINES. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 821) 
for the relief of Samuel M. Gaines. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit enacted, &c., That the letters patent numbered 85299, dated December 29, 
1868, which were granted by the Patent Office ofthe United States to Samuel] M. 
Gaines, of Glasgow, K y., for the period of seventeen years from the date of the 
original grant, “method of teaching the rudiments of chemistry,’ be,and are 
hereby, referred to the Commissioner of Patents, to hear and determine the facts 
as to whether they shall be continued in force for the period of seven years 
from the 29thday of December, 1885. 

Mr. MARTIN. I move the amendment be agreed to, and the bill 
as amended be laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope we shall have some cxplanation of this 
bill from the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Martin]. 

Mr. MARTIN. Mr. Chairman, there is much about this invention 
to claim the attention and to commend it to the favor of this House. 

Theinvention is one of those works of inventive genius which always 
excite feelings of pleasant surprise; it isone of the fruits of that high 
and daring order of mind which is always seeking to pluck from the 
realm of the unknowable something deemed unattainable. Upon ex- 
amination of it we find that the inventor has sought to represent fif- 
teen out of the sixty-four or sixty-five different kinds of elements or 
simple bodies which have been thus far revealed by means of analysis. 
These selected elements are those concerned or employed in the forma- 
tion of by far the greater portion of the familiar objects about us, 
whether they be mineral, vegetable, or animal; and these elements are 
represented by cubes of different sizes and different colors. Ky such 
means the relative weight of the atoms, thestructure of the molecules, 
and other features necessary to a thorough comprehension of the sub- 
ject are made visible to the naked eye. When we remember that atoms 
and molecules, of which bodies are made up, are so small as to be be- 
yond the unaided power of the human eye, and that such elements as 
hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen are invisible in any quantity, great or 
small, we will readily perceive how remarkable was the inventive tal- 
ent of him who believed them the subject of materialization. 

The spiritualist believes that the souls of the departed may be re- 
called from the ‘‘ vasty deep’’ of eternity and made to take a material, 
tangible form; and it may be that Mr. Gaines caught the idea from 
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the dream of those enthusiasts. Certain it is that he has not alone 
materialized the gases, which we do not see, which we can not feel, and 
the very existence of which we know only by the absolute need we 
have for them. But he has done even more; he hasshown the relative 
weight of the atoms; has shown the structure of the molecules, and 
has represented the leading characteristic of each by the color given to 
the eube representing it. Now, to illustrate what I have said, it is 
necessary to describe the invention known as ‘‘ Gaines’s chemical alpha- 
bet,’’? and which is used in the inventor’s new system of ‘‘object teach- 
ing.’’ This ‘‘chemical alphabet’’ consists of cubes of wood of different 
sizes and of different colors, each representing an atom of one of the 
elements or simple bodies of nature. 

As an atom of hydrogen is the lightest particle of matter known to 
science, the smallest cube of the number represents it. H, the symbol 
for hydrogen, is placed upon one side of the cube, while the figure 1, 
representing its atomic weight, *s put on each of the other sides. The 
pale-blue color of this cube is intended to indicate that hydrogen burns 
with a pale-blue flame. Takinganother cube, the symbol O, for oxygen, 
is put upon one side of it, and the figure 16, representing its atomic 
weight, is found upon the other facesof thecube. The Roman numeral 
II put upon the same face with the symbol indicates its quantiva- 
lence—one of the distinctive features of the system—and means that 
one atom of oxygen has the value of two atoms of hydrogen. The color 
of this cube is red, the most striking characteristic of oxygen, namely, 
its power to make things burn. We next take nitrogen, represented 
by the cube marked N, its symbol, and the color given it is sky-blue. 
because nitrogen constitutes about four-fifths of the bulk of our at- 
mosphere, which when seen in mass has that color. 

Let us next proceed to the useof the apparatus. The teacher having 
written upon the blackboard the symbol representing a molecule of 
water, namely H,O, the class is called upon to state the weight of the 
three items. Add sixteen for the oxygen cube and two for the hydrogen 
cubes, and you have two-eighteenths, or one-ninth; showing that eight 
parts of it are oxygen and one part of hydrogen; eight parts of the great 
ocean is oxygen gas and one portion of it is hydrogren. This in brief 
is the invention, and its application in practice—a kindergarten sys- 
tem for teaching the elements of chemistry in so easy and simple a manner 
that even a child may comprehend—indeed, may see it; it is an object 
put before his eyes! [ Applause. ] 

Having explained the nature of the invention in a very man- 
ner, as well as its application in practice, I will ask the Clerk to read 
the report of the Committee on Patents (which I make a part of my 
remarks), for the purpose of showing the reasons which influenced the 
Committee on Patents to make a report favorable to the passage of the 
bill after amendment as therein proposed. 

I ask for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. MARTIN) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Patents, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 821) for the 


relief of Samuel M. Gaines, have had the same under consideration, and now 
report the same to the House, with an amendment, and recommend its pas- 


sage. 

This bill provides for an extension of the letters patent which were granted to 
Samuel M. Gaines, numbered 85299, and dated December 29, 1868, for “‘ method of 
teaching the rudiments of chemistry,” for the ve deter of seven years from the 
2%h day of December, 1885, The committee ha’ recommend the 

of this bill, because, in their udgment, 
entee has received no just remu 
further time and labor, with the expense incident 
make the said method of general utility to the public. 
article of manufacture to be put on the market, upon which the user migh 
be taxed in the form of royalty, but its object is to remedy and correct aon sys- 
tem introduced by Berzelius, of illustrating chemical compositions and reac- 
tions to the eye by means of symbols and equations, which is too abstract for 
beginners, by means of a chemical alphabet, found by actual it to be 
far more efficient than any other swathed heretofore used for pu es 


Amend House bill 821 by adding to said bill the following words at 
line 13: “And the Commissioner of Patents is hereby authorized and em- 
panes a an extension of the patent herein described for the period 

Mr. HALSELL. Mr. Chairman, after hearing the interesting dis- 
cussion of this question by my distinguished friend from Alabama [ Mr.: 
MARTIN], I will not go into the merits of the pending case. He has 
presented it so well I shall not pursue the scientific investigation further 
than he has done. But I do wish to state that I had the honor of intro- 
ducing this bill for the relief of Samuel M. Gaines. He livesin my townof 
Bowling Green, in Kentucky, and I have known him for many years. 
He had charge of a female school there fora longtime. He wasa wid- 
ower with two or three daughters, who were dependent upon him for 
support. He was unable to introduce his patent in the time limited 
by the law for that purpose on account of his poverty. The limitation 
having expired, he now asks the time be extended so he may derive 
some benefit from his invention, as well as the world at large. 

It is regarded not only by the gentlemen on this committee who have 
investigated it but by others to be an invention of the highest char- 
acter and the greatest value. ee eer ee 
have already been read by my friend from Alabama. They all show 
7 oo ‘eee tn te toad tlemen prejudice 

w there is in the minds of gen some against 
the extension of patents, but, as was remarked by my distinguished 
friend, if there ever was a case where a patent should be extendedit is 
the one now pending. 
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I wish also to bear witness to the fact that to my knowledge Profes- 
sor Gaines is one of the most excellent gentlemen I ever knew in m) 
life. He has given me the information that he has prepared a hoo! 
adapted to his invention, which will be of great benefit to the world at 
large when published. No one will be deprived of any privilege or 
right now possessed by the extension of this patent. He simply ask: 
that it may be extended, and that I hope will be done without uppo- 
sition. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, I have usually opposed the ex- 
tension of patents. I do not understand from the very able and Jeai ned 
argument of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. MARTIN] why it was 
that this gentleman, the proposed beneficiary of this act, has not avail: 
himself of the privileges and the benefits of his invention during th: 
lifetime of the invention. It may be, of course, this subject is one of 
such great abstruseness that the aolinany mind failed to comprehend it 
during the lifetime of the patent, or preferred to grope in ignorance; 
or possibly an additional length of time should be allowed to the in- 
ventor in this case to enable the times, which he seems to be consicder- 
ably ahead of, to catchupwith him. [Laughter.] It must be appar- 
ent to all that he has gone ahead of the times. Previous scientists 
have heretofore devoted themselves to measuring the distances of the 
fixed stars, to inventing peculiar and delicate apparatus by which they 
could weigh the sun or the north star in the balance and compute the 
distances between the planets. 

But this scientist has taken the opposite direction, and has gone down 
into the very depths of molecules and atoms to furnish the apparatus 
by which you can weigh infinitesimal particles of matter and photo- 
graph a molecule of water. [Laughter. ] 

This seems to be a most extraordinary invention; it is a process hy 
which you may establish kindergartens through the medium of which 
the little children of the country can learn what constitutes a molecu|c 
by sight, and can see with photographic distinctness the colors of the 
particles of oxygen and hydrogen. [Langhter.] I confess it astounds 
me. If this gentleman has succeeded in accomplishing this wonder- 
ful and extraordinary result, which has conferred and is to confer so 
much benefit upon humanity and so little pecuniary result to the in- 
ventor, there is nothing to equal it except the profound mysteries of 
Providence, of which Job, in the throes of one of his tribulations, spoke 
when he said: 


; Te removeth the mountains, and they know not; which overturneth them 
n 


anger; 
Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble ; 
Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars ; 
Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and ‘treadeth upon the waves of the 


Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, anti Pleiades, and the chambers of the south ; 
Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders without number. 
Mr. WARD, of Indiana (from his seat). 

are reading from. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPRINGER. My distinguished friend from Indiana asks what 
authority I read from. Mr. Chairman, I regret very much to feel com- 
pelled —— 

The CHAIRMAN. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. Scott having taken the chair 
as Speaker pro tempore, a from the Senate, by Mr. McCook, its 
Secretary, announced that the Senate had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill of the House No. 6429 grant- 
ing a pension to Eunice E. Clark. 

Also, that the Senate agreed to the amendments of the House to the 
bill of the Senate No. 1394 to provide for the ascertainment of the 
market value of certain property in the city of Chicago, and to author- 
ize the Secretary of the Treasury to sell and convey said property. 

The message further announced the passage of bills of the following 
titles; in which the concurrence of the House was requested, namely: 

A bill (8. 13) for the relief of William J. Smith, late surveyor of cus- 
toms for the port of Memphis, State of Tennessee; 

A bill (S. 1057) granting the right of way to the Jamestown and 
Northern Railroad Company through the Devil’s Lake Indian reserya- 
tion in the Territory of Dakota; 

A bill (8. 1069) for the relief of George E. W. Sharetts; 

A bill (S. 1119) to provide for the appointment of hospital stewards 
in the United States Army, and to fix their pay and allowance; and 

A bill (S. 1298) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to fit out an 
expedition to observe the total eclipse of the sun which occurs on the 
29th of August, 1886. 


Give us the authority you 


Will the gentleman suspend for a moment? 


SAMUEL M. GAINES. 


The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, when I was interru 
asked for the authority from which I read. 
much to feel com to acknowledge the ignorance of gen 


Senay ee ee eee 
hoped it was so familiar in Congress that that would not 


I had been 
Iregret very 
tlemen of 








1886. 





be necessary; though I feared that there might be some members even 
of this Congress who would not have known that I was reading from 
the ninth chapter of the book of Job, verses 5 to 11. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. Why don’t you stick to your text? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, my friend from Indiana—— 

Mr. HOLMAN. Besure that you do not get the gentlemen from In- 
diana mixed. [Laughter.] ; 

Mr. SPRINGER. My friend here insists that I shall stick to my 
text. Iam going to stick to it. It is my intention to stick to it, and 
I call upon the honorable chairman of the Committee of the Whole 
here for his information upon the subject whether by means of this 
mysterious invention we will be enabled to detect the subtile difference 
that exists between oleomargarine and butter. [Laughter.] If this 
invention will accomplish that marvelous result it ought to be extended 
indefinitely; and as we are conferring what we understand to be noth- 
ing in the way of pecuniary benefit upon the inventor, the extension 
should be accompanied, as a fit testimonial, by a photograph of the old 
flag and a big appropriation. [Laughter. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. Will my friend from Illinois be kind enough to 
read the rest of the document from which he quoted? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPRINGER. I would with pleasure for the benefit of my dis- 
tinguished friend from Michigan, but I refer him to the book, which I 
will take pleasure in commending to him, as I am sure he is not famil- 
iar with it. . 

Mr. SWOPE. Let me ask the gentleman from Illinois if he will be 
ee to indicate by what color oxygen and hydrogen are repre- 
sented ? ‘ 

Mr. SPRINGER. That will appear from the remarks of my dis- 
tinguished friend from Alabama. It has all been photographed there, 
and will appear to-morrow morning in the REcorD. 

Mr. KELLEY. If I understood the distingui gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] aright, he gave us a description of this inven- 
tion from Job. Now science and invention have made such extreme 
progress since Job’s day that I would rather have this bill referred to 
the Academy of Sciences and let them say whether this is an invention 
that ought to be patented by special act. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. If Job discovered it you can not patent it 
now. 

Mr. KELLEY. I felt that embarrassment, but I did not like to re- 
flect on the rightof Job to demand anything after the sufferings he had 
endured. [Laughter.] But I would really like to have the opinion 
of the Academy of Sciences, which we can get by the next private bill 
day, so as to know whether we are not being carried away by an in- 
vention having fallen into the hands of gentlemen who have not kept 
themselves up in the records of invention and scientific discovery. I 
therefore hope that when we come to consider this bill it will be re- 
ferred to the committee on natural sciences. I suggest this, meaning 
no disrespect to the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. MARTIN] or the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SpRInGER ]—— 

A MEMBER. Or Job. 

Mr. KELLEY. Orevento Job. But I would respect the opinions 
of the Academy of Sciences on modern inventions beyond those of the 
three gentlemen united. 

Mr. WILSON. I will call the attention of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. KELLEY] to the fact that in the beginning of his ex- 
planation the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. MARTIN] stated that this 
inventor had ‘‘ plucked the unattainable from the realms of the un- 
knowable;’’ and I ask the gentleman if under these circumstances he 
should not have his patent? 

Mr. KELLEY. Thatisvery well; but this is not the only man who 
has founded kindergartens that have taught children something. 

Mr. MARTIN. I think we have had sport enough over this matter. 
I now propose to make a statement in addition to the explanation I 
gave at the outset, and which has excited the mirth of the gentleman 
from West Virginia [Mr. Witson]. I will make this statement, that 
this is nothing more than a simple invention of blocks, colored, num- 
bered, and lettered, by which the various substances, gases, &c., of 
which chemistry talfs izance are represented and brought to the 
eye. Itissosimple and plain that by taking these blocks in a moment 
or two the most intricate and delicate combinations of chemistry and 

to that science can be brought to the mind and 
made so and comprehensible that a little child can as easily un- 
derstand it asa wise man. All the formulz can be set up in these 
— oe eumnee of being written down with letters. 
want to say to the distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. KELLEY] that this matter has been brought to the attention of 
the Academy of Sciences, if by that he means the great scientific men 
of the world, whose opinions I hold in my hand. I have here a little 
of certificates which have been given to the inventor show- 
invention is one of great value and utility. 
KELLEY. I will assure the gentleman from Alabama that in 


what I said I was not joking. Wehave an Academy of Sciences estab- 
lished under the of Congress for the purpose of examining just 
sueh questions Its head and center is here in Washi 


as 

When I hear things described as being among the unattainable and 
unknowable I feel at least that I would like that academy to have—— 
A crack at them. 
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Mr. KELLEY. Yes, as the gentleman says, to have a crack at them. 
Let us know whether we can penetrate the unknowable and possess 
ourselves of the unattainable. 

Mr. MARTIN. I will say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania I 
have exactly the same feeling on that subject as the gentleman has. 

sut when I find the testimony of the first men who are at the head of 
their pursuit all testifying and cheerfully testifying as to the value, im- 
portance, and utility of this invention, I am content, and I am perfectly 
willing for my own part to vote to extend the patent 






anu 


for the brief term 

of seven years, to enable an old school teacher who has worked this thing 

out of his own brain to bring it to perfection, and, if he can, to make 

it compensate him somewhat for the time and labor he has bestowed 
upon it. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. It seems to me that the opinions of 

these gentlemen, ‘‘ like the flowers that bloom in spring,’’ do not apply 


to this case. This is a question as to whether you will broaden the 
scope of the patent system so as to include all improvements which 
hereafter may be made in methodsof teaching. If it be proper togive 
a patent in this case or to extend this patent for this valuable method 


of teaching chemistry, then certainly it is by analogy as proper to pa- 
tent and extend patents for any improvement in teaching any possible 
science, to patent any improvement that may be used in common schools, 


and the simple statement of that fact is, to my mind, the very be: 


t rea- 
son why this bill should not pass. I question whether the patent origi- 
nally ought to have been given. You may patent machinery, but when 
you come to patenting improved methods of teaching it does seem to 
me that the limits are being stretched altogether too far. 

Mr. WILSON. Are there not patents on educational apparatus and 


copyrights on books used in teaching? 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. If I had my way there would be no 
copyrights on books used in common schools. 

But this is something which applies to colleges; it applies to modes 
of teaching, and my point is this: Say what you may as to the copy- 
right system and as to patents upon apparatus also, where you apply the 
principle to a case of this sort, and then project it beyond this, as you 
will do presently, patenting every conceivable method devised for in- 
struction, I for one shall oppose it. 

The amendment reported by the committee, adding, in line 13, after 
the word ‘‘eighty-five,’’ the words ‘‘and the Commissioner of Patents 
is hereby authorized and empowered to grant an extension of the patent 
herein described for the period herein named,’’ was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is, Shall this bill be laid aside 
and reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass? 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Chairman, is it in order now to move to strike 
out the enacting clause of this bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. DUNN. Then I make the motion that this bill be reported to 
the House with the enacting clause stricken out. I desire to speak to 
that motion. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman, let me suggest that the motion in 
Committee of the Whole to strike out the enacting clause is of the same 
character as the motion to lay on the table in the House, and is not de- 
batable. 

Mr. DUNN. Then, Mr. Chairman, I withdraw that motion, and 
move to strike out the last word, because I wish to make a few re- 
marks on this bill. 

I desire to call the attention of the House to the fact that all bills of 
this character are measures to maintain and perpetuate taxation of the 
most oppressive, burdensome, and extortionate character. It is that un- 
seen and indirect method of taxation which robs the people without their 
knowledge. There is but one species of monopoly actually created by 
the laws of the United States, and that is created by the patent laws. 
Monopolies grow up under the operation of other laws, but the patent 
law is the only one that directly creates them. I had the honor to in- 
troduce into this House during the present session a bill to change the 
patent laws.. That bill proposes to take away from the patentee and 
his assignees the exclusive right to manufacture, vend, and use the pa- 
tented or discovered article, and provides that a just and liberal royalty, 
or upon the gross sales of the patented article, shall be seeured and paid 
to the patentee or his assignee, and that all people who seeure to him 
the payment of that royalty shall have the right to manufacture, sell, 
and use the patented article. That takes out of the patent iaw the 
element of monopoly. 

It takes the whole country into partnership with the inventor, gives 
the people the benefit of it, and deprives the patent jobber, the patent 
broker, who now robs both the inventor and the public, of his oceupa- 
tion. That bill, if it should be reported favorably, would, | am satis- 
fied, be passed by the House, and it would give the inventor himself 
better protection than he has to-day and more certain remuneration for 
his invention or discovery. The patent laws as now administered im- 
pose upon the people of the United States a larger aggregate measure 
of taxation than all other tax laws put together, State and national—I 
say it intrepidly, bold as it may appear. In their extortionate opera- 
tions they reach every furrow, every works every household, every 
individual in this broad land, and rob them adlibitum. The rateof taxa- 
tion imposed by the patent laws goes by the hundred and thousand 
per cent. above the just and legitimate value of the article. What has 
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the Goodyear Rubber Company robbed the people of this country of in 
excess of the just value of their goods? What has the Singer Sewing- 
Machine Company similarly robbed the people of this country of? 
What have the inventors and manufacturers of agricultural implements 
also robbed the people of this country of? 

What have all these patented articles, numbered by the thousand 
and the hundred thousand, which can not be enumerated, robbed the 
country of? What has the Bell Telephone monopoly robbed the coun- 
try of? Let me tell my friends that the Bell Telephone monopolists 
are to-day but upon the threshold of the vast field of plunder that lies 
before them. They have not yet fairly entered upon their work; they 
have not yet got their hands into the pockets of the people up to their 
wrists, and they will go in up to the shoulder before they stop. And 
it is so with all other owners of patents which are or may be organized 
into monopolies. These patent organizations havegone further to cor- 
rupt the judiciary of the country than any other one legalized interest. 
They constitute a system of monopoly which should be stamped out. 
I want to tell gentlemen here, and to repeat with emphasis the lan- 
guage of the distinguished gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitt] 
in this House a few days ago, that we have reached and far exceed the 
just limits of taxation. No wiser, no more timely, declaration than 
that has been made in this House. 

When I speak of these taxes I mean not only those which are ex- 
pressly and avowedly imposed as taxes per se, but I mean that vast field 
of resulting taxation which is concealed and unknown to the tax-payer, 
but which is made possible in a thousand forms, reaching like the ten- 
tacles of the devil-fish to every individual and every interest in this 
country, robbing them as mercilessly as that monster draws the life- 
blood of his victim. 

The people complain. They areinarms. There is bloodshed. Con- 
gress and the country are inquiring the reason of the disquietude and 
distress. It is that taxation which is unseen and which has been legal- 
ized and made possible by legislation in this House in many different 
forms. Its most odious form is that of the patent laws. Our whole 
system of Government has been perverted, drawn away from the orig- 
inal basis on which the fathers placed it when they created it, and has 
been converted into a huge system of jobbery. 

The taxing powers of the Government in dozens of different forms 
have been surrendered to associations of wealth, and by unseen and 
mysterious agencies the people are robbed of their earnings and the just 
fruits of their industry, and they know not why, where, nor how itis 
done. The direct taxes known and seen by the people, willingly and 
cheerfully paid, are the least of all these taxes. We have surrendered 
to associations of wealth the great, the primal powers which the Con- 
stitution attributes to Congress. The power to regulate commerce, at- 
tributed to Congress, imposed upon it, has been surrendered to associa- 
tions of wealth known as railroad corporations. They have invested 
$9,000,000,000—no, I should rather say they had issued stock and bonds 
to the amount of $9,000,000,000—on which they tax the commerce and 
the traffic of the country for enough to pay interest and dividends on 
those $9,000,000,000 of stocks and bonds. Their actual invested cap- 
ital is about three and one-half billions of dollars. They take the 
country’s note for $3 to every $1 invested, and they collect interest upon 
the whole amount. Cheap as transportation in this country seems to 
be, if it were brought down to the basis of legitimate earnings on the 
money actually and honestly invested it would be, I doubt not, one- 
half what it is to-day, and yet pay a liberal remuneration on the capital 
invested. 

The power to coin money and fix its value, to regulate the currency, 
has been surrendered to banking corporations. Instead of one United 
States bank we have to-day more than twenty-two hundred, exercising 
powers that belong to the Government and should not be intrusted to 
associations of wealth, and coupled with the powers surrendered to 
these associations is the power to contract and expand the currency at 
will. My friend from Iowa [Mr. WEAVER] some days ago pointed to 
these methods of taxation and robbery. Let me tell him that he was 
firing over the head of the real enemy when he was firing at the na- 
tional banks, amenable as they were to his able criticism. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Will the gentleman allow me—— 

Mr. DUNN. It is the taxation that is extorted under the operation 
of this surrender of the powers of Government that is impoverishing 
the people and driving them to desperation. The indirect and unseen 
taxation was the enemy that lay in ambush nearer to him than that at 
which he was firing. He was sound and correct in what he said, but he 
did not say half enough. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Then, Mr. Chairman, as it was impossi- 
ble for me to say all, if I was sound and correct in what I did say, I 
am not vbnoxious to criticism. 

Mr. DUNN. It is almost impossible for any one to say all that 

> said on this subject. es Caen power 

to lay and collect duties on imports for nea ath auton | Genta 
of the Government and providing for the common defense and welfare, 
has been farmed out, stctenaie’ farmed out, to associations of wealth 
engaged in what is every ingle dollar that gos into the Treawary of 
this country. For every single weap mt to the of 
the Government under aaah npciann of Segal go into the 


of private associations of wealth or individuals to increase their private 
profit and build up their private enterprises. When we look at all 
these vast surrenders of power, this absolute transformation of the Goy- 
ernment from one which was intended to give its bests results to al! its 
people to what it is‘to-day, it is enough to fix the brand of treason upon 
the men who did it. 

Where is your free people's Republic of thirty years ago? What is 
it to-day but a huge system of jobbery, that is taxing and robbing the 
people to poverty, to ignorance, to violence, and to bloodshed? Un- 
less these evils are corrected there will come a day when this young 
Samson of the people will rise in his might, and, bursting these bands 
asunder, inflict just and merited punishment upon those who have been 
guilty of the attempt to throttle and bind and destroy them. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Will the gentleman yield to me one mo- 
ment? 

Mr. DUNN. Certainly. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. In reply to the remark of the gentleman 
that I shot over the head of the real enemy when I shot at the national 
banks, I want to say that I think I shot atthe head. In my judgment 
the national-bank monopoly is associated with all the other monopolies 
of this country, and stands at the head. 

Mr. DUNN. I said not that the gentleman did not fire at a proper 
subject for his excellent artillery, but that he fired over the head of the 
more dangerous and unseen enemy—these invisible forms of taxation 
which lie concealed nearer to him. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. If they were invisible I could not be e» 

pected to fire at them. 

"ion DUNN. Iwantto remind gentlemen again that these patent laws 
constitute a greater and worse burden than any of the others. I know 
nothing and care nothing about this particular case. I am opposed to 
the perpetuation of such monopolies and such taxing power in any form, 
and shall oppose it in every form in which it may make its appearance 
here. I oppose the extension of any and all patents. 

Several MemMBerRs. ‘ Vote!”’ 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I ask leave to reply to the gentleman's 
proposition to strike out that single word. [Cries of ‘‘Vote!’’] I will 
make my reply as brief as poésible. 

The CHAIRMAN. Only a pro forma amendment is pending, and 
general debate has not been closed. 

Mr. KELLEY. I understood there was an amendment of the com- 
mittee pending to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment of the committee pend- 
ing, to which the gentleman from Arkansassubmitted a pro forma amend- 
ment when he rose to address the committee; but it was not necessary, 
as general debatc has mot been closed. 
~ Mr. KELLEY. Then I have the floor for an hour if I choose to oc- 


cupy it. 
The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. [Cries of ‘* Vote!’’} 
Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, in all seriousness, I ask before we 


approve this bill which is commended to us by such extraordinary as- 
sertions that we take the opinion of the official adviser of Congress in 
such matters—the National Academy of Science. I doitinall sincerity 
and in all respect to the gentlemen who press the bill. 

I am not afraid, as is the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. DuNN], of 
its raining the country by the amount of money it will draw from the 
pockets of people who may want to use the patent, for, as I understand, 
the patent existed for seventeen years and nobody ever thought of buy- 
ing one of the instruments, and therefore I can not believe that if we 
give it seven years additional life the demand for it will ruin the country. 

I want to address the committee again to say that, while as at pres- 
ent advised I am the extension of this patent, the gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. DUNN] has not spoken for me. I dissent 
from his premises in toto. 1 have read translations of much that both 
Most and Spies have published, but they have not convinced me that 
property is robbery and this country is going to the dogs because the 
ae imposes taxes and appoints assessors and collectors. 1 do 

ae of their infernal doctrines. [Laughter and applause. | 
Mr BROWN, of lvania. Good! a 

Mr. KELLEY. But I do believe that a great invention is property, 
which should be protected by a just government. [ Applause. | 

Mr. DUNN. The gentleman will allowme. No one will doubt he 
is in favor of high taxes. He has left the country in no doubt about 
that. and on the Democratic side. ] 

Mr. she camaan favor aes to - a ee — = “ 
there ma; to tax. [Applause on the ublican side 

I will discuss that tion on the basis of Arkansas when we cet 
up a "Tnsllone ta Oovelegion by a committee of this House of which I am a mem- 
ber. I ve in the resources of a country, in giving the 
people of a country employ ment in other esos han when agriculture 


ee ee an 
the pitino Arka a would permit the 
resources of that State she would shine 


canahanens Sadie teketsiel cohenneb tas eet. and her people 
would cnaund ion in wealth. What other State has her material re 
sources ? 

Mr. DUNN. What prevents it? 
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Mr. KELLEY. Whatpreventsit! Why, the absurd economic the- 
ories, devotion to which led to the formation of your southern confed- 
eracy. [Applause on the Republican side. } 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. That is just it. 

Mr. KELLEY. Popular belief that our workshops should be on 
the other side of the ocean instead of in the United States. [Renewed 
applause on the Republican side.] That is what is the matter with 

ou. 

: What prevents you! 

Mr. DUNN. Yes. 

Mr. KELLEY. Why the principle of that provision of your con- 
federate constitution. 

Mr. DUNN. Have you not one law—— 

Mr. KELLEY. It is my turn now, and I do not yield. 

Mr. DUNN. Have you notone law for Arkansas to-day and another 
for Pennsylvania ? 

The C RMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has the floor, 
and does not yield. 

Mr. KELLEY. No; I do not yield. 

Mr. DUNN. I grant you have a law which robs Arkansas. 

Mr. KELLEY. I do not yield; nor do I ask the gentleman to make 
my remarks. 

What prevents them! Why, sir, it is that constitution which lives 
in their hearts and minds and controls them, which prohibits, so far 
as law and popular principle can do it, the development of the resources 
of great States. Sir, that constitution, against the establishment of 
which Abraham Lincoln and Edwin M. Stanton, the Army and the Navy 
of the United States, and the loyal people of the country were ‘‘arch- 
conspirators,’’ prohibited the development of the resources of the States 
over which it was intended to prevail as fundamental law. In round- 
about language it declared that the boundless and vastly diversified 
mineral resources and manufacturing power of the country should not 

«be developed so long as the oppressed laborers of Europe could under 
the control of the concentrated capital of the world make wares and 
fabrics cheaper than they could be made in those undeveloped States 
where capital was needed. Thatisthe whole story. It is devotion to 
this theory that keeps the South poor. 

Where, for instance, outside of the State of Arkansas, on the Ameri- 
can continent can you find beds of purest chalcedony from which an 
ingenious, cultivated, and industrious people would supply the world 
with precious works of art ? 

Mr. DUNN. You do not send 2 per cent. of all of your manufact- 
ures to the world. 

Mr. KELLEY. I will not consent, Mr. Chairman, that the gentle- 
man shal) continue to interrupt me. 

Where are there beds of better ore for iron or for steel, whether Bes- 
semer, open-hearth, or basic ?_ Where are there more willing laborers 
than in the State of Arkansas and other undeveloped portions of the 
late confederated States; and, let me ask, where does illiteracy so pre- 
vail? Yes, the comparative poverty and ignorance of the entire South 
are legitimate results of that same system of infernal devotion to for- 
eign commerce to the exclusion of the utilization of their own native 
material and the development of the faculties of their own people. 
[A on the Republican side. ] 

what has the mowing-machine robbed the country? By what 
> var State or national, _ fo. —— of Arkansas ever compelled 
@ mowing-machine ter and applause on the Repub- 

lican side. ] as 7 - 

What Arkansas woman was ever arrested and lugged before the courts 
of law because she did not buy asewing-machine? [Laughter.] Sir, 
the gentleman is not old enough, but if he were and would recall Ar- 
kansas as she was half a century ago, when bands of freebooters made 
her their refuge and there was not an industrial invention known within 
her borders, he would be ready to agree with gentlemen on this side of 
the House that if it had not been for patented invention Arkansas would 
still be a wilderness. 

Mr. DUNN. And Pennsylvania protection has been raiding it ever 
since Murrell quit. 

Mr. KELLEY. Pennsylvania has done her whole duty in the prem- 
ises. She furnished the Army against that free-trade constitution as 
many able-bodied men in proportion to her population as any other 
Coteuieen on the Republican side] Her people were all 
: tuity of the constitution of the 
Renewed applause. } 
iy If I went further I might touch 
ae domain of the tariff [laughter], and I therefore yield to my 

from Ohio [Mr. BurreRwortu }. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Mr. Chairman, the bill now before the com- 
mittee for consideration has not challenged the slightest attention from 
either of the honorable gentlemen who have justspoken. The discus- 
sion has taken a wide It was very far from my thought to take 
any tone I — ™m, of the courtesy of my honored 

from Pennsylvania, Judge KELLEY, only to reply to the obser- 
vations of my friend from Arkansas [Mr. DuNN] with reference to the 
operation and influence of our system of patent laws; but I have been 
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#9 happily anticipated by the father of the House, Judge KELLEY, in 
much that I would say, that I shall detain the committee but a very 
short time. 

My friend from Arkansas has rightly said that in some cases inven- 
tions have been so utilized in this country as, in a measure, to exact un- 
just tribute fromourpeople. That has beenexceptional, however. The 
instances are few and far between. I submit, Mr. Chairman, that ovr 
fathers did no wiser thing for their pesterity than when they provided in 
the Constitution for encouraging and cherishing the growth of literature 
and art among our people by gecuring to inventors and authors for a 
term of years the exclusive ownership of the product of their genius. 
The unequaled growth and development of the arts and the marvelous 
progress made in all the fields of literature are due, and almost wholly 
due, to the protection afforded to inventors and authors under our be- 
neficent patent and copyright laws. 

The genius of invention lies at the very foundation of our industrial 
growth. Everything about this Hall bears witness to the good that 
has been done by the inventive genius of the country. In some rare 
instances there may have been what seemed to be unjust exactions by 
those owning and controlling valuable inventions, and I agree with my 
friend that possibly, if such a thing was practicable, it would be well 
to do here as is done in Germany with reference to certain inventions. 

Mr. DUNN. Let me ask the gentleman from Ohio a question. Do 
you not believe that a liberal royalty would be better, and would more 
uniformly compensate the inventor himself, than the present system? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I was just about to refer to that. Under 
the German system there are certain inventions upon which the gov- 
ernment reserves the right to and does fix aroyalty. It relates to that 
class of inventions which, on account of their utility, go into such gen- 
eral use that if retained in the hands of monopoly hardships might 
result by reason of the price being placed beyond the reach of many of 
the people. There is, however, this difficulty in the way of adopting 


such a system here: One invention is often so related to and blended 


with others, and necessarily so, that it is almost if not quite impossi- 
ble to tell just what device or improvement would properly be covered 
by the royalty. I have given the subject much thought, and am in- 
clined to the belief that, however desirable in result, the German sys- 
tem would, in practical operation in the United States, be impractica- 
ble if not impossible. 

Now, I wish for a moment to call the attention of the committee to 


the suggestion of the venerable gentleman from Pennsylvania. No 
man in this country is compelled to use an invention. 


He may let it 
severely alone if he prefers for any reason todo so. It does not devolve 
upon the farmer to use a horse-rake or a mowing-machine or a thresher. 
He may still rake his grain with a hand-rake, cut his grass with a 
scythe, his grain with a sickle, and thrash it with a flail or upon the 
tramping-floor. We may still go to church in a jolt-wagon instead of 
availing ourselves of the more modern phaeton or traveling carriage. 
We may still go for the doctor upon a horse or afoot instead of using 
the telegraph or the telephone or going upon the swift-moving train. 
We may still put wheat in one end of a sack anda stone in the other to 
balance it and swing the sack across the back of a mule and take it 
miles across the country to mill or market instead or availing ourselves 
of the modern instrumentalities, the product of inventive genius, which 
will enable us to do it cheaper and better at a tenth of the cost of time 
and labor. I say this only to illustrate that we may resolutely stick 
to the old waysif we will Weare not compelled by law to have things 
either comfortable or convenient. But it is susceptible of easy demon- 
stration that under the system which my friend seems to disparage it 
has been made easier and cheaper in all the affairs of life to have both 
the comforts and the conveniences which are in this day and generation 
almost indispensable to happiness. 

The growth of industrial art, while rapid in one sense, is yet so gradual 
that we are apt to ignore the marvelous achievements in the matter of 
practical results attained. In ashort time the broad fields of the South 
will be white with cotton. Why, Mr. Chairman, all the adult popula- 
tion of the United States would not be equal to harvesting the cotton 
picking the fibers from the seed, and preparing and putting the product 
into cloth by the old hand process and without the intervention of modern 
inventions. 

Think of a nation of fifty-five millions of people being unequal to 
caring for and utilizing a single crop in one section of the country. 
This seems like an exaggerated statement, and. yet it is susceptible of 
demonstration. And notonly would the labor be enormous but the cost 
of the coarsest calico would be equal to the cost of a yard of silk to-day. 

Why, sir, but for the inventive genius of this country our lines of set- 
tlements would not to-day have réached beyond the Alleghanies. 

Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman allow me one remark? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DUNN. That is the stereotyped answer toevery argument that 
is made against extortion, against the right to extort unreasonable 
charges. What the gentleman has been stating is not what I was ar- 
guing. I say that the patenting of these invented articles and these 
discoveries under the law which gives the inventor or his assigns the 
exclusive right to do what he pleases with them destroys all compe- 
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tition in manufacture, all competition in sale, all competition in any 
methods of use, and causes the thing to be sold at a price four or five 
times higher than it ought to be. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Thatiswhat my friend said. I understood 
him perfectly. Idonotthink any one mi him. I want tosay 
to him the experience and history of the world is that without the full 
and adequate protection which our law affords to the inventive genius 
of the country there would be no development in the line of industry, 
no competition for which he sighs, since the very germ from which com- 
petition in the various arts must grow, wguld sicken and die the moment 
you take away the exclusive property tof the inventor in the thing 
which he invents. In the absence of Jaw which secured to men the 
fruit and coinage of their hands and brain, science hid itself in the 
cloisters. It had nothing for and gave nothing to the people. What 
there was of learning, what there was of science and art was hid away 
in temples and cathedrals, and was retained without law by the few 
and scattered curses instead of blessings among men. It was not until 
encouragement was given to the inventive genius of the world that 
rapid progress became possible, and a superior and enlightened civiliza- 
tion was ushered in. The tax, if any, is in each case self-imposed, and 
for dimes exacted dollars are returned. I wish in this connection to 
call the attention of my honored friend to a fact not generally known, 
and which he therefore naturally overlooks. Itisthis: Thereis not 10 
per cent. of the inventions of this country that pay back to the invent- 
ors, or to anybody except our whole people who use and enjoy them, 
10 per cent. of the cost of their production. 

Of the four hundred patents I signed each week not 10 per cent. ever 
paid the inventors a tenth of the cost of their production, and yet each 
and every one was a valuable step in the growth and development of 
the art to which it related. Alone it could not be made available to 
yield profit to the inventor. And so the world obtains all these im- 
provements, these progressive steps in the growth of the art, without 
paying a penny. We pay full value possibly for those great improve- 
ments which work a revolution in the art or method, and even in these 
the advantage in the use of the improvement is in excess of the in- 
creased cost; else clearly they would not be purchased, for men do not 
buy or hire without a view to profit. The advantage is always weighed 
in the balance against the increased cost over the old method. Few 
have any just conception of the number of persons who have bestowed 
carnest effort in investigation, thought, and labor in the production of 
the finished machines by which such wonderful results are obtained. 
The sewing-machine of to-day is a remarkable instance. The first crude 
machine was invented more than two centuries in Paris, France. 
And, sir, the production of the finished machine of to-day with all the 
appliances, engaged the effort in thought and action ofa greater num- 
ber of men than Cesar led in the conquest of Gaul. 

The mowing-machine in crude form antedates the Christianera. It 
was used in Colchis. ‘The reaperand mower seen to-day in the harvest 
fields of our country are the product of the efforts of a greater number 
of men than were required to build the lines of railway to the Pacific 
Ocean. Sir, the genius of artisans and mechanics throughout the world 
and especially in the United States is at work daily solving the great 
problem of lightening the burdens of the toiler by better and 
larger results with less use and wear of human energy and muscle. 
They are busy everywhere increasing and cheapening the comforts and 
conveniences of life, each having under our system for a term of years 
the exclusive ownership of the valuable thing he has contributed to the 
growth of art or literature. 

The history of the world shows conclusively that men do not put 


forth an effort except in the hope and ex ion of reaping a proper 
reward. Noman or woman ever to nce a sewing-machine 
merely to do his or her own sewing, nor would McCormack have labored, 


studied, and experimented a lifetime to produce a reaper merely to cut 
his own harvests, nor yet to give without just compensation the result 
of his efforts to the community at large. Our knowledge of men and 
the experience of mankind leaves no doubt of the correctness of this 
proposition. 

Now, I desire to call the attention of my friend toanother matter in 
reference to the inventive geniusofthecountry. There isa widespread 
belief that when an instrument, device, or machine is producéd which 
enables one man to do the work of five or six, wages are thereby neces- 
sarily and permanently reduced. The result is exactly the reverse. 
Instead of reducing wages they are in fact increased. Our industries 
are multiplied and labor redistributed and lightened. The inventive 
genius of our country redistributes labor, lightens the burdens of the 
laborer, increases the comforts of home, multiplies the means of enjoy- 
ment, and adds to the sum of humana Why, sir, there are 
one hundred industries in the United States to-day employing thou- 
sands of men that did not exist five years ago, each one of those in- 
dustries filling an impertant part in our vast economic system. 

I had occasion while preparing the exhibit for the New Orleans Ex- 
position to investigate in order to see how far the inventive genius of 
this country in producing machines and tended 
to reduce wages. I found the it was to 
labor. In the shoe factoriesof New England, one man by means 
of labor-saving machinery was enabled to do the work of the 
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known, though 
that costs more than it did half a century ago? What comfort.and con- 
venience has not been enlarged, i 
den has not been lightened by the fruits of the genius of invention’ 





every household in our 


wages were advanced while the output was vastly increased. Our peo- 
ple do not go barefooted from spring to fall now; shoes are within the 
reach of all. 


I desired to make this reply to my friend from Arkansas because | 


did not want the allegation to go out unquestioned that the patent law . 
of this country, which secure to every inventor the product of his ge- 
nius, are working against the best interests of our people. That is not 
true. Mr. Chairman, there never was a time in the history of this Re- 
public, there never was a time in the history of the world when a day's 
labor would purchase so much that is necessary and needful for the 
comfort and convenience of 
our struggling people. 
tion we have received into our midst nearly eight millions of people 
from Europe, that we have taken them into the ranks of labor, an 
into our social and political organism as well. 


Neverintheworld! Talk about 
Why, sir, do you reflect that within a genera- 


Those people have had to find in our mills, shops, factories, fields, 


and mines the opportunity to earn a livelihood. And to-day, I say to 
the gentleman, it is due to the inventive genius of this country, from 
which has sprung our multiplied industries, that we have been enable: 
to do this. 
in Boston or New York will pay the freight ona year’s supply shipped 
from the city of Chicago to New York or Boston. 
price which an artisan or mechanic in Boston or New York gets for a 
day’s labor will pay the cost of shipping his year’s supply from the city 
of Chicago to Boston and New York, and that result is due and due 
alone to the inventive genius of this country, fostered, cherished, and 


Look atthe results. Why, sir, the wage of one day’s labor 


In other words, the 


proteeted by our system of patent laws. 
My friend says that the patent laws impose an unperceived and un- 
oppressive, tax upon us. Whatis there in this country 


ncreased, and cheapened? What bur- 


Name one. 


Mr. DUNN. That is not the question. The question is, What is 


there in this country that does not cost more to-day because of the ex- 
cessive tax upon it. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. There is absolutely nothing that costs more. 
Every man isable to produce morenow. _Thereis nota man in America 


that can not produce 500 per cent. more in every direction than he could 
twenty-five or fifty years ago. 
ber of acres with less labor and less expense—can take care of more 


The farmer can planta far greater num- 


actes of land, take care of it better, and have his crops in better condi- 
tion than he could in the older day. Nor is the labor of the husband- 
man now, as formerly, a constant wear and waste of muscle. He does 
have to pay more for each laborer, but the general cost of production is 
less. 

Mr. DUNN. And he has less at the end of the year. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. One moment. My friend can not hire a 
man now to go into the field to raké and bind behind the cradle, but 
the same man gets more wages for sitting up and driving the horses 
that haul the mowing machine, or the reaper, or cultivator. You can 
not get working men to toilas they oncedid. Theday of drudgery has 

away. The brain has come to the relief of akon the mind 
to the relief ‘of the muscle. Our miners will not dig as they used to. 
Why? Because modern inventions and appliances have enabled one 
man, without the effort which so rapidly wore out the workman, to do 
the work of ten, and the interest and the humanit ao the employer 
compels him to adopt the labor-saving appliances. 1 is dug for less 
mont Sam 2 en aneee ae in lseel toe tam the cost of prod uc- 
tion generally is ee and hence the cost to the consumer is much less 
than formerly; and, Mr. . Chairman, I repeat, nobody is obliged to use 
modern inventions? 

There is nothing to hinder my friend from Arkansas in case he has 
the toothache from going to the old-fashioned dentist and being dragge: 
around the floor two or three times before his tooth isextraeted. [Lauyh- 
ter.] Or, if he prefers, he can adopt the modern method, and go to a 
ncaa ene with the age and have the tooth extracted almo-' 
pag oor, If amputation of a leg is necessary, he has still the right 
to Sea ie sawed 0 off by . old meets, ioateed F eting - 
new, by w the operation is comparatively painless perfectly 
safe. It is the inventive genius of the young Republic, encouraged by 
the Constitution and the laws made in 


mentsof to-day with those of the olden time. Consider the art of war. 
Why, sir, if there had been mounted upon the walls of Troy our 
mate enginery of war ‘‘ Argive Helen’’ could have sammoned to he: 
side her maids and unaided eee poe eee freed only 
the city and have sunk the Grecian fleet, nae sees egyennd cols 
io ve 

Sir, it will not do to protest against what the inventive genius of this 


connie Dun Snes $ to denounce it as a source of unjust or needles 


It has everything. It has carried blessings to 


and has placed them within ‘the reach oi 
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My friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] has put the case well 
with reference to the protectivesystem. 1 will not enter upon that line 
of discussion. I proposed only and very briefly to point out the result 
of our patent system in securing better methods and increased comforts 
at reduced cost. : i 

Mr. Chairman, how is the inventive genius stirred into active effort? 
Why, sir, clearly by giving to that genius the enjoyment of the result 
of its effort. Why, sir, in every shopthe man who was busy hammer- 
ing intoshapea horseshoe asked: ‘‘ Is it not possible tomake this horse- 
shoe without wearing out the muscles of the men who stand at the 
forge?’ And in answer the spirit of our law said: If you producesuch 
a machine it shall be your exclusjve property for a term of years in 
consideration of your labor in its production and the ultimate blessing 
to mankind. ‘The result wasthat in time the genius of the workman 
solved the problem. A mechanic—amechanic, not a millionaire, not 
an idler—constructed a machine which makes more horseshoes in a day, 
and makes them better, than fifty blacksmiths could. The blacksmith 
that used te make horseshoe-nails—the man in whose shops we as boys 
used to sit and at whom we used to look with admiration of the cun- 
ning of his hands, to whom we talked, while resting he leaned upon 
his anvil—that man asked himself daily if there was not some machine 
possible by which his labors could be lessened and he be made pros- 
perous in the production of such a machine, and the result was that 
the ling inventive genius finally gave to the world a machine 
which would do the work of a hundred blacksmiths in making horse- 
shoe-nails, and would make them better and cheaper. And so it goes 
through the whole range and field of art. Thus the artisans and me- 
chanies of our country in the development of their several arts—blessed 
themselves, and better still, they conferred a lasting blessing on their 
fellow men. . 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman yield to me for asingle minute? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Always. 

Mr. KELLEY. My friend’s description of the manufacture of horse- 
shoe nails, and other nails, recalls very vividly to my mind what I spent 
some days in studying in the neighborhood of Birmingham, England, 
in 1883. There I saw nails made by women and their daughters, in the 
nail-works of England, where our patent law does not operate. There 
you find the mother, assisted by her daughter, working fourteen hours 
a day and the two getting a shilling and a half, what with us would 
be 374 cents. 

— MILLS. Butone man here makes as much as five men over 
t ° 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I thank the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
for the interruption. I wish to say one other thing. It seems as if 
Providence had guided and controlled the genius of invention so as to 
meet in proper order the growing wants of men, kindred inventions in 
the same art going forward hand in hand. This is happily illustrated 
by the fact that while Whitney down near the Gulf was giving the 
world the much needed cotton-gin, a colaborer across the ocean was 
finishing the spinning-jenny. And in another shop a busy workman 
was completing the loom. All working unknown to each other, to one 
great end—to comfortably and cheaply clothe our people. And though 
older in conception, yet later in maturing came the sewing-machine. 
Soamid the cotton fields of America Whitney by his genius enabled the 
planter to prepare his cotton for the manufacturer. Hargraves, an En- 
glish mechanic, had produced the spinning-jenny. And Cartwright had 
invented the loom, and in a short time, although all the fields through- 
out the South whitened with the cotton crop, inventive genius had pre- 
pared the way to take care of it so as to make our clothing cheaper and 
more abundant. / e 

The same idea is grandly exemplified in the development of the art 
of printing? When the Dark Ages away and the Reformation 
was ushered in, it was to facilitate the dissemination of great 
truths, to scatter them broadcast throughout the world. What fol- 
lowed? The invention of the art of printing; and on the heels of that 
there came in time the power-press; so that to-day the thoughts of wor- 
thy men, and I regret to say the unworthy, too, are carried on the wings 
of lightning and given to the press everywhere, so that the sententious 
suggestions of my honored friend from Arkansas will be read to-morrow 
in every hamlet throughout this country as well as, I am glad to say, 
that thoroughly efficacious antidote administered by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. [Applause. | 

I wish to say but one thing further, for I had no expectation of tres- 
passing so long on the time and patience of the House. The spirit 
which actuates on from Arkansas is the same spirit which 
oe Jacquard in Lyons when he sought to bless his people by giv- 


to them the Jacquard loom, through the aid of which a handful of 


work of a hundred. It is the same spirit which 
mobbed the inventor of the sewing-machine in Paris; the same spirit 

mobbed that genius in mechanics Hargreaves be- 
cause it was supposed his invention would take bread out of the mouths 
worked in the factory by his side. Yet I take it, 
Arkansas will, like those who in Lyons mobbed 
Jacquard and afterward contributed to build a monument to his genius, 
live to thank the inventors of this and other countries for what they 
have done to bless mankind. 
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If I should make any criticism upon the disposition of the people 
represented by my honored friend from Arkansas it would be that they 
have refused to keep pace with the growing spirit of the age. They 
have had to be dragged along slowly; but I trust they are coming surely. 
I am willing, sir, if it be not ill-advised, to suggest the comparison, to 
take any State of the Union where inventive genius has been encour- 
aged, where the people have made haste to use turbine wheels and 
engines and sewing-machines and telegraphs and telephones—in other 
words, where they have been quick to avail themselves of the best 
method of achieving important results—I am willing to compare any 
such State or locality in point of intelligence, industry, the comfort ot 
its people, and in point of true contentment and that happiness which 
springs from wise content, with any section of this country or any 
other where the spirit which actuates my honorable friend from Arkan- 
sas is in the ascendency. The results will speak for themselves, and 
are more potent than any language I can employ. 

The inventive genius of this country hunts out every furrow and 
seeks to turn it broader and deeper. It seeks the woman who is using 
the needle and says to her, “‘ Do not use your fingers; use machinery.’’ 
In other words, it seeks to lessen the toil which makes man a burthen 
bearer, and seeks to enable him to do by his genius that which our 
fathers did with their muscle alone. 

I desire to say that the intellectual coinage of my friend is as much 
his property as that which he creates with his-hands, and may be of 
vastly more importance to mankind. There is not a wheel that turns 
in all this universe, not a trip-hammer that falls, not a spindle that 
whirls, that did not first turn and fall and whirl in the brain of the 
inventor. The machine is but the materialization of the inventor's 
conception. And the result of his intellectual effort is as much his 
property as if it was merely and wholly the work of his hands—work 
fashioned out of physical substances without the exercise of the genius 
ofinvention. If this truth be not recognized, then inventive genius 
will shut itself up, will cease to be active; for no’man exerts himself 
except for the reward which is to follow. My friend, if he will investi- 
gate this subject carefully, will find that his criticisms upon that sys- 
tem under which our Government protects the inventors and authors 
of the country are unwarranted and unjust. 

There are so many things coming into my mind as I stand here which 
illustrate so thoroughly the advantages we have obtained from foster- 
ing and cherishing the inventive genius of our people that if I should 
attempt to recite them I should detain the House much lenger than I 
desire and much longer than members would be willing to listen. I 
will, however, cite one or two marked instances to which my honorable 
friend from New York (Mr. Hewitt] called my attention yesterday. 
Bessemer steel is one, the value of this invention in saving to the coun- 
try is not estimated by hundreds of millions only, but by thousands of 
millions of dollars. The other invention to which that same friend also 
called my attention is the machine for testing the strength of wood, 
iron, and steel, used in the construction of buildings, bridges, &c. 
Thousands of lives have been saved as the result of its adoption, and 
the saving in dollars to this people amounts to hundreds of millions. 
Mr. Chairman, the genius of invention is the inspiration of God; and 
it can not dootherwise than bless us when wisely directed. { Applause. ] 

I will not consume more time to-day, but I shall take occasion at an 
early period, if opportunity is offered, to furnish to the House and the 
country some statistics which will set forth somewhat in Cetail the 
marvelous growth of the industrial arts in this country; how greatly 
our industries have been multiplied; how epportunities for remunera- 
tive employment have been increased; to what vast extent the com- 
forts and conveniences which adorn, beautify, and make healthful the 
homes of our land have multiplied and cheapened. I shall do this in 
connection with the proposition te give the honorable Commissioner of 
Patents, Mr. Montgomery, the force actnally necessary to dispose of the 
vast business brought tohis bureau. I feel well assured, Mr. Chairman, 
that upon careful study of this question gentlemen will reach the con- 
clusion that in nothing did our fathers show greater wisdom than in 
providing for the encouragement of the coining and printing of noble 
and ennobling thoughtsand the production of labor-saving machinery. 
I return to my honored friend from Pennsylvania such portion of the 
hour as remains. [ Applause. ]’ 

Mr. KELLEY. The general demand seems to be for a vote; and, 
unless somebody has some special benediction to pronounce, I will now 
ask for a vote. 

Mr. DUNN. I have a “special benediction to pronounce”’ for 
benefit of my friends on the other side. 

Mr. KELLEY. Then I reserve the residue of my time 
time have I remaining? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘Twenty minutes. 

Mr. DUNN. Iam not at ail surprised, Mr. Chairman, my criticism 
of the policies which have obtained during the past twenty-five years 
of bad legislation and administration should have roused to the very 
depths the friends, adherents, and advocates of high taxation and mo- 
nopoly extortion. I anticipated that, and I am gratified at the result. 


Let the galled jade wince, my withers are unwrung! 


Now for reply to my distinguished friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. 


the 


How much 















Rina tal PS rw meen aren 


cee ree) 


an n p 
bE EMS te FM calle dee 





A520) 





KELLEY}. Whodoubts if the Government would longer exist without 
a method of taxes which enables Pennsylvania and other such States 


with like interest to develop by robbing the tax-paying people by 
means of an unseen, unknown, unpublished, and unconsented-to sys- 
tem of taxes. [Applause.] 


That gentleman, as he always has done, claims to be the special 
champion of labor. I will ask the Clerk to read what is said by a mas- 
ter workman and laborer of Pennsylvania—what he says in behalf of 
Pennsylvania capital and monopoly, of associated wealth clothed with 
power to extort and rob under an unjust system of taxation. 

Mr. KELLEY. Name the author. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Powderly. 
ticle is read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


FREE TRADE IN LABOR—THE KIND OF WORKERS PROTECTED INTERESTS EM- 
PLOY IN PENNSYLVANIA, 
ScRanTon, Pa., June 24. 
Ex-Mayor Powderly, of this city, general master-workman of the Knights of 
Labor, who has just returned from a trip to the Connellsville coke region, said 
Saturday that he never believed such d tion possible as he had witnessed 
among the Hungarians in that portion of Pennsylvania. The condition of the 
women who worked at and around the glowing furnaces, doing tasks that 
would try the stoutest men, he described as being most lamentable, and sur- 
passing in grim realism anything he had ever heard or read on the subject. 
fe says: ‘I have often heard of the employment of women at the coke-ovens, 
but never had an opportunity of seeing it before. At 6 o'clock in the morning 
I went to the coke-works, and there Tow that the stories I had heard about 
this matter were not exaggerated. At one of the ovens I saw a woman halt 
naked drawing the hot coke from the chamber. She had no covering on her 
head and very little on her person. Her appearance was that of one whose 
spirit had been broken by hardship and hard work. Her attire ccasisted of a 
coarse chemise and a pair of cowhide boots. In a freight car close by stood an- 
other woman forking the coke as it came to the car. Forking is the term used 
to indicate the disposition of the coke when it is thrown into the car.. The per- 
son who does the forking throws the coal to either end of the caras it is wheeled 
in. The woman in the doorway and was dressed in a rough, loose-fittin 
outer garment and an apron. Her person from the waist up was ex . 
When she stooped over to handle the coke she caught her hair between her teeth 
im order to keep it out of her way. Her feet were encased in a pair of heavy 
shoes and her legs were exposed from the knees down. Her babe, which she 
brought to the works with her, lay in front of the car, with scarcely any cov- 
ering except the shadow of a wheelbarrow, which was turned up in order to 
protect the child from the rays of the sun. Many more such scenes met my 
view, and some of them were even worse than this. The opposition to the 
Hungarians amvunts to a hatred, which is liable at any time to burst forth into 
a blaze that may sweep them entirely out of the country.” 


Mr. DUNN. Now, Mr. Chairman, my friend from Kentucky [Mr. 
BRECKINRIDGE] hands me an extract from the New York Herald, 


which I also ask the Clerk to read. It gives a further acco. nt of the 


beauties, luxuries, and wealth and delight of that protected labor. 
[ Applause. ] 
Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman—— 
Mr. DUNN. I do not yield. 
Mr. KELLEY. I thought the gentleman had taken his seat. 
Mr. DUNN. No; I have a good deal more to say. [Laughter. ] 
Mr. KELLEY. I do not ask him to yield. 


Mr. DUNN. I hope the gentleman will have patience to hear what 


is coming. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


WORN OUT—APTER YEARS OF STRUGGLING LITTLE EMILY HEARN FINDS LONG 
REST. 


Yesterday the body of little Emily Hearn lay in a casket, and beside it stood 
her, and their tears fell upon her shroud. She seemed to 
; it hardly seemed as though it was death. A smile softened the 
rigid lines of her mouth, while the lips and the cheeks were softly tinged with 
tances 
o lived in the same building—No. 47} Carmine street—reverently glanced at 
the dead girl's face and wy their whole heart's sympathy to the poor widow 


those who lov 
rest in sleep 


a pak that might have adorned a rose. The neighbors and the acq 
w 


whose main support she been. 


Yes, she had toiled for the mother and the little brothers since the time she 
had first been able to earn a dollar, and only ceased to toil when exhausted = 


ure revolted as she sat ae oe millinery feathers at her bench in the 
tory. Of the young girl the 


lar, her hazel eyes large and flashing, and her black hair when shaken from 
comb fell in masses, 80 that 
would laughingly sit upon it, “ just to show the folks how long it was.” 
MUCH LABOR AND SMALL EARNINGS, 

She had one of those faces, those sweet, open 
through the streets turn to look at. “And had she not those who would 
her?” said the mother amid sobs. “Lord bless y 
girl, and she listened to no nonsense. It was from bed to th . 
shop to the work she brought home with her. She was one of the ustri 


ous 
kind.” Of her virtues and industry the neighbors were never tired telling. 


“ And what did she earn working so hard?” 

“Six dollars a week, please you, sir.” 

The little maid, for she 
heart and faithful to those few persons with whom she 


o 
two other girls who had been employed there to go to another 


goods factory, and she was fond of them an = 
fur goods were made, It was the v height of 


yet they deserted him. Little Emily 
tried to do too much,” so says the son of one of her employers. 
DIED FROM OVERWORK. 


“She left her table, where she had been making dark-blue pompons, and 
“She went up as I came 


started for the stairs,” said the same young 
down. She was suddenly ill. Mother went up and saw her 
Mother said, ‘She is overworked; let hersleep.’ Later mother went up to 


see 
her, and she came down saying, ‘I don’t like Emily’s looks; her cheeks are 


ng blue.’ Iwas out, Mo’ went for a 
ily drink a little cognac, but she was 
Emily was dead.” 
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You will get his name when the ar- | 





-hearted neighbors talked freely. In the 
humble dwelling she was known as “ Pretty Emily.” Her features were — 


, to please the mother who adored her, 


faces,that men as cher pase 
‘ou, sir, may gitl was © good 
the from the 


was scarcely eighteen, was loyal by nature, true in 
came in contact, For 
three years she had worked for her employers in the Grand street millinery 

fher. Only a week ago the 
place where 


the emplovers’ season, 
ved it a vghablby trick” ena “she 





May 14, 


Deputy Coroner O’Meagher made a t-mortem examination of the body. 
He said: “She died of congestion of the brain. Her blood was watery from 
general debility, caused by overwork.”’ 

Indeed, into her work had put her life; it was all she had to give. 

They took her from the workshop to the place which had been her home and 
left her with her mother. And y, between the hours when thechurch be!|s 
will ring for morning and evening service, she will be borne away te Calvary 
Cemetery to be laid among those who have fallen asleep before her. At rest— 
poor little Emily Hearn, poor little factory girl. 


Mr. DUNN. There is another from the great protected silk manu- 
facturing industry, where they all should be happy and clothed in fine 
raiment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


. 
THE SILK-WEAVERS’ APPEAL. 


The striking silk weavers, of West Hoboken and Union Hill, N. J., have issued 
a circular, setting forth that their wages have been steadily reduced during the 
past five years until now they are less than 50 per cent. of what they were. At 
the same time living expenses have increased by the advance of rents and cost 
of necessaries. They believe that overproduction can be checked by decreasing 
the hours of labor, and their productions will consequently command better 
prices. They state their position is that of white slaves; that the manufacturer 
pays them paltry wages, while he lives in ae style. Their demand is for 
bread, and they appeal to the people to aid them. 


Mr. DUNN. Mr. Chairman, that ought to be an answer to all that 
has been said by those who claim to be the special champions and pro- 
tectors of labor. No such conditions as these have ever existed in Ar- 
kansas or the South. The day is coming, has come, when they will no 
longer be able to rob the wages of the laborer of half its value by doub- 
ling the cost of that which is necessary for him to live upon with an 
unseen and insidious tax and persuade the laborer that it is protection 
to him. 

In the name of protection you have robbed labor of its wages; you 
have robbed the life of labor and of laborers and their families of its hap- 
piness and pleasure, and you send their children to premature graves 
with the prayers and the smiles of the pharisee upon your lips, while 
you send them to a pauper’s grave prematurely prepared for them, and 
pocket the ill-gotten fruits of protection. 

The gentleman says that but for the unwisdom and folly of Arkan- 


‘sas politicians Arkansas would be great to-day. 


Mr. BAYNE. I would like to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I hope the gentleman from Arkansas will not be 
interrupted. This is the best speech for protection ever made on this 
floor. 

Mr. BAYNE. I hope the gentleman will yield for a question. 

“Mr. DUNN. No;1 donot yield. I hope the gentlemen from Penn- 
sylvania will be able to keep their seats while I occupy the floor. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. The gentleman did not keep his seat while the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was on the floor. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. No; the gentleman from Arkansas did not appear 
to be very well anchored while the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 


speaking. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Arkansas declines to he in- 
terrupted. 

Mr. DUNN. I expected the galled jades towince. I expected that. 
Iam not surprised. It shows that my shots are well directed. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania said that it was the folly of Arkau- 
sas politicians, which he uttered with a sneer, which prevented that 
State from blooming and developing as a garden. Heis mistaken as to 
whom Arkansas is indebted for its present condition, which is not per- 
ae deplorable asthegentleman mightimagine. Still I confess that 
it been grievously wronged and robbed. 

If the account is carefully examined and the guilty parties detected 
reqtisition would be sent to Pennsylvania for the robbers. It is the 
Pennsylvania statesman who has robbed Arkansas and also other tax- 
paying communities of their just prosperity; and. I am aware, and | 
grant him, that this policy of protection has allowed them to do it; 
that this Government in fact lays one hand upon the property of the 
agricultural communities, and with the other transfers it to the pock- 
ets of his constituents; and that is what a judge of the Supreme Court 
called ‘‘robbery.”’ 

But I am not here to make a tariff speech. The people are coming 
to understand allof that. What have Isaid that looks toward striking 
down the inventive genius or impoverishing it or discouraging it’ | 
think that those who framed this Government intended that the laws 
should beso enacted and so administered that the greatest possible free- 
dom and benefits and should flow to all the people, not to 
favored associations of wealthalone. I know that it is the theory of old 
countries and of our own Federalist friends that the masses of the peo- 
ple could not be trusted to govern and toshape the future of this coun- 
try; that they are not safe; that some favored class ought to have the 
control of theGovernment. This Government denies that to any class, 
and leaves the whole power in the hands of all the le for their ben- 
efit. Every living soul in this country it was in should share 
= s blessings and benefits of the Government. It was thought 
that efforts of the wisest and best p would so direct 
affairs that each and all should be permitted to participate, and not the 


But these powers have been surrendered to associations of wealth 
who are no better born than anybody else that I am aware of, and they 
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are taxing the masses of the people of this country out of the just fruits 
of their earnings. This has created the results which we now seek to 
correct, but the people are more restless, more discontented, because 
your system of monopoly and protection deprives them not only of half 
of their wages, but of the just measure of employment that belongs to 
them. One of the great apostles of protection announced not long 
since that the time was coming when the statesmanship of this country 
would be called upon to determine how production could be limited 
instead of finding how markets can be extended. That long and oft 

romised home market that was to enrich everybody hasnot appeared, 
but the result has brought riots and bloodshed and butchery, short 
time, lock-outs, strikes, lower wages, and richer empleyers. We are 
all to live upon one another—the manufacturers to live upon all other 
producers and all other laborers, and everybody else to live upon him. 

If I may be pardoned a homely and rather rough metaphor, to pur- 
sue that theory to its logical conclusion is about as unwise as to feeda 
dog upon his own tail and expect him to grow fat upon it—just about 
as wise as that. 

There is but one policy, and that is to extend our markets to com- 
pete with all the manufactures of the whole world, and not only sell 
agricultural products abroad, but manufactures as well. We are ex- 
porting to-day, I believe, about 1 or 1} per cent. of what we manu- 
facture. Eighty per cent. of all that we do export is made up of agri- 
cultural products. And let me tell gentlemen that the time has come 
when the American laborer, by the influence of railroads, telegraphs, 
and improvements which have spread themselves over the whole earth, 
is brought face to face with that long-talked-of pauper labor of the 
whole world. India, through the Suez Canal, is reaching the markets 
of the world which formerly took your wheat from the Northwest. 
That India which exported 40,000 bushels of wheat a few years ago ex- 
ported more than 40,000,000 bushels last year. They can produce it 
and lay it down in the markets of consumption cheaper than you can 
rt it to and across the sea in the near future if our present re- 
strictive policy is adhered to. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. DUNN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman tell us how it is that they 
are able to produce wheat so cheaply in India? Isit not by thecheap 
labor they have there, and does he want American labor to be reduced 
to that level ? 

Mr. DUNN. They are enabled to produce it so cheaply because of 
cheap labor, cheap living, and cheap taxation, but however it comes we 
must confront it and compete with it. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. What clothes do they wear? 

Mr. DUNN. Their conditionis bad, wretched, and miserable. Take 
care that you do not tax your own people into a worsecondition. They 
may take the markets and employments away from our people if we 
continue to increase the cost of production. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. We will protect them from that. 

Mr. DUNN. Your protection has brought you riot and bloodshed 
and poverty, and the squalor which you have heard described in the 
extracts reads from the Clerk’s desk to-day. 

Mr. PETERS. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. DUNN. Ican not. Iam not an advocate of unconditional free 
trade. That is not practicable now. But I want to get away from 
those outrageous war measures of taxation and protection which you 
adhere to. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman have the goodness to state 
what his position is? 

Mr. DUNN. I do not yield further to the gentleman. 
to the question under discussion. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
BurrerwortnH], the late Commissioner of Patents, was roused to 
,» and ered to ug here a most admirable commencement ora- 
splendors that have resulted from the inventive genius of 
and ially of this country, that was délightful, and 
admirable ability for such an address as that. But I think 
of statesmanship is to consider and ascertain correctly 
of the country of every character, for food, for com- 
for industries, for labor, and to so legislate that they shall be 
within reach of ~— living soul in this country at the lowest 


I come back 
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possible price and under the most favorable conditions possible. 
I want to give to the people of this country the results of inventive 
genius. I would give genius its reward in full measure for all 


its discoveries, and would protect the inventor in all of them, I want to 
ve tomankind the fruits of his invention at the lowest possible rates. 
of creating one gigantic monopoly, one great manufacturing 
establishment employing a limited number of hands and taking four 
or five or ten times legitimate — that ought to bé paid for the 
invented article, I would put all the laborers in the country at work 
upon it and would allow all the workshops in the land to be open and 
i with each other for the manufacture of the article; and 
of giving employment to a few hundreds I would give it to all 
an’ and give that article to the consumer cheaper by ten- 
than it so 


them by that policy which the gentleman ad- 
vocates. That is what I favor. - 


i 
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I want to place all the necessaries of life within the reach of every- 
body. It is no answer for the gentleman to tell me if people do not 
want an article they need not take it. That is notthe question. The 
point is, all the people ought to get everything they require at the 
lowest possible price. I do not favor a policy which makes all the nec- 
essaries of life dearer, which makes life harder, and the struggle for life 
more terrible than it already is. You have made it bad enough. 

I reserve the remainder of my time. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mée. Chairman, I want to express my profound ac- 
knowledgments to the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. DuNN] for 
having justified me in referring to Grand Master-Workman Powderly 
as my friend and as my earnest and intelligent colaborer in the cause 
of protection. It has never been my privilege to meet Mr. Powderly, 
but I have received through many sources his kind acknowledgment 
of my services in behalf of the laborers of the country when defend- 
ing that proviyon of Republican po\icy and law to which intelligent 
laborers look tor the maintenance of just compensation for faithful 
work. I desire also to thank the gentleman for having quoted Mr. 
Powderly’s description of the laborers imported by contract into this 
country, as it justifies me in saying that against such importations I 
was among the earliest and have been among the steadiest and most 
vehement opponents. 

Here is the CONGRESSIONAL RecorpD of June 19, 1884, which con- 
tains the discussion upon the labor bill introduced by the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. O’ NEILL] on behalf of the Committee on Labor. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. Let me correct the gentleman. That 
bill was introduced by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foran]. 

Mr. KELLEY. Well, you were championing it. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iam glad toknowthat we agreed once. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. Chairman, during the consideration of that bill I begged a few 
minutes, and in the course of my remarks said: 

I have looked upon the misery of the British, French, Belgian, German, and 
Austrian laborers. I tried during the tariff debate to depict the sufferings of 


some of them. 1 was told when I did so that all the ills | had pointed to could 
be found in this country. 


I painfully admit that specimens of them all can be found inthiscountry. The 
only answer I can make is that they are not general here, as they are elsewhere. 
They are merely seminal here; there they are in full fruition; there they are not 
only germinal, but you will find them blooming everywhere you find popula- 
tion at all condensed, It is our duty to guard against their spread while we 
may. Let us avail ourselves of every means by which we may inspire with 
hope and ambition the poor foreigners who have come to our shores, or who have 
been thrust upon them by speculating contractors and have drifted into the ten- 
ement houses and cellars of New York and elsewhere. Do not let us permit 
avarice to add to theirnumbers. Do not letus gratify the greed of Pole, italian, 
or Slav by welcoming to the ranks of our laborers men and women from the worst 
associations of Eastern and Southern Europe. Do not let us— 

I invite to this early utterance the attention of the gentleman from 
Arkansas who has intimated that I am the creature of capitalists. I 
wish I had capital invested or deposited, but it could not add to my 
freedom or independence, for there is no capitalist or combination of 
capitalists in the country that can put foot upon me or control my 
opinions or conduct. 

Mr. DUNN rose. 

Mr. KELLEY. I decline to be interrupted. 
not shake his Arkansian finger at me. 
question, I went on to say: 

Do not let us permit grasping capitalists, whether making glass, or coke, or 
iron, or any other product, to herd together men and women who seem to be 
without a clear recognition of social or moral distinction between the sexes, if 
we may judge from their daily life and the manner in which they inhabit indis- 
criminately their large but unfurnished sleeping apartments. Can we prohibit 
suchimmigration? We have the general-welfare clause put at us now and again, 
and, should I fail to find power elsewhere in the Constitution, I would invoke 
the general-welfare clause in behalf of the laborers of the country. 

Sir, 1 need not ask assent to this doctrine from Arkansas, a State 
which employs in her mannafacturing industries less than one-fifth of 
less than one-third of 1 per cent. of the manufacturing workmen of the 
country. They who are arithmeticians may work out the problem for 
themselves: the proportions are less than one-fifth of less than one-third 
of either the capital or the employés engaged in manufactures in this 
country. The gentleman can not contradict it. 

Sir, I have been laboring, against Democratic opposition, since 1866 
to relieve from duty raw materials imported for manufactures and to 
relieve our manufactures of the burden of internal taxation. Every to- 
baeco-grower, every tobacco manufacturer, every maker of cigars, che- 
roots, cigarettes, whether mar, woman, or child, is burdened by this 
Democratic taxation against which I have been battling for twenty 
years. 

Mr. DUNN. Who levied those taxes? 

Mr. KELLEY. Who levied them? Why, the ‘‘arch-conspirators’’ 
against the rebel army, Stanton and Lincoln and a Republican Con- 
gress, levied them in order to provide means to maintain the Union and 
the supremacy of the national flag. [Applause on the Republican 
side. } 

Mr. DUNN. And you 

Mr. KELLEY. I decline to yield. I say, Mr. Chairman, that for 
twenty years I have striven to relieve the tobacco-grower of Arkansas 
from this Democratic internal taxation which should have been abol- 
lished long ago. For twenty years I have labored, in season and out 


The gentleman need 
[Laughter.] On the occasionin 
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of season, to give free alcohol to the arts for the manufacture of 
medicines, and varnishes, and in the ten thousand industries of 
country into which it enters; but Demoeratic love of foreign importa- 
tions has said, ‘‘ No; tax eur corn, as you do now, 90 cents a bushel if 
we attempt to convert it into liquid; tax our tobacco as you do now, 
but in God's name keep ont factories and werkshops from our free 
country by abolishing protective duties.’’ 

They forget they can no longer whip their laborers as they used to 
do when slavery existed; that labor is now free, and that they may as 
well let the free laborer of Arkansas be prosperous. . They adhere to 
the doctrine that prevailed when great workshops were justly regarded 
as dangerous to the institution of slavery. They should remember that 
that institution ceased to exist nearly a quarter of a century ago. 

I find that on January 16, 1866, I said: 

My anxiety isnotabout thedebt. Itis that thetaxes it involves shall be as lit- 
tle oppressive as possible and be so adjusted that while fmaties our 
agai: st foreign assault they may add nothing to the cost of those necessaries of life 
whicli we can not produce and for which we must therefore look to other lands. 
The raw materials entering our manufactures, which we are yet unable to pro- 
duce, but on which we un wisely im » duties, I Male of ie neal a free-list with 
tea, coffee, and other such purely foreign essentials of life, and would impose 


dutics on commodities that compete with American productions, 80 as to pro- 
tect «very fceble or infant branch of industry and quicken those that are robust. 


I would thus cheapen the elements of life and enable those whose ital isem- 
barked in any branch of production to offer such wages to the ski workmen 
of a}i lands as would steadily and rapidly increase our numbers; and, as is al- 
way» the case in the neighborhood of austin cities or towns of considerable 


extei:t, increase the returns for farm labor. This policy would 
and «quarries, build new furnaces, forges, and fi and rapidl 
taxa'le property and taxable inhabitants of the country. 


I would like to know—I would like the gentleman from Arkansas 
to give me a categorical answer to the question whether the average 
wages of a laboring woman in Arkansas are like those that were earned 
by the little girl an account of whose death he caused to be read—a dol- 
lara day? She was but a child; she was working under the ‘‘ oppres- 
sion’’ of the tariff system, but her wages were more than have ever 
been given as an average te any laboring woman in Arkansas. 

Mr. DUNN. I will answer the gentleman, of course, as he asks me 
a question. The wages of a laboring woman in Arkansas depend alto- 
gether upon which woman it is and what she is doing; but—— 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask the average wages. 

Mr. DUNN. But more than half her wages are robbed from her to- 
day by a protective system which doubles the eost of living. [Derisive 
cries on the Republican side. } 

Mr. KELLEY. Sir, I shall have occasion to show what the indus- 
try of Arkansas is. I shall have an opportunity to show how many 
workshops she has, how many peopleshe employs in them, what wages 
she pays. There is not a woman in the State who ever consecutively 
for » month received the wages that were paid to that poor, little, over- 
worked girl—a dollar a day. 

Mr. DUNN. What is the gentleman’s authority for that statement? 

Mr. KELLEY. My authority is the United States census and the 
patent facts of the case—the poverty of the dwellers within that mag- 
nificently endowed region known to the world as the State of Arkan- 
sas. [Applause on the Republican side. ] 

Mr. Chairman, how much time have I remaining? 

The CHAIRMAN. Six minutes. 

Mr. KELLEY. I will reserve that. I want a little rest. 

Mr. DUNN. I yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. McMIiirn]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Dunn] has 
eight minutes remaining. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Chairman, one would suppose from the 
of my distinguished friend from Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLEY] that a 
good deal of the fatigue of which he now complains was the result of 
exertion to get rid of the internal-revenue system. It is well for us to 
reeur in this connection to the history of legislation on this subject. 
The system was inaugurated by the party of which the gentleman is a 
member. 

Mr. KELLEY. It could not help it, having a war on its hands. 

Mr. McMILLIN. ‘‘ Havinga war on its hands!’’ If the gentleman 
pleads war and the extremities of war, I will go to another time when 
there was no war raging. I speak of a period eighteen years after the 
war closed. After his party had lost control of the House of 
sentatives and had been out of power for years they were restored to 
power in the Forty-seventh Congress. They had the House, they had 
the Senate, they had the Executive. For years we had been 
to speeches from the gentleman from Pennsylvania of exactly the same 
tone as that which has rung out here to-day. For years he had com- 
plained that the Democratic House would not recommend a repeal of 
the internal-revenue system. For years he had said that it was a sys- 
tem of oppression; for years he had said it was an outrage to continue 
it; for years he said that its continuance was incompatible with the 
best interests of the country. When his party organized the House 
and came into full power that distinguished gentleman [ Mr. KELLEY] 
was made chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. He thereby 
held the authority to say whether or not the internal-revenue sys- 
tem should continue. After he was elected and after his party was in 
power he had stated on this floor that the internal-revenue system 
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ought to be repealed. Yet when the test came, when the power was 
in his hands, and his sworn duty was to conserve the best interests of 
the country, he came before this House and refused to recommend any 
such measure, but, on thecontrary, said that his caucus had determine! 
otherwise, and he would obey the caucus. [Applause on the Demo- 
cratic side. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask the gentleman in one minute whether I did 
not re a bill—— 

Mr. McMILLIN. I have but little time. 

Mr. KELLEY. Very well. I ask the gentleman whether [ did no: 
report a bill repealing internal-revenue taxes, and whether—— 

Mr. McMILLIN. I can not yield further. 

Mr. MORRISON. The gentleman brought in a bill to repeal the tax 
on banks. 

Mr. McMILLIN. The gentleman reported a bifl to repeal the ta 
on banks and to reduce certain internal-revenue taxes, but I neve: 
heard, and the country never heard, of a single officer that he con 
plained of as an engine of oppression being cut off. [Laughter an 

applause. | , ) 

Mr. KELLEY. I had no support in the Democratic or Republican 
party. 

Mr.McMILLIN. The gentleman’s party was in full power. Whose 
fault was it if he had no support? What more? He reported a bil! 
to repeal the tax on certain cosmetics, to repeal taxes on banks, and 
to reduce the tax on playing-cards, but leaving it on Bibles. [Lauyh- 
ter and applause on the Democratic side.] That is the history of th 
whole business. 

Now, sir, when the Democratic party is to be blamed I want all who 
are fairly deserving of a share of the blame to bare their shoulders, take 
it, and to stand to it. [Applause.] 

Mr. KELLEY. If I could have had Democratic support then agains| 
my own party I would have repealed the internal-revenue taxation. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. But the gentleman came and notified us that Dem- 
ocratic aid would not be accepted, because he said his caucus deter- 
mined otherwise, and he would stand by his caucus, Democrats to thc 
contrary notwithstanding. [Laughterand applause.] When the propo- 
sition came before the House to repeal the internal-revenue taxes, 01 
to reduce them to an extent beyond the recommendations of the gentic- 
man’s bill, the gentleman must not be remembered.as one who voted fo: 
the amendment and for the reduction. 

Mr. KELLEY.: Who made such a demand? Who moved such an 
amendment? If one was submitted I supported it. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I know the gentleman does not like to share this 
responsibility in connection with his utterances to-day, but in what | 
have said I only wanted to call attention to the facts of history, an 
was determined they should be made known. 

Now, Mr. no man reveres my distinguished friend fro: 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] more than I do, but I will not, after 
having heard him for years revile against the internal-revenue system 
and seen him with power in his hands, and seen him refuse to use it tv 
secure the repeal, I will not, I say, takeall the responsibility for keeping 
thatsystem up whenit justly belongstohim. [Laughterand applause. | 

Mr. KELLEY. I must say I have never seen an instant in which 
I had the power in my hands. 

Mr, SPRIN INGER. Let me inguire of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania whether he did not vote through the tellers against taking the 
tax off tobacco in the Forty-seventh Congress ? 

Mr. KELLEY. I never voted against taking the tax off tobacco 

Mr. SPRINGER. I saw the gentleman go through the tellers and votc 
against taking off the tobacco tax. 

Mr. KELLEY. When you wanted to allow your favorites to sei! 1() 
pounds without restriction—— 

Mr.SPRINGER. Thegentleman went through the tellers and vote: 
against the tion. I saw him do it. 

Mr. M . Iregret I can not yield to these interruptions {u:- 
ther, because I have but a moment more time. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee is entitled to tlic 


floor. 

Mr. McMILLIN. What has beencomplained of by the country, \\r. 
Chairman, in connection with the internal-revenne system was its op- 

ressive administration and its large number of officers. While the 
aronaee$ -revenue taxes were reduced by the gentleman’s party in t!: 
Forty-seventh Congress, and on his recommendation as chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, they never got rid of a single bit ©! 
the obnoxious machinery, not a particle of this oppression of adminis 
tration. eae erat annually is less than the internal-re\ 
enue from thirty to fifty millions of dollars less; and whe n 
the gentleman stood here confronted with the fact that when he © 
pealed the internal-revenue taxes he must place an additional tax «» 


coffee or else he did what every statesman was bound ‘° 
do be esiated fae that. reduction and to place with it the tax 
on coffee. - 

Mr. The record shows otherwise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The ’s time has expired. 

Mr. MARTIN. I take the floor now, Mr. Chairman, and I move th: 


the committee rise for the purpose of closing general debate. 


1886. 


Mr. KELLEY. I believe I have six minutes of my time remaining. 
I desire to ask any tleman—— - 

The CHAIRMAN The gentleman from Alabama has submitted a 
privileged motion, that the committee rise for the purpose of closing 


Mr. KELLEY. I want simply to ask—— ’ 

Mr. MARTIN. Iwill withdraw my motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. KELLEY. I wantsimply to ask the membersof the Committee 
of Ways and Means whether any Democratic member of the present 
Committee of Ways and Means favors the repeal of the internal-revenue 
taxes ? 

Mr. MORRISON. I think not. [Laughter and applause. } 

Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Arkansas bas 

that the strikes and the labor troubles in this country arise 
from taxation. To my mind these strikes arise from the intelli- 
gence of the working masses of this country. The efforts on the part 
of the workingmen themselves to etter their condition by reason of 
their intelligence give rise to these strikes and other movements seek- 
ing to accomplish the same end on their part throughout the United 
States. You hear of none of these things in China, where the laboring 
classes have not the intelligence which moves them to seek their ame- 
lioration and raise themselves from their pauperism. 

Mr. DUNN. And that is the result of Chinese protection, is it not? 

Mr. BAYNE. It is not a question of taxation. It is a question of 
intelligence. Why, sir, in free-trade England but ashort time ago twenty 
thousand mei marched through the streets of London in demonstra- 
tion of their intentions to improve their condition. 

You hear of such demonstrations only in those countries, and em- 
phatically in the United States, where labor is intelligent and educated. 
You do not hear of them in Arkansas, where labor is not educated. 

Mr. DUNN. Let me ask the gentleman—— 

Mr. BAYNE. No, sir; you declined to yield to me even for a mo- 
ment, and I shall not yield to you. 

You do hear of strikes among the intelligent workmen of Pennsyl- 
vania. Our working people there are well off. In my own county of 
Allegheny the workingmen own more property and represent more 
wealth than the entire State of Arkansas. 

The gentleman talks about the strikes being the result of poverty and 
taxation. Why, I repeat, in China, amongits pauper population, there 
are no strikes. Its people are ignorant and poor. 

Mr. DUNN. Yes, and that labor has been reduced to that condition 
of pauperism by centuries of protection amounting to absolute prohibi- 
tion. 





Mr. BAYNE. I hope I will not be interrupted. 

I say wherever you have educated men, thinking men, you will find 
men who are seeking to better theircondition. You will find men who 
agitate the labor question for their own protection against low and un- 
just wages. 

Now, sir, thé has called attention to a colony of Hunga- 
rians ath ——. ot What has that to do with 
this ? Itisa tation from Europe. 

Mr. DUNN. By i 

Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I mustask the protection of the rules 
of the House against these constant interruptions, or else I shall ask for 
more time if this thing is to go on. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Now the ‘‘galled jade’’ winces on 
that side. [Laughter. ] 

The - The gentleman from Pennsylvania declines to 


mgs 
Mr. RAYNE. That colony in Western Pennsylvania represents all 


; 


ported into this country under the 
contract system and against the protest of Pennsylvania and Pennsyl- 


yanians, as every vote will show that has ever been recorded upon the 
subject by Pennsylvanians in Congress. 

Mr. D . Butnot against the protest of Pennsylvania manufact- 
urers. 


_Mr. BAYNE. It represents an essentially foreign element and for- 
eign methods; me element that is as foreign to our United States as that 


Chinese in San Francisco, which illustrates the Chi- 
a and ese civilization. ; 

you go among workingmen of Pennsylvania east and 
wot demneaien of the limits of that broad Commonwealth, and you 
will find an edueated class, a thrifty class. You will find them own- 
in the savings-banks of the State. You 


find among them intelligence and cultivation, and you will find 
any class of the people througheut this great Union in 


. The gentleman will state it. 
discussion is not germane to the subject-matter 
of the bill under diseussion. I make this point of order because I un- 
that eighty gentlemen have signified their intention of discuss- 
ing the tariff in the regular manner, and [ object to the introduction in 
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this way of the debate, thereby giving gentlemen an opportunity in 
advance of those who are entitled to be heard upon the question. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. I donot wonder the gentleman objects. 

Mr. BAYNE. The galled jades are wincing on the other side. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has two minutes remaining. 

Mr. McADOO. Lask a ruling on the question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will call the attention of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to the point of order, and he will confine him- 
self to the subject. 

Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I venture to say that in the county of 
Allegheny, where I live, there are more wages paid to labor in one year 
than are paid in three years in the whole State of Arkansas. In that 
county there were paid in one year over $29 000,000 to the working- 
men; and in one bank in that county there are deposits of $9,000,000, 
a large proportion of which deposits are owned by the workingmen of 
the county. They own their own houses. They can strike to better 
their condition, and they can sustain their strikes; and in the struggle 
with monopolists and against combined capital they are holding their 
own; and under the leadership of a man like Mr. Powderly, whose 
prudent counsels and wise course is commended by all thinking people 
all over the country, they are achieving better conditions and results 
every day for themselves. The condition of these men in that State, 
their prosperity in Pennsylvania, is attributable to this lawof protection 
which the gentleman from Arkansas has berated and traduced as result- 
ing in the oppression of the people in different sections of the country. 

I have said that the county of Allegheny, in Western Pennsylvania, 
pays more in wages in one year than the whole State of Arkansas does 
in three years. I now have the figures. The census of 1880 shows 
that the total amount paid in wages in Arkansas during the year was 
$925,328, while in Allegheny County there was paid a total for the yea: 
of $22,371,951 and in the State of Pennsylvania over $134,000, 000. 

The average paid to hands in Arkansas is about $195 per year, while 
the average in Allegheny County is over $450. 

And the people of Pennsylvania not only pay good wages, but thes 
are educated. I find in the census that in Arkansas in i880 there were 
97,990 native whites—mark you, native whites; not colored persons or 
foreigners—above ten years of age who could not write—2 bout 25.5 per 
cent. of the population. In Pennsylvania there were but 123,206 of 
native whites who could not write, or 4.8 per cent. 

So it is easy to see how things go in Pennsylvania as compared with 
Arkansas. [ Applause. ] 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. MARTIN. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 
obtaining an order from the House to limit debate. 

Mr. SPRINGER. [ask unanimous consent that general debate on 
this bill be closed. 

There was no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thequestion is, Shall the bill be laid aside and 
reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass ? 

Mr. LOVERING. Mr. Chairman, what is the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN (having put the question). 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I rise to a point of order 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I addressed the Chair before the ques- 
tion was put for the purpose of inquiring whether the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania was adopted. I had that 
right as a member of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state no amendment was offered 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. The only amendment to the 
bill was the amendment submitted by the committee. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I call for a division on this vote. 

The committee divided; and there were —ayes 120, noes 33. 

So (further count not being called for) the bill was laid aside to be 
reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

The committee informally rese, and the Speaker resumed the chair. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the follow- 
ing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 1393) granting a pension to Silas S. White; 

A bill (H. R. 1406) granting a pension to Simmons W. Harden; 

A bill (H. R. 1582) for the relief of Eleanor C. Bangham; 

A bill (H. R. 2145) for the relief of Rebecca Eldridge; 

A bill (H. R. 3921) granting a pension to Richard Gear; and 

A bill (H. R. 5254) to increase the pension of George W. Smith 

DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, from the Committee on Appropriations, 
reported a bill (H. R. 8762) making appropriations to supply deficien- 
cies in the appropriations for printing, pensions, and pay of the Army 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I reserve all points of order on this bill 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 





[ Laughter. ] 


The ‘‘ayes’”’ have it. 
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HENRY MARTIN. ; 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 1418) 
for the relief of Henry Martin. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be & enacted, &c., That Henry Martin, of Seward County, Nebraska, or his 
legal representafives or assigns, may select and shall be allowed a patent for 80 
acres of the unoccupied and unappropriated public lands of the United States in 
the State of Nebraska, not mineral in character, and in tracts not less than the 
subdivisions provided for in the United States land laws, and if unsurveyed 
when taken, to conform when surveyed to the general system of the United 
States land surveys; and the Commissioner of the General Land Office, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, shall be authorized to issue scrip, 
in legal subdivisions, to the said Martin, or his legal representatives, in accord- 


ance with the provisions of this act, which scrip shall be received in payment 
for said land, 


Mr. SPRINGER. I ask that the report may be read. 
The report (by Mr. Dorsry) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
1418) for the relief of Henry Martin, respectfully submit the following report : 

Henry Martin made homestead entry No. 15209, at Lincoln, Nebr., mber 
15, 1874, of the E. | SW. 4, and W.4SE. 3, Sec. 2, T. 11 N., R. 4 E., containin 
100 acres. It appears that Martin’s entry to the W. $ SE. + was erroneously ~ 4 
lowed by the register and receiver, as the same was embraced in a prior entry. 

The fact that the 80 acres had been embraced in a prior entry was unknown 
to Mertin, and it was selected by him in good faith and upon the assurance of 
= ocd and receiver that the land was vacant and unappropriated public 

and, 

Martin, immediately upon making said entry, took possession of the land, 
erected a house and made valuable improvements, and made it his home. Six- 
teen months after the entry and occupation of the land he was advised by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office that his entry was held for cancellation 
to the extent of said 80 acres, and he was allowed to retain the E. } of SW. 3, 
Sec. 2 (80 acres), as his homestead, or have his entire entry canceled and be al- 
lowed to make a new entry. 

The land, in the time intervening between his entry and his receiving infor- 
mation that the register and receiver had made an error in allowing his entry of 
said 80 acres in conflict, had all been taken up for miles beyond this tract upon 
which he had made his home and improvements. 

Martin was a poor man, who had lost his leg while in line of duty as a Union 
soldier during the late war (as a private in Company A, Eighth New Jersey 
Volunteers). 

Every dollar he had was invested in this land, and it was a matter of impos- 
sibility for him and his family to leave their home and commence anew. He 
therefore remained on the 80 acres which were not canceled. 

Martin subsequently applied for permission to make an additional entry. 


= application was denied, as his entry was made after the Revised Statutes 
teok effect. 


Martin has continuously endeavored from that time to this to secure an addi- 


tional entry of 80 acres, but has been. informed by the Land Office that his only 
remedy would be relief by special act. 

This is a meritorious case. Martin has, through no fault of his, but by reason 
ofan error of the officers of the land office, been deprived of the right to letters 
patent for 160 acres, to which he would have been entitled had no error been 
made by the local officers. He is a crippled soldier, with a large family, who 
are dependent upon his labor for support. He therefore asks simply justice, 
namely, that he be granted scrip to the amount of 80 acres, which he may locate 
upon any of the unappropriated public land in the State of Nebraska which is 
not mineral in character. 


The committee recommend that the bill do pass, 


Mr. SPRINGER. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 6, after the word “‘ Nebraska,” insert the words “ subject to entry.” 

Mr. SPRINGER. This amendment is acceptable to the gentleman 
from Nebraska [Mr. LArrp], who introduced the bill. 

The amendment was adopted. 


The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


J. M. ENGLISH. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 2244) 
for the relief of J. M. English, the administrator of the estate of Rich- 
ard Fitzpatrick, deceased. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &o,, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected to pay to J, M. English, administrator of the estate of Richard Fi 

rick, deceased, $12,000, out of any money appropriated for the payment of judg- 
ments of the Court of Claims; that amount ng found due and allowed to 
Richard Fitzpatrick, during his lifetime, by the Court of Claims, as compensa- 
tion for the use and occupation of his property by the United States Govern- 


ment. 

Mr. TRIGG. This isa bill to provide for the payment of a judgment 
of the Court of Claims. It is the unanimous report of the Committee 
on Claims of this House. It was also unanimously reported by the Com- 
mittee on Claims last session. I do not think it is necessary to make 
any statement unless some gentleman hasany objection to urge against 
the bill. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


RELIEF OF LIGHT-HOUSE EMPLOYES. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bili (H. R. 190) 
for the relief of certain employés and others of the twelfth United States 
light-house district; reported by Mr. MCKENNA from the Committee on 
Claims. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
oid cast toe, Tat oe eee eee era 

or an pas , out of any moneys rey a 


a riated, the sum of $15,465.65, in payment of certain 
Unite States Government not hesetetous paid because of the 




















forgeries of John T. Best, late clerk of the engineer of the twelfth light-house 
district, and due the several claimants as follows: Employés at Point Conception 
light, $3,784.70; Miguel eee Sees; Charles Ashton, $270; Pi m Point light 
station, $980.99; sundry small bills, $1,200.95; Martin and P. B. Murphy, $10,000 
O. B. Shaw, $1,748.87. 


Mr. FELTON. This bill is simply to pay an indebtedness of the 
United States incurred four years ago to certain employés, mechanics, 
and laborers in the twelfth United States light-house district. It has 
been examined by three different commissions of the Light-House De. 
partment, and I have in my hand the report containing the recom- 
mendation of each commission that this bill be passed, and stating that 
there is no question whatsoever of the indebtedness and that the money 
ought to be paid. I do not desire to take up the time of the House ip 
having the report read, but it can be read if any gentleman desires it. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


PATTISON & CALDWELL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 1813) 
for the relief of Pattison & Caldwell. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Whereas it is represented that in an attempt to extinguish the fire by which 
the distillery of Pattison & Caldwell, located at Hamilton, Ohio, was destroyed, 
water was thrown into, ran into, and become intermixed with certain distilled 
spirits thenin the drawing-off cisterns in the cistern-room of said distillery. 
that by reason of said intermixture said spirits were reduced twenty degrecs 
below proof; and that, under that provision of law by which a tax of 90 cents 
is im on each and every wine-gallon of distilled spirits when below proof, 
said Pattison & Caldwell were required to pay, and did pay, internal-revenue 
taxes upon said spirits to the amount of $510.30 in excess of the sum they would 
eo been required to pay thereon had there been no such intermixture : There 

fore, 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to pay to said Pattison & Caldwell so much, not exceed- 
ing $510.30, as it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue they have paid as internal-revenue taxes on said spirits in 
excess of what they would have been required to pay thereon had there been 
no such intermixture of water and reduction of proof. 


Mr. BROWN, of Ohio. I move that the bill be laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Is there any recommendation of the bill from the 
Internal-Revenue Bureau? 


Mr. BROWN, of Ohio. The report might as well be read. 
bodies the recommendation of the officers of the Department. 

Mr. KING. Is this bill reported favorably by the committce which 
had the matter in charge? 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill is favorably reported by the committee. 
The Clerk will read the report: 

The report (by Mr. Brown, of Ohio) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1813) for the 
relief of Pattison & Caldwell, have considered the same, and respectfully re- 


It em- 


port: 

That the bill is the same as Senate bill 956 of the Forty-eighth Qongress, which 
received a favorable report (No. 356) from the Committee on Finance; which re- 
posh aner careful consideration by this committee, is adopted as its own, and is 
as follows: 

That the bill, ther with the accompanying papers, was submitted to the 
Seeretary of the Treasury, and by him referred to the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. In view of the facts set forth in the letter of the Commissioner, which 
is appended hereto and made a part of this report, the committee recommend 
that the relief be granted. 


TREASURY DrraARTMENT, OFFICE OF INTERNAL REVENUE, 
" Washington, March 8, 1881. 
Sim: I have the honor to return herewith the letter and inclosures of Hon. 
Justin S. Morrill, chairman of the Committee on Finance, United States Senate, 
addressed to you and by you referred to me for report. Mr. Morrill inclosesa 
copy of Senate bill 956 for the relief of Pattison & Caldwell, and papers relating 
thereto, and asks that you will direct the proper officer of your Department to 
report the facta, and also his views as to the p y of granting the relief. 
bill No. 956 recites the circumstances of the destruction of the disti|lcry 
of Pattison & Caldwell by fire, when water thrown upon the burning building 
ran into the spirit cisterns and became intermingled with the spirits therein so 
as to reduce same twenty degrees below proof,and the tax of 90 cents was 
exacted as bee yo by law on each wine gallon of said spirits, and proposes to 
authorize direct the Sen one the Treasury to pay to said Pattison & 
Caldwell so much, not exceedi 0.30, as it 1 be made to appear to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue they have paid as internal- 
revenue taxes on said spirits in excess of what they would have been required 
to pay thereon had there been no such intermixture of water and reduction of 


I have the honor to as follows: 

The records of this show that the distillery of Messrs. Pattison & Ca!d- 
well was destroyed by fire March 18, 1883; thatthe contents of the receiving cis- 
terns were and reduced below proof by water from the fire-engines; 
that the spirits so damaged and reduced below proof were drawn off and ware- 
housed on the 28th of March, 1883, the gauger’s report showing 2,899 wine ard 
2,319.20 proof gallons, and that they were withdrawn and the tax paid on the 
number of wine 2,899, April 19,1883. Had the tax been collected on the 
peeet aaRane — it would have been collected on 2,332 gallons, the difference 

ween this and 2.319.20 being made by the fractions of over one-half. The 
difference between the number of wine and taxable gallons was therefore 5°: 
gallons, the tax on which, at 90 cents = gallon, is $510.30. 

Iam of the opinion that the bill (S. 
this nature should become a law. 

* Very respectfully, 


Hon, CHARLES J, Foicer, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


, 


) is an equitable one, and that a bill of 


WALTER EVANS, Commissio.\ 
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E, J. PHILLIPS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill H. R. 5553; 
which was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, éc., That the Postmaster-General be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to settle and adjust the accounts of E. J. Phillips, postmaster 
at Oberlin, Ohio, and credit him in said settlement with the sum of $2,114.89, the 
same being for United States ps of the value of $1,837.64, and money- 
order fu amounting to $277.25, lost by a burglary, without any fault or neg- 
ligenee of the postmaster. 


Mr. BROWN, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, this bill is reported in pur- 
suance of the recommendatien of the Post-Office Department. An in- 
vestigation of the maiter has shown that the postmaster was in no way 
at fault. I therefore move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. CANNON. Will! the gentleman allow mea question before that 
motion is put? 

Mr. BROWN, of Ohio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CANNON. If it be true that this postmaster was withvut fault 
in relation to the loss of these stamps, why is he not relieved under the 
general law some years ago ? 

Mr. BROWN, of Ohio. He could be relieved so far as the stamps 
are concerned; but there are some other items as to which he could not 
be relieved under the general law, and the Department recommended 
this course. 

Mr. CANNON. Then this does not apply to relief for the stamps? 

Mr. BROWN, of Ohio. Yes. The Department recommends that he 
be credited for both in this way. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. If I may be pardoned, I will say, in 
reply to the gentleman from Illinois, that under the general law the 
Department has no authority to act in a case where the amount ex- 
seeds $2,000. 

Mr. BEACH. Does this case exceed $2,000? 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. It does. 

Mr. GEDDES. I will say to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CAN- 
NON] that I presented this matter in person at the Department, and 
was willing, on behalf of the postmaster concerned (who resides at 
Oberlin, Ohio, in my district), to waive or lose the odd $124, or what- 
ever the exact amount was, and I made that suggestion; but the De- 
partment declined it, saying that he ought not to lose any portion of 
the money, and that the account ought to be made correct on the record, 
and the Department advised this course. I then filed a bill in the last 


pe. mp which was favorably reported by the committee but was not 
on the Calendar. 


Mr. CANNON. Yes; but is there any reason why at least as to the 
stamps lost the Department should not give him the necessary relief 
under the law now in existence? 

Mr. GEDDES. The law officer of the Department has decided oth- 
erwise. 

Mr. CANNON. On what ground? 

Mr. GEDDES. Well, he had his own judgment about it, and de- 
clined v itively to act, and advised him to come here. 

Mr. C ON. Then the trouble about the matter is this, I fear: 
that the special agent does not make a report which brings this case 
within the law. 

Mr. GEDDES. Oh, I assure the gentleman from Illinois that there 
is no trouble of that kind about it. The Department found the case in 
all respects meritorious, and it was only on the purely technical ground 
that they could not give this relief under the law that they declined 
to give relief, and advised this method. 

Mr. W. of Missouri. On the ground that they could not 
give relief where the amount exceeded $2,000 ? 

Mr. GEDDES. Yes. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, but the stamps lost, I understand, did not 
amount to $2,000. 

Mr. GEDDES. No. 

Mr. CANNON. Then there is certainly no reason why the Depart- 
ment should not t relief to the extent of the value of the stamps 
lost. The only I have in asking these questions is that I fear, 
from the circumstances of the case, that this postmaster is not entitled 
to relief on account of some carelessness on his own part. 

Mr.GEDDES. Oh, not at all. I wish I had here the letter from 
the Post-Office t on the subject; I would read it to the gen- 
tleman from and he would see that the postmaster is wholly 
— entirely faultless in the matter, as shown by an official investiga- 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. If the gentleman will pardon me again, 
I will state, as a member of the Committee on Claims, that we have 
never gird oe any claim of this character until we have received a 
letter the t showing that the loss occurred without 

part of the postmaster; and that was the case in 
this instance. ‘ 


ee That is the case, and that was the decision of the 
, and they would willingly have given the necessary relief 
There \ 


‘ae Then, Mr. Chairman, I understand it is agreed 
all hands up to $2,000 there is authority in Saeeestineet aie 
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the general law to grant relief, and I understand that the stamps did 


not amount to $2,v00. Yet, notwithstanding this clear authority to 
relieve, the Postmaster-General, through his representative, sends this 
claimant to Congress. Now, if all that be true, the Department itself 
ought to be reformed. 


Mr.GEDDES. I will notstop to debate that question now. If you 


will just let this bill pass and let this man be relieved, we will reform 
the Department hereafter. 


Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. If the gentleman from Illinois will aid 


the Committee on Claims, there is a general bill now reported from that 
committee to reform this very thing. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, if it were not that I know from 


what the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GEDDEs] and the gentleman from 


Missouri [ Mr. WARNER] both have said, that they have investigated 


this matter, I should say there was a ‘‘nigger in the wood-pile.’’ 


Mr. GEDDES. Notatall. It is all perfectly white. 
Mr. CANNON. Iam willing to take the assurance of the gentle- 


man on that point. 


The report (by Mr. Brown, of Ohio) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims,to whom was referred the bill H. R. 5687 in the 


Forty-eighth Congress, considered the facts in this case, and made report thereon, 
which your committee adopt as their report, as follows: 


‘** From the papers filed in this case it appears that on the night of the 2d day 


of May, 1882, the post-office at Oberlin, Ohio, was entered by burglars, the safe 
blown open, and postage-stamps of the value of $1,837.64, and money-order 
funds amounting to $277.25, were stolen therefrom. The Post-Office Depart- 
ment examined the case, and report thatthe loss resulted from no fault or neg- 


ligence of the postmaster, E. J. Phillips, but that he seems to have exercised all 


the care and diligence in the premises that could be required. The said sum of 
$227.25 has been paid by Phillips to the Department; the said sum of $1,837.64 
has not been paid to the Department, but stands as a charge against Phillips. 


The Department recommends that the said Phillips be allowed a credit of $2,- 
114.89, being the aggregate of the two sums last named. The bill provides for 


the payment of said sum to E. J. Phillips,the postmaster; but as he has only 


paid $277.25, and is charged with the balance, $1,837.64, your committee report a 


substitute for the bill submitted, which substitute provides that the Postmaster- 
General be authorized to credit the accounts of E, J. Phillips with the said sum 
of $2,114.89 in settling his accounts. 


“ The committee recommend the passage of the substitute.” 
Yourcommittee therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying sub- 


stitute reported by this committee. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


PAY OF FORMER HOUSE EMPLOYES. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent that the 


Committee of the Whole now take up for consideration the bill which 


I send to the desk—a bill for the relief of some persons who have been 


employés of the House. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, the following specified sums to the persons herein named, for serv- 
ices rendered as laborers in the employ of the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-fifth Congress, namely : 

To Beaufort Lec, the sum of $180. 

To Alexander Thomas, the sum of $200. 

To James Hall, the sum of $260. 

To Charles Carter, the sum of $260. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HENDERSON] 
asks unanimous consent that this bill be taken up at the present time 
for consideration. Is there objection? 

Mr. KING. In what Congress were these persons employés of the 
House? 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. I think in the Forty-fifth. This 
bill is the unanimous report, I believe, of the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BLAND. Reserving the right to object, I wish to inquire how 
it happens that these persons have not been paid heretofore. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. I do not know how it has happened, 
but this claim has been made from time to time as I know; and it is 
now, I understand, reported unanimously from the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BLAND. Is it for services actually rendered ? 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. It is for services actually rendered. 

The CHAIRMAN. Isthere objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? The Chair hears none. The Clerk will read the report. 

The report (by Mr. DoUGHERTY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Claims have had under consideration the petition of Beau- 


fort Lee and others, and report the accompanying bill and recommend its pas- 
sage for the following reasons: 

Said petitioners appear to have been laborers employed by the Forty-fifth 
Congress.and to have been paid only $1 per day for their services, while the 
usual rate of compensation was $2 perday. Your committee think these men 
ought to receive the usual compensation for such services, namely, $2 per day 
during the time indicated in the following statement: 


Forty-fifth Congress, recess between March 4 and December 4, 1877. 


Beaufort Lee worked 190 days, at $2......006.0.000 2-200: s000-+ceees sensoscccosescssesoseseseooses $360 
Received, at $1 per day iplensinaasdpepbess tosceswecsaess cxsesvaqoosintanetedininannannal 180 
Alexatider Thomas worked 20 days, at $2......cce.cccccccccecceneeeenees es) ee 
PIN OU OIRT. cccccese ovccersescccnspesccosesecsnes saltnyvencabsesebnreiibocmestbetistpecsene SED 
Tl ainianibesoocerss . 260 

3 








4526 





James Hall worked 260 days, at $2.4...0.0..cscccceesstecessocnsssecsve-cesepsseeseredeossescesene OAD 
Received, at $1 per day 





Disb ctatietnincienvicintintnitineaeetlanevendiniannisis edsnenacstevecietsunsssmenemmus uonbdmineets 200 
Charles Carter worked 200 days, at $2.........000.<.sccccssssee cesses -sccscccoscseveccrscesescocsees OOD 
PeSSOE VOR, OF GE OE GI coccenccccpecseccccncesscccscc snsvcevecnes Sees 

ED .cccveccerqune. sipennneiteapemnnelipinenmeimnerniededindistbimaccastatiniitiaidiipciniininenel 260 


A discussion was had touching the employment of these men in the House of 
Representatives at the time they were allowed the $1 per day, which is to be 
found on pages 246, 247 of the ConGRESSIONAL Recon», second session Forty-fifth 
Congress, under date of December 15; 1877. 


Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. I move that this bill be laid aside 
to be reported favorably to the House. 

Mr. CANNON. Before that motion is put I wish to sayaword. I 
understand from the reading of the report that this is a bill from the 
Committee on Claims to double the pay of certain employés of the 
Forty-fifth Congress. I suspect from listening to the report that it isa 
just bill; but I can not let it pass without calling attention to the fact, 
which I have no doubt an examination of the discussions in that Con- 
gress will show, that these people were cut down to the rate which they 
actually received through the determination of the Democratic party, 
then controlling the House, to carry out their loudly proclaimed policy 
of economy and reform. 

This is the Forty-ninth Congress; and, according to my recollection, 
since the Forty-fourth and the Forty-fifth Congresses, when this magnifi- 
cent party under the leadership of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. RANDALL] and the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Ho_MAN] was 
making its magnificent record of economy and reform, there has not been 
a Congress when bills of this kind have not come in from the Commit- 
tee on Claims to pay the employés of the Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth 
Congresses what should have been paid to them at thattime. We Re- 
publicans, in the minority at that time, told you that you were not sin- 
cere, that your pretense of economy and reform was a cheat, that bills 
of this kind would come in for five and ten years aiterward, appealing 
for justice in behalf of these people whose pay had been refused under 
your then policy, and that, as the years rolled round, you would give 
them this pay which had been denied them. 

Now, I do not make these remarks to antagonize this bill; but hav- 
ing sat in this House through the Forty-fourth and the Forty-fifth Con- 
gresses and seen these tricks played year after year, having heard the 
statesmanlike professions of economy on the other side of the House 
and seen you vote substantially as a unit under the lead of the gen- 
tlemen I have indicated, I can not now, in this Forty-ninth Congress, 
when years have passed and the prophecies we then made have come 
true, let this bill become a law without calling attention to the fact 
that our prophecies are now being verified and that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, the gentleman from Indiana, and my colleagues from 
Illinois sit here and allow their injustice of eight and ten years ago to 
be rectified after they have postured before the country as, economists 
by withholding a just compensation for services rendered the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. MORRISON. Ido not know what the exact facts may be as to 
the items of expenditure about which my colleague [Mr. CANNON] has 
just spoken. He was always apparently in entire accord with the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL] and the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN], with whom he has served on the Committee 
on Appropriations during many successive Congresses. 

Mr. CANNON, I had not the honor to be a member of that com- 
mittee at that time. 

Mr. MORRISON. Iam now, or was a moment ago, talking of what 
happened when you were on the committee helping to economize. It 


is true that only two days ago my colleague did support an increase of 


appropriation—a very small one—on the consular and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill; that is to say, he opposed it in a speech and voted for 
it afterward. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. CANNON. I said I would vote for it, as the gentleman will 
see if he will do me the honor to read my remarks. 

Mr. MORRISON. I had the pleasure of listening to him, and now 
do the gentleman the honor to cause to be read a paragraph from his 


remarks. 
Mr. CANNON. It is good reading. 


Mr. MORRISON. Yes; very good reading. Better than the facts. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. Cannon. And you Democrats say that it is an economical administration. 
Yet I finda clever gentieman appointed to Constantino: ou all under- 
stand who; he had long years of service on the floor of House, and the 
first thing that is done when this administration comes into power is to pay him 
a salary as minister at Constantinople of $10,000 a year, whereas under the Re- 
publican administration the minister at Constantinople only received $7,500 per 
annum. 


Mr. MORRISON. Now, my colleague, in these remarks conveyed, 
perhaps unintentionally, to the House and to the country the impres- 
sion that since this administration came into power and since Mr. Cox 
had gone to Constantinople we had increased ae and were pay- 
ing him $2,500 more than was paid under the former to 
the Republican representative at that court. But the must 
have known that that increase was made under the administra- 


. 
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tion. I think the increase of salary had its inception at the other end 
of the Capitol. It was made by the last Congress and had the appr 
of President Arthur. 

The gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. Ho_mMAn] and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL] whom my colleague so sharply criticised 
aud who, with him, were on the committee when this increase was madc. 
happened to be out of their seats when he was making his criticism o: 
this item of appropriation; I therefore had this paragraph read. 

It may be my colleague, with whom I seldom disagree because he i: 
always economical and nearly always just, is again giving out a wrong 
impression. I thought it barely possible he might have been as far of 
from the facts in what he has just said of the items of this bill, their 
origin and the reasons why they are here, as he was when he was giving 
out or leaving the impression on the country that $2,500 was added ty 
this salary under this administration. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CANNON. In reply to the gentleman from Illinois, my col- 
league, I have to say I stand by the remarks I made and which he 
heard. If he wants the facts, as I understand them, touching the in- 
crease of the salary of our minister to Constantinople I will say to hin 
that the consular and diplomatic appropriation bill passed through th 
House last March, if I recollect aright, for $7,500. By some means, | 
know not what, but I certainly suspect what the means were, that 
salary was taken out from among all the others and increased by an 
amendment of the Senate to $10,000 a year. It came back to a Dem- 


vai 


ocratie House, and finally when the bill passed with the salary, $10,000, 


for the minister at Constantinople, it received the vote of that side o: 
the House as well as of this side of the House, and it was so written 
into the law. That was about three days before President Cleveland 
was inaugurated. After his inauguration the present minister was ap- 


pointed to Constantinople at $10,000 a year, where he has been from 
that time to now. 


Again, you come in and recommend in this Democratic House, when 


you have full possession of the administration, of the House, and the 


President, that same increase of $10,000, thus putting the stamp o! 
[Applause.] And more than that, you added 


Mr. MORRISON. 


And you voted for it. 
Mr. CANNON. 


I said I would find no fault with the committee if 


it were needed; and a Democratic Secretary of State said it was needed, 
and you said on that side of the House by your votes that it was needed. 


Iam always ready to make any proper increase for service to the Gov- 
ernment, and this to whoever may be President. Can our Democrati 
friends say as much? This is all I have to say. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Will the gentleman be good enough to tell us how 
much the bill passed the other day carries more than the bill for th: 
current year ? 

Mr.CANNON. Ithink the increase for the coming year in the con- 
sular and diplomatic bill beyond that for the current year is in round 
numbers $50,000. 

Mr. HISCOCK. 

Mr. CANNON. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Certainly. 

Mr. CANNON. But I make no point about that. I am glad the 
gentleman from New York called attention to the fact; and I repeat 
that this particular bill now pending is to double the salary of certain 
employés of the Democratic House in the Forty-fifth Congress, a Con- 
gress my friends on that side will recollect. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to say for the benefit of the committee and 
my colleague from Illinois, that in the Forty-fifth Congress Mr. BL air 
from New Hampshire, now a Senator in Congress from the same State, 
submitted from the Committee on Accounts a resolution providing for 
the payment of certain persons therein named specific amounts, as stated 
in the resolution, for services they had rendered during the vacation o! 
that session of Congress. Mr. BLArr, in introducing the resolution 
from the Committee on Accounts, said, after an objection had been 
made: 

I think the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. White] will withdraw hi; 
objection when I say this resolution provides only for paying several common 
labors and atthachés around the Capitol who have done this service and h.ivc 
not received what is due them. 

These were colored men who had been in the employ of the House 
for years preceding the time when the Democratic party obtained cov- 
trol. They were employés that the Demoecractic House had inherited 
from their predecesors; and they were still hanging on as employ¢s or 
seeking employment of the House. They had not been on the pay- 
roll, but had been performing service. 

Now, when that question was under debate in the House Mr. Gar- 
field said: 

T have no doubt that this resolution should and the only reason I asked 
the question was that I might know whether this was acase where the force) 


been inereased by indirection, which is a thing that we should guard aga‘nst. 
If these men have performed services they ghould be paid. 


Mr. BLAIR said: 


Over the law of last year ? 
Over the law for the present year. 
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ll. I presume both of them are known to the old members of the House. 
They tale hitherto been paid at the rate of $2 per day, and we have cut them 
down to $1.50aday. The others named in the resolution are, with perhaps one 
om common laborers, and the services they have rende have been 
chiefly in repairs of the Capitol. 


e usual rate of r day, we cut them down 
ott ee elas tedeeeh om to ete pataes and it is my belief 
that every one of them is hungry at this moment. 

And it seems that they have got hungry again, for they are here ask- 
ing for another appropriation. 

I think there is nothing in this resolution to which any gentleman in this 
House would have the slightest objection if he knew the merits of the case. 

It seems that the persons who participated in that debate in favor 
of the resolution were the present Senator irom New Hampshire, Mr. 
BLAIR, and the late President of the United States, Mr. Garfield. I 
see no reference to any Democrat having taken part in the debate ex- 
cept Mr. Roberts, of Maryland, then the chairman of the Committee 
on Accounts, who favored the paymenton the ground that the services 
had been rendered. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill was reported from the Committee on Claims 
at a time when the chairman happened to be absent, and was not ad- 
vised of the merits of the case when it was called up out of its usual 
order by unanimous consent. But the point involved is simply this: 
Whether we should increase now the compensation of these persons, 
which compensation was allowed in the Forty-fifth Congress as a matter 
of grace, when that was fixed and accepted at the time as the compen- 
sation, and it occurs to me it would be a mistake to increase—— 

Mr. KING. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

The gentleman from Lllinois appears to be familiar with the facts of 
the case, and I will be glad to know from him why this account has been 
so long standing? It has been standing some eight years. 

Mr. EDEN. Who reported the bill? 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Florida [Mr. DouGHERTY ], 
whom I do not now see in his seat, reported the bill to the House. 

I was saying, when interrupted, that I think the action in the Forty- 
fifth Congress ought to regulate this compensation. 

Mr. EDEN. I think so too. 

Mr.SPRINGER. That compensation was fixed then with all of the 
facts before the Honse, and was accepted by the employés in full satis- 
faction for their services. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. If the gentleman from Illinois will 
pardon me a moment, the Committee on Claims, I understand, had no 
doubt that the parties had rendered the services. They had been em- 
ployed as they thought by competent authority having power to employ 
them, and the committee believed that the men, having rendered the 
services to the Government in that way, should not be kept out of the 
pay upon a technicality, or upon party principles, or upon any ques- 
tion of economy on either side of the House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. These men were paid by the resolution I have in- 
dicated, and the amount to which they were entitled was then fixed, 
in some cases at $1.50 per day and in others at $1 perday. They were 
paid for the services then actually performed. This bill proposes to pay 
the difference between what was then adjudged to be a fair value for 
the service, that is to say, $1.50 in one case and $1 in the other, and 
$2, which they now think they ought to have. 

I am opposed to the bill for that reason. 

Mr. McMILLIN. This, as I understand it, then, is to go back and 
readjust the amounts which were paid and accepted as the compensa- 
tion? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McMILLIN. And is to allow more than was allowed by the 
Congress having all the facts before it? 

Mr. SPRING. That is the effect. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not remember the particulars of this claim, 
but I do know that all of these men—I think all of them—were colored 
men, and not in harmony politically with the present majority of this 
House. But I leave that subject altogether. 

I was not present when the gentleman from Illinois assailed the Dem- 
ocratic economy of former Congresses, and I want to say that that ques- 
tion, more than else, in my judgment, gave the Forty-fourth 
Congress to the Democrats. The Republican party had become extrav- 
agant, and the people came to think that a new party would better 
clean out the excrescences, and they did clean them out. The appto- 
priations of the first year were enormously reduced, that is to say, at 
the first session of the Forty-fourth Congress. There was preceding 
that a system of making provision for the payment of deficiencies which 
should never be allowed. 

gree i pee ra Treasury himself stated that the reductions 
by that d have been ten millions more. That wasstated in 


the report of the Secretary of the Treasury laid before Congress at the 
"Theva eten bout the pol f the Demgcra being fi 
ve abou policy of the tic party being for 
condemned by 


economy, and have heard it that side of the House. I 
am notsurprised at it. It is only once that they have been able to carry 
a because of their tendency to extravagance. 

Mr. . Will the gentleman allow me a question ? 
Mr. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. MILLIKEN. Has this side condemned the real economy of the 
Democratic party, or only its pretense to economy ? 

Mr. RANDALL. Real economy means reducing the expenses; and 
that is what the Democratic party has done. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Does the gentleman think anybody condemns 
real economy? Is not what we have condemned that talk of economy 
which does not mean it? 

Mr. BLAND. The side of the House of the gentleman from Maine 
condemned the Democratic party of that time for attempting to destroy 
the Government by insufficient appropriations. That has been what 
you have always complained of. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. We have contended that the Democratic party 
has endeavored to destroy the Government by other means than by 
withholding appropriations. 

Mr. RANDALL. Oh! Iam not on that subject. What I want to 
say is this: The Republican party at that time in the Forty-fourth and 
Forty-fifth Congresses resisted every sort of economy that was suggested, 
and charged the Democratic party with cheese-paring, and the like. 
Yet the people have approved of that policy. I am sorry to say the 
appropriations have not been as much reduced as I would have desired 
to have them reduced. But they have always been dealt with by the 
Committee on Appropriations with intelligence and judgment, in my 
opinion. And when this House had its celebrated conflict with the 


Senate as to reductions the economy of this side of the House was made 


apparent. I have no doubt the House regrets to hear these constant 
allusions, and the constant necessity of these explanations in defense of 
those Congresses. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Ido not think anybody in this country belong- 
ing to either party—for politics do not change men’s natures-—dcsire 
to have extravagance in appropriations. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do say this: that the Republican party en rvasse 
resisted the economies of that day. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I desire to say to the gentleman if he will go back 
and look over the financial policy of the Government under Republscan 
administration for twenty-five years he will in his calm judgment ap- 
prove it. 

Mr. RANDALL. I repeat, a Republican Secretary of the Treasury 


stated that the reductions of the Forty-fourth’Congress might have been 


made ten millions more. ’ 

Mr. MILLIKEN. If the Democratic party has done anything good, 
I would be the last man to rob them of their laurels. 

Mr. RANDALL. I think all men have good in them. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to recall the attention of the committee 
to the pending bill. I regret that political questions have been injected 
into this debate at the expense, perhaps, of these colored men who in 
the Forty-fifth Congress, upon claims coming over from the Forty-sec- 
ond, had been then adjudicated as entitled to payment for some services 
which they had insisted on rendering to Congress. At that time the 
House in deference to the wishes of the Republicans, among them Gen- 
eral Garfield and Mr. BLAIR, now Senator, took up the appeals of these 
poor colored men who had rendered services at the Capitol—in deference 
to the wishes of that side of the House we allowed them to be paid 
for services rendered irregularly and without warrant of law. And be- 
cause we did that at a price satisfactory to them, and because they now 
want to be paid a higher price, my colleague [Mr. CANNON ] insists we 
are now setting aside the economies we practiced in the Forty-fourth 
and Forty-fifth Congresses. That argument does not apply in this case. 
We granted it then at the instance of Republicans, who thought we 
should pay these persons whom they had had in employment and who 
still remained about the building rendering some services. They were, 
therefore, put on the roll at $1 and $1.50 per day, and they accepted 
that amount as satisfactory, and with that the account closed. But 
they came forward again and ask now to be paid a higher rate. 

Mr. CANNON. I want to say just one word in reply to the gentle- 
man from Illinois. He says these were Republican employés, Does 
not my friend remember that the Democratic majority ran up to I think 
over sixty, or between fifty and sixty, in that Congress? You organ- 
ized all the committees. You controlled the Committee on Accounts. 
That committee unanimously made the report referred to by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois. These people were employed about the business 
of the House and received this pay which you say now is inadequate; 
and now in the Forty-ninth Congress the Democratic House, through 
my friend from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER], the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Claims, comes in with this report and proposes to do the 
tardy justice to these people of paying them what they ought to have 
been paid eight years ago 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman misunderstands the fact. I said 
this was reported when the chairman of the committee was absent and 
that ! thought this bill ought not to pass. ‘The parties had received 
what was considered a proper rate for their services, and ought to be 
satisfied with it. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, when the attention of the House is calied to 
the facts—not for the purpose of defeating this bill, because I have no 
desire to defeat it after the report of the committee, from which it ap- 
pears that the compensation these men received as employés of a former 
Democratic House was really insufficient—-when the attention of this 
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Democratic House is called to the facts, and when my colleague, the 
chairman of the Committee on Claims, is brought face to face with the 
facts in the case, he gets up and, with that extraordinary power of his, 
greater than that which belongs to any other man upon this floor, he 
proceeds like a cuttle-fish to muddy the water and then to swim away. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPRINGER. The waters were muddied by my colleague from 
Illinois, and I was trying to clear them. [Laughter. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I regret exceedingly 
the course which the debate on this bill has taken, and I will say to 
the committee that I would not have asked its indulgence if I had sup- 
posed that the time would have been occupied as it has been. It ap- 
pears that these men received adollaraday. ‘TheCommittee on Claims 
reported that they were entitled to $2aday. I knew nothing myself 
as to the facts, but the committee had made its report, and I took the 
precaution to ask my colleague, the chairman of the committee [Mr. 
SPRINGER], before I stated that the report of the committee was unan- 
imous, whether such was not the fact, and I understood him to say 
that it was, or that he supposed it was. 

Mr. SPRINGER. There was no adverse report. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. It was upon that information that I 
made the statement I did make. I believed myself that the amount 
allowed these men was inadequate, and inasmuch as the Committee on 
Claims had reported in favor of the passage of this bill, I, in behalf of 
the persons concerned, asked unanimous consent to take the bill up out 
of its order, and I hope now that nothing that has been said here for 
political effect either on the one side or the other will really affect the 
merits of the bill and that it will now be permitted to pass. 

Mr. BLAND. Mr. Chairman, there are some of us here who were 
members of the Forty-fourth Congress, and when I hear the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] and other gentlemen upon that side taunt- 
ing the Democratic party upon the subject of economy, I am reminded 
of the scenes in that Congress which I happened to witness. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL] was chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and when that House—the first Democratic 
House that had assembled here since the war—undertook to institute 
some economy in the appropriations for the support of this Government, 
and when, in a long contest with the Republican Senate, extending far 
into the dog days of August, that House did reduce the appropriations 
to the tune of $30,000,000, the Republicans, standing by their leaders 
on the other side of the House, declared that the Democratic party 
were undertaking to starve the Government to death, to destroy it in 
that way, and went on the hustings throughout the country denounc- 


ing the Democratic party for its economy and its efforts to “starve”? | 


out the Government. 

Tell me they did not complain of economy! When the Forty-fifth 
Congress met, a Democratic Congress also, it continued these reduc- 
tions, or at least there was no increase in the appropriations, and so in 
the Forty-sixth Congress, until at last the Republicans themselves 
began to see that after all the Government was not being starved and 
that it was able to get along with these reduced appropriations. And 
yet, sir, we are expected to sit silent here under the taunts which are 
now flung at the Democratic party about ‘‘economy’’ and the reduc- 
tion of expenses, Whenever such taunts are indulged in I think it is 
well enough to go back a few years, and remind gentlemen upon the other 
side of their speeches and their conduct upon this subject at that time. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Mississippi. Mr. Chairman, I was not here in the 
Forty-fourth nor the Forty-fifth Congress, the economical spirit of which 
has been the subject of the criticism of the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
CANNON], but, sir, I am here now and am still fully imbued with the 
spirit of economy [laughter], and before this vote is taken I want the 
committee to understand the proposition on which we are about to vote, 
and I desire to give my reasons for the vote I will cast. The record 
read by the gentleman from I}linois [Mr. SPRINGER] discloses this sort 
of a case. 

During the vacation of the Forty-fifth Congress the proposed bene- 
ficiaries of this bill whose names were not borne on the rolls of the House 
and for whose employment there was noauthority of law insisted, doubt- 
less out of a spirit of pure patriotism or from force of long habit flaugh- 
ter] on serving the Government here. They seem, some of them at 
least, to have been serving about the House for years, and, strange to 
say, like most other Government employés, were reluctant to quit. 
They seem to have performed some vague sort of service, just what we 
are not informed, but it was no doubt very laborious and onerous, per- 
formed doubtless of their own volition, as there was no authority of 
law for their paetermens. 

It seems, then, Mr. Chairman, that certain benevolent and humane 
gentlemen, members of the Congress at the time, who knew of the 
value of the patriotic labors performed by these men, passed a bill and 
fixed the compensation to be paid them, which was no doubt satisfac- 
tory to them at the time, and was accepted by them in full satisfaction 
for their services. And 0 ee ee eee eee 

was Hi 


those claims, and them double w adjudged by the House, 
for which the services were , to be reasonable and _ It 
is true, sir, that the money involved here is not much in and 
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cents as compared with amounts in most bills passing this House, }ut. 
sir, there are questions of policy and precedent involved that I am no: 
willing to permit to pass without challenge. 

Sir, is it wise or statesmanlike for this House to sit here and fritte; 
away its time in endeavoring to go back and hunt out and give addi- 
tional compensation to some person who has served the Government jp 
some capacity at some time since its foundation, who, in the estima 
tion of some philanthropic and liberal-minded man (I mean libera)- 
minded with Government money), did not get all he thinks he oug}) 
to have had, though it was doubtless much more than the employs o; 
private interests similarly employed at the time got and what the part 
was anxious at the time to accept? In the language of the gentle), 
from Maine [Mr. REED], is this what you call attending to the pub! 
business? 

Mr. Chairman, if there is any one disposition that has developed itse); 
over and above all other traits of the American citizen it is a willing. 
ness to serve the Government. [Laughter.] Sir, this willingness oy 
the part of the people to accept Government employment at the com- 
pensation already fixed is so unanimous and universal as to have ban- 
ished all fears that republican institutions would ever fail here for t}, 
want of men to hold the offices. [Lanughter.] Sir, laborers are strik- 
ing all over the country, but I hear of no threatened strike on the part 
of the employés of the Government. [Laughter.] And yet one woul 
think they were about to strike, for scarcely a day passes but that sone 
proposition is made on this floor to better their condition at the ex pense 
of the toiling masses of the country, by giving them more pay and less 
work, shorter time to work in and longer furloughs or leaves of absence 
with pay going on; and reference is often made to them as the poorly 
paid and overworked Government emplvyés. 

Mr. Chairman, if I have been impressed with one thing more than 
another since I came to Washington it has been the vast difference in 
condition between the vast mass of the people whom we came here to 
represent and their rulers and servants in the public service about 
Washington, so far as the salaries they receive and spend and the com- 
forts and luxuries with which they are surrounded are concerned. Sir, 
in the midst of all this splendor and show and extravagance do not |et 
us forget those who have to foot the bills and who sent us here to re; 
resent them. 

When their crops fail or prices fail or disasters overtake them, as 
they have thousands of honest and hardworking men and women in 1) 
country, until they can scarcely provide food and clothing for them 
sélves and their families, there is no one to readjust their claims aud 
double their compensation or give them back pay. 

Sir, there is not one of us on this floor who could not from among ou: 


| own constituents fill all the vacancies that will occur within the next 


two years in the Government service with people who would be glad 
to take the places without an increase of salary. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. If we could get the chance. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Mississippi. Now, sir, gentlemen may say wha‘ 
they please about the action of past Congresses, but for myself | am 
more interested in correcting the abuses of the present than I am about 
fixing responsibility for the past. If the Forth-fifth Congress was eco- 
nomical let us imitate its example, and not attempt to squander in 
profligate extravagance what they saved by their economy. I say to 
gentlemen on this floor I do not care to what political party you belong; 
those of you who are willing to do what you can to show to the people 
that the Forty-ninth Congress is anxious to give the country an cco- 
nomical administration, and to eradicate extravagance in all of its 
forms, will have my cordial co-operation in all such endeavors. The 
leave these parties where the Congress they served left them, and do 
not set a precedent by which a thousand like bills will be invited from 
persons who come to realize years after the services are performed that 
they worked for the Government toocheap. Sir, I desire, in the name 
of an overtaxed constituency, to enter my protest against any and al! 


such en Applause. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pirhe question is on the motion of the gent!«man 
from Illinois [Mr. HenprERson] that the bill be laid aside to |e re 
ported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 68, noes 59. 

Mr. COWLES. No quorum. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. The report in this case was mace by 
a gentleman on the other side, a Representative from Florida {M:. 
DovGuHeERty ], who is not present to-day. He had no expectation that 
the bill would be called up at this time; and if there is to be any «o0- 
troversy, if the point of no quorum is to be raised, I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be over until he appears. 

Mr. EDEN. Let us have tellers. I think this bill ought to he de- 
feated. 


Mr. COWLES. [I insist on the point that no quorum voted. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Henperson, of Illinois, and \°. 
COWLES were ted. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 11¢, 
noes 47. 

So the bill was laid aside to be reported favorably tothe House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move that the committce rise. 
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JOHN ELLIS. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Before my friend from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] 
makes the motion that the committee rise I wish to ask a special favor 
of the committee. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw my moticn for the present. . 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask unanimous consent to have taken up at this 
time a very small bill for the benefit of acolored employé of the House, 
the case being of the same class as that just acted on, except that in 
this instance no payment at all was made. I am satisfied there has 
been continuous injustice in not making this payment. I therefore ask 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Let the bill be read subject to objection. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I am satisfied there will be no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 
ask for objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: : 

A bill (H. R. 3908) for the relief of John Ellis. 


Be Sees Se. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he ‘s hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to pay John Ellis the sum of $210, in full for services ren- 
cae aaa to the Forty-fifth Congress from October 15, 1877, to Feb- 
ruary 1, 1878. 


Mr. HOLMAN. The report in this case is very brief, and I ask that 


The report (by Mr. NEAL) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on to whom was referred the bill (I. R. 3908) for the 
relief of John Ellis, submit the following report: 

Bills seeking the same object as the present bill were favorably reported by 
the ittee on Claims of the Forty-seventh and Forty-eighth Congresses. 
The Committee on Claims in the Forty-seventh Congress made the following 

which we adopt, and recommend the passage of the present bill: 
That John Ellis, by the appointment of the Doorkeeper, acted as messenger 
House and its committees, in the Forty-fifth Congress, for the period of 
months and a half, from October 15, 1877, to the Ist day of February, 1878, 
for which he has received no pay, because, for some reason unknown to your 
committee, his name was not put upon the proper rolls. Your committee, 
therefore, report a bill herewith, and recommend its passage.” 


a“ . Is there objection to the present consideration of 
? 

Mr. COX. I do not understand why the name of this man was not 
borne on the ro}l if he was actually in the employ of the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will say to my friend from North Carolina that 
for many years Mr. Ellis has been claiming that this money was due 
him. I brought the subject to the attention of the Forty-seventh Con- 
gress, and a report was made in his favor by the Committee on Claims 
and again in the Forty-eighth Congress. How it happened that he was 
employed without his name being on the roll I am not able to say; but 
it occurred in to these other four men just as it did in regard to 
him. The only trouble was that this claim was not adjusted at the 
same time the other four claims were adjusted. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

Mr. KING rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Louisiana object? 

Mr. KING. Before unanimous consent is given I would like to ask 
the gentleman from Pee measure has _ been brought here 
before. Several Congresses have elapsed since the time when these 
services are claimed te have been rendered. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Theclaim has been brought in time and again. This 
is the third made in its favor. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection the bill will be taken 
up for consideration. The Chair hears no objection. The question is 
0 to be laid aside to be reported to the House with a 

t it pass. 

Mr. CANNON. IL hope this bill will pass. It is proper and fitting 
that it should. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMANn] ap- 
proves and blessesit. It is for services rendered in the Forty-fifth Con- 

a Democratic Congress, memorable in the annals of this country. 

t is peculiarly appropriate that my friend from Indiana should now 
come in to do this tardy justice to a man who served that Congress for 
nothing under their scant appropriations, because this very cutting off 
of the appropriation for this employé and a few others furnished the 
Congres. from Indiana , the campaign thunder which re-elected him to 

ter, 
Cc - The question is, Shall the bill be laid aside to 
be reported to the House with a recommendation that it do pass ? 

The question was decided in the affirmative. 


JOHN E. WHITE. 

Mr. PERKINS. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] agrees 
to withhold for a moment the motion that the committes rise. I ask 
unanimous consent that the Committee of the Whole take up for pres- 
ent consideration the bill (H. R. 5175) extending the provisions and 
benefits of the pre-emption laws to John E. White. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

ions and benefits of the pre-emption law be 


Be it enacted, &c., That the 
ene as granted to E. White, of Wils.: County, Kansas, so as to 
—— to and purchase of the proper | ind office, and upon the 
to other lands in the same community, the north half of 
the quarter and the southwest quarter of the northeast quarter of sec- 
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tion numbered 20, township numbered 27 south, of range numbered 16 east of 
the sixth principal meridian, in the State of Kansas, notwithstanding his previous 
filing on a different tract of land. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on the Public Lands t® 
strike out the word ‘‘of,”’ in line 5, after the word ‘‘ purchase,’’ and 
insert the word “‘at,’’ was read. 

Mr. PERKINS. TheCommittee on Public Lands have unanimously 
reported in favor of this bill, and I have the report here; but I can 
briefly state that the reason that this man can not pre-empt the land 
upon which he has his home to-day is that formerly he filed upon 80 
acres of land, after which he was taken sick and was prostrated a num- 
ber of weeks. During the time of his sickness and prostration others 
came in and filed upon those 80 acres, and instituted a contest against 
him. Not having the money to prosecute that contest he abandoned 
it, and located upon the tract which he now occupies; but in conse- 
\yuence of his former filing the Land Office holds that he is now pre- 
cluded from the benefits of the pre-emptionact. This billsimply gives 
him the right to pre-empt without regard to his former filing. 

Several Mempers. ‘‘All right.’’ 

There being no objection, the Committee of the Whole proceeded to 
consider the bill. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on the Public Lands 
was agreed to; and the bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it pass. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move the committee rise. , 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. HATCH reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
had, according to order, had under consideration the Private Calendar 
and had directed him to report back sundry bills with various recom- 
mendations. 

CHANGE OF RANK ON RETIRED-LIST. 

The SPEAKER. The first bill reported from the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar is a bill (H. R. 37) to change the 
rank of an officer on the retired-list of the Army. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is the bill upon which a yea-and-nay vote 
has been demanded. The gentleman from Wisconsin, Mr. BRAGG, and 
the gentleman from Alabama, Mr. WHEELER, both now absent, de- 
manded a yea-and-nay vete. The Committee of the Whole reported 
adversely on the bill. There is some dispute about it. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The yeas and nays have been demanded, but not 
ordered. 

Mr. SPRINGER... Let the bill be reported. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the bill. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to select,from among the colonels now on the retired-list of the 
Army of the United States, one person who has served in the late civil war as 
chief of artillery of one of the principal armies of the United States, and to place 
him on said retired-list with the rank and pay of major-general from the date of 
his retirement: Provided, That the officer so selected has been borne on the 
active-list of the Army for more than forty years as a commissioned officer of 
artillery: And provided further, That he held at the date of his retirement the 
brevet rank of major-general, conferred by the President, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, for distinguished services in said war. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I made astatement which may be misunderstood 
by the House. The bill was reported favorably by the Committee on 
Military Affairs and put on the Private Calendar. When the bill was 
up to be considered by the Committee of the Whole tellers were or- 
dered. A quorum failed to vote. The gentleman having charge of the 
bill submitted to an adverse report for the purpose of getting it into 
the House, the tellers haying reported a majority voting against the 
bill. 

Mr. PRICE. I want the yeas and nays on the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Not on the third reading and engrossment of the 
bill? 

Mr. PRICE. No; but on the passage. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 76, nays 111, not 
voting 135; as follows: 


YEAS—76. 
Allen, C. IH. Dorsey, Hopkins, Rockwell, 
Atkinson, Dowdney, Howard, Sawyer, 
Bayne, Eldredge, Hutton, Seney, 
Bingham, Ely, Johnson, F. A. Seymour 
Blanchard, Ermentrout, Ketcham, Shaw, 
Bound, Farquhar, King, Spooner, 
Bragg, Forney, Laird, Stahlnecker, 
Breckinridge, W CI’. Frederick, Libbey, Strait, 
Brown, C. FE. Funston, Lindsley, Swinburne, 
Campbell, Felix Gay, Martin, Swope, 
Campbell, J. E. Green, R. 8. Maybury, Symes, 
Campbell, T. J. Guenther, Merriman, Tillman, 
Catchings, ilale, Millard, Trigg. 
Cobb, Hayden, Milliken, Van Eaton, 
Comstock, Hemphill, Morrill, Wade. 
Cutcheon, Henderson, D.B. Morrow, Weaver, J.B. 
Dargan, Hewitt, Perry, Whiting, 
Davenport, Hiscock, Pettibone, Wilkins, 
Dibble, Hitt, Rice, Wolford, 
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Adams, G. F 
Alien, J. M. 
Ballentine, 
Barnes, 
Barry, 
Beach, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Brady, 


Breckinridge, C. R. 


Brown, W. W. 
Buck, 
Bunnell, 
Burrows, 
Bynum, 
Oabell, 
Caldwell, 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Clements, 
Conger, 
Cooper, 
Cowles, 
Cox, 
Crisp, 
Croxton, 


Davidson, A. C. 


Davis, 


Adams, J. J. 
Aiken, 


Anderson, C. M. 
Anderson, J. A. 


Arnot, 
Baker, 
Barbour, 
Barksdale, 
Belmont, 
Bennett, 
Bliss, 
Boutelle, 
Boyle, 
Browne, T. M. 
Brumm, 
Buchanan, 
Burleigh, 
Burnes, 
Butterworth 


Oampbell, J. M. 


Carleton, 
Caswell, 
Clardy, 
Cole, 
Collins, 
Compton, 
Orain, 
Culberson, 
Ourtin, 
Daniel, 


Davidson, KR. Ii. M. 


Dingley, 
Dougherty, 
Ellsberry, 
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NAYS—111. 

Dawson, Tanham, 
Dockery, McKenna, 
Dunham, MeMillin, 
Dunn, McRae, 
Eden, Miller, 
Everhart, Moffatt, 
Fleeger, Morgan, 
Fuller, Morrison, 
Geddes, Murphy, 
Glass, Neal, 
Green, W.J. Neece, 
Grout, Nelson, 
Hall, O'Donnell, 
Halsell, O’ Ferrall, 
Harris, O'Neill, Charles 
Hatch, Osborne, 
Haynes, Owen, 
Heard, Payson, 
Hepburn, Peel, 
Hiestand, Perkins, 
Holman, Peters, 
Jackson, Pindar, 
James, Price, 
Johnston, J.T. ° 
Johnston, T. D. Reed, T. B 
Laffoon, Reid, J.W 
La Follette, Richardson, 
Landes, tiggs, 

NOT VOTING--15. 
Evans, Little, 
Felton, Long 
Findlay, Lore, 
Fisher, Louttit, 
Foran, Lovering, 
Ford, Lowry, 
Gallinger, Lyman, 
Gibson, C. H. Mahoney, 
Gibson, Eustace Markham, 
Gilfillan, Matson, 
Glover, McAdoo, 
Goff, McComas, 
Grosvenor, McCreary, 
Hammond, McKinley, 
Hanback, Mills, 
Harmer, Mitchell, 
Henderson, J.S. Muller, 
Henderson, T.J. Negley, 
Henley, Norwood, 
Herbert, Oates, 
Hermar., O’ Hara, 
Hill, O'Neill, J.J. 
Hires, Outhwaite, 
Holmes, Parker, 
Houk, Payne, 
Hudd, Phelps, 
Irion, Pideock, 
Jones, J. H. Pirce, 
Jones, J.T. Plumb, 
Kelley, Randall, 
Kleiner, Ranney, 
Lawler, I ° 
Le Fevre, Robertson, 
Lehlibach, Ryan, 


So the bill was rejected. 


During the roll-call, on motion of Mr. James, the reading of the 


names was dispensed with. 


The following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk until fur- 


ther notice: 


Mr. HENLEY with Mr. RYAN. 


Mr. Hitt with Mr. BAKER. 
Mr. WINANS with Mr. GRoSVENOR. 


Mr. MULLER with Mr. Houx. 


Mr. HEMPHILL with Mr. Ice H. TAYLOR. 
Mr. Arnot with Mr. Lona. 
Mr. Lowry with Mr. McComas. 

Mr. PEE with Mr. HenprErson, of Illinois. 
Mr. Norwoop with Mr. GILFILLAN. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND with Mr. GALLINGER. 


Mr. Curtin with Mr. Neoiry. 


Mr. OUTHWAITE with Mr, PARKER. 

Mr. Prpcock with Mr. McKIN.eEy. 

Mr. CRAIN with Mr. Stewart, of Vermont. 
Mr. BurNeEs with Mr. BUCHANAN. 


Mr. FisHer with Mr. LYMAN. 
Mr. Gipson, of West Virginia, with Mr. Prrcog. 


Mr, CoLE with Mr. Tomas, of Illinois. 

Mr, CARLETON with Mr. HoLmEs. 

Mr, Jones, of Alabama, with Mr. BurLEIGH. 
Mr. TARNSEY with Mr. CASWELL. 


For this day: 


Mr. HAMMOND with Mr. HARMER. 
Mr. Davipson, of Florida, with Mr. BuTTER WORTH. 


Mr. Murpny with Mr. PAYNE. 


Mr. Ropertson with Mr. STEELE. 


Mr. Oates with Mr. DINGLEY. 


Mr. Joun M. Tayior with Mr. Himgs. 


Mr. LA FEvRE with Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. 


Rogers, 
Romeis, 
Rowell, 
Sadler, 
Sayers, 
Scranton, 
Sessions, 
Skinner, 
Smalls, 
Sowden, 
Springer, 


Stephenson, 
Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Stone, W.J., Mo. 
Strubie, 
Taulbee, 
Taylor, Zach. 
‘Turner, 

Van Schaick, 
Wadsworth, 
Wait, 

Wellborn, 


West, 
White, Milo 
Willis 


Wilson, 
Wise. 


Scott, 
Singleton, 
Snyder, 
Spriggs, 
Steele, 
Stewart, Charles 
Stewart, J. W. 
St. Martin, 
Stone, E.F. 
Storm, 
Tarsney, 
Taylor, E.3T. 
Taylor, I. H. 
Taylor, J. M. 
Thomas, J. R. 
a 0. B. 

ompson, 
Shandiaciien, 
Townshend, 
‘Tucker, 
Viele, 
Wakefield, 
Ward, J. H. 
Ward, T. B. 
Warner, A. J. 
Warner, William 
Weaver, A.J. 
Weber, 
Wheeler, 

ns, 

Wood i 
Worthington. 


Mr. Henperson, of North Carolina, with Mr. HANBACK. 
Mr. O’NEILt, of Missouri, with Mr. WAK 
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Mr. Jones, of Texas, with Mr. KELLEY. 

Mr. McApoo with Mr. Lourtir. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. : 

Mr. PRICE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was re- 
pee and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LEAVE PO PRINT. 


By unanimous consent leave was granted to Mr. BUTTERWORTH, 
Mr. BAYNE, and Mr. ALLEN, of Mississippi, to extend their remarks, 
made to-day, in the Recorp. 

EUNICE E. CLARK. 

Mr. NEECE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a privileged report 
from the committee of conference on House bill No. 6429, granting a 
pension to Eunice E. Clark. : 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

The committee of conference on the Songracing: votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6429) granting a pension to Eu- 
nice E. Clark, having met, after full and free conference have agreed to recoi- 
mend and do recommend to their respective Houses asfollows: 

That the Senate agree to amend the Senate amendment by striking out the 
word “twenty” and inserting ‘“twelve;” so that the Senate amendment wi! 
read: “At the rate of $12 per month, subject to the limitations and provisions of 
the pension laws.”’ 


And that the House recede from its disagreement, and agree to the Senate 
amendment as amended. 
WM. H. NEECE, 


JOHN 8. PINDAR, 
E. H. CONGER, 
Managers on the part of the Hous 


Ss. M. CULLOM, 
H. W. BLAIR, 
A. H. COLQUITT. 
Managers on the part of the Senale. 
The committee submit the following statement to accompany the re- 
port: 
The effect of this report, if adopted, is to reduce the Senate amendment from 
$20 per month to $12. The husband of this claimant was a private soldier, and 
this report puts her on the pension-roll at the same rate as soldiers’ widows of 


the same rank. 
WM. H. NEECE, 
JOHN 8S. PINDAR, 
E. H. CONGER, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

The report of the committee of conference was adopted. 

Mr. NEECE moved to reconsider the vote by which the report was 
agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


M’MINNVILLE AND MANCHESTER RAILROAD COMPANY. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next bill reported from 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 5194) a Quartermaster-General to settle with the M:- 
Minnville and Manchester Railroad Company, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. There isa yea-and-nay vote to be taken on tliat 
bill in the House, and as there are several other bills upon the Calen- 
dar, upon the passage of which there will be, I think, no objection, and 
which can not be disposed of to-day if a yea-and-nay vote is ordered on 
this bill, I ask unanimous consent that the consideration of this bil! 
be passed over for the present. 

Mr. COWLES. I object. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will mention in particular that there is a bil! 
for the relief of John 8S. Kendrick, which is to be recommitted to the 
Committee on War Claims—— 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from North Carolina has 0))- 
jected to the postponing the unfinished business. 

The question is upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and read « 
third time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to enter into a 
discussion of the merits of this bill. It has been already discussed in 
Committee of the Whole on two separate occasions, and I do not desire 
now, as I have intimated, to extend that debate. I want to say sim- 
ply that by the Judiciary Committee of the Forty-cighth Congress this 

ill was unanimously 


By the Committee on War Claims of the present House it has been 
again favorably When it was first considered and discusse«! 
in Committee of the Whole, and the question being taken upon laying 


it aside the committee found itself without aquorum. The vote upon 
the bill at that time, as I now recollect it, was 70 in favor of the pas- 
sage of the bill and 55 against it. 

When it was again called up—— 

Mr, EDEN. debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is. The previous 
dered upon the bill. The gentleman from 


Mr. RICHARDSON. When it was again called up and the vote was 


uestion has not been or 
is entitled to an 
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taken after debate, I think, as I now remember, the vote was about 75 
to 65. . 

I have said that I did not care to discuss the question upon its merits 
any further. I want to yield, however, a few minutes to the gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. REEp], who I understand desires to submit some 
remarks in the House upon the bill. I do not know that Iam correct, 
but if Iam I shall yield to the gentleman from Maine. 

The SPEAKER. How much time? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Fiveminutes, or so much time as the gentle- 
man may desire—longer if he wishes. : f 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I havealways felt some interest in the claims 
arising from the war, because I believe that while justice ought to be 
done in all proper cases, there would be very grave danger in under- 
to pay what might properly be called the losses of the war. I 
believe that those losses which arose in the prosecution of the war di- 
rectly ought to rest where they fell and that we ought not to disturb 
them in any manner. 

Since this matter was first brought up for debate in the esmmittee it 
occurred to me, on hearing a part of the discussion that then took place, 
that this was one of those cases which ought to be resisted. I there- 
fore examined the report, and became satisfied that if the report was 
true I was mistaken in that regard; but the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. JoHNSTON], in some of hisremarks upon the floor, induced me to 
think that I ought to investigate the record in order that I might at 
least be consistentin the principles which I havealways supported. I 
found upon an examination of the record that it was right and just for 
me to say, on investigation of the documents, that in my judgment this 
is not one of the cases which were the direct results of damage ensuing 
from the prosecution of the war. Wherever the armies of the United 
States tore up a railroad or took possession of it in the enemy’s coun- 
try, whatever loss happened is like a loss occurring from a cyclone, not 


to be investigated, not paid for by the government of either belligerent 
which was successful; but in 1864 I find, while war was not prevalent 


in the country where this railroad was situated, the United States, un- 
der a statute made for that purpose, took possession of this road, and 
the United States, having taken possession of it, took away the iron and 
sold it to another corporation and received pay for it. 

The Quartermaster’s Department investigated that subject by a com- 
missioner, and that commissioner reported the price which this House 
is to-day asked to pay. Now, the only reason why this is not a strictly 
legal determination is because the act of 1862, under which the rail- 
road must have been taken, if it was taken by law, requires that the 
appointment of a commissioner to assess damages shall be made by the 
President. It was made by the Quartermaster’s Department and the 
documents show it, and show also the figures at which this iron was 
estimated. The next question is how did the railroad company, which 
to-day asks that this shall be allowed on their account—how did they 
get possession of the road? The answer is to be found in a contract 
which the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. RICHARDSON] has just 
shown me—the original document—which contains a full and complete 
transferof the right of the railroad whose iron the United States have 
taken. That completes the circuit. That shows the damage, the 
amount of damage, the legality of its payment, and the party to whom 
it ought to be paid. For my part I can see nothing wanting to make 
itap and suitable claim against the Government. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. May I ask the gentleman a 
question ? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. How does the estimate of the 
commissioner com with the amount claimed ? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. It compares exactly. It is the same amount 
with this exception, that the commissioner estimated for damaged 
bridges, and such matters, which the committee and this bill do not 


propose to pay. 

Ms. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Those are expressly stricken 
ou 
_ Mr. REED, of Maine. They are expressly stricken out. The bill 
is confined solely to railroad iron taken by the Government of the 
United States and sold by it, the proceeds of which the United States 


received. 
ant HENDERSON, of Iowa. Will the gentleman permit me a ques- 


Mr. REED, of Maine. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. You have examined this act of 1962. 
Will you explain something with to its provisions? I under- 
stand it was an act not for war purposes, but for getting possession of 


E 


|! 


Mr. REED, of Maine. It was for getting possession of railroads not 
the anne territory, 
Mr N,ofIowa. What was the object of the act? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. To enable the authorities of the United 
States to take railroads near the scene of conflict. Of course army op- 
erations extended away back to the base, and it was necessary to have 
the power of taking railroads along the border. Am I right in that 


Mr. That is exactly correct. 
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Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. When taken possession of was the 
railroad being used by the confederate army? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. No, sir; the confederate army had not been 
there for a long time. That is a point which is not disputed. 

Ido not know that I need add anything further, but I thought I should 
say this much because, having taken a decided stand on these claims, 
I deemed it proper to state this in order to justify my judgment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iholdin my hand the original contract referred 
to by the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Will the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. RIcHARDSON] yield a portion of the time to this side? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido not want to debate the question. Ihold 
in my hand the original contract entered into between the Nashville 
and Chattanooga, and the McMinnvilleand Manchester Railroad Com- 
panies. The gentleman from Maine has stated itcorrectly. It trans- 
fers allthe rights of the Manchester road to the Nashville and Chatta- 
nooga road. 

I move the previous question. 

Mr HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman from Tennessee will not 
make a speech, then yield to the gentleman from Maine for a speech on 
the same side, and then move the previous question so as to cut off de- 
bate. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have not debated the question 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes, sir; you have debated the question, and now 
you call for the previous question. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee moves the previous 
question on ordering the bill to be engrossed and read the third time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let it be voted down. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 73, noes 62. 

Mr. BYNUM. No quorum. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If it will obviate any trouble I will concede 
five minutes to the gentleman from Indiana. [Cries of ‘‘ Kegular 
order!’ ] 

The SPEAKER. A quorum not having voted, the Chair appoints as 
tellers the gentleman from Indiana, Mr. Bynum, and the gentleman 
from Tennessee, Mr. RICHARDSON. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. The only difficulty about discussion arises 
from the fact that 5 o’clock isso near. Ifit is considered desirable 
that gentlemen on the other side should talk upon this question we 
can by unanimous consent extend the sitting a quarter of an hour. I 
think there is no desire to cut off debate. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular order !’’ 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 97, noes 20. 

Mr, ANDERSON, of Kansas. No quorum. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Isa motion to take a recess 
until half-past seven in order? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Isit in ordertotakea recess before 5 o’clock ? 

The SPEAKER. The rule of the House requires an adjournment at 
5 o'clock, but the House has always the power to take a recess or to 
adjourn. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. 
recess, 

Mr. SPRINGER. I renew it. 

The motion for a recess was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o'clock 
and 58 minutes p. m.) the House took a recess until half past 7 p. m. 


I make that motion. 


I withdraw the motion fora 





EVENING SESSION. 

The recess having expired, the House at half past 7 p. m. resumed 
its session. 

Mr. MATSON. 
into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering bills under 
the special order for Friday evening sessions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. HAtcH in the chair. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole for 
the purpose of considering bills on the Private Calendar under the special 
order. 

Mr. MATSON. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that mem- 
bers present may be allowed to call up such bills as they desire. I 
think it is only just to those who attend these Friday evening sessions 
that they should have that preference, and in my judgment after the 
bills so called up are disposed of we ought to stop. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


MRS. MARIA WALKER. 


Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call up House bill No. 6311, 
granting arrears of pension to Mrs. Maria Walker. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to pay to Maria Walker, widow of John H. Walker, a sol- 
dier of the Revolutionary war, arrears of pension from the 4th of March, 1560, 

date at which she was dropped from the pension-roll; and that the said 
Maria Walker be, and is hereby, restored to her rights as a pensioner of the 
Revolutionary war. 


Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itself 
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The Committee on Pensions recommend an amendment striking ont 
all of the bill after the word ‘‘sixty,’’ in line 7, and inserting the words 
“to March 9, 1878, at the rate of $8 per month.”’ 

Mr. MILLS. I move the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. MATSON. Mr. Chairman. I would like to hear the report in 
that case. 


The report (by Mr. WoLForpD) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6311) grant- 
ing arrears of pension to Mrs. Maria Walker, submit the following report: 

Mrs. Maria Walker is the widow of John H, Walker, who wasaprivatesoldier 
in Captain Henry's company, Colonel Alexander's regiment, soca militia, in 
the war for American independence. Mrs. Walker became his wife on March 
14,1815. Her hugband died in 1836, and she has neverremarried. Under the act 
of February 3, 1853, which provided for the pensioning of the widows of Revolu- 
tionary soldiers who were married after the year 1800, she was placed on the pen- 

n-roll from the date of that act, and continued to draw a pension up to March 
, 1860,at which time she was dropped from the rolls. She was restored to the 
rolis under the act of March 9, 1878, at the rate of $8 per month. 

Mrs. Walker has made several ares to the Pension Office to be al- 
lowed payment of her pension for the time during which she was suspended 
from the rolls, but is and has been unable to comply with the requirement of 
that office as to proof of loyalty to the United States during the period of the 
late civil war, as, none a native and always a resident of the South, she natur- 
ally sympathized with her people,to whom only,at her then advanced age, 
could she look for counsel and relief. 

Mrs. Walker is now over ninety years of age, is in straitened circumstances, 
and largely dependent upon relatives and friends for a home and support, her 
ay eae being the $8 per month she now receives since she was restored to 

e rolls. 

Mrs. Walker is one of the very few, perhaps the only widow of a soldier of the 
Revolutionary war now living; and in view of the facts it would seem oaneey 
proper for the American Congress to pay to this old lady the small sum whic 
the bill will allow, and thereby place her for the remainder of her days, which 
must be very short at best, beyond the reach of want. 

Your committee therefore recommend that the bill do , With the following 
amendment: Strike out all after the word “sixty,” in line 7 of the bill, and in- 
sert the words “‘to March 9, 1878, at the rate of $8 per month.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the committee. 

The amendment was to. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection this bill, as amended, 
will be laid aside to be reported to the House with the recommendation 
that it do 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, I know of no instance where we have 
voted arrears to these pensioners, and I know of many cases where the 
parties were really suffering and where arrears should have been granted 
if we are to depart from the rule at all, Idonot know why we should 
make an exception in this instance. 





Mr. MILLS. I did not hear distinctly the remark of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 
Mr. PRICE. I say that this is in direct conflict with the rule that 


has guided us here in dealing with these cases. 

Mr. MILLS. This lady had been receiving a pension for a number 
of years. 

Mr. PRICE. I know it, and I would give her a pension again. 

Mr. MILLS. She has had her pension restored since 1878. This is 
simply to give it to her from 1860 to 1878, the period. during which it 
was suspended. 

Mr. PRICE. Iknow; but whyshould that be done in this case, when 
there are so many other cases where we refuse to do it? 

Mr. MILLS. So many other Revolutionary pensioners, the widows 
of Revolutionary soldiers ? 

Mr. PRICE. No; but so many widows of soldiers who served you 
and me and the country. 

Mr. MILLS. Do you know of any other case just like this? 

Mr. PRICE. Oh, no. I presume there are no two cases on the pen- 
sion rolls entirely alike. 

Mr. OSBORNE. This lady was entitled to the pension all these years. 

Mr. PRICE. The constitated authorities decided otherwise. 

Mr. MILLS. She was simply dropped from theroll. She was living 
in the South, within the fire-circle at that time, and, I suppose, without 
knowing anything about her, or knowing whether she was loyal or dis- 
loyal, they simply dropped her from the roll; and then in 1878, I pre- 
sume, upon proper proofs they restored her, and she has been drawing 
her pension again ever since that time. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Do I understand that this case was dropped from 
the roll in 1860? 

Mr. MILLS. Yes; in 1860. 

Mr. DOCKERY. There were many cases of that kind. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Chairman, let me inquire whether this report 
is the unanimous report of the committee. 

Mr. MORRILL. The bill comes from the Committee on Pensions. 
As to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, I will say that in cases simi- 
lar to this that have come before that committee where parties were 
improperly dropped from the roll we have recommended restoring them 
and placing them back as they were before were dropped. I re- 
member one case last winter where a man got $2,800 arrears. If this 
lady was entitled to be restored to the pension-roll at all she is entitled 
to receive a pension for all the time thatshe was from the roll, 
and the Pension Office by restoring her admit that did wrong in 
dropping her. I think she ought to receive the arrears. 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, I will not take up the time of the com- 
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mittee in arguing the question, but will content myself by voting against 
the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection this bill will be laid 
aside to be reported to the House with the recommendation that it do 


There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
CLARK, BOON. 


Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to call up 
House bill 7931, increasing the pension of Clark Boon. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to increase the pension of Clark Boon, late a member of 
Comeney H, Thirty-third Regiment of Iowa Volunteers, to the sum of $24 per 
monti, 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended an amendment 
striking out in the last line of the bill the words ‘‘ twenty-four dollars 
per month’’ and inserting ‘‘twelve dollars per month, to take effect 
from and after the passage of this act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

There being no objection, the bill as amended was laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MARY HOWARD FARQUHAR. 


Mr. MAYBURY. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to take 
up House bill 1201 for the relief of Mary Howard Farquhar. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 


thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of M Howard 
ee, widow of the late Maj. and Bvt. Lieut. Col. Francis V. Farquhar, Corps 
o 


gineers, United States Army, and daughter of the late Maj. Gen. Alpheus 
8. Williams, United States volunteers, at the rate of $50 per month, in lieu of the 
pension which she no w receives. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended an amendment, 
striking out, in line 9 of the bill, the word “‘ fifty ’’ and inserting the 
word ** forty.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection this bill will be laid 
aside to be reported to the House with the recommendation that it do 


pass. 

Mr. PRICE. There is objection, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. MAYBURY. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 


LYDIA HADLOCK. 


Mr. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call up House bill 1142, 
granting a pension to Lydia Hadlock. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Se Sentet Aa Ge Cay f the Interior be, and he is hereby, av- 
thorized and irecied to place on the pension. rol aot to the provisions ond 
limitations of the act of Cou ved March 9, 1878 (20 tes at Large, 


27), the name of Lydia lock, of Lexington, Mass., widow of Colburn 
Fladicok, who served three months in the war of 1812. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with recommendation that it do pass. 


GERIAH COLLINS. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Icall up the bill (S. 891) granting a pension to 
Geriah Collins. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted &c, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
and directed 


to place on the pension-roll, su to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Geriah Collins, formerly of Com- 
pany D, Thirty Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


DUNCAN FORBES. 


Mr. ROWELL. I call up the bill (H. R. 8336) granting an increase 
on to Duncan Forbes. 

bill was read, as follows: 
Be it &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and to allow Duncan Forbes, late a in Company F, 
Sixteenth United States ey a pension on account of wound of right breast, 
in addition to that now received by bim for wound of right ankle. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


REBECCA ROBERTS. 


Mr. RIGGS. I call up the bill (H. R. 8111) granting a pension to 
Rebecca Roberts. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
. y he is hereby, au- 
et aatiteat ste tes putes St eee Rese al 
Beginces liso Yeleurem ot ties ovlaed bY oe ponies hs 
of surgeons in volunteer aa ee 
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
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ISAAC FOSSETT. 
Mr. PETERS. I call up the bill (H. R. 5261) granting a pension to 
Isaac Fossett. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, 4c,, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to place the 
name of Isaac Fossett, late a peeete in Company K, First Minnesota Cavalry, 
on the n-roll,and pay him a pension, subject to the oo and limita- 

ons of the pension laws, from the date of the passage of this act. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MARTHA M’ILWAIN. 


Mr. ERMENTROUT. I call up the bill (H. R. 7162) granting a 
pension to Martha McIlwain. 
The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and lim- 
itations of the pension laws, the name of Martha McIlwain, widow of Robert J. 
Meliwain, late a sergeant of Company K, Eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Re- 
serves, 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


SUSAN SMITH. 


Mr. BURROWS. [call upthe bill (H. R. 4552) for the relief of Susan 
Smith. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Susan Smith, widow of , late 


first lieutenant of Company I, One hundred ud eighty-fourth Regiment 
Infantry. 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 

After the word ‘‘ of,’ in line 6, insert ‘‘ Michael Smith,’’ and after 
the word ‘‘ regiment,’’ in line 7, insert the word ‘‘ Pennsylvania.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

There being no objection, the bill as amended was laid aside to be 
reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN E, DOGGETT. 


Mr. MATSON. I call up the bill (H. R. 8372) granting a pension 
to John E. Doggett. 


The bill was read, as follows: 








Be é&c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is” hereby, au- 
ao — te Doggett, inte 2 pol og ag etn Tee m Indians Ger 
a n mpany L, th Indiana Cay- 

alry, subject to the provisions and fimitations of the pension laws. 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 
After the word “cavalry,” in line 6, insert “ a dent chil id sol- 

dete en 2 ry. of tia ae as a dependent child of said sol 
The amendment was to. 


There being no objection, the bill as amended was laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


ANNA A. PROBERT. 


Mr. MORRILL. I call up the bill (H. R. 7703) granting a pension 
to Anna A. Probert. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he h is, au- 
thorized and directed to on the cavaoull the toby een Probert, 
widow of George C. rt, late a first lieutenant in the Third Ohio Cavalry, 
= to pay her a pension subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


ELLEN CORCORAN. 


Mr. ELLSBERRY. I call up the bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pen- 
sion to Ellen Corcoran. : 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be ét enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and 
fo plese the name of Ellen reoran, sister of Eugene Corcoran, late 


py ay the Fiftieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, on the pension-roll 
at the rate of $20 per month. = gis aa 


Mr. PRICE. I move to amend this bill by striking out the clause 
which fixes the rate of pension. 

Mr. ELLSBERRY. I ask that the report be read. 

The report (by Mr. ELLSBERRY) was read, as follows: 


interes: 
BS 
tered said service he was sound, healthy, and v us. Inthe winter of 1862-63 

or thereby contrasted disease of throat and lungs, which re- 
sulted in his death after a continuous illness of three years. He returned from, 


the Army a wreck, and never afterward grew better. 
athe iy of @ priest of the-Catholic Church about March or April, 1856, 
wa oe ine of that church he was not, of course, permitted 


care exercised by the ecclesiastical au- 
to prevent scandals and immoral conduct among its 

necessary to provide for him a housekeeper whose relations 
to Seen Sete paenete ony end all fears on that head. The appli- 
Corcoran, was his sister. In 1856 this brother and sister entered into 





an agreement, with the consent of their parents, and at the earnest request of 
the late Archbishop Purcell, who was Chaplain Corcoran’s ecclesiastical supe- 
rior. By the terms of this agreement the sister was to take entire charge of all 
the domestic affairs of the brother during their mutual lives, and to abandon 
all other vocations and pursuits, to live a life of celibacy, and devote herself 
wholly and solely to the service of her brother as his housekeeper. In return 
he was to maintain her, and, if she survived him, to leave her such property as 
he might own at his death. 

This agreement was carried out to the letter. The sister refused many ad- 
vantageous offers of marriage, and other offers to change her condition, and 
nursed and cared for her brother during his long illness as devotedly as any 
wife could have done, and at serious injury to her health, as well as great ex- 

nse to herself. He made her his sole legatee by will, but left no property. 

t was all consumed, and mostly, too, by his long illness. Since his death she 
has remained single, and has had no means of support except her own labor. 
She is now in advanced years and feeble health. 

This brave soldier gave his life to his native country, and performed services 
as necessary in the eyes of those who received them as were the services of the 
greatest heroes and commanders of that unhappy war; and his services con- 
tributed as much to that perfect discipline, undaunted courage, and « onsequent 
victory as any other element of success, the fruits of which are being now en- 
joyed by a united people. Were the applicant for a nation’s gratitude and 
bounty the wife of such a man, no one would question her right to demand what 


she now asks as a favor owing to the peculiar circumstances surrounding the 
matter. 
found in the whole United States. 


It is unique in its facts, and it is doubtful if another such case can be 
We therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. PRICE’s amendment was read, as follows: 
Strike out “twenty,” and insert “‘ subject to the provisions and limitations of 


the pension laws.”’ 


Mr. MATSON. 


That would make the bill inoperative. There is no 


law providing a pension for a dependent sister of a soldier over sixteen 
years of age, and this one is over that age. 
provide for a pension subject to the provisions and limitations of the 
pension laws would be in effect to make it inoperative. 
operative a rate must be fixed. 


To amend the bill so as to 
To make it 


This man was a chaplain; and the bill as reported puts this depend- 


ent sister upon the pension-roll at the same rate as the widow of a chap- 
lain, which is $20 a month. 
to remain as it is. 


If the bill is to be passed the rate ought 


Mr. PRICE. I had no idea of destroying the bill. 
Mr. MORRILL. The rate provided in the bill is the same as that 


allowed the widow of a chaplain. 


Mr. PRICE. I have learned something, and as I had no intention 


of destroying the bill I will withdraw my amendment. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 


mendation that it do pass. 


H. R. DUKE. 


Mr. PRICE. I call up for consideration the bill (S. 1098) granting a 


pension to H. R. Duke. 


The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 


thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 


limitations of the pension laws, the name of H. R. Duke, late a member of Com- 
pany K, Seventh Regiment of Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


K, G. BILLINGS. 


Mr. HEMPHILL. I call up for consideration the bill (i. R. 2242) 
restoring to the pension-roll the name of K. G. Billings. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to restore to the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of K. G. Billings, of Lancaster 
County, South Carolina, formerly a soldier in the Mexican war, the pension to 
begin at and run from the date of the last payment to the said K. G. Billings. 

The amendment of the committee strikes out the following words: 

The pension to begin at and run from the dateof the last payment to the said 
K. G. Billings. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Chairman, I trust the amendment will not 
be adopted, as it deprives this old gentleman of the back pension he is 
entitled to for the time he was dropped from the pension-roll. If the 
amendment be adopted he will be restored to the pension-roll from 
this date only, while if the amendment be rejected his pension will 
date back to the time when he was dropped. Unless some good reason 
is shown why he should be deprived of his back pension I trust the 
amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. DOCKERY. In these cases I believe it is the uniform practice 
to apply such a restriction. 

Mr. MATSON. If this man has been wrongfully dropped from the 
pension-roll he ought to be restored as others have been. [ do not un- 
derstand it is the practice to restore them from and after the passage of 
the act, but on the contrary that where a man is restored to the pen- 
sion-roll he is restored without limitation. 

The proposition to restore to the pension-roll proceeds upon the idea 
the man has been wrongfully dropped, and justice is to be done to him. 
It isnot the granting of a pension de novo, but doing justice where 
wrong has been committed. I do not understand this bill, therefore, 
without the amendment contravenes the well-established practice of 
the House. 

Mr. BYNUM. 


What was the cause of his being dropped from the 
pension-roll ? 
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Mr. MATSON. That is what I would like to know; and I therefore 
call for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. LANDES) was read, as follows: 
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The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of Kennedy | 


G. Billings, asking to be restored to the pension-rolls, and for back pension, sub- 
mit the foliowing report: 

‘The committee, after examination, find that at the outbreak of the war with 
Mexico Kennedy G., Billings enlisted as a lieutenant in Captain Canty’s com- 
pany of the regimentof South Carolina Volunteers, and served with distinction 
during the entire war,and, as is shown by the affidavit of T. J. Mackey, filed in 
this case, he fought with great bravery, doing honor to himself and his country, 
and at the time when his company became reduced, by casualties in battle, from 
one hundred and fifteen to but nine or ten men fit for duty, he voluntarily en- 
tered the ranks with a musket and fought at the battles of Chapultepec and at 
the Garita de Belen in the capacity of a private soldier. 

That on the 10th day of January, 1854, a pension was granted said Billings, 
for services rendered his country n said war, at the rate of $17 per month, pay- 
able semi-annually on the 4th of March and the 4th of mber, at the Chariles- 
ton agency. That the pension so granted him was pai regularly up to the 4th 
day of September, 1860, when, without assigning any reason, the agent declined 
to pay him anything more, and he has received no payment on account of said 
pension since said last- mentioned 


Your committee are of the opinion that said Billings should be restored to the 
pension-rolis at the rate of $17 per month, and to that end report the accom- 
panying bill, with recommendation that it do pass, amended, however, by 
striking out all after the words “‘ Mexican war,” in the seventh line. 

Mr. BYNUM. Ishould like to hear some explanation from the gen- 
tleman who made the report why this man was dropped from the pen- 
sion-roll? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I was informed by the gentleman who made the 
report he had sent to the Pension Office for the papers connected with 
the case, and I presume if any reason had been given why this old gen- 
tleman was dropped it would have been reported to the House. But 
s0 far as the committee is concerned they seemed to have obtained no 
reason why he was dropped. 

Mr. STEELE. Do you know this man yourself? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I do. 

Mr. STEELE. Was he loyal during the war? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. [I think not. 

Mr. ROWELL. If he was in the confederate army he certainly 
should not be paid during that time. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. The whole matter is in the report, and it is for 
the House to decide upon the amendment submitted. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying the bill aside to be re- 
ported to the House with the recommendation that it pass as amended. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. It seems to me there ought to be 
some reason given why this man was dropped from the pension-roll. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment striking out that part of the 
bill has been agreed to, so that it now restores him to the pension-roll 
from and after the of the act. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. 
cient. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. ‘The report does not show why he was dropped 
from the pension-roll, and surely we can not cast reflection upon the 
Pension Office which examined this case as it has all others, and it has 
not been shown so far that the Pension Office was mistaken. Until 
that is shown we certainly should not give this man back pension. 
The bill, I believe, should be recommitted, or at least it should not 
pass until we know why he was d I move its recommittal to 
the Committee on Pensions for fartherconsideration. 

Mr. MATSON. I rise to a question of order. This matter has been 
disposed of in the committee; and the motion of the gentleman is not 
proper in committee. It can only be made in the House. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. _ This bill has not been disposed of. The motion 
I am aware can not be made in committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that the House was dividing | , 
upon the question of laying the bill aside at the time the gentleman | } 
addressed the Chair. The Chair had already taken the affirmative vote 
on the bill as amended, and at that stage the gentleman from Tennessee 
addressed the Chair. 

Mr. BAYNE. The proper time to make the motion is when the bill 
comes up in the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that it is within the prov- 
ince of any member to make the motion in the House when the bill is 
reached. 

The Chair will again submit the motion on laying the bill aside. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

CYRUS DUBBS. 

Mr. BOUND. I ask consent to call up the bill (H. R. 7407) grant- 
ing a pension to Cyrus Dubbs. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is nena, 
authorized, empowered, and directed to place on the n-roll, 
the provisions and limitations of the ao la the name of 


Cyrus 
the poor blind brother of Hiram N. Company F, Fourth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, 


The committee recommend the adoption of the following amend- 
ment: 


Strike out line 5, “subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension 
laws,” and insert “at the rate of $12 per month.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


That is all right, but it is not suffi- 


A 
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The bill asamended was laid aside to be reported to the House y 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


MARY F. BLAKE. 
Mr. PINDAR. I ask to call up House bill No. 1520, granting a 
crease of pension to Mary F. Blake. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c,, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au. 
thorized and directed to increase the pension of Mary F. Blake, widow 6f the 


late Commodore Homer Crane Blake, United States Navy, from $30 to $50; 
month, said increase to take effect from and after the passage of this act. 


Mr. BYNUM. I should like to have the report read in that cas, 
The report (by Mr. PrnDAR) was read, as follows: 

The claimant is the widow of Homer C. Blake, late commodore in the United 
States Navy, who died from disease contracted in the service,in the year 189 
after an active and efficient service to his country for forty years. is widow 
is in circumstances “tm eae aid and without meansof adequate support. Sh 
is now receiving on as such widow of $30 per month, and asks to have i: 
increased to $50 per month, and that she be allowed an amount equal to that r: 
ceived by widows of other officers of the rank of commodore. The facts upo 
which she bases her claim are fully set forth in her petition and affidavits heret. 
attached and made part of this report, and are sufficient, in the opinion of y: 


committee, to entitle claimant to the increase asked,and we recommend th ‘ 
the bill do pass, 


Petition and affidavits are as follows: 


Mr. BYNUM. I do not ask to have the petition accompanying th 
report read, but I wish to ask the chairman of the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions if it has been usual to grant to the widows of officers of 
this grade such increased pensions. 

Mr. MATSON. I will say to my colleague that it has been the prac. 
tice, although I think it is a bad one, but nevertheless it has been th: 
practice for many years. I have never favored this legislation, but i 
has been steadily carried on for ten years past, granting this inc reasc 
7 pension to the widows of general officers both of the Army : 
Navy. 

The question was taken on laying the bill aside; and on a divisio: 
there were—ayes 27, noes 8. 

So (no further count being demanded) the bill was laid aside to |) 
reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MRS. ELIZABETH COLLINS. 


Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. I desire to call up House bill No. 772*, 
granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Collins. 
am bill was read, as follows: 


it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Ratepies be, and he is hereby, 
taptioed and directed to to place on the peace: the name of Mrs, Elizabeth 
Collins, widow of William H. Collins, ate of Company H, Sixth Regiment of 
Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, subject to the provisions and limitations of th: 
pension laws. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JOHN W. DELP. 


Mr. NEECE. Icall up the bill (H. R. 4460) to pension John W. Delp 
The bill is as follows: 

Be eee &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to on the pension-roll the name of John W. De! Ip 
late of Company F, First Volunteers, subject to the provisions and lim- 
tations of the pension laws. 

The bill was lad aside to be reported to the House with the recom 
mendation that it do pass. 

THOMAS A. ROWLEY. 

Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I call up House bill 6250 to increase 
the pension of Thomas A. Rowley. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

. it enacted, &c., That from and after the passage of this act Thomas A. Row- 

eS jer-general of volunteers, shall be entitled to receive an increase 
ol pansion. of $10 month in addition to the allowance heretofore paid to hin, 
the same to be subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws 
Mr. WATSON. I would like to have the report read in this case 
The report (by Mr. Sworz) is as follows: 


Thomas A. Rowley was colonel of the One hundred and second Regime: ' 
Pennsylvania Volunteers meral. He is now in re- 


to be bri 
ccipt of 19 per monthfor injuries recelved at the ba of Fair Oaks, Va., which 
disabilities are described as follo 


ith 


i 
2 
3 
if 
; 
A 


liows by the examining su 
“There isa cicatrix one inch to the left of crest of occt Reuiniwwer infer: 

eurvedline, The cicatrix is tender nsiderable eee eanees pertowicnn 
He somaere of pain over left side of head. He states 
that seven pieces of bone have removed and ease ween site of wound 
He also states that since receipt of ey eee frequent attacks of hen 
crania. We think the rating too low—disability one-half.” 

General Rowley’s have very considerably increased since tl 


above examination. He is now seventy-scven years of age, is partially par 
lyzed, and in indigent ; 
bathe? helpless —ainite ee een socethe: 
with his extreme age aad puvarlp sosemenanl the patinge 2 the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I will ask if this ap- 
plicant has not his remedy before the Department for an increase of peu 
sion? And I ask this because I understand it has been the rule of this 
Committee on Invalid Pensions to report no bills here as long as there 
is a remedy in the t. Ihave had some such rulings mace 
niet nt, snd ee to be carried out if it is to be the principle on 


Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Ido notsuppose this man can be rated 


1886. 





higher th 5 ich am i i the Department; | thorize: 
her than $15, whi ount he is getting now by : limitations of the pension law, the name of Mary A. Van Etten, widow of James 
| F. Van Etten, late of Company A, Thirteenth Regimentof New York Volunteers. 


and, I presume, the rating is correct, according to the nature of the 
wound. But the committee undoubtedly favored the increase because 
of certain circumstances surrounding the case. This man wasa worthy 
and distinguished officer in the Mexican war, and he also served with 
gallentry and distinction in the late war. Heis an old man, seventy- 
six years of age and upward, and in reduced circumstances. He has 
been quite unfortunate in business matters, and for these reasons I pre- 
sume the increase was made. 


There is one portion of the bill which I think ought to be stricken | 


from it, and that is the provision which makes it subject to the limit- 
ations and restrictions of the pension laws. I therefore move to strike 
out in the sixth and seventh lines the words: 


The same to be subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 


I do this because I think the increase from $15, which he is now re- 
ceiving, to $25 per month with that incumbrance upon it would prob- 
ably make some difficulty in interpreting the bill. 

Mr. MATSON. Mr. Chairman, I do not like toquibble about an in- 
crease of $10 to a man who had been severely wounded, but the position 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions have uniformly taken on such ques- 
tions has been correctly stated by my colleague, that is to refuse Con- 
gressional aid where the applicant has a perfect remedy in the Depart- 
ment. If this bill isto be taken upon the question purely of the man’s 
disability he has a perfect remedy in the office, because if he was en- 
tirely disabled from the performance of manual labor and holding the 
rank of colonel or brigadier-general, he would be entitled to $30a month. 
But the surgeons who have examined him fix the disability at one-half 
hard labor, and rated him accordingly at $15 per month; so that those 
who were competent to determine the character of the disability fix the 
rate at that amount. Congress, of course, if it thinks proper can with 
or without reason increase the pension ten or fifteen or any other sum of 
dollars per month; but the question is whether we can afford to increase 
man’s pension on our own motion, asagainst the examination of compe- 
ee who have investigated the case and fixed the degree of the 

isability. 

If we undertake that, we are undertaking to do a thing where we 


must do great injustice; because no one is as competent 
as the physicians who make a examination of the applicant. 
My co e [Mr. JoHNsToN ] stated the rule correctly, and that was 


the reason why I asked for the ing of the report, because I was 
struck ae by the language of the bill, ‘‘to increase the pension $10 
a month. 

I will state to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE] that 
the words in the bill ‘‘subject to the provisions and limitations of the 
pension laws’’ would not defeat the increase, because the language of 
the bill is absolute. The bill provides the pension shall be increased 
$10 a month, and after that I apprehend the construction would be that 
the _ would be subject to the provisions ‘and limitations of the 

ws. 

Mr. BAYNE. If that is the interpretation of the language of the 
bill I would have no objection to have these words left in and would not 
press the amendment. 

There are some considerations which make this case exceptional. 
General Rowley is a man well advanced in life; he is seventy-seven 
years of age, and he has been very unfortunate. He is in very poor 
circumstances. He is a man who fought all h the Mexican war. 
He went into the late war for the Union, and fought all through that 
war. He is certainly deserving of this consideration. He was a brave 
and gallant soldier, and is well liked by all his people around him at 
Denes and they would all like to have this consideration extended to 

im. 


Mr. STEELE. Do you not think if these words are left in he would 
only get the $15? 

Mr. BAYNE. After the explanation of the gentleman from Indiang 
[Mr. Matson] I think the ition is absolute; the $10 would be 
added, and then in the event of his disability being increased he might 
be rated even higher than the $25 which he will get if the bill becomes 
law. I withdraw the amendment. 

The bill was laide aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

MES. ARLANTA T. TAYLOR. 
Mr. BYNUM. I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 7310) 


“7a pension to Mrs. Arlanta T. Taylor. 
The was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and lim- 
itations of the pension laws, the name of Arlanta T. Taylor,widow of John T. 
Taylor, who wasa private in Company B, First Engineers Missouri Volunteers. 


~ ‘The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 
MARY A. VAN ETTEN. 
Mr. BAKER. I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 6170) grant- 


aeunias to Mary A. Van Etten. 
bill was read, as follows: 
Be i enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 


is 
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thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable 
recommendation. 


MRS. ANNIE C. 
Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. 


OWEN. 
I call up for consideration the bill (S. 


1850) granting a pension to Mrs. Annie C. Owen. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized to place on the pension-roll, and subject to the limitations of the law, 
the name of Annie C. Owen, widow of Capt. Mortimer B. Owen, late of Com- 
pany G, Fifty-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

LYDIA §&. 

Mr. SAWYER. I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 
the relief of Lydia S. Johnson. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected to place on the pension-roll the name of Lydia 8. Johnson, of Yates, 


Orleans County, New York, and a nurse in the Army duting the late civil war, 
and to pay her the sum of $12 per month. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JOHNSON. 


RO7R 


for 


MARY MARSH. 
Mr. HAYNES. I call up for consideration the bill (S. 685) granting 
a pension to Mary Marsh. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions an 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mary Marsh, daughter of the late 
Charles Marsh, of Company A, Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendments: 


After the word “ pension-roll,” in line 4, strike out the words * 
provisions and limitations of the pension laws.” 

After the word “ volunteers,’’ in line 7, insert the words “‘ and pay her a pen- 
sion at the rate of $12 dollars per month.” 


Mr. DUNHAM. I should like to hear the report in that case read. 
This seems to be an exception to the general rule. 
The report (by Mr. HAYNES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 685 
granting a pension to Mary Marsh, have had the same under consideration, and 
report: 

Phis is a bill for the relief of a soldicr’s orphaned daughter—one who, from 
her physical deformities, is totally incapacitated for self-support. , The case is 
set forth as follows in the report of the Senate Committee on Pensions: 

“The claimant is the daughter of Charles T. Marsh, late a private in Com- 

A, Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers. The soldier presented his claim to 
the Pension Office and it was allowed. He soon after died, and his widow made 
application to the same office. Her application was rejected, on the ground 
that the disease of the bowels, from which the soldier and husband died, origi- 
nated after discharge from the service. An examination of the evidence shows 
clearly to your committee that the said disease originated from the kick of a 
horse received by the soldier while in the line of duty. This disease is shown 
to be clearly traceable to and to have existed continuously from the time of 
the injury received in the service until his death. 

“It isthe popular impression that in cases of doubt it is well to give the sol- 
dier the benefit of the doubt. This is not, however, a case of reasonable doubt. 
No jury of his countrymen would hesitate for a moment upon the evidence in 
this case to find that the cause of death originated in the service, and to give to 
the widow of the soldier the benefit of the pension laws. 

“The widow is now also dead, and the bill! is for the relief of a deformed and 
helpless child.”’ 

The committee recommend that the bill be amended by striking out all from 
word “subject,” in line 4, to word “laws,” in line 5, inclusive; also, insert after 
word “ volunteers,” in line 7, the words ‘“‘and pay her a pension at the rate of 
$12 per month,” and that as so amended the bill do pass. 


The amendments of the committee were adopted. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

EVELINE HUNT. 

Mr. COWLES. I call up for consideration the bill (S. 1539) granting 
@ pension to Eveline Hunt, widow, and the minor children of Lewis 
Hunt, deceased. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit enacted, d-c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations 6f the pension laws,the names of Eveline Hunt,as the widow of 


Lewis Hunt, deceased, late of Company O, Seventy-sixth Regiment Enrolled Mis- 
souri Militia, and the minor children and heirs of the said Lewis Hunt, deceased. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendments: 


In line 5, strike out the word “ names 
“ militia,” in line 8, strike out the words 
the said Lewis Hunt, deceased.’ 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


Cc. K. HUGHES. . 
Mr. OSBORNE. I call up for consideration the bill (H, R. 2144) 
granting a pension to C. K. Hughes. 


. 


subject to the 


and insert ‘“‘name;’’ after the word 
“and the minor children and heirs of 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


Be tt enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of C. K.H - dey late 
major of the One hundred and forty-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 


subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


DAVID M. RENNOE. 
Mr. HALSELL. I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 7914) to 
increase the pension of David M. Rennoe. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be i enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to increase the pension of David 'M. Rennoe, late a pri- 


vate in Company H of the Twenty-ninth ment Indiana Volunteers, ar@ pay 
him a pension at the rate of $40 per month, in lieu of the pension now receiv 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendment: 

In line 7, strike out * $40" and insert “ $30.” 

The amendment was adopted. 


The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

LUCY G. DUTCHER. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I call up the bill (H. R. 6430) granting a pension 
to Lucy G. Dutcher. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit enacted, éc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, s ubject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Lucy G. Dutcher, widow of Na- 
thaniel Dutcher, late of Company D, Twelfth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JACKSON STEWARD. 


Mr. STONE, of Missouri. I call up for consideration the bill (H. 
R. 7979) granting a pension to Jackson Steward. 
The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &e., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Jackson Steward, 
Jate a member of Companies C and E of the Sixth Kansas Volunteers, subject to 
the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


J. D. HAWORTH. 


Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairmain, I move to take up Senate bill 
No. 1253 grantinga pension te J. D. Haworth. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &e., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll. subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of J. Db. Ha Haworth, late a member of 
Company H, Thirty-third Regiment of lowa Volunteer Infantry, and who was 
transferred, on account of disability, to Company H, Twenty-first Veteran Re- 


serve Corps. 
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


WILLIAM POWELL. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, I move to take up 
Senate bill 1420, granting a pension to William Powell. 
The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll to the provisions and 
limitation of the pension laws, the name of William Powell, late & private in 
Company D, Sixth Regiment of Indiana Volunteer Infantry. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MRS. C. A. BAILEY. 


Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I call up Senate bill 1830, granting 
a pension to Mrs. C. A. Bailey. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
roll, tothe and 


thorized and directed to place on the provisions 
limitations of the pension moog hy name of Mrs.'O. A. Bailey, widow of Albert 
n Company H, Forty-sixth Regiment of Illinois 


Bailey, deceased, late a private 
Volunteer Infantry. 

There being no objection, the bill was Jaid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


CECELIA C. M’KENNA. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I move to take up House bill 
7509, granting a pension to Cecelia C. McKenna. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &e., That the Secretary of the Interior be, — he is hereby, au- 

thorized and directed to place on the es 1, to the provisions and 

Euencesel Sepen laws, the name of Cecelia mother 

H. McKenna, late oo vate in the United States Marine Corps, and hera 

pension at the rate of $35 per month from and after the passage of 
received by her. 


same to be in lieu of the pension now 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended an an amendment, 
striking out, in line 8, before the word “‘do!lars,’’ the wee? ‘ thirty- 
five” and inserting ‘ twenty-five. 4: 

The amendment was agreed to. . : 





There being no objecti 


the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recomm 


tion that it do pass. 
JAMES L. MILLER. 


Mr. HANBACK. Mr. Chairman, I call up House bill 8332, increas- 
ing the pension of James L. Miller. 

‘The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, ée., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 


thorized and directed to increase the pension of James L. Miller, late of Com 
pany CO, First Kentucky Cavalry, to $72 per month. 


Mr. BYNUM. I think we had better have the report in that case 
read. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, the report is very long, and if it 
will be satisfactory to the gentleman, I will ask my colleague [ Mr. 
HANBACK] to make a statement of the case. 

Mr. HANBACK. Mr. Chairman, I can state the case just as it is. 
This soldier, James L. Miller, lives in the town of Gaylord, in my State. 
I visited him there last November. He is totally helpless and has been 
for six years; he is paralyzed. He is now drawing $50 amonth. He 
requires constant attendance, day and night. He has neuralgia and 
hastobe relieved by the use of morphine; and I can state from personal 
observation that around his body there is a broad band of cauterized 
flesh where the injections of morphine have been made. It is the most 
pitiful sight I ever saw in my life, and the case is just as it is stated in 
the report and as I have stated it. I do not think the man has long to 
live; indeed, the wonder is that he has lived so long. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. What family has he? 

Mr. HANBACK. He has three or four children. He was a mem- 
ber of Company C, First Kentucky Cavalry. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Is he the only sick member 
of his family? 

Mr. HANBACK. Yes; but he is sick enough for the whole family. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The proposition now is to 
give him $72 a month ? 

Mr. PERKINS. If the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BREcKIN- 
RIDGE] will allow me to make a suggestion, I will state that unde: 


the existing law a man who has lost both arms or Soth feet or both 


eyes receives $72 a month; but a man who is absolutely paralyzed 


and helpless, needing constant attendance, as seems to be the case here, 
can not get under the existing law a higher pension than $50 a month. 
Now this bill proposes to give this man the same pension that would 
be granted under the law to a man who had lost both arms or both 
feet or both eyes. 

Mr. HANBACK. Mr. Chairman, I desire to state also that I pre- 
sented this case to the Commissioner of Pensions, and he said that he 
would be entirely willing, under the evidence before him, to allow this 
pension at the rate of $72 a month if he had authority under the law. 
There is no question at all about the justice of this bill, and I hope the 


gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] will not oppose it. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Well, let it go. 
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN H. HUNTER. 


Mr. HAYDEN. Mr. Chairman, I move to take up House bill 5324, 


granting a pension to John H. Hunter. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit é&c., That md onan tin pambien-ae demiaetin tus peoritens’ au 
and _ on pension-ro! su Visions an 
limitations of the the name of John H. Hunter, haos private in 
Company B, One hundred a y-third Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
There 


being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
, ELIHU JONES. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call up Senate bill &25, 


ting a pension to Elihu Jones. 
Orbe Ti wosend, © ows: 


Be it enacted, &c,, That the Rametane of the Biteoles bx, and he is hereby, au- 


and directed to Sees roll, su to the provisions and 
Liane Tenth pension la se of tiie Feoen, inte in of Com- 

G, Eighth Regiment Iiitanie f ais Infantry Vol —— and pay him. a pension 
Ot the rate of $24 per month, in lieu the pension he is aw meisbvine. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MARY SULLIVAN. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous 
aah to call up Honse bill 308, granting a pension to Mary Sulli- 
~The bill was read, as follows: 
of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 4i- 
to the provisions and 
uk, anutiber of Michael Sullivan, late 4 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, 


no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


There 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


and limitations of 








. elk a ie ia ee ein ee 
bat dia lela 
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NIRA D. GWYNNE. 
Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent 
to call —- bill 1361, giving a pension to Nira D. Gwynne. 
The was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed to place 
on the pension-roll the name of Nira D. Gwynne, widow of the late N. M. L. 


Gwynne, a private in Company H, Thirteenth Regiment Ohio Cavalry, and 
that she be allowed a pension of $0 a month from and after the passage of this 
act. 


The amendment by the Senate was read, as follows: 
After the word “ cavalry” strike out all to the end of the bill and insert the 
words “and pay her a pension at the rate of twenty-five dollars per month.” 
Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, I move that this bill 
ee to the House with the recommendation that the Senate 
t be concurred in and that the bill do pass. 
The motion was agreed to. 


M. ROMAIN. 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I call up the bill (S. 1441) grantiiig a pen- 
sion to M. Romahn. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. La For- 
LETTE] will yield to me I will move to take up these Senate bills in 
their order. There are about a dozen of them. 

Mr. MATSON. I object to that. 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘The bill called up by the gentleman from Wis- 
consin will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of M. Romahn, late a private in 
Company K, Thirty-seventh Regiment of lowa Volunteer Infantry. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JANE CARR. 


Mr. SPOONER. I call up the bill (S. 1431) granting a pension to 
Jane Carr. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place the name of Jane Carr, widow of Colwell Carr, 
late a private in Company F, Thirtieth Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
and Company E, Twentieth Regiment of the Veteran Reserve Corps, on the 
pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let us have the report in that 
case read. 


The report (by Mr. Sworr) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions.to whom was referred the bill (S. 1431) 
granting a pension to Jane Carr, having examined the same, concur in the 
Senate printed report hereunto attached, and recommend the passage of the 


bill. 

The petitioner is the widow of Calwell Carr, late a private in Company F, 
Thirteenth Regiment of Pennsylvania Voluntcers, and who, during his lifetime, 
received a pension for disabilities incurred while in the service. The petitioner 
claims that his death, which occurred October 14, 1884, was the result of the disa- 
bilities for which he was pensioned. 

The widow's claim for pension was rejected by the Commissioner of Pensions 
for the reason that the mortality certificate, given by Donnel Hughes, M. D., of 
Ph attributed the cause of death to cancer of the stomach. 


In asu uent affidavit the same physician testifies as follows: 
“Previous to maki examination affiant gave certificate of 
death, stating cause to be cancer in the stomach. First saw well Carr about 


two weeks before his death ; found him to be suffering from a severe abdominal 
inflammation of a chronic . After death made an examination and 
found he had chronic inflammation of the peritoneum and enlarged and typical 
walarial liver. From a history of the case and from what was seen during life 
and from results of post-mortem examination, affiant believes all his ill health 


and early death were caused from exposure during his service in the Army.” 
Ina subeeatuent affidavit he says: 


“My is that the man died from effects of peritonitis caused by the gun- 
shot wound or from exposure at the time of the injury.” 

There is other medical testimony to the same effect. 

Your committee report the bill favorably with a recommendation that it do 
pass. 

There 


noobjection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
* House with 


recommendation that it do pass. 
WILLIAM H. MOORE. 
Mr. PERKINS. I call up the bill (S. 1509) nting a pension to 
William H. Moore. . i Te sala 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Beit &c., Dnt he Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 


thorized and place on the pension-rol!, subject to the provisions and 
poms ft ee serio name of William H. Moore, late of Com- 
pany F, of lowa Volunteers. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Jet the report be read. 

The report (by Mr. MORRILL) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1509) 


granting a pension to submit the following report: 
Your committee the report of Senate committee, which is as fol- 
" of the bill: 


Moore, enlisted August 13, 1352, in Company 
— bg ——— = was ~ June 5, 
pension alleging in his declaration— 
25, 1862, while in the United States service, and in 

i [rues Geseeen co the a d that the “a 
on groun e “ dis- 
nt is disabled do not result from the cause alleged, 
exception of nasal catarrh, which is suscepti*le of 
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“The claimant testifies— 

“*That five years prior to his enlistment he followed the occupation ofa 
farmer. That for three years after the war was a medical student, and has 
practiced medicine since. That at Camp Lincoln, Keokuk, Iowa, in 1862, was 
taken with measles, received a fall while convalescing from same, and while 
being removed from hospital to camp under the direction of Dr, Hughes (now 
dead), in which fall he received injuries to his back (lumbar region) from which 
he never recovered; thatafter the incurrence of said injury he was kept at head- 
quarters as clerk. Was treated by regimental surgeon, whose whereabouts is 
unknown. After discharge was treated by Dr. Quigley (now dead); has since 
taken counsel, but has treated himself. No other disease. Claims that said in- 
juries affect his spinal column; was treated at the medical college hospital, 
Keokuk, Iowa.’ 

“The soundness of the claimant prior to enlistment is clearly shown by the 
—s of a number of witnesses. Captain Woodson and Lieutenant Miller 
testify: 

“* Phat claimant contracted measles about October, 1862, at Camp Lincoln, Ke- 
okuk, Iowa; that he was in the hospital about a month before \:is health would 
permit of his return to his company, and while being transferred received inju- 
ries to his back (lumbar region) from which he has never recovered.’ 

“Dr. D. B. Allen, surgeon, testifies that he did not keep a record, and can not 
call to mind any individual cases. 

“* Dr. Price testifies— 

“* That he was sound prior to enlistment; that he prescribed for him August 
28,1862,for measles. Afliant was then acting as hospital steward. Remembers 
conversing with him at his home about his still suffering with pain in his back, 
result of army service during the summer of 1865. Has not treated him since 
service; has an impression of treating him at different times while in the serv- 
ice, but can’t fix dates; has an indistinct recollection that the claimant reported 
at sick call at Helena, Ark., in December, 1862.’ 

“ Dr. C. G. Lewis testifies— 

***' That he kept no record and can not call to mind individual cases. That he 
treated claimant on the steamer Stephen Decatur on the way from Saint Louis, 
Mo., to Vicksburg, Miss., about December, 1862, for lame back, supposed to be 
the result of measles, from which he was just recovering.’ 

“ Dr. Greenleaf testifies— 

“* That he was claimant’s physician prior to enlistment; saw him at Wood- 
ville, Ala., about February, 1864; conversed with him, and he complained of his 
back hurting him.’ 

“ Dr. J. A. Maggood, examining surgeon at Wellington, March 31, 1882, certi- 
fies to his belief that the disability originated in the service and rates him at one- 
fourth total. 

“ The board at Harper, Kans., under date of April 1, 1885, rates him at $12 per 
month, and in addition says: 

“* We find him suffering from nasal catarrh to such an extent as to completely 
destroy sense of smell; has also couple of pile tumors, which he says become 
much aggravated when he is suffering from retention of urine.’ 

** Reports from the Adjutant-General verify presence of all comrades who tes- 
tify, and letters from postmasters substantiate the credibility of all affiants. 

" Your committee are of the opinion that the claim is clearly established, and 
recommend the passage of the bill.” 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
this bill propose to grant? 

Mr. PERKINS. It simply places the man upon the pension-roll 
subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. The rate 
will be fixed at the Pension Office, as in the case of other pensioners. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MICHAEL DALY. 
I call up the bill (S. 983) granting a pension to 


What amount of pension does 


Mr. TAULBEE. 
Michael Daly. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Michael Daly, late of Company B, 
Eleventh Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, from and after the passage of this 
act. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 

The report (by Mr. WINANS) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 983) 
granting a pension to Michael Daly, have examined the same, and adopt the 
Senate report thereon, and recommend that the bill do pass, 

The facts in this case are fully stated in the report of the House Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, during the Forty-eighth Congress (H. R. Report No. 1598), 
which we adopt as follows, and recommend the passage of the bill : 

Soldier enlisted October 4, 1864, and served in Company B, Eleventh Wiscon- 
sin Infantry, until discharged, September 4, 1865. 

Declaration for pension was filed July 1, 1881, claimant alleging that he was 
taken with chills and fever at Montgomery, Ala., about June, 1865, for which he 
was given large quantities of quinine and other drugs, which so affected him 
that he was taken with chorea. 

Claim was rejected April 21, 1882, upon the ground that alleged disability was 
incurred since discharged from the service. 

James M. Kelly (affidavit filed March 11, 1882), William Charlton (affidavit filed 
March 11, 1882), and Thomas Kelly (affidavit filed March 11, 1882), testify to sound- 
ness at and prior to enlistment. 

Lieut. William Chariton, in affidavit filed March 11, 1882, testifies that claimant 
was @ faithful soldier, and contracted his alleged disease (chorea) within one 
year after his discharge. ; 

Comrade Thomas Mannion, in affidavit filed March 11, 1832, testifies that claim- 
ant was taken with fever and ague in June, 1865, while near Montgomery, Ala., 
and was treated by Su n Wilson, deceased. Claimant was sick with 
when he came home and since has been taken with chorea. 

Comrade Thomas Kelly corroborates the above. 

William Chariton, a resident of Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin, in an affi- 
davit filed March 11, 1882, states that ever since their return from the service he 
has lived in the same town with claimant, and that claimant has steadily grown 
worse, and is at present unfitted for manual! labor. 

James M. Kelly,a resident of Madison, Wis., in an affidavit filed March 11, 
1882, states that claimant has suffered from the disease of which he now com- 
plains ever since his return from the Army, and that he is now totaily disabled. 

Dr. William Fox, a resident of Milwaukee, Wis., in an affidavit filed March 11, 
1882, states that he prescribed for claimant in 1872, for shaking palsy. 

Dr. T. W. Evans, a resident of Madison, Wis., in an affidavit filed March 11, 
1882, states that he has noenety pemss for claimant during the past three 
— for pain in back, cramps, and spasmodic pain in the muscles. He has suf- 

from chorea during the period of affiant’s acquaintance and has be en to- 
tally disabled... 
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Although this claimant has no hospital record, still his lieutenant and two 
comrades testify to contraction of alleged disease in the service, and he has good 
evidence as to continuance of same ever since up to the present time. 

The board of examining surgeons who examined claimant February 15, 1882, 
state that claimant, in their opinion, is totally incapacitated for obtaining his 
subsistence by manual labor from the cause stated—chorea, resulting from chills 
andfever. Theyalso state that the disability is permanent, and in their opinion 
that said disability originated in the service and in line of duty. They state his 
disability as total. 

Burr W. Jones, M. C., third Congressional district, Wisconsin, states that 
claimant is a resident of his city, Madison, Wis., and is in a helpless condition 
from progressive paralysis. Tne family are very poor and suffering, and they 
have no income except from the earnings of one daughter as a servant. 

Taking into consideration all the evidence filed and the surgeon's certificate, 
the committee feel it their duty to report in favor of this bill. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I wish to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions [Mr. Matson], or any other gen- 
tleman who may have charge of this bill, why the Pension Bureau here, 
upon the certificate of the board of surgeons, which is cited in the re- 
port, did not grant this man a pension. I do not profess to be familiar 
with the pension laws. I suppose very few members of the House are 
so. Hence I seck this information. 

Mr. MATSON. AllI knowof thiscase] learn from the report, which 
was prepared by the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. W1NANs], whois 
not now present. If I remember the report correctly it states that the 
claim in this case was rejected atthe Pension Bureau on the ground that 
the disability had been contracted since the expiration of the soldier’s 
term of service. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. But it appears in the report 
that since that rejection a board of physicians or surgeons convened, 
perhaps in Madison, Wis.—an examining board, I suppose, such as we 
are familiar with—delivered an opinion that the disability of the claim- 
ant was the result of sickness contracted during the war. Now, what 
is the defect in our pension laws that prevents this man from getting 
a pension, in view of that certification ? 

Mr. MATSON. Mr. Chairman, the board of pension examining sur- 
geons are furnished with blanks upon which they make their certifi- 
cates; and in one place the blank calls for a statement of opinion on 
their part as to whether the disease is likely to have resulted from 
military service. The opinion which the members of the board ex- 
press is not based upon any hearing of evidence. It amounts to noth- 
ing more than an opinion from a physical examination of the applicant. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Which is subject to revision 
here? 

Mr. MATSON. Oh, certainly. Thereis nothing conclusiveaboutit. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. And that is accepted here only 
as an opinion, not as direct evidence. 

Mr. MATSON. The gentleman is correct. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I will urge no objection to 
granting a pension in this case, though it was refused by the Pension 
Bureau in 1882. The man is, I have no doubt, a very worthy and 
a very suffering citizen, though as a soldier he entered the Army as 
late as October, 1864, and was never in battle, his only service con- 
sisting, perhaps, in being subjected to attacks of chills down in the 
cotton-belt. Notwithstanding the reflection cast upon the opinion of 
the examining board by the Pension Bureau, where their opinion is re- 
vised by competent surgeons, I do not dispute this man’s claim toa 
pension. At the same time I do not believe he has rendered any meas- 
ure of service that places the country under any particular obligation 
to him, for he never fought a battle or fired a gun. 

But it is a strange thing for a man from the South, who lived on 
chills and fever part of his life, to say a few chills produced all these 
disastrous effects. I have known many cases of people who had chills, 
and never yet knew one who had the experience this applicant has had 
or who received such permanent and far-reaching effects. 

T have no doubt the Pension Bureau was correct; but here is a case 
where there is undoubtedly a state of suffering. I dissent from these 
D , and believe very many of these cases are impositions upon 
the honest pensioners. . I will let this pass without further objection. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it de pass. 

WILLIAM P. SQUIRES. 

Mr. SYMES. I call up bill (S. 1227) grantingan increase of pension 
to William P. Squires. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed tc placeon the pension-roll, —s to the — and lim- 
itation of the pension laws, the name of William P. Squires, of CompanyC, 
Seventy-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of $45 per month, in licu of 
the pension he is now receiving. 

The CHAIRMAN. This bill has been reported from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions to strike out ‘‘ fifty’ and insert “ forty-five ’’ dol- 
lars per month. 

The report of the committee (by Mr. Mork) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (S. 1227) 
granting an increase of pension to William P. Squires, submit the wing 


claimant enlisted A 1862, and was discharged March 6,1865. At 
wabdeat tention became wound in hand, . the use- 
fulness of that member. at Station, he was inthe 


left leg, making an amputation necessary. Gangrene set in, rendering it nec- 
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essary to perform three subsequent amputations. 
charge and served until the close of the war. 

Under the general law he can only receive a pension for the loss of the ley 
This bill poapeere to give claimanta pension of permonth. It is not sh 
that he required the personal attention of another person. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill with anamendment str 
ing out “ fifty’ and inserting “ forty-five.” 

[Senate Report No. 261, Forty-ninth Congress, first session. | 

We find that claimant enlisted August 9, 1862, and was discharged Mare}, ; 
1865; that he received a gunshot wound in his band at the battle of Stone Ri\ 
and afterward, at Lovejoy Station, he was wounded in the left leg, making 1, 
essary an amputation of that limb. Gangrene set in, rendering it necessary ; 
— three subsequent amputations. He is now receiving the pension 

owed for the loss of that limb. The man refused to receive the discharg: 

fered him after his first wound, and bravely continued in the service. He j. 
clearly entitled to pension for both disabilities and we recommend the pas: 
of the bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
receiving now? 

Mr. MORRILL. He is receiving $30 a month for the loss of a 
above the knee. He also lost a hand, but is not receiving anythin. 
therefor, because the Pension Office can not under existing law pen 
for both disabilities. 

His leg was amputated, but gangrene set in and he was compelled 
have it amputated twice more, destroying his physical health com 
pletely. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. He is a very gallant and m 
itorious man so far as the report is given of him. He is receiving noy 
$30 a month? . 

Mr. MORRILL. There is no rate between $30 a month and $50 
month. The man who lost a leg above the knee or an arm above th 
elbow is pensioned at $30a month. Fortotal disability—total inabilit, 
to perform manual labor—the pension is $50a month. There is no ra 
between $30 and $50. This man does not require the attention of on 
person all the time, and therefore we have fixed the rate at $45 a mont!), 
the law allowing where the attention of one person is required al! 1! 
time $50 a month. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 


Hle refased to receive ad 


How much pension is this: 


Has this man a family ? 


Mr. MORRILL. He has. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. How many children ? 
Mr. MORRILL. I do not know; two or three. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Are they dependent upon 
him? 

Mr. MORRILL. 
his pension. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
in full health ? 

Mr. MORRILL. He is a bright, intelligent man, who would mak: 
a living anywhere if he was able to perform any duty. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. What was his rank during tho 
war? 

Mr. MORRILL. I saw the man when he was here. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I think the law is liber: 


He is a poor man and has nothing to live upon bu: 


How much did he make wh: 


enough. 

Mr. MORRILL. This man lost not only a leg, but he lost a }:au! 
The man who lost a leg by ae gets $30 a month. 

Mr. MATSON. I agree with the gentleman from Arkansas, the 1. 
is liberal for a man who lost a leg. This case is another thing, and t)ic 
law is deficient in not providing for it. He has not only lost a leg, bu' 
he has also lostahand. The bill has not granted him a total disabilit 
pension, such as is granted in cases requiring the aid and assistance 0! 
another , but only $45 a month. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Why does not the law mak: 
provision of the kind suggested ? 

My. MATSON. I have had a bill prepared, and have had for som 
time, to remedy the defect in the law. 

I think it is manifestly unjust that a man who has a leg off and ot he: 
wounds should only receive the same pension as one who has oly |o:' 
a leg; but such is the law, and we have been passing these _ cases 
for relief. Itseems when a man who has losta leg and hand he is mo: 
comcving oem the man who has merely lost a leg. 

Mr. B KINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Do you uniformly fix th 
amount at $45 when ayes pass such bills ? 

Mr. MATSON. e have graded them according to the degree 
disability, as shown by the medical examination. Sometimes $/° 
This evening, for instance, we passed a bill raising a pension from >"! 
to $30 a month in the case of asoldier who had one leg wounded and t: 
ball passed through the other foot, practically disabling him complete): 
In each case, however, we try to regulate the pension by the degree ©: 
disability shown in the medical testimony. In this case this man ha: 
had not only the wound in his foot which required amputation, 00 
the subsequent additional amputations owing to the improper hea! 
of the stump, three amputations in all, which completely shatter: |) 
general health, but he had the wound in his hand, complete’) 
disabling that, and sowe fixed the amount at $45—not quite up to t!: 
standard of entire disability. as 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I understand this to be a Senate bi 
fixing the amount of the pension in this case at $50 a month, and the 
committee here propose to amend it by reducing the amount to $15. 
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Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I am opposed to the amendment un- 
der the circumstances. ‘This is a case where the soldier lost a leg and 
one arm. 

Mr. MORRILL. No; losta hand. ’ 

Mr. JOHNSTON, ofIndiana. Well, it is practically the same thing. 
Now, if he had been a captain or a lieutenant or a colonel or a major 
there would not be, I take it, in accordance with the precedent here 
established, any questions raised about his pension being increased to 
$50a month. We have already one bill here to-night raising a 
pension for a widow, who has no disability, from $30 to $50 a month. 
We have passed another bill here to-night, a Senate bill, for the pension 
of a widow whose husband did not die from the effect of wounds or in- 
jury contracted in the Army, but simply because he was a brave man | 
and held a certain position; and I would like tosee a pension bill pass | 
here once where the merits and rights of a private soldier could be rec- 
ognized. Ifthere ever was a man who is entitled to a pension of $50 
a month this man certainly is, wounded as he has been; and I am op- 
posed to concurring in the amendment and want it left at $50, the 
amount fixed by the Senate. 

Mr. MATSON. If my colleague from Indiana will permit me a mo- 
ment I think Ican explain to him so that he can see the reason why 
this was done. If this man was eniitled to $50 a month there would be 
no need of our legislation at all; and that is the reason that we reduced 
the Senate bill to $45, because if the disability was such as to entitle 
him to a rating of $50 per month he could get it under the present law 
from the Department. Thatis the reason wedid not adopt the Senate 
bill. 

Now, so far as saying that if he was an officer of higher rank there 
would not have been any objection to the increase of the pension, let 
me inform my colleague that the general law makes no distinction in 
so far as these higher grades of pensions are concerned, but the dis- 
tinction is only with reference to the lower grades. Congress has not 
shown any disposition to fix these rates, as the gentleman seems to im- 

ine, by special acts; because where the law fixes the grade, and the 
disability is sufficient to warrant the pension, there is no need for leg- 
islation. I think, therefore, the amendment is right. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Let me ask if we have not the power 
to increase the pension? 

Mr. MATSON. Oh, yes; we have the power to make it a thousand 
dollars if we want to. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Then why should not this man have 
this pension as well as any other man? 

Mr. MATSON. Because the Pension Office could give him $50 if he 
was entitled to it; and that is the reason we objected to the Senate 
bill. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. You admit the proposition that if he 
was an officer he would be entitled to it? 

Mr. MATSON. If necessary to get on with the public business we 
will admit anything. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


MARGARET O0’CONNOR. 


Mr. ROMEIS. I call up House bill 6278, granting a pension to 
Margaret O’Connor. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the ion laws, the nameof Margaret O’Connor, late widow of 
ae Hackett, , late of Company G, Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry 

unteers. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. Swope) is as follows: 


James Hackett enlisted September 12,1861,in Company G, Eighth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Cavalry Volunteers, and was killed February 7, 1864. 

His widow, claimant, applied for pension, but the bureau rejected her claim 
upon the that the soldier being absent from his command, away from 
the control of his officers and the protection of his comrades, can not be consid- 
ered as having been within the line of duty atthe time of his death. The cause 
ofthe soldier's death was not incident to or in any way connected with his mil- 


marriage of James Hackett,the soldier, to the claimant is shown by the 
affidavit of the at magistrate. 


{This man, while in Philadel 
* This man, while in phia, Pa.,on the 7th of February, 1864, the regi- 
ment being at home for the yorpese of receiving veteran furloughs, and before 
the furloughs were given, was found dead near the navy-yard. Cause of death 
and circumstances ing same unknown, beyond the fact that the coroner's 
deycloped the existence of poison in the stomach, and that the soldier 
was seen the night before in the company of a stranger upon whose person, | 
when arrested, was found a pair of shoes which it was believed was ihe prop- | 
erty of the deceased. The said stranger escaped from arrest and was not re- 


Mr. MATSON. Yes, sir. | 
| 


[ 


| 
John E. Kane, late lieutenant of Company E, Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
“That Company G with other companies of that regiment, was, on February 
2, 184 relieved from duty in the Army of the Potomac in accordance with special 
galistment. Muah is pemseeae of otkd crane “Sapenneh oie be, o. 
pursuance orders. ent, w company, un- 
Howard, now deceased, went to ‘Harrisburg, and were ordered to 
me Gilbert, Philadelphia, Pa., for furloughs, and arrived at Phila- 
Lo'clock m. Were received by the mayor, military, and public. 
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That said James Hackett came to deponent and talked with him, asked depo- 
nent to take his money, which deponent declined to do, having taken charge of 
a large sum for othermenin the field toconvey to their families. This occurred 
about 6 o’clock p. m. Deponent returned to the State-house, leaving James 
Hackett at the Soldier's Rest, and saw him no more thatnight. James was per- 
fectly sober, and known asasober man. That deponent saw James the next 
morning about 8 or 9 o'clock at the Union street station-house a corpse. That 
he was present at the post-mortem examination; that the evidence before the 
coroner’s jury showed thatthe body was found near the navy-yard among some 
timber. The physician testified there was poison in the stomach, That the de 
tachment had not yet reported to Major Gilbert for their furloughs, and was 








under the command of its officers, and James was with the organization at the 
date of his death. Deponent made u personal examination of his person an 
clothes, but not one cent was found. That he was poisoned and robbed was th 
belief of all who knew the circumstances.”’ 
Your committee hereto attach the petition of the claimant 
To the honorable t Ss tle and House of Repré vtlatives of U 
United States of America in Congress asscinwble 


Your petitioner, Margaret C’°Connor, whose post-office address is 266 Was 


| ington street, in the city of Williamsport, and State of Pennsylvania, respect 


fully represents that she was the widow of James Hackett, who enlisted on thx 
12th day of September, 1861, to serve three years, or during the war, in Com 
pany G, Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry Volunteers, and who served faithfully 


} therein until December 15, 1863, when he re-enlisted in the same company and 
| regiment as a veteran and received a thirty days’ furlough, returning to Phil 


adelphia, Pa., with a majority of his company, by order of the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, United States Army, at Washington, D. C., and the adjutant-general, Stat 
of Pennsylvania. 

While at Philadelphia, on the night of February 6, 1864, the said James Hack 
ett and a squad of his comrades started for some theater; butafter going some 
distance, he left them, saying he would return to the Soldiers’ Home, where they 
were quartered. He turned back,and that wasthe last seen of him until about 
2 o’clock in the morning, when he was found in a vacant lot not far from the 
Soldiers’ Home, apparently having just died, his boots and money taken from 
him. The qroner’s inquest showed he had been chloroformed, which caused 
his death. 

The furloughs were not issued to the said Hackett and his comrades until the 
9th of February, 1864, and they were all under the command of their officers 
and were until they received their furloughs. 

Your petitioner has been denied a pension upon several applications, upon 
the grounds that the soldier was not in line of duty, the fact of his being in the 
United States service not being questioned. 

Your petitioner prays for the passage of a special act granting her a pension 
from the 6th day of February, 1864, the date of her former husband's death, until! 
June 5, A. D, 1866, the date of her remarriage; also a pension for her two daugh- 
ters, Mary Ann Hackettand Bridget F'ackett, from February 6, 1864, until the 
time they were sixteen years of age. 

MARGARET O'CONNOR. 

This seems to your committee a clear case. Soldier was in the service of the 
United States at the time he met his death; he was undoubtedly murdered anc 
robbed. That he was not in the line of duty at the time is a mere surmise, and 
not substantiated by any proof whatever; on the contrary the evidence shows 
that he declined to accompany his comrades to the theater, and left them to re- 
turn to his quarters at the Soldiers’ Home. 

Your committee report favorably, and recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. DUNHAM (before the Clerk had concluded the reading of the 
report). Ithink perhaps a statement could be made in much less time 
than the report could be read. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Well, let some statement be 
made. Ihave noobjection. Here is the case ofa widow who married 
again and may have married affluently forall the House knows. There 
is nostatement or explanation at all about the claim. The gentleman 
can make a statement if he prefers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the report. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the report as above. | 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I want to ask one or two 
questions about this case. Who is sponsor for this bill? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I introduced the bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. This applicant, I believe, has 
matried again. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. It seems she has married again. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. That is in evidence in the 
case. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I judge from the name she has mar- 
ried again. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I supposed the gentleman 
knew all about the case. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I do not. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Who knows anything about 
it? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. The committee seem to have had 
a pretty good understandiig about it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Who is here to speak for the 
committee ? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Dr. Sworr made the report, but 
that gentleman is not here. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Very well. I wish now to 
inquire what is the law in regard to the widow of a man who died in 
the service receiving a pension when she marries again. 

Mr. MATSON. ‘The law is that she is dropped from the rolls when 
she remarries; and in case of the death of the second husband she is not 
restored to the pension-roll. Formerly she was restored in thet case. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. As longassheisa widow and 
is entitled to a pension because of her husband’s death she would re- 
ceive a pension till her remarriage ? 

Mr. MATSON. I will ask the gentleman from Arkansas to consent 
that this bill be laid aside informally, asthe gentleman who reported it is 
not here. There may be some circumstances he may desire to know in 
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to it which I can not answer as well as the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Swope]. I ask unanimous consent that the bill be laid 
aside informally without losing its place on the Calendar. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. There seem to be two short- 
comings in this case. One is that, according to several decisions on the 
part of the Pension Bureau, the death of this soldier was not of such a 
character as entitled the applicant toa pension. The next is that she 
has married again, and had she been entitled to a pension she would 
have forfeited her right to it by that act. This may be a small matter, 
but we are paying sixty or seventy millions of dollars a year for these 
small matters, and we want to exclude all the small matters that are 
not meritorious, I have no objection to this bill being laid aside in- 
formally. 

Mr. ERMENTROUT addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Matson] has 
made a request for unanimous consent, which must be submitted with- 
out debate, that the bill be laid aside informally without losing its place 
on the Calendar. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MATSON. I move that the committee risc. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. DocKERY having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. HatcH reported that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, having had the Private Calendar under consid- 
eration, had instructed him to report sundry bills with various recom- 
mendations. 





BILLS PASSED. 


Bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee of the 
Whole House without amendment, were severally ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, they were accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed : 

A bill (H. R. 1142) granting a pension to Lydia Hadlock; 

A bill (H. R. 8336) granting an increase of pension to Dancan Forbes; 

A bill (H. R. 8111) granting a pension to Rebecca Roberts; 

A bill (H. R. 5261) granting a pension to Isaac Fossett; 

A bill (H. R. 7162) granting a pension to Martha MclIlwain; 

A bill (H. R. 4703) granting a pension to Anna A. Probert; 

A bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pension to Ellen Corcoran; 

A bill (H. R. 1520) granting an increase of pension to Mary F. Blake; 

A bill (H. R. 7728) — a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Collins; 

A bill (H. R. 4460) to ion John W. Delp; 

A bill (H. R. 6250) to increase the pension of Thomas A. Rowley; 

A bill (H. R. 7310) granting a pension to Mrs. Arlanta F. Taylor; 

A bill (H. R. 6170) granting a pension to Mary A. oo Etten; 

A bill (H. R. 8078) for the relief of Lydia  Johaes 

A bill (H. R. 2144) granting a pension to C. K. a 

A bill (H. R. 6430) granting a pension to Lucy G. Dutcher; 

A bill (H. R. 7979) granting a pension to Jackson Steward ; 

A bill (H. R. B24} increasing the pension of James L. Miller; 

A bill (H. R. 5324) granting a pension to John H. Ze eens and 

A bill (H. R. 308) granting a pension to Mary Sullivan. 

Bills of the following titles were reported from the Committee of the 
Whole House with amendments. The amendments were adopted; and 
the bills as amended were ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and being engrossed, they were accordingly read the third time, and 


A bill (H. R. 6311) granting arrears of pension to Mrs. Maria Walker; 
A bill tr It. 7931) increasing the pension of Clark Boon; 
A bill (H. R. 1201) for the relief of Mary Howard Farquhar; 
A bill (H. R. 4552) for the relief of Susan Smith; 
A bill (H. R. 8372) granting a pension to John E. Doggett; 
A bill (H. R. 2242) restoring to the pension-roll the name of K. G. 
Billings; 
A bill (H. R. aH granting a pension to Cyrus Dubbs; 
A bill (H. R. 7914) to increase the pension of David M. Rennoe; and 
A bill (H. R. 7509) granting a pension to Cecilia C. McKenna. 
Amendments to Senate bills of the following titles, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole House, were cma agreed to as amended; 
and the bills were read the third time, and 
A bill (8S. 823) granting a pension to Capt. Elibu Jones; 
A bil! te . 891) granting a pension to Geriah Collins; 
A bill (S. 983) granting a pension to Michael Daly; 
A bill (S. 1098) granting a pension to H. R. Duke; 
A bill (8. 1850) granting a pension to Mrs. Annie C. Owen; 
A bill (S. 1253) granting a pension to J. T. Haworth; 
A bill (8. 1420) granting a pension to William Powell; 
A bill (S, 1830) granting a pension to Mrs. C. A. Bailey; 
A bill (S. 1441) granting a pension to M. Romahn; 
A bill f 1431) granting a pension to Jane Carr; and 
A bill (S. 1509) granting a pension to William H. Moore. 
Amendments to Senate bills of the malty oan titles, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole House, were se and as amended 
the bills were ordered to a third sotinn saulaeeean read the third 


ti passed : 
A ll ( (S. 685) granting a pension to Mary Marsh; 
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= bill (1227) granting an increase of pension to William P. Squires. 


~ bill (1539) [title amended so as to read ‘‘A bill granting a pension 
to mae) Hunt, widow, and the minor children of Lewis Hunt, de- 
ceased ;”’ 

The bill (H. R. 1361) giving a pension to Nira D. Gwynne was re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole with Senate amendments. 

The amendments were agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read athird time; and being engrossed, it was according] y 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MATSON moved to reconsider the several votes by which the bills 
were passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The House then, on ction of Mr. MATSON (at 9 o’clock and 50 min- 
utes p. m.), adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BARBOUR: Petition of Elias Edwards, executor of Elias 
Edwards, deceased, praying that his war claim be referred to the Court 
of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BLANCHARD: Petition of Mary E. Jones, of Alexandria: 
of Thomas K. Smith, of Rapides Parish; of W. C. Johnson, son of Sam- 
uel K. Johnson, deceased; and of Frances Carr, widow of Carter Carr, 
deceased, of Alexandria, La., asking that their war claims be referred 
to the Court of Claims—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claims of Carter Carr, of Samuel K. John- 
son, of Mary Jones, executrix of Fannie Burgess, and of Thomas K. 
Smith, of Rapides Parish, Louisiana—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BOUND: Petition of Mary A. Block, of Harrisburg, Pa., for 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. W. W. BROWN: Memorial of Grange No. 384, Patrons of 
Husbandry, of McKean County, Pennsylvania, for the suppression of 
the sale and mannfacture of all imitation dairy products—to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of the same against the admission, free of duty, of 
raw agricultural products—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BUNNELL: Petition of the Chicago Live-Stock Exchange, 
opposing the taxing of oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petitions of bankers, merchants, manufacturers, and leading 
citizensof New York city, favoring the appropriation made by the United 
States Senate to steamships for carrying the mails—to the Commitee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CAINE: Petition of 1,795 citizens of Davis County, Utah Ter- 
ritory, earnestly protesting against the enactment of any legislation 
which will deprive them of all voice in the government of that Terri- 
tory by disfranchising them through test-oaths on account of their re- 
ligious belief, as proposed by the minority party of said Territory; also 
against the passage of any law which would abolish the Legislature of 
Utah and create for the government of the Territory a legislative con- 
mission—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. DUNHAM: Resolutions of the Produce Exchange of Chicago, 
Tll., signed by George W. Linn, president, and R. M. Littler, secretary, 
favoring bill 8328, to tax oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

Also, resolutions adopted at a joint session of Knights of Labor As- 
semblies Nos. 4080, 1297, 4052, 4327, 5449, 5959, and 1912, of Chicago, 
Ill., opposing the bill No. 8328, to tax oleomargarine—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. ELY: Petition of E. D. Howe and 31 others, for taxing oleo- 
margarine—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Memorial of E. H. Baines, against legis!.- 
tion prohibiting the manufacture of oleomargarinc—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. EVERHART: Petition of citizens of Phoenixville, Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, praying for the redem of the trade-dollar— 
to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. GAY: Papers relating to the claim of Jasper Gall, of Iberia 
Parish, Louisiana—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. W. J. GREEN: Petition of executor of Joseph Wilson, de- 
ceased, of Sampson County, North Carolina, praying that his war claim 
te ufsiend te the <ieprt af Clnlant-to hb dome somminities. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of N. H. Rieker and 67 others, citizens 0! 
Ryegate, Vt., for a tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

By Mr. T. J. HENDERSON: Petition of T. J. Rich, M. D., and 
others, of Union County, me ge prayin i ce of an ae 

ae ee a Haine, ww of Robert ainc, anc 
Saees arrears of the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

oie nai praying forthe ental of such laws as wile 

oe) eee laws as will prevent 


on Commerce. 
By Mr. are} > ners aa alibetiden ot Gn Chieee> Produce Ex- 





Sa oe ae 


oe 





in favor of legislation against fraudulent production and sale 
of imitations of butter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. KETCHAM: Petition of Joel 8. Winans and 53 others, ask- 
ing for sas passage of a law to regulate the sale of all imitations of 
butter—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LEHLBACK: Petition of the Women’s Indian Association 
of Northern New Jersey, asking for the passage of Senate bill 53, for 
the relief of the Mission Indians of California—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Grange No. 104, of New Jersey, asking for legis- 
lation to su the man and sale of imitation dairy prod- 
ucts—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of the same, asking for the same protection to agri- 
cultural products that is accorded to other industries—to the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LIBBEY: Petition of Moses Dawley, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition and affidavits in the claim of R. E. Bennevt—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, letter of Mary E. Parker relative to claim—to the same com- 
—_ 














papers relating to the claim of William E. Carhart, of Norfolk 
conn nit the same committee. 
MATSON: Petition of Mary Lawson, for a pension—to the 
Conalton on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORRISON: Memorial of the Chicago Produce Exchange 
for fegislation in the dairy interests— to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of the Chicago Board of Trade against the oleomar- 

bill—to the same committee. 

By Mr. NEECE: Resolution of the Produce Exchange of Chicago, 
praying for the passage of the Scott bill prohibiting the manufacture 
of imitation butter—to the same committee. 

ue Avg O’FERRALL: Petition of Joseph Cleit, of Bridgewater; of 
L J. Thompson, daughter and heir of Lucinda Robbins, and of 
John Brewer, of. Madison County; of Solomon Beery, of Cross Keys; 
of Emanuel M. Hoover, of D. B. Wampler, son of Samuel H. Wampler; 
of Jacob A. Huntberry, administrator, and of Curtis Yates, of Rock- 
ingham County; of Samuel Roller, of Shenandoah County; of Samuel 
Fetzer, of Harrisonville; of Thomas W. Russell, of Clark County; of 
Harrison Fauber, of Tom’s Brook; of John Sours, of Page County; of 
John A. Walter, son and heir of Harriet J. Walter, of Rappahannock 
County; of Sarah Am of Capon Roads; of John T. Hattel, of 
Mount Olive, and of W. K. Abbott, of Broadway, Va., asking that their 
war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 
By Mr. PETTIBONE: Petition of Joseph D. Long, late of First Regi- 
















































ment Ken Btate to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. RICE: Petition of citizens of Shrewsbury, Mass., in favor of 
a bi regulating the traffic in oleomargarine—to the Committee on Ag- 
iy ir 


Mr. SENEY: Remonstrance of Chicago Live Stock Exchange 
seit taxing oleomargarine oleomargarine and butterine—to the same committee. 
By Mr. Petition of Granges Nos. 55, 106, 236, 320, 407, and 


656, e Patcume of Husbandry, of Pennsylvania, u the of the 
pi pth rg restrict the manufacture and sale of counterfeit butter—to the 


of same, protesting against the admission of agricultural 

Taw din, pein of of duty—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
By Mr. SEYMOUR: Memorial of Sherman Kimberly and others, citi- 
zens of Torrington, Conn., favoring the enactment of committee bill 

" &e.—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

anion IPE: Petition of 32 business men of York, Pa., asking 
enactment of laws to enable the National Board of Health to 
all the and resources of the Government which can be 
exercised to prevent epidemics—to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 
By Mr. TAULBEE: Petition of Adam Feltner, for rclief—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


em Mr. TUCKER: Papers relating to the claims of Jacob Stover; and 
of Augusta County; and of Zachariah F. Calbreath, 
“Soe Va.—to the Committee on War Claims. 
nay Petition of Hon. Henry Gay and others, citizens 
County, Georgia, for Federal aid to common schools in the 
Education. 


ae 


‘the Committee on 
MILO WHITE: Petition of McIntire Post, No. 66, and of 
Grand Army of the arena in favor of pension legis- 
WISE rien on Iva eon claim of Loftin D. All 
$ to o in Allen, of 
the Committee on Claims. 
urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
all imitations of butter under the control of 
pee Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
from ruin and consumers of butter from 


rel 
He 


protect 
were presented, and severally referred to the Com- 
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By Mr. BUCK: Of Timothy Sedgwick and others, of West Hart- 
ford: of Clinton Phelps and others, of East Granby; of H. W. Ladd 
and others, of Windsor; of H. L. Heyden and others, of Windsor; and 
of Daniel Webster and others, of Berlin, Conn. 

By Mr. FREDERICK: Of citizens of Raymond, of Madison County, 
of Decora, of Hoyleston, of Manly, of Ellisport, of New Hartford, of 
Vanmeter, of Washington, of Bowen, of Longworthy, of Red Oak, of 
Denison, of Nashville, of Saint Lucas, and of Wellman, Iowa. 

By Mr. HISCOCK: Of citizens of Norwich, of Helena, of Conewango, 
of Bennerford, of Coventryville, of Bangor, of New York, of Moore’s 
Ford, of Warsaw, of Otsego County, of Herkimer County, of Chateau- 
gay Lake, of North Pitcher, and of East Homer, N. Y. 

By Mr. McMILLIN: Of G. W. G. Brown, of Tazewell, 
others. 

By Mr. PRICE: 
Wis. 

By Mr. SCOTT: Of citizens of London and of Russell, Pa. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Of citizens of Charleston and of Lanark, Ill. 

By Mr. SWOPE: Of citizens of Hosensack, of Rogers’ Ford, of 
Plumsteadville, of Elkland, of Knoxville, of East Greene, of Guy’s 
Mills, and of Thompsontown, Pa. 

By Mr. WAIT: Of citizens of Middleton, of East Grandy, of Rock- 
ville, and of Northfield, Conn. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of a law 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. BAYNE: Of citizens of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. W. W. BROWN: Of citizensof McKean County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. LEHLBACH: Of citizens of Newark, N. J. 

By Mr. LIBBEY: Of citizens of Southampton County, Virginia. 

By Mr. RICE: Of citizens of Worcester County, Massachusetts. 

By Mr. SCOTT: Of citizens of Erie County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. SWOPE: Of citizens of York County, Pennsylvania. 





Tenn., and 


Of citizens of Wautoma, of Brandon, and of Waupun, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
SATURDAY, May 15, 1886. 
The House met at 12 20 *clockm. Prayer by theChaplain, Rev. W. H. 


MILBURN, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved. 


ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a bill (S. 1298) to authorize 
the Secretary of the Navy to fit out an expedition to observe the total 
eclipse of the sun which occurs on the 29th of August, 1886; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


HOSPITAL STEWARDS, UNITED STATES ARMY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill (S. 1119) to provide 
for the appointment of hospital stewards in the United States Army, 
and to fix their pay and allowance; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

GEORGE E. W. SHARRETTS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill (S. 1069) for the 
relief of George E. W. Sharretts; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

RIGUT OF WAY, JAMESTOWN AND NORTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill (S. 1057) granting 
the right of way to the Jamestown and Northern Railroad Company 
through the Devil’s Lake Indian reservation, in the Territory of Da- 
kota; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

WILLIAM J. SMITH. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill (S. 13) for the relief 
of William J. Smith, late surveyor of customs for the port of Memphis, 
State of Tennessee; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. Norwoop, an extension of his leave tor ten days, on account 


of important business. 

To Mr. Litr_e, for this day. 

To Mr. HENLEY, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. ROBERTSON, indefinitely, on account of er business. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. ERMENTROUT, by unanimous consent, obtained leave for Cap- 
tain Cone to withdraw papers filed with the Committee on Commerce 
in relation to House bill 1984. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to take up 
from the Private Calendar for present consideration Senate bill 1484, 
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to authorize the Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railway to construct and 
operate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other pu: 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. PuRKines asks 
unanimous consent to discharge the Committee of the Whole from the 
further consideration of the bill indicated by him, and to consider the 
same. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will ask for objec- 
tions. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


_ Be it enacted, &c., That the Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railway, a corpora- 
tion created under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Arkansas, be. and the 
same is hereby, invested and empowered with the right of locating, construct- 
ing, owning, equipping, operating, using, and maintaining a railway and tcle- 
graph and telephone line through the Indian Territory, beginning at a point on 
the eastern line of said Territory at or near the city of Fort Smith, in State 
of Arkansas; thence running, by the most feasible and practicable route, in a 
northwesterly direction, through the Indian Territory, to such point on the 
northern boundary-line of said Territory between the Arkansas River, in Cow- 
ley County, and the Caney River, in Chautauqua County, Kansas, as said cor- 
poration may select; also a branch line of railway to be constructed from the 
most suitable point on said main line for making a connection with a line of 
railroad of the Southern Kansas Railway Company terminating at or near Cof- 
feyville, in the said State of Kansas, and at or near the southern boundary-line 
thereof, and running thence from such suitable point on said main line ina 
northerly direction, and by the most feasible and practicable route, to the north- 
ern boundary line of said Indian Territory at or near Coffeyville aforesaid, with 
the right to construct, use, and maintain such tracks, turnouts, and sidings as 
said company may deem it to their interest to construct along and upon the 
right of way and depot grounds herein provided for. 

Seo. 2. That said corporation is authorized to take and use for all pepe of 
a a. and for no other purpose, a right of way 100 feet in width through 
said Indian Territory for said main line and branch of the Kansas and Arkan- 
sas Valley Railway, and to take and use a strip of land 200 feet in width, with 
a length of 3,000 feet, in addition to right of way, for stations, for every 10 miles 
of road, with the right to use such additional nd where there are heavy cuts 
or fills as may be necessary for the construction and maintenance of the road- 
bed, not exceeding 100 feet in width on each side of said right of way, or as much 
thereof as may be included in said cut or fill: Provided, That nomore than said 
addition of land shall be taken for any one station: Provided further, That no 
part of the lands herein authorized to be taken shall be leased or sold by the 
company, and they shall not be used except in such manner and for such purposes 
only as shall be necessary for the construction and convenient operation of 
said railroad, telegraph, and telephone lines; and when any portion thereof 
shall cease to be so used, such portion shall revert to the nation or tribe of In- 
dians from which the same shall have been taken. 

Src. 3. That before said railway shall be constructed Gee any lands held 
by individual occupants according to the laws, customs, and u of any of 
the Indian nations or tribes through which it may be constructed, full compen- 
sation shall be made to such occupants for all property to be taken or 
done by reason of the construction of such railway. In case of failure to make 
amicable settlement with any occupant, such compensation shall be determined 
by the appraisement of three disinterested referees, to be appointed one (who 
shall act as chairman) by the President, one by the chief of the nation to which 
said occupant belones, and one by said railroad en , who, before entering 
upon the duties of their appointment, shall take an edbseribe, before a district 
judge, clerk of a district court, or United States commissioner, an oath that 
will faithfully and impartially discharge the duties of their appointment, whi 
oath, duly certified, shall be returned with their award toand filed with the Sec- 
retary of the Interior within sixty days from the completion thereof; and a 
majority of said referees shall be a to act in case of the absence of a mem- 
ber, afterdue notice. And upon the failure of either party to make such —— 
ment within thirty days after the appointment made by the President, the va- 
cancy shall be filled by the district Judge of the court held at Fort Smith, Ark., 
or at Wichita, Kans., upon the application of the other party. Thechairman of 
daid board shall appoint the time and place for all hearings within the nation to 
which such occupant belongs. Each of said referees shali receive for his services 
the sum of $4 per day for each day they are engaged in the trial of any case sub- 
mitted to them under een, with sive atScents permile. Witnesses shall 
receive the usual fees allo by the courts of said nations. Costs, including 
compensation of the referees, shall be made a part of the award, and be paid by 
such railroadcompany. In case the referees can not agree, then any two ofthem 
are authorizedtomakethe award. Either being dissatistied with the find- 
ing of the referees shall have the right, n ninety days after the making of 
the award and notice of the same, to appeal by original to the district 
court held at Fort Smith, Ark., or the district court held at ita, Kans., which 
court shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine the subject-matter of said 
petition oqeenes in he nse of the ate in wee ——o- be heard pro- 
vided for determining damage when taken railroad 
If upon the hearing of said the Sieeeardmaaat shall cetera ineeer 
sum than the award of the referees, costs of said appeal shall be 
against the railway oma. If the judgment of the court shall be for the 
same sum as the award of the referees, Seas Gen cuateean be cennnel caine 
the appellant. If the judgment of the court shall be for a smaller sum the 
award of the referees, then the costs shall be adjudged 
ing damages. When proceedings ha’ 
comguay shall — — yt Ce eae 
ment thereof, en ve right en u P y sough' 
condemned and proceed with the construction of the ao 

Sec. 4. That said railroad company shall not charge the inhabitants of said 
Territory a greater rate of freight than the rate authorized by the laws of the 
State of Arkansas for services or of the same kind: 
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gers on said railway and messages on 
a State government or governments shall exist in said seaemery within the lim- 
its of which said railway, or a thereof, shall be located; an : 
government or governments 1 be authorized to fix and the cost of 
transportation of personsand freights within their respective limits by said rail- 
way; but Con expressly reserves the right to fix and regulate at all times 
the cost eteute transportation by said railway or said ee such 
transportation shall extend from one State into another, or 

more than one State: however, 


as Congress may by law 3 
master-General may fix rate of compensation. 

Sec. 5, That said railway company shall pay to the Secretary of the Interior, 
for the benefit of the particular nations or as 
line and branch may be located, thesum of $50, in 
vided ee in this a Se prepay tebe aee done to individual occu- 
pants by the construction of the railway, for each mile of that it may 


construct in said Territory, said to be made in of $500 as 
each 10 miles of road is ied: Provided. That if the general council of elther of 
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the nations or tribes through whose lands said railway meg be located shal) 
within four months after the filing of maps of definite locat m as set forth j;, 
section 6 of this act, dissent from allowance hereinbefore provided for, ,;,,; 
shall certify the same to the Secretary of the Interior, then all compensatio:, ;,, : 
be paid to such dissenting nation or tribe under the provisions of this act s}),) iy 
be determined as provided in section 3 for the determination of the compensa % 
tion to paid to the mdividual occupant of lands, with the right of appeal to ¢}). 5 
courts the same terms, conditions, and requirements as therein provide 
Surther, That the amount awarded or adj to be paid by said raj). 
way company for said dissenting nation or tribe be in lieu of the compen. 
jon that said nation or tribe would be entitled to receive under the foregoin, 
provision. Said company shallalso pay,so long as said Territory is owned ani 
occupied by the Indians, to the Secretary of the Interior, the sum of $15 per an. 
num for each mile of railway it shall constructin thesaid Territory. The mone, 
paid to the Secretary of the Interior under the provisions of this act shal! be a;. 
portioned by him, in accordance with the laws and treaties now in force am.o:, 4 
the different nations and tribes, according to the number of miles of railway 
that may be constructed said railwa company thro their lands: Pro. 
That Congress shall have the right,so long as lands are occupied 
and possessed by said nations and tribes, to smupete such additional taxes upo: 
said railroad as it may deem just and pro or their benefit; and any Terri. 
tory or State hereafter formed through which said railway shall have been es 
tablished may exercise the like power as to such part of said railwayas may |i- 
within its limite. Said railway company shall have the right to survey and |\. 
cate its railway immediately after the passage of this act. 

Sxc. 6. That said company shall cause maps showing the route of its locate! 
lines through said Territory to be filed in the office of Secretary of the [nt: 
rior, and also to be filed in the office of the principal chief of each of the nation. 
or tribes through whose lands said railway may be located; and after the [ilii, 
of said maps no claim for a subsequent settlement and improvement upon t}:, 
right of way shown by said maps shall be valid as against said company: ): 
vided, That when a map showing any portion of said railway company’s loc::t: 
line is filed as herein provided for, said company shall commence ing said 
located line within six months thereafter, or such location shall be void ; and sai 
location shall be approved by the Secretary of the Interior in sections of 25 milc, 
before construction of any such section shall be begun. 

Sxc. 7. That the officers, servants, and employés of said company necessary |. 
the construction and management of said road shall be allowed to reside, w)ii- 
so engaged, upon such right of way, but subject to the provisions of the India: 
intercourse la and sah rules and regulations as may be established by t‘: 

of the Interior in accordance with said intercourse laws. 

Sec. 8. That the United States circuit and district courts for the western di<. 
trict of Arkansas and the district of Kansas, and such other courts as may be av. 
thorized by Congress, shall have, without reference to the amountin controvers) 
concurrent jurisdiction over all controversies arising between said Kansas 4:1 
Arkansas Valley Railway and the nations and tribes through whose territory 
said railway shall be constructed. Said courtsshall have jike jurisdiction, w it). 
out reference to the amount in controversy, over all controversies arising }»- 
tween the inhabitants of said nations or tribes and said railway company; :\ 
the civii jurisdiction of said courts is hereby extended within the limits of sui 
Indian tory, without distinction as to ——— of the parties, so far as 
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

Sec. 9. That said railway company shall build at least 100 miles of its railwa, 
in said Territory within three years after the of this act, or the righis 
herein granted shall be forfeited as to that not built; that said railroad 
qengene shall construct and maintain continually all road and way cross- 
ings and necessary bridges over said railway w ver said and high- 
ways do now or may hereafter cross said railway’s right of way,or may be by 
the proper authorities laid out across the same. 

Sec. 10, That the said Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railway shall accept 
this right of way upon the oe condition, binding upon itself, its suecesso:- 
and sasigns, that they will neither aid, advise, nor assist in any effort lookin; 
toward the changing or extinguishing the present tenure of the Indians i: 
their land, and will not attempt to secure from the Indian nations any furt! 
grant of land, or its occupancy, than is hereinbefore provided: Provided, ‘I i..' 
any violation of the condition mentioned in this section shall operate as a fo- 
feiture of all the ee and privileges of said railway company under this act 

Src, ll. That ere executed by said railway company conveying 
ony portion of its , With its franchises, that may be constructed in sai: 
Indian Territory, shall be recorded in the Department of the Interior, and the 
—— shall ict ape ee notice em and shal! con- 

rights and property of said com; yas n expressed. 
“Fen. 12, That Congress may at any time amend, add to, alter, or repeal this 
act. 


Sec. 13. And the right of way herein and hereby granted shall not be assigned 
or transferred in any form whatever prior to the construction and comp!etio: 
of the road, except as to mortgages or other liens that may be given or secured 
thereon to aid in the construction thereof. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the requestof the gentleman 
from Kansas ? 
Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a brief state- 
ment, subject to the objection which may be interposed subsequent!y 
Mr. COX. Mr. , 1 wish to ask the gentleman from Kans: 
whether this bill has been referred to any committee of the House ’ 
Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, in reply to that inquiry I will state 
that this bill has been unanimous! by the House Committee 
on Indian Affairs. A like bill had been previously reported unani- 
mously. This bill has passed the Senate, having been unanimous!y 
reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs of that body and having 
— the Senate with scarcely a dissenting vote, perhaps not ove. 
bill contains substan’ the same provisions as were containe( 
in the bills which were in the Forty-eighth Congress providing 
for the right of way through the Indian Territory. I would state fur- 
pom aa eae me ems ney a a char. 
ter ve purposes. companies are intereste¢ 
in this right of way. One, what is known as the Santa Fé Company, 
is already operating more than 4,000 miles of railroad, and the Kans: 
Valley Railroad Company, whose road runs from Fort Smith to New 
Orleans, is associated with the Santa Fé Com: in this enterprise. 
When the road connecting these two points shall have been complete 
there will be a continuous line of railway from the Pacific coast to New 
Orleans. The road across this little the Indian Territory 
ee now missing in this impor- 
tant ; 
I desire to say, in addition, that at the suggestion of the Indians 1- 






on 





tercsted, the language of this bill has been somewhat modified from 
that used in similar bills in the Forty-eighth Congress. Instead of 
the right of way, as did the bills passed in the Forty-eighth 

this bill simply authorizes the construction of this road. 

That j of the language has been made at the suggestion of 
the Indians, in that the measure might be entirely satisfactory to 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. And they are satisfied with 
the bill. 

Mr. PERKINS. There is no objection to it from any Indian in the 
Territory so far as we have learned or heard. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. They have been conferred 
with. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. How wide is the right of way proposed to 


be ted ? , 

Mr. PERKINS. One hundred feet. 

Mr. PEEL. It is just like the other bills—precisely. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Doesthe gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Perks] 
‘know, or can he affirm to the House, that a road is to be built there in 
good faith; that the franchise is not sought merely for the purpose of 
enabling somebody to sell it? ; 

Mr. PERKINS. As I have already stated, the Santa Fé Company 
has now more than 4,000 miles of road in operation and the Kansas Val- 
ley road is in operation from Fort Smith to New Orleans. This will 

y the missing link, and make a continuous line. 

r. ROGERS. And there is a provision in the bill prohibiting the 
transfer of the franchise. This is not a paper company. The com- 
pany are anxious to build the road; they will do it in self-defense; they 
will do it to protect themselves; they need and must have an outlet 
west and north. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Iam glad to understand that. I wanted the 
fact to be emphasized that this is not a mere speculation. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Notatall. The money is now | 


in bank to be used for building the road. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. That is exactly what we want. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Does the bill involve any incumbrance on the land 
other than the ordinary right of way ? 

Mr. PERKINS. Nonewhatever. Condemnation proceedings are to 
be had, and any parties not satisfied with those proceedings will have 
the right to appeal to the United States courts. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object? 

Mr. DUNHAM. For the present Ido. I desire to ask a question. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman objects, the bill is not before the 


Mr. DUNHAM. Can I not ask a question without objecting? 

Mr. PERKINS. I shall be very glad to answer any question. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Has this bill passed the Senate? 

Mr. PERKINS. Yes, sir; more than two weeks ago. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, Will it develop the resources of Ar- 
kansas ? . 

Mr. P 8. Oh, yes. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Then I am in favor of it. 

Mr. DUNHAM. This day has been set apart by previous order of 
the House for general debate. It seems to me that a debate of an hour 
or more might be allowed on this bill, so that the House could perfectly 
understand it. I will not object to the consideration of the bill; but 
I think debate ought to be allowed on it for at least an hour. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the bill is before the 
House for consideration. The Chair hears no objection. 

The ened to a third reading; was accordingly read the 


Mr. P. Moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WILLIS. I desire to call up at this time the bill for the estab- 
lishment of a subtreasury at Louisville, Ky. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky calls up for consid- 
eration a bill which aoe of the House some time since was post- 
poned until to-day. Clerk will read the title. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (HL. R. 902) establishing a subtreasury at Louisville, Ky. 


Mr. HOLMAN. [I rise to a question of order. I see that the prior 
order for to-day is House bill No. 6973, to provide for the appointment 
of a commission to and report on the condition of Indians, In- 
dian affairs, and for purposes. 

TheSPEAKER. The further consideration of both these bills was 

until to-day, and the question of 
either of them. 


{ 
: g 


! ‘My object is to get this bill out of the gentleman’s 
way. At the time the motion was made postponing this bill till to- 
day I did not know his bill had been fixed for to-day. This bill for 


the establishment of a subtreasury at Louisville has been debated for 
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an hour and a half in two morning hours. AsI have stated, my ob- 


jectin calling it up now is to get it out of the way of business in which 


other gentlemen are interested. I sincerely hope the House will exe- 
cute its previous order and allow this bill now to be considered. 

Mr. SPRINGER. [I rise toa questionof order. I submit that these 
special orders are not in order until after the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. Upon what rule or order does the gentleman rely 
in making that point? 

Mr. SPRINGER. The rules of the House require that afier the 
reading of the Journal the Speaker shall call the committees for re- 
ports—— 

TheSPEAKER. But by an order of the House made some time ago 
all Saturdays during the remainder of the session were set apart for gen- 
eral debate only. ‘These orders, made afterward, revoke so much of 
that prior order as refers to to-day as respects the two bills mentioned. 
If these orders had not been fixed for to-day there would have been no 
morning hour and no hour for the consideration of bills. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that the bill which was first made 
a special order, which was first postponed, is entitled to priority. 

The SPEAKER. These two bills—the bill reported by the gentle- 
man from Indiana from the committee on expenditures for Indians and 
Yellowstone Park and the bill which the gentleman from Kentucky 
desires to call up—were both postponed until to-day. They are both 
special orders; and in the opinion of the Chair neither has priority ove: 
the other; but the question of consideration can be raised against eithe: 
of them. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to raise the question of consideration, if 
admissible. 

Mr. WILLIS. We are very anxious to get this bill out of the way 
of the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Weare equally anxious to get out of the way of 
the gentleman from Kentucky. [ Laughter. ] 


Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to raise the question of consideration as 
against both of these measures. 
The SPEAKER. But only one is called up now. 


Mr. SPRINGER. The reason being that the bij) to organize the 
Territory of Oklahoma, which is a continuous order, shall be called up at 
the earliest possible moment for consideration; and if in order to do so 
I propose to call it up to-day. It is my intention to maintain that or- 
der asagainst all other measures that conflict with it. [Cries of ‘‘ Reg- 
ular order!’ ] 

TheSPEAKER. If gentlemen will preserve order upon the floor the 
Chair will again state the exact condition of the question. 

By a vote of the House the further consideration of the two bills, that 
reported by the gentleman from Indiana from the committee on ex 
penditures for Indians and the Yellowstone Park, and the other called 
up by the gentleman from Kentucky, for the establishment of a sub- 
treasury at Louisville, were postponed until to-day. 

The gentleman from Kentucky now calls up for consideration the 
bill last_mentioned by the Chair, and against that the gentleman from 
Illinois raises the question of consideration. 

Mr. WILLIS. -And his is a continuing order, whereas we are con- 
fined to a special day. He has the whole of next week. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already stated that unless these bills 
be considered to-day, this day is dedicated, under an order of the 
House, to general debate only. 

Mr. SPRINGER. [rise to a parliamentary inquiry. If the House 
refuse to consider tlie bill mentioned by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
as well as that mentioned by the gentleman from Indiana, will it be 
then in order to move to proceed to the further consideration of the 
Oklahoma bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already twice stated that this day 
has been set apart, until the further order of the House, for general de- 
bate in Committee of the Whole House on the state of Union, and a 
special order continuing from day to day does not come up on a day 
otherwise set apart or dedicated to other business; as, for instance, it 
would not come up on Friday, which is dedicated to the consideration 
exclusively of private business. 

The question is, Will the House proceed to the consideration of the 
bill the title of which has just been read ? 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 102, noes 19. 

So the motion of Mr. WILLIs was agreed to. 

SUBTREASURY, LOUISVILLE, KY. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon ordering the bil! to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, when this bill was up for consider- 
ation some days ago I said about all I cared to say in opposition to it. 
My own opinion is, as then expressed, that it should not be passed, and 
to press it I still insist iswholly inexcusable. I can not more earnestly 
express my objections to it than I have on a former occasion. I want 
to have read a letter from the United States Treasurer upon this sub- 
ject. Of course it is only the expression of an opinion by that officér, 
“but he is the officer at the head of the Treasury and subtreasury sys- 
tem, and his opinion ought to be considered as that of the officer whose 
duty it is to know the demands of that branch of the public service of 
which he is the head. 


















The Clerk read as follows: 


TREASURY OF THE Unsittrep Srates, Washinglon, May 4, 1886. 

Dear Sir: House bill No, 02 seeksto establish asubtreasury at Louisville, Ky. 
ti, orthe purpose of collecting the public revenues, the national banks in that city 
are fully competent, as well as for such disbursements as are made at that point. 
For the purpose of putting the silver dollar or subsidiary silver into circulation 
the subtreasuries at Cincinnati and Saint Louis for short and the mint at New 
Orleans for longer distances will be as prompt and economical. The sum pro- 
posed as compensation to its officers will be inadequate, as it will cost not less 
than $15,000 to $20,000 per annum to run a subtreasury with proper reference to 
the safety of the public moneys. There are at least five of the existing sub- 
treasuries that could be dispensed with (Saint Louis, Baltimore, Cincinnati, New 
Orleans, and Chicago) and their functions be performed by the national banks 
in the respective cities with greater economy and very much Jess risk than un- 
der the present system. While — exist, however, the persons intrusted with 

o 


the heavy responsibilities attached lo these offices should receive sufficient com- 
pensation. 


The duties of the subtreasuries have changed since the of the laws 
authorizing the issue of the various kinds of certificates and exchange and re- 
demption of the silver coinage and paper currency of the country. sub- 
treasury is now a bank of issue and redemption, Whether such functions 
should be performed by these offices is a grave question; but one is cer- 
tain, that the persons who discharge the duties thus im should men 
thoroughly well qualified, receiving sufficient conrpensation to induce them to 


remain, while the duties of their respective offices are performed to the satisfac- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


WP eee” Cc. N. JORDAN 


Treasurer United States. 
Tion, Wit11amM R, Morrison, 


Chairman Committee on Ways and Means, 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have but a word to say in addition 
to what I have already said in regard to this bill. The Houseisaware 
of the fact that there are already subtreasuries established at Cincin- 
nati, Saint Louis, and Chicago, in the Western section of the Union. 
There is one also at New Orleans and in San Francisco; while in the 
East there is one at Boston, one at New York, one in Philadelphia, and 
one in Baltimore. The subtreasury at Cincinnati, which is the least 
expensive of the whole, costs about $16,500 a year, while that at New 
York, which is the highest, amounts to about $154,000. The proposed 
subtreasury, witha much larger body of officers than that named in the 
bill, as will be seen before this House adjourns should the bill become 
a law, can not cost the Government less than that at Cincinnati, some 
four hours distant by rail. 

It seems to me, sir, that it would be very unwise for Congress to in- 
crease the number of employés in this branch of the service, with the 
assurance from the head of the sub system already stated in 
the presence of this House from the Clerk’s desk that this increased ex- 
penditure is not demanded by any question of public consideration, that 
the public interests do not require the establishment of this subtreasury 
at Louisville. If, therefore, public considerations control our legisla- 
tion and our expenditures of the public money, these expressions from 
the head of that particular branch of the Government onght to be con- 
clusive. 

It was so well said by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MorRISON] 
on a former occasion, that this side of the House is so committed to se- 
vere economy in the expenditures of the public money, that it is com- 
mitted in favor of retrenchment in all governmental itures, that 
it is to be hoped at least that this side of the House will hesitate before 
it adds this very considerable body of high-salaried officials to the already 
overgrown list of public employés. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Indiana very 
properly states that if there is no use for the public treasury at Louis- 
ville it ought not to be established; but he states in the same breath 
that there is already one at Cincinnati, one at Chicago, one at Saint 
Louis, one at San Francisco, one at New Orleans, one at Boston, one in 
New York, one in Philadelphia, and one in Baltimore. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let me interrupt the gentleman from Tennessee to 
ask if he is not aware of the fact that of these subtreasuries, some of 
thém established as late as 1873, three at least can be di with, 
as shown by the head of that department of the public service without 
any impairment of the public interests? 

Mr. PETTIBONE. I doubt not that maybe so. Butit must be re- 
membered that in all the South there is only one subtreasury, the one 
at New Orleans; while a map of our country will show that the converg- 
ing railroads are centered at Louisville, making the city of Louisville 
the great city of the South. We have more business there than in any 
other city. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If that consideration should govern, I ask the gen- 
tleman why should not Memphis be selected? Is it nota more central 

int? 

Mr. PETTIBONE. For the reason that twenty railroads concentrate 
at Louisville for one at Memphis. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Why not select Kansas City? 

Mr. PETTIBONE. I will not quarrel about that. If there be good 
reason for a subtreasury there, all right. But our people in Tennessee, 
in Kentucky, in North in North North Missis- 
sippi, in Western North in Southern Indiana, and in Arkan- 
was have their business relations at the city of Louisville, and it is for 
the convenience of the business of the of that whole section 
of the country that this bill is by its friends. If $15,000 or 
$16,000 a year is more to the people of the United States than the busi- 
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ness convenience of five or six millions of people, this bill ought no: 
to pass. But if the business convenience of five or six millions of 
people isworth more than this amount which has been spoken of, they 
it ought to pass. 

Mr. HEWITT. Will my friend from Tennessee poigt out in what w.y 
the business convenience of those people will be promoted ? : 

Mr. PETTIBONE. You have one in New York. Does it not cop. 
tribute to the convenience of the people? 

Mr. HEWITT. The business convenience of the people of New Yor); 
is not promoted by its presence. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. What good does it then do in New Yor: ? 

Mr. HEWITT. Itdoes no good tothe people of New York. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Then why not abolish it? 

Mr. HEWITT. I have no objection to seeing it abolished. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Then all thesubtreasuries ought tobe abolish. 
or this bill establishing one at Louisville ought to pass—that is all | 
have to say. 

Mr. BLAND. It is usual when such communications as that whic) 
has just been read are sent to this House that they come from the hea 
of the Department. .Such a communication ought to come from the 
Secretary of - Treasury, if there be any objection on the part of the 
head of the ry Department to the passage of this bill. 

Gentlemen who will examine the statistics will find that from the 
New Orleans mint the State of Louisiana absorbed a million and a half 
of dollars in the first two or three years after the coinage was com- 
menced; simply owing to the fact that the mint was con 


ous tothe 
people of that State. eee received over half a ion a year 
and the surrounding States of South were supplied from that mint 
and it was an aid in putting the money in circulation. 


Under the act of last Congress providing for the deposit or transfer 
of silver coin and subsidiary coin from the mints to the subtreasuries 
it was intended to place the silver coinage, both the subsidiary and 
the standard, in a convenient position for circulation. And inasmuch 
as these subtreasuries are the only means by which these deposits can 
be made, it does seem to me a matter of convenience and a matter of 
importance in securing the circulation of this money to have it depos- 
ited near the populations who desire it. 

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, we have a bill pending now for the puar- 
pose of issuing certificates on silver, and I understand it is the will or 
the wish of the majority of this House at least that a larger issue of these 
certificates be made. Now, under the ruling of the Treasurer, Mr. 
Jordan, these certificates can not be issued fully. . The coin itself is 
first paid out, is first received by some holder and then redeposited. 
Now, as to this coin that is all piled up in Washington and in New York, 
it is almost impossible in the first place to get it in circulation, and in 
the second to deposit it anywhere and receive the certificate for it. 


Mr. HO. Will the gentleman allow me a question ? 
Mr. BLAND. Yea, sir. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Will not the creation of facilities for the deposit of 


silver rather increase the amount of silver drawn from circulation? By 
increasing the facilities for the deposit of silver you will increase the 


amount of dead currency. 


y 
Mr. BLAND. That isa branch of the argument I do not desire to 
It is a question whether the people desire the coin 
ve subtreasuries where the coin is to be 


ted they can have their choice; otherwise not. But if you fail to 


deposi 

deposit the coin where it will go into circulation the people wil! not 
have either the coin or the certificates, as is the 
hundred millions in the Treasury that 


ease to-day with one 
ought to be in circulation. 

Now I say as a means of putting in circulation the coin of the coun- 
try and the certificates it is a matter of importance to have these su)- 
treasuries where the populations are and where the people want the 
money. Instead of shipping itfrom New Orleansto Washington or New 
York, as was done some time ago, let it be sent to Louisville, Cincin- 
nati, Saint Louis, and the other places where you may establish su)- 
treasuries, so that the people can get this coin, and where, if they do not 
want the coin, they can redeposit it and get certificates. Iam sorry to 
say, Mr. Speaker, that Treasurer Jordan has not heretofore indicated 4 
very favorable disposition to putsilver into circulation, and hence it may 
be that he does not favor the subtreasury system and the establis)meut 
of subtreasuries throughout the country, but I take it for granted that 
those Representatives of the people who desire to get this moncy 110 
circulation and to have means ided for that purpose wi!! not to 
low Mr. Jordan in his hostility in that respect. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Will the gentleman allow me to make a sugyestiou 
in connection with what he has just said? 

Mr. BLAND. Certainly. ; 
- Mr. TAULBEE. In the letter of Mr. Jordan which has been 1° 
here by the Clerk he says that ‘‘ for the purpose of putting the sve 
dollar or subsidiary silver into circulation the subtreasuries at Cine: 
nati and Saint Louis for short and the mint at New Orleans for |)0e°" 
distances will be as pt and economical.” As I understan( it, h's 
statement conveys the idea that this subtreasury would tend to)" 
silver into circulation; and as in the same letter he objects to the «st 
lishment of the su , I think the inference that that is the 
foundation of his objection is a very tenable one. 
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hungry Democrats. That is all there is of it. If gentlemen want to 
do so they may march up and vote for the bill and provide these places. 
For one Iam not hungering and thirsting to do that thing; and I do 
not propose to vote for this bill. Of course everybody on either side 
controls his own vote. 

It has been said to me by a number of persons that the parties who 
very much desire the passage of this bill are very clever people—nice 
men. I presume that is so; but after all, so far as I am individually 
concerned, I do not choose to vote for a measure because I would be 
glad to accommodate this gentleman or that gentleman or the other. 

There is no propriety in this bill. I think anybody who understands 
business understands that. Your Treasurer of the United States says 
the establishment of this subtreasury will be a useless expense, and 
that the system here proposed is not so safe as the present system. I 
commend his opinion to the other side of the House. 

Mr. STEELE. I would like to ask the gentleman a question. If, 
as the gentleman says, the Treasury Departmenii now ‘‘lays silver 
down at the doors’’ of these banks why are they asking the passage 
of a bill to do that? 

Mr. CANNON. The law 

Mr. STEELE. Theexisting law does not do it, I am just informed. 

Mr. CANNON. Then I am wrong or the gentleman is wrong. 

Mr. STEELE. The gentleman who has charge of this bill tells me 
that this very privilege is now asked so as to avoid the expressage on 
silver. 

Mr. CANNON. I can only state what I know the law to be, which 
provides that silver shall be delivered without cost of transportation to 
any one in the United States who desires it. I do not care to stand 
here and, in addition to having a knowledge of the law myself, furnish 
my friend from Indiana with that knowledge when apparently he will 
not receive it. 

Mr. STEELE. The gentlemen make assertions without knowing 
much about the law. I will ask the gentleman from Kentucky what 
his understanding on that subject is? 

Mr. CANNON. There is an appropriation annually for this purpose. 

Mr. STEELE. But you fail toappropriate enough, perhaps, because 
I know of banks in the district I represent that have been refused such 
benefits. I think they ought to have them for the benefit of their pa- 
trons. 


Mr. MORRISON. There is no such inference to be drawn from that 
letter. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is right the other way. , 

Mr. MORRISON. He says it can be as well and as economically 
done without this subtreasury as with it. 

Mr. BLAND. I do not yield farther, Mr. Chairman. If there was 
some law (and I think there ought to be) by which the Treasurer or 
the Secretary of the Treasury would be directed to issue certificates on 
the coin without its being paid out there might be no great necessity 
for these subtreasuries, because then the certificates could be issued and 
could go into circulation; but, under the ruling of Treasurer Jordan 
himself, no certificate can be used until the coin is first paid out and 
received by the holder and redeposited. If that be so, we ought to 
have a subtreasury in every city of fifty thousand people, in order to 
enable this coin to be deposited and go into circulation, and be rede- 
posited and certificates taken if the people desired them. If they did 
not so desire, then let the coin be deposited in the centers of population 
where it can be issued and go intocirculation. Thecoinage of silver is 
peculiarly situated. The bullion is bought by the Government. 

Holders of bullion have no right to go to the Mint. and have it coined 
and put into circulation as they could with gold. The Government ex- 
ercises a monopoly of the silver coinage by purchasing so much per 
month and coining it. It is for the Government to put it into circu- 
lation or not, and heretofore it seems to have been the policy of the 
Treasury officials to keep it out of circulation, but it is the policy of 
the_people to institute some means to put it in circulation. There are 
about eighty millions of money now, standard silver dollars, in the 
Treasury.of the United States that ought to be in circulation. How 
are you to get it into circulation? By simply coining it and holding 
it in the Mint and in the Treasury and the subtreasuries in Washing- 
ton, New York, and the few others throughout the country? Is it not 
a matter of importance that this money, coined by the Government, 
shall be sent to the centers of population, where it can be placed in 
cireulation, or where it can be returned and certificates taken if we are 
to adopt the policy of issuing certificates for silver coin? I would 
rather, however, see the policy adopted of issuing coin notes on the de- 
posit of gold or silver coin without distinction; I would abolish the 
whole system of issuing silver and gold certificates separately, and let 
any holder of gold or silver coin deposit it, receiving a coin certificate, 
redeemable at the pleasure of the Government in gold or silver. But 
when you institute a policy of that kind you must provide conveniences 
for holders of coin to deposit itin the subtreasury, receive their certifi- 
cates, and take the certificates back to the subtreasury and receive the 
coin again whenever they desire. The national banks are not in favor 
of that sort of money, and they will not give it any particular cireula- 
tion if they can avoid it. Theyare not the parties to charge with such 
transactions, and, as against national-bank deposits, I am in favor of 
subtreasury deposits, so as to take that business away from the national 
banks. 





MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMPsoN, one of its Clerks, an- 
nounced the adoption of the following resolution; in which the concur- 
rence of the House was requested: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the report 
on Alaska by L. M. Turner be printed, with the necessary illustrations, and that 
4,000 additional copies be printed ; of which 1,000 copies shall be for the use of the 
Senate, 2,000 copies for the use of the House of Representatives, and 1,000 copies 
for distribution under the direction of the Chief Signal Officer of the United 
States Army. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I want tosay only a word about this 
matter. I am curious to see what anybody can say on that side of the 
House or on this by way of excuse for a vote for this proposition. 

Mr. BLAND. I will ask the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Cannon ], 
who seems to be opposed to this bill, whether he claims that the na- 
tional banks should have this power with reference to the currency, in- 
stead of the Government performing the function itself. The gentle- 
man, I believe, is a stockholder in one of these banks. I do not know 
whether I am correct in that impression. : 

Mr. CANNON. Iam; and I only wish I had a little more stock. I 
also own a little farm and a mule. 

The only oe who has thus far Fee be any excuse for this 


The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment the bill (H. R. 7938) to authorize the Covington and Cin- 
cinnati Elevated Railway and Bridge Company to erect a bridge across 
the Ohio River. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed, with an 
amendment, in which the concurrence of the House was requested, a 
bill (H. R. 6391) to authorize the Kansas City; Fort Scott and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and operate a railway through the In- 
dian Territory, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed bills of the 
following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A bill (8. 117) making an appropriation for the extension and en- 


measure is the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BLAND], who proceeds | largement of the United States custom-house at Kansas City, Mo. ; 
by first throwing his patient into fits and then curing the fits. I think A bill (S. 249) for the payment of Sewell Coulson and Porter, Har- 
no 


proposition that could possibly come before this House in 
reference to which the gentleman from Missouri could not see some- 
where, through the fog and the cloud, a “‘ silver lining.”’ 

Now, what is there in all the gentleman has said? Under the law, 
at the demand of anybody who has the money to pay for it, the silver 
dollar is laid down at his door free of transportation charge. That is a 

the gentleman ought to knowit. I do not know whether he 


rison & Fishback for legal services; 

A bill (S. 430) to change the limit of appropriation for the public 
building at Terre Haute, Ind.; 

A bill (S. 531) to provide for the erection of a public building at La 
Fayette, Ind. ; 

A bill (8. 1131) to amend an act to provide for the purchase of a site 
and the erection of a public building thereon at Detroit, Mich., ap- 
proved March 2, 1885; 

A bill (S. 1219) for the relief of the heirs of Martin Kenofsky; 


io you want silver certificates. Any correspondent of 
A bill (8. 1433) for the relief of the Western Miami Indians of Kan- 


any or any individual at any money center, is more than glad to 
send the silver certificates the moment they are ordered, provided you 
pay forthem. So there is nothing in all that talk of the gentleman. 
Now I will tell you all there is in this proposition. A Democratic 
Treasurer of the United States says that this subtreasury now asked for 


Sas; 

A bill (S. 1457) to increase the appropriation for the erection of a 
public building at Marquette, Mich. ; 

A bill (S. 1486) to authorize the Denison and Washita Valley Rail- 


will be an additional expense and not so safe as the existing deposito- | way Company to construct and operate a railway through the Indian 
ries. Thatis hisopinion. I am not particularly interested in back- | Territory, and for other purposes; 

ing up this Democratic Treasurer; but from what little knowledge I A bill (S. 1550) to provide for an addition tothe United States build- 
have of business I have no doubt he states the fact. So that the ques- | ing at Jackson, Miss. ; 

tion, after all, resolves itself 'y into this—whether we are to estab- A bill (S. 1592) to change the limit of appropriation for the public 
lish a subtreasury at and go on to establish them at every | building at Denver, Col. ; 

city of ten thousand throughout the country, as the gentleman | A bill (S. 1611) for the erection o/ a public building at Fort Dodge, 
from Missouri seems to for the purpose of giving more places for | Iowa; 
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A bill (S. 1919) to authorize the purchase of additional ground ad- 
joining the United States court-house and post-office building at Saint 
Paul, Minn., the erection of a bonded warehouse, and the repair of the 
existing United States building at said place, and appropriating money 
therefor; 

A bill (S. 2058) to complete the public building at Harrisonburg, Va., 
and 

A bill (S. 2191) to complete repairs and alterations of the public 
building at Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Mr. HEWITT. I did not count the number of public buildings au- 
thorized by the action of the Senate just returned to the House by its 
Secretary; but, sir, if there be good reason for putting a subtreasury 
at Louisville there will be found equally good reasons for having one 
in every one of the public buildings on this long list. 

Mr. Speaker, this proposition proceeds on an entire error as to the 
subtreasury system. These subtreasuries are not established for the 
convenience of the people. It is an abuse of the original purpose for 
which they were established when they are made a convenience to the 
people. In other words, they can only be made convenient to the peo- 
ple by converting them into banks of issue and deposit, for which they 
were never designed. If there is anything against which this side of the 
House is committed by tradition, by principle, by repeated declarations 
in platforms and otherwise, it is against any union of this Government 
with the banking system of the country and any usurpation of bank- 
ing power by the Government. 

The subtreasury was established solely for the convenience of the 
Treasury of the United States, to keep its property safely, as a place of 
deposit for its property; and every function it performs beyond that, 
except disbursements in payment of its debts, is an abuse and a dan- 
gerous abuse. 

The great difficulty we have to-day in this country in regard to the 
use of currency is due to the fact the subtreasuries of the United States 
have been converted into a species of national bank. I do not mean 
by that banks belonging to the national banking association, but a na- 
tional bank of the kind against which the Democratic party waged un- 
dying warfare, and which finally, under the lead of Andrew Jackson, 
was destroyed. 

Mr. BLAND. Let me ask the gentleman from New York whether 
the subtreasury system was not established for the very purpose ofde- 
stroying the national banks? 

Mr. HEWITT. It was. 

Mr. BLAND. Now let me ask the gentleman further whether the 
national banks will hold silver for the purpose of putting it into cir- 
culation? Can you show a national bank anywhere in this country 
which will take ten millions of silverand hold it for the purpose of put- 
ting it into circulation ? 

Mr. HEWITT. No,sir; nowhere. ButI will produce, any time the 
gentleman wants it, the engagement of every bank in the city of New 
York to put into circulation every silver dollar the gentleman will fur- 
nish them for that purpose. The trouble with the gentleman and his 
constituents is they have no more silver dollars than they want for cir- 
culation, and they will not take them and put them on deposit in the 
national banks of the city of New York. 

Mr. BLAND. I prefer my constituents, and not the gentleman nor 
the national banks, to determine the question whether we have all the 
cireulation of silver dollars we want or not. Why, sir, we can take 
four times more than we have now. 

The SPEAKER. There is too much confusion in the House, and 
gentlemen will resume their seats and preserve order. 

Mr. HEWITT. I will only answer, as was well answered by the 
gentleman from Illinois, that if anybody wants silver dollars and is 
willing to pay for them he has only to ask for them, for under the last 
sundry civil appropriation bill there is this provision: 

For the transportation of silver coin, $50,000; and in expending this sum the 
Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed ranspo' 

Treasury or subtreasuries free of charge silver coin when requested so to do. 

Mr. BLAND. What amount? 

Mr. HEWITT. Any amount. 

Mr. BLAND. Lunderstand that is the exchange of one form of money 
for another. What we want is to get an extra amount into circulation, 
and not to change paper for silver or to swap dollars. No one can be 
deceived by thatargament. Wewanttogetinto circulation more money 
than is in circulation now; but what the gentleman refers to is merely 
an exchange of one form of dollar for another form of dollar without 
adding anything to the circulation. 

Mr. HEWITT. I will yield to questions to everybody if they will 
only make them all at once and then wait until I can answer them. 
But it is difficult to answer speeches of that sort injected into the belly 
of my speech. [Laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Will the gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. HEWITT. Certainly. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The gentleman from New York says any 
man can get silver dollars who wants them. The trouble is there are 


men in this country who do not want silver dollars, and they should 
be compelled to take them. 


Mr. HEWITT. Ah! [Laughter.] 
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Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. There are men who, with bonds due on 
call to-day and with $60,000,000 in the Treasury which should be paid 
out on those bonds there are bondholders who do not want their bon |. 
to be exchanged for silver dollars. And why should they not be com. 
pelled to exchange those bonds, while we are compelled to take thos. 
dollars and nothing else? 

Mr. HEWITT. Now, Mr. Speaker, my friend from Iowa [Mr. 
WEAVER] says we ought to be compelled to take the silver dollars 
whether we want to take them or not. I wish to state to him that | 
was compelled to take four of them this morning. 

“f WEAYER, of Iowa (from hisseat). Served youright. [Laug)- 
ter. 

Mr. HEWITT. Here they are [holding themup]. [Criesof ‘‘ Hand 
them over!’’ ‘‘Pass them around!’’ ‘‘Pay them out!” ‘* Disburs 
them!’ &e.,and laughter.] And, Mr. Speaker, this remarkable reaii- 
ness which is exhibited here among my impecunious colleagues on thii3 
floor [laughter] to relieve me of this silver burden is very significant of 
the condition of this country to-day, where everybody would take a sil vcr 
dollar promptty if offered for nothing and be glad to get it, bat if they 
have to pay for it they prefer some other kind of currency, more co:- 
venient to carry and quite as good to spend. 

My friend from Kentucky [Mr. WILLIs] wants to afford facilities for 
what? Is it the distribution of these silver dollars, or is it for the re- 
ception of these silver dollars in order to lock them up more completely ? 
Undoubtedly for the latter purpose; and if for the latter, how can this 
proposition give effect to the views of my friend from Missouri [ Mr. 
BLAND], who wants to put them in circulation? The truth is, the 
more you multiply the places of deposit for silver dollars, the more rap- 
idly they will be deposited and lie dead. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. But there will be certificates issuci 
instead if they are deposited. 

Mr. HEWITT. I hope so; at present, however, the certificates are 
limited in amount to $10. 

Now, I know of no good reason whatever why I should be compelled 
to carry these four silver dollars in my pocket when I would much pre- 
fer to have one and two dollar biils. 

Mr. SYMES. Will you support the silver-certificate bill, which wi!] 
accomplish what you want in that direction? 

Mr. HEWITT. I have introduced a bill myself and it is pending be- 
fore the Committee on Bankingand Currency, but has not been reported, 
by which the Government of the United States shall be compelled to 
give a gold dollar for a silver dollar whenever it is presented at the 
Treasury Department. That bill will afford relief. 

Mr. SYMES. I ask will you support the silver-certificate bill be- 
fore the House? 

Mr. HEWITT. Ido not know what the bill is, except in a general 
way; but I will say to the gentleman that I am ready and willing to 
support any bill which establishes and perpetuates the equality of tle 
dollars of the United States, whether they be gold, silver, or paper. 
[ Applause. ] 

Mr. SYMES. Then, if you do, you will have to revolutionize your 
record in that regard for the last ten years. 

Mr. HEWITT. On the contrary, I have never ceased in my efforts 
to put and keep the currency of the country on a par with gold, ani it 
will be an evil day for the country when this parity is destroyed, as it 
will be sooner or later by the continued coinage of overvalued silver 
dollars. 

{Here the Hammer fell]. 

Mr. WILLIS rose. 

Mr. HEWITT... Is my timie limited? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has exhaused the five minutes 

Mr. HEWITT. Iamsorry; Ididnot know that I was speaking under 
the five-minute rule; my time was largely occupied by interruptions, 
and I had not concluded what I had desired to say. 

Mr. EDEN was recognized and yielded his time to Mr. HewitTr. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York is not subject to 
interruption without his consent, and will proceed. 

Mr. HEWITT. Iam perfectly aware that the interruptions were 
because of my own foolish good nature. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I got up to say something totally different from 
what I have said, and it is this: These subtreasuries being established 
for the convenience of the United States, the officers of the Treasury 
best know where they want them for that purpose. The radical trou!)!« 
they experienceis, however, tosecure competent oflicers to fill these places 
at the salaries which are established by law; and in the city of New 
York within three months past it was almost impossible to get a m:n 
of sufficient responsibility to take charge of the subtreasury; and the 
subtreasurer there now in office is ing to Congress to raise the 
salaries of his subordinates, because at the rates fixed by the law cap- 
able men can not be had for the service. 

Every time therefore you establish an additional subtreasury you 
will increase that difficulty; and I wantto warn my Democratic friens 
that every effort of this sort is simply the imposing of a new charze 
upon the Treasury and an additional burden upon the tax-payers of 
the country. This bill proposes to establisha subtreasury at Louisville 
not because it is needed for the public convenience, as we are informed 
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in the letter of the Treasurer, but simply because it will provide pat- 
ronage to the extent of $16,000 annually, and lead to large expenditures 
for vaults now and buildings in the future. 

Mr. WILLIS (from his seat). The bill limits it to $9,500. 

Mr. HEWITT. But the incidental expenses will run it up to at least 
$16,000, which is the smallest sum that any of these subtreasuries are 
ran for. As the continual dropping of water will wear away a stone, 
so these propositions to spend a little here and to spend a little there 
until the sum total is enough to frighten every thinking man will finally 
exhaust the patience of the people. yee : 

I have sat day after day and heard propositions for the expendi- 
ture of public money, running up into large sums, constantly made 
where there is no public necessity to demand it, and I wish to warn my 
friends that this can not go on in this way without making the burden 
of taxation unbearable. This is as good a plave to stop the unneces- 
sary expenditures as any other, for here is the testimony of the Treas- 
urer of the United States, charged with the care of its funds, to the 
effect that it is a useless expenditure; that it will add nothing to pub- 
lic convenience and afford no protection to the Treasury. But, worse 
than that, it may be an enormous risk to the Treasury; for, Mr. Speaker, 
when money is deposited in the national depositories the banks are re- 
sponsible for its safe-keeping to the Government, and they are required 
to give security for the deposits of the funds of the United States in the 
bonds of the United States, so that there is no possibility of loss. 

The subtreasury in New York to-day is only safe from a mob, if a 
mob should ever arise in that city, by reliance on the police and onthe 
armed forces of the United States that are kept in readiness on Gov- 
ernor’s Island for its protection. Wherever you build a subtreasury 
you must have a guard in the neighborhood. There is always the risk 
of violence and of robbery. 

Mr. WILLIS. We have a guard at Louisville. 

Mr. HEWITT. My friend says they have a guard at Louisville—— 

Mr. WILLIS. And can wipe New York out. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HEWITT. I have no doubt on the question of passing this bill 
you will wipe the votes of New York out, but you will not wipe out 
the warning which I now venture to give the gentleman, that he and 
his Democratic associates who vote for this bill will also be wiped out 
when the next election comes, and the power to expend the public 
money uselessly will no longer be allowed to reside in a Democratic ma- 
jority. We came into power because of Republican extravagance; let 
us not lose it because of Democratic improvidence and a reckless disre- 
gard of our pledges to the people. : 
- Mr. WILLIS. Ihavebeen astounded at the arguments and the facts 
upon which the opposition to this bill has been raised, and by no state- 
ment have I been more astounded than that of my honored friend [ Mr. 
HEWITT] who has just taken his seat. I would hesitate to express any 
opinion on finance against his if I did not have before me the law cre- 
pe ha ee and also the report of that very Treasurer whose 
opinion has been introduced here to control the judgment of the House 
upon @ unanimous report of the committee of this House. The gen- 
tleman says that a subtreasury is confined merely to the deposit of 
silver. The act passed in 1846—— . 

Mr. HEWITT. I tostate I made no such statement. The gen- 
tlemian may as well deal fairly with me. 

Mr. WILLIS. I stand corrected. Will the gentleman say what he 
did state ? 

Mr. HEWITT. I said the substreasuries were established for the 
care of the funds in the custody of the United States. 

Mr. WILLIS. I have before me the law which states it differently; 
and I have before me the last report of the Treasury Department which 
puts it differently. And if I can not, let me say here, show by the re- 
ports of this very Department the necessity of this subtreasury I appeal 
to man on this floor to cast his vote against it. 

As to duties of the subtreasuries, here is what the original law 
said. The act of August 6, 1846, said the subtreasuries were ‘‘ for the 
receipt, safe- transfer, and disbursement of the public funds.”’ 

But what fa ? Since these coinage acts have been passed the 
sphere of the sabtreasury, the duties and responsibilities of the sub- 
treasury, a3 we all know, and no one better than the distinguished gen- 
tleman from New York, have been entirely changed, enlarged, and in- 
creamell 

What does the Treasurer say? On page 485 of the last annual report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury he says this: 

of the United States, having had their duties and responsi- 


The subtreasurers 
bilities largely increased through the issue of the gold, silver, and legal-tender 
certificates and the issue and redemption of the standard silver dollar and the 


And in view of the enlarged sphere of the subtreasury what does he 
say— ‘ 
it is respectfully es Site « atone S55 Meapentention of the re- 
And why? Listen, gentlemen of the House of Representative, listen 
to the reason that Treasurer gives for a reorganization and change 
of your What tloes he say on that point? 


the of and labore gaged 
iaihandling, ousting, aulppingasoncy- amd leing clues clerical bor. 


Is that the position in which the Treasury of the United States wants 
to stand before the tax-payers and representatives of the people? Are 
we to allow messengers and laborers to conduct these important pecun- 
iary transactions connected with the Treasury Department? 

Mr. HEWITT. ILask the gentleman how will the establishment of 
a subtreasury at Louisville change that? 

Mr. WILLIS. They demand additional clerks, and we propose to 
give them additional clerks. It is true they will not be lovated in New 
York. But I can say we will find in Louisville men just as con. petent 
in finance to attend to this clerical work connected with the subtreasury 
as the gentleman can find within the limits of Wall street. 

He says there is need of more clerical force. The Secretary of the 
Treasury says the same thing. There is not clerical force to attend to 
the duties of the subtreasury. 

And further, as to vault-room, what does he say? And I challenge 
any gentleman to deny any statement make. I welcome interruption. 
I say in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury we find the astound- 
ing fact that every subtreasury in the United States except the mint at 
New Orleans is to-day full to overflowing with silver and gold, and 
there is to-day yonder in your Committee on Appropriations a letter 
from the acting Secretary of the Treasury asking an appropriation of 
$100,000—for what? ‘To enlarge the vaults at Washington and New 
York. Can we not have vaults in this building at Louisville? And 
permit me to say, as I have mentioned the word “ building,’’ and. as 
the gentleman from New York referred to the building bills which have 
been brought in, that this bill neither now nor hereafter contemplates 
the construction of a public building. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WILLIS. I ask some gentleman to yield me a few minutes. 

Mr. ROGERS was recognized, and yielded to Mr. WILLIs. 

Mr. WILLIS. Thanking the gentleman, I would state that this 
does*not now nor hereafter contemplate any public building. We have 
a building there that will last for a hundred years, and this is simply 
@ proposition to build a vault in an existing building and to provide 
for four or five clerks at the enormous cost of $9,560. That is the bill 
that has evoked these vaticinations of ruin. That is the bill that has 
called forth the Treasurer of the United States to the rescue. That is 
the amount that has caused my friend from New York to presume that 
a cyclone will sweep over the Democratic party in the next November 
elections. Sir, if I can not, upon the facts presented by the Treasury 
Department, defend this bill, I want it defeated. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman allow me a single question ? 

Mr. WILLIS. Yes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman has siated that the Treasurer is de- 
manding an increased force of clerks in the subtreasury and an increase 
of salaries. Will the establishment of this subtreasury at Louisville 
diminish the grounds for that demand ? 

Mr. WILLIS. I answer the gentleman that the subtreasury system 
is an entirety, and that if you have five clerks in Louisville it lessens 
the necessity for five clerks in Washington or New York. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It will not lessen the expense a clerk nor a dollar. 

Mr. WILLIS. And further, you can get the clerks cheaper in Lonis- 
ville than you can in and around your central cities. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I desire to call attention to the extraordinary con- 
dition of your mints and assay offices. Here is the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. What does he say? That to-day there are un- 
lawfully—that is the word—that to-day there are unlawfully in the 
mints and assay offices of the United States $148,000,000, and he says 
that there is no correct report made to him by the mint officers, and 
that he does not know to-day, officially, whether there is even one 
dollar in those mints and assay offices instead of $148,000,000. What 
further does he say? He says that they have relied for safety hereto- 
fore upon the police regulations of the cities in which subtreasuries are 
located. Upon that point he says: 

As a matter of fact, still further dependence is placed on the legal preservation 
of public order and the efficiency of local police, and confidence in such per- 
sonal, as distinguished from structural, means of safety seems fappily to have 
suffered no relax from serious disturbances of public order. Yet it may well be 
asked, should even this long immunity from popular violence be accepted as a 
guarantee against the future oceurrence of anything of the kind in large cities 
like New York, Philadelphia, and New Orleans? 

He could not to-day write that sentence. Since that was written 
riots have occurred in three of the subtreasury cities of the country. 

Ah, but the seultouen {Mr. HEwItTT] says we have a military force 
in New York. I would say to the gentleman that we have a military 
force in Louisville, organized and supported by leading citizens there, 
which has been in existence for several years. But is it prudent, even 
from this point of view, to pile up all our money in the city of Wash- 
ington or the city of New York? In view of the disturbances that 
have occurred, and in view of this statement made by the Director of 
the Mint, is it not prudent even from this point of view to distribute 
that money? Who does not know that a force of one thousand men 
could capture Washington to-day, even against the resistance of all the 
brigadier-generals and major-generals who sit around me? Yet the 
gentleman from New York says, “‘Go on; pile up your money here; 
pile it up in New York; you people of the West and South do not 
need it.”” He asks, ‘‘ What need is there for a subtreasury at Louis- 
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ville?’’ I say to him: Here isa petition signed by every bank in the 
city of Louisville, twenty-two in number, which declares that they 
need it for the transfer and exchange of silver; that they need it to pay 
the pensi*iers. One of the pension agencies is located there; they 
draw their checks on New York; they make mistakes; and, as they 
. State, the pensioners suffer. 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I do not expect to change the verdict 
which will be shortly recorded in favor of this bill. I rise chiefly to 
congratulate those eminent reformers on the other side of the House 
upon the tight command they have of their party. I call attention of 
the gentleman from Illinois to it, the leader of the House [Mr. Mor- 
RISON ]; I call the attention of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations [Mr. RANDALL]; I call 
the attention of the gentleman from Indiana[Mr. HOLMAN], the econo- 
mist; I call theattention toit of my friendand colleaguefrom New York, 
whom I always delight to honor[Mr. Hewitt]. How well, gentlemen, 
you hold your party in hand when there isa bill pending before the House 
to create a little more patronage for your party! Whereare those reso- 
lutions that you formulated at your last national convention and that 
you talked about so much before the people, pledging the reduction of 
public expenditure and the abolition of unnecessary offices? What do 
you propose to do with these places that you have made for the people, 
the dear people, whose money you would under no circumstances waste? 
Is this bill that is now pending, and is your action upon it to-day, an 
earnest of what your future policy will be in the matter of economy? 
Your Secretary of the Treasury has said that this expenditure is un- 
necessary. Hehas told you that $370,000,000 are to-day tied up and 
kept from circulation by this system of subtreasuries. He hastold you 
that in Cincinnati seven millions and more are held which can not 
get into circalation because of the subtreasury there; he has told you 
that there are ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen millions in Chicago, and I 
suppose twenty millions in New Orleans, and all because of this sub- 
treasury system. 

You stand here, some of you, saying that you want more currency; 
that prices are forced down on account of increase in the purchasing 
power of money. That is the argument you frequently use, yet you 
come in here to-day and, despite all the ‘‘oppression’’ of the people 
because they have not money enough, you propose, in violation of your 
pledges in convention and on the stump, to vote for a bill looking to the 
expenditure of $20,000, very likely $30,000 a year—and in the end half 
a million dollars for a public building—hecause there is a little patron- 
age involved in it for the Democratic party. 

Mr. WILLIS rose. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Through this bill you hope to be able to pacify the 
Democracy in the State of Kentucky. There is not enough of official 
patronage there to ‘‘ go round;’’ and this bill is brought in as a measure 
of relief, to provide more patronage to pacify the disaffected and the 
needy; and because certain Democrats on the other side appear as apolo- 
gists and defenders of this bill, the remainder of you will rush between 
the tellers and vote for it. [Laughter and applause. ] 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DUNHAM obtained the floor and said: I yield my time to the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock]. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I will now yield to the gentleman from Kentacky 
[Mr. WILLis] if he wants toask a question. As I said, Mr. Speaker, 
I do not take part in the discussion of this question with any expecta- 
tion of changing the result. I know that has already been determined. 
I know that on the other side of the Housea few men of national repu- 
tation as reformers will mouth their protestations briefly against this 
bill; but can it be that they are so shorn of influence, can it be that 
the premier, the king-maker, the very Warwick of the Democracy is so 
powerless as to be unable to stem this tide of extravagance? Can it be 
that our distinguished friend from Pennsylvania, with that great State 
at his back, is powerless to resist these encroachments, these raids upon 
the public Treasury? How many members from Indiana on the other 
side of the Hoyse will follow our friend from that State [[Mr. HoLMan]} 
in his vote against this bill? I shall watch the record with interest, 
for I hope you will give us a vote by yeasand nays. 1 want to see the 
following that our friend from Illinois [Mr. MorRIsoN] will have in 
his opposition to this measure. He is strong, very in national 
conventions, and I want to see in what estimation he is held by his col- 
leagues on this floor when in tame phrases he advises economy and 
urges that we should let the public Rrcstaed alone. I hope at least 
that the Democracy from the State of New York, for its own credit, will 
wheel into line under the leadership of my friend from New York [Mr. 
Hewitt]. : 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. You will do the same, will you not? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I answer no; I will not wheel into line under the 
leadership of my friend from New York. I thank Heaven that I am 
strong enough with my constituency to adopt my own policy, which 
will ever be to vote against bills of this character. It is unn 
for my friend from Kansas to insinuate that it is necessary for me to 
receive oracles from any other source than my own constituency, by 
virtue of whose warrant I hold a seat on this floor. 

Gentlemen on the other side have told us there is a “‘ silver lining ”’ 
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to this measure. My friend from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] has promptly 
replied that silver is already laid down at your doors free of expense 
for transportation. It has been pointed out here that this subtreasury 
system ties up money, keeps it out of circulation, and thus oppresses the 
people about whom we hearso much on this floor. But, notwithstand- 
ing all this, there are four or five offices to be created; there are some 
positions as keepers of public buildings; there are some people who wisi 
to sweep out and clean them; there is some petty patronage; and the 
distinguished chairman of the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, not 
satisfied with the passage of the river and harbor bill, misses nothing 
he wants this patronage; and almost as an amendment to that bill thi 
legislation is to be forced through the House. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TAULBEE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to be recognized long enough 
to ask the gentleman from New York a question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I desire to be recognized myself for that purpose 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. HISCOCK. Oh, yes, I suppose so. 

Mr. TAULBEE. The gentleman from New York seems to put th 
bill on the ground—— 

Mr. HISCOCK. I suppose if the questiori is asked me I shall have 
all the time I want in which to answer it. [Laughter and applause. | 

Mr. TAULBEE. I propose to yield to the gentleman such time as 
is accorded to me for the purpose of answering the question. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Then I will answer it. 

Mr. TAULBEE. The gentleman seems to put the merits of this bill 
on the ground of patronage. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Ground of what? 

Mr. TAULBEE. Of patronage. He has labored during the tin. 
allotted him to show the fact that the friends of this bill are induced 
to support it by the hope of getting places for Democrats. Now, if that 
is his argument and his position I desire to ask why it was on thie first 
day of this month he cast his vote against a resolution to investigate 
certain of his party friends who are receiving salaries from the Govern- 
ment and making no return therefor? I desire to know why he did so 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I do not know to what the gentleman 
refers. I can not tell that, but it is very possible I may have voted 
against aresolution to investigate my party friends. If I did, I will tell 
you one good reason I had for doing it. Inmy judgment the Democrats 
have on their hands enough to do in investigating their own party 
friends. [Laughter and applause.] Ifthe Democratic party will con- 
fine itself for the balance of the period it shall be in power to creating 
committees to investigate what they have done even up to date, ani to 
hold it in check for the future, it will have discharged its full duty to 
the people, and if it results in pure administration of the Democratic 
party it will accomplish much more than I expect of it. [Laughter 
and ans 

Mr. WILLIS. I demand the previous question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hopenot. [Criesof *‘ Vote!’ Vote!’’] 
the gentleman will yield to me for five minutes, 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman withdraw the demand for the 
previous question ? 

Mr. WILLIS. Yes; and I will yield for four and one-half minutes 
to the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, it is somewhat amusing to this side 
of the House, and I presume also to the country, to observe the mental 
agony and physical contortion exhibited by the gentlemen on the other 
side of the House while they are straining at this little gnat of Demo- 
cratic extravagance, notwithstanding the fact that for the past twenty- 
five years they have been swallowing tne huge camels of Repubjican 
wastefulness. [Laughter and applause.} When I came here i: the 
Forty-fourth Congress the Committee on Appropriations, under the 
leadership of the distingui tleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
RANDALL], began to reform abuses and to reduce .the enormous ex- 
penditures of the preceding years of Republican rule. During that 
Congress, while that effort was being made, the Republican members 
of this House stood as a solid phalanx and resisted every effort }o king 
to such reduction. 

I remember‘on one occasion I was on a conference committee \) hic! 
sat in the month of August for two weeks resisting efforts of th: Scn- 
ate and the Republican side of the House to increase one bil! to tx ¢x- 
tent of $5,000,000. 

I heard no protest then from the gentlemen on the other sive of the 
House against that extravagance or any word in favor of eurtailiny the 
expenses of Republican rale. But, sir, the Democratic party «3 then 
represented persisted in making these reductions and remaine:! here 
until the 15th of August for the purpose of securing the ace :u)lis!- 
ment of their object. During two yearsof that Congress we reduced the 
expenses of the Government over $60,000,000 below what they had been 
for the two years of the preceding Republican rale. During a!l this 
period there was no effort upon the part.of the gentlemen on the othe! 
side to te with us, but on the contrary they resisted every pro 
posed reduction in the unnecessary expenditure of the public money. 
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We were told then by the Republican leaders in this House that the 
Democratic party was endeavoring ‘‘ to starve the Government; ” that 
our proposed reductions would cripple the public service, if not destroy 
the Government outright. But we went forward and reduced expend- 
itures to the enormous extent to which I have already stated. ‘These 
reductions not only did not cripple or even embarrass the Government, 
but on the contrary they gave confidence and security to the country 
and increased power to the Democratic party. It was Democratic econ- 
omies that, opened the way to the resumption of specie payments, and 
made it possible for the Government to pass through that trying ordeal 
with safety and establish our financial stability. throughout this coun- 
try and the whole world. z : 

The gentlemen on the other side of the House discovered in the con- 
sular and diplomatic bill the other day a proposed increase of $800 in 
an item at the Turkish legation. This proposed increase in appropria- 
tions seemed to startle that whole side of the House at the extent of 
Democratic extravagance as exhibited by that item. And when the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. WILLIS], who is now anxious to get 
the question to a vote, proposed to supply the growing wants of a great 
region of country by establishing an additional subtreasury in Louis- 
ville, gentlemen on the other side resist the proposition and assert that 
it is another evidence of Democratic extravagance. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WILLIS. I demand the previous question upon the engross- 
ment and third reading of the bill. 
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‘The previous question was ordered. 


The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 102, 


noes 38. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
i , it was accordingly read the third time. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Upon the passage of the bill I demand the yeas 


being 


and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 158, nays 62, not 


voting 102; as follows: 


YEAS—158, 

Anderson, J. A. Ely, ~ Markham, Singleton, 
Arnot, . Farquhar, Martin, Skinner, 
Barksdale, Felton, Maybury, Smalls, 
Barnes, Forney, McCreary, StahInecker, 
Barry, Frederick, McKenna, Steele, 
Bayne, Fuller, MeMillin, Stephenson, 
Blanchard, Gay. Merriman, Stewart, Charles 
Bland, Geddes, Milliken, St. Martin, 
Boutelle, Gibson, C. I. Mills, Stone, W. J., Ky. 
Brady, Glass, Moffatt, Stone, W. J., Mo. 
Breckinridge, WCP.Glover, ° Morgan, Struble, 
Brown, C. EF. Goff, - Morrill, Swinburne, 
Burrows, Green, W. J. Morrow, Symes, 
Bynum, Guenther, Murphy, Tarsney, 
Cabell, Hail, Neat, Taulbee, 
Caldwell, Halsell, Nelson, Taylor, J. M. 
Campbel!l,Felix §Hanback, O'Donnell, Taylor, Zach. 
oa J.M. Harris, O’ Ferrall, Thompson, 

b Hatch, O'Neill, Charles ‘Tillman, 
=, ee ° Neill, J. J. nen, 

‘lemen eard, wen, Trigg, 

Cobb, Henderson, D.B. Peel, i 
Compton, — — — cece 

. Try, an Schaick, 
Conger, , Hopkins, Pettibone, Wade, 
Cosmet, aoe ——- ae ‘ 

: umb, ‘ait, 
Culberson, Jackson, Price, Wakefield, 
Cutcheon, Johnson, F, A. Reagan, Ward, T. B. 
Davidson, A. C. Johnston, J.T. Reese, Weaver, A. J. 
a , RH. M. sa D. een Weaver, J. B. 

ones, J. H. togers, Weber, 
Diuble g a, —" White ti 
yan, hite, Milo 
Pons Kleiner, P Sadler, Whiting, 
y oon, er, Willis, 
‘ La Follette, Sevgeaale, Wolford, 
Dunkam, Laird, Susans, Woodburn. 
Lanham, Seymour, 
Ellsberry, Lovering, Shaw, ° 
NAYS—62. 
G.E, Dargan Holman Rice, 
Allen, C. H. Davenport, James, ‘ Riggs, 
Anderson, C. M. Dockery, Kelley, Rowell, 
Barbour, Eden, Landes, Seney, 
Beach, Ermentrout, araan, Sowden, 
Bingham foun % Millard Seteee: 
. . Springer, 
Bound, Foran, , oe Strait, 
Ford, orrison Swope, 
Breckinridge, C.F. Green, B.S. Neece, ; Thomas, 0. B. 
Brown W.W. ioaiiind Payne — 
WwW. yne, urner, 
Buek, Hayden, ° Payson Wilson, 
Cowles’ ans Randall, | Worthington. 
Cox, iscock,” Reid, J. W 
NOT VOTING—102. 
Adams, J.J. » Ballentine, Brumm Butterworth, 

—, uM. * Belmont, Buchanan, Campbell, J. E. 
Allen, J. Bliss, Bunnell, Campbell, T. J. 
—" Blount, Burleigh, Carleton, 

Boyle, Burnes, Caswell, 
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Henderson, T. J. Mahoney, Seott, 
Cole, Henley, Matson, Snyder, 
Collins, Hepburn, McAdoo, Spriggs, 
Crain, Herbert, McComas, Stewart, J. W. 
Croxton, Hill, McKinley, Stone, E. F. 
Curtin, Hires, Mitchell, Storm, 
Daniel, Holmes, Muller, Taylor, E. B. 
Dingley, Houk, Negley, Taylor, lL. H 
Dunn, Hutton, Norwood, Thomas, J. lt. 
Evans, Irion, O’ Hara, Viele, 
Findlay, King, Osborne, Ward, J. HI. 
Fisher, Lawler, Outhwaite, Warner, A. J 
Funston, Le Fevre, Parker, Warner, William 
Gallinger, Lehlbach, Peters, Wellborn, 
Gibson, Eustace Libbey, Phelps, West, 
Gilfillan, Lindsley, Pideock, White, A.C 
Grosvenor, Little, Pirce, Wilkins 
Hale, Long, Ranney, Winans 
Harmer, Lore, Robertson, Wise. 
Hemphill, Louttit, Rockwell, 
Henderson, J.S. Lowry, Sayers, 


So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. HAMMOND, by unanimous consent the reading 

of the names was dispensed with. 

The following gentlemen were announced as being paired until fur- 
ther notice: 

Mr. HitLwith Mr. BAKER. 

Mr. ROBERTSON with Mr. GALLINGER. 

Mr. ARNOT with Mr. Lona. 

Mr. MITCHELL with Mr. Ike H. TAYLor. 

Mr. HENLEY with Mr. LITTLE. 

Mr. MULLER with Mr. HouKk. 

Mr. WINANS with Mr. GROSVENOR. 

Mr. NorRwoop with Mr. GILFILLAN. 

Mr. BoYLe with Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. 

Mr. Lowry with Mr. McComas. 

Mr. Prpcock with Mr. McKINLEY. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE with Mr. PARKER. 

Mr. CurTIN with Mr. NEGLEY. 

Mr. TARSNEY with Mr. CASWELL. 

Mr. Jones, of Alabama, with Mr. BuRLEIGH. 

Mr. CARLETON with Mr. HOLMEs. 

Mr. CoLE with Mr. THomas, of Illinois. 

Mr. Greson, of West Virginia, with Mr. Prince. 

Mr. BuRNES with Mr. BUCHANAN. 

Mr. CRAIN with Mr. STEWART, of Vermont. 

Mr. VIELE with Mr. Hires, until Tuesday next. 

The following gentlemen were announced as being paired for to-day: 

Mr, WISE with Mr. DINGLEY. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina, with Mr. OSBORNE. 

Mr. LAWLER with Mr. WEsrt. 

Mr. ERMENTROUT with Mr. HARMER. 

Mr. WARD, of Illinois, with Mr. Lrppey. 

Mr. Dorsey with Mr. CroxTon. 

Mr. KING with Mr. EvVANs, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. LE FEVRE with Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. 

Mr. MATSON with Mr. Scorrt, on this vote. 

Mr. WILKINS with Mr. BUTTERWORTH, on this vote. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, with Mr. RocKWELL, on this vote. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. WILLIS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion awas agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, the title I suppose of this bill has 
not been adopted, and upon that subject I want to observe, before the 
debate is closed, that the leaders on the other side of the House, and 
especially the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Hiscock], do not seem 
to have been able to control the votes of that side of the House any bet- 
ter or to any greater effect than the leaders on this have done. Honors, 
therefore, seem to be easy, and I trust the gentleman from New York 
will remember this fact in his forthcoming canvass in New York. 

The SPEAKER. There is nothing before the House for discussion. 

Mr. HISCOCK. ‘The gentleman from Illinois having been allowed 
to make that remark, I ought to have the privilege of responding. I 
desire to state to the gentleman from Illinois that he always does well 
when he acts upon his own individual promptings and not from the 
inspirations of others. But what is a more shameless sight than for 
the Democracy with 40 majority in this House [cries of ‘‘ Regular or- 
der!’?} to charge any responsibility for this legislation upon this side of 
the House? [Loud cries of ‘‘ Regular order!’’] You organized the 
House, and you have 40 majority, and you are responsible for its legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. WILLIS. What is before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. There is no question as to the title of the bill. 

Mr. WILLIS. Then I demand the regular order. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that they 
had examined and found duly enrolled a bill of the following title; when 
the Speaker signed the same, namely: 

A bill (H. R. 1361) granting a pension to Nira D. Gwynne. 


















































ea A Mie ON klar 


Cae 


iene Fp tig ct. 42 






ae ees 


es 


phe CAGES HONEA TI ms HY 


455 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





INDIAN COMMISSION. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now call up for consideration the bill providing 
for the appointment of an Indian commission. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the title of the bill called up 
by the gentleman from Indiana. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. RB. 6973) to peeette for the appointment of a commission to inspect 
and report on the condition of Indians, Indian affairs, and for other purposes. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana has twelve minutes 
of his hour remaining, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I propose only te occupy a moment to call the at- 
tention of the House to the fact already mentioned that this bill has been 
prepared by the Interior Department under the Secretary of the Interior; 
that in pursuance of the policy announced by the President touching 
India matters in his last annual message, the bill contemplates the ap- 
pointment ofacommission, detailed from the Army and the Interior De- 
partment, to adjust the entire Indian question so far as the relations of 
the Indians to the land are concerned and the manner in which it shall 
be held. 

The measure would seem to be almost indispensable as a preliminary 
proceeding in the adjustment of the relation which the Indians are to 
occupy in future to the lands, and the manner in which they shall be 
held, and the extent to which those lands shall be held by the Govern- 
ment in trust and disposed of for the benefit of the Indians. 

This commission of course would supersede the commission already 
provided in connection with the Chippewa lands of Minnesota and the 
Indian lands in the northern portion of Montana. This commission 
would supersede that one, inasmuch as the creation of that commission 
is left discretionary with the Secretary of the Interior. It would also 
obviate the necessity for the commission proposed by the bill for the 
organization of the Territory of Oklahoma. 

It is believed by those having charge of Indian matters that the de- 
tails provided for by the bill will result imthe creation of a better com- 
mission than if it were to be appointed from civil life: I believe I have 
nothing further to add at this time. There are quite a number of 
amendments pending, someof which are entirely satisfactory, and others 
of which may be offered. Lf I have any time left I reserve it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has five minutes remaining. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I would be very glad if the House would consent, 
inasmuch as the subject I presume is well , thatany amend- 
ments to be offered may be offered at once, and thén that the previous 
question shall be allowed on the bill and pending amendment. 

TheSPEAKER. When the bill was formerly under consideration it 
was postponed by the House until to-day. Thequestion then pending 
was on the motion of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hotman] for 
the previous question on the bill and pending amendments. A quorum 
not having voted, the gentleman from Indiana and the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. WEAVER] were appointed tellers. 

Mr. WEAVER, oflowa. I hope the gentleman will not call the pre- 
vious question, as important amendments will be offered to the bill, 
which will involve necessarily a good deal of discussion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that by consent before the 
postponement of the bill a large number of amendments were sent up 
to be printed in the Recorp. They are not pending unless it shall be 
agreed they shall be so considered; but there were some amendments, 
all that were allowed by the rules, actually ing. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think it was understood that by unanimous con- 
sent al] the amendments sent up were to be considered as actually 

nding. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair finds by an examination of the REcorD 
that a quorum not having voted on the demand for the previous ques- 
tion thé gentleman from Indiana did not insist on farther count, and 
the previous question was not ordered. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. I had offered an amendment to the text of the 
bill which was pending by agreement between the gentleman from In- 
diana and myself. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think it was understood by unanimous consent 
that all amendments might be submitted and understood as pending. 
If there is any doubt about it I will make that request now. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana asks that all the 
amendments offered heretofore be considered as pending. Is there ob- 
jection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

Mr. HOLMAN. And all other amendments that are germane to the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] had 
offered an amendment to the first section. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I understand there has been no limitation 
to the debate. 

The SPEAKER. There has not been thus far. The first question is 
on the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] to 
the first section. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

In line 4. after the word “ ” ry ” : 

“That the Prcetdent of the Daina iidies tn ad ie ish meena 
directed to appoint a commission.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Is it in order to move an amendment to this bill ? 


so that it will 
the 
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The SPEAKER. By the consent of the House just given, the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. SprinceRr]} can send up his amendment ani 
it will be considered as pending, 

Mr. SPRINGER. I donot desire to interfere with the amendments 
already sent up; but I want to move at the time to strike out 
the sixth section of the bill, and to add as a new section what I send 
to the desk. 

The Clerk read the following amendment proposed by Mr. Hoi: 


In line 6, section 1, fill the blank with the word “ major;”’ sothat it will read 
“To consist of six persons, three of whom shall be detailed from the officers 0: 
the Army not below the rank of major.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read the following amendment proposed by Mr. Dors:y: 


In section 1, lines7 and 8, strike out the words “appointed from civil life or.» 
read: ** Who shall report to the Secretary of the Interior for duty, 
members to be detailed from officers in the service of the Departme: 


of the Interior." 


Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, the bill as it now stands provides {or 


a detail of three Army officers of a grade not lower than that of a major, 
the other three commissioners to be appointed from civil life or detailed 


from the Interior Department. The proposition of the gentleman from 
Nebraska is to strike out the power to select from civil life, so that the 


commissioners would be detailed either from the Army or from the In- 


terior Department. 

Now I think that, as a matter of fact, it will be found desirable to 
make the detail of the three civilians from the Interior Department 
It is quite manifest that a very proper appointment would be that of 


the Commissioner of Indian Affairs as a member of this commission, 
but still it might occur that some gentlemen 
the position and not connected with the Indian 


iarly adapted to 
rtment might be 
, in which event it seems to me desirable that the power of 


the President to go outside of the Department ought to be retained. 


Mr. DORSEY. Mr. Speaker, in view of the explanationof the gent|e- 


man from Indiana I withdraw my amendment. 


Mr. CUTCHEON. Mr. Speaker, when this bill was under consider- 


ation before I offered an amendment to the first section, which wil! be 


found in the RecorD, and which I ask to have reported. 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


The President of the United Siates be,and he is hereby, authorized to reor- 


ganize the board of Indian commissioners, so as to make it to consist of seven per- 


sons, two of whom a be detailed from the officers of the Army, who shal! re- 
postte the Secretary of the Interior for duty, the other members to be appoint «| 
rom the existing board, from civil life, or detailed from officers in the service 
of the Department of the Interior, And when said board of Indian commis- 


sioners shall be so appointed, the organization and functions of the present 


cease and determine. It shall be the duty 
of the said reorganized board of Indian commissioners to perform all duties 
heretofore intrusted to and performed by the board of Indian commisioners 
and they shall all goods and supplies purchased for the Indian service 
and advise the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in rd tothe purchase of such 
goetesnd It shall also be the duty of com ers, under the 

irection of Secretary of the Interior, to inspect from time to time, as lie 
may require, the condition of the Indians of the various tribes and bands on 
the different reservations under the care, control, or jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment is equivalent toa motion to strike 
out the first section and insert what has been read, and before that can 
be Stopoeet of all the amendments to the text of the first section must 
be di of. 

The Clerk will report the first amendment to the first section. 

The Clerk read the amendment [proposed by Mr. CowLeEs] as {o!- 
lows: 

Strike out in lines 7 and 8 the words“ appointed from civil life or.”’ 


Mr. COWLES. Mr. Speaker, that amendment proposed by me is in 
effect very eae Oe same as the one proposed by the gentleman from 
Nebraska [Mr. Dorsey], but it goes further. It proposes to strikeout 
the provision for the appointment and the appropriation for the payment 
of the and expenses of the persons to be chosen from civil life. 
Now, sir, I do not see the necessity of selecting from civil life to 
be appointed on this commission. I think that officers in the Interior 
Department who have charge of Indian affairs, and officers in the Army 
who are brought in contact with Indians on the frontier, and who, in 
the execution of their duties, become familiar with the working of the 
it in relation to the Indians, should know more of these mat- 

ters than any civilians, and be better adapted to service on this com- 
mission. they arealready in the pay of the Government, 
and no additional expenditure will be required except for their trave!- 
ing if even that be necessary. This amendment, therefore, 
is in line of economy, for I do not see the necessity of creating new 
offices for the purpose of this commission. With regard to the policy 
of the commission itself I have nothing to say. My learned and dis- 
tinguished friend from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] is very familiar wit! 
all ects ap, to the Indians, but I do not see the need o! 
'y from civil life upon the commission when we have 

men who are already in the employ of the Government receiving rez\'- 
lar olen eae Se Se paton this duty as well as any man that 


. WEAVER, of lowa. Mr. Speaker, I can not agree with the re- 
marks of the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr.Cow xs]. This bill 
one. powers conferred upon 
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ering any officer of the Government, unless it may be officersofthe Army, 
whose duties may enable them to devote a large portion of their time 
to carrying out the purpose of the commission. 

Let me now call attention of the House to one provision of this bill, 
and let me ask whether officers of the Government who now have any- 
thing to do can possibly carry out the labors imposed upon them under 
this bill? 

In section 2 itis provided that it shall be their duty in making such 
inspection to ascertain and report in detail as to the exact condition and 
needs of the Iudians; what steps are necessary to be taken on behalf of 
the Government to improve their situation in the direction of their sel f- 
support and complete civilization; what, if any, of the reservations may 
be reduced in area, and what portion thereof, not needed for Indian oc- 
cupation, may be held by the Government in trust forthe Indians hav- 
ing title thereto by law or treaty, and disposed of for their benefit; what, 
ifany, Indians may, with their consent, be removed to other reserva- 
tions, with a view to their concentration, and the sale, on their behalf 
and for their benefit, of their abandoned reservations; what, if any, 
lands reserved by executive orders for Indian occupation are no longer 
needed for such purpose and may be restored to the public domain; 
what Indian lands now held in common should be allotted in severalty, 
the quantity to be allotted to heads of families, unmarried adults, or- 
phans, or others, and what, if any, Indians are not provided with or 
located upon reservations or lands which may be patented to them; what 
is the exact number of Indians belonging to each tribe or band, the ex- 
tent to which they are civilized and engaged in industrial pursuits, and 
what occupation is best suited to their circumstances and surroundings; 
whether they should be furnished with implements of agriculture or 
stock, and of whatkind; in what cases and to what extent the support 
of the Government should be withdrawn; in what manner the annuities 
or other fands appropriated or payable by the United States to the In- 
dians under existing treaties and laws should be expended to insure the 
greatest and most permanent benefit to them; wherein and in what 
manner the present plans of procuring and distributing Indian supplies 
should be changed; the conduct and fitness of the several Indian agents 
and agency employés; the number, kind, and qualification of employés 
required for the proper conduct of the service ateach agency and on each 
reservation; where schools should be established or discontinued; the 
relative efficiency of the Indian reservation schools as compared with 
those Indian training schools not on reservations; the best plans and 
methods for accomplishing the educational and industrial training of 
the Indian youth and to make such training effective for their self-sup- 
port; in what manner and to what extent the Indians upon the reser- 
vations can be placed under the protection of our laws and subjected to 
their penalties, and which, if any, Indians should be invested with the 
rights of citizenship; the extent to which the Indian reservations are 
occupied or intruded upon by unauthorized persons, and the best methods 
for correcting this evil, and to prevent the introduction upon Indian res- 
ervations or the sale to Indians of intoxicating liquors, and of arms 
and ammunition to such tribes or bands whose facilities for procuring 
such things should be further restricted. 

Now, these multifariousand complicated duties can not be performed 
by anybody who has anything to do now. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Every line is a grant of power. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The Secretary of the Interior is compelled to re- 
main in his office from 10 in the morning till 4 in theafternoon. What 
time has he to spare for the discharge of these important duties? What 
time has any officer in that Department to devote to the distribution 
of lands in severalty among these Indians? How can they know how 
many Indians are upon a reservation unless they go there and count 
them ? 

Mr. COWLES. Does not the bill provide for the appointment of a 
portion only of the commission from the civil service of the Govern- 
ment, the Department of the Interior, and of those now holding office ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COWLES. And a portion¢rom the military arm of the Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir; and that is what I am opposing. 

Mr. COWLES. The gentleman can submit an amendment to strike 
out that part of it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If weare to have acommission, let us appoint per- 
sons who will have time to discharge the duties imposed upon them; 
for I undertake to say that the commission appointed under this bill, 
if they fully execute its provisions, will have more business to do than 
any officer of the Government could attend to in addition to those 
which he is now called upon to discharge under the law. 

This commission must go in person to each Indian reservation in order 
to treat with the various tribes. You can not bring the Indians to 
Washington for this purpose; you must go on the various reservations 
and count them and learn their qualifications for particular pursuits; 
you must learn what lands of their own can be allotted in severalty, and 
how many of the heads of the Indian families are willing to take their 
lands in severalty. These are questions which necessarily require the 
presence of the commission at every Indian reservation and among every 
tribe throughout the broad expanse of this country. You can not other- 
wise dea] with the question. 
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Mr. COWLES. Does the gentleman propose this to be a resident 
commission ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. No, sir; but I propose that it shall be a commis- 
sion which can in the very nature of things discharge the duties fo, 
which it is created, and those duties will require them, instead of being 
a resident commission, to travel and acquaint themselves with the con- 
dition of each of the various Indian tribes on the reservations and deal 
with them individually and separately; and any other system of deal- 
ing with them will prove absolutely ineffectual. 

Mr. COWLES. Is not the only use, or very nearly the only‘use—and 
I thank Providence for it—of the Army officers to locate them upon the 
frontier where the very nature of their duties is such as to familiarize 
them with the condition of the Indians and their wants? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Iam entirely willing, as I have already stated, io 
have some Army officers, if deemed proper, detailed for the service. | 
do not want this commission to be an extravagant one, but I want it 
to be able to accomplish the objects for which it is created; and if the 
presence of Army officers will be beneficial in that direction, and they 
can be spared from their duties in connection with the Army, I think 
it would be well to select some for that purpose. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. PETERS. I wish to ask, Mr. Speaker, if it would be in order 
to offer an amendment at this time ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MCMILLIN in the chair). The 
Chair is informed that two amendments are pending, and an amend- 
ment now could only be offered and read for information in the time 
of the gentleman from Kansas. It can be read, to be considered at the 
proper time. 

Mr. PETERS. Then I offer the amendment I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Amend by striking out,in line 5, the word “three” and inserting “two; 
and also, in lines 8 and 9, by striking out the words * or detailed from officers in 
the service of the Department of the Interior.” 


Mr. PETERS. I think, Mr. Speaker, that Army officers are not 
usually conversant with the character of administrative affairs that will 
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this bill, its object, its spirit, 
and its intent. Army officers are nct, as « rule, experienced in the ad- 
ministration of subjects connected with civil affairs. Their duties as 
Army officers, their lives, and their training preclude the idea of their 
being fully conversant with civil affairs and civil government. 

One of the objects of this bill, as I understand it, is to obtain infor- 
mation upon which legislation may be based in the future, and that 
information is of such a character that it will require the services of 
those who are familiar not only with Indian affairs and with the man- 
agement of the Indians, as well as the policy pursued by the Gov- 
ernment in relation to them during the past year, but also familiar 
with all matters and things connected with the public domain, with 
Indian treaties, as well as with the rights of the Indians under these 
various treaties. Now, I think it will not be contended that an Army 
officer who has been educated at West Point and has performed nothing 
but military duty for years and years can be supposed to be familiar 
with Indian treaties, with the management of Indians, and the policy 
of the Government in connection therewith during the past year. 
Aside from this, I think it is bad policy to provide that three of this 
commission shall be appointed from the Army, because all of us who 
are conversant with the social features connected with Army life and 
with Army officers know that these three officers would in almost every 
instance meet together in their views and ideas and stand together, and 
they would then have an even division of the commission upon any 
question that might come up. I therefore think it would be essential 
that the Army officers to be represented upon the commission should 
be in the minority. 

I think, then, in relation to those selected from the Interior Depart- 
ment, that the amendment should prevail. I do not believe such 
provision as is socontemplated would be wise. I think it requires some- 
thing more than a mere knowledge of the clerical routine necessary in 
the management of the Interior Department to treat intelligently the 
subject-matter involved here. The man whois familiar with the books 
and ledgers and methods of keeping the accounts of the Indian Depart- 
ment is not the man who has ordinarily the breadth of view and know!- 
edge of Indian affairs sufficient to treat intelligently with the questions 
presented to this commission by this bill. 1 believe that four of the 
members of the commission should be drawn from civil life, should be 
drawn from those who are conversant with the Indian treaties, should 
be taken from those who are conversant with Indian affairs, should be 
taken from those who have a knowledge of the relations the Indians sus- 
tain to our public domain; and I think, therefore, my amendment 11 
relation to this provision of the bill should be adopted. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. BAKER. In connection with the work to be done by this com- 
mission it is important for us to consider that they have, as has bee! 
stated by the gentleman from Iowa, very large powers conferred upon 
them. In the first place I desire to call the attention of the House to 
the fact that they are invested with these powers and charged with the 
duties assigned to them entirely under the direction of the Secretary 0! 
the Interior. By section 2 they are charged with investigating acd 
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reporting upon fifteen different subjects relating to the Indian question. 
These will necessarily require the judgment and experience of men of 
far more than ordinary ability. ' ‘ , : 

It seems to me the proposition of the first section to constitute this 
commission by detailing three from the Army and three from the De- 

ent of the Interior, or to be appointed from civil life, is well cal- 

culated to meet the necessities of this important trust. The fifteen 
subjects with which they will be charged, and which they will be called 
upon to investigate, are very important. Attention has been called to 
one by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SprivcER}, but there are 
other questions of equal importance here specified. ' 

At the very outset we find that their first duty is “to inspect, ascer- 
tain, and report as to the condition and needs of the Indians 

Secondly, they are to ascertain and report— 





What steps are necessary to be taken on behalt of the Government toimprove | 


their circumstances in the direction of their self-.upport and complete civiliza- 
tion. 

With those questions met, the progress of the Indians in the direction 
of their civilization and self-support is assured, and the Indian problem 
is practically solved. ee #053 

The duty of the commission is also to investigate and to report as 
to— 

What if any of the reservations may be reduced in area. 

Now it must be remembered that we have in existence in the Indian 
Territory five civilized tribes, embracing a population of 65,000 persons, 
whose interestsare secured by express treaty stipulations under laws of 
Congress. This bill contemplates that their rights and interests shall 
be protected, and provides that no action shall be taken and no recom- 
mendation made by this commission which shall have any effect until 
it is ratified by Congress. In that respect the bill is well guarded, and 
I think commends itself to every person who would deal justly by the 
Indian problem, and who would accord full protection to the rights of 
the Government of the United States as regards the public domain. 

In the third section the commissioners are charged with certain duties. 
They are charged with the duty of negotiating with the Indians with 
a view to the adoption of certain plans for the betterment of their con- 
dition. ‘These are important duties, and I think should be confided 
only to men of the very highest and best ability. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ROGERS. The remarks just delivered almost supersede the 
necessity for what I was about to say. This bill is a departure from 
the past and the present Indian policy. Ifit has any merit, it is in the 


fact that it is a departure; for nothing has fallen so far short of deal- | 


ing with any public question as the policy heretofore with reference to 
the Indians. 

I differ widely both with my friend from Kansas [Mr. Prrers]} and 
my friend from North Carolina[Mr.Cow Les]. The observations of the 
first proceed upon the theory that in the Interior Department existsa 
supernumerary corps of clerks who are capable of discharging the im- 
portant duties of commission. If that be true, my friend should 
commend the fact to the Civil Service Committce of the House and have 
these parties gotten rid of. 

But if the ure in the Indian policy contemplated by this bill 
is to be successfully carried into execution, it ought not to be put under 
the control of those men who have been schooled and drilled in the 
narrow channels of the past precedents and practices which have hith- 
erto governed the Department of the Interior in dealing with this broad 
and important question. In other words, whoever may be selected to 
serve upon this commission ought to be free from all these precedents 
and practices. They ought whe men of broad, general, and compre- 
hensive views and with the courage of conviction to carry out such 
policies as may be found necessary in dealing practically with the In- 
dian question. ‘Then upon the other hand if we were to look this coun- 
try over in all of its sections perhaps we would not find any class of 
more capable of discharging the important duties connected with 
a ee. like this than are numbers of the Army officers in this 
country. 

There is scarcely one of these men of any importance in rank who has 
had any considerable length of service who has not been brought in 
contact with almost every Indian reservation throughout this broad 
land. Among that number will be found many of the best-advised and 
the best-informed men, and notonly that, but men of the highest charac- 
ter and of the moral courage, administrative capacity, and ex- 
ecutive ability. So that this commission when formed will come from 
both branches of the service; the one schooled in practical affairs in 
dealing with the Indians, and the other coming from the great civil ranks 
of life, where may be found the men best qualified to deal, in conjunction 
with the Army officers, with this important matter. 

_Therefore I say I agree fully with the committee which reported this 
bill upon that aspect of it, and acquiesce fully in the observations just 
delivered by the gentleman from New York {Mr. BAKER}. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. When this bill was before under consideration I 
offered an amendment in the nature of a substitute for the first section. 
It aff the of the commission, and leaves its duties 

as are here. It adds to those duties certain duties be- 
at the present time to the board of Indian commissioners. As 


| ing board is nota paid body. 
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is well known to every member of the House, we have now, and have 
had since 1869, a board of Indian commissioners, consisting of ten. 
The duties of the board of Indian commissioners were first defined 
by an executive orderof President Grant, under date of June 3, 1869. 
At that time they were almost as comprehensive as the duties which are 
imposed upon the proposed commission by this bill; but the duties of 
the board, as defined at the present time, will be found in the appropri- 
ation bill for the Indian service for the year 1883, and are as follows: 


And hereafter the commission shall only have power to visit and inspect 
agencies and other branches of the Indian service and to inspect goods pur- 
chased for said service; and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall consult 
with the commissioners on the purchase of supplies. The commission shall re- 


port their doings to the Secretary of the Interior 

In accordance with this law, the board of Indian commissioners have 
made their annual reports, two of which I now holdin my hand, two 
reports for the years 1883 and 1884. Now itseems tome wholly unnec- 
essary to have both these boardsof Indian commissioners. The exist- 
It is composed of eminent gentlemen, who 
give their services, their expenses being paid by the Government. I 
have, therefore, by the substitute or amendment that has been read 
from the desk, proposed to annex the present duties of the existing 
board, inspecting agencies and inspecting and reporting upon supplies, 
to the duties enumerated by the pending bill. 

As to the organization of the commission, as proposed in my substi- 
tute it differs from that proposed by the committee only in this: Fore- 
seeing that a commission composed of any even number might find them- 
selves in the same condition that our supreme court in the State of Mich- 
igan sometimes finds itself, evenly divided, I have provided for an odd 
namber, whether it be five or seven I do not care; I have not used the 
word ‘‘shall,’’ or made it mandatory upon the President to appoint any 
particular number of the members of the commission from civil life or 
from the Army. 1 do not care whether he takes two or three of them 


| from the Army, but I am quite satisfied that they ought to bea minority 
| of the commission. 


I think the majority ought to be frem civil life. I 
am very positive about that. 

I agree with the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. WEAVER] and the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. BAKER] that this bill is anew departure 
of a most important character. It coversthe entire Indian question in 
regard to tribal relations, in regard to education, in regard to lands in 
severalty—every important question which enters into what we call 
the Indian problem is here included and placed in the hands of these 
commissioners, making them, not omnipotent, but exceedingly poten- 
tial in dealing with all these matters. 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. CANNON was recognized and yielded to Mr. CuTCHEON. 

Mr.CUTCHEON. Ithank the gentleman. A few words, and [shall 
have done. There is no need of both these boards. Either we should 
extend the powers of the existing commission or else wipe them out. 

My substitate proposes toconsolidate the powers of these two boards, 
to wipe out, if you please, the powers of the present commissioners, and 
to add their present limited jurisdiction to the broader jurisdiction pro- 
posed to be conferred by the pending bill. I trust that something like 
this will be done. We have had enough crossing of Jines on this Indian 
question; we should have no more of it. Let us consolidate these 
powers. Let us make one commission, composed of eminent men, in 
part of men from the Army who have been brought in practical contact 
with the Indian tribes and understand Indian character, and in part 


| of men from civil life who are able to comprehend the law and the 


treaties and the general bearings of the Indian question. I think that 
a part of the commission, also, but a small part, ought to come from 
the Interior Department, because there are men there whose familiarity 
with these questions for long years would enable them to understand 
more readily than others the scope and the relations of the different 
subjects involved. 

Such a commission would meet the exigencies of the case, but I trust 
that we shall not have a commission composed of an even number of 
members, nor a commission the majority of whose members shall be 
taken from the Army. Let us have a commission composed of an odd 
number, with more than one-half of its members taken from civil life, 
and let us consolidate in its hands all these powers. Then we shall 
have unity and uniformity of action, no clashing, no collision, and we 
shall doubtless secure satisfactory results. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Do you not think that an experienced 
clerk from the Interior Department would be all that the commission 
would need from that quarter ? 

Mr. CUTCHEON. It has occurred to me that one of the heads of 
divisions, a man familiar with these Indian questions, should be taken. 
I think there should be at least one member of the commission from 
the Interior Department, and some from the Army, but the body of the 
commission should be composed of eminent citizens taken from civil life. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Speaker, I regard this bill as one of 
the most important bills that is now before Congress, and I hope it will 
pass; but on account of its importance I think we can not be too careful 
in guarding all its provisions and making it such a law as will prob- 
ably give satisfaction to the country in shaping and determining the 
Indian policy of the government. I differ with my friend from In- 
diana [Mr. HoLMAN] in regard to the necessity of any portion of this 
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commission coming from the Interior 





ent. He says that the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs or the Secretary of the Interior might 


well be a member of the commission. Now the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs and the Secretary of the Interior would have to pass upon 
the work of the commission. 

Whatever practical measures the commission proposed would go into 
the hands of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of the 
Interior and would be passed upon by them, meeting either their ap- 
proval or their disapproval. Again, so far as those two officers are con- 
cerned, they have the opportunity now, and it is their duty, to look 
into these matters, and doubtless the Commissioner on many occasions 
may visit the reservations and the country of the Indians, and can do 
so without the necessity of being a member of this commission. 

I do not think that any clerk or head of a bureau or any other officer 
in the Interior Department should be a member ef this commission. I 
believe it is wisely proposed to make this a mixed commission of officers 
of the Army and of gentlemen {rom civil life; but if in forming this 
commission you are to discard one or the other of these classes, it would 
be in my judgment far wiser to discard the gentlemen from vivil life 
than to dispense with officers of the Army. One gentleman who has 
spoken discredits the executive ability and fitness of officers of the 
Army for the duties of this commission. I think no greater error could 
be committed. We have in the Army officers who, throughout long 
lives, have been in constantcontact with the Indians, and are eminently 
suited to conduct negotiations with them. 

Apart from their experience, derived from their long contact with 
Indian affairs, there is another reason which, in my judgment, makes 
them more suitable for the duties of this commission than gentlemen 
from civil life, although I believe a portion of this commission should 
be appointed from civil life. The fact is notorious throughout the 
whole extent of our Indian border that the Indians have contidence in 
the officers of the Army and have very little confidence in men from 
civil life who have been sent to negotiate or work with them. That 
has been the general experience in this country. And there is good 
reason for the feeling of the Indians in this matter. They have found 
that the officers of the Army have dealt with them fairly and squarely 
on all occasions, while they have been too often plundered by men from 
civil life who have been sent to transact business with them. 

The point made by the gentleman last on the floor that a preponder- 
ance of the members of this commission should be from civil life, and 
that there should be an odd number of members, is not, I think, well 
taken. The finding of this commission is not to have any binding force, 
but is simply to be reported to Congress and passed upon by it. If 
there should be six members of this commission, and they should be 
equally divided in opinion, Congress, when it came to consider the re- 
port, could determine which was right and which was wrong. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. My friend will allow me to interrupt him 
to call his attention to the proviso of the third section— 


That no such arrangement thus made which involves the change of any ex- 
isting treaty or law shall be binding or operative until ratified by Congress. 


It thus appeass that everything else can be done by this commission 
without ratification by Congress. That is oneof the extraordinary and 
dangerous powers conferred by the bill. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I do not understand that any recommen- 
dation which this commission might make would become law unless 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. But it need not be approved by Congress. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ROGERS obtained the floor and said: I yield my time to the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. THrockmorTon ]. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope my friend from Texas will observe the lan- 
guage of the third section: 

All such arrangements as may be thus made and Lagpnet upon to be réported 


to the Secretary of the —_ — may, , approve them in 
whole orin part: Provided, such t thus made which involves 
the change of any existing homens law shall binding or operative until rati- 


fied by 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. That refers only to the ‘‘ arrange- 
ments ’’ to be made under the third section. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It refers toall the powers of action confided to this 
commission, and those are all embraced in this section. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Under this bill, would not the Secretary 
of the Interior, on the recommendation of this commission, or even with- 
out it, be authorized to remove the Indians from reservations which 
they are now occupying under tal order? If this commis- 
sion should find the Indians onght to be removed from one place to 
another, the Secretary of the Interior can do it without reporting to 
Congress at all. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is not thatthe law now? 
power in that 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. It is now the law; but it is not being ex- 
should go down to 


This bill confers no new 


portion of that country-— 
Mr. HOLMAN. Under executive order. 
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Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Underexecutiveorder. May not this cow. 
mission decide it to be a good thing that those Indians living west of 
the rain-belt should be removed —— 

Mr. HOLMAN. Farther east. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Farther east, onto the Oklahoma lands 
Now, would not the Secretary of the Interior have the power to rati{y 
such a recommendation and put those Indians there without Congrey 
having anything to say about it? 

Mr. HOLMAN. He has that power now. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. But the Secretary of the Interior wou)q 
not exercise the power now when a bill is pending before Congres; ; 
organize a Territorial governmentthere. If, however, this commissi, 
should be appointed in the face of the fact that a bill is now pending 
to organize a Territorial government in Oklahoma, it is very like|, 
something of that kind would take place. The bill would confer a ye; 
dangerous power in this respect. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There is no provision in this bill that increases the 
power of any officer. It provides for no increase of power. If ther 
should be, as undoubtedly there will be all along the line, recommen. 
dations by this commission for changes in the terms of treaties and var. 
ous matters of that kind, these recommendations will all have to be 
ratified by Congress. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. In reply to that I will say that now ( 
gress would be very slow to act; would act with great discretion ; 
deliberation; butif a change of policy should be indorsed by a report of 
a commission created under this act the case might be otherwise. 

Mr. BAKER. Is it not true that the Secretary of the Interior nowy 
possesses every one of the powers proposed to be conferred on this cou- 
mission by section 2 of this bill? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Ido not think he does. 

Mr. BAKER. I think he does. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. ! will discuss that with the gentleman wh. 
we come to consider that section. 

Mr. BAKER. The third section, as has already been suggested, pr- 
vides that all arrangements which may be agreed upon by the commis- 
sion shall be reported to the Secretary of the Interior, and they are su)- ; 
ject to his approval, in whole or in part, as he may determine. j 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. There are numerous provisions of sectio: 
2 which I desire to discuss when we come to consider that section 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Ihave no doubt my friend from Iowa \ 
have ample time hereafter. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope that by unanimous consent the five min 
yielded to the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. THROCKMORTON ] by ee gen- 
tleman from Arkansas [Mr. RoGers] will be considered as beginuinz 
now. 

The SPEAKER. It will be so ordered, if there be no objection 

-Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Speaker, I apprehend that under tix 
provisions of this bill no difficulty will arise by reason of any action 
which this commission may take, or any approval of such action by the 
Secretary of the Interior. I feel quite assured the Secretary would be 
entirely disposed to observe whatever may be foreshadowed here as the 
-will of Congress in regard to Oklahoma or any other portion of the In- 
dian Territory. But, sir, is it not the fact that this territory of Ok!a- 
homa was purchased from the Indians with the distinct understanding 
that it might be peopled by other friendly Indians? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Certainly. But the Representatives tom 
the States of Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, and Kansas, as the Comws- 
sioner of Indian Affairs states in his annual report, have unanimous!y 
and ‘‘fiercely’’ insisted that no more Indians shall be put into the [n- 
dian Territory from any place whatever. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. The Representatives from Texas, Ark.n0- 
sas, Missouri, and Kansas have insisted that the Apaches and otlier 
distant tribes should not be brought to the Indian Territory. but 
Oklahoma is a part of the Indian Territery. And if the cases submit 
ted by my friend from Iowa are to be putin vogue for the removal ¢ ve 
Arapahoes and Cheyennes to Oklahoma it would be in accordan«: 
the treaty made with these Indians. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The Apaches 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. My friend from Iowa knows I have only 
a few minutes, and I hope he will permit me to proceed. 

I wish toreply. The gentleman docs 1 

representing rece living 
southwest of Oklahoma, and who do not cultivate an acre of the so1!, 
or, if any, but a few, that those who live beyond the rain-be!t, tho- 
who do not cultivate the soil and do not want to, shall be taken {rom 
where they are and put upon the tillable ion of Oklahoma to the 
exclusion of white settlers. Does he here and insist they sha!! 
be put on the fertile lands of Oklahoma and that white people slia!! \« 
driven the rain-belt ? 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I stand here faithfully to carry out the 
stipulations made by the Government of the United States with the‘: 
civilized tribes of Indians. And in wes judgment, sir, it is beneath the 
eee ae do anything in the way of vio!«- 

with those Indians. 


ee WEAVER. of Iowa, There is no treaty with the five civilized 
tribes of Indians requiring any such thing on our part. 
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. THROCKMORTON. No, but the Government promised it. 
ue WEAVER, of Iowa. Is it a violation of the treaty when we do 
not put them there? : : 
Mr. THROCKMORTON. When that question comes up we will ar- 
gue it, whether it is or is not in violation of treaty stipulations. — 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. There is no violation of treaty stipula- 


Mr. THROCKMORTON. It was agreed to by treaty stipulations, 

and for that purpose and with that understanding the Indians con- 
ted to it. 
__ WEAVER, of Iowa. It was agreed to put freedmen there also. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Precisely; but the freedmen will not go 
there. 2 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. And the Indians refuse also to go there. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. That question can be fully discussed when 
the Oklahoma bill is before the House. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what has been elicited during this brief discus- 
sion shows the vast importance of this bill, and the necessitz of giving 
it the most carefal consideration. 

Let me recur to the appointment of Army officers as a part of this 
commission. Now, it is well known we have Army officers who have 
had large experience in regard to Indian matters, and who have been 
connected in such manner with all the subject-matters to be brought 
under investigation in such commission as will make them the very 
best of executive officers, and their judgment can be relied upon as 
surely as the judgment of any civilian in the country. I trust, there- 
fore, instead of diminishing the number of Army officers to be ap- 
pointed on this commission, if any change be made, the number will 
be increased in that direction. 

But I believe three civilians and three Army officers will be suf- 
ficient for the purposes of the commission. Iam in favor of compos- 
ing the commission equally of civilians and Army officers, because I 
think it will strengthen its recommendations when they come to be 

ted to the country. 

Instead of not being qualified for this peculiar work, as the gentle- 
man from Kansas has intimated, I think they are qualified in an espe- 
cial degree for its execution. We have found in our past experience 
officers educated at West Point make the very best executive oflicers. 
And if there is to be any change at all, although I hope there will be 
none, it should be in the direction of increasing the number of these 
Army officers. I hope no member of the Interior Department will be 
placed upon this commission. * 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PEEL. Mr. Speaker, after the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. 
THROCKMORTON | I donot feel it to be necessary for me to say much on 
this bill, because his views are sound upon that portion of it which he 
undertook to discuss. I, like him, believe there are to be found men 
in the military service of thecountry, serving upon the western frontiers, 
who are as well qualified and, in fact, better qualified than any other 
class of men we have in the public service amicably to adjust the Indian 
question. 

There is another important reason for the appointment of this com- 
mission, and that is this: It isa well known fact to all who have given 
this subject careful attention that there are scarcely to be found two 
tribes of Indians that are alike. There are scarcely any two of them 
who are located alike. Theirsurroundings, their manner of living, and 
they are dissimilar in almost every respect. 

This commission being a supervisory board and auxiliary to the In- 
dian service, and intrusted with the execution of this law, will goand 
investigate each and every tribe of Indians and every trouble in re- 

to lands and everything else pertaining tothem. They will make 
it their exclusive business to do nothing else thgn the duty imposed 
upon them by this bill. The facts they will accumulate will be sub- 
mitted toCongress by the Secretary, and will be in every way reliable 


» great trouble about the Indian agents is that each one has his 
little government about him, and his reports apply solely to this 
ity. This commission, if the bill becomes a law, 


a 
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grasps the whole question. Those persons upon it who are de- 
tailed from civil life are presumed to be men of practical experience 
and cay » men who know something about the Indian question, 
who act ia conjunction with men who have spent half a lifetime 
upon the frontier and are thoroughly conversant with the Indian prob- 
lem. When these men act in conjunction, and go from reservation to 

; examining the condition of the Indians and the treaties 
= the various tribes, investigate their needs, wants, and capacity, 


for improvement, grasp the whole thing and report the re- 
sults back to the Interior Department, it will prove a source of infor- 
mation to as reliable as any that can possibly be obtained. 
Mr. I hope the Honse will now consent to limit debate 
to some reasonable time. How much time does the gentleman from 
lowa desire ? 
Mr. WEA of Iowa. I think, Mr. Chairman, that we can not 
safely debate upon the bill. When we reach the sec- 
ond at is the section in which the main grant of power is con- 
: very voluminous, very extensive, and will require, every 
careful consideration. 


UE 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands the gentleman 
to propose to limit the debate upon the pending section and amend- 
ments. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I ask the previous question upon the first 
section of the bills and amendments. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to inquire if that would 
include the amendments offered by myself and read for information ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. [ have no objection to including all the amend- 
ments which have been sent to the desk to be read for information. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. With that understanding the gentle- 
man from Indiana demands the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The first question is upon the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from North Canidina [Mr. Cow gs], 
which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out in section 1, lines 7and 8, the words “ appointed from civil life or." 

The amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

To come in after the word “ Interior,” in line 9 of section 1 : 

“Provided, That members of Congress may be appointed to the placos to be 
filled by civilians; and that those who may be appointed on this commission, 
and who are in receipt of salaries from the Government, shull receive no addi- 
tional compensation ; but their traveling and other expenses shall be paid on 
sworn vouchers.”’ 

Mr. REAGAN. I understand from conversation with several gen- 
tlemen that it will not be practicable for members of Congress to attend 
to the duties of this commission during this summer, and I therefore, 
if there be no objection, withdraw the amendment. 

There was no objection, and the amendment was withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. PETERs]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by striking out, in line 5, the word “three” and inserting “two."" Also 
amend by striking out,in lines 8 and 9, the words “or detailed from officers in 
the service of the Department of the Interior."’ 

Mr. PETERS. I would like to suggest by unanimous consent to the 
gentleman from Indiana that the word ‘‘ major’’ be stricken out and 
the word ‘‘captain’’ inserted instead in this section. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iask unanimous consent, as the gentleman makes 
the suggestion, that the word *‘ major’’ be stricken out and ‘‘captain’”’ 
inserted. Many gentlemen of that grade are eminently qualified to fill 
the duties of this position. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. ROGERS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ROGERS. I wish to ask whether or not the amendment now 
pending is divisible? 

The SPEAKER. Thereare two propositions involved in the amend- 
ment; in fact there are two amendments to the section. 

Mr. ROGERS. Then I ask a separate vote upon them. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be taken upon the first branch 
of the amendment of the gentleman from Kansas, which the Clerk will 
again report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out, in line 5, the word “three” and insert “two.” 


The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 18, 
noes 29. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment proposed by Mr. PETERS was read, as follows: 


Strike out, in lines 8 and 9, the words “ or detailed from officers in the service 
of the Department of the Interior.” 


The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 41, 
noes 37. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs upon the substitute for 
the . section, proposed by the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr. Curcu- 
EON ]. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. I ask unanimous consent to modify the substi- 
tute by changing the number of the commission from seven to five. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The substitute was read, as follows: 


1. Amend the title of the bill to read as follows: 

“A bill to provide for reorganizing and further defining the duties of the 
board of Indian commissioners, and for other purposes.”’ 

2. Amend section | of said bill so that it shall read as follows: 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to reorganize the board of Indian commissioners, so as to 
make it to consist of five persons, two of whom may be detailed from the offi- 
cers of the Army, who sha!l report to the Secretary of the Interior for duty, the 
other members to be appointed from the existing board, from civil life, or de- 
tailed from officers in the service of the Department of the Interior. And when 
said board of Indian commissioners shall be so appointed, the organization 
and functions of the present board of Indian commissioners shall cease and 
determine. It shall be the duty of the said reorganized board of Indian com- 
missioners to perform all duties heretofore intrusted to and performed by the 
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board of Indian commissioners; and they shall inspect all goods and su — 
‘airs 





»urchased for the Indian service, and advise the Commissioner of Indian 

n regard to the purchase of such goods and supplies. It shall also be the duty 
of said commissioners, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, to 
inspect from time to time, as he may require, the condition of the Indians of the 
various tribes and bands on the different reservations under the care, control, 


or jurisdiction of the United States.” 


Mr. CUTCHEON. The latter portion is precisely in the words of the 
latter part of the first section of the bill. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I ask if we can not have a division upon 
this amendment. 

The SPEAKER. It is a motion tostrike out and insert, which is not 
divisible. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I would like tosupport the first part of it, 
which does away with the present commission and attaches the duties 
to the new commission. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question will be taken upon the substitute as 
a whole. 

The substitute was rejected. 

The Clerk read the second section, as follows: 


Sec. 2. That it shal! be their duty in making such inspection to ascertain and 
report in detail as to the exact condition and needs of the Indians; what steps 
are necessary to be taken on behalf of the Government to improve their situa- 
tion in the direction of their self-sapport and complete civilization; what, if 
any,of the reservations may be reduced in area, and what portion thereof, not 
needed for Indian occupation, may be held by the Government in trust for the 
Indians having title thereto by law or treaty, and disposed of for their benefit; 
what, if any, Indians may, with their consent, be removed to other reserva- 
tions, with a view to their concentration, and the sale, on their behalf and for 
their benefit, of their abandoned reservations; what, if any, lands reserved by 
executive orders for Indian occupation are no longer needed for Se and 
may be restored to the public domain; what Indian lands now held in common 
should be allotted in severalty, the > be allotted to heads of families, 
unmarried adults, orphans, or othérs, and what, if any, Indians are not provided 
with or located upon reservations or lands which may be patented to them; 
what is the exact number of Indians belonging to tribe or band, the ex- 
tent to which they are civilized and engaged in industrial pursuits, and what 
occupation is best sui to their circumstances and surroundings; whether 
they should be furnished with implements of agriculture or stock, and of what 
kind; in what cases and to what extent the support of the Government should 
be withdrawn; in what manner the annuities or other funds appropriated o1 
payable by the United States to the Indians under existing treaties and laws 
should be expended to insure the greatest and most permanent benefit to them ; 
wherein and in what manner the present plans of ring and distributing 
Indian supplies should be chan ; the conduct and fitness of the several In- 
dian agents and agency employés; the number, kind, and qualification of em- 
ployés required for the proper conduct of the service at each agency and on 
each reservation; where schools should be established or discontinued; the 
relative efficiency of the Indian reservation schools as compared with those 
Indian training schools not on reservations; the best plans and methods for ac- 
complishing the educational and industrial training of the Indian youth, and 
to make such training effective for their self-support; in what manner and to 
what extent the Indians upon the reservations can be = under the protec- 
tion of our laws and subjected to their penalties, and which, if any, Indians 
should be invested with the rights of citizenship; the extent to wh ch the In- 
dian reservations are occupied or intruded upon by unauthorized ns, and 
the best methods for correcting this evil, and to prevent the in uction upon 
Indian reservations, or the sale to Indians, of intoxicating liquors, and of arms 
and ammunition to such tribes or bands whose facilities for procuring such 
things should be further restricted. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I move to strike out the second section. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Iowa 
that there are several amendments pending to that section which must 
be voted on first, and then a motion to strike out the section will be in 
order. 

The Clerk read the following amendment to the second section, pro- 
posed by Mr. Dorsry: 


After the word “ self-support,”’ in line 41, add the following: 
“Also to ascertain the amounts due from the Government to the different tribes 


of Indians for educational purposes already agreed upon, or promised to be paid 
by treaties heretofore made.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read the following amendment, proposed by Mr. GALLIN- 
GER: 

Add to section 2 the following words: 

* Provided 


, That no person shall be appointed a member of the commission 
who habitually uses as a beverage any spirituous or intoxicating liquors.” 


The amendment was disagreed to; there being—ayes 26, noes 37. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported thatthe 
committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the follow- 
ing title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 6429) granting a pension to Eunice E. Clark. 

INDIAN COMMISSION. 

Mr. PETERS. I desire to offer an amendment to the second section, 
to come afterthe amendment last adopted. 

The Clerk read the proposed amendment, as follows: 

Also to ascertain what rty, and the value thereof, of settlers has been 
destroyed by the Indians, and the tribe to which the Indians belonged who de- 
stroyed said property. 

Mr. PETERS. I desire to say that there are certain claims pending 
before this House in the nature of bills for destroyed by Indian 
tribes or by members of certain Indian tribes it seems to me if this 
commission is to be appointed to investi the number of subjects that 
are enumerated in this second section, they would have ample and good 
opportunity to investigate as to the property destroyed and the value 


. 
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of the property destroyed by these tribes, and to ascertain also the Ip- 
dians and the tribes to which they belonged that destroyed the property, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust the gentleman will not press that amend. 
ment. The subject of his amendment is entirely different from the 
general purpose of the bill. The investigation of the depredations jy 
Indians should be assigned to a separate commission. The questions 
are judicial. It seems to me the duties devolved upon the commissioy 
proposed by this bill are of so high and important a character as ex. 
pressed in the bill that these duties of detail, involving also judicia| 
powers, should not be conferred on this commission. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call the attention of the gertleman from Kay. 
sas [Mr. PerEers] to the fact that the Secretary of the Treasury has 
sent a communication to Congress giving a list of those claims. They 
number forty-five hundred, and embrace sums aggregating $15,000, 000, 
They cover the whole period of our existence under the Constitution 0; 
the United States. Ifthis commission is to be authorized to take those 
subjects under consideration it can give no attention to the Indians as 
provided in the other portions of this bill. 

Mr. PETERS. In reply to the statement just made let me say that 
I think the examination of this subject by this Indian commission 
would tend to give them a more practical knowledge of Indian afiairs 
and the relations of the Indians to the white settlers and to our coun- 
try than any other investigation they could undertake. I think jt 
would be aspecies of education that this commission, appointed as con. 
templated, very much needs. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON, I will say to my friend from Kansas [ Mr. 
PETERS] this is a matter far too large for this commission to undertake. 
I would like to go with him or with any one else to have these claims 
investigated. Two bills are now pending before the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and I can only express my regret that they have not 
given their attention to this matter and made a report to the House. 
One of these bills refers the claims to the Court of Claimsand the other 
authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to appoint acommission within 
the Department who shall examine and finally determine, approve, or 
reject these claims and report to Congress for an appropriation. 

While we have this subject up, I beg the attention of the House to 
the question introduced by my friend from Kansas. It is a crying 
shame that the Congress has sat here from year to year since 1847 and 
has neglected these claims secured by treaty stipulations between tl 
Government and the Indians. But my friend can not attain his object 
under this bill. If he will join with me and encourage the Committee 
on Indian Affhirs tu report one or the other of the propositions to which 
I have referred, I trust before this Congress adjourns these long-su(fer- 
ing people who have been despoiled of their property will have a re- 
sponse from the heart of the American ee in their behalf. 

Mr.SPRINGER. Idesiretoaddoneword. Thedocument I referred 
to is Executive Document No. 125, first session Forty-ninth Congress, 
and isa letter of the Secretary of the Interior to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, transmitting the report of Commissioner At- 
kins on the subject of Indian depredations. In that document gentle- 
men will find the statement made that there are forty-five hundred of 
these claims, approximating in amount to $15,000,000. I call the at- 
tention of the House to this important document, because it is a subject 
we should deal with in legislation to come up hereafter. 

Mr. PEEL. I will say to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Tnrock- 
MORTON], and the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. PETERS] as a member 
of the Committeeon Indian Affairs, that we have had the measure which 
has been referred to under consideration, and I think I can say with 
safety it will be reported at a very early day. We have had so much 
work before us that we can not possibly dispose of itall. Butata very 
early day we will be able to report a measure that will supersede the 
necessity of this amendment. The proposition is one that will be judi- 
cial in its character and in keeping with the object sought. As this 
amendment is foreign to the object of this bill I hope the gentleman 
will not insist upon it now. 

Mr. SYMES. Mr. er, the explanation just made by the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas | Mr. PEEL], if we had some assurance that the 
bill would pass, would do away with the necessity for the amendment 
proposed by my friend from Kansas [Mr. Peters]. Sir, if there isa 
subject upon which the lawmakers of this country have been remiss 
in their duty during the last quarter of a century, it is the payment of 
claims for depredations upon the pioneers of the West by the murders 
and ravages of the Indians. When we come here and present thic tacts 
that people have been murdered and that their property has been de- 

by roving bands of Indians, we are met by the proposition that 
a few Indians have been killed. Sir, that isno answer. The Govern- 
ment of the United States should keep the peace and should protect the 
white man as well as the Indian. 

Sir, about thirteen monthsago, hearing that in Southwestern Colorado 
the Indians were getting leave from the agent of the Southern tc 
agency togo and hunt off their reservation because they had not rations 
tosupport them, and that they were ranging through the country where 
the cowboys were proceeding to make their “ round-up,’’ I foresaw 
there would be trouble. Every now and then they were killing cattle 
without justification whatever, and the cowboys said they were 
stealing ther horses. Having had some experience in the West, | kuc¥” 
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what must inevitably be the result if action was not taken to protect 
the innocent settlersfrom the Indians. I therefore asked that asummer 
camp should be established in Southeastern Utah or Southwestern Colo- 
rado, and that two companies should be sent from Fort Lewis to estab- 
lish the camp and protect the pioneers along the little streams where 
they had gone to bring out their irrigating ditches and settle and make 
mes. 

ee was slow, and it was easy to anticipate what would take place 
and what in a short time did take place. In two weeks from the time 
I wrote that communication to the President expressing my apprehen- 
sion that there would be a conflict between the cowboys and the In- 
dians, and that the Indians, after losing two or three of their vagabond 
scoundrels who had been stealing horses and killing cattle, not having 
the courage to go out and take revenge upon the cowboys, would go 
along these little streams where the pioneers had settled on the arable 
land (madearable by their irrigating ditches) and would murder them— 
sir, in two weeks from the time I wrote that communication to the ex- 
ecutive department a little row took place between the Indians and 
cowboys, the cowboys claiming that the Indians had stolen some’ horses 
and the Indians claiming that the horses belonged to them, and the 
usual fight ensued, in which three or four Indians were killed. 

The very next night a band of Indians went to the Dolores and to 
the cabin of a man who was trying to makea home there. They 
setfiretothecabin; heran outin the light and blaze of the fire; they shot 
him. Hiswife ran out to try to protect him, and she was pierced through 
the shoulder by a bullet from a gun of one of the savages. Then she 
ran into the cabin, dragged her little children out of the back door and 
into the sage brush, and thence into the darkness of the thicket, and 
made her way to where she was taken care of by the neighbors. She 
was brought to Durango, a subscription was taken up, and she has sub- 
sisted mostly on charity from that time to this. She has partially re- 
covered, though her armr will be useless the balance of her days. Her 
little children have been living on the charity of her neighbors in Du- 


I went to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs this very morning, and 
I said tohim: “Is not this an extraordinary case? Can you not make 
this case special? Can you not have it examined ahead of the few thou- 
sands of claims that, are now on file in the Department?’’ The Com- 
missioner said that under the law and the rule he did not know how he 
could do so, but that if I would make an application to him he would 
try to have the Secretary of the Interior make the case special. Mean- 
while that woman and her children are starving. Mr. Speaker, I think 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. PETERS] ought to 
be 

If we are going to create an expensive commission to deal with the 
Indians and try thereby to improve the administration of Indian affairs, 
these commissioners should investigate and report on such depredation 
claims. 


The claims are very just, and the present mode of dealing with them 
amounts to a denial of all justice to these suffering claimants. We are 
paying millions vo ol pe Marsan — to keep them in idleness, 

we are y refusing to pay these just demands. ~ 

[Here the hammer fell. } r 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I call for the previous question on the 

section and the amendment. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I hope that will not be done. I have been 
yielding here by courtesy to give several gentlemen an opportunity to 

ves, but I want to make a speech myself. 
. the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. WEAVER] is 
heard I shall call for the previous question. 

Mr. P Mr. Speaker, there is a phase of this question which 
I think has not been brought out, and which I desire very briefly to 
bring to the attention of the House; that is the question of the pro- 
ro of creating such a commission as this at all. In the first place, 

have very = doubt of our power to create a commission that will 

proposed, and do it for what it is worth. 

In a ape of this suspicion, I desire to call attention to a recent re- 
by a select committee sent out by the Forty-eighth Congress 
identical business. That commission is held up to us asa 
of economy. I have not an itemized account of its expenses; 
find that $4,500 was expended by four gentlemen—excellent gen- 
I find that took with them the Sergeant-at-Arms of 
Was hetaken to keep the Indiansoff? [Laughter. } 
Tthey bre also the clerk = of the committees of this 
hired a stenographer. ow many of these gentlemen 

tir wives with them I do not know. But is not the report of 
of this committee h to emphasize the fact that it is 

to - this kind of done, even under the economical 
of the distinguished gentleman from Indiana, for what it 
worth? Something appears to stick to it that ought not to 


with relation to this subject of commissions, I want to call at- 
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’ tention to the fact that for fifteen or twenty years past the people of 
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inquire what effect the alcoholic liquor traffic has upon the revenues of 
the Government, upon our civilization, upon our politicalsystem. For 
at least a decade and a half the petitioners for such a commission have 
been spurned from the councils of this nation and their request denied. 
Here are two hundred and sixty thousand Indians, not distinguished 
for their beauty [laughter], neither ornamental nor useful; and the 
great American heart goes gushing out toward them. Yet in every 
three years of our nation’s history a greater number of those people of 
this country, that embrace all its respectability and intelligence and 
produce all its wealth, go down under the blasting influence of a crime 
sanctioned by this Congress; and when we come here seeking informa- 
tion on this subject through the establishment of a commission you 
turn a deafear. Is there any consistency in this? Or is there not a 
‘*gush,’’? with a lack of sense and correct sentiment behind it, which 
can not commend itself to the minds of candid men? 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I trust that my inotion to 
strike out this second section will be adopted. I think this is a most 
extraordinary section. Indeed, the bill itself is extraordinary and in 
my judgment entirely unnecessary. The second section begins by 
providing— 

That it shall be their duty— 











That is, the duty of the commissioners— 


in making such inspection to ascertain and report in detail as to the exact con- 
dition and needs of the Indians. 


Now, we already have an Indian Commissioner; we already have an 
Indian agent for every tribe; we have special agents; we have Indian 
inspectors; and it does seem to me that all the avenues of information 
are now open, all the necessary machinery is already provided, all the 
required officers are already appointed, for ascertaining the condition 
of every Indian tribe on this continent. I submit, therefore, that this 
measure is entirely useless and unnecessary—not in the line of retrench- 
ment and reform. 

Let me call attention to other provisions of this section. 
mission is to inquire— 

What, if any, Indians may, with their consent, be removed to other reserya- 
tions. 

Now, when I said that under the provisions of this bill ‘‘ blanket In- 
dians’’ living west of the rain-belt might be removed east onto the 
fertile lands of Oklahoma, which had not been occupied by the Indians 
for twenty years, and ought to be reserved for white settlers, the gen- 
tleman ffom Texas [Mr. THROCKMORTON ] said, as I understood, that 
it was beneath the dignity of a member of this House to insist that 
that should not take place. Why, sir, it is of record, as we are informed 
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, that the objection to the re- 
moval of any more Indians to the Indian Territory came from the Rep- 
resentatives of the States of Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, and Kansas. 
When the Government had a perfect right under the treaties with the 
Seminoles, the Creeks, the Cherokees, and other Indians to remove In- 
dians not residing in the Indian Territory to that Territory, an objec- 
tion which the Commissioner of Indian Affairs pronounced to have 
been ‘‘fierce’’—and I say rightly so—came from the Representatives of 
those States against such action by the Interior Department. 

Mr. RYAN. Let me say to the gentleman from Iowa that there is 
an act of Congress prohibiting the removal of any Indians from Arizona. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. There is an act of Congress forbidding the 
removal of Apaches and Sioux Indians, and that is by a provision which 
was offered as an amendment to an appropriation bill by the gentleman 
from Texas[Mr. M1Lis]. There is no general act of Congress prohibit- 
ing the removal of other Indians. 

Now, if they could prohibit the removal of those Indians in the line 
of the treaty and in the line of the law, there is nothing to prevent 
members of Congress providing that the blanket Indians shall be re- 
moved west of the rain-belt, because those Indians do not cultivate a 
particle of the soil, as they have no more use for it thana wolf. They 
do not live upon the products of the soil, but upon the products of the 
chase, with what they can get from United States appropriations. 

Mr. RYAN. That is, what they can get from the Commissary De- 
partment. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Generally out of appropriations in the In- 
dian appropriation bil]. They live on the products of the chase and 
what they can get from those Indian appropriations, instead of upon 
the products of the soil. 

Under the provisions of this bill, Mr. Speaker, there is an attempt in 
my judgment to seek fresh authority and expression from Congress to 
commit the Government to a policy of removing these Indians from one 
reservation in the Indian Territory to another. And that is what we 
protest against. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr.STRUBLE. What is the pending question before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Peters]. 

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, the question discussed by the gentle- 
man from Iowa [Mr. WEAVER] is hardly a question germane, I take 
And the great difficulty I have 


The com- 
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in dealing with my friend from Iowa in any discussion with him is to 
get him to stick to the facts. Now, the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs has not said anything about the Representatives from Arkansas. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Hand me his published report, and I will 
show it to you. 

Mr. ROGERS. No; but I want toshow you, as I have the floor. I 
want to get you to stick to the facts, ifIcan. Linvite your attention, 
therefore, to this extract from the report of the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs: 

But a stronger and more potent objection to concentration in the Indian Terri- 
tory exists than any yet given, and that isthe flerce and uncompromising oppo- 
sition which this proposition meets in the almost unanimous sentiment of the 
whi e citizens of ihe our great States of Missouri, Kansas, Texas, and Arkansas, 


which surround this Territory. Suchan array of political power and influence, 
speaking as one man, is entitled to respect and grave consideration. 


Now, sir, the first intimation—— 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I supposed they were all citizens of those 
States of which they are Representatives. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. ROGERS. ‘That is an artful dodge. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. But still you do not get around it. 

Mr. ROGERS. Thegentleman’s statement was that it was the ‘‘ Rep- 
resentatives of Arkansas.’’ I presume he used the expression meaning 
Representatives on this floor, or those who preceded them. There is 
nothing important in it, but this misleading statement may do injury 
in other quarters. 

Let me invite attention to another fact which has some significance 
and some importance. While the people surrounding the Indian Ter- 
ritory may resist the concentration there of tribes from other reserva- 
tions, the natural result of which is to prolong the present sfatus quo 
there and prevent them from becoming civilized by being separated 
from the white people, yet there is no opposition from any of those 
States that I have ever heard of or dreamed of from any quarter to the 
Government’s concentrating those Indians now there any where it pleases 
in that Territory, provided such action looks to the speedy civilization 
of those Indians. In other words, responding to another suggestion 
the gentleman makes, let me say that the policy of the Government is 
to civilize them, to get them into agricultural districts, where they 
may be taught by example and precept the arts of agriculture. 

But how shall we teach them agriculture, when my distinguished 
friend from Lowa proposes to remove them to the arid plains, where 
nothing but a prairie-hen could live? 

The Government in negotiating for Oklahoma acquired it for aspe- 
cific purpose, and that specific purpose was to settle these wild Indians 
in a country where they could makea living forthemselves by agricult- 
ure. And when that specific purpose of the Government is marked 
out by treaty stipulations we have it contemplated here that that pur- 
pose shall not be carried out, but shall be superseded by a purpose the 
treaty never contemplated at all. 

Now, I will go with the gentleman from Iowa, and with the very 
strongest desire possible, to see these people civilized and that country 
opened to settlement to become a State of this Union with every man 
within its borders clothed with all the rights and privileges of citizen- 
ship; but we should not undertake, Mr. Speaker, to do that by disre- 
garding facts and violating all of the obligations of the treaties under 
which we are bound toward these There isa way and a method 
out of the difficulty without adopting such a course as that. 

There is this feature, if we are going to open up the coun mes | to set- 
tlement in violation of the treaties we should do it by ishing a 
Territorial government at once, changing thereby the policy of the 
Government toward the treaties as heretofore them 
as mere expedients for the civilization of the Indians as I have had 
occasion to say heretofore, and not by undertaking to violate little by 
little this or that treaty, never keeping faith with them in our deal- 
ings. Let it be done by a systematic policy, which operates equally 
upon all. Let the Territories be opened, if that is to be the policy, so 
that these men may in time be clothed with all the rights and duties 
of American citizenship. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I assented to the meee of this bill, 
and as it has been amended I shall vote for it, although there are some 
amendments I would like to have added to it. 

I do not think it is perfect in all its provisions, but it is a step for- 
ward, and I believe if in good faith the Executive appoints a com- 
petent commission, with the authority this bill confers upon them, 
that very valuable ‘information can be made and report upon the same 
to the Secretary of the Interior and in turn to Congress for its action. 
I think the information thus furnished will be most valuable. 

But what I desired to say upon it I indicated some weeks ago, when 
I addressed the House upon the subject, and have no desire to say it 


over again. 
What I wish to see accomplished now as rapidly as le, and 
would run while the Government has been creeping tofore at 
snail’s pace in that direction, is the reduction of these aay saan. 
tions. The Indians should be taken off the large reservations and 


off 
placed upon very small ones, or their lands assigned in severalty and 
intersettlement with the whites. All that stands in the now of 
carrying out that policy, in my opinion, isthe want of knowledge ou 
the part of the Executive, knowledge on the 
edge on the part of the people. 
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I will stand by this commission by my vote, because I believe it is , 
means adjusted to the end. That it can be worked out in one month 
or one year I have no idea, but it is the commencement, and that is «|| 
I desire to say upon the merits, 

One word in reply to the playful allusion of the gentleman from jx 
consin [ Mr. Price] touching theexpendituresof the committee. Ney. 
was a committee appointed by Congress brought down to such a riyi( 
system of economic expenditures as the gentleman from Indiana [ \j; 
HoLMAN ] brought down this committee, as I think each member o¢ j: 
can bear witness, from being some hundreds of dollars out of pocke: 
I will say to my friénd from Wisconsin that I do not think any mone; 
was spent from the Treasury, certainly none was spent upon anybody 
except the members of the committee, and even that very scantily 
The most rigid economy was practiced. It would have been impossi|)| 
I imagine, to have gotten along for less. I do not know where the 
gentleman from Wisconsin journeyed last summer, or whether he t 
his wife with him or whether he paid her bills ornot. Thatis none : 
my business as long as he did not pay for her bills out of the pu)))i 
Treasury. But certainly his expenditures could not show more econ 
omy. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HOLMAN.” I desire now to call the previous question upon th 
section and amendments. 

Mr. WEAVER, of lowa. I hope the gentleman will not do that fo; 
a moment; I wish to reply to the gentleman from Arkansas. 

Mr. HOLMAN. How much time? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I shall not occupy over two or three min- 
utes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I yield three minutes. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I wish to say, Mr. Speaker, in reply to 
the gentleman from Arkansas that he will never have any trouble in 
holding me to my text. I will hold myself to it if he will let me 
alone. But I want to call the attention of the House to the distinction 
the honorable gentleman makes. He says that the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs does not say that the ‘‘ Representatives’ of the fou 
great States of Missouri, Kansas, Texas, and Arkansas which surround 
the Territory are opposed to this concentration. 

Mr. BLAND. Let me interrupt the gentleman to say that, as one 0! 
the Representatives of one of the States mentioned, I am opposed to tis 
concentrating of the Indians in that great Territory. 

Mr. ROGERS. I deo not object to that. I coneur fally with my 
friend from Missouri on that point. Iso said in my remarks. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I understand, then, the gentleman says it 
is not the Re tatives of these States but the people of the States 
who object to thisconcentration. Well, in the first place, it was not to 
be supposed that the gentleman from Arkansas was not one of the peop! 
of the State which he re 

Mr. ROGERS. I think my friend from Iowa, after the promise he 
has just made of sticking to the text, is going very far fromit. The 
gentleman must be aware that I made a distinction between the con- 
centration or removal of all of the tribes in this country into the Ter- 
ritory and the concentration of the tribes now in the Territory. I am 
distinctly opposed to removing any other wild Indians to the eatery, 
but I think those now there should be so loeated and disposed of as t 
promote their civilization, and I believe that would be done by co: 
cen them on smaller reservations than they now occupy. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Well, then, any more tribes. He is uot 
in favor of concentrating all the tribes; and I want to knowif he is in 
favor of concentrating any more of them. 

Mr. ROGERS. I answer in the negative. But that is not the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Do I understand the gentleman to take the 
position before the House that he isin favor of removing the Comanches, 
the Apaches, the Kiowas, the Kickapoos, and other Indians now in the 
Indian Territory to Oklahoma to the exclusion of the white settlers? 

Mr. ROGERS. It is not necessary for me to answer that question. 
I do not claim to know just where it is best for them to be located. 
But I will say to the gentleman whatever will most speedily hasten 
their civilization in that regard I am in favor of; and the gentleman 
should not attempt to put me or my people in the attitude of opposing 
a want them civilized and the country opened as soon a5 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. But the gentleman did say he was in favor 
of aes these Indians where they would makea living and of teac)- 
ing them agricultare; and that was equivalent to saying he was in fa\or 
of putting them in the Oklahoma Territory. 

Here the hammer fell. } 

The SPEAKER. The previous question on the second section «01 

——e is demanded by the gentleman from Indiana [\!'. 


tes question was ordered. 
te PEAKER. The question is first on the amendment offered |) 
the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Perers], which the Clerk will agu 


"ine Clerk read as follows: 
In line 4l, after the word ‘ ” add the : 
“Also to ascertain what property, and full value of settlers has 
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yeen destroyed by the Indians, and the tribe to which the Indians belonged who 
jestroyed said property.” 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 23, noes 46. ; 

So (furthercount not being called for) the amendment was disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now on the motion of the gentle- 
man from lowa [Mr. WEAVER], to strike out the second section. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read section 3, as follows: 

Sec. 3. That it shall be their duty to arrange with the various tribes and bands, 
in the manner and upon the terms most favorable and just alike to the Indians 
and to the United States, and to procure the consent of the Indians thereto, in 
accordance with the treaty, law, or customs governing the tribes or bands in 
such matters, for the cession or retinquishment of any portion of their reserva- 
tions; for their removal to other reservations, and consolidation with other In- 
dians thereon ; for any changes in the manner of expending their annuities, 
and, generally, other matters calculated to promote their advancement and civ- 
jlization. All such arrangements as may be thus made and agreed upon to be 
reported to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, in his discretion, approve 
them in whole or in part: Provided, That no such arrangement thus made which 


involves the change of any existing treaty or law shall be binding or operative 
until ratified by Congress. 


The SPEAKER. The question is first on an amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Kansas [ Mr. RYAN], which the Clerk will read. 

Mr. RYAN. Before that amendment is read I desire to offer an 
amendment which should properly come in before that. 

The Clerk read the proposed amendment, as follows: 

In line 16, section 3, after the word “ law,” insert “or removal of any Indiansto 
other reservations, 

Mr. RYAN addressed the Chair. 

Mr. ROGERS. May I interrupt the gentleman forone moment? I 
want to understand him. I did not catch sufficiently the amendment 
to understand it, and ask the Clerk to report the proviso as proposed 
to be amended. ; 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That no such arrangement thus made which involves the change of 
any existing treaty or law, or the removal! of any Indians to other reservations, 
shall be binding or operative until ratified by Congress. 


Mr. RYAN. Thisamendment will simply preserve the present prac- 
tice of the Government. Although perhaps the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior may have by present law authority to remove Indians from reser- 
vations, still the Department has done nothing of the kind, I think, for 
many years without express authority from Congress. It has been the 
practice whenever the Department desired to move Indians from one 
reservation to another to inform Congress of the desirability of doing so 
and the reasons therefor, and to ask Congress to make an appropriation 
for that purpose. But this bill would step in and seem to change that 
practice and specially authorize the Secretary of the Interior to make 
such removals without further action on the part of Congress. 

I think the present practice the safer and the wiser one, and there- 
fore I have introduced the amendment which would require the Secre- 
tary of the Interior first to get the assent of Congress for that purpose. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ee ga to the gentleman from Kansas [ Mr. 
RYAN] whether it w not be better to make the provision apply 
simply to the removal of Indians to the Indian Territory rather than 
make it apply to all. Under the present law the Secretary of the In- 
terior can remove the Sioux Indians in the Northern portion of Dakota 
to theSioux reservation, which my friend from Kansas, I think, believes 
ought to be done. The Blackfeet Indians can be removed with great 
benefit to themselves and the white population of that section of coun- 
try to the Flathead reservation. Why not leave the discretion with 
om — Interior except as to the removal of Indians to the 

Mr. RYAN. I am not sure that I quite understand my friend from 
Indiana. Does he want to confine this to removals to the Indian Ter- 
ritory alone? I ask him to suggest the modification he desires. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I am not myself in favor of the proviso, but if 
adopted I suggest this is the better form: 


Or the removal of the Indians to the Indian Territory. 


Mr. RYAN. Mr. Chairman, the modification would simply abolish, 
so to speak, the practice of the Government for many years. While, 
perhaps, the has existed to remove Indians from one reservation 


to another, ee Arizonaand New Mexico, to the Indian Ter- 
ritory, still the [ t has not exercised that power. On the con- 


trary, it has always, as I stated a little while ago, informed Congress of 
the desirability of their removal and the reasons therefor, and asked Con- 
gress to make an 


for that purpose. Now that is a wise 
ann I do not see why we should introduce legislation here to 


The amendment which I offer simply preserves the present practice. 
If it is desirable to remove Indians from any part of the country to the 
Indian Territory or from one point to another, it is but proper it seens 
to me to preserve the practice and custom of the Government by which 


a has hitherto appealed to Congress for approval and for 


Mr. . ‘Thegentleman from Kansas is certainly aware there 
has been some consolidation of the Chippewas within the last two years, 


and that we have already legislated this session on the Indian appro- 
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priation bill with a view toa further concentration of the Chippewa 
Indians. 

Mr. RYAN. I donot care whether the authority of Congress appears 
in an appropriation bill or elsewhere, but the practice has been to ob- 
tain the approval of Congress before any removals whatever have been 
made. 

Mr. HOLMAN. An appropriation of money for the removal would 
have to be made at any rate, so I think there is not much danger. 

Mr. RYAN... Then, sir, my amendment is highly proper. If it be- 
comes necessary under the bill that an appropriation shall be made be- 
fore any action can be had, then, of course, it becomes necessary for 
Congress to act before there can be a removal. My amendment is sim- 


respect. 

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Chairman, if my friend from Kansas [ Mr. 
RYAN] will reflect for a moment, he will see that this bill contem- 
plates a new departure in the Indian policy. I assume, without being 
advised myself, that he is correct in saying that these transfers of In- 
dians from one point to another have not been made, and indeed could 
not very well be made, without anact of Congress appropriating funds 
for the purpose. But if that be true, then the necessity for his amend- 
ment does not and can not exist; but I dislike in creating this com- 
mission to take any step backward or todeprive the Secretary of the 
power to avail himself of the advice of this commission, whose objects 
and duty it is to study the conditions and to look intothe whole do- 
mestie concerns of the Indians. It would be unfortunate if a case 
should arise when if the Secretary of the Interior could exercise this 
power without act of Congress beneficially to the Indians and to the 
service generally we should take it from him. _ 

Therefore, I think that while the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indiana is entirely correct, and I should be glad to support it, I am un- 
willing to take from the Secretary of the Interior, when he has at his 
command the aid of the able commission contemplated by this bill, the 
power to do whatever he may do by way of concentration of these tribes 
now within the Indian Territory or élsewhere, so as to reduce the res- 
ervations, if it can be done without Congressional action. I submit, 
sir, that no one who reads the report of the present Secretary of the In- 
terior, no one who understands the cast of mind and the make-up of 
that gentleman, can doubt for one moment that any action that he 
might take with reference to these people would be taken with the 
highest degree of both intelligence and conservatism. 

Now, if a case should occur for the exercise of this power by the 
Secretary of the Interior with the aid of the commission contemplated 
by this bill—it might be a very small tribe, it might occur in one 
quarter or in another, within or without the Indian Territory proper— 
a case where a removal could be made without additional expense to 
the Government and without injury to the Indians themselves, oreven 
with actual benefit to them—if, I say, such acase should occur, I think 
it might well be left to him to do it, and that, too, without reference 
to what has been the practice heretofore. To take away this power 
which has always existed, as my friend says, but which has not been 
generally exercised, may therefore hamper the Secretary in the work 
contemplated in the bill, I dare say that perhaps nota single instance 
of its exercise has occurred, and yet it might become necessary, and in 
that event the power ought to be lodged in the proper place for its ex- 
ercise. 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. Speaker, unless this amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Ry AN] is adopted I am frank to say 
that I, for one, can not support this bill. Under the provisions of sec- 
tion 3 as it stands, without the amendment, it would be within the 
power of this commission and the Secretary of the Interior to colonize 
all the Northwestern Indians, or all the Indians for that matter, within 
the limits of my own State; and I, for one (and I think every gentle- 
man who comes from any part of the couutry where they have Indians 
will agree with me), am utterly opposed to leaving that power of col- 
onizing the Indians in any State of this Union or in any one particular 
place either with these commissioners or with the Secretary.of the In- 
terior. The power, it is conceded, has remained a long time in abey- 
ance. I do not believe it has ever existed. 

From the very nature of the case it could not exist where the Indians 
by treaty owned the reservations. But here in this bill, by implica- 
tion, you attempt to enact that such a power does exist, and that these 
commissioners may exercise that power and colonize the Indians wher- 
ever they see fit in this country. 

Mr. ROGERS: Will the gentleman allow me to make a suggestion ? 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. Speaker, it is not merely the question of pro- 
tecting the Indian Territory, it is a question of protecting every State 
in this Union where Indians might be colonized. We do not want to 
have any body of officers endowed with power to colonize these In« 
dians—to overslangh the people of any portion of this country by col- 
onizing the Indians there. 

Mr. ROGERS. May I make a suggestion to my friend from Min- 
nesota? Ofcourse no such colonization as that which he mentions 
could be made without an appropriation; and in the second place, no 
transfer could of course be made where there were treaty stipulations. 
It is only where smal! tribes might occupy a territory under executive 
order, not under treaty, that a thing of that sort could be done. 
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Mr. NELSON. In my opinion, it is dangerous to leave the power 
of colonizing or removing Indians under any circumstances with any 
other body than the department of the Government which represents 
directly the people interested. 

Mr. ROGERS. The power, so far as it has existed hitherto, has not 
proved dangerous. 

Mr. NELSON. I desire now to say a few words in regard to the gen- 
eral features of this bill. I believe the bill in its main provisions to be 
a desirable measure. It is of the utmost importance that something of 
this kind should be enacted intolaw. ll, or nearly all, of our proposed 
Indian legislation is referred from time to time to the Commissioner of 
Indian A ffairs for his opinion and advice. Technically we are supposed 
to get his opinion, which is deemed of considerable importance. Asa 
matter of fact we get in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred merely the 
opinion of some subordinate or clerk receiving a salary of $1,500 or 
$1,800 a year. 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. NELSON. I wish I could have a little more time. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas, obtained the floor and yielded his time 
to Mr. NELSON. 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. Speaker, I was about to say that I regard it as 
of vital importance that a commission of this kind should be instituted. 
There is at present no branch or Department of the Government from 
which we can obtain any authentic or reliable information in regard 
to these different Indian reservations and the status of the various In- 
dian tribes. All that we obtain now is information gathered by clerks 
ard subordinates of the Indian Office from the different local Indian 
agents. 

Indian agents, as we all know, are interested parties. It is to them 
a matter of great importance to swell the returns of the number of 
Indians at the different reservations, in order to get increased appropri- 
ations and larger allowances for annuities. It is of the utmost impor- 
tance to them as Indian agents to retain their offices and their perqui- 
sites; and hence it is their interest that matters shall be kept in statu 
quo, that no changes shall be made in reference to the reservations. Their 
interests to a certain extent run side by side with those of the chiefs 
and headmen of the different tribes. They constitute, as may besaid,a 
portion of the Indian oligarchy. 

What we need and what this bill is designed to supply issome power 
or authority that can furnish this Government, especially the legisla- 
tive department of it, with full, complete, and reliable information in 
reference to the Indian problem. We have large areas of land occupied 
by a fewsmall scattered bodies of Indians—some of them partially civil- 
ized and some in their savage state. It is of the utmost importance 
when legislating in reference to these reservations and these isolated 
tribes that we have authentic and trustworthy information from men 
who have been on the ground, who have examined into the wants of 
the Indians and the needs of the people in the country surrounding 
the reservations. 

I am led to these remarks from the experience I have had within the 
last two years as a member of the Committee on Indian Affairs. We 
have from time to time referred our measures to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs; and I have been curious enough to ascertain how and 
where the information furnished to us has been obtained. The Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs would refer our bill to some clerk or subor- 
dinate, who would pull out from a pigeon-hole the report of some In- 
dian agent; and there would come to the committee of this House, 
ostensibly from the Commissioner, a voluminous based entirely 
upon the information of this Indian agent, and stating that this or that 
measure of Indian legislation ought to be adopted by the House, while 
at the same time it would be evident from the report itself that the 
recommendation came merely from a clerk knowing nothing at all about 
the subject-matter. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BLAND. Mr. Speaker, I am sorry to see that my friend from In- 
diana [Mr. HoLMAN] desires to retain in this bill what seems to me a 
rather extraordinary power—a power on the part of the Secretary of 
the Interior or the Indian Department to exercise control over the pub- 
lic domain of this country in so faras to transfer Indians from one res- 
ervation to another, and thus make disposition of the lands of the 
Government without the consent of Congress. I think that all ques- 
tions of this kind, especially questions affecting the settlement of the 
lands of this country, should be left at all times to the determination 
of Congress. However much confidence I may have in the present Sec- 
retary of the Interior—and no one, not excepting my friend from Ar- 
kansas, has more confidence in him than I have—I am unwilling that 
this discretionary power should be left with the head of any Depart- 
ment. In my judgment, all these questions ought to be reserved for 
the revision determination of Congress. 

For my part, I am opposed to the removal of any more Indians into 
the Indian Territory. I trust the time is not far distant when that 
whole country will be opened up to settlement by the white people; 
and I am unwilling in this bill to give the Secretary of the Interior or 
any commissioner or officer of the Government the power, express or 
implied, by which Indians may be settled in that country or may be 
removed from one reservation to another without the consent of Con- 
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gress. I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the amendment of my friend fron 


Kansas will prevail; and if it should fail I hope this bill will be defeateg 
Mr. HOLMAN. I call the previous question on the section and pen. 
ing amendments. 
Mr. CUTCHEON. Withhold it for a moment until I can offe: 


amendment to the third section. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I will withdraw it to let in the amendment. 

Mr, CUTCHEON. I will explain the amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. For one moment. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. Not for longer than one minute. The commis. 
sion is not required to make any report of such legislation as they may 
recommend. The proviso is that no such arrangement shall be made 
involving a change of treaty which will be operative until ratified }y 
Congress. My amendment is to add that said commission shal report 
to the Secretary of the Interior what legislation the committee recom. 
mend to be enacted affecting the Indian tribes which shall be laid be- 
fore Congress. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think that is a good amendment. 

Mr. LAIRD. I move to strike out the proviso entirely. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope my friend will not insist upon that. I de. 
mand the previous question. 

Mr. LAIRD. It ought to be stricken out. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Oh, no. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. HoLMAN’s amendment to the amendment was agreed to, and 
then Mr. WEAVER’S amendment was disagreed to. 

The question next recurred on Mr. Ry AN’s amendment. 

Mr. RYAN. I withdraw the proviso. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The question next recurred on the following amendment of Mr 
CUTCHEON: 

Add after “‘ Congress,”’ in the seventeenth line, the following: 

“ Provided, further, That the said commission shall annually report to the Sec. 
retary of the Interior what legislation, if any, the commission recommen to |. 
enacted for the civilization or otherwise affecting the Indian tribes; and the 
Secretary of the Interior shall lay the same before Congress at the beginning of 
each Congress.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MCMILLIN in the chair). There 
is no other amendment pending. P 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask by unanimous consent to make this })i!! a 
continuing special order. This is Saturday night, and it is impossi}|: 
to complete the bill before the adjournment. I wish at the end of the 
bill to move an important section. If there be no objection, | wi!! 
move that the further consideration of the bill be postponed until some 
other time. If I can get an order made to consider it with the Okla- 
homa bill, which is of a kindred nature—— 

Mr. COWLES. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is Saturday evening and the House is thin; yet 
I think gentlemen present will be impressed with the importance of 
this bill and will acknowledge the propriety and necessity of this leg- 
islation in some form or other. I movethat the bill be postponed until 
Saturday next. 

Mr. HATCH. I ask the gentleman to accept ‘‘ that it is not to in- 
terfere with prior orders.’’ 

Mr. HOLMAN. I would not like to do that. 

Mr. HATCH. I move to amend the proposition ‘‘ not to interfer 
with prior orders of the House.’’ 

Mr. BLOUNT. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. My question is, thata priororder of the House is that 
Saturday’s sessions shall be devoted to debate in the Committee of the 
Whole. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Heretofore the*order was made until 
further order the session of Saturday should be devoted to debate. The 
Chair is informed that there has been a special order fornext Saturday. 
If the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri be adopted it w1!! 
virtually amount to fixing no day. . 

Mr. HOLMAN. What is the order? 

The SPEAKER protempore. ‘The free-ship bill. - 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I move it be postponed until Saturday week. 

Mr. COWLES. I object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Indiana moves | 
be set down for Saturday week. The Clerk informs the Chair that «!se 
has been a for the Indian Committee. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iam willing to take the risk of that. 

Mr. HATCH. Go on, and finish your bill now. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I demand the previous question on my motion. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 81, noes 12. 

Mr. COWLES. No quorum. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Itis t no quorum is present, and [ there- 
fore withdraw the demand for the previous question and the mot!on \ 

and ask the House to proceed with the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 4, That the Secretary of the Interior may direct any two or more of (he 


commissioners to take charge of, superintend, and put in operation the j's"~ 
not inconsistent with existing laws or treaties, which he may decide upo" ‘0! 
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the improvement of the condition of any of the tribes or bands of Indians. 
Where resurvey of the lines or remarking of the corners of old surveys may be 
found necessary in order to locate the Indians upon allotments of land in sever- 
alty upon any of the reservations, the work may, when practicable, be done 
under the direction of competent officers of the Army to be detailed for that 
purpose. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


« Sec. 5. That the commissioners appointed from civil life under the provisions 
of the first section of this act shall be paid at the rate of dollars per diem 
while actually and necessarily employed in the service ; and that each member 
of the commission detailed or appointed shall be paid his actual and necessary 
traveling expenses, including ; and for the purposes of this act 
the following sums, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be, and the same 
are hereby, app ted out of moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ye 

ed, to be under the direction and subject to the approval of the 





of the Interior : , 
For ent of the traveling ses, including transportation of the mem- 
bers o commission, dol 





For payment of the per diem for services of the civil members of the commis- 
sion, dollars, 

For expenses of resurveying any portions of the reservations, for ascertaining 
the exact number of Indians of the different trives and bands, as hereinbefore 
required, for such clerical services as may be absolutely required, for.stationery, 
rent of offices when necessary and away from Indian reservations, and for other 
necessary expenses, $25,000. 


Mr. HOLMAN. There are certain amendments there proposed by 
the committee to fill the blanks. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 3 of section 5 fill the blank with the word “ten.’’ In line 14 insert 
“ten thousand,” 


The amendments were agreed to. 
In line 16 fill the blank by inserting the words “‘ not drawing salaries, nine 
thousand.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. 8 er, the next amendment is to strike out 





in line 22 of this section the word ‘‘five;’’ so that it will read ‘‘ twenty 
thousand dollars.’’ . 
The amendment was agreed to. . 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will now report the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Cow Les]. 
The Clerk as follows: 


Strike out all of section 5 down to and including the word “service,” in line 4 
of said section, Also strike out lines 15 and 16 of said section. 


Mr. COWLES. Mr. Speaker, this is to strike out that portion of this 
bill which provides for these commissioners who are to be appointed 
from civil life and their compensation, whigh is by the bill now fixed 
at the rate of $10 a day. With reference to, that provision that they— 
the ctmiaiea~anele have their necessary ex paid, including 
ee a to say a word. nae peal necessary ex- 
penses may ee we tter goand investi- 
gate in the office of the clerk of this body and see what these have cost 
heretofore. There has been com; t of these committees and 
commissions sent abroad in country and the extravagant amount 
of the expenditures that are created by them. 

I trast the motion to strike out will prevail I do not think, under 
the it is wise to permit provision for the appointees 
from civil life at such compensation to remain in the bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask the previous question upon this section and 


ts. 

The question was taken on the amendments of Mr. Cowles, and the 
Chair announced that by the sound the amendments had been rejected. 

Mr. COWLES. I for a division. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Too late. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair was swift in announcing the 
result and does not think that advantage should be taken of the gentle- 
man. The Chair the demand for a division. 

= question was ; and upon a division there were—ayes 19, 
noes 

Mr. COWLES. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The point of order being made that no 
quorum has the Chair will order tellers. 

Mr. CowLEs Mr. HOLMAN were appointed tellers. 

Mr. HOLMAN re the tellers had completed their count). It is 
understood from the gentleman from North Carolina that the call for a 
quorum will be wn, with the understanding that a vote may be 
taken this amendment, in case the bill passes, by yeas and nays 


in 
SPEAKER pro . This is in the House. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I am aware of that; but with that understanding 
of order will be withdrawn. 
, ~ Whenever the matter comes up on the passage of the 
if it is understood that we may have a yea-and-nay vote on this 
of it, I will withdraw the call. 
MORRISON. I do not agree to that. 
COWLES. Then I insist upon the point of order that no quo- 


ze 


berier 


Tum 
pro The tellers will resume their places. 
House divided ; the tellers reported—ayes 30, noes 119. 
No quorum. 
SPEAKER pro tempore. The tellers will resume their places. 
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EVENING SESSION FOR EULOGIES ON THE LATE MICHAEL HAHN. 


Mr.SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, as the House is to meet at 7.30 this even- 
ing for eulogies on the late Mr. HAHN, of Louisiana, I move that we 
now take a recess. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is informed that the order 
fixes the time of meeting this evening, at 7 o’clock. 

Mr.ST.MARTIN. ‘This being the day fixed for the memorial serv- 
ices in honor of the late MIcHAEL Haun, I ask that the House take 
& recess until 7.30 o’clock to consider the special order fixed for this 
day. 

SALE OF GOODS, ETC., BY SAMPLE. 


Mr. O’FERRALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent, pending 
that motion, to present a minority report from the Committee on Com- 
merce on House bill 1621 in relation to the sale of goods and mervhan- 
dise by sample. 

There was no objection, and the views of the minority were ordered 
to be printed to accompany the report of the committee. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Louisiana that the House take a recess un- 
til 7.30 o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 22 
minutes p. m.) the House took a recess until 7 o’clock and 30 minutes 
p. m. 





EVENING SESSION. 
The House reassembled at 7.30p. m., and was called to order by Mr. 
McMILLIN as Speaker pro tempore. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read a letter from the 
SPEAKER. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


SPEAKER's Room, House or REPRESENTATIVES, May 15, 1886. 
Sir: I hereby designate Hon. Benton McMILLIN to preside as Speaker pro 
tempore at the session of the House this evening. . 


J. G. CARLISLE, Speaker. 
Hon, Joun B. CLARK, 


Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
EULOGIES ON LATE HON. MICHAEL HAHN. 


Mr. ST. MARTIN. Mr. Speaker, the House is convened under spe- 
cial order that we may pay a tribute of respect to the memory of our 
deceased colleague, the late Hon. MICHAEL HAHN, a Representative 
from the State of Louisiana, and I send to the Clerk’s desk resolutions 
which I ask to have read and considered. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the House has heard with profound sorrow of the death of 
Hon, MicHae. HAE, late a Representative from the State of Louisiana. 

Resolved, That in the demise of our late colleague the country has suffered 
the loss of a wise legislator, a valuable citizen, and an able and faithful public 
servant. 

Resolved, That as an additional mark of respect to the memory of the deceased 
the House, at the conclusion of these memorial proceedings, shall stand ad- 
journed. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate. 


Mr. ST. MARTIN. Mr. Speaker, in offering these resolutions I feel 
it incumbent upon me to give a brief sketch of the life and public sery- 
ices of my late friend and colleague. 

MICHAEL HAHN was born in Bavaria on the 24th day of November, 
1830. When an infant, his widowed mother emigrated to the United 
States, landing at New York and subsequently moving to New Orleans, 
La. He attended the public schools, and, after graduating from the 
high school of the city, entered the law office of that most eminent 
jurist, the late Christian Roselius. After graduating in the law depart- 
ment of the University of Louisiana he entered upon the practice of his 
profession, conjoining with it the duties of a notary public. 

At an early age he was elected a school director and served for sev- 
eral years. During the late war between the States, in 1862, he was 
elected to Congress, but was not admitted to his seat until the 7th of 
February, 1863. After the expiration of his Congressional term he 
was appointed prize commissioner at New Orleans, during which pe- 
riod he purchased the New Orleans True Delta, which he conducted 
editorially forsome time as a Republicanjournal. He wasinaugurated 
March 4, 1864, as the first Republican governor of Louisiana as a free 
State—receiving from President Lincoln on the 15th of the same month 
the additional powers of military governor. This mark of esteem and 
confidence on the part of President Lincoln Governor Hahn cherished 
as a marked distinction and held it as the highest of his honors. 

I well remember that the day before his untimely death—when he 
seemed to have fully recovered his health, and not supposing then that 
we were to part that day to meet no more, I told him ina playfal man- 
ner that I was glad to be spared the trouble of preparing his eulogy. 
He smilingly said: ‘‘My eulogy would have given yon little trouble. 
It could have been written in a few words. It would have been nec- 
essary simply to have stated that I enjoyed the friendship and confi- 
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had resulted from the bursting of a blood vessel near the heart. Thus 
died MivcHAEL HAHN, who, coming to America a child and friendles;. 
had carved out for himself a notable career, illustrating the possibi|;- 
ties within the reach of every American citizen, whether native-born 
or foreign, under the liberal and benign institutions of our beloved 
country. 

The deceased was born in Bavaria, on the Rhine, on the 24th of \\- 
vember, 1830. When.he was quite an infant his widowed mother wit) 
five children came to the United States, stopping a short time in Ne 
York and Texas and finally settling in New Orleans about 1840. The 
mother died of yellow fever in 1841. Young Hahn was educated in the 
public schools of the city, and after finishing his course entered upon 
the study of law. In April, 1851, he graduated from the law depart- 
ment of the University of Louisiana with the degree of LL. B. This 
diploma admitted him to practice in all the courts of the State. He 
immediately engaged in the practice ofhis profession. When but twenty- 
two years of age he was elected a school director and served for severa! 
years, being at one time president of the board. 

Politically he identified himself with the Democratic party, adher- 
ing to that wing of the party whose recognized head was Stephen 
Douglas, whom he supported for the Presidency in 1560. He was a 
member of the Douglas State committee. 

After the disruption of the Charleston convention a large Union ma; 
meeting was held at Lafayette Square, New Orleans, May 8, 1860, at 
which HAHN made a strong Union speech and offered the resolutions 
adopted by the meeting. 

He continued zealous and persistent in his opposition to secession 
TheState seceded. After secession the legislative authorities required 
all officers of the State to take a new oath of office, which prescribed 1 
pledge to be faithful ‘‘ to the constitution and laws of the Confederat. 
States.’’ He refused to subscribe to the oath, and on the arrival 0: 
Farragut and Butler at New Orleans was prominent in forming Union 
associations and i reconstructing the State. 

In December, 1862, there was an election for Congress in the two dis- 
tricts of the State then entirely within the Federal lines, and H1i\ 
after a candidacy of but a few days, was elected from the second (is- 
trict, receiving more votes than the other three candidates together. 
He was not admitted to his seat until February, 1863. During his 
short stay in Congress he voted for all the war measures of President 
Lincoln, and he and the President very soon became close frien:s. 
After the expiration of his Congressional term he was appointed prize 
commissioner of New Orledins. 



























dence of the martyr President.’’ At the same time he presented the 
following for my perusal: 


ExxcuTivs MAnsion, Washington, D. C., March 13, 1864, 

My Dear Sin: I congratulate you on having fixed your name in history as 
the first free-State governor of Louisiana. Now that you are about to have a 
convention, which, among other things, will probably define the elective fran- 
chise, I barely suggest, for your private consideration, whether some of the col- 
ored people may not be let in, as, for instance, the very intelligent, and — 
cially those who have fought gallantly in our ranks, They woul eae help, 
in some trying time to come, to keep the jewel of liberty in the family of free- 
dom. 7 this = only a suggestion, not to the public, but to you alorte. 

Yours, truly, 


A. LINCOLN. 
Hon. Micwarn, Haws, 


Having been elected to the Senate of the United States, he resigned 
the governorship, but did not press his claim to his Senatorial seat. 
After having filled with credit and usefulness several appointive posi- 
tions, he withdrew to his country place at Hahnville, in the parish of 
Saint Charles, where he secured so fully the confidence of his neighbors 
that he was elected, almost without opposition, police juror, represent- 
ative to the State Legislature, and district judge, serving as such until 
March 3, 1885, when he resigned to enter upon his duties in the Forty- 
ninth Congress. His term of service in this House, though short, gave 
promise of great usefulness and activity, and had the fatal archer spared 
his life he would have madehis markin this Hall, and his Congressional 
career would have been one of unusual splendor and success. 

Mr. Speaker, it was my privilege to enjoy relations of personal friend- 
ship with Governor Hahn for more than thirty years, and although 
differing in our political faith, still it affords me pleasure to bear witness 
that his record as a citizen was such as endeared him to all who knew 
him. He was noted for the gentleness of his manners and kindliness 
of his disposition. He was a scholarly man of great ability, coupled 
with great modesty. He possessed pleasing and winning manners, and 
in all his social relations he bore the character of an estimable, gener- 
ous, kindly, and true man. 

Like many other bright men, he has been cut down atthe threshold 
of a career full of promise, and which would have brought additional 
luster to an already honored name, and given a broader scope to his 
public career. Imbued with a laudable ambition to acquire distinc- 
tion for devotion to his adopted country, fealty to his party, and fidel- 
ity to his friends, he was ever governed in his conduct by a conscien- 
tious desire to perform his whole duty as became a man, a citizen, 
and a public servant. His success was achieved under most perplex- 
ing and embarrassing circumstances—standing at one period almost 
alone in his advocacy of moderation, conciliation, and justice. His 
conservatism commanded the respect of his political opponents and se- 
cured a confidence which was evinced by their votes. On the other 
hand, he supplied to his own party its safest and wisest counsel and 
its ablest leadership. 

This much is honestly due the memory of my deceased colleague; and, 
in closing, I can but say that by his death this body has lost a member 
who would have taken high rank as a legislator and made a record that 
would have been alike creditable to himself and to the State which he 
represented. 


President Lincoln’s policy to re-establish a loyal State government in 
Louisiana, and in a speech at Lyceum. Hall, New Orleans, in Novem- 
ber, 1863, he declared for the abolition of slavery in the whole State 

In January, 1864, he took charge as owner and editor of the \«\, 
Orleans Daily True Delta, in which he advocated emancipation, bein 
the first paper ever owned by a Louisianian to do so. On the recon- 
struction of the State government on a loyal basis, February, 1864, \1: 
HAHN was elected the first free-State governor, and was inducted into 
office in March following. In the same month President Lincoln in- 
vested him with the additional powers of a military governor. 

A reconstruction constitution for the State having been declared 
adopted, a legislature was elected thereunder, which, in January, |= 
elected Governor HAHN to the United States Senate for six years. [1 
consequence of this election he resigned the office of governor, but never 
pressed his claim to a seat in the Senate. 

On the 4th of July, 1865, he made a speech at the emancipation «'- 
ebration in Washington, which was widely circulated. 

A few months later he made a speech before the Equal Saffrage \.- 
sociation of Washington, which also obtained wide circulation. 

In 1867 he became editor and manager of the New Orleans Daily ltc- 
publican, and continued with eminent success in that position unti! 
1871. During this time he received the appointment of administrat: 
of the Charity Hospital of New Orleans. On quitting journalistic liic 
he retired to his plantation in Saint Charles Parish. Here he laid ou 
ond eh De ee Oe oe ere. 

He was a school director of Saint Charles Parish, and repeat- 
edly elected to represent the parish in the Legislature of the State. 
In 1872 he served as president of the Louisiana State educational con- 
vention during its three days’ session. 

While in the Legislature he served as chairman of the committee on 
the judiciary and a short time as speaker. 

In 1876 he was appoi wieieie te wee: i am be was 
unanimously ‘police juror is parish, in June, 1878, was 
appointed by the President superintendent of the United States mint 
at New Orleans, which position he held until January, 1879. 

In November, 1879, he waselected by an almost unanimous vote )udi° 
of the district composed of the parishes of Jefferson, Saint Charles, ani 
Saint John, and was unanimously re-elected to that position in 15>4. 
In November, 1884, he was the Republican nominee for Congress ‘4 
the second Congressional district of the State. He had repeatedly re 
fused the nomination, hut toward the close of the campaign, two weeks 
before the election, being pressed to accept, he yielded and became 4 
candidate. His election in a district asually Democratic by 3,000 ma- 


Mr. BLANCHARD. Mr. Speaker, a colored fireman at Willard’s 
Hotel, this city, making his early rounds, unlocked the door of room No. 
16, on the second floor, at half past 6 o’clock on the morning of March 
15, 1886, and stepped softly into the room to kindle a fire for the com- 
fort of its occupant. He had advanced but a step toward the open 
grate when he discovered that occupant lying prone upon his back and 
surrounded by a pool of blood. Asteunded by the discovery, he ran 
affrighted into the hall, down theneighboring stairs, and pulled up in 
breathless state at the office counter, where he related in a tremor of 
nervous excitement what he had just seen. He was confident that it 
was a case of suicide, and to his terror-stricken gaze there appeared to 
be a gaping wound in the dead man’s throat, 

The night-clerk and the keeper of the neighboring hack-stand, who 
happened to be present, ran up the stairs as rapidly as the servant had 
descended them, and were themselves in turn horrified by the appalling 
sight. 

The room was the one occupied by Representative MICHAEL Haun, of 
the second Congressional district of Louisiana, who was found lying upon 
the floor in the manner described. He was in his night-dress, which 
was deeply stained about the bosom with blood, and in his t hand 
was clutched a handkerchief. The left wasdrawn up toward body, 
as if to press the side to ease pain. The feet were toward the grate 
and near the fender, showing that the dead man had stood 
against the mantel, and in his exhaustion from the loss of blood 
fallen full length backward. Further examination of the room told 
the rest of the melancholy story. 

The sick man, finding he was discharging blood through the mouth, 
had left his bed and walked across to the mantel. The con- 
tinued copiously there, as was plainly to be seen, and also after he had 
fallen exhausted to the floor. The expression of the face was calm and 
free from pain. The servant's story of suicide and of a wound in 
the throat was, of course, merely a matter of the Death 


During this year (1863) he made a number of speeches in favor of 
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jority attested his great popularity with the people in and out of his 
own political party. ee : 

In consequence of his election to Congress he resigned his judgeship 
in March, 1885, and was serving in Congress with usefulness to his 
State and credit to himself when stricken down by the icy hand of 
death. 

It is thus seen that MicHAEL Hann had long been a conspicuous 
figure in the public and political affairs of Louisiana, and his career 1s 
one of which any man might well be proud. F 

Though an active, consistent Republican from the earliest days of 
that party’s existence in the South, Governor HAHN always enjoyed 
the esteem and respect of even his bitterest political opponents. He 
was recognized as a man of integrity and sincere devotion 
to principle, and it was because of this that he was enabled to retain 
the and esteem of the people generally, notwithstanding his 
affiliation with a party which had made itself justly odious in the 
State. 

Of all the leading Republicans in Louisiana he was one-of the least 
objectionable. 

He was— : 

Said an editorial in a New Orleans paper, speaking of his death— 


among the few men prominently connected with reconstruction who enjoyed 
the respect and esteem of the community, whose life was honorable, and whose 
record would bear scrutiny. 


In disposition Governor HAHN was warm-hearted and genial, and his 
courteous demeanor toward all with whom he came in contact drew 
around him a large circle of devoted friends. 

In positions of trust he was inflexible in the performance of his duty; 
in his social relations he bore the character of an estimable, generous, 
kindly, and true man. 

His popularity in the immediate community in which he lived was 
unexampled; his people loved him. A number of citizens in the vil- 
lage of Hahnville draped their houses in black when the announcement 
of his death was made. 

The bar of the district over which he had presided as judge adopted 
the following tribute to his memory on March 22—a few days after his 
death: 

Resolved, Thatin the death of the late Mrcuart Haun the country at large, the 
State of Louisiana, and especially the district represented by him in Congress, 
have suffered a loss deeply to be deplored and difficult to be repaired. 

Resolved further, That as a gentleman he was without reproach, as a politician 
he was incorruptible, asa ‘taloe he was learned, just, and patient, and asa citi- 
zen he was accessible to all, courteous without subserviency, stern without as- 


rity, enterprising without extravagance, appreciated and beloved by high and 
ow as trustworth 


and energetic,and a man of high power and remarkable 
intellect, without false pride. 

Mr. Speaker, a good man has gone from among us in the noontide 
of his usefulness as a member of this House; one who, whether on the 
bench, in the executive office, or in the State or National Legislature, 
was i by his contemporaries as just, honest, and capable. 
And such will be the judgment of posterity. 

Peace to his ashes! : 


Mr. O7DONNELL. Mr. Speaker, it isa mournful pleasure to have 
been invited to pay a tribute to the memory of one who deserved so 
well of his associates. My acquaintance with Governor HAHN began 
soon after the opening of the present session, and from familiar conver- 
sations I grew to esteem him highly. He was modest and retiring, but 

ven in the few weeks he served here he gathered about him many 
friends. You remember the suddenness of his demise; while those who 
knew him had noted his absence from his accustomed place, no one 
thought death near until his end was announced. 

His from earthly scenes teaches us the frail tenure of ex- 
istence here; it was an im ive admonition of the brevity and uncer- 
tainty of life, an exempli ion of the hollowness of ambition and the 
emptiness of office. Itis indeed sad to contemplate that this quiet man 
should be forced into such rude acquaintance with death, that the rend- 
ing of soul and body should be accompanied with such terrible suffer- 

did he or I realize at our last friendly interchange of thought 
he stood on the very threshold of eternity, that the conqueror of 
mankind was already beckoning him to its cold embrace, that his 

should so soon go forth on the mystic journey to the hereafter. 
No native of the soil of Louisiana loved the State more than this its 
son. I remember, sir, when I first began service in this body 


t, 

great industry in Louisiana, and he at once came to me to discuss the 
i out the injury he feared it might 
entail upon the people of the State he served and cherished. This son 
liberty and our institutions; indeed his 
example taught patriotism to the children of the land; his devotion to 
ofven tried in the crucible of persecution, but he ever 

remained true to freedom and union. 

Representative HAHN lived nearly fifty-six years. More thana third 
of that life was passed in the service of the people, and, though ele- 
em where avarice could have its sway, it is recorded 

this servant that he died poor in this world’s 
goods. He was the just executive, the erudite jurist, and the faithful 
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Representative. During the fierce contests in the section where he lived 
no one ever assailed his purity or the integrity of hisintentions. Even 
during the last political strife, a campaign when plummet and press 
fathomed greater depths of acrimony and injustice in the political sea 
than any before, the fierce light did not beat upon him with withering 
rays, and he came here the accredited Representative of the better ele- 
ments of each party in his district. Hesought to serve his people and 
the Commonwealth which he in part represented on this floor. 

The only time we heard his voice was when he appealed for the in- 
terests of Louisiana to promote the prosperity of its great undertaking. 
We all remember a bill he offered and urged its passage. It was to 
remove a bitterreminder to his constituency of the struggle of two dec 
ades agone. He hoped to see the prejudices of the past ‘‘ dissolve like 
the winter drifts in the sunshine of spring,’’ and rejoiced that they were 
yielding to the inevitable influences of time. 

Our late associate was of a genial nature and loved harmony. I re- 
member just before he left this House the wound inflicted on him by 
party reflection and the mournful manner in which he read to me an 
article from a journal in his State and expressed the hurt he felt from 
its injustice. 

Little did its author realize the one he assailed would so soon join 
the vanished procession of men who were. Ah, Mr. Speaker, we can 
but deplore partisan malice, while kindly feeling and justice are lost 
on the arid waste of political controversy. It isoneof the lamentabie 
accompaniments of our institutions that the sincerest and most upright 
intentions are too often refracted by party atmosphere from their aim 
As I think of my friend who is gone, I am mournfully reminded of the 
truth of the Arab proverb: ‘‘ The word that we speak to day, shal! it 
not meet us again and again at the turning of the ways to show us how 
it has cursed or blessed our fellows.” 

The evidences of respect and regard for the memory of our departed 
brother, shown by those in whose midst his honorable life was passed, 
were a comfort to relatives and friends. Tothem it wasa sweet blossom 
of the thorny wreath of sorrow. Inthe harsh and cruel contests of the 
troublous times and contentions which convulsed his State much that 
was unkind came to the surface, but in the calmer years of retrospect 
happily ‘‘death holds a flag of truce over its own; under that flag 
friend and foe sit peacefully together—passions stilled, benevolence re- 
stored, wrongs repaired, and justice done.’’ As time passes, bitterness 
and acrimony are forgotten. Blessed be the kindly feeling! And asthe 
past is viewed through the mellowing atmosphere of time old friend- 
ships are renewed, and the grateful. seed of charity and forbearance 
bring forth a fruitage whose harvests blossom for all eternity. 

Among the precious legacies left by the past our dead friend prized 
the letters written him by the martyr President Lincoln. They em- 
bodied the thoughts of that most imperial brain penned during “the 
great evolution of history—that creative act, so to speak, which stil] 
exercises an influence over the destinies of mankind.’’ The great ruler 
regarded him with warm feeling, commended his moderation and wise 
use of power, and gratefully acknowledged his devotion to country, 
liberty, and law. Well may his heart have been animated with just 
pride as he read the lines, as he often did, traced by the hand that 
lifted up humanity and made the flag the honest emblem of a free and 
happy nation. 

Thelife of Judge HAHN hasclosed. Itisatribute tothe genius of our 
institutions that the child of another clime came to our shores and his 
worth so recognized to call him to the highest places in the gift of his 
people, for they were his people and he was theirs. Hesoughtto build 
anew the broken fortunes of the section where his lot wascast. In all 
positions of responsibility and trust he exercised their powers wisely 
and well, with an eye single to the prosperity and advancement of the 
nation and those whom he served. 

The useful life is over. With him the world’s sun has gone down 
in the shadow of death, but to emerge in the full light of God’s eter- 
nal day. Farewell, true patriotand friend of freedom. Thy days on 
earth have been for the benefit of others more than for thine own, and 
as we give voice to the praise due departed worth, we bestow upon you 
the well-earned commendation: You left your country better than you 
found it. What more need be said? 


Therefore on thy unknown way, 
Go in God’s peace! We shall stay, 
But a little while delay. 


Mr. LYMAN. Mr. Speaker, my personal acquaintance with Mr- 
CHAEL HAHN began on the first day of the present session of Congress, 
when, as the result of the chance by which our respective places in this 
Hall are determined, I found myself allotted to a seat immediately on 
the right of that occupied by the Representative of the second district 
of Louisiana. From that time there sprang up between us a friend- 
ship which continued steadfast, warm, and sincere until the hour of 
his sudden and unexpected death 

But while, personally, until that time he had been a stranger to me, 
he was not by me entirely unknown. Onur deceased companion is a 
historic character in the annals of this country for the last quarter of a 
century. Being familiar with the history of his varied and eventful 
career, it was with a good amount of interest that I watched the appear- 








4564 


ance in the House of the only representative of his party and of mine 
from the State of Louisiana. 

As we learn from the Congressional Directory, Mr. HAHN was notio 
the manor born. He was not a native of the land he loved so well, and 
owed no natural allegiance to the Government which he served so faith- 
fully. He was born in Bavaria, November 24, 1830, whence he came 
when an infant, brought by his widowed mother, to the United States, 
landing in New York, and afterward removing to the city of New Or- 
leans, which city and vicinity continued to be his home until his death. 
Like the majority of American youth, his education was that of the pub- 
licschools. He graduated from the high school of the second munici- 
pality of his adopted city. He studied law in the office of Christian 
Roselius, esq., and attended lectures in the law department of the Uni- 
versity of Louisiana, from which department he graduated April 7, 1851, 
before he had reached his majority. 

He at once commenced the practice of his chosen profession. His 
ability to serve the people was promptly recognized, and when but 
twenty-two years of age he was elected a member of the school board 
of the city of New Orleans, and was made its president. In the days 
prior to the civil war he was in politics a Democrat, and.a follower of 
Stephen A. Douglas, making Union speeches, and by all the power he 
could command opposed secession. And even after his State had taken 
the fatal step he still remained loyal to the Union, and refused to take 
an oath requiring allegiance to the Confederate States government. 
When the State of Louisiana again fell into the hands of the Federal 
authorities he took an active and a prominent in the reconstruc- 
tion of the State, and was the trusted friend and adviser of President 
Lincoln. In 1862 he was elected to Congress, and in February, 1863, 
took his seat in this Hall as a Representative of the people of Louisiana. 

At the expiration of his Congressional term he was appointed prize 
commissioner of New Orleans. He at this time also began the career 
of a journalist. He purchased and edited the New Orleans Daily True 
Delta, and, true to the principles he had always entertained, he was a 
fearless and powerful advocate of emancipation. He was elected, and 
on March 4, 1864, was inaugurated, the first governor of Louisiana asa 
free State, to which was added during the same month by the appoint- 
ment of President Lincoln the duties and powers of military governor. 
In January, 1865, he resigned the office of governor, having been chosen 
to represent his State in the United States Senate. Owing to the dis- 
turbed and unsettled condition of the country at that time he did not 
press his claim, and was not admitted to a seat in the Senate. Asa 
result of his devotion to what he deemed the best interests of his State 
and country, in 1866, during the progress of a riot in New Orleans, he 
received a gunshot wound, which went with him to his grave, and 
made him a cripple from that time to the end of his life. 

In 1867 he became editor and manager of the New Orleans Daily Re- 
publican, and was also appointed administrator of the Charity Hospital 
of New Orleans. In 1871 he added to his other duties vocations 
that of a sugar planter, and removed to his sugar plantation in Saint 
Charles Parish, where he laid out and built the village of Hahnville. 
He was a school director of Saint Charles Parish, and in May, 1872, 
served as president of the Louisiana State educational convention. Dur- 
ing the years 1872, 1874, and 1876 he was a member of the Legislature 
of his State. He was superintendent of the United States mint at New 
Orleans in-1878, and during the fearful ravages and excitement of the 
oe epidemic of that year he remained at his post, faithful to 

is trust. 

In November, 1879, he was elected judge of his district, and unani- 
mously re-elected in 1884, in which position he served until his term as 
a member of the Forty-ninth Congress began. His career asa youth 
in a strange Jand, as a man, as a citizen, as a student, as an educator, 
as a lawyer, as a judge, asa journalist, as a politician, and as ces 
is worthy of all commendation, and challenges the admiration and 
imitation of every American. His death was wholly unanticipated by 
his friends and himself. He had been absent from his seat for several 
days on account of what he and all supposed was only a slight and a 
temporary indisposition. On the Friday evening previous to his death on 
Monday morning, I met him for, as events proved, the last time in life, 
on this floor. He greeted me cheerfully and said he was feeling better 
than he had for a long time, and that on Monday morning he would 
be again regularly in his seat. How little~thought I then that one 
week from that day, and almost at the same hour of the day, I should 
as one of a committee of this House assist in the sad duty of laying his 
mortal remains away to their final rest in the silent city of the dead, 
the beautiful cemetery Metairie, hard by the Crescent City, the Queen 
of the South, the city of his adoption and of his labors. 

How shocked was I when on that Monday m , coming to the 
House expecting to find my genial neighbor in his seat, to find that 
seat draped in the habiliments of mourning and to be told that Mr. 
HAHN was dead! Ourdeceased friend was a man who er hed have 
won the esteem of all classes, races, and conditions of follow-citi- 
zens. This trait of his character Seal ae illustrated at the fune- 
ral obsequies at his home in New Orleans. classes, rich and — 
high and low, Anglo-Saxon and African, from the of the State 
and State and city officials to the hamblest member of society, appeared 
to feel that the Commonwealth and the community of his immediate 








CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





May 15, 





home had met with a great loss, and they all came together and min- 
gled their tears at his bier. . 

MICHAEL HAHN had the confidence of all who knew him. He was 
the only Representative of his political faith from his State. Yet a trib- 
ute of inestimable value was paid him in the sincere sorrow at his death 
shown by his colleagues from his own State, differing from him polit- 
ically so radically as they do. I stood by the side of one of those gen- 
tlemen at the services held in this city, and he said Mr. HAHN had got 
beyond the plane of mere politics, and was a statesman who could act 
for what he believed to be the best interest of his State and country. 
He said, “‘ MicHAEL HAHN could always be relied upon. I always 
knew where to find him.’’ What higher tribute could be paid to his 
worth? In this connection I may be oned for mentioning an in- 
cident which occurred during the earlier days of our present session, 
which illustrates this phase of his character, his devotion to the intez- 
ests of the people he represented, and also the extreme modesty of the 
man and his distrust of himself and of his abilities. 

We had under consideration the bill or resolution authorizing the 
sending of certain property of the United States to the New Orleans 
Exposition, a proposition which was generally opposed by his party asso- 
ciates. I asked him what he would doaboutit. His answer was char- 
acteristic of the man: ‘‘I shall favorit; I think it will assist in develop 
ing the resources of my State, and I shall not only vote for it but I must 
speak for it, even if I am anew member here.’’ And he did speak and 
made an eloquent plea for it. When he sat down, with his usual dis- 
trust of himself he asked: ‘‘ Did I make a fool of myself and hurt the 
cause?’’? While he was thus modest and distrustful of himself, there 
was one phase of his life of which he was justly proud, and of which he 
was wont to speak, and that was the friendship and confidence of A bra- 
ham Lincoln. With what pardonable and justifiable pride did he use 
to exhibit to his friends the autograph letters of that great man to him, 
asking his advice upon questions of reconstruction and commending 
his patriotic and judicious efforts in that direction ! 

The career of our departed colaborer is one of which his friends may 
well be proud. The man who, under the peculiar circumstances sur- 
rounding our country during his active life, with all the disadvantages 
of foreign birth, could live a lifetime in a community which was neces- 
sarily opposed to him in sentiment on almost every question and sus- 
tain himself and retain the entire confidence, support, and esteem of 
everybody was no ordinary man. 

He has gone. In his death his adopted country and State have lost 
a patriotic, devoted, and useful citizen, his city and district a faithful 
and earnest R tative, and his friends a steadfast ally. Peace to 
the ashes of MicHAEL HAHN. Let all that is mortal of our dead 
companion rest in the quiet tomb to which loving hands have con- 
signed his remains until the trump of the resurrection morn shall call 
us all to a before the great Judge to give an account of the deeds 
done in the body; and if he shall then to a future as happy as 
his life was useful to his country and to his fellows, his warmest triends 
can desire no better fate for him we mourn. 


Mr. ELY. Mr. § er, in obedience to a graceful custom, we are 
convened in this Hall to pay our tributes of respect and esteem to the 
memory of a deceased member of this House. Not alone do the pro- 
prieties sanctioned by past Congresses impel us tothese services. ‘The 
associations of this House form a peculiar bond of union between us. 
We come here strangers to each other. We take these seats, and eacli 
looks in the other’s face with courteous civility or, it may be, with 
idle curiosity. But as day follows day, and members join in the work 
of legislation, meet in committee-rooms or on this floor, consult, an- 
tagonize, compare and contrast opinions, and struggle with the prob- 
lems before them, there arises a common interest in the well-being an‘ 
destiny of all and of every one which can never be wholly effaced. 
And when death’s pale flag enters this Chamber, and at his summons « 
brother leaves his chair and to return no more, all hearts are 
moved by the bonds of - here cemented to speak the last fare- 
well, tostrew flowers on his new-made grave, and toplaceon the printed 
page an appreciative estimate of those qualities which elevated him to 
this distinguished of honor and bility. 

Animated by these emotions, I gladly avail myself of this occasion 
to offermy brief tribute to the life and character of M1cHAEL Hat. 
My personal acquaintance with Mr. HAHN covered a period of scarcely 
more than three months, but during that brief time I had not failed to 
observe that he was a man of a calm, conservative, judicious temper 
ament, full of in public firm and decided in his views, 
but gentle in his expression of them. He was evidently a man whom 
it would be safe to follow. I was attracted toward him by his quiet 
and w manners and interesting conversation. In him were 
happily b those qualities of mind and heart which would make 
him, as he was from earliest manhood to the day of his death, the 
trusted public servant of those among whom his lot was most int! 
mately cast. What a remarkable record of public service was his' 
Without the influence of birth or fortune, born in a foreign land, «!- 
most from infancy the son of a widow, he had scarcely attained his ma- 
jority when he was selected for school director, from that time 
onward the rolling years succeed each other not so rapidly as honor sue 
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ceeded to honor and trust to trust, until in the plenitude of his intlu- 
ence and usefulness, but it may be believed not in the plenitude of his 
honors, we mournfully draped his chair in this national House of Rep- 
resentatives, and tenderly escorted his remains to their last resting- 
place among the people who loved him so well and trusted him so 
much, 

Nor were his public trusts more remarkable for their number than 
their variety.~ In all departments of public service, educational, legis- 
lative, judicial, and executive, he seemed equally at home. It may not 
perhaps be said that in any special attribute was he notably endowed. 
Others may be undoubtedly named who were more eloquent than he, 
others more learned, others of stronger intellects. But he was eloquent, 
he was learned, he was strong, because he was faithful—faithful with 
an ingenuous, noble, inspiring faithfulness, which bore him successfully 
and triumphantly through the rugged and sometimes dangerous paths 
of his eventful career, and made him equal to the performance of every 
duty. In war and in peace he was ever the same calm, conservative, 
faithful man. 

He loved hiscountry. He never forgot his allegiancetoher. When 
the war of the rebellion carried the whole people of the South will- 
ingly or unwillingly into its vortex, MICHAEL HAHN stood aloof, and 
was foremost in all measures for the maintenance of the Federal Union 
as our fathers had established it. Considerigg the circumstances in 
which he was placed, this of his career distinguishes him as a re- 
markable man. By his election as the first governor of Louisiana asa 
free State, by his position as military governor under Abraham Lin- 
coln, by his advocacy of the emancipation of the slaves, he acquired a 
national reputation, and has written his name in indelible characters 
on the scroll of his country’s history. 

By this devotion to his adopted country and the perpetuity of her 
institutions MICHAEL HAHN made fitting recognition of what she had 
done for him, Mis career furnishes another illustration of the benefi- 
cence of our beloved land to all her children, native and adopted. 
Coming to our shores a fatherless boy, the doors of the public schools 
of the country opened to receive him. Without money and without 
price, competent teachers guided his tottering feet into paths of learn- 
ing and opened to his youthful mind store-houses of knowledge. He 
emerged from the public school well equipped to enter on the study of 
that most difficult and intricate science, the law. At the age of man- 
hood that same country placed him on a stage of action where all men 
were equal, equal under the law, equal in opportunity, equal in the 
inspiration which American representative government breathes into 
all her children. How well he availed himself of these privileges is 
clearly written on the of his life and will long be treasured in 
the memory of those to whom he was a true friend, a faithful adviser, 
and a devoted public servant. 


Mr. PETTIBONE. In the late months of 1863, after the fall of Vicks- 
burg and the surrender at Port Hudson, when the Mississippi was again 
opened from its source to the sea, it became my fortune to arrive at New 
Orleans with a large contingent of the Federal Army; and then and 
there I first made the acquaintance of our late associate, Hon. MICHAEL 
HAHN. He was then in power in the eae city of the South, New Or- 
leans; but I believe that they who will recall that time, the citizens of 
Louisiana in the dread period of the civil war, will always remember 
that when in power he so bore himself and carried his faculties so meek, 
with such just and scrupuious equity in looking after the rights and 
interests of all, as that the whole of the people of Louisiana who came 
in contact with him at that time felt that in him they had a safe ad- 
viser, a true and warm and steadfast friend. 

This man, as has already been stated, was born under a foreign sky 
beyond the sea. In early life he sought the shores of America. He 
came to this country as thousands had come before him, believing that 
here was scope and verge and room for those who desired to en- 
joy the blessings of liberty for themselves and their posterity; and 
Louisiana became his foster-mother. As the years went by he grew 
into the full stature of American citizenship and manhood. 

The great civil war which was then before us, which was too much 
for the wisdom of Clay and Calhoun and Webster and the sages of that 
now elder time to avert, because the reasons and the causes of it lay 
back almost within the Middle Ages—that great civil war was in 
front of MICHAEL HAHN in his carly manhood. Through that dark 
ordeal he passed as did the citizens of his State and his section of the 


4 


When the war closed divergent interests, sharp passions, keen antag- 
a i ip had their influence and their power, as 
we all , over the States that had thrown their interests with the 
confederacy. We look back upon it now as we look back upon the 
history of the Revolution or fhe great rebellion in the time of Crom- 

A generation of men have been born since that time. To-day 
and now we can come, and with calmness and clearness of mind can 
measure men not as they would have been measured in the olden days, 
but as we now see them, surrounded by the circumstances which en- 
them in that time and in the light which subsequent experi- 
has cast upon it. 
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be said of him he was honest, he was true, he was discreet, he was 
patriotic, he desired and loved the just. 

Knowing MICHAEL HAHN a generation ago, and then having been 
separated from him by the long years that have passed, when I learned 
that he was elected to this Congress 2nd was made a member of my 
committee I joyfully renewed the old acquaintance, and I found him 
what he was in the dark days of 1861 to 1865, only broader, and 
widened, and ripened. 

In him the elements were mixed. All the elements were so com- 
bined that Nature might stand up and say to all the world, This was a 
man! That he was a man of broad principle, of profound conviction, 
and that he had the moral courage to breast all time and all circum- 
stance, I think will be admitted by all who knew him. The Quaker 
poet Whittier (and in one of the last conversations I had with Mr. HAHN 
he quoted Whittier) has described the character of this man and his 
aspirations for what was right and just in the little poem wherein he 
brings the Angel of Freedom and the Angel of Peace together in the 
dark time which we call our civil war, when, to the pleadings of the 
Angel of Peace for a surcease of battle, the Angel of Freedom replied: 


Then Freedom sternly said: I shun 

No pang nor strife beneath the sun 

When Human Rights are staked and won. 
1 knelt with Ziska’s hunted flock ; 

I watched in Touissaint’s cell of rock ; 

I walked with Sidney to the block. 

The moor of Marston felt my tread: 
Through Jersey’s snows the march I led; 
My voice Magenta’s charges sped. 

That was the spirit with which MICHAEL HAHN stood up in those dark 
days in Louisiana. But it happened to him that, as the years went by 
and age came on, the people of Louisiana came to regard him, as he 
was, as a true citizen of their State, wishing only the best things for 
the State and for all the Southland and for all the Republic. That 
the man fought life’s battle well, that he was an honored citizen of his 
Commonwealth and of the nation, was attested by the fact that he was 
sent as a Representative to this the Forty-ninth Congress; when long 
years had interposed between the sharp antagonisms of the past and the 
present time. 

No farther seek his merits to disclose, 
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode 
(There they alike in trembling hope repose), 
The bosom of his Father and his God, 


Mr.GAY. Mr. Chairman, this occasion has been setapart by solemn 
resolution to pay the just tribute of respect to the memory of Hon. 
MICHAEL HAHN, of Louisiana. 

It often happens in intercourse with our fellow-men that we do not 
fully appreciate their value until the rude hand of death removes them 
from our midst. This I feel to be especially true with regard to my 
deceased colleague, and when made aware of his untimely, unlooked- 
for death, I awoke to a partial realization of the great loss sustained 
by this House, by his colleagues, by his constituency, and by the State 
of Louisiana. 

MICHAEL HAHN wasa native of Bavaria, and removed in 1840 with a 
widowed mother to the city of New Orleans, in the tenth year of his 
age. His mother had five children, and when the yellow-fever epi- 
demic of 1841 visited that city she fella victim, leaving these children, 
doubly orphaned, in a strange land. | 

The solid metal of young MICHAL’s nature may be seen by watching 
the progress of events. He attended the public schools and graduated 
in the high school of the second municipality. In his nineteenth year 
we find him in the law office of Christian Roselius, an eminent lawyer, 
whose pure and unblemished character no doubt stamped itself on 
young HAHN. 

While here, besides attending to the duties of the office, he followed 
two courses of lectures in the law department of the University of 
Louisiana, and graduated in April, 1851. 

During his study of the law he earned his livelihood by attention to 
the agency of real estate, with which he was intrusted, and by writing 
short articles for the press, for which he developed an early taste. His 
diploma admitted him to all the courts of the State, and he immedi- 
ately commenced the practice of law, blending with this the duties of 
a notary public, receiving his commission in 1851. 

When but twenty-two years of age he was elected a school director 
and served on the committee on teachers with such men as Rawle, Jen- 
nings, and Bonford. This position he filled several times, and was at 
one time president of the board and cx officio chairman of the committee 
on teachers and high schools. 

In polities Mr. HAMN was a Democrat and a member of the Douglas 
State committee, supporting Stephen A. Douglas for President. After 
the disruption of the Charleston convention he was pronounced in his 
attachment to the perpetuation of the Union, and when in 1861 all per- 
sons holding office were required by the Louisiana Legislature to swear 
allegiance to the confederate government he declined. 

On the arrival of Farragut and Buotier at New Orleans Mr. HAHN 
was recognized as a Union man, and became prominent in devising 
means for the re-establishment of the State government within the lines 


is well for any one of us that, when life’s journey is done, it can ! of Federal control. 








4566 


On the 3d of December, 1862, elections for Congress were held in the 
first and second districts of Louisiana, then entirely within the Federal 
lines. Mr. HAHN was elected in the second district, receiving more 
votes than his three competitors, Darrell, Greathouse, and Jacob Barker, 
together, but was not admitted to his seat until the 17th of February, 
1863. 

During his short stay in Congress he became an intimate friend of 
President Lincoln, whose confidence he enjoyed. During the year 1863 
he was appointed and acted as prize commissioner at New Orleans. He 
wasappointed by General Banks with two others commissioners to liqui- 
date the affairs of the Bank of Louisiana; but on his recommendation 
the appointments were revoked and the bank allowed to settle its own 
affairs. 

On the reconstruction of the State government on a loyal basis (22d 
of February, 1864) he was elected the first free-State governor, and was 
inducted into office on the 4th of March following, and on the 15th of 
the same month he was invested with the additional powers of a mili- 
tary governor by President Lincoln. 

A constitutional convention was elected and submitted a constitu- 
tion, which was ratified. A legislature was elected, and in January, 
1865, Governor HAHN was chosen as Senator to the Senate of the United 
States for six years. He resigned his position as governor, to take ef- 
fect on the 4th of March, 1865. He never pressed his claim to a seat in 
the Senate, because he approved of the reconstruction measures which 
were then being matured. 

As a journalist, his experience was extensive. On the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1864, he took charge of the New Orleans Daily True Delta. In 
1867 he formed a corporation for publishing the New Orleans Daily 
Republican, of which paper he continued to be the manager and editor 
till 1871 with eminent success, 

On retiring from editorial life he went to reside on his plantation in 
Saint Charles Parish. He laid out thereon the thriving village of Hahn- 
ville. Here he was made a school director, and in 1872 was elected to 
the Legislature. 

In May, 1872 he served as president of the Louisiana State educa- 
tional convention during its session of three days. He was elected to 
the Legislature three successive terms, in 1872, 1874, 1876, generally 
without opposition. 

He served as chairman of the committee on the judiciary and a short 
time as speaker. 

On the 15th of August, 1876, he was appointed registrar of voters, 


and although much discussion took concerning the irrgularity of 
the election that year, both political parties approved of the conduct of 


MicHAkL HAnN. In June, 1878, he was appointed by the President 
as superintendent of the United States mint at New Orleans, which 


office he held until the 1st of January, 1879, remaining at his post of 


duty during the epidemic of 1878 and contributing his services in re- 
lieving the distress caused by that scourge upon the city. 
In November, 1879, he was elected by an almost unanimous vote judge 


of the district composed of the parishes of Jefferson, Saint Charles, and 


Saint John. In 1880, during the Presidential le he started and 
edited the New Orleans Ledger, the Republican nominees. 
In April, 1884, he was re-elected ct judge unanimously for four 


years. In October following he sdastundiy accepted the nomination 
as the Republican candidate for Congress from the second district of 
Louisiana, only two weeks before the election, at which he received 
over 1, 300 majority. 

The mature years of MICHAEL HAHN ran parallel with the most ex- 
citing and trying period in the history of his adopted State. The po- 
litical caldron of 1860 stirred the souls of the great masses from one 
end of the land to the other. Hard feclings were engendered; solici- 
tudes were entertained and nurtured. 

The Sage of Auburn had declared that this country must be all free 
or all slave. The people of the South knew well that it would never 
be all slave. 

Mr. Lincoln was elected. His motives were pure, his sentiments 
were liberal, his course would doubtless have been paternal and na- 
- tional, but he was untried, and the mindsof the South were filled with 
apprehension. Webster, Clay, and Benton, alas! were dead. Had 
they lived, their counsel, as oil poured upon the raging waters of the 
storm, might have brought calm. But they had been removed from 
our midst. 

The people of the South loved their country, bet the security of their 
equal rights seemed to be in peril. Hence the coals were easily fanned 
to a flame and the clash of arms succeeded. 

The heart of Louisiana was with their whole country; but when the 


hour for decision came she stood side by side with her sister States of 


the South. 

I recall these incidents not to revive the recollection of events which 
have passed into history, but merely to show how the subject of this 
memoir was brought into Fao prominence. 

It was in such a crisis that MrcHAEL HAHN took his stand amid the 
few who at the advent of the victorious Federal commanders in New 
Orleans ia 1862 could be received with confidence. It was but natural 
that General Butler should look with favor the small band of men 
of good repute who went forward in good to welcome his arrival. 
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period it is worthy of remembrance and comm 
was never marked by unfriendly bearing to his fellow-citizens who ha: 
differed with him in opinion; that he evinced no malice, and he hai 
none; that he never used his power to oppress or annoy when it could 
have been so readily done. 
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In the prominent part taken by MICHAEL HAHN during this trying 
endation that his course 


On the contrary, his talents and influence seem ever to have bee, 


industriously given to re-establish order and civil government, to re- 
store prosperity, and to build up the best interests of the State in {| 


mode he thought available. In this he was trusted far beyond what i; 


the ordinary lot of man, and his judgment and learning lent strengt), 
to the fabric rebuilt. 


He was of a kindly, courteous disposition, ever willing to extend {| 


hand of relief and approachavie by all. 


When a member of Congress in 1863 he was granted peeieicn b; 


the President to visit the Union military prisons to look into the co 
dition of Louisiana prisoners. 


Many kindly acts of Governor HAN to the people of Louisiana wi]! 
live in their grateful remembrance, and especially one recounted, when 


citizens from the interior of the State were dragged upon frivolous 


charges before the court in New Orleans and lodged in a loathsome 
prison, and it became necessary in order to enlarge them to give a 
heavy bond, his warm heart led him to tender his name for their relic: 

In his quiet country Mme he was looked up to with the confiden t 
of a father. His advice was sought by all, and his decisions settled 
ficulties, smoothed asperities, and preserved order. 

He was not permitted to retire from public life, but was compelled 
to accept positions of trust, and when he consented to be a candidate 
there was seldom opposition. 

Mr, HAHN was a bachelor; was accustomed to living alone. In his 
solitary apartments alone he was called upon in the silent hour of nigh: 
to surrender his existence. That he was ready and that he met his fate 
with dignity was plainly manifest from the calm and genial glow which 
wreathed his countenance when his prostrate form was discovered. 

When I gazed for the last time upon the placid, peaceful countenan: 
of the deceased, I was deeply impressed that the light which seemed to 
shine upon his forehead was but the reflex of the gentle spirit of th: 
still small voice instilled by a mother and the heavenly spirit of «ll 
grace vouchsafed to man through the sacrifice of the Son of God, which 
stands ready to enter the hearts of all men who serve God with a will- 
ing mind and with a perfect heart. 

The nation has done honor to itself in bearing the mortal remains 0! 
MICHAEL HAHN, in the guardian charge of his peers of both Houses 0: 
Congress, to their last resting-place amid the cypress and myrtle of his 
cherished home in Louisiana. They have laid him to rest in peace in 
the midst of relatives, friends, and neighbors, who to him were most 
dear and with whom the energies of his life had been identified. 

As one of the colleagues of Mr. HAuN I bear testimony to the u'- 
banity of his manners, to his firmness of purpose, and to his unswery- 
ing devotion to the interests of his constituents. 

His presence here gave promise of great usefulness, and I sincere!) 
mourn his loss. 

Mr. 8ST. MARTIN. 
resolutions. 

The resolutions were adopted unanimously; and the House ther 
upon (at 8 o’clock and 50 minutes p. m.) adjourned. 


Mr. Speaker, I now move the adoption of 1! 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. C. H. ALLEN: Petition of M. F. Eastman, F.T. Greenhaly: 
and Ella T. Wright, representing the Woman’s Indian Association 
Lowell, Mass., in aid of Senate bills 53 and 54—to the Committee 01 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BAYNE: Memorial of the Grocers’ Association of the |i-- 
trict of Columbia, in behalf of the American Agricultural and Dair) 
Association, for the passage of Honse bill 8328, defining butter, a1 
imposing a tax and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, «0! 
exportation of o i © the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. BLAND: Two petitions of citizens of Miller County. :- 
souri, praying for pension | , asrecommended by the n: ation al 
pension committee of the Grand Army of the Republie—to the ( 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BOUND: Petition of Grange No. 249, of Northumberla: 
County, Pennsylvania, for the passage of a law prohibiting the man. 
facture and sale of all imitation dairy products—to the Commitice 0» 


iculture 
By Mr. BURROWS: Petition of 31 cittzens of South Haven, Mich 


praying the of a bill granting suffrage to women—to the Con 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


By Mr. CAINE: Petition of 4,800 citizens of sundry districts in Uta!) 


Territory, ; earnestly protesting against the enactment of any legislation 
which will deprive of ail voice in the nt of said Ter: 


tory, by disfranchising them th h test-oaths on account of their re- 
ligious belief, as proposed by snatnatie party of said Territory; also 
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of any law which would abolish the Legislature of | 


i . 
Tiah and create for the government of the Territory a legislative com- 
mission—to the Committee on the Territories. 
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By Mr. SENEY: Remonstrance of Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce 


, against oleomargarine and butterine—to the same committec. 


By Mr. STEELE: Petition of Harvey Mendenhall, clerk Salem 


Also, memorial and resolutions adopted at a convention of the wool- Monthly Meeting of Friends of Greentown, Ind., asking for the passage 


of Colorado, Wyo Y : 
bined capital of $25,000,000, held at Salt Lake City, Utah, May 3, 1886, 
remonstrating 


which places wool upon the free-list, and asking for a restoration 
of the tariff er 1867 on man woolens—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. ; 5a 

By Mr. DINGLEY: Petition of Woman’s Indian Association of Au- 
burn, Me., for the passage of Senate bill for the allotment of Jands in 
severalty to Indians—to the Committee on Indian A fiairs. 

By Mr. DUNHAM: Resolutions passed by directors of the Chicago 
Board of Trade against House bill 8328, proposing a tax on oleomar- 
garine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of thesame, fixvoring the construction of a bridge by 
the Illinois Central Railroad over the Ohio River at or near Cairo, Lll.— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ELDREDGE: Petition of A. F. Kinning, M. D.; Edward 
Batwell, M. D.; C. F. Ashley, M. D.; Morris Hale, M. D.; and 33 
others, favoring an appropriation for the National Board of Health—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. EVERHART: Petition of business men of Chester city, Pa., 
praying for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on 


Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
By Mr. R: Petition of Grange No. 538, of Pennsylvania, 


for the passage of a bill to protect the dairy interests of the country— 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of same, protesting against all legislation favoring the 
admission to our ports, free of duty, of all agricultural raw materials, 
such as wool, hides, jute, tobacco, raw sugars, rice, &c., and asking for 
agriculture the same protection afforded other industries—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of D. R. Houghton and 63 others, citizens 
of Orange, Vt., for a tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

By Mr. GUENTHER: Memorial asking action of Congress relative 
to State debts—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HIESTAND: Petition of citizens of Lancaster County, Penn- 
sylvania, asking for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Com- 
mittee on Coinage, Weights. and Measures. 

By Mr. HITT: Memorial and resolutions of the Chicago Board of 
Trade, favoring a law authorizing a railroad bridge at Cairo—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. JAMES: Petition ofthe Woman’s Indian Association of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., asking for the enactment of Senate bill 54 as it passed the 
Senate, known as the Dawes allotmentof land in severalty to Indians— 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. LA FOLLETTE: Petition of W. C. B. Weltzin and 32 oth- 
ers, citizens of Primrose, Wis., in favor of some bill to so tax oleomar- 
garine as to drive it from the market—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the Woman’s Indian Rights Association of Madison, 
Wis., for the favorable consideration of the Sioux reservation 
allotment bill (S. 54) and the bill fortherelief of the Mission Indians 
of Cali to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. LINDSLEY: Petition asking for a system of post-office savings 
hanks—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MARTIN: Petition of heirs of John R. Carpenter, deceased, 
late of Sumter County, Alabama, praying that their war claim be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 
hen’, Mr. oe capa O’N on —_ of oe S. McMa- 

a &@ pension—to ittee on Invalid Pensions. 
oe WEN: Petition of Arthur V. Bryant, asking for a pension— 
to the same committee. 

be th PLUMB: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Chicago in favor 
of the bill authorizing the erection of a railroad bridge at Cairo—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the Board of Trade of Chicago, against taxing oleo- 

the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Petition of citizens of Philadelphia, that the 
Government for the redemption of the trade-dollars—to the 
Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 


memorial of Grange No. 149 of Pennsylvania, to suppress the | referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


manufacture of imitation dairy products—to the Committee on Agri- 


the Committee on Ways and Means. 
a eee i of Holland, of Uxbridge, and of War- 
vor of a regulating the trade in oleomargarine—to 
the Committee ture. 


; 5 | 337, and No. 330, Patrons of Husbandry, of P: 
Also, memorial of the same, against the admission free of duty of all | the suppression of the manufacture and sal 


ming, Utah, and Idaho, representing @ com- | of Senate bill 355, providing for peace smong nations—to the Commit- 
| tee on Foreign Affairs. 


against that portion of the tariff bill now before Con- | 


Also, petition of N. M. Neeld, of the board of inspectors, Chicago 
Board of Trade, asking for the defeat of the oleomargerine bill—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. TOOLE: Resolutions of wool-growers of Helena, protesting 
against putting wool on the free-list-—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

The following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, were presented, and severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture: 

By Mr. FREDERICK: Of 172 farmers of Iowa. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of alaw 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the National Treasury, were presented and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. J. M. CAMPBELL: Of citizens of Somerset County, 
sylvania. 

By Mr. 


Penn- 


ELY: Of citizens of Middlesex County, Massachusetts. 


By Mr. HITT: Of citizens of Winnebago County, Illinois 

By Mr. OWEN: Of citizens of Newton County, Indiana. 

By Mr. SCOTT: Of citizens of North East, Pa. 

By Mr. SOWDEN: Of citizens of Northampton County, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

3y Mr. WAKEFIELD: Of citizens of the second district of Minne- 
sota. 


SENATE. 
MonpDAY, May 17, 1886. 


Prayer by Rev. FREDERICK D. PoWER, of fhe city of Washington. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair presents a large number 
of petitions from twenty-two different States, signed by over 2,000 
citizens, on behalf of the American Agricu]tural and Dairy Association, 
praying for the passage of House bill 8320, in reference to the manu- 
facture and sale of oleomargarine and other imitations of butter. The 
petitions will bereferred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair also presents a preamble 
and resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Cincinnati, remon- 
strating against the passage of a law imposing a special tax on oleo- 
margarine or butterine, but setting forth that, under proper penalty, 
these articles should be sold under their proper name and description. 
The resolutions will be referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a resolution adopted by a 
convention of wool-growers of Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, and Idaho, 
recently held at Salt Lake City, remonstrating against the placing of 
wool on the free-list, and praying for the restoration of the ta: 
1867; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of Knights of Labor of Van Wert, Ohio, 
remonstrating against the passage of the free-ship bill; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of 23 citizens of Rutland County, Ver- 
mont, praying for the passage of a bill embodying the recommendations 
of the national pension committee of the Grand Army of the Republic; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Rev. M. J. Firey, Dr. N. 
K. Adams, and other citizens of Altoona, Pa., praying for the better 
legal protection of young girls in the District of Columbia; whic! 


Hi of 


Was 


He also presented petitions of Granges No. 3, No. 249, No 


198, No. 
nia, praying for 


: of imitation dairy prod- 


| ucts; which were referred tothe Committee on Agriculture and For- 
estry. 


He also presented memorials of Granges No. 337, No. 3, No. 198, and 
No. 330, Patrons of Husbandry, of Penusylvania, remonstrating against 


By Mr. RIGGS: Protest of the Chicago Board of Trade against the | the admission free of duty of all agricultural raw materials: which 


taxation of oleomargarine, &c.—to the same committee. 
resolution of the same, favoring the railroad bridge at Cairo— 
on Commerce. 
Also, resolution of the Chicago Produce Exchange, relating to the 
protection of dairy interests—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


s 
g 





| were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of York, Pa., praying that 
increased appropriations be made for the National Board of Health; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

He also presented the petition of Charles Stoughton, of New York 
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city, praying that an appropriation be made for the improvement of 
Harlem River; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial of members of the bar of Pima 
County, Arizona, remonstrating against the passage of House bill 5496, 
to increase the jurisdiction of probate courts in Arizona, and to repeal 
all acts of the Territorial Assembly creating county courts in that Ter- 
ritory; which was referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. BERRY. I present a petition of the Board of Trade of the city 
of Little Rock, Ark., and the petition of a large number of citizens of 
Arkansas, praying that the full amount of $250,000 recommended by the 
board of engineers be appropriated for the improvement of the Arkansas 


River. I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I present the petition of Thomas Grissit and a num- 
ber of other citizens of the United States of African descent, praying 
that an appropriation be made to enable them to emigrate to Liberia. 
I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRISON presented the petition of John F. Vawter and 27 
other citizens of Franklin, Ind.; the petition of G. Bullock and 78 other 
citizens of Lake County, Indiana; the petition of J. Ritterskamp & 
Sons and 29 others, of Freelandsville; the petition of G. W. Lawrance, 
ir., and 30 others, of Lowell, Ind.; and the petition of W. R. Easter and 
52 others, of Kendallville, Ind., praying for the passage of House bill 
8328, defining butter, and regulating the manufacture, sale, &c., of oleo- 
margarine; which were referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

He also presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of the citizens of 
Evansville, Ind., remonstrating against the passage of House bill No. 
6047 and Senate bill No. 1718, authorizing the Chicago, Saint Louis 
and New Orleans Railroad Company and the Illinois Central Railroad 
Company to construct a bridge over the Ohio River at or near Cairo, 
Ill.; which were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of members of the Pima County (Ari- 
zona Territory) bar, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (H. 
Rt. 5496) increasing the jurisdiction of probate courts of Arizona, and 
repealing all acts of the Legislative Assembly creating county courts; 
which was referred to the Committee on Territories. 

He also presented the memorial of Hon. B. F. Potts and 29 other 
cattle-men of Montana, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. 
1715) to regulate the transportation of live stock; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the board of supervisors of Pima 
County, Arizona, praying for the passage of the bill (H. R. 5496) to in- 
crease the jurisdiction ef probate courts in Arizona, and to repeal all 
acts of the Territorial Assembly creating county courts in said Terri- 
tory; which was referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. CULLOM presented resolutions adopted by the directors of the 
Commercial Exchange of Chicago, remonstrating against the passage 
of the bill to tax butterine and oleomargarine; which were referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by the directors of the Chicago 
Board of Trade, in favor of the passage of Senate bill No. 1877, to 
amend the immediate transportation act; which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

He also presented resolutions adopted by the Chicago Board of Trade, 
in favor of the passage of the bill authorizing the Illinois Central Rail- 
road Company to construct a bridge at Cairo; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PALMER. I present a petition of the board of health and cit- 
izens of Ypsilanti, Mich., praying for such legislation and appropria- 
tions as will enable the National Board of Health to effectively prevent 
the introduction of contagious diseases into the United States and their 
spread from one State to another. I move the reference of the petition 
to the Committee on Epidemic Diseases. 

Mr. HARRIS. If I understood the petition correctly, itought to go 
to the Committee on Appropriations, I think. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Tennessee so 
move ? 

Mr. HARRIS. I am not sure that I understood the petition. I 
think it prays that increased appropriations be made. If so, it ought 
to go to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That reference will be made if there 
be no objection. 

Mr. VEST presented resolutions of the Board of Trade of Kansas City, 
Mo., remonstrating against the passage of the bill to place atax of 10 
cents per pound on vleomargarine and butterine; which were referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented the petition of W. F. Pattison and other citizens 
of Saline County, Missouri, praying that an apptopriation be made to 
improve the Missouri River; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE presented the petition of Jesse M. Tate, of Car- 
roll County, Tennessee, late a corporal of Company I, Seventh Regi- 


° 
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ment Tennessee Cavalry, praying to be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. INGALLS presented a petition of William Mackey, late first lieu- 


tenant of Company C, Ninety-ninth Indiana Volunteers, praying to be 
restored to the pension roll; which was referred to the Committee on 


Pensions. 
Mr. HAMPTON presented a petition of colored citizens of South Car- 


olina, praying for aid to enable them to emigrate to Africa; which was 


referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I present a petition of citizens of Wil- 


low Springs, Oreg., praying that the coinage of silver be placed on an 


equality with that of gold; that the coin-certificate system be continued 
and so modified as to authorize the issue of certificates in denominations 
of one, two, and five dollars and upward; that legal-tender notes of the 
denomination of one and two dollars be reissued; that the public debt 
be.as rapidly liquidated as the revenues of the Government will permit; 
and that the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized and instructed to 
loan money secured by mo on real estate to the people, especially 
the farmers. I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of Geneva, N. Y., pray- 
ing for the passage of a bill for the redemption of the trade-dollar; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of farmers of Alfred Centre, N. Y., pray- 
ing for the passage of the bill taxing imitation butter 10 cents a pound; 
which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. HAMPTON presented a memorial of citizens of Charleston and 
Berkeley Counties, South Carolina, asking an appropriation for the pur- 
pose of reopening the water highway known as the *‘ New Town Cut,”’ 
between the city of Charleston and Stono River; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. I ask leave to present a communication from the 
board of directors of the Minneapolis Industrial Exposition, asking for 
appropriations to secure a Government exhibit at that exposition dur- 
ing the summer. This communication, although addressed to me, is 
evidently intended for Congress, and I ask that it be printed in the 
RecorpD. It is short. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SEweE tu in the chair). The com- 
munication will be so printed if there be no objection. Does the Sen- 
ator desire its reference to any committee? 

Mr. McMILLAN. Let it be referred to the Committee on Appro- 

riations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be so referred. 

The communication is as follows: ’ 


MINNEAPOLIS, Mrxw., April 17, 1886. 
Dear Smr: At a meeting of the board of directors of the Minneapolis In- 
dustrial Exposition, held April 12, 1886, it was unanimously voted to take steps 
at once to secure an exhibit from the National Government, made up of displays 
from the Smithsonian Institution and various Departments, Fish Commission, 


&e. 

Hon. J."B. GruFriiax, from this district, has been solicited to present the 
matter to the House, and we hope that Senator SABIN and yourself can pilot the 
matter safely h the Senate. ’ 

To enable the different departments to make a creditable owieg it is neces- 
sary to have C appropriate from $10,000 to $15,000 to cover the expense. 
The cost is so ng and the benefit derived by the people from these displays 
is so vast that there ought to be no hesitation about making the smal! appro- 
PrOn July 7, 1604, an act was passed priating $10,000 to send such a disp! 

uly 7, an was ro} ng J send such a display 
to the Cincinnati Exposition. Mr. O’NEILy procured a similaract in favor of 
Saint Louis last year,and we trust you may succeed in doing as much for the 
Northwest. 

A letter similar to the inclosed has been mailed to cach of your colleagues in 
Congress from this State, requesting their Sees with you, and we trust 
the Minnesota delegation ees Lryegen a solid tin this matter. We hope it 
will be agreeable and convenient to you to aid the exposition in this manner, 
and we request that you endeavor to secure the necessary action of Congress at 
as early a date as possible, as it takes a long time to prepare the exhibits after 
they are authorized by Congress. . 

e will be pleased to render you any assistance we can from this end, and 


follow an eee ou may make. 
Mr. Charles Dahan, Cheek of the Senate,is an associate member of our 
committee, and we are certain will be glad to work with you. 


a nea WM. M. REGAN 
W. E. STEELE, ' 
GEO. L. DALE, 
W. J. DEAN, 
JAMES McGOLRICK, 
Commitiee on Exhibiis. 
W. D. WASHBURN, 
Pre side nt, 


I cordially concur i 

OER penne. L. F. HUBBARD. 
Governor of MinnesotA& 
Hon. Samvet J. R. McMILiay, 
U. 8. Senator, Washington, D. C. 


MINNEAPOLIS, Mrxw., April 17, 1856. 
DearSir: The Minneapolis Industrial Exposition has been duly incorporated 
under the laws of this State and has an invested lof $500,000. A board of 
of twenty. representative business 
talents to the success of the exposition 
this . Thecapital stock has been subscribed by about two thousand three 
h citizens of et etna ome the universal interest taken in the 
matter here and the public of the enterprise. An eligible site in the 


ct 
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very heart of the city, valued at a quarter of a million dollars, has been donated 
to the exposi 


date, shion by chiisens, | fixed for th i f the first grand in 
A m fixed for the opening of the ’ ° 
auetrial and educational exposition ever held inthe Northwest, and the interest 
of not only the entire State, but of the whole northwestern section of our coun- 
try, that it be made an unqualified success. Many unsolicited applica- 
tions for space have already been received from the leading manufacturers of 
various parts of the country, and there is no question as to the success of the 
commercial part of the display. The board of directors, however, are in the 
highest degree ambitious to make it notonly an attractive and entertaining one, 
but in as @ measure as ible an exhibition of substantial benefit to every 
visitor, whether young or old. To achieve this end, they intend to give partic- 
ular attention to the art department and all displays of a specially educational 
e have inaugurated a movement to secure from the General Government 
a o ys from the I Patent Office, Interior, War, Navy, and State Departments, and 
pm ete Institute, &c., similar to the exhibits made by these Departments in 
New Orleans, Cincinnati, and other expositions; and would bespeak for the 
movement the assistance of your influcnce. 
The benefits derived from these displays by visitors, especially those of the 
rising generation, can eee) be overestimated, They give to every person who 


sees them an en pes and resources of our common country, 
and enable the le of the interior to form some idea of the methods by which 
theaffairs of the ious Departments of the National Government are Vonducted. 

The citizens of the Central States have had the benefit of these valuable and 
instructive d at the Cincinnati and Saint Louisexpositions. Those of the 
Southern and Southwestern sections of the country have had an opportunity to 


see them at the World’s Exposition in New Orleans. It is but fair and just that 
the Northwest, so far remote from the seat of Government, should be permitted 
to enjoy the same advantages. From the fact that Minneapolis is the great rail- 
road center of this section, and also a great summer resort, and at the time of the 
holding of our exposition will be filled with tourists from all sections of the 
country, is presented as the strongest reasons why it will be just and proper for 
Congress to authorize the slight expenditure necessary to enable so many people 
to inspect these treasures of our Government. 

Our honorable Representative in Congress from this district will present the 
matter to the House of Be ntatives, and the subject will be brought before 
the Senate by our hono Senators. . 

We trust you may find it le to assist them in securing this great ad- 
vantage to the people of the Northwest. 

We can assure you that this exposition is not local in itscharacter, but is truly 
national in its scope. It will be conducted in a cosmopolitan spirit, and has 
already enlisted the interest of all parts of the country. 

A we at your earliest opportunity is earnestly requested. 

ly, yours, 


WM. M. REGAN, 

GEO. L. DALE, 

JAS. McGOLRICK, 

W. J. DEAN, 

W. E. STEELE, 

CHAS. W. JOHNSON, 
Committee on Exhibits. 

W. D. WASHBURN, 

President. 


L, F. HUBBARD, 
Governor of Minnesota, 


T cordially concur in ahove request, 


Ilion, S. J. R. McMrILiay, 
United States Senate, Washington. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BLACKBURN, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1018) for the relief of Patrick 
Cook, it, without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. V. - Iam instructed by the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 711) toestablish the meaning of the word 
‘*month ”’ in the statutes of the United States, to submit an adverse re- 


port thereon. 

The PRESIDENT tempore. Does the Senator from Missouri 
move to the bill indefinitely ? 

Mr. VEST. The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT], whom I 


do not see in his seat, introduced the bill. I do not know whether he 
desires it to go on the Calendar or not. I am instructed by the com- 
mittee to ask for its indefinite postponement. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the bill will 
be placed on the Calendar with the adverse report of the committee. 

Mr. CAMERON. Iam instructed by a majority of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1877) for the 
relief of John McNaughton, to report it adversely. I do not agree 
with this — and therefore I beg leave to submit the views of the 

w I ask 


minority, may be printed and that the bill be placed on 
the Calendar. 
The PRESID tempore. That order will be made. 
an CAMERON. Iam also instructed by a majority of the Commit- 
on 


Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1822) for the 
relief of Maj. E. A. Hancock, to report it adversely. 


I I do not concur 
in this report, and submit the views of the minority. 


I ask that this 


bill . be on the Calendar. 
tempore. That order will be made. 
5 MANDERSON, the Committee on Territories, to whom was 


referred the bill (S. 161) to amend sections 2474 and 2475 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States, setting apart a certain tract of land 
lying near the headwaters of the Yellowstone River as a public park, 
its indefinite it; which was a to. 
MANDERSON. Iamalsodirected by the Committee on Territo- 


in the bill, mm of them 
eel i, and the committee deem it 
hands of the 


suggested by the Senator 
best to report in the form of 
and I hope it may receive early consideration at the 
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he bill (S. 2436) to amend sections 2474 and 2475 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, setting apart a certain tract of land lying 
near the headwaters of the Yellowstone River as a public park, was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. DOLPH, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the resolution of the Senate relating to Congressional land 
grants in aid of military wagon-roads in the State of Oregon, submit- 
ted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. 2437) providing in cer- 
tain cases for the forfeiture of wagon-road grants in the State of Oregon; 
which was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 1213) to regulate insurance in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported it with amendments, and submitted a report 
thereon. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 902) establishing a subtreasury at Louisville, Ky.; and 

A bill (H. R. 6665) for the erection of a public building at El Paso, 
Texas. > 

The message also announced that the House had concurred in the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 1361) giving a pension to 
Nira D. Gwynne. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills: 

A bill (S. 1484) to authorize the Kansas and Arkansas Valley Rail- 
way to construct and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes; 

A bill (S. 823) granting a pension to Capt. Elihu Jones; 

A bill (S. oan granting a pension to Geriah Collins; 

A bill (S. 983) granting a pension to Michael Daly; 

A bill (S. 1098) granting a pension to H. R. Duke; 

A bill (S. 1253) granting a pension to J. D. Haworth; 

A bill (S. 1420) granting a pension to William Powell; 

A bill (S. 1431) granting a pension to Jane Carr; 

A bill (S. 1441) granting a pension to M. Romahn; 

A bill (S. 1509) granting a pension to William H. Moore; 

A bill (S. 1830) granting a pension to Mrs. C. A. Bailey; and 

A bill (S. 1850) granting a pension to Mrs. Annie C. Owen. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills with amendments; in which it requested the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

A bill (S. 685) granting a pension to Mary Marsh; 

A bill (S. 1227) granting an increase of pension to William P. Squires; 
and 

A bill (1539) granting a pension to Eveline Hunt, widow, and the 
minor children of Lewis Hunt, deceased. 

The message further announced that the House had agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6429) 
granting a pension to Eunice E. Clark. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by the 
President pro tempore: 

A bill (H. R. 1398) granting a pension to Silas S. White; 

A bill (H. R. 1406) granting a pension to Simmons W. Harden; 

A bill (H. R. 1582) for the relief of Eleanor C. Bangham; 

A bill (H. R. 2145) for the relief of Rebecca Eldridge; 

A bill (H. R. coe granting a pension to Richard Gear; 

A bill (H. R. 5252) to increase the pension of George W. Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 1361) granting a pension to Nira D. Gwynne; 

A bill (H. R. 6429) granting a pension to Eunice E. Clark; 

A bill (H. R. 7938) to authorize the Covington and Cincinnati Ele- 
vated Railway and Bridge Company to erect a bridge across the Ohio 
River; and 

A bill (S. 1394) to provide for the ascertainment of the market value 
of certain property in the city of Chicago, and to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to sell and convey said property. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (S. 2438) to authorize the Postmaster- 
General to allow compensation to railroad companies in certain cases for 
apartment service heretofore furnished pursuant to agreement; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. GIBSON (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2439) tocreate a board 
for national defense; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BECK introduced a bill (S. 2440) for the relief of occupying claim- 
ants of real estate in the city of Washington, D. C.; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on tie District of Co- 
lumbia. 


Mr. COCKRELL (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2441) for the re- 
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lief of Joanna Barry; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LOGAN introduced a bill (8. 2442) granting a pension to Miss 
Hattie A. Dada; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also intreduced a bill (S. 2443) granting a pension to Miss Eliz- 
abeth E. Tattle; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ALDRICH introduced a bill (8. 2444) granting a pension to 
Mary A. Mykins; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (8. 2445) granting a pension to Charles W. 
Holland; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON introduced a bill (8S. 2446) for the relief of Joseph 
G. Swank; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He alsointroduced a bill (S. 2447) grantinga pension to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Stewart; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


He also (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2448) for the relief of Will- 
iam H. Deery; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 2449) for the relief of Thomas 
C. McElravy; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLUMB introduced a bill (8S. 2450) granting a pension to Ab- 
ner Daily; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAWES introduced a bill (S. 2451) for the relief of Julia De 
Quindre; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TELLER introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 63) authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to convey to Anson Rudd certain real estate 
in Fremont County, Colorado; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 64) for 
the erection of an equestrian statue in the city of Washington, D. C., 
in honor of General Zachary Taylor, twelfth President of the United 
States; which was readtwice byits title, and referred tothe Committee 
on the Library. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I offer an amendment intended to be proposed by 
me to the river and harbor appropriation bill, providing an appropria- 
tion of $5,000 for the rebuilding of the bridge across the canal at the 
Ohio River Falls at Louisville, Ky. I ask that it be printed, and move 
its reference to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I also offer anamendment intended to be proposed 
by me to the river and harbor appropriation bill, providing for an appro- 
priation of $100,000 for the improvement of the harbor at Michigan City, 
Ind. I move that it be referred to the Committee on Commerce, with 
the accompanying papers, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM, Mr, PLUMB, Mr. VEST, and Mr. WILSON, of Mary- 
land, submitted amendments intended to be proposed by them respect- 
ively to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALDRICH submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. DAWES submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the Army appropriation bill; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ozdered to be printed. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, of Maryland, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the claim of James Hooper be t 
and referred to the Committee on Claims, new evidence ha 

E. P. THOMPSON. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further ‘‘ concurrent 
or other resolutions ’’ the routine morning business is closed and the 
Calendar is in order. , 

Mr. HARRISON. Iask unanimous consent to call up House bill 
570, No. 1136 on the Calendar. I havenot made such a request at this 
session before, and this is a little private bill involving a very small 
amount of money. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator front Indiana moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill named by him. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 570) for the relief of E. 


ken from ‘the files 
ng been filed. 


P. Thompson. It proposes to pay to E. P. Thompson, assistant post- 
master at Indianapolis, Ind., $338, for and postal cards 
stolen and destroyed February 1, 1881, for which he was held liable 


by the postmaster and paid the amount. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered {. 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


HOUSE PENSION BILIS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLArK, it, 
Clerk, announced thatthe House had passed the following bills; in whi 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 308) granting a pension to Mary Sullivan; 

A bill (H. R. 1142) granting a pension to Lydia Hadlock; 

A bill (H. R. 1201) for the relief of Mary Howard Farquhar: 

A bill (H. R. 1520) granting an increase of pension to Mary I’. I 

A bili (Hi R. 1815) granting a pension to Ellen Corcoran; 

A bill (H. R. 2144) granting a pension to C. K. Hughes; 

A bill (H. BR. 2242) restoring to the pension-roll the name of K. 
Billings; 

A bill (H. BR. 4460) to pension John W. Delp; 

A bill (H. R. 4552) for the relief of Susan Smith; 

A bill (HL R. 7703) granting a pension to Anna A. Probert; 

A bill (H. R. aee granting a pension to Isaac Fossett; 

A bill (H. R. 5324 granting a pension to John H. Hunter; - 

A bill (H. R. 6170) granting a pension to Mary A. Van Etten; s 

A bill (H. R., 6250) to increase the pension of Thomas A. Row ley 3 

A bill (H. R. 6311) granting arrears of pension to Mrs. Maria W alker; 

A bill (H. R. 6430) granting a pension to Lucy G. Dutcher; 

A bill Ge R. 7162) granting a pension to Martha MclIlwain; 

A bill (H. R. 7310) granting a pension to Mrs. Arlanta T. Taylor: 

A bill (H. R: 7407) granting a pension to Cyrus Dubbs; 

A bill (H. R. 7509) granting a pension to Cecikia C. McKenna; 

A bill (H. R.'7728) granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Collins: 

A bill (H. R. 7914) to increase the pension of David M. Rennoe 

A bill ir R. 7931) increasing the pension of Clark Boon; 

A bill (H. R. 7979) granting a pension to Jackson Steward ; ° 

A bill (H. R. 8078) for the relief of Lydia 8S. Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. 8111) granting a pension to Rebecca Roberts; 

A bill (H. R. 8332) increasing the pension of James L. Miller; 


A bill (H. R. 8336) granting an increase of pension to Duncan For)e-; 
and 


A bill (H. 


slak« 


5 


R. 8372) granting a pension to John E. Doggett. 4 

The above twenty-nine pension bills were severally read twice by t! ; 

titles, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. i 
THE SHIPPING LAWS. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask unanimous consent to say one word touching t! 

order of business. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

from Maine will proceed. 

Mr. FRYE. I do not like tointerfere with what seems to have }ec) 

an arrangement that the Calendar shall be taken up in regular order, 

but I find myself obliged to be absent from Washington for an inde‘i 

nite period. My consicence will not trouble me at all in relation to i: 

provided I can have one bill disposed of before I go, and that is tli: 

House bill touching shipping fees, &c. Idonotthink it will take lon 

to dispose of the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the order of business? 

Mr. FRYE. Itis No. 267. The bill has been on the Calendar {0 

a long while. 

The PRESIDENT pro iempore. The Senator from Maine asks 1) 

unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the consideration 01 t)c 

bill named by him. Is there objection? 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Wlio!« 

proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 4838) to abolish certain fees fv 

official services to American vessels, and to amend the laws relating |» 

shipping commissioners, seamen, and owners of vessels, and for ot! 


If there be no objection the Senato: 


urposes. 
The bill was reported from the Committee on Commerce with amen- 

ments. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask that the formal reading of the bill he dispens:! 

with, and that it be read by sections for amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection that cour- 

will be pursued. 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the bill. The first amendni 

of the Committee on Commerce was, in section 1, line 32, after ‘) 

word ‘‘allow,’’ to insert ‘‘and pay, from any money in the Treas: 
not otherwise ;”? and in line 35, after the word ‘‘act. 


insert ‘‘also compensation to clerks of shipping commissioners « 
Ce ns eee > so as to rea 

ing commissiowers Senin tiieeseia, ond shi 
P 


‘ho paid whally or by fees shall ke a de = led 
w. are make a ac 
arog the 


1 such services, and sv, to the Secretary - 
‘reasury, under sua eihuerentpent. Ua officer may prescribe: teen eae 
n je “ireasur 
officers such compensation for said services *- 
each would have received prior to the passage of this act; also such com): 
sation to clerks of shipping commissioners a3 would have been paid them had 
this act not passed. 
eee ee 
of , 
The next miebadiieemeteeetton tine 4) cfter** West Tadies,’ 
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to insert ‘‘or that part of the coast of South America bordering on the 
Caribbean Sea;’’ so as to make the section read: 
Sec. 2. eer my: wy commissioners may ship and discha crews for any 
vessel in coastwise trade, or the tonte between the United States 
and the inion of Canada, or Newfoundland, or the West Indies, or that 
part of the coast of South America bordering on the Caribbean Sea, or the Re- 
public of Mexico, at the request of the master or owner of such vessel, the ship- 


ping and Seg in such cases to be one-half that prescribed by section 
of the Revised tes, for the purpose of determining the compensation 
of shipping commissioners. 


Mr. FRYE. That amendment is amistake. I withdraw the amend- | 
ment. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment of the Committec on Commerce was to strike | 
out section 3, in the following words: 

Sec. 3. That section 10 of the act entitled “An act to remove certain burdens 
onthe American merchant marine and encourage the American foreign carry- 
ing and for other purposes,” ageerms June 26, 1884, be amended by in- 
serting the word “relative,” in line 19, the following: ‘Or to an original 
creditor in liquidation of any just debt for board orclothing which he may have 
contracted to engagement, not exceeding one month’s pay for board and 
one month's for clothing.” And said section 10isfurther amended by strik- 
ing out all of the last paragraph after the words “‘ vessels of the United States”’ 
and inserting in lieu of such words stricken out the following: “And any mas- 
ter, — ee, or agent of any foreign vessel who has violated this sec- 


ie to the same penalty that the master, owner, or agent of a 
vessel of the United States would be for a similar violation.” 


The amendment was agreed to 


The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment was, in 
section 4, line 11, after the word ‘‘navigation,’’ to strike out the words 
‘but shall not apply to any canal-boat, barge, or lighter,’’ and to in- 
sert ‘including canal-boats, barges, and lighters;’’ so as to make the 
section read: 

That section 4289 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as follows: 

“Sec. 4289. The isions of the seven preceding sections, and of section 18 
of an act entitled ‘An act to remove certain burdens on the American merchant 
marine and encourage the American —— g trade, and for other pur- 
poses,” ved June 26, 1884, relating to limitations of the liability of the 
owners 


vessels, shall apply to all sea-going vessels, and also to all vessels 


used on lakes or rivers or in inland navigation, including canal-boats, barges, 
and lighters.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The reading of the bill was resumed. ‘Phe next amendment was to 
strike out section 7, in the following words: 

Src. 7. Every vessel of 20 tons or upward, entitled to be documented asa ves- 
sel of the United States, other than registered vessels, found trading between 
district and district, or between different placesin the same district, or carrying 
on the fishery, without being enrolled and licensed, and every vessel of less than 
20 tons and not less than 5 tons burden found trading or carrying on the fishery 
as aforesaid, without a license obtained as provided by this title, shall be liable 
to a fine of $30 at every port of arrival without such enrollment or license. But 
if the license shall have expired while the vessel was at sea, and there shall have 
been no ty to renew such license, then said fine of $30 shall not be in- 
curred, dso much of section 4371 of the Revised Statutes as relates to vessels 
entitled to be documented as vessels of the United States is hereby repealed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 8, line 4, after the words ‘‘fine 
of,” to strike out ‘‘$1”’ and insert ‘‘$2;’’ soas to make the section read: 


That foreign vessels found transporting passengers between places or ports in 
the United States, when such passengers have been taken on board in the United 
States, shall be liable to a fine of $2 for every passenger landed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 9, after the word ‘‘six’’ at the 
end of line 1, to, strike out ‘‘seven;’’ and in line 4, after the word 
“‘such,”’ to insert regulations and;’’ so as to make the section read: 


That the fines im: by sections 5, 6, and 8 of this act shall be subject to re- 
mission or mitigat by the Secretary of the Treasury when the offense was 
not willfully committed. 


, under such regulations and methods of ascertaining | 
the facts as may seem to him advisable. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment was, in | 
section 10, line 6, after ‘‘ United States,’’ to strike out the words ‘‘and 
to vessels of foreign countries granting similar privileges to vessels of 
the United States in their ports;’’ so as to make the section read: 
That the provision of Schedule N of ‘‘An act to reduce internal-revenue taxa- 
tion, and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1883, allowing a drawback on 
imported bituminous coal used for fuel on vessels propelled by steam, shal! be 
to apply only to vessels of the United States. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment was, in 
jon 11, line 13, after the words ‘* Bermuda Islands,”’ to insert ‘on 
the coast of South America bordering on the Caribbean Sea;’’ and after 
the word “ ” at the end of line 18, to insert ‘‘ not, however, to 
juclude vessels in distress or not engaged in trade;’’ so as to read: 


That section 14 of “an act to remove certain burdens on the American mer- 
chant marine and encourage the American foreign carrying trade. and for other 


Fees ane. 1884, be amended so as to read as follows: 
"Bee. 1. in lieu of the tax on tonnage of 30 cents per ton perannum im- 
pean a 1, 1884, aduty of 3 cents per ton, not to exceed in the aggre- 


gate 15 cents per in any one year, is hereby imposed at each entry on all 
be entered in any port of the United States from any foreign 


or in North America, Central America, the West Indian Islands, the 
the Bermuda Islands, or tlie coast of South America bordering 

on the Sea, or the Sandwich Islands, or Newfoundland; and a duty 
Sones ommend ppeennnnne ton per annum, is hereby imposed 
at ‘upon all vessels which be entered in the United States from 








s 


| 
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any other foreign ports, not, however, to include vessels in distress or not en- 
gaged in trade.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill wasresumed. The next amendment was, in 
section 11, line 32, after the words ‘‘ provided further,’’ to strike out: 


‘That any vessel arriving from a foreign port in a port of the United States in 
distress or not engaged in trade shall be exempt from such tonnage tax: And 
provided further. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to insert as section 14 the following: 


_ Sec. 14. That section 4418 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended by strik- 
ing out from the nineteenth and following lines thereof the words “ and, to in- 


| dicate the pressure of steam, suitable steam-registers that will correctly record 
| each excess of steam carried above the prescribed limit 
| attained.” 


t, and the highest point 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to insert as section 15 the following 


Sec. 15, That the provisions of sections 2510 and 2511 of the Revised Statutes 
and of section 16 of “*an act to remove certain burdens on the American mer- 
chant marine and encourage the American foreign carrying trade, and for other 
purposes,” approved June 26, 1884, shall apply to the construction, equipment, 
repairs, and supplies of vessels of the United States employed in the fisheries or 
in the whaling business, in the same manner as to vessels of the United States 
engaged in the foreign trade. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr.FRYE. Iam instructed by the Committee on Commerce to offer 
an amendment, but I shall withhold it, in order that the Senator from 
New York [Mr. MILLER] may offer 2n amendment which would more 
properly come in first. 

Mr. MILLEK. My amendment would more properly come in at the 
present time than follow the amendment of the Senator from Maine. 
I move to add as a new section: 


Sec. —. That rule 12 of section 4233 of the Revised Statutes shall be so con- 
strued as not to require row-boats and skiffs upon the river St. Lawrence t 
lights. 


irry 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE. From the Committee on Commerce I move to add a new 
section. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

The Corer CLERK, It is proposed to add as an additional section 
the following: 


Sec. —. That whenever any foreign country whose vessels have been placed 
on the same footing in the ports of the United States as @merican vessels (the 
coastwise trade excepted) shall deny to any vessels of the United States any of 
the commercial privileges accorded to national vessels in the harbors, ports, or 
waters of such foreign country, the President, on receiving satisfactory informa- 
tion of the continuance of such discriminations against any vessels of the United 
States, ishereby authorized to issue his proclamation excluding, on and after such 
time as he may indicate, from the exercise of such commercial privileges in the 
portsof the United States as are denied to American vessels in the ports of such 
foreign countries, all vessels of such foreign country ofa similar character to 
the vessels of the United States thus discriminated against, and suspending the 
concessions previously granted to the vessels of such country; and on and after 
the date named in such proclamation for it to take effect, if the master, officer 
or agent of any vessel of such foreign country excluded by said proclamation 
from the exercisé of any commercial! privileges shall do any act prohibited by 
said proclamation in the ports, harbors, or waters of the United States for or o 
account of such vessel,such vessel, and its rigging, tackle, furniture,and boats 
and all the goods on board, shall be liable to seizure and to forfeiture to th: 
United States; and any person opposing any officer of the United States in the 
enforcement of this act,or aiding and abetting any other person in such oppo 
sition, shall forfeit $300, and shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon con: 
tion, shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years. 


Mr. McPHERSON. May I inquire of the Senator who has charge 
of the bill if this amendment is reported by the committee? 

Mr. FRYE. It is reported by the committee. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Is it in print? 

Mr. FRYE. It is. 

Mr? McPHERSON,. Itis a very important amendment and has not 


| come under my notice before. 


Mr. FRYE. It was reported about a week ago by the Committee on 
Commerce unanimously. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Will the Senator be so kind, when the proper 
time arrives, to explain it? 

Mr. FRYE. No time is any more proper than now. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Verywell. Ihave only heard it hurriedly read 
at the desk, and therefore can not exactly understand the full purport 
of the amendment. 

Mr. VEST. Will the Senator from Maine allow me? My under- 
standing was when this amendment was proposed in committee that the 
Senator from Maine was to confer with the State Department in regard 
to it. I have heard nothing with reference to the matter since. I 
should like to hear from the Senator from Maine what the Secretary of 
State says in regard to this amendment. I see in the proceedings of 
the House of Representatives that a resolution has been adopted calling 
upon the State Department to explain the statusof this matter at present. 

Mr. FRYE. I was to call on the State Department the next morn- 
ing, but unexpectediy to me the Committee on Commerce was called 
together the next morning on the river and harbor bill, I was obliged 


to be present there, and therefore did not see the Secretary of State. 1 
submitted the question to the committee whether I must see him be- 
fore the amendment was reported, and it was unanimously agreed that 
I need not. Asthe matter was pretty thoroughly understood and there 
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seemed to be no special necessity for doing so I did not see him, and 
have not. 

Mr. VEST. I was not present in the committee at the last meeting. 

Mr. FRYE. I hardly know what explanation to give about this, 
and I do not wish to occupy any more time than is absolutely neces- 
sary. I learned long ago not to discuss a bill if I wanted to pass it. 

It was stated in the discussion on the fishery resolution some time 
since that there was a statute which authorized the President of the 
United States to suspend intercourse with Canada or any other foreign 
country in case necessity arose for doing it. On examining that statute 
I found that it was not so; that it had no application to the condition 
of things which now exists in Canada, and therefore I had referred to 
the Committee on Commerce a general bill giving the President, not 
authority in a special case, not naming Canada, or England, or any other 
country, but a general bill authorizing the President, where discrim- 
inations were made and ports were closed against United States vessels 
by any country, if in his judgment it was deemed advisable, after notice 
given, to issue a proclamation closing our ports against the same vessels 
of that country. 

I do not see myself the slightest earthly objection toit. I do not see 
that the Secretary of State could possibly object to it. I made it the 
duty of the President, but the Committee on Commerce amended that 
by simply giving the President the right to doit if he pleased, leaving 
it entirely to his judgment. It seems to me a very important law to 
have on the statute-book, as Congress is not always in session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Maine. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VEST. I was detained from the Senate by illness at the time 
the bill was passed upon incommittee. I wish to ask the Senator from 
Maine why section 14, which strikes out certain lines of section 4418 of 
the Revised Statutes, was inserted: 


Sec. 14. That section 4418 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended by strik- 
ing out from the nineteenth and following lines thereof the words “ and, to in- 
dicate the pressure of steam, suitable steam-registers that will correctly record 
— 1 of steam carried above the prescribed limit, and the highest point 
attained.” 








Mr. FRYE. That was undoubtedly one of those requirements of law 
in the interest of apatent. The supervising inspector of steamships ad- 
dressed a letter to us, in which he called our attention to it and said 
that the thing itselg was utterly useless, it could not be of any benefit, 
and was of large cost, and that in his opinion the law ought to be re- 
pealed which required it; and it was repealed on the strength of the 
supervising inspector’s request. 

I have one other amendment which I desire to offer as a new section. 
The old law with regard to destitute seamen left in foreign ports re- 
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quired our vessels to bring them home, being paid for a certain dis- 
tance $10 and a certain other distance $20. That was when only sai!- 
ing vessels were in use; and while it was not a reasonable sum to pay 
those vessels for a long voyage, yet as sailing vessels can almost always 
make use of an extra man it was supposed that they would get extra 
labor enough out of these sailors sent home to make it reasonable pay. 

The last shipping act, the act of 1884, increased that limit to $20 and 
$35, but it is found nowadays wherever you have a line of steamers 
that the American consuls and the sailors themselves who are left in- 
sist on being carried home in the steamer; but the steamer never has 
any use for an extra hand. A steamer is obliged to take hands enough 
on board to be occupied at landings and all that sort of thing, but it 
always has extra hands when atsea, and a large number of extra hands. 
so that when the Government puts a destitute sailor or stranded sailor 
in a foreign port on asteamship he is a charge to the steamship entirely. 

Now, take the line to Brazil. There were carried about forty-two 
men @ distance averaging over 4,000 miles each. The amount under 
the act which the Government was authorized to pay the steamship 
company for carrying those men was $35 apiece. The Government 
pay amounted to $1,190. The actual cost to the steamship company 
for doing that service was over $3,000, for which it received $1,190. 
The steerage passage of those seamen would have amounted to $6,065: 
so that the loss to the steamship company was $4,875. In all respects 
they were treated precisely the same as steerage passengers—no work, 
and nothing for them to do on earth. 

Of course these sailors prefer to be sent home by a steam line, and 
undoubtedly a great many men who are not sailors manage through 
some dishonest consul to get a certificate and are sent home on a 
steamer. To remedy this very grave injustice I offer the following 
amendment, to be inserted as a new section: 


Sec. —. Section 9 of “an act to remove certain burdens on the American mer- 
chant marine and encourage the American foreign carrying trade, and for other 
pu .” approved June 26, 1884, is hereby amended in the eighth line by in- 
serting after the words “consular officer’’ the following: *‘ When the trans- 
portation is by a sailing vessel; and the reguiar steerage-passenger rate, when 
not exceeding 2 cents per mile, when the transportation is Py steamer ;”’ and 
the third section is further amended by adding at the end the following: ‘Or to 
take any seaman having a contagious disease.” 

That retains the old price where they are sent by sailing vessels, as 
the law undoubtedly expected they would be sent, and increases the 
price to the steerage rate where sent by a steamer. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask leave to have printed in the REcorp the state- 
ment to which I have referred. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the paper 
will be printed in the Recorp. 

The statement is as follows: 


Distressed United States citizens (paupers) placed on board United States and British mail steamship companies’ steamers by United States consils, 


—_———— — 


Vessel and voyage. 


| 
| 
| 
’ 
; 


Finance, voyage 2, March 5, 1883. ...........serrsesseeescreeeeseesesenersecees 
Reliance, voyage 4, September By ROBB .ncccccrecveccssee evenscesesseveccopenesesees 
Reliance, voyage 8, Jume 26, 18B4 ..............sssessereesessenereeererseneesnnnsenen 
Advance, voyage 8, December 8, 1883 ......ccccceseserseeeerrrsesereenseecenees 
Finance, voyage 10, June 2, 1884........ccccserseserseree enreeessnnneenessenes St. 
Advance, voyage 10, February, 1884..............:00secseereerenenseensarsnnens 

Advance, voyage 12, May 3, 1884..............sssssersrseresenseseneeerersesesennses 


Advance, voyage 14, July, 1884..........ccssermserenssessenenesenereeseseneneren 


Advance, voyage 18, December, 1884.......0.......ssssseeseesnsensennenenee eee 
Finance, voyage 20, January 1, 1885...........cssscessressenseensessenanenssenees 
Merrimack, voyage 2, February 7, 1885.............< eanecenmabepyutedriseabeoes 
Advance, voyage 20, February 21, 1885, 
Merrimack, voyage 6, July 6, 1885....... 
Adyance, voyage 24, July 18, 1885 seealecauacireas 
Merrimack, voyage 10, November 29, 1885.......0..::c:s-seereeeenenrsneeenees ; 
Advance, voyage 28, December 12, 1885. ...............-.cssessesesseeeenenenen nes St. Thomas 
Finance, voyage 30, January, 1836.............000 sd ctihdin vegaenensincoettannnetiniie’ 















Mr. ALLISON. I wish to call the attention of the Senator from 
Maine to the last section, wherein it is provided: 


That the provisigns of sections 2510 and 2511 of the Revised Statutes—— 


I turned to the editions of the Revised Statutes with a view to see 
what those sections were, and I find in the edition of 1878 that section 
2510 relates to ‘‘ machinery for manufacture of beet sugar;” and I find 
in looking further back to the edition of 1873-’75 that sections 2510 and 





| Pernambuco ............. 





and carried, fed, and housed in all respects same as steerage passengers. 


—— —— 
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1); 1,440 10 00 30 00 20 00 
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12; 1,44 120 00 360 00 240 00 
1| 5,308 10 00 75 00 65 00 
3) 1,440 30 00 90 00 60 00 
38) 4,563 380 00 | 2,660 00 | 2,280 0 
2| 4,563 20 00 140 00 120 00 
2) 4,177 20 00 130 00 | 110 00 
17; 1,44 170 00 510 00 | 340 00 
1} 1,440 10 00 30 00 20 00 
5 | 1,440 50 00 150 00 100 00 
1| 1,440 10 0 30 00 | 20 00 
1) 4,177 10 00 6 00 55 00 
2) 3,022 20 00 100 00 80 00 
1} 4,177 10 00 & 00 55 00 
4) 1,44 40 00 120 00 80 00 
5) 4,177 50 00 325 00 | 275 00 
2) 1,440 20 00 @ 00 40 00 
2) 1,440 20 00 60 00 | 40 00 
cocsiptae coneve ceeuipanstb: copence seeceuethapeneseens bueeee 3) 1,440 -30 00 90 00 | 60 
ipeanestsenpscillevanaipaccosiuibgibiaiipsababte | 119 | 1,190 00 6,065 00 | 4,875 00 
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pre F = sections intended probably to be referred to by this section 
It seems to me that is rather an indefinite reference to those statutes, 
because the revised edition of 1878 seems to be the lawful edition now 
of the Revised Statutes, made se by proclamation of the Secretary of 
Mr. FRYE. The last edition is clearly a mistake, but the statement 
of the sections is right in the bill as I have it here, but perhaps that had 
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better be looked to. How would the Senator suggest that the section 
be amended ? 

Mr. HARRISON. I suggest to the Senator from Maine that the ref- 
erence to the title t to identify the subject. 

Mr. FRYE. The title is the same in the bill. 

Mr. ALLISON. In the revision of tariff act ‘‘duties on imports”’ 
in one edition I find sections 2510 and 2511, and in the other edition 
they are sections 2613 and 2514. You might say ‘‘edition of 1873.” 
That would cover it. 

Mr. FRYE. I think myself that it is certain now, although I got 
into trouble when I hunted the matter up. The last edition was 
wrong. I move to amend, in section 15, so as to make it read: 

the ¢ a of sections 2510 and 2511 of the Revised Statutes of the 

edition of I &e. 
. We had better say 1875. It seems to have been 
proclaimed in 1875. 

Mr. FRYE. Very well, say ‘‘edition of 1875.’’ 

The PRESIDENT prg tempore. The question is on the amentiment 
of the Senator from ne to insert the words ‘‘edition of 1875.”’ 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. SEWELL. I should like to ask the Senator from Maine what 
change is made in the tonnage tax? 

Mr. FRYE. The tonnage tax stands precisely as it did before, but 
complications arose by reason of certain foreign countries repealing cer- 
tain dues, and complaining that they were not treated so favorably as 
those countries which were contiguous, and the law has been changed, 
so that now in a country that retains its dues taking the place of ton- 
nage dues, the President by proclamation may extend the repeal of 
these dues to that country. 

Mr. SEWELL. Making it a reciprocal law? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir; we make it a reciprocal law. 

Mr. CALL. I ask the Senator from Maine the meaning of section 
13, which provides that the provisions of section 11 of ‘‘An act to re- 
move certain burdens on the American merchant marine and encourage 
the American foreign carrying-trade, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
June 26, 1884, shall not be construed to apply to whaling vessels. 

Mr. FRYE. The requirement referred to in that section is the slop- 
chest. Whalers all sail upon contract, the men and officers sharing with 
the owners, and they prefer very much to take care of their own outfit. 
The provision was inserted at their request. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate insist on its amendments, and 
ask for a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to; and, by unanimous consent, the President 
pro tempore appointed the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. 
MILLER, Mr. DoLpH, and Mr. VEstT were appointed. 


e 
ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. CONGER. I call for the regular order. 
a PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first case on the Calendar will 
Order of Business 162, being the bill (S. 1286) to amend section 604 
* the Revised Statutes, and for other purposes, was announced as in 
order. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. 
word, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


I ask unanimous consent to say a 
Is there objection? The Chair hears 


none, 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Mr. President, there is a bill on the 
Calendar, Senate bill No. 2115, being Order of Business 981, granting 
to the Railway Bridge Company of Oregon the right to con- 
struct a bridge over the Willamette River in the vicinity of Ray’s Land- 


ing, Oregon. 

The bill is reported unanimously from the Committee on Commerce, 
and the company stands ready to construct the bridge. It is a local 
matter. The company is delayed proceeding with the construction of 
ro yawaiting the passageof thisbill. Underthesecircum- 
stances I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to allow the bill to 
pass at this time. It will require only the reading of the bill. 

Mr. CONGER. The object I have in view in desiring the Calen- 
dar to be with is that we may reach a good many such bills 
which are on the Calerlar. There are two or three bills in which my 
constituents are interested where there seems to be an absolute neces- 


sity for action by theSenate. I hope we shall devote the morning hour 
to bills on the . Ihave not asked the consideration of special | 
bills, and must object to the consideration of others. I did not object 


aoe case of the Senator from Maine [Mr. Fry] because the Sena- 
was i 

The tempore. Objection being made, the bill can 
not be considered at this time. . ; 

Mr. CONGER. Are bills to be taken up on the Calendar that have 
been passed over heretofore without prejudice ? 


e 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


over under the rule. 


4573 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Those passed over without preju- 
dice are usually not taken up without being called for. Those passed 
over without prejudice can be called up on motion. 

Mr. CONGER. The first bill on the Calendar that has been called 
up is one that was passed over, and several have been passed over with- 
out prejudice. Should not the Calendar be taken up where we left off 
the call, and let these others be called up? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is the course which is being 
taken. The first case on the Calendar under that ruling will be stated. 
JURIES IN UNITED STATES COURTS. 

The bill (S. 12) to authorize the juries of the United States circuit 
and district courts to be used interchangeably, and to provide for draw- 
ing talesmen, was announced as in order; and the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider it. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on the Judiciary with 
amendments. The first amendment was, in section 1, line 6, after the 
words ‘‘shall be,’ to strike out ‘‘ in session ’’ and insert ‘‘held;’’ and in 
line 8, after the word ‘‘if,’’ to strike out the words ‘‘ possible and;’’ so 
as to make the section read: 

That the act of Congress approved June 30, 1879, chapter 52, section 2, be, and 
the same is hereby, amended so that whenever any circuit and district courts of 
the United States shall be held at the same time and place they shall be author- 
ized and required, if the business of the courts will permit, to use interchange- 
ably the juries in either court drawn according to the provisions of said act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike out section 2, in the following 
words: 

Sec. 2. That in order to avoid delay in the business of the courts, it shall be 
lawful, in drawing names from the jury-boxes as tales-jurors, for the court to 
excuse those drawn who live at a distance from the court until names of per- 
sons living within a convenient distance are drawn; or the court may direct the 
clerks and commissioners to provide a box, as those now authorized by law are 
made up, containing not less than three hundred names of persons residing 
near the place where the court is held, and qualified to serve as jurors, from 
which the court may direct to be drawn the tales-jurors required to fill vacan- 
cies on the regular panel; or the court may, in an emergency, authorize by- 
standers to be summoned to fill vacancies on the jury: Provided, however, That 
nothing herein contained shall authorize the courts to draw the regular juries 
otherwise than in the mode prescribed by the act of June 30, 1879. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 





LABOR ARBITRATION. 


Mr. COKE. I desire to give notice that to-morrow after the morn- 
ing hour I shall ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to lay aside 
the pending order and take up Order of Business 553, being the bill (H. 
R. 7479) to provide a method for settling controversies and differences 
between railroad corporations engaged in interstate and Territorial 
transportation of property or passengers and their employés, for the pur- 
pose of submitting some remarks thereon. 


CALIFORNIA SCHOOL LANDS. 


The bill (S. 990) to enable the State of California to take lands in 
lieu of the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections found to be mineral lands 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Lands with an 
amendment, in line 7, after the word ‘‘lands,’’ to insert ‘‘ within the 
State of California and from lands;’’ so as to make the section read: 

That the State of California shall have the right to select for schoal purposes 
other Jands in lieu of such sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections as may have been 
or shall be found to be mineral lands: Provided, That such selections shall be 
made from lands within the State of California, and from lands returned as ag- 
ricultural, and upon which at the date of selection no valuable mineral discov- 
eries have been made; and all such selections shall be reported to the Secretary 
of the Interior, who shall, if he is satisfied such lands so selected are not min- 
eral, so certify, and thereupon the right of said State to such selected lands shall 
finally attach; and the Secretary of the Interior shall also ascertain whether 
any of such sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections are mineral lands, and shall cer- 
tify their character, which certificate shall determine the matter. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON. Section 3 ought to be stricken out. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Iowa move 
to strike out section 3? 

Mr. ALLISON. Imovetostrikeout section3, in the following words: 

Sec. 3. That this act shall take effect from and after its passage, 

It is utterly unnecessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 
CALIFORNIA LAND SALES. 


The bill (S. 994) granting to the State of California 5 per cent. of the 


net proceeds of the sales of lands in said State was announced as next 


in order. 
Mr. ALLISON. I object to that. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bili goes 
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Mr. DOLPH. I believe the Senator from California [Mr. STANFORD] 
desires it to keep its place on the Calendar without prejudice. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Iowa object 
to its retaining its place on the Calendar? 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will retain its place on the 
Calendar. 


ISAIAH W,. LEES AND H. H. ELLIS. 


Mr. FAIR. Iask unanimous consent to call up Order of Business 666, 
being the bill (S. 2135) to compensate Isaiah W. Lees and H. H. Ellis, 
of San Francisco, for services rendered the Government. 

Mr. CONGER. We are progressing toward that bill very rapidly 
now if nobody interferes, and 1 hope we may go at full speed without 
interruption. I want to get atsome bills on the Calendar in their order. 

Mr. FAIR. Iam very sorry for the objection. I am only carrying 
out a request of Mr. MILLER, our late associate, now dead. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill can 
not be taken up now. 

Mr. FAIR. Will not the Senator from Michigan withdraw his ob- 
jection ? 

Mr. CONGER. If the Senator states that he asks for the considera- 
tion of the bill at the request of our former colleague, Mr. MILEr, I 
feel unwilling to make objection, if it was a measure in which he was 
interested. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The title of the bill will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. Order of Business 666, being the bill (S. 2135) 
to compensate Isaiah W. Lees and H. H. Ellis, of San Francisco, for 
services rendered the Government. - 

Mr. CONGER. If it will not lead to debate I shall not object. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let it be read for information. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill, and, by unanimous consent, the Sen- 
ate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider it. 

Mr ALLISON. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Farr 
April 14, 1886: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1963) to compen- 
sate Isaiah W. Lees and H. H. Ellis, of San Francisco, Cal., for services rendered 
the Government, have had thesame under consideration, and report as follows: 
It appears that the late Senator MILLER, of California, was immediately con- 
nected with the direction of the service performed by these claimants for which 
compensation is asked in the bill. 
His opinion of the value of their labor, as well as his manifest desire to aid 


them in obtaining remuneration therefor, is clearly shown by the following af- 
fidavit and letter. 


STATE or CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


John F, Miller, bein s- sworn, says that he read the petition of H. H. El- 
lis and I, W. Lees, and that the statement of facts therein contained is substan- 
tially true; that the frauds Supe 

statement were detected brought to light by the efforts of said Ellis and 
Lees, and that the payments mentioned in said statement were made by way of 
a cumpsouins 5 oa United States and oy mee Lord, —< the same 
was sanct y the Treasury Department; that confessions udgment 
in the actions brought upon the export bonds given by said Lord <r mere in- 


cidents to said compromise, and the money was paid in settlement of al] mat- 
ters of difference between the revenue 
transactions 


was, at the time of allthe 


of customs for the district of San Francisco, and made said compromises on the 
part of the United States; that affiant expected a Lees would 
receive one-fourth part of said sum, ae to tho Treasury 2 pg eT ee 
which led to the pprmentenees eee the United States, 


and so represented to them; that 

ant verily believes, of 

sation requested by 
[sat.] 


Sensns to the detection of the aa 
Ellis and Lees is justly due them ; and further saith not. 
JOHN F. MILLER. 
Wasnuinetoy, D. C., May 1, 1870. 


Grex TLeMeNn: Your note of the 2Ist ultimo and copies of your memorial to Con- 
have been received. 


It will afford me pleasure torender you all theaid A Same powes. Your memo- 


rial is well prepared and correct! Sour relief I will heertally the facts and yey ee of the case. 
Ifa bill is introduced for your relief I will the Committee 
on Claims and give my testimony, which will ete fens all you have said in 


the memorial. 
Very truly, yours, 


JNO. F. MILLER. 
Messrs. Lews ona’ E11, 


The accompanying affidavits also appear in the proof: 


I hereby certify that I was United States a’ for the district of 
during the time referred to, and I ony concur General Miller in his state- 
ment in regard to the services rendered 52 eae, Laas Se Seen 
ought to be liberally compensated 

(sau. ] DELOS LAKE, 


Judge of the Municipal Criminal Court, San Francisco. 
STAT”: OF CALIFORNIA, a 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
I hereby certify that during the time the 
Government 


revenue of the United States was a captain of and 
said Ellis policeman, both belonging to what is known as the branch 
of the police department of the city and San Francisco, State of Cal- 
Sei, ond wee were Lee ue So ee eee 
frauds in Btn | and at General John . 
ee the port of San Framtsgo ah thal tis 

SEAL. 
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SraTe or CALIFORSIA, 
Oity and County of Ben Francisco, ss 


Thomas B Senos, being Ginetionen. deposes and says that he was «,,-. 
‘or of the port of San Francisco d uring the years of 1867-63; that detectiy. 
officers Lees and Ellis discovered the frauds mala som the Governmen: nt by 
the firm of Nudd, Lord, and others, and the compromises resu|ti: 
rectiy from their ! seizures amounted to $43,415.84, cash 
That had never been paid their moiety on this or any — sum up to 
* time,and are justly entitled to a liberal compensation, for the eff e., 
labors utterly des Spee the most formidable whisky combination 1}; 
war taieaen on th 


[NOTARIAL —— THOS. B. SHANNON 


A letter from ex-Mayor Bryant, of San Francisco, to Hon. BancLay Hr» 
of the House of tatives, contains the following statement: 

“T was naval officer of this port at the time of the detection of frauds 0), {)). 
revenues which resulted in the seizure at different times of goods and | prop 
erty belonging to the firm of Nudd, Lord & Co., and their 

‘The United States Government received from the seizures, sales, and con 
promises over $43,000, but this sum was Cases compared with the rey 
ee eas to the Government through the prompt destruction of that 

ring.’” 

“Messrs. Lees and Ellis, of the San Francisco detective force, were (|: 
persons who accomplished the great work.” 

On account of the sickness of the late Senator MriueER, a bill for the relic! + 
these claimants was not introduced in the Senate until after his decease 

On the 18th day of January !ast, Mr. Mornow, of California, introduced |); {)), 
House of Representatives a bill (H. R. 3864) containing the same words ani fiy 
ures, which was referred to the Committee on Claims in that body 

On the Ith day of March it was favorably reported from that epeendite: 
an amendment. 

That _—— resents a full and concise statement of the case as exhibited | 
= is herewith a and made a part of this report, petellos Ws 

laimants mentio in the bill were members of the detective arm of 
the San Francisco police department during the years 1967-68, and were en 
ployed by Senator MiILueR, of California, who was at that time the collector of 
customs of the port of San Francisco, to work up certain suspicious circu 
stances connected with the oo of local internal-revenue affairs 

“The result of their skill and labor brought to light the existence of a sy- 
tematic method by which distilled spirits were removed from the interna!-re\ 
nue bonded warehouses for the alleged purpose of rectification; the paci 
thus removed were filled with water and returned to the warehouse, wii! 
original contents were placed upon the local market and sold without pe 
the tax due thereon. 

“To perfect the scheme, and place its detection beyond the reasonable po-< - 
bility of exposure, they exported the barrels containing the water #0 fraud 
lently substituted to foreign countries, under custom-house export bonds. t Ps ) 

presentation of landing certificates from the American consul at the port « 
tination the job was finally concluded. , 

“The incident which unveiled the peculiar methods aheotnt to evade thie 
lawful tax came to light through the failure of a captain of a vessel in the em 
ploy of Nudd, Lord & Co., a heavy wholesale liquor house, to successfully ex 
cute one of their plans. 

“Itap that on the 9th day of July, 1867, the schooner Sarah cleared 
the San Francisco custom-house for the Amoor River, laden with 175 barrele 
and 100 cases of spirits, properly protected by an export bond for $64,800, w! 
represented double the amount of the tax due thereon had it entered into lo 
consumption. A few days thereafter she was reported wrecked off Santa (| 
which is located about iles south of the har of San Francisco. 

“It was at this time that Senator Mr.Ler secured the services of these 0 1i:« 
They discovered the wreck, and found evidence that she had been inten! |: 
scuttled; that the on the barrels were purposely cut to permit t!: 
tents to ores, « and a few of the barrels that had not been cut contained w: 
only. thls information they proceeded to arrest the cook of the sc! 
aiadharhael ne Seen agen ee hasbes of San | Fra 
cisco, and imprisoned him, While under arrest, through the payment es n 
and promise of —— from criminal prosgcution, they obtained i la 
tion by which they found concealed in a cave in Sir Francis Dr: uke I ba 
located on the coast of California, about 40 miles north of San Francisco, 21 |). 
rels and 100 cases of genuine spirits, part of the schooner Sarah’ salleged 

“The remainder of the crew were subsequently arrested and indicted 
in the evidence that the same firm of Nudd, Lord & ©) 

previous, had shipped forty-three barrels of alleged spirits | 
Victoria, British Gaiumbia. tye = investigation proved that forty contain 
water and three only contained spirits. 

**In the same month they had shipped one hundred barrels of alleged s))"'- 
to Guaymas, Mexico. This shipment turned out to be ninety barre!s of water 
and ten only of spirits, which were sold at that place. 

“The proofs furnished the committee are documentary, and found in Ho 
Executive a session Forty-first Congress. They are embrace! 
SS oe Samuel Pardy, who was detailed as special age! 
the in! revenue at Wash to proceed toSan Francisco and investigat 
the internal-revenue affairs, which had Peat bunnana tab aohdent of much news 

— 


S 


ae 


citement. . 
The proofs show that the sums collected from the seizures and inform tion 
tarnisved Senator MULLER by thess claimants were as follows: 





mat earenema teri in the lib repo of Corerno Purdy, and 
the gentlemen signing the letters, as we!! as‘! 

oS rae comedies find no hesitation whatever in 

cluding that claimants are entitled to a just compensation for services ' 


“* Had each of these cases been tried before the court and judgment duly © 


dered for those amounts it is probable that, upon a proper rep’ 
the United States district judge might have ordered at that time ( 
these be declared the “informers” according to law, and awarde! 
them the net sums collected through their instrumentality. But: 
such action was and a further discussion of that phase of the case docs)" 
present consideration. 
Pri iecnctaaivety by theaffidavit of Senator MriEe, of California, wb 
was at the collector of customs for the port of San Francisco, that w lic" 
he these claimants he represented to them that they would receiv 


part of the net sum accruing to the Government from the success 0! 


bad. ae eta bis , tion 3090 United States Revised Stat 


“ 
utes, page the law to-day as well as then. That section, after stating 


& 





¥ 
u 


~*~ = wo 
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shall be made of the fines, forfeitures, or penalties incurred 


first the duties, &c., says: 
rte residue of the proceeds shall be paid into the Treasury of 


distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the 

manner following, to wit: One-half tothe United States; one- 
to the Teeny giving the information which led to the seizure or the re- 
of the or penalty,’ &c. 


authority conferred by the foregoing section that Senator 
MILLER offered 


ot magne nt and received their services. The 
subsequent transfer of the different civil and criminal proceedings then pend- 


ing to the courts for final adjudication through the interna]-revenue arm 9 the 
Government did not, in the opinion of your committee, change the status of 
the o' ] contract and understanding with Collector Miller. 

“JItis clearly shown in the proofs that each case was compromised by Senator 
MILLER as of customs; that the money was paid to him, and by him per- 
sonally covered into the national without reference to the Internal 
Revenue . The confessions of judgment before the courts were merely in- 
cidental; they were doubtless resorted to by the defendants as being the more 
expeditious way to terminate the discomfiture and expense attendant upon 


ha of bold and —ieasite transactions. 
=“ Your committee therefore report the bill with the following amendment, 


namely: In lieu of the words ‘twenty-one thousand seven hundred and seven 
dollars and seventy-two cents’ insert the words ‘ten thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-three dollars and eighty-six cents.’ ‘ 

“ The last-named sum represents one-fourth of the net amount collected and 
paid into the national Treasury growing out of the efforts of the claimants, and 
which they are equitably entitled to under the provisions of section 3090 of the 
United States Revised Statutes before mention 

“ With this amendment, we recommend the passage of the bill.” 

Your committee therefore report the bill back to the Senate with the recom- 
mendation that a bill the same as reported from the Committee on Claims of the 


House of Depramnintives be a as a substitute for Senate bill No. 1693, and 
that Senate bill 1693 be indefinitely postponed. 


In deference to the manifest wish of our late brother Senator, we recommend 
the early consideration and passage of the accompanying substitute bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CONGRESSIONAL LIBLARY BUILDING. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I presume there will be no objection to my call- 
ing attention to the fact that Order of Business 238, being Senate bill 
61, relates to the same subject as a bill which came from the House and 
has been passed, for the erection of a new library building. I therefore 
ask that that bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the bill re- 
ferred to, being the bill (S. 61) authorizing the construction of a build- 
ing for the accommodation of the Congressional Library, will be indefi- 
nitely postponed. The Chair hears no objection, and that order is made. 

ACQUIREMENT OF PROPERTY BY ALIENS. 

The bill (S. 188) to prevent the acquisition of real property by aliens, 
and for other purposes, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. CONGER. If the gentleman who reported that bill has no ob- 
jection, I think it had better go over without prejudice. 

Mr. PLUMB. I wish to have it retain its place on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over with- | 
out prejudice, retaining its place on the Calendar. 


KANSAS CITY, FORT SCOTT AND GULF RAILROAD COMPANY. 


The joint resolution (S. R. 18) for the relief of the Kansas City, Fort 
Scott and Gulf Railroad Company was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. r 

The preamble recites that the Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf Rail- 
road Company, successors to the Kansas and Neosho Valley Railroad 
Company, has, under and in accordance with the provisions of ‘‘An act 
to secure the rights of settlers upon certain railroad lands, and to re- 
peal the first five sections of an act entitled ‘An act granting lands to 
the State of Kansas to aid in the construction of the Kansas and Neosho 
Valley Railroad and its extension to Red River,’ approved July 25, 
1826,” restored to the United States all the unsold lands received by it 
under its land grant, and paid into the Treasury the proceeds of all 
lands sold. =~ 

The resolution therefore declares the Kansas City, Fort Scott and 
Gulf Railroad Company entitled to the payment in full of all compen- 
sation earned heretofore in ing mails and military and other 

ies for the Government, to the same extent and effect as though 
no 


ee for the benefit of the company. 
Mr. . Is there a re in that case ? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. re is. 
Mr. PLUMB. I can state the purport of the measure, which has 
heretofore passed the Senate twice, and perhaps three times. 
The company named in this bill was some time in July, 1866, granted 
ittocomplete itsroad. Subsequently, 
an act of in 1876 I think, it was 
ae the land to the United States, which it did, 
and Fo > to the United States all the money that it had received 
for the land which had been sold, divestingitself entirely of all benefit 
out of the original land grant. Meanwhile, however, betore 
this, it had transported certain supplies for the United 
States Government. Under and by reason of the fact that it was a 
transportation has been withheld. As 
all that it received before the grant went 
to put the company and the Government back 


. Thatisall right. I do not care for the reading 


i 


te 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amendment, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the adoption of 
the preamble. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

BILLS ADVERSELY 
__ The PRESIDENT protempore. Where bills are reported adversely, 
if there be no objection the Chair will pass them to the Calendar un- 
der the ninth rule. So that the next bill on the Calendar, being the 
bill (S. 510) for the relief of Sophia B. Moore, will be placed on the 
Calendar under the ninth rule. 
JAMES 8S. CLARK & CO. 


The bill (S. 41) for the relief of James S. Clark & Co., was announced 
as next in order. 


REPORTED. 


Mr. DOLPH. [ask that that bill go over, retaining its place on the 
Calendar. I think I will offer a substitute for it when it comes up 


again after the meeting of the Committee on Claims. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed oy er, retain- 
ing its place on the Calendar. 
JAMES BAINTER. 

The bill (S. 145) for the relief of James Bainté®, was announced as 
next in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This, being an adverse report, will 
be placed on the Calendar under Rule IX, and also the next four cases. 


COMMANDER JOHN W. PHILIP. 

The bill (S. 1568) to authorize Commander John W. Philip, United 
States Navy, to accept a silver pitcher tendered him by the Govern- 
ment of the United States of Colombia was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY F. POTTS. 

The bill (S. 244) for the relief of Mary F. Potts was announced as 
next in order. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
out prejudice. 


I ask that that go over without losing its place on 
The bill will be passed over with- 


MICHAEL J. HEWSTON. 

The bill (S. 329) to increase the pension of Michael J. Hewston was 
announced as next in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This bill, being reported adversely, 
it will be placed on the Calendar under Rule IX. 

TICE METERS. 

The bill (8. 950) to authorize suits to be brought in the Court of 
Claims for money paid and expenses incurred on account of Tice meters, 
was announced as next in order. 

Mr. McMILLAN. That is adversely reported. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar under Rule IX. ° 

DISTRICT TAX SALES. 

The bill (S. 634) relating to sales for taxes in the District of Colum- 
bia was announced as next in order. 

Mr. CONGER. The Senator reporting that biil is not present. 
ask that it go over without prejudice. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over without 
prejudice. 


I 


DISTRICT LIQUOR SALES. 

The bill (S. 1380) relating to the sale of distilled and fermented 
liquors in the District of Columbia was announced as next in order. 

Mr. HARRIS. That was also reported by the Senator from Kansas, 
who is not present. Let it go over without prejudice. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The bill will be passed over without 
prejudice. 

LOUISE HOME PROPERTY. 

The bill (S. 1129) to exempt from taxation all property held by the 
trustees of the Louise Home, and for other purposes, was announced as 
next in order. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia with an amendment, striking out all after the enacting clause and 
in lieu thereof inserting: ‘ 

That all property held as endowment fund by the trustees of the Louise Home, 
in the city of Washington. D. C., for the purpose of revenue to support said in- 
stitution, shall be, and thesame is hereby, declared exempt from all taxationand 
assessments by the municipal authorities or by the United States so long as the 
same shall be so held; and all taxes and assessments made or imposed upon 
any of the property of said trustees subsequent to the 2ist day of November, 1369, 
whether real, personal, or mixed, be, and the same are hereby, released: Provided, 
That real estate heretofore purchased by said trustees in the management of the 
endowment fund shall be exempt from taxation only while so held, and not to 
exceed five years from the passage of this act. 


Mr, CONGER. Is there a report accompanying that bill ? 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is a report. 

Several SeNATORS. Let it be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

Mr. MILLER. I object to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. 1 appeal to the Senator from New York to allow the 
report to be read. It simply releases from taxation the endowment 
fund of the charity established by Mr. Corcoran known as the Louise 
Ilome. The endowment fund has been assessed and taxes are claimed 
on it, 

Mr. MILLER. If I understand the measure, it not only relieves the 
property they may now have but all they may hereafter have; and if 
these funds are invested in real estate in the city, in houses which are 
rented or in stores or in manufacturing establishments or in any other 
property, under the provisions of this bill they are entirely exempted 
from local taxation. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the Senator will look at the bill and report he 
will find that a part of the endowment fund was loaned out upon mort- 
gage security on certain real estate, and the trustees were compelled to 
acquire the property to secure that portion of the endowment fund. 
The bill does release the taxes apon that property while so held, but 
they are required to dispose of it within a limited time and not to hold 
it free from taxation. 

Mr. ALLISON. his settles a very important principle if adopted, 
because of course it would be inequitable to apply these provisions to 
one charity without applying them to all, and T think it a matter of so 
much importance that it ought not to be considered in this way 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill will 
be passed over. 

Mr. HARRIS. I ask that it be allowed to hold its place on the Cal- 
endar, because when Senators look at it I am satisfied they will not 
object to it. 

Mr. MILLER. I have no objection to that course. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will go over without preju- 
dice. 

The bill (8. 1130) to exempt from taxation all property held by the 
trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and for other purposes, was an- 
nounced as next in order. 

Mr. HARRIS. That presents exactly the same question in respect 
to another charity. : 

Mr. CONGER. Let that go over without prejudice. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That will be the order. 


BONDS OF EXECUTORS. 


The bill (8. 1422) to amend the law relating to the bonds of exec- 
utors in the District of Columbia was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It provides that whenever hereafter a testator shall, by last will and 
testament, request that his executor or executors be not required to 
give bond for the performance of his or their duty as such executor or 
executors, then and in such case the bond required shall be in such 
penalty as the court may consider sufficient to secure the payment of 
the debts due by the testator. The penalty of this bond may be in- 
creased, or an additional bond required, whenever it shall be made to 
appear to the court that the bond as given is insufficient to secure the 
ao of the debts of the testator; and on application of any distri- 

utee or legatee entitled to take under the will, the court shall require 
the executor to give additional bond, with security in penalty sufficient 
to secure the interest of such distributee or legatee. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS PASSED OVER. 


Mr. BUTLER. I should like to invite the attention of the Chair to 
a bill which has just been passed over, the bill (S. 371) limiting a por- 
tion of an act entitled ‘‘An act making appropriations for the naval 
service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1883, and for other purposes.”’ 
I was out of the Senate Chamber temporarily. I should be glad to 
have that bill retain its place on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That has been done on account of 
theabsence of the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE] and the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]. 

The bill (S. 984) to late the foreclosure of mortgages and deeds 
of trust in the District of Columbia was announced as next in order on 
the Culendar. 

Mr. ALLISON. I object to that bill. I see the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Prxe] is absent, and there is no printed report. 

The » PRESIDENT pro tempore.- The bill will be passed over. 

The bill (S. 1598) to annex a certain strip of land therein named to 
the Territory of New Mexico was announced as next in order. 

Mr. PLUMB. I object. , 

The PRESIDENT pro Objection being made, the bill goes 
to the Calendar under Rule TX. 


MARTIN L. BUNDY. 


The bill (S. 365) for the relief of Martin L. Bundy was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides that in the settlement of 
the accounts of Martin L. Bundy, late a — in the Army, the 
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proper accounting officers shall allow $719.47 for the forage of tw, 
horses, to which he was entitled, and which was not drawn by him. 
from the 17th of July, 1862, to the 15th of April, 1866. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ARMS ACCOUNT OF MONTANA. 


The bill (8. 129) authorizing the Secretary of War to adjust and set. 
tle the account for arms, ammunition, and accouterments between the 
Territory of Montana and the United States, was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


REAR-ADMIRAL NICHOLSON. 


The next business on the Calendar was the joint resolution (S. I. 49) 
authorizing Rear-Admiral J. W. A. Nicholson to accept a medal con- 
ferred upon him by the King of Sweden and Norway. 

Mr. LOGAN. Is there any report in that case? 

Mr. FRYE. Perhaps that had better stand over, as the Senator re- 
porting it is absent. 

Several SeNaToRS. There isa report. Let it be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Mr. Frye, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, presented the follow- 
ing, to accompany 8. R. 48 


DErantuxxt or Strate, Washinglon, February 9, 1886. 

Sir: At the instance of the Secretary of the Navy, I have the honor to invite 
the action of Congress on the request of Rear-Admiral J. W. A. Nicholson, 
United States Navy, retired, to be authorized to from the King of Sweden 
and Norway a gol medal with an inscription thanking him for services to the 
consul-general of his government in Egypt during the bombardment of Alex- 
andria in July, 1882. 

Reference is made to S. R. 30, Forty-eighth Congress, first session. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


T. F. BAYARD. 
Hon. Jonn F. Mrizier, &c., 


Committee on Foreign Relations, § Senate. 


DEPARTMENT OF or Strate, Washington, January 8, 1884. 
Simm: I have the honor to transmit herewith for the information and consid- 

cration of your committee a copy of a letter to this De ent from the Secre- 
wa. of the Navy, in - eet to certain decorations and presents therein described 
ich have been tendered to officers of the Navy by foreign governments and 
eaket in this Department pursuant wo ey provisions of the third section of 

the act of Congress, approved January 31, 1 

I y recommend that nciahen be granted to the several officers 
named in Mr. Chandler's letter to accept the presents and decorations w ~ 


have been tendered tothem, eee: ganda, to the provisions of the seco 
section of the above-mentioned act of Co) 


I have the honor to be, sir, your ient serva 
FRED K r. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
Hon. Jouw F. MILLER 


Chairman of the Cominittee on Foreign Relations, Senate. 


NAVY DEPARTMENT, Washington, Ocloder 10, 1383. 
Sim: Referring to the letters of the Depestmcnt of State, dated January 4, 10 
and 11, April 3 and September 13, ae to certain decorations and 
ts tendered oes of the Uni avy by foreign governments, I 
AJeave to inclose herewith ° list of the officers upon whom presents or decora- 
tions have been conferred, and to ask that such steps may be taken as may secm 
to you e ient for obtaining the authority of Congress for their acceptance 
by the o named. 
I have, &c., 
WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Ilion. FREDERICK T. FRELINGHUYSEN, 
Secretary of State. 


List of officers of the United antes Navy who have been tendered decorations or prcs- 
ents by foreign governmenis. 
Rear-Admiral J. W. A. Nicholson.—A gold medal, presented by the King of 
Sweden for kindness and attention noon to Swedish subjects during the bom- 
bardmen the British 


tof A pt, “ 
Rear-Admiral R. W. honk sword, Persian carpet, and other articles, pre- 
Zanzibar, d cruise of the Ticonderoga; presenta 
tion after the custom of Oriental princes. 
dmiral C. H. Baldwin.—A box, with a portrait of the Emperor of 
Russia set in diamonds, presented by the emperor on the occasion of his corona- 


EB. Belknap.—Decoration of Knight Commander of the Royal Or- 
a ip neers ay Se a ebes See eee islands | pecog: 
n services supperinn cones wees occasion of a riot a onolulu 


Capt. Henry Wilson and Pearson.—Decorations of Knight 
of Order of Kalakaua, tendered by the King of the Ha- 
waiian Islands ee a ee. 

Lieut. Charles A. Foster and Lieut. Jesse M. Roper.—Decorations of Knight © mo 
ion of Royal Order of the Crown of Hawaii, tendered by the King of the 
waiian on the occasion of his coro 

9 ot a 7 T. T. Wo 
Decorations of the of El Busto del r, tendered by his Excell. lency 


Li by His the President of Venezuela vu) yn the 
occasion of the unveiling of the statue of Ghiues a Caracas. 


Mr. LOGAN. That resolution ha better go over, I . ; 
Mr. HAWLEY. T segest that it might a8 wll go throu if the 


ee ee 
Mr. FR is a case where services were actually rendered, 
and the medal has been in the t for several years. 


Mr. HAWLEY. I do not think any injury to the public service ci0 





1886. 












result from allowing an officer to receive a compliment, equivalent to 
a tender of thanks, from the King of Sweden as an act of national 
— - hope we shall not be too severe in these matters. 

Mr. AN. Ido not want to be severe about these things. I ob- 
ject generally to the acceptance of medals from any foreign government 
by any of our officers. I always have opposed it and always shall vote 
againstit. If the Senate wants to pass the resolution, it can do it with- 
out any objection except my own personal objection, which I enter. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the resolution 
goes over under the rule. 

Mr. FRYE. I do not understand the Senator to object. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not object to its consideration, but I object my- 
self to it and shall vote against it. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair will put the question then. 

The joint resolution was considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

H. K. BELDING. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 127) for the relief of 
H. K. Belding, which proposes to pay $1,566 to H. K. Belding, of Min- 
nesota, the amount due him for carrying the mails of the United States 
between the years 1858 and 1862. 

Mr, A N. Isee the committee report— ° 

They, therefore recommend-the payment to Mr. Belding of the sum of $850 
for the seventeen months of service as above stated. 

Mr. HOAR. I suggest that the bill stand over to be taken up when 
the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SPooNER] returns to his seat, as he 
is absent at this moment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
be passed over. 


FRANK DELLA TERRE AND SUSAN F. DELLA TERRE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 492) for the relief of 
Frank Della Terre and Susan F. Della Terre, heirs of Peter Della Terre, 
deceased. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Claims with an amend- 

ment, in line 6, after the word “‘of,’’ where it occurs the second time, 
strike out “‘fifty’’ and insert ‘‘ten;’’ so as to make the bill read: 
Be it enacted, &c., That out of any money in the Treasury of the United States 
the Secretary pay to Frank Della Terre and Susan F. Della Terre, heirs of the 
Jate district attorney of the northern district of California, Peter Della Terre, 
deceased, the sum of $10,000, in full consideration for extraordinary services ren- 
dered by said Peter Della Terre, during the years 1857, 1858, and 159, in defend- 
ing the title of the United States to public property in the State of California, and 
recovery of 19,148 square nailes of territory, valued at $150,000,000. 

Mr. LOGAN. Where is the report in that case? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

Mr. ALLISON. It is a long report. 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido not care whether it is long or short; I want to 
know what the claim is. 

Mr. DOLPH. As that report is very lengthy and will occupy the en- 
tire morning hour and may lead to some discussion, I ask that the bill 
go over, retaining its pluce on the Calendar, and when the Calendar is 
taken up to-morrow morning I shall have the papers ready and be pre- 
pared to answer any question about the case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over inform- 
ally. 


If there be no objection, the bill will 


WILLIAM TABB. 
The bill (8. 1310) for the relief of William Tabb was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to pay to William Tabb, of 
pottsylvania County, near Fredericksburg, Va., $2,149.75, in full for 


§ 
supplies taken from him during the years 19863 and 1864 by and for the 
use of the United States troops. 


Mr. HOAR. There isa very brief report in that case which I should 
like to have read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Hoar 
Febraary 24, 1886: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1310) for the re- 
lief of ‘Tabb, have considered the same, anc respectfully report : 
We the by 
sion of 
iy 


Wiliam ve 

the Forty-crghth hey A on ; ai aa ot the till errs 
and recommend the passage of the bill: 

This is a claim for to have been taken from the claimant, 
Ss May, 1863, the command of General Joseph Hooker, 
in part in May, by forces under command of Maj. Gen. U. 8. Grant. 
from on file that the claimant was born in England; 
in 1848, and has since resided in Spottsylvania 


came Se 
aa, Sens Sane in he declared in one of the courts in said State his 
to a citizen of the United States and to renounce all allegiance 
i = ; that in 1870 he took his 
On the 16th of September, 1872 he seaemiet his claim to the Southern Claims 


§ 
Z 





Commission. The reports of that commission show that the claim was never 
prosecuted before them. The claimant alleges that he did not prosecute his 
claim before that commission because informed by his counsel, after having pre- 
sented his claim, that the commission had said that they would not take juris- 
diction of the cause, owing to the fact that the claimant was not, at the time of 
the taking of the property, a citizen of the United States. The claimant further 
= that his counsel informed him that the commission advised a petition 

Upon state of facts the claimant made a petition to Congress in 1874, that 

XVII——287 
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being two years after he had filed his petition before the Southern Claims Com- 
mission, 

There seems to be no doubt as to the claimant's loyalty, it being established 
by the testimony of several witnesses, including his neighbors and Union sel- 
diers. Your committee are of the opinion that, so far as the character of the 
claimant is concerned, there is nothing which should deprive him of re'ief from 
Congress. The Southern Claims Comniission held that they had no jurisdiction, 
because the claimant was not a full citizen in. every sense of the word; but he 
surely was so far a citizen as to entitle him to protection of his rights of property 
from this Government. The oath delaring his intention to become a citizen of 
the United States was an act of expatriation, after which he could not claim re- 
dress through the British Government. 

The claim is for quartermaster and commissary supplies taken to the value of 
$2,149.75. No vouchers were given by the officers taking the property, which is 
explained by the fact that Mr. Tabb and his family were sick at the times with 
diphtheria. There is evidence showing that on one of the occasions two of Mr. 
Tabb’s children were lying dead in his house from that disease. But there is 
other satisfactory proof that property belonging to the claimant, of the amount 
and value alleged, was taken for the use of the Army. 

A favorable report in the case was mae in the second session of the Forty- 
fourth Congress, recommending that the Southern Claims Commission be given 
jurisdiction of the claim. Since the commission ceased to exist, it has been the 
usual way in such cases to recommend the passage of a bill authorizing the Quar- 
termaster-General to examine the claim and report to Congressthe facts. This 
claim, however, is for a smal] sum, and the proof as to the amount and value of 
the property taken is very satisfactory. 

Your committee therefore recommend that the bill pass. 


Mr. PLUMB. I object to that. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
over. 


Objection being made, the bill goes 


SAC AND FOX AND IOWA RESERVATIONS. 

The bill (S. 1577) to amend the third section of an act entitled ‘‘An act 
to provide forthe sale of the Sac and Fox and Iowa Indian reservations, 
in the States of Nebraska and Kansas, and for other purposes.’’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1885, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs with 
amendments, in line 19, to strike out ‘‘ withheld’ and insert ‘‘held;”’ 
in line 20, after the word “‘ accepted,’’ to strike out ‘‘in full’’ and in- 
sert ‘‘at their fair valuation, to be ascertained by the Secretary of the 
Interior, in part;’’ in line 26, to strike out ‘‘certificate’’ and insert 
‘*patent;’’ in line 27, to strike out ‘“‘ section ’’ and insert ‘‘act, and the 
act to which this act isan amendment;’’ in line 29, to strike out ‘‘cer- 
tificate’’ and insert ‘‘patent;’’ and, in line 30, to strike out ‘‘certi- 
fied’’ and insert ‘‘ patented;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

That section 3 of the act entitled “ An act to provide for the sale of the Sac 
and Fox and Iowa reservations, in the States of Nebraska and Kansas, and for 


other purposes,”’ approved March 3, 1885, be. and the same is hereby, amended so 
as to read as follows : 

“Sec. 3. That if any member of said Sac and Fox or Iowa tribe of Indians, 
properly enrolled at the Pottawatomie and Great Nemaha agency, shall elect 
to remain upon the reservation of his respective tribe, he shall be allowed to 
select an allotment of land in quantity as follows: If he be the head ofa family, 
160 acres; if asingle person over eighteen yearsof age, or orphan child under 
eighteen years of age, 80acres ; and ifa minor child under eighteen years of age, 
40 acres, heads of families selecting the land for themselves and minor children, 
and the United States Indian agent for orphan children. The lands so se- 
lected shall be held from sale as provided for herein, and shall be accepted at 
their fair valuation, to be ascertained by the Secretary of the Interior, in part 
satisfaction of his interest in -«d 'o said reservation, and of the moneys or 
fund realized from the sale thercoi: Provided, That his right to share in the 
other funds and credits of the tribe shall not be impaired thereby ; and the Sec- 
retary of the Interior shal! cause a patent to issue to each of the allottees, under 
the provisions of this act, and the act to which this act is an amendment, for 
the lands selected by or for such allottee, which patent shall be of the legal 
effect, and declare that the United States does and will hold the land thus pat- 
ented for the period of twenty-five years, in truat for the sole use and benefit of 
the allottee, or, in case of his decease, of his heirs according to the laws of the 
State in which said land is situated, and that at the expiration of said period the 
United States will convey the same by patent to said Indian, or his heirs as 
aforesaid, in fee, discharged of said trust and free of all charge or incumbrance 
whatsoever ; and if any conveyance shall be made of the lands thus allotted, or 
any contract made touching the same, before the expiration ofthe time above 
mentioned, such conveyance or contract shall be absolutely null and void; and 
such lands, during such time, shall not be subject to taxation, alienation, or forced 
sale, under execution or otherwise.”’ 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. ° 
WILLIAM P. SQUIRES. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1227) granting an in- 
crease of pension to William P. Squires, which was, in line 7, to strike 
out ‘fifty’? and insert ‘‘forty-five;’’ so as to make the rate of pension 
$45 per month. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


MARY MARSH. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 685) granting a pension 
to Mary Marsh, which were, in line 4, after the word *‘ pension-roll,’’ to 
strike out the words ‘‘subject to the provisions and limitations of the 
pension laws,’’ and at the end of the biil to add ‘‘and pay her a pen- 
sion at the rate of $12 per month.”’ 

The amendments were concurred in. 


EVELINE HUNT. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill (S, 1539) granting a 
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pension to Eveline Hunt, widow, and the minor children of Lewis 
Hunt, deceased, which were, in line 4 to strike out the word ‘‘ names”’ 
and insert ‘‘name;’’ in line 7, after the word “ militia,’’ to strike out 
the words ‘‘and the minor children and heirs of the said Lewis Hunt, 
deceased ;’’ and to amend the title so as to read ‘‘An act granting a 
pension to Eveline Hunt.”’ 

The amendments were concurred in. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. 902) establishing a subtreasury at Louisville, Ky., 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill (H. R. 6665) for the erection of a public building at El Paso, 
Tex., was read twice by its title, and refe to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds. 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS AND DEPENDENT RELATIVES. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hourof 20’clock havingarrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 1886) for the relief of soldiers of the late war hon- 
orably discharged after six months’ service who are disabled and de- 
pendent upon their own labor for support, and of dependent parents 
of soldiers who died in the service or from disabilities contracted 
therein. , 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending question is on the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. VAN Wyck], 
which will be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to add: 


That no soldier under this act shall receive less than $8 per month. 


Mr. BLAIR. That isan amendment in which the Senator from IIli- 
nois is interested. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It isan amendment moved by the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. Van Wyck]. 

- BLAIR. I move to amend the amendment by substituting $4 
for $8. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Where does the original amendment come in ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary does not know, be- 
cause the amendment does not state where it is tocome in. TheChair 
supposes that it will come in at the end of the bill or wherever it may 
be appropriate. Will the Senator from Nebraska indicate in what part 
of the bill the amendment shall be inserted ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Put it at the end of the first section as a proviso 
in this form: 


gaan further, That no soldier under this act shall receive less than $8 per 
month, 

Mr. BLAIR. Then I renew my amendment to the amendment, to 
substitute $4 instead of $8. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I understand the effect of the amendment of the 
Senator from Nebraska is to make the lowest rate of pension $8. Is 
that the intention of the Senator? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The amendment was presented with a view of 
meeting the state of facts illustrated by the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
Loeawl. For a long time we have necessarily in the number of cases 
coming before the Pension Committee and for action in both bodies 
discovered that what seemed to be great injustice was done to soldiers 
seeking pensions from the mode, system, or manner of weighing disa- 
bility. A certain maximum is allowed, and then the pension is rated 
down in proportion to the disability. The result was, as heretofore 
stated, that a pension may be $1 per month; and so far has this mat- 
ter of weighing disability been carried in the Pension Office, not only 
now but under previous administrations of that office, that really they 
have fixed it in fractions of a dollar, and some pensions are granted not 
only for $2, but for $2 and a certain number of cents; I think some 
$2.66. f 

At all events it would seem improper to go into such fractions, and 
therefore it was that early in the session I introduced a bill providing 
that all persons then on the pension-roll receiving less than $8 a month 
should be pensioned at the rate of $8 permonth. When I saw this bill 
presented here with the provision it contains as to the amount of the 
pensions, différent from what I supposed the committee intended—and 
I think I may say now that the rate of pension is fixed differently from 
what a majority of the membersof the Pension Committee supposed— 
I felt that an injustice would be done if the basis of computation was 
to be the same as heretofore in these cases. I think the persons seek- 
ing pensions under this and previous laws would be better protected by 
being removed as far as — from adjudication by the Pension Office, 
and therefore I have felt that a fixed, definite sum named in the law 
would be a greater protection to the people seeking pensions. So it was 
that I desired that there should be no pension for less than $8 a month. 
How high it will be proper to graduate them is another matter, for the 


consideration of the Senate of course; but the very difficulty under . 


which we labor will be increased by allowing the measuring of pen- 
sions in this way. 
The great majority of cases reach Congress because after examination 
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by the Pension Office they are rejected or because an increase is denied 
where there properly should be an increase. To avoid these appeals to 
Congress I would have the law fix the amount and not leave it as 
matter of adjudication by the Department. All Departments of this 
Government—and the Pension Burean is not an exception—soon lear) 
to believe that they are placed im power for the sole purpose of protect- 
ing the Government. That is certainly one of their duties; but they 
seem to think that in any event the Government must be protected, 
and finally they think the protection of the Government requires them 
to scale down every honest claim and to deny justice where it properly 
belongs. 

Probably the Departments are not to blame, because Congress sets th 
example. Congress denies justice to its honest creditors, and the ma 
jority of Congress seem to belieVe that it is their duty to protect the 
Government by denying justice to its creditors. Therefore it is natur:| 
that the Pension Bureau and others should be watchful and vigilant in 
the same direction. But neither the Pension Department nor any othe: 
Department should deny to a claimant under the law that which any 
jury in any court where justice is decently administered would award 
him by its verdict. But it is so, and we have seen it in thousands o! 


Now if we frame a bill leaving it optional with the Pension Depart 
ment to fix the amount of the pension the consequence will be that af- 
ter that is fixed by the Department three-fourths probably of those e1 
titled to pension will come to Congress and ask the reversal of the 
judgment of the Department, and a great majority of those cases wi!! 
properly come to us when the disability is graded flown to $2 or $2.65 
per month. There is too much of figures and mathematics in such a 
rating to make it safe for a claimant to get what this law allows him 
to have. Therefore it is, I trust, that no bill will pass Congress at any 
time which will place a manon the pension-roll and give him less than 
$8 a month. I desire at the outset that that much justice shall! he 
done which can not be taken away, and it will save very much ex- 
pense to the Government in preventing the increase of officers which 
will otherwise be necessary, and it will save Congress from being over- 
whelmed with applications for increase of pensions when that increas: 
should have honestly been given originally. If wedo not fix a deti- 
nite sum we shall be here as a board of review to readjudicate and re- 
verse decisions which probably have been improperly made in the De- 
partment, and which ought to be reversed. 

The point is to protect the soldier and give to him according to the 
bounty and generosity of this Government as exemplified by acts of 
Congress, and after we have presented to him this pittance in his old 
age, in his decrepitude, in his inability to labor, and in his poverty, 
and when we propose to keep him from the poor-house, his ailments 
preventing his laboring, ishe to be turned off from the Department wit! 
a mistrable allowance of $1 or $2 or $2.65 a month, as has frequently 
been done? I desire at least at one end of the line that the soldic: 
shall be protected, and protected to the extent of saying thatin no event 
shall his pension be less than $8 per month. 

Mr. PLUMB. I will, to carry out what appears to be the intention 
of both Senators who have this matter in charge, give notice of an 
amendment which I will offer to follow the amendment of the Senator 
from Nebraska in case it shall be adopted, or rather to amend that 
when it shall be in order. I ask to have this amendment read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SEWELL in the chair). There is 
an amendment to an amendment pending now, but this can be read for 
information. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask that. 

The Curer CLERK. The amendment is to add: 

And this rate as gpatied to the least disability for which any soldier shall bo 
pensioned under this act, shall furnish the basis on which all pensions of pe: 
sons pensioned hereunder or under any other law shall be usted and paid 
hereafter, saving only pensions for what are known as specific disabilities. 

Mr. PLUMB. It would be very unjust indeed to adopt the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Nebraska in its present shape, because ii 
would give to all pensioners $8 a month equally whether they were is 
abled more or less, or at all events it would operate to give to one who 
was disabled one-tenth or one-fourth or one-half as much as to one wii 
was disabled totally. It would not only do that, but it would give to 
a soldier who has been unable to furnish evidence that his disability 
occurred in the line of duty a pension at $8 a month notwithstanding 
he might not be disabled except in a very slight degree, while those 
who are now on the rolls and have already proven that their disability 
was incurred in the line of duty and has continued from the date o! 
their discharge until the present time, get, many of them, as | state: 
in debate here, only $2 a month and from that on up. So, then, if the 
Senate should establish the rule of paying $8 a month as the lowest 
pension to those who shall be pensioned under this bill if it shall |- 
come @ law, it is only proper that we should take the lowest disability 
as the basis for the adjustment and give to all the others the ratins 
which they are enti to in proportion to the $8 which you propose to 
fix as the pay for the slightest disability which can be made the subjec' 
of a pension as the result of medical examination. ; 

What we want in the first place is uniformity, and in this case uni- 
formity is equality. If we are to give io persons who are disabled only 
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slightly $8 a mouth, then we should give to those who are disabled in 
a greater degree a still greater sum, and we should not in taking up 
this class who have not been able heretofore to prove and will not, as 
we assume, be able hereafter to prove that they incurred disability in 
the line of duty nor that that disability has continued from the date of 
disability down to the present time, grant them a position upon the 
pension-roll which gives them greater financial relief than we give to 
those who have been able to furnish the most conclusive proof required 


by the Pension Department that their disability occurred in the line of | 


duty and has continued to the present time, which would be the case 
if the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska were adopted without 
the addition I propose. 

Therefore to carry out the idea the Senator from Nebraska has ex- 
pressed, my amendment will estbalish $8as the lowest rate for any dis 
ability which shall be determined upon medical examination, and the 


ties, such as the loss of an eye, the loss of a limb, and others which are- 
given a special rating under the law. 

Mr. LOGAN. I offer the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]: 

Provided, however, That all pensions heretofore granted under any previous 
act to any soldier e™all, where less than $8 is or has been allowed, be increased 
to $8 per month, and no less amount shall be hereafter allowed to any pen- 
sioner being a soldier under this or any previous act. 

The pensions of children who are provided for in one act are less than 
those for others, but this is applicable to the soldier’s pension, that his 
pension shall not be less than $8, so as to distinguish as to pensions 
which are granted to others under the law not having been soldiers. 

Mr. PLUMB. The objection to that is the same that I made to the 
amendment of the Senator from Nebraska. I think the Senator from 
Illinois will see at once that his amendment will do great comparative 
injustice. The rate for what is technically known under the statute 
as total disability is $8 per month. One-fourth total disability entitles 
a pensiongr t > $2 a month; one-half to $4 a month; and so on. 

Now, why should there not be a distinction in reference to the grade 
of disability in effect seriously, permanently destroying the ability to 
make aliving? It isthe theory upon which the law itself has proceeded 
from the very beginning, and the law wifich was the basis of the con- 
tract, which made the contract between the soldier and the Government, 
and why should that distinction be removed? Why should a person who 
is disabled one-quarter get as much as one who is disabled totally? Why 
should one who is disabled one-half get as much as one who is disabled 
totally? At once the invidious distinction will be apparent, and it will 
bethe source of a great deal of feeling, and very proper feeling, because of 
the injustice; and many a man will come here and say, ‘‘ Whereas I have 
shown that I am disabled totally I get only $8 a month, yet the man who 
is disabled one-quarter gets as much asI do. [If it is fair that he shall 
have $8 a month, which will not be disputed, then give me in proportion 
as yougivehim.’’ And unless some scale of that kind is adopted as ap- 
plied to the actual disability as shown by the inedical examination, we 
might as well take the whole pension-list from beginning to end and say 
we will capitalize it at eight, ten, twelve, fifteen, or twenty dollars a 
month as we see fit. 

There is no reason for beginning at the lower grades any more than 
for beginnting at the upper grades. Either there is to be a pension 
based upon the disability, or it becomes solely and only a service pen- 
sion in which the question of whether a man lost an arm or a leg or an 
eye, whether he is totally disabled or half or quarter disabled, cuts no 
figure whatever, the obligation of the Government to the individual 
being the same in each and every case. It is to avoid this that I seek 
to establish a rating below which the pension shall not go. If it is the 
judgment of the Senate that $8 is the proper rating, then grade the 
pensions upward from that, so that each pension as granted shall rep- 
resent the exact measure of disability so far as the medical examina- 
tion shall determine it which the soldier labors under by reason of his 
service in the Army. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator is certainly mistaken. The amendment 
which I offered does not affect the grading in the slightest degree. I 
prepared it especially so that it should not. The grading from $8 and 
upward is not affected at all. This only provides that no pension shall 
be granted for less than that sum. It does does not affect the grading 
from that w 


Mr. PLU But it grades pensions up to $8 a month; and would 
not a man who is disabled one-fourth get as much as one who labors 
under total disability ? 


Mr. LOGAN. Total disability is a grade much higher than $8 a 
month, 

Mr. PLUMB. What is known under the pension law technically as 
total disability is entitled to $8. There is another grading whereby a 
different scale of payment is determined to embrace the private soldier 
up to $24. Iam not talking now about a specific disability, the loss 

an oranarm ora leg. Iam talking about the general gradvs 
of disabili ty. The Senator must admit that one who is disabled less 
would get as much as one who is disabled more under his amendment 
unless he adds to it my provision, which establishes $8 as the lowest 

grade, and bases all other allowances on that lowest rate, that 
grading upward according to the degree of disability. 
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Mr. LOGAN. Ihave no objection to thatas an amendment to mine. 

I understand the law to be that pensions are graded according to dis- 
ability, but, as I said the other day when the Senator was not present, 
a physician who can determine the disability so as to give one man $1 
and another $2 is a physician of extraordinary capacity and capability 
in his profession. I do not believe in it, and never have believed in it, 
and I do not expect to be made to believe in it. I do not believe any 
man who gets a pension of $8 because he receives no more would be 
dissatisfied with his neighbor who gets $4 if he should be increased to 
I do not think he would be dissatisfied with that man getting $8 
because he did not get any more himself. It does not seem to me that 
that would be very charitable or generous on the part of men suffering 
from the same character of disability. 


I do not believe in a one-dollar pension ; I do not believe in a two- 


| dollar pension, or a three, or a four, or a five, or a six dollar pension 


pension will be graded from that upward except as to special disabili- | 


I believe in an eight-dollar pension. That is to say, I do not believe 
in giving less than that, for if a man is entitled to a pension at all it is 
because he is disabled and because he is not capable’of making a live 
lihood or at least such a one us he would be able to make if he had not 
the disability. Therefore, I believe in giving him at least $96 a year, 
I do not care what his disability is, if under the law he is entitled to a 
pension at all. 

Now, let us goa little further. A man has lost a portion of his hand, 
or he has a wound, a muscular wound. Noone can tell the amount of 
pain that man suffers. There is no physician on earth who can tell. 
No man can tell the degree of suffering that a person has from a wound 
in a joint or from a wound that produces what is known as rheumatism 
or neuralgia growing out of awound. Ido not believe there isa physi 
cian on earth who can tell the degree of disability and: the degree of 
suffering in such cases. 

There is more than that in connection with pensions. It is not alte- 
gether the fact that a man may suffer so that it is not known to physi- 
cians or others. He may be disfigured in some way. A man for the 
loss of an eye gets a very small pension, and so for the loss of a finger, 
or the loss of the nose. The Senator may say that is specific. No mat- 
ter what it is, he gets less than $8 a month. What man would travel 
through the earth with his nose off for $4a month? It is not the pain 
or the suffering, but it is the disfiguration that he suffers from which 
is the great annoyance. When physicians tell me there is a distinction 
between a one and a two dollar pension that they can discover, I do 
not believe it. Ido not want to see these discriminations. Ifa man 
can not get over $8 a month, I want to see him get $8 a month. 

The Senator believes that this will not produce the result he desires 
up to the amount provided for in this bill. Now, if he will examine the 
bill he will find that under the law when a man’s disability is such 
that his rating ought to be higher than is allowed under this bill, if he 
applies for a pension under the old law and gets his rating above this $8 
the rating of $8 will commence if this bill passes; but under the law 
passed heretofore his higher rating will be given to him if he is entitled 
to more than $8. This only provides for a case where a pension is given 
on account of a disability that can not be proved to have occurred in 
the service. Where the disability has occurred in the service and the 
proof shows that fact, his rating is under the old law and not under 
this. He makes his application under the other law. 

Mr. PLUMB. But under the old law he might get a rating of $2a 
month. 

Mr. LOGAN. 

Mr. PLUMB. 
nois. 


This repeals that. 
Except for the amendment of the Senator from Illi- 
He will admit that, I think, while of course he is willing to 
claim that the doctors do not know anything about this subject 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator is mistaken. Ido not claim that they 
do not know anything about it. The expression is too strong. 

Mr. PLUMB. He will admit that there may be grades of disa- 


bility. 

Mr. LOGAN. I agree to that. 

Mr. PLUMB. Why should not a man be pensioned according to the 
grade of his disability? Whether we shall take a man who does not 


know anything about medicine or surgery to determine it, or whether 
we shall take anybody we pick up to adjudicate it, is a matter about 
which I make no argument now. If it is deemed best to say we shall 
not have medical boards and shall have boards of lawyers or others to 
determine the degree of disability, be it so; but I want the lawso that 
while the minimum pension shall be $8 a month, where you get above 
the disability for which $8 is allowed the pension shall be increased 
accordingly, whether it is left to the Senator from Illinois and myself 
or a board of doctors or anybody else to dete 
disability is. 

I am not saying that in many cases it is hard to tell whether the pen- 
sion should be $1 or $2 a month, buat if the cutting off of one finger is 
a disability the cutting off of two fingers is a greater. The Senator has 
seen, as others have, hundreds and thousands of men very little able to 
get around at all, and he knows those men are disabled more than tho 
men who can get around briskly and who are in good flesh, and yet who 
are disabled in a perceptible degree. Why not have these pensions 
based on the disability actually existing, establishing the minimum be- 
low which they shall not go, and ther grading upward from that? If 
a man is just disabled so that it can be shown that he can not do as 


rmine what the rate of 
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much as he could do if he were in perfectly sound health, allow one 
rate; and then why not say to a man disabled twice as much, ‘‘ You 
shall have twice as much pension as the man just slightly disabled?’’ 
That is the point I am aiming at. I am not defending the present sys- 
tem, but we ought to have some way of determining the degree of dis- 
ability a man is under, or we should say every man shall have the same 
pension without examination at all except to establish that there is a 
disability, leaving no power to say what degree of disability exists. 

I say the Senator’s amendment is going to do the very injustice, 
though in a less degree, that the amendment of the Senator from Ne- 
braska will, and we shall have these men coming up here and saying, 
‘** Why, if you are rating men by statute, do you not rate us higher? 
You have rated men only slightly disabled at $8; why not give us, dis- 
abled four times as much, some little increase as well ?’’ 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not wish to detain the Senate by discussing this 
question, but I certainly have not intended to cast any reflection on 
any physicians or boards; and the Senator from Kansas need not say 
we will have a board of lawyers. I said I did not believe a physician 
could tell the distinction always as to the character of disability. The 
Senator referred to the case of the loss of one or two fingers, but I do 
not believe as to the character of suffering that the physicians can tell 
the distinction between the granting of a pension for $1 and $2. That 
is all I said on that point. 

I have no reflection to cast upon physicians or anybody else. I only 
take that as an illustration that I do not believe any man can tell the 
amount of suffering that a soldier undergoes, except from his own 
statement. No one can tell by looking at a man how much suffering 
he endures. I do not speak it as a reflection on the character of the 
profession—I haveno right to do so; but I speak it as a fact that I do 
not believe any one is capable of making such a distinction, I do not 
care how much he knows. 

If the Senator desires to have the rating commence at $8—and that 
is exactly, I think, what my amendment does and what I propose it 
shall do—let him amend it by saying that this shall be the basis for 
the rating hereafter. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. PLUMB. That is what I propose. 

Mr. LOGAN. Your amendment applies to all? 

Mr. PLUMB. Certainly. 

Mr. LOGAN. My amendment does not. It applies only to the 
soldiers themselves, those who are to have $8 per month, and that is 
the language that the rating shall be on this basis, and that is all you 


need. 

Mr. PLUMB. Does this bill apply to anybody but soldiers? I un- 
derstood it pensioned ex-soldiers. I did not know that it applied to 
others. 

Mr. LOGAN. 
sioning soldiers. 
dren is very great. 

Mr. PLUMB. I see the point, but my amendment does not apply 
to children at all. It applies simply to soldiers. That is because it 
is based on disability. The law does not recognize disability in a child 
as the basis of a pension. 

Mr. LOGAN. I understand that; but where you want an amend- 
ment to apply to a particular thing it is better to state it. Therefore 
I state that this shall apply to soldiers who are pensioned. I offered 
this amendment the other day as a substitute for the Senator’s amend- 
ment. I do not see why if the Senator is soanxious to make his basis, 
that he can not offer his amendment to this substitute. 

Mr. PLUMB. Ican. 

Mr. LOGAN. Then say this shall be the basis. 

Mr. PLUMB. And if the Senator will listen to my amendment he 
will find that my amendment applies, like his, to soldiers and to no- 
body but soldiers. If the Senator from Illinois will indulge mea mo- 
ment further, I will read my amendment to show that it is in ect 
harmony with his, only I suppose that he designed his to be the begin- 
ning and the end of it, and I wanted to say that I was opposed to the 
adoption of that amendment or any otherone which would cut off some 
provision for the purposeof putting all persons upon an equality, which 
that determination of their disability can only bring about. My amend- 
ment is this: 


I suppose the Senator knows what I mean by pen- 
The distinction between soldiers and soldiers’ chil- 


lied to the least disability for which any soldier shall be 


And this rate as a 
pensioned under act shall furnish the basis on which the pensions of all per- 


sons pensioned hereunder, or under any other law, shall be adjusted and paid 
hereafter, saving only pensions for what are known as specific disabilities. 


So the Senator will see it is in perfect harmony with the idea of the 
bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. Perhaps an amendment substantially in the form I 
have drawn would meet the views of both Senators, would be briefer, 
and might come in instead of the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Nebraska as a substitute for it, if agreeable to these gentlemen. 
I shall read it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that the first 
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itself. I was going to ask the Senators if language like this would sui: 
them, to add to the end of the first section the following atiditional pro- 
viso: 

And vided further, That no 
after shall be rated at less than $— per month. 

Mr. LOGAN.. That would cover it. 

Mr. BLAIR. Would that cover the idea? 

Mr. PLUMB. No; that is vicious in the same direction in which I 
conceived the other amendment was, that it does not establish that as 
the basis from which all rating shall be made up. 

Mr. BLAIR. Certainly it does; just listen to the language: 


That no pension paid under any law to any soldier hereafter shall be rated at 
less than #4 per month. 


Mr. PLUMB. Very well. 
amendment—— 

Mr. BLAIR. I have said $4, but the amount is another point. 

Mr. PLUMB. I know, but that would require the office to give a 
uniform rating of $4 per month. 

Mr. BLAIR. Nothing less than $4. 

Mr. PLUMB. But in that case a man totally disabled would get 
just as much and more than a man half disabled. 

Mr. BLAIR. But this would provide that there should be nothing 
less than that rate paid. 

Mr. PLUMB. How would you rate it above that? 

Mr. BLAIR. That, would leave the whole body of the law and prac- 
tice just as it is now. 

Mr. PLUMB. Would that establish the basis on which the rating 
could be made? 

Mr. BLAIR. That would establish the starting point. 
ing point must be $4. 

_Mr. PLUMB. That is to say, the least perceptible disability would 
be rated at $4 and every degree above that would get more? 

Mr. BLAIR. Certainly. 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not think it would do so; but if that is the de- 
sign, my amendment would accomplish the purpose and I do not know 
that that would. I think that would have the effect of simply putting 
those now lower than $4 in that category and leaving the remainder 
undisturbed; whereas what I*want is to establish a basis of equality 
so that a pensioner shall be given $8 as the lowest possible rating and 
every other pensioner disabled more than that person shall have more 
in proportion to his disability. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not suppose the Senator means to say that he 
should have more in proportion, and if he is now rated at $1 he would 
then be rated at $8, and the man who is being paid $8 would have $44 
in order to have eight times as much as the one whose rate of pension 
is increased from $1 to $8. 

Mr. PLUMB. If he is disabled eight times as much, and the other 

| one gets $8, why should he not get eight times as much? 


nsion paid under any law to any soldier licre 


Now, if you say in the language of my 


The start- 


Mr. BLAIR. I suppose the Senator does not make such a proposi- 
tion. 
Mr. PLUMB. I do, undoubtedly; that is to say —— 


Mr. BLAIR. When our ratings run all the way from $1 to $72 under 
various laws, though not under the ones perhaps. to which the Senator 
refers, one could hardly tell to what extent it would multiply the pen- 
sion expenditures to invalid soldiers, putting the pension at eight times 
the amount of the present rating. 

Mr. PLUMB. Iam not talking about the question of expenditure; 
I will come to that later; and I did not suppose the Senator from New 
Hampshire was ially about that feature of it. 

Mr. BLAIR. truth is, I am too parsimonious in these matters, 
I suppose. The Senator from Kansas makes a proposition to multip|y 
the pension expenditures to the invalid soldiers by eight, if he means 
by his tion what his own explanation shows. 

Mr. PLUMB. What I mean to say is that you have established the 
rate of $8 a month which one may get who is simply perceptibly 
disabled, and there is no equality then in putting off aman who is dis- 
abled two, three, four, five, or eight times as much, with the same peu- 
sion. Therefore I that whatever basis we do establish shall be 
the basis from which we shall grade upward according to the grade of 
disability of the soldier receiving the pension, to be determined by the 
medical examination, whether one, two, four, or ten times as great. 

Mr. BLAIR. There are twelve hundred and sixty invalid soldiers 
pensioned at the rate of $1 per month. The Senator’s proposition, as 
I understand him, is to give each one of those men $8 per month. 

Mr. PLUMB. Yes. ; 

a And the man who is now getting $8 a month woul 

t 
a Mr. PLUMB. I do not say $8. I simply say, establishing the basis 
we do establish as the lowest pension, there ought to be a grading ")- 
ward from that, whether $8 or $10 or $4 is the basis which we cstab- 
lish. 

Mr. BLAIR. I suppose the point which most Senators wish to reach 


amendment in order is that offered by the Senator from New Hamp- | is just this: There are quite a number of soldiers whose rating is ‘lis- 
ebraska. 


sire to the amendment offered by the Senator from N 
Mr. BLAIR. I only made a 


creditably and contemptibly little, and it seems almost offensive an: 


which might help us out of | humiliating that a Government of fifty million or sixty million peop!« 


suggestion 
the whole of it, and then I might make a few remarks upon the subject | who are pretty well off should be paying a dollar, or a dollar and @ 
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half, or a dollar and a quarter, or $1.38 a month to a man whom it is 


worth while to pension at any rate. The object of the Senator from | 


Illinois is to cut off that little work and have it out of the way; and so 


he assumes that where it is worth while to pension a man atall he | 


ought to have as much as $8. — 

1 supposed that was the point the Senator from Kansas desired to 
reach, but it seems that it is quite a different one, and that if the basis 
should be adopted at $8 instead of $1, asit is in these twelve hundred 
and sixty cases, then when you come to the class who have a pension 
of $8 they should have $64,and so on. Of course any one can take the 
invalid peasion-list and the table that was published the other day, 
and which is to be found in the report of the Commissioner of Pensions 
on the twenty-fifth page, and see to just what extent this would add 
to the expenditures annually to invalid pensioners. It would increase 
the amount paid by some hundreds of millions. 

Mr. VOORHEES. May I ask the Senator from New Hampshire a 
question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire yield to the Senator from Indiana? 

Mr. BLAIR. For a question, certainly. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I notice that the bill fixes the maximum pension, 
as far as it pensions anybody, at $24 per month. - 

Mr. BLAIR. That is the highest rate, and that would be paid for 
total inability to labor. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Would the adoption of the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Nebraska make the pension uniform at $8, no higher 
and no lower, or is that proposed as the minimum? 

Mr. BLAIR. That would be the lowest, and it would vary between 
$8 and $24 instead of as the bill now is, varying between $1 and $24, 
according to the degree of the disability. 

If the amendment as offered by the Senator from Nebraska should 
be adopted and it should be applied, asit necessarily must be, with any 
sort of justice to the invalid soldiers already upon the list, it would in- 
crease the annual expenditures about $8,000,000. It would add that 
amount to the annual payment to the invalid soldiers in the country. 
It will be seen by an examination of the table to which I have referred 
that there are one thousand two hundred and sixty soldiers now rated 
at $1; from $1 to $2 there is one; at $2-there are twenty-six thousand 
one hundred and thirty-four; rated from $2 to $4 there are three thou- 
sand nine hundred and seventy-six; at $4 per month there are sixty 
thousand two hundred and sixty-eight; from $4 to $6 there are iwo 
thousand six hundred and twenty-nine; at $6 there are thirty-four thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty-nine; from $6 to $8 there are one thou- 
sand seven hundred and twenty-nine; and at $8 there are forty-four 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. To increase the present in- 
valid roll to $8 per month would make an annual additional expendi- 
tare of substantially $8,000,000. If we should increase the pensions 
of those who are drawing less than $4 a month up to $4, so that this 
little petty work should be entirely dispensed with (if I have not made 
a mistake, and I think I have ngt), that would increase the annual ex- 

nditure less than $1,000,000. As I have figured it, it would make 

,000—that is, taking those upon the present roll. I may be pos- 
sibly slightly inaccurate, and it may be placed at a million dollars. I 
do not think that the amendment I have suggested of $4 a month would 
involve us upon the existing roll in an annual increased expenditure of 
more than a million dollars, and it would wipe out the offensive little- 
ness of this business to which the Senator from Illinois has referred, 
and which it does seem to me is in a way so contemptible that it ought 
to be obliterated. 

Of course this amount of $1,000,000 would be somewhat increased if 
the bill should become a law, because, under the bill as it now is, the 
rating would be from $1 to $24, and there would be some of these men 
who would be rated less than $4. Perhaps $500,000 might be a fair 
addition to the increased pension-roll if we should amend the bill by 
providing that the lowest rate paid under this and any act should be $4 
amonth. That would make $1,500,000 a year. I do not think it 
would exceed that. 

As to the basis, whether it should be adopted at $4, $6, or $8, of 
course with my looseness in money matters to which the Senator has 
alluded I not be particular one way or theother. But I am not 
that sort of aman. Iam parsimonious, conservative, and determined 
to guard the of the country. I am, I think, notably the 
watch-dog of the Treasury, and I mean to be such hereafter. It does 
not seem to me that we can afford to put the lowest rate at $8 a month. 
Itistoomuch. P the soldiers deserve it, but on the other hand 
you know how it is; this country is growing poorer and poorer every 
day. We are not accumulating money as fast as we ought to be doing; 
and our Democratic friends and some others have a somewhat marked 
tendency, I think, to distribute the surplus and to increase the taxes 
ina manner most lamentable to behold; and I do not think we can 
endure it. The future of the country is compromised, and we ought 
to pay some attention to the maxims of Poor Richard. It is time that 
a _ I think we sho 

we should arrange this business in such way as 
egiee ties teillies the man whom it is worth while to go through the 
performance of pensioning at all, $48 a year for the smallest disablity, 
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which may be a wound in the little toe or the obliteration of one end 
of his little finger or the finger of his left hand. If we give him $48 a 


| year that is pretty fair on the whole, considering the close circumstances 





of the country. That would buy his flour, it would pay for his fuel, 
clothe himself and his wife and perhaps his children, for I tell you, Mr. 


| President, that $48 dollars a year isa great deal of money to thousands 


and hundreds of thousands of American people ! 
taxes, pay their rent, and help them a great deal. 

At the same time, when we consider that this comes out of the na- 
tional Treasury, and the national Treasury is filled, as we all know, 
by the sweat of the poor man, many of the poor men never having been 
soldiers at all, and while we are to derive this taxation from them, ina 
certain sense blood-money exacted from them by the hard heart of the 
Federal tax imposer and tax collector, itseems to me that that is about 
the fair thing todo. I will warrant you if we make the basis, the 
lowest point $4 a month, the soldiers of the country will be well satis- 
fied. ‘They are reasonable men. They are not in pursuit of political 
prominence, many of them, and the $48 a year would be exceedingly 
satisfactory everywhere, in my belief. 

I should be gratified if the Senator from Illinois would see this, and 
if he would be willing to offer his substitute in such a way as to effec- 
tuate these ideas, making the basis $4a month; and if we should take 
this language or something like that which I have suggested, it would 
avoid all the difficulties with reference to the existing body of law and 
leave all those questions to which the Senator from Kansas has alluded, 
the complications that would arise from an indefinite and heedless plunge 
into the existing law; it would avoid all those troubles and there could 
be no misunderstanding of a simple provision that the lowest pension 
paid, which would cut off the little things I have mentioned, should 
be $4a month. Of course, if the Senate is inclined to fix the matter 
at $8 a month, I should acquiesce, although it seems to me that it isa 
pretty formidable thing to do. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire, limiting the amount 
to $4 a month. 

Mr. LOGAN. Is the question on that amendment? 

Mr. BLAIR. Yes, it being an amendment to the amendment of the 
Senator from Nebraska. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis an amendmentof thetext. 
amendment of the Senator from Illinois will come in afterward. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will offer an amendment asa substitute for the 
whole, and if that be voted down, then we can act on the other propo- 
sitions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois will be read for information. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That all pensions heretofore granted under any previous acttoany 
soldier shall, where less than $8 is or has been allowed, be increased to $8 per 
month, and no less amount shall be hereafter allowed to any pensioner being 
a soldier under this or any previous act; and this shall be the basis for rating 
in cases of specific or total disability. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question will be first taken on 
the amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire, limiting the 
amount to $4 per month. 

Mr. LOGAN. Will not the proposition be first on the substitute ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question will be first taken on 
perfecting the text of the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska, 
which is the amendment offered by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
limiting the amount to $4 instead of $8. 

Mr. BLAIR. The amendment of the Senator from Nebraska applies 
only to pensions under this act. It does not embrace those outside of 
this act. The question then is on the substitution of $4 for $8. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On the substitution of $4 for $8. 
amendment and the amendment to the amendment will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. At the end of section 1 it is proposed to add 
the following additional proviso: 

Provided further, That no soldier under this act shall 
month. 

The amendment to the amendment is to strike out ‘‘eight’’ and in- 
sert ‘‘four;’’ so as to read: 

Provided further, That no soldier under this act shall receive less than $4 per 
month, 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask for the yeas and nays on agreeing to the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. HARRISON (when his name was called). 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. JoNnEs]. 

_ Mr. MANDERSON (when his name was called). I am paired upon 
this amendment with the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN]. 
If he were present, I should vote ‘‘ray.’’ 

Mr. PALMER (when his name was called). 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 
vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Iam paired with the Senator from Connecticut 
{[Mr. Puatr]. If hewere here, I should vote ‘ yea.’’ 


It would pay their 


The 


The 


receive less than $8 per 


I am paired with the 


[am paired with the 
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Mr. WALTHALL. My colleague [Mr. GrorGe] is paired with the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Pike]. 

Mr. MILLER. Iam paired with the Senator from North Carolina 
[Mr. Ransom]. I donot know how he would vote, but if he were 
here I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. HARRIS. It is not in order, but I shonld be glad to know if 
this is the amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire to the 
amendment of the Senator from Nebraska. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

Mr. HARRIS. ThenI voted as I intended to vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 18, nays 22; as follows: 





YEAS—18. 

Berry, Cockrell, Harris, Saulsbury, 

Blair, Edmunds, Hawley, Sawyer, 

Brown, Eustis, Morgan, Vest. 

Butler, Gibson, Morrill, 

Call, Gray, Payne, 

NAYS—22., 

Aldrich, Cullom, Mitchell of Oreg., Voorhees, 

Allison, Evarts, Plumb, Walthall, 

Bowen, Frye, Sewell, Whitthorne, 

Cameron, Ingalls, Spooner, Wilson of lowa. 
* Chace, Logan, Teller, 

Conger, MeMillan, Van Wyck, 

ABSENT—36. 

Beck, Gorman, Kenna, Platt, 

Blackburn, Hale, McPherson, » 

Camden, Hampton, Mahone, Ransom, 

Coke, Harrison, Manderson, Riddleberger, 

Colquitt, Hearst, Maxey, Sabin, 

Dawes, Hoar, Miller, Sherman, 

Dolph, Jones of Arkansas, Mitchell of Pa., Stanford, 

Fair, Jones of Florida, Palmer, Vance, 

George, Jones of Nevada, Pike, Wilson of Md. 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The nextamendment, that of theSen- 
ator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB], will be stated. 

Mr. HARRIS. What becomes of the amendment of the Senator from 
Nebraska? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is subject to the amendment of the 
Senator from Kansas to perfect the text. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the amendment be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to add to the amendment: 

And this rate, as applied to the least disability for which any soldier shall be 
pensioned under this act, shall furnish the basis on which the pensions of all 
ao pensioned hereunder or under any other law, shall be adjusted and paid 

1ereafter, saving only pensions for what are known as specific disabilities. 

Mr. PLUMB. I will modify my own amendment so‘as to strike out 
the word ‘‘ persons’’ and substitute the word ‘‘soldiers.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amendment 
will be so modified. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now I offer the substitute that I offered as a substi- 
tute for this. : 

Mr. PLUMB. I will withdraw my amendment and let the Senator 
from Illinois propose his substitute for the amendment of the Senator 
from Nebraska. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection, and 
the amendment to the amendment is withdrawn. 

Mr. PLUMB. I will offer my amendment at a later period. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That course will be taken, and the 
amendment of the Senator from Illinois will be again read. 

The Curer CLERK. At the end of section 1 it is proposed to add: 

Provided further, That all pensions heretofore granted under any vious act 
to any soldier shall, where less than $8 is or has been allowed, be meased 
$8 per month, and no less amount shall be hereafter allowed to any pensioner, 
being a soldier, under this act or any previous act; and this shall be the basis 
for rating in cases of total disability. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the adoption of 
the substitute proposed by the Senator from Illinois for the amendment 
of the Senator from Nebraska. 

Mr. PLUMB. I wish to suggest to the Senator from Illinois that 
the purpose I think he has in mind would be better accomplished by 
an amendment that shall be the basis of rating for total disability. 
Why should it not read ‘‘or any grade thereunder?’’ Thatis to say, 
if he designs to make a pension based upon the actual disability, why 
should he give one who is disabled only in a slight degree as much as 
he does to a person totally disabled? 

Mr. LOGAN. The distinction is perfectly clear, if a person will 
only think of it fora moment. The suggestion of the Senator from 
Kansas would cause an increase of the rating of those who are now 
pensioned at $8 a month in accordance with the of the pension 
of those below $8 a month. Thatis not my intention atall. My in- 
tention is to let those who are at $8 a month remain at $8 a month un- 
less they are entitled to more under the law, and if they are they can 
get it by applying to the Pension Office, but to increase those who are 
below $8 a month to $8 a month, and let $8 be the rate of pensions 
granted hereafter under the law or those granted heretofore under the 
law; and where there is a total disability, that that shall be the basis of 
the rating. The specific disability is provided for already. So far as 
the language is concerned it is immaterial. That is the object of the 
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amendment I offer; that is exactly what the result will be, and that is 
what I mean by it. Ishall ask for the yeas and nays on agreeing to 
the amendment. 

Mr. INGALLS. The lowest existing rate of disability I believe i, 
entitled to a pension of $1a month. This proposes to substitute for 
that unit $8 a month, so that if a soldier was disabled by having the 
first joint of his little finger shot off in an engagement, which would 
now give him a dollar a month, he shall be entitled to receive $8 a mont). 
Then the amendment, which does not clearly establish its effect in my 
mind, declares that this shall be the basis for all ratings above $8 as 
they now exist. It simply multiplies by eight the lowest sum that is 
allowed for a pensionable disability. I suppose that the effect of the 
amendment of the Senator from Illinois would be to multiply each one 
of the sums now allowed by eight. It will increase the sum now al- 
lowed for pensionable disabilities eight times. 

Mr. MILLER. A man could receive a hundred dollars a month. 

Mr. INGALLS. I should say so, if I can understand the language 
of the amendment. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator’s colleague [Mr. PLUMB] explained that 
away. 

Mr. INGALLS. Where a man gets $8 a month now he would have 
$64 a month. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is absurd. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from Illinois says that is absurd. | 
ask the Chief Clerk toread the amendment over againand let us under- 
stand whether it is absurd or not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois will be again read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Provided further, That all pensions heretofore granted under any previous act 
to any soldier shall, where less than $8 is or has been allowed, be increased to 
$8 per month, and no less amount shall be hereafter allowed to any pensioner, 
being a soldier, under this or any previous act, and this shall be the basis fo: 
rating in cases of total disability. 

Mr. INGALIS. ‘‘ This shall be the basis for rating in cases of total 
disability ’’—that is to say, you have in the unit of lowest dis- 
ability by multiplying it by eight. ‘The Senator from New York [ Mr. 
MILLER] made a suggestion of course that is not borne out fully by 
the law, because I believe that the highest rate allowed for total dis- 
ability now is $72 amonth. That is not specific; that would not come 
within the class of cases known as specific disabilities, which could re- 
sult from rheumatism, from paralysis, from nervous prostration, from 
a variety of causes which would be regarded as a specific disability. 
Therefore I should say, notwithstanding the eminent authority of the 
Senator from Illinois who characterized my deduction as absurd, that 
under the strict literal interpretation of the amendment if it becomes 
a law the man who now receives $72 a month for total disability would 
be entitled to have that multiplied by eight, and he would then receive 
$576 per month, if that is the amount of seventy-two multiplied by 
eight. 

I know the Senator from Illinois does not intend to be brusque or dis- 
courteous in the observations which he made about the character of my 
suggestion, but if that is not a legitimate and fair interpretation to be 
placed upon that language I certainly am unable to comprehend it. | 
trust therefore if the object is other than that, if the purpose is not 
what is named in the amendment itself, that we shall have such a 
modification of it as at least will not leave it open to an absurd inter- 
pretation coming frem those who would certainly be disposed to regard 
it in a friendly aspect. 

Mr. LOGAN. In order to relieve the amendment from anything 
that would be liable to be misconstrued I will strike out the latte: 
part of it. I added that to it in order to conform to the views of the 
Senator’s colleague, which he discussed in a different light from what 
the Senator now does, and I came to the same conclusion that he did, 
that the basis of the rating would be $8 and not eight times $8. 

But in order that there shall be no dispute about it, as I put it in at 
the suggestion of others, I will strike it out. Let the amendment be 
read as I offered it first, and then there will be no Cispute about it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amendment 
will be read as modified. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, however, Sat oti gantone heretofore ted under any previous act 
to any soldier shail, where less than $8 is or hao boon allowed, be increased to 
$s month, and no less amount shall be hereafter allowed to any pensioner 
belng a celliee, under this or any previous act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and nays are demanded on 

ing to the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. BLAIR. Before that is acted upon, as a part of the Senate is 
now here that was not here during the previcus discussion, I think that 
a few things ought perhaps to be repeated. 

I have stated once the number of coldiers who are now receiving pen- 
sions at less than $8 a month. In round numbers there are about one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand of the two hundred and forty-odd 
thousand invalid soldiers whose pensions now are rated at less than $5 
per month. Sixty thousand of those are now rated at $4 per month, 
and about thirty thousand at from $1 to $4. That makes ninety thou- 
sand, and from ninety thousan? up to about one hundred and twenty- 
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five thousand are rated between $4 and $8. These ratings are made by 
the medical examining boards of the country, sworn officers, competent 

who under oath and actual examination rate these men in this 
way. Ido not know any reason why we should impeach their official 
finding and say that the rating shall be $8, the same as the rating for 
total disability. Total disability is stiffness of one elbow-joint, and a 
man who is disabled to the extent of a stiff elbow-joint is entitled to 
$8, for that isthe rule. Any disability which is equivalent to a stiff 
elbow-joint of either arm is called a total disability for a private and 
is rated at $8. 

Theone hundred and twenty-five thousand men who have an infinite 
variety of disabilities less than that, running all the way from $8 down 
toa single dollar, are rated in the way I have stated by these sworn 
officials of the Government. I admit that a dollar a month is a little 
thing to bother about, and a dollar and a quarter a month is rather a 
small matter. Itseemed to me that in order to get rid of this national 
littleness we might say that the lowest pension paid at all should be 
$4 a month, leaving all the rest to stand just asitdoes. . - 

The Senate acting upon a suggestion of a substitution of $4 for $8 
voted that they would not make the substitution, and that brought the 
question upon the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska, his basis 
“ee $8 per month so far as all the additions under this bill are con- 
ce 

Now the Senator from Illinois comes in with his amendment as a sub- 
stitute for the proposed amendment of the Senator from Nebraska, which 
is, in effect, to take the soldiers rated at less than $8 per month, the 
various gradations that I have stated, the one hundred and . wenty-five 
thousand men now rated at less than $8 per month, and place them all 
on the rojl at $8 a month; so that a man who has his little finger af- 
fected is to receive hereafter exactly the pension given to the man who 
has a stiff elbow of either arm. 

The Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS], understanding the amend- 
ment offered by way of a substitute by the Senator from Illinois pre- 
cisely as the other Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] explained his 
p ition, goes on to draw his logical deductions that some would be 
entitled, $8 being the basis of rating, to the amount of $500 per month, 
those who would have the very highest pension. That, however, has 
been obviated by the Senator from Illinois, who strikes out the addition, 
so that the substitute upon which the Senate is now to vote provides 
that everybody now rated at less than $8 shall hereafter be rated at $8 
per month—all upon an equality with the men who have a disability 
equivalent to a stiff elbow-joint and who have hitherto been entitled 
under the law to $8 per month. 

If this be adopted, it must at once result that the inequality of pen- 
sion paid to the men whose disability is very slight as compared with 
the men now upon the roll who will remain payable at $8 per month 
must atonce produce a sense of injustice; and adopting $8 a month as 
the lowest possible rate, we shall be inevitably by subsequent legisla- 
tion obliged to make the increase appropriate to the higher rates of dis- 
ability which are to be found among our soldiers; that is, higher than 
this most trivial class, who are to be rated hereafter at $8 per month. 

I do not think that this sort of interjection into the general pension 
system ought to be made. It is quite indefinite as to what the resiilt 
may be in the way of expenditure, and certainly it does seem to me 


all out again and go back to the old system or to immensely and indefi- 
nitely increase our subsequent ratings. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, I am opposed to the pending 
amendment. Under the existing pension laws we allow those physically 
disabled from manual labor (and that is the ground upon which a pen- 
sjon is granted) pensions ranging from $1 to $8 per month. This pro- 
poses to change that whole system and put the minimum pension at $8 

month, as I understand it. There are 1,260 pensioners rated at $1 
month, one at $1.87, and 26,134 at $2. I find that there are 31,371 
pensioners receiving less than $4 per month, and there are 128,636 pen- 
sioners receiving less than $8 per month; so that 128,636 pensioners are 
the number to be affected by this provision. 

I have not been able to make an exact calculation of the effect of this 
amendment, but taking those who receive pensions at the rgte of $2 

them $6 per month; it will add to those who 

th; and to those who receive $6 it will add as a 

I find that there are 60,268 soldiers receiving $4 

— — made a calculation not of all the different rates, 

those who are receiving pensions at the rate of $1, $2, $4, $5, 

and $6 per month, and the increase would be about $600,000 per month 

000 perannum. Taking those who are receiving between $1 

and $2and between $2 and $4, and soon, I think it might be very safe 

to say that the effect of the amendment would be an increase of $10,- 

000,000 per annum to the amount expended for pensions, a small item, 
it is true, but worth considering in legislation. 

I am opposed to the amendment for the further reason that it would 


create a inequality, in my judgment. We allow pensions for 
. Where the applicant is disabled from manual la- 
he receives $8 a month; where he is only disabled one-half he re- 


is now $33,000,000, and in all reasonable probability it will reach more n 
$50,000,000 per annum. 


Senator from Oregon [| Mr. Slater]. 








ceives $4 per month; and one-fourth, $2 per month. There would be 
no justice in giving the soldier one-fourth disabled from manual labor 
the same amount that you give the soldier totally disabled, nor would 
there be any justice in giving the soldier disabled one-half from man- 
ual labor the same amount that you give the seldier disabled totally. 
I do not believe that it would be right or just. 

Mr. MORRILL. Iam very anxious that this bill shall take a shape 
in which I can vote for it myself, and also a shape that will make it 
possible to become a*law. Upon the statement of the Senator from 
New Hampshire the iast time this bill was under consideration that it 
would not create a burden upon the Treasury of more than $18,000,000 
to $20,000,000 a year, I thought it was no greater than what the coun- 
try could bear; but I have looked at the Recorp of the debate when 
this same proposition was before the Senate in 1884, and I find a state- 
ment made by the then Senator from Oregon, Mr. Slater. Hesaid, in 
the first place, ‘‘ there are two hundred and seventy-five thousand un- 
disposed-of claims upon the files of the Department, with an annual 
rating of $33,000,000 which we are paying.’’ 

Mr. BLAIR. Claims undisposed of? 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes. 

Mr. BLAIR. Then they can not be drawing anything. 

Mr. MORRILL. He says, it is fair to assume that each one of these 
two hundred and seventy-five thousand claims must necessarily at once 
become a vital force; that is, that they would all come in and be allowed 
for a disability-of some description or other. Then he says: 

It is a very low estimate if we calculate that 25 per cent. shall be entitled to 
pensions of the one million who have not presented any claims who are known 


to be living, and these estimates allow for five hundred thousand of the Union 
Army who have gone to their graves since the close of the war. 
He adds the following words: 

Allowing the number to be five hundred thousand, and supposing the aver- 
age rate to be $4 a month, we will have added under this bill at once $21,000,000 
to the annual rating under that clause alone, te say nothing of the Mexican war 
pensions or of the widows’ pensions or of the dependent relatives. If you will 
figure this out you will see that under any arrangement that can be made the 
bill will provide for more than doubling the present annual pension rate, which 
early 


The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLAIR] in reply to this 


said: 


Before the question is taken I wish to make one or two statements that may 


have a little bearing upon the pecuniary importance of the pending amend- 


ment. It is quite as large as it might appear to be from the statements of the 


I did not hearall that he said, but I have no 
doubt that if the amendment is adopted it will involve an annual addition to 
the pension expenditures of the country of $50,000,000. 

I desire to know whether the Senator from New Hampshire adheres 
to his estimate made a day or two since of $18,000,000 or $20,000,000, 
or whether he goes back to the one he assented to in 1824. 

Mr. BLAIR. If the Senator had observed the debate at this s 
he would have known that I have been over that matter severa! times 
already. I do not understand that that estimate was made with refer- 
ence to the pending bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. It was the Van Wyck amendment which w 
under consideration. 

Mr. BLAIR. No, it was the Cullom amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. No, it was the Van Wyck amendment. 

Mr. BLAIR. I know my recollection is not at fault about it. The 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN WyCK] may have spoken on the sub- 
ject, but perhaps the Senator fsom Vermont will remember that the 
Mexican pension bill came from the House of Representatives in the 
Forty-eighth Congress. It was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
The Committee on Pensions reported it back with what was known as 
the Cullom amendment. A bill had gone to the committee which 
made or assumed to make provision for soldiers who had been disabled. 
Having been changed considerably in the committee, it was reported 
back in the form of an amendment to the Mexican pension bill, and 
in the Senate the question was upon the passage of the bill with this 
amendment of the committee. Upon the amendment of the commit- 
tee I said at that time what has been read, that I thought it would in- 
volve the country in an expenditure of $50,000,000. 

The Cullom amendment embraced several other classes of pensioners 
besides those who are embraced in the present bill. It embraced wid- 
ows. We have already passed a bill referring to one class of widows 
and increased their pensions by an annual cost which has been esti- 
mated at from $6,000,000 to $10,000,000. They are not included in 
this bill; and so of some others. 

As I stated upon the floor of the Senate the other day, my estimate 
was at that time made without the opportunity of close examination, 
and any estimate of course is somewhat uncertain because the data can 
not be obtained. My estimate was then four times as muchas what is 
understood to have been the estimate of the Commissioner of Pensions, 
who I believe, as was stated by some one upon the floor—certainly in 
conversation I have heard him so quoted—estimated the expenditures 
under what is this bill at about twelve and a half million dollars. 

My estimate thus to be found in the Recorp and made in the way I 
have stated with reference to all these classes was about twice what 
anybody called iteven then. I do not know about the estimate of the 
late Senator from Oregon. I kncyy there was a prevalent impression in 


sion 


as then 
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from Oregon were as large as they well could be. I do not think any- 
body would be inclined to estinsate the expenses under the bill now 
reported to the Senate at any such rate. Of course we do not know 
how much the bill will costif it becomes alaw; but we do know that we 
undertake only to assist those who must be aided by somebody; and 
the rule is, to this extent at all events, an inflexible one, that under 
its provisions no soldier will receive anything except a man who is de- 


pendent upon his own work for his living, who is disabled to a greater 


or less extent from earning his living; and who, consequently, has to 


be aided by the Grand Army, who are getting old and poor themselves 


and are made up very largely of the same men. 

Mr. MORRILL. I wish to call the attention of the Senator from 
New Hampshire, if he will permit me, to the fact that Senator SLATER 
was discussing the Van Wyck amendment, excluding Mexican pen- 


sions, excluding all pensions for widows, and that after he made that 
statement the Senator from New Hampshire said he had no doubt that 


the estimate of the Senator from Oregon was not too high. 
Mr. BLAIR. The Senator will remember that in my langu 
he just read it, I said I did not understand all that the Senator from 


Oregon had said, and I say now to the Senator from Vermont that the 


language I used there had reference to the entire Cullom amendment. 
Mr. MORRILL, That does not appear. 
Mr. BLAIR. I think it appears; I think it must appear from any 
fair reading of the context of the entire discussion. However that may 
be, it is neither one thing nor another to the debate to-day. 


As I was saying, there is to this extent an iron and inflexible rule by 


which the expenditure would be limited, that the country is only called 
upon to pay to those who are poor and must be helped by somebody, 
and who are actually disabled without their own fault from the earn- 
ing of their living. At present those people must be uncomfortable, 
hungry, cold, and unprotected from the elements to some extent, or else 
the deficiency in their means of livelihood must be made up by the con- 


tributions of others, and those contributions must come from private 


charity, they must come from the Grand Army, which does what it can 


to relieve such cases, aml which, as I said before, is itself made up of 
this very same class of poor men very largely, whoare themselves grow- 
ing old and poor and in want of health, and therefore ought not to be 
called tpon to any greater extent nor any longer to contribute to the 


support of this class, or relief must come from the poor-houses of the 
various States and localities where these men live, or the money must 
be paid by the nation at large. 

Since the burden is to fall somewhere, either wpon the soldier in the 
form of contribution from those who surround him and as a rule are 
unable to contribute to his support, and most of them unable to do 
more than maintain themselves comfortably, or upon the poor-house, 
or upon the nation, where ought that burden to fall ? 

Since the general burden of expenditure in giving these men a com- 
fortable livelihood is not to be increased and the sixty million people 
simply take it among themselves in aliquot parts according to the ratio 
and the rules of taxation, throughout the country at large, I submit 
that the fair and equitable thing is to put that burden where it be- 
longs, upon the whole mass, upon the nation whose integrity these men 
helped to preserve; for it is to be remembered that these men are the 
ones who did the fighting. The bill covers only the cases of those who 
actually did service and the dependent parents of those men who are 
themselves in want and suffering, amd no others. Those men got 
through the war without disability; they are the men who rendered 
one, two, three, four, and in some cases five years of service; so that 
the country in the form of putting down the rebellion received from 
those men far more than it did from those who contracted disabilities, 
and so rendered a much shorter period of service. The equity of the 
thing as between the benefit received by the Government on the one 
side and the service rendered by these men on the other, is as 
between the nation and the men who were only disabled after they had 
served out their full period of service in the war. 

Whether the country isable to bear this burden is a question, of course, 
for every Senator to decide for himself. Ithink I have made clear the 
suggestion that the burden is to be borne am ety, by the soldier 
in the form of suffering, or by individuals, or by local communities, and 
that it is not increased in the actual amount of contribution by placing 
it upon the nation at large who received the benefit. 

It is not fair to ask any one who comesin with a measure of this kind 
or supports a measure of this kind to give to exact dollars or to a mill- 
ion of dollars the amount of expenditures underit. Itis essential; and 
it should appear that the principles involved in the bill are based upon 


equity and justice and that the honor of the country and the duty of 


the country are involved in the extension of assistance to those men. 

That appearing, when we can see by the number of men, by the rules 
of mathematics, that there is a limit and a reasonable limit to the en- 
tire expenditure—when all that is apparent in the provisions of the 
bill, and there are precedents in the case of the Revolutionary soldiers 
and the soldiers of the war of 1812 and those of the Mexican war (the 
latter of which we have indorsed by it the Senate and 
several times through the House), I submit that it is not exactly the 
fair way of discussing this bill to find fault with estimates which in 
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their natare must be somewhat indefinite for the very reason that no 
man can make an absolute prophecy as to the future. 

Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator permit a single word? I hope 
the Senator does not understand that I was trying to make a point 
against the bill; but I wanted him to give such an explanation as would 
show to the country that we were voting for no bill that was going to 
take out $50,000,000 or $100,000, 000. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not know but that it will take a hundred mill- 
ions. I do not undertake to say it will not take a hundred millions. 
I undertake to say it will not take out of the nation any money that 
otherwise has not got to come out of somebody, either in the form of 
starvation, cold, hunger, nakedness, or in the form of contribution by 
people who live in the vicinity of these men, or by the pauper system 
of the States or the contributions of the Grand Army. I undertake to 
say that much. 

As to the actual number of the men whose cases are now pending in 
the Pension Office on an allegation of disability contracted in the sery- 
ice, those cases not yet acted upon I have not taken into account in 
this bill very much. They allege that they have claims under the gen- 
eral pension laws, and the general pension laws are much more favor- 
able than this law will be, and if they can establish their claim unde: 
those laws they will get more than they will under this measure. 

There may be some of them, there undoubtedly will be many of 
them, who, worn out with the effort to establish their claims on ac- 
count of the failure of proof and other causes, will finally fall back on 
the comparatively less-remedial features of this law and get something 
in their old age under the provisions of this bill if it should become 
law. But, outside of that, I thought it was-a fair estimate to fix the 
number that would be entitled to its benefits, who would gradually es- 
tablish their claims, at two hundred and fifty thousand. That would 
be about one-fourth of the entire number of soldiers now supposed to 
be alive in the country. Those would not all come upon the roll at 
once, If there were two hundred and fifty thousand added at once to 
the roll, according to the best estimate that I could make, based upon 
the list of the adjadications in the table and ratings of the disabilities 
of the invalid pensioners, assuming that the same rules were followed 
by boards of examination with reference to these men that they have 
now adopted with reference to those upon the invalid-roll, the highest 
pension not being over $24, I thought the amount payable to this 
class, assuming the two hundred and fifty thousand to be upon the 
rolls at once, would be about $20,400,000. 

In addition to that there would be the dependent parents. I could 
not judge in regard to that classexactly, but I-presume thata very large 
number of dependent parents are upon the roll now, and I thought it 
would be fair to assume that the entire expenditures under the bil! 
without any amendments increasing its expensiveness would be perhaps 
$25,000,000. But I do not make any prophecy that that is the amount, 
nor do I undertake to enter any warranty that twice that amount wi!! 
not becalled for bythebill. I only point tothe justice of this provision 
and to the fact that somebody has got to bear the burden. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I can not understand the argument 
which has been adduced in opposition to this amendment by calling a: 
terition toa certain class of injuries to men who might claim a Sension. a. 
Our attention was called to the fact that a man might lose a little fin 
ger and he would get $1 a month, andif he lost another one he would 
get $2a month. Are we to estimate injuries to a person the same as 
you would pork? That seems to me to be a very strange ar- 
gument. Upon the principle which was suggested by the Senator from 
New Hampshire a little finger is worth $1 a month, the next finger is 
worth $2 a month, the next $4 a month, the next $6 a month, and the 
next $8 a month. Is that the way it is to be estimated? 

Mr. BLAIR. I made no ——— of a method of that kind. 

Mr. LOGAN. I understood the Senator from Kansas to say that i! 
one finger was worth $1 a month the estimate would be that the secon! 
was worth $2, the third $3, the fourth $4, and the fifth $5, which is 
the pension that may be given for the lessof a hand. Who ever hear 
of such a rule as that about injuries done to the person ? 

Let me put one question. Our friendson the other side are anxious 
always for the passage of what is called the Mexican pension bill. 
Why do we not rate men according to their age in that measure and 
their diggbility from age? You give them $8 per month as a service 
pension; you give them $8 per month for their service. If there is to 
be a distinction made, a man who is seventy-five years old should re- 
ceive more than a man who is fifty years old according to that argu- 
ment. 

I do not believe this Government does the magnanimous act to its 
dependents where it gives $1 a month for any kind of in- 

injury sufficient to have a pension paid the t to have more 
about giving a 
month, and here one man is rated at $1.80 permonth. As! 
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There is one point in reference to this bill which has not been noticed. Mr. BLAIR. I did not offer thatas anargument. I simply offered 
If you raise the pension and equalize it and make it $8 per month, you | it asastatement of fact which was contravening the Senator’s assertion, 
by that means reduce the expenses in one line by reducing the number | as I understood it. 
of boards who examine these one-dollar, two-dollar, and three-dollar| Mr. LOGAN. Very well. Now that is the logic and thatis the law. 
pensioners every three months for the purpose of ascertaining their dis-| Mr. BLAIR. Deal with the law then 
ability. You reduce that portion of the expense very greatly. Mr. LOGAN. Very well. I will deal with the law and with those 

As I said on a former occasion, I do not wish to discuss the amend- | who propose to support the law. 
ment I have offered on the ground of the amount of money it takes out | The Senator says because the child was dependent upon its father or 
ot the Treasury. I desire it to be discussed on the theory as to whether | its mother, therefore it received the same pension as the parent. The 
it is right or wrong. If a man draws a pension from his Government | child dependent on the father who to-day receives a dollar a month, no 
and is entitled to an eight-dollar pension, it is not a question as to | matter what his dependence, gets a dollar a month. 
whether the Government has now at this time that $8 arranged and Mr. BLAIR. There may be some reason for that. The father is 
set aside for his benefit. It is a question whether this Government in- | paid on account of disability contracted in the service and paid accord- 
tends to perform an obligation which rests upon it toward the men who | ing to the degree of that disability—that is the law—and according to 
preserved and protected it. That should be the only question asked in | that degree, as settled by the medical examination. In these con- 
reference to these pensions, where you do not put them too high, as a | temptible cases that I should like to get rid of it is only a question of 
pension going to a man who is entitled to it. degree. Suppose it to be adollara month. He is living and he is as 

It may be a very fitting time, perhaps, to call the attentien of the | good a man as ever, save that $1 per month disability which the Gov- 
country at least, whether I can the attention of Senators or not, to the | ernment makes up to him, and he supports his child. 
distinctions which are made in this country against the poor soldier who Mr. LOGAN. Heis a first-class man except that he lacks a dollar 
volunteered in behalf of his Government. By the very laws you have | a month of being so. 

, if a man is pensioned as a major-general belonging to the Army 
of the United States known as regular Army, if it is called retirement 
he is paid $5,625 per annum, but if he was a major-general in the vol- 
unteer service he receives $360 per annum. It is a fact that the Con- 
gress of the United States since 1861, when that law was passed, has dis- 
criminated against the poor unfortunate voluuteer every time he knocks 
at the door of this great Capitol. Because a man may have served oue 
year in the regular Army, no longer than than a volunteer of the same 
rank, performing the same service, entering at the same time and retir- 
ing at thesame time, you pay one $1,800 and the other $204 a year. 

It is for the reason that these discriminations have been made by the 
Congress of the United States that there is complaint among the poor 
soldiers of this country that you give to a man who served his country 
honestly and faithfully $12 a year asa pension. I say it is a disgrace 
to this Government. Talk about the little finger for the purpose of 


| Mr. BLAIR. He lacks $12 a year of being a first-class man. That 
is the law; but we are now speaking of the case of thechild who, when 
the father dies, becomes entitled to the same pension that that man 
would have if he were totally disabled. He dies; his source of sup- 
port to the child is wholly taken away. The Government takes the 
position of the parent in that case and furnishes the child just what 
| the parent would receive if totally disabled; that is, his $20 a month if 
the rank was that of captain. That is the reason why the child gets 
more than the parent. 
Mr. LOGAN. Ido not wish to detain the Senate. I have spoken 
on this bill two or three times and have said all I care to say about it, 
except to call the attention of the country to the distinction and dis- 
crimination that is made between different classes of soldiers, no matter 
whether one is as good as another or not.* This discrimination has 
been made by Congress, and Congress ought to undo it; Congress ought 
ridiculing the idea of a pension! Give him no pension if he is not en- | to retrace its steps; and when we are requested to do it in justice to 
titled to it, but if he is entitled to it give him one that at least will | these men we ought not to be called upon every day and asked how 
buy him a weck’s lodging. To turn a man ont on the world at $12 a | much is it going to cost. Who can tell? The chairman of this com- 
year, or $24 a year, or $48 a year, is that which this great Government | mittee can not tell how much it is going to cost. It is an impossibil- 
should never do. ity. Noone can tell. It will not cost, however, the amount that has 
My friend from Vermont [Mr. MorrtL1] said he hoped a bill would | been charged. The Senate has been affrighted time and again out of 
be so prepared that he could vote for it. I remember very well when | supporting proper bills for the benefit of men who were entitled to re- 
at the head of a committee in the other branch of Congress his great | lief because of the fact that it was told it would cost so many millions 
abilities were brought to bear for the purpose of affording facilities to | of dollars. I know there was atime in this country—it has passed 
this Government to put down the great rebellion against it. Wenever | many years, it is truae—when Senators now on this floor would have 
thought then that he would ask ‘‘ how much is it going to take out of | pledged their lives and their fortunes to the soldiers in the field for 
the Treasury to pay the unfortunate men a pension for saving this Gov- | pensions or bounties if they could only have had the assurance that 
ernment.’’ No, sir, it is an afterthought; it is a thought brought into | those soldiers would bring back the old flag of their country that it 
this Chamber from the other side; it is the adoption of arguments | might be unfurled over every inch of soil belonging to the United States 
inst pensions by our own people, who ought not, in my judgment, | of America. 
to bring to bear this character of argumentation against these unfortu- | Bat, sir, you needed not that pledge. They did bringit back, they did 
nate men. | unfarl it over your heads, and now they come beneath that old banner 
I say give every mar who is entitled to a pension $8 permonth. Oh, | and say toyou, ‘‘ In the name of the Starsand Stripes, in the name of all 
says the Senator from New Hampshire, that makes a discrimination 











that belongs to the perpetuity of this great Government of ours, take 
between the man who has a stiff arm and the man who has lost two | away this dollar a month, take away these two or these four dollars a 
fingers perhaps; the one with total disability gets but $8, and, there- | month and recognize us a3 men entitled at least to receive something 
fore, you should not give the other one $8. The old Revolutionary | that is but a pittance in maintaining us and our families;’’ and, sir, I 
soldier got his $S or his widow got her $8. So did the child. Why | hopethe Republican party in this body will never so far forget itself as 
give the child the same pension you gave the mother? Was not that | that it will allow a proposition as fair as this to be voted down on ac- 
a discrimination? The ageof one wasa disability; the age of the other | count of a desire to prevent money coming from the Treasury of the 
was Zt. ‘ ; United States, that it may be piled up mountain high, so that in times 

Mr. BLAIR. I suppose the Senator does not mean to be understood | coming it may be said, ‘* Economy has been our watchword.” 
that the child received $8 and the parent $8 at the same time? The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeasand nays have been ordered 

Mr. LOGAN. Oh, no; not at the same time. on this amendment; which will be again read. 

Mr. BLAIR. * The child received it on the ground of dependence, The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to insert at the end of section 1: 
while the parent received it on the ground of another disability—age. 

Mr. LOGAN. I understand the ground. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand that there is no difference then between 
the policy and action of the Government in reference to the Revolution- 
= soldier and its policy and action with reference to the soldier of the 

war. 





Provided, however, That all pensions heretofore granted under any previous 
act to any soldier shall, where less than $3 is or has been allowed, be increased 
to $8 per month; and no jess amount shall be hereafier allowed to any pen- 
sioner, being a soldier, under this or any previous act. 


Mr. BLAIR. Before the question is taken, I wish to say that if the 
amendment shall be rejected I will then move to add to the first sec- 


Mr. LOGAN. The only difference is that the same amount of pen- | tion these words: 


sion was given to each and every one by the law in that case. Re sierbave 
s Mr. BLAIR. Itdoes so now. When the parent dies the child takes after shat! be rated at less ‘than i per neath. ee ee 
the pension which would have belonged to the parent, the full amount. . 

Mr. LOGAN. The child gets $8 a month. The yeas and nays were taken. 

Mr. BLAIR. No, the child would then get $20 a month, the rate for Mr. HARRISON (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
the rank of captain if the father held that rank, for all the discrimina- | Senator from Arkansas [ Mr. Jones]. 
tion disappears when the soldier or officer dies in consequence of the| Mr. McMILLAN (when Mr. SAuin’s name was ealled). My col- 
service, and the pension, which then becomes a derivative pension, goes | league [Mr. SABIN] is paired with the Senator from West Virginia 
to his representative, and that representative takes the full amount for | [Mr. KENNA]. If present, my colleague would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 
total ‘ The roll-cal! was concluded. 

Mr. » TIunderstand thatperfectly. According, then, tothe | Mr.CAMDEN. Iam paired with the Senator from Connecticut [ Mr. 
argument of the Senator, if the man who gets a dollar a month dies | PLarr}. 


wae to the child and the child gets a dollara month. Is| Mr. FRYE. 


ce eee et 


My colleague [Mr. HALE] is paired with the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Beck]. 
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Mr. MILLER. Iam paired with the Senator from North Carolina 
[Mr. Ransom]. 

Mr. CONGER. My colleague [Mr. PALMER] is paired with theSen- 
ator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. BECK (after having voted in the negative). I withdraw my 
vote. Iam paired with the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 27; as follows: 





YEAS—22. 
Allison, Evarts, Mitchell of Oreg., Van Wyck, 
Cameron, Frye. Piamb, Voorhees, 
Conger, Hoar, Sawyer, Whitthorne, 
Cullom, Logan, Sewell, Wilson of lowa. 
Dawes, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Dolph, Manderson, Spooner, 

NAYS—27. 
Berry, Coke, Hawley, Riddleberger, 
Black burn, Colquitt, Hearst, Saulsbury, 
Blair, Eustis, Ingalls, Teller, 
Brown, Gorman, Maxey, Vest, 
Call, Gray, Morrill, Walthall, 
Chace, Hampton, Payne, Wilson of Md. 
Cockrell, Harris, Pugh, 

ABSENT—27. 

Aldrich, George, Kenna, Pike, 
Beck, Gibson, McPherson, Platt, 
Bowen, Hale, Mahone, Ransom, 
Batler, Harrison, Miller, Sabin, 
Camden, Jones of Arkansas, Mitchell of Pa., Stanford, 
Edmunds, Jones of Florida, Morgan, Vance. 
Pair, Jones of Nevada, Palmer, 


So the amendment of Mr. LOGAN was rejected. 
Mr. BLAIR. I now move to insert at the end of the section the fol- 
lowing words: 


And provided further, That no pension paid under any law to any soldier here- 
after shall be rated at less than {i per month, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question before the Senate now 
is the anrendment offered by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN 
Wyck}. 

Mr. BLAIR. I move this as a substitute for that. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. That is the same proposition which was voted 
down awhile ago, I understand. _ 

Mr. BLAIR. This is not the same proposition that was offered be- 
fore. The proposition offered before was to strike out ‘‘ eight’ and 
insert ‘‘ four,’’ which related only to this act. This covers all cases, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

And provided further, That no pension paid under any law toany soldier here- 
after shall be rated at less than pen month, 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Will the Senator state wherein this differs from 
the proposition we voted on before? 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator from Nebraska asks me wherein this prop- 
osition differs from the one already voted upon, which was an amend- 
ment to his amendment as moved by myself, and which was rejected 
in order that the Senate might proceed to act upon the substitute of the 
Senator from Illinois. The amendment of the Senator from Nebraska 
proposed to fix the lowest rate of all pensions to be paid under this bill, 
if it becomes a law, at $8 a month. Theamendment which I moved, 
and which was rejected, was to strike out the word ‘“‘eight’’ in his 
amendmentand insert the word ‘‘four,’’ so thatif it had been adopted, 
and then the amendment itself adopted, the bill would have provided 
that no pension paid to the new class provided for by this bill should 
be less than $4a month. That was the proposition which was voted 
upon by the Senate. 

Now, I offer as a substitute for the entire amendment of the Senator 
from Nebraska, which relates only to the class embraced in this bill, a 
provision that no pension hereafter paid to any soldier under any law, 
this or any other law, shall be less than $4 per month, fixing the min- 
imum for all soldier pensioners undér thisor any otheract at $4 a month. 
The reasons for this are precisely the same that could be adduced and 
were adduced in favor of the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Illinois and that offered by the Senator from Nebraska, save that it 
fixes the minimum at $4 rather than $8. 

Mr. INGALLS. Now, Mr. President, what is the parliamentary 
state of this proposition? . On what are we to be called upon to vote? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proposition before the Senate is 
the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska limiting to $8 a month, 
to which the Senator from New Hampshire offers a substitute. 

Mr. INGALLS. There is nosuch thing known in parliamentary law 
as a substitute. Wemust vote on this as an amendment to that prop- 
osition or else let it go by. What I inquired was, what the attitude 
of the proposition was. . 

Mr. BLAIR. I may say to the Senator that there certainly is, for the 
Senate has just acted on a substitute, and on the principle that the jus- 
tice of the peace hung a man, it can be done, parliamentary law or not. 
The Senator from Illinois moved a substitute, and his motion failing, 
I moved another substitute for the amendment of the Senator from 
Nebraska. I have no objection to moving itasan amendment to strike 
out all after the word ‘‘provided’’ in the amendment of the Senator 
from Nebraska and insert. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





May 17, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That would be in order. 

Mr. BLAIR. I put it in that form. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I stated—and it may be probably proper to r-- 
peat it—that the bill as reported contained a provision as to the amon 
and distribution of the pension, which is not in accord, I think I ma, 
say, with the views of the members of the committee, or a large majorit, 
of them, who desire a bill to pension all disabled and dependent soldier: 

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senater permit me? He has made that as- 
sertion once before this afternoon. Now let me say to him that he js 
laboring under a misapprehension. This bill as offered in that regard i, 
the same that was thoroughly discussed and passed in the Forty-eight 
Congress. It was reintroduced and sent to the committee, printed, ex 
amined, acted upon, and reported in precisely this phraseology, and 
either the committee and the last Congress must have acted with ex- 
treme indifference or they must have known of this provision in the 
bill. . 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I was not speaking of the committee of the 
Forty-eighth Congress. I was speaking of the committee of the Forty- 
ninth Congress. + 4 

Mr. BLAIR. It is the same, and the Senator was himself a mem): 
of the committee in the Forty-eighth Congress. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. In both Congresses; and I never supposed a }i!! 
was to be reported here containing the provisions in this bill, and as 
soon as I discovered it I offered two or three amendments, one of whic!) 
is now under consideration. 

Now to show what is the intent and meaning, let me ask my friend 
from New Hampshire if it was in his contemplation or be thinks in the 
contemplation of the members of the committee that under this bil] if 
a soldier lost his forefinger by an accident not the result of his own 
fault nor in the line of service, and was otherwise strong, able, vigor- 
ous, capable of earning his support by his labor, that person should yo 
upon the pension-roll ? 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand that that man if he applied to the De- 
partment, like any otherapplicant for a pension, and proved that he 
had a disability—if the loss of the tip of his finger was a disability— 
he would be entitled under the bill to a corresponding rating, the high- 

~est for total inability to perform labor being $24. That was unques- 
tionably the understanding of the committee, because such is the Jan- 

guage of the bill and it is incapable of any other construction; but it 

must be found by the certificate of the examining board that the al- 

leged disability constituted a disability to impair his capacity to earn 

hisliving. Whether it was such would be an open question. Dou)t- 

less the occupations of many are such that a disability of that sori 

would not disable in the earning of a living. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. It is rightat that point exactly, I think I may 
say, that the members of the committee did not suppose they were au- 
thorizing a bill of that kind. ' 

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly. 

Mr. BLAIR. With the bill just as it is in all other respects, the 
Senator comes in and makes a proposition that every one of these men 
who is paid anything shall be paid $8 a month. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Precisely. 

Mr. BLAIR. Does he wish the Senate to adopt a provision which 
shall give toa man with this insignificant hurt $8 a month instead of $1’ 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No, sir. 

Mr. BLAIR. Thatis the Senator’s proposition. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iam not in favor of a bill that would give that 
man anything, nor was it supposed he was to go on the pension-ro!! 

Mr. BLAIR. If the man were disabled from getting his living, why 
not? That finger might be so sore as to disable the man. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. ‘Then he would be pensionable. 

Mr. BLAIR. Now, the fact to be found is the existence of a disa- 
bility which disqualifies from getting a living in some degree. The 
Senator’s supposition is based on his own logic. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. That amendment asserts that a‘man can not } 
placed on the pension-roll at a dollar or two dollars. 

Mr. BLAIR. Under existing law men may be. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. And under this bill as reported that we are con- 
sidering that man’s disability might be weighed, measured to the ex- 
tent of a dollar or two dollars. 

Mr. BLAIR. The country has been legislating for a quarter of a 
century in just that way, and if there is anything in the nature of stu- 
pidity or i iety in this proposed legislation the same is charze- 
able to all ation on the subject from the beginning. Tic 
table to which I have referred ‘the Senator would be the best answer to 
his own question, and he will find it on the twenty-fifth page of the 
report of the t Commissioner of Pensions. There he will see th! 
about one hundred and twenty-five thousand of the two hundred ani 
forty-five thousand invalid pensioners at the present time under existin 
laws are rated at less than $8 a month, and some of them, twelve hun- 
dred and . a8 low as $1 a month. 

Mr. VAN CK. Those who are on the pension-roll at one, two, 
or three dollars per month are there for injuries received in the service 
and in the line of duty; and whether the soldier be rich or poor he be- 
comes entitled to that pension, whatever it may be. It is a measure of 
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damages, it is a legal claim against the Government, and no conditions 
are annexed to it. Those are the cases of the one hundred and twenty- 
five thousand to which the Senator refers. 

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator answer me, these men being entitled 
to justice, if it be justice to give them this little pension when they 
have contracted disability in the service, how is it justice to take an- 
other class whose disability, greater or less, was not contracted in the 
service at all, and pay them $8a month even for the most trivial hurt? 
The Senator will find the language of this bill in the first section— 

ighest e tion, which shall be for 
ent ee teat ony ant labor shall be $24, which is hereby made 
divisible upon that basis for any less degree of disability. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Now I will state what I suppose this bill was 
intended for and what I think three-fourths of the Committee on Pen- 
sions thought it was intended for, and what I suppose the country at 
large thinks it was intended for. By an injury in the course of service 
and in the line of duty the soldier becomes entitled to a pension as a 
legal claim without regard to whether he be rich or whether he be 
poor; but what this bill proposes now is a service pension, a service 
pension upon certain conditions, and I have never heard and the Sena- 
tor, I think, has never heard of a bill for a service pension graduating 
the pension, neither has it been discriminated heretofore whether the 
recipient be rich or poor. 

Mr. BLAIR. This is not aservice pension; nothingof the kind. It 
is not offered as such. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. When it was proposed at the last session that 
we should have a service pension, it was objected to that time had not 
sufficiently intervened between the end of the war and the date of the 
proposed bill, and we were referred to the soldiersof the Revolutionary 
war and to the soldiers of the war of 1812 to show how great a length 
of time had elapsed between those wars and the granting of the pen- 
sions, and hence it was proposed that there be a service pension here. 
The decrepit and disabled dependents of the other wars were not before 
our eyes. The nation appealed to us that the soldiers of the last war 
should not be allowed to end their days in poor-houses or in grinding 
organs on the street corners, and they said it was an outrage for this 
great nation to suffer the men who saved the integrity of the Republic 
and preserved the honor of the flag to endure that abasement, and that 
that spectacle should not be witnessed by the American people. We 
said yes, because the nation said so. 

It is true my friend this morning said we forgot that in the plenitude 
of our power and our patriotism we said we were ready to vote the last 
man and the last dollar to save this Republic. We voted the “last 
man,’’ but the “‘last dollar’’ is far off. We said that this spectacle 
was an outrage in the eyes of the nation, and we agreed that our de- 
pendent soldiers, those who are compelled to labor for bread and have 
no other means of support, should at least be taken care of, and we 
supposed we were meeting that call in this bill. 

Now, my friendthinksIlamnotconsistent. Letmesee. I proposed, 
first, that any soldier who was disabled from furnishing his own sup- 
port, if he was dependent upon that support for his bread, should be 
placed upon the pension-roll to the extent as I supposed of $8 per month. 
‘There was no grading of disability. Does any gentleman expect to get 
exact justice? My desire was that the bounty of this Government, that 
the justice of this Government should extend to the largest number and 
do the most good, and the object was first to gather in those who were 
sorrowful as they were to contemplate, who are the objects of the na- 
tion’s bounty and the nation’s charity, and to extend it no further. 

If that be so then to share the bounties of this bill, as I supposed, 
there was to be a total incapacity to work enough to procure bread for 
subsistence; and henceif the soldier could work one-fourth of his time, 
and that one-fourth was not enough to procure his daily bread, it was a 
case of total . Ifthe incapacity was to earn enough to sup- 
port life it be considered total. 

Mr. HARRIS. Will the Senator from Nebraska allow me té ask him 
a questson ? 

r. VAN WYCK. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRIS. If I understand the effect of his amendment, it is that 
for the soldier’s disability the soldier shall receive a pension of $8, no 
malts bevy ees. the disability. The pension, if allowed at all, shall 
not be for less than $8. Am I correct in that? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. You are correct if the remaining part of the bill 
stands as it is. 

Mr. HARRIS, Is that the object of the Senator? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No,sir. My object is that no man shall be placed 
on the pension-roll at $8 a month unless he is incapacitated to earn 
“ite HAREDS The a: 

Mr. The question I want to get at is this: If for a very 
trifling disability the Senator 
another soldier presented himself equally meritorious, disabled to a de- 
gree three or four times as much, would he think it fair to give these 
two soldiers the same amount of pension, or would he not give the latter 
4 ueeae pues Sate 98 mneh 06 ho gives the former? 
VAN WYCK. I would not think that fair, and that was pre- 
what I was going to illustrate. 1 would think it fair if the in- 
was in the service and in the line of duty because the Government 


aise 





would give a soldier a pension of $8, if 
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then I suppose would pay for the injury received, and that injury is 
different whether it be the loss of the small finger of the whole arm, 
or whether the injury be here or there [illustrating], or whether it be 
the leg below or above the knee or at the hip. That is an actual claim 
against the Government for which the Government pays to the extent 
of the damage. That is one point; butthis billis not that. This bill 
is a service pension, a gift, a charity if you please, given for the pur- 
pose of relieving the nation from the exhibition of its dependent and 
disabled soldiers begging at the street-corners, dying in the workhouses, 
and being buried in pine boxes at the expense of the counties. 

I hope the Senator will at once see my point, that no one shall go on 
this pension-roll unless he is disabled to the extent of incapacity to earn 
his livelihood, and when he gets there it is to the extent of total inca- 
pacity. Suppose a man be wrecked in a railroad car and has his arm 
taken off. If that injury had been received in the line of duty he would 
have been graded up possibly as high as $72. We do not propose to 
grade him up there under this bill. Twenty-four dollars is the highest. 
If he is wrecked almost beyond recognition but still lives, that is total 
incapacity to earn his bread. Then if he depends on his labor for that 
bread, he is placed on the pension-roll. Here you come down and down 
to lower cases. 

A man, if you please, comparatively enjoying life is suffering from 
nervous prostration who evidently can not go into the field and earn his 
bread by his labor. That amounts to total incapacity; and when you 
give that man $24 and the other wreck $24, there is not any justice in 
that if you base it on justice. This man can feed himself, he can move 


around and enjoy the society of friends and progress in locomotion. 


Another man has his arm so far off that when he exercises he is pros- 
trated and can not do anything, but he can feed himself. That is total 
incapacity; but it does not compare with the wreck or even the man 
with nervous prostration, and yet you give none of them beyond $24 


by this bill. 


I suppose this bill is for the greatest good to the greatest number. 
It applies to those who are disabled to the extent of inability to work, 


and I did not suppose it contemplated that when.you got below total 
incapacity, where a man was unable to earn his livelihood, where his 
injury was so trivial that it did not interfere with him, such a man was 
to be a recipient of bounty. 


Mr. President, as I stated before, if we are to do anything for these 


men who do need relief, let Congress give them a fixed sum in order te 
enable them to live, because that is all they have asked for, that we 
relieve these soldiers from the weight of poverty and disability resting 
upon them so that they may to a reasonable extent enjoy the comforts 


of life. To reach that we want to do as we do with all other pension 
bills. We only make two conditions which can be easily ascertained, 
first that the soldiers are dependent, and next that they are unable to 
work so as to obtain the necessaries of life. 

Now, what is proposed? You propose to grade them as I understand, 
so that for any disability from the lowest to the highest the Pension 
Office, as is now the case, shall draw distinctions. They are to be ex- 
amined with the same care that they are now, and three-fourths of the 
cases, particularly if sympathy is not with the soldier, will be adjudged 
so adversely as to create discontent and dissatisfaction. Three-fourths 
of these cases, or one-half of them at any rate, will be appealed from the 
Pension Office to the Congress of the United States; and then here this 
little committee, which handles probably three thousand cases in a year, 
will have its work increased three or four times. I think it ought to be 
considered that the object of this bill is to furnish the greatest quantity 
of relief to the greatest numberof persons. I would have the allowance 
fixed at acertain rate. You want torelieve theold soldiers. They are 
all getting old. Such a man has a difficulty in the Pension Office and 
he appeals to Congress. All pension departments soon get in antago- 
nism toclaimants. They begin to think, or at least they act as if they 
thought, that every sohlier is afrand. We have seen that in our com- 
mittee; we have seen cases upon cases of that kind. I speak of the De- 
partment itself; not within the last year or the last two years, but years 
ago. Antagonisms naturally grow up and they look with suspicion upon 
the soldiers’ claims. 

I have taken the position I have in this matter because I have be- 
lieved that it would do the most good. If we are to measure the dis- 
abilities of men as they have been measured I fear there will be great 
discontent necessarily in the minds of the soldiers. Even my friend 
from New Hampshire admits that. He has himself denounced, I thifik, 
this system of measuring the extent and value of the disability. My 
friend insists that that is wrong, and he himself is willing that all that 
class, amounting to one hundred and twenty-five thousand, shall be 
placed on the pension-roll at a fixed rate and put at $4 per month. 

Mr. BLAIR. No; there is no such numberas that. There is a tri- 
fling number below $4. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No matter what the number. My friend’s posi- 
tion to-day is that those who have been measured below $4 shall be 
raised to $4. Now he proposes by this bill to continue this measuring 
process, scaling down by the Pension Department, so that injustice and 
wrong will be measured out to the soldier to whom you propose to send 
relief. You denounce this scaling and measuring process, and yet you 
leave it in this bill precisely as it has been in the past. 
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Mr. BLAIR. I hope the Senator will not undertake to attribute to 
me any criticism upon the bill or the general law which I did not make. 
I do not wish it to be understood that his remarks are applicable to me. 

Mr. CAMERON. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. BUTLER. Before that motion is put, I wish to submit an amend- 
ment to the pending bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ceived and printed. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let it be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

After section 3 add as a new section : 

“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is my authorized and di- 
rected to place the names of all the surviving officers, sol ae and sailors who 
enlisted and served in the war with me ye” forany period during ears 1845, 
1846, 1847, and 1848,and were honorab , and their ving wid- 


1 
ows, on the pension-roll, at the rate ors $8 per month, from and after the 
sage of this act, during their lives. That the Secretary of the Interior rama 


The proposed amendment will be re- 


ized and directed to make such rules and lations as are necessary to 
this act into effect: Provided, That where it li ont that a discharge isloet, 
secondary evidence may be permitted; and where hall appear an licant 


has received a land warrant, that shall be sufficient evidence of an honorable 
discharge, unless the evidence shows that he procured it by fraud: And provided 
Jurther, That this act shall not apply to persons under political disabilities.” 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, aanounced that the President had, on 
the 15th instant, approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 216) to authorize the Secretary of War to farnish certifi- 
catesof discharge to certain membersof the Missouri Home Guards; and 

An act (S. 1020) authorizing the commissioners of the District of 
Columbia to convey the alley, 15 feet wide, running east and west be- 
tween lots 6 and 7, in square 635, comprising an area of 3,480 square 
feet of land, to the owner of said lots. 

The message also announced that the President had, on this day, ap- 
proved and signed the —— acts: 

An act (S. 1013) providing for the establishment of a port of entry 
at Mount Desert Ferry, in the town of Hancock, in the State of Maine; 

An act (8S. 1471) to remove the charge of desertion from the rolls and 
records in the Office of the Adjutant-General of the Army against cer- 
tain soldiers; 

An act (S. 1105) granting the right of way to the Kensington and 
Tacony Railroad Company through the arsenal grounds at Bridesburg, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; and 

An act (S. 223) to regulate the promotion of graduates of the United 
States Military Academy. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the bill (S. 1405) to pro- 
vide for the study of the nature of alcoholic drinks and narcotics, and 
of their effects upon the human system, in connection with the several 
divisions of the subject of physiology and hygiene, by the pupils in 
the public schools of the Territories and of the District of Columbia, 
and in the Military and Naval Academies, and Indian and colored 
schools in the Territories of the United States. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the bill (H. 
R. 8762) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the ay ri- 
ations for public printing, pensions, and pay of the Army for fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1886; in which it requested the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

THE PASSPORT CHARGE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the followin, 
message from the President of the United States; which was refi 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed: 
To the Senate : 7 


In response to aresolution of the Senate os the 5th instant, inquiring as to the 
necessity for the continuance of the nt charge for passports for American 
citizens desiring to visit fore ‘mane 1 transmit herewith the report of the 


Secretary of State on the sub; 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE Mansion, Washington, May 17, 1886. 


SPRINGFIELD PORT OF DELIVERY—VETO MESSAGE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States: 
To the Senate of the United States: 

1 return without approval Senate bill No. 1397, entitled “An act to establish a 
port of delivery at Springéeld in the State of Massachusetts.” 

It appears that the best reasons urged for the passage of this bill are that 


Springtield has a of about 40,000; that the imports to the section of 
country where the 


uently greatly delayed. 
ashe Government is now subjected to great loss of revenue through the intri- 
costes of the present system re to the collection of customs dues and 
the frauds and evasions which It is also 


3 


upon Congress be instead of 
n the number of ports where present evils may be extended. 
The bill now under provides that a surveyor of customs shall 


be appointed to reside at said port, who shall receive asalary not to exceed $) (4) 
per annum 


met is quite obvious that an experienced force of employés at the ports whe 


goods f ‘or Springtield are entered would be much better qualified to adjust 1),. 
Pee se oom the same than the person thus proposed to be added to the vast ar; 
o offi 


There are man — in the different States having larger populations {}, ian 


Springfield and fully as much entitled upon every ground peepennes to the ac 
vantages so t by this bill; and yet it is clear that th the following of the prece- 
dent which proposed legislation would establish could not fail to produc 
con 


uncertainty in the adjustment of customs duties, leading to irr). 
tating discriminations and probable joss to the Government. 


GROVER CLEVEL AND. 
Execurive Mawnsiox, May 17, 1886. 


a DAWES. I move that that message be printed and lie on the 
e. 
The motion was agreed to. 
ALASKA FRONTIER LINE. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


With reference to the pa h in my annual message to Congress in w))jc) 
I called attention to the uncertainty that exists as to the location of the AN ier 
line between Alaska and British Columbia as defined by the treaty of cessic, 


with Russia of March 30, 1867, I now transmit herewith for the information ani 
consideration of a report of the Secretary of State upon the subject 
with ommmpeny ns papers 

In view e of the subject I recommend that provision be mad 


by law for a preliminary survey of the boundary line in question by officers ; t 
the United in order hat the information necessary for the basis of a 
treaty between this country and Great Britain for the establishment of a detini 
boundary line may be obtained; and I also recommend that the sum of $100. 
000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be appropriated for the expenses 
of making such survey. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 


EXECUTIVE Mansion, Washington, May 17, 1886. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message will be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and be printed. 

Mr. BUTLER. It seems to me that the message ought to go to the 
Committee on Territories. 

‘Mr. ALLISON. Perhaps it ought to be referred to the Commitice 
on Appropriations, but I do not ask that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message will be printed ai 
on the table for further determination of the question of reference. 

Mr. MANDERSON. My attention is called to the fact that in one 
of the communications from the President—I think that in reference 
to the boundary line of the Territory of Alaska—there is an accom- 
panying map. It seems to me the printing of that map, which would 

an — of expense, had better be referred to the Committee on 


ting. 

*'The PRESIDING OFFICER. That order will be made, if there be 
no objection. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. 8762) making appropriations to supply deficienccs in 
the appropriations for public printing, pensions, and pay of the Army 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the citizensof South Carolina and other pa). 
relating to the claim of the Ursuline nuns be withdrawn from the files of | 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. CAMERON. I renew my motion that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask leave to report the bill appropriating money 
for the Military Academy. I desire to have it considered at this time. 
It will take but a moment. There are no amendments to the House 
bill. 

Mr. CAMERON. I have moved an executive session. The Senator 
from Nebraska[Mr. VAN Wyck] informs me that he had not entirely 
finished his remarks, but he gives way to my motion. 

Mr. LOGAN. It will not take ten minutes to dispose of this })11!. 

Mr. CAMERON. Report it to-morrow. 

Mr. LOGAN. I had the impression heretofore that appropriation 
bills had the right of way. 

Mr. CAMERON. My motion was made before the Senator inter- 
fered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question in on the motion of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After one hour and thirteen minutes 
spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o'clock 
and 55 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjournefl to to-morrow, Tuesday, 
May 18, at 12 m. 





NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate this 17th day of May, 15°. 
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 
Joel Wilson, of Maine, to be collector of customs for the district of 
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York, Maine, vice Edward A. Bragdon, whose commission will expire 
May 18, 1886. 
RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 
§. 8. Carnahan, of Concordia, Kans., to be receiver of public moneys 
at Concordia, Kans., vice Thomas Wrong, resigned. 


~- REGISTERS OF LAND OFFICES. 


George W. Munroe, of Bozeman, Mont., to be register of the land 
office at Bozeman, Mont., vice Oliver FP. Chisholm, resigned. 
A. F. Snelling, of Lakeview, Oreg., to be register of the land office 
at Lakeview, Oreg., vice Warren Truitt, resigned. 
INDIAN AGENTS. 


George W. Norris, of Woburn, Mass., to be agent for the Indians of 
the Nez Percé agency, in Idaho, rice Charles E. Monteith, commission 


expired. 

John B. Scott, of Nevada, to be agent for the Indians of the Western 
Shoshone agency, in Nevada, vice John 8. Mayhugh, whose term of 
office has expired. 

Charles H. Yates, of Ukiah, Cal., to be agent for the Indians of the 
Round Valley agency, in California, rice Theodore F. Willsey, to be re- 
moved. 3 


CONFIRMATION. 
Executive nomination confirmed by the Senate May 17, 1886. 
ASSISTANT SURGEON IN THE NAVY. 


Charles Philip Henry, of Pennsylvania, to be an assistant surgeon 
in the Navy. , 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MonpDAY, May 17, 1886. 


The House met at 11 0’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. MILBurn, D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday was read and approved. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. JONES, of Texas, for this day. 

To Mr. SHAw, for Monday (to-day) and Tuesday. 

To Mr. Hutton, for two weeks, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. BARKSDALE, for this day, on account of sickness. 

To Mr; WILKINS, of Ohio, indefinitely, on account of important 
business. 

To Mr. ELy, for ten days, on account of important business. 

PUBLIC BUILDING, EL PASO, TEX. 

Mr. LANHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee of the Whole be di from the further consideration 
of the bill (H. R. 6665) for the erection of a public building at El Paso, 
Tex., and that the bill be put upon its passage. 

hae faa The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 
ask 

The was read, as follows: 

Beit é&c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 


thorized and to purchase or otherwise provide a site and cause to be 
erected thereon a tial and commodious building, with fire-proof vaults, 
for the use and accommodation of the United States custom-house, flice, 
and Federal courts, and for other Government uses, at El Paso, in the State of 
Texas. The site, and thereon, when completed upon plans and speci- 
fications to be and roved by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
shall not exceed in cost 


sum of $150,000; nor shall any site be purchased until 
estimates for the erection of a building which will furnish sufficient acconmo- 
transaction of the public business, and which shall not exceed in 
the sum herein limited after the site shall have been pur- 
chased and paid for, shall have been evever by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; and no purchase of site, nor plan for said building, shall be approved by 
the Secretary of the Treasury involving an expenditure exceeding the said sum 
of $150,000 for site and building; and the site purchased shall leave the building 
oe to danger from fire by an open space of at least 50 feet, includin 
and : Provided, That no part of said sum shall be expended until 
a valid title to said site shall be vested in the United States, nor until the 
State of Texas shall cede to the United States exclusive jurisdiction over the 
same the United States shall be or remain owner thereof for 
the administration of the criminal laws of said State and 
the service of 1 process therein. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this bill ? 


i 
ft 


agreed 
Mr. PAYSON, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported, as 
substitute for the bill H. R. 450, a bill (H. R. 8763) to forfeit the 
lands granted to the State of Florida to aid in the construction of cer- 
tain railroads, &c.; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 





Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. 8769) granting a pension 
to Daniel P. Roberts; which was read a first and second time, referred 
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JAMES D. WOOD. 

Mr. WAKEFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committee of the Whole bedischarged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. 6337) for the relief of James D, Wood, and that 
the same be put upon its passage. 

Mr. COX. I object. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The regular order is the call of the States and Ter- 
ritories for the introduction of bills and resolutions. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Speaker, has the regular order been called for? 

The SPEAKER. The regular order has not been demanded. 

Mr. DUNHAM. ‘Then I ask unanimous consent to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole from the further consideration of Senate bill 
263, which I ask to have read. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 
ask for objection. 

The Clerk read the title: An act (S. 263) providing for the erection 
of a public building at Springfield, Mass. 

Mr. BEACH. I call for the regular order, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded. 

A. If. ALFREY. 

Mr. PEEL introduced a bill (H. R. 8764) for the relief of Capt A. H. 
Alfrey; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM J. SOWELL. 


Mr. PEEL also introduced a bill (H. R. 8765) to place the name of 
William J. Sowell on the roll of the Arkansas volunteers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 

J. R. DUNKELBERGER. 

Mr. MARKHAM (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 8766) for the 
relief of J. R. Dunkelberger; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ROSANNA ROBEY. 

Mr. MORROW introduced a bill (H. R. 8767) granting a pension to 
Rosanna Robey; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE HARLAN. 

Mr. CLEMENTS introduced a bill (H. R. 8768) for the relief of 
George Harlan; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL P. ROBERTS. 


to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
HENRIETTA PETERSDORF. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. 8770) granting a 
pension to Henrietta Petersdorf; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

THOMAS HADDEN. 

Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. 8771) for the relief of Thomas 
Hadden; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS A. QUEEN. 

Mr. COBB also introduced a bill (H. R. 8772) for the relief of Thomas 
A. Queen; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be-printed. 

GEORGE W. SWAN. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. 8773) granting 
a pension to George W. Swan, Company H, Third Regiment Missouri 
Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ALLIE H. KING. 

Mr. HOWARD introduced a bill (H. R. 8774) granting a pension to 
Allie H. King; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES AGNEW. 

Mr. HOWARD also introduced a bill (H. R. 8775) for the relief of 
James Agnew, granting him a pension; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JAMES R. BURCHAM. 

Mr. HOWARD also introduced a bill (H. R. 8776) for the relief of 
James R. Burcham, granting him a pension; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CONSIDERATION OF PENSION BILLS. 
Mr. MATSON introduced a resolution to fix two days for the consid- 
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eration of bills reported by the Committee on Invalid Pensions; which 
was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
SUSAN WILSON. 

Mr. MATSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8777) granting a pension 
to Susan Wilson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SUSAN BAKER. 

Mr. MATSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8778) for the relief of 
Susan Baker; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH CHRISTIE. 

Mr. MATSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8779) granting a pension 
to Elizabeth Christie; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY NALLY. 

Mr. MATSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8780) granting a pension 
to Mary Nally; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARTHA A. KEELING. 

Mr. MA TSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8781) granting a pension 
to Martha A. Keeling; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY LAWSON. 

Mr. MATSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8782) granting a pension 
to Mary Lawson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES H. LOCKWOOD. 


Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill (H. R. 8783) granting a pension to 
Charles H. Lockwood; which was read a firstand second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF RULES. 


Mr. HOLMAN submitted the following resolution; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Rules: 


Resolved, That the following be adopted as a substitute for clause 3 of Rule 
XXI of the House: 

3. No appropriation shall be reported in any general appropriation bill, or be 
in order as an amendment thereto, ~~ any ei not previously author- 
* ized by law, unless in continuation of sogeeyeeiie ns for such public works and 
objects as are already in progress. Nor any provision in any such bill or 
amendment thereto changing existing law be in order, except such as, being 


germane to the subject-matter of the bill, retrench expenditures by the re- 
duction of the number and salary of the? officers of the United States, by the re- 
duction of the compensation of amy person paid out of the Treasury of the 


United States, or by the reduction of amounts of money covered by the bill: 
Provided, That it shall be in order further to amend such bill upon the re of 
the committee having jurisdiction of the su ter of such am ent, 
which amendment, being germane to the su tter of the bill, shall re- 
trench expenditures, 


SOLDIERS’ HOME IN IOWA. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. 8784) to au- 
thorize the location of a branch home for volunteer disabled soldiers 
in the State of Iowa, and for other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JOHN H. HALE. 

Mr. FULLER introduced a bill (H. R. 8785) increasing the pension 
of John H. Hale; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 


Mr. HEPBURN introduced a bill (H. R. 8786) granting a condemned 
cannon to Isminger Post, Grand Army of the Republic, at Chariton, 
lowa; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 


tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM THURSTON. 

Mr. HEPBURN also introduced a bill (H. R. 8787) gran @ pen- 
sion to William Thurston, of Thayer, lowa; which was read a and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

DONATIONS OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 

Mr. HEPBURN also introduced a bill (H. R. 8788) granting a con- 
demned cannon to the Post of the Grand Army of the Republic at Al- 
lerton, Iowa; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HEPBURN also introduced a bill (H. R. 8789) granting a con- 
demned cannon to New Market Post of the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


FORT HAYS MILITARY RESERVATION, KANSAS. 

Mr. HANBACK introduced a bill (H. R, 8790) to provide for the 
disposition of a portion of the Fort Hays military reservation in the 
State of Kansas; which was read ee a ne referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 





SALLY W. RICE. 
Mr. PETERS introduced a bill (H. R. 8791) granting a pension to 
Sally W. Rice; which was read a first and second time, referred to t}; 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


W. H. H. M’ ARTHUR. 

Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 8792) granting a pension 
to W. H. H. McArthur; which was read a first and second time, referre:| 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

E. DEVOL. 

Mr. FUNSTON introduced a bill (H. R. 8793) for the relief of FE 
Devol, of Company A, Twentieth Ohio Infantry; which was read 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
and ordered to be printed. 

BENJAMIN F. HURLEY. 

Mr. FUNSTON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8794) for the relief of 
Benjamin F. Hurley, of Company A, Tenth Kansas Volunteers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invali( 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

BERNARD CARLIN. 

Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. 8795) granting a pension to Be: 
nard Carlin; which was read a first and second time, referred to 1) 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


3 HECTOR W. SUMMERS. 
Mr. HALSELL introduced a bill (H. R. 8796) granting a pension to 
Hector W. Summers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


G. W. M’CLURE. 

Mr. McCREARY introduced a bill (H. R. 8797) granting a pension 
to G. W. McClure, of Rock Castle County, Kentucky; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS J. HAYS. 

Mr. McCREARY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8798) granting a pen- 
sion to Thomas J. Hays, of Rock Castle County, Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid en 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

JONATHAN BRANDENBERG. 

Mr. McCREARY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8799) granting a pen- 
sion to Jonathan Brandenberg, late private Company E, Fourteenth 
Kentucky Volunteer Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

R. C. JAMESON. 

Mr. LAFFOON introduced a bill (H. R. 8800) for the relief of I. ( 
Jameson; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


LUCIE A. JAMESON. 
Mr. LAFFOON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8801) for the relicf 0! 
Lucie A. Jameson; which was read a first and second time, referred t 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES W. HAMPTON. 
Mr. LAFFOON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8802) for the relief « f 


Charles W. Hampton; which was read a first and second time, referre: 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES 0. KNOX. 

Mr. LAFFOON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8803) for the relief 0! 
James O. Knox; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES R. RASH. 

Mr. LAFFOON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8804) for the relie! o/ 
James R. Rash; which was read a first and second time, referred tot) 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE W. RIDDLE. 

Mr. LAFFOON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8805) for the relic! 0! 
George W. Riddle; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM W. ANDERSON. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky, introdaced a bill (If. R. 8205 
for the relief of William W. Anderson; which was read a first and s«: 
ond time, referred to the Committee on WarClaims, and ordered to !« 
printed. 
sil saaee LAND RESERVATIONS, LOUISIANA. 

Mr. GAY introduced a bill (H. R. 8807) to cancel certain resery 
tions of land on account of live-oak, in the southwestern land district, 
State of ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
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M. A. LEDET. 

Mr. GAY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8808) for the relief of M. A. 
Ledet, late United States consul at Tuxpan, Mexico, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ASHLEY C. RICE. 


Mr. LOVERING introduced a bill (H. R. 8809) granting a pension 
to Ashley C. Rice; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM R. FOOT. 


Mr. COMSTOCK introduced a bill (H. R. 8810) for the payment of 
veteran bounty to William R. Foot, Company H, Twenty-first Regi- 
ment Michigan Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


EDWIN M. WATROUS. 
Mr. CUTCHEON introduced a bill (H. R. 8811) for the relief of Ed- 
ward M. Watrous; which was read a first and second time, refer‘ed to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


ELLA A. ARCHER. 


Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. 8812) granting a pension to Ella 
A. Archer, widow of M. P. Archer, deceased; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

DR. W. W. MANTLO. 

Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8813) for the relief of Dr. 
W. W. Mantlo, of Mércer County, Missouri; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committec on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

0. P. PHILLIPS. 

Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8814) for the relief of O. P. 
Phillips, of Sullivan County, Missouri; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

JOHN E. CARTER. 

Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8815) granting a pension to 
John E. Carter, of Grundy County, Missouri; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

NANCY MURPHY. 

Mr. HATCH introduced a bill (H. R. 8816) for the relief of Nancy 
Murphy; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SMITH V. CAMPBELL. 

Mr. BURNES (by Mr. Dockery) introduced a bill (H. R. 8817) grant- 
ing a pension to Smith V. Campbell; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 

rinted, 
. FREDERICK DIERKING. 

Mr. BURNES (by Mr. Dockery) introduced a bill (H. R. 8818) 
granting a pension to Frederick Dierking; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

EMPLOYES OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY-YARDS. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri, introduced a bill (H. R. 8819) to grant 
leave of absence to employés of United States navy-yards; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Labor, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SOPHIA BUMP. 

Mr. of Missouri, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8820) for the 
relief of Sophia p; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MENRY B. STURGIS. 

Mr. DORSEY introduced a bill (H. R. 8821) granting a pension to 

enry B. Sturgis, late — and aid-de-camp, United States volun- 
teers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ZARDUS JEWELL. 
Mr. DORSEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8822) granting a pension 
Zardus Jewell, late sergeant Company K, Ninety-second Illinois In- 
fantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
ttee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
JAMES M. DEVALL. 
Mr. DORSEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8823) granting a pension 
to James M. Devall, late private Company O, Sixth Regiment West Vir- 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
JAMES W. PLAISTED. 
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Mr. HAYNES introduced a bill (H. R. 8824) increasing the pension | 
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of James W. Plaisted; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee.on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 

Mr. BUCHANAN introduced a bill (H. R. 8825) for the erection of 
a public building at Atlantic City, N. J.; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildingsand Grounds, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MARY M. THOMPSON. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also introduced a bill (H. R. 8826) granting a pen- 
sion to Mary M. Thompson; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

JOHN BUCHANAN 

Mr. PIDCOCK introduced a bill (H. R. 8827) granting a pension to 
John Buchanan; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

GILES WRIGHT. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced a bill (H. R. 8828) granting a pension 
to Giles Wright; whieh was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed.’ 

JACOB TEITS. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced a bill (H. R. 8829) granting a pension 
to Jacob Teits; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

AARON GARRIS. 

Mr. PIDCOCK introduced a bill (H. R. 8830) granting a pension to 
Aaron Garris; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN JOHNSON. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced abill (H. R. 8831) granting a pension 
to John Johnson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH E. DILTS. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced a bill (H. R. 8832) granting a pension 
to Elizabeth E. Dilts; which was read a first and second time, reterred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL W. BURD. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced a bill (H. R. 8833) granting a pension 
to Samuel W. Burd; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

. ABRAHAM P. GRIGGS. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced a bill (H. R. 8834) granting a pension 
to Abraham P. Griggs; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JACOB CASE. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced a bill (H. R. 8835) granting a pension 
to Jacob Case; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 





JOHN MILLER. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced a bill (H. R. 8836) granting « pension 
to John Miller; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN Q. A. BROKAW. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced a bill (H. R. 8837) granting a pension 
to John Q. A. Brokaw; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

LOUISE PAUL. 

Mr. VIELE introduced a bill (H. R. 8838) granting a pension to 
Louise Paul; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES L. WRIGHT. 

Mr. HIRES introduced a bill (H. R. 8839) to remove the charge of 
desertion from the record of James L. Wright; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ARTIFICIAL BUTTER. 

Mr. BEACH introduced a bill (H. R. 8840) to regulate the manu- 
facture and sale of artificial butter in the District of Columbia and in 
the Territories and Government reservations, and to regulate commerce 
in such butter with foreign nations and among the several States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

PATRICK DALEY. 

Mr. ARNOT introduced a bill (H. P. #841) for the relief of Patrick 
Daley; which was read a first and second time, referred tothe Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM W. FORD. 
Mr. ARNOT also introduced a bill (H. R. £842) for the relief of 








4592 


_ CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





May 17, 





William W. Ford, late a private of Battery D, Fifth United States Ar- 
tillery; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and o:3ered to be printed. 

BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY. 

Mr. SWINBURNE introduced a bill (H. R. 8843) to amend an act 
entitled ‘‘An act for the establishment of a bureau of animal industry, 
and for other purposes,’’ approved May 29, 1884; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JAMES E. ATKINS. 

Mr. BURLEIGH introduced a bill (H. R. 8844) to remove the charge 
of desertion from the rolls and records in the office of the Adjutant- 
General of the Army against James E. Atkins; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS L. RYAN. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. 8845) to in- 
crease the pension of Thomas L. Ryan; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to he printed. 

RICHARD HAMBLIN. 

Mr. MERRIMAN introduced a bill (H. R. 8846) to pay Richard 
Hamblin the difference between the pay of sergeant of artillery and 
sergeant of engineers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PHILA CLARK. 

Mr. WEBER introduced a bill (H. R. 8847) for the relief of Phila 
Clark; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


TAX ON NOTES OF STATE BANKS. 

Mr. BENNETT introduced a bill (H. R. 8848) to repeal the tax of 10 
per cent. on notes ef State banks as circulation; which was read a 
tirst and second time, and referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, and ordered to be printed. 


DIGEST OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

Mr. COX introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 173) a the 
publication of an edition of a digest of international law edited by 
Francis Wharton; which was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

SARAH A. HOOPER. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina, introduced a bill (H. H. 8849) 
granting an increase of pension to Sarah A. Hooper; w was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM LAIRD. 

Mr. McKINLEY introduced a bill (H. R. 8850) granting a 
to William Laird, late a private Company F, Fourth Ohio V: 
Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the O Com. 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


APPROPRIATIONS COVERED INTO TREASURY. 

Mr. LITTLE (by Mr. Cooper) introduced a bill (H: R. 8851) to au- 
thorize the covering into the Treasury of ific items of 
in certain cases; which was read a first andsecond time, 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS J. SUTTON, 

Mr. ELLSBERRY introduced a bill (H. R. 8852) for the relief of 
Thomas J. Sutton; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

VALENTINE VANGUNDY. 

Mr. ELLSBERRY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8853) for the relief 
of Valentine Vangundy; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

J. J. . RMENTROUT. 

Mr. ELLSBERRY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8854) granting a 
pension to J. J. Armentrout, eee. D, Fourth Regiment United 
States Artillery, in the war with Mexico, 1346; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 
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HUGH M’SURELY. 

Mr. ELLSBERRY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8855) granting a pen- 
sion to Hugh McSurely; which was read a first second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MORGAN TEDRICK. 

Mr. ELLSBERRY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8856) granting a pen- 
sion to Morgan Tedrick; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CASSIUS BEEBE. 
Mr. SENEY introduced a bill (H. R. 8857) granting a pension to 


to Ann Fi 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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Cassius Beebe; which was read a first and second time, referred to {}\. 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ANN FINNEGAN, 


Mr. SENEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8858) granting a pension 
; which was read a first and second time, referred ¢, 


J. L. DOZER. 
Mr. SENEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 8859) granting a pension 
to J. L. Dozer; which was read a fitst and second time; referred to tho 


Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


EMELINE HARRIS. 

Mr. GEDDES introduced a bill (H. R. 8860) granting a pension to 
Emeline Harris; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ALEXANDER PUTERBAUGH. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. 8861) granting ay 
increase of pension to Alexander Puterbaugh, lateof Company D, sixty- 
first Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read a first and second time. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed, 

EDWARD MANION. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8862) grant- 
ing a ion to Edward Manion; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN W. MILLER. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8863) grant- 
ing a pension to John W. Miller; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8864) grant- 
ing a pension to Benjamin Franklin; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MICHAEL M. 0’DOWD. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8865) grant- 
ing a pension to Michael M. O’ Dowd; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

EDWARD DARRY. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8866) grant- 
ing @ pension to Edward Darry; which was read a firstand second time, 
referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN M. HETZLER. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introducefia bill (H. R. 8867) grant- 
ing a pension to John M. Hetzler; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

J. W. LEIGHT. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. 8868) granting a 
ion to J. W. Leight; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printe:. 
MRS. HENRIETTA M. DRUM HUNT. 

Mr. O’ NEILL, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 8869) grant- 
ing a — to Mrs. Henrietta M. Dram Hunt; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MRS. CATHARINE S. M’MAHAN. 
Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania, also introduced a bill (H. KR. 8870 
sing 9 pension Mrs. Catharine 8. McMahan; which was read a 
first referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be sprinted, 
ACCOUNTS PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania (by request), also submitted the ‘ol- 

read, and 


lowing resolution; which was read, referred to the Committee on 
Expenditures in the Treasury Department: 
maeivel, at Be of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, requested 
to to the "Tiouse of Hepresentatives a copy of all papers in the case of 
eet tr tas teen road Company, audited for payment by the 
ry ef tna Trcanary and sofa Congress, and finally disallowed 
by the Secretary of the ried to this the Forty-ninth Con- 
( tatives, 210, page 25; settle- 


BILLS INTRODUCED BY REQUEST 
Mr. O’ NEILL, of Pennsylvania, also submitted the following resolu- 
_ = was en and referred te the Committee on Rules: 
Jiring that there be printed in the Journal, and on Saseine which are pre 
- and cn is which are pr‘ 
sented by request, the words “ by request 
WILSON E. REED. | 
Mr. FLEEGER introduced a bill (H. R. 8871) granting a pension to 
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Wilson E. Reed; which was read a first and second time, referred to | of John W. Huckabee, of Decatur County, Tennessee; which was read 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
GOTTLIEB KAFER. 

Mr. FLEEGER also introduced a bill (H. R. 8872) granting a pension 
to Gottlieb Kafer; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES L. LOWREY. 

Mr. SWOPE introduced a bill (H. R. 8873) providing for an increase 
of pension to Charles L. Lowrey; which was read a first and second time, 
referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

; CHAMBERS C. MULLIN. 

Mr. SWOPE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8874) to increase the pen- 
sion of Chambers C. Mullin; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS, SALLIE M. STEWART. 

Mr. SWOPE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8875) granting a pension 
to Mrs. Sallie M. Stewart; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM C, STAIR. 

Mr. SWOPE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8873) to restore the name 
of William C. Stair to on-roll; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


printed. 
SUITS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. ERMENTROUT introduced a bill (H. R. 8877) to provide for 
bringing suits against the United States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

‘ JOHN SHROYER. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 8878) 
granting a pension to John Shroyer, late a member of Company C, 
hundred and tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read a 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM SWIFT. 


. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, also introduced a bill (H. R. 
granting a pension to William Swift; which was read a first and 
dae referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 

BRIDGE ACROSS TENNESSEE RIVER, CHATTANOOGA. 
introduced a bill (H. R. 8880) to authorize the constrac- 
across the Tennessee River at or near Chattanooga, 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

PETTIBONE introduced a bill R. 8881) to authorize the 
of a bridge across the Tennessee River at or near Chatta- 
; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
on erce, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN CAMPBELL. _ 

Mr. PETTIBONE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8882) for the relief of 
John Campbell; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

L. H. AND BR. E. GOODWIN. 

Mr. PETTIBONE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8883) for the relief 
of L. H. and R. E. Goodwin; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
ELIAS BEAL. 


Mr. PETTIBONE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8884) for the relief 
of Elias Company H, One hundred and fifth Regiment 
Tennessee Vi ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


SECTION 5258 REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. HOUK Mr. PETTIBONE) introduced a bill (H. R. 8885) to 
amend section of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. “ 

; SALE OF TOBACCO FREE OF TAX. 

Mr. GLASS introduced a bill (IH. R. 8886) to enable tobacco planters 
to sell tobacco raised ao by them free from any internal-reve- 
nue tax; which was a first second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES F. CULLEN. 

Mr. McMILLIN (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 8887) for the 

of James F. Cullen 


relief ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN W. HUCKABEE. 
Mr. JOHN M. TAYLOR introduced a bill (H. R 8888) for the relief 
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a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
| ordered to be printed. 
JOHN fh. J. KRAHEY. 

_ Mr. THROCKMORTON (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 8889) 
for the relief of John R. J. Krahey; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RECELVERSHIPS. 

Mr. REAGAN introduced a bill (H. R. 8890) to limit the powers of 
circuit and district courts and judges of the United States in the matter 
of receiverships; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

R. L. MUNSON. 

Mr. GROUT introduced a bill (H. R. 8891) granting a pension to R. 
L. Munson; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MAHALA DEXTER. 

Mr. GROUT also introduced a bill (H. R. 8892) granting a pension 
to Mahala Dexter; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CORNELIA P. RANDOLPH AND OTHERS. 


Mr. WILSON introduced a bill (H. R. 8893) directing the commis- 
sioners of the District-of Columbia to execute a deed of quitclaim and 
release to a certain alley in Washington to Cornelia P. Randolph and 
others; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Colambia, and ordered to bp-frinted. 

FISHWAYS AT GREAT FALLS. 


Mr. WILSON also submitted a resolution calling on the Secretary of 
War for information as to the erection of fishways at the Great Falls of 
the Potomac, as directed by act of July 15, 1882; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

CALEB SMITH. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, introduced a bill (H. R. 8894) to 
correct the records of the War Department as to the date of death of 
First Lieut. Caleb Smith; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM PATCHELL. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8895) 
to place on the pension-roll the name of William Patchell, a pilot in 
the service of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

M. A. AYERS. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8896) to 
restore to the pension-roll M. A. Ayers, of Smithville, Ritchie County, 
West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES M’CAFFREY. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8897) 
to remove the charge of desertion and grant an honorable discharge to 
James McCaffrey, a member of Company B, Third West Virginia Cav- 
alry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES LOYD. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8898) 
granting a pension to James Loyd, late a member of Company H, Third 
Regiment West Virginia Cavalry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JACOB E. ISRAEL. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8899) 
granting a pension to Jacob E. Israel, of Company M, First Regiment 
West Virginia Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS H. MARSHALL. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8900) 
granting a pension to Thomas H. Marshall, of Company C, First Regi- 
ment West Virginia Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, 
reférred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SAMUEL C. VICKERS. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, alse introduced a bill (H. R. 8901) 
granting a pension to Samuel C. Vickers, late a member of Company 
E, Thirteenth Regiment West Virginia Volunteer Infantry; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. MARIA HILL. 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8902) 
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granting a pension to Mrs. Maria Hill, dependent mother of Jesse L. 
Hill, late of Company K, Thirteenth Regiment West Virginia Infantry ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
SUSAN M. COVANOVAN. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8903) 
for the relief of Susan M. Covanovan, sole surviving heir of the late 
Mary Ann Covanovan, deceased; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 





DANIEL ROUSH. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8904) 
for the relief of Daniel Roush, of New Haven, Mason County, West Vir- 
ginia; which was read a first ‘and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CALVIN DOUGLASS. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8905) 
for the relief of Calvin of Jackson County, West Virginia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
he had examined and found duly enrolled the bill (H. R. 7938) to au- 
thorize the Washington and Cincinnati Elevated Railway and Bri 
Company to erect a bridge across the Ohio River; when the Speaker 
signed the same. 

D. D. HOLBERT. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Vi introduced a bill (H. R. 8906) for 
the relief of D.'D. Holbert, of Gilmer County, West Virginia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


G. W. WATSON, 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8907) 
for the relief of G. W. Watson, of Parkersburg, W. Va.; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM LARGE. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Vi also introduced a bill (H. R. 8908) 
for the relief of William of Wayne County, West Virginia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

INDIGENT SOLDIERS OF THE MEXICAN WAR. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8909) 
for the relief of indigent soldiers of the Mexican war; which was read 
@ first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS B. KLINE. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8910) 
for the relief of Thomas B, Kline, executor, &c., of J. A. Kline, de- 
ceased; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ABSALOM WESTFALL. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill dn R. 8911) 
for the relief of Absalom Westfall, of Gilmer County, West Vi : 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Comnsttios on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
FRAUDULENT CLAIMS AGAINST FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 
Mr. GUENTHER introduced . bill (H. R. 8912) to prevent and 


punish the ‘ion of the United States, of 
fraudulent claims against foreign governments; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. EVANS. 


Mr, PRICE introduced a bill (H. R. 8913) for the relief of George 
W. Evans; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ERNEST DESJARDINS. 
Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8914) granting an increase 
ion to Ernest ; which was read a first and second 


Desjardins; time, 
erred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


of 


NANCY SMITH. 
Mr. PRICE (by ig also introduced a bill (H. R. 8915) for the 
relief of Nancy Smith; was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
IGNACIA SYLVA. 
Mr. JOSEPH introduced a bill (H. R. 8916) for the relief of Ignacia 


Bylva; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on , and ordered to be printed. 
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QUIRINO GALLEGOS, 

Mr. JOSEPH introduced a bill (H. R. 8917) for the relief of Quirino 
Gallegos; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com. 
mittee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

THE MAXWELL GRANT. 

Mr. JOSEPH also introduced the following resolution; which y 

read, and referred to the Committee on the Public Lands: 


Whereas,in pursuance of a decision of the Secretary of the Interior of |), 
cember 31, 1869, the surveyor-general of New Mexico was instructed, on Jani uary 
23,1874, to regard and treat the entire tract claimed as the Beaubien and Mi. 
randa or : grant ‘as public land and extend the public surveys overt); 
same; an 


Whereas said Maxwell grant tract for the ane years has not bean treated 
*Winereas te but as a private land claim; and 
the settlers within the limits of the Maxwell grant tract claim pro- 
ption claimants to the public lands until such time as said de. 
Cintow of near St, 31, heir rights depend, may have been rey 
aa omnes 


Be it resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and Lie henaie, requested to 
inform the House of Representatives in the Lan d Department or in the 
courts there has been instituted a direct proceeding for the aon purpose of 

said decision of the Secretary of the Interior of December 31, 1869, judi- 
_— — and if so, whether such proceeding resulted in a formal decree 
of reversa 


DAVID B. CORDELL. 

Mr. HEARD introduced a bill (H. R. 8918) for the relief of David 
B. Cordell; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCIS MARION HUNTER. 

Mr. HEARD also introduced a bill (H. R. 8919) for the relief of 
Francis Marion Hunter; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. JONES. 

Mr. NEECE introduced a bill (H. R. 8920) granting a pension to 
George W. Jones; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ANTONIO MARQUEZ. 

Mr. ST. MARTIN introduced a bill (H. R. 8921) for the relief of 
Antonio Marquez; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY EAST. 

Mr. FINDLAY introduced a bill (H. R. 8922) for the relief of Heury 
East; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


TRANSPORTATION OF DUTIABLE GOODS. 

Mr. SEYMOUR introduced a bill (H. R. 8923) to amend ‘‘an act in 
relation to the immediate transportation of dutiable goods, and for 
urposes,’’ approved June 10, 1880; which was read a first and 
time, and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

- SELMA AND MERIDIAN RAILROAD. 

Mr. SADLER introduced a bill (H. R. 8924) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of War to open and readjust the settlement made by the United 
States Government and the Selma and Meridian Railroad of Alabama; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

SECTION 3480 REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. McRAE introduced a bill (H. R. 8925) to repeal section 3450 of 
the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

M. W. LOCKE. 

Mr. McRAE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8926) for the relief of M. W. 
Neeceny Repeneeneee tains Lockesburg, Ark.; which was read 
a first aud second time, referred by unanimous consent to the Commit- 
tee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

EULA E. HENRY. 

Mr. McRAE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8927) for the relief of Miss 
Eula E. Henry; ee read a first and second timg, referred to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be 


printed. 
R. RB. TINSLEY. 

Mr. McRAE also introduced a bill (H. R. 8928) for the relief of li. 
R. Tinsley; which was read a first and second referred to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, ordered to be 
printed. 


CAROLINE A. GROSHON. 
Mr. STAHLNECKER introduced a bill (H. R. 8929) granting a peo 
sion to Caroline A. Groshon; which was read a first and second tim, 
sabasatethateanalnnes Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
TRUST FUNDS, ETC., IN CUSTODY OF DEPARTMENTS. 
Mr. HEWITT introduced the following resolution; which was re- 
gunsh to Go Comatataran Ways and Means: 


of War, the Secretary of 
Dh pata carters ren ss Be 3 
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Navy, and the Seeretary of the Interior be uired respectively to furnish 
o. So with a full and complete schedule of all trust funds in their custody, 
from whom and when received, to whom due, where held, and amounts of 
same; the amount of the unexpended balance of the Geneva award available 
for the payment of the judgments of the Court of Alabama Claims; and all 
other unexpended balances in the custody of the above-named officers of the 
Government; the estimated amount required for repayment to importers of ex- 
vess of custom dues, and any and all claims, of whatever nature, estimated and 
ascertai which may within the fiscal year become a liability against the 
Treasury of the United States, 


COL. JONATHAN D. STEVENSON. 
Mr. HEWITT also introduced concurrent resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of New York commending Col. Jonathan D. Steven- 


son to the favorable consideration of Congress; which were read, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


EUGENE E. M’LEAN. 

Mr. HEWITT also introduced a bill (H. R. 8930) to relieve Eugene 
E. McLean, of the State of New York, of disabilities under the four- 
teenth amendment of the Constitution of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


FREDERICK MARTIN. 
Mr. HEWITT also introduced a bill (H. R. 8931) for the relief of 
Frederick Martin; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, BUREAU OF PRINTING AND ENGRAVING. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, introduced a bill (H. R. 8932) grant- 
ing leave of absence to employésin the Bureau of Printing and Engrav- 
ing; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 


DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. 8933) granting a 
condemned cannon to Grand t at Montezuma, Iowa; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. . 


: H. M. SAILORS. 
Mr. STEELE introduced a bill (H. R. 8934) for the relief of H. M. 


Sailors; which was read a first second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


SECTION 5258 REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois (by est), introduced a bill (H. R. 8935) 
to amend section 5258 Revised Statutes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MARY M. DEVONE. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, of Florida (by request), introduced a bill (H. R. 
8936) for the relief of Mary M. Devone; which was read a first and sec- 
po ge om to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MONUMENT TO EDWIN M. STANTON. 

Mr. BOUTELLE introduced a bill (H. R. 8937) for the erection of a 
monument to the late Edwin M. Stanton; which was read a first and 
second time, the second reading being in fall,at the request of Mr. 


BourvELLE. 

ee, , is it now in order to ask unani- 
mous consent to put ill upon its passage immediately ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. This is simply a contin- 
uation of the call of States and Territories for the introduction of bills 


Mr. BOUTELLE. ‘Then I ask the reference of the bill ta the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 
The bill was referred to the Committee on the Library, and ordered 
to be printed. 
JOHN B. EADS. 


Mr. CANNON introduced a bill (H. R. 8938) for the relief of John 
B. Eads; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Clainis, and ordered to be printed. 


ESTATE OF WILLIAM BLAIR LORD. 

Mr. REED, of Maine, introduced a resolution for the relief of the 
estate of the late William Blair Lord; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 

DUTIES PAID BY EXPORTERS OF FRUITS. 

Mr. FELTON introduced a bill (H. R. 8939) to refund to exporters 
of fruits duties paid on im sugar; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and or- 
to be printed. 


z 


WILLIAM C. DIAL. 


e i 


i 


Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

































TOWNSHEND introduced a bill (H. R. 8940) for the relief of 
C. Dial; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
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A. J. ROBINSON. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND also introduced a bill (H. R. 8941) granting a 


pension to A. J. Robinson; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


DWYER TRACY. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND also introduced a bill (H. R. 8942) increasing the 


pension of Dwyer Tracy; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WESLEY PHILLIPS. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND also introduced a bill (H. R. 8943) for the re- 


lief of Wesley Phillips; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


HENRY OGLESBY. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND also introduced a bill (H. R. 8944) for the relief 


of Henry Oglesby; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN GANT. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND also introduced a bill (H. R. 8945) granting a 


pension to John Gant; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS CHASE. 
Mr. O’NEILL, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 8946) grant- 


ing a pension to Thomas Chase, formerly of the United States Navy; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ADALENA T. BLICK. 
Mr. BRADY (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 8947) for the relief 


of Adalena T. Blick; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


U. S&S. GRANT POST, KANSAS. 
Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. 8948) donating condemned can- 


non, carriage, and cannon balls to U.S. Grant Post, Kansas; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


LUKE HOROBIN. 
Mr. STRUBLE introduced a bill (H. R. 8949) granting a pension to 


Luke Horobin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


FRANCIS SORRELL. 
Mr. DANIEL introduced a bill (H. R. 8950) to remove the political 


disabilities of Francis Sorrell; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


ELLEN S. NEWCOMER. 
Mr. HITT introduced a bill (H. R. 8951) for the relief of Ellen S. 


Newcomer; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JESSE P. NELSON. 
Mr. TAULBEE introduced a bill (H. R. 8952) for the relief of Jesse 


P. Nelson; which was read a fizst and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SARAH F. DONALDSON. 
Mr. BARBOUR introduced a bill (H. R. 8953) for the relief of Sarah 


F. Donaldson, of Fairfax County, Virginia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 


COMPAGNIE GENERALE TRANSATLANTIQUE. 

Mr. BELMONT introduced a bill (H. R. 8954) referring to the Court 
of Claims the claim of Compagnie Générale Transatlantique for tonnage 
illegally exacted; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH KUGLER. 

Mr. EVERHART (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 8955) grauting 
a pension to Joseph Kugler; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH B. SHUEY. 

Mr. LANDES (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 8956) granting a 
pension to Elizabeth B. Shuey; whicb wasread a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN ROUTIER. 

Mr. LANDES (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 8957) grant- 
ing a pension to John Routier; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WATSON I. WHEELER. 

Mr. LANDES (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 8958) for 
the relief of Watson I. Wheeler; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
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RHODA C. COCHRAN. 

Mr. DAWSON introduced a bill (H. R. 8959) for the relief of Rhoda 
C. Cochran; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JANE HOLMES. 


Mr. DAWSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8960) for the relief of 
Jane Holmes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SARAH VANTINE. 


Mr. BINGHAM introduced a bill (H. R. 8961) granting a pension to 
Sarah Vantine; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

EARL D. PERCY. 

Mr. BINGHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. 8962) granting a pen- 
sion to Earl D. Percy; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MICHAEL FITZPATRICK. 


Mr. KETCHAM introduced a bill (H. R. 8963) granting a pension 
to Michael Fitzpatrick; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN W. ScorrT. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R.8964) for the re- 
lief of John W. Scott; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HARRIET W. SHACKLETT. 

Mr. STONE, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. 8965) for the re- 
lief of Harriet W. Shacklett; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Mr. an I move that the House 

resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 


Union, for the purpose of considering general appropriation bills. 

The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 72, noes 
70. 

Mr. O'DONNELL. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. If this motion prevails will that pre 
vent us from going ahead with the regular order for Monday’s busi- 
ness? 

The SPEAKER. As long as the consideration of the iation 
bill shall be continued by the House it would prevent the tion 
of other business to-day. 

Mr. RANDALL, I desire to say that this appropriation bill ought 
to be immediately considered and passed. It makes provision among 
other things for printing the Recorp; and meet pension deficencies ; 
also to pay the Army. It will not take any length of time, in all hu- 
map probability. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I desiré to oe if there is to be any general de- 
bate, or if it is to be speedily? 

Mr. RANDALL. ‘That is a matter to be regulated by the House. 
Whatever debate is necessary to explain fully the terms of the bill will 
be allowed; but so far as the committee are concerned there is no de- 
sire to debate the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Tellers being ordered, the Chair will appoint the 
gentleman from Michigan, Mr. O'DONNELL, and the gentleman from 
New York, Mr. ADAMS. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 76, noes 85. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I demand the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. REED, of Maine, I hope it will be understood [cries of ‘‘ Reg- 
ular order !’’} that this is against temperance legislation. [Cries of 
“Regular order !’’] 

The SPEAKER, The Clerk will call the roll. 

Mr. RANDALL. I hope the gentleman from Maine will be allowed 
to make his statement, but coupled with the condition that an oppor- 
tunity is given for a reply. [Cries of “‘ Regular order!’’] 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. How doesthismotion becomein order? This 
is suspension day. 

The SPEAKER. The day is not set apart exclusively for suspen- 
sions. It is simply in order to move to the rules to-day; but 
the gentleman from New York, before the had to call 
the committees, rose and made the motion, which is also in order. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I never heard it made on suspension day be- 


fore. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman is mistaken. 


Mr. McMILLIN. There were several recognitions to-day before the 
lar order was demanded. 


SPEAKER. The Clerk will call the roll. 
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The question was taken; it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 119, 
nays 105, not voting 98; as follows: 


Sayers, 

Scott, 

Seymour, 
Singleton, 
Skinner, 
Sowden, 
Stahinecker, 
Stewart, Charles \ 
St. Martin, 
Stone, W. 2. Ky. 
Stone, W. J., Mo. 
Swope, 


Tillman, 
Townshend, 
T er, 
‘Turner, 


I ask unanimous consent to dispense 


YEAS—119. 

Adams, J. J. Dawson, King, 
Allen, J. M. Dibble, Laffoon, 
Ballentine, Dockery Landes, 
Barbour, Dowdney, Lawler, 
Barnes, Dunn, Lore, 
Beach, Eldredge, Lovering, 
Belmont Elisberry, Martin, 
aa, ae Sate, 

lanchard, 1 a bury, 
Bland Fisher’ Metheny, 
Breckinridge,C.R. Ford, MeMillin, 
Breckinridge, WCP. Forney, Mc 
Bynum, Gay, Merriman, 
coat Glass, Miller, 
Caldw Green, R. 8. ills, 
Campbell Felix Green, W. J. Mitchell, 
Campbell, bg + all, organ, 
Campbell. T Halsell, Morrison, 
Clements, Hammond, Murphy, 

5 oars. Neal, 
Comstock, eel, 
Cowles, ras Perry, 
Cox, Hen ierson, J. 8. Pindar, 
Grene on Reagan : 
Croxton, ewitt, 

Culberson, Holman, Reese, , 
Curtin, Howard, Richardson, 
Daniel, Hudd, Riggs, 
Davidson, A. C. Irion, Rogers, 
Davidson, R. H. M. Johnston, T. D. Sadler, 
NAYS—16. 
Adams, G peager, McKinley, 
Allen, ©. H. Faller, Milliken, 
Anderson, J. A. Geddes, Morrill, 
Atkinson, Goff, Neece, 
Bayne, Grou Nelson, 
Bingham, Guenther, O’ Donnell, 
Haynes, ONeill, 3 
% Neill, J. 

y, Henderson, D. B. Osborne 
Browne, T. M Henderson, T. J. Outhwaite, 
Brown, C. E. Hepburn, Owen, 
Brown, W. W. Herman Payne, 

B nan, Hiestand, Payson, 
Buck, Hiscock, Perkins, 
Bunnell, Hitt, Peters, 
Campbell,J.M. J ; Plumb, ' 
ames, um 
Cannon, ' Johnson, F. A Price, 
Seonee’ Kelley. -e Rela: 3. W. 
Cutcheon, Ketcham, Rice, 
Dorsey, Lindsley, Rowell, , 
Dunham, Louttit, Ryan, 
Everhart, Ly . Sawyer, 
Farquhar, kham, Scranton, 
Felton, McKenna, Sessions, 
NOT VOTING—#98. 
Aiken, Davis, Jones, J. H. 
, C. M. Dougherty, Jones, J. T. 
Arnot, Eden, Kleiner, 
Baker. ; Ely, La eae, 
Barry, x Foran, ie Fevre, 
Bliss," Frederick, Lehibach, 
Boyle, ; Gallinger Lites : 
Bragg, Gibson, C. H. Long, 
Brumm, Gibson, Eustace Lowry, 
Burnes, ; Glover, McAdoo, 
» Grosvenor, 
Candler, Hale, Millard, 
Carleton, Hanback, offatt, 
Caswell, Harmer, Morrow, 
Clard hy Negley 
y, 
Cole,” Hill, Norwood, 
Collins, Hires, Oates, 
a Hopkins, O'Hare : 

: ° Houk, ¥ arker, 

Davenport, Hutton, Phelps, 
So the motion was to. 
Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. 

with the reading of the names. 
There was no 


The following members were announced as paired : 


Until farther notice: 


Mr. Hutron with Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. 


Mr. Seney with Mr. Ery. 


Mr. WILKINS with Mr. West. 


Mr. Lowry with Mr. McComas. 


Mr. CoLLins with Mr. Rice. 


Mr. Norwoop with Mr. GILFILLay. 
Mr. WINANS with Mr. GROsVENOR. 


Mr. MULLER with Mr. Houk. 


Mr. Arnot with Mr. Lona. 
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Mr. Renertson with Mr. GALLINGER, 
Mr. Hriu with Mr. BAKER. 
Mr. Grason, of West Virginia, with Mr. Prrce. 
Mr. CoLE with Mr. THomaAs, of Illinois. 
Mr. CARLETON with Mr. HoLMEs. 
Mr. Jones, of Alabama, with Mr. BuRLEIGI. 
Mr. TARSNEY with Mr. CASWELL. 
Mr. VIELE with Mr. H1IRes. 
For this day: 
Mr. WELLBORN with Mr. NEGLEy. 
Mr. Prpcock with Mr. Davis. 
Mr. Le Fevre with Mr. PARKER. 
Mr. Jones, of Texas, with Mr. Tompson. 
Mr. Grsson, of Maryland, with Mr. Evans. 
Mr. SHaw with Mr. BUTTERWORTH. 
Mr. BuRNES with Mr. Hopkins. 
Mr. BARKSDALE with Mr. Funston. 
Mr. BrRaGG with Mr. VAN ScHAICK. 
Mr. MILLARD with Mr. BoyLe. 
For this vote: 
Mr. SPRINGER with Mr. Morrow. 
Mr, ANDERSON, of Ohio, with Mr. HARMER. 
Mr. KLEINER was announced as paired with Mr. DAVENPORT until 
Wednesday, May 19. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that the 
committee had examined and found duly enrolled a bill of the follow- 
ing title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. 1394) to provide for the ascertainment of the market value 
of certain in the city of Chicago, and to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to sell and convey said property. 


URGENT DEFICIENCY RILL. 
Mr. DINGLEY. I ask unanimous consent that at 3 o’clock the vote 





may be taken on the temperance education bill under the suspension of 


the rules. 

Mr. RANDALL. I have no objection to that. 

Several members called for the regular order. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Crisp in the chair. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union to consider the bill which will now be re- 

by the Clerk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 8762) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
for ic printing, pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year 
ending June 3), 1886. 
Be it enacted, &c., That the following sums, or so much thereof as may be nec- 
essary, be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the objects hereinafter expressed for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1886, namely: 
PUBLIC PRINTING AND BINDING. 


For the publie printing, for the public binding, and for paper for the public 
printing, including the cost of printing the debates and proceedings of Congress 
in the CONGRESSIONAL REcoRD, and for lithographing, mapping, andengraving 
for both Houses of the Department of State, and the Treasury De- 
partment, including salaries or compensation of all necessary clerks and em- 

for labor (by the day, piece, or contract), and for all the necessary ma- 

which may be needed in the prosecution of the work, $229,000; and from 

sum appropriated printing and binding may be done by the 
Public Printer to the amounts following, respectively, namely : 

For printing and binding for Congress, including the proceedings and de- 
bates, | ey for the State Department, $5,000; for the Treasury Department, 
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PENSIONS. 


For Army and Navy pensions as follows: For invalids, widows, minor children, 
and dependent relatives, and survivors and widows of the war of 1812, $6,000,000: 
Provided, That the a ons aforesaid for Navy pensions shall be paid from 
the income of the Navy pension fund, pes far as the ey ae suflicient for 
that purpose: further, That the amount expended under each of the 
above items shall be accounted for separately. 


, PAY OF THM ARMY. 
‘That so much of the ded balance of the appropriation for pay of the 
for the fiscal Sanraniien Jane 30, 1885, as may = required, not to exceed 


is hereby reappropriated and made available to supply a deficiency in 
eran Or ver af the Army for the focal year en June 30, 1886. 
by bill, $6 


¥ ’ . 


a 


ADAMS, of New York. I call for thereadingof the report. It 
is M-Sat and explains the reasons why this bill is brought before 


this 
The report (by Mr. ADAMs, of New York) was read, as follows: 


the accompanying bill providing for certain deficiencies in ap- 
the fiscal and whichare urgent, the Committee on Ap- 
submit the wing nm thereof: 

bill is based upon estimates su in House Ex. Docs. 86, 162, 176, 192, 
and pon representations from the various heads of the Departments 
that the amounts recommended are urgently and immediately necessary to aid 
in the service of the Government for the current fiscal year. The 
recommended are for purposes as follows: 


Par Public primtimg...svnessevveeeesnerssssnnnreernnneeerntenseeses ile * 
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Provision is also made for the transfer of an unexpended balance of $200,000 
from the appropriation for pay of the Army for 1885, to meet a deficiency for pay 
of the Army for 1886. 

In addition to the reasons given in the executive documentsabove mentioned 
for the immediate appropriation of the sums named, attention is called to the 
letters of the Secretary of State, Public Printer, Commissioner of Pensions, and 
Paymaster-General, which are made a part ¢f this report. 

DEPARTMERT OF STATE, Washington, May 8, 1886. 

Str: Referring to my letter of the 26th ultimo, requesting an additional sum 
of $5,000 to cover expenses of printing and binding for this Department for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1886, 1 have the honor to repeat that the work now 
in the hands of the Public Printer is of such importance as to require immediate 
attention, and unless promptaction is taken by Congress to provide the amount 
necessary to complete the work for the fiscal year the public service will suffer. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

























T. F. BAYARD. 
Hion. Samvet J. RANDALL. 


Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives, 





OrFice or Pustic Prixter, Washington, D. C.} May 3, 1886. 

Str: I regret to inform you, as intimated in my last annual report, that it will 
be necessary to appropriate not less than $200,000 to continue the operations of 
this office, including the publication of the CONGRESSIONAL REcoRD, during the 
remainder of the fiscal year. 

This action is necessary because of the reduction of the appropriation for the 
present fiseal year of $250,000 by Congress without a corresponding reduction of or- 
ders for printing. 

In order to avoid a furlough, and the suspension of the publication of the Con- 
GRESSIONAL Recorp, and the discontinuance of all work except such as was pro- 
vided for by special appropriations, this appropriation should be available not 
later than the 25th instant. 

Very respectfully, 
S. P. ROUNDS, Public Print 

Hon. S. J. RANDALL, 


Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives. 





OrFIce OF PuBLIC Printer, Washington, D. C., May 3, 1886. 


Dear Sik: In preparing my estimate for the amount of appropriation required 
for the use of the Government Printing Office for the fiscal year beginning July 
1, 1885, and closing June 30, 1886, it was necessary first to take into consideration 
the actual amount expended during the previous year, the average annual in- 
crease of the business of the office, and the fact that the new estimate would also 
have to provide for a long session of Congress, which included nearly four 
months’ extra expenditure for printing the CONGRESSIONAL Recorp from March 
4to June 30, as well as a large quantity of extra Congressional work, such as 
bills, reports, &c., and such other extra expenditures as would naturally have 
to be provided for during the long session. 

The following appropriations will indicate what has been heretofore provided : 
For 1883, short session.............+ juonsiods eh inden citeindtennaancenteses carsegunsubeocnese $2, 377, 650 
For 18S, long session...... 2, 500, 000 
For 1885, short session... ‘ - 2,250,000 
For 1886, long session 2, 250, 000 


The House of Representatives reduced the amount to the sum of $2,000,000, 
At this time I was called before the Senate Committee on Agpropriations forthe 
purpose of giving them such information as they desired upon the subject, an¢! 
I also addressed the chairman of the committee the foliowing letter : 






“OFFICE OF PuBLIC PRINTER, Washington, D. C., March 2, 1885, 

“Dear Sim: Please let me urge the committee to insist upon the $2,500,000 ap- 
propriation. If less is appropriated for the long session, in my judgment a de- 
ticiency will be necessary. There is plenty of work to be done. 

*T have never asked for a deficiency,and if the Senate will insist upon its 
amendments the good record I have endeavored to make will not be broken 
the coming year. 

“Very respectfully, 
“S. P. ROUNDS, Public Printer. 
“Hon. W. B. ALLISON, 
** Chairman Commitice on Appropriations, United Staies Senate.” 


The Senate amended the bill by increasing the appropriation to $2,500,000, the 
same amount as was appropriated for the previous long session, but the con- 
ference committee reduced it to $2,250,000 ($426,107 less than the estimates), or 
the same sum that was appropriated for the previous fiscal year, which had only 
the short session of Congress, ; 

This office has never, during my administration, found it necessary to ask for 
any deficiency, although its yearly increasing business has been promptly and 
satisfactorily done, and its machinery and facilities increased out of its regular 
appropriation ; but judging from the general increase of business and having to 

rovide for the large extra expenditure of a long session of Congress, I stated, 

n my annual report, that in my judgment, with a reduced appropriation, a defi- 
ciency bill would become necessary. 

And I regret to say that although the expenses of the office have been kept at 
as low a figure as was possible, considering the largely increased expense of the 
long session, and the great excess of printing ordered by Congress over that of 
previous years, I find that this office will require an additional appropriation in 
order to print the CoNGRESsIONAL REcORD, complete the work ordered by Con- 
gress, and carry it to the close of this fiscal year. 

I have made a careful computation of the work in hand, and what I believe to 
be a correct estimate of the amount needed is $200,000 (required for the pay-rolls 
and the necessary materials for the month, which added to the amount of the 
appropriation will be $50,000 less than was appropriated for the last long ses- 
sion), and | would respectfully but urgently ask the Joint Committee on Print- 
ing to call the attention of the Committee on Appropriations to the matter, and 
request that immediate steps be taken to provide it in season for use not later 
than the 25th instant, as if not available at that date I shall, under the law, be 
compelled to suspend all further work, including the publication of the Con- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD, except such as is provided for by special appropriation. 

It may be proper for me to state that from the meeting of Congressin Decem- 
ber last up to date it has ordered very much more work than ever before during 
the same period of time—as, for instance, the number of bills and resolutions 
printed to April 30 was 13,770, as against 10,761 up to the same date at the previous 
long session, the number of documents being 9,735, as against 7,874 during the 
same period, and other work in proportion. 

The extra cost of the ConGREssIONAL RecorD for this (the long) session over 
the short one, from March 4 to June 30, based upon its cost to the presenttime, 
will be, say, $60,000. 

Had the appropriation for the present fiscal year been in proportion to that of 
the previous year, or had the amount estimated for been appropriated, or, after 
the reduction of the appropriation, had Congress mace a corresponding reduc- 
tion in orders for printing, it would not now be my unpleasant duty to urge upon 
the committee the importance of having this additional amount avuilable for 
use by the 25th instant, so as not to be obliged to cut down the force or suspend 
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the business of the office, which would amount, in fact, to blocking the wheels 
of Congress and every Department of the Governmen 
Any further information desired by the committee I will be very glad to fur- 
nish promptly. 
I have the honor to be, very re mpostiully, Pa obedient servant, 
. ROUNDS, Public Printer. 





lion, FE. BARKSDALE 
= hairman Committee on Printing. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, Pexsion OFFrice, 
ington, D. C., May 13, 1886. 


Six: In connection with the interview had this morning with the subcom- 
mittee on deficiencies of the Committee on Appropriations, on the subject of 
the deficiency in the appropriation for the payment of invalid and other pen- 
sions for the present fiscal year, I have the honor to submit the following state- 
ment: 

On the 8th day of May, instant, there was to the credit of this appro: ion 
in the Treasury,as shown by the records of this office, available for pay- 
mentof Army pensions (including $53, gears 77, pay and allowances, and $13,264.85, 
examining surgeons’ fees), $5,674,206.76 

On the same day there was in the hands of the re United States pension 
agents, $2,576,804.08, making a total available of $8,251, 4 

During the month of March last there was pai a a Army 
the quarter ending on the 4th day of that month, the sum of $11 

Since that date the pension-roll has continued to increase, and it is estimated 
that a sum not less than $12,750,000 will be required to meet the payments due 
June 4 next, which will be made prior to the expiration of the fiscal year, an 
it may not be improper to add that the experiences of this office is that the pay- 
ments for the month of June are always largely in excess of those for any pre- 
ceding month of a fiscal year. 

There will therefore result in the appropriation for the payment of Army pen- 
sions a deficiency amounting to $4,498,989.16. In addition to this ew the 
sum of $1,000,000 will also be required to pay the increase provided by the act of 
Congress approved March 19, 1886, increasing the pension of widows, minors, 
and dependent relatives. 

Ine spleaation of this amount, it may be proper to state that — a 
nine thousand pensioners now on the rolls whose rates have been i 
a law, and that the increase in each case to June 4 next will be $10. This will 
make £900,000, and the additional $100,000 wii be req to make final pay- 
ments and in the ment the accounting offi- 
cers Treasury under section 4718 Sof the 

committee to the necessity of 


ms for 
1,543.80. 


The attention of the been called 
providing for these deficiencies. I have the honor to request, 


therefore, 
the sum of 96,000,000 be appropriated for the and that the action 
be speedily taken, so that the money shall available later than the 30th 
instant, as unless the m “4 without the 


will be exhausted in a few 
all pensions will,as a co 
next fiseal year shall become available. 


Very respectfully 
, JOHN C. BLACK, Commissioner. 
Hon, CHAIRMAN SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEFICIENCIES OF 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, House of Representatives. 


4th of next June, and the payment of 
terminate until the copnageiadion for the 


War DEPARTMENT, PayMAsTER-GENERAL’S Orrice, 
We May 10, 1836. 
Sin: LI have the honor to invite your attention to a letter from this office dated 
April 20, 1886, submitting to the Secretary of War an estimate of the amount that 
will be required eer ana s in the amount appropriated for pay, &c., 


of the pe for th eee ing June 30, 1886. 
As the me pawentl distribution will not be sufficient to com - 
the payment of the fae eee 30, it will be necessary, unless the 
uested are in the hands of the ewes ymasters on or before that date, to direct that 
the paymenta on the muster of ee eee appropriation is 
or to make partial payment thereon 
It is very desirable, for reasons that will suggest themselves, that either of the 
above contingencies should be avoided, I would therefore respectfully urge as 
prompt action as possible in the matter. 
Very respectfully, your obedient serv ant, 
WM. B. ROCHESTER 
Paymaster-General, U. 8. Army. 
Hon 8. J. RANDALL, 


Chairman Commiliec on Appropriations, House of Representatives. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I offer the amendment which I send 
to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After line 43 insert the following: 

“Treasury Department : 

“To enable the Secretary of the Feeney to transfer from the appropriation 
for contingent expenses Treasury De t, fuel, &c., 1886, asum not exceed- 
ing oo nm ie by a ee inet. in he appropriation for contingent expenses 

The CHAIRMAN. "The Chair will state that until general debate 
is closed amendments will not be in order. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I ask unanimous consent that all de- 
bate be now closed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York asks unanimous 
consent that all general debate on the bill be closed, and that the com- 
mittee proceed to consider it under the five-minute rule. Is ‘ere ob- 
jection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. 
sent up a few moments ago. 

Lie ny en ene a , and was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I move that the committee rise and 

rt the bill to the House as amended. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Before that is done I would like to ask a question 
of the gentleman in charge of the bill. I would like to know if this 
bill appropriates any money to pay for the printing of the Agricultural 
Reports for 1883 and 1884. 

a ADAMS, of New York. arte not. I understand the print- 
ing of those is provided for by special appropriations. 

Mr. HATC It is. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Chairman, the Commissioner of Pensions is 


I now offer the amendment which I 
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better advised than I am as to the necessity for this deficiency appropri- 
ation, and I do not question the propriety of it. In the annual repor: 
of the Commissioner he states that the amount paid for pensions durin: 
the fiscal year 1885 was $64,933,288, while the statement of the Treas. 
ury Department shows the amount to be $56,102,267. I assume that 
this discrepancy can be explained, but no explanation appears in th. 
report of the Commissioner or in the Treasury statement, and ther, 
ought to be some explanation by the Committee on Pensions. If only 
the smaller sum, $56,000,000, was paid last year, there has been no 
such increase of the pension-list as would require the additional su: 
asked for deficiencies in this. The a priation for this year already 
made is $60,000,000, and adding this $6,000,000 would make a total ( 
$10,000,000 above the payment ‘of last year, as appears from the Trea:- 
ury statement, only one million of which results from the increase 0; 
widows’ pensions. If only the amount shown by the Treasury state- 
ment was paid out, instead of requiring an additional sum of six mil!- 
ions, or five millions, only a small portion of that amount will be 
needed, and we shall have a considerable balance. That, of course, 
will not hurt us; but I do not see the propriety of making the appro- 
priation larger than is needed to meet the necessities of the case. ‘The 
end of this first full fiscal year under the present administration wi]! 
show a very considerable reduction of national expenditure over the last 
year even with increased expenditures for pensions. It will show sey- 
eral millions addition to the receipts over last year, showing general 
frugal management. 

Mr. RANDALL. The appropriation for the fiscal year 1886 w: 
$60,000,000, and I take it for granted that that amount has been drawn n 
by warrant ‘by the Commissioner of Pensions, and that the amounts 
which appear as expenditures are the amounts ’ shown by the final set- 
tlement with the pension agents as they stand upon the books of the 
Treasury. That is the only tion I can give of the discrepancy. 
I have always thought that there ought to be closer correspondence in 
accounts between the Commissioner of Pensions and the Treasury De- 

t in the particulars indicated by the gentleman from Illinois 
Mr. Morrison ]. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. What is the actual difference? 
Mr. RANDALL. It would be $12,000,000, including this deficiency 
but when you come to look at the report of the Third Anditor you ci an 
see very plainly why these deficiencies of are required. 
He states that the rate of increase of pensions continues, and that sinc: 
the 1st of April, 1885, there have been not less than forty thousand 
names added to the roll of pensioners. -On the other hand, there have 
been a great many names taken off the roll—the gentleman from I!1i- 

nois [Mr. Morrison] I believe has heretofore indicated the number. 

Mr. MORRISON. About fifteen thousand. 

Mr. RANDALL. There have been about forty thousand added to 
the roll and about fifteen thousand taken from it, so that the net in- 
— is about twenty-five thousand. The Third Auditor, in his very 

office, f des for which, as indicating the manner of the conduct of his 
desire publicly to thank him here, further says: 

7 the past month over eight oe reports were received at the office 


from the. Commissioner of ons, t he largest number known in the histo 
of the office. 


These are the reasons, I take it, which have occasioned this deii- 
~s.: The 7 at at its last session gave the full amount. aske! 
for 


Mr. Mi ON. Mr. Chairman, I am not questioning the proprict. 
of this deficiency, I would like to be able to 
ety of a $10,000,000 between 


sioner of Pensionsand the statement. Ifthatwere fully under- 
stood we could better judge of the probable amount of the deficiency 

Mr. RANDALL. I can account oe in no other way than asI ha, 
stated. I agree, Mr. Chairman, with from Illinois [Mr 
MokrRISON ] that there ertnadaanae procedure about the matte: 
Anything that is in excess is covered into the Treasury. If the pensiv 
agents at the end of the year have money on hand which has not bee 
expended it goes back into the Treasury. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, the manner in which the pension 

disbursed explanation 





money is will furnish an this seeming dis 
’ nar cap eeete ns ao Ok Pues, draws his 
Placed fo tho cr Treasury for the amount in gross, and the money '= 
laced to credit of the agents throughout the country. 
Gicceenne the funds in the national banks which are desi:- 
vateh and tories of the United States. That money represents t!) 


amount which the ailowances of the Commissioner of Pensions call {vr. 
py goer = car yah eae ge Fy gee! disburse- 
ments to the pensioners take vouchers, which show the amount: 


that they have out. Those vouchers are then sent tot! 
aaeeenaniiade ee ee ee ieee of the 
agents, finally determines how muc! h 
Tica Saialeh dee tneeiuadtinarpeetiotee teemeashoee, and 
Sebweun thetine of the of the allowances by the Commissione' 


amet eenemeraenes the accounts of the agents are finally 


— > That is the 
ORRISON. Me Mr. , that is an sealendion which does 


not explain. The Treasury officials state that betad have paid out 
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The gentleman’s explanation would 
show that the officials of the Pension Office have paid out more. [| 
do not see how they can pay more than they get from the Treasury. | 
They haveno money except that drawn from the Treasury, the amount » 
of the Treasury warrants. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The Sergeant-at-Arms of this House draws the | 
money for the pay of the members of the House for the month, but his 
account is not settled until he turns in the vouchers which he has re- 
ceived from members, and between the time when he draws the amount 
in gross and the time of making his final settlement there will appear 
a discrepancy between his account and the Treasury account. F 

Mr. CANNON. I apprehend also, Mr. Chairman, that the Third 
Auditor’s statement is deferred not only until the vouchers are re- 
turned, but until they are examined and approved. 

Mr. SPRINGER. ‘That is what he states. His statement is not 
made until the vouchers have been turned over to the Treasury De- 
partment and examined and approved. 3 

Mr, REAGAN. I desire to inquire whether the committes are in- 
formed as to the cause of the great increase in the number of pensions 
at this late period after the close of the war. i 

Mr. RANDALL. I suppose the reason is to be found in difficulties 
which have delayed the ae ee and in the fact that as the 
soldiers of the late war grow older they feel greater necessity for ap- 
plying to the Government for help. I think that in general claimants 
are now prosecuting their claims with greater anxiety and energy by 
reason of their greater physical necessities. 

Mr. LAIRD (in an undertone) addressed a question to Mr. RANDALL. 

Mr. RANDALL. I have not sought to draw any discrimination in 
this matter between the late administration and the present adminis- 


Mr. CUTCHEON. Can the gentleman inform us whether the num- 


ber of new is greater now than in previous years? 
Mr. RAND. The Third Auditor states that there continues to 
be a rapid increase in the number of allowances. 


Mr. CANNON. I will ask the gentleman how it could be otherwise 
when for four years past the Pension Office has been working twice and 
« half as much force as it did, both in the field and in the office. 
way proofs have been accumulating from year to year, thus putting 

for final action, so that within a year or two past 
have been adjudicated and disposed of more rapidly than they 


Is it not true that within the last four years there 
deal of general legislation which has removed objec- 
already filed? 

Mr. RANDALL. I think there has been very little legislation of 
that sort. At some other time when the consideration of the question 
will not obstruct other matters of legislation I would be glad to enter 

into a discussion as to the causes which have induced a more 


fi 
wpa payment of pensions by the present Commissioner than by the 
former. 
Mr. LAIRD. Will this iation for printing permit the publi- 
cation of the deferred report the Bureau of Animal Industry ? 
Mr. RANDALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LAIRD. That document is much needed in our country. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
[Mr. ADAMs] that the committee rise and report the 
to the House with a recommendation that it pass. 
agreed to. 
committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
CrisP reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
Union, having had under consideration the bill (H. 
making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appropri- 
public printing, pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1886, directed him to report the same back as 
amended with the recommendation that it do pass. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amendment re- 
from the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 


Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I call for the previous question upon 
the amendment and on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 


The previous question was ordered; and under the operation thereof 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on the state 
agreed to, and the bill as amended was ordered to be 
reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly 


z 


2 


; 


ee an ene veomge of tho bill, 
. COWLES. I demand the yeas and nays. 


The 
Mr. 
The yeas and were not ordered, only 4 voting in favor thereof. 
The Sale taken on the passage of the bill, there were— 


Mr. ADAMS, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
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the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
BUSINESS OF 
The SPEAKER. This being the third Monday of the month, the 
Chair will proceed to call the committees for motions to suspend the 


COMMITTEE ON PACIFIC RAILROADS. 


rules. The call rests with the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, amonth ago, when the Committee 


on Pacific Railroads was called, I moved, by direction of the committee, 
to suspend the rules and pass House bill No. 6667, a bill providing for 
the collection of certain fees from the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany. By direction of the committee I now withdraw that motion, and 
move to suspend the rules so as to adopt a resolution which has been 
reported from the commitice and is now on the Calendar. I ask that 
the resolution be read. 

The SPEAKER. On the third Monday of last month the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. RrcHAnrpson], by direction of the Committee on 
Pacific Railroads, moved to suspend the rules and pass a certain bill. 
A sécond was demanded, but before it was ordered by the House an ad- 
journment took place. The gentleman now, by direction of the com- 
mittee, as the Chair understands—- “ 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. Withdraws that motion, which in fact is not yet 
before the House and could not be until seconded, and moves to sus 
pend the rules so as to adopt the resolution, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Saturday, the 5th, and Tuesday, the 8th days of June, 1886, im- 
mediately after the morning hours, beset apart for the consideration of measures 
reported from the Committee,on Pacific Railroads, not to interfere with revenu 
or general appropriation bills, nor with prior orders, nor with the consideration: 
of reports from the Committee on the Public Lands under the special! orde: 
and if the consideration of such business be displaced, then the next days not 
previously set apart shall be devoted to the consideration of the same until it 


shall be disposed of, or until two days shall hav e been consumed, subject to the 
above-mentioned interference. 


The SPEAKER. TheChair will inquire of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee for his own information, and especially with reference to action 
hereafter, what is meant in this resolution by the phrase ‘‘ morning 
hours.’’? There is but one morning hour under the rules. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The resolution should read *‘ morning hour,”’ 
not ‘‘morning hours.’’ 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman, then, does not intend to allow on 
the days designated the hour for the consideration of bills. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; that was not intended. 

Mr.SPRINGER. Was it not the intention of the committee to allow 
the consideration hour on those days? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The resolution reads just as the committee 
agreed to it, except that the word should be *‘ hour’’ instead of ‘‘ hours.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The resolution in the hands of the Clerk reads 
“hours.’”? The correction will be made. Is a second demanded? 

Mr. MORRISON. Yes; I demand a second. 

The SPEAKER appointed as tellers Mr. Morrison and Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON. 

Mr. CRISP. Will gentlemen agree to a second being demanded ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I want to object to doing away with the second 
morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. Thematier is not now debatable. 
objection the second will be considered as ordered. 

There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules of the House thirty minutes are 
allowed for debate, fifteen minutes in support of the motion and fifteen 
minutes in opposition to it. The gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 
RICHARDSON | will be recognized to control the time in support of the 
motion, and the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrison } to control 
the time in opposition to it. 

Mr. DUNHAM. You ought to except the morning hour from your 
motion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not desire to take up the time of the 
House in discussing the resolution. I do not think there will be any 
objection to it. Iwish to state, however, that there are a number of 
measures of considerable importance to the country pending before the 
House which have been reported from the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroads. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
them? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will do so with pleasure. One of the meas- 
ures to be presented—I am authorized by the committee to say—will 
be the one I brought to the attention of the House on the 3d day of 
Aprillast, the bill (H. R. 6667) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act grant- 
ing lands to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line 
from Lake Superior to Puget’s Sound, on the Pacific coast, by the north- 
ern route,’’ requiring said Northern Pacific Railroad Company to pay 
the costs of surveying, selecting, and conveying the Jands granted to 
said railroad. It will involve about $1,300,000. 

It is unnecessary, Mr. Speaker, for me to take up the time of the 
House by explaining what is meant by that bill. It has been already 
done upon a previous occasion in this House. ° 


If there be no 


Will the gentleman be kind enough to indicate 
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- of the other measures which will be presented will be a joint 
resolution authorizing the appointment of a commission of —_ to 
investigate these companies as to the methods of the system of Pacific 
railroads which have been aided by subsidy bonds and grants of land. 
It includes all the railroads embraced in that system. 

Another one of the measures which will be considered, being bill of 
the House No. 8318, is one of great interest tothe country, and involving 
the entire system of railroads aided with subsidy bonds by the Govern- 
ment. It has been deemed essential by the committee some legislation 
should be had looking to the interest of the Government. The in- 
debtedness already from these railroads to the Government amounts to 
something over $100,000,000, and under the Thurman act, as gentle- 
men know, it is gradually increasing year by year and every year. 

Mr. OATES. Does the gentleman mean the railroads which have 
received grants from the Government ? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The joint resolution I 
entire system of Pacific railroads. 

Mr.GATES. You mean the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific 
Railroads? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I mean the investigation provided for in the 
joint resolution relative to the Union Pacific Railroad and the Central 
Pacific Railroad and all their branches, and the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road, which has received land but not bonds. 

Mr. OATES. If you investigate the Northern Pacific, why not in- 
vestigate every other one? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. We have nothing to do with any but the Pa- 
cific railroads, and therefore we do not propose to investigate all the 
railroads in the country. it is simply the Pacific railroads we now 
speak of. 

Mr. OATES. There are othe:s than those you have named. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It embraces all which have received aid from 
the Government in bonds or lands. 

We have a number of other measures of not so much importance— 
chartering railroads through some of the Territories and giving per- 
mission to some of the Pacific railroads to make ‘‘running arrange- 
ments’’ and other business arrangements with certain other railroad 
lines. 

I now yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Crisp]. 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I should be content to submit the ques- 
tion to the House without a word, but the action of the Committee on 
the Pacific railroads, in some quarters and for some purpose, has been 
grossly misrepresented. ‘Therefore while I know here and now is not 
the proper time to discuss on their merits the bills reported by that 
committee, yet I take this opportunity to put on record in a few words 
the substance of the important measure looking to the settlement of the 
great debt due the Government by these Pacific railroads. 

As is well known to the House, in 1862 an act was passed granting 
to certain corporations charters to build railroads from the Missouri 
River to the Pacific Ocean, and granting to them large tracts of land, 
and also giving them bonds of the United States—subsidy bonds, of 
so much a mile—in some parts of the road $16,000 a mile, in some 
parts $32,000 a mile, and in other parts $48,000 a mile. By that act, 
to secure the Government from loss, a lien was created on all the pyp- 
erty of the roads in favor of the United States. In 1864 the Govern- 
ment waived its first lien and allowed these railroad companies to issue 
bonds of a like amount, which should have priority over those bonds 
which the Government gave to aid in building the roads—in other 
words, agreed that the bonds issued by the companies should have a 
first lien and the bonds issued by the United States for the benefit of 
such roads should be subordinate thereto. 

It was thought, Mr. Speaker, at the time of the passage of the act of 
1864 that one-half of the transportation account of the Government 
would be sufficient to pay the interest on the bonds, and that 5 percent. 
of the net income, which was required to be paid annually into the sink- 
ing fund, would at the maturity of the bonds enable us to have a fund 
in the Treasury sufficient to pay them. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Was that stated in the debate? 

Mr. CRISP. Yes, sir; it was so stated in the debate u the pas- 
sage of the act, and we have retained each year one-half of the amount 

*due these railroads for transportation of the mails, troops, &c. 

We can not always foresee results, although we may be ever so care- 
ful in devising and formulating a plan which we think will accomplish 
a certain object. The 5 per cent. which it was thought would enable 
the Government to accumulate a fand with which to pay the bonds at 
maturity has proven wholly inadequate forthat purpose. Indeed, look- 
ing to the whole indebtedness of the companies, the sinking fund is 
trifling and insignificant. 

One-half of the transportation account that was supposed to be suffi- 
cient to pay the interest on the bonds—they are 6 per cent. bonds, with- 
out option of redemption before maturity-—— 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. What is the aggregate amount of the 
bonds ? 

Mr. CRISP. They amount to $64,623,512. I say that so far from 
one-half of the transyortation account being sufficient to pay the inter- 
est upon the bonds, the Government is paying out, and has been pay- 


mention refers to the 









ing out for years, in addition to the one-half transportation account, 
$1,600,000 a year as interest on the bonds loaned these railroads. 
bonds are due and will have to be 


These 
id by the Government in 1898. 
Mr. LAIRD. Eighteen hu and ninety-four, is it not? 

Mr. CRISP. No; 1898—twelve yearsfrom now. We are adding to 


the debt that the railroads owe us annually a large amount, and they 
owe us now, Mr. Speaker, a net debt (after deducting all amounts now 
in the sinking fund, after deducting every claim they have against the 
Government) of $102,834,794. 


That debt will not be due until 1898. It draws no interest, and we 


ore adding to it under the present law at the rate of $1,610,785. 93 every 


year. 
Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. Over and above the amount received 
by the sinking fund from all sources? 


Mr. CRISP. Over and above all receipts of the Government from 
the roads, sinking fund included. In 1898 the debt that they will owe 


to us—under the present law—will be about $128,500, 000. 


Mr. LAIRD. ‘That is in 1898? 


Mr. CRISP. Yes, sir. There are now outstanding—— 
Mr. SOWDEN. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 
Mr. CRISP. Let me finish this sentence. 


Mr. SOWDEN. I wish to ask a question for my own information. 
I understand you to say that they will owe the Government about 
$102,000,000 in 1898? 

Mr. CRISP. They owe that now. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Is it collectible and payable now? 

Mr. CRISP. It is not collectible and payable now, but that is the 
sum of their indebtedness now, due in the future. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Then how can they owe the debt unless it is due 
and payable? 

Mr. CRISP. The gentleman is a stickler for words, while I am try- 
ing to inform the House of the substance of the indebtedness of these 
corporations. A man or company may be indebted, although the debt 
is not due. 

In 1898, I repeat, the indebtedness. to the Government will havc 
reached one hundred and twenty-eight and a half millions of dollars. 
Then that amount of money will be due and payable. Before they can 
pay us, however, it must be remembered that they have an outstanding 
debt of their own, which is a prior lien to ours, upon the same prop- 
erty, which, added to our debt, will make the sum of the indebtedness 
approximately $193,000,000. Let megive you the figures. The United 
States has paid as interest on subsidy bonds $63,099,504.18. Total 
credits of the several companies, half transportation accounts, <«c., 
$18,804, 122.28, leaving unpaid balance of interest $44,295,381.90. This 
added to principal of bonds, $64,623,512, makes $108,918,893.30. De- 
duct from this $6,084,099.82, amount in sinking fund, leaves balance 
due United States July 1, 1884, $102,834,794.08. The annual interest 
paid by the United States on the subsidy bonds is $3,877,410.72. The 
average annual repayment by the companies has been $2,266,624.79. 
showing an average annual increase of the debt of $1,610,785.93. Of 
the $2,266,624.79 average annual payment, $1,013,016.64 is carried to 
the.sinking fund, which bears interest in favor of the companies, and 
only $1,253,608.15 is actually paid into our Tregury on interest ac- 
count; we therefore advance annually to these companies in interest 
an average of $2,623,802.57 in excess of repayment of interest by them. 
The first-mortgage bonds of these companies amount to $64,613,060. 


They will owe us in 1898 about $128,500,000; this makes $193,000, 000. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. How much is the property worth? 
Mr. CRISP. The property, from the best information the commit- 
tee can obtain, could be built to-day for one-half of the amount of the 
indebtedness. 

Mr. LAIRD. What is it worth now? 

Mr. CRISP. I was saying that from the best information the com- 
mittee has been able to get the property could be built to-day for one- 
half of the $193,000,000. 

Now, Mr. er, the question arises, What is to be done? 

Mr. BAYN When do the bonds—not the Government indorsed 
bonds—fall due ? 

‘Mr. CRISP. They fall due at the same time. They are identical; 
for the act of Congress of 1864 allowed them to issue a like amount, 
due at a like time with the bonds on which we were indorsers, and 
gave those bonds priority of lien. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. Have they not kept the interest on 
these bonds to which you now refer paid up? 

Mr. CRISP. On their own bonds they have paid the interest. 1! 
there had becn adefault upon their own bonds what would have been 
the result? ‘The railroad franchises would have been sold, and if they 
only brought enough to pay the first-mortgage lien, which is under- 
stood to be the full value of the property, the Government of the 
United States would have literally nothing—no security whatever upon 
which to realize this vast sum of $128,000,000. : 

Now, Mr. Speaker, for many years there have been suggestions an‘ 
propositions looking to the protectioa of the interests of the Govern- 
ment in these great corporations. In 1878 what was known as the 
Thurman act was passed, by the terms of which the amount to be paid 
into the sinking fund was increased from 5 per cent. to 25 per cent., and 
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which increase it was supposed would furnish some protection to the 
Government. That expectation has not been realized. By reason of 
the building of competing lines of reilroad the receipts of these great 
corporations have fallen off, competition having cut them down; and 
while there has been a great increase in the amount of the percentage 
of the net income required to be paid into the sinking fund, it does 


not make a great increase in the number of dollars that go into that | 


fund. Something must be done to protect the Government. And now 
I wish to say a word upon the proposition submitted by the committee. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. I desire to ask the gentleman this 
question. It was provided as to this 25 per cent. which should go into 
the sinking fund that its payment was dependent upon their ability 
first to pay the interest on the prior bonds. If they paid that interest, 
and we realized the 25 per cent. on the sinking fund—— 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. MORRISON. I yield to the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
CRISP}. 

The SPEAKER. How much time? 

Mr. MORRISON. All the time I have. 

Mr. CRISP. I thank the gentleman from Illinois very much, because 
I want the House and the country to understand the character of the 
bill brought in by the committee. We are confronted, then, with this 
condition of things, that this debt is increasing $1,600,000 every year; 
that we never get a dollar of interest on what we pay out for these com- 
panies; that they already owe us, or that the amount we have paid out 
for them, is now $102,000,000 over and above what we have received; 
and that this debt is increasing at such a rate that it will be $128,- 
000,000 in 1898; and the property of the companies to be of sufficient 
value to secure our debt must be worth in the market $193,000,000. 
We may as well accept the fact that the property is not worth nearly 
that sum. Now, what shall we do? 

As I have said, various plans have been suggested to protect the Gov- 
ernment in thisdebt. I will state tothe House the plan that the com- 
mittee havereported. The committee have thought that the first ques- 
tion-was to try to better our security. We have thought it was notso 
much a question of when we were paid as it was a question of certainty 
of payment. Iam aware, sir, that the past conduct and management 
of these railroads has been such as to excite, and perhaps justly excite, 
great prejudice against them. If we take counsel only of our prejudice 
I fear we can do nothing. If we take counsel of our judgment, view- 
ing the matter as business men, I hope we may. I think the commit- 
tee have done the latter, and have taken a business view of the ques- 
tion; they have at least tried to doso. We are not concerned with the 
past history of these corporations when we come to settle with them. 
We have looked at it in this way: Here is a great debt due to the Gov- 
ernment. What shall we do? Why the first thing we do is to look at 
the ability of the debtors to pay. What can they pay? When you 
find what they can pay, then you determine is the Government willing 
for increased security to extend the time of the final payment. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. Will the gentleman yield to me for a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. CRISP. ° Yes, sir. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. I wish to ask the gentleman whether the 
bill proposes to extend the date of the extinction of the bonds guaran- 
teed by the Government? 

Mr. CRISP. I am coming right to that. We have framed a bill, 
and if it does not meet the approval of the House when the question is 
considered we are open to receive any other suggestion; we are not 
wedded to it, but we believe as business men it is a good plan to be 
ad 


opted. 

We provide that this debt of $128, 000,000, that will be due us in 1898, 
shall be divided into one hundred and forty parts, two of which shall 
be paid each year, beginning now, which is twelve years, you under- 
stand, before under the presené law we would realize anything. We 
compute interest upon the one hundred and twenty-eight millions, sup- 
posing that to be the sum they are to payin 1898. We run the average 
interest forward, as is usual in such business transactions; so that the 
Government is receiving 3 per cent. interest upon whatever is deferred 
beyond 1898. Under that plan, instead of waiting twelve years before 


we receive a dollar and paying out each year from now until thea more 
than a million and a half dollars, we will begin this year receiving from 


the companies on the debt about the sum of $3,757,496. 

A MemBer. How do you know you will? 

Mr. CRISP. 1 knowitin this way: By the terms of the bill it is not 
operative until the companies have accepted it; and if they do accept 
it and fail to make the payments, then the whole debt becomes due 
at once, and the Government can proceed to collect this debt in any way 


that ong coumeee could. 
na VER, of Iowa. The Government must get it subject to the 
Mr. CRISP. Of course, having surrendered our first lien to the other 
bondholders of the company, we can not take it back by act of Congress. 
But instead of paying over one and a half millions each year we receive 
more than three and a half millions each year; and in 1898, when under 
law would owe us $128,000,000, the debt will have been 
decreased about $41,006,000. There is a partial extension of the time of 


payment, and there is a partial anticipation of the time of payment; 
there is an average extension of twenty-four years; but we begin to 
receive now instead of paying out from now until 1898. 

Now, then, let us see what we gain by this plan if the bill should be- 
come law and the companies acceptit. We have no absolute assurance 
that they will 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. The gentleman has not explained whether 
the bill contains any scheme for refunding or extending the Govern- 
ment debt. 

Mr. CRISP. I have endeavored to explain that, instead of the whole 
debt being duc in 1898, forty-one millions of it will be paid before that 
time. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. These bonds must be paid when due. . Is 
there any scheme which embraces their extension or refunding? 

Mr. CRISP. The bill has been carefully drawn, so as to preserve all 
the liens we have now, and whatever rights, franchises, or property these 
companies now have not embraced in our mortgage we propose to reach 
by lien. You understand these railroad companies have built great 
numbers of branch lines and own vast tracts of lands that are not con- 
nected with or embraced in the lien of the Government. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to ask my friend from Georgia if the com- 
mittee have considered the question if this arrangement is made with- 
out the assent of the railroad company, or if it is made with its assent, 
what the probability is of the railroad company defaulting at once, 
selling the road, buying it in, and leaving the Government without 
payment. 

Mr. CRISP. You ask what is to prevent that? 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes. 

Mr. CRISP. I will tell you. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman will allow me a further sugges- 
tion before he replies, it seems to me that it would only make the de- 
fault come perhaps next year instead of waiting until the maturity of 
the bonds. 

Mr. CRISP. There is a provision in this bill that the Government, 
like an individual, may, if necessary, buy to protect itself. As an in- 
dividual creditor, you would go in and purchase a prior lien to protect 
your own security. The Government has no right to do that without 
an act of Congress. As I have said, there is a provision in this bill 
which permits the Government, if it becomes necessary, to step in and 
purchase to protect itself. So much for that. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the increased security that will be obtained when 
this act is accepted is set out in the report, and it aggregates about 
$79,000,000. ‘These companies own non-subsidized lines which are con- 
trolled and operated by them, and in most cases they own the majority 
of the stock of those lines. 

Mr. LAIRD. Are not those lines generally of little value? 

Mr. CRISP. Those lines are in debt, and we have a report which 
shows the amount of their indebtedness. We do not, of course, get 
additional security to the full valueofthelines. Theiraverage indebt- 
edness, I believe, is about $8,000 a mile, and that indebtedness will 
have priority over ours on these non-subsidized lines; but the difference 
between their value and this indebtedness of $8,000 a mile will be some- 
thing upon which we shall have a lien. 

Mr. PAYSON. Whatever equity the company has in those other 
lines the Government is to have the benefit of. 

Mr. CRISP. The Government is to have the benefit of it. 

Then, Mr. Speaker, there is another consideration. Under this bill 
all the transportation accounts of the Government are to be held by the 
Government. Gentlemen will remember that under the present law, 
although they owe us all this money, and although we are paying in- 
terest for them every year, still we have to pay them one-half our trans- 
portation account in cash. Under this bill we shall not have to pay 
them anything. 

Mr. DUNN. Unless transportation account is in excess of the next 
ensuing payment due from the roads. 

Mr. CRISP. Of course, if the amount of our transportation account 
should be at any time more than the annual or semi-annual payment 
next due we would pay the difference. 

Mr. Speaker, we believe these companies are able to comply with 
this law, and we believe it is to their interest to comply with it, and I 
know no better rule of judging whether a man will do a thing than to 
look to his ability and his interest. 

If these companies are to be managed honestly, here is away in which 
they may beso managed, here isa way by which the Government may be 
paid and the companies not injured. We give them also, as my friend 
from Arkansas [Mr. DuNN] suggests, the privilege of refunding their 
prior debt at 4 per cent. It now bears interest at 6 per cent.; but if 
when it is due they are unable to pay it they can refund it at 4 per 
per cent., thus cutting down the rate of interest they have to pay. 

These are substantially the provisions of this bill. One word more: 
If the companies fail to accept this proposition, then the bill provides 
that the provisions of the Thurman at shall be so amended as to in- 
crease the amount to be paid into the sinking fund from 25 per cent. 
to 40 per cent. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. 
due annually ? 





Suppose the companies fail to pay the amount 
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oC ee eee 
Mr. CRISP. Then the whole debt becomes due and the Government | this resolution, so that the question mameenaee be fully discusse,. 
may proceed to collect in whatever manner it sees fit. If ~ majority of the House should not approve the plan suggested — 


Mr. LAIRD. Why not declare it due now ? Mr. SCOTT. I would like to ask the gentleman one question. | 
Mr. BAYNE. What proportion of the public lands does this bill | understand he claims it is in the power of Congress to increase the px, 
affect ? | ments under the Thurman act from 25 per cent. to 40 per cent. \\i)| 


Mr. CRISP. There were millions of acres of the public lands granted | that percentage be reckoned upon the net receipts or the gross receipts : 
to these companies, upon which, if this proposition is accepted, we shall Mr. CRISP. The net receipts, under the acts of I862 and 1864. 
yet a lien to protect this debt. | Mr. SCOTT. If those net receipts should not exceed the amount 0; 
Mr. BAYNE. What has been done by these corporations with the | interest on the first-mortgage bonds, can the Government deprive 1). 
proceeds of the sales of those lands? first-mortgage bondholders of the right to be paid their interest out 0: 
Mr. CRISP. They have applied them generally, and perhaps exciu- | the earnings of the road ? 
sively, to the payment of a land mortgage. When they got those lands Mr. CRISP. It can not. 
they gaveamortgage onthem. Under the acts granting the lands to the Mr. SCOTT. Then, though the amount to be paid might be in- 
companies, if the lands were not disposed of in three years they were creased by Congress from 25 per cent. of the net earnings to 40 per cent 
to be open to settlement as other public lands. The companies gave | the Government might in fact secure only 10 per cent. or less. 
mortgages on them, and thus disposed of them within the meaning of | Mr. CRISP. I havealready stated within the hearing of the gent)... 
the act. The proceeds of the sales of these lands have been applied to | man and the House that so far as I am concerned, after a pretty fu)! 
these mortgages, and under their terms must be. investigation of the question, I see no relief to the Government by an 
Mr. HEARD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentleman from | increase of the percentage under the Thurman act. 
Georgia a question. I understood him to say, in response to the in- Mr. HERBERT. If this legislation should result in yielding to the 
quiry of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN], that in case of the | Government no more than the gentleman from Pennsylvania {\: 
acceptance of this bill by these companies, then, in case they should | ScorT] has just suggested, then will not this bill have the effect o: 
make defanlt in payment, the Government might come in and buy the | putting all remedy out of our hands for twenty-four years longer ’ 
property to protect itself. | Several Mempers. ‘‘Oh, no.” 
The SPEAKER. The time fixed for debate on this bill has expired. Mr. CRISP. I have been very unfortunate in my explanation if | 
Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make just one other state- have conveyed any such idea as that. 





ment. Mr. HERBERT. I merely wanted to know whether such would | 
The SPEAKER. The time has expired. The gentleman can pro- | the effect or not. 
ceed only by unanimous consent. | Mr. CRISP. So far from that being so, I will say to the gentleman 


Mr. PAYSON. Iask unanimous consent that the gentleman from | that under our plan the payments will begin next year instead of in 
Georgia [Mr. Crisp] be allowed five or ten minutes more, as he may | 1898; and if there should be a default in one payment, the whole debt 


choose. will be immediately due. 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Let me say before consent is granted—— Mr. HERBERT. But the payments depend upon the amount of 
Mr. WADSWORTH. Ishall object, if the time of the gentleman | net income. 
is to be taken up by interruption. Mr. CRISP. Oh, no. The plan proposed by the committee is that 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. This is a discussion in which we-can not | the companies shall pay us a little over three and a half million dollars 
Pa in cash each year, a fixed sum, without regard to their income. 
. CRISP. The proposition now is simply to seta day under the | Mr. HERBERT. I did not hear that portion of the gentleman’s ¢x- 
sales don tho continual tate subject. planation. That is the reason I asked the question. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. So I understand. Mr. CRISP. In conclusion I will only say that I hope the House 
The SPEAKER. The Chair hears noobjection to extending the gen- | will adopt this ——— and permit us at the time designated to con- 


tleman’s time as requested. sider this subject. Mr. Speaker, we are so frequently unlocking the 

Mr. HEARD. I wish to inquire whether under the existing law the | doors of the Treasury that a proposition to put something therein 
Government has the right to go in and buy the in case the com- | should have consideration for its novelty; and, seriously, I know of no 
pany should make default on the maturity of t indebtedness, asthe | measure more important than this, which seeks to put Tato the Treas- 
law now fixes the date of its maturity? ury about $128,000,000 that has been paid out for the benefit of these 


Mr. CRISP. Thereis no provision of the existing law which permits | great corporations, and which should now be returned to the Treasury 
the Government or any officer of the Government todo any such thing. | of the people, where it justly belongs. 

Mr. HEARD. Then you hold that the rightsof the Government are Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Does the report of the committee set forth 
increased by this bill? fully their scheme? 

Mr. CRISP. If the committee did not believe that the rights ofthe | Mr. CRISP. It does. 
Government were increased we certainly should not bring in this bill Thanking the House for its courtesy, I now ask for a vote. 


with the expectation of having the House pass it. The being taken on the resolution, it was adopte: 
Mr. HEARD. I mean increased in that regard. ( in favor 
Mr. CRISP. Under the present status the Government has no right | Mr. RI IN. Mr. Speaker, some members of the committee 


to pay prior bonds, and no right to collect a dollar until 1898, it | desire to print or extend remarks on this subject in the Recon). | 
has no lien on the branch roads. Under the bill reported by the com- | ask unanimous consent that leave be given. 

mittee yearly payments of more than three and a half million dollars The SPEAKER. If there be no objection members of the commit- 
will begin to be made at once. Default upon the maturity of any in- | tee who desire to do so—— 

stallment of the indebtedness of the company gives the Government | Mr. RICHARDSON. I did not mean toconfine the request to men- 
the right to proceed immediately for the collection of the whole debt, | bers of the committee. 

a right which, under the present law, can not be exercised until 1898. The SPEAKER. What is the gentleman’s request? 

A failure on the part of the railroad company to accept the provision Mr. RICHARDSON. I want to extend aerated in the Recorp 
of this act results inan act of Congress increasing the amount to be paid | and so does the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Crisp]. 

into the sinking fund from 25 to 40 per cent. of the net earnings of the | TheSPEAKER. If there be no objection the leave requested |) 
roads. Bones : the gentleman will be granted. 

I confess, Mr. Speaker, so far as I am concerned I see nothing, STUDY OF THE NATURE OF ALCOHOLIC DRINKS, ETC. 
absolutely nothing, that has been accomplished by the Thurman act Mr. O'DONNELL. Mr. Speaker, by direction of the Committee on 
except the determination of our right to amend the act of 1864. As to Education I move to take from the House Calendar the bill (S. 1405 
any practical results in dollars and cents, we have received but litile to vide for the study of the nature of alcoholic drinks and narcotic 
substantial benefit from theact. We have, however, obtained the judg- | .01' or their effects upon the human system, in connection with i: 
ment of the highest court in the land that we can amend that act seventh divlelons of Gib aatdech of Wied ‘and hygiene by the pu 
Now, if the company fails to accept this act, we do make an amend- in the public schools of the Territories and of the District of Co 
me eektneteniaradtammn 7. inte the aking Seat, diy at in the Military and Naval Academies, and Indian a: 

ope is company . 

So far as we can see, thisis the best that can be done for the interests ee the Territories of the United States, and to susp 
of the Government meee ene The bill an va as fellows: 
the Government absolutely demand there shall be some legislation s 
toward the collection of thisdebt. It isutterly absurd to thatthe | Se De pete at clashes cxinkn and nasestion, 00: * 


F 
He 


cial instruction as to their effects m, in connection wit 
1898 peat Nene nek They can, we , begin Sp asreedl tipliaeuper tes ochaceeol ahaeloieas ook ene, shall be include: 
now to pay a little more than three and ahalf million dollars each year, in the branches of study taught in the ie schools, and in th 


in common or 
so that by 1898 they will have paid the Government $41,000,000. "And | Military and Naval Schools. and shall be studied and taught a SY tbe 
the balance due will be thenceforward eae tse of text books in the hands of pupils where other branches 87 toes wnadied 


until they have reimbursed us every dollar, principal and interest, that | im said schools, and by all pupils ey ay ae see Berriorice 
we have paid out in their behalf. ‘This is honest and end ae ee eee ee ee Se tte Termories of the 
should be acceptable to both parties. Weask thatthe now adopt | United States. 


CONGRESSIONAL 





Sxc. 2, That it shall be the duty of the proper officers in control of any school 
described in the section to enforce the provisions of this act; and any 
such officer, school , committee, superintendent, or teacher who shall re- 
fuse or to comply with the requirements of this act, or shall negiect or 
fail to provisions for the instruction required and in the manner 
specified b ike first’ section of this act, for all pupils in each and ¢e school 


under his Jurisdiction, shall be removed from office, and the vacancy filled asin 


be grates to any person to teach in the pub- 
lie schools of the District of Colum or Territories, after the Ist day of _— 


t passed a satisfactory n in physiology and 
ifgiene, with special reference to the nature and the effects of alcoholic Sinks 
and other narcotics upon the human system. 

Mr. LORE. I demand a second. 

Mr. O'DONNELL. I move by unanimous consent that a second be 
considered as ordered. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SPRINGER in the chair). Under 
the rules of the House, thirty minutes are allowed for debate—tifteen 
minutes in favor of the motion, and fifteen minutes in opposition to the 
motion, The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. O’ DONNELL, willbe rec- 
ognized to control the time in support of the motion, and the gentle- 
man from Delaware, Mr. Lorz, will be recognized to control the time 
in opposition to it. 

Mr. O7DONNELL. I reserve my time. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’’] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the gentleman from Delaware does 
not take the floor and the gentleman from Michigan does not wish to 
be heard and no other member seeks the floor, the Chair will submit 
the question to the House without debate. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa, demanded the yeas and nays, but afterward 
withdrew the demand. 

Mr. BENNETT renewed the demand for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
209, nays 8, not voting 105; as follows: 

YEAS—209, 


f 
| 
E 


Adains, G. E. Ermentrout, Lindsley, Seott, 
Adams, J.J. vans, Lore, Scranton, 
—_S . Everhart, L —. Sessions, 
Anderson, J. / uhar, m, Seymour, 
Atkinson, Findia ye Matson, Skinner, 
Ballentine, Beher McAdoo, Smalls, 
Barnes, r, McCreary, Sowden, 
Barry, — pe ey yt 
Bayne, , eKinley, nger, 
Beach, Forney, McMillin, Stahlnecker, 
Bingham, Frederick, McRae, Steele, 
5 Fuller, Merriman, Stephenson, 
Bound Gay te Millik: Secatnw 
be % en, S.ewart, J. W. 
Boutelle, Geddes, Mills, Stone, W. J., Ky. 
Boyle, — Gideon, Eustace Moffatt, Stone, W. J., Mo. 
Breckinridge, C. lass, organ, s it. 
Besekianidee, W P.Goff, Morrill, Struble, 
a > Green, R.S Morrison, Swinburne, 
Brown, ie . Grout, — Swope, 
Brown, W.W. Hale, eece, Symes, 
Buchanan, Nelson, ‘Tarsney, 
Buck, Hammond, Taulbee, 
Bunnell, Hanback, O’ Donnell, : a E. B. 
Burrows, Harris, . Neill, Charles ‘Taylor, J.M. 
Cabell, Hatch, O'Neill, J.J. ‘Taylor, Zach 
Caldwell Heard Osborne, Thomas, O. B. 
Campbell, Felix Hemphill, Outhwaite, Throckmorton, 
Campbell, J. E. D.B. } Tillman, 
Cam J.M. Henderson, J.S. Payne, Townshend, 
. Henderson,T.J. Payson, Trigg, 
Hepburn, Peel, Turner, 
Catchings, Herbert, Perkins, Van Eaton, 
Conger, Herman, . Van Schaiek, 
Cooper, Hewitt, Pettibone Wade, 
Crisp, Hiscock, Phelps, Wadsworth, 
Croxton, Hitt, Pindar, Wait, 
Culberson, a, Plumb, Wakefield, 
Curtin, Howard, Price, Ward, T.B. 
Cutcheon, Huda, Randall, Weaver, A. J. 
Daniel, Trion, Keagan, Weaver, J. B. 
Davidson, A. C. a, Reed, T. B. Weber, 
Davidson, R.H.M. James, . Reid, J. W Wheeler, 
Dawson, Johnson, I. A. Reese, White, Milo 
Dibble, Johnston, J.T. Rice, Whiting, 
Dockery Johnston, T. D. Biehestaon, ~ is, 

, Kelley, RES, Vilson, 
Dorsey, Keteham, Roekwell, Wise, 
Deakene . La Follett — p Wort 

L, forthington. 
Dunn, Landes, 2 : 
Eden, Lanham, Sawyer, 
Elisberry, Lawler, Sayers, 
NAYS—8. 
Bennett, Cobb, Dargan, Hall, 
Bynum, Cowles, Green, W. J. Murphy. 
NOT VOTING—16. 
Aiken Brumm, Comstock, Glover, 
Allen, J. ML. Burleigh, Cox, Grosvenor, 
Anderson, C. M. Burnes, Crain, Guenther, 
Arnot, Butterworth, Davenport, Harmer, 
Baker, Campbell, T. J. Davis, Hayden, 
Barbotale, Carleton, Dougherty, Haynes, 
Caswell, Eldredge, Henley, 
Belmont, Clardy, . ; 
Bliss, Clements, Felton, Hill, 
Blount, Cole, Gallinger, Hires, 
Brady, Collins, Gibson, C. IT. Holm 
Bragg, Compton, Gilfillan, Hopkins, 
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Houk, Mahoney, Pirce, Thompsen, 
Hutton, Martin, Ranney, Tucker, 
Jones, J. H. Maybury, Robertson, Viele. 
Jones, J.‘I McComas, Rogers, Ward, J. H. 
King, Miller, Romeis, Warner, A. J 
Kleiner, Mitchell, Seney, Warner, William 
Laird, Morrow Shaw, Wellborn, 
Le Fevre, Muller, Singleton, West, 
Lehlbach, Negley, Snyder, White, A.C 
Libbey Norwood Spriggs, Wilkins 
Little, O’ Ferrall St. Martin. Winans, 
Long, O’ Hara Stone, E. F. Woodburn. 
Louttit, Parker Storm, 

Lovering, Peters, Taylor, I. H 

Lowry, Pideock, Thomas, J. R. 


So (two-thirds having voted in favor thereof) the 
pended and the bill was passed. 

During the roll-call the following additional pairs were announced 
from the Clerk’s desk: 

For the rest of the day: 

Mr. MAybury with Mr. Lipsey. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, with Mr. PETers. 

Mr. RoGERs with Mr. HAYDEN. 

Mr. MARTIN with Mr. HARMER. 

Mr. ROGERS. Iam paired with Mr. HAYDEN, of Massachusetts, 
otherwise I should have voted for the bill. I do not know how |: 
would have voted, but suppose he would also have voted for it. 

Mr. MORRILL. My colleague, Mr. PETERS, who is confined to his 
room, requested me to state if present he would vote in favor of the bil! 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Iam reported as paired on all po- 
litical questions, but not regarding this as a political question, I has 
voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. RICE. Iam paired with my colleague [Mr. CoLLuys], but h 
has authorized me to vote on this question, and I have according!) 
voted in the affirmative. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. O’DONNELL. Iask by unanimous consent members have gen- 
eral leave to print remarks in the RECORD on this bill. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


ruies were SUS- 


BUSINESS OF COMMITTEE ON LABOR. 


Mr. O’ NEILL, of Missouri, from the Committee on Labor, moved to 
suspend the rules and adopt the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Thursday, the 3d day of June, be set apart for the consideration 
of such business as may be presented by the Committee on Labor; this order 
not to interfere with general appropriation or revenue bills; and, whether so in- 
terfered with on that day or not, shall be a continuing order as above until th 
bills presented by said committee shall be disposed of. 


Mr. REAGAN. 
orders.”’ 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
Lands. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. 
with prior orders.’’ 

Mr. HOLMAN. And land bills. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It does not conflict with those, as the 
are prior orders. 

The resolution as modified was read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Insert the words ‘‘or bills reported from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands.”’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. They are prior orders. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think these words should be inserted. 
not prior orders, but get their privilege under the rule. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. I will modify the resolution so as to 
include those words. 

Mr. BYNUM. Does that include the morning hour? 

M. O'NEILL, of Missouri. It does. 

Mr. BYNUM. The morning hour ought not to be included. 

Mr. MORRISON. I demand a second. 

The resolution as modified was again read. 

Mr. CANNON. LIrise toa parliamentary inquiry. Is the effect of 
that order, if it be adopted by the House, to give preference to any othe: 
business reported from the Committee on Labor after the one day has 
been consumed ? 

The SPEAKER. It will be a continuing order and an order which 
will remain in force until all bills reported from the committee are di 
posed of; but only one day is fixed for consideration. 

Mr. CANNON. But itis a continuing order from day to day 
understand it, until ali their bills are disposed of? 

The SPEAKER. That is the effect of it. 

Mr. RANDALL. Let the resolution be again reported. 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish toinquire of the Speaker if that means to set 
apart that particular day—— 

The SPEAKER. ‘The order wiit be again reported. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. RANDALL. Idesiretoask the gentleman from Misssouri whether 
he will not modify that resolution so that it shall read ‘‘any bills re- 
lating to the arbitration of labor, growing out of the President’s com- 
munication to this House.’’ 


I ask the gentleman to insert the words “‘ or prior 


And also reports from the Committee on Public 


I will insert the words ‘‘ not to conflict 


They are 


as I 








4604 


Mr, O’NEILL, of Missouri. We already have that right under the 
order of the House. 

Mr. DUNN. I hope that will not be done. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HAMMOND. ‘That resolution uses the words ‘‘ be set apart for 
the consideration of such business as may be presented’’ by this com- 
mnittee, subject, however, to certain prior orders. Now I desire to know 
whether or not, if we ‘‘set apart’’ this day, we can defeat any measure 
that may be brought up by raising the question of consideration against 
it; or whether these words will not bind us notwithstanding the ex- 
ceptions. 

The SPEAKER. It is always in the power of the House to deter- 
mine, if the question of consideration is raised against any particular 


bill or proposition, whether it will enter upon its consideration then or 
not. 


Mr. REAGAN. 
ae an example of that two or three days ago, in which it was not 
so held. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair ruled just the contrary, as the gentle- 
man will find upon au examination. The Chair ruled that the gentle- 
man could raise the question of consideration against each bill called 
up by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatc#] if the bill was in the 
House. If the bill was in Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, then the House could refuse to consider it by refusing to 
go into the committee. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. 

The SPEAKER. 


That was the ruling. 
Is a second demanded. 

Mr. MORRISON. I demand a second. 

Mr. CANNON, I desire to ask another question—— 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that the second be considered as ordered, and I will make a brief state- 
ment to the House, which I think will be satisfactory. 

Mr. DIBBLE. I object to a second being considered as ordered, un- 
less this resolution is modified so as to save the second hour for the con- 
sideration of committee bills. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. I am entirely willing to have that sec- 
ond hour saved, and have no objection to such a modification. 

Mr. DIBBLE. Then I withdraw my objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires, before the debate begins, to un- 
derstand exactly what form the resolution will assume under the sev- 
eral modifications which have been accepted. The Clerk will again 
report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Thursday, the 3d day of June, 1886, after the hour for the con- 
sideration of bills, be set apart for the consideration of such business as may be 
presented by the Committee on Labor; this order not to interfere with general 
appropriation or revenue bills, bills reported from the Committee on the Public 
lands, or prior orders, and whether so interfered with on that day or not, shall 
be a continuing order as above until the bills presented by said committee shall 
be disposed of. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I desire to know if the gentleman from Mis- 
souri has power under the rules to accept modifications or amendments 
to the resolution, which, as 1 understand, he is authorized by his com- 
mittee to introduce ? 

The SPEAKER. That is not for the Chair to determine. If the 
gentleman’s committee has authorized him to do so the Chair can have 
no control over the matter either way. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Under the language of the resolution, as I recol- 
lectit, the gentleman if he does not get through on the first day shall have 
a continuing order, to take effect from day to day, until he disposes of 
all the bills reported by the committee. 

Mr. REAGAN. That is just what it does. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I would like to know from the Chair how long 
that order will last? 

The SPEAKER. It will last until Congress adjourns, on the 4th of 
March next. [Laughter. ] 

But the Chair will say, in response to the gentleman, that no day is 
dedicated to the consideration of this business under the resolution as 
reported, according to the construction of the Chair heretofore upon such 
orders, except the firstday named. After that the gentleman from Mis- 
souri can call up bills, but it will be for the House to determine whether 
they shall be considered or not. The continuing order, however, lasts 
until Congress ires. 

Mr. MILLS. Let me ask the gentleman if he intends to call up the 
educational bill under this order? 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. I do not. 

Mr. DUNN. Then I will vote against the order. 

Mr. MORRISON. Let us have a vote by tellers on seconding the 
demand. 

Mr. RANDALL. I wish to ask the gentleman from Missouri to 
make this further modification in his resolution: to strike out the words 
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‘such business’’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘‘for the consideration o/ 
such legislation relating to labor in the United States.’’ 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. 
to accept this modification. 

Mr. RANDALL. You have been modifying the resolution. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. And in the second place, I do think 
it remarkable when the committee have tried to get a day from the 
Committee on Rules and they pocketed the resolution, and when now 
we get it before the House, there should be shown such intense hostility 
to giving the committee a day for the consideration of its business. 
But you may vote it down if you please. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to say there never has been a vote in the 
Committee on Rules cast by a single member of the committee that 
was not in favor of labor. 

The SPEAKER. Thetellers, thegentleman from Illinois, Mr. Mor- 
RISON, and the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. O’NEILL, will take 
their places. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I ask unanimous consent to make a state- 
ment. I am satisfied the intention is not understood. 

Several members called for the regular order. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 85, noes 83. 

So there was a second. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule thirty minutes are allowed for de- 
bate, fifteen minutes in support of the resolution and fifteen in oppo- 
sition. The gentleman from Missouri, Mr. O? NEILL, will contro! the 
time in support of the resolution, and the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. 
MORRISON, the time in opposition to it. 

Mr. O’NEU.L, of Missouri. In order to remove a wrong impres- 
sion in the minds of some of the members concerning the effects of this 
resolution if adopted, and the scope of measures likely to be brought 
before the House, I desire to state that the only bills now pending on 
the Calendar and in the committee which could be called up under 
this resolution other than the educational bill are the bills to prohibit 
the employment of aliens on public works and to prohibit the use of 
the product of convict labor on public buildings; to protect laborers, 
servants, and mechanics in their wages; to restore wages in the public 
printing establishment to the standard of 1879; to extend the scope of 
the eight-hour law, not in regard to the back claims pending under it 
which were referred to a different committee, but to extend its scope; 
to grant leave of absence to certain laborers in different Departments 
of the Government; to provide for the incorporation by a national Jaw 
of trade unions; to further extend the scope of the bill passed by the 
last Congress prohibiting importation of contract labor, to include those 
engaged in the traffic in foreign slaves under the guiseof ‘‘employment 
agents.’’ Those bills, together with the President’s message on tlic 
subject of arbitration, comprise the business of that committee. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Will the gentleman yield to me for a 
question ? 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. Before I yield I want to make one 
further statement. This House in its wisdom referred to the Commit- 
tee on Labor the educational bill, and in the face of the fact that we 
can “not obtain a two-thirds vote on that bill to-day—I do not believe 
we coald and the members of the committee do not think they could— 
believing they could not obtain a two-thirds vote for the consideration 
of that bill, the committee did not think it right to ask to have al! its 
other business killed unless that bill wasincluded. I desire to state on 
behalf of the committee that that bill will not be called up under this 
order. 

Mr. GOFT. Is that statement founded on action taken by the com- 
mittee? 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. On action taken by the committee 
when six members were present. It was the unanimous action of those 
then present, and it was ratified by two other members; making it tle 
action of the majority. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I wish to ask the gentleman whether 
the provisions he has enumerated are in one bill or in separate bills. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. In separate bills. 

Mr. RANDALL. If the statement of the gentleman be correct and 
the educational bill will not be brought up, I ask why will he not ac- 
cept these words: ‘“‘Such business as relates to labor in the United 
States?’’ That will cover every one of the measures he has enumerated. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. I have noobjection to that; none what- 
ever. 

Mr. COWLES. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. COWLES. I want to know if that amendment to the resolution 
is open to objection at this stage. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was about to state the modification pro- 
posed and ask unanimous consent. , 

. COWLES. LIobject. Iam fore fair deal on this educational bill. 
not afraid to put myself upon record upon it, and I do not think 
should be. ; 

. RANDALL. The suggestion I offered had no purpose to bide 
on that bill. : 

. O'NEILL, of Missour}, I will vote to take up that bill, but I 
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am not willing to jeopardize the entire work of the Committee on La- 
bor by including tee the resolution and failing to secure a day for the 
consideration of those bills. 

Iyield three minutes to the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. WILtts], 
who has charge of the educational bill. ; 

Mr. WILLIS. [hope it will not be necessary for me to assert to this 
House that Iam a friend of the educational bill. ButI am also a friend 
to fair play. This Committee on Labor comes in upon the day for the 

of the rules when they require to get a two-thirds vote; and 

it is evident that although we have voted with the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, there thay be some difficulty in securing for his committee, for 
the consideration of measures that have been legitimately and properly 
referred to it, the time which is necessary. As one friend of the edu- 
eational bill, with no authority to bind any human being on this floor 
and with no expectation of my announcement securing any one to fol- 
low me, I say as a matter of fair play and justice to the Committee on 
Labor, and recognizing the great merit of maay of these bills which 
they have presented, I shall gladly and cheerfully vote for this vesolu- 
tion, or trust to the justice and generosity of that committee in due 
time under the rules to give us a consideration of that other great bill, 
which, in my judgment, is as important as any of these. 

Mr. DUNN. Does the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. WILLIS} 
think that the educational bill has had fair play in this House? 

Mr. WILLIS. I am not on the stool of confession. I have not ex- 
pressed any on that point, nor is it necessary. 


Mr. DUNN. I have neverseen any great measure throtiled by such 


extraordinary and unwarranted methods as have been resorted to here 
to stifle this éducational bill. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Nor I. 

Mr. McADOO. It is an extraordinary measure, and has to be met 
in that way. 

Mr. DUNN. It is ing the House. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. The gentleman certainly can not apply 
that remark to our committee. 

Mr. DUNN. I apply it to those who govern this House so as to pre- 
vent the <maidemtion of that bill. 

Mr. MORRISON. Whatever responsibility attaches to me I accept. 

ter and applause. } 

Mr. DUNN. inion is that it is very large. 

Mr. MORRISON. warp well. I have no inclination to avoid it, 
however large it may be. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. Then let every member of the 
House have an opportunity to take the responsibility of voting for or 
against the bill. 


Mr. McADOO. We are perfectly willing. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. Very well; then let us have 
it included in this resolution. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I can state frankly, on 
behalf of the Committee on Labor, that that bill will not be called up 
under this order. I am authorized to make that statement by a ma- 
jority of the committee. 

Mr. SPRINGER. With that understanding I will vote for the order. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. Now, Mr. Speaker, I say it is unfair 

in gentlemen who pretend to be friends of the educa- 
tional bill, when they have had that bill referred to a committee to 
which it does not belong simply for the purpose of getting it reported, 
and when have gota report, to then put their legs around the neck 
of that committee and undertake to throttle all the rest of its busi- 
ness unless it will agree to carry that bill also. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I objected from the beginning to 
making labor carry the educational bill. If, as the gentleman from 
Missouri = O’ NEILL] states, the resolution isnow in such form that 
we shall 


confined, on the day designated, to the consideration of 


matters which relate to the laboring interests of the country, then I 
have no to the resolution. 

Mr. O’N of Missouri. No other bills will be called up under 
this order than I have mentioned. 

Mr. SPRINGER. With that understanding I will vote for the order. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. I would like toask the gentleman from Missouri 
belies whether he expects at another time to call up the edu- 


Mr. CABELL. If the majority of the members of the House want 
to vote upon that bill they ought to have a right to take it up. 
A MEMBER. There is no objection. 


Mr. RANDALL. But we object to labor being made the means of 


giving an undue ad 
Mr. COWLES. I id like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylva- 

nia ahs cee. 

can ao. gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL} 


to this educational bill. 


floor. 
Mr. CO He has just sat down. I want to ask him what un- 
due this gives to the education bill? 


Mr. ALL. Labor affects everybody here. 
Mr. COWLES. So does education. 


Mr. RANDALL, Well, some of us are not prepared to vote for edu- 
cation as embodied in the Blair bill. 
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Mr. COWLES. Iam. 
Mr. CABELL. If the majority of this House want to vote that way, 


they ought to have an opportunity to do so. 


Mr. COWLES. We come here as a party pledged to support that 


bill, and I am in favor of carrying out every pledge. 


Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 


my time. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman has six minutes remaining. 
Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. How much timeam Ito be allowed for 


these interruptions ? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not subject to interruption ex- 


cept with his own consent. 


Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I want to ask 


the gentleman from Missouri a question before hesitsdown. I under- 
stood him to say awhile ago that he would give the educational bill aday. 


Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. I say I am willing to do all in my 


power to give it a day. 


Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. But the committee do not ask 


that it shall have a day. 


Mr. O’ NEILL, of Missouri. They have reported the bill to the House 


and it is on the Calendar. 


Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. I know it is on the Calendar, 


and so are a great many other bills. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] 


controls the time in opposition to this resolution. 


Mr. MORRISON. I yield to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REA- 


GAN]. 


Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, it used to be customary in this House 


in former times for committees and individuals to ask for a suspension 
of the rules in order that they might have the privilege of calling up 
for consideration certain special and important bills. The practice has 
been no doubt usefal in the past, but in this session we have shrewder 
men in Congress than we used to have; so that the Committee on Ag- 
riculture has got the whole of its business set as a special order; the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs has asked to have the whole of its busi- 
ness set as a special order, and now the Committee on Labor asks to 
have the whole of its business setas a special order. Had we not bet- 
ter make the thing general and set all the business of the House down 
as a special order? [ Laughter. } 


Mr. HATCH. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 
Mr. REAGAN. No, sir; I have not time. I donot want any ques- 


tions on that subject. 


Mr. Speaker, the practice which has grown up in this House of 


thus assigning the whole business of committees as special orders to 
the exclusion of great public measures is one which ought not to be 
tolerated... -We ought now to arrest the evil. The petty business of 
this House it may be well enough for us to act on, if there be leisure 


for it. But the Committee on Commerce now has before this House a 
measure that has interested this whole country for fourteen years, a meas- 
ure on which the people demand action, a measure affecting the cost of 
transportation from one end of the country to the other to the extent 
of millions of dollars; and this important bill is to be set aside for 


petty measures, or to be antagonized by a combination of them. The 


Committee on the Public Lands seeks to bring to the attention of the 
House measures which ought to be acted on, involving the restoration 
to the public domain of millions of acres of land. The Committee on 
Pacific Railroads desires the action of the House upon a single meas- 


ure, which, as has been explained to-day, involves more than one hun- 
dred million dollars of indebtedness due the Government. Yet with 
these important questions pending, upon which the American people 
are anxiously demanding action, we go on day after day setting apart 


the time of this House for the consideration of the whole business of 


commi 


ttees—— 
Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. Has not your committee already had 
two days? 

Mr. REAGAN. No, sir. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. You had one day. 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, we had one day. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. And you have a continuing order for 
the interstate-commerce bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir. 

But, Mr. Speaker, these committees have grown especially sharp in 
another respect. They not only ask that the whole business of com- 
mittees be assigned as special orders, but each of these committees asks 
that the time of the House be ‘‘set apart’’ for the consideration of its 
business. 

Mr. HATCH. The gentleman’s committee had its day, in which 
fifty-four bills were passed. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not know, sir, what is to become of the busi- 
ness of this House if each committee is to have days ‘‘set apart’’ for 
its business, and no preference is to be given by the House to great 
commanding measures, which require consideration by Congress in 
response to the demand of the American people. Because of the im- 
propriety of this practice of ‘‘setting apart’’ the time of the House for 
the whole business of a committee, and because of the impropriety of 
allowing petty business of all sorts to come in the way of great meas- 
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ures the consideration of which the country demands, I protest against 
the adoption of this resolution. 

As to the measures which have been named to the House by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. O’ NEILL], who seems to feel that the whole 
labor interests of this country together with the necessity of guarding 
against the incursions of foreigners rest upon his shoulders, some of those 
measures, from his statement, seem to me to carry such absurdity on 
their face that they ought not to be considered at any rate. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. The gentieman from Texas, I believe, 
has opposed all of them so far; he has consistently fought us all the 
way through. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman assumes a very general proposition 
that he is not warranted in assuming. While I do not profess to be a 
demagogue, while I make no bid for votes, lam the friend of labor and 
have been eversince I was able to form an intelligent judgment. Those 
who know nie, those especially whom I represent on this floor, are-well 
aware of this fact; but I never sacrifice my manhood or my character 
as a Representative by appealing to vulgar passions against the best 
interests of the country and endeavoring to array one class of our popu- 
lation against another. [Applause.] I do not believe in doing that. 
All classes of the American people are one family, and we should be 
interested alike in the welfare of allof them. The man who would 
engender strife between class and class is not a friend of his country. 
The man who would give special precedence to any one class of the 
citizens of this country as against other classes, whether it be because 
the favored class is numerous or because it is bound together by pow- 
erful organization, does not perform a patriotic duty. 

Whenever a matter comes here upon which Congress can act, upon 
which it is right Congress should act for the protection of labor, for 
the protection of the rights of the humble, I shall be found in line 

ing for those rights, as I have done during the whole course of 
my life. But when I am asked to turn summersaults whenever labor 
is mentioned [langhter], when I am asked to do things that violate 
the Constitution or violate our sense of common right and common 
propriety, | do not intend to do it. The gentleman from Missouri is 
very anxious as to the responsibility to be assumed by other men here. 
Let him bear his own responsibility; I will take care of mine; and I 
am willing to meet that responsibility before my constituents. 

The SPEAKER ‘To whom does the gentleman from Illinois now 
yield? 

Mr. MORRISON. I yield three minutes to the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. CowLEs]. I want to hear something about. edu- 
cation. [Langhter.] 

Mr. COWLES. Mr. Speaker, 1 am sorry, after the attitude of the 
Democratic party on the subject of education in the last campaign, that 
the duty and responsibility which my illustrious friend from Illinois 
[ Mr. Morrison] has devolved A my shoulders could not have been 
conferred upon those worthier and stronger than mine tobear it. Iam 
more sorry to find inyself among so few here who are willing to cham- 
pion openly the cause of public education. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Where was the Democratic party com- 
mitted on this subject? 

Mr. COWLES. In its national platform, and, if I mistake not, in 
almost every State platform. 

A MEMBER. Not in the national platform. 

Mr. COWLES. I do not refer particularly to the Blair bill, but to 
the general principle of public education. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend his remarks. The 
Chair again appeals to gentlemen to take their seats. The House will 
come to order. 

Mr. COWLES. The gentleman from New York asks where we were 
committed to it. We were committed to it in the platform of the last 
national Democratic convention. We were committed then and there 
to favor education. We were committed to it in the Democratic plat- 
form of my own State. We were committed to it by my party in my 
State and in most of the other States. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I deny that the Democratic party was 
ever committed in its platform to any such thing. 

Mr. COWLES. Gentlemen come now, and I am afraid they are 
so short in their memory that some of them have forgotten the pledges 
they made to the people during the campaign. I am ss to stand 
on the same platform, and where I stood in the I espoused 
the cause of free and popular education before the people then, and I 

use it now and here. 

the proposition designated as the Blair bill is not the correct thing, 
why then let gentlemen who say they are in favor of education, 
if offered in the eae way, form some other that is 
better. Iam to vote on their proposition, and I shall be sat- 
isfied it is better I ay with — 

But what I want, Speaker, is to keep our 
people and utilize the surplus in the Treasury, 
talked of, a he Sate good to 
the greatest number. Can we do that better than by favoring 
education? The people of the section from which I come, 


have the honor to represent here, are taxed to the utmost extent of 
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their capacity. They are taxed by the tariff and they are taxed by {},, 
internal revenue; they pay their taxes as honestly as any other pe ple 
in America, and yet they do not get back a particle of it—no, sir, 19; 
a particle. It is all dispensed in other quarters and for parposes s 
which they have, save the necessary expenses of the machinery of (; 
ernment, no immediate interest. 

We ask for this asa measureof justice. Wedemand it of the coun: 
as a matter of right. Gentlemen will come here and vote money i 
hundreds of millions of dollars for other projects, It is not dispense 
in the country from which I come, nor for the immediate good of the 
people there, and what I ask of you is to deal fairly with usand set of)», 
portion of the surplus public money to be devoted to the best purpos. 
to which it can be devoted, and that is for the elevation and poniatin an- 
ization of the people by the means of popular education. [Applau 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. MORRISON. I yield to the gentleman from Arkansas. 

The SPEAKER. For how long? 

Mr. MORRISON. How many minutes have I remaining? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has three minutes. How 111.) 
does he yield? 

Mr. MORRISON. I will givethe gentleman from Arkansas two ani 
one-half minutes of my time, or I will give him all of it if he will » 
say anything against me. [Laughter and | 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I shall vote against this resolution, 1, 





-because I wish to indicate that I would be opposed to any of the nieas- 


ures which the chairman of the Committee on Labor has declared |i 
will call up. I do not know how I might vote on those measures when 
I come to consider each one of them. I may favor some and may vote 
against some. 
But, sir, I vote against it because it is an unfair discrimination against 
what I consider the most important and urgent measure before Con- 
, the educational bill. The opponentsof it are afraid to allow this 
to vote on the educational bill. That bill has never been « 
lowed to get before this House for consideration, and the most eed 
able and extraordinary precautions seem to have been taken to prevent 
it. Fortifications have been erected against it. All the avenues of ap- 
have been studiously barricaded against it. The House is {\: 
it and the whole country wae it. But, sir, it is all well understood. 
The country gains no information from the declaration of the distin. 
guished gentleman from Illinois {Mr. MorRison ] that he assumes |i: 
share of the responsibility. He is always frank, straightforward, and 
manly, and that is simply a frank confession on his part, and a few 
others might also come to the confessional. To show how unfair this 
world is, for instance, here is another measure, one of ill-fame, that can 
get here with or without aid or nest of committees. The right o/ 
way is always open to it. There dropped out of my Seained reports 
the other evening this one, numbered 2288, on bill 740, to extend the 
bonded period for whisky. ‘‘It is the same old sixpence,”? and seems 
to let in the same old scheme which has been kicked with ignominy 
out of this House during the last two or three Congresses. 
But, like a “‘bad dollar,’’ it continues to come back, unbidden ond 
unwelcome. It issad to know that there are some gentlemen here w! 
seem to be willing to vote millions for whisky, but not one dollar for 
(Laughter aateagenend Yes, sir, notone dollar for ed- 
mm. “This odious whisky bill received 
Saale have been itseternal quietus. It was then 
proposed to extend the bonded period, involving about $75,000,000) per 
annum to the whisky dealers, two years, making achasm of $150, 000,00 
in the revenues. And the gentleman from New York, speaking for the 
bill, said the charge which I made that they intended at the end of two 
years to surrender the revenue eee true, and he would favor 
it. That bill comes, as before, from Committeeon Ways and Means. 
enter my protest against sach a policy. 
I Mr. DUNHAM. Where does it come from? 
. The Committee on Ways and Means. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
‘ Have I any time left? 


report, but wholly 
There is no report from the Committee on Ways and Means giving away 
or remitting a single dollar of the tax on whisky. No, not one cent !s 
to be remitted or given away. 
Mr. DUNN. But it extends the bonded 
Mr. MORRISON. Yes, as recommended Se 
ternal Revenue, who is charged with the collection of the tax, and 1‘ ' 
in the interest of the retention and collection of the tax. While I have 
a place here this tax will never be taken off with my consent or vote. 
Until voted off by you or others it will remain. 
As for the gen’ from North Carolina [Mr. CowLes], who sys 
bill is embodied or to be found in the Demo- 
I wish only to say that he forzets 
blican, not the Democratic party. 
The Chicago Democratie platform says: 
We are opposed to all propositions which upon any pretext would conver! 
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the General Government into a machine for collecting taxes to be distributed 
among the States or the citizens thereof. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, how much time have I 
remaining ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has six minutes. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. I yield three minutes then to the gen- 
tleman from Michigan [Mr. TARSNEY]. 

Mr. TARSNEY. Mr. Speaker, it so happens that I am a member 
of the committee of which my distinguished friend from Texas [ Mr. 
REAGAN] is chairman, the Committee on Commerce. I am likewise 
a member of the committee of which my friend from Missouri [ Mr. 
O'NEILL] is chairman, the Committee on Labor, which reports this 
resolution. 

I remember that it has been but a short time since when the Com- 
mittee on Commerce had a full day set apart for the consideration of 
its measures. 

Mr. REAGAN. Only for one class, a single class of business re- 
ported from the committee. 

Mr. TARSNEY. We passed upon that day fifty-four bills reported 
from the Committee on Commerce. The Committee on Labor now 
asks this poor boon of this House to-day, that it may set apart a few 
hours’ time to consider some questions which go to the very root of the 
discord which prevails throughout the land at this time. 

Will the House shut the door to this committee; will it shut the 
door to the labor of this country that is suffering to-day, and say that 
it will not devote any time to the consideration of the evils that are 
producing this trouble? We ask this House to set apart one day that 
we may consider bills, and my humble judgment is, Mr. Speaker, that 
it will require but one day to consider all the bills which the commit- 
tee will call up for the action of the House. 

Mr. REAGAN. We have already appointed a committee to investi- 
gate the subject of the troubles to which the gentleman has referred, 
and they can come in and make their report and ask action of the House 


Mr. BLAND. Mr. Speaker, I understand, if I may be permitted to 
make an inquiry, that that order if adopted gives all the reports of this 
Committee on Labor a sort of standing order for consideration during 
the remainder of this Congress ? 

Mr. O'NEILL. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will again report the resolution. 

Mr. STEELE. I wish to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. STEELE. I want to know whether this report has not already 
been read nine or ten times. 

The SPEAKER. It has been read several times; but witheut objec- 
tion it will be again reported. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. BLAND. Iwishnow to make a parliamentary inquiry: whether 
or not that order will cover simply such bills as are brought up on that 
day from the committee for consideration, or whether it will permit the 
committee to call up any bill that may hereafter be reported ? 

TheSPEAKER. Thelanguageof the resolutionis very plain: ‘‘Such 
bills as may be presented by the committee.’’ 

Mr. BLAND. ‘Thenof course they can call upany bill they may re- 
port at any time throughout this Congress? 

Mr. WILLIS. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. O’ NEI] yields 
me a quarter of a minute. The gentleman from Arkansas [ Mr. DUNN | 
asked me as to the organization of the Committee on Education. I de- 
sire to say the Speaker of the House organized that committee, as he 
did every committee in this House, with reference to the public inter- 
est, and solely with reference to that. 

Mr. DUNN. Ido not think I asked the gentleman any such ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WILLIS. And I believed at the time the committee was organ- 
ized the Speaker did not know the opinions of a single member of it 
except myself on this question. 

Mr. DUNN. I have no idea that I intimated any such thing. 

Mr. WILLIS. Then I misunderstood the gentleman and withdraw 
what I have said. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


u it. 

Mtr. TARSNEY. And I answer the gentleman from Texas, Mr. 
Speaker, by saying that the Speaker of this House appointed a commit- 
tee at the very beginning of the session to investigate these troubles. 
That committee stands here upon the floor to-day with a number of im- 
portant bills upon the Calendar of the House which reach the very evils 
which this special committee went West to investigate, and now we ask 
that we have a day set apart to consider them. 

So far as the educational bill is concerned, it does not pertain to la- 
bor. It has no business in the Labor Committee, and as a member of 
that committee I am frank to say here and now that while in commit- 
tee the bill was fairly dealt with, yet, sir, I am prepared to admit here 
to this House and to the country that when it comes before the House 
for ee it will find anopponentin yourhumble servant. [Ap- 

lause. 

. Why, sir, I come from a State that boastsof the best educational sys- 
tem in this whole broad land. It hasa system, beginning with our 
common schools, controlled and directed by the people living within 
sight of the school-houses where their children are educated; in our 
cities and villages are our public high schools, where our children are 
taught, are educated beyond the rudiments, and towering above them 
all is the ree University of Ann Arbor—— 

Mr. WILLIS. And that system of education, the gentleman should 
not fi came from grants of the public lands by the United States. 

Mr. TARSNEY. I decline to yield to the gentleman. 

I say towering above them all is the great university at Ann Arbor, 

where we invite your people from Kentucky, the people from every- 


A message in writing from the President of the United States was 
communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, who 
also informed the House that the President had approved and signed 
bills of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. 4765) to authorize the Red River Bridge Company of 
Texas to maintain a bridge across Red River; 

An act (H. R. 5543) making appropriation for the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 
1887, and for other purposes; 

An act (H. R. 6358) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Yellowstone River, in Montana; 

An act (H. R. 3371) authorizing the construction of bridges across the 
Illinois River, in the State of Illinois, and the Des Moines River, in the 
State of Iowa, and for other purposes; 

An aet (H. R. 5673) to authorize the construction of a railroad and 
wagon-bridge across the Mississippi River from Winona, Minn., to the 
opposite shore in Wisconsin; 

An act (H. R. 2993) to authorize the Chicago, Freeport and Saint 
Paul Railroad Company to construct a bridge across the Saint Croix 
River (or lake) at any accessible point between Prescott, Wis., and 
Stillwater, Minn. ; 

An act (H. R. 3370) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Mississippi River at or near Keithsburg, in the State of Lllinois, 
and for other purposes; 

An act VF R. 2397) for the relief of Thomas F. Purnell; 

An act (H. R. 1464) for the relief of David Webster; 

An act (H. R. 4731) for the allowance of certain claims reported by 
the accounting officers of the United States Treasury Department; 

An act (H. R. 5684) to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
the Missouri River at the most accessible point between the mouth of 
the Femme Osage Creek and a point 2 miles above the city of Saint 
Charles, in the county of Saint Charles, in the State of Misséuri; 

An act (H. R. 5685) to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
the Missouri River at the mostaccessible point in Saline City, or within 
5 miles above or 5 miles below the same, in the county of Saline, in the 
State of Missouri; 

An act (H. R. 3369) authorizing the construction of a bridge across 
the Missouri River at or near the city of Council Bluffs, Iowa, and for 
other purposes; 

An act (H. R. 1360) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Missouri River at some accessible point within 10 miles below and 
5 miles above the city of Kansas City, Mo.; 

An act (H. R. 6013) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Missouri River at some accessible point within 2 miles north and 2 
miles south of the city of Atchison, in the county of Atchison, in the 
State of Kansas; 

An act (H. R. 7651) to authorize the Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint 
Paul Railway Company to construct, operate, and maintain a bridge 


State of Michigan for educational purposes? Why, God bless you, my 
Kentucky friend, every acre of Government land in the State of Mich- 
igan that has ever been utilized for educational purposes would not pay 

expense of its school system for six months in any one school year. 


[é J 
lesa hammer fell. ] 
Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I want only to say in so 
far as the question of education is concerned that it was considered fully 
the Committee on Labor, and I differ as widely from my friend from 
[Mr. TarsneEy] in this respect as any two men can differ on 
< The gentleman speaks of these questions as being essen- 
y I can see blending together the two questions of edu- 
cation and labor. Where you improve the condition of the laboring 
Senn es See is felt all the way through every walk of society, 
from lowest to the highest. But this is not the place to discuss 
that question. When the educational bill comes up we may consider 
it but for the present the only question for our 
ap aens ema gebsopplaa somber ive to the cause of labor a 
or not; want you gen to your pledges made to 
the and recollect that it is but a few months now before you 
will to them again. You can not stand before any intelligent 
soustitueney and give a reasonable excuse why you would not give to 
the cause of labor, to the reports from the Committee on Labor, a day 
That is all we ask. 
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across the Missouri River near or in the vicinity of Chamberlain, in the 
Territory of Dakota; 

An act (H. R. 2410) for the addition of a third story to the public 
building in Dallas, Tex. ; 

An act (H. R. 3775) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
purchase an additional strip of ground on the east side of the United 
States court-house and post-office building at Fort Wayne, Ind., to be 
paid for out of the appropriation already made; 

An act (H. R. 3351) granting a pension to Mrs. Magdalena Rehkopf; 

An act (H. R. 1027) for the extension and repair of the public build- 
ing at Befast, Me. ; 

An act (H. R. 606) authorizing the removal of the statue of Maj. 
Gen. John A. Rawlins from its present location to a site to be selected 
by the Secretary of War; 

An act (H. R. 897) for the relief of the heirs at law of Andrew F. 
McMillen, deceased ; 

An act (H. R. 2309) to give the assent of Congress to the construc- 
tion of a bridge by the Nashville, Jackson and Memphis Railroad Com- 
pany over the Tennessee River; 

An act (H. R. 3519) authorizing the Interstate Rapid Transit Rail- 
way Company to build a bridge across the Kansas River; 

An act (H. R. 5677) to authorize the construction of a pile and pon- 
ton railway and wagon-bridge across the Mississippi River from the 
city of Red Wing, Minn., to the opposite shore, in the State of Wis- 


eonsin ; 

An act (H. R. 5786) granting to the Gainesville and Chickasaw Bridge 
Company the consent of the United States to construct and maintain a 
bridge over Red River at or near Brown’s Ferry, in Crooke County, 
Texas; 

An act (H. R. 7646) to authorize the construction and maintenance 
of a bridge by the Dakota Central Railway Company across the Mis- 
souri River at Pierre, Dak.; and 

An act (H. R. 4569) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 


the Missouri River at a point to be selected either in the counties of | Crain 


Clay and Jackson, in the State of Missouri, or in the county of Clay or 
Platte, in said State, and the county of Wyandotte, in the State of Kan- 
sas, and to make the same a post route. 


BUSINESS OF COMMITTEE ON LABOR. 


The SPEAKER. The question is on the rules and 
ing to the resolution offered by the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. 
O’ NEILL}. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. I call for the yeas and nays. 

On the question of ordering the yeas and nays there were ayes 30— 
not one-fifth of the last vote. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. I withdraw the demand for the yeas 
and nays. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 94, noes 26. 

Mr. REAGAN. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER. A quorum not ha voted, the Chair will order 
tellers, and appoints the gentleman from Mr. REAGAN, and the 
gentleman from Missouri, Mr. O’ NEILL. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 129, noes 17. 

Mr. REAGAN. No quorum. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 44 members voting therefor—more 
than one-fifth of the last vote. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 198, nays 20, not 
voting 104; as follows: 


YEAS—198. 
Adams, G. E. Campbell, J. M. Forney, James, 
Adams, J.J. Campbell, T. J. Frederick, Johnson, F. A, 
Allen, ©. H. Cannon, Fuller, Johnston, 
Allen, J. M. Catchings, Funston, Johnston, T. D. 
Anderson, ©. M. Clements, Gay, Jones, J. H. 
Anderson, J. A. Comstock, Ged Ketcham, 
Atkinson, Conger, Goff, Laffoon, 
Ballentine, Cooper, Green, R. 5. La Follette, 
Barbour, Cox, Grout, 
Barnes, Croxton, Guenther, Lanham, 
Barry, Culberson, Hale, Lawler, 
Bayne, ; Curtin, Hall, Lindsley, 
Beach, ‘ on Halsell, a, 
Belmont, Daniel Hammond, * 
Bingham. Davidson, A.C. Hanback, Matson, 
Blanchard, Davidson, R.H.M, Harris, Maybury, 
Bound Dibble, — Mreary 
mnd, ie, aynes, 

Boutelle, pomeecy, Heard, McKenna, 
Boyle, Dorsey, Henderson, D. B, cKinley, 
Brady, Dunbar, Henderson,J.8. McRae, 
Brown, C. E. ,T.J. Merriman, 
Brown, W. W. Hepburn, Millard, 
Buchanan, Fllsberry, Herman, Milliken, 
Buck, Ermentrout, Hewitt, offat, 
Bunnell, Evans, Hiestand, Morgan, 
peeves, . ene nit —. 

utterworth, iT, y; 
Bynum, Fiediay,” Holman, Neal, 
Cabell, Fiber Howard, 
Caldwell, Fleeger, Hudd, O'Donnell 
Campbell, Felix Foran, _ Trion, O'Neill, Charles 
Campbell, J. E. Ford, Jackson, O'Neill, J. J. 


Osborne Riggs, Stewart, Charles Wade, 
Outhwaite, R well, Stone, E. F. Wadsworth, 
Owen, Rogers, Seon, Sa EY Wai 
Payne Rowell! Stone, W.J.,Mo. Ward, J.H 
Payson, Ryan, Strait, Ward, T.B 
Peel, Sadler, Struble, Weaver, J.B. 
Perkins, Sawyer, Swinburne, Weber, 
Pettibonc, Sayers, Swope, Wheeler, 
Phelps, Scranton, Symes, White, Milo 
Pindar, Seymour, Tarsney, Whiting, 
Plamb, Singleton, Taylor, J.M. Willis, 
Price, Sowden, Taylor, Zach. Wilson, 
Randall, Spooner, Thomas, O. B. Wise, 
Reed, T. B. Springer, Thompson, Wolford, 
Reid, J. W StahInecker, ‘Townshend Worthington. 
Reese, Steele, rigg, 
Richardson, Stephenson, Van Eaton, 
NAYS—20. 
Bennett. Crisp, ee, Skinner, 
Breckinridge, C.R. Dargan, Mills, Taulbee, 
Breckinridge, WCP. Dowdney , Oates, Throckmorton, 
Candler, Dunn, Perry, Tillman, 
Cowles, Green, W. J. Reagan, ‘Turner. 
NOT VOTING—104. 
Aiken, Gibson, C. H. Lore, Scott, 
Arnot, Gibson, Eustace Louttit, Seney, 
Baker, Gilfillan lovering, Sessions, 
Barksdale, Glass, Lowry, Shaw, 
Bliss, Glover, Mahoney, Smalls, 
Blount, een, Markham, oe 
Browne, T. M. Hayden, MeMillin, Stewart, J. W 
rumm, enley, Miller, St. Martin, 
Burleigh, Herbert, Mitchell, Storm, 
urnes, 4ill, Morrison, Taylor, E. B 
Hires, Morrow, Taylor, I. H 
a ee. seater, homes, R 
Clardy, opkins, } 7 er, 
. Hou Neloss’ Van Schaick 
Hutton Norwood, iele, 
Collins Jones, J.T O’ Ferrall, Wakefield 
Compton Kelley, O'Hara, Warner, A. J. 
4 King, Parker, Warner, William 
Davenport, Kleiner, Peters, Weaver, A. J. 
Davis, andes, Pidcock, Wellborn, 
Dingley, le Fevre, Pirce, est, 
Eldredge, Lehibach, Ranney, White, A.C 
Ely, Libbey, Rice, ilk: 
Felton, Little, Robertson, Winans, 
Gallinger, Long, Romeis, Woodburn. 


So (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules were suspended 
and the resolution passed. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. J ask unanimous consent that the reading 
of the names of members voting may be dispensed with. 

a. ye eae ae I object. 

following tional pairs were announced: 

Mr. LANDES with Mr. Louttir, until further notice. 

Mr. Kixe with Mr. BrumM, for the remainder of the day. 

Mr. CRAIN with Mr. DINGLEY, for the of the day. 

Mr. BLiss with Mr. WAKEFIELD, for the remainder of the day. 

Mr. Scotr with Mr. Romets, for the remainder of the day. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. MORRISON. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 100, noes 35. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly (at 4 o'clock 
and 20 minutes p. m.) adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk's desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 
By Mr. G. E. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Produce Exchange o/ 
Chicago, in favor of the anti-butterine bill—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 


Also, resolutions of the Chicago Board of Trade, relative to amend- 


‘| ment to immediate transportation act-—to the Committee on Ways and 


Means. 
By Mr. C. M. ANDERSON: Petition of Alexander Puterbangh, for 
a special act his .oam to $50 for total helplessness—to 
the Committee on In 
ville i J. A. ANDERSON: Peti Petition of Knights of Labor of Miners- 
of Concordia, and of Hi Kans., the free-ship bill—to 
Committee on Ship- Ship-owning Interests. 
ee of 40 citizens of Manhattan, Kans., for national aid to 
Colonization Society—to the Committee on Appropriations. 
“oy Mr Mr. BARNES: Petition of citizens of Dooly County, Georgia, 10 
favor of the cen Blair bill—to the Committee on Education. 
By Mr. B. ARD: Papers in the case of John A. Purner—to 
the Committee on Claims. 
By Mr. BLAND: Petition of citizens of Howell County, Missouri, 
for a pension for N. C. Moore—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. BRADY: Petition of Adelina T. Blick, praying that his war 
claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on W2" 


Claims. 
relating to the claim of Adalena T. Blick, of Ream’s 
Perma. - gue og eeynbedpeatbor ro 
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By Mr. BUCHANAN: Petition of J. M. Howell, for the relief of Mrs. 
Mary M. Thompson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ; 

By Mr. BUNNELL: Petition of the Grand Army of the Republic 
of Port Rush, Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, favoring House bill 
4902, to extend the benefits of the act of March 3, 1879, and March 3, 
1885, to certain pensioners whose disabilities are caused by amputa- 
tion, and increasing the rate therefor, and for other purposes, and dis- 
abilities contracted in the service of the United States—to the same 
committee. 

Also, petition of ship-builders, ship-owners, and lumber merchants 
of the Pacific States, relating to the treaty of reciprocity between the 
United States and the Hawaiian Islands—to the Committec on Foreign 
Affairs. 

By Mr. CAINE: Petition of 3,892 citizens of sundry districts in Utah 
Territory, earnestly protesting against the enactment of any legislation 
which will deprive them of all voice in the government of that Terri- 
tory by disfranchising them through test-oaths on accounf of their re- 
ligious belief, as proposed by the minority party of said Territory; also 

inst the passage of any law which would abolish the Legislature of 
tah and create for the government of the Territory a legislative com- 
mission—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. CANNON: Memorial of John B. Eads, for relief—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CAREY: Memorial of wool-growers, protesting against the 
reduction of tariff on wool—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CONGER: Petition of Madison McClelland, for increase of 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CUTCHEON: Petition of citizens of Mason County, Michi- 
gan, relative to the prevention of epidemic diseases—to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Petition of 53 miners, laborers, and others 
of Philipsburg, and of 161 of Snow Shoe, Centre County; of 54 of Kar- 
thaus, of 248 of Osceola Mills, of 572 of Houtzdale, of 503 of Du Bois, 
Cl County, Pennsylvania—to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, memorial of M. Mengle, for the passage of a law to redeem the 
trade-tollar—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. EVERHART: Petition of Joseph Kugler, for.invalid pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FINDLAY: Memorial of T. A. Sprigg and others, of Balti- 
more, praying for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Commit- 
tee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. FISHER: Petition of Whiteside Post, No. 143, Grand Army 
of the Republic, of Michigan, asking for favorable consideration of 
Grand Army of the Republic pension committee’s bill—to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FLEEGER: Memorial of Grange No. 337, of Pennsylvania, 
asking for the passage of the bill to protect the dairy interests of the 
country—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of Granges Nos. 337 and 190, of Pennsylvania, pro- 
testing against all legislation favoring the admission to our ports free 
of duty, of all agricultural raw material, such as wool, hides, jute, raw 
sugars, tobacco, &c., and asking the same protection for agriculture 
aceorded to other industries—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GIFFORD: Petition of Woman’s Indian Association of Cham- 
berlain, Dak., praying for the passage of the Dawes bill for the allot- 
ment of lands in severalty—to the Committee on Indian A ffairs. 

Also, eighteen petitions of citizens of Dakota Territory, asking that the 
Territory be divided on seventh standard parallel, and that the Terri- 
tory of North Dakota be created and organized from that portion lying 
north of said standard parallel—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. GLASS: Petition of G. F. Brooks, administrator, of Gibson 
County, Tennessee, asking that his war claim be referred to the Court 
of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of Mahala Dexter, praying for a depend- 
ent mother’s pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, testimony in support of bill granting a pension to R. L. New- 
som—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HANBACK: Petition of J. Wiley and 50 others, of Phillips 
County, Kansas, praying for an amendment to the laws regulating a 
national board of health—to the Committee on Commerce. 

_Also, petition of Friendship Assembly, No. 5635, Knights of Labor, 
of Kirwin, Kans., praying for the construction of a double-track rail- 
way by the United States from New York to Kansas City, Mo.—to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals. 5 

By Mr. HEWITT: Petition of Frederick Martin, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HIRES: Petition of James L. Wright, for removal of charge 
of desertion—to the Committee on Military A ffairs. 

By Mr. HITT: Memorial and resolutions of Chicago Board of Trade, 
for amendment of immediate-transportation act—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

_ By Mr. HOLMAN: Petition of Dr. George I. Osborne and 22 others, 
citizens of Ripley County, Indiana, praying that Charles H. Lockwood, 
late a private in Company F, Sixth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, be 

a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. J. T. JOHNSTON: Petition of George W. Swan, late private 
Company H, Third Missouri Infantry, for pension—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. JOSEPH: Petition of citizens of Las Ranchos de Taos, N. 
Mex.—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. LAFFOON: A bill appropriating money to protect the wharf 
aud improve the channel of the Ohio River at Owensborough—to the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, petition of James R. Rash, for relief—to the Committee on the 
| Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. LANHAM: Petition of citizens of Eastland and Erath Coun- 
ties, Texas, in relation to the removal of the Federal court from Gra- 
ham to Cisco, Tex.—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. McCREARY: Petition of F. J. Wolford, for increase of pen- 
| sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
| Also, petition of Mary L. Cleveland, for increase of pension—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. MORRILL: Petition of J. W. Harp and 62 others, for equal- 
ization of bounty and pay to sailors and soldiers—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. MORRISON: Petition of the Commercial Exchange of Chi- 
cago, D1., against the bill taxing oleomargarine and butterine—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. MORROW: Petition of Rosanna Robey, for widow’s pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
| By Mr. J. J. OO NEILL: Resolutions of the Kansas City Merchants’ 
Exchange, against the passage of the bill taxing oleomargarince or other 
substitutes for butter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of the Western Commercial Travelers’ Association, 
urging the passage of the James bill concerning the tax on commercial 
travelers—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. PAYNE: Petition and resolution of Macedon (N. Y.) Grange, 
in favor of bill to tax oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. PERKINS: Petition of Frederick Hainlen, late private Com- 
pany C, Fourth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, with accompanying papers, 
for rerating and increase of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. PETTIBONE: Petition of Mary J. Senter, and of Isaac F. 
Hayworth, of Jefferson County; of Bannister Medlen, of Hamblen 
County; and of David 8. Noe, of Hamblen County, Tennessee, asking 
that their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

Also, petition and proof in the matter of Elias Beal, late captain 
Company H, Eighth Tennessee Volunteers—to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

By Mr. PINDAR: Petition of Philo Osgood and 67 others, citizens 
of Herkimer County, New York, favoring an appropriation for the 
National Board of Health—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, petition of the Northern New York Methodist Episcopal church 
conference, composed of 228 ministers, representing 25,000 church mem- 
bers, for the enactment of such measures as will enable the law to pro- 
tect Chinese in the United States—to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. ' 

By Mr. RANDALL: Petition of Hugh Harkins, for increase of pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Harriet W. Bartleman, widow of Richard M. Bar- 
tleman, late a chief engineer of the United States Navy, for a pension 
of $50 per month—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RIGGS: Resolutions of the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, 
protesting against taxing oleomargarine, &c.—to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

By Mr. ROGERS: Papers in the case of Lewis 8S. Bateman—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ROWELL: Memorial of W. H. Lacy, Jennie A. Lacy, Emma 
D. Lacy, and Emma M. Gregory, wife of John W. Gregory, praying 
that their claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. SCOTT: Petition of Grange No. 198 of Pennsylvania, for the 
suppression of the manufacture and sale of imitation dairy products— 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of same against the admission to our ports, free of duty, 
of all agricultural raw materials—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: Papers relating to the claim of Charles H. John- 
son, of George C. Harper, and of James H. Owen, of Scott County; of 
Samuel Herd; and of Wiley A. Pullen, of Newton County; and of Til- 
man Loggins’s estate, Mrs. Helen Loggins, administratrix, of Rankin 
County, Mississippi—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Mil- 
waukee; of the Board of Trade and the Live Stock Exchange of Chi- 
cago; and of Charles F. Steiger & Co., of Springfield, Ill., opposing the 
taxing of oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of Robert P. Langley, Uriah R. Allen, and Joel Potts, 
of Christian County, Dlinois, praying for pensions—to the Committee 
on Pensions. 
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Also, petition of A. A. Talmage, of Chicago, IL, asking additional 
legislation for the protection of railroad companies—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolution of the Chicago Board of Trade in favor of the con- 
struction of a railroad bridge at Cairo, L1l.—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, resolutions of the same, recommending amendment to the im- 
mediate-transportation act—to ‘the same committee. 

By Mr. STAHLNECKER: Petition of ship-builders, ship-owners, 
and others of the Pacific coast, relating to the reciprocity treaty with 
Hawaii—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STEELE: Petition of C. E. Briant and 75 others, of Hunt- 
ington, Ind., asking an increase of pension for Joshua Parker, Twelfth 
Indiana Volunteers—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

3y Mr. SWOPE: Petition of ship-owners, ship-builders, and lumber 
merchants of the Pacific coast States, relating to the treaty of reciprocity 
between the United States and the Hawaiian Islands—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Samuel T. Dougherty, of Seaville, N. Y., 
invalid pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of ship-owners, ship-builders, and lumber merchants 
of the Pacific coast States, relating to the treaty of reciprocity between 
the United States and the Hawaiian Islands—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND: Petition of citizens of Union County, Illi- 
nois, for arrears and increase of pension to Dwy er Tracy —to the.Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Also, petition of citizens of Macedonia, Ill., and vicinity, praying that 
a pension be granted to William C. Diol, of the Sixth Cavalry, Illinois 
Volunteers—te the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of 251 ex-soldiersof Saline County, Illinois, demand- 
ing the passage of a bill pensioningall ex-Union soldiers and sailors— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILKINS: Petition of Cornelia P. Randolph and others, for 
removal of cloud on title of certain alley in Washington, D. C.—to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WISE: Petition of Laflin D. Allen, of Henrico County, Vir- 
ginia, asking that his war claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

The following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
trand and imposition, were presented, and severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture: 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Of 68 of New York, of 248 of Pennsyl- 
vania, of 46 of Maine, of 81 of Minnesota, of 28 of Vermont, of 24 of 
Oregon, of 446 of Iowa, of 225 of Illinois, of 68 of Wisconsin, of 109 
of Missouri, of 240 of Nebraska, of 15 of Virginia, of 46 of New Jer- 
sey, of 136 of Michigan, of 17 of Connecticut, of 38 of Ohio, of 36 of 
Alabama, of 476 of Iowa, of 310 of Pennsylvania, of 30 of Indiana, 
of 48 of Minnesota, of 270f Wisconsin, of 48 of Kansas, of 27 of Col- 
— of 21 of West Virginia, of 149 of Iowa. 

By ‘Mr. GLOVER: Five petitions of citizens of Saint Louis, Mo. 

By Mr. SCOTT: Of citizens of Hopbottom, Pa. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Petitions of the American Agricultural and 
Dairy Association of America and of the Produce Exchange of Chi- 
cago, Til. 

By Mr. STRAIT: Of M. D. Manning and 74 others, citizensof Kan- 
diyohi County, Minnesota. 

By Mr. MILO WHITE: Petition of the Farmers’ Alliance, of Stevens 
County, Minnesota. 

By Mr. WINANS: Of citizens of Thornton, of Jefferson, of Davison 
Station, and of Elm Hall, Mich. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of a law 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories,;and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. BAYNE: Of citizens of y County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. BEACH: Of citizens of County, New York. 

By Mr. BOYLE: Of citizens of Fayette County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. BUCK: Of citizens of Tolland County, Connecticut. 

By Mr. DOCKERY; Of citizens of Gentry County, Missouri. 

By Mr. FORD: Of citizens of Saint Joseph County, Indiana. 

By Mr. FULLER: Of citizens of Floyd County, Iowa. 

By Mr. EUSTACE GIBSON: Of citizens of Wood and Cabell Coun- 
ties, West Virginia. 

By Mr. HATCH: Of citizens of Knox County, Missouri. 

By Mr. HAYNES: Of citizens of Rockingham County, New Hamp- 
shire. 

By Mr. HEARD: Of citizens of Boone County, Missouri. 

By Mr. LORE: Of citizens of Kent County, Delaware. 

By Mr. McKINLEY: Of citizens of Summit County, and of Stark 
County, Ohio. 


for an 
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tion from the Secretary 
tion of April 8, 1886, certain information in regard to the construction 
and expediency of completing the harbor of refuge at Sandy Bay, near 
Cape Ann; which was read. 
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By Mr. RICE: Of citizens of Boston, Mass. 

By Mr. SWINBURNE: Of citizens of Albany County, New York. 
By Mr. T. B. WARD: Of citizens of Boone County, Indiana. 

By Mr. MILO WHITE: Of citizens of Steele County, Minnesota. 
Also, of German citizens of Winona, Minn. 


SENATE. 
TUESDAY, May 18, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butter, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communication 





from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in response to a re~o 
lution of April 9, 1886, documents containing a list of claims allowe: 
by the accounting officer of the Treasury Department for the payment 
of which no appropriations have been made by Congress; which was 
read 


The PRESIDENT protempore. This communication will lie on the 


table and be printed. The accompanying documents, having been a! 
ready printed by order of the present Congress, will not be reprinte: 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica 
of War, transmitting, in response to a resolu- 


Mr. DAWES. Let it be printed, without the accompanying maps 


and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. McMILLAN. The accompanying papers, except the maps, wi!! 
be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order to print will extend to 
the oe as papers, without themaps. The communication and 

mpanying papers will be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

0 vr. McMILLAN. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate a 
communication from the Postmaster-General, replying to a resolution o! 
the 10th instant, calling for a report in regard to the applications o! 


postmasters and late postmasters for readjustment of salaries under th 
act of March, 1882. As this letter is long the Chair will not have it 


read, as is generally done, unless the reading is specially called for. 
The communication, with ‘the accompanying papers, will be referred 


to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HALE. I present a memorial of officers of American mail steam- 
ship lines, setting forth the advantages of governmental aid and deny- 
ing that any attempts are being made to improperly influence Congress 
to that end. 

I very willingly present this memorial, not only because’it is a very 
brief and complete statement of the advantages to be gained to our com- 
merce from governmental aid to mail steamship lines, but also because 
it denies very squarely what has been stated in certain newspapers, 
that an attempt is being made to improperly influence Congress in the 
interest of what are called subsidies to such lines. 

I wish to say here and now that if this effort in the interest of re- 

viving American commerce ever prevails in Congress, it will not be done 
by the influence of the “lobby.”’ That can only do harm. Success 
can only come to this effort because the American people are growing 
more and more interested in the subject, and sooner or later Congress 
must to the popular demand. I hope to hear of no lobbying 
influence anywhere in its favor. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The memorial will be referred tot): 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. CULLOM. I present the petition of Isaac N. Osborn, late a 
private in Company C, Twenty-first Indiana Volunteers, praying to be 
placed upon the pension-roll, and setting out the reasons for his r°- 
quest in the petition. I move that the petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to 

Mr. CALL presented a. petition of citizens of Fernandina, Fla. ; a pe- 
tition of citizens of Waldo, Fla.; a petition of citizens of Ocala, Ili. 
and a petition of citizens of Callahan, Fla., praying that the time o' 
the Florida Railway and Navigation Company for the completion © 
their road may be extended; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I present petitions of citizens of Carson, 
Fairfield, and Brookville, in the State of Iowa, praying for the passac’ 
of the bill introduced by the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLEK 
placi fontra of the the manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the 

of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue and taxing them |) 
a pound. I move the reference of the petitions to the Commit- 
coal on Agriculture and eee 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAWLEY presented the petition of Henry Talley and others, 
citizens and tax-payers of McLean County, Dakota, praying for the pas- 








1886. 
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sage of the bill taxing lands sold by the Northern Pacitic Railroad Com- | 


y; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. HOAR. I present a petition of the New England Conference of 


E. A. Manning, secretary. This isa conference composed of two hun- 
dred and fifty ministers and representing thirty-five thousand church 
members. They beg leave to present to the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives their respectful petition, showing: 

1. That the treaty of 1881 between the United States and China, in which China 
gave her consent to : Or 0 
country, provided that ‘* Chinese laborers who are now in the United States 
shall be allowed to go and come of their own free will and accord, and shal! be 
accorded all the rights, privileges, immunities, and exemptions which are ac- 
corded to the citizens and the subjects of the most favored nation.”’ Said treaty 
also contained the following solemn pledge on the part of our Government: 
“If Chinese laborers, or Chinese of any ot class, now either temporarily or 
paneer 
mentat theh 
exert all its power to devise measures for their protection and tosecure to them 
the same rights, privileges, immunities, and exemptions as may be enjoyed by 


the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation, and to which they are enti- | 


tled by treaty.” 

2. That most flagrant and grievous outrages have been perpetrated upon the 
Chinese in Wyoming and Washington Territories and in the States of Oregon 
and California, and in many places in that portion of our country the purpose 
is still openly expressed of driving out the Chinese inhabitants. 

3. That in the course of these outrages not only has much property belonging 
to Chinese residents been destroyed, but many persons have been put to death. 

4. That the failure to keep our treaty obligations and the inhuman and brutal 
massacres which have been perpetrated upon these strangers in our midst have 
disgraced our country in the eyes of the civilized world and subjected us to the 
just judgments of a righteous God. 

5. That the safety of our citizens in China is imperiled by these frequent and 
unredressed wrongs to Chinese subjects in the United States, and that we have 
no right to expect that the people of a heathen country will be more careful of 
the rights of American merchants and missionaries than the people of this 
Christian country are of the rights of the Chinese in our land. 

6. That it is imperatively necessary that immediate measures of the most 
stringent character be taken for the protection of the lives and property of the 
Chinese in this country, and the spirit of persecution and lawlessness so rife in 
some yegions be sternly rebuked and prompt and efficient punishment be vis- 
ited upon lawbreakers. 

We therefore petition your honorable body to enact, without delay, such 
measures as wi!l enable the officers of the law to suppress all efforts to perse- 
cute and drive out the Chinese, and secure to them, wherever they may be in our 
wide domain, the same protection afforded to a}l otker persons in “ life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.” 


I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PUGH presented a petition of the Grocers’ Association of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, on behalf of the American Agricultural and Dairy 
Association, praying for the passage of House bill No. 8328, defining 
butter and imposing a tax and regulating the manufacture and sale and 
importation aud exportation of oleomargarine; which was referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 


TAX ON IMITATION BUTTER. 


Mr. BECK. I presenta petition, which, asitis brief, Ishall read. | 
understand that similar petitions have gone to the Committee on Agri- 
culture and Forestry heretofore. I desire to send this petition to the 
Committee on Fimance, if I am correct. It is very brief, and I read the 
heading over the names: 

The undersigned, dairymen and -butter-makers, respectfully petition your 


honorable body for the adoption of the bill of the American Agricultural and 
Association, introduced by Hon. WARNER MILLER,of New York, in the 


Senate,and Hon. WiLL1Am L, Scort, of Pennsylvania, in the House of Rep- | 


resentatives, placing the manufacture and sale of all imitation butter urider 
the control of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue and taxing it 10 cents 
per pound. And your petitioners represent that the prompt adoption of such 
an effective measure is absolutely necessary to save the dairy industry of the 


United States from ruin and to protect the consumers of butter from fraud and 


imposition of the most extreme character. 


The petition is signed by J. F. Roberts, of Waterford, Pa., and quite 
a number of others. 

I desire the reference of the petition, which I find is met by remon- 
strances from the Cincinnati, Louisville, Chicago, and other live-stock 
exchanges, to the Committee on Finance, as I think that is the only 
committee which can deal with these questions. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kentucky moves 
that the petition presented by him be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. MILLER. I hope that the Senator will not insist upon or re- 


quest that reference. This whole matter up to the present time has | 


ne to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, not only in the 
but in the House of Representatives. 


ests of agricultare, this question should go there. 
_ It does not follow that any inference can be made as to what the ac- 
tion of that committee will be. 


then the Committee on Agriculture had better be dispensed with en- 
tirelyin this body. From time to time for many years other committees 
have been trenching upon the duties and privileges of that committee, 
until a few years ago it had been substantially driven entirely ont of 
the and into quarters which are not large enough to hold the 

itself, much less to be able within its committee-room to 


the restriction of immigration of Chinese laborers to this | 


residing in the territory of the United States, meet with ill treat- | 
ands of any other persons the Government of the United States will | 


Certainly if any subject ! 
should properly go to that committee, which is charged with the inter- | 


: It may be in favor of a tax and it may | 
be in favor of some other measure of relief. But if the question to | 
which the petition refers can not go to the Committee on Agriculture, | 
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give hearings to any persons who shall come before it as petitioners. 


| Some days ago when this question was being considered in the Com- 


| mittee on Agriculture it was compelled to ask the privilege of the 


the Methodist Episcopal Church, by Henry W. Warren, president, and | 


Committee on Patents that it might hold its sessions in that room, be- 
cause the Committee on Agriculture was not provided with accommo- 
dations sufficient for the business properly coming before it 

As this petition refers to the whole subject, and there has been no 


| decision either by the House of Representatives or hy this body as to 
whether there shall be an attempt to pass purely a tax-bill, or whether 
there shall be some other regulation, or whether nothing shall be done, 
I insist that ali these petitions shall go to that committe re they 
have already gone and where they properly belong 
Mr. DAWES. I should like to inguire of t Ser fi New 
York if his committee has considered the question whet there is any 
power at all to originate any such measure as a tax-bill in this ly. 
Mr. MILLER. The Committee on Agriculture is considering the 
subject at the present time. As tothe question which the Senator sab 
mits, I will say that the Committee on Agriculture and Forest vill 
undertake not to invade the rights of the House of Kepresentatives o1 
to violate the Constitution by any action which it may see fit to take 
If the committee should decide in favor of a tax measure, « e it 





—EE 





would have to wait until the other House should have acted upon th 
subject. 

But I do not propose to have this subject taken away f1 Co1 
mittee on Agriculture unless the majority 
course, and if they do, we may just as well know it 
time. 

Mr. DAWES. I am desirous of co-operating with the Committee ¢ 
Agriculture in any feasible legislation on this subject; but I have been 
troubled very much with the question whether any tax measure could 
be originated here. If any other remedial legislation coul dopted 
here that does not include a tax, I should think that with nx 
priety should go to the Committee on Agriculture than to the Com 
mittee on Finance. Going to the Committee on Finance includes the 
idea that this imitation product can be taxed, and if it can be 
certainly neither committee could have original jurisdiction. Ther 
fore, if the Committee on Agriculture can devise some method of pro 
tecting the community against fraudulent transactions in imitations 
of butter, that would be their proper work. 

Mr. MILLER. In answer to the Senator from Massachusetts I can 
say, without unduly indicating what the Committee on Agriculture 
propose to do in this matter, that if the House of Representatives, 
which has the constitutional power to originate tax bills, a power which 
undoubtedly does not pertain to this body, shall fail to act in that di- 
rection within due time, I have no doubt the Committee on Agricult 
ure will undertake to formulate a bill toin some degree meet this gre 
evil in a way which will be within constitutional limits. Then the sub- 
ject must undoudtedly belong to the Committee on Agriculture, as | 
hold that the whole subject now belongs there. 

As the question of taxation is a question which can not now be be 
fore the Senate or before its committees properly, I think there can be 
no possible reason given why these petitions which are now comil 
should be taken from the channel in which they have all gone up t 
the present time. 

Mr. BECK. The petition I had the honor of presenting a fi n- 
utes ago deals with taxation and taxation alone, and it asks for noth 
ing else. I read it for the purpose of showing that. 

Mr. MILLER. I beg the Senator’s pardon; if he will read the pe- 
tition he will find that it undertakes to do a good deal more than 
merely to impose taxation. 

Mr. BECK. Let the petition be read again from the desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petition will | 

The Chief Clerk read the petition, as follows: 


oO t 


be re 


| To the Senate of the United States: 


The undersigned, dairymen and butter-makers, respectfully pe ’ r} 





orable body for the adoption of the bill of the American Ag 1 Dairy 
ing Association, introduced by Hon. WARNE I c, in the 
Senate, and by Hon. WILLIAM L. Scort, of Pennsy!va ithe House of Rep 
resentatives, placing the manufacture and sale l i utter under 
| the control of the Commissiouer of Internal K Lue { i States and 
| taxing it 10 cents per pound; and your petitioners rep t prom 
adoption of such an cffective measure is absolutely necessary to save the da 
industry of the United States from ruin and to prote - 
from fraud and imposition of the most extre: ‘ 
Mr. BECK. As I understand it, that petition is looking al 
question of taxation. The bills may contain other | I 
not the bills before me. 
Mr. MILLER. The petition refers to the bil ind 
the bill itself contains many other provisions te1 .e direction 


of preventing fraud in the manu! 

Mr. BECK. The remonstrances agai! 
my hand from the Chicago Live-Stock Ex 
unanimously adopted and ordered to be 
resentatives in Congress, proceeds upon 
measure that is being urged. 
as follows: 


f ih I have in 
hange, which they say was 
t to the Senators and Rep- 

same idea that it is a tax 
The remonstrance to which I refer reads 


ry 
ait 


Cuicaco Live-Srock Excuanxer, Ustonw Srock-Yarps, 


Chicago, May 10, 1886. 


Ata full meeting of this association, held at their rooms this d 


lay, the follow- 
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ing resolutions were reported from the undersigned committee, and were 
adopted by a unanimous vote : 


Whereas bills are now pending in both Houses of Congress proposing special 
taxes on all manufacturers and venders of cleomargarine and butterine, and 
also proposing an internal-revenue tax of 10 cents on each pound of those arti- 
cles made in this country,and placing the production and sale of them under 
charge of the Internal Revenue Bureau; and 


Whereas the proposed laws, while purporting to be revenue bills, are in re- 


ality intended to stop the manufacture of oleomargarine and butterine in this 
country: Therefore, 


Be it resolved by the Chicago Live-Stock Exchange, That we are firmly opposed to 
the passage of any law prohibiting or taxing the manufacture or sale of oleo- 
margarine or butterine, for the following reasons: 

1. The leading chemists of this country have repeatedly examined and pro- 
nounced oleomargarine and butterine healthful articles of food. This being the 
case, Congress has no right to prohibit their manufacture or sale; and to sub- 


ject them to taxation, when revenue is not needed, is equally a violation of con- 
stitutional rights. 


2. In this market prime fat cattle are worth at least $2 per head more than they 
would bring if the manufacture of these desirable articles of food was prohib- 
ited or burdened with unjust taxation, and the materials now used in their man- 
ufacture were thu: compelled to be used in other channels. 

3. The price of choice grades of butter is frequently so high as to place them 
beyond the reach of people of moderate means, who can now get a wholesome 
and palatable substitute at a low price, but who would, if the proposed laws 
should be enacted, be compelled to eat poor butter or do without. 

Resolved, That the secretary of this exchange be instructed to forward copies 
of these resolutions to our Senators and Members in Congress, and to furnish a 
copy to the press. 


IRUS COY, 
L. B. DOUD, 
J.C, BOHART, 
SAMUEL WAUGH, 
B. F. HARRISON, 
Commitlee. 
Cc. W. BAKER, Secretary. 


The remonstrance assumes, as the petition does, that taxation is the 
remedy proposed, and I suppose the Committee on Finance, having to 
await the action of the other House, is the committee to deal with that 
subject. Ifa bill should come from the House of Representatives mak- 
ing no proposition to tax this product the Committee on Finance would 
not take any charge of it. Until the other House does act this body 
can not deal with taxation, and when it does deal with the subject of 
taxation the Committee on Finance and the Committee on Finance alone 
under our organization is the proper body to consider the question. 

I have no desire to express any opinion particularly upon the subject 
of these petitions and remonstrances. Taxation, it seems to me, is not 
the remedy. If oleomargarine is injurious to health, its manufacture 
ought to be stopped entirely by State authority. If it is a wholesome 
article. then people have an equal right to use it and to make it as 
they have to make and use butter, if they want it. But it ought to be 
so stamped and marked that every man who buys it can know what 
it is, and know that he is buying oleomargarine or butterine. 

If we can do anything in that direction it ought to be done; but be- 
yond that, to say that a man shall not eat what he wants if it is whole- 
. some and good, and that a man shall not manufacture that without a 
tax being imposed upon it, it seems to me is not legislation that we 
ought to indulge in. 

That is the view I take at present. I have no doubt I have eaten 
this article. I hope I never have; I never will, if I know it; and 
therefore I want it stamped and branded so that people can know it. 
if people prefer it and can buy it more cheaply than they can buy but- 
ter, let them have it, ifit is fit to be eaten at all; and if it is not, then 
a tax ought not to be imposed; it ought to be stopped entirely as in- 
jurious to public health. 

I thought the Committee on Finance was the proper committee to 
deal with the subject, but if the Senator from New York hasany feel- 
ing about it, and there are other matters in the bill (I confess I have 
not studied it with care), I am willing for the time being to let the pe- 
tition go to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, advising the 
Senator from New York, however, that if the other House sends over 
any bill on the subject involving taxation I shall then make the mo- 
tion to send that bill to the Committee on Finance, which can and 
ought to deal with taxation. 

In the mean time this petition may go with the others. I did not 
kuow where they had all gone until this morning. It may go to the 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, so that they can look into it 
in the mean time, reserving the right, when the House bill comes over, 
if it deals with taxation, to move that it shall go to the Committee on 
Finance. 1 shall therefore let the petition go to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture and Forestry. 

Mr. MORRILL. Iam glad the Senator from Kentucky hasconsented 
to that reference. If a bill shall be reported from the Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry imposing any taxation, it will be time enough 
then to refer it to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BECK. Iam willing that the petition may go there for the 

present. 
Mr. MILLER. The bill of which the Senator from Kentucky has 
spoken contains very much more than the mere proposition to tax imi- 
tation butter 10centsa pound. It undertakes the inspection of all these 
goods under the supervision of Government officers, and properly stamp- 
ing them so that they cam not be sold to consumers without the con- 
sumers’ knowledge as to what they are and what they are not. I un- 
derstand the Senator to be in favor of that tion at the outset, 
and I have no doubt we shall all be in favor of doing as much as that. 
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I do not care to go into any discussion this morning as to the pro- 
priety of this tax. I shall do that when the measure properly comes 
before the Senate and not before. 

We are receiving from day to day petitions from thousands and tens 
of thousands of the small farmers scattered all over this country askiny 
substantially for this legislation or for some measure of relief. We have 
received protestsalready from a few individuals engaged in this infamous 
trade of the manufacture of imitation goods, butterine and oleomarg:- 
rine. ‘The manufacture is confined, however, to a very few persons in 
this country, perhaps not more than fifty or one hundfed establishments. 
I do not know the exact number. These manufacturers have sudden) 
awakened to a sense and a knowledge that the people of this country 
propose in some way, and in some proper way, to put this manufacture 
under control, so that the people of the country shall know what they 
are buying, and shall prevent all kinds of fraud or imitations being pu: 
upon the le. 

When the House of Representatives shall have acted upon this ques- 
tion, if not before, the Committee on Agriculture will undertake to for- 
mulate the matter, and then, if it shall in its wisdom see fit to report a 
bill here favoring a tax, it may probably be wise for the Committee on 
Finance to consider it. But itis well known to this body that the whole 
question of the taxation and control under Jaw of imitation butter has 
been considered by a similar committee in the House, and has been re- 
ported to the House without the action of the ordinary committec, t}, 
Committee on Ways and Means, which controls the matter of taxation 

Mr. CONGER. I ask if this debate is in order under the rule ” 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is in order under the rule on the 
motion to refer, but the motion to refer the petition to the Committee on 
Finance having been withdrawn, the petition will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. The Chair can not restrain debate on a motion 
to refer. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CAMDEN, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 3367) granting a pension to Mary A. Foster, sul- 
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was agreed to, and the bil! 
was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bil! (1/ 
R. 4501) granting a pension to Daniel B. Randall, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
783) granting a pension to D. B. Randall, moved its indefinite post pone- 
ment; which was to. 

Mr. WILSON, of Maryland, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 3831) granting a pension to Charles T. Reber; 

A bill (H. R. 3836) granting a pension to James Dunbar; and 

A bill (H. R. 1061) for the relief of Sarah M. Shearer. 

Mr. HAMPTON. I am instructed by the Committee on Military A(- 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2193) to retire disabled ofiicers 
of the Army, to report it adversely, and recommend its indefinite post- 
ponement, but as the Senator who introduced it [Mr. BUTLER] has re- 
quested me to do so, I ask that it be placed upon the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed upon the 
Calendar with the adverse report of the committee. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the following bills, submitted adverse reports thereon, 
which were agreed to, and the bills were postponed indefinitely : 

A bill tr Rk. 6457) ting a pension to Alfred Pickelsimer; 

A bill (H. R. Sat} or the relief of Greenville R. Hale; 

A bill (H. R. 6045) granting a pension to Adam Feltner; and 

A bill (H. R. 6000) granting a pension to George W. Cramb!ctt. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom weie 
referred the following bills, reported them severally without amend- 
ment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 5351) granting a pension to Mrs. Clarissa Taft; aud 

A bill (H. R. 6020) granting a pension to Levi M. Starne. 

Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom w:is ‘e- 
ferred the bill (S. 2372) for the relief of Mary McMahan, reporte: it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred thie 
bill (S. 158) granting a pension to Mary A. Mykins, reported it with 
amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom weie '¢- 
ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amcen(- 
ment, and submitted rts m: 

A bill (8. 2341) granting a pension to Josephine D. Whitted; 

A bil fs 2353) granting a pension to William Barden; 
ill (8S. 2310) granting 
. R. 5656) 
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a pension to Hiram Morris; 
granting a pension to Margaret 8. Davis; 
granting a pension to John H. Downing; 
ting a pension to Harriet Pea). ; 

the relief of =, ees: 
granting a pension to . Mattingly; 
granting a pension to Rebecca Allen; 
granting a pension to James Stobaugh ; 
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A bill (H. R. 1678) for the relief of Henry N. Huggins; 

A bill (H. R. soni granting a pension to Fannie E. Evans; 

A bill (H. R. 2971) granting a pension to Francis Deming; 

A bill (H. R. 2043) to place Mary Karstetter on the pension-roll ; 

A bill (H. R. 421) granting a pension to Jesse B. Scudder; 

A bill (H. R. 918) granting a pension to Gilbert A. Philips; _ 

A bill (H. R. 3601) to increase the pension to Louisa Weitzel, widow 
of Godfrey Weitzel, late a major-general of the United States volun- 
teers; 

A bill (H. R. 6088) grantingan increase of pension to Nelson Monroe; 

A bill (H. R. 6237) for the relief of Samuel Shuler; 

A bill (H. R. 1148) granting a pension to Mariah E. A. B. Nowell; 

A bill (H. R. 3047) granting a pension to Thomas Tegan; and 

A bill Or R. 1627) granting a pension to Annie Bagley. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred the following bills, reported them severally with an amendment, 
and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (S. 2286) for the relief of Albert C. Kelley; and 

A bill (S. 2393) granting a pension to Anna M. Marshall. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred the following bills, reported, them severally with amendments, 
and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (S. 2330) for the relief of Adam Eitapence; and 

A bill ts. 2308) granting a pension to Henry Lafner. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Rachel Ann Pierpont, praying to be allowed a 
pension, submitted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. 2452) 
granting a pension to Rachel Ann Pierpont; which was read twice by 
its title. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of George W. Peavey, praying to be allowed a pension, submitted a re- 
port thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. 2453) granting a pension to 
George W. Peavey; which was read twice by its title. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of James 8. Furniss, praying to be allowed a pension, submitted a re- 
port thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. 2454) granting a pension to 
James 8. Furniss; which was read twice by its title, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Edward D. Patchin, praying to be allowed a pension, submitted a re- 
port thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. 2445) granting a pension to 
Edward D. Patchin; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 807) granting pensions to the soldiers and sailors of the 
Mexican war, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom were referred the follow- 
ing bills, reported them severally without amendment, and submitted 
reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 5761) granting a pension to Margaret J. Reighter: 

A bill (H. R. 6919) granting a pension to Sarah Ann ‘Williams; 

A bill (H. R. 6372) to pension Charles A. Chase; and 

A bill (8. 2382) granting a pension to Alice Kelley. 

Mr. VOORHEES, from the Committee on the Library, to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill (S. 2456) providing for the purchase 
of the painting entitled ‘‘ Farming in Dakota;’’? which was read twice 
hy its title. 

Mr. EVARTS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2313) defining the service of a stevedore as a mari- 
time service, and creating a maritime lien in his favor therefor, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. WALTHALL, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 985) authorizing the Secretary of War to 
transfer the United States barracks at Baton Rouge, La., to the Louisi- 
ana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College at said 
place for educational purposes, reported it with amendments, and sub- 
mitted a thereon. - 

He the same committee, to whom were referred the fol- 
— moved their indefinite postponment; which was agreed to: 

A bill (S. 419) authorizing the Secretary of War to transfer the United 
8 barracks at Baton Rouge, La., to the Louisiana State University 
and gre ga and Mechanical College at said place for educational 
? 

(S. 1659) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to transfer 
United States barracks at Baton Rouge, La., except that portion 
lies westward of a line 50 feet east of the center of the railroad 
of the Louisville, New Orleans and Texas Railroad Company, to 
Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
for educational purposes. 
GEORGE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
the resolution of the Legislature of Georgia in relation to the 
of the Trezevant claim to that State, submitted a report 
accompanied by a bill (S. 2457) for the relief of the State of 
which was twice by its title. 

E. Ishould state that the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 

does not agree with this report. 
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Mr.HAWLEY. The bill (S. 2209) for the erection of a milling-shop 
at the national armory, Springfield, Mass., was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. That committee has considered the bill 
and approves it, but instructs me to report it with a recommendation 
that it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations, so that the 
substance of it may be incorporated in the Army appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the report 
will be agreed to, and the bill will be referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. : 

Mr. HAWLEY, from the Select Committee on Coast Defenses, to 
whom were referred the following bills, reported them severally with 
amendments: 

A bill (8S. 662) to encourage the manufacture of steel for modern 
army ordnance, armor, and other army purposes, and to provide heavy 
ordnance adapted to modern army warfare; and 

A bill (S. 663) to encourage the manufacture of steel for modern 
naval ordnance, armor, shafting, and other naval purposes, and to pro- 
vide heavy ordnance adapted to modern naval warfare. 

Mr. HAWLEY. By leave of the Senate I will submit a report 
later. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 1458) to provide for holding terms of the 
circuit and district courts of the United States for the eastern district 
of Michigan at Bay City, in said district, reported it without amend- 
ment. 


THE MENHADEN FISHERY. 


Mr. PALMER. Iam instructed by the Committee on Fisheries to 
ask that 400 copies of certain statements made before that committee on 
the subject of the menhaden fishery be printed for the use of that com- 
mittee. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order will be made if there be 


-no objection. 


SOUTH PASS OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. GIBSON. Iam instructed by the Committee on Commerce to 
report favorably and to ask for the immediate consideration of the bill 
(H. R. 7207) making appropriation to supply deficiency in amount re- 


quired for expenditure to June 30, 1886, for examination and surveys 


required by acts of March 3, 1875, and June 19, 1878, to ascertain depth 


of water and width of channel at South Pass of Mississippi River. 


There is a report here from the Secretary of War and trom the Chief 


of Engineers asking that the appropriation be made. 


By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to appropriate $6,492 to 
supply deficiency in amount required for expenditure to June 30, 1886, 
for examinations and surveys required by the acts of March 3, 1875, 
and June 19, 1878, to ascertain the depth of water and width of chan- 
nel secured and maintained from time to time by James B. Eads at 
South Pass of the Mississippi River and to enable the Secretary of War 
to report to Congress during the maintenance of the work. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill reported by the Senator 
from Louisiana is the House print. The identical bill referred to the 
committee should be here, if practicable. 

Mr. GIBSON. I supposed it was the identical bill. 
me by a member of the other House. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will treat it as such. 
The question is on ordering the bill to a third reading. 


The bill was ordered toa third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 


It was handed 


WILLIAM L. DUNLOP, TRUSTEE. 


Mr. HARRIS. The Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 79) for the relief of 
William L. Dunlop, trustee, direct me to report it with a recommenda- 
tion that it pass, and I ask the consent of the Senate to consider it at 
this time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
information, 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, &c., That the United States, in favor of the said William L. Dunlop, 
of the District of Columbia, as trustee of the estate of George Lowry, late of 
said District, deceased, his heirs and assigns, hereby surrender, abandon, and 
forever release all right or claim they may have, by reason of any escheat, to 
any part of lot. numbered 13,in square numbered 75, in the city of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia, as the same is known and distinguished on the plan 
or plat of said city, and included in the following lines and bounds, to wit: 
Beginning for the same at a point on the line of the southwest side of Pennsyl- 
vania avenue 79 feet 3 inches from the stone planted at the northwest corner of 
the square, and running thence along the line of Pennsylvania avenue toward 
said.corner-stone 20 feet; thence atright angles to the avenue back to an alley 
9 feet wide, heretofore laid off ina lease to Thomas Y.Sprogell; thence with the 
line of said alley due east till it intersects with said Sprogell’s line; thence with 
said Sprogell’s line to the place of beginning, with the free use and privilege of 
the said alley of 9 feet in width, and with the brick dwelling-house and build- 
ings thereon. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the joint resolution? The Chair hears none, and itis 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 


The joint resolution will be read for 
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The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amendment, 
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION REPORTS. 


Mr. MANDERSON. Iam directed by the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a concurrent resolution for printing additional 
copies of the reports of the South American Commission, to report it 
favorably and to ask for its present consideration. 

The concurrent resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate of the United States (the House of Representatives concurring), 


That there be printed 15,000 additional copies of the Reports of the South Amer- 
ican Commission, Executive Document 226, Forty-eighth Congress, second ses- 


sion, and Executive Document 50, Forty-ninth Congress, first session ; of which 
5,000 shall be for the use of the Senate, and 10,000 for the use of the House of 
Representatives. 
REPORT ON INTEROCEANIC CANAL. 
Mr. MANDERSON. I am directed by the Committee on Printing, 


to whom was referred a concurrent resolution for printing additional 
copies of the report on the Interoceanic Canal, to report it favorably 
and to ask for its present consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded to consider the con- 
current resolution, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That there be 


printed 5,000 additional copies of the report of Mr. Menocal on the Interoceanic 
Canal, Senate Executive Document No. 99, first session Forty-ninth Congress; of 
which 1,000 copies shall be for the use of the Senate, 2,000copies for the use of the 
House, and 2,000 copies for the use of the Navy Department; and such addi- 


tional number shall contain the plates, maps, and photographic illustrations. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. BUTLER. May I ask the oscars J he confines the maps to 
the 2,000 copies for the use of the Navy Department? Why not in- 
clude the maps in all? ' 

Mr. MANDERSON. I do not think that is the wording of the reso- 
lution. It applies to all. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The map will be printed with the 
5,000 additional copies. 

Mr. BUTLER. The language of the resolution did not so strike me. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. MANDERSON, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was 
referred the following concurrent resolution, reported it adversely, and 
moved its indefinite postponement; which was agreed to: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concirring), That there be 
—_ od 3,000 additional copies of wr and rtof a recent survey of the 

icaraguan Canal route made by Engineer A. G. Menocal, United States Navy; 


of which 1,000 copies shall be for the use of the Senate, and 2,000 copies for t 
use of the House of Representatives. 


ALASKA FRONTIER LINE. 


Mr. MANDERSON. There came to the Senate yesterday a message 
from the President on the subject of the boundary line between Alaska 
and British Columbia. Aceompanying the message of the President 
there is a report of the Secretary of State. Upon an examination of the 
report I find that it is very voluminous, and that accompanying it are 
quite a number of publications, among them one by the Coast Survey, 
which contains a large number of plates the printing of which would 
be a very great expense. By the action of the Senate yesterday not 
only was the message of the President ordered to be printed but also 
the accompanying papers. I move now to reconsiderthe vote by which 
the accompanying papers were ordered to be printed, and to refer the 
papers accompanying the message to the Printing Committee for their 
consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Nebraska, from 
the Committee on Printing, moves to reconsider the action of the Senate 
yesterday taken, that the documents referred to by him be printed. 
If there be no objection that order will be reconsidered and the docu- 
ments will be referred to the Committee on Printing. The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 


PORT OF ENTEY AT PORTLAND, OREG. 


Mr. DOLPH. By direction of the Committee on Commerce I 
favorably without amendment the bill (S. 1393) to extend the limits of 
the port of Portland as a port of entry. The bill is favorably recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury. I ask unanimous consent 
that it may be considered now. It will take but a moment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill ? 

Mr. COCKRBLL. Let it be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the limits of the port of Portland, in the State of Ore- 
gon, as a port of entry, be, and the same are hereby, e rn sn cnte ntaee 
all ail t¥nt portion of the east bank of the Willamette iver lying fo to the 
city of Portland, for a distance of 1 mile in width, and extending from the south 
boundary line of the corporate limits of the city of said east bank 
of said river to a point directly opposite to the lower end of Swan Island, 


river. 
Src. 2. That this act shall take effect from and after the date of its passage. 
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By unanimous consent the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THE CALENDAR. 


Mr. MAXEY. I ask that the Calendar be taken up and that it he 
disposed of in regular order. I think that is fair to all. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The morning business is not y: 
closed. 

Mr. MAXEY. I thought the Calendar had been reached, as severa| 
bills have been passed by unanimous consent. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H. R. 6391) toauthorize the Kansas City, Fort Scott 
and Gulf Railway Company to construct and operate a railway through 
the Indian Territory, and for other purposes. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas (by request), introduced a bill (S. 2458) for 
the relief of C. H. Fristoe, Simon ‘Shultice, John J. Sumpter, and 
George W. Baxter; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (S. 2459) granting a pension to Eliza 
Wilkins; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2460) granting a pension to Stephen D. 
Mead; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONGER introduced a bill (S. 2461) granting an increase o! 
pension to Philip Kirschner; which was read twice by its title, and, 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2462) granting a pension to Helen A. 
Beebe, a volunteer nurse in the United States service during the wai 
of the rebellion; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLAIR introduced a bill (S. 2463) granting a pension to H. D 
Hobbs; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAWES (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2464) extending the 
jurisdiction of the Court of Claims to certain suits for the use of patents 
and’ patented inventions against the United States; which was rea 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DOLPH introduced a bill (S. 2465) to amend section 5258 of 
the Revised Statutes; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (S. 2466) for the relief of Samuc! 
E. Nichols; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2467) granting a pension to John 8. Cole- 
man; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanyinz 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. . 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2468) for the relief of Lewis Bitlick; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EUSTIS introduced a bill (S. 2469) for the relief of Thomas |. 
Mackie and the heirs at law of William A. Hyde; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 2470) for the relief of Hiram 
Bordner; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany in: 

referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SPOONER introduced a bill (S. 2471) making an appropriation 
for the building of a new light-house at Milwaukee, Wis. ; which was 
read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUTLER introduced a bill (S. 2472) for the organization of the 
Territory of Alaska, and to provide for the establishment of a civil g0\ 
ernment therefor; which was read twice by its title, and referred to tlic 
Committee on Territories. 

Mr. LOGAN introduced a bill (S. 2473) supplementary to and amend- 
atory of section 1342 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; whicii 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

AMENDMENTS TO RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. CALL, Mr. HOAR, Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, and Mr. SAULS- 
BURY submitted amendments intended to be proposed by them sev 
erally to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which were referre: 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

BONDS OF EXECUTORS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no ‘‘ concurrent or other 
resolutions’’ the Calendar is in order, and the first ease on the Calen- 
dar will be announced. 

Mr. CALL. I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to recon- 
sider the vote by which the Senate yesterday passed the bill (S. 142-) 
to amend the law relating to the bonds of executors in the District of 
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| 
Columbia. I find that the House has passed a bill precisely the same, | 
in the same words, and, if my motion is granted, I shall ask that the | 
Honse bill be put upon its passage. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Florida asks the | 
unanimous consent of the Senate to reconsider its action upon the bill 
named by him, stating that a bill precisely the same has been passed | 
by the House of Representatives. Isthere objection? The Chair hears | 
none, and the vote by which the bill was passed is reconsidered. The | 
House bill will be read. 

Mr. CALL. It is House bill 7879. 

Mr. CONGER. That bill is not on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will inform the Senator 
from Florida that the bill is not yet on the Calendar, and the motion 
to proceed to its consideration will have to be postponed. 

Mr. CALL. If it bein order I move that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill and that it be re- 
ported back to the Senate without delay, inasmuch as it is precisely, 
word for word, the same as the Senate bill which was passed yesterday. 
The House bill is now pending before the committee #0 which it was | 
referred. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To what committee was it referred ? 

Mr. CALL, ‘To the Committee on the District of Columbia. ‘‘H. 
Rt. 7879. Read twice and referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, May 11, 1886.’ It is precisely word for word the same as 
the Senate bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Florida moves 
that the Committee on the District of Columbia be discharged from the 
further consideration of tle bill he has named, which he will be kind 
enough to send to the desk that it may be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. ‘‘A bill (H. R. 7879) to amend the law relating 
to the bonds of executors in the District of Columbia.’’ 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? 

Mr.INGALLS. Whatis the object? 
ator from Florida. 

Mr. CALL. The Committee on the District of Columbia reported 
Senate bill 1422, being the same as this House bill, a bill relating to 
the bonds of executors in the District of Columbia. It is the same, 
word for word, as the bill from the House. 

Mr. INGALLS. - Will the Senator give bond that those bills are iden- 
tical in language? 

Mr. CALL. Yes, sir; they are just word for word the same bill. 
have here the Senate bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. I should doubt that unless the Senator himself has 
made the comparison. 

Mr. CALL. I have read the bills. 

Mr. INGALLS. The matter was called to my attention at the last 
meeting of the District Committee, and it appeared upon an inspection 
and comparison that the language of the bills was not identical. There- 
fore, unless there has been some change meanwhile, or some modifica- 
tion, or unless I am laboring under a mistake, the Senator from Florida 
is not as accurate as he usually is. 

Mr. CALL. There may be some immaterial difference, and as the 
chairman of the committee makes that point I will withdraw the mo- 
tion, but I have no doubt that the bills are identical. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion is withdrawn. 


STATEN ISLAND BRIDGE BILL. 


Mr. CONGER. I call for the regular order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first case on the Calendar will 
be announced. 

TheCurerCierK. ‘‘A bill (S. 121) to authorize the construction of 
a bridge across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill, and 
to establish the same as a post-road.’’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the bill is 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 





I did not understand the Sen- 


I 


Mr. McPHERSON. I object. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goes 
over under the rule. 


Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
the bill notwi ing the objection. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The motion is not debatable. The 
Senator from Maine moves that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill notwithstanding the objection. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I should like the privilege of making a state- 
ment before the motion is put. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Jersey asks | 
unanimous consent to make a statement in regard to this matter. Is | 


there ? The Chair hears none. 

Mr, IN. My colleague [Mr. SrwELL] has been neces- 
sarily called to-day by reason of illness in his family, I understand. 
He is very interested in this bill and would like to be present 


when it is considered. I ask that it go over without prejudice until 


treme ti mr I think my colleague will be here to-morrow. I 
should not like to have the Senate consider the bill in his absence. 


toa Eee ace 
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| morning hour. 


| sey [Mr. McPHERSON] might proceed this morning. 
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I understand also that the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest], whois 
absent likewise, takes some interest in the bill and would like to be pres- 





| ent when it is considered. Therefore I ask that the bill may go over 
until to-morrow without prejudice. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the proposition 
made by the Senator from New Jersey ? 
Mr. FRYE. [ask unanimous consent to make a statement 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair hears no objection, and 


| the Senator from Maine has unanimous consent. 


Mr. FRYE. This bill will occupy more than the remainder of this 

If I did not know that it would, I should not move 
now to proceed to its consideration notwithstanding the objection. 
The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] and the Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] informed me that they both would be here to- 
morrow morning, and it seems to me they will be here in ample season 
to take part in the discussion of the bill, and the Senator from New Jer- 
That isthe only 
reason I urge the matter. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask permission to make a statement. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Isthere objection? The Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. PLUMB. The Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL | cer- 
tainly desired that that bill should not be called up to-day, and his 
understanding was that it would not be. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. He left here with that understanding. 

Mr. PLUMB. I know he left the city with that understanding 
I think it would be manifestly unfair in regard to a matter al 
his State that it should be taken up during his absence. 

Mr. CONGER. I understand the motion is not debatable 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. TheSenate gave unanimous consent 
to the Senator from Kansas to speak. 

Mr. CONGER. The announcement was made in so low a voice that 
I did not hear it. I stand here to object to all violations of the rules. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made 

Mr. FRYE. I ask unanimous consent to say one word more. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Maine asks unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to address the Senate upon this subject. 

Mr. CONGER. I shall not object now after what has occurred. 

Mr. FRYE. Iam entirely willing that this bill shall go over until 
to-morrow morning provided I can have unanimous consent to take it 
up to-morrow morning. I ask unanimous consent to have this bill con- 
sidered to-morrow morning. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. If the Senator will yield to me one moment I 
will say that I will consent to have the bill come up at any time if my 
colleague is present, and I expe¢t him here to-morrow morning. I have 
no knowledge that he will be absent longer than to-day; but I hope the 
Senator from Maine will not press the consideration of the bill in my 
colleague’s absence, as it is a matter in which he feels a deep interest, 
and in which the people of New Jersey feel a deep interest. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator told me he would be here to-morrow morn- 


and 


tine 
ching 


ing. 

Mr. McPHERSON. If he is here then I shall not object. I do not 
mean to object to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask unanimous consent that the bill be taken up to- 
morrow morning for consideration. 

Mr. PLUMB. I object to that. 

Mr. FRYE. I move then that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill notwithstanding the objection. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine. 

Mr. PLUMB called for the yeas and nays; 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAWES (when his name was called). Iam paired for the day 
with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN ]. 

Mr. VAN WYCK (when his name was called). On this motion Iam 
paired with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. RANsom]. If he 
were present I should vote ‘‘yea,’’ and I understand he would vote 
**nay.”? 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. INGALLS (after having voted in the affirmative). I have been 
requested to pair with the Senator from Missouri [ Mr. Vest], who is 
absent and who would vote against thismotion. I therefore withdraw 
my vote. 

Mr. COCKRELL. My colleague [Mr. Vest] is necessarily detained 
from the Senate Chamber by illness. He is paired with the Senator 
from Kansas [ Mr. INGALLS]. 

Mr. CAMDEN (after having voted in the negative). .I am paired 
with the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT], whois necessarily ab- 
sent to-day; I therefore withdraw my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 24; 


and they were ordered. 


as follows: 


YEAS—22 
Berry, Cullom, Hale, Mitcheli of Oreg., 
a Evarts, Harris, Sawyer, 
Blair, Frye, Hawley, Whitthorne, 
Butler, George, Loar, Wilson of Md. 
all, Gorman, Logan, 
Cockrell, Gray, Miller, 
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NAYS—2. 

Aldrich, Conger, McPherson, Saulsbury, 
Bowen, Eustis, Manderson, Sherman, 
Brown, Gibson, Palmer, Spooner, 
Chace, Hampton, Payne, Teller, 
Coke, Harrison, Plumb, Walthall, 
Colquitt, Jones of Arkasas, Pugh, Wilson of Iowa. 

ABSENT—30. 
Allison, Iiurst, Mitchell of Pa., Sewell, 
Beck, Ingalls, Morgan, Stanford, 
Camden, Jones of Florida, Morrill, Vance, 
Cameron, Jones of Nevada, Pike, Van Wyck, 
Dawes, Kenna, Piatt, Vest, 
Dolph, McMillan, Ransom, Voorhees. 
Edmunds, Mahone, Riddleberger, 
Fair, Maxey, Sabin, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. HARRISON. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next case on the Calendar will 
be stated. 

Mr. FRYE. One moment. 

Mr. HARRISON. I rose to make a request for unanimous consent 
that this bill might retain its place on the Calendar. 

Mr. FRYE. That is what I was going to ask. 

Mr. HARRISON. Many of us voted against the consideration of the 
bill on account of the statement that the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
SEWELL] was absent because of illness; and under those circumstances, 
for one I did not feel that it was right to proceed to the consideration 
of the bill, but I am in favor of the bill and in favor of its early con- 
sideration. Therefore I ask that it may retain its place on the Calen- 
dar for to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


If there be no objection the bill will 
retain its place on the Calendar. 


EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 


Mr. LOGAN. I desire to call attention to Report No. 1082, accom- 
panying the bill (8. 778) to equalize the bounties of soldiers, sailors, 
and marines of the late war for the Union. On page 2, in the twenty- 
seventh line, the word ‘‘not’’ should be struck out, and on page 3, in 
the twenty-second line, the word ‘‘ deceased’ should be “ diseasesl.”? 
These errors make the report read awkwardly, and I ask for an order 
that the Public Printer may reprint it. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. If there be no objection the order to 
reprint will be made. 

ADMINISTRATOR OF RICHARD FITZPATRICK. 


Mr. BUTLER. Before proceeding to the next bill on the Calendar 
I ask that Order of Business 670, being’ the bill (S. 502) for the relief 
of T. M. English, administrator of Richard Fitzpatrick, be withdrawn 
from the Calendar and recommitted to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CONGER. I rise toa question of order. I am unable to hear 
what is said. Things may be said and done that we in this part of the 
House do not know. I ask that order may be preserved, so that what 
is being said and done may be known. 

‘The PRESIDENT protempore. Senators willresumetheirseats. The 
Senator from South Carolina was not heard by the Chair. 

Mr. BUTLER. I repeat. LIask that Order of Business 670, being 
the hill (S. 502) for the relief of T. M. English, administrator of Rich- 
ard Fitzpatrick, reported by the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. JoNnEs], 
April 14, 1886, from the Committee on Claims adversely, be taken from 
the Calendar and recommitted to the Committee on Claims. I make 
that motion. i 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from South Carolina 
moves that the bill named by him be recommitted to the Committee on 
Claims. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and the order is 
made. The next case on the Calendar will be stated. 


DISTRICT POLICE REGULATIONS. 


The bill (S. 1339) to amend the police regulations of the District of 


Columbia was announced as next in order; and the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider it. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia with an amendment, in line 5, after the word ‘‘therefor,’’ to insert 
‘*by the police authorities of the District;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That whenever any female under the age of twenty-one years 
shall be found in any house of ill-repute, or soliciting vice upon the streets or 
elsewhere, she may be arrested therefor by the police authorities of the District, 
and, under the order of the police court of the District of Columbia, be sent to 
the House of the Good Shepherd, in the city of Washington, in said and 
be there required to labor at some suitable employment and to receive instruc- 
tion and practical training; and for the support of such females in said institu- 
tion, and in consideration of the agreement of said institution to receive said 
females, the sum of $5,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be paid to said institution. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
‘was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


CALIFORNIA SCHOOL LANDS, 
Mr. PLUMB. I move to reconsider the vote by which the Senate 
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passed yesterday the bill (S. 990) to enable the State of California to 
take lands in lieu of the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections found to 
be mineral lands. Perhaps the bill should be amended. I do not care 
to press the motion now; I only want to have it entered now, so that 
the bill may be subjected to inspection. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill has gone to the House of 
Representatives. Does the Senator ask for its return? 

Mr. PLUMB. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Themotionto reconsider will be en- 
tered, and the bill will be recalled from the House of Representatives. 


REGISTERS TO FOREIGN-BUILT VESSELS. 


The bill (S. 805) to authorize certain foreign-built steamships in the 
service of the International Navigation Company to be registered as 
vessels of the United States was announced as next in order. 

Mr. FRYE. I object to the consideration of that. 

Mr. CONGER. Then it goes over to the Calendar under Rule IX. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Under Rule IX. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I ask that Senate bill 805 may go over without 
prejudice, not losing its place on the Calendar. 

Mr. CONGER. Thatbill can not be considered in the morning hour. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I do not ask to have the bill considered, only 
that it may go over without prejudice. 

Mr. CONGER. I think it had better go under Rule IX. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will take its place on the Calen- 
dar under Rule IX. 


TRUSTEES OF DISTRICT REFORM SCHOOL. 


The bill (S. 1587) in relation to the trustees of the Reform School of 
the District of Columbia was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It provides that hereafter the chief clerk of the Department of Justice 
shall be, ex officio, a trustee of the Reform School of the District of Co- 
lumbia, with all the powers, privileges, and duties of other trustees of 
the school. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ACCOUNTS WITH RAILWAY COMPANIES. 


The bill (S. 511) to provide for the settlement of accounts with cer- 
tain railway companies was announced as next in order. 

Mr. CONGER. That embraces a large variety of subjects, and has 
been a matter of considerable discussion and examination before com- 
mittees. I do not think it can. be settled in the morning hour with 
justice either to the companies or to the Government. It provides for 
a settlement and payment of balances. 

Mr. BROWN. Iask unanimons consent to make a very short state- 
ment and I think the Senator will not make the objection. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Georgia asks 
unanimous consent tomakeastatement inrespect tothis bill. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. BROWN. At the conclusion of the war there was a very large 
amount of railroad rolling-stock in the hands of the Government that 
had been used in what were known as the rebel States. The gauge 
there was 5 feet and the gauge over the North and West was 4 feet 4! 
inches. The rolling-stock had been made in a hurry, as the exigencies 
ofthe Governmentrequired. Itwasnot, therefore, of very superior qual- 
ity. There was over $7,000,000 worth of it, and the Government wanted 
to get rid of it. The rolling-stock had been destroyed on so many of 
the Southern railroads that they were obliged to take rolling-stock on 
any terms they could get it. 

It was very important to the whole country that commerce should 
be reopened and transportation revived between the two sections of 
the Union. A board was appointed to value this rolling-stock and let 
the different roads have it. As reported again and again here in dil- 
ferent reports from the committees of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, the rolling-stock was valued at a price in many instances 
higher than the Government originally gave for it, and it was generally 
admitted to be valued at at least 25 per cerft. above its value if it had 
been put on the block and sold for cash. 

In 1871 passed an act that applied to a number of these 
railroads giving them a reduction which amounted to 25 per cent. 
Again, in 1875, another act a relieving another batch of the 
roads, and they got the same reduction of 25 per cent. on the amount 
of the valuation which had been put on the rolling-stock by the com- 
missioners. In 1877 the last act was passed that has been enacted on 
the subject, which applied to the Western and Atlantic Railroad of 

ia, and it received the same reduction of 25 per cent. 

So then there has been a reduction allowed by three different acts 
passed by the Congress of the United States. The reductions up to 
1877, as stated in Mr. Hartridge’s report from the Judiciary Committee 
of the House of Representatives, amounted to over $5,000,000 on the 
original investment and there was only a little over $7,000,000 of the 
whole original investment. Therefore five-sevenths of it has already 
been acted on, and that allowed to the Western and Atlantic Railroad 
is to be added to the amount, so that the great bulk of it has already 
been settled on that particular . 

There was an act passed that referred to the Mobile and Ohio road 





1886. 
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that was the same as the others, allowing the Secretary of War and the 
Attorney-General in their discretion to make a settlement at a reduc- 
tion of not more than 25 per cent. ; but it was found that that company 
had paid within a small per cent. of the entire investment, so that if 
the settlement was made on 25 per cent. there would be a balance due 
to the company, and there was no appropriation to meet that balance, 
and therefore they could not make the settlement. The matter was 
reported back, and during the last Congress, as I recollect, and I think 
correctly, a bill was by the Senate for the relief of that partic- 
ular company, but I think it was not reached and acted on in the other 
House. Every report that I have learned anything about that has been 
made on this question from first to last has always been favorable to 
the settlement. 

This bill covers the rest of the companies in one measure, so that that 
shall be the end of it, and gives two years within which the adjust- 
ment and settlement may be made; and after that, as I understand, if 
any company does not apply it will be barred by the statute of limit- 
ations. It provides, also, that where the payment has been made, as 
in the case of the Mobile and Ohio Company, for more than 75 per 
cent. of the whole amount, then the balance may be refunded to the 
company, so as to put them all on the same basis. We simply ask 
now that the remaining companies shall be settled with on the same 
basis that has been allowed to nearly six-sevenths of the whole amount 
up to this time, and let that dispose of the whole question. Other- 
wise, bills will continue to come in here in behalf of each one of the 
three or four companies still left behind. This will dispose of the en- 
tire question, leaving the Secretary of War and the Attorney-General 
to look into and investigate the whole matter. 

In that state of the case I appeal to my friend from Michigan to 
withdraw the objection and Jet this bill pass. 


Mr. CONGER. I think the very statement shows that this ought 


not to be left to two men and money appropriated out 0° the Treasury 
without something before Congress. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goes 
over under the rule. 
Mr. BROWN. Relief has been granted in cases of like character. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill is passed over. : 

Mr. BROWN. - The bill I suppose will go on the other Calendar under 
the objection. I appeal to the Senator now to consent that it may re- 
tain its place on this Calendar, and ask him to look into the report and 
satisfy himself before it comes up again. I am sureif the Senator will 
read the report and look into the whole matter he will have no objec- 
tion. I simply ask that the bill be permitted to retain its place with- 
out prejudice on this Calendar. 

Mr. CONGER. It will be subject to the same objection when it 
comes up again ? 

Mr. BROWN. Of course it will be. 

Mr. CONGER. ‘Then I shall not object that it shall hold its place. 

Mr. BROWN. I simply ask that it hold its place, and I ask the 
Senator to be kind enough to read the report and then I think he will 
waive all objection. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
by the Senator from Georgia. 

JAMES D. REMY. 

The bill (S. 736) granting a pension to James D. Remy, was an- 
nounced as next in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This, being reported adversely, will 
be placed on the Calendar under Rule LX. 

TIMOTHY KIBBY. 

The bill (S. 775) granting arrears of pension to Timothy Kibby, was 

announced as next in order. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

same order will be made. 
OFFICERS OF SIGNAL SERVICE. 

The bill (S. 976) for the relief of certain officers of the Signal Service 
was i asin Committee ofthe Whole. It provides that the ex- 
penses of operating and keeping in repair the northwestern section of the 
United States military telegraph lines (from Bismarck to Fort Ellis, and 
connections), constructed under the act of Congress approved June 20, 
1878, which, between the 20th of June, 1878, and the 30th of June, 1883, 
may have been paid out of moneys received from dispatches sent over 
that section, be authorized and allowed; and the several officers mak- 
ing such payments are entitled to and shall receive proper credit there- 
for upon examination of their respective accounts. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


H. K. BELDING. 
When Order of Business 251, Senate bill 127, was 


The order will be made as requested 


This, being reported adversely, the 


Mr. SPOONER. 





i 


} month, 
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The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. 127).for the relief of H. K. 
Belding. It provides for the payment of $1,566 to H. K. Belding, of 
Minnesota, for carrying the mails of the United States between the 
years 1858 and 1862. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The report will be read. 

Mr. SPOONER. I will state to the Senator from Missouri that this 
claim has been reported upon favorably by a number of committees. 
It was reported favorably by the Committee on Claims of the House of 
Representatives at the first sessions of the Forty-fifth, Forty-sixth, Forty- 
seventh, and Forty-eighth Congresses. It was reported favorably by the 
Committee on Claims of the Senate in the last Congress and passed both 
Houses, but passed too late to be presented in time to the President for 
his signature. The report of the Committee on Claims is unanimous. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Missouri ask 
for the reading of the report? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let part of it be read at least that we may see 
what it is. 

The Secretary read the report submitted by Mr. SPOONER February 
24, 1886, as follows: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 127) for the re- 
lief of H. K. Belding, have had the same under consideration, and respectfully 
report: 

This claim was reported upon favorably by the Committee on Claims of the 
House of Representatives at the first session of the Forty-fifth, Forty-sixth, and 
Forty-seventh Congresses, and was reported upon favorably, with amendment, 
at the first session of the Forty-cighth Congress. It was also reported upon 
favorably by the Senate Committee on Claims at the first session of the Forty- 
eighth Congress. 

The last-named report was as follows: 

* They find that said H. K. Belding was contractor on mail route No. 13585, 
from Brownsville, Minn., to Carimona, in the same State; that the contract was 
for four years from July 1,1858. The contract price for carrying the mail on 
this route was $1,800 perannum. Mr. Belding performed the service under the 
contract until May, 1859, and was paid the contract price therefor. In 1859 there 
was a failure of sufficient appropriation for this route, and an order was issued 





| by the Post-Office Department reducing the service on the same one-third. 


“ There was some correspondence between the contractor and the Post-Office 
Department about continuing the full service, and the contractor was informed 
there was no objection, except there was no money to pay until Congress con- 
vened an] made an appropriation. 

“Mr. Belding did perform full service from May 1, 1859, to October, 1860, and 
has received but two-thirds of the contract price therefor,and claims that hav- 
ing rendered the service in good faith he should receive the full compensation 
named in his contract. 

“ This full service was performed for seventeen months after the order of re- 
duction,and at the contract rate Mr. Belding should have received $150 per 

He did not receive hut $100 per month, and he asks to be paid $50 per 
month additional, or $850 for the service so performed. 

“The service having been performed with the knowledge of the Department 
and for the manifest benetit of the community, the committee think it jst and 
equitable that Mr. Belding should be paid for the service actually performed 
the contract price for the same. 

“ They therefore recommend the payment to Mr. Belding of the sum of $850 
for the seventeen months of service as above stated. 

“Mr. Belding makes an additional claim, and the committee find the follow- 
ing faets : 

* Prior tothe Ist of October, 1860, the route from Brownsville to Carimona was 
extended, and the contract with Belding annulled. Mr. Belding complainedto 
the Department that he had left a good business and made large inyesimentsto 
perform his contract,and would suffer very great injury if compelled to give it 
up. He was informed that he would be reinstated and his contract renewed. 
The service at this time was lessened 5 miles at one end of the route and in- 
creased 12 miles at the other,and the compensation was increased $110 per year. 

** Negotiations continued between Mr. Belding and the Post-Office Department 
from October 1, 1850, to February 14,1861, four months and fourteen days, when 
the contract was renewed with Mr. Belding. During this four months and 
fourteen days Mr. Belding performed the service and has received no pay there- 
for. This route over which Mr. Belding performed the service had been in- 
cluded in a much larger one and let to other parties. They never performed 
any service upon it, but collected the pay under their contract forthe service 
performed by Mr. Belding. 

“It clearly appearing that the original contract with Mr. Belding was annulled 
for no fault or omission on his part; that he continued to perform the service in 
good faith under the assurance that he would be reinstated; that his doing so 
was well known to the Post-Office Department, and that he was subsequently 
reinstated, we are of the opinion that the payment to other parties for this serv- 
ice, under the circumstances, should not relieve the Government from paying 
Mr. Belding therefor. We therefort report back the bill without amendment, 
said bill including payment of the two sums allowed by the committee, and 
recommend that the bill pass.”’ 

Your committee concur in the above report and recc mmendations, and ree- 
ommend that the bill do pass. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I donot think there is any justice in that portion 
of the claim increasing it from $850. “The $850 seems to be a merito- 
rious and justclaim. The balanceis a payment duethis man, but which 
the Government has at some time paid to other parties who seemed to 
beentitled to it. I think it is adouble payment, which is neither jast 
nor right. I move an amendment in line 5 of the bill by striking out 
$1,566 and inserting $850. 

Mr. SPOONER. It is true as stated by the Senator from Missouri 
that the Government paid another party for the service mentioned in 
this last item, but it was improperly paid, and this claimant, then a 
very old man, performed the service. There is no question about that, 


reached by the Senate yesterday I was out of the Chamber, and it was | and he performed the service acceptably to the public and with the 


passed over with the understanding, as I am informed, that it should | knowledge of the Department. 


not be 


on the Calendar. 
The 


ENT — tempore. TheSenator can move to take it up. 
Mr. SPOONER. I ask that it be now taken up. 
The ENT pro tempore. 


PRESID. 
that the Senate take up the bill named by him. 


The fact that the Government erro- 
neously paid some other party ought not to preclude him from receiv- 
ing the sum to which he is equitably entitled. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 


The Senator from Wisconsin moves | proposed by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL]. 


The amendment was rejected. 








4618 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
DAVIDSON DICKSON AND OTHERS. 


The bill (S. 290) for the relief of Davidson Dickson and others was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for the pay- 
ment to the following-named persons, or to their legal representatives, 
of the amounts due on their contracts with the United States, as ap- 
pears by certified accountson file in the Treasury Department, namely: 
to Davidson Dickson, $40; to W. B. Daniels, $28; to J. C. McCrary, 
$12.50; to A. Pike, $100; to James A. Ralston, $771.25; to E. E. Raw- 
son, $246.33; to M. Sparks, $100; and to trustees of Odd Fellows’ 
Lodge, Pulaski, Tenn., $64.16. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Claims with an amend- 
ment, in line 13, before the name ‘‘ James A. Ralston,’”’ to insert ‘‘es- 
tate of ;’’ so as to read: 

To estate of James A. Ralston, $771.25. 


Mr. CONGER. Will some one state what these services were for and 
when they occurred? I will not ask for the reading of the report if 
some one will state what the services were and when they were ren- 
dered. 


Mr. GRAY. I ask to have the report read. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Gray 
March 3, 1886: 


The Committee on Claims,to whom was referred the bill (S. 290) for the relief 
of Davidson Dickson and others, submit the following report: 

The claims made by the respective parties mentioned in the bill, to wit, Da- 
vidson Dickson, W. B. Daniels, J. CO. McCrary, A. Pike, James A. Ralston's es- 
tate, I. FE. Rawson, M. Sparks, and the trustees of the Odd Fellow's Lodge, 
Pulaski, Tenn., are all for rent. In support of their claims they file the original 
vouchers which they received, and in each one of which the certifying officer 
certifies that the United States is debtor to the party named for rent of certain 
described premises for the sum named in the bill; that the account is correct 
and just; that the services were rendered as stated; that they were necessary 
for the public service and are reported as required by the Army Regulations. 
—— vouchers are all in duplicate on form 22, as prescribed by the said regu- 
ations. 

All of the said accounts have been presented to the Third Auditor for settle- 
ment and have been disallowed by him for the reason that by the act of Febru- 
ary 21, 1867 (volume 14, United States Statutes at Large, 397), it is provided 
that the act of July 4, 1864, shall not be construed to authorize the settlement of 
any claim for supplies or stores taken or furnished for the use of or used by the 
armies of the United States, nor for the occupation of or injury to real estate, nor 
for the consumption, appropriation, or destruction of or damage to personal 
property by the military authorities or troops of the United States, where such 
claim originated during the war for the suppression of the Southern rebellion 
in a State or part of a State declared in insurrection by the proclamation of the 
President of the United States dated July 1, 1862, or in a State in which, by an 
ordinance of secession, attempted to withdraw from the United States Govern- 
ment. 

Under said act of February 21, 1867, the Departments have declined to pay any 
claims originating in the insurrectionary States from the beginning of the in- 
surrection to the date of the President’s proclamation declaring the insurrection 
atan end, whether such claims arose under contract or otherwise. And thus 
all persons whose just claims are based upon an express contract between them- 
selves and the proper officers of the Government, made within the limits of the 
insurrectionary States, are forced to ap to Congress for relief. 

These claims arose out of contracts between the claimants and quartermas- 
ters, which were duly reported by such quartermaster, and claimants are, in 
~ cone, entitled to the amounts ed in their said vouchers and named 
n the bill. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the accompanying bill, insertin 
= words “ estate of’ before the words *‘ James A. Ralston,” in the thirteenth 
ine. 


Mr. CONGER. I do not find in the report anything in regard to the 
character of these men or the manner of taking the property. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 2 o’clock having ar- 
rived 

Mr. COCKRELL. One moment. I happen to be familiar with this 
class of cases. They are claims for rent after the actual close of hos- 
tilities, where contracts were made between the parties, and no ques- 
tions of loyalty came up at all, and were reported for allowance; but 
Congress in 1867 passed the act of February 21, which prevented the 
Departments from paying them, and the Departments simply refused 
to pay them. As they are right, the only relief is here. 1 suppose 
there have been fifty such bills passed. 

Mr. CONGER. I think these cases were familiar to me for years 
back in the House. The time has passed, however, for this bill to-day. 
Let it go over until to-morrow. 


WILLIAM P. SQUIRES. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I desire to ask the reconsideration of the vote by 
which the Senate concurred in the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the bill (S. 1227) granting an increaseof pension to William 
P. Squires. Without attention being called toit, the Senate concurred 
in the House amendment. I desire to have that vote reconsidered. 

The PRESIDENT pro If there be no objection the motion 
to reconsider will be en 6 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I desire to have it reconsidered at this time, and 
the bill with the amendment referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can be done by unanimous con- 
sent. ° 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I ask unanimous consent that it may be disposed 
of. It is a small matter. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there beno objection the vote by 
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which the amendment of the House of Representatives was concurred 
in will be reconsidered, and the bill, with the amendment, will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONGER. Now I want to know what the request of the Seng. 
tor from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] was. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Nebraska sy})- 
mitted a motion to reconsider the action of the Senate on concurring 
in a House amendment to a pension bill with a view to have it referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. That order has been made. 

Mr. CONGER. All right. 


LABOR ARBITRATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will lay before the Sen. 
ate the unfinished business of yesterday, being the bill (S. 1886) fo; 
the relief of soldiers of the late war honorably discharged after six 
months’ service who are disabled and dependent upon their own labor 
for support, and of dependent parents of soldiers who died in the sery- 
ice or from disabilities contracted therein. ‘The pending question jis 
on the amendment proposed by the Senator from New Hampshire [ Mr. 
BLAIR] to the amendment proposed by the Senator from Nebraska 
[Mr. VAN Wyck]. 

Mr. COKE. I gave notice yesterday that at the conclusion of ihe 
morning hour to-day I would ask unanimous consent of the Senate to 
lay aside temporarily the pending order for the purpose of taking up 
House bill 7479 (Order of Business 553) in order that I might submit 
some remarks upon it. I now make that motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the request 
made by the Senator from Texas? 

Mr. CONGER. The request was not heard here. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Texas asks unani- 
mous consent that the peuding business be informally laid aside that 
he may make some remarks on another subject. Is there objection? 
The Chair hears none. 

The Senate, as m Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (H. R. 7479) to provide a method for settling controversies and 
differences between railroad corporations engaged in interstate ani 
Territorial transportation of property or passengers and their employ¢s 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, I shall vote for the bill as it came from 
the House, because I believe it the best, with one or two amendments 
which will be proposed, that our present experience enables us to formu- 
late. After a while we may and doubtless will be able to do better, 
but I have heard nosuggestion of what seems to me to bean improvement 
as yet. There is nothing compulsory in this bill; it contemplates only 
voluntary action. It proceeds on the assumption that both labor and 
capital are averse to conflict as disastrous and dangerous to both, and 
desirous of harmony as being in the interest of both, and offers the only 
means yet suggested of compromising difficulties between the organi- 
zations representing these great forces—that of arbitration—the Ciov- 
ernment agreeing to pay the expenses of the proceedings. In the very 
nature of the case there is, and can be, nothing compulsory in such a 
proceeding, and therefore there is nothing coercive in the bill. The 
submission to arbitration, and every subsequent step contemplated by 
the bill, even to a compliance with the award, is purely voluntary, and 
necessarily so, because specific performance would be impossible of en- 
forcement upon either party. 

The laws as they now stand and are administered in the courts are 
framed to meet every conceivable case where compulsion is necessary, 
and the executive officers of the State and National Governments are 
ready to enforce them under the mandate of the courts. This field is 
already fully occupied by a system of jurisprudence the growth of 
many centuries, which justly claims to furnish a remedy for the asscr- 
tion of every right and a method of redress for every wrong, with am- 
ple power to enforce its judgments and decrees. It is outside of this 
field that this bill proposes to operate. The matter of individual and 
corporate rights and wrongs and the methods of redress it is true are 
incidentally involved, but are not the primary objects proposed to be 
acted on. 

The great contests between organized capital and organized labor 2s 
represented by railroad corporations and their employ¢s engaged in in- 
terstate commerce, to which. alone the provisions of the House bill are 
applicable, involve interests vastly greater than those of the immediate 
parties to the conflicts, and these are the interests of the great public 
whose commerce and system of exchange, upon the orderly administra- 
tion and flow of which the comfort and eo and fortunes of mill- 
ions may and does depend, is not infrequently obstructed and impaire(, 
if not destroyed, by them. Recent experience in the Southwest proves 
the necessity for some measure of protection for the interests of the 

blic against the disastrous results certain to follow a widespread o!- 
Tision between organized laborand capital. The States can preserve the 
peace within their borders. The State courts can try and condemn an‘ 
punish for violations of criminal laws, and by their judgments and (\v- 
can adjust and settle civil rights of action, but there is no reme!y 
the wrong done the general public, upon whom falls the great bulk 


the damage from these disturbances. It makes no differ- 
hich party sight o which is wrong, the damage to the public 
inevitable the same. 


ae 8eg 


1886. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





The highest public interest, as well as the best interest of both labor 
and — is to be found in harmonious relations and mutual confi- 
dence between the two, and any measure which is a single step in the 
direction of promoting this end, such as arbitration proposed by this 
bill, is worthy of a fair trial. It is in the interest of the laborer whose 
union or organization has no standing in court, and can not plead or 
be impleaded in prosecution or defense of his individual rights, and 
whose poverty can not brook the expense and delay of litigation in 
courts against the wealth and power of great corporations. The tribu- 
na) established by the bill recognizes the union, the organization of 
labor, and permits and invites its representation of its individual mem- 
bers, giving to each of them the protection of the power of the whole, 
which is denied in the courts where each individual must stand on the 
merits of his own case. Nor is it less in the best interest of capital 
which finds its widest margins and most profitable fields, where labor is 
the best cared for and is consequently the most contented. And it is 
in the promotion of harmony and healthful co-operation between labor 
and capital by the peaceful arbitration and settlement of differences 
that strikes and disturbances are averted and avoided with all their 
resultant injury to the public, as well as the parties directly concerned. 

The bill is founded, and as I believe properly, upon the theory that 
public opinion, the great arbiter and lawmaker and executive of laws 
in this country, is the only tribunal competent to deal with the conten- 
tions between the labor organizations and the railroad corporations. 
It will not do to say that we have courts, State and Federal, and mar- 
shals and sheriffs, and all the equipments for enforcing law and pre- 
serving order in a perfect state of organization and operation, and that 
nothing else is necessary, for we all know that something more is neces- 
sary. Stubborn facts, such as have recently transpired in Missouri, 
Illinois, and Texas, prove a necessity for some means which shall pre- 
vent such violent disturbances of the peace and such obstructions of 
the commerce of the country. After they have commenced, with the 
attendant bloodshed and destruction of property, and damage to all the 
material interests of the country, the ordinary and extraordinary 
powers of the judicial and executive branches of the State and National 
Governments, are admitted to be ample for their suppression and for 
bringing violaters of law to justice and punishment, but weall know that 
these do not prevent such troubles, for they do occur; and besides labor 
strikesare not only possible but of frequent oceurrence, in which no law 
is violated, a perfectly lawful concerted cessation of labor unaccom- 
panied by violence or intimidation, but which nevertheless paralyzes 
the business of the country and inflicts great damage on the public as 
well as loss on the parties directly concerned. 

The object of this bill is to prevent their occurrence, by providing a 
peaceful and reasonable method of compromising differences. Witha 
remedy by arbitration always open and accessible, public opinion -vill 
demand and coerce a resort to it. Neither party will dare decline a 
tender by the other of investigation and arbitration. To do so would 
be a confession of wrong, and would drive public opinion to the sup- 
port of the otherside: Neithercapital norlabor can antagonize public 
opinion, and neither will do it, for it is well known to the representa- 
tives of both that either with public opinion on its side, would score an 
easy victory over theother. The investigation provided for by the bill 
would turn light on the subject of difference and enable the public to 
determ’ne and locate the rightand the wrong ofit. The award of the 
board or arbitrators provided for would carry with it a moral force and 
the approval of a public opinion which would irresistibly compel its 
performance. In these considerations is found a conclusive answer to 
theobjection thatthe bill, containing no compulsory provision, and being 
purely voluntary in all its features, is destitute of force or effectiveness. 

This objection is in my judgment clearly untenable. If the sub- 
ject can not be dealt with in this way, it must be left as it is, to reme- 
dies already existing in the organization of our governmentsand courts, 
which, as we know, have repeatedly failed to protect the public against 
the consequences of the disturbances sought to be provided against. 
The object of this bill is to prevent and avert and provide against, the 
oceurrence of conflicts between railroad corporations and theiremployés. 
Existing laws provide only for their suppression in the instances when 
the laws are violated, after they haveoccurred. This bill seeks to pro- 
vide for maintaining intact the trained labor in the employment of 
railroad companiesengaged in interstate commerce, by furnishing free of 
expense to either party a method of settling differences between them, 
while existing laws leave such differences to culminate in strikes and 
the cessation and disorganization of labor, to the obstruction and hin- 
drance of commerce and the injury of the public, and does not then 
= —aete of the subject unless violence or destruction of prop- 

This bill proposes intervention between the railroad corporations and 
their employés in the general public interest, and to prevent disturb- 
ances which inflict great public injury in the stoppage or impairment 
of the methods and processes of interstate commerce, a subject which, 
by express grant of the Constitution, is within the regulating power 
and control of Congress, and the intervention is that of a peacemaker, 
which interferes with no personal or individual right, and neither invades 
nor tre upon the rightsof any State. I look in vain for the consti- 

without specification or definition against this 
bill. It does not pretend to interfere with State laws, or the right of the 
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States to deal as they now do with the individuals composing the labor 
organizations or the railroad corporations, or with the corporations 
themselves, for violations of State laws. It contemplates no single act 
derogatory to the power or dignity of the States. It touches no phase or 
aspect of the subject, which it is possible for State legislation to handle 
or control or regulate. It does not. act upon persons or individuals. 
It assumes neither right nor power to dictate to the bodies intended 
to be acted on what they shall or shall not do. It leaves that to be deter- 
mined by the parties themselves, who have agreed to abitrate, who will 
act in full view of a public opinion which has been enlightened by a 
thorough and impartial investigation, and which will be swift to con- 
demn wrong and uphold the right. The operation of the bill is outside 
of the realm of positive law which deals with individuals—is outside of 
State jurisdiction and State laws and State rights. It deals only with 
moral forces. It appeals to that highest of all tribunals in this country, 
an intelligent, well-informed public opiniot:. 

Nobody denies the power of Congress to regulate commerce between 
the States, and it does seem unquestionable that it is competent for 
Congress, in virtue of this power, to appropriate the money necessary to 
defray the expenses of arbitrations as provided for in this bill, to pre- 
ventand avert collisions which always hurtfully obstruct and frequently 
temporarily suspend or destroy interstate commerce. In virtue of the 
power ‘‘ to regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the several 
States and with the Indian tribes,’’ granted in section 8, article 1 of the 
Constitution, and ‘‘to makeall Jaws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying intoexecution the foregoing powers,’’ granted in the same 
article and section, we annually pass river and harbor bills appropriat- 
ing millions of dollars for clearing out snags, shoals, and sand-bars in 
the interior water ways of the country so as to facilitate the transit of 
commerce and the means of intercommunication between the States, 
and for the same purpose, as well as the promotion of foreign commerce, 
to deepen, improve, and render safe and accessible our exterior ports 
and harbors. 

Mr. Calhoun, strict constructionist that he was, freely admitted this 
power to be in Congress. Since the decision in the great case of Gib- 
bons vs. Ogden, reported in 9 Wheaton, in which Chief-Justice Mar- 
shall discussed and illuminated every phase and aspect of the clause ot 
the Constitution just read in, an opinion which from that day to this has 
been followed as the unquestioned law of the subject, it has been held 
that Congress possesses the power to reguiate foreign and interstate com- 
merce in all its branches, and that this regulating power extends over 
all the agencies and instrumentalities and subjects and operations of 
commerce, whether on sea, in the interior rivers or lakes, or on land, 
whether in boats or vessels or on railroads; and by Chief-Justice Waite 
in Telegraph Company vs. Texas (105 United States Reports), that ‘‘a 
telegraph company occupies the same relation to commerce as a carrier 
of messages that a railroad company does as a carrier of goods;'’ that 
**both companies are instruments of commerce, and their business is 
commerce itself.’’ : 

Mr. Justice Johnson, who delivered a concurring opinion in Gibbons 
vs. Ogden, said: 


Commerce in its simplest signification means an exchange of goods, but in 





the advancement of society, labor, transportation, intelligence, care, and the 
various mediums of exchange become commodities and enter into commerce ; 
the subject, the vehicle, the agent, and their various operations be2ome the ob- 


jects of commercial regulation. 


In virtue of the regulating power of Congress over commerce, bills 
have been recently reported from the Commerce Committees of the two 
Houses of Congress, and are now pending, giving national aid to the 
construction of a ship-railway across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, and 
a similar bill has been once before reported from the Commerce Com- 
mittee of this body. The proposed assertion of this power in aid of the 
construction of a ship-railway in a foreign country for the purpose of 
uniting the waters of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, would seem to 
justify the language of Justice Field, delivering the opinion of the Su- 
preme Court in County of Mobile vs. Kimball (102 United States Re- 
ports), when he said, referring to the power of Congress to regulate 
commerce: 

That power isindeed without limitation. It authorizes Congress to prescribe 
the conditions upon which commerce in all its forms shall be conducted between 
our citizens, and the citizens or subjects of other countries, and between the cit- 


izens of the several States and to adopt measures to promote its growth and in- 
sure its safety. 


If Congress may constitutionally appropriate money to clear out and 
keep openand safe and navigable our rivers and harbors and Jakes, to 
the end that the flow of commerce between the States shall be free and 
unobstructed, why may not money be appropriated as is done in this 
bill to pay the expenses of arbitrations to insure the safety, and provide 
against obstructions of commerce carried on land by rail? The power 
of Congress over the subject is the same whether the carriage is by land 
or by water, and that power has always been exerted by Congreas to 
remove obstructions and perils and hindrances to commerce in any of 
its branches, and it can not be denied that the purpose of this bill is to 
guard that portion of the commerce of the country carried by rail, con- 
stituting as it does at least four-fifths of the whole, against embarrassing 
and hurtful interruption. 

It is generally admitted that Congress has power to intervene be- 
tween railroad corporations and shippers and passengers, and see to it 
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that charges are reasonable, and this includes necessarily the power, if 
Congress chooses to exercise it, of prescribing what the charges shall 
be; and again that Congress has the power, if deemed wise to exercise 
it, as I believe it is, to prohibit a greater charge for a short than for a 
long haul. These and many other regulating provisions are to be 
found in the various interstate-commerce bills, which at one time and 
another have been discussed and passed, sometimes through one House 
and sometimes through the other of Congress, the two Houses never 
having yet concurred, however, in passing the same bill. These regu- 
lations assume that trains are running, that transportation is going on, 
that the car wheels are moving. If these stop, commerce is suspended, 
is pro tanto destroyed. To keep them moving would seem a primary 
and fundamental principle underlying all other regulations, because 
without it all other regulations are nugatory, and is therefore within 
the power of Congress, whenever that power may be exercised without 
trenching upon the rights of individuals, or the rights or powers of the 
States, neither of which I have shown is done in this bill. 

With the single exception of appropriating money to pay the expense 
of arbitrating and settling differences between railroad corporations and 
their employés, in order to provide against strikes, and the consequent 
disorganization of the trained and expert labor on our great lines of 
transportation, to the detriment and hindrance of commerce, there is 
no exercise of power in this bill beyond the authority granted the board 
of arbitrators to summon and swear witnesses, &c. The award of the 
arbitrators is not to be entered as the judgment of any court, is not to 
be enforced by judicial or executive process, is simply to be publicly 
announced by the arbitrators and filed with and proclaimed by the 
Commissioner of Labor of the United States. An arbitration is defined 
in the law-books to be, ‘‘a proceeding by private and unoflicial persons 
selected by the parties upon matters of difference submitted to them.’’ 
In all the statutes I have ever seen or heard of providing for arbitra- 
tion there are provisions for making the awards, judgments of ceurts, 
to be enforced as other judgments are, by regular judicial process. 

This feature, for reasons I have indicated, is necessarily absent from 
thisbill. The board of arbitrators having no power to enforce the award, 
and not even to adjudge costs against either party, for they are assumed 
by the Government, neither person nor property being affected in any 
legal sense by their action, are in no respect judicial officers, are only 
an advisory board, and the objection to the method of their appointment 
as being unconstitutional is clearly not well taken. The suggestion 
that a labor bureau of three commissioners be established here, and in- 
vested with the same powers proposed to be given arbitrators chosen by 
the parties themselves under the House bill does not meet the approval 
of myjudgment. A fixedand permanent board, appointed by the Presi- 
dent, to be a part of the executive branch of the Government, and re- 
siding in this at all times red-hot political center, could not fail to take 
on a distinct political character and complexion, when absolute non- 
partisanship would be essential to its effectiveness. 

This tribunal, located in this city, the focus and center of corporation 
influence and power, the theater of its greatest achievements, the field 
on which its great victories over the people in railroad, land, tariff, 
financial, and other class legislation have been won, surrounded onall 
sides by a demoralizing and undermining atmosphere, and, while thus 
domiciled in the very home and residence of one party, and under the 
very shadow of Wall street, is thousands of miles it may be from the 
other to be affected by the award and the public opinion to be enlight- 
ened by the investigation, would utterly fail, and justly too, to com- 
mand the confidence of the laboring people or the country, and would 
therefore be a failure as a tribunal for voluntary arbitration of differ- 
ences. Perfect fairness and impartiality between the parties in the con- 
stitution of the board of arbitration is an indispensable requisite to a 
successful operation of the plan, and this proposed permanent board lo- 
cated in Washington would be, although honestly intended otherwise, 
wholly to the advantage and in the interest of the corporations. For 
we can not suppose that three labor commissioners will withstand a 

wer whichit is well known has so oftendominated not only Con 

ut all the branches of the Government here, and if they should be able 
to do this, the impression that they would fall under corporation influ- 
ence could not be removed, and would as effectually destroy their use- 
fulness as if it were true. Such a board would at once assume the 
characteristics of a court in its proceedings and methods, and its bent 
and bias soon become known, and instead of going before it voluntarily, 
parties would prefer to goat onceintothe established judicial tribunals 
ofthecountry. I believe every State in the Union has onits statute-book 
a law providing for the settlement of causes of action by arbitrators 
chosen by the parties themselves, and the object of all these laws is to 
enable parties, when they prefer, to select their own tribunal rather 
than go into the established courts. 

The suggestion to take away from the parties the selection of the 
board ot arbitrators and vest the power of choice elsewhere, and to es- 
tablish the board thus chosen into a fixed and tone, seems to 
me to be destructive of the vital principle and of arbitration, 
and the erection of a new tribunal, which in its relation to this su 
would possess all the vices and none of the virtues of the 
courts. The proceeding by arbitration is eminently a domestic, home 
remedy, one dependent for its upon the moral influence of the 
fact that the award is made by arbitrators chosen by the parties them- 


we are now considering, when the character of labor required, and the 
cost of living and the res geste of the whole business involved in the 
particular case, ought to be familiar to those who sit as arbitrators 
The differences and disturbances aimed to be met by the proposed legis. 
lation, if general over the country, could not be investigated by one 
board, and if local should always be investigated in the locality where 
the troubles occur. The bill passed hy the House tenders to the par- 
ties at issue a remedy for the friendly settlement of their differences 0) 
the spot, without the delay of Washington bureau red tape, each party 
being authorized by its provisions to select one arbitrator, and the two 
arbitrators thus chosen to select a third as umpire. 


good. 





selves on account of their peculiar fitness for the business in hand, a1; 
this fitness comes usually from well-known high character as well as ) 
thorough knowledge of the matter they are called on to arbitrate, an, 
of all the facts and circumstances connected with it. 


These considerations apply with unusual force to such contentions 


a 


The remedy is omnipresent, and wherever a difference occurs is there 


to settle and adjust it. We are endeavoring to devise a plan whic) 
will encourage and invite and assist a settlement of disputes bet ween 
railroad corporations and their employés without delay, and the injury 
to the public and the immediate parties incident thereto, and it docs 
seem clear to me that a provision which enables the parties to select 
their own arbitrators, men of their own choice, would induce and pro- 
mote and accomplish this mode of settlement, and that the estab] ish- 
ment of a fixed and permanent tribunal, remote from the field of dis- 
turbances, regardless of what might be the desire of either party, would 
repel and disco 
all that has been said by the Supreme Court of the United States touch- 


it. While I do not propose to commit myself to 


ing the power of Congress in the regulation of interstate and foreign 


commerce, and especially mean, so far as my vote and action are con- 
cerned; here or elsewhere, to guard vigilantly against any interference 


with or invasion of the powers and duties and rights of the States by 
Federal authority, I can see nothing but what is in strict accord with 


the Constitution, and with the most liberal definition of State rights, in 


this bill as it came from the House. There is certainly no harm in the 
bill, and it may, and I believe will, if passed, accomplish a great deal of 
It is an experiment, of course, but one in my judgment well 
worthy of a fair trial. 

Organization is the order of the day in every department of human 
industry. Labor organizations are the counterpart of organizations of 
capital. The latter have produced the former, and both are the nat- 
ural outgrowth of a phenomenal increase in population, productiveness, 
and unequally distributed wealth. That these exciting causes will re- 
main in a growing and increasing form, and will continue to stimulate 
and enlarge these organizations, can not be doubted, and it is equally 
unquestionable that the stronger and more widespread the organiza- 
tions become the greater, will be the necessity for some measure for the 
settlement of differences between them. A law for this purpose can 
never be less necessary than it is now, with all the probabilities that 
it will be very much more necessary in the future. It does not meet 
the question to say, as has been said, that a remedy for the evils com- 
plained of may be found in an enforcement of existing laws, and an 
appeal to the ballot-box. The evils grew up under existing laws, and 
under the same ballot we now have. The people are the same, are 
moved by the same impulses, swayed by the same influences, imbued 
with the same passions and prejudices, and prompted by the same in- 
centives that have always actuated them. 

We must deal with the situation as it is, not as it might be or ought 
to be. The subject is one which can neither be ignored nor post- 
poned. Phil ic discussions over the causes which have produced 
the existing tion of affairs, coupled with admonitions to the peo- 
ple that if they will be wiser and more virtuous in the use of the bal- 

ot they will be happier and better governed, have their uses. but 
this subject requires more definite and specific and rapid treatment, 
and the bill as it came from the House is the best suggestion of a rem- 
edy yet made, in my judgment. 

The railroad statistics brought up to the end of the year 1884 by Mr. 
Henry V. Poor in his railroad manual, show the total number of miles 
of railroad in the United States up to that time to have been 125,57", 
more than 45 per cent. of the railroad mileage of the world. And the 
astonishing statement is made in the able and exhaustive report of the 
Senate Select Committee on Interstate Commerce submitted to the Sen- 
ate on the 18th of January last, on the authority of Mr. Edward Atkin- 
son, of Massachusetts, that “the railway property of the country con- 
stitutes one-fifth part of the accumulated capital of the country to diy. 
and it is farther stated in that report that ‘‘ there are 650,000 people 
employed in that service in the mere mechanism of the distribution o! 
products, without reference to those empleyed in construction,’ 2nd 
that the railroads of the United States move about 400,000,000 tons 4 
year, half of which is food and fuel.’’ These facts illustrate with uvac- 
swerable force the itude and importance of the subject we are now 
considering. The ity with which these facts are being intensitied 
and enlarged may be determined by the following which I read from 


the same report 
se poe lation to 1 mile of road completed by decades 
ieee 7s 194; in 1859, 2,705; in 1860, 1,087; in 1876. 781: and 





id 


ht 
t- 
ad 


- 
ut 
it, 
l- 


les 
nd 


1886. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 4621 








































And still the work of railroad building goes on with unabated vigor. 
In the face of facts like these, no higher duty rests upon Congress than 
to the extent of its constitutional power to provide against any hin- 
drance from any source of a commerce in which all the people of the 
United States are so vitally interested, millions of them even depend- 
ent upon it for such absolute necessaries of life as food and fuel—a pro- 
vision demanded no less in the interest of the great army of laboring 
people in this commerce, and of the owners of the vast capital 
invested in it, than in that of the t public they are serving. 

It may be assumed as a fixed and settled fact that the power to reg- 
ulate acommerce between the States and Territories of this Union, so 
vast in its proportions, and so interwoven with the routine business and 
every-day life of all the people as to be a part and parcel of it, as is that 
carried on the railroad lines of this country, will be maintained as a 
proper fanction of Government, and that both the State and National 
Governments, each acting within the sphere of constitutional power, are 
required by the people to put forth and exercise when necessary all their 
power to the end that this commerce shall go on unobstructed, unhin- 
dered, and unimpeded by dissensions between those engaged in carrying 
iton. This much is unquestionably demanded by the country, and 
nothing less will be accepted. Railroad corporations are public serv- 
ants and will be held to a rigid accountability for the performance of 
their duties as common carriers, and ought to be, strike or no strike, and 
those who obstruct them in discharge of those duties by the injury or 
destruction of property or by unlawful violence, or threats of violence, 
will and ought to be sternly dealt with as criminal violators of the laws 
of the state. 

The public interest is supreme and paramount, and this requires that 
the flow of commerce shall be free, and shall not be obstructed either 
by default or design. Nobody questions the right of any man, or any 
number of men, to throw down their implements and cease work at 
any time that he or they may desire or choose to do so. Nor can it be 
questioned that others willing to do the work have the legal and moral 
right with the consent of the employer, to take the vacated places and 
perform the labor free from violence or intimidation. A government 
which would fail to protect its citizens in the enjoyment of these un- 
questioned rights, would be a failure in a vital regard. Capital asso- 
ciates, and it is right and expedient that labor shall do the same. The 
condition of the laboring people of this country has been greatly ad- 
vanced and benefited by organization, as an abundance of high authority 
could be quoted to show. Indeed, the history of the labor question in 
Europe and America establishes beyond controversy that labor organ- 
izations, based on the fundamental idea of obedience to law and scrup- 
ulous rd for the rights of others, have more than all other causes 
castbinnk evebed and improved in every way their membership and 
tended to bring labor and capital into harmonious and just relations. 

The labor organizations of thecountry are in their infancy, are crude 
and untrained, but time will bring them the wisdom of experience and 
discipline, and place in the lead their most intelligent, conservative, 
and patriotic men, and send to the rear or expel from their ranks the 
rash, turbulent, and lawless, who when permitted to lead always bring 
about mischief and trouble. They will find out that it will not doto 
risk bread and meat for their families and the consequences of violated 
law upon the counsels of such men, but that patient forbearance, even 
under wrong, and obedience to lawjand respect for the rights of others, 
will bring to their support a solid public sentiment, which will join 

with and maintain them in demanding under the forms of law all that 
just and reasonable men can ask, and that the opposite course will al- 
ways isolate and defeat them. Many of the capitalists of to-day were 
laboring men a few years ago. Many of the laboring men of to-day 
will be capitalists a few years hence. The great mass of the American 


ernment. But all men must recognize the inexorable necessity of ad- 
hering to the Constitution and laws in dealing with it, for lawlessness 
and anarchy would aggravate the evil, would invite a stronger govern- 
ent, further removed from the people, and still more under the dominion 
of that power—would bring but another turn of the screw. 

No honest man can read the testimony on the files of the two Houses 
of Congress, taken by the various committees who have from time to 
time investigated the subject, without a feeling of profound indignation 
and disgust, that a vital necessity to the whole country, like our great 
railroad system, should be an instrumentality in the hands of a few in- 
dividuals for the systematic robbery of all the people of the country. 
That. it is so used is not a matter of conjecture, nor does it rest on the 
assertion of enemies of railroad corporations, but is shown by the testi- 
mony of some of the ablest railroad men and experts in the United 
States; some of whom for years have been engaged in the highest 
branches of railroad administration. Mr. Henry V. Poor, the author of 
Poor’s Railroad Manual, to whose testimony before the Senate commit- 
tee I have already adverted, and who will be accused by nobody of un- 
friendliness to railroad corporations, in his statement estimates that of 
the capital stock, bonds, and other evidences of indebtedness, issued by 
the railroads of the United States, amounting at the close of 1883 to 
$7,495, 471,311,, at least $2,000,000,000 represents what is known as 
‘* watered stock.”’ ‘ 

Mr. F. B. Thurber, of New York, a distinguished member and one 
of the directors of the Board of Trade and Transportation of New York 
city, one of the leading witnesses examined by the Senate Committee, 
in reply to a question propounded by Chairman CuLLOM as to whether 
he had definite information as to the amount of ‘‘ water’’ in railroad 
stock, said, on page 295 of the testimony: 

No, sir; Ido not think anybody has in particular. I heard Mr. Poor's esti- 
mate. I know there are so many instances where that is so very short of the 
mark that itis absurd. I think he said that the New York Central was about 
half water. Why,the New York Central had been watered three times prior 
to 1867-’68, and, at that time, tlrey doubled it. They put forty-seven millions of 
water into the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad in 1967-68, and 
they paid eight (8) per cent. dividends on that forty-seven millions until last 
year, which was the first year they dropped their dividends down. 1 think last 
po they paid 6 per cent.,and I guess they have now got down to4. I know 

have figured up what the dividends on that water had amounted to in thir- 
teen years, with interest compounded annually. It was $81,000,000. I think that 
that is a pretty good indication of where one hundred millionaires were made. 
That was for thirteen years on the watered stock of that road. I think I have 
a tabular statement of it here,if Iam not mistaken. It was only carried up to 
1881. In 1881 it was $75,049,000; and the next year, 1882, put it over $80,000,000. 


Other witnesses examined by the committee whose testimony is em- 
bodied in the report establish upon what seems to me to be clear proof, 
that at least one-half of the great aggregate just givenof railroad stock, 
bonds, &c., is ‘‘ water’’ and nothing more, and that Mr. Poor’s state- 
ment is greatly under the truth. 3 

I referred a few minutes ago to the statementof Mr. Edward Atkin- 
son, of Massachusetts, as to railroad values in this country as being an 
astonishing one. It is found on page 318 of the testimony, and. is in 
these words: ‘‘ One-fifth part of all the capital of the country, one- 
fifth part of all that has been saved from the hand of man and placed 
upon the land, consists of railway property to-day.’’ I ask when we 
contemplate the accumulations of sixty millions of people in cities, 
towns, and country, in houses and fences, in manufactures, in horses 
and cattle and other live-stock, and personal property, in money and 
bonds, and in values of all kinds on land and water, covering a conti- 
nent, and then, speaking in round numbers, the 130,000 milesof railroad 
in the United States, if the statement itself, assuming it to be correct 
as to face values, does not bear upon its face and in its body overwhelm- 
ing, unanswerable, and conclusive eyidence that the stock of these 


roads has been inflated and watered and rewatered many times over? 
people are laborers in some form of industry. All of them are free There are some propositions which the common mind can fathom as 


men, armed with the power of the ballot, and all aspire to an improved | well as the most learned expert, and this is one of them. In the cen- 
and bettered condition. The interests of the laboring men in good | sus year there were for each mile of completed railroad 23.8 square 
government are precisely those of all other good citizens. miles of area, 571 population, and 3,243 acres of improved land, and 

There has never been a time and never will be, when the sympathies | the average value of products of farms, manufactories, mines, quarries, 
of the great body of the people have not been and will not be found | and petroleum wells was $88,347 for each mile of road. A large pro- 
with the laborers and producers of this country, and opposed to the ra- | portion of the accumulations of wealth of the country is not embraced 
pacity and avarice of corporate power; but ours is a conservative, self- | under either of the heads constituting that aggregate. Yet this prod- 
governing, and self-reliant people, who feel and know that there is no | uct of one year of capital invested in its production is almost three 
liberty without law, and that obedience to law is the fundamental idea | times as great as the average cost of one mile of railroad, which Mr. 
of all government and all Jaw and all social order, and this they will | Poor, as I will presently show, estimates at $30,000. Deducting a 
always reat demand as a condition of their favor and support. | reasonable estimate of the value of the land actually used in the pro- 
Organizations of ing people for self-protection, advancement, and | duction of the aggregate of products for the census year, which is com- 
improvement, for securing for themselves a fair share of the profits of | paratively small in amount, and allowing for the enormous amount of 
the enterprises they labor in, through lawfal methods, will never fail other wealth not embraced in this calculation, it will be seen that rail- 
to command the active sympathy and support of the people, but when | road property, instead of being one-fifth part of all the accumulations 
used for purposes of aggression upon the rights of others, for attack in- | of value in this country, can not be over one-half, and is most probably 
stead of defense, for defiance instead of obedience to law, will not fail | not a dollar over one-third, of that amount, and that the difference be- 
toexciteodium and bring down swift condemnation. I yield to no man | tween this estimate and Mr. Atkinson’ssimply represents the ‘‘ water”? 
a greater abhorrence of the domination of money and corporate power | in therailroad stocks. [Railroad building only commenced in this coun- 
than I feel. I will go as far as he who goes farthest, by every consti- | try about fifty years ago. 
tutional method and means in opposition to it, because I believe it, as| Im 1830 there were only 23 miles of railroad in operation in the 
developed and manifested in this country in its corrupting power over | United States, For more than two hundred and fifty years this coun- 
ream juigre, governments, and the press, and in its power to | try has been developing, and its millions of hardy, enterprising, and 
plunder the people, a standing menace to liberty and free gov- | thrifty people Jaboring and struggling and saving up wealth. It is too 
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heavy a draught upon the credulity of the country to expect it to be 
believed th.t the comparatively few persons who have for fifty years 
only been building and operating railroads have honestly acquired one- 
fifth part of all the accumulations of value in the country. That they 
claim to have done so is certain. That the figures at which they value 
railroad property, stocks, &c., sustains that claim is equally certain. 
That they tax the people for transpertation on a basis established for 
the purpose of paying interest in the shape of dividends on the amount 
thus claimed to be railroad values is unquestionable, and that at least 
one-half, and most probably a considerably larger proportion, of the 
alleged values is fictitious, bogus, ‘‘ watered stock ’’ does not admit of 
a doubt or question. 

“* Watered stock ’’ means stock created by a stroke of the pen, costing 
nothing except the paper and ink used in making it, and representing 
not a penny of actual capital or value but which is added to the actual, 
bona fide stock which represents capital, and counted as part of the cost 
of the railroad, and freight and passenger rates are fixed high enough 
to pay dividends upon the whole, fictitious as well as real. Through 
this device, honest stockholders are defrauded and the people compelled 
to pay nearly double rates for transportation, because the corporations 
claim the right to fair profits or dividends on theentirestock, ‘‘ watered’’ 
as well as real. This watered stock, representing nothing but the 
wrong which created it, stands on the books of the railroad corpora- 
tions, in the stock markets, everywhere, on the same footing with 
stock honestly representing cash value, draws the same dividends, and 
commands the same prices, and the people are taxed in transportation 
charges to pay interest on it as if it represented full and honest cash 
face value. 

Through this process of fraudulently watering railroad stocks a per- 
petual mortgage for an amount greater than the entire national debt 
when at its greatest figure after the war, before its reduction was com- 
menced, has been placed upon the industry of the country, exacting 
from every person and every pound of freight earried its daily and hourly 
tribute. In order to give some idea of the methods through which 
stock watering is performed I here read from the testimony of Mr. 
Simon Sterns, representing the Board of Trade and Transportation of 
New York, given before the Senate committee, and found on pages 78 
and 79 of the volume of festimony. He says: 

The books of each railway company were a sealed mystery to all save the head 
of its book-keeping department. Each particular road had its own system of 
accounts. Indeed, it was testified before a railway committee that some $700,000 
expended during one particular year by the Erie Railway as a corruption fund 
and for legal expenses was carried to the india-rubber account, and thus found 
its way into the construction account. So that part of the construction account 
of some of these railways is what they expend annually upon legislative com- 
mittees, or in influencing or preventing legislation, and in the law courts. 

The New York Central Rallway Company in 1869 doubled its stock, watered 
its stock by 50 per cent. on the amalgamation or consolidation of the New York 
Central and Hudsor River roads, issuing $2 for one of the entire stock of these 
several companies. They had, therefore, after this consolidation, a stock ac- 
count which was out of all harmony with their construction account, and for 
ten years following, every year varying, from3 to 8 per cent. of thig water was 

artificially carried into the eonstruction account, so that eventually the con- 
struction account and the capital account balanced; and there is therefore a 
construction account wholly fictitious as to a trifle of $40,000,000 or thereabouts 
in the New York Central beoks. As a system of book-keeping it had to bal- 
ance, and therefore the balance was forced by carrying some years 3,some 5, 
and some 8 per cent. of this water into the construction account, as th h so 
much construction had been carried on that year, and eventually the t ac- 
counts balanced. In the same way the balances were forced in the Erie Rail- 
way Company when Mr. Gould took $40,000,000 of the stock of the Erie Rail- 
way Company out of its books, sold it on the street, and app the money 
to his own use, and there was not a dollar's worth of construction to represent 
it, and when a reorganization took place the balance of the Erie Railway Com- 
pany was forced to meet that violence done to the stock account. So that in 
some of these railway corporations their system of keeping accounts is a mys- 
tery to everybody outside of the corporation. 

Again, Mr. F. B. Thurber, of New York, on pages 274 and 275 of 
the volume of testimony, illustrates the operation of stock watering 
by a tabulated statement of figures showing that the dividends on 
$47,000,000 of watered stock put into the New York Central and Hud- 
son River Railroad, the same referred to by Mr. Sterne, with interest 
thereon from 1869 to 1884, both inclusive, amounted to $100,000,000. 
He concludes on this point by saying that if this stock which had pre- 
viously been largely watered had not again been watered ‘‘ the public 
would have been $100,000,000 richer and Mr. Vanderbilt and his as- 
sociates $100,000,000 poorer.’’ ‘‘Overcapitalization ’’ is the polite des- 
ignation for this method of plundering the people. 

The same gentleman in his testimony said: ‘‘ Excessive eapitaliza- 
tion operates as a mortgage upon the industry of the country whenever 
the power exists to impose rates for transportation which will yield 
dividends on watered stock.’’ The power to impose rates exists uni- 
versally with the corporations, except in the rare cases when competi- 
tion controls them. Pooling, which is now the order of the day among 
railroads, and is utterly destructive of competition, gives to railroad 
corporations power to exact full dividends upon their fictitious watered 
stock. It has become an axiom in railroad administration that when 
combinations is possible competition is impossible. 

Says Mr. Thurber on page 274 of testimony taken by the committee: 

In ee oes, HB is a a a. we _ Ker neree on | 
brought to with pe the greatest one — 
wrongs connected with the whole subject, eee 
fessional promoters have overloaded our railway th watered hoch, 
and have imposed upon the practical railway men of this country, who operate 
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these great highways, the a task of earning dividends upon this nm. 
of fictitious capital, and at the same time satisfying the public. Having th). 
overcapitali our transportation system, they endeavored by combinatio:, ;,, 
enforce rates which would yield dividends upon the entire mass of capital. 


The testimony of Mr. Poor, Mr. Stern, Mr. Atkinson, Mr. O’ Donne!| 
and all of the ablest and best informed men who came before the con. 
mittee, concurred that railroad property, on the basis of the actua| 
honest capital in it, pays better even in the hardest times than any 
other investment in the United States, and that all the trouble abou; 
it comes from forcing dividends on watered stock. From the beginning 
of time, the effort to get something for nothing has produced trou))|¢ 
and always will. Discussing this subject, Mr. Poorsays, in his mana} 
for 1884: 

The imerease of share capital and indebtedness of all the companies for three 
years ending December 31, 1883, was $2,093,433,054, the cost of the new mileag; 
as represented by share capital ‘and debt, being about $70,000 per mile. Th 


crease in the three years of the funded debts of all the companies was $ 


165,440; oftheir floating debts, $169,880,406; of the two, $1,094,045,346. It bes at 


probable that the cost of the mileage constructed in the three years equaled {he 
increase of funded and floating debts by at least the sum of $200,000.00). 1), 
cost of mileage constructed certainly did not exceed $30,000 to the mile. 71)), 
whole increase of the share capital, $999,387,208, and a portion of the find, 
debt, was in excess of cost of construction. If it be assumed that the cost j 
money of all the reads in operation in the United States in 1883 did not excee; “ 
as iteertainly did not, the amount of their funded and floating debts, $3 75> - 
410,728, the actual investment was a most profitable one. The net earninys 
for the year were $336,911,884, a sum equaling 9 per cent. on their cost. If the 
fictitious capital could be eliminated from theiraccounts, their success as inyest 
ments would have no parallel. 

This statement from Mr. Poor, than whom the railroad corporations 
have no abler or better friend, that tor the three years ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1883, the new railroad constructed was stocked and bonded fo; 
$70,000 per mile, when the actual cost of construction was only $30,(() 
per mile, showing $40,000 per mile of ‘‘ watered stock,’’ and that in a: 
hard a year as 1883 the actual capital invested in railroads paid 9 per 
cent. net profit, fully justifies the conclusion of his statement that— 

Tf the fictitious capital eould be eliminated from their aceounts, their s): 
as investments would have no parallel. 

Mr. Poor again says, on page 229: 

The introduction ef water into the share-capital of railroads, from the enor 
mousamount issued, is the chief cause of the condition of things of which so much 
complaint has been made, and which was the occasion for the appointment of 
your committee. After “ water” is issued the next thing is to make it valuable 
hy the imposition of exorbitant charges upon traffic passing over the roa cis iss): 
ingit. There have never been wanting carnest protests against this great wrong 
all to very little or no effect. 

To give value to ‘‘ watered stock’’ means in plain English to rob the 
publie in extortionate transportation charges, and the employ¢s who 
perform the labor on the railroad lines in reduced wages. Labor can 
not duplicate itself to meet this duplication of capital, nor can the pu!) 
lic protect itself against the wrongiul and dishonest exaction. 

It is the watered stock which brings down the per cent. of profit on 
railroad investments and forces them into bankruptcy, and the proceeis 
of this fictitious stock, the issuance of which is covered up in the intr- 
cacies of a system of book-keeping understood only by the few who 
keep the books, find their way into the pockets of the few high in au- 
thority in the corporations, who, in violation of official trust, detraud 
honest stockholders and plunder the public in amassing princely fort- 
unes for themselves. It is to give value to this fraudulently-issued 
stock and buoy it on Wall street, that dividends on itare forced by double 
charges on the public for transportation, ahd by cutting down the wages 
of labor. In order to keep up the value of stock the charges must be 
sufficient to pay interest on the bonds outstanding, because that must 
be paid first, and then to pay the dividends on the stock, so that the 
stock and bonds constitute the basis for transportation charges. 

Mr. Joseph, of Iowa, a witness before the committee, stated that the 
aggregateof the bonded debtand stock of the railroads of Iowa amounted 
last year, according to official reports, to $258,000,000, while the prop- 
erty of the roads upon which they paid taxes was assessed at on!) 
$30,000,000, and that the annual net profit of the reads was within a 
fraction of 5 per cent. on the first-named amount, orabout $12,000,000. 
which is exactly 40 per cent. nef profit on the amount they assess {01 
taxes; and it will be remembered that this profit was made during a 
period of unparalleled depression. Iread from the testimony, page 1/5) 

Senator Harris. Did I understand you correctly when I understood you to 
say that the stock and bonded debt amounted to $258,000,000 on your railroads” 

r. Joseru. Yes, sir. 
Senator Harris. And that the assessment for taxation was $30,000,000 


° 
Mr. lll Yes, sir. 


Senator Harris. A difference of $228,000,000? 

Mr. Joszen. The assessment is about one-ninth of the sum on which ! 
draw revenues. 

The assessment for taxes to the State about one-ninth of the sum on 
which their rates and charges are fixed and on which they draw reve 
nues. This statement as to the Iowa roads is believed to be equaily 
true as to the proportion of ‘‘ water ’’ in railroad stocks throughout the 
Seuthwest. 

I could multiply quotations to the same effect indefinitely from the 
mass of testimony before the Senate, but will not consume more time 
to do so. It is sufficient to say that all the testimony concurs in at- 
tributing to overcapitalization, or, in other words, to fraudulently issue! 
stock and bonds known as ‘‘ watered stock,’’ all the difficulties sur- 











in 


r- 
ch 
of 
ble 
Hu- 


he 
ho 
an 
b- 


on 


st 


he 
ed 


pp 


ia 
M), 
for 
ra 
6: 

to 


ia? 


on 
re- 


er 
uy 


he 
me 
at- 
ed 
ir- 


1886. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


4623 





rounding railroad administration, producing, as it does, a war between 
the and the railroad corporations, the former trying to protect 

ves from extortionate rates sought to be enforced by the latter 
for the purpose of making dividends on fictitious capital, or, to speak 
more accurately, on no capital at all. 

The mystery as to the mode of accumulating the colossal fortunes 
which in the last fifteen years have been amassed by leading railroad 
men is solved under the light of the undisputed facts, which show 
wholesale pillage of the public in the administration of the great trans- 
portation business of the country. These great railroad lines are as 
necessary to the civilization and commercial, social, and political life 
of the Republic as blood circulation is to the life of man, and disease, 
impurity, and taint in the latter is no more fatal to physical health 
than corruption and di in the management of the former is to 
the health of the body-politic. The duty of the government, State and 
national, is plain. Congress should no longer permit corporations in 
their own interest to e interstate commerce as they now do, to 
usurp @ function vested by the Constitution in Congress, but should 
itself by law regulate it in the interest of the public in a mod¢*which 
shall be fair to honestly invested capital. But the chief responsibility 
and the highest duty rest with the States which have chartered the great 
railroad corporations. These owe it to themselves, to their people, to the 
great right of local self-government which needs to be vindicated in this 
regard, to take hold of this subject in earnest and deal with it as its 
stupendous importance demands. The power is in their hands to apply 
the remedy.’ I read from page 52 of the testimony taken by the Sen- 
ate committee, from the statement of Mr. John O’ Donnell, a member 
of the board of railroad commissioners of the State of New York. He 
says: 

The prejudice against railroads will be pe re when railroads are honest 
or are made to be honest by basing their earn upon honest capital. | 

Senator PLatr. Suppose the stock of a oailcneet or any other corporation falls 
to a point where it correctly represents the cost—you say that some of these 
elevated roads have a nl largely in exeess of their cost—suppose the stock 
of such a railread s fall to a point that actually represented its cost or 
value, is there any ee know of that the State can oblige the company to 
reorganize on that basis? 

Mr. O’Donwews.. Probably not; but the State can limit their earnings so that 
itis a practical reorganization on a basis of honest capital. They can reduce 
the rates of fare and freight. 

Senator PLarr. Do you think it ought to be done? 


Mr. O’Dowwetw.. Certainly. I think raiJroads should only be permitted to 
earn a fair dividend on honest capital. 


I read again from the testimony of the same gentleman, on pages 48 
and 49: 


Senator Piatt. The ownership of the roads has passed largely out of the 
hands of the men who watered stock. Does that fact make any difference 
in mind as to the amount of earnings they should be allowed? 

Mr. O’DorNeEy. You have raised a difficult question, and one that, asa just man, 
Ihave considered very much. Wherea State, by legislative action, has legalized 
watered stock, it can not afford to repudiate it. Where there has been no legis- 
lative action I know of no rule of law or ethics which makes an investor in rail- 
road stocks stand differently from an investor in any other stock. I think the 
that no matter where a road is built, or for what purpose, 
when its stock or bonds are put on the market somehow they are guaranteed 
the better for all concerned. e commerce of the 
country must not be burdened to pay large dividends on watered railroad stocks, 
it being inimical to the prosperity of the common wealth. 

Senator Pratr, You think this question of watering is so well known that 
persons who buy railroad stock buy it with knowledge? 

Senator Hargis. With such knowledge as to put them on inquiry? 

Mr. O’Dowseu.. The courts have decided that aman buying stock must buy 
with his eyes open, and this is the way the public buy all other securities. 


I read from page 39 of the testimony, part of the statement of Mr. 
Se nae of Cie Sintoat 
New York: 


Senator Piatr. You think it isa matter a commission could deal with to 
whether, in a particular case where complaint was made, a railroad 

was charging too much? 
Mr. RocErs. ete that too much is being charged from 
a — = in which our commission deals with it is this: 
e take up question of the cost of the construction of the road, we find out 
how much it has taken to build it, how much stock and how many bonds are 


: 
: 


a 


out, and how much has gone in faith into the construction of the road. 
We then take their revenues and see whether those revenues are paying a fair 
rate, after the cost of hauling and handling are taken out, upon the cost of con- 


struction. Ifse, we reach the conclusion the general rates upon that road 
ought not to iv diminished under the guarentee the general railroad act. 
” * 7 - - a 


. 
Senator Piatt. In dealing with this question do you call the “cost of con- 


can not go into question as to whether they fe = Ea cee cir 
go as r more for rironor their 
ties than they really ought to have paid, but we do substantially get at the ques- 
tion what amount of money went in, and take out the “ water.” 

e company, in building the road, let the contract 
to a construction company in which parties interested in the building of the 
road were also interested, and made a large and unconscionable profit out 
of that do you consider that at ail? 

question has not been brought before us, although 

be embarrassing. Not having been brought before 

us I can not answer it, but a number of cases have been brought before us where 

to find out the = of construction, and we did it substantially. 
case 


The n point. They are stocked and bonded f 
$45,000,000, We found their actual cost of construction 80,000, and Com. 


i 


missioner O*Doanell found in his minority report that it was $22,350,000... 
T read again from 301 of the same volume of testimony, from the 
statement of Russell, chairman of the railroad commis- 


Judge 
sion of the State of Massachusetts. He says: 
Furthermore, our supreme court has always held very strictly the doctrine that 





railroad corporations are public corporations, created solely for the good of the 
=. and that they are to be dealt with accordingly. A great many years ago 

t Choate said to the Legislature: “Railroads are made for the people, and not 
the people for railroads;”’ and that idea has been adopted by the supreme court 
of this State. The doctrine that a railroad corporation is a public corporation, 
existing solely for the benefit of the people, and nof of the stockholders, has been 
stated by Chief-Justice Shaw and Justice Gray, who was lately our chief-justice, 
as strongly and as clearly as ever any Granger asked to have it stated. 

I now read from the report of the board of railroad commissioners ot 
the State of New York to the Legislature of that State. They say: 

A common carrier thuscreated becomes at common law a quasi public servant, 
bound, as the price of its privileges conferred, to carry all persons and property 
offered to it for a just and reasonable compensation, and with due regard to 
public safety and convenience. It is the right and duty of the State, either in 
the original charter or by subsequent legislative or other action, to see that the 
citizen has service to which he is thus entitled, to prevent railroads from as- 
suming rights and privileges not granted, to compe! the correction of abuses, and 
to — the performance of duties assumed. No less has the railroad at least 
a well-recognized, equitable right to insist that the State shall guard its prop- 
erty, that it shall be protected in the exercise of its chartered privileges, and 
that subsequent legislation shall not exceed the limits above stated. 

This position toward its citizens and toward its railroads the State ever and 
unceasingly occupies. For instance, the right conferred to impose and collect 
fares and freight rates is the permission of the State to exact from transporta- 
tionand commerce a tax in return for a public service required of and performed 
by the railroad. The amount of this tax in a just and equitable view and based 
on a public policy which duly regards good faith, and which is liberal enough to 
promote and sustain prompt, efficient, and constantly improving service on the 
part of railroads is that amount which will pay expenses and a fair return upon 
the capital of the corporation invested. To keep the tax within this limit is 
the duty of the State toward its citizens; to sustain it at this point is the corpo- 
ration’s right, in the enforcement of which the State ought not to interfere 


The States are under the highest obligation to protect and deal lib- 
erally with the actual honest capital invested in railroads. This is due 
to the corporations, their stockholders and creditors, no less than to the 
public honorand credit, but the obligation is equally binding and sacred 
to protect the public against the extortion and imposition practiced by 
thecorporations through theinstrumentality of fraudulently issued stock 
and bonds. There isnota railroad company in the United States except 
one who sestock has not been repeatedly watered and rewatered, and that 
isnot taxing the people nearly or quite double on transportation to pay 
interest and dividends on bogus, fictitionscapital. The Baltimore and 
Ohio is named by Mr. Thurber as an exception. ‘That corporation, he 
says, has never watered its stock, and he attributes its great prosperity 
to that fact. There is not a railroad corporation in the United States 
whose stock which represents actual capital honestly expended in con- 
struction and equipment, would not pay heavy dividends and be a mag- 
nificent investment. 

These conclusions are overwhelmingly established in all the testimony 
on the records of the Senate and House, and there is no dissent from the 
opinion that nine-tenths of the rate wars and other troubles between 
the railroad corporations themselves, and between them and the public 
grow out of ‘‘ watered steck.’’ This being the gteatdisturbing cause 
should be eliminated by the State governments, whose charters confer 
on these corporations therighttoexist. It makes no difference how this 
is done, whether through a commission with power to adjust the rates 
of freight and passage on the basis of the actual capital invested, dis- 
carding ‘‘ watered stock’’ from the estimate, or in some other mode 
which is just and equitable, so it is done. The evil will never correct 
itself, but if not dug up by the roots will grow from bad to worse. 
Whenever a corporation is driven through the instrumentality o! 
“‘watered stock’’ into bankruptcy and the hands of a receiver, and 
is settled up and its property sold out, the first thing done by the 
purchaser on reorganization is to water the stock again, and thus the 
process goes on, and the grip on the throat of the public is maintained 
without interruption. 

This crimeagainst the public will never cease until the people through 
their State governments, which alone can deal with it, shall make war 
upon it with earnestness, energy, and determination. Now that the at- 
tention of the country isattracted by recent disturbances to the general 
subject of railroad transportation in connection with the labor troubles, 
and the public mind is busy with the problem, it would be well while 
devising means to assure with absolute certainty the perfect freedom 
of commerce from embarrassment, obstruction, or hindrance, by pro- 
tecting railroad property from injury and railroad employés from vio- 
lence and intimidation, which should be done, if necessary, with the 
whole power of the respective States, also to consider and adopt the 
surest and best means of eradicating and wiping out that greatest of all 
evils affecting our railroad system, the prolific parent of all the evils 

| which besetit, ‘‘ watered stock,’ bogus, fictitious capital, and of placing 
| the railroad system of the country upon the honest basis of the actual 
capital invested in construction and equipment. 

Common justice and the public interest alike require that while the 
whole power of the state shall guard and protect railroad property and 

| franchises and employés against invasion, injury, or molestation from 
any quarter, that it shall also protect the people against extortion and 
oppression by the railroad corporations. The honor of our Govern: 
ment, State and national, is solemnly pledged to the protection of hon- 
est capital actually invested in railroad enterprises, in the enjoyment 
of fair and even liberal returns, but is pledged with equal sacredness 
to protect the people against the fraud and rapacity of the corporations, 
and oppressive and wrongful exactions upon their commerce. 

When laying its hands upon the laborer, who, under the exasperating 
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influence of evil counsels and real or imaginary wrongs, violates its 
mandates, the law must not shrink from a contest with the corpora- 
tions of its own creation, which coolly and systematically use their pow- 
ers to wrong and defraud the whole people. To command respect and 
obedience the law must act equally and alike upon all, upon the strong 
as well as the weak, the rich as well as the poor. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr, President, I do not rise to make a speech on this 
subject; but, inasmuch as the Senator from Texas has called up this 
bill and has advocated it in a very able speech, principally devoted to 
the watered stock of railroads, of which I have nothing to say, I desire 
to call his attention to some points, inasmuch as he is an advocate of 
this bill, without committing myself either for or against it if I can do 
no better. 

First, it proposes an arbitration. When? After commerce has been 
interfered with, and not before. That is objectionable in my mind. 

Second, after you arbitrate you do not agree in the bill that the arbi- 
tration shall be enforced. You provide that the trouble shall be arbi- 
trated, but provide no means by which either party shall have power 
to enforce the judgment of the arbitrators. That is all there is of the 
bill. The rest of it is mere machinery. 

Mr. COKE. If the Senator will allow me I will state—— 

Mr. BLAIR. I hope Senators will not allow this to pass into a mis- 
cellaneous debate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is proceeding by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senatcr from Illinois wished to make a remark. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask the Senate to give me ten minutes. 

Mr. BLAIR. I should object to its leading to a djscussion between 
Senators. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam not going to have a discussion. I did not get 
up to make a speech, but I rose for the purpose of saying that this bill, 
as reported by the Committee on Education and Labor, has three propo- 
sitions in it: First, to arbitrate after commerce has been stopped—— 

Mr. COKE. The Senator from Illinois will permit me to say that 
I think he is very clearly mistaken about that. 

Mr. LOGAN. Well, what is it? 

Mr. COKE. I have sent for a copy of the bill; I have not one be- 
fore me just now. 

Mr. LOGAN. L[haveit. It reads: 


Which differences or controversies may hinder, impede, obstruct, interrupt, or 
affect such transportation of property or passengers. 


Then they shall do what? Then they shall, on the application of 
hoth sides, arbitrate. That is, after the impeding has been done, then 
they shall arbitrate. 

I propose that they shall arbitrate before, that if a difference occurs 
they shall arbitrate before commerce is interfered with. 

But I have framed a substitute for the amendment of the President 
of the Senate and for this bill, which I propose to offer at the proper 
time. I concluded, inasmuch asthe Senator from Texas had taken some 
time in discussing the bill, to state briefly what my proposition is. I 
have only the framework of it; I was just completing it when the Sen- 
ator rose to speak; and for that reason I desire to state exactly what I 
shall propose when I get my scheme completed. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Have it printed. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will when it iscompleted. I am not going to offer 
it now, but I will state what I propose to offer as a substitute. 

First, I propose that a commission to be called the commission of ar- 
bitration shall be appointed by the President of the United States and 
confirmed by the Senate; that they shall be selected from men who un- 
derstand the industries of the country, the labor question, and those 
questions which have caused the trouble between em and em- 
ployés; that they shall not be partisans, but one shall be selected from 
one party and another from another and another from persons claiming 
no party organization, another one selected from the class of persons 
who are well verseg in transportation, and the other one selected from 
the class of persons known as the laboring classes of this country, so 
that all classes shall be represented, the commission being five in num- 
ber, and havea secretary, astenographer, anda messenger. Thesemem- 
bers shall as soon as appointed and ed meet and organize and 
elect one of their number as president of the board. That is the first 
proposition. They are to hold their term of office for three years, and 
receive an annual compensation of $3,500, the secretary $2,000, the 
stenographer $2,000, and the messenger $1,400. 

Their duties then shall be to examine into all cases where differences 
exist between employer and employé engaged in the ion of 
persons or property, and to make a report through the President of the 
United States to the Congress of the United States. Where the par- 
ties, as the House bill provides, agree to an arbitration, they shall sub- 
mit,their agreement in writing. In other words, they and their attor- 
neys shall in writing that these commissioners shall arbitrate the 
question. Then the commissioners shall have power to send for per- 
sons and papers, to swear witnesses and examine the whole case in 
® summary way and decide the question on principles of equity per- 
taining to the controversy. When a decision is made, that decision 
shall be filed in the district court of the United States for the district 
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in which the controversy occurred. When that award is filed betwee, 
the parties before the district court, it is to be spread on the record anq 
become a decree of the court, to be enforced as other decrees of the 
court. 

I propose to substitute that for this bill for the reason that there js 
no way provided in this bill for enforcing the decree. Under the Hous. 
bill you may arbitrate to-day, and to-morrow if I am a party I may 
say, ‘I do not care for yourarbitration; you have no power to provide 
for its enforcement; you make no provision for its enforcement ;’’ jt js 
a mere act of the parties after some trouble has arisen, and the whole 
thing vanishes if either side disagrees to it. 

My proposition declares that the parties are all to be heard by they- 
selves on their own oath if they desire and by witnesses and may }je 
represented by attorneys if they wish. Further than that, I make jt 
the duty of the gommission to investigate all controversies arising as 
the one did arise which perhaps caused the introduction of this }))), 
I provide whether these persons refer the question to’ the commissioy 
or not, whether they agree to arbitrate before the commission or not, 
that it shall be the duty of the commission to investigate the coutro- 
versy and report the facts so that the President shall refer them to 
Congress, that Congress may have some means of judging and knowing 
hereafter as to the manner of dealing with this question. 

Then I provide for the mode of summoning witnesses, for the pay of 
witnesses and officers serving process, and give authority to the com- 
missioners to send for persons and papers and have officers to execute 
subpcenas and bring witnesses before them, having the powers that a 
commission should have for the purpose of making proper examinations 

I provide also that the ex of an arbitration shall be paid by the 
Government of the United States where it does not exceed a certain 
amount; that witnesses and marshals shall be paid fees aceording to the 
fees now allowed by law to witnesses and persons serving process. 

I go further. I provide that the act entitled ‘‘An act to establish a 
Bureau of Labor,’’ approved June 27, 1884, is hereby amended so that 
the bureau shall hereafter be designated and known as the Jepart- 
ment of Labor, and that the Commissioner, in addition to the duties 
now required of him by law, shall be required to communicate with the 
various railroad companies and other co tions and associations of in- 
dividuals engaged in the transportation of persons or property, or engaged 
in any other of the industries of the country where they are carried on by 
a corporation or an association, and shall ascertain the number of em- 
ployés in each instance as far as practicable and the manner in which 
their labor is conducted and the character of the labor performed, and 
also as near as may be the condition, situation, manner of living, facil- 
ities for the education of the children of the laborers so employed, the 
relations of labor to capital generally, and also make comparative lists 
and statements as to the number of hours of labor required in the va- 
rious employments, and also ascertain the character of the labor and 
compensation in the various European countries, make up the statis- 
tics, make comparative statements of labor, the price of food, the price 


| of living, and make report to the Secretary of the Interior and through 


him to the an of the United States for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing properly all connected with labor and employments in this and 
other countries, so that we may legislate hereafter, if necessary, in 4 
manner that will be calculated to bring proper results. 

Mr. COKE. Will the Senator allow me to suggest that one of his 
objections to the House bill was that it did not operate until! aiter 
disturbance had occurred? I desire to read a clause of the bil! to show 
him that he is mistaken in that regard. The first section provides— 


That a “ars differences = controversies arise oo pufivend companies 
engaged wo or more 
States of the United between a Territory and State, within the Territories 
of the United States, or within the District of Columbia, and the emp! oyés o! 
said railroad companies, which differences or controversies may hinder, impede. 
obstruct, interrupt, or affect such transportation of property or passengers— 

Mr. LOGAN. Then they shall investigate. m3 

Mr. COKE. I read this simply to answer the Senator’s o}))«ction 
that the bill did not operate until after the obstruction had occurred. 

Mr. LOGAN. We will not discuss it now. That affects investiga- 
tion. What I said was that the provision of the bill was that where 
transportation was impedéd they might arbitrate. The Senator now 
refers to another matter. 

What I wish to say is that as soon as I correct one or two proy sions 
in eee that I have been preparing last night and this morn- 
ing, I ‘offer it as a substitute for the bill and amendments, 20d | 
will try to be prepared as well as I can when it comes up to aly at’ 
the proposition. 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS AND DEPENDENT RELATIVE-. 


Mr. BLAIR. I call for the regular order. 

The PRESIDENT tempore. The regular order is called for. 

The Senate, as in Gcomittes of the Whole, resumed the consiera- 
tion of the bill (8. 1886) for the relief of soldiers of the late war hon- 

discharged after six months’ service, who are disabled and de- 

pendent their own labor for support, and of dependent parents °! 
soldiers dhe died in the service or from disabilities contracted there). 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending amendment wi!! be 
read. ; 
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The Curer CLERK. The amendment proposed by Mr. VAN Wyck 
is at the end of section 1 to add the following proviso: 

Provided further, That no soldier under this act shall receive less than $8 per 
month. 

To which Mr. BI.ATR proposes as an amendment to strike out all 
after the words ‘‘Provided further’ and insert: 

That no pension paid under any law to any soldier hereafter shall be rated at 
jess than $4 per month. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. It seems to me from the discussion which has 
taken place on this bill that it comes before the Senate in a very loose 
form. There appears to bea greatdesire for information and a want of 
information which no member of the committee seems to be able to 
give. It is a very important subject, and the measure, if enacted, will 
necessarily take a large suta of money from the public Treasury. 

In order that the Senate may be thoroughly advised as to the result, 
the actual or approximate result, of its action if the bill should be 

and become a law, I desire for my part to have such informa- 
tion as will enable me to act intelligently on the subject. I therefore 
move that the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Pensions with 
instructions to investigate-and report to the Senate the approximate 
amount of money which will be needed from the Treasury to carry into 
effect the provisionsof the bill, so that the Senate may have full know]- 
edge of all matters connected with the bill, the amount of money 
needed, and that provision may be made in some way to raise the 
needed amountof money to carry out our pledges to the pensioners. 

I think the chairman of the committee and the Committee on Pen- 
sions generally should agree to such a proposition at once. The delay 
need not be very long. ‘The Pension Department will be able to give 
something like an approximate estimate, taking into consideration the 
number of persons who will probably call for relief under this bill, and 
it need not perhaps delay action on the bill more than a week or ten 
days, or perhaps even less. Certainly the Committee on Pensionsshould 
come to the Senate prepared to give us some information touching this 
subject. If the committee are unwilling to take that responsibility 
upon themselves, certainly the committee ought to give some Senator 
upon the floor the opportunity of making the investigation. I would 
even attempt to do it myself at the sacrifice of any and every other duty 
I may have here rather than be called upon to vote for a bill which I 
can not tell oneof my constituents what its effect will be upon the tax- 
= of the country. 

ile I sympathize somewhat with the bill, I submit that this is a 
piece of the blindést legislation with respect to the cost and the conse- 
quences to the tax-payer that has ever been brought to the attention of 
the Senate since Ivyhave been a member of the body. 

While I do not wish it to be ufiderstood in making this motion that 
I am attaeking the bill itself, at the same time I think it must be ap- 
parent to the mind of every Senator that we should pause and see 
where we are going before proceeding any further in this direction. 

Mr’ President, I now < my motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Jersey moves 
te recommit the bill with instructions, which will be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. The motion is: 

That the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Pensions, with instructions 
to investigate and report to the Senate the roximate amount of money which 
will be needed from the Preasury.to carry into effect the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. McPHERSON. One word more. There are several amend- 
ments pending in the Senate which tend in the direction of increasing 
the committée’s bill and others in the direction of decreasing it. If 
an approximate estimate, which would be sufficient for all the practical 
purposes of legislation, could be given on the basis of the committee’s 
bill, it would enable each Senator to form something like a correct esti- 
mate touching the effect of the amendments which propose to either 
increase or decrease the amount granted by the committee. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, the Senator from New Jersey is so 
kind and good, so anxious to be right on this matter, that I felt almost 
entranced into acquiescence in his motion. He is so ‘‘ child-like and 
bland” in his manner that I was nearly persuaded, until about the 
last of his remarks, that he was really for the bill and was in the honest 
and anxious oe of information. But I am compelled to remind 

the Senator this is a bill on which he has already once voted in a 
former that here is no new proposition, he is perfectly famil- 
iar with it, he has acted upon it once; he is not a new member of the 
Senate who is entirely ignorant of the contents of the bill and the data 
on which it is hased. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Did we have the information in the former 
Congress that is asked for now? : 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator had such information that he did not feel 
the necessity of calling for more. He was able to vote and did vote, at 
least I have no doubt that he did, and probably against the bill, as now 


he will under any circumstances whatever. This proposition was 

more or less, the idea itself, in the Forty-seventh Congress, if 
T recollect aright. It was pending in the Forty-eighth Congress during 
both sessions. It was finally discussed at very considerable length in 
the last session of the Forty-eighth Congress, and this precise proposi- 


tion was voted upon. 
XVII-——290 
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Application was made to the Pension Department for information 


touching upon the probable cost of this bill if it should become a law; 
and upon the propositions contained in the bill the Commissioner re- 
plied, as he very raturally might, as anybody must, that it was impos- 
sible for him to estimate any better than anybody else could as to the 
probable cost of the bill if it should become a law. We know, and he 
gave to us, about the number of surviving soldiers in the country, but 
how many of those surviving soldiers are now disabled it is impossible 
for him or foranybody elsetotell. How many of them are both disabled 
and poor, so that they would be brought within the provisions of the 
bill, it is quite as difficult to determine. But we do know that it is 
the duty of a man to pay his debts, and that that duty is not affected 
by the question of amount. 


As I stated yesterday, the bill contains a general proposition upon 


which a man must vote as his conscience shall dictate rather than any- 
thing else. If it is right that these men, to be provided for by some- 
body, should be provided for by sixty million people instead of by their 
comparatively few associates in the communities in which they live, 
the sixty million having received the benefit of their sacrifices and 
services in the field, the bill ought to become law. If not, the bill 
should be rejected. That is the general rule by which I guide my own 
opinions and my own action in regard to the support of the bill. 


As to the actual amount that the bill will cost, I have stated on sev- 


eral occasions as closely as I could my own conjecture, if you please. 
I think it will cost somewhere from $20,000,000 to $25,000,000 as the 
bill stands—probably $25,000,000. ‘The Senator from Illinois says he 
does not think it will cost that amount. I do not know of anybody 
who estimates the amount to be more than I have done. 


Mr. INGALLS. Is that the annual or the gross sum? 
Mr. BLAIR. The annual sum. 
Mr. McPHERSON. I find by a reference to the REcor»D that the 


Senator from New Hampshire on another occasion concluded that it 
would cost $50,000,000. 


Mr. BLAIR. The Senator is quite mistaken about that. We have 


been over that three times in the present debate. 


Mr. MCPHERSON. Does the Senator know that it would not cost 


$50,000,000, or $100,000,000, or $150,000,000? I am supposing, as we 
must necessarily suppose, that as a pensioner becomes old and in a 
measure decrepit his pension would be increased. As you provide in 
your bill for total-disability pensions of $24 a month, would it not be 
reasonable to suppose that the majority of the pensioners at this time, 
twenty-odd years after the war has closed, twenty-five years after it was 
begun, would be total-disability pensioners? Therefore how can the 
Senator, from any data in his possession, give us anything like an ap- 
proximate idea of the cost of the bill ? 


Mr. BLAIR. I will answer that by asking the Senator— 
Mr. MCPHERSON. One word more. If it were submitted to the 


Pension Department, where these ratings have been made, a judgment 
could be formed from the pensioners of the present time, from the num- 
ber of thosé who are total-disability pensioners and those of smaller 
ratings, which would give us something of a more accurate knowledge 
than the Senator seems able to give, or than, if able, he is willing to 
give. 


Mr. BLAIR. We made that call in the last Congress; we submitted 


it to the Pension Department, and obtained the reply which I have 
stated. I ask the Senator whether, with the knowledge which he ex- 
hibits of the elements of the problem, he believes it is possible for a 
man who happens to be clothed with the position of Commissioner of 
Pensions to answer such questions any better than we can? 


Mr. MCPHERSON. I should like to have an answer to my qnestion 


on that subject. 


Mr. BLAIR. We have all the data, we have the ratings; we have 


the number of pensioners that there are now; we have the number of 
soldiers who are probably surviving in the country; we have possession 
of all the facts he can give us; and we have been accustomed to assume 


that we had as much of the necessary common sense to consider the 
data when furnished to us as anybody, and that we are as capable of 
forming an opinion. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I wish to say in this connection, if the Senator 
will bear with me, that I think if that inquiry were made of the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire or myself, as Commissioner of Pensions, we 
shouldrespond toit. I take it thatthe present Commissioner will with 
equal alacrity respond to any call made on him forinformation. Cer- 
tainly he has done so in the past; and if it took every clerk in the Pen- 
sion Department to make estimates and to give facts and figures I be- 
lieve he would employ them for that purpose. It would surely do no 
harm to the Senate to be in possession of all the information touching 
this matter which could possibly be given. 

Mr. BLAIR. The investigations of the Commissioner of Pensions 
and his clerks are not among the class of soldiers who are covered by 
the bil], and the Commissioner is not likely to be in the possession of any 
data which would enable him to throw light in the form of an opinion 
upon the probable costof this bill any further than he has already done 
so by giving us the data which we have in his report, and the statistics 
which are open and common to us all. 
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In regard to the actual expense, the immediate expense, should the 
bill become a law, it must not be considered, because perhaps a quarter 
of a million may underits provisions come to represent the average ad- 
dition from year to year to the pension-roll, that the immediate cost 
for the present year would be any such amount. If there should be 
an increase to that number, and if it should average from year to year 


that number until the soldiers disappeared, or at least until the roll 
commenced to diminish by reason of their disappearance from the 
earth, the probable cost would be from $20,000,000 to $25,000,000, as 
I have often stated, so far as my own judgment is concerned. But 
nothing would be paid under this measure until the claims were inves- 
tigated and established, and that is a process requiring time. It is not 
probable that the next fiscal year would witness an increase of the ex- 
penditures of the Pension Office to any great extent, because six months 
or a year would undoubtedly be required in the investigation and es- 
tablishment of the claims to any considerable number at least. 

With a million survivors, which is the estimate I believe all around 
in the country, a quarter of them already on the pension-roll, a great 
many of them still in the full vigor of lite, a great many more who are 
not in the full vigor of life, but who nevertheless have the means of 
comfortable-support, neither class coming under the provisions of this 
bill, I do not believe that there can remain more than another quarter 
of a million who would be covered by its provisions by reason of their 
being both poor and dependent upon their labor for support and disa- 
bled for the performance of that labor. If that beso, taking the tables 
which the Commissioner furnishes us, the expense under the bill could 
not be more than $20,000,000 or $25,000,000. At the same time, it is 
like guessing how many people will die next year, and it is of course 
utterly impossible to furnish any warrant beforehand of the exact 
amount of the expenditure. 

But, as I said in the first place, if this money ought to be paid, if 
these people ought to be taken care of, and they have got to be taken 
care of, and will be taken care of, for there must be the endurance of 
starvation and want on their part or they must be taken care of by the 
nation at large or by their neighbors, generally poor, or by their com- 
rades, generally poorer still, or by the ordinary pauper systems of the 
counties and the States—if that is true, then I think the question is 
one which the Senate can decide in but one way, whether the parties 
whom I have mentioned should bear the burden or the nation itself at 
large. 

I received a paper this morning from Pennsylvania. Of course I do 
not know whether its statement is true or not, but I have no reason to 
doubt it. It isa newspaper containing the statement that in that single 
county where it is —- there were seventy-five old soldiers of the 
war for the Union who were supported in the pauper-houses of the county 
by publiccharity. Factsof that kind, as we all know, existin all parts 
of the country where these soldiers live, and such facts are a national 
disgrace. 

If I felt that the committee could give the Senate any further or more 
reliable information by a continued investigation, which has now been 
prolonged for some three or four years, I would not object to the bill 
going back to the committee. I would not object if I thought a recom- 
mittal could be of any service to the committee or the Senate or the 
country in the elucidation of further data. Still, feeling it not to be 
possible that we could give more information to the Senate and feeling 
that this disgrace should not longer exist, I must the Senator’s 
motion, and I hope that the Senate will proceed to consider and dispose 
of the bill in some way. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Jersey moves 
that the bill be recommitted with instractions. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, it does not seem to me that if we re- 
fer the bill to the committee they can give us a very greatdeal of in- 
formation. Although I confess myself that the bill in the shape in 
which it comes from the committee has no careful estimate of what it 
would cost, and is not entirely satisfactory to me, I think the friends 
of the bill, of whom I consider myself one, ought in some way to at- 
tempt to show about what will be the whole cost. 

The first section of the bill practically, as I understand it, puts every 
survivor of the Union armies on the pension-roll who is disabled and 
dependent upon his own labor for support. There are 149,000 appli- 
cations pending before the Department of who we may pre- 
sume will be considered Gependent underthe bill. There were in June, 
1885, 149,000 applications for invalid pensions that had been rejected, 
and rejected I suppose almost entirely because the parties failed to prove 
that their disability was incurred in the line of duty. I think very 
few cases will be found where the parties have applied for a pension 
that they will not be able to show that they were disabled, and the 
great question to be determined was whether they were disabled in the 
line of duty or out of the line, or subsequent to their discharge from 
the Army. Those persons, it may be presumed, would make their ap- 
plications under the pending bill. 

We add to that large body of men a very uncertain number. Every 
man who has been disabled since the war and has to depend upon his 
own exertions would be entitled under the bill to make his 
Out of the one hundred and forty-nine thousand cases it is fair to pre- 
sume that at least much more than one hundred thousand will be able 
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to put themselves on the roll under that provision. Then there j|' 
be a very large number of men who are not on the rol], who are not «:))- 
plicants, who are not now in the Pension Office seeking to be put on t}). 
roll. Then we add the dependent fathers and mothers, which is .) 
uncertain quantity, and it is impossible for anybody to determine t}), 
number. 

So far as I am concerned, I am exceedingly anxious, wherever there 
is a disabled soldier who is disabled from earning his living in an ho)- 
est way, to provide for his support. I am also exceedingly anxioy.: 
that the class of men who will sometimes seek to put themselves oy 
the roll who are not so dependent or not so disabled shall be kept off 
I suppose the machinery of the Department is sufficient to keep thx: 
class of people off. 

I think if the bill had come here with a provision for a fixed sum 
for those who are found to be disabled, it would be more satistact or, 
than itis now. If the committee are of the opinion that they can no: 
give us any data to go upon, then it is not worth while to rerefer the 
bill to the committee. 

What it would cost isa mere conjecture. The honorableSenator who 
has the bill in charge says it will cost probably not less than $25,000 (1) 
per annum, a mere nothing in the way we consider amounts in these 
days. Ido not want the bill to pass with the understanding that it is 
a very small sum that we are to pay. In my judgment $25,000,000 
will not begin to cover it. Three hundred and forty-five thousand one 
hundred and twenty-five pensioners now on the roll require $65,000,000) 
per annum. 

Mr. BLAIR. Thirty-eight million dollars is the annual charge. 
Sixty-five million dollars was the total last year. That includes the 
aggregation of the first payments. 

Mr. TELLER. It represents the aggregation of the first payment 

Mr. BLAIR. Thirty-eight million dollars is the cost from year to 


year. 

Mr. TELLER. So after deducting those we might take the $3-,- 
000,000. Now if you add one hundred thousand more names to the 
roll you have added nearly a third more in amount. Then you have 
all the dependent fathers and all the dependent mothers to be added, 
of which, as I said before, the number is entirely uncertain. Nobod) 
will be able to say whether it is ten thousand or fifty thousand. 

I notice whenever these bills come before the Senate that they always 
come here with an estimate exceedingly small, and they have always 
been underestimated. While, as I said before, I am in favor of paying 
to every disabled dependent soldier a bounty from the Government, | 
am in favor of doing it with our eyes open; and I am not én favor 0! 
pushing such a bill through here or anywhere else and deceiving our- 
selves that it is going to cost a mere nothing. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Will the Senator from Colorado yield to me tv: 
a moment? 

Mr. TELLER. Certainly. 

Mr. McPHERSON, I think I understood the Senator to say that lic 
saw no particular advantage to be gained by recommitting the bil! t) 
the committee if the committee could give no further information. | 
me say to the Senator that I observed yesterday in the discussion that 
the committee itself did not agree as to what plan should be adoptei. 
whether there should be an indefinite sum or a fixed sum paid, ani 
certainly the committee would be able to come to some conclusion touch- 
ing that subject. I noticed that some members of the committee wei 
in favor of fixing a sum of $8 a month to cover all cases of disability. 
There are a great many things it seems to me that the contmittce miy!it 
be able to = 

Mr. BLAIR. ill the Senator permit me to say a word on that 


t? ; 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from @olorado has the 
floor. 
Mr. MCcPHERSON. ‘TheSenator from Colorado was yielding to me 
Mr. TELLER. Iwas coming to the very point to which the Senato! 
from New Jersey calls attention. 


the presence of the Senate. : 

Mr. TELLER. I wasabout to allude to the fact that yesterday there 
seemed to be a diversity of opinion among the members of the comm''- 
tee. Some members of the committee thought that $8 should be th: 
bill confines it to $24. Other members of the commit'«: 

sum to be paid, whatever might be the dis:- 

$4, and some thought that $8 should be the lowes! 
in a definite bill, or 

, I think the commit- 
should let the bill alone and we should pass the bill as it now 
stands, which is a good deal better than to tinker with it by determin- 
ing whether the lowest rate shall be $4, or $8, or whether the highest 
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rate shall be $8. ‘Twenty-four dollars is fixed in the bill as the highest | any one man or any narrow circle, but circulated everywhere; it bought 


limit. As the law now stands the highest rate is $72. 


If a man is to- | lumber, bought nails, bought shingles, bought glass, bought flooring, 


tally disabled under the existing law he is entitled to receive $72. I | bought furniture, and paid for these articles and brought ease to the 
understand that under this bill if a man is totally disabled he would | business interests for miles around. 
be entitled to receive $24. Therefore it is fair to presume that the De- | 


partment will so administer the office that a man who has a small dis- | 
ability will not receive any more than a man now on the roll is receiv- | 


The reason why I said that it does not seem to me that the commit- | 


tee are going to give us any further information was because the Sena- 


tor in charge of the bill declares that it is impossible to doit. I do 
not know myself any way to arrive at what the bill is going to cost, 
and I think we shall have to shut our eyes and vote for it, if we do 
vote for it, with the understanding that it is going to cost a good deal 
of money. I know that when the arrears-of-pensions act was passed, a 
measure of which I entirely approved, a provision of law that I think 
ought not to have been limited to 1880, we were told that it would 
add only a few million dollars, when it has added an immense sum. 

So far as the beneficiaries under that act are concerned itwas a con- 
tract with the Government. The Government entered into a contract 
with all the soldiers that if they were disabled in the service it would 
pay them a pension. This is not acontract. This is a bounty which 
we propose to give to show our appreciation of their patriotic service, 
and in doing this we have a right to guard the measure in any shape 
we choose and to limit it as we see fit. Weare under no moral obliga- 
tion to do anything more than is just and proper so far as the honor of 
the nation requires us. If the man is poorand goes tothe poor-house, 
I think it is something to the disgrace of the United States Govern- 
ment, when he has been a loyal soldier and has received his discharge 
in the proper manner, if he does not receive at least the pittance of a 
pension that is allowed to others who have served with him under like 
circumstances. 

Iam going to vote against the return of the bill to the Committee on 
Pensions, not because I think the bill is in the shape in which it ought 
to have come here, not because I am satisfied with the bill, but because 
I am satisfied that to recommit it will add nothing to our information 
on the subject. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, ordinarily I should give a silent 
vote upon such a question, but I deem it proper to depart from that rule 
for a few minutes, 

I would have no objection, and have none in fact, tothe reference of 
this matter back to the committee, as moved by the Senator from New 
Jersey, but whether that takes place or not, I expect to vote for the 
bill; so that the question of investigation concerning the amount which 
is to be paid under it will not determine my vote. 

I have listened to the objections to the bill as well as to the statement 
of its merits. Iam nota person who is deterred from following the 
inclinations of my mind and heart by the outcry that it will take a 
good deal of money out of the Treasury. Sir, it is active, circulating 
money that is a blessing; and it is dead, unspeeding money that isa 
curse. The worst evil of our times is the rapid accumulation of large 
sums of capital in a few hands. That is the cause of distress through- 
out the ag It is the cause of strikes. It deprives labor of its op- 

es. 

I again that the worst evil which overshadows the Republic and 
all its best interests at this time is the tendency to accumulate im- 
mense estates and to withdraw the circulation of the country from the 
many into the hands of the few. It is the busy, active, circulating 
dollar that does the people good. 

Mr. EUSTIS. The silver dollar? 

Mr. VOORHEES. Yes, as the Senator from Louisiana well says, the 
silver dollar, as well as every other good dollar with equal purchasing 
power; and I know no dollar, the silver dollar included, which does not 
pay for a meal’s victuals, or a suit of clothes, or any other article of 
aren comfort, as well as the gold dollar or any other piece of circu- 

I therefore do not deprecate the appropriation of enough to pay the 
soldiers of this country liberally. t de not deprecate that degree of 
expansion of the currency which follows it. Isay here, that beginning 
with en atee ovate which aliisted Mincountry from 1873 
to 1878, from time forward the money which has been annually 
paid on pension account has in a large degree averted hard times, op- 

financial panics, and the overthrow of the prosperity of the 


i 


We are now hard upon a crisis of great peril to the business interests 
and to the laborinterests of thiscountry. The money which goes ont 


i 


the channel of pensions is not merely beneficial to the pen- 
ho directly receives it; it passes intoevery channel of industry 
trade; it debts on all hands. 
have usion made in this discussion to the question of ar- 
that it involved a large amount. It did, and it did a vast deal 
North and South, East and West. There is nothing sectional 
medium. I have traveled over the State of Indi- 
seen the white houses built in a number of instances, 
— ee, the amount received in a considerable sum at a 
arrears of pension. That money did not stay in the hands of 


| 


HE 
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I wish to say a word so far as the sectional aspects of this question 
are concerned. I presume never as long as we live will the incidents 
of the war fail to revive in our minds the recollections of that war. It 
would not be possible in the economy of human nature thatit should 
be otherwise. I wish to say, however, that there never was a nobler 
spectacle, more generous, magnanimous, and unselfish presented upon 


the face of the earth in the annals of mankind, than has been presented 
by the people of the South as represented on this floor and on the floor 
of the other House of Congress, in year after year ungrudgingly and 
unmurmuringly voting for Jarge sums pensioning the victors in the 


great conflict of the past. 

But there is this to say to them and for them: There is a compensa- 
tion to them even. The money thus spent, nearly a hundred millions 
a@ year, expanding the currency to that extent, is confined to no lines. 
It goes to New Orleans; it goes to the great State of Georgia; it finds 
its way to Arkansas and to Mississippi, and through all the channels 
of trade and industry throughout this wide extended country. Its im- 
mediate blessing, perhaps, is more direct to the communities of the 
North, but at last it percolates and finds its way throughout all the 
communities, and is a blessing tothem allalike. Iam glad it isso, for 
such magnanimity and unselfish devotion and patriotism to the insti- 
tutions of the country as they stand should have something back in the 
way of compensation. 

I will say further to my Southern friends, that their course upon 
this subject has not been barren of results or barren of response from 
the people of the North. If my Southern friends around me will 
think for a moment, the course of this Government so far as pecuniary 
and financial dealing with them is concerned has not been illiberal. 
I will not pause now to speak of the great educational bill which re- 
cently this body and which is yet pending in another, where | 
hope it will be adopted. I know there is difference of opinion among 
Southern Senators as to the power of the Government to enact such 
legislation, but there can be no difference of opinion among Southern 
gentlemen as to the grand liberality, the grand national generosity, 
and the great conception of the future of education on the part of 
those who originated that measure. There can be no two opinions 
upon that subject. 

I may be permitted also, while I am on my feet, to say to Senators 
from the South who have to answer to their people (and I do not ex- 
pect men to forget their own sections and their own constituencies), 
that those people can be easily reminded of many other acts besides 
the educational bill calculated to reconcile them to the generosity and 
magnanimity of their representatives on the subject of pensions. 
This Government has been liberal and great in its appropriations ‘or 
the improvements of the rivers and harbors of the whole country, the 
South well included. She has not been treated as a step-sister when 
it comes to these benefactions from the Government. I, too, have 
voted for every one of them, on the principle largely that I snall vote 
for this measure, because the circulation of money employing Jabor and 
improving the country is the way to develop its greatness, its strength, 
and to give to the people the blessings of industry and prosperity in 
their own homes. 

Where have we fallen short in our improvements of the Mississippi 
River and the other great water courses which interlace the entire 
South? In our careful expositions of the great industries of the coun- 
try we have done something, I hope, for the Southern people to feel 
as a compensation for what they have done on this great question of 
pensions. 

Mr. President, I have felt impelled to say these things because of 
the position which I occupy. Ido notexpect miracles from my South- 
ern friends. I am not one of those men who expect Southern Senators 
or Southern Members or the Southern people to repudiate and affect 
to scorn or rebuke the great struggle in which they were engaged. 
They are doing enough without that being required of them, but ifa 
few words of mine like these may enable them to meet their constitu- 
ents and reconcile them to a liberal and generous course on the great 
question of pensions I shall be glad. I think they can; and I shall be 
amply rewarded for any exertions I have made on this and other ques- 
tions in their behalf by contributing, in however minor a degree, to 
such a result. 

I have not thought it necessary, Mr. President, to discuss pensions 
at great length or indeed at all during the present session of Congress, 
but I have embraced this opportunity to give in a general way my 
views upon this question. 

The merits of those to whom these benefactions of the Government 
go are beyond the reach of discussion. They rest not in the field of 
debate. I never want to live to see the soldiers who marched to the 
drum and fife in the bloom and freshness of youth passing their old age 
in the poor-house. Whether they were disabled by cannon-shot or 
saber-stroke, or subsequently by disease or the creeping debility of old 
age, I want to see them taken care of, and by my vote they will be 
taken care of. 
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Mr. CULLOM. Mr. President, I only desire to say, as I have been 
mentioned several times in connection with the discussion of this bill, 
that the central idea which is intended to be presented by the bill 
is that soldiers of the Union who are diseased from whatever cause, if 
not from their own folly or wickedness, should be put upon the pension- 
rolls if they are not able to take care of themselves. I have not ex- 
amined the bill before the Senate very closely, but from my reading of 
it it is substantially the bill which I had the honor-of reporting to the 
Senate two years ago, and which was passed by the Senate. 

Mr. BLAIR. It the same precisely, except that it is six months’ 
service instead of three. 

Mr. CULLOM. I think the bill does not go as far perhaps as that 
bill did, but it is because some of the provisions of that bill have been 
already enacted into law; so that the provisions of that bill which have 
not become law, as I read it, are now before the Senate. 

Mr. President, the reason why I think this bill ought to be passed, in 
brief, is this: We are now twenty-one years since the close of the war. 
There are thousands and tens of thousands of soldiers of this country 
yet not pensioned and who have not yet made application even for pen- 
sions. Everyman knows that the farther away we get from the scene 
of action the more difficult it is for the man broken down in health, 
diseased in body, incapable of performing manual labor, to prove his 
case and show that he is entitled to @pension. So it seemed to me 
when I introduced this bill, and it seems to.me yet, that it is the duty 
of this Government at this late day, two decades after the war closed, 
to put all the soldiers who fought for the country whoare disabled and 
unable to care for themselves upon the pension-roll without the neces- 
sity on their part of proving that the disability was incurred in the 
line of duty or in the service of their country. 

Unless some such bill as this is passed we shall see what we already 
see in part, and to which the Senator from Indiana referred—we shall 
see not only a few of the gallant soldiers who fought for this country in 
its time of peril marched off to the poor-houses, but the time will not be 
far distant when hundreds and thousands of as brave men as fought for 
the Union will be compelled to go to the poor-houses of our country 
unless by individual charity they are kept out. 

I think the time has come when it is the duty of the National Gov- 
ernment to do away with the necessity of that particularity of proof 
which has been required in the years that have gone, so that every hon- 
est soldier who fought for his country who is now disabled or who may 
hereafter become disabled, if it was not from his own fault or wicked- 
ness of conduct, shall go upon the pension-roll and be taken care of 
the Government. I do not believe in a reckless, extravagant expendi- 
ture of money in pensioning soldiers or in any other direction; but here 
is a simple bill; its provisions are plain, and as has been stated by the 
acting chairman of the committee, as I understand him, he does not 
believe it will take over twenty or twenty-five million dollars per an- 
num out of the Treasury. My own judgmentis that it will not take so 
much, but even if it takes more, I contend that it is the duty of the 
Government.of the United States to see that these men who fought for 
the flag and for the Union shall be kept out of the poor-houses of the 
country and not allowed to starve. 

Mr. President, that is the substantial feature of this bill. Thereare 
other features in it which are of minor importance; but that is the 
great feature of the bill, and it is the reason why, in my judgment, 
the bill ought to pass. 

There is another provision, that the man’s enlistment shall be con- 
clusive evidence of the fact that he wassound when he went into theserv- 
ice. I believe the law already is that it is prima facie evidence; but 
this goes further and makes it absolute. I contend that the time has 
come when that alsoshould be incorporated into the law, so that twenty 
years or more after a man’s service to the country and after the time 
hascome when it is impossible, an absolute impossibility, that he should 
make the proof necessary, the Government should presume, should take 
it as a conclusive presumption, that he was sound when he went into 
the service, if there was no fraud in the manner in which he entered 
the service. 

Mr. President, I did not rise to speak long upon thisquestion. I be- 
lieve the bill has been before the Senate long enough so that every man 
here understands its provisions, and probably is ready and waiting to 
vote; but I did not feel, as I have been referred to several times in con- 
nection with the discussion, like allowing the debate to pass over and 
the bill to be acted upon without giving my renewed expression to the 
belief that the duty of Congress is to pass the bill so that it may be- 
come a law. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON] to recommit the bill with 
instructions. 

Mr. BUTLER. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, I presume I shall nct be suspected 
of any want of liberality toward the veteran soldiers of this country. 
The accusation hitherto made has been that my course in this body has 
been characterized by a somewhat wanton and indifferent extravagance 

“upon this topic. 
I shall not vote for the motion to recommit this bill with or without 
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instructions, not because it is satisfactory to me in its present condition. 
but because I am unable to see what ad¥antage or benefit would |. 
derived from any action like that contemplated by the motion of the 
Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The Senator will pardon me amoment. Ie js 
certainly aware of the fact that the same Congress which passes this 
bill will be required to raise means for its fulfillment. The Senator 
very well knows that an appropriation of money, of $50,000,000 or more, 
as I have heard it stated by different Senators in the Chamber and }\ 
persons outside the Chamber, will be involved, and this will necessa- 
rily tend to reduce the chances of other measures. 

One of the objects I have in view in desiring a recommitment of the 
bill is that we may have the most information possible touching the 
ameunt involved, that we may be advised to the fullest extent, in order 
that we may make provision for the falfillment of the promise which 
the bill makes. Certainly it will take but little time and we shall 
perhaps be better informed than we are now. 

Mr. INGALLS. Obviously, Mr. President, any computation based 
upon the idea of obtaining statistics for consideration under the pro- 
visions of this bill would be mere conjecture and surmise. No one 
knows that better thar the Senator from New Jersey. Inthe naval and 
military service of this country during the war there were about two 
million seven hundred thousand enlistments. Very nearly three mil! 
ion men enlisted under the flag of their country and served on sea and 
on land that this country might survive and that we might be here to 
diseuss in this halting and imperfect phrase as to the measure of relief 
that we should bestow upon them. How many of the survivors of those 
two million seven hundred thousand men would apply for relief under 
this act the Senator from New Jersey is just as capable of computing as 
anybody else. There are no data upon which the computation can be 
made any more than one can predict how many babies will be born next 
year or how many birds will fly over this Capitol next fall on their way 
to the southward. And I have observed, notwithstanding the somo. 
what extravagant eulogy that the Senator from Indiana bestowed upon 
his associates on the other side of this Chamber, that whenevera measure 
for the enlargement and liberalization of the pension system is brought 
up in this body, or has been brought up for the past thirteen years since 
I have been a member thereof, some Senator of the political persuasion 
to which he belongs gets up with a slate and pencil and begins to figure 
out how much it is going to cost to accomplish this great measure of 
national beneficence which the Senator from Indiana approves, like 
myself. . 

I am not aware that during all that period of time there has been an 
objection upon the Republican side of this Chamber as to the amount 
of money that would be required to pension the disabled volunteer sol- 
diers of the Republic, but it has been left for the associates of the Sena- 
tor from Indiana to ask how much will all this cost, and to refuse with 

ing of and impatience, as the Senator from Missouri 
did the other day, as the Senator from Arkansas did the other day, to 
give their assent to measures of this description because they are uncer- 
tain what they will cost, and because as they say, it is time to call a 
halt in these matters, that the nation has gone far enough, and that too 
much has been paid already, that it goes as the Senator from Missouri 
said into the insatiable maws of the claim agents, or that this is not an 
impulse that arises from the t, generous heart of the nation to do 
tt it is a sordid and mercenary scheme 
engendered in the foul souls of the claim agent and the scalper and the 
bounty-jumper to make new raids upon the Federal Treasury. That 
sort of accusation has come from the other side of thisChamber. They 
have not been in haste to ask whether or not this is just, but they have 
been active to inquire how much it will costand whether we can afford it. 

Now, Mr. President, how many or how few will come under the pro- 
visions of this bill no man can tell. It is obviously impossible by any 
arithmetic, by any system of mathematics; by any demonstration, to 
declare that so many thousand veteran soldiers of the Republic will be 
disabled next year and need assistance from the Treasury. What, 
therefore, would be the use, upon that ground, for that purpose, sug- 
gested by the Senator from New Jersey, to refer this bill back to the 
committee? I confess that I have not the slightest idea how much this 
bill will cost in case it shall become a law, and I do not care how much 
it will cost—whether it will cost $25,000,000 or $100,000,000 in addi- 
tion to what we pay now. ; 

If there are any survivors of the veteran armies of the Republic who 
by reason of disability are liable to become public charges like those 
named by the Senator from New Hampshire, tenants of almshouses, 
dependent upon public charity for support, I repeat that I do not pro- 
pose to inquire how much it will cost. It would be a national shame, 
a seandal, a di if a nation as opulent as this, with uncounted 
millions lying idle in its Treasury, were to permit those who had evet 
served under its flag to become the inmates of almshouses and county 


h . . t 

I think upon reflection the Senator from New Jersey will himsel! 
become convinced that the rereference of this bill to the ry ee S 
the purpose of making the inquiry that he suggests wou utile 
and nugatory and ool sae because if it be true that there are 
enough of the veterans of those armies in such a condition as described 
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by the Senator from New Hampshire whose payment under this bill 
would require $50,000,000 annually from the Treasury, would the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey refuse to pay it? Ithink not. Iam quite sure, 
sir, that no matter what might be the amount which would be called 
for by the accomplishment of the purposes of this bill, if there should 
chance to be those who are entitled to its beneficence, the Senator from 
New Jersey would be one of the very foremost to demand that that 
amount should be paid. 

Weare coming, Mr. President, very rapidly to the idea of service pen- 
sions for the survivors of the Union armies, and I regret that the Com- 
mittee on Pensions were not able to present to us a bill pure and simple 
for the purpose of doing one single thing, and that is to omit from the 

t chain of evidence necessary in a pension cause that which now 
requires that the disability proven to exist shall be proven also to have 
resulted from disability incurred in the service. As the law now stands, 
in the first place, military service must be established; in the next place, 
disability; in the third place, the connection of that disability with the 
military service; and in the fourth place, its continuance from tke time 
of its occurrence down to the time when the application for pension is 
made. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Will the Senator allow me to add one other? 

Mr. INGALLS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HAWLEY. The poor fellow is frequently called upon to prove 
that he was a well man when he entered the service, though the Gov- 
ernment examined him itself. 

Mr. INGALLS. ThatI omitted, because of course it is an antecedent 
portion of the evidence; but I believe, though I am not clear on that 
point, that we have already passed a law making enlistment prima facie 
proof of soundness. 

Mr. HAWLEY. That is in this bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. No; this makes it conclusive. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator from Kansas is correct. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understand the law now to be that enlistment 
and acceptance constitute prima facie evidence of soundness at the time 
the soldier was enlisted. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand that to be so, but in the practical work- 
ing of the law the very slighest evidence to the contrary, or a hint even, 
is held to repel that presumption. 

Mr. INGALLS. That shifts the burden of proof. 

Mr. BLAIR. The practical result is about the same as before. 

Mr. CULLOM. What does the Senator from New Hampshire say 
about that? 

Mr. BLAIR. The law is as stated by the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. CULLOM. I know it is so. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The provision making it prima facie evi- 
dence was enacted during the Forty-eighth Congress. 

Mr. BLAIR. But notwithstanding the enactment of the law mak- 
ing the fact of enlistment presumptive evidence of soundness, in prac- 
ical operation, as I said, the slightest hint is held to repel it, so that, 
practically the poor fellow is obliged in almost every instance to prove 
that he was actually sound at enlistment notwithstanding the law; and 
a great number of cases during this very last year were rejected at the 
Pension Office on the ground of want of soundness at the time of en- 
listment, notwithstanding in some cases there had been two enlistments 
and two findings by the Government surgeon at those enlistments that 
the man was fit to perform service. Sometimes this plea has been set 
up against a man who performed three or four years’ service, and the 
allegation made that he was unsound at the time of enlistment. 

. CULLOM. The law as it stands makes the enlistment prima 
facie evidence of the soundness of the man. This bill provides that the 
fact shall be conclusive. 

Mr. BLAIR. This bill now, in section 3, ends all that, by providing 
that the enlistment and muster into service shall be conclusive evidence 
of soundness at the time of enlistment, except in cases of fraud, which, 
of course, vitiates everything. 

Mr. INGALLS. I was about to proceed to say that I suppose the 
ultimate purpose of this bill is merely to omit one link in the chain of 
evidence now necessary to establish the right of a man to a pension; 
that is to say, being shown to have been a soldier and the fact of disa- 
bility being established, he shall not be required to prove that that 
disability resulted from his military service; but that (subject to exist- 
ing laws as to the rates of disability), having been enlisted in the serv- 
ice, he shall be entitled to a pension, whether that disability resulted 
from his service or not, except in cases that are known as specific, like 
those resulting from gunshot wounds, or fractures, or something of that 


But the bill of the committee, no matter what might have been their 
does not seem to accomplish this result. It is complicated 
considerations that I think ought to have been omitted, and 
wae others is the condition that is contained in line 11, on top of 
page 2, which reads: 
And shall also be dependent upon his own labor for support. 
It is not clear exactly what the committee meant by that provision. 
The is ambiguous. I can not tell whether if this should be- 
come a law it would be for a man to prove that the disability 
wassuch that he could not support himself by his own labor, or whether 


having established tke fact of disability, even if it did not impair his 
capacity to take care of himself, he should still havea pension. I sub- 
mit to the Senator from New Hampshire that the bill is not explicit on 
that point, because there may be grades of pensionable disability that 
would not in any way whatever impair the capacity of a man to earn his 
own livelihood; yet under this bill I suppose that a liberal interpreta- 
tion would be that whether he was disabled to an extent to impair his 
capacity to earn his own livelihood or not, having enlisted in the service 
he would be entitled to a pension if he were a laboring man. That is 
unjust: That is a distinction which ought not to exist. Either you 
should make the pension depend upon the inability of the man to earn 
his own livelihood and support, or you should give him a pension if he 
is disabled whether he is a laboring man or whether he is engaged in 
any other avocation in life. 

The bill is illogical; I think it is unjust. It is in one aspect of it 
open to the objections that were made against what was known as the 
pauper law of 1818, applying to the soldiers of the Revolutionary war. 
If it were possible to so amend the bill as to provide either one of two 
things, in the first place, that any man who has been in the military 
service and who has been disabled from any cause not resulting from 
his own misconduct should receive a pension at the rate of $8 a month 
whether he was a laboring man or not, that would suit me; or if it 
should provide that any man who had been in the military or naval 
service of the United States who was disabled should have a pension 
coresponding to the rate of his disability as established by existing 
laws, whether he was a laboring man or not, that would be agreeable 
tome. Iam unable to decide from the language of the bill which of 
these interpretations the committee desire should be placed upon it. 

Mr. CULLOM. I wish to suggest to the Senator that the use of this 
language ‘‘ and sballalso be dependent upon his own labor for support,”’ 
was, as I understand it, and as I recollect it originally, to prevent, for 
instance, a man who had wealth and who was disabled from procuring 
a pension, it not being deemed necessary for him; but the man who in 
every-day life has to labor for his support to keep himselfout of the poor- 
house or from being an object of charity, that man, whether he incurred 
his disability in the line of duty or since the war, should be entitled to 
a pension. ; 

Mr. INGALLS. Still, does the Senator mean to say that, being de- 
pendent upon his own labor for support, if it appears that his own la- 
bor is sufficient to give him a suppert notwithstanding his disability, 
he is still entitled to a pension? 

Mr. CULLOM. If a man is disabled so that he can not labor, he 
certainly should be pensioned. 

Mr. INGALLS. Of course that goes without saying; but there are 
disabilities, as the Senator knows very well, which are recognized under 
that term, which do not destroy the capacity of a man for supporting 
himself by labor. Now, suppose a man had his little toe shot off dur- 
ing an engagement, or that he lost it in a thrashing-machine, or that 
he was in some way disabled through a railway accident so that he be- 
came to a certain extent disabled, technically speaking, as the pension 
laws now fix it, but where he is still able to support himself by his 
own labor, is the fact of his disability technically a fact that entitles 
him to a pension under this bill? 

Mr. CULLOM. I suppose the same rule would apply to that case: 
that does now under the law. If a man has lost one finger, he now 
gets a pension to the extent of the disability incurred thereby; and just 
so in the case of a disabled person under this bill. That I suppose 
would be the fair construction of the language used. He would secure 
2 pension in proportion to his disability. 

Mr. INGALLS. If that is the interpretation, it is obviously anjust 
to make this bill apply only to those who are dependent upon their own 
labor for support. Does that mean manual labor? Is it the intention 
of the committee to say that it shall be manual labor? I should like 
to have some information from the committee or some member of it on 
this subject. 

Mr. BECK. I, too, want some information on that point. After 
reading it over I should like to ask the Senator from Illinois a question, 
if the Senator from Kansas will allow me. Suppose one of our stenog- 
raphers had been a soldier, had received an honorable discharge, had 
come out of the war healthy, but afterward lost an arm, the left arm, 
in a thrashing-machine, or otherwise, a year or two ago, and could stili 
make $3,000 a year as a stenographer, is he still to be paid a pension? 

Mr. CULLOM. I would ask the Senator whether he would not be 
paid under the law as it is? 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon; not if he lost the arm in a thrashing- 
machine three years ago. 

Mr. CULLOM. Suppose he lost the arm in the Army and still was 
able to perform his duty as a stenographer. 

Mr. BECK. The bill provides for a disability incurred since the 
war. Isa man who left the Army a perfectly healthy man who is per- 
fectly able as a clerk or stenographer or anything else to make a hand- 
some living, because he has been disabled by the kick of a horse or 
anything else in the last few years to get a pension ? 

Mr. CULLOM. My understanding is that every disabled soldier, 
whether he is able to perform labor or not, under this bill will be enti- 
tled to a pension. 
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Mr. BECK. Eventhough he has ample means of support ? 
Mr. BLAIR. Oh, no. 

Mr. CULLOM. Notif he has ample means of support. 

Mr. BECK. But his own labor—— 


Mr. CULLOM. Where he is ‘‘dependent upon his own labor for 
support’’ is the language of the bill. 

Mr. BECK. I put the case of a clerk or a stenographer or any one 
who is dependent on his own labor for support, who has received an 
injury long after the war, having been a perfectly sound man for years 
after the war closed, who has had the left arm taken off by a thrash- 
ing-machine and still can write and make $3,000a year. He is adisa- 
bled man for some purposes, but he can make his own living. 

Mr. CULLOM. In proportion to his disability, according to the pro- 
visions of the bill, he is pensionable. 

Mr. BECK. ‘Therefore we are to pay all men who have been hurt 
in any way since the war, whether they need help or not ? 

Mr. BLAIR. Oh, no. 

Mr. BECK. Astenographer can make his money and make an ample 
living, or a clerk can, although he may have lost the left hand. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator from Kansas will allow me a word. I 
believe I shall be about the fifth occupier of the floor. 

Mr. INGALLS. Go on. 

Mr. BLAIR. The bill contains two conditions which must be com- 
plied with, must be facts proven before a pension can be granted. One 
is disability, physical disability of course, and that must be ascertained 
by a board of examining surgeons under other regulations of law, and 
it will be rated anywhere from $24, which is for total incapacity to 
perform manual labor. The disability being ascertained and the rat- 
ing or proportion of disability, the highest beimg total incapacity to 
perform manual labor, as you will see further on in the bill, aan the 
lowest the slightest impairment of capacity to perform labor, the rat- 
ing being according to the degree found between those two points, then 
further it must be proven that he is dependent upon his labor for sup- 
port. The bill does not say that he must be dependent upon his man- 
ual labor; but he must be dependent upon his labor. e must have 
a physical disability which would impair that of a well man to some 
degree, and the degree must be ascertained. Then he must be a man 
who is dependent upon his labor, not upon his income from other 
sources, not upon his bonds or money at interest, but upon his labor 
for support. 

Mr. BECK. Now, one sallnanbenaenings Thestenographer 
at that table has nothing to live on but what he earns by his work, his 
labor. He was a soldier, he was honorably he was a well 
man, a healthy man; and without any fault of his, either by a thrash- 
ing-machine or the kick of a horse, as I said, he has lost his left arm. 
He has become disabled without fault of his own; he is dependent on’ 
his labor; and yet after the loss of that arm he can still make $3,000 a 
year. Is he pensionable? That is the question. 

Mr. BLAIR. If he is dependent on his labor, and his labor is that 
of a stenographer, and he is physically disabled, ‘he will be entitled to 
a pension. 

Mr. BECK. He has lost the left arm. 

Mr. BLAIR. If- he be a lawyer and dependent upon his own labor 
as a lawyer for his support, and is also physically disabled in a degree 
which is to be ascertained and might run from $24 down, then he will 
be entitled to a pension. 

Mr. BECK. A man who has lost alegis disabled for some purposes, 
but that does not disable him from being oer at that table. 

Mr. BLAIR. That would be a physical disability, but the degree of 
that physical disability settles the rate. Total disability, as you will 
see further on, to perform manual labor is entitled to the aie The 
disability would be measured and its degree determined by the propor- 
tion which it bore to total incapacity to perform manual labor. The 
degree of disability having thus been fixed, then the further question 
whether the man is dependent upon his labor for support, rather than 
upon outside een, i is to be determined under the bill, and then the 
pension would be granted 

Mr. INGALIS. Mr. President, take the case of the lawyer who 


was actually in the service and who had the three fingers of his left 
hand shot off. 

Mr. BLAIR. In the service? 

Mr. INGALLS. In the service. Although that mutilation of his 


hand does not in any way whatever interfere with his —— to earn 
a livelihood in his profession, although it may be an ed badge of 
distinction and decoration that would give him larger fees and more 
lucrative employment, yet under existing laws he is entitled to pen- 
sion for that disability notwithstanding the fact that it does not im- 
_ or interfere in any way whatever with his capacity to earn a live- 

hood or support himself. 

Mr. MILLER. Asa lawyer. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from New York says “‘ as a lawyer.”’ 
Very well; it makes no difference ins about the existing 
sion me whether a man gets his li by the practice of the atthe lee, 
or in politics, or by er 


forge. The fact that he is whether it interferes with his ca- 


pacity to get a livelibood or whether he has funds invested in Govern- 


w, or working in a blacksmith’s | of 


ment bonds or an income from rents or from bonds and mortgages, if 
he-has been disabled in battle, or suffered any mutilation of his person 
or is crippled, he is pensioned because he is disabled. Well now | 
understand that this bill proposes a departure from that plan. 

Mr. BLAIR. Just in this respect, which the Senator has led the 
way up to sodistinctly: Thatsame man who could get a pension unde; 
the general law, no matter how wealthy he might be, no matter how 
little disabled to get his living asa lawyer he might be, who by rea- 
son of his physical hurt is entitled to a pension under the general Jay 
must under this law prove further that he is dependent upon his ]aho; 


for ee eee 

GALLS. Now we will take the lawyer under this bill. Hay- 
ing aie him under the general pension law, now we will introduc: 
him into this bill. Here is the lawyer who was in the military service 
of his country and came out without mutilation, without disability o; 
any kind whatever, and is engaged in the active practice of his profes- 
sion. We will assume that this last year, in a railway accident, he lost 
the three fingers of his left hand. It is a pensionable disability under 
existing law and as I conceive as defined by this bill. It may be that 
I am mistaken; but what I desire to know is whether or not in the cas 
that I have detailed and specified that man, the lawyer, being show: 
to be disabled and mutilated, so far as the existing laws are concerned 
would become one of the beneficiaries under this bill? 

Mr. CULLOM. Suppose the lawyer should quit the law busines: 
and go to shoving a jack-plane, where would he come out then? Woul 
he be ionable then? 

<i INGALLS. I do not know where he would come out. 
ter. 

Mr. CULLOM. Would he not be pensionable ? 

Mr. INGALLS. That is what I am trying to find ont. 
Mr. BLAIR. I think, as the bill stands, the lawyer in that case |) 
ing dependent upon the practice of his profession for support and t)i.:: 

being his labor, he would be entitled to pension under the bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. That is not right. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not say that it is right, but I think that it is we! 
enough. At the same time I stated early in the discussion that i: 

ht be well to insert before that word ‘‘labor’’ the word ‘‘ manual, 
and say ‘‘ manual labor.’’ 

Mr. INGALLS. In saying that was not right, I was hasty. It i; 
not what I want to do; I meant to say I do not want to do that. The 
lawyer that is dependent upon his own labor for his subsistence au 
who received a disability, pensionable under other circumstances, that 
does not disqualify him from continuing to earn his livelihood by his 
labor, Ido not want to pension; but I should like, if it were possible, io 
introduce some of limitation in this bill which would provide 
that the disability be such as would prevent a man from obtain- 
ing his a in his own calling in life to which he has devote: 
himself. If he becomes disabled in that way, having himself been 
enlisted in the military service, he should be entitled to some compen- 
sation in the way of a pension to keep him out of the poor-house. | 
submit that this bill does not do that if the interpretation that I put 
upon itiscorrect, and I am still further fortified by the further provision 
that I find in lines 18, 19, 20, and 21: 

The highest rate of pension granted under this section, which shal! be fur 

perform s l be $24, which is hereby 
sie aneoieie nee that RSV ee disability, 

I refer to thatépr the purpose of saying that in my judgment tho» 
four lines to apply the existing laws and regulations of the 
Pension other words, they propose to apply the present ratc- 
and of the Pension Office to the grades of disability that are 
provided for in this act. 

Mr. BLAIR. I think the word ‘‘ manual’? is omitted in the el 
—_ line with design; but the man who is actually disabled and wlio 

t upon his work, whatever it may be, for his livelihood. 
shall be entitled to a pension. That proposition held distinctly in 
mind, then the next question to be determined is how shall that m:: 
pension be measured, for the bill provides that those disabilities from 
which men may come to suffer, varying as they do in degree, sha!! 

applicable 


[Laugh 


in the amount of pension toeach. If the physical dis 
ability from which a man suffers, disregarding his employment ¢u- 
tirely, it being a physical disability, is so great that he can not pe'- 
form any manual laber—whether that manaal labor was the means 0! 
getting his living or not is unim t—then he is entitled for suc) 
a degree of physical disability to a month. 


If his physical disability is the loss of three fingers of his hand in a 
railroad accident, which the Senator from Kansas supposed in his illv+- 
tration, of course it is not a disability totally incapacitating him to ces") 
his living by manual labor, and he would be rated less than $24 p«! 
month and at such degree less than $24 per month as might be deter 
mined by the . rep later lines which atipry ~ 
the rating of ¢ ope m $24 down are simply a measure of thi 
to the degree of ph padoal disability from 

must be got from the ideaof the nature 


Now, will the Senator advise me why or upon what 
the lawyer disabled by a railroad accident and los- 
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ing three fingers of his left hand and still able to carry on the business 


of his profession should receive any pension at all? That is what I 
want to know. 

Mr. BLAIR. He is disabled physically, and he is in that regard. 
There are very few instances of that kind, of course. But when you 

from the lawyer, who may be one in a hundred thousand or one 
in fifty thousand throughout the country, and you come to the case of 
the clerk, howisit? You may assume that there is not any great neces- 
sity that the lawyer shall receive under this general bill; but on the 
other hand you have to consider that there are but very few such, and 
that in the vicissitudes of life he may come to be dependent upon phys- 
ical labor. Although then he may have to depend upon his profession, 
the time may come when he may have to abandon it. It is a compara- 
tively trifling matter. 

You come very soon to other classes, the clerks and the teachers of 
the country who have been in the service and in regard to whom the 
Senator from Kentucky made hisinquiry. There there does not seem 
to be any objection. They are not a very large number, and tlrey suf- 
fer from physical disability, and they are all to be dependent upon 
their labor. There does not seem to be any great objection, they hav- 
ing performed honorable service, to giving them a pension in proportion 
to the actual degree of physical disability from which they suffer. It 
is very true that oftentimes this disability in these classes of what you 
may call the higher or more intellectual occupations would not largely 
disable them from acquiring a livelihood in their chosen vocation; but 
after all there are a great many cases where it would; and if you say 
‘manual Jabor’”’ you exclude a very large class of those who ought to 
take under the provisions of such anact. It was on the whole thought 
best to omit that word ‘‘ manual’? as the bill came to the Senate be- 
cause of the hardship that would result in such a very large class of 
cases if these persons in intellectual employments, if you may so call 
them, were omitted. 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not understand how any modification was 
made by omitting the word ‘‘manual’’ before ‘‘labor’’ in line 11, if 
you retain it before ‘‘labor’’ in line 19, because that is the controlling 
clause. 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask the Senator to reflect a moment and see if that 
isso. The second clause is: 

The highest rate of pension granted under this section, which shall be for 
total incapacity to form any manual labor, shall be $24, which is hereby made 
divisible upon that jis for any less degree of disability. 

That, without any reference whatever to what precedes in the sec- 
tion, is there simply to indicate a measure for the varying degrees of 
physical disability from which the applicant may have come to suffer, 
from total i ity to perform manual labor down. 

Mr. HOAR. May I inquire whether it means working with his 
hands or something equivalent to that? When you give alien toa 
laborer you do not give it to a lawyer or teacher; you use the word 
*‘laborer.’’ I understand that word has in law, if not technically, 
still such a uniform signification that, independent of the observation 
of the Senator from Kansas, with which I entirely agree, where the 
phrase is used ‘ t parents’? which says ‘‘their own manual 
labor,’’ the word ‘“‘labor’’ has the same significance the Senator at- 
taches to it. 

Mr. INGALLS. Not only in law, but in religion; we say “the la- 
borer is worthy of his hire.’? That does not mean the lawyer is worthy 
of his hire; it means the laboring man. 

Mr. BLAIR. Then the bill is right as it is, and the Senater’s criti- 
cism is of no consequence. 

Mr. INGALLS. No. 

Mr. BLAIR. So I am glad he is satisfied. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator will not understand me. 
an entirely amicable standpoint. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand that. 

Mr. INGALLS. I shall vote for this bill, unless it can be improved 
or we shall get something better. I merely suggest the difficulty in the 
be of uniting the friends of some intelligible pension measure on this 


I speak from 


Mr. BLAIR. . The Senator’s objections to the bill, which seem to be 
as the now stands as I understand him, may be resolved 
in favor of the existing phraseology. 

Mr. INGALLS. If we can not get anything better. 

Mr. BLAIR. If we can get better, very well. Iam ready for better 


Pp . 

Mr. INGALLS. I want to say further that I can see no reason why 
there should be a reduction of the existing rate for total incapacity to 
perform manual labor from $72, which is now the sum that is paid 


monthly, to $24, as provided in this bill. If there is any reason in the 
existing law that gives to a pensioner who is entirely disqualified for 


taking care of himself and requires the constant aid and attention of 
another person $72, then there is no reason, if you are going to be just 
to these men who did service under the same flag and encountered the 
same difficulties, why you should make a discrimination and pay those 
who are the beneficiaries of this bill one-third only of the amount al- 
lowed by law to those who are disabled in the service. 

Mr. BLAIR. e reason of that is this: that this is an extension 
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of pensions to an entirely new class who are supposed not to have de- 
rived their disability by virtue of their service, and therefore we may 
justly deal with them upon a different basis as to the degree of pension 
which we give them from that which we have adopted in treating those 
wko contracted their disability in the service itself. 

Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator from Kansas give wag for an ex- 
ecutive session? 

Mr. INGALLS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to. 

HARBOR OF REFUGE AT SANDY BAY, MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr. MANDERSON. Before the doors are closed I should like to 
make a report from a committee. I am directed by the Committee on 
Printing to report the papers accompanying the letter of the Secretary 
of War, pertaining to the harbor of refuge at Sandy Bay, Massachusetts, 
with the recommendation that they be not printed, and ask that the pa- 
pers and accompanying maps be sent to the Committee on Commerce 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Nebraska, from 
the Committee on Printing, moves that the papers accompanying the 
communication fimed by him benot printed, and that they be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. That order will be made if there be 
no objection. The Chair hears none. 

EXECUTIVE 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive busin 
After fifty-two minutes spent in executive session the doors were 1 
pened, and (at 6 o’clock and 16 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourn 
until to-morrow, Wednesday, May 19, at 12 m. 





SESSION. 





CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nomination confirmed by the Senate April 20, 1886 
William S. Rosecrans, of California, to be Register of the Treasury. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 14, 1888. 
UNITED STATES CONSULS. 

Victor Vifquain, of Nebraska, to be consul of the United States at 
Barranquilla. 

John M. Birch, of Wheeling, W. Va., to be consul of the United 
States at Na ki. 5 

Peter Staub, of Knoxville, Tenn., to be consul of the United States 
at St. Galle. 

Promotions in the Revenue-Marine Service. 

First Lieut. Morton L. Phillips, to be a captain in the revenue-marine 
service of the United States. 

Second Lieut. Wm. 8S. Baldwin, to be a first lieutenant in the Rey- 
enne-Marine Service in the United States. 

APPRAISER OF MERCHANDISE. 

Lawrence Harrigan, of Missouri, to be appraiser of merchandise {01 

the port of Saint Louis, in the State of Missouri. 
NAVAL OFFICER OF CUSTOMS. 

Silas W. Burt, of New York, to be naval officer of customs in the d 

trict of New York, in the State of New York. 
SURVEYORS OF CUSTOMS. 
Robert C. Jordan, of Nebraska, to be surveyor of customs for the 


port 
of Omaha, in the State of Nebraska. 
Hans 8. B:attie, of New York, to be surveyor of customs for the port 
of New York, in the State of New York 
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 
Obadiah W. Cutler, of New York, to be collector of customs for the 


district of Niagara, N. Y. 

William Reed, of New York, to be collector of customs for the d 
trict of Champlain, in the State of New York. 

Charles C. Sweeny, of Texas, to be collector of customs for the dis- 
trict of Galveston, in the State of Texas. 

Clother H. Vaughn, of New York, to be collector of customs for the 
district of Sag Harbor, in the State of New York. 

Serson P. Coffin, of Massachusetts, to be collector of custom 
distriet of Edgartown, in the State of Massachusetts. 


PENSION AGENT. 
William W. H. Davis, of Doylestown, Pa., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


to be pension agent < 
REGISTER OF LAND 01 
Edgar 8. Wilson, of Jackson, Miss., to be register 
at Cheyenne, Wyo. 
RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 
Edward R. Fogg, of Nebraska, to be receiver of public moneys : 
Beatrice, Nebr. 


FICE 


of the land « 


POSTMASTERS. 
John N. Major, to be postmaster at Redding, in the county of Shasta 
and State of California. 
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Jo. D. Sproul, to be postmaster at Chico, in the county of Butteand 
State of California. 

Russell D. Stephens, to be postmaster at Sacramento, in the county 
of Sacramento and State of California. 

David W. Gwynn, to be postmaster at Tallahassee, in the county of 
Leon and State of Florida. 

Daniel W. Krisher, to be postmaster at North Manchester, in the 
county of Wabash and State of Indiana. 

John E. Ward, to be postmaster at Modesto, in the county of Stan- 
islaus and State of California. 

Robert M. Roberson, to be postmaster at Tipton, in the county of 
Tipton and State of Indiana. 

Sumner B. Chase, to be postmaster at Osage, in the county of Mitch- 
ell and State of Iowa. 

A. L. Downard, to be postmaster at Marengo, in the county of Iowa 
and State of Iowa. 

C. C. Yonge, jr., to be postmaster at Pensacola, in the county of Es- 
cambia and State of Florida. 

William 8. Evans, to be postmaster at La Grange, in the ccunty of 
Troup and State of Georgia. 

Harry C. Evans, to be postmaster at Bloomfield, in the county of 
Davis and State of Iowa. 

E. D. Fenn, to be postmaster at Nevada, in thecounty of Storey and 
State of Iowa. 

J. C. Roney, to be postmaster at Americus, in the county of Sumter 
and State of Georgia, in place of William A. Black. 

William T. Sharp, to be postmaster at Brooklyn, in the county of 
Poweshiek and State of Iowa. 

W. H. Brister, to be postmaster at Water Valley, in the county of 
Yalobusha and State of Mississippi. 

William E. Black, to be postmaster at Gallatin, in the county of 
Daviess and State of Missouri. 

Louis Lowry, to be postmaster at Cameron, in the county of Clinton 
and State of Missouri. 

John Marens, to be postmaster at Hamilton, in the county of Cald- 
well and State of Missouri. 

Francis M. Setzer, to be postmaster at Albany, in the county of 
Gentry and State of Missouri. 

John C, Anderson, to be postmaster at Spartanburg Court House, in 
the county of Spartanburg and State of South Carolina. 

Patrick M. Shea, to be postmaster at Chicopee Falls, Mass. 

James 8S. Vedder, to be postmaster at Washington, Washington 
County, Kansas. 

William Lavies, to be postmaster at Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara 
County, California. 

Warren Woodson, to be postmaster at Red Bluff, Tehama County, 
California. 

T. C. McConnell, to be postmaster at Brownwood, Brown County, 
Texas. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Twenty-fourth Regiment of Infantry. 


First Lieut. John L. Ballis, to be captain, April 29, 1886. 
Second Lieut. Alfred M. Palmer, to be first lieutenant, April 29, 1886. 


THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

Capt. George E. Head, to be major, April 20, 1886, vice Jordan, pro- 
moted to the Nineteenth Infantry. 

First Lieut. John P. Thompson, to be captain, April 20, 1886, vice 
Herd, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Francis P. Fremont, to be first lieutenant, April 20, 
1886, vice Thompson, promoted. 

EIGHTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

First Lieut. Cyrus A. Earnest, regimental quartermaster, to be cap- 
tain, April 19, 1886, vice Andrews, promoted to the Twenty-first In- 
fautry. 

EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

Lieut. Col. John E. Yard, of the Twenty-fourth Infantry, to be col- 

onel, April 19, 1886, vice Ruger, appointed brigadier-general. 
NINETEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

Maj. William H. Jordan, of the Third Infantry, to be lieutenant-col- 
onel, April 20, 1886, vice Bliss, promoted to the Twenty-fourth In- 
fantry. 

TWENTY-FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


Capt. John N. Andrews, of the Eighth Infantry, to be major, April 
19, 1886, vice Pearson, promoted to the Twenty-fourth Infantry. 


TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Second Lieut. Stephen O’Connor, to be first lieutenant, April 1, 1886, 
vice Bolton, appointed regimental adjutant. 
TWENTY-FOURTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


Lieut. Col. Zenas R. Bliss, of the Nineteenth Infantry, to be colonel, 
April 20, 1886, vice Potter, appointed 
Maj. Edward P. Pearson, of the Twenty-first Infantry, to be lien- 





tenant-colonel, April 19, 1886, vice Yard, promoted to the Eighteenth 
Infantry. 
FIRST REGIMENT OF CAVALRY. 
First Lieut. Frazier A. Boutelle, to be captain, April 24, 1886, ric, 
Bendire, retired from active service. 
Second Lieut. Oscar J. Brown, to be first lieutenant, April 24, 1886, 
vice Boutelle, promoted. 
FIFTH REGIMENT OF CAVALRY. 
First Lieut. Charles H. Rockwell, to be captain, April 24, 1886, ric: 
Payne, retired from active service. 
Second Lieut. Henry J. Goldman, to be first lieutenant, 
1886, vice Rockwell, promoted. 


EIGHTH REGIMENT OF CAVALRY. 
First Lieut. Richard A. Williams, to be captain, April 24, 1886, vice 
Foote, retired from active service. 


Second Lieut. Joseph A. Claxton, to be first lieutenant, 
1886, rice Williams, promoted. 


FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


Second Lieut. John 8. Mason, jr., to be first lieutenant, 
1886, rice Edmunds, appointed regimental adjutant. 
THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
First Lieut. Melville C. Wilkinson, to be captain, April 24, 1880, 
vice Mitchell, retired from active service. 


Second Lieut. George Bell, jr., to be first lieutenant, April 24, 1886, 

vice Wilkinson, promoted. 
ELEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

First Lieut. William Hoffman, to be captain, April 24, 1886, vic: 
Jackson, retired from active service. 

First Lieut. Charles F. Roe, to be captain, April 24, 1886, vice Whit- 
ney, retired from active service. 

Second Lieut. James E. Macklin, to be first lieutenant, April 24, 
1886, vice Hoffman, promoted. 

Second Lieut. John H. Philbrick, to be first lieuteuant, April 24, 
1886, vice Roe, promoted. 

TWENTY-FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

First Licut. Edward B. Rheem, to be captain, April 24, 1886, vive 
Evans, retired from active service. 

Second Lieut. Charles M. Truitt, to be first lieutenant, April 24, 
1886, vice Rheem, promoted. 


COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL REVENUE. 


John H. Farley, of Ohio, to be collector of internal revenue for the 
eighteenth district of Ohio. 

The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report 
from the Committee on Finance; which was ordered by the Senate to 
be printed in the REecorD: 


The Committee on Finance have had under consideration the nomination (No. 
1304) of John H. pier of Onio, roe a of internal revenue for the eight- 
eenth district 0, in place of Worth 8. Streator ded, and, so far as 
they have Gene Sole me obtain a the information, they find Mr. Fariey is a fit 
proper person to discharge the duties of ‘the office, and that there are no 
charges or papers on file reflecting upon the character of Mr. Streator, sus- 
as will appear from the following letter of the Secretary of the Treasury: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 17, 1836. 


Sir: Your cineuiiectins on behalf of the Finance Committee of the Senate, 
dated March 16, 1886, asking whether or not “ there arc any charges on file against 
the official or moral character of Worth S. Streator, late Solineteret internal rev- 
enue for the district of Ohio, suspended,” is received. 

In reply thereto I have the honor to state that, so far as this inquiry relatesto 
a suspension from office, I feel bound by the rules laid down in the President's 
recent m: to the Senate upon the a subject of such suspensions. 

But in order that I may surely act within the requirements of the statute rc- 
lating to the furnishing by this Department of information to the Senate, I beg 
leave to remind the committee that the office referred to has no fixed term at- 
tached to it, and to further state that the President is satisfied that a change in 
the incumbency of said office will result in an improvement of the public service. 
ane Ss the policy of the present administration will be better carried out by 
suc! 

Except as the same may be involved in these considerations, no papers con- 
teins es reflecting upon the official or moral character of the guspende: d 

in your communication are in the custody of this Departmen 


Respectfully, yours, 
D. MANNING, Secretary. 


April 24, 


April 24, 


April 20, 


Hon. Justix 8. Morr, 


Chairman wv ae ee on Finance. 
A resolution, nanimously adopted by the Committee on 
Finance, A 6,186, oe fe Dna to this and ail similar letters to the foregoing 
the letters of the Secretary of the Treasury to the Committee 


on Finance, dated March 16, 1886, or subsequently, in relation to the suspension 
of collectors of internal revenue, should be received on held as honest declara- 
tions made in see faith that that Steve are no r papers on file in the De- 
—— r reflecting in any manner against their wetal or official conduct or 


Under this statement of facts, and the fact that there is no fixed term attac hed “dd 
to the office of collector of internal revenue, the committee recommend the con 
firmation of Mr. Farley. 





REJECTION. 

Executive nomination rejected by the Senate May 14, 1886. 
Charles W. Button nominated to be postmaster at Lynchburg, in 
the county of Campbell and State of Virginia. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TVESDAY, May 18, 1886. 


The House met at 11 0’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. Minpury, D. D. 

On motion of Mr. DOCKERY, the reading of so much of the Jour- 
nal of the proceedings of yesterday as related to the introduction of 
bills and resolutions was dispensed with. The remainder of the Jour- 
nal was read and approved. 

REGULATION OF MACKEREL FISHING. 


Mr. REED, of Maine. Mr. Speaker, the bill with regard to the im- 
porting and landing of mackerel caught during te spawning season 
was assigned for to-day, but I understand it is designed to bring up 
the postal appropriation bill, in which case I do not desire to interfere, 
but will ask thatthe mackerel bill be postponed until the day after to- 
morrow immediately after the reading of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. By an order of the House made some days siacea 
bill reported from the Committee on Ways and Means, in charge of the 
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], was postponed until 
to-day. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] now asks that the 
order postponing it be continued until the day after to-morrow. 

Mr. HOLMAN. What is the character of the bill? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. It isa bill with regard to the close of the time 
for mackerel fishing. It is a bill that will not take long. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the order will be made 
as requested by the gentleman from Maine. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from the 
President of the United States; which was read, referred to the Cum- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


With reference to the paragraph in my annual message to Congress in which 
I called attention to the uncertainty that exists as to the location of the frontier 
line between Alaska and British Columbia as defined by the treaty of cession 
with of March 30, 1867, I now transmit herewith for the information and 
consideration of Congress a report of the Secretary of State upon the subject, 
with accompanying papers. 

In view of the importance of the subject I recommend that provision be made 
by law for a preliminary survey of the boundary line in question by officers of 
the United States, in order that the information necessary for the basis of a 
treaty between this country and Great Britain for the establishment of adefinite 
boundary line may be obtained; and I alsorecommend that the sum of $100,000, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, be appropriated for the expenses of 


making such survey. 
5 GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXEcUTIVE Mansion, Washington, May 17, 1886. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. BAYNE, for the remainder of this week. 

To Mr. WEST, for one week, on account of important business. 

To Mr. GEDDEs, for one week, on account of important business. 

To Mr. LANDES, for one week from to-day, on account of important 
business. 

SALARIES OF CONSULAR OFFICERS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, submitting an estimate from the Secretary of 
State for salaries of consular officers, not citizens of the United States, 
for the current fiscal year; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


N. A. ADAMS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, with inclosure, a letter from 
the Secretary of the Interior relative to an appropriation to reimburse 
N. A. Adams, late pension agent at Topeka, Kans., for protest fees paid 
by him; which was referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, NEW YORK. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, submitting the estimate of appropriation for 
one assistant collector, district of New York; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

M’LEMORE VS. THE UNITED STATES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the assistant 
clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting a copy of the order of the 
findings of fact in the case of Sarah L. McLemore, administratrix, vs. 
The United States; which was referred tothe Committee on War Claims. 

RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH INDIAN TERRITORY. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 6391) to 
authorize the Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf Railway Company to 
construct and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for 
other with ment by the Senate. 

Mr. Mr. Speaker, the Senate amendment is merely formal ; 


it does not change the meaning of the bill in any way, and I ask that 
it be now concurred in. mt 
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The amendment was read, as follows: 

Page 7, line 24, after “all,” insert ‘‘ fences.”’ 

The amendment was concurred in. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AT KANSAS CITY, MO. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 117) making 
an appropriation for the extension and enlargement of the United States 
custom-house at Kansas City, Mo.; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

SEWELL COULSON AND OTHERS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 249) for the 
payment of Sewell Coulson and Porter, Harrison & Fishback for legal 
services; which was referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT TERRE HAUTE, IND. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 430) to change 
the limit of appropriation for the public building at Terre Haute, Ind. ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Building and Grounds. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT LA FAYETTE, IND. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 531) to provide 
for the erection of a public building at La Fayette, Ind.; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 

PUBLIC BUILDING, DETROIT, MICH. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1131) to amend 
an act to provide for the purchase of a site and the erection of a public 
building thereon at Detroit, Mich., approved March 2, 1885; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

HEIRS OF MARTIN KENOFSKY. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1219) for the 
relief of the heirs of Martin Kenofsky; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT MARQUETTE, MICH. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1457) to increase 
the appropriation for the erection of a public building at Marquette, 
Mich.; which was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, 

DENISON AND WASHITA RAILWAY COMPANY. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1486) to author- 
ize the Denison and Washita Railway Company to construct and op- 
erate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

PUBLIC BUILDING, JACKSON, MISS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1550) to provide 
for an addition to the United States building at Jackson, Miss.; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT DENVER, COLO. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1592) to change 
the limit of appropriation for the public building at Denver, Colo.; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT FORT DODGE, IOWA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1611) for the 
erection of a public building at Fort Dodge, Iowa; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, SAINT PAUL, MINN. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1919) to au- 
thorize the purchase of additional ground adjoining the United States 
court-house and post-office building at Saint Paul, Minn., the erection 
of a bonded warehouse, and the repair of the existing United States 
building at said place, and providing money therefor; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT HARRISONBURG, VA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill (S. 2058) to com- 
plete the public building at Harrisonburg, Va.; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill (S. 2191) to com- 
plete repairs and alterations of the public building at Parkersburg, W. 


Va.;' which was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, 
WESTERN MIAMI INDIANS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill (S. 1433) for the re- 
lief of the Western Miami Indians of Kansas‘ which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

REPORT ON ALASKA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following Senate con- 
current resolutions; which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

IN THE SENATE OF THE USITEeED States, May 14, 1886. 


Resolved by the Senate of the United States (the House of Representatives concurring), 
That the report on Alaska by L. E. Turner be printed, with the necessary illus- 
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trations, and that 4,000 additional copies be printed; of which 1,000 copies shall 
be for the use of the Senate, 2,000 copies for the use of the House of Representa- 
tives, and 1,000 copies for distribution under the direction of the Chief Signal 
Officer of the United States Army. 


BONDS OF CIGAR MANUFACTURERS. 


Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on Ways and Meaus, reported, as 
a substitute for H. R. 1985, a bill (H. R. 8966) to so construe and 
amend section 3387 of the Revised Statutes as amended as to reduce the 
penal sum of the bonds of cigar manufacturers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

House bill No. 1985 was ordered to be laid on the table. 
BRIDGE ACROSS SAINT AUGUSTINE AND LAZARETTO CREEKS, GEORGIA. 


Mr. CRISP, from the Committee on Commerce, reported, as a substi- 
tute for H. R. 7600, a bill (H.-R. 8967) to authorize the building of 
railroad bridges across Saint Augustine and Lazaretto Creeks, State of 
Georgia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the House 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

House bill No. 7600 was ordered to be laid on the table. 

BRIDGE ACROSS THE MENOMINEE. 


Mr. CRISP, from the Committee on Commerce, also reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8023) to give the as- 
sent of Congress to the construction of a bridge by the municipalities 
of Menominee, Mich., and Marinette, Wis., over Meneminee River; 
which was referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


BRIDGE ACROSS LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 


Mr. CRISP, from the Committee on Commerce, also reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 63) to authorize the con- 
struction of a highway bridge across that part of the waters of Lake 
Champlain lying between the towns of North Hero and Alburg, in 
the State of Vermont; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

BELLINGHAM BAY RAILWAY AND NAVIGATION COMPANY. 


Mr. CRISP, from the Committee on Commerce, also reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 236) to authorize the 
Bellingham Bay Railway and Navigation Company to build certain 
bridges in the Territory of Washington; which was referred to the House 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

READJUSTMENT OF POSTMASTERS’ SALARIES. 


Mr. BINGHAM, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, submitted the views of the minority, toaccompany the bill (H. R. 
6993) amendatory of the actapproved March 3, 1883, entitled ‘‘Anact au- 
thorizing and directing the Postmaster-General to readjust thesalaries of 
certain postmastcrs in accordance with the provisions of section 8 of the 
act of June 12, 1866, and confirmatory of the action of the Post-Office 
Department thereunder;’’ which was ordered to be printed, to accom- 
pany the report of the committee. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. PAYSON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, reported 
back with adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 450) repealing all 
laws granting public lands to certain railroad companies and to certain 
States for the benefit of said railroad companies, and declaring the right 
and interest of said railroad companies and States in said lands forfeited, 
and also declaring said lands to be a part of the public domain, subject 
to homestead, pre-emption, and sale as other public lands belonging 
to the United States, and for other purposes; which was ordered to be 
laid on the table, and the accompanying report printed. 

Mr. PAYSON. This relates to so much of that bill as refers to the 
lands granted in aid of the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad Com- 
pany, as the rt fully sets forth. 

Mr. SADL from the Committeeon the Territories, reported back 
with adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 2163) to regulate the 
manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors in the Territories, with a 
provision to submit the same to the voters thereof for ratification; which 
was ordered to be laid onthe table, and the peongentin’ report printed. 

Mr. MITCHELL, from the Committee on Patents, reported back 
with adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 2117) for the relief of the 
assignees of Charles W. Jones by the extension of a patent; which was 
ordered to be laid on the table, and the accompanying report pritited. 


BUSINESS FROM COMMITTEE ON INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. MATSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with favorable recommendation the resolution of May 17, 1886, 
fixing certain days for the consideration of business from said commit- 
tee; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORT. 

Mr. TAULBEE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 

back with adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 2653) for the relief 
i of the governor of said 


of West Virginia troops ee au 
State during the late war; w (on motion of Mr. Gorr) was referred 






May 18, 


to the Calendar of the Committee of the Whole House on the state «; 
the Union, and, with the adverse report, ordered to be printed. 
MARY MORTIMER SEMMES. 

Mr. SCOTT, from the Committee on Pensions, reported back with 
favorable recommendation the bill (S. 489) granting a pension to Mar, 
Mortimer Semmes, widow of Commodore Alexander A. Semmes, U. s 
N.; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 1}, 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to },, 
printed. 

MARY E. CRIMMINS. 

Mr. SCOTT, from the Committee on Pensions, also reported }a:\ 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (8. 160) granting a pension 
to Mary E. Crimmins, widow of Patrick Crimmins; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, ani 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


MARGARET HUNTER HARDIE. 

Mr. SCOTT, from the Committee on Pensions, also reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1133) granting an increase 
of pension to Margaret Hunter Hardie; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the av- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

CHANGES OF REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr. PINDAR, by unanimous consent the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was di ed from the further consideration o: 
the bill (H. R. 6843) for the relief of Archibald Donnelly; and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, by unanimous consent the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the further consideration o: 
the bill (H. R. 3119) for the relief of Louis Garon; and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

ALFRED J. HILL. 

Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reporte: 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 8651) increasing the pension of Alfred 
J. Hill; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES J. ESTY. 

Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also iv- 
ported back favorably the bill (8S. 810) granting a pension to Charles |) 
Esty; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reporte« 
back adversely bills of the following titles; which were severally lai: 
on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. 7334) granting a pension to Mrs. Ruth Adley; 

A bill (H. R. lest granting a pension to Elizabeth Bridges; 

A bill (H. R. 1473) granting a pension to Mary Carr; 

A bill (H. R. 7944) to increase the pension of Andrew J. Durgin 


and 
A bill (H. R. 4123) granting a pension to Charles J. Esty. 


RACHEL FLEMING CELLAR. 

Mr. BRADY, from the Committee on Pensions, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (S. 895) granting a pension to Rachel Fleming Cellar; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed 


ABBY L. BURBANK. 

Mr. BRADY, from the Committee on Pensions, also reported back 
favorably the bill (S. 2192) granting a ion to Abby L. Burbank; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the |’ri- 
vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printe:. 


MARY HOWARD FARQUHAR. 

Mr. LANDES (by Mr. ELDREDGE) from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back favorably the bill (S. 678) for the relief of Mary How- 
ard Farquhar; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

HENRY BELLION. 

Mr. BRADY, from the Committee on Pensions, also reported ba: 
favorably the bill (8S. 1217) for the relief of Henry Bellion; which \°- 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calend:: 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Pensions, repo! | 
back adversely bills of the following titles; which were severally |: 


on the table, and the acco: ing reports ordered to be printe:. 
bil (HR 271) forthe weit o alencia C. Hutchinson; 
R. 2534) granting a pension to James A. Van Nort: 
E S70} eentint s Pension te I. Foster; and 
R. granting a pension to B. F. Foy. 


BEE 
Be 
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WILLIAM LYNCH. 

Mr. STRUBLE, from the Committee on Pensions, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (H. R. 6132) granting a pension to William Lynch; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Cal- 
endar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

JOHN MELLIFONT AND ELLEN RIORDON. 


Mr. LANHAM, from the Committee on Claims, reported, as asubsti- 
tute for H. R. 3716, a bill (H. R. 8968) for the relief of John Mellifont 
and Ellen Riordon; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committeeof the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. : 

House bill No. 3716 was, by unanimous consent, laid on the table. 

MARIAN F. HAYNIE. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (H. R. 96) for the relief of Marian FP. Haynie; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 
dar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

. MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMpson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had agreed to the amendments of the House 
to bills of the following titles: 

A bill (S. 685) granting a pension to Mary Marsh; 

A bill (S. 1227) granting an increase of pension to William IP’. Squires; 

d 


an 

A bill (S. 1539) granting a pension to Eveline Hunt, widow, and the 
minor children of Lewis Hunt, deceased. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment the bill (H. R. 570) for the relief of E. P. Thompson. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with amend- 


ments the bill (H. R. 4838) to abolish certain fees for official services | 


to American vessels, and to amend the laws relating to shipping com- 
missioners, seamen, and owners of vessels, and for other purposes; asked 
a conference with the House on the amendments to said bill; and had 
appointed as conferees on the part of the Senate Mr. MILLER, Mr. 
Dorn, and Mr. VEst. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed bills and 
joint resolutions of the following titles; in which the concurrence of the 
House was requested: 

A bill (8S. 12) to authorize the juries of the United States circuit 
and district courts to be used interchangeably, and to provide for 
drawing talesmen ; 

A bill (8, 129) authorizing the Secretary of War to adjust and set- 
tle the account for arms, ammynition, and accouterments between the 
Territory of Montana and the United States; 

A bill e ast for the relief of Martin L. Bundy; 

A bill (S. 990) to enable the State of California to take lands in lieu 
of the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections found to be mineral lands ; 

A bill (S. 1422) to amend the law relating to the bonds of execu- 
tors in the District of Columbia; 

A bill (S. 1568) to authorize Commander John W. Philip, United 
States Navy, to accept a silver pitcher from the Government of the 
United States of Colombia; 

A bill (8. 1577) to amend the third section of an act entitled ‘‘An 
act to provide for the sale of the Sac and Fox and Iowa Indian reser- 
vations, in the States of Nebraska and Kansas, and for other pur- 

”? approved March 3, 1885; 


A bill (8. 2135) to compensate Isaiah W. Lees and H. H. Ellis, of | 


for services rendered the Government ; 
A joint resolution (S. R. 18) for the relief of the Kansas City, 
Scott and Gulf Railroad Company; and 
A joint resolution (S. R. 48) authorizing Rear-Admiral J. W. A. 
Nicholson to accept a medal conferred upon him by the Kingof Sweden 
and Norway. 


Fort 


LAFAYETTE FOWLER. 
Mr. TRIGG, from the Committee on Claims, reported back favorably 


the bill (H. R. 8676) for the selief of Lafayette Fowler; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ENOCH JACOBS. 
Mr. BROWN, of Ohio, from the Committee on Claims, reported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. 4197} to compensate Enoch Jacobs for serv- 
ices tothe Department of State; which was referred to the 


Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the | 


accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


NIGHT INSPECTORS, ETC. 
Mr. BROWN, of Ohio, from the Committee on Claims, also reported 


back favorably the bill (H. R. 7771) for the relief of night inspectors | 


of the pam of New York and Baltimore; which was referred to the 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 


accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
JABEZ BURCHARD. 
Mr. SOWDEN, from the Committee on Claims, reported back favor- 
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ably the bill (H. R. 570) for the relief of Jabez Burchard; which was 

referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 

dar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
CORONNA, TAUSSIG & CO. AND OTHERS. 

_ Mr. NEAL, from the Committee on Claims, reported, as a substitute 

for the bill H. R. 6310, a bill (H. R. 8969) for the relief of Coronna, 

Taussig & Co. and others; which was read a first and second time, 

referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, 

andl, with the accompatiying report, ordered to be printed 

| The bill H. R. 6310 was laid on the table. 

LIEUT. JOHN G. KYLE. 

Mr. BROWN, of Ohio, from the Committee on Claims, reported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. 1926) for the payment of the funeral expenses 
of Lieut. John G. Kyle; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


S. E. SCARBOROUGIL. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 3257) for the relief of 8. E. Scarborough; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

TRUSTEES OF JUDSON FEMALE COLLEGE. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, from the Committee on War Claims, 
reported, as a substitute for the bill H. R. 3172, a bill (H. R. 8970) to 
reimburse the trustees of the Judson Female College; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 
| The bill H. R. 3172 was laid on the table. 
| 


FREDERICK W. RUGGLES. 

Mr. LYMAN, from the Committee on War Claims, reported back ad- 
versely the bill (H. R. 1001) for the relief of Frederick W. Ruggles; 
which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. LYMAN, from the Committee on War Claims, also reported back 
adversely the bill (S. 187) for the relief of Frederick W. Ruggles, of 
Westport, Nova Scotia; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 


HEIRS OF THE LATE FRANCIS I. WHEELER. 
Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
s favorably the bill (H. R. 6080) for the relief of the heirs of the 


late Francis I. Wheeler; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 


_ 


report, ordered to be printed. 
CALIFORNIA SILK. 
Mr. HATCH, from the Comniittee on Agriculture, reported back fa- 
vorably joint resolution (H. Res. 171) authorizing the exhibition of 
specimens of California silk in the Capitol building by Professor New- 
man; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 


ADDITIONAL ASSOCIATE JUSTICE SUPREME COURT, NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. JOSEPH, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
with amendment the bill (H. R. 2850) providing for one additional as- 
| sociate justice of the supreme court of the Territory of New Mexico, 
| and for other purposes; which was referred to the Committee of the 
| Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

| Mr. BLOUNT, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 

Roads, reported back the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 

5887) making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Depart- 

ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887; which were referred to 

| the Committee of the Whole Honse on the state of the Union, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
adversely bills of the following titles; which were laid on the table, 
and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. 5092) granting 

A bill (H. R. 7405) granting 

A bill (H. R. 5437) granting 


POST-OFFICE 


a pension to Nancy Conner 
a pension to Mary F. Black; and 
a pension to Lewis Chronister. 
APPROPRIAT! 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the House rcsolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of con- 
sidering theamendments of the Senate to the Post-Office appropriation 
bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Houseaccordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. HAMMOND in the chair. 


IN BILI 
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The CHAIRMAN. Theamendmentsof the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
5887) making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, are now n to general 
debate, and the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT], chairman of 
* Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, for the present I shall confine what 
I have to say to the sixth amendment of the Senate to the Post-Office 
appropriation bill, which may be succinctly stated as what is known 
as the subsidy clause. I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read a state- 
ment from the Superintendent of Foreign Mails defining sea and in- 
land postage. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Q. Define sea and inland postage. 


A. It is the gross revenue collected on the mails destined to foreign countries. 
Q. On what basis is it calculated? 
A. Five cents per each one-half ounce, or $1.60 per pound, on letters and post- 


cards, and 1 cent per 2 ounces, or 8 cents per pound, on other articles. 
Q. Please define sea pos 


tage. 

A. It is an indefinite term. Under the Berne treaty, which went into effect 
July 1, 1875, the rate of extraordinary sea transit of the mails was fixed at 25 francs 
per kilogram, or $4.82 for 2 pounds 3 ounces for letters and post-cards, and 1 franc 
(19 cents) per kilogram (2 pounds 3 ounces) on other articles,and the ordinary 
rate of sea transit of the mails was fixed at 6 francs 50 centimes, or about 60 cents 

yer pound, on letters and ,and 50 centimes on other articles. The 
?aris convention of June, 1878, by paragraph 2, article 4, page 5, reduced the in- 
ternational sea transit rates of the mails as follows: Where the extraordinary 
rates of sea transit had been hitherto fixed at 25 francs it was reduced to 15 francs, 
and where the ordinary sea transit rate had been fixed at 6 francs 50 centimes 
2 was reduced to 5 francs, or 44 cents per pound. As the United 
Government was a party to, and is bound by, this conventional treaty this 
Department has accepted and taken these rates to be sea postage on the mails 
conveyed by the various steamship companies. There is no statutory law de- 
fining sea or inland tage, and this Department has been governed solely by 


the Universal Postal Union treaty. 

Mr. BLOUNT. This rule of payment for carrying our mails is the 
only provision upon the subject at this time. We are brought now to 
examine the Senate amendment, which is based on an allegation that 
the compensation is inadequate, as well as on various others. It will 
be observed that in the first portion of that amendment there isa declara- 
tion that its object is— 


Tosecure the greater frequency and regularity in dispatch, and a greater speed 
in the carriage of such mails. 

To do this the Postmaster-General is directed to advertise for pro- 
posals, to contract with owners of American steamships— 

For a term of not less than three years nor more than five years, and atarate 
of compensation not exceeding 50 cents a nautical mile on the trip each way 
actually traveled between the terminal gatnta, the most direct and feasible 
sailing course between the terminal points, as shall be found expedient and de- 
sirable to secure the ends above set forth. 

So far the object seems to be provided with language out of which 
some results are to be anticipated. He is required up to this point to 
rovide for greater speed and a greater number of trips. After that, 
owever, tne friends of the steamship companies, discontented with this 
arrangement, apprehending that the Postmaster-General up to this 
point having a discretion in reference to this matter might exercise it 
to an end they were not seeking, found means of adding to that the fol- 
lowing clause: 

And if he shall be unable to make such contracts for any of such respective 
services he shall, so far as — cause the mails of the United States to be 
carried to and from said p , respectively, in the best and most expeditious 


manner practicable, in American vessels, and for a reasonable compensation, 
not exceeding the rate aforementioned. 


It is to be observed that this last clause is the gist of this whole 
amendment. This sum of money is to be confined to the payment of 
American steamers between points specifically designated. It can go 
nowhere else. And if these companies are not willing to give any in- 
crease of trips, or increase of speed, or particular size of vessels, or any 
other requirement which would seem wise and proper regarding the 
postal and commercial facilities of this country, they have but to say 
to the Postmaster-General, ‘‘ We decline; we shall continue to run the 
lines we have as we run them now. And what can youdo? Here 
is a declaration that if you can not negotiate with us after advertise- 
ment under the first portion of this paragraph then you shall, if pos- 
sible, as the language runs, have the mail carried on steamships of this 
kind at a rate not exceeding 50 centsa mile. We have these steamers; 
we are willing to carry the mails at 50 cents a mile, and the law takes 
from you all discretion. We are at yourservice; give us this money.” 

It is equivalent to an absolute direction to the Postmaster-General, 
and such is his understandingofit. 'The Postmaster-General is required 
to have these mails carried upon the existing lines of steamers. As the 
service stood last year some of these lines contained foreign-constructed 
steamers, Take the New York, Havanaand Mexican line. Five of the 
steamships of that line are American and four are foreign vessels. On 
it, therefore, under this law the Postmaster-General is compelled to re- 
duce the number of trips. And soit happensonotherlines. You have, 
therefore, an expenditure of $800,000 which will not give you any 

ter number of trips, which will result in your getting fewer trips, 
in actually narrowing your foreign mail facilities. 

In addition to this he must contract, if he contractsat all, for a term 
not less than three nor more than five years. When heshall have given 
to these lines 50 cents a mile for either period, it works an absolute in- 








May 18 





hibition upon any other company attempting to traverse the same route. 
Fifty cents a mile each way, running up into thousands of dollars, gives 
them an advantage over any other line, and prevents the construction 
of new ships for the purpose of going on these routes for that period, 
Therefore you have, so far as your commerce is concerned, blocked the 
way for an increase of lines for commercial purposes. You have pre- 
vented by your law any increase of the postal service during that time. 
Other vessels will not come in when you want more trips, when you 
want more speed, under circumstances like these. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, you will not, as I have already stated, get an 
additional trip by it. On the contrary, you will have reduced your 
service. 

I wish to call the attention of the committee to a statement from 
the Superintendent of the Foreign Mail Service, prepared under the di- 
rection of the Postmaster-General. In relation to this matter, the first 
line to which I call the attention of the committee is the New York, 
Havanaand Mexican. Article 4 of its contract with the Mexican Goy- 
ernment of January 17, 1881, extended to 1886, requires that— 


All letters, official documents, and other packages dispatched by the admin- 
istration of posts for the ports at which the steamers are pledged to call— 


Mark you— 
both going and coming from Mexico will be transported free by the company 


during the period it enjoys the subsidies. 


Article 7 of the postal convention between the United States and 
Mexicoof December 11, 1861, provides for the transmission of American 
mails through Mexico without eharge. 

An extract from the letter of the Mexican secretary of the interior, 
dated August, 1885, addressed to the director-general of posts of Mexico, 
and by him transmitted to this Department, is as follows: 

It is stated in the contracts made with these companies,the New York, Ha- 
vana and Mexican, the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, and the California and 
Mexican line, that they are obliged to convey, both going and coming, the ofli- 
cial and public correspondence. 

Virtually, the steamer may be considered as a traveling office of the 
Mexican post-office whose services the other countries of the Postal 
Union may employ by paying to the Mexican post-office the transit ex- 
penses, in accordance with articles 3 and 4 of the Paris convention. 

Article 3, paragraph 2, of the Paris convention, reads thus: 

Unless there be a contrary arrangement, the direct sea conveyance performed 
between two countries by means of packets or vessels depending upon one of 
them shall be considered as a third service, and such conveyance, as well as any 


rformed between two offices of the same country by the intermediary of mar- 
time or territorial services maintained by another country is regulated by the 


Stipulation of the following article. 


Article 4 fixes the rate of sea transit for such service at 5 francs per 
kilogram for letters and postal cards and 50 centimes per kilogram for 
other articles. 

Now, under this arrangement here is the New York, Havana and 
Mexican line, which belongs, so far as mail facilities are concerned, to 
the Mexican Government, receiving a subsidy for carrying their mails to 
this country and carrying back our mails. The pending proposition 
designs to give that company $58,700—to give it to them absolutely. 
It is Ours now, but this bill proposes that you shall give them that 
amount as an absolute donation. 

But su ing this obligation on the part of this company to the 
Mexican Government did not exist, I ask attention to some statistics as 
to what you would pay this line under the present law or treaty stipu- 
lations compared with what this bill proposes to pay them. I have here 
a statement from which, as I intend to print it in fall in the Recorp, 
I shall read now only brief extracts. 

The price per pound meee hg 50 cents a mile, is $1.18.2. The 
price per pound at sea and in postage is 24 cents. And that is 
above their advertised express rates. 

Now let us examine the case of the Pacific Steamship line running 
from San Francisco to Panama. Article 4 of its contract with the Mex- 
ican Government provides that the company obligates itself to convey 
free on its steamers correspondence and packages of prints dispatched 
by post-offices and intended for the port of call or originating in it, the 
company being obliged to receive or deliver on its account in each port 
such correspondence and to take care of it whileon board their steamers. 
The extracts from the letter of the Mexican secretary of the interior 
and the observationsset forthin connection with the New York, Havana 
and Mexican line apply likewise here; also article 7 of the postal con- 
vention between the United States and Mexico and the extracts from 
the Paris convention given above. 

So here you have asecond line under contract with the Mexican Gov- 
ernment to carry the Mexican mails to this country and to take the 
American mails to Mexico. Now it will be observed that the pound 
rate here is $5.70,',, while at sea and inland postage it would be 21.4 
cents. 

The contract of the California and Mexican Steamship Company with 
the Mexican Government contains the same provisions, and the various 
regulations of the Postal Union which I have cited in other cases apply 


I ask gentlemen, especially those who are seeking to pay only adequate 
compensation for mail service, to mark the rate. ; 
Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow me a single question? 
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Mr. BLOUNT. Inamoment. The price per pound at subsidy rates 
on this line is $8.18; the pric&per pound at sea and inland postage is 
27 cents. 

It will be observed, therefore, that when they come to pay these 
steamships at the rate of 50 cents a mile, the rate per pound is on one 
line two dollars and a fraction, on another five dollars and a fraction, 
and on another over $8.18 a pound. What does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania desire to ask? 5 

Mr. BINGHAM. ‘The gentleman from Georgia, in referring to the 
New York, Havana and Mexican line to Mexico, assumed, I thought 
from his statement, that the subsidy of the Government applied to the 
carriage of mails from the United States to Mexican ports. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I did. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I would state that in the New 
York—— 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, my friend will have an hour to dis- 
cuss this question, and I have not any time to spare. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I simply ask this for information. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understand. I will say to my friend that I shall 
publish this document in full in the Recorp, and from it he will see 
very clearly what is claimed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I merely wanted to be informed as to this partic- 
ular point. The statement which I have here, which is almost identi- 
cal with the one from which the gentleman from Georgia has been 
quoting, only states that the subsidy is for the carriage of the Mexican 
mails from San Francisco to the United States. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Well, Mr. Chairman, my friend will have his hour. 
Now look at the Brazil line. On that at subsidy rates the price per 
pound is $2.43,,; at sea and inland postage it is 21 cents. 

As to the mails toGuatemala and Costa Rica there is a long statement, 
which I will not take time to read but will ask gentlemen to examine 
in print. ‘ 

On the Pacific line to Hawaii and Australia at 50 cents a mile the 
rate per pound is $1.71; at sea and inland postage it is 22 cents. 

Take the mails to Japan and China. That mail has been carried 
since 1885 by the Oriental and Occidental line. Should it be taken by 
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, by reason of its ships being of 
American construction, we would pay at subsidy rates $2.91 a pound, 
while at sea and inland postage the rate per pound would be 26 cents. 
The total amount of money we would pay at subsidy rates would be 
$109,620, as against $3,500 now paid tothe Oriental and Occidental line 
forthe same service. That line is anxious to continue to carry the mail 
at that rate—at a rate per annum equal to what is now proposed to be 
paid per month to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. And this 
Oriental and Occidental Company, while all its vessels save one are of 
foreign registry, is as much American property as the Pacific Mail line. 

Now let us examine the statement as to the Venezuela mails. The 
Red D line would get the appropriation should this amendment become 
law. At 50 cents a mile, that company would get $104,244; at sea and 
inland postage the amount would be $3,901. 

baad ge pound, at subsidy rates, is $6.25; atsea and inland post- 
age it w be 23 cents. Thecompaniescarrying the mails for Hayti, 
San and Turk’s Island would receive under this arrangement 
$22,355, as against $552.79. The pound rate would be $2.83, as against 
18 cents for seaand inland postage. The mails for the Isthmus and the 
Pacific coast by way of the Pacific Mail Steamship line from New York 
to Colon would be paid for at the rate of 69 cents a pound, as against 
17 cents sea and inland and 6 cents the price actually paid. 

This statement, theretore, discloses first the fact that you propose to 
pay to lines belonging to other governments, under contract with other 
governments, for a service a are already engaged to perform at the 
rate of 50 centsa mile. You thereby disregard all reference to distance 
and all reference toservice. You tie down your Government to the lines 
now in existence; and you preventany increase of them. You utterly 
ignore all commercial advantages which might be secured by any pre- 
scription as to the size of the ship, the regulation of freight, or any other 
consideration which would advance your postal or commercial facilities. 

I wish now to invite attention to a table showing the total number 
of nautical miles traveled exclusively by vessels American built and 
registered, during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1885, to China, Japan, 
Hawaii, New Zealand, Australia, Mexico, the States of Central Amer- 


ica, the Cuba, Hayti, Venezuela, Brazil, and the Argentine 
or. Seeexhibitattached.) Thisstatement also shows the sum 
w 


be derived from this service at the rate of 50 centsa mile. 
The amount efter careful calculation, taking out all the foreign ships, is 
$815,000.88. A little more would be required to pay the 5U-cent rate 
than the sum inthe amendment. In this connection I wish to call at- 
tention to a communication from the Superintendent of Foreign Mails 
as to the effect on the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. He says that 
this would be $325,000 more than the sea postage paid to that company 

for the same service during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1885. 
Itisproper, Mr. Chairman, that I should qualify in one particular the 
that we would have no increase of mail service. The Vene- 
zuelan line,which now declines to carry the mail to Venezuela, would 
it in a shorter time than the line now employed. With this ex- 
there would be no increase in any particular, and there will be 

* decrease on other lines and in the service. . 
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I ask in this connection the attention of the committee to the sub- 
sidies paid to steamship companies in 1884, taken from the general 
statistics of postal service, published by the international bureau, Berne. 
From thisit appears France is paying $5,152,388; Great Britain, $3,006, - 
000, &c. It will take some time to read them all, but the total is 
$11,661,118.22. (See exhibit attached. ) 

Then I invite your attention to the table showing the surplus and 
deficiency in foreign countries of the Universal Postal Union during the 

ear 1884, from general statistics of the postal service published by the 
international bureau, Berne, 1886. From this it appears Great Britain, 
which is commended for her subsidies to her foreign lines, after having 
granted these subsidies, has of surplus revenue, $12,492,856; Germany, 
$6,448,000; France, $5,732,000; Austria, $2,009,000, and so on to the 
end of that column, while on the other side, the United States has the 
largest deficiency of any country, to wit: $4,000,000, in round num- 
bers; Brazil, $2,501,000; Russia, $1,057,000, and so on throughout that 
list. (Sce exhibit.) 

Now, Mr. Chairman, during the last Congress the Senate of the 
United States placed upon an appropriation bill to be paid to these 
lines of steamers the sum of $400,000. Its subsequent history I need 
not recall. The Senate of the United States now proposes for that 
same, or rather less, service the sum of $800,000. 

From time to time as this subject has been discussed the friends of 
the amendment have seen fit to parade tabular statements showing the 
subsidies paid by Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, and other 
countries for the purpose of improving their commercial intercourse. 
Notwithstanding the act is alleged to he for mail pay, the argument of 
its friends is continually running that it is to improve and extend our 
commercial facilities. They confine themselves to these tabular state- 
ments. These gentlemen with broad and great views standing upon a 
pinnacle and surveying the great nations of the earth in their com- 
mercial intercourse can observe nothing but tabular statements of sub- 
sidy amounts and have you instructed from these alone as to,what 
other nations were and are doing. 

I invite your closer attention to the action of several of the European 
governments. In Executive Document No. 172 of this session, on page 
5, you will find the following statement: 








TME FRENCH BOUNTY LAW. 


The bounty proposition in France assumed a definite form by the promulga- 
tion of a law in January, 1881, by which the privileges enjoyed by ship-builders 
since 1866 of importing free of duty all materials used in the construction and 
equipment of vessels were abolished, and asystem of vn es cory directly from 
the state treasury was substituted. These bounties were fixed at the following 
rates: For iron or steel vessels, 60 franos per ton, gross measurement; for wooden 
vessels of 200 tons or more, 20 franes per ton; for wooden vessels of less than 200 
tons, 10 francs per ton; for composite vessels, 40 francs per ton; for engines 
placed on board steamers, and for auxiliary apparatus, such as steam-pumps, 
donkey-engines, winches, ventilators worked by machinery, also their boilers 
and pipes, 12 francs per kilogram. These various allowances were payable on 
the delivery of the French register by the receiver of customs at the nearest 
place of construction. 


Nor was the state aid confined to the construction of ships only; it was ex- 
tended to the navigation of them. 


ART. 9. As compensation for charges imposed on the mercantile navy for the 
recruitment and service of the military navy, a navigation bounty shall be 
granted, during ten years from the date of publication of this law, to all French 
vessels, sailing or steam. 


This bounty is applicable only to foreign-going vessels, 
It is fixed at 1.59 francs per register ton and per 1,000 miles’ run for vessels of 
French construction fresh off the stocks and decreases annually by— 


Francs, 
oot | alk pouieteieinenbatgniasenechiipecsengaanenniaimenntanal 0. 075 


For composite vessels...............<.. Se ee 0. 075 
Be EIEN ncnccenssedubsiptdennidnbbaemdonataunesdenbbenden: shee Cidiniedicednnduniteeamantveiti 0.06 


_For foreign-built vessels the bounty is reduced to one-half of the above-as- 
signed amount. 


One-half of the- bounty allowed by France is allowed on ships of for- 
eign construction, and it is competent for any citizen of France to go 
into any market of the world and buy his ship and put it on the ocean, 
not only in competition with the French but all the vessels of the 
world. 

You have, therefore, as the French policy, a bounty on ship-building, 
a bounty on navigation, and the right of Frenchmen to buy their ships as 
cheaply as they can anywhere on the face of the globe and register them 
as French vessels. In the matter of subsidizing there, it is by compe- 
tition. 
the lines are not subsidized or are not under contract, to carry her 
mails, 

Now let us examine Germany. On page 61 of this same report, the 
annual aid granted by the German Government to promote ship-build- 
ing is the duty free on the importation of steam-engines and boilers 
used in ship-building, while the free importation of sea and river vessels 
rather protects the interests of the coast and export trade. 


: No. 15, clause d, of the German tariff of July 15, 1879, still in force, reads as fol- 
OWS: 

(d) Sea and river vessels, inclusive of the customary ship utensils belonging 
thereto (marine stores), anchors, anchor and other ship chains, as well as steam 
boilers and engines, free. 

Some of the above privileges seem to have been given to German ship-build- 
ers in compliance with their petition in common, under date of April 29, 1879, 
addressed to the German Reichstag, for a duty-free importation of materials 
necessary for ship-building and ship engines and boilers, 


Again, as to ship navigation: 
The ocean postal service of the German Empire in direct intercourse with 


Furthermore, they may require of any French ships, where - 
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transmarine countries is at present—and as long as the subsidized steamship 
lines have not yet assumed the service to commence about the month of July 
next—carried on by ten private steamship lines, which keep up by ar trips 
the communication between Hamburg and Bremen and ports of the U nited 
States and of other countries, 

Up to the Ist of July next the result of the action of the German 
Government in this regard is that she never aided in the building of 


ships; she never subsidized any lines; and notwithstanding this, while 
France has been subsidizing and giving bounties, German ship-build- 
ing and German tonnage have gone on increasing at a rate beyond that 
of France. And she has been paying this service 320,000 marks. 
Task gentlemen who have belittled the foreign-mail pay of the United 
States to pay attention to the statement contained in this report: 
That her annual pay is 320,000 marks on all these lines. 


Which is about$80,000. ThisgreatGerman Empire, because she had 
a contract to take effect in the future, has been paraded a subsidy-giv- 
ing government, notwithstanding her past history, disclosing the fact 
that the entire foreiga-mail pay is less than $100,000. We have been 
ridiculed, notwithstanding this fact, for allowing Germany, France, 
England, and the other subsidized lines to dominate the seas, as we are 
told. 

On page 87 of the same report you will find reference to the charac- 
ter of these German subsidized lines, and I want to invite American 
legislators to the zealous care with which the government is guarded by 
the German law rather than by those loose methods which would give 
$800,000 without any advantage to anybody except the owners of the 
American steamship lines. You will find in article 17 the following: 

Art. 17. The receipt for freight and passage money remains to the contractor. 
The tariff will be fixed with the agreement of the imperial chancellor. For this 
purpose a sketch of the tariff must, before they are enf: be laid before the 
imperial chancellor at least three months before commencing the business. Any 
later changes in the tariff must be notified to the im chancellor at least 
six weeks before the time they will be enforced, and shall be deemed valid if 
during that time Ta yp ee ee received from the eee 

econ- 


cellor. In regard to publishing of the tariffs and anges 
tractor has to eae ike the instructions given by the imperial chancellor. 


Rates of passenger fare and rates of freight are eee by the as- 
sent of the imperial chancellor, lest with these — eges they should 
be able to destroy other companies; for the same hand is directing them 
and keeping on an equal footing the subsidized as well as the unsub- 
sidized lines. 

Again: 

Arr. 20. The contractor binds himself to forward a a rate of 20 per cent. less 
than the fixed tariff: (a) Officials traveling in the service of the empire, or in 
the service of a federal state; (b) the men Sstoved and relieving of the im 
navy,and those belonging to the imperial navy who are on account of 
or for punishment returned toGermany ; (c) arms, ammunition, outfits,and pro- 
visions for the imperial navy. The number of men mentioned under 6, oo 
ev a not exceed sixty-five on the same ship without the consent of the con- 
tractor. 

Then again I ask your attention to a paragraph contained in article 
26. After providing for the keeping of the accounts, the following 
occurs: 

If it is proved by the separate account in this way that at the expiration of 
the first five years of this agreement the contractor has made a surplus yearly, 
the contractor shall be bound for the time oiler tho discheanion —_ od the choice 
of the imperial chancellor, to carry out further the the purposes 
and conditions in this contract for half theamount tae respective sum, or to 
refund to the imperial treasury half of the surplus mentio: 


The line is provided with ample pay and its freight rates are - 
lated, and the character of the ship shall be as good as that of any other 
ship that runs between the ee eee, If there be a surplus at 
the end of five years the mail pay shall be reduced half, or one-half the 
surplus shall be refunded to the imperial treasury. 

How business-like; how worthy of the great statesman at the head of 
the German Empire ! See his directing hand controlling the destines 
of his people, rising high above the influences of capital about him, and 
minaking regulations for the benefit of her commerce, of her postal service, 
in the interest of the German people, rather than in the interest of such 
men as are seeking, without furnishing return to the government, to 
take from its treasury enormous sums of money. 

I ask next your attention to Great Britain. On page 98 of the same 
report you have this statement: 

Any nation can have its vessels constructed in a Seiey =e the same foot- 
ing as British owners, and no fines or in having such 


vessels red in any other count iil materials used in ship-building are 
admi:ted a duty. r mx 


BOUNTIES, ETC. 


The British Cares does not grant bounties, subsidies, or petetinges 4 


ship-builders. It does, however, pay for the mail service. 
awarded by open competition. Any compan en eee Dee me 
ee ee y tender for this serv- 


There are no privileges accorded to vessels sailing under the British 
flag not enjoyed by vessels of other nations. Italy stands as to her pol- 
icy about as France does. I am Stool perSien te oui 
and therefore I can not enter into details as to that service. 

We are continually reminded of the condition of the American car- 
rying trade. X oak Jour attenes Dy OP ge tetas Clerk’s 
desk. I understand it has been prepared at the foreign mail office. 
You will see that there is on the transatlantic service no American 
line. You will find a few lines of American registered vessels on the 
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Pacific and a few running down from New Orleans to Central . 
South America. 

The South American Commission declared that— 

Of the eight hundred millions of merchandise exported from the Uni ited s 
less than 7 per cent. went to countries south of us ; only 2 per cent. of ou: 
ufactured products goes to foreign markets, and the percentage tha tr 
Central and South America is too small to be estimated. 

The amendment gives up all thoughts of carrying that eight 
dred millions, less 7 per cent; it abandons that at the instigatio; 
certain steamship lines, perhaps for reasons no doubt honorable in : 
estimation. But whyis this? Whyshould that great Atlantic ( 
and these American ports fail to disclose an American registered | 
of steamers carrying the American flag to Europe? You can not « 
the commerce of the world unless you can carry it as cheap as ot}), 
countries. Youcan not build ashipas cheap as France, as Germ: 
England. You require all your ships for register shall be Ame: 
built. The blank place for the American shipson that map isthe 1 
These other great nations provide their citizens may go anywher: 0) 
the face of the earth and buy their ships at the cheapest rate and 1) 
into competition for the carriage of merchandise. And yet we sia 
here and, instead of facing the truth, attempt to delude ourselves as to 
this policy by saying that it comes from the fact that we do not su 
dize. The practical sense of any disinterested man must revolt at «nj 
such conclusion. 

Why have we lost this commerce? Gentlemen have been in the 
habit of saying from a partisan standpoint that it was because perhaps 
one or the other party was in power. The exact truth is easy of asce: 
tainment. When we were the second power on the face of the globe in 
the carrying trade of the world the cheapest ship manufactured wa. 
American. The time came when the demands of commerce required 
we should have first iron and then steel steamers, and then insteaii : 
being able to construct the cheapest ship ours was the most costly. I 
shall ask to publish a table containing a statement of the increas 
one navy-yard in England during the period of seven years from 1) 
per cent. of steel. tonnage to about 50 per cent. 


USE OF STEEL AND DEVELOPMENT OF MARINE ENGINEERING. 


The omens depression in the trade of ship-building has not only affected (ie 
prosperity of the workmen in connection with the trade and the prospec: ty of 
their employers, but it has also tended to some extent to diminish the 1.1 
of novelties‘in the way of vessels which have been produced in our Clyde ship 
yards. We may, however, note the steadily increasing use of steel, and the 
greater favor wil with which it is regarded by both ship-builders and ship-owicrs 
he follo table bears out this fact, as will be clearly seen from @ plan sat 


the column giving the percentage of steel tonnage to the total tonnage of ves- 
sels launched: 


Perce: 


- Total |Tonnage ageof ste 
Year. of aa. to tota 
— ne 





| 
a tonnage. 
| 


About 10: 
About 17 
About 195 
About 27} 
About 3 

About 45 
About 48 





We can not build as cheaply as other nations. We are not Patton ed 
to buy, and the disgraceful record on that map arises from the narrow- 
minded policy here stated. Our consul at Marseilles writes thus 

From this distance even the aye of maritime interests is thoug|it 
oeatess our couatan 2. teenphnenn anon nity. 

saida a broker of Marscities recently, “‘ you Americans hold 
all the winning cards. While we in Europe are overburdened with cost! 


armies, you have only a single army corps to your fortifications and 
os Fo feta, while we have been sq millions upon iron-clad 


fleets which are lete, without ever —<. & a battle, you can now 
Salld ouney thes will include and surpass all we have impoverishie d our- 
selves to learn ; ase To one enenee ® para- 


graph in your shipping Je laws and ts can buy everything th 

want, the best steam fleets —, ate palit at an at any price, from half their cost 

down to their value as old iron. . 
FRANK H. MASON, Consul. 


Usttep STATES ConsULATE, 
Marseilles, March 9, 1886. 
Mr. Chairman, I have seen it stated in various quarters, in the })1ess 
and in legislative bodies, that we have a country south of us and \e 
to take its trade. It is said that this amendment opens \\) ° 
for our commerce, and it has been addressed as a special argutic'! 
to gentlemen from the sectiori where I reside that it was calcu 
lated to build up Southern States in their manufactures. I am admon- 
ished by the passing time that I shall not be able to recur to these 
statistics. 


Allow me to recur for a moment, however, to Venezuela and to !'' 
zil. an have six ae re trips either way 


per month. Dia’ Wan me are simply the cheaper 


get cuatine English manufacture 


When they 
cheaper uso; we we therefore can sell but a small part of what 
to the cotton goods furnished by Great Britain and the 


those 
As 








1886. 





United States are as 27 to1. Why? Because the British plain piece- 
s sell at 5.65 cents, while the American sell at 9.78 cents. The 
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printed British goods sell at 7.79 cents, and the American at 10.39 | 


cents. 
cumstances. 
ignorant and misled, and tributary to subsidy advocates; this, and 
nothing more. on 

Let us observe, Mr. Chairman, for a moment the proposition in this 


amendment. Only 7 per cent. of your exports go to countries south of | 


us. Your grain finds its way to Europe. Two-thirds of the cotton 
productof the South goes to Liverpool. All abandoned! No effort on 
behalf of our agriculture to reduce the freight rates on our grain or on 
our cotton. That field is all abandoned. Lines are to be subsidized to 
Central and South America, where statistics show we are unable to do 
much in the way of trade unless we allow the American merchant to 
buy his ships as the citizens of other countries are permitted to buy 
theirs. And yet, sir, with this state of facts and with a few factories 
in the Southern States, you are told that you are going to build up 
that great agricultural population by subsidizing these few stedmship 
companies, ignoring the real sourcesof wealth. And this, too, when 
you can not add a shipor a trip to our transportation facilities. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 


APPENDIX. 


Post-OrFicE DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., May 17, 1886. 
My Dear Sir: I herewith inclose you some comments upon the proposed 
amendment to the Post-Office appropriation bill which seem to me to be worthy 
of consideration. Also a new table of mileage made by American-built ships in 
American lines last year. z 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, yours, 


WM. F. VILAS, Postmaster-General. 

Ilion. J. H. Buount, M. C., 

Chairman Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
House of Representatives. 
Memoranda in regard to the, Senate amendment to the Post-Office appropria- 
tion bill in relation to the transportation of the foreign mails. 

I. It will be observed at once that the proposed amendment provides fora 
gratuity merely to existing steamship lines wholly unnecessary to accomplish 
the purpose of carrying the mails. The statements in to the present ar- 
rangements for the carrying of these mails to the countries in question, which 
have been directed to be prepared in the office of the Superintendent of Foreign 
Mails, will make this very obvious. They show thatthe mail carriage,as at 

nt conducted, is as frequent, as regular, and as comer as it would probably 

in the power of the Departmentto provide even with the aid of this subsidy, 

with but one or two exceptions to be mentioned ; and that the price proposed, 

when contrasted in the rate per pound, inordinately exceeds any fair pretext of 

mere compensation for the m of the mails by a carrier going on his 
own business, at his own conve ce, when he pleases, and how he pleases. 

On the route to Venezuela the price would enable and require the Depart- 
ment to use the services of the American ship line, and give a little quicker 
dispatch than that which the Department has been limited to the use of, since 
the Red “ D” line refused to carry the mails in the manner set forth in the an- 
nual report; but it would probably be no better service than was rendered by 
the same company during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1885, and would cost 
for the carriage of about 8 tons of mail during the entire year, which at the par- 
cels dispatch rates given in that company’s tables would have cost less than 
$1,200,and which at sea and inland would have been less than $4,000, 
the round sum of $66,000; or at the rate of $3.90 per pound, instead of 7 cents 
per pound, at their parcels dispatch rates. As that company has for years car- 
ried this same mail for a price not exceeding $1,500 ja annum, and as it is prob- 
able the greater share of the mail relates to the freights transported on the ves- 
sels, it is certain that such a sum would be properly characterized as a gratuity, 
or subsidy, instead of compensation. This is one of the excepted cases referred 
to above. I will now mention the other. 

On the route to Japan and China,if a contract should be made under this 
enactment it would go necessarily to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company 
which sails a lineof American-built and registered ships. That company makes 
a sailing a days only, while the Occidental and Oriental line, which 
now carries mails, also makes.sailings every twenty days. The operation 
of this subsidy would therefore be, so far as mail carriage is concerned, simply 
to eb it from one a another. The company which now carries 
the does so at about $6,000 a year, less than $7,000, and has faithfully and 
—_ continued to carry the mail when the Pacific Mail Company refused to 


so. 
The subsidy would give the Pacific Mail eens, for each of the thirteen 
made during the year, a greater price than is paid the other company for 
entire yearly service. Thus the Pacific Mail Company would be awarded 
thirteen times for the breach of obl to the Government what the other 
has been allowed for rende faithful service, and the latter deprived 
of mail carriage. The ental and Oriental Company is, in 
am credibly informed, at least as much owned by Americans as the Pa- 
Mail Company, but it only one American-built ship. 

The tabulations which Mr. Bell has made for me show that the entire $800,000 
would be exhausted, and more than exhausted, at the proposed rate of 50 cents 
per mile per trip both ways without adding a trip to those which were made 

the year, and hence exclude a reasonable expectation of better 


totality of the subsidy involved is at least $2,400,000, and possibly $4,000,- 
proposed contracts shall be limited to three or extended 


i 


é. 


ee enactment meine peeontiee matoation 
ve ting an extens' ship-building. It 
vansule chal receive on every trip a bounty of 50 
to some of dollars on every voyage, 

which will enable it to def: oo pom ae 
it. So far, Sica ticles ta Sie lateesh of mow china. the caket cf 1c 
, new ps, effect of it 
Will be te deter thn botaien cr ships. The only way to obviate this 
a mile toany American ship which 
States and any of the countries 


i 


the postal service as well as to the 
on a poe of that kind could 
the full term for which the 


ve 








It is absurd to talk about controlling a market under such cir- | 
It will only serve to delude and frame a public opinion, | 


| of the United States to be 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| the enactment of carrying the mails, and therefore abl 
ying, 


4639 


contracts should be made, and the Department would otherwise be denied 
portunity to use any increased facilities for the transportation of the maiis 
a word, contracts made under this subsidy will be fetters upon an ext 
a term of years, 

Ill. The last sentence but one of the amendment proposed, will operate to 
practically destroy opportunity for negotiation on the part of the Department 
it provides that the Postmaster-General shall ‘ 


In 





so far as possible, cause the mails 
carried to and from said places, respectively, in Amer- 
ican vessels and for a reasonable compensation not exceeding the rate afore- 
mentioned.’ Inasmuch as there exists but one line of American vessels to each 
of the countries named, with the single exception this will leave it in the power 
of the companies to dictate their terms to the 


Department, ure under 
. 3 


pon the fall 


being se« 
» to insist 1 
measure of compensation proposed. 

This also removes possibility of substantial gain of serv 
reason for large appropriation by the beginning of > enactment, that the large 
appropriation is designed “to secure the greater frequency and regularity in 
the dispatch and greater speed in the carriage of such mails.’’ Inasmuch as the 
only existing American line on the route, in each case, will have the legal right 
to require mails to be transported by its vessels, it can refuse a contract except 
for the highest sum named and without any increased performance of service, 
either in frequency, regularity, or speed, which the Department might desire 

In short, the law might as well proffer 50 cents a mile to each of the American 
companies direct, and simply add a requirement that they should take such 
United States mails as the Department should tender for transportation. 

Some of the vessels employed in at least one of the lines of American steam- 
ship companies are of foreign build, and to that extent the services of those 
conipanies, it may be anticipated, will be limited instead of increased. 

IV. The clause which has just been mentioned alsocontains another peculiar 
feature. It requires the Department to procure and pay for the transportation 
of mails from the several foreign countries to the United States. The Postal 
Union convention, of which all of the countries except those in Australia are 
members, requires every government to provide only for the dispatch from its 
own shores of the foreign mails. This act proposes that the United States, in 
violation of the treaty obligation, shall assume the performance of the duty of 
these governments in regard to sending their own mails. 

Most of the companies which would be beneticiaries of this amendment now 
receive from those governments liberal payments for the carriage of the mails, 
which the amendment would require the United States to provide for. 

V. The provision in the last sentence that mail contracts shall be made from 
the poris of New York and New Orleans respectively to the Empire of Brazil 
must necessarily prove inoperative, because the appropriation of $00,000 will 
be inadequate to do more than give gratuities to existing lines. It is somewhat 
doubttul if it be sufficient to provide all of the existing lines at the price indi- 
cated, since it senepheantauned has tuay will all stand for the full 50 cents a mile, 
being in no wise restricted in their possible demands, and little or nothing be- 
ing left to the discretion of the Department. 

VI. The inequality, and consequent unfairness, between carriers of paying for 
mail service by the mile sailed, without reference to the character of the ship or 
the character of the service, is also a feature of this amendment apparent with- 
out discussion. There is nothing, in short, which makes it more practicable and 
useful than the provision in the last annual appropriation bill, except that suf- 
ficient or nearly sufficient money is provided to enable all American carriers 
now under employment or upon the sea which will be necessary to be employed 
to have the full rate proposed. 


ce indicated asthe 


+} 
th 





Post-OFrricE DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF FOREIGN MAILS, 
Washington, D. C., May 10, 1886. 

Sir: In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to furnish the 
following items of information relative to the conveyance of United States mails 
during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1885, by American lines of steamers subsi- 
dized by foreign governments ; to mails dispatched to Japan and China by ves- 
sels of the Occidental and Oriental line, since August 1, 1885; and to New Zea 
land and Australia by the Oceanic Steamship Company, under a contract with 
the New Zealand Government, dated November 21, 1885. 

MAILS FOR MEXICO. 

I. New York, Havana and Mexican line: Nine vessels—five foreign registry, 
four American. 

Article IV of its contract with the Mexican Government, of January 8, 1878, 
extended to September 1, 1886, requires that— 

“All letters, official documents, and other packages dispatched by the admin- 
istration of posts for the ports at which the steamers are obliged to call both go- 
ing and coming will be transported free by the company during the period it 
enjoys the subsidy."’ 

Article VII of postal convention between the United States and Mexico, of 
December 11,1861, provides that— ; 

“The United Mexican States engage to grant to the United States of America 
the transit, in closed mails, free from any postage duties, imposts, detention, or 
examination whatever, through the United Mexican States, or any of their pos- 
sessions or territories, of letters, newspapers, printed pamphiets, or other printed 
matter, forwarded from the United States of America, or any of their posses- 
sions or territories, to any other possession or territory of the United States of 
America, or to any foreign country, or from any foreign country or possession 
or territory of the United States of America to the United States of America, 
their possessions or territories. A mail agent of the United States of America 
shall be permitted to accompany the closed mails in their transit.” 

Extracts from letter of the Mexican secretary of the interior, dated August 
18, 1885, addressed to the director-general of posts of Mexico, and by him trans- 
mitted to this Department : 

“It is stated in the contracts made with these companies (New York, Havana 
and Mexican; Pacific Mail Steamship Company ; and California and Mexican) 
that they are obliged to convey, both going and coming, the official and public 
correspondence. 

* x ~ * ae 


s ® 


“ Virtually the steamer may be considered as a traveling officer of the Mexican 
post-office, whose services other countries of the union may employ by paying 
to the Mexican post-office the transit expenses, in accordance with Article’ III 
and IV of the Paris convention.” 

Article III, paragraph 2, of the Paris convention : 

“Unless there be a contrary arrangement the direct sea-conveyance performed 
between two countries by means of packets or vessels depending upon one of 
them shall be considered as a third service; and such conveyance, as well as 
any performed between two offices of the same country, by the intermediary of 
maritime or territorial services maintained by another country, is regulated by 
the stipulations of the following article.”’ 

Article IV fixes the rate of sea transit for such service at ‘5 franes (96.5 cents) 
per kilogram (2.205 pounds) of letters and post-cards, and 50 centimes per kilo- 
gram (about 4} cents a pound) for other articles.” 


SERVICES RENDERED, ETC 


Number of trips during the year ending June 30, 1885............... 
Totai mileage for the year .............-....-.. cquiutmsiiitthinmmecagatied 


Amount that would have been paid at 50 cents a miie.. 
Amount of mail (letters and prints) carried (pounds) 


ietae ” 
‘ 7,400 
$58, 700 00 
49, 682 
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Amount if paid at sea and inland postage (letters 5 cents per } 
ounce, prints | cent per 2 ounces) ° 
Amount actually paid by this Department (sea pos ge) 
7 paid at freight rates (: 2%6 cents per 100 pounds) 
maid at parcel-dispatch rates (6) cents per pound) 
Price per pound at subsidy rates (50 cents a mile), letters 


Price per pound at sea and inland postage 
Price per pound actually paid . 

II. Pacific Mail Steamship Company, 
American vessels. 

Article IV of its contract with the Mexican Government provides that— 

“The company obligates itself to convey, free, on its steamers correspond- 
ence and packages of prints dispatched by post-offices and intended for the 
ports of call, or originating in them; the company being obliged to receive or 
deliver, on its account, in each port, such correspondence, and to take proper 
care of it while on board their steamers.”’ 

The extracts from the letter of the Mexican secretary of the interior given 
under “I” likewise apply here; as also Article VII of the postal convention 
between the U nited States and Mexico and the extracts from Paris convention 
given under ‘ 


San Francisco to Panama: Eleven 


SERVICES RENDERED, ETC. 


Number of trips during year ended June 30, 1885. 
Total mileage for the year 
Amount that would have been paid at 50 cents a mile 
Amount of mails (letters and ee carried eae. 
If paid at sea and inland postage... we svcceseoe cee aoe 
Amount actually paid (sea postage)... 
if paid at freight rates (50 cents per 100 pounds)...... 

id at parcel-dispatch rates (7 cents per pound)... 
Pries ee per pound if paid at subsidy rates (50 cents a mile), letters 

and prints, 

Price per pound at sea and inland postage... 
Price per pound actually paid 


_ 


ges S2ne 


oro 


III. California and Mexican Stcamship Company: One vessel. 


Article VII of its contract of November 13, 1883, with the Mexican Government 
provides that :— 

“All letters, official documents, and other articles d 
ters of the ports des 
Cabo de San Lucas, 


tched by the postmas- 
mates (San Francisco, Ensenada, ia de la cna, 


uaymas, and La Paz) will be transported free by the steam- 

ers of the ‘California and Mexican Steamship Company’ during the period it 
enjoys the subsidy. 

tracts from saiter ot the Mexican Secretary of the Interior given under “I” 

likewise apply here; as also Article VII of the postal convention between the 

United States and Mexico and the extracts from Paris convention given underI, 


SERVICES RENDERED, ETC.,SAME PERIOD. 


Bissmaber of 61lggG..ncnceveccesce ccccvscosnevtesecs cossngussensesbuiamsenetusnt 
Total Te Dee GD FORPercepengenctesenecivtesianmnentiga eo 


y —_ _ postage) . poneey 


a 
per pound at subsidy rates............ 
Price per pound at sea and inland postage. 
Price per pound actually paid.............c0000s0s0++ ooenetens euscesensounen seapebens 


I desire to call your attention to the fact that Article VII of the Postal Con- 
ey of December 11, 1861, between the United States and Mexico, provides 

follows : 

“ The United States of America engage to aie the United Mexican States 
the transit, in closed mails, free from an duties, im , detention, or 
examination aa throu the = ited States of = or any of their 
possessions or Territories, prin pamphlets, or other 
printed matter forwarded from the nited Moniens States, or any of their pos- 
sessions or territories, to any other Mexican possession or possensios or to any 
ae country, or from any ae omy or Mexican or te 

to the United Mexican States, their possessions or 
nder which vision the greater Ieconveyed of the Mexican mo for Europe, 
and for China, lenan, and Australia, is conveyed by the United States postal 
service free across the United States, and also Voxiona mails for Mexican des- 
Gatone conveyed across United States territory by railroad, star route, and 
other services, 


00 Cee eene een eneneees 


BRAZIL. 


IV. United States and Brazil Mail Steamship Company: Vessels all American. 
Contract between the Government of Brazil and this company is not a filein 
the Department; but the amountof the subsidy paid to this compan rT an- 
num is, according to the report of the Brazilian post-office department ‘or 1881, 
200 ,000 milreis, at the United States Treasury standard of 1 milreis=.54.6 cents, 
109, 200, 


SERVICES RENDERED, ETC. 


Number of trips, same period palmectechoniees sothdeannaininiit 13 

Total mileage for the year 

Amount if paid at 50 a mile 

Amount of mail (letters an ne ene (pounds 

Amount if paid at sea and inland 

Amount actually paid (sea postage 

if paid at freight rates (55 cents per 100 pounds) — 

. id at parcel-dispatch rates (6) cents per pound)...........000c.-000 se ° 
ee per pound if paid at subsidy rates (50 cents per mile, letters 

oo prints) 
Price per pound at sea and inland postage 
Pri@ per pound actually paid............« pasaes 


MAILS FOR GUATEMALA AND COSTA RICA, 


V. The Pacific Mail Sreneeehlp Company has contracts with the Governments 
of Guatemala and Costa Rica for the con none of mails between San Fran- 
cisco and Panama, and is paid by each these governments at the rate of 
$2,000 per month; but copies of the contracts have not been furnished this De- 
partment, and consequently their terms are not known. 


MAILS FOR NEW ZEALAND. 
VI. Extract from letter of postmaster-general of New Zealand, dated Welling- 


op eee a ith Uni Ste ; (x 
“I forward copy o! contract w aoe, 7 Com y, of New Zealand, 
-Honota (thirteen ay be 

kate tae Been tie 


for the performance of a ‘ four-week 
nually) between Sydney, Auckland. 

of three years from the 2st November last, and to draw your special 
to clauses 10 and 11: 


“*lanse 10. The payment for all the services mentioned in this contract shall 


1,789 83 
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be £30,000 sterling per annum, less the deduction next hereinafter mentio.,, d. 
The Postmaster-General of the United States has agreed by cablegra:, 
to pay £4,000 toward the services herein provided, unless Congress forbids. 4), 1 
= in yment shall be made, two-thirds of the said sum of £4 {000 shall be d; 
m the total nt ‘of £30,000. 

r the contractors 1 collect the said £4 ,000, and account as aforesaid to the 
Postmaster-General for two-thirds of that sum, which sum shall be equally d). 
vided between the postmasters-general. If the Postmaster-General of the United 
States is prevented by Congress from paying the £4,000, then the postmaster. 
general shall make up the payment to the £30,000 aforesaid in the proportion of 
£20,000 by the postmaste nena of New Zealand to £10,000 to the postmast, 
general of New South Wi 


“Clause 11. Ten thousand pounds of the total sum able under this contract 

peg oy id by the eral of New South Wales, and £20,000 sha)| 

i Se ee ee of New Zealand; but from such payments 

fee ‘onal be deducted by each of the postmaste meral, respectively, ay 

amount equal to one-third of the £4,000 agreed to be paid by the 'Postmaste or-Gen- 
eral of the United States as aforesaid.’ 

The service to be performed exclusivel by the Oceanic Steamship Company, 
during the next three years between San Francisco and the Hawaiian Kin sien 1. 
under ihe contract between the New Zealand Governmentand the Union Steam. 
ship Company, for the convey ance of mails between New Zealand and the United 
States, was performed during the year ended June 30,1885, by the Pacific Maj 
Steamship Company and Oceanic Steamship Company jointly, the details of 
which during the last fiscal year were as follows: 


PACIFIC MAIL TO MAWAII AND AUSTRALIA—SERVICES RENDERED, Frc. 


Number of trips during fiscal wae —— cee “ 1885 13 
Total mileage... eeree none eeessesseescncosese 169, 650 
Amount if paid At 50 cents & Mile....... sssscscssscomessossoree on $34, 825 00 
Amount of mail ania and prints) carried eee 95, 374 
If paid at sea and inland postage... ul, 018 65 


Amount actually 13, 5 
(At 2 cents an : aor rate for lettersto Australia, and 5 a 
per kil m of letters and 50 centimes for 
Ifps paid at freight rates (80 cents dos 100 poun: 
co at parcel-dispatch rates (10 cents per no 
ce per pound at subsidy cones (50 cents a mile) 
Price per pound at sea and inland postage 
Price per pound actually paid..............0+ aeees 


OCEANIC STEAMSHIP COMPANY—SERVICES RENDERED, ETC. 


Number of trips during fiscal year ended June 30, 1885. 
Total mileage. 
Amount if paid at 50 cents a mile 
Gpemntes mail (letters and prints) carried (pounds) 

If paid at sea and inland postage 
Amount actually paid = 
one ny ee 80 cents po 

at parcel rates (10 cents per pound) . 

Pr per pound at subsidy rates (50 cents a mile) 
Price per pound at sea inland pane 
Price per pound actually paid.................. idealicaene Geregiengbtetsbedeanaiovacss 


MAILS FOR JAPAN AND CHINA, 


VII. The first inward mails from China and Japan by steamer of the Occidental 

and Oriental ae eee were ht to San Fran Jone 29, 1875; and the first 

outward mail ay 1, = t line from San Francisco for Japan and China 
875. 


was "athe Pacide Mall 
Tine withdrew from the China and Japan service August |, 


65 29 


=29 on 
462 93 


9.537 40 


$49, 896 00 

29, 08% 
$6,593 32 
2,369 48 
232 68 
2,908 60 

$1 71.5 

22.6 

08,1 


seen ee ene eeeeeeeee Peete neeeTe eee eeeeneeeneeneneeeeson 


eG scidental and Oriental line rs service during fiscal year ended June 


30, 1885, as follows: 
pounds, 
Amount paid to Occidental and Oriental line since it became sole carricr. 

To San Pablo (American register) : 
uarter ended oe 30, — pusnenscnpentcosapcoreee eoeqnee easeunereqteceescore 
ended December 31, 1885..............ssccerseseereeeeneeee econentoeweoserooss 
Quarter ended March 31, ads hapocoubduquenponsnnnesanaveineebesngent bebeogpeuubvenene 


Number of trips, 12; weight of mail carried, 22,668 pounds. 


1,789 % 
890 13 


To three other steamers (foreign register) : 
ended September 30, 1885 ..........cccccsescseeeee eoserabdepneguen ebebeneese 
Quarter ended December 31, ‘1885... eimenamatncencand gabee 
Quarter ended March 31, SS ete ata seeiaiennennnbianniiiniesesbessces 


275 80 
917 10 
979 10 
2, 172 00 
PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY TO YOKOHAMA AND HONG KONG. 
Punheest trigs during fiscal year ape June 30, 1885 18 
Total 219, 24 
$109, 620 000 
37, 584 
$10,125 84 
3,506 64 


ae sereeeeeeeee 


at 50 cents a mile 


Price per pow 
ey ee EL... _ccasnampesaegvenpibcessenccoeessee 
MAILS FOR VENEZUELA, 
VII. Red D line, New York to Venezuela and ae 


Number of trips during fiscal year ended June 30, 1835... 
Total mileage 
Amount if 


see eeeeeeee 


weeee Sicasina ue. See eeereeneeseeeretecee ee eeneee - 


at 50 cents a m $104, 244 00 
‘Se mail (letters at prints) carried See. 16 
<a ae inland postage . = Sisei $3,901 32 2 
fright rate i cent 58 34 
cents per 


cee a ar 


paid.... + 7 eeneeee 


Ree ee eee eee ee te ree eens 


Steen renee eeeees tenons 


FOR Sadi SAN eee 4 AND TURK’S ISLANDS. 
New York to Hayti, San Romine. * ——e ind 
with Dominican Government not kno 
"7 
. 44,710 
. $22, 355 Oe 


= 607 
7, 893 


Stee RO TREE EES STEEL HOE EEREEEES ERSEEEE HSE SEES SESE SHEET EES 


cents a mile. 


Pe eT ERE Se eee eee ees ewenen 


mail (letters and prints) carried (pounds)... 








1886. 
















If naid at sea and inland postage..............0.cssmsecsereersersersereenneneresenenes $1, 466 35 
Amount actually paid (sea postage) ..............cseseresseereeeneeeereeseennnne an 553 66 
If paid at freight rates (35 cents per 100 pounds)... * 25 53 
if at parcel-dispatch rates (7 cents per pound)... it 552 79 
per pound at subsidy rates (50 cents a mile 283 
Price per pound at sea and — {tommantite 1s} 
Price per pound actually paid.... <esintnpe sinaiiaencems choceersetin’ 7 
MAILS FOR THE ISTHMUS AND THE PACIFIC COAST, 
X. Pacific Mail Steamship Company, New York to Colon. 
ee ho trips during fiscal year ended June 30, 1885.. aladeinie 38 
TERE TTR RRGID 005 <csnciccnccccnserescevecese secssesvocnsnscosconsneronesetesne Ts acatiiinenctall 152, 456 
Amount, if paid at 50 cents a mile................<eeeeeeeeeees $76, 228 00 
Weight of mail (letters and prints) ae (pounds). 110, 169 
If paid at sea and inland POSLAZE ......02-cerreeeeee Tir pasiat. Chidiptighisasescuyetes $19, 662 49 
Amount actually ee oe Postage) ...............000-00 cose «= 7, 579 22 
a pane 00 Dele tee 37 cents per 100 pounds) ..... sianacinnts 42 41 
if at parcel-dispatch rates (7 cents per pound) .................-ceeeeeee 7,711 82 
per pound at subsidy rates (50 cents = an meen 69.1 
ia See peemaes een.gnd femnnd RII ccochubagetrvecsvenctnececovessuveece 17.8 
Price per pound actually paid ...........0000 «sessecereeceserenerevertanenen cennenee 06.8 


Tam, very respectfully, your obedient curvend. 
NICHOLAS M. BELL, 
Superintendent Foreign Mails. 
Ifon. WrLL1AM F. Vis, 
ster-General. 


Tolal number of nautical miles traveled exclusively by vessels of American build and 
register during. the fiscal year ended June 30, 1885, to China, Japan, Hawaii, New 
Zealand, Australia, Mexico, the States of Central America, Bahamas, Cuba, Hayti, 
Ve enezuela, Brazil, ‘and Argentine quel. 


} 
} 
} 
| 
| 


Vessels of American reg- 
ister. 


Amcrican lines, 


Reece: TET i 


Pacific Mail line: | 


miles traveled, 
of 50 cents per nautical 


receive if paid at the rate 
mile. 


Number of trips made. 
Total number of nautical 
| Amount these lines would | 































RNID ins sirainccpevhninetnapnusesioe vavtes vidoes | 4) 18) 219, 2° | $109, 620 
Hawaii; New Zealand, and Australia... | oa ee 56,550 | 28,275 
Colon and Panama....s...secsevesveesesvees ; I} G3] 319, O40 | 159,970 
Oceanic Steamship Company, Hawaii... 2} 24! 99,792 49, 896 
Occidental and Oriental! Steamship Company, | | 
China and Japan misiinenitn | 2} S| @70| 8,980 
be and on “Steamship ‘Company, | | 
tala Alcina arenas 1} 12] 36,480, 18,240 
New York oo and Mexican Steamship s } a : 
I « BE e ccocceconcsocesoncncoesseccccce cece esccee ‘ 37,016 68, 508 
Gide. ork Sind ae. Mail, Bahamas... 5 = i = 
eatpcnncapeveceqosonnececnecenqueese “ 2 710 22, 
ted States aaa Brazil Mail line, Brazil.......... 3 13 | 134,004 67,002 
hea SEE Te MRD, VW OROROOER, <. .20.00.0c0-sccesevere rescce veceee 5 31 | 132,060 66, 030 
New = and Central American line, Nica- 2 be = 
iepbavadetiubenceccenseordnedpenssneegcococceococecoccoeses 2 , 500 20, 250 
oter''s Pioneer tine line, British Honduras.........| 2 19 | 38,0008) 19, 000 
organ line, Cuba. : 500 | 15,250 
Morgan line, Mexicg ‘ 17 28, 900 14, 450 
oe iene 1| 5] 10,650 5, 325 
3 36 76, 680 38, 340 
1 104 72, 800 36, 400 
1 1 12, 578 | 6, 289 
1 1 2,130 1,065 
1] 133 3,600 1.800 
1 2 600 300 
1 2 600 300 
1 3 900 450 





Subsidies paid to steamship companies during 1884. 


[From General Statistics of the Postal Service, published by the International 
Bureau, pee 1886, page —_ 








A caelalatiiatidbeadese = ses 55 
Belgium.............0.+ siveke SA, 32 
Tn acs enasectasansonesnocnstnasootecees coors eesece 2, 223, 958 10 
adie nes scntinstnastinemnencoescacoencocene secs 32, 469 54 
i eleath ideas tecinestadicedinaniioees . 5,152,388 98 

.. 3,006,766 67 

apie * 350,724 42 

i 241, 250 00 

seabolng be 101, 975 60 

. 23, 964 61 

- 984 87 

mn 23,320 67 

Reda seematis Se 31,314 82 

pass acces 2,995 00 

UF Peancadbidasesssnccc coccvncecnceccsccecee 202, 044 00 

sieias 22, 204 07 

2,123 00 

Pk alli 10, 072 67 

11,042 68 

a 29, 635 15 

Cape Verde Islands (Portuguese el tiene ccresénieliveesese 7,854 43 
11, 661, 118 22 
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Postal surplus and deficiency in various countries of the Universal Postal Union dur- 
ing 1884. (From General Statistics of the Postal Service, published by the Interna- 
tional Bureau, Berne, 1886.) 





| 
Deficiency. 


Countries, Surplus, Countries. 


Great Britain... $12, 492, 856 22 | United States............... $4,013, 943 74 








NOT i cccinciintesotniens © GE See GS Fh BIRR, ccceccecescossccscsceces 2,501,000 92 
FAnce.........:2-cssssccceceree} 5, 872, 500 63 || Russia...... 1, 057,410 46 
MI cctucitcendsunipuaciianeiet 2, 098, 834 41 || Canada................. 0.00008 579, 623 77 
Belgium ......... 917,178 46 | Japan 391, 631 93 
ES SEE, 891,820 15 | Bulgaria. wate 203, 638 35 
Netherlands .............c00+. 516,452 17 | Argentine Re public sa 92,281 2k 
Switzerland...... 293, 564 26 || Algeria................0+ 91,685 62 
iiaibetidnerscevesne 190,066 40 | Guatemala. 15,526 07 
EE 137,491 07 | Norway. 14,517 84 
IES sttenseantinscanans 109, 983 94 | Hayti.. hase 13, 761 28 
RET BG. <cocececes 109, 416 26 | San Domingo. ielikiediaindl 10, 607 44 
ST idbcumiieaenedsepseccnes 29, 404 JO |) Uruguay ......cc..ccceceeees 9,014 8 
ti dntiaatuniatmemasdjennantn 11,043 84 | Portugal.......... 7,463 69 
i 5, 855 04 
British India.................. 3,739 37 
Luxemburg. 2, 841 34 


Post-OrFrice DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF FoREIGN MAILS, 
Washington, D. C., May 15, 1886, 

DEAR Str: Pursuant to your verbal request I have the honor to inform you 
that the total amount that would go to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company 
under the Senate amendment would be a little in excess of $325,000, or $262,000 
more that the sea and inland postage, or $325,000 more than the sea postage that 
was paid to said company for the same service during the last fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1885. 

I inclose herewith a letter of the honorable Postmaster-General dated May 
12, and the letter of this office of May 10, No. 71967, which were left at my oilice 
this morning. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NICHOLAS M. BELL, 
Superintendent Foreign Mails, 
Ifon. JAMrEs H. BLounrt, 
House of Representatives. 


Exports of cotton manufactures. 
Dutch Guiana: British, $92,000; United States, $1,733. 
French Guiana, nothing. 
Cotton goods to Brazil: British, $17,182,000; American, $660,740; or $27 
to $1 American. British goods cheapest. 
American plain piece-goods, 9.78 cents ; 
printed, 10.39 cents. 
Uruguay: Cotton goods imported—British, $3,081,000; 
Argentine Republic: Two-thirds of the cotton thread 


British 
British plain piece-goods, 5.65 cents ; 
British printed,7.59 cents; American 


American, $580,000. 
and nine-tenths of the 


cotton fabrics come from England. American exportsexceed herimports, Ex- 
ports of cotton fabrics on the decline. 
To Central America: 

NS ol iin dcncsehiitguisalhcdtidiniiinecdinterdbnebitinvaeaniittiininttionsbiietdbavedien $2, C09, 000 


I ca sits coneal ea idaetiiaatnneinieiecesedicedhaninnentds aavilihiptenpwennn 58, 629 
To British Honduras: 
Great Britain, 1880 





dedhikcunddennemaedadasesiscéntoosen weedsedoapeambeubees cnewatscbabestes 213,000 
OTD isco eeiiuabietawaloiedscndnabhdibonpiabsinneccsentpebinisscsetacees 78, 000 
To United States of Colombia: 
la ocatisteuaubalienonanisonens hentieiees . 3,163,000 
No oacseeennliniadeascsenseotsanebadetet 838, 138 
To Venezuela: 
England .... 1, 477,000 
France...........-. 274, 000 
United States... 136, 000 
To British Guiana: 
STITT Tir delta hiincdinsnatiateliadedtini anaeminibeditiasiiaaddacnninesneatmmnnytigies 670, 000 
SUTIN nities di dion sien iaciadiaeemnananaiinndimccaimensciitindbnetemaneouneine: epedeon 18, 686 


Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman, if there be no objection, I ask that 
the time of the gentleman from Georgia be extended. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, [should like very much to have fur- 
ther time, but I do not think it would be courteous to other gentle- 
men, because I propose to limit the debate, and looking to that end, I 
now move that the committee rise for the purpose of limiting general 
debate on this amendment. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Chairman, in the first place, I trust that by 
unanimous consent the chairman of the committee may be allowed ad- 
ditional time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I shall not ask a privilege for my- 
self that I can not afford to ask for others. I believe that two days 
will be ample for general debate. I propose to ask for that, nothing 
more and nothing less, and in so doing I am acting under the instruc- 
tions of my committee and deferring to a sentiment in this House that 
the public time should not be uselessly occupied. 

Mr. BURROWS. I trust that the chairman of the committee will 
not make the motion to rise at this time, just at the close of his ad- 
dress, thus disturbing the impression which he has made. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I suppose three minutes will answer the purpose, 
and I trust that I have made impression enough to last that long. 
[ Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Georgia that the committee now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BURROWS. If the Chair will bear with me for a moment, I 
wish to say that I was not at the meeting of the committee this morn- 
ing and did not understand, what I now learn, that it was agreed in 
the committee that general debate should be limited as proposed by the 
chairman. I now withdraw my objection and desire that the debate 
may be limited by unanimous consent. 
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and that, being foreign service, could be paid only the sea and inland 
postage at most. It was paid the sea postage—about $237—$23, 600 
from Tampa to Key Westand $237 from Key West toHavana. Why? 
Because the law permits the Postmaster-General to contract for coast- 

wise service, while the provisions of law restrict him in the matter of 
compensation for the foreign service to the sea postage if itis a foreign 
vessel, or the sea and inland postage if it be a domestic vessel. 

Now as a result of this the amount expended for our whole foreizn 
service, as I have said, was limited during the last year to the sum of 
about $326,000. But the shameful part of this matter is that of this 
$326,000, $280,000 went into the pockets of foreign ship-owners an 
only $46, 000 to our own vessels, for the whole mail service across the 
Atlantic is carried in foreign bottoms under foreign flags. They re eatty 
take our mails for the sea postage, and this Taw b has driven Americ: 
mails from American ships. 

The Post-Office appropriation bill, as it went from the House, con- 
tinued this old method of compensation, giving to American lines 
at most only the sea and inland postage. It comes back to us author- 
izing the Postmaster-General to do with this foreign service precise|y 
what is done with the domestic service, with the mail carried on star 
routes and on steamboats. It authorizes him to contract for this sery- 
ice to the lowest responsible bidder sailing an American craft and 
flying the American flag. This wholetalk of “‘subsidy’’ and ‘‘bounty’’ 
is simply to excite the prejudices of this House, instead of appealin: 
to the judgment of reasonable men. 

The only practical question then is, will you appropriate $800,000— 
less than you pay for the domestic messenger service—for the support 
of your foreign mail service? To this measure, for myself, I give my 
most earnest and cordial support. 

The chairman of the committee, in commenting on this provision, 
says that by its terms it will allow no increase of service; that the whole 
$800,000 will go to existing lines between their present terminal points, 
and there will be no opportunity under this provision for the Post- 
master-General to either increase the service or put on new lines. 

The chairman was not unaware of the fact that in committee | 
offered an amendment to this provision, which I now send to the Clerk’s 
desk and ask to be read, and when ‘the proper time arrives I will 
move to concur in this amendment with the following proviso. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That not exceeding $400,000 of the amount herein appropriated shal! 
be expended in payment of existing American steamship lines for the transpor- 
tation of ae a and that 
soe much of the balance as may be shall be expended in increasing the 
frequency of the postal service of lines and in the establishment 
of service by American builtand steamships between the United 
States and such ports of the anes countries herein named, not now connected 
with the United States by steamship lines, as the Postmaster-General 
may select, including Buenos Ayres and Montevideo. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Chairman, it will be observed by this amend- 
ment, which I shall ask a vote in committee, that only $400,000 
of this 000 is to be used for existi lines between their present 
terminal points, and the balance of the ,000 may be used by the 
Postmaster-General for the extension of present lines or to establish new 
lines to‘hew ports. 

Kec ar ghana is this $800,000 or $400,000 too mach for our 
whole foreign service 

To the New York cam Brazilian line, the only line we have running 
to Brazil, we bald lost year GL20%, and tho dlatence $s had to go on a 

e trip was 5, 5,154 miles, or in a round trip more than 10,000 miles. 
io and return we paid this line the sum of $4,210 for the year, or 
$326 a trip, or about 3 cents a mile, while at the same time we paid for 
246 miles from a» Key West $23,600, or 46 cents a mile. Upon 
what principle of justice or of reason is this distinction made? 

The “ D line,” to which the gentleman referred, the only line 

running from New York to Venezuela, the only steamship flying the 
American flag in that country, sailed to reach the ports of Venezuela 
3,066 miles, in each round trip 6,132 miles, and received—how much ’ 
$56.53 a trip, stopping at ei ports, and paid out more to deliver the 
mail than they received from the Government of the United States. 

At the same time we paid the steamship for carrying the mails from 
































TheCHAIRMAN. The committee determines to rise. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. HAMMOND, from the Committee of the Whole, reported 
that they had had under consideration the Post-Office appropriation 
bill, and kad come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the Senate 
amendments to the Post-Office appropriation bill, and pending that, I 
move that general debate on the same be limited to this day and to- 
morrow. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I suppose it is the intention of the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. BLoUNT] to move to go into Committee of the Whole to- 
morrow after the morning hour. 

Mr. BLOUNT. After the first morning hour. The Chair has held 
that it requires unanimous consent to dispense with that hoar. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that it is in order, under 
the rule, at any time after the expiration of the morning hour, which 
is the hour for the call of committees, to move to go into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union to consider general appropria- 
tion bills or revenue bills. 

Mr. BLOUNT. That is what I propose to do. 

The motion of Mr. BLount to limit general debate was agreed to; 
also the motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole, 

The House accordingly again resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. HAmMMonD in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union for the further consideration of the Post-Office ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Chairman, the Post-Office appropriation bill, 
having passed the House, comes back to us from the Senate with sev- 
eral amendments, only one of which will provoke any considerable dis- 
cussion. That is the amendment numbered 6, which provides an ap- 
propriation of $800,000 to support the carrying of our foreign mails to 
Central and South America, China, Japan, and Australia. 

The carrying of the mails is a governmental obligation. The estab- 
lishment of post-offices and post-roads is a duty im upon the Na- 
tional Government by the nationa] Constitution. carrying of the 
mails to these post-offices over established eee is enjoined by 
legislative mandate. In the execution of obligation the National 
Government expended for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1885, in ear- 
rying the domestic mail above twenty-three and a half million dollars. 
Of this sum over sixteen and a half millions were paid to the railways 
of the country. We paid to the star-route service throughout the 
country about five and a half millions. We paid for our steamboat 
service, coastwise and inland, over half a million—$563,000. We paid 
for the messenger service, carrying the mails from the depots to the 
post-offices, $879,217. 

While we make this liberal —— for the ing of the do- 
mestic mail, we appropriated last year for our entire service 
over both oceans, through the Gulf,  aheee the Caribbean Sea to the 
South American countries, the sum ‘of $326,735—a trifle over one-fifth 
of the amount we appropriated to the domestic messenger service. This 
was the sum total of our foreign appropriation. This paucity of com- 
pensation is no fault of the Postmaster-General; it is no fault of 
Government officer; but it arises from the law. ’For instance, the 
way service, for which we paid, as I have said, sixteen and one-half 
millions last year, is contracted for, not by advertisement; but under 
certain limitations the Postmaster-General is authorized to contract for 
that service. 

The star-route service, for which we pay five and one-half millions, is 
let to the lowest responsible bidder, and if there are no competing bids 
upon any competing route the route is let to the single bidder, who- 
ever he be, if the price be reasonable; in other words, the letting of 
this service is lodged with the Postmaster-General, to be contracted 
for to the lowest responsible bidder after due advertisement. 

The coastwise service and the river service on our steamboats is not 


oa 


To the New York and Cuban line, a New York to Cuba, 
1,174 miles, we paid a little over $2,600. line made seventy one 
trips, sailing a total distance of 166,608 miles. And how much did we 
a mile to that line? One cent and a half for carrying the United 
mail. At the same time asteamer running from Norfolk to Cape 
Charles, 38 miles of coastwise service, for that 38 miles received $10,971, 
or over 39 cents a mile. A cent and a half from New York to Cuba, 
1,174 miles, and 40 cents a mile from Norfolk to Cape Charles, 38 miles 
We paid the New Orleans and Central American line, ranning from 
New Orleans to Nicaragua, 1,065 miles’ distance, making fifteen trips. 
traveling in the year 40,500 miles—we paid for that service, for carrying 
the United States mail, going to the post-office in the United States and 
the mail, taking it to the boat, and delivering it to the post- 

office in the foreign country, the magnificent sam of $24.50. It is pro- 
posed now to pay this line a reasonable co —- for that service, 


vai over half a million last year. 

But when you come to the foreign service, sections 4007 and 4009 of 
the Revised Statutes limit the amount of compensation; for instance, 
the former section (4007) gives the Postmaster- General authority to 
contract for the foreign service. 

But section 4009 restricts him in the payment of mdi Hs memes 
saying that when the mails are carried on = — steamship he 
may pay the postage of the mail carried if carried on a foreign 
veul @ 0 Ging wn tae atten on puna diin, aati 
the difference between the whole postage and the inland postage. So, 
under the operation of that law, which restricts the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral to this rule of com this great injustice arises. 

To illustrate: We ee ee 
Fia., to Key West, a coastwise service of 249 miles, $23,600. We took 
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At the same time while we paid this line the sum of $24.50 we paid 
another line, ranning from New Orleans to Port Eads, $22,719. The 
Clyde line, which runs from New York to Hayti, 1,315 miles, seven- 
teen trips (44,710 miles a year), was paid for that service $553.66 for a 
year, a cent and one-fifth per mile. At the same time we paid from 
Memphis to Arkansas City, only 216 miles, $24,000. Upon what prin- 
ciple do we pay only one cent and a half a mile from New York to 
Hayti and 334 cents a mile from Memphis to Arkansas City. From 
New Orleans to Honduras, a service of 1,060 miles, we paid last year the 
sum of $38.91; for carrying the United States mail from New Orleans 
to Grand Isle we paid $3,950. We paid more last year from Tampa to 
Key West, 246 miles, than we paid the American lines for the whole 
Gait service, South Atlantic and transatlantic service, and the service 
to Mexico, Central and South America, and Europe. ; 

Let us look now at the other side of the South American country. 
From San Francisco to Hong-Kong, 6,080 miles distant, we paid $3,506 
for last year’s service, eighteen trips, each trip 12,180 miles, the total 
distance sailed nearly 220,000 miles, and we paid 1} cents a mile for 
that foreign service. At the same time another boat starts from San 
Francisco and goes to Eureka, on the coast, only 216 miles distant, and 
we paid that line $6,500. Why pay foratrip of 12,000 miles $195 and 
a trip of 432 miles $125? 

From San Francisco to Panama, a distance of 2,539 miles, we paid 
$1,238. The total number of trips was twenty-five, each trip more 
than 5,000 miles, and we paid to that line for each trip $49.53, or about 
9 mills per mile. 

At the same time we paid another line running from Tacoma to Port 
Townsend, 98 miles $29,700, or 48 cents a@mile. Why pay 9 mills for 
a trip of 5,000 miles and 48 cents for a tripof 95 miles? The California 
and Mexican Steamship Company, running from San Francisco to 
Mexico, 1,520 miles, sailing during the year more than 36,000 miles, 
was paid $208.82, while at the same time we paid from Port Townsend 
to Neah Bay, 102 miles, $6,303. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. 
tion ? 

Mr. BURROWS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Is there any explanation for this 
astounding statement of difference you make by reason of the quantity 
of work done or amount of mail handled? 

Mr. BURROWS. No, sir, there is not; and it may be said further 
that domestic lines can stop along the coast or at cities on our rivers 
and trade at different towns all along the line, while the foreign ship 
after it puts to sea has no way business en roule to its foreign destina- 


Mr. GOFF. And that is in the interest of the home service, which 
makes it worse yet. 

Mr. BURROWS. If there is any service that ought to be paid well 
it is that upon the ocean, which can draw nothing from local trade. 

We paid more for carrying the mails from San Francisco to Sacra- 

171 miles, to wit, $6,000, than we paid the American line from 

Francisco to Hong-Kong, Panama, and to Mexico. We paid $6,000 

carrying the mails from Tacoma to Port Townsend, a distance 

we paid the whole foreign Pacific mail service. We 

from Tacoma to Sitka, 1,441 miles, to wit, $47,700, than 

American lines to foreign ports across both oceans. And yet 

ion from Tacoma to Sitka is a sub- 

facts for the purpose of showing how 

inland It is not the 


Will the gentleman permit a ques- 
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vessel only the sea and inland postage 
from an American ship; and there is 
the sun in the amendment of the Senate but the mere 
Postmaster-General ‘‘ you shail have the same authority 

contract for the forcign service as you now have to contract for do- 
mestic service,’’ and makes an appropriation to carry these contracts 
out. + 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I would like to ask the gentleman 
another if I do not distarb him. 
WS. It does not disturb me, but my time is limited 
ee t to the House. 


IN, of Iowa. ed by some that these foreign 
carry sometimes 


ten or twelve letters on these long trips, 

routes carry immense quantities of mail. Now, in 
with the question before asked, I would like to inquire (to have 
light thrown upon that point) if it is the quantity handled or the 
of the mails which has such a material effect in creating the 
difference to which you allude. 
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it off at the port of destination; but the weight of the mail on star-route 
and coastwise lines does not enter into the question of compensation 
to any considerable extent, and the quantity of mail should not govern 
in compensating for the foreign service for the reason that it is Just as 
much labor to go from the wharf in New York city to the post-office, 
as the master of the ship is compelled to do, to get the mail where it 
fills one bag as it would if it filled five or fifty bags. 

When the steamship company receive the mail for foreign transporta- 
tion the delivery of it is attended with the same expense whether it is 
five bags or fifty. Atsome of the ports in South America, in Vene- 
zuela or Brazil, the mails have to be taken on a tug and carried te the 
landing, and then carried to the post-office. Thev are not delivered at 
the wharf. And it makes no difference in the expense in hiring that 
tug, which the steamship companies must now do—paying at one place 
as I remember $15—whether they take one mail-bag or fifty. 

Mr. GUENTHER. Will the gentleman permit me? 

Mr. BURROWS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GUENTHER. But the fact remains that the carrying of foreign 
mails is paid by weight. These astounding figures are not on the proper 
basis. 

Mr. BURROWS. The carrying of the foreign mail is paid, as I have 
stated, according to the postage on that mail, and nothing more. 

Mr. GUENTHER. Based on weight. ; 

Mr. BURROWS. On the postage, which is, of course, based on 
weight—so much on évery half-ounce; 5 cents, for instance, from New 
York to Rio; and the Government says to the American steamship com- 
pany carrying the American flag, ‘‘ If you carry that letter from New 
York to Rio we will divide the postage; we will give you 3 cents and 
take 2; that is, we will take the domestic and give you the sea post- 
age; or, if we incline to generosity, we are permitted to give you the 
whole postage, 5 cents.’’ And if this line running to Rio, which might 
extend its line to the Plata, to Buenos Ayres, and the Argentine Ke- 
public, we say to it, ‘‘Push ahead; and if you go down and open that 
country and carry fifty letters, we will pay you $2.50.”’ 

Mr. GUENTHER. I wish to ask the gentleman, then, whether he 
puts this appropriation on the ground of extending our commerce? 

Mr. BURROWS. I will come to that presently. 

Mr. GUENTHER. I do not desire to interrupt the gentleman. 

Mr. BURROWS. The Government says to the Brazilian Steamship 
Company, ‘‘If you will push 1,500 miles farther along, and strike the 
great city of Buenos Ayres, with its popalation of 500,000, and carry 
the flag to the borders of the Argentine Republic, we will pay you the 
sea and inland postage on the mails carried,’’ and that is all the Post- 
master-General can pay under the law. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. BURROWS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Is there any other mail service except the foreign 
mail that is compensated on the basis of the postage—on the earnings of 
the mail service to the Government? 

Mr. BURROWS. None other. Wecarry the mail to the distant fron- 
tier, if there be but a single man. My friend from Wisconsin made a 
suggestion about our foreign commerce. I suppose the mail is carried to 
the frontiersman not because he expects to remain there but a day and 
then return but because he has located there, and in the track of the mail 
line will follow the tide of immigration, which will contribute to the es- 
tablishment of new homes and cities, the development of the country, 
and in the end contribute to the general weal. 

In other days other men were not afraid to champion a proposition 
like this. Other men were not afraid to pay reasonable compensation to 
American lines for carrying the foreign mails. In other days this sub- 
iect commanded the thoughtful consideration and earnest speech of 
American statesmen and was a matter of national solicitude. 

Mr. Bayard, the illustrious father of the no less illustrious present 
Secretary of State, said: 

The mail service in this and all countries on land is a governinent duty; and 
with all great maritime nations which have the power to control that service 
on the ocean it is as much a government duty where their extensive commerce 
is concerned as ison land the proper transportation of correspondence. The 
mail service with foreign countries on any principle that I can appreciate is as 
much a governmental duty and demands as much the expenditure and the at- 


tention of the Government as transportation of correspondence in the interior 
ofthe country. Will you— 


Senator Bayard said— 


adopta policy which will place the entire transportation of your mails under 
British control— 


That is what you have done— 


which will put into their hands the transportation of passengers, which will ay 
a tax on American citizens for the advancement of British commerce? Sue’ 
may be the judgment of the honorable Senator, but it is not mine, and I trust it 
will not be that of the American Senate. 


Thomas Butler King, speaking on this same subject, said: 

If it be asked why Great Britain has thus taken the lead of us in ocean steam 
navigation, while we are so clearly superior in domestic steamers and sailing 
ships, the answer is she has anticipated us through the extension of her mail 
system to foreign countries in combination with naval arrangements. 


James K. Polk once said this: 


it is sir, that men who are 


. to embody the wisdom of the 
land should have to be reminded that 


are pandering to British power, for- 
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getting American interests, and losing sight of that greatness and grandeur 
which attach to this American Government, 

I stand upon the floor of the American Congress and I find men who are will- 
ing to measure our greatness by the circumference of a dollar—a dollar, sir!— 
measure American prosperty and American greatness by a round dollar, and 
thus pander to British interests, bow the pliant knee, and say to the power that 
assailed us at Lexington, that flashed the first guns from Bunker Hill, that 
fought us upon the sea and land in 1812, and that has been jealous of our po 
perity and our greatness ever since—say to her, ‘‘ Good mother, won't you please 
carry our mails?"’ Why, sir, I scorn, I despise that anti-American feeling and 
sentiment, The men who stand battling upon these principles are behind the 
age; they are behind the progress of their country; they know nothing of its 
power or its influence and are contributing to a combination of foreign policy 
designed to oversiaugh us, 


How prophetic the words of Bayard which I have quoted! To-day, 
as I have said, of the $326,000 paid for carrying our foreign mails $280,- 
000 is paid to the owners of foreign vessels, and not a single American 
line crossfig the Atlantic carries the American mails. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I have not discussed what I intended when I 
arose. It was my purpose to call the attention of this committee to 
the advantage which would result to the nation in carrying our mails 
to the South American countries, as this bill proposes, in American 
steamships. 

We can not and we must not lose sight of the advantage of connect- 
ing this country with the South American republics. The carrying of 
a single letter to Chili or to the Argentine Republic may lay the foun- 
dation of a trade of inestimable value, not to these steamship conipa- 
nies, but to all the American people. Our diversified industries are ca- 
pable of giving employment to all our laboring people. The field and 
the factory, the forest and the mine, our facilities for employing labor, 
are simply boundless, and yet to-day a million of our laboring people 
are out of employment and the bloody hand of the communist is clutch- 
ing at the throat of capital. 

We might give employment to this labor if we would. But if we 
employ this laborand light the fires of our furnaces and open the mines 
and set the looms in motion, where shall we dispose of the products? 
Why, at our very door is the answer. We have the market at hand if 
we are wisc enough tocontrol it. Within a stone’s throw almost, right 
south of us, is the Republic of Mexico, with its twenty-seven States, 
with a government patterned after our own, with ten millions and a 
half of people. Her imports last year were more than $35,000,000; 
her exports were more than $46,000,000; her entire trade aggregating 
more than $82,000, 000. 

Who controls the tradeof Mexico, lyingright uponour border? Why, 
sir, Spain took over twenty-six millions of it, Germany over eighteen 
millions and a half, France nearly sixteen millions, while the United 
States controlled less than ten millions; England took nine millions, 
and the Central American countries two and a half millions. So that 
of this entire trade with Mexico the United States controlled but a 
trifle over one-tenth, while nine-tenths of it was held by foreign toun- 
tries. 

Take Central America, with its five republics. Those five Central 
American republics have more trade with England by far—yes, double 
the trade—than they have with the United States, although they lie 
at our very doors, easily accessible from the ports of the Gulf States. 
Their principal imports are cotton goods. We could furnishevery yard 
of cotton goods that the Central American countries need, but Great 
Britain in 1880 sold them 31,000,000 yards, while the United States 
sold them only 688,000 yards—a little over half a million. The bal- 
ance of trade with Mexico in 1884 was against us by over $3,000,000. 
The import trade of Central America has increased rapidly in the last 
fifteen years. In 1870 it was only $730,000; in 1884 it was $6,500,000. 

In 1883 the United States sold the Central American countries man- 
ufactured goods amounting to less that $2,000,000, while Great Britain 
sold them over three and a half million dollars. Of cotton goods the 
United States sold them $124,000 worth, while Great Britain sold them 
$2,500,000 worth. The United States sold them only $4,000 worth of 
candles, Great Britain $13,000 worth. We sold them $16,000 worth of 
china and glassware, Great Britain $28,000 worth. Of wearing apparel 
the United States sold them but $24,000 worth, England $148, 000 worth. 
Of iron and steel we sold them $300,000 worth, while England sold them 
$500,000 worth. Of wood manufactures we sold Central America but 
$4,000 worth, England $121,000 worth. And in the last twenty years 
our entire trade with the Central American countries, so far as exports 
are concerned, has amounted to only sixteen millions, while that of 
Great Britain alone has been more than $46,000,000, and with France 
more than ten millions and a half. 

Why, sir, look at these countries south of us—Mexico, Central and 
South America, embracing within their confines forty-three million 
people substantially without manufactures—fifteen republics, fashioned 
after our own, and the great Empire of Brazil. I have referred to the 
commerce of Central America alone. Take the commerce of Central 
and South American countries . The total foreign commerce 
of Central and South America is $850,000,000 annually, and their im- 
ports alone from Europe and the United States aggregate in value $420,- 
000,000 annually. These countries buy of foreign countries $420,000, - 
000 worth of commodities. Of that total foreign trade of $850,000,000 
how much does the United States control? One hundred and thirty 
million dollars, while Europe controls $720,000,000. Of her $420,000,- 





000 imports, they bought of the United States only $40,000,000—one- 
tenth—the balance, $380,000,000, was purchased of foreign countries 
other than our own; yet all she consumes we can produce. Of the 
$80,000,000 merchandise exported last year from the United States 
less than 7 per cent. went to Central and South America. 

Why, sir, South America imports annually enormous quantities of 
coal. How much from the United States? None; she brings it from 
England. Yet our coal mines are running on half time or closed up al- 
together. Mexico and Central and South America consume annually 
about $100,000,000 worth of cotton goods. How much do they buy of 
Great Britain? Ninety-five percent.,and theother 5 percent. weshare 
insimply. There is no reason why we should not furnish all her cotton 
fabrics, and these constitute the wearing apparel of three-fourth of her 

eople. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. And yet we can furnish coarse cotton goods more 
cheaply than Great Britain. A 

Mr. BURROWS. Iron and steel those countries buy of Europe by 
millions, while our mills are shut down. What is the reason of this? 
What is the trouble? 

Why, sir, to those South American countries we have two lines of 
steamers—only two. We have one line, the Red D line, running trom 
New York to Venezuela, and another line running from New York and 
Newport News to Brazil. Outside of these lines there is not a single 
American steamer entering a port of the South American countries or 
flying an American flag. The Brazilian line has three steamers, every 
one of them American built; the Venezuelan line seven, all of Amer- 
ican construction. We thus have ten steamers on two lines running to 
Venezuela and Brazil, the Shly two countries of all the South Ameri- 
can republics to which our steamers run. And for the mail service to 
these two countries we paid last year the magnificent sum of $5,603.08. 
At the same time we paid from Tampa to Key West $23,600; we 
paid to the Pacific Mail Steamship line, from New York to Colon and 
from San Francisco to Panama, $8,817; we paid the New Orleans and 
Central American line, $24.50; Oteri’s Pioneer line, from New Orleans 
to Honduras, $81.38; the Royal Mail line, from New Orleans to Hon- 
duras, $509; the New Orleans, Honduras and Guatemala line, $35.91; 
and the Kate Q@urrell, from New Orleans to Honduras, $1.17. The ag- 
gregate amount paid for carrying the mails to Central and South America 
was $15,136.16, about the same sum we paid from Louisville, Ky., to 
Evansville, Ind. This is the extent and amount of compensation paid 
American steamships for carrying our mails to Central and South 
America; and if you want to reach any other country in South America 
to-day aside from Venezuela and Brazil you must take passage to En- 
gland and under a foreign flag reach the Argentine Republic, her capital 
city of Buenos Ayres, Uruguay, Chili, or any other of the great eastern 
or western republics of South America. 

Now, what have foreign countries been doing and what are they sti)! 
doing to sustain their foreign-mail service with these countries? In 
showing what Germany, France, Great Britain, and other foreign coun- 
tries pay for their foreign service I restrict my statements to Central 
and South America. In the winter of 1884~’85 Mr. Frelinghuysen, then 
Secretary of State, requested the various legations in Europe to advise 
him as to the amount of aid granted by the governments of those coun- 
tries to encourage commerce between their ports and Central and South 
America. Mr. Lowell, our minister to England, inclosed in reply the 
following communication from the English premier: 

Foreicn Orrice, January 24, 1885. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you the accompanying statement, which 


her majesty’s postmaster has caused to be prepared, giving information, so 
far onthe records of the general post-office extend, seeey: from the year 1861 
to the nt date, in regard to the aid granted by Her Majesty’s Government 
toward the establishment of direct steamship communication between this 
country and Central and South America. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 


GRANVILLE. 


The following is the statement: 


.. £248, 697 


From the foregoing it appears that, commencing in 1862, the Euglish 
post-office department paid £294,000 to establish mail steamship con.- 
munication with Central and South America, and that rate continued 
from year to year until 1884, when the British Government paid £95,- 
000 for mail service between her ports and Central and South America. 
Nearly $1,500,000 in 1862, continuing until the close of our civil war, 
and in 1884 $500,000 were paid by that country to connect her ports with 
Central and South America. In twenty-two years she paid for this 

i of and she is still ex- 
pending every year to hold this trade. She pays 
the Royal Mail Hne.tor nine cheemecs to Bio, Spesrieta steamers to Ocn- 
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tral America and the countries of the Caribbean Sea $432,000. At the of hardware—iron and steel—but $73,000 worth, while Great Britain 


same time, the United States in twenty-two years has expended for her 
mail service to Central and South America only $350,000. , 

Our minister to France replied by saying that in 1884 France paid 
her South American line $728,000 and her West India and Central 
American lines $790,000, a total of $1,518,000, while the United States 
paid $15,000. P 

Mr. Dayton, our minister to the Hague, replied that the Royal West 
India mail steamers are paid $3,000 a round trip for a weekly service 
between its ports and the ports of the West Indies and Central and South 
America—$156,000 a year. The United States paid for similar service 
$15,000. 

Austria-Hungary pays the Lloyd Steamship Company, for each trip 


to Central and South America, 4,000 florins. The Spanish line of 


steamships to the West In lies receive annually $350,000 from that gov- 
ernment—more than the ' 'nited States paid for her entire foreign serv- 
ice. Belgium pays a line of steamers between .\ntwerp and the ports 
of Rio, Buenos Ayres, and Montevideo, the whole postal revenues of the 
mail carried, whether originating in or destined to Belgium, and $100,000 
annually besides. , 
Mr. Kasson, minister to Bérlin, in his reply said: 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED States, Berlin, March 30, 1885. 

Str: Inclosed herewith I transmit a copy of the law recently passed by the 
Rei ting subsidies for the establishment of three new steamship lines 
for the dacthor development of German commerce and German interests in for- 

countries, with translation of the same. 
contract is made for fifteen years, the annual amount for the first two lines 
being 4,000,000 marks, and for the tributary lines 1,000. 

The determined resolution of the chancellor to provide this new opening to 
market for the surplus manufactures of Germany, to open new spheres of em- 
ployment to the ente 
Germany in the world, enforced by his powerful and patriotic arguments in 
Parliament, carried the day over the combination of opposing parties. Happy 
country, whose intelligent and patriotic statesmanship is not howled down by 

d *s cry of “jobbery.” 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. KASSON. 


The foregoing is sufficient to give some idea what foreign governments 
are doing to secure and hold the trade of Central and South America. 

I have referred to the importance of this trade in a general way; let 
me take it up somewhat more in detail. 


Take the Republic of Venezuela, with her population of 2,000;000 of 


— Our exports of manufactured goods are small. In 1883 wesold 
er of cotton goods $214,000 worth, while England sold her $1,500,000 
worth. 

We sold her of chemicals $107,000 worth, $278,000 of iron and steel, 
$77,000 of petroleum, and $75,000 of furniture. 

France sold her of leather goods, boots and shoes, $70,000 worth, and 
the United States, with her great factories, sold the people of Venezuela 
only $1,700 worth. 

The establishment of the Red D line has opened that country to us 
and done much to increase our trade. In 1870 our imports from Vene- 
guela were two millions, in 1884 they were six millions and a half. 
Our exports in 1870 were $866,000; in 1884 two millions. In 1870 we 
imported 11,000,000 of coffee; in 1884 53,000,000 of pounds. 
In 1870 we shipped to her $15,000 worth of furniture; in 1884 $80,000 
worth. In 1870 we bought of her $440,000 worth of hides; in 1880 
$1,052,000 worth. In 1870 we sold her $23,000 worth of oil, and in 
1880 $82,000 worth. This gives some slight idea of what the Red D 
line has accomplished. Yet of the entire import trade of Venezuela 
England to-day controls one-half of it, and the United States a little less 
than one- 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. MILLARD. I will take the floor, Mr. Chairman, and yield to 
the gentleman from Michigan. 

The CHAIRMAN. For how long? 

Mr. MILLARD. As long as he wishes. 

Mr. BURROWS. I will conclude in a few minutes. 

Mr. Chairman, the Red D line has advanced our interests with this 
country, and yet it has but seven vessels. It made thirty-four trips 
last year, sailing 6,000 miles each trip; yet we paid that line only 
$1,300, while at the same time we paid to the steamer running from 
Brunswick to Simon’s Mills, in your State of Georgia, Mr. Chairman, 
12 miles, $1,000, and we pay only $1,300 to this Venezuelan line. 

The United States of Colombia, how about our trade with her? Not 
a solitary American steamship entering her port, yet her trade is great. 
England sells her annually three and a half millions of cotton goods, 
while the United States only half a million. Of boots and shoes she 
bought of the United States $112,000 and of France $750,000. France 
sells her $828,000 worth of wearing apparel, while the United States 
sells her but $85,000. Sheimports annually $20,000,000 worth of man- 
ufactured products, every single article of which we produce in this 
country and might sell her, but we have not a single steamship con- 


re her ports. 
Go to Peru, a country with three millions of people and insti- 
modeled after our own. She is practically without manufac- 


Lil 


United States sold Peru in 1882 of cotton goods only $42,000 
while Great Britain sold her $2,325,000. In 1882 we sold her 








g German people, and to increase the influence of 





sold her $811,000 worth. 

Of the article of paper the United States sold $1,170 worth and Great 
Britain $16,000 worth. Of manufactured hemp the United States sold 
her $7,000, while Great Britain sold her $100,000. Of wearing ap- 
parel Great Britain sold her $58,000, France $178,000, and the United 
States not a dollar’s worth. Of woolen goods she bought of England 
$481,000 worth, of France $719,000 worth, and of the United States 
not adollar. Why is this? We have no communication with that 
country. 

Look at the map before you and you will observe that there is nota 
line running from the United States down the western shore of South 
America. Now and then bya stray sailing vessel American goods reach 
her ports, but they are shipped generally to Liverpool and Hamburg 
and carried under a foreign flag around the Horn. The Royal Mail 
Steamship Company and French line monopolize this entire trade, and 
do it not by being paid the sea and inland postage, but are aided by 
liberal compensation for carrying the mails. 

How easily the Pacific Steamship Company could extend -ber line 
from Panama down the western coast, but the United States says to 
her, ‘‘ If you take that venture we will give you half the postage on the 
letters you carry, though these letters may lay the foundation fora great 
trade with the Republic of Peru.”’ 

Take Chili, with her population of two and one half-millions, and the 
trade with thatcountryisenormous. I can not gointoitat length, but 
she buys annually $35,000,000 worth of manufactured goods. Think 
of it; $35,000,000annually! She has more trade per capita than France, 
twice as much foreign trade as Mexico, and four times as much as the 
whole of the Central American states. 

Yet the United States has less than 4 per cent. of this trade; En- 
gland, France, and Germany control more than 80 per cent. of her trade; 
and Great Britain alone takes more than 50 per cent. of it. In 1882 
our trade was only $3,500,000 with Chili, while Great Britain’s trade that 
very year was $73,000,000, and France and Germany $13,000,000. And 
yet we stand idly by and refuse to do anything to secure this trade, and 
when it is proposed to pay reasonable compensation to American lines 
if they will open communication with this country and thereby extend 
our communications through the instrumentality of a mail service we 
are met with thecry of ‘‘subsidy.’’ Germany sold of sewing-thachines— 
for they are not savages down there—in 1882 Germany sold of sewing- 
machines $109,000 and the United States $7,000. 

Germany sold her of pianos $112,000 worth and the. United States 
$7,000. Ofcotton goods Germany sold $1,645,000 worth, and the United 
States $300,000 worth. Of boots and shoes Germany sold $234,000, 
and the United States sold none! In 1882 England sold $7,000,000 
worth of cotton goods and one-half million dollars’ worth of woolen 
goods and two millions of iron and steel, every single yard and pound 
of which could have been furnished by the looms, mines, and mills of 
the United States. From 1863 to 1882, in twenty years, England sold 
her $213,000,000 worth, France $135,000,000, and the United States 
$36, 000, 000. 

In 1882 Chili bought $10,000,000 worth of cotton goods, only $300,- 
000 of which came from the United States; $4,000,000 worth of woolen 
goods, $6,000 of it from United States; $319,000 worth of carpets, none 
from United States; $470,000 worth of silks, none from the United 
States; $1,289,000 grain and flour bags, $114 worth bought of the United 
States; she bought $722,000 worth of hats and caps, from the United 
States none; $1,261,000 furnishing goods, $125 of this came from the 
United States; she bought $400,000 worth of watches and jewelry, we 
sold her $21,000 of it; $428,000 worth of boots and shoes, $11,000 worth 
of which came from the United States; she bought $892,000 worth of glass 
and crockery, $15,000 of it from the United States; she bought $2,000, - 
000 worth of hardware and cutlery, $200,000 of it came from the United 
States; $2,300,000 worth of iron, of which the United States sold her 
but $306; she bought$164,000 worth of watches, butno portion of them 
came from the United States. What is the trouble? Why this pau- 
cityof trade? Why, we have nocommunication with Chili! And when 
it is proposed to extend the steamship lines carrying American mails 
to that country by permitting the Postmaster-General to contract for 
this service the same as for the domestic service the cry of ‘‘ subsidy ”’ 
is raised. 

In 1881, thirteen hundred and eighty, and in 1882, fifteen hundred 
and sixty, vessels entered the ports of Chili, more than twenty-five hun- 
dred craftinall. Four-fifths of them were under the English flag and 
not a single steamship from the United States carrying the American 
flag. 

It is easy to extend our Pacific mail down the coast and touch at 
Chili, but the reply comes, ‘‘if you take the venture we will give you 
only 5 cents a letter for carrying American mails.’’ 

What does Chili say in her public press? And let me say right here 
that many of these foreign countries are anxious to establish mail com- 
munication with us. They never refer to us but as the ‘‘Great Repub- 
lie,’”” and they have standing offersof a hundred thousand dollars if we 
will do something to establish mail communication with them; but 
we have refused. When we try to do it we are met with the cry of 
subsidy. 
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I read from an article, an editorial, published in a Valparaiso paper, 
the Journal of Commerce, which will give you some idea of the thought 
of Chili upon this subject: 


The political economists and manufacturers of the Grand Republic (as they 
call the United States) are beginning to realize the small amount of trade they 
do with the South American countries in comparison with England, France, 
and Germany. Without exaggeration we may say that these nations rule our 
market, and the commerce of the first named exceeds that of all the other na- 
tions of the Old and New World together, forming a painful contrast with the 
United States. 

In the last twenty years, commencing from 1863, the exports from Germany 
to Chili have inereased from $772,515 to $10,015,564, those from France from 
$4,301,558 to $8,935,209, and those from England from $4,090,069 to $31,638,000. 
From the United States they have decreased from $1,810,816 in 1863 to $1,774,645 
in 1882. More notable still are the exports, for to Germany they inereased from 
$684.596 to $4,811,438, to France from $1,649,364 to $6,208,927, to Engiand from 
$12,313,029 to %58.961,622, but to the United States they only increased from §$1,- 
352,672 to $1,666,978, 

We can therefore say that,should the commerce with the other nations con- 
tinue in the same proportion, before twenty-five years shall have elapsed the 
products of the Grand Republic will be excluded from this coast, as the North 
American flag now is, being represented last year by only two steamers—vessels 
of war—in the presence of 10 Spanish, 12 Italian, 78 French, 100 German, 1,944 
English steamers. The United States yieldsin nothing to other nations, neither 
in population, richness, nor industrial products. It rather surpasses them in 
most respects,and should have our trade by reason of its proximity and the 
international sympathy engendered by common institutions and aspirations. It 
is therefore a case which excites our curiosity, wounds our self-esteem, affects 


our commercial interests, and needs careful consideration and efficacious reme- 
dies. 


The people of the United States no doubt believe, as they have good reason 
to, that the humiliating condition of their commerce in South America is neither 
natural nor fatal, and there is an easy method of improving it, by overcoming 
the artificial obstacles which stand in the way, in order that the Great Republic 
may take the first place in rank and honor. The distinguished commissioners 
will commit a grave error if they attribute the prostration of their commerce to 
antipathies or bad feeling toward their country, or toa predilection for European 
manufactures. On the contrary, there is no one in Chili who does not recog- 
nize the superiority of American produets, natural and manufactured, and as 
regards price and quality they are preferred to European goods, with perhaps 
the exception of articles of fashion and fine arts, which they themselves import. 
Yet in spite of this the Nnglish and Germans have almost a monopoly in all 
the South American markets, 

Whenever we have established and maintained steamship communication 
with foreign countries increase of trade has rapidly followed. As the result of 
establishing the ** Red D line,” ranning between New York and the ports of 
Venezuela, our trade with that country has rapidly increased from $1,793,000 in 
1879 to $2,953,000 in 1834, and $3,043,339 in 1835, 

But I must pass over much that I would like to say and conclude. 
On the eastern side of South America the Brazilian line stops at Rio. 
Fifteen hundred miles beyond lies the great Argentine Republic, with 
a population of 3,000,000, with fourteen sovereign states confederated 
into a central government, with her president and national congress, 
her capital, Buenos Ayres, having 500,000 people, 40,000 of whom speak 
the English language. We are scarcely known there as a nation. 

In 1884 this great republic bought $94,000,000 worth of manufact- 
ured goods. Of this amount $38,000,000 came from Great Britain; from 
France, $17,000,000; from Germany, $9,000,000; from Belgium, $7,- 
500,000; from Spain, $5,000,000; from distant Italy, $4,000,000, and 
from the United States seven and one-half million dollars’ worth—only 
about 8 per cent. of the United States. 

Last year she bought $20,000,000 worth of clothing, every article of 
which could be manufactured in the United States; $8,000,000 worth 
of furniture, all of which we might have furnished. in the last 
twenty years we have bought of her $110,000,000 worth of raw ma- 
terial and sold her but $47,000,000 worth, paying her $63,000,000 in 
cash, which has gone to enrich our foreign rivals. But with whom 
does the Argentine Republic trade? In the last twenty years we have 
sold her $40,000,000 worth; Great Britain, $254,000,000, and France, 
$313,000,000. In 1883 Great Britain sold her of cottons alone $6,665,- 
000 worth; while the United Statessold her but $150,000 worth. ‘The 
United States sold her of woolen goods but $7,500 worth; while Great 
Britain sold her $2,169,000 worth. The United Statessold her of iron 
and steel $500,000 worth; while Great Britain sold her $6,725,000 
worth. Her total commerce with European countries is 90 per cent. of 
her whole trade, and with the United States only 10 per cent. 

What is the trouble? We have no communication with the Argen- 
tine Republic, and her great capital, Buenos Ayres, or with Uruguay, 
and the beautifal city of Montevideo. Twenty-one lines connect her 
ports with Europe. 

In 1884, 3,629 steamers arrived at the great city of Buenos Ayres. 
How many from the United States? Not one; 3,629 steamships and 
3,445 sailing vessels. 

Of the total tonnage that entered the port of Buenos Ayres, 24 per 
cent. was under the British flag, 16 per cent. under the French flag, 9 
per cent. under the German, and 24 per cent. under the flags of other 
countries, and the United States had the miserable representation of 2 
per cent. of the sailing vessels. Two hundred ocean steamers ply be- 
tween Buenos Ayres and European countries, and if you want to reach 
Buenos Ayres you must take passage across the Atlantic and sail from 
England. Forty to sixty steamships arrive in Buenos Ayres every 
month. English, German, French, and Italian lines have over one 
hundred steamships carrying the mail into her ports, with freight and 
passengers. Italy has a fast mail line, running in fifteen days. We 
must send our mails, passengers, and freight by Europe. All these 
lines are liberally paid for carrying the mails. 
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How easily the Brazilian line could be extended down to the Plate. 


Yet we refuse to encourage this line in such an undertaking. And if 
she takes the venture we will promise to pay her only the sea and in- 
land postage on the mails carried. 


Look to Uruguay, with her seven hundred thousand pedple and her 


capital of one hundred and four thousand. The annual value of her 
commerce is $50,000,000, her imports $26,000,000. In 1885 she im- 


ported from Great Britain $8,000,000 worth, from the United States 


$1,500,000. She imports annually $20,000,000 of manufactured prod- 


ucts, more than one-fourth of whieh comes from England and 18 per 


cent. from France. Between 1862 and 1882 she bought of the United 
States $21,500,000 worth, of England $115,000,000, and of France 
$118,500,000. In 1882 England sold her of cotton goods $3,000,00) 


worth, the United States $580,000; of iron and steel $1,269,000, the 
United States $98,000; of woolen goods $865,000, the United States 


$1,350. England sold her $350,000 worth of coal, the United States 
$2,000 worth; $286,000 worth of hemp, the United States $38,000 
worth. 


Twenty-one lines of steamers from Europe enter her ports—eight 
British lines, four French, two Spanish, one Italian, one Belgian, one 
with the Netherlands, none with the Unifed States—only an occasiona! 


sailing vessel. The result is we have no trade with this country ani 
can not have until we have regularcommunication. Merchants can not 
order goods of us with any certainty of receiving them in time for their 


trade. The South American Commission say in their report that if « 


merchant in Uruguay orders goods from the United States he must wait 


from five to nine months for returns, while he can cable an order to 
Europe and receive his goodsin forty-five days. The commission note 


an instance where a nine-months’ order had not been received, and last 
cargo from New York was one hundred and twenty-five daysto Montc- 


video, six months after the order was mailed. In another case a mer- 


chant ordered three hundred harvesters from the United States—for 


they use harvesters there—from an American manufacturer and sold 
them all before they arrived. ‘They found such ready sale that he or- 


dered three hundred harvesters more. But it was seven months before 


he heard from this order and long after the harvest was over. We had 
no mail communication except via Europe, hence the delay. Buta 
cablegram was sent to England, and in sixty days the goods were there. 
The advantage of mail communication is that the foreign merchant in 
ordering goods knows they will arrive in time to meet his trade, as mail 
lines run upon regular time between intermediate and terminal ports; 
come up the eastern coast of South American to the great Empire of 
Brazil, with its population of 13,000,000, with which country we are 
connected by the New York and Brazilian Steamship Company. 

This empire bought of England in 1885 $34,000,000 worth, and of 
the United States only $7,317,000. We import from this country an- 
nually about $50,000,000 and sell her only eight or ten millions. Her 
total imports are $140,000,000 annually. Of this, England furnishes 45 
per cent., France 17 per cent., and the United States only $8,500,000. 

In 1883, she bought of England $15,778,098 worth of cotton goods, 


‘of the United States $612,828; of England $95,613 worth of hats and 


caps, of the United States only $119 worth; of England $1,446,572 
worth of flax manufacture, and only $49,000 from United States; from 
England $5,674,407 of iron and steel, $1,034,648 worth from the United 
States; $1,000,000 of manufactures of leather goods from England, and 
$36,000 worth from the United States, She bought of Great Britain 
$1,618,000 worth of woolen goods; of the United States only $2,542 
worth. She bought $1,500,000 worth of wearing apparel from France, 
and only $17,000 worth from the United States. | 

In twenty years England sold Brazil $630,000,000 worth of products, 
and the United States in the same time only $138,000,000. Why do 
we have so little trade with this country? Because the only commu- 
nieation we have with this great empire is by means of the New York 
and Brazilian Steamship line, having only three steamers, making a 
monthly service. Yet against great odds this line has maintained its 
course and carried our flag into the rich ports of this empire. While 
we have but this one line with three steamers, Great Britain has threc 
lines with fifty-five steamers, France has nineteen steamers, and Ger- 
many fifteen steamers—cighty-nine in all from these three countries, 
connecting their ports with the ports of this empire. All these Euro- 
pean lines are liberally paid for carrying the mails, while we paid this 
Brazilian line last year from New York to nine ports in Brazil on!y 
$4,210. It costs that to handle the mails. Brazil pays annually ove 
$1,000,000 for her foreign-mail service, and the United States stands 
whining on the wharves and asks that her mails may be carried as 4 
deadhead. It is astounding that we pay this line only $4,210 for 6,000 
miles, while we pay a line from Lake Charles to Cameron, 55 miles, 
$4,090. Upon no principle of justice or equity can this inequality b« 
maintained 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I have only glanced at the surface of this ques- 
tion. The man who talks “subsidy” upon this does it to misicad. 
The statement of the chairman of the Committee on Post-Offices anil 
Post-Roads that this $800,000 must go toexisting linesisanerror. He 
makes his computation on a basis that they must each he paid 50 cents 
amile. That is a mistake. service is to be let to the lowest re- 


sponsible bidder, not to exceed 50 cents. We pay the coastwise service 
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57 cents, while some of the English lines that carry our mails across 
the Atlantic receive about 40 cents a mile. 

We pay annually to foreign ships for carrying our mails $280,000. 
Why not do something for our own lines? Only $46,000 last year to 
our own steamship lines. We produce annually eight bifions of manu- 
factured goods; seven and a half billions of agricultural products; to- 
gether fifteen and a half billions; and we need a market for our sur- 
plus products. Where shall we findit? Itlies at our very door. It 
is amazing to me that when a proposition is made to expend only $400,- 
000 to existing lines connecting with Central and South America, with 
China and Japan, and to use another $400,000 to extend these lines 
and put on new ones that may serve to connect with other countries 
and open the ports of the Atlantic and Gulf States to the commerce of 
the republics of South America—it is amazing, I say, to me that gen- 
tlemen will resist it on either side of the House. 

What object is there in opening the Mississippi River at an expense 
of twenty, thirty, fifty million of dollars, and then permit the com- 
merce she carries to be taken and carried under foreign flags?. What 
sense is there in it? What sense is there in expending $450,000 on the 
harbor of Galveston to give an outlet for her commerce, and then say to 
American lines proposing to carry that commerce, ‘‘ We will pay only 3 
cents, or the ietter postage, for carrying the mails between that harbor 
and the ports of Central and South America?’’ I would not permit 
England to hold this market, at the very threshhold of our own country, 
if by paying a liberal compensation for carrying the mails I could rescue 
the trade from her. All we plead for is reasonable compensation. 

It has been said this is in the interest of the steamship companies 
alone. That isnottrue. Thatit willadvantage them no one can deny, 
but that they are the only parties to be benefited is wholly untrue. 
I hold in my hand the manifest of a single steamship, the Finance, of 
the Brazilian line, which sailed from New York on the 28th of Feb- 
ruary last. What cargo did she have on board? She had on board, 
going from the United States to those South American countries, $250,- 
000 worth of American goods—a quarter of a million dollars’ worth of 
American producfs on one steamship going to the markets of those coun- 
tries. This a matter that concerns the steamship companies alone ? 

Where did that cargo come from? It came from twenty-four States 
of this Union. .Look over the manifest—hardware, scales, and fur 
goods from Connecticut; axes, organs, and printing-presses from New 
York; locomotives, cars, steel tires, and machinery from Pennsylvania; 
wagons and sewing-machines from New Jersey; rangesfrom Maryland; 
cotton cloth from Georgia; steel springs and furniture from Michigan; 
car wheels, sewing-machines, and furniture from Ohio; rosin and to- 
bacco-cutters from North Carolina; scales and axes from Rhode Island; 
engines and machinery from Illinois; sheetings from South Carolina; 
furniture and slates from Vermont; watches and clocks from -Massa- 
chusetts; bacon and hams from Kansas; scales and wire from Missouti; 
flour from Wisconsin and Minnesota; canned fruit and hominy from 
Maryland; fish from Maine; canned fruit from Delaware; oysters from 
Louisiana; flour from Virginia; rosin and hominy from Oregon, and 
agricultural implements from Iowa. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I could goon through the list, embracing the prod- 
ucts of twenty-four States, and amounting in valne to a quarter of a 
million of dollars taken from Afnerican farms and factories and going 
to these South American markets. Yet men will say that this matter 
concerns only the steamship companies! This measure must commend 
itself to the good judgment of the American Congress and the American 
people. The South specially must be deeply interested in its success. 
it is high time that we cease to pay foreign ship-owners $75,000,000 
annually for American freight, passengers, and mails. 

I hope this appropriation will be made. I hope my amendment will 
be adopted, allowing $400,000 to be used on the present lines, and au- 
thorizing the Postmaster-General to use the balance to extend those 
lines and to on newones, I would not permit England to hold the 
markets of Central and South America, if by paying a liberal 
compensation to American steamships for carrying the mails I could 


expect to occupy the hour to 
entitled under the rule, but if I should forget myself, I 
chairman tocall me down at the end of forty-five minutes, 
desire to yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman from Minnesota 
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a little desultory, I will adopt a course which 
not intended, and first make some reference to a portion of the 
of the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Burrows]. He bas made 
between the amounts paid in other branches of the 
and those paid in the foreign sea-service, and he has men- 
steamboat lines carrying the mails upon our rivers and 
carrying the coastwise mails. 1 presume the gentleman’s figures 
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are correct so far as the amounts paid are concerned, but I do not think 
they prove what he designs them to prove. If we have paid none too 
much tosteamboat lines for carrying our inland and coastwise mails then 
his comparisons might have some force, but his figures may prove sim- 
ply that we have been paying too much to the steamboat lines, and in 
some instances that is what they do prove. The gentleman, if I did 
not misunderstand him, mentioned the steamboat line running from 
Port Townsend to Sitka, Alaska. If I am wrong about that [ hope he 
will correct me. 

Mr. BURROWS. [I did refer to that line. 

Mr. RIGGS. The gentleman referred to that line and compared the 
amount paid there in 1885 with the amount paid to some steamship 
line the name of which I forget at this moment. If I have the cor- 
rect figures (and they have been furnished to me officially) we paid in 
the fiscal year 1885 to the steamboat line carrying the mails from Port 
Townsend, Wash., to Sitka, Alaska, $18,002.06. 

Now, the fact about that line is that since then that same service has 
been let for less than half that amount, and we are still, I imagine, 
paying too much. I call the gentleman’s attention to the fact that 
since that time the same service on that same steamboat line has been 
let for $9,000 per annum. I call his attention and the attention of 
this committee to the fact that during the nine months beginning April 
1, 1885, and ending December 31, 1885, the pay upon steamboat lines 
was reduced $118,062.06. 

Mr. BURROWS. I understand the gentleman does not criticise the 
statement I made as to the amount paid last year. 

Mr. RIGGS. Oh, no; I think the gentleman is correct, or substan- 
tially so, about the figures. 

Mr. BURROWS. But the gentleman states that in reletting the 
service has been let lower? 

Mr. RIGGS. Yes, sir. Iam not criticising the statement of fact 
that the gentleman made, only the inferences he sought todraw. ‘These 
official figures are evidence tomy mind—and it seems to me they should 
be evidence to the minds of all—that we have been paying too much 
upon the steamboat lines. I believe, as I have said, that we are still 
paying too much. 

The gentleman from Michigan also compared the amount (and it is 


very large) which we pay forourstar-route service with the gross amount 
8 g 


we have paid to American steamships for foreign mail! service. 1 pre- 


sume the gentleman has not forgotten the frauds, the swindles, and the 
great scandal connected with our star routes not long ago. We have 


been paying too much. The Government has been defrauded in this 


star-route service; and I have no doubt we are still paying too much 


upon many of these routes. So that the figures, when furnished, do 
not necessarily warrant the inference which the gentleman seeks to 
draw, that because we pay $18,000 or a little more for mails upon a coast- 
wise and inland route of 1,349 miles, therefore we should pay the same 
amount for a sea route of the same length. 

If I understood the gentleman—and I certainly understood one re- 
mark near the close of his address—he insists that no question of sub- 
sidy arises under this Senate amendment, that the proposition to pay 
$800,000 to American steamships for carrying the mails to the couutries 
named in the Senate amendment is simply a proposition to pay what 
the carrying of those mails is fairly worth—nothing more. I under- 
stood him to say, I think he did say, near the conclusion of his remarks, 
that whoever talks ‘‘subsidy’’ upon this amendment talks simply to 
deceive. I will do the gentleman the credit of supposing him to believe 
that; he is entitled to the credit of sincerity in that statement; and I 
want him to have all he is entitled to in that particular. But I insist 
that the only attempt to deceive here is on the other side. I believe 
that this amendment was cunningly devised with the view of deceiving. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Give us some evidence of that; do 
not merely assert it. 

Mr. RIGGS. If I should rest upon assertion alone, the assertion on 
one side is as good as the assertion on the other. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. The gentleman from Michigan gave 
one hundred reasons for his assertion. 

Mr. RIGGS. I did not hear them, and I think I heard all he said. 





Now, before I go further I want to call attention to the construction of 


this amendment, and I will do so in connection with the provision 
which by an amendment of the Senate was inserted in the annual ap- 
propriation bill to pay the expenses of the Post-Office Department for 
the present fiscal year. That amendment provided— ‘ 

For transportation of foreign mails, including railway transit across the Isth- 
mus of Panama, $800,000. And the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to 
enter into contracts for the transportation of any part of said foreign mails, 
after legal advertisement, with the lowest responsible bidder, at a rate not ex- 
ceeding 50 cents a nautical mile on the trip each way actually traveled between 
the terminal points: Provided, That the mails so contracted shall be carried on 
American steamships,and that the aggregate of such contracts shall not ex- 
ceed one-half of the sum hereby appropriated. 

In the debates on this floor upon that amendment it was conceded 
by all that its language was merely directory; that under it the Post- 
master-General would not be bound to make contracts or even to ad- 
vertise for bids and lettings. It wasso understood and sostated on the 
floor repeatedly by gentlemen who were in favor of the amendment and 
by the gentleman on this side of the House who had charge of the Post- 
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Office appropriation bill. Now, the Postmaster-General for reasons as- 
signed in his last annual report—reasons which I think are entirely 
satisfactory —failed to make any contract for carrying the mails under 
that provision. The terms of the provision were directory. Now, I 
want to call attention to the terms of the amendment under discussion 
which appropriates a similar sum of money, but does not, as it comes 
to us from the Senate, contain the proviso limiting the expenditure 
under such contract to $400,000 for American steamships. The lan- 
guage of the amendment under consideration is: 


For the transportation of foreign mails by American built and registered 
steamships, to secure the greater frequency and regularity in dispatch, and a 
greater speed in the carriage of such mails to Brazil; the Republics of Mexico, 
Central and South America; the Sandwich, West India, and Windward Islands; 
New Caledonia, New Zealand, and the Australian colonies; China and Japan, 
$800,000; and the Postmaster-General is authorized to make,after due adver- 
tisement for proposals, such contract or contracts with the owners of such Amer- 
ican steamships, for a term of not hess than three years nor more than five years, 
and at a rate of compensation not exceeding 50 cents a nautical mile on the trip 
each way actually traveled between the terminal points, in the most direct and 
feasible sailing course between the terminal! points, as shall be found expedient 
and desirable to secure the ends above set forth. And if he shall be unable to 
make such contracts for any of such respective services, he shall,so far as pos- 
sible, cause the mails of the United States to be carried to and from said places, 
respectively, in the best and most expeditious manner practicable, in American 
eens for a reasonable compensation, not connie the rate aforemen- 
tioned, 


What construction must be put upon this amendment? The first 
portion of it uses the language that ‘‘the Postmaster-General is au- 
thorized to make, after due advertisement for proposals, such contract 
or contracts,’’ &c., employing the phraseology which was used in the 
amendment inserted in the Post-Office appropriation bill passed at the 
last session. And I suppose that portion of it would be held to be 
merely directory. 

We have been told on the floor to-day by the gentleman from Michi- 
gan [Mr. BuRRows], in response to the statement made by the chair- 
man of the committee, that we are not bound under this amendment 
to pay 50 cents a nautical mile to these American steamships. I un- 
derstood the gentleman to make that statement. 

Mr. BURROWS. Certainly. 

Mr. RIGGS. I understood him to criticise the statement of the 
chairman, and to say that we were not bound to do it. 

Mr. BURROWS. I understood the chairman in making his state- 
ment to base it on the theory that 50 cents a nautical mile, which is 
the maximum, would have to be paid, when in fact the service is to be 
let to the lowest bidder, and it may be only 25 cents a nautical mile. 

Mr. RIGGS. As I construe this amendment there is no discretion 
left with the Department; the discretion is all left to the steamship 
companies. Under the amendment placed on the bill last year by the 
Senate there was discretion, and that discretion resided in the Postmas- 
ter-General. 

Mr. BURROWS. 
in the amendment? 

Ata rate of compensation not exceeding 50 cents a nautical mile. 


It limits the Postmaster-General. 

Mr. RIGGS. Certainly; but I am talking within the limit of 50 
cents a mile. I understand the gentleman from Michigan to say that 
we are not bound to pay 50 cents a mile. I think the result would be 
that we would be compelled on every American line existing to pay 50 
cents a mile. 

Mr. BURROWS. The gentleman is speaking of the result. He is 
to advertise for bids, and to get it as much lower as he possibly can. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Is it not compulsory on the Posmaster-General ? 

Mr. RIGGS. Having given the promise to yield a portion of my 
time—a promise which I intend to keep—I do not propose to let this 
discussion run into a desultory colloquy. 

I understood the chairman of the committee presented the matter in 
this line, or rather his qualifications were based on the theory we would 
have to pay 50 cents a nautical mile. I understood the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Burrows] to criticise that statement, and to insist we 
would in all probability not be compelled to pay that price. I believe 
it will result in the payment of 50 cents a mileif it be adopted. 

Mr. BURROWS. The statement I made is this: The chairman ar- 
gued if we pay the whole of the $800,000 we would pay these lines 50 
cents a mile. I understand by the amendment I propose to offer at the 
proper time it would take only $400,000 for existing lines, and the 
balance for the extension of new lines, and we would not pay 50 cents 
a mile. 

Mr. RIGGS. Now, when the chairman made his statement the 
gentleman’s amendment had not been presented, and there was no 
notice that it would be presented. The discussion was then proceed- 
ing on this amendment of the Senate. I will state why I think the 
Government will be compelled to pay 50 cents a nautical mile. The 
first clause of the amendment would seem to be directory and to leave 
a discretion in the Postmaster-General ; but the latter clause provides 
as follows: 

And if he shall be unable to make such contracts for any of such respective 
services, he shali— 

That leaves no discretion— 
so far as possible, causo the mails of the United States to be carried to and 


What does the gentleman,do with this phraseology 
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from said places, respectively, in the best and most expeditious manner prac. 
ticable, in American vessels, and for a reasonable compensation, not exceed, 
the rate aforementioned. 7 

There is no discretion there. 
first clause it is provided he shall then cause the mails of the Unite 
States to be carried to and from the places enumerated in the previous 
portion of the amendment upon American vessels at a rate not to ex- 
ceed 50 cents a nautical mile. 

In the light of what has occurred in this country in the history of 
the carrying trade on railroads and on steamships is it unreasonable to 
imagine a case in which the steamship companies, by concert, would 
refuse to bid under the first clause of the amendment, and would there- 
fore compel the Postmaster-General to contract with them under the 
latter clause ? 

Mr. BINGHAM. He contracts under the general statutes. 

Mr. RIGGS. He isauthorized under the first clause to advertise for 
bids, but if he shall be unable to make contracts for such service he 
shall then, as far as possible, cause the mails of the United States to be 
carried in the best and most expeditious manner practicable, in Amer- 
ican vessels, and for a reasonable compensation, not exceeding the rate 
aforementioned; that is, of 50 centsa mile. There is nothing in that 
clause about advertising, nothing said about bids, nothing said about 
competition, and no competition is contemplated. 

The design of the amendment was to leave the discretion in the steam- 
boat companies to refuse to bid by concert of action, and compel the 
Postmaster-General without discretion to pay them their own price, 
not exceeding 50 cents a nautical mile; and I believe that is the fair 
and legitimate construction of the amendment. 

We are charged with seeking to deceive. I perhaps have said it 
already; but whether I have or not, I wish emphatically to deny any 
attempt to deceive upon this side of the House. It is upon the other 
side that that charge must rest; and I claim that upon a fair construc- 
tion of the amendment, a legal construction of it, it can bear no other 
interpretation than I have given to it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow me a ‘moment? 

Mr. RIGGS. I have but a very few minutes. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I merely want to call the gentleman’s attention 
to the language of this amendment: 

And if he shall be unable to make such contracts for any of such respective 
services, he shall as far as possible, &c. 

That is the whole scope of it. 

Mr. RIGGS. I understand that, and if the steamship companies 
refuse to bid under the first clause, then the Postmaster-General says, 
I want you to carry the mails; I am compelled to have them carried if 
possible upon American steamships—— 

Mr. BINGHAM..: - Certainly, ‘‘if.possible.’’ 

Mr. RIGGS. And what-will you carry them for? The answer is 
manifest. They well say, 50 cents a nautical mile, and he is bound 
under the latter clause of this Senate amendment to give them that 
amount and there is no escape from it. That is the opinion of the De- 
partment, that is the opinion of good lawyers who have examined the 
subject; and I repeat I do not believe there is any escape from that legal 
construction of the amendment, taken altogether. I believe it was pre- 
pared and designed for the purpose of depriving the Postmaster-General 
of discretion which he had under the previous appropriation bil!. | 
believe it was designed to leave the discretion entirely with the steam- 
ship companies. 

When we remember, Mr. Chairman, that they have pooled hereto- 
fore, when we remember that the railroads are pooling as they are doing 
now, when we learn from the last reports of the Pacific Railroad, which 
gentlemen no doubt have received within the last week, that that road 
is expecting some trouble with the Government now because it and 
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company have pooled, when we know this 
is occurring every day in the year, is it unreasonable to suppose that 
by concerted action these steamship companies will drive the Postmas- 
ter-General into a corner and force this payment? I do not believe it 
to be an unreasonable construction, but I do believe that it was de- 
signed for that very purpose. 

But, Mr. Gigi leaving that, there are so far as some of their 
methods are concerned two classes of steamship-subsidy men. There 
is one class represented by such gentlemen as A. Foster Higgins, of New 
York, who at the Boston meeting a few days ago said, ‘‘ We want sub- 
sidies, and there should be no quibbling about it;’’ and another class 
who are saying we do not want subsidies; we are opposed to subsidies. 
Now, so far as the first class is concerned it is not necessary to under- 
take to ascertain what the design of this amendment is. They under- 
stand that it is designed to pay them subsidies, that that is its object: 
but as to the other class, and as to their friends upon this floor, suc! 
friends as the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Burrows], who says 
there is no subsidy in this, it is necessary to institute inquiry to asce!- 
tain whether or not it really amounts to a subsidy. 

If the sum of $800,000 is necessary to pay reasonable compensation 
to American steamship companies carrying the mails they do carry tv 
the countries named in the amendment, t I favor an appropriation 
of $800,000. I favor paying the American steamship companies al! that 
is fair, even a liberal pay for carrying the mails, but when it comes 
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a business proposition of undertaking to hire somebody to carry our 
mails, considering that proposition by itself regardless of the question 
of promoting the interest of ship-builders and ship-owners or the pri- 
vate interests of anybody else, then I insist that if we pay a dollar more 
than what is liberal and fair pay we pay just that much more than we 
ought to pay; and here I want to institute some comparisons. — ; 

remember the gentleman from Michigan on a former occasion said 
to the House—I came near saying eurtly; he said it bluntly at all 
events—that those of us who chose to compare the money paid for car- 
rying the United States mails with the amount paid for the parcels-dis- 
patch and for freights could have no argument with him; and yet not- 
withstanding his longer experience, notwithstanding the confidence 
with which he has made his statement, I am disposed to make a com- 
parison of that very character. I donot intend to weary anybody else, 
or myself, with a long detail of figures here. It is sufficient for my pur- 
pose and for the purpose of this argument to state general results, which 
the official figures will bear out. 

You may take the ‘‘ Red D”’ line, the United States and Brazil line, 
or any other line of steamers, take all of the lines, compare the rates* 
paid on each by the Postmaster-General, or which he has offered to pay 
and which they refused, with the rates paid for carrying freights, and 
it will be found that the Postmaster-General offered these American 
steamships, if they would carry our mails to such countries as they 
were sailing to (and impose upon them no other conditions than those 
that were imposed by the conditiorfs of their ordinary traffic)—he offered 
them a rate that would pay them from forty to nearly one hundred 
times the amount that they were getting for carrying freight. 

He offered them a rate which would pay them an average of four 
times as much for carrying the mails as they were receiving for carry- 
ing an equal weight of parcels at their dispatch rates. Now, is it fair 
to compare these payments? I think it is if we consider the duties 
and responsibilities, the labor and the expense, attaching to parcel pack- 
ages and fieight and those attaching to the mails. 

What duty is imposed on a steamship carrying the United States 
mails that is not imposed on that steamship in carrying parcels at its 
dispatch rates? What responsibility is imposed that is not imposed in 
carrying parcels? What expense is imposed that is not imposed in 
carrying parcels? The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Burrows], 
alluding I think to the United States and Brazil line, called attention 
to the fact that the steamship company is bound before its steamship 
leaves the port of New York to send to the post-office there and get the 
mails. He alluded to that fact in a way which impressed me as if he 
spoke of it because he believed that fact entitled that company to 50 
cents per nautical mile forcarrying the mails. What does it really 
cost them? Eight dollars and fifty cents; that is the amount, as ap- 
pears from their own statement signed by their own manager. Their 
round trip is about 10,000 miles, and the mileage at 50 cents per nau- 
tical mile would be over $5,000a trip. Isthe outlay in the port of New 
York in sending for the mails and putting them on board a warrant for 
suchasum? Itisanitem, ofcourse. If they pay out $8.50 they should 
have it repaid, and should be compensated fairly for carrying the mail. 

But what duty do they perform in carrying the mails? They send 
to the post-office and get the mails; they are put up in closed bags; 
= convey them on board and lock them up in a small room 8 feet 

way. That is the end of the attention the mails have until they 
reach the port of destination in South America. And then they were 
bound when ee our mails to put these mails ashore as speedily 
as was icable and deliver them to the postal authorities at the port 
wf ion. That is the attention the mails have. 

Now take the expense at one port of destination. At Pernambuco 
the United States and Brazil Company say they expend $30.80 on one 
‘rip in putting the mails ashore. I do not know whether they do or 
not. I sometimes doubt it, for the reason that other portions of the 
statement will not bear close inspection and analysis. But suppose 
they do expend $3.40 at New York and $30.80 at Pernambuco, these 
yments furnish no warrant for paying 50 cents a nautical mile, 
amounting to $5,000 a round trip, for carrying the mails. 

They ought to get back the money they pay out and a fair amount 
for —— mails. But when they have put the mails on board, 
a in closed pouches, locked them up in a small room, put 
them at the port of destination and delivered them to the postal 
authorities, then their duties are performed. Now, what is their duty 

carried at their dispatch rates for which they get not one- 
what the Postmaster-General offered them, sea and inland 
for carrying the mails. They receive them I suppose at some 
New York city and convey them to their vessels; they take 
good care of them as they do of the mails. They are sent at 
rates, because the senders attach some special value to them; 
in our own country we send parcels by express and pay higher 
rates because some special value attaches to the par- 
They take as good care of them as they do of the mails. At the 
port of destination they deliver them to some office just as they deliver 
the mails at the ene. And so far as duty is concerned and so far 
28 responsibility is concerned the duties and responsibilities attaching 
we ssner sd these parcels are as great as those attaching to the 
insurers 


® 


to 
carriage mails, and greater, because at least in some sense they 
become of the parcels, while they are not insurers of the mail. 
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Nobody ever heard of an attempt to hold a steamship company or the 
master or the owner of a vessel responsible for the loss of a mail or any 
injury to it. Such a thing has never occurred. 

With regard to freights, of course most of the freights, except the 
highest class, are stowed in the hold of the vessel. They do not oc- 
cupy as valuable space as the mails or the parcels carried; but the Post- 
master-General offered to pay this special sum, one hundred times as 
much as they carry freights for. Is not that enough? It certainly is 
enough upon all comparisons that can be made or that I have been able 
to make. 

I am not satisfied that we ought to pay any line more than sea and 
inland postage for carrying the mails justasa business proposition. If 
we want to encourage the building of more ships, if we want to en- 
courage ship-owners to put more ships on the sea, and to establish 
lines to ports where we have none, and to build up a commerce by pay- 
ing subsidies, that is another thing. But if you want to do that, I 
insist that the fair way to the people who provide the money to pay 
these subsidies, if they are paid, is to call the transaction by its right 
name, and not pay subsidies to ship-owners and those who establish 
steamship lines to carry on business upon the sea, under the pretense 
of simply paying fair compensation for carrying our mails. 

There have been some facis presented with reference to what the 
service would cost us under this amendment, but they were made and 
the figures that I have were made upon the assumption that we might 
be compelled to pay 50 cents per nautical mile. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a 
question ? 

Mr. RIGGS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. As a business proposition, why do you give 
the preference to American ships? Why not take foreign ships if you 
can get the service for less ? 

Mr. RIGGS. Mr. Chairman, I am frank to say to the gentleman 
that in my judgment the very fact that we do give that preference to 
American ships and pay them more than foreign ships, at first blush 
seems to tend slightly in the direction of the views of that side of the 
House. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. It contravenes your business principles. 

Mr. RIGGS. Oh, no, Mr. Chairman; I donot believe that one centand 
forty-seven hundredths is enough pay for carrying a letter 5,000 miles. 
And the Postmaster-General did not think it enough, and offered our 
own steamships more. But that is what we pay foreign ships for car- 
rying each letter that is carried from this country across the Atlantic 
under the International Postal Union rates; and when the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. BuRRows] alluded to what he called the shame- 
ful fact that we were paying foreign vessels about $280,000 out of the 
total of $326,000 that is paid for carrying our foreign mails, one who 
had not examined the facts and figures might have been impressed with 
the idea that we were paying those foreign vessels higher than we paid 
our own vessels or higher than we proposed to pay our own vessels, 
when the truth is that the Department has offered our own ships nearly 
three times as much for carrying the letter mail as we have ever paid, 
or as, under the law, we can pay to foreign vessels. 

If the depression of our shipping comes from the fact that we are ngt 
paying enough or that we do not propose to pay enough for carrying 
the mails, why is it that we are taunted here on this floor with the fact 
that foreign vessels receive what has been alluded to as munificent pay 
for carrying the transatlantic mails, although they are paid at a less 
rate than we have offered our own vessels? If that isa lucrative trade 
why do not our own ships enter it? There is no prohibition. They 
can go into it if they choose. 

The fact that they do not enter that trade proves that the difficulty 
does not grow out of a failure on the part of the Government to pay 
properly for carrying the mails, if it proves anything. 

It has been mentioned, I believe, by the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. Burrows] to-day—it certainly was mentioned by him on a for- 
mer occasion—that we were paying, or had paid, one foreign line as 
high as 80 cents per mile for carrying the transatlantic mail. We paid 
that line not so much by two thirds as we have offered our own line. 
We paid the international postal rate, and the estimated large mileage, 
if it ever existed, resulted from carrying a very large quantity of mail. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. What line does the gentleman mean ? 

Mr. RIGGS. I do not know to what line the geatleman from Mich- 
igan [Mr. Burrows] alluded, but he mentioned what he alleged to be 
the fact that we had paid as high as 80 cents a mile for carrying our for- 
eign mails. We paid those vessels the international rate of sea postage, 
and we have offered our own vessels sea and inland postage, which is 
nearly three times as great, on letter mail. 

Under the proposed amendment if we pay 50 cents per nautical mile 
the New York, Havana and Mexican Mail line will receive, supposing 
it carries the same weight of mail as in 1835, $11.06 a pound for carry- 
ing letters. That is allowing them the same rate for carrying papers 
that they received in 1885. They then received 8 cents a pound for 
carrying the newspapers and 6} cents a pound for carrying parcels, 
which are more valuable. I presume that 8 cents a pound for carrying 
newspapers, which are not valuable and require less care than parcels, 
is ample compensation. 

Allowing them the same rate of pay for newspapers, which is enough, 
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they would receive $11.16 per pound for carrying letters against 6} 
cents a pound for carrying parcels, many of which are more valuable 
than letters. Now, why the difference? Is it necessary to make this 
difference in order to give them fair pay for carrying the mails? I in- 
sist it is not. Take the ‘‘Red D” line. Suppose they should carry 
the mails for the next fiscal year, and this amendment should be in 
force, and we should pay them 50 cents a mile, if they should carry 
the same number of pounds carried in the fiscal year 1885 they would 
recei ve $65.05 a pound for carrying letters; that is, allowing them the 
same rate of pay which they received in 1885 for carrying papers, which 
is 1 cent. a pound more than they charge (and they fix their awn rates) 
for c.rrying parcels more valuable than newspapers, parcels which re- 
ceive as much attention as newspapers. 

Now, is it necessary in order that we may give these companies fair 
pay for carrying the mails that we shall pay them 1 cent more per 
pound for newspapers than they receive for parcels, and $65.05 per 
poun<! for carrying letters? I insist it is not; and in any comparison 
that can be made under the proposed legislation with other rates, and 
with what is paid inother branches of the service, the result reached, so 
far as | am concerned, leads me to conclude that no such sum as $800,000 
is necessary. Ido not believe it would be regarded as necessary by 
anybody except the gentleman from Michigan. He has said substan- 
tially that it is necessary to appropriate this sum in order that we may 
give fair pay for carrying the mails. Isuppose he thinks so. I do not 
believe such is the fact; but I believe the fact to he that such a sum 
of money will pay a bounty to these steamship companies. I believe 
that is the intention, 

I havesome respect and some admiration forthe candor of those steam- 
ship men and their friends who say, ‘‘We want subsidies and there 
shou!d be no quibbling about it,’’ and who have caused a bill to be in- 
troduced into this House, and a counterpart in the Senate, proposing 
directly to pay 30 cents per ton bounty on every thousand miles sailed 
and pro rata for each fraction of a thousand miles, which by the way is 
substantially the French tonnage bounty system. I have admiration 
for such candor; but when people propose under the disguise of paying 
merely fair pay for carrying the mails to pay subsidies to the owners 
of steamships, my respect isnot so great. For myself, I would have no 
taxation of the poor to pay subsidies to the rich. 

{ Here the hammer fel]. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Dlinois [Mr. R1iaas]} has 
now occupied forty-five minutes of his time. 

Mr, RIGGS. L yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman from 
Minnesota [Mr. WAKEFIELD]. 

Mr. HEWITT. Before the gentleman from Minnesota proceeds, I 
trust he will allow me a moment in order that I may present, and have 
printed in the REcoRD, so that members may read it to-morrow, an 
amendment which I desire to offer. It is designed as a substitute 
for the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Michigan. I ask 
that it may be printed in the REcorD. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike outall after the word “ Japan,” in line 104, to the end of the paragraph, 
and insert the following: 


** Four hundred thousand dollars; and the FectenestenGencen) shall, as far as 
pdssible, cause the mails of the United States to be carried to and from said 
places respectively in American built and registered steamships, provided the 
same can be carried for a reasonable compensation, to be by him determined, 
but not exceeding the rate of 50 cents per nautical mile 
traveled in the most direct and feasible course between the terminal points 
hereinbefore specified.” 


Mr. WAKEFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I had not intended until yes- 
terday to take nny part in the discussion of this Senate amendment, 
My attention, however, has been called to some misstatements of my 
position that have recently appeared in the public press of the coun- 
try, and in justice to myself I am compelled to ask the indulgence of 
the House while I correct the errors into which they have fallen. 

Since I have had a seat in this House I have endeavored fearlessly, 
if unobtrasively, to do my duty in respect to all questions upon which 
| have been called upon toact. Inevery vote I havegiven here I have, 
to the best of my judgment, reflected faithfully the views of the gen- 
erous people who have twice elected me to represent them on this floor. 

As a member of the subcommittee of the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-loads, to which was assigned the duty of formulating the bill 
making an appropriation for the postal service of the Government, I in- 
vestigated very carefully and with no little labor such facts and dataas 
were obtainable in order that I might arrive at a just conclusion as to 
the demands and needs of that branch of the public service. I scruti- 
nized more particularly and with special care the item in the Book of 
Estimates having relation to our foreign-mail service. After a very 
critical examination of the precedents and a thorough investigation of 
the facts and figures furnished by the superintendent of this service 
bearing npon the question of just compensation, andafter an exhaustive 
discussion of this item by the subcommittee; we came to the conclusion 
with great positiveness some months ago, a conclusion that was subse- 
quently reached by the House, that the full amount originally recom- 
mended by the Postmaster-General for this service would not be re- 
quired, and therefore we reduced his estimate $50,000 

It will be remembered that when the bill was under dincumion here 


on its final passage the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. BurRows] move: 
as an amendment to the report of the committee to increase the ite: 
for the foreign-mail service $50,000. During the discussion that aro 
upon his proposition, it will be remembered by those who did me the 
honor to hear me, I gave to the House some of the reasons which con- 
pelled me to the opinion that the Burrows amendment ought not to |). 
adopted. I thought and said then, on the 25th of March, as I thin} 
and say now, that that amount or any amount in excess of that agr: 
upon by the committee and subsequently ratified by the House j 
largess, a donation, pure and simple, and one that is not demanded }, 
any needs of the service nor by avy reasonable anticipations of its 
creased efficiency. The bill went to the Senate without change in t),is 
particular, and now comes back to us with an amendment invol\ 

an expenditure of $4,000,000, or $800,000 per year for five years. 

From the well-known position occupied by me when the bill w. 
under consideration by the subcommittee, and from the views expressed 
by me on this floor when this bill was under discussion in Committee 
of the Whole, it seems not unreasonable that I should be found amon» 
the opponents of this Senate amendment. 

It is impossible for me to conceive that any person of ordinary inte} 
ligence could suppose that having earnestly and honestly antagoniz.(| 
any increase of the amount to be allowed for the foreign-mail service, 
in every stage of its consideration, I should now find myself justified, 
either in the vestibule of my independent judgmentor in the forum ot 
my conscience, if I permitted this Senate amendment to pass without an 
earnest and emphatic protest against such action. Sucha course would 
be a veritable illustration of the action of that class of people who strain 
at a gnat and swallow a camel. 

Under the special plea of affording better mail facilities, and with 
the illogical assurance that our merchant marine would be greatly 
stimulated and encouraged, the sum of $50,000, which was modest!y 
suggested by the distinguished gentleman from Michigan, has swollen 
under the liberal manipulations of the Senate to the enormous sum 0! 
$4,000,000. I had the right, I think, as a member of this House, to 
expect that my views in this regard, honestly formed and expressed 
without excitement or passion, would be criticised by those who dis 
agreed with me in a dispassionate and honorable manner. I regret to 
be compelled to say that such has not been the fact. I seem to have 
incurred the hostilty of some of those corporations that hope to be the 
recipients of a large share of this enormous bounty. Their enginery 
of detraction and slander has been set in motion. Their lobbyists 
have been busily engaged in the work of misrepresentation and abuse. 
Through these instraments and such of the newspapers of the country 
as have a warm side for auything with a subsidy in it they have 
ae to blacken my reputation and rob me of my good name, eithe: 

for purposes of ny or to punish me for exercising my right 
of individual judgmen 

Isend to the Clerk’s ‘iesk and ask to have read the telegram I have 
marked. In this connection I will say that the newspaper I have sent 
up is the Pioneer Press, of Saint Paul, in my State, one of the ablest 
and most widely circulated journals of the Northwest. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

WAKEFIELD AND GUENTHER—A COBDEN CLUB MAN'S WORK. 
[Special telegram. } 
WasnineTon, May 12. 


John Codman, the well-known free-trader and agent for the Cobden Club), ‘s 
here to assist in the defeat of the Senate amendment to the post-office appro- 
bi ing $800,000 for pat tee twa of United States mails 
r. Codman is one of the most active and able eee en ae arate. He wus 
as here a7 Se English steamship companies,and is assisted by an agent of 
the German lines. Thay ace working together,and have GUENTHER of Wis 
consin and WAKEFIELD of Minnesota in tow, who are the only Republicans 
meses agp Ge Sawyer and other friends of Gury- 
THER have remonstrated with him for his op tion to the industries of this 
copay ead lie eee American shipping, but he appear ie Severy de 
cided in his position,and nothing can move him man is furnishing 
terial for a speech GUENTHER intends to make in the House. 


The author of that I am credibly informed, has within the 
last few weeks ma a very lively interest in the success of t!iis 
subsidy scheme. I do not desire to question his motives in so doin: 
They are no doubt such as are to him, and with which | 
have nothing todo. But I do deire to say in reference to that libel- 
ous telegram that so far as it relates to me, and I may add so far «<1 


relates to my co on the committee, I have no doubt it is a m:- 
licious.and falsehood. It is wholly and utterly false; false 
in and false in detail. ‘There has been and is no attenuat«! 


of a shade of foundation in fact for any assertion or innucn’ 
it contains. 

To my knowledge I have never even seen the gentleman mention«! 
sen Gotchagpanl;*ae bie Germans once Paes his or their repre- 
sentatives, nor the agents or representatives of the English or German 

At the risk of arguing myself unknown, | w:!! 
say further that until I saw Mr. Codman’s name in this telegram ! 
heard the name. 
assert, without mental reservation or secre‘ 
evasion of mind, that I have never been solicited or requested, direct! 


or : living soul tooppose this Senateamendment. ("1 
the other ha Shove been frequently, persistently, and earnestly 
urged to support it by leading representatives of some of the corpora 
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tions to whose benefit it would inure. I will say, however, in justice to 
those gentlemen that they diseussed the subject as gentlemen of honor 
and integrity, and I am convinced they would not countenance or ap- 
prove of the character of attack upon an honorable opponent that that 
telegram illustrates. F 

A cause must be weak indeed that is driven to such reprehensible 
measures to sustain itself. 

If I am not misinformed as to the authorship of the telegram, at least 
one gentleman has called on me at his urgent solicitation and requested 
me to withdraw my opposition to this amendment. J was not pre- 
pared to stultify myself, and respectfully declined. Is it for this that 
Iam the object of his righteous indignation? Is it because of this re- 
fusal that this infamous falsification of the facts is wired to the leading 
newspaper of my State as an item of news from the Federal capital? 
It so appears. c rs 

I believe the final action of the House upon this proposition will 
prove that he has not many of the elements of a wise politieal prophet, 
as his action in this regard has proven that he has few of a high-minded 
and honorable journalist. 

I have no wish again to go over the field of discussion that resulted 
in Mareh last in a decisive expression of the judgment of the House 
upon the principle involved in this Senate amendment. 

The $50,000 proposition came to us with the plausible argument that 
the amount was needed to enable the Postmaster-General to pay the 
South American and China lines a fair and reasonable compensation for 
the transportation of our mails. The House after full discussion re- 
garded the amount proposed as a subsidy, and repudiated it. 

This $4,000,000 amendment comes to us upon no such theory, and 
we are asked to ratify and adopt it for another and entirely different 
reason. Weare told it is needed to foster and build up our foreign 
trade, to revive and encourage our shipping interests, and to enable us 
to compete with the great powers of Europe for the carrying trade of 
the world. Especial claim is made that this munificent donation from 
the public Treasury will enable our merchants and manufacturers to 
better cultivate trade relations with our sister republics, and will give 
to us great advantages over our foreign rivals. It isclaimed, also, that 
it will result in the construction of more American ships, and thus lessen 
the tariff of freight rates to those southern ports. Is there any reason 
or logic in such a claim? Now, I think it is well understood and con- 
ceded that if this money should be voted it will from the very logic 
of the situation, pass into the hands of the Pacific Mail, the Brazilian, 
and the Red D lines. With what result? Why, it appears to me with 
the natural and unavoidable result of giving additional power to those 
lines and enabling them to maintain a complete monopoly of the pas- 
senger and ireight traffic to the ports we desire to reach. Intrenched 
as they will bein the favor of the Government they will establish such 
‘rates as they please, and those rates will have no restriction except their 
own conceptions of profit. What encouragement appears here for the 
construction of new ships and the establishment of new and independ- 
ent lines? 

As to the other proposition that it will increase our trade with South 
America, I can make no better or more conclusive answer than by pre- 
senting a few extracts from the report of the commission appointed 
under an act of Congress approved July 7, 1884, to ascertain and report 
upon the best modesof securing more intimate international and com- 
mercial relations between the United States and the several countries 
of Central and South America. This commission examined a large 
number of the principal merchants and business men of Central and 
South America with a view if possible of ascertaining the best policy 
for us to pursue to secure their trade. The first extract I will read is 
from the statement of Mr. L. H. Boulton, who, as a correspondent of 
the owners of the Red D line, would not be likely to be prejudiced 
against Government subsidies. He resides at Caracas. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. GUENTHER was recognized, and yielded a portion of his time 
to Mr. WAKEFIELD. 

Mr. WAKEFIELD. The following is the statement of Mr. H. L. 


Boulton: 
Q. Please state the name of your firm. 
A. H. L. Boulton & Co. 
Q. What is the name of your New York firm? Have you a branch there”? 


A. It is not a branch, ‘e are correspondents. The two houses are entirely 
separate, 


Q. What is the name of the New York house? 

A. Boulton, Bliss & Dallett. 7 

Q. Are you an American citizen? 

A. No; Laman English citizen. 

% Tas oe ee y with the United States? 

. ¥y. 

Q. Will you give us, in own language, a history of the establishment of 
the line of steamers from to New York? y 

I would like Mr. Boulton to say how long his firm has been doing business 

A. Since the year 80. 

Q. Give us history of your lines of steamers from here to New York, 


A. wade that we used to run a line of sailing vessels, and finally 


@ to aie a might 1 as well as sailing vessels. 
what did you commence steamship lines? 
A. Toward the end of 1879 ” 


Q: How many veascls does it consist of 


a 


oe = 1% 
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Q. How many originally? 
A. Two. 
tive us the history of the building of those 





steamers; where were they 


A. Two of them were built in Philadelphia, and we are building a third. We 
have three, really, but one is a chartered steamer. We have a branch steamet 
running to Curacoa, to Maracaibo also. She wavs also built in Philadelphia 

Q. What are your views as to the effect of the United States Government fa- 
voring the linesin some way? What would be th« 
tween the two countries? 

A. A subsidy from the United States Government m 
duce other improvements in the line that would facilitat 


effect on the commerce be 


ght enable us to intro- 


: business, but I doubt 
if it would pay to run a weekly line instead of fortnightly steamers unless bus 
iness should increase considerably. 

Q. Is the facility the same for American merchants for getting eir rods 
here? 

A. The same tariff for all nations 

Q. Then why does not the United States, which is nearer to you, ge 
ness ? 

4. They can not produce as cheaply as tn Europe. 

Q. The peopie would be just as willing to buy of '1s if they could buy as« iply ? 
A. There would be no difficulty at all if they could produce as cheaply. Ge 
erally speaking, the American manufactured cotton goods and hardware ar 

superior to the European article; very likely too good. 

Q. The pointis thatour manufacturers do not adapt themselves to the tastes o1 
the fashions, whatever it may be, of the consumers in Venezuela as well as th 
European” 

A. Yes, sir; that in part, but it is not even that; it goes farther than that 
The quality of American manufactures is superior to the general importatic 
from Europe, as far as | understand, and consequently dear« 


Q. But they cost more? 

A. Yes, of course. 

Q. And if ourdry goods manufacturers want this trade they must mau ufa 
cheaper? 

A. Not only that, but they must accommodate themselves to Eu 


I will call the attention of the committee to the statement of Mr. 
Rohl, our consular agent at Caracas, and particularly to his views in 
reference to the present facilities for steamship communication betwe¢ 
that port and the United States: 


Q. You are our consular agent here? 

A. Yessir; I have lived here in Caracas nearly always, and my |! 
dry goods. 

Q. Where do you import most of them from 

A. From England and Gerinany. 

Q. What should our manufacturers do to obtain your trade her 
A. They should send out commercial travelers with samples, whose duty i 
would be tostudy the special requirements of the country; offer their goods and 
send their orders home. A great part of the business is done on credit, so that 
these agents would have to become acquainted with the different firmsto know 
to whom to givecredit and upto whatamount. This is the way the English and 
German houses abroad do. Many of their travelers visit Venezuela annually, 
principally English, and many repeat their visits periodically, so they are always 
ready to give precise information to their employers about the trade, the stand 
ing of their customers, and the changes in the taste of the people. 
course, business in certain branches different one from the other. 

The trade with the United States is gradually growing and increasing by its 
own efforts, and there is every reason to believe that it will further increase. 

Q. Would increased steamship communication increase trade? 

A. It seems to me that the steamship communication we have is quite sufli- 
cient. The owners of the Red D line do allin their power to meet every re- 
quirement. Their ships are first-rate vessels as regards speed, and in every 
other respect. Formerly we had two steamers a month; now we have three. 
Two are their own, and are ships built expressly for this trade; one is cha: 
tered. This last one will be substituted in two months by a third,now being 
built in the United States, so that traffic will be carried on by steamer 
in the United States, and owned by the firm of Boulton. 

Q. Is there any prejudice against American goods; have the people been 
“beat?” 

A. There are slight complaints in that respect. Some merchants have com- 
plained, and it has come under my notice that manufacturers have not sent thc 
second or third time what they did first. 


l 
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Phe y do, of 


all built 


Hear what Mr. Behrings and FE. Valiente say are some of the reasons 
ave do not increase our trade with their people more rapidly 


STATEMENT OF A. BEHRINGS. 

Q. How long have you lived here? 

A. Since 1868, 

Q. Can you suggest anything whereby the United States can increas 
ness in this country? 

A. [have not thought on that. 

Q. The problem is submitted to you, how can we get the business of Vene- 
zucla? We take nearly all you raise now, but we do not give you all you use 
We take a large proportion of your products. 

A. It isincreasing already, the dry-~oods branch, and may increase more ever 
We bring “lona”’ and grey drills and printed goods and cotton. 

Q. Do you deal in ready-made clothing? 

A. No; the duty is very high. We bring quite common articles forthe people 
from Engiand and Germany ; they are cotton goods. Bagging comes princi- 
pally from England. It can be made cheaper there. 

Q. Have you very heavy import duties? 

A. Yes; we caculate them at 40 per cent., more or less 

Q. Would a reduction of duty tend to increase importation? 

A. I think so; no doubt. 

Q. Do you find your freight charges a great burden ? 

A. No; and freights from the United States, I will say,are more f 
than from England. 

Q. How much ¢heaper are they? 

A. From the States it is 30 cents, and from England 50 cents 


e its busi- 





STATEMENT OF FE. VALIENTE. 
Q. Are you a citizen of the United States? . 
A. Yes, I was naturalized in New York. I was in the States since L was 
seven years old, Iam a Cuban by birth, and [am manager of the gas-works 
here. 

Q. What could our Government do to increase trade between the two coun- 
tries? - 

A. Well, I htave traveled for a great many American houses throughout South 
America, and have endeavored to push American goods. Spanish is my native 
tongue; and I was twenty years a brokerin New York. Americans know very 
little and study very little and cater very little to our business. Our merchants 
in New York will not make prints, for example, of the width and size required, 
unless you give them an immense order. They will not touch it. Another 
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thing is the packing. In the States they have the idea that we are fond of 1}- 
inch planks, and we have to pay duty on the gross weight. That alone kills 
three-fourths of the business, because you have also the interior freight to 
my. 

’ 3. How should they do the packing? 

A. Like in Europe. The chairs they have learnt to pack, and that is why we 
get them here now. I received three hundred and forty boxes of brick the other 
day,and the planks were so heavy that I have not been able to sell them forany 
ee. I had to burnthem. Our packing in the States does not compare with 
curope. 

Mr. Henry. American goods come here all smashed, and the European goods, 
the finest crockery and china, you will find nothing broken. 

Q. In what other articles should there be a difference in packing? 

A. Generally speaking, in everything. The American houses eiivertics here, 
but if you send an order they can not fill it; does not know the requirements 
of the custom-house, and the invoice is generally sent wrong, and therefore we 
have to deal with commission houses. A very few houses deal directly with 
the people, as Lanman & Kemp, for instance, and they do an immense business. 
They are the largest drug house in the United States for foreign articles. They 
are manufacturers, They sell by commission men traveling around the retail 
dealers. They have agents in all parts and they fill any order at once, and if 
not satisfactory you simply hand it over to the agent. 

Q. Will you please give us any information you can? 

A. We import dry goods and export coffee. We import from England, Ger- 
many, France, and the States. We get cotton goods from the States. 

Q. Coarse or fine? 

A. Coarse. 

Q. Do you find them satisfactory? 

A. We import only a few from the State. 

Q. Why? 

A. Only since the last ten years we have tried it, but they did not suit the peo- 
ple. In general the goods in England are cheaper. 

Q. understand the American goods are better, but they do not suit the 
people. 

A. Yes, sir; by and by they will be convinced it is better to pay a higher price 
and get a good article. 

Q. They are fiudingthatout in Mexico. What would you suggest to American 
manufacturers to enable them to get this trade here ? 

A. For agents to come with regularity with samples from New York or the 
States, and if we find anything suitable we always take it. 

Q. Then you would say to send intelligent, good men with samples of goods, 
men who know how to talk to the people? 

A. Yea, sir. 

Q. Can the government here do anything to help you? 

A. Yes; but they won't. 

Q. Is there much smuggling? 

A. Yes, sir; but not near Caracas or La Guayra, but in the western and east- 
ern part of the country 

Q. Do they get away some of your custom by smuggling? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. = there much complaint about the partiality of custom-house officers? 

. No, 

Q. Would an increase in steamship lines help you? 

A. It is quite sufficient now. We export also cocoa and cotton. The cotton 
we send to Hamburg. We also export bark quinine from Puerto Rico, which 
is found in the west. 

Q. Is there any of that bark manufactured here? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Then you export it and you bring the medicine back? 

A. Yes. We also export a few hides and skins, Our coffee we cxport to 
Hamburg and France, and also to New York. 

Q. Where do your hides go? 

A. We exported very few last year. 
hides are from animals killed for beef. 

Q. Is there much wool raised? 

A. Only a little in Maracaibo. 

Q. We would like to know what obstacles there are, and what our people 
must do to push them aside, to your trade. 

A. As I told you, in our branch it depends on seeing the goods. 

_ you go and inspect the goods when you buy, or do you order by sam- 
ples? 

A. By samples, and sometimes we go over there. 

Q. Generally yougo by New York? 

A. Generally, since the steamers run larly. 

Q. Do steamers come here from New eans and Baltimore? 

A. No; now and then a sailing vessel comes with lumber. 

Q. Do you export any oranges and bananas? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. Roun. They have tried it, but did not continue it. 

Q. Are many quinces raised here? 

A. Very few. 

Mr. Gossrich appears to be a well-informed importer, and he docs not 
regard an increase in steamship lines as necessary for their trade. 

The report of the commission is full of this character of testimony, 
showing that there is no such demand for additional steamship facilities 
as the friends of this subsidy assert to exist. 

I will cite but one more extract, taken from the statement made to 
the commission by Winfield 8. Bird, our consul at at Laguayra. I 
will not read his entire statement; it is too long; but at the close of a 
very intelligent and well-considered exposition of his views upon the 
whole subject of our trade relations to that country he says: 

In conclusion, to summarize and emphasize what is here stated, it may be taken 
for granted thatthe people of Venezuela are well d toward oan er to 
trade with the merchants and manufacturers of the United States; but lat- 


ter, indifferent to the tastes of the people, or disinclined to com 
mands of the market, suffer a large and lucrative commerce to 
of Europeans. It can be remedied by send active and e agents, fa- 
miliar with the Spanish language, to traverse the country and talk up our goods. 
We have ample and excellent steam communications with New York, and every- 
thing is propitious and inviting, so that with proper and well-directed energy, 
our already thriving commerce with this country may ily acquire a vol- 
umeand extent that will be, from every point of view, permanentand satisfactory. 


But I have read enough to show, I think, that the great obstacle to 
an increased trade with Central and South America, or at least one 
great obstacle to that trade, is not so much the want of facilities 
for transportation asthe neglect on the part of our its and man- 
ufacturers to accommodate themselves to the peculiar conditions that 
exist there. If they would adapt themselves and their wares to the 


They mostly go to New York. These 
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tastes and demands of those peoples, consulting their needs as ¢, 
quality and price of their goods and merchandise, extending to then, 
the same credits that they receive from England and Germany, sendin, 
their agents there with samples and employing the same means the, 
employ at home to extend and enlarge their sales, there is no reason tp 
feat that they would not in due time largely increase their trade 
When that is done, when they have built up by energy and integrity 
a lucrative business, when the demand comes for greater transporta- 
tion facilities there need be no apprehension but the supply wil! equa! 
the demand. [ Applause. ] 

Mr. GUENTHER. Mr. Chairman, in my opinion this appropriation 
of $800,000 does noteven rise to thedignity ofasubsidy. Itis ‘‘ neither 
fish, flesh, nor fowl.’’ If I understand it correctly, and I think | do, 
a subsidy-is government aid to individuals or private corporations. 
given for the purpose of promoting immediately, or ultimately at least. 
the public interests, the general welfare of the people. If this element 
of public benefit is lacking, as it is in this case, then it is not a sub. 
sidy, but a donation—a gift, pure and simple. 

Now, I have occasionally given my vote to donate moneys from the 
public Treasury where the circumstances justified such a course— where, 
for instance, a great calamity had befallen a portion of the American 
people—with reference perhaps to the great floods, when the cause of 
humanity appealed to us. I did it because I knew that the great heart 
of the American people would justify such a course. I did it “for 
sweet charity’s sake.’’ [Applause. } 

But, Mr. Chairman, can it be charity in this case to vote this appro- 
priation of $800,000— or of $4,000,000, because it amounts to noth- 
ing less—given as it is for five years—for charity’s sake to the Pacitic 
Mail Steamship Company? What public interest will it promote” 
Will it increase our commerce? Will it revive our foreign carrying 
trade? Will it give us better mail facilities? To all these ques*ions 
every unprejudiced mind, everybody who has studied the situation 
impartially, must answer in the negative. If you are unsophisticated 
enough to think that this amount will either revive our foreign carry- 
ing trade or benefit the commerce of the country, you might as well 
try to cure a severe case of chronic Washington summer malaria with 
an annual dose of one grain of quinine. [Laughter. ] 

It is not my purpose to discuss at this time the decadence of A meri- 
can shipping, or the tariff, or any other economic question. I may 
touch on them briefly and incidentally only to sustain my argument. 

I maintain, Mr. Chairman, that this appropriation is a donation for 
the benefit of a few parties who have neither the intention nor the ca- 
pacity to render any equivalentservice to the public forit. [Applause. 

It is, in my opinion, an unjustifiable attempt to vote the people's 
money to private parties disguised under the gauzy pretext of extend- 
ing ourcommerce and reviving our foreign carrying trade. It must be 
a hard task, even for the cheek of the Pacific Mail Steamship Con- 
pany, to make this proposition and keep up a sober face. [Laughter 
and applause. ] 

It seems grotesque enough to make a half-way intelligent horse 
laugh. [Laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. Chairman, I can not help considering this appropriation, to say 
the least, as an impolitic measure, which should find no response on 
either side of the American House of Representatives, charged with the 
high duty of guarding the people’s money and seeing to it that the pub- 
lic money is conscientiously expended, and for public purposes only. 
[Applause eae Stn 

About one-half of this sum will go to the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company. They are the beneficiaries of this scheme. Will any geu- 
tleman deny that? I pause for a reply. 

It should seem, Mr. i , that after the exposure of this mal- 
odorous company in the Forty-fourth Congress, when it was shown by 
the inv committee in the report submitted to this House by 
the gentleman from Iowa, Mr. Kasson, that the sum of $900,000 had 
been expended to carry through a similar measure in that Congress—it 
should seem that we ought to be very cautious at least with this com- 
pany; that we should shun it like a burnt child [does fire, that we 
should shrink from that company and not touch it with a 10-foot pole. 
[Laughter.] This Pacific Mail Steamship Company is the same com- 

that until recently received an annuity of over a million of dollars 
from the Pacific roads under a stipulation that they would not carry 
and freights as low as they profitably could afford to do. 

What do you call such a contract, my friends, Democrats and !‘epu)- 
licans alike? I call it a conspiracy against the public interests. It 
was a corrupt bargain and opposed to every principle of public policy. 
I say it was nothing short of a crime on the part of both contracting 
parties, both parties having been subsidized for the purpose of building 
up the commerce of the country. Instead of doing that, they hampered 
it all they could by levying extortionate tribute upon the very people 
who had voted them millions of acres of the public lands and millions 
of dollars, presenting such a spectacle of black ingratitude before the 
world as would have caused the robber knights of the mediwval ages 
to blush withshame. [Laughter and applause.} And from this com- 
pany and their ilk, you and their advocates expect good to flow to our 
commerce ! 

Mr. Chairman, I almost lose patience when I have to listen to such 
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tions. It seems enough to make a saint use unparliamentary 
anent {Laughter.] Vote money to this company under the pre- 
text of increasing and extending our commerce ! Vote it to the very 
parties that conspired to burden and oppress it. Will the time never 
come when we will be able to see things in their proper light? Will 
we al lend a willing ear to the sham pretenses of these grasping 
corporations? Is it only necessary for them to come to us under the 
thin guise of unselfish patriotism, sound their hypocritical cants about 
the sly of the starry banner, reminding us of the inquisition of the 
mediaval age, when every horrible and dark deed done was justified by 
it as pro majore Dei gloria, brag about the immense benefits they 
will render to the commerce of the country, provided we give them so 
much cold and glittering cash, and yet you will give it to them! Is it 
not strange that we should not see through their confidence game? 
Are we really as verdant as that, to be made their victims so easily, to 
be deluded and deceived like mn country boys by their artful hypoc- 
risy and shallow pretenses? Wiemelter: | Will we always take their 
bait? Are we really what their brethren of lower degree call‘ su 
ers?”? [Great laughter and applause. } 

Mr. Chairman, the main charge that has been brought in all cam- 
paigns for a number of years against my party—the Republican party; 
the party by which I have stood ever since I became a voter and by 
whose principles I stand to-day, under whose colors I fight my politi- 
cal battles; the party which I loved when in power and love still more 
since it is out of power [applause]; the party of Lincoln and Grant; 
the whose achievements are engraved in indestructible letters on 
the golden tablets of history; the party that preserved the Union, that 
made us a powerful and prosperous nation—I say, Mr. Chairman, the 
main charge brought against us as a party, was the popular belief in the 
truth of it which has caused the Republican party, in spite of the truth 
of its principles, in spite of its glorious achievements, to find itself to-day 
out of power, were charges just of this character, charges that we had 
been too free with the people’s money; that we had granted too many 
millions of dollars for subsidies; that we had paid too dearly for 
what we had received; that we had allowed ourselves to be made the 
victims of scheming corporations; that we had been too credulous; 
that we had been imposed upon too frequently by land-grant and sub- 
sidy-hunting railroad, canal, and rtation companies; that we 
had dealt too much in class legislation for the benefit of monopolies 
and millionaires, and that we let the plunderers pull the wool over our 
eyes—these were charges that many honest people believed, and the 
result was our dis—charge from power. 

Now I, for one, do not want to see my party furnish ground for a re- 
newal of such charges. If we have done a wrong in the past, let us con- 
fess it and not doit again. [Laughter.} Confession is good for the 
soul, and it brings forgiveness. [Laughter and applause.] Let us 
profit by the sad experiences of the past. Do not let the Shylocks of 
the Pacific Railroad Company make us pull their chestnuts out of the 
fire any more. [Laughter.] Is it not enough that our wings have 
been singed? Shall we fly back into the flame again unmindful of our 
former experience? 

Mr. Chairman, I stand here upon this floor as a Republican whenever 


uestions arise involving political principles upon which parties divide. 
But, sir, on this question I do not rise as a Republican, for it does not 
involve a political principle. I stand here as the representative of my 


irrespective of party. They who have honored me with the 
proud distinction of representing them on this floor have a right to 
expect that on questions of such a character, of such far-reaching pos- 
sibilities, I id vote, not as a Republican, not as a Democrat, not as 
a Mugwump [laughter], but as a representative of the American people, 
and iactouity, not minding the dirty and uncalled-for insinua- 


= I have been influenced by improper motives or by the agents 


transportation lines. 

Right here I will say that no man will ever successfully impeach my 

ue as a through-and-through American citizen. [Applause. } 
am not to be led astray by agents of the CobdenClub. I 

take my stand because I believe I am right. Iam fully aware that my 


motives will be assailed. Still I must give vent and voice to my hon- 
est convictions, the heavens should fall. 
I will read an from the New York Tribune similar in tone 


the well-known free-trader, is in town, with the object, I un- 
the Post-Office apereasion 

transportation of foreign mails. Mr. Cod- 
advocates of ships, and an article in the 
American Review, in which he favors the repeal 
and the passage of the Mormon bill. It is 
the English steamship companies, and that 
by an agent of the German steamship lines. 
captured GUENTHER, of Wisconsin, and WAKEFIELD, of 
only Republicans who will oppose the amendment.— 


| 


| 


4653 


ator, that I do not know Mr. Codman from Adam or Moses [laughter]; 
that nobody ever approached me in any manner for the purpose of in- 
ducing me to vote against this subsidy, but that, on the other hand, a 
number of persons, not members of this House, have tried to induce 
me, not by reprehensible or corrupt means, but by persuasion, lengthy 
arguments, and button-holing, to vote for this subsidy. In view of 
my steadfast opposition to this subsidy in the Forty-eighth Congress 
and to similar propositions in the Forty-seventh this article is not very 
appropriate. I should not be surprised if this ‘‘smart Alick’’ of a 
correspondent will write another brilliant article and make the start- 
ling announcement that the free-traders have at last succeeded in capt- 
uring Mr. MORRISON, or that before long Mr. WILLIAM D. KELLEY 
is likely to join the protectionist wing of the party. [Laughter and 
applause. } 

I think that the New York Tribune, a great and influential paper, 
ought to be a little more careful before it takes to smirching the char- 
acter of those who happen to differ from it. Some newspapers have 
made the statement that the Postmaster-General, Mr. Codman, and 
others were furnishing me material for this debate. In answer to this 
false statement I will say neither the Postmaster-General nor Mr. Cod- 
man nor any other person living has furnished me anything designed 
for this discussion. What facts I have were looked up by me in public 
official documents, and nobody but myself is in any degree responsible 
for what I say. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am determined to make my fight without fear, 
and I trust also without reproach. I ask my party friends not to pro- 
voke public condemnation by voting for this donation. Let us pause 
and reflect well before we jump into the deep water of this subsidy, 
not knowing where we will land. Do not let us enter upon the policy 
involved in it, which may eventually cost this country untold millions. 
The bill to which this proposition is an amendment is one making 
appropriation for the Post-Office Department. It is not the business 
of that Department to devise means toextend our commerce. This bill 
deals solely with the basiness of carrying and distributing the mails. 
It is not one for the extension of commerce or to revive American ship- 

ing. 
Right here I wish to say a word to my friend from Michigan EMr. | 
BuRROWS]. He quoted about an hour ago a tabular statement of the 
Brazilian line and said they carried in one cargo a value of $250,000 
to Brazil. Now, if they did do such a large and I take it profitable 
business, why should they pose here before this Congress as mendicants 
and ask for aid? 
Mr. BURROWS. Is that any reason why the Government of the 
United States should not pay for the service the company performs for 
it? 
Mr. GUENTHER. I claim, asI claimed in the speech I delivered 
some weeks ago, that the compensation for carrying the mails, sea and 
inland postage, is sufficient. 
Mr. FELTON. Is not that a matter of opinion? 
Mr. GUENTHER. I say I claimed éhat. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. On what basis does the gentleman place it? 
Mr. GUENTHER. On the basis of weight. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. Would he estimate the charge on the mails on 
the basis of weight the same as on coal ? 

Mr. GUENTHER. The same as I would estimate the charge on the 
carriage of valuable matter, such as express matter perhaps. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Do express companies carry diamondson the basis 
of charging by weight? 

Mr. GUENTHER. | In carrying diamonds they charge forvalue; but 
other express matter they carry by weight, and I presume according to 
the space it occupies. I am willing to base the compensation on space 
and weight. 

Mr. BURROWS. Do you apply the express-matter rule of compen- 
sation to other branches of the service, the star-route service and the 
coastwise service? 

Mr. GUENTHER. 
route service. 
by steamships. 

Mr. BURROWS. I ask you if the rule of compensation which you 
apply to that applies in other branches of the service? 

Mr. GUENTHER. I guess not; but I have not paid any attention 
to that subject, because 1 intended to speak here upon the carriage of 
the foreign mails by steamship lines, not to the inland service: 

Mr. SPRINGER. On the star-route lines the service is put on spe- 
cially for the carrriage of the mails; but in these cases the vessels make 
the trips all the same, whether they carry the mails or not. 

Mr. BURROWS. Passengers and freight are carried on the star- 
route lines also. 

Mr. GUENTHER. Now, I must go on with the subject under de- 
bate. Establish such a precedent as you propose and where will you 
end? There are a number of industries in our country that are not 
Se Why should we refuse to make them so by appropriations 
rom the public Treasury, if we do it for the sea-carrier? The work- 
ingmen of the country claim that they do not receive adequate com- 
pensation. Why should not the Government make ap riations for 
them the same as to these transportation companies?’ What higher 


I have nothing to do at present with the star- 
I deal now solely with the carriage of the foreign mails 
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right have these companies than the laborers? When the farmers of 
the West call upon Congress to protect their wool-growing interests 
against rninous competition which has almost destroyed that branch 
of industry, when they ask for the restoration of the wool tariff pf 1867, 
their demand, instead of being complied with, is met by the proposi- 
tion to completely kill the wool-growing interest of the country by 
placing wool on the free-list. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Just as you meet this. 

Mr. GUENTHER. I do not meet it in that way. Mr. Chairman, 
when the farmers of my own and other States engaged in the cultiva- 
tion of tobacco ask to have the duty on Sumatra tobacco increased, or 
at least the existing law amended it so thatwill do what it was in- 
tended to do, masterly inactivity prevails; but as soon as the elegant 
gentlemen of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company and other lines ask 
for a contribution of four million of dollars—because that is the sum 
given in this appropriation, $800,000 for five years—so that they can 
add that amount to their incomes and increase the value of their stock, 
we seem to run over each other in the effort to comply with their de- 
mand. 

The farmers are coolly told that nothing will be done for them, but 
that they are expected to cheerfully contribute their share to subsidize 
these great corporations so as to enable them all the more to import 
wool and tobacco, the product of slave and pauper labor, to the detri- 
ment of that class of American industries. To make them swallow 
the pill you sugar-coat it, and call it a measure ‘‘ for the promotion of 
the commerce of the country;’’ but, gentlemen, the nauseous taste re- 
mains, because the coating is too thin. [Laughter.] 

You strangle the Western farmer and expect him to buy the cord to 
do it with. You expect him to commit financial hara-kiri and gener- 
ously propose to furnish him the knife to perform that operation. I 
repeat what I have said on former occasions: secure your home market 
first before you reach out for other markets. You import annually 
hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth of articles which we might as well 
manufacture inourown country. Devote your attention to the problem 
of controlling this home market first, which will give profitable and 
steady employment to every poorly paid and unemployed workman the 
year round. Donotfritteraway your money and your efforts in foolish 
attempts to secure one dollar by paying five for it. One to five repre- 
sents about the proportion of the exports and imports to and from the 
countries to which you want to establish additional lines. 5 

Why do you want to reach out across the seas to semi-barbarous coun- 
tries for that which lies at your feet? Why do you want to go into di- 
rectand ruinous competition with every country on the face of the globe, 
with the products of their cheap pauper labor, the paupers of Europe, 
the slaves of the Dutch and the Spanish possessions, the coolies of China, 
and the pariahs of India? Mr. Chairman, let me read a few lines from 
a letter recently written by a gentleman for whom I entertain the highest 
respect, and with all due regard to my honorable friend [Mr. Burrows] 
I will say that on the subject of promoting the industries of the coun- 
try I take the authority of KELLEY in preference even to the 
authority of my distinguished from Michigan. Judge KELLEY, 
in a letter written on the 2d of this month, says: 

IIS RECOLLECTIONS OF PAST LABOR AGITATIONS IN PHILADELPHIA. 
To the editor of the Press: 


Sire: I am old enough to have participated in the struggle of her working peo- 
ple for the establishment of the ten-hour system in Philadelphia, and y 
cnough to remember the denunciations that were poured upon the heads of par- 
ticipants in what was called that revolutionary t for the shortening of 
the hours of Jabor. I have long believed that if the system of 
for both man and machinery prevailed throughout the industrial world there 
would be less suffering, » greater average duration of life, anda higher and more 
a prunes of contentment among the wealth-producing community through- 
out the world. 


Mark the following language: 


The increasing productive of man should have long since secured to 
labor a larger sbare of oe guebuinen than it anywhere receives, The 
for cheapness, which is dangerously stimulated by the competition of nations 
foreign markets, has reduced the laboring population of transatlantic countries 
to such hard conditions and wrought & to such intensity of discontent as to 
have een the foundations of government and individual property in those 
countries. . 

If as the laborer’s power of production increases his share of the joint prod- 
ucts of labor and capital had been equitably , the terrible contrast be- 
tween the rich and the poor, which now shecks the observant ‘raveler in every 
foreign land and is painfully apparent in the large cities and some other por- 

i The well-paid and prosper- 
ous laborers would have made a market in every country, and 
every reduction of wages that is made in obedience to 
ress dee hens eee See direction. 

The universal! establishment of hours as the limit of a day's 
improve the social habits and increase the intelligence of the laboring classes, 
as the roteetion ae Seon heat aan ore day did nearly sixty years ago. 

if it be suggested that an eight-hour law be beyond the scope of ment, 
I reply that = ee ee, arenes Cee the 
property of that great body of its citizens whose estate consists of the 
ph land mental of ils members to prodactive labor, as much 
as 5 ie te protectant Cae the real and personal estate of those who derive 
incomes such possessions. 


i 
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WILLIAM D. ’ 
Member of Congress from 


Tha What has England 
t is first-class dectrine, and I stand by it. 
merchants 


profited by this system? A few 
tions have enriched themselves at the expense of the masses of the En- 
giish people. The people have been ground down; their wages have 











been reduced more and more; and in order to keep up this system 
thousands upon of precious human lives were sacrificed ,, 
the greed and the fiendish avarice of those merchant princes of Eng]anq 

I say, Mr. Chairman, every million of mammon acquired in the for. 
eign trade of England was bought at the price of human blood. |) 
the oceans upon which the merchant marine of England floats to-d,, 
ean not wash that stain away. The smellof blood is there, and a! ¢)). 
perfumes of Arabia can not sweeten it. Let other countries eve t). 
trade with these countries. Let them have their trade, their discontey; 
among the and their constant wars, while we in this blessed 
land of ours, on the other hand, secure our own market, accompanied 
by prosperity and the blessings of peace. Let the English and the 
French strike their balances. Let them add up the sums they have 
paid for subsidies, the hundreds of millions of dollars swallowed up by 
their wars to protect their foreign commerce, not counting even the 
thousands upon thousands of human lives sacrificed in that canse, aud 
then count the actual gain realized, and see whether the balance wij! 
not be on the wrong side. 

Mr. Chairman, we hear day after day the doleful songs of these sub- 
sidy-asking shippers. Those who are not posted must receive the im- 
pression that we have hardly any vessels left, while in fact we are to- 
day second on the list of maritime powers. If we look at the compara- 
tive growth of the tonnage of the merchant navies of the principal mari- 
time nations we find that we have held our own. I will give youa 
few figures. 


TONNAGE OF LEADING NATIONS, 
| 1830. 1883. Gain, 


4, 235, 487 | 167,453 
9,131,418 | 684,247 
1,546,793 | 23,138 
1,269,477 | 87,380 
1,003,679 | 84, 381 


They may be dry, but they are instructive. Comparing the year 1880 
with 1883, the latest for which I had official figures, the United States 
in 1880 had a tonnage of 4,068,034 tons; in 1883, 4,235,487 tons, a gain 
of 167,453 tons. Great Britain, which leads the world, and I think 
will always lead the world in the carrying trade on account of her gco- 
graphical position —— 

Several MemMBEeRS. Not always. 

Mr. GUENTHER. Well, as long as we areas happily situated as we 
are, having a protective system in this country, I do notenvy England 
the doing of the carrying trade of the world almost at a loss. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. We can do better business. 

Mr. GUENTHER. We are engaged in a more profitable business 
right here at home. 

In 1880 the tonnage of Great Britain was 8,447,171 tons; in 1883, 
9,131,480 tons; a gain in round numbers of 684,000 tons. 

Norway is third on the list of maritime nations. Now, do you think 
this fact has made Norway the third most powerful nation in the world? 
I presume to a great many this statement will be utterly astounding. 
But the fact remains that Norway is the third largest maritime power 


In regard to the tonnage of the German Empire and France I gave 
the figures. We, Mr. Chairman, gained in tonnage 167,453 tons—pretty 
nearly as much as the gain of France and Germany put together, 171,- 
760 tons; and this in spite of three years’ bounty, a large bounty, in 
France. 


Will these comparative figures justify the incessant lamentations of 
these Eastern gentlemen about the decadence of American ship-build:ug 
and ship-owning? Will they always succeed in it a convenient 
pretext for asking help from the Government? Will they never ‘‘give 
us a rest”’ [laughterand applause], and allow us to pay some attent!on 
to the grievances and needs of the farmers of the West and of the |a- 
boring element of the whole country? I am surprised at the alacrty, 
, and thezeal with which my Western always rush 
to the succor of these Eastern whenever they blow their |it\le 
whistle. [Langhter.] Mer doe pay a subsidy to the farmers when 

price of wheat is so low it does not pay to raise it? We might 

do so with perfect propriety if you pass this appropriation to the steam- 
ship owners. ' 

if a eres ao > —~ 

nish a pretext for every indastry to upon Congress for aid, whether 

it is needed or not. If it is your purpose toembark in the business of 


Government aid to private business enterprises, declare 1!) 
colic belay: act like men; von me ae came by putting 
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If not, I presume the very men who 
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soy?. because he is a Democrat, has no force whatever for me. I am 
not one of those who pretend that becanse a man is a’ Democrat he most 


always be wrong. I quote from the last annual report of the Postmas- 
ter-General: 


uch has been said about employing the postal appropriation to aid Ameri- 
an commerce. When Congress shail desire to invest the Post-Office Depart- 
ment with care for that object, it can not be doubted it will easily choose lan- 
guage which will plainly convey the purpose and impose the duty. ° Until then 
that Department can not rightfully employ the moncys appropriated for the 
postal service to secure objects not intrusted to its care, however meritoriousin 
themselves. 

It may be properly further observed of this, that during many years the prac- 
tice of granting pecuniary aid to American lines was pursued at sogreat a cost, 
and to so little advantage, that it was long since wholly abandoned ; that when 
followed, Congress had directed it; and if that body designed its renewal, pre- 
sumably it would again have declared the purpose. 

But the policy of subsidizing American steamship companies, or any of them, 
isnot involved in the decision arrived at. That pertains to Congress instead of 
the Department, and therefore the Department can only award just compensa- 


tion and then stop. If exi may arise to justify its adoption, it seems to 
belong to that body to ieee existence and prescribe the object and 
amount of the grant. 


The Postmaster-General adds: 


No exigency exists for the establishment of any new lines to carry the mails. 
Those now on the sea as common carriers are sufficient for the present needs of 
the foreign mail service. They appearto have maintained themselves for years 
without Government bounty in profitable pursuit of their business. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, the advocates of this proposition point us to the 
glorious results that have been accomplished in other countries by 


granting subsidies. Why should not we imitate them they say? If 


you think they are always right on economic questions why do you not 
adopt free trade in this country because England has it? 

I claim, Mr. Chairman, that the benefits other countries have de- 
rived from subsidies have not been adequate to the expenditures. 
France has paid the largest subsidies in the whole world. Let us com- 
pare her with a country that so far has paid none. 

Take Germany; and I want to say to gentlemen who point to Ger- 
many as a country that has always paid subsidies that they have been 
entirely misinformed; that Germany has never paid a dollar’s worth 
of subsidy to any steamship line. They have just embarked in that 
business, but they have not paid anything as yet. They have gone at 
itlike men. They have made an appropriation of $30,000,000 for the 
establishment or the creation of new lines. But this aig mane here 
does not ask for the creation or establishment of new lines, but simply 
proposes to pay money to lines already in existence. 

Now I will compare France with Germany, because France on the 
one hand has paid and is subsidies and Germany is not. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. But she has agreed to pay them? 

Mr. GUENTHER. Yes, she has agreed to pay them, but she has not 
yet paid out a dollar. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. She has agreed to pay subsidies to her steamship 
lines. : 

Mr. GUENTHER. Yes, but it is not so much for the promotion of 
her commerce as to further the colonization schemes of Germany. I 
can say from a comparison of France with Germany that the increase 
in tonnage has been greater relatively in Germany with no bounty than 
in France since her adoption of large bounties. 

It may be interesting to know that in eight years prior to the era of 
bounties the French tonnage of steam-vessels increased relatively much 
faster than that of its continental competitors; than it did afterwards. 

Let individuals and corporations understand that somebody is going 
to back them, that they may rely on some power other than their own 
push and energy, and the result will alwaysbethesame. To my mind 
the reason why American enterprise has been so s that we 
to-day lead the world in almest every branch of industry, is that the 
American has not relied on a paternal government to help him ont of 
a scrape, but has established the motto, ‘‘ Help yourself; be self-re- 
liant; fight yourown battle.”” [Great applause.] That has been the 
stimulus by whieh we have made a steady and conspicuous progress, 
and not by pleading the baby act. [Laughter and applause. | 

France, after she adopted her bounty system, from 1881 to 1884 in- 
in aid of her vessels directly and indirectly nearly $28,- 
900,000, In the same period Germany paid her vessels about $320,000. 
During that time France increased her tonnage 1,768 tons over that 

In words, by paying twenty-seven millions and a 

more for the same period, for the same purpose, and 

having about as much tonnage as Germany, than Germany did pay, 

succeeded, by means of an expenditure of over $27,000,000, in 

her to the enormous extent of 1,768tons! [Laugh- 

ter and ] isabout half the’size of a good steamer. 

ae ne a whole vessel it will have cost the large 

$55,000,000; a rather expensive price to for one vessel. 
[Laughter and applause. ] _~ 

Mr. . If Germany did ee paar without subsidies 


than France did with them in 



















[Laughter and applanse.] Germany has done a great many things I 
do not indorse. 

Mr. McADOO. Let me inquire of the gentleman whether it is not 
a fact that France has physical advantages over Germany in having 
more ports and ports easier of access? 

Mr. GUENTHER. Yes; certainly. Germany has only a northern 
sea boundary, while France is surrounded by the seas on several sides 

Mr. McADOO. Are not the advantages all with France? 

Mr. GUENTHER. Yes; the advantages are all with France. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Why does the gentleman go back on his coun- 

° 


Mr. MILLS. Has French commerce fallen off ? 

Mr. GUENTHER. Of course it has. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. Some gentleman referred to Germany 
as your country. 

Mr. GUENTHER. 
country ?’’ 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Yes; I said I did not think the gentleman could 
go back upon his country. 

Mr. GUENTHER. Upon my country! What do you think is my 
country! [Great applause.|] I want to say to the gentleman from 
Maine that, although I was born on German soil, and I have no reason 
to feel otherwise than proud of it; I am still prouder, as I always have 
been, to call myself an American citizen. [Great applause. } 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I am glad to hear the gentleman's outburst of 
patriotic devotion tothe country. I havenever had any doubt of that. 
But I refer to the*gentleman’s own country; I meant the land of his 
birth, when he spoke of them slightingly; and I suggested the pre- 
sumption that he did not intend to go back on them or say they were 
fools, as I thought I understood him to say. 

Mr. GUENTHER. I did not say they were fools, but I say that 
Germany may have made a fool of herselt, as doubtless my friend has 
done, and as I myself have occasionally done, made a fool of myself. 
[Laughter.] I think they madea mistake in this matter; that is 
what I referred to. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Iam sorry the gentleman ever did it. 
never noticed it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GUENTHER. I say it because Iam nothing but human and 
it is human to err. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. The gentleman can plead guilty for himself, but 
not for me. 

Mr. GUENTHER. Now, Mr. Chairman; I was speaking of the 
result in France of this subsidy system. The official statistics show 
that its shipping has decreased during the years pointed out, instead 
ef being benefited and built up. 

Besides, the lines that had been called into existence through the 
bounty system are earning nothing or else are in a state of bankruptcy 
to-day, and other lines are paying little or no dividends at all, and 
during all of that time France has paid in the way of bounties, direct 
or indirect, to her vessels about $3,000,000 more than England, Anstria, 
Italy, Belgium, and Germany combined. These are official figures, and 
yet we are told by the advocates of subsidy that it will benefit com- 
merce to imitate France. The truth is, Mr. Chairman, that the ocean 
carrying trade, in consequence of these subsidies and bounties granted 
to the shipping interest, has so overstimulated ship-building that there 
is to-day a carrying capacity in excess of the world’s need. There can 
be no question about that, as my friend from Pennsylvania just sug- 


Did any genileman refer to Germany as ‘‘ my 


I have 


The year 1885 has been especially disastrous to the shipping busi- 
ness. Subsidized lines are paying little or nodividends; the net earn- 
ings are trifling or nothing, and the whole business has become unprofit- 
able, and that is the reason that Americans, who seldom make fools of 
themselves in a matter of business, do not embark in this business now. 

How much will it require to do what gentleman expect to do in the 
way of building up our shipping interests in this country and making 
it self-supporting? The advocates of the bounty system claim it will 
bring new lines into existence and new vessels inte competition. It 
will not do it, I venture to assert. On the contrary, subsidize a line for 
five years, a8 proposed here, and you ereate a monopoly; and I do not 
say that as a demagogue, in an odious sense, but the effect is that it 
will bea monopoly. No other line will start, because it can not com- 
pete with the subsidized line: so that instead of promoting shipping 
and commerce, the reverse will result. 

The purpose of this donation is ostensibly to stimulate commerce and 
give better mail facilities by creating new lines. I reply that the effect 
will be todistribute the money among the existing lines and give them 
the power to prevent competition. The general opinion in France to- 
day is that the bounty system has failed to produce the effect of in- 
creasing the shipping trade, and has only succeeded in creating a few 
large steamship companies, who have monopolized the steamship in- 
terests and the whole carrying trade to the exclusion of other lines 
engaged in the business. 

Now I want tocall the attention of the House to the fact that when- 
ever coffee is mentioned it is said that these lines to Brazil will bring it 
so mueh cheaper. The fact I think is, and in that I am satisfied I am 
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correct, that most if, not all of the coffee is brought in sailing vessels. 
That at least is my understanding. 

I say the very lines that were called into existence by these large 
bounties from France are bankrupt to-day; who will be benefited by 
a similar bounty here? On what real ground can you excuse this ap- 
propriation which will take $4,000,000 from the public Treasury? How 
can you justify such a proposition before the bar of public opinion. I 
claim that it would be a gross abuse of our power. I appeal to my 
party friends; I appeal in the name of the American people whose money 
we have to take care of; I appeal as one to whom the fortunes of the 
Republican party are dear; I appeal to you asa Republican who wants 
to have his party, like Caesar wanted his wife, to be above reproach; I 
appeal to you gentlemen that yoa will not again act as you did in 
the closing hours of the last Congress; do not allow yourselves to be 
again intimidated or coerced by threats of a prolonged or extra session 
into voting for such asubsidy. Assert your manhood and independ- 
ence. Be not deceived by the siren songs of lobbyists who swarm in 
the corridors here to button-hole the members. Do not vote the public 
Treasury away to fill the coffers of Jay Gould and his greedy corpora- 
tions. And when [ mention the name Jay Gould I simply do it because I 
am informed, and believe, he will be a large beneficiary of this appro- 
priation; because he is one of the main stockholders of the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company. Listen to the voice of the American people, and 
not to the insincere pretenses of a handful of millionaires. I long, Mr. 
Chairman, for the purer atmosphere and the cool breezes of my State. 
I would like to go home and be with my family and friends in Wiscon- 
sin, provided our business was done here. I know the‘people also would 
breathe easier had weadjourned already. [Laughter.] But, sir, ardent 
as my desire is for the session to close, I for one will not be induced by 
any pretext, under any circumstances, to vote for this misappropriation 
of public money. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. You will fight it out on that line if it takes all 
summer ? 

Mr.GUENTHER. Yes,sir. I thank the gentleman for the sugges- 
tion. If it is proposed to make the close of the session conditional on 
the passage of this amendments, if it is proposed to make it a question 
of physical endurance, I am physically not very strong myself, but I for 
one am willing to stay rather than yield, rather than to be coerced into 
submission to the dictates of these hunters for subsidies and would-be 
plunderers of the people’s Treasury. I for one am determined to stay 
here, and, in the language of that immortal hero, as suggested by my 
friend, stay and fight them if it takes all summer. [Great applause. ] 
If I have any time remaining I reserve it. 

Mr. BURROWS. I hope the gentleman will bear me witness there 
has been no suggestion on the other side of any such coercion as he has 
spoken of. 

Mr. GUENTHER. I have heard many suggestions. 

Mr. BURROWS. There has been no such suggestion in the debate. 
The gentleman seems to have drawn on his imagination. 

Mr. GUENTHER. I do not make statements unless I have some- 
thing more substantial than imagination to draw upon. 

Mr. BURROWS. Has the gentleman from Wisconsin any time re- 
maining? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has one minute left. 

Mr. BURROWS. I will state to the Chair I suppose it is understood 
that one hour and a half have been occupied on this side. How much 
time has been used on the other side? 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understand from the Chair we have had three 
hours. 

Mr. BURROWS. The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Perers] had 
expected to speak to-day, but is ill and unable to be here this afternoon. 
I had expected him to follow; and it will be impossible now for any- 
one on this side to go on. 

Mr. BLAND. I do not think this subsidy question should take up 
all the time of the House. Why not have a vote upon it? 

The CHAIRMAN. If no gentleman proposes to continue the debate 
further or to make a motion the Chair will put the question on concur- 
rence in the amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I think there is some misunderstanding. The gen- 
tleman from Michigan [Mr. Burrows] concedes that the i 
time of this day should be occupied by that side of the House. 

Mr. BURROWS. But I stated that it was expected that Mr. PETERs, 
who is ill, would talk halfan hour. - 

Mr. BLOUNT. I shall ne that side are not ready 
to go on gentlemen on this side not suffer by it. We do not pro- 
pose to let gentlemen on the other side conclude this debate. I move 
that the committee rise. 

Mr. BURROWS. I have given a reason forour not proceeding, which 
ought to be satisfactory—the sickness of a member of the committee 
who ex to speak this afternoon. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Iam not com that the gentleman is sick, 
but the understanding wasthat this occupy twodays. The prac- 
tice is to alternate, and we have certainly done our share up to this time. 

The motion that the committee rise was to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the having resumed 
the chair, Mr. HAMMOND reported that the of the Whole 


House on the state of the Union, having had under consideration ¢}). 

Senate amendments to the Post-Office appropriation bill, had come , 

no resolution thereon. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMPsoN, one of its clerks, ro. 
quested the return of the resolution of the Senate of May 17, 1229 
agreeing to the amendment of the House to the bill (8. 1227) granting 
an increase of pension to William P. Squires. 

It also requested the return of the bill (S. 990) to enable the State 
of California to take lands in lieu of the sixteenth and thirty-secong 
sections found to be mineral lands. 

It also announced the passage of a bill and joint resolution of the { 
lowing titles: 

A bill (H. R. 7207) making appropriations to supply deticiencies 
in amount required for expenditure to June 30, 1886, for examination 
and surveys required by acts of March 3, 1875, and June 19, 1878, to 
ascertain depth of water and width of channel at South Pass of Mis. 
sissippi River; and 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 79) for the relief of William L. Dunlop, 
trustee. 

It farther announced the passage of bills of the following titles: jp 
which concurrence was requested: 

A bill (8. 127) for the relief of H. K. Belding; 

A bill (S. 976) for the relief of certain officers of the Signal Servic 

A bill (8. 1339) to amend the police regulations of the District of 
Columbia; 

A bill (8. 1393) to extend the limits of port of Portland as a port of 
entry; and 

A bill (S. 1587) in relation to the trustees of the Reform School of 
the District of Columbia. g 

It also announced the passage of concurrent resolutions providing 
for the printing of 15,000 additional copies of the reports of the South 
American Commission and 5,000 additional copies of the report of M: 
Menocal on the interoceanic canal; in which concurrence was rev vested 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled bills of th> fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. 823) granting a pension to Capt. Elihu Jones; 

A bill (8. 685) granting a pension to Mary Marsh; 

A bill (S. 983) granting a pension to Michael Daly; 

A bill (8. 1098) granting a pension to H. R. Duke; 

A bill (8. mov —— a pension to J. D. Haworth; 

A bill (8S. 1387) for the completion of a public building at Wichita, 


Kans. ; 

A bill (S. 1405) to provide for the study of the nature of alcoholic 
drinks and narcotics and of their effects upon the human system in con- 
nection with the several divisions of the subject of physiology and liy- 
giene by the pupils in the public schools of the Territories and of the 
District of Columbia, and in the Military and Naval Academies, and In- 
dian and colored schools in the Territories of the United States: 

A bill fe 431 granting a pension to William Powell; 


A bill (S. 1431) granting a pension to Jane Carr; 
A bill (8. 1434) to authorize the Kansas and Arkansas Valley [ail- 
way to construct and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, 


for other 4 
bill (S. 1441) granting a pension to M. Romahn; 
bill (S. 1509) granting a pension to William H. Moore; 
1539) granting a pension to Eveline Hunt; 
granting a pension to Mrs. C. A. Bailey; an: 
granting a pension to Mrs. Annie C. Owen. 
RETURN OF BILL FROM SENATE. 

On motion of Mr. DOCKERY, by unanimous consent it was ordered 
that the Clerk be directed to request the Senate to return to the House 
the bill (S. 891) granting a pension to Geriah Collix=. 

N. H. VAN ZANDT. 

Mr. TUCKER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. Kt. 8971 
granting a pension to N. H. Van Zandt; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SPECIAL ASSESSMENT LIENS. 
. Mr. COMPTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. k. 
$972) for the relief of the holders of the District of Columbia special 
assessment liens and others; which was read a first and second time, r¢- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 


printed. 

SHIPPING LAWS. ; 
On motion of Mr. DINGLEY, the bill (H. R. 4838) to abolish certain 
American vessels, and to amend the laws re- 
ashen (iar te 

by the on Ww) e Sena 
. the 's table, referred to 
and Ship-owning In- 
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terests, and ordered to be printed, with the amendments of the Senate. 
Mr. KING. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 45 min- 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rale, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BEACH: Petition of citizens of Newburgh, N. Y., for the 
redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

By Mr. BENNETT: Petition of the president and faculty of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, for experimental stations in aid of agricult- 
ure—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. BLAND: Petition of citizens of Wright, Webster, and La- 
clede Counties, Missouri, for opening up Oklahoma Territory—to the 
Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: Petition of Grange No. 40, of New Jersey, for 
the suppression of the manufacture and sale of imitations of dairy prod- 
ucts—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. J. M. CAMPBELL: Petition of citizens of Bedford County, 
Pennsylvania, asking that a pension be granted to Asahel Walker, late 
of Company A, Eighty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers (House bill 
8716)—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DORSEY: Suadry petitions from 33,000 citizens of Nebraska, 
asking the passage of the bill giving permission to the Union Pacific 
Railway Company to build branch lines—to the Committee on Pacific 
Railroads. 

By Mr. DUNN: Petition of Richard D. Lamb and John M. Lamb, 
praying that their war claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Petition of 53 miners, laborers, and others, 
of Philipsburg; of 161, of Snow Shoe, Centre County; of 54, of Karthaus; 
of 248, of Osceola Mills; of 572, of Houtzdale; of 503, of Du Bois, Clear- 
field County, Pennsylvania, requesting an investigation by the Curtin 
committee of labor troubles in said district—to the Commictee on La- 
bor. . 

By Mr. EVANS: Petition of 168 citizens of Bucks County, Pennsy]- 
vania, praying for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. EVERHART: Petition of Grange No. 60, Patrons of Hus- 
bandry, of Chester County, Pennsylvania, praying for the suppression 
of imitation of dairy products—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of same, protesting against the admission, free of duty, 
of agricultural raw material—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of Joel H. Marsh and 71 others, citizens 
of Sharon, Vt., for a tax on oleomargarine—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HERMAN: Petition of Herman Baumhager, of Oregon, for 
increase of pension, with accompanying papers, to accompany House 
bill 6958—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, affidavits, petitions, and proofs on behalf of claim of Kate Hat- 
bo of Oregon, to accompany House bill 6553—to the Committee on 

laims. 

By Mr. HEWITT: Petition of the Berdan Fire-arms Manufacturing 
Company, for relief—to the same committee. 

Also, petition of Eugene E. McLean, for removal of political disabil- 
ities—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HIRES: Petition for relief of Joseph Curriden (House bill 
1491)—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. KELLEY: Petition of Georgiana Showers, for a widow’s pen - 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition for the protection of the purity of girls under cighteen 
years of age—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

_By Mr. KING: Petition of captains and owners of steam-vessels run- 
ning on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, against the building of a low 
bridge across the Ohio River at or near Cairo, I1].—to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. NEAL: Petition of John Stewart, of Bledsoe County, Ten- 
nessee, asking pay for services as recruiting officer during the late war, 
and pay for expenditures incurred in and about said recruiting—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. OSBORNE: Resolutions of the Commercial Exchange of Chi- 
cago, opposing tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolution of the Commercial Exchange of Philadelphia, fav- 
oring the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, 


“Le and Measures. 
ution of the Chamber of Commerce of Cincinnati, opposing 
tax on ine—to the Committee on Agriculture... 

By Mr. P : Petition of the Legislature of New York in favor 
of ee Jonathan D. Stevenson—to the Committee on Mil- 
i 

Also, petition against changing the tariff on spool-cotton—to the Com- 
ES im 

By Mr. PA : Petition of L. Martin and many others, citizens of 
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Kankakee County, Illinois, for legislation against imitation butter—to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Petition of cutters, trimmers, and other skilled 
mechanics of Philadelphia, Pa., against the proposed reduction of the 
duty on ready-made clothing—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

3y Mr. RICHARDSON: Papers relating to the claim of William F. 
T. Coleman, of Rutherford County, Tennessee—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. RIGGS: Resolutions of the Commercial Exchange of Chi- 
cago, against taxation of oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

Also, protest of the Kansas City Board of Trade, against taxation of 
oleomargarine—to the same committee. 

Also, protest of the Kansas City Live-Stock Exchange, against the 
bill to tax oleomargarine—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SAWYER: Petitions for amendment of patent laws—to the 
Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. SHAW: Petition of citizens of Carroll County, Maryland, 
for retirement of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. STORM: Petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Cincinnati, 
against taxing oleomargarine and butterine—to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

By Mr. TUCKER: Petition of NicholasO’ Keefe, for pension as school 
teacher—to the Committee on Pensions. 

3y Mr. WHITING: Petition of citizens of Fitchburg, Mass., for the 
bill establishing a national board of health—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, petition of citizens of South Hadley, of Chicopee, of Holyoke, 
of Plainfield, of Hatfield, of Athol, andof Prescott, Mass., in favor of 
the bill taxing imitation butter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. WISE: Petition of Peter Tresnon, private Company B, Sixth 
Regiment New York Volunteers, for change of record of charges of de- 
sertion—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
manufacture and sales of all imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, were presented, and severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture: 

By Mr. SHAW: Of dairymen and butter-makers of Carroll County, 
Maryland. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of a law 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools suppported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented, and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. BENNETT: Petition of citizens of Mecklenburgh County, 
North Carolina. 

By Mr. BRUMM: Of citizens of Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Of citizens of Dubuque County, Iowa. 

By Mr. HITT: Of 65 citizens of Stephenson County, Lllinois. 

By Mr. WAIT: Of Rev. S. G. Willard and other citizens of New 
London County, Connecticut. 


SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, May 19, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
POTOMAC RIVER BRIDGE AT ANALOSTAN ISLAND. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica- 


tion from the commissioners of the District of Columbia; which was 
read, as follows: 


OFFiCcE OF THE COMMISSIONERS, District or COLUMBIA, 
Washington, May 18, 1886, 

Sir: In response to the Senate resolution of May 3, the commissioners beg 
to inform the Senate that preliminary estimates of the cost of a bridge across 
the Potomac to connect the city of Washington with the Arlington National 
Cemetery have been prepared. 

The line of thé bridge isapproximately that of New York avenue prolonged, 
and, traversing Analostan Island, leads directly to the main gate of Arlington, 

As the Senate resolution conveys no intimation of the character of the pro- 
posed structure nor of the probable uses to be made thereof, the commissioners 
are without a guide in these respects. 

Alternative estimates have been made for an iron trussed structure for the 
entire width of the valley and for a combined trussand embankment construc- 
tion. 

The general features of both are for a roadway of 20 feet in width with two 
6-foot sidewalks, open spans of 210feet each, and a draw-span over the channel 
of 250 feet, with center pier. The bottom chord of the bridge is 20 feet above 
mean low water. 

Pian A includes 1,300 linear feet of trussed bridge as above proposed, with 
2,100 feet of embankment; total cost, $350,000. If the roadway be reduced to 18 
feet and the sidewalks be omitted, the cost would be $300,000, 
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Plan B is for a trussed iron structure throughout, with no embankment. The 
estimated cost is $460,000. With the reduced dimensions as under subplan A the 
cost would be $360,000. 

The constructions above estimated for are about the cheapest that it would be 
at all worth while to consider. Of the two, plan A is the cheaper and probably 
the more advantageous, if the embankment across Analostan Island and the 
marsh beyond be not considered injudicious. 


If more ornamental structures of greater capacity be contemplated the cost 
will depend upon the pasate. 

In addition to the above the Senate resolution requires an estimate of the cost 
of converting Se pvtene belonging to Arlington into a parade-ground. Inthe 
absence of detailed surveys, for which no pre vhien exists, it is roughly estimated 
that the cost of conversion as indicated may be placed at about $100 per acre, 
which for the 200 acres in question would aggregate $20,000, 

Very respectfully, 


W. B. WEBB, President. 
Ilion, Jonn SHERMAN, 


President pro tempore United States Senate. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The communication will be printed 
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia if there be 
no objection. 

Mr. DAWES. I should think it had better go to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator so move? 

Mr. DAWES. I think it should be referred to that committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The communication will be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. DAWES. It relates toa matter before the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the petition of William Web- 
ster, of Washington, D.C., praying Government aid in furtherance of 
his claims against Great Britain; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CALL. I present the petition of Mrs. Louisa Avery, formerly 
postinasterat Tallahassee, Fla. The petitioner prays for the adjustment 
and payment of the difference of salary allowed by Department circu- 
lar No. 1223, November series, 1884, under the terms of the act of 
March 3, 1883, which she alleges has been denied to her by the action 
of the Postmaster-General. I move the reference of the petition to the 
Committec on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CALL. I also present a preamble and resolutions adopted by 
the Board of Trade of Jacksonville, Fla.; which was read, as follows: 

Whereas the board of trade has been informed that a resolution has been in- 
troduced into the United States Senate looking to the forfeiture of the land 
granted to the Florida Railway and Navigation Com y: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That it is the sense of the Jacksonville Board of Trade that it 
would be to the interest of the State of Florida to grant further time for the com- 
pletion of said railroad, and that the land granted to said company by the United 
States should not be forfeited, as this board has perfect eonfidence that the said 
railroad will carry out in faith the purposes of its 


nal charter. 
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be ocean by the secretary to 
the Senators and Representatives in Congress. 


Tn presenting this petition I desire to say that I ask its respectful con- 
sideration by the Committee on Public Lands and by the Senate. I 
have presented a large number of similar petitions from citizens of the 
State of Florida, for which I also ask the most careful consideration. I 
am myself opposed to the action prayed for by these petitioners. 

The petition in effect asks Congress to extend a railroad grant which 
expired in 1866 and to re-enact it. This action by Congress would in 
my opinion substantially be to recognize and give its approval to about 
$15,000,000 or $16,000,000 of fictitious securities in the shape of watered 
stock and fictitious bonded indebtedness placed on this railroad prop- 
erty above either its original cost or the price paid for it by the persons 
now holding it. 

It would be for Congress to give its approval to the methods and prac- 
tices by which $3,000,000,000 of fraudulent and fictitious securities 
have been put upon this country indefiance of law and without the 
consent of the taxing power, and by which an annual tax of between 
two and four hundred millions of dollars is imposed on the labor and 
industries of the country without the authority of law, but in the 
forms of law, and with a certainty and a relentless power which will re- 
quire the greatest efforts on the part of the people to prevent and over- 
come—a tax on locomotion and paid by every man, woman, 
and child; a tax equal in amount and more oppressive than the entire 
taxation required for the support of the Federal Government, with its 
great army of pensioners, all to pay the interest on fraudulent and unreal 
securities, issued without consideration, and made through the 
connivanee and permission of the tribunals by the people with 
the protection of the public and the just enforcement of the law. 

It asks an imposition of between five and eight hundred thousand 
dollars of annual taxation upon the e of Florida in the shape of 
transportation to pay the interest upon fictitious seeurities; and 
it further in effect asks that it be put in the power of this railroad com- 
pany or of those who hold the fictitious securities to take from the set- 
tiers upon the public lands in the State of Florida between a million 
and a half and two million dollars as a contribution to the great prop- 
erty which they have already accumulated by gratuities from the United 
States and the State. 

The railroads constituting the Florida Railway and Navigation Com- 
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pany are the Florida Railroad, which sold in 1866 for $320,000, pay! le 
in its bonds at 20 cents in the dollar; the Pensacola and Georgia Rai 
road, which sold in 1869 for $1,400 000, of which about $900, 000 was 
paid i in bonds bought at 30 and 40 cents, and which was again sold ; about 
1880 subject toa lien of about $900,000; the Florida, Atlantic and ()); 
Central Railroad, which was sold in 1879, I think, for about $120,000. 
payable in bonds at 20 cents in the dollar, with about 120 miles of new 
road. This property, the trustee and the receiver testify, is now bonded 
for $18, 080,000. It produces a gross income of $1,000,000 annually, and 
is subject to a fixed interest charge of about $450, 000. We are ther 
fore confronted with the question on which the Senate lately acted jy 
the interstate-commerce bill, which the Senate passed by a vote of 44 in 
favor of the bill and 4 against—the question which of all others now 
menaces the country and oppresses the people, increasing the cost of 
living and depressing the business of the country, which has deprived 
a million of men of employment and made hundreds of thousands 05 


women and children. 
The paramount and overshadowing question, How shall Congress and 


the States so legislate as to prevent the $3,000,000,000 of watered and 
fictitious bonded debt, with its three or four hundred millions of annual 
tax levied on the people of this country, from remaining a perpetual and 
crushing burden on all the industries and labor of the people? is met }) 
this petition of the board of trade, requesting that this fifteen millions 
of indebtedness shall be approved by Congress and rewarded with a 
gift of the public land by the renewal of a railroad grant which ex- 
pired twenty years ago, and with the power to demand from the set 

tlers on the public land of the United States from one and a hal! to 
two millions of dollars as the price of their homes. 


I will print, as a part of these remarks, the following extracts from 


the able speech of the Senator from Texas [Mr. CoKE] on this subject, 
delivered in the Senate yesterday: 


_No honest man can read the testimony on the files of the two Houses of 
,. taken by the varjous committees who have from time to tin vt 
ted the subject, without a feeling of profound indignation and disgust, 


thas a vital mig ver en te the whole country, like our great railroad systein 
oo 


ret eae, in the hands of a few individuals for the sys- 
ll the peo of the country. That itis so used is not a 
eT ee =a ture, not does it rest on the assertion of enemies of railroad 
own by the testimony of some of the ablest railroad men 
and experts ~y* the United States, some of whom for years have been engaged 
in the highest branches af naile railroad administration. Mr. Henry V. Poor, the 
author of Poor’s Railroad Manual, to whose testimony before the Senate com- 
mittee I have alreadv adverted, and who will be accused by nobody of un- 
friendliness to railroad corporations, in his statement estimates that of the capi- 
tal stock, bonds, and other cvidences of indebtedness issued by the railroas 
of bg United States, at i at the close of 1883 to ¥, 495,471,311, at least 
pa represents what is known as “ wate stock 
t * * * w 
In 1800 there were only 23 calli of railroad in operation in the United Stat: 
For more than two hundred and fifty years this country has been developin. 
and its millions of hardy, enterprising, and thrifty le laboring and strug 
gling and saving up wealth. It is too heavy adraught upon the credulity of th 
country to expect Me to be believed that comparatively few persons who 
have — ~~ yearsonly been building and have honestly av- 
os one-tifth th part of all the accumulations of cabes im the country. That 
ey claim to have done so is certain. That the figures at which they value raii- 
road property, stocks, &e., sustains that claim isequally certain. That they ts 
the people for ‘or transportation on a basis established for the purpose of 1) g 
interest in the shape of dividends on the amount thus claimed to be rai!ro.:! 
values is unquestionable, and that at least one-half, and most probably a con 
siderabl larger proportion, of the alleged values is fictitious, bogus, “ watered 
stock ”’ not admit of a doubt or 
“Watered stock ” means stock created by a stroke of the pen, costing nothin; 
except the paper and ink used in tees it, and Tepes not a penny o 
actual capital or value, but which is add een ere whic! ch 
represents capital,and counted as part of thew of the railroad, and freig 
and nger rates are fixed high yy to pay dividends upon the wh 
fictitious as well as real. Through this device honest stockholders are dv- 
to a ee rates for transportation, 
because the cauputniigua dt the right to fair profits or dividends on the en 
tire stock, “‘ watered ” as well as ae This watered stock, representing not 
ing but the wrong which created it, stands on the booksof the railroad corpo- 
ms, in the stock markets, everywhere, on the same footing with stock b 
estly eee value, draws the same dividends, an consmands | the 
same pr are ened Seesepeaties Sazges to poy interest 
on it as if represen 1 and honest cash value 
Through process of fraudulent! ——s railroad stocks a perpetual 
mortgage for an amount greater than entire national debt when at its gre: at- 
oa oa ee its ea may Ne was commenced, Ree been place . 
ort: —o every person and every pound 
of freight ca carried is iy tribute In order to give some idea of 
is performed I here read from the 
ee ees ting the Board of Trade and Trans 
portation tNen York, given before the Senate committee, and found on pg 
and 79 of the volume of testimony. 


Mr. F. B. Thurber, of New York, on eee his testimony, «1 said: 


That if this stock which ae prevtonsty bese, largely watered had not az: 
been watered ‘‘the public wou been $100,000,000 richer and Mr. Vande: 
bilt and his associates “Overcapitalization ” is the po! 


ed this metho p lunderin; the peo 
hi testimony ‘maid . negpie capitalization oper- 


oe ipos Sy vine indy of (pila ituentsee rates ck 
Seco Ciaiaraaae tniversally th the corporations, exce Lad mh 
the rare cases when competition controlsthem. Pooling, which is now the orde 

of the day railroads, and is utterly destructive of competition, gives to 

dividends upon their fictitious watere( 

administration that when comin: 


corporations which. in violation of official trust, defraud ow gasp arene 
value to this fraudulently issued stock a buoy it on Wall street, that dividends 
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ou itare foreed by double charges cn the public for transportation, and by cutting 
down the wages of labor. In order to keep up the value of stock the charges 
must be sufficient to pay interest on the bonds outstanding, because that must 
be paid first,and then to pay the dividends on the stock, so that the stock and 
bonds constitute the basis for transportation charges. 

Mr. Joseph, of lowa,a witness before the committee, stated that the aggregate 
of the bonded debt and stock of the railroads of Iowa amounted last year, ac- 
cording to official reports, to $258,000,000, while the property of the roads upon 
which they paid taxes was assessed at only $30,000,000, and that the annual net 
profit of the roads was within a fraction of 5 per cent. on the first-named amount, 
orabout $12,000,000, which is exactly 40 per cent. net profit on the amount they 
assess for taxes; and it will be remembered that this profit was made during a 


period of unparalleled depression. I read from the testimony, page 1035: 
“ Senator Harris, Did I understand you correctly when I understood you to 


say that the stock and bonded debt amounted to $258,000,000 on your railroads? 

“Mr. Josern. Yes, sir. ’ f 

“Senator Harris. And that the assessment for taxation was $30,000,000 in the 
aggregate? 

* Mr. Joserm. Yes, sir. 

“Senator Harris, A difference of $228,000,000? 

“Mr. JoserHu. The assessment is about one-ninth of the sum on which they 
draw revenues.” 

The nent for taxes to the State about one-ninth of the sum on which 
their rates and charges are fixed and on which they draw revenues. ‘This state- 
ment as to the Iowa roads is believed to be equally true as tothe proportion of 
“water’’ in railroad stocks throughout the Southwest. 

I could multiply quotations to the same effect indefinitely from the mass of 
testimony before the Senate, but will not consume more time to do so. Itis 
sufficient to say that all the testimony concurs in attributing to overcapitaliza- 
tion, or, in other words, to fraudulently issued stock and bonds known as “ wa- 
tered stock,” all the difficulties surrounding railroad administration, produc- 
ing,as it does,a war between the people and the railroad corporations, the 
former trying to protect themselves from extortionate rates sought to be en- 
forced by the latter for the purpose of making dividends on fictitious capital, 
or, to speak more accurately, on no capital at all. 

The mystery as to the mode of accumulating the colossal fortunes which in 
the last fifteen years have been amassed by leading railroad men is solved un- 
der the light of the undisputed facts, which show wholesale pillage of the pub- 
lic in the administration of the great transportation business of the country. 
These railroad lines are as necessary to the civilization and commercial, 
social, and political life of the Republic as blood circulation is to the life of 
man, and disease, impurity, and taint in the latter is no more fatal to physical 
health than corruption and dishonesty in the management of the former is to 
the health of the body-politic. The duty of the government, State and national, 
is plain. Congress should no longer permit corporations in their own in- 
terest to regulate interstate commerce as they now do, to usurp a function 
vested by the Constitution in Congress, but should itself by law regulate it in 
the interest of the public in a mode which shall be fair to honestly invested 
expital. But the chief responsibility and the highest duty rest with the States 
which havechartered the great railroad corporations. These owe it to them- 
selves, to Sard pas ow to the great right of local self-government which needs 
to be vindicated in this regard, to take hold of this subject in earnest and deal 
with it as its stupendous importance demands. 
apply the remedy. 


I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McPHERSON presented a petition of citizens of New Jersey, 
praying for the enactment of a law providing for the redemption of the 
trade-dollar; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAWES. I present the petition of George M. Lyons and other 
members of the George E. Sayles Post, No. 126, Grand Army of the 
Republic, praying for legislation that will make more just and equal 
the pensions, and especially of those soldiers who have lost both arms. 
They therefore pray for the passage of Senate bill No. 927, in relation 
to that subject. This, although in all other respects in the form of a 
petition to Congress, is addressed to me personally. I ask that the 
paper be received and treated as a petition and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
so referred, if there be no objection. 

Mr. DAWES. I also present the petition of Simon H. White, of 
Hinsdale, Mass., and other farmers in various towns in the county of 
Berkshire, Mass., praying for the passage of the bill introduced in the 
Senate by Hon. WARNER MILLER for the purpose of placing the man- 
ufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue. I move the reference of the peti- 
tion to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition of Lucinda Silver, of New York, 
praying for the passage of a bi!l extending the time for the filing of cer- 
tain pension claims; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HARRIS presented the petition of Catherine White, of Grundy 
County, Tennessee, praying to be reimbursed for certain quartermas- 
ter’s stores taken for and used by the United States Army; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GRAY presented a petition of citizens of Wilmington, Del., 
praying for the redemption of the trade-dollar; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of owners of vessels engaged in the 
United States merchant marine, and others, owners of cargoes carried 
thereon, praying for the passage of the bill to permit the owners of cer- 
tain vessels and the owners or underwriters of cargoes laden thereon 
to sue the United States; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HOAR. Iam directed by the Committee on Claims to present 
a su tal report in regard to the bill (S. 2265) for the relief of 
Sarah E. E. Perine, widow and administratrix of William Perine. I 


The power is in their hands to 


The petition will be received and 
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ask that the report may be printed and that the clerks make the 
entry on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT prot 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. DOLPH. By direction of the Committee on Claims I report an 
original bill for the relief of James S. C! h IL ask to have 
read twice and placed upon the Calendar; and when Order of Business 
213, being the bill (S. 41) forthe relief of the same claimants, is reached 


proper 


empore, 
4 


The report will be printed and noted 


rk & Co., wi 


I shall offer this as a substitute for that bill. 

The bill (S. 2474)Y for the relief of James S. Clark & Co. was read 
twice by its title 

Mr. DOLPH, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 4837) for the relief of Mary E. Whitehead, submitted 


an adverse report thereon, which v 
poned indefinitely. 

Mr. MAXEY. from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 2414) for the relief of Miss Eula E, 
Henry, reported it without amendment, andsubmitteda report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (S. 


and the bill was post- 


as agreed to; | 


2261) for the relief of R. R. Tinsley and Miss Eula E. Henry, moved 
its indefinite postponement; which was agreed to. 
Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 


ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amendment, 
and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 7436) to grant a pension to Mary Anderson; 

A bill (H. R. 6566) granting a pension to Henry I. Cartin; 

A bill (H. R. 7253) for the relief of Joseph Guy; 

A bill (H. R. 6247) granting a pension to Mayberry Van 


_ 


A bill (H. R. 3304) to restore the name of Abner Morehead to the 
pension-roll ; 

A bill (H. R. 504) granting a pension to Anna Kessinger; 

A bill (H. R. 3640) granting a pension to James T. Irwin; 

A bill (H. R. 1177) granting a pension to William J. Barker; 

A bill (H. R. 7257) granting a pension to James H. Darling; 

A bill (H. R. 6323) granting a pension to Rebecca Reese McKee; 

A bill (H. R. 6753) granting a pension to Mrs. Alice E. Travers; 


A bill (H. R. 


5414) granting a pension to Maria Cunningham; 
A bill (H. R. 


8086) granting a pension to Cummins Porter; 

A bill (H. R. 5232) for the relief of Mary Hawhe; and 

A bill (H. R. 5492) granting a pension to Eliza Newman. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were referred 
the following bills, reported them severally without amendment, ard 
submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 7509) granting a pension to Cecelia C. McKenna; 

A bill (H. R. 5434) granting a pension to Amos C. Wertz; 

A bill (H. R. 3501) granting a pension to Daniel J. Bingman; 

A bill (H. R. 6176) granting a pension to Margaret Mayham; 

A bill (H. R. 6193) granting a pension to Charles Foreman; 

A bill (H., R. 4382) to increase the pension of John F. Chase; 

A bill (H. R. 5411) granting a pension to John Butler; 

A bill (H. R. 7641) granting a pension to Sophronia Witham; 

A bill (H. R. 1945) granting a pension to Jeremiah M. Fitger; 

A bill (H. R. 6266) granting a pension to Philip Arner; 


A bill (H. R. 6147) granting a pension to Frederick Marion; 

A bill (H. R. 4226) for the relief of Samuel Kitzmiller; 

A bill (H. R. 5435) granting a pension to David L. McDermott; 
A bill (H. R. 3645) granting a pension to Sarah Brooks; 

A biil (H. R. 3366) granting a pension to Henry Bollman; and 


A bill (H. R. 6812) granting a pension to Margaret Lucas. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 1932) granting a pension to Mrs. M. Augusta Barnes, re- 
ported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 565) for the relief of Joseph H. Maddox and 
others, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Samuel Noble, of Anniston, Ala., praying compensation for certain 
cotton alleged to have been captured by the United States military au- 
thorities at Savannah, Ga., during the late war, submitted a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. 2475) for the relief of Samuel Noble; 
which was read twice by its title. 


THE CHARGE. 

Mr. FRYE. I am instructed by the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, to whom was referred the message of the President of the United 
States, transmitiing a letter of the Secretary of State, in response toa 
resolution of the Senate of May 5, relative to charges for passports to 
American citizens, to report it back and ask that the committee be re- 
lieved from the further consideration thereof, and that the message be 


PASSPORT 


referred to the Committee on Finance, as it relates to what is practi- 
eally a tax. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order.will be made if there 


be no objection. a 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had directed him to return to the 
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Senate, in compliance with its request, the bill (S. 990) to enable the 


State of California to take lands in lieu of the sixteenth and thirty- 
sixth sections found to be mineral lands; and also to return to the Sen- 
ate its resolution agreeing to the amendment of the House of Repre- 


sentatives to the bill (8S. 1227) granting an increase of pension to Will- 
iam P. Squires. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by the 
President pro tempore. 

A bill (5. 823) granting a pension to Capt. Elihu Jones; 

A bill (S. 685) granting a pension to Mary Marsh; 

A bill (S. 983) granting a pension to Michael Daly; 

A bill (S. 1098 granting a pension to H. R. Duke; 

A bill (S. 1253) granting a pension to J. D. Haworth; 

A bill (8. 1387) for the completion of a public building at Wichita, 
Kans. ; 

A bill (S. 1405) to provide for the study of the nature of alcoholic 
drinks and narcotics and of their effects upon the human system in con- 
nection with the several divisions of the subject of physiology and hy- 
giene by the pupils in the public schools of the Territories and of the 
District of Columbia, and in the Military and Naval Academies, and 
Indian and colored schools in the Territories of the United States; 

A bill (S. 1420) granting a pension to William Powell; 

A bill (8. 1431) granting a pension to Jane Carr; 

A bill (8. 1484) to authorize the Kansas and Arkansas Valley Rail- 
way to construct and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes; 

A bill (8. 1441) granting a pension to M. Romahn; 

A bill (S. 1509) granting a pension to William H. Moore; 

A bill (S. 1539) granting a pension to Eveline Hunt; 

A bill (S. 1830) granting a pension to Mrs. C. A. Bailey; and 

A bill (8. 1850) granting a pension to Mrs. Annie C. Owen. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BOWEN, I introduce a bill granting a pension to Alfred Cum- 
ings, and I wish to state that I accompany it with some papers, one of 
which is signed by Mr. Cumings himself. I call the attention of the 
chairman of the Committee on Pensions to the fact that the difficulty 
in the case in the Pension Office was that the identity of the claimant 
could not beestablished. It is possible that his signature may be com- 
pared with that on the pay-rolls of his company, which the committee 
willno doubt be able to get by calling on the Department for them, so 
that 1 © missing link in this man’s evidence may be supplied 

The vill (S. 2476) granting a pension to Alfred Cumings was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TELLER introduced a bill (8S. 2477) making an appropriation 
for the establishment and erection of a military post near the city of 
Denver, in the State of Colorado; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (S. 2478) granting a pension to John 
Wines; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2479) granting a pension to Mrs. Ada- 
line P. Loy; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. McPHERSON introduced a bill (S. 2480) granting a pension to 
Augustine H. Flood; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 2481) granting a pension to 
Robert Hall; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

LABOR ARBITRATION. 


Mr. LOGAN submitted an amendment in the nature of a substitute 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill (H. R. 7479) to provide a 
method for settling controversies and differences between railroad cor- 
porations engaged in interstate and Territorial transportation of prop- 
erty or passengers and their employés. 


THE GENEVA AWARD. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no ‘‘concurrent or other 
resolutions ’’ the morning business is closed and the Calendar is in or- 
der. 

Mr. HOAR. Before the Calendar is proceeded with I should like to 
give notice thatif it beagreeable to the Senator from Iowa [Mr. WILson } 
I shall ask the Senate to-morrow morning after the routine business 
is over to take up and wee of the bill (H. R. 6661) to ee for 
closing up the business paying the ex of the Court of Com- 
missioners of Alabama Claims and for yr senyechacony I desire that 
the bill shall be disposed of ot an early day, and I Soll endedenl that it 
will be agreeable to the Senator from Jowa to take it up at an early day. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. If it be pleasure of the Senate to con- 
sider the bill to-morrow I shall have no objection. 

Mr. CONGER. If it is proposed to take up the bill in the morning 








hour I shall have to object to its being taken up before 2 0’clock. | 


do not wish by my silence to give any assent to taking up the bill be- 
fore 2 o’clock. 


DAVIDSON DICKSON AND OTHERS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first case on the Calendar wi!| 


be announced. 


The Carer CLERK. A bill (S. 290) for the relief of Davidson Dic. 


son and others. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate resumes the considera- 


tion of the bill as in Committee of the Whole. The bill was read yes 
terday and also the report from the Committee on Claims. The pend 
ing question is on the amendment reported from the committee, in line 


13, before the name ‘‘ James A. Ralston,’’ to insert the Weeds © ‘ estat 


of;’’ so as to read: 


To estate of James A. Ralston, $771.25. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. FRYE. Was not the Staten Island bridge bill the regular orde: 


for this morning? 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It was left on the Calendar undis- 


posed of. The pending bill was under consideration at the expiration 
of the morning hour yesterday. If there be no further amendment as 
in Committee of the Whole the bill will be reported to the Senate. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 


third time, and passed. 


STATEN ISLAND BRIDGE. 
Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 


Order of Business 259, being on the Calendar two ahead of the bil! 


which has just been 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Maine moves that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of Order of Business 259, being 
the bill (S. 121) to authorize the construction of a bridge across the 
Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill, and to establish the same 


as a post-road. 
Mr. SEWELL. I shall object to the consideration of the bill in the 


morning hour. 
Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate proceed to its consideration, 


notwithstanding the objection. The Senator from New Jersey is ap- 


parently now present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the Senator 
from Maine moves that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
bill notwithstanding the objection. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Commerce with amend- 
ments. 

The first amendment was, in line 9, afterthe word ‘‘ Kill,”’ to strike 
out the words ‘‘at or near Elizabeth, Union County,” and to insert 
‘*fromi;’’ and in line 10, after the word a Jersey,’’ to strike out the words 
‘and the town of Northfield’’ and insert “*to;’? so as to read: 

That it shall be lawful for the Staten moe Rapid Transit Railroad Company, 
a corporation existing under the laws of the State of New York, and the Balti- 
more and New York pany, & corporation existin ‘under the laws 
of the State of New Jersey, or either of said companies, to build and maintain 
bridge across the Staten Island eee Saw ill, from New Jersey to Rich- 

County, New York, for the railroad trains, engines, and cars 
thereon, and to a on and = said bri he tracks for the more perfect 
connection of y railroads that are or shall be constructed to the said sound at 
or oO} caid. Sets. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Thenextamendment was, insection 2, line 6, after the word ‘‘than,”’ to 
strike out ‘‘thirty” and insert “thirty-two; ” and after the word 
‘*above,”’ in the same line, to insert the word ‘mean; ;’? so as to read: 

Sec. 2. That said bridge shall be constructed as a pivot draw-bridge, with » 
draw over the main channel of the sound at an accessible and navigable point. 
and with spans of not less than 200 feet in length in the clearon each side of the 
central or pivot pier of the draw; and said spans shall not be less than 32 fec' 
above mean low-water mark, measuring to the lowest member of the brid¢ 
superstructure. 

The amendment was agreed to. ¢ 
The next amendment was, in section 4, line 1, after the word ** pian. 
to insertthe words ‘‘ and location;”’ and in line 5, afterthe word ‘‘ plan,”’ 

to insert the words Beemer es ” so as to read: 

a. 4. Thatthe , with a detailed map of the sou 
at the proposed ain the tides brid, ee. ee the depths and 

currents, shall be submitted to some fog oe roval, and unt! 
he approve the plan and location of aaa bert ilt, &c. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Are the amendments of the committee throug) 
with? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. They are. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I now desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr.SEWELL. Will my colleague allow me to ask for the reading 
of the report in this case? 

Mr. McPHERSON. Certainly. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 








ee 








The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the following report, submitted by 
Mr. FrvYe February 25, 1886: 


The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 121) to au- 
thorize the construction of a bridge across the Staten Island Sound, known as 
Arthur Kill, and to establish the same as a post-road, beg leave to report as fol- 


lows: 
This bill makes it lawful for the Staten Island Rapid Transit Railroad Com- 
ny and the Baltimore and New York Railroad Company, corporations exist- 
ing under the States of New York and New Jersey respectively, to construct a 
railway bridge across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill, at or near 
Elizabeth, N. J.,and the town of Northfield, upon Staten Island, New York. 


Mr. FRYE. Right there I wish to say that the latitude of the Sec- 
retary of War has been increased as to the location of the bridge by an 
amendment which has been adopted. 

The Chief Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the report, as 
follows: 


It provides that the bridge shall be constructed as a pivot draw-bridge, witha 
draw over the main channel of the sound at an accessible and navigable point 
and with spans of not less than 200 feet in the clear on each side of the central 
or pivot pierof the draw, and that these spans shall not be lees than 32 feet above 
low-water mark measuring to the lowest member of the bridge superstructure. 
The bill further provides that the plan and location of the bridge shall be sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of War and receive his approval before it can be con- 
structed. 

The committee gave ample opportunity to all rties interested to present 
their arguments in favor of or against the bill,and,after carefully considering 
the same, now state their conclusions as follows: 

(1!) Staten Island Sound, or Arthur Kill, is a tidal water way separating New 
Jersey from Staten Island, New York. The bill does not locate the site of the 
bridge, but leaves the same to be determined by the Secretary of War. It was 
conceded, however, in the arguments before the committee that the point at 
which the railroad companies desired to construct the bridge, if the site chosen 
by them should be approved by the Secretary of War, was near the southern 
border of the town of ElizabetlL, where the sound does not exceed 600 feet in 
width, Some of the opponents of the bill did not object to the construction of 
the bridge across the sound, but to the location as chosen by the railroad com- 
panies. The committee, however, are of opinion that the question of the loca- 
tion of the bridge should be left, as it is left by the bill, to the determination of 
the Secretary of War, who will doubtless be governed in his action by the re- 
port of engineer officers thoroughly familiar with the sound,and who are emi- 
nently qualified to determine what is properly a question of engineering. 

In almost all the acts of Congress authorizing the construction of bridges over 
navigable streams we find that the Secretary of War has been invested with the 
power to locate the bridge and approve the plans thereof, and no sufficient rea- 
- has been presented to the committee warranting a departure from thus uni- 

orm ‘ 

(2) Staten Island Sound is an important water way connecting Newark Bay 
and Kill von Kull with Raritan Bay, and along this sound there is carried an 
extensive commerce, The shores on either side in the main are low, flat salt 
meadows. 

The chief commerce of the sound that is to be affected by the construction of 
this bridge is that coming from South Amboy, Perth Amboy, and the Raritan 
River. At South Amboy the Pennsyivania Railroad Company have constructed 
their extensive coal wharves, and at Perth Amboy are found the large piers of 
the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company. The tonnage from South Amboy, as 
shown by the report of Major Gillespie, for the year ending June 30, 1884, was 
2,308,961 tons, being chiefly coal (see page 754); from Perth Amboy, from the same 
oe 754), the tonnage was 2,293,620 tons; this also was chiefly coal. 
From Raritan River came, first, the tonnage passing through the Del. ware 
and Reritan Canal, connecting the Delaware and Raritan Rivers, amounting, as 
shown by that report (page 756), to 1.272.386 tons; and also the tonnage coming 
from manufacturing and other establishments upon the river and tributaries, 
and which was carried in small sail-boats or small steamers, and shown in the 
same report as 409,939 tons, 

What So of this entire tonnage passes through the Raritan Bay and 
takes w known as the outer channel through the Narrows to New York, 
and what proportion of the same passes through the outer channel and past 
Sandy Hook and up the coast, the commitiee have no accurate means of de- 
termining ; it was, however, conclusively shown to the committee, and indeed 
admitted by all parties, that the commerce from South Amboy, Perth Amboy, 
and the ware and Raritan Canal, and which passed up the sound to New 
York Harbor and to ports situated on or near Long Island Sound, was carried 
almostexclusively in canal-boatsand barges. These boats and barges are placed 
in large tows, sometimes containing, as stated to the committee, 8,000 tons of 
coal, and drawn by tugs. The canal-boats or barges coming from the Delaware 
and Raritan are brought dowg the Raritan River in large tows and pass 
through the draw-bridge of the Central Raiiroad of New Jersey at the mouth of 
the Raritan River. The draw of this bridge gives a clear water way of 200 feet. 

The nee of the bill claim that the construction of the bridge would offer 
serious ion to this canal-boat and barge traffic by contracting the width 
of the channel to two clear water ways of 200 feet each; the committee, how- 
ever, are of the opinion that the difficulties anticipated by the opponents of the 
bill will not arise in actual practice. It must be remembered that these canal- 
boats and barges will readily yo under the bridge constructed 30 feet above 
law- mark without the draw thereof being open, and it was shown to this 
ion of the tugs were provided with smoke-stacks 
that they could readily pass under the bridge without the open- 
ing of the draw. Moreover, it is a well-known fact that the smoke-stacks of 
constructed that they can be lowered while passing under 
and that this form of construction is quite common, if not almost uni- 

the Western rivers, where the boats are frequently required to lower 

ng under bridges constructed without a draw. 
committee call attention to the fact that the bill does not fix the exact 
the bridge is to be constructed above low-water mark, but pre- 
it shall be constructed not less than 30 feet above the same, leaving 
of War to determine whether, under all the circumstances, the 
a few feet. higher than the minimum prescribed by 
ittee call attention to the fact that very much of this com- 
through this bridge has not only come through the Dela- 
enol, tt has come in tows through the 200-foot draw at the 
ver. The committee are not aware that a draw of 
by the bill has ever been required by Con- 
New York and Greenbush Railroad Company's 
Hudson River, near Albany, with a draw of 170 
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tena” above this draw are made u the large tows of canal-boats coming from 
the Canal and destined to New York, and through it also pass all the large 
steamers plying between New York and Albany. 

The lake commerce of the city of Chicago is accommodated upon the Chicago 
River, and at least 99 per cent. of the same passes through one draw-bridge and 
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are of greater width than that provided by the bill. Under the act of Congress 
approved the 3d day of March, 1883, the construction of a bridge of the New 
York, Boston and Providence Railroad Company across the Thames River, at 
ornear New London, Conn.,was authorized; the location and plans thereof 
were to be approved by a board of Army and Navy officers designated by the 
Secretaries of Warand Navy. After full discussion this board has approved a 
plan of a bridge with a draw of substantially the same length as that provided 
in the bill, and through this draw pass the sound steamersof the Norwich line, 
and large ocean craft, and the United States war vessels destined to the naval 
station, which is situated some%distance above the bridge. Across the Harlem 
River in New York bridges have recently been constructed and approved by 
the engineers of the Army with draws of considerably less width than the one 
proposed by this bill; and under these bridges and through these draws passes 
an immense commerce, as well as the large car floats and tows of the New 
York Central and Hudson River Railroad to the High Bridge terminus of that 
line. 

It is a fact well known that there is scarcely a navigable water way in New 
Jersey which has not heen bridged under the authority of the Legislature of 
that State. The large commerce of the city of Newark, with a population of 
150,000 inhabitants, and of its neighboring towns passes through the draws of 
the numerous bridges across the Newark Bay and the Passaic River, and none 
of these draws have a width greater than 80 feet, and the extent and value of 
the commerce and the number of vessels passing through the same is shown by 
the above-mentioned report of Major Gillespie (page 742). All of these bridges 
across the Newark Bay and the Passaic River are so low that the draws are re- 
quired to be opened even for the smallest craft. 

The committee are therefore persuaded that the commerce of Arthur Kill 
ean readily pass through a 2U00-foot draw. It was shown to the committee that 
there was a limited commerce of small] oyster-boats and craft of that kind, but 
of course these would have no difficulty in passing through this draw-bridge. 
Very few sea-going vessels pass through the Arthur Kill and only when in tow, 
and it was not seriously claimed that vessels of this character would be affected 
by the construction of this bridge. 

The committee refer to the fact that a bill similar to this received the un»ni- 
mous approval of the Senate Commitiee on Commerce at the last session, and 
they also refer to and make a part of this report the report of the Secretary of 
War and the communications of the War Department in regard to the previous 
bill, which contained provisions substantially the same as the one now in 
question. They call special attention to the following language of Major 
Gillespie, of the engineers: 

“The proposed clear width of 200 feet on either side of the pivot will be ample 
to prevent interference with the security and convenience of navigation of 
Arthur Kill. It is a comprehensive enterprise, which, if successfully carried 
out, will add greatly to the commercial character of the island and the adja- 
cent shores, and the bridges may be safely authorized to be built under the re- 
strictions of the bill without any detriment to commerce, present or pro- 
spective.”’ 

In the report of Major Gillespie the Chief of Engineers concurred, and the 
same was approved by the Secretary of War. 

(3) The two corporations which by the bill are authorized to construct this 
bridge are now controlled by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, which 
seeks for its traffic an- independent outlet upon New York Harbor. This com- 
pany is one of the large trunk lines,so called, controlling some 3,000 miles of 
railway, extending to Cincinnati, Louisville,and Saint Louis on the south west, 
and Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Sandusky, and Chicago in the north and northwest. 

This company desires to use the northern and eastern shore of Staten Island 
for its terminus; upon these shores there is ample depth of water for the ac- 
commodation of the largest sea-going vessels. These vessels can come direct to 
the piers constructed upon these Staten Island shores and unload their cargoes 
direct into warehouses, whence the same can be loaded directly into cars for 
shipmment to their places of distribution. Terminal charges for lighterage from 
the vessel to the warehouse and again from the warehouse to the railroad will 
thus be saved. The average cost of lighterage in New York Harbor was stated 
to your committee at 60 cents a ton. The railroad company also propose to 
carry their passenger traffic in fast steamers directly from the northern point of 
the island to their depot near the Battery in New York city, and which is im- 
mediately connected with the station of the four elevated railroad lines in New 
York. 

The construction of the bridge will therefore serve a very important public 
purpose and accommodate a very large amount of interstate and foreign traflic, 
and will give to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad an independent terminusat 
New York, and will bring into use for commercial purposes the deep-watered 
shore of Staten Island, which forms the southern portion of the New York Har- 
bor. 

(4) The committee are of opinion that the commerce which passes across such 
a stream as Staten Island Sound is to be accommodated as well as that which 
passes along it,and,in the language of the Supreme Court in the case of Es- 
canaba Company vs. Chicago (107 U. 8S. Reports, page 680), ‘‘ The object of wise 
legislation is to give facilities to both with the least obstruction to either.” This 
we think is accomplished by the provisions of te bill. Commerce of the rail- 
road can pass across the sound, commerce of the sound can pass through the 
draws which are ample for every purpose, and the large proportion of the sound 
traffic can pass under the bridge without even the necessity of opening the 
draw and without being obstructed in any substantial degree. 

The committee therefore report Senate bill No. 121 with amendments, and 
recommend its pas-age as amended. 

Since this report was prepared the attention of your committee has been called 
to resolutions passed by the Legislature of New Jersey touching the authority 
of Congress in these premises, and in fact denying that authority. They there- 
fore submit their views as to this question. They also annex communieations 
from the Secretary of War. 

The committee does not deem it necessary to enter into an extended disecus- 
sion of the power of Congress to pass acts authorizing the construction of bridges 
over interstate water ways. This power has been exercised too frequently to 
be now the subiect of serious denial. To cite a single instance,among the 
statutes enacted by the Forty-seventh Congress there are twenty-four acts in 
substantially the same terms as the present bill authorizing railroad companies 
to build bridges over navigable rivers witlin and between States; hardly ases- 
sion of Congress passes without similar authority being conferred upon a rail- 
road or bridge company to bridge some navigable stream. 

In 1876 the State of South Carolina filed a bill in the Supreme Court of the 
United States against the State of Georgia and the Secretary of War to prevent 
the United States engineers from building a crib across one channel of the Sa- 
vannah River in order to deepen the others. The court dismissed the biil,and 
in doing so used the following language : 

“ They (the States before the adoption of the Federal Constitution) had ple- 
nary authority to make improvements inthe bed of a river, to divert the water 
from one channel to another, and to plant obstructions in it at their will, but 
the power to regulate commerce conferred by the Constitution is that which 
previously existed in the States. The power to regulate commerce confers the 
control for that purpose to the extent necessary of all the navigable rivers of 
the United States which are accesible from a State other than those in which 
they lie; for this purpose they are the public property of the United States, sub- 
ject to all the requisite legislation by Congress.”’ (South Carolina rs. Georgia, 
93 U, S., page 4.) 
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Again the court said: 

** Every structure erected in the bed of a river, whether in the channel or not, 
would be an obstruction. It might be a light-house erected on a submerged 
sand-bank, or a jetty pushed out into the stream to narrow the water way,or a 
pier of a bridge standing where vessels now pass.”’ 

It is true that the States retain the power to authorize the construction of 

bridges across navigable streams, as long as the subject is not regulated by Con- 
frress, but the moment that Congress, in pursuance of the power delegated to it 
by the Constitution, exercises its right to authorize the construction of bridges, 
State enactments contrary thereto become null and void. This is a doctrine 
settled by numerous decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
upon which Congress has uniformly acted. In the case of Gillman vs. Phila- 
delphia (3 Wallace, 713) the court, referring to the construction of bridges, uses 
the following language: 
_ “The States have always exercised this power, and, from the nature and ob- 
jects of the two systems of government, they must always continue to exercise 
it, subject, however, in all cases to the paramount authority of Congress when- 
ever the power of the State shall be exerted within the sphere of the commer- 
cial power which belongs to the nation.”’ 

Again: 

“ Lastly, Congress may interpose, whenever it shall be deemed necessary; by 
general or special laws it may regulate all bridges over navigable waters, re- 
move offending bridges,and punish those who shall thereafter erect them. 
Within the sphere of their authority both the legislative and judicial power of 
the United States are supreme. A different doctrine finds no warrant in the 
Constitution and is abnormal and revolutionary.” 

In a ease concerning a license to construct a boom in the Mississippi, the court 
said, in 1878; ** Moreover, the United States, having paramount control over the 
river, may grant such license if the State should refuseone.” (98 U. S., page 409, 
Patterson vs. Boom Company.) In 1882 the same court said, in the case reiating 
to the bridge over the Ohio River, authorized by both State and the United States, 
that the act of Congress was ‘‘ the paramount license for the erection and mainte- 
nance of the bridge.” (105 U.8., page 479, Bridge Company vs. United States.) 
‘The authority to construct the bridge across the Mississippi River from Council 
Bluffs toOmaha is derived from the act of Congress of February 24, 1871, without 
any legislation of the State of lowa authorizing its construction, and the con- 
struction of the bridge under this act has been declared legal by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

The act of Congress of July 14, 1862 (11 Stat. L., 570), authorized a railroad com- 
pany to construct the bridge over the Ohio River near Steubenville, and makes 
void all provisions of the acts of Ohio or Virginia in conflict therewith. This 
is a notable instance of where Congress authorized a railroad company to con- 
struct its bridge over the Ohio River, although the express legislation of Virginia 
provided that it should not construct that bridge until certain other bridges 
should be constructed elsewhere. The act of Congressstrikes down this restric- 
tion of the State Legislature, and gives express authority to the railroad com- 
pany to construct its bridge in spite of the same. 

The committee do not deem it necessary to cite more instances of Congres- 
sional action in authorizing bridges, nor to refer at greater length to the numer- 
ous decisions of the Supreme Court and circuit courts of the United States, in 
which this power is recognized as unquestioned. 


War DEPARTMENT, Washington City, January 27, 1886. 


Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter, dated the Sth 
instant, from the Committee on Commerce, by its clerk, inclosing Senate bill No. 
121, Forty-ninth Congress, first session, “to authorize the construction of a 
bridge across Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill, and to establish the 
same as a post-road,’’ and requesting that the committee be furnished with such 
suggestions as may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the 
propriety of its passage. 

In reply L beg to invite your attention to the inclosed letter, dated the 2ist 
instant, from the Chief of Engineers, who embodies a rt in this matter b 
Major Smenpie Corps of Engineers, concurring in his views, and recommend- 
ing that the height in the clear between the bridge and the water be measured 
from the level of mean low water, and be made 32 feet, if b 

The eae of Major Gillespie and of the Chief of Engineers are 
concurre n. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WM. C. ENDICOTT, 
Secretary of War. 
Hon. Samve. J, R. McMiILuan, 
Chairman Committee on Commerce, U. 8. Senate. 


Orrice or THE Curer or Encriserrs, U.S. Agmy, 
Washington, D. O., January 21, 1886. 

Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the reference to this office for re: of 
letter from the Senate Committee on Commerce, by its clerk, Mr, J. B. M lan, 
dated the 8th instant, inclosing Senate bill 121, Forty-ninth , first ses- 
sion, ‘‘ to authorize the construction of a bridge across the Staten 
known as Arthur Kill, and establish th 
that it was referred to Maj. G. L. Gillespie, Corps of 
it with a report, of which the following == 

Major Gillespie's views are concurred in by 
recommended that the height in the clear between the bri structure and the 
water be measured from the level of mean low water, and be made 32 feet, if 
practicable. 


Unsrrep States Excrxeer Orrice, New York, January 16, 1886. 

GrNERAL: Ihavethe honor to submit the following report in compliance with 
first indorsement, Office Chief of Engineers, Uni States Army, January 14, 
1886, on letter from Committee on Commerce, United States Senate, January 8, 
1886, referring to Senate bill 121, Forty-ninth Congress, first session, ‘‘Toauthor- 
ize the construction of a bridge across the Staten Island Sound, known as Ar- 
thur Kill, and to establish the same as a om 

This is essentially the same as Senate bill 1447, Forty-eighth Congress, first 
session, upon which reports were submitted from this eihenander dates of Feb- 
ruary 23 and April 15, 1884, to which references are respectfully made. 

Arthur Kill is about 12 miles long,and is a retired and sheiterea water con 
nection, through Kill von Kull, between the vaper Bay of New York and the 
mouth of the tan River. At the poaponss of the the width from 
bank to bank, between high-water 625 feet, 
the 12-foot curves 500 , the depth 
nel being 18 to 19 feet M. . In the no 
depth is 13 feet, low stage,and in the sou 
are the minimum from 
tie depth ame be 

e depth may ¥ 

Senate bill 121, Forty-ninth 
tion of a pivotdraw-br which 
feet in the clear on other cide 05 Ss oe eee 
feet from lower chord to low-water level. 
all the demands of the tor future 
tions contained in section 4 of the bill are 
struction for the pivot pier such as will cause 
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ing deep-water channel and at the same time will be least obstructive to {). 
tidal currents. ; 
The construction of the propesed bridge under the provisions of the bill w; 
not injuriously affect any interests over which the Government has contro! 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. L. GILLESPIE, 
Major of Engineers, Bet. Lieut. Col., United States A; 
Brig. Gen. Jonn NewtTox, 
Chief of Engineers, United States Army, Washington, D. C. 
The letter from the Senate Committee on Commerce is herewith return; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN NEWTON 
Chief of Engineers, Brig. and Bert. Maj. G: 
Hon, W. C. Expicorr, 
Secretary of War. 
War Department, Washington Cily, March7, 1254 
Sr: In returning herewith the copy of bill S. 1447, ‘A bill to authorize t),. 
eonstruction of certain bridges across the Staten Island Sound, known as A 
thur Kill or Kill von Kall, and to establish the same as -roads,”” which was 
referred from the Senate Committee on Commerce for views of this Depart- 
ment thereon, I have the honor to inclose herewith a report of the Chief of }*), 
gineers, dated the 4th instant, embodying a copy of a report upon the subject o; 
— bill by Maj. G. L. Gillespie, Corps of Engineers, New York, dated the 2s: 
ultimo. 
The views presented by Major Gillespie, in which the Chief of Engin 
presses his concurrence, are also concurred in by this Department. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. LINCOLN 


Secretary of \i 

Hon. 8S. J. R. McMILuan, 

Chairman Committee on Commerce, Uniled Stales Senate. 
Orrice or Cuter or ENGINEERS, UNITED STATES ArMy 
Washington, D. C., March 4, 1s 

Sim: I have the honor to return herewith (S. 1447) “A bill to authoriz 
construction of certain bridges across the Staten Island Sound known as A 
thur Kill, and to establish the same as post-roads,”’ referred to the War Depa 
ment for its views and suggestions from the Committee on Commerce of |! 
Senate of the United States, and thence to this office, and to invite attention t. 
the following copy of the report thereon of Maj, G. L. Gillespie, Corps of | 
gineers. 

It will be observed that Major Gillespie sees no objection to the construct 
of draw-bridges as provided for, but makes objection to spanning the highw,. 
» ~ m by a bridge with unbroken spans having the elevation specific: 
the bill. 

[Second indorsement. | 
Usirep States EnGcinerr Orrice, New York, February 28, 15- 

Respectfully returned to the Chief of Engineers, United States Army. 1! 
there may be no mistake as to the water way mentioned as ‘Staten Isiaii| 
Sound,” I take occasion to say in the beginning that the navigable chann 
known by that name is limited exclusively to the narrow and tortuous water 
course usually called Arthur Kill, which separates Staten Island on the we- 
=e = tlie New Jersey shore, and extends from Elizabethport to Perth A.- 

»N. J. 

The name Kill von Kull is reserved solely for the connecting passage bet wc 
Upper New York Bay and Newark Bay,separating Bergen Neck on the nort! 
from Staten Island on the south. : 

The bridges mentioned in Senate bill 1447, Forty-eighth Congress, first sessiv: 
are proposed to be erected over Arthur Kill, one at or below Elizabethport,\. 
J.,and the other at or above Perth Amboy, N.J. 

Arthur Kill is the grand highway for all the local commerce of the sever. 
ports and streams on the west side of Staten Island, as well as for the interstate 
commerce nas south and west through the Delaware and Raritan Cana! 
which connects the Raritan River at New Brunswick, N. J., with the Delawar 
River at Trenton, N. J. This canal is one of the principal links of the chain 0: 
pee See yw y opel the Atlantic seaboard. It a minimum depth of 8 fee: 
throu and its annual t is 2,000,000 tons, ay ; less of lat: 
years than formerly, owing to railroad competition, though its importance as a 
water way is not impaired. [ 

The draws which are described in the bill are sufficiently wide to meet « 
the requirements of commerce along the route over which the bridges are to |» 


built. 
ve the spanning of any important navigable highway adjace:)' 
to the sea, w is now or map berenttor be utilized by ing vessels, by « 
bridge with continuous even if the bottom chords should be placed s» 
high as 100 feet above high-water mark, except in the rare case of two large ani! 
populous cities, where intercommunication between them over a bridy: 
—_ be greatly interfered with by frequent and prolonged openings of t!« 
raw. 
No such condition existson Arthur Kill, and while the existing depth of wat. 
vessels of the first class, yet the stream is capa! 
whenever commerce demands it. Fo: 


to Newark, N. J., from Kill von Kull, the Central Railroad 
crosses Ni Bay, has a draw with a clear opening of ») 
vot; the New York and Newark Railroad, at the mout!: 
one of 65 feet,and the Pennsylvania Railroad, in t) 
one of 75 feet. 
of New Jersey, whose tracks cross Raritan River nea: 
He mentee ee Capnec & the canal,after a lengthy controversy wit! tlc 
laware and Canal Semmens adapted and builtadraw-opening of »” 
by the construction of these bridgesare to 41s 
to points on the New Jersey shore,to increase 


means for reaching co! 
roads on deep water on the 


comprehensive enterprise, which, if successfully carried out, will a: 


the commercial character of the island and the adjacent shores, a! | 
to be built underthe restrictions of the}! 


G. L. GILLESPIE, 
Major of Enjzincers, Bet, Lieut, Ool., U.S. A. 
™ ; bedient t, 
ery respectfully, your o' eae a “. = onr, 
Chief Engineers, Brig. . Maj. Gen. 
Hon, Rosset T. Luxcons, 
Secretary of War. 








1886. 
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Orrice or THE Culler or ExGryeers, Unrrep STATES A&xMY, 
Washington, D. C., April 17, 1884. 
Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the reference to this office on the Ith 
inst. of the letter of Hon. W. P. Frye, of the Committee on Commerce of the 
United States Senate, inclosing 8, 1447 “‘ to authorize the construction of certain 
bridges across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill or Kill von Kull, 
and to establish the same as post-roads,” and certain papers relating thereto, 
and to state that it was referred to Maj. G. L. Gillespie, Corps of Engineers, who 
has returned it with the report of which the following is a copy. , 
Major Gillespie's views appear to be just and proper, and are concurred in. 


UNITED STATES ENGINEER'S OFFICE, 
New York, April 15, 1884. 

Respectfully returned to the Chief of Engineers, United States Army. 

The intent of the act, as I understand it, is to authorize atthis time the con- 
struction of a railroad bridge over the navigable waters of Arthur Kill, the Sec- 
retary of War having the reserved right, in the interest of commerce, to dictate 
the character and arrangement of the bridge in all its parts. : 

The ition submitted with Mr. Bonnett’s — has been carefully consid- 
ered. The east bank of Arthur Kill, on the northern side of Staten Island, ex- 
tending south to Fresh Kills, is a wide marsh land, with but little variation in 
its elevation for adistance back from tiie shore line of over2 miles. Ifthe lower 
chord ofthe bridge proposed to be built near Elizabethport be placed at 135 feet 
above high water the approaches to the bridge would be over long and high 
trestle-work, which would have so steep a de as to make the railroad prob- 
ably unfitted for giving rapid transit to the towns on the island and on the 
west bank, or for convenient connection with existing: railroads. 

The 135-feet contour of the island along the proposed railroad line on the north 
shore does not extend westward of Factoryville. At the southwestern point of 
the island the ground is higher than on the north shore; on the ridge above 
Tottenville the 100-feet contour appears on a —- rise, but this is an exception; 
all the rest of the ground in the vicinity is much lower. 

The low character of the land adjacent to Arthur Kill therefore compels, with 
rapid transit in view, the construction of low bridges; and that they may not 
obstruct navigation, draws must be provided, the exact width and arrangement 
of which can be definitely stated only after a careful survey of the water course 
has been made, including the det tion of the strength and directions of the 
eurrent. A clear width of not less than 200 feet in the channel way, through the 
bridges provided for in the act, is, with my present knowledge, deemed sufficient 
for the requirement of the commerce of Arthur Kill, and the projected bridges 
may, it is thought, be built without interfering injuriously with the flow of the 
tide, or without increasing the dangers to navigation due to ice which forms in 
the kill or which is driven there by winds and currents. 

The relation of the bridges to the tides, ice floes,and other matters involving 
the rights of commerce will engage the attention of the examining officers des- 
ignated by the Secretary of War, after the bridge company shall have presented 
drawings and specifications of the plans proposed. 

The examination will include not only the bridges proper and the necessary 
width of draws, but their sites and the sites and arrangements of the piers with 
reference to the navigation of Arthur Kill in all its bearings. 

The papers are herewith returned. 

G. L. GILLESPIE, 
Major of Engineers, Bvt. Lieut. Col., U. 8. A. 
The letter of the Hon. Mr. Frye is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN NEWTON, 


Chief of Engincers, Brig. and Bvt. Maj. Gen. 
Hon. Roznert T. Liscory, 


Secretary of War. 

War Department, Washington Cily, April 19, 1884. 
Sir: Referring to your letter of the 10th instant, inclosing bill S. 1447, Forty- 
ci Congress, first session, a bill ‘to authorize the construction of certain 
across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill or Kill von Kull, 
and to establish the same as post-roads,” together with a petition from Mr. P. 
Bonnett and other shore-owners, and also returning for consideration in con- 
nection with the petition referred to a report, dated the 4th ultimo, from the 
Chief of embodying a report on this bill from Maj. G. L. Gillespie, 
Corps of Engineers, I have the honor to invite your attention to the inclosed 
report of April 17; 1884, from the Chief of Engineers, embodying a supplemental 

dated the 15th 

views as 


instant, from Maj. G. L. Gillespie, Corps of Engineers, 
expressed therein are concurred in by the Chief of Engineers. 
The inclosures to your letter are herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. LINCOLN, Secretary of War. 
Hon. Wir11amM P, Feve, 


Chairman of subcommittee of Commitiee on Commerce, 


United States Senate. 
Mr. McPHERSON. I desire to offer an amendment to the pending 


bill which I think will commend itself to every member of the Senate. 
I have not formulated my amendment exactly in the shape I desire to 
present it, but I will state, first, that I propose to strike out the word 
nf ”? wherever it occurs in the bill and to insert the word ‘‘ tun- 
nel.” I propose also to strike out all of the second section which pro- 
vides the machinery by which the draw shall be closed and opened. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator propose—— 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I care nothing about the amendment offered 
by the committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair understands the Senator 
proposes to strike ont the word ‘‘ bridge ’’ wherever it occurs. 


Mr. MCPHERSON. I propose to amend the bill according to the 
copy I have sent to the desk, including the amendments made by the 


_ The Cuter CrEerK. It is proposed to strike out all after the enact- 
ing clause of the bill, and in lieu thereof to insert: 


That it shall be lawful for the Staten Island Rapid Transit Railroad Company, 
under the laws of the State of New York, and the Ballti- 

Company,a existing under the laws 

Jersey, or either of said companies, to build and maintain a 
Isiand Sound, or Arthur Kill, from New Jersey to Rich- 

for the passage of railroad trains, engines,and cars 
tunnel railway tracks for the more ect connection 
are or shall be constructed to the said sound at or opposite 
any alleged obstruction to 

account of said tunnel, the cause may be 
States of either of said States in which 
touches; and all railway compa- 
said turnel shall have and be entifled to equal tsand 


w 
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privileges in the passage over the same, and in the use of the machinery and fixt- 
ures thereof and of all the approaches thereto, for a reasonable compensation to 
be paid to the owners of said tunnel under and upon such terms and conditions 
as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of War upon hearing the allegations and 
proofs of the parties in case they shall not agree. 

Sec. 2. That any tunnel constructed under this act and according to its limita 
tions shall be a lawful structure, and shall be recognized and known as a post 
route, upon which also nohigher charge shall be made for the transmission over 
the same of the mails, the troops, and the munitions of war of the United States 
than the rate b nag mile paid for their transportation over the railroads or public 
highways leading to said tunnel; and the United States shall have the right of 
way for postal-telegraph purposes through said tunne! 

Sec. 3. That the plan and location of said tunnel, with a detailed map of t 


sound at the proposed site of the tunnel and near thereto, exhibiting the depths 
and currents, shall be submitted to the Secretary of War for his approval, and 
until he approve the plan and location of said tunnel it shall not be built; but 
upon the approval of said plan by the Secretary of War the said companies, or 
either of them, may proceed to the erection of said tunnel in conformity with 
said approved plan; and should any change be made in the plan of said tunne! 
during the progress of the work thereon, such ehange shall be subject likewise 
to the approval of the Secretary of War. 

Sec. 4. Thatthe right to alter, send, or repeal this act is hereby ex; 
served, 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President, in obedience to the instructions 
of my State, whose behests I respect, and in behalf of the interests of 
free and unobstructed commerce upon the water ways of the country, 


which are the people’s ways and their only relief against unjust rail- 
road exactions, I shall vote against the passage of this bill unless prop- 
erly amended. 

The bill now before the Senate is misleading in its title. It should 
be entitled a bill to destroy water ways in the interest of railways 
With all due respect to the honorable committee who reported this bill, 
and I do respect each and every member of said committee, I venture 
as my opinion that with all the facts before it there is not another lexis- 
lative committee of any progressive nation on earth that would fora 
moment entertain such a proposal as this bill contains. I take it, there- 
fore, the committee have not been given the facts as they exist, 21 
that when the facts are stated even the committee itself will 
the amendments I have offered. 

The bill itself proposes to give ostensibly to the Baltimore and Ohio 

tailroad the right to bridge Staten Island Sound, an arm of the sea, 
and is the sea itself, to an island in front of it, by a structure which 
when built willof necessity obstruct commerce. The bridge is not for 
the use of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad solely, but for the use of 
any and all railroads who desire to use it, and all railroads can and will 
use it who think they will be benefited by its use. So, therefore, my 
opposition is not alone to one railroad but to all railroads, except the 
crossing be by tunnelor a suitable bridge structure that will not impair 
the navigation of the stream. 

New Jersey hails with delight the advent of any and all new rail- 
way lines, from whatever source they spring or whatever name they 
bear, seeking access to the State and the terminal facilities she enjoys 
In that State the franchise is free and the liberty to build railroads 
absolute and unrestricted. Although not first in the advance, at last, 
however, the iron horse, that great apostle of liberty and enterprise, is 
given more freedom in New Jersey than anywhereelse. No laws more 
liberal for the construction of railroads can be found upon the statute- 
books of any State in the Union. 

While New Jersey has been more than liberal to the railroad lines 
that have sought to cross her territory, she has at all times defended 
her water courses from aggressions of every kind with a force and vigor 
that would be creditable and profitable for the Federal Government to 
imitate. 

New Jersey has nearly 30 miles of water front contiguous to New York 
Harbor (including the 12 miles of Arthur Kill), all of which is available 
for terminal facilities for all the great railroad lines which stretch fa: 
and wide over the continent, developing its industries and which seek 
their outlet at the sea. 

The New Jersey shore is the point at which imports and exports meet 
for exchange. The great steamship lines to and from all parts of the 
world here meet the vast system of railroads and inland water routes, 
and cargoes are exchanged with the least possible expense for handling. 
It was to preserve intact and free from ebstruction this Arthur Kill and 
the Kill von Kull and other great streams that she required that all 
railroatis should gain the consent of her Legislature before the stream 
could be bridged. It was not so much to prevent the crossings as to 
control the manner of the crossings. 

If Arthur Kill and the Kill von Kull were the property of any Eu- 
ropean nation it would ere this have expended untold millions upon 
it, converting it intoaship-canal for vessels of the largest size. Nature 
has done its full share, leaving it to the hand of man to fashion and 
improve it to meet the demands of increasing commerce and national 
development. 

The bill authorizes the construction of a bridge over this sound to 
Staten Island shore at a point where the sound is only 600 feet wide, 
providing for a center pier in the middle of the stream to accommodate 
a railroad which desires to cross the stream, follow up the opposite 
shore, and locate its depot 2 miles above on the same stream, not- 
withstanding the resulting infinite distress of the water route and two 
great railroads whose depots are located on the Jersey shore, and all of 
which are the competitors of the railroad which seeks this legislation. 


ts 
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It is said that Staten Island should have rapid transit, that the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad should have the right to establish its terminal 
on Staten Island if its own and the public interest requires it. In both 
cases true, very true, and neither the State of New Jersey nor myself 
will place any obstacle in the way, provided the crossing be made in 
such manner as not to defeat and destroy a much greater public interest. 

It is claimed by some of the ablest lawyers and jurists in the country 
that Congress has no constitutional right under the circumstances as 
here presented to authorize the construction of this bridge. 


Withoutaffirming or denying the existence of such power in Congress— | 


as the Supreme Court has never recorded its decision ina similar case—I 
am ready, however, to admit that the tendency of its decisions of late 
has been in the direction of enlarging the scope of Congressional power, 
and to this extent restricting the authority ot the States even in matters 
over which the States claimed exclusive control. Even the Senate it- 
self, whose members are the representatives of States, seems to have for- 
gotten the teachings of the fathers, and has already taken gigantic 
strides toward a centralized government, denying to the States even the 
control of its municipal affairs. 

I need not therefore waste the time of the Senate in discussing the 
constitutional power to do this thing, but will leave the discussion with 
others so disposed and better equipped than myself to deal with the 
constitutional phases of the case. However, let me remind the Senate 
that the propriety or necessity of a bridge only 30 feet high and having 
a center pier is not a question for the discretion of the court but for 
the discretion of Congress. The means or instrumentalities by which 
the power granted should be executed is a Congressional power and 
should be exercised with extreme caution. 

Iam well acquainted with the location and business upon this water 
way. The 16,000,000 tons which annually pass the sound and Arthur 
Kil consist of coal, lumber, iron-ore, clay, brick, and all kinds of heavy 
material used by manufacturing establishments located on the banks 
of the sound, together with the vast traflic of the rivers and streams which 
enter into it, all of which have been made navigable by the Govern- 
ment, to wit, the vast traffic of the Passaicand Hackensack Rivers, upon 
which are located the great manufacturing cities of Newark, Paterson, 
Passaic, Hackensack, and other towns of less importance as manufact- 
uring centers, 

Large smelting works and other important manufacturing industries 
have been established on the banks of these rivers and streams. Then 
comes the Elizabeth River, made navigable by the bounty of the Gov- 
ernment to the city of Elizabeth; the Rahway River, made navigable 
to the city of Rahway; the Raritan River, made navigable to the city 
of New Brunswick, and by internal water communication furnishing 
an interior water route as faras Pamlico Sound on the south. The vast 
clay interest, which farnishes material for a large proportion of the pot- 
tery manufactured in the United States, is mainly transported through 
this channel, and reaches the channel through Reesh Kill, Richmond, 
Woodbridge, Cheesequake, and Whale Creeks, all of which have been 
dredged and improved by the Government to meet the requirements of 
this trade. It will thus be seen that the major part of the traffic 
through this sound is of the coarser and weightier material, which will 
not bear rail transportation. 

The extent and importance of this traffic is simply enormous, em- 
ploying over one hundred thousand vessels, carrying 16,000,000 tons of 
products, with an estimated value of over $60,000. ,000—a tonnage 
greater than the entire foreign commerce of the of New York and 
much greater than the foreign ton of Philadelphia and Baltimore 
combined; and, with the exception of the single article of coal, the ton- 
nage of the sound is greater than the entire tonnage of the six great 
tronk lines of railway having their termini in New Jersey. It is esti- 
mated that over thirty thousand people find employment in the navi- 
gation of this natural water way, made by nature’s God for man’s use, 
and upon which, together with its feeders, the Government has already 
expended nearly $1,000,000. 

The tonnage of the Suez Canal in 1883, which cost to build over 457, - 
000,000 francs, was less than half the tonnage of the sound during that 
year. The tonnage of the Detroit River, of which I will speak here- 
after, was in 1872 about 9,000,000 tons. ee with the tonnage 
of the Erie Canal, consisting of like bulky weighty products, the 
comparison stands as follows: Erie Canal in 1885, 5,000,000 tons, or less 
than one-third of the tonnage of the sound, 

Pursuing the comparison further, we find that theestimated tonnage 
of the Panama or Nicaragua canal, or the interoceanic ship-railway, 
estimated to cost, severally, from two to five hundred millions of dol- 
lars, will be less than the present tonnage upen this sound. 

Let it now be remembered that the stream through which this im- 
mense commerce passes is an arm of the sea, in short the sea itself. 
The point at which this proposed bridge is to be built is only 600 feet 
in width, and in the very middie of the channel a center pier is to be 
located, upon which the draw is to rest, and the channel is to be re- 
stricted 200 feet in width, thereby placing serious restrictions upon the 
commerce of the stream jor the immediate accommodation of a singie 
railway company, which, after allowing said railway its fall share of the 
traffic to New York, will notearry over this bridge one-tenth of the traffic 
which now passes upon the waters below the proposed bridge. Again, 


starting from Pamlico Sound on the south, this great internal water wa, y 
is a direct competitor for almost every mile of said distance with the 
Baltimore and Ohio system, which seeks by the proposed legislation to 
cripple the water route. 

Again, the Pennsylvania system has its terminal at South Amboy 
the Lehigh Valley at Perth Amboy, and the New Jersey Central ; 
Elizabethport, each of which is upon the banks of the sound on the 
Jersey shore, all of which are competing lines with the Baltimore and 
Ohio, and any obstruction to their commerce will tend to lessen active 
competition. In addition to the obstructions stated to the business of 
rival: lines, very.extensive manufacturing establishments have been 
built upon the Jersey shore, with a prospective commerce greater than 
that of any single railway in the United States. I send to the Clerk’s 
desk, which I wish to have read, a letter from the Standard Chemical 
Company, whose works are located on the sound, and which contains 
much valuable information. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


OFrFIce or STANDARD CHEMICAL ComPaAxy, 
New York, April 9, 18s¢. 

Dear Str: We have in Union County, New Jersey, an extensive investment 
in land and manufacturing plant on Arthur Kill, which stream forms a part of 
the channel between Staten Island and New Jersey. This safe and sheltered 
inland water way has, within the past ten years, madea wonderfully progressive 
advance in commercial importance. The twodrawbacks which in the past hay: 
hindered its development were shoalness of water for acertain distance in New- 
ark Bay and narrowness for a mile or so in frontof tre city of Elizabeth, where 
in summer there is scarcely room for the crowd of traffic, and where in winte: 
there is a strong tendency for ice to collect and jam. 

The United States Government has since 1873 done much to remedy the first 
difficulty in the way of the profitable use of this channel by excavating through 
the shoals of Newark Bay a passage 13 feet deep at low water ancy 400 feet in 
width, such channel being a necessity for existing traffic. (See report Secretary 
of War, 1884, volume 2, part 1, page 742.) 

In 1879 this dredging work was so far advanced that this company deemed it 
safe to erect large works just south of Elizabeth. Daily communication wi 
New York is a matter of prime necessity with us, and we note that our Seeinesn 
has not been interfered with by ice, except fora few days ata time during th: 
severe cold spells of the winters of 1835 and 1886. The passage of large passei- 
ger steamers and heavy tugs with tows breaks up all ordinary ice, and the raj ic 
tidal flow of Arthur Kill disperses this formation in the wide expanse of New 
ark and Raritan Bays. Attimes we havedone our part in keeping this channe! 
clear by running our own steamer, the Advance, backward aad forward from 
our docks to Newark Bay. We regard with apprehension the favorable report 
of Senate bill 121, a bill that would authorize the building of a draw-bridze 
just north of our works where the kill is only 635 fect wide. 

Such a structure, even when provided with two openings of 200 fect cach, 
would completely change the character of this water way. At times it would 
so collect the ice as to render all our efforts to break through of no avail. It 
would throttle the flow of the tide where it now has to through the nar- 
rowest section of this extensive channel, and thus create in many places above 
and below it a shoaling of the water. It would be ruinous to the profitable 
prosecution of the great towing business that now uses this highway of neces- 
sity. It would even seriously impede large vessels in tow from passing safely 
except atslack-water. Thus our location would be reduced from a situation on 
a free and unobstructed “arm of the sea” to one scarcely better than upon an 
artificial dock with tidal gates. 

We are surprised that any engineer should pronounce such abridge equal to 
the requirements of existing commerce, much more that it should be said that it 
could * — safely authorized to be built, without any detriment to commerce 

tor jive.” 


presen prospect! 

Since the United States Government took away the main obstacle to this re- 
markable highway—the shoal in Newark Bay—we have located our works upon 
its shores, occu see aes about 1,000 feet out of total New Jersey shore front, be- 


tween El Perth Amboy, of about 12 miles. To this 1,000 feet the 
privileges of a free and unobstructed navigation have brought an interstate 
commerce of 25,000 tons ney annum. Four other establishments, averagin: 
about the same business that we do, have taken advantage of the same facilitics 
to extend that great commerce that is now centering in the vicinity of New 
York, and there is every reason to suppose that this entire shore will in the near 
future be lined with commercial establishments, to which the free use of the 
water way is the most important condition. Here, then. is a prospective com- 
merce of 1,500,000 tons per annum, far greater than any railway can ever expect 
to carry across the stream. 
We hope that no bill will ever be authorized in Washington, Trenton, or elsc- 
where that would allow the clear water way of this stream to be reduced to a 
width “ less than 500 feet by any bridge structure, or without having a provision 
aeons width of nw, scdmitting of anfe passage of vessels with 
lofty ae through the same. 
rs, 
~ STANDARD CHEMICAL COMPANY. 
Hon, Joun R. McPHERsON, 
United States 


Senator, Washington, D. OC. 


Mr. McPHERSON. I will now read the statements of Mr. W. 7. 
Meredith, of New York, Mr. D. C. Chase, and Mr. Isaac L. Fisher, presi- 
dent of the Steam and Sail Vessels’ Association, all intelligent men, in 
respect of this matter: 

[New York Herald, February 8, 1886.]} 

BLOCKING THE KILLS—HOW THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO’S BRIDGE WILL AFFFCT 
NEW YORK—A SOURCE OF DANGER AND DELAY—INTERVIEWS WITH VESSEL- 
OWNERS WHO OPPOSE THE BRIDGE—A RAILROAD’S SELFISH ENTERPRISE. 
The general public seems to be entirely ignorant of the inland water way to 

the south of New York Harbor and its value to the commerce of the country and 

the people of ane anes The Herald lays before its readers to-day some in- 
formation the navigation of the 4 move Kill Sound, of the disastrous 
by the building of the proposed bridge between the 
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of the Arthur Kill Sound to the commerce of New York, 
T. Meredith, of ns eect on 58 Wall street, * is second only to that of 
Arthur Kill Sound earries year more freight than the 
ee. The Clyde lines, 
ivania and Le- 
seta og ~ highway. It 
ew York to build a cheap 








1886. 





spile with a draw across the East River to the north of Blackwell's Island than 
it would be to block up Arthur KS Sound with the same kind of structure.” 

What evidence is there that the spile bridge with a draw would obstruct the 
navigation of the sound? : 

“The evidence of the towboat companies,” replied Mr. Meredith, ‘‘ following 
the water of the south of New York; the reduction of the tonnage of the Rari- 
tan Canal by more than one-half in consequence of the building of the Raritan 
Bridge at the lower end of the Arthur Kill Sound, a structure very similar to 
that which it is proposed to throw across from New Jersey to Staten Island. 
Besides this, the common sense of every man teaches him that a bridge so low 
that a draw is required to admit the passage of vessels is an obstruction in a 
crowded stream. How would New York get along with a drawbridge across 
the Hudson 2 miles above the city?” 


HOW THE BRIDGE WILL BE BUILT. 


Mr. D.C. Chase, president of the Delaware and Raritan Canat Sfeam Towing 
Company, was found at his office, No. 129 Broad street. Upon being asked to give 
his opinion on the present spile-bridge he said: ‘‘Already much has 
been said about the enormous traftic of the stream across which the bridge is to be 
built. We all know that a bridge of some kind or other is to be constructed, and 
all that navigators, whether steam lines, oystermen, or traders, want is a bridge 
that will not interfere with that traffic. Few know that over one hundred thou- 
sand vessels a year pass up and down the Arthur KillSound, These carry coal, 
iron, sand, brick, and almost every variety of freight. The trade is very large, 
there being 13,500,000 tons of freight carried every year. The value of this freight 
is from $4 to $100 a ton. 

“The center pier, constructed of driven spiles,” explained Mr. Chase, “‘ is to be 
550 feet in length, which, with the cribbing or guards at each end, will probably 


be 570 feet in all. It is to be about 65 feet in width. The stream at this point is 
narrow, on 3 only 600 feet from shore to shore. As spile piers are to be built 
out from both shores, the width of the draw, when open, will be only 225 feet. 


At the place in question there are strong cross-currents, and the tide runs about 
4milesan hour. Thus a tow coming toward New York loaded with 8,000 tons, 
not an unusual cargo, and being towed by steam, moves along with the tide at 
a rate of speed of from 7 to 8 miles an hour. Should the draw be closed or shut 
in the face of such a tow, as will often be the case, there is no power on earth 
that can check the loaded boats from sheering into the center pier; and the 
immense weight forging along at such a great headway will eause the boats to 
crash up inst each other, and not only run a chance of being wrecked, but do 
considerable damage to the brid Any one acquainted with the towing trafic 
on this stream knows this will the case, as the stream at the point where 
the bridge is to be built is too narrow to admit of long tows being turned and 
checked. 
THE REAL POINT AT ISSUE. 


“The real point at issue is whether the bridge shall or shall not be sucha 
structureas will leave the navigation of Arthur Kill Sound free. The Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company propose to build a bridge costing only $350,000, 
with a draw affording a passage-way 225 feet wide from the center pier to either 
side, at an elevation of 30 feet above the water. At the point where it is pro- 

to locate the b the sound, though deep, is only 600 feet in width. I 

ve talked with a number of expert bridge-builders on the subject, and there 

can be no doubt that an expenditure of $750,000 would build a bridge with a 

single span of 600 feet from shore to shore at a height of 70 feet above the water, 

and this would leave the navigation of the sound comparatively free. President 

Cleveland, in his-message to Congress, refers to this very question of the con- 
struction of bridges over navigable waters. 

“ Nowhere else in the country would such a bridge be tolerated as the Balti- 
more and Ohio is now ves ring to construct over a great water way for a paltry 
cost of $350,000, This cee question seems to be looked upon in New York as 
only a good joke on New Jersey. But if this cheap draw-bridge be built New 
York will find it more than a joke inst her sister State. It will be an ob- 
struction to herown commerce. Publicattention should be directed to the right 
of the to demand a structure costing from $750,000 to $1,000,000, and New 
York ld look to it carefully that no bridge across Arthur Kili Sound by act 
of Congress which will interfere with her commerce, as the proposed spile-bridge 
with a draw will certainly do, should be constructed. 

fhe whole country should rise against this contemplated outrage. No pier 
or = [Seeds should be builtin navigable waters. The Government 
has expended $348,000 in removing obstructions in this place, and pro- 
pose to spend upward of $2,000,000 more for the same purpose. The center pier 
of itself will be a greater obstruction to navigation than all the obstructions 
which have been or will be removed. There is no other inland water route 
from New York tothe South and West, and no one State is more interested in 
this matter than another. The secret is that the Baltimore and Ohio desire to 
block up the water traffic that they may control the business themselves.”’ 


THIRTY THOUSAND NAVIGATORS TO SUFFER. 

Mr. Isaac L. Fisher, president of the Steam and Sail Vessels’ Association, was 
next called upon at his office, No. 14 South street. ‘I have only the interest of 
the navigator at * said he. “I speak for no corporation. The greatest 
interest of all in this matter is that of the men who earn their bread and butter 
on the stream of water in question, The number of vessels plying through the 
Kills is annually increasing. One hundred thousand passed up and down from 


this city th: the Kills and Arthur Kill last year. 
* Al there are ten thousand different vessels employed in the Arthur 
Kill They a’ three men each ; the oyster-boats and vessels carry- 


verage 
ere six to eight hands; the canal-boats about two. Altogether 
t thousand men earn a — on these waters; besides this 30 per cent. of 
these men carry their families with them. Block up the stream with a bridge 
at the place selected by the railroad and these men must necessarily suffer. The 
whole plan of navigation in the sound will have to be changed, thereby castin 
a heavy burden upon all employed in it. The tugboat men, who must seapane 
for oe oe vessels and cargoes towed, will not take additional risks with- 
out com . The carrier will ask increased rates to meet the 
increased rates The shippers, in order to protect themselves, must pay 
increased rates of insurance, for underwriters will advance their rates for the 
increased risk,all of which must ultimately be borne by the consumer. If 
pa this cheap water route so jicuously mentioned by Colonel Gillespie 
n his report of 1823 will be ruined, many thousand men who earn their liv- 
ing 4.1 stream of water we be driven = oe a snake corporation, 
change their plans, insist upon choosing a spot that will ruin the 
sound. The bridge can be built so as not to interfere with the commerce, and 
it ought to be if built at all 


THE DRAW WILL RARELY BE CLOSED. 


“The bridge bill provides,” continued Mg. Fisher, “that the draw shall be 
opened y orb waggy rd signals, ex when trains are passing over 
it. That is When a train is ut due that draw would not 
be turned until the train had passed over it, for all the vessels in the country. 

vessel running with the tide, and often hampered 
by the fogs prevalent thereabouts, avoid colliding with the bridge under such 
conditions, It is so at every railroad drawbridge, and it is that which makes 
them so and dangerous, - For the safety of the traveling public 
alone, they should all be built without a draw. one where it is as practi- 
cable as in this case. I honestly believe that the draw in this bridge built as 
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proposed will be open seven-tenths of the time, because the work that is now 
done in bulk will of necessity be divided in many parts.” 

What scheme, then, do you suggest for bridging the Arthur Kill? was asked 
by the reporter. 

“Let the railroad people move below Morss Creek, vut 4,500 feet, to a spot 
known as Buckwheat Isiand, where the current runs true and fair, the center 
abutment being placed on the island and the bridge constructed 70 feet above 
high-water mark, so that all vessels can pass under the span.”’ 

And Buckwheat Island 

“Yes, of course. Mr. Wiman’sstatement has been read that the island is only 
25 feet square, while as a matter of fact it contains over 2 acres, being 600 feet in 
length and 160 feet in width, these figures being based upon the sworn state- 
ment of the engineer of the riparian commission.” 





THE OYSTERMEN’'S OPINION. 

The reporter then followed the water's edge and talked with over twenty own- 
ers of oyster-boats and their captains. They allseemed to be aware of the trap 
that was about to be sprung on them. One of the oldest captains said: “We 
have only recently learned that the sound was to be blocked by driven spiles, 
The bridge people had better build a dam across Arthur Kill and be done with 
it. If nature had placed such an obstruction in the middle of the channel at the 
point suggested the Government would have been obliged to remove it long 
ago. The gist of the thing is that the bridge is not to be built se as not toin- 
terfere with commerce, but commerce is to be regulated so as not to interfere 
with the bridge. Congress, asa rule, seems to be down on American commerce, 
and is going now to let an Englishman block us up worse than ever.” 

Mr. William P. Clyde, No. 35 Broadway, said: “I have no objection to a 
proper kind of bridge across Arthur Kill, but if the stream is blocked up with 
spiles there will be trouble. More I declineto say.’’ From an authentic source 
it is learned that the Clyde lines carry $65,000 of freight daily through Arthur 
Kill Sound. In all $5,000,000 of freight is carried by the steam linesevery month, 

WHAT COAL SHIPPERS SAY. 

Messrs. Berwind, White & Co., No. 55 Broadway, are the largest miners and 
shippers of bituminous coal in this country. Last year 600,000 tons of their coal 
was brought through Arthur Kill Sound. Mr. Berwind said: ‘ We have felt 
that the bridge must come, but we are strongly opposed to one with a draw. It 
should be at least 70 feet above the surface of the water.” 

Capt. Henry Hoffman, the superintendent of the harbor work of Berwind, 
White & Co., said: ‘The proposed bridge is going todo incalculable damage to 
the commerce of New York—far more harm than it will doto Jersey. Thiscity 
is the great central shipping point. I know some of the bridge builders, and 
they say it is to be built of spiles driven in the center of the channel. This will 
practically block up the sound. Both the sailing and steam traffic will be dis- 
astrously affected. The fleets of oyster-boats can not beat through a draw 
against a head wind. They will lose days of time every year. The spile pier 
in winter will create ice, and catch enough to block the draws. As the sound 
is now we have the greatest trouble with ice for several months every year. 
There are thousands of men who make a living on the souud because it is now 
open; but shut it up, as is contemplated, and the poor man, of course, goes by 
the board. As faras the coal traflic is concerned, it is impossible to bring the 
coal to the city as cheaply or as safely asthrough Arthur Kill. When we are 
forced by the ice to go outside of Staten Island we have to load our boats with 
one-fourth less coal, and the danger is increased four hundredfold. When east 
winds prevail we do not dare to make the outside route.” 

A GREAT EXPENSE TO NAVIGATORS, 

How about the tows of coal coming to this city ? 

“The usual tows consist of from thirty to forty boats. I have seen forty-eight 
boats in one tow. Each boat is loaded with 300 tons of coal. Thus a tow of 
thirty-five boats is laden with 10,500 tonsof coal. According tothe weather and 
tides, from one to three tugsare used. The boats are four abreast and string out 
a great length. The line from the tow to the tugs is about 120 fathoms, say 720 
feet. This length of line is necessary. It will be impossible to get such tows 
through the draw, because the boats sheer and swing in the cross current where 
the bridge is to be built. Extra tugs will have to be located there to assist the 
reguiar tugs in getting the tow through the draw. The expense will be greatly 
increased, and, of course, prices will have to be advanced. The additional ex- 
pense between a draw-bridge and one to span the Kill will be but a flea-bite to 
what the navigators will have to expend yearly if the channel is blocked up 
with spiles. These are the facts, and no one can truthfully contradict them.” 


Again. The State of New Jersey is the owner of the riparian right 
of nearly 12 miles of water front from Elizabethport to Perth Amboy, 
having a present value of $10 per front foot and a prospective value 
almost incalculable, the proceeds of which are pledged to the school 
fund of the State, and whose value would be vastly decreased by the 
proposed bridge structure. In the judgment of many prominent gen- 
tlemen—whose judgment in these matters is superior to my own—con- 
sidering the pecuniary interests the State has in these lands, it could 
better afford to build a tunnel atitsown cost and expense and present 
it to the railway companies desiring to use it than to suffer the loss 
which the proposed bill will entail. 

It is estimated that 95 per cent. of all the coal distributed through the 
New England States is transported by boat through Long Island Sound, 
a large proportion of which first passes through Staten Island Sound. 
Although the coal fields have direct communication by rail with New 
England, the railways have not been able to compete successfully with 
the cheap water transportation to the New England ports. Any ob- 
struction to this water commerce is an additional] charge upon coal prod- 
ucts to all points east of New York. 

This proposed bridge is to have a center pier 580 feet in length par- 
allel with the channel. And this long center pier is the very thing 
which the mariner so greatly dreads. Any Senator who has crossed 
the East River between New York and Brooklyn when the tide begins 
to ebb can form an approximate idea of the force of the current through 
the narrowest part of this stream again narrowed down to 400 feet by 
the bridge structure. The tide will run through this narrow water 
way (now like a mill-race) with increased velocity, making navigation 
very dangerous if not well-nigh impossible. 

The present method of navigation in the sound is by long tows of 
thirty or forty boats, each containing 300 tons, more or less, drawn by 
one or two steamboats of great power. ‘These boats enter the kills at 
Raritan Bay, and start upward when the tide begins to flow, having 
the assistance of the tide or slackwater until they reach Long Island 
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Sound. In the opinion of those who navigate the sound, by reason By the cession of Alsace and Lorraine France lost the connection |). 
of the center pier of the bridge or the approaches thereto in this tort- | tweenthe northern tributaries of the Rhone and the Rhine, which we, 
uous stream, with long, snake-like tows, it would be necessary to use | united at Strasburg. She set to work without delay to reunite thes. 
the ebb tide instead of the flow, thereby increasing the cost and delay | two lines of communication by a new canal constructed on their «i: 
in navigation more than 100 per cent. As explained by one mariner, | of the Vosges, the estimated cost of which was sixty-five million fra 

a steamboat would be required at the rear end of the tow to steer it | This workmust now be complete or drawing toward completion. [5 
through the passage. Another says, if running with the tide and the | the Russians have been at work converting St. Petersburg into a « 
draw be not open, 2s will be often the case, these frail and heavy-leaded | port’ by a canal 20 miles in length. At the mouths of the Danul:. 
canal-boats would be forced against the bridge and with certainty be | the Mississippi great improvements have been carried out with mar\ 
wrecked. He even predicts that the stream itself will be absolutely | success, giving to the Danube 20 feet of water in place of 9 feet, ; 
closed at times by reason of sunken wrecks. increasing the low-water depths of the Mississippi from § feet | 

In proof of this he cites the conditions which existed at the Raritan | feet, with the result that the exports from New Orleans have incre, 
bridge when first built, when the attempt was made to pass the draw | manyfold. Manchester is about 40 miles from Liverpool, with six | 
at an ebb tide which was followed by the wreck of many boats. The | of railway connecting the two cities, yet it is proposed to connect 
practice now is to anchor the tows above the bridge, at great loss of | two cities by a ship-canal to cost $40,000,000, as the numerous ra 
time, and go through the draw against the tide. They then pass into | lines are deemed insufficient to transport economically heavy and |)! 
Arthur Kill and approach the proposed bridge with the conditions ex- | merchandise. In this connection I desire to read a statement by \ 
actly reversed. They must then anchor again until the tide changes, W. R. King, one of the ablest of the Corps of Engineers of the Uy 
or take the chances of safely passing the pier, and that, too, in a cur- | States Army: 
rent much stronger than at the Raritan bridge. 

Again, if an upward-bound tow should anchor below the bridge for 
the reason stated, all commerce in the opposite direction would neces- 
sarily be impeded, for the stream is too narrow at this point to permit 
them to pass safely. 





This isevident from the experience in older countries, for although we 
| our own estimation, a wonderful nation, we are not exempt from the | 
nature, and will probably obey “ manifest destiny ” about as others have «, 
before us, and we are not so wise but that we may profitably take lessons (; 
| their experience. France, for example, with an area about four-fifths a; 
as our State apc and a population thirteen times vag than that 
ail eel maint a aaa ne 7 . ll United States, has 18,000 miles of railway, or about 1 mile of railway to 1! 
Again, the traffic over the railroad owning this proposed bridge, con- of territory, while the United States have only 1 mile of railway to 29 mil. 
sisting of passenger and freight trains, will necessarily be very large, | territory. 
and the draw will of necessity be closed a great portion of the time. It Notwithstanding these facts, and the enormous strain — her finance 
ala. nome : heels a is : : war expenses and indemnity, France is expending sums on her water w: 
takes several minutes to open and close the draw. It is plain, then, that would make our short-sighted economists how! with alarm. 
this wealthy railroad corporation, secure in its power by its being given 
control of the bridge, can not do its own business without disregarding 
its obligations toward its weaker competitor, a part of whose rights it 
has already taken away under the protection’ of the law and obstructs 
its operations. With the incessant passage of trains vessels must be de- 
layed for hours, time which they can not make up, and which must 
— ———s loss to men who re not able commonly to aaae it. since the foundation of the Government. This last, including all unexpenc 
The only question the committee seem to have considered is not | balances, amounts to only $136,112,576, and if we include the $31,621,423, whi: 
whether the bridge will seriously interfere with commerce, but whether | covers all tat has Soom ose by a ped private ee ;> riv 
: am : : : improvements, se far as can ascertained, the amount would still be o1!: 
: one e shall be regulated so as not to interfere with the bridge. £167,134,000, or $3,000,000 less than this one appropriation by the French. 
Yo illustrate further, over one hundred thousand vessels annually pass Germany affords another excellentexample of how river navigation ough: 
through the sound, or three hundred and thirty vessels every twelve | be developed. With an area almost equal to that of France, and only onc se, 


hours. The trains of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad alone (if no other eee olen aelten non Delt nical coer So eres 
road avails itself of the privileges the bill confers), if equal to the pres- | instead of 1 to 29.as we have. ° She finds it advantageous, however, to experi 
ent business of the Pennsylvania line (and it would scarcely be willing | far greater sums for river improvements than the most enthusiastic advocate 0/ 
to concede it to be less), would require to pass over the bridge over three nanan aan akaeee at com ee of cores Son cea 
hundred trains per day, or say two hundred trains within the twelve | she has expended $20,000,000, and Iam informed thai a cable-towage compan; 
working hours by water. Allowing fifteen minutes to both open and | on one of these rivers, which is too rapid for ordinary navigation, a chain 


close the draw, it would require each working day to be fifty hours long _— sidenote ebekentt hella cand pos tui. settee oo cll a 
to adjust the draw alone, to say nothing of the time required in passing | for long distances. This towage company pays 6 per cent. dividends on its ¢:) 
boats or trains through or over the draw, and to say nothing of the in- eae a Dalnes of ripest eaten wae he ET 
creasing commerce required by 12 miles of new manufacturing enter- | A™mons the ay : se aa 
prises which would aia soon locate on the shores of sane t PR | ee Oe en Can cent Sel anes, wih ones w 
‘Therefore, for the reasons I have stated, any attempt to bridge this sound | »ot pay the cost of transportation by rail. baat 2 ae 
other than by a bridge sufficiently high to permit the commerce to pass ccatshan! Seieht eS ee tendencies of railway companies !)y 
under it, or by a tunnel underneath it, is a mistake so heinous that it * 7 ee oe ‘ > ‘ 
approaches a crime. ¥ : : a : : 
The proposed bridge is to be 32 feet above the low water, and is to| Now, sir, this proposed legislation is based entirely upon the req vc- 
cost $300,000. A tunnel can be made 32 feet below the surface of the | f the parties interested, and the propriety of which issupported sole! 
water, the bed of the sound being solid sandstone, making the grades | UP0 the opinion of Major Gillespie, of the Engineer Corps of the Unite! 
precisely the same, for the sum of six hundred thousand dollars, and even | States Army, who seemingly never resists the plans and purposes 0! 
four hundred thousand has been named as its cost. ‘Through this tun- | Powerfal and wealthy corporations. A reference to Major Gillespie in 
nel, if properly constructed, could pass without interruption all the com- 1884, February 28, exhibits a want of knowledge in the performance 
merce, present and prospective, to and from Staten Island for a hundred | °f his duties, touching the needs and requirements of ewes, Sul 
yearstocome. ‘The tunnel proper would be scarcely as long as thisCap- | #™using. The bill then pending was for two railroad bridges, sim'- 
itol building, it being only 600 feet from shore to shore; and the ap- lar to the one now proposed, to be located one at each end of Arthu: 
hes could he the sh ] level with Kill. As Arthur Kill is the nearest and the necessary outlet for the 
proaches cou open, as the shores are nearly on a level with the , ee Kul) 
water. A bridge 70 feet high and to span the stream without draws | Stet floods of ice from a part of New York Bay, the Kill von Ku!!, 
would be somewhat more expensive because of the approach thereto on Newark Bay, the Hackensack and Passaic Rivers, together with the 
the Jersey shore. However, the question of expense should have no Rahway and Elizabeth Rivers, this ice flee would be forced between 
place in this controversy, for no railroad should be permitted to cross | the two bridges and effectually blockade the sound. And yet he dc 
that stream except above or below the waters, so as not to interfere with clared these two bridges no detriment to commerce, present or prospect: 
its immense commerce. ive. in 1886 he again reported, wma modified and guarded form, and 
In a newly settled country the natural water oo are the only ae vend ee aE ia >on 
highways available for heavy transportation. As population increases e construction prop bridge r the provisions ee SAD will 
and the country is developed railways are built, and, for a time, they | "° ‘™Jutiously affect any interests over which the Government has contr! 
can do all the business required, thus apparently superseding water | With the exception of the report of Major Gillespie, there nowhere 
transportation altogether; but as the wealth and density of population | appears the opinion of any Government or other engineer in support 0! 
still further increase the necessity for water transportation again as- | the position taken. : 
serts itself. So true is this, that now on all sides we find a cry raised | The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Jersey wi!! 
for the improvement and greater use of water ways. The necessity | pause fora moment. It is the duty of the Chair to lay before the Sen- 
for paying increased attention to our inland navigation has been forced | ate the unfinished business, 2 o'@tock having arrived. 
upon the public in this country by the combination which railway Mr. McPHERSON. I think I can finish in a few minutes what I de- 






Vor rivers she proposes to expend 
For canals... se . 
For harbors. 


ES NS DE SEE PSO LAT SEL YE 


to be expended in the immediate future for these improvements ; a sum lary 
than all that has been expended for rivers and harbors by the United Stutcs 


companies have managed so ly to and work for their | sire to say on this point. . 
exclusive benefit. Ts randki Uivcemeiintiienn bemumen, Makadente Mr. FRYE. I ask unanimous consent that the Senator from New 
ency to revert to the older means of transit is noticeable. Throughout | Jersey be permitted to finish. 

the world of commerce the desire for more direct means of conveying The PRESIDENT 


aie If there be no objection the Senator 


goods in bulk prevails. from New Jersey proceed. 
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Mr. McPHERSON. Indirect contradiction, however, to the reason- 
ing and conclusions of Major Gillespie we have the statements and 
ions of several other i civil and military, touching this 
subject. I desire to read a statement of Maj. A. B. Burr, United States 
Government engineer, in charge of Raritan River improvements, whose 
long experience with the commerce of these waters would appear to 
make him a competent authority on this subject: 
posed i i b across Arthur Kill, be- 
sanliaee thehond New Jersey, this propose aa road bridge is to be built 
over the existing channel, which El port, runs between Staten Isl- 
and and New ae empties into Raritan Bay. The bill introduced is for 


a bridge to extend m Elizabeth to Staten Island, with a center pier 500 


feet long parallel with the ving a draw 200 feet wide. To build such 


a bridge at this point at least 300 fect of the water inclosed between these shores | 


will be obstructed by the piling or piers, which will have to be driven or built 
to support the mated. Arthur Kil is very narrow, only 600 feet wide; is one 
of the most important highways for commerce in the vicinity of New York 
Harbor. 

The channel is used by all the vessels whicli transport the commerce originat- 
ing at Elizabethport,and also by all vessels, steamers, boats, barges, and tows 
which go to and come from the many rivers tributary to Arthur Kill, or which 
pass from New York Harbor southward, through the Delaware and»Raritan 
Canal, which with the Raritan River is the connecting link of interstate com- 
merce, between States south of New Jersey and those east. The annual tonnage 
of the canal alone at one time amounted to 5,500,000 tons; it is now diminished 
to 1,800,000 tons on account of shoals in the Raritan River and the unfortunate 
delay at the mouth of this river compelling the tows to wait for certain stages 
of the tide before attempting to pass through the draw of the Long Branch Rail- 
road Com *s bridge; then they experience great difficulty in getting through. 

In 1874 the General Government proposed to improve the channel by dredging 
the channel 400 feet wide, 13 feet deep, mean low water, extended from Shooter's 
Island leading past the wharves at Elizabethport with deflecting dikes on both 
sides of the channel. The opposition to the dikes was so influential that April 
26, 1875, a general order was issued constituting a board of United States engineer 
officers to examine and report a plan for a channel between Stafen Island and 
New Jersey, which board reported November 30, 1875, and in this report is the 
following paragraph : 

“It has been urged that the projected route, by reason of the abrupt termina- 
tion of direction at the eastern end of the dikes, will inconvenience the towage 
companies, while the advantages of a wider, deeper,and shorter channe! only 
about a mile long between dikes more than compensate for the inconveniences 
of this change of direction to the larger elass of vessels. It isquite probable that 
large tows would by preference take the present channel if suitably improved. 
Any proposition to dike in the present channel would doubtless prove a failure, 
as the meeting of Arthur Kill and Kill Von Kull currents would form a shoal 
somewhere between the dikes, or atthe entrance, and thus defeat the purpose 
of theirconstruction. This board placetheir decision not to recommend the dike 
system of improvement already commenced solely on this ground, that what- 
ever may have been the prospective requirements of commerce on this route 
three years ago, its present needs do not iri their opinion call for a 14-foot chan- 
nel at mean low water to be attained by the construction of dikes at large cost. 
On the contrary believe that the existing channel can be sufficiently im- 

present commercial interests by dredging to a depth of 
10 toll feet at mean low water by diminishing its curvature at the Corner Stakes 
Light, and by giving it such width as to permit the passage of large tows, and 
the largest on of sailing vessels in use on these waters without risk of collid- 
ing or peeneine. Wet fore recommend that this deepening and widening 
of the nel be effected in accordance with the plans which we now submit.”’ 

“As the channel in its western and difficult portion was produced by the transit 
of large tows drawn ene and the larger class of propellers, it is presumed 
that when deepened same causes will help maintain that depth and dimin- 
ish the expenditures that will be ppeeed from time to time for dredging.” 

It will be noticed that the board of engineers decided that shoals form some- 
where between the dikes, or at theirentrance. These dikes were to be built par- 
allel with the channel, so that the water could flow past them. Now if shoals 
form around such dikes, which comparatively do not obstruct the flow of water, 
is it not demonstrated that if piles are driven directly across or horizontal tothe 
flow of water of the channel or large piers built with narrow outlets that they 
actasadam, stopping the flow of waterinagreat measure? And in consequence 
shoals will more readily form,and in a short time the channel will diminish 
down to a narrow, in one, by shoals forming around the piers of 
this railroad bridge, causing t inconvenience to the commercial interests of 
the many tributary rivers which rely on this kill as the means of a direct and 
comand deli of their merchandise,and on which the General Govern- 
ment has ex: ae 

The maintenance of deep water and open channel at this point is a matter of 
more than local importance, as it not only concerns the coasting trade of New 
J but also a considerable part of that of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and 
Mary s a great outlet for easy and economical delivery to the manu- 
factories of the nme spe States. . 

The number of which pass through this channel amounts to ninety- 
eight thousand ans a tota! tonnage of 16,500,000 tons, with an esti- 


mated value of as a 
y across this would greatly obstruct the navigation of this chan- 
. pA ye men from Staten Island to New Jersey is only about 600 feet, and 
least 300 feet of that would be occupied by the piers to support the bridge. 
bridge can be built a little farther down Staten Island Sound whieh would 
its center pier pov mae f out of water, resting on Buckwheat Island, a draw 
New Jersey side of the island, and a span reaching from Buckwheat 
toStaten Island. Sucha bridge should have an elevation of at least 70 feet 
mean high 
For verification of commercial statistics I refer to the report of Col. G. L. Gil- 


_ States Engineer Corps, United States Army, Appendix G, pages 
eee 


Srete 


ag 


i 


A. B. BURR, C. E., 
In charge Raritan United States Government Improvement. 

It will thus be seen that Major Burr contradicts flatly almost every 
statement made by Major Gillespie. In a matter of so much i:npor- 
tance as this great water way, with almost double the tonnage of the 
Detroit River, why was not the same course pursued as was done with 
the proposed Detroit River 
construction of the bridge had been made by Government engineers as 
to the and feasibility of the bridge, until finally, and with 
caution, a board of engineers was appointed, five in num- 
ber, consisting of Majors Warren, Comstock, Weitzel, and Merrill, and 
Livermore, who after carefully considering the whole matter, 
although the river tonnage was only about one-half the present ton- 


iH 





water, and would not be an obstruction to the navigation of 


bridge? Several reports favorable to the | 


nageof the Arthur Kill, and although the river was closed to navigation 
four months of each year and the railway interests seemingly almost 
imperative, this board reversed all former decisions, declared against 
the bridge and in favor of a tunnel. 

Now, Mr. President, I have reached that point in the discussion 
where I wish to refer to very many authorities upon this subject, if it 
is the pleasure of the Senate that I should proceed now, or I will wait 
until some other time, as I am very hoarse and it is almost impossible 
for me to speak this morning. Howeverif the Senate would prefer that 
I shall conclude all I have to say on this subject, I will try and worry 
through it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Frye in the chair). 
Senator from New Jersey express any request to the Senate? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I wish to say that the subject to which | wish 
| to refer in my remarks hereafter will be to read from reports of differ- 
|} ent engineers, &c., touching similar improvements which have been 
proposed to be made in other parts of the country, and it may take me 

some little time. 
| 


Does the 


As I say, I am very hoarse, and it is almost impossi- 
ble for me to*speak at all. 

Mr.SEWELL. I suggest to my colleague to let the matte: 
and let the regular order be proceeded with, and he can resume his re 
marks to-morrow in the morning hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Senator from New Jersey re 
frains from addressing the Senate at any greater length at this tim 
the regular order will be presented. 
from New Jersey to determine. 


go over 


It is a matter for the Senator 


Mr. McPHERSON. I desire of ccurse to consult the 
the Senate and the committee. 


convenience ol 
It is well known that I have place: 
| no hinderance or obstacle in the way of the discussion of this measure. 
I desire to have it fairly discussed before the Senate, so that the Senate 
| may fairly understandit. If it is the desire of the Senate that I shall 
go on now, I will continue to do so, and conclude all I have to say about 
the matter. 
| Mr. BLAIR. I was called from the Chamber. I shou 
derstand the condition of the business of the Senaté. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Jersey an 
nounced that he was nearly through with his speech when the hour oi 
2 o’clock arrived, and unanimous consent was given that he might con- 
clude to-day. The Senator from New Jersey now informs the Senate 
that he has numerous quotations or citations to make from authorities 
and that he does not desire to go on further now. 

Mr. BLAIR. Has it been suggested that the quotations be printed 
without reading them ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
tion. 

Mr. BLAIR. If they are all citations of authorities and the Senato1 
has suggested that he is not in a condition to speak, would it be looked 
upon in the light of a favorable suggestion if some one should ask, or if 
he shonld ask, that they be printed without being read? I think con- 
sent would be given. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. It simply amounts to this: We have a regular 
order which I understood was tocome upat 20’clock. When that hour 
arrived the Senator from Maine asked the courtesy of the Senate that I 
might conclude what I had to say on that particular part of the ques- 
tion of which I was then speaking. If it isthe wish of the Senate that 
I shall continue the discussion of the bill to-day, I will continue. If 
it is the wish of the Senate to take up the regular order and then con- 
tinue the discussion of this measure to-morrow in the morning hour, 
I should like to understand it. 

Mr. HARRIS. What is the preference of the Senator from New Jer- 
sey? Does he prefer to go on now? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I wish to say that having occupied the floor for 
an hour and a half, and being somewhatdebilitated and weak, it would 
be very difficult for me to speak longer, and I should prefer to go on 
to-morrow. 

Mr. HARRIS. I cali for the regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular order is called for, and 
will be proceeded with. 





Id like 


to un- 





The Chair has heard no such sugges- 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS AND DEPENDENT RELATIVES. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 

of the bill (S. 1886) for the relief of soldiers of the Jate war honorably 

discharged after six months’ service who are disabled and dependent 

| upon their own labor for support, and of dependent parents of soldiers 
who died in the service or from disabilities contracted therein. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending question is on the mo- 
tion of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON] to recommit 
the bill to the Committee on Pensions with instructions, on which the 
yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. TELLER. The Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] had the 
floor yesterday and I think perhaps had not concluded. I understood 
him to say that he had not. He is not here, but is in attendance on a 
committee near the Senate Chamber. I desire to say a few words, and 
I may say them now, and give way to the Senator from Kansas if he 
shall desire to occupy the floor when he comes in. 

Yesterday I made some allusions to the large amount of money that 





* hands ofa few, whetherthey be corporations or individuals, has a tend- 
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would undoubtedly be necessary to carry out the provisions of the bill 
if it should become a law. I do not desire to have it understood that 
in making that suggestion I was opposing the bill or finding fault with 
it because of that. I only wanted it to go to the country and be thor- 
oughly understood that we can not be generous without being some- 
what expensive. Thatis tosay, if we are going to give to all these peo- 
ple what we claim that we should do, as a matter of generosity, asa 
matter of bounty, and as a matter of propriety and right, it will be a 
very expensive affair, and that we all understand. I did not mean to 
intimate that the Government of the United States was not able to 
meet all these demands as made upon it at anytime. I do not myself 
think that there is any danger but what the Government will be able 
todoso. Ido not myself think that there is any danger of the Gov- 
ernment bankrupting itself in the payment of pensions, although as I 
said I would very much prefer always in voting upon a bill to know 


just exactly what it will cost, and that is always true of a bill which 


is not absolutely required as a legal obligation on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, 

I noticed that yesterday the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHER- 
SON ] inspeaking of this bill, addressing himself to the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. BLarr], said: 

He is certainly aware of the fact that the same Congress which passes this bill 
will be required to raise means for its fulfillment. 

I understand by that that the Senator from New Jersey means ta 
make the declaration that the present financial condition of the country 
will not justify the payment of the sum suggested, $25,000,000 a year; 
that it will become the duty of Congress to devise some method to in- 
crease the amount of money coming into the Treasury in order to meet 


the increased and new obligation created by the passage of the bill. If 


that is true, it affords a reason why we should at least go forward with 
some caution. I do not think it true myself. I donot think that the 
present financial condition of the country justifies the assertion that it 
will be necessary to increase ourrevenues for the purpose of meeting this 
billif it costs even what the Senator supposes it is possible that it may 
cost, $50,000,000 a year. If it costs as much as that it might necessi- 
tate a suspension of some payments that the Government might pay 
and would otherwise make undoubtedly if the bill did not pass, but it 
is not possible if the bill passes that there should be any deficit, at 
least for some time. 

In the first place, these pensions will not all of course come upon us 
at once, The applications will come in gradually and by degrees, and 
money will accumulate in the Treasury as it has been accumulating, to 
meet the expenditures which will be incurred under the bill. 

I do not propose to go into any general financial discussion as to the 
methods of rasing money or as to the propriety of piling upin the 
Treasury Department vast sums of money. I noticed yesterday that 
the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VooRHEES] said that one of the causes 
of strikes was the vast accumulation of money in the hands of indi- 
viduals. I agree with him. The aggregation of vast fortunes in the 


ency to create in this country a feeling of unrest, and it creates a feel- 
ing in the mind of a very large portion of the people that what those 
men have accumulated unduly they must have taken from somebody, 
and that it has come largely from the class of people who have the least 
protection at the hands of the Government, the laboring class. 

So I think that the accumulation of large fortunes in the hands of a 
few people or corporations is an evil. I think that an equal evil is the 
accumulation of a very large amount of money in the Treasury of the 
United States. I think in fact that it is a greater evil than to have 
it in the hands of individuals who make use of it in some way or other. 
It it is in the hands of a corporation it is probably engaged in some 
business which makes the capital available and profitable, and every- 
body has some benefit from the fact that the company has the money. 
Locked up in the United States Treasury it is of no benefit to any per- 
son whatever. 

I find by looking at the Treasury report a statement that when this 
administration came into power in March, 1885, the net balance in the 
Treasury was omy eight million and some odd ‘thousand dollars, to be 
accurate, $8,764,590. ‘To force this net balance the Treasury Depart- 
ment was compelled to carry to the debtor side of the column $100,- 
000,000 of gold lying in the Treasury upon the hypothesis that it might 
be called out of the Treasury for the purpose of the redemption of the 
national notes. So in fact there were $108,000,000 of surplus money 
in the Treasury at that time instead of a net balance of $8,000,000; 
but for the purpose for which I desire to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate it is not necessary that that should be added. 

Starting out with the assumption that $8,000,000 was the net bal- 
ance, I find that when the Treasury Department made its report in No- 
vember, 1885, it stated then that there had accumulated in the Treasury 
some $66,000,000 more than was in the Treasury in the March preced- 
ing. It is fair to presume that this money, if allowed to lie in the 
Treasury, was money not needed, not required for paying the cs a 
tions of the Government or for the guiguanet stadnbadien tes 
of the Government. 

I find by taking the last report issued by the Treasury Department 
in which the accounts are brought up to eS 1886, 





there is a net balance in the Treasury of $106,391,874.06. When you 
consider for a moment the hundred million dollars that is held as a re 
serve for the redemption of national notes, there is in the Aeeasary of 
the United States, or was on the Ist of May, $206,391,874 more t}; 


is required for the purpose of carrying on the Gov ernment of the Unite “d 
States. 


Mr. CAMDEN. Did the last Treasury statement include the hy) 


dred million of reserve? 


Mr. TELLER. The hundred million reserve is not included in th 


The hundred million is treated as a liability and is to be subtracte 
from this amount, because it is found in the liability account. 1}. 
total amount of money in the Treasury was $505,201,319.97. Against 
that in the column of liabilities stands $398,809,445.91. Included 
that liability will be found the hundred millions of bank reserve stated 
as a liability. 


ith 


Of course the Government of the United States can get rid of some 


of this money by calling bonds, for there is a large amount of }onds 


which can be called. The holders of the bonds are not at all anxious 
that they should be called. The Government does not seem to be anx- 
ious that the bonds should be called either, because they have been 


called rather slowly; although I believe there has been a call since |ast 


December of $30,000,000, which has not had the effect I think of dis 
tributing very much money among the people, but on the contrary has 
reduced the amount of money in circulation instead of increasing it. 

I cite this to show that there is no immediate danger of the bank- 
ruptcy of the Government of the United States, if we are pretty liberal! 
in the matter of pensions; and, although I would not want to vote for 


any measure for the express purpose of distributing the money in the 


Treasury, I think it would be a good thing for the business interests of 
this country if $100,000,000 of that money could be distributed at once 
I think a good and wise and economical administration of the affairs of 
the Government requires that at least from one hundred to one hundred 
and fifty millions of that money shquld be paid out at once. 

Mr. President, not only is the $206,391,874, which is held in the 
Treasury serving no particular purpose, except the $100,000,000 which 
is supposed to be held to meet demands*that may possibly, not proba- 
bly, be made by the holders of greenbacks, but there is a large amount 
besides that could be paid out which is held to meet claims that are 
not expected to be presented for many years, ifatall. It is undoubt- 
edly wise for the Government to keep on hand money enough to meet 
all its immediate demands. Beyond that it is not at all necessary that 
the Government should go. Of course, it may be said that the green- 
hacks are a demand on the Government, and that they are a liability 
which must be always considered and calculated upon in determining 
the liabilities of the Government ; and yet everybody understands that 
the Government is no more likely to be called upon to redeem the 
national greenbacks to-day than to redeem the bonds which do not 
mature until 1891. Nobody who was at the head of a great bank 
having its paper out in that way would ever think of holding one- 
third of its issues for the purpose of redemption if it had an income 
independent thereof of $1,000,000 a day ; and there is not a banking 
institution in the United States or in the world in the same financial! 
position that the Treasury of the United States is in that would not 
feel itself justified in paying out $300,000,000, discounting paper to 
that extent, and it would be held a solvent and sound bank in any 
financial circle in the world. 

There need be no apprehenison or alarm thata government which can 
accumulate from March, 1885, to November, 1885, sixty-odd millions ot 
money more than it needed and demanded for its current expenscs ail 
for the discharge of its obligations will not be able to meet any demand 
which may be made upon it by the passage of this bill. 

Mr. President, I see that the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALIS) is 
here, and I have said all I desire to say on this bill at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HArgis in thechair). The ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON | 
that the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Pensions with 1n- 
structions, on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Secretary pruceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BERRY (when the name of Mr. Jones, of Arkansas, was ¢:! Jed). 
My colleague [Mr. Jones, of Arkansas] has been called away on pul- 
lic business. -I understand that he is paired with the Senator trom 
Indiana [Mr. HARRISON]. I do not knéw whether the Senator {rom 
Indiana has voted or not. 

Mr. HARRISON. I did not notice that the Senator from Arkansis 
[Mr. Jones] was absent. I beg to announce a pair with the Senator 
from Arkansas. If he were present, I should vote “ nay.’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DAWES. Iam paired for the day with the Senator from Texas 
[Mr. MAxey]. If he were present, I should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. meagee se Iam paired with the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. 
WwW 

Mr. PALMER. Iam paired with the Senator from North Carolina 
affairs | [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. BUTLER. I am paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. My colleague [Mr. Saprn] is paired with the 
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Senator from West Virginia [Mr. KENNA]. 
he would vote ‘‘ nay.”’ , 
Mr. CAMDEN. I am paired with the Senator from Connecticut 
{Mr. PLatt], who is unavoidably absent. : ‘ 
Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator from Texas [Mr. Coke] ispaired with 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Evarts]. If present, the Senator 
from Texas would vote ‘‘ yea’’ on this proposition. 
The result was announced—yeas 14, nays 28; as follows: 


If my colleague were here, 


YEAS—Il4. 
Beck, Cockrell, Harris, Saulsbury, 
Berry, Gibson, McPherson, Vest. 
Blackburn, Gorman, Pugh, 
Call, Hampton, Ransom, 
NAYS—23. 

Aldrich, Hale, Miller, Sherman, 
Blair, Hawley, Mitchell of Oreg., Spooner, 
Brown, Ingalls, Morrill, Stanford, 
Conger, Logan, Piumb, Teller, 
Doiph, MeMillan, Riddleberger, Voorhees, 
Frye, Mahone, Sawyer, Walthall, 
George, Manderson, Sewell, Wilson of Iowa. 

ABSENT—H. 
Allison, Dawes, Jones of Arkansas, Pike, 
Bowen, Edmunds, Jones of Florida, Platt, 
Butler, Eustis, Jones of Nevada, Sabin, 
Camden, Evarts, Kenna, Vance, 
Cameron, Fair, Maxey, Van Wyck, 
Chace, Gray, Mitchell of Pa., Whitthorne, 
Coke, Harrison, Morgan, Wilson of Md, 
Colquitt, Hearst, Palmer, 
Cullom, Hoar, Payne, 


So the motion to recommit was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now is on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLArr] to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let that be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read. 

TheSEcRETARY. The amendment is tostrike out of the amendment 
proposed by Mr. VAN Wyck all after the words “‘ Provided further”’ 
and to insert: 


That no pension paid under any law to any soldier hereafter shall be rated at 
less than $4 per month. 

Mr. GEORGE. Is the amendment before the Senate now the one 
offered by the Senator from New Hampshire ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment now before the Sen- 
ate is the amendment proposed by the Senator from New Hampshire 
{ Mr. Wren} to the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska [ Mr. 
VAN Wyck}, which has just been read. It is practically to strike out 
“eight’’ and insert ‘‘four.’? The amendment will be again read, in 
order that the Senate may understand the precise question. 

The Secretary read the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to inquire to what amendment that is offered 
as an amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is an amendment to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. 

Mr. LOGAN. What is that amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSecretary will report the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Nebraska. 

The SECRETARY. The amendment proposed by Mr. VAN WYCK is, 
at the end of section 1 to add the following proviso: 

nae Surther, That no soldier under this act shall receive less than $8 per 
mon 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Nebraska. Now the Secretary will report the amend- 
ment to it proposed by the Senator from New Hampshire. 

The SECRETARY. The amendment of Mr. BLArr is to strike out 
all after the words “‘ Provided further’? and insert: 


That no pemeion paid under any law to any soldier hereafter shall be rated at 
less than $4 per month. 


Mr. LOGAN. I ask the Senator why not amend that so as to pro- 
aaar no soldier heretofore or hereafter shall be pensioned at less 
t 

Mr. BLAIR. Thatis what itis; but that language would make more 
words. The amendment of the Senator from Nebraska applies only to 
those who may be pensioned under this act, and if it is adopted just as 
offered it will give to all a pension of not less than $8. The amend- 
ment to the amendment moved by myself is that no soldier pensioned 
under any law, this or any former act, shall hereafter be paid a less pen- 
sion than $4 per month. So if this amendment to the amendment be 
opted and then the amendment be adopted as amended and become 

of the bill, the law will be that no soldier pensioned shall be paid 
pension of less than $4 a month. 


Be 


Mr. HOAR. May Lask the Senator from New Hampshire why when 
the rest of the bill applies to soldiers and sailors all through, the amend- 


only to soldiers ? 
z ofr BLATIC. "The word ‘sailors’? may be inserted so as to read 
Soldiers or sailors."’ I will modify my amendment so as to include 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amendment 
will be so modified. 
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I moved an amend- 





















Mr. LOGAN. Idesire to move an amendment. 
ment the other day providing $8 per month. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairsuggests tothe Senator that 
the amendment is not now in order, as it would be in the third degree. 
The pending question is onan amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. LOGAN. I understand that, but I think I can offer it so that 
it will be in order. Day before yesterday I offered an amendment ap- 
plicable to pensions under this and all other laws, providing that no 
pension should be rated at less than $8. It was voted down. The 
proposition now is to rate them at $4. I move to substitute for the 
amendment and the pending amendment to the amendment the words 
used in my former amendment, changing the amount to not less than 
$6. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator can give notice of his 
intention to offer such an amendment, but the amendment is not now 
in order. The pending question is upon the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire [Mr. BLAIR] to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]; a further amendment would 
be in the third degree and therefore out of order at this time. 

Mr. LOGAN. A substitute for both, then 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Would not be in order at this time. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well. I hope this will be voted down, and then 
I shall offer an amendment for $6. 

Mr. INGALLS. Iask the Senator from New Hampshire to advise 
the Senate what persons are specified and what classes enumerated in 
section 4693 of the Revised Statutes as pensionable. 

Mr. BLAIR. Has the Senator the Statutes before him ? 

Mr. INGALLS. I have not. 

Mr. BLAIR. That is the general statute, under which soldiers, sail- 
ors, and others connected with the Army are pensioned for their par- 
ticipation in the war of 1861. I have the provision here in the compi- 
lation of the pension laws. 

Mr. INGALLS. I have found the Revised Statutes. 
includes soldiers, sailors, and marines. 

Mr. BLAIR. And militia. 

Mr. INGALLS. And militia. NowIam unable to see, that being 
the case, why a proviso should be attached to the bill declaring that 
only one of the enumerated classes shall receive a minimum pension. 
I ask the Senator from New Hampshire if there is any reason for that 
or if that was the intention of the committee? Otherwise I suggest to 
him that the word ‘‘soldier’’ should be left out and the provision sim- 
ply be ‘‘that no pension paid under this act shall be less than $8 a 
month.’’ 

Mr, BLAIR. Or “ paid under any act.’’ 

Mr. INGALLS. ‘‘ Under any act;’’ but I do not want to vote for 
that. 

Mr. BLAIR. The bill came from the committee with none of that 
matter with reference to the minimum limit of pensions. One was of- 
fered by the Senator from Illinois proposing to fix the lowest pension 
at $8amonth. An amendment was moved to another amendment of- 
fered by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN WyYCcK] to the same ef- 
fect, substituting $4 for $8. That amendment was moved by myself, 
and it was voted down, as was the general amendment of the Senator 
from Illinois making the minimum of any pension $8 payable under 
any act. 

The effort that I am making is to fix that minimum at $4 rather 
than at. $8, if any legislation takes place on the subject at all. The 
committee has recommended none whatever; and if all these amend- 
ments are negatived the bill will then stand as it came from the com- 
mittee. 

What the Senator from Kansas says is quite true, that if the amend- 
ment to the amendment that I offered should be adopted it would be 
better to substitute another which would include all the cases covered 
by section 4693 of the Revised Statutes. There are but very few that 
would be embraced more than are already embraced in the language of 
the amendmentas it stands. These classes I can specify to the Senate: 

First. Any officer of the Army, including regulars, volunteers, and militia, or 
any officer in the Navy or Marine Corps, or any enlisted man, &c. 





Section 4693 


That is in one section; in another: 


Any master serving on a gunboat, or any pilot, engineer, sailor, or other per- 
son not regularly mustered, &c. 

Third. Any person not an enlisted soldier in the Army, serving for the time 
being as a member of the militia of any State, under orders of an officer of the 
United States, &c. 


The fourth class: 


Any acting assistant or contract surgeon disabled. 


And the like. And— 


Any provost-marshal, deputy provost-marshal, or enrolling officer disabled, 


Perhaps I had better substitute for the words 
word “‘ person.’’ 

Mr. INGALLS. The better way would be to strike out all the quali- 
fying words after ‘‘pension’’ and let the proviso apply simply to pen- 
sions, declaring what shall be the lowest rate of pension under the act. 
If the Secretary will read the amendment, it will appear that by strik- 
ing out three or four words the object the Senator desires will be at- 


** soldier or sailor’’ the 
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tained, leaving the provision a general one, applicable to all persons 
entitled to pension. 

Mr. BLAIR. That is what I desire. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment suggested by the 
Senator from Kansas will be read. 

The SECRETARY. Itis proposed tostrike out of the pending amend- 
ment the words ‘‘to any soldier or sailor;’’ so as to read: 

That no pension paid under any law hereafter shall be rated at less than $4 
per month. 

Mr. BLAIR. That will cover it all and will include everything. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hampshire 
80 modifies the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. LOGAN. I suggest to the Senator that the amendment may be 
changed to some other sum. The word “‘persons’’ applies to all per- 
sens. 

Mr. BLAIR. ‘“‘ Pension” is the word. 

Mr. LOGAN. Then it would apply to all pensions, whether given 
to children, to soldiers, or to sailors. You have got to make a distine- 
tion and use the words “‘soldiers, sailors, and marines,’’ so that it will 
apply to them and not interfere with the pensions of children. 

Mr. BLAIR. There is a bill already pending proposing to increase 
the pensions of minor children to $4 per month, and hence there is no 
class, so far as I know, that would not be included and by proposed 
legislation is not already included at as high a rate as $4. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, if this amendment shall prevail the 
entire practice of the Pension Office will be inverted. The rule now is 
to take the highest rate paid as the unit and grade downward from 
that. Seventy-two dollars being the rate for total disability or help- 
lessness requiring the continual attendance of another person, all other 
grades are established by rating downward from that to the lowest sum, 
which is $1 permonth. If we establish a minimum rate four times the 
amount now paid we dislocate the entire system, and it will require a 
rerating of all pensions upon an entirely novel basis. I assume that the 
Senator from New Hampshire does not want to do that. 

Mr. BLAIR. I would suggest to the Senator that the amendment 
to which he is really speaking is that of the Senator from Nebraska, 
which proposes to fix the minimum at $8, and I moved to modify that 
by fixing it at $4. I do not say that I care whether either amendment 
is adopted. 

M r. ING ALLS. 
as the minimum. 

Mr. BLAIR. There are twenty-five or thirty thousand small cases 
less than $4, and it seems to be rather trifling with a man to give him 
such an infinitesimal sum. 

Mr. INGALLS. Ithink the man who trifles is the man who applies 
for a pension under these circumstances, a man who is not disabled at 
all practically but merely technically, who has had some little trifling 
mutilation, or some sear, or some sort of bodily hurt that does not at 
all interfere with his capacity to earn his livelihood or transact his busi- 
ness insomuch that when you come to what his condition is physically 
by medical examination, taking the highest rate of total disability as 
the unit, it is determined that he is entitled to $1 a month as a pen- 
sion. The trifling is with the man who applies for it, and not with 
the system that gives it to him. And instead of saying that the man 
who now gets a dollar a month after having been examined bya board 
of surgeons sworn to discharge their duty shall have $4 a month, the 
wiser and better and more patriotic course would be to say that no 
man who can establish a claim to no higher disability than that shall 
receive any pension at all. 

There is not any reason or justice in saying that those men who 
have technically established a claim to a pension that does not dis- 
able them or impair their capacity for earning a livelihood shall be 
increased cither to $4 or to $8 per month. It is an injustice to those 
men who have been disabled. I do not regard it at all as trifling on 
the part of those who have the control of this business when they de- 
cide, after an examination of all the facts in the case, that a man is 
entitled to but $1 a month. 

Mr. President, inasmuch as the Senator from New Hampshire de- 
clares that both these amendments are excrescences on this bill; that 
they are interpolations not considered by the committee, not desired 
by the committee, but put on here for some reason after the bill reaches 
the Senate—I will not say with what object or purpose or with what 
design or with what intent, but placed here illogically and without 
any concurrence on the part of the comnittee—I hope neither of them 
will be agreed to, and that we shall be enabled to come down to the 
simple proposition involved in this bill, and that is, whether or not 
the man who has served in the Army of the United States and not 
been disabled, but is subsequently incapacitated by disease from ob- 
taining a livelihood for himself, shall be on the pension-roll, 
rather than become an object of public charity, without being com- 
pelled to prove that-his disability resulted from his military service. 
I therefore move to lay this amendment on the table. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I trust the Senator will not press that motion. 

Mr. INGALLS. I withdraw the motion if the Senator desires to 

k 


speak. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes, sir; only fora moment. I did not intend 


The principle is the same whether $4 or $8 is fixed 
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to say anything more on this amendment or the features connect.) 
with it or what might follow as a necessary consequence from it. },. 
yond, before the question is put on the amendment to the amendnyey; 
explaining more fully the state of the case. ; 

‘The Senator from Kansas says that this amendment comes here w);)). 
out action of the committee and that it is an excrescence upon ¢)), 
bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. I took what the Senator from New Hampst 
said. 

Mr. BLAIR. I did not say it was an excrescence. 

Mr. INGALLS. That was an inference. 

Mr. BLAIR. Then you could not have taken it from what I sj 

Mr. INGALLS. The remark I made was based on what you sii] 

Mr. BLAIR. I said it had not been considered or recommended } 
the committee, which is true; but the committee would hardly be jy<. 
tified in taking the ground that an amendment offered in the Seiat, 
was necessarily an excrescence upon their work. Itis very liable to je 
a great improvement upon it. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I took occasion at one time in the discussion t, 
state that this matter of the amount of pensions was not, as I und 
stood it, adjudicated upon by the committee. There are two proj, 
tions as to the amount, and in order to make myself clear I will repea: 
what Isaid before. I introduced three amendments to this bill for the 
purpose of establishing the point sought to be arrived at b 
all three would bear interpretation on the theory which we supposed 
properly attached to this bill. 

The case referred to by the Senator from Kansas yesterday very prop- 
erly was that of an injury to a man who had labored at the profession 
of the law, or medicine if you please, or as an editor, by his losing his 
fingers inthe service. If aman loses any portion of his limbs or isdis. 
abled, it makes no difference whether he may have been ten days in 
the service or served four years, it is an actual injury for which the « 
isting law says he shall have a pension. 

Mr. INGALLS. Specifically. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Specifically; no matter whether he is rich o: 
poor, no matter whether he served ten days or four years, he gets no 
more and no less for that injury. But now we propose to establish an 
other class of pensioners, which are service pensions subject to condi 
tions. This service pension requiressix months’ service. If aman ha 
served five months and twenty-nine days, no matter what the extent 
of his disability, under this bill he does not get a pension. He must 
have served six months; and then there are two other conditions, that 
he shall be dependent and that he shall be disabled. My idea always 
has been in a bill of this kind that a man’s disability should amount 
to an inability to procure his livelihood by his labor, and I suppose 
that a soldier who did not come within that condition first of six 
months’ service and then disability to earn a livelihood should no‘ 
placed on the pension-roll. That has always been my notion of a pen 
sion of this kind. 

We start with the theory of benefiting those who actually need 
account of their necessity, because they are unable to procure 1! 
daily bread by daily labor... Any disability less than that should 10: 
place a person on the pension-roll. Any disability greater than tha! 
because it could be no greater, should entitle him to no greater pen- 
sion. It must be incapacity, no matter what the cause, to procure 
daily bread by his daily labor; and when you find a case of that kind 
it is total incapacity. Anything less than that, in my judgment, shou!!! 
never be placed on the pension-roll. 

That is the point from which we start on this matter. The: 
question is, shall it be a uniform pension? So I always suppose, | 
supposed every service pension should be a uniform pension. | 511) 
posed it was to be $10. If the disability is not entitled to that, |: 
entitled to nothing. No matter whether it proceeds from prosira\ou 
or asthma or consumptiou, or whether it be both legs off or both arn 
off, it is incapacity to work. Hence it was that in this class of pen 
sions I suggested that the rate of disability should be to incapaciiite 
for obtaining a livelihood by labor, and by that was nreant a com)!cte 
livelihood. If a man was able to go around and do chores for a iv 
days in the week he was incapacitated to earn his complete live!i)o' 
and therefore was completely incapacitated. I thought that projos'- 
tiqn would extend the bounty of this bill to a classof men that the jr» 
ple of the nation were desiring should be benefited, and woo!d re. 
the greater number of cases. Therefore it was that I desired 1-' \ 
settle the class of cases and then the amount of pension to be allowe! 
and I thought I had made myself clear on that matter. y 

With this one amendment standing alone saying the pension s)\..- | 
$8 a month, and with the other parts of the bill remaining tha‘ 

ion may be ed down, I concede there would bean inconsiste)'' 
t would be an injustice to those already on the pension-roll w!« 1. 
be receiving two or three dollars fora disability that under this b:!! )°" 
give $8 for. But that is the point to be ccathlanah and the only poi" 
that I desired by the three or four amendments I submitted to briny |’ 
the consideration of the Senate, whether we should fix this rate a! >"! 
running down to $1, or whether it should be a uniform rate o! >> * 
month. 


The only purpose and the only idea, as I understand, of the American 
e 
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which finds its echo here, should be and is to prevent the spec- 

tacle, revolting to the American people, that there should be a portion 
of their soldiers, from a disability incurred after the service, dying in 
poor-house or begging on the street-corners. That was the purpose 

of the bill, and I did not suppose it was to be extended further than that. 

If a strong, able-bodied man, competent to earn his livelihood, lost 
one finger, or two or three fingers, a disability known and recognized 
under the law, and which yet might not affect his power to earn his 
bread by his own labor, he should not goon the pension-roll. As I 
understand, this bill provides that this class of cases shall go on the 
pension-roll; and therefore the ition I make is not an excres- 
cence, but one of the features of the bill. After we have determined 
class, then comes the question of the amount of pension. There- 
supposed it was perfectly logical, for until the bill appeared 
did not know that the bill was coming from this committee. 
had to add that feature to it. It is true, as the Senator fron. New 
pshire says, it was in the bill of the Forty-eighth Congress. 

I desire to say nothing further than to explain, which I have sought 
in these few words to do, precisely the point whether we shall fix this 
pension at $24, running down to any sum, even as low as $1 or $2 per 
month. If that is its judgment, let theSenatesayso. If it desires the 
other proposition, let that be said. But I did not suppose when it was 
proposed, nordo I think the Grand Army of the Republic ever formu- 
lated, a bill arranged inthis way. They did ask that Congress should 
recognize the claim of disability and dependence on the part of the old 
soldier, even where that disability occurred after the close of the war; 
but I think they never formulated the amount of the payment and 
how it should be graduated. 

I shall be content with what the action of the Senate may be. My 
only object has been to extend its provisions so as to reach the greatest 
number of ing and desirable cases. I dread to submit the claims 
of soldiers for disabilities incurred in the service or afterwards to any 
Pension Department, no matter under what administration, for un- 
fortunately it is the case that generally their sympathies somehow or 
other seem to be against the claim of the soldier, and if there be a doubt 
in the evidence it is generally resolved against the soldier; and if there 
is any doubt as to the amount of the money which should be allowed 
because of the disability, the general tendency seems to be to fix it at 
the lowest amount. Therefore I think justice would be nearer done to 
the people and to the claimants of this bounty by fixing in the law a 
uniform amount to be paid to each pensioner. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I have only a word or two to say in op- 
position to the principles of this bill, while I will vote for the amend- 
ment reducing the minimum pension rate from $8 to $4 per month. 

Heretofore all pensions have been limited to those persons who have 
been injured in the service of the United States or whose present ail- 
ment can be traced distinctly to disease originating in the service. 
This bill proposes to pension all men who were in the military or naval 
service for a period of six months and have been honorably discharged 
therefrom who now depend upon their own exertion for support, if they 
should happen to be injured at any time either this year or hereafter. 
That is a very wide departure from any class of injuries or ailments 
that has been considered pensionable heretofore. In other words, this 
bill proposes to pension men who may never have heard a gun fired, 
who may never have been exposed to danger or risk in any form in the 
military or naval service. He may have been stationed in New York 
or Boston in some quartermaster or commissary establishment in the 
service of the United States, and may have been discharged honorably 
after six months’ service. after receiving full pay for his work with- 
out ever having been within 100 miles of an enemy. He may be, as 
was suggested yesterday, a lawyer in full practice, earning annually 
$5,000, or, to use my illustration of yesterday, a stenographer at our 
desk making three or four thousand dollars a year; and yet, if in open- 
ma door or riding in his buggy he loses a little finger by accident 
(which would have made him pensionable if it had been lost by a gun- 
shot wound or any other accident while he was in the military or naval 
service) he is to be because that is a physical disability and 
he is making his living by his labor, whether at the bar, in the pulpit, 


peut 


: wound from the enemy he had lost his 
little finger he would be pensionable, and if by mashing it in the door 
of his house he loses it to-morrow, more than twenty years after he left 
the service, having been a healthy and unhurt man, having never heard 
a gun ae, ewes occupied a safe position during the six months he 
served, he is to be i at not less than $8 a month, and his wife 
and children are also to be pensi after he is dead. 

I have heard of men cutting off their fingers during the late war to 
avoid the draft. There may be men in this country who would be 
glad to lose a little iinger to secure a pension of $8 a month for them- 
‘Selves and their wives and their minor children. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator does not understand that the bill provides 


ee OS oth or more. 
. I understand that is the amendment of the Senator 
from Nebraska [Mr. Vaw Wyck]. 


Mr. BLAIR. But it is not in the bill. 
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Mr. BECK. Itis the proposition we are now required to vote on. 
The loss of a finger now by a man twenty-five years after his discharge 
from the service will entitle him to a pension, and the minimum shall 
be $8 a month if the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska pre- 
vails and $4 if it does not. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Will the Senator allow me a moment? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I suggested that the pensions be uniform at $8, 
and that no person shall be entitled to a pension unless his disability 
is to the extent of incapacity to obtain his livelihood by his labor. 

Mr. BECK. That is not the provision of the bill. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I tried to explain that that was not the provision 
of the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator describes a disability now which under 
existing law is pensionable at $72. So this bill, if it should pass and 
pass in the way the Senator from Nebraska explains that he wants to 
have it passed, would cover the cases of two hundred and forty or two 
hundred and fifty thousand now on the roll. It would cover nine hun- 
dred and thirty eases, if that number can be found, who have that dis- 
ability not contracted in the service, but who had rendered service to 
the country, so that it would be no bili at all to reach the poor. 

Mr. BECK. The $4 a month proposed by the Senator from New 
Hampshire is less objectionable than the $8, and therefore I shall vote 
with him that far. That was really about all I rose to say. 

But I think the principle of the bill, extending beyond disabilities in- 
eurred in the service and carrying the pension-roll to a point that there 
is no warrant for in either reason, or justice is objectionable. 

Up to this time no one who was in the service ever expecte: that it 
would be carried to the length now proposed. The pension-roll is now 
a very heavy one. I know complaint is made against all of us whode-. 
sire reasonable economy. It is said that we are grumbling about the 
amount of money that is being expended for pensions, yet in spite of all 
these flings, when we consider that $765,000,000 have beeti paid for pen 
sions up to the Ist day of last July, and that all the expenses of this 
Government from the day of General Washington’s inauguration until 
after the inauguration of Mr. Polk, for fifty-five years, for all the ex- 
penses of the Government, including the Army, the Navy, and every- 
thing else, were less than $765,000,000, we can form some idea of the 
magnitude of the sum that has been paid for pensions. And when we 
come to consider still further that it is proposed to pension men who 
have been healthy for years and years after the termination of the war, 
many of whom have rendered no service except being subject to call foi 
six months, and that our present taxation has to he made that much 
more onerous, while it is so adjusted now that all the money comes out 
of the labor of the very poorest of our people who are struggling to make 
a bare living for themselves and their families, the impropriety of such 
legislation will be manifest. 

If this bill passes I hope that a provision will be made requiring th 
wealth of the country to support the people who have become poor be- 
cause of their service to the country in time of war. I think every 
well-regulated government ought to have an income tax at least upon 
incomes over $5,000 a year, and I hope to see attached to this bill in 
the other House, if it can not be done here, a provision that there shal! 
be a graduated tax upon the incomes of the men of wealth of this coun- 
try corresponding with the pension-list, so that the wealth of the coun- 
try shall pay for the services of the soldiers who have lost their health 
in protecting the property which is not now taxed, or at least very in- 
adequately taxed. 

If that were done more care perhaps would be exhibited by very 
many people who are now clamorous for the granting of pensions than 
is now shown when they are to be paid out of the now grievous taxa- 
tion on the poor and all their wants and needs. There is noreason why 
it should not be done. There is no more legitimate tax than a tax 
upon the incomes of the men who have made their money by the meth- 
ods described by the Senator from Texas [ Mr. Coke] yesterday, through 
the watered stock of railroads, protective tariff, class legislation, and 
the ten thousand other devices that have made so many millionaires, 
who manage to avoid taxation altogether, and can therefore very well 
afford to pay a tax on their incomes to pay pensions, instead of raising 
these vast sums as now by taxation on the necessaries of life of the 
poorest of our people in order to increase the wealth of the monopolists 
by increased taxation. But I am not going into that question at this 
time. I only take occasion to express the hope and wish which I have 
stated. I shall vote for the amendment to the amendment, but I am 
not content with the principle of the bill extending bounties and do- 
nations when no injuries were received in the service and no disease 
traceable to the service is even suggested. I shall oppose all such 
measures, believing them to be only devices to maintain unjust and 
oppressive taxation on the industries and labor of the country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendmentof 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLAtr] to the amendment of 
the Senator from Nebraska | Mr. VAN Wyck}. 

The amendment to the amendment. was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment as amended. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now, can I offer my amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is now in order. 
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Mr. LOGAN. 
amendment: 


Very well, sir. I offer, then, as an amendment to the 


Provided, That any pension hereafter allowed or paid to any soldier, sailor, or 
marine under this or any other act shall not be less than $ per month. 

Mr. President, just one word in response to what the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Beck] has said. Of course he did not intend an un- 
fair argument, and I hope he will not consider that I am criticising 
what he has said when I remark that I do not think the argument he 
made and which has so often been made by opponents of pension bills 
is a fair one. Because a soldier has lost his little finger and gets a pen- 
sion for that, to say that this bill is made for the purpose of pensioning 
that class of persons is not a fair argument. Why? It is only occa- 
sionally that you find a person who is disabled in that way. That is 
an exception to the rule. The majority of those who are disabled by 
disease, whether contracted in the service or since the expiration of 
their term of service, are not of that class.’ There might be found a 
few of that class in the country; but there are very few on the pension- 
rolls of that class. It is very seldom that any one is pensioned for the 
loss of a little finger or something of that kind. The majority of those 
pensioned are persons who are disabled by disease, and more that are 
disabled by disease will be pensioned under this bill than of those dis- 
abled by wounds. They contracted the disease probably in the service, 
but they are not capable of proving it, and why? 

Every one who is familiar with the facts connected with the grant- 
ing of pensions knows that the soldier who was disabled early in the 
war or during the war from disease and who went to the hospitals is 
readily pensioned, because such persons have no trouble in proving their 
cases. It is the man who did his duty faithfully, and who when he 
was stricken down by disease that was not considered dangerous re- 
mained in camp and did not go to hospital, who fails to get his pension. 
That class of persons have very hard work to prove their cases. Their 
associates who were living with them in tent during the time, their 
messmates, as they were called, have changed their residences and are 
located in different parts of the country, and the applicant for a pen- 
sion who is not able to find them fails in his testimony, and he fails in 
obtaining his pension, although he deserves it as much as a man who 
was in hospital and who can prove by the hospital records that he was 
sick. This is and has been one of the great troubles in connection with 
very many who are really entitled to pensions. They are not able to 
prove the fact of the contraction of the disease in the service. This bill 
applies to that class of cases. 

‘There is another class of cases to which it applies, as the Senator from 
Kentucky said—persons who have received injuries since the war; but 
when he says that a person who is making his $5,000 a year is included 
in this bill I disagree with him. That is not the case. It is wherea 
person earns his livelihood by his labor and is disabled from doing it 
that he is to be pensioned, not a person who can make $5,000 a year or 
$10,000 or even $500 a year, if that is a competency for him, but it is 
those who are so disabled by disease or injury that they are not capable 
of making for themselves a living. It is that class to which this bill 
applies. 

As I have before stated, I at one time saw a soldier who had served 
through the entire war, a stout, healthy man, and on a Fourth of July 
he was firing a gun and lost both arms in firing that gan. He is not 
competent to make a living of any kind. Both arms are off, one above 
the elbow and one just below. I saw the poor unfortunate man and 
gave him all the assistance I could. That man ought to havea pension; 
he ought to have a pension because he was a soldier who served his 
country, and because by misfortune he has been deprived of the power 
of making for himself a living. I think so at least. 

Now, so far as the amount of pay is concerned, as I said before—and 
I do not desire to repeat at any length—I do not believe that $1, or $2, 
or $3, or $4 is a sufficient pension for a man who is entitled to draw a 
pension at all. I tried to have this pension raised to $8, but I was voted 
down. Of course I shall not bother the Senate by trying it again, but 
the amendment I have now pro is $6 a month. 

The Senator who is in charge of the bill well knows the fact that the 
soldiers of this country know more about the troubles, trials, and 
diseases of one another than any other class of people. They are asso- 
ciated together in their little societies and organizations and they learn 
the ills of one another. They have almost universally throughout this 
country petitioned Congress to do away with these small pensions for 
the very reason I mentioned the other day, that no physician can tell 
the sufferings of these men who have a disease that is not prominent 
and apparent to all, and you have to take the man’s word for it as to 
his suffering. No evidence can be produced to prove the amount of 
suffering. Therefore you must take the man’s word. 
ment can only have his word. His evidence is not considered sufficient. 
Then they rate him. If he walks about and labors somewhat, per- 
forms some labor, they give him $1, or $2, or $3 a month. 

Inmy judgment—and I do not ask any man tobe by my opin- 
ion—it is absurd for the Government to pay a of that character, 
if it pays any atall. I would, as the Senator from Kansas said, rather 
not have a pension, if I was a pensioner, than to be put off with a dol- 
lar a month and have to make out my certificate four times a year for 
a dollar a month or have somebody else to do it if I was not competent 
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to doit. I think it is absurd and preposterous to give a pension of th; 
kind. 

As pensions have been given heretofore, there has, as I said the othe, 
day, been a discrimination made inst the Union soldier, He has 
not received the character of bounty that other soldiers have who hay. 
served this country. I said he had not received land as all other s|- 
diers had. He has not received the rating of pension that all other s,)- 
diers had. He is reduced down from $8 to $1 in many instances, anq 
the others were not. My object was to put them upon the same p|an¢ 
of equality where all other soldiers have been heretofore placed. 

I think $6 is toosmall an amount, but as $8 was not accepted by th. 
Senate I hope, if they will accept any change whatever, they will ado: 
at least the proposition of $6 per month, for if there is any man in t)is 
country who served it for three years or four years or nearly five years 
at $13 per month when money in which he was paid was worth only 
from 37 to 40 cents on the dollar, and has expended all of it and muci) 
more for his family, if he had one, or in supplying himself at times in 
getting provisions that the Government did not furnish—if such a map 
is disabled at all, if this Government can not afford to pay him $72 , 
year for the remainder of his life if he is disabled so that he can not 
make a living, no matter when that misfortune occurred, then | donot 
think that this Government performs its duty toward that unfortunate 


man. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state to the Senator 
from Illinois that the Chair was not aware of the fact when he ruled 
that the Senator’s amendment was in order a few moments since that 
the amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire was itself a sub- 
stitute for the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska. Hence, to 
entertain the amendment of the Senator from Illinois at this time 
would be to propose to strike out what the Senate has by vote just in- 
serted in the amendment; and the opinion of the Chair is upon that 
state of facts that while the bill remains in committee the Senator's 
amendment will not be in order if he intends it as a substitute for the 
amendment of the Senator from Nebraska as amended. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator from New Hampshire offered his as an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. An amendment in the nature of a 
substitute, as the Chair is informed.by the Secretary. 

Mr. LOGAN. I did not so understand. I offered a substitute and 
the Chair said it was out of order. 

Mr. INGALLS. It was a motion to strike out and insert. 

Mr. BLAIR.* It was to strike out all after the words ‘‘ provided 
further,’’ and to insert. ’ 

Mr. LOGAN. It was an amendment to an amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. As the Chair is now advised by the 
Secretary, however, the effect of the Senator’s amendment is to strike 
out precisely what has just been inserted, and to insert other language 
in lien. That being so, it would not be in order while the bill is in 
committee; it will be in order in the Senate. 

Mr. INGALLS. Can not the Senator from Illinois move to strike 
out the word ‘‘four’’ in the amendment and insert ‘‘six?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In view of the fact that the Senate 
has by vote within the last few minutes inserted the word “‘four,’’ the 
Chair thinks it would not be in order to move to strike that out while 
the bill remains in Committee of the Whole. It will certainly be in 
order to do so when the bill is reported to the Senate. 

Mr. LOGAN. I, of course, submit to the opinion of the Chair, but 
at the same time it certainly is an opinion that has not been followed 
in this Senate very gererally. Only day before yesterday the very same 
proposition was entertained by the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the proposition was to strike out 
anything other or in addition to the which has just been in- 
serted the Chair would unhesitatingly hold that the amendment of the 
Senator was in order; but the proposition, as the Chair now understands 
it, is to strike out no more nor less, but precisely what the Senate has 
just inserted, and that being true, the Chair holds that it would not be 
in order to move to strike that out and insert something else. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from Nebraska offered an amendiient 

roposing to establish the minimum rate of pension at $8 in certain 
Ce The Senator from New Ham moved to amend the 
amendment, or to strike out of it all after the words ‘‘ Provided furti:r,’ 
and insert certain limiting the minimum of pensions to $4 p°" 
month. Then when that amendment of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire was to the amendment offered by the Senator from \e- 
braska had amended, and the question then was, will the Senate 
agree to the amendmentoffered by the tor from Nebraska as amended 
upon the motion of the Senator from New Hampshire. Therefore 1 
appears to me that this is still in an amepdable stage. While | diler 
aan from authority so eminent and so long unques- 
as that of the occupant of the chair, I should still venture to s\y 
that inasmuch as the question has not yet been put on agreeing to t!c 
amendment of the Senator from Nebraska asamended, while that is pen'- 
ing the Senator from Illinois would plainly have the right, the par!i:- 
mentary question being undetermined before the Senate, to ask tie 
opinion of the Senate as in Committee of the Whole whether that shou! 
be finally amended by inserting the word ‘six ’’ instead of ‘‘ four. 
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Iam to all these propositions, the eight, the six, and the four; 
but speaking from a parliamentary standpoint, it seems to me, with 
very great deference to the Chair, that the ruling would result in great 
inconvenience, and that the question is still undetermined whether the 
Senate will agree to the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska as 


amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The present occupant of the chair will 
not interpose the question of order. The Senator has suggested it or 
made the question of order, and if there be no objection the Chair will 
entertain the amendment of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. BLAIR. I was about to ask that by unanimous consent the 
amendment be entertained. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks the amendment is 
not technically strictly in order at this time. The question is on the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Illinois to the amendment of 
the Senator from Nebraska as amended. 

Mr. LOGAN. On that amendment I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ' 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, Iam opposed.to all these altera- 
tions of the pension law. I do not believe it is wise policy to adopt 
the provision proposed by the Senator from Nebraska or any of these 
others. The only effect is to take more money out of the Treasury, and 
I shall vote against all these propositions. But I want to say that in 
my opinion the pension laws of this country have been as liberal as 
those of any country on earth, and that we have to-day as large a pen- 
sion-roll as ever was provided for by any country of which I know. 
We have paid out since the close of the war a larger amount of money 
in pensions I suppose than ever was paid in the same length of time by 
any other country on earth. Yet the proposition of this bill and all 
the amendments offered to it is looking to further increase the expendi- 
tures from the public Treasury for the purpose of pensions. 

I appreciate as highly as any person does the service rendered by the 
soldiers of the country, and [ have never knowingly voted against any 
— having a pension who I believed was entitled to it under the 

ws of the land. I voted against the arrears-of-pensions act because 
I believed that that was a mere gratuity, just as this is a bounty, as 
was said yesterday by the senior Senator from Kansas [ Mr. INGALLS]. 
To bounties that are unnecessary, whether in the form of subsidies or 
in the form of additional amounts to soldiers, I am opposed. Unless 
there is an absolute necessity for the expenditure of public money I 
believe we ought not to expend it. 

The time was when in this Senate Chamber the efforts of Senators was 
to scrutinize expenditures and to guard the public interests against 
wastefulness and extravagance; but the tendency to-day is in exactly 
the opposite direction, and our whole legislation is looking to see how 
we can expend the public money. 

I shall not inquire into the motives of the extravagant disposition on 
the part of Congress, either of this House or the other, but I venture 
the remark that with reference to pensions to soldiers the only way to 
stop that would be by a constitutional amendment to deprive all sol- 
diers of a right to vote, of which I would not be in favor, or to provide 
by a constitutional amendment no man who has served in Con- 
gress should ever be eligible to the position of an incumbent of the 
White Hoase. 

We are all human and governed sometimes by our ambition. 
soldiers of this country had no votes to-day you would hear nothing 
about the patriotism which prompted the expenditure of the public 

for the of pensioning soldiers. It is because the sol- 
diers have a vote that their voice is potential in this Hall. We had as 
well speak the truth about this matter. 

There are other people just as worthy asthe soldiers. There are ladies 
in this land who are earning their living by their needle. We do not 
hear talk of pensioning them or providing for their necessities. 

the soldiers are needy, but the country has provided liberally 
them if their inability resulted from service for the country. 
_ If there is man who has not been provided for, whose disabilities 
were incurred in the war, let him be provided for; but this bill pro- 
vides for a service pension. Many of the soldiers are worthy men, and 
the ateantne to deal liberally with them, but there are other peo- 

as worthy. 

We are looking at what we can do with the money in the Treasury. 


e 


I heard a speech y from the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Voor- 
— in which he talked about the beneficial effects of the distribu- 
tion of money. I heard aspeech this morning on the other side of the 


Chamber by the Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER], in which he 
talked about wanting a hundred millions distributed out of the public 

I have not heard a single member of the Senate talk about 
the source from whence this money comes. Where does it come from, 
sir? It comes out of taxes upon the poor people of this country as 


"Tenens the peopl 

at the taxes ie of this country are paying! Look, for 
Sa of the le of this country! What does it 
cost to the I venture the assertion at once 
that it will take a billion to furnish the clothing that is worn 
by the people of this country. It is true that all that clothing is not 






imported, and therefore does not pay duty, but that which is manu- 
factured in this country is protected by the duty upon that which is 
imported, and the price of it is enhanced by reason of the duties put 
upon that which is imported; so upon the billion dollars paid out annu- 
ally for clothing in this country at the rate of 40 per cent. that would 
amount to $400,000,000, which is paid alone upon the clothing of the 
country. Then there are many other articles, articles of diet and of 
food, which are subject to taxation, and almost every article of furni- 
ture. When youcome to the enormous amount of taxes paid directly 
or indirectly by the people of this country it amounts to $400,000,000 
or $500,000,000 annually, and yet you are talking about increasing the 
expenditures of the Government, and therefore increasing necessarily 
the expenses of Government to the people of the country. We ought 
to look rather to a reduction of the expenditures than to an extrava- 
gant expenditure of money. We ought to look to see whether we can 
not reduce the burdens of the people. 

While there may be three or four hundred thousand soldiers whoare 
needy, there are five millions of people equally as needy as they are to- 
day, who are helping to pay the taxes which you are giving away to 
the soldiers and to others. Go through the rural sections of the coun- 
try. There are men and women toiling from early dawn until late at 
night, scarcely able to make a living. They have to pay taxes upon 
their clothing, upon much that they eat, upon all that they have in 
their houses in the shape of furniture, and yet we never turn to look 
to that class of people; it is to some person who has a vote that we can 
secure by appropriations of the public money. 

Fc> one, while I remain in the Senate I shall not vote subsidies nor 
bounties which are not demanded by the public service to any class of 
men, and if the consequence to me is that I am retired from public 
life well and good, I shall have the satisfaction of knowing that while 
serving in the Senate I have followed the dictates of my own judgment 
in that regard and that I have not been influenced by a desire to pro- 
mote my political interests. 

Mr. President, I would do anything that is proper and right to be 
done by the soldiers. As the bill is now amended we are to increase 
the pension of a man who has $1 to $4. The proposition of the Senator 
from Illinois is to increase it to $6. Those men were rated under the 
law at the time when their disabilities occurred or soon after. Many 


are to-day on the pension-rolls who ought not to be there because the dis- 
ability has passed away; and I expect, while I do not know the fact, 


that if there was a perfect scrutiny into the present condition of pension 


affairs there would be found a very considerable percentage of those 


now on the roll and drawing pensions from the Government whose dis- 
abilities have disappeared and who are as able to make their living as 
any other person of the same age in the country. 

I shall not vote for any of these propositions. I might vote fora 
proposition to reduce the amount proposed in the bill, as I would have 
voted for a proposition to reduce the limit from $8 to $4 for the purpose 
of limiting it as far as possible, but against the bill, however amended, 
I shall cast my vote. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I certainly did not intend to occupy 
the time of the Senate any further, but I can not sit quietly by and 
listen to so remarkable a speech as I have just heard from the Senator 
from Delaware without responding very briefly to some of the points 
which he suggests. 

The question as to whether a person shall receive a pension who has 
not been in the Army, because he is poor, is one which I have never 
heard mooted before. I have never known that line to be drawn at all, 
and the suggestion made that the factof a person being in impoverished 
circumstances shall be the only merit which shall cause the Govern- 
ment to give him a pension 

As [understand the Senator, he does not believe that patriotism is 
worthy of his country. He does not believe that because a man served 
his country faithfully he is entitled to any more than one who failed to 
serve it faithfully. He does not believe that agovernment should hold 
out inducements to a man to defend its flag and its honor. He does 
not believe that a man is gifted with any patriotism in his breast, but 
he is a mere machine to be employed for pecuniary gain 

The Senator even insinuates that if it were not that soldiers had votes 
to give at the polls there would be no pensions granted them. I am 
willing that the Senator shall apply that remark to himself. If he 
holds within his breast a heart so bloodless as that, without sympathy 
toward these unfortunates, I am perfectly willing that he shall enjoy 
all the consolation it gives him. : 

But, sir, so far as Iam concerned I do not appeal for pensions for votes. 
I have never appealed for votes on any ground. I appeal for pensions 
on the ground of misfortune, on the ground of sympathy, on the ground 
of charity, on the ground of a duty that the Government owes to its 
preservers and protectors, and upon no other ground; and he who in- 
sinuates that men who have sympathy with the unfortunate soldier 
are only actuated by sinister motives or designs to procure their votes 
has a poorer opinion of honesty and honor thau I desire to have of him. 

Sir, it is the most remarkable statement that I ever listened to, and 
it would have only beenstronger if the ability had been greater. When 
the time comes in this land that men stand up in the Senate Chamber 
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and from the stand point of opposition to the honor of this Government 
declaim against the right of the Government to grant charities or 
bounties to the unfortunate men who have become so in defense of the 
Government which protects them to-day, I say then the of the 
soldier for that class of men ought to cease. How can the ers have 
respect for men who declare that they are entitled to nothing on ac- 
count of having served their country ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If the Senator intends to insinuate that I made 
any such allusion to the soldiers it is not justified by whatI said. I 
said the country had provided liberally for the soldiers, and that if 
there was any disabled soldier in the land who had not been provided 
for he ought to be provided for. 

The Senator certainly could not have listened to my remarks on that 
point, for I want to say that I made no personal application of my gen- 
eral remarks to anybody. If the Senator sees to give it a per- 
sonal application I can not help that. I did not give it any personal 
application. I only made a general statement and a statement which 
I think the people of this country believe to-day, that our action here 
in reference to ions is being influenced to a certain extent at least 
by the very fact that soldiers have votes. I think the country believes 
it. I made no personal application to the Senator from Illinois, but if 
he sees proper to give it a personal application to himself I can not 
avoid it. 

Mr. LOGAN. The latter speech of the Senator is amusing. I did 
not take what he said as personal to myself; I took it as personal to 
every one who was in favor of granting these benefitsto soldiers. I am 
not the only advocate of those unfortunate men; I do not take it to 
myself; but I was only trying to give the Senator to understand what 
he had said so that he might apply that to himself. 

What I said was that the distinction was not drawn by his remarks 
between those who served their country and those who did not; that 
his argument was on the basis that one person was entitled to a pen- 
sion just as much as another if he was unfortunate and poor. That 
was his argument, and that was what I was replying to. It was that 
patriotism had nothing to do with a pension; that service had 
to do with it, and the only question was the want of the individual. 

I was replying to that, and further I wasreplying to the remark which 
he made that because they had votes was the only reason why they 
were pensioned. Ingovernments where they do not vote they are pen- 
sioned. Under the lead of the autocrats of countries where men have 
not been entitled to vote they havealways had pensions. There is not 
a government on earth, whether the soldier votes or does not vote, that 
does not pension the unfortunate soldier, and his widow and orphans 
also. 

I presume there are not very many soldiers perhaps in Delaware who 
have votes, because there are but few people who vote there, for some 
reason or other, I do not know what. In myStateall men -one 
years old who have not disfranchised themselves are entitled to vote, 
whether they have been soldiers or not. There are more people there 
who have not been soldiers than there are who have been soldiers; so 
that if the theory of the Senator is right, that the people believe what 
he says they believe, the soldiers’ vote would amount to very little in 
this country when compared to the vote of those who were not soldiers. 
So the argumentis very light so far as that particular is concerned, as 
well as in other particulars. 

I presume that the women who are widows of soldiers and the chil- 
dren who are the orphans of unfortunate soldiers have no vote in Del- 
aware. They have not in my State. should I or any other Sen- 
ator be in favor of pensioning a widow? because she a 
would be the argument of the Senator from Delaware. Why should 
be in favor of pensioning a child one year old? Because it votes, says 
the Senator from Delaware. Dida man ever hear such an argumen 
fall from the lips of a great statesman before? Ineverdid. Itisnew; 
itis novel. It is an argument which ought to be preserved and handed 
down to be declaimed by boys in schools, that they might learn the pa- 
triotic devotion of men in this country who believe that nothing but a 
desire for votes can cause a Senator to vote for a 6 

What causes Senators here to vote for clearing out branches 
as has been done? Money is appropriated for rivers and 
boats never could float. Is that forthe benefit of the 

i ? 


when those left it whom the soldiers 
very bad grace from any Senator 
et of — and arousing the feelings of 

purpose 
Tacuun teat whea'enadl telaeaie that 

to pay these soldiers had 

back a few years and see when the 
it was done. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I do not intend that the Senator 
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from Illinois shall put me in a false position. I said ing against 

i soldiers who had been wounded in the service. is bill 
is not for that purpose. It is a service-pension bill for disabilities in- 
curred at any time since the service was rendered, and it is that bill to 
which I am opposed. 

I said ly in the remarks which I made that the country had 
provided for the soldiers who were disabled during the war, and that if 
there was any soldier thus disabled who had not been provided for it 
should be done. I spoke against extending the bounty of the Govern- 
ment tomen who were not wounded or whodid not receive any disability 
in the war, men who have become diseased, as every body is liable to be- 
come diseased, since the termination of the war, not traceable to the 
war, but traceable to the afflictions which fall upon humanity. 

I do not intend that the Senator from I}inois shall hold me upas being 
opposed to the pensioning of soldiers under the laws who had receive« 
wounds in the war or who became diseased while in the service of their 
country. It is against extending that, and givingnow what I consider a 
bounty to men who were not wounded in the war, who contracted no 
disease in the war, simply from the fact that they were once in the 
war—it is against the provisions of such a bill that I spoke. 

The Senator seems to talk with some feeling. He was a gallant sol- 
dier in the war and he deserves well of his country, but at the same 
time he is not to be allowed to dictate to everybody else what their 
views shall be, If Senators on this side of the Chamber see proper to 
differ with him it comes very ungraciously from him to say that they 
were unpatriotic and that they have got no patriotism. The simple fact 
that a man wore is not a proof of his patriotism more than the 
man who in any other of the walks of life faithfully discharged his duty 
to his country. 

I defy the Senator to point to any word of mine or to any act of 
mine that was not in consonance and harmony with the inter- 
est of the Government of the country at the time of war. I voted 
the Democratic ticket. If that was evidence of disloyty, I plead 
guilty to it. 

Mr, LOGAN. I did not say anything about disloyalty. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. No duty that I owed to this Government was 
ever omitted, and I have no doubt that I went as far as the Senator to 
discharge my duty. I do not mean to say that I rendered as much 
service, for he was a gallant officer in the war, but I went as far from 
compromising myself with those with whom my country was engaged 
in war as he would have gone. I remember at one time while passing 
through Canada being invited to see certain gentlemen who were there 
as representatives of theconfederategovernment. I positively declined 
to see them, on the ground that I had no right to hold intercourse with 
those who were fighting against the country to which I belonged. 

I declined to see Mr. Thompson, Mr. Clay, and other tlemen. to 
whom I could have been introduced, on the ground that I had no right 
as a citizen of the United States to hold any intercourse whatever with 
the enemies of my country. The imputation in the remarks of the 
Senator that gentlemen who differ with him are not actuated by as loyal 


No, sir; the Senator was not discussing the po- 
sition of the Senator from Delaware at all. He was misrepresenting 
the position, doubtless unintentionally. 


Mr. LOGAN. If I ted the Senator I beg his pardon. I 
did not intend to do so, and I do not think I did. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I say it was doubtless unintentional, but he 


was a 
Mr. AN. One postion the Senator I did not allude to 
for the reason that I not knowit. If I known that he was in 
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who was wounded or disabled in the war or whose disabilities resulted 
from his service in the Army. 

But I think that our bounty should cease at that point. I am not 

i to those who 

ta- 


of life. 

Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator from West Virginia allow me to 
interrupt him? 

Mr. CAMDEN. Certainly. 

Mr. GEORGE. I watessinat the Geunter to ony that he is cppceed 
to service pensions. Did he not vote for the Mexican pension bill last 
year, which was a service and nothing else? 

Mr. CAMDEN. I I voted against it. I know that I was op- 

to it. 

Mr. GEORGE. I am very sorry to hear that you did it. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I voted in committee against it, and I do not hesi- 
tate to say here now that I voted against it in the Senate in the form 


that it finally assumed. I was opposed ‘then, and I am opposed to-day, 
to service pensions to the soldiers of the Mexican war for the very reason 
that if we extend service to the soldiers of the Mexican war 


pensions 
at this time, it will be but a very short period until, upon the same 
principle, service pensions will be granted to the soldiers of the late war. 
pee Fn lapse of time will not be so great, it will be the prece- 
dent os establish a service pension to every soldier of this coun- 
before three years. 

Mr. GEORGE. Then I understand the Senator to say that he is op- 
to a service to the soldiers of the Mexican war because 
it oe a service pension to soldiers of the late war. Is 

? 

Mr. CAMDEN. I will say to the Senator from Mississippi that there 
are exceptions to the rule, which I might concede if it was prudent or 
expedient to do it at this time. There is a great difference between 
pensioning soldiers forty years after the service and pensioning soldiers 
after the service the 
: ees suffering or may be de- 

of the war for the Union 


1 


i 
f 
7 
3 


ee ren eee oo 

some four mil of ; there are in other laboring 
pursuits about five millions more in the te six- 
teen millions of laboring people, one-half of whom perhaps are less able 
to make their own living, let alone contribute bounties to others, than 


the average of the soldiers who camé out of the war uninjured. 
Mr. LOGAN. The soldiers are nearly all laboring men themselves. 
Mr. CAMDEN. I know they are, but we are taxing one class of 


men in the interest of another class of laboring men. 
aan LOGAN. Oh, no; not at all. 


Mr.CAMDEN. I the spirit of patriotism which governed 
those men in intothe Army. I appreciate the spirit of patriotism 
which has been by our volunteer soldiers on every occasion 
when the country has demanded their services; but that spirit is not 

by encouraging compensation to 
men. You degrade the spirit of patriotism to one of pecuniary 


I believe, as I said before, that the Government owrs it to every soldier 
who has been in its service and has been disabled or wounded ta that 


service, or whose health has been im from that service, to t 
to him, but I think that our bounty 


‘sal eon 
to end at that 
shall vote all amendments looking to an increase of our 
pension-roll, and I shall vote against the bill itself. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Illinois [r. Looax] fo the amend- 
[TAN WYCK] as amended, on 





and re- 








quested me to pair with him. 
and he would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I am paired with the Senator from Connecticut 
[Mr. Piatt], who is unavoidably absent from the Senate. 

Mr. CONGER. The Senator from Texas [Mr. Coke] requested me 
to announce his pair with the Senator from New York [Mr. Evarts] 
on these questions. 

Mr. HOAR. My colleague [Mr. DAweEs] is paired with the Sena- 
tor from Texas [Mr. Maxey]. 


If he were here, I should vote “nay’’ 


Mr. ALDRICH. I am paired with the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. 
GORMAN]. 

Mr. CHACE. I am paired with the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. 
WILSON. } 

The result was announced—yeas 20, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—20. 
Bowen, Hale, Manderson, Sewell, 
Conger, Hoar, Miller, Spooner, 
Cullom, I " Mitchell of Oreg., Van Wyck, 
Dolph, MoMillan, Morrill, Voorhees, 
e, Mahone, Sawyer, Wilson of Iowa, 
NAYS—21. 
Beck, Eustis, Hearst, Stanford, 
Berry Gibson, Morgan, Walthall, 
Blackburn Gray, Payne, Whitthorne, 
Brown, Hampton, Pugh, 
Call, H s, Saulsbury, 
Colquitt, Hawley, Skerman, 
ABSENT—35. 

Aldrich, Dawes, Jones of Florida, Plumb, 
Allison, Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 
Blair, Evarts, Kenna, Riddleberger, 
Butler, Fair, McPherson, Sabin, 
Camden, George, Maxey. Telier, 
Cameron, Gorman, Mitchell of Pa., Vance, 
Chace, Harrison, Palmer, Jest, 
Cockrell, Ingalls, Pike, Wilson of Md, 


Coke, Jones of Arkansas, Platt, 

So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment as amended. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
the end of section 1. 

Mr. HOAR. That is not in order now. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understand the question now to be on the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] as 
amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the pending question. 

Mr. INGALLS. I move to-lay that amendment on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas moves to 
lay the amendment upon the table. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Can we have that amendment read ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read the amend- 
ment. 

The SECRETARY. 
tion of the bill: 


Provided further, That no pension paid under any law hereafter shall be rated 
at less than $4 per month. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas moves to 
lay the amendment on the table. 

ee was not agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 15, 
noes 24. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on agreeing to 
the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I offer an amendment to come in at the end of 
section 1. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment offered by the. Sena- 
tor from Delaware will be read. 

The Corer CLERK. It is proposed to add to the amendment just 
agreed to the following proviso: 


And provided also, That no payment of any increase of expenditures for pen- 
sions under this act shall be made from the Treasury unti! provision shal! be 
made by law to meet such increase of expenditure by a tax upon incomes spe- 
cifically applicable thereto. 

Mr. BLAIR. I move to lay the amendment on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hampshire 

moves to lay the amendment on the table. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to call 


the roll. 
I am paired with the 


I desire to offer an amendment to come in at 


It is proposed to add at the end of the first sec- 


Mr. ALDRICH (when his name was called). 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. GorMAN]. If he were present, I should 
’ 


vote “ . 

Mr. LOGAN (when Mr. ALLISON’s name was called). The Senator 
from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] requested me to announce a pair between 
him and the Senator from Missouri [Mr. CockRELL]. 
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Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. CAMDEN (when his name was called). 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLatr]. 
vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). I am paired with theSen- 
ator from Maryland [Mr. WILson]. 

Mr. CONGER (when Mr. Coke’s name was called). The Senator 
from Texas [Mr. CoKE] is paired with the Senator from New York 
(Mr. Evarts]. 

Mr. CONGER (when Mr. PALMER’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. PALMER] is paired on all these questions with the Senator 
from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. If my colleague were present, he 
would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). 
ator from Kansas [Mr. PLumB]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. McMILLAN. My colleague [Mr. SABIN] is paired with the 
Senator from West Virginia [Mr. KENNA]. 

Mr. HEARST (after having voted in the negative). I see that my 
colleague [Mr. STANFORD] is out of the Chamber, and it is under- 
stood that we are paired when either of us is away. So I withdraw 
my vote. 

Mr. HOAR. My colleague [Mr. DAwes] is paired with the Senator 
from Texas [Mr. MAXEY]. 

The result was announced—yeas 29, nays 15; as follows: 


YEAS—29. 


Manderson, 

Miller, 

Mitchell of Oveg., 

Morrill, 

Payne, 

Sawyer, 

Sewell, 

Sherman, 
NAYS—1. 


Hampton, Pugh, 
Harris, Saulsbury, 
Jones of Arkansas, Whitthorne. 
Morgan, 
ABSENT—32. 
Kenna, 
McPherson, 
Maxey, 
Mitchell of Pa., 
Gorman, Palmer, 
Hearst, Pike, 
Cockrell, Jonesof Florida, Platt, 
Coke, Jones of Nevada, Plumb, 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask at this time the consent of the Senate to have 
two or three merely verbal amendments made. In section 1, line 15, 
after the word ‘‘disability,’’ the words “‘and dependence’’ should be 
inserted. The pension is made payable on two conditions, disability 
and dependence, and in that line the words ‘‘and dependence’’ have 
been improperly omitted. I ask that the words be inserted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Cuier CLERK. In section 1, line 15, after the word ‘“ disabil- 
jty,’’ it isproposed to insert the words “‘and dependence;’’ so as to read: 

And be entitled to receive a pension during the continuance of such disabil- 
ity afid dependence. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator from New Hampshire will allow 
me, by the use of the words “‘ and dependence,’ in line 15, it will be 
necessary, in line 16, for him to change the word ‘“‘ thereof’’ to the 
words ‘‘of such disability,’’ so as to make it good grammar and good 


sense. 

Mr. BLAIR. That change should be made. I thank the Senator 
from Ohio for the suggestion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chief Clerk will state the amend- 
ment suggested by the Senator from Ohio. 

The Cuter CLERK. Insection 1, line 16, itis proposed to strike out 
the word ‘‘thereof’’ and insert the words ‘‘ of such disability;”’ so as 
to read: 


And be entitled to receive a pension during the continuance of such disability 
and dependence at a rate proportionate to the degree of such disability. 


The amendment was to. 

Mr. INGALLS. Are any degrees of dependence ? 

Mr. BLAIR. Therearenonenow. If there are amendments on that 
matter they will come in later, and will apply, if the Senator should 
choose to move them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. BLAIR. In the twentieth line of the first section, after the 
words ‘‘ twenty-four dollars,’’ the words “‘per month” should be in- 


serted; so as to read: 
Theh tate of pension granted under this section, which shall be for total 
incapacity to perform any manual labor, shall be $24 per month, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Iam paired with the 


Iam paired with the 
If he were present, I should 


I am paired with the Sen- 


Bair, 
Bowen, 
Brown, 
Conger, 
Cullom, 
Dolph, 
Frye, 
George, 


Hale, 
Harrison, 
Hawley, 
Hoar, 
Ingalls, 
Logan, 
MeMillan, 
Mahone, 


Spooner, 

Van Wyck, 
Voorhees, 
Walthall. 
Wilson of Iowa. 


Beck, 
Berry, 
Blackburn, 
Call, 


Colquitt, 
Eustis, 
Gibson, 
Gray, 


Aldrich, 
Allison, 
Butler, 
Camden, 
Cameron, 
Chace, 


Dawes, 
Edmunds, 
Evarts, 
Fair, 


Ransom, 
Riddleberger, 
Sabin. 
Stanford, 
Teller, 
Vance, 


Vest, 
Wilson of Md. 
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Mr. BLAIR. The second section, commencing in line 8, now reads: 


And such as may be found to be entitled to $8 a month under existing laws 
shall receive in lieu thereof $12 a month from and after the approval of this act. 


I wish to insert after the word ‘‘ laws,’’ at thecommencement of the 
tenth line, the words “‘ as modified by this section,” this section being 
created to include another class. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. In section 2, line 10, after the word “Jaws,” 
it is proposed to insert the words ‘‘as modified by this section;”’ so as 


‘to read: 


And such as may be found to be entitled to $8 a month under existing laws as 
modified by this section shall receive in lieu thereof $12 a month from and after 
the approval of this act. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. HOAR. I move to amend, in the tenth line of the first section, 
by striking out, after the word ‘‘ own,’’ the words “‘ gross carelessness, 
disreputable conduct, or vicious habits,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word ‘‘ fault;’’ so as to read: : 

And who is or shall become disabled from any cause not the result of his ow), 
fault, and shall also be dependent upon his own labor for support. 

Mr. BLAIR. I hope that amendment will be agreed to. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. LOGAN. In section 1, line 7, before the word ‘‘ months,” | 
move to strike out the word “‘six’’ and insert the word ‘‘three;’”’ so 
as to read: 

That every person specified in the several classes enumerated in section 4693 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States, and the amendments thereto, who 
served in the military or naval service, as mentioned in said section, for the 
period of three montks duri: z the war of the rebellion, &c. 

Mr. BLAIR. I hope that amendment will be accepted. 
ator from Illinois going to speak to it? 

Mr. LOGAN. I was not going to say anything except that I know 
myself, of my own knowledge, numbers of men who did not serve six 
months who would be as much deserving of a pension under this bill 
as a man who served five years, for they were in battles, and in heavy 
battles. If they are not disabled they will not get any pension under 
the amendment I propose, and if they are disabled they are-as much 
entitled to a pension as if they had served six months. 

Mr..BLAIR. As this bill the Senate in the last Congress it 
was precisely as it would be if amended as moved by the Senator from 
Illinois. Although the committee considered the matter and inserted 
the words ‘‘six months”’ on deliberation, yet I know the fact to be that 
of the three-months men who fought the first battle of Bull Run and 
who exhibited as great patriotism certainly as any of our soldiers did, 
bejng the very first to enlist, very. many would be excluded from the 
provisions of this act unless the amendment be made. I have received 
several letters sinee the bill was reported from that class, and I hope 
the amendment may be adopted. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Nobody objects to it. 

Mr. CULLOM. We are all for it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Unanimously. 

Mr. BLAIR. Very well, I will say no move. 
objected to the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to tlie 
amendment of the Senator from Lllinois. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. BLAIR. Insection 1, at the end of line 11, after the word *’sup- 
port,’’ I move to insert the words: . 

Or upon the contributions of others not legally bound thereto. 

So as to read: 

And who is or shall become disabled from any cause not the result of lis own 


fault, and shall also be dependent upon his own labor for support, or upon the 
eects not legally bound thereto, shall upon making due proof 


Those wordsare in the second section, and apply already to dependent 
parents, and unless they be placed in the first section the bill would be 
inoperative to those who are entirely disabled, and who for that reason, 
having been disabled for any length of time, can not be said to be de- 

upon their own labor, since are utterly incompetent to 
— a man is dependent upon 
own labor for sw who can not perform any labor whatever and 


who is supported b . Therefore I think words should be 
in, and I su the will be ; 
to. 


The 
CER. If nofurther amendment be proposed 


Is the Sen- 


i thought some one 


was 
The PRESIDING OF 
the bill will be reported to the Senate. 
Mr. BUTLER. Loffered an amendment which I should like to have 
read and acted at this time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina will be read. 


The Cuter CLERK. Itis proposed to add as a new section: 


Sec. 4. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed en oo surviving officers, and sailors who 
enlisted served in the war with Mexico for any period the years 
1845, 1846, 1847, and 1548, and were honorably and their surviving 

pension-roll, at the rate of $8 from and after the pas- 
during their lives. Thatthe of the Interior is author- 
directed to make such rules and regulations as are necessary to carry 
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this act into effect: Provided, That where it shall appear that a discharge is lost, 

ry evidence may be permitted ; and where it shall appear an applicant 
has received a land warrant, that shall be sufficient evidence of an honorable 
discharge, unless the evidence shows that he procured it by fraud: And a 
vided fu , That this act shall not apply to persons under political disabili- 
ties, 


Mr. BUTLER. 
ment. 

Mr. CONGER. Let the latter clause be read again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chief Clerk will read the latter 
clause of the amendment. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

And provided further, That this act shall not apply to persons under political 
disabilities, 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President. : 

Mr. BUTLER. I asked for the yeas and nays. Why not take a di- 
rect vote? 

Mr. BLAIR. I want to say justa word. I do not care to open any 
discussion, but I wish the country and the Senate to understand that 
the committee has reported the House Mexican pension bill, tue precise 
measure which has been read at the desk as an amendment to this bill. 
It is considerably modified it is true, but itis in the condition of a House 
bill in the possession of the Senate, and in some form, I have no doubt, 
will be passed by the Senate; and the committee are disposed to act in 
the utmost good faith and with such celerity as the sentiment of the 
Senate will permit them to do in pressing it for consideration. It has 
been reported in precisely the form in which it was passed by the Senate 


I ask for the yeas and nays on agreeing to the amend- 


in the last 
re ate will wish to modify the bill as it came from the 
ouse’ 


considerably if they pass it. For instance, it requires no defi- 
nite period of service whatever as a condition for the payment of what 
is a service pension purely, and there are other particulars in which the 
bill was not satisfactory, I may say properly, perhaps, to the minority 
members of the Committee on Pensions, or at least to some of them. 
It was objected to. The House bill which was reported to the Senate 
comes here as much by the action of the minority members of that 
committee as the majority. 

For my own part I am personally in favor of giving the soldiers of 
the Mexican war a service pension, although I have on former occasions 
opposed it, buta majority of the committee decided that the bill should 
be reported in the form in which it comes to the Senate, which makes 
it a service pension absolute to all who are sixty-two years of age; and 
to those who are less than sixty-two years of age, in order that they 
may receive the pension provided, it is necessary that they shall prove 
one, and dependence in analogy to the provisions of the pending 


If this amendment should be placed upon the pending bill, or if the 
fate of the soldiers of the Mexican war should be made to depend upon 
the fate of this bill, the Senator from South Carolina will himself see 
that there is uncertainty as’'to the result of this measure than 
if we deal with the House bill, which we may amend and simply send 
back for concurrence in the amendments. ‘This bill has yet to run 
“the gauntlet of the House and of the Presidential action. 

I think the Senator will himself after this statement perceive that if 
I should move to lay his amendment upon the table it could not besaid 
that I did so with any unfriendly feeling toward the class of men who 
would be affected by it. 

Mr. MILLER. But rather in their interest. 

Mr. BLAIR. It is rather in their interest; and if the Senator from 
South Carolina does not desire to say anything more, I will make the 
motion to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. B ER. Ihave nothing to say whatever in reply to what the 
Senator has just stated. 

Mr. B Perhaps the Senator will withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. No, I shall not withdraw it; but if what the Sena- 
tor says is true, and I have no doubt it is true, the Senate Committee 

Pensions having reported the Mexican pension bill which came from 
the House, and to have action upon it as early as possible, it 
will not in the test degree injure that measure by adopting the 
amendment I have proposed to the pending bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. But it would injure this measure very seriously, and 

ee to the of the Mexican pension bill. 
, No, I think very likely it would strengthen it. It 
would in my estimation, I have no hesitation in saying, strengthen this 


Mi BLAIR 

Mr. The Senator will see that the Mexican pension bill 
has reached the Senate and does not meet with adverse action from 
some who formerly it. 

Mr. BUTLER. It simply gives to the Mexican pension bill two 
chances instead of one, and therefore I shall insist upon a vote upon my 
amendment. If the Senate votes it down, of course I shall have noth- 


to 
"tne BLAIR, Bat it will injure this bill, and I trust my motion to 


on the table will prevail. I withhold the motion, however, as the 
Senator from Illinois wishes to 


speak. 
Mr. LOGAN. Allow me to say justone word. I am a friend of the 
Mexican pension bill. I have always voted for it, and I shall do so 


= 
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whenever it comes up. I made a speech here oncein opposition to put- 
ting amendments upon it, because I wanted each measure to stand upon 
its own basis. 

For that reason I shall vote against this amendment, although I shall 
vote for the bill when it comes up asit is presented from the committee 
or in some form or other, and in the best form that I can get it for the 
benefit of those soldiers. But to put it in this bill, with the minimum 
to Union soldiers limited in the bill to $4 and the pension of the soldiers 
of the Mexican war fixed at $8, I do not think would fit very well; and I 
should not hike to put the measures together in that shape; for if a man 
who served in the Mexican war is entitled to $8 a month without any 
disability whatever, it seems to me that a man with disability who 
served in the Union Army is entitled to the same rate of pension. It 
was on that principle that I offered my amendment. Therefore I shall 
vote against the amendment, or in favor of laying it on the table, if the 
Senator from New Hampshire makes that motion. 

Mr. BLAIR. I make the motion to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). 
ator from Pennsylvania [ Mr. CAMERON]. 
vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). 
ator from Maryland [Mr. WILSON]. 

Mr. PALMER (when his name was called). 
Senator f.om North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. McMILLAN (when Mr. SABIN’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. SABIN] is paired with the Senator from West Virginia [ Mr. 
KENNA]. 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). 
ator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB]. 

The roll-call was concluded. y 

Mr. ALDRICH. I am paired with the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. 
GORMAN]. If he were present, I should vote ‘ yea.”’ 

The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—23. 


I am paired with the Sen- 
If he were present, I should 


I am paired with theSen- 


Tam paired with the 


I am paired with the Sen- 


Blair, 


Harrison, Mahone, Sewell, 
Conger, Hawley, Manderson, Sherman, 
Culiom, Hoar, Miller, Spooner, 
Dolph, Ingalls, Morgan, Van Wyck, 
Frye, Logan, Morrill, Wilson of Iowa, 
Hale, MeMillan, Sawyer, 

NAYS—17. 
Beck, Eustis, Harris, Saulsbury, 
Berry, George, Jones of Arkansas, Walthall. 
Blackburn, Gibson, Mitchell of Oreg., 
Brown, Gray, Payne, 
Call, Hampton, Pugh, 
ABSENT—36. 

Aldrich, Colquitt, Kenna, Riddleberger, 
Allison, Dawes, McPherson, Sabin, 
Bowen, Edmunds, Maxey, Stanford, 
Butler, Evarts, Mitchell of Pa., Teller, 
Camden, Fair, Palmer, Vance, 
Cameron, Gorman, Pike, Vest, 
Chace, Hearst, Platt, Voorhees, 
Cockrell, Jones of Florida, Plamb, Whitthorne, 
Coke, Jones of Nevada, Ransom, Wilson of Md. 


So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. BLAIR. When the discussion opened I gave notice that I would 
move to insert before the word ‘‘labor,’’ in the eleventh line of the 
first section, at the top of the second page, the word ‘‘manual;’’ but 
the discussion having indicated, and my own understanding now being, 
that the language as it stands would be held to include persons disabled 
and dependent upon their labor, whether it was that of a teacher or a 
physician or a clergyman dependent upon the exercise of his usual pur- 
suit in life, I will not make the motion to insert that word. J think 
the bill ought to be construed, and as it stands will be construed to in- 
elude all who are dependent upon their usual avocation in life for the 
means of sustenance and who are disabled. Therefore I withhold the 
amendment. 

Mr. INGALLS. Will the Senator from New.Hampshire permit me 
to make a suggestion in that particular? It is very clear to my mind 
that as the bill now stands no persons will be entitled to its benefits, 
should it become a law, except those who being disabled are dependent 
upon their own manual labor for support. I know of no reason why 
that rule should be applied. A man who has been a soldier and who 
is a physician or a clergyman or a lawyer or an editor or a merchant 
or a teacher, being disabled and dependent and unable to pursue his 
avocation, ought to receive the benefits of this bill exactly the same as 
a man who follows the plow or makes shoes or manufactures iron in the 
forge. 

T therefore suggest to the Senator whether he will not consent to strike 
out the whole of line 11, which would certainly include all those who 
are at present by a technical construction included and give the other 
people a chance; and if he will not consent to that, whether he does 
not think it would be advisable tosubstitute for the word *‘labor’’ the 
word ‘‘exertion;’’ so as to read: 

And shall also be dependent upon his own exertion for support. 
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Mr. BLAIR. If that is the best word to put there, I have no objec- 
tion to the change. It oceurred to me that “‘his usual avocation or 
calling in life’’ would be better. 

Mr. INGALLS. Ishould say either ‘‘exertion’’ or ‘‘effort.’’ Either 
of these words would be a great deal more comprehensive than the 
word ‘‘labor’’ as it is understood in the common acceptation of that 
term and the legal acceptation as well. Therefore, if the Senator de- 
sires to extend the benefits of this bill to all who are disabled and who 
would be entitled to claim, no matter what may be their pursuit in 
life, if he would use either of those two words he would include all 
those that are now included and extend the benefits of the act 
ably to those who are now by the terms of the act itself exclud 

Mr. BLAIR. If the Senator will move to insert the word ‘‘ exer- 
tion ’’ instead of ‘‘ labor,’’ I shall not it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair understand the Sen- 
ator from Kansas as offering an amendment ? 

Mr. INGALLS. Yes, sir. In line 11 of section 1 I move to strike 
out the word ‘‘labor ’’ and insert the word ‘‘ exertion;’’ so as to read: 


And shall also be dependent upon his own exertion for support. 


Mr. BLA. There is no objection so far as I am concerned. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS]. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. BROWN. Before the vote is taken on this bill I desire to make 
a few remarks giving the reasons which will control my vote on its 
final passage. 

Mr. President, after the termination of the Jate unfortunate civil war, 
when the Southern States composing the confederacy had been con- 
quered, the Government, standing in the capacity of victor, dictated 
the terms upon which the Southern States could resume their place in 
the Union with all the rights and privileges of States of the Union. 
The Southern we and Southern States those terms, and 
whatever may id of the terms, or of the delays which occurred, or 
the evils of the reconstruction period, the terms were in fact aecepted by 
the Southern people, and the authority of the Government was re-estab- 
tablished with all the States as members of the Union. 

In this state of things the Southern States became a component 
part of the Union, and the Southern people citizensof their respective 
States and citizens of the United States, with all the rights, privileges, and 
immunities, and with all the duties and obligations of other citizens. 

The fourteenth constitutional amendment, which was assented to by 
the Southern States, contains a provision that the validity of the debt 
of the United States, including debts incurred for the payment of pen- 
sions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, 
shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State 
shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred by insurrection or 
rebellion against the United States or any claim for the loss or eman- 
cipation of any slave, but all such debts, obligations, and claims shall 
be held to be illegal and void. 

By the terms of this constitutional amendment, agreed to by both 
sides, it becomes the duty of the Southern people to act in the matter 
of pensions to Union soldiers precisely as they would have acted if 
had been on the Union side in the contest and the Union soldiers had 
been their soldiers. In other words, Southern Senatorsand Represent- 
atives in Congress are bound to act toward the Union soldiers in mat- 
ters of pensions just as they would have acted if the Southern States 
had been part of the Union and fighting for the Union during the civil 
strife, or just as we would act toward them if the war had been against 
a foreign power and they had been fighting the battles of the Govern- 
ment. 

Now, if I am correct in this view, as long as the 
ern States, who were in the Union and fighting Union during 
the contest, feel that there is still anything due the soldiers as 

which has not been paid by the Government, and as long as 
tax-payers are content with the passage of laws increasing pensions, I 
do not think the people of the South can object. 

I have no doubt there are a great many tax-payers in the Northern 
States who do not approve the extent to which the Government has 
gone in the matter of pensions; but as the Northern constituencies con- 
tinue to send Senators and Representatives to Congress who, without 
regard to party lines or party divisions, vote almost solidly for addi- 
tional pension bills, wn dake enh adinead teeaols 
the Northern tax-payers disapprove such action; and it is reasonable 
qungies ¥ taketh, had been in the Union at the time and the Union 
Army had been considered their army that oo have 
far in granting the soldiers pensions as 
States would have gone. While, 
an extent the propriety of which is questionable, I will 
doubt I may entertain sa $0 the wisdom and i 
and give the benefit of the doubt in its favor as 
jan of both political North are alnost 
And believing that to be true in the present instance, 
for the bill. But before I take my seat I desire to 
soldiers who served in the war against Mexico, which occurred near], 
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fifteen years pomees to the late civil war and about forty years ago, have 
not yet received servi ee pete. 

Very large numbers of the Mexican soldiers are dead, and those w|io 
survive are mostly becoming old and many of them decrepit. 

I think while Southern Senators and Representatives have, as a rule, 
faithfully sustained measures for pensioning Union soldiers, Northern 
Senators and Representatives should consider with more liberality the 
claims of the soldiers against Mexico. It is true, I believe, that 4 
majority of them were from the Southern States, and that the South 
would get part of the benefit if that act should = 

Those gallant men were fighting the battles of Government against 
a foreign foe, and their gallantry and success added an empire of terri- 
tory to the Republic. Why, then, should we continue to decline to 
grant them pensions? : 

When forty years have passed from the commencement of the late 
civil war, I have no doubt service pensions will be granted to al! the 
Union surviving soldiers engaged in it, possibly atan earlier period. | 
trust the soldiers against Mexico may be kindiy and justly dealt with 
without further delay, and I do not think I shall vote in future fo; 
further increase of pensions to Union soldiers until something jus; 
and reasonable has been done for them. 

And in this connection I desire to remark that the Government, in 
my opinion, owes the same duty to the soldiers who, at a still earlier 
period, fought our battles against the Indians. 

There are in my State still some old men, the survivors of the sol- 
diers who fought our Indian battles. The number is comparatively 
small, and they are generally old and needy. I think provision should 
be made for them, and I trust Northern Senators and Representatives, 
as well as Southern Senators and Representatives, will consider ma- 
turely the obligation which the Government is under to them, and see 
that full justice is done them. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I think the speech of the Senator from 
Georgia [Mr. Brown] should not pass without a statement of fact in 

with it. 

The pension for the eesious soldiers would have passed six or eiglit 
years ago if it were not for the fact that that side of the Chamber unan- 
imously, with the exception of one or two Senators only, refused to 
accept a proposition er those soldiers which contained a pro- 
vision that no pension should to Jefferson Davis. It was their 

wast the dels of thie aldo icant aeieetibaereeted 

Mr. Davis, that that bill did not pass at that time. Later 
same Senators refused to accept a bill providing for pensioning tlic 

of the Mexican war, which this side of the Chamber was ready 

sional but which put them precisely on the footing on which the 
diers of the Revolution were placed for more than forty years after tlic 
of the Revolutionary war, and precisely on the footing that the 
soldiers of the war of 1812 were down to 1873 or 1874, fifty-six 

or fifty-eight years after the conclusion of that war. 

The soldiers of # of the Revolution were es until nearly fifty years 
after its close to state in their application that the person applying w.- 
in need of a pension, and the service pension treating age as 

disability was not ied to the soldiers of the Revolution 
of 1832 until a interval had passe 
t war than has now since the close of the 


ill failed on account of the claim and demand from 
ber, represented almost wholly by Southern Sen- 

of the Mexican war should be put in a better 

the soldiers of the Revolution were in or than 


degradation to a soldier to have fo state in his app! 
cation that he needed a pension. If it werea then we have 
degraded the widows and dependent fathers and mothers of the so!dicr 
of the war of the Union; then we have the soldiers of the war 
of the Revolution and the soldiers of the war of 1812. 

The failure to the soldiers of the Mexican war before this time 
is due not to this side of the Chamber, not to the representatives of tlic 
Northern States of the Union; it is due asa matter of history to tle 
Senators who denied, first, that a pension bill which excluded Jeff Davis 
should be passed by the tatives of this Government, and who 
afterward rejected a bill w placed them on the same footing with 
the soldiers of the war of the Revolution and of the war of 1812, and on 
the same with the widows and dependent parents of the soldiers 
of the war for Union. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, the statement made by the Senator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] needs, I think, a little explanation. 

Senator alludes I know nothing. 


to the second bill, if my recollection is not at fault, the Senate 
bill, as stated by the Senator from Massachusetts, which was 
y consistent with the position assigned by him to Senators 
on this side. 
. HOAR. pwned graye nw pin on apogee 
I referred as the second bi hich I suppose he is now com- 








1886. 





| 
ing, was the measure which was in charge of the late Senator from 


Kentucky, General Williams. 

Mr. GEORGE. I refer to that bill. The failure of that bill was not 
wholly due to the action of Senators on this side of the Chamber. In 
the first place, I remember very well that both my then colleague, Mr. 
Lamar, and myself were advocating and supporting the bill in the shape 
in which the Senator says it was distasteful to this side of the Chamber. 
In the next place, if I am not very much mistaken (and if I am [shall 
be glad to be corrected), the distinguished Senator from Illinois [ Mr. 
LOGAN] made the same objection to what was then denounced as the 
pauper clause of that bill as was made by General Williams, the Sen- 
ator from Texas [Mr. MAXEY], and some other Senators on this side. 
The Senator from Illinois nods assent to that proposition. I was will- 
ing, and my former was always willing, to accept the pen- 
sioning of the Mexican war soldiers upon the basis finally assumed in the 
bill to which the Senator from Massachusetts has alluded. I believe 
that if it had not been for the great weight and large influence of the 
Senator from Illinois, notwithstanding the objections urged.upon this 
side of the Chamber, that bill might have passed. 

And now one word more. I intend to vote for the bill now before 
the Senate. I shall vote for it under no constraint whatever. I shall 
vote for it cheerfully, and because I believe it to be my duty as an 
American Senator to vote for it. If there be any consequences to fall 
on me personally for that, I am ready to meet them. I have only cast 
one vote on the various ts which have been proposed which 
NY peer saci hag Ley gr sees 

When the tion was made by the Senator from Delaware [ Mr. 
SAULSBURY] to insert a proviso restraining the operation of this bill 
until a law was raising revenue sufficient from incomes to pay 
the debt, I v against it; and for these reasons: In the first place I 
hee in it as anobstructive amendment to the passage of the bill, and 

in favor of the bill, I did not propose to encumber it by amend- 
ments that would tend to defeat it. : 

In thesecond place I desire to say that I am now and I have been for 
a long time very profoundly impressed with the injustice of the tax 
laws of the Union. I have been very profoundly im with the 
truth of the statement made by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] 
this morning, that most of the large revenue which we collect and dis- 
burse is collected from that class of our population who are least able 
to pay it; and I have also been impressed with the conviction that it 
was the duty of the American Congress to impose further taxation upon 
what is called the accumulated wealth of the country. In accordance 
with that conviction I have favored and I now favor the imposition of 
income taxes and of other taxes which would more equally impose the 
burdens of taxation upon all classes. But the Senate has no right to 
originate a measure of that sort. All revenue bills must originate in 
the House of Representatives; and notwithstanding my convictions as 
to the propriety of taxation of that sort, and my readiness to vote for 
taxation of that kind whenever I have the legitimate opportunity to 
cast that vote, I felt, for the reason which I have just stated, that it was 
my duty to vote against the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Delaware. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, on the 8th of December, 1885, I in- 
troduced a bill (S. 35) to remove the limitation in the payment of ar- 


meeperen. which was twice read, and referred to the Committee 
on where it has reposed now fora period of nearly six months 


without a action, and, so far as I am advised, without any re- 
sponse to resolution adopted by the Senate on the motion of the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGan] directing that committee to report 
that bill to the Senate for its action. 
This subject is one that is very near to my heart. As the author of 
the measure in 1879 for the removal of the limitation on the 
nent of arrears of pension, poring connie with reluctance to the 
imitation that was imposed fixing the time beyond which their pay- 
ment should not be made at the Ist of July, 1880, I have never ceased 
and labor for the time when that act of injustice would be re- 
; and I believe that of all questions which are now pending upon 
matter before the people of this country there is none in which so 


i 


large a number of men are undly and actively interested as in this 
measure to which I have thus called the attention of the Senate. 


Ido not desire in any way whatever to impede or hinder or retard or de- 
lay action upon the measure now before theSenate. Iam in favor of the 
proposition as it has been amended, and if I can receive any assurance 
that there will be such action on the part of the Committee on Pensions 
as will enable the Senate to act upon this bill I shall not propose this 
as an amendment to the pending measure; but unless there has been 
some action taken or is Ley OS tree pag taken so that definite 

may be had that this bill is not to sleep in that committee 

but to be reported to the Senate for its action, I feel that it isan imper- 
upon me to offer this tion as an amendment to the 

and I wait to hear the chairman of the committee 
to know whether there is any likelihood, whether he can give me any 
a probabil ity that in response to the resolution 

a be shortly reported either with a favorable 
report or with an adverse report—I do not care which—so that we may 
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have the opportunity of discussing it as an independent. measure for 
future consideration. I wait for a reply. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, the Senator as well as the Senate is 
aware that the chairman of the committee, nearly three months since, 
I think, was by reason of ill health obliged to leave the city, and since 
that time has been either at his home or in a neighboring city for med- 
ical treatment, and in his absence I have, as well as I could, acted as 
chairman and helped to get on with the business of the committee as 
rapidly as I could. 

In regard to the particular bill that the Senator from Kansas refers 
to, I remember on four occasions I have brought that bill to the attention 
of the committee, being myself anxious that the bill should be acted 
upon favorably, if atall. The conditions were such on the first three 
of these occasions that I felt that perhaps the ultimate interest of the 
measure would be conserved by avoiding action by the committee for 
the time being at least. When the Senator from Illinois offered the 
motion, about two weeks since, in the Senate that the Committee on 
Pensions be requested to report that bill there was no action by the 
Senate which emphasized its anxiety for a report. As I recollect, the 
attendance was thin, and while there was no opposition tlsere were but 
one or two votes in favor of the passage of the resolution. But still it 
was a resolution of the Senate, and attention was called to it at the very 
next meeting of the committee, which was a week ago last Tuesday. 

The committee was not inclined at that time to report the measure 
favorably; and finally it was decided that it would not at that time re- 
port it at all, but thata call should be made upon the Commissioner of 
Pensions to ascertain his estimates of the probable expenditure under 
the terms of the bill should it become a law. That call was made imme- 
diately. The letter was written during the session of the committee, 
signed by myself, and immediately forwarded. The reply came the 
day that the discussion commenced upon this hill, and the contents of 
that reply I gave to the Senate in that discussion, so that the Senate 
and the committee might avail themselves of the information at once. 

At the last meeting of the committee we took up the bill for consid- 
eration. We first acted upon the Mexican pension bill and then took 
up the arrears bill for consideration, and the final vote was postponed 
until the next meeting of the committee. I am not able to give the 
Senator any assurance that that final vote, if such indications as I have 
observed are reliable as a prophecy for the future, will be a favorable 
vote to the bill; but I think that the committee is determined to act 
and report the measure back to the possession of the Senate, so that the 
Senate may deal with it as it shall see fit. I do not know that I am au- 
thorized to say that the measure will be reported back without recom- 
mendation, but I think there may be some probability of that action. 

Mr. SEWELL. Myrecollection is that we were to report the bill to 
the Senate. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator was not present at the last meeting. The 
Senator’s recollection is different from my own. 
that I am aware of. 
ure of that report? 

Mr. SEWELL. Without recommendation. 

Mr. BLAIR. Idid not understand it so, but there will be no hesi- 
tation in returning the bill to the possession of the Senate without rec- 
ommendation, or possibly with a recommendation. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Is not the Senator from New Hampshire able, 
from his knowledge of the committee, to state distinctly and unquali- 
fiedly that that bill will be reported back to the Senate with or with- 
out recommendation? 

Mr. BLAIR. I haveso stated. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. You stated that you thought so. 

Mr. BLAIR. Lam aot authorized to say that the bill will be re- 
ported back to the Senate, but I am authorized to say that I have not 
the slightest doubt of it, and that a formal vote was postponed until the 
next meeting, several Senators having passed out from the committee- 
room before we were able to reach a vote. The Senate will have the 
bill, though. I warrant you that. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, after the observations I submitted a 
short time ago the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAR] obtained 
the floor and made some remarks, and then the Senator from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. GrorGE] took the floor. While he wasoccupying the floor 
I was called out for a few moments from the Chamber and the Senate 
passed to the consideration of something else before returned. I sim- 

ly take the floor now to say to the Senator from Massachusetts that 
in the remarks I made I did not intend to imply censure to any party 
on account of anything that had been done in reference to the Mexi- 
can ee bill, but only to make an appeal to both parties to pass a 
just bill in behalf of the survivors of that war. 

Whether the time had come heretofore, or whether we have agreed 
or disagreed about it, I trust we shall all agree now that the time has 
come when service pensions ought to be granted to the survivors of the 
Mexican war; and without desiring to stir up any strife or to make 
any accusations or to blame anybody in the past, I desire to renew the 
appeal in their behalf and again to express the hope that the bill which 
was reported by the committee in proper shape will be passed. i in- 
tended no censure. Mo 3 


There was no action 
What was the Senator’s impression as to the nat- 
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Mr. HOAR. I did not understand the Senator from Georgia to imply 
any censure upon anybody, and I did not make any remarks with the 
view of repelling any censure or making any on my side; but there is 
a great misanderstanding in some portions of the country, which I have 
seen myself the evidence of very extensively in the press, and in letters 
from Mexican veterans, and in the reports of meetings of such veterans, 
more particalarly in the South, in regard to that matter. Itshould be 
distinctly understood by the country and by the Mexican war soldiers, 
first, that a veteran of the Mexican war receives to-day, and has been 
able to receive ever since a briet period after the close of that war, a 
pension upon terms which would give it to any soldier in any other 
war. There is no condition which would enable a soldier of the war 
for the Union or a soldier of the war of the Revolution or of the war 
of 1812 to obtain a pension which being applicable to a soldier of the 
Mexican war would not give him a pension. I do not think that is 
generally understood. 

It is further true that but for the objections I stated, which came 
almost wholly from Senators from the South, though one or two North- 
ern Senators may have shared them—I do not think the Senator from 
I}linois was @ne so far as to object to the bill on the ground which I 
stated or to express himself in favor of so doing—every survivor of the 
Mexican war would have been pensioned long ago whose circumstances 
were such as to make him need a pension. I wanted to have that un- 
derstood by the country. 

Mr. GEORGE. I desire to call the attention of the Senator from 
Massachusetts to the fact that, if I am not mistaken, the Mexican pen- 
sion bill to which he refers was never put on its passage in this body 
as a Mexican pension bill. 

Mr. HOAR. That bill was in charge of a late Senator from Ken- 
tucky, whom we all remember with respect, General Williams, him- 
self a veteran of that war and a veteran on the confederate side in the 
late war; and General Williams knew very well that the Republican 
side of the Senate were ready to pass his bill if the same condition were 
attached to it which was attached to the pension bill for the soldiers of 
the Revolution; and while he did not bring it up for a vote, he did 
make speech after speech upon the subject in which he rejected that 
modification. 

Mr. GEORGE. This is the fact about that, if I am not mistaken, 
that after those objections were made by the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
Lo@AN]} and by Senators on this side the bill was then amended by at- 
taching to it something like the present bill now before the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. And then it passed the Senate? 

Mr. GEORGE. And the bili as thus amended passed this body. 

Mr. HOAR. . That is true. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I wish to say a word not in the way of 
general debate, for I have said all I propose in that line, but I want to 
notice a remark of the Senator from Mississippi. 

I voted for the amendment of the Senator from Delaware, as did many 
gentlemen on this side of the Chamber. I did not for amoment think 
that any constitutional question as to the origination of a revenue meas- 
ure was involved in that amendment, and I say new such question can 


not be possibly involved. The language of amendment is as fol- 
lows: 


Provided, That no payment of any increase of expenditures for pensions under 
this act shail be made from the Treasury until provision shall be made by law 
to meet such increase of expenditure by a tax upon incomes specifically appli- 


cable thereto. 

As a matter of course the originating of this income tax would come 
from the House of Representatives; but this amendment simply goes to 
the extent of providing that until, according to the Constitution, the 
income tax shall be created, these pensions shall not be paid. If by 
any sort of forced construction thatcan be held to announce the doc- 
trine that the Senate can originate a revenue bill, I confess I do not un- 
derstand the force of the English language. 

Mr. HARRIS. Is there any tax imposed by the amendment? 

Mr. VEST. Nota bit; that is a matter subsequent and to be regu- 
lated by law. 

Mr. HARRIS. Of course. 

Mr. GEORGE. By the very few remarks I made I did not expect 
to get up a debate on a constitutional question; but as the Senator 
from Missouri has denied the correctness of my position I will respond 
to his statement, I think very satisfactorily. 

The Constitution of the United States provides that all bills to raise 
money shall originate in the House of resentatives. That gives 
the House of Representatives the exclusive right of the initiation of 
money bills. Now for this body in a bill passed by it making an ap- 
propriation which the amendment itself assumes to be a proper one, to 
limit that appropriation, to say it shall not take effect unless the House 
of Representatives shall originate a proposition to raise a tax in a cer- 
tain way, it seems to me is an attempt upon the part of the Senate to 
coerce the House of tatives into the of a tax law. 
It may not be strictly a violation of the Constitution of the United States, 
but it is a violation of its spirit. It is not within the power of this 
body in the discharge of a public duty, as that amendment admits the 
passage of this bill to be, to say it will not discharge that duty unless 
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the House of Representatives will bring in a tax measure of a certain 
character. 

Mr. VEST. If the Senator from Mississippi will point out one ling 
or syllable or letter of this amendment which provides for any appro- 
priation or the creatidn of any tax then I should certainly apologize to 
him in the most public and ample manner, but this is simply a condi- 
tion which may arise in the fature or may not. If the House of Rep- 
resentatives sees proper to originate an income tax hereafter, then this 
amendment would become operative. Until the House of Representa- 
tives does it under the Constitution and according to law, then the 
amendment is inoperative, and that is the whole of it. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I wishtosayasingleword. I shall not be charged 
with taking up much of the time of the Senate. 

I yoted against the amendment offered by the Senator from Delaware. 
I voted to lay it on the table, because I knew that a vote in favor of 
that amendment was a vote against this bill. I do not believe there is 
the remotest probability at this time of the House of Representatives 
originating or Congress passing an income tax; and consequently the 
proposition that this bill should be non-effective until such a law is 
enacted to my mind would be giving a vote which I have at no time 
intended to give on this matter. 

Now, a single word on the subject of the income tax, so that I may 
not be misunderstood. I voted for the creation of the income tax in 
the other House of Congress a good many years ago, and I was one of 
the few who voted against its repeal when it disappeared from the stat- 
ute-book. I remember that nearly everybody was stampeded by the 
difficulties of collecting an income tax, and the cogent and somewhat 
peculiar argument in favor of its repeal was the enormous amount of 
perjury which men committed to avoid the payment of an income tax. 
I believe in a tax onincomes. I believe it is an honest method of rais- 
ing revenue, and I think I would be, upon a fair proposition coming 
forward in alegitimate way, for a well-regulated income tax, and take 
the chances for the loss of souls by perjury in trying toevade it, which 
seemed to be the great argument at the time of the repeal in favor of 
its repeal. 

This much I desired to say, and no more. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
made as in Conimittee of the Whole were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was 
read the third time. 

Mr. BECK. I ask for the yeas and nays on the passage of the Dill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON (when his name was called). For this day Iam paired 
with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] and have been paired 
with him on all the amendments on which we have voted to-day. 1 
should vote for the of the bill if he wero present. 

Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Maryland [ Mr. WILSON]. 

Mr. COKE (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from New York [Mr. Evarts] on this bill. If he were here, I 
should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. COLQUITT (when his name was called). 
Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER]. 
vote “‘nay.’’ 

Mr. DOLPH (when his name was called). 
with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Pveu]. 
at ae 
Mr. CONGER (when the name of Mr. EvARTS was called), The Sen- 
ator from New York [Mr. Evarts] is paired with the Senator from 
Texas [Mr. Coxe]. If he were present, the Senator from New York 
would vote for this bill. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). Upon all questions con- 
nected with this I am paired with the Senator from Vermont ( Mr. 
EpMuNDs]. If he were present, I should vote “nay,” and I imagine 
he would vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

Mr. HEARST (when his name was called). Iam paired with my 
coll (Mr. STANFORD]; but I do not know how he would vote on 
this bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. I have no doubt he would vote for the bill. 

Mr. HEARST. If I were at liberty to vote, I should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. SPOONER (when the name of Mr. MrTcH ELL, of Pennsylvania, 
was called). I have been asked to announce that the Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. MrrcHE.L] is paired with the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. Jones], and to state that if he were present, the Senator trom 

1 would vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. PALMER (when his name was called). 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANcE]. 
vote “*vea.”? 

Mr. HAWLEY (when Mr. PLAtr’s name was called). My colleague 
(Mr. PLATT] is paired with the Senator from West Virginia [ Mr. CaM- 
DEN]. M ee would vote “‘yea.”’ 

Mr. McMILLAN (when Mr. SABrn’s name was called). My col- 


Iam paired with the 
If he were present, I should 


I am paired on this vote 
I would vote “‘yea,’’ if 


I am paired with the 
If he were here, I should 
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Jeague [Mr. SABIN] is absent, and is paired with the Senator from West 
Virginia [Mr. Kenna]. If my colleague were here, he would vote tor 
the bill. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DAWES. I am pai 
MAXEy]. Ifhe were here, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. COCKRELL. I vote ‘‘nay.’’ I desire to announce that the 
Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] and myself were paired upon the 
last two yea-and-nay calis, 

Mr. ALLISON. I vote “‘ yea.”’ : 

Mr. BLAIR. I desire to announce that my colleague [Mr. P1kE] is 
absent from the Senate on account of sickness. If present, he would 
vote for the bill. 

The result was announced—yeas 34, nays 14; as follows: 


with the Senator from Texas [Mr. 


YEAS—H. 

Aldrich, Gibson, Mahone, Sewell, 
Allison, Hale, Manderson, Sherman, 
Blair, Hampton, Miller, Ss ner, 
Bowen, Harrison, Mitchell of Oreg., Van Wyck, 

wn, Hawley, Morrill, Voorhees. 
Conger, Hoar, Payne, Walthall, i 
Cullom, Ingalls, Plumb, Wilson of Iowa. 
Frye, iogen. Riddleberger, 
George, MeMillan, Sawyer, 

NAYS—l4, 
Beck, Cockrell, Jones of Arkansas, Vest, 
Berry, Eustis, McPherson, Whitthorne. 
Blackburn, Gorman, Morgan, 
Call, Gray, Saulsbury, 
ABSENT—28. 

Butler, Delph, Jones of Nevada, Pugh, 
Camden, Edmunds, Kenna, Ransom, 
Cameron, T-varts, Maxey Sabin, 
Race, Fair, Mitchell of Pa., Stanford, 
Coke, i Palmer, Teller, 
Colquitt, Hearst, Pike, Vance, 
Dawes, Jones of Florida, Platt, Wilson of Md. 


So the bill was 


On motion of Mr. BLAIR, the title was amended by striking out 
‘six months’’ and inserting ‘‘ three months.”’ 


AMENDMENT TO RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
Mr. PAYNE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Com:nittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate 
the next special order, which is the bill (8S. 714) to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. LOGAN. I ask leave to make a report—— 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask leave to take up the next two bills on the Cal- 
endar, which relate to pensions. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Illinois was recog- 
nized. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appropriations, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5886) making appropriations for 
the — of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1887, to report it without amendment. I desire to have that bill 
acted on now. Iwill state to the Senate that there is not a change in 
it as reported. We have taken the bill precisely as it came from the 
House of Representatives and reported it, and I do not desire to take 
up the time of the Senate to explain it. I will only say that it isa 
reduction of some $12,000 from last year’s bill. There are some things 
in it I would amend if it was left to me; but the committee thought 
it best to report the bill as it came from the House, inasmuch as there 
is nothing material that we would desire to change. 

The P. ENT pro tempore. Pending the special order, the Sen- 
ator from Illinois asks unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the woe o> Is there objection? The 
Chair hears none, and the bill (H. R. 5886) making appropriations for 
the of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1887, is before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. It will be 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Pending the reading of this bill the 


Senator from V. moves that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
Ganeicheniees tebe 


Mr. LOGAN. I hope not. We shall get this bill through in ten 
minutes, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 


pore. 
ae from Virginia. [Putting the question.] The noes appear to 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER, I ask for the yeas and na: 


a ordered ; sauk Guatiemmtens peesceded to call 


Mr. COKE (when his name was called). I am paired on all ques- 
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tions with the Senator from New York [ Mr. EvARtTs]. 
I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs], and withhold my vote. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. VEST. I announce my pair with the Senator from Kansas [| Mr. 
PLUMB]. 

Mr. ALLISON (after having voted in the negative). I voted, but 
am paired with the Senator from Missouri |Mr. CocKRELL]. He de- 
sires an executive session, and therefore I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I am paired with the Senator from Illinois 
CULLOM]. 

The result was announced 


If he were here, 


| Mr, 


u 


yeas 14, nays 26; as follows: 


YEAS—l4. 
Beck, Call, Ifampton, Walthall, 
Berry, Colquitt Hoar, Whitthorne. 
Blackburn, George, Jones of Arkansas, 
Brown, Gibson, Riddleberger, 

NAYS—26. 
Aldrich, Gray, Miller, Sawyer, 
Butler, Harriso", Mitchell of Oreg., Sewell, 
Chace, Ingalls, Morgan, Sherman, 
Conger, Logan. Morrill, Spooner, 
Dolph, MeMillan, Palmer, Wilson of Iowa. 
Frye, Mahone, Payne, 
Gormar, Manderson, Saulsbury, 

ABSENT—36. 

Allison, Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 
Blair, Eustis, Kenna, Sabin, 
Bowen, Evarts, McPherson, Stanford, 
Camden, Fair, Maxey. Teller, 
Cameron, Hale, Mitchell of Pa., Vance, 
Cockrell, Harris, Pike, Van Wyck, 
Coke, Hawley, Platt, Vest, 
Cullom, Mearst, Plumb, Voorhees, 
Dawes, Jones of Florida, Pugh, Wilson of Md, 


So the motion was not agreeti to. 

Mr. HARRISON. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I ask the Senator to withhold that for a 
moment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. HARRISON. Iwithdraw the motion if the Senator from Iowa 
will renew it. 


The Senator from Indiana moves 


GEORGE W. CRAMBLETT. 


Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I merely wish to make a request. Yester- 
day the bill (H. R. 6000) granting a pension to George W. Cramblett 
was reported adversely from the Committee on Pensions and indefinitely 
postponed. I ask unanimous consent that that vote may be reconsid- 
ered and the bill placed upon the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Senator from Iowa moves that 
the vote indefinitely postponing the bill named by him be reconsidered, 
and that it be placed on the Calendar. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none; and the bill will be placed on the Calendar with the ad- 
verse report. 

MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. LOGAN. Now I desire to have the appropriation bill read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reading of the bill will be pro- 
ceeded with. 3 

The Secretary read the bill (H. R. 5886) making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1887. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that this bill only displaces the bank- 
ruptcy bill informally. It is not a laying aside of it. 

Mr. LOGAN. It will not take ten minutes to pass this. 

Mr. HOAR. It will be so understood by the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘he Chair will lay before the Sen- 
ate the bankruptcy bill prior to the close of the day’s session. 

Mr. BECK. I ask the Senator from Illinois when this bill was con- 
sidered in committee? I thought I attended every meeting. 

Mr. LOGAN. It was considered the other day in your absence. 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon; I was absent. My colleague on the 
committee from Maryland [Mr. GorMAN] tells me he never heard of 
it, and I never heard of it. We had no notice about it. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Maryland [Mr. GorMAN] will 
bear in mind that I stated to him about it and he gave his assent to it, 
though he was not present when it was considered in committee. It 
was rather informally considered, I agree. If there is any objection 
to it I trust the Senator from Illinois will give these gentlemen an op- 
portunity to investigate it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly; I have not the slightest objection to the bill 
being recommitted to the committee if anybody desiresit. It wassub- 
mitted to a subcommittee; we considered it; the subcommittee agreed 
to it, the Senator from Florida [Mr. CALL] being one of them. He 
said that whatever the rest of us agreed to would besatisfactory to him. 
So I reported the bill back. We agreed to the bill exactly as it came 
from the House, and I was instricted to report it, and I have done so. 
If there is any desire to have the bill recommitted I have no objection. 
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Mr. BECK. I do not desire to have a recommittal of the bill; but 
calling up a bill at twenty minutes to six and putting it through with- 
out a word of explanation is not usual. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the Senator from Illinois will have the bill 
recommitted to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iwilldoso. I move that it be recommitted. 
prepared a written report. 

Mr. BECK. If the report is read, I shall be content. 

Mr. LOGAN, L intended to have it read after the bill was read. I 
have a written report and statement showing every dollar expended 
last year and this year, and a comparative statement showing every- 
thing there is in the bill, which I intended to put in the RECORD so 
that everybody could see it. 

Mr. BECK. The reason why I made the inquiry was that the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY] and myself were on the board 
of visitors last year and we made quite a number of recommendations 
in our written report of changes and improvements which ought to be 
made, some of which I desire to call attention to. They were sub- 
mitted quite elaborately and the reasons for them were presented at 
length. I did net know whether they were included in this bill or 
not; and I desire to hear the report read, becauseif they are I am con- 
tent. 

Mr. LOGAN. I move that the bill be recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
on the committee. 

It has been stated to the Senate that I had not remembered the fact 
of this bill having been considered in committee. I did make that re- 
mark. I had no recollection at the time, however, that the chairman 
of the committee had called my attention to the fact that the bill would 
be reported as it came from the House. I now remember that. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask that the bill be recommitted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, It has been already recommitted. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I now move that the Senate proceed tothe 
consideration of executive business. 

Mr. CONGER. Pending that motion, I move that the Senate ad- 

journ. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I ask if mineis not a motion that has pri- 
ority? It may not, of course, when I make it; I understand that per- 
fectly well, especially when the Senator from Michigan proposes to make 


any other motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Pending a motion to to the 
consideration of executive business a motion to adjourn is always in 
order. 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. 


Ihave 


lask leave to say one word on this subject, as Iam 


I then withdraw my motion, but I should 
like, if the Senator from Michigan would allow me, to have permission 
to state just now that my object in making the motion is that the Sen- 
ate shall understand that I do it at a time when nobody can object to 
it except some one who wants to go to dinner. 


The PRESIDENT pro . It is moved that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 41 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, May 20, at 12 
o’clock m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


WEDNESDAY, May 19, 1886. 


The House met at 1lo’clocka.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. Mitsurn, D. D. 


The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved. 
CORRECTION. 

Mr. HEARD. Mr. Speaker, I notice that the Recorp represents 
meas having obtained leave of absence. I have not asked or obtained 
such leave. 

The SPEAKER. The correction will be made. The leave of ab- 
sence was in fact granted to the gentleman from Wisconsin, Mr. Hupp. 
W. H. BEARD. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, submitting an estimate from the of the Navy 
of an appropriation to pay W. H. Beard for to dredge-boat 
caused by fouling with the United States steamer 
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 1883. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmii a detailed account of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the United States for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1883; which was referred to the Committee on 
in the Treasury Department, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT SMITH VS. THE UNITED STATES. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the assistant 
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; which was 


May 19, 


clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting a copy of the order and find- 
ings of fact in the case of Robert Smith vs. The United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following Senate })\/|5. 
which were severally read a first and second time, and referred as {}- 
lows: 

The bill (S. 12) to authorize the juries of the United States circuit an 
district courts to be used interchangeably, and to provide for drawiny 
talesmen—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill (S. 127) for the relief of H. K. Belding—to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Joint resolution (S. R. 48) authorizing Rear-Admiral J. W. A. Nich- 
olson to accept a medal conferred upon him by the King of Sweden and 
Norway—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Joint resolution (S. R. 18) for the relief of the Kansas City, Fort 
Scott and Gulf Railroad Company—to the Committee on Pacific Rail- 


roads. 

The bill (S. 2135) to compensate Isaiah W. Lees and H. H. Ellis, of 
San.Francisco, for services rendered the Government—to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

The bill (S. 1587) in relation to the trustees of the Reform Schoo! of 
the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia 

The bill (S. 1577) to amend the third section of an act entitled ‘An 
act to provide for the sale of the Sac and Fox and Iowa Indian reserva- 
tions, in the States of Nebraska and Kansas, and for other purposes,’’ 
approved March 3, 1885—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The bill (8S. 1568) to authorize Commander John W. Philip, United 
States Navy, to accept a silver pitcher from the Government of thc 
United States of Colombia—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill (S. 1422) to amend the law relating to the bonds of execi!- 
tors of the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

The bill (S. 1393) to extend the limits of the port of Portland asa 
port of entry—to the Committee on Commerce. 

The bill (S. 1339) to amend the police regulations of the District 0: 
Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The bill (S. 990) to enable the State of California to take lands in 
lieu of the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections found to be mineral 
lands—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The bill (S. 976) for the relief of certain officers of the Signal Service— 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill (8S. 365) for the relief of Martin L. Bundy—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims. 

The bill (S. 129) authorizing the Secretary of War to adjust and set- 
tle the account for arms, ammunition, and accouterments between thc 
Territory of Montana and the United States—to the Committee on \1i1- 
itary Affairs. 

REPORTS OF THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a concurrent resolution 
for the printing of 15,000 additional of the reports of the South 
American Commission, Executive Document No. 226, Forty-eighth Con- 

second session, and Executive Document No. 50, Forty-nint) 
first session; which was read and referred to the Committe: 


on Printing. 
REPORT ON INTEROCEANIC CANAL. 


rs ee ee laid eS eect 
printing additional copies ie report o r. Menoca 
= the Sesevinnie One Senate Executive Document No. 99, first 
session Forty-ninth Congress; which was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 
RETURN OF BILLS TO THE SENATE. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the following: 


Is THe SeNxate or THE Unrrep States, May 18, 1555. 
be directed to request the House of resenta- 


bill to enable the State of California to 
tee detocuth und thirty stath sechions found to be mineral 


the House of Representa- 
nee Seo, 1886, agree- 
ves to the (8. 1227) grant- 


SPEAKER. In the absence of objection this request of the 
Senate will be granted. 
was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
es absence was granted as follows: 
ten 
for the remainder of the week, on account of impor 








1886. 





REPRINTING OF A REPORT. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the following request: 


Mr. Bexmont desires to have House Report No. 1938, to accompany House bill 
No. 6520, to reform and reorganize the consular service, reprinted for the use of 
the House, the copies heedielees printed having been exhausted. 


The SPEAKER. If there is no objection this report will be re- 
printed. 
There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. CULBERSON. I ask unanimous consent to have taken from the 
House Calendar for present consideration Senate bill 91, to amend an 
act entitled ‘‘An act to granta right of way for a railroad ‘and telegraph 
line through the lands of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations of Indians 
to the Saint Louis and San Francisco Railway Company, and for other 

” 
7 Mr. BLOUNT. Under instructions from the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads I must call for the regular order. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I ask the gentleman from Georgia—— 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman well understands that this day is 
set apart for debate on a bill which may not be debated at any other 
time, while the gentleman can seek the floor any morning to bring up 
the bill he has indicated. 


SEWELL COULSON AND OTHERS. 


The SPEAKER. By mistake Senate bill No. 249, for the payment 
of Sewell Coulson and Porter, Harrison & Fishback for legal services, 
was referred to the Committee on War Claims. If there be no objec- 
tion, that committee will be di from the further consideration 
of the bill, and it will be referred to the Committee on Claims. 
There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 
FEES OF WITNESSES AND JURORS. 


Mr. RANDALL. I desire to makea privileged report from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. The committee to which was referred a res- 
olution making inquiry whether fees of witnesses and jurors for 1883 
and prior years have all been paid, has directed me to report the same 
back with a recommendation that it lie on the table. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

the of the Treasury be d inform the House 
wholes aii fees of er and of jurors, for Br 1088 and orto onan, Seve been 


paid, and, if not, what amount thereof remain unpaid, and whether appropria- 
tions are available for the payment of the same. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania ask for the 
—s the — accompanying the resolution ? 

Mr. RANDAL I think it had better be read, or else inserted in 
the Recorp. The resolution proposed to call for information which 
the Committee on Appropriations think is already in the possession of the 
House, and the report gives references to the documents in which that 
information can be found. 

The SPEAKER. If there be wodiguttion the report will be printed 
in the Recor. 


There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. The report is 


‘The Committee on eta whom was referred the resolution of in- 

nl fee of sof witness to *‘ inform the House whether 
thereof remain tmpaid, an ee rete ene heen as.ond, if 

whether appropriationsare avail- 


ah for enon payment meatthe ryote 


patentee, the possesion of the House, and isco - 
documents of this session, numbe O,and 


ac- 


boom to the manenstihlialion of the 
Committee on Appropriations that the resolution be laid on the table, 


it was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS, 
Mr. BLOUNT. I ask unanimous consent that the formal call of 


oie Bi BEACH. I think we gain no time by that arrangement, and it 
creates confusion at the desk. I shall have to object. I call for the 


order. 

proceeded to call the standing and select committees 
oe tana toes be referred to the appropriate calendars. 

BRIDGE AOROSS THE MISSISSIPPI AT DUBUQUE, IOWA. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 

pected, a for H. R. 8141, so (H. R. 8973) to authorize 

construction arent, een, foot-passenger across 

the Missississippi River at or near Dubuque, in the State of Iowa; 


Bes 
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which was read a first and second time, referred to the House Calen- 
dar, and, with the acecmpanying report, ordered to be printed. 

House bill 8141 w as, by unanimous consent, laid on the table. 

CHEYENNE AND NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Mr. CAREY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back 
with amendment the bill (H. R. 8037) to authorize the Cheyenne and 
Northern Railway Company to build its road across the Fort Russell 
and Fort Laramie military reservations; which was referred to the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

FORFEITURE OF LAND GRANT IN IOWA. 

Mr. VAN EATON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, reported 
back favorably the bill (S. 149) forfeiting a part of certain lands granted 
to the State of Iowa to aid in the construction of railroads in that State, 
and for other purposes; which was referred to the House Calendar, and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STRUBLE. I desire to inquire whether it would be in order to 
call up that bill for consideration now. 

The SPEAKER. It would not. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Under the rules, when may it be called up? 

The SPEAKER. An order of the House made during the present 
session gives the Committee on Public Lands the right to call upat any 
time when the House is uot otherwise engaged bills forfeiting land 
grants to railroad companies and certain other classes of bills mentioned 
in the order. But the House is now engaged in receiving reports from 
committees under the rule. 

DENISON AND WASHITA VALLEY RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported back wit!: 
favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1486) to authorize the Denison 
and Washita Valley Railway Company to construct and operate a rail- 
way through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes; which was 
referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. PERRY, from the Committee on the Territories, reported back 
with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8288) to reapportion the 
Territory of New Mexico; which was referred to the House Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM J. SMITH. 

Mr. NEAL, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with favora- 
ble recommendation the bill (S. 13) for the relief of William J. Smith, 
late surveyor of customs of the port of Memphis, State of Tennessee; 
which was referred to the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

ESTATE OF ISAAC P, TICE. 

Mr. TRIGG, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 
amendments the bill (H. R. 1671) for the relief of the administrators 
of the estate of Isaac P. Tice, deceased; which was referred to the I’ri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


H. B. WILSON, ADMINISTRATOR. 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 
favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 63) for the relief of H. B. 
Wilson, administrator of the estate of William Tinder, deceased; which 
was referred to the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

OFFICE OF SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT UNITED STATES. 

Mr. DIBBLE, from the Committee on Elections, reported back with 
amendments the joint resolution (H. Res. 61) proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States creating and defining the office 
of second vice-president of the United States; which was referred to 
the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr, BEACH, from the same committee, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted minority views; whick were ordered to be printed, to accom- 

the report of the committee. 

Mr. CALDWELL. I desire to subgiit hereafter other views of a 
minority to accompany this report. 

There was no objection, and leave was granted tothe minority to file 
views hereafter. 


ADVERSE REPORT. 

Mr. PETERS, from the Gommittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
re back with adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 5319) to 
amend an act entitled “‘An act authorizing the Postmaster-General to 
adjust certain claims of postmasters for losses by fire, burglary, and 
other unavoidable casualties; which was ordered to be laid on the table, 
and the accompanying report printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union te further consider 
general appropriation bills. 

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Speaker, this day was set apart for the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and I would like to have an understanding that 
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we shall have another day in lieu of this, which will be occupied by 
the Post-Office Committee. 

«The SPEAKER. The bill reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs (H. R. 7634) was set for consideration on this day. The gen- 
tleman from Indiana asks that that order be continued until the com- 
mittee has had one day for the consideration of this bill. Is there ob- 
jection? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
The motion of Mr. BLouNT was then agreed to. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. HAMMOND in the chair. 

Mr. MILLARD. Mr. Chairman, having discussed the question un- 
der consideration at length upon a previous occasion, I desire to occupy 
the attention of the House for a very few moments only, after which I 
will yield what remains of my time to my friend from New Jersey [Mr. 
PHELPS]. 

The precise. question before this committee and which we are called 
upon to pass is. whether we shall appropriate the sum of $375,000 
for the transportation of our foreign mails, or whether we shall appro- 
priate the sum of $800,000, as provided by the amendment of the 
Senate. Sir, I am not surprised at the action taken by the Senate. 
The sum of $375,000, as set forth in the original bill and as presented 
by the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, is not sufficient 
even to pay sea and inland postage. To substantiate the statement I 
make I call the attention of the committee to the report of the Super- 
intendent of Foreign Mails. He says: 

If it is the will of Congress that the entire sea and inland postage shall be 
given to vessels of the United States register for the conveyance a nails trans- 
ported by them, the estimate of $350,000 must be increased $75,009, 

This House, upon a former occasion when this matter was here for 
consideration, sought to put upon the bill the sum of $75,000, but we 
were unable to do even that. The matter goes to the Senate, and that 
body, without distinction of party proposes, to appropriate not $375,- 
000, but $800,000 

Bir, I have no fear of the cry of ‘‘ subsidy”? so far as I am coneerned. 
It has no terrors for me. I do not know any one of the companies 

in the transportation of our foreign mails. I have no interest 
in these companies; I have the same interest that every other citizen 
of this great Republic, no more and no less. Now whatis this proposi- 
tion that comes before us from theSenate? First, it is that the foreign 
mails shall be carried by American steamships. Is there a member on 
the floor of this House who objects to that? Is there any subsidy in 
that? The original bill does not declare that our mails shall be carried 
by American vessels or steamships. It app tes er the sum of 
$375,000, ae it in the discretion of the Postmaster-General how 
that money be expended. 


We come to the second pegetion That not only that $375,000, but 


there shall be given a sum of $800,000. Notwithstanding we are the 
largest agricultural manufacturing country in the world and ought to 
export more than any other nation, we are the only nation on the face 
of the earth that compels vessels to carry the mails for sea and inland 
postage. gives annually $3,000,000; Germany gives a 600, - 
000; France gives $3,600,000. We gave last year the sum of 
$271 aor ich, for eae galt distinguished 

Mr. BurRows], was to foreign ps. 
—— Chairman, a i ago we voted fifteen and a quarter millions 
for the improvement of the rivers and harbors of this country; anes. 
000 of that appropriation went for the purpose of improving the 
sissippi River. 1 ask you what t justice ofr or propriety is there in thle 
House giving $4,000,000 to the Mississippi River and refusing the sum 
of $800,000 to establish lines between the United States and the South 
American Republics? 

Upon what theory can we appropriate millions for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Mississippi River and then close its mouth against 
the ports of South America? 

In my ———— sir, this $800,000, if voted as prescribed by this 
amendment, will bring tergd vantages and benefit to this country 
than the entire fifteen and one-fourth millions contained in the river 
and harbor bill. 

The great question that confronts us to-day as a nation and asa 
ple—and a question that we have got to meet sooner or later—is aa 
we are to find a-market for our surplus prodjcts. Just south and east 
of us are Venezuela and Brazil; beyond is the Empire of Japan; Ven- 
ezuela with a population of 3,000, os Brazil with a of 10,- 
000,000, Japan with a population of 40,000,000. are without 
manufactures. They have to go abroad for their aameiaieaaa prod- 
ucts. Theanswer to this question isin the of the Senate amend- 
ment. Let us establish our commercial with these countries. 
We are entitled to their trade, and we will have it if we will take the 


necessary steps. 

In the South American republics we shall find a market for all our 
surplus products. 

Mr. Chairman, I have oceupied more time than I intended. I 
want to reiterate what I said on a former oceasion. I have given 
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matter a great deal of thodght without the slightest interest in the ques- 
tion save that of any citizen of the country. I say, rather than permit 
foreign vessels to transport our mails, rather than permit foreign coun- 
tries, England, Germany, and France to monopolize the trade of Bra- 
zil, of Venezuela, of Japan, ay, and of China, I would build the yes- 
sels at Government expense, would equip them with American seamen, 
and establish commercial relations with every South American Repu}. 
lic. If $800,000 are not sufficient I would make it eight times this 
amount. [Applause. ] 

I yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman from New Jersey 
[Mr. PHELPS]. ' 

The CHAIRMAN. 
time remaining. 

Mr. PHELPS. This amendment, and especially the action of the 
Senate when they passed it, is full of encouragement to the friends of 
American shipping. Thirty-nine Senators voted for the measure; only 
eighteen v: againstit. Inthediscussion and in the division there was 
no effort to make ita party question. Each Senator spoke and each Sen- 
ator voted according to his view of the merits of the question, and on 
the final passage eight Democratic Senators—— 

Mr. BLOUNT. I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. It is notin order to comment on the opinions or 
action of Senators. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairthinksthe point of order is well taken. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam not making a comment upon the opinions of 
Senators beyond stating the facts which are given to the world by the 
press and the CONGRESSIONAL RecorD. I think the gentleman from 
Georgia should be proud that eight Democratic Senators had the cour- 


age—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will suspend his remarks till the 
point of order is determined. 

Mr. PHELPS. I trust that the objection of the gentleman from 
Georgia to hearing the truth about the action of his colleagues in the 
Senate will not be taken out of my time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman from New Jersey is dealing unfairly 
in continuing his remarks. 

Mr. PHELPS. Why could not the matter of order be settled if I 
simply say I read in the public prints that eight Democratic Senators 
voted to give free ships to American commerce ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. I call the gentleman to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair asks the gentleman from Georgia to 
cite the rule under which 7” makes the point of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. If this is exhausting my time I would rather print 
the extract from the CoNGRESSIONAL RECORD which gave the vote 
and 
Mr. BURROWS. I presume while the point of order is being con- 
sidered that will not be deducted from the gentleman’s time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will take care of that. 

Mr. STEELE. I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. STEELE. Is it in order to delay the business of the Ilouse 
while the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLounr] is studying the 
rules? 

The CHAIRMAN. The business of the House is not being delayed. 
The rule is being sought at the request of the Chair. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I will ask the Clerk to read from page 132 of Jeflvr- 
son’s Manual. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


It is a breach Sate & Sa to alive wt what has been said on the same sub- 


orthe particular votes or majorities on it there, because 
each House should be left to its own ind liency, not to be in- 


epend 
the ings of the other; and the quoting them might beget 
yeaa maiialantantion between the two Houses. 


The gentleman has twenty-two minutes of his 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair stated to the gentleman from New 
Jersey that he thought the point of order was well taken, but would 
be willing to hear from the gentleman after the reading of fie rule. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, then,with the view of saving time, 
I will withdraw the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order being withdrawn, the centle- 
man from New Jersey will 

Mr. PHELPS. I thank the gentleman for waiving his point of order 
and will trespass no farther than to say that I read in the public press 
and the Recorp of Congress thateight Democratic Senators had thie cour- 
age to vote to give new ships to American commerce and new markets to 
American manufactures. eee een ne cone dn, it 
is time for this House to do theirs. The measure has so many ady.n- 
tages, it supplies so many wants, we ought promptly to adopt it. \\e 

want steamships; this measure will give them. We want markets {or 

our surplus; this measure willgivethem. We want todefend our coasts. 
this measure will give us a merchant marine, the militia of the sca—the 

most efficient means of doing it. 

measure, so useful, so reasonable, we shall refuse to pass, if 

reject it, Seiten Ms cleanin chit tan eabetdy. Itis not asubsidy, 

t. Whatisit? Itisa 
the mails, and if you ask 
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me how I ascertain that the payment is a fair one, I answer, as ascertain 
the fair price for any commodity or any service. I go out into the mar- 
and I ask the price, and in this case I go out into the market of 
world and learn that this price which we propose to pay for carry- 
our mail is less than the price paid by any other nation. No one 
has yet challenged the proposition, except in the case of Germany. Let 
us then, for amoment to look at the history of Germany in this re- 
lation. Germany did not encourage her shipping by liberal paymentor 
gift, and because she did not the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLoUNT] 
in great enthusiasm ‘exclaimed, ‘* How business-like ! 

great statesman at the head of the German Empire ! ¥ 

But what was the result of all this business and all this statesman- 
ship? Germany secured only two steamship lines worthy of mention. 
‘They run between Hamburg and Bremen and New York, between old 
and wealthy These have done a good business and increased 
their ships, but only because they had the business of carrying emi- 
grants, which is always lucrative. A line to Australia tried to live; 
but its service was so wandering and dilatory, it was such a fleet of 
tramps, that the Germans sent their mails and their freight in British 
bottoms; and look at the result! Theold principle operated; business 
followed the flag, and the Germans found that London bankers got all 
of the exchanges and London merchants were beginning to get all of 
the business. So Germany acted the part of wisdom. These facts were 
stated in a memorial, which was the foundation of new legislation in 
the and u their presentation the German Parliament 
acted—reversed its policy, and started courageously upon the path long 
trod by its successful neighbors. It agreed to give $1,000,000 toa sin- 
gle line for carrying the German mail one year to Australia. One mill- 
ion dollars to a single line! The gentleman from Georgia praised the 
old policy of Germany, which Germany publicly declared was a fail- 
ure. Why does he refuse to praise the new policy of Germany? Must 
we take words from his mouth, and, in view of $1,000,000 voted di- 
rectly to the North German Lloyds, exclaim for him, ‘‘ How business- 
like! How worthy the great statesman at the head of the German 
Empire!’ [Laughter. ] 

But we think this an excessive payment. We have more moderate 
notions. Our Pacific Mail Company has for years been performing this 
same service upon almost the same terms. She has carried our mails 
to Australia promptly, safely, and frequently. But we did not give her 
$1,000,000; we gave her $20,000; and for this paltry sum she carried 
them during the year 1884 750,000 miles. . 

This is the service rendered to the mail service of this country; and 

this is all for many a year we have paid her for it. And yet the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. GUENTHER] has spoken of this company 
as an enemy to the country. Yes, an enemy, if to multiply our trade 
many times and to get no pay for doing so is worthy of censure. Yes, 
if to multiply our trade with Australia three times, our trade with 
Mexico four times, and our trade with Central America fifteen times, 
and to do it for nothing, is the act of a public enemy, but not otherwise. 
Yet this is what the Pacific Mail has done for us in the last ten or fif- 
teen years. 
This is the payment that Germany makes nowadays for carrying her 
mails, I will take one example from the policy of France, and choose 
one that is near by and familiar, because it is easier to understand and 
to remember, 

For many years France has had a steamship line plying between 
Havre and New York. It was old and faithful, but not excellent. 
sought to improve it. She offered an inducement, and as a re- 
sult five new steamers of i proportions are entering the line. 
And what is the inducement? France gives each steamer that makes 
the round trip $14,500. The round trip is 6,000 miles; so if we pay 

highest rate warranted by this amendment the United States will 

to the American steamer that renders this service $3,000. France 
$14,500 for what we are to pay—if our opponents will let us give 
ommmaail pays $1,000,000 for what 

ying $20,000. 
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world and see these results, and if there were time for details how many 
separate proofs of the wisdom of this policy might be cited like this. 
The United States now sends across the seas 25,000,000 tons annually. 
Statisticians say it is fair to assume that each ton costs $6. If that is 
30, this country alone pays to Great Britian $150,000, 000 for freight each 
But this only shows the liberality with which England spends 
money to encourage the mercantile marine. I want to show further, 
by a little incident, the courage and energy with which, under all cir- 
cumstances, she pursues this policy. France got her steamship line into 
Brazil first—Brazil for whose trade civilization competes and whose trade 


ought to be ours. This French line carried English mails and freight 


with safety and dispatch. It was practically direct connection for En- 


gland, as the French vessels stopped at Southampton. 


But this did not satisfy England. She had learned the lesson too 
well that trade follows the flag, and she determined to send her own 
flag to Brazil, so she made this extraordinary offer, to guarantee 8 per 
cent. on all the capital which should beinvested in anew English line, 


and this was in effect the form of her guarantee: If the profits made by 
this company shall not equal 8 per cent. on the capital invested, then 


the government will make up the deficiency. Was ita bad investment? 
Look at the trade of Brazil to-day. France and England to-day buy 
from Brazil about as much of its productions as we. | These two nations 
buy between fifty and sixty millionsof Brazilian products, and so does 
the United States. But when we look for the reciprocity how differ- 
Brazil buysof the United States nine millions; Brazil 
buys of France and England forty-nine millions of merchandise. And 
yet, as the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Burrows] showed, the bulk 
of the merehandise which Brazil buys consists of just those articles 
which are American specialties, and which our countrymen can produce 
better and cheaper than any competitors. The articles consist largely 
of cotton goods, machinery, agricultural implements. But France and 
England are willing to pay for it and own their transportation. We 
have no direct communication, and that disadvantage more than bal- 


ances the natural advantages which we possess. 


I have no time to speak of our long coast, which no navy can protect, 


and which must be left to the care of our mercantile marine. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Jersey has already ex- 


ceeded his time by two minutes. But the Chair will recognize him in 


his own right of —— 

Mr. BINGHAM. How much time does the gentleman want? 

Mr. PHELPS. Five minutes are enough. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iwill yield eight minutes of my time to the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I shall not abuse my friend’s courtesy, 
and I will sum up the rest of the points I wanted to make. 

There are several questions the friends of this measure ask and never 
get an answer. Let me repeat them. Why do the opponents of the 
measure do so much and pay so much for our domestic mails and do so 
little and pay so little for our foreign mails? What is the difference? 
Why have they given so much to railways—too much—in money, $100, - 
000,000; in land, 200,000,000 acres? And why do they refuse to give 
anything to steamships? What is the difference? And why do they 
encourage us to pay for carrying our mails on the land and along the 
coast more than the service returns, and exhibit horror when we sug- 
gest that they expend in the development of our foreign commerce 
scarcely half the money which our foreign mails have paid into the 
Treasury? We ask you to give $800,000 to encourage this great inter- 
est and you refuse, although you collect over $1,600,000 in ocean post- 
age. Shall we encourage home trade and frown upon foreign com- 
merce? 

Mr. Speaker, I want again to refer to the action of the Senate, not 
to abuse the courtesy of the gentleman from Georgia, who waived the 
point of order, but to recall a remark which the ReEcorp officially re- 
corded and the newspapers reported. A Senator had the courage to 
state the whole truth in this matter. He said his only regret in voting 
for this amendment was that the amount appropriated was too small. 
That Senator was the Senator from Georgia; and I say now, not in taunt 
of the gentleman from Georgia, whose sincerity I greatly honor, but 
in kindness for him—if what we hear of his great State is true; if it is 
growing in wealth, population, intelligence, and energy, the sentiments 
of her Senator are likely to be sentiments which his own people will 
approve and reward. [ Applause. ] 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Chairman, I regret very much that in conse- 
quence of indisposition I shall not be able to participate in the debate 
at this time asfullyasI hadintended. Ishall, therefore, yield so much 
time to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock] as he may desire 
to occupy. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I practically agree with the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin that this is no subsidy that we propose to 
for our foreign-mail service; but, sir, I do not wish to have it under- 
stood that I would be unwilling to vote a liberal subsidy if satisfied 
that the effect of it would be to extend American commerce and to 
build up foreign markets for the products of our farms and our fac- 
tories. 


However, the word ‘‘ subsidy ’’ is invoked in this discussion because, 
I suppose, it is imagined that it may have the effect to frighten some 
man from his conviction and change his vote. I suppose it is true that 
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wherever wealth is aggregated in large, in vast 

or steamship lines, you will have rich men, i in 
agement who will grasping in their disposition and in 
tices, and because there may be, or it is fancied there are, such men as 
that in the United States connected with certain steamship lines, their 
names are bandied about here on the floor of the House for the purpose 
of exciting prejudice against the Senate amendment that proposes to 
increase above the present law the compensation to be paid to Ameri- 
can ships for ocean mail service. I su 
of capital has had the same effect upon 
it has had upon this side of the ocean; and if necessary for the devel- 
opment of our industries I will quiteas soon, yes, sooner, vote money to 
our ownocean lines to open up a foreign market for the fruitsof our farms 
and factories, for the extension of American commerce, for the 


in railroads 
their man- 
their prac- 


estroy 
tries, ruin our commerce and drive it from the ocean. when tle- 
men clamor that the lobby is filled with suuvuhe dae ptahidataentnte 
amendments, I may as well retort that as strong, far stronger, influences 
are at work, emanating from other quarters, to strike down our American 
steamship lines; and to usenames, I wouldas soon vote foran American 
Jay Gould, an American Huntington, and an American Sage on this side 
of the Atlantic, if it will result in extending our trade, our markets, our 
commerce, as to vote for the English Jay Gould, the English Hunting- 
ton, the English Sage, the German Jay Gould, the German Huntington, 
the German Sage, when a ruined trade, market, and commerce are to fol- 
low. [Applause.] I have no doubt that the same processes that are 
practiced here are indulged in over there on similar questions; but I 
foreign 


have not felt any lobby influences, home or , in regard to this 
question. Those who speak of such influences as being at work doubt- 
less speak from theirown knowledge or else from imaginations, 
in neither case, from my standpoint, totheircredit. I believe that this 
question ought to be and that it will be decided, if not upon its merits 
and outside of any influences of doubtful character, at least according 
to the honest convictions of a majority of the House. 

Bat, sir, the only argument that is used against the Senate amend- 
ment, the only argument that has any force in it as against that amend- 
ment is suggested by the question, ‘‘ How can we expect to build 
this trade in the South American and Central American states and in 
Mexico if we need a high protective tariff to hold our home markets 
for our home products?’’ That question has been put to me to-day, 
and I have been asked to explain it. It is very of solution. 

He who has watched the progress of our man’ 
for the last twenty years knows this to bea fact: that in nearly all that 

South ica, in the Central American 


: 


as to cotton fabrics. All the cheaper grades of cotton goods we can pro- 
duce in this country and com with the manufacturers 
of the world. To-day--I 
have heen told 


because were enabled to uce them the aid 
of eee And dais t-guaneh toy thw des oe yearly 
exports of them amount to $12,000,000 of many products of leather, 
all this is equally true. Of leather goods we export to a foreign market 
about $10,000,000 in value; and you may go through with lines of goods 
those people buy and consume and you will establish the fact that by 
the development of our manufacturing industries, by the use of ma- 
chinery, we are able to make and sell to them as cheapas any one else 
those goods of which they consume considerable quantities and which 
make up their foreign eee 
bay in and we are to compete nce 
gland, and France only when they monopolize, the trans- 
portation, the tarrying trade. I am asked to explain why we can do 
this and yet pay more for our labor. I answer, because our manufact- 
ure of the I have mentioned is largely done in the 
use of but little manual labor is to make 





when reach the higher grade of goods, where there is a’ lary: 
cupeciitiets of skilled human labor, it is im ble to compete with 
bor laborers are paid the better 


la Our 
BROWN, of lvania. And if we enlarge the market and 
can we still manufacture the article cheaper and 
pay the same or higher rates for labor ? 
Mr. HISCOCK: If we the market we enlarge the production 
and the cost is reduced necessarily. It is true in this country by the 
of capital in all industries has been increased, and 
want to add in this connection that while production has been in- 
a ee has not only kept its place but has been in- 


It has not had the effect to depress labor; but, sir, as bearing upon 
this question, we have to-day a trade of some $40,000,000 with South 
America, and it is all in those lines of goods in which it has been demon- 
strated by actual experience that we can compete with European pro- 
ducers. And yet Europe has, a about two-thirds the South 

it is the only reason, because we 

transportation to their markets. I assert we can 

drive European producers from those markets at no great cost if you 
will give our people the same facilities for transportation. Ass i!]us- 
trating this, I have before me tables of the trade of the United States 
and other nations with Venezuela, to which the “Red D”’ line runs. 
try we to-day sell $14,831,221 worth of goods as against 
$11,902,322 worth sold by England; still less were sold there by Ger- 
many and France. Wherever we have opened up communication with 
a South American or a Central American state, buying largely from 
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can produce as cheap or 
, I say there is noth- 
policy is inconsistent with the 


up | development of our foreign trade, or that gentlemen who vote for this 


measure will take positions antagonistic to the protective policy. Sir, 
there is no question of free trade, revenue or out in- 
volved here at all. Gentlemen on the other side may attempt to whip 
men into line upon the pretense that this is a question of revenue re- 
form or of free trade, or on this side upon the ground that it is a ques- 
Ee ee ae I to 
see gen who understand this question quite as well as I do, and 
who differ with me upon the whole theory of and revenue, 
voting in the line of this Senate amendment. 

Another in regard to our South American trade. By ex- 
amination I find in 1884 we marketed there $7,000,000 of our 
agricultural luets—flour, bacon, lard, butter, hams, cheese. I fur- 


of these products, and 


place another fact: They import 


| 
i 


: 
: 
: 


into of butter and cheese. does not 
ee naan 

the United States is shipped to England or Holland and then to 
Brazil and sold at 75 cents per pound, and sold as English or Dutch 
Late -eaee 
But, Mr. ae te taather Gpast eFC cand to which I 
desire to call attention, and which bears directly upon the question 
whether this a subsidy or not. A subsidy to be offensive to me must 
be the giving of something for which we are to receive no return. It 
ee te ae ae teens in 
value is to be by the donee. Let us look at this question for 
a moment in that light. I ask the attention of the distinguished 
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amounts, I believe, to about forty 
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Mr. HISCOCK. Isay, Mr. Chairman, that the effect of the Brazilian 
line upon the importation of coffee alone has heen to reduce the freight, 
and so to reduce the cost to the consumer in about the amount I have 


stated. gies 
Mr. BLOUNT. And I remind the gentleman that the Brazilian line 
does not bring coffee at all. 
Mr. HISCOCK. In 1884 the Brazilian line brought here 199,254 
and the rtion to the whole amount taken to New York was 
ot posal ut I do not care whether the Brazilian line brings it or 
not. The Brazilian line holds the trade upon it down toa certain point, 
and if England, Germany, or any other country underbids them so that 
they are unwilling to it, and it ia brought by a cheaper line, is 
not the effect the same? not my argument equally under that 
condition of facts? It makes no difference whether coffee comes 
here in Aenean, Ratiose oc omnes ie Specie, vowels, I say that the 
effect of American competition has been to lower the freight and so to 
lower the eeet that commodity to the consumer for the past year 
$1,000,000 in.our markets, The lowering of price, which is due to the 



































and the gross amount paid by England is $2,250,000, being at the rate 
of $3.38 per mile. The same rate, if paid to the Pacific Mail Steam- 
ship Company, would yield $517,140. Under this amendment of the 
Senate, which they tell us subsidizes the Pacifie Mail Steamship Com- 
pany, that company will receive $76,800 as against $2,250,000 paid for 
similar service to rival lines, 

Take the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s line to Australia and the 
Straits colonies, running annually 145,600 miles. That company re- 
ceives the gross sum of $650,000, being at the rateof $4.18 amile. The 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company, if paid at the same rate, would 
receive $642,048, but under the Senate amendment will receive 
$112,500. 

Take the Royal Mail, running to Central America and the east coast 
of South America. For 480,960 miles annually traveled that line re- 
ceives $495,000, being at the rate of $1.03 a mile. The same rate paid 
to the American line which would compete with this foreign line would 
yield $135,960; yet under this bili that American line would receive 
only $66,000. 

Take the Brazil and the River Plate line, running 182,200 miles 
annually at the rate of 70 cents a mile and receiving $126,280. The 
same rate paid to American ships would give them $92,400; but under 
this Senate amendment they would receive but $66,000. 

I will not weary the committee by dwelling further upon these fig- 
ures, which I publish with my remarks. 

The result as shown by these statistics is that England, France, and 
Germany pay for their mail service from 50 per cent. over to 200 per 


Mr. BLO . Will the gentleman state how long the Brazilian 

line has been ? 5 
Mr. HISCOCK. Ithasbeen running! think since 1883; the Red line, 

to which is due to some extent the reduction of which I have spoken, 


longer. The other line began in 1882, earlier. In that short | cent. more than is paid by the United States. And do we say that 

period of time, Mr. Chairman, this result has been produced | they are subsidizing their lines? Where England has English com- 

in lowering the of that commodity in this country. merce, Germany German commerce, or France French commerce, in 

will read a just handed me: which their citizens respectively are engaged, they say to th ., ‘‘We 

gtcnmens: tramp once in three mon will carry your mail to you if your necessities require it or your inter- 

a May, "78; 1 ot May a SS ———, ai aniie ests thereby will be advanced.’’ In reference to her mail service, as 
of our line, January, 


in other matters, England says to her citizen, ‘‘ Wherever the English 
citizen is the English arm is strong enough, and will continue to be 
strong enough, to protect him and subserve his interests. 


LACHLAN, Jn. 
I am within bounds when I state that the reduction in freights alone 


solting oe the competition of these American steamship lines has Mr. Chairman, I would not stand here to advocate the carrying of 
benefited the American consumer at the rate of a million and a half | American mails in American ships ata larger rate of compensation than 
dollars each 


other nations pay for the transportation of their mails; but I ask to 
find out what the service is worth and payit. How are you to judge of 
its value? 

Is that value to be determined by the policy which seems to be fa- 
vored by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLount], and I regret to 
say is favored by the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. GUENTHER ], that 
these foreign ships, paid these largesums of money for carrying the mails 


year. ; 

Mr. Chairman, I have said thus much as bearing upon the question 
wetadig Maecietaneneeiibies wa South America, to Central Amer- 
ica, and to Mexico are a possi’ , whether trade with the people of those 
countries is a possibility. It seems to me that this is demonstrated by 
the large volume of business to which I have alluded, and by the fact 
that in those ports which have had easy communication with the United 


States we have driven the acer from the market, It is a | of their respective nations, shall have our mails to carry to those nations 
fixed fact which must be every one that it is in the power | with which we have a commerce and which is in direct competition 
of the peeple of the United States to grasp the trade of these nations. 


with the carrying nations of Europe; that we will give our mails to 
them to carry at the low price at which they can afford to do it for the 
sake of crushing out American competition? 
What is the effect? As has been stated here on the floor, we have 
paid $240,000 to foreign vessels against $40,000 to American vessels. 
Why, sir, it is for the interest of the ship-owrers.on the other side to 
carry our mails for nothing if by that method they can drive American 


This has been farther illustrated by gentlemen who have preceded me, 
eg gn yy rg ae 


What propose to do? Do we propose to give American 
steamship lines a subsidy? No; but taking into view the rates paid 
_ by other nations for this class of service, we propose to pay to Ameri- 


sation mails. steamships off the ocean. Shall we be parties to that? 

Right here I wish to say that never in the history of this country || Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Will my colleague permit me to ask 
have we to make our mail service self- i Talk about. | a question for information ? 
subsidy ! , we have been continuously since the a on Mr. HISCOCK. Certainly. 
Government paying subsidies for domestic mails. Idonot| Mr. ADAMS, ef New York. Why is it they appropriate $800,000 
know of asingle steamboat line which whole history of ourcoun- | for this year, when the appropriation last year, so far as my memory 
ple pe ag pe aera rate of the post- | serves me, was for $400,000? 
ee the mail matter I ask gentlemen on the other side| Mr. HISCOCK. Well, sir, I do not know why. If I should give 


question to point me to one such case. Year after year, Con- 


a reason—and perhaps that would be the true reason—it is that those 
pn ols Demers sennviened. for the carrying of mails upon steam- 
been 

In 


who favor this policy —- 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I voted for it last year. 

Mr. HISCOCK. ‘Those who favor the policy supposed $400,000 was 
all that Congress would appropriate, and therefore that sum was 
adopted. It was not because it was the limit which could be expended 


for no other purpose than to build up those lines. That has 
the country. 


to me to advantage, but because it was the largest sum Congress could be 
those for the purpose of helping the frontiersman, for the pur- | prevailed upon to appropriate. 
pose of ag up the country, for the purpose of giving to the Amer- [ desire to be understood upon this question, because it was doubted 
ican citizen, he be located, mail facilities. The star- 


fora moment by a gentleman who investigated this question. More 
money might well be appropriated to carry American mails and ex- 
tend our commerce with the South American, Central American, and 
Mexican States. . 

As I was remarking, the policy which obtains favor on the other side, 
and which obtains favor from gentlemen on this side who seem to be 
alarmed lest some advantage might be secured by some steamship line 
with which some rich man is connected—the policy they favor is this: 
That these English, French, and German lines paid the large compen- . 
sations I have named—but I do not know that they are large—but paid 
these rates of 50, 100, and 200 and more per cent., more than we pro- 
pose to pay, that we will let.them carry our mails at the lowest possi- 
ble price, the direct effect of it being to drive American ships from the 
ocean! 

As I said, Mr. Chairman, England can afford to our mails for 
nothing. As I have pointed out, we are competing with her for trade, 


service has never to the Government the expense; the 
but contracts have been made 
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and she feels it. Shecan afford to carry our mails for nothing, if the | our-stages, uponour horses. Measured by the rates paid by Eur. pean 
j small oe cng indeed. 


direct effect of it would be the destruction of these American lines of — we propose a 


steamships. 


if any board sat upon this question to determine wha; 


I apprehend 
The gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. GUENTHER] said wisely when | it was fairly worth, “ian is not either in this country, England, (er. 
he said this was no subsidy. It is none, measured by the price we pay | many, or France one which would not report larger compensation was 
for carrying our domestic mails on our railreads, on our steamboats, on | due for value received than that proposed in the Senate amendment. 


Paid by— | To what company paid. | In what trade running. 


England and her| 


Peninsular and Ori- | 
colonies. ental. | Japan and China. 
| Australia-and Straits | 145,600 
colonies. | i 
Royal Mail....................| Central and éast coast 
| ofSouth America. 


| 


Sumber of miles run | 


| 
i 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
S 
| 
| 


Remarks. 


Gross amount. paid | 
per year. 
| Rate paid per mile. 
| Additional earnings 
from United States 
Government, 

Same rate to Ameri- 
can line - would 
bring— 

Fifty cents per mile 

would bring— 


— 


a 
— 
pe 


Ma ny additional perquisites, 


Pacific Mail driven off. Ss) rece 
line more foreign than Ame; 


a 
= 
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Exempt frem Belgian and River 
Plate port charges in addition, 
ut English 

and Belgian mails into Buenos 
Ayres in thirty-five days for gy. 


Brazil and River Plate | | Buenos Ayres and Com rend teen years. Ifthe United States 


§| Brazil. 


‘A —- a 
Buenos. yres they will put ou 
mails in in twenty-seven to twen- 
an sfrom Newport News 


| i d. (Curtis's ad- 
Pacific Steam Naviga- South America, Peru, 


tion Company. Chili, and Ecuador. a7 sapnanorened ow. was a first $150,000, but hay- 


ing virtually exterminated com. 
merce of United States it can go 
alone, and the aid isslowly with 

drawn. (See report of South 
American mmission on our 


. trade with these tries.) 
Montreal Steamship | Europe and Canada Z j —" 
Com y. 
New York and Boston.. 
Halifax; Bermuda,and | 48,000 England. paid - four transatlantic 
St. Thomas. ; yf ‘ com ies last year $500,000, equal- 
ing ,000 each. 





Union Steamship 


: ” * Moepeeie eieaned Absolute peut 
Union Stéamship East African coast 50, 000 Absolute mon 


Spreckel’s line. 225,000 |. - Paid Aton ae New Zealand, 
Canadian and West In-. a ; 

dies. 
Messagerie Maritime... 


phosmagerig Maritime... 
Messagerie Maritime... 

Compagnie Générale 
Transatian 


North German Lioyas.| reer begins running June 


This is what it gets for bounty alone, 

any service to the gov- 

cont its — pay I have no 

All these Ital- 

fan ves vena pote nty for build- 

Iitle more. Beemer cent. ora 

; emoranda ac- 

time one of 

‘these ™ “equal in tonnage to 

in® Brazil line, goes to 

om lead load of mans to ~ 

Traws rom the 

of $3.203 85. How 

can we ie flour as cheaply 
ve some aid? 


ee. Occidental on e United States and Brazil. ¢ England. @ No Amerrcan line 
com 


Canada, * ¢ About. igete $1,000,000 for ainenae service. ow todivide it. There isalso 
se line reanine to Havana and Vere: Grex $000 aonth s This line competes with New was exavion. | 9 nat nee k No data. 
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than she can consume—where she can produce as cheap as the old country 
the goods South America and Central America consume. It has been 
said by some gentlemen here that we on this side of the House could ill 
afford to support a measure of this kind. 

I desire to say in response to that, that if there is a governmental 
policy that is worthy of support it is this; that if there is one govern- 
mental policy more than another that will add to our prosperity on 
which we can enter it is this. There is no donation in it to any person 
or corporation anywhere. It is simply proposed to pay for service ren- 
dered to us what it is worth, but it carries with it the extension of 
American trade. Itcarries with it the extension of American markets. 
It carries with it the saving to this country in the way of exchange 
yearly of over $40,000,000 of gold which now we pay out in exchange 
to the Central and South American states. The balance of trade is 
against us there. If we enter upon this policy it will-be changed. 
Year by year we see signs of that change. There is not a single port 
into which an American steamship runs that our trade is not increased, 
and gradually the balance is being changed in our favor. 

As I said, over $40,000,000 of gold each year go from our coffers, go 
from our banks, to pay these nations the balance of trade that is due 
them. And I for one, as a party man, and asa citizen of. the United 
States, find nothing in this Senate amendment which I can not sup- 


rt. 

Porhe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Perers) has 
fifteen minutes of his time remaining. 

Mr. PETERS. I to occupy a few moments. 

There are one or tipekenreadions which I desire to make, Mr. Chair- 
man, in relation to the measure which is now under consideration. In 
the -eighth Congress I voted against a provision similar to this. 
I was induced to do so because it was charged at that time on both sides 
of the House that it was a subsidy to a great steamboat monopoly; that 
we were asked to subsidize the Pacific Mail Steamshi» Company; and 
that this company would receive whatever appropriation might be made 
for thispurpose. Without examining into the far-reaching consequences 
of my action I voted against a similar proposition in principle which 
was before the House inthe last Congress. Since that time I have given 
this subject some consideration. I have been so strongly prejudiced 
in my feeling against anything like a subsidy that it was with difficulty 
I brought myself to view this question in anything like a fair light. 

I rested content with the vote that I gave in the last Congress until 
a thorough examination convinced me that the cry of subsidy was un- 
just and benefited English m ies and injured American indus- 
tries. Believing Thee my vote be cast in favor of the Senate 
amendment. I like to know what the outlook is if we are to 
continue on in the same course asin the past year. I would like to 
know what there is in the future to which an American can look forward 
with pride in connection with this subject. Can you look forward to 
1887 to 1888 or to 1889 in the hope that this country will have any bet- 

business relations with the South American states? Can you look 
forward to any better time in the future so long as we continue to be 
w into this do-nothing policy by this cry of subsidy ? 

I the honor to t in House one of the largest agri- 
cultural districts in the United States. It is exclusively agricultural, 
t which is greater than that of any 
except those States that compose one 

And I say that it is to the interest of the farm- 

ers in my district to indorse and uphold the very policy that is inau- 

this Senate amendment. And why? 2 

of my district is interested in increasing the consuming power of the 

United States. The producing power of the United States in grain to- 

is greater than the consuming power, and hence the wheat producer 

is placed at the mercy of the Liverpool wheat merchant. And what we 

what the producing classes, especially the agricultural produc- 

ing classes to-day desire, is that the consuming power of the United 

States shall be increased so that we within our own border can consume 

bushel of wheat produced in the United States. And whenever 

we our ing power so that we will be able to consume 

every bushel of wheat uced in the United States then we will free 

that product from the control of the Liverpool wheat merchant and the 

Liverpool wheat market. What the farmer of Kansas and the farmer 

of the ios ae is an increase in the manufacturing in- 

because every man who is a manufact- 

who is a laborer in the manufacturing establishment, 
nota 


§ 


Bes 


E 
3 
: 
5 


x classes of to-day and add 
that the consuming power of this 

country wen ot increased. I say that the farmer of Kansas, notwith- 
has been said upon this floor, has a greater interest in 
Saray sae hes the manufacturer of the East—a greater in- 
the stockholder in any of these steamship lines. 

een ee with South America gives, as it will, an addi- 
ufactured products, American labor is thereby 

and agricultural products 


could look forward into the future and see that the time would 
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come when we would be relieved from the power of this monopoly that 


is now clutching American industry; if I could leok forward into the 
future and see that, without some experimentation on our part, we 
might expect or hope to be in a better position in the future, then I 
would be willing to stand still. But no man can point out to me any 
prospect that, without action in the present, we shall be any better off 
in the future than we are now. 

But, Mr. Chairman, aside from this is another great consideration. 
The American continent is the field that properly belongs to the United 
States. I am a believer in the Monroe doctrine that gives to the United 
States the American continent. I believe the time will come when 
Canada and Mexico will come under the American flag, and I believe 
that by the kind of legislation proposed in this Senate amendment the 
time will be hastened when we, instead of Great Britain, shall have 
control of the South American trade. When I examine the figures in 
relation to trade with the South American countries I find that the 
United States, which should have it all, have but a small proportion 
of it. 

The United States with her thousandsof miles of seacoast, the United 
States with her immense advantages over other countries, the United 
States with everything in her favor, should have every particle of that 
South American trade, yet to-day she has only $75,000,000 of it, while 
foreign countries have $325,000,000. Is there any man who has pride 
in the American flag or pride in his country who is willing to submit 
to this without an effort to change it—who is willing that foreign na- 
tions should have $325,000,000 of that South American trade while we 
have. only $75,000,000? That is thesituation of to-day. I repeat that 
if any gentleman can show me that, without some such action or legis- 
lation as this, that balance of trade will be changed in our favor, I shall 
be glad to have him doit, because I would like to vote against this ap- 
propriation if 1 could do it consistently with my ideas of what is due to 
the honor of my country. I know it is said that this isa subsidy; I 
know it is said and has been argued here that the voting of this money 
is robbing the tax-payers of the country. 

Mr. Chairman, how utterly fallacious is any statement of that kind! 
Our foreign-mail service pays over a million dollars more-than we pay 
now or have ever paid forit.. As matter of fact, the United States never 
does invest $1 in paying for our foreign-mail service. It is the foreign 
merchants and the home merchants corresponding with each other. It 
is the inhabitant of the United States writing to his correspondents 
abroad and paying the sea postage—these are the parties who volun- 
tarily contribute the money from which we propose to pay these steam- 
ship lines for carrying our foreign mails. Thepeopleof the United States 
do not pay a cent of it by tax. It is the voluntary contribution of the 
business men and others who patronize the foreign-mail service. It is 
out of that voluntary contribution that it is now proposed to take $800, - 
000 and appropriate it in the interest of our foreign-mail service. 

I cast aside, therefore, this talk about taxing the people of this 
country, directly or indirectly, forthe money with which to subsidize 
(as some gentlemen put it) these American steamships for carrying our 
foreign mails. There is nothing to it. 

Mr. Chairman, what a spectacle! The United States, the wealthiest 
nation under the sun, with $10,000,000,000 more of aggregate wealth 
than England and all her possessions, the wealthiest nation in agri- 
culture, the wealthiest in manufactures, yet bowing down and crouch- 
ing in the dust of humiliation before British power and British influ- 
ence; yielding without a struggle $325,000,000 of the trade of the South 
American states which properly and naturally belongs to us! For one, 
I will not assent to such a surrender. I want to encourage our Ameri- 
can steamship lines. I want to say to theSe men—I care not who they 
are, I care not how much they may come here and ask Congress to as- 
sist them—I want to say to them that we will take $800,000 from the 
$2,100,000 of revenue derived from the foreign-mail service and appro- 
priate it to pay, under the discretion of the Postmaster-General, a 
reasonable compensation for carrying our foreign mails, with the hope 
that it may open up to us new fields for the sale of our manufactured 
goods; with the hope that it may increase the consuming power of our 
people; with the hope that it may restore our mercantile marine, so that 
the flag of our country may again float over as many merchant vessels 
as it did before thé war. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. If no gentleman desires to occupy the floor the 
Chair will put the question. 

Several MemBers. ‘ Vote!’ ‘‘ Vote!” 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I hope that some gentleman upon 
the other side will go on with the debate. We want to make an equal 
division of the time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that there have been three 
hours occupied on either side, and that there remains one hour and 
twenty-two minutes on each side, provided the debate continues until 
5 o’clock. 

Mr. DocKERY rose and was recognized. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Georgia in charge of 
this bill [Mr. BiounT] desire to retain the last hour? 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not object to the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
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DOCKERY] going on for his hour. The residue of the time I shall 
claim. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, having discussed at considerable 
length the propositions involved in what is known as the ‘‘subsidy 
clause’’ of the Post-Office bill for the present fiscal year, and igasmuch 
as the pending Senate amendment involves the same principles of pub- 
lic policy, I will content myself by offering a few additional reasons 
why this measure should not prevail. 

The amendment, which is No. 6 in the bill now under discussion, is 
in the following terms: 


(6) For the transportation of foreign mails by American built and registered 
eteamships,to secure the r frequency and regularity in dispatch, and a 
greater speed in the carriage of such mails to Brazil; the papeniics of Mexico, 
Central and South America ; the Sandwich, West India, and Windward Islands; 
New Caledonia, New Zealand, and the Australian colonies; China and Japan, 
$300,000; and the P. neral isauthorized to after due advertise- 
ment for proposals,such contract or contracts with the owners of such Ameri- 
can steamships, for a term of not less than three years nor more than five years, 
and at a rate of compensation not exceeding 50 cents a nautical mile on the trip 
each way actully traveted between the terminal points, in the most direct an 
feasible sailing course between the 
and desirable to secure the 
make such contracts for any of such 
aa divel: = th Pea expeditious practicable, in American 
respectively, in the most manner n 
vessels, and for a reasonable compensation, not exceeding the rate aforemen- 


tioned. 
The Postmaster-General, if in his j t it be cable, shall contract for 


a semi-monthly mail service between the ports of New York and New Orieans, 
alternately, and the port of Rio de Janeiro, under the provisions of this act. 

Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to this measure because the circum- 
stances under which it is presented make it coercive ¢ 

It assumes to aid commerce; but if it does in fact doso, the aid is ex- 
tended at the expense of the efficiency of the foreign postal-service. 

It makes a futile parade of advertisements when in truth and in fact 
there can be no competition on two lines—the-line from San 
Francisco to China and Japan and line from New York to Havana. 

It pretends to aid in the restoration of our merchant marine, when 
statistics show that the subsidies of the past have not produced such a 
result, 

Itdisregards the international treaty of Berne, which went into effect 
June 30, 1874, and to which the Government of the United States was'a 


party. 

It is asubsidy, naked, pure, and simple—a gift of the people’s money 
in aid of private corporations. It is a departure from that wise enun- 
eiation of the Democratic party which demands that all taxes shall be 
levied and used for public purposes. 

Before proceeding to discuss the reasons which induce me to 
this amendment I wish to say a word in reply to the distinguished sen- 
tleman from New York (Mr. Hiscock]. ‘That 


tly not made a thorough investigation of this 
subject, as I understand him to make the declaration in connection with 
the commercial view of the question that the Red D line is one of the 
lines running to Brazil. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Oh, no. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I so understood the gentleman. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I said since the Red D line was put on—— 

Mr. DOCKERY. Very well; I so understood the gentleman, and 
several other members on this side understood him to the same effect. 

Mr. re yh rerentnamners mwe at 

Mr. DOCK > course every one investigated the ques- 
tion knows that the Red D line does not run to Brazil but to Venezuela. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I am d@Ware of that; but I was speaking of the 
length of time during which there had been a reduction of freight. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That there may be no mi I will be 
obliged if the gentleman will give me now the exact date when the 
Brazil line was established. 


Mr. HISCOCK. A to my impression, in 1882. 
Mr. DOCKERY. It was inauguarated originally more than fifty 


years ago. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Iam speaking about the present line. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The present line, which has been subsidized lib- 

erally by the Government, was inaugurated, if I mistake not, in 1867. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I am speaking of the present administration of that 

line. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Iam speaking of the line without any reference 

to past or present ow . 

I desire now to refer y to one or two points made by the very 
ont ee ee 
i also in y— 

. ‘* will meamoment. I would 

te oe ee reference to the reduction of 

freight within the period of five years is not correct. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Ihave not that branch of the 

I suppose it to be correct, for the reason that the Government 

United States has contributed abundantly 

company, and I should assume that 

measure the favor by reducing freights. I 

reduction of freight comes not from subsidy, but from the competition 

of foreign lines which they are compelled to meet. 
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Mr. HISCOCK. That was precisely my argument. 

I was about to say when interrupted by the gentleman from Ne \ 
York [Mr. Hiscock], and in reply to the gentleman from New Jers: 
[Mr. PHELPs], that he is en in the statement that the foreign. 
mail service yi any revenue whatever tothe Government. On pa: 
20 of the Postmaster-General’s report for 1885 he discusses the gus. 
tion, and states: 

In nocase is there any ground to affirm that the foreign correspondence aff; |. 
any revenue above the actual cost to the Department of the services perforin; 
in handling it. 

The ent, therefore, of a surplus revenue in this branch of {lic 
postal Service, which has been invoked in behalf of this proposition 
clearly fails. The Government realizes no surplus by reason of t\ 
transportation of foreign mails. 

DOES IT AID COMMERCE? 
Chairman, before giving in detail my objections to this measure, 
I desire to call attention to the of presented on yesterday 
rt of the 
the repnb- 


Mr. 


Tr”? to 


with South America was the lack of ocean facilities. 

I shall not reply to the argument that the gentleman presente, 
buttressed as it was by a bewildering display of statistics, but wil! 
i i ublican Senator, who has recently discusse:| 


t, will be 
employed in 
the con- 


uance of argument of the advantages to result appro- 
ne aanes ipping; but I have !is- 
in vain for some information as to the reason why the men of Maine an: 

the men of Massachusetts do not now build if wantthem. The: 
is no reason why they should not build ships if ._ They have 


ines and they havc 

wre BT alld chipe ana tn say that the 
usetts build ; and the reason why 
make more money by building rai!- 
by lending on mortgage at 6 and + 


to a patriotic impuls: 
Treasury for the purpos« 
a x has — ant. 
applies carrying trade this world. 

There has been a unanimity of lamentation about the loss of the carrying (rs) 
e that 


There- 
do what they and that is to pokey gan afford to 
are now > on ca the 

of eutlikéetatiiedese toon. There is 


business 
e or log- 
teal ox ganaible tastes have ond deslene thatthe neacen we do.net do the carr). 
ing trade of the world is because Congress does not vote subsidies for mai! pay. 
Statistics show better; and whenever the carrying trade of the world can | 
qaetse ee ees See eae daare of . 
80 as ean be more profitably employed in railroa: 
at home than it’ ! 


on ord tae colle of the deop, so 
will continue to be so employed, and the Of $100,000 oF $00.0 
Whi no 


np. 
e have been told also that to the south of us there is agreat commercial e1- 
the Congress has been 


to be against us. 

Seen eres Sen Way we See ae trade of the South American 
fem 8 oe ew not been here, one that deserves mention. 
because re fustigated 
and castigated in failing to make appro- 


the necessary 
we are unable to secure our share in the millions of Sout! 


i 
; 
; 
: 
l 


7 
| 
| 
| 
: 


the 
means aa ny te et ay ae gyi rican 
inerahants and Snahudntunees thay haveteen aeutel, they have been 
refused 3 they Ihave not been offered the articlesthey wanted to buy, an‘ 
have proved to be entire! 
and as to quality. 


Let us and rly 
that | ought to be urged against the measure. Section 3 of Rule XVI of the 
that ‘‘ no amendment which pmesmcnel legisla- 

»”  Ttisnot my purpose 
amendment comes from 
of this rule; it is, of course, well un- 


: 
| 
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derstood that the rules of this body forbid such criticism; but I desire 
simply to call the attention of the House to the rule, because this amend- 
ment seems to me to be obnoxious to the rule prohibiting “‘ general leg- 
islation.”’ It is certainly a change of existing law. 

Section 4007 of the Revised Statutes provides: 


That the Postmaster-General may, after advertising for proposals, enter into 
contracts for the transportation of the mail between the United States and any 
foreign country, whenever the public interest will be thereby promoted. 


It will be readily observed that this section of the statute places 
no restriction upon the Postmaster-General. There is no limitation. 
Under this clause the Postmaster-General may enter into contract with 
American or foreign built ships for the transportation of the mails of 
the United States abroad. The amendm ent restricts the adver- 
tisements for this service to American t and registered steamships. 
It is, therefore, whether wise or unwise legislation, clearly a change of 
the existing statute. I may also add that section 4007 is almost iden- 
tical in terms with the law of Great ram = reference i ore 
portation of mails. See in the past subsidiz i 
erally her ip lines, and her policy in that regard has been com- 
mended by our friends on the other side as wise, statesmanlike, and 
judicious; but while this may be true, I wish tosay that Great Britain 
and France never have restricted and do not now restrict their mail con - 
tracts to their own lines of i 

Here again, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Hiscock ] was unfortunate in his statement of facts, in saying that the 
Government of England said to her citizens, it matters not where you 


om 

Mr. Hiscock rose. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That was the substance of your statement—that 
your mails should be carried in bottoms. The Government 

England says no such thing, but under her existing postal laws ad- 
vertises for her mail service without any restrictions as to nationality. 

Mr. HISCocK rose. 

Mr. DOCKERY. At this time a large part of the English mail to 
this country comes in the North German Lloyd steamers. Neither 
England nor France restrict their ocean-mail service to English and 
French vessels. Competition is open to the steamships of all nations. 

Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to general legislation upon appropria- 
- bills. Any _——_ proposition that is for Se Sart interests of 

people ought to be strong enough as an independent measure to 
the favor of law-making power. Of course, unobjectionable 
i proposed in connection with appropriation bilis; 
but the practice is bad, and leads to just such propositions as this we 
Here is an attempt, unmistakable, and well 
any ser of this House, and induce it to ac- 
would not receive its favor if offered as an inde- 
This ay has, in the adoption of the new rules, 
the unwise policy orp, Ba, tae appropriation bills, 
Mr, Chairman, that r bodies interested in the 
this country should seek rather to encourage this new de- 
discourage it by the presentation of propositions such 
consideration. 
no use to mince matters about this amendment. 
issue ‘noe frankly. It canonly receive the favor 
power of an appropriation bill back of 
coercive influences necessarily incident thereto. 
I wish to say that I can be persuaded to support most 
My disposition leads me to desire to com- 
y with the of and render favors whenever possible ; 
a this proposition does from the Senate, circumstanced 
and as it is now and was in the Forty-eighth Congress, I 
Se ee Cemeel into law. 

Mr. Chairman, I am anxious to reach the close of the present ses- 
sion and return to home and friends in the ‘‘magnificent Empire of 
Missouri,’’ which I have the honor to represent in part upon this floor; 
as is my desire in this direction, I am willing tostay 
snows of winter shall mantle the heights of Arlington 
House should be coerced into the acceptance of 


a of Z opeblican party in this House have almost with- 


years opposed “‘riders”’ upon appropriation bills. 
when the revision of the rules was under 


Congress, i 
Series HoLMAN offered the following amendnient to section 
Sof Rule. 3 
ecteeD ene gooviston in any such bill, or amendment thereto, changing ex- 


law, be in order, except such as, to the subject-matter of 
the os 

Raepqeenns het the reduction of the number and salary 
This proposition authorized legislation looking to reduction of ex- 
penditures, while the amendment under consideration authorizes in- 
creased expenditure. Messrs. Fry, Robeson, ReEp, and other Re- 
ee ape themselves on this question in clear and 
terms; as I do not often have opportunity to commend 
of our Republican friends upon questions of public policy, I 

some of their utterances in that debate. 
Bogeited ta tats rela’ Tegnte withthe qentiousas Son Connec: 
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ticut |[Mr. HawLry] and the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Robeson) in that. 
When I see the Committee on Appropriations taking our whole consular and 
diplomatic system, and in ten days’ time, without certainly any adequate or 
requisite knowledge of what they are doing, smash through it asa mad bull 
would smash through a china shop, it has always occurred to me that that com- 
mittee had better attend to their legitimate business and let the business of the 
Commiitee on Foreign Affairsalone. I do believe, and my experience beth ii: 
a Republican House and in a Democratic House has forced me to that belief, that 
there should be a restriction upon that committee; that the right of legisiation, 
whether in reduction of expenditures or not, should be taken away from them. 


Mr. REED’s terse and timely comment was in the following terms: 


) 


Both parties have been taught lessons which ought to sh 


Ww $ that it 
safe to have a system of legislation which is founded upon loading down appro- 
priation bills. Whether it is done upon pretense of economy or upon a pretense 
of appropriating for the proper needs of the Government, it is equally wrong. 
Bat if we frame a rule—and surely we are capable of doing that—which says that 
the Appropriations Committee shall make no appropriati« “xcept those which 


iS Ul 









are according to law, then that provision obliges all other committees to attend 
to matters of legislation. And I say that the scenes we have witnessed in this 
House ever since this discussion of rules began has been on account of the pro 
vision which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Garfield] wants to strike out 

It is not in human nature, as represented upon that Appropriation Commit- 
tee, not to present legislation under that clause, and when we happen to have, 
as we did have in the last Congress, a gentleman on that committee who knew 


everything, we had a perfect avalanche of such business brought before us; and 
it is equally impossible that human nature,as it is constituted outside of the 
Appropriations Committee, can prevent gentiemen from exalting their commit- 
tees just asthe gentlemen of the Committee on Agriculture have exalted that 
committee to-day. But if we say that appropriations are to be made according 
to law by one committee, then we have control of the great general appropria- 
tions of the Government, and we know what we can appropriate, and then the 
other committees can carve out of what is left. 

That is a true system; a sysiem that is right and proper, and that enables 
every committee and every member to participate in the legislation of this House. 
I sincerely hope we may come up to the level of this question, for I believe it to 
a great one, and that we will not degrade it by the introduction of partisan 
matters. I trust that we shall adopt a system that we shal! be satis ed with, a 
system which we see ourselves must work well, for if we adopt it the Appropri- 
ations Committee can not puta single word of legislation upon an appropria- 
tion bill except by unanimous consent, and what more can other conumittees de- 
sire? We then have got asystem that is philosophically correct and practically 
correct, 


Mr. Robeson’s criticism, it seems to me, should be conclusive. 
says: 


He 


But there is another objection to allowing this committee to legislate, more 
potent to my mind than any other,and it is this: When the Appropriations 
ere legislation on an appropriation bill they exercise duress on the 
judgment of the House and the legislation of the country. No man votes ex- 
actly as he would; no oné is as free to act as if it were an independent proposi- 
tion. All legislation is driven through under the whip and spur of the pressure 
of appropriations. Youmustsubmit to break up the half of your policy, or you 
must lose it all. You do not approve the particular proposition but you must 
go for it, otherwise there will be no money for the uses of the Government. 

I am speaking on this subject,and I mean to speak on this whole maticr 
broadly, not in the interest of any party, not representing the views of any fac- 
tion, with no spirit other than that which looks to the good of the country as a 
whole; and I appeal to you, gentlemen, legislators of the United States,as you 
are answerable to your own consciences and to your constituents, do you mean 
that the general legislation of the country shall be forced through under any 
kind of duress at all? This ideastrikes at the very end and center of a de ibera- 
tive body. Thefreedom of all deliberation and the freedom of all action will be 
gone where any such system prevails. 


In the Forty-sixth Congress (page 116, volume 37), Mr. Garfield, in 
discussing a certain ‘‘rider’’ that was then offered upon an appropria- 
tion bill, made the following pertinent comment upon an issue such as 
is presented by this amendment: 


Our theory of law is freeconsent. That isthe granite foundation of our whole 
superstructure. Nothing in this Republic can belaw without consent—the free 
consent of the House; the free consent of the Senate; the free consent of the 
Executive, or, if he refuse it, the free consent of two-thirds of these bodies. 
Will any man deny that? Will any man challenge a line of the statement that 
free consent is the foundation rock of all our institutions? 


Again, Mr. Chairman, in the Forty-eighth Congress, when the revis- 
ion of the rules of the Senate was being made by that body, we find, on 
page 274, volume 64 of the RecorD, the following appropriate comments 
by Senators DAWEs and FRYE: 

The views of Senator DAWEs are expressed as follows: 


That brings me to one great defect in this report of the Committee on Rules. 
They have done nothing to meet the great difficulty, that while one branch is 
permitted by its rules to incorporate into an appropriation bill matters of inde- 
pendent legislation you can not in the other branch even amend the legislation 
which comes here. You can notoffer anamendmentto independent legislation 
in an appropriation bill which comes, under the rules of the other branch, be- 
fore us, and there has been no attempt in this report, as far as I am able to dis- 
cover, to meet that difficulty. Under that vice, iT may use that word without 
any offense, under that error, that difficulty, more trouble arises in appropria- 
tion bills, more measures are pushed through by the money power behind them 
in an appropriation bill, more objectionable features of independent legislation 
g0 upon the statute-book, than by any other method resorted to in Congress 
It has, by that new feature of it which has sprung up within a few years, been 
made more dangerous to legislate, one branch having by its rules provided that 
independent legislation, without regard to its character or its extent, may be 

rated into an appropriation bill and be carried by the necessities of ap- 

pee ae through that branch and brought into the other, where it can not 

the rules of the body where it is sent be even amended; it must be re- 
jected in toto or taken as a whole. 


Senator Frye (who is mentioned in the columns of the public press.as 
the author of this amendment) shows that he entertained in the Forty- 
eighth Congress the views he so vigorously expressed on this floor in the 
Forty-sixth Congress. Hisadvocacy of the pending amendment might 
seem to imply a lack of consistency, but I forbear criticism, as the rules 
forbid. 

_ Senator Frve said: 


One criticism made by the distinguished Senator from Massachuse(ts [Mr. 
DAWES] upon the action of the Committee on Rules it seems to me is not de- 
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Mr. FELTON. Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I can only for a question. al 

Mr. FELTON. Is not inference this: That because it failed to 
increase under the subsidies, and because it failed since the subsidies, 
there must be other fundamental reasons involved apart from the mat- 
ter of subsidies? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly. : s 

We do not disagree as to that; and this brings me to the practical 
question presented. If the subsidizing system does not augment our 

rosperity upon the seas, why should we be called upon to vote this 

$300,000 annual expenditure out of the public Treasury? Certainly 
no tative upon this floor would desire to vote away this amount 
of the people’s money unless it be that some public good was to be sub- 
served 


The discussion of this question having conclusively established the 
fact, it seems to me, that this proposed expenditure will not inure to 
the benefit of the blic, but to the benefit of private corporations only, 
I shall expect the Frouse to non-concurin the Senate amendment. This 
question, as it relates to commerce and merchant marine, having ex- 
cited some public interest, I ask to incorporate with my remarks a part 
of the report of the Commissioner of Navigation for 1885, found on 
pages 31, 32, which is very suggestive as to the causes that have led to 
this decline. His opinion, in connection with the statistics submitted, 
shows that subsidies will not arrest this decline and restore our mer- 
chantmarine. He says: 

ial navies of the 
aifecont nations of tke word a an itebenting sd, out althova i might 
the course of centuries be expected to point out some important facts showing 


the cause of the flourishing or de periods in certain countries very lit- 
tle is deduced from euch Loquivy beyond the fact that the “ price rules the 
t 


A must, of course, possess enterprise and a maritime spirit to succeed 
on eS * * The nation that can place the cheapest ships on the ocean 
has an advan 

In our early history as a nation, before iron ships came into use, we could 
build a ship for less money than it could be built for in England. The timber 
of our forests was then so t as to be valueless, while England 
had to ae that used by her. The materials were much cheaper here, and 

labor was greater, a ship of that day could probably be put 

nearly one-half the cost of the same kind of vessel in Great Britain. 
rchani marine grew up strong and healthy under the stimulus of 
which continued until after the building of iron vessels had 


— in 
t was not until after iron had become cheap and the art of fashioning it into 
for wooden ships for the 
conan trade wasbeough te apause. But, although we still build the best wooden 
yand can compete with the world in that particular 
Britain have all the time been getting cheaper, 
w be contracted for at from £9 to £10 10s ton for a first-class sail- 
ing voosel supplied with an East India outfit. This is actually as low asa first- 





: 


oak ship can now be built for in this country. 
The - oe et ae fee ony trade ip: the United, States 
have fullowed vailing prices of the cost of producing the ship 

in Wale countey un compared ith the cna abroad. 


carrying trade rather than with commerce, by a conversation recently 
had with Mr; Ripley, oneof the managing directors of the Brazil steam- 
ship line, and whohas been in Washington several months past looking 
after the interests of this corporation. He says frankly that they now 
have more commerce than —- and that they are unable to transport 

the commerce that is offered, but the line declines to construct 
purchase other vessels because of their inability, as claimed, to com- 
pete with foreign subsidized lines. 

DO THEY NEED IT? 

This line and the other ocean corporations therefore ask the Govern- 
ment to give them $800,000 annually to enable them to meet this for- 
nee. In other words, they ask the Government to make 
an investment of $800,000 for a term of three to five years in a 
business that is claimed to be unprofitable. In this view of the case it 
becomes us to ascertain whether or not it is true that these companies 


oe 


are unable to compete with foreign ocean carriers. Let us therefore 
ascertain by a comparative examination of the American and foreign 


merchant marine the net income on the capital invested. I find ina 
recent discussion a statement made by a distinguished Republican Sen- 
ator in another body, in which he says: 


The best statisticians inform us that for the amount of capital employed in 
Satie Britain does not receive 1 per cent. per annum upon 
the vested, 


The Pacific Mail Steamship Company, the largest beneficiary under 

according to the Commercial and Financial Chron- 

in 1881-82, a gross income of $4,124,713; in 1882-’83, 

am re $4,787,899. haa 

corporation ese years respectively was 

677, $912,257, and $1,393,480—5 per cent. on capital invested. 

therefore, realize 1 per cent. on their capital, 

while the Mail Steamship Company realized 5 per cent. perannum 

ee remed and last year, upon a capital of $20,000,000, they 

8 per cent.—certainly a return upon the investment. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. No matter what they received; they 
earned it. s Government did not give them anything. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Very well. Iam not questioning that they earned 

it, but if they earned 5 per cent. or 8 per cent., as they did, last year, 


vere 
i 
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I do not want them to come here and ask the Government to pay them 


tribute when the English companies with whom they compete earn only 
1 per cent. 

Mr. BURROWS. Why not ask how much the railroads receive. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Because the question of railway transportation and 
rates is not now under consideration.. Whenever that question is pre- 
sented for discussion, my friend will find me always trying to carry out 
the good old Democratic doctrine of ‘‘ the greatest good to the greatest 
number,’’ and if those corporations stand in the way of the practical 
exemplification of that doctrine, I shall be found voting against them. 

Mr. FELTON. The gentleman talks about what the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company made last year. I want to call his attention to 
the fact that they did not make it out of their ocean commerce, but 
out of the railroads. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I thank the gentleman from California for the sug- 
gestion, because it calls to my attention the pooling arrangement which 
exists between the Union and Central Pacific Railroadsand this steam- 
ship company, by which they mutually agree to keep up freight rates, 
and in consideration of which the railroad companies make a monthly 
payment to this steamship company of $95,000. 

The Pacific Mail Steamship Company, that thus exacts this tribute 
from my people, would be, under this amendment, the chief benefici- 
ary. 
Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. DOCKERY. In just a moment. 

It was claimed during the debate in the Forty-eighth Congress on 
this question that the stock of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company 
was owned by seven hundred different persons. Not having access to 
the stock-book of that company, of course I have no means of kno w- 
ing just who are the holders of its stock, but I find by reference to 
Poor’s Railroad Manual that the names of the directors of this com- 
pany elected on May 27, 1885, were Jay Gould, Sidney Dillon, Russell 
Sage, C. P. Huntington, Henry Hart, J. B. Houston, William Remsen, 
J. W. Shaw, of New York, and other gentlemen who are known to 
this House and to the country as millionaires. 

These, Mr. Chairman, are the directors of the corporation that is 
most active in pressing for this subsidy. 

I submit herewith a table compiled in the office of the Superintend- 
ent of Foreign Mails, showing the service rendered by this company to 
the Government during the last fiscal year, the amount received for 


such service, and the increased amount that will be realized by the cor- 


poration should this amendment become a law. 


Table showing the amount the Pacific Mail Steamship Company would real- 
ize out of the $800,000 subsidy, 
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Pacific Mail Steamship Company received for same service, fiscal year ended 








June 30, 1885. 
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Number of pounds of mail carried by Pacific Mail Steamship Company for 
the year ended June 30, 1885. 
Japan and China service....... - 
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Increased annual compensation to Pacific Mail Steamship Company 
under this amendment, , 308,41. 

A glance at the table reveals the fact that of the $800,000 proposed 
to be given as a donation to these steamship companies the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company will receive $352,198, nearly one-half of the en- 
tire amount. In other words, to state it so that the House may be 
fully advised, should this amendment become a law the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company will realize an increased annual compensation of 
$326,308.41. 

Now, will the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BINGHAM], who 
is to follow me, deny the fact that I have just stated? Ifso, I pause to 
give him the o ity here and now. 

Sir, I do not believe this House is yet ready to make such a gift 
of the public money to a corporation that in the Forty-second Con- 
.gress debauched some of the people’s representatives and fixed on them 
the ineffaceable stain of corru: , that ‘‘ great Neptunes ”? can 
not wash away, or the oblivion. of time wipe from the ‘‘ table of 
memory.’’ [Applause. ] 

NO COMPETITION. 


Mr. Chairman, I urge as a further objection to this measure the fact 
that the advertisement provided for can not give the Government the 
benefit of competition except on two lines, the line from San Francisco 
to the East and the line from New York to Havana. There is but one 
American line on all the other routes, and therefore, while the bill 
would seem to offer the Government the advantage which it ordinarily 
has where competition is invited, it does not in fact doso. All the 

probabilities indicate that the maximum rate authorized by this bill 
will be secured by these ocean steamship corporations if this amend- 
ment becomes a law. 

I discussed at length this phase of the question when the Post-Office 
appropriation bill was before this body for and therefore 
will not at this time tax the patience of the House in its further pre- 
sentation. 

VIOLATES TREATY. 

Again, Mr. Chairman, there is a further reason why this measure 
should net be adopted. The provision of this amendment which au- 
thorizes a “rate of compensation, not exceeding 50 cents a nautical 
mile on the trip each way actually traveled between the terminal 
points,’’ is in direct violation of the international 
which went into effect June 30, 1874, and to 
was a This in 
of transit of mails shall borne by the administration of the country 
of origin.’’? Therefore this amendment, which authorizes compensation 
on return voyages, nullifies and sets at this of the 


Universal Postal Union. ‘The United States is only bound for and can 


only properly compensate steamships for the of mails on 
the outward voyage. The effect of this amendment will be to give the 
steamers double pay for the return trip. 

The 50 cents mileage on the return trip is a gift beyond any sort of 
controversy, because the ship can not a have, under this treaty, 
any mail on board for the transportation of which the United States %s 
bound either in law or equity. 

The ane) . a communication of the 17th instant, 
makes the following statemen 

IV. The Ibrequires which iret en ena 
feature. to 
of mails jana ne weveral f 
Union convention, of which 


members, requires every ee to 
own shores of the foreign mails. This act 
violation of the treaty , Shall assume the performance of the 
these governments in to their own mails. 
Most of th a of this amendment 


e companies which i —— 
hose governments mails, 
which the amendment would ede any the t nited Bintes eke. 


receive from t 
A DISCARDED POLICY. 

Mr. my attention has just been called to the following 
editorial in the New York Tribune of the 18th instant: 

The Tribune says: 

Unhappily the Democrats have shown a decided Peziliogses to change 
their past course on public questions of this kind. ve followed 
the Republicans on various 
of England and other nations on this 
decline in the ee of ships 
our expense of the commerce of 
few Democrats; but pe 
have blundered on this m 

This is not the first ‘ans that I have heard the intimation that the 
Democratic party on some questions was not progressive, and that 
sometimes we tented ob Republican camping d as late as four 
years Se eae eet Pp this criticism 
apply with force effect on some few —— ut I invoke it now 
in behalf of my own party. Instead of the Democrats showing a ‘“‘de- 
cided unwilli to change their Roe Wiad ais taba rane 
this kind,’’ the truth is just the reverse. They are indisposed to re- 
inaugurate a policy which they discarded some twenty-eight years ago, 
and as a result of experience. 

It therefore appears to me, Mr. that the 
fe, is now camping upon the ground we abandoned before the war. 

Laughter and applause. 
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Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. You did some things right beto;. 
the war. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Nobody questions that. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Will the gentleman state how mic) 
money we pay for its? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I do not quite catch the drift of the gentlen.:,’, 
question. The gentleman can state the amount, 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. We pay about $154,000,000—more mo: 
than six New States oo leas their laborers in all the pr 
tected manufacturing ind 

Mr. DOCKERY. What has t that to do with this question ? 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Jt hasa great nan to do with the qu. 
tion whether we will get back our commerce or not. 

Mr. DOCKERY. e commerce is all right. The trouble is that i 
is carried in foreign bottoms. 

Mr. ae New York. Precisely so. 

Mr. Y. Why is it carried in foreign bottoms? 

Mr. eee har ork. Oh, we all know that. 

Mr. - If you do, I would like to have you answer the 
oem. ButI willtellyou. Itis because they carry it cheaper than 
we do 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Precisely. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Some of our Republi 
that the Democratic party is ‘ behind”’ and neglectful of 01 
shippinginterests. Sir, the merchant marine was fostered and encou: 
aged by the Democratic pa which gave in power, and it was that party 
that passed the first law w gave the preference to American steam. 
ships in the aie 

Section 5 of the act of Tone ih 1858, by a Democratic Con 
gress and approved by a Democratic ent, is in the following terms 
remo U nited 


The Postmaster-General may cause mail to be 
States and forelin porta by ste for the sea and United Statesinland po: 
2S 


‘eam 
sea postage only if by = ieen. vessel, preference to be given Amer'- 
we relinquished control of the National Government we !e/t 
te-book. It remained in force until Apri! 


repealed a Republican 
os Statutes made in 1873 it was 


friends seem to think 


and paid this 
to Liver- 
to Brazil. oo 


leaders of that party? 


sine me to a’ to the members: 
this House to reject the of subsidy 


Mr. ADAMS, of New sae bie maky Siiely in it. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I care not what lemen callit. I maintain 
that it is a proposition to give from public Treasury the sum 0! 
$800,000 to private corporations. 

Mr. Chairman, as I was about tosay, subsidy taxes the many fort! 

of the few, and makes the business it seeks to aid selfish, gra) 
dependent, rather than hardy, self-reliant, and generous. |' 
rather than stimulates to the exploration 0! 


upon which is founded our wise and beneticvn 
Our fathers, driven from: the Old World by the 
of favored classes, to establish here « 
the just its of men and exem- 
exact justice toall, and exclusive a 
by the hardy pioneer 
corner-stone of the edifice t) 
of "the greatest good to the greatest 11"! 


aa Spetareaibinmtere aiatinctio. 
tothe nation the maritime stren' 
the rival of the proud mistress of the seas. 


Hi 
i 


E 


[Ap- 


eli 


to me a moment that ! 
line which has bee» 


i 
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Y¥. Ihave promised to yield all my time; otherwise 


Mr. DOCKER 
I would be glad to accommodate the gentleman. 


Mr. 
HAM] to yield me a moment. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I will do so. 


Mr. HISCOCK. I desire to refer to a dispatch which I have received 
from New York, giving some facts in regard to this Brazilian line. It 
states: 


steamers; in 1878, tramp once in three months. .Old American line 
ae eae Occasional chartered tramps up to start- 
ing of our line, anuary, 1383. 
This confirms the statement I made in regard to the Bra- 
from Missouri [Mr. DocK- 
correct. 


[Mr. Dockery] yielded me the remainder of his time. 
The House passed several weeks ago the bill making appropriation 


for the service for the fiscal year. As by the 
House bill made appropriation sufficient to pay for the foreign 


to vessels of foreign register 
American register. At these 


during the last year we paid foreign vessels for carrying 
our mails about $280,000, and American vessels about $46,000. These 
amounts, with perhaps some increase for growing service, would be 


wi 

required for the next Pape pee, ond yasen a Se = 
’ 
legislation on appropriation bills, placed upon this 

amendment: : 
the transportation of foreign mails by American built and 
re eee eae Someaney ond ee eet Meee. 
India, and Windward Islands; 


New een oe Australian colonies; China and Japan, 
to make, after due adver- 


creas the owners of such Amer- 
panes ee eee Se Seeapesmsnas metoien Sve syeus, 


istered 


of the sea and inland and to that extent is a gratuity, a sub- 
sidy. en dainneddieeieh hat dinoss aed enh Cotoms C oneie 


where the coastwise service was paid a much greater 
to be considered as the basis of rating, than the 
i He also cited several instances to 

being taken from this 
lines running between Germany and those coun- 
=~ _ the mien a (ietiens while our 
trade was falling reason, I presume that was the ob- 
of the statement), the Government of the United States did 
pay subsidies, while they did. One illustration he made was that 
es ee etre See to Sonth Assanice to the value 
United States for the same year oniy sold ma- 


i 
| 


e8 


does; but the gentleman failed to state that Germany, during 
the he selected for his illustration, the time that this trade was 
being carried on, did not pay her ships any subsidy at all for carrying 


So that argument falls to 
the pened. She was not paying a subsidy at that time for mail service 
to country when the Gedinauseabieeninees sold, and hence the 
plsbity for nothing. It does not fit the case, and bas no ap- 
the other t was that because we had to pay for certain 
Sia lene omeent per mile than for our foreign serv- 

_ the foreign service did not get enough. It may be pos- 


the coastwise service is too liberally paid; but however that 
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may be, the measure of compensation does not depend upon the dis- 


| tance or the number of miles that a steamship rans. The measure of 
Task the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BING- | compensation for carrying our mails, it seems to me, ought to be what 


it is worth to carry that much weight of other matter of like quality. 


| Should the United States pay more for sending newspapers and let- 


ters to foreign countries than the amount paid by individuals for the 
transportation of express packages of equal weight and of equally val- 
uable matter? 

The payment should be the same for a like service, to be determined 
by like space and like value; and upon what ground, therefore, does 
the steamship company carrying the American flag demand a greater 
compensation from the Government than it charges a private individ- 
ual for like service? I ask on what ground? Is it because that ves- 
sel carries the American flag for its protection, a flag that will call forth 
every man and every dollar in this country to protect it in all parts of 
the world if it should be assailed? Is it for that reason we should pay 
a higher price for such service than is paid by the individual citizen 
for the similar service? Why, Mr. Chairman, if there is any obliga- 
tion created by these facts, it must be apparent that it is on the side of 
the steamship companies. 

This House, at a time when the fact was known to but few, repealed 
that general law which required every vessel carrying the American 
flag to transport our xaails at the rate then fixed; thatistosay, the sea 
and inland postage. I was amember of the House when that was done, 
and am somewhat careful as to what is being transacted here, but I do 
not know when that provision was repealed. I have heard some of the 
oldest members on this floor expressthe same want of knowledge on the 
subject—members like my distinguished friend from Indiana [ Mr. Ho.- 
MAN] who sits before me. He did not know the hour or the moment 
when that act was repealed by this House. 

Mr. BLOUNT. It was neverconsidered by the House or the Senate; 
it was cooked up in the conference committee. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It was enacted through the instrumentality of a 


conference committee, and the House did not know what was being 


done when that act was repealed. Now, itis my opinion that an Ameri- 
can steamship that carries the flag ofour country, and gets the protec- 


tion which that fact implies, ought to be compelled to carry the mails 
of the people of this country at a reasonable rate. 


But these steamship companies, which carry the flag of our country 


and demand the protection of our Government wherever they go, re- 


fused to carry the people’s mails after the ist day of August last for 
even a greater compensation than they are paid for like service by pri- 
vate individuals. Let me call the attention of the committee to one 
of these great corporations. ‘The Pacific Mail Steamship Company, of 
New York, has acapital—much of it watered stock, I presume—of $20, - 
000,000. Last year its net earnings were8 per cent. on this capital. 
That steamship company, carrying our flag and demanding all the re- 
sources of our Government to protect its ships in whatever waters they 
may sail, refused to carry the people’s mails. It went even further 
thanthis. It not only refused to carry our mails, but it prevented the 
Atlas Steamship Company also from carrying them. Mr. Bell, the Su- 
perintendent of Foreign Mails, thus refers to this boycotting operation 
on the part of the Pacific Mail Company: 


Arrangements were made with the Atlas Steamship Company to convey the 
mails for the Isthmus and Central and South America from New York to Colon 
twice a month from August 1, but before its first sailing in August the company 
notified this Department through the tmaster of New York that it was under 
an arrangement with the Pacific Mail line not to carry passengers or freight 
from New York to Colon a . and that, as the Pacific Mail had given 
notice that it would consider the conveyance of mails by Atlas vessels as a vio- 
lation of the agreement not to carry freight or passengers, the company pre- 
ferred not to convey the mails to Colon. As the Pacific Mail and the Atlas 
Steamship Company are the only steamship lines sailing from New York for 
the Isthmus direct, no direct route for forwarding the mails for and via the 
Isthmus was available by this Department, and consequently, by agreement 
with the Jamaica office, it was arranged to send the mails in question from New 
York to Jamaica five times a month for dispatch thence to Colon by steamers 

from Kingston for Colon not more than one or two days later than if 
sent from New York to Colon direct, provided close connection be made at 
Kingston with the outgoing steamer for Colon. The mails sent by this route 
include those for Colon, Panama, and for Central and South America, destina- 
tions requiring transit across the Isthmus of Panama. (Report of Postmaster- 
General, 1885, page 827.) 


There might be some excuse for thisextraordinary conduct on the part 
of the Pacific Mail Company if the compensation tendered by the Post- 
master-General had been inadequate. Butit wasample. Upon this 
point I prefer to let the Postmaster-General state the facts. I read from 
his late report, pages 41 and 42: 


The general conclusion seems sustained by the facts that, except special cir- 
cumstances should require a greater, the rate of sea postage is remunerative for 
the service of carrying the mails. 

The statute authorizes the entire sea and inland postage to be paid to Ameri- 
can steamships, although but sea pomese may be allowed to foreign vessels—a 
proof of the legislative judgment that the latter rate is sufficiently remunerative 
to command the service, as the fact is. 

This statute appeared to afford power to make abundant compensation for all 
the service necessary until the next session of the Congress. 

The accompanying tables, prepared in the foreign mails office, show that this 
would have yielded to the following American companies, on the basis of last 
year’s business, respectively: 

To the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, on its New York and Colon line, $19,- 
275.82, as against $7,501.78 at sea , and $7,679 atits parcels-dispatch rates, and 
$411.40 at its freight rates, for nearly 55 tons of total mail; an average of $507.26 
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per trip for 288 pounds of matter, which it would have carried for $10.82 at 
reight rates, and $202.09 at ls-dispatch rates. 

On its San Francisco and Panama line, $3,496.18 for about 7 tons, against $1,238.44 
at sea postage, $71.69 at freight, and $1,002.55 at parcels-dispatch rates. 


The Government was paying on that line $3,496 for the same service 
for which it charged individuals $1,000—upon the same kind of par- 
cels—express packages and other valuable matter: 


On its San Francisco and Yokohama line, $10,125.80 for less than 19 tons, 


against $3,506.64 at sea postage, $226.31 at freight rates, and $3,758.40 at parcels- 
dispatch rates. 


So it is upon all these lines. The report continues: 


On its Australian line, $41,018.65 for about 48 tons, inst $13,565.29 at the special 
rates paid heretofore, $762.93 at ht rates, and $9,537.40 at parcels-dispatch 
rates; an average per trip of $3.155.28 for 7,336 pounds, nearly fifty-four times 
ite freight rates, over four times iin pasccin- Copa prices, and a better average 
price per trip than the average paid across the Atlantic by $2,505.92. 

To the Venezuelan Red D line, $3,942.86 for about 8 tons of mail, against $1,- 
392.95 at sea postage, $58.34 at its freight rates, and $1,155.01 at its parcels<dispatch 
rates, 

To the New York and Cuba line, $5, 203.48 for about 12 tons, pete 0.273.96 at 
sea postage, $61.63 at freight rates, and $1,548.17 at its = spatch rates. 

To the New York, Havana and Mexican line, $11,932.11 for about 25 tons, 


against $4,134.13 at sea postage, $129.17 at freight rates, and $3,229.82 at parcels- | 8" 


dispatch rates. 

These facts seem to prove that the total sea and inland 
recompense for the pro service; and, without fu 
erence to the tables will show the amounts to the other lines a 
compensation. If this be correct judgment, no more could be 
pended of the appropriation unless other objects were to be sought 
of the postal service. 

It thus appears that the American mail steamship companies received 
three times as much for carrying the American mails on their lines as 
was charged private individuals forlikeservice. We paid tothe Ameri- 
can and foreign ships for carrying our mails last year $331,000. Gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House now come forward and ask us to 
pay $800,000 for the service on American ships alone. As before stated, 
the total amount of the sea and inland postage to which the American 
vessels were entitled during the last year was less than $50,000. Dur- 
ing the present fiscal year, except in a few cases, our mails are being 
carried for the sea postage only, and they are carried as expeditiously 
as they have been heretofore, which oe that our Postmaster-Gen- 
eral can secure the speedy dispatch of American mails for the sea post- 
age only. And yet gentlemen on the other side of the House demand 
that we shall pay $800,000 a year for that service, more than we are 
now paying. Upon what is this demand based? The claim is that it 
is for the purpose of aiding American commerce and of building up our 
American merchant marine. I want to call the attention of the gen- 
tlemen to the fact that the company that is to receive the greater por- 
tion of this large subsidy—for that is what it is—— 

Mr. BINGHAM. It will receive $160,000. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It will receive that amount if the Senate amend- 
ment is reduced to $400,000. But if the Senate amendment is agreed 
to it will receive $320,000. That company, that is to receive $160,000 
or $320,000, as the case may be, of the sum appropriated in this Senate 
amendment, by their last annual report showed net earn of over 8 
per cent. upon their twenty millions of capital stock, and a divi- 
dend of over 5 per cent., and they had a cash balance of nearly half 
a million dollars in their 7 é 

Mr. BINGHAM. They have lost a steamer since then. 

Mr. SPRINGER. My friend from Pennsylvania says they have lost 
a steamer since then. I presume, if they were good business men, they 
had the steamer well insured and are whole on that transaction. Then, 
having lost their steamship and got insurance money, I enggest they 
build another steamship and put it in the service and carry mails 
at reasonable rates. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
insure themselves. 

Mr.SPRINGER. Then they charge a certain rate for the purpose of 
securing their own insurance, which amounts to the same thing. If 
they can make it more profitable to insure their own vessels than to 
patronize insurance companies, then “ee additional profit on 
their business. So you can take either of the dilemma, and 
will find the company is doing well all the time, as they tell us in 
advertisements and as was stated in their last annual report for the 
year ending April 30,1885. Let me read from the published report of 
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company: 

Herewith annexed you will find statement of the business of the compan 
the past year, which is unusually as showing net earnings of over 8 
per cent. for the year, with a business ou for the future that ises better 
than at any period of our history for a 


last the com y paid off the entire 
Railroad Genes th 


ividend cent., leaving the company present time 
with » asia hohonan a aaienaiinsaiiion aaa — 

I read from the report of Mr. J. B. Houston, president of the com- 
pany, and addressed to its stockholders, for the year ending April 30, 
1885. 


isan abundant 
ulation, ref- 
ionate 
tfully ex- 
n the care 


I understand they carry their own insurance; they 


This prosperous company, having an unusual run of business for the 
past year and with the brightest prospects for the future, comes before 
this House and asks us to subsidize it by giving it a bonus for 

the mails of the United States. As my friend from Missouri [ Mr. 


DocKERY ] intimated, the directors and principal stockholders of this 
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company are rot of that class of our citizens who are entitled to subsi- 
dies or Government aid. 

The names of the directors of that company show that they are al] 
able to support themselves and take care of their private business with- 
out subsidies from If tlemen will turn to Poor’s Rai!- 
road Manual they will see that the directors elected on May 27, 1885, 
were Jay Gould, Si Dillon, Russell Rage, C. P. Huntington, Henry 
Hart, J. B. Houston, William Remsen, J. W. Shaw of New York, and 
other gentlemen who have ample means and do not need subsidies from 
the Government in order to make their business — a 
pany is alread ing 8 cent. upon a largely augmented and 
all stock. y Phvir balance-sheet ewe that the vessels they have 
and the real estate they own have cost only $12,500,000, and upon that 
actual value of $12,500,000 they declared net earnings last year amount- 
—— nearly $2,000,000. 

ut seems to satisfy steamship companies any more than 
other co ons. Their is continually for more, and the Ameri- 
can Congress, the representatives of the American people, are asked to 
ive them this large bonus of $800,000, when the Postmaster-General 
informs us that he can secure the same service by paying the amount 
of the sea and inland postage, which for the last fecal year was less 
than $50,000. He is ene, the service for this year for less than 
that amount. The adoption of the Senate amendment will not secure 
greater in the foreign-mail service. It will only increase the 
cost but will not improve the service, nor will it benefit American com- 


merce. 

The report of Mr. Bell, the Superintendentof the Foreign Mail Serv- 
ice, demonstrates conclusively that we can secure a better and more 
expeditious foreign-mail service under the system adopted by the pres- 
ent Postmaster-General than under the contract system proposed in 
the Senate amendment. There is butone line of American steamships 
ranning between this country and Europe—that between Philadelphia 
and Li 1. Under the rate of sea and inland postage we pay that 
company $1,416 a year. If $400,000 even are voted for the American 
lines on the basis proposed in the Senate amendment, that company 
would receive $25,000 a year for the same service. If that company is 
now carrying our mailson the days its ships sail for $1,400 a year why 
should we pay it $25,000? Perhaps some gentleman on the other side 
of the House will be able to explain. I can not see it. 

Mr. , gentlemen who favor this Senate amendment tell us 
that it does not carry a subsidy. At the same time they tell us we 
should agree to the amendment and make this large appropriation in 
order to aid in building up our foreign commerce. Unless it is a sub- 
sidy, what aid can it give to commerce? If the amount to be voted is 
the actual cost of the service, how is American commerce benefited ? 

tions for the postal service of this coun- 
commerce. If gentlemen desire to 


If time would admit I could demonstrate conclusively, I think, that 
foreign commerce can not be restored by giving subsidies to ships. 
If we ever expect to our share of the commerce of the world we 
must permit trade with other nations. If we expect other nations to 
buy from hs we must permit them to sell tous. Our tariff laws im- 
pose duties on imports from foreign countries to the amount of 40 per 
cent. When we open our to the commerce of other nations theirs 
will be opened to us upon a profitable basisof mutual exchanges. But 
I have no time to elaborate this tion during this debate. 
I hope this Senate amendment be voted down, and that our Post- 
master-General may be tted to secure the of our mails 
being done. He is entitled to the thanks of country for 
he has pursued already, and this House should sustain him. 
He does not want this Senate appropriation, and we ought not to force 


Mr. Sohne I now yield fifteen minutes to the 
(Mr. Lore]. 
why I should take now a different position than was taken by 
me during the last Congress upon a like measure. With many other 
I voted for the $400,000 amendment in the appropriation 


and I want to say to my friend from 

vote in the Forty: Congress 

was a vote not given under pressure, or 

other than the enlightened conviction of the men 

who voted for theamendment, that it was en 
n 


we all have a very 

mply to place in the hands of the 
aon with which he may pay 2 
a to American- 
countries. I do not 

upon that map in front of the 
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Speaker’s desk, on which are marked the routes of the different 
steamship lines, and not feel his cheeks suffused with the blush of 
shame. Not a single line of American steamships is there on the 
western coast of South America, while the ocean is literally ribbed 
with the tracks of a me steamers that are reaping her rich har- 
vests, and we sit supinely by at the mercy of other nations. Why is 
this so? Their lines plow the intervening oceans from one end to the 
other. From Europe to the Western continent (which heretofore has 
been considered ours) you find line after line of European ships, but 
no American. How have those lines been established ? I assert, sis, 
without fear of contradiction, that they have been established largely 
if not entirely by subsidies or by the payment of liberal compensation 
for mail service. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] has 
furnished to this House a table which I desire to insert here: 


Subsidies paid to steamship companies during 1884. 
[From General Statistics of the Postal Service, published by the International 
Bureau, Berne page 15.) 











Argentine Republic........ cepaneentaneenscsantencunte 2 soonienn sinnaieepiiwocanepeterubtecee $6, 229 07 
inidbcemnseinniltdedl Duos 43, 106 55 
warsonnconssecson cosas: 134, 793 32 

alone J 2, 223,958 10 

coupon 32, 469 54 

WalladeS equded covecnunccestosee 5, 152, 388 98 

Great Britain...........0+-00« 3, 006, 766 67 
De acnrtetintrcneenadeenane 350,724 42 
ee 241, 250 00 

101, 975 60 

23, 964 61 

eapepeee 984 87 

23, 320 67 

colo: 31,314 82 

Dan (Danish colony) 2, 895 00 
colony) 202,044 00 

Guadalupe ee ¥ 22,204 07 
Martinique aap 2,123 00 
St. Pierre and Miquelon (French colony) 10, 072 67 
negal (French atlas ianetl bteiteeeteancuattredtineidenmeegreese. ove 11, 042 68 
East Indies (Netherlands colony)..............0:<sssees sees 29,635 15 

Cape Verde Islands (Portuguese Colomy).......00:..c0..cccsecceeee scene seeees 7, 854 43 
11, 661,118 22 


It shows a long list of the nations that have built up their mercan- 
tile marine by conipensation for mail service or by subsidy, and gives 
the amount expended by each during 1884. Among them I find that 
even so small a country as Roumania—Roumania, struggling for exist- 
ence—appropriates $984.87 for this purpose, while the other countries 
named in the list expend various amounts, increasing in rapid ratio un- 
til you come to France, which appropriates $5, 152,388.98 to build up 
her merchant marine. 

Those foreign lines, established originally by liberal compensation for 
the carriage of the mails or by direct subsidy, are the very lines that 
are now receiving from the American people $280,000 for carrying our 
foreign mails, while our own lines receive but $46,000. I think my 
friend from Missouri [Mr. DocKERY ] will admit all our American steam- 
ship lines were built up originally and sustained by the liberal policy 
of the Government from 1866 to 1877. 

The American lines are now asked to compete unaided with the for- 
eign lines still sustained in the manner I have stated by their respect- 
ive governments, while we have not only ceased to aid our own, but have 
thrown every embarrassment in their way. Sir, we would not to-day 
have a line of steamers to any foreign country to carry our mails were 
it not for the fact that the Government at one time recognized the ne- 
cessities of the case and gave them liberal aid. The gentleman from 


during the period of such Government aid, from 1866 to 1877. 
mit that in the aggregate tonnage was not increased; but the gentleman 
overlooked one very material factor; he overlooked the fact that from 
1866 to 1877 while there was no marked increase of tonnage there was 
that marvelous transition from sail to steam tonnage, from the wooden 
clipper to the iron and steel steamer, which multiplied the carrying 
capacity of vessels and made our commercial marine equal to at least 
one-third or one-half more ships. But, sir, he forgets that we owe even 
the shadow of a merchant marine on the ocean to the bounteous aid of 


steamships any 
where to which wecould have even offered liberal compensation to-day. 
Mr. Chairman, I am free to say that if this proposition were pre- 
tous inthe form of a bold and naked subsidy—if it were a prop- 


should give to the respective lines the amount of 
in ee ee or ease up or 
ieeaiateeh tn. ae 


i 
i 


marine, I would vote for it, if such 
in no other way. In the last Congress we 
the restrictions upon our American mer- 
Dingley bill a number of them were re- 
to give an impetus in another direction— 
t can not properly come under that term), not 
compensation for the mails, but to give only 
as you are giving to your coastwise steamers and 


who oppose this appropriation of $800,000 for this purpose 


| 
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rf 
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are in this very bill voting away millions of dollars to the railroads 
owned by these bugbears, whom some of my friends here scarcely dare 
to mention except with bated breath—Jay Gould, Russell Sage, Dillon, 
and Huntington. You are appropriating millions of dollars for carry- 
ing the mails upon the railroads owned by the great corporations which 
these men control. But because, forsooth, they may get some of the 
money proposed to be paid under this amendment for building up the 
American merchant marine, this House is invoked with spasms of terror 
not to vote for the amendment lest Jay Gould and Russell Sage and 
Dillon and Huntington may receive some partoftheamount. If there 
be force in such an argument then we should cut off the appropriation 
to the railroads. 

But, sir, if you measure the compensation proposed to be given to 
these different steamship lines by the amount now paid to many of 
these railroads, by the amount now given for star-route service, by the 
amount given to your coastwise steamers and your steamboats plying 
up and down your rivers, the compensation here proposed is but a baga- 
telle. It is much less than is given on many of these routes. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. LORE. Certainly. 

Mr BLOUNT. [I wish to inquire of the gentleman which line of 
steamers he, would take as the true test of the proper compensation to 
be paid? The steamers engaged in the coastwise and the inland serv- 
ice are paid different rates, according to the particular contract; and 
the rates vary with almost every line. Which would the gentleman 
adopt as the truetest for proper compensation? 

Mr. LORE. You might take the average for coastwise service or the 
average pay upon your railroad lines, and if youadd all considerations into 
account, such as the characterof the steamers required, the long routes, 
and competition of foreign subsidized lines, I submit that the amount 
proposed to be given here would be only fair compensation. 

Take the line of steamers running from San Francisco to China and 
Japan, with not astopping place from terminus to terminus. It isan 
American line floating the American flag. There ave no intermediate 
stopping places from which that line can obtain business, The service 
is to be measured largely by the distance traveled, and the compensa- 
tion should be the value of the work done in running five or six thou- 
sand miles without anystopping places. Now take manyof theroutes 
of which the gentlemanspeaks. The coastwise steamers can afford in 
many cases to accept comparatively low rates for mail service because 
all along their routes there are stopping places where they can gather 
trade of every character, which helps to pay expenses and necessarily 
enables them to carry the mail at low rates. 

Take your star routes. You are paying none of these for mail trans- 
portation upon the basis of the number of letters carried or the quan- 
tity of mail matter. If that were the basis, the rate would be in some 
cases 50 cents a letter for every letter carried. You can fix no general 
and universal rule of compensation. You must take the circumstances 
of each particular case. And when you do so, measuring the compen- 
sation by the methods I suggest, I submit to my friend from Georgia 
the compensation proposed to be given under this amendment is not 
equal to that allowed either upon the star routes, the coastwise routes, 
or upon many of the railroad routes. 

But there is another consideration. I believe not only that the com- 

pensation here proposed is just and proper, no subsidy, simply fair 
compensation for the work to be done, but the very lines which it is 
proposed by fair mail compensation to help are the lines which to-day 
connect us with the central and southern portions of our continent. 
There are fifty million people in Mexico, Central and South America 
who are to-day, with outstretched arms, asking us to come and take their 
commerce. ‘That commerce amounts to $820,000,000. It isa harvest 
so rich that the countries of Europe vie with each other in the ambitious 
effort to secure its wealth; England, France, Germany, Italy, Norway, 
are gathering from South American soil the bounty that rightfully is 
our heritage. 
They send out their swift steamers, liberally subsidized, to these in- 
viting lands, while we sit idly by the great ocean highway, and through 
the mouths of unwise economists periodically and spasmodically cry 
out ‘‘subsidy,’’ ‘‘fraud,’’ and turn over again to our sluggish sleep. 

How much of that $820,000,000 of Mexican, Central and South 
American commerce lying at our feet is carried in American vessels? 
About 10 percent. The residue is carried by lines of European steam- 
ers, which have been established by subsidies in the way of liberal com- 
pensation fer carrying the mails. When asked to take, not specula- 
tion, but the experience of the nations of the earth as our guide, in order 
that we may accomplish like results, that is, cover the seas once more 
with American-built, American manned and registered vessels, to ex- 
tend our trade abroad, increase our commerce, and enhance our wealth, 
the corruption of the dead past is conjured up as an insuperable barrier 
and the abuse of a wise system instanced as the rule. 

It has been said that we can have our foreign mails carried in for- 
eign bottoms cheaper than by American steamships. Yes, to our shame, 
to-day they are carried in foreign bottoms; they are carried by foreign 
steamship lines, which have been built up and strengthened by the sys- 
tem of subsidies adopted in competing countries, and with the mails 
they are carrying all but about 17 per cent. of the $1,300,000,000 com- 
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merce of the United States with foreign countries. The United States 
is paying $140,000,000 in freight to foreign steamers, and unwisely 
refuses to grant fair compensation to our own steamships that are strug- 

gling unaided to win back their lost carrying trade. We are paying 
millions for tribute, refuse thousands for we al- 
low the great commerce of this south country also to fall like a ripe 
apple into the laps of England, Norway, Germany, and France, whose 

‘tramp’’ steamers to-day are to be found in every one of our harbors, 
flaunting their banners defiantly in our faces? If so, take down the 
American flag from every masthead, build a Chinese wall our 
10,000 miles of seacoast, and frankly admit our commercial imbe- 
cility. 

On the Delaware River only two years ago we had four fine ocean 
steamers, owned and run by Am capitalists, from Philadelphia to 
Liverpool, which carried the American flag—they were the Pennsyl- 
vania, the Ohio, the Indiana, the Illinois—com: as passenger car- 
riers with Eu lines. 1 watched them with patriotic pride as they 
steamed up down that broad river, and hoped they had come to 
stay. The United States Government turned a cold sheekées to the 
enterprise. Iask my friends where they are to-day? 

Mr. McADOO. I believe they are in existence. 

Mr. LORE. They are in existence, but degraded to transports; not 
«a passenger walks their decks. Instead of carrying passengers across 
the ocean they have become little better than freight tramps, seeking 
cargoes as best they may. England always fed such children, and she 
has a line to every leading port in this country. We starve ‘all such. 
We have not an American steamship to-day carrying passengers across 
the Atlantic. Two hundredand fifty thousand immigrants, num- 
hers of business men, pleasure-seekers from upon our 
shores each year, and they came not in American but in foreign steam- 
ers; while back again hundreds of thousands pass each year, and not 
one is carried in vessels bearing our flag. We, as my facetious friend 
said the other day, have not on the Atlantic Ocean two logs fastened to- 
gether with and a hoop-pole mast, bearing the American flag at 
the masthead ss to symbolize our maritime nation. 

Then, I ask, is this Congress to to be frightened by the names of Jay | ¢ 
Gould, Russell Sage, Dillon, and Huntington? I imagine the Demo- 
cratic party is not made of such stuff as to bescared in that way. It sees 
the possibility of rehabili the American merchant marine. No 


specters invoked from the distempered of gentlemen who 
fear another era of corruption should stay work. We have a Demo- 
cratic administration to economy and honesty. We havea 


Postmaster-General in whose hands we may safely intrust the distri- 
bution of this fund. He will see to it that not one dollar is wasted. 
Let the experiment be tried. It is in the right direction. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BURROWS. I yield the balance of my time to the gentleman 


from Maine. 
Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, I desire briefly to recall the atten- 
tous. The House 


tion of the committee to the exact issue presented 

has adopted a paragraph the sum of $375,000 for foreign 
mail service; $315,000 of this sum will be required to 

portation of transatlantic mails and incidentals, 


The gentleman from (Mr. Burrows] has moved a proviso by 
way of an amendment, not to change the intention of the Senate as we 
learn from the discussions which took place in that body, but, on the 
contrary, to make clear what it is intended to by this 


SE for aan 
carrying the American mail ssuiaiagl setubeniaaaenabaentan 
and that so much of the other $400,000 as may be necessary shall be 
used according to the discretion of the Postmaster-General 





ee increasing the uency of their trips. 
Gentlemen Sadandibasaeeemnae the disposal 
of the P for all American lines now exist- 
RG ee 000, that it can 


— in any sense a subsidy a ee idea, where a 
mi ion of dollars or more is to be sot ceainde for the purpose 
commercial connections. 
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It seems to me the practical question for us, as reasonable busin. 
men, is whether or not $60,000 is a reasonable and decent compensa. 
for the lines of American steamships for the services w)\,) 
they have been aecustomed to perform, or whether, on the other });),; 
that amount, which is to be placed in the hands of the Postmaster-(;,.,. 
eral for securing the service should not be $400,000; and furth e 
whether it is not wise to place in his hands $400, 000 additional for the 
purpose of new lines of American steamships and incre. 
ing the frequency of the service to the portsof South America ani ( 

America, and the other countries mentioned in this amendme: 
we have not already postal and commercial communicatioy 

"siibennioenhieets agreat dealof declamation here with reference to :), . 

ition, I take it not intended for gentlemen who are members 
this House, but for effect outside; because it can not be possib|« 
such gentlemen as I see before me, and whom I know to be intelli, 
and usually reasonable and candid, should stand up in this House 2 u 
declaim about the wickedness of the ‘‘ immense diture’’ propose: 
in the way of a subsidy to be given to American steamship lines 

I want to call the attention of the committee to exactly what 1). 
Senate amendment, as the gentleman from proposes to mak, 
clear its purport, is to accomplish and what it will provide . 
compensation for the various American steamship lines as compar 
with what was provided in the House paragraph. 

By the House which appropriated only $60,000 for Am 
can steamships, in order to give sea and inland postage to all existing 
American lines, it is necessary first of all to drop out from all consid- 
eration and all compensation two existing lines, and not give them <a 

, namely, the Cuban line and the Mexican line. her, as t 
the Australian line let me call your attention to this fact: The sea‘an: 
inland postage would give to the Australian line’ $41,000, which would 
be a decent compensation under the ci and is made so }e- 
cause the Australian colonies are not in the Postal Union, and cons:- 
quently postage on all letters to these colonies continues at 12 cent. 

a compensation of 12 cents as sea and inland postage wou! 

give ne haa sya in this case amounting to $41,000, to | 
pe oa line. But mark you, instead of giving that amount to t1ii 

has done so much to our commerce, it is proposed d 

provision to give that line not a cent from the Treasury 
on In this manner: A private arrangenen' 
donates which has a con 
with lines connecting Australia and San Francis. 

which none wr of all of their mails «: 

annual compensation of $150,000. Through this arrangement wit): 
the Government of New Zealand that colony says, ees of of 
your mails into our mail-bags and pay us $20,000 a year, and we w: 

take care of them.”’ 
Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. What do you mean by a private arrange 


ment? 
Mr. DINGLEY. I mean an arrangement entered into by the Po-'- 
with this Government, of New Zealand without aut!» 
prevent the payment of $41,000 to the Au-- 
tralian mail line, under the existing law giving that line the sea .n( 
eee one eneeiegy dhe ica: 
ship company is not to get a cent from this Government, and we ©: 
mails for $20,000. Thus we save $21,000, and only 


— 


Hi 


a 
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How is 
been 


it 


aft a 
Ha 


E 


es; although 

Mr. DOCKERY. Did not this line refuse to carry the mails’ 
. DINGLEY. ae a we understand that the Pacific \.! 
to accept the sea and inland postage 0! 
involved the acceptance of the sea an! 
other lines. But I am speaking 
is made. It 
existing American steamship |inc- 
; and the House has appropriat«(! 
difficulty in the manner I have suc- 
we are asked to insist 


the American lines under the House provision ’ 
as reasonable business men, as men of can«lor 
. Itis simply a business question 
basiness men to look at it in a busines- 
you think that the amounts 
steamship lines are fair or de- 
ve the American steamship line w!\. ) 
adistance of 6, 000 miles 
— $10,000—no more, no less 
ihe. line from Nor- 
miles, 
that $18,000 for the Norfolk line = 
floor and defend the riation 


| 


B FEE 

ti 
H 
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staaheahneene stand up on this 
of only $10,000 for mail service to China and Japanas ample, abundan' 
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and reasonable. Iask gentlemen to consider this discrimination against 
American steamships in the foreign trade and ask themselves if it is 
just. Divest yourselves of prejudice in this matter. I regret very 
much to have seen in the course of debate a tendency not to deal with 
this question in a spirit of candor, but to throw in our faces certain 
and endeavor thereby to turn away the attention of this com- 
the exact facts at issue and create prejudice against this 


—_ 


i 


! 


the facts. We have an important steamship line connecting 
with Brazilian ports and running as far as Rio. The dis- 
ae se ales tet Hine? Onl eat aeons. 
appropriation ine? y { gentle- 
up here and say this is fair com i No wonder, 

such compensation as that for carrying the mails to 
you think it necessary te follow it up with a 


: 
; 


iff 
Bee 


com ing American steamships to carry the mails at the 
com n offered under the penalty of a refusal of a elearance. 
Mr. BLOUNT. Allow me to say to the that thiére is an- 
other line which is anxious to take it at that compensation. . 
Mr. DINGLEY. Undoubtedly that may be done by a British line 
— under the British flag, and with capital furnished by Great 
Mr. BLOUNT. Thereisas much capital in that line as in the other. 
Mr. DINGLEY. _I think the from Georgia did not mean 
a ee and Brazil mail route, because ee a to 
Brazil. was ing of the route from San Francisco 
—— eaten thinking 


Mr. BLOUNT. I took your illustration, which was the compensa- 
tion for ing the mail to China. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I was through with that. Iam now speaking of 
the line to Brazil. L.ask the gentleman from Georgia, and I ask him 
because I know him to be a candid man—I ask the gentleman to say if 
baeinens 05708 a year for ‘ing our mails from New York to Brazil, 
a distance of 5,500 miles, is ient compensation ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. It depends on the standpoint from which the gen- 
tleman looks at it. 
ae. I ask you if it is sufficient from any just stand- 

t . 

Mr. BLOUNT. I say I take their rates for dealing with the public, 
and judged by that standard this is more than ample compensation. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Does the gentleman say $5,791 is ample compen- 
sation for ing the mailsthat distance? If so, if thatis amplecom- 
pensation, in ven’s name what are we paying everywhere else in 
our domestic service for carrying the mail? 

For carrying the mail hetween Tampa and Key West, 246 miles, we 
paid last year $23,600; a distance of only 246 miles, and a mileage both 


if 


males 

DOCKERY. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Does not this amendmeni propose to pay 50 cents 
a mile on the return voyage, when there is no mail on board, which the 
United States is liable to for? 
Mr. DINGLEY. I come to that in a moment. I may say in 
however, that the Brazilian line could not be paid over $50,- 
the Senate amendment as modified, which would be less than 
Tampa line is paid. 
wish to call the attention of gentlemen to the immense dispropor- 
between the rates we propose to pay American steamship lines 
to be in the foreign service and what we pay to those 
coastwise trade. We have an American line from New 
which makes a mileage of 208,000 miles a year; 
the mails the House appropriation proposes to allow 
or 4 cents per mile one way. Yet the British Cunard 
@ large part of our transatlantic mails, will be paid 
one way out of the Houseappropriation. Gentlemen 
when such a discrimination is worked out against our 
which carry our smaller South American mails, that the 
payment by weight, without regard to distance, is wrong. 
surely can not mean what they say when they stand up and 
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assert that such compensation as the House proposes to give American 
steamship lines in the foreign trade for mail service is reasonable. You 


know, gentlemen, they are not fair and reasonable. They are not de- 


Nonation gets its mails carried for such acompensation as we propose. 


Of course you need a compulsory law, and even a law that will give | 


to confiscate private property in steamships, if you propose 
such compensation as this for mail service. If gentlemen 


a] 
: 


of thekind. Themoment you have 
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during the year of only 50,000 miles, as against a mileage of 
for the Brazilian line. 
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What is proposed by the Senate amendment as modified by the pro- 


viso of the gentleman from Michigan? I ask if it approaches the idea 
of asubsidy in the European sense? What would the China and Japan 
line get under this amendment, even supposing the whole amount of 
$400,000 should be paid to existing lines? It would get $50,000. Is 
that a subsidy in any objectionable sense? Only $50,000 for carrying 
our mails on a route of 6,000 miles! Why, gentlemen can not mean 
what they say when they characterize such payments as these as sub- 
sidies in any improper sense. 


On the basis of a payment of from $350,000 to $400,000 to existing 


lines the Brazilian line would receive only $50,000; the Australian 
line, $42,500; the Venezuelan, $50,000, and the line to China and Ja- 
pan, only $50,000. And the payments in all these cases would be only 


a fraction more than that we pay the British Cunard and White Star 
lines. Why is the payment to American lines characterized as subsidy 
and that to British lines fair mail pay? 

We pay $29,700 to the coastwise steamers which carry the mail be- 
tween Tacoma and Port Townsend, a distance of 98 miles; the total 
mileage in a year one way being 60,000 miles, and the payment per mile 
being about 50 cents. You call that fair mail pay! Why is not the 
same rate per mile fair mail pay for an American steamship line in the 
foreign trade ? 

I wish to call attention to the two maps which gentlemen see hung 
before the Clerk’s desk. These maps were prepared, as I understand, 
by the Post-Office Department. On the map at the left hand are shown 
the American steamship lines, connecting the United States with the 
various countries of Central and South America, Australia, and the col- 
onies, and with China and Japan. Notice the small number of lines 
there shown. 

Turn now to the other map, which shows the British, German, and 
French lines connecting those European countries with the West Indies 
and with Central and South America. When you compare the two 
maps, do you wonder that we can not secure a larger amount of trade 
with Central and South American countries? There is hardly any 
means of direct posial commercial communication between the United 
States and any of the South American ports. But, on the other hand, 
notice the net-work of lines connecting these ports of the countries of 
South America with the countries of Europe. It has been well said 
to-day by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BINGHAM] that the 
history of the world shows that foreign trade follows the flag. That 
is true, sir, and unless means of communication, prompt and frequent, 
can be availed of by the merchant, you can not expect to build up a 
trade with any country. There are Central and South America lying 
before us, which last year had a foreign commerce amounting to eight 
hundred and fifty millions, of which we obtained only one hundred 
and thirty mililions. 

The exports of South and Central America last year were $430,000, 000. 
We took a larger proportion of their products than we exported to them 
of our products. We took from the South American countries last year 
$90,000,000 of their productions. How much did we export to them ? 
We bought from them $90,000,000 worth of goods and we sold them 
only $40,000,000, Why did we not sell them more? Partly for the 
reason that there are no means of regular, frequent, and prompt com- 
munication between this country and any portion of South America 
except the one line that runs to Rio. 

Now, everybody knows that it is only as you have ready communi- 
cation that trade can be built up. There can be no question thatjif we 
had direct, frequent, and ready steamship communication with the 
South American countries business could be built up to a very great 
extent between the United States and those countries. They do not 
buy of us, because the products that they would purchase from us are 
toalarge extent those that they must have promptly, and for that prompt 
and regular means of communication are absolutely necessary. It so 
happens that these South American countries lying close to our doors 
are non-manufacturing countries. They have the raw products that 
we want, and nearly all of which are admitted free of duty into this 
country. 

They, on theother hand, want our productions. They want our food 
products. They want our common cotton cloths, for cottons are the 
chief textiles used in the South American countries. They want our 
machinery. They want thousands of articles that we could supply 
them, and that we would supply them if we had proper means of com- 
munication. In reading the argument of the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Biounz] (I trust he will give me his attention for a moment), I 
saw, Very much to my surprise, a statement that we could not supply 
the South American countries with the coarse cotton cloth known as 
standard sheetings because the English manufacturers could supply 
them somuchcheaper. He stated that plain standard sheetingscould 


examine this subject candidly they would not propose anything , be furnished by English or other European manufacturers at 5} cents 
reasonable compensation the steam- | 


peryard, while thesame goods obtained from the manufacturing estab- 


ship lines are glad to take - mail. They do not need compaision | lishments of thiscountry would cost 9} centsa yard. I wondered where 


e 


mote, DOGKERY. Wil the gente 
. Will the gentleman permit me to suggest —— 
ina I must decline to yield further, as I have only a 


he got such information as that, buton turning over the statistics that 
accompany his speech I noticed that the Superintendent of the For- 
eign Mail Service supplied the figures. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Not atalL 
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Mr. DINGLEY. I noticed them at least in connection with the 
report furnished by the superintendent, and naturally supposed that 
he was the authority. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Oh, that isa very differentthing. There area great 
many things in connection with it. . 

Mr. DINGLEY. Now I wish to call the attention of the gentleman 
from Georgia to the fact that he can go into any store in Washi n 
to-day and buy at retail plain standard sheetings at 7 cents a ya 
it can hardly be possible that the manufacturer sells them by the bale 
at 9} cents a yard, In my own city there is a mill producing largely 
plain cotton cloths to be shipped to China, and they are being shipped 
there and sold by the side of the English products at precisely the same 
price, quality for quality. 

Gentlemen will bear in mind that in the production of these common 
standard sheetings three-fourths of the cost is in the raw ; the 
labor is a small item, and such goods we can produce as cheaply as any 
nation on the face of the earth. When we come to the finer products, 
where labor more largely enters into the cost, we are of course distanced 
on account of our higher-paid labor; but we can com in such coarse 
cotton goods as are largely used in South America. In the gentleman’s 
own city there are manufacturers who can supply South America as 
cheaply as England can if they can have direct, regular, frequent postal 
and commercial communication by steamship lines. It will of course 
take some little time to build up the trade and find out what is wanted; 
but give us the means of communication and the rest will follow. I 
mention this, Mr. Chairman, to show that there is a large range of pro- 
ductions in which we can compete with foreign nations in the South 
American market. 

Our farm products, our agricultural eee, our coarse standard 
sheetings we can produce and sell as ly as like articles can be pro- 
duced and sold anywhere in the world. Now, it is this class of prod- 
ucts, as I have already said, that South America wants, and yet we can 
not send them to her because we have no direct, frequent, regular means 
of communication, 

Look at Brazil. Last roe we bought of Brazil nearly $50,000, ae 
worth of her products, almost all of which came in free of duty, and 
yet we sold her goods to the mere beggarly amount of eight and a half 
millions. 

I mention this, Mr. Chairman, in order to call the attention of the 
committee to the fact that we can not in this matter lose sight of the 
fact that the opening up of trade with South America is an exceedingly 
important object, which this Congress ought to have in view, and one 
which will justify the most liberal riations to American steam- 
ship lines for the purpose of establishing prompt and frequent postal 
and commercial communication with those countries. 

But I must hasten. There is a third point to which I wish to call 
attention. It has been said in the progress of this debate that it makes 
no difference whether our mails are carried by American steamships or 
by British nanan that while we would like to have American 
steamships en this if British steamships can do 
the work more aly let them do it. Now, if we eee 
same principle to all other industries—to the coastwise in- 
stance, and to the ordinary industries of the country—whereshould we 
be? But inthe maintenance of a merchant marine and in the establish- 
ment of steamship lines there is something more than an ordinary in- 
dustry. 

The merchant marine is to every country the militia of the seas. No 
nation can maintain an efficient navy without an efficient and 
perous merchant marine behind it. That is the experience of 
nations of the world. Besides, by encou 
American steamship lines we provide in the most economical manner 
vessels for use in case of war as light-armed cruisers and as transports. 
In case of war, ee ee a Lae 
vessels are liable to be taken from us; and if the nation w 
them is the one with which we are at war, they are at once turned against 
us. Butif our mail-carrying steamers are owned and controlled by 
Americans and registered as vesselsof the United States, then the Gov- 
ernment can put its hands upon them and can use them in defense, as 
an aid in distributing its troops and as light-armed cruisers. 

The ability of Recleed to-day to defend herself as a nation 
more upon her great steam marine, upon which she can lay her 
in case of war, than upon the naval vessels which she maintains in com- 
mission. Five hundred thousand dollars dollars expended in this way for 
building up a few new steamship lines to postal and com- 
mercial communication with the South American countries with which 
we are not now in connection, to extend and promote our trade, to open 
new markets for the Western farmers, for the manufacturers of the East, 
and for the workmen of the country, will give us steamships which, in 
aatd eee bn eeneebaumenisaaeee Te that we could 
build with $2,000,000 expended purpose. 

There is more in this policy, which is to be inaugurated or set aside 
by the vote that the House may now or hereafter give on this question 


the 


than many gentlemen here seem tothink. If this Government 

to give proper and efficient assistance to its steam marine, itallows the 
European nations by the aid of their subsidies to seize upon every 
avenue of trade. We shall not only our trade to a great extent, 
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but we shall lose the steamship lines which now exist. It is impossi- 
ble that these lines can be permanently unless there shal] 
be some assistance in the way of fair compensation for mail service. 
Let me read from the foreign dispatches a telegram published only three 
days after the action of this House in refusing to appropriate more than 
$60,000 for the foreign mail service: 

Lowpos, April 8, 1836. 


The Imperial Government i Int Croat Bota Britain] has decided to subsidize a new 
line of steamers between Br bia and Hong-Kong and Australia by 
paying me ,000 annually os ten ae an amen must i a gad ca. ca- 
u e vernment sha ave 
io rtgitte wsothisteaments Gseveterwar 
Canada, as poor as she is, has added a sixty-thousand-dollar appro- 
priation for the same —— making $160,000 to open up a new line 
of steamers from British Columbia on our western coast to Hong-Kong 
and the Australian colonies—a line intended to compete with and dri\« 
off the American steamship line now running from San Francisco to 


the Australian colonies and Japan 
We look on and see these things transiting before our eyes and con- 


tent ourselves with saying, ‘ ugh Great Britain and Canada giv 
$160,000 to establish a line that is to come in direct competition with an 
existing American line and turn the trade of Japan, China, and Aus. 
tralia away from us, yet if we give $10,000 it is all we ought to do; 
but if we give $50,000 it is a wicked subsidy, that ought to consign gen- 
tlemen who vote for it to some unpleasant locality.”’ 

[Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. HOLMAN o the floor and said: I yield two minutes to 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLounT]. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Idonot wish to occupy two minutes. I desire only 
to make a single remark. a Maine [Mr. Dinciry | 
was unkind enough to say that taken my statistics as to the prices 
of American and ‘Britioh tish cotton goods in Rio from the Superintendent 
of Foreign Mails. I desire to inform the gentleman that I quoted from 
ovr consular Republican authority. I got the information 
from the State Department, as the latest information in its possession. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I simply wanted to call the gentleman’s attention 
to the fact that common standard sheetings could be bought here in 
Washington for 7 cents a yard. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The statistics to which I referred did not purport to 
date of to-day; they gave a comparative statement; and I referred to 
the comparison as shown by them. 

Mr. DINGLEY. But the gentleman having mentioned 5j cents as 
the price for standard English sheetings, I desired to say that goods of 

si quality could be bought for about the same price from the man- 
iain of this country. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now yield to the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
MORRISON }. 

Mr. MORRISON. I desired, when the gentleman from Maine [Mr 
DINGLEY] was on the floor to ‘ask him a question. Perhaps it would 
hardly be right to make the inquiry now, as he might not have time to 
answer. But as he is a gentleman who always has a ready reply, I will 
take the liberty of making thé inquiry now, with my reason for mak- 
ing it. 

"The gentleman from Maine, as well as several other gentlemen, 
has said in the course of this debate, and it is perhaps true as to some 
of the articles mentioned, that we can make cotton sheeting and some 
other articles at such low cost we might sell them in or exchange with 
the South American countries if we only had ready communication. 
He said, too, that we bought from Brazil $50,000,000 in products an- 
nually, which come in free of duty, and sold to her people eight and a 
millions; that if we had direct communication we could have ex- 
changed probably to the full extent of our purchases or a greater cx- 

tent. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Ididnotsay toa fuller extent, but built up greatly. 

Mr. MORRISON. Well, toa fuller extent than we have sold. Now, 
I want to ask a from Maine what we did with the fifly 
millions’ worth of from Brazil? Wemust have brought 
them here, and I onl te inquire why the ships that brought fifty mill- 
ions of heavy products to us should not and did not carry out our cheap 
products to these countries south of us, Brazil and others? 

Mr. DINGLEY. All our vessels were sailing vessels; but of course 
erate wae ant bn cust te ing. verse ts saotexn tenes 

(ua MORRISON. They only come to and do not go from us’ 


Laughter and 

_ Me HOLMAN. T yi id for ten minutes to the gentleman from New 
Mr. McADOO. Mr. Chairman, I think it will be a good day for the 
United States when our shall recognize are no inter- 
national so far as our country is concerned. oo 
gentlemen on this floor to be continually pointing to Europe on all eco- 
nomic and even political questions. On all matters of governmental 
business we al Santi poniiad oer 00 the deeumastantes and policy 

of Rultgeds ectems, ee oe 
, and I refer to the physical geography of our coun- 
try, and and socially we we ane 00 far different from Enrope 
there is no analogy whereby comparison can be instituted. There 
never was a country founded, nor situated and circumstanced like ours 
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It is idle for gentlemen to resurrect the romantic fable of Greece and 
Rome. There is no analogy between this Republic of thirty-eight sov- 
ereign States to universal , perfect legal equality, and general 
intelligence, and the semi-caste-founded republics of the olden time. 
There is no comparison even between our Republic and the modern Re- 
publics of France and Switzerland. Therefore neither on this floor 
nor elsewhere can there be instituted comparison between our country 
and any other on the face of the globe. What may be eminently 
proper for them may be entirely wrong for us and against the very 
fandamental principles of our system. What their geographical posi- 
tion may demand ours may render totally unnecessary, The commer- 
cial laws of a small island may not be suited to govern a whole conti- 
nent. Monarchical and paternal government can furnish no example 
for republican rule. 


But forgetting all some gentlemen seem inclined to adopt and 
try all these En yn Continental panaceas for commercial, labor, 
and other trou and which, in my judgment, are not suited at all 


to this country. When you com the two countries physica'ly see 
the divergence; there is an that is but a patch of sed upon the 

tlantic, and here we are the legislators for a continent. The laws 
that might benefit the one can not benefit the other, even if they could 
be enacted without violating the spirit of our institutions. 

There can be no institution of comparison between our people and the 
people of France. France is obliged, in order to maintain her political 
su to enter into commercial competition with Great Britain. 
And Great Britain is compelled tohaveaforeigncommerce. The British 
Empire, so far as Great Britain and Ireland are concerned, can not main- 
tain itself unless it sends out its commercial feelers, as it will, into 
oer of the globe. And here you have what would make the 
Ww of Europe. You have difference of climate, and I might say dif- 
ference of people and difference of uction—the varied productions, 
the climates, conditions, and phy differences of a world all in your 
own country. 

Did you ever think of this fact? The people of nearly every other 
country are tory. Emigration and exile are painful but common 
household in all Old World lands. The breezes that blow inland 
on the vaunted British Islands carry the sighs and sobbed adieus of 
British subjects. Other people are emigrants, and this Heaven-blessed 
Jand is to them the haven of rest. Our people, thank Heaven, are not 
forced out on the pitiless ocean to seek homes and trade and labor in 
foreign lands. vacant chair of the adventurous emigran 
monument of regret in nearly e home. Let us avoid the 
causes that produced this m exodus from other lands. 

We have a Europe of our own, and the true cause why there is not 
upon the high seas the American flag as plentifully as that of these 
maritime Old World nations is that since the war we have been de- 

this vast continent. The energies and the wealth of our peo- 
ple have been directed in creating, not a mere maritime power, but to 
develop this wonderful continent. When this continent is sufficiently 
developed, and when it becomes necessary to plow the seas as well as 
the land, we shall go upon the broad ocean, and I will trust to the 
genius and the wealth and the power of the United States to make 
itself felt on the high seas as it has on the land to-day. [Applause. ] 

I have before me here an address delivered by Mr. Charles 8. Hill 
before the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce. He asks the question 
why we havé not American ships, and says: 
ann ogmtsieed ea 4 eumapanies of foreign nations ieatantl eg 

freight cen’ upon r statesmen an 
and because the British Lioyds waeuthers instantly rush to their ecstataies 
the of the American ship by rating our ship enviously 
and below the inferior ship of the Clyde. ; 


Now that is not so. That is not the difference. Let us understand 
this thing and be honest about it. The troublelies just here: it is the 
labor. Why, sir, if you were mted the English Cunard 
Steamship line, to sail it under our dag with the large subsidies or 
ber are said to receive for carrying the mails, you could not 
contend a day against the other lines; and it is because the labor and 
the materials into which our labor enter are more expensive. That is 
the reason that these lines can not run advantageously with the same 
th cheaply run foreign steamships. 
Let me interrupt the gentleman —— 
T have but a few moments. 
Carrying out that same idea. Before the Ship- 
a number of expert gentlemen on this sub- 
it if the ships were sheen to them they could not 


t stands a 


E 


2 


Mr.McADOO. I believe, Mr. Chairman, it is admitted here that the 
difference in the cost of running an English steamship as compared 
WE MNII teg eons Castean ter Witenes to nary creck aresier 
Ww ie is very much ter. 

ane What makes the difference? o ait 

Mr. McADOO. | I can not yield, in the short time I have, for inter- 


we to compete with the foreign lines that cost 25 per 
cent. and even much less to run them without subsidies, then we will 
have to add 25 per cent., and even much more, beyond the highest sub- 
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overladen tax-payer. 
are exhausting themselves, while we are strengthening ourselves. 
great rival feels keenly the loss of our markets, and when the real strug- 
gle comes, if we keepon as we have in the past, we will find her strength 
sapped and we will be master of the situation. 
events, agreat American marine, unrivaled in the past, is coming. 


vive the deadly perils of storms and their own frailty! 
the waters from Terra del Fuego to the Thames, from Montreal to Mel- 


just as unfairly as those that have no subsidy? 
granting a subsidy make a difference in their action, and if we puta 
subsidy on the ship, will the British Lloyds, if this charge be correct, 
desist from the conspiracy to underrate and undervalue and generally 
conspire against American shipping? 


points. Another point to which I wish to allude. 
a glow of patriotism the extraordinarily able report of Thomas Butler 
King, a Representative from the State of Georgia in Congress, in favor 
of, as gentlemen on the other side tell us, the subsidizing or giving large 
bountiesto American shipping. But, Mr. Chairman, times are changed 
since Mr. King wrote that report. 


tion. What was his object? To make a quasi-navy. 
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sidy paid byany foreign nation, heyond the nearly twelve millions paid 


annually for many years by the other nations with their cheap labor, 


to be able to compete with them upon the seas. In saying this I be- 
lieve I state the case correctly, and if I do, who is prepared to enter upon 
such a tremendous scheme? If we are going into this international 
struggle for commercial supremacy upon tne seas we will have to give 
additional subsidy beyond what the other countries pay in order to over- 
come their cheaper running expenses. Now I can not say I grieve at 
this. This is the slight cost, if cost at all, we pay for the greatest and 
best of all markets—the home market, and for having the best paid and 
most independent and intelligent labor on the whole globe. If you are 
bound to compete, you must reduce wages. Who will vote to reduce 
the wages of labor? Not one, I hope. Will we ever have a powerful 
merchant marine? Yes, undoubtedly, when our necessities demand it. 
All the advantage is with us. The nations of Europe are overdoing the 
carrying trade; they are engaged in a death-struggle. 

Bounty against bounty, subsidy against subsidy, ship against ship, 
line against line, and all the while a constant drain on their frightfully 
Few, if any, of these lines pay dividends. They 
Our 


Yes, without forcing 
I say 
Look at the English ocean tramps, such as sur- 
They cover 


they are overdoing it. 


bourne, and that too, by the way, without the blessings of subsidy. 


They do not live well, to be sure, but if our subsidy friends are correct, 


the wonder is they live at all. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, look at the very absurdity oftheargument. Mr. 
HILL says that the Lloyds treat our American vessels unfairly. If that 
be true, is it not equally true that they will treat the subsidized ships 
Will the mere fact of 


Now I know my time is limited and I must hurry briefly over these 
I have read with 


If he were present and participat- 
ing in this debate to-day he would not, I believe, advocate this proposi- 
In those days 
the merchant ship was readily convertible into a man-of-war. There 
was no very great difference in their construction. 

Wooden ships composed our Navy; wooden ships were all the rule, 
both in the Navy and in the merchant marine; and in the event of a 
war it was well known that the wooden shins of the merchant marine 
could be quickly transferred into fighting suips for the Navy. But it 
is widely. different to-day; and it is idle for gentlemen to say that if 
you subsidize the American vessels engaged in commerce that in time 
of war you will have there a strong arm to protect the coast, assert our 
rights and dignity, and defend our domestic commerce as well as our 
merchant marine upon the seas. The man-of-war of to-day is a special 
creation provided for that particular business, and no subsidized or un- 
subsidized merchant vessel would be able in any naval contest to main- 
tain herself against a modern man-of-war. So the argument which was 
given at the time of the inception of the system of giving bounties to 
American shipping, to create a quasi-naval arm by stimulating the mer- 
chant marine, has ceased to have any weight so far as this Government 
is concerned by reason of the advance in naval architecture. 

I said, Mr. Chairmain, at the outset of my remarks, that I did not be- 
lieve we could build up a merchant marine by subsidies; I know you 
can not do it by a gratuity. If it can be done by subsidy, if that is the 
only remedy, and I do not believe it is a remedy, then, as a Representa- 
tive, I would meet that matter squarely face to face as a business propo- 
sition; and if a subsidy is the only remedy, let us go about it in a busi- 
ness-like way. You say you want to enable our merchant marine to 
compete with the subsidized marine of other countries richly subsidized, 
and against these immense subsidies you want to spoon-feed our A meri- 
can marine with watery gruel in homeopathic doses. [Laughter. } 

‘The passage of this amendment will not, in my honest judgment, add 
a ship or a man to our merchant navy. It will go to a few existing 
lines and give them an advantage over new American lines that may 
be built. It will go into well-known hands and into coffers not empty. 
In saying this I have no prejudice. Not one millionaire could find it 
profitable to build, equip, and run the finest American vessels under 
the American flag. I love that flag, without or with an appropriation, 
as much asany man living. I hopeto liveand know it ison every sea, 
powerful, respected, honored, ay, loved by all peoples who love liberty. 
For all honest, just, practicable laws that will advance American ships 
and American shipping I will be found an advocate, even to the extent 
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of differentiating in their favor. The day may soon come when an 
American zollverein will be formed and the trade of this western 
hemisphere become ours against all comers. Then new ships and new 
lines will come of necessity. Ships of themselves do not make com- 
merce. Commerce begets ships. The arguments for this amendment 
are very plausible and quite forcibly and adroitly put, and we, seeing 
the patient so ill and weak, are supposed to be willing to try any 
remedy. This remedy would prove as inefficacious as feeding a con- 
sumptive onsnow balls. There has been, besides, a tainted atmosphere 
around all this legislation in times that are past. Let us not be 
carried away. This money belongs to the whole people, and we must 
be sure we are spending it wisely and honestly. 

I yield to no man on this floor in my Americanism. I care more for 
the prosperity and welfare of the meanest flatboat that was ever poled 
on the Mississippi River than I do for all the ships that have floated the 
English flag from the days of Alfred to the reign of Victoria. Iam 
more interested in the humblest cross-road blacksmith-shop in the last 
county of Texas than I am in all the mills, looms, and ship-yards of 
Great Britain from John O’Groat’s to Land’s End. [Applause. 

As to how subsidy has operated in France, I call attention to this 
late report of our agent: 

The ships that were to be built and navigated with the aid of the government 
were to carry French manufactures into foreign markets, and so encourage and 
extend domestic manufactures and new ven home-made wares. Un- 
less the statistics are false this result not been attained, and it would almost 
seem as if there had occurred a mere transfer of 4 

Did this transfer of carriage from foreign to French vessels involve a decrease 
of freights peculiar to French a saving to the French shi, 
at least commensurate with the cost of the bounties, something 
in favor of the icy. Under those circumstances the nation would have a 
larger mercantile marine and a larger share in the trade at no cost 
itself. There is no evidence, however, that such a t has followed; 
while the bounties by stimulating ng and ship na 
creased the available requirements of traffic, the 
reduction has involved a loss and nota gain to the French 
by throwing u it the burden of a interest that but for the 
ment aid would have been that because of such aid can 


conform itself to the demands of trade—the only basis that will insn 
and permanency. 


As to England, hear the eloquent and fearless gentleman from 
consin [Mr. GUENTHER] in his speech of yesterday: 

What has England profited by this system? A few great merchants and great 
conmadeditate i cntthed ton qa the oupemme of the masses of the En- 
glish people. The people have been down; their wages have been re- 
duced more and more; and in order to up this system thousands 
thousands of precious human lives tothe greed and the fiendish 
avarice of those merchan England. 


The smell of 

Let other countries have 

trade, their discontent 

steal Gy prospenliy oan Got 

n y ty an 

strike their balances. Let them 
ndreds 


{ Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. MCADOO. [I ask leave to extend my remarks in the Recorp. 
There was no objection. 

Mr. STRUBLE. I should like to ask the gentleman from New Jer- 
PC OHAIRE The gentleman has expired, and the 

The CHAIRMAN. ’s time i gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Horataw} is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The pending question has been discussed at 
ond nith aneedienastinen ate, I would hardly feel i 
oceupyi farther 
pose of attention, after a brief statement, to one main feature of 
the policy involved. seem to be conscious that the idea of 
subsidy, the building up of the interests of a particular class of citizens 
or a particular industry{at the expense of the whole is an un- 
American policy, and on that account have sought ae 
ity of argument to show that this measure does not involve a 
but simply fair pay to the steamship lines for the transportation 
mails to foreign ports. 

Now, sir, the fact can not be concealed, looking 

conceivable standpoint, that the amount 


Hl 


i 
E 
LETHE 


Es 


May 19, 


The following are the exact words of the Postmaster-General on {),,. 
subject: 
ee actual ae aes ~ 4 sie oes ee sent s fr 
the post-office at port ure, inclosed in bags (of leather ¢.,, 
letters, and usually of eke paper mails), conveying them to the yes: 
depositing them in the “ mail room,” to remain until arrival at the port of ¢.. 
tination, when the bags are conveyed to the post-office. The niail room iso), 
monly a small interior room occupying no more, and no more valuable, s; 
than the baggage-room. In some vessels it is sheathed or c+ ||, 
: porting this room and keeping it securely locked ;,, 
special guard or care is required during the vo . unless some accident « 
. No ity as an insurer rests on the carrier. Such liability ¢, 
is dependent on proof of negligence; and probably {ey 
mulct for such loss can be found. 


for carriage 
port charges, except customs duties. 
i as much trouble, cost,and burden 0): ()\. 
EC repeived and delivered at the ship. 
which the mails receive speciq) 
g and debarkatio:: 


a et of the sam: 

isproport on iter trips o: 

These figures prove the rate of sa 

- es pe apna menegs could be pro 

wer rates, if it were desirable to forego frequency of transmissio) 
or two lines instead of all. 


As far 1862, when our own ships, under the protection of 

flag, refused to carry our mails at reasonable rates, Postinaster- 

General Montgomery Blair, under President Lincoln, wrote the {o!- 

lowing letter on the same subject: 
Post-Orrice DreragTrMent, Washington, D. C., March 3, 1362 

formal notice from Cornelius Vanderbilt, eo.- 

inwall, that he will not take the South Paciii 

t. Thisis an attempt to coerce Congres. 

with him on his own terms for carrying these mails. I called thea‘. 

exercised by the railroad companics 

repo I trust suitable measures wi)! }« 

the public interestsinthatbehalf. b:: 

requires immediate attention. Unless somethin, .- 
the vast mercantile interests will be seriously affected. 

every other lineof steamers leaving our por'- 

ae te my upon such term: 

oO as the condition of the: 

N now ere 

o vate person them for any kind rans 

the Govecamant lenuuaiasutter. We ve all and 

are so much benefited incide n't. | |\ 

he correspondence relates tothe tr. | 


He 


iF 
ik 


M. BLAIR, Postmaster-Genera'. 
Messrs. CoLLAMER and CoLFAx. 
: Chairmen, &c., Senate and House of Representatives. 


y . letter ; that it is 
immensely greater than it costs to send packages goods according 


aS = 

Mr. HOLMAN. If my friend refers to our policy here in our own 
country, of course I answer yes; for, so far as our internal policy |< 
concerned in regard to contracts for the mails, under the pro- 
visions of the Federal Constitution of course an entirely different po! \ 


in 
prevails from that which has relation to our foreign affairs. The diili- 


sion of intelligence among our own and facilities for intercourse 
between them stand on a basis entirely different from that of our in- 


Here at home the of competition and the necessity of furnishing 
with postal facilities control the service. 

appeals made to the House since this 

more patriotic and florid in its terms 

its demands than one that comes to us from a bo'y 

in the Southwest. That body do not think 


argument, but make an appeal ('- 


resolve that our merchant marine’m and shall be revived; ay, by 
sid of honestly obtaining what our national needs dec- 


It hides behind no subter- 
And the body of gen- 

the last few days do 
subsidy pure and sim- 


Steamship Company, run- 
an American Tine owned 

capitalists, and sailing under 
former years. That company 
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declined to transport your mails under the reasonable rates which have 


been preseribed by law. Another line in competition with it, the Occi- 
dental and Oriental Steamship line, having the same kind of vessels 
and ruaning between the same ports, has been cheerfully transporting 
your mails without any hesitation under the rates prescribed by law— 
the sea the Pacific coast to those remote countries. If 
one line can carry at the rate prescribed by law, and it is proposed to 
pay the other vastly more for the same service, is not that subsidizing 
it? The foreign line of vessels, without any subsidy from any govern- 
ment, your mails at what your Postal Department asserts 
is a fair reasonable rate, and makes no question as to its fairness. 
Ths other Remenineesie Site Sellers pean o ee ie Seman 
by the pending proposi 

"i do not believe any of the expedients resorted, to in former years 
under the mistaken po! that is now again being urged on Congress 
ever had the least effect instimulating our shipping interests. 
They had not up to 1859 when the former effort was abandoned, nor at 
any subsequent period. It has been said in this debate—I refer to the 


fact only —that our trade with Rio has recently been af- 
fected beneficially by the establishment of a line of steamers. You 
have had a ip line to Rio for years; you have one now without 


subsidy; and your sailing vessels have to a greater or less extent brought 
the products of that country to our shores and carried ours to a lim- 


by ; 
iod of time that the law authori the subsidy was permitted tu 
ae its own limitation vaidnael teagan wake eile the tens 


wich which to nothing while we paid a subsidy of 
$75,000 a year, grew to proportions under the reciprocity treaty. 

Sixteen * ago this House organized a committee which was di- 
rected to the various cities of the East and inquire into the causes 
of the decline of: rs interests. Thatcommittee, of which Hon. 
John then of the city of Portland, Me., was chairman, visited 
all the cities of the section of the country; and in the 


ponderous volume submitted to Congress by that committee containing 
the evidence taken and its final report there is no more intelligent state- 
ment of the cause of that decline or of the remedy than is found in a 
single passage in the testimony of Mr. W. H. Derby, an intelligent busi- 
ness gentleman of the city of Boston. He says: 


You will aid shipping more by reducing the duties than in any other way. I 
speak as one in favor of incidental to revenue. I do not speak as a 
fi rader. Ido not go to those extremes. Perhaps I am not wise in not going 
further than I I on protection. Your protection y is 

on you import. How was it before the 


Is Congress aware of 
Is Congress careen eh are, Save enn ap from 34) to 48 
per cent. duty on a earaeions port? Does Congress jieve that 48 per 
cent. isa ae or that we are to maintain them at those rates? 


Is it just so? ‘ 
Of all the before that committee in your commer- 
cial of the cause of the 


cities,Jno statement ane of our ships 
from the ocean isso well fortified by facts as this which I have just read, 
and yet after sixteen years our tariff taxation remains substantially the 


same. 

But, Mr. Chairman, permit me to say that gentlemen deal with this 
with the American people unfairly when they talk about this 
being a question of commerce. Our commerce is not declining; our 
commerce grows steadily with the advance of years. Ourshipping in- 
terests, our carrying trade only have declined, and they have declined 
for manifest reasons, in addition to the burden imposed by our excessive 
taxation. Of those reasons I know of none so obvious as the fact that 
the American capitalist has been able to invest his money in more re- 
munerative enterprises. he enters into the carrying trade of the 
world (the most cosmopolitan of all employments), he comes directly 
people of all other nations, and must adopt 
must be satisfied with their small profits, or 
it is to his advantage to put his vessels under 
as it frequently is imthe interest of econ- 
But generally our capitalists pre- 

sueeiilineeae Seanemaeels the flag 
to American as much as 
finns nem that sixteen years ago when this inquiry 
eommittee I have named, and up tothe present time, 
a capital has heen invested wherever 
it could be advantageously done in foreign shipping doing business un- 
At the time of this inquiry two iron ships 
pc ge by American capitalists with the avowed 
them under the British flag and holding them un- 


i 


a? 
f 


deliberate calculation of in the ing trade of the 
peer jw from that ecient subject be fairly pre- 
‘ who for this subsidy in behalf of the carrying 
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rying trade of the nations sailing their ships under the flags of the na- 
tions where the greatest exemption from taxationexists. I holdin my 
hand an article clipped from the Boston Herald, one of the most intelli- 
gent of our great commercial newspapers, to which I desire to cal! the 
attention of the House. I ask the Clerk to read the article. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
SHIPPING INTERESTS 

‘The depressed state of the shipping interest, due to the falling off 6f merchan- 
dise exchanges between the great nations of the world, has had an exceedingly 
disastrous effect in England upon those belonging to the class of seamen. It is 
asserted that men can readily be obtained as common sailors who have certifi- 
cates showing that they have passed an examination entitling them to go tosea 
as mates and captains of vessels, and not infrequently men have been shipped 
as sailors who, two or three years ago, were in command of vessels, and lost 
this position simply because there was not business enough to keep employed 
the vessels with which they were connected. This statement of the condition 
of maritime affairs in the largest and most successful shipping nation in the 
world is sufficient to prove that this is not a peculiarly favorable occasion in 
which to endeavor to encourage and build up the American shipping interest. 
If the English shipping merchants are losing money on almost every venture 
they make, it would be worse than useless for us to vote away the public money 
by endeavoring, directly or indirectly, to subsidize American merchant ton- 
nage. 


But, Mr. Chairman, I sought the floor not for the purpose of dis- 
cussing except in a preliminary way the question whether this was a 
subsidy or not, or to what extent subsidy can revive our shipping in- 
terest, but for the purpose of presenting another view which I think 
underlies this whole subject. I believe, sir, that this measure involves a 
policy of Government which ought to arrest in a very marked degree the 
attention notonly of this House but of the American people. The small 
sum of money involved, $800,000, is of but little moment. It would not 
be felt by our Treasury; it would not be felt by our tax-paying people. 
But, sir, this is one of a class of measures which up to this time have 
produced, as I think, only injury and disaster to the country. The 
point to which I desire to ask attention is so well and briefly suggested 
by an article in a leading commercial newspaper of the city of New 
York that I ask to have the article read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

{From the New York Commercial Bulletin, October 26, 1885. | 
THE GOVERNMENT NURSE. 


Is there no way of eradicating from men's minds the pestilent fallacy that it 
is the function of republican government to provide (1) sinecures for persons 
who have no means of self-support, and (2) access to the public Treasury (i. ¢., 
the tax-payers’ pockets) to individuals who are unable to carry on their pri- 
vate business in competition with other people, except at a loss? 

Under monarchical or despotic systems, where the king or the kaiser can do no 
wrong and where class legislation has been countenanced from time immemo- 
rial, a policy of that character is comprehensible. Therethe peopleare simply 
machines for providing means for the tax-gatherer, and as long as the despotic 
or monarchical system exists there is absolutely no help for them, save in revo- 
lution or emigration. But in this country, where the people are supreme anid 
have no owner but themselves, any policy which proposes to deal with them 
as if they were servants or slaves that somehow have an all-powerful master 
veiled under the forms of government is to be reprobated not only as unjust in 
itself, but a flagrant usurpation, and from every point of view unrepublican 


and un-American. 
Mr.HOLMAN. Thatarticle presentsthe point to which I wish tocall 
attention. 1 do not hesitate to say that in no instance in our history 


where the Government has gone out of the legitimate provirice of gov- 
ernment and sought to promote special interests at the general expense 
by subsidies, no matter in whatever form presented, have the results 
been otherwise than injurious to the country. I concede very cheer- 
fully that in a few instances prior to 1860 the Democratic party de- 
parted in an evil hour from the great principle that underlies its 
political creed, that Federal legislation should be confined strictly to 
the domain of government; but in no instance was any beneficial result 
secured. Nosuch result was secured by thesubsidies given prior to 1858, 
in the vain attempt to extend our shipping, and the system broke down 
in 1859 by its own weight, as then all men saw that this artificial sys- 
tem, however it might enlarge and build up the estates of a portion of 
our people, could not by any possibility operate beneficially to the 
whole country or secure permanent results except in disordering the 
social condition of our people. 

But what has been the history of subsidy in this country. What 
has been the effect of our past legislation, the attempt, through the 
aid of Congress, yielding to the never-ending pressure in favor of spe- 
cial interests, to build up the fortunes of men engaged in some special 
pursuit or occupation? What are the fruits of thissystem? Does any 
gentleman believe it possible that during the last twenty-six years 
such an extraordinary change could have occurred in the material 
condition of our people as that now unhappily displayed if the Gov- 
ernment had confined the exercise of its powers inside the simple realm 
of government? Does any citizen believe that in the absence of this 
policy of subsidy, this employment of the power of the nation to pro- 
mote special interests, the present condition of our country would have 
been reached, the old-time equality in the condition of our people so 
completely changed? ‘The root of the present disorders now eonfront- 
ing the American people is to be found in the policy involved in this 
seemingly unimportant proposition to give $800,000 a year for five 
years to the class of citizens owning and navigating ships. Until the 
policy established by our fathers of a radical departure from the tradi- 
tions of Europe, and its methods of governmentin marking out a new 
policy under which the interests of all men should be alike protected, 
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limiting government to the simple duty of securing the public peace 
and the administration of justice—until this policy was ) 
the future of our Government asa strong and vigorous republic, stronger 
and more vigorous because of the equality of condition among our 
people in material affairs, was absolutely assured. 

But, sir, the policy of subsidy was adopted, and for twenty-six years 
it has controlled affairs. It appeared at an early moment in the 
methods 6f your financial system and the adjustment of your great 
public debt. Men who were able to control your affairs and give color 
to your class legislation could not forbear seizing upon the opening 
opportunities, nor could the men who saw the opportunity. You 
can compute with safety hundreds of millions added to the wealth of 
a favored few of your people and placed as an oppressive weight upon 
the shoulders of labor by the various measures through which your 
legislation passed in adjusting and readjusting your financial system 
and the great debt of the nation. No monarchy in all history presents 
an example of such rapid accumulation of great estates by favorites of 
government. 

Under the argument of opening up the country and the rapid develop- 
ment of its resources you granted imperial subsidies in lands and ex- 
hausted the patrimony of your people; and what, sir, have been their 
fruits? I admit the tendency has been torapid development in wealth, 
in towns, cities, and estates, but has it been that of development 
the American people ought to desire? Is it that order of dev t, 
of general advancement and peaceful and paras homes w. it 
was the interest of your le to secure? the development secured 
by these vast subsidies co: t with the principles of your free insti- 
tutions and the substantial equality of your people? , on the con- 
trary, is it not a departure from hom principles and a development 
of national resources on the methods of the Old World fatal to the 
— of the New? 

y, sir, the imperial estates you have created, the more than baronial 
possessions you have established by your class oe and subsidies 
through yourgreat land grants, p of the public credit, public bonds, 
and financi ods are withoutexample. Canany human fore- 
tell the extent to which those m made in the interest of favored 
classes under the pretense of rapid t of the resources of our 
country, may change the character of our institutions and the destiny 
of the American Republic? 

Congress was to by the skillfal and unscrupulous to open 
up highways of improvement, to better the conditions of labor, as 
though this could be brought about by opening up unbounded oppor- 
tunities for the acquisition of fortunes, The inevitable result came 
remorselessly and steadily; wealth increased in an unexampled de- 
gree, but it was not the wealth that cheers and invigorates labor and 
builds up prosperous and happy homes, but the'wealth of great estates. 
Why, sir, thirty years ago a large private estate was so rare in this 
country as to command special attention. Very few of our people 
were rich and very few of them were poor. Every successive measure 
that looked to the interest of the few instead of the simple duties of 
the Government to the many, to all alike, has created and increased 
estate after estate until changes in the condition of a people greater 
than the human race has ever witnessed has occurred in the Jifetime of 
a single generation. Overgrown fortunes, spent largely in foreign coun- 
tries, with such ostentation as to bring i i 
possible, into disrepute, or at home in princely 
ample of idle display to our people, wi 
part of those whe justly feel that the Government 
order of things exceedingly unfavorable to the 
public peace and the perpetuation of the true spirit of our republican 
institutions. 

Sir, could any gentleman have doubted, in view of the happy condi- 
tion of our country from which this period of lavish subsidy was a de- 
parture, that in departing from the early methods of our Government 
a fatal mistake was being made? Could any doubt have existed that 
the policy adopted by Congress in the series of measures to which I 
have referred would produce overgrown estates on the one hand and hope- 
less poverty and cheerless homes on the other, with masses of our 
not able to keep the wolf from the door or to furnish shelter, food, and 
raiment for their wives and children? No, sir. The history of the 
human race rendered it absolutely certain that these results would 
follow. Who could have doubted 
public peace be disturbed, and Congress 
any gentleman have doubted these would be the natural and legitimate 
results? ‘They were foreseen as results likely to arise if we went back 
to the mechods of monarchies as clearly by the ic eye of the early 
statesmen of this Republic as they are to-day. sought to guard 
against such result, but our generation has failed in the high duty of 
its trust, and for temporary advantage and to promote favorite inter- 
ests have sacrificed the grand hopes of the future. 

You can not go out of the domain of the Government, you can not 
legislate in favor of special interests without up fortunes of 
some and at the same time reducing fortunes of others. If you give 
great occasion, open up great opportunities, as have occurred in our 
generation, a few great estates, a great multitude of 
ple are the inevitable results—great estates, and the 
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cry of labor struggling for relief. High taxation and subsidies to ep. 
rich ial classes are alone responsible for all this. 

Under the old benign policy of our fathers this Government at th, 
end of the present century would have been in the vigor of youth, the 
general equality of its people in the main preserved. As itis now who 
can foretell what will be the condition of the American Republic at the 
end of the present century, with the changed condition of the people. 
the interest of labor oppressed by the overbearing temper of capita). 
with public discontent and the unrest of multitudesof our people fur- 
nishing a pretext for an increased army andanincreased navy? Where 
are these thingstoend? I fear, as certainas cause follows effect, wn)es: 
all this shall be changed and Congress shall undo as far as it can this 
un-American legislation in behalf of specialinterests, unless that rem- 
edy isapplied, and applied speedily, our institutions will encounter gray. 

il. 


Surely Congress will not goon adding to the elements of public in- 
security. 

Is this House therefore, in view of the recent experience 
we have had, to em’ in these attempts at fostering the wealth of 
the few engaged in the ocean carrying trade at the expense of the whole 
people of the country? Are not the estates of some of the beneficiaries 
of this measure already too for the public safety ? 

Sir, I hope that past experience will not be forgotten. I think this 
House at least should not forget the final result of the last subsidy 
grant made by this House on the ever specious pretense of reviving 

. [had occasion to remind the House once before 
umiliating spectacle ever witnessed on this floor, and | 
will not be repeated, was when men coming here with 

confidence of honorable constituencies left this Ha)! 
with shame and dishonor, never to return, and that, too, as 
now t to be rated anew into our 
outgrowth of a system of legislation in 
few by personal importunity are to be pro- 
many. 
of this country, it is due to this House 
that one of the corporations appeal- 
ly came into your lobbies by its accredited 
their hands to corrupt the legislation of Con- 
dishonest means obtain money from your 
ted the Pacific Mail Steamship Com- 
for ten years. In 1872 you passed 
the law granting that powerful corporation a further subsidy of $500,- 
bribery had See BA ee ont say. saenel it. = 
aw and you y re 

Gentlemen, here lies the great veril of this system of subsidies, this 
system of legislation that in its results inevitably makes a few rich and 

- Bad enough that the policy of our period should be to dis- 

ural equality in the material ition of our people by 

operation of law, building up great estates for the few and producing 
corresponding in the many, because, independent of its injus- 
tice, it weakens the ion of our Government; but how much less 
is that evil than that in our great Republic, in the opening of this our 
second century, a policy should be entered upon the natural fruits of 
which are to invite assaults upon the integrity and honor of the Con- 
gress of the United States and the agents of your Government. Can 
any man understand the extent to which the great subsidies already 
granted have affected your public men? How many public men have 
been brought into fearful and perilous temptations by motives un- 
friendly to the Government that employ them! That last experience 
subsidy ion isone I think that ought not to be forgotten. It 
isa h i lesson and ought not to be repeated, at least in our 

The Pacific Mail Steamship Company is here the recipient of most o/ 
the subsidy proposed to be ted, a company which has already ac- 
cumulated enormous not as the outgrowth of enterprise, fru- 
gality, or industry, but the outgrowth of your subsidy legislation; 4 
wealth that has been created by laws at expense of your people, 
things, operating to the dis- 
advantage of the multitude and to the advantage of the few. 

This measure is in the main to still farther enrich the enormous estates 
you have already created. I wish, sir, that a passage from a repor' 
made to this House, which I have marked, may be read from the Clerk's 
desk; and before it is read let me call the attention of the committee 
to a statement made by this same famous document to which | have 
alluded and which was laid upon all our desks to-day—this appea! 0! 
wealth for still greater estates. After referring to the fact that the pre- 
viously small subsidies of.1857 were abandoned in 1859, the statement 
goes on: 

In 1870, by hard pluck, there was built 276,053 tons, and in 1874 a rally to 432,- 
725 tons. 


Snee apein came a breaking of national faith by farther Congressional abro- 
ocean mail contracts, and again the ng of our shipping in obe- 
to foreign whisperings, by way of punishing the individuals wlio )«4 
plundered the small saved. And thus, from , misrep- 
resentation, and ve bungling, in 1880 we built only 157,409 tons. 


I ask your attention to the language “foreign whisperings,’’ and '0 
this connection I ask to have read the passage from the report to which 
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I have before alluded. Let ussee if it is true, as intimated here more | 
than once during this debate, that it was influences from abroad that | 
were inducing members of Congress to refuse to promote the interest | 
of their own ship ing. Let us see whose ‘‘ whisperings’’ suspended | 
the subsidy of $300, a year granted to the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company in 1872. Let us hear the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means of this House. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The investigation of the Committee on Ways and Means was upon the ques- 
tion whether money had been ey Sa by said Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company or ef any person to procure the passage by Congress of the act pro- 
viding for the increased mail service. a 

The testimony shows that Arden B. Stockwell was, by a stock combination, 
elect :d president of the company in November, 1871, with a new board of di- 
rectoys. In December, 1871, he appearsto have revived the purpose entertained 
by former officers of the company of obtaining an appropriation for additional 
service between San Francisco and China, and summoned Richard B. Irwin, 
one of the company’s agents at San Francisco, to New York for consultation. 
Irwin accordingly came to New York in January, 1872, when he was told by Mr. 
Stockwell of h popes to bring the matter again before Congress, and Stock- 
well arranged with him that he should proceed to Washington in chafge of the 
efforts to procure the passage of such an act. This was done prior to my com- 
ee of his purpose to the board of directors or to the executive com- 
mittee. 

it also appears that on the 4th of February, 1872, at a meeting of the execu- 
tive committee of the board of directors the following resolution was adopted 
by that committee, at the request of said Stockwell: 

‘February 14, 1872 


“ 


That the president, in his discretion, is hereby authorized to em- 
ploy counsel and incur such other necessary expense as a be necessary in 
connection with the measures for additional subsidy now pending before Con- 
grams, = * = ” os * * 

My Dear Sim: I inclose checks to my order indorsed to your order for $250,- 
000, $100,000, $110,000, and $40,000, which are placed in your hands to be used in 
payment of your service in case of the and approval by the President 
of the billor amendment providing for the increase of our China mail service to 
semi-monthly trips with a subsidy of $500,000 a year for ten years, said compen- 
sation to be reduced pro rata in the event of a reduction of the amount appro- 
priated as above. None of these checks tobe used by you but all to be returned 
to me in the event of failure, excepting ouly the last-named ($40,000) all or any 
portion of which you may apply if actually required for your necessary expenses 
and for counsel fees. 

Very respectfully yours, 
A. B. STOCKWELL. 

Ricwarp B. Irwry, Esq. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Stockwell was the president of the company. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


These were either the personal checks of Stockwell or checks belonging to 
him, not the checks of the company. 

Irwin claimed that under the arrangement made by Mr. Stockwell with him, 
instead of the sum of $250,000 named im the preceding letter he was to have 
$500,000, and so stated to Stockwell in reply to that letter. To this communica- 
tion of Irwin, Stockwell replied under date of May 4, 1872. 

DEAR Sir: Yours of the 3d to hand. We are much encouraged by the result 
of y were it not for the demands of to-day. When we were defeated 
in “House” you sic to me there was some good to come of it; that if we 
«id get our bill *twould cost less. I don’t think it wise for the company to give 
their checks in this matter. Notwithstanding, I now jnclose the four checks 
for $100,000 each as you desire; but if they must be used, I would prefer my 
checks to be substituted for these; but, as I say above,I send them because I 

want to do everything to insure success. Of course you will return me my 
checks for $250,000 peovionsty sent to you. 


r A 3%s KWE 
te ae A. BUSTOCKWELL. 
Mr. HOLMAN. That is the letter of the president of the board of 
directors of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, the president of the 
very company which has been appealing to you hy a paper laid on your 
desks this morning denying that any improper influences are in use to 
a ee of this amendment appropriating this subsidy of 
$800, same company which, according to the report in the hands 
of the Clerk at your desk, expended $900,000 to corrupt Congress. The 
following words in the conclusion of the report made to the House on 
the 20th day of February, 1873, only thirteen years ago, by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, show the extent by this extraordinary ex- 
penditure of this corporation to influence the action of Congress. 


The results of the evidence are that about $900,000 was disbursed upon the 
allegation it was used in aid of the passage of the act now under investi- 


i 


Mr. McMILLIN. What was the date of that? 

Mr. HOLMAN. It was February 20,1873. The company which ex- 
pended that ,000 and carried, on the 2d of June, 1872, that subsidy 
of $500,000 for ten ycars Sovep. that same company now comes be- 
fore you and tells you that no ver ws influences are being used to 
secure the pending subsidy. I do not believe that corrupt corporation 
can reach any member of this House. I hasten indeed to say that I 
do not believe that the Pacific Mail Steamship Company could by all 
of itsenormous wealth, the foundation of which was laid by a Congres- 
sional subsidy, reach any member of this House. 

But the fact oe it has done so in anes years, that it spent its cor- 

money to dishonor Congress and our country—for that very 
seligitione ches the president of the company regarded Congress as in 
the market and legislation as something to be bought, is too manifest 
to be called in question—makes me shudder at the thought that the 
same powerful corporation can again appear by its agents in your lobbies 
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demanding a gratuity out of the hard earnings of our people hoarded 
in your Treasury. This very corporation is a direct outgrowth of your 
subsidy system in the grant of bonds and lands you made to the Union 
Pacific Railway Company, in which you created private fortunes almost 
unexampled in the history of mankind. 

Bat, gentlemen, have you considered that in gonnection with this ques- 
tion of subsidy the question of taxation necessarily connected with it 
is of the highest moment. The current expenses of this Government 
confined to the simple objects and just purposes of Government would 
be enormously below the present rate of expenditure. Direct subsidy 
in various forms has swollen the expenditure to the present enormous 
proportions. Have you considered, gentlemen, that taxation itself is 
one of the most powerfal centralizers of wealth ever devised by men 
who wish to live off of the labor of other men’? You draw from the 
labor of the people annually $325,000,000, a sum more than equal to 
one-fifth of the entire currency of thecountry. You know that at least 
a part of this $325,000,000—this enormous wealth—is annually crys- 
tallized into more than comfortable estates and in instances into 
great fortunes somewhere. It never goes back to the great mass of 
our people who pay it into the Treasury through the countless chan- 
nels of customs, taxes, and internal-revenue taxation. It never goes 
back to them. This $325,000,000 is an enormous body of wealth 
drawn annually from the industries of the people. Its exactions are 
felt in every home and at every fireside in the crimping of the com- 
forts of home, shelter, and food. It is drawn from the whole people, 
and yet less than half a million, perhaps a greatly less number of 
our people, receive back any portion of this vast sum of money in any 
shape or form, and yet this goes on every year. With a taxation on 
labor unexampled in a time of peace, with a consciousness that our 
wealth in lands has. been substantially exhausted by imperial grants 
to the favorites of Congress, that the enormous body of wealth, near 
$100,000,000, has been given directly to the gentlemen who have in- 
geniously managed the Union Pacific Railwaysystem and unnumbered 
other subsidies, is it surprising that at this early moment Congress is 
appealed to for relief; that bills are pending to repeal the enormous 
land grants so far as it can be done; that efforts are made to compel 
the Union Pacific to disgorge the sums of money it has dishonestly 
withheld; that unrest and discontent fill the Jand with disorder? No, 
sir; this is the natural result of subsidy. 

I admit again that the last twenty-six years have witnessed an un- 
exampled growth of the wealth of this country, but the form of its de- 
velopment has thrown us back to the wretched social system of the Old 
World, from which our fathers thought they had forever escaped. Pal- 
aces and huts, the luxury and arrogance of wealth, the wretchedness of 
poverty! English, Scotch, and German landlordism in America with 
great landed estates and impoverished and dependent American tenants! 
Such are the fruits of subsidy. Such was the result of subsidy in the 
Old World in giving strength to monarchy by the centralization of 
wealth. Such is, has been, and will be in the New, and such are its 
results in ourcountry up tothis hour. Subsidy in the nature of things 
centralizes wealth. Thestrength of monarchy is incentralized wealth; 
the strength of a republic is in the diffusion of the wealth of the nation 
among the whole people, and yet men of ample fortunes are here de- 
manding subsidies from your Treasury ! 

I protest against this presumption of wealth. I protest against a sys- 
tem of legislatiom which imperils the integrity of Congress and invites 
unlawful and corrupt agencies. I protest against legislation fur the 
benefit of the few at the expense of labor. I protest against this whole 
system of subsidy, which in all ages has only created great estates and 
filled the land with poverty. And I plead for that earlier and better 
system which secured to all men the equal protection of law and equal 
and exact justice to all, ‘* protecting all, granting favors to none.’’ 

[Here the hammer gen.J 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to say that I shall press as rapidly as I can 
to-morrow the consideration of these amendments. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I ask permission to extend my remarks in the 
RECORD. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. HAMMOND reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union having had under consideration the amend- 
ments of the Sernf’te to the bill (H. R. 5887) making appropriation for 
the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1887, had come to no resolution thereon. 


LEAVE TO PRINT. 


Mr. BLOUNT. I ask unanimous consent that gentlemen who desire 
to do so may have leave to print their remarks on these amendments 
in the Recorp. 
There was no objection. 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION. 
Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that the 
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committee had examined and found duly enrolled a joint resolution of 
the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 79) for the relief of William L. Dunlap, 
trustee. 





CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Virginia [Mr, Wisk], who was 
not present when the Committee on Naval Affairs was called, desires to 
present a report. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WISE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported back the 

joint resolution (H. Res. 54) to credit Lieuts. Giles B. Harber and Will- 
jam H. Schuetze with sea duty and sea-pay while engaged in the search 
for Lieutenant Chipp and party, and also for the time employed in 
bringing home the remains of Lieutenant-Commander De Long and 
party; and moved that the committee be di from the further 
consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Expenditures in the Navy Department. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MATSON. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 0’clock and 59 min- 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows:, 

By Mr. BARNES: Papers relating to the claim of William Gibson, 
administrator of Sterling Gibson, of Warrenton, Ga.—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims. 

Also, petition of William Gibson, administrator of Dr. Sterling Gib- 
son, asking that his war claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. BUCK: Petition of Sara T. Kinny, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
Henrietta Silliman Dana, Mary A. Cooke, Anna W. Riddle, and Mary 
M. Vermilye, officers of the Indian Association of Connecticut, for the 
passage of the Dawes bill providing for the allotment of lands in sev- 
eralty to the Indians; also ieeedinn the bill for the relief of the Mission 
Indians of California—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. J. M. CAMPBELL: Petition of Grange No. 734, of Pennsyl- 
vania, asking for legislation to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all 
imitation dairy products—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CONGER: Petition of citizens of Adair County, Iowa, for a 
special act increasing the pension of Briggs Alden, a soldier of the war 
of 1812—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. CRAIN: Petition of citizens of Duval County, Texas, pray- 
ing for the re-establishment of the duty of 1867 on wool—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CUTCHEON: Petition of ex-Union soldiers of Charlevoix 
County, Michigan, praying for additional pension legislation—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DUNHAM: Resolutions of the Board of Trade of Chicago, urg- 
ing the passage of Senate bill 1877, favoring the immediate-transporta- 
tion act—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, resolutions of the Commercial Exchange of Chicago, against 
House bill 8328, proposing a tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

By Mr. DUNN: Petition of Mrs, M. C. Tatum, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. HIRES: Petition of State Grange No. 81, of New Jersey, 
for the suppression of the manufacture and sale of all imitation dairy 
products—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of same, protesting against any tariff discrimination 
against agricultural raw material—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. J. T. JOHNSTON: Petition of W. H. Porter and 155 others, 
soldiers and citizens, asking for the passage of House bill 3320, grant- 
ing a pension to all Union_soldiers, and for other purposes—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCOMAS: Petition of Eliza S. Jones, widow of John C. 
Jones, deceased, and of Robert C. Jones, and other children and heirs 
at law of said John C. Jones, for compensation for property taken and 
destroyed by the British forces in Charles County, Maryland, during 
the year 1814—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. McKINLEY: Petition of George Rex, president board of 
health of Canton, Ohio, and others, for the maintenance of the National 
Board of Health in order that further efforts may be made relative to 
the prevention of epidemics in this country—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. RIGGS: Protestof R. H. Gavin cutee, ees ee 
town, IIl., against a low draw-bridge across the Mississippi below 
mouth of the Missouri River—to the same committee. 

Also, petition of Louis L. Roberts and others, of Kane, IIl., for taxa- 
tion of oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: Papers relating to the claim of Dr. J. Burn- 


By Mr. SPOONER: Petitions of the Womans’ Indian 
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of Rhode Island, and of the Womans’ Indian Association of Newport, 
Rt. L., for the passage of Senate bills Nos. 53 and 54—to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. STAHLNECKER: Reply of Robert M. Littler, secretary of 
the National Butter, Cheese, and Egg Association, to the Board of 
Trade of Chicago on the bogus-butter question—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. CHARLES STEWART: Petition of citizens of Harris and 
other counties in Texas, asking an appropriation to be expended in 
transporting colozed citizens to Liberia—to the Committee on Appro- 

riations. 
F By Mr. STORM: Petition of the Produce Exchange of Toledo, Ohio, 
against taxing oleomargarine and butterine—to the Committee on Av 
riculture. 

Also, petition of J. G. Zern, A. J. Darling, and 60 others, citizens of 
Carbon County, Pennsylvania, in favor of redeeming the trade-dollar— 
to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. SWOPE: Petition of numerous citizens of Willsburg, Pa 
for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. TAULBEE: Petition of citizens of Knox County, Kentucky, 
asking a pension for Lieut. William B. Eva, late Company H, Forty- 
ninth Kentucky Infantry Volunteers—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 


By Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. Laura 
Stovall—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WAKEFIELD: Petition of 241 citizens of Minnesota, praying 
for the action of Congress in reference to lands claimed to have been im- 
properly certified to the State of Minnesota for the benefit of certain 
railroad companies—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

* By Mr. T. B. WARD: Petition of 100 citizens of Madison County, 
Indiana, asking that all soldiers and sailors who served in the Federal 
Army sixty days in the war for the Union be pensioned—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WISE: Papersrelating to the claim of Mrs. Sally Hardmann— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

The following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, were presented, and severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on lture: 

' By Mr. ROUT: Of the Solebury Farmers’ Club, of Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. . 

By Mr. HILL: Of citizens of Atwater, of Portage, of Round Bot- 
tom, of Wooster, of Bloomville, and of Hartford, Ohio. 

By Mr. PRICE: Memorial of William Ulrich and 14 others, of Foun- 
The Stllowi oan tipns, praying Congress for the enactment of a] 

T ing pra of alaw 
requiring scien in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from @he national Treasury, were presented, and severally 
wana to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. WORTHINGTON: Of citizens of Peoria County, Lllinois. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, May 20, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. COKE. When in the consideration of the pension bill passe: 
yest the amendment of the Senator from South Carolina [ Mr. 
BUTLER the soldiers of the Mexican war was voted on, that 
is, when motion to lay the. amendment on the table was voted on, 
I was absent from the Senate, at the Commerce Committee room with 

that committee at work on the river and harbor bill, 
by permission of the Senate. I am marked in the Recor as an a- 
sentee, when in fact I was paired with the Senator from New York [ Mr. 
EvARTs]. an een Sorne S Bante Dave voted against laying the 
that fact to appear of record. 

I desire to state further that my colleague [Mr. MAXEY], who was 
also absent on official business, who is marked here as an absentee and 
ate Sento Sy eres on this vote, was paired with the Senator 
from (Mr. Dawes]. If my colleague had been here, hie 
preg k he gg as I would have done, against the motion to table 

“the PRESIDENT The Chair is advised that both 

The pro tempore. i t pairs 
were announced. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a letter from the governor 

Ohio, transmitting a copy of the resolutions of the house of represent- 
atives of Ohio in respect to the election of Hon. HENRY B. PAYNE 








1886. 





a Senator from that State; which, with the accompanying paper, was 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. VEST presented a resolution of the Board of Trade of Kansas 
City, Mo., remonstrating against the passage of the bill imposing a tax 
on oleomargarine and butterine; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. PLATT presented a petition of citizens of Wilton, Fairfield 
County, Connecticut, praying for the passage of a bill providing that 
imitation butter shall be sold under its true name; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He aiso presented a petition of ex-prisoners of war, citizens of Hart- 
ford, Conn., praying for the passage of the bill pending i in the House 
of Representatives to pension ex-prisoners of war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BROWN. I present the report of the grand jury of the United 
States court in Savannah, made to the court at the termination of their 
labors, in which they call attention to the condition of the present 
court-house. It is located upon the most important business street in 
the city, which is paved with cobble-stone, and the numerous wagons 
and carriages and vehicles of all sorts which pass over it, as the grand 
jury state and as the judge states in a letter accompanying the pre- 
sentment, make it almost impossible many times (and I know from 
having once practiced in the court there that it is true) to hear either 
the witnesses or the remarks of counsel. The House of Representa- 
tives having passed a bill making an appropriation for a new building 
at that place, this is intended as an expression of the grand jury, in- 
dorsed by the judge, as to the great necessity for the passage of the bill. 
I move the reference of the papers to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the petition of T. R. Foster and 25 other 
citizens of Berlin, Vt., and some other towns, praying for legislation 
to repress the manufacture and sale of fraudulent butter. I move that 
the petition be referred to the Committee on Agriculture and For- 


The motion was to. 

Mr. BLAIR. I present the petition of Albert D. Spalter, of Rumney 
Depot, N. H., in which he prays for remuneration on account of serv- 
ices rendered the Government by his maternal grandfather, Lieut. 
Moses Child, during the French and Indian and Revolutionary wars. I 
move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


The motion was to. 

Mr. CALL. I present the petition of Charles B. Pendleton, a senator 
from the twenty-fourth senatorial district of Florida, and F. Figueredo, 
a member of the assembly of Florida, in which they assert that Mr. 
Cirillo Pouble, formerly a resident of Key West and more lately of New 
York, and to them well known, was arrested in the city of Havana, 
Cuba, in December, 1884, and since then has been confined in prison 
by the Spanish authorities of that island for some so-called political 
offense. 


They further show that Mr. Civile Pouble in May of 1882 declared 
his intention to become a citizen of the United States, which is a matter 
of record in the clerk’s office at Key West, and which has been ex- 
amined and attested by them. 

They farther show that Mr. Pouble is held for publications which 
were made in this country, and while a resident of it, and if an offense 
was there committed he is amenable to our laws. In the cause of hu- 
manity, common justice, and the honor of our country they respectfully 
ask that his immediate release and return to this country be demanded, 
ae for such other action as may best comport with the dignity of 

is coun 

I move reference of the petition to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, with the request that it may have immediate consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. MANDERSON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 5401) making appropriations for additional 
barracks at the Southern, Northwestern, and Western branches of the 
National ~ pad for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, reported it without 
at and submitted a report thereon. 

from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
tasnedd following bills, reported them severally without amendment, 
and a reports thereon: 


bill (S. 2427) for the relief of the legal representatives of Eliza M. 


granting a pension to Sa 1 Miller; d 
ee 


ain 
EEZZEEEE"£ 
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Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 5154) granting a pension to Margaret A. Poland, 
reported it with amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Arizona, in favor of the appointment of a fourth United States judge 
and an increase of compensation to judges, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration, and that the prayer of the petitioners be de- 
nied; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2281) granting to railroads the right of way through 
the Indian reservation in Northern Montana, reported it with amend- 
ments. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the biil (S. 
1799) for the removal of the Eastern Cherokee Indians to the Indian 
Territory, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2377) to authorize the United States district court 
for the northern district of California to proceed in the case of the ex- 
ecutors and heirs of Augustine de Yturbide, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims; which was agreed to. 





- ee 


CHEYENNE AND NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 


Mr. MANDERSON. I am directed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2222) to authorize the Chey- 


enne and Northern Railway Company to build its road across the Fort 
Russell and Fort Laramie military reservations, to report it favorably 
with amendments. 

I will say that this bill has not only the unanimous approval of the 
committee but also the approval of the Secretary of War, and as the 
road is to be constructed this year, I ask that the bill be now consid- 
ered. I do not think there can be any possible objection to it. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MANDERSON. There are two amendments proposed by the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendments will be stated. 

The Curter CLERK. In line 7, after the word “‘line,’’ the commit- 
tee report to insert the words ‘‘and subject to such regulations;’’ 
as to read: 

That the Cheyenne and Northern Railway Company, a corporation created 
and organized under the laws of the Territory of Wyoming, is hereby author- 
ized to build its road across the Fort Russell and Fort Laramie military reser- 


vations, upon such a line and subject to such regulations as may be approved 
by the Secretary of War. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment reported by the Committee on Military Affairs 
was to add to the bill: 


And shall be subject to such change or removal as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of War 

Mr. MORRILL. I suggest to the Senator in charge of the bill that 
the amendment should be amended by adding ‘‘at the expense of the 
railway company.”’ 

Mr. MANDERSON. I have no objection to that amendment. I 
adopt the suggestion of the Senator from Vermont, that any change or- 
dered by the Secretary of War shall be made at the expense of the rail- 
way company. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be reported. 

The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to add to the amendment “‘at 
the expense of the railway company;’’ so as to read: 

Provided, That such right of way shall not exceed 100 feet in width, and shall 
be subject to such change or removal as may be prescribed by the Secretary of 
War, at the expense of the railway company. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now let us hear the bill as amended read. 
very short. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill as amended, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Cheyenne and Northern Railway Company, a cor- 
—— created and organized under the laws of the Territory of Wyoming, is 

reby authorized to build its road across the Fort Russell and Fort Laramie 
military reservations, upon such a line and subject to such restrictions as may 
be approved by the Secretary of War: Provided, Thatsuch right of way shall not 


exceed 100 feet in width, and shall be subject to such change or removal as may 
be prescribed by the Secretary of War, at the expense of the railway company. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to add what Iam sure there will be no ob- 
jection to, that which ought to be added in all these granting bills: 

That if the rjghts hereby conferred shall not be exercised and the road built 
within three years next after the passage of this act, all the rights and authority 
hereby granted shall absolutely cease and determine. 

Mr. MANDERSON. I have certainly no objection to that. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We ought to have that in every one of these 
bills. 

Mr. MANDERSON. Itis a railroad bill, and I have guarded it 

very carefully with all the restrictions possible, and certainly I have 
no objection to that amendment. 


sO 


The amendment to the amendment 


It is 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 
The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to add as a new section: 


Snc. 2. That if the rights hereby conferred shall not be exercised and the 
road Huilt within three years next after the passage of this act, all the rights 
and authority hereby granted shall absolutely cease and determine. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had signed the follow- 
ing enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they were thereupon signed 
by the President pro tempore: 

A bill (H. It. 570) for the relief of E. P. Thompson; 

A bill (H. R. 6391) to authorize the Kansas City, Fort Scott and 
Gulf Railway Company to constract and operate a railway through the 
Indian Territory, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 7207) making appropriation to supply deficiency in 
amount required for expenditure to June 30, 1886, for examination and 
surveys required by acts of March 3, 1875, and June 19, 1878, to as- 
certain depth of water and width of channel at South Pass of Missis- 
sippi River; and 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 79) for the relief of William L. Dunlop, 
trustee. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BLAIR introduced a bill (S. 2482) to restore pensions in certain 
cases; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. INGALLS introduced a bill (S. 2483) to grant to the trustees of 
the German Lutheran Trinity congregation, of Washington, D. C., the 
right to sell a portion of their cemetery lands; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. EDMUNDS introduced a bill (8S. 2484) appropriating $25,000 in 
aid of a volunteer disabled soldiers’ hc®ae in Vermont; which was read 
the first time by its title. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the bill be read the second time and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, which I suppose is the 
proper committee, and I hope that committee will give it early atten- 
tion. 

The bill was read the second time, and referred to the Committce on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. McPHERSON introduced the following bills; which were sev- 
erally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions: 

A bill (S. 2485) granting a pension to Robert Boyd; 

A bill (S. 2486) granting a pension to John Spruce; 

A bill (S. 2487) granting a pension to Andrew Mucklin; and 

A bill (S. 2488) granting a pension to John B. Fuller. 

Mr. PLUMB introduced a bill (S. 2489) for the relief of Thomas Ge- 
hagan; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2490) granting an increase of pension to 
George H. Bethord; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2491) granting a pension to George W. 
Schell; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (8. 2492) granting a pension to Samuel Wil- 
son, father of Samuel Wilson, deceased; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2493) granting a pension to John Harris; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2494) graniinga pension to Nelson Ma- 
son; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (8. 2495) granting a pension to William De- 
moss; which was read twice by its title, , With the accompanying 
petition, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MORGAN introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 65) authorizing 
the Secretary of War to receive forinstraction at the Military Academy 
at West Point Carlos H. L. Mo of Brazil, South America; which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, , 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. BROWN and Mr. McCPHERSON submitted amendments intended 
to be proposed by them severally to the river and harbor appropriation 
bill; which were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. HOAR submitted an amendmentintended Se ee prep him 
to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was to the Com- 
mittee on the Library, and ordered to be printed. 
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ARKANSAS JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. If there be no ‘‘ concurrent or other 
rosolutions’’ the Calendar is now in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. I wish to atk the unanimous leave of the 
Senate to take up a bill of local importance in my State. It simply 
transfers three counties from the Federal judicial district in which I 
live to another Federal judicial district to save the inconvenience of 
parties litigant and witnesses traveling 160 or 200 miles farther than 
it is necessary to travel. The bill will not require the attention of the 
Senate above two or three minutes. It is Calender No, 1143, House 
bill 5910. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Arkansas asks the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 5910) to detach the counties of Howard, Little River, and 
Sevier from the western and add them to the eastern district of Ar- 
kansas. Is thereobjection? The Chair hears none; and the bill is be- 
fore the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, and will be read at 
length. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. Since the bill was reported it has occurred to the 
committee that an amendment will be necessary to it so far as pending 
causes are concerned. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And crimes. 

Mr. INGALLS. Yes; old offenses. I ask the Chief Clerk to report 
the amendment which I have previously submitted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The amendment is not with the bill 
at the desk. 

Mr. INGALLS. I gave the clerks a paper which was to be filed 
with the bill. 

Mr. FRYE. Has not the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. WALTHALL] 
the exact language in another bill relating to the districts in his State’ 

Mr. WALTHALL. Yes; the amendment with reference to old of- 
fenses. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. I send the amendment which the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi has in his possession to the desk. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the amendment be read. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to add to the bill: 

And all prosecutions for crimes and offenses heretofore committed against 
the oe States shall be commenced and prosecuted asif this act had not been 
passed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It should read ‘‘commenced, prosecuted, and de- 
termined.”’. Put in the words ‘‘ and determined.’’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read as 
modified. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


And all prosecutions for crimes and offenses heretofore committed against 
the United States shail be commenced, prosecuted, and determined as if this 
act had not been passed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That will notdo. Itshould be confined to crimes 
and offenses committed in the three counties named. As it is now it 
is altogether too large. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. Yes; it should apply te the three counties 
of Howard, Little River, and Sevier. 

Mr. INGALLS. I prepared an amendment and gave it to the clerks 
to file with the bill, and it should appear somewhere among the papers. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment does not seem to be 
among the papers now. If the bill lies over temporarily the clerks 
will probably find it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We can fix it in a moment. 

Mr. CONGER. If this bill is laid over temporarily I ask, what I 
have been ling for some weeks to get, consent to consider a bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator from Michigan suspend for a 
moment until we can finish the bill of my friend from Arkansas? I 
have an amendment now prepared which I think will answer the pur- 
pose. I move to amend the bill by adding after section 2, as section 3, 
and so changing the number of the Jast section: 

Sec. 3. All crimes and offenses heretofore committed within said western dis- 
trict shall be proseeuted, tried, and determined in the same manner and with 
the same effect as if this act had not been passed. 

I think that will do. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


THE BARGE MICHIGAN. 

Mr. CONGER. I now ask the consent of the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. 4968) to authorize and direct the 
istry and enrollment of the barge Michigan, of Al Mich. 

hoagie. consent, the bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. ; 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 
RECOMMITTAL OF A BILL. 
Mr. DAWES. I move that Order of Business 1096, being the bill 
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(S, 2066) touching the grade of commander in the Navy, and to correct 

an error in relation to an appointment therein, be recommitted to the 

Committee on Naval Affairs. -I have the consent of the Senator who 

reported the bill adversely (Mr. BuTLER] to move its recommittal. 
The motion was agreed to. . 


MISSISSIPPI JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. The Calendar will now be proceeded 
with. The first bill on the Calendar is the bill (S. 121) to authorize 
the construction of a bridge across the Staten Island Sound, knownas 
Arthur Kill, and to establish the same as a post-road, on which the 
Senator frem New Jersey [Mr. McPHErson] has the floor. 

Mr. WALTHALL. Will the Senator from New Jersey yield to me 
to call up @ local bill, which can be disposed of without debate? 

Mr. McPHERSON. I should be very glad to yield, but I do not 
know that I have any right toyield the flooron a bill which is incharge 
of another Senator. 

Mr. WALTHALL. If the Senator will yield it will take no time. 
I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the consider- 
ation of the bill (S. 2152) to amend chapter 218 of the acts of the first 
session of the Forty-seventh Congress, approved June 15, 1882. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on the Judiciary with an 
amendment, to add to the bill: 


And all prosecutions for crimes and offenses heretofore committed against the 
United States shall be commenced and prosecuted asif this act had not been 


So as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the county of Attala, in the northern judicial district of 
the State of ae. hereby transferred from the western to the eastern 
division of said ict; and all prosecutions for crimes and offenses heretofore 
committed against the ‘United States shall be commenced and prosecuted as if 
this act had not been passed. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not correct in form, and I move, if there 
be no objection, to insert in lieu of that amendment precisely the words 
which we have inserted in the Arkansas bill, which I am sure will cover 


it. 

Mr. WALTHALL. I will state to the Senator that the amendment 
just was made to the bill by the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes; but unhappily, by some accident in transcrib- 
ing, it is not in the form which was agreed upon in the committee. 

Mr.WALTHALL. The amendment suggested by the Senator from 
Vermont will be acceptable to me. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the amend- 
ment as reported from the Committee on the Judiciary will be with- 
drawn and the amendment as heretofore proposed by the Senator from 
Vermont will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

And all crimesand offenses heretofore committed within said western division 


of said district shall be prosecuted, tried, and determined in the same 
manner and with the same effect as if this act had not been passed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 
STATEN ISLAND BRIDGE. 


The PRESIDENT a tempore. The first-bill on the Calendar will 
now be with. 

The as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the (8. 121) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Staten oo ere known as Arthur Kill, and to establish the 
same asa post- pending question being on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. MCPHERSON as a substitute. 

Mr. McPHERSON. When I yielded the floor yesterday I was pro- 
ceeding to speak of the policy which had been pursued touching the 
proposed construction of a bridge across the Detroit River. It will be 
remembered that certain officers of the Corps of Engineers of the United 
States Army, asin the present case, had reported favorably upon the prac- 
ticability of bridging that stream consistently with the interests of navi- 
gation. It will be further remembered that in this case but one engi- 
neer officer has made such a report. In the case of the Detroit River 
ee think there had been three distinct and separate reports favor- 
ing the construction of abridge. This would probably have been done, 
and the immense commerce of that great water way would have been 
permanently impaired, had it not been for the timely action of Congress, 
as found in the appropriation bill for rivers and harbors, approved 
oo 3, 1873, in which a provision was inserted, which reads as fol- 

WS: 


That the Secretary of Waris hereby authorized and required to detail from the 
) Corps one or more engin whose duty it shall be to inquire into 
ty of ng, consistently with the interests of 
Lake Heron and Lake , at such points as 
ful for the passing of trains across said channel, and also 
 dipey cageoe Aged ned and further, to inquire into the num- 
of vessels navigating said channel, and the number of 


r each; if said bridging be practicable, to report what extent of 
Sguaer tee ed chevabiononons She water will be required in the construc- 
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tion of such bridge or bridges, so as not seriously to injure the navigation of 
said channel. 


I send to the desk of the Secretary, andask to have read, asmall part 
of that report, which will be found on page 599 of the report of the 
engineers for the year 1874, included within the lines I have marked. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Secretary will read as indicated. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


The different railway crossings of the river have now been considered. Two 
bridges only are at present desired, namely, at Detroit and at Stony Island. As 
the road crossing at the latter point has but just been opened, we have no data 
for the amount of freight it will take over. From Messrs. Bissell and Hackett’s 
statement, the amount of freight which would pass through a bridge at Detroitis 
about 9,000,000 of tons per annum, while from the Great Western Railway Com- 
pany’s statement the whole amount of freight crossed at Detroit in 1872 was 
less than one-tenth that amount. But what makes a bridge necessary to the 
railroads is the winter ice, as during the summer freight can be crossed about 
as cheaply by ferry as by a bridge, when interest on the cost of the latter and 
maintenance are considered. 

Hence, supposing one-third of the railway freight to be crossed during the 
winter months, it will be seen,in the case of a bridge, that 9,000,000 of tons of 
freight is asked to yield its interests for the benefit of one-thirtieth of that amount. 
This ratio will become larger when the Canada Southern road is in full opera- 
tion, but it must always be small. 

But, aside from the relative amounts of freight whose interests are in opposi- 
tion, there is a wide difference between the rates of transportation between 
points connected both by water and by rail. 

From Chicago to Buffalo, during the season of navigation, there is the freest 
competition. The vessels engaged in freighting are of the most varied kind, 
their owners and managers are widely scattered, and almost as numerous asthe 
vessels ; and, when the rates of freight become high enough to make carrying 
a little more profitable, any man with a few thousand dollars can build a vessel 
and compete with the others, 

A combination of any serious extentand long continuation becomes then im- 
possible. 

Among the railroad lines between Chicago and Buffalo, which are few in num- 
ber, combinations to fix the rates of freightare easily formed. If the rates are 
too high, the fact that, to enter into competition with these, a capital of many 
millions of dollars is required, practically destroys such competition as would 
fix and keep the rates at the lowest practicable point. 

The results of unlimited competition and water transportation on one hand, 
and of no competition and rail transportation on the other,are shown in the 
rates on grain from Chicago to Buffalo by water, in 1872, which varied, accord- 
ing to Messrs. Bissell and Hackett’s statement, from 1.66 mills per ton per mile 
to 3.53 mills per ton per mile: averaging 2.74 mills,or about 12 cents per hun- 
dred pounds from Chicago to Buffalo, while the rail rates by Blue Line were in 
October, 1872, 35 cents,and in May and September, 1875,30 cents, In 1871 these 
rates varied from 22} cents in summer to 35 cents in winter. 

The earningson through freight of the Michigan Central Railroad are given in 
Table XVII, and in 1872 they average 12.80 mills per ton per mile. 

The most pressing want of the whole Northwest is cheap transportation to the 
East,and no steps should be taken which can interfere with the main channel 
by which that transportation is secured. If we consider the magnitude of the 
freights which pass through the Detroit River as compared with those which in 
winter need a bridge to cross it, or if we compare the rates by which freight is 
carried between points like Chicagoand Buffalo, common to the two routes, the 
immense importance of the preservation of the water way unimpaired stands 
clearly forth. Bridges “ae be of an additional value to the railroads on ac- 
count of the quicker time its passengers could make. This consideration is, 
however, of minor importance to the country at large,and especially to the 
Northwest, which demands, not the quickest passenger transit to New York 
across the Detroit River, but the cheapest frieghts on grain. 


Mr. MCPHERSON. I need not detail to the Senate the imperative 
necessity which seemed to exist to accommodate the great railroad lines 
engaged in interstate commerce, and the great expense entailed on said 
lines, especially during the winter season, in crossing freight and pas- 
sengers. The cost during ice season was estimated as high as 20 cents 
per ton on freight by some of the railroad managers. Notwithstanding 
this obstruction to the railroads during the winter season the Secretary 
of War, wisely and prudently, appointed a board of engineers, five in 
number, to carry into effect the provisions of act of March 3,1873. And 
notwithstanding the railroad companies proposed to compromise upon a 
bridge which would be available for their use four months in the year, 
and whose use would be denied them during the navigation season, or 
eight months in the year, the able board of officers to whom it was re- 
ferred reported against a bridge and in favor of a tunnel. 

I will now read the conclusions of the board, which will be found on 
page 603 of the same volume. 


Second. That no bridge giving passage to vessels, by draws alone, with draw- 
spans at present practicable, cau be permitted without serious injury to naviga- 
tion. 


* * = a * * * 


Fourth, For the reasons heretofore given, although the question has not been 
directly referred to it, the board deem the crossing of the river by tunnels the only 
unobjectionable method; and from all the information they have obtained, 
think a tunnel at Detroit or Stony Island is by no means impracticable, at a cost 
not so great as to debar its construction. 


The bridge was denied and a tunnel was recommended; atunnel was 
commenced to be built, but they have not proceeded to the extent of 
completing it. 

I only cite this case to show that after three engineer officers of like 
rank with Major Gillespie had reported in favor of bridging the Detroit 
River, the Secretary of War under an act of Congress appointed a board 
of engineers of the most competent men in the Engineer Corps of the 
Army, and they decided against the construction of a bridge across that 
river for the reasons so very elaborately stated which appear in the re- 
port. 

Again, Mr. President, the act of June 23, 1866, making appropriations 
for rivers and harbors contained the following section: 


For examining and reporting upon the subject of constructing railroad bridges 
across the Mississippi River between Saint Paul, in Minnesota, and Saint Louis, 
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in Missouri, upon such plans as will offer the least impediment to the naviga- 
tion of the river. 

The Secretary of War organized a board of engineers under that dis- 
tinguished engineer officer General Warren. They examined into all 
of the proposed bridges, built and to be built, to wit, at Quincy, at Du- 
bugue, at Saint Paul, at Hastings, at Winona, at La Crosse, at Prairie 
du Chien, at Clinton, the new Rock Island bridge, and the Burlington 
railway bridge, the Hannibal railway bridge, and the Louisiana railway 
bridge. 

The beard makes very claborate reports in each case, which I com- 
mend to the consideration of the Senate, but will not take the time of 
the Senate toread. I will, however, read a few words from the gencral 
conclusions reached by the board as found on page 15, report of 1878, 
which reads as follows: 

Not counting draw-bridges authorized but not built, those now in existence 
have more than reached the limits of aggregate obstruction to navigation that 
can be borne without suffering great loss. Such b “ accommodate” the 
railroads, but the delays they occasion to vessels at nights and during winds 
which do not interfere with the eo of other pas = the river, prevent 
all regularity in the running of steam ts, and destroy the systematic arrange- 


ments for loading and unloading freights, upon which quasaiell and profit- 
able manage ment depends. 
a 





2 * me * 

The conclusion then (which the whole of this investigation and report sus- 
tains) is, that high bridges with wide spans are the only kind that will with 
certainty * ‘accommodate the railroads, and at the same time preserve the navi- 
gation.”’ 

Now, Mr. President, the reports that I have read impel me to the 
conclusion that the Senate can not with safety to all interests con- 
cerned, and especially to the great interests of navigation on this stream, 
consent that it be bridged as provided in this bill, A tannel may be 
built at very little cost and under more favorable conditions as to ap- 
proaches, depth, and foundation of the stream than can be found else- 
where in the world. Ifatunnel were properly constructed the passage 
of the trains could not interfere with the commerce of the stream, nor 
could the commerce of the stream interfere with or delay the 
of the trains. For myself, I am not willing to sacrifice this great pub- 
lic interest at the demand of a single railroad or any number of rail- 
roads. 

I will not take the time of the Senate longer, Mr. President, havin 
only referred to one or two authorities, although I have many that 
should like to submit. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, this bill being practically in my charge, 
it was myintention to have closed the debate; but as I leave to-morrow 
morning that will be impossible, and therefore I will take no part in 
the discussion. I leave the questions of law and of fact fortunately 
in abler hands than mine anyway. I desire to say simply a word now. 

Allusion has been made to two railroad companies, the Pennsylvania 
and the Baltimore and Ohio, ani their conflicting interests. I was ap- 
pointed chairman of a subcommittee to consider this question about 
three years ago, and I am frank to say that my predilections were all 
for the Pennsylvania Railroad and are to-day as against the Baltimore 
and Ohio. Iam free further to say that all my uae were with 
New Jersey as against New York, New Jersey bein smaller State, 
and I living in a small State. Therefore I sorted inte this investiga- 
tion with a desire to be able to satisfy myself that this bridge ought 
not to be built—an. honest desire on my part to so find. 

We gave at least at that time two days’ hearing, and some of the 
ablest lawyers in this country appeared for both sides. The Senators 
from New Jersey appeared in behalf of one side. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I did net. 

Mr. FRYE. Youdid not. The members of the House appeared on 
both sides. Fortunately nearly the whole of the members of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce were present at these hearings, as it was a matter 
of a good deal of interest and attracted attention, and the hearings 
were of great interest on account of the distinguished character of the 
gentlemen who appeared to represent the two sides. We listened pa- 
tiently and betel all the testimony in the case and reported unani- 
mously, I beingcompelled to yield my predilections and my sympathies, 
in favor of building this bridge and building it 30 feet high above 
mean low water. 

The bill was not acted upon. It was again presented at this session 
of Congress, and again the gentlemen on both sides demanded a mae 
and again the whole committee gave them a hearing that lasted, - 
ing to my recollection, three days. The investigation and the argu- 
ments were more exhaustive than they were before, and in the trial of 
this case there was nothing left out of evidence or of law, and when the 
hearing was over the Committee on Commerce, with the same unanim- 
ity as before, gave a verdict in favor of building this bridge, only amend- 
ing the former bill by increasing the t 2 feet, and as the former 
bill limited the Secretary of War to the at a particular point 
which was objectionable to many of the gentlemen who appeared 
against the bridge on account of a current and a curve in the stream 
there but which the railroad on account of its aoe) ae 
distance across, an amendment was —< to giving more e to 
the Secretary of War as to location. I say the committee was practi- 
cally unanimous on that, and after a full hearing, a great deal fuller 
and ampler hearing than cap be had here in the Senate. 

Now, Mr. President, I myself have no question about the propriety 
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of building thisbridge. In my judgment the general commerce of t}y. 
country demands it. That it will interfere toacertain extent with the 
commerce of the Arthur Kill of course can not be doubted, and no 
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bridge can be built on any river where there is much commerce that 
does not to a certain extent interfere with that commerce; and yet me 
interference with that commerce is amply answered for by the benefi 
that will be derived by the general commerce of the country. 

As to the height of the bridge, it has been suggested that it ought {5 
be 70 feet. I disagree to that suggestion. I fail to see why 70 feet 
would be any better than 32 feet. There is no schooner or barge that 
can not go under a 22-foot bridge, and there is no tng or canal-boat o; 
barge, in my opinion from the evidentve offered, that will not go und 
the 32-foot bridge. All tugs that are constrneted nowadays that would 
not go under a 32-foot bridge can very easily, and at a very little ex 
pense, be so contrived’ that the smoke-stacks can be lowered; and ; 
the Western rivers and in other localities very many of them are so 
contrived. It is very seldom that a sailing vessel goes through this 
Kill. There is no necessity for it. ‘The commerce of the Kill consists 
of canal-boats, tug-boats, barges. According to the evidence, ninety- 
one one-hundredths of all the commerce that goes through it is of that 
character. 

There is within my knowledge but one bridge in this whole neigh- 
borhood of New York and New Jersey higher than a 32 feet bridge, 
and that is the Brooklyn bridge. Ido not knowofanyother. There 
certainly is not one in New Jersey. A large amount of the commerce 
which comes through this Kill comes down the Raritan River and under 
a bridge there which is not 32 feet high. There is not one higher in 
New England that I knowof. The draw provided for is 200 feet in the 
clear. I do not believe that that draw will have to be opened four 
times a day to accommodate all the commerce of the Arthur Kill witk 
a bridge 32 feet high. 

Mr. President, that is all I desire to say. In my judgment the in- 
terests of the commerce of this country, not of New England, because 
I do not think New England commerce will be benefited in the slight- 
est by this bridge, but the commerce of the great West will be im- 
mensely accommodated by this bridge. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Will the Senator permit me to call his attention 
to a part of the re a Major Gillespie, upon whom I think the com- 
mittee very largely _ seemingly, as they quote him in the formal 
report they make to the Senate, speaking of the bridges about New 
York and New Jersey, as found on page 743 of the report of the Secre- 
tary of War in 1884, says of Arthur Kill: 


This is one of the most important highways for commerce in the vicinity of 
New York Harbor. 


The channel is used by all the vessels which transport the commerce originat- 
ing at Elizabethport, and also by all the vessels, steamers, boats, barges, and 
tows which go to the several rivers tributary to Authur Kill, or which a 
from New York Harbor southward through the Delaware and Raritan 

The annual tonnage of the canal alone at one time reached the high re of 
5,500,000 tons. 

It is now greatly diminished; he to state why. It will be 
remembered that the Raritan River is only a tributary of this sound. 
Across the mouth of that river was built a bridge of exactly the char- 
acter which the Senator proposes to build across the main channel of 

Arthur Kill. As a consequence of the building of that bridge across 
the mouth of the Raritan River, according to the statement of Major 
Gillespie himself, the commerce has diminished from 5,500,000 tons to 

2,300,000 tons. ‘And yet he does not think this proposed bridge wil! 
interfere with the commerce of the sound. 

Mr. FRYE. I did not say so. I said I thought it would. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Major Gillespie goes on to say: 

a tonnage of coal, iron, and other freight from Elizabethport is about 3,()))- 

ener h- and the — tonnage en the channel is estimated at 16,50.- 
000 tons annually, with an estimated value of $61,592,000. 

"The maintenaice of deep water in this channel is a matter of more than loca! 
mportance, and concerns not only the entire coasting trade of New Jersey, but 
inp a considerable part of that of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. 


Especially is it a great outlet for easy and esstounienl dultvery to the manu- 
factories of the New England States. 


In that regard it does interest the Senator’s constituents. 
Especial attention is invited — 


Mr. FRYE. The Senator will pardon me again. I said that New 
had not any special interest in favor of this bridge. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I so understand him. 

Mr. FRYE. It is the opposite of what the Senator has attributed to 


me. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. President, I have noticed in the Senator's 
report, which I have read-with a aoseen deal of care, a statement as to tlie 
amount of passing through this stream upon which he expects 
to construct a bridge only 32 feet He speaks of the tonnage of 
Perth Amboy, South Gilles and the Delaware and Raritan Canal. 
He quotes from Major Gillespie’s report and oe oe gmmmmeml 


Se Uieemnt Beconmnny from the three given points. 
for some reason unexplained, whether intentionally 
wane tinal a deve th the committee and Arthar as to the 
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sarily pass through this stream of which Major Gillespie speaks, here 
is Cheesequake Creek, which has been improved by the Government, 
and according to his own report there are 47,000 tons from that not 
named in his report; there is Rahway River,50,000 tons; Elizabeth River, 
30,000 tons; Woodbridge Creek, 120,000 tons annually; Matteawan 
Creek, 122,000 tons; and there is Keyport Harbor; its commerce must 
take this route in times of storm on the Atlantic, and the entire commerce 
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of Keyport Harbor is 1,800,000 tons. Then there is South River, of | 


which he does not at all, 350,000 tons; and the factories located 
along the Arthur Kill, 100,000 tons more. : 

Let me ask the Senator from Maine just one simple question. Under 
this bill this can not be in the special interest of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad alone, because you propose to give all other railroads the 
same advantages; and that I claim will be worse than giving them to 
the Baltimore and Ohio alone, because it will only multiply the trains 
on the bridge and more seriously impede navigation because of the 
number of trains. Then what is the objection, what can be the objec- 
jection to the construction of a tunnel instead of a bridge, when the 
tunnel can be cheaply built, and when the tunnel is built no passing 
vessel can interfere with a passing train and no passing train with a 

ing vessel ? ; 

Here is an island said to be important for the great commercial in- 
terests of the country, conceded to be so, and therefore it is that you 
should be extremely careful how you propose to reach thatisland. Let 
it be done in asubstantial manner, in a wise and pradent manner. It 
is only a matter of a few thousand dollars one way or the other, and as 
I said yesterday when addressing the Senate it would be better for the 
people of New Jersey to build the tunnel, construct it at their own ex- 
pense, and make it a present to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and 
all other railroads that desire to use it, than to endure this proposed 


ridge. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, I was not aware that [ had said anything 
to provoke the Senator from New Jersey into making another speech. 
I said nothing about the extent of commerce on this stream at all. 

Mr. McPHERSON. The Senator quoted Major Gillespie’s report as 
to the amount of commerce. 


Mr. FRYE. In my speech I said nothing about the amount of com- 


merce? 

Mr. McPHERSON. I spoke of your report. 

Mr. FRYE. My report correctly stated the commerce. 

Mr. McPHERSON. It stated the commerce at three points. I say 
that in the general estimate there are 3,582,000 tons of freight passing 
through there that are not stated in the report. 

Mr. FRYE. I simply desire to restate what I did say, that before 
the Committee on Commerce all the facts appeared. The distinguished 

tlemen who argued the case besides the Senator from New Jersey 
id not leave out one of law or of fact. Everything was put in. 
I never knewa case in my experience more carefully prepared and more 
thoroughly treated than this case; and yet I say that the committee 
were compelled to come to the conclusion that the general interests of 
commerce demanded that the bridge should be built. That is all I 
said about it. lam not belittling the commerce of Arthur Kill. I 
know it is immense, and that is all I intended to say about it. 

Now only one word further in regard to Major Gillespie. Sostrongly 
was my mind inclined for New Jersey and for the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road as against the Baltimore and Ohio—I mean personall y—that after 
we had had one hearing and the report of Engineer Gillespie had been 
read the Senator from New Jersey asked me if I would not have that 
report recommitted with a request that an examination be made. I 
recommitted that report to the Secretary of War with an invitation as 
pts ps one could make it in a letter of that kind, that he not only 

re-examine, but that he would reform his report so that it might 
be nearer my views and my wishes; but instead of reforming he ex- 
amined again, and the report came back stronger than it was before. 

That is all I desire tosay. Ido not intend to discuss the general 
merits of the tion at all. 

Mr. M IN. Mr. President, in all the cases to which I re- 
ferred this morning like favorable reports had been made by individual 
engineers, and those reports and recommendations when referred to a 
board of engineers were overruled. Iam quite certain that if this mat- 
ter were recommitted toa board of intelligent engineers not one of them 
would report favorably to the construction of a bridge across this water 
ee fot 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, in several years’ service upon the Com- 
mittee on Commerce I do not now remember asingle case where a bridge 
was proposed to be constructed over a navigable stream where there was 
any considerable amount of commerce wi tadirect conflict between 
what is called the river interest or the navigation interest and the rail- 
road The great difficulty in which our committee has al- 
ways been has been to strike the just medium between these two con- 

interests. The river men, the navigation men seem to be un- 
able to see that there is a vast change in the carrying trade which has 
taken place all over this continent. Where there used to be hundreds 
siioan streams, the railroads have almost destroyed the 


Conspicnously is this so in cases like the one now under considera- 
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tion before the Senate. ‘The natural antagonism, if I may so term it, 
between the railroads and the navigation interest, the vessels of the 
country, has been sadly enhanced in this case by the struggle between 
two giant corporations, the Pennsylvania and the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Companies. The Pennsylvania Railroad, I speak of it in the 
most disinterested way; I have no connection with either company and 
but a very slight acquaintance with the officers of either; 1 have no 
favors to ask from them and have never received any. Myonly interest 
in this matter isas a Senator from a Western State, every producer in 
which is directly interested in cheap transportation, whether by water 
or by rail, and I have endeavored to perform my duty judicially in this 
whole matter and have listened to the arguments that have been made 
on each side. The Pennsylvania Railroad Company wants to keep the 
Baltimore and Ohio from coming into New York city, because that en- 
hances and increases its own profits. Itistheoldstory. The Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad Company has made this struggle upon the basis ostensibly 
of what, as I said before, is now the rather inconsiderable navigation 
interest, because as compared with the interests of these two gigantic 
corporations the navigation is inconsiderable, though it amounts here 
to a great deal. 

Mr. PLUMB. Let me ask whether there is not some way of adjust- 
ing these interests so that the navigation which now exists shall not be 
imperiled for the benefit of interests hereafter to arise. 

Mr. VEST. Thatis exactly the object and aim of the Commerce Com- 
mittee, and has been in all these cases, and is in the case now before 
the Senate. If we can give to this railroad the right to cross Arthur 
Kill and give it direct communication with or entrance into New York 
city without injuring the navigation interest, we want to do it. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Will the Senator yield to a question ? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Supposeanother great railroad interest and a see- 
ond and a third shall in the immediate future seek an outlet across New 
Jersey and to the terminal facilities found there, and shall also desire 
to build a railroad bridge. Suppose the applications multiply indefi- 
nitely. This will be accepted and taken as a precedent and rule for 
future action by Congress, and it is absolutely and emphatically proven 
that this bridge alone will not only impair but destroy the commerce, 
what will it be when there are half a dozen others, with differing train 
hours? How long does the Senator think, under such circumstances, 
it would require for a tow to pass through all the bridges? In short, 
would not all commerce on the sound be of necessity abandoned ” 

Mr. VEST. That is the side of the case entirely opposed to the con- 
struction of any bridge across the Arthur Kill. Does the Senator mean 
to say that we are to construct no bridge atall? He says this will bea 
precedent. In so far as it is the construction of a bridge in the interest 
of cheap transportation, and which does not unjustly affect the naviga- 
tion interests, it is a good precedent, and the bridge ought to be built 
whether it goes over one navigable stream or another. When it comes 
now to the reductio ad absurdum put here by the Senator from New 
Jersey, that if we pass this bill we shall multiply the number of bridges 
across the Arthur Kill, I say that is no argument at all, because that is 
taking for nothing the legislative discretion of the Committee on Com- 
merce and of the Senate and of the Congress. All these matters are 
to be determined as each case is specifically presented. 

When the Eads bridge was built at Saint Louis, the most splendid 
stracture of the kind at that time upon this continent if not in the 
world, I remember, and every Senator here will remember, the attack 
made upon it by all the steamboat interests of the Mississippi River. 
It was predicted that the river would be obstructed by the wrecks that 
would be caused against the piers of that bridge; yet the bridge stands 
there to-day without those wrecks; and now when another bridge is 
proposed across the Mississippi River and in every such instance these 
same interests, no doubt looking alone to their immediate personal ben- 
efit, declare that if another bridge is put over the stream it will destroy 
navigation entirely. 

Mr. SEWELL. 
bridge? 

Mr. VEST. 
draw-bridge. 

Mr. McPHERSON. 

Mr. SEWELL. 
River. 

Mr. VEST. Boatmen said not. They complained that it would be 
impossible fer the larger class of boats on the Upper Mississippi to go 
below the bridge; and yet all these difficulties have disappeared. The 
engineers of the United States held a convention at Saint Louis and 
declared that the bridge was utterly impracticable, that a 500 feet span 
was absolutely impossible, and they stopped the construction of it for 
eighteen months; yet Eads went on and built the bridge, and, so faras 
can be seen now, it will stand as long as the banks on each side of the 
river stand. 

Mr. President, I approached the question, as I said, precisely in a 
judicial way except so far as my representation of a Western and agri- 
culture State may influence my judgment, being, as I am, anxious for 
cheap transportation. Every Western Senator, every Western citizen, 
knows that every bushel of corn or wheat that goes to New York—and 


May I ask the Senator what is the height of that 
Fifty feet, a fixed bridge with fixed spans, and nota 


Above high water ? 
Sufficient to pass everything on the Mississippi 
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all our agricultural products goto New York—that goes therecheapened 
in transportation is so much more in the pockets of the men who raise 
that wheat and that corn. 

I would not destroy the navigation interests upon the Arthur Kill; 
it would be unjust to arbitrarily pass any measure that would do this; 


but I say to those navigation interests, as I did to the steamboatmen on 
the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers, ‘‘ You must give and take; you 
must recognize changed conditions and changed methods; you must rec- 
ognize the fact that three-fourths of the transportation of this country 
is in the hands of the railroads, and that that proportion will increase. 
You can not appeal from the irresistible decrees of God and nature.’ 
‘These streams can never be made again to become the exclusive means 
of transportation for the carrying trade of this continent. I would not 
arbitrarily destroy them, and I have conscientiously and honestly en- 
deavored to strike what is the just medium between these two conflict- 
ing interests in my action in the committee and in the Senate. 

Now I come to the legal proposition involved. Mr. Courtlandt Parker, 
a very eminent lawyer, argued the case on behalf of the adverse inter- 
est to the construction of this bridge in a brief which I read and re- 
read with great interest, because as a professional production it is almost 
without a peer, and as a lawyer he is entitled to my intense admira- 
tion, and I say so publicly. I took the pains to examine every au- 
thority cited: by Mr. Parker, and to go through the whole case as a 
lawyer to the best of my ability. The main authority upon which Mr. 
Parker relies, it may be said almost exclusively, is that of Gilman rs. 
The City of Philadelphia, found in 3 Wallace, 713. He also cites8 Curtis, 
105, the case of Wilson vs, The Blackbird Creek Company, which is a 
leading case in the decisions of the Supreme Court; 18 Howard, 232, 
State of Pennsylvania vs. The Wheeling and Belmont Bridge Company, 
and Pollard’s Lessee vs. Hagan, 15 Cartis. 

Whatever may have been the opinion of jurists in the past with re- 
gard to the right of Congress to construct bridges and to control naviga- 
tion or commerce across navigable streams, I say to-day without any 
hesitation that that question has been settled and settled forever. It is 
not necessary now to discuss the power of Congress as against the power 
of a State Legislature to authorize the construction of bridges over inter- 
nal streams; and I mean by that expression a stream which is entirely 
within one State and. where the State or the citizens of the State own 
the soil upon each side of the proposed bridge. 

The bridge that is proposed to be constructed in the present case is 
what is called a tidal bridge. It iswhere the tide ebbsand flows. In 
regard to that class of structures the Supreme Court have decided so 
often and so emphatically that the construction of bridges is exclusively 
within the jurisdiction of Congress whenever Congress sees proper to 
exercise it, that the lawyer who to-day would say that it does not exist 
would simply make himself absurd and ridiculous before the profes- 
sion. If the Legislature of a State sees proper, even as to an internal 
stream, to exercise its jurisdiction and authorize the construction of a 
bridge Congress could nullify, to use the expression, or abrogate the 
exercise of that jurisdiction if Congress came to the conclusion that it 
was a navigable stream or came within the constitutional clause which 
confers on Congress power to regulate commerce among the several 
States. But pretermitting that discussion over an arm of the sea, over 
an estuary or a river where the tide ebbs and flows, there is no sort of 
doubt that Congress has the jurisdiction to say whether a bridge shall 
be constructed or not, and no State can interfere with the exercise of 
that discretion. 

If a State sees proper to exercise its municipal jurisdiction over the 
land on either side, it can do so; but even in thatcase, if Congress sees 
proper to authorize the construction of a bridge under the constitutional 
clause tu which I have referred, and in the exercise of that jurisdiction 
it is necessary to take a portion of the soil of the State or condemn it 
for the purpose of putting abutments or piers in order to construct the 
bridge, that power absolutely rests with the Congress of the United 
States and nowhere else. 

The cases which are cited by Mr. Parker absolutely demonstrate this 
position, outside of the recent Georgia case which is cited in the report 
of the committee. Therefore till this proposition is contested I shall 
leave it where it is with the statement that this is a question for the 
discretion of Congress under the jurisdiction which is absolutely vested 
in us by the Federal Constitution. 

Now as to the details of this structure the Senator from New Jersey 
says we have relied on the opinion of Major Gillespie. Notso. Asa 
matter of course that opinion had great weight with the committee. 
He is an engineer officer of the United States. Heis familiar with these 
waters, It was his official duty to make this report to Congress, and 
he has made it over and over again. He is absolutely corrupt or abso- 
lutely incompetent or else this bridge should be constructed as is pro- 
vided in this bill. But aside from that report, aside from the vast in- 
terests involved in the wa —_ of cheap transportation, let us look at the 
details of the bridge itsel 

The bill provides fora pivet draw-bridge over a stream 600 feet wide, 
with two spans of 200 feet each be cae either side of the pivot-pier. It 
has all the safeguards in regard to thedraws. No draw. 
of over 200 feet span has been over — stream. It is suf- 
ficient to say now that engineers, no matter how they — have in- 
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clined upon questions of the construction of bridges, have never rec- 
ommended the construction of any draw-bridge with a span of over 
200 feet. Over the Mississippi River that draw has been found ample 
and complete. In the State of New Jersey there are draws, as we 
were informed by the evidence before the committee, of 70 feet, and 
that over streams nearly as wide as this Arthur Kill. 

It is provided in the bill not that this bridge shall be 32 feet above 
the surface of the stream or above the highest partof the superstructure, 
but it is provided that it shall not be less than 32 feet, and the bill 
further provides that the Secretary of War, assisted by the engineer 
officers, shall consider the details of the construction of the bridge and 
fix the height, and put such additional safeguards as may be necessary 
in order to preserve the navigation interest. 

The whole question in a nutshell is, shall the State of New Jersey, 
much a3 I respect that State and her honored Senators upon this floor, 
shali the Pennsylvania Railroad with its 400,000,000 of capital—I say 
that in no acrimonious sense, but simply because I want to emphasize 
the vast interests and the importance of that corporation—shall even 
the State of New Jersey and the Pennsy!lvania Railroad Company say that 
this Congress shall not authorize a bridge in which the carrying trade 
o! the whole country is interested and all the producing interests of the 
country, when the Secretary of War, when the Engineer Bureau, and 
when common sense tell you that it will be no obstruction to navigation 
except such as is absolutely necessary in the construction of a bridge 
across @ navigable stream. 

If the Senator from New Jersey thinks it necessary to put additional 
safeguards in the bill, let him do so. He can provide for sheer-booms, 
drop-booms, so that every craft that comes can be dropped through these 
draws without any davger. 

It was said before the committee and principally urged that the smaller 
craft, the hundreds of thousands of smaller boats that are to pass through 
this bridge would be in danger. Why, sir, is it possible, even if the 
lowest bridge should be resorted to, 32 feet high—and the Engineer 
Bureau can go as much above that as they think proper—but even put- 
ting it at 32 feet, how, as the Senator from Maine says, could the 
smaller craft be in danger. Sloops, schooners, oyster boats, and other 
craft that.are used upon Arthur Kill could go through; and after all it 
is a question for the discretion and the public honesty and the @ublic 
capacity of the Engineer Bureau when these conflicting interests are 
brought together upon the floor of the Senate. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to ask the Senator whether the 
committee considered the question in reference to the tunnel that is 
spoken of? 

Mr. VEST. Asamatter of course that was urged upon us, and urged 
upon us in the different arguments that were made. We heard the case 
over andoveragain. From the evidence we had in regard to the nature 
of the soil upon either side and as to the practicability and expense of 
a tunnel, and principally from our conclusion as to whether this bridge 
would impede navigation, we found that in our judgment a bridge was 
better than a tunnel and less expensive. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. President, I must say that some of the 
statements just made by the Senator from Missouri seem to me very 
extraordinary. I understand him to say that this is a combination of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad and the State of New Jersey as against the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad system. 

Mr. VEST. I made no such assertion. I did not want to say any- 
thing that would have so offensive a signification as the word ‘* com)i- 
nation’’ might imply. Ido mean to say this, and my friend from New 
Jersey shall have the benefit of it frankly: I mean to say that the 
Pennsylvania Railroad and these New Jersey interests are against this 
bill; and it was so represented in our committee. I do not say there 
was any combination or understanding. I know nothing about that. 
I stated it simply as it a The advocates of the opposite side 
of the question to the of the bill were gentlemen representing 
the State of New. Jersey as they claimed, and it was also very evident 
that the Pennsylvania Railroad Company were represented too. 

Mr. McPHERSON. With all due Senator I wish to 
usion I drew from the state- 
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It is a bridge not for the Baltimore and Ohio Railway. There can 
be no conflict of interests as between the Pennsylvania or avy other 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad under this 
bill. If the advantages the Baltimore and Ohio system are to receive 
by crossing this stream and having a location at the other end of 
Staten Island are of such vast consequence as the Senator avers them 
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to be for the great commercial interests of this country, will not the 
Pennsylvania system, will not the New Jersey Central, the Lehigh 
Valley, and the other lines which have sought access to water privi- 
leges on the shore of New Jersey also be empowered to cross to Staten 
Island? It is perfectly absurd to say that it is not so. 

Mr. VEST. Will the Senator yield to me fora moment? The pro- 
vision of the bill which he has cited appears in all our bridge bills. It 
is a general provision, which answers fully the position he asumed a 
short time ago that we should be flooded with bills for bridges across 
the Arthur Kill. Other railroad corporations can avail themselves of 
the provision. Now I ask the Senator—for we ought to be frank with 
each other in the discussion of this measure—if he does not know as a 
fact that the Pennsylvania Railroad Company do oppose the construc- 
tion of this bridge? As to their reasons they are entirely within the 
ken of that company. I have nothing to do with them, but I ask him 
if it is not a fact and if he does not know it. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I want to answer just as frankly as the Senator 
has put his question. I do not know what the object or purpise of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company may be touching this bill. I 
know nothing as to their wishes touching the bill. I have never had 
any conference with any member of the board of officers of that road 
or with anybody who represents them; but I can say to the Senator 
as within my knowledge that the Pennsylvania Railroad have a station 
at South Amboy for the transportation of coal for distribution through 
New England, for distribution through New York to cach and every 
point of the Hudson River, over an area of hundreds of miles around 
the harbor of New York. That coal passes through the Arthur Kill 
of necessity. It dare not go outside of Staten Island, for that in storm- 
time means wrecking to all those who undertake to go through that 
channel. 

I can easily see that the Pennsylvania Railroad would be opposed to 
the Committee on Commerce of the Senate reporting a bill which would 
impair the navigation of the stream so as to place the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad on better terms of competition with them than they could 
otherwise be. I can see a reason why the Lehigh Valley people, I can 
see & reason why the New Jersey Central should oppose it. Those three 
lines are located upon the west shore of this stream. They are at the 
end of thevrailroad-transit, so to speak. 

The Senator is mistaken when he says this channel is a part of the 
great commerce of the country between the West and the East. It is 
not true. It is the end of rail commerce, and it isa great system used 
for the distribution of that commerce. What isthe commerce? It is 

coal, it is of articles heavy and bulky that it is impossible to transport 
farther by rail. The coal that goes to New England passes through 
this channel and goes to all the New England ports. It is there put 
on cars and distributed to all partsof New England. ‘There is a direct 
railroad communication between New England and the coal field, but 
it is so much easier and cheaper to transport it by boat that it goes for 
that reason by that mode. * 

Now, Mr. President, I want to say for myself and I want to say for 
New Jersey that neither the Pennsylvania Railroad nor any other rail- 
road that has had access to New Jersey soil has ever had the audacity 
to ask the Legislature of New Jersey for the right to cross this stream 
with a bridge. As I said yesterday there is no State in this Union in 
which the franchise to build railroads is as free as it is upon the soil of 
New Jersey. We hail with delight any and every railroad corporation 
by whatever name and coming from whatever source it may that comes 
to our State to enjoy its privileges under free and unrestricted laws. We 
ask only that they behave themselves and pay their taxes, and New 
Jersey would as freely confer upon the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad a 
franchise as upon the Pennsylvania or aay otherline. No railroad com- 
pany owns New Jersey. 

Mr. President, to get back to the stibject, I wish to ask the Senator 
from Missouri a question. He says the committee considered the ques- 
tion of a tunnel, but he does not say why they did not recommend a 
tunnel. Will he please answer me that question ? 

MreVEST. I stated that we came to the conclusion that this bridge 
was cheaper and better, that it did not destroy the navigation inter- 
ests, and that we did not think it was right or necessary or in order 
for us in this bill to take up the contemplated project of a 
a which was not before us except as an argument against this 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Then I think the Senator will not find fault 
with me if I should state in this connection that it was more for the 
interest of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company that a bridge 
should be built than a tunnel. 

Mr. VEST. The question before us was simply this, should we, in 
the exercise of the jurisdiction conferred upon us by the Constitution 
to commerce among the States, say whether this bridge bill 

pass or not, and that we should determine the question whether 
the construction of the bridge interfered with the navigability of Ar- 
thur Kill. That was the only question. The only way the tunnel 
ever came before us was that it was brought before the committee by 
the opponents of this bill, who said, ‘‘ Why do you not build a tun- 
vel?” We did not think it was our duty to go into the statistics and 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—-SEN ATE. 





AT13 


the details of the construction of a tunnel, but that it was our duty 
to pass upon the question whether the construction of this bridge 
would interfere with the navigability of this stream. 

Mr. McPHERSON. The stream is 600 feet wide, less than the length 
of this Capitol building. The bed of solid standstone underneath in 
which to construct a tunnel. The water is about 14 or 15 feet deep. 
The approaches to the tunnel are upon ground almost level with the 
water itself. There is no reason in the world why a tunnel should not 
be built. No place in the world can be found where a tunnel could be 
more economically built, and yet the Senator from Missouri says that 
the committee decided that as inasmuch as the railroad bridge which 
they proposed to make did not interfere with the navigation of the 
stream, therefore they did not consider the tunnel project at all. Now 
let us see about that. Letus see how well the committee have advised 
the Senate on that subject. 

Suppose the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad alone without any other 
road run trains across this bridge. Other lines are to have the same 
privilege; it is just as much for the Pennsylvania Railroad as for the 
Baltimore and Ohio, and if it were entirely a Pennsylvania Railroad 
scheme I should oppose it just as much. If they run as many trains 
over this proposed bridge daily asthe Pennsylvania line of railroad runs 
into Jersey City and out of it, it would amount to over three hundred 
trains aday. There are one hundred and seventeen thousand vessels 
running up and down thestream annually, oramounting to nearly four 
hundred per day. 

Now, sir, allow twelve working hours of the day as a suitable time 
for the opening and closing of the draw to enable a boat or a train to 
pass. If you allow fifteen minutes, it would require a working day of 
fifty hours to permit the draw to be opened and closed for the amount 
of traffic; and still the committee says it does not, and can not, and 
will not interfere with commerce! The Senator says that the commit- 
tee believe it will be no injury to navigation. And he goes further. 
He says that all applications of new enterprises desiring facilities should 
be considered alike. Very true, In the case of the Mississippi River 
and on all great streams the same rule that obtains in one case in the 
construction of a bridge obtains in almost all. 

If some other line of road starting from the Senator’s State should 
reach the Arthur Kill and should apply to a committee of Congress to 
give them facilities to cross the Arthur Kill by a bridge, certainly Con- 





gress would not impose more severe terms on that new corporation, 


which perhaps might be unable to expend quite as much as a wealthy 
powerful corporation like the Baltimore and Ohio, and that would be 
an additional reason why facilities should be given to that corporation 
instead of an older and more wealthy one. Suppose it shall apply for 
permission to cross the stream, thé Senator certainly would not impose 
upon it more conditions than are already imposed on the Baltimore and 
Ohio. What is the consequence? The very moment this permission - 
is given that is the end of all commerce upon Arthur Kill. Other lines 


would apply for like permission, bridges would be multiplied, and com- 
merce would cease. 


Mr. FRYE. I have just received a communication which I think it 
is important the Senate should have touching this tunnel matter. It 
is from one of the vice-presidents of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company, and has just been handed to me: 


Wasuincton, D.C., May 20, 1886. 

Sir: In the Recorp of yesterday I note that Senator McPuerson offered to 
amend the Kill von Kull bridge bill by striking out the word bridge and sub- 
stituting tunnel. The question of tunneling the Arthur Kill has been thor- 
oughly considered by our engineering department and found to be impracti- 
cable, owing to the enormouscostentailed. I herewith submit to you some data 
in relation to their examination of the subject. 

To build a tunnel under the Arthur Kill would require the subgrade of the 
same to be 63 feet below low tide, which depth will be necessary to give the re- 
quired roofing below the bed of stream over the crown of thetunnel arch, The 
length of the approach on the west,or Jersey, shore would be 4,800 feet. The 
length of tunnel would be 13,500 feet, or over2.55 miles. The lengthof the east 
approach on Staten Island shore would be 7,000 feet, making a total length of 
tunnel and approaches of 25,300 feet, or 4.8 miles. In addition to this, it would 
necessitate the crossing at grade of the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks at or near 
Elizabeth. This, with the fact of ascending and descending grades to the tun- 
nel, would make the line difficult to maintain and operate. 

The question may be fairly asked, What requires the great length of tunnel 
andapproach? This is made necessary owing to the salt meadows and the ebb 
and flow of the tide covering them, which makes it necessary that the tunnel 
should be extended beyond the point of high water to prevent it being flooded 
at every change of the tide. Careful estimates have been made of the cost of a 
tunnel there, and our engineers find that the sum will aggregate $5,000,000, in- 
stead of $700,000, the Senator from New Jersey estimated it at. This estimate 
has been carefully considered, and our reports show that it can not possibly be 
done for less, even if at that sum. 

All tunnels of this character projected in this country under large streams, 
notably the tunnel under the Hudson River and the one under the Detroit River, 
have exceeded the cost estimated for the work, and the engineers of the same 
have been compelled to stop work owing to the large increased cost and great 
difficulties encountered in the construction of the same. 

In reply to the statement made by the Standard Chemical Company with re- 
gard to the great obstruction of navigation to be imposed by this bridge I would 
beg to say that the tow frontage of the largest tows carried through the kill are 
about 80 feet and the direction of the current is normal to the line of the piers 
which are proposed to be built. The average rate of the current is from two 
and a quarter to two and a half miles per hour. The clear water way on both 
sides of the pier is 216 feet. Under these conditions it is clearly impossible that 
any obstruction could be imposed upon the free and uninterrupted towage 
through these water ways. 
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These views are fully substantiated by the reports of the board of United 
States engineer officers which are before you. 
[am, very respectfully, yours, 
THOS. M. KING, 
Second Vice-President Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
Hon, Wir1sam P. Fry 
Chaiiman Sclesamiiites of Committee = Commerce, 
United States ‘Senate. 


Mr. McPHERSON. If I had anticipated the presentation of this ex- 
traordinary paper I should also have been prepared to present one in sub- 
stantiation of what I said yesterday touching the cost of the tunnel. 

There is one particular statement in this paper that I wish to call 
attention to. The writer says the approach to the tunnel must be 4,800 
feet from the tunnel itself; that it must be 60 feet under the water. A 
short distance above that where it would propose to build a tunnel or 
where the bridge is proposed to be built an attempt was made to tunnel 
the I{udson River on shores precisely the same as found on the Arthur 
Kill, and the distance from the mouth of the tunnel where it was to 
enter the river provided by that company was a little less than 2,000 
feet—-I think 1,800. Here I think it is proposed to go back 4,800 feet. 
In fact, no more extravagant statement was ever made in the world, 
and cverybody can see its purpose. Such a statement may be a sur- 
prise, but will scarcely be influential. 

Mr. DOLPH. I do not propose to discuss this bill atlength. There 
are twoquestionsinvolved. Atleast two questions have been discussed 
to some extent, and two questions were elaborately presented before 
the Committee on Commerce. One is the power of Congress to au- 
thorize the construction of this bridge, and the other is the necessity 
and propriety of the bridge. 

If there is any question which has been finally and conclusively set- 
tled by a long course of judicial decisions by the highest judicial tri- 
bunal of this country, the Supreme Court of the United States, that 
question, I think, is the question of the power of Congress te authorize 
the construction of bridges over navigable streams. 

As I understand the law at the present time it is settled that Con- 
gress, under the clause of the Constitution which confers upon it power 
to regulate commerce between the States.and with foreign nations, has 
power to determine what is an obstruction to a navigable stream and 
to authorize the construction of bridges over the navigable waters of the 
United States, whether they form the boundary between two or more 
States or Territories, or whether they are wholly within the bounda- 
ries of States; that Congress never having occupied the field and un- 
dertaken to regulate by a general law the construction of bridges over 
streams wholly within the boundaries of States, a State Legislature 
may authorize the construction of a bridge over such a stream, and al- 
though such a bridge when constructed is an obstruction in fact to com- 
merce, it is a lawful structure. But they have also held in many well- 
considered decisions that a State law can not authorize the construction 
of a bridge over a navigable stream which forms the boundary between 
two or more States, and, as I haye said, the power of Congressextends 
to all the streams of the country that are navigable in fact. 

In some of the early decisions, following the English decisions, it was 
held that a navigable stream must be a stream in which the tide ebbed 
and flowed, butin the case of the Genesee Chief, reported in 12 Howard, 
decided about the year 1851, those earlier decisions were reversed, and 
it was declared that a stream which is navigable in fact is navigable in 
law, and that the power of Congress to regulate commerce upon such 
streams and to authorize or prohibit obstractions upon the waters of the 
country extended to every river or stream which was navigable in fact. 

In the case of the Wheeling Bridge Company, reported in 13 Howard, 
the State of Virginia had undertaken to construct a 
Ohio River under an act of the Legislature of V 
structiontocommerce. Some of the vessels which 
to ply on the Ohio River had masts and smoke-stacks of such height | ot 
that they could not pass under the bridge, and the Supreme Court of 
the United States held that the bridge was an unlawful obstruction 
and ordered it taken down. Afterward Congress passed an act legal- 
izing the bridge. The case was then a second time brought up to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and is reported in 18 Howard. 
The Supreme Court held that Congress had the power under the Con- 
stitution to make lawful a bridge which was an obstruction in fact to 
commerce, Congress having power to determine what should be con- 
sidered an obstruction to a navigable stream. In Bridge Company vs. 
United States (15 Otto, 470), it was held that the paramount power of 

regulating bridges that affect the navigation of Seiehe Coreen 
the United States isin Congress. In the case of the Escanaba Compan 
vs. Chicago, reported in 107 United States Reports, 
trine was affirmed. The court say: 
The power vested in the General Government to 
eign commerce involves the control of the waters of 
are navigable 


tion, when by 
tinuous channel for 


Citing the case of The Daniel Ball, 10 Wallace, 557. Then the court 
gay: 
Such is the case with the Chicago River and its branches. 


The court held that in the case of a stream wholly within the limits 
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of a State, like the Chicago River, until Congress has interfered a); 
prescribed. some regulation concerning the construction of bridges ; n 
act of the State Legislature is sufficient to authorize the obstruction ¢ 
the stream and the construction of a bridge. But they say furtle 
however, referring to this power of the State to authorize the constry.. 
tion of bridges: 

When its power is exercised so as to unnecessarily obstruct the navigat; 
of the river or its branches, Congress may interfere and remove the obstructic 
If the power of the State and that of the Federal Government come in con;! * 
the latter must control and theformer yield. This necessarily follows from t} ti be 
position given by the Constitution to legislation in pursuance of it as ti, 
preme law of the land. 

This case was decided in October, 1882. In October, 1884, a cag, 
which was appealed from the ninth ‘circuit, from the district of C; 
fornia, the case of John T. Cardwell vs. American Bridge Compan ny, 
113 United States Reports, was decided, in which the same doctrine was 
enunciated. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will have tointerrupt the 
Senator from Oregon to Jay before the Senate the unfinished business 
of yesterday, which is the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask that that be laid aside informally and that the 
consideration of the bridge bill may be proceeded with. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Isthere objection? The Chair hears 
none. Thespecial order will be laid aside informally and the consii- 
eration of Senate bill No. 121 continued. 

Mr. DOLPH. Ishall not take up further time on the legal question. 
I have references to a large number of decisions of the Supreme Court 
of the United States to the same point, but, as I said at the outset, | 
consider the question so thoroughly settled by a long course of judicial 
decisions that the lawyer who would undertake to dispute the proposi- 
tion of the power of Congress to authorize the construction of bridges 
over streams which are navigable in fact, within the States and Terri- 
tories, or those which form the boundary between States or between a 
State and a Territory, must either be uninformed as to the course of ju- 
dicial decision, ormust have more temerity than the average lawyer has. 

Congress, then, having power to authorize the construction of this 
bridge, the question arises, ought the construction of the bridge to be 
authorized? Will the commerce of the whole country be promoted by 
the construction of the bridge? As was said by the Senator from Mis- 
souri, there will always be a difference of opinion between those inter- 
ested in transportation by railroads and those interested in the com- 
merce of the rivers whenever it is proposed to construct a bridge across 
anavigable river that will in any way interfere with navigation. There 
is no bridge which can be constructed that will not prove some obstruc- 
tion to navigation, and the question always is, when authority to con- 
struct a bridge is asked, whether or not the entire commerce of the 
country will be promoted by the construction of the bridge? 

I to examine briefly the question of the benefit to commerce 
of the construction of this bridge. In the first place, it will extend 
the limited wharf and harbor facilities of the city of New York by adi- 
ing to them something like 10 miles of deep-water frontage on Staten 
Island, at which the trains of cars loaded with the produce of the coun- 
try can discharge their freight immediately into the vessels which are 
to take them to foreign countries, and at which the imports which are 

t into the port of New York may be loaded directly from the 

that bring the merchandise upon the trains of cars, to be dis- 
tributed through the extensive railroad systems of the United States 
all over the country. 

Owing to the limited harbor and wharf facilities at the city of New 
York, I am informed that the terminal are unusual. I have 
seen it stated somewhere that during a freight war between the differ- 
ent railroad companies operating roads between Chicago to New York 

not long since the rate was reduced to 12 cents per 100 pounds, ani 
that 4 cents of this was required to pay the terminal charges at New 
York. In short, every bushel of grain that is raised in the great West 
and is sent to New York has to pay in the way of lighterage, for hand- 
ling, for ferriage, and terminal so much, eens bor 
densome tax upon the producers of the country; and so with goods 
which are imported. 

This is therefore a question not alone between the State of New Jer- 
sey and the city of New York, not alone between the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company and the P. lvania Railroad Company, but 
it Seeteteaeten nation, and I mightsay New Jersey against 
the world, because the terminal charge at New York is to a greater or 
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in the Senate. The only question appears ‘0 


Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON] proposes a tunnel, 
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gested. My recollection is different. Ifa tunnel was suggested at all 
before the committee it was at some meeting when I was not present, 
or it must have been at a previous Congress. As was said by the Sen- 
ator from Maine or the Senator from Missouri, the suggestion of a tun- 
nel comes from the opponents of this bill. The railroad company or 
companies proposing to build this bridge are not asking for a tunnel. 
They come here and show that a tunnel is impracticable. 

But what has Congress to do with aathorizing a tunnel under Arthur 
Kill? Will the Senator from New Jersey answer me? What power 
has Congress to say that a railroad company chartered under the laws 
of a State may build a tunnel under a navigable stream? Does that 
interfere with commerce? Is that a regulation of commerce? Is that 
within the constitutional power of Congress? Notat all. If these 
railroad companies desire to tunnel under Arthur Kill I undertake to 
say they may make a tunnel without the permission of Congress. The 
only power of Congress is to regulate commerce and to prevent ob- 
structions to navigable streams; but when it is proposed to tunnel under 
astream, when you get beneath the bed rock there is no interference 
with commerce, and there is no necessity for getting the consent of Con- 
gress to do that. In fact Congress has no power whatever to authorize 
it. The act would be a nullity. It would confer no authority what- 
ever upon the company. Such an amendment in any event ought not 
to be adopted. The bill should be voted on upon its merits and should 
be either passed or defeated. 

Will the bridge proposed to be built under the provisions of this bill 
be such an unusual obstruction to the commerce of Arthur Kill that 
Co ought not to authorize it? It is said that the stream at the 
point where it is proposed to bridge it is only 600 feet wide. What dif- 
ference does it make how wideitis? Whatever the width of the stream 
may be the commerce must pass through the two draws, which are to 
be 200 feet in width, or under the bridge. 

Asis said in the report of the Committee on Commerce to accompany 
the bill, the committee are not aware that there is a bridge in the 
United States that has a draw exceeding in width that provided for in 
the bill, 200 feet. ‘The vast commerce of the Upper Mississippi River 
passes through numerous draws, many of which are not 2U0 feet in 
width. The lumber fleets, the fleets of coal barges, the fleets of wheat 
barges that pass-down that river pass through draws of 200 feet and 
less, and the tows of great canal-boats coming through the Erie Canal, 
or made up at Albany and towed down the Hudson River, pass through 
a bridge or bridges of less draw. 

But still it is claimed that here in Arthur Kill, which has a current 
as has been stated of two miles and a half an hour only, a bridge with 
draws of 200 feet in width would be such an obstruction that Congress 
ought not to authorize its construction. It also appears from the re- 
port of the committee, and was so stated before the committee by per- 
sons who are well informed, that nearly all the commerce of Arthur 
Kill is by canal boats and barges, which are towed by tugs; that the 
boats and barges can all pass under the bridge without the open- 

of the draw; that a large majority of the tugs can pass under the 
bridge without the opening of the draw, and that those which have 
smoke-stacks so high that they could not pass under a bridge of the 
that this is proposed 
iat they can be lowered when they pass under it. 
that there are very few vessels with masts passing 
there, and very few vessels would come down through this shallow 
destined for foreign ports. 
So while in the aggregate, considering the commerce which is carried 
the kill, the amount is not large which would require the 
= the draw, and the number of vessels the passage of which 


to be built can easily have their smoke- 


would be im by this bridge is very small, it is estimated that 
there will be ,000,000 in value of commerce passing over this rail- 
road and on to Staten Island annually after the bridge is constructed. 


Itis not claimed by the opponents of the bill that the value of the com- 
passes through this water way is more than a small frac- 
amount. 
ttee came to the conclusion, and I think the Senate will 
to the usion, that the advantages to commerce by the con- 
struction of this bridge are so great that the inconvenience which the 
commerce of Arthur Kill will suffer by the construction of the bridge 
ought to be suffered for the public good. Every dollar in terminal 
charges which is saved by the construction of this bridge and by the 
utilization of this water front upon Staten Island is a dollar saved for 
the producers and consumers of the entire West. That is all I desire 
say. 
t.SEWELL. Mr. President, I regretted to hear the statement of 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Fryr], who is chairman of the subcom- 
on the bill of the Commerce Committee, that there had been 
before that committee and that ample opportunities 
the opponents of this measure, and that the com- 
fullest, freest, and fairestattention. I attended, 
meetings that the committee had on this subject, 
occasions I think there were present from ten to 
ents of this measure, presidents and cap- 
and vessel owners, and I remember dis- 
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tinctly that those hearings on both sides amounted on each occasion to 
not over an hour oran hourandahalf. While the committee was 
supposed to meet at 10 o’clock, it did not get a quorum together until 
nearly 11. I mean by a quorum, a quorum of the subcommittee. 
I do not know of any occasion where the full committee met to have 
a hearing. 

My recollection is that there were only three members of that com- 
mittee present at any one time, and that many of the gentlemen who 
were at the expense of coming here at the invitation of the committee 
went away unheard. In one case which came to my personal notice, 
that of Major Burr, who is the civil engineer in charge of the Govern- 
ment work on the river, he came before the committee to give his views 
but was unable to do so, and left his brief with me to be sent te the 
committee afterward; and he is positively opposed to the construction 
of the bridge at the point named and in the manner proposed. 

The Senate, on the two or three occasions when this matter has been 
presented to them, collectively as a body and individually, has not had 
@ proper appreciation of whut this stream of water has done in the shape 
of the transportation of the products of the country. The Arthur Kill 
connects the Raritan Bay with the Newark Bay and the Kill von Kull, 
debouchinginto New York Bay, and is the connecting inland water with 
the North River, Long Island Sound, and the commerce to the east- 
ward, coastwise. To the south it connects by way of the Raritan River, 
the Delaware and Raritan Canal, the Delaware River, the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal, the Chesapeake Bay, and the sounds away down 
into North Carolina, and with the Delaware River to the ocean. It runs 
practically an inside channel for interstate commerce from North Caro- 
lina away up to the Schuylkill Canal and up the North River to the Erie 
Canal, and through the Erie Canal, and permeates half the country. 

By tows is the principal way of transmission of the commerce from 
the different feeders of the Arthur Kill. There is first the Delaware 
and Raritan Canal; and the statement of this very engineer, who has 
charge of these works, who could not be heard before the committee, is 
to the effect that that canal at one time did a business of 5,500,000 
tons, but that since the construction of the bridge over the Raritan 
River, which is a similar one and the largest in the country to-day and 
with the largest draw, by reason of the obstruction which it affords to 
the passage of boats, by reason of the loss and damage occurring there, 
a thousand tons of freight having been smashed against the piers at a 
time, and by reason of the fact that the piers in the bridge have changed 
the current, the tonnage of that great internal artificial navigation has 
been reduced to about 2,000,000 tons. I was surprised at the state- 
ment myself. I knew it had been reduced some, but I was not pre- 
pared to hear that the construction of that bridge had absolutely re- 
duced 50 per cent. the commerce of that canal. 

A short distance from its mouth is the Amboy division of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad, the terminus for the supplies of all the gasworks to 
the eastward and the soft coal supplies for the steam-power in and 
around the vicinity of New York, including the foreign ships. 
is the terminal point for that class of coal. 
to go to New York. 

Below a short distance is the Lehigh Valley terminus, which is a 
hard coal terminus, and which distributes coal all over New England 
and up the North River and every place in the immediate vicinity o1 
New York, the tows being made up so as to make the transportation 
more convenient and cheaper. The soft-coal tows are made up so as to 
take them alongside of a steamer or take them alongside of a wharf for 
a gas company, or any place else; and they run right up and drop their 
coal, and the boat shoves off, and the steamer comes back the next day, 
picks them up, and brings them back again. The canal tows are made 
up partly of canal-boats, partly of three-masted schooners, partly of 
barges of a thousand, tons that may have a width of 125 feet and a 
length of 2,100. 

So when the statement is made here that the commerce of this great 
artery is in canal-boats and simply towed by tugs, and that they can 
get under a 32-foot bridge or through an open way of 200 feet, it is 
not true. I state myself, from public knowledge of the situation, 
that it is a physical impossibility. Steamers take these tows, made 
up of forty and fifty vessels, which have a cargo of more than 10,000 
tons, and which run from 1,800 to 2,100 feet in length, and it is im- 
possible for them to go through a passage-way 200 feet wide. The 
very framework of the steamers themselves is such as to run up to 70 
feet. 

The engineer officer in charge, and I mean by that the responsible 
officer in charge, Colonel Gillespie, has given us his opinion that the 
tonnage is 16,000,000 tons passing through here. If so, it is the largest 
in this country, larger than that of the Mississippi River, larger than 
that of the Detroit River, larger than that of the port of New York, and 
larger than that of the North River. He says that that tonnage can be 
passed in that way through a pivot-draw in the center of a 600-foot 
channel with 200-foot openings. If you ask him why he said so he will 
say “‘itcan de done.’’ SodolI. Twice as much can be passed; but in 
doing so you put the cost upon it so great that you destroy the whole 
thing. You can not undertake to bring a tow, as represented in the 
map, 2,100 feet long, through that channel without the mecting of tides, 
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without stoppingand anchoring. Itisalmost an impossibility, because 
it gluts up the whole channel, and you would have to divide it into six 
or eight tows in order to pass it through the bridge. 

I have here an accurate survey and report of this whole question made 
up for the counsel of the different transportation companies and the in- 
dividual owners of boats on the kills. It was intended for use in the 
courts when it was threatened that this bridge would be built against 
the State authorities. 

I will say before I go into that question that I was sorry to hear ex- 
pressions in relation to the different railroad interests in connection 
with thismatter. If anybody knows aboutitI oughttoknow. I have 
never heard of any opposition on the part of any railroad company to 
the construction of a bridge that would fairly pass the tonnage of that 
river. There is no jealousy and no feeling and no desire to keep out 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from a terminus at Staten Island if 
that company so desire. I have no knowledge that theydo. The fact 
is that the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company have not gotten a road 
in the State of New Jersey or beyond Philadelphia. The only evidence 
that they have got any connection with that bridge is that under the 
general railroad law of the State of New Jersey which allows any seven 
men who have $2,000 per mile to put in the hands of the treasurer as 
an evidence of good faith to lay out and construct a road. Six miles 
of road connecting with the end of the proposed bridge was laid out and 
filed in the office of the secretary of state of New Jersey, and $12,000 
of money deposited on it. It goes nowhere and ends nowhere. 

Beyond that nothing has been done in the State of New Jersey to 
show that the Baltimore and Ohio road are ever going to build a mile of 
their road, and nothing has been done on that 6 miles; not a spadeful 
of ground has been turned. On the other side of the river there is a 
small local road termed the Staten Island Transit Company, owned and 
controlled by a gentleman named Wiman for speculative purposes. It 
was olfered for sale a year ago, and it is said it has since been contracted 
for by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 

Mr. FRYE. That is on the island? 

Mr. SEWELL. That is on the island. I do not know that that is 
true, but I merely give what is the common talk; that the contract is 
conditioned on giving an authority to construct a bridge across that arm 
of the sea, and it is said that a small part of the contract money has 
been paid, and that this is a speculative move on the part of a citizen— 
no, for he is not even a citizen of the United States; agentleman living 
on Staten Island interested in land. So far as I am able to judge, so 
far as the personal relations between myself and the different railroads 
entering the State of New Jersey engaged in interstate commerce, I 
have not even the knowledge that the Baltimore and Ohio have any idea 
of constructing that line, and I have the knowledge that the other com- 
panies, the Pennsylvania, the Lehigh Valley, and the Central have not 
a particle of objection to the construction, except the objection which 
comes to them collaterally by the towing companies in which they are 
interested in the distribution of their freights. In fact, if this is going 
to be a great benefit to the country at large they would desire, in my 
opinion every one of them, to take advantage of crossing a bridge and 
getting a terminus probably for coal on Staten Island, and if the bridge 
could be so constructed, and it can very easily be done, so as not to 
present an absolute barrier to the transportation from the different ter- 
mini both of the canals and the railroads on the Bay of New York as 
at present used, all parties would be pleased. 

The report, as I have stated, was made by an eminent engineer, and 
is in a condition to be substantiated, as it was intended to be used in 
the courts, 

Mr. FRYE. Will the Senator inform me what that report is? 

Mr. SEWELL. This is a report made by one of the leading en- 
gineers of our State for the counsel of the different companies and in- 
dividual owners of vessels to be used in our State court in case there 
was any contest about this bridge, and it is ready to be substantiated 
at any time. I have gone over it very carefully myself, and I would 
not use it if I did not know that it was correct. The engineer says: 

Jersey Cry, N. J., April 14, 1886. 
Barker Guauuern, Esq. : 


Dear Sie: In compliance with your instructions that I should make a profes- 
sional examination of the projected scheme for the extension of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad across Arthur Kill or Staten Island Sound by meansof a draw- 
bridge or viaduct, particularly as to the effect such a construction would have 
upon the navigation, riparian, or other interests dependent in a large degree 
upon that channel being retained free from all obstructions, I have the honor to 
report as follows: 

he uiry has covered a very wide field of research, and though opinion 
and rough estimates of the several items of information upon the ques- 
tion at issue were easily obtainable, it has been a work of m time and labor 
to secure the properly authenticated data which only could be of use as evidence 
in the case of legal complication. At an early stage in the work I discovered 
that there was no hydrographic survey of the kill later than one executed by 
the United States engineers, under the direction of General John Newton, in 
1872. By the courtesy of the United States engineers, I was enabled to make 
copies of this survey, also of the original survey of the kill made by the United 
States Coast Survey in 1855. 

The changes in the sections of the bottom of the stream between 1855 and 1872, 
shown by a comparison of these surveys, was so great that I deemed it of the 
utmost importance that we should have a survey at the present time, in order 
to see if these changes still continued, and to be able to argue understandingly 
the effect the encroachment upon the section of the stream by building piers 
would have upon its usefulness as a na’ ble channel, 

Moreover, examination and inquiry led me to believe that the engineers of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company had made during the past scason 


careful hydrographic surveys over the same ground, which hey would be ready 
to submit to any board of United States engineers which might be detailed by 
the Secretary of War to examine into the feasibility of bridging this stream. 
Presumably these surveys would not show too glaringly the facts against the 
bridge,and unless these facts were presented in a perfect and well-authent;- 
cated form, the navigation and other interests opposed to a bridge might suffer 

That this might not be the case, you directed me to make a proper strvey of 
that portion of the kill lying between Elizabethport and Buckwheat Island fo, 
use in this controversy. Such a survey has been made,and lam happy to say 
that I think it adds materially to strengthen our view of the question. I sha! 
allude to the facts brought out by this survey in the proper place in this report. 
; “ the purpose of systematizing the report 1 shal! divide it into the following 
neads : 

First. General description of Arthur Kill and relations which it bears to other 
channels tributary to the harbor of New York. 


These are the different headings of the report. 


Second. Commerce and comparison with commerce of other streams. 
Third. Manufacturing and riparian interests on the Jersey shore and grants 
made by the State, with improvements made under said grants, 
‘ te sete Proposed project of Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company es far as 
eveloped. 
Pith, Regimen of channel in the vicinity of proposed site of bridge as de- 
termined by soundings and current observation. 
Sixth. Probable changes in channel from erection of piers in the stream. 
Seventh. Increase of cost of water transportation imposed by necessity o/ 
passing the draw. 


Thatis, one of the particular portions of the report, and the probable 
changes in the channel by the proposed erection of the piers in the 
stream. 


Eighth, Effect upon value of water-front property. 

Ninth. Action of Government engineers upon question of bridging other nay- 
igable channels, and comparisons with the channel in question. 

Tenth. Other means of crossing the stream which will notinterfere with nay- 
igation interests. 

To illustrate certain of the facts under discussion I have prepared three maps, 
marked A, B, and C. 

Map A is a general chart showing the harborof New Yorkand itsapproaches, 
with the depth of water in the different channels and bodies cf water which 
together constitute that harbor. 

Map B shows the whole extent of Arthur Kill, with the latest soundings by 
United States engineers in 1872, except where I have made soundings for this 
research ; also, the riparian lines as established by the riparian commissioners 
of New Jersey, and recommended by the United States engineer for the Staten 
Island shore; also, the grants and leases of riparian lands made by the State of 
New Jersey, and the location of manufacturing and other improvements along 
the shores. 

Map C shows peeareee survey made for this investigation, showing on a 
large scale the Kill from Buckwheat Island to Elizabethport, with position of 
proposed bridge, soundings, current divections, &c; also, sections of the kil! at 
eight points, showing changes between the soundings of 1855, 1872, and 1886; also, 
Sate on line of proposed bridge showing probable reduction of area of sec- 
tion by piers. 

First. General description of Arthur Kill and relation which it bears to other 
channels tributary to the harbor of New York: 

Arthur Kill, or Staten Island Sound, is an arm of the sea, extending from New- 
ark Bay to Raritan Bay, between the mainland of New Jersey and Staten Is!- 
and, New York, It has a length of 12 miles,and a width varying from 3,600 
feet to 600 feet. It isnavigable for vessels drawing 12 feet of waterat mean low 
tide throughout its whole extent. The channel is tortuous and in — very 
narrow; it will be seen by inspection of map A that in these features it surpasses 
all the other arms or tributaries of New York Harbor. The bottom inthe center 
of the channel and where the scour has effect is hard sand, overlying the red 
sandstone belt which forms the upper rock strata extending across the State from 
the Delaware River to the New York State line between the Palisades and mar! 
beds of Middle New Jersey on the east and the mountains of gneiss on the 
west, the rock itself, I should judge from the soundi being perfectly bare 
in many p! on the m. The banks are for awa of their extent black 
mud, forming salt meadows, the surfaces of which are about at mean high-water 
level. These mud banks stand almost perpendicular for a depth of 4 to 6 feet 
from the surface and then sl} off tow: the center of the channel until a 
point is reached where the ity of the current is sufficient to scour and carry 
away the mud, to be deposited in a bank in some eddy in one of the numerous 
sharp turns in the stream. 

‘The current is comparatively rapid. Observation made for the 
this investigation show that its speed at half-tide varies from 1 
per hour in the northern portion of the kill. A speed of } mile 
given by the authorities as sufficient to move fine sand or mud, and an exami- 
nation of the sections on C will show great changes between the bottom by 
surveys of 1855, 1872, and 1886. 

When the facts of the narrow, tortuous, changeable, and shallow channel are 

considered in connection with the enormous importance of this stream to thc 
commerce cente: on the harbor of New York, and as a link in the chain of 
inland navigation ween the New England, Middle Atlantic,and Southern 
States, and the work it is doing and is destined to do as a carrier of the more 
bulky and low products and manufactures of the country which cou! 
not survive the imposition of the lowest railroad tolls, a due appreciation may 
be formed of the need of zealous care and delicate study before the slightest ob- 
struction iu the way of bridge-piers be interposed to change the regimen of that 
channel and pocheus do irreparable damage to public and private intere-ts rep- 
resenting millions of capital. 
Map A will show the relative widths of channels of different depths in Ar- 
thur Kill in direct com: with other tributary arms of New York Harbor, 
on Map B shows whole extentof the kill, withthe depths of water at men low 
tide, 

Second. Commerce and comparison with commerce of other streams. 

Thro this narrow channel passes a commerce which, in aggregate of act- 
ual freight carried or measured tonnage, is surpassed but by very few of tic 
great water ways of the world. 

In the course of the discussion on the subject under consideration and in com- 
ring the published statements put forth by the advocatesand opposers of tlic 
idge project, I find a misunderstanding as to the term ** tonnage" which it is 
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—in the foreign trade at least—is filed at the custom-house and can be readily 
obtained. and trom these the tonnage statistics are prepared. : 

It is safe to say wat the actual tons of freight carried in any one year will not 
exceed 50 per cent. of these figures of tonnage. 


This is especially the case in the stream underconsideration. The great bulk 
of the fre is inward bound, passing only one way and the vessel goes one 
way light. 


Then a computation of actual freight tonnage does not give the stream the 
credit for carrying the many hundreds cf tugs and tow-boats, aggregating thou- 
sands of tons in a year. i ; : 

‘Thus a comparison of the freight tonnage of Arthur Kill with the registered 
tonnage of the Chicago River, Detroit River, or ot' er bodies of water, as has 
been made, is deceiving. a 7 

I have, therefore, to the best of my ability, after ca eful inquiry, collated first 
the actual freight tonnage, and then the equivalent ‘o the registered or meas- 
ured tonnage. ; 

The kill forms an important link in the chain ot inland navigation which ex- 
tends from Narragansett Bay to the Carolina sounds, and is made up in partof 
Long Island Sound, Kill von Kull, Arthur Kill, Delaware and Raritan Canal, 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, and the Southern canals terminating in Chesa- 

ake Bay. But the commerce brought to Arthur Kill from these sources is 

»ut a portion of the total. On itsshores and upon the shores of the Raritan 
River and Bay south of ee poet site of the bridge are established the ter- 
reig 


minal depots for heavy ts of two important railroads, namely, the Amboy 
division of the Pennsylvania Railroad at South Amboy and the Leliigh Valley 
Railroad at Perth Amboy, besides many extensive manufactories. North of 
the pi site of the bridge and perhaps Jiable, only in a less degree, to be 
affected is the Elizabeth coal depot of the Central Railroad of New Jersey and 
more large manufactories. 

A glance at the Map A— 

Which I have before me— 


will show that Arthur Kill offers the only sheltered channel between the 
mouth of the Raritan and the wharves of New York city. The freights to which 
this channel is mainly devoted are coal, pottery, and brick clays, and their man- 
ufactured prod fertilizers, ores, and the cheaper and bulkier chemical prod- 
ucts, Still the total freight tonnage is so large that if all these classes be de- 
ducted from it there still remains an actual tonnage of higher class freight 
approximating 1,500,000 tons, or greater in quantity than the total receipts of 
grain in New York in the year 1885 over the New York Central and Pennsy1- 
vania lines or by the Erie Canal. 

The annual coal tonnage carried through the iil] from points south of the 
proposed site of the bridge is made up as follows: 









Tons, 

ea I a ita cinedncnbiadieathecs>seniedinsnactonsccbcceccsee 609, 632 
Pennsylvania Railroad from South Amboy.. . 2,022, 213 
Lehigh Valley Railroad, Perth Amboy].................00::ccccsescccssesseseeseeseeeee 1, 852, 643 
laa Rk latins ccastidimadesdsacoodanens 4, 484, 488 


Of the above fully 90 per cent. passes through Arthur Kill, and would be af- 
fected ay Se building of a bridge, namely: 4,036,040 tons. 

The above figures were obtained from the following sources: The Delaware 
and Raritan Canal, Hon. D. C. Chase, superintendent of towing; South Amboy,- 
A. C. Davis, terminal and shipping agent Pennsylvania Railroad at that point; 
Lehigh Valley, Mr. James Donnelly, superintendent of New Jersey line. 

The figures for Delaware and Raritan Canal and for Lehigh Valley Railroad 
are for year 1884. The South Amboy figures for 1855. Since writing this I have 


been able to com the figures for 1885, and find no difference which can affect 
any deductions wn from the above. To accommodate this trade alone re- 
q the passage of 52,000 vessels through the kill, representing a registered 


enna a eight and one-quarter millions, or 30,500 more vessels and 1,000,000 
more than the total entries and clearances at Chicago in 1885. 

To this portion of the coal trade, reaching the inner harbor of New York from 

ints south of the proposed site of the bridge, must be added the coal received 
By ral and distributed from the Central Railroad of New Jersey terminus at 

lizabethport, near the northern entrance to the sound. 

This consisted in 1885 of 2,000,000 actual tons, required the passage one way of 
vessels representing a measured tonnage of 4,500,000. 

Thus the total on shipments from points on and through Arthur Kill reach 


the figures of 6,484,488 tons, or equal to 20 per cent. ofthe whole annual 
prateak ofanthracite. -' 


The figures forthe tonnage at Elizabethport were collected from estimates 
made by Mr. F. E. Saward, ofthe Coal Trade Journal, and Mr. P. Cole, of Eliz- 
abethport. The estimate of vessels and registered tonn is carefully collated 


from observation and from inquiring of Mr. J. P. Cole, shipper of 
E rt, and others having knowledge of the facts. 

Turning from coal to the next largest single item of freight shipped through 
the so namely, pottery clay, and manufactures thereof. This is a trade to 
which cheap oma unobstructed water transportation is vitally essential. Its 


show annual actual tonnage of freight of 750,000 tons, requiring the 
a the sound of 10,000 vessels, representing a registered tonnage 

The ng detailed statistics of commerce passing through Arthur Kill 
a collected with great care ; each statement therein made has been veri- 


The figures for the Delaware and Raritan Canal are from the official records 
that . Those for South Amboy from Mr. A. C. Davis, terminal 

een. vertvente Railroad at this point. The individual 
on , from information furnished by them, generally in the 
lettersigned, to Hon. D.C. Chase, to whom I am indebted for the orig- 


Valley Railroad trade is from information 
superintendent of New Jersey division Lehigh Valley Railroad, 
, Mr. F, B. Morris, superintendent Bee Line Transportation Com- 
pany, and Mr. L. Fisher, agent Perth Amboy Towing Line. The figures 
the manufactures on Arthur Kill are in most cases given by the parties 
themselves either to Hon. D. C. Chase or collected by personal inquiry. 
Elizabethport shipments of coal are official figures from Mr. John P. 
accountant of the Anthracite Board of Control, Philadelphia. Other 
from careful inquiry among parties having knowledge of the facts, and 
of statements already published in official reports. 
are believed to be below the truth, and it wil! 
been made of the unattached commerce through 
be credited to any lar interest, yet must in the 
amount toa item. statistics are believed by the 
near correct as it is possible to obtain in such matters, and if any 
correction would increase the totals here given. 


| herea detailed statement of the commerce of Arthur Kill. It 
gives the point where the different articles of trade originate, the amount 
of tons, and the different firms in business along the kill, and the ship- 
from the different stations and termini. It is substantially correct 


iven by Mr. James 
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in this essential, that it only gives absolute date, the figures for a great 
many thousands of tons of irregular freight not being counted. 





Detailed statement of the commerce of Arthur Kill per annum, based on 
returns for 1883, 1884, and 1885. 
(Compiled from various sources and verified by E. W. Harrison, April, 1886.] 


CONTRIBUTED FROM RARITAN RIVER AND BAY. 
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Sn Gs I cnn rcedinetnerenn 06 175 | 13,000 50, 000 150, 000 
Raritan Ridge Clay Company............... 75 50 2,000 | 10, 000 
Pheenix Brick Company .. .................... 400 18, 644 37, 238 
Raritan Hollow and Pressed Brick | 
Ps cect cccnevie isketbrene 500 360 18, 000 90, 000 
W. F. Fisher......... 200 20, 14,000 63, 000 
ETAT 200 216 28,000 | 126,000 
Middlesex County................... 200 200 9, 366 | 28, 098 
James Biasett................. 200 190 10,000 | 40,000 
Theo, Willett......... 200 150 | 6, 000 | 24,000 
George W. Barnes.. 200 480 12, 000 48, 000 
Anna M., Yates. ......... Sieaddaabehahenene 200 80 | 2, 250 | 11,250 
I eB ii cnc cewinceceecesee ices 200 460 | 27,000) 162,000 
Valentine Brothers 200 20 1,000 | 2,000 
Thomas Acker. ....... 20 120 3, 000 | 3, 000 
Keasby & Co........ eee il rail oetaals 200 368 17,000 5), 000 
Ashland Emery Works............... 200 16 1,000 | 37, 000 
Ostrander & Co.............. ...... 200 70 | 5, 000 10, 000 
NID in. kn taiskde ar cccttisinercrectovnoneses 200 60 3, 000 2,000 
Edgar Brothers............ . 200 300 15, 000 30, 000 
SOME PUIOIICP 60.0 0000000500 7 200 176 8, 000 16, 000 
Hornsby & Co........ 200 268 10, 000 50, 000 
Roberts Brothers.......... si Scie tdi ential dickies Re llaticasbahnidlbuniaiae 26 | 1,000 3,500 
ie cen sllbnerceaesial eno daaeinennimenin 200; 10,000 10, 000 
Miscellaneous shippers.. scetheeaaaiasiaicigliie 444} 21,000 50, 000 
Delaware and Raritan Canal . shivetedte ‘ 871, 967 | 9,226,080 
ee en 200-| 14,186 | 224, 484 |15, 854,474 
To and from free level D. and R. Canal ..............066! cceeee sees 7,330 172, 700 
New Brunswick, Amboy and New York | 
Steamboat Company......................00. 600 666} 11,375| 113,750 
SD UII i 5 in ncantcapeauienat ernecctuantheutes 250 | 30,698 2,125,464 10, 000,000 
Cheesequake Creekkc................-:ssscsesees 100 1,176 46, 137 217, 000 
Total estimated measured tonnage: 12,749,700 Piola pilcecinsucdedicintinccubdeceil ts 
Number of trips of vessels to and from..'................. 55, 330 
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At least 90 per cent. of above passes 

through Arthur Kill, namely 11, 474, 730 





IT cccncscgnes 
eseseresseene (35, 984, O04 


49, 797 


ee 32, 025, 604 


3,500, 583 


CONTRIBUTED FROM POINTS ON ARTHUR KILL AND ITS TRIBUTARIES SOUTH OF 











THE PROPOSED SITE OF BRIDGE. 
Lehigh Valley Railroad Company at 

in ican scatmeneeisnithoenien . 225 | 15,558 2,201,752 16, 105,382 
Wey GE OE CO ocicisccs: wancccce docccesscee 200 | 250 | 50,000 | 1,200,000 
United Refiners’ Export Oil Company... 300 50 | 6, 000 270, 000 
Rahway River (see report Chief oi En- i | 

gineers, 1884, page 748)..............-..00.«+ 75 60, 48,500 485, 000 
Woodbridge Creek (see report Chief of | 

Engineers, 1884, page 750).......0....ce00 200 | 1,000! 112,068 834, 000 
Standard Chemical Company........... .... 100 | 500 | 30,000; 450,000 
Bowker Fertilizing Company... 150} 1,000/ 60,000 600, 000 
Fire-Proof Building Company 100 | 94 6, 221 | 40, 884 
New Jersey Extraction W orks.......... ..... 200 | 1,130 22, 600 113, 000 
Staten Island shore, Fresh Kill Creek ... 100 | 440 | 22,000 175, 000 
TD dcthatuptuunis udewuecsocbeminsmardonn ; 100 | 14 | 1, 186 | 4,730 
ORI hncicnnitesdapieccalibebedicitoastiaredbusressn 100 400; 16,000 160, 000 
OROIU RIND oi.cecesecksons ‘ 100 124 2, 200 71, 000 

Total estimated measured tonnage... 4,347,500 | 0.0.0.0...) eee 

Number of trips of vessels to and from...'............... hectares eetenanenees 
Actual tons freight carried..................0000s seccseseseseseses aacdbepedee NI Voicndetoustied 
eit bnecabetanadennnnaddteessesencaends nvicecceuneons esesseeses 20, 509, 016 
Deducting 10 per cent. of Lehigh Val- 

ley Railroad tonnage to cover freight 

passing out by way of Raritan Bay 

and not going through the sound 

PO cinctace sevedtntenccccoscescessessecevesess 4,297,445 19,654 2,368,352 18,908,478 


CONTRIBUTED FROM POINTS ON ARTHUR KILL AND ITS TRIBUTARIES 
THE PROPOSED SITE OF THE BRIDGE. 


NORTH OF 


ee 200 coo | 
Elizabeth River (see report Chief of En- 









gineers, 1884, page 749).................06...... 100 500 27,300 1,806,900 
Central Railroad of New Jersey: 
Meinl ds bddtciccensessbtcoccesevensone 240 | 18,700 2,000,000 | 8,000,000 
Pig-iron 200 360 72,000 | 1,152,000 
ea enleivancinebcodeane oe 200 | 125 25,000 | 750,000 
Miscellaneous freight ... 150 | 2,000} 800,000 | 2,500,000 
Steamer Kill von Kull ...................ccsee0e 1,240) 1,200; 60,000 | 2,400,000 
Steamer Edward Clark (Singer's) ......... 130; ‘600 | 30,000 | "900,000 
Total estimated measuredtonnage: 6,525,000 |...... 


Number of trips of vessels to and from...| ............000++ 
Actual tons freight carried.............0. s+ | seo 
Total value 





* Estimated, 
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Recapitulation of commerce affected by proposed bridge. 
Originating south of proposed site of bridge: 


Equivalent registered tonnage .......05...sccrsssseseesersesseeseerecnnnesnsnsseosonss 15, 772, 175 
Number of passages Of Vemels........... ..cocccossscscceessecscrerseesesseesssseseseseoes 69, 451 
Actual tous of frotg int enesbed «ccccccccecresemccescccsensnncenscneqsccentnsscesecosseenee _ ©, 868, 935 
VUIII Is ctansncneocccesdnnandiicininnnncnntieiabiiemimanidnahiabhamdihdebdieminetateeampeniaaiaeayenaies $51, 024, 082 
Originating north of proposed site of bridge : 
Biguivwsatd PAGISRTES GORD ocecceenpcesnswe seceresnieendnanceaneines 6, 525, 000 
Measher ef PAsenged Gl COB ccccncsstccnstemewss teesepectecetinnstctsiensenbeenseen 24, 085 
Actual tons of freight carried . agocensecuvepbuosentepgnnesne einer uppansuinanGeinl 2,514, 300 
VEER ..cecese0ssec00 cirenn suaninnitt Apasnerpenenmnatenennmnemeraremgaainnertnaemiennnennemannitins ". $17, 508, 900 


Total Arthur Kill: 
Equivalent registered tonnage...... 
Number of passages of vessels... 93, 536 
Actual tons freight carried......... cosines . Gye aee 
VURRIID nasns cocene dhsaghovetramandellibareernc mbapstinteiaemniineds hari iiaaye placental $68, 532, 982 


To enable these figures to be appreciated it is well to compare with 


. 22,297,175 





the statistics of other water ways, for onoen —— Harbor, 1885: 
Total registered tonnage, entries and elearances.. supe inincantianeiaees 7, 287, 236 
Total number of vessels entered and cleared....... .............ccesserseveeeeeneee 21, 542 


The magnitude of this commerce differs little from that of the years 
1883 and 1884. 


Foreign commerce of the port of New York for the fiscal year ending June 


’ 
[Report Bureau of Statistics on docintape commerce p and nay nae ] 





Number of— i | Vessels. | | Tonnage. 


nn nn eel ie eee 5, 304 5, 440, 724 
SED wecepacanemnnbeetnrdvunpien ani gunseed-avocuedbunitins etaviaaieaaa 5,824) 5, 659, 733 


Total.. sor scsssenersvesssecsnnneresesecesceccasvessessescnsosessecssesres, AIL, 128 | 11, 100, 457 





Detroit River, season of 1883: 40,3 385 35 vessels; en tonnage, 
17,695,174 tons. 

The report of the Chief of Engineers of the United States Army for 
1874, page 587, contains report of board of engineerson project of a rail- 
road bridge across the Detroit River, and contains a careful estimate, 
showing that in 1872 9,116,570 tons actual freight passed Detroit. 
These figures are significant, as the decision of the board was that a 
bridge could not be permitted. This subject I have fully considered 
under its appropriate head in this report. 

The amount of coal ing Cincinnati on the Ohio annually is given 
at 75,000,000 bushels, equal to 2,519,311 tons. (See appendix to report 
of United States engineers on bridges on the Ohio River, Chief of Engi- 
neers’ report, 1871, pages 429, &c.) This would represent a registered 
tonnage of probably 6,000,000 tons. 

The tonnage of the Hudson River, including its feeding three canals, 
and covering the trade of forty-three cities and towns along its banks, 
was estimated by Captain Vosburgh, agent of Schuyler’s towboat line, 

at 20,000,000 tons. 

The total tons freight carried on the canals of New York State in 1884 
was 5,009,488. (See report of board of railroad commissioners State of 
New York for 1884, volume 1, page xi.) 

The entries and clearances at the port of London in 1884 were 74,105 
vessels, representing registered tonnage of 18,549,889 tons. 

The net tonnage of the Suez Canal, 1883, was 5,775,861. (See re- 
port of Professor J. E. Nourse, United ‘States Navy, transmitted to the 
Senate June 26, 1884.) 

These comparisons show the rank of Arthur Kill as a water way. 

The following table gives the actual passages of vessels, passing the 


foot of Livingston street, Elizabethport, in the twenty-four hours, be-: 


tween 6 p. m. of April 9 and 6 p. m. of April 10, 1886. All vessels not 
passing the proposed site of bridge have been eliminated: 


Vessels. 




















TOGcoccecseceesseree 6, 20 p.m. 
‘Tug and barge 6.35 p.m. 
Towboat........ 7.02 p.m, 
Do...... 7.06 p.m. 

Tug .. 7.11 p.m. 
Brick-sloo OP... 7.20 p.m. 
Two tugboate joined... cocnonsoousstoenwone coscee cesesenee ponesnneneonnnes 8.15 p.m. 
AEG 2000s -cocec arecscsanccacsonvensecncces ces cus cvcece nenesscnnesecesees 8.55 p.m. 
Birboks-Stoop.........ccccccosoescccssceeseececcvcesssnccesoe sone: 9.65 p.m, 
LATO BOON -LG 00... povccveveccccsvecoceruns sree ceseenenseses 9.12 p.m. 
QPROP AGO ...0ic.cvccresescsccesenevccevecceeveceses o00 9.14 p.m. 
Tug and sixteen canal-boats «| 935 p.m, 
Oyster-SlOOp 6... ..cceececcee coreeeee 9.41 p.m. 
Tug and twenty coal-barges. 10. 00 p. m. 
Tug and barge .............00000-s -| 10.65 p.m. 
‘Tug and een eens 10.13 p.m. 
Oyster-sloop... | 12,48 a.m, 
crcceveveneveoconesopepebate ssoonpameneneoenanse | 1,6a.m, 

0 eoneneoceqeen covevenseuusencensupente scoquscoagsnennenensqnpatecoenes - Livam, 
1.4a.m. 


1.51 a.m. 


























Vessel. Direction. Time 
| 

Tug and Sean: See... 5 ieieendineeh | South........... 8.55 
Tug and one barge... etdieinileatniesdl sews SOuth..........1 9.044 
i ee | North.......... | 9.35. m 
Tug... spcuieehieengnansipemnbonnecgamenintnitecsenslinateanneel Tm aamsees | 9.50 a. m 
NO oe ee ar a ee eed North.......... | 10.200. » 
Steam canal-boat South | 10.29 a. ») 
Brick-schooner North. 1 1Li5a ” 
Brick-sloop... North | 117 a. m 
Oyster-sloop. North. 111.35 a. m 
Tug and eanal-boat North, 111.55 a.; 
Oyster Seep... Sciodies North. 112.00 ; 

Do.. asin North.......... | 12.03 p.m 
Brick- ‘sloop... satiiiatmenmaidsamaadi sess tie amneanemmupunieninneasedh North.......... 12.21 p.p 
Tug... aan did ealesetianstihlivesdip-dadetcedanidipsamairecneemstdiie EE iiconinn=s | 12.26 p.1 

Do. ere South ......... | 12.29 p.p 

aN tana trina es ieaaatldaestellantaieh cae aie | 12.47 p.n 
Two towboats joined...............0...s00 ..| North 12.55 p.n 
Brick-sloop................ | North.. 1.06 p.n 
Tug and canal-boat. North 1.13 p.m 
Ti ndetiiny eatenaiiat North, 1.27 p.m 
Oyster-sloop South 1.29 p.m 
Brick-sloop... «| North.........-| 1.40 p.m 
Tug and three-masted BEhOOMETE ee eceomervnerenee South .........| 1.58 p.m 
Brick-sloop... meode veesiee ceseeecenecencerenvoconed South seme | 2.17 p.m 
Schooner .. SE ees | ee 2.23 p.m, 
i RN A TRL Nortb.......... | 3.10 p.m 
Towboat.. ecensveses 3. n 
Steamboat.. I 
Schooner ........ nr 
Oyster-sloop... n 
Freight boat ni 
Tug, one coal-barge, and lighte m 
ERIE cnsisionspratinnurinenibtiaseenenediis m 
INTE tcc neenttininindbresienibeenenen m 
Tug and canal-boat 5.12 p.m 


These observation were taken at a dull season of the year and can 
not fairly be considered as giving even an average of the daily move- 
ment though the sound. It will be noted that the great proportion of@ 
heavy tows passed in the hours of darkness. 

The president of the Pittsburgh Coal Exchange, in a communication 
to the board of United States engineers appointed, under authority of 
an act of Congress approved July 11, 1870, to examine into the effect 
the bridges of the Ohio were having upon the navigation of that stream 
says (see Appendix B, board’s report. Report Chief of Engineers, 147), 
pases 429 et seq.): 

The losses by collision with the piers of bridges 2 sgenning the Ohio River 
($198,692), heavy ast is, constitutes but a small item of the loss result- 
ing from said uction. The great loss sustained is by detention arising from 
the necessity of landing our towboats and waiting for daylight, not daring to 
run the narrow ways at night. 

“The narrow channel ways’’ he speaks of are from three to four 
hundred feet wideand not obstructed by draw-pier and fenders, as wo |! 
be the case in a draw-bridge, and this draw-bridge has but 20 feet clear 
opening. The coal fleets carry about the same number of tons of coal as 
the tows on the Arthur Kill and generally contain less number of boats. 

The time required to open and close the Raritan draw, at the present 
day the longest in the world, is on an average about four and one-halt 
minutes. This draw is for a single track, and moves, the engineer in 
charge informs me, exceedinglysmoothly. The proposed draw will be 
for double cmaluatt at least twice the weight. If the time of passing ves- 
sels through be considered, a fair average will be fifteen minutes, aud 
some tows and vessels will require more time, some less, depending 
upon wind and tide. On this assumption, applying the figures of the 
last table, the draw would have been open and closed for the twenty- 
fours hours selected for periods as follows: 


ey 


Closed from— Closed. 






> 
3 












6.0 to 30 | 6.00to 
7.02 to 33) 6.50to 
8.15 to 15 | 7.35to 
8.55 to 1 OL} 8.30to 
10. 00 to 28 9.56to 
12, 48 to 15 | 10.28 to 
1.05 to 27 | 1.0to 
1. 45 to 21} Lato 
3.07 to 15 | 2.06to 
5.18 to 15 | 3.22to 
6.10 to 15 | 5.33to 
6. 48 to 5L | 6.25to 
8.04 to 21 | 7.39to 
8.55 to 9.19.......... eeevessesssccoses 24 | 8 Bto 
9.3560 10. 0B....c0ceeccocsoeia secssescnece 30} 9.19to 
10, 20 tO 10. 44...... ..secerececeensereseee 24 | 10.065 to 
11. 15 00 D1. 40... eeccceneneenenenenee 2 | 10.44 to 
11, 55 CO 12, 18.2000. -cererceeseneee scenes 23 | 11.40to 
32. BL GO BB. 44.........ccccoce ceveveeserees 23 | 12 18to 
12.47 G0 1. BB 2.0. eceeeeseereeeeereee| 1 O08 | 12.44 to 
DGB 60 BBB cecrncceccescc ese caneneee 15| LSto 
ZIT CO 2. FB... Mrccrcccrcees seers 21} 2.13to 
B.IOCO B. D......coccrnsccseccoreroreeees 15 | 2.38to 
BBB Blanc cccccecccsecsenccsee veo nee 15 | 3.2 to 
4.02to 4.51... — 49| 3.47to 
a 15 | 4.5Lto 
5.27 to 
u 
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Thus in this twenty-four hours the draw would have to keep open 
ten times for twenty minutes or more; three times, thirty minutes or 
more; twice, forty-five minutes or more, and twice over an hour; or if 
the same average be kept up for a month of twenty-six working days, 
we will have two hundred and sixty times twenty minutes or more; 
seventy-eight times, thirty minutes or more; fifty-two times, forty-five 
winates or more; fifty-two times, one hour or more. 

One of the arguments advanced by the board of United States en- 
gineers against bridging the Detroit River (see report already referred 
to) was the impracticability of passing this commerce of the river 
through a draw, at the same time accommodating the railroad trafiic, 
and in support of this proposition they show that in June, 1873, the 
draw would have had to be open three hundred and sixty-one times for 
twenty minutes or more; ninety-three times, for thirty minutes or 
more; twenty times, for forty-five minutes or more; once for ene hour 
and fifteen minutes. 

A comparison of these figures will show that the objection raised to 
the Detroit River bridge applies with greater force to the preposed 
structure. And, furthermore, there will be no difficulty in my opinion 
in showing that during the busy season the movements of vessels through 
the kill is more than double the example here given. 

In such a case it would become a serious question which should give 
way, the shipping or the railroad interest, for one must suffer serious 

~ loss and inconvenience. 

I have here a statement in connection with this matter of the differ- 
ent buildings and manufactories along the line of the kills, the location 
being such, so contiguous to New York, and the land being surprisingly 
cheap and transportation so easy to distribute the products of large 
works, that a great deal of it has been taken up for that purpose. 


Third. Manufacturing and riparian interests on the Jersey shore and grants 
made by the State, with improvements made under said grants. 

Map B will show the location of the State grants of riparian lands along the 
whole extent of the kill. 

The following are the grantees and the extent of frontage granted, measured 
along the exterior line for solid filling. 


Central Railroad of New Jersey: 













‘ Feet. 
Livingston street, east to Trumbull estate. .................cccceeeeeccecceeeeeeeeee 3,309.10 
Central Railroad —— Jersey, Marshall street to Elizabeth River..... Tw 
and ae 302. 35 
_ estes intl 296. 86 
L. F. & A. Beckwith, from near Bay Way to Morris Cree ti vl4 
H. H. Mansfield, Piles Creek south.......................... itis ianne aiviibalietiblinaaeme 4, 985. 2 
Central Railroad of New Jersey, Smith Creek to Woodbridge Creek... 9, 453 
Sarah E. Meredith, Ploughshare Point.......... Sitindakatatndeniinniaeqenditish-danndin 707.6 
J. R. Watson, Market street, Perth Amboy................. 134.3 
Cornelius White, between Gordon and Lewis streets 77.95 
R. V. Baldwin, 50 feet south of Lewis street ... wo 
J. R. Watson, Sandy Point...........cc0ccccr-sseeeesee 2,344 
a aaa i a Si all cal Sis, qatbhnimibbeahtedduderdtocnincoueses 23, 860. 33 
Or about 5} miles. 


The advantage which this water front offers for manufactories requiring large 
space and cheap land is evident. An open channel within easy distance of the 
great business center of New York, and aiso one of the main lines of water 
communication of the Union in front, and in the rear the New York and Long 

The followi ietieee: iieanant ri 

ng man an enterprises, some very extensive, 
have been established upon the shores mainly during the last ten or twelve 


years: 
The Refiners’ Export Oil Com 


y, Perth Amboy: 8 buildings; employ about 
% men; have 200 feet of 


ead and wharf; New York office, 46 Harrison 


Roessaler & Hasslacher, manufacturers and importers of chemicals: 2 large 
brick buildings, 100 feet of bulkhead, and employ about 6 men: New York 


% street. 
John Hall & Son, lumber dealers, Perth Amboy: 450 feet of bulkheaded water 


it. 
. 8. B. Greacen, machine-shop: Use portion of I. Hall & Son’s waterfronts; have 


w.a. Perth Amboy : 100 feet of bulkheaded water front. 

Pennsylvania Railroad Company, Perth Amboy and Woodbridge Railroad: 
13 feet of dock. 

Ashland 


Emery Works, Perth Amboy: 3 buildings; 150 feet of wharf. 
C. W, Boynton, manufacturer of fire-brick: 5 build ; 40 feet of improved 
water front on Staten Island Sound, 150 feet on Woodb Creek. 
Henry Maures, manufacturer of fire-brick: 10 buildings; 400 feet of wharf on 
Woodbridge Creek; New York office, 418 East Twenty-second street. 
Perth Amboy Terra Cotta Works: 20 buildings; 50 feet of wharf. 
Lehigh Valley Railroad have extensive terminal facilities; 5 large wharves 
and coal piers, and improvements valued at $900,000. 
William Cjark & Co., manufacturers of chemicals: Buildings cover an area of 
eS ee, 64 feet by 300 feet, and 1,000 feet of water front. 
Company: 10 large buildings; 475 feet of improved water 
front; vated tent have spent about $3,000,000 in improvements. Office, 
71 Wall New York. 
manufacturer of fertilizers: 5 buildings; 550 feet of improved 


water 
A. Mitchell, manufacturer of fertilizers: 1 building; 100 feet of improved 
New Seay Detegion Works and State Chemical Company: Several! large 
; 350 feet of improved water front. 
a Fertilizer Company: Buildings covering a space of about 3} acres; 
The Building Company: Several buildings and 350 fect of im- 
Preasinipoapensh alte of the north to the bridge of the Central Rail- 
Toad ieee Meee tee ta Men Jersey shore of the 
oo and the seat of busy industry. This land is valued at from 


foot shore line uni . The agent of the 
Balimore and Rew Yr ies Gonseae $72 per foot front for the site 
of emily hadanaed of this The land is entirely unim- 


g 






proved—salt marsh; land similarly situated can be purchased for $50 per foot 
ront. 

The ternninal of the Central Railroad of New Jerscy with its 13 coal wharves, 
5 freight :locks, represent an actual value of improved property of upward of 
$1,000,000. 

The enormous works of the Singer Manufacturing Company, employing at 
different times 1,800 to 5,000 hands, with a large !mproved water front acquired 
at great cost, lies north of the coal docks. 

All these interests are affected by the proposed bridge. 

Fourth. Proposed project of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company as far 
as developed. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company's agents have located and marked 
upon the ground with permanent stakes a center line of railroad crossing the 
sound a short distance north of Bay Way—Elizabethport. 
upon Map C, and plainly designated. 

On the Staten Island shore the Rapid Transit Company have purchased sev- 
eral large tracts of Jand, one in particular of about 43 acres, running along the 
shore from a point about 200 feet north of the proposed bridge-site to Howland 
Hook, the northwestern extremity of StatenIsland. This tract, 1am informed, 
was purchased of Mayor Grace, of New York, and the consideration was about 
$1,000 per acre. 

Up to ten days ago they had not acquired title to the land upon which the 
Staten Island end of the bridge would abut, the owner holding it at a very stiff 
figure. 

The plans for the bridge as far as developed contemplate a double track iron 
draw-bridge with a draw span of two 200-foot clear openings, which will make 
the draw about 470 feet long, and the heaviest at present inthe world. Atecither 
side of the draw are to be shorter spans. The piers and abutments are to be of 
stone carried down to bottom, and will probably be built on the solid rock in a 
caisson. The grade is to be 30 feet above mean low water. This construction 
will necessitate the building of a fender pier for the pivot pier of the draw at 
least 470 feet long and 45 feet wide, with guide fender on outer sides of the open- 
ings probably 250 feet long. The position of the bridge with these fenders and 
the relative area subtracted by them from the area of the channel is shown on 
the Map C. It will be seen that without regard to the effects the picrs may have 
in changing the regimen of the bottom of the channel by causing scouring or de- 
posits, these structures must certainly cause great inconvenience to naviga- 
tion. The plot of the plan of bridge is made from such information as I could 
obtain as to the genera! plan of the structure,and the position of the different 
spans, draw openings, piers, and fenders are as usually is the practice in struct- 
ures of a gimilar ciass, Final plans might change the position of the draw open- 
ings slightly, lengthen or shorten some of the lesser spans, change the angle of 
the fenders, or differ from the plot in small details, but these changes could have 
no effect upon the deductions we desire to prove, namely: The injury the struct- 
ure would inflict upon shipping. Given the lines as located and the required <i- 
mension of draw, no variation from the plot as shown on Map C could lessen 
the disadvantageous effect of the structure upon the navigation interests. 

Fifth. Regimen of channel in the vicinity of proposed site of bridge, as deter- 
mined by soundings and current observations. 

Map C shows a careful survey of Arthur Kill from a point just south of 
Buck wheat Island to the foot of Livingston street, Elizabethport, plotted in a 
scale of 200 feet to l inch. The soundings are shown in feet and tenths and re- 
fer to mean low water—the same plan as was adopted by the United Statics 
engineers in 1872. The position of each sounding has been accurately located 
by triangulation from instruments on the shore. The sections plotted on the 
map are on a horizontal! scale of 60 feet to 1 inch and a vertical scale of 10 feet 
toaninch. The lines of soundings are the same as those used in 1855 by the 
United States Coast Survey, and in 1872 by United States engineers under cirec- 
tion of General Newton, and the sections show the exact changes which have 
taken place between these dates. 

It will be noted by an inspection of these sections that there have been many 
changes in the bed of the stream between these periods. The general tendency 
is to scour out and deepen the channel on the New York side and shoal! on the 
New Jersey side. This is no doubt duein a great measure tothe retardation of 
the tidal flow by the erection of piers and docks jutting out into the stream on 
the Jersey shore; but while this tendency is to be noted another fact shows, 
which I deem of great importance in considering the question of the effect upon 
the regimen of the channel likely to follow the erection of piers, there has been 
a regular scouring with consequent enlargement of the sectional area in the 
narrow portion of the kill covered by the four northermost sections and a regu- 
lar deposit atthe points where the channel widens in passing Buckwheat Island. 
The channel, 12 feet deep at low water as shown by the Coast Survey of 1845 be- 
tween Buckwheat Island and the Jersey shore, has entirely disappeared, and 
in its place is a mud flat almost dry at low water. 

I am informed that this is partially accounted for by the fact that a contractor 
in the employ of the Central Railroad of New Jersey deposited the silt exca- 
vated from the coal-dock slips at Elizabethport in this channel. Thismay have 
hastened the formation of the bank, but the natural deposits still go on, the cur- 
rent in this reach being much less swift than in the narrow reaches north, and 
the result is that the ebb tide deposits the scour from above as soon as its velocity 
is decreased beyond a certain point. The flood tide ne doubt carries its share 
of the seour and deposits it on the flats near the corner stake at the junction of 
the waters of Kill von Kull, Newark Bay,and Arthur Kill. To counteract this 
last the United States Government have erected a dike at a large expense and 
produced a swifter current and deeper channel. 

The general directions of the flood and ebb currents are shown upon the map by 
arrow-heads. The general direction of the flood current is: Coming up through 
the chanrel between Staten Island and Buckwheat Island it is a true current 
to the point atSections XI and XIV, opposite the New Jersey Extraction Works, 
here it ia deflected and divided, that portion nearest the center of the channel 
continuing in almost a direct line diagonally across the kill to the mouth of 
Morse’s Creek where it forms an eddy and is greatly retarded, then passes out 
and is deflected diagonally across toward the Staten Island shore, gathering 
rapidity as it joins the other body. The portion of the flood in the deepest part 
of the channel opposite the points XI and XTV and within 100 feet of the Staten 
Island shore sweeps swiftly around the point and continues in almosta straight 
line to the point just north of Old Place Creek; here it is deflected towerd the 
Jersey shore for about 600 to 1,000 feet and then continues on in a direction al- 
most parallel to the New York shore tothe foot of Livingston street. 

The ebb current coming around the northwestern point of Staten Island is 
deflected di mally across the kill to the mouth of Elizabeth River; from 
thence it bends toward the New York side in almost a direct line to the mouth 
of Old Place Creek ; thence in almost a direct line to the point at Line XI and 
XIV, which it passes in the continuation of this line until the center of the chan- 
nel is reached; thence in a true current directly through the passage between 
Buckwheat and Staten Islands. Both the ebb and flood currents cross thecen- 
ter line of the proposed bridge at an angleof about seventy-ninedegrees. The 
mean velocity of the current passing the line of the proposed bridge is 2 miles 


The line is shown 


per hour. 
Sixth. Probable changes in regimen of channel from ereetion of piers in the 
stream. 


Any sudden reduction in the area of cross-section ofa stream is sure to result 
in a disturbance of the fixed regimen. 

Thesame volume of water passes through any of the sections of a river channel 
atthe same time. Where this is not the case, we have falls and rapids, which 
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are caused by certain cross-sections being of much less area than the others, and 
the water must increase in velocity in order that the same volume shall pass. 
Nature here comes into play, and the increased velocity produces a scour of the 
smaller sections and a deposit in the larger sections until the equilibrium is re- 
stored. 

If the larger section be narrow and deep, such deposits may do no harm, asthe 
area can be lessened without encroaching upon useful depth; but if the larger 
section be broad and shallow, as is usually the case, the deposits form bars and 
shoals. An inspection of the sections on Map C shows this action has been 
going on toa certain extent in Arthur Kill, near the site of pro bridge. 
The erection of piers under the most favorable circumstances will reduce the 
cross-section of the stream,on Line IV and VII, at the proposed point of cross- 
ing, from 10,053 square feet to 8,565 square feet, or 1,488 square feet; or, in order 
for the stream to regain its present regimen, this section must be scoured out 
to a depth of about 2 feet, and the material thus scoured deposited at some point 
where the stream widens and the velocity of current decreases. 

If the point of deposit could be controlled a reduction of the area of the large 
sections by a reduction of width only might be of advantage, but nothing is so 
capricious as a stream running through banks such as we find at the kills, and 
the deposit is as likely to be directly in the channel as elsewhere. 

The portion carried north by the flood will certainly be deposited on the flats 
near corner stake and add to the shoal which the United States Government has 
spent already $92,204.62 in counteracting. 

Furthermore the channel will be likely to be affected seriously by another 
cause resulting from the proposed erection. Arthur Kill at present is remarka- 
bly free from ice in winter. The strong current and unobstructed water way 
with the open waters of New York Bay and Raritan Bay at either end tend to 
this result. During the most severe winters it is seldom closed but for a few 
days. With the erection of the piers this will certainly not be the case. All 
examples show that the piers will hold the ice which forms and prevent it being 
— out of the stream, and result in closing the sound to navigation all 
winter. 

The formation of fixed ice in the wide and shallow reaches will be followed 
by more rapid shoaling, the ice itself assisting in retarding the flow and also 
usually carrying and gathering solid matter on its under side, which is deposited 
in the spring. Examples illustrating these facts can be seen in Newark Bay and 
the Passaic and Hackensack Rivers. The tidal currents of these streams are nat- 
——. very strong. Without bridges to hold back the iceit is likely navigation 
could be continued throughout the winter, but they are now closed tightly from 
the first hard frost until the ice rots in the spring. 

The annual winter closing of the kill would, of course, result in driving all 
commerce goi thro to and from the Amboys to the outside route. When 
this is the case for the few odd days in winter now, the towing companies give 
notice to owners of barges, &c., that they will not assume responsibility for extra 
risk caused by going outside of Staten Island. It will thus be understood that the 
closing of this water route for a portion of the year will revolutionize the trade 
passing through it. 

Another important consideration to be taken into account is: 

The meeting place of the tides of the Kill von Kull and Arthur Kill is now at 
corner stake. Such places always show a tendency to shoal,and this has been 
the ease here. The expenditure of the United States Government just men- 
tioned was to secure by means of dikes a channel through this shoal of 13 feet 
at low water. 

It isa grave question whether the retardation of the flood current of Arthur 
Kill caused by the proposed piers may not shift the point of meeting of the tides 
farther south and west,in which case shoals would be formed directly opposite 
the busiest portion of the wharf front of Elizabethport, where land is now worth 
$100 per foot front. 


Seventh. Increase of cost of water transportation imposed by necessity of 
passing the draw. 


This is a vital part of the opposition to the construction of the bridge 
as proposed in the bill. 


The greater bulk of the freight tonnage of this stream is carried in tows made 


up of from thirty to seventy boats and barges towed by one large towboat or 
two tugs. 


I will state that these towboats are not the little things described by 
the Senator from Maine, which might let down their smoke-stacks con- 
veniently whenever they chose to pass an obstruction, but they are 


great, powerful steamers, constructed especially for pulling the 10,000 
tons of freight necessary for the vessels to carry. 


The amount of actual freight tonnage in one of these tows varies from six to 


ten thousand tons of coal. Tows = length from 1,100 feet to 2,150 feet and 
in actual width from 60 to 125 feet. The tows of the Delaware and Raritan Canal 
are made up and leave New Brunswick on the ebb tide in the Raritan. 

This has always been the practice, the o' having been to meet the flood 
tide at the junction of the Raritan and Arthur Killand make use of it on the 

of the kill. Before the erection of the Raritan draw on the New York 
and loom Branch Railroad, it was usual to anchor at Sandy Point, the mouth 
ef the Raritan, and wait forthe flood. Butthe erection of the draw-bridge com- 
pelled the fleets to anchor above the draw, a process fi t with much risk 
and damage to pass a fleet through the Raritan draw, feet clear pee 
with the current. The fleets, th now wait above the draw until slack- 
water and through there, taking the fair tide up the kill. 

But w would be the effect upon this fleet if the 
erected? It will be just as dangerous to the 
to the draw in the Raritan. T ‘ore the 
aclear and uno! 
again below the pro , await a turn in the tide, and pass th 
draw against it. The same procedure must be followed by tows from 
South Amboy, they leaving those places on a favorable . Thisbridge would 
Ssetice result in an actual loss of one tide, or six hours, to every tow on the 

The time of a Delaware and Raritan tow-boat is worth $12 per hour. The time 
of the Perth Amboy towing line tug is worth $35 day, or for six hours $42.50. 
A fleet of thirty-two boats from Perth Amboy will be towed by two 
additional cost in tugs alone will be $85, and for the Delaware and tan 
$72, and this is entire) ea ep of the time of canal-boata, or 
ers and their crews. this item for a fleet of forty boats be taken at $3 per 
(a very low estimate), we have a loss of $192 in the case of a Delaware and Rar- 
itan tow. Such afieet will average 200tons per boat or 8,000tonsinall; thus the 
added cost will be 2.4 cents per ton, or on the 4,000,000 tons of coal annually con- 
veyed through the sound the large tax of $96,000. 

But this is not the actual or worse result to the floating commerce of the kill 
which is likely to follow the erection of a draw-bridge as proposed. 

The estimates of losses last given are based upon the premises that a tow of 
the dimensions now common to these waters could be passed through the 
posed draw opening. . 

I have endeavored to show 
tows at the site of the bridge, also the 
flexible fleet is shown contorted as it is at 
current. A glance at the map will show that some 
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in passing such a body safely through an opening 200 feet wide into which 1}. 
currents at an oblique angle. Again, the tows on the sound usua!ly r),,, 
together closely following each other, the same object (to take advantage of 1), 
favorable tide) being common to all. Maps A and C will show that the soun« 
is not a place where such a fleet could lay to or anchor without blocking up th. 
narrow passage to the injury and delay of all other navigation. 

It would be impossible to stop three or four of these fleets to await a change 
in the tide without absolutely blocking up the channel. This is proven ofte, 
in time of sudden fogs upon the sound aogunns tows to anchor. The wn. 
wieldy mass of the fleet becomes strung across the channel, and for the tim. 
being offers obstruction to or practically stopsall othernavigation. Unde; 
the head of “ Commerce,” a quotation was made from the president of the Pji;.. 
burgh Coal Exchange, alluding to the tying up of coal fleets on the Ohio, ang 
the great expense and risk attending the operation, but the Ohio is sey erg) 
times as wide as this stream, and the current is always in one direction. 

There seems to be no other opinion among boatmen but that the erection of 
the proposed bridge will compel the curtailment of the fleet. Mr. Isaac |. 
Fisher, nt of the Perth Amboy Towing Line and a boatman of long ex. 
— n these waters, estimates that the usual ficet of that line of thirty-tw, 

ts towed by two tugs must be cut down to eight fleets, of four boats and one 

tug each, so that the draw-opening can be safely d with a favorable tide. 

e additional cost would be $510 for the six ad tugs. The fleet of thirty- 

two boats would carry on an average 7,000 tons coal; therefore the added cos 

per ton is 7.3 cents, or on the 4,000,000 tons of coal annually carried past the pro- 
posed bridge site, $292,000. 

The actual price charged for towing such a fleet from Perth Amboy to New 
York is now about 3 cents per ton,so that the cost of towage would be more 


than a. 

The ve estimates only apply to large fleets. As to the single sailing ves. 
sels and tows of one, two, or three ae which form no mean portion of the com- 
merce of the kill, with wind and tide against her, i is doubtful if a sailing vesse| 
eould beat through the narrow opening of the draw at all, and if it were possible 
the risks of collision would be greater than the master would be warranted in 
assuming. 

Yor a number of years it has been the practice on the Charles River, Massa- 
chusetts, to charge an additional freight rate of 3 cents per ton of coal per draw- 
bridge passed through. 

This practice is mentioned in aletter from Messrs. H. and A. Morse & Co., whole 
sale coal-dealers, of Boston, to Maj. Charles W. Raymond, United States Engi- 
neers, printed on 514 of the report of the Chief of Engineers for 1884, and 
commented upon by Major Raymond in his report on page 513, preceding. It 
is also confirmed by Mr. Smith W. Haines, of Jersey City, who has for many 
years been interested in the chartering of vessels for coal to Eastern points. 
The draw-bridge openings of the Charles River are narrow as compared with 
the one . 

In addition to these charges must be taken into account the actual losses by 
collision with piers or fenders which it is impossible to prevent and which must 
certainly have the effect of raising the premium of marine insurance on vessels 
trading through the sound. The actual losses from these causes at five bridges 
on the Ohio are given on the authority of the Pittsburgh Coal Exchange ina 
report to the Chief of Engineers, and printed with his report 1871 Appendix B, 
page 429, as being the sum of $198,692. The period covered was for one bridg: 
six years and seven months, for the other four less than two years. 

These bridges are all built at a height of 70 to 90 feet above low-water level, 
with channel spans of from 300 to 400fect. The coal fleets consist of from six- 
teen to eighteen coal barges or ten coal boats, and the freight tonnage is from 
7,000 to 9,000 tons. 

Taking all these facts into consideration, I think it safe to estimate that the 
erection of a bridge as proposed will impose a tax of at least 6 cents per ton upon 
all classes of freight carried past the draw, or a total annual tax approximating 


000, 

The cleim has been made that the elevation of 30 feet above low water pro- 
posed for the bridge will enable the greater portion of the commerce of the kil! 
to pass under it. This claim I think on examination untenable. The top of 
smokestacks of tugs are usually more than 30 feet from water line, some of the 
towboats being large steamers 60 feet above water. 

A tow seldom is made up without containing several lighters, sloops, or schoon- 
ers with masts over 70 feet high, and they will be scattered through the tow from 
one end to the other so the draw can not be closed until the whole tow has 

,and the height of the floor can not affect the main obstruction. the piers 

n the channel, and the narrow channel way. No opening less than 450feet wil: 

fee the proper freedom to navigation now , and a floor 70 feet above 

igh water would still shut out some thousands of vessels per year unless a draw- 
span be provided also. 

The Steubenville bridge over the Ohio had a nee ade pe of 300 feet and was 
90 feet above low water. The board of engineers al y referred to, consist- 
ing of General G. K. Warren, Godfrey Weitzel, and. Col. William E. Merrill, 
recommend its widening at a cost of $200,414.50, and say: “‘This bridge has 
been a serious hinderance to navigation since it was built. It is unquestionable 
that bridges over the Ohio, tho’ * public necessity, area source of danger and 
loss to the navigation interest.” (See report Chief of Engineers 1871, pages 429, 
et seq. 

The principal traffic incommoded by this bridge was coal, amounting annu- 
ally at that period to about 2,500,000 tons. P ; 

It is claimed that the railroad traffic to be accommodated by the bridge will 
be of so much more importance to the community at large that the result of its 
erection will result in a net gain. 


The total receipts of principal staples at New York in the year 1885 were : 


| Value. 


528,536 | $19, 664,505 
66, 819, 557 
54, 497, 200 
29, 250, 000 


| 4,460, 965 170, 231, 262 
| 


are taken from the Journal of Commerce for January 
usual market quantities to gross 
on average market quotations for 1585. 


and flour is delivered by canal, 92 pct 
of the petroleum by pipe !ine. 
superintendent of the National 
be jeft out of any calculation of prob- 
as it is not likely any quantity will 
hes we have, tons, 2,341,425, 
that freight is evenly divided eesens 
over tu 

we Be eed to oareo nied 

freights, not including coa!. 

-front property. 
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The effect of the erection of the pro bridge upon the value of water- 
front and riparian rty along the New Jersey shore will be to depress it. 
Investigation into the effect the erection of the East River bridge has had 


u the value of the water-front property east of it shows that the actual gen- 
wn) depression has been at least 30 per cent. This depression is, believed to be 


eral 
permanent by parties familiar with the subject. 
This question was the su 


bridge unless all charges, damages, and loss should be borne by the consignee ; 


and as a consequence warehouses and property fronting on the East River have 
eonsiderably depreciated in value, and the tendency has been to divert business 


from this property to warehouses on the Brooklyn shore below the bridge.” 


On these points Michael Coleman, deputy tax commissioner ane city ap- 


praiser, test’ $ 
“That the water front from the bridge to Twenty-third street, which had 
been worth in ordinary times $7,000,000, had been depreciated 30 per cent. 
“That the city had met this depreciation by reducing the valuation fox taxa- 


tion of the principal storehouses from 20 to 40 per cent. That same class of 


y below the bridge had not depreciated. 
Proithat he 


had found the property on the Jersey shore and the east side of 


the Hudson as far as Seventy-second street increased as much in proportion as 
the decrease on the East River above the bridge.” 


Vernon H. Brown, at present agent of the Cunard Steamship Company, testi- 


fied that he had knowledge of a clause being inserted on charter parties for- 
bidding vessels to goabove the bridge; had himself sent such instructions, and 
would not have a vessel go above the bridge if he could help it. 

Capt. Ambrose Snow testifies that the bridge would injure the warehouses 
above it, and was a great detrinient to the free use of the river, and injured the 
harbor and commerce of New York. 

Richard C. Wiet, employed by the Standard Oil Saas, testified that the 
building of the bridge had injured the Hunter's Point works of the company ; 
thatowners of large vessels asa favor ask that the vessels be sent to Weehawken 
for oil; that the business at Weehawken was thus increased at the expense of 
Hunter’s Point. 

To verify these statements made in 1879 and discover whether the deprecia- 
tion then claimed had been permanent, I have conversed with Mr. A. B. Miller, 

use owner, 88 Pear] street, and the plaintiff in a suit in the United States 
circuit court for the southern district of New York against the mayor and al- 
derngpn of the city and the trustees of the Brooklyn bridge, and a gentleman 
perfectly familiar with the subject. 

lL also called upon Capt. Ambrose Snow, president of the Board of Trade and 
Transportation, and one of the best-known merchants and ship-owners of the 
city of New York. Both gentlemen assured me that the experience of the 
seven years since 1879 had corroborated the testimony here ven: that the de- 
preciation in real estate along the shore front above the bridge was fully 30 per 
cent. Mr. D. A. Nash, secretary of the board of commissioners of pilots, and 
Mr. Francis W. Houghton, of the Maritime Association, also confirmed 
these statements, and there is no trouble in proving them by overwhelming 
testimony. While this has been the effect of the East River bridge, 1,500 feet 
clear span and 135 feet in height, a nearer example to the land under consid- 
eration may be found in the Newark Bay bridge of the Central Railroad of 
New Jersey. The lands along the shore north and south of this bridge are sim- 
ilar as to all natural advantages. 

Before the bridge was built « channel 7 to 8 feet deep at low water extended 
from the coal-docks of the Central Railroad Company of New Jersey along the 
shore to the Newark Bay light-house. Thischannel isshown on the Coast Sur- 
vey meeot 1855, and witnesses can be produced who will testify to having taken 
vessels to Newark from Arthur Kill by that route. This channel has entirely 
disappeared above the bridge, and the reason can be found in causes chargea- 
ble to the bridge. Lands north of the bridge are worth not more than $200 per 
acre, while not 300 feet away land south of the bridge fronting on the water are 
worth unimproved $15,000 per acre. : 

These facts were weil shown out in the testimony of Mr. Charles W. Noyes, 
taken in the railroad-tax cases of 1882 and 1884. 

Information derived from owners of manufacturing establishments along the 
sound show that they have well-grounded fears of the regular closing of the 
channel in winter by ice if the bridge be built. The free access to their wharves 
in all seasons is a necessity; one company maintain a boat solely for the pur- 
pose of breaking up the floating ice. 

If the sound is closed for the winter many flourishing industries must go else- 
where, and the shore-front, which now offers the best facilities to such interests 
wu a main water way, will become of far less value,and the water way will 

ik to the position of a canal. 

Ninth, Action of Government engineers upon question of bridging other nav- 
igable channels, and _emees with the channel in question. 

only other navigable channels under control of the United States Gov- 

atall comparable with Arthur Kill in magnitude and importance of 

interest involved, upon which the question of the erection of bridges 

are the East River, the Detroit River, and the Hudson. 

has been bridged with a span of 1,500 feet and 135 feet high. 

ee of the port of New York it can not be denied 

detrimental. Nothing but the necessity for communications between 

population of the two cities of New York and Brooklyn can justify or 
the damage inflicted upon the harbor. 

made to bridge the Detroit River at Detroit and other 

successfully defeated by the navigation interests of the 

is also the case with all projects to bridge the Hudson 


y. 
railroads interested in bridging the Detroit River were the Grand Trunk, 
Michigan Central,and the Great Western. These roads 
all their freights and pow across this stream. 
the report of the Chief of Engineers, United States Army, for 1874, page 
587, will be found a report of a board of engineers, consisting of General G. K. 
Warren, General C. B. Comstock, General Hertzel, Col. W. E. Merrill, 


yal R. Livermore on the question of briding the channel between 
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and Erie. 


claim was made by the railroad companies that as a draw-bridge on the 
Cilaae libved aosnmmnndonea forty-three seven hundred and thirty- 


Ww coat pose the commerce of the Detroit 

the cheek remarked that the River can not be compared to 

} , there being no current. gs rarely take through more 

than one at a time, and sometimes two tugs to one vessel ; and the sides 
of the stream are docked, serving as fenders. 
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bject of examination by the committce on commerce 
and navigation of the New York Assembly in 1879; some 789 printed pages of 
testimony was taken, and the committee reported that it was clearly established 
“that the bridge when completed will obstruct the navigation of the port of 
New York to the extent of requiring all vessels with masts above the height of 
135 feet in passing the bridge to lower some portjon of their masts. That the 
owners of dock property above the bridge have been deterred from making 
requisite modern improvements to retain this shipping. That the lessees of 
this dock property were unwilling to take leases, except from year to year, un- 
less at greatly sedeeel rates, and that orders have in some cases been sent to 
their nts by owners of vessels loading in foreign ports for New York to have 
conditions inserted in the charters of these vessels not to discharge above this 








The average width of the Saint Clair River, navigable for boats of 16 feet 
draught, was 2,000 feet 

Nine million one hundred and sixteen thousand five hundred and seventy 
tons actual freight passed Detroit in 1872. 

The observations of the board in regard to number of times the draw would 
have to be kept open and the periods of time in a month have been given under 
the head of “Commerce of the Kill.” The president of the Michigan Central 
Railroad Company proposed that the draw be closed for thirty times a day fora 
space of ten minutes each time, to allow of the passage of trains; but this the 
board considered could not be allowed, due regard being had to navigation. 

At that time a company had been formed to construct a tunnel under the 
river. The estimated cost was $2,650,000. Considerable work has since been 
done upon this project, but the cost overrunning the estimates and unforgeen 
difficulties arising, the work has been abandoned for the present. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that these conditions are not unlike the 
conditions existing on Arthur Kill with the important differences, that at De- 
troit four trunk lines of railroad are completely cut, with no possible way of 
making connection except by a tunnel or bridge. Here, we have one proposed 
trunk line, which out of many miles of water front available at the owner's price, 
prefers to select this route to the detriment of other more important interests. 
The Western stream is 2,000 feet wide, Arthur Kill but 700. 

No fear is expressed of shoaling the channel of the Detroit River by the erec- 
tion of piers, while there is great danger from this source at Arthur Kill. The 
Detroit River is closed by ice some months in the year. Arthur Kill is open all 
the year round. The registered tonnage of both streams differs slightly and in 
favor of the kill. 

The conclusion of the board is summed up as follows: 

First. That a bridge giving clear headway of 150 feet and clear span of 400 
feet would not seriously impede navigation. 

Second. No bridge giving passage to vessels by draw alone, with draw span 
at present practicable, can be permitted without serious injury to navigation. 

Third. That a bridge giving aclear opening of 700 feet from April 1 to Decem- 
ber 1, with two draw openings 100 feet in the clear,and with the permanent 
foundations of its movable piers 18 feet below lowest stage of water, will not 
be a serious obstruction to navigation. 

Fourth, For the reasons heretofore given, alfhough the question has not been 
directly referred to it, the board deemed the crossing of the river by tunnels the 
only unobjectionable method, and from all the information they have obtained 
think a tunne! at Detroit or Stony Island is by no means impracticable at a cost 
not so great as to debar its construction. 

The United States engineers in the Ohio uniformly demand clear spai.s of at 
least 400 feet. 

Viewing the subject under consideration in the light of these decisions it is 
difficult to see how the proposed structure over Arthur Kill can receive the 
sanction of the United States engineers. 

Tenth. Other means of crossing the stream which will not interfere with nav- 
igaton interests. 

There is no good reason except the cost of the work why this stream should 
not be crossed by a tunnel under itsbed. Theunderlying rock,asshown by the 
State geological survey, is sandstone. The tunnel need not in its deepest part 
be more than 50 feet below low water. It could be constructed in an open cut, 
section by section, in caissons, and the arch protected from anchors or other 
weights which might be dropped upon it. The grades to reach such a tunnel 
would not be excessive. 

In comparison with the Detroit tunnel, the Hudson River tunnel, or the tun- 
nel just completed under the bed of the Mersey between Liverpool and Birken- 
head, the work would be child’s play and the cost a mere fraction. 

The new Mersey tunnel shows the jealous care which Liverpool exercises over 
her harbor and water communications. 

This is 3 miles long, excavated through sandstone rock. 

The item of cost should not be allowed to come into consideration. 

The injury that would be inflicted upon commerce at present and for all time 
by the proposed bridge is so much more in actual money value than the high- 
est possible estimate that could be made for a tunnel], that such arguments should 
be thrown aside. 

If it is necessary for the general good for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to 
have its terminal on Staten Island, the additional cost should not stand in the 


way of protecting interests as important as these now threatened by the pro- 
posed structure. 


All these facts are respectfully submitted. 
They are all susceptible of legal proof when necessary. 
Certain points may require to be enlarged upon as developments arise in the 
discussion, but I believe the whole ground is covered in its engineering aspect. 
Very respectfully, 


E. W. HARRISON, Civil Engineer. 


Mr. President, the people who use this passage between Raritan and 
New York have grown up onit. It was the first great means of com- 
munication originally between New Amsterdam and the settlements to 
the south and west of it, the other means being the Hudson River to the 
north and west of it. Before the days of railroads the great transporta- 
tion companies that furnished all the products either imported or manu- 
factured in New York and in the New England States and that brought 
any return they could from the West, used this line of communication; 
and the very people who are to-day engaged in the towing and who own 
these steamers and vessels are the successors of the men of one hundred 
years ago who opened up this first line of communication to the West. 
They grew from their small commencements until to-day some of them 
are large, powerful corporations and have a great deal of money in- 
vested in their business. 

I repeat, as far as the railroad companies are concerned there is no 
opposition from any railroad company in New Jersey or Pennsylvania 
ot which I have any knowledge who have ever spoken to me about it 
except that which comes from affiliated companies owning vessels on 
this stream and which they think they have a natural right to navi- 
gate. While they will not object to a tunnel or they will not object to 
a fair bridge, they can not see how Congress will deliberately strike at 
their rights, their capital, their earnings, their savings, for a road which 
has no existence in fact and which has never turned a spadeful of the 
soil of New Jersey to make it. 

Lhave listened with some interest to the argument of the Senator 
from Missouri and the Senator from Oregon on the legal side of this 
question. I have carefully looked at it, and without the technical 
knowledge necessary to enable me to compete with those gentlemen in 
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a matter of that kind, I have prepared a brief which I think will show 
that there are two sides even to that case. 

This bill, in express terms, confers upon a New Jersey corporation, 
the Baltimore and New York Railroad Company—that is, the company 
which owns the small 6 miles of road on paper in the State of New 
Jersey, to which I referred, and which never done any work—the 
franchise of constructing and maintaining a railway bridge across the 
Staten Island Sound, that is to say, both within the boundaries and 
across the territory of the State of New Jersey and within the bound- 
aries and across the territory of the State of New York; and also con- 
fers upon a New York corporation (the Staten Island Rapid Transit 
Company ) the same franchise. Whether the franchise is joint and only 
exercisable by both, or several, and exercisable by either, is immaterial, 
as it is beyond the power of Congress to confer either the joint or sev- 
eral franchise upon both or either of these corporations. 

The Fedeffl and the State Legislatures are separate and independent 
sovereignties within the respective limits of their constitutional powers, 
and stand, within those limits, in the same relation to each other as do 
the several State Legislatures. Neither can exercise or limit the con- 
stitutional powers of the other, and it is decisively adjudged by the 
Federal Supreme Court that the Legislature of one State can not confer 
franchises upon a corporation created by another State: 

It is true thata corporation by the name and style of the plaintiffs (the OLis 


aud Mississippi Railroad Company) appears to have been chartered by the 


States of Indiana and Ohio, clothed with the same ca) ties and powers, and 


intended to accomplish the same objects, and it is spoken of in the laws of the 
States as one corporate body, exercising the same powers and fulfilling the 
same duties in both States. Yetithas no legal existence in either State except 
by the law of the State. And neither State could confer on it a corporate exist- 
ence in the other, nor add to or diminish the powers there to be exercised. It 
may, indeed, be composed of and represent, under the corporate name, the same 
-natural persons, but the legal entity or person which exists by force of law can 
have no existence beyond the State or sovereignty which brings it into life and 
endues it with its faculties and powers. (Ohio and Mississippi Railroad Com- 
pany vs. Wheeler, 1 Black, 297.) 

And the same court affirms this doctrine in a recent case, and adjudges 
that such legislation by se te States has simply the effect of creating 
two separate corporations ‘‘acting in each State according to the powers 
locally bestowed, as distinctly as though they had nothing in common 
either as to name, capital, ormembership.’’ (Clark vs. Barnard, 108 
United States, 452.) 

If, then, the intent of this act is, as the act clearly expresses it to be, 
to confer an additional franchise upon a New Jersey corporation to be 
exercised both in New Jersey and New York, and an additional fran- 
chise upon a New York corporation to be exercised both in New York 
and New Jersey, such intent is clearly beyond the powers of Congress 
to accomplish. Admitting, for the present, that the Federal Govern- 

.ment has power to construct bridges within the territory of New Jer- 
sey, it is clear that it can exercise its power only by its own agents, 
natural or artificial; and if it wills to construct the proposed bridge 
over Staten Island Sound by a corporate agent it must create a corpora- 
tion for that purpose. 

Thus when the Federal Government determined to exercise its powers 
in respect to the Federal currency, &c., through corporate agents it nec- 

essarily created the national banks for that purpose; for it is surely 
clear that it could not have conferred upon State banks, having only 
the franchise of receiving and investing deposits, the additional fran- 
chises of discount and issue. And if the Federal Government had 
availed itself of State banks already holding the franchises of discount 

and issue, it is clear that it would have been because in that case the 

Federal Government would have availed itself of the exercise by the 
State banks, in the execution of the Federal agency, of franchises al- 

ready conferred upon them by the State. 

The bill No. 121 is not apt to create a bridge corporation, and if Con- 
gress asserts the power to construct this bridge and to create a corpora- 
tion as its agent for that purpose, it should not resort to indirection to 
accomplish its ends. The dignity of Congress requires that its grants 
should be clear and explicit, and not be couched in terms which upon 
their face import the conferring of additional franchises upon the creat- 
ures of the States. If Congress can confer, it must be because it has 
legislative dominion over the corporation, and if it has such dominion 
it can also takeaway; the result would be that Congress has unlimited 
power to amend the charters of State vorporations. 

But it may be said that Congress merely intends to give the Federal 
assent to such interruption of the navigation of the Staten Island Sound 
as will be occasioned by a bridge already authorized by Statelaw. The 
terms of this act are peculiarly inapt for such They purport 
to give original authority to construct the bridge, and not merely to 
permit the partial invasion of the navigation right; and the report of 
the Senate committee avows that to be the intent of the act. 

It is necessary therefore to consider the power of the Federal Govern- 
ment to construct a bridge within the territory of New Jersey and upon 
and over the lands of the State without its consent. This power is 
boldly claimed in the report of the Senate committee as a necessary in- 
cident to the constitutional power of Congress to regulate commerce in 
general and the commerce between the States. 

It is obvious that the power to construct a bridge is limited to its con- 
struction for the public use, and ineludes the power of taking by the 
‘‘eminent domain’’ such land as may be necessary for the construction 
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thereon of the ‘‘towers’’ of a suspension bridge, or the abutments an 
piers, or piles, supporting such a structure as is described in Senate }j)! 
No. 121, and of crossing over the land underneath the structure by 4 
permanent occupation of such crossings. 

That the land intended to be appro riated and occupied under the au- 
thority of this act, from ordinary ~ eam mark to the middle thread 
of Staten Island Sound is the sole property of the State of New Jersey 
has been abundantly settled by the Federal Supreme Court. 

It is not necessary to state particularly the charters and grants under w)\: |, 
they (plaintiffs) claim. They are all set out in the special verdict in the cas: 
Martin vs. Waddell, reported in 16 Peters, 367. The title claimed by the propric- 
tors in that case was the same with the title upon which the plaintiff now re|\.. 
And upon very full argument and consideration in the case referred to, 1}: 
court were of opinion that the soil under the public navigable waters of [::. 
New Jersey belonged to the State, and not to the proprietors, and the decis; 
in that case must govern this. (Den vs. Jersey Company, 15 How.., 432.) 

And the same court in another case adjudged as follows: 

This supposed compact (between the United States and the State of Ala!) 
is nothing more than a regulation of commerce, to that extent, among the <.\- 
eral States, and can have no controlling influence in the decision of the case |\«- 
fore us, This right of eminent domain over the shores and soils under | 
aevigume waters, for all municipal pur, , belongs exclusively to the States 
withig their respective territorial jurisdictions, and they, and they only, hav. 
the constitutional power to exercise it. To give to the United States the riz)\ 
to transfer to a citizen the title to the shores and soils under navigable wat. rs 
would be placing in their hands a weapon which might be wielded greatly ‘, 
the injury of State sovereignty and deprive the States of the power to exercis 
@ numerous and important class of police powers. (Pollard's Lessee vs. Hay 
3 How., 230.) 

And one of the conclusions at which the court finally arrived is stated 
on the same page as follows: 

First. The shores of navigable waters and the soils under them were 1. 
granted by the Constitution to the United States, but were reserved to the Sta‘. 
respectively. 

And the same court has with equal distinctness affirmed the ruling 
in 3 Howard above cited by its judgment in the following cases: Goo!- 
title vs. Kibbe, 9 How., 471; Doe vs. Beebe, 13 How., 25. If theState 
of New Jersey then has title in fee to the shores and soils under thy 
navigable waters of Staten Island Sound, it also has the incidents of such 
title and is the owner thereof ab imo usque ad celum; nor can the Unite: 
States or any — or corporation by its authority construct an a)ut- 
ment on the shore or erect piers or piles upon the soil under the wate: 
of Staten Island Sound, nor stretch a bridge or viaduct through the 
air above such soil, except by the consent of the State. Nor has the 
Federal Government ever pretended to exercise such power; nor has 
the Federal court ever adju the existence of such power. The 
Senate committee have avowed that the power exists and has been re- 
peatedly exercised, but an examination of the cases will show that in 
all of them the States owning the shores and soil under the naviga)! 
waters permitted by Congress to be crossed by a bridge had previous!) 
authorized the construction of such bridge, or was acquiescing therein 

Such was the fact in Pennsylvania vs. Wheeling, &c., Bridge Compan y 
(13 How., 518); P lvania vs. Wheeling, &c., Bridge Company (| ~ 
How., 421); Wilson vs. Blackbird, &c., Company (2 Pet., 250); Gilman 
vs. Philadelphia (3 Wall., 713); Ne &c,, Company vs. Ward (2 
Black., 485); The Clinton Bridge (10 Wall., 454); Bridge Company ©. 
United States (105 U.S., 470); er vs. Mayorof New York (109 U. ». 
385). Innoneof these cases is therean intimation from either bar or court 
that Congress had power to construct or empower another to construc! 
a bridge across a navigable stream within the limits of a State. On 
the contrary, in every case the reasoning and the judgment of the Su- 
preme Federal Court are accordant with the authoritative enunciation 
of that court in Gilman vs. Philadelphia (3 Wallace, 713, &c.). 
page 724 the court say as follows: 

Comm i vigation. The to late comme omp! 
hends a encteiitie det pana and No the eulenie necessary, of all the ; nav- 
i eres of the — . ees which a —— State er tl 
t nw they . ‘or rpose are the ec rty of th 
nation, and subject to all the soanliee ion by Geleien. This necessa- 
ril the power to keep them open and free from any obstruction to thi: 

by the States or otherwise, to remove such obstructio:s 
by such sanctions as they may deem pro)! 
the evil and for the punishment of offenders. |} 
Congress possesses all the powers which existed in the Stats 
the adoption of the national Constitution, and which have always ex's'«'! 
in the Parliament in England. 
And on page 725 of the same case the court further speaksas follow 

We will now turn our attention to the rights and powers of the States w!' |) 


On 


no powers but such as have been dele 
1 butsuch as they have surrendered. The pow'r 


Government 
. The States have 
building of bridges is not to be found in the Federal! Const' 


been from the States. It must reside somewhere. 
was adopted, and they have it still. 

This authoritative and specific definition and limitation of the Fed: « 

over navigable waters within the territories of the States, «| 

i determination that the exclusive of constructinz 

over such waters is and always has vested in the State- 

i of the report of the Senate committee and covc!''" 
demonstrates this bill to be unconstitutional and void. 

by Federal authority to violate a State statute whic! 

the construction of any bridge across the Staten Island Sou’ 

Laws of New Jersey 1878, page 343), toseize upon the lan‘ 

State of New Jersey and donate them to the perpetual use 0! + 


They 
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corporation created by itself and a corporation created by the State of 
New York, and, as openly avowed by the Senate committee, this spo- 
liation is to be neal for the use of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road Company, a corporation of the State of Maryland, and this is to 
be accomplished in despite of the protest of the State of New Jersey 
twice repeated, through joint resolutions adopted by its Legislature, 
and presented by its Senators and Representatives to both Houses of 
Congress. 

Mr. President, there is no doubt about the feasibility of a tunnel at 
the point named. The channel itself being only about 600 feet wide, 
all the surrounding cireumstances are such as are favorable to the con- 
struction and maintenance and repair of a tunnel; but failing in the 
eunnel, while the State of New Jersey objects very strongly to anything 
that looks like a bridge that would obstruct navigation across what is 
to it and to its citizens this most important channel, I would not have 
any hesitation in being favorable myself to a reasonably fair bridge. 
And if the Senate do not think the proposition of my colleague for a 
tunnel is a proper one, there is in the immediate vicinity of this pro- 
posed crossing a point where the channel widens out to a thousand feet 
and where there is an island in the exact center of it where the con- 
struction of a bridge 70 feet high would relieve four-fifths of the com- 
merce of the sound, as it would enable the railroad company to give a 
span about four or five hundred feet wide leaving on the other side a 
small draw which would reduce the expense in that particular. I 
should think this 700-foot bridge with its approaches could very readily 
be constructed at an additional cost of $500,000. 

I have shown conclusively to my own satisfaction, and I think to that 
of any fair gentleman who will look into it, that the absolute increased 
cost in the handling of the different products through this bridge in its 
present condition would amount to more than this $500,000 per year. 

There is no reason in the world why people like these, engaged all 
their lives in this particular branch of business, having all their capital 
invested in it, should be absolutely destroyed as you propose to do here 
for anything that will reduce the usefulness or add to the cost of trans- 
portation of a ton of coal. There is no reason why it should be done 
in the interest of a corporation if there is a corporation that is to build 
this bridge. Ifthere is a great powerful company that will build a 
bridge across this kill, and if the interests of interstate commerce re- 
quire it, there is no reason why a bridge should bear hardly on the 
commerce of the stream, there is no reason why they should not add 
$500,000 or a million dollars to the expense if that will give them all 
they require, and if it will save harmless the people who have enjoyed 
their nautical rights so long and who have their capital invested in 
their water craft. 

If the amendment of my colleague for the construction of a tunnel 
shall not meet with the approbation of the Senate, I will offer some 
amendments which will increase the height of the proposed bridge and 
locate it at the point I have indicated about half a mile off. 

Mr. GORMAN. Mr. President, I do not desire to consume more 
than a few minutes of the time of the Senate to meet one or two points 
presented by the Senators from New Jersey in opposition to the con- 
struetion of this bridge. 

Both the Senators from New Jersey dwelt at considerable length and 
with emphasis upon the fact that this bridge is mainly intended to ac- 
commodate the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The Baltimore and 
Ohio company, as is known to everybody, is a corporation of the State 
of Maryland, and, therefore, I took no part in the Committee on Com- 
merce in the determination of this question. The Pennsylvania Rail- 
road also passes through the State of Maryland, and I am correct in 
saying that it has more miles of track within the State of Maryland 
than has the Baltimore and Ohio company. : 

T have been always, in the Legislature of my own State and here, in 
favor of giving to all railroad corporations such facilities as would en- 
able them to transact the public business and place them all upon an 
exactequality. Iwould not restrict the Pennsylvania Railroad or the 
Baltimore and Ohio, but the line of the Baltimore and Ohio north from 
Baltimoreto-day practically terminates at Philadelphia. It is making 
an effort to reach the harbor of New York, and has behind it 3,000 
miles of railroad extending throughout the West as far as Chicago and 
Saint Louis. Itdesires to reach the port of New York in order to com- 
pete with other trunk lines, and which, as I think, will have the effect 
of reducing the cost of transportation to the people of this country. 

But, Mr. President, before the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
pany had the slightest interest in the construction of this bridge the 
measure was brought here as a local matter. It was brought here by 
the of a railroad on Staten Island, and they came asking pre- 

" same privileges that are asked for to-day, to construct over 
this kill a bridge that would accommodate any road that should reach 
the banks of the kill so as to get over to Staten Island and utilize the 
immense water front and the deep water on the ocean side of the island. 
The Committee on Commerce treating it as a local matter, with no con- 
nection then with any other line, were unanimous in reporting a bill 
substantially the same as the one before the Senate to-day. 

The objection urged is not that it will be a great obstruction to com- 
oa it will obstruct all the interstate commerce passing down 
this kill and through the Delaware and Raritan Canal, and through 





the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, and then down the Chesapeake 
Bay into the sounds south of Norfolk. If that were so, I myself would 
be opposed to the construction of a bridge across this kill. But what 
is the fact? Of all the commerce that passes up and down the Arthur 
Kill and goes through this line of canal, 90 per cent. is in barges and 
canal-boats, all of which, including the steamers that tow them, can 
pass under this bridge 32 feet high. There is but 10 per cent. of the 
sailing vessels that pass up and down this kill that can not pass under 
the bridge, and not one of them can go there unless it is towed. The 
width ef the kill is 600 feet at the greatest extreme. The actual width 
of the kill for navigation purposes is about 400 feet, on account of the 
shoals on either side. 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER] asks me to repeat 
what I said about the towage. I say that 90 per cent. of all the im 
mense tonnage that passes up and down the kill is in flat-boats, canal- 
boats, and barges that have no masts, and hence can pass under this 
bridge without opening the draw; and only 10 per cent. would require 
the draw to be opened, and of that 10 per cent. not a single vessel 
passes through under sail; they must all be towed by steamers. 

If the statements of the Senators from New Jersey were accurate, that 
this draw would be required to be open nearly the entire time, the 
management of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad would not desire to 
construct a bridge there; they would not haveit. They know that 
there is an immense tonnage passing there, and their object was natur 
ally, when they concluded to buy the controiling interest in the Staten 
Island enterprise, to have a passage across that kill which would best 
facilitate their own commerce, and they made a very careful examina 
tion as to the approaches, whether a tunnel was feasible, and I have 
no question myself, from the examination which I have given (and | 
believe any Senator will be so convinced by looking at one of the Gov- 
ernment maps), that the construction of a tunnel there within the cost 
of $5,000,000 would be impracticable. There can be no question as to 
this statement. On the west side the marsh extends for about 2 miles, 
and before you could make an approach to a tunnel you must reach a 
high point so that the water will not overflow it. 

An attempt has been made to increase the facilities of crossing the 
North River by constructing a tunnel from Jersey City across to New 
York; but the undertaking has been found so expensive that there has 
not been money enough raised in this country to make a great tunnel 
for the Pennsylvania Railroad and the Erie Railroad and all the other 
lines that have their termination at Jersey City and Hoboken, and the 
engineers without exception say that it is not feasible within a reason- 
able cost. 

Now look at the commerce that passes up and down this kill. The 
greater portion of if goes through the Raritan River and then through 
the Delaware and Raritan Canal. It passes through a bridge on the 
Raritan River not higher than the one proposed by this bi!l witha 
draw of 200 feet in the channebf a river that is only 125 fect in width, 
and then into a canal that is 80 feet in width and 19 feet in depth. 
Talk about interruptions to trade! Why, sir, all the trade going 
through this kill passes through a bridge with a draw less than 200 feet 
without interruption. Five million tons per annum have passed that 
one pointalone. The truth is that 90 per cent., at least 3,000,000 tons, 
of that can pass under the bridge without the opening of the draw. 
And yet gentlemen say that it is not feasible, that it is impossible to 
take one of these long tows through a space of 216 feet without dam- 
age at the pier. AsI have shown you, it passes up the Raritan River 
and the channel there is only 125 feet. It is not possible for the inter- 
state commerce to be interfered with by this bridge. 

The Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON] asks me how much 
passes up the Raritan River. It is almost impossible to get the data, 
but a very large amount of it, The Senator from New Jersey in that 
connection made the point—and if he had been correct in his facts it 
would have been a point of great force against the construction of a 
bridge across the Raritan River—that the tonnage of the Delaware and 
Raritan had fallen off from 5,000,000 tons to 2,000,000. The construc- 
tion of the bridge has had naught to do with the falling off of that ton- 
nage. The fact is that the Pennsylvania Railroad when it bought the 
railroads of New Jersey bought with them the Delaware and Raritan 
Canal, and made such a rate on the transportation of coal that the whole 
body of the tonnage which formerly passed over the canal now passes 
over the railroad, which runs parallel with the canal. 

Mr. GEORGE. How far from it? 

Mr. GORMAN. It is on the banks, parellel with the canal. The 
same company owns the canal and owns the railroad. It is their in- 
terest not alone in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, but it is the interest 
of railroads everywhere to transfer freights from the canals. The ton- 
nage of the Delaware and Raritan Canal has fallen off from five or six 
million to two or three million tons, but that is not owing to the con- 
struction of the bridge on the Raritan River. 

At Chicago, as this report states, 99 per cent. of all the tonnage that 
passes down the Chicago River from the lake passes through one bridge, 

and about 60 per cent. of it passes through three or four bridges the 
| draws of which are all Jess in span than the one we propose here. 
There is no bridge at Boston, with all the vast commerce of that great 
city, that exceeds this in length. There are forty bridges in the State 
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of New Jersey, all authorized by the action of that State, from 70 feet 
to 170 feet in length, over various streams many of which run into 
Newark Bay, and the Pennsylvania Railroad crosses them witha draw 
less than 60 feet. The great city of Newark, with 160,000 inhabitants 
and all its immense trade, has a bridge with a draw less than 80 feet. 
So they are dotted all over the State, and there has been no obstruction 
to commerce caused thereby and no claim of it until now. 

Mr. President, my friend from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON] pro- 
poses atunnel. Ido not intend to say more about it than that it is 
not feasible at a reasonable cost and will prevent for a long time this 
road having an outlet to New York harbor. The other Senator from 
New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] says if that is not adopted he will propose 
an amendment requiring the bridge to be located at a different point 
and 70 feet in height. That proposition, if acceded to, would not ben- 
efit commerce in any way. Seventy feet in height would not permita 
masted vessel to pass through without a draw. 

Mr. SEWELL. The point I suggest is over halfa mile from the pres- 
ent structure, where the stream-widens out to a thousand feet and where 
there is an island in the center. My proposition is for a bridge 70 feet 
high, with a clear span on one side of say 400 feet and with a draw on 
the other side, so that the great body of the commerce of this stream 
which goes by the large tows may go clear and unobstructed in the 400- 
foot span. 

Mr. GORMAN. I have shown that the greater portion of the com- 
merce which passes up and down the kill passes in a channel 125 feet 
in width. One hundred and twenty-five feet width of channel is found 
sufficient for the great tows that pass up and down. 

Mr.SEWELL. Will the Senator inform us where the channel is 125 
feet wide? 

Mr. GORMAN. In the Raritan River. 

Mr.SEWELL. The tonnage coming from the Raritan River is not 
more than 20 per cent. of the whole tonnage of Arthur Kill. 

Mr, GORMAN, ‘The draw in the Raritan River bridge is 200 feet, 
but the width of the channel is only 125 feet; and it is perfectly well 
known that there is no difficulty and never has been any with the ton- 
nage of the Raritan and Delaware Canal. At this point the stream is 
to be left with a channel 216 feet in width—as wide as any river in this 
country—when the bridge is constructed as the bill provides, which will 
be wide enough for all the tows that come down the Hudson River; 
wider than the tows that go down the Monongahela and Allegheny 
Rivers, and there are no such tows on any of the Western waters. A 
bridge 32 feet high will admit 90 per cent. of the commerce that 
up and down the kill, and the draw will only have to be opened for 10 
per cent. of it. 

Mr.SEWELL. It is not creditable to the business capacity and in- 
telligence of the Senator from Maryland to make a statement that this 
proposed draw is wider than the openings in the bridges on the Ohio 
River. The Ohio River bridges are ired to have spans three or four 
hundred feet wide; I think the smallest is 300 feet; and there have been 
difficulties even with 300-foot openings and all the requirements there 
imposed. We have advanced in the science of bridge construction so 
that 500-foot spans are now feasible. 

Mr. GORMAN. The Senator from New Jersey did not understand 
me. I say that the longest draw-bridge to-day in this country is 200 
feet. 

Mr. SEWFLL. I was talking about spans. In the Ohio River the 
bridges are so high that they do not practically require the draw ex- 
cept in extreme high water. 

Mr. GORMAN. There are no draws, as I understand, on the Ohio 
River bridges, and the spans are much greater than elsewhere; but upon 
all the rivers of this country where you have bridges with draws not 
one of them exceeds 200 feet. My frignd from Missouri tells me the 
longest on the MissisSippi River is 200 feet. Isit possible that the com- 
merce passing in towboats, canal-boats, and barges on the Arthur Kill 
requires greater.space than all the commerce passing up and down the 
Mississippi River? 

Now, Mr. President, as to the construction of a high bridge, 70 feet; 
that would not give greater facilities than a bridge 32 feet high; but 
it would add to the cost of this structure. The difference is between 
$450,000 and $1,510,000. Besides, if placed at the proposed point for 
the high bridge, the railroad officials believe it would be an obstruction 
to the through freights of this country. But howeverthat may be, the 
bill as reported by the Committee on Commerce provides that the loca- 
tion and height of the bridge shall be in the discretion of the War De- 
partment; that the engineers, who are not interested in either company, 
who have no interest except to see that proper facilities are given, shall 
locate this bridge at any point upon the kill and determine its height 
provided it shall not be less than 32 feet. 

Mr. President, all the great cities between here and Boston are crossed 
by these very railroads, and one of them has draw-bridges with 
less'span than the one proposed in this bill. The Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, as well as the Baltimore and Ohio road, in Maryland, in Penn- 
mp and in New Jersey, has bridges over na streams where 


bridge that would interfere with this great inland water way, which | 
hope to see improved and taken out of the hands of private parties anq 
made a highway by the Government of the United States. 

Mr. President, I shall not detain the Senate longer. 

Mr. GIBSON. Ishould like to ask a question of the Senator from 
Maryland. He stated $5,000,000 as the cost of the construction of a 
tunnel. I ask him whether he has any data on that point? 

Mr. GORMAN. The Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE] read a state- 
ment made by the second vice-president of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, in which he said that owing to the marshy ground on the 
western side that approach to the tunnel would necessarily be of great 
length, making the approaches and the tunnel itself 4,5; miles in length, 
and that the cost of it would not be less than $5,000,000. That was 
a careful estimate. Taking the experience of the attempt to construct 
a tunnel under the Hudson River from Jersey City to New York, where 
millions of dollars have already been invested and it has bafiled the 
best engineerirg skill of this country, it would not be safe to say that 
it could be done within the $5,000,000; and hence they came to the 
conclusion, and I think that will strike any practical mind as being 
correct, that no tunnel and no crossing of the kill could be had within 
reasonable cost except by a bridge. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. President, were it not to answer some o! 
the extraordinary statements of the Senator from Maryland I should 
not ask the Senate to listen to me any farther on this bill. 

First, as to the tunnel scheme, we have here to-day astatement made 
by engineers in the interest that seeks this legislation, and given evi- 
dently to the Senate as a reason why the amendment I have had the 
honor to offer should not be accepted, putting the probable cost of the 
tufinel at $5,000,000. 

Now, sir, I wish to present to the Senate a state of fact touching the 
construction of other tunnels, and then leave it to the intelligence of 
the Senate to decide. 

Through what is known as the Bergen Hill, near Jersey City, in the 
county of Hudson, there are two railroad tunnels constructed, each 1 
mile in length, through solid trap rock, the hardest rock known, the 
hardest to work. They are each about a mile in length, 80 feet below 
the surface of the ground. The contract price for building one of those 
tunnels was $800,000, and the cost of building the other was about a 
million dollars. 

What are the conditions where this proposed tunnel is to be built? 
All the reports in the possession of the Senate go to show that 10 or 12 
feet below the surface of the ground is solid sandstone. The sandstone 
crops out in the bed of the stream. It is easy to excavate and very easy 
to protect after it has been excavated by arching it over. 

hey propose to build a bridge to be 32 feet above low water. | 
propose to build a tunnel which shall go an equal distance, or say 4() 
feet, under the surface. Now willsome Senator rise in his place and 
say as @ common-sense proposition that it is necessary to have that 
tunnel with its approaches more than 1 mile in length from one end 
to the other for crossing a stream 600 feet in width, with solid sand- 
stone from which to excavate the approaches and to build up, if you 
please, retaining-walls. No intelligent engineer or railroad man wil! 
come before the Senate of the United States and say that the probable 
cost of building a tunnel at this point across that stream, so that the 
navigation of the stream shall not interfere with the transit of the 
trains or the trains interfere with the commerce of the stream, would 
amount to any such sum. The statement is so absurd and unreason- 
able that its falsity appears on its very face. 

There was one other thing touched by the Senator from Maryland of 
which I wish to speak. He spoke of the tonnage of the Raritan River 
and the canal and the great water way to the South. He spoke of the 
commerce of the Raritan River as being the major part of the com- 
merce of Arthur Kill. I have read from the report of Major Gillespie, 
who is accepted as authority by the committee, that while the com- 
merce of that canal at one time was 5,500,000 tons annually, and con- 
tinued to increase after it went into the ion of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company until the Raritan bridge was built, which was built 
across the mouth of the Raritan River where it empties into the kill, 
and that after that bridge was built the difficulties encountered in the 
navigation of the Raritan River were so great that the commerce fel! 
off to 2,300,000 tons, and why? For the very best of reasons, and tor 
a reason that is unanswerable as to the location and construction 0! 
this 

Now, what is it? When that bridge was built across the Raritan 
with a draw of 200 fect, a tow coming down the Raritan River dare not 
go through the draw when the tide was ebbing, but it was forced to 

to anchor above the bridge, the channel of which the Senator 
Maryland says is 125 feet wide. Instead of that being true, tle 
iles long where it crosses the Raritan, and there 1s 
a basi almost cover the whole city of Washington. 
A tow comes down the river and has to anchor until such time as the 


vigable 
e commerce is very considerable, and all less than the one proposed 
in this bill, and yet they do not interfere with commerce. 
As I have said before, I myself would oppose the construction of any 
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ing of the bridge. Now of the 16,000,000 tons which pass through the 
kill but 2,300,000 tons pass through the Raritan River. 

Mr. GORMAN. The Senator does not intend to misrepresent me. 
I did not say 16,000,000 tons pass through the Raritan River. I said 
that prior to the Pennsylvania Railroad Company getting possession of 
the Delaware and Raritan Canal the tonnage of the canal had increased 
to five or six millions, but that it had fallen off to about two million since. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Did I fail to make that plain to the Senator? 
I stated and I state now that from the time - property went into the 
possession of the Pennsylvania Railroad Cofpany up to the time the 
bridge across the mouth of the Raritan was built, the commerce of that 
canal increased from 3,500,000 tons per year to 5,500,000 tons, and until 
the bridge was built the commerce never decreased. 

Now take the tow as it leaves the Raritan bridge we will say. It 
proceeds to the Arthur Kill. It is under the control of a large steam- 
boat. ‘The largest tugboats in this country are the tugboats that navi- 
gate Long Island Sound, which take hold of these boats in Arthur Kill, 
pass up with the current as the tide comes in, and if they have a fair 
run they can reach Long Island Sound before the tide begins to ebb. 
When they reach this proposed bridge, what are they todo? They find 
the same conditions existing that require them to come to anchor at the 
Raritan bridge, because the water of the tide is then going against the 
tow and in the middle of the channel you have a pier 580 feet long upon 
which these draws are located. 

I have myself, at that point, when a steamboat from any cause what- 
ever broke down or was suspended in its motion for a minute, seen the 
tows go, part on one bank and part on the other. The tow is almost 
turned around there by the action of the current. With this great 
mass of water forced up, first as it will be through the Raritan Bay and 
the Arthur Kill up into Newark Bay and the Hackensack Bay and the 
Rahway River, when it begins to ebb it goes out with tremendous force. 
Now there is nothing to obstruct the whole path of the channel; it is 
free and unobstructed, and it will continue to be if a tunnel is built 
under its waters; butif you locate this impediment in the stream, then 
you add to the difficulties. 

With regard to this tunnel I will take upon myself the responsibility 
of saying that I think I can produce within forty-eight hours from this 
moment a responsible party who will agree to construct the tunnel for 
all the purposes needed by any railroad or any number of railroads for 
$1,000,000, and give bonds for the faithful execution of the contract. 

Mr. President, the State of New Jersey, by a concurrent resolution of 
both houses of the Legislature, passed by an almost unanimous vote, 
has asked that the Congress of the United States do not destroy this 
water way; and it would be tomy mind under all the circumstances of 
the case, with all the fears expressed here on the part of those who are 
interested in the commerce of that stream, a strange thing for the Sen- 
ate of the United States at the behest or dictation of any railroad cor- 
poration or any number of them to say, ‘‘notwithstanding your objec- 
tions, notwithstanding your fears, notwithstanding your appeals, still 
we think the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad orsome railroad ought to have 
the privilege of crossing this stream just as it pleases; and if itis a 
matter of a million dollars or $300,000, the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road ought to have the benefit of that reduction in cost.”’ 

Now, I have another proposition to make, and that is this: If the 
tunnel cost $5,000,060, if it cost double $5,000,000, the Congress of the 
United States should not permit any corporation to imperil by any 
bridge of any kind whatever (other than one that entirely spans the 
stream and is high enough to permit the commerce of the kill to pass 
unobstructed) the navigation of this great water way. 

I understand this bridge will cost about $350,000. I think it can be 
built for much less. As to the cost of a bridge 70 feet high, we have 
estimates for that. 

Mr. GEORGE. 1s that satisfactory? 

Mr. McPHERSON. Certainly. Anything is satisfactory to New 
Jersey and to the people interested in this stream that places the piers 
on both sides of the channel, leaving the channel free, and is sufficiently 
high to permit the navigation of thestream; eitheracantalever bridge or 
a suspension bridge may be erected and nobody will find fault with that. 
Let notice be taken by every Senator that New Jersey does not object; 
I do not object to the crossing of this stream by the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad. Iwishittobedone. New Jersey wishes it also. She would 
be glad to have it come into New Jersey and add to her wealth and im- 
She only objects to the manner in which the work is pro- 


ly 


. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I came to the opinion a good many 
ag, when it was pro to bridge the Detroit River and when 
for years constant bridging of navigable streams, 

Ways more or less interrupts a free highway for a monopolized 
T would never vote again, if I knew it, in favor of anything 
in the slightest degree obstruct any free navigable high- 

United States that was necessary to any reasonable amount 
I think that is y true in reference to water 

s like that at Detroit and like those in the vicinity of New York 
great cities and centers of commerce and traffic in our con- 
stantly growing country. And when we look at the map of the United 
States and see, what all of us know without my referring to it, that a 
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comparatively very slight expense will make from the city of New York 
to the Gulf of Florida on the west side of that State, and without any 
considerable canal at all to the east side of it, an internal water way 
free from the dangers either of water or of storms that will go from the 
city of New York to Fernandina at least and then by a ship-canal 
across Florida to the waters of the Gulf and so to Pensacola and Mo- 
bile and New Orleans, I mean to be very slow in voting forany bridge 
that is not so high above the water or so deep belowit as shall disturb 
what I hope we shall all live, and what many of us will live, to see 
done, an internal water way for the commerce of the United States in 
peace and war that shall traverse the whole eastern seaboard of this 
country and bring us substantially to New Orleans. 

This little piece of water that looks so small on the map is the open- 
ing key to that whole enterprise. More than forty years ago when I 
was @ lad I sailed through this very Arthur Kill in a large steamboat 
in order for the first time in my young life to see the capital of my 
country, Washington, and my recollection of itis very vivid. I seemed 
to be sailing through land, but there was water enough, and even i. 
that day there was a great deal of commerce on it. How much it must 
have grown since! And as New York situated on an island has got 
to overgrow itself and expand as it is doing to the Jersey shore, the 
same business, the same people, the same commerce, the same manu- 
factures, the same enterprise, the same common welfare require this 
water way to be maintained; and I feel that I must be very slow indeed 
to put any obstruction to this natural tide-way that connects the upper 
harbor of New York with Raritan Bay and so to the southward with 
the commerce of the United States. These waters are free to every- 
body. The humblest citizen with his little vessel and the wealthier 
citizen with his larger vessel, without paying toll to anybody or wait- 
ing for anybody, has the right to go. 

I think it will be better for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad for its 
own interest, with the vast commerce that it will undoubtedly bring 
to New York—and why it does not go to Jersey City I do not know as 
it is nearer still—to spend one million or two or five million dollars for 
a bridge that shall go high above this water or for a tunnel, if that be 
practicable as it is stated to be, that shall go below it, than to be sub- 
jected as this bill seems to require (and as I suppose is intended to re- 
quire except when its trains are actually passing) to stop the trains and 
open the draws every five minutes for the constantly increasing com- 
merce in that water. : 

Mr. President, for the reasons thus briefly stated, as this bill now 
stands I shall vote against it. If it be provided that there shall be 
built a railroad bridge high enough above the water or low enough be- 
low it not to interfere with the free and perfectly unobstructed com- 
merce, without any pier in the middle of this little channel or near it, 
then I shall vote for it with pleasure. Without it I can not. 

Mr. VEST. I wish to say a single word in regard to the matter of 
the tunnel which is now brought up for the first time in legislative form. 

The point made by the Senator from Oregon [Mr. DoLPu] has not 
been answered and I think can not be. What has the Congress of the 
United States to do with a tunnel under a navigable stream? Un- 
doubtedly, we have a right to regulate commerce among the States 
under the Constitution, and according te the decisions of the couris to 
say whether a bridge may go over a tidal stream anywhere; but when 
it comes to the question whether Congress shall regulate tunnels under 
a river, whether it is a tidal stream or an internal stream, that, I take 
it, will require some adjudication. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Would that not be the same as if the State of New 
Jersey and the State of New York authorized a bridge so high above 
the water as not to interfere with navigation? Is it not precisely the 
same ? 

Mr. VEST. That isa novel question and one that the Committee 
on Commerce were not required to determine, for the reason that this 
subject of tunneling was not brought before us in any legislative form. 
Although it was mentioned in the arguments of counsel, it was not 
brought before the committee in any sort of proposition. This propo- 
sition for a tunnel comes to us to-day for the first time in a legislative 
form, though it was mentioned in argument before the committee. 
But aside from that, when a railroad company comes before Congress 
and proposes to construct a bridge the only question for the committee 
or indeed for the Senate or for Congress to determine is whether that 
structure as proposed is an obstruction to navigation—not an obstruc- 
tion in the way the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs] says. I 
understand him to say that he will vote for no bridge that obstructs 
navigation to any extent upon navigable streams. Then he will never 
vote to construct any bridge at all. I undertake to say that no bridge 
can be constructed of any size that does not to some extent obstruct 
navigation. A bridge can not be put up that to some extent does not 
obstruct navigation; and the only question for Congress to determine 
is whether the demands of commerce are such that a railroad company 
should be permitted to have a bridge in order to meet the general de- 
mands of the country. 

TheSenator from Vermont asks why not make this a high bridge of 
70 or 80 feet? Because the evidence before the committee showed that 
the expense would be intolerable almost to any corporation, because of 
the long approaches and the condemnation of land; and we have no right 
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to force any corporation, large or small, to spend more money upon such 
a bridge than is necessary in order to cross the stream, provided al- 
ways that the least amount of obstruction is brought about to naviga- 
tion. That is the whole thing for us to determine. 

It isa remarkable thing that the Senator from New Jersey comes 
here now and talks to us about a high bridge of 70 feet. Why was not 
that proposition made to the committee? Why not offer an amendment 
to the bill of that sort? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. DolI understand the Senator to say that the 
proposition was not made in committee? 

Mr. VEST. I heard the proposition as to the height of the bridge, 
but it was never made in any authoritative form by the Senator from 
New Jersey. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I wish to say that I never appeared before the 
committee at all, but I did understand—— 

Mr. SEWELL. Allow me to say that I heard the suggestion made 
to the committee, but the Senator from Missouri was not there. 
Mr. VEST. I know thatall sorts of suggestions were made. 

heard the question discussed five or six times. 

Mr. MCPHERSON, May I have leave now to make the suggestion ? 

Mr. VEST. Ifthe Senator wants to offer an amendment, let him 
do it. 

Mr. McPHERSON. If the committee will prepare an amendment 
providing for a bridge 70 feet high that will span the stream so as not 
to impair or obstruct it in any form, with the consent of the Senate I 
will withdraw my amendment for a tunnel. 

Mr. VEST. We have reported our bill. We have examined this 
question over and over again and heard all sorts of arguments and read 
all sorts of briefs; and we have heard from the captains of schooners 
and sloops and steamers, and from lawyers of the highest rank in the 
profession, and from members of the other House of Congress and the 
Senate, and we have reported unanimously this bill, which the Senate 
can take or reject as they please. 

[ will say as the result of our investigation, without any prejudice 
I am sure on the part of the committee, that this bridge can be con- 
structed under the details presented in this bill without materially af- 
fecting the navigation. That is the yesult of our conclusions. 

Now the Senators stand here and say that a bridge of a certain height 
shall be built; that nothing but a bridge 70 feet high can be tolerated 
over that stream. If they have this amendment to propose, let them 
propose it and we will meet them and discuss it. These statements 
amount to nothing. 

I propose to offer an amendment to this bill, as I notice in reading it 
over that it is not sufficiently explicit as to a certain limitation which 
should be in all bridge bills. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] 
proposes an amendment to the part proposed to be stricken out, which 
is in order. It will He read. 

The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to insert: 

If the Sosnstenet Warshall at any timedeem any change or alteration neces- 
sary in the said bridge so that the same shall not obstruct arian, or if he 
shall think the removal of the whole structure n , the alteration so re- 
quired or the removal of the whole structure shall be Dat the expense of the 
parties owning said bridge; and if said bridge shall not be finished within two 


years from the passage of this act, the rightsand privileges hereby granted shall 
determine and cease. 


Ihave 


Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, I do not desire to detain the Senate 
more than a few moments upon this question. 

The Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs] has expressed hisopinion 
upon this bill in avery few words and his judgment against it. I regret 
that he did notconsider this matter of sufficient importance to listen to 
the argument of the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye], who was chair- 
man of the subcommittee which reported this bill, or to the remarks 
made by the Senator from Maryland [Mr. GoRMAN], who also was a 
member of the committee which reported this bill to theSenate. If he 
had, perhaps he would have been convinced that this bridge when built 
will not be an undue obstruction to the free navigation of the Arthur 
Kill. If I understood the Senator correctly he is opposed to all bridges 
across navigable streams for the transit of railroads because they will 
in some way obstruct the rights of private navigators upon those waters. 

Mr. President, we have rough this body at this session a 
score of bills of a similar nature to this, bri the Missouri River 
and the Mississippi River and a number of other streams, and, if I re- 
member rightly, one in the State of Vermont, and I have never heard 
the voice of the Senator from Vermont raised here against any of those 
propositions, and if he has not voted for them directly he has indirectly, 
because every one of them has been passed by the unanimous consent 
of this body, and in every case they were bills for low bridges and for 
draws. 

As I have listened to the opposition to this bill, coming chiefly and 
almost entirely, except the last protest that has been entered by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, from the two Senators from New Jersey, I have 
wondered why it was that the State of New Jersey alone stood here 
opposing this measure. The arguments made this bill by the 
Senators from New Jersey, if correct, should the warm 
the Senators from New York and from all the New 
which are interested more than all other States in the 


of the 
Arthur Kill and in the commerce which passes over it. . 





have as much interest in 







of 


I have no desire to question the correctness of the estimate whi.) 


the Senators from New Jersey have given as to the amount of commer: 
passing through this kill. It is said to be sixteen or twenty millioy 
tons per annum. Where does it come from and where does it go to’ 
How much of it originates in the State of New Jersey and how muc)) 
of it terminates there? The Arthur Kill is a tidal stream, bounded 
upon one side by the State of New Jersey and upon the other side } 


the State of New York, and presumably the State of New York might 
e commerce of the Arthur Kill as the Sta: 


of New Jersey, and I do hesitate to say that it has a thousand ti: 


greater interest, for nearly all these 16,000,000 tons of freight pass : 


through it find their terminus and market in the State of New Y 
and not in the State of New Jersey, and that which does not go to i 
State of New York goes through Long Island Sound to the New 
land States. In short, probably not 5 per cent. of the commerce | 
ing through the Arthur Kill either originates in the State of New Jer. 
or terminates there. The coal comes from the mines of Pennsylvani. 
and that is the principal part of the commerce of the Arthur Kil). | 
goes to New York city and up the Hudson River or around Long Is). 
Sound and to the New England ports. 

How does it happen then that the State of New Jersey is exclusiy. 
charged with a watchful care over this most valuable stream? If 
is to destroy the commerce of the Arthur Kill, why are not the ¢ 
merchants of New York, and its chambers of commerce, and its Le: 
lature here protesting against the passage of this bill? Most certain 
if they believed for a moment that it would seriously interfere wit) 
commerce of that stream, all those great interests centering in the « 
of New York and in the State and also in the New England Stat:. 
would be here in vast numbers protesting against it. Bat what 
the facts? Nearly all the leading shipping merchants in the city 0: 
Nerv York have petitioned this body for the passage of the bill. 1) 
Maritime Association and I think nearly if not quite every commer 
body in the city of New York have petitioned the Senate for the | 
sage of this bill. The Legislatureof New York have repeatedly passc(| 
resolutions favoring it. 

Would this appear for a single moment or could it happen if t! 
people most deeply interested in this commerce believed that the bridy: 
would injure it? Why does it not happen that the State of Penney 
vania from whence all this coal comes is not here protesting agai: 
the passage of this bill? Because the merchants of New York au 
its commercial bodies and the miners and shippers of coal in Penn 
sylvania know full well that the building of this bridge will be no 
serious obstruction to the commerce which has hitherto floated upon it 
The people of Pennsylvania and of the entire South and Southwe:: 
know that the building of this bridge is to add vastly to the termina! 
facilities of the port of New York. They know full well that anythin: 
done to reduce the cost of terminal charges in that great harbor wi! 
redound to the interest of the grower of cotton and the grower of grain 
and the miner of coal in all the States which I have mentioned. 

It is undoubtedly the interest of the whole portion of the count: 
traversed by the great railroad which proposes to go in there that t) 
bridge should a oe built. It is equally for the interest of all of New 
York’s merchants and financial people and shipping merchants «: 
also for the interest of the New Eng States that this bridge shal al 
be constracted and that the terminal facilities of the harbor of Ne. 
York shall be thereby greatly increased. 

Any one looking at the map will discover that upon the north end of 
Staten Island there is a vast water front which could be well utili 
for the building of piers and wharves, and that is what it is propose: 


to do; and when that work shall have been completed, then the har}: 
of New York will have a terminal which will be as cheap or ere 


than that to be found in any other cityin the Union. Go to Baltimo 
to-day, and you will find there the cars of the Baltimore and Ohio Ra: 
road running directly upon the wharves, and the produce of the We: 
is taken directly from the car and loaded into the ocean-going steam: 
That will be done in New York if this bill passes. By what righ: 
then, does the State of New Jersey introduce itself here and deman! 


of the of the United States that shall not be give: 
for the of the Arthur Kill ? t can be its object ? 

Mr. ident, I do not care to go into the motives which have act''- 
ated that State or its tatives here in this measure. | 


is perfectly natural that that State should desire that this great termi: 
should be upon its own shores, and that out of the property thus crea ed 
the State should draw a large revenue in the way of taxation. I: am 
not disposed to criticise it for that desire; but shall the demands of t 
great commerce be at all interfered with or checked because the Stat 


S eneaeed upon Staten Island within the bound- 

of the "State of few York ? No, Mr. President, the Congress of t! 
United States can not and will not be actuated by any such motive 

that. 

ot eee ot Sa eeea are systems, the Penn- 
eeeenenane Se Biiees sad Ohio, I hams Gatien Sarg. We all 
know that there has been a sharp aan aa contest between 
Sey i osteeny t out of it, the Ohio Company has 
it to Niceomad tones conta money in building a new 
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and independent line from the city of Baltimore to Philadelphia, and 
irom there to New York. It has met with opposition at every step of 
its It was with the greatest difficulty that it secured the 
right of passage through Philadelphia. And now, when it would erect 
for itself an independent and a great terminal upon the harbor of New 
York, to which it can bring all the produce of the country through 
which its lines and its branches run, it is met here by the opposition of 
the State of New Jersey. 

It seems to me that the one proposition which I have stated, that 
New York, that its merchants and its Legislature, and that substan- 
tially the whole of New England, have interposed no opposition what- 
ever to the construction of this bridge, should be evidence enough to 
this body that it is not seriously to interfere with the navigation of the 
Arthur Kill; but if more testimony be necessary, the Senate has only 
to turn to the report made to this body by the Committee on Commerce, 
and there they will find the report of the Chief of Engineers, submitted 
to Congress by the Secretary of War. That report was msde to the 


Forty-eighth Congress. It was distinctly and fairly im favor of this 
proposition. It undertakes to show that this bridge, built according to 


the provisions of the bill, will be no serious obstruction to the naviga- 
tion of the Arthur Kill. 
question was brought before it, after nearly two years had elapsed, and 
when the engineering corps had had an abundance of opportunity to 
restudy this question, re-examined it and resubmitted the question to 
the engineering department of our Government for another opinion, and 
that opinion is to be found in the report made by the committee. It 
fully bears out the favorable report which was made two years ago, and 
it gives sufficient reasons for the report which has been made to this 
session of Congress. Let me read one clause of it. This report was 
made January 16, 1886: 


Senate bill 121, Forty-ninth Congress, first session, provides for the construc- 
tion of a pivot draw-bridge, which shall have a width of span of not less than 
200 feet in the clear on either side of the pivot pier, and a height of not less than 
30 feet from lower chord to low-water level. These provisions, in my opinion, 
meet all the demands of the present or future commerce of the kill, and the re- 
strictions contained in section 4 of the bill are ample to secure a location and 
construction for the pivot pier such as will cause least interference with the 
existing deep-water channel and at the same time will be least obstructive to 
the tidal currents. 


The construction of the proposed bridge under the provisions of the bill will 
not injuriously affect any interests over which the Government has control. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. L. GILLESPIE, 
Major of Engineers, Bvt. Lieut. Col. United States Army. 


This is indorsed by General Newton and by the Secretary of War. 
in brief, are the conditions and the circumstances under which 
this bill comes before this body. It is desired by all the merchants and 
business men of the city of New York who have seen fit to express their 
opinion upon it, and they are numbered by hundreds. It has been in- 
dorsed by the State Legislature, and it has met with no opposition, so 
far as I know, in any portion of New England lying along the Atlantic 
coast. 

The proposition now made to change the bridge into a tunnel needs 
no rebutting argument. If a tunnel were desired, or were possible, it 
would not be necessary to come to this body for permission to build it. 
For years the attempt has been made to run a tunnel under the North 
River between Jersey City and New York. Thusfarits projectors have 
been unable to complete it or even to continue its construction, and to- 
day itstands substantially an abandoned project, undoubtedly one which 
the commerce of the port of New York would be very glad to see com- 
pleted. The letter read here to-day, written on the authority of the 
engineering corps of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, is a sufficient 
answer as to the feasibility of building a tunnel under the Arthur Kill. 

Failing in that proposition, the Senators tell us that they propose to 
ask for a high bridge at some other point. But this bill does not locate 
bbe at any point. As vy presented, it did locate it near 
Eliza’ rt, Union County, New Jersey, and the town of Northfield, 
Richmond County, New York. The committee have stricken out of 
the bill those — designated and left the location of the bridge to be 

by the Secretary of War. If he sees fit to require the bridge 
to be built at some other point than the one that was originally intended 
in the bill, he has absolute power todo it. If he should see fit to order 
it to be located a half-mile below at the island of which the Senator 
from New J [Mr. SEWELL] spoke, the Secretary of War has power 
todoit. Ifthe tary of War and the engineering corps, after a most 
careful consideration of this matter, should see fit to order the bridge to 
be built higher than is provided for in this bill, they have power to do 


it, for the bill does not limit the height of it, but it simply provides that 
it shall be built at not less than 32 feet above low water. 

In all its provisions, then, the bill leaves it absolutely in the power 
and control of the Secretary of War to say how the bridge shal! be 
built, and where it shall be built, and what its height shall be. Any 
attempt to change the bill by turning the bridge into a tunnel or into 
a high bridge is a intended for the purpose of defeating the en- 
tire measure; but if it should pass this body in any such amended form 
it would be destroyed, and thus one of the great trunk lines 
of this country would be shut out from one of the best terminals which 
can be found upon the Atlantic coast for the delivery of goods for ship- 


countries. 


i 


I do not believe that any of the interests 
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The committee again this winter, when the - 
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of this country demand that that shall be done. If I believed fora 
moment that the building of this bridge would seriously interfere with 
the commerce of the Arthur Kill, I should be here protesting against 
it more warmly than the honorable Senators from New Jersey have 


| protested against it, for if the State of New Jersey has any interest in 


this commerce whatever, the ‘State of New York has a thousand-fold 
greater interest in it, for it forms no inconsiderable portion of the com- 
merce of the great city of New York. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
VEST] moved an amendment to the part proposed to be stricken out, 
which is frst in order. The question is on the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. MILLER. What is that? 

The PRESIDENT pro temper: 

The Secretary read as follows: 


If the Secretary of War shall at any t 


It will be again read. 


ime decm any change or alteration neo- 


essary in the said bridge so that the same shall not obstruct navigation, or if he 
shall think the removal of the whole structure necessary, the alteration so re 
quired or the removal of the whole structure shall be made at the expense of 
the parties owning said bridge; and if the said bridge shall not be finished 


within two years from the passage of this act the rights and privileges h 
granted shall determine and cease. 

Mr. VEST. Let that be added to the end of section 4. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on this amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON }. 

Mr. McPHERSON. On that question I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. VEST. I understand this strikes out the bridge and puts in a 
tunnel. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMDEN (when his name was called). 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN]. 

Mr. FRYE. I am paired on this bill with the Senator from Ala- 
bama[Mr. MoRGAN]. The Senator from West Virginia can withdraw 
his pair and vote. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Then I vote ‘‘nay.”’’ 

Mr. GEORGE (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Pike]. If he 
were present I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). I am paired on the bill 
with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs], who has been called 
from the Senate Chamber. I do not know how he would vote on this 
amendment. I should vote ‘‘nay’’ if he were present. 

Mr. SPOONER (when his name was called). Iam paired generally 
with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. GrAy]. Not knowing how he 
would vote on this question, I withhold my vote. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MANDERSON. Iam paired with the Senator from Kentucky 
{Mr. BLACKBURN]. I do not know how he would vote. 

Mr. DAWES. 1am paired for the day with the Senator from Texas 
{[Mr. MAXEy]. Ifany one can inform me how he would vote on this 
amendment, I shall be governed accordingly. I should vote ‘‘ nay’ 
if the Senator from Texas were here. 

Mr. BUTLER (after having voted in the negative). I am paired 
generally with the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON], but I 
have been requested to transfer my pair on this question to the Senator 
from Maryland [Mr. WILson], so that I will allow my vote to stand, 
the Senator from, Pennsylvania being paired with the Senato~, from 
Maryland. 

Mr. MILLER. My colleague [Mr. EVARTS] is necessarily ansent, 
but is in favor of this measure and would vote against this amendment. 
With the consent of the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye] I will change 
his pair to the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN]. The Senator 
from Maine announced his pair with the Senator from Alabama. 

My colleague can be paired with him and the Senator from Maine 
can vote. My colleague desired me to get a pair for him on this 
measure. 

Mr. FRYE. Then I vote. 

Mr. MILLER. It is suggested that I did not announce how my col- 
league would vote. He is in favor of this bridge-building bill, and 
would vote against the amendment. 

Mr. CHACE. I am paired with the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. 
Wi1son}, but I am advised he would vote “‘nay”’ if present; therefore 
I vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

The result was announced—yeas 5, nays 40; as follows 


ereby 


I am paired with the 


’ 


YEAS—5 
Bowen, McPherson, Plumb Servell. 
Hampton, 

NAYS—10 
Allison, Coke, Hawley Pugh, 
Beck. Colquitt Hoar. Ransem, 
Berry Conger, Ingalis, Saulsbury, 
Blair Dolph, Jones of Arkansas, Sawyer, 
Brown, Eustis, McMillan, Sherman, 
Butler Frye, Miller, Vest, 
Call, Gibson Mitchell of Oreg., Voorhees, 
Camden Gorman, Morrill, Walthall, 
Chace, Hale, Palmer, Whitthorne, 
Cockrell Harris, Payne, Wilson of Iowa. 
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Mahone, 
Manderson, 
Maxey 
Mitchell of Pa., 
Morgan, 

Pike, 

Piatt, 
Riddleberger, 


Aldrich. 
Blackburn, 
Cameron, 
Cullom, 
Dawes, 
Edmunds, 
Evarts, 
Fair, 


George, 

(iray, 

Ilarrison, 
Hearst, 

Jones of Florida, 
Jones of Nevada, 
Kenna, 

Logan, 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr.SEWELL. I propose to offer an amendment to locate this bridge 
within about a half-mile or three-quarters of a mile from the location 
intended by the bill. 

Mr. MILLER. Will the Senator allow me to ask a question? 
in this bill does he find any location? 

Mr. SEWELL. I find the map of the company locating the bridge 
at a certain point. 

Mr. MILLER. That does not locate it at all without the approval 
of the Secretary of War. 

Mr.SEWELL. That is a subsequent matter. 

Within half a mile the stream widens out from 600 feet to 1,000 feet, 
with an island in the center, where I propose that this bridge shall be 
located. There with a sufficient elevation of the bridge—an elevation 
not as much as is required on the Ohio River by the general law—the 
great body of the traffic that goes by tow, large numbers of vessels, as 
I stated in my remarks, being towed, can get through. This can be 
secured by an elevation of 70 feet, leaving on the other channel space 
for a smaller draw, which I provide for by reducing the size of the 
draw fixed in the original bill from 200 to 100 feet, so as to allow masted 
vessels to go through in a single tow. I will read the amendment and 
afterward send it to the desk. 

In line 9 of the first section of the bill I propose to amend by losating 
the bridge at Buckwheat Island, and in the second section by striking 
out all down to *‘mark,’’ in line 6, and inserting: 

That said bridge shall be constructed with a draw over the channel on the 
New Jersey or waseeeey side of Buckwheat Island of not less than 100 feet open- 


ing, and with a span of not less than 400 feet on the easterly side of said island, 
and said bridge shal! not be less than 70 feet above mean high-water mark. 


Providing for a clear span on one side and a draw on the other. 

After the remarks of the Senator from New York favoring this project 
I beg to say that the only charters that exist to-day passed by the Lez- 
islature of New York are one for a bridge 137} feet high, which has not 
been built, and one for a tunnel at this very proposed site. 

Mr. MILLER. What does the Senator mean by that? 

Mr.SEWELL. I mean that that is the legislation of New York State. 

Mr. MILLER. We have three bridges across the Hudson River at 
Albany. 

Mr. SEWELL. 


Sabin, 
Spooner, 
Stanford, 
Teller, 

Jance, 
Van Wyck, 
Wilson of Md. 


Where 


I speak of this particular locality between Rich- 
mond County, New York, and New Jersey. 

Mr. FRYE. This whole matter was discussed and considered by the 
committee, and it was the unanimous opinion of the committee that 
the location of this bridge should be left to the Engineer Department. 
The bill itself as it was first presented rather indicated that the bridge 
was to be built at the lecation to which the Senator from New Jersey 
objects. It has to-day been amended by an amendment reported by 
the committee itself giving the Engineer Department a latitude of sev- 
eral miles, so that if in their opinion commerce requires that it shall 
be located over this island, they will so find. 

As to the height of 70 feet, there is not the slightest advantage in a 
70-foot bridge over a 32-foot ‘br: dge, and 32 feet is the minimum, but 
not the maximum. No masted vessel can go under a 70-foot bridge any 
easier than it can go under a 32-foot bridge, and these coal- can 
go under a 32-foot bridge as well as they can under one of 70 feet. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. In regard te this amendment I only wish to 
state one fact: For the 70-foot bridge but one approach is necessary, to 
wit, on the Jersey shore. The altitude of the island is so great that 
the trains can run to and from the bridge right on a level, so that but 
one high approach would be needed. 

Mr. SEWELL. I will say that I have estimates of the difference 
in cost, and they correspond very nearly with what the Senator from 
Maryland stated. It is a question of $400,000 or a million; my esti- 
mate makes it $500,000. The increased cost for towing the vessels 
would be more every year than the additional cost of construction of a 
high bridge if it should be $600,000. 

Mr. PLUMB. As far as I am concerned I am not willing to leave 
the question whether this bridge affects commerce or not to the judg- 
ment of some engineer officer we do not-know about. I really candidly 
think that in many respects the engineer officers of the Army are dis- 
qualified to judge of that question. Their education and their prepos- 
sessions run in certain lines, and they may not take into account all the 
ramifications of the great trade that has existed from time immemorial 
and which are to be affected by the location of the bridge or by the 
height of it or by the manner of its construction. 

There is no parity, as I think, between this case and that which is 
cited by the Senator from Missouri of the commerce of the Mississippi 
River. As every one knows, the commerce of all that great section of 
the country has been comparatively diverted by means of the constrcc- 
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tion of railroads in such a way that the river does not now carry any- 

thing like what it did formerly in proportion, and that diversion, as 
the Senator from Missouri says very well, will continue. At the same 
time we shall vote before this session is over, I have no doubt, many 
millions of dollars for the purpose of improving and keeping open the 
Mississippi River, which is so unimportant a channel of commerce and 
which is becoming less important, as the Senator from Missouri says, 
every day. 

But the commerce which traverses this stream, as I understand, is 
not to be changed or taken off, or in any way diminished by reason of 
the construction of the railroad. It is the local traflic incident to ap- 
proximation to a greatcity that comesalong this water way, not because 
of its cheap transportation alone, but because of the enormous facilities 
furnished by the extent of frontage for the receipt and deposit and re- 
distribution again of all the products of this trade, and it is the end 
also, as the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON] suggests, of 
railroad transportation. And so every single thing which is carried 
upon this stream will continue to be carried there no matter how many 
railroatis may be constructed across it. So we are confronted with this 
proposition as to whether we will authorize the construction of an im- 
pediment or anything that may possibly prove to be an impediment to 
a traffic that is bound always to continue. 

No one objects, as I suppose, to the construction of a bridge across 
this or any other stream where it is necessary for the purposes of rail- 
road transportation; but what damage we may do by improvident ac- 
tion here can not be repaired, and whether we require a railroad com- 
pany to build a bridge costing a million-dollars ora million and a half 
of dollars does not touch the question of the cost of the transportation 
that is finally to make use of that railroad. It will not affect the price 
of cattle or corn or hogs in the State of Missouri or the State of Kansas, 
as every one knows. Is it not, therefore, the part of wisdom to require 
the building of such a structure as shall in no possible case interfere 
with a traffic which is essential to the welfare of the people who live 
in that section of country and which is always bound to be carried on 
by the same means that it is now carried on unless it is to be destroyed? 

I think, then, if it be true that this bridge will not cost more than 
half a million dollars built with the span suggested by the Senator 
from New Jersey, or even if it will cost not more than a million if 
thereby we make perfectly sure that we shall not harm in any single 
vital particular the business now carried on upon that stream, there 
ought to be no hesitation in taking that precaution and voting for the 
more costly and the higher structure. 

It is true that this business, when we come to speak of the amount 
that a man’s little boat carries of clay, chemicals, and things of that 
kind down this stream, cuts a very insignificant figure compared with 
the enormous business of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. At the 
same time it is not only vital to him, but the trade itself and the 
ability to carry it on in the way it has always been carried on affects 
very seriously all the population of the adjoining country; and for the 
reasons which I have already stated. 

Why shall we not, therefore, give to that existing traffic every pos- 
sible chance to continue as it always has continued, as it exists to-day, 
rather than run the risk of taking away one single iota for the benetit 
of a railroad company, when by taking it away we do not add at all to 
the value of the railroad property practically, or to the value of the rail- 
road as the transporter of the great products of the country, and in no 
sense tend to increase the cost of that ti rtation, for, as I said, if 
a corporation of that kind is capitalized at forty, fifty, sixty, or perhaps 
one hundred million, the addition of half a million or a million dollars 
to the cost of such a structure affects in not the slightest degree the 
cost of transportation over that line, because it is not the transportation 
simply from one bank of the stream to the other, but the haul from the 
great interior of the country to the Atlantic seaboard, to which the dis- 
tribution of the interest upon half a million dollars or a million dollars, 
the cost of the entire bridge, is as nothing. 

I would guard as jealously and save from all harm just as certainly 
every single owner of any means of transportation upon this stream 
and every one who has been carrying on and is now carrying on any 
commerce_or trade there, however humble, as I would save the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad Company with its forty millions of capital. 
And when I speak of that railroad company I speak with great respect, 
for it is a great channel of commerce, which ought to have all reasona- 
ble facilities for getting into New York and all other cities where it 
wants to But at the same time when it comes tothe essential mat- 
ter of t, it is not right to run any risk at all of taking away privi- 
leges already existing, esr they may beand small in amount, 
for the —— of giving additional privileges to corporations which 
always in one way or another means of accomplishing their pur- 
poses. Itwill not add to the revenues of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road Company to take ain these ne hob at It will not add to the 
cost of maintaining and railway to require them 
to build such a bridge as aban under no Ppeuttle condition of things 
injure the slightest or the humblest of the who now use this 
water way for their own purposes and as an adjunct to the commerce 
of the city of New York and of all the vicinity. ‘Pherefore, if there 
is any possible chance that this low bridge or this bridge to be built 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


A729 





at the place fixed upon this map will do harm, we ought to vote to put 
it somewhere else and put up a different kind of structure. 

When I come to consider that question I am bound to give credit and 
great weight, in fact almost controlling weight, to the statement made 
by the two Senators representing that State on this floor, the men who 
know more about it than I do, the men who have had an intimate con- 
nection with the affairs of that section of country all their lives per- 
haps, and who represent that people here. While they claim nothing 
as I understand in any way to deprive New York of any privilege of 
access to the West, they do claim that we shall not take action which 
will in any wise impair the interests that have grown up there and are 
important to the people of that section of the country; and that claim, 
so far as I am concerned, I am willing to concede. 

Mr. MILLER. Will the Senator pardon me a moment? 

Mr. PLUMB. Certainly. 

Mr. MILLER. The Senator is willing to be guided by the judg- 
ment of the Senators from New Jersey in the matter. Will he tell us 
how the State of New Jersey has any greater interest in the commerce 
of Arthur Kill than New York has? 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not suppose it has any greater interest. 

Mr. MILLER. The commerce neither begins in the State of New 
Jersey nor does it end there. 

Mr. PLUMB. The State of New York is not interested in any way 
in the question as to whether this bridge is 30 feet high or 70 feet high; 
it is not interested in any way, near or remote, in the question of 
whether the bridge costs half a million dollars or a million or three 
million dollars. That may be left out of account entirely; that con- 
cerns the railroad company; and in view of the fact that it concerns 
the railroad company solely and only, I am not willing to put in the 
balance that question of the interest of the railroad company against 
the interest which has been built up, which exists to-day in enormous 
volume, which is the means of existence and profit to many thousands 
of people, who use this means of communication planted there by nat- 
ure, and all the affiliated interests which they serve by means of the 
navigation they carry ou in their modest and inconsequential boats. 
Therefore, as I said, the question is whether we will, for the purpose 
of enabling this railroad company to get along with a little less cost, 
take risks; however slight, of doing harm to somebody who is not able 
to respond to the loss and damage which are threatened, not half as able 
to respond to that loss and damage as the railroad company is to pay 
out of its ample revenues the additional sum of half a million or a 
million dollars for the purpose of making this structure in such a way 
that there can be no question at all that it-will be equally useful to 
them and lacking the power of harm to existing interests. 

For this reason I will vote all the time to resolve doubts in favor of 
the commerce existing there and the people who are carrying it on and 
against those who seek to take a privilege, which, while useful to the 
public interest, can be exercised in some other way by them, and which 
only costs them a little sum of money without value to the public. 

As I said before, I do not speak with any special disrespect of the 
Engineer Corps of the Army or of any member of it, but I ask the Sen- 
ate seriously to consider whether they are willing to put the question 
as to whether a commerce of the magnitude which this commerce is 
by common consent known to be at the mercy of a single person, who- 
ever he may be? 

The engineer officers are not charged with any question relating to 
commerce; they are not educated in such questions; they know noth- 
ing about them except in some remote way. They know less about 
them, I ventuge to say, than almost any other class of educated people, 
because their education, their instruction, their means of observation 
have not been in that line. They are not men to whom should be com- 
mitted those great questions as to whether these interests, made up of 
a multitude of small transactions, but in their ramifications extending 
hundreds of miles along that coast, embracing interests aggregating 
large amounts,and yet in many respects no doubt of a delicate character, 
are to be interrupted, and whether this course which has become to a 
certain extent a prescriptive right, will be trenched upon by the erec- 
tion of this great highway across this other great highway. 

For my part, therefore, as I said, Iam not willing to permit that 
question to be decided by any one having less authority than Congress 
itself. With us ought to rest the ultimate responsibility, and we ought 
not to dodge our responsibility by committing this great question to 
any one, either to the Secretary of War or any member of the Army 
underhim. We ought to decide it ourselves. For the purpose of the 
vote which I shall give, I shall vote for the longest and highest and 
most costly structure within a reasonable limit which may seem to give 
the most assurance that the business which now plies along this water 
way shall ply with the same safety, the same convenience, the same 
vol the same lack of impediment and restriction that it always has 
had; can be accomplished by the erection of such a structure as 
shall be not only within the means of the railroad company, but a 
structure of for all the traffic which it will carry over it. 

Mr. Vi Mr. President, I have listened to this discussion 
with considerable interest, and with an honest and earnest desire to be 
instructed on this subject. Observing the remarks made by the Sena- 
tor from Kansas, I should like to ask him whether a bridge was ever 


our mighty products to the markets of the East as possible. 
sympathize with an attempt to shutout any competing line of railroad 
by other roads and by other lines. 





authorized to be constructed by an act of Congress where the bill did 
not have in it the provision that it should be placed in the hands of the 
War Department and conducted by the engineers? 

Mr. PLUMB. That is true in minor cases, but not in all cases, and 
not as broadly as is the propositionin the bill. The length of the span 
is provided for always, and the height above high-water mark, and no 
discretion is committed to the Secretary of War, except that if at any 
time thereafter the structure authorized in all its parts to be put up in 
a particular way by Congress shall prove destructive to commerce, he 
may then take certain action. 

Mr. VOORHEES. My recollection of bills upon this subject is per- 
haps not as accurate as that of other Senators, but I know of no prece- 
dent by which the construction of a bridge was placed in different hands 
than those proposed by this bill, nor indeed can I conceive how it could 
be done otherwise. I do not suppose that Senators sitting here could 
devise the method, the details, the distances, and the heights of a 
bridge. The construction of a bridge must necessarily be placed in the 
hands of the engineer officers, capable men upon that subject. 

I will observe further, in response to what the Senator from Kansas 
says, as to the risk of interfering with navigation, that we could not 
interfere with it if we tried todoso. We could not obstruct naviga- 
tion by law. If we were to enact a law for that purpose, and if a 
bridge built by the engineers, or the War Department, or by anybody 
else should interfere with navigation it would be torn down; it could 
not stand. There is norisk on that subject. 

The matter at last resolves itself back as to whether the committee 
which reported this bill has done its work intelligently or not. If we 
can not trust such attention as has been given to this measure by the 
committee, I know not how we can legislate upon a subject of this kind. 
There isa safeguard to navigation in the Constitution. It is there, and 
can not be taken away by an act of Congress. The committee assures 
us that this structure will not interfere with navigation. If it should 
interfere it will give way to the supreme right of way which navigable 
waters have. I donot believe that it will interfere with navigation for 
the reason that the committtee who have investigated this subject give 
us that assurance. Therefore I can see no risk in voting for this 
measure. 

As a Western man, representing in part a Western State, we have 
but one interest, and that is to have as many competing lines to carry 
I can not 


It is impossible for us to do so. 
This looks to me like an honest and legitimate effort upon the part of 
one great railroad system to get into New York, and there is an attempt, 
natural though selfish, because selfishness belongs to corporations as 
well as to individuals, to keep it out of that market. That is thelight 
in which it appears to me, and as to the risks I can not find them, in- 
vestigating the matter in the brief space in which I have given it my 
attention. 

Mr. SEWELL. I wish to correct an impression necessarily created 
by the remarks of the Senator from Indiana in relation to the construc- 
tion of these bridges. I doubt if Congress has ever passed an act for 
the construction of a bridge in which it did not specifically give limit 
to the height and to the spans. I will cite an instance in point which 
covers this case to a great extent, that of the Newport bridge, author- 
ized in 1868 to be built by the Newport and Cincinnati Bridge Company, 
where it was prescribed that the lowest point should be 73 feet high. 
The tonnage of the Ohio River is not 25 per cent. the tonnage of this 
passage-way. Thesteamboat interest on the Ohio River after that bridge 
was half built—and I have the maps of it here showing the process of 
construction of that bridge at the time—came to Congress and com- 
plained that 73 feet was not sufficient for the passage of just such tows 
as go through the kills; and by an act of Congress they had it increased 
to 103 feet, although the bridge was more than half constructed and 
the piers were all laid and one-half of the superstructure was up, as this 
map willshow. A railroad company arbitrarily is empowered by this 
act of Congress; and the protection I seek now for the people who navi- 
gate the kills is tochange the plan, elevate the bridge 38 feet, and spend 
$600,000 in doing it. 

Mr. VEST. I donot choose that the Senator from Kansas shall come 
into this debate at this hour like a cavalry charge and put me in a po- 
sition I have never occupied. The Senator said I stated that the Mis- 
sissippi River was becoming unimportant as a portion of the carrying 
agency ofghe country. Isaid nosuch thing. The whole scope of my 
argument was simply to .the effect, and it is true, that the river men 
were unable to appreciate the fact that the railroads of the country were 
doing the largest portion of the carrying trade. 

As to the Mississippi River becoming unimportant, it can never be- 
come 80; and it is idiotic to suppose that it ever will. It is to-day the 
great conservative factor in the carrying trade of this country, and it is 
the only check we have upon the great trunk railroads that run from 
east to west. I do not propose to be put in any such position by the 
Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. PLUMB. I wish to say to the Senator that I do not think I 
represented him as saying that it was unimportant, but comparatively 
unimportant. I was probably not listening very closely at the time, 
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although I noticed that particularly, because he lives on the river and 
is as competent to judge of its comparative importance as anybody. I 
understood him to say that an increasing amount of commerce was con- 
stantly being taken away from that river by railroads, and of course 
that would mean that the river had lost its comparative importance. 


That it is important in the way he speaks of, as a corrective, I agree; | 


that no one denies. I do not care to discuss the question as to whether 
it has lost either its absolute or its relative importance; but the state- 
ment which he made had the effect upon my mind certainly of convey- 
ing the impression that the Mississippi River was not the factor in the 
commerce of this country, in the transportation of products, that it 
formerly was, by reason of the fact that the railroads had diverted 
traffic from it. ° 
Mr. VEST. Yes; and so far 
peat it. There was a time when there were no railroads in the coun- 
try, or only here and there a sporadic road which did not meet at all 


the demands of commerce, and then we were dependent entirely upon | 


the rivers. When I first became a citizenof Missouri I found upon the 
Missouri River seventy-odd packets equal in accommodation to any of 
the coast packets of Louisiana or to be found now upon the North 
River, and to-day I believe between the city in which I live and the 
city of Saint Louis there are two boats, dependent almost entirely upon 
way traffic. I simply meant to say that the changed conditions and 
circumstances of the country had brought about a condition of affairs 
which the river men seem very reluctant to admit but which still does 
exist. 
the Mississippi River and its great tributaries must always remain a 
most important factor and a conservative one in the carrying trade of 
the United States. ° 

Mr. PLUMB. Let meask theSenatora question. We do not differ 
about this matter. I agree with him entirely in what he now says, 
ond certainly I did not mean to misrepresent him. Does he mean to 
say now in support of the bil! that he thinks the building of a bridge 
by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad across this channel will in any way 
interfere with the commerce of this stream as an auxiliary of trade with 
New York and all that section of country? In other words, does he 
believe that the Baltimore and Ohio will take up any of the business 
that now comes down it? 

Mr. VEST. I do not know that it would, and it is not necessary to 
consider that question in regard to the propriety of passing this bill. 
The only question which was before the Committee on Commerce, and 
which is now before the Senate, is whether we can authorize the build- 
ing of this bridge in the interest of the general commerce of the country 
without doing manifest injustice to the people who navigate the stream ; 
and that is what we are trying to do. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask a question of some of the lawyers 
of the Committee on Commerce. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Missouri 


yield ? 
Mr. VEST. Certainly. 
Mr. HOAR. Perhaps the Senator from Missouri can answer. Per- 


haps the question will exhibit-a good deal of ignorance on my part. 
But as I understand the Senators from New Jersey the State of New 
Jersey opposes this project, and its Legislature has put itself on record 
against it. 

Mr. VEST. I believe they do. 

Mr. HOAR. Now, if that be frue, what operation is there in this 
bill at all to accomplish anything? I understand that Congress may, 
in the first place, by national authority, remove the objection in regard 
to a structure across a navigable stream that it obstructs navigation so 
that the persons building the bridge would not be indictable at com- 
mon law or by any other proper process, and the structure would not 
be destroyed asa nuisance. I understand that many persons, notevery- 
body, claim that under our power to regulate commerce we may au- 
thorize a railroad under the law of eminent domain to cross the country 
and take land, in which case, however, there must be provisions for its 
condemnation, and provisions which must attend the exercise of the 
power of eminent domain. But here there is nothing of that kind. 
Here is one. New Jersey corporation and one New York corporation, 
either of which is authorized to build a certain structure which must 
rest at one end upon landin New Jersey and must occupy New Jersey 
soil. There is not any authority to use eminent domain. 

Has not the State of New Jersey the absolute power over this New 
Jersey corporation, the Baltimore and New York Rai Company, 
and has it not the absolute power over all corporations to prevent them 
from building this bridge or any part of it in the State of New Jersey, 
notwithstanding this assent given by Congress? So, how does this 
measure do anything against the insistance or remonstrance of the State 
of New Jersey ? 

Mr. SEWELL. Itis the peculiarity of the bill that the Congress of 
the United States proposes to give a power to a corporation of New 
Jersey which the charter of that corporation especially prohibits it 
from using. 

Mr. HOAR. But this bill has not said that A B and C D, a corpora- 
tion which we create, or a corporation which any State has created, or 
any individuals may have Tr to them the sama of eminent do- 


as that statement is concerned I re- | 


What I meantto say at the sametime, and I repeat it, was that | 





main to build a bridge or to build a railroad. It has simply said ¢)), 

a New Jersey corporation may build a bridge on certain conditio.. 

and that is all it has said. It has not undertaken to exercise j; : 

proper way or in any way the authority which I named. 4 
Is not this corporation, although Congress has said it has no o| 

tion to its doing so, still under the control of New Jersey? Is not > 

Jersey soil still under the control of New Jersey for the purpos 

building bridges or constructing railroads or anything else, unless ( 

gress by national power, if it can do so, as most of us think, has aut 

ized an exercise of eminent domain? I can not see that any Sei 

has yet answered the proposition that if it be true that New Jers: 


jects we have been entirely wasting our time in bringing in and p 


this bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. What has New Jersey done? 

Mr. HOAR. Nothing, except her Legislature have voted to inst 
her Senators on the subject. 

Mr. SEWELL. The Legislature of New Jersey have on two 
sions voted, the first time unanimously, the next time by a two-th): 
vote, requesting Congress not to pass this bill, and they have pass: 
act prohibiting any corporation of New Jersey from exercising the : 
of crossing this stream without their consent. 

Mr. HOAR. What can be done under this billif New Jersey ob). 

Mr. SEWELL. I presume the corporation can threw the matt: 
litigation in the United States courts. 

Mr, Vest and others addressed the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri ha 
floor. 

Mr. VEST. I think I have the floor. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Missouri is entit 
to the floor. 

Mr. VEST. Iyielded, but the statute of limitations is still runni: ; 
The charters of these two railroad companies have in them the : 
nary provisions in regard to the crossing of a navigable stream and t 
condemnation of such portions of tlre land upon each side of the stre: 
as may be necessary for piers or abutments or the appurtenances to : 
bridge. That is a sufficient answer to the Senator from Massachuset! 

if he requires an answer. 

But aside from that, the Supreme Court of the United States has ¢ 
cided that Congress has the power, notwithstanding the act of a 1 
Legislature, to give toa railroad company the right to condemn so 
of the soil of a State as is necessary for the construction of a bridg: 

Mr. HOAR. But that is not done by the bill. 

Mr. VEST. The charters of these railroad companies give them a 
general right to bridge navigable streams. 

Mr. HOAR. That is my precise proposition. If Congress gives it 
them, then it may be that it is beyond the power of the State Legis<!.:- 
ture; but if they have got no power except from the State Legislati: 
which created one of these corporations and which can give or refi). 
to give powers to the other, how can they go on under the bill withou 
New Jersey legislation to accomplish this result? 

Mr. VEST. I have already stated that these charters contain the « 
dinary provisions for the passage of the railroad tracks over naviga!) 
streams, and theconstruction of bridges from each State, one from \ 
York and one from New Jersey, with the right to condemn land ! 
abutments or for piers upon the soil of those States. But even asi 
from that, if no such right existed under the charters, under the | 
that we have now any court would imply the right absolutely to use - 
much land as*was necessary 


Mr. INGALILS. Is it denied that the Arthur Kill isa naviga 
stream ? 
Mr. VEST. I think not. 


Mr. INGALLS. Iask the Senator from Massachusetts if he uni! 
stands that this Kill von Kull is a part of the navigable waters o! | 
United States. 

Mr. HOAR. Of course. 

Mr. INGALLS. Then what has New Jersey got to do with 
Suppose that New Jersey passed a thousand acts of her Legislature (' 
bidding a corporation from building a bridge over that stream, wi): 
effect would that have over an act of Congress declaring that a rail 
corporation might construct a bridge over it? Ido not understand t 
point made by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask the Senator from Kansas—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Senator from Missouri has () 
floor. 

Mr. ee Lask the Senator from Kansas to tell me how ' 
act of Congress give the authority to acquire soil that is in 
herent in Yn the 8 State a, Jersey itself? 

Mr. INGALLS. They have got the right already under the act ©! 


incorporation from New Jersey and New York to go up to the line 0! 
those navigable waters. 
Mr. SEWELL. That is just where the Senator is mistaken. 


Mr. INGALLS. Of course, if I am mistaken, that is the end of | 

Mr.SEWELL. There is a special provision on that subject. 

Mr. INGALLS. But the Senator from Missouri says, and it ho- 
been repeatedly stated in this debate, that 


existing te rights 
have been conferred both in New Jersey and in New York. 


If that 
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is the case they have the right up to the navigable line of that water, 
already upon the soil. Then to assume that an act-of the New Jersey 

i forbidding the crossing of the navigable waters of the 
United States by a bridge could interfere with the power of Congress, 
which has been exercised a thousand tinies over all the navigable 
waters of this country, is imputing a power to New Jersey that never 
has been claimed for any other State in this Union. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Missouri allow me to restate 
my proposition that it may be understood ?, The Senator from Kansas 
manifestly does not understand it. , 

It is conceded that the power exists in the United States to author- 
ize the dealing with navigable water as it sees fit. It may authorize 
the extension of a wharf into Boston Harbor, and it may authorize the 
taking of land by eminent domain for that purpose, if that be a mat- 
ter of general public interest. It may authorize the crossing of the 
Mississippi River. That is one thing it may do. 

There is another thing which Congress may do. It may authorize 
the crossing of the entire continent for purposes of interstite com- 
merce with a railroad and confer eminent domain. That is a separate 
thing which it may do. But it can not take away the power from 
New Jersey to control its corporations. If a corporation whose char- 
ter New Jersey created and whose charter it may alter or repeal, as I 
assume it can the charter of this corporation, undertakes to go into a 
business of interstate commerce, to build a railroad across Pennsylvania 


or anywhere else, New Jersey may stop it, and that is in the control of 


New Jersey, notwithstanding all the authority which Congress may 
have given it. 

In the next place, if it be necessary to take New Jersey soil to come 
down to the line of navigable water on one side, and the bridge can 
not be built without that, the control of that proceeding is solely within 
the power of the New Jersey Legislature, unless the Congress of the 
United States, in addition to its license to cross or occupy or interfere 
with the waters of the navigable streams, have added the authority to 
come down to the bank, and have added the authority to exercise emi- 
nent domain under national power conferred upon it for that purpose. 

That does not appear in this bill. We have simply said that a New 
Jersey corporation may cross this navigable water, and thatis all. A 
great deal is necessary to put this thing out of the control of New Jer- 
sey. New Jersey may destroy this New Jersey corporation. It may 
say that it shall exist only on condition that it shall not exercise the 
power to interfere with this navigable stream ; but in the absence of any 
such thing, unless New Jersey has conferred the power of eminent do- 
main to put one end of this structure upon her soil, this bill, it seems 
to me, is nugatory. That is the proposition I make. 

Mr. VEST. We have nothing to do with the powers of these cor- 
porations. Here are two corporations created under State law. One 
of the corporations is in New Jersey and the other isin New York. 
They come to us full and complete or incomplete as the State Legislat- 
ures have made them, and they simply ask from us the exercise of our 
jurisdiction, which is that to regulate commerce among the States. We 
say to them, you may go with your corporate power as the Legislature 
of your State has invested you and pass over a navigable stream of the 
United States. Now, that is all. We can not consider the question 
as to the powers of these corporations. 

IfI saieceiend the Senator from Massachusetts he wants Congress to 
put in this bill a provision to condemn land in New Jersey. We have 
nothing to do with that. The Supreme Court of the United States has 
said that no State Legislature can by any sort of legislation mar or de- 
crease in any iota the power given by the Constitution to Congress to 
regulate commerce. Thatinvolves the right to put a bridge over a navi- 
gable stream, and if New Jersey were to attempt by any legislation 
after we have this bill to say that these corporations should not 
have this the New York tion especially in New Jersey, 
for the purpose of constructing the bridge, it would be as much a nulli- 
fication as ‘South Carolina or any other State has ever been charged 
with attempting. There is no question in regard to that matter. No 
Pe emg would have a right to nullify an act of Congress in any such 


As I said before, it is a complete answer to the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts for us to say from the Committee on Commerce that we have 
nothing to do with the power of these corporations. They come to us 
and say, ‘“We exist, we have our powers, and we ask from you the ex- 
ercise of the jurisdiction which you possess, and only that jurisdiction; 


thatis, to that we may construct a bridge over a navigable stream;”’ 
= when = — States Congress does that it does all that it has 


is the whole of this question, sir. I hope the Senate will now 
a vote upon the bill and determine it at once, as I presume the 
Tana to a correct de- 


F 


a 

. President, it seems to me that the question we 
have been considering, so far as the law of iaaanaiied te edneemed. is 
whether, as the bill provides, a corporation created under the laws of 
New Jersey, upon the laws of that State for its very life and 
of thes vel anything forbidden by the public policy and the laws 








There can be no objection about this proposition; and when the Sen- 
ator from Missouri speaks of a corporation created in New York being 
authorized by Congress to exercise any power under its authority to 
regulate interstate commerce, he varies the proposition. That is true, 
but it is not true that a corporation, in defiance of the law that creates 
it and of the sovereign power to which it is amenable, may do any- 
thing. 

The statement here is that the State of New Jersey has forbidden 
this creature of it to pursue a certain line of policy. That New Jersey 
corporation is completely subject to the laws of the State of New Jersey 
and can have no power conferred upon it by Congress in violation of 
the law that creates it and the law to which it is amenable. 

Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Florida allow me to state 
right there that the Stateof New Jersey forbade the exercise of the right 
to bridge that stream without submitting the plans of the bridge to 
the action of the Legislature? It was intended just to protect the peo- 
ple navigating that stream from a low bridge; that was all; and New 
Jersey will grant these companies the power if they will only build a 
decent bridge. 

Mr. CALL. The coporation isa creature of New Jersey law, and the 
daw can not be violated by that corporate body which depends upon 
New Jersey law for its existence and for its powers. 

I propose to vote for the bill; yet I wish to say that I think the 
ought not to be, unlessit is absolutely necessary, any obstruction placed 
in a great water highway adjacent to a great commercial city like New 
York. It is immaterial whether the State of New Jersey or the State 
of New York or any other State has the principal interest in the com- 
merce that is to be found upon that highway. The question with me 
is that it is immaterial whether it be a million or two million dollars 
that is necessary to make a single span across a highway that bea: 
upon its bosom such a vast and stupendous t:aflic or a smaller amount; 
if it be practicable to do it, it ought to be done without any pier which 
may obstruct even in the smallest degree the navigation of that great 
highway. 

We are deficient in information upon that subject, and I think this 
matter ought to go over until some information of a definite character 
is presented. If the two Senators from New Jersey who have spoken 
upon this subject are right, and a bridge without a pier and with a 
single span can be built for any reasonable cost, in my judgment it 
ought to be done, and I shall sustain a proposition to that effect. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. VEST and others. I hope not. 

Mr. MILLER and others. Let us vote. 

Mr. HARRIS. If we can come to a vote I withdraw the motion. 
[‘‘Vote!”’ ‘‘Vote!”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. CALL. Let the amendment be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

The Corer CLERK. In section 1, line 9, after the words ‘‘ Arthur 
Kill,”’ it is proposed to insert the words ‘‘over Buckwheat Island;’’ and 
in section 2 to strike out all down to and including the words ‘‘ low- 
water mark,’’ in line 6, as follows: 

That said bridge shall be constructed as a pivot draw-bridge, with adraw over 
the main channel of the sound at an accessible and navigable point, and with 
spans of not less than 200 feet in length in the clear on each side of the central 


or pivot pier of the draw ; and said spans shall not be less than 32 feet above 
mean low-water mark. ‘ 


And in lieu thereof to insert: 


That said bridge shall be constructed with a draw over the channel on the 
New Jersey, or westerly side of Buckwheat Island, of not less than 100 feet open- 
ing, and with a — of not less than 400 feet on the easterly side of said island ; 
and said bridge shal! not be less than 70 feet above high-water mark. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to this 
amendment. [Putting the question.] The noes appear to have it. 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. COLQUITT (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. CuLLom]. 

Mr. GORMAN (when Mr. FrRYr’s name was called). I was requested 
by the Senator from Maine [ Mr. Frye] to state that he was called from 
the Chamber, but is paired with the Senator from Alabama [ Mr. Mor- 
GAN j. 

Mr. GEORGE (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Pike] on this question. If he 
were present, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. CONGER (when Mr. PALMER’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. PALMER] is paired with the Senator from North Carolina 
[Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs]. 

Mr. SPOONER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. WILson]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. BUTLER. I will announce for the last time the pair between 
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the Senator from Maryland [Mr. W1Lson] and the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Iam paired with the Senator from Iowa [Mr. 
ALLISON], who was called out of the Chamber and who will be absent 
for a few moments. He would vote “ yea’’ and I should vote “‘ nay.”’ 

Mr. MAHONE (after having voted in the affirmative). I have agreed 
to pair with the Senator from New York [Mr. Evarts], and therefore 
withdraw my vote. He would vote ‘‘nay’’ and I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair will inform Senators that 
so many are paired that less than a quorum have voted, although more 
than a quorum are present in the Chamber. 

Mr. MILLER. I suggest to the Chair that the announcement of the 
result be delayed for a few moments, and that the Sergeant-at-Arms go 
into the committee-rooms and ask Senators who are there to come in 
and vote. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. More than a quorura are present in 
the Senate Chamber, but many Senators present are puired. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I do not suppose anybody desires a roll-call on 
this subject. The negationi s sufficiently strong on the side of those op- 
posed to the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The call for the yeas and nays may 
be withdrawn by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HARRIS. Iask unanimous consent that the call be withdrawn. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Tennessee asks the 
unanimous consent of the Senate that the call for the yeas and nays be 
withdrawn. There being no objection, the call is withdrawn, and the 
amendment is rejected. . 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I will offer oneamendment to which I think the 
committee will agree. If I thought the committee would not agree to 
the amendment I should not delay the bill. Looking at the fourth sec- 
tion it reads as follows: 

That the plan and location of said bridge, &c. 


I desire to offer an amendment to that section by inserting after the 
words ‘‘and location’’ the words ‘‘ height and span ;’’ so as to read: 

That the plan and location, height and span of said bridge, with a detailed 
map of the sound at the proposed site, &c. . 

And at the end of line 3, in the same section, after the words “shall 
be,’’ I move to add the words: 


First recommended by a board of engineer officers of the United States Army, 
not less than five in number, whose recommendation shall be— 


Providing that their recommendation shall be submitted to the Sec- 
retary of War. Instead of leaving it, as you do now, to Major Gillespie 
to report, the amendment provides fora board of engineers, not less than 
five in number, who must examine into the location and the height and 
span. I suppose the committee will not object to the amendment. 

Mr. MILLER. I think I shall have to object to the amendment. I 
do not feel authorized to speak for the committee, but I introduced the 
bill. This matter has been under consideration by the Corps of Engi- 
neers for two years—— 

Mr. GORMAN. I hope the Senator from New York will withdraw 
his objeetion. This will only delay the matter for a short time, and 
really I think there is no objection to the amendment. 

Mr. MILLER. Perhaps I do not understand it fully. 

Several SENATORS. Let the amendment be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Let me explain to the Senate that the amend- 
ment proposes to do exactly what was done in regard to bridging the 
Detroit River and other streams. Instead of taking the opinion of a 
single engineer officer, I proposea board of engineers. They may meet 
within a week for that matter. They are to be appointed by the Sec- 
retary of War, to determine the question as to the plan and location of 
the bridge and the height and span of the bridge, taking into consid- 
eration the commerce, and to make a recommendation to the Secretary 
of War who shall approve the same before action is begun. 

Mr. BUTLER. There is no objection to that. 

Mr. MILLER. This is a very sudden movement, and it is not very 
fully understood; but if the Senator from Maryland thinks: it is all 
right I do not know that I shall object. As the amendment is ex- 
plained it entirely does away with the provision for the bridge being 
32 feet above water; it entirely does away with the proposition of a 
draw of 200 feet in the clear on either side, and puts the whole thing 
absolutely, without any provision of Congress whatever as to the bridge, 
either as to the length of span or the height or length of the draw, not 
only out of the hands of Congress, but commits it to a board of Army 
engineers. That is all there is of it. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. If the board decide that the bridge shall be 
higher than 32 feet, and that should be the opinion of the board taking 
into consideration the commerce, I do not suppose the Senator from 
New York would complain, when the bill says it shall notbe less than 
32 feet. 

Mr. MILLER. The Senate has never yet undertaken, in authoriz- 
ing the building of a bridge, after having made provision in regard to 
the limitation of the width of span and height, &c., then to turn around 
in an addendum to the bill and say that the whole thing shall be re- 
ferred to a board of engineers, who shall have absolute control of the 
plans and propositions connected with it. . 
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Mr. McMILLAN. Let the amendment be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. In section 4, line 1, after the words ‘‘ and loca- 
cation,’’ insert the words “‘height and span;’’ and at the end of line 3, 
after the words ‘‘shall be,” add the words ‘‘first recommended by 
board of engineer officers of the United States Army, not less than tive 
in number, whose recommendation shall be’’— 

So as to read: 

That the plan and location, height and span of said bridge, with a detailed 
map of the sound at the proposed site of the bridge and near thereto, exhibiting 
the depths and currents, shall be first reeommended by a board of engineer f- 
ficers of the United States Army, not less than five in number, whose recom men- 


dation shall be submitted to the Secretary of War for his approval, and unti! 
approve the plan and location of said bridge it shall not be built. 


Mr. DOLPH. I suggest to the Senator from New Jersey that he had 
probably better say ‘‘to be appointed by the Secretary of War’? than 
to be submitted to him. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. There will be no objection to that modification. 

Mr. BUTLER. Pendingthat, Imovethatthe Senateadjourn. [‘' Let 
us vote !’’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
moves that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. GORMAN and Mr. McPHERSON. Let us finish the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ifwecanvotel will withdrawthemotion. [‘‘ Vote!” 
“*Vote!’’] I withdraw the motion for the present, and give notice that 
I shall renew it pretty quickly unless a vote is reached. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON ]. 

Mr. McMILLAN. If this amendment is adopted it seems to me, 
with the very brief examination I have been able to give it, that it is 
entirely inconsistent and in conflict with the second section of the bill. 
There is no express repeal of the section, but it leaves the bill ina 
shape in which it seems to me it can not be executed. I have not 
charge of the bill, and therefore will say nothing further. 

Mr. MILLER. I must protest against the adoption of this amend- 
ment. We have provided in the bill fora certain kind of abridge. We 
have specified that it shall be a pivot draw of not less than 200 feet in 
the clear on each side, that the bridge shall be built not less than 32 
feet above low water, and that so far as the location is concerned and 
the rest of the plans of the bridge all shall be submitted to the Secre- 
tary of War for his approval before anything can be done. 

Now there isa proposition made to put the whole thing in the hans 
of the Secretary of War, he to be guided by a board of Army enginecrs 
consisting of five, who shall decide upon the location, upon the length 
of span, upon the height of bridge, and upon every particular pertain- 
ing to it before anything can be done. 

As the chairman of the Committee on Commerce [Mr. MCMILLAy | 
has suggested, this amendment is in absolute conflict with the secon 
section and in fact with nearly all that precedes it in the bill. It is 
simply a part of the attempts which have been made to amend this 
bill and to destroy it, first, by authorizing the building of a tunnel and 
then by compelling the bridge to be 70 feet above high water. Failing 
in that, it is now proposed to entirely destroy the billand simply pass a 
bill, if it amounts to anything, which says that a bridge may be built 
at some point across the Arthur Kill, of such dimensions, of such height 
above the water, and of such width of spans as the Secretary of War, 
guided by five Army engineers, may decide. 

It was only a few moments ago when the opposers of this bill were 
arguing here that it was not safe to leave even the discretion which we 
had put into the bill with the Secretary of War and the Army engi- 
neers. The Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] argued strenuously 
against giving the Secretary of War even that discretion, and urged that 
we should absolutely locate it at some particular point on the stream. 
and that we should provide carefally in every particular. Now it is 
proposed to take out all the provisions guarding the bill and put it abso- 
lutely into the hands of the Secretary of War guided by a board of Army 
engineers. I protest that that kind of legislation has never been pro- 
posed in this body and has never been carried. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move to lay the amendment on the table. 

The motion to lay the amendment on the table was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bili was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the amendments 0! 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5887) making appropriations for the 
service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1887, numbered 1 and 2; that it had disagreed to the amendments 
of the Senate numbered 3, 4, and 6, and that it had agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate numbered 5 with an amendment, in whic! 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 
Mr. HOAR. Mr. President—— 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will lay before the Sen: 


The Senator from South Carolina 
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The Corer CLERK. ‘‘A bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States.”’ 

Mr. HOAR. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 6 o’clock and 6 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Friday, May 21, at 12 o’clock m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, May 20, 1886. 


The House met at 110’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. Mitsury, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved. 


CARPENTERS, NAVY DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting an estimate from the Secretaiy of the 
Navy for pay of carpenters at the Navy Department; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

PANAMA CANAL—PROGRESS IN 1885. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Navy, transmitting a special intelligence report by Lieutenant 
Kimball and Naval Cadet Capp, United States Navy, upon the progress 
of the Panama Canal during the year 1885; which was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. RoGeErs, indefinitely, on account of important business. 

To Mr. KELLEY, on Friday and Saturday next, to enable him to visit 
Lynchburg and Roanoke, Va. 


CORRECTION OF A BILL. 


On motion of Mr. STORM, unanimous consent was given for the re- 
printing of the bill (H. R. 8746) to allot lands of the Seneca Indians in 
New York with the following correction, being the insertion of words 
omitted by mistake: On page 5, section 8, line 6, after the word ‘‘ Indi- 
ans,’’-insert the words ‘‘ and said commissioners shall;’’ also, on page 
6, section 9, line 2, after the word ‘‘ them,’’ insert the words ‘‘or made 
by Indians.” 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
Senate bill 91 be taken from the House Calendar and considered at this 
time. It is an act to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to granta right of 
way for arailroad and telegraph line through the lands of the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Nations of Indians to the Saint Louis and San Francisco 
Railroad Company, and for other pu ? 

' The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill, after which the 
Chair will ask for objections. 

The bill was read. ’ 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill just read ? 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I object. 

Mr. BEACH. Mr. Speaker, I do not make objection to the consid- 
eration of the bill. I understand that this is in the nature of a private 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that there is considerable 
doubt about such bills, as to whether they properly go to the House 
Calendar or to the Private Calendar. The Chair understands that this 
is a bill giving the consent of the United States toa private corporation 

the right of way through certain Indian lands. 

Mr. CH. Mr. Speaker, I do not object, but I desire to make 
some remarks on the bill if it is to be considered at this time. 

Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Speaker, I desire to inquire of the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. CULBERSON] whether this is an act granting a right 
pers or simply an act extending the time for the building of the 


Mr. CULBERSON. Extending the time. That is all. 
aun The Chair was misinformed as to the character of 
Mr. BRUMM. Is there any land grant that will be affected by rea- 
son of this extension of time? 
Mr. CULBERSON. None at all, sir. The reason why the exten- 
sion is needed is that under the original act the Secretary of War was 
to the point at which this company should cross the 
River with its bridge, and he failed to make the designation 
in time to permit the completion of the road within the time pre- 
scribed by the original act. 
Mr. BRUMM. The bill, I believe, is unanimously reported by the 


Mr. CULBERSON. Yes, sir; there is a unanimous report of the 
committees, both in the House and in the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. How long does it extend the time? 

Mr. CULBERSON. 





LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported a 
bill (H. R. 8974) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1887, and for other purposes, and moved that it be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, I reserve all points of order on that 
bill. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Regular order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I ask the gentleman from Maine to withdraw his de- 
mand for the regular order long enough for me to make a request for 
unanimous consent to dispense with the morning hour. 

Mr. REED assented. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker, Iask unanimous consent that the morn- 
ing hour be dispensed with. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


Mr. Speaker — 


MACKEREL FISHIXG. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I move to take 
up House bill No. 5538, which was made the special order for the 18th 
of May, but was, I believe, on motion of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, postponed until to-day. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understand that that bill will not occupy more 
than an hour. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I think not. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the title of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 5538) relating to the importing and landing of mackcrel caught 
during the spawning season. 


The SPEAKER. Is the reading of the bill demanded ? 
Mr. REED, of Maine. I think the bill should be read. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Amer- 
ica in Congress assembled, That for the period of five years from and after the 

of this act, no mackerel, other than what is known as Spanish mackerel, 
caught between the Ist day of March and the Ist day of June, inclusive, of each 
year shall be imported into the United States. 

Sec.2. That section 4321 of the Revised Statutes is amended, for the period of 
fiye years aforesaid,so as to read before the last sentence as follows: ** This li- 
cense does not grant the right to fish for mackerel, other than for what is known 
as Spanish mackerel, between the Istday of Marchand the Ist day of June, inclu- 
sive, of this year.’ Or, in lieu of the foregoing there shall be inserted so much 
of said period of time as may remain unexpired under this act. 

Sec.3. That the penalty for the violation or attempted violation of this act 
shall be forfeiture of license on the part of the vessel engaged in said violation, 
if a vessel of this country, and the forfeiture to the United States, according to 
law, of the mackerel imported or landed, or sought to be imported or landed. 

Sec. 4. That nothing in this act shall be construed to conflict with existing 
treaties. 


Sec. 5. That all laws in conflict with this law are hereby repealed. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, this bill has been 
presented by the Committee on Ways and Means in response to numer- 
ous petitions referred to the committee, as well as urgent representa- 
tions by gentlemen of the House who are well informed on this sub- 
ject. The object of the bill is to prevent mackerel fishing when the 
fish are first moving to our shores and for the most part are spawning. 
Gentlemen are familiar with legislation of this kind relating to other 
species of fish, and the general nature of the measure will be apparent, 
perhaps, without much explanation from me. 

It may be well to remark that the committee proposes two amend- 
ments, one of which arises from the lapse of time since the introduc- 
tion of the bill. The bill as drawn proposes to embrace the present 
season as one during which mackerel caught in the early part of the 
season can not be landed. That period having substantially passed, 
the bill, of course, can only begin to operate with the coming year. 

There is also one section, section 4, which has been inserted by mis- 
take, and which at the proper time I will ask to have stricken out. 
That section provides— 

That nothing in this act shall be construed to conflict with existing treaties. 

Upon inquiry at the State Department we have learned that this pro- 
vision is unnecessary verbiage. 

Mr. Speaker, I would not consent to any extreme and permanent leg- 
islation upon'a matter of this sort; but a conservative proposition like 
this, temporary in its duration, is, Ithink, only areasonable response to 
the views and solicitations which have been presented tous. The bill 
can only operate for five years; and it will only preclude, so far as it 
may be effectual, the catching of mackerel during a period of three 
months of each year, mainly the spawning season, when, as is well 
known, so far as the salting of fish is concerned, they are ill-suited for 
that purpose. 

There is considerable doubt among the authorities as to whether or 
not any appliances for catching fish that rove in the open sea can have 
an appreciable effect upon their quantity. Iam less of opinion now 
than I was in the earlier stages of such investigation as I have been able 
to give to this matter that it is possible to practically exterminate opeu- 
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sea fish. But, as I before remarked, there is considerable difference of 
opinion on this subject, especially i in view of modern ve dealing 
with classes of fish that congregate closely in great schools and upon 
limited areas. By meansof immense nets operated by steam fish arenow 
taken, not as in olden times by hook and line, butas many as hundreds 
of barrels at a single haul. 

But apart from that, a matter about which there is practically no 
dispute is the unwisdom of their being harassed in the early part of 
the year and during the spawning season by being pursued, as they 
sometimes are, by hundreds of vessels, plowing among them and dis- 
persing them from our coast, driving them far out to sea, where it 
is difficult to gep them, and of course much more expensive to dis- 
pose of them after they are caught. Especially is this realized in the 
warm season of the year—and the mackerel-fishing season proper is 
mainly from about the 1st of July to the ist of November, running 
through the warm months of July and August—when the fish are 
taken at a point remote from shore, and when there must, of course, be 
more expensive arrangements made for preserving them until they can 
be properly handled. 

Therefore, sir, the concurrent testimony being that, independent of 
the question of extinction, while the fish are coming into our shores 
and during thisearlier portion of the season embracing at least a greater 
part of the spawning season, they should not be disturbed, and should 
not be harassed until fully upon our fishing grounds and fitted for con- 
sumption, I have come to the conclusion (without myself knowing by 
experience anything at all of this business, but after conferring with 
those who have experience and from reading the productions of those 
who are considered authorities upon the question) that the passage of 
a bill of this character is a reasonable and conservative step, and so far 
as tood products are concerned will tend tocheapen the supply of food. 
I am all the more strengthened in my support of this measure because 
it seems to be in accord with the almost unanimous wish of the men 
whe catch the fish and see the need of some regularity and system. 

It may be well to remark that of the fleet we have engaged in this 
business, three hundred and fifty-eight vessels in 1885, carrying five 
thousand four hundred and twenty-five men, all but four of the vessels 
came from the States of Massachusetts and Maine. Of those four, one 
comes from Portsmouth, N. H., one from Connecticut, one from Penn- 
sylvania, atid one from New York. I believe the principal opposition 
will come from my distinguished friend from New York [Mr. HEwrrr], 
who I suppose represents that single vessel. 

Mr. REAGAN. Will my friend from Arkansas be kind enough to 
state (because I have not examined the bill) in what waters the bill 
proposes to control fishing ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. We do notspecify any waters 
in the bill. We can not do that. The bill seeks to prevent the land- 
ing of mackerel from the Ist of March to the 1st of June, wherever they 
may be caught, upon the theory that if people can not land and sell 
them they will not catch them. 

Mr. REAGAN. What I wish to ask the gentleman from Arkansas 
in this connection is if there is anything in the bill that applies to the 
waters within the marine league of the shore on our State coasts. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. There is nothing in the bill 
that affects the waters within the marine league, at least no thought of 
interference is entertained, nor is there anything that applies to the 
fish canght in the estuaries along our shores. 

Mr. REAGAN. lIasked the question because there was a bill re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee for the purpose of extending to citi- 
zens of each State the rights granted to citizens of any other State to 
fish for floating fish-—— 

Mr. COLLINS. They reported adversely on that bill. 

M-:. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. This has no connection with 
that bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. That is what I understand, that the Committee on 

the Judiciary reported adversely as to the authority to do that. How 
then can authority be assumed to do it here? 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. But we do not touch that ques- 
tion; this has reference to dee fish. We do not say, or I do not 
wish tosay, that citizens of the United States shall not catch fish within 
the jurisdiction of the State. 

Mr. REAGAN. Bat if you disregard the principles that the waters 
within the marine league belong to the States, and if this bill applies 
to such waters, then you do restrict the rights of the citizens of the 
State. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. We do not touch that question at all; this 
applies to the waters beyond the marine league. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. This has as the 
gent!eman will observe, only to the fishing for mackerel, which do not 
run up the streams or come into the estuaries. They are an open-sea 
deep-water fish, perhaps do not come within the marine league, or 
least of all during the season here embraced, and hence the point that 
the gentleman from Texas raises is perhaps not touched by this bill. 
But | will be glad to see any proper features that may be lacking added 


by the House. 
Mr. REAGAN. But the gentleman from Arkansas must remember 


that the marine league extends a good way out from the estuaries. 
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Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Iam awareof that, but I a.) 
stating the fact that these, being what are termed open-sea fish, do not 
come into the estuaries like shad and herring, and perhaps are not cau. 
to any appreciable extent even within the marine league. Other | 
tlemen here can speak to that point better than I can. 

Mr. COLLINS. And they do not catch them with a hook and | 
any more. 

Mr. LORE. Let me ask the gentleman from Arkansas whether ; 
Fish Commission of the United States have favored this bill? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, I will state in response t 
gentleman from Delaware that the Fish Commission of the U nite: 
States has not been asked specifically about the bill; though [ hay, 
talked fully with the Commissioner and others of the service, and had 
some correspondence with them about the propositions involved; a)\ 
I have here in my hand a very interesting letter from the specia|i. 
employed by Professor Baird to study and observe the habits, « 
the mackerel. Captain Collins, a gentleman whom I am assure | 
Professor Baird is the best living authority on the subject, and h 
statements of facts strongly sustain this bill. 

Mr. TUCKER. I would like to ask the gentleman from Arka 
another question. In reading this bill it seems to me it does app! 
waters which belong for the purpose of fishing to the States as \. 
as the waters beyond the marine league or domain of the States. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Will the gentleman poin: 
the provision of the bill to which he referred ? 

Mr. TUCKER. The second section of the bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Well, that I shall be glad 
hear further upon; but I can not understand now how you can mak 
such a construction. 

Mr. TUCKER. I amasking only forinformation, not pretendiny : 
criticise the bill. The second section of the bill provides: 

That section 4321 of the Revised Statutes is amended, for the eee 
years aforesaid, so as to read before the last sentence as follows : ‘* This 1i 
does not grant the right to fish for mackerel, other than for what is knowin :- 
Spanish mackerel, between the Ist day of March and the Ist day of June, in 
sive, of this year.” 

Now, what is the nature of this license to which reference is made? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Thatissimply for the purpose of giving no‘ 
to the fishermen directly in their licenses. 

Mr. TUCKER. Does thislicense which the Governmentallows under 
this bill apply to waters which belong exclusively to the States? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. No, sir. 

Mr. TUCKER. It applies then only to the ocean, or to waters beyond 
the marine league ? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. [t applies only to such waters as the Unite! 
States has the right to issue a license for. 

Mr. REAGAN. It seems to me that this first provision of the bil! is 
more indefinite than the other. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Will the ono poin 
out—— 

Mr. BRAGG. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BRAGG. There are a number of gentlemen here who are very 
anxious to hear what this private conversation is about. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has been endeavoring to secure orc: 
upon the floor, and gentlemen will facilitate the transaction of the 
public business by assisting the Chair in that respect. 

Mr. REAGAN. By permission of the gentleman from Arkansis | 
want to call his attention to the reading of the first section: 


That for the period of five years from and after the passage of this a 
mackerel, other than what is known as the Spanish mackerel, caught bet 
the Ist day of March and the Ist day of June, inelusive, of each year, sha 
imported into the United States or landed upon its shores. 

There is nothing in this that would indicate that the bringing in © 
mackerel caught within the territory of the States may not be «0 


It is not intended to cover it, and has 10! 


Mr. TUCKER. Idonotthink it will cover it, for I take it for granite! 
that the section applies only to mackerel caught in waters peyon( |! 
boundary of the United States. 

Mr. REAGAN. It does not say S80. 

Mr. TUCKER.- Yes; it says ‘shall not be imported,” and that \:- 
plies that it is caught in foreign waters; and therefore I think the 1 
section ies only to fish caught in foreign waters. 

Mr. HE . Fish caught by American vessels in the dee) ~ 
and brought into our ports would not be classed as an importation \» 
der our customs laws and regulations. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I will now surrender the 1!) 
and yield one-half hour to the gentleman from New York [Mr. H: 


m.. HEWITT. I desire to make a 
The SPEAKER, The gentleman state it. 
Mr. HEWITT. Mr. , I should like to understand the 
which governs the disposition of time in this discussion. I donot kno 
whether this bill is open for discussion without limit of debs‘. 
or whether it is limited by hour rule for the call of committees 


liame ane inquiry. 








1886. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. A735 





The SPEAKER. Under the ruleof the House a gentleman who ob- | tage in this House, and deservedly so, which looks like crowding any- 
tains the floor in his own right has an hour, and the discussion continues body. The gentleman from New York states he is not in physical con- 
until the previous question is ordered. dition to go on with the debate, and for my part I do not want to press 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I desire to call the previous him to do it. If unanimous consent can be given that we shall go on 
question at the close of one hour. with this bill and finish it to-morrow, I shall consent to that arrange- 

Mr. HEWITT. I decline to have time yielded to me. I wish to | ment with great pleasure. 
take the floor in my own right. This is a much more important sub- Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I consent to that. 
ject than it might be inferred to be from the remarks of the gentleman Mr. COBB. I feel compelled to object to that arrangement. 
from Arkanaas. Mr. REED, of Maine. . Then say next Saturday. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Thegentleman from New York Mr. HAMMOND. In the absence of the chairman of the Select Com- 
can consume the half-hour which I yield him, and then take the floor | mittee on American Ship-building and Ship-owning Interests I beg te 
in his own right. ; state that Saturday is specially assigned for the consideration of the bill 

The SP. The gentleman from Arkansas holds the floor. as to free ships. 

Mr. HEWITT. I desire to have the floor in my own right. The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the request which has been 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I desire to say to the House and to the gen- | made. The gentleman from Maine [ Mr. REED] asks unanimous con- 
tleman from New York, that while I am deeply interested and my con- | sent that this bill be considered to-morrow immediately after the read 
stituency is also deeply interested in this bill, I have not the slightest | ing of the Journal. Is that objected to? 
desire to limit him or any one else in debate. Mr. COBB. I object. 

But we all have to be governed in dealing with matters before the The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine then asks unanimous 
House by the situation of affairs as we find them. We can not cut | consent that the bill be considered on Saturday. 
these debates out of whole cloth. We have got to do as we can; and Mr. COBB. I shall object to that also. 
we could only get this question fairly before the House upon an under- Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
standing that we should not interfere with other business. Now if the | pone the consideration of the bill? 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] has no objection to let the dis- The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 
cussion go on, I do not care how much time is given.. But under the Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Then I move that the consid- 
circumstances, having only an hour, we desired to give the gentleman | eration of the bill be postponed till to-morrow. 
from New York one-half the time and take one-half ourselves, and then The question was taken on the motion of Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Ar- 
close up the discussion, having reference to the actual time there is for | kansas; and there were—ayes 106, noes 22. 
business before the House. Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, as to-morrow is private bill day, 

Mr. HEWITT. I do not propose to be dependent upon the grace of | I make the point that there is no quorum. 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] when I defend the rights and The SPEAKER. The point being made that there is no quorum, the 
interests of my tituents. If the House chooses to close debate in | Chair willjdesignate the gentleman from Arkansas, Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, 
an hour, I must do the best I can. But this isa subject which can not | and the gentleman from New Jersey, Mr. BUCHANAN, to act as tellers. 
a oa in an hour; and for myself, I claim either that Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
the subject shall go over or that we shall have time to deal with it in- | Does the result of this vote, if decided in the affirmative, set aside the 
telligently. Private Calendar to-morrow ? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. If the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hew- The SPEAKER. Itdoes. If this bill is called up under a special 
ITT] does not desire to speak, I will make a few remarks and then call | order of the House naming to-morrow specifically, the Private Calendar 

will not be considered. 


























Is it in order to move to post- 


the previous question. 

Mr. HEWITT. I want to be recognized in my own right; and I 
notified the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLounT], who understands 
it perfectly, that this discussion could not be ended in an hour. I do 
not think the subject can be properly discussed in an hour, and I wish 
ample time. If I were in condition to enter upon discussion to-day, 
as the gentleman from Maine knows I am not, I might in fifteen or 
twenty minutes siate the case; but as it is, disabled by utter loss of 
sleep, I must take considerable time in reading authorities which other- 
wise I would’state. 

Mr. LORE. I wish to ask the gentleman from New York whether 
this is not a question of cheap food for a large portion of the people of 
this country? 

Mr. HEWITT. It is certainly an important question. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. If the gentleman from New York declines to 
take the time yielded to him I shall endeavor to state both sides of the 
question. 

Mr. HEWITT. Isimply ask the Chair to decide whether at any 
time in the course of this debate I will be able to take the floor ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can not state that, because the House 
may order the previous question. Unless the previous question is or- 
dered, the eman from New York being a member of the committee 
and to the bill, the Chair will recognize him. 

Mr. HEWITT. I desire to be recognized now. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECK- 
INBIDGE] yield the floor? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. If I am permitted to resume 
the floor after the gentleman from New York has made his remarks I 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 

they had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the following titles; 
when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 7207) making appropriation to supply deficiency in 
amount required for expenditure to June 30, 1886, for examination and 
surveys required by acts of March 3, 1875, and Jgne 19, 1878, to as- 
certain depth of water and width of channel at South Pass of Missis- 
sippi River; 

A bill (H. R. 570) for the relief of E. P. Thompson; and 

A bill (H. R. 6391) to authorize the Kansas City, FortScott and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and operate a railway through the In- 
dian Territory, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BUCHANAN (before the completion of the division). Mr. 
Speaker, inasmuch as it is evident that a large majority of those pres- 
ent do not desire to have the private bills acted upon which we’ have 
reported, I withdraw the point as to no quorum. 

TheSPEAKER. The point that noquorum has voted is withdrawn. 
The ayes have it, and the motion to postpone the further consideration 
of the pending bill until to-morrow is agreed to. 

BUSINESS OF COMMITTEE ON BUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Mr. DIBBLE, by unanimous consent, reported from the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds a resolution dated April 26, 1886, to 
fix a day for the consideration of business from the said committee; 
which was referred to the House Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the 
purpose of further considering the Senate amendments to the Post- 
Office appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. HAMMOND. in the chair. 


. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. There was no absolute agree- 


— mien, bowerer, to call the previous question at the expira- 


Mr. BLOUNT. I understood from the gentleman from Arkansas and The CHAIRMAN. The House isin Committee of the Whole House 
from the from Maine that this matter would take only an on the state of the Union for the further consideration of the Post-Of- 
hour, fice appropriation bill. General debate upon the bill was concluded at 

Mr. BRECKINRIDG Arkansas pressed ss 5 o’clock yesterday. The Clerk will now read the first amendment. 
what time it would taka; t that is all. I pees Pao to call the see ee Seed, 2s follows: 
previous s . Pa lat tl d of li 16, insert 

en the end of — hour, and I still have that wish “And the Postenaster-General is he reby authorized to rent a suitable building 
strongly enforce it if within my power, and if I ean do so} on Capitol Hill for use as a branch of the Washington city post-office, at a rate 
without rudeness to my friend from New York [Mr. Hewitt]. not_exceeding $39 per month, until further action of Congress.” 
r Mr. BLOUNT. As there seems to be a misunderstanding about this, Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, the propriety of this amendment 


the gentleman had better withdraw the bill for the present and | may be briefly stated. Section 98 of the Postal Laws and Regulations 


(which is but a part of the Revised Statutes) is as follows: 
That the Postmaster-General, when the public convenience requires it, may 
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establish within any post-office delivery one or more branch offices for the re- 
eeipt and delivery of maj] matter and the sale of stamps and envelopes; and he 
shall prescribe the rules and regulations for the government thereof. 


The Postmaster-General is allowed a gross fund for rent, light, fuel, 
&c., and but for a provision in the deficiency bill passed in 1874, which 
prohibited a contract for the rent of any building in the city of Wash- 
ington until an appropriation had been made therefor, there would be 
no occasion for this provision here. No special appropriation having 
been made for this purpose, the Postmaster-General is unable to make 
a contract for a building; and the committee have therefore deemed it 
best to recommend concurrence in thisamendment. For further justi- 
fication of the amendment I ask to have printed in this connection the 
opinions of the Postmaster-General and of the Attorney-General in ref- 
erence to the construction of the law. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The following are the opinions referred to by Mr. BLOUNT: 


Post-Orrick DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., May 12, 1886. 

My Dear Mer. Cuarrman: I hand you herewith a copy of the opinion of the 
Assistant Attorney-General in regard to the East Capitol station. Thissupplies 
the vague remembrance, which I could not give specific fixity to, of some stat- 
ute which prohibited the renting of a building in the city of Washington except 
by special direction. It is in the deficiency bill of 1874. 

The residue of the opinion is too clear for any question, as it seems to me. 
The opinion of the Attorney-General of the United States, furnished July 1, 1885, 
to which reference was made, was, if I mistake not, based upon a prior decision 
of the Court of Claims, and in consequence of that decision there was en 
by the Congress in the act of March 3, 1885, authority to rent post-offices and 
buildings for post-office uses in general. That stands, of course, qualified by the 
clause in the deficiency bill of 1874, quoted in the inclosed opinion. 

Very respectfully, 
WM. F. VILAS, Postmaster-Gencral. 

Hon. J. H. Biount, 


Chairman Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
Post-OrriceE DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., December 11, 1885. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication of date 
10th instant, asking my opinion relative to the law in regard to the renting of 
buildings and rooms for the use of the Government in the District of Columbia, 

You refer to me therewith the letter of Hon. WiL11AM P, Frye, and of Hon. 
W. B, ALutson, and Hon. James B. Beck, giving their views of the state of the 
law as s the renting of a station for use as a branch post-office on East 
Capitol > 

The state of the law on which I gavean oral opinion some time since was, and 
still is, as follows: 

The deficiency bill of 1874 enacts that “hereafter no contract shall be made 
for the rent of any building or part of any building in Washington, not now in 
use by the Government, to be used for the pu of the Government until an 
appropriation therefor shall have been made in terms by Congress.” 

The act of July 5, 1884, making appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1885, reads: 
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“For rent, light, and fuel, $480,000. And the Postmaster-General is hereby 
authorized to rent a suitable building on Capitol Hill for use as a branch of the 
Washington city post-office, at a rate not exceeding $30 per month.” 

The act of March 3, 1885, did not re-enact this provision, and makes no appro- 
priations in terms for the rent of such branch office. 

It reads: “For rent, light, and fuel, $490,000. That the Postmaster-General 
may, in the disbursement of this appropriation, apply part thereof to the pur- 
pose of leasing premises for use for post-offices of the first, second, and third 
classes, at a reasonable annual rental, to be paid quarterly for a term not ex- 
ceeding five years,”’ &c. 

The opinion of the Attorney-General farnished to this Department July 1, 
1855, upon the authority of the Postmaster-General to lease buildings for post- 
offices, advised this oo that the Postmaster-General could not, prior 
to the act of March 3, 1885, lease a building for a post-office anywhere fora 
longer term than the appropriation provided for the payment of the rent. 

The act of March 3, 1885, makes no provision in terms for a renting of the 
branch office on East Capitol Hill. 

There is nothing in the act of 1834 authorizing this particular building to be 
rented for a longer period than the appropriation from which it was to be paid, 
and, under the rule of the Attorney-General’s opinion, the act of 1884 must be 
held as authorizing the renting of that branch office only for the year covered 
by that appropriation. 

I find nothing in the subsequent acts which will warrant me in the view that 
a renewal of the lease was authorized, or that it was intended to be covered by 
the general appropriation for rent, light, and fuel of the act of March 3, 1835. 
The opinion of the Attorney-General makes it quite clear that the act of 1884 
did not authorize a continuing contract. The act of 1874, above quoted, seems 
to my mind to preclude the Postmaster-General from incurring this expense in 
the absence of an appropriation in terms therefor. 

The general authority to lease ffices of the several classes therein men- 
tioned in the act of March 3, 1885, does not affect or modify the act of 1874 pro- 
hibiting the renting of buildi in this city. That prohibition is still in full 
force, and it seems clear tome the only safe rule is to keep within its terms, 
much as I would like to see my way clear to advise otherwise in this case. 

Itis with no little diffidence that Iadhere to these views in view of the fact that 
eminent and learned gentlemen differ with them. But I am led to think that 
the Senaters formed their conclusions without et before them the act of 
1874, and without having their attention called to the legal aspects of the case 
presented by ere eneral Garland’s opinion. 

Very respectfully, 
EDWIN E. BRYANT, 
Assistant Atlorney-General, Post-Office Department, 
Hon. A. E, STEVENSON, 


First Assistant Postmaster-General. 
The Clerk read the next amendment, as follows: 


I 1, line 20, after the word “cents,” insert “forty thousand dollars of 
which may be used in the discretion of the Postmaster-General for the estab- 


lishment under existing law of the free-delivery system in cities where it isnot 
now established.” 


Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, under the law the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral may establish free-delivery offices wherever the gross receipts reach 
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$20,000 or the population served thereby reaches 20,000. Appropriy. 
aon have been provided for the service to the fullest extent allow., 
by law. 

The Senate, however, inserted this provision, which does not exten) 
the free-delivery system beyond the limit authorized by law at thi. 
time; and the only reason the Committee on the Post-Office and Poq;. 
Roads could see for its insertion was that it had been found in a p;, 
vious bill, and out of abundance of caution has been inserted here. |; 
amounts to nothing; it is mere surplusage; and we thought, in or, 
to get the question out of the way of the conferees and out of the way 
of the House, we would recommend concurrence. : 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois, I would like to ask the gentleman w het}, 
the effect of that provision might not be that not more than $10) (\(\) 
could be so used, and whether, in view of the circumstances of the cities 
that might take the free-delivery service under existing law, the $40). 
000 embraced in this proposition would not in all probability be app)icd 
to the extension of the free-delivery system to cities where it is not nov 
ih operation. 

Mr. BLOUNT. This provision was in the last bill, and there was 
found no objection of that kind. 

The question being taken on concurring in the amendment of the 
Senate, it was concurred in. 

The next amendment of the Senate was read, as follows: 

After the words in lines 46 and 47, *‘ Inland t rtation by steamboat routes, 
five hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars,” insert the following : 

“ The Postmaster-General is authorized, after the due advertisement, to con. 
tract for inland and foreign steamboat mail service, when it can be com bined ;; 
one route, where the foreign office or offices are not more than 200 miles distan: 
from the domestic office, on the same terms and conditions as inland steam)oat 
service, and pay for the same out of the appropriation for inland steamboat 
service ; said contracts to be made with and performed by American built and 
registered steamships.” 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, although not able to be 
present continually, I have followed the debates on this question in the 
RECORD, and there remains perhaps little new or important to be said 
The carrying of the mailsin the United States, and between the Unite! 
States and foreign countries, is, or ought to be, a business operation and 
nothing else. In the transmission of mail matter two methods are en- 
ployed. In the one case, the Government advertises for bids and lets 
contracts to the lowest bidder fora specific service; that is, for carrying 
the mails to and from certain points—this and nothing more. If the 
contractor chooses to connect with that service the duties of a common 
carrier it is merely incidental; he may doso or not as he chooses. The 
other method is to employ the common carriers of the country to traus- 
port and distribute the mails, and by this method, to a large extent 
the mails of the United States are transmitted and distributed. The 
first method, that of contracting for particular service, is known as tlie 
star-route service; the other is employed on all the railways of the 
country. - 

Common carriers are as much under obligation to perform service {or 
the Government as for private parties. Lines of steamships upon the 
high seas are common carriers as much as railway lines. The oceans 
are covered with steamships and vessels of every sort plying between 
‘different countries as common carriers. The established steamship 
lines between Key West and Cuba are common carriers, as are those 
between New York and Brazil, or between San Francisco and China 
The Government has the same right to employ these common carries 
for the transmission of its mails that express companies or private 
parties have to employ them for the transmission of any matter whic) 
these common carriers are engaged in carrying. 

It is upon this principle or by this method that we are carrying our 
mails across the ocean between the United States and foreign countries 
and anything beyond fair compensation as common carriers to lines a!- 
ready established, for carrying the mail, is subsidy. And althoug) 
gentlemen on the other side and others in favor of subsidies say this 
proposed increase is not intended as a subsidy but only fair compensa- 
tion for carrying the mails, yet scarcely one has —s three minutes 
without throwing off the disguise and conceding that the proposed ap- 
propriation is needed in order to maintain steamship lines and increase 
and extend our commerce with other countries, especially South .\ meri- 
can countries. , 

That constitutes a very different proposition from merely carrying 
the mails. For my part I desire to see the carrying of the mails not 
only throughout the United States, including coastwise steamers, bu‘ 
everywhere else entirely separated from the idea of maintaining com- 
mercial lines of transportation. It is trae—I am bound to admit 1t— 
that in many cases, indeed generally, the Government in its contracts 
with and river steamers pays not for carrying the mails 00'y 
but to maintain steamboat lines for travel and commercial purpose: 
That is what the Government really does, although it is all done under 
ee Thisisa ice which I think should 
be ued. Government should act upon business princ!p!e 
alone. The transmission of the mails should be with the Government 
a business operation . The Government should employ for ths 
purpose all the agencies commerce and trade provide for carry 0s 
the and should employ them in precisely the same way 4s P' 
vate employ them for purposes of transportation. 

The Government does not ask railroad companies for bids and let the 
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carrying of mails to the lowest bidder. That would be impracticable 
even if it were desirable. But the Government employs them as com- 
mon carriers and provides what is deemed reasonable compensation. 
The contract plan is no more applicable to steamboats or steamship 
lines than it is to railway lines, and I desire to say here that the Post- 
master-General is entitled, I think, to no small degree of credit for 
having reduced and cut off excessive allowances to a number of steam- 
boat lines engaged in the coastwise trade; but the reform will not be 
complete until the contract system as applied to steamboats is aban- 
doned and they are treated as common carriers, entitled only to fair 
compensation, like the railways, for the services they perform for the 
Government in carrying its mails; for when you go beyond this there 
are no limits or bounds except the discretion of Congress in making 
apprupriations. For instance, if it is proposed to pay more than sea 
and inland postage, which the law now provides, and which is much 
more than the Postal Union has agreed is fair compensation for carry- 
ing the mails on the high seas, these additional payments being made for 
the purpose of maintaining commercial lines, where are we t? stop? 
Let us see. One party says the trade with South America is impor- 
tant. I agree to that; no doubt it is important. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DOCKERY obtained the floor and said: I yield my time to the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. I am obliged to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri. Mr. Chairman, suppose we undertake to establish and maintain 
lines of —— for commercial purposes. Where will that prin- 
ciple lead us? ecan go into the markets of South America with our 
products only when we can place them there as cheaply as any other 
country. We can go there with our manufactured products only when 
we can sell them as cheaply as any other country. In other words, 
when manufactured commodities can be bought as cheaply in this coun- 
try as in England, then the buyers from South America will come here 
or we can go there with our not otherwise. 

Iam to admit the logic of things, and I say to my protection 
friends that we can not consistently with one hand by protective tariff 
laws make more costly, as we we do, the production of commodities in 
this country, and with the other hand try to cheapen them for foreign 
markets by offering bounties to steamship lines to carry them at re- 
duced rates. 

Why that is like pouring water into a sieve. Itis wasting with one 
hand what we try to save with the other. There is no question about 
that; there is no escaping that conclusion. 

Suppose, for instance, the price of commodities in Boston and New 
York was 20 pe eae. higher than in England, and it cost 20 percent. 
to transport to the markets of South America. Suppose then we 
maintain lines of steamers to transport these commodities for nothing. 
Then we would be upon an equality when we got to Brazil. That 
would be in effect the same thing as taxing the whole people to pay 20 
per cent. of the cost of producing these commodities, and then let them 
pay their own way tomarket. Now, it is quite apparent thatthe larger 
our trade carried on under these conditions the greater would be our 
loss. 

But, Mr. Chairman, that would not be the case respecting things in 
the production of which we have a natural or acquired advantage in 
this country over other countries; but in that case we can go into other 
markets without subsidies. Trade and commerce will go there under 
such conditions without help. 

There is, however, let me say, one condition in which perhaps it would 
be proper for any government to offer bounties or lend help in some 
form, and that would be where it was desirable to open new commu- 
nications and establish commercial relations with countries promising 
new markets for what we can supply as cheaply as any other country, 
but which at the outset might be attended with loss which private in- 
terests would be loath to sustain. If in such a case there was a suffi- 
cient public interest to warrant public aid, I see no impropriety in ex- 
tending such public aid for a limited time, provided also there was a 
certainty that when once well lished such trade would 
be self-supporting and remunerative. On this principle the Govern- 
ment lent its aid to the construction of the Pacific Railroad. It might 
be the same in establishing or a steamship line, but let it be 
done under no disguises, but as a subsidy, intended to afford temporary 


| 


aid to an enterprise that would be of national importance and in the 
end prove a benefit to the country y. 
But that is not this case at all. is one where common carriers 


The Senate 


as I have named, but 

as would enable the owners 
dividends or make larger profits, 
pe a Aen dpa not. But I say that to attempt to 
anc. secure it to this country by subsidiz- 


SSEeEEEED new to ender to place us on on equal footing in foreign 
markets our products must necessarily fail; for we can only main- 
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tain ourselves permanently in foreign markets with those things which 
we can produce more cheaply than other countries produce them. I 
am opposed, therefore, to the amendment of the Senate. 


The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate has expired. 
Mr. BLOUNT. | I move to strike out the last word. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, the object of this amendment was this: From 


Tampa to Key West is inland service, and can be provided for under 
existing laws, under what is known as the steamboat service. From 
Key West to Havana, Cuba, about 95 miles, is foreign service, and must 
be provided for under the Postal Union regulations, and can be paid only 
sea and inland postage. 


The object was to unite the two in one contract; so the Postmaster- 


General, instead of making two contracts, need only make one. There 
was disagreement among certain gentlemen who are opposed to sub- 
sidies of any kind, some believing this was a concession. I did not so 
regard it. I do not think it would amount to a dollar one way or the 
other to the Government. I am authorized to say, in the opinion of 
the Postmaster-General, whether in or out, he will be amply provided 
to pay for such service as is desirable for the speediest and most fre- 
quent service. 


The committee recommend non-concurrence in the amendment, and 


as I believe there is no struggle at this point I therefore ask for a vote. 


The Senate amendment was disagreed to. 

The fourth amendment of the Senate was read, as follows: 

Strike out “ $8,000’ and insert ‘‘ $88,000; so it will read: 

‘** Railway post-office car service, $1,883,000." 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, the smallest length of post-ofiice car 


which the law allows is 40 feet. Under preceding administrations there 
was a rule allowing for less length of post-office car space. The present 
Postmaster-General and Attorney-General have held that rule is wrong, 
and the former has withdrawn the service below 40 feet. The service 
has been reduced $80,000 by reason of that opinion. The Senate passed 
a bill providing for less space of post-office car service and sent it to 
this House, which never yet has acted upon it. I suppose in the view 
of the possibility of the passage of such a measure the Senate inserted 
this increase of appropriation. 


The present Postmaster-General is of the opinion that the mouey pro- 


vided in the bill to which this is an addition is sufficient, and there- 
fore the committee recommend non-concurrence. And I believe that is 
the unanimous opinion of the committee. 


Mr. DIBBLE. Mr. Chairman, there is a proposition now before this 


House, as stated by the chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, to render more explicit the lawin relation to payment 
for post-office car space. That law until within the last twelve months 
has been uniformly construed to embrace not only post-office cars, but 
apartments in cars, a proposition which is manifestly just, because, if a 


whole car 40 feet long is paid for at so much, certainly one-half of a 


car, say 20 feet in length, ought to be paid for at something like one- 


half the same sum per mile. 

Such has been the construction of the Department until very recently, 
when all former rulings have been reversed, and a saving has been made 
of the paltry sum of $80,000 out of $1,888,000. Now there is a propo- 
sition before the House, which has passed the Senate, for the purpose of 
making the lawso plain asto do justice to all classes of our roads carry- 
ing the mails, and, as stated, it involves only the expenditure of $80,000. 
Such a proposition, one so reasonable, it would seem is likely to com- 
mend itself to the judgment of the House and be enacted into a law. 
If it does not become a law, and the Postmaster-General adheres to his 
present position, there will be only a surplus of $80,000. If it becomes 
a law, and thisamendment is not concurred in, there will be a deficiency 
of $80,000. 

I therefore think, and would submit to the committee, Mr. Chair- 
man, that instead of recommending non-concurrence, this Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Koads should recommend concurrence in the 
Senate amendment. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I have hoped and still hope that we 
shall have but little controversy at this point. I think it but fair, 
however, to the Post-Office Department to correct a statement of the 

tleman from South Carolina, who has said that it will require only 
,000 to provide postal cars where necessary; I mean to say where 
the measurement is less than 40 feet. 

The gentleman was misled into making this statement doubtless in 
this way: There are very few roads where the car service was less than 
40 feet. Such cases have been exceptional. If provision was made for 
roads in similar condition to those which had this service, it would cost 
the Government more than $1,000,000; so that instead of being a de- 
ficiency of $80,000 it amounts to $1,000,000. 

Mr. DIBBLE. I would ask the gentleman from Georgia if this bill 
as it came to the House makes a difference or commits the Govern- 
ment to more than $80,000? I am talking now exclusively of the bill, 

Mr. BLOUNT. This bill does not commit the Government to any- 
thing at all, for if you pass the $50,000 the Postmaster-General can 
not use it; and that would be the answer to the gentleman’s proposi- 
tion. 

But I would like to know if it did, upon what principle the House 
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could agree to have the facilities extended to a dozen roads in this coun- 
try, and say to all the balance of the country you can not get similar 
privileges. Let us, if we are to make any change at all, do it by gen- 
eral legislative provisions based upon experience. 

One other word. The gentleman hasstated that it -has been the uni- 
form ruling of the Post-Office Department, prior to the present admin- 
istration, that less than cars of 40 feet might be allowed. I wish to 
say in response to the suggestion that there never has been any opinion 
of any Postmaster-General in that respect. 

Mr. DIBBLE. I would ask if that has not been the practice ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes; and there are many practices that need cor- 
rection, and this is one of them. I hope we shall continue the prin- 
ciple of legislation which has been inaugurated in this House, that 
wherever there is a violation of law, no matter by whom, we shall 
stay the hand of the violator. Sir, this practice has come up on an or- 
der sometimes of a Second Assistant Postmaster-General or a Superin- 
tendent of Railway Transportation without any knowledge on the part 
of the Postmaster-General or any Cabinet officer, so far as the policy is 
concerned; and I say that thorough search has been made for it with- 
out effect; and in the light of these facts it is not to be wondered at 
that gentlemen upon both sides of this House who have examined the 
statute concur in this as a proper provision of law. I say, then, it is 
no wonder we have not disagreed to it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I do not suppose the chairman of 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads in charge of this biil 
in his remarks just made either by direction or indirection meant to 
charge corruption on the past administration of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. BLOUNT. If the gentleman will allow me I will answer him. 
I was referring to the declaration on the part of the gentleman from 
South Carolina that the Department had sanctioned this practice. 

Mr. BINGHAM. There is no question of that. The judgment of 
the present administration of the Post-Office Department in the con- 
struction of the law is simply the utterance of the Assistant Attorney- 
General of that Department. So far as the gentleman’s proposition is 
concerned, it is a question of construction of the law. I do not think 
that it has been or can be charged as a corrapt practice on the part of 
the Department. 

There is on the Calendar of this House, reported from the Senate, a 
bill giving the Postmaster-General authority to make contracts for cars 
of less than the number of feet as construed by the present adminis- 
tration of the Post-Office; and that will allow the usual sums to be ap- 
propriated for this purpose. I want to say with the chairman of the 
committee that I concur in the judgment of our committee in asking 
non-concurrence on the part of this House with the proposition con- 
tained in the bill as amended in the Senate. 

The Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads will have the first 
and second days of the coming month for the consideration of bills re- 
ported from that committee. I have no doubt that the very propo- 
sition contained in this amendment of $80,000 for these additional 
facilities on cars of less than 40 feet in length will be considered at that 
time. Should it pass, the House can then either consider the question 
of appropriation to carry out that law, orif this bill has not been agreed 
upon between the two Houses then the question can come there. I 


think the House will act wisely in following the recommendation of 


the committee in a non-concurrence of this amendment. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I understand the former ruling or practice of the 
Department has been simply this: that while the law provided that 
$25 should be paid for cars 40 feet long, in cases where cars of that 
dimension were not necessary they have paid for smaller cars pro rata; 
that if a car not more than 20 feet was n to carry the mails over 
the same roads, then the Department has paid $12.50. And it seems 
to me that that practice was a saving rather than an expense to the 
Government. 

The present Postmaster-General, as has been stated by the chairman 
of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, ruled that 
there was no warrant in law for giving this pro rata, and has discontinned 
the payment. Now, as has been stated, there isa bill before this House 
to pay these companies up to the time they had notice of this decision 
by the Department; and there is also another bill which comes down 
from the Senate to give authority of lawso that the present Postmaster- 
General shall see his way clear if he desires to do so to continue the 
old practice. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] says that certain roads 
have had certain privileges in this way. I do not understand this is a 
privilege to railroad corporations. I understand it isa privilege to the 
people to have their mails carried, and it is a privilege to the Govern- 
ment if they can have them carried in a car 20 feet long at $12.50 todo 
so, rather than have them carried in a car 40 feet long at $25. 

Mr. DIBBLE. I feel very much assured at what has been said in 
the way of promise of the early consideration of the measure proposed 
to make clear a section of the Revised Statutes which is not now ab- 
solutely explicit. But in the judgmentof a good many who have been 
accustomed to construe laws this section is now considerad as being 
ample for furnishing theauthority to contract for less than 40 feet, be- 
cause the expression is, ‘‘at a rate not exceeding $25 per mile per an- 








—— 


num for cars 40 feet in length;’’ thus fixing the rate. And under tha, 
hitherto it has been the practice to adopt that rate, and to give pro rata 
for cars under 40 feet in length. 


A different constraction has been adopted by the present adminis. 


tration. Either construction might well be adopted, and it is wel! to 
have an act to settle the matter beyond a peradventure —an act whose 
equity and reasonableness will commend it tothis House. As that act 
will come before this House in a separate measure I have no desire t, 
press my motion for concurrence. 


Mr. BLOUNT. With the view of showing the opinion of the De. 


partment with reference to this matter I shall ask leave to print the 
opinions of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General and the Assistant 
Attorney-General. These gentlemen claim that there is a question o/ 
construction. I wish to say that when the bill was passed the Senate 
had a limitation of 40-foot cars; the House reduced it below that: the 
Senate rejected the amendment of the House and the bill finally passed 
in this form. 


The opinions referred to by Mr. BLouNT are as follows: 
{Letter of Second Assistant Postmaster-General to the Postmaster-Genera! 


Post-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., December 21, 1885 
Sir: In compliance with your request for information asto the amounts here. 


tofore allowed for railway post-office cars, or apartments less than 40 feet, | hv, 
to submit the accompanying tabular statement, prepared from records in t)), 
railway adjustment 4 Pt 

railroad companies for such apartment cars since the passage of the act of 1573 
fixing the compensation of railroads for the transportation of the mails, and up 
to the date such payments were discontinued. 


ivision, which exhibits in detail the amounts paid certaj 


The preparation of this statement has been attended with considerable dif}. 


culty and many careful and tedious calculations. It was necessary, in tlic firs: 


place, to examine the weight returns of the various weighings on almost a!) of 
the sixteen hundred railroad routes in operation, in order to ascertain detini\e|, 
on what routes allowances had at any time been made during this long period 
for post-office cars less than 40 feet in length. This done, and the routes upon 
which such allowances had been made separated from the files, it became neve 
sary in each case to compare the several weight returns with theorders making 
= ee and by ee See the 7 rhe weight and 
or regular railway ces,and for apartments less than eet, in the man- 
ner shown in the tbatar: statement. 

Prior to the Ist of July, 1879, there was no separate pemetictice for railway 
post-office cars, as at present, the cost for that branch of the service being in- 
cluded with the cost for trans tion. Theact making the a riations for 
the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ended June 30, | 5»), 
made the first separate appropriation for railway post-office cars, and require: 
that thereafter separate estimates be made for transportation and for railway 
post-oflice cars. ers for payments to railroad companies were, prior to the 
above date, at the rate of somuch perannum, without specifying what part was 
for postal cars and what part for weight of mails. While it is believed that the 
amount set down inthe statement as expended for the several items, before the 
accounts were kept separate, are correct, it is proper to state that they are the 
result of calculations arrived at by ng to the weight of mails and regu!ar 
railway post-office cars what would be the legal allowances therefor, and count- 
ing the remainder of the expenditure as for apartments less than 40 feet. The 
railroad route-books were for a long time kept by the different correspondin, 
clerks in charge of star routes, and it is probably owing to this fact that a want 
of uniformity is often manifest in the wording of the orders and in the manner 
of stating the allowances. 

It is worthy of notice that the allowances for apartments were much more 
common some ago than in more recent years, and thatthe practice began 
immediate] r the act of 1873 went into effect. The preparation of the state- 
ment has disclosed that, in oped cases, the 10 per cent. reduction authorized by 
the act of 1876 was applied to allowances for apartments, the ice not being 
uniform in this respect, while it ee been held that the reduction docs 


way cars. 

No uniform rate per mile for apartments seems to have been observed. In some 
cases the rate was $10 per mile without to the length of the apartments 
in others, 62 cents per foot was allo the rate foot for a 40-foot car at 
$25 per mile. When the apartments were run on a line in connection with {u!! 
regular railway post-office cars, they were known as “adjuncts,” and were paid 
for at the rate foot of the regular cars. For example, if the apartment was 
run asan “adjunct” to a 40-foot car, the rate allowed for the ment would 
be 62} cents per foot; if run in connection with a 45-foot car, cents per foot; 
and 80 cents per foot if run in connection with a 50-foot car, and so on. : 

From the best evidence attainable it seems to have been an understanding in 
the Department that allowances could be made for apartments less than 40 fect 
where there wasa second daily line, and this in’ seems to have coni- 
menced with the of Spe poe’ me’ of fixing the compensa- 
tion of railroads. In great majority of cases where such allowances were 
made there were two daily lines of apartments, though there are some in- 
stances of such allowances where there was only asingle daily line. It appears 
that the Department experienced,in many cases, considerable difficulty in 10- 
ducing the railroad ‘companies to provide equipment for a second daily line «f 
apartment cars unless extra allowance was ted. No difference could be 
made on account of pay for weight, whether same was carried on a single 
daily line or two or more dail png ene carrying 3,000 pounds per 
day, and making one trip per ,and farnishing one line of apartments wo! 
receive as much pay asa road carrying the same weight, but making two trips 
per day and incurring the expense of equipping maintaining two lines of 
apartment cars, The practice seems to have grown up in this way, and has o! 
late years been confined almost exclusively to the rn States, on lines 
where there is a frequent service and many post-offices requiring a greater pro- 
portion of space for distribution as com with the weight of mails carried. 

One column in the statement shows what officer signed the formal order mak- 
ing the allowances; but in some cases it is known that pay for apartments was 

the ane on eceetiicenaeniie, a egos the 
made necessary arrangements w authority from the 
Department, and afterward reported their action, when a formal order in con- 
ee ee ee It was generally customary, when it was deemed 
ad to establish a line of railway post-office cars for which pay was to be 
allowed, for the Second Assistant to authorize the General Superintendent of 
the Rail take the necessary steps to that end, and 
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This order states the exact length, inside measurement, of the cars authorized, 
and goes upon the appropriate route-book. Notification is then sent to the 
Gencral Superintendent that such a line of cars bas been authorized, and re- 
questing him to take the necessary steps to put the line into operation and re- 

the date of the commencement of the service. When this report is received, 
giving the date, another order is made fixing the pay, which also goes upon the 
route-books. Thus a clear history of the estab ent of each line is placed 
upon the records of this Department, which will leave no doubt in the future 
as to what was authorized and by whose authority. 3 

It will be seen from the statement that the aggregate amount paid for apart- 
ments from July 1, 1873, to June 30, 1885, is $979,959.67. , 

Payments for apartments have recently been discontinued, amounting to $80,- 
161.73 annum, 


ene A. LEO KNOTT, 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General. 
Hon. Wri11aM F. Vinas, 
Postmaster-General, 


(Copy of opinion of Assistant Attorney-General. ] 


Post-OrricE DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., November 25, 1885. 


Sm: I have the honor to inform you that I have considered the question of 
“ apartment service,” so called, upon which you request my opinion, and to ad- 


vise you of my views thereon. 


Sections 4002, 4008, 4004, 4005 of the Revised Statutes read as follows: 
“ Spc, 4002. The Postmaster-General i 


routes upon the conditions and at the rates hereinafter mentioned. 


“ First. That the mails shall be conveyed with due uency and speed, and 
that sufficient and suitable room, fixtures, and furniture, in a car or apartment, 
rly lighted and warmed, shall be provided for route-agents to accompany 


= distribute the mails. 


“Second, That the pay per mile per annum shall not exceed the following 
carrying their whole length an average weight of mails 


rates, namely: On routes 
day of 200 pounds, $50; 500 pounds, 
; 2,000 pour 


nds, 
for every additional the average we 


in such form and manner as the 
sec. 629.) 


“Sec. 4003. In case any railroad company now furnishing railway post-office 
carsshall refuse to provide such cars, such company shal! not be entitled to any 
inerease of compensation under the provisions of the next section.” (P.L. and 


R., 


trip each way of railway 
per annum for cars 40 feetin a. and $30 per mile per annum for 45-foot cars, 


and $40 per mile per annum for 50-footcars, and $50 per mile per annum for 55 to 


60 foot cars. 


“ Provided, That the Postmaster-General may use such portion of the postal 
as may be spared from it tosupply any deficiency that 
ons in the item for railway transporta- 


ear service ap) 
arise from insufficient 


may 
tion.”” (Act of March 3, 1879, sec. 1, 20 Stat. 357; P. L. and R, sec. 631.) 


“Sc. 4005. All cars or parts of cars used for the railway mail service shall be 
manner, as shall be 
and shall be constructed, fitted up, main- 
of the railroad companies.” 


of such a style, length, and character, and furnished in such 

required by the Postmaster-General, 

tained, heated, and lighted by and at the expense 

(Act of March 3, 1879, seo. 4, Stat. L., p. 358; P. L. and R., sec. 632.) 
you 


The — to be advised upon is this: Can a railway company, 
under above quoted statutes, lawfully be allowed any compensation for fur- 
nish railway post-office car devoted en- 
tirely to that use, in addition to the pay by weight so for by section 4002; 
by weight per mile when 
furnishes not « full railway postal car, but simply an apartment in a car de- 


ffice car” used in the sections above quoted 
a fall * railway post-o: ear,” devoted entirely to that use and 40 feet 
which furnishes merely an “apartment 
ed in the secénd 


ing an apartment in a car,instead of a 


or is the company limited simply to the compensat 


= 


voted in part to other uses? 
I think the term “railway 


upward, and that a company 
entitled only to the by weight mile s) 
before the act of March 3, 1879, the full railway 
law recognized two kinds of 


Se 
Hi 


uy 


full railway post-office car. 


~ 
5 


Mail Service, 


=i 


i 


this kind of cars — istory of Railway Mail Service, 


7 
i 
i 


z 
i 


E 
5 
a 
3 
é 


per mile per annum for 55 to 60 foot cars.” 
This authorizes additional 


payment for what? For 40, 45,50, and 55 to 60 foot 

cars. The price in each case has a maximum limit. But this additional com- 
pro rata as to cars less than 40 feet, nor to cars in which a part 

and less than 40 feet, is made into an apartment for mail service. 
ly lighted and warmed for 
route agents to cquempqnas and distribute mails, whether daily trips each 
ion is only allowable when 


pensation is not 
aa the car, 
1 companies must furnish apartments 
Siuiiia commpeioss Cally tales anch: ereyy, aod when ext 
y way, and w railwa 
40 feet in length, are furnished. Should cars z, 


can be made. 


view seems very clear to me in view of the fact that when this act was 
refused to adopt a system of compensation that 


This 
passed the Senate expressly 
would give additional pay for apartments of of cars. 





pod 
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is authorized and directed to readjust the 
compensation hereafter to be paid for the transportation of mails on railroad 


$75; 1,000 pounds, $100; 1,500 pounds, 
$150; 3,500 pounds, $175; 5,000 pounds, $200, and $25 additionai 
000 yeht to be ascertained, in every 
ease, by the actual weighing of the mails for such number of successive working 
days, not less than thirty, at such times, after June 30, 1873, and not less fre- 
quently than once in every four years, and the result to be stated and verified 
Postmaster-General may direct.” (P.L.and R., 





sec. 630.) ‘ 
* . 4004. Axiditional pay may be allowed for every line comprising a daily 
cars, at a rate not exceeding $25 per mile 
















post-office car was in use. 
cars on railways, as it seems clear 
namely, nts in cars used in part forthe carrying of the mails, such 
men in section 4002, in part for express or baggage or for other uses, 


full railway pases one was put on as early as 1864. (See History of Rail- 
appears historically that the railway companies made some threats of re- 


page 
) about January, 1873, and as a result of 
hich ' ther Sine ‘i — 

w was then railway 
such cars, such company should not be en- 
under the provisions of the next section 
is as follows: “ Additional pay may be allowed for 
ii dditememiebielwanee Lo cars, at a rate 
ng oo Clee perannum for cars 40 feet in length, and $30 per mile 
cars, and $40 per mile per annum for 50-foot cars, and $50 


1 cars, at least 
. or apartments less than 40 feet in 
— or less trips than daily each way be made, no additional compensation 


in 1 making appropriations for the 

Post-Office was contained the following proviso: ‘ 
“ Provided,  Seebeeiitensl pay way Se ed at a rate not exceed- 
$25 of railway cars of sufficient 


per annum for every petotice 
rlabie fixtures, and furniture, proper! warmed, 
wa Raseepinabadeeechane to css eeeey tad dienes ear 
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run once a day each way upon such trains as may be satisfactory to the Post- 
Office Department."’ 

This proviso would have given them additional pay for a railway post-office 
in a car of suitable size for the service required on the line on which it was run. 
But this proviso was stricken out, and in lieu of it, the provisions were inserted 
which now constitute sections 4003, 4004, and 4005, Revised Statutes, above 
quoted, 

Since that time the Department has, until recently, and then only in excep- 
tional cases, as Iam informed by the Superintendent of the Railway Mail Serv- 
ice, construed the law as allowing no additional payment forapartment service, 
even where the apartments were equipped for and used as a railway post-office. 
The railways of the country have very generally accepted such construction as 
being in accordance With the true intent of the law. 

Thus the intent of Congress appears from the history of the legislation, as I 
think, from the action of Congress above referred to in rejecting the measure 
that would in terms have warranted the payment for “‘ apartment service,” and 
from contemporaneous construction, both by the Department and by the great 
mass of the railway companies, no less than by the subsequent nection of Con- 
gress in making appropriations upon estimates that excluded from calculation 
the payment to railway companies forsuch “ apartment service.” 

I think, in view of the terms of the act and the considerat’ ons above stated, 
that additional pay provided in section 4004 can not be allowed in cases where 
only apartments in cars less than 40 feet in length are furnished. 

That subsequent legislation was framed on this construction of the statute is 
further evidenced by the proviso of the act of June 11, 1880, which reads; “‘ Pro- 
vided, that in case any railroad company fail or refuse to provide railway post- 
office cars when required by the Post-Office Department, said company shall 
have its pay reduced 10 per cent. on the rates fixed in section 4002 of the Re- 
vised Statutes, asamended by the act of July 12,1876," &., * * * and as fur- 
ther amended by the act of June 17, 1878, &c. (21 Stat. L., 178.) 

The appropriation for 1881-82 was as follows: ‘‘ For railway post-office car 
service, $1,426,000. And hereafter, when any railroad company fail or refuse to 
provide railway post-office cars when required by the Post-Cffice Department, 
or shall fail or refuse to provide suitable safety heaters and safety lamps there- 
for, with such number of saws and axes to each car, for use in case of accident, 
as may be required by the Post-Office Department, said company shal! have its 
pay reduced 10 per cent. on the rates fixed in section 4002 of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended,” &c. 

This legislation, and the fact that the appropriations for each year have been 
based upon estimates which exclude payment for ‘“ apartment’’ car service, 
leave no doubt that the understanding of Congress and the railway companies 
of the country generally is in accord with my construction of these statutes. 

Very respectfully, 
EDWIN E. BRYANT, 
Assistant Allorney-General, Post-Ofice Department, 
Hon. A. Leo. Knorr, 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General. 





Letter of Second Assistant Postmaster-General, transmitting tabular stalement, &c. 
Post-OrricE DEPARTMENT, 
OFrFrice OF SECOND ASSISTANT PosTMASTER-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. O., February 17, 1886. 


Str: In compliance with your request, I herewith send you the accompany- 
ing tabulated statement, showing in detail the sums of money paid to the va- 
rious railroads for apartment-car service from July 1, 1873, to December 15, 
1885, and which pay, as I have already informed you, was by a recent decision 
of the Assistant Attorney-General for the Post-Office Department held to be 
not warranted by law, which opinion was subsequently submitted to the At- 
torney-General of the United States and orally approved of by him. The table 
also exhibits in detail the number of routes, the termini, locality, and the 
amount and character of the service so performed, and the length of the cars 
so paid for. 

l also transmit herewith a copy of my letter of the 2ist of December, 1835, to 
the Postmaster-General, explanatory of the matter [Exhibit F], and a copy of 
the opinion of Hon. Edwin E. Bryant, Assistant Attorney-General, above re- 
ferred to. [Exhibit G.] 

Very respectfully, 
A. LEO KNOTT, 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General, 
Hon. JAmes H. Biount, 


Chairman Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
House of Representatives, 
The question being taken on the amendment of the Senate, it was 
not concurred in. 
The Clerk read the fifth amendment of the Senate, as follows: 


o> page 4, line 68, strike out ‘‘ $251,725.82” and insert ‘‘ $291,000 ;” so that it will 
5 a and special facilities on trunk lines, $291,000.”’ 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, for several years there has been an 
appropriation for special facilities, which has been always understood 
to be for the purpose of increasing the speed of mails along the Atlan- 
tic coast. It has been especially beneficial to merchants in Boston and 
New York in giving quicker and more frequent trips to Havana. Ié 
has also been of advantage to the Southern section of the country in 
two ways: Without it the mails would have to go to New York and 
then to Cuba; with it they would go direct to Tampa and to Cuba. 
In addition to that, along in that section of country the local mails 
were distributed more rapidly. Whether this system was wise or not 
it has been adopted for many years, and has been agreed to in effect by 
the two Houses at this session by the appropriation for special facilities 
herein contained. It appears that the Senate thought, and I have no 
doubt correctly thought, that a quicker trip could be given by means 
of a special fund for some point between Jacksonville and the western 
coast of Florida. They have estimated it at 340,000. It is evident 
that the estimate must be conjectural. The Department do not think 
that more than one-half this sum will be needed; but being unable 
until the effort is made to contract to determine what it may be, they 
said if it only took half that sum the remainder could be left in the 
Treasury, as it could not be appropriated to any other purpose. With 
that understanding the committee have unanimously recommended 
concurrence in this amendment. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The question isconcurrence in the Senate amend- 
ment. 


I 
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Mr. BLOUNT. I beg pardon of the Chair. The committee have in- 
structed me to recommend this addition to the amendment: ‘‘To be ex- 
pended in the discretion of the Postmaster-General.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Georgia. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


After the word “ dollars,” in the Senate amendment, insert ‘‘ to be expended 
in the discretion of the Postmaster-General.”’ 


Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I wish to say this to the House in all 
frankness, there is no concealment ou the part of the Department about 
this matter; there is no purpose in the proposition except this: The 
debates in the Senate looked to one line of railroad. Now there are 
three lines from Jacksonville to the west coast of Florida, ard the idea 
is simply to make it quite clear that the Postmaster-General may use 
this appropriation on any one of those three lines. That is the sole ob- 
ject of the amendment, and if any gentleman is apprehensive of any- 
thing about it I shall ask to withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. DIBBLE. Mr. Chairman, I will ask the chairman of the com- 
mittee to withdraw the amendment, for this reason: There is nothing 
in the section now which designates any particular line. The whole 
appropriation is ‘‘ for necessary and special facilities on trunk lines.’’ 

The Postmaster-General has discretion now as to what line he shall 
employ iton. But if these words are added it will putthe expenditure 
of the whole appropriation in the discretion of the Postmaster-General. 
It is equivalent to saying ‘‘ for necessary and special facilities on trunk 
lines, provided the Postmaster-General deems them necessary and 
proper.’’ That is throwing the entire responsibility upon the Postmas- 
ter-General instead of the House assuming its own proper responsibility. 
For these reasons I ask the chairman to withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I find some objection to the with- 
drawal of the amendment; and as it is unanimously reported from the 
committee and as what I have stated with reference to the use of the 
fand is by authority, I move that the amendment be concurred in, 

The question was taken; and the amendment to the Senate amend- 
ment was agreed to—ayes 92, noes 5. 

The Senate amendment 2s amended was then concurred in. 

The Clerk read the next Senate amendment, as follows: 

(6) For the transportation of foreign mails by American built and anes 
steamships, to secure the greater frequency and regularity in dispatch, and a 
greatcr speed in the carriage of such mails to Brazil; the Republics of Mexico, 
Central and South America; the Sandwich, West India, and Windward Islands; 
New Caledonia, New Zealand, and the Australian colonies; China and J a 
$800,000; and the Postmaster-General is authorized to make, after due adver- 
tisement for prepeans, such contract or contracts with the owners of such Amer- 
ican steamships, for aterm of not less than three years nor more than five years, 
and ata rate of compensation not exceeding 50 cents a nautical mile on the trip 
each way actually traveled between the terminal points, in the most direct and 
feasible sailing course between the terminal points, as shall be found expedient 
and desirable to secure the ends above set forth. And if he shall be unable to 
make such contracts for any of such respective services, he shall, so far as pos- 
sible, cause the mails of the United States to be carried to and from said places, 
respectively, in the best and most expeditious manner practicable, in American 


vessels, and for a reasonable compensation, not exceeding the rate aforemen- 
tioned. * 


The Postmaster-General, if in his judgment it be practicable, shall contract 
for a semi-monthly mail service between the ports of New York and New Or- 
leans, alternately, and the port of Rio de Janeiro, under the provisions of this 
act. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I suppose it would be superfluous 
for me to say anything in the way of argument at this time in refer- 
ence to thisamendment. The committee is divided upon the question, 
but the majority of the committee recommend non-concurrence. My 
object at present is to move that the committee rise to limit debate upon 
this section and all amendments thereto. ; 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Chairman, I hope the gentleman will allow 
the debate to go on for a little while. I do not think it will occupy 
much time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Iam willing to be very liberal about it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will remind the gentleman from Geor- 
gia [Mr. BLouNT] that there has been no debate on this proposition 
under the five-minute rule. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I thought I had just made a speech, Mr. Chairman; 
if not, I have got to make one. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BURROWS. I think we can come to an understanding about 
it. How long are you willing that the debate shall continue ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. We shall have debate on other amendments, and I 
think that two hours is a reasonable time. 

Mr. BURROWS. Say that the debate upon this provision and 
amendments shall close at 3 o’clock. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I agree to that, Mr. Chairman, and I ask unanimous 
consent that that order be made. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. BURROWS. I suppose it is understood that the time will be 
divided equally? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Iso understand it, unless some gentleman objects. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Chairman, I suggest that some one be desig- 
nated to have charge of the time on the other side of the House and 
some one on this side. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. Unless it is objected to, the Chair will 
the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. BLOUNT, as having control of the 
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time on one side and the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Burrows, 
on the ~~ 

Several Mempers. “No!” ‘‘No!” 

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Chairman, I supposed that this debate was to pro- 
ceed under the five-minute rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. RYAN. Then, Mr. Chairman, if that be so, it seems to me that 
the proper way is for the Chair to recognize each side alternately. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would have taken that course but for 
the request which came from that side of the House, that there should 
be a division of the time agreed upon and that certain gentlemen 
should control the time on either side. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that it is a very difii- 
cult task which the Chair is putting upon me, and I trust I shall be re- 
lieved from it and that the Chair will control the time. 

Mr. BURROWS. I withdraw the suggestion. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Chairman, I move to concur in the amendment 
of the Senate with an amendment adding the proviso which I ask the 
Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That not exceeding $400,000 of the amount herein appropriated shal! 
beexpended in payment of existing American steamship lines for the transpor- 
tation of foreign mails according to the schedules heretofore in force; and that 
so much of the balance as may be required shall be expended in increasing the 
frequency of the postal service of such steamship lines and in the establishment 
of postal service by American built and registered steamships between the United 
States and such portsof the foreign countries herein named, not now connected 
with the United States by American steamship lines, as the Postmaster-General 
may select, including Buenos Ayres and Montevideo. 


Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Chairman, theargument upon this amendment 
of the Senate has proceeded upon the theory that $800,000 is to be dis- 
tributed among the existing steamship lines carrying the foreign mails. 
The most cursory examination of this amendment will disclose that 
this theory is clearly and positively without foundation. The Senate 
amendment proposes no such thing, but simply declares that the Post- 
master-General shall have $800,000 at his disposal to provide for the 
transportation of the foreign mails instead of paying for such trans- 
portation the sea and inland postage as now provided by law. And 
how shall he use this $800,000? He shall advertise for bids for carry- 
ing this foreign mail, shall let the contract to the lowest responsible 
bidder, and shall make no contract at a rate exceeding 50 cents a mile. 
This $800,000 is placed at his disposal to be used for that purpose, just 
as you place sixteen and a half millions at his disposal for the trans- 
portation of the mails on railroads, five and a half millions for the star- 
route service, and half a million for the coastwise and inland steamboat 
service, to be expended upon contracts let to the lowest bidder. This 
is all there is of the proposition; and all this talk about paying the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company $350,000, and the Brazilian line so 
many thousand dollars, and some other line so many thousand dollars, 
is indulged in simply to alarm the members of this House. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] aca 

Mr. CANNON obtained the floor and said: I yield my time to the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. BURROWS. But it is said that if upon a given route there are 
two lines and the Postmaster-General lets the contract to the line which 
puts in the lowest bid the other line will be driven from the service. 
That is not so; for there is another provision of the amendment which 
authorizes the Postmaster-General to expedite the service and to con- 
tract also with the other line sailing on another day. 

It is also said that where there is but one line there will be no com- 
petition, and that one line will simply put in a bid at the rate of 50 
cents a mile, so that we might as well estimate the entire cost of the 
service at that rate. 

But gentlemen forget that the Postmaster-General has the right 
to decline all bids; and if after advertising for carrying the foreigu 
mails upon American steamships he finds the bids are too high, he cau 
refuse to accept any bid whatever. The last provision of this amend- 
ment is put in for the very purpose of meeting that condition of things. 

Why, sir, in advertising for star-route service the Postmaster- 
General reserves the right to reject all bids, and he does so frequently. 
i these lines—the Pacific Mail, the 

And then, what? 

And if he shall be unable to make such contracts for any of sueh respective 
services, he shall, so far as possible, cause the mails of the United Sta:es to be 
carried to and from said places, respectively,in the best and most expeditious 
manner practicable, in American vessels, and for a reasonable compensation, 
not exceeding the rate aforementioned. 

So he may decline to receive all bids; and then he has $800,000 at 
his di to be used in providing for the foreign mail service. There 
is nothing else in this ¥ c 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. There is not much ofa *‘stcal’’ in 
it after all. 

Mr. BURROWS. That is all there is of it. We appropriate $900, - 
000 for the messenger and the Postmaster-General distributes 
it for this service. We propose to appropriate in this bill $800.000 for 
the foreign service, and the Postmaster-General may use it in making 
contracts at a rate not 50 cents a mile. 

One thing farther. My amendment proposes that of this $900 ,000, 
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$400,000 shall be used for existing lines, and the other $400,000 in ex- 
tending the service of existing lines and putting on new ones. AsI 
showed the other day, we have no connection with any country in South 
America except Venezuela and the Empire of Brazil. With all the 
other countries of South America we have practically no communica- 
tion. Under this amendment $400,000 can be used by the Postmaster- 
General in extending the service and establishing new lines. Under 
this authority see how readily the Postmaster-General can connect the 
ports on the Gulf of Mexico with Rio Janeiro and other South Ameri- 
ean ports. Under this provision the Postmaster-General may expend 
$400,000 in contracts with lines ranning from Mobile, from Galveston, 
from New Orleans, connecting with the Brazilian and Red D lines from 
South America, thus giving to the Gulf States a semi-monthly service 
to the great countries of South America. 

Mr. CANNON. I notice by this provision in the bill the Postmaster- 
General ‘‘ is authorized to make,’”’ &c. Now, in view of the previous 
action of the Postmaster-General under similar authority, is not thisa 
vain contest, even if the House and the Senate should concur in adept- 
ing the provision? 

Mr. BURROWS. I say to my friend distinctly that the question 
will be entirely within the discretion of the Postmaster-General; but 
it is hoped that if this House should concur in the amendment he will 
feel constrained by this expression of opinion to execute the law, and 
undoubtedly he would if both Houses should adopt this provision. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Has he notalready disregarded an act of Congress ? 

Mr. BURROWS. Certainly; but that was for certain reasons which 
I do not now care to discuss. This provision simply places at the dis- 
posal of the Postmaster-General $800,000, $400,000 of which muy be 
used to extend the service or establish new lines; and heis authorized 
to let this service to the lowest responsible bidder or to reject all bids 
if he so desires, and to contract upon the best possible terms. 

How gentlemen on this floor can possibly twist this provision intoa 
subsidy I confess I can not understand. You might as well call the 
star-route service, for which we make appropriatiou of five and one- 
half millions of dollars, a subsidy. You might as well call the $900- 
000 you pay for carrying the mails from depots to the post-offices, the 
messenger service—you might as well call it a subsidy. 

It simply gives this, $800,000 to be used in the foreign service tur car- 
rying the mails by American steamships; and if my amendment be 
adopted, it restricts the Postmaster-General to $400,000 to the present 
lines and leaves $400,000 to extend lines along the Western coast of 
South America, putting on new lines to connect the ports of the Gulf 
States with a line going to South America and return. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last sen- 
tence. Sir, this is a proposition to subsidize certain steamship lines by 
giving them $800,000 under the pretense that it is for carrying the mails 
to foreign countries. The amount really involved is about $4,000,000. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, gentlemen who advocate the Senate’s amend- 
ment have spent most of their time in trying to prove it is not a sub- 
sidy. Those who have looked dispassionately at the measure will, I 
think, agree with me in the opinion that that effort has been futile. 
No man who scrutinizes this amendment of the Senate can come to any 
other conclusion than that itis a subsidy in the boldest, broadest, and 
most unmitigated form. 

It might properly be denominated an effort, a strenuous effort, to ap- 
propriate $800,000 of money and ultimately four millions without ob- 
a mile of mail service, without reaching a single new 
port with our mails, and without placing a single new steamer afloat. 
The proposition is to pay $800,000 for a service we can get done as well 
for $60,000. The question for this House to determine is whether it is 
ready to enter upon such a gratuity. 

In the last Congress this same job to the extent of $400,000 was at- 
tempted and rushed through in the closing hours of the session under 
an impression that if it were not granted its advocates would let the 
bill fail and force an extra session. But I am happy to say that 
although it passed the House, there was a Democratic administration 
in power that refused to squander the money in any such way. The 
masses of the e have heartily indorsed this action, and we will 
be unworthy the trust reposed in us by a confiding constituency if we 
fail to hold up their hands in the fight and proclaim that the action 
taken was t. 

. I know not what others will do, but for one I will 
stay here till August, till Christmas, ay, till March, before this vicious 
amendment shall prevail and this dangerous subsidizing policy be 
= Let us fight it out now and here. 

‘ gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PHELPS] spent much of his 
time in deprecating the action of the American Government 
and of Germany. I have sometimes wondered why those 
statesmen who are so well pleased with Germany, so delighted with 
ts chancellor, and so contented with its measures of administra- 
so charmed with its system of government, could not take them- 
" beguage, and get under its jurisdiction. The sooner 

to tate all that is vicious in European systems, 
our ancestors rebelled, against which they fought, and 
Ww our victories were won, the soorer we will prosper as a 
the better we will perpetuate our liberties. [ Applause. ] 
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I want no effete monarchy, no hereditary nobility, no system of sub- 
sidy, which makes the poor poorer and the rich richer as my model fora 
government. 

The gentleman from New Jersey says that the principles of this bill 
applied to a line from Havre to New York would only receive $3,000, 
while the same trip under the German subsidy would receive $14,000. 
Suppose itis true. If true, it will only prove this, that the German 
Government will at last outsubsidize us and our subsidy will in the end 
dous no good. We can not compete with them in subsidies. A govern- 
ment that has planned a system giving thirty millions of subsidy can 
not be beaten by a government which hesitates to give $800,000. One 
gentleman said the English Government has given in subsidies to its 
shipping two hundred and forty millions in forty years. I accept this 
as true, and hold up the frightful figures to the people as a warning 
against the taxing robbery they may expect if we once begin this busi- 
ness. 

The gentleman from New York [ Mr. Hiscock] has given the secret 
out by admitting that only $400,000 was demanded last year because 
it was thought only $400,000 could be obtained. He also intimates, I 
believe in so many words says, the reason why more than $800,000 was 
not demanded in this bill was not because it was enough, but because 
more could not be obtained. You are to be treated with small doses 
at first, the amount to be increased as’ you will bear it, like the skill- 
ful physician gives medicine that is poisonous. 

Then, sir, when reduced to its last analogy, this is the entrance toa 
system which would work viciousness only. 

My distinguished friend from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] read yesterday 
from the investigating proceedings which resulted from our last subsidy 
about the year 1872. He read telegrams or letters from parties man- 
aging that subsidy, putting in the hands of their paid lobbyists hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars to engineer and buy it through Congress. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iwill take the floor, and yield my time to my 
colleague. 

Mr. McMILLIN. [ thank my colleague for his kindness. 

Mr. BURROWS. I hope the gentleman will direct his attention to 
the pending provision before he closes his remarks. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Iam doingit now. I have shown that the other 
subsidy to one of these lines ended in extravagance and a disgrace to 
the country. In the line of what the gentleman wants I will say this 
subsidy will result finally as the old one did, and if the lobby is not 
using money now the lobbies that succeed it will use money. I do not 
believe, in fact I know, that money can not be successfully used now, 
for fortunately this House of Representatives is not for sale. 

Mr. BURROWS. It is no subsidy. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Did the gentleman from Tennessee 
vote for the river and harbor bill? 

Mr. McMILLIN. I can not yield hereafter. I will yield long 
enough, however, to say I did vote for it and I will do it again. Every- 
thing in the river and harbor bill that goes to Hell Gate is satisfactory 
to my friend from New York, and everything else in it is unsatisfac- 
tory tohim. [{Laughter. ] 

As a proof that this is only an entering-wedge for subsidies, I refer 
geutlemen to the debate on the subject in the last Congress, when the 
gentleman from Michigan, who had the matter in charge, admitted it. 

Mr. Chairman, who is to reap the benefit of this subsidy? Does it 
go to any of the hundred thousand men now ont of employment in our 
land? Doesit gotothe poorand needy? WNo,sir. But oneof the chier 
beneficiaries is the steamship line now owned and controlled by Jay 
Gould, Russell Sage, C. P. Huntington, and others. Are they paupers, 
that they must be fed from the publiccrib? Arethey weak financially 
and unable to keep their vessels afloat without Government subsidy ? 
What obligation is this Congress, this country, under to open its coffers 
and pour out its treasure to them? Sir, I will never consent to pay 
$800,000 a year for a service that can be as well done for less than one 
hundred thousand—never! never! 

‘Gentlemen have tried to draw an analogy between this provision and 
the star-route service, the railway mail service, forgetting the fact that 
under the subsidy provision contained in the Senate amendment the 
amount will be paid, not in proportion to the amount or weight of 
mail carried, but by the miles the vessel traverses. Itvirtually gives 50 
centsa mile for every mile traveled by the mailsteamer. That isnot so 
with the railway mail service, for at stated periods the maiis of the 
United States are weighed and on the railway the carrying is paid for 
in proportion to the weight of mail carried, whereas under this loosely 
drawn and obnoxious amendment if a vessel carried only one postal card 
the full amount of the subsidy would have to be paid to it, possibly 
amounting to 50 cents for every mile traveled. 

Gentlemen have said they want to expedite theservice. Mr. Chair- 
man, that discussion was had once before, and while talking so much 
about the star-route service and expediting mails we may also stop and 
consider for a moment what has resulted from the unlimited discretion 
of officials in expediting service once before. Dorsey, Brady, and such 
a band of-thieves as never infested any country before broke into the 
Treasury under a former administration, and, from 1878 to 1881, stole 
millions of dollars. This was done under pretext of giving speedier 
and better mail service. 








4742 


Mr. BURROWS. 





Is that an answer to this question ? 


Mr. McMILLIN. That is in answer to the proposition to lodge 
more discretion in executive officers and to pay more for service than 
it is worth. 


Mr. BURROWS. [ask isit an answer tothe question presented here? 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Chairman, I have stated my position on this 
question, and if the gentlemen do not understand it it is futile to ua- 
dertake to impress it upon them. If this bill is intended to encourage 
shipping between the governments named and our own I repeat it will 
not be effectual, because other governments will outbid us. That is 
inevitable. 

We should not enter upon this system of subsidizing. I glory in our 
American institutions because of their purity; and 1 would keep them 
inviolate. There is noneed for such a policy to build up our shipping 
interests. If it paid better to navigate the ocean than to work upon 
the land the people of the United States with their enterprise, their 
intelligence, their ingenuity, and their business capacity would turn 
to navigation, and when the time comes that it does pay better they 
will do it. But while you can make 10 per cent. on the land and only 
2 per cent. on the high seas the American people will not abandon the 
land and take to the water. 

Mr. Chairman, is it claimed by any man on this floor that the service 
is not as well done under the present system as under that proposed 
by the Senate amendment? I repeat, is that claimed? The rashest 
man on the other side does not, I am sure, claim that it would be more 
effectual. 

Mr. BURROWS. 
will show the facts 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Iam afraid my friend in his zeal upon this sub- 
ject would claim anything that is not contained within the decalogue. 

Mr. BURROWS. Oh, no; I will not. But I will show that the 
gentleman’s statement is not correct. 

Mr. Chairman, we have a country unequaled in its beauty, unri- 
valed in its resources, It is inhabited by a race gathered from every 
quarter of the globe. In assimilating the different nationalities com- 
ing here our people have striven to adopt the good and reject the evil 
of all. We have a Constitution the wonder of the world, in the fram- 
ing of which our fathers strove to take only enough of the natural lib- 
erty of man to make it impossible for him to injure others and to give 
himastable, safe government. Mr. Jefferson, the wisest of the founders 
of our system, laid down one of the essential principles of our Govern- 
ment tobe: ‘‘ Equal andexact justice toallmen. * * Exclusive 
privileges to none.’’ Let us not depart from this sound principle to- 
day by granting to a favored few of our citizens without consideration 
money which belongs to all. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. McMILLIN. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. GOFF. Mr. Chairman, can we build as good ships as England, 
as France, Germany, and Italy build? Wecan. Can we build them 
as cheaply as those countries do, as the Old World can? We can not. 
Why? We have all the material of the best quality, and we have, 
without exception, the best skilled labor the world produces. But with 
us educated expert labor is paid at least 60 per cent. more than the ex- 
pert labor of foreign lands. With us labor is protected by law; with 
them everything is protected by law except labor. If we paid our la- 
bor the same wages they pay theirs we could build as cheap ships as 
they do and better ones, for our labor is the best. Do we want to 
build ships as cheap as they do? Do we want to build them cheaply 
to the degradation of our labor? We do not; we should not; for todo 
so is to destroy the homes, wreck the happiness, and disband the grandest 
army of free, intelligent laborers, part of our educated, liberty-loving 
and Christian citizenship, the most exalted band of human toilers, who 
earn their living as by the Divine command it was ordained, by the 
sweat of their faces, found anywhere on God’s sin-cursed, yet beautiful 
footstool. 

I want to see good ships in our merchant marine, and I want them to 
carry our flag on allseas. We must have such ships, must have astrong, 
progressive, prosperous merchant marine. It will be an honor to us as a 
people; it will be a protection tous asanation. But we must, we can 
have these ships without the degradation of our labor, without the in- 
jury of our industries. We can have them without that sacrifice, with- 
out the destruction of our firesides and the desecration of our house- 
hold gods. How? Simply by paying American-built ships, manned 
by American sailors, flying the American flag, carrying American car- 
goes, and establishing American trade fair compensation for the labor 
they do for the American Government by giving them preference over 
foreign ships, and by aiding them in extending our commerce. This 
is not subsidy. ‘If it is, then I am for subsidy. 

The labor with which the ship was built was paid fair wages; the 
labor with which the cargo was manufactured was paid fair wages; the 
labor with which the ship is sailed is paid fair wages; pray tell me why 
should not the ship have fair compensation? Why should not the men 
who built it, who go out with iton thesea, taking its risks, aarp rye 
well as themselves by its success, have fair compensation and just re- 
muneration? We virtually have no trade with South America, with 
Central America, with Mexico to-day. It should be immense. We 


The gentleman is mistaken; I do claim it, and I 
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never will have such trade unless we aid in its establishment. Once 
established it will take care of itself. It will furnish a market for our 
surplus productions, if such we have; will give employment to our labor: 
will open new fields for our enterprise and industry. 

Give us a foothold there and I defy the world todislodge us. Why? 
Because the productions of our skilled labor, if it can reach market, 
will always sell. If not always the cheapest, it is always the best: 
hence cheapest in the long run. It is the best, because made by inte}- 
ligent, liberty-loving American citizens, and ‘will always and every- 
where sell in preference to the shoddy production of pauper toil. The 
educated expert American laborer is the grandest monarch that walks 
the earth. I would not reduce him to the level of the workman of the 
Old World, but I would sell his product over the Jabor of the ignorant 
toiler of despotic lands because it is the best, because it is made by 
American citizens. 

It is not right to say to those who build and sail our ships—it is not 
just for the United States, speaking through its duly constituted agents. 
to say: ‘* We can have our mails carried cheaper than you offer to do it. 
The ships of other nations have underbid you; unless you lower your 
rates we will favor your foreign competitors.’’ May my tongue be pal- 
sied before I so speak, and may my arm wither before, the power being 
mine, I write such an order. It is wrong in principle, it is shameful 
in practice, it is a crime against free institutions, it is non-republican; 
still, it is thoroughly democratic as democracy is interpreted by those 
who speak for it to-day. 

Foreign ships can well carry our mails at foreign postage rates, for 
the difference between that and fair compensation is more than made 
up by- the subsidy paid them by the governments whose flags they fly, 
by governments that not only pay them a bounty, but guarantee to 
their owners fair remuneration. Our ships not only contend against 
such competition, such fearful odds, but here in the House that should 
be the House of their friends they find an enemy as unrelenting as the 
one they find on the seas. 

Were I your Postmaster-General, and my hands were not tied by 
laws such as the majority of this House enacts, the flag of my country 
should float from every vessel carrying her mails to foreign shores 

Mr.WADSWORTH. To accomplish that you would require to have 
a Congress with an American spirit. 

Mr. GOFF. Yes; and I would have the ships of my country sail 
over every sea, to every land where American enterprise has established 
commercial dealings or contends for supremacy; and I would so do, 
even if it did cost the ‘‘round dollars’’ of your Treasury todoit. And 
they would all come rolling back again, bringing many others with 
them by the increase of our commerce, by the commercial prosperity 
so broughtabout. Trade, individual happiness, national greatness will 
surely follow that flag, Mr. Chairman, that now gives dignity to you 
in your high position and power to this House in its deliberations, 
typifying as it does all that is great of human action, all that is grand 
of human thought. 

Gentlemen of the other side of this Chamber, this is not the first time 
you have combined with foreign powers, if not for the purpose now, at 
least with the result, and certainly with that object heretofore, of de- 
stroying the merchant marine of the United States. The first serious 
blow our carrying trade received was from the cruisers of the so-called 
Confederate States of America, set afloat through your instrumentalitics, 
with the connivance of those very governments in behalf of whose ships 
you oppose this amendment. Our commerce has not declined; on the 
contrary, it is far greater than ever. The trouble is that in our com- 
merce we resort almost entirely to foreign vessels. The rebel cruisers 
captured and destroyed many of our ships, much of our merchant ma- 
rine, and with the aid of foreign power drove the residue almost en- 
tirely from the sea or to registration under foreign flags. 

Gentlemen, you gave us as much as we could well do to see to you 
on land, and those unfriendly powers, said to be neutral, with your aid, 
played havoc with uson theseas. And now when peace has come again 
those foreign powers claim the rights you helped them take which you 
concede, and then, wonderful to relate, you say to us that this deplor- 
able result is brought about by burdensome taxation, by vicious legis- 
lation, and the delinquencies of Republican administrations. Oshame! 
where is thy blush? 

Mr. Chairman, it is well known, it is a historical fact, that England 
and France especially seized the opportunity presented by our civil war 
to cover the seas with their great fleets of iron ships, then just coming 
into use, subsidizing them, guaranteeing their prosperity and protect- 
ing them with their magnificent navies, thus securing their continu- 
ance and supremacy. Mr. Chairman, that was in the day of our coun- 
try’s weakness—in the hour when she drank of the dregs of the bitter 
cup. Now we are strong now our flag is supreme over all our 
land, and it is our duty to see that it is known and respected on all seas 
and is a stranger to none. 

I shall vote for that policy, call it what you will—gratuity, bonus, 
bounty, subsidy, I care not—that will open up our dismantled ship- 

encourage our ship-builders, build up our grand old John Roaches 
instead of tearing them down, employ our unemployed, drive the wolf 
from our cabin doors, and send great iron merchant ships, planned by 
American ors aoeieeioes labor from American material, 
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and floating the flag of our Union—the stary banner of our fathers— 
out over all the seas, into all ports, unto all peoples, even following 


the sun around the globe. 


Iam for the American system and American interests always as | 


against British free-trade and foreign supremacy. [Applause. ] 

Mr. RIGGS. Te secure for our own people the carrying of our own 
commerce we need something more than this amendment. I call at- 
tention to the fact that in 1885 more than 81 per cent. of all we ex- 
ported went to Europe anda portion went to Africa. Thisamendment 
does not propose to secure to our own people J 
tion of those exports, so that really the object can not be by this amend- 
ment to aid our own people very greatly in securing the carriage of 
what we export. ; 

Nearly all our exports go somewhere else than to South America, 
Central America, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and China; and the 
argument we have just heard is inapplicable to this amendment in the 
light of the facts. ' 

I want to call attention to some figures that have been presented nere- 
tofore in the course of the argument on this amendment. Statements 
have been made about what was paid in 1885 to steamboat and coast- 
wise lines in connection with the figuresas to what was paid to the sea 
lines. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Burrows} first employed 
the figures and some of them were employed by others afterward. 

That gentleman mentioned the fact that in 1885 we paid $18,000 for 
carrying the mails from Baltimore to Norfolk, and he compared that 
with some one of the lines carrying the foreign mails which received 
less money. Now, in order that there may be any fairness in his com- 
parison he must assume that the steamboat line from Baltimore to Nor- 
folk received none toomuch. That assumption is necessarily involved. 
Why have I not the same right to assume that the steamship line he 
mentioned received enough and therefore the coastwise line received too 
much? That isthe real truth so far as the coastwise line is concerned. 
I call attention to the fact that since 1885 the same service between 
Baltimoreand Norfolk has been let for $6,000—one third of the amount 
paid in 1885. 

I have the statement here, the official figures, from the Second As- 
sistant Postmaster-General, furnished yesterday. So there is no force 
in that argument based on the comparison the gentleman made. The 
gentleman from Michigan also mentioned that in 1885 we paid the line 
from New Orleans to Port Eads $22,719; and he compared those figures 
with the amounts paid to some one of our sea lines. Since then that 
service has been let for $7,900—a plain evidence that too much was 
paid before. The comparison therefore falls to the ground. 

The gentleman also mentioned the route from New Orleans to Grand 
Isle, on which $3,950 was paid in 1885. Since that time that service 
has been entirely discontinued and the points served by it are now 
served otherwise. 

He mentioned the steamboat line from Memphis and Arkansas City, 
to which we paid in 1885 $24,000. i i 


gures 

that they do not warrant the inference which the gentle- 
man drew from them. If the argument proves that steamships did 
not receive enough, then a similar comparison will prove that one-half 
our steamboat lines are paid too little, because some steamboat lines, 
traveling equally as many miles as those named, received much less 


pay. 
Here the hammer fell. } 


go on through 
you will find 


bers of commerce throughout the country to show that those great or- 


ganizations, dealing not only with commercial questions but with every 
industrial were looking to this House to formulate some meas- 


ure of wise that would in some way aid American shipping 
in reaching the rich markets of the world. I am in receipt this morn- 
ing of a communication from the chamber of commerce of my own city 
of ia, W in Iam requested to read to this House their 
opinion their ufterances upon this subject. It is unnecessary for 
me to speak of that organization individually. It is representative of 
the mercantile and commercial interests of the city; it is typical of the 
same character of organization that is common to the great industrial 
centers of the country. I read: 


PHILADELPHIA, May 20, 1836. 
The Philadelphia Board of Trade, re the vast manufacturing in- 
and including in its nacre <a on of mercantile 
and commercial activity, respectfully memorialize your le body to take 
and efficient measures to extend our commerce and open new 


some 
outlets for our a aoe in South American and Central American 
markets, wet end they ve united with the National Board of Trade and 
ether leading commercial ions in urging the necessity of a department 
of commerce, charged 1 ae Oe ees emerald rela- 
They havewnited bn caging passage of a bill 
es Cena ane toate based on an a mileage 
are of opinion that a measure of kind would soon be 


this 
extension of our trade into the leading markets of the 
encouragement at the 
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the carriage of any por- | 


aroused public sentiment on these questions, and Congress is not called on to 
Jead, but to follow, a general and widespread movement in favor of a prompt, 
liberal, national policy in this regard. The board of trade believe that the 
adoption of the pending amendment, appropriating $800,000 for carrying the 
mails to foreign ports on American vessels, will lead to the establishment of 





new lines, and will quickly justify the wisdom of its enactment. They, there- 
fore, earnestly urge the passage of this measure. The building and fitting out 
of a mercantile marine will be felt as a stimulus to the people of every section 
of the country, and the American laborer and producer should look with con- 
fidence to an American Congress to adopt such a policy as will give to our own 
people the advantage of this increased demand upon our supplies of raw ma- 
| terial and our manufacturing facilities. 
FRED'K FRALEY, Vice President. 
GEORGE L. BUZBY, Secretary 
| This utterence is the expression of mercantile and industrial inter- 
ests that have examined this whole question not as it is examined in 
the discussion of two days in this House, but in all its practical rela- 
tions and bearings. 
And in that connection I desire simply to emphasize this one senti- 


ment or sentence: the civilized nations of the world pay to-day, either 
as subsidy or bounty or gift, or whatever you may call it, for mail 
transportation upward of $11,000,000, either to aid the carriage of the 
mails or to promote commercial relations and secure foreign trade. 
Our contribution is $375,000, $36,000 of which only goes to American 
vessels. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendment, which 
I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


After “$800, 000,” in line 105, add the following: “of which amount $200,000, of 
so much thereof as may be required, shall be expended ‘er the establishmentor 
a mail line from a Gulf port to a port or ports in South and Central Americn, and 
the remainder of said $800,000 shall be expended in payment of established lines 
as hereinafter provided.”’ F 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Mr. Chairman, as a general proposition, | am 


opposed to the subsidizing, to any great amount, of the ships of any cor- 
poration in this or any othercountry. Inthe expenditure of the large 
amounts of money which have heretofore been spent by this Govern- 
ment it is a fact which can not be successfully controverted that the 
Southern States have not had a fair proportion of that expenditure. I 
am not here, sir, to play statesman upon this floor, but to the best of 
my ability to represent in part the interests of the people of the State 
of Florida. Pensacola, in the western portion of that State, is one of the 
largest timber ports in this country and ranks among the great timber 
poris of the world. The greater portion of the business of that port, or 
a large portion of it, I should have said, is transacted with the ports of 
Central and South America. 

On the eastern side of the State of Florida, only twenty hours dis- 
tant from Pensacola or New Orleans, are large mills shipping lumber 
to the ports of all the world, a great deal of it being shipped to the 
northern ports of this country. ‘The shipment to the northern ports of 
the United States would not be affected in any way by this subsidy. 
But as the case now stands it takes at least fifty days for us to get a 
letter from the ports of Central and South America with which a great 
deal of this lumber business is transacted. 

If a line were established from some Gulf port—probably New Or- 
leans, as being the greatest port in that portion of our country—these 


men en in the lumber trade who are intimately connected with 
that port BY steamboat and rail communication could get their letters 


within a reasonable time. Sir, it can not beexpected that Representa- 
tives from the section of the country in which I live will agree toa 
vote by this House giving for such a purpose as this any great amount 
of money from the expenditure of which they are to receive no benefit. 
I hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. ZACK. TAYLOR. I move to amend the amendment of the 
gentleman from Michigan {[Mr. BuRRows] by adding the proviso which 
I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided also, That $100,000 of said $400,000 shall be applied by the Postmaster- 
General to the transportation of foreign mails by existing steamers or lines 
running from New Orleans to ports in Central and South America and to ports 
in the West India Islands; and $100,000 of said $800,000 shall be applied by the 
Postmaster-General to the establishment of new lines from the city of New 
Orleans to said ports in said islands and in Central and South America for the 
transportation of said mails. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, one good result that has 
grown out of the controversy between the Postmaster-General and the 
steamship companies—the only good result so far as I have been able 
to ascertaix—is that it has brought to the knowledge of the officials of 
the Post-Office Department the fact that New Orleans is the best point 
for the distribution of our mails to Central and South America; and 
that idea having once gotten into their heads, I think it the duty of 
Congress to see that it should not get out again. [Laughter.] 

New Orleans isnearer by many hundredsof miles and by many days’ 
travel to all these ports (except those in Brazil or on the River Plate) 
than either New York or San Francisco. Chicago and Saint Louis are 
nearer by one-third than is New York. Besides, sir, the Mississippi 
River was created as an outlet for the States in the Mississippi Valley. 
It affords a perpetual guarantee of competition in transportation; and 
nearly all the articles purchased from this country by those portions of 
Central and South America are produced in the Mississippi Valley. 
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Almost everything that they buy from this country either crosses that 
river or is produced in the Mississippi Valley and goes out of this 
country by the seaboard cities, paying tribute to them and to the trans- 
continental lines of railway. 

We need some provision of this kind in order to enable us to dispose 
of the surplus agricultural products grown in the Mississippi Valley. 
If you will look over the list of our exports to these countries you will 
see that 90 per cent. of them are grown or produced in the Mississippi 
Valley. Petroleum, the hardware of Ohio and Indiana, lumber, fur- 
niture, and breadstuffs all come from that valley; and the proper way to 
promote and encourage the commerce we now have is the establishment 
of lines from New Orleans to these Central and South American ports. 

I yield the residue of my time to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
CANNON]. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


The gentleman from Illinois has onc minute. 
Mr. CANNON. 


I would like to have two. 

Mr. BURROWS. I will give my friend another minute. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, but little can be said in a minute. 
I wish I had more time. _ I have no objection as a matter of policy to 
give necessary aid for a first-class mail service to our people at home 
and abroad. Such aservice as will assist in developing eur country and 
establishing ourcommerce; but I want to know that the aid will accom- 
plish the purpose for which it is given. I do not believe the aid given 
by this provision even if expended by this administration would accom- 
plish the purpose for which it is given, The administration is un- 
friendly, as I understand it. 

‘rhe provision ** authorizes’’ the Postmaster-General to make con- 
tracts Jor theagcean mail service. We all know that such language is 
construed by him as givinga discretion, and that he has refused under 
similar authority to make contracts. Much has been said during this 
debate about the presence of a lobby promoting the passage of this bill. 
I do not believe it. If a lobby corruptly seeks to promote this pro- 
vision it would not only be knavish but idiotic, for if the provision 
passes the Postmaster-General still has a discretion. In the event it 
does pass then a lobby might appear, butif it did it would hover about 
the Post-Office Department, seeking to control the discretion of the 
Postmaster-General. In any way you look at it I do not see that the 
enactment of the provision is wise. 

Mr. HEWITT. Mr. Chairman, whether the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan be adopted or not, I shall offer as a sub- 
stitute for the entire Senate amendment the provision which I send to 
the Clerk’s desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

To secure greater frequency and regularit peed 
in the carriage of mails to Brazil, the republics of Mexico, Central and South 
America; the Sandwich, West India, and Windward Islands; New Caledonia, 
New Zealand, and the Australian colonies, China and Japan, $400,000, or so 
much thereof as may be needed; and the Postmaster-General shall, as far as 
possible, cause the mails of the United States to be carried to and from said 
places respectively in American built and steamships, provided the 
same can be carried for a reasonable compensation, to be by him determined, 
but not exceeding the rate of 50 cents — nautical mile for the distance usually 
traveled in the most direct and feasible course between the terminal points 
hereinbefore specified. 

Mr. HEWITT. Mr. Chairman, this is a plain, practical, business 
proposition, intended to meet an existing embarrassment jm the car- 
riage of the foreign mails. J 

In the last Congress we had to deal with a new state of thelaw. The 
compulsory obligation resting on American vessels to carry the Amer- 
ican mail had been repealed. It was known that new arrangements 
would have to be made, and hence Congress placed at the disposal of 
the Postmaster-General thesum of $400,000. This money was intended 
to be used for such payments as might be required to keep up the for- 
eigh-mail service of the country. 

‘Che appropriation was permissive; it was not mandatory. It was 
intended to be left to the discretion of the Postmaster-General. All de- 
nunciations therefore against him as a violator of the law are entirely 
unfounded and unjust. The House intended to put this money at his 
disposal, as K& might see fit to use it. He has not seen fit to use it. 
Criticism, therefore, is proper enough as to the exercise of the discre- 
tion confided to him, but it is not proper as to his execution of the law. 
He has done what he supposed to have been his duty in the premises. 

There was in this appropriation no elementof subsidy whatever. It 
was not intended to be a subsidy. I voted for it, and my colleagues 
not now members of this House, Mr. Cox, Mr. Dorsheimer, and Mr. 
Potter, all of us pronounced opponents of all subsidy measures, voted 
for this appropriation. We felt that the public necessity required the 
provision of a fund upon which the Postmaster-General could draw in 
case of necessity in order to prevent the stoppage of such postal accom- 
modations as the people of this country had had with foreign countries. 

But all doubt as to whether it was a subsidy or not is settled by the 
Postmaster-General himself, who thus speaks of it in his report: 

Muct i / be 
can commerce, When Congyeot tall ested to inveee, eg Pose Otiee Depart 
ment with care for that object, it can not be doubted it will easily choose lan- 

which will plainly convey the purpose and impose the duty. Until 


then that Department can not rightfully employ the moneys for 


appropriated 
the postal service to secure objects not Liraned to its care, however merito- 
tious in themselves, ' 


in di ch and a greater s 


I am opposed to the Senate amendment because it is advocated here 
as a subsidy and was advocated there as a subsidy. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I will take the floor and yield my time to my co!- 
league. 

Mr. HEWITT. Iam much obliged to my colleague; and I will say 
to the House that if I trespass on its time it is because I was entirely 
unable to get recognition during the general debate, and it does seem 
to me the voice of the city of New York, which receives and sends out 
nearly the whole of these foreign mails, at least ought to be expressed 
on this floor. [Applause. } 

Now I say the Senate amendment, and, I will add, the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. BuRRows ], are open to 
the objection of being essentially subsidies, to which in any shape or 
form I am 

But there still remains the difficulty created by the repeal of the 
compulsory law. If gentlemen had wanted to remove this difficulty 
they ought to have broughta bill in for the restoration of the compul- 
sory law, and pressed it to its legitimate end, if they think that is a 
remedy for these difficulties. But that hasnot been done. The com- 
munications between thiscountry and foreign countries are not carried 
on to the satisfaction of ‘the commercial interests. 

I have heard it asserted here that the present mail service is satisfac- 
tory. That is not my information. My constituents by hundreds 
have been writing to me and asking me to secure some action by which 
the mails shall be carried with regularity and dispatch. They do not 
ask that new steamship lines shall be created by bounties, but they ask 
that the mails, such as they had before the repeal of the compulsory act, 
shall, by some process or other, be restored. 

If gentlemen are inclined to dispute the fact this service is not satis- 
factory I will quote to them the language of the Postmaster-General 
himself, who says in his annual report: 

Some delays and inconveniences have arisen between New York and Colon, 
San Francisco and Japan and China, and to the west coast of Mexico, by the re- 
fusal of the Pacific Mail Company, and some between New York and Vene- 


zuela by the late action of the Red Deompany. Except these,all the foreign 
mails are transported either in the same manner or a better than during the 


Early action by Congress is very desirable to provide such means as it sha!| 
deem oygerarine to relieve the inconvenience sustained on the routes indi- 
eated. The Department recognizes its obligation to the business men of the 
eountry, who have forborne complaint, with but few exceptions, rather than 
manifest a willingness to see the Government compelled to a course whic! 
upon careful consideration had been decided inexpedient and unwise to be 
pursued. ‘T) ey are entitled to the earliest practicable relief which can be 
given. . 

Now it is agreed on all hands as to the routes specified by the Post- 
master-General it isnecessary for this House to take action. And hence 
I have proffered the amendment in order that the Postmaster-Genera| 
may be able to apply the proper remedy. Atameeting held in the city 
of New York, at the Importers and Exporters’ Saikinns, a series of 
resolutions was adopted. I will not take time to read them, but in sub- 
stance they state that the mail service with Chinaand Japan and the East 
Indies is demoralized, that letters which formerly were carried in 
twenty-six days now require fifty-eight days. One of the great mer- 
chants in New York engaged in that business, who has written mea 
letter—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I will take the floor and yield my time to the gen- 
tleman from New York. 

Mr. BRUMM. I suggest that it is not fair to others of us who de- 
sire to be heard. 

Mr. HEWITT. Of course if any gentleman objects to my proceci- 
ing I do not wish to occupy the attention of the committee. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I have no objection whatever to the gentleman pro- 
ceeding; but the debate, by the order of the House, is to close at 5 
o'clock. 

Mr. BARRY. I am informed that my name is next on the list of 
speakers, and I will defer to the gentleman from New York. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield his time to the gentle- 
man from New York ? 

Mr. BARRY. I donot yield my time, but simply defer to the gentle- 
man from New York, if that will oblige him, so that he can continue 
his remarks consecutively. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not object, of course, to the gentleman yield- 
ing his time, but as there are gentlemen on this side of the House who 
still wish to be heard, I do not want their time to be taken from them. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York has already oc- 
cupied the time that was yielded to him. Of course any gentleman 
who has the floor can yield his time if there be no objection. . 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. If I can be recognized I will 
yield to the gentleman. : 

Mr. BARRY, LIunderstand that some gentleman is willing to yield 
to the from New York. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Any one who can get the floor 
can yield his time, and if I can be recognized I will yield. 

Mr. BARRY. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman from 
New York be allowed to proceed for five minutes. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I must object in justice to this side of the House. 
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Mr. SPRINGER. I hope the gentleman from Georgia will not ob- 
ject. The gentleman from New York ought to have been recognized 
on this subject in the general debate. He represents the largest inter- 
est involved in this proposition in this country, and he ought to have 
time given to him as a matter of justice. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I have stated that I had no objections to the gentle- 


man proceeding, provided the time was yielded from the other side. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I move to strike out the last 
word, if that is in order, and will yield to the gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN. There are two amendments now pending. 

Mr. BARRY. I will yield two minutes of my time to the gentleman 
from New York, if that will oblige him. 

Mr. HEWITT. I am very much obliged to the gentleman from 
Missi , but I can not in two minutes by any possibility say to the 
House what I desire to say on the question. I supposed it was under- 
stood that I should have about twenty minutes, which would be charged 
against the time of the other side. If that is objected to, I think it is 
better to take permission to print the remainder of my remarks. 

Mr. BURROWS. If the Chair will recognize me I will yield five 
minutes of my time to the gentleman from.New York. That will give 
him seven minutes in all, if that will be of any service to him. 

Mr. HEWITT. Then I will endeavor to condense what I have tosay 
within that space of time. 

The embarrassment to which I have referred with our East India mail 
service still exists, as I am informed by Mr. Frazar, of the Oriental house 
of Frazar & Co., who was here within a week. 

With South America the United States mails are now carried to all 
the ports (to which the Red D line delivered them formerly) in twenty- 
eight days. The Red D line delivered them in nine and one-quarter 
days. Thatof course is not such a mail service as the merchants of this 
country require for the proper transaction of their business. 

Now whose fault is this? Where does the blame lie? The Post- 
master-General has become involved in a controversy with the steam- 
shipeompanies. On both sides I think there has been more temper than 
judgment. I thinkthe steamship companies have behaved very badly, 
with the exception of the Brazil line. They have refused to carry the 
mails since last September, and the public have been put to great in- 
convenience in consequence of this mistaken course. 

If they had fulfilled their pledge to the public made on the 12th of 
A last, in an appeal in which they made a declaration which I 

quote, there would have been no grievance; and if they had then 
asked Congress to indemnify them for the work performed an appro- 
priation would have readily been voted to the companies in payment 
of services thus voluntarily rendered. 

In this appeai they made the following declaration: 


It has become a matter of principle with them. They have refused the proffer 
of the Government, and yet they continue to carry the mails, as the law permits 
them to do, without any compensation to themselves, conveying such letters as 
may be deli them by the public inclosed in properly-stamped envelopes. 
The Government is at no loss; it will receive the whole of the sea and inland 


. iw e ; i “J 
(Ota Marte fs einisen sompanioe oc whether to take ctivantice of the 
seaman rea Sopcs eats Fe 
days instead of eighteen days as ore. : . 

And yet within a month of that time these very people who make 
this statement and publish it turn around and refuse to carry the mails 
of the United States! They are entitled, Mr. Chairman, to no consid- 
eration at the hands of this Congress. On the other hand, the Post- 
master-General should have secured the carriage of the mails by a 
concession that was entirely within the discretion confided to him by 
the act of Congress; but he preferred to plant himself upon the ground 
that the act meant either the $400,000 or the 50 cents a mile or noth- 
ing. He said that the amount appropriated was not sufficient to go 
around at the rate per mile limited in the law, and so he decided to 
make no allowance. WhatI think should have been done was to have 
called these steamship people together in conference and to have en- 
deavored to arrange some terms by which the mails should be carried 
until Congress could meet. The sea and inland postage is not an ade- 
quate compensation in all cases. It is not a sufficient sum to pay some 
of the lines conveying smal! mails for the conditions imposed upon them 
for sailing upon fixed days, for thecare of the mails, and the accommo- 
dations re and more particularly for landing the mails at many 
foreign ports and waiting there for the return mails. 

An it merchant would have dealt with the question upon its 
merits, and a great public officer should have allowed no feeling to enter 
into the controversy. It ought to have been considered upon pure busi- 
ness principles, All feeling ought to have been eliminated. Now, the 
proposition which I make is based upon a common-sense view, and is 
simply this—that $400,000 shall be appropriated to enable the Post- 


and een where it was formerly done to the satisfaction of the public. 
But it is at his discretion. If he can get it upon a reasonable basis of 


is not restricted to the American lines. If the compensation which he 
offers to American lines is not acceptable, or rather if the proposition 

from them is unreasonable, he may seek elsewhere 
But preference should be given to American 











lines, because, whether gentlemen like it or not, the sentiment of this 
country is in favor, so far as possible, of the proposition that the mail 
shall be carried in American bottoms and under the American flag. 

But let it be observed that by the terms of this amendment the 
Postmaster-General is to be master of the sitaation, as he ought to be, 
and the steamship companies are to take his terms or take nothing. 
The reliance is placed, as it ought to be, upon his discretion, his sense 
of justice, and his desire to gratify the people, whose servant he is. 

And now as to the money expenditure involved in this provision. I 
have recently felt moved to make an earnest protest against the im- 
provident expenditures of money involved in pension, fiscal, and other 
bills pending in this House. I do not take back one word of what I 
have said on this subject. I am against waste and extravagance, now 
and forever, lest the burdens of taxation are thus made too heavy to 
be borne. 

But wise expenditures of money often lighten the load of taxation. 
The provision of adequate mail iacilities increases thé ability of the 
citizen to meet his obligations. In other words, they pay back more 
than they cost. 

Again, there are some disbursements which are a matter of honor. 
The promises made to our soldiers are of this nature, but we are not 
called upon to exceed our promises. Trust funds are also sacred, and 
must be administered according to the spirit of the trust. All the 
money which we derive from our foreign-mail service is a trust fund, 
to be used for the payment, first, of the actual outlays, and, secondly, 
for the extension of foreign-mail facilities. 

The Postal Union is the last triumph of civilization, if it is not its 
greatest achievenient. Itis the beginning of the era “we the war 
drums shall cease to beat in the federation of the world. ore its for- 
mation the cost of postage among the nations was prohibitory to the 
most of mankind. The Collins line after its subsides ceased collected 
in one year in sea postage alone nearly $200,000. 

The progress of civilized nations toward a common and cheap rate 
of international postage is the work of enlightened statesmen and good 
Christians. They knew that it could not be accomplished without sac- 
rifiees in money, and the nations were pledged to make them. 

The wish has been accomplished at a great cost. The only nation 
which has not to pay out more money than it receives is the United 
States. We alone make money out of it. How much is now not of 
much consequence, but it is more than the $400,000 proposed to be paid 
by the amendment which I have offered. I say this deliberately, not- 
withstanding the disingenuous effort of the Superintendent of Foreign 
Mails to diminish the actual amount. This money does not belong to 
us. It belongs tothe world, for whom we hold it in trust—in trust for 
what? For the extension of postal facilities whenever we can find oc- 
casion to transmit mails more speedily and more frequently. 

This will be made clear beyond cavil if we consider what we should 
have done if the Postal Union had proceeded to accomplish its benefi- 
cent work by another method. Suppose the convention when itadopted 
the 5-cent rate had decided to assess the loss upon each nation in pro- 
portion to the number of letters sent and received by each, would or 
could we have declined such a manifestly fair proposal? And if we 
had agreed to it, is it not evident that we should have had to pay out 
a large sum annually to indemnify the other governments for what they 
pay out in compensation for the carriage of the ocean mails? 

This obligation we have not only escaped, but we actually made a 
profit out of the operation in more ways than one. Owing to the vast 
amount of correspondence on the Atlantic lines, we get a considerable 
profit out of the mails carried for us in foreign ships. We even get a 
profit out of the carriage of the closed mails across the continent. 

Without stopping now to estimate the net profits of this business, it 
is enough to say that it is a profit never intended to be given or taken, 
and that the part of honor and honesty is to use it for the general good by 
the extension of mail facilities, none the less profitable to us because 
open to all the world; for it is a fact known to every merchant and 
every student of political economy that business follows as well as pre- 
cedes the steamship and the flag which floats over it. 

Where duty, honor, and profit concur there ought to be no hesitation 
in placing at the disposition of the Postmaster-General ample means to 
enable him to discharge his obligations to the people and the other 
nations of the world. As matters now stand we are placed in the hu- 
miliating position of sponging upon the other nations of the world. If 
there is any doubt on this point let the following mortifying letter, 
addressed by the Superintendent of our Foreign Mail Service to the 
Mexican minister, bear witness. Comment is unnecessary when sixty 
millions of Americans are thus made debtors to ten millions of Mex- 
icans struggling for existence. O, shame! where is thy blush? 

Post-Orrice DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF ForREIGN MAIS, 
Washington, D. 0., May 19, 1886. 
Sim: Under date of March 24 last, the post-office department of Mexico trans- 
mitted to this Department a copy of the new Mexican postal guide containing 
a distribution scheme for correspondence from the United States for Mexico. 
The letter which accompanies it states as follows, namely: “ No distribution 
scheme is given in the guide for correspondence for the states of Campeche, Yuca- 
tan, Tabasco, and Chiapas, as this correspondence can be forwarded more advan- 
tageously by sea than by land.’’ Asthesteamersof the New York, Havana, and 


Mexican Steamship Company are subsidized by the Governmentof Mexico, and 
therefore by Article III of the Postal Union Convention of Paris, 1878, are trav- 
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eling post-offices of Mexico, and are not under the contonhes this Department,and 
by treaty of 1861, Articles VI and VII, this Government is privileged to send by 
said steamers the mails originating in this country destined for Mexican ports of 
call of the steamersof this line, Ihave the honor to requestthat you will indicate 
in what way this Department can utilize this service according to treaty stipu- 
lation. I have to suggest that if the agent of the Mexican Government would 
receive the mails destined for those ports at the New York post-office and ac- 
company them to the steamer it would expedite the delivery of the mails to 
the agent of the Mexican Government. However, the question as to where and 


how pagans shall come into possession of these mails is a matter of detail to 
be decided by your government. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NICHOLAS M. BELI., 


Superintendent Foreign 5 Mails. 
To His Excellency Sefior Don M. Romero, 


Envoy Lxtraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Mexican Legation, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. BARRY. Mr. Chairman, I have noambition to air my opinions 
on this question, but as I was side-tracked yesterday in the general de- 
bate [ deem it proper as a member of the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads that I should voice on this floor my sentiment and the 
sentiment of the people I represent as positively and emphatically op- 
posing any subsidy to any corporation or individual whatever. It is 
un-democratic. It does not respond, Mr. Chairman, to the spirit and 
genius of our Government and of our people. 

Why, sir, we are told that thirty years ago our ocean commerce and 
carrying trade whitened the broad Atlantic, and that our Navy floated 
over its waters with invincible pride. The American then would not 
have ‘‘flattered Neptune for his trident.’”” But now we tura with an 
averted eye from that boundless expanse of our expiring glory and look 
with an anxious and half despairing gaze to the small South and Cen- 
tral Ameriqn States and Isles contiguous to our continent, whither 
about 7 percent. of all ourexports go. Weare continually importuned 
to look upon Germany, upon England, upon France as our models in 
mail service, and whose examples in that regard we are asked to be to 
obsey uious imitators. 

When it comes to other economic questions, and especially those of 
revenue and tariff, in England, we are told to turn from them in derision. 
And so it is after listening to the speeches here, I know not whether to 
stroke admiringly the mane of the British lion or, as a distinguished 
gentleman from New York used to de, give his tail a derisive twist. 
(Laughter. ] 

Now, sir, if this bill should pass with the Senate subsidy amendment, 
in order to preserve its unity we should amend the title. It is entitled 
“‘An act making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office De- 
partment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887.’’ Should this amend- 
ment prevail it would be proper to amend the title so as to make it 
read ‘‘An act making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, and to subsidize 
certain steamship lines.’’ 


[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CATCHINGS was recognized, and yielded his time to Mr. 
BARRY. 

Mr. BARRY. A great deal of stress has been laid on the fact that 
we pay for our domestic service vast sums of money. That was em- 
phasized by my able friend from Michigan [Mr. Burrows}. 

It is the purpose and policy of the Post-Office omer pay for 
domestic mail service quantum service rendered. 
This is the policy under the present -aaslelstaniaes. thane though in some 
instances under the preceding administration excessive amounts were 
contracted for inthe steamboat service, which are being reduced as fast 
as the law will permit. 

Why, sir, our whole foreign-mail service is only 2,705,378 pounds per 
annum, for which we pay $331,903.24. 

Upon the Pennsylvania Railroad between New York and Philadel- 
phia 49,786,365 pounds of mail matter is transported during the year, 
and at a cost of $181,771.81. 

In twenty days the Pennsylvania Railroad will carry between New 
York and Philadelphia more mails than the whole annual foreign-mail 
service. 

In less than three days it will carry the amount in weight that is an- 
nually sent from the United States to all the countries south of us on 
this continent, the adjacent islands, and across the Pacific Ocean, for 
the carriage of which this branch of our foreign-mail service cost during 
the last fiscal year $60,994.52. This railway would during three days 
receive for transporting the mails less than $1,500. 

It is trae that the element of distance should enter into this compu- 
tation, but with that in view the advantage will still be with the for- 
eign-mail service. Itshould be remembered also that ships sail at their 
convenience and reach their ports when they please, without bonds, 
schedule, obligations, and the attendant fines, forfeitures, and penalties 
upon their infraction. The reverse is true with our inland service. 
And besides, the steamships are engaged in the ocean es business, 
and the mails they convey are merely incidental to their enterprise and 
cause but slight inconvenience. 

Besides, American vessels carrying our — to foreign ports en- 
joy advantages denied to others. certificate of the Post- 


Sa that they the U tates  cemea are re- 
ieved in foreign ports from Sev energy dues, Peed, aoe Gituaae oak 
charges, and tonnage tax. They are permitted to land, 










receive their cargoes on any day or at any time, and can not be dis- 


turbed for any purpose, a privilege they could not otherwise claim—, 


benefit often as valuable to a vessel as the carrying of the mails is wort). 
For example, a steamer not ing such a certificate upon landiny 


at Havana is required to pay $1.35 per ton on all freight aechareed d 
and received. A United States mail steamship is exempt from thi 
tonnage tax up to 6 tons, and only 62} cents per ton in excess of that 


In my opinion the true solution of the problem is, what is ri; ght, 


what is a fair compensation; and this rule should obtain in every phase 
of governmental service. Common carriers on sea or land should form 
no exception. 


As I understand it sea and inland postage is just, even liberal, and 


that outside this subsidy the appropriation in this bill covers that. | 
— American vessels to have it, and when compatible with the pub- 


¢ interests to carry our mails. The sea and inland postage is 5 cents 


a letter, or $1.60 per pound for the same; on papersit 8 cents per pound. 
The sea postage is 44 cents per pound for letters and 44 cents per pound 
for papers. 


Upon referring to the report of the Postmaster-General for the last 


fiscal year we find that the total weight of transatlantic mails —_ 
from New York during the last fiscal year was 2,194,066 pounds, whi, 
cost at sea-postage rates $270,157.63, the average being $609.36 a = 
during the year. This was at rates thirty-four times greater than 
charged by ships for freight and four times the cost for parcels of dis 
patch matter of the same quantity. Of course the value attached to 


mail matter should make a difference, but it should also be remem- 


bered that only about one-fifth of our sea-borne mails are letters. 


Notwithstanding the liberal offer of sea and inland postage made 
last year by the Postmaster-General, several American lines withdrew 


after the Ist August, because forsooth that officer, under the high and 
solemn obligations of his office, declined to distribute among them the 
$400,000 which they claimed under act March 3, 1885. Of the eight 


lines departing from New York and San Francisco all refused to trans- 
port our mails except the United States and Brazil Mail Steamship 
Company, plying between New York and Brazil, and the Oriental and 
Occidental line from San Francisco to China and Japan. 

The other remaining lines would convey no other mails from our 
shores than such as were deliverable in those countries with which such 
ships were under contract compelling*such service, which conduct 
scarcely betrays that zeal for ‘American commerce’’ and vaulting love 
of country which they and their friends evince in demanding the 
$400,000 subsidy and the granting of this one amounting to $800,000. 

Whatever repugnance, emanating from patriotic pride, there may 
exist respecting the carrying of our mails to foreign countries in for- 
eign ships, itis obviously of a recent growth, for we find an ancient 
legislative recognition of that policy on the part of 

As far back as 1858 an act of Congress in oo terms authorize 
the Postmaster-General to allow sea postage to foreign vessels, and that 
law continues in force at present. While to ae mt, Phorm citizen it 
is more desirable to have our mails for other countries carried under the 
American flag, yet the policy is doubtless a wise one to send them «t 
times in foreign ships to expedite their transmission. 

Such has been the sett] iecnanescaaemesunennatfet-yenrs, with- 
eahechsoanstetenpilted puihetntinneabatasters 1. 

For the last fiscal year we had for inland ion 12,371 star 
routes, aggregating 232,222 miles, which cost$5,414,804; 116 steamboat 
routes, aggregating 11,997 miles, which cost $563,002; 1,621 railroad 

routes, 121,032 = — cost $16,627, 933, including 
$1,869,488 for railway a 
pressed that the cocamathen is liberal, even excessive, 
compgred with that paid for the foreign service. Thisis untrue, and in 


the comparison becomes ill 
The inland service is or should be paid a compensatory price, and is 
never subsidized to build up commerce or common carriers, individua!s 
or corporations. It is obligated to the Government by schedules. All 
but the railway service (with a few exceptions in — en) enter 
after 


there is no advertisement for bids, I invite attention to this communi- 
cation and statement from Second Assistant Postmaster-General Knott: 


Post-Orricr DEPARTMENT, 
OrFice OF SECOND ASSISTANT PosTMASTER-GENERAL, — 
Washington, D.C., May 5, 15°. 
Sir: In y to your wee eae ton T have the honor to inform you that the 
law the letting of service without advertising for pro- 
posals will be sei Se aera Sree Seer eneertie y the act 
of May 17 SS S08 Sp oes Si). wvleh nenabanced bn the the Postal Laws 


and 1879, in section 607, and reads as follows: 
ao When from cause it may become necessary to make s new con- 
tract for the renee eet ater 
States mail service viously been perform maste 
Gunennd anny Gquiunsl Glib Geoweer ar mentur of tary steamship, steamboat, 
foren apeeuahhuantedecany teeter apemnns rOnited “ um 
an ex ing fo 
anand waibeut advertising Sor prapeenie tharafer whenever the pubiic in- 


convenience will thereby be promoted, but the price paid for such 
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for carrying the mails upon such routes where no mail service has previously 
been performed without advertising for proposals therefor, but no contract for 
such new service shall be for a longer time than one year. No contract for 
carrying the mails between the United States and any foreign port shall be for 
alon time than two years, unless otherwise directed by ress. 

Under the law it is competent for the Postmaster-General to contract with 
the owner or of a steamboat for service on a new route for a period not 
exeeceding one year, without advertising for proposals, and on a route that has 
been let under an advertisement for a period not exceeding four years at a rate 
of pay not exceeding that paid previously under the regular advertisement. 

At the present time there are one hundred and twenty-three steamboat routes 
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in operation in the United States, of which only fourteen were let otherwise 
than by formal advertisement for proposals, as shown by the accompanying 
statement. 
From July 1, 1886, there will be several routes in operation that were let at 
less than the lowest bids under advertisements. 
Very respectfully, 
A. LEO KNOTT, 
Second Assisiaut Postmaster-General. 
Hon. F. G. Barry, 
Committee on the Posi-Ofice and Post-Roads, 
House of Representatives. 


| 


Slatement of steamboat service in operation, not under a regular or miscellaneous advertisement. 
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| No. of i Contract period. Pay. Remarks. 
State. | aie Termini. I 3 a 
New York........ 7536 | Fishers Island, Noank................. Oct. 10, 1885, to June 30, 1886 *$361 00 | Sioinel on bulletin bourd in Department and post-offices 
| } for ten days. 
Louisiana........ 30090 | Troyville, Toole y5..........0000.....00++ Aug. 1, 1885, to June 30,1886 | +3,000 00 Do. 
Minnesota........ 26095 | Duluth, Two Harbors.................. May 15, 1886, to June 30, 1886 13 83 | Do. 
Michigan......... 24092 | Grand Haven, Milwaukee, Wis...| June 1, 1886, to Oct. 31,1886 | tlo 00 | In accordance with contractor's proposition being less than 
| | the rate under previous regular advertisement. 
Louisiana........ 30096 | New Orleans, Vicksburg, Miss..... |} Mar.20, 1886, to June 30,1886, 71,000 00 Do. 
D0...0000+00e-+-| 30100 | New Orleans, Port Eads......... .....| Dec. 21, 1885, to June 30, 1886 | +12, 000 00 | Do. 
Florida....... «| 16096 | Chatahoochee, Apalachicola. ...... Aug.15, 1885, to June 30,1888 | +5,500 00 | Do. 
Florida...........| 16080 | Palatka, Drayton Island............. Apr. 16, 1886, to June 30, 1886 | +2,000 00 In accordance with contractor's proposition, being less than 
| the rate under previous regular advertisement. (Part new.) 
Maryland........ 10088 | Baltimore, Salisbury................... Dec, 16, 1885, to Dee. 15, 1836 | +900 00 In aceordance with proposition ; new service. 
Texas......000- «...| 31100 | Houston, Lynchburg................... | July 1, 1882, to June 30, 1886 +600 00 | In accordance with contractor’s proposition, being less than 
| the rate under previous regular advertisement. 
Kentucky........, 20100 | Paducah, Cairo, II1...................... July 1, 1884, to June 39, 1888 2,000 00 | Do. 
Mich asseees| 24097 | Manistee, Milwaukee, Wis.........| July 1, 1884, to June 30, 1888 TLO 00 Do. 
Florida............| 16085 | Jacksonville, Orange Dale ccemaeninel July 1, 1885, to June 30,1888 | 1,650 00 | In accordance with contractor's proposition, being less than 
| the rate under previous regular advertisement. (Part new.) 
Michigan......... 24091 | Charlevoix, East Jordan............. May 17, 1836, to Nov. 13, 1886 {2 00 | New service; rate less than contractor’s proposition. 
* Por period. + Per annum. t Per round trip. 


As to railroads it is not deemed practicable or desirable to have ex- 
press contracts with them as in former times, and the Post-Office De- 
partmentadjusts their pay under proper regulations; but they are sub- 
ject to fines and penalties. Indeed, the whole inland service rests under 
various obligations, such fines, forfeitures, and penalties incident 
thereto for their infraction as each case may require. 

The foreign service is exempt from all this. 

The star service, in a very large degree, is equipped and put into 
operation by the contractors for that sole purpose, and their net earn- 
ings are slight and in a great number of instances they lose. Nosteamer, 
American or otherwise, ever lost a farthing on account of carrying the 
foreign mails of our Government. 

The appropriations for our inland service may appear large, but it 
should be borne in mind that the United States and Territories stretch 
across the continent and embrace an area of 3,000,000 square miles, not 


including Alaska, with fifty-four thousand offices, and the population 
of 60,000,000 is ae : . 
Our service is an element of our national life, a plexus and 


network that intimately and sensitively affects and blends all parts of 
the Union and its Territories. The ‘‘head is not more native to the 


heart’? than that system is to the commercial and social welfare of our | 


people, and there is no department of the public service which they 
cherish so ardently. The system is one of the most admirable in the 
world, and is conducted by the most intelligent methods. I decline to 
look to England or Continental Europe as a paragon to emulate in our 
system. In every sense of the word our people can govern them- 
selves without foreign examplars. 
with all her boasted liberality in expenditures for postal fa- 
cilities only pays out about one-half of our annual expenditures for the 
same Ee Her total postal service only costs $27,072,333.63 per 
annum. Her “‘ packet’’ or ocean service is only $3,012,146.45 a year. 
Herinsular position and her importantand remote provinces in America, 
Africa, and Asia force her to maintain an enormous mail and commer- 
cial communication with them. 

It is as essential to that government as our inland service is to us, 
the imperative demands on either government being as great, and both 
— with propriety be termed domestic mail service, as British soil 

subjects may be found in every division of the globe. Look at her 
ian dominion, Barbadoes, Jamaica, Trinidad, 

Bermuda, Guiana, India, Burmah, Australia, New Zealand, 

and Ceylon; her Gold Coast and other possessions on the western shores 


of Africa; the Cape of Good Hope and Transvaal—with their millions | 
of British subjects! Thus it will be seen how important is her ocean 


mail service. 
France expends $26,000,000 for postal service. Her subsidies to 
companies, to the French postal report of 1884, 
was $5, 98; but that isan avowed, outspoken subsidy or dona- 
tion, a gift enterprise, which neither the interest nor inclination of the 
American people them to make. 
It may serve to silence the ive clamor heard in behalf of the 
sums by stom France for postal service when it is 
that our Government pays annually as much as both of 
Siena: snd is io ton great a stretch of patriotism to add the 
Unnecessary sum 


i 


rT 





,000 a year to the bill for five possible consec- : 


utive years, as provided for in the sixth Senate amendment. It would 
scarcely please the toiling tax-payers of the land. It may sound well 
to talk about building up American shipping or American commerce, 
but we should think of building up the American tax-payer, or, by 
placing the least possible burden on his shoulders, let him build him- 
self up, as every individual enterprise or industry should do, without 
@ gift or subsidy from the treasury of the people, or the imposition of 
a protective tax upon them. 

The Constitution says that taxation should be uniform, and it fol- 
lows as a logical sequence that its benefits should flow to the people 
without discrimination in favor of any class or occupation. 

The appropriations for internal transportation in this bill which the 
House passed and sent to the Senate are as follows: 


Star service . 








Sia iiicsticiiticncielalectisciceishadaeticaeay anit etphiiiadlasiaen acini cninhdtitadatias secicapitiatiinjennds $5, 850, 000 
Steamboat service (which includes coastwise service) ................00« te 575, 000 
ion llc arises enenssconanannnsotuesanmninouseast 900, 000 
Railway mail service 5, 595, 482 
Railway postal cars .................. , 808, 000 

URINE: WRN so cicisenencieedecnnncsasesnbcesccascoovemnedsqnsesencosens 291, 000 

Neen a il eee emloebiconons 25, 109, 432 


| The receipts for postage for the last fiscal year was $40,056, 226.69. 

| From that deduct receipts from the foreign service, $2,287,169.13, and 

| our domestic revenue from postage is $37,769,057. 56. 

| Thus it will be seen that only 66 per cent. of our domestic postage 
revenue is devoted to domestic transportation, while American steam- 
ers for carrying foreign mails receive all the sea and inland postage, 
which, for letters, is 5 centseach of } ounce or under, or $1.60 per pound, 
and for papers 8 cents per pound, while our domestic postage is only 2 

cents for a letter weighing 1 ounce or under, and 1 cent a pound for 
papers. vs 

This subsidy amendment proposes to give $800,000 to American built 
and registered vessels for carrying the mails to Brazil, Mexico, Central 
and South America; the Sandwich, West India, and Windward Isl- 
ands; New Caledonia, New Zealand, and the Australian colonies; 
China and Japan, at a compensation of not over 50 cents per mile, going 
and returning. 

For the last fiscal year there were fifty-eight American vessels en- 
gaged in this service which traveled in an aggregate 1,630,176 miles. 
At this estimate it would require $815,000 to pay them, thus leaving 
a deficit in that behalf of $15,000. It is idle tosay that the Postmas- 
ter-General could contract with these lines for the service at a sum less 
than $800,000... They would insist upon having all, and thus monopo- 
| lize the business, driving off competitors, or decline to carry the mails 
which, in either case, would not be very reassuring to our commer- 
; cial intercourse with those countries and American ship-building. 
| Our commercial prosperity seems to be the innocent and patriotic 

purpose of such legislation. ‘Then when that sum should be so ab- 
| sorbed what would become of the service contemplated in the last para- 
| graph of the amendment, which is as follows: 

The Postmaster-General, if in his judgment it be practicable, shall contract 
for a semi-monthly mai! service between the ports of New York and New Or- 


leans, alternately, and the port of Rio de Janeiro, under the provisions of this 
act. 


Of course nothing would be left of the amount for such service. 
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Only 8.37 per cent. of the entire cea-borne mail for the last fiscal year 
was dispatched to the countries contemplated in the amendment, and 
to pay $800,000 for this service, amounting to only 45,021 pounds of 
letters and 424,447 pounds of paper, would be an unblushing subsidy. 
In the mean time all the balance of foreign-mail service, which com- 
prises almost the entire amount of that service, is relegated to the House 
appropriation for foreign mails, namely, $375,000. 

How the extravagant bounty of $800,000 a year for the transmission 
of 469,468 pounds of mail to the countries south of us and across the 
Pacific would cause their inhabitants to buy our manufactared prod- 
ucts, when they can buy them elsewhere cheaper than we will sell them 
for, is a mystery that can not be explained. 

Perhaps a sense of exalted admiration for the immense sums donated 
to a few vessels by this Government might cause them to make the 
sacrifice, but that can scarcely be considered human nature. 

The following table will show how exports of merchandise from the 
United States to Brazil have scarcely increased for twenty years, and 
how our imports from Brazil have rapidly advanced, in face of our 
protective tariff. 

|From report of Central and South American Commissioners. ] 


The following statement shows the value of merchandise imported from and 
exported to Brazil during the twenty years from 1865 to 1884, inclusive: 











Year ending June 30— | Exports. Imports. Total. 
$6,580,161 | $0,781,312 | $16,364,473 
5, 691, 659 16, 816, 803 22, 508, 462 
5, 099, 387 19, 100, 300 24, 199, 687 
5.605.404 | 23°595,740|  29°291'144 
5,866,604 | 24,837,403 | 30, 704,007 
5.774.823 | 25.161,219| 30,995,542 
eal 6, 013, 733 30, 551, 215 36, 564, 948 
“| §io12'783 | gor122°se4 | 38° 085,167 
“| 397722 | gs'sa0a7e | 45, 738,008 
“| gi7oa'156 | 43.sss'e47| 51,590,803 
“| 7549" 359 | 42'027'863 | 49,770,222 
“| 346890 | 451446881 | 52,792,761 
“| og psi'si3 | 43498041 | 51,079, 854 
"| g'gse'704| 42968973 | 51,635,677 
“| 1941370 | 39,875,441 | 47,569,811 
“| gtgos'346 | 51970090 | 60.575, 436 
"| gi ase'4i5 | 52) 782'596|}  62.034' 951 
9,152,562 | 48,801,878 | 57,954. 440 
9,252,004 | 44.488.459| 53° 740,553 
ere cm] 8)646,261 | 50,256,189 | 58, 902) 450 
Total for twenty Years... | 145,994,246 | 724,014,250 | 870,008, 496 


Excess of imports, $579,020,004. 


It would require an Oriental imagination and the highest order of 
the poetic temperament to suppose a subsidy for mail service to the 
vessels on that line would have reversed the figures or affected the result. 

When the sea carriage was ample to import so liberally, the same 
means were at hand to exportas much or more. They would not buy 
our merchandise because they could purchase elsewhere at lower rates. 
They preferred going further and faring better. This ademocratic ad- 
ministration! It has not recommended such a measure as this, and I 
do not think it could approve of it. 

The postal system was created for the transmission of mails at a fair 
compensation. It is a perversion of it to make it a medium of distrib- 
uting bounties forany purpose. In hisannual report the present Post- 
master-General says, speaking of the foreign service: 

No exigency exists for the establishment of any new lines to carry the mails. 
Those now on the sea as common carriers are sufficient for the t needs 
of the foreign-mail service. They appear to have maintained t lves for 
years without Government bounty in profitable pursuit of their business. 

Mr. Chairman, the people whom it is my honor to represent here are 
almost wholly agricultural, and for twenty years have struggled 
against the tyranny of adverse circumstances and have felt keenly the 
marked advantages that aggregated and corporate wealth has enjoyed at 
the expense of the farming classes and the burden of a high protective 
tariff system. Many of them have seen wealth walk out and poverty 
walk in. They saw the one depart almost without a murmur, and re- 
ceived the other without a sigh, and have bravely maintained the strug- 
gle for existence to this good hour. They are loyal to the Government, 
and none would more glory in its prowess and than they, but 
they would have its blessings descend on all alike. They favor nosub- 
sidies; they want simply an equal chance with all other pursuits; they 
ask no bounty or protective tariff for themselves, nor do they favor the 
same for the sake of others. They insist on the lowest possible amount 
of taxation, falling lightest on the necessaries of life, and a govern- 
ment justly and economically administered. 

The war being over, they want peace, and not a fruitless war of words 
and bitter recriminations. They would banish all sectional animosity, 
so that throughout our great Republic— 

Good-will between us like the pal . 
And peace its w a or 

To these convictions I give my cordial approbation. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Cankeane the proposition sent to us by the Sen- 
ate is 4 most extraordinary one in any aspect in which it may be 


viewed. It is simply a proposition on the part of the Senate that we ! she sent her 
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shall make a donation out of the public Treasury of $740,000 per an- 
num to certain ship-builders in this country, the chief of whom is \[; 
John Roach. Daring the last fiscal year we had the mail carried oy 
the line now proposed to be subsidized at a cost of $60,000. They 
were glad to get it at $60,000. They made money by carrying it ;; 
$60,000, They are glad to get the same amount of freight to carry 
under their special-dispatch charge, which is about 9} cents a pound, 
and they would have made $52,000 by carrying the mail at that rate. 

They carried 548,000 pounds of American mails on those lines fo; 
$60,000, and notwithstanding they carried it last year at that rate we 
now propose to pay them $800,000 for the same service. They are glad 
to get freight to carry at 80 cents per 100 pounds, eight-tenths of a cen: 
per pound. On all the waters of the earth ships are now carrying 
freight, hunting for it, glad to get it, at that rate for like distances, anq 
the owners are making profit by it. If they were not theirships would 
be lying up at the docks. At that rate we would pay less than $5,0\\9 
for the carriage of this 548,000 pounds of mail matter, but the Post. 
master-General is willing to pay them the sea and inland postage, which 
is about $98,000, double what we pay the foreign lines for carrying our 
mails, for we only pay them sea postage, while the Department is wi|!- 
ing to pay these lines both sea and inland postage. _Now, why is it that 
we are asked to pay out this vast amount of money when we can get 
our mails carried faster and better and in greater security by paying 
$60,000? 

Gentlemen say it is nota subsidy. I say it is a donation outright, 
without any compensation to the public Treasury, without any com- 
pensation to public commerce, without any compensation to the people 
of the United States in any respect whatever. But it is said that this 
is to be done in the interest of extending our foreign commerce. When 
did the gentlemen who are proposing this subsidy become so much in 
love with the extension of our foreign commerce? This proposition 
comes from those who have been breaking down our foreign commerce, 
who have always talked about finding home markets for our home prod- 
uce, and who have denounced every proposition to extend our commerce 
to foreign countries as an emanation of the British brain, as a refiection 
of British sentiment, and the advocacy of British policy here. But 
whenever it is proposed to unlock the doors of the public Treasury to 
take a large sum of money that has been wrung by hard taxation from 
an oppressed and plundered people and throw it into the lap of John 
Roach, and Cramp & Sons, and some others of these ship-builders, then 
all at once these gentlemen became enamored of foreign commerce. 

We heard a few days ago a lecture delivered by a gentleman on this 
floor upon the subject of economy. He told us that the people were 
calling a halt and were demanding that we should reduce taxation. 
That exhortation to economy was delivered upon alittle bill proposing 
to expend a few thousand dollars; but when we have before usa prop- 
osition to spend $800,000, the same gentleman who then lectured this 
House in favor of stopping expenditures from the public Treasury and 
reducing taxation comes forward and lends the benefit of his counsel 
and his aid to this proposition to spend $800,000 for the foreign mail 
service. 

Mr, HEWITT. Does the gentleman refer to me? 

Mr. MILLS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HEWITT. I object to a subsidy; I am against it. 

Mr. MILLS. Then I did not understand the gentleman. 

Mr. HEWITT. Certainly you did not. 

Mr. MILLS. Is the gentleman opposed to the Senate amendment ? 

Mr. HEWITT. I oppose the Senate amendment, and shall vote 
against it. 

Mr. MILLS. Is the gentleman opposed to paying any more for this 
service than the sea and inland postage ? 

Mr. HEWITT. Iam opposed to paying any more than the value of 
the service. I propose to pay what it is worth. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. LANHAM obtained the floor and said: I yield my time to my 
colleague [Mr. MILLs}. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chairman, it is said that the measure now under 
consideration will benefit our foreign commerce. It is said that our 
fathers subsidized vessels from 1850 to 1860. It is said that England 
has subsidized steamship lines; and it is true. Itissaid that her com- 
merce has been extending and st ing ever since she began the 
subsidy system. But, sir, this growth of England’s commerce has had 
no reference whatever tosubsidy. The commerce of England, it is true, 
grew while she was giving large sums for her foreign-mail service: and 
so did ours while we were making similar payments. But why was it’ 
There is a vast distinction, which must be drawn here in order to un- 
derstand this question properly. The people of the United States be- 
tween 1850 and 1860 were carrying out a policy looking to free com- 
merce and trade with the world. They were breaking down the walls 
that had existed between themselves and the people of foreign cous 
tries. They were propagating their trade in every possible way. _ 

England was pursuing the same policy. She was negotiating treaties 
with all the powers of the earth, even the petty princes of Ai™ca, 0 
order that she might extend her trade to all peoples, civilized, ba!!- 
civilized, and ; she sought to remove every obstruction to trade; 
to every country to protect her trade; she nego 
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tiated treaties for the abolition of the old doctrine that in time of war 

carried under aa enemy’s flag are to be considered as the goods 
of the enemy, and through her influence neutral goods were secured 
under an enemy’s flag. She has bent all her energies to banish priva- 
teering from the ocean, and to secure in every way she could the com- 
merce of the world against all dangers and all hinderances as it moved 
toward its markets. 

Having removed all the hindering causes, she then began to push her 
commerce everywhere. Her manufaturers said to Parliament, * There 
are some people in South America whose trade we want. Help us pro- 
cure it.”” Parliament responded by sending a line of steamships to 
South America. Her manufacturers sent out agents on these lines, 
and said to them, ‘‘ See what those people want—what sort of 
hats and taloons and vests they wear; study their tastes and report 
to us. e will manufacture goods to send to them, and in exchange, 
we will take their wool and their copper, bring them to our markets, 
manufacture them, and send them over the world.’’ But here you are 
saying, “* We will not have the wool and copper of Peru and Chili; we will 
not have the things that they wish to exchange for our productions.”’ 
At the same time you propose to pour money from the Treasury into 
the pockets of John Roach, while you exclude from this country the 
goods which these South American nations would gladly exchange for 
ours. That is the proposition you make, and yet you talk about ex- 
tending commerce ! 

In order to extend commerce the first thing you must do is to remove 
the barriers which exclude the commodities that other nations desire 
to exchange for ours. When you have leveled these obstructions it will 
then be time enough for you to devise means to push your commerce to 
foreign countries by ocean lines of steamers. I do not know but that 
it may be wise then to do it if the demands of commerce itself do not 
put vessels on the line. But first you must throw open the gateways 
to this country and let the commerce of other countries come in. Cop- 
merce is two-sided. It takes two men to make a trade, and it takes two 
countries to make a trade. You must be willing to accept what other 
nations send you as well as desirous to force them to take what you 

nd 


send. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will my friend allow me a question? 

Mr. MILLS. Oh, my friend has spoken several times on this sub- 

ject. 
Mr. MILLIKEN. Does the gentleman maintain that in these days 
trade is barter, and that we can obtain trade only by giving away our 
markets? Do not the facts point the other way? Do we not now sell 
our goods to South America either directly or via Europe? 

Mr. MILLS. Oh, yes; we do a little trade of all sorts with South 
America. But if we were willing to take the wool of South American 
countries, they would be more willing to take our manufactured goods. 
If New and would manufacture goods to suit the tastes of the people 
of South America—manufacture them as our consuls have told us re- 
peatedly those people want them manufactured, and not manufacture 
goods for Venezuela according to the tastes of the people of Boston, and 
if we were willing to take what they have to give in exchange, then we 
should have trade, and trade without any subsidy. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, I know how distasteful the word ‘‘sub- 
sidy”’ is to many of the American people. And I also know that 
there has not been for years a railroad constructed in America without 
the aid of either national or local subsidies, and often with the most 
beneficial results to the whole people. 

Scarcely a furnace, forge, or factory of any kind or character has 
been erected for years in any part of the country without the aid of 
local subsidies. 

Hundreds of thousands of dollars have been and is being paid an- 
nually by the Government for the encouragement of agriculture, and 
but few can be found who will deny the propriety, if not the necessity, 
© such Government aid to this great and important branch of national 
industry. 

Subsidies are freely and intelligently voted in aid of educational in- 
terest by the nation, the States, counties, and cities. 

Other countries, with the products of which ours come in contact 
and competition, have aided by subsidies their commercial appliances 
so far that if individual enterprise is left to cope unaided with these, 
they must be driven out in the unfair contest. 

I can discern no reason why, as a people, we should aid by subsidies 
every creative or other industry down to tide water, and then become 
alarmed at the word subsidy, reverse our policy, and leave our mails 
and commerce to be driven from the seas. 

The national thought has been directed to the subject of production 
long to the exclusion of the equally important one of finding a mar- 
for these products. 
regret somewhat that this question should be attached to the Post- 
appropriation bil], asI should prefer to vote directly for the propo- 
pure simple, of stimulating American ship-building and 
yy Government aid to the ends that new markets 
be sought out for our surplus products and American lines of 
1 to carry it there. , 
to the opinion that our people can cope successfully with the 
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people of any other country on earth in the battle of life when placed 
on an equal footing; but that they can not do so when their competi- 


tors are fostered and protected by government aid. Therefore I will 


give my vote for this amendment as a slight step toward the grounds 
that we should assume, that it is the first duty of the American Con- 
gress to take care of the interest of the American people, even though 
the people and interests of other nations should languish. 


If I believed in the theories of free trade I would vote against this 


amendment, but as a protectionist of American producers and the 


American system I must support it. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr.FINDLAY. Mr. Chairman, the master of the French revolution, 
in reply to an opponent, once thundered from the tribune that ‘‘ words 
were things.’’ The discussion which this amendment has provoked is 


only another illustration of the profound truth contained in that reply. 


A simple proposition to pay an adequate sum for a service rendered is 


denounced as asubsidy, and men grow happy and rub their hands with 
glee, thanking God that they are not subsidists. I remember, after 


the little unpleasantness over the bill of my distinguished friend from 
Illinois, just two years ago, a dissatisfied constituent of mine said that 
he was dune with me because I was a protectionist; and when a friend 
of mine asked him what a protectionist was he said he did not know. 


The word stood him instead of an idea; and if I had been denounced 
at the time, or stabbed with the same fatal epithet with which Dan- 


iel O’Connell drew the life-blood of the old fish-woman, as a parallelo- 
pipedon, it would have served just as well. 

Now, sir, words do not appal me unless they have back of them ideas 
and principles at which conscience may justly take offense. 

If the charge so freely bandied here that this is a subsidy means that 
we who advocate this amendment are about to vote away the people’s 
money for an improper object or to waste it ina fruitless attempt to re- 
vive the languishing carrying trade of the country, then I propose to 
seriously examine the charge and discuss the foundation upon which it 
rests. If nothing more is meant by it than the vague insinuation of an 
ill-defined word, I shall not attempt to beat the empty air in search of 


an imaginary enemy. 


What is this proposition? 
First. That going and coming the steam carrier of the mail flying the 
American flag between this country and foreign ports may receive for 


a stated period a compensation not exceeding 50 cents per nautical mile 


traveled. This is to be arranged by contract. 

Second. If such a contract can not be agreed upon, then the Post- 
master-General may provide for an expeditious foreign ocean mail service 
by American steamers for such period and at such rates of compensation 
as may be just, not to exceed, however, the limit of 50 cents a mile. 
For this purpose the sum of $800,000 is appropriated by the Senate 
amendment, and this amendment is further restricted by the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Burrows] to divide this 
sum by applying one-half to existing lines and reser¢ing the other half 
for new companies that may come into existence. Here then is a prop- 
osition that up to the limit of 50 cents a mile the Postmaster-General 
may contract for this service. If he can get it done for half of the sum, 
there is nothing in the amendment which requires him to give the whole 
of it. The language of the amendment is not that these American 
steamship lines shall have in any event 50 cents a mile. That sum is 
fixed as the maximum limit beyond which the rate of compensation 
shall not pass. 

But then it is said that it amounts to the same thing, because there 
are no competitions, and that the proposal therefore in each case will 
be to carry for not less than the maximum rate. 

Well, then what follows? If the Postmaster-General is not willing 
to let a long contract, for three or five years, at 50 cents a mile or less, 
he may say to those companies. I want to pay you what is just. I rec- 
ognize the fact that you are entitled to something more for this service 
than the mere weight of mail or number of letters or parcels would en- 
title you to. I think distance should be taken into consideration. I 
think the hazardsof the sea, the magnitude of the capital required for 
the construction, equipment, and management of a large steamship, the 
item of marine insurances, and the unprofitableness of the journey, as 
contrasted with other routes, drawing tribute from a hundred way sta- 
tions, ought all to be taken into theaccount. Nay, I will goa step fur- 
ther, and to be perfectly fair with you I will admit into this estimate 
another consideration, which some of our intensely practical friends, 
who can see no merit-in anything except a pinching economy, would 
exclude. I will even say, in this bargain, that I would rather have an 
American ship carry the United States mail than a foreign bottom. I 
would rather pay a little more to an American vessel, if it was only for 
the sentiment of retaining the poor privileges of carrying the correspond- 
ence affecting our foreign commerce, which now unhappily sails the seas 
under other flags than our own. ‘Taking all these things into the ac- 
count, I will pay you 30, 40, or 50 cents a mile, as the case may be. 

Is that an improper waste of money? Is there anything dishcnora- 
ble or disgraceful in such an arrangement? Why, sir, it has been dem- 
onstrated over and over again that the outlay of some of those compa- 
nies for delivering the mails is greater than the income they receive 
from sea and inland postage. Is it not dishonorable and disgraceful 
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for a great Government like this to be a pensioner upon the bounty of 


these steamship lines? Why do they carry your mail at all? It cer- 
tainly is not for the profit they make out of it. 
The United States is in the attitude of a beggar. It says to these 


‘ 


carriers: ‘‘As long as you are going on the voyage you might.as well take 
my mail; it will not cost you much to do it; in some cases you may 
even make enough from the postage to pay your actual outlay in han- 
dling and delivering the bags. Do you not think it would be churlish 
in you, not to say unpatriotic, to sail without discharging a small neigh- 
borly act like this? You ought to remember, too, that prior to April 
1, 1884, [ would not permit you to clear unless you agreed to take the 
mail, and now that I have released you from that obligation and have 
thrown myself upon your generosity entirely, is it too much to claim 
some little consideration in return for such a friendly service? I am 
not asking you to go out of your way; of course if that was the case 
it would make a difference, but Iam simply saying that as long as you 
have to go to Cuba, to Japan, to Brazil, to Venezuela, Mexico, Central 
and South America, and you have plenty of room in your vessel, you 
might as well take the mail. It is not very heavy; it will not take up 
much space; it will net incommode you very much, and really the 
compensation, though small, is quite enough for the service. I give 
you 5 cents for every letter, this being a bargain regulated by tare. 
The bag is exeluded as gross; besides, wrappérs, under our new tariff, 
do not count in the valuation. A thousand letters at 5 cents apicce is 
$50, all of which you earn for carrying a small leather or canvas bag 
that may be stuffed away in some corner of the ship and not be so much 
as seen, let alone felt. Now you charge nothing for carrying a pas- 
senger’s trunks that will take up twice as much room, will weigh five 
times as much, and will be correspondingly difficult to place and to 
handle. Instead of being stingy with you, you see lam really munifi- 
cent—absolutely profuse, ridiculously extravagant.’’ 

This argument.was too strong for most of the lines, but it seems from 

the Postmaster-General’s report that there was one recalcitrant com- 
pany atSan Francisco which was not so responsive to either patriotism 
or reason, and boldiy refused to carry the mail for the princely sum of 
5 cents aletter. The head of the Post-Office Department, who had first 
invented an ingenious method of getting rid of offensive partisans, the 
chief merit of which consisted in the secrecy by which the operation 
was to be conducted, bethought him of the striking analogy between 
the passenger’s trunk and the United States mail, and with oneof those 
sudden and lightning-like inspirations which only occur to true genius, 
hit upon an expedient to rid the country of its postal matter with the 
same secrecy and dispatch with which he has gotten rid of the fourth- 
class postmasters. According to his own account, he telegraphed tothe 
agent of the Post-Office Department at San Francisco to buy a ticket 
to Panama for on the steamer then about to sail, and then to 
take the United States mail on board as his personal baggage. He ar- 
gued, and fairly, that each passenger was entitled to so much baggage; 
that the mail in this instance did not exceed the prescribed weight, or 
ifjt did the difficulty could be overcome by paying a little more for 
extra baggage. . 
This the agent would have been compelled to do at any rate, because 
it is to be presumed that postal clerks, while they are knocked about a 
good deal and may possibly in this way become somewhat indifferent 
to comfort and appearance, would still find difficulty in supplying their 
personal wants out of the United States mail, even if it were permis- 
sible to open the pouch. In other words, it is to be presumed that the 
agent in this case would have a trunk or valise of his own in which he 
would carry a few articles of personal attire, and unless this trunk or 
valise was big enough to hold his clothes and the mail bag too, there 
would be exira baggage to pay for, and it would be difficult to claim that 
the contents of the United States mail constituted his personal effects. 
It is fair to presume that the extra charge would have to be paid upon 
the pouch rather than upon the trunk, always assuming of course that 
the mail bag was not in the trunks. 

As the whole scheme was one of economy and secrecy, as in fact there 
is little or no merit in the invention unless the company was to be 
outwitted by a shrewd maneuver on the part of the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, I strongly incline to the belief, although his report is silent upon 
this part of the case, that the mail was to be concealed like a stow- 
away in the trunks and so passed as the baggage of the agent, re- 
ducing the actual cost of transportation to the price paid for his ticket. 
I do not know why the system has not been generally introduced, un- 
less it is for the reason given by the Postmaster-General that the fares 
earned by the companies for the carriage of passengers with United 
States mailfeattached were not equal to sea and inland postage. But 
it would seem that there ought to be some honor connected with this 
mixed transportation of the individual and the sovereignty of the 
nation which should carry with it an increased fare and the for 


an ordinary passenger. A man traveling with the United States mail 
as a part of his personal effects would receive more consider- 
ation than acommon traveler and ought in justice to pay for the honor. 

The Forty-eighth Congress, in my by what is known as the 


subsidy amendment, intended thatthe - 
the money appropriated by that amendment for the purpose of 


our American steamships some adequate sum for the service rendereq 
The whole debate shows that the authority conferred upon him was 1; 
directory but mandatory. He has seen fit to put a different constry >. 
tion upon the act, and as a result of his conclusion has been forced jy, 
resorting to an expedient to escape the consequences of his folly whic) 
I do not care to characterize. 

The United States mail is not baggage, nor is it freight, and any rate 
of compensation for its carriage either upon sea or land based upon th), 
naked idea misconceives the nature of the service rendered. 

I think that the old colored mail messenger in Virginia had a much 
truer and keenerappreciation of the character and dignity of thisseryic. 
than the Postmaster-General. Whena white man kicked him as he was 
carrying the mail down the platform toward his house, he turned arouy;| 
on his assailant and said: ‘‘ Look here, boss, do you know when yoy, 
isa kicking me that you’re kicking the whole United States?” Ther. 
is a decency and propriety in this case easy to perceive but difficult to 
analyze, which requires that the compensation to be paid should not 
be determined by the ordinary rules which govern the transportatioy 
of freights or mere merchandise. 

Let a man consider but a moment the immense difference between 4 
sack of flour and a sack of mail matter. One goes to the wharf in ap 
open dray and is pitched by the stevedore into the hold ef the vesse), 
The other comes to the wharf in a closed wagon with the symbols o; 
the United States painted upon its sides. It contains matter which 
from the moment it has left the writer’s hands has become sacred jy 
the eye of the law, and from the drop-box to the point of delivery passes 
through such hands only as have been consecrated for theservice. But 
when you go a step further and analyze the contents of the bags the 
difference is still more striking. ‘The mail-bag is an epitome of human 
life. Thesocial and business intercourse of nations is represented there 
as well as the sovereignty of the country. 

Jt is simply ridiculous to say that supposing the flour-bag and mail- 
bag to be equal in weight and dimensions, and both to be carried the 
same distance, that therefore the same rate of compensation should be 
paid for each. And yet the proposition is not ridiculous if weight, 
space occupied, and distance traveled are the only considerations which 
are to determine what shall be paid for the carriage of the mail. 

Apart from building up our merchant marine and establishing new 
commercial relations with the countries south of us I believe in pay- 
ing a fair compensation for our foreign ocean steamship miail service, 
and I know that the rate now paid is not fair, and in some cases in- 
stead of being a benefit to the companies isan actual burden. The 
coastwise, the river, and star-route service are all compensated upon the 
basis of the considerations to which I have referred, and surely if a 
difference is to be recognized it ought to be made in favor of the solitary 
carrier of the sea who beats his tempestuous way along an untraveled 
road toward an uncertain port. [Applause. ] 

When Mr. Frxpuay had spoken five minutes the gavel fell. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. McADOO. If the Chairman will recognize me I will yield my 
time to the gentleman from Maryland. 

The CHAIRMAN. But five minutes remain for that side. If no 
gentleman claims that time the Chair will recognize the gentleman from 

land. 


Mr. BRUMM. I claim it. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I tried hard to getinto the general debate, but had 
not an ity. Iask leave to extend my remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair finds that the gentleman from II linois 
[Mr. LAWLER] is entitled to recognition. 

Mr. LAWLER. I yield my time to the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. FINDLAY resumed and concluded the remarks printed above. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Chairman, the amendment of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Hewrrr] is intended to reduce the proposal o! 
the Senate amendment one-half, from eight to four hundred thousand 
dollars. As interpreted by the gentleman himself the expenditure of 
this sum is left discretionary with the Postmaster-General. The ex- 
ercise of such discretion ought not to be imposed on that officer; he does 
not want it, and to vest it in him after the controversy which has grown 
out of this question is to again subject him to the accusation that ()« 
discretion has been abused. 

This is a responsibility which belongs to Congress; and, as I under- 
stand the proposition of the gentleman from New York, it réquires the 
expenditure of the money at any rate not exceeding 50 cents per mile. 
The limitation that ‘the Postmaster-General shall as far as possi)! 
cause’’ the mails to be carried, will, in my opinion, leave the l’ostmas- 
ter-General without the supposed or intended discretion and make 1! 


his duty to spend the money. dag 
The Postmaster-General, with the conduct of our United 
States mails on land and sea, at home and abroad, estimates the cost 0! 
vis our mails going to and ing from foreign countries 4‘ 
$375, and asks for that sum for that of the mail service. 


This is 000 more than was expended last year or in any one year 10 
the last eight for the same purpose. Ln 
The bill which the House sent to the Senate appropriating the $379.- 


000 asked for this foreign mail service comes back to us with a Senate 
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amendment adding $800,000 for the alleged purpose of securing more 
trequent and faster mails from this country to China and Japan, Aus- 
tralia, Mexico, Central and South America, in American ships. 

This annual sum of $800,000 is to continue for five years, and at the 
end of five years will have cost us $4,000,000. 

This part of the foreign mail service is now done for not more than 
$60,000 and has been done for much less than $60,000 a year in all of 
the last eight years, and the proposed increase will require us to pay 
in five years $4,000,000 for carrying mails which on the basis of exist- 
ing law would be carried for $300,000. 

The subsidy, bounty, or encouragement system in a modified or in 
some form is with us thirty-five or more years old. If calling it sub- 
sidy is objectionable to anybody I will say that this plan of giving more 
for carrying mails on sea than the service can be obtained for with the 
alleged purpose of building ships, opening up or creating foreign trade 
or foreign commerce, is more than thirty-five years olh!. And old as it 
is, it never built a ship, bettered trade, or made a market. It did lead 
to some corrupt practices which caused it to die several years agé: 
There was an attempt to resurrect it last Congress, and now here it is 


again. 

eThe attempted revival by last Congress of this system or policy was 
defeated by the Postmaster-General in the judicious exercise of the 
discretion then left with him. This too without hinderance or detri- 
ment to the foreign mail service and with mindful regard to the prefer- 
ence and advantage which under the law he may give American ship- 
owners. To these hesaid, as disclosed in the correspondence: ‘‘ Carry the 
foreign mails, and you shall receive sea and inland postage or nearly 
three times the amount for which foreign ship-owners are ready to 
render this service.’? This the owners of ships carrying our flag refused, 
and would not allow American mails to be carried on American ships 
except upon their own terms. These terms they failed to get, because 
of the official courage and integrity of Postmaster-General Vilas. 

Now they are here flying the American flag and prescribing their 
own terms in this Senate amendment, which this time leaves the Post- 
master-General without that official discretion which before enabled 
him to protect the public interest and the public Treasury. That duty 
is now ours. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, I am next on the list, and I yield 
my time*to my colleague [Mr. Morrison]. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr.Chairman, theadvocates of thisSenate amend- 
ment, so far as appears from the discussion, insist on its adoption more 
for commercial reasons than for the purposes expressed in the amend- 
ment itself. They complain of our unwillingness to pay more than the 
sum needed to secure the service. They insist that itis unfair and un- 
just in = to pay ee or re ear bongmcmed carrying mails to alien 
people in foreign coun as we pay for supplying our own le in 
our own country with mail facilities _™ 

Among others the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Burrows] made 
this criticism of the opposition to this measure. Without intending it 
the gentleman furnished the answer to his own argument when he said 
that we carried the mails to our distant frontiers at a cost greatly dis- 


— to the few people it found there. 
he correctly said was done to establish settlement, that cities 


and towns might be built and farms opened and cultivated. Sir, we 
do not send our mails at so great cost over the sea and to the frontier 
of other countries where we do not own or want to own a foot of land, 
nor would we plant colonies or settlements or build cities or make the 
homes of our people there. We are asked to emulate England, copy 
France, follow Germany, in the carrying and distribution of mails. 
This is what we have been doing for acentury. We carry or pay for 
pot neg toourown people. Does England, France, Germany, 
or an, country do more except for hire? 

When Great Britain subsidizes or hires a transatlantic ship she pays 
to send her mails to her territory in this hemisphere, North and South 
America, equal toourown, more than 3,600,000square miles and 6,000, - 
006 of her people—British subjects. When she paysa steamer to carry 
mailsto Hong-Kong, China, and Japan, going by way of the Suez Canal, 
it carries her mails past and to more than a million of square miles of 
her territory and to over 200,000,000 of her subjects—five times as many 

“ee oe them 
to Australia, if the ship goes down one side 
of Africa and back on the other it carries mail to two and one-half 


millions of her subjects, and nearly half a million square miles of 
her there (in Africa), and when the ship reaches Australia 
and asia she finds an empire thirty times larger than that we 


call Great Britain, and nearly four million of subjects, and those too 
largely her own children and their descendants. Gentlemen know, but 
forget for the purpose of this debate, that Great Britain, her territories, 
colonies, and cover one-seventh of the land surface of the 


earth, 

When France carries mails across the Atlantic it is to her colonies 
in the West Indies and South America, where she has 40,000 square 
miles of territory and three hundred and seventy-five thousand people. 
When she pays to send her mails to Cochin China and neighbors, she 
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finds 60,000 square miles of her territory and nearly eleven million sub- 
jects. 

When she starts out to Australasia she carries her mails past and to 

| 200,000 square miles of her colonies and over a million of subjects in 
Africa, and in Oceanica has dozens of islands and nearly ninety thousand 
subjects. In all her colonies and protected countries, France outside 
of France is nearly half a million square miles of land and twenty-one 
and one-half millions of people. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Chairman, I will give the gentleman from II- 
linois part of my time. 

Mr. MORRISON. I will try to take but little of it. 

Germany, too, Mr. Chairman, grants large subsidies, having fallen 
upon this policy only in the lust year,and why? Because she, too, has 
now embarked in the policy or scheme of colonization. Her people were 
leaving fatherland and coming to ours—she tried protection without 
avail; wages refused to rise with protection. Her people would not 
stayinGermany; she determined to plant them in German colonies; she 
has territory on the west coast of Africa and on the east. 

The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PHELPS] held up Germany 
as anew convert to the subsidy faith and as an example for us. She, 
he said, paid or was going to pay $1,000,000 a year for carrying her mails 
to Australia. The gentleman from New Jersey hardly forgets that 
Germany has acquired part of New Guinea and the Bismarck Archi- 
pelago, and now has territory alongside Australia ten times as large as 
his State of New Jersey and with 300,000 population. The United 
States pays more than $1,000,000 for carrying mails to a like area or 
equal extent of territory. 

No, Mr. Chairman, there is nothing in the example or policy of Ger- 
many, or of any other country of Europe, which justifies us in enter- 
ing upon thisquestionablescheme. Everything in the history and prac- 
tices of our own country forbids it. 

{ After Mr. Morrison had spoken five minutes the hammer fell. Be- 
fore he resumed the following proceedings took place: 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, I am next on the list, and I yield 
my time to my colleague [Mr. MoRRISON]. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BRUMM. When the chairman has taken the names of mem- 
bers who desire to speak under the five-minute rule on the aflirmative 
or on the negative side of the question before the House and a member 
places himself, we will say for instance on the aflirMative side 

Mr. SPRINGER. We will give you leave to print your question in 
the Recorp. [Laughter.] I yield my time to my colleague. 

Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to hear the question of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brum]. 

Mr. BRUMM. My guestion is this: When a gentleman places him- 
self on the affirmative side of the issue and speaks some fifteen min- 
utes oStensibly on that side, and it then turns out that he is really on 
the negative side, he having, whether unintentionally or by trick or 
fraud, succeeded in occupying fifteen minutes of time in that way, I 
desire to know whether it is proper that that time should still be charged 
to the affirmative side, or should it be charged to the negative side of 
the question ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair can not remember the whole of the 
gentleman’s question. Thetime on thatside ofthe Houseis exhausted. 
The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] is recognized. 

Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Chairman, I insist upon a decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can not interrupt the gentleman 
from Illinois who is now on the floor. 

Mr. BRUMM. [I insist upon adecision on my point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is out of order. 

Mr. BRUMM. The chairman is mistaken. I wish to correct the 
chairman in this, that I do not—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania can appeal if he likes. 

Mr. BRUMM. No;I will not appeal. I simply wish to correct the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is out of order. 

Mr. BRUMM. You will not permit me to make a correction. 

The CHAIRMAN. No. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. MORRISON resumed and finished his remarks as above. | 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Chairman, I rise only to direct attention to 
the curious spectacle presented in this House in reference to a proposi- 
tion involving a possible expenditure of $4,000,000. This proposition 
is urged upon us without a word of administrative suggestion or ap- 
proval. Isthere anything in the messageof the President of the United 
States directing attention to the necessity of expending this money? 
Do we find in the report of the Postmaster-General any suggestion in 
favor of this scheme? Not only does the Postmaster-General fail to 
recommend it, but every word he has uttered in relation to this subject 
has been a protest against such an appropriation. ‘The proposition 
comes to us out of the usual course. No estimate forit has been sub- 
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mitted; no reference to the subject comes to us through the usual chan- 
nel of communication, the Speaker of this House. ‘This provision has 
emanated from the other branch of Congress—a body which for years 
has been contending against the right of this House to put upon a gen- 


eral appropriation bill any provision legislative in its character. 

This expenditure, so far as justified at all, is supported only on the | 
broad ground that it is going to revive American commerce. But, sir, 
our experience for thirty years and more has shown that every effort of 
this character to appropriate money out of the Treasury of the United 
States for any such purpose has been a failure. No, gentlemen, the re- 
vival of American shipping is not to be promoted by subsidy, by any 
appropriations of money in the manner now proposed. The gentle- 
man from Maryland [Mr. FinpLAY] who has urged this argument as 
to the revival of American commerce will himself admit that this ap- 
propriation, if it does not accomplish any such result, is a waste of the 
public money. Judging from the past, I do not believe it will accom- 
plish anything in that direction. Hence I think it a waste of the pub- 
lic money, and I believe we are utterly without justification in making 
any such appropriation. 

Before taking my seat I wish to give expression to the hope that upon 
this proposition each of us may range himself on that side of the ques- 
tion where he expects to stay to the end. [Applause.] I remember 
very well when an appropriation of this kind, almost identical with the 
amendment offered. by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitt] 
to-day, was voted into the Post-Oflice appropriation bill. 

Mr. HEWITT rose. 

Mr. RANDALL. Well, I think they look to about the same result. 

Mr. HEWITT. ‘The gentleman from New York”? differs with the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. RANDALL. Weoftendiffer, and Iam glad of it. 

Mr. HEWITT. That is encouraging. 

Mr. RANDALL. ‘The proposition to which I refer was put into the 
Post-Office appropriation bill at 3 o’clock in the morning in the closing 
hours of the last session, and that result was finally accomplished by 
no change perhaps of the votes which members had cast upon the sub- 
ject, there being but few, if any, such changes. » That result would not 
have been reached except by reason of the absenteeism of members. And 
in concluding I wish to invoke every man here to so record himself on 
this proposition that he will not find it necessary to absent himself there- 
after. [| Applause. ] 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, the proposition of the gentleman 
from New York, as I understand his explanation of it, is substantially 
the same as the préposition of the bill for the current year. 

Mr. HEWITT rose. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not yield. 

Mr. HEWITT. I want to correct the gentleman. 

Mr. BLOUNT. But I insist the gentleman has no right to interrupt 
me without my consent. 

Mr. HEWITT. Then do not misrepresent me. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I have not misrepresented you. I am in the debate 
giving my own construction, and the gentleman has no right to ‘inter- 
rupt me 

Mr} HEWITT. [Ap- 
plause. ] 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I am here construing this amend- 
ment as I apprehend it. 

Mr. HEWITT. Ah, that is another thing. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman must on that is what I am doing. 

Mr. HEWITT. But you said I construed it so. + [Laughter]. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Then I take the gentleman on that line. The 
osition in the bill of this year is one of discretion, but the gentleman in 
referring to this amendment has claimed it is in the discretion of the 
Postmaster-General. How much better off is he now? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let us look at this pi ition. The bill of this 
year is certainly one of discretion. It has been so held by the Depart- 
ment. It provided thereshould not be exceeding 50 centsa mile. This 
bill has that, but it does not stop there. That of the present year uses 
the language “is hereby authorized;” and what I am saying is my 
judgment and not the gentleman’s as to the true construction. 

And the Postmaster General shall as far as possible— 


Language directory— 
cause the mails of the United States to be carried to and from said places re- 
spectively in American built and registered steamships, provided— 

Here comes a little qualification — 
provided the same can be carried for a reasonable compensation to be by him 
determined, 

The Postmaster-General has already regarded sea and inland postage 
as reasonable compensation, but the gentleman indicates from the dis- 
position of this House and of Congress, if his amendment be adopted, 
it may be as high as 50 cents a mile. Therefore all the moral power 
of this House which that can convey is that it is not to com- 
pel the Postmaster-General hisa opinion as to reasonable 
compensation to use a sum of money which he declares he does not 
need. [Applause.] 

There can be no mistake about this matter. 


[ Laughter. ] 


The gentleman has misrepresented me. 


The gentleman from 
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New York (Mr. Hewrrr] voted for the $400,000 proposition last win- 
ter. The gentleman from New York in my judgment is advocating a 
worse proposition to-day. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, one word more. The situation is singular. 
Last winter at the dead hour of night, under the stress of the state- 
ment we should have an extra session, under the declaration the Sen- 
ate would not consent to the e of the Post-Office appropriation 
bill unless this was done, the amendment was placed on the bill. Time 
passed along, the Democratic administration came into power and put 
the ban of condemnation on it. That is all done to-day. The policy 
of the administration on this subject can not be mistaken; but the 
Senate of the United States, in violation of the principle of not putting 
legislation on appropriation bills, for which they have time and again 
arraigned this House, seek to force on that administration a Republican 
policy. There is an audacity, a boldness about it, that needs to be met 
by the courage of the men in power. [Great applause. } 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me toask who is legis- 
lating for the country, the Postmaster-General or—— 

Mr. BLOUNT. Ido not yield. The gentleman knows I do not 
wish to be disturbed. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Very well; I will not disturb you. 

Mr. BLOUNT. So far as this question is concerned no gentleman 
who does not want to be deceived can be deceived. The issue is clean 
and square. For one, as a Democrat, I am feady to stand responsible 
for it here and all over the land in the coming elections. [Applause. } 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted, and the question recurs on 
the amendment to the amendment by the gentleman from Tennessee 
Mr. ZacH. TAYLOR}. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to Mr. Burrows’s amendment the following : 

* Provided also, That $100,000 of said $400,000 shall be applied by the Post master- 
General to the transportation of foreign mails by existing steamers or lines run- 
ning from New Orleans to ports in Central and South America,and to ports in 
the West India Islands, and $100,000 of said $800,000 shall be ied by the Post- 
master-General to the wtablishinent of new lines from the ity of New Orleans 


to said ports in said islands and in Central and South America for the transpor- 
tation of said mails.” 


Mr. BURROWS. I suggest the gentleman’s amendment comes in 
later, and not as an amendment to mine. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be voted on as read. 

The amendment was to. 

The question next recurredon Mr. BuRROWs’s amendment; 
was read, as follows: 

After line 113 add: 

‘Provi That not exceeding $400,000 of the amount herein sapeemnianed shall 
wecnnenned in payment of existing American steamship lines e transpor- 
tation of foreign mails according to the schedules heretofore in force ; and that 
so much of the balance as may be required shall be expended in increasing the 
frequency of the postal service of —— 4 steamship lines and in the establishment 

of postal service by American built and registered steamships between the Unite: 
States and such ports of the foreign countries herein named, not now connected 
with the United States by American steamship lines, asthe Postmaster-General 

may select, including Buenos Ayres and Montevideo.” 
[ Ap- 


The committee divided; and there were—ayes 86, noes 142. 
plause.] : 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question next recurred on the following amendment by Mv. 
DovuGHERTY. 


After $800,000, line 105, insert : 
“Of which amount $300,000, or so much thereof as meg 


which 


be required, shall be 


nee for the —— ment =* mail line from a Gul ad LT or ports 
uth and —— oe and the remainder of $800,000 shall be ex- 
ama in pa: lines as hereinafter provided.” 


eres ie 
Strike out 120, 121, 122, and 123. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs on the substitute for 
the Senate amendment moved by the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 


HeEwItt}. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

To secure and ularit mans a greater 
ainda ceetenat ieee the Republic St iexion Gentes) and 
South America; the Sandwich, W: West india, and cand Rees. New Cale- 
donia, New Zealand, and the es ies,China and Japan, $400,000, or 80 

pa gg ye ey General shall,as far as 

| possible, ones Se p= egeres Pietes to be carried to and irom anid 
} laces vely American registered provides 1e 
2 carried reasonable com: 


bine determined, 
neonates mile for the distance usually 
le sourse between the terminal points 


steamshi: 
but not Saibedeoaeetts ts ie ten tee 
put ex: cen’ 
traveled juthe mow direc and fostbie 
inbefore specified. 


here 


| Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I move the following amendment to 
| the Senate amendment : 
After the one oS toomethirs co line on line bi insert the following: 
“Except the Company.” 


The CHAIRMAN. caetniiedaanaabes 

The amendment to the amendment was to. 

The question recurrred on Mr. HEwIt?’s substitute. 
Fo ney tenga and there were—ayes 82, noes 139. 
So the substitute was not 


adopted. 
Mr. HEWITT. Is it in order to ask dor 0 vote by puarmad ueys in 
the House? 


[Ap- 
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The SPEAK 


F 


For the 
steamships, to secure the 


¢ 





opportunity to vote on it. 
The Senate amendment was then non-concurred in. 
The committee informally rose. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


essage from the Senate, by Mr. McCook, its Secretary, announced 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BLOUNT moved that the committee rise and report the bill and 
Senate amendments to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The reason the Chair did not make longer col- 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brum] as to time 
the time being limited, it would be taken out of the time 
of gentlemen to whom it had been promised. And in point of fact 
the complaint made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania as to tlie 
time yielded to the gentleman from New York was unjust. He had 
but seventeen minutes in all. Five of that be obtained from the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock]. That would leave twelve to 
be divided. The time consumed by the Democrats was sixty minutes, 
and the time by the Republicans sixty-seven min utes. 

Mr. BLOUNT’S motion was then . 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. HAMMOND reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of Union having had under consideration the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5887) making appropriations for 
the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 


30, 1887, had directed him to report the same back to the House with 


recommendations. 


be concurred in in gross except as 


concurrence. 


recommend 
The amendments were concurred in. 
The recommendation of the Committee of the Whole that the third 
amendment of the Senate be non-concurred in was 
The recommendation of the Committee of the Whole that the fourth 
amendment be non-concurred in was agreed 
The recommendation of the Committee of the Whole that the fifth 
amendment of the Senate be concurred in with an amendment addin 


words, ‘‘ to be expended under the direction of the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral,’? was agreed to. 
The sixth amendment of the Senate was read, as follows: 


of fore mails by American built and registered 
ney and regularity in dispatch, and a 

of such mails to Brazil: the 
and South America; the Sandwich, West India, a 
Caledonia, New Zealand, and the Australian colonies; China and Japan, 
eee ae ee Postmaster-General is authorized to make, after due adver- 
for such contract or contracts with the owners of such 
not less than three years nor more than 
not exceeding 50 cents a nautical mile 
between the terminal points, in the most 
between the terminal points, as shall be found 
above set forth. And if he shal! be 
such respective services, he sha!!,so 
the United States to be carried to and from 


speed in the carriage 


American -_ ae oa 
and at arate of compensai! 

ule tip mach way actually tra 

sailing course 
expedient and desirable to secure the 


greater ue 


the passage of the bill (H. R. 5910) to detach the counties of Howard, 

Little River, and Sevier from the western and add them to the eastern 

mes Arkansas, with amendments; in which concurrence was re- 
ues 

’ It also announced the passage of the bill (H. R. 4968) to authorize 

and direct the registry and enrollment of the barge Michigan at Al- 

pena, Mich. 

It further announced the passage of bills of the following titles; in 
which concurrence was req 

A bill (S. 290) for the relief of Davidson Dickson and others; 

A bill (S. 1886) for the relief of soldiers of the late war honotably 
discharged after three months service, who are disabled and dépendent 
upon their own labor forsupport, and the dependent parents of soldiers 
who died in the service or from disabilities contracted therein; 

A bill (8. 2222) to authorize the Cheyenne and Northern Railway 
Company to build its road across the Fort Russell and Fort Laramie 
ae reservations; and 

A bill (S. 2152) to amend chapter 218 of the acts of the first session 
of the Forty-seventh Congress, approved June 15, 1882. 

The committee resumed its session. 


Mr. BLOUNT. I demand the previous question on the report of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 
The Clerk will report the first amendment. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I ask that the recommendations of the committee 
regards the sixth amendment of the 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised that there is more than one 
amendment on which there is an adverse recommendation. 

Mr. BLOUNT.~ Then let them be acted upon separately. 

On the first and second amendments the Committee of the Whole 


agreed to. 


blies of Mexico, 


ndward Islands; 


a) in the best and most expeditious manner practicable, 
and for a reasonable compensation, not exceeding the rate 


ifin his judgment it be practicable, shall contract 
XVII——298 


g 
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Mr. RANDALL. It does not go to the House, and there will be no for a semi-monthly mail service between the ports of New York and New Or- 


leans, alternately, and the port of Rio de Janeiro, under the provisions of this 


act. 


The SPEAKEI 
Mr. BLOUNT 


Mr. BURROWS. 


2. The recommendation of the Committee of the 
Whole is to non-concur. 
Upon that I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


which we are to vote is not fully understood. 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair will state it. 


It has been suggested to me that the question on 


The report of the Com- 


mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union is to non-coneur. 
Those who desire to non-concur will vote ‘‘ yea; ”’ 


concur will vote ‘ 


*nay.’’ 


those who desire to 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 178, nays 80, not 
voting 64; as follows: 


Allen, J. M. 
Anderson, C. M. 
Anderson, J. A. 
Arnot, 
Ballentine, 
Barksdale, 
Barnes, 

Barry, 

Beach, 
Belmont, 
Bennett, 
Bland, 

Bliss, 

Blount, 

Boyle, 
Breckinridge, C. R. 


Breckinridge, WCP. 


Browne,T. M. 
Brown,W. W. 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Campbell, Felix 
Campbell, J. E. 
Campbell, T. J. 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Catchings, 
Clements, 
Cobb, 

Cole, 

Collins, 
Compton, 
Comstock, 
Conger, 
Cooper, 
Cowles, 

Cox, 

Crain, 

Crisp, 
Croxton, 
Culberson, 
Curtin, 

Daniel, 
Dargan, 
Davidson, A. C. 


Adams, G. T°. 
Adams, J. J. 
Atkinson, 
Baker, 
Bingham, 
Blanchard, 
Bound, 
Boutelle, 
Brumm, 
Buck, 
Bunnell, 
Burrows, 
Campbell, J. M. 
Davenport, 
Dingley, 
Dorsey, 
Dunham, 
Evans, 
Everhart, 
Farquhar, 


Aiken, 
Allen, C. IT. 
Barbour, 
Bayne, 
Brady, 


Bragg, 
Brown, C. E. 
Buchanan, 
Burleigh, 
Burnes, 
Butterworth, 
Bynum, 
Carleton, 
Caswell, 
Clardy, 
Cutcheon, 


YEAS—178. 
Davidson, R. H. M. La Follettc, 
Dawson, Laird, 
Dibble, Lanham, 
Dockery, Lawler, 
Dougherty, Lehlibach, 
Dowdney, Louttit, 
Dunn, Lowry, 
Eden, Mahoney, 
Eldredge, Martin, 
Elisberry, Matson, 
Ermentrout, Maybury, 
Fisher, McAdoo, 
Ford, McComas, 
Forney, McCreary, 
Fuller, MeMillin, 
Glass, McRae, 
Glover, Merriman, 
Green, R. 8. Miler, 
Green, W. J. Mills, 
Guenther, Mitchell, 
Hall, Morgan, 
Halsell, Morrill, 
Hammond, Morrison, 
Harris, Muller, 
Hatch, Murphy, 
Heard, Neal, 
Hemphill, Neece, 
Henderson, D. B. Oates, 


Henderson, J. 8. 
Henderson, T. J. 
Henley, 
Hepburn, 
Herbert, 
Hewitt, 
Hill, 
Holman, 
Howard, 
Hudd, 
Irion, 
Johnston, T. D. 
Jones, J. H. 
Jones, J. T. 
King, 
Kleiner, 
Laffoon, 

NAY 
Felton, 
Findlay, 
Vleeger, 
Funston, 
Gallinger, 
Gay, 
Gilfillan, 
Goff, 
Grosvenor, 
Grout, 
Hanback, 
Haynes, 
Herman, 
Hiestand, 
Hiscock, 
Hitt, 
Jackson, 
James, 
Johnson, F. A. 
Johnston, J. T. 


NOT VO" 


Foran, 
Frederick, 
Geddes, 
Gibson, C. H. 
Gibson, Eustace 


” Hale, 


Harmer, 
Hayden, 
Hires, 
Holmes, 
Hopkins, 
Houk, 
Hutton, 
Landes, 


O'Donnell, 
O'’ Ferrall, 
Outhwaite, 
Payson, 
Perry, 
Pidcock, 
Pindar, 
Randall, 
Reagan, 
Reid, J. W. 
Reese, 
Richardson, 
Riggs, 
Rowell, 
Ryan, 
Sadier, 
Sayers, 


S—s, 


Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Lindsley, 
lore, 
McKenna, 
McKinley, 
Millard, 
Milliken, 
Moffatt, 
Morrow, 
Negley, 
O'Neill, Charlies 
Osborne, 
Payne, 
Peters, 
Pettibone, 
Plumb, 
Price, 
Ranney, 
Reed, T. D. 


rING—H. 


Le Fevre, 
Libbey, 
Little, 
Long, 
Lovering, 
Lyman, 
Markham, 
Nelson, 
Norwood, 
O Hara, 
O'Neill, J. J. 
Owen, 
Parker, 
Pee}, 
Perkins, 
Phelps, 


Scott, 
Seymour, 
Shaw, 
Singleton, 
Skinner, 
Sowden, 
Spriggs, 
Springer, 
Stahlinecker, 
Stewart, Charles 
Stone, W. J., Ky. 
Stone, W. J., Mo. 
Storm, 

Strait, 

Struble, 
Swope, 
Tarsney, 
Taulbee, 
Taylor, J. M. 
Thomas, O. B. 
Throckmorton, 
Tillman, 
Townshend, 
‘Trigg, 

Tucker, 
furner, 

Van Eaton, 
Viele, 
Wakefield, 
Ward, J. H. 
Ward, T. B. 
Warner, A. J. 
Warner, William 
Weaver, A. J. 
Weaver, J. B. 
Wellborn, 
Wheeler. 
White, Milo 
Willis, 

Wilson, 

Wise, 

Wolford, 
Worthington, 


Riee, 
Sawyer, 
Scranton, 
Sessions, 
Smalls, 
Spooner, 
Stephenson. 
Stewart, J. W. 
St. Martin, 
Swinburne, 
Symes, 
Taylor, I. H. 
Taylor, Zach, 
Thompson, 
Wade, 
Wadsworth, 
Wait, 

Weber, 
Whiting, 
Woodburn, 


Pirce, 
Robertson, 
Rockwell, 
Rogers, 
Romeis, 
Seney, 
Snyder, 
Steele, 
Stone, E. F. 
Taylor, E. B. 
Thomas, J. RK, 
Van Schaick, 
West, 
White, A. C. 
Wilkins, 
Winans. 


So the sixth amendment of the Senate was non-concurred in. 

I ask the reading of the names be dispensed with. 
Mr. GUENTHER. I object. 
The following pairs were announced, 


Mr. SOWDEN. 
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Until further notice: 

Mr. Grason, of Maryland, with Mr. HAYDEN. 

Mr. Buryves with Mr. CASWELL. 

Mr. Rocers with Mr. Ezra B. TAYLon. 

Mr. Foran with Mr. Lona. 

Mr. WILKINS with Mr. West. 

Mr. GEDpgs with Mr. LyMAN. 

Mr. SENEY with Mr. Ety. 

Mr. ROBERTSON with Mr, CurcH Eon. 

Mr. HALE with Mr. Prrce. 

Mr. FREDERICK with Mr. BuRLEIGH. 

Mr. CARLETON with Mr. Houmes. 

Mr. CoLe with Mr. Tuomas, of Illinois. 

Mr. WINANS with Mr. Hovx. 

Mr. Norwoop with Mr. GILFILLAN. 

Mr. PEEL with Mr. PERKINS. Mr. PexEL, if present, would vote 
against the Senate amendment and Mr. PERKINS would vote for it. 

For this day: 

Mr. AIKEN with Mr. LITTLE. 

Mr. O’NEerL1, of Missouri, with Mr. HARMER. 

Mr. LE Fevre with Mr. PARKER. 

Mr. Hurron with Mr. Davis. 

Mr, CLARDY with Mr. RoCKWELL. 

On the sixth Senate amendment to this bill: 

Mr. SNypEer with Mr. STEELE. Mr. STEELE would vote for the 
amendment and Mr. SNYDER against it. 

Mr. Bynum with Mr. OwzN. Mr. ByxumM would vote against the 
amendment and Mr. OWEN for it. 

Mr. VAN ScHAICK with Mr. BRAGG. Mr. BRAGG would vote against 
the amendment and Mr. Vaw Sémarxk would vote for it. 

Mr. BAyNe with Mr. Lipsey. Mr. LipBey would vote for the 
amendment; Mr. BAYNE would vote against it. 

Mr, BArnBour with Mr. Brapy. Mr. BRADY would vote for the 
Senate amendment and Mr. BARBOUR against it. 

Mr. Hopkins with Mr. Romems. If present, Mr. Romets would 
vote for the amendment, and Mr. Hopkins against it. 

Mr. NELSON with Mr. ALLEN, of Massachusetts. If present, Mr. 
NELSON would vote against the amendment and Mr. ALLEN would 
vote for it. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

Mr. BLOUNT moved to reconsider the vote on the various Senate 
amendments; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was to—ayes 104, noes 54. 

And accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 58 minutes p. m.) the House ad- 
journed, 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ARNOT: Petition of veterans of the late civil war and citi- 
zens of the United States, praying for the of bill to pension all 
honorably discharged soldiers and sailors of the late Union Army—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BEACH: Petitionof the grand jury of Orange County, New 
York, in favor of legislation to prevent adulterations in food—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of 35 citizens of Howells, Orange County, New York, 
in favor of taxing artificial butter—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BLAND: Petition for pension for W. R. Bray—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pension. 

By Mr. C. R. BRECKINRIDGE: Petition of colored citizens of Ar- 
kansas, asking Government aid to emigrate to Africa—to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Eudora E. Knox, of Crawford 
County, Arkansas—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BUNNELL: Resolutions of the Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation of New York, for the issuing of bills of the denomination of 
one and two dollars—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. COX: Petition of the president and faculty of the Univer- 
sity of North Garolina, in favor of agricultural experimental stations— 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. ELDREDGE: Petition of the Women’s Indian Association, of 
Ypsilanti, Mich., praying for the passage of Senate bill 53—to the Com- 
mittee on Indian A: 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Petition of 36 citizens of Mountaindale; 
of 54 citizens of Tunnel Hill; of 40 citizens of Blandburg, Cambria 
County; of 64 citizens of Clearfield Sey of 72 citizens of 
Cross and Windom, Mineral ; and of Three Runs, Clearfield 
County, Pennsylvania, requesting an investigation by the Curtin com- 
mittee of labor troubles in said district—toe the Committeeon Labor. 

By Mr. FINDLAY: Memorial ef J. G. Harvey, of Baltimore, and 
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others, praying for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Commit 
tee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. GROSVENOR: Papers in the case of heirs of Christopher 
Cott for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of W. 8. Shadduck and 112 others, citi- 
zens of Western Vermont, for a tax on oleomargarine—to the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. HISCOCK: Petition of Obadiah Thorne and others, for the 
restoration of the tariff of 1867 on importatious of wool—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HITT: Petition of 87 citizens of Stephenson County, I1Ii- 
nois, for legislation and appropriations in support of the National Board 
of Health—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: Petition of Julia G. Wilkinson, Caroline b. 
Thompson, Caroline M. Ferris, and H. R. Jewitt, respectively presi- 
dent, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer of the Woman’s Indian 
Association, and 59 others, citizens of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., asking for 
the passage of the Dawes bill for allotment of land inseveralty’ to Indians: 
also for the passage of Senate bill No. 53, for the relief of the Mission 
Indians of California—te the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. LANHAM: Supplemental memorial of Juan 8. Hart, «ai- 
ninistrator of the estate of Simeon Hart, deceased, praying for the pay- 
ment of the claim of Simeon Hart, deceased, against the United States 
for flour, corn, and forage furnished under ‘contracts with the United 
States previous to April 13, 1861—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. McKINLEY: Joint resolution of the General Assembly of 
Ohio, No. 24, requesting the Senators and Members from Ohio to vote 
for the of bill (Senate 779) for pensioning prisoners of war who 
were cuainell in the confederate military prisons during the late war— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McMILLIN: Petition of Drs. A. Y. P. Garnett, N. 8. Lin- 
coln, J. M. Toner, C. M. Hammitt, and others, for an appropriation to 


assist in defraying the ex of the international medical congress 
to meet in Washington, D. C., in 1887—to the Committee on A ppro- 
priations. 


-By Mr. MAYBURY: Petition for the legal protection of young girls, 
&c.—to the Committee on the Judi 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: Petition of the Women’s Indian Association 
of Pittsfield, Mass., for the passage of the Dawes bill allotting land in 


severalty to "Indians (S. 54); also, for the passage of Senate bill 53, fo: 


the relief of the Mission Indians of California—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. STORM: Protest of the Merchants’ Association of Milwau- 
kee, of the Kansas City Board of Trade, and of the Kansas City Live 
Stock Exchange, against taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. SWOPE: Petition of many citizens of York, Pa., asking for 
the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, 
ber and Measures. 

By Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. C. 
A. Russell, of Shelby County, Tennessee—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. VAN SCHAICK: Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Milwaukee, Wis., against any legislation to destroy the busi- 
ness of manufacturing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agricu!t- 
ure. 

Also, protest of the Merchants’ Association of Milwaukee, Wis., 
against pending legislation directed against oleomargarine—to the sanic 
committee. 

By Mr. WEBER: Petition to pension ex-Union prisoners of war—to 
the Com:aittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WELLBORN: Petition for free coinage of silver, from the 
Glencoe Farmers’ Alliance of Texas—to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. WILSON: Petition of Eliza S. Jones, widow of John C. Jones, 
children and heirs of said 

taken and destroyed by 


The following eee ee the of the bill placing the 
manufacture and sale imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of internal revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 


mae in the public schools of the 
Distriet of Columbia, in Seana ain ee Coreiery ead, Naval 
Se nee schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from national Treasury, were presented, and severally 

referred to the Committee on Education: . 
Mr. O’DONNELL: Of 49 citizens of the third district of Michi- 
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SENATE. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the testi- 


Fripay, May 21, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butter, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. HOAR. I think that motion should be made when the Senate 
is fall and a quorum is present. There is no objection to it:so far as I 
know, but the habit of doing this just after the Journal is read, when 
but few Senators know what is done, I think isa badone. I shall in- 
sist on a quorum being present when the motion is made. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection is made. 

Mr. MILLER. A call of the yeas and nays on the motion would se- 
cure @ quorum. 

Mr. I withdraw the motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion is withdrawn. 

Mr. HOAR subsequently said: I make no further opposition to the 
motion of the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. A number of Senators 
have since come in. 

Mr. HALE. I renew the motion I made. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Senator from Maine moves that 
when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

VISITOR TO WEST POINT. 

Mr. HAMPTON. During my absence the other day I was appointed 
as a Visitor to the West Point Military Academy. While I should take 
very great pleasure in discharging that honorable duty, owing to the 
illness of a member of my family I am most reluctantly compelled to 
ask to be excused and that another be appointed in my place. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from South Carolina 
asks to be excused from service as a Visitor to the West Point Academy. 
Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and the Senator is excused. 
a Chair will appoint the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Greson] in 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of Utica and Whites- 
town, in the State of New York, praying for the passage of the bill pro- 
viding for the redemption of the trade-dollar; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SEWELL presented petitions of Patrons of Husbandry of Moores- 
town and Medford, in the State of New Jersey, praying for the suppres- 

sion of the manufacture and sale of all imitation dairy products; which 
<uinedhenadtethertheaitente haphultens ant Fo 

He also a memorial of Patrons of Husbandry of Course’s 

Jersey, and amemorial of Patrons of Husbandry of New 

the admission free of duty of all agricult- 

raw materials; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON} memorialsof Granges No. 334, No. 734, and 

Na 6h, Botesunet H of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 

theadmission free of duty of all agricultural raw materials; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented petitions of Granges No. 60 and No. 334, Patrons 

of Husbandry, praying for the suppressién of the manufacture and sale 
of all imitation dasry dairy products; which were referred to the Committee 


etiiel: 


on Agriculture and Forestry. 
He also presented a petition of en and butter-makers of La- 
throp and _. in the State of Pennsylvania, praying for the 


the bill placing the manufacture and sale of all imitations 
of butter under the control of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
and taxing them 10 cents per pound; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture and Forestry. 
presented a petition of general service clerks and messengers 
employed at San Antonio, Tex., praying for the passage of House bill 
No. 7191, to provide for the enlistment and pay and to define the du- 
ties of general service clerks and messengers; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
on eigen et ®: am directed by — 2 uo em on gee ys to report 
ne with a report, and to ask that 
the report and the testimony which the committee append as a part of 


pe ky pty be printed. 

wine (Ss. ot rapier ort oie of the Revised Statutes 
was read 

Mr. PLATT I think the Senator m Ithode Island who seported 

this billasked that the bill as together with the report, might 

pet can connection with testimony which has already been 
committee. 


Whe PRESIDENT pro tempore The report will be printed as a mat- 

Mr. PLATT. We desire to have it printed with the testimony (there 
isa little testimony, not a great deal, which has been taken by the 
committee), so that it may all appear in one 





mony will be printed with the report. 

Mr. CHACE, from the Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 1178) to amend title 60, chapter 3, of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, moved its indefinite postponement; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB. Iam directed by the Committee on Appropriations, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6397) making appropriations to 
provide for the expenses of the government of the District of Columbia 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, and for other purposes, to re- 
port it with amendments. I will say to the Senate that I shall en- 
deavor to procure action upon the bill on Monday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 


BONDS OF EXECUTORS 


Mr. HARRIS. The Committee on the District of Columbia, to which 
was referreti the bill (H. R. 7879) to amend the law relating to the 
bonds of executors in the Distritt of Columbia, has directed me to re- 
port the same back favorably and to ask for its present consideration. 

A few days since the Senate passed a Senate bill substantially, 
though not precisely, the same. I ask for the present consideration of 
this bill, and if it is passed I shall then ask that the House be requested 
to return the Senate bill, so as to move its indefinite postponement. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill; which was read. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from Tennessee, who 
reported the bill, whether it provides sufficiently for the interests of 
legatees in a case where there may have been a change in the circum- 
stances of the executor between the time of the making of the will and 
the death of the testator? 

The bill provides, as I heard it read at the desk—I may not have 
comprehended fully its provisions—that there shall be, whenever a 
testator has so ordered, a bond only sufficient to secure the payment of 
the debts, unless after the appointment of the executor it appears that 
he is wasting or is likely to waste the estate, in which case he may be 
removed. Suppose a man makes such a will and dies twenty years 
after, and in the mean time the person whom he appoints executor has 
failed in business or become untrustworthy, so that the interest of lega- 
tees, or distributees if the whole estate is not left in legacies, is imper- 
iled’ by intrusting such a person with the execution of the will with 
this small bond. 

Ought there not to be a provision in this last section that whenever 
it shall appear to the court that the interests of the persons to whom 
the estate is to be distributed so require an additional bond shall be 
required? In many States the present regulation on this subject is 
that in a case where the testator has so ordered the bond is given 
amount sufficient to secure payment of debts and legacies. 

Mr. HARRIS. I think the Senator will find by carefully looking at 
the bill that it does give the court power to demand an additional bond 
whenever it is made to appear to the court that either legatees or credit- 
ors or any other persons interested are liable to suffer by reason of the 
misconduct, or misappropriation, or want of qualifications of the exec- 
utor. 

Mr. HOAR. It seems tome that this does not quite cover that case. 
In the first place, the bill provides that the bond, when the testator so 
requires, shall be in such penalty as is sufficient to secure the payment 
of the debts. Now, there may be no debts whatever, so that of course 
a@ mere nominal bond would be all that would be required in that case. 

Then it further says that whenever any creditor or distributee or 
legatec ‘‘shall make it appear to the court that any executor who has 
gtven such bond only as is herein provided for is wasting the assets of 
the estate, or thatthe assets in the hands of such executor’’— that is, the 
executor who has already given the bond and, of course, got his letters 
testamentary—‘‘are in danger of being lost, wasted, or misappropriated, 
then, and in such case, the court shall have power to remove’’ him or 
require him to give an additional bond within a time named. 

It seems to me that the case is unprovided for where the character or 
trustworthiness of the executor has changed between the time of mak- 
ing the will and the time of the death, which may very often happen, 
especially in the case of aged persons who do not observe what is going 
on, so that they do not change their wills. It seems to me there should 
be such a proviso as this: 

Provided further, That whenever it shall be made to appear to the court that 
the circumstances of the estate or the executor have changed since the making 
of the wili, so that the interests of any party require a further or additional 
bond, the court shall have power to order it. 

Mr. HARRIS. After hearing the suggestion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts I am inclined to ask that dl the bill go upon the Calendar. 
I think the Senate bill a little more carefully guarded the point sug- 
gested by the Senator from Massachusetts than the House bill does. I 
will ask that it go upon the Calendar for the present, and I shall care- 
fully look to the question suggested by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
and may move the Senate bill as a substitute for the House bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. [should like to say a word before the bill goes on 
the @alendar. 

I wish that I may have an opportunity when this bill comes up again 


in an 
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(and I hope it will be agreeable to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia and to everybody else) to move an additional section which 
shall provide that any person may dispose of real estate in this District 
by will, which shall operate upon real estate acquired after the will is 
made, if the testator in his will says so. That is, if the testator says 
that he wishes to give to a certain person, a devisee, all the estate or 
any particular estate of which he may die seized in this District, the 
will shall operate to accomplish that purpose. 

Mr. HARRIS. There is a bill on the Calendar now from the com- 
mittee covering that point. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But that bill has got another and a disputable 
thing in it, I understand, while nobody would dispute this. One would 
hardly believe that by the law of this District every time a person 
changes his or her real estate—sells one piece and buys another—a pre- 
viously existing will becomes entirely inoperative, and that a new will 
must be made in order to dispose of the newly acquired estate accord- 
ing to the wishes of the testator, although in the existing will he says 
in terms that he means to devise to his wife, or whoever it may be, all 
that he shall die seized or possessed of. 

Mr. HOAR. You do not mean that the will becomes inoperative on 
what the testator owns at the time of making it? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; it becomes inoperative of course on that if he 
sold it and changed the estate; but if property is acquired after the 
making of the will, it isout of his power to provide for the disposition 
of it by a will made in advance. 

Mr. HOAR. The first statement was that when a man acquired new 
real estate (it was an accidental misstatement) his will became entirely 
inoperative. I suppose the Senator meant that it was inoperative only 
as to the new property. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Precisely. 

Mr. HARRIS. It is operative as to previously acquired property. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But not as to property subsequently acquired, 
although the will declares that the testator intends to give and does 
give all which he possesses and owns at the time of his death. I should 
not have thought it possible that that could be the law in this District 
or anywhere else, ifa judge of the Supreme Court had not told me the 
other day incidentally that he carried a blank will in his pocket all the 
time. He said he bought a piece of real estate now and then and as 
he wished to make a particular disposition of it, as often as he gota 
piece of real estate he made out a new will. Of course such a state of 
the law is perfectly absurd, and I want to correct it on this bill so that 
we shall get through with this nuisance. That is all I wish to say. 


Mr. HARRIS. Let the bill go on the Calendar. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 3257) for the relief of 8. E. Scarborough; and 

A bill (H. R. 7809) for the relief of Edwin Stevens. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the enrolled bill (H. R. 4968) to authorize and direct the registry and 
enrollment of the barge Michigan, of Alpena, Mich., and it was there- 
apon signed by the President pro tempore.. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair asks that the Committee 
on Pensions may be discha from the further consideration of the 
bill (8S. 2449) for the relief of Thomas C. McElroy, and that it be ré- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims, it having been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions by inadvertence. If there be no objection, that 
order will be regarded as made. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HALE introduced a bill (8. 2497) to increase the pension of 
James Johnston; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONGER introduced a bill (S. 2498) for the relief of Thomas 
Chambers; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee en Claims. 

Mr. INGALLS introduced a bill (S. 2499) for the relief of Benjamin 
Atwood; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing paper, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2500) to amend section 3622 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2501) granting a 
pension to Daniel Schock; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on Pen sions. 

Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (8. 2602) granting a pension to 
Louise Paul; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SPOONER introduced a bill (S. 2503) for the relief of purchflsers 
and other grantees of the United States of certain swamp and overflowed 


lands and to reimburse and idemnify certain States; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands.- 
Mr. COKE introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 66) granting the use 
of tents at encampment to be held in the State of Texas in the year 
1886; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 
AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. VOORHEES submitted three amendments intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the consular and diplomatic appropriation bill; which 
were referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PLATT submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN KOUNS. 


Mr. DOLPH. On the 14th of April I reported from the Committee 
on Claims adversely the bill (8. 897) for the relief of John Kouuns, and 
it was indefinitely postponed. There were some voluminous papers on 
file and the claimant desires to withdraw them. He cannot do so with- 
out leaving copies, unless the motion to indefinitely postpone the bill be 
reconsidered for that purpose. I therefore ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate that the motion by which the bill was indefinitely post- 
poned may be reconsidered for the purpose of withdrawing the papers, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon asks the 
unanimous consent of the Senate that the motion to indefinitely post- 
pone the bill named by him be reconsidered. If there be no objection 
that order will be made. 

Mr. DOLPH. The order being made, I now ask for the following 
order: 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of John Kouns be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. There being no objection, that order 
will be made. 

Mr. DOLPH. I now ask that the question be put on the indefinite 

t of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill had better remain on the 

Calendar. The Chair will inform the Senator that if the bill is now 


indefinitely pestponed the claimant can not withdraw the papers under 
the rule, but if the bill is left on the Calendar he can do so before the 
matter is disposed of. 

Mr. DOLPH. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT prot re. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 


PUBLIC LAND LAWS. 


Mr. DOLPH. If in order, I move that the bill (S. 2299) to repeal all 
laws providing for the pre-emption of the public lands, the laws allow- 
a for timber culture, and for other be made a special 

for Monday next, the 24th instant. bill is Order of Business 
998, and it is to take the place of Order of Business 128 on the third 
page of the Calendar. The bill is asubstitute for the bill on that sub- 
ject reported at an early day and passed over to the Calendar under the 
ninth rule. It isa very im t bill. The matter has been before 
Congress for many years, and bills have passed both branches of Con- 


gress. : 
Mr. SAWYER. Does the Senator propose that the consideration of 
the bill he has named shall interfere with the morning hour? 
Mr. DOLPH. No; I simplyask to make it the special order for that 


day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon asks the 
unanimous consent of the Senate that the bill he has stated be made a 
special order. Is there objection? 

Mr. SEWELL. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made at this time, 
it can not be done by motion until the Calendar is in order. 


FITZ-JOHN PORTER. 


Mr. SEWELL.. I will state that I gave notice a month ago that in 
a reasonable time, suiting the convenience of the Senator from Illinois 
[Mr. LoGAn], I should ask the Senete to take up what is known as the 
Fitz-John Porter bill. I shall object toany er special orders being 
made without taking a vote of the Senate on the question until I can 
havea time fixed for the consideration of that bill, and I give notice now 
that I shall ask the Senate to take it up immediately aiter the consid- 
eration of the pending special order, the bankruptcy bill. 

PURCHASE OF BIERSTADT’S PAINTINGS. 

Mr. HOAR and others addressed the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Calendar is not yet in order. 
Are there farther “‘ concurrent or other resolutions ?’’ 

Mr. VOORHEES submitted the following resolution; which ws 
considered by unanimous consent and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be, and is hereby, instructed 

expediency potent tings © 

_ eee ditoutens pees “The on ts 
Yosemite in to by Bierstadt, now temporarily at the Exccutive Man- 
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i HENRY C. MATTHEWS. 
Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Mr. President, I ask for the adoption of 
, the following resolution: 
Thatall in the possession of the Committee on the District of 


2 Columbia, orof any member of that committee as such, relating to or concern- 
ing the of Henry C. Matthews, of Albany, N. Y., to be recorder of 
deeds of the said District of Columbia, be printed. 
Mr. INGALLS. That will go over. 
, Mr. HOAR. That is not in order. 
1 Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not in order in open session. 
Mr. MILLER. I shall object to the reception of that resolution. 
Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I believe the proposition of the chairman 
; of the committee was that the resolution should go over until to-mor- 


Ww. 
oe EDMUNDS. It is not in order at all. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. Objection being made, the resolution 
oes over. 
' Mr. MILLER. I object to the reception of the resolution. It ean 
. not be received in open session. 
. Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. It can. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It relates entirely to executive business. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. Objection being made, it is clear that 
, the resolution is not in order now. 
| Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. It goes over until to-morrow, I take it. 
: PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had yes- 
terday approved and signed the act (S. 1405) to provide for the study of 
the nature of aleoholicdrinks and narcotics, and of their effects upon the 
human system, in connection with the several divisions of the subject 
of physiology and hygiene, by the pupils in the public schools of the 
Territories and of the District of Columbia, and in the Military and 
Naval Academies, and Indian and colored schools in the Territories of 
the United States. 

THE GENEVA AWARD. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there further morning business? 

) If not, the Calendar is in order. 
Mr. HOAR. I move, in pursuance of notice, to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 6661) te provide for closing up the business 
and paying the expenses of the Court of Commissioners of Alabama 
Claims, and for other pu 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 
The Committee on the Judiciary reported the bill with an amend- 
ment, to strike out section 5, in the following words: 
Sec.5. Thatthe amount which shall be paid outand distributed in paymentand 


satisfaction of the j ents of the first and second class which are now existing 
as rendered by the court the va award fund, and in payment 
of the experises, swaries, and ot outlays contemplated and provided for in 
this in the act the said court, approved June 5, 1882, shall 


re-establishing 

inthe following manner: To thesum of $9,703,904.89, this being the 
award fund remaining in the Treasury, as disclosed by 

the of June 30, 1877, and the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representa- 
shall be added the premium realized from the sale of 
said fund was invested, namely, the sum of $385,- 
100.07, making $10,089,004.96, and to this sum shall further be added the estimated 
value of the said furniture and property, as vided for in section 4 of this act; 
and from the aggregate sum so ascertained shall be subtracted the estimated 
cost of the and expenses vided for being estimated in section 4 of 
this act, and also the amount provided for in section 1 of this act, together with 
all the other expenses of the court; and from the amountso ascertained shall be 
further deducted the aggregate of the udgments of the first class which have 
already been paid, and the balance be applied as follows: First, to the Pay- 
mentof the judgments of the first class yet remaining unpaid, as provided in 
said act June 5, 1882, and the residue shall be paid out and distributed 
pro rata upon the judgments in favor of claimants of the second class, as pro- 
vided in said last-named act. And the amounts so ascertained as aforesaid are, 
for the purpose Bf making the payment aforesaid, hereby appropriated out of 


i 


any moneys in not otherwise appropriated. 
And in lieu thereof to insert: 

Sec. 5. That in order to asce’ the total sum paid and to be paid from the 
Treasury in respect of the nts of said court, the sum of $15,500,000 shall 
be taken asthe original and there shall be added to that sum interest there- 
on 9, 1873, to January 1, 1877, at the rate of 5 per cent. perannum, 
with and the accrued interest to the principal at each res*. 
From ‘sum so found shali be deducted the amount ofall judgments 
of the ‘issioners of Alabama Claims created under the act of Janu- 
ary 23, 1874, entitled ‘‘An act for the creation of acourt for the adjudication and 

certain moneys received into the under an award made 
senemeaes Meera ese tar a Ussher tae aes 

y. \ 5 een the Unit 

eee the ean ef Genet P with all sums paid 
or for the costs expenses of said otherwise arising under 
said act or extension thereof. To the balance thus remaining there shall be 
added at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum from said of January, 
1877, to the 8ist of March, 1877; and there shal] be alsoadded thereto the sum of 
$123,305.89. From the total sum thus uced there shall be deducted all the 







the court created by the act of June 5, 
ee Court of Commissioners of Alabama 

mo of the Geneva 
Snauread or pall Gul ond us allowed and provided for un- 
eee aren wane ond sum the Ruther cum of 
expenses of winding up business of said court. e 
skall be applied ae eee ate. and d out to 

said act of June 5, 1882, 
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The ques- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HAWLEY in the chair). 


tion is on the amendment reported by the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. HOAR. I should like to have the report read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read the report. 

The Chief Clerk read the report, submitted by Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, 
April 16, 1886, as follows: 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred House bill 6661, en- 


titled “An act to provide for closing up the business and paying the expenses of 
the Court of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, and for other purposes,” re- 
spectfully reports: 


That it recommends the passage of the bill amended by striking out section 5 
of said bill, and inserting in lieu thereof the words printed in Italics in the re- 


ported bill. 


The act of March 3, 1873 (17 Stat. L., p. 601), passed before the payment by 
Great Britain of the Geneva award, provided that immediately on the payment 
of the money awarded the same shall be paid into the Treasury and used to re- 
deem the public debt, and thatan amount equal to the debt so redeemed should 
be invested in United States 5 per cent. registered bonds, to be held subject to 
the future disposition of Congress. 

Pursuant to that act the $15,500,000 received was put into the form of a United 
States bond of that amount, bearing interest atthe rate of 5 per cent., payable 


quarterly. 


In the year 1874 Congress passed the act entitled ‘‘An act for the creation of a 


court for the adjudication and disposition of certain moneys received into the 


Treasury under an award made by the tribunal of arbitration constituted by 
virtue of the first article of the treaty concluded at Washington the &th of May, 
A.D. 1871, between the United States of America and the Queen of Great Britain”’ 
(18 Stat. L., p. 245), under which judgments were rendered, and in the fiscal 
year 1876 paid to the amount of $6,641,287.26, and in the fiscal year 1877 there were 
paid of judgments under said act $2,674,465.93, making a total payment of judg- 
ments under the act of 1874 of $9,315,753.19. 

The expenses of the court under said act as paid were, in the fiscal year 1875, 
$84,374.70; inthe year 1876, $112,915.03; in the year 1877, $55,435.99, and in the year 
1878, $505.40; total, $253,231.12. ‘The result was that the total payments for judg- 
ments and expenses under the act of 1874 were $9,558,981.3!, leaving a balance of 
the principal sum of $15,500,000 of $5,931,015.69. 

By the act of June 23, 1874 (18 Stat. L., p. 245), it was provided that the moneys 
remaining of the Geneva award, after paying judgments and expenses, should 
be turned into the Treasury and held subject to the future action of Congress. 

By the act of June 5, 1882 (22 Stat. L., p. 98), provision was made for the pay- 
ment, out of the balance of this fund, first, for direct losses sustained by the de- 
struction of vessels, &c., by confederate cruisers, not within the judgment of the 
Geneva tribunal; and, second, for the persons who had paid war premiums on 
ships, cargoes,&c. This act provided in section 9 (22 Stat. L., p. 99)— 

“That the whole amount paid out shall not exceed the amount remaining of 
the Geneva award and interest as it was when actually covered into the Treas- 
u v.99 

2 the tribunal of Geneva the claims for war premiums and in respect of ex- 
culpated cruisers were not allowed, and therefore whatever may have been the 
legal or equitable effect of the Geneva award as made, as it respects ship-owners 
or insurance, there could have been no trust, legal or equitable or moral, in 
favor of the persons who had paid war premiums. The act of 1882 must asa 
consequence be considered to have been a mere act of benevolence to other 
sufferers than those whose cases the Geneva tribunal thought to be fit sub- 
— for relief as against Great Britain and in respect of which the money was 

aid. 

’ The committee is of opinion that all premiums obtained by the United States 
from the difference in value between coin and currency at the time of the Ge- 
neva award or afterward, or obtained from the sale of bonds of the United States 
sold to raise money to pay the former awards, belong to the Treasury and should 
not form any part of the sum out of which the judgments of the late court of 
commissioners should be paid. As the fifth section of the House bill covers all 
these premiums, the committee recommends that that section be stricken out 
and the words reported as an amendment thereto be inserted in lieu thereof. 

The amendment provides for increasing the principal sum of the Geneva 
award by the amount of all interest received thereon by the United States, 
although that interest was received from bonds of the United States. This,the 
ecommitice thinks, is as far as Congress ought to go, and is in accordance with 
the tenor and effect of the act of 1882, under which these last judgments were 
rendered. 

Bills have been referred to the committee proposing to direct the Secretary ot 
the Treasury to pay the amounts due in certain cases to parties other than those 
determined by the judgments of the Court of Commissioners of Alabama 
Claims. There are cases in which said court by its judgments has directed pay- 
ment to assignees in bankruptcy or insolvency, or assignees under agreements 
for the benefit of creditors. In such cases it has been proposed to direct pay- 
ment to the original claimants instead of to such assignees. The committee 
does not regard these propositions as within the legislative province of Con- 
gress, and therefore has not given tothem its approval. Whatever questions 
may have been or may be raised relative to the interests here involved are ju- 
dicial in character ani resolvable by the courts and not by Congress. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Massachusetts 
call for the reading of the views of the minority also ? 

Mr. HOAR. I will answer the question. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. If the Senator from Massachusetts will 
give way for a moment I wish to say that there is one amendment 
which should be made to the amendment, and then the Senator can go 
on. In line 12 of the pending amendment there is an error; the word 
** January ’’ should be stricken out and ‘‘ June”’ inserted. 

Mr. HALE. That is a matter of reference. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. It is descriptive of the act referred to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the committee 
will be so modified, if there be no objection. 

Mr. HOAR. I think I can save the time of the Senate, if it be 
proper, by stating in a few words the substance of the minority report 
without requiring the Senate to listen to its reading in full. If that 
be agreeable to everybody, I will doit. I think it will save consider- 
able time, as I can do it in two or three minutes. 

Mr. President, the Senator from New York [Mr. EVARTS] and my- 
self do not concur in the report of the majority of the committee, and 
I have the right to say in behalf of one gentleman, a member of the 
majority of the Judiciary Committee when this report was agreed upon, 
that upon a careful reconsideration of the matter he entirely changed 
his mind. I think that will turn out to be the case before this debate is 
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over of several other members of the majority; but I have no right tosay 
anything for anybody except myself and my associate, the Senator from 
New York. 

But the point here is exactly this: The United States received from 
Great Britain the sum of $15,500,000 in gold by the Geneva award. 
There was a great difference of opinion as to the persons to whom that 
money ought to be paid by the United States. Some people thought 
it ought to go to the persons whose vessels were destroyed by re 
cruisers, and those alone. Others thought that insurance companies 
who had paid for such losses ought to be subrogated to the claims of 
those whom they insured. Congress finally determined that the per- 
sons upon whom the losses had actually and practically fallen should 
have the compensation; that the insurance companies had got their pay 
in premiums for all their insurances, and they, therefore, were not en- 
titled to anything; and hence the money should be paid over first to 
persons whose vessels had been destroyed and who had not been paid 
by insurance; second, to the men who had paid the war premiums and 
had kept the American flag at their risk at sea and who had conducted 
the business of importing merchandise in competition with England 
and Germany, who had brought over the same kind of merchandise and 
sold it side by side with them in our markets without having to pay 
this extra insurance premium on account of the risk of importation. 

Now, whether that was right or wrong, that was the decision of Con- 
gress after full debate, going through three or four Congresses, and by 
very large majorities in both Houses. Congress then ordered that this 
$15,500,000 in gold should be put in the and kept as a fund, 
and all through these statutes which I have cited in the minority re- 
port phrases are used showing that purpose. . They say the first class 
of people shall be paid, and then the rest of the money shall be kept 
as a fund, and that ‘‘ with its proceeds,’’ or ‘the amount accruing there- 
from,’’ or various other similar phrases, shall be distributed to the 
other claimants; and the Treasury Department kept its account of it 
in that way. 

The first class of claimants have been paid in full. They were the 
persons who suffered direct loss from the cruisers for whom 
was held to blame. Then came the first class under the second bill, 
those who had lost ships or cargoes by the exculpated cruisers, and 
they have been paid in full, and there is enough to pay from 40 to 54 
per cent. only of the third class, the war premium men. The court 
has got through and is ready to pay it; but now comes this proposed 
amendment of the Judi Committee and says that we shall state 
the account of the fund in way: The $15,500,000 was received in 
gold. The claims of the first class were es' in currency, as the 
decisions of the court, which I have seen, show. So then every —_ 
who if his claim had been estimated on a gold basis would have 
$100 had it estimated at $115 or $120, which was the difference 
tween gold and currency at thattime. Then under the act of Congress 
gold enough was sold to pay this first class of and we sold of 
our fifteen and a half millions of gold six millions-odd in gold and paid 
off seven millions-odd to those claimants who had their claims estimated 
in currency, and they were paid in full 

Now the majority of the committee come in here and say, ‘‘let us 
charge this fund with seven millions-odd, to wit, the amount of cur- 
rency for which this gold sold, the nominal amount of these claims, 
and put the balance in the United States Treasury.’’ That is theper- 
formance which the Senate is asked to ratify. 
* Mr. MAXEY. Allowme to ask, if that was a trust fund received by 
the United States Government in trust for the use and benefit of claim- 
ants, why should not the United States have paid itout inkind? Why 
should the Government not have paid out the gold in kind to the claim- 
ant if it was a trust fund? 

Mr. HOAR. Itmadeno difference to claimant number one. He has 
a claim of $100 i in gold and he says “‘ you a The 
court says, ‘‘no, we will estimate it in currency and call it $115; then 
we will sell $100 in gold and get $115 for it and pay you.”’ The first 
claimant therefore is paid by the trustee in full, everything he ought to 
have. But what they propose to do is to say ‘‘this $100 of gold we 
will not charge to the trust fund as $100, which is all we took out of 
our fund in gold, but we will charge it to the trust fund as $115.”’ 

Mr. MAXEY. Thatisthe point I am eta 

Mr. HOAR. That would make a difference of 000. 

Mr. MAXEY. Ifa guardian takes the funds of rhe’ ward and spec- 
ulates upon them and makes a profit, does not the ward get it and not 


the guardian ? 
Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 
Mr. MAXEY. If the Government took this money and bought$115 


for $100, does not the $15 go to the cestui que trust ? 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly, that iswhatI claim. It belongs to the fund, 
not to the United States. If any trustee undertook todo this thing he 
would be removed from his trust; and if he had accomplished it he 
would be indicted and convicted for embezzling the fund. Now the 
United States had a right to do with this fund what they in 
the time of it, but they did declare that it should be a and that 
it should belong to these people. If you want to come in now and go 
behind the old determination of the Alabama award case, that is one 
thing. Of course you can repeal that law as you can repeal the charter 
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of any bank or railroad or any ether public corporation you have cre. 
ated, so that you do not interfere with vested rights. But if you a; 
going to doit, doit. Do not come in and pretend to observe the law 
and then en pocket the $1,300,000 by a juggle in book-keeping. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. "Mr. President, the claims involved in {hj 
controversy have been long considered in Congress, and it may be we) 
to recall the attention of the Senate to the arrangement between Grey: 
Britain and the United States under which the Geneva award was ha. 

In the treaty between the two governments under which the Geney 
arbitration was organized it was provided that: 

V differences have arisen between the Government of the United Stat.. 
and the Government of Her Britannic ie, © and still exist, growing out ; 
the acts committed by the several vessels wh pen given rise to the clain 
generically known as the “Alabama Claims ;” an 

— i —— jesty has authorized er high sane ee rs and 

en entiaries to ex na e 8 r s' 

ee ent for the enema, anaes whatever cinatnatencen, of the ieee = i 


— from British ports,and for the depredations committed by tho: 
vesse. 


Now, in order to smeve and adjust all complaints and claims on the part 


the United States, and o Enttannio Baad for the speed P oiement of such oe which 
are not admitted by Her Majesty’s Governmnent, the peer eenracting 


caid vesecla, and seeaiedie | clans ortho “Alohome G2 Claims, aball| 
to a tribunal of arbitration to be composed of five arbitrators,” & 

When the arbitrators met, instead of considering in detail the claims 
of individuals, it was thought wisest and best on their part to make ay 
award in gross to the United States for and on account of injuries don: 
to the United States through those inflicted on her citizens by the con- 
federate cruisers. The terms of the treaty relate specifically to the in- 
juries done by the cruisers directly, and in no manner whatever relate 
to the incidental that arose out of the payment of war pre- 
miums. Consequently the legislation by Congress, when it came to 
provide for the distribution of the award so made, placed first in order 
for adjustment and payment the claims that came within the definition 
of that treaty, and if the claims proved up by the claimants within that 

had absorbed all of the $15, 500, 000, nobody could have made 
complaint. In other words, the persons whose judgments are now in- 
volved in this bill and for the payment of which this bill provides were 
in no sense within the principles upon which the Geneva arbitrators 
based their award. But after the payment of the Gaius of the first 
and second class it was found that there was still a remainder in th 
Treasury of the United States. Consequently the claimants who ha a 
the so-called war premiums presented their claims and asked {for 

a distribution of the remainder. 

Now, Mr. President, so far as the principle upon which the Gene); 
award was based is concerned, the persons who war iums have 
no more claim on that than thousands of other citizens of the United 
States who suffered in consequence of the incidents of war. But this 
bill does not to deny that claim nor to interfere with the dis- 

the remainder of this fund. There is a difference between 


the ster. 
referre: 


bill proposed, section sugges 
strike out, that the fund shall be made up of the $15,500,000 receive: 
{ premiums that may have beén received on 
the E> hanin; eniat tataresh an the money for 
the time that it remained in the Treasury of the United States. The 


proposition on the of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate is to take 

the $15,500,000 ee the United States from Great Britain as thie 

of the fund, interest on that with quarterly res‘. 

wn to the time indicated in the deduct therefrom the 

have been made and the of the court, and dis- 

tribute the balance on the j ts which have been rendered by the 
Court a of Claims. 


two factors in this case: First, does the 
tes occupy the position of an ordinary 
trustee, or does it merely occupy the position of a custodian of money 
for the use of which for a time it will pa: In no sense | ap- 
prehend can the Government be said te be acting as a trustee in 1) 
ordinary sense of thatterm. The Government has not et that 
character in respect with regard to these cases or any others, )u! 
i that, inasmuch as this was a transaction one two 
$ and the au 
thorities of the other. Therefore it seemed to the Committee on t!« 
Judiciary that if we extended the remedial of this Govern- 
ment to the extent of interest on the money for the time |! 
has been in the possession of Government we are going quite 2s 
far as Congress should go; for we all know that it has been the posit: 
of the Government from the beginning that, no matter what char: 
of claim a citizen might have against the Government, it would '' 
allow interest on the amount determined in satisfaction of the cla! 
The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] asks me why the con- 
payment premium. allow- 
ance of the interest is a grace of the Government, just as the paymen' 
yest a tags, Praeder rg yeeros | gegen gurls 
whatever 
Siae iin the pri- 


ciples on which the Geneva award was Pietekin we ane steply 











1886. 


a 


asking, inasmuch as the Government has had the use of this money and 
there isa remainder left over after paying the awards within the Geneva 
arbitration, that it shall be paid out allowing interest for the time it 
has been in possession of the Government, and that goes to the benefit 
of the claimants also. Otherwise, you are to establish a precedent in 
this case that the Government can be and will be in all such instances 
in the attitude of the ordinary trustee and bound to exercise that 
due — in taking care of the funds that an individual would be 
required to ice. Nosuch principle applies to governments. No 
cash prinel has been by ourGovernment. And wesimply 
ask, therefore, to eliminate from the House bill that feature which gives 
the premium as well as the interest, allowing the remainder of the prin- 
cipal with interest to go in distribution for the payment of these judg- 
ments. 

Mr. PLATT. Idesiretoask aquestion. Waiving for the time being 
the original question as to whether the Government was trustee or not, 
has not the legislation of Congress on this subject made the Govern- 

ment a trustee in this particular case? 

Mr. HOAR. The Government said it would be trustee. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I do not think the Government is com- 
mitted to that in any of the legislation. As is suggested to me by the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs], the war-premium men resisted 
that doctrine and insisted that there should be some of this money left 
over for them; and had it not been for that, those having claims within 
the principles’ which the Geneva award was based would have con- 
sumed the w of it. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator will pardon me for a moment. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Including, I mean, the insurance com- 


Mr. HOAR. Oh, that is different. The Government said when it 
received the money from Great Britain that it would not take it under 
cireumstances which made it a trustee for any one class of claimants 
rather than another, but that Congress should determine. When Con- 
gress got it and did determine, Congress said that the claims of the war- 
premium men were paramount to the persons who had suffered direct 
losses, and it said this should be a fund, that the fund with its pro- 
ceeds, with the moneys accruing therefrom—this fund received in gold 
should be given te these men. Then when you come to look and see 
what are its proceeds and what has accum therefrom, you find 
that it took gold and sold that gold and got over a million dollars pre- 
mium in currency for it. The question is whether on that sum by this 
subsequent legislation of Congress the Government has made itself like 


a trustee. 

Mr. WILSON, oflowa. Why, Mr. President, if the Senator desires 
an answer that shall go back to the original transaction I will give him 
this, that the mistake made was in allowing the premiums at all to any 
class of the claimants. 


question now want to try it over again under the guise of this hocus- 
pocus in book-keeping. 

. WILSON, of Iowa. I do not know what these gentlemen may 

ee Government to door not todo. I have no 


premium would ae been a fulfillment of the Scmmnaes obliga- 
tion, and tat when we are going beyond that it is just extending that 
to the claimants who are here to-day. 
President, what is the basis of this? Oh, it is that these 
— who have suffered, indirectly it may be, through the payment 
of war premiums should be made whole, that they are not to be al- 
lowed to suffer any of the uences of the incidents of war, not- 
withstanding they may have made back all of their premiums in the pur- 
suit of the business, which is usually the course practiced by persons 
ane Are we to say that persons who received damages shall be 
aS ae of the principles upon which the Geneva award 
wan aae? so, how much further may we have to go? Is the man 
paid war (ee ae pmereae may have received them back in the course 
to be any better treated because of his efforts to main- 
tain ate —— the sea than the men who went into the Army and 
the flag on land? You have claims now coming to Con- 
gress, you have heard them coming up, in volume, asking 
that ¢ the men who went into your Army at $13 a month may have the 
difference made up between the currency value of their pay and the 
gold. Is there not as great equity in that on the part of the men who 
carried your arms and fought your battles on land as there is on the 
part of the men who paid war premiums and now come here and ask 
you to make them whole even by the establishment of that principle 
which shall say that the Government of the United States must be put 
in the attitude of the o: trustee and held to due diligence in the 
use ofa trust fund? No, sir; it is not fair toward the Government, it is 
not fair toward the great body of its citizens who also suffered from the 
incidentsofwar. 1t is a dangerous principle toinangurate in the affairs 


enter any cies 
take the $15,500,000 by this amendment, allow interest on it 
quarterly rests, deduct from that the payments which have been 


&, 
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made and the expenses of the court, and then say the balance thus re- 
maining shall be distributed in the payment of the judgments that 
have been rendered by the Court of Alabama Claims. That is going 
further, as I have already said, than it has been customary for the Gov- 
ernment to go with reference to claims against its Treasury. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator inform us why he allows interest, 
why he allows quarterly rests, and why he does not go further? 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I am content to say to the Senator from 
Massachusetts that, so far as I am personally concerned, I am willing 
to strike out the allowance of interest, but I am quite content, in rep- 
resenting the Judiciary Committee, to let the amendment of the Senate 
stand against the House section, because it comes nearer right than the 
House section does. 


Mr. HOAR. I do not like to disturb the Senator if it is disagreeable 
to him. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Not at all. 

Mr. HOAR, Itseems to me that my learned friend yields the whole 


point. The question is not what you would pay an ordinary creditor. 
The question is whether the legislation of Congress when it received 
this fund and since has determined in the past that this should be held 
as a separate fund. Ifit has not, then there should beno interest paid 
on it, especially there should be no quarterly rests; but the Senator comes 
in and says, ‘‘Oh, yes, we will pay interest; we will allow quarterly 
rests.’’? If he does th: it, he can only justify himself by agreeing with 
me‘in saying that this is a special fund, as the statutes which I have 
quoted declare, which declare that it shall be and remain a fund, and 
that the $15,506,000 gold and the moneys accruing therefrom shal! be 
paid out soand so. Now, can the Senator tell me on what earthly prin- 
ciple he can say that the United States shall pay interest unless it is a 
principle which requires that if it took the gold out of this separate baz 
and sold it, the currency which it got for the gold should belong to t! 
fund also, and you should not credit it to the fund as so much currency 
that you paid out to the first set of claimants as if you had paid it ont 
in gold? 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Why, Mr. President, I suppose that if the 
United States had placed the $15,500,000 in gold in the Treasury and 
allowed it to rest there—— 

Mr. HOAR. Itdid not. It sold it. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. And in the discharge of judgments of the 
Court of Alabama Claims it had taken the $15,500,000 and paid it out 
in kind, it would have discharged its entire obligation. But the Gov- 
ernment in this matter, as in many other matters, has been very liberal 
toward these claimants beyond any just liability resting upon the 
Government; and now shall it be said because it has pursued that conrse 
that it must keep on and aggravate the matter ? 

Mr. HOAR. But when the Government paid this first class of claims 
did it pay out of this fand more than six million dollars odd? It took 
six million dollars odd in gold and paid it out, and that is all it paid 
outofthefund. If that be true, why do you want to come in and keep 
your accounts so as to say we paid ont seven million dollars odd because 
you turned that again into currency before you paid the claimants? 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Ido that for the reason that these claims 
in the first place are not, asI say, within the principle of the award at 
all. 

Mr. HOAR. That has been settled. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Settled? I should like to know whether 
these claimants regard it assettled? What is this bill doing here at all 
if that is settled? Why were not these claimants content with asking 
Congress to extend the time for closing up the business of the Court of 
Alabama Claims? Why do they come and ask this additional legisla- 
tion? Why do they come and request Congress to add to all the various 
amounts provided for in former legislation another sum arising from th: 
premium on the sale of bonds, namely, the sum of $385,100.07, which 
they are asking in addition to the sum that was treated of in the act of 
1882? They werenot content with the legislation they obtained. They 
are asking for additional legislation. They were not content to make 
provision by which this whole business can be wound up bya reason- 
able extension of time to that end, but they say, ‘‘ You must give us fur- 
ther provision of law and add over three hundred, nearly four hundred, 
thousand dollars more to the sum provided for in the act of 1882.” 

No, Mr. President, when we shall have paid this principal, adding 
thereto the interest, which, as I say, they were not under the practice 
of the Government entitled to—but that has been provided—when we 
have done that we have done all that these claimants for the war 
premiums paid have any right to ask of the Government, and even 
then they get what was not embraced within the principles of the Ge- 
neva award. 

Mr. SHERMAN (Mr. ee in the chair). Mr. President, this 
subject is new to me, but I should like to ask the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts whether under the House bill this fund bears interest after 
it was covered into the Treasury? 

Mr. HOAR. No, sir, it does not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Under either proposition? 

Mr. HOAR. It does not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me that the rule adopted by the Sen- 
ate Committee on the Judiciary is far too liberal; and even if the United 
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States was a trustee, under the most rigid application of the law of 
trusts this rule would not be applied to any private trustee under any 
doctrine that can be found laid down in any book on equity. It seems 
to me that the Senate Committee on the Judiciary have in their propo- 
sition gone far beyond what isjust and right between the United States 
and these persons claimants under the Geneva award. 

The United States received fifteen and a half millions of money which 
the United States won from Great Britain, which was to be distributed 
according to the will of the United States among such persons as it be- 
lieved to be most jrstly entitled to the money. The United States then 
fortunately had the opportunity to invest the money in bonds of the 
United States ina particular characterof loan. It was not aspecial de- 
posit, not a special contract, but the money was put in bonds defined 
by law, the 5 per cent. bonds, which were then offered to all the world 
at par. Itinvested that fifteen anda half million dollars in those bonds. 
A bond for this amount was issued in the same form precisely as any 
other 5 per cent. bond of the United States. I have seen it because I 
canceled it. It is simply a bond purchased as any citizen at that time 
might have purchased it with gold. 

The Government of the United States did morethanthat. It collected 
promptly the interest accruing on that bond, for there was but one 
bond. It was issued in the form of one bond to the Secretary of State, 
who collected the quarterly interest, 1} per cent., each three months, and 
invested that in the same kind of bond. Asa matter of course the 
Government could not invest the interest in the same kind of bonds 
at par, because the bonds advanced in price, and therefore the quarterly 
interest could not be invested in bonds to an amount equal to the 
amount of interest accruing, for these bonds advanced from the date 
of their issue until they rose far up before they were redeemed to 15 
per cent. above par. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That was equally true of the first one. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. A private trustee would have had to pay the 
whole premium on gold and the premium on the bonds. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The interest, taking it at 4 per cent., would have 
been over $150,000 every quarter. They could not buy these same 
bonds three months, or six months, or nine months afterward, except 
ata premium. The exact operation shows that the result at a certain 
period of time was that this fand of $15,500,000 had been increased 
to the extent of $2,304,000; but it must be remembered that a portion 
of this interest was invested in the premium on the bonds in which the 
interest was invested. 

The rule prescribed even by the Senate Judiciary Committee is a rule 
so unjust that it would destroy and ruin any trustee who was charged 
with this trust, because the Government is charged not only with quar- 
terly interest as it accrued but the interest on that interest compounded 
at the rate of 5 per cent. 

Mr. HOAR. Thatis the committee’s proposition. Thatis not mine. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I say even the committee’s proposition errs in 
favor of these persons. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Although it saves several millions as against the 
House proposition. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As against the House proposition it is undoubted! 
better; but it seems to me that in this particular the statements whi 
the Senator from Vermont has been kind enough to hand me from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, show that the Government could not always 
invest this money judiciously; that is they could not invest it in bonds 
at the same rate at which they invested the principal, and they there- 
fore lost. They had to pay a premium and sometimes they could not in- 
vest it at the moment the money was collected, but had to wait awhile, 
and therefore they lost by delay. 

Suppose an individual was trustee of this fund and he quarterly re- 
ceived the interest. He could not invest iton the next day, or perhaps 
the next, or the next, or thenext. He would rather waitfor a favorable 
turn of the money market; and if he invested it judiciously two, or three, 
or four, or five months after it was received by him under the circum- 
stances, if the circumstances would justify it, it would be a proper invest- 
ment; but he could not in any event invest it inthe bondsat par. He 
must pay a premium; and that diminishes the principal of the bonds so 
bought. It seems to me therefore that the Senate committee have gone 
to the utmost extent in a rule which operates injuriously to the Govern- 
ment, and I have no doubt that when this rule is applied to the actual 
fund it will increase the amount of this fund probably from fifty to one 
hundred thousand dollars, that depending entirely, however, on the good 
luck of the Government in the purchase of bonds at the time when the 
interest accrued. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Ohio yield to me to call his at- 
tention to What I understand to be the point in that respect? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. I agree with the Senator that the committee’s propo- 
sition does to a certain extent do injustice to the Government on their 
theory, but because they do an injustice of $100,000 to the Government 
in doing one partitular thing, allowing compound interest when they 
would not be bound to do so, it does not follow that they ought to be 





permitted to do another anda larger injustice to the claimants in another 


respect. 
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not in what the Government ought to charge itself w 
it has a right to credit itself with; and I 

of that one point. The United States got 
were three classes of claims. One of them was going to get about 50 
per cent., and the class number one they wereready topay. The class 
number one had their judgments estimated in currency. Every man 
who lost $100 in gold had a judgment for $115, that being the currency 
value when compared with gold. Then the United States took out of 
this gold fund, which it had declared over and again should be a fund 
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The point between me and the Senator from Iowa _ WILSsoN] is 

th; itis in what 
the Senate not to lose sight 
is money in gold, and there 





for these claimants, or some of them, $6,000,000 and odd in gold and 


sold it for $7,000,000 and odd in currency, and it paid the claimants 
number one seven millions and oddincurrency. Now, the Senator from 


Iowa turns round and says, you charge to this gold fund in your book- 


keeping not the six millions which you took out of it to sell to pay off 
these fellows, but the seven millions of their judgments in currency, 
and 


pocket the $1,500,000 yourself. That is what it is. 

Now, the fact that the committee say we should make up a little of 
that by allowing compound interest that you are not entitled to, does 
not seem to me to cover it. 

Mr. ALLISON. Do I understand the Senator that when claimants 
of class number one had their judgments paid by the court they were 
allowed the current premium on gold in addition to their judgments? 

Mr.HOAR. They were, but not in that form. The court expressly 
say we make up these judgments upon currency values; that is, if a 
man lost a cargo how much currency to-day will pay that man for that 
cargo? That cargo we will say is worth $115,000; that will pay him 
for his loss as of to-day, paid to him in currency. The United States 
takes $100,000 in gold outof its bag which it is keeping for these war- 
premium men, sells it and gets $115,000 in currency, pays the man, 
who if he had had his judgment in gold would have had only $100,000, 
and turns around and credits itself in keeping its account of the gold 
with $115,000 instead of $100,000. Now, just let any man with a brain 
in his head and a sense of justice in his bosom think of what he would 
say to a trustee who would come into his office and ask him to help 

h such a performance. 

Mr. GEORGE. Allow me to ask the Senator from Massachusetts a 
question. My understanding is that the money was not kept by the 
Government as a gold deposit. 

Mr. HOAR. It was like that. ’ 

Mr. GEORGE. The Government borrowed the money and paid in- 
terest on it. Now, your proposition would be very clear if the Govern- 
ment had just laid aside the fifteen and a half million dollars in a vault 
by itself as a special deposit belonging to these parties, and then when 
this judgment was awarded in currency by which they could pay it in 
currency, and had taken from that fand so much money and bought 
the currency. 

Mr. HOAR. That is what it did in substance. 

Mr. GEORGE. But here is the point: My understanding now is 
that before that time the Government had ceased to keep these fifteen 
and a half millions as a special fund, but had borrowed the money and 

ut it in the general Treasury. 

r Mr. HOAR I will tell you exactly what it did. It received this 
$15,500,000 in gold. 

Mr. GEORGE. I understand that. 

Mr. HOAR. It invested it or made out a big bond for $15,500,000 
to represent it. That bond was the bond which Mr. Secretary Sher- 
man ; I suppose a gold bond, payable principal and interest 
in gold. Then in 1876, when the first class of claimants were to be 

id the United States sold gold-bearing bonds of the Treasury for 
$6,000,000 and canceled this big bond and credited the fund with the 
balance, and the Secretary of the Treasury kept the account just as | 
say it should be kept. 

This amendment undertakes to overturn all the judgments of the 

from that day to this. It is just the same as if it was kept 
represented by a specific bond. The simple point, as 
I say again to my honorable friend from Mississi ,isthis: What ought 
the United States to have said on their books in that transaction? |! 
they had paid out of this $15,500,000, should they have said they paid 
out which they took from the fund and sold for the purposes speci- 
fied in the act of Congress, or should they have said they had paid out 
the amount of the currency value which they boughtand in which these 
judgments were paid? Thatisthe wholepoint between us. The statute 
of 1882 is: 

That the judgments rendered by said court under this act shall be pai by the 
Secretary of the renee the sum of money to the United States 
pursuant to article 7 of treaty of Washington aceruing therefrom. 

Then the tenth section of the same statute says, afte providing for 
the first claimants: 

If there shall remain any part of the said money— 


Treating it as an existing thing by itself— 
the same shall be and remain a fund— 


And be disposed of by hereafter. Then came the next 
statute, and said this fund be paid out first to the men who sul- 
fered by the exculpated cruisers and the balance to the war premiums, 
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go the point is not whether the United States is to be charged with a 
particular amount of diligence astrustee. The point is how that par- 
ticular of selling $6,000,000 in gold and paying off $7,500, - 


000 in should be credited upon the books. The Treasurer of 
the United States, the Secretary of the Treasury, and everybody re- 
ported it to year after year in that way until Congress passed 
this last acton basis of that report. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President—- 

Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator from Ohio. indulge me ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would rather finish what I have to say. 

Mr. GEORGE. Well, go on. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I have complained somewhat of 
the propesition made by the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, upon 
the ground that it made the Government of the United States pay com- 

und interest on this large sum of money at a time when it was in- 
vesting the money in the best possible way for the interest of these 
parties; and as to the extent of any difference between the result of 
their investment and the result of this compound ratio, I think tiie 
proposition of the committee is unjust, but in respect to the other part 
of it it seems to me clearly right as against the proposition of the House 
pill. The House committee treats this fand as a continuing fund up 
to a certain date, compounding it at a certain rate, and including in 
that computation the sum of $385,100 which was realized to the fund 
from the sales of bonds. 

It seems to me that this is capable of a very simple solution. The 
original bond was $15,500,000. That bond was surrendered in Janu- 
uary, 1876, if Iremember aright, and a balance was then stated, and an- 
other bond was issued of the same loan on the 22d of January, 1877, 
leaving the amount then to the credit of this fand $7,150,000 and no 
more. Inthe course of the next year or two, I think it was in the fol- 
lowing year, perhaps the beginning of 1878, that bond was paid off in 
the o' call of the 5 per cent. bonds, all of which were extinguished 
by actual payment by the United States in gold, and about the same 
time the premium or difference between gold and paper money disap- 
peared, and the premium on the bonds disappeared, because, being pay- 
able at call, they were payable at par and the premium on them dis- 


appeared. . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It did not disappear with that bond, because it was 
one of the fives of 1881. They could not be called in before 1881. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That only makes the date 1881 instead of 1878. 
When they were called in in 1881 they were paid off and all premium 
on those bonds disappeared, and Congress itself passed a law covering 
into the the balance of this fund. From that time, it seems 
to me, there ought to be no interest allowed. That I believe is not 


€ b 

Mr. HOAR. Nobody proposes it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not know upon what ground it is claimed 
that this $385,000 shall be allowed. It seems to me that even the 
Senate committee’s tion is entirely too liberal to this fund; and 
with that amendment I think the Senate proposition would be fair and 
reasonable. I do not understand the proposition of the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar]. I can not get it through my head on 
what ground the Government of the United States is to pay back this 
$385,000. If I understood it better I might vote for it, but I do not 
now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, if this were a case of private trust 
and you had been the trustee in the year 1873 when this fifteen and a 
half million dollars in coin would have been paid to you and you had 
invested that money as a private trustee in the same way that it has 
been invested—if you call it an investment—by the United States, and 
had paid out of it what the United States has, the sum of money that 
you would now be accountable for to your beneficiaries would be less 
than the Senate’s- Judiciary Committee proposes. We were liberal, 
too liberal, hewing it down toa fine point, but we thought we would 
bring it as near as we could to the principles of the act of 1882, which 
said that the balance with accrued interest should be paid. We would 
not undertake to go back of the act of 1882. Now, try it at the start 


with the trust doctrine of my friend from Massachusetts. Gold 
at that was ata ium, as the little red book he has shows, of 
about 15 per cent., being quoted at 115. 

Mr. R. Bonds gold were at exactly the same premium. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Perhaps they were; but what was the premium 


on gold ? 
Mr. HOAR. At what date? 

_Mr. EDMUNDS. On the Ist of August, 1873, which was about the 
time the money came to us. The act was passed in March, 1873, and 
the re Rang: received from England some time in the summer of that 
year, I ; I have forgotten the exact date. We passed an act in ad- 


vance, 
Mr. HOAR. One hundred and fifteen and some fraction was the 
rate of then. My eyes can not catch the fraction in this print. 
Mr. That is near enough. I said 115. Now turn to 
the New York newspapers for that same month of the year 1873, and 
how do you find this 5 per cent. loan of 1881, which the law of the 3d 
March, 1873, said this fund should be invested in? How did they 
it of the Senate being the trustee, you are to in- 


Ee 


See 
and 
C. Peas a + 


vest the fund in those bonds. 
of 1881 were at a premium of 20, selling at 120. 
and one-half million dollars in gold and see how large a bond at that 





How much have you to pay? The fives 
So take your fifteen 


price of 120 you can buy with it. 

At this time in 1873 these bonds had nine years to run and they 
were gold-bearing bonds. They were not payable in currency; they 
were payable in coin, and the interest was payable in coin, and they 
stood at this high premium, which was 5 per cent. higher than the 
premium on gold. So, turning it into a new transaction, the actual 
premium on the bonds bought with the gold would be just 5 per cent., 
which would be one-twentieth of the total sum in gold. I think that 
must be plain to the commonest apprehension. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator has got the wrong date. It was the year 
before. The fifteen and one-half millions was received in gold before 
that time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Was it, indeed? 

Mr. HOAR.. Yes, sir; that is the trouble. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have stated what the act of Congress says; the 


act of Congress may have proceeded ona mistake; but the act of March 
3, 1873, says: 


That immediately upon the payment of the sum of money awarded to the 


United States by the tribunal of arbitration at Geneva to be paid by the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain, the same shall be paid into the Treasury, and used to 


redeem, so far as it may, the public debt of the United States, 


There is another observation I might make on a private trust, be- 


cause in undertaking to redeem the public debt of the United States 
at that time when our credit was good and while currency was at a 
discount, in order to redeem that public debt unless you made a call 
of something that was then due—and whether there was anything then 
due or not I donot know—you would have had to pay a high premium 


to getitin. But I do not put any point on that now. 


And the amount equal to the debt so redeemed shall be invested in the 5 per 


cent. registered bonds of the United States to be held subject to the future dis- 


position of Congress. 
Now, with great respect to the Senator from Massachusetts, I think 


that when that act of Congress of 1873 was passed the money had not 
been paid to the United States. 


It was late in 1872 when the tribunal 
made its award. The treaty was not made until 1571. That provided 
for the tribunal of Geneva, and that sat, I think, during part of 1871 


and in 1872; and then within a certain period, I think it was a year 


and a half—we can tell by looking at the treaty—the money was to be 
paid; and about the last day of the time, naturally enough as a matter 
of business, when it was about to be due, Great Brituin paid ‘the fif- 
teen and a half millions in coin, and that brought it (this act of Con- 
gress having been passed in anticipation of the payment which was to 
come on pretty soon) to the summer of 1873. Before adjourning in 
1873 Congress passed this act, that as soon as the Secretary of State re- 
ceived the money he should invest it in the registered 5 percents of 
1881, and the gold premium on those 5 percents as against the gold 
purchaser was 5 per cent., as the quotations in the newspapers show, for 
gold was at 115 and these bonds were at 120. That makesa difference 
of 5 per cent. in gold, so that if a man went to a banker with his gold 
to buy these fifteen and a half million in bonds he would have had to 
pay 5 per cent. premium. So then your private trustee would have 
had to pay out of his fifteen and a half millions a premium of $775,000 
and he would have got an amount of bonds equai only to $14,725,000. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The Senator from Vermont will allow me 
to suggest that the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury states that 
the money was paid into the Treasury on September 8, 1873. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Exactly. The gold had fallen and bonds had 
risen meantime, I suppose. I can turn over to that very day, and I 
will.. While we are about it let us be exact. I was merely guessing, 
and I got the date as in August, 1873. It seems it was the 8th of Sep- 
tember. 
Mr. ALLISON. Where does my colleague find that? 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. In the letter of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on page 5 of the pamphlet before me. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Here isa New York paper of the 8th of September, 
1873. Let me find the stock sales of that day. [Examining.] I do 
not find any quotations on that day of that precise registered gold bond, 
and therefore I can not tell, but it must have been somewhere along 
there. I will treat itas that, and asif you got only exactly what Mr. 
Fish did get; he got a bond of the Treasury signed by the proper ofli- 
cers—one single bond for $15,500,000. I have shown that in the month 
of August the premium on the bonds was 5 per cent. more than the 
premium on gold. Itwas a mere guess of mine as to the precise date. 
I do not find any quotations on the day of the actual receipt of the 
money. Perhaps the bonds had risen, perhaps they had fallen a little; 
they varied. He would only have got a bond for $14,725,000. . Hedid 
get a bond, treating him as a private trustee, of so large an amount that 
he would have had to pay money out of his own pocket to get it if he 
got a bond for the full amount that had been paid into his hands, the 
fifteen and a half million dollars. Now I undertake to say, if I am 
right as to the state of the premium on gold and the premium on the 
bonds he was directed to invest in, there was nothing left in the hands 
of this private trustee which was due to his beneficiary. The beneii- 
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ciary had got the investment for every dollar that belonged to him, and | aside, and that the Senate 


more too. 

Starting there, we have fifteen and a half million dollars that the 
private trustee, calling him that, is bound to aceount for, and no more. 
He is bound to account for it in the way he has invested it at 5 per 
cent. payable quarterly, because the interest on these bonds was pay- 
able quarterly, and the amendment of the Committee on the Judiciary 
lees exactly that thing. 

If we put it at 5 per cent., whether we did or not—if we put it at 6 
we made a mistake—but putting it at 5 per cent. the amendment of the 
Committee on the Judiciary accounts for this fund on the principle of a 
private trust, running it down to the time when out of it and its accu- 
innlations thus asa private trust there was paid a certain number of mill- 
ions of dollars. No matter how the trustee got that money, if he was 
a private trustee and held in his hands bonds of the United States that 
he sold, he would have been bound to account for the premium. If he 
had bought them he would have had to pay a premium equal to that 
which he got, and one hand would have washed the other; and the 
principal sum and the interest upon it therefore would have been ex- 
actly the sum to which the beneficiary was entitled, and no more. 

Very well. The report of the committee, therefore, provides that 
this original sum should bear interest in favor of whomever it was to 
be paid to at the rate provided with quarterly rests. Then it takes 
out of it down to the time when Congress covered it into the Treasury 
in 1877 the sums that have been paid out of it on the former award 
and the expenses, compounded quarterly, just as if it were a private 
trust. The balance thus produced will beall that in any point of view 
any person who claims that it stands on the doctrine of a private trust 
could demand. And therefore, I repeat, as I believe—I have not 
made the figures to be exact about it—that if it had been treated, and 
were to be, as a private trust, of which, Mr. President, you were the 
trustee and you had charged your constituent with everything you had 
paid out and credited him with everything you got in, you would not 
be bound to pay him as much money as thie fe report of the Committee 
on the Judiciary recommends shall be paid. 

That is all I want to say now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Committee on the Judiciary as modified by changing the word 
‘* January,’’ in line 12, to “ June.”’ 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President-—— 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to give notice that at the conclusion of this 
bill I shall call up the urgent deficiency bill, and if that can not be 
passed to-day it will be necessary to have a session to-morrow. I do 
not wish to interfere with this bill. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, if no further debate is desired by any 
Senator I will move to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. HOAR. I should ‘ike to state one thing before that is done. 

Mr. HALE. Very well. 

Mr. HOAR. I am told by a very high authority that the bonds of 
1881 were quoted on the day of the investment of the $15,500,000 at 
112%. I have just received this communication from a person in w 
I have the most absolute confidence, and that was the result of my in- 
quiries previously. So that even this little 5 per cent. difference the 
Senator from Vermont is mistaken about in supposing the trustee would 
as had to pay outanything. Thewhole account shows that. 

. HALE. lLonly wish to say that this is a relic of the old 
ee (which many Senators here remember), occupied the 
time of the Senate and the House in a former Congress, in which every 
presentation that could be made of the merits of the respective claim- 
ants was brought out. The Senator from Iowa has shown the animus 
of this amendment. It will take away more, than a million dollars 
from the war-premium men. After they have been invited by Con- 
gress to present their claims upon the basis of the Government hold- 
ing this as a fund for them, with all accretions, at this late day, by 
what the Senator from Massachusetts calls a transparent juggle of 
book-keeping, an attempt is made to reduce that fund. I do not be- 
lieve that the Senate is prepared for it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HARkRIs in the chair). The Sena- 
tor from Maine will please The hour of 2 o’clock having ar- 
rived, it is the duty of the rto lay before the Senate the unfinished 
business, which is the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

Mr. HOAR. I hope unanimous consent will be given to have the 
Senator from Maine proceed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachusetts 
asks unanimous consent that the unfinished business be informally laid 
aside in order that the Senator from Maine may proceed with his re- 
marks. Is there objection? The Chair hears none 

Mr. HALE. I do not wish to take up more time. I was only going 
to say that so confident am I that the Senate is not prepared to do that, 
that I move to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do not do that. Let us take a square vote. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that we shall probably get a vote on the 
Senator’s motion, and I ask that the bill be Sita. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Massachusetts asks 
unanimous consent that the unfinished business be informally laid 


proceed with the cousideration of the }),)| 
now before it. Is there objection? TheChairshearsnone. The Se). 
ator from Maine moves to lay on the table the amendment of the Co:,. 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why not take a straight vote? 

Mr. HAWLEY. I want to say a word. 

Mr. HALE. I stated that I made the motion on the ground jh; 
Senators did not desire further debate. I yield to the Senator {)o, 
Connecticut. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I wish to say a few words on this amendment. 
will not undertake to go into the intricacies of book-keeping; but ¢} 
persons to whom this money was to be paid have been selected, th 
classes have been determined upon by deliberate successive acts of +! 
Congress of the United States, and the manner of treating the fun) 
has been settled upon. The upshot of the amendment of the co, 
mittee is to close the account and turn $1,300,000 of profit of some ki) 
or other, somehow or other obtained, into the Treasury of the Unite 
States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no; you are mistaken there. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I am so informed, and by a member of thie . 
mittee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That member is greatly mistaken. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Then I am in search of information. I wish o 
know if the account be closed to-day in accordance with this amen: 
ment how will it stand on the books of the 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will stand on the books of the Treasury that 
we have paid out more money then we got. 

Mr. HOAR. One million three bundred thousand dollars, whi): 
aceording to the Treasurer’s report made every year, year after ye. 
stands to the credit of this fund, will be transferred to the Treasur 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator i is mistaken. 

Mr. HOAR. It was covered into the Treasury in 1877, but of thar 

sum which was covered into the Treasury belonging to this fund $1.31) 
000 more goes. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The-Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. HOAR. I say the Senator from Vermont is mistaken. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I say you are mistaken. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Thereis a radical disagreement as to $1,300,000 |): 
tween two members of the committee that reports this amendmen 
will leave that for them to settle as may seem best to them. 

I wish to know whether it be true, as stated by the Senator tiom 
Massachusetts, that we took $6,000,000 of goid, sold it for $7,000,110) 
and then charged it to the fund as $7,000,000? 

Mr. HOAR. That is what they want to do now. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Charged itto the gold fund. Ihave no languags 
which I desire to use on this occasion to characterize that transactio: 
If the Government in the administration of what it has substantia!! 
treated as a trust fund is in any way to make a million out of the c- 
preciation of its own currency, out of the price of gold in the market, | 
take no part in the transaction whatever. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Neitherdol. There is not any such thing. 

Mr. HAWLEY. The Senator from Vermont denies that any 
thing is proposed. I certainly am not ready for a vote with there aif 
ferences of opinion the committee. 

The Government of the United States said that certain of its citizens 
had just claims against a foreign government for great losses inflict: 
Those citizens of course were without any remedy unless their Gover)- 
ment undertook to collect the?fr claim. Their Government did unde:- 
take to collect it, did collect it, received fifteen and a half million in 
gold, and now proposes to close the account in such a manner as to take 
advantage of a million dollars received from its own depreciated ¢ 
rency. I ean arrive at no other possible conclusion. I am satisfied 
with the keeping of these books, which shall show that it was admin- 
istered and faithfully, that the money was kept not idle |ut 
decently and fairly invested in proper securities, and that whatever i! 
avails of them they were paid over to the people who we said were en- 
titled to them. If the Senator from Vermont can prove that tha‘ (i> 

n is to be made of this money, then I am satisfied with the )1!! 
hat I want is an honest keeping and a fair investment of the money 
and a paying of it out to the Am 2 who we said ought to have it, an d 

I understand that if this course be taken there will not be enough ‘ 
pay all of the last class. 

Mr. HALE. Only about 50 per cent. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Even if that course be taken there will not be 
enough to pay more than about 50 per cent. of the class of claiman! 
who otek: acknowledged to have just claims. Here comes t).! 
ie and simple proposition of what I consid: 
ordinary honesty in the administration of a trust. So I do not kno 
how to vote. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the Senator from Connecticu' 

from 
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amount of the Geneva award and interest, as it was when actually 
covered into the : And so much money as may be necessary to carry 


fe a of this section is hereby appropriated out of any moneys not | 
appropriated. 


< } 


That was the act under which brought in the war-premium men, who 
helped to defeat the insurance men on the ground that there was no | 
trust about it at all, but only an appeal to the consideration of the 
Government as to the way in which it would be best for the general 
purposes of moral justice and reimbursement for losses that the 1 money 
should be paid. 

I have here two letters from the Treasury Department which will 
show just how much has been received, how much interest has ac- 
crued, and how much has been paid out, that I supposed, until I 
looked at the — this morning, had been attached to the report 
and printed. I should like to have them read now, first the letter of 
March 23. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The letter will be read, if there be | 


no objection. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 23, 1886. 
Sim: —_ in os of your communication of the 22d instant, and of your 
ey , requesting that the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate 
oe @ statement of the investment of the Geneva award fund 
_e the and of the expenditure therefrom, for consideration in con- 
nection House bill No. 6661, “‘to provide for closing up the business and 
my bang the expenses of the Court of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, and for 


n reply thereto I have to state that the $15,500,000 awarded by the tribunal of 
arbit at Geneva were invested in 5 per cent. bonds of the funded loan of 
1881, interest from Se ber 9, 1873. 

Bonds of fund were sold from time to time to meet the judgments rendered 
by the Court of Commissioners of Alabama Claims to the extent of $8,350,000, on 
which there was realized in currency the sum of $992,522.19 as premium on the 
sale of an equal amount of coin. 

Under the arenene of section 15 of the act of June 23, 1874 (18 Stat. >. 249), 
the balance of Ge ectgnal investment, namely, $7,150,000, together with $2,403,- 
800, accumulated interest on the whole fund, was covered into the Treasury 
March 31, 1877; and in the quarter ending June 30, 1877, the further sum of $123,- 
305.99, accumulated was also covered into the Treasury. 

The um received in coin from the sale of the bonds referred to amounted 
to 88 and $40,706.19, respectively, making a total of $385,100.07, which 
was covered into the Treasury asa miscellaneous receipt. 





Principal of |Premium in 
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2, 408, 445 53 
325, 280 54 
342,552 19 
9, 553, 000 00 
123, 305 89 
9, 676, 305 89 
eo |, | . 
‘Coin prem- |Premium in 
Receipts. | ium on sale | currency on Total. 
| of bonds. sale thereof. 
ES SS —— = _! —_ = ~ 
| 
Covered into the Treasury : i } 
PT iatnts <occcccccccesccccessccsccessss0.s| QR8R, 8478 $27,657 20 $250,291 98 
August 18, 109,080 00| 1229400! 121,374 00 
January 26, 12,679 10 754 99 | 13, 434 09 
$44,393 88 | 40,706 19| 385,100 07 
ed Janne enenn| 19, 600, 908 15 
| | 
EXPENDITURES. 
Payment of judgments for fiscal years— 
(i a FT . we 
2, 674, 465 93 
Se ttdcisdstiaduncndsateces -eocerees cies ese 3, 325, 905 68 
Payntent of judgments to March 23, L 25,041 83 














Total judgments ... ctncnitaitimay even msebuniens .«.$12, 666,700 70 
Salaries expenses of the court for fiscal years— 

1BTB.covceceree 7 84, 374 70 

112,915 03 

55, 435 99 

505 40 

152, 996 05 

° r 181, 400 00 

sevecesseccourerecess cocscerse see woavetensseboeoe 99, 484 09 

Salaries and expenses of the court to March 23, 1836... 36,394 40 
Total salariesand expenses....................... sciainaiipeiantiaeainmanapsees 723,505 66 
Advertising sale of bonds, year 1876. ieinmpeillipressesece 470 90 
po ceprocescoecseencoesoens cececusesecoesstoseesenenenEonsees ooccce 13, 390,677 26 


Cc. 8. FAIRCHILD, Acting Secretary. 
on the Judiciary, United States Senate. 


| September 9, 1873 to November 1, 1873.... 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Now Ishould like tohave the additional letter of 
the 31st ef March read in further explanation. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Treasury DerartMent, March 31, 18M. 

Str: In reply to your telegrams upon the subject of aggregate receipts and dis- 
bese ments of the Geneva award fund, and parties larly i in the matter of interest 
paid by the Government upon the 5 per ¢ ent. bondsin which the $15, 500,000 a ward 
was invested, I have to call your attention to the statement furnished to you in 
Department’s letter of the 22d instant, setting forth the condition of the fund in 
question. 

In farther explanation of the receipts into the fund accrued from the invest- 
ment of the award in 5 per cent. bonds the following statement is submitted : 

After the award of $15,500,000 had been invested in bonds the accrued interest 
thereon was invested from time to time in bonds of the same character, so that 
in the end a sum of interest equal to $2,562,036.98} had been for the most part so 
invested. See table of the changing principal of the fund and interest accruing 
thereon below: 


Int —_ Amount of Princ 


nterest from— : 
Mey ox interest. 


$111, 616 & | $15,500, 000 
November I, 1873, to February 1, 1874..... Siteaamenee 193, 750 00 15, 500, 000 
December 3, 1873, to February 1, 1874..... en 920 54 112, 000 
February 1, 1874, to May 1, 1874........... 195, 150 00 15, 612, 000 
February 5, 1874, to May 1, 1874... oul 2,266 47 14, Ge 
og ACY OS 2 ae 200,051 25 | 16,004, Loo 
August 1, 1874, to November 1, 1874.. wen 200,051 25 | 16,004, 100 
November 1, 1874, to February 1, 1875..........00000 ....++ 205,015 00 | 16,401, 200 
I DD OL 207,552 50 16, 604, 200 
SE Mg BE OP SEMIS 3, UCU ccccassccndectutnastnececoosececes 210, 134 37 16, 810, 750 
August I, 1875, to November 1, 1875.. 210, 134 374) 16,810,750 
November 1, 1875, to February 1, 1876 215, 365 62 17, 229, 250 













February 1, 1876, to May 1, 1876................ eee 217,955 62:! 17,436, 450 
Total at time of first sale of bonds.................. 2, 160, 963 86 |.............. 
May 1, 1876, to August 1, 1976 ................... 147, 028 75 11, 762, 300 
August 1, 1876, to November 1, 1876. ductuete 121, 784 37} 9, 742, 750 
November I, 1876, to February I, 1877....................... 123, 260 00 9, 860, 800 








Total interest accrued to the fund........ 
Less amount covered into the Treasury 





Available for investment in 5 percents... 





This sum was used to buy $2,403,800 of 1 bonds shown in the statement already 
furnished to you. 

As the bonds were bought at the best obtainable rates, the difference between 
the sum so bought and the interest availabie therefor, namely, $34,931.09, was 
absorbed in paying premium. 

When bonds were sold to pay judgments, namely,on April 24, 1876, $5,383,000; 
August 12, 1876, $2,160,000; and January 22, 1877, $307,000, they were sold with in- 
terest to the buyer running from the nearest interest period; therefore, in the 
sales referred to thefund received the benefit of the interest—in the first sale to 
May 1,1876, in the seeond to August 1, 1876, and in the third to February 1, 1877 

Bonds of the fund to the amount of $7,150,000 and the $2,403,800 purchased 
with accumulated interest were canceled on the 3lst of March, 1877, and cease«! 
to bear interest from that date. 

With these explanations and a reference to the table furnished by the Depart - 
ment on the 23d instant, the receipts and expenditures of the fund, adding $80) 
error in statement of bonds purchased with accrued interest, are shown as fol- 
lows: 





Receipts : 
io ie cael taclalieneaiviteeneinnaanaeeen nies i Ff! 
Interest....... Saal alae arecseecatiepieiisiiinidtia dihtinriniponiedisiniaatiiiiannaengnedstapreamanciongs . 2,562,086 98 
Premium in currency on coin face of bonds sold...................... 992,552 19 
Coin premium on sale of bonds plus currency realized on sale 
Ra ccaivekesn ccitnisewentlits dhemetaunitetitt tidintttnanisevtninacsnaitintilliniete : 335, 100 07 
STII cn snscriviis sus omaiisetmntese Ainibiatasaienimnnnipnetn isan aiinhensied . 19,439,689 24 


34, 931 09 
TN sierra en naneishiineitinbdneguarenaneneanecis. Se 
TTI i <ccenveieuninmichsentedemteabdialinatnanpcninmmendinaens 13, 390, 677 26 


Respectfully, yours, 


Less interest used in payment of premiam on bonds purchased.. 





C. 8. FAIRCHILD, Acting Seeretar; 

Hon. GEoRGE FP. Ep™MunpDs, 

Chairman Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate. 

Mr. HAWLEY. That does not quite harmonize with the statement 
previously read; I do not know the reason why. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yon will find it does harmonize when you study 
it a little. There is no discrepancy. . 

Now, Mr. President, the upshot of this business is, as it seems to me, 
that the act of 1882 said exactly that beyond which we should not go, 
and the amendment of the committee does all of that and, as the Sen- 
ator from Ohio thinks, a little more. I thought the committee were 
unanimous in supposing that the $385,000 mentioned there was totally 
inadmissible; but the House bill according to these reports from the 
Treasury treated this as a private trust, unless I am greatly mistaken 
as to what was the quantum of the premium on the gold fives of 1881 
when this was invested, which does not come in there at all, because it 
does notcharge anything for it. They took it themselves and got their 
par, whereas if the August quotation should answer for the September 
one that I can not find, the gold quotation on that kind of bonds, there 
would be $775, 000 tocome out againstthefund. The committee amend- 
ment putsit upon the act of 1882, only it isa little better than that act 
alone would have done, I think. 

If in that view of the case the Senate wishes to reject this amendment, 
our duty is done. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to say just one word. 
phrase of the act of 1882. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And the last one. 


The Senator quotes one 
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Mr. HOAR. And the last one, and says the amount to be paid out 
shall be the money received from the Geneva award as it was on a cer- 
tain day. I do not think that supports the Senator’s view at all, and 
I do not agree that his bill supports it. The same act says that if 
there shall remain any part of the said money it shall be and remain a 
fund, and it shall be the amount of the Geneva award as it was when 
covered into the Treasury. The Treasury book-keeping kept it just as 
we claim. Section 7 of the act of 1882 provides: 

That the judgments rendered by said court under this act shall be paid by 


the Secretary of the Treasury out of the sum of money paid to the United 
States pursuant to article 7 of the treaty of Washington, and accruing there- 


from, 

The Senator from Vermont omits all those passages. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We have got everything in. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President—— 

Mr. VEST. Will theSenator permit me to say just one word about 
thismatter? I was utterly opposed to the distribution of this fund as 
Congress finally concluded to distribute it. . In other words, I was ut- 
terly opposed, and I am now, to paying one dollar of this amount to what 
are known as the war-premium claimants. But I was overruled in that 
matter and Congress came to the conclusion, as I understand, that they 
should be paid, and, so far as our legislation is concerned, that they 
should be put with the claimants of the first class. 

It makes no sortof difference, if that principle is established, whether 
the surplus money is in the Treasury after paying the claimants of the 
first or even of the second class; the question is, how do you propose to 
pay these people of the third class and to pay these war-premium claim- 
ants? Do you propose to make a distinction between the payment to 
the claimants of the first class and those of the third class? Unques- 
tionably the claimants of the first class have been paid by converting 
the amount of gold into currency, allowing them the interest upon it 
and paying off the judgments rendered in their favor. Now it is pro- 
posed, as I understand, to change that rule, and to say that they shall 
receive the amount of currency, a dollar in currency toa dollar in gold, 
with interest at 5 per cent. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, Currency now being worth the same as gold. 

Mr. VEST. ‘That makes no sort of difference,itseemstome. Iam 
not prepared to change a rule already established as to the payment of 
the first class. I must agree that the Senator from Massachusetts is 
logical, to say the least of it, in his proposition, and that the amend- 
ment proposed by the Judiciary Committee is entirely illogical. At 
the same time, stating it as a logical proposition, I would unquestion- 
ably vote not to give one dollar to those people who are called the war- 
premium claimants. 

Mr. HALE. I move to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine moves that 
the amendment be laid on the table, on which the yeas and nays are 
demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. BERRY (when Mr. Cokr’s name was called). ‘The Senator from 
Texas [Mr. CoKE] is paired with the Senator from New York [Mr. 
EvArts]. The Senator from Texas would vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. COLQUITT (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. CuLLom]. 

Mr. HALE (when Mr. Fry’s name was called). My colleague 
[Mr. Fry] is paired with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps]. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (after having voted in the negative). I voted inai'- 
vertently. I had forgotten my pair, and told the Senator from Maire 
when he went away to have his colleague remind me, if I should for- 
get it. I withdraw my vote. I should vote “nay,’’ and the Senator 
from Maine I suppose would vote *‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. KENNA (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Minnesota [Mr. SABIN]. 

Mr. McMILLAN (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Pike]. If he 
were present, I should vote “‘nay’’ and he would vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. PALMER (when his name was called), Iam paired with the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. I do not know how he 
would vote. 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Wesf Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. I do not know how he 
would vote, and therefore I shall withhold my vote. If he were pres- 
ent, I think I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. RANSOM (when his name was called). 


I am paired with the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGAn]. 


Mr. SPOONER (when his name was called). I am paired generally 
with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. I do not know how he 
would vote, and I therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 


ator from Georgia [Mr. Brown]. 
The roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. CALL. I was requested by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 


BLACKBURN ] to state that he is paired with the Senator from N: 
[Mr. MANDERSON]. 


Mr. BERRY. I desire to announce that my coll 
Arkansas] is paired with the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Harrison], 

Mr. CHACE. Iam paired with the Senator from Maryland [Mr. 
Witsoy]. 

The result was announced—yeas 20, nays 14; as follows: 


e (Mr. JonEs, of 


YEAS—D. 
Allison, Dawes, Hoar, Payne, 
Blair, George, McPherson, Sawyer, 
Bowen, Hale, Mahone, Sewell, 
Cameron, Hampton, Maxey, Stanford, 
Conger, Hawley, Miller, Walthall. 

NAYS—l. 
Beck, Dolph, Mitchell of Oreg., Whitthorne, 
Berry, Eustis, Morrill, Wilson of Iowa. 
Call, Harris, Pugh, 
Cockrell, Ingalls, Sherman, 

ABSENT—42. 

Aldrich, Fair, Logan, Sabin, 
Blackburn, Frye, MeMillan, Saulsbury, 
Brown, Gibson, Manderson, Spooner, 
Butler, Gorman, Mitchell of Pa., ‘Teller, 
Camden, Gray, Morgan, ance, 
Chace, Harrison, Palmer, Van Wyck, 
Coke, Hearst, Pike, Vest, 
Colquitt Jones of Arkansas, Platt, Voorhees, 
Cullom Jonesof Florida, Plumb, Wilson of Md, 
Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, som, 
Evarts, Kenna, Riddleberger, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is not a quorum voting. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask for a call of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSecretary will call the roll of the 
Senate. 

The Secretary called the roll, and 45 Senators answered to their 


names. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The roll-call develops the presence of 
45 Senators—more than aquorum. The question recurs on the motion 
of the Senator from Maine to lay on the table the amendment of the 
Judiciary Committee, upon which the Secretary will call the roll. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). 
Senator from land [Mr. Wiison]. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). 
Senator from Maine [Mr. FryYe]. 

Mr. McMILLAN (when his name was called). On this question | 
am paired with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Pike]. If he 
were here, I should vote ‘* nay’’ and he would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. MANDERSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN]. I do not know how 
he would vote, and therefore refrain from voting. 

Mr. PLATT (when hisname wascalled). Iam paired with the Sena- 
tor from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. 

Mr. SPOONER (when his name wascalled). I announce again that I 
am paired generally with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. GRAy]. | 
do not know how he would vote, and therefore refrain from voting. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. FAIR. I am paired with theSenator from Nevada[Mr. Jones. | 

Mr. GORMAN. I desire to announce my pair with the Senator from 
Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH], but I am informed that the Senator from 
Rhode Island would vote ‘‘ yea’’ upon this proposition. I will ask tlic 
Senator from Maine if that is correct. 

Mr. HALE. I have no doubt that he would. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do you know anything about it? 

Mr. HALE. I do not get it from him directly, but I have no doubt 
about it. I can say that, and the Senator from Maryland may use his 
discretion about it. I have no doubt whatever that he would vote 
aa ea.’ 

Mr. GORMAN. I withhold my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 18; as follows: 


I am paired with the 
Iam paired with the 


YEAS—23. 
Allison, George, McPherson, Sewell, 
Blair Gibson, Maxey, Stanford, 
Bowen, Miller, Vv 
Cameron, Hampton, Payne, Voorhees, 
Conger, Hawley, Plumb, Walthall. 
Dawes, Hoar, Sawyer, 
NAYS—18. 
Beck, Colquitt, I lls. Sherman, 
Berry, Dolph, Mitchell of Oreg., Whitthorne. 
Brown, b Morrill, Wilson of Iowa. 
Call, Harris, Pugh, 
Cockrell, Hearst, Sauilsbury, 
ABSENT—35. 

Aldrich, Fair, Logan, Ransom, 
Blackburn, Frye, MeMillan, Riddleberger, 
ane Gray 1% onae ‘ ~ 

’ er, 
Chace, ' ; Mitchell of Pa., Tel . 
Coke, Jones of Arkansas, Morgan, Vance, 
Cullom, Jones of Florida, Palmer, Van Wyck. 
Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, Pike, Wilson of Md. 

Kenna, Piatt, 


So the amendment was laid on the table. 








1886. 


—— 


Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The act of 1882, after providing for the 
payment of claims thereunder, has the following proviso: 

That the whole amount paid out shall not exceed the amount remaining of 
the Genevaawardand interest, as it was when actually covered into the Treasury. 

The fifth section of the bill proposes to enlarge that sum by increas- 
ing it to the extent of $385,100.07. I now propose an amendment to 
that section, in order that the adjustment of these claims shall rest 
upon the act of 1882 and the amount be determined thereby. There- 
fore I move to amend the bill, in section 5, by striking out after the 
words ‘eighteen handred and eighty-four,’’ in line 16, down to and 
including the word ‘‘cents,’’ in line 21, in the following words: 

Shall be.added the premium realized from the sale of certain bonds in which 
the said fund was invested, namely, the sum of $385,100.07, making $10,089,004. 96. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the amendment be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFCER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I wish to say that that sum never has been 
carried into the Treasury as part of the Geneva award. 

Mr. DAWES. DolI understand that the Senator does not propose to 
have either the premium on the gold or the premium on the bonds a 

of this sam? 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I simply move to strike out that item, which 
is not embraced in the act of 1882. 

Mr.DAWES. That being stricken out and the premium on gold not 
heing added, then the United States would have the benefit of its oper- 
ation, both what it made on the gold and what it made on the bonds, 
would it not? 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Not at all. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not see how else. q 

Mr. HALE. I move to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that question I ask for the yeas and nays. 
onal _ and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to call 

en i 


Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). I am paired on this ques- 
tion with the Senator from Maryland [Mr. WILson]. 

Mr. COKE (when his name was called). I am paired on this ques- 
tion with the Senator from New York [Mr. Evarts]. If he were here, 
I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. I am under the impression that as 
to this particular amendment I was not paired, because I thought that 
we in opinion about it; but for fear that I am mistaken I shall 
wi my vote. 

Mr. Mc LAN (when his name was called). On this subject I am 
paired with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Prke]. I should 
vote “‘ nay’? if he were here. 

Mr. ERSON (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN]. 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. 

Mr. SPOONER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. GRAY]. Ido not know how he would 
vote, and therefore withhold my vote. 

The roll-eall having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 20, nays 15; as follows: 


Iam paired with the 


IT am paired with 


YEAS—20, 
. rge, Hoar, Sewell, 
Bowen, Gibson, Maxey, Stanford, 
Cameron, ale, Miller, Vest, 
Conger, Ham pion, Plumb, Voorhees, 
Dawes, Hawley, Sawyer, Walthall. 
NAYS—15. 
Beck, Colquitt, Ingalls, Saulsbury, 
Berry, Dolph, Mitchell of Oreg., Whitthorne, 
Brown, Harris, Morrill, Wilson of Iowa. 
Cockrell, Hearst, Pugh, 
ABSENT—4I. 
Aldrich, Evarts, MeMillan, Riddleberger, 
Allison, Fair, McPherson, Sabin, 
Blackburn, Frye, Mahone, Sherman, 
Butler, Gorman, Manderson, Spooner, 
Call, Gray, Mitchell of Pa., Teller, 
Camden, Harrison, Morgan, Vance. 
Chace, Jones of Arkansas, Palmer, Van Wyck, 
Coke, Jones of Florida, Payne, Wilson of Md. 
Callom, Jones of Nevada, Pike, 
Edmunds, Kenna, Platt, 
Eustis, 3 Ransom, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. No quorum having voted, the Sec- 
retary will call the roll of the Senate. 
The Secretary called the roll, and 40 Senators answered to their 
names, * 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The roll-call shows the presence of 
forty Senators—more than a quorum. The question recurs on the mo- 
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tion of the Senatar from Maine [Mr. HALE] to lay the amendment of 
the Senator from Iowa [Mr. WILSON] on the table, upon which the 
yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. McMILLAN (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. PIKE]. If he 
were here, I should vote ‘‘nay’’ and he would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON] on this question. 

Mr. SPOONER (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. COKE. I am paired with the Senator from New York [Mr. 
Evarts]. If he were here, I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. MANDERSON. Iam paired with the Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. BLACKBURN]; butasit seems important that there should be more 
votes cast I shall transfer the pair to my colleague [Mr. VAN WycK] 
and vote on this question. I vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair advises Senators, who are 
at liberty so to do, to vote, as there is not yet a quorum voting. 

Mr. BECK. I suppose the vote ought to be announced without de- 
lay. I beg pardon, but I opposed the motion, and I should like to have 
the vote disposed of. 

The result was announced—yeas 25, nays 14; as follows: 





YEAS—25. 
Allison, George, Manderson, Sewell, 
Blair, Gibson, Maxey, Vest, 
Bowen, Hale, Miller, Voorhees, 
Butler, Hampton, Payne, Walthall. 
Cameron, Hawley, Plumb, 
Conger, Hoar, Riddleberger, 
Dawes, Mahone, Sawyer, 
NAYS—l4.” 

Beck, Colquitt, Ingalls, Whitthorne, 
Berry, Dolph. Mitchell of Oreg., Wilson of Iowa. 
Brown, Harris, Morrill, 
Cockrell, Hearst, Pugh, 

ABSENT—37. 
Aldrich, Fair, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Blackburn, Frye, McPherson, Spooner, 
Call, Gorman, Mitchell of Pa., Stanford, 
Camden, Gray, Morgan, Teller, 
Chace, Harrison, Palmer, Vance, 
Coke, Jones of Arkansas, Pike, Van Wyck, 
Cullom, Jones of Florida, Platt, Wilson of Md. 
Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 
Eustis, Kenna, Sabin, 
Evarts, Logan, Saulsbury, 


So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. In order that the distribution of this fund 
may rest wholly upon the act of 1882, I move to strike out the fifth 
section. Inasmuch as preceding legislation has been quoted in opposi- 
tion to the effort which has been made in support of the amendmentof 
the Judiciary Committee, I think it but fair to quote it now, as against 
the other side, and let this whole subject rest where Congress put it by 
the act of 1882. Imove to strike out the fifth section. 

Mr. HALE. That will leave all the clerks unpaid. 
the amendment on the table. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. It does not affect the clerks at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Iowa. 

The CHIEFCLERK. It is proposed to strike out section 5, in the fol- 
lowing words: 


Sec. 5. That the amount which shall be paid out and distributed in payment 
and satisfaction of the judgments of the first and second class which are now 
existing as rendered by the said court against the Geneva award fund, and in 

yment of the expenses, salaries, and other outlays contemplated and provided 
or in this act, and in the act re-establishing the said court, approved June 5, 1882, 
shall be ascertained in the following manner: To the sum of $9.703,904.89, this 
being the amount of the said Geneva award fund remaining in the Treasury, 
as disclosed by the Treasury report of June 30, 1877, and the letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives dated April 22, 1884, shall be added the premium real- 
ized from the sale of certain bonds in which the said fund was invested, namely, 
the sum of $385,100.07, making $10,089,004.96 ; and to this sum shall further be 
added the estimated value of the said furniture and property, as provided forin 
section 4 of this act; and from the aggregate sum so ascertained shall be sub- 
tracted the estimated cost of the services and expenses provided for being esti- 
mated in section 4 of this act, and also the amount provided forin section 1 of 
this act, together with all the other expenses of the court; and from theamount 
so ascertained shall be further deducted the aggregate of the judgments of the 
first class which haye already been paid,and the balance shall be applied as 
follows: First, to the payment of the judgments of the first class yet remaining 
unpaid,as provided in said act approved June 5, 1882, and the residue shall be 
paid out and distributed pro rata upon the judgments in favor of claimants of 
the second class, as provided in said last-named act. And the amounts so ascer- 
tained asaforesaid are, for the purpose of making the payment aforesaid, hereby 
appropriated out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine moves to lay 
the amendment on the table. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Before the Senator submits that motion I 
wish to make a remark. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
draw the motion ? 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw it for a moment. 


I move to lay 


Does the Senator from Maine with- 
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Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I wish tostate that the Senator from Maine 
is mistaken when he says that tostrike out this section will dispose of 
all provision for the payment of clerks as provided for in the act of 
1882. It has been claimed all the time by persons representing these 
claimants since this matter has been pending—— 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator will pardon me; the Comptroller of the 
Treasury has held that the act of 1882 does not warrant any payment 
for those clerks or for the other machinery of the court, the counsel 
who represented the United States, and hasdisallowed all those claims. 
The court was wound up for some time, and then continued by the 
claimants (as it was to be paid out of the fund in the end), paying these 
expenses out of their own pockets. This isnot to refund to those claim- 
ants, but it is to pay the clerks for the last four months. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Butrecently we passed an act through Con- 
gress, and it is now the law, providing for winding up and extending 
the time. 

Mr. HOAR. If my learned friend will pardon me, it shows how a 
little study would help him in this matter, as I have always thought. 
The act we passed the other day provides for extending this thing two 
months beyond the time fixed by law in order that the papers may be 
assorted and properly reported, and for paying the clerks for those two 
menths, but the clerks for the last four months have not received one 
cent and will not without legislation, under the ruling of the Comp- 
troller. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I am glad to have the Senator suggest that 
by a little study of this question I would properly understand it, but 
I understand it quite enough to know that this fifth section is not nec- 
essary. 

Mr. HOAR. If my learned friend studied it correctly, Iam sure he 
would know that the section does provide for the clerks. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I do not agree with the Senator. 

Mr. HALE. I move to lay the amendment on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thequestionison ing to the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Maine that the amendment lie on the table. 

Mr. BECK. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. Wiison]. 

Mr. FAIR (when his name was called). I was paired with the Sen- 
ator from Nevada [Mr. Jonzs], but that pair has been transferred to 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. I vote “yea.” 

Mr. McMILLAN (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Pike]. If he 
were here, I should vote “‘nay’’ and he would vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CampEN]. 

Mr. SPOONER (when his name was called). My pair with the Sen- 
ator from Delaware [Mr. Gray] has been transferred to the Senator 
from Nevada [Mr. Jonzs]. Iam therefore at liberty to vote, and I 
vote ‘* yea.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MANDERSON. In order to make a quorum I transfer my pair 
with the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. BLACKBURN] to my colleague 
[Mr. Van Wyck], and I vote “yea.” 

Mr. COKE. Iam with the Senator from New York [Mr. 
EvArts]. If he were here, I should vote “nay.” 

The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 15; as follows: 


YEAS—27. 
Steen, ae. Hoar, Sewell, 
Sore. a om, Maxey, : Vest, , 
er, . , 
Camer . bei ’ >} i v Ithall 
~~ a Payne, a 
Dawes Hearst, Sawyer, 
NAYS—1b. 
Beck, Cockrell, —_ Saulsbury, 
Colquitt, of Oreg., Whitthorne, 
Brown Dolph, Morrill, _ Wilson of Iowa. 
% Harris, Pugh, 
ABSENT—4#4.. 
Aldrich, Frye, MoeMillan, Riddleberger, 
Blackburn, Gorman, McPherson, Sabin, 
Camden, Gray. Miller, Sherman, 
Chace, ~ Mitchell of Pa., — 
Cullom, Jones of Florida, Palmer, Van Wyck, 
Edmunds, Jonesof Nevada, Pike, Wiison of Md. 
Evarts, Logan, Ransom 


So the amendment was laid on the table. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, and read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is, ‘‘Shall the bill 
Mr. BECK and Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, called for the and na 
and they were ordered. “= Vises £ 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, I understand that the bill as it now 
stands provides for the payment on these claims of the amount of 
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money received by the United States from Great Britain exactly, gi, 
ing up or making good to the claimants the premium which the United 
States made by a sale of gold for- greenbacks, in which a part of the 
former claimants were paid. I understand it provides for that, ang 
for the payment of all the interest which the United States agreed t, 
pay from the time of the reception of the money in 1873 to 1877, whey 
it was covered into the Treasury, and that since that time no interest 
is charged against the United States. 

Understanding the bill to mean that, it receives the approbation o; 
my judgment fully, and I shail vote for it. 

Mr. HOAR. That is it exactly. 

Mr. BECK. I may not have understood the Senator from Iowa ip 
the statement that he made. I should like to know whether we ar, 
paying to these people a premium upon payments made in the Jeg,)- 
tender notes of the country. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Weare paying the premium realized by the 
Government on the sale of the coin and the bonds. We are paying 
in addition thereto interest. In other words, this bill proposes to place 
the United States in the attitude of an ordinary trustee, responsib!c for 
all the additions from those sources which may have been made to the 
fund, and on behalf of claimants who are not, as I stated before, within 
the principles upon which the Geneva award was made, who said they 
were satisfied with the legislation of 1882, who now ask and have o))- 
tained an addition of $385,000 to the provision of the act of 1882. 

Mr. BECK. Which no other claimant on the United States ever did 
receive, so far asI am aware. In other words, it is a bonus given to. 
few people who by skill obtained this award and $385,000 in addition 

Mr. HOAR. The United States gains nothing and losses nothing by 
this transaction. It pays out the money that it got from Great Britain 
which it invested in certain securities and that itsubsequently sold. 1t 

ys the bonus on those securities, and that is all. 

Mr. BECK. And nobody else ever got it. 

Mr. HOAR. It simply does not make a speculation of it. 

Mr. BECK.- The Government has held the money of people for twenty 
years without paying a dollar, and itis the first time this has ever been 
done. _ We have had claims for property of all sorts taken and held {01 
twenty years, and when men have shown that it was held wrongful!) 
for twenty years not one penny of interest was ever paid before. 

Mr. GEORGE. I undersiand the interest we pay now is in pursuance 
of an engagement made by the Congress of the United States in an act 
passed before the reception of the money. Am I correct in that”? 

Mr. HOAR. Youare. 

Mr. GEORGE. Then to repudiate the interest would be repudiating 


the ge ee of the United States. 
The P G OFFICER. The question is, Shall the bill pass’ 


on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. WILson]. 

Mr. COKE (when his name was called). I tm paired with the Sena- 
tor from New York [Mr. Evarts]. If he were here, I should vote 

‘nay.’’ 

Mr. BERRY (when the name of Mr. Jones, of Arkansas, was called 
My colleague {| Mr. Jones, of Arkansas] is paired with the Senator 
from Indiana . Harrison]. If my colleague were here, | think 


he would vote “‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. McMILLAN (when his name was called). On this question | 
am paired with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Prk]. If he 
were here, I should vote “‘ nay’’ and he would vote “‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CamMpEN]. 

Mr. SHERMAN (when his named was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHerson]. If 


he ———— should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. (when his name was called). My pair with the Sen- 
ator from Delaware [Mr. GRAY] has been transferred to the Senator 
from Nevada [Mr. Jones], and therefore I am at liberty to vote. | 
vote “‘ yea.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. GORMAN. Iam with the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. ALDRICH]. I am advised by his colleague [Mr. Crace] that he 
would vote ‘‘yea,’’ and therefore I vote. I vote *‘ yea.’’ : 

Mr. HALE. My [Mr. Frye] isabsent and is paired wit) 
the Senator from Vermont Mr. EpmunpDs|. My colleague would vote 

‘yea. 

Mr. MANDERSON. My pair with the Senator from Kentucky a 

been transferred 





BLACKBURN] has to the Senator from Nebraska | Mr. 
VAN Wyck], and I vote ‘ ” 


The result was annou —yeas 30, nays 13; as follows: 
YEAS—30. 
Allison, Fair, Mahone, Sewell, 
ome Gibesn, — Stanford 
Bowen, Gibson, Maxey, . 
Butler, Gorman, Miller, Vest, 
Cameron, Hale, Morrill, Voorhees, 
. Plumb, 

Dawes, : 








1e 
id 


to 
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a. 
NAYS—13. 
Beck, Cockrell, Mitchell of Oreg., Wilson of Iowa. 
Berry. Colquitt, P > 
Brown, Harris, Saulsbury. 
Call, Hearst, Whitthorne, 
ABSENT—33, 
Aldrich, Frye, MeMillan, Sabin, 
Blackburn, Gray, McPherson, Sherman, 
Camden, eHarrison, Mitchellof Pa., Teller, 
Chace, Ingalls, Morgan, Vance, 
Coke, Jones of Arkansas, Palmer, Van Wyck, 
Cullom, Jones of Florida, ' Pike, Wilson of Md. 
Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, Platt, 
Eustis, Kenna, Ransom, 
Evarts, Logan, Riddleberger, 
So the bill was passed. 


UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate resumes the consideration 
of the unfinished business, which is the bill (S. 714) to establish a un’- 
form system of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the Senator from Massachusetts in charge of 
the bill pending before the Senate to allow me to make a report from 
the Committee on Appropriations, and to have the bill considered this 


afternoon. 

Mr. HOAR. Itis now Friday afternoon at 30’clock. Idonot think 
the Senate would like to have the bankruptcy bill taken up and read 
(it is a long bill) at this late hour in the week, and I should like unani- 
mous consent that it may stand as the unfinished business for Monday, 
as it now stands; and the Senator from Iowa can then proceed with his 
appropriation bill, if that will be agreeable to the Senate. 

Mr. CONGER. At what time on Monday ? 

Mr. HOAR. At2o’clockon Monday. It would be so without con- 
sent. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Massachusetts asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate that the bankruptcy bill be con- 
sidered as the unfinished business of theday. Isthereobjection? The 
Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 


SPECIAL DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. ALLISON. I am instructed by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8762) making appropriations 
tosupply deficiencies in the appropriations for public printing, pensions, 
and pay of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886, toreport 
it with amendments, and I ask unanimous consent that it may be now 
considered. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 

to consider the bill. ~ 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Appropriations with 
amendments. The first amendment was, in line 14, after the word 
“State,”? to strike out “‘and;’’ in line 15, after the word ‘‘ Depart- 
ment,”’ to insert ‘‘ Court of Claims and Library of Congress; and in line 
19, before the word ‘‘ thousand,’’ to strike out ‘‘twenty-nine’’ and in- 
sert ‘‘ thirty-three;’’ so as to make the clause read: 

ee public bin: , and for paper for the public print- 
ing, i cost of printing the debates and proceedings of Congress in 
the ConGRESssTONAL RecorpD, and for lithographing, mapping, and engraving 
of State, the Sooene. 


for both Houses of Congress, the . Treasury 
ment, Court of Claims, and Library including salaries or compen- 
sation of all necessary clerks and employés, for r (by the day, piece, or con- 


tract), and forall the necessary materials which — be needed in the prosecution 
of the work, $233,000; and from the said sum hereby appropriated printing and 
binding be done by the Public Printer to the amounts following, respect- 
ively emai be. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after line 25, to insert: 

For the Court of Claims, $2,500, and for the Library of Congress, $1,500. 

Se as to read: 
gad as ates for Co including the proceedings and debates, 

for the State ¢. $5,000; for th Department, $24,000 ; 

for the bourt of Giaime, $2,500; ana for the Liheny of Conguens $2,500. ss 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘‘ pay of the Army,”’ 
to strike out from line 37 to line 43, inclusive, as follows: 

That so much of the balance of the appropriation f. of th 
Senne ent peat June 20, 1888, ne may be required. not te exceed 


hereby reappropriated and available to supply a deficiency in 
the appropriation for pay of the Army for the fiscal year ing June 30, 1886. 


And in lieu thereof to insert: 
quan the tee 5 teeny ap for ihe Sena year ending June 30, 1886, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 
a unt tmendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
bill was read the third time, and passed. 

ADDITIONAL LIFE-SAVING STATIONS. 

CONGER. I ask consent of the Senate at this time to take up 
bill reported from the Committee on Commerce, which has passed 


z ve 


F 
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the House, to establish additional life-saving stations. I move to take 
it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 6975) to establish addi- 
tional life-saving stations. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Commerce with amend- 
ments, in line 14, after the word ‘ Virginia,’’ to insert ‘‘ one at Lynn- 
haven Inlet, Virginia;’’ and in line 20, after the word ‘‘ Mackinaw,”’ 
to insert ‘“‘ one at or near Duluth, Lake Superior;’’ so as to make the 
bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 
establish additional life-saving stations upon the sea and lake coasts of the 
United States as follows: One at or near Point Allerton, Massachusetts; one at 


such point between the Parmet River life-saving station and the south end of 
Nansett Beach, Cape Cod, Massachusetts, as the General Superintendent of the 
Life-Saving Service may recommend; oneat or near Cape Poge, Massachusetts ; 
one at or near Cuttyhunk, Massachusetts; one on the northwest side of Block 
Island, Rhode Island; one on the coast between Point Judith: and Watch Hill, 
Rhode Island; one on Fisher’s Island, Long Island Sound; one at or near Fish- 
erman’s Island, Virginia; one at Lynnhaven Inlet, Virginia; one at or near 
Oak Island, North Carolina; one at or near Old Topsail! Inlet, North Carolina; 
one at or near Plum Island, Lake Michigan; one at South Manitou Island, Lake 
Michigan; one at South Chicago, Ill.; one at or near Bois Bianc Island, Straits 
of Mackinaw; one at or near Duluth, Lake Superior; one at or near Point 
Adams, Oregon; one at such point between Point Reyesand Point Diable, Cal- 
ifornia, as the General Superintendent of the Life-Saving Service may recom- 
mend; one at such point between Point San José and Point Lobos, California, 
as the General Superintendent of the Life-Saving Service may recommend ; one 
on Lake Ontario, New York, at or near the mouth of the Niagara River, as the 
General Superintendent of the Life-Saving Service may recommend. 


The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CONGER. I move that the Senate insist on its amendments, 
and ask for a conference on the disagreeing votes between the two 
Houses on the amendments to this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the President pro tempore was authorized 
to appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. ConGEk, 
Mr. McMILLAN, and Mr. GORMAN were appointed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BLAIR. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
special pension bills favorably reported. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Hampshire 
moves that the Senate proceed to the consideration of pension bills. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DOLPH. I hope the Senator will give way to me for a local 
measure of importance. 

Mr. BLAIR. Is it likely to lead to debate ? 

Mr. DOLPH. I think not. 

Mr. BLAIR. I yield for a moment. 

FORFEITURE OF OREGON WAGON-ROAD GRANTS. 

Mr. DOLPH. I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
Senate bill 2437, which has received the favorable report of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. It relates to lands entirely within the State 
of Oregon. The delegation from Oregon have agreed upon it. 

Mr. BLAIR. That is a very important bill. 

Mr. DOLPH. It isa matter that received the investigation of the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BLAIR. I will not object if it does not lead to debate. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. 2437) providing in certain cases for 
the forfeiture of wagon-road grants in the State of Oregon. 

Mr. PLATT. Is there a report ? 


Mr. DOLPH. There is. 

Mr. PLATT. Is it long? 

Mr. DOLPH. it is somewhat long. 

Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator make a statement ? 

Mr. DOLPH. I will if it is desired. The Senator from Connecticut 


asks me to make a statement in regard to this bill. 

In 1864 an act was passed by Congress making a grant of land to the 
State of Oregon to aid in the construction of a wagon-road from Eugene 
City to the eastern boundary of the State. In 1866 a similar act was 
passed making a grant to aid in the construction of a wagon-road from 
Albany to the eastern boundary of the State. In 1867 an act was 
passed making a grant of lands to the State of Oregon to aid in the 
construction of a wagon-road from Dalles City to Fort Boisé, on the 
Snake River. By the terms of the acts the certificate of the governor 
of the State as to the completion of the road was to be the evidence on 
which the Interior Department was to act in the selection of the granted 
lands. 

These certificates were duly made showing the construction of the 
roads within the time provided and in the manner prescribed in the acts 
of Congress, and thereafter the Secretary of the Interior proceeded to 
certify the lands to the State as they were surveyed and for consider- 
able portions to issue patents under an act which was subsequently 
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passed authorizing patents in such cases, although it was not necessary 
as the grants were grants in prasenti. 

It is now alleged by the State of Oregon and by numerous citizens of 
the State that the roads were not in fact constructed as required by the 
acts of Congress and that the certificates of the several governors of the 
State, Governors Gibbs, Woods, and Grover, were fraudulent and fraud- 
ulently obtained, and the State of Oregon has by a memorial of its Leg- 
islature requested Congress to take some action looking to the forfeiture 
- these grants and the restoration of the lands granted to the public 
domain. 

The case is one in which Congress can not settle the title. It is not 
like the case of an act making a grant of lands upon condition where 
there is no claim that the condition has been performed. A suit is re- 
quired to set aside the certificate of the governors, to try the question 
whether the roads have been completed in accordance with law, and toset 
aside the patents issued for portions of the lands. The committee came 
to the conclusion that that is all that can be done, that the questions in- 
volved are judicial questions, and they propose therefore, by this bill, 
to refer the whole matter to the courts, to direct the Attorney-General 
to bring a suit as to each one of these three wagon-road grants men- 
tioned in the bill, which amount in theaggregate to over 2,000,000 acres, 
to determine the question in each case as to whether the roads were 
constructed within the time prescribed by the granting act and in ac- 
cordance with the terms of the granting act; as to the effect of the cer- 
tificate of the governor as to the timely and proper construction of the 
roads, and to set aside patents which have been issued, and, in short, 
to settle the title to all this land, 

It is a matter of sound public policy that that should be done. The 
existence of such large tracts of land with unsettled titles must nec- 
essarily be detrimental to the prosperity of the State. Theclaim now 
made by the State is a cloud on the titles of the t holders of the 
grants; and nothing seems to be practical (the questions involved be- 
ing judicial and not legislative) except to refer the case to the courts 
and to provide for a speedy determination of the title. 

The bill has been carefully considered by the Committee on Public 
Lands. The Senators from the State are agreed as to the form of the 
bill. The lands all lie within the Stateof Oregon. ‘The action of the 
yee sae has been taken at the request of the Legislature of the State 
of Oregon. 

Mr. PLATT. I see this bill provides that the Attorney-General 
shall bring suit ‘‘against all persons, firms, and corporations claiming 
to own or to have an interest in the lands,’’ and I suppose in any of 
them. Further along it provides for saving and preserving the rights 
of all bona fide purchasers “‘ for a valuable Geethivciion if any such 
there be.’’ Is it intended to bring suit against bona fide purchasers? 

Mr. DOLPH. The question of who are bona fide purchasers must be 
determined by the courts. mgress can notdetermineit. Theinten- 
tion is to direct the Attorney-General to bring suit aoiaet persons who 
hold more than a section of the land. The committee thought the 
small holders who have acquired title from the grantees of the State 
and are occupying the land for homes ought not to be subjected to the 
trouble and expense of a suit; and, therefore, have excepted from the 
operation of the bill those is who are in actual possession and are 
cultivating these lands. The title to the great bulk of the lands will 


be determined in the suit or suits to be brought under the provisions of 


this bill, and it will be for the court to determine whether there are or 
can be any bona fide purchasers.’ Congress can not do that. To under- 
take to forfeit the granted lands without giving the owners of the grants 
an opportunity to show that they are bona fide purchasers the commit- 
tee thought would be very unjust, as well as beyond the power of Con- 
The protection of their rights is provided for; but they must 

establish them in accordance with law. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The preamble was agreed to. 


JAMES E. WALTER. 


Mr. COLQUITT. With the consent of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, I ask to take up Order of Business 323, being the bill (S. 1064) 
for the relief of James E. Walter. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. 1064) for the relief of James 
E. Walter was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
the Secretary of War to pay to James E. Walter, late contractor for 
dredging the harbor of Brunswick, Ga., 23 cents per cubic yard for 12,- 
000 cubic yards of hard excavation in the harbor of Brunswick, less 13} 
cents per cubic yard already paid him on account of the excavation, 
amounting after the deduction to $1,095; the additional payment hav- 
ing been recommended by the Secretary of War as a fair and just com- 
pensation. for the work. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, requested the Senate to return to the House of Represent 
the bill (8. 891) granting a pension to Geriah Collins. 
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HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills from the House of Representatives were sey er. 


ally 
A bill (H. R. 3257) for the relief of 8. E. Scarborough; and ™ 
A bill (H. R. 7809) tor the relief of Edwin Stevens. 


OPIUM TRAFFIC WITH CHINA. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senfte the following 


message from the President of the United States; which was referre; 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


I herewith transmit a report from the Secretary of State, dated the 191), ;, 


stant, touching the necessity of a to carry into effect the provisions of 
Article LI of the treaty between 

1880, for the repressi 

legislation to fulfil that treaty promise of this Government be provided without 
further delay. 


United States and China of November 17 
ion of the opium traffic, and recommend that appropriate 


GROVER CLEVELAND. 

EXEcUTIVE Mansion, Washinglon, May 21, 1886, 
GERIAH COLLINS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 


request from the House of Representatives: 


In THE House OF REPRESENTATIVES, May 21, 1886, 
Ordered, That the Clerk be directed to request the Senate to return to the 


mange of Representatives Senate bill No. 891, granting a pension to Geriah (o}- 
ns. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the request 


of the House of Representatives will be agreed to. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT CAPE CHARLES CITY. ~ 
Mr. MAHONE. With the consent of the Senator from New Hamp- 


shire I ask leave to take up Order of Business 982, being the bill (H. 


R. 5789) to amend section 2552 of the Revised Statutes of the United 


States. It will lead to no discussion, or I would not ask indulgence at 
the hands of the Senator from New Hampshire. 


- Mr, PLATT. Let that be read subject to objection. 
The Chief Clerk read the bill; and, there being no objection, the 


Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider it. It 
proposes to amend paragraph 1 of section 2552 of the Revised Statutes 
by striking out ‘‘C : 
Charles City;’’ so that it will read ‘‘ Cape Charles City shall be the port 
of entry.”’ 


*? in the sixth line, and inserting ‘‘ Cape 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THE POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the action of 


_the House of Representatives on the amendments of the Senate to the 


bill (H. R. 5887) making appropriations for the service of the Post- 
Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887. 

On motion of Mr. PLUMB, it was ‘3 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on its amendments to the said bill disagreed 
to by the House of Representatives, to the amendment of the House to 
the amendment of the Senate to bill, and ask a conference witli the 
House of ves on the votes of the two Houses thereon. 

By unanimous consent the President pro was authorized to 

si the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. PLump, Mr. 

MAnONE, and Mr. CALL were appointed. 


CONSIDERATION OF PENSION BILLS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Thefirst pension bill on the Calendar 
will now be proceeded with. 
Mr. BLAIR. The first pension bill in order is Order of Business 874. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Before proceeding, as these pension 
bills are acted on rapidly, being very brief, the Chair calls the attention 
of Senators to the titles of the bills as read, so that there may be no 


question. 
Mr. BLAIR. There are no bills to be called up unless those that are 
favorably reported. 
LUCY ANN DREW. 


The bill (H. R. 6502) granting a pension to Lucy Ann Drew was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Lucy Ann Drew, widow of Samuel Drew, late 
a private in the First Regiment New York Engineers. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ELLEN SHEA. 

The bill (S. 924) granting a pension to Ellen Shea, was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committeeon Pensions with an amen(- 
ment, after the w ~ ion-roll,’’ in line 4, to strike out “‘on the 
evidence now on file in the office of the Commissioner of Pensions; ’ °° 
as to make the bill read: 

That Secretary terior hereby, au- 
eS pay ees = on = etn emdeab abtioe Hesitations and 


poovepene of tho gene’ laws, the nameof Ellen 8 mother of Michac! Shea, 
of Company A, Thirteenth Illinois Volunteers, wt 





ww & 
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The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed: 

Mr. SAULSBURY. None of us know anything about these bills. 
There ought to be some explanation of the merits of the bills. 

Mr. BLAIR. ‘There are printed reports in every case which have 
been on the files of the Senate ever since the cases have been on the 
Calendar, which is more than a month. 


AARON C. JOHNSON. 


The bill (H. R. 4905) granting a pension to Aaron C. Johnson was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
ion-roll the name of Aaron C. Johnson, late lieutenant-colonel of 
the One hundred and seventy-eighth Ohio Volunteers, and now a res- 
ident of Linden, Dallas County, Iowa. 
The bill was reported to, the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARY B. CARLL. 


The bill (H. R. 1106) granting a pension to Mary B. Carll was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mary B. Carll, widow of Erastus B. Carll, late 
a lieutenant of Company F, Second Regiment of Massachusetts V olup- 
teers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHRISTIAN SMARZO. 


The bill (H. R. 4903) granting a pension to Christian Smarzo was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the nameof Christian Smarzo, employé at Quartermaster’s 
ee, United States Army. 

Mr, COCKRELL. I should like to have the report read in that case 
of Smarzo. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Sew- 
ELL April 27, 1886. 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill granting a pen- 
sion to Christian Smarzo, have examined the same, and report as follows: 

The committee have examined the papers in this case thoroughly, and find 

Sn of the House Committee on Invalid Pensions, though brief, yetcom- 
P 


rat its statement of the facts. They therefore adopt said report, which is 
as follows: 
“That Christian Smarzo was an e mplovst in the Quartermaster’s Department, 
United States Army, during the war rebellion, and that whileso employed 
as a fireman on a locomotive cugine. ne near Big Shanty, Ga., on the 25th of Sep- 
tember, 1864, the train was ed and captured by the enemy; claimant was 
wounded by agunshot wound in left side, taken prisoner, held as such for three 
meee. ey Sanowanes for three months, and then returned to same dut 
§ is application oo ome was rejected on the ground that ‘he was not in 
the ho airy service of nited States at the date of receiptof wound.’ Itis 
t was not enlisted and mustered into the service, but he was per- 
pana ny a most perilous yet meritorious service, one that required a very high 
order of co and soldierly valor. He was wounded and taken prisoner 
while at his of duty, and as richly deserves reward as does he who fought 
with gun or sword.”’ 


This committee concur in the foregoing seeten. and unite with the House 
committee in recommending the passage of the bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


POLLY HALL. 


The bill (H. R. 3141) granting a pension to Polly Hall was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro to place on the pension- 
ie Se name of Polly Hall, dependent mother of Amos L. Hall, late 

y G, Fourth Regiment of Michigan Infantry V olunteers. 

as; LAIR. That bill, if I recollect, was one where there was a 
probability of favorable action by the Commissioner of Pensions, which 
would give the claimant arrears. I ask that it be passed over. 

The ENT protempore. There is a memorandum on the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. What is the memorandum ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is indorsed ‘‘ indefinitely post- 

Mr. BLAIR. - Then the application must have been allowed at the 
Pension Office. Let the bill indefinitely postponed. 

The bill was postponed indefinitely. 

AMANDA HOUSELL. 

The bill (H. R. 3546) granting a pension to Amanda Housell was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Amanda Housell (together with her minor 
children), widow of John M. Honsell, late a private in Company K, 
First t Maryland Infantry Volunteers. 

Mr. Let the report be read in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SewELL 


The 27, 1886: 
Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3546) grant- 
a pension to Amanda Housell, have examined the same, and report as 


The committee, upon apoce consideration of this case, find the facts distinct] 
set oa in the ane of the House Committee on Invalid Pensions, as fol- 


a from the in this case that John M. Housell, the husband 
of enlisted August 13, in Company C, Fourth Regiment New Jer- 
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sey Volunteers, and was discharged October 29, 1862, upon a surgeon's certificate 
of disability because of ‘ chronic diarrhea, which resists gli treatment; sick six 
months.’ He re-enlisted June 20, 1864,in Company E, Eighth Regiment Mary- 
land Volunteers, and was transferred to Company K, First Regiment Maryl: und 
Volunteers, and was mustered out August 1, 1865, at Washington, D. C., upon in- 

dividual muster-out roll, as from general hospital, Alexangria, Va. The records 
of Lickle Hospital, Virginia, show that he was discharged from the service Aug- 
ust 4, 1265, and was paid in full on same date at Wsshington, D.C.,since which 
date his whereabouts have been unknown. 

“ The claimant, believing her husband to be dead, filed a claim for pension as 
widow April 9, 1881, and the claim was rejected on the ground *‘ that there is no 
record at the War Department of the date and cause of death of the soldier, and 
the claimant bas declared her inability to prove the same.’”’ 

The case was appealed to the honorable Secretary of the Interior. 
mitting the papers, the Commissioner of Pensions says: 

“Whether his death was actually caused by the disease contracted in the serv- 
ice, or by events not due to his service, is a question that can not be determined 
by the facts before us. 

“The Commissioner has no authority under the law to presume a result; he 
must decide questions on the facts presented, and in this instance it is clear that 
the soldier’s death can not be definitely charged to the service. The case seems 
to be worthy of consideration by Congress with a view to special legislation to 
give title.” 

The Secretary of the Interior sustained the action of the Commissioner of 
Pensions in rejecting the claim, and in his opinion uses the following language: 

‘* The presumption that the soldier is dead is very great, and the presumption 
that he died ffom chronic diarrhea and shortly after discharge is also great. 
The Department concurs in the opinion expressed in your report, quoted above, 
that you have no authority under the law to grant a pension in this case; and 
further, the Department concurs with you in the opinion that the case seems 
worthy of special legislation.” 

All the evidence goes to prove the good health and physical soundness of the 
soldier prior to enlistment, and further, bears out the expressed opinion of the 
Secretary of the Interior that his death occurred soon after his discharge. 

This committee concur in the recommendation made by the said House com- 
mittee that the bill do pass. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move to strike out the words “ together with 
her minor children.’’ It seems this man must have died about 1865; 
so that I do not think there are many minor children now. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I rise to inquire if the report or the bill 
discloses who introduces it and when it was introduced ? 

Mr. BLAIR. This is a House bill, and I do not know who intro- 
duced it. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. 
show ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It was introduced in the House of 
Representatives. It is a House bill, and the papers do not show who 
introduced it in the House. The report was made by the Senator from 
New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Reported from the Committee on Pensions by 
the Senator from New Jersey; but neither the bill nor the report shows 
by whom it was introduced inthe House. Is that what I understand ? 

Mr. BLAIR. That is the fact. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is nothing before the Senate 
to show who introduced the bill in the House. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I simply want it understood that these 
measures are something that, as one of the younger members, I do not 
understand. I have no information about them, and I do not think 
my colleague has any. They are coming down from ancient times. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed 


In trans- 


Does not either the bill or the report 


JOHN D. JAMES. 


The bill (H. R. 3753) granting a pension to John D. James was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of John D. James, late a private in Company H, 
Third Regiment Pennsylvania Artillery Volunteers. 

Mr. PLATT. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SewELnh 
on the 27th of April, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3758) grant- 
ing a pension to John D. James, have examined the same, and report as fol- 
ows: 
‘The committee find the report of the Honse Committee on Invalid Pensions 
to be full and accurate as to the evidence and facts in this case,and therefore 
present and adopt the same as their report. It is as follows: 
“John D. James, late private Company H, Third Regiment Pennsylvania Ar- 
tillery, filed his application for pension March 29, 1882, alleging disability from 
spinal wound received at Baltimore pike, Maryland, June 30, 1363, caused by 
his horse falling and by such fall the hammer of his revolver pe netrated his 
spine and caused injury. The application was rejected May 23, 1855, on the 
ground that there was no record of alleged injury. The dabeoed proved that 
rior to the time of enlistment he was in good sound health and was free from 
njury to spine. 
“Tt are rts from Surgeon-General show that he entcred Sutterlie general 
hospital, West Philadelphia, Pa., July 5, 1963, with rheumatism, the case-book 
showing debility, headache, and considerable pains in side and limbs, and after 
being transferred from one hospital to another was returned to duty December 7, 
3 being discharged from Convalescent Camp, Virginia, January 16, 1864, upon 
ce eof disability. The reports from Adjutant-General] show that claimant 
enlisted in said company October 31, 1862,and the rolls for July and August re- 
port him net, sick i in United States general hospital at Chester, Pa.,to De- 
— 81, 1863, January and February, 1864, and discharged for disability at 
ashington, D. C., January 16, 1864, the nature of illness not stated, and the regi- 
be ital records not on file. 
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“Dr. F. J. Bancroft, the surgeon of the regiment, testifies that claimant was a 
sound man prior to his enlistnent; that he knew him before his enlistment into 


the service, and examined him at the time of his enlistment, and found no weak- 

ness of the spine existedatthattime. He further says that he believes he treated 
him for injury to#pine during term of service. Claimant expressed his inability 
to furnish the testimony of the officers or comrades of his company, because he 
has never been able to ascertain their whereabouts; that the cu in, he has 
been informed, is dead, and his comrades so scattered about that it is im possi- 


ble to find them ; that one is in Germany, but though havi written him re- 
peatedly bas never heard from him. It } shown that si nas iiedieieneeaiete 

ant has been a constant sufferer from spinal derangement and — to per- 
form anything but light labor, and laid up with illness resulting from derange- 
ment of the spine a considerable part of the time, and in the enjoyment of very 
poor health, and inca ss for even light labor fully one-half the time. The 
medical evidence filed shows frequent treatment since discharge for spinal de- 


rangement, and the examining surgeon, in reporting claimant two-thirds inca- 
pac itated for manual labor, sa 


‘I find there has been an njury 8 at about the eleventh dorsal contain, and 

= tender for about 6 inches, and remember him being in ———- ital 
or several months in 1878, with trouble in his back. He says he is not able to 
lift a pail of water without ‘causing pain in the back.’ 

“ Your committee believe Unis to be a deserving case, and though claimant 
has been unable to prove it, from the evidence presented and hospital records 
are of the opinion the injury to spine was contracted, as al in the serv- 
ice and line of duty, and therefore recommend the passage of the bill." 

In this belief and recommendation this committee concur. 


fr. PLATT. I simply want to say that I think it is | exeeodingly 
doubtful whether this injury was received in the way claimed or not. 
Mr. CAMERON. The surgeon who examined the man does not seem 
to think it was doubtful. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ALONZO MAYNARD. 


The bill (H. R. 3478) granting an increase of pension to Alonzo May- 
nard, was considered as in Committee ef the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension-roll the nameof Alonzo Maynard, late a private in 
Company I, Eleventh Connecticut Volunteers, at the rate of $40 per 
month, in lien of the pension he is now recei 

The bill was reported to the Senate withoct amendment; ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARGARET CALLANAN. 

The bill (H. R. 4134) for the relief of Margaret Callanan was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Margaret Callanan, of Orange, N. J., widow 
of Eugene Callanan, late a private in Company F, Second Regiment 
New Jersey Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ROSE A. M’MANUS. 

The bill (H. R. 4884) granting a ion to Rose A. McManus was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll] the name of Rose A. McManus, widow of Isaac McManus, 
who was captain of Company G, One hundred and second Regiment of 
Illinois Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


NATHAN HILDABRANT. 


The bill (H. R. 4586) for the relief . — Hildabrant was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. roposes to place on the pen- 
sion-rol] the name of Nathan Hildabrant, a nare of Company A, Thirty- 
first Regiment New Jersey Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM PAUGH. 

The bill (H. R. 2070) granting a —_ to William Pangh was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Who It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of William Paugh, late a private in Company A, 
Sixty-ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. ELLEN M. BOGGS. 

The bill (S. 722) for increase of pension to Mrs. Ellen M. Boggs was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 8, after 
the word ‘‘ month, to strike out: 

To commence at the time of the death of her said husband, to = ee 


day of March, D. 1875, and to continue during her li That 
all poueene & made to the said Elien M. Bogge by way of pension 


And in lieu thereof to insert: 
In lieu of the amount now received by law. 
So as to make the bill read: 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Sewer, 
April 27, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 722) for increase 
of pension to Mrs. Ellen M. Boggs, having examined the same, do report as fo!- 
lows: 

William Brenton Boggs, deceased, was a pay director in the Navy for many 
years, his entire period of service covering a quarter of acentury. His recorié 
as an officer was without a flaw, while his gallantry was conspicuous. 

The committee present, and make a part of their report, "the following com. 
munication from Admiral Porter relating to this case: 


Orrice oF THE ADMIRAL, Washington, D. C., December 13, 1890, 

My Dear Mapam: I regret to hear that the letter I wrote you in regard io 
your late husband's services has been lost, either in the Naval Committee room, 
orin the Pension Office. It will, however, make little difference, as I can te}| 
you pretty much what I embodied in neae former communication. 

0 eee one period I commanded the Mississippi squadron we had a large 

some 600 feet long, as ouse for the squadron. This was 
set on fire one night in the year 1864 by means of a torpedo, and the flames 
spread so rapidly that it was with the utmost difficulty those on board escaped 
to the shore. The different pay officers of the on had all their accounts 
and the public money on board this vessel. 

At the time of the fire your late husband, William B. Boggs, occupied the 
position of fleet paymaster of the Mississippi squadron, and slept on board the 
vessel to guard the public papers and money. He was the only one during 
the conflagration who did not leave his post, — forcing his way through the 
flames he succeeded in securing his books and papers, and then worked his 
way to the roof of the wharf, winnae be jumped evecbonsd and succeeded in 
saving his most valuable papers. 

This was not done until his clothing was burned off and he was nearly scorched 
toa cinder. I saw him an hour after the accident, and a more dreadful burn- 
ing I never witnessed. 

For many months his life was despaired of, and when he was able to move 
about he was so marked that his most intimate friends would searcely know 
him 

No doubt his death was greatly hastened by the terrible shock his constitu 
Pap nanan a at that time. I am satisfied that the stern bravery shown by 

mestan Dame on the occasion =e his widow to a pension as much as if 
the vadinn tat been formed in 

It was not the excitement of battle that sustained him, but a heroic effort to 
preserve the Government accounts, the loss of which would have compelled the 
payment of large sums of money by the Departmentto persons who had no rea! 
claim for compensation. I look upon this action of Mr. Boggsas one of the most 
heroic which came under my observation during the war. It was a case where 
a man battled with the flames with almost a certainty of losing his life. With all 
due —_ for our legislators I am of the opinion the widow of Paymaster 
disabled as much — toa pension as the widow of any other officer who was 


a 
deep compactly and truly yours, 
ee DAVID D. PORTER, Admiral. 


ee es 
duct. I think if 
matter they will not ae to do justice in the 
DAVID D. PORTER. 

a death of Pay Director Boggs left the claimant, his widow, in very strait- 

ed circumstances, and the committee, believing her condition to be such as 
to woseent dhe peapensd incstnee, peorananen the passage of the bill as 
amended, to wit: 


“ Strike out on line 8, — the word “ month,” the rest of the section, with 
and insert the 


= . following: ‘in lieu of the amount now received by 
Ww. ” 

Mr. COCKRELL. The amenmentis proper; but I desire to say that 
I am opposed to all bills ZS to these large amounts, 


and this is one of them, but I not take the time of the Senate in 
meee it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

JANE D. MUMFORD. 

The bill (S. 1184) granting a ion to Jane D. Mumford was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-rol] the name of Jane D. Mumford, mother of Dudley C. Mumford, 
late captain of Company G, Nineteenth Massachusetts Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to ‘the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HENRY B. VERY. 

The bill (S. 2105) granting a pension to Henry B. Very was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Henry B. V ery, late a private in Company A, 
Twelfth Rhode Island Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

SAMUEL E. TRACY. 

The bill (S. 1660) oageee een, Tracy was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the e. It proposes on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Samuel E. Tracy, late of the of the ‘Gaited States Navy. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without a, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ANN E. TEW. 
The bill (S. 161) ting a pension to Ann E. Tew was considered 
as in Committee of of the Whole. 


The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 6, after 
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the word “‘ volunteers,’’ to strike out “‘at the rate of $50 per month”’ 
and insert ‘‘subject to the an and limitations of the pension 
laws;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Ann E. Tew, 
widow of George W. Tew, late colonel of the Fifth Khode Island Volunteers, 
subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

ISAAC N. HAWKINS. 


The bill (H. R. 7519) to increase the pension of Isaac N. Hawkins 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes that the 
pension now granted to Isaac N. Hawkins, late a captain in the Sev- 
enty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, be increased to $36 per 
month. 

The bill was reported to,the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


STEPHEN SAUER. 


The bill (II. R. 5038) for the relief of Stephen Sauer was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 6, after 
the name ‘‘Stephen Sauer,’’ to insert ‘‘dependent father of George 
Sauer;”’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c,., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, author- 
jzed and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and lim- 


{tations of the pension laws, the name of Stephen Sauer, dependent father of 
George Sauer, formerly a member of the Fourth Battery, ‘Wisconsin State Vol- 


unteers. 

The amend ment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


SARAH GREGG. 


The bill (H. R. 5937) granting a pension to Sarah Gregg was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Mrs. Sarah Gregg, late a nurse in the military 
hospitalsof the warof the rebellion, with a pension at the rate of $12 
per month. 

Mr. COCKRELL, Let the report in that case be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Saw- 
YER, April 27, 1886: 

‘The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5937) grant- 
ing a pension to Sarah Gregg, have examined the same, and adopt the House 
—— recommend the passage of the bill. / 

well-authenticated papers filed with the committee, it appears that Sa- 
rah Gregg now resides in the city of Ottawa, State of Lllinois, and has resided 
there for am vena that on or about the Ist of January, 1863, she volunteered 
and entered tal service of the United States, and from thenceforward 
until about the 20th of June, 1865,she gave her entire time and service to 
the care of the sick wounded so of the Union Army; that she was lo 
cated as follows: From January 1, 1863, to Fe 5of the same year, at Mound 
City, Ill.; from the 10th of February to the 25th of May, 1863, at Camp Stebbins, 
near Ottawa, lil.; from the Ist of June to the 23d of that month, on board the 
City of Alton, in an expedition down the Mississippi River to bring sick and 
wounded soldiers from Vicksburg; from the 29th of January, 1864, tothe 20th of 
aa 1865, as matron of the general hospital at Camp Butler, near Springfield, 


Your committee further state that the facts above set forth are fully corrobo- 
rated by the statements of William M. Daily, ital lain, United States 
Army, on duty in general hospital, Camp Butler, Illinois; by H. B. Buck, assistant 
surgeon S tals and ne a tals $ Seren, 
surgeon States volunteers, in charge gene osp ; and the cer- 
tifieate and warn: commendation of nearly one hundred sick and wounded sol- 
diers who testify to the tender and faithful service rendered them by Mrs. 


G 
The worthy hospital nurse and matron is now seventy-six years of age and 
reduced to poverty,and on this account only now asks that i 
valuable service to the Union Army may be rewarded by a pension. 
Y opinion that the bill ought to pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MARY HILL. 
The bill (H. R. 5085) for the relief of Mary Hill was consideré@# as 
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name of Mary 
Hill, a nurse in the Army, on the pension-roll, at the rate of $25 per 


month. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered toa 
SILAS CORZATT. 


as in Committee of the Whole. It to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Silas Corzatt, late a private in Company K, Second 


bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ge 
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WILLIAM BOONE. 

The bill (H. R. 473) granting a pension to William Boone was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of William Boone, late a private in Company F, 
Eighty-eighth Indiana Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JANNET E. B. SMITH. 

The bill (H. R. 607) granting a pension to Jannet E. B. Smith was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Jannet E. B. Smith, widow of Stephen Barton, 
late a private in Company C, Twenty-first Regiment of Iowa Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

EMELINE ROBERTS. 

The bill (H. R. 3741) granting a pension to Emeline Roberts was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Emeline Roberts, widow of James F. Roberts, 
late of Company D of the Twenty-ninth Regiment of Wisconsin Volun- 
teers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

‘ ELIZABETH B. BELL. 

The bill (H. R. 5655) granting a pension to Elizabeth B. Bell was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Elizabeth B. Bell, widow of Lieut. V. Brad- 
ford Bell, deceased, late of the Nineteenth Illinois Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ALONZO VY. RICHARDS. 

The bill (H. R. 601) granting a pension to Alonzo V. Richards was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Alonzo V. Richards, late a second lieutenant 
in the Signal Corps, United States Army, at the rate allowed to sec- 
ond lieutenants of that service, in lieu of the pension now paid him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. HONORAH MALONEY. 

The bill (H. R. 599) granting a pension to Mrs. Honorah Maloney 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Honorah Maloney, of Dubuque 
City, Iowa, widow of Daniel Maloney, late a private in Company G, 
One hundred and eighty-third Pennsylvania Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JAMES N. HAIR. 

The bill (H. R. 4977) granting a pension to James N. Hair was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of James N. Hair, late a private in Company I, 
First Battalion Minnesota Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ABEL J. LEWIS. 

The bill (H. R. 6381) granting a pension to Abel J. Lewis was an- 
nounced as next in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This bill is marked to lie over. 

Mr. BLAIR. Let it be passed over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over. 

SAMUEL C. FISHER. 

The bill (H. R. 3321) for the reliefof Samuel C. Fisher was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Samuel C. Fisher, formerly a member of Company H, One 
hundred and sixteenth Regiment Indiana State Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EUGENIA A. SMALLEY. 

The bill (H. R. 1252) granting a pension to Eugenia A. Smalley was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the nameof Eugenia A. Smalley, of Fillmore County, Min- 
nesota, widow of Robert Smalley, late of Company A, Second Regi- 
ment of Minnesota Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

BRIDGET SHERLOCK. 

The bill (H. R. 556) granting a pension to Bridget Sherlock was con- 
sidered as in Commitiee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Bridget Sherlock, mother of Stephen Sherlock, late of Company F, 
Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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MRS. MARTHA I, WOODRUM. 


The bill (S. 864) to grant a pension to Mrs. Martha F, Woodrum dier. 


was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions reported amendments in line 4, after 
the name ‘‘Mrs. Martha F. Woodrum,’ to insert ‘‘ widow of James 
Woodrum, a privatein Company C, Ninth Regiment Kansas Cavalry ;’’ 
in line 6, after the word ‘‘ pension-roll,’’ to strike out ‘‘ and allow and 
pay her a pension at the rate of — dollars per month from and after 
the passage of this act,’’ and insert ‘‘ according to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws;’’ so as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary ofthe Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to place the name of Mrs. Martha F, Woodrum, widow of James Wood- 
rum,a private in Company OC, Ninth Regiment Kansas Cavalry, on the pension- 
roll according to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 


The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, ani the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


HERMAN BAUMHAGER. 
The bill (8. 2149) granting an increase of pension to Herman Baum- 
hager was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
‘The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 6, before 
the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to strike out “fifty’’ and insert ‘‘ forty ;’’ so as 
to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the pension of Herman Baumhager, of East Portland, 
Oreg., of $30 per month (certificate 23293), be, and the same is hereby, increased 
to $40 per month. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

ALPHEUS R. FRENCH. 

The bill (S. 1582) for the relief of Alpheus R. French was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 7, before 
the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to strike out ‘‘one hundred” and insert “‘fifty;”’ 
80 as to make the bill read: ’ 

Be it enacted, dc,, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to increase pension numbered 193391, of Alpheus Robert 
French, from $17 per month to $50 per month, from and after the passage of this 
act; it appearing that said pensioner is now seventy-eight years of age and to- 
tally disabled for manual labor of any kind by reason thereof, and eight wounds 
and other disabilities incurred during a long and honorable service in the Army 


of the United States in the Black Hawk war of 1832, the Florida or Seminole 
war of 1837, the Mexican war, and the late war. . 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I ask to have the bill read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for athird reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

MRS. SARAH YOUNG. 

The bill (S. 2113) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah Young, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll, at the rate of $25 per month, the name of Mrs. Sarah Young, 
of Des Moines, Iowa, for and on account of services rendered as a nurse 
during the war of the rebellion. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed 

ADDISON A. JACKSON. 

The bill (8. 1958) granting an increase of pension to Addison A. 
Jackson, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to place on the pension-roll the name of Addison A. Jackson, late of 
Company I, Twelfth Regiment of Illinois Infantry Volunteers, at the 
rate of $12 per month, in lieu of the pension he is now receivi 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ANDREW J. BURRELL. 

The bill (S. 1826) granting a pension to Andrew J. Burrell was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Andrew J. Burrell, late captain of Company 
A, Fiftieth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, the third time, and passed. 

ELIZABETH FORGEY. 

The bill (S. 1825) granting a ion to Elizabeth Forgey was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. to place on the 
—a the name of Elizabeth Forgey, w of James A. Forgey, 
ate of Company H, Twenty-ninth Regiment of Iowa Volunteers, who 
was pensioned by special act of Congress approved March 3, 1875. 


jection. 








es 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I hear that is to pension the sister of a so}- 
I ask that the bill be read again. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. BECK. Once in a while, in one case out of about ten perhaps, 


the report had better be read, so that the President orsomebody who seeks 
to revise these bills may see what they are. Just to have a bill read 
and say ‘‘it is read the third time and passed ’’ gives very little infor- 
mation, unless the committee will say they believe it is right and that 
they have examined it. 


We have had two or three vetoes and severa] 
tions that nobody knew anything about what was being done. 


Surely Ido not know, and I do not think any member of the Senate 
does. 


Mr. BLAIR. Ido not like to hear such an impeachment of the faith- 
fulness of the Senate in dischargingitsduty. The committee certainly, 
in the discharge of its duty, furnishes a careful report on each one of 
these cases, which is printed and on the files of each Senator. All he 
has to do is to attend to business and look the reports over before the 
bills are called up. They are like other cases, but of course I have no 
objection to all the reports being read. It is not my province to object 
to that. The reports are made on purpose to be read, and if Senators 
think they ought to be read in each case as we go along, there is noob- 
It will only take more time; that is all. 

Mr. BECK. A report ought to be read once in a while to show that 
some one has looked at it. This woman may have married but a week 
or twoago. I donot know. I think the report had better be read. 

Mr. ALLISON. Theseare all reports of the Committee on Pensions, 
who have examined the cases. 

Mr. BECK. But the Committee on Pensions, I understand from the 
President’s veto, sent him some two hundred and odd bills that he had 
no information about, and he found several that he did not understand, 
and a very large number he allowed to become laws without his ap- 
proval, he did not know whether they were right or not. If 
the chairman of the committee or any member of the committee will 
condescend to advise us that there are reports, I think it would be well 
enough if in an occasional case one should be read. 

Mr. BLAIR. There is no objection to the reading of the report. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to know without the report whether this is a 
roper case or not? 

Mr. BLAIR. I did not examine this case; it was reported by another 
Senator, and it is not at all likely that any member of the committee 
can remember all of these names in connection with the report itself 
unless he is referred to the report. The fact that a report is made 
necessarily implies an examination of the facts; otherwise they can not 
be detailed in the report. You have there, if it is a benefit, the benefit 
of the opinion of the committee. ; 

The reference to the action of the President is contrary to the rules. 
If it is not contrary to the rules, it certainly ought to be contrary to 
the rules. It is no matter of mine what the President has done in ref- 
erence to the discharge of hisduty. If he sees fit to admonish the Sen- 
ate with messages, that is all very well; but he has not undertaken to 
say thatthe committee of the Senate or the Senate itself has been dere- 
lict in its duty, or that it has acted favorably upon cases where the 
facts did not justify it.- If he saw fit to administer his censure, it is 
quite questionable whether the Senate might not return the same in 
kind 


The President has vetoed two pension bills, one upon the ground that 
there was a mistake in the given name; the other upon a ground 
which was a mistake of his own in a matter of law, that Congress having 
passed a special act some two months after it had previously passed and 
the President had signed a general act which gave a widow $12a month, 
the special act passed two months later would deprive herof the benefits 
of the increase during those two months. The fact is that this woman 
would take her increase under the general law up to the time when the 
ae act was passed, and if the special act was of any consequence at 

time she would commence to draw under the special act $124 
month under the law. 
Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Allow me to ask—— 
Mr. BLAIR. Not now. I decline to yield until I complete my sen- 


tence. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Then I shall decline to yield when you 
p to take up your pension bills hereafter. I understand that 
thts a bill to pension a sister. I never heard of sisters being in an 
army. 


Mr. BLAIR. I was speaking of the allusion to the action of the 
President in reference to these cases. I specified the two cases in which 
he has vetoed bills sent to him, and I have said all I care to say in re- 
gard to that. But I do submit that if it is improper in the Senate to 
refer to the action of the other House to influence the action of the 
Senate, it is ay improper to refer to the action of the Present for 
the purpose of affecting the judgment and action of members of the 
reese penathe cates, 00 Ox on I know heen} ti 

These cases, so far as I know ong experience upon this 
committee, are examined with as much care as bn he ever been. 
I think generally an examination of the show that to be 
the case; perhaps it is universally so. It is true that the Senate, after 
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having neglected or having failed to take up pension cases, have fre- 
quently, as they have in former sessions, after some four or five months 
had elapsed, found their files overloaded with pension bills, and they 
have taken them up and passed a great many in a single day; and now 
for a long time not having acting upon pension cases, there is another 
very large accumulation. 

That these cases are disposed of with rapidity when they are called up 
is almosta matter of necessity; but that in any case there isa pension bill 
upon the Calendar without a report is not trae; and Senators have the 
same opportunity to examine these cases before they are called up for 
action in the Senate that they have in any other matters which are the 
subject of legislation. So I do not know any reason why, for the pur- 

of finding out whether the committee-has done its duty or not, 
the reading of the reports should be called for in every tenth case. I 
do not think that would be a rule which would be a very good test 
of the work of the committee. 

I have said all I wish to say upon that matter. The reading of the 
report is called for, I believe. I hope it will be read. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from New Hampshire must be aware that 
we havea regular Calendar and that a Senator is presumed to look at the 
reports as cases are reached on the Calendar; but when a motion is made 
to proceed to consider pension cases, the bill is read and asuggestion is 
made by the President of the Senate ‘‘ the bill will be considered read 
thethird time and passed,’’ and another is called and another and so 
on, and no opportunity for explanation is given, so far as I know, un- 
less objection is made, and no member of the committee rises and says 
he has examined this case and believesit to be right. I was not aware 
that there was any such sanctity in regard to the action of the Com- 
mittee on Pensions as to their absolute carefulness, as to make it an 
offense to rise and ask whether a case is right or not. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not understand the Senator at all. 

Mr. BECK. When I saw by the veto message of the President that 
in one case one man had been pensioned where another man was in- 
tended, that in the case of a widow her pension was cut down when it 
was not intended to be, and when two hundred and odd bills were sent 
to him in one day, a large majority of which did not seem to have been 
considered; I thought I had a right to ask the members of the commit- 
tee if a bill of this character had been looked at and who had charge 
of it. In the particular case I happened to mention the chairman him- 
self admits that he knows nothing about it and no member of the com- 
mittee rises and says he knows anything about it. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President—— 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator advise me who knows anything about 
it? ~ 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator who has reported the bill. 

Mr. BECK. By what Senator was.the bill reported? 

Mr. BLAIR. ‘The Senator from Wisconsin [ Mr. SAWYER]. 

Mr. SAWYER. I reported the bill. I think it is a just bill. 
could not give details without calling for the reading of the report. 

Mr. BECK. Iam entirely content to take any statement the Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin will make. ; 

Mr. SAWYER. I have not reported a single case to the Senate that 
I donot believe is a just case. 

Mr. BECK. There is no man in the Senate whose word I would 
sooner take. 

Mr. SAWYER. 


I 


I have examined personally every one I have re- 


Mr. BECK. This is the first moment I ever heard that the Senator 
from Wisconsin knew anything about it. The chairman of the com- 
mittee knew nothing of it. 

Mr. BLAI®. ‘The Senator is quite mistaken. 

Mr. BECK. Ido notcall for the reading of the report when the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin advises me that he has examined the case and it 


is all right. 
Mr. BLAIR. Have I the floor? The Senator yielded the floor be- 
fore I 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Hampshire 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. B The Senator from Kentucky is quite at fault if he 
thinks anybody objects to the calling for the reading of these reports, 
and I do ngt undertand that there is anything unusual claimed by the 
Committee on Pensions. They simply submit their reports. These 
cases go upon the Calendar. They are liable to be taken up and con- 
sid at length, every one of them. It is the privilege of members 
of the Senate tonot only call forthe reading of the reports, but to dis- 
cuss the reports and reject the cases if they see fit. 

The Senator is quite mistaken in supposing that the President has ve- 
toed a bill because one man was pensioned when another was intended. 
That isnot so. The same bill by the personal description given shows 
with certainty who was intended, and nothing is the matter with that 
bill that there was a mistake in a man’s given name, and a very 
natural mistake for the eye to make, as any one will see who examines 
the true name and compares it with the one which appeared upon the 
Calendar. There is rospecial difficulty about any of these matters that 
Tam aware of. 
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Mr. BECK. If you pensioned Robert Smith when you intended 
John Smith, it would be very difficult for the Pension Bureau to pay 
the pension. 

Mr. BLAIR. If John Smith, a private in Company A, Twenty-first 
Kentucky Volunteers, were pensioned while the act itself said ‘‘Samuel 
Smith, Company A, Twenty-first Kentucky Volunteers,’’ it would be 
a certain description by comparison with the roll; but of course it is 
proper that the bill should be reintroduced, as it has been, in the House 
where it originated, and it will presently reach us, if it has not already, 
by the true name, I have no doubt. 

Mr. BECK. Does the Senator think John would have got the pen- 
sion ? 

Mr. BLAIR. It isthe same person in one case asin the other. That 
is certain which may be rendered certain. The result would have been 
in that case, without further legislation, undoubtedly that nobody 
would have got the pension, but the wrong man never would have got it. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to say one word on this subject, though I am 
very sorry to detain the Senate, because I think there is danger that 
the public will get an idea thatthe members of this body act with un- 
due and improper haste in this matter. 

We have to legislate for the national affairs of sixty million people; 
we have to deal with very vast public questicns touching railroads, 
commerce, tariffs, Army, and Navy, and all the mechanism of this com- 
plicated Government, to say nothing about legislating for the capital 
District, witha population of 200,000 inhabitants, as their Legislature. 
It is maniestly impossible that this body should deal with two or three 
thousand pension cases every year and have the facts in each case ex- 
plained to the Senate. It is not possible to do it within the twelve 
months, and if we did great public interests would be neglected. 

We give to the Pension Office the ordinary administration of the 
pension Jaws. It is a service which is performed by one man, and, 
without the slightest disrespect to that officer or the slightest vanity 
on our own part, I suppose it is not improper to say that he is an ofli- 
cer who would rank in the scale of public service below a Senator of 
the United States as a rule, and here are seventy-six Senators. Now 
what do we do in regard to this pension matter? We commit these 
special bills to a committee who have policies and rules, which are 
just as well fixed and settled as the rules provided in the statutes for 
the government of the Commissioner of Pensions. 

There are certain cases where the facts can not be proved by the ordi- 
nary rules of evidence administered in the Pension Office, yet where 
they are shown to be true to the absolute satisfaction of everybody by 
other and different classes of evidence, but they require special legis- 
lation. There are cases of peculiar hardship in the application of our 
general rules which ean not very well be defined in statutes. Now, if 
that committee of nine persons had presented to it any case of doubt- 
ful policy or not coming within the principles on which the Senate acts 
there would be a division of opinion and a minority report, and we 
should debate it and understand it. 

So it seems to me that when we have the report of that committee 
that a pension case comes within their rules, if there was anything 
wrong or questionable about it some one member of that committee 
would remonstrate, and we are justified in saving the public time, in- 
stead of leaving five times as much business which the people want to 
have done untouched when we adjourn, by taking on the faith of the 
report of nine Senators what in the ordinary administration of law is 
done on the faith of the report of a Commissioner of Pensions alone. 

At the same time it is not at all strange that in two or three thou- 
sand cases an incident like that which the President has discovered 
and to which the Senator from Kentucky has alluded should have hap- 
pened. I do not think it indicates any want of care on the part of the 
committee. 

I think I ought to say that the members of this body owe a debt of 
gratitude, and the soldiers and people of this country owe a debt of 
gratitude, to the gentlemen whoare willing to serve upon the Committee 
on Pensions, whichis not understood by the public. It is a great sacri- 
fice for a Senator like the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER], or 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLArR], to give half the hours 
of his week outside of the Senate Chamber to investigating the details of 
case after case where there can by no possibility be any compensation 
to him either in public credit, or fame, or any other way. It is, as far 
as the Senator does it, a mere drudgery, and a drudgery performed from 
the highest motive. I am sure that if my honorable friend from Ken- 
tucky were put upon the Committee on Pensions by the Senate he 
would not accept that service. He would consider that he wasentitled 
to be exempted. At the same time the committee ought not to besub- 
ject to serious criticism. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I wish to say to the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts that when I vote against pensions I vote against bills that I 
think do not mean to pension soldiers. I vote to pension soldiers; 
but I do think it is my right to ask even the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire who presents these pension bills whether they are to pension sol- 
diers or not. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not criticise my honorable friend from Virginia, 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I know that. 
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Mr. HOAR. 
lar Senator, but because I think there is a public misapprehension on 
this subject. 

Mr. WILSON, of lowa. There may be now and then a pension case 


I did not say what I said as an answer to any particu- 


which would justify the delays of debate, but this does not seem to be 
a case of that kind. The report is as follows: 

The petitioner in this case is Elizabeth Forgey, widow of James A. Forgey, 
late Company HU, Twenty-ninth Regiment of lowa Volunteers, to whom was 


granted an invalid's pension by special act of Congress,approved March 3, 1875. 


So that Congress passed upon the soldier’s case and granted the pen- 
sion. The committee continued by saying: 

There is eee proof that the soldier died of the disease for which he 
was pensionec ° 

It seems to me there ought to be no difficulty about passing this bill 
without any further discussion. 

Mr. BECK. The suggestions of the Senator from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Hoar] amount simply to this, that when we have bills reported 
from the Pension Committee without a minority report we might as 
well lump them all together and pass them without saying a word. 
That, perhaps, would be good legislation; perhaps not. ¢ 

I suppose that no committee is infallible. The Committee on the 
Judiciary in regard to the Geneva award to-day did not seem to be in- 
fallible, and its amendments were all overruled after a very earnest 
presentation of the matter, in opposition to the report by the Senator 
irom Massachusetts; and I suppose that the Committee on Pensions, 
who, I presume, very seldom see what is done, except what is reported 
by one member, might sometimes make a mistake. At last it comes 
down to this, that we are either without question to pass everything 
that nobody objects to in the committee, or we are to be told that we 
are objecting to the pensioning of soldiers. 

Perhaps the laws had better be amended so as to give more exten- 
sive jurisdiction to the Commissioner of Pensions. Perhaps this is the 
best way to do it. I was a little unfortunate, I suppose, after what 
has been said, in asking anybody to state whether he knew that this 
case was right. That seems to be an offense, and the pension must go 
through unless there is an objection to it byother members of the com- 
mittee, no one of whom perhaps ever saw the case except the member 
who presented it. We are told that thatis legislation and thatit is to 
relieve against hardships which a general law can not reach. That is 
not the way I want to have it done. ° 

I suppose the best way to keep from being censured for impertinent 
interference is to let every pension case go, and let it be done as it has 
been done for the last two hours by reading the bill and saying, ‘‘ the 
bill will be read the third time and passed.”” From this time on I 
think I shall adopt that course, and let it go. 

Mr. CAMERON. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. BLAIR. Before the Senator makes that motion I wish to ask 
the Senator from Kentucky a question. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Doesthe Senator from Pennsylvania 
withdraw his motion ? 

Mr, CAMERON, I do for a moment. 

Mr. BLAIR. Does the Senator from Kentucky mean to intimate that 
any memberof the Pension Committee has accused him of impertinence 
or of improper intermeddling with the course of legislation upon these 
pension bills ? 

Mr. BECK. I do not care to answer that question. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator could not answer it and tell the truth if 
he answered it in the affirmative. 

Mr. BECK. I do not propose to answer the Senator from New 
Hampshire upon any suggestion as to telling the truth. I think Iam 
as truthful as he will venture to be. 

Mr. BLAIR. For that very reason I said he could not answer it in 
the affirmative. He well knows that nobody has found any fault what- 
ever with his interference, and it is not necessary that in the last of 
his remarks he should undertake to give the impression that the com- 
mittee arrogates anything to itself, any claim of infallibility, or makes 
any complaint of any description at the fullest investigation of its 
work, 

Mr. CAMERON, I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. HAMPTON. May I ask the Senator from Pennsylvania to 
withold the motion for a moment? 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Let us finish this bili: 

Mr. CAMERON. I will give way tothe Senator from South Carolina. 

Mr. HAMPTON. The chairman of the Pension Committee was kind 
enough to say that when this case was disposed of he would give me 
an opportunity to ask to call ap the bill (S. 98) for the reliefof William 
M. Maynadier, a paymaster in the United States Army. 

Mr. WILSON, of fowa. Before the Senator does that, I ask that the 
pending pension bill may be disposed of. 

Mr. HAMPTON. Iam perfectly willing to allow that to be done. 
I have no objection to it, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Pennsylvania 
withdraw his motion? 

Mr. HAMPTON. I ask him to withdraw it temporarily. 


Mr. CAMERON. I will withhold the motion for a few moments. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The pending pension bill will be re- 
ported to the Senate and ordered to a third reading. 
Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I ask thatthe bill be read and that the re- 
port of the committee be read. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read. 
The Secretary read the bill. 
| ‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report of the committee will lo 
read. 
The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER April 27, 
1886, as follows: 
| The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1825) granting 
a pension to Elizabeth Forgey, have examined the same, and report : 
The petitioner in this case is Elizabeth Forgey, widow of James A. Forgey, 
late of Com y H, Twenty-ninth Regiment of Iowa Volunteers, to whom was 


granted an invalid's pension by special act of Congress, approved March 3, 1875. 
There is satisfactory proof that the soldier died of the disease for which he was 


pensioned. < : 
The bill is therefore reported favorably, with a recommendation that it do 
pass. 


Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, if it were earlier in the day I would 
say more. I must say a few words, though this is not precisely the 
proper occasion. If the vetoed pension bill were before us I should 
be disposed to speak somewhat at length. 

The President makes the point in that veto that a large number of 
the cases represented by private bills have been examined and rejected by 
the Pension Bureau. Thatistrue; and yet when you reflect that there 
are perhaps 30,000 pensions granted and many thousand others rejected 
by the Commisioner of Pensions every single year, and reflect that he 
is obliged to govern himself according to positive law, which law can- 
not reach all equitable circumstances, you must see that he is obliged 
to reject in many instances in which he and everybody about him, and 
every impartial person, must see that the soldieror the widow is really 
and honestly entitled to a pension. % 

Itis simply the truth, taught by Blackstone, which every young man 
who has been admitted to the bar ought to know, that there should be 
somewhere a court of equity; that equity ‘supplies that wherein the 
law by reason of its universality is deficient.’’ Nowsuppose that they 
consider fifty thousand cases a year in the bureau, is it anything un- 
reasonable to expect a docket of a thousand or twelve hundred cases 
here before this reviewing court of equity ? 

The President suggests that if the present law be not sufficient to 
meet all the necessities and equities of the business, we should amend 
thelaw. Every lawyer can tell you that the more you amend, the more 
you extend the law, the more likely you are to have these exceptional 
and equitable cases that are rejected under some one or other of the 
elaborated requirements. 

It may therefore be accepted as the ordinary natural outcome that 
there should be a very considerable number of equitable cases that 
must go to a court of equity for any measure of relief. It is impossi- 
ble to reach them by law. It would not be surprising if a careful 
mathematical calculation should show that two thousand petitions for 
pensions ought to be expected by Congress every year, petitions tho 
majority of which would be shown to be equitable. 

I give as an example House bill 3546, which we have just passed. 
The report is before me, but I can not delay to give itin full. A sol- 
dier was wounded; he was sent to hospital; after a time he was paid 
and discharged, and then he disappeared forever. The Commissioner 
of Pensions could not give the widow a pension because the fact of 
the death was not established. For some reason or other he did not 
apply the ordinary rules which are laid down in State courts in the 
settlement of estates after many years of disappearance unaccounted for. 
The soldier had been lost for twenty years, but the death could not be 
proved and therefore the widow was not granted a pension, and she 
came to Congress for the relief which I think we have just properly 

nted. 

si am not troubled that there were two hundred and forty cases sup- 
posed to be similarly just passed inadayortwo. They were the accu- 
mulation of a winter’s work. I have thought we were perhaps a litile 
hasty. But that is a small number in comparison with the several 
hundred thousand claims which have been made, and it is a small 
number in comparison with the million or million and a quarter of so!- 
diers who are now surviving and the hundreds of thousands who have 
died and left widows. 

There are other points in the message which might be answered. 
These are sufficient, I submit, if generally stated by the press of the 
country, to correct some of the misapprehensions to which the veto 
message has given rise. Congress has made no answer to it. The bill 
was a House bill. The veto message has gone there. I hope and have 
reason to believe that something in the nature of a formal explanation 
will come from the House of Representatives and will also come from 
this body if a vetoed bill should come here, but in the mean time the 
newspaper press have got the impression that we are legislating in 4 
reckless way and that all these things might be settled in the Pension 
Bureau if we chose to have it so. 

Mr. CAMERON. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business, - 
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————— 


Mr. BLAIR. Let us dispose of this bill. 
Wr. CAMERON. Very well; if it can be done without further de- 


hate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection, the bill 
will be reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and , 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Is that the same bill which was just read 
that has been ordered to a third reading? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is the same bill. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I wish simply to say before the bill is dis- 

of, and in reply to the Senator from New Hampshire [ Mr. BLarr], 
that I am not opposed to pensioning soldiers, but I am opposed to pen- 
sioning those who are notsoldiers. I speak fromone standpoint and 
he from another the Senator will excuse me, for he would not even an- 
swer my question this evening. I will go back and aniedate even his 
proposition by saying that when you pay a pension to one you have got 
to draw the money from another. Therefore it is that whenever the 
committee come in here and ask us to pay pensions to people I-want 
to know whether they deserve the pension, and on being shown that 
they do deserve it I shall always vote for granting the pension. 

1 do not believe that a committee of nine constitute a Senate of sev- 
enty-six, and I do believe that a committee of nine sent out to make an 
inquiry are only to come back into this body to be inquired of, and un- 
less that committee shall understand their proper functions in that re- 
spect it is the duty of this body to make another committee of nine that 
shall not assume to be the United States Senate. 

Now, sir, if I go too farIaskpardon. I say that I am ready to vote 
for pensions, but I do not think that it is a proper thing to come here 
and say, forsooth, ‘‘I am a member of a committee, and therefore you 
shall vote just exactly as I report.’? Ishall not do it. Sir, it has 
gotten tothe point now that we must just take up so many pension 
bills or so many of another class of bills that are reported from cer- 
tain committees and that a day must beset apart for them. Each bill 
appropriates money, and the Senator from New Hampshire swaps seats 
around the Chamber to get the attention of the presiding officer to 
show that he is the custodian of all the patriotism of the people of the 
United States, and refuses from that selected seat to give information 

because he belongs to that committee. 

Mr. BLAIR. The President of the Senate 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Virginia 
yield to the Senator from New Hampshire ? 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BLAIR. _ I wish to correcta misapprehension of the Senator from 
Virginia, and he can refer to the REcoRD to satisfy himself whether he 
has misapprehended what has passed during the lasthalf hour. I have 
refused to answer no question of the Senator from Virginia. I have de- 
clined to give no information that he has requested from me or from the 
committee. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. The Senator from New Hampshire has 
made his statement and I have made mine, and the Senate has possibly 
heard both. I did ask him a question as to whether he was not pro- 
posing here through a bill presented by himself to pension the sister of 
a soldier, and if so, to give me a reason for it, because every time you 
bd a dollar out of the Treasury you vote a dollar out of the pockets 
of the e. 

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator from Virginia yield to me again ? 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Why, certainly, sir; I am determined to 
outdo the Senator from New Hampshire in courtesy. 

Mr. BLAIR. That is utterlyimpossible, I assure the Senator, when 
it comes to a matter of amiability and politeness, so fur as the intent 
is concerned. I doubt not his courtesy so far as outward appearance 
is concerned is r than mine; but I assure him that so far as the 
emotions of the soul go I shall not yield to him the palm without a 
an contest, and after taking evidence, if necessary, by a committee 





the Senate. 

The Senator did not ask me the question which he thinks he asked 
me. The Senator made a sidelong observation without rising from his 
seat or propounding the question interrogatively to any one, if the pen- 
sion was nota pension toasister, or some question of that kind. What- 
ever he said I did not understand it to be propounded to me. 
that, the Senator will find by observing the bill upon which this dis- 
cussion has arisen that it is not a bill to pension a sister. It is to pen- 
sion a widow. It was reported by the Senator from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
SAWYER]. I have no special knowledge in regard to it excepting what 
is in the report which I have not myself referred to, but I have all 
confidence in the findings of fact by the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. The Senator might very easily have ex- 
plained by answering the simple interrogatory at the outset as to whether 
word “‘sister’’? was not used. In the reading of the report and of 
the bill I so understood it, and I do understand now that we are pass- 
here ad libitum. Nobody stops to inquire into the merits. I 
more than that, that I am opposed to that mode of opera- 
I care not how patriotic it may appear to gentlemen on the 
I care not how patriotic it may appear to gentlemen on this 
You have got a generation now to take care of, and you have got 
everything from your mother-in-law down to your youngest sister in 
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your pension bills. We are living for the present, and not for the past. 
We are living, I think, to take care of this country from 1854 to 1888, 
and let 1888 even take cate of itself. 

These are not idle words, but after a while, possibly when disappoint- 
ment comes, even Senators will stop toconsider as to whether there is not 
some widow or some sister or some child of a man who was not killed in 
the war struggling to-day for subsistence, pleading at his door for help 
Let only soldiers ask for Government help, and we can always give it to 
them. Let only soldiers come here pleading for pensions, and the Gov- 
ernment is able and willing to pension them. But when you bring 
everything in here that is in need of help and build a roof over this Gov- 
ernment and call it an almshouse, for one, feeling as kindly as I do for 
everybody, I must enter an earnest protest and an honest one against it. 

These pension bills mean that. They mean nothing else than that. 
They mean to take the mother, the grandmother, if you please, or the 
great grandmother of the soldier and coming here plead to a man who 
feels kindly toward them, and ask this Government to give them bread 
and raiment. The soldier himself does not want it; his family do not 





want it. 
I say, therefore, that I oppose these measures and that I shall oppose 
them, and I am not afraid of the soldier-sentiment of this country on 


both sides. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

Mr. HAMPTON. It was understood that the bill which I desire to 
call up should be considered. 


Mr. BUTLER. Iwas not aware of that. I withdraw the motion. 


WILLIAM M. MAYNADIER. 

Mr. HAMPTON. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 98) for the relief of Maj. William M. Maynadier, 
® paymaster in the United States Army. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the bill be read for information. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. PLUMB. I object to the consideration of that bill, if it is in 
order to do so. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
over. 


Objection being made, the bill goes 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. CAMERON. I renew my motion that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After forty-five minutes spent in execu- 
tive session the doors were reopened. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills: 

A bill tS 767) for the relief of John Leathers; and 

A bill (S. 2136) for the relief of Edward Fenlon. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a bill (H. R. 
5538) relating to the importing and landing of mackerel caught during 
the spawning season, in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

REPORT OF LABOR COMMISSIONER. 

Mr. HAWLEY submitted the following concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That 30,000 addi- 
tional copies of the first annual report of the Commissioner of the Bureau of 
Labor be printed; 8,000 for the use of the Senate, 16,000 for the use of the House 
of Representatives, and 6,000 for the use of the Commissioner of said bureau 

Mr. CAMERON. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 55 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned to Monday, May 24, 1886, at 12 o’clock m. 





NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate the 21st day of May, 1886. 
REGISTERS OF LAND OFFICES, 

John Y. Ostrander, of Dayton, Wash., to be register of the land office 
at Olympia, Wash., vice John F. Gowey, commission expired. 

Hughes East, of Indiana, to be register of the land office at Yank- 
ton, Dak., vice Gustavus A. Wetter, who has resigned, to take effect June 
30, 1886. 

For promotion in the Army. 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 

First Lieut. Dan C. Kingman, to be captain, April 20, 1886, vice 
Bailey, deceased. 

Second Lieut. Henry E. Waterman, to be first lieutenant, April 20, 
1886, vice Kingman, promoted. 

For appointment in the Army. 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Charles F. Mason, of Virginia, to be assistant surgeon, with the rank 

of first lieutenant, May 5, 1886, vice W. J. Wilson, deceased. 
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POSTM ASTERS. 

Silas C. Bennett, to be postmaster at Georgetown, Clear Creek County, 
Colorado, viee Charles H, Jacobson, commission expired. 

Anton Klaus, to be postmaster at Jamestown, Stutsman County, Ter- 
ritory of Dakota, vice A. W. Kelley, resigned. 

James Moran, jr., to be postmaster at Waukegan, Lake County, Ili- 
nois, vice Albert C, Bower, commission expired. 

William M. Green, to be postmaster at West Bay City, Bay County, 
Michigan, vice Henry H. Aplin, commission expired. 

James B. Looney, to be postmaster at Hancock, Houghton County, 
Michigan, vice Morton L. Cardell, commission expired. 

Thomas A. Hills, to be postmaster at Leominster, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, vice Thomas A. Hills, commission expired. 

Martin L. Harlow, to be postmaster at Whitman, Plymouth County, 
Massachusetts, the name of the office having been changed from ‘‘South 
Abington’”’ to ‘‘Whitman.’”’ Martin L. Harlow is the present post- 
master, having been confirmed February 10, 1886. 

William Furlong, to be postmaster at Freeport, Armstrong County, 
Pennsylvania, vice James H. Douglass, commission expired. 

Daniel McCarthy, to be postmaster at Braddock, Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania, vice John M. Hughes, who was confirmed on the 6th of 
April, 1886, but has since resigned. 





CON FIRMATIONS. 
E-xeculive nomination confirmed by the Scnatc May 17, 1886. 
POSTMASTER. 


Mrs. Virginia Campbell Thompson, to be postmaster at Louisville, 
Jefferson County, Kentucky. 


Executive nbehdolidion confirmed by the Senate May 18, 1886. 
POSTMASTER. 
Calvin Goodman, to be postmaster at Reading, Berks County, Penn- 
sylvania. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 21, 1886. 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 


Thomas G, Hayes, of Maryland, to be attorney of the United States 
fur the district of Maryland. 


UNITED STATES MARSHALS, 
John Carroll, of Arkansas, to be marshal of the United States for the 
western district of Arkansas. 


George H. Cairnes, of Maryland, to be marshal of the United States 
for the district of Maryland. 


Richard B. Reagan, of Texas, to be marshal of the United States for’ 


the eastern district of Texas. 
POSTMASTERS. 
In the Senate, May 21,1886. 


The injunction of secreey having been removed from the following 
five reports on nominations (the notices of the confirmation of which 
having been heretofore published) they were ordered by the Senate to 
be printed in the Recorp. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads, submitted the following report: 

That an examination ofthis case shows that Frank G. Atherton was suspended 
from the office of r at Osage, lowa, for andon account of political con- 
siderations. The committee have found methine in the case reflecting on his 
eharacter as a man in any degree hurtful to him, nor as tending to discredit his 
faithfulness as an Officer. 

The committee find that Sumner B. Chase, the person nominated to the Senate 
to be postmaster at said city of Osage is a man of good character, and is com- 

tent to efliciently discharge the duties of the office to which he has nom- 
nated, and recommend that he be confirmed. 


Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads, submitted the following report: 


That on December 16, 1885, the President nominated to the Senate A. L. Dow- 
nard to be postmaster at Marengo, Iowa Tow: og ——— R. Crenshaw. 


that no ch: oop the comm at its request, by the 
Postmaster-General, tending to tn — the a suspend: 
officer, either as a man or as an © z3 was wanted for a 


one has been nominated. The papers on ale s show him to be well oll indorsed 
- members of the community in which the 


tent todischarge the duties involved in the Sdminiotentionet t ene at A 
tom which he is nominated. 


The committee therefore report the nomination of A. L. Downard to the Sen- 
ate with a recommendation that it be confirmed. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads, submitted the following report: 

On the —— day of December, ee the President nominated to the Senate 
Harry C. Evans to be at Bloomfield, lowa, vice A. H. Fortune, sus- 
pended during the recess of the Senate, The suspension seems to have been 
made for political reasons, and the committee have found nothing in the case af- 
fecting the personal or official character or conduct of the suspended officer. 
= nomince seems to be a person competent to the duties of the of- 

ce. 


The committee, therefore, report the nomination of the said Harry C. Evans 
to the Senate with a recommendation that it be confirmed. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads, submitted the following report: 


The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads,to whom was referred, the 


nomination of E. D, Fenn, to be postmaster at Nevada, Story County, Iowa, vice 
ie suspe , reports: 

That there seems to have been no cause for the suspension of Mr. Ross other 
than that he was a consistent and active member of the ae party; an l 
that hissuspension was desired on that account in ordert a member of th: 
Democratic party might be cupeates in hisstead, The committee find nothin, 
in the case tending to reflect edit on Mr. Ross cither as a man, a citizen, or 
public officer. The nominee is a worthy man, was a soldier in the Union Anny, 
and seems to be giving satisfaction to the community immediately interesté:| 
as a public officer. 

The committee therefore report the nomination of E. D. Fenn to the Senate 
with a recommendation that it be confirm 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads, submitted the following report: 

That the files of the Post-Office Department in respect of both the suspended 
officer, George Phillips, and William T. Sharp, nominated to succeed him, were 
placed in the poe of the committee by the Postmaster-General, in com- 
pliance with its ; that the files disclose no charges against the suspendc:| 
officer other eeeea a political character; that it is alleged t he was an active 
and efficient member of the Republican party ; that nothing appears in the said 
files tending tu question the good character or integrity of the suspended official, 
cither as a man or as an officer; that his suspension is wholly based on political 
reasons, so far as the committee ean determine ; that he was a Republican in 
office, and his place was wanted for a Democrat; "that the Democrat nominate« 
appears from the papers in the case to be a man of good character, and seems 
to be giving satisfaction to the patrons of the office in his administration of it. 

The committee therefore report the nomination of William T. Sharp to the Sen- 
ate with a recommendation that it be confirmed 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 21, 1886. 


The House met at 11 o'clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. Mitbury, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved. 


DRAUGHTSMEN, BUREAU STEAM-ENGINEERING, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting an additional estimate from the Secretary 
of the Navy for the pay of draughtsmen in the Bureau of Steam-Engi- 
neering for the next fiscal year; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

BILLS REFERRED. 


The SPEAKER, under the rule, also laid before the House Senate 
bills of the following titles; which were severally read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred as follows: 

The bill (S. 1886) for the relief of the soldiers of the late war honor- 
ably discharged after three months’ service who are disabled and de- 
pendent upon their own labor for support, and of dependent parents of 
soldiers who died in the service or from disabilities contracted therein— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2222) to authorize the Cheyenne and Northern Railway 
Company to build its road across the Fort Russell and Fort Laramie 
military reservation—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The bill (8. 2152) toamend chapter 218 of the acts of the first session 
of the Forty-seventh Congress, approved June 15, 1882—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The bill (S. 290) for the relief of Davidson Dickson and others—to 
the Committee on Claims. 

The bill (H. R. 5910) to detach the counties of Howard, Little River, 
and Sevier from the western and add them to the eastern district of 
Arkansas, with amendments by the Senate—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. HiestTaNnD, by unanimous consent, obtained leave of absence for 
four days on account of important basi 


MRS. SARAF L. LARIMER. 


Mr. WOLFORD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee of the Whole be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill H. R. 6051, and that the bill be now considered by the 
House. Itisa bill to compensate Mrs. Sarah L. Larimer for impor- 
tant services rendered the military authorities in 1864 at Deer Creek 
Station, Wyo., and for loss of y taken by Sioux Indians. 

TheSPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 


ask for a 
read, as follows: 


an é&c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thetene pee rected to pay Mrs, Sarah L. Larimer the sum of $15,000 out of any 
money BS Treasury not otherwise in full for property taken 
Indians at the time of her capti , in the year 1864, as well as for valu- 
acemien services rendered the Government in the year 1864 by ving important in- 
uman, in 2 See of the Uni States troops, and 
Indians, while she was held in captivity by 


See Mr. Speaker, is there a report accompanying 
that bill ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair su 

Mr. LANHAM. There is a report. The bill comes from the Com- 
mittee on Claims. The commi , Fecommend an amend- 
ment, reducing the amount from thousand to five thousand. 


formation to tn pp een = 
——— designs of hostile 








1886. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


he committee recommend that the bill be amended by striking out ‘ fifteen” 
aa inserting“ five,”’ in line 5. 


Mr. REAGAN. What is the request in regard to the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky asks unanimous 
consent that the Committee of the Whole House be discharged from the 
farther consideration of the bill, and that it be now considered in the 
House. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Ido not object, Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman 
in charge of the bill will make an explanation of it. 

Mr. WOLFORD. Mr. Speaker, this lady, who is an estimable lady 
of fine character, was captured by the Indians and kept in confinement 
several days, when she made her escape and gave very valuable in- 
formation to our officers. Another lady who was captured at the same 
time, Miss Fannie Kelly, received $15,000 from the Government for 
her information, which was not so great as that given by Mrs. Larimer, 
and she lost less property than Mrs. Larimer. I was in hopes thatehe 
committee would allow this lady $10,000, but the vote will be; I sup- 
pose, upon the report of the committee. 

Mr. 


RICE. Mr. Speaker, if there is a report I ask to have it read. 
The report (by Mr. LANITAM) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6051) to com- 
pensate Mrs. Sarah L. Larimer for important services rendered the military au- 
thorities in the year 1864, at Deer Creek Station, in Wyoming Territory, and for 
joss of property taken by the Sioux Indians, report as follows: 

Ita from the evidence that in July of the year 1864 Lieutenant Larimer 
and his wife,the claimant, Mrs. Sarah L. Larimer, and their child, Frank E. 
Larimer, left their home in Kansas to cross the plains forthe restoration of said 
Lieutenant Larimer’s health, he having been a commissioned officer in the Union 
Army and honorably discharged because of his health having given out through 
hard service in the war; that they took with them horses, and wagons, and 
goods, and some money; and that when they were in Wyoming Territory, and 
in company with several other traveling persons, they were surprised by a band 
of Sioux Indians, who murdered three of the party, wounded two, and captured 
claimant, Mrs. Sarah 1. Larimer, and her child, and one other lady and child. 

Claimant, Mrs. Sarah L. Larimer, and her child, Frank E. Larimer, were car- 
ried far into the mountainous hills, a distance of 75 miles or more. That she 
finally escaped from her savage captors in the darkness of night, carrying her 
child in her arms, and with t hardship and much suffering, being unaided 
and alone, they traveled on foot over the wild and dangerous hills, arriving at 
the emigrant road in almost a nude condition, their clothing having been torn 
from their persons. Af this emigrant road,and at a place called Deer Creek 

Station, claimant met Captain Shuman and Captain Marshall, of the Eleventh 
Ohio Cavalry,then moving against the Indians,and communicated to these 
officers much valuable information as to the designs of the Indians. 

These two commanding officers, Captains Shuman and Marshall, swear that 
if itgiad not been for the information given by Mrs. Sarah L. Larimer the com- 
mand with which they were about to start out at that hour would lave been 
massacred and destroyed, but by acting under her information, dismounting 
and erning the and gathering in all the available and additional 
forces within immediate reach, and by following the directions given by Mrs. 
Sarah L. Larimer they were able to avoid the great destruction to the command 
and to citizens that otherwise would have pened. 

It further appears that claimant, as well as citizens, testify to the fact of claim- 
ant’s captivity and to her loss of property by the Sioux Indians at said time and 


place. , 

It seemsthat by acts of Congress, in the year 1870 and in the year 1872, the lady, 
Miss Fannie Kelly, who was captured at the same time and place and by the 
very same Indians who captured Mrs. Sarah L. Larimer, has been allowed pay- 
ment for valuable information and loss of pro: 

ys 
nesses nm support 
thereof. 





The committee recommend that the bill be amended by striking out “ fifteen” 
and inserting “five,” in line 5, and with that amendment that it do pass. 


Mr. WOLFORD. Mr. Speaker, I want to ask the Honse, notwith- 
the finding of the committee, to allow Mrs. Larimer $10,000. 


As I have said, another lady who was captured at the same time was 


given $15,000, although she did not give as valuable information or lose 


The evitience is pretty clear that 


as aes as Mrs. Larimer. 
Mrs. lost in the neighborhood of $10,000 worth of property, 
and besides that the proof is clear that she saved our command by the 
information that she gave. I hope the House will allow her $10,000; 
and I move to amend the amendment reported by the committee so as 
to make the amount $10,000. 
_Mr,BUCHANAN. Asamember of the Committee on Claims I deem 
it simple justice to myself to stat that I was only present in the commit- 
tee during a very short period o/' the discussion on this bill. 
of for a few moments to the persuasive tones of my 
friend from Ken 


I expressly reserved the 
thei weet Lala ok 
ty report. not think it necessary to file a minority re- 
port; but I have said thus much in justice to myself. 
The The question is upon 


of the committee by striking ont ‘‘$5,000*’ and inserting ‘‘$10,000.”’ 
et a mo to the amendment was rejected. 
mittee to strike out in the bill the words “‘ fifteen thousand dollars”’ 
and insert ‘‘five thousand dollars,” it was agreed to. 
SPEAKER. 


The The question is now upon ordering the bill as 
amended to be and read the third time. 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. , [do not know that any argument will 
do any good here; but let me ask the House to consider upon what this 
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osition is simply ridiculous. 


rty. 
Captain Shuman and of Captain Marshall, two of the wit- 
claim, are herewith attached and made a part 


I had the 


[Mr. WoLrorD]; but when the vote was taken 
t to follow my own judgment upon this 
ing of the committee. I do not concur in 





ing to the motion of the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. WoLForD] to amend the amendment 


being taken on the amendment reported by the com- 


AT77 


claim is based. First, upon the proposition that property was destroyed, 
whether a dollar, a thousand dollars, or a million dollars, neither you 
nor I have any more idea than the man in the moon. 

Mr. LANHAM. The uncertainty as to the exact amount is the rea- 
son, if the gentleman will permit me to state it, why the Committee 
on Claims reduced the amount from $15,000 to $5,000, and blended the 
claim for loss of property and valuable information. 

Mr. PRICE. Simply because you did not know whether the value 


of the property destroyed was one dollar or a million dollars? 

Mr. LANHAM. Money. and property were lost, as appeared from 
the testimony; but the evidence was not sufficiently explicit as to the 
amount. 

Mr. PRICE. Precisely. 


Mr. LANHAM. And this bill proposes to give compensation not only 
forthe property destroyed but for valuable information furnished to the 
Government troops at that time, for which a precedent can be shown. 

Mr. PRICE. I was coming to that point. ‘The first proposition is 
to give this woman money because her property was destroyed by In- 
dians. Now, I say that from the reading of the report there is not the 
slightest indication which will enable us to determine whether the value 
of the property destroyed was a dollar, a thousand dollars, or a million 
dollars. 


Mr. LANHAM. If the gentleman—— 


Mr. PRICE. Pardon meamoment. Therefore, because the com- 
mittee had not the most remote information upon which to base an 
opinion of the value of the property lost, the committee, as I under- 
stand the gentleman, reduced theamount from $15,000 to $5,000. Now, 
the same reasoning would have justified entting down the amount to 


$1; indeed, the loss of one dollar’s worth of property is not proven by 
the report. 

Having disposed of that question, the next point is that this woman 
gave important information, by which we were able to protect ourselves 
from the Indians. Who would not do that under similar circum- 
stances? She was found by the United States troops in the woods, 
naked, almost torn to pieces, having been abused by the Indians while 
their prisoner. She gave us the information she had in her possession, 
which was valuable tous. Must we pay her for that? Why the prop- 


The next argument in favor of making payment as proposed in this 


bill is that some other woman captured at the same time or some other 
time has been paid for giving valuable information. 


Sir, when this 
House is driven to a point where it can find no justification at all for a 
measure, then the records of ‘Congress are searched to find a case in 
which something equally without justification has been done; and this 
is set up as a precedent. 

Mr. LANHAM. If the gentleman will take the trouble to examine 
the entire report he will find, in addition to what has been read, ap- 
pended to it in the nature of exhibits, two affidavits, one of Captain 
Marshall and another of Captain Shuman, which state the fact that 
property, including horses, a wagon, some money, and other property, 
was lost. This is all stated in the supplement to the report, though it 
was not read by the Clerk, these affidavits being attached as exhibits. 
There was a volume of testimony, though only so much as was deemed 
necessary and important was incorporated in the report by the commit- 
tee or appended in the form of exhibits. Now, in 1870 and 1872 

Mr. PRICE. Are you making this speech or I? 

Mr. LANHAM. I just wanted to explain that you had not fully 
examined the report, and to show what Congress had done in a similar 
case in the past. 

Mr. PRICE. You are doing admirably—better, no doubt, than I 
could, but you are not on the right side; that is the only objection to 
your occupying the floor all the morning. 

Mr. LANHAM. I only meant to explain—— 

Mr. PRICE. Afterthe gentleman’s explanation I have no doubt at 
all that he has seen something to indicate to him that $5,000 is a proper 
sum to be paid in this case; but having called for the reading of the 
report, the only source of information at our command, I undertake to 
say there is not a scintilla of evidence there to prove the lo4s of a single 
dollar. We have simply a vague, indefinite statement that something 
was lost; that is all, so faras 1 know. I do not say thatif the subject 
were investigated it could not be shown that some property was lost; 
and if so, the next question would be as to the amount of the loss, 
whether $100, $1,000, or $10,000. Whatever amount may be proved 
by proper evidence to have been lost I am willing we shall pay for, pro- 
vided you first establish the fact that the Governmentis responsible for 
the losses sustained by persons who, while traveling in the Indian coun- 
try, are overtaken by the Indians and despoiled of their property, but 
I do not believe that doctrine. Tosum up my position on this case: 
First,.I do not believe we are responsible for actscommitted by the In- 
dians; second, I do not know that a single dollar’s worth of property 
was destroyed; third, I am not willing to pay for information thus ob- 
tained; and fourth, I am not willing to vote one dollar because some- 
body else has been paid on a similar basis. 

Mr. STRUBLE. I presume that this payment does not come out of 
any Indian fund. 

Mr. LANHAM. 





No, sir. 








A778 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. May 21, 


Mr.STRUBLE. But it is to be paid directly from the Treasury. 

Mr. LANHAM. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speaker, I demand the previous question upon the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. This seems to be a matter of 
considerable importance, and I move that it be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Claims for further information. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not now in order, the previous 
question having been ordered upon the engrossment and third reading 
of the bill. When the bill is upon its passage the motion will be in 
order to recommit with or without instructions. 

The question being taken on ordering the bill to be engrossed and 
read a third time, there were—ayes 31, noes 40. 

Mr. LANHAM. I demand tellers. 

Teilers were not ordered. 

Mr. LANHAM. Then I will move, Mr. Speaker, if I can get con- 
sent, to recommit the bill rather than have it adversely acted upon. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by unanimous consent, the 
previous question having been ordered upon the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. WOLFORD. I ask unanimous consent to withdraw the bill. 

Mr. ELDREDGE. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from Texas asks unanimous 
conscnt, as the Chair understands, to recommit the bill tothe Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 






















The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. JOSEPH. On last Tuesday I presented the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Territories on the bill H. R. 2850, under the impressioy, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary, to which committee the bill had 
been originally referred, had been discharged from its further consid. 
eration. Since that report was submitted I have discovered my mis- 
take, and now ask consent to withdraw the report. 

There was no objection, and the report was withdrawn. 


SURVIVORS OF ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE. 


Mr. LINDSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole House from the further considera. 
tion of the bill (H. R. 1659) forthe relief of the survivors of the exploring 
steamer Jeannette and the widows and children of those who perished 
in the retreat from the wreck of that vessel in the arctic seas, and put 
the same upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. ‘he bill will be read, subject to objection. 

The bill was read at length. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, from the read- 
ing of this bill, as heard in this part of the House, I have been una!)|c 
to ascertain about how much it carries, or exactly what its provisions 
are. Itseems, however, to embody a considerable sum, and as it is a 
matter which has caused a great deal of discussion, I would like to 
have the report of the committee read, reserving the right to object to 
the consideration of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. That may be done by unanimous consent. 

There being no objection, the report was read at length. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bil] ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I dislike to object to the con- 
sideration of the bill in view of the fact that many of ihe beneficiaries 
are so meritorious; but it is a bill which should have careful consider- 
ation. ‘The amount is large, covering $8,000, granting also twelve 
months’ pay to a number of persons, the number of whom do not seem 
to be given in the report—— 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Kentucky object? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope there will be a statement given. 

Mr. COWLES. I object. 

Mr. BEACH. I demand the regular order. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HERBERT, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a 
bill ra R. 8975) making appropriations for the naval service for the 
ending June 30, 1887, and for other purposes; which was 
ieial to eon oe of the Whole House on the state of the Union 


EDWIN STEVENS. 


Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 
sent to discharge the Committee of the Whole House from the further 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 7809) for the relief of Edwin Stevens, 
and put the same upon its passage. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Pennsylvania. The letter from the Secretary of 
State to the House of Representatives, which is embodied in the report, 
I think will explain fally the reason for this; and I ask that that por- 
tos of the report be read, which will occupy the time of the House but 
wriefly. 

There was no objection. 

The letter embodied in the report was read, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF State, Washington, April 21, 1886. 
Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th 
instant, inclosing a copy of bill (H. R. 7809) for the relief of Edwin Stevens, late 
consul at Ningpo, and asking my opinion as to the justice of the claim. This 
carefully considered by the 


case has been ares y by nt of and the con- 
clusion reached that the money claimed, $730, -- actually expen: in the in- 


terest and for the benefit of the United States, an d that should provide and ordered to be 
for its reimbursement, It was not Genet proper to settle the’account from Mr. McMILLIN. | Im reserve ali points of order on the bill. 
any fund at the disposal of the 


I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled a billof the f0!- 
lowing title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 4968) to authorize and direct eee and enroll- 


T. F. BAYARD. 
Hon. Witni1AM M. SprRincer, 
Chairman Committee on Olaims, House of Representatives. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

There being no objection, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Pennsylvania, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


8. E. SCARBOROUGH. 


Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill (H. R. 3257) for the relief of 8S. E.Scar- 
borough, and put it upon its passage. 

The bill was read at length. 

The committee recommend the adoption of the following amend- 
ments: 

Strike out in the fifth line “one hundred” and insert “‘$91.08;" also amend 
the second section to conforin to the amended first section, eo that it will read 

Treasury of the United Staign for the purpose of enabling th the 


appropriated from 
‘Treasury of the United States for the of ing the Sec of the 
cc. ee purpose Ss retary 


oo a objection to the present consideration of 
the bill ? 


ment of the barge Michigan, of Alpena, Mich. 
MACKEREL FISHERY. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Under the order of the House 
of yesterday I call up the bill (H. R. 5538) relating to the importing 
and landing of mackerel caught during the spawning season. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Does the special order of yesterday supersede 
the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. The order of yesterday was to postpone the further 
consideration of this bill till this morning immediately after the read- 
ing of the Journal. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. As this measure which is now before the 
House is one somewhat novel in its character, I feel it necessary that 
there should be a full, free, and frank explanation of the whole thing 
to the members of the House. In the first place, it concerns a very (c- 
serving class of people. It concerns between five and six thousand 
fishermen —_— coast of Maine and Massachusetts and New Eng!an 

a larger sense it concerns the wholeof the people of tlic 
United faten, because it isa food question as well as an industrial 
question. The class immediately concerned are at this time especia!'y 


Th ection of the attention of the House not only because of what th«y 
Tre onieten oe have under the unfortunate articles in the treaty of Washingt 
The bill as amended was ordered to be for a third eee affecting them is 


and being engrossed, was accordingly read the third time, and | springing up, causing them great ae threatening more. The 


st 
Soo — to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed; em aoe oar of 1 _ Sata besa aie eels po “” 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. b 
The latter motion was agreed to. son and estate in re times, and at this present time, unless there be 


the most careful and judicious management on the part of all concerned, 
there is to be suffering on their part and the beginning 
of trouble extend its effects all over the country. At this 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. JOSEPH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question of privilege. 





IN ll a 


— aka 





1886. 





time and in behalf of this portion of our people I present the provis- 
ions of this bill. And if I shall succeed, as I hope, in gaining the at- 
tention of the House and in satisfying the minds of the members that 
the request vghich I make is a reasonable one, the cause and objects of 
it will plead tor me better than I can myself. 

The mackereél fishery is one that has been very important to the peo- 


ple of this country in times past, and which can be made of equal im- | 


portance in the times to come if we judiciously attend to it. But 
there have been of late years a great falling off in the character of the 
catch and a great change in the nature of the fisheries, as I will demon- 
strate to you by figures. I hope tobe able to point out to you the cause 
and also the remedy. In former years the mackerel used to be caught 
by « hook and line, and the result was that very fine fish were caught; 
but within the last ten years the nature of the fishery has changed very 
much. Instead of a hook-and-line fishery the purse-seine fishery has 
been developed, and instead of going intoaschool of mackerel and haul- 
ing out what could be brought out by hook and line, the fishermen of 
to-day, in larger craft, go out and surround the school of mackerel. by 
nets which are placed vertically in the water and are floated by-cork at 
the top edge. When the school is entirely surrounded the bottom 
edges of the net are drawn together into purse-like shape, and the result 
is that the whole body of fsh, good, bad, and indifferent, are scooped 
up together as if they were so much dirt. 

Now, at a particular time any one can see that such a fishery may be 
specially disadvantageous to the increase of fish. There is a time when 
the fish thus caught are filled with spawn and with the future possi- 
bilities of the production of mackerel. All these fish are taken together; 
and while they are in the spawning condition—that is, while the spawn 
is forming within them—they are poor and almost unfit for food; they 
are very bad for food under all circumstances. 

The proposition which I have to present to the House to-day is the 
same which has been put in operation in‘almost all the States with re- 
gard to the internal fisheries. That is, I propose that we shall have a 
close time which shall cover this period of spawning. I desire frankly 
to state any objections that there are, and I believe I know them all. 
It will strike you at first sight as if there could be nothing said against 
& proposition as reasonable as this is to stop the destruction of fish in 
their spwaning period when the reproduction of the fish is in very great 
peril. - But there aré arguments urged against it, and I am bound to 
say to you at the outset that our scientific men, Professor Baird and 
Professor Goode, express an opinion which I can best show by giving the 

opinion of Professor Goode, which is: 
[have never been convinced that theabundance of mackerel along our eastern 
coast has been in years diminished through th 


eagency of man. [am not 
to say that I believe the prosecution of the spring mackerel 
fishing lead to its own destruction. 
panko To the history of mackerel, ished in 1883 by the Commissioner 
of I reviewed the evidence at time in existence and I have not as 
yet seen any reason for changing the views therein expressed 


I should say to you there are other reasons besides these which I will 
develop, but I want to say distinctly that while Professor Goode says 
he does not know whether such a measure is necessary for that purpose 
or not, I am bound to say to you that every fisherman engaged in the 
business does know, and all of them are here before you with hardly a 
dissenting voice urging upon the ground of their personal experience 
that it will be the destruction of the fisheries not to have a close time, 
and I am prepared to show you that the lack of a close time already 
has been a very severe injury to the fishing industries of the United 


All the fishermen present themselves here with their petitions for this 
bill. On the other hand there is asingle petition against it, and I will 
show you from what source that comes. It isthe petition of the Fish- 
’ Association of the city of New York. They are opposed to 
this legislation. I think I may say without being accused of imputing 
unworthy motives to anybody, that they are opposed to it upon the salu- 
good for people who sell. Of course 


i ’ Association say that they are strug- 
gling in the interest of cheap food for the people. Let us see precisely 
what this cheap-food cry means. Mr. Blackford, who is a New York 
fish commissioner but who is also, I think, or has been, connected with 
the ’ Association—— 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. He is a dealer. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. He is a dealer h If. Mr. Blackford gives 
a single instance of this cheapness of food which illustrates it all. He 
says: 

About the Ist of April the mackerel fleet struck an immense school of fresh 


. 
- 


mackerel, and up and came into New York, and there was at one 
time of million mackerel lying around wharves in the vicin- 
Market. Those mackerel were unloaded just as fast as pos- 


Pere, 008 anion came from all parts of ee sine with baskets 
and the wagons of ! venders, and there was no question about the price. 


iy gave a basketfal for 5 or 10centsand would load a wagon for 25 cents. For 


space of two or three weeks the classes had the benefit of this immense 

Se eee. BOT 5 the city. OF course s 
means of a large class mak —not , alt 

lantean peo money myself, althoug’ 


What was the nature of this cheap food? Cheap things we want. It 
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is a little hard sometimes on the men who furnish them that they should 
be so very cheap, but still we want cheap food, provided it is also good 
food—not cheap and nasty, butcheapand good. What does Mr. Black- 
ford himself say about the character of this food? He says: 

A large portion of these were salted, but at that season of the year the mack- 


erel are inferior in fatness; the quality is not of a kind that makes them most 
desirable for salting. 


to supply that week or two of cheap food to the people in and around 

the city of New York 100,000 barrels of mackerel filied with spawn 

were thrown into the ocean and could not be used—a destruction 
| greater than the actual use that was made; for Mr. Collins tells us that 
only 75,000 barrels were used and 25,000 salted. Is that the kind of 
cheap-food production that you wish to preserve at the expense of what 
I am about to state? There has been a remarkable change of late in 
the nature of the results of mackerel fishing. Several yearsago, when 
300 barrels of mackerel were caught, 200 of them were No. 1, fat, 
valuable fish; 66% per cent. of the whole were fit subjects for con- 
sumption by human beings. 

What are the actual results now, as taken from the books of Lewis, 
Chase & Whitten, of Portland, for the year 1884? Of 14,877 barrels 
taken 317 barrels were No 1; that is, less than 2.2 per cent. instead of 
66% per cent. Of No. 2s there were 3,121 barrels—less than 21 per 
cent.; and the balance, 11,439 barrels, were of poor quality—No. 3s, or 
perhaps worse. The result of all this is that under this system of 
tishing the proportion of No. 1 mackerel has been reduced from 66% per 
cent. of the whole to less than 2.2 per cent., and the number of No. 
3s has increased to 75 per cent. Now, what is the effect of that upon 
the production of this food for the people? Most men know nothing 
of these details. To most men a mackerel is a mackerel, and there’s 
an end of it. When they go to buy a mackerel, if they get one they 
do not like they do not go any more. You see there is a temptation to 
dealers all the time to brand up their goods, because, I am sorry to say, 
the dealers in fish are no more honest than the members of the legal 
profession—things are branded up. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. That is pretty honest. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Yes; that is a high standard. I took the 
highest standard Icould find. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. LORE. If the gentleman will permit me, I wish to ask him 
whether this change does not grow out of the change in the manner of 
catching the fish, the change from the line to the purse-net. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I have no doubt of it, and the result is that 
the great majority of these fish are taken during the spawning season, 
when they are very poor. Ican show from the report of Mr. Collins 
(whom Iam going to quote as an expert against these other gentlemen) 
that all these fish are good after the spawning season. . 

To resume what I was saying, the effect of stopping the catching of 
the fish at the season when they are bad and really not suitable for 
food will be that we shall have good fish caught and good fish distrib- 
uted all over the United States. There will bean increased market for 
them and an increased supply, because the catch of good, sound mack- 
erel will be largely increased. So then I urge this bill, not only on 
behalf of my constituents, but on behalf of all the people of the United 
States. 

Gentlemen may ask, ‘‘ What peopleare you keeping out ?’”’ and among 
the cries raised in opposition to this bill is this: ‘*‘ You want to wait 
until these fish get up along the coastof Maine so that your people can 
catch them all. The fish proceed northward, and you want to shut us 
out until after the Ist of June, when they will have gone up north, so 
that you can catch the whole of them.’’ Well, I trust I have been in 
this House long enough not to attempt a steal of that kind. [{Laugh- 
ter.] What is the fact? Why, the fact is that of the one hundred 
and eighty-four vessels that are engaged in the spring mackerel fishery, 
which we want closed, not a solitary vessel can be found outside of 
Maine and Massachusetts. So we have got the whole business now. 
But the truth about it is that, as Captain Collins says here in this re- 
port, when the fish get well filled with spawn in June they dive down 
in order to accomplish the work. Then there is another difficulty. 
When the fish start in the warm waters about the Gulf Stream, at the 
beginning they are huddled together, and this pursuing them with 
purse-nets breaks them up and drives them way offshore, scattering as 
well as destroying them. 

Why, look atit. In the face of scientific authorities I will not under- 
take to say we can prove that the destructive agency of man will extir- 
pate the whole mackerel tribe from the face of the earth; but I will say 
this, every man on the New England coast knows that the lobster has 
almost disappeared. You can now only catch lobsters about 10 or 12 
inches long, and I can remember when the ordinary size of the lobsters 
caught was pretty nearly twice that size; and according to Mr. Evarts 
there are affidavits in existence as to lobsters weighing 25 pounds, al- 
though I believe the lobster of that weight was not producible at the 
time the affidavit was made, [Laughter.] We know that the supply 
of halibut is thinned out, and that the case is the same in regard to a 
great many other kinds of fish. 1 am aware that Professor Huxley says 
there is no proof that the herring has been diminished by the agency of 
man. But while I can not absolutely prove the necessity, I say all these 


| 

Let me add one other fact in that connection, which is that in order 
| 
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* it my friend from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] who made the re- 
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considerations put together render it exceeding)y desirable that this ex- 
periment should be tried. 

I hold in my hand the printed statement of a gentleman who is prob- 
ably as conversant with this subjectas any otherman. He cameto the 
committee with the emphatic recommendation of Professor Baird, who 
has employed him specially with regard to this part of the fishery ques- 
tion; and whatever information Professor Baird may have has been de- 
rived largely from this gentleman, whosays there is no doubt that there 
would be a great improvement in the quality of the fish if we should 
adopt this measure; and then he comments upon the question of cheap 
food very much as I have done. 

A MemBer. Who is he? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. J. W. Collins, 2 gentleman well known to 
all who are interested in this business. 

One other consideration. Why is it that our people, having com- 
lete possession of this fishery, wish it to be closed as proposed in this 
vill? I have given you some of the reasons; and I will give you an- 

other. It is at present a fishery of so poor a character that it does not 
pay; yet nevertheless we are forced into it, andwhy? From thesame 
peculiarity of human nature that sustains the Louisiana Lottery. Out 
of one hundred and eighty-four vessels engaged in this fishery three or 
four make large hauls and find the business profitable; the others ex- 
pect that they may do the same; and if one goes into it all go into it. 
Now, all should be stopped. 

I think I have stated reasons why this bill should be passed. Let 


_me recapitulate them. The bill isa trial proposition for five years, It 


is a proposition to close this fishery during the spawning season, from 
March until the Ist of June. Its pu is to increase the character 
and value of the fish which will be distributed to the people of the 
United States. If I have made these points as clear to the House as 
they stand in my own mind I can not doubt the result. Allow me to 
add that this is a matter of serious import to my people. They are 
deeply concerned in this question; and I know of no opposition to this 
measure that has not its origin in the fish-mongers’ association of one 
place or another. We propose tostop the catching of these fish during 
the period named by stopping the importation and sale; and the United 
States being the only place where they can be sold, if we stop their 
sale here the fish will not be canght. 

There is another class of fishermen represented by my friend from 
New Jersey (Mr. BucHANAN], a class with which I confess I have 
sympathy; and I hope, when I perfectly understand his amendment, 
to be able to assent to it; if not, I shall have to submit to the vote of 
the House on that question. He states that the people on the New Jer- 
sey coast are interested in fishing carried on in rowboats; and that this 
measure, without the amendment he suggests, will cut them off from 
some degree of sustenance during the period to which the prohibition 
will apply. Isympathize with the gentleman’s position; for the con- 
sideration he presents is of similar character to that I present in behalf 
of my people. It may be, however, that we can not arrange a close 
season without injuring somebody. But I trust I have shown the 
counterbalancing advantages to be so great that this House will not 
hesitate to give the fishermen of this country what they all demand. 

I reserve the residue of my time. 

Mr. HEWITT obtained the floor. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Will the gentleman yield a moment that I may 
have an amendment read for information ? 

Mr. HEWITT. Certainly. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add at the end of the first section the aout: 

“Pro : , That nothing in this act Il be held to apply to mack- 
ere] caught offshore south of San dewey with hook and line, from open row- 
boats of less than 20 feet keel, and landed in said boats south of said point.” 

Mr. HEWITT. Will my friend from New Jersey [Mr. BucHaNAN 
be good enough to tell me whether the mackerel caught with hook 
line off the coast of New Jersey are large or small mackerel ? 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Both. 

Mr. HEWITT. Then they catch large, fine mackerel there with 
hook and line? : 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Yes, sir. - 

Mr. HEWITT. Mr. Speaker, I suppose the House would like to 
know how it happens that a bill of this importance comes before the 
House with a report in its favor and no minority report, and yet a 
member of the Committee on Ways and Means takes the floor in oppo- 
sition to the bill. The reason is that the bill was ordered to be re- 
ported in total ignorance of the facts of this particular fishery. I take 


port will admit that if all the facts now known had been presented to 
the committee and discussed in committee, as they were not, there 
would have been at least a very considerable difference of opinion as 
to the propriety of this measure. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I hope the gentleman from 
New York will not attempt to express what other gentlemen think. I 
have expressed no such opinion as that, and I assent to no such opin- 
ion. If other gentlemen of the committee agree with my friend from 


New York I hope they will so announce, but until they have done so I 
trust be will not claim them as concurring with him. 






May 21, 


Mr. HEWITT. I have claimed nobody. I only repeat what I said, 


that there was no discussion in the committce which could by possi- 
bility have led to the presentation of any minority report. The facis | 
am about to bring to the attention of the House were offered to the at- 
tention of the committee, but it was after the bill and report had beep 
submitted to the House and were placed upon the Calendar. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The gentleman from New Yor): 


is aware the committee is well able to take care of itself. If the gent|o- 


man has a great deal of information he deserves credit for it, but I do 
not think he is the sole gatherer of information, or that other gentle. 
men are as ignorant as he seeks to represent them. 

Mr. HEWITT. Before I am through—— 

Mp. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I trust the gentleman wil! not 
im: other people. 

r. HEWITT. Before I am through with the matter it will be dis- 
covered when and why at the time the report was made. 

Mr. Spe ker, if this bill should be enacted into a law it will certainly 
produce three results: 

First, it will deprive a very large number of the people of this coun. 
try of cheap and nutritious food. 

Secondly, it will deprive of employmenta very large number of tisher- 
men, more than two thousand in number, who find occupation in this 
business between the months of April and June, in mackerel catching, 
which it is now pro to prohibit. 

And, lastly, it will confine the mackerel fishing to the States of Mas- 
sachusetts and Maine, because mackerel arrive on this coast about the 
end of March. They come chiefly off the mouth of Chesapeake Pay, 
aud proceed thence slowly northward and reach Massachusetts and 
Maine in the month of June, when this bill, if enacted, would cease to 
operate. While fishermen along the coast below were prohibited from 
fishing, the whole mackerel schools, whatever they amount to, would 
be open for the fishermen of the States of Maine and Massachusetts. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. HEWITT. I shall decline to answer any question at this mo- 
ment, because the gentleman’s case has been presented by a represent- 
ative of his State who is quite able to take care of the State of Maine, 
and I wish to get my statement before the House. After that it will 
give me pleasure to answer any question the gentleman may put to me. 

Now as to the quantity of this food. ‘There are about one hundred 
and eighty vessels which are engaged in catching mackerel from the 
ist of April to the 1st of June. The quantity caught is almost fabu- 
lous. 

The gentleman from Maine [Mr. ReEp] referred to the testimony of 
Mr. Blackfora that on one occasion last year 15,000,000 of mackerel 
were brought into the city of New York, and the inability to handle 
them—of the market to take them—was so great they were finally 
given away by basketsful to the poor. This year the mackerel have 
been somewhat late in coming on the coat, probably due to the cold 
weather. I happened to see the first vessel which came into Fulton 
market. It contained 30,000 mackerel. Two weeks later, in asingle 
day, 8,000,000 of mackerel were brought into the port of New York and 
distributed, not as the gentleman from Maine said, in the immediate 
vicinity of that port, but under the modern system of refrigerating 
cars were sent over the entire United States. 

The fact the Rocky Me has come in to distribute this food to every 
point east of the Mountains, making this a question of impor- 
tance to the whole country. This prolific catch of mackerel bas gone 
on so that last night I received from Mr. Blackford, who, perhaps, is 
the best practical expert in matters of fish in this country, this telegram: 

Since last Monday— ° 

That is four days— 
four thousand five hundred and ten barrels of fresh mackerel landed and soid in 
Fulton market; all large, fine fish. 

I quote that now as an answer to ee co gentleman from 
Maine this spring fishing produced only of an inferior grade. 

There is authority for saying many of these fish are not good for salt- 
ing. Thatis true. Spring mackerel are notso good an article {or salt- 
ing as those caught laterin theseason; but for fresh food, which in the 
spring of the year every man, whether he be workman, lawyer, or stat«s- 
man craves, mackerel is one of the best food-fishes which is put upon 
the table. 

Now, a proposition to destfoy an industry employing over two thou- 
sand of these very fishermen tor whom the a from Maine seems 
to be so interested, and they are his not mine—by whose aid 
this fishing is done inthe main—a proposition to take away from them 
an employment which is so advantageous to them and so usefu! to the 
whole community t to rest on very clear authority. 

That it will bea to the mackerel fishermen is beyond qucs- 
tion. My friend from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], when ivter- 
rupted yesterday as to whether he consulted the Commission 
on this subject, replied, as stated in the Recor», he had been talked 
with but had not been consulted by the commission. } 

My friend’s memory must have been rather short on that occasiou, 
for Uhold Nee eee ee ee ee ny 
, RIDGE, of Arkansas. If the gentleman will read m7 
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remarks in the Recorp he will find that they are entirely in harmony 
with the statement that I had made no specific inquiry as to the pend- 
ing bill; but that I conferred fully with the Commissioner and others 
by letter and verbally about the proposition in the bill. I refer the 
gentleman to the RECORD. 

Mr. HEWITT. I understand what the gentleman said; it appears 
in the RecoRD; and if you will give me the Recorp I will quote the 
exact language, so that there can be no question as to the accuracy of it. 

I hold in ay nt a letter addressed to the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas as a member of the Committee on Ways and Means, signed by 
Spencer F. Baird, Commissioner, being an official answer to the inquiry 
addressed to him; but first I read from the RecorD the remarks of the 
gentleman in answer to the inquiry as to whether the Fish Commis- 
sion had been consulted with reference to this bill or not: 

Mr. Lore. Let me ask the gentleman from Arkansas whether the Fish Com- 
mission of the United States have favored this bill? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I will state in response to the gentleman 
from Delaware that the Fish Commission of the United States has not been 
asked specifically about the bill; though I have talked fully with the Comrifis- 
sioner and others of the service,and had some correspondence with them about 
the propositions involved ; and I have here in my hand avery interesting letter 
from the specialist employed by Professor Baird to study and observe the habits, 
&c., of the mackerel, Collins, a gentleman who I am assured by Pro- 


fessor Baird is the best } ving authority on the subject, and his statements of 
facts strongly sustain this bill. 


In which it will be seen that the gentleman has omitted altogether 
every reference to the letter of Professor Baird himself. Now I will 
read to the House that letter, and I suppose it will not be questioned 
that Professor Baird is ized throughout not only the whole of 
this country but the habitable globe as second only to one man, whose 
authority I shall also produce, Professor Huxley, in regard to the effect 
of fishing in any form or shape upon the catch of deep-sea fish. He 
says: 

Dear Sir: I have received your letter asking for an opinion as to whether 
the preventing of mackerel ing— 


And I take it that that isabundant proof to begin with that the gen- 
tleman had asked his opinion. 

Mr. TILLMAN. What is the date of that letter? 

Mr. HEWITT. February 15. I will give it in full: 


Unrrep States CoMMIssION OF FISH AND FISHERIES, 
Washington, D. C., February 15, 1836. 

Dean Sm: I have received your letter asking for an opinion as to whether 
“the preventing of mackerel fishing during the spring months is necessary for 
the maintenance of an abundant supply of that fish upon our shores.” 

I have never been convinced that the abundance of mackerel has been in any 
way affected through the agency of man. The catch in 1884 and 1885 was far 
above the a for the past fifty years. It isnot impossible, however, that the 
continuance of use of the great eg “> may in time have an appreci- 
able effect in decreasing their numbers. The statistics of the next few years 
will doubtless enable us to form a definite opinion upon this question. 

Naturalists are obliged to admit their ignorance in regard to many portions of 
the life-history of the mackerel and other fishes of similar roving habits. We 
do not yet know definitely where they go in winter, nor by what routes they ap- 

our shores in . Weare equally ignorant of their habits during the 

: season. So ee has the condy of nase ee a considered 

that some years ago for a schooner especially pted for their investi- 

gation. at its last session acceded to this request, and the vessel has 

been built and is now nearly ready for service. I hope that inthe near future 

the habits of the mackerel, the menhaden, and the bluefish will be as thoroughly 
understood as are now those of the trout and the cod. 

The bill before you would appear to aim at the prohibition of mackerel fishing 

nae. during the spawningseason. In reality, however, the time of spawn- 
nD 


ez, y on the coast of New England, extends considerably beyond the 
ito | ae 


So that the bill would not affect the object, for the only spawning of 
value which takes place is in and after the months of June and July. 


The probable effect of the passage of this bill upon the extensive pound and 
weir fisheries of Southern New a is wee of your Gnakinwnion. since 


h fisherme e mackerel when they admit the other spe- 
cies which are swimming in company with them. 


So that if this were adopted the pound fishing would have to be 
stopped; and I leave that tomy Massachusetts friends to determine its 


_In conclusion, I regret to say that in the present state of knowledge of the 
life-history of the mackerel I am unable to express a positive opinion as to 
whether or not the passage of the bill under consideration would have a beve- 


ial 
Very respectfully, 
Hon. C.R. 


e 


SPENCER F. BAIRD, Commissioner. 
E, 
of Ways and Means, House of Representatives. 


Now, Mr. voce there is the judgment of a thoroughly disinter- 
ested man in the presence of a proposition to deprive the people of this 
country of an almost unlimited supply of food for a period of three 
number of fishermen, who are entitled, as the gen- 
well said, to great consideration at the hands 
of this House in view of their difficulties with Canada. There is his 
bill could not be said to have any beneficent effect 
that he does not know and is not able to state what the 

effect would be. That is the opinion expressed here. 
has an assistant, Professor Brown Goode, who was sent out 
in charge of the American exhibits to the London Fisheries’ Exposition 
and received a medal. I presume it will scarcely be questioned that 
Professor Goode and Professor Baird are two among the greatest ex- 
perts of the world in this line. I wrote hima letter myself later upon 


! 
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this subject, for I was ignorant of the effect of it, and asked his opinion. 
In his response he says: 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL Museum, Washington, April 12, 1886. 
Dear Sim: I have never been convinced that the abundance of mackerel 
along our eastern coast has been, in past years, diminished through the agency 
ofman. Iam not, therefore, prepared to say that I believe that the prosecution 
of the spring mackerel fishery will lead to its owndestruction. Inareport upon 
the history of the mackerel, published in 1883 by the Commissioner of Fisher- 
ies, I reviewed the evidence at that time in existence,and I have not yet seen 
any reason for changing the views thercin expressed. I mail you herewitha 
copy of this report. 
Believe me, yours, very respectfully, 
G. BROWN GOODE, 

Hfon, Abram S. Hewirtr. 

In this report, which Lhave here on my desk, giving the facts and con- 
clusions which are the results of careful research, discussing as it does 
all of the phases of the mackerel question, in this public document, 
which is at the disposal of any gentlen:an, all of these facts will be 
found fully set forth and sustained. 

Now, the gentleman from Maine says it is necessary to have « close 
period for mackerel. That iswhat hewants. That isa very plausible 
idea, Mr. Speaker, and I was originally taken in by it myself. Every 
man who has ever approached the subject has thought that there ought 
to be a close period for animals to breed in. But when you examine 
the facts you will find that there are two classes of ocean fishes. Those 
which come into our rivers and seek the fresh water for spawning pur- 
poses need aclose period, because if all were taken, as thesalmon have 
been taken at the mouth of the river when running in to spawn, there 
could never be a return current of young fishesafter the spawning season. 

Hence we have wisely provided for close periods for the ocean fishes 
that seek the fresh water to spawn. But there is another class of 
ocean fishes, such as mackerel, herring, the cod, the bluefish, and the 
menhaden, that never spawn in fresh water, that never come to the 
rivers to spawn. And in regard to the mackerel there is this re- 
markable fact: They spawn upon the surface, upon the open ocean, 
upon the broad surface of the ocean. Their spawn is at the mercy of 
the winds and the waves; no doubt wisely so. No doubt in the order 
of Providence that is the method which He has taken for the produc- 
tion of certain kinds of fish which the energy of man has never yet 
been able to destroy. The herring fisheries of to-day are more pro- 
ductive than they have ever been in any previous period of man’s his- 
tory since we have had any record. The mackerel fishery of to-day is 
more productive than it ever has been in any previous period. When 
you remember the spawn of a single-mackerel produces five hundred 
thousand eggs you will understand how small a quantity is necessary 
to produce the number of mackerel we take in a single season; it is 
safe to say less than five hundred thousand mackerel would produce 
the entire catch of twenty-five millions of mackerel supposed to be 
taken in a single season. 

So you see that man can not by any contrivance whatever destroy 
these fish which come in large schools. Do gentlemen here know the 
magnitude and size of these schools which are sent upon our coasts for 
the express purpose of giving us cheap food? One fisherman I saw told 
me he had met this year a school of mackerel 7 miles long and 2 miles 
broad, and packed so densely that it seemed to him as if the water 
could find no place among them; and yet this is the kind of animal life 
which the gentleman from Arkansas and the gentleman from Maine say 
is worried by the attempts of the fishermen to cateh a few of them, and 
is driven off the coast in consequence of it. There is no possibility of 
worrying them. When taken by one of these purse-net seines they are 
scooped in, as many as the net can hold, put on the vessel, and brought 
into port, and the rest go no one knows where. Even the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. REED] admits that when they spawn on his coast the 
mackerel disappear for atime. He did not tell us whether they dis- 
appeared before or after they spawn. But the mackerel disappear. 
Where have they gone? Into Fulton market? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Asthe gentleman from New York is quoting 
me, I will read the exact language I quoted from some one else: 

At this time in June the fish appear to sink out of sight for two or three 
weeks; this occuring a few seasons a little earlier or later than at other times, 
owing probably to the varying temperature of the water. It is said they have 
gone down to spawn. 

| ‘That is the testimony of Captain Collins. 

| Mr. HEWITT. I thank the gentleman for giving that testimony. 
Captain Collins is a great expert, but he does not know what they go 
down for; nor do I, nor does the gentleman from Maine. Idonot know 
what they go down for; but this is certain, notwithstanding the fact 
that this work of destruction has been going on for the last fifteen 
years when the purse-seine contrivance was first adopted, and for ten 
years and with the same energy that it is now prosecuted and with the 
same results, the catch of mackerel has gone on, with slight variations, 
steadily increasing. It is true that we do not get the same quantity 
of No. 1 mackerel that we formerly caught, but those statistics are the 
statistics when the mackerel were canght by the hook and line; and 
that was the point of my question to the gentleman from New Jersey, 
whether when his Jersey constituents go out to catch mackerel with 
hook and line they do not get as good fish as ever. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Come up and try them. 
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Mr. HEWITT. Iknowsomething about the Jersey fish. And that 
reminds me that all this talk about taking mackerel in the spawning sea- 
son is simply ridiculous in view of the facts. In the first place it turns 
out as a curious fact in natural history that three-fourths of the fish 
caught in the spring fishing are male fish, and only one-fourth are female 
fish. Will some one undertake to explain by what provision of Divine 
Providence the female fish are preserved out of sight, not within the 
range of these nets, while the male fish are principally taken? And let 
me mention another thing as to theshad. A shad is not regarded as fit 
to eat except when it is in the spawning season, and whatis trueof the 
shad is true of the mackerel. The mackerel that have been brought 
into New York this year, as certified by Mr. Blackford, turn out to be a 
very large, better, and a finer classof fish than have come there for the 
last few years. If I, like the gentleman from Maine, were to reason 
post hoc propter hoc, 1 would say the seine-fishing is steadily increasing 
and improving the value of the fish; they get better all the time, every 
year a little better than they were the year before. But I confess 
frankly I do not know anything aboutit. I only know the fact that 
we get mackerel, that we get them in increasing quantity, and that they 
are a fish essential to the support not merely of my people, but of the peo- 
ple whom all of you represent on this floor. Now this testimony which 
I have cited agrees with the testimony of everybody who has carefully 
considered this subject. 

Mr. Blackford is one of the fish commissioners of the State of New 
York, and is also the assistant fish commissioner of the United States 
in charge of the oyster-beds. He is a fish-dealer, a most remarkable 
fish-dealer, an honor to his State and to his country, a man who devotes 
the profit of his great business (and he is the greatest fish-dealer in the 
world) to the propagation of food-fishes and the investigation of the 
laws which govern their growth and their perpetuity. Mr. Blackford 
testified on the subject before the Senate committee, and in his testi- 
mony he said that he had begun (as all of us have begun) with the idea 
that the mackerel fishery and all the ocean fisheries would be injured 
unless provision was made for a close season. He says: 

Not being much of a writer or speaker, it was a matter of considerable oor 


for me,and I went to work to get r ways from my own diaries 
meee of the daily svapaien of the mar! of the and notes that I take 
of the large catches, in order to this paper to be read; but when I got 


re 
my material all together I found the facts were aie te to the views 
whieh 1 bad entestainedend Ghe ene | tached tate tnen the more I be- 
came im that there was no necessity for legislation for the protection of 


any of the free-swimming ocean sea-fishes, 
There is the conclusion of the most intelligent practical man on this 
subject in this country, who went into the investigation with his mind 
made up that protection was necessary in order to preserve these fish- 
eries from damage but who came out of it satisfied his former view 
was wrong and testified before the Senate committee that in his judg- 
ment it was impossible for man to do any injury to the ocean fisheries. 
This same question has been up time and again in Great Britain. It 
has been the subject of royal commissions. The last commission that 
sat upon it was headed by Professor Huxley. I hold in my hand a 
paper by that eminent scientific man in which he sums up the matter, 
and which is so interesting that I shall read it at a greater length than 
I otherwise would. It was published in the Popular Science Monthly 
for August, 1881. In this paper Professor Huxley is speaking of the 
herring; but the habits of herring and of the mackerel are almost 
identical. Thereis, however, aslightdifference in their mode of spawn- 
ing. Professor Huxley says: 
Su that every mature female herring la 


10,000 
not interfered with by man, and that their nw 
same year after year, ao aoe that 9,998 of the progeny of 


every female m 
be destroyed ore maturity. For, if more than t two out of t the 
10,000 deueuction, the number of herrings will be proportionately in- 
creased, Or, in other words, if the average strength of the shoala which visita 


given locality is to pa the 7 year by year, many times t 
number contained in those ust be annually And how ins 
enormous amount of destruction eadested will be obvious to any one who con- 


siders the o ions of the fin-whales, the pomporees, Ge nets, the the 
codfish, the dogfish, which accom shoals a Samir teen 
upen them ; to say —"- of the flat-fish, which prey upon the newly depos- 
ited spawn, or of the erel, and the inn le smaller enemies which 
devour the fry in all stam of their development. Itis no to 
fird five or six—nay, even ten or twelve—herrings —— ofa 

and in 1863 we calculated that the whole take of the grea’ fish- 


eries is less than the number of herrings which woua'ts m atone robability have 
a consumed by the codfish captured in the same waters if they had been left 
n the sea, 
Man, in fact, is but one of a vast co-operative society of herring-catchers, and 
the larger the share he takes, the less there is for the rest of the company. If 
and would 


man took none, the other shareholders would havea larger di 
thrive and multi py in proportion; but it would come to pretty m the same 
thing to the he 

And the fact is ‘aie same in regard to the mackerel. Finally, Pro- 


fessor Huxley says in conclusion: 


I do not think that any one who focteeqaeafeliy tube Che autject will arrive 
at any other conclusion than that reached by m Bt on and myself: 
namely, that the best thing for governments to do ee eee 
fisheries is to let them except in so far as the police of the sea is 

With this proviso, let fish how they like,as 


like. At present Mmust eggs ev aere 
that there is not a particle of evidence 
ciable influence on the 


Now, I think I have shown that thereisa peaenabeni® of know]- 


edge on this subject; and in the presence of this lack of knowledge we 
are asked to pass a bill which it is admitted, if passed now, is too late 
to have any effect this year, either good or bad. We are asked to pass 
now a measure which can not take effect until next year, though by re- 
ferring the whole subject to the Fish Commission we can get their de. 
liberate opinion in time for action in December next. Thatis the wise 
and sensible thing todo. I think the Fish Commission will probably 
know something more on this question than they know now, but I do not 
expect they will ever get any knowledge which will serve toshow that 
the fisheries can by any possibility be affected by any quantity of fish 
that man, with all his contrivances, can take out of the ocean in any 
period of two or three months; for after all this fishing is over, these 
vast schools of mackerel are found passing up the coasts of Massachnu- 
setts and Maine to Canada; so all that we do not take go to Canada for 
her protected fishermen, because our people, as the law now stands, can 
not go there and take any of those fish. If then this bill passes it wi)! 
have but one effect. It will entirely prevent mackerel fishing below 
the coast of Massachusetts; it will confine it fora brief period to Massa 
chusetts and Maine; and these fish wil! then pass to Canada out of th 1e 
reach of our fishermen. 

In the face of these facts, which can not be controverted, the gentle- 
man from Maine says, ‘‘If you will pass this bill we shall be able to 
supply you with big mackerel.’’ That is not what my constituents or 
the people of this country want, for the big mackerel fetch a big price 
per pound. Twenty-five cents per pound is often charged for large 
mackerel, while little mackerel sell for 1 centapound. The only effect 
of the bill advocated by the gentleman from Maine will be to take away 
mackerel as the cheap food of the common people and give it as a lux- 
ury to the tables of the rich. [Applause. ] 

Mr. Speaker, the catch of mackerel in one year, according to the 
figures cited by the gentleman from Maine, was about 14,000 barrels, 
of which 66 per cent., he said, were large mackerel, which would be 
8,000 or 9,000 barrels. Sir, in four days in the city of New York half 
that number—4,500 barrels—were sold and distributed as cheap food 
toour people. So that if you pass this bill you merely prevent a great 
industry from being carried on in order that you may havea few barre!s 
of very fine fish. 

The gentleman also said that all the fishermen are in favor of this 
measure. Well, sir, I went upon a fishing-boat, the captain being a 
Gloucester man, having a crew of eight fishermen. When! asked him 
whether he wanted this fishery stopped he said he did not; that it gave 
them employment at a time fers. they had no other. "But, ” said 
he, ‘‘ we will settle this business.’’ .So he sent me down a series of 
petitions, which are signed by these rude fishermen. 

These petitioners say: 

The vase of feepreweatatives fishermen, being at the introduction in 
the House of ves of the bill’ (H.R. entitled “A bill relating to 
the importing and of mackerel caught during the spawning season,’ 
and whereby the catching and landing of mackerel from March to June |, in- 

isan and unnecessary bill. 

Second. During the months mentioned very a spawn. 

Now, these fishermen know something about this matter. 

June and July are the eee spawning months. 
Third. Mackerel are 


increasing and not diminishing in quantity. 


Fourth. The sasnge of the would turn out o! ge me during the 
prohibited season over two thousand of our fishermen are dependent 
thereon support of themselves and their families 


And we earnestly ask that the passage of the said bill be defeated. 


Now, this petition is a genuine article—not the kind made to order. 
Here are thesignatures of hard-working, honest, diligent fishermen, who 
only ask to be let alone, to be undisturbed in the pursuit of an honest 
livelihood. They are the gentleman’s constituents, not mine, for whom 
I appeal to this House. They sell to my constituents what my con- 
stituents want to buy; but they want to be let alone in their honest 
industry. Yet, in ignorance of the facts of the case, and in the pres- 
ence of the scientific testimony, so far as it goes, that no good can come 
from this measure, this House is asked to pass it when there is every 
reason why, out of regard to the food of the poor, the oceupations of the 
industrious, and the general good of the whole country, we should not 
only go slowly, but if necessary vote the measure down. I have no de- 
these gentlemen of the committee to the humiliation of 
clause of this bill struck out. I prefer that it shall 
want them to study this subject a little more thor- 
oughly than they have studied it, although they seem to be satisfied 
with the knowledge they have thus far obtained. I am not satisfied 
with what I have been able to get within this short time; but I say. so 
far as the facts appear there is abundant reason to apprehend that this 

legislation is not only unnecessary, but dangerous and de- 
structive to interests which are entitled to the consideration of the 
House. 

I reserve the remainder of my time. 

Mr. HAMMOND. This seems to be the applicution of game laws to 
food-fishes. I wish to ask the tleman whether such a thing hs 
ever been done before by the United States? 

HEWITT. Serna ean te theoee 
has been the application of the close season to those 
fishes that seek the fresh waters to spawn; and even there the Govern- 
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ment of the United States has had to keep its hands off, because the | Ocean or: unother? Does he think they are any better caught off the coast 


State jurisdiction in almost every case comesin. The Fish Commission 
has sought for the co-operation of the States wherever it could be ob- 
tained, and has in most cases been able to get it. 

Mr. "REAGAN. As the attention of the gentleman from New York 
has been directed to this question, I wish to inquire whether the Gov- 
ernment of the United States has ever heretofore undertaken to regu- 
late fishing upon the high seas outside of the marine league, and whether 
Congress has authority to regulate fisheries on the borders of States | 
within the marine league? 

Mr. HEWITT. Ihave not given my personal attention to that mat- 
ter. It isa legal question; and such questions I always prefer not to 
discuss. But 1 think in this House, so largely composed of lawyers, 
that question can be readily answered. I know of no power on the 
part of the United States to control fishing within the jurisdiction sug- 
gested by the gentleman; but I do ize the fact that in licensing 
fishing boats, the Government of the United States might put in the 
licenses a provision limiting the operations of such boats. I suppose 
that might be done. 

Mr. McADOO. As the a from New York has given this 
subject some investigation, I will ask him whether it is not the fact 
that the menhaden fishing is doing more harm than any other class of 
fishing on our coast? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I understand the point in this case to be 
that the supposed danger against which this bill is directed does not 
exist. 

Mr. HEWITT. It does not exist according to the testimony of every 
intélligent man who has examined the subject. 

v Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say,if the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Hewitt] has at last got through, that I do not 
purpose to discuss the constitutional objection which is raised against 
this measure, as itis raised against every measure which is called up for 
consideration in this House and which certain gentlemen wish to defeat. 

Indeed, Ido not purpose to discuss the question at length in any of its 


aspects; but it seems to me to be a question whether we will legislate | 


to save the source of supply of « valuable article of food, the source of 
a great industry, or allow people for immediate gain to kill the goose 
that lays the golden egg. 

And in this controversy the same old question arises, and it arises 
between the same parties as when I first heard it discussed; that is, be- 
tween the fishermen and the fishmongers. I know how it was in my 
own State. We had all these arguments against the protection of the 
menhaden. They told us menhaden could never be lessened on the 
coast of Maine by the hand of man. I have gone down to the shore 
and have seen at one time thirteen steamers fishing for menhaden, a 
ey steamer taking 800 barrels of these fish at one haul. 

Our people wanted menhaden protected by law from this wholesale 
slaughter in order that our fishermen might have them to use for bait 
in catching cod and other large fish. And by the way, sir, if this had 
been done sufficiently early the trouble between us and Canada would 
never have occurred, because we would have had an abundanceof bait 
upon our own coast to supply all our fishermen. 

When, however, it was proposed to protect the menhaden by legis- 
lation the same reasons and excuses were urged against it that we have 
pre ee ep fishmongers and the great corporattons inter- 
the product of these fisheries defeated for a time the efforts 

yt ptcaape of the menhaden. At last these fish left 
oan during the last eight or nine years there has not been 
— menhaden caught on the coast of Maine to supply bait for our 


The The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewirt] says that out of ten 
dsruction belt U deposited by the female fish not more than two escape 

the young fish are hatched, and he by allowing 

taken in spawning time would destroy these two. My 
colleague has referred to the effort made in Maine to protect by legis- 
lation the lobster from annihilation. These efforts finally succeeded 
the enactment of a law providing for a close time, and 

that lobsters less than a certain should not be exposed for sale. 
But this law, while it has arrested the destruction, and I hope may 
the extermination of the lobster, came too late to save it from 

80 seriously diminished, both in numbers and size, that this fish 

8o plentifal and cheap isnow comparatively rareand dear, and will 
serge less than one-half its size of twenty years ago. Still we had 


fi 


same in obtaining legislation to preserve the lobster that 
we had in in trying to save the menhaden, the same we have here to-day 
in our efforts to _— the extermination of the mackerel. Our op- 


ponents ponents quoted fom ——- gentlemen, produced the testimony of 
ie ee enormous number of eggs which 
fisherman said proved to be 

for was shown, as I am sure it will 


be in this case, See — 
Vy fend fom New York says we are selfish in this thing; that we 
this bill to pass so these fish will be caught on the coasts of 


Maine and Massachusetts. He, however, recognizes the fact that they 
are all and Massachusetts fishermen who catch these mackerel. 
What does it matter to him whether they catch them in one part of the 





of New York than when they are caught off the coasts of Maine and 


Massachusetts? 
What has been said in favor of the bill I know to be 4rue by experi- 


ence, because I have seen mackerel caught ever since my boyhood. 


If mackerel are caught before the ist day of Jane and put on the mar. 
ket for sale, very few people who know what good wholesome mackerel 
arewillwantthem. Why? Becausethey are thena poor articleof food. 
Indeed this involves the question of good or poor food for the people. 
Mackerel, when spawning time is over and they have had an oppor- 
tunity to fatten, are, as the gentleman has said, the finest fish in the 
world. But before that time, when caught off the coast here, lam bound 
to say from experience they are the meanest fish that swim—too mean to 
be eaten by anybody, rich or poor. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I did not intend, as I said when I rose, to make 
any lengthy remarks upon this subject, but I de not see why the peo- 
ple of this country are not as. much interested in having a close time 
for fishing for mackerel as they are in having the fisheries protected in 
our several States by legal enactment. I do not see why the people of 
the whole country who consume fish, as well as the fishermen them- 
selves on the coast who earn their livelihood by fishing, should not be 
as much interested in the protection of this great article of food and 
this important industry as they are in the protection of game, which in 
many of our States is so zealously guarded. 

We are everywhere establishing fish-breeding places in order to cul- 
tivate the supply of food-fishes, and I am glad to be able to say that 
the salmon on the coast of Maine, which had been growing scarce, have 
sensibly increased since fish-breeding was established at Bucksport. 
And while we are taking so much pains to propagate our valuable fishes 
does not a wise economy demand that we should prevent as far as pos- 
sible their wanton destruction ? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I wish to ask the gentleman from Maine, 
with his permission, a question in connection with one remark of the 
gentleman from New York. He says the testimony of gentlemen who 
are interested in the success of this industry points to the fact that 
the spawning season is early in June and July, and not largely in 
March and April. What are the facts and what is the testimony 
which the gentleman has on that particular point? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say, in answer to my 
friend from Ohio, that if I should attempt to reply to the immense amount 
of misinformation which the gentleman from New York has this morn- 
ing given to the House on the subject of fish and fisheries of different 
kinds I think I would require much more time than I would care to con- 
sume in this House and much more I am sure than anybody would like 
to occupy in listening to me. But the testimony to the contrary of the 
statement of the gentleman from New York is abundantand overwhelm- 
ing. 

The gentlemen from New York has quoted Professor Baird and oth- 
ers, and what does it allamountto? When he gets through it amounts 
to the fact that he admits that he knows nothing about ‘the habits of 
these fish, and notwithstanding this he has talked to the House almost 
an hour, and has succeeded in giving us such lack of information as we 
should have a right to expect from one making such an admission. 

Sir, I say in conclusion that the question is whether we shall allow 
men for immediate gains—men who do not regard the future of this 
great industry, nor the necessities of our people so largely benefited 
by this article of food—to impair its supply, as has been done in the 
case of the menhaden and lobster, or shall we by administering a timely 
and effective remedy preserve it? . 

The importance of both cheap and wholesome food for the people de- 
mands that the mackerel, which is almost universally used, should be 
allowed to perpetuate itself and should be taken only when in good 
condition, and I believe that the provisions of this bill designed to 
secure these objects will meet with the approval of this House and the 
country. 

Mr. LORE. Mr. Speaker, with all due respect to my friend from 
Maine I may be permitted to state that since the days of wooden nut- 
megs and Waterbury clocks I have not seen such an ingenious piece of 
mechanism as the construction of this bill. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Wooden nutmegs and Waterbury clocks were not 
made in Maine. 

Mr. LORE. Not very far from it; they were just across the line. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. A good long way acrossthe line. The gentleman 
himself lives as near to the wooden nutmegs and Waterbury clocks as 
I do. 

Mr. LORE. That may be; but I am not abusing my New England 
friends, only suggesting a historical fact. I have always admired Yan- 
kee ingenuity and skill in devising such mechanism. 

But, Mr. Speaker, let us examine this bill section by section and an- 
alyze its provisions and effect. This first section provides that no mack- 
erel, other than Spanish mackerel, caught between the Ist day of March 
and the Ist of June in each year, "shall be permitted to be imported or 
landed on our shores. ‘The next section provides that the license to be 
granted by the United States shall be made to conform to that con- 
dition of facts, afd shall not authorize the person holding the same to 
violate the first section. 
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- The third section provides for the forfeiture of the vessel if it violates 
the provisions of the act if it be an American vessel, and if not, then it 
provides for the forfeiture of the mackerel or the fish that are landed. 

You will observe that the bill as it stands is an absolute prohibition 
against catching mackerel from the Ist of March to the Ist of June of 
each year all along our coast from Cape Hatteras to New England. Let 
us consider it. This mackerel question is an exceedingly interesting 
one. The makerel is in a great degree the most mysterious fish in its 
habits and haunts. They first approach our shores in March off Cape 
Hatterasin North Carolina in immense shoals, ahd pass northward until 
they strike the coast of Maine, which they reach about the month of 
June. Now I am not responsible for the truth of what a very intelli- 
gent gentleman said last night, but will give it in passing. He said 
the ingenuity of my friends from Maine and Massachusetts is so great 
that they secure the kind of food the mackerel are accustomed to, watch 
their coming, spread it bountifully on the way, toll them all along the 
coast from Cape Hatteras until they get them up to Maine, and when 
they get them up there they feed it out in such abundance as to keep 
them from going farther, to the fishermen of Nova Scotia and Newfound- 
land. [Laughter. ] 

I presume this is a myth, but is illustrative of the popular opinion 
of the skill and forehandedness of our New England friends. But judg- 
ing from the mechanism of this bill it would not strike one as an im- 
possibility. 

These fish as they pass along the coast from Hatteras up to Maine 
are caught by the dwellers on the coast in every direction. They are 
caught by men who go out in boats and bateaux, and as the bill now 
stands it would prevent a person in North Carolina, Virginia, Mary- 
land, Delaware, New Jersey, or New York from going out in a canoe 
or a Koat and catching and landing fish for his own use. 

r. REED, of Maine. There is an amendment which will provide 
for that. 

Vv Mr. LORE. That I understand they propose to correct by an amend- 
ment. If the bill is so amended that objection would be removed. 
But there is a broader objection than that. As the bill now stands it 
would be open and vulnerable to that attack. But if amended it ig 
vulnerable in other points. But first let me consider the reasons urged 
for this bill, and which were presented by my friend from Maine [ Mr. 
REED] in his usually vigorous, terse, and exceedingly forcible style. 
The first one is that it benefits the fishermen. Now I say to the gen- 
tleman in all frankness there are other fishermen than those on the 
coasts of Maine and Massachusetts. The mackerel run from Hatteras 
upto Maine. They get upto the coasts of Massachusettsand Maine in 

_4une; so that if you prevent the catching of mackerel up to the Ist 
day of June all dwellers on the coast up to Massachusetts and Maine 
are prevented from catching mackerel, for this time covers the exact 
period of their passage from Hatteras to New England. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. LORE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. There are none that go out to catch these 
schools of mackerel. There are only fishermen that go out within 10 
miles of the shore, and those we propose to provide for. The only ones 
that are interfered with by this bill after the amendment is made are 
people from Maine and Massachusetts. 

Mr. LORE. Then this is an attempt to prevent your Maine and 
Massachusetts men from taking the fish at that time? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. It is an attempt to stop that kind of fishery 
during the spawning season. 

Mr. LORE. I do not know that that alters very materially the 
point I make as to whether or not the bill benefits the fishermen. If 
the amendment to the bill corrects the first defect of which I spoke and 
deprives the Maine and Massachusetts men of the power to catch and 
bring the fish into New York, it deprives them of just such profits as 
they may make during that season; and I do not see that it would be 
a material advantage even to them. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. They think it would be. 

Mr. LORE. I do not think the case is so clear on that ground that 
it is for the benefit of the fishermen. Now take the other ground, 
which the gentleman from Maine presented with considerable force and 
which strikes me as the one upon which he rests his argument mainly 
for the passage of this bill; that is, that fishing during these months 
diminishes the catch; that it diminishes the supply of mackerel. 

Let us examine this position? I know my friend from Maine says 
that the Maine and Massachusetts fishermen, by almost unanimous con- 
sent, say as a matter of fact it does. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Hewitt] presented and read petitions of these very men largely 


signed main’ ng the ite view. Congress has at considerable ex- 
pense established a Fish on. The head of that commission is 


Professor Spencer F. Baird, who has devoted much of his life to this 
work. So has Professor Goode, associated with Professor Baird as assist- 
aut fish commissioner. Collins, Professor Baird, Professor 
frosts, Professor Huxley of all say that they are not satisfied 
that the catch of mackerel during this time of the alleged spawning 
frem the 1st March to the Ist June does diminish the supply. They 
say they do not know, and in effect that it is not known. 


Mr.BOUTELLE. Will the gentleman permit me to make a sagers. 
tion? 

Mr. LORE. With pleasure. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Professor Baird, as I understood the reading o; 
his opinion, states he is not satisfied the use of the purse-seine wi!) 0; 
materially diminish the propagation of mackerel). 

Mr. LORE. He says he is not satistied thecateh in this intervening 
time does diminish the supply. ; 

Mr. BOUTELLE. As 1 understood the reading, what he said was 
he was not satisfied that the intervention of man would materie|\y qj. 
minish the supply of sea-fish. But further on he said he did not fee) 
sure that the use of the purse-seine, which is a modern contrivance, 
might not very materially affect it, and that it might require some 
years to determine that. So that we have the scientists in doubt about 
the matter, while the practical fishermen, who have been engaged in this 
business for years and whose whole avocation depends on the plente- 
ousness of the fish, unanimously or with practical unanimity declare 
the catching by the seine in this close-time is materially affecting the 
supply. 

Mr. LORE. Ithink my friend will agree, and I am sure the reading 
‘of Professor Baird’s letter will satisfy any member of this House, that 
he does not believe that the catching of the mackerel during that time 
does interfere with the supply. Professors Goode and Huxley are quite 
clear on this point, and the petitions of fishermen presented by the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Hewrrr] show the fishermen do not 

gree. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in order to show that the committee itself had 
evidence before it tending to contradict that proposition I read from 
their report where they say: 

That the mackerel continued to abound, and the industry of catching them 
to increase, is to be accounted for rather by the fact that it is not an anadromous 
fish, and by reason of the primitive devices of the day, than because of the laws 
of the period. In 1831 the catch reached its maximum, being 449,950 barrels. It 
then steadily fell off each year until in 1838 it was only a little over 138,000 bar. 
rels. With varying fortune it fell in 1877 to nearly 127,000 barrels. Each period 
of decline in the catch, and consequently of comparative exemption from moles- 
tation of this fish, has apparently led to the hatching and maturity of sufticient 
numbers to fully restock our waters. Thus in 1881 the catch rose again to over 
391,000 barrels, 

In 1882 to 1884 the catch has been increasing, and yet during this 
time not only have the fishermen been catching the mackerel between 
the 1st of March and the Ist of June, but they have been catching them 
with the purse-net. We have, therefore; right here in the report of the 
committee evidence that instead of the amount of the supply decreas- 
ing it has actually increased. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Is it not possible that this gentleman mistakes 
an increased catch for an increased supply? Is an increased catch nec- 
essarily an indication of an increased supply of these fish? May not 
the increased catch be the result of the employment of a larger number 
of vessels and the use of improved appliances. 

Mr. LORE. That may be so, sir; and yet I take it that the number 
of fish we take out of the sea is the best indication we have of the num- 
ber of fish in the sea. Certainly it is a better means of gauging the 
supply than a mere speculation based upon no facts whatever. [hat 
the supply of these fish will not be diminished in this way it seems to 
me has been most clearly demonstrated by the gentleman from New 
“York [Mre Hewitt]. 

I remember that a few years ago the old method of catching oysters 
in Chesapeake Bay by the fishermen of Maryland and Virginia was 
‘“‘tonging.’’? Then the dredge system was introduced, and the tisher- 
men raked the oyster-beds from one end of the Chesapeake to the other 
wherever they could find them. There was a terrific outcry on the 
part of the tongers that this would destroy the supply; but the result 
simply was that instead of having oyster-beds scattered here and there 
at ial points on the bottom of the bay, the dredges dragged them 
all over it and made the bottom of Chesapeake Bay almost one contin- 
uous oyster-bed, and the oysters were niultiplied by the thousand. lis 
grew out of the fecundity of the oyster spawn, rivaling to some extent 
the mackerel in this respect. I know that the analogy between the 
two cases is not complete at all points, but I mention this to show that 
the alarm which arises as to the results of new methods is frequently 
without foundation or any just cause. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Do I understand the gentleman to say that the 
supply of oysters has not been disadvantageously affected by the use 
of the dredge? 

Mr. LORE. I do say so, unhesitatingly. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. My impression was very decidedly to the cou- 


Mr. LORE. Well, I speak of what I know. I have it from the 
“*tongers’’ as well as from the that the effect has simply been 
to spread the oyster-beds over the bottom of the bay and make it al- 
most one continuous oyster-bed. As I have said, however, I mention 
this merely to show that the fears of men in such cases are not always 
warranted by the facts. 

Mr. when men speak of the diminution of the fish supp!y 
from cause it is a mere conjecture. The report of the commit 
tee itself shows that the catch, instead of diminishing, has increase(; 








er 
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and I say that when it is shown as a matter of fact that more fish have 
heen taken out of the water in a given time it is a fair inference that 
more have been taken because the supply in the water was larger. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Suppose that the Congress of the United States 
should address itself to the work of decreasing or rendering extinct the 
mackerel on our coast (if they should deem that to be a public neces- 
sity), can the gentleman conceive of any more efficient manner of start- 
ing the experiment than by fitting out a fleet of vessels to use the purse- 
net to take these fish at the spawning season? Is not that exactly 
what Congress would do if it were going to invest Professor Baird with 
power to experiment as to the best means of rendering the mackerel 

xtinct? 
: Mr. LORE. I will answer my friend, although I think he has been 
already completely answered by the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Hewitt). ‘The answer is this: These fish are preyed upon not only by 
man, bat by a great number of the denizens of the sea, and the share 
that man takes in their destruction is but as a drop in the ocean; the 
number that are taken and consumed by man is trifling compared with 
the multitades that swarm along our coasts and are consumed in other 
ways. Therefore I say you may adopt any device you please, you can 
not destroy the supply. When you remember that a single female 
mackerel scatters in the spawning season from 500,000 to 1,000,000 
eggs, you can see that the supply must be practically unlimited, and 
that it will not be seriously affected whatever devices you may em- 
loy. 

; Mr. BOUTELLE. Butthe gentleman overlooks this fact. When the 
spawn is thrown out upon the sea and becomes subject to the ravages 
of those destructive enemies to which the gentleman refers there is yet 
a a a chance of its fecundation; but when the fishermen go 
out with their purse-nets and scoop in the fish containing the spawn 
before it is at all, then all possible chance of reproduction from 
that source is utterly lost. 

Mr. LORE. I concede that; but, take all you possibly can, the catch 
is so insignificant in quantity that there is still left enough to people 
the seas with these fish in inexhaustible supply. No. fact has been 
produced to the contrary. So far as anything is demonstrated in the 
case, it is that the catch has not decreased; and, as I have said, it is 
faipto infer from that that the supply is at least as great as it was before. 
L . BOUTELLE. Fishermen who petition here urge that the quan- 

‘tity has largely decreased; and, as I understand, Professor Baird states 
distinctly he is not sure this fishing during the spawning season will not 
have the direct effect of decreasing the supply. ' 

Mr. LORE. | Well, he does not know what may occur in the future. 
But the and present are our teachers. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. snes Nansen = my hands a statement exhibiting 
the catch of these for the fifty years; and it shows that there 
_— up quite a regular and systematic increase in quantity of 


Mr. BOUTELLE. -I suggest that if the gentleman from New York 
will now collect and put alongside of that statistics showing the in- 
crease in co a a ec 7 me people of the United 
States year seventy-five years, it will be equally 

iol canatee pertinent. 


Me REED of Maine. In other words, it would not show that the 





| 
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mackerel catch has not diminished as alleged. 
Mr. LORE. Let me ask my friend from Maine what evidence he 


has to-day that the supply of mackerel in the ocean has been dimin- 
ished at all by the use of these nets—I mean the supply for all practi- 
? 


“ye. BOU? 
. BOUTELLE. We have the evidence of men engaged in the 
pursuit of those fish as to the relative difficulty of obtaining a certain 
quantity. That is the only evidence that can be had. 
Mr. LORE. Certainly no evidence of that kind is before the House. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. If the fishermen were unable to catch any mack- 
erel at all on the coast it would not prove there were not mackerel 
somewhere in the sea, but it would be pretty good evidence to that 
effect. The difficulty of obtaining the fish is certainly competent evi- 
dence to show their increasing scarcity. 
Mr. LORE. - But, measured by that which is before our eyes, it is 
assume that the supply is still there, for it not only meets all 
the demand, but the quantity is so abundant that to-day mackerel are 


Mr. REED, of Maine. How about the quality? 
I will come to the question of the quality presently. 
of the quantity; and on that point I think I have 
said all I care to say. I think I have shown that the quantity is not 
as to the as of the food. I am free to say—and I have no 
wish than all 


the facts in this case should appear—that not 


ugust, 
July, even while these fish on the shores of Maine 
Se ematte are spawning, the quality is not so good as later in 


season, after they become fat; still they are wholesome and pala- 
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other 
ee March till the 1st of June, but from the Ist of 
embracing at least the entire month of 
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I have in my hand a very interesting work upon the fisheries of Mas- 
sachusetts, published in 1533, the author being Dr. Jerome B. C. Smith. 








| In this work the habits of these fish are largely discussed. It has al- 


ways been a mystery where theycame from. Indeed, we might say in 
biblical language that they are like the wind, which ‘‘ bloweth where 
it listeth; thou cans’t not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth.’’ 
We know that these fish appear in the northern waters about March and 
disappear about November. From whence they come to our shores in 
March and where they go when they leave the New England coast in 
November each year is a profound mystery and a curious study for our 
scientists. Some say they hibernate in the mudon cold northern shores; 
others, that they spend the winter under the icebergs in arctic regions, 
but in this book one writer states that in the month of November he 
found immense schools of these mackerel taking their way back ap- 
parently to the southern climes. And this writer seems to have satis- 
fied himself and others that these fish, passing between the Gulf Stream 
and the coast, go to the deep water south to repursue in another season 
their migrations northward. 

It is urged that the fish caught between the Ist of March and the Ist 
of August are inferior in quality. I concede that they are not so good 
as those caught after the spawning season is over; but they are per- 
fectly palatable, wholesome food, though a little poor; thatisall. The 
authorities which have been produced do not show that fish caught 
during the spawning season are unwholesome food. The very author- 
ity cited by the gentleman from Maine, Mr. Collins—who, by the way, 
was born in Maine—was appointed from Massachusetts; was a mackerel 
fisherman himself for twenty-five years, and who frankly says he feels 
an interest in the whole matter, I might say a strong bias in favor of 
the old calling, and is the only one of the scientists who gives counte- 
nance to the theory of the bill. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Certainly. We contend that everybody who 
is in this business or knows anything about it is of the same opinion. 

Mr. LORE. What does he say about these mackerel caught during 
the spawning season? He does notsay that they are unpalatable or un- 
wholesome, but simply that they are of inferior quality. But thepoint 
of the matter appears a little later. It conclusively appears that when 
these fish come into the New York market, though of comparatively 
poor quality, men living all along the coast buy them with avidity and 
eat them with gusto. The catching of the fish and the packing of the 
fish then caught interfere to a great extent with the sale of fish caught 
and packed on the coast of Maine and Massachusetts. The reason, 
then, is clear, if you can prevent the catching of mackerel while they 
are on the coast of the Middle States and suffer them only to be caught 
while they can be found on the New England shores, you deplete the 
market and make a demand for the large stock of mackerel now on the 
handsof the Eastern fishermen and dealers which is now a drug in the 
market. 

The catch may be a little inferior; but let me say to the gentlemen 
of this House that the man who labors six days in the week, who has 
house-rent to pay, a wife and five or six little ones to feed, can not af- 
ford to buy high-price mackerel at 25 cents a pound. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. What? 

Mr. LORE. He can not afford to buy high-price mackerel at 25 
cents a pound. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. There is where your interesting fishmongers’ 
association comes in, because the man who sells mackerel does not get 
more than 3 cents a pound, and if the fishmongers put on enough to 
run it up to 25 cents a pound they are a nice set of people indeed. 

Mr. LORE. Suppose this bill should be passed and no mackerel 
should be allowed to be caught in the months of March and April on 
the Middle States’ ‘coast, and that your fishermen in Maine and Massa- 
chusetts should only be permitted to catch them after June, what then 
will be the price to which they will run it up? Will my friend from 
Maine answer? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. We are talking of a time when No. 1 mack- 
erel are not caught. 

Mr. LORE. Take away the mackerel coming into New York and 
Philadelphia from this summer catch cut off by this bill and let your 
New England fishermen and dealers only supply the mackerel to Phil- 
adelphia and New York, and what would be the price of No. 1 then? 
That is a problem I will leave to my friend from Maine to solve. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. They will not be had at any price, because 
they will not be caught. 

Mr. LORE. I will say, Mr. Speaker, in reference to the quality of 
these fish, that fhe fish caught and placed in the New York market 
during this week have been of the finest quality. I hold in my hand 
a message from a man whois an expert in the business, who telegraphs 
from Fulton market that since last Monday there came into that market 
4,510 barrels of fresh mackerel; that that quantity of fresh mackerel 
was landed in Fulton, and that they were all large, fine fish, readily 
sold to and eagerly bought by the people seeking fresh fish at this op- 
portune season of the year. 

But, sir, I donot put it on that ground only; I have no doubt these 
fish are somewhat inferior in quality when caught early in the season. 
I am equaily satisfied they are healthy food, cheap, and desirable. 
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I was amazed at what my friend from Maine presented to you. He 
stated the quantity of No. 1 mackerel compared to the whole catch 
years ago with the quantity of No. 1 mackerel compared to the whole 
catch at the present time, and left us to infer this grew out of this spring 
catch. Did he fairly and frankly give us the true reason for that dif- 
ference? Did he tell us that the difference was because these large No. 
1 fish were caught at that time by hook and line? But the Maineand 
Massachusetts men were not satisfied with the hook and line; it was 
too slow; and now they use the purse-net, which has already been graph- 
ically described tothe House. With that net they surrounded a whole 
school of fish and scooped them all in, big and little. The difference 
in quantity was very great, because they scooped them in and put them 
on the market without regard to size. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. We are trying to restrict that kind of fishing. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. We want to try and stop Maine and Massachu- 
setts from doing that of which you complain. 

Mr. LORE. You can do that in your own State; but you do not 
propose to do so from June to November while they are on your own 
shores, but only from March to June while they are on our coast. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. We can not when the mackerel are down on the 
coast of Delaware. 

Mr. LORE. Precisely; that is what you should not do. You take 
good care not to ask to do so while the mackerel are on the coast of 
Maineand Massachusetts. When gentlemen bring in a bill to prohibit 
Maine and Massachusetts fishermen from using purse-nets to scoop in 
whole schools of mackerel, big and little, without regard to size, that 
will bea different proposition, and it is one for which 1 hope this House 
will vote. But there is no such proposition as that before the House. 

Mr. MILLIKIN. If the gentleman will bring in a bill to do that I 
will vote for it. We can not do everything at once. 

Mr. LORE. Weare on this question now, and let us settle it before 
we go toanyother. I could not getup a bill at once to accomplish that 
purpose, and I have only referred to it because it is necessary itshould 
be stated in order to explainwhat was said by the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Reep]. I have considered the question of the quantity 
and quality of mackerel which have been caught and sold for food. 
The alleged diminished supply I have already dealt with. The reason 
for it I have tried to present. Evenif thequestions were not embarrassed 
with doubt this House, it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, ought to act with 
great caution and hesitate to interfere with an industry as as this 
is and involving such grave interests. There may be other i 
to the passage of this bill, but those which have already been given, to 
my mind, ought to convince you it should not pass. It seems to me 
they are unanswerable. 

What does the distinguished gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Breck- 
INRIDGE] himself say as to this? At the very outstart, at the very 
threshold of this question you are met by the gravest questions as to 
the right to touch it atall. In the report of the committee they say 
they are not entirely certain of their jurisdiction, but as the question 
was referred to them by the House and the question of jurisdiction 
seems to be a matter of doubt, they assumed without arrogating the 
functions of others to report the bill. 

Why, my friend from Arkansas, who has evidently looked into this 
with some degree of care, doubts, as it must be apparent here, the right 
of this House, the right of this Congress, to pass such a bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The gentleman is mistaken in 
that. 

Mr. LORE. AmI? In what respect? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I was referring to that as a 
parliamentary question, not as a legal question. I did not know 
whether or not it should have been referred to some other committee 
under the division of labor required by the rules of the House; and it 
was purely a parliamentary question. The gentleman is going a long 
way togetat his argument. 

Mr. LORE. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; Isee upon a closer seru- 
tiny of the language of the report that it bears that construction. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. That is exactly the construc- 
tion it was intended to bear. . 

Mr. LORE. And you did not consider the question of the right of 


I doubt very much the equity 
you may bring in here the object of which is to lay an embargo upon 
a class of our people occupying 
proper to embark in this particular class of business, and that is prac- 
tically what this bill does. And what is the argument of gentlemen ? 
If it is so profitable, and you pass this bill, then they may not engage 
in the industry. The Middle States are not now engaged in mackerel 
fishing to any great extent; but non constat, if it prove profitable, as it 
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seems to be, may they not see proper to equip themselves and go out 
upon the ocean and engage in the business while the fish are on thei; 
coast in the months from March to June? 

Pass this bill, and youthrow the entire mackerel catch into the States 
above the south line of Massachusetts. You lay an absolute prohi)i- 
tion upon all the States south of the southern line of Massachusetts. 
These are grave questions and ought to be considered in all of their 
phases. If the vessels are now exclusively owned in Maine and Massa- 
chusetts, if this business proves to be so profitable, or even if it be a 
lottery, men will be found willing to embark in the enterprise, and for 
five years you absolutely prohibit them from going upon the coast and 
catching the mackerel and landing them upon our shores. It will pro- 
hibit them from catching the mackerel at all, because after the Ist day 
of June there are no mackerel upon our eastern coast north of Cape Hat- 
teras and south of Massachusetts. They areall north of that point, and 
you give the whole business to Maine and Massachusetts, a proposition 
so modest that it strikes one with amazement. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Does the gentleman from Delaware think that 
there is any reason for the expectation that large interests will em)ark 
in this business? 

Mr. LORE. I see no reason why they should not, or why any peo- 
ple should be excluded. But the main objection to the bill, so far as 
the small catch is concerned, will be remedied by the amendment 
which has been suggested. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Can not the constituents of the —— from 
Delaware, if they choose to go into this avocation, come down to 
Maine and Massachusetts and catch them as our people go from Maine 
down along your coast to catch them ? 

Mr. LORE. But that does not answer the objection I make. ©: 
course they do so; but I see no justice or propriety in saying to the 
New Jersey or Delaware or New York man who desires to engage in 
this fishery business that you shall not catch the fish when on your 
shores, but you must wait until the mackerel have passed by<you ani 
gotten up to the coast of Maine before you can be permitted to catch 
and land them. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. But will not any man in Maine or Massi- 
chusetts be prohibited as well as your constituents? Is it nota prohi- 
bition which prohibits everybody alike? 

Mr. LORE. Precisely, but you prohibit our people while the fish 
are passing our shores and compel them to wait until they get up in 
front of the door of your house. We can notcatch them until then. | 
submit, therefore, the argument I make against this bill is a perfectly 
legitimate one; and, as my friend from New York [Mr. BEacH] sug- 

hile passing in schools 
before our eyes, but want us to wait until you catch and salt them 
down and then get them from you. Now, I do not believe that you 
can salt down this House with that kind of mackerel supply. [Laugh- 
ter. 

ade MILLIKEN. What we desire is to give you healthy mackere! 
in good condition: not them to be taken when, as we believ«. 
they are not suitable for food. We want tosave the mackerel alive un- 
tiLit has spawned, in order to farnish a supply every year, and not ex- 
haust them and See ofa supply, as you wish to do 
Now we do not care w they be caught on the coast of Maine 0: 
Delaware or Florida; all ee them a 
and te protect the mackerel during ing season. edo not 
waodiiv unchagll oath Cieranbte hen ity edition. 
the gentleman will not consume all o! 
I agree if we may take the Maine dele- 
men they are excellent spec'- 


J 
You are not willing we should catch and eat them from March to 
ee But you catch for packing in 
during and July while they are spawning on your 
coasts. This is genuine generosity. 
Mr. MILLIKEN. en eee 
Mr. LORE. No, you were developed before you came here. 
We have men in the Middle States who are willing to take the mack- 
erel as we find them off our coasts while they are fresh; and in that 
if not a little better, than 


i 
iF 


The mackerel we thus get from the 1st of March to the Ist of June '- 
far superior to the salt mackerel, even No. 1, that we get from Maine 


is much more ee aes 
be deprived of the fresh fish that are by our doors, wal 
until they get up to Maine and to be canght and salted 


and sent back to us in a salt state? It used to give the sailors the 
scurvy to eat salt fish. Now in Delaware we want to have some fresh 
mackerel occasionally. And we do not want to be confined by a bill 
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Like this to Spanish mackerel. You are willing, in your generosity, we 
shoald have Spanish mackerel. I suppose that is because they are 
not caught by your fishermen in sufficient quantities to be profitable. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. How many does it take to provide 
Delaware? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. LORE. That depends on the kind of food. Does it not strike 
my friend’s generous nature harshly that the large States should seek 
to deprive the smaller ones of good food? While Delaware is small, 
the appetites of her people are healthy and normal. They live boun- 
teously and are willing othersshould live. They prefer fresh Delaware 
mackerel in the spring to the briny article sent down from our generous 
New England friends. I have heard that in the mountains of Penn- 
sylvania, where my friend dwells, men live on mountain laurel. Is 
that so? If so, I would ask how much laurel it takes to supply food 
for the canny mountaineers? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. We do not get fresh mackerel. 

Mr. LORE. And you can not get them from Maine. Are you will- 
ing others should have them ? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. We could send some on ice. 

Mr. LORE. All we want is to have the privilege of catching a few 
of these fish as they pass us. Seriously, thisis a question of cheap food; 
and it is cheap food for the people who live along the Atlantic coast. 
There are at times 75,000, ay, 100,006, barrels of fresh mackerel caught 
off the coast and taken into the city of New York, into the city of Phil- 
adelphia, and other cities, which sell all the way up from five cents a 
bucket or basket full. The poor woman can take on her arm and carry 
to her home a large supply for her family at one or two or three cents 
apound. By this bill you would take away that supply at this season 
when the people need just that kind of food, when they have come 
through the winter and have not got the vegetables of spring and sum- 
mer. Just at that time nature has provided this bounteous inflow of 
food from theocean. And yet weare told, ‘‘ Donotlay your hand upon 
it; keep off, and let it get up to Maine and Massachusetts.”’ 

Mr. BOUTELLE. We want yon to wait till the fish is born before 
you eat it. 

Mr. LORE. It seems that in Maine and Massachusetts they do not 
wait till thefish is born, but scoopall into their nets, atall stages and in 
every shape. It is the Maine men who catch these unborn fish and 

sell them in New York. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Why not stop the Maine men from doing that? 

Mr. LORE. You donotaskthisin yourbill. There are others than 
Maine men—men all along the line—who are anxious about this. 

As a question of cheap food I hope this House will not be willing to 
prevent the people of the Middle States from getting these fish all along 
the coast by passing a bill of this kind. The whole question is clouded 
with doubt. The scientists who are engaged in the careful study of 
this question tell you there is doubt about it. They tell you there is 
doubt about its decreasing thesupply. In fact it is not decreasing the 
catch. They tell you there is doubt about every point which has been 
raised in support of this measure. On the other hand, in opposing these 
unjust restrictions which are sought to be imposed upon our people we 
present the fact that by this industry we obtain a cheap supply of food. 

I will not weary the House with a further detailed presentation of 
this matter, but I desire to read just for a moment on the question of 
cheaper food what is stated by Capt. J. W. Collins, who is assistant 
fish commissioner. He was questioned by the Committee on Ways 
and Means. Some eight or nine questions were addressed to him. In 
reply to one of those questions he said: 

The “effect as relates to the cheapness of mackerel as measured by its real 


ualities asfood ” has been partially answered above. That the fish canght after 
une 1 will bring a higher price than those taken before that date goes without 


It goes without saying that fish are cheaper that are caught before the 
1st than after the Istday of June. He says further: 

One of the largest dealers in mackerel in the United States has told me that 
in his opinion the demand for good mackerel could not be supplied if the ‘in- 
ferior trash"’ could be kept out of the market. 

Pursue this plan, keep these fish out of the market, and this expert 
frankly tells you that the demand can not be supplied. Where would 
the goto? Yet you talk of supplying and making abundant this 

of food, which for years has been used all over the country. 

Let me say, in not only am I thoroughly satisfied that 
the reasons adduced for the passage of this bill are not warranted by 
the facts, but that the reasons against it areoverwhelming. And I do 
mest heartily and earnestly su the proposition of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. HEwrrTr], that this whole matter should go back 
tothe FishCommission. They tell you that they havea vessel equipped 
to go out the ocean to investigate the habits of these fish and find 
eusif pemtble whence they come and where they go, and settle all these 
questions of y and modes of fishing. Therefore I say, send this 
Pa ce to 


commission, and when we get their report we shall 
intelligent to act upon, and we shall be enabled to 
= laws that will be wise in their inception and just and equitable 
their execution. 
- Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I yield five minutes to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Stone]. 
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Mr. STONE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I wish to say a few © 
words upon this bill before the vote is taken. As has been said by the 
gentleman who has just taken his seat, this is a question of cheap food, 
and if I did not believe that the passage of this bill would improve the 
quality of this character of food and eventually cause the people of the 
country at large to have a betfer supply than they have now, I should 
not support it. 

Professor Baird has been quoted in this debate as not being in favor 
of the bill, and a letter from him has been read by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. HEwitr] which seemed to imply that he was not in 
favor of the bill, and that he had serious doubts as to its effeet. 
Within a day or two I have seen Professor Baird and talked with him 
personally upon this very subject. I spent considerable time with him 
discussing the subject, for, Mr. Chairman, I represent the most impor- 
tant fishing town in the United States, and have been familiar with tish- 
ermen ever since I was a boy, and have known, so far as they are known, 
the habits of the mackerel and the modes in which they are caught. 
Professor Baird has told me within two days that while he did not feel 
clear in respect to the effect of this legislation upon the quantity of fish 
that might be taken hereafter, yet that upon the whoie he thought it 
was wise to pass this bill, because it might have a favorable effect upon 
the mackerel upon our coast in the future, and that, at all events, he 
was in favor of trying the experiment. 

That was Professor Baird’s statement to me within two days. It has 
been said here, among other things, that there is no proof that the quan- 
tity of mackerel has diminished during the last few years by reasou of 
purse-seine fishing. I do not claim, Mr. Chairman, that there is any 
satisfactory proof upon that point; but I wish the members of this 
House to take notice of one fact which bears directly upon the ques- 
tion. That fact is that the businessof fishing as now prosecuted is con- 
ducted very differently from what it was twenty years ago. The fisher- 
men now have the very best and most costly boats; they are all supplied 
with the best equipments; they are all, or nearly all, supplied with 
these purse-nets. The purse-net, so called, is 1,200 feet—nearly a quar- 
ter of a mile—long and twenty-odd fathoms deep, and when it is cast 
around a school of mackerel, embracing as it does an area of 1,200 feet 
one way and 120 feet the other, gentlemen can conceive of the immense 
quantity of mackerel it is possible to take at one haul. Now, observe, 
the fact that the supply for the last ten or twelve years has not decreased 
does not go to prove that the mac!serel may not be diminished by this 
method of fishing, for the new m<thod has been adopted because it is 
an improvement upon the old one and enables the men to make a greater 
catch. 

Aseine is worth from a thousand to twelve hundred dollars, and the 
fishermen now put into a single adventure $10,000 or $12,000 where 
they formerly put only $3,000 or $4,000 at the outside. Therefore the 
business is now so conducted that the take is not diminished, but it 
is because these new methods are so effective, and therefore so de- 
structive. Not only are more mackerel by a great many thousand 
barrels annually taken into the city of New York now than were taken 
there ten years ago but thousands of barrels are wasted and destroyed, 
because the men take so many fish at a time that they can not handle 
them all. 

The quantity that goes into New York is really no indication of the 
total quantity taken, but it is clear that the amount taken now in the 
Southern fishing grounds is very much greater than it was ten years 
ago. The effect is noticed particularly in relation to the quality of the 
fish. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] cited evidence as to the 
quality of the fish in one case, showing that it had very much deterio- 
rated. However, a single instance of that kind is not entitled tomuch 
weight in determining the general question, because it may be excep- 
tional. But I hold in my hand the annual report of the fish bureau 
of Boston, giving the quantity and quality of fish taken for more than 
fifty years, and also an annual statement of the quality of the fish from 
year to year. The report covers the period from 1809 to 1884. I have 
made an abstract of it. It appears that for the ten years ending 1885 
the amount of No. 1 mackerel taken as compared with the whole catch 
was 225,253 barrels out of 1,880,767 barrels. For the ten years pre- 
vious, from 1865 to 1875, the number of barrels of No. 1 mackerel was 
103,630 out of 317,096 barrels. Thus it will be perceived that from 
1865 to 1875 the amount of No. 1 mackerel was little short of 50 per 
cent., while from 1875 to 1885 it was from 14 to 16 percent. This 
shows a very important change for the worse in the character of the 
fish 


Now, in respect to this very experiment, I desire tosay that Professor 
Baird—to quote him again, because his is the best authority in this 
country upon the question—Prefessor Baird has said that he believes it 
is worth while to try the experiment of this legislation, and I submit, 
Mr. Chairman, that his testimony should receive the consideration of 
this House and should be regarded as almost decisive in its effect. 

It is said that this movement is almost exclusively in the interest of 
the fishermen of Maine and Massachusetts. It can not be denied that 
it is in the interest of the fishermen of Maine and Massachusetts, but 
it is mot urged here to-day because it is in their interest; it is urged 
because it is believed to be in the interest of the people of the whole 
country, and almost certain to result eventually in improving the char- 
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acter and the amount of the supply of this food. Gentlemen know very 
well that Professor Baird, who is a philanthropist as well as an accom- 
plished man in his profession, would not encourage legislation of this 
kind if he did not believe that eventually it would have a good effect. 

Mr. HEWITT. He does not encourage it. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I yield ten minutes to the 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Bucn ANAN]. 


oo BUCHANAN. Mr. 7 Speake r, the first section of this bill pro- 
vides— 





That for the period of five years from and after the passage of this act no 
mackerel, other than what is known as Spanish mackerel, caught between the 
Ist day of March and the Ist day of Jane, inclusive, of each year, shall be im- 
ported into the United States or landed upon its shores. 

The object of the bill is to prohibit the indiscriminate slaughter of 
mackerel during the spawning season by the use of purse-nets. That, 
as I understand from the promoters of the bill, is its sole object. But 
the bill as drawn will go farther than that in its practical operation. 
We have all along our New Jersey shore hardy fishermen who in the 
morning put out to sea in their open boats, and anchoring from 1 to 10 
miles from shore, spend the day in fishing for mackerel with hook and 
line. They thus obtain a livelihood for their families, and they sup- 
ply among other places those numerous seaside hotels which are dot- 
ting our shores. I understand that the promoters of the bill do not 
desire to interfere with this fishery. The number of mackerel caught 
by the men I have indicated constitutes but a very small proportion of 
the total catch—is in fact not even a ‘‘drop in the bucket,’’ but only 
one of the atoms that make up the drop. To save the rights of these 
men I proposed an amendment which has been read. Upon conferring 
with the friends of the bill I have consented to modify that amendment; 
and I ask that the Clerk now read it as modified. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the end of the first section the followin 

‘Provided, however, That nothing in thisact shall be held to app!y to mackerel 
caught off shore with hook and line from open rowboats of less than 20 feet keel 
and landed in said boats." 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I will say that the terms of this amendment are 
stricter than I like; but they are such as meet the of the 
friends of the bill. I earnestly hope the amendment will be adopted. 
Those who favor the bill have no objection to the amendment, and those 
who oppose the bill will vote against it whether it be amended or not. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I wish to call at- 
tention toa few of the authorities who, as my distinguished friend from 
New York [Mr. Hewitt] said, have expressed themselves upon the 
poliey indieated by this bill. They are not, however, as the gentleman 
believes. Mr. Goode, of whom the gentleman justly spoke in very high 
terms, made the following statement before the international fisheries’ 
exhibition in London some years ago: 

The importance of the distinction between the extermination of a species, 
even in a restricted locality, and the destruction of a fishery, should be noted. 
‘The former is somewhat unustal and seem ingly impossible in the case of oceanic 


specics; but the latter, especially for limi regions, is almost of yearly occur- 
rence. 


Now, the gentleman from New York spoke of what this bill proposes 


to do as a new proposition sprung upon this House and not ly 
considered. In this same address, delivered years the same distin- 
guished authority to whom I have just referred the following lan- 
guage: 


There could be no doubt that the extensive fisheries prosecuted by mosheten 
steamers in the gulf of Maine were prejudicial to the shore — by driv- 
ing the fish they formerly cavght for bait out to sea and beyond the reach of 
their nets. 

Speaking of the schools being depredated upon before they came into 
our shores he said: 

There is also reason to believe that our great purse-seine fisheries for men- 
haden and mackerel, though perhaps not causing a decrease in the numbers 
of the fish, have kept them farther from shore. There is a decided disposition 
on the part of the intelligent men engaged in these fisheries to press the pas- 
sage of a law which should prevent the use of the purse-seine before the ist of 

unc, 

This is the language of Mr. Goode bimself, used years ago, in his ad- 
dress before that international assemblage at London. 

Then Professor Huxley, speaking in the highest terms of commenda- 
tion of this address, used language which I will read, going to show 
that some measures of this character are deemed by the most eminent 
authorities advisable; and certainly no measure could be more moder- 
ate than the one proposed, and even this is limited in its duration to 
five years. ‘This very conservative measure is the res which the 
House is requested to give at this time to the intelligent demands of 
the older fishermen. Mr. Huxley said: 

The great moral of the United States contribution to this exhibition, 
cially of the contribution which Mr. Brown Goode has just made to the 
ences, was that if this country, or any ms mw —- could be formed of suffi- 


cient extent to take up the question, was goi en etaeey fisheries 
and not let them take care of themselves, as cy had been doing for the last thou- 


®xand years or so, they had a penne them ; and unless they 
ut into that organization of fisheries the energy, the 1¢ ingenuity, the scientific 
nowledge, and the practical skill which characterized his Professor 


Baird and his assistants, their efforts were not likely to come to very much 


Now the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewrrr] was very kind, 
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and I think also very adroit, in intimating the immaturity of those who 
do not agree with him and a few fishmongers of his city. I stated to 
the gentleman from Delaware [Mr. Lore], when interrogated by him 
yesterday as to whether or not this bill had been submitted to our Fish 
Commission, that I had not submitted this specific bill, but that I had 
submitted the proposition in the bill, that I had held correspondence 
with the distinguished Commissioners and others, and I had had also 
protracted personal conversation with them. And I alluded at that 
time to the letter which I hold in my hand, and to which I will now 
make more specific allusion. 

When I saw Professor Baird he told me the best authority in the 
world on this subject was the gentleman who wrote me this letter 
Not willing to trust to memory as to the results of a verbal interview, 
I addressed to this gentleman, Captain Collins, who is the selected ex- 
pert of Professor Baird and of’ our Government in charge of this branch 
of our fisheries, a letter containing inquiries which I thought analyzed 
the subject, and his letter in response-to mine was printed and put at 
the disposition of the members of the committee and of the House. 

I will go over some of these points: 

(3) In reply to the question of “‘ what is the effect of unrestricted fishing upon 
the total weight of catch?’’ I have to say that this can only be conjectured 
With the catch totally unrestricted the amount of mackerel taken between 
— and June may vary from one-eighth to about one-fourth of the season's 
catch. 

That is the measure of a prodigious industry, which the gentleman 
from New York ard others speak of. The very men who prosecute it 
thought some sort of system ought to be established by the only powe: 
that claims or possesses the power to establish such system out on the 
high seas. Laboring men and other consumers of the great bulk of this 
product are interested in there being a reasonable effort at some sort of 
regulation. 

Captain Collins proceeds: 


It is, however, known that about 75,000 barrels of fresh mackerel were landed, 


and itis claimed that more than that amount were thrown away for lack of a 
market or because they were unfit for food. 


He is speaking of mackerel which are caught out of season—caught 
during the season when we seek to impose a wholesome restriction, 
although the business may still be carried on from the ist of July to 
the 1st of November, at which period the fish disappear, and with the 
exception of the limited period of restriction, from March to June, al! 
the ships of the country may go out upon the assembled schools of fish 
when every fish is in condition to be eaten by man. 

Captain Collins proceeds: 

P y 25,000 barrels were salted in the same period. But it is claimed by 
those best qualified to know, or at least who have followed the mackerel] fishery 
for many if the is restricted there will be a heavier 


years, that spring fishery 
as mackercl later in the season, when the fish are in much finer condition 
‘or ‘ 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. McCook, its Secretary, announced 
the passage of the bill (8S. 121) authorizing the construction of a bridge 
across the Staten Island nd, known as Arthur Kill, and to estab- 
lish the same as a post- ; in which concurrence was requested. 
ee MACKEREL FISHING. 

r. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, that is what this 
distinguished authority says as to the annual quantity of the catch, that 
if this restriction be made there will be a heavier catch and there will 
not be only this increased supply, but the increased supply will be in a 
fit ontiiian for food. ‘The bill, therefore, is in the interest of cheap 
and more abundant food. The fish will be permitted to assemble upon 
their g~ ground. They will be caught at less expense per barrel, 
and they be fit to eat after they are caught. The —e price of 
good aod will be less. But the catch will be so much heavier 
and the expense of catching so much less, if the fish are permitted to 
approach our shores unmolested, that the cost of production, if I may 
so speak, will diminish in a greater ratio than the selling price. Hence 
consumer and producer will both be benefited. This bill therefore is 
in the interest of se a to my people and to all the people of the 
country and yet good for the fisherman, whose recompense is a part 0f 
tenon agus each catch. The advantage is the difference between 

and no 

If it were not so I should oppose the bill. If it sought to restrict 
anybody’s occu in order to enhance = s income, I would 
oppose it as a piece of class legislation. 

It is asserted, apparently with good reason— 

Says this same authority whom Professor Baird says is second in prac- 
tical knowledge to no one in the world— 


that the a operations carried on with purse-seines in the spring, whe» 
the mackerel are migrating north, has a tendency to divert them from their in- 
tended course— 


The same idea which was advanced by Professor Goode in the Lon- 
don address— 
offshore, ently fail to reach their natural fecding and 
oo hasarammininten eit ol eden, oe . = 
They are dispersed at the very inception of their rising from the 
of thesea. They are not permitted either to fatten or to as- 
semble upon their feeding grounds. How can you net fish or birds if 
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says: 
Tnis is believed to be especially the case with the lnoues mackerel, which, as 


row fat and become the best qualities known to our mar- 
ket. Where these go is not clearly understood, and this is one of the prob- 
Jems which the Fish Commission hope to solve in the schooner now being built 
with the appropriation made by Congress last winter. 


The practical effect of the present system is that the fish are driven 
away from our people, and beyond a point where they can be economic- 
ally caught by our fishermen. 

Then further: 

The effect upon the quality of the catch, should a restriction he put upen the 
spring fishing— 

Says this same gentleman, who is the best authority, according to 
Professor Baird, in the world— 
the effect would be to improve it very materially. 
one who has any knowledge of the species. 

The improvement in quality would be due to two causes, first, fish taken ,he- 
fore June are poor and thin, but after that date they fatten rapidly and soon 
reach theirmaximum of fineness asan article of food ; second, if the fish are undis- 
turbed in the spring and allowed to deposit their spawn during the most critical 
period of their existence, it is believed that the size of the fish will improve very 


materially, and that No. 1 mackerel of full size and best quality may again become 
fairly abundant in our markets— 


Our people being deprived of them now— 


May again become fairly abundant in our markets and an article of food for 
any person of ordinary means. 


That is what they are not now, and that is exactly what this bill 
seeks to make them to the public and to the laboring poor of this 
country. Ishould not expect that four or a half dozen fishmongers 
in the city of New York would see their necessities or show that they 
sympathized with them in that respect; but it is my belief, on the 
statement of the best authority, although the gentleman from New 
York says there is no authority in favor of such a course as this, that 
such would be the result. 


It will be accessible for any person of ordinary means, instead of being so rare 
that they have become a luxury and attainable only by the wealthy, if attain- 


able at all 
That is the present condition, just the reverse of what is stated by 
the gentleman from New York: 
One thing is certain, whereas mackerel now taken before June 1, as above 
, are always poor and generally small or medium size, those taken after 
that date are mostly fat fish and very much more valuable for food, containing 


a far larger amount of nutritive qualities in proportion to the actual weight of 
the fish when taken from the water. " 


He goes on to answer another of my questions: 
You ask— 


Said he, 


“ Will this make mackerel no higher to consumers, but more suitable for eat- 
ing, hence insuring consumption and the popularity of the fish, followed by 
the unlimited supply of good fish?” . 

That was one of the questions that I asked, and to which I sought 
an answer, because anything that tends to make food cheaper to our 
people commends itself to me, and that was the object I had in view 
in framing this bill. 

I have already said something of the price. It should be understood that the 

in eeeplonen with the laws of trade, will be governed largely by the 


mupply and demand. 
tis claimed by many, both dealers and fishermen, that a direct result of put- 
ae average quality of fish on the market would be to increase the 


the mackerel with our people, a popularity it once enjoyed ina 
pre-eminent , and as a consequence the consumption of this species 


would be much larger than now. 

And I will state here that this country now, with all the improved 
and unlimited appliances to catch fish, with its 120,000 miles of railroads 
for distributing them into the interior of the country, with its sixty 
millions of fish-loving people, does not consume, taking the percentage 
as a by the population, 30 per cent. of what it did in 1831. 
We do not consume as many mackerel now as we did in 1831. We 
consumed then over 400,000 barrels, and we ought to be able now to 
give at least 1,000,000 barrels of good mackerel to our people. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Of this kind of food. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. And yet this food is to-day 
higher by nearly 100 per cent. than it was in those days. 

A balance-wheel, or regulator— 


This is well known to every 


Says this eminent authority— 
A balance-wheel, or it may be called, which would prevent the price 
a too re under conditions is this: As soon asthe 


scant es 
improves, anything like reasonably paying prices can be obtained, 
material 


the immediate result will be a very increase in the number of men and 
vessels employed 


Implying that there is no limitation upon that— 


And considering the rapid growth of the United States, the accumulating mill- 
ions to be fed, and the greatly increased facilities for transportation, there seems 
little reason to doubt that, aw aeetagtbe improved methods for the capture 
of pee. « its former popularity can be restored, the pursuit of this species 
a one in the past, employ a fleet of upward of eight hundred 

of vessels of less than four hundred, which are at present engaged. 
This enn aouns su sebe, bet when wo qtneldee teat a catch of up- 
ward of of mackerel found a market in 1831, with the population 
comenemy infinitely smaller than it is now, the statement will not, I trust, 
appear an exaggerated one. 
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they are dispersed before they get to the trap? Captain Collins farther And this gentleman further states: 





ee ae 


The cry of the age is ‘ cheap food!" 


Gentlemen will see that I for my part am pushing after cheap food, 


and I was asking my questions of this expert in order to develop the 


fact as to this being the way to get cheap food. 
further: 


The average person who goes to market to buy fish for his table can not be 
a J 


This authority says 


expected to be conversant with the different grades of mackerel, at least not 


enough so to make a good selection. A mackerel is a mackerel to him, and if 
he chances to get a good one he will return for another; butif the first trial re- 
sults in disappointment it can scarcely be expected that the experiment will be 
repeated. So, although the fish may be cheap, it falls into disuse with a large 
number of consumers simply because it fails to gratify the needs and expecta- 
tions of the purchaser, who thereafter prefers to put his money elsewhere. 


It is cheap because worthless. I want it to mature and abound, and 
then to be cheap because abundant. 


I am informed that the dealers and fishermen along the coast of Maine— 


Says this authority about men whose petitions have come in great 
volume to our committee-room, men about whom the gentleman trom 
New York seems to know nothing, and whom he does not represent, 
yet about whom, in the face of their own protests and in the face of the 
protests of those here who do represent them, he seems to be so solicit- 
ous—about these men, saysthis authority who for twenty-five years was 
one of them— 


I am informed that the dealers and fishermen along the coast of Maine— 


And mark you, every vessel in the Union engaged in the trade that 
is affected by this bill is a vessel of Maine or of Massachusetts— 
are unanimously in favor of restriction. 


That is the information which this gentleman supplies. I do not 
know who got up the petition the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
HEWITT] has had imposed upon him. It is got up in letter-type style, 
very unlike what we would expect as coming from the rugged men of 
the sea, the genuine men of the sea whom we had before our commit- 
tee, and whose petitions we have—men who are very unanimously in 
favor of restriction; and Capt. Jesse Freeman, formerly manager of 
the fishing company at Wellfleet, Mass., very positively asserts that 
all the people on Cape Cod are similarly inclined. 

That, Mr. Speaker, is perhaps as much as it is worth my while to 
say to the House; and I trust the House will give due weight to these 
opinions I have adduced of Professor Huxley, and Professor Goode, and 
of this gentleman to whom I was referred by Professor Baird as the 
man from whom to get information; nay, he was detained in the city 
by Professor Baird to give me this information, and he was brought on 
here ahead of the time he would otherwise have come because we ex- 
pected early action, and Professor Baird considered he was better qual- 
ified to give the information sought than he was himself. I trust I 
have read enough from these eminent authorities to show the House that 
many of the statements made by gentlemen are not warranted by the 
facts; that they are mistakes; and that the bill which is offered here is 
in the interest of cheap food and better food and more of it, and is a 
conservative and reasonable bill for us to pass. 

I call for the previous question on the bill and pending amendments. 

Mr. HEWITT. I reserved seventeen minutes of my time. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Have I aright to call the pre- 
vious question ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SPRINGER in the chair). 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
a great deal more time than we have. 

Mr. HEWITT. I reserved seventeen minutes of my time, and have 
promised it to other gentlemen. I wish to carry out my promise, and 
the gentleman can not move the previous question when there is that 
reservation of time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The reservation would entitle the gen- 
tleman to that time unless the House should sooner cut off debate by 
ordering the previous question. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I was not aware the gentle- 
man from New York had reserved any portion of his time. 

Mr. HEWITT. I do not wish to occupy the time myself, and if the 
gentlemen to whom I promised this time are satisfied to let the mat- 
ter go as it stands, I have no objection. But I think the gentleman 
should see the propriety of at least allowing me to fulfill my promise 
to other gentlemen. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
ment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman withdraws the motion 
for the previous question and offers the amendment which he sends to 
the desk. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


In line 3, strike out the words “ passage of this act’ and insert “Ist day of 
March, 1887.” 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
amendment. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. 
tion, relating to treaties. 


Certainly. 
The other side has consumed 


I desire to offer an amend- 


I have not yielded the floor. 


The question is on agreeing to this 


I desire to move te strike out the fourth sec- 
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Mr. HAMMOND. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Is that amendment to be voted on while the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas is still occupying the floor to 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair the gentleman 
from Arkansas for the purpose of discussing the amendment or for any 
motion he desired to make. 

Mr. HAMMOND. AsI understood from the gentleman’s announce- 
ment he expected to occupy the floor for some time in debate; and I 
thought if that was the case we could not yet vote on the amendment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I think the patience of the 
House has been sufficiently taxed, and I am sorry the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] has not been gratified by the amount of dis- 
cussion he has heard already. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I am gratified and I want to hear some more. 
[Laughter. ] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
on the bill and amendments. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question was first on the amendment proposed by Mr. BrEcK- 
INRIDGE, of Arkansas, as follows: 


In line 3, strike out the words “passage of this act” and insert “‘Ist day of 
Mare h, 1887; ” so that it will read: 
a “Tiant for the period of five years from and after the Ist day of March, 1887, 
cyY 
’ The amendment was agreed to. 
The question was next on the amendment offered by Mr. BUCHANAN; 
which was read, as follows: 
Add at the end of the first section the following : 
“Provided, however, That nothing in this act shall be held to apply to mack- 


erel caught offshore with hook and line from open rowboats of less than 20 
feet kecl, and landed in said boats.” 


\“ The amendment was agreed to. 

The question was next on the amendment offered by Mr. REED, of 
Maine, to strike out section 4, as follows: 

- nothing in this act shall be construed to conflict with existing treaties. 

The motion to strike out the section was to. 

The bill as amended was orderetil to be and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was read the third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The is, Shall this bill pass? 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 97, noes 36. 

Mr. HEWITT. Noquorum. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The Chair will order tellers; and ap- 
yoints the gentleman from Arkansas, Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, and the gen- 
tleman from New York, Mr. Hewrrr. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 116, noes 47. 

Mr. HEWITT called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

The House again divided; and there were—yeas 119, nays 89, not 
voting 114; as follows: 


I move the previous question 


YEAS—119. 

Adams, G. E. Dunham, Ta Follette Sadler, 
Allen, ©, H. Evans, Leblbach, Sawyer, 
Allen, J. M. Everhart, Louttit, Scranton, 
Anderson, J. A. uhar, / Sessions, 
Atkinson, Findlay, Ly Skinner, 
Blanchard, i, Stephenson 

neharc orney, . 
Boutelle, Fuller, McKenna, aD: 
Brec kinridge, O.R. Funston, McKinley, Stone, E. F. 
Breckinridge, W cP. Gallinger, M ; Strait, 
Browne, T. M. Gilfillan Morrill, Swinburne, 
Brown, ©. E. Goff, Morrison, Swope, 
Brown, W.W. Grosvenor, Morrow, 
Brumm, Grout, ° ‘ 
Buck, Guenther, Nelson, Taylor, L. H. 
Burrows, H . O'Donnell, Taylor, Zach 
ee a ee, oa : es ‘Thomas, 0. B. 
Campbell, J. M. rmer, Outhwaite, ‘Thompson 
ae Peel.” a 
Cannon, , 
Collins, Henderson, T.J. Perkins, Wait, 
Cooper, Hepburn, Peters, Warner, William 
Cowies, Herman, Pettibone, Weaver, A. J. 
Curtin, Hires, Phelps, Weaver, J.B. 
Cutcheon, Hitt, » eber, 
Davenport, Holman, Reed, T. B. White, Milo 
Davidson, A. C. Jackson, Rice, \ 
Dockery, Johnson, F, A. Rockwell, Wolford, 
Dorsey Johnston, J. T. Romeis, Woodburn 
Dougherty, Ketcham, Rowell, 

NAYS—89. 

Anderson, C. M. poms, Howard, Mills, 
Arnot, Davidson, R. H. M. James, Mitchell, 
Ballentine, Dawson, Johnston, T. D. M ‘ 
Barksdale Dowdney, bs Muller, 
Beach, Eldredge, Kleiner, ey: 
Bennett, Fisher, Tanham, Neal, 
Bland, Ford, Lawler, Neece, 
Buchanan, Frederick Le Fevre, O’Ferrall, 
Cabell, Glass, Lindsley, a 
Gna weet, . Green, es som, Pi . 

Jamp) , Felix Green, W. J. wowry, Randall, 
Candler, Hammond, Mahoney, . 
Catchings, Heard, Martin, Rents: w. 
Clements, Hemphill, Matson, Reese, 
Cobb, Herbert, McAdoo, Richardson, 
Crain, Hewitt, MeMillin, Sayers, 
Croxton, Hill, Miller, Scott, 
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Seymour, rr Townshend, Wellborn, 
Singleton, Stahteecker, Trigg, Wilson, 
Snyder, Stone, W.J., Mo ‘Turner, Worthington. 
Sowden, Taylor, J.Me Van Eaton, 
Spooner > on, , 
Spriggs, Tillman Ward T.B. 
NOT VOTING—1M. 

Adams, J.J. Daniel, Hutton, Riggs, 
Aiken, Davis, Irion, rtson, 
Baker, Dibble, Jones, J. Ti. Rogers, 
Barbour, Dingley, Jones, J. T. Ryan, 
Barnes, Dunn, Kelley Seney, 

x Eden, Laffoon, Shaw, 
Bayne, Elisberr:-, + 

ont, Ely, Landes, Stewart, Charles 
Bliss, tent Libbey, St. Martin 
Blount, Felton, Little, Stone, W.J.,Ky. 
Bound, Foran, Long, Storm, 
Boyle, Gay, Mar m, Struble, 
Brady, es, r Tarsney, 
Bragg, Gibson, C. H. McRae, Taylor, E.B. 
Bunnell, Gibson, Eustace Merriman, Thomas, J. R. 
Burleigh, Glover, Millard, Tucker, 

; Hale, Moffatt, Van Sechaick, 
Bynum, Halil, Norwood, Wak id, 
Campbell, T. J. Harris, Oates, Ward, J. 1. 
Carleton, Hayden, O'Hara, Warner, A 
Caswell, Henderson, D. B. O'Neill, J.J. West, 
Clardy, Henderson, J.S. Osborne, Wheeler, 
Cole, Henley, Parker, White, A.C. 
Compton, Hiestand, Payne, Wilkins, 
Comstock, Hiscock, Payson, Willis, 
Conger, Holmes, Pidcock, Winans 
Cox, Hopkins, Pirce, ise. 
© > Houk, Plumb, 

rson, Huadd, Ranney, 
So the bill was : 
Mr. BR E, of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the 


reading of the names of members voting be dispensed with. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The following-named members were announced as paired until fur- 
ther notice: 

Mr. WILKINS with Mr. WEsrT. 

Mr. GEDDEs with Mr. LyMAN. 

Mr. SENEY with Mr. Exy. 

Mr. Prpcock with Mr. Piece. 

Mr. Hurron with Mr. HrestTanp. 

Mr. DrpBLz with Mr. Hopxins. 

Mr. LANDES with Mr. LitrLe. 

Mr: BARBOUR with Mr. Brapy. 

Mr. Grsson, of Maryland, with Mr. HAYDEN, 

Mr. BurRNES with Mr. CASWELL. 

Mr. Rogers with Mr. Ezra B. TAYLOR. 

Mr. Lone with Mr. Foran. 

Mr. RoBertson with Mr. Lipsey. 

Mr. HALE with Mr. MILLARD. 

Mr. Jones, of Alabama, with Mr. BURLEIGI. 

Mr. CARLETON with Mr. HoLMEs. 

Mr. CoLe with Mr. Tuomas, of Illinois. 

Mr. WINANS with Mr. Hovuk. 

Mr. Norwood with Mr. BAYNE. 

Mr. Bynum with Mr. McKENNA. 

Mr. Storm with Mr. KELLEY, until Monday, May 24. 

The following-named members were announced as paired for this 
day: 

Mr. McRAE with Mr. STRUBLE. 

Mr. McCrEArRY with Mr. DINGLEY. 

Mr. Buiss with Mr. FELTON. 

Mr. Jones, of Texas, with Mr. Davis. 

Mr. HARRIS with Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina, with Mr. MARKHAM. 

Mr. Cox with Mr. RYAN. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, with Mr. WAKEFIELD. 

Mr. ERMENTROUT with Mr. Payson. 

Mr. LA¥FFoon with Mr. PARKER. 

Mr. Wise with Mr. STEELE. 

Mr. VAN ScHAICK and Mr. BRAGG were announced as paired on 
this bill. If Mr. VAN ScHAIcK were present, he would vote ‘‘ay;’’ 
Mr. Braaa, ‘no.’ 

Mr. McKENNA. Mr. a ne, I am announced as paired with Mr. 
Bynum. The pair is only on political questions, and, as a matter of 
course, I do not consider a political question. 

The SPEAKER. That isa matter which the gentleman must ‘c- 
termine for himself. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

Mr. CRAIN. Lask the yeas and nays on that motion, Mr. Speaker. 


The yeas and were refused, only 5 members vo’ therefor. 
_ The motion to y the motion to reconsider on the le was then 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
TheSPEAKER laid before the House the following message from the 
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President of the United States; which was read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 
To the Senate and House of Represeniatives : 


Lherewith transmita re from the Secretary of State, dated the 19th instant, 
touching the necessity of legislation for carrying into effect the provisions of ar- 


ticle 2 of the treaty between the United States and China, of November 17, 1880, | 


for the re ion of the opium traffic, and recommend that a legis- | 
lation to fulfill the treaty promise of this Government be provided without fur- 
ther delay. 


GROVER CLEVELAND. 
Executive Mansrox, Washington, May 21, 1386. 


MRS. A. 8S. REED. 


Mr. MILLER, by unanimous consent, offered a resolution for the 
relief of Mrs. Addie S. Reed, late an employé of the House of Repre- 
sentatives; which was referred to the Committee on Accounts. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. PruprEy, 
one of his secretaries, informed the House that the President had’ ap- 
proved bills of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. 661) granting the right of way through the Fort Selden 
military reservation in New Mexico to the Rio Grande, Mexico and 
Pacific Railroad Company; and 

An act (H. R. 7938) to authorize the Covington and Cincinnati Ele- 
vated Railway and Bridge Company to erect a bridge across the Ohio 
River. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the 
morning hour for to-day be di with, and that such members as 
desire to make reports on private bills may be permitted to do so in- 
formally. 

SEWELL COULSON AND OTHERS. 

Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee on Claims, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (S. 249) for the payment of Sewell Coulson and Porter, 
Harrison & Fishback, for legal services; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompany- 
ing report ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. ' 

Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 

adversely bills of the following titles; which were severally laid on the 
i rts.ordered to be printed: 


3 
ill (H. R. 2183) granting a pension to Sarah Barr; and 
bill (H. R. 2056) granting a pension to Catharine Bernhart. 
MARY FREEMAN. 

On motion of Mr. SWOPE, by unanimous consent the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions was discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill (H. BR. 3629) granting a pension to Mary Freeman, and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

PHENIX NATIONAL BANK OF NEW YORK. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Claims, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (S. 1599) forthe relief of the Phoenix National Bank of the 
city of New York; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. TAULBEE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 

back adversely bills of the following titles; which were severally laid 


on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 
A bill (H. R. 3685) granting a pension to Henry Weaver; 
A bill (H. R. as granting a pension to John Hayden; 
A bill (H. R. 7268) granting a pension to Levi Hoskins; 
A bill (H. R. 5276) granting a pension to Christopher H. Mathewson; 
A bill (H. R. pom for the relief of Milton Wallace Fondray; 
_A bill (H. R. 7271) to restore the name of J. F. Herd to the pen- 
sion-roll; 
_A bill (Hi. R. 8405) to place the name of Lemuel Main on the pen- 
A bill R. 7277) granting a pension to Larkin Chandler: 
A bill (H. R. 2317) for the relief of Margaret A. ‘McGary, former 
widow of John W. Roach, deceased; 
A bill R. 2300) for the relief of William Simpson; and 
A bill (H. R. 6064) granting a pension to Samuel McClure. 


MARTHA L. RUSSELL AND OTHERS. 

Mr. STONE, of Kentucky (by Mr. TAULBEE), from the Committee 
on War Claims, reported back favorably the bill (H. R. 4292) for the 
relief of Martha L. Russell, Mary A. Howse, and Lula H. Howse; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
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back adversely bills of the following titles; which were severally laid 


| on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 


A bill (H. R. 7009) granting a pension to Marion Reeves; 
A bill (H. R. 511) granting a pension to Otis S. Stafford; and 
A bill (H. R. 3346) for the relief of Elizabeth Woodfill. 
ROBERT K. BENNETT. 
Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 7698) granting a pension to Robert K. 


Bennett; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to printed. 


JOHN W. PAYTON. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committeeon Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 7750) to place the name of John W. Pay- 
ton on the pension-roll; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

ANTHONY M’ ROBERTSON. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pension, also reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 7327) granting a pension to Anthony Mc- 
Robertson; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back adversely bills of the following titles; which were severally laid 
on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. 6804) to inerease the pension of Louisa A. Phillips: 

A bill (H. R. 3947) granting a pension to August Schindler; 

A bill (H. R. 6775) granting a pension to Dennis Shine; and 

A bill (H. R. 7322) granting a pension to Mary M. Black. 

G. B. KIRK. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, by unanimous consent the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the further consideration of 
the bill (H. R. 5255) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to pay 
to G. B. Kirk the arrears of pension allowed his father, Alexander Kirk, 
in his lifetime; and the same was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


ALBERT H. EMERY. 

Mr. McKENNA, from the Committee on Claims, reported back fa- 
vorably the bill (S. 929) for the relief of Albert H. Emery; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TRIGG, by unanimous consent, submitted the views of a minor- 
ity of the Committee on Claims upon the bill just reported; which were 
ordered to be printed with the report of the majority of the committee. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. LOUTTIT, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back adversely bills of the following titles; which were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the ac- 
companying reports ordered to be printed. 

A bill (S. 1520) granting a pension to Henry Domeyer; and 

A bill (S. 1224) granting a pension to Henry H. Stutsman. 

MARY SPRAGUE. 

Mr. PINDAR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 5715) granting a pension to Mary Sprague; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

HENRY ROSCOE. 

Mr. PINDAR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 6573) granting a pension to Henry Ros- 
coe; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

GEORGE E. EARLY. 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 3379) granting a pension to George FE. 
Early; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

MRS. MARY M. GILHAM. 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 8374) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary 
M. Gilham; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

MRS. ANNIE S. WEBB. 
Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 


| back favorably with amendment the bill (H. R. 8142) granting a pen- 


sion to Mrs. Annie S. Webb; which was referred to the Committee of 


| the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
Mr, MATSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported | 


report, ordered to be printed. 
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JENNETTE DOW. 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committeeon Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with amendment the bill (H. R. 3363) granting a pension to Jen- 
nette Dow; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

ABRAHAM POINTS. 


Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 8556) granting a pension to Abraham 
Points; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back adversely bills of the following titles; which were laid on the 
table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed : 

A bill (H. R. 8621) increasing the pension of A. Crounse; 

A bill (H. R. 8144) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret R. Clune; 

A bill (H. R. 8105) granting a pension to Aaron P. Gray; 

A bill (H. R. 8550) for the relief of Mary A. Van Horn; 

A bill (H. R, 8713) granting a pension to Charlotte C. Parsons; and 

A bill (H. R. 8622) increasing the pension of William N. Abbott. 

WARREN L. RICE. 


Mr. O’7HARA, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 7517) for the relief of Warren L. Rice; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


SALLY B. BENT. 


Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with amendments the bill (H. R. 6606) granting a pension to 
Sally B. Bent; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordcred 
to be printed. 

THOMAS 8. HOPKINS. 


Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with favorable recommendation the bill (S. 183) for the relief of 
‘Thomas 8. Hopkins, late of Company C, Sixteenth Maine Volunteers; 
which was referred te the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with adverse recommendations bills of the following titles; which 
were severally ordered to be laid on the table, and the accompanying 
~aports printed, namely: 

A bill (H. R. 6921) granting a pension to Maurice Reedy; 

A bill (H. R. 1040) for the relief of Thomas S. Hopkins; and 

A bill (H. R. 7834) to increase the pension of Warren F. Wood. 


WASHINGTON CABLE RAILWAY COMPANY. 


Mr. HEARD, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, re- 
ported, as a substitute for H. R. 144, a bill (H. R. 8976) to incorporate 
the Washington Cable Railway Company of the District of Columbia; 
‘which was read a first and second time,*referred to the Committee of 
the Whole louse on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
veport, ordered to be printed. 

House bill No. 144 was ordered to be laid on the table. 

MRS. AURELIA C. RICHARDSON. 

M;, SAWYER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, rted 
back with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 1584) for the re- 
lief of Mrs. Aurelia C. Richardson; which was referrza tthe Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Private Calendaz, and, wit) the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL BULMAN. 


Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported, as a substitute for H. R. 6531, a bill (H. R. 8977) to restore to 
the pension-roll the name of Samuel Bulman; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. ; 

House bill No. 6531 was ordered to be laid on the table. 

JACOB A. HENRY. 

Mr. NEAL, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 
amendments the bill (H. R. 5936) for the relief of Jacob A. Henry; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

ISAIAH W. LEES AND H. H. ELLIS. 


Mr. NEAL, from the Committee on Claims, also reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (8S. 2135) to compensate Isaiah W. 
Lees and H. H Ellis, of San Francisco, for services rendered by them; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
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SATURDAY SESSIONS FOR DEBATE. 
Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to present 


for consideration a resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read, after which objection 


will be asked for. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That the following order, adopted by the House February 23, 1836, be, 


and the same is hereby, rescinded and re led, to wit: 


* Ordered, That hereafter, until the further order of the House, there shall |e 


session of the House on each Saturday for general debate in the Committee o; 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, no other business to be transacte | 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 


the resolution? 


Mr. DUNHAM. I wish to object to that, unless it can be amended 


to take effect after to-morrow. 


The SPEAKER. It will have no effect to-morrow, since there is a 


special order fixed for consideration on that day. 


Mr. DUNHAM. This proposes to change another special order of 


the House fixed for Saturdays—— 


The SPEAKER. But it does notaffect to-morrow, because that day 


is not set apart for general debate, there being a later order setting 
aside that day for the consideration of the bill reported from the Select 
Committee on American Ship-building and Ship-owning Interests. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Suppose that special order should not be called up 


to-morrow, what would be the effect; would the original order apply 
to that day ? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would. 
Mr. DUNHAM. ‘ThenI must object unless it excepts to-morrow 
I will not object if it can be modified to take ef- 


Mr. MORRISON. I will modify the resolution so as to provide that 


it shall not take effect until after to-morrow, the 22d instant. 


The SPEAKER. Is there further objection? 
There being no further objection, the resolution was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Iask unanimous consent that the House proceed 
dispose of the bills heretofore reported from the Committee ot 


from Tennessee [Mr. R1cHARDSON], having charge of the bill relating 
to the McMinnville road, wishes it to be understood that the vote sha!! 
be taken on that bill next Friday before the House goes into Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And that the previous question shall now be 
considered as ordered on the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. What is the arrangement proposed ’ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ilinos [Mr. SPRINGER] asks 
unanimous consent that the House, before going into Committee of the 
Whole for the consideration of private bills, take up for consideration 
bills alréady reported from that committee excepting two bills which 
he has indicated. 

Mr. KING. I ask the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] to 
withhold his request for a few moments that I may ask unanimous 
consent for the consideration of a public-building bill from my State. 

TheSPEAKER. This will not interfere with the request of the geu- 
tleman from Louisiana, but must be disposed of first. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Alabama, [ Mr. OATEs], who 
has reported one of these bills, is absent. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. RICHARDSON] is here representing the other. As they are 
important measures, ae Breasts vote, I ask that it be un- 
derstood that the vote 1 be taken on them next Friday before going 
into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Canit be understood that when next Friday comes 
you will commence earlier in the day and take action on those bills, 
i of waitiug till there is not a quorum present? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Itiswith a view of their being taken up earlier 
in the day that this request is made. 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama. I object to that arrangement so far as the 
bill relating to the Mobile and Ohio Railroad is concerned. The ab- 
sence of the gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. OArEs] need not interfere 
with the vote on that case. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not yet stated the entire request of 
the gentleman from Illinois. He asks unanimous consent that the 
House before going into Committee of the Whole to-day take up for 
consideration the bills heretofore from the Committee of the 
Whole House, except the two bills indicated; the vote on those bills to 
be taken next Friday before going into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. JORNSTON, of Indiana. Does that cut off debate on those two 


bills? 
The SPEAKER. Not at all. 
Mr. DUNHAM. Has not the previous question been ordered on the 


McMinnville bill? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 
Mr. DUNHAM. It seems to me we have spent time enough over 
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that bill, and we should have some understanding that next Friday it 


will be taken up early in the day. 
TheSPEAKER. That is what the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


SpRINGER] asks; that those two bills next Friday shall be taken up | 


before the House goes into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Can there not be unanimous consent that we shall 
do nothing else next Friday before that businesscomes up? That those 
pills shall be taken up early and nothing else put in their place? 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER]. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I would like to suggest the McMinnville bill be 
made the special order immediately after the reading of the Journal 
next Friday. 


The SPEAKER. It would come after the morning hour for the call | 


of committees. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I want it disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman 
from I}inois. 

Mr. COBB. I object; and I move that all private business be dis- 

with for the remainder of thisday. My object isto call up the 
Southern Pacific and California land-grant-forfeiture bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Cops] that if private business is dispensed with, under the 
rule of the House on that subject the next matter would be the hour 
for the consideration of public bills reported by committees. The rule 

rovides that when private business is dispensed with public bills shall 
G considered as on other days. 

Mr. COBB. Then I will move to dispense with the hour for the con- 
sideration of _— bills. 

Mr. SPRINGER. You have to get there first. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana moves to dispense 
with private business for to-day. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I renew my request. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair again asks is there objection to the re- 
quest of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER]. 

There was no objection. 


CHRISTOPHER SCHAEFNOCKER, 


The first bill undisposed of reported by the Committee of the Whole 
House was the bill (H. R. 2195) for the relief of Christopher Schaef- 
nocker. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. JACKSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 


a ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

JAMES M. BACON. 

The bill (H. R. 3384) for the relief of James M. Bacon, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole House with a favorable recommendation, 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIE 8. HOWARD. 


The next business undisposed of reported from the Committee of the 
Whole House was the resolution to inquire into the propriety of Willie 


§. Howard being employed as page or folder under the control of the | 


Deena during ae residue of the present session; reported with an 
verse recommendation. 


The SPEAKER. Is the reading of the resolution demanded ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. That has been disposed of long since. 

Mr. McMILLIN. The recommendation of the committee was that 
it be laid upon the table. 

Mr, HOLMAN. It can be disposed of in that way. 

The resolution was laid on the table. 


HENRY GEE. 

The bill (H. R. 248) for the relief of Henry Gee was reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with an amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill as amended was ordered 
to be and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

EDWARD FENLEN. 

The next bill undisposed 
House was the bill (H. R. 5200) for the relief of Edward Fenlen. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask unanimous consent that the bill S. 2136 be 
taken up in lieu of the House bill. It has been reported by the same 


Mr. MCMILLIN. Let the bill be read. 
The bill 8. 2136 was read. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas asks unanimous con- 


sent to lay aside the House bill, and that the Senate bill be considered. | 


There was no objection. 
The bill (S. 2136) for the relief of Edward Fenlen was ordered to a 
third reading; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
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of reported from the Committee of the Whole | 





Mr. MORRILL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 


| passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
| table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
House bill No. 5200 was laid on the table. 
JOHN S. KENDRICK. 

The next bill undisposed of reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House was the bill (H. R. 818) for the relief of John S. Kendrick, ex- 
ecutor of Amanda Goggin, deceased. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move that the bill be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on WarClaims. That was the recommendation of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was recommitted tothe Com- 
| mittee on War Claims. 

FRANCIS W. HALDEMAN. 

The next business was the bill (H. R. 658) for the relief of Francis 
W. Haldeman. 

The committee proposed to amend by striking out, in the fifth line, 
the words “‘ and fifty.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

ERNEST H. WARDWELL. 
The next business was the bill (H. R. 1062) for the relief of Ernest H. 


Wardwell. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 


| ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


WILSON GEORGE. 
} 


The next business was the bill (H. R. 3373) to correct the military 


| record of Wilson George, reported adversely. 


Mr. SPRINGER moved to lay the bill on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WILLIAM K. HAMMOND. 

The next business was the bill (H. R. 1740) for the relief of William 
K. Hammond. 

The committee proposed to amend in the sixth line by striking out 
‘* December 22, 1863,’’ and inserting ‘‘ March 12, 1864.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

THOMAS .SAMPSON. 

The next business was the bill (H. R. 4139) for the relief of Thomas 
Sampson. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN P. T. DAVIS. 
The next business was the bill (H. R. 449) for the relief of John P. T. 
Davis. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 

engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and pussed. 
SIDNEY R. SMITH. 

The next business was the bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Sidney R. 
Smith. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
| engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

SAMUEL M. GAINES. 

The next business was the bill (H. R. 821) for the relief of Samuel 
| M. Gaines. 

| The committee proposed to amend by inserting in line 13, after the 
| word “‘eighty-five,’’ the words ‘‘and the Commissioner of Patents is 
| hereby authorized and empowered to grant an extension of the patent 

herein described for the period herein named.’’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 

| The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
| time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
| passed. 





HENRY MARTIN. 

The next business was a bill (H. R. 1418) for the relief of Henry 
Martin. 
| The committee proposed to amend by inserting in line 6, after the 
| word ‘‘Nebraska,’’ the words ‘‘subject to entry.” 
| The amendment was agreed to. 
| The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
| time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
| passed. 

J. M. ENGLISH, ADMINISTRATOR. 

The next business was a bill (H. R. 4244) for the relief of J. M. En- 
glish, administrator of the estate of Richard Fitzpatrick, deceased. 

Mr. TRIGG moved to amend the bill by striking out, in lines 6 and 
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7, the words ‘ ‘appropriated for the pay mentof judgments of the Court of 
Claims’ and inserting ‘‘in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.’’ 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, there is no fund appropriated for 
payment of judgments except in special cases. This bill was drawn 
on the assumption that there was a general fund out of which such 


judgments could be paid; but, that not being the case, the bill should 
be amended so as to 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

TWELFTH UNITED STATES LIGHT-HOUSE DISTRICT. 

The next business reported favorably from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 190) for the relief of 
certain employés and others of the twelfth United States light-house 
district; which was ordered to be e for a third reading; and 
being e ngrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


PATTERSON AND CALDWELL. 

‘The next business reported favorably from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 1813) for the relief 
of Patterson and Caldwell; which was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

E. J. PHILLIPS. 

The next business reported favorably from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 5553) for the relief 
of E. J. Phillips; which was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

BEAUFORT LEE AND OTHERS. 


The next business reported favorably from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 8596) for the relief 
of Beaufort Lee and others; which was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

JOHN ELLIS. 


The next business reported favorably from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 3906) for the relief 
of John Ellis; which was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN E. WHITE. 


The next business reported favorably from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, was the bill (H. R. 5175) extending the 
provisions and benefits of the pre-emption law to John E. White. 

An amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole House to 
strike out in the fifth line the word ‘‘of’’ and insert the word ‘‘ at” 
was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 

1 


passed. 

The SPEAKER. All the bills reported from the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private have now been disposed of, ex- 
= the two which were reserved from the operation of the order. 

SPRINGER. I move to reconsider the votes by which these 
cles bills have been passed ; and also move that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSIN BSs. 


Mr. SPRINGER. It is now nearly 40’clock, and I desire to propose 
that the remaining hour of to-day’s session be devoted to calling up by 
unanimous consent bills on the Calendar and di ng of them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there should be some order 
adopted. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I make the request that one hour be devoted-—— 

Mr. MCMILLIN.” We had better follow the regular order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. As there is objection, I move that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole for the consideration of busi- 
ness on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
(Mr. Haren in the chair), and proceeded to the consideration of busi- 
ness on the Private Calendar. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIM IN NEW MEXICO, 


The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 4840) 
to confirm a certain private land claim in the Territory of New Mexico. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask that this and the next three bills on the Cal- 
endar, which are of the same nature, be passed over informally. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection these four bills will be 
passed over informally, as they have been heretofore. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


COLUMBIA BANK IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 2140) 
for the relief of the Columbia Bank in Pennsylvania. 
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Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. The gentleman from le ania 
[Mr. HresTanp], who is interested in this bill, is at present absent. 
I ask that the bill be passed over informally, retaining its place on th, 


Calendar. 
The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection that order will be mac, 
‘There was no objection. 





CONTINENTAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, ETC. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. Rh. 162s 
for the relief of the Continental Fire Insurance Company, the Eag|e 
Fire Insurance Company, the City Fire Insurance Company, and the 
Commercial Mutual Insurance Company, all of New York city; the 
Western National Bank, the Merchants’ National Bank, and the Mary- 
land Fire Insurance Company of Baltimore, Md. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted ,&c., That the Comat Sieneee Internal Revenue be, and is here|), 
authorized and directed to reopen refunding claims of the Continental Fir 

Insurance Com: agony for $1, (2375, ne ~—_ Tonle Fe Insurance Company for $2.- 
857.31, the City Insurance Company or $4,141.07. and the Commercial Mu. 
tual Insurance Company for $9,685.93, of New York Western Nationa 
Bank for $5,041.27, the Merchants’ National Bank for $1,217. 50, and the Maryland 
Fire Insurance Company for $1,640.42, of Baltimore, Md _ which refunding claims 
are es on file in his office, and to examine them, and to allow such amounts 


as find said companies and banks have asa double tax upon th; 
same oroftts, ded however, any legal taxes which the claimants 
sho have and -_ under any laws of the United States, if any ther- 
shall be; and the Secretary of the Treasury is and required 


authorized 
to pay such amounts as are the Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
SE canetadenosmneketaesimaneeaee 


Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. The bill simply proposes to refer this 
matter to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, authorizing and di- 
recting him to reopen these accounts and to pay whatever may be found 
to be justly due to these corporations. A similar bill was reporte: 
favorably in the last by the Committee on Ways and Means. 
I ask that the bill be laid aside to be reported to the House with a 
recommendation that it 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Let us have the report read. 

The report was read. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. WARNER, of Mis- 
souri, that the bill be laid aside to be reported favorably to the House, 
the motion was agreed to. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF G. ALEXANDER RAMSAY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 5554 
for the relief of the legal representatives of G. Alexander Ramsay. 


The bill was read, as follews: 


Seana O. ON et ae cee gy” nee se: em a ar pl 
ated, to be ae, tatives of G. Alexander Ramsay, out of an\ 
money in Menaay Twise appropriated,in settlement of his claim 


= —_— against the e United States 
2. That this act shall take effect from and after its passage. 


oad WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. eee, this nae ws out 
of some thirty prosecutionsagainst a rai company for v of 
the provisions of the internal-revenue laws. Under the law as it ex- 
isted when the were commenced the informer was allow! 
a moiety of the fines and penalties collected by the Government. Der- 
ing the pendency of the suits a law was passed the section o 
the statutes which allowed the moiety, but all rights which had ac 
crued to any parties under the previous law were reserved. 

This matter was before the last or Guaeed thleks under 
< reported proposing to pay som ver $3,100—I think under 

mi of the law. Fifteen thousand dollars was collected 
onan suits b compromise authorized by the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue. In that that compromise they named $5,000 as the amount 
of the fine and penalty, the other $10,000 being taxes and costs. 

So the Committee on Claims was of the opinion the informer was on!) 
entitled to the moiety which would be allowed on the $5,000 fixed by 
the Department as fine and penalty, as follows: On the first $500 at 5 
per cent., $250; the next $1,500 at 40 per cent., $600; the next $2,000 
at 30 per cent., $600; and the next $1 000 at 25 per cent., $250; mak- 
ing $1,700 in all. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Why was the claimant not paid at the time” 

Mr. aa. of Missouri. For the reason other claimants are not 
paid the Government, that the accounting officer of the Treasury 

rated to be on the safe side, and as the statute had been repealed, 
withstanding the saving clause, refused to pay this man the money 

mur. McMILLIN. Why could he not get it by going to the Court 0 
Claims? 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I think he could have gone into the 
Court of Claims, but he could not go there now, as the statute of lin: 
itations would run against him. 

Mr. McMILLIN. When was this claim first presented to Congress ‘ 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. This matter was reported on by the 
Committee on Claims at the last Congress. How many preceding Con- 
gresses it has been before I do not know. I find life is teo short for « 
member of the Committee on Claims to trace back the ages these claim- 
ants have been before Congress from time to time. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Some I know go back to the time when the mem- 
~— of man runneth not to the contrary. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I did not go back of that report. 
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The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


LYSANDER H. CARROLL. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 1445) 
for the relief of Lysander H. Carroll. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of $194.24 be, and hereby is, appropriated, out 
in the Treasury not 


of any mone otherwise appropriated, to reimburse Lysan- 
der H. Carroll, late iter at Concord, Merrimack County, New Hampshire, 
for money recei for st stolen by burglars from the post-office at that 


place on the night of September 5, 1883. 


Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. The gentleman from New Hampshire 
[Mr. GALLINGEB], who reported that bill, is not in the House, and I 
ask for the of the report. 

The report (by Mr. GALLINGER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims,to whom House bill 1455 was referred, having con- 
sidered the same, respectfully report the same back witha recommendation that 
it do pass, 

The accompanying documents are made a part of the report: 

Post-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
Orrick OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 
Washington, D. C., January 29, 1384. 

Sin: In reply to your inquiries concerning the burglary of the post-office at 
Concord, N. ke I have the honor to state : os 

(1) That this Department hasabsolutely no means of ascertaining the amount 
of “postal” funds in the possession of a postmaster at a given date. 

(2) From the evidence filed in the case it appeared that the loss occurred 
through no fault or negligence of the postmaster; and he wastherefore allowed 
a credit of $86.18 for money-order funds and $531.11 for postage-stamps lost by 
the referred to. 

(3) There been no evidence filed to show that the postmaster was guilty 
of any violation of law or regulation touching the custody of such funds. 

(4) All papers filed in the case were transmitted on the 12th instant to Hon. 
Ext SAULSBURY, of the Senate Conimittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, for 
consideration in connection with a bill similar to the one inclosed. 

Very respectfully, 
A. A. FREEMAN, 


Assistant Attorney-General, Post-Office Department. 
Ilon, Osstan Ray, 


House of Representatives. 
Concorp, N. H., January 25, 1386. 

Six: I wish to present, through you, to the House Committee on Claims, a state- 
ment relative to my loss by b which occurred September 5, 1883. The 
Concord post-office is a depository . Ahundred and eighty or more fourth- 
class postmasters deposit at this office the balance due the Government from 
them rly. The money so received, and when received, is placed in the 
safe other postal funds,and deposited in the bank as frequently as the 
amount is sufficiently large for a deposit. I usually kept my cash deposited up 
very closely. The safe in the office was p and put there by the Post- 
Office Department, and was placed in the most exposed position, being near the 
sidewalk, and a gas-jet kept ne ee the night within 6 feet of the safe- 
ng 


door. This office is also a payi ce of railway postal clerks, who register at 
this office. On the last day of aes drew my check and took money 
from the bank sufficient to meet sof my monthly pay-roll. Previ- 
ous to the I had paid all who were on the llexcept John E. Skin- 
ner, a postal clerk running on the route from rd, Vt., to Concord, N. H. 
It being his week off duty, he had not received his pay as usual. The amount, 
being wenn pivend Sh. se cppeians ont put w the poy est. and locked in 
an iron vault in the safe. This amount, $75.82, was a part of the $194.24 in cash 
which the burglars took from the safe. Of course it is impossible for me to tell 

the so stolen was a part of it, or money that had 
been received on from other offices, 


as =a peeees was to keep but one 
noes As the $75.82 had been once depos- 
ted in the bank and drawn therefrom, it could not possibly be the same money 
received by me as postal funds. 


Hon. J, H. Gattixcer, Washington, D. C. 
State oF New Hampsnire, Merrimack, ss: 


L. H,. CARROLL. 


JANUARY 25, 1886. 


Personally appeared the above-named L. H. Carroll, and made oath that the 
SS by him subscribed is true. ‘ 
re me, 


ROBT. A. RAY, Justice of the Peace. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 
T. H. TRIPLETT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
for the relief of T. H. Triplett. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Sixth Auditor of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and , in the ustment of the accounts of T. H. Triplett, 


279) 


wwe 


postmaster at , Ga., to allow him a credit for the sum of $120, the amount 
“pate funds by him for and ed in transit by fire. 
.2. Thatin the event that said accounts be finally adjusted prior to the 


is hereby required to 


of this act, then the Secretary of the Treasu 
Triplett from any funds 


w his warrant for said amount in favor of said T. H. 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. NEAL. The report in that case is short, and I ask that it be 


The report (by Mr. NEAL) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (IH. R. 279) for the 
relief of T. H. Triplett, submit the following report: 

that the claimant, as postmaster at Dalton, Ga.,on November 3, 

by register $120 postal funds due by him for the month of October, 

addressed to the assistant treasurer of the United States, New York; that 

with much other mail matter, including all registered 

the train near Bristol, Tenn., on the night of Novem- 

fire. The Sixth Auditor of 

authorized by law to claimant credit for the 

to make an additional deposit covering the same, 

The above-stated facts are clearly shown by the 


é 
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records of the Post-Office Department. It further appears that the funds lost 
had been forwarded in strict aceordance with the instructions of the Depart- 
ment, and that the loss was in no way due to any fault ornegligence of claimant. 
The bill under consideration provides for the allowance of said sum to claimant 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

The bill was laid aside to he reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

JOUN LEATHERS. 

The next business on the Private 
the relief of John Leathers. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to refund to John Leathers the sum of $744.90, out of any 
money in the Treasury of the Untted States not otherwise appropriated, on ac- 
count of said amount having been paid by said John Leathers as a fine for tres 
passing upon an Indian reservation, for which transgression the President of 
the United States granted said John Leathers a full and unconditional pardon 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


Calendar was the bill (S. 767) for 


HARRY FISK. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H 
for the relief of Harry Visk. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, @c-., That the Postmaster-Generai be, and he is hereby, author 
ized and directed, in adjusting the accounts of Harry Fisk, postmaster at the 
city of Aurora, inthe State of Indiana, as such postmaster, to allow him a credit 
of $285.50 for postal funds stolen from said Harry Fisk at said post-office on the 
23d day of November, 1885, without any negligence or default on the part of the 
said postmaster. 

The committee recommended an amendment, to strike out ‘85° and 
insert ‘‘83’’: so it will read: 

Two hundred and eighty-three dollars and fifty cents. 


.R. 3909 


The amendment of the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest to the gentleman from Lliinois whether 
it would not be better to insert the words ‘‘stolen by burglars at the 
said post-office on the night of the 23d of September?’ 

Mr. SPRINGER. Ihave no objection to that amendment 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House w 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


ith 


JOHN R. HARRINGTON. 


Mr. LEHLBACH. I ask unanimous consent to take up the bill (H. 
It. 4594) for the relief of John R. Harrington. 

The bill and the amendments of the committee were read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

.Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. Mr. Chairman, I am opposed on prin- 
ciple to the extension of any patent, and therefore I object. 


ESTATE OF EDWIN T. 


Mr. WISE. Iask by unanimous consent to take up the bill (H. ®. 
2517) for the.relief of the estate of Edwin T. Pilkenton, deceased. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
and directed to pay, out of any money in the Treasury of the United States not 
otherwise appropriated by law, to the estate of Edwin T. Pilkenton, deceased, 
the sum of $2,684.96, or so much thereof as the Secretary shall find was actually 
lost, in full satisfaction for his claim for that amount of internal-revenue tobacco - 
stamps which were destroyed by fire in the burning of his tobaeco factory on 
the 3d of May, 1869, in Manchester, Va. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
put on the market. 

Mr. BRUMM. [I shall not object to this bill, but I give notice I will 
object hereafter to calling bills up out of their order on the Calendar. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. What committee is that bill from’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WISE. It was reported by the Committee on Ways and Means 
at the last Congress. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


PILKENTON, DECEASED. 


Those stamps were burned up before they were 


J. B. 


Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I ask unaniimous consent to take up 
from the Private Calendar the bill (H. R. 707) for the relief of J. R. 
Martin. 

Mr. BRUMM. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. SPRINGER: Let me say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
that it will be necessary for the committee to rise in a few minutes and 
report the bills back to the House. 

The next bill upon the Calendar is one that will consume consider- 
able time, and we will facilitate matters by allowing them to be taken 
up in this manner by consent. 

Mr. BRUMM. I withdraw the demand. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be read. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit enacted, &c., That the Postmaster-General of the United States is hereby 
authorized and directed to credit the account of J. R. Martin, late postmaster 


at Perry, Kans., with the sum of $125.62,0n account of moneys received from 
the sale of postage-stamps and the rent of boxes, and the farther sum of $278.35, 


MARTIN. 
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on account of moneys received from the sale of money-orders; the above 
amounts having been stolen from the safe in the post-office at Perry, Kans., on 
the night of December 22, 1883. 

Mr. CURTIN. Is that the next bill on the Calendar? 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is not. 

Mr. CURTIN. Then I object. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. 
small sum of money. 

Mr. CURTIN. A poor man, you say? 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CURTIN. Then I withdraw the objection. 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. HEARD having taken the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, by Mr. Mc- 
CooK, its Secretary, announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendments the bill (H. R. 6661) to provide for closing up the business 
and paying the expenses of the Court of Comnfissioners of Alabama 
Claims, and for other purposes. 

Also, that the Senate had passed with amendments the bill (H. R. 
8762) making appropriations to supply deficiencies for public printing, 
pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886, 
in which concurrence of the House was requested. 

Also, that the Senate insists upon its amendments, disagreed to by 
the House of Representatives, to the bill (H. R. 5887) making appro- 
priations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1487; and asked a conference with the House on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and had appointed Mr. PLuMs, 
Mr. MAHONE, and Mr. CALL as managers on the part of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the Senate returned to the 
House, as requested, the bill (S. 891) granting a pension to Geriah Col- 
lins. 


The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 


ELIAS B. MOORE. 


Mr. PEEL. Mr. Chairman, I ask consent to call up the bill (H. R. 
107) for the relief of Elias B. Moore, and put it upon its passage. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of $325 be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 

relief of Elias B. Moore, ex-postmaster of Fa apuheriie, ym That being the 
ana of postal stamps taken possession of by the United States Army in 
1862, the value of which has been paid to the Government. 

Mr. BEACH. 
bill. 

Mr. PEEL. 
propriated. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I ask unanimous consent to take up 
for consideration the bill which I send to the desk. : 

Mr. KLEINER. I insist that the regular order shall be pursued in 
this respect. There are a number of bills upon the Calendar preceding 
those which have been called up here; and I shall object to pursuing 
any other than the regular course. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to state that the next bill upon the Cal- 
endar will require some two or three hours to disposeof; and there are 
some small matters which can be acted upon, and which will not lead 
to much, if any, controversy. As I said before, this will facilitate the 
consideration of business upon the Private Calendar to get these out of 
the way. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If objection i is insisted upon, I shall be compelled 
to move that the committee rise and report the bills already recom- 
mended to the House. 

Mr. KLEINER. I will withdraw the objection under the cireum- 
stances. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there further objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. LIobject. If the next bill will occupy some 
time we can go over that by consent. 

Mr. SPRINGER. But objection was made to pursuing that course. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Then there is a provision made by which 
the committee can report that objection to the House. 

Mr. ROWELL. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. We have already laid aside a number of bills, 
and I would suggest to the Chairman—— 

Mr. SPRINGER. The bills to which the gentleman refers have been 
already acted upon. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. No, we have a number laid aside now; and as 
it wants only about twenty minutes of 5 o’clock I think we had better 
not add tothe number, but dispose of those already recommended. 


This is simply to pay a poor mana 


I did not catch the amount that is covered by that 


Three hundred and twenty-five dollars is the sum ap- 


This bill does not take a dollar out 
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Mr. SPRINGER. I move that the committee do row rise. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 19. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. HATCH reported that the Committee of the Whole Hous 
on the Private Calendar had directed him to report to the House sund; 
bills with various recommendations. 


BILLS PASSED. 


Bills of the following titles favorably reported by the Committee o; 
the Whole were severally ordered to be engrossed and read a third time: 
and being engrossed, they were accordingly read the third time, and 


A bill (H. R. 1628) for the relief of the Continental Fire Insurauce 
Company, the Eagle Fire Insurance Company, the City Fire Insurance 
Company, and the Commercial Mutual Insurance Company, all of New 
York city; the Western National Bank, the Merchants’ National Bank, 
and the Maryland Fire Insurance Company, of Baltimore, Md. ; 

A bill (H. R. 5554) for the relief of the legal representatives of (;. 
Alexander Ramsay; 

A bill (H. R. 1455) for the relief of Lysander H. Carroll; 

A bill (H. R. 279) for the relief of T. H. Triplett; and 

A bill (H. R. 107) for the relief of Elias D. Moore. 

The bill (H. R. 707) for the relief of J. R. Martin was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly 
read the third time. 

The question beirg on the passage of the bill, there were—ayes 52, 
noes 3. 

So (farther count not being called for) the bill was passed. 

A bill (H. R. 3909) for the relief of Harry Fisk was reported with 
amendments. 

The amendments were agreed to, and the bill as amended was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

A bill (S. 767) for the relief of Jolin Leathers, reported with a favora- 
ble recommendation, was ordered to a third reading: and it was accord- 
ingly read the third ‘time, and passed. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the several votes by which th: 
bills were passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

FRANK SHUTT. 

Mr. EDEN. I ask unanimous consent to discharge the Committce 
of the Whole from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 8297 
and that the same be passed. It isa bill to pay a postmaster $193. | 
make this request because I have to leave the city. 

The bill (H. R. 8297) for the relief of Frank Shutt was read, as {01- 
lows : 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, a: 
thorized and directed to pay to Frank Shutt, postmaster at Litehtiell Ii1., the sum 
of —— out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise oy em priated, to re 
imburse him for postal funds stolen out of his safe on the 10th day of November, 
1885. 

The Committee on Claims recommended the following amend ment 

Fill the blank by inserting $193.40. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the tlrird time, and 
passed. 


Mr. EDEN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MARTIN MURPHY. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I ask unanimous consent to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole House from the further consideration of 
the bill (H. Kk. 2156); and that the same be now considered. 

The bill (H. R. 2156) for the removal of the charge of desertion from 
the record of Martin Murphy was read, as follows: 

on inst the name of 
alicia Meat tiben aati oldies in Company 1, 8 neat eens New York 


Volunteers, be, and the vy, removed; and the Secretary of War is 
hereby authorized and directed to issue to him,” the said Martin Murphy, an 
honorable discharge. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

Mr. BEACH. I do not object to the consideration of the bil!, but | 
would like to hear the report in this case read. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the report will be rea‘, 
the right to object being reserved. 
The report (by Mr. ERMENTROUT) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred House bil! 2156, bes 
leave to submit the following report: 

That having examined the testimony in this case and duly considered the 
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same, they are led to the conclusion that Martin Murphy was a faithful soldier, 
with a record, up to the date of leaving the hospital in 1864, which consti- 
tutes charge of desertion. The evidence shows that said Murphy was 
wounded on the 8th == May, 1864, at Spottsylvania, Va. He was firstsent to 
Carver Hospital, and to the General Hospital, Albany, N. Y., where 
he was on 28th July, when he was taken to his home, 9 miles away. It ap- 
pears that he left the ital without leave and never returned; but, in mitiga- 
tion of his offense, it is wn by his own Soincey and that of his brother 
Michael, and supported by Patrick O’Neiland John Neagle, that at no time prior 
to the muster-out of his company was he sufficiently recovered from the effects 
of his wound to do ~~ It also appears in evidence that prior to the date of 
the application to the War Department fora discharge the doctor who attended 
him & his sickness had died. This testimony is only rebutted by the conclu- 
sions of the Surgeon-General, whose opinion was asked *‘ whether on the wound 
received the case was made out,” and who replied that ‘the gunshot wound 
was not of sufficient gravity to prevent the soldier from completing his enlist- 
ment.” The committee areof opinion thata charge which must affect a soldier's 
standing through life and his name after death should not be permitted to stand 
imply because a Su neral gives it as his opinion that the healing of a 
gunshot wound should not require the time claimed by the testimony in this 
case. They therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, moved toreconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KING. I ask unanimous consent that the bill (8. 175) be now 
considered. . 

Mr. SOWDEN. I object. 


F. THOMPSON, ALIAS S. E. E. SEELYE. 


Mr. CUTCHEON. I ask unanimous consent to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House from the further consideration of the bill 
H. R. 1172, and that the same be put upon its passage. 

The bill (H. R. 1172) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
record of Franklin Thompson, alias S. E. E. Seelye, was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the charge of desertion borne against the name of 
Franklin Thompson, alias 8, E. E. Seelye, late a private in Company F, Second 
Michigan Infantry, be, and the same is hereby, removed. 

Sec, 2. That the proper accounting officers of the Government are hereby di- 

uidate and settle the amount of back pay, bounty, and allowances 

ranklin Thompson, alias 8. E. E. Seelye, at the date of his (her) al- 
leged desertion; and thereupon the proper disbursing officers are authorized 
and directed to pay to said Franklin Thompson, alias S. E. E. Seelye, the amount 
of back pay, bounty, and allowances so ascertained to be due, the same as if no 
charge of desertion had ever existed against the said Franklin Thompson, 


alias 8. E. E. Seelye. 

Mr. SPRENGER. I ask the gentleman from Michigan to give some 
explanation of this bill. 

tr. REAGAN. Let the report be read. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the gentleman from Mich- 
igan will give an explanation of the bill, or the report can be read. _ 

Mr. CUTCHEON. TheClerk hasnotthe report. Itis very lengthy, 
covering several pages. I can makeastatement in a few minutes that I 
think willsatisfy every gentleman. Thisisacaseof a female soldier that 
served in Company F of the Second Michigan Infantry for two years. 
The bill has been reported unanimously by the Military Committee in 
this as well as in the last Congress. This woman is already on the pen- 
sion-roll at the rate of $12a month by a special bill unanimously reported 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Itisaremarkablecase. ‘There 
is no question about the identity of this person. I myself knew per- 
sonally this Franklin Thompson when in the service. 


She was master of the brigade in which I had the honor to serve. 
[Laughter.] She was orderly of Brig. Gen. O. M. Poe, now colonel 
upon the — Corps. She did good service both as a soldier in 
the ranks and as an attendant in the hospital, and after leaving the 


service, which she was compelled to do by sickness, she wrote the book, 
then somewhat famous, entitled ‘‘ Nurse and Spy,’’ and from the pro- 
ceeds of that book she donated $1,000 to the use of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. All these facts are duly established by affidavits. 

Mr. Se How much will be carried by this bill, if it 
passes 

Mr.CUTCHEON. Theremay be, perhaps, two months’ pay—simply 
whatever was due her upon the pay-roll from the time of the last pay- 
ment she received to the time she left the service in 1863. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this bill? 

There was no objection. 
_ The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


DUPLICATE CHECK ON UNITED STATES TREASURER, NEW YORK. 


Mr. SAYERS. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee of the 

ager no =, the em. consideration of the bill H. R. 
the same ut upon its passage. 

~<a The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 


The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of of the United States of 
That J. G.C. a r and quartermaster in 

the Army, be, and is hereby, autho and directed to issue and 

deliver to J. L. Millspaugh a duplicate k on the assistant treasurer of the 
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United States at New York in lieu and in the place of a certain check by the 
said Lee unto the said Millspaugh issued and Gebvered upon said assistant ti: eas- 
urer for the sum of $2,679 53, dated the 6th day of November, A. D. 1883, paysble 
te the order of the said Millspaugh, and numbered 124773. 

_ Sec, 2. That the assistant treasurer of the United States at New York be, and 
is hereby, authorized and directed to pay said duplicate check upon the presen- 
tation thereof; Provided, That the said Millspaugh,or his assigns, shail have 
first complied with the requirementsof the Revised Statutes of the United States 
and with the regulations of the Treasury Department in reference to the issu- 
ance and payment of duplicate checks by the disbursing officers and agents of 
the United States: And provided further, That said original check has not been 
previously paid. 


The SPEAKER. 
this bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. SowpEN (at 4 0’clock and 55 
minutes), took a recess until half past 7 p. m. 


Is there objection to the present consideration of 





EVENING SESSION. 

The recess haying expired, the House resumed its session at half past 
7 p.m. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole under the special order for Friday even- 
ing sessions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. HATCH in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole for 
the consideration of bills upon the Private Calendar under the special 
order of the House. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
members present may be permitted to call up such bills as they desire. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

ARETUS N. BUTLER. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 
granting a pension to Aretus M. Butler. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations ofthe pension laws, the name of Aretus N. Butler, late a member of 
Company — of the Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended an amendment, 
inserting the letter ‘‘ B’’ after the word ‘‘ Company.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

JOHN P. M’DONALD. 

Mr. MORRILL. I call up the bill (H. R. 8151) granting a pension 
to John P. McDunald. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of John P. Mc- 


Donald, late of Company E, Second Regiment Colorado Volunteers, subject to 
the conditions and limitations of the pension laws. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


SALLY A. STONE. 
I call up the bill (H. R. 5041) granting a pension to 


7749) 


Mr. PAYNE. 
Sally A. Stone. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and required to place on the pension-roll the name of Sally A. Stone, 
dependent mother of Lieut. Col. Henry M. Stone, deceased, late of the Third New 
York Volunteer Artillery, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pen- 
sion laws. 

The Commiteee on Invalid Pensions recommended an amendment, 
inserting after the word ‘‘laws,’’ at the end of the bill, the words ‘‘and 
to pay her the pension allowed by law to the dependent relatives of 
deceased soldiers.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported tothe House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

EMILY B. BAKER. 

Mr. WEBER. I call up the bill (H. R. 1580) for the relief of Emily 
B. Baker. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed t@place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws. the name of Emily B. Baker, widow of Joel B, 
Baker, late colonel of the Eighth Regiment New York Heavy Artillery Vol- 
unteers, 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


GEORGE W. PARKS. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 7736) to 
increase the pension of George W. Parks. 











The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to inerease the rate of rs now allowed to George W. 
Parks, late a private in Company I, Seventh Regiment Missouri Cavalry V olun- 
teers, under certificate numbered 27071, from the sum of $30 per month to the 
sum of $530 per month. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended an amendment, 
striking out, before the word ‘‘dollars,’”’ the word ‘‘fifty’’ and substi- 
tuting ‘‘ forty-five.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

There being no objection, the bill as amended was laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

GEORGE W. CUTLER. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 3551) grant- 
ing a pension to George W. Cutler, late a private in Company B, Ninth 
New Hampshire Volunteers. 

The bill was read, as follows: : 

Be it enacted, &c., Thatthe Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place the name of George W. Cutler, late a private in 
Company B, Ninth Regiment of New Hampshire Volunteers, on the pension- 
roll of the United States, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pen- 
sion laws. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


MARTHA A. VORHEES, 


Mr. NEECE. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 8066) to pen- 
sion Martha A. Vorhees. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Martha A. Vor- 
— widow of John Vorhees, late of Company A, Eighty-fourth Illinois Vol- 
un ’rs. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended an amendment, 
adding after the word “‘ volunteers,’’ at the end of the bill, the words 
**subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN L. BRUCE. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. I call up the bill (S. 788) granting a 
pension to John L. Bruce. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Bv ti enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to ns and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of John L. Bruce, late of Company 
H, Third Kentucky Volunteer Cavalry. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


MARGARET O'CONNOR. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I call up the bill (H. R. 6278) grant- 
ing a pension to Margaret O'Connor. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject tothe provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of O'Connor, late widow of 
ae ad ae deceased, late of Company G, Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I move to amend this bill by strik- 
ing out, in the fourth and fifth lines, the words “subject to the provis- 
ions and limitations of the pension laws,’’ and by adding at the end of 
the bill these words: 

Subj ct to the provisions and limitatations of the m laws: Provided, 
however, That the subsequent marriage of the said widow with Michael O’Con- 
_ — not be so construed as to prevent the allowance of a pension under 

The effect of this amendment is simply to change the position of the 
words, “‘subject to the ions and limitations of the pension laws,’’ 
and to add a proviso allowing the a of this pension notwith- 
standing the subsequent marriage of the widow. 

This woman, after trying for nearly twenty years to obtain a pension, 
married Michael O’Connor, another soldier. I desire that she shall be 
a to draw her pension notwi ing her Her 

1usband is a poor man, who is now afflicted with rheumatism to such 
an extent as to be confined to his house and unable to perform any 
manual labor. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. Does he draw a pension? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. He doesnot. He has made appli- 
cation to the Pension but has been refused a pension on the 
ground that he did not connect his physical disability with his mili- 
tary service. I think this is a most just case. 

Mr. NEECE. When was this lady married the last time? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. About two years ago. 

Mr. NEECE. What committee the bill? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. TheCommittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The amendment of Mr. Brown, of Pennsylvania, was to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


I ———————————————— 
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MARIE LOUISE CRAVEN. 


Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I call up the bill (8. 670) to incre, 
the pension of the widow of the late Commander T. A. M. Craven. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is here|)y, ,,,. 
thorized to increase pension now allowed by law to Marie Louise Cr, 
widow of the late Commander T. A. M. Craven, from $30 to $50 per mont}; 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that this bill comes f; 
the committee with an adverse report. 

Mr. RANDALL and Mr. GREEN of New Jersey. 
stood. 

Mr. NEECE. I call for the redding of the report. 

The report (by Mr. LOVERING) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred Senate bj)! 67) 
submit the following report: 

This bill proposes to increase the sion of the widow of acommander ji); t\;, 
Navy. Yourcommitteeare of opinion that the benefitasked should be contine, 
within the grade of the general officers of the Army and Navy. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the naval record of Commander Craven de. 
velops great merit, still your committee are constrained to report adversely 1) 
the bill, and do so report, with a recommendation that the bill do lie upon th, 
table. 


Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I ask the Clerk to read a petition trom 
officers of the Navy in favor of the passage of this bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The undersigned respectfully ask that the pension now allowed Mrs. Maric 
Louise Craven, widow of Commander T. A. M. Craven, who lost his life while 
gallantly leading the fleet into action, under Farragut, at Mobile, in 1864, be in- 
e to $50 per month. : 

The lapse of time and remembrance of Craven's conspicuous valor at al! times, 
and his last and crowning act of heroism, when his ship was sinking, in re 
nouncing the only chance of saving his own life in order to save that of lis 
pilot, must ever appeal to the hearts of all brave men, and especially to those o; 
your petitioners,some of whom knew him through all the years of his nava! 
career, and were witnesses of his tragic death. 

DAVID D. PORTER, Admiral. J. C. HOWELL, Rear- Admiral. 
8. C. ROWAN, Vice-Admiral. ©. R. P, RODGERS, Rear-Admira! 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, Rear-Ad- CHAS. STEEDMAN, Rear-Admiral. 
miral, JNO. H. UPSHUR, Rear- Admiral. 
THORNTON A. JENKINS, Rear- 8. P. QUACKENBUSH, Rear-Ai- 
Admiral, miral. 
JOHN J. ALMY, Rear-Admira! 
WM. ROGERS TAYLOR, Rear-Ad- 


méiral, 

R. N. STEMBLE, Rear-Admiral, U 
8. N. 

ED. T. NICHOLS, Rear-Admira’, U. 
8. N. 


That is under. 


JNO. C. FEBIGER, Rear-Admiral. 


Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I move that this bill be laid aside to 
be reported to the House with a recommendation that it 

Mr. NEECE. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported with 
a recommendation that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey, rose. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Gree | 
will allow me to make a suggestion, I think we can avoid all discussion 
on this question. I suggest that the Committee of the Whole report 
this bill to the House with the unde: ing that the previous ques- 
tion shall be ordered and that the bill be submitted to a vote of the 
full House. That is what our committee has insisted on in every case 
of this kind. Wherever we have made an adverse report we have (elt 
it our duty to refer the question to a full House if the passage of the 
bill was pressed. 

Mr. NEECE. That will be satisfactory to me, and with that under- 
tanding I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. If the bill can be placed in the posi- 
tion suggested by the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. MorriL1], I have 
no objection to adopting that course. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Kansas. The gentleman asks unanimous consent that 
this bill be laid aside to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that the previous question be ordered upon it and that the vote 
be taken in the House. The Chair hears no objection and it is so or- 
dered. 


ROBERT B. KIRKPATRICK. 


Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I call up the bill (H. R. 7244) grant- 
ing a pension to Robert B. Kirkpatrick. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the of the Interior be, and he hereby is, au- 
os fests an naoet Resert Kirkpatrick, late a private in Compan 

. = unteers, on the pension-ro , Subje o the 
Ssocliskiuesl teniietiamatina pension laws. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I call for the reading of the 


report. 
The report (by Mr. MorRILL) was read, as follows: 
The on Inv to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7244) a pension to Robert B , Submit the following report : 
was a private in 


E, -ninth Ohio Volunteers, and 
wee alowed 6 pension of $4 per sient Sor joss of sight of right eye. In 
une, 
ination 


for an increase, total blindness; a special exain- 

in the case, and eee css tie elie ok the ground 
an the ad hee = 
1862, claimant was while in the line of duty by an acute attack of con- 
opthalmia from fatigue, exposure, and sleeping on the ground in the 








a re heed 


ear co 


1886. 


open air; that the inflammation was more severe in the right eye, and resulted 
in the thickening of the conjunctiva and loss of sight in the right eye. The 
ight of the left eye was uninjured. This is fully corroborated by the captain 
Sf the company and by comrades, The following evidence was submitted to 
prove prior unsoundness : : 

John C. Brown testified that it was the understanding that claimant’s eyes 
were weak when he e 7 

William H. Evans, that “ claimant had a cross eye at enlistment ; had a star- 
ing was an odd-looking fellow out of his eyes.” 

Samuel A. Mcilhaney, that “ claimant was naturally of weak eyes before en- 
listment, ae a dull, ead-appearing eye, and was near-sighted ; thinks both 

were affected. 

oT N. Wallace, “‘that his eyes had a dull, glassy appearance at enlistment; 
one eye was 2 little drawn; one eye looked less than the other; thinks the sur- 
geon hesi to take him into service.” 

” Elizabeth McIthaney, that “claimant was squint-eyed in one eye before en- 
listment; children used to call him squint-eye ; one eye was smaller than the 
other; he could not see as well out of the small eye; don’t think anything ailed 
the other before enlistment.” 

Mary Johnson, that “ his eyes looked weak, watery, and glassy, and some- 
times be could not get around very well.” 

Norval Johnson, same as above, and that claimant drew his book close to his 
eyes in school, and that he stumbled after night. 

J. F. Pickerell, that the family had sore eyes when claimant was small, and 
that he was kept from school on that account; saw nothing wrong in one eye 
after they 5 well. . 

Richard Joy and Jane K. Thompson testify that he had a defective eye before 
enlistment. The foregoing embraces the substance of all evidence offered to 
Prove PN, Salisbury, fomily physician, testifies that hewas frequently called tc 

Dr. J. N. A y testi t he was uently called to 
see different members of claimant’s father’s family, and am certain that not only 
claimant, but ail the family, had good eyes; that when claimant entered the 
service he had good eyes. 

Dr.W. A. Dixon, that he knew claimant prior to enlistment, and knows noth- 
ing to the contrary but that his health was good. 

"Eapt. J. H. Jolly, that the trouble with his eyes was caused by taking cold by 

exposure while in the service, and that had it not been for such exposure and 
hardship in the service his eyes would yet be good. 

William A. Dixon, M.D.,that claimant went to school to affiant in 1859,and 
that he saw him occasionally up to the time of his enlistment, and knew noth- 
ing to be the matter with his eyes. 

“frargares J. Baird, that she saw nothing wrong with his eyes prior to enlist- 
ment; that they were never inflamed. 

Addison Pickerell, that he knew claimant from childhood ; saw him often for 
ten years before enlistment; did notsee him the year prior; his eyes were good, 
so far as affiant knew, prior to the war. 

Thomas J. Pickerell, that he had known claimant ever since he was a small 
boy; saw him often for five years before he enlisted; he never knew or heard 
of his eyes being sore prior to enlistment. mant served two years and a 

f hi bei rior to enlis t. Clai t ed d 
half after losing one eye,and was mustered out with his company. The evi- 
dence of his condition since the war proves conclusively to your committee that 
the right of the left eye has been lost through sympathy with the right. 

The only question in the case is whether the loss of sight of the right eve was 
the result of his military service. Accepting all the adverse testimony without 

ualification it seems to your committee to prove only that claimant was near- 
sighted, had one cross-eye,and when a child had the disease so common in the 

est known as “‘sore ” 

To assume that soldier’s present disability isthe result of any disease existing 
prior to enlistment seems to your committee a forced and unreasonable as- 
sumption, unwarranted by the evidence submitted, and only to be reached by 
w ng an vee ce e family physician, his 

tterly ignoring the stro; d positive evidence of the family physi hi 
former teacher, the captain of his company, andthe regimental surgeon. Such 
testimony seems never to be ignored when it is against a claimant. After a full 
and thorough e on of the case, carefully weighing the evidence submit- 
ted, your committee conclude that the soldier ought to receive a pension forthe 
loss of hiseyes. In addition it ought to be that the evidence shows that 
claimant has always been a man of morals and strictly temperate ; that he 
is now totally blind, with a ony lependent upon him; and that he is in part 

by the county is n. 
the passage of the bill. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I ask some gentleman of the 
committee to state what pension this bill will give the claimant. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the man proves that he is totally blind he will 
receive a pension of $72 a month. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. This bill simply puts him on 
the list of pensioners—— 

Mr. MORRILL. It simply puts him on the pension-roll, subject to 
the provisions and limitations of the pension laws; and he loses his 
— for all these years, for which, it seems to me, he ought to have 

i 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. He will simply receive a pen- 
sion according to the rating of the Pension Office? 

Mr. MORRILL. That is all. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I have no objection. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I move that the bill be laid aside to 
be reported to the House with a recommendation that it pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SARAH M. CARROLL, 


Mr. RANDALL. I call up the bill (H. R. 8602) granting a pension 
to Sarah M. Carroll. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be That the of the Interior be, and he i y, au 
SES Cries stent noen tas oe 
a eee, and pay @ pension a e per mont 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 


en: Goteondied to read the report (by Mr. Prxpar), as fol- 


the of Sarah M, in her behalf, and d, 
irs ro Bia Ge, Daniel © Satin General PH Sheridan, United Sato 





Your committee 


Hammond and Billings, all in the strongest man- 
ner to rendered by the petitioner asa nurse to the soldiers 
during war of the rebellion. 
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To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled: 


Miss Sarah Mary Carroll, resident of New York city, prays that Congress wil] 


grant her a pension, in consideration of her past services as hospital nurse, in 
charge of officers and soldiers of both armies, in military and civil hospitals, 
during the late war. 


Your memorialist respectfully represents that she devoted herself to hospital 


service in the city of Washington, D, C.,during the years 1861, 1862, 1863, and 
1864, and that during these several years she was a member of the community 
of the Sisters of Charity, and known as “ Sister Mary Carroll." 


The Providence Hospital,in Washington, was established and conducted by 


Sister Mary Carroll. Although a civil hospital, many officers and soldiers and 
sailors of the Army and Navy were admitted and taken care of by her there, 
as can be attested by many present residents of the capital. 


Maj. Gen. D. E. Sickles, after the loss of his leg in the battle of Gettysburg, 


although not an inmate of the hospital, was daily visited by Sister Mary Car- 
roll, and he will vouch forthe care bestowed on many of his Third Corps officers, 
who were in the hospitals under Miss Carroll's ministration. 


Besides the government of the Providence Hospital (civil) Miss Carroll was ap- 


pointed to the charge of the corpsof sistersemployed in the nursing department 
of the Cliff burn General Hospital (military). The number ofsick and wounded 
in that hospital at the time she took charge of the nursing in May, 1862, was over 
one thousand. The sufferers were from the ranksof both armies, There being 
no adequate quarters in 1862 for sick or wounded prisoners the stables of the 
Sixth Cavalry were rudely fitted up for temporary hospital use ; Dr. John 8. Bil- 
lings, now in charge of the Anatomical Museum, Washington, asked the Sisters 
of Charity to take charge of the nursing, and Miss Carroll was appointed by her 
superiors to take charge as afore stated. 


In these rude and uncomfortable quarters Miss Carroll assisted the surgeons 


in the care and comfort of those suffering soldiers. If desired, your memorial- 
ist will produce ample testimony to prove the impartiality ofthe care and atten- 
tion bestowed on the Federal and confederate soldier. As this appeal is made 
to representatives of a reunited country the fact should be remembered. 


Miss Carroll’s loyalty was never questioned, and proof of the confidence re- 


posed in her may be judged from the fact that the Secretary of War (Mr. Stanton) 
intrusted prisoners of war, ill with typhoid fever, who were confined in the Old 
Capitol Prison, to her care and custody, in the Providence Hospital in 1861, be- 
cause at that early stage of the war there was not suitable accommodations for 
the sick in the Old Capitol Prison. Miss Carroll was also permitted to enter the 
Old Capitol and visit the sick there at will later on during the war, and through- 
out the prison she was called the 
tendent,and Dr. Greenleaf surgeon in charge of the prison ; if they are living 
they can verify this statement. 


‘ 


‘Flag of Truce.”” Mr. Wood was superin- 


When the Sixth Cavalry barracks (Cliffburn General Hospital) was abandoned 


for the more commodious quarters of the Lincoln General Hospital, Miss Car- 
roll was assigned to the Eckington General Hospital. Dr. Storrer was the sur- 
geon in charge; there and at Providence Hospital at the same time she did 
duty until ordered to New Orleans, in January, 1865, to take charge of the 
Hotel Dieu (civil hospital), where she labored until the end of the epidemic of 
1867. Lieut. Gen. P. H. Sheridan will vouch for the value of her services dur- 
ing the cholera visitation in 1866 and the riots and yellow fever scourge of the 
year following. 


At last,while nursing the worst cases, Miss Carroll was stricken by the feverand 


has never fully recovered from its pernicious effects. She was recalled North, 
in the hope of benefit to her health, but very little good resulted. Her naturally 
strong constitution was greatly weakened by her previous laborious hospital 
duties and has never since recovered its wonted vigor; gradually her health 
became so miserable that she was incapable of doing full duty as a Sister of 
Charity, and she would not consent to become a burden on the community she 
loved so well, for which reason principally she resigned. Up to the present time 
Miss Carroll has supported herself by her own exertions and the kindness of old 
friends, but her health is rapidly failing; hemorrhages of the lungs often pros- 
trate her, and she has no greater dread than that of becoming a burden on rel- 
atives or friends. 


As a last resort, to prevent such a contingency, she, who aided so many others 
in the past, now petitions for aid herself from the Government she has always 
honored and endeavored to serve as much as was in her humble power. 

Miss Carroll does not make this appeal, based on her position as a Sister of 
Charity; she places her petition on the actual value of her services to the suffer- 
ing soldiers in the capacity of a skilled nurse and Christian woman,as also on 
the consequent loss of health from her labors in hospital service. Miss Carroll 
is fifty years of age now. 

SARAH MARY CARROLL. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas (interrupting the reading). That 
is enough of the report unless other gentlemen desire to have its read- 
ing completed. It appears that she rendered the service without pay 
and rendered meritorious services. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JOHN S. WILLIAMS. 


Mr. PETERS. Mr, Chairman, I ask to take up the bill (8. 789) grant- 
ing a pension to John 8. Williams. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of John S. Williams, late of Company 
K, Twelfth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. MORRILL) was read, as follows: 


The claimant, John S. Williams, was a private in Company K, Twelfth Ohio 
Volunteers, and of Company C, Twenty-third Ohio Volunteers. He applied to 
the Pension Office for a pension, but his claim was rejected by the Department 
on the ground “that there is no record of alleged injury of left shoulder, and 
that the claimant is unable to furnish the testimony of his surgeon or officers, 
or other satisfactory evidence of incurrence in the service and line of duty.”’ 

The existence of the injury and disability at the present time is admitted. 
Treatment for two months by the regimental surgeon for injury is shown as a 
matter of record. The claimant himself and several comrades testify to his re- 
ceiving the injury, as alleged, in the line of duty, and the continuance of the 
disability from then until the present time is also shown by comrades and other 
apparently reliable testimony. The claimant shows that the doctors, surgeons, 
and ofticers who knew him are dead, and that would seem to be a satisfactory 
reason for his failure to procure their testimony. We are unable to see any 
reason forthe rejection of this claim. The examining surgeon finds the exist- 
ence of the disability, and certifies that in his belief from his examination it was 
received in the service and in line of duty. There is no suggestion of fraud or 
anything to justify the suggestion if it were made. 

Your comm recommend the passage of the bill. 
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The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JOSEPH W. RHINEHALT. 


Mr. ELLSBERRY. I ask tocall up the bill (8S, 1235) granting an in- 
crease of pension to Joseph W. Rhinehalt. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to increase the amount of pension allowed Joseph W. 


Rhinehalt, late of Company D, Thirty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, to the 
sum of $20 per month, in lieu of the amount he is now receiving. 


Mr. DOCKERY, At the request of one or two gentlemen I ask that 
the reports be read in each case. 

Mr. MORRILL. Can they not be printed in the Record? That 
will save the time. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the reading of the reports is called for 
they will be read. The gentleman from Missouri asks for the reading 
of the report in this case. 


The report (by Mr. ELLSBERRY) was read, as follows: 


That it appears from the records in this case that claimant was a private in 
Company D, Thirty-fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, and was mustered into 
the United States service July 31, 1861. It also appears that he was wounded 
in action several times, and was in ap cular a good soldier. Itappears 
that claimant now receives a pension o per month for disabilities resulting 
from wounds received in action, and he nowasks for an increase of pension be- 
cause of total deafness, resulting from disabilities received in battle September 
1, 1864. 

Declaration for increase of pension on ground of deafness filed May 1, 1890. 

Claim rejected on the ground that deafness e prior to enlistment. 

Statement of claimant that he was not deaf when he enlisted, and did not be- 
come deaf until the time given, is substantiated by the fact that he was accepted 
by the mustering officer; also by the affidavits of his n, his first lieutenant, 
and several comrades, and by the sworn testimony of a number of wit- 
nesses who had known him from boyhood, and knew that he was not deaf at 
enlistment and was deaf when he was discharged. It is further substantiated 
by certificate of Examining Surgeon A. V. Patterson, who found him unable to 

near, 

Taking into consideration the evidence on file in this case, the committee be- 
lieve it to be their duty to report in favor of this bill, and recommend its passage as 
amended, to wit, by striking out all the bill after the word “ infantry,” in the 


sixth line, and inserting the following: ‘to the sum of $20 per month, jn lieuof 
the amount he is now receiving.” 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


WILLIAM H. H. BUCK. 
Mr. GROUT. I call up the bill (H. R. 3118) granting an increase of 
pension to William H. H. Buck. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, éc., That the Goaptary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected to place the name of William H.H. Buck, late of Company G, First Ver- 
mont Cavalry, upon the pension-roll, subject to the limitations of the pension 
laws, at the rate of $12 per month, instead of $ per month, as provided by act of 
Congress approved March 3, 1879. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


HARVEY COBURN. 
Mr. SWOPE. I ask to take up the bill (H. R. 5091) to restore the 
name of Harvey Coburn to the pension-roll. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to restore to the pension-roll, su! the visionsand 
limitations of the pension laws,the name of Harvey ‘ 
K, Second Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (One hundred and twelfth 
Yennsylvania Volunteers), 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JOHN RYAN, 


Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, at the request of the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. Loutrir], who is temporarily absent this 


evening, I ask to call up the bill (H. R. 5921) granting an increase of 


pension to John Ryan. 
The bill is as follows: 


Be it &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to inerease the pension of John R late first lieutenant 
of Company F, Sixty-ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and to 
him a pension of $17 per month, in lieu of the pension now paid to him, from 
and after the passage of this act. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. Lourrit) is as follows: 


The soldier in this case, John Ryan, enlisted A 
teenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, as a private. e was discharged July 30, 1861, 
and enlisted as sergeant in Company H, Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
August 6.1861; promoted to second lievtenant November 8, 1862, and first lieu- 


1, 1861, in Company I, Six- 


tenant May 1, 1863; received a contused wound over the liver at the battle of 


Fredericksburg, December, 1862 ; was captured at the battle of 

July, 1863; was treated while a ner of war for dysentery, con’ 

and was paroled, March 7, 1 

physical disabilities, 

i It cypetee from - eens of va oat a that the wound one 
is stomach to such a degree as to com reject a greater part 

food, even while in the service. 

In 1878 he presented his claim to the Pension Office, and was pensioned at the 
rate of $8.50 per month from result of scurvy. 

It is evident from the testimony presented in this case that the soldier has 
been a constant sufferer ever since his discharge, both from this and several 
other disabilities, all of which were evidently contracted in the service. 

Your committee, therefore,are clearly of the opinion that his services and 


scurvy 






tracted 
He was discharged July 9, 1864, on account of 


sufferings while in the Army, that the degree of his disability since discharg, 
asshown by the testimony offered, would warrant the increase of his pensi,:,_ 
Therefore your committee recommend that the bill do pass. : 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom. 
mendation that it do pass. 

ALEXANDER FALCONER. 

Mr. FULLER. I call up the bill (H. R. 6443) granting a pension to 
Alexander Falconer. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, aut}jor- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Alexander Falconer, late a sergeant 
of Company E, First United States Infantry. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the reco). 
mendation that it do pass. 


AUGUSTUS FIELD STEVENS. 


Mr. KING. On behalf of Mr. NEECE, who was compelled to leaye 
the House on account of pressing public business, I ask to call up the 
bill (S. 1726) granting a pension to Augustus Field Stevens; which he 
says is a good bill, and ask its passage. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, av. 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the — laws, the name of Augustus Fie!d Stevens, late a pri- 
vate in Company L, Second Regiment Illinois Volunteer Cavalry. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JAMES E. O'SHEA. 


Mr. SYMES. I call up the bill (8. 327) granting a pension to James 
E. O’Shea. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the laws, the name of James E. O'Shea, late of Company 
F, Twenty-third Illinois Volunteers. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


WILLIAM BETHUREN. 
Mr. THOMPSON. I call up the bill (S. 1124) granting a pension to 
William Bethuren. 


The bill is as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, an- 
thorized and directed to place on the ponsion.seh, sahiow to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the illiam Bethuren, late of Com- 

Regiment Kansas 


name of W 
pany I, Fourteenth Cavalry. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Let us have the report read in this case. 
The report (by Mr. MoRRILL) is as follows: 


That the claimant enlisted as a private in Comoony I, Fourteenth Kansas 
, August 1, 1863, and was discharged J une 25, 1865; that he made appli- 

une 6, 1878, as the basis of his — 
“That at Fort Smith, Ark., A 1364, took mantles, ons having been de- 
tailed from regiment was compel ae outdoors. came to take 


him t6 the hospital he was so stiff could not walk on accountof taking cold.” 

The claim Seite eee the Commissioner of Pensions on the und that 
the “alleged was not incident to the service and line of y.” The 
claimant testifies: 


knees and back which has continued ever since; prevents him from lifting any 
walking fast; that if he stoops over, he falls forward; 
often think he is drunk; that 


manner; strangers 

he was doing duty his regiment at the time he was taken with measles; 
that by of back and knees he meant what the physicians cal! Saint 
Vitus’s dance.” . 

Claimant files affidavit that the physician who attended his family prior to en- 
listment is dead. 

Eliza Stout, W.T. Appier, Wellington Burchnell, E. F. Broughton, and Joseph 
Rickabaugh all testify to claimant’s soundness prior to enlistment. : 

Lieut. J testifies that he was on detached duty most of the 
time while in the service : 


“That for months after claimant’s enlistment he was a sound, able-bodied 


man; uently saw him; opemet well until he saw him in the hospital at 

‘ort Smith, Ark., in the fall ; is not certain of the year, but thinks it cor- 
rect as above; that claimant was absent without leave, if at all, before May 26, 
1864, and that he was sick with measies after that time ; knows by records in his 
possession that he wasat Fort Smith, Ark., May 26, 1864, where he saw claimant 
well and on duty; ee Eee he saw claimant on duty up to the 
time he was taken sick the measles.”’ 

w. on comrade, testifies : 

That mant was sound before entering the service, and continued so unlit 
about April, when he took the measles while on duty at Fort Smith, Ark. 
and was sent to hospital at that place. Before that he had no trouble wit!) 
his limbs, but was active and stout. 

_— Chenowith, Fourteenth Kansas Cavairy, states that his recol!ection 

“That claimant was sent to the regimental hospital at Fort Smith in spring 
of 1364 with measles, from which he was returned early in June, 1864, and ws 
treated in regimental omnes debility until late in summer or early fa!!, oc 
easionally doing light duty. Does not positively remember bis condition: 
thinks his eyes were sore and vision bad. He was weak, and remained so unt! 
er aes oe 

. B. McKinley, first states claimant suffered in June, 1864, from an 
affection of spine caused measles. William F. Curry, comrade, testifies to 
same condition as Sergeant . Dr. J. W. Trewathy testities— ' 

“That he has Ser oceans ieee pense Pee © ee; been his physician 
most of that time. When I was first he had chorea (Saint Vitus 9 
dance); said disability has continued ever since. Disabled at least one-ba!!; 
never than one-half, ana has grown upon him ; believes measles in servicé 


the exciting cause.” 
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Eliza Stout testifiesto continuance of claimant's disability since service from 
Saint Vitus’s dance. } 

Dr. Hibben, examining surgeon, March 26,1881,in his report to the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, says: : 

“The disability is probably permanent. The disability is locomotio ataxia. 
His gait is precipitate—staggering—legs hither and thither vaguely, his heels 
com down at each step with a stamp; eyes partially closed ; hearing in- 
paired. Hasa ae brother similarly dincaned; knows nothing further as 
to family pred ition. Rates him one-half total, or $4 per month.” 


The Emporia of examining surgeons, under date of February 7, 1853, 
find substantially as above, and rate him total third grade, or $15 per month. 

The Emporia board made an additional examination November 12, 1884. and 
rated for resulting disability second-grade rating. 

Your committee are of the opinion the claimant was an able-bodied man when 
he entered the service, and that he contracted measles therein; that he was a 
good soldier, and rendered fair service ; that he is now a pauper, unable to per- 
form manual labor, an inmate of an almshouse, and that it is their opinion that 
the spirit of the law covers this class of claimants, aud they therefore recom- 
mend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


ALFRED J. HILL. 


Mr. HAYNES. I call up for consideration the bill (H. R, 8651) in- 
creasing the penson of Alfred J. Hill. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby is, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Alfred J. Hill, late 
adjutant of the Third New Hampshire Regiment, at the rate of $17 per month, 
in lieu of the sum now paid him, 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JAMES H. BUTLER. 


Mr. PINDAR. I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 8601) grant- 
ing @ pension to James H. Butler. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be ite éc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of James H. Butler, 
formerly captain of Company F, Thirty-second New York Volunteer Infantry, 
subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. PINDAR) was read in part, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
James H. Butler for pension, submit the following ropert : 

The soldier enli and was mustered into service May 31, 1881. He was dis- 
charged June 9, 1863. His declaration was filed October 21, 1881, and was re- 
jected upon the ground that there is no record of the disability claimed at the 


War era and that the testimony furnished was not satisfactory, show- 
of or existence in service or at discharge. 


ing ori 

Eire committee report that they deem the evidence submitted sufficient, prov- 
ing that the disability originated in the service in line of duty; that it existed 
at time of discharge, and that claimant has ever since and still sufferstherefrom, 
and is entitled to a pension therefor, as stated by said examining board as afore- 
said. We therefore report the accompanying bill, to accompany this report. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 

mendation that it do pass. 


RACHEL FLEMING CELLAR. 


Mr. BRADY. I call up for consideration the bill (S. 895) granting 
a pension to Rachel Fleming Cellar. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Rachel Fleming Cellar, widow of 
oo Cellar, late a private in Captain Norton’s company of Ohio militia, war 
of 181: 


Mr. BLANCHARD. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. BRADY) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 895) granting 


n to Rachel Fleming Cellar, submit the following report : 
our committee, to whom was referred the bill (S. 895) granting a pension to 


Rachel Cellar, have examined the same, and adopt the Senate t, 
and recommend that the bill do pase . ee 


rt, by Mr. Payne, from the Committee on Pensions 
of the Senate, made A: 14, 1836 (S. R. 530), namely: 
“ On October 24, 1881, the claimant made a declaration alleging that she was the 
Cellar, who had served as a private in Captain Norton's com- 
the war of 1812 for fourteen days, and by reason of said service 
a land warrant some time between the years 1850 and 1855, and refers 
ne 06 ppccure antd warrant. 
There is proof the claimant’s husband was engaged some two weeks in 
the erection of a block house within or near the Indian boundary, and although 


to me em of war, was immediately preceding and obviously 


a is worthy, advanced in years, and in straitened circumstances. 
The recommend the passage of the bill.”’ 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 
MRS. HATTIE A. BURNETT. 
Mr. SPRIGGS. I call up for consideration the bill (S. 2022) grant- 


ing an increase of pension to Mrs. Hattie A. Burnett. 
"The bill was read, as follows: . 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and 
. to place the name of Mrs. Hattie A. Burnett, widow of Maj. Gen. Ward 
month, in of the she is now receiving. 
Mr. BLANCHARD. I call for the reading of the report. 
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on the pension-roll,and pay her a pension at the rate of $0 per 
pension 


The report (by Mr. PiNDAR) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2022) 
granting an increase of pension to Mrs Hattie A. Burnett, submit the following 
report: 

Your committee adopt the report of the Senate committee, which is annexed, 
and is as follows: 

[Senate report No. 415, Forty-ninth Congress, first session. } 

The claimant is the widow of Maj. Gen. Ward B. Burnett. The following state- 
mentof the military and civil record of this distinguished soldier has been fur- 
nished your committee - 

General Ward B. Burnett died June 24, 1884, at Washington city, aged seventy- 
four. 

This distinguished veteran of six wars was appointed by President Jackson a 
cadet at West Point in 1828, and he was graduated in 1832; brevetted second 
lieutenant Second Artillery, July 1, 1854; ordered to report to Colonel Mahan, 
professor of engineers (was furloughed); reported to chief engineer, Major 
Douglass, assistant upon the surveys and plans and estimates which resulted 
in the adoption of his plans for the Croton water-werks, now indispensable to 
New York city, and a monument to his genius, When relieved from the acad- 
emy, was ordered to report for duty to Maj. Hartman Bache, United States 
Topographical Engineers, at Philadelphia, Pa.,on harbors and light-houses ; 
then,as principal engineer to Col. H. Long, Topographical Engineer, upon sur- 
veys conducted by himself and Major Yarl, of the Royal Engineers, to deter- 
mine the routes of railways connecting the Atlantic with the Canadas. En- 
gaged in action of Lacha-Hatcha against the Seminole Indians. He fought in 
the Black Hawk war in that year on the ground near where Chicago now stands, 
before a single house was built in that city, and as captain of cadets in the Black 
Hawk war, the command, in seeking the enemies of his country, met one more 
formidable in the Asiatic cholera, which attacked more than one-half of Gen- 
eral Scott’s army, spreading consternation and death among them. 

As the surgeon-general and his assistants were among the dead and dying, 
the officers were obliged to take care of the sick, and young Burnett, fearless of 
consequences, was among the most active in providing for their comfort and 
safety. Reported to Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott during the nullification difficul- 
ties at Charleston, S. C., acted quartermaster for a time, was staff officer to Gen- 
eral Clinch, staff officer to General Bankhead at the battle of the Coves of the 
Withlacoochee. He organized two regiments and tendered his services to the 
President for the Mormon war. In1812 and 1843 he organized a brigade and of- 
fered his services to the President when war was anticipated with England over 
the Oregon boundary line; he was the brigadier-general, and the brigade was 
kept together at his own expense. He attended the artillery school, Metz, 
France. 

After leaving the Florida and Creek wars, was engineer, with Colonel Abert, 
chief of Topographica! Engineers, on harbors, in 1837; became resident engineer 
in State of Illinois and Michigan canal upon that great and important work ; 
was made major-general of militia; founded the Light Guard of New York 
State ; captain of Tompkins Blues when a mere lad; was major and brigade 
inspector. 

In 1846, two regiments of his brigade having been accepted by Governor 
Wright, he was ordered to report with his regiments (the first troops raised for 
the Mexican war) to Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott for duty in the Mexican war, 
where his actions were brilliant. He was engaged in that war in the siege of 
Vera Cruz, Molino del Rey, Buena Vista, Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, in the 
battles of Cerro Gordo, Contreras, Monterey, and Churubusco—battles unsur- 
passed in thrilling interest and the glory of military achievement in the annals 
of the world, and the bravest deeds on record. 

General Burnett's regimental flag was the first one. planted on the clevated 
causeway opposite Portalis in the battle of Churubusco, and his commiand cap- 
tured Santa Anna and planted his flag at Cerro Gordo, the headquarters of Gen- 
eral Santa Anna; after the troops had captured the position held by the whole 
Mexican line he returned the first American flag that was planted upon the 
castle at Chapultepec, even before the Mexican standard was hauled down from 
the plaza of the castle, and the brave Mexican general surrendered his troops 
and the key to the enemy’s position to General Burnett’s command, as shown 
of him in the great painting now hanging in the governor's room, city hall, New 
York, and the national flag presented to him by Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott at the 
national palace in the City of Mexico, and a beautiful one from the ladies of 
Mexico, made by their own hands, and three other ones presented by the State 
and city of New York for their gallant conduct through the war. General Bur- 
nett presented the flags of his country to his command at the island of Lobos, 
Mexico, in 1846, upon their knees repeating this oath from his lips: ‘No enemy 
shall capture these colors while our lives are spared to defend them.” 

Welcomed home to New York by the first division of New York regiments, 
under Major-General Sandford, by two hundred thousand people. Broadway 
was literally packed with people, who turned out to receive the returning troops, 
and flowers strewn in their pathway. Public receptions tendered him by the 
cities of New York, Brooklyn, Troy, Albany, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and 
others; then in the zenith of his glory, he was met everywhere by enthusiastic 
crowds. The young ladies from the seminaries, the school children forming 
processions, throwing and showering blossoms beneath the horse's feet in honor 
of the gallant rider. 

General Burnett was a warm personal friend of President Andrew Jackson, 
of Henry Clay, Abraham Lincoln,and Daniel Webster. In the wars he had 
many wounds, and the Mexican, where he was severely wounded by a shot 
through his body, hip, and shoulder dislocated by the fall of his horse—twice 
shot under him; from his wounds his jaws were closed with lock-jaw (tetanus) 
for forty-five days. His coffin was made, but the gallant Major Twiggs was 
buried in it. He was promoted general by President Polk, September, 1347, by 
an act of Congress; his commission signed by Governor Seymour; he com- 
manded a brigade. 

For General Burnett's heroic services to his country he was tendered a reso- 
lution of thanks by Congress, the State of New York, and other States, and hon- 
ors in private life showered upon him by his countrymen. 

In 1861 he organized troops for the war of the rebellion, although a great crip- 
ple,in the assembly rooms, Broadway, New York city,at his own expense, 
consolidating regiments as general United States Army, under appointment by 
the governor and commission from the Government by President Lincoln ; 
headquarters were at Metropolitan Hotel. He rendered valuable services to 
the city during the New York riots,and by his efforts saved the United States 
mint when he liad command of the city; was wounded again and sent to the 
United States Ladies’ Hospital. He organized several commands in New Jer- 
sey, Delaware, Maryland,and Pennsylvania for services iu the field during the 
war. From exposure consequent upon these labors he became a martyr to in- 
flamma rheumatism and neuralgia. 

General Burnett rendered valuable services to his country as United States 
topographical engineer. In 1549 President Polk offered to make him commis- 
sioner to run the boundary line between the United States and Mexico; but 
being upon crutches, he was made chief engineer for the construction o/ the 
navy-yard dry-dock, which he completed in 1852. Thence in 1855 he ws in 

of the New York dry-dock and the construction of the workshops i 1 the 
New York navy-yard. 
He made the plans of the Brooklyn water-works, which were adopted a *J of 
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inestimable value to the City of Churches, and a lasting honor to his name. In 
1857 he was made chief engineer of Norfolk navy-yard and Portsmouth water- 
works, which involved hissurvey of Lakes Drummond; in Richmond and Mary- 
land, made plans for tunneling the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia. 


He was made surveyor-general of Kansas and Nebraska, which included 
Colorado, Montana, and two other Territories, because from ill health he was 
unable to accept the appointment offered him by President Bachanan as min- 
ister to Turkey. 

General Burnett at the time of his death was the oldest living graduate who 
became genera! United States Army in the Mexican war. Of the fruits of his 
valor was a territory conquered by the United States in 1848, almost one quarter 
in extent of its then existing area, which is now peopled by 1,500,000 souls, and 
which, from its mines alone, could y our national debt. He won by his 
bravery the highest honors awarded to the immortal Jackson; in brief, the 
highest honors accorded to Lafayette by the empire city of the Union. Relics 
of great value were showered upon him; many came from foreigners. 

wo massive gold medals from the city and State of New York; another of 
great intrinsic value from the officers and soldiers of his division and command. 
The sword and the old hickory cane of President Jackson,newly mounted and 
ornamented with jewels and a massive gold eagle; another one from Mrs, 
Jackson, heavily mounted, A beautiful, gold-mounted sword, with diamonds, 
was presented to him by the Light Guard of New York for the gallant acts of 
his youth and saving the life of Cadet Clark from drowning, and six others at 
different times. A grand reception was given to him by the mayor and common 
council and citizens at the governor's room, city 1, New York, at the theaters, 
and public pase. A great dinner was given to him by the citizens of Phila- 
deilphia, and also dinners and receptions in several other cities. A grand ban- 
quet was given to him and bis officers at Troy, where the ladies from the semi- 
naries showered them with flowers. 

General Burnett never was in a battle that was lost, or skirmish; he had great 
perseverance and fortitude, and many are the incidents of his generous nature 
which can be related. He drew around him a multitude of friends, In the par- 
lor he was as gentile as a lady. He was calm, cool, and brave in the field. It 
was often said of him he never knew what fear was, ever manly and hopefal 
through the many afflictions and hardships he was ealled to endure. His civil 
and military career placed him as one of the most distinguished men in Amer- 
ican history, and was a most accomplished gentleman, possessed of more than 
ordinary mtelligence of mind and of refi and artistic tastes. His mind had 
been cultivated by reading, studying, and reflection, and his memory was won- 
derful even up to the hour of his death, and the extent and accuracy of his in- 
fermation was remarkable. He was sociable, refined, and generous to a fault. 
He revered and loved his Redeemer, and was confirmed early in life in the 
Episcopal Church, A hero, a gentleman,a kind father, a devoted husband; for 
many years an invalid, but checred by a faithful, brave-hearted wife, which was 
the one bright spot in the closing years of a once brilliant career. 

General Burnett was honored as the bravest officer in the United States, and 
by his countrymen he was awarded the “ President Jackson gold box " (and be- 
queathed to his widow), which bears the following inscription : 


(Front side.) 
February 23, 1819. 


Presented by the mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the city of New York 
to Major-General Andrew Jackson, with the freedom of the city, as a testimo- 
nial of respect for his high military service. 


(Reverse side.) 
The Hermitage, Tennessee, August 17, 1859. 
Bequeathed 


by Major-General Andrew Jackson “to that ot, of New York city, who 
(should our happy country not be blessed wi ) should be udged by 
his countrymen to have been the most distinguished in defense of his country 
and our country’s rights." 

Awarded 


under that bequest, by the general voice of his countrymen, to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral uae B. Burnett, commanding the New York troops in the late war with 
Mexico. 


Major-General Burnett's achievements have made every American citizen his 
debtor. He declined the Democratic nomination for governor of New York— 
was provisional governor of New Mexico. 

There should be no scant gratitude to the widow of “ the bravest of the brave.” 
His death was a source of national grief; his body lay in state in the governor's 
room, city hall, New York; the flags all at half-mast; thousands of citi- 
zens viewed the remains and followed to his ve. Letters of condolence 
from the President, 


governors, , and Navy were sent to 
his afflicted widow and il 


General Burnett was on the pension-roll by the it at $30 per 
month, which amount was increased at different times to Upon his death, 
in 1878, his widow made application to be allowed that amount, but was only 
oo $30. The matter was taken to the Court of Ciaims, which sustained the 

ecision of the Department, and upon appeal to the Supreme Court of the United 
States the decision of the lower court was affirmed. 

Your committee call attention to the language of Mr. Justice Harlan, who 
delivered the opinion of the court, which is as follows: 

* By an act of Congress of M 8, 1879, the of the Interior was di- 
seutell to place on the pension-roll the name of Ward B. Burnett, and pay him 
a pension of $50 per month in lieu of the pension then received by him (20 Stat., 
665, ch. 290), The su uent act of June 16, 1880, provides that all soldiersthen 
receiving a pension of per month, under the visions of the act of June 
18, 1874, entitled “ An act to increase the pension of soldiers and sailors who have 
been totally disabled "’ (18 Stat., 78, ch, 298), shall receive, in lieu ofall pensions 
then paid to them by the United States, the sum of $72 per month ; those whose 
pensions were thus increased from §50 to $72 per month to receive the differ- 
ence between those sums monthly from June 17, 1878, to the date when that 
act took effect. (21 Stat., 281, ch. 236. 

“On the L7th of July, 882,General Burnett received from the Department ofthe 
Interior a certificate showing that he was entitled toa ion “for gunshot 
Se en ee month, to com- 
mence on the lst of August, 1848, and $31.25 per month from June 4, 1872, and $50 
per month from June 4, 1874, $72 per month from June 17, 1878. 

“ By an act ap July 25, 1882, it is provided that no person then recei 
or who should receive,a aouaion un 
addition thereto, a ion under ee law, unless the special act ex- 
pressly states that the pension gran thereby is in addition Cee 
bg | om person is entitled to receive under the general law. (22 . 176 

. 349, 

“ General Burnett died on June 24, 1884, from the effect of wounds received in 
the war with Mexico. The appellant, his widow, claims the same pension—$72 
per month, that her husband was receiving at his death. ee ee 
ee ee Oe ae , to 
continue from June 2%, 1884, during widowhood. Her 
sion having been denied,the matter was referred by the 
Court of Claims. The claimant,in her petition in that court, asked = 
ment against the United States for $210, that being the difference between 
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per month and $72 per month from the date of her husband's death to the com- 
mencement of thisaction. A demurrer by the Government to the petition hay- 
ing been sustained, the case has been brought to this court. 

“ The only question presented by the parties forour consideration is whether, 
under coidine statutes, the widow of 1 Burnett is entitled to the same 
pension that he was receiving at his death. 

“ Section 4692 of the Revised Statutes provides that “every person specified in 





the several classes enumerated in section 4693, who has been, since the 4th day of 


March, 1861, or who is hereafter disabled under the conditions therein stated, 
shall * * * be placed on the list of invalid pensioners of the United States, 


and be entitled to receive for a total disability, ora permanent specific disability , 
such pension as is hereafter provided in such cases, and for an inferior disability , 


except in cases of permanent specific disability, for which the rate of pension is 
expressly provided, an amount proportionate to that provided for total disabi|- 
ity, and such pension shall commence as hereinafter provided and continue dur- 
ing the existence of the disability.” (17 Stat.,566; 18 Id.,61; 19 Id., 403.) 

** Section 4698 specifies who shall be beneficiaries under the preceding section, 
among whom is “any officer of the Army, including regulars, volunteers. or 
militia, * * * disabled by reason of any wound or injury received or disease 
contracted while in the service of the United States and in the line of duty.” 
(17 Stat., 566, 567; 19 Id., 403.) : 

* Section 4695 provides that “the pension for total disabilityshallbe * * * 
for lieutenant-colonels and officers of higher rank in the military service * * * 
$30 per month.” (17 Stat., 567; 19 Id..264.) Other sections fix the amount of 
pensions in cases of disabilities known as permanent specific disability and i), 
ferior disability. 

“It is then provided, by section 4702, that ‘if any person embraced within the 

rovisions of sections 4692 and 4693 has died since the 4th day of March, 1861, or 
Decanter dies by reason of any wound, injury, or disease which, under the con- 
ditions and limitations of such sections, would have entitled him to an invalid 
pension had he been disabled, his widow * * * shall be entitled to receive 
the same pension as the husband or father would have been entitled to had he 
been totally disabled, to commence from the death of the husband or father, to 
continue to the widow during her widowhood,” &c. (Act of March 3, 1873, 17 
Stat., page 569, chapter 234, section 8.) 

**It would seem to be too clear for discussion that theconstruction which the 
court placed upon these statutory provisions is correct. It is not to be doubted 
that the words “total disability ” in the pension laws has a technical significa- 
tion whieh can not be disre; . And when the statute fixes $30 per month 
as the pension,in case of total disability, of an officer of the rank of General 
Burnett, and declares that his widow shall receive the same pension as her hus- 
band would have received had he been “ totally disabjed,”’ there is no room 
left for a construction that would give her a pension in excess of that amount 
If it is supposed that the law operates unjustly against the officers and soldiers 
who became “ totally disabled ”’ in the service, or that an unreasonable distinc- 
tion is made between different kinds of disability, the remedy is with another 
department of the Government. The courts must give effect to the intention 
of Congressas manifested by the statute, They can not make, but can only de- 
clare the law. ° 

* The judgment is affirmed.”’ 

Mrs. Burnett is therefore now in receipt of only $30 per month. Her husband 
died in consequence of his services, having been for a time ina 
condition of entire helplessness, and her health was seriously impaired by the 
constant care necessary for his comfort. She is now dependent upon her pen- 


sion. 

The bill as introduced provides for a pension at the rate of $100 per month, 
but your committee do not feel warranted in establishing such a precedent at 
this time, or in making this case an exception to the cases of widows of many 
other distinguished rs of the Army and Navy who have been allowed $50 
per month. We therefore report back bill and recommend its passage with 
the following amendments: 

In the title strike out the words “ General Ward B.” and insert “‘ Hattie A."’ 

In the fourth line strike out the letter “ H.” and insert “ Hattie.” . 

In the sixth line strike out the words “ her late husband's invalid pension of 
one hundred ” and insert a peenen at the rate of fifty.” , 

Strike out in the seventh, eighth, and ninth lines all after the word “ receiv- 
ing,”’ in the seventh line. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


[ When the report had been read in part, 

Mr. PERKINS said: I would suggest that the committee is satisfied 
as to the merit of this claim from the portion of the which has 
been read. I ask that the further reading be di with. 

Mr. BRADY. I should like to hear it all. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Let the whole report be read. 

The Clerk continued, and completed the reading of the report as 
printed above. } 

TheCHAIRMAN: If there be no objection the bill will be laid 
aside to be reported to the House with the recommendation that it do 


pass. a 
Mr. PRICE. I want to object long enough to vote against this bill. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the affirmative; and the 

bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recommenda- 

tion that it do pass. - 

CATHERINE E. COFFIN. 


Mr. STONE, of Massachusetts. I call up for consideration the bil! 
(H. R. 1150) arotenagmaies tokens ©. Coffin. 
The bill was read, as r 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, su to the limitations of 
the pension laws, the name of Catherine E. Coffin, iow of Chariles’P. Coffin, 
late a corporal of Company A, Nineteenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions reported the following amend- 
ment: 


In line 5, after the word “the,” insert “ provisions and,” 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I call for the reading of the 


report. 

The report (by Mr. LovERING) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred House bill 1150, 
submit the report: 


Catharine E. 

Nineteenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. : 
itu: mmm uty October 
4, 1862. He suicide June 29, 1874. 








1886. 


At the date of his death he was a pensioner at the rate of $8 per month, onac- 
count of injury to back and kidneys. His widow filed her application for - 
sion June 14, 1879, alleging that the soldier’s death by suicide was attribu to 
the despondent condition of mind brought on by his disabilities. The claim 
was rejected on the ground that soldier’s death was not attributable to his dis- 
abilties for which pensioned. 

The evidence in the case shows that he suffered from his disabilities from his 
discharge to his death, and that he was frequently laid by from work, but he 
continued to labor off and on down until about the last year of his life, when 
he gave up. ; 

‘There is no evidence of insanity, but the evidence discloses that he became in 
his last years despondent, silent, and depressed, while his natural disposition 


was 
George D. Whittier, Arthur M. Ordway, Jos. Newell, D. L. Ambrose, M. D., 
and Charles Il. Emery, neighbors of the decedent, a 

“That they were well uainted with Charies P. Coffin for years before the 
late war down to the of his death, which they believe was caused b 
disabilities brought on by exposure in the war. The last six months of his life 
he was unable to work, consequently became very low spirited, and at times 
mentally as well as pet disabled. His case was, in affiant’s opinions, a 
complicated case, w no medica! skill could reach, Affiants believe that 
when he committed suicide he must have been laboring under mental aberra- 
tion resulting from his low physical condition. His suicide was accomplished 
by passing out to the rear of the barn and cutting his throat with a razor.”’, 

A. M. Ordway and George D. Whitter 2 

“He complai of suffering very much his back and kidneys, for which 
he doctored, but without securing any particular benefit. Eight or ten weeks 
before his death mentally and physically he was very feeble, and his death 
might have been expected at any time.”’ 

Orrin Warren, M. D., and late surgeon of the Third Massachusetts Infantry, 


testifies: 

“1 was professionally called to see the late Charles B. Coffin in 1871; found 
him suffering from disease of kidneys accompanied with pain in small of the 
back, with tenderness over the region of the kidneys. I examined his urine at 
the time, but k no notes thereof and can not say what the result of the exam- 
ination was. I nd him very d ent at the time of my attendance, and 
although I did not attend him regularly after that, I saw him every week or 
two until 30 (Decoration Day), 1874; at that time he with others were in- 
vited to join in the services of the day but was not able to march with the post, 
and rode in a carriage furnished for the invalid and wounded; he expressed 
himself as hardly in a condition to ride even. I do not remember to have seen 
him after that.” 

Your committee, from the evidence presented, have nodoubt but the soldier’s 
disabilities made life miserable to him, and finally weakened him so, physically 
and mentally, that in a fit of despondency he determined to end his sufferings 


for once all, 

His widow is seven ree years of age and 
opinion that she should be placed on the roll the few remaining days of her life, 
and therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying bill, as amended in 
line 5, by adding after the word “the” the words “ provisions and,” so it will 
read, ** provisions and limitations of.” 


The amendment reported by the committee was adopted. 


The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


FRANCES MOSHER. 


Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. I call up for consideration the bill (H. 
R. 7965) for the relief of Frances Mosher. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, d-c., That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, di- 
rected to place on the the name of Frances Mosher, widow of Hiram 
of 


pension-roll 
A. Mosher, late a private in empone Y, Tenth Minnesota Volunteers, subject 
to the provisions and limitations pension laws. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. O’ HARA) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was-referred the bill (H. R. 7965 
for the relief of Frances Mosher, have had the same under consideration, an 
submit the following aes 

The claimant is the widow of Hiram A. Mosher, sergeantof Company F, Tenth 
— > ce Infantry, who was wounded in battle before Nashville De- 


Claimant's husband at the time of his death, November 13, 1884, was receiving 
ee month for loss of leftarm, amputated just below the shoulder. 
idow’s claim was because the cause of death—disease of the heart or 


rejected 
due to loss of the arm, and not otherwise shown to be due to 
Dr. H. J. Young testifies as follows; 
treated 





Your committee are of 


va and peeecribed for eaid Mosheras physician and surgeon man times 
and often the seventeen years prior to his death, which occurred on the 


of the left arm, axilla, and heart.” 
November, 1884, soldier while walking in the street of 
of disease, thé result of disability as above. 


“That he was personally acquainted with the claimant's late husband, Hiram 
A. Mosher, for more than thirteen years previous to his death, and that he 
treated him (said Mosher) at different times for ne ia of the stump of left 
arm and a neuralgic condition of the heart and pe jum. At no time since 
I have known him had he been free from pain in the stump and all the nerves 
the axillary plexus. The morning of soldier's death he complained 


. 13, 1884. 

a post-mortem examination the day following we found thickening of 
adhesion of nerves and an en ion of all blood-ves- 
sels; the anterior circumflex artery thickened; calcareous deposits, inducing 
necessarily imperfect circulation, and, by subsequent inflammation. all nerves 
by thickening and extensive adhesions ; increased overaction 
of nerves and blood-vessels of pericardium and the heart, i. e., the coronal arte- 
ries; the adhesions and thickening of all the structures of the heart, blood-ves- 
sels, nerves, and a partial ossification of the valves, with evidence of an inflam- 

mation heretofore existing, involving the i 


E 


i 


than that of the loss of the arm, extensive inflammation, 
suppuration, and gangrene, hospital fever, pneumonia, and a lingering conva- 
at eae deaths Seasoned tote anata, the Seal of gona 
can resu 
wound received while in battle. 
We therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 
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The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


SARAH E. HENRY. 
I call up for consideration the bill (S. 1348) granting 


Mr. LYMAN. 


@ pension to Sarah FE. Henry. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &-c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Sarah E. Henry, widow of George 
Henry, late of Company E, Second United States Cavalry, and general service, 
United States Army. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. ELLSBERRY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1348) 
granting a pension to Sarah E. Henry, having examined the same, concur in 
the Senate report hereunto attached, and recommend the passage of the bill. 

The committee, having fully considered this bill and examined into the claim 
of Mrs. Henry, have reached the following conclusions : 

George Henry, late of Company E, Second United States Cavalry, appears to 
have served two terms of enlistment in the Army, one of five years and one of 
three years. The application of the widow, Mrs. Sarah E. Henry, fora pension 
was rejected upon the ground that the said soldier died of pneumonia, which 
disease was not contracted during his service in the Army. The affidavit of the 
physician in attendance upon Henry is to the effect that he had been treated for 
rheumatism for a number of years, and that he died of that disease and pneu- 
monia, and that, in the opinion of said physician, the former disease was con- 
tracted while in the line of duty in the Army. The committee desire, in clos- 
ing this report, to append the following communications from Asst. Adj. Gen. 
Samuel Breck and General E. D. Townsend, late Adjutant-General United States 
Army, and make them a part thereof: , 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE, 
Omaha, Nebr., Marci 10, 1836. 

Sim: At the request of Franklin J. Henry, son of George Henry, deceased, I 
take the liberty of addressing you this lettefon behalf of the widow of George 
Henry (Sarah E. Henry), to whom a bill now before the Senate (S. 1548) proposes 
to grant a pension. 

George Henry was enlisted in February, 1858, in Company E, Second Dragoons 
(now known as Second Cavalry), and served until December, 1862, when he was 
discharged by order of Major-General Burnside at Falmouth, Va. The same 
month, being well recommended, he was again enlisted in the general service, 
United States Army, for clerical duty in the Adjutant-Generai’s Oflice in Wash- 
ington. On the latter duty he was under me. 

While he was able to do his work in the office well his health seemed delicate 
and very gradually grew more so until I left the Adjutant-General’s Oflice, in 
1870, he having in the mean time been discharged as a soldier (in April, 1864) to 
accept a civilian clerkship. I understood and believed at the time of his enlist- 
ment in the Adjutant-General’s Office, in 1862, that his health was broken by his 
service with his regiment in the Army,and certainly during al! the time I knew 
him no one could have beena more zealous, faithful publicservant. His habits, 
so far as I could know and see, were urfexceptionable. 

I hope something can be done for his widow. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM’L BRECK, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
Hon. Jouw I. Mrrewxt1y, United States Senator, 
Chairman Committee on Pensions, Washington, D. C. 

I know that Mr. George Henry, once a soldier in the Second Regiment of 
Dragoons, was a valuable clerk in the Adjutant-General’s Office under the im- 
mediate orders of Bvt. Brig. Gen. Samuel Breck, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
I can not say anything positive concerning his ill-health, or the cause of it, as 
he did not often come under my observation. He was one of those faithful old 
soldiers who, having been disabled from doing active duty in the field, served 
the Government no less faithfully, zealously, and efficiently in a sphere where 
he would be less exposed to vicissitudes of climate, hard fare,&c. The pay of 
men in that class was insufficient to enable them to make any provision for their 
families when they were no longer here to support them. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Brig. Gen., U.S. Army, retired (late Adjutant-General). 
Crry oy WASHINGTON, March 15, 1386. 


The committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


WILLIAM 8S. RAY. 


Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. I call up for consideration the 
bill (H. R. 8335) granting a pension to William 8S. Ray. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to restore to the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of William 8S. Ray, late a private in 
Company G, Third Regiment North Carolina Infantry Volunteers, to date from 
the day his name was dropped therefrom. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. I call for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. O’ HARA) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
4623) granting a pension to William S. Ray, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and submit the following report : 

William S. Ray was duly enlisted asa private in Company G, Third North 
Carolina Mounted Infantry. He was placed on the pension-rolls on account of 
wounds received which totatly disabled him, receiving at the time $18 per month. 
He was dropped from the rolls the 26th of May, 1877, on a report from G. H. 
Ragsdale, special agent from Pension Department, on a charge that he was not 
in the line of duty when wounded. The affidavits of comrades show that the 
soldier came through the lines from his regiment into Madison County, North 
Carolina, on the special duty of piloting recruits*for the Federal service, which 
he often did, and was fired upon by rebel scouts while so employed, receiving 
his severe wound at the time. This testimony is corroborated by that of sol- 
diers in the confederate army, who were eye-witnesses to the whole affair. 

The committee think that the testimony is sufficient .o restore the soldier, and 
we recommend the passage of a substitute for the original bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 
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STEPHEN R. SMITH. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of New York. I call up for consideration the bill 
(S. 1466) granting an increase of pension to Stephen R. Smith. 


The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subj ect to the provisions’ and 


limitations of the pension laws, the name of Stephen t. Smith, late a private in 
Company C, Thirty-first Regiment lowa Infantry, at the rate of $30 per month, 
in lieu of the pension he is now receiving, to commence from the passage of 


this act, 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. MORRILL) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1466) 


granting an increase of pension to Stephen R. Smith, having examined the 
same, recommend the passage of the bill, 


Mr. BUCHANAN. I should like to have some explanation of this 
case, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas.’ Does that adopt the Senate re- 
port? Jf it does, let the Senate report be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The claimant was a private in Company C, Thirty-first Regiment Iowa In- 
fantry Volunteers, and was discharged on surgeon's certificate of disability for 
gunshot wound of right Jung received at the battle of Kenesaw Mountain, 
Georgia, June 27, 1864. He was pensioned in 1867 for gunshot wound of right 
lung, and has secsived various rates, ranging from $8 to $24 per month, since 
June 12, 1865, the date of his discharge, and latter is the present rate of al- 


lowance, having been advanced to + sum under the provisions of the act of 
March 3, 1883. 


He subsequently made application for increase, and on Jane 17, 1884, was ex- 
amined by the board of examining surgeons at Washington, D.C., ‘who reported 
adversely to his application for fn crease, solely because he was receiving the 
maximum rate allowed by the pension law, and conciude their report as fol- 
fows: “ His disability is equivalent to the loss of a hand or foot.” 

The medical examinations held 4n this case have uniformly found “that the 
disability is permanent; that the ball still remains in his y; that he suffers 
much from dyspepsia an cpa of right lun ogi that he can not perform any labor 
requiring the active use of his arms; that wound yet remains open and dis- 
charges pus freely ; that the wound is still an open su rating ulcer; every 
symptom of consumption ; the right arm partially paralyzed ; general debility 


exists.” 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. How much does the bill pro- 
pose to give? 

Mr. MORRILL. It proposes to give $30 per month. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the bill again. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I do not see for what reason 
an unusually large pension is given in this case. It does not ap 
that this claimant has any one dependent upon him or that he has to 
employ a nurse. 

Mr. MORRILL. Idonot know anything of the circumstances of this 
man, but I think from the facts presented he is certainly disabled from 
any labor, and with a running sore he can not live long. This biil 
simply places him on the pension-roll the same as if totally disabled 
from manual labor. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Is he now drawing a pension? 

Mr. MORRILL. He is drawing a pension of $24. This increases 
it $6 on account of disability. The report says he is totally disabled 
for manual labor. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, The report says his disability 
is equivalent to the loss ‘of one hand or one foot. That is not total 
disability by a good deal. That entitles him to $24 a month and he 
gets that now. I have a case similar to this in my district where a 
very worthy man suffers from a running sore the result of a wound, and 
he gets $24. I have talked with the Pension Commictee about his case, 
but they have declined to recommend any increase of pension. Ihave 
had the case fairly presented, but they think that he is getting enough 
now. I object to the allowance in this bill because the report states 
that the man’s disability is equivalent only to the loss of one hand or 
one foot, and he is now getting the pension allowed for that disability. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, shall this bill be laid aside.to 
be reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I shall ask for a quorum un- 
less the bill is withdrawn. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, I do not know anything about this 
case except from the evidence contained in the papers that I have ex- 
amined. The evidence shows that this man suffers from a running 
sore, the result of being shot through the body, and that one of his 
hands is paralyzed, and it seems to me that $30 a month is a very 
small allowance for such disability. I question very much, however, 
whether it is a favor to him to pension him at $30 in this way, because 
where the pension is fixed by a special act I understand that the pen- 
sioner can not get the increase which he would otherwise be entitled 
to for increase of disability. 

A Mremser. This man will probably get $50 within a el 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Very well; Ighall be glad that 
he gets it, if he is entitled to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York (Mr. JOHNSON] 
has charge of the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of New York. Mr. Chairman, I called up the bill 


by request, but I really do not know anything about the facts in the 
case, , 
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Mr. MORRILL. I ask unanimous consent that the bill be laid asiqg 
informally, retaining its place on the Calendar. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 





W. D. MAVELY. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Chairman, I call up House bill 7616, for the re- 
lief of W. D. Havely. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it é@c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, ay 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions an 
limitations of the pension laws, the nameof W. D. Havely, father of Robert M. 
Havely, late of Company C, Fifteenth Regiment of West Virginia Volunte 
Infantry. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I ask for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. MORRILL) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (1. R 
==: for the relief of W. D. Havely, submit the following mapas: 

files in this case show that W. D. Havely is the father o Robert M. I: avely, 

oa in Company C, Fifteenth Regiment West Virginia Volunteers, w} 
fell mortally wounded at the battle of Cloyd’s Mountain, May 9, 1864, and di. nd 
from the effects of said wound twelve days later. The mother of the soldier 
died in 1845. Heleft neither widow nor child. The father is now old and neariy 


a He has a small farm, which the evidence shows is mortgaged for j:4 
ull value. 

J. Boiconet and 8. R. Tuttle testify 

* We have been acquainted with Ww. D. Havely for ten years, and know th, 
he has been afflicted with double hernia, and on account thereof has not been 
able to perform any manual labor, but has done some work during the ti: ne 
and we further state that said W. D. Havely is not worth anything financially. 
He has a small farm, but it is encumbered with mortgages for all it ie worth 

William H. Warner and Orios J. Lent testify. that they are intimately a: 
quainted with the claimant; that he is unable to earn a living by reason of a: d- 
vanced age and feebleness ‘of body, and the further fact that he has a doub\ 
hernia; that his property is not more than sufficient to pa pay | his indebtedness. 
that he is in every respect a man needing and deserving o - from the Gov- 
ernment, having been el of the service of his two sons by reason of thei: 
service in the Union Army during the war of the rebellion. The Pension De- 
partment can afford him no relief use he can not furnish the required evi 
dence that his son was contributing to bis support at the time of his death and 
that he was then de ent upon him, though claimant states under oath that 
such was the fact. n has invariably granted relief in cases of this kind 
where it is shown that the claimant lost a son in the service and is now destitute 
and unable to support himself. Upon this point there can be no question in thi. 
case, and your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I am not going to object to this bill, 
for the case is doubtless a very worthy one, but 1 want to ask a ques- 
tion of the chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

I would be glad if the chairman would inform us whether or no it is 
the intention of that committee to take any step at this session of Con- 
gress to report and press to its passage a general bill taking care of a 
large class of cases throughout the country that stand on all fours with 
this case. As I understand this it is one of those cases in which it is 
out of the power of the party seeking relief to furnish proof that hc 
was dependent upon the son at the time of his death, though he is ina 
dependent condition now. 

Mr. MORRILL. In answer to the gentleman from Illinois, I would 
say that the gentleman from New York [Mr. WEBER] early in this ses- 
sion introduced a bill for that purpose, which was promptly reporte:! 
favorably by the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and is now on the 
Calendar. I can further assure the gentleman from Illinois that if tle 
Committee on Invalid Pensions were allowed to pass their bills they 
would pass a good many that are now on the Calendar, but which the y 
have no hope of passing through this House. 

Mr. CANNON. Does not the gentleman think that unanimous con- 
sent could be obtained in the House to take up a general bill for this 
class of cases? If the question was fairly presented I do not believe 
that anybody on either side of the House would object. There are a 
great many old people throughout the length and breadth of the land 
who lost sons in the service and who are dependent in their old age— 
cases in which the son was in fact d ent upon them at the time 
he went into the Army; but he went into the service and was killed, 
or lost his health and died, and now the ts are left without that 

support which other parents in their old age receive from their children. 
I do hope that the committee will make an effort to bring such a bill 
before House, and I believe that unanimous consent can be o))- 
tained for its consideration. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recon- 
mendation that it do pass. 


SARAH A. THOMAS. 


ae SOWDEN. Mr. Chairman, I call up Senate bill (S. 1357) grant- 
ng a pension to Sarah A. Thomas. The bill is accompanied by 4 rc- 
-s which I ask to have read for the information of the House. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it qravte’ Bo. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to —- on the pension-roll, su to eee peer’ isions and 
limitations of the laws, the name of Sarah'A. ow of Samuel 
H. Thomas, late of Company D, Sixtieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

The report (by Mr. ELLSBERRY) was read, as follows: 
on Invalid qo ee vee ents ee bill — 
Sarah nsidered same, 
fithe Seened cheat Wictente cheabel, cot sessenenond the passage 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1357) granting 


a pension to Sarah A. Thomas, leave to report back the same with recon» 
Tata 
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Samuel H. Thomas enlisted and was mustered as a private soldier of Com- 
pany D, Sixtieth Regiment Ohio Infantry Volunteers, on the 17th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1864, and was mustered out with his company, July 28, 1865. He died 
December 31, 1879, unexpectedly, and his family physician, who reached | the military service of the United States."” The Committee on Invalid Pensions 
him a short time after death, gave it as his opinion that the cause thereof | have heretofore uniformly declined to recommend the granting of a pension to 


was heart soldiers not enrolled in the service of the United States or acting under the im- 
On the 6th day of January, 1870, the said Thomas was married to Sarah A. | mediate orders of an officer in the United States service. They are fully satis- 
Warne, by whom he had five children born in wedlock, the oldest of whom | fied that this rule is the proper one and that it should be rigidly adhered to; 
will reach the of sixteen years next December. The widow is but little | otherwise it will be seen that the door would be opened wide to a great num- 
able to perform arduous duty of earning a maintenance for these five chil- | ber of claimants of whom it would be impossible to obtain any official record. 
Oa, 1880, the widow made application for a pension, alleging that Ker The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
husband, the said Samuel H. Thomas, had contracted heart disease and chronic | the recommendation that it do pass. 
diarrhea in the Army, &c.; but the claim was rejected by the Pension Office on ORDER OF BUSINESS 
the ground “that the fatal disease which terminated [the] soldier’s death a ESS 
can net be ganeuted as a result of his Army service.” Mr. SPOONER. I ask that Senate bill No. 160 be taken up 
A massof ony contained in sworn affidavits, the notes of examinations Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. I jerstand there wasan arrangement made 
of witnesses under oath, &c.,has been sent to the committee, upon request of Mr. Z wad Ak. Lunderstanc he re W asan arrangement made 
the chairman, from the Pension Office, from which it appears that the said | between the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. THOMPSON ] and the gentleman 
Thomas wena) ee —~ ee eees, a Raia hesaty, healthy man.and that | from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorr], who reported the bill, that it should 
ae that he suffered from these complaints, more or eee tely lie over with Senate bill No. 489 until next week. 
at frequent intervals up to the time of his death. Mr. SPOONER. I withdraw the request, I did not understand that 
Your committee are satisfied that the cause of his death originated duriiig his such an agreement had been made. 
service in the Army, and that the widow is entitled to the relief proposed by - 
J. H. THORNBURY. 


the bill. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. I call up the bill (S. 1770 
ing a pension to J. H. Thornbury. 


mendation that it do pass. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of J. H. Thornbury, late of Com- 
pany D, Eighth Regiment of Iowa Cavalry Volunteers. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. I ask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. MORRILL) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 1770) 
granting a pension to Joseph H. Thornbury, submit the following report: 

The records in this case show that after the soldier enlisted in Company D, 
Eighth Iowa Cavalry, but before he was mustered, while on guard and in the 
line of duty, he received a wound in his hand by the accidental discharge of his 
gun, which rendered him unfit for duty, and caused the mustering oflicer to re- 
ject him when the company was mustered into service. He afterward enlisted 
in the Veteran Reserve Corps and served until the close of the war. His appli- 
cation for pension was rejected on the ground that he was not regularly in the 
United States service when the wound was received. Technically this may be 
true, but it is not strictly so, for the soldier had enlisted and was held to be 
mustered whem@ver the mustering officer was ready to perform that duty. 

Equity demands that this soldier should be treated as if the formal act of mus- 
tering in had been performed,and your committee therefore recommend the 
passage of the bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 
HENRY SHIVELY. 
Mr. FUNSTON. I call up the bill (S. 1257) granting a pension to 
Henry Shively. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &-c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject tothe provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Henry Shively, late first HNeuten- 
ant of Company D, Twelfth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. MoRRILL) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (S. 1257) 
granting a pension to Henry A. Shively, submit the following report ; 

Your committee, after an examination of this case, have adopted the Senate 
reportas follows, and recommend the pee of the bill: 

The claimant, Lieut. Henry Shively, late of Company D, Twelfth Kansas Vol- 
unteers, enlisted September 25, 1862, and was discharged August 6, 1864. He 
made application for pension March 24, 1881, alleging in his declaration— 

“ That in January, 1863, while in command of a squad in pursuit of guerrillas 
in Missouri, he incurred enlargement of testicles and scrotum ,gaused by his horse 
throwing him forward on the horn of his saddle; also contracted pains in his 
shoulder and neck.”’ 

The claim was rejected by the Commissioner of Pensions on the ground of ‘‘no 
record of the alleged injury and the inability to prove origin in the service and 
line of duty.”” The claimant testifies— 

“That soon after the organization of the regiment he was detailed as scout, 
with a posse of men (mounted) to watch the Missouri border, and while in the 
discharge of duty he was thrown on the horn of his saddle, injuring his testicles, 
which were much swollen for some time, and the enlargement has never en- 








the injured ear and the sightofthe eye. There is considerable deformity of the 
face caused by exfoliation of the bone. 


The claim was rejected by the Pension Bureau because “ claimant was not in 





















crant- 


JOWNN S. BRIDGES. 


Mr. ROWELL. Mr. Chairman, I call up Senate bill §. 1169 granting 
a pension to John 8S. Bridges. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension Jaws, thé name of John 8S. Bridges, late of Company 
C, One hundred and twentieth Illinois Volunteers, 


Mr. BLANCHARD. I ask to have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. NEECE) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred Senate bill 1169, 

— to submit the following eas : 

they have examined Senate bill No. 1169, and the evidence in relation 
thereto; that they hereby adopt Senate report thereon, which report is in words 
and figures as follows: 

“ Claimant enlisted as a private in Company C, One hundred and twentieth 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, on the I4th day of August, 1862, and was dis- 
charged at Camp Butler, Illinois, Raptenies 15, 1865, by reason of expiration of 
term of service. In his original dec on he claims to have contracted heart 
disease in the line of his duty, namely, on a march from Memphis, Tenn., to 
Guntown, Miss., during whieh he was overheated. Officers and comrades cor- 
roborate this statement by affidavit. Medical testimony is furnished to show 
that he suffered from heart disease since the time of his discharge; that he is 
disqualified for severe manual labor, and that he was a sound man at the time 
of his enlistment. There is no record testimony bearing nm this case other 
than that which shows his presence on duty and his honorable discharge. The 
claimant testifies that he was treated by the original nm, Dr. Whitnall, who 
is dead, and that he is unable to procure further medical evidence. 

*Dr. John R. Clark testifies that the claimant was a sound and able-bodied 


that 
“In view of the fact that the soldier was a healthy man when he went into 
the service, and that he came out of it broken in health and disqualified to per- 
form manual labor, and that his disability increases with time, your committee 
recommend the passage of the bill.” 


The committee therefore recommend the passage of said bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JOSEPH ROMISER. 

Mr. McCOMAS. I call up House bill No. 1059, granting a pension 
to J Romiser. 

The was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, éc., That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place the name of Joseph Romiser, late of Capt. Frank 
Mason’s er Maryland volunteers, on the pension-roll, subject to the 
restrictions and tations of the pension laws of the United States, to be paid 
a pension from ——. 


Mr. McCOMAS. I move to amend by striking out the words ‘‘ to 
be paid a pension from,’’ which are unnecessary; also by striking out, 
in line 6, the word “‘ restrictions’’ and substituting the word ‘‘ provis- 


: ey) . * . tirely disappeared. It was several days before they reached camp, and, having 

ions; which I believe is the usual expression. gotten better, said nothing about itto any one. He continued to perform post 

The amendments were agreed to. 7 duty on the border, and asa result of the injury and the fatigue and exposure, 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I ask for the reading of the report. riding ne os Seer the geal, his qpaeneet ne weuvaae eens 

. i generally debilitated until his discharge. Never was inthe hospital. pon his 

The report (by Mr. Swore) was read, as follows: vag arrival home (November 1, 1864), his right testicle began to grow worse, and was 

The Committee anne uowees, tonhem wee ee the bill (H. R. 1059) waned oy _ Hower. Afterward the left one did the same, and he was treated 
granting a pension Pp miser, respectfully report: ‘ y Dr. Merrill.”’ 

The facts of this case, which are completely substantiated, are briefly as fol- Thomas R. Wilkinson, C. L. Robbins, and Alfred Johnson testify to soundness 


prior to enlistment. 
The claimant was a member of Capt. Frank Mason’s company of volunteers, 


Captain Ashby testifies— 
of ate ane | Alleghany County, Maryland. This company of volunteers was “ That for tne first six or seven months of service no officer of the regiment 
into either the United States or State service. On the 19th of June, | performed more arduous duty than the claimant; that he was often detailed and 
1861, claimant was with said company when they were ordered to proceed to | served asascout. In the winter of 1862 and 1863 his health began to fail, and he 
Md., to repel athreatened attack of the confederate forces. Upon | resigned in the summer of 1864. Claimant was an able-bodied man prior to his 
the comneey in Cumberland the men were ordered to uncap their | enlistment.” 
muskets. While doing this duty a musket in the hands of Alpheus Bea!! was W. L. Seville testifies— 
accidentally discharged, and a minie-ball, with which it was charged, struck “ That in October, 1864, he accompanied claimant home from Fort Smith, Ark., 
claimant in the left side of the neck, com’ out near the left eye, entirely de- | to Fort Scott, Kans.,and that claimant was sick and grew worse.’ 
the sight of his eye, the hearing of his left ear, and the “ hinge of his Dr. Lindsay, regimental surgeon, testifies— 
“ That he treated claimantat Fort Scott, Kans., in December, 1863, and at Fort 
j testifies that he was one of the surgeons who pro- | Smith in July, 1864, for liver disease and general debility, and in July, 1964, rec- 
attended claimant. He found that a minie-ball bad entered at the | ommended his discharge for said diseases. From July to October he was weak 
back “<a neck, passed along on the outside of the skull, under the ear, | and debilitated,and had a yellow or jaundiced appearance. 
_ jaw at and 


Did not see him 
Ww at its ramus, making its exit t! the molar bone be- | again until 1881, when he finds his testicle enlarged and tender.” 
the outer side of the eye of the same side. wound was # dan- 


R. H. Kirkland, comrade, testifies— 
¢rous one, but after a long sickness he recovered, but has lost the hearing of 


. That in January, 1863, in Cass County, Missouri, while scoutiny, claimant was 
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disahied by being thrown on the horn of his saddle, hurting his testicles, and 
causing a permanent enlargement of the same.’ 

Dr. llewer testifies to treatment for enlargement of the testicle. 

Dr. Merrill, his family physician, testifies to treatment for spinal disease and 
disease of testicle since 13569. Orrin R. Hoag and John N. Powell testify to con- 
tinuous disability from 1865 to 1881. 

Dr. J. T. Paxmere, examining surgeon at Ottawa, Kans., under date of Jan- 
uary 10, 1883, reports: 

‘Claimant has hypertrophy of both testicles, the left fully as large as a goose 
egg, the right about the size of a hen egg. Hasto wear bandages to support the 
weight, and enable him to get around. Rates his disability at third grade or 
$i2 per month, and certifies that in his belief, from his examination, it was re- 
ceived in the service and in line of duty.” 

Your committee think the claim should be allowed,and recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill. 





The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


J. W. GOODING. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I call up the bill (H. R. 8205) 
granting a pension to J. W. Gooding. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby is, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of J. Gooding, late a private in 
John Berin’s company of Arkansas Rangers in the war of the rebellion. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. I hope the gentleman from Arkansas will ex- 
plain this case. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. We may as well have the report read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read. 

The report (by Mr. MorRw.L) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8205) granting a pension to J. W. Gooding, submit the following report : 

Claimant was a member of Capt. John W. Blivens’s company of Arkansas 
Rangers, enlisting February 23, 1864, and in May, 1867, filed a declaration for 
= sion, ent in an engagement with the enemy near Kingston, ae 

farch, 1864, his hand was penetrated by the ramrod of his gun, from which 
wound amputation of the right hand became necessary. The organization to 
which this claimant belonged was never regularly mustered into the United 
States service, but it appears from the evidence that they were under the direct 
orders of a United States Army officer, and were engaged in active service. 

‘ol. Thomas J. Hunt testifies: 

I was well acquainted with Capt. J. W. Blivens, who commanded a company 
of Arkansas Rangers. They were organized and mustered into service as Ar- 
kansas Rangers, and not into the United States service, by ord of Maj. Gen. J. 
M. Schofield, commanding t. Said company val serv- 
ice to the United States Government by doing constant scouting duty in the 
counties of Madison, Carroll, Newton, Boone, Franklin, and Johnson, report- 
ing to Col. La Rue Harrison, colonel commanding at Fayetteville. ~ 

Capt. J, W. Blivens testifies : 

* On the 22d of March, 1861, I being in command ofthe company nonin yg peed 
Ark., the company was engaged inafight with rebels. The said James W. Good 
ing, while in the line of his duty, being engaged in the fight, while loading his gun, 
plunged the end of his ramrod through the palm of his right hand, from which 
wound his hand and arm inflamed to such an extent as to render amputation 
necessary to save his life; that the above facts are derived from my personal 
knowledge of the service and cause of the disability.” 

Captain Blivens farther testifies that he was at the time acting under orders 
from Col. La Kue Harrison, commanding the First Arkansas Volunteers. Him- 
self and company were sworn into the United States service as independent 
rangers, were furnished arms, ammunition, and rations by the United States Gov- 
ernment, 

Bennett K. Henderson, lieutenant of the company, testifies to the same facts 
as Captain Blivens. 

Captain Blivens further testifies that his company were discharged from duty 
June 11, 1865, by order of the War Department. In 1868the Comm o 
Pensions re jected the case on the ground that there was norecord evidence. It 
could hardly be expected that a company of that kind would keep a careful 
record of all their casualties. It seems to be clearly established thatthe com- 
pany were acting under the orders of a waiere 
that the wound was received while in battle. and 
the effects of it afew days after. It would seem that this soldier to 
a pension from the time he received his disability,and it seems to have been 
from no neglect on his part to make the proper that he has not re- 
ceived it. To place him on the pension-roll now seems but ustice, but 
your committee, believing that he is justly entitled to this recognition, recom- 


mend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Iask the gentleman from Arkansas whether this 
man was regularly mustered into the United States service by a regular 
musiering officer. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I will state to the gentleman 
that I called this bill up by request. The man is not a citizen of my 
district, and personally I know nothing about the case. But the report 
is clear and conclusive on all these its; and I have faith in its ve- 
racity. It states that this man enlisted in a company of Arkansas 
rangers, who were organized and mustered into service by order of Maj. 
Gen. J. M. Schofield, commanding the department; that whileserving 
under Federal officers, though not regularly mustered into the Federal 
service, this man received a wound in the hand which rendered ampu- 
tation necessary, the wound being caused by the ramrod penetrating 
his hand while he wasin the actof loading his gun. Thisis the state- 
ment of the report. To my mind the case is a meritorious one. 

Mr. BRADY. There are a number of precedents of this kind. A 
bill of the same character has been passed this evening. [Cries of 
““Vote!”” “Vote!” 

Mr. SPOONER. What does the gentleman from Arkansas mean by 
stating that this man was mustered in, but not regularly? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I havestated that I know noth- 
ing of this case except what is in the report. 

Mr. SPOONER. Iwas unable to hear the whole of the report as 
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Mr. BRADY. A similar bill was passed only two or three minutes 
ago. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I certainly would not ask for 
the passage of this bill if I did not think the case meritorious. I have 
not a particle of personal interest in the case. The report states: 

The organization to which this claimant belonged was never regularly m\)5 
tered into the United States service, but it appears from the evidence that the y 
were under the direct orders of a United States Army officer, and were engaged 
in active service. 

Col. Thomas J. Hunt testifies : 

“IT was well acquainted with Capt. J. W. Blivens, who commanded a compa) y 
of Arkansas rangers. They were organized and mustered into service as A r- 
kansas rangers, and not into the United States service, by order of Maj. Gen. | 
M. Schofield, commanding department.” 


That is thestafementof the report, Gentlemen must judge for them- 
selves whether the case presented is entitled totheirsupport." The re- 
port goes on further to state the nature of the injury suffered by this 
man, which I think members understand. 

Mr. SOWDEN. It seems to me the passage of this bill would be a 
new departureand would establish adangerous precedent. If the party 
seeking to be pensioned was not regularly mustered into the service, 
new field may be opened in respect to pensions. There are hundreds, na : 
thousands, of men who were in the service, but not regularly mustered, 
and who might, if we establish a precedent of this kind, come in and 
claim pensions. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. This man was in service under 
a Federal commander and received a wound in battle. It seems to ine 
that should be sufficient to entitle him to a pension. 

Mr. SOWDEN. But it appears this wound was inflicted by himself. 
Was that in the line of duty. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. If it be true this is a new departure, and if 
there be no precedent to warrant it, I do not think the bill should be 
allowed to pass. 

Mr. MORRILL. In answer to my friend from Louisiana, I will say 
that up to the 4th of July, 1874, if this man had completed his case he 
would have been granted a pension at the Pension Office. There was 
a limitation which we tried the other day to repeal but without success, 
and the bill is now upon the Calendar. ‘The invariable rule has been 
to allow cases of this character to pass. 

The gentleman asked whether this man was regularly mustered into 
the service. He was regularly mustered in as a militiaman from the 
State of Arkansas, and was under the command of a United States 
officer, as clearly appears by the evidence on file in this case. 

As I have already stated, if he had completed his case before 1874 
he would have received a pension from the Pension Office. The law 
was in 1873 and was only for one year. Perhaps he did not 
know of the limitation expiring in 1874; at all events, he failed to 
complete his case in time. We — passed a great number of just 
such cases. It is no new de 

The bill was laid aside to be aatell to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Spriees having taken tlic 
chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. Hatcn reported that the Committee 
of the Whole House had, according to order, had the Private Calendar 
under consideration, and had instructed him to report to the House 
sundry bills with various recommendations. 


BILLS PASSED. 

Bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee of the 
Whole House without amendment, were severally ordered to be en- 
—- and read a third time; and being engrossed, they were accord- 


ingly read the third time, and 

A bill (H. R. somal granting a pension to John P. McDonald; 

‘bil (H. S164 for the relief of Emily B. Baker : 

A bill ame R. 355 a pension to George W. Cutler, late pri- 

vate in Company B, han New Hampshire Volunteers; 

A bill (H. R . 7244) granting a pension to Robert B. Kirkpatrick; 

A bill Or R. 8602) granting a pension to Sarah M. Carroll; 

be bill (H. R. 3118) granting an increase of pension to William H. 

yen (H. R. 5091) to restore the name of Harvey Coburn to the 
pension-roll; 

A bill (H. R. 5921) granting an increase of pension to John Ryan; 

A bill (H. R. 6443) granting a pension to Alexander Falconer; 

A bill (H. R. 8651) increasing the pension of Alfred J. Hill; 

A bill (H. R. 8601) granting a pension to James H. Butler; 

A bill (H. R. 7965 for the relief of Frances Mosher; 

A bill (H. R. 8335) to restore William 8. Ray to the pension-roll ; 

A bill (H. R. 7616) for the relief of W. D. Havely; and 

A bill (H. R. 8205) granting a pension to J. W. Gooding. 

Amendments to bills of the following titles were severally agreed to; 
and the bills as amended were ordered to be engrossed and read a third 


time; ee ee ee ee time, 


1059) to grant a pension to Joseph Romiser; 
1150) granting a pension to Catherine E. Coffin; 
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A bill (H. R. 6278) granting a pension to Margaret O’Connor; 

A bill (H. R. 8066) to pension Martha A. Voorhees; 

A bill (H. R. 7736) to increase the pension of George W. Parks; 

A bill (H. R. 5041) granting a pension to Sally A. Stone; and 

A bill (H. R. 7749) granting a pension to Aretus N. Butler. 

Senate bills of the following titles were ordered to a third reading; 

and they were accordingly read the third time, and passed: 

A bill (S. 1257) granting a pension to Henry Shively; 

A bill (S. 1770) granting a pension to J. H. Thornbury; 

A bill (8. 1169) granting a pension to John S. Bridges; 

A bill (S. 1357) granting a pension to Sarah A. Thomas; 

A bill (8. 1348) granting a pension to Sarah E. Henry; 

A bill (8. 2022) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Hattie A. 
Burnett; 

A bill (S. 895) granting a pension to Rachel Fleming Cellar; 

A bill (S. 1124) granting a pension to William Bethuren; 

A bill ‘s. 327) granting a pension to James E. O’Shea. 
bill ts. 108} 


A granting a pension to Augustus Field Stevens; 
- bill 8. 1235 
A 


granting an increase of pension to Joseph W. Rhine- 


‘bill Ss. meh granting a pension to John 8S. Williams; and 
A bill (8. 788) granting a pension to John L. Bruce. 

Mr. MORRILL moved to reconsider the several votes just taken; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MARIE LOUISE CRAVEN. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Senate bill 670, to increase the pension 
of the widow of the late Commander T. A. M. Craven, is an adverse re- 
port, and is reported from the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union with the understanding the vote on it shall be taken 
in a full House. 

The bill was ordered toa third reading; and it was accordingly read 
the third time. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. In accordance with the understand- 
ing, I now move the previous question on the passage of the bill, as I 
undergtand that will carry the bill over to be voted on to-morrow 
morning in a full House. 

The previous question was ordered. 

And then, on motion of Mr. MorRRILL (at 9 o’clock and 55 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 
Mr. C. R. BRECKINRIDGE: Petition of Reese Pritchard, of Lit- 
tle k, Ark, for relief—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. W. W. BROWN: Petition of citizens of McKean County, 
urging es prohibiting Mongolian immigration—to the Commit- 
ee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BUTTERWORTH: Petition of the Women's Indian Associ- 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the passage of Senate bills Nos. 
53 and 54—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: Papers relating to the claim of William J. 
Poitercut, of Hancock County, Mississippi—to the Committee on War 


te 


4 Mr. CRAIN: Petition of citizens of Galveston, Tex., against tax- 
oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 
+ Mr. CURTIN: Petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to pass a bill providing for the ——— of the trade-dol- 
oe the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
By Mr. DAVENPORT: Petition of citizens of Bath, N. Y., 
demption of the trade-dollar—to the same committee. 
By Mr. EVANS: Memorial of the Women’s Indian- Association, of 
awed Mawr, Pa., for citizenship and allotment of lands in severalty 
the Indians—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
“a Mr, GILFILLAN: Memorial of the Women’s Indian Association 
of Saint Paul, Minn.—to the same committee. 
By Mr. GROUT: Petition of H. C. Wells and 56 others, citizens of 
Calais, Vt., for a tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agricuit- 


By Mr. HIRES: Petition of citizens of New Jersey, praying for the 
—_ a bill for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Com- 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

Aleo, memorial from Grange Patrons of Husbandry of New Jersey, 
praying for laws regulating the manufacture and sale of imitation dairy 
products—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


for re- 


e 


cee memorial of No. 38, of New Jersey, protesting against 
mises on Wa of tariffon all agricultural raw material—to the Com- 
— Ways and Means. 


Mr. HISCOCK: Petition of Lucius Gleason and others, for the 
of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 


By Mr. KETCHAM: Petition of Albert Wooden and 38 others, cit- 
izens of Pawling, N. Y., for the imposition of an internal-revenue tax 


Hi 
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of 10 cents per pound on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

By Mr. LA FOLLETTE: Petition of D. H. Vernon, R. C. Vernon, 
and 25 others, praying the enactment of a law placing all imitations 
of butter under the control of the Interna!-Revenue Department, with 
a sufficient tax to defray the expense of enforcing the law—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. LORE: Petition of the Women’s Indian Association of Dela- 
ware, for the passage of the Dawes bill (8. 54) for the allotment of lands 
in severalty to Indians—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. MAYBURY: Petition of the Women’s Indian Association, of 
Detroit, Mich., for the passage of Senate bill No. 54—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. OUTHWAITE: Petition in the case of Charles K. Jeuree, 
for the removal of charges of desertion—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, petition of the Women’s National Indian Soa of Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, in favor of the passage of Senate bill No. 52—to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. PETTIBONE: Petition of Oscar Talbott and others, heirs of 
Ross Talbott; of Leroy Cox; of William G. Davis, administrator of 
Coleman Martin, deceased; and of William G. Davis, of Jefferson County, 
Tennessee; and of W. A. Howell, of Hamilton County, Tennessee, ask- 
ing that their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. RIGGS: Petition of the Board of Trade of Elgin, Ill., for the 
passage of the bill to tax and control oleomargarine—to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Also, protest of the Trade and Labor Assembly of Chicago, against 
the proposed amendment of section 5258, Revised Statutes, in the in- 
terests of railroads—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of G. Kosenberger and others, of Loraine, Ill., and of 
J. C. Gregory and others, of Hull, Il., asking for taxation and control 
of oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. J. W. STEWART: Petition of A. B. Ashley and others, for a 
revenue tax on adulterated butter—to the same committee. 

By Mr. W. J. STONE, of Kentucky: Petition of John R. Martin, 
asking compensation for property destroyed by the United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SYMES: Resolution of Knights of Labor, in favor of the Hen- 
nepin Canal—to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND: Petition of citizens of Lusk, IIl., praying 
for the passage of the arrearage-of-pension act—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MILO WHITE: Petition (22 feet long) of 600 citizens of 
Minnesota, in favor of taxing oleomargarine and regulating the manu- 
facture and sale thereof—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. WHITING: Petition of citizens of Conway, and of Hamp- 
den County Massachusetts, in favor of taxing imitation butter—to the 
same committee. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of a law 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District-of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented, and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 


By Mr. MILLIKEN: Of citizens of Kennebec County, Maine. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, May 22, 1856. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a. m. 
H. MiLpurn, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I desire to correct the Journal, Mr. Speaker. 
Upon the bill reported yesterday from the Committee on Ways and 
Means, in relation to the mackerel fisheries, I voted in the negative 
upon the second call. I am recorded as not having voted upon that 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The correction will be made. 

The Journal was then approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 


FEES OF WITNESSES AND JURORS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting a communication from the First Comp- 
troller of the Treasury relative to the resolution for an appropriation 
to pay the fees of witnesses and jurors for 1883 and prior years, reported 
on May 20 adversely by the Committee on Appropriations; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


CONSOLIDATION OF CUSTOMS DISTRICTS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, referring to his letter of the 12th instant in 
reply to a resolution in regard to customs districts, and recommending 
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the discontinuance of additional districts; which was referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
POSTMASTERS’ ACCOUNTS FOR STATIONERY. 

The SPEAKLR also laid before the House a letter from the Post- 
master-General, transmitting a statement of amounts disallowed post- 
masters for stationery for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1883, on ac- 
count of inadequate appropriations, and recommending legislation 
authorizing their allowance; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 5887) mak- 
ing appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, with amendments of the Senate, dis- 
agreed to by the House of Representatives, with the request on the 
part of the Senate for a conference committee on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses thereon. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection the request for a committee 
of conference will be agreed to, and the Chair will during the day ap- 
point the managers of the conference on the part of the House. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 8762) 
making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for 
public printing, pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1886, with amendments of the Senate; which (on motion 
of Mr. HoLMAN) was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and, with the Senate amendments, ordered to be printed. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House, under the rule, the bill 
(8S. 121) to authorize the construction of a bridge across the Staten 
Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill, and to establish the same as a 
post-road; which was read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


GERIAH COLLINS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 891) granting 
a pension to Geriah Collins; returned from the Senate by request of 
the House. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I ask that the bill be allowed to lie over inform- 
ally for the present. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. ARNOT, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. WAIT, for one week, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Hewitt, until Tuesday next, in consequence of sickness. 

To Mr. ConGEnR, until Tuesday next. 

To Mr. DisBLr, for ten days, on account of important business. 
» LEAVE TO PRINT. 


By unanimous consent, leave was granted to Mr. RiaGs to print fur- 
ther remarks on the Senate amendments to the Post-Office appropriation 
bill. 


RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW NATIONS. 


Mr. WELLBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to call up 
for present consideration the bill (S. 91) to amend an act entitled ‘An 
act to grant a right of way for a railroad and telegraph line through the 
lands of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations of Indians to the Saint 
Louis and San Francisco Railway Company, and for other purposes.’’ 

Perhaps it is proper for me to state, in making this request, that the 
same or a similar request was submitted to the House a day or two ago, 
but the consideration wasthen objected to. I am now authorized, how- 
ever, to state that the objection is not insisted upon. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, subject to objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be tt enacted, &c., That so much of section 5 of the act entitled “An act to 
grant a right of way for a railroad and telegraph line through the lands of the 
ene es ee = of Indians to the — a San an. 
which coquiees that" within one year from the date efthecam at thins 
by said company, as herein provided, the said company shall with the Sec- 
retary of the Interior a map showing the definite ] n of its line of road and 
telegraph as designated in the first th shall complete 
said road and telegraph through the lands of said nations within the further 
riod of one year,” shall and the is , 80 amended that the time 


same is here 
within which said road and telegraph line is required to be completed shall be 
extended two years from the date of the passage of this act. 


Mr. BEACH. I do not think that this bill will accomplish the ob- 
jects which its promoters have in view. The act of 1882 provided that 
this Saint Louis and San Francisco Railroad should have the 
right to cross this Indian reservation, provided &@ map of definite 
location of the road should be filed within one year, and provided fur- 
ther that the road itself should be built within one . By section 
10 of that act there was a provision that in case road 


should not build its line within the year, then the —, of the 
act should inure to the Chicaco, Texas and some other corpora- 
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tion, and they had under that tenth section a year within which to 
build the road, and if they did not build it within that time, then the 
privileges of the act should devolve upon such corporation as the Presi- 
dent of the United States might approve. 

The report from the committee is silent upon this question. I would 
like to know from the gentleman from Texas whether the privilezes of 
this act have not devolved by operation of the tenth section upon sme 
other corporation? 

Mr. WELLBORN. The whole thing has practically expired. This 
bill simply extends the time within which the road is required to be 
completed two years from the passage of the act. 

Mr. BEACH. I think the gentleman from Texas does not seize the 
point I was endeavoring to make. Under the tenth section of the act 
of 1882 these privileges, unless this railroad should construct its line 
within a year, are vested in another corporation. 

Mr. WELLBORN. Yes, sir; and the time that other corporation had 
for completing the road has also expired. 

Mr. BEACH. If that other corporation did not avail itself of the 
privileges of the act the tenth section says the provisions shall apply 
to any other company that shall have first obtained the approval of the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. WELLBORN. Thatsection will be made virtually inoperative 
by the passage of this amendment. 

Mr. BEACH. I do not think it will have that effect unless that 
tenth section is repealed. 

Mr. PERKINS. The President of the United States did not make 
the designation. 

Mr. WELLBORN. Thatis true; nodesignation has ever been made 
by the President, and hence the passage of this bill will extend the 
privileges of the original act to the Saint Louis and San Francisco Rail- 
road two years. 

Mr. BEACH. I do not think the gentleman from Texas will gain 
what he wants unless he repeals that tenth section. 

Mr. WELLBORN. This bill is a Senate bill; and those who are 
promoting this enterprise and interested in it are satisfied with the 
amendment. We are simply wanting the operation of the original act 
extended two years. 

Mr. BEACH. The reason I made the objection was because it did 
not seem right to cut some other company out of the rights to which 
it was entitled under the tenth section of that act. 

Mr. BLAND. This isa road that is being extended in the Sonth 
and Southwest, and is a very important road. 

Mr. BEACH. I have no objection to the merits of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WELLBORN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I beg leave to state that the Committee on A ppro- 
priations will ask the House next Monday to take up for consideration 
the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill. I believe 
this day is set apart by special order for the consideration of the free- 
ship bill. 

e SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Indiana demand the 
order? 

Mr. HOLMAN. The chairman of the committee, the gentleman 
from Arkansas [Mr. Dunn], does not seem to be present, and I wil! 
not insist upon the order at this moment. 

Mr. COX. It was my desire to call up this morning the privileged 
report on the Warder case; but I have been informed the special order 
will prevent that. I desire the ruling of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that by an order of the House 
made on the 23d of February each Saturday thereafter during the ses- 
sion, until further order, was set for debate in Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union, no other business to be 
transacted. Su the House has made several special orders 
for Saturdays, which, so far as they go, are exceptions to this general 
order. Among them is the order made for to-day for the consideration 
of what is known as oe _ If that bill is not ae up the 
general order made on ebruary, setting aside Saturdays for 
general debate, will be in force, and no other business can be transacte:l 
except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. COX. I desire to give notice that I will call this matter up a! 
the earliest 6 

Mr. DUNN. I supposed the committees would be called for reports 
and also that the hour for the consideration of bills was excepted in the 
order for the consideration of the free-ship bill. That is the reason | 
was not in ae place earlier. I-shall ask to take up the special order. 

Mr. G , of New Jersey. I desire to make a parliamentary in- 


uiry. 
’ The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. Lasteveninga bill to increase the pen- 
sion of the widow of the late Commander Craven was ordered to a third 
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reading, and the previous question was ordered onits passage. I un- 
derstand under the previous ruling of the Chair that can not come up 


to-day. 

Th SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not under the order of the House 
for Saturdays, but it will come up on Monday morning. It can not 
come up now because this day is specially dedicated to other matters. 


REGULATION OF COMMERCE. 


Mr. REAGAN, from the Committee on Commerce, by unanimous 


consent, reported back the bill (S, 1532) to regulate commerce, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. 

The SPEAKER. Does the bill make an appropriation or require an 
appropriation to be made? If so, it must go to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. REAGAN. I think not. The bill does not require an appro- 
priation. 

The SPEAKER. Does not the bill create a commission ? 

Mr. REAGAN. The amendment does not. 

The SPEAKER. But the bill? 

Mr. REAGAN. The bill does. 

The SPEAKER. Then it must go to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, and, with the amendment, ordered to be printed. 


LAFAYETTE FOWLER. 


Mr. CABELL. I ask unanimous consent to discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union from the further con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 8676) for the relief of Lafayette Fowler, 
and that the sime be now considered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas [Mr. DunN] to demand the special order. 

Mr. DUNN. I yield to the gentleman from Virginia on the under- 
standing that the bill he calls up will not lead to debate. 

The bill (H. R. 8676) for the relief of Lafayette Fowler was read, as 
follows: 

Beit enacted, déc., That the sum of $130.50, being the amount of revenue tax 
imposed by law upon fategrette Fowler, of Carroll County, Virginia, for the 
manufacture, &c., of 145 gallons of distilled spirits which were destroyed by fire 
in the store-house of said Fowler, in said county, on the 22d day of February, 
1886, without fault or negligence on his part, and the interest and penalties im- 
posed for the non-payment of said ‘tax be, and the same are hereby, released 
and remitted to him; and if, prior to the passage of this act, the whole or any 

of said tax, interest, or penalties shall have been paid by him, then the 

ofthe Treasury is hereby authorized and directed, out of any moneys 

in the not otherwise appropriated,to refund and repay to the said 

Lafayette Fowler the sum or sums of money so paid by him by reason of the 
} ities hereinbefore mentioned. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CABELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill wag 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

DAVID W. LOW. 
Mr. STONE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 


sent to call up from the Private Calendar and consider at this time the 
bill (H.. R. 5651) for the relief of David W. Low. 


TheSPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 
ask for objections. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, di- 

to David W. Low, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
the sum of $603.90, to indemnify him for loss of postal funds sus- 
and caused by robbery of the post-office in October, 1883. 


ca 
ER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 


IWNE, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I do not object to the con- 
of the bill, but I would like to know why this claim could 
been filed in the Post-Office Department and allowed under 
law upon this subject passed a year or two ago. 
of Massachusetts. In reply to that, Mr. Speaker, I have 
is a claim for loss of postal funds, and under the law 
ago postal funds are not payable by the Postmaster- 
law limits the payment to stamps and envelopes and 
of that kind. Moneys have to be passed upon and al- 


of Indiana. Thatiscorrect, I believe. I remember 
discussion upon the question in this House it was 
ld be very dangerous indeed to incorporate into the 
iege or right on the part of the Post-Office author- 
for losses covering postal funds; and if it was 
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a dangerous to be injected into a general statute I do not see why 
it is not to put it in a special act. 

Mr. of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I have to say, simply, 
that if losses of this kind which occur through ary, or from other 
causes for which the postmaster is not atall responsible, can not be con- 
sidered or allowed by then the in such a case is 


Congress, 
bad predicament. I have to say, further, that a bill is now pend- 
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ing before this House to qualify the law, and I submit that the law 
ought to’ be amended, and that its amendment may be well justified 
by considerations of public policy. This, however, is a case of loss by 
burglary, as will appear clearly from the report, if the gentleman de- 
sires to have it read, and the Postmaster-General says he knows no 
reason why the claim should not be allowed, except that he can not allow 
it under the law. 

Mr. BEACH. Let meask my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. STONE] 
whether we had not better lay aside these special bills and amend the 
general law. When we passed the general law in the Forty-seventh 
Congress we thought we had avoided the necessity for this special leg- 
islation, and I think it would be a good thing now to stop considering 
these bills, of which we have passed a good many within the last few 
days, and amend the general law so as to take in all these cases. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STONE, of Massachusetts, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

FISHWAYS AT THE GREAT FALLS OF THE POTOMAC. * 

Mr.WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to present a privileged report. I 
am instructed by the Committee on Appropriations to report back the 
resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk, .and ask that it be put upon 
its passage. 

The SPEAKER. 
sent. 

Mr.WILSON. Then I ask unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

IN THE Hovse OF REPRESENTATIVES, May 17,1836. 

Rasoived, That the Secretary of War be directed toinform the House what prog- 
ress,if any, has been made in the erection of the fishways directed to be placed 
at the Great Falls of the Potomac under the act approved July 15, 1882, entitled 
“An act to increase the water supply of the city of Washington, and for other 
purposes,” and the act amendatory of said act, approved February 26, 1885; also 
what amount of the sum appropriated for said fishways has been expended and 
how much is reported available for their erection, and whether the sum hereto- 
fore appropriated is sufficient for such erection. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of the re- 
port? 

nano was no objection. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the consideration 
of the special order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the Clerk to read the order 
made on the 7th day of April, from which the gentleman from Arkansas 
{Mr. DunN] will see that the bill is madea special order for the whele 
of this day, not excepting the morning hour, but that on the 25th and 
26th of this month the morning hour and the hour for the considera- 
tion of bills are excepted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Saturday, the 22d day of May next, be set apart for general de- 
bate on House bill 7219, commonly known as the “ free-ship bill,’ and that the 
following Tuesday and Wednesday, the 25th and 26th days of May, after the 
morning hours for the call of committees for reports and for the consideration 
of bills, be set apart for the further consideration and disposal of said bill, the 


peat mh peg on which, and all amendments thereto then pending, shall be 
conside as ordered at 4 o'clock on said last-named day. 


CAPT. HOLLISTER E. GOODWIN. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimots consent to take up 
and consider at this time the bill (H. R. 7773) for the relief of Capt. 
Hollister E. Goodwin and his sureties. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 
ask for objections. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That David S. Biggs and the heirs, next of kin, and personal 
representatives of Joseph Biggs be,and the same hereby are, released and dis- 
charged frons any and all liability or payment of money upon a bond executed 
in the year 1863 by Hollister E. Goodwin as principal and David S. Biggs and 


That can be done to-day only by unanimous con- 


Joseph Bi as sureties, conditioned as required by law for the performance by 
the said Hollister E.Goodwin of the duties of assistant quartermaster of the 
United States Army. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this bill? 


There was no objection. 

An amendment recommended by the Committee on War Claims, in- 
serting the word ‘‘three’’ after the word ‘‘sixty,’’ in theseventh line of 
the bill, so as to make the clause read, ‘‘A bond executed in the year 
1863,’ &c., was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, an@ 
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Mr. HISCOCK moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

ROBERT STRACHAN, 

Mr. GALLINGER, I ask unanimous consent that the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill (S. 574) for the relief of Robert 
Strachan, and that the House now proceed to consider the same. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c,, That jurisdiction be, and the same is hereby, conferred upon 
the United States Court of Claims to hear, try, and determine, according tothe 
rules and practice now in force in said court, any claim for damage which 
Robert Strachan may have against the District of Columbia by reason of the 
said District of Columbia, or its agents, servants, or employés having changed 
the grade of New Hampshire avenue between Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets, 
and living turned the water upon the premises of the said Strachan and into 
his dwelling-house, and by means of an embankment having been erected and 
continued thereon for a long time, in said District of Columbia. 

Src. 2. That the judgment rendered in said action, if any shall be rendered 
for the claimant, shall be paid in the same manner as judgments are paid in 
said court as now provided by law ; and one-half of the amount of said judg- 
ment shall be c — against the revenues of the District of Columbia. 

Sxc. 3. That th overnment hereby waives all rights under the statute of 
limitations as to this claim. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to diseharging the Committee 
of the Whole House from the consideration of this bill and proceeding 
to consider it in the House at this time? 

Mr. HEMPHILL, I wish to inquire whether the bill has been re- 
ferred to any committee of the House? 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Committee on Claims has made a unani- 
mous report in favor of this bill. It has already passed the Senate. 
It simply allows a poor man to go to the Court of Claims and establish 
his claim if he can. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Let us hear the report. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the report will be read, 
subject to the right to object afterward to the consideration of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill for the relief of Robert Strachan and others was pee eee before Bot — 
ate in the Forty-eighth Congress, A report was made by the 
District of Columbia, a copy of which may be found in canon a a a to to this 
report, recommending the passage of said bill for the relief of 
only, but the bill was not reached by the Senate, and in view of the fact that it 
could not be so reached, it was sent to the Court of Claims under the first 
clause of section 1059 of the Revised Statutes. This clause gives the Court of 
Claims jurisdiction over “all claims which may be —a- to it by aye 
House of Congress.”" The Court of Claims, however, upon t of t 
Attorney-General to dismiss, held that they could not take jurisdiction of the 
claim, for the reason that, in ‘the opinion of the court, that clause does not give 
to the se parate Houses of Congress the power to confer jurisdiction upon the 
Court of Claims against the District of Columbia, but only upon claims against 
the United States. 

In the present Congress bills for the relief of Robert Strachan were presented 
in both Houses, giving the Court of Claims jurisdiction and vars any right 
under the statute of limitations. The Senate bill has passed that body, and is 
now before this committee. 

Your committee therefore recommend that the House bill lie upon Vi table, 

































The SPEAKER. But the Chair could not tell in advance what me. 
ures would give rise to debate; and after the House has given consent 
to the consideration of a bill it is before the House, subject to debate 
under the rules. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I feelsure that this bill will not give rise to 1, 
debate. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I desired only to say that after a unanimons re. 
port by the Committee on Claims I did not like to object to the con. 
sideration of this measure; but I wish to call the attention of the Ho, 
to the fact that the passage of this bill will probably establish ; — Ce 
dent which may involve the Government and the District of ren 
in the payment of a very large sum of money. One of the provisi: 
of this bill, and the main provision, is that this claimant shall have the 
right to sue in the Cotirt of Claims for any damage which he may have 
suffered by reason of a change in the grade of the streets of this city 
There are some other provisions in the bill, but I believe that is the 
principal one. Now, it has been decided by the Supreme Court of the 
United States that a municipal corporation such as the city of Wash- 
ington has the right to change the grade of the streets whenever it secs 
proper to do so. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I think it is the rule in every court iy 
the United States that the common council of a city or town has ple. 
nary power to change the grade of any street, and that such change doe 
not work any da 

Mr. HEMPHILL. ‘That is exactly what I am contending fo: 
Therefore I say that if this man be permitted to go into the Court of 
Claims and recover damages for the supposed wrong which has been 
done him in this matter, every other citizen in this community who 
may suppose himself to have suffered damage on accoynt of a change 
of grade will under this precedent have the same right to go into court 
and sue the District of Columbia or the United States Government {i 
the damage he may believe himself to have suffered. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to inquire of the gentleman whether the:e 
are not a great many cases of this sort. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Oh, yes, sir; a great many. 

Mr. BLOUNT. So that the amount of the liability in which the 
Government may be involved is very la 

Mr. HEMPHILL. There is no doubt about that. 

I will say, without meaning to reflect in any way upon the Commit. 
tee on Claims—because I know that any committee is liable to make 
mistakes—that this same committee has reported to this House another 
bill providing payment to a claimant who, as I believe, has no earthly 
claim for damages, and whose claim, whatever may be its merit, is 
now pending in the Supreme Court of the United States on a case 
carried up from the Court of Claims. And before the court has de- 
cided whether he has any right to any money at all we are called upon 
by a report from this same committee po i ane ie “ac “A 
As I have said, I disclaim any desire to reflect upon the Committee « 
Claims, because it is impossible for them, as it is for all of us in many 
cases, to get at all the facts connected with these matters. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Will the gentleman from South Carolina yield 
to mé for a question ? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Yes, in one moment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. What case do you refer to? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. There isa large number of le in this Dis- 
trict who feel it to be their duty to take every dollar they can out 0! 
the Treasury by right or by wrong. Therefore I say it is of the utmost 
consequence to this District and to the United States Government the 
House should consider well before they lay down a precedent, by the 
meiner tone. this bill, even if the man is a poor man, which is liable to 

damage in the fatare. 
Now I Sioa to the gentleman’s question. 
Mr. BUCHANAN. What case do you refer to? 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I refer tothe claim of the Ballard Pavement 


Company. f 
Mr. BUCHANAN. Asa member of that committee I desire to sa) 
I have no knowledge of that case whatever. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I disclaim reflection on anybody whatever. It 
is likely to have been reported by any committee under the same cir 


cumstances. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him 4 que>- 
tion? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Yes; I will yield toa question from the gentlc- 
man from Maryland. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Will the gentleman from South Carolina state the 
case decided by the Supreme Court of the United States to which he re- 
ferred? 


Mr. HEMPHILL. Ido not remember the case; but it was a cise 
which grew out of change of grade in this city. 

Mr. FINDLAY. The tendency of modern decisions is to relax th 
strictness with which the old doctrine of damnum absque injuria w° 
enforced. While, therefore, the gentleman from South Carolina isco" 
rect as to the general current of the decisions upon this subject, |" 
gentleman from Indiana is wrong when he states that the non-liability °' 

for damages incident toa change of grade isthe 
universal rule in all the courts. The Supreme Court has so held in the 


ich 


and they report back the Senate bill with a recommendation that it 

with the following amendments: At the nning of line 8, section 1, strike out 
the word ‘“‘and"’ and insert the words “ or by reason of their; ” in line 9 9, strike 
out the word “and,” between the words “ dwelling-house”" and ach and in 
eine 10 insert the words “by them” between the words “continued” and 
“thereon.” 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this bill in the House? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I wish to inquire whether this bill was properly 
sent to the Committee on Claims—whether it ought not to have gone 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia? 

The SPEAKER. It might have gone to either committee, because 
it involves a claim against the District of Columbia, and also a claim 
against the United States. Of course a claim against the District of 
Columbia alone would go properly to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and a claim against the United States would go puree dire to 
the Committee on Claims. The claims embraced in this bel 
both classes. Is there objection to the present consideration of the 
in the House? [A pause.] The Chair hears no objection. The Com- 
mittee of the Whole House is discharged from the fartber consideration 
of the bill. The first question is on agreeing to the amendments re- 
ported by the Committee on Claims, and just read as a partof the same. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now on ordering<the bill as 
amended to a third reading. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I did not like to object to the con- 
sideration of this bill—— 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. No objection has been made to the consideration 
of the bill. 

Mr. DUNN. If there is to be debate I shall have to make objection. 

The SPEAKER. But the Chair asked for objection, and none was 
made. The House has entered upon the consideration of the bill and 
adopted the amendments. 

Mr. DUNN. But theChairwill rere 
the floor for the consideration of such measures as might be passed with- 
out debate. 
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old caseof Gozler vs. The City of Georgetown (6 Wheaton, 593), but has 
modified the doctrine in Pumpelly vs. The Green Bay Company (13 Wal- 
lace, 166). The courts in Ohio hold outright that injury toan individual 
by cutting down a street or otherwise for the good of all should in jus- 
tice and good morals be shared by all (McCombs vs. Akron, 15 Ohio, 
474). So Kentucky has madea longstride in the same direction (Louis- 
ville rs. Rolling Mill Company, 3 Bush, 416). And I defy any one to 
give a reason Why an injury against theindividual worked by the State 
or under its authority should not be compensated in the same way, in 
the same right, and to the same extent as injuries by the individual 
against the individual are compensated. I have been compelled to hold 
otherwise as @ practitioner, but have never done so without a feeling 
that I was engaged in an act of robbery and spoliation. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I can not let my friend decide this question of 
law. lonly yielded to him fora question. I agree it is the general, 
if not the universal, rule. If there is any exception I do not know of 
it. The opinion I referred to was delivered by Chief-Justice Marshall. 
It has been the rule established since thattimedown. It wasina cise 
where the grade was changed after express agreement by ordinance of 
the city of Georgetown or Washington it should not be changed at all. 
The court decided, notwithstanding that had been done, the city coun- 
cil had the right to change it. 

Mr. FINDLAY. That istrueinthatcase. All I have to say is that 
it has been my fortune to try a great many of these cases of condem- 
nation as the representative of the city of Baltimore, where I was com- 
pelled to take the same ground my friend from South Carolina has taken | 
this morning, that this was an injury without damage, as the books say, | 
and yet I felt in every one of them I was robbing some honest man out 
of his rights. I should like to know why when damage is done it | 
should not be paid for. There is no reason when it has been done by 
the Government it should not be paid for. The question is, has damage 
been done? And if it has been done it should be compensated for. 

Mr. HEMPHILL There is this about that: Every man who buys 
property in the city buys it with the expectation it shall be governed 
by the rules and regulations of the city council. He has no right to 
put up a wooden building in certain portions of the city, because he 
knows when he buys the property that is one of the provisions of law. 
Therefore when he buys a lot which may have a street in front of it he 
knows it at the time he buys it and makes his bargain accordingly. 

Mr. FINDLAY. He buys his property according to grade. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I now yield to the gentleman from Georgia. 

The SPEAKER. For what ; for debate? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. For debate or a motion if he wishes. 

Mr, BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker, it is very evident instead of this be- 
ing a claim for a poor individual it involvesa proposition of law, agen- 
eral proposition of right as to the conduct of the board of public works 
many years ago. It has been before time and again for re- 
vision. It is too large a question for us to dispose of in this manner, 
when, under the color of justice to an individual, we are setting per- 
> precedent which will involve this Government in millions of 

and when we are doing it unwittingly without examination. 
If it had been known this was the character of this claim I imagine 





cee EE 





consent would not have been given to take it up. I therefore, with 


the view of giving the House a better | aunty to consider it under 


re move to recommit bill. 
Mr. GALLING A single remark before that motion is made. 
The SPEAKER. The motion is debatable. 


Mr. BLOUNT. But I only yield the floor for a moment. 
The SPEAKER. gentleman makes a motion and that termi- 
nates the debate as far as the bill itself is concerned. The motion to 


The gentleman from South Carolina as well as 
the gentleman from Georgia seems to be laboring under a misapprehen- 
sion as to the facts involved in this case. It is not a question merely 
as to damages for the change of grade of a street. The facts are, and 
they have been abundantly established, that the District of Columbia, 
ostensibly for the purpose of grading a street, built up an embank- 
ment of sand almost as high as a man’s house and allowed it to remain 
I think two or three years, whereby the premises of the applicant in 
this — were ee ee It aoe on therefore, of a 
change of grade, but a question of criminal neglect on the part of the 
authorities of the District of Columbia, whereby a poor man’s residence 
was wiped out of existence practically. 
was before the Senate at the last session of Congress, and the 
Senate sent it to the Court of Claims, believing it should adjudicate the 
Se That court decided, however, that one House of 
could not submit a question to the court involving a claim 
— District of Columbia, which required the action of both 
The 


Senate has again passed the bill, and the Committee.on Claims 

of this House have examined it thoroughly. They believe the appli- 

which the court should act upon; and if true, as the 

gute South Carolina says, that the law is all against him, 

court will so find and settle the matter for all time to come, so 
that we will have no further trouble with reference to such cases. 
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vestigation of the case as I was capable-of, that I believe there never 
was a fairer case offered for the adjudication of this House, and I trust 
that no technical objections will be interposed here to induce the House 
to vote against submitting the question to this court for adjudication. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I demand the previous question upon the motion. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Let me ask, first, whether there is any report 
from the commissioners of the District of Columbia upon the bill ? 

Mr. DUNN. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering the previous question 
on the motion of the gentleman from Georgia to recommit the bill. 

The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 70, noes 0. 

So the previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken on the motion to recommit to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, the House divided; and there were —ayes 66, noes 
63. : 

Mr. GALLINGER. I demand tellers. 

Mr. REAGAN. lI ask the yeas and nays at once. 

Mr. DUNN. [I hope the gentleman will not call for the yeas and 
nays on this motion, but, if necessary, take it on the passage of the bill 
if this motion shall fail. I want to save this day, if possible, for the 
Committee on Shipping. 

Mr. REAGAN. I withdraw the demand. 

Mr. DUNHAM. In order to save time { make the point that no 
quorum has voted. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order being made that no quorum has 
voted, the Chair will order tellers. 

Mr. GALLINGER and Mr. BLOUNT were appointed tellers. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 82, noes 83. 

So the motion to recommit was not agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the third reading of the bill, the House 


| divided; and there were—ayeg,58, noes 51. 


So the bill was ordered to Bé read a third time. 

Mr. PERKINS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it 

Mr. PERKINS. Isa motion to amend in order at this time? 

The SPEAKER. It would have been before the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed and read the third time; but it can only be done now by 
either a reconsideration of the vote just taken, or unanimous consent. 

Mr. PERKINS. I ask unanimous consent that a motion be allowed 
to strike out after the word ‘‘employés’’ down to and including the 
word ‘‘or,’’ in line 10. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I object to a motion to amend. 

Mr. PERKINS. Then I move torecpmmit with instructions. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Iask the previous question upon the passage 
of the bill. 

TheSPEAKER. But the gentleman from Kansas moves to recommit 
with instructions. The instructions will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “ employés,”’ in line 8,down to and including the 
word “ or.” in line 10, as follows: *' By reason of the said District of Columbia, or 
its agents, servants, oremployés having changed the grade of New Hampshire 
avenue between Sixteenth arred Seventeenth streets, or.’’ 

Mr. PERKINS. This will take from the Court of Claims jurisdic- 
tion over the question of damages resulting from the change of grade. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Court of Claims is already competent to 
settle that question. 

Mr. PERKINS. But this will take from them the question involved 
in the change of grade. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Is it in order to move to lay the bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. This is a Senate bill and the House never lays a 
Senate bill upon the table, but always acts upon it in such a way as to 
send the bill back to the Senate after such action as the House may 
have taken upon it. 

Mr. PERKINS. I understand now that the gentleman from New 
Hampshire is willing to accept the amendment; and, if so, I will not in- 
sist upon the motion to recommit. 

TheSPEAKER. Isthereobjection tothe consideration of the amend- 
mentat this time proposed by the gentleman from Kansas as an instruc- 
tion to the Committee on Claims? 

Mr. BLOUNT. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Thenthe question recurs on the motion to recom- 
mit with instructions. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 71, noes 54. 

So the motion to recommit was agreed to. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I regret having taken so much time of the 
House, and will make no further opposition. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. DUNN. i move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of taking up the 
special order fixed for to-day. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Crisp in the chair. 

FREE SHIPS. 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The House is in Committee of the Whole for the 
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purpose of considering the bill the title of which the Clerk will re- 
port. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (A. R. 7219) to amend sections 4132 and 2513 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States so as to authorize the purchase of foreign-built ships by citi- 
zens of the United States and to permit the same to be registered as vessels of 
the United States, and to admit certain matcrials to be used in the construction 
of vessels free of duty. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Chairman, this I believe is the first time in the 
history of our legislation when a bill has been brought before this House 
directly proposing to repeal, amend, and change our shipping laws in 
regard to the registration of American vessels since the passage of the 
original shipping act in 1792. I fully realize and appreciate the im- 
portance and character of the change proposed to be made. I reslize 
and understand fully the urgent, earnest, and determined opposition 
that has always been and always will be made to such a change of our 
shipping laws. 

The bill reported by the committee was matured after deliberate con- 
sideration and discussion by a majority of the committee. Under the 
existing laws regulating our shipping interests no vessel can be regis- 
tered as a vessel of the United States unless it was built within the 
United States or was captured in war by citizens of the United States 
and lawfully condemned as prize, or which may have been adjudged to 
have been forfeited for breach of the laws of the United States, and 
which in each case shall belong wholly to citizens of the United States 
or to a company incorporated by the United States or a State or Terri- 
tory thereof. 

The bill reported by the committee amends section 4132 of the Re- 
vised Statutes so that it shall read as follows: 

Src. 4132. All vessels owned wholly by citizens of the United States, or by a 
conmipany incorporated by the laws of the United States, or of any State or Ter- 
ritory thereof, may be registered as directed in this title; and it shall hereafter 
be lawful for all cltizens of the United Stateo buy vessels built in whole or in 
part in any foreign country, import them free of duty orother charges, and have 
them registered as vessels of the United States ; and when so registcred such ves- 
sels so bought shall be entitled to all the rights and subjected only to the same 
regulations as are now provided by law forthe governmentand management of 
vessels built wholly within the United States and owned and controlled by citi- 
zens thereof. 

Under existing laws imposing import duties taxes ranging from 18 
to 69 per cent. ad valorem are imposed on the chief articles of imported 
materials used in the construction of vessels engaged in the foreign and 
coast wise trades, subject to the modifications contained in section 2513 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States, providing for certain re- 
bates on imported materials used in the construction of vessels for the 
foreign trade. The bill reported by the committee amends that sec- 
tion so as to make it read as follows: 

Sxc, 2513. All or any part of the materials, whether wood, steel, or iron, cop- 

rT, yellow-metal, bolts, spikes, sheathing, trenails, canvas for sails, whether 

or cotton, rigging and cordage, whether hemp, manila-hemp, or iron wire, 


anchors and cables, iron plates, ae. and forgings, angle-irons, beams, 
et rds, rivets, bolts, nuts, screws, boiler plates and tubes, and all other 
ma 


ls which may be necessary for the construction and equipment in whole 
or in of vessels to be built and furnished in the United States after the Ist 
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retary of the Treasury may prescribe; 0 proof materia 
have been used for ouch pungees no duties shall be collected or paid thereon. 

This radical and positive change in the shipping laws, Mr. Chairman, 
proposes to bring this Government directly abreast with the leading 
commercial and maritime powers in the and to advance its policy 
to that position and to that basis which was assumed more than a quar- 
ter of a century ago by all the maritime powers of the world, and which 
alone has been conceived necessary to make possible not only a revival, 
but a maintenance, of our equal and fair participation in the foreign 
and carrying trade of the world. We are now practically excluded. 
The following tables, taken from the rt of the majority ef the com- 
mittee, exhibit fairly our present condition. We have come to this 
condition under a protective policy. ; 

The following table and statement show how fatal was this blight, 
and how completely we have lost our carrying trade. It is taken from 
the minority report of the joint select committee of the Senate and 
House to the Forty-seventh Congress: 

OUB MARINE DEGRADATION. 


In conclusion, it is certain that the prominent feature of this country is, or 
was before bad counsels ruled, our marine. The are still ours. The 
waters are ours. The coast is still ours. Lumber and timber we have. Iron 
we have in abundance. Steel, by the refinement of science and the Bessemer 

rocess, has been cheapened, and would be still anes were not protection its 
Fatality. Our shipping and our commerce in our ier 


home, our pride Nowwhatare they? T 


abroad. No he percentages 
imports carried in the vessels of the United States from 1855 to 1882 dem: 
They are as follows: 





~ American vessels transported during the fiscal year 1881 16.2 per cent. ; foreign 





vessels 83.8 per cent. These figures show more than useless rhetoric the 4, g- 
radation of this once proud and profitable employment. 


The following table, from the report of the majority of that comm)j:. 
tee, is more complete and yet stronger: 


The following figures for each semi-decennial year sinee 1240 will present a; 
a glance the facts relating to the past and present condition of Americar «<}, D- 
ping: 


| 
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762,838 | 2,176,604 $231, 227, 465 82.9 17.1 
904,476 | 1, 223;218 231, 901, 170 81.7 18,3 
1,439,694 | 1,797,825 330, 037, 088 72.5 17.5 
2,348,358 | 2,543,255 536, 625, 366 75.6 14.4 
2, 379,396 | 2,644, 867 762, 288, 550 66.5 33.5 
1,518,350 | 3,381,522 04, 412, 996 27.7 62.3 
1,448,846 | 2,638, 247 991, 896, 889 35.6 64.4 
1,515,598 | 3,219,698 | 1,219, 434,544 25.8 74.2 
1,314,402 | 2,687,686 | 1,613,770, 633 17.4 82.6 
1,297,085 | 2,646,011 | 1,675,024,318 16.0 SM, 
2, 873,638 | 1,567,071, 700 15.5 84.5 


It is a remarkable thing that this great Government, which has ac. 
complished so much in so short a time in human progress and develop- 
ment, in the accumulation of wealth, and the establishment of power, 
should be the only civilized government remaining on the face of the 
earth which has seen proper to adhere to the old restrictive policy ofa 
century ago. It may be well to advert to that policy to show the exist- 
ing conditions at that time, their changes since, and the modifications 
of the policies and legislation of the civilized and maritime powers of 
the earth. When our shipping act of 1792 became a law all the goy- 
ernments of the world were yet under the influence of the old restrict- 
ive, prohibitive policy of the seventeenth century, a policy which grew 
up and sprang out of a perpetual and almost never-ending system of 
European wars. This continent had not developed power. It had no 
considerable population. The existing conditions then involved noth- 
ing except the European system of politics with this system of never- 
ending and successive wars, and the struggle for power, and the estab- 
lishment of a balance of power on the European continent. 

The shipping act of England of 1650 and subsequent acts during the 
eigtheenth century were the product of a war policy rather than of a 
commercial policy. That government led then in restrictive and pro- 
hibitive measures, and England, unlike our prohibitionists and pro- 
tectionists in this country, went direct to the vitals of the subject and 
did not mince matters. They met the question fairly and boldly, and 
absolutely prohibited competition by prohibitory and restrictive meas- 
ures. Her shipping laws prohibited, in the first place, all commerce 
whatever by other countries with her colonies. 

Mr. McMILLIN. [rise to a question of order. I ask that order 
may be preserved in the House so that we may have an opportunity of 
listening to the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Dunn]. 

Mr. DUNN. My remarks will be printed, and the conversations of 
the gentlemen who are making this interruption will not; so I will be 
content. I would beglad, of course, to have the attention of the House, 
and I will _to the chairman to do what he may to give me that 
attention. I do not say anything interesting, I may read something 
interesting before I quit. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. On the question of order I desire to say that 
while the gentleman from Arkansas is content to speak we have a rig) 
to hear, and upon that right I insist. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will cometo order. Gentlemen 
who desire to converse will retire to the cloak-room. 

Mr.DUNN. That old shipping act of England prohibited al! inter- 
course with her colonies and plantations absolutely; and that was one 
of the great factors which produced the discontent that led to the war 
by the colonies on this continent for ence. Those laws also 
imposed numerous other restrictions, burdens, and charges upon the 
shipping of foreign countries. Goods were not tted to be im- 
ported unless brought in British vessels or the vessels of the country 
where produced, &, All other maritime céuntries in the world re- 
taliated u England by enacting similar legislation. The lex (alionis 
became rule of thatera. That period of protection and of pro- 
hibitory war measures resembled very much the struggle we have had 
for the last half century in this Government for the maintenance 0! 4 
protective tariff being bold, undisguised, and certain to 
every intent, while this is sinister, insidious, and under the false pre- 
tense of taxation for fiscal needs of the Government. 

It was contended that it was necessary in order to maintain the naval 
and military powerof England. It was contended that it was necess:'y 
to preserve and perpetuate the English commerce and the English carry 
ing trade, and they adhered to it for nearly two h and fifty 
years. That resulted, as I have said, in retaliatory measures by 0!! 
the other governments. They enacted similar laws, prohibiting the 
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importation of anything unless it was brought in their own vessels or 

the vessels of the countries from which the imported goods might 

come. The logical consequence of that long-continued contest was, 

of course, general obstruction of commerce throughout the civilized 
rid. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Are you speaking of the effect of 

the act of 1751? 

Mr. DUNN. Iam speaking of the act of 1650 and subsequent simi- 
lar acts—that whole policy—the old shipping laws of England. 

The example of England was followed by the other nations, and the 
necessary result was eral obstruction of intercourse and commerce 
throughout the world, so much so, that somebody had to quit it, and 
England wisely took the lead in abandoning that policy of restriction 
and obstruction. Mr. Huskisson, the president of the English board 
of tradeunder Lord Liverpool’s administration, between 1819 and 1825, 
brought the existing condition of obstruction to the attention of Par- 
liament, and said in substance: ‘‘ We are assailed and confronted on all 
sides by these retaliatory and countervailing measures.’’ The Prus- 
sian minister has said: ‘‘ Prussia has not exceeded the restrictions im- 
posed by England, but she will equal them and go further.”’ In this 
condition of things Mr. Huskisson asked, What is left for England to 
do but to take the lead in a more liberal policy, in the abandonment of 
the restrictive policy which has led to this condition of obstruction 
thro t the world? And the reciprocity laws of 1822, 1823, 1825, 
“Te Paulick protection! hed Parl h tl 

The i onists rushed frantically to Parliament with their 
private and individual grievances. Mr. Huskisson and the English 
ministry were presenting a great national policy, which was necessary 
for the general of England and of the commerce of the whole world. 
The came forward with pleas of private interests in op- 
position to the general interest and the general good. The ship-owners 
said: “‘Our business of freighting wil! fall off if you admit the vessels 
of the balance of the world to compete with us.’’ The ship-builders 
said: “‘Our business of building ships will go down if you allow ships 
to be bought elsewhere in the world and admit them to registration.” 
But to these pleas of individual and private business interests that 
ministry of statesmen wisely opposed the argument of the general good, 
and laws were passed by which reciprocity was established and com- 
meree was unfettered everywhere. The colonies had previously re- 
volted inst the policy which denied them commercial intercourse 
with the balance of the world. American liberty had been established. 
A new and now powerful nation had been born and had taken its 

place in the family of nations. England learned a lesson from the ob- 
structions and revolts which her previous policy had created and pro- 
voked. Then succeeded the era of protective tariffs, prohibition upon 
the use by their citizens of any ships except those built in their own 
ship- prohibition of cipation in the coastwise and internal 
trade of the several countries, especially the coastwise trade. 
adhered to that much of the restrictive policy for a while, but 
twenty-five more of tariff protection and of modified restriction 
taught her lesson which begot the total abolition of the shipping 
and tariff laws by the enactments of 1848, 1850, and 1855, when she 
and all her her coastwise trade included, 
Sanne oom of the ae ee Ship-building, ship- 
0 i commerce, everything was declared free, in open 
“aapaiitian with all other countries. No other nation went so - 
But let me go back now and bring up another fact of history. When 
enacted hershipping lawsof 1651 and subsequently, the Dutch 
the supremacy in the carrying tradeof the world. How had Hol- 
land obtained thatsupremacy? And here isa valuable historical lesson. 
The only two instances in which any nation has ever — a complete 
su in the commerce and carrying trade of the world over all 
hina that of Holland, under a free trade and free commercial sys- 
tem at that early day, and England to-day, under her laws enacted from 
1846 to 1855. No nation ever went to the front in the world’s com- 
merce and carrying trade except under conditions of unrestricted trade, 
free commerce, free ships, free ship-building, and without subsidies, ab- 
solutely without subsidies; and history shows no evidence of anything 
to thecontrary. England’slaw of 1651 was the offspring of her jealousy 
of and was enacted to strike down the supremacy of Holland, 
as you on that side of the House now ask us to tighten the 
bands of restriction and protection in order to strike down England’s 
has gt oy deplorable condition in that behalf 
1792, from that day all the way down to the 








ree. we have adhered to a policy of restriction, of prohibition. 
¢ have denied to our people the privilege to purchase cheap ships. 
We competed successfully with and the leading commercial 


nations of the earth only when we could build ships cheaper than they 


Upto that time and under that policy we had to the rank of the sec- 
trade; England abolished her 


y? Because wecould build and 
and could, Thatwasall. En- 
for more protection, for more prohibition; she did not 
















































enact new tariff laws, but abolished existing prohibitions. She set her 
commerce and her ship-yards free. She told her people to rely upon 
their courage, their pluck, their national pride. She unfettered her 
merchants. She put upon them the law of necessity. Necessity is not 
alone ‘‘ the mother of invention;’’ it isthe mother of the world’s suc- 
cess, the world’s advancement in progress, in civilization, in wealth, in 
development, in all that constitutes national greatness. This brought 
the nations down to competition conducted upon that principle. 


Who has ever met England with free ships and free trade? We are 


told that England can not be competed with because wages are lower 
in England than in the United States. We are not the only competi- 
tors England has in the world. All Europe competes with England. 
Wages are lower on the continent by 40 per cent., if statistics are to be 


lieved, than they are in England; yet England holds her supremacy. 
Now, I may be told that England, with the old shipping act of 1651, 


struck down Dutch supremacy; that thereby she took the lead of Hol- 
land. That is not true. The historian of German commerce says 
that Holland’s commerce and supremacy in the carrying trade were not 
overcome by the English shipping laws, but by the funding acts and the 
excessive and oppressive taxation imposed after the treaties of Ryswick 
and Utrecht and Aix la Chapelle, which settled the peace of Europe 
and left a great debt upon those nations. It was the outrageous fund- 
ing laws and the excessive taxation imposed in consequence of those 


war debts which struck down Dutch supremacy in the commerce and 


carrying trade of the world. Her people were so taxed, all the neces- 
saries of life were made so expensive, all her industries were so loaded 
with taxes, that she was not able longer to fight the battle of compe- 
tition with the more liberal policy of other nations which followed, 
Germany has risen from the ashes of that disaster imposed upon her by 


war and the war taxes which followed, and she has taken her stand to- 


day as one of the most powerful rivals of England, and she has attained 
this position under a system freer than that of any other nation except 
Great Britain herself. 


Now, I have seen it stated in protectionist publications that Adam 


Smith—and our protectionist friends never roll any morsel under their 
tongues with such unction as any little morsel they may get from Adam 
Smith—I have seen it stated and repeated that Adam Smith said that 
the old restrictive navigation laws of England were beneficial to her 
commerce and resulted in great good to England. Now let us see what 


Adam Smith did say. I read from page 912 of McCulloch’s Diction- 


ary of Commerce and Commercial Navigation a quotation from Adam 
Smith: 
wo . 


National animosity at that time aimed at the very same object which the most 


deliberate wisdom might have reeommended, the diminution of the naval power 
of Holland, theonly naval power which could endanger the security of England. 


He said it was as a war measure a wise blow at the naval power, not 
at the commercial power, of Holland. Weare in no war; we have not 
been for a long time; God forbid we ever should be again. Weare not 
trying to strike down the armies and navies of other nations. What 
did he say about commerce ? 

The act of navigation is not favorable to forcign commerce or to the growth 
of that opulence which can arise from it. 

It was a war measure, damaging to English commerce and to Holland’s 
naval power. 

The interest of a nation in its commercial relations to foreign nations is like 
that of a merchant with regard to the different people with whom he deals, buy- 
ing where he can buy cheapest and selling where he can sell dearest. 

Adam Smith is not the only contemporaneous historian of that period 
who recorded the same fact. Sir Roger Coke, in his treatise on trade, 
published in 1671, said that ‘‘the act, by lessening the resort of stran- 
gers to our ports, had a most injurious effect upon ourcommerce.’’ Sir 
Josiah Child, whose treatise was published in 1691, corroborated Coke’s 
statement; and Mr. Richardson, a merchant of extensive business, and 
extremely well informed, ‘‘ condemned the whole principle of the navi- 
gation act and contended that instead of increasing our shipping and 
our seamen it had diminished both.”’ 

So that the conditions existing at that time had more of military 
significance as promoting the passage of such laws than of commercial 
significance—infinitely more. This historian says further: 

To have continued that policy, it may be easily shown, in the present state of 
the world, to enforce the provisions of the act (the navigation law) would have 
been amongst the most efficient means that could have been devised for the 
destruction of our commerce. The wealth and power to which Britain has at- 
tained have now inspired other nations with the same feeling of envy and jeal- 
ousy that the wealth of Holland formerly generated in our minds. Instead of 

ig our commercial and manufacturing superiority to its true causes, that 
is, the comparative, freedom of our constitution, the absence of oppressive feu- 
dal vileges, the security of property, the fairness of our system of taxation, 
our foreign rivals contended that it had been entirely owing to our exclusive 
system; and they appealed to our example to stimulate their respective gov- 
ernments to adopt retaliatory measures, of which I have already spoken. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. What you are now reading shows 
that the point was controverted. 

Mr. DUNN. Oh, there have always existed persons who presented 
for legislative protection their private interests against the policy of all © 
the statesmen of the world who insisted on adhering to the public in- 
terest. The + difficulty has always been to push aside and keep 
out of national legislation and administration private interests and pri- 
vate enterprises alleged to be for the public good—to separate private 
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from public interests. That is the great, the sublime struggle that our 
present most excellent Chief Executive is so bravely maintaining—to 
serve the public as contradistinguished from private interests. He is 
trying to bring back this Government from asystem of private jobbery 
to the service of the public interest. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Theauthority from which you read 
attributes another cause. That is all there is of it. 

Mr. DUNN. Oh, certainly. It says other nations mistakenly and 
wrongfully assumed that British prosperity had come of prohibition, 
when in fact it had not come at all, and they had to abolish their re- 
strictive laws to get to it and make it possible. 

Now I will print tables te show that under those old restrictive meas- 
ures no government ever attained what it expected, not one. 


Account of the ships, their tonnage, and their crews, belonging to the British 
a in 1825, 1848, and 1867. 


United King- 





Colonies, | Total. 











dom and posses- 
Year. sions in Europe. atin 
Ships.| Tons. = |e Ships. ivs.| Toe Tons. poset Tons. 
a | 20,701 | 2,528,807 | 3,579 214, 875 | 24, 280 | 2,553,682 | 166,183 
1848. -| 25, 638 8, 400, 809 8, 034 651, 31 | 33,672 | 4,062,160 | 236,069 











ee ae 773 58 | 87880 5, 758, 978 | 12, 162 | 1,478,608 | 40,905 ape laaat 7,282. 671 an 344, 231 


calmeiepiematastt 














E zoves in 1867... 





It is™ Seahe, Some this statement that the number of our ships, the amount of 
their tonnage, and the number of our sailors, have all been vastly increased 


since 1825. 
The strides made by shipping during recent have placed this industry 
only subordinate to agriculture 


in advance of the iron trade the mines, an 
and railways in the capital invested. Up to ae the last two or three years 
whers, and d vidends 


~ones a were — retention —— ~ 
were to shareholders in pp rangi dea to per cent. t 
m which will prebably 


1884-'55 have been years of ression—a 
continue until toward the of the current 

The subjoined tables will show the marvelous growth of Britishshipping. In 
1830 the merchant navy under the British flag included 23,721 vessels, of 2,533,- 
000 tons ; in 1850 it had increased to 34,288 vessels, tons; in 


representing 4,233,000 
1860 the number of vessels was 29,469, representing 5,713,000 tons. By 1870 it had 
increased to 32,920 vessels, measuring 7.130.000 tons; in 1880 the vessels num- 


the British 
tons, and this tonnage is divided as f 
463, measuring 420,927 tons; of 50 tons and oa 
Say” aan ateetee to: ater 62 toms, S00, sien uaodinn Sanaa 
of upward of 9,000,000 tons, aaa already stated, 

These are extracts from the reports of our consuls. 

It has been in vain that the governments of have fought the 
battle with free England with protection. They have not had the cour- 
age to open their markets, to open their commerce, to open the carry- 
ing trade free and fight the battle with the.world. But they have, 
with a half-protective policy—more liberal than ours, however—they 
have fought the battle with England until recently France was the first 
to strike her colors and resort to subsidies. 

In 1881 the French ship-builders and the French ship-owners con- 
cluded they were not able to compete with England and other coun- 
tries, and they adopted a system of subsidies which has im upon 
the French exchequer an annual tax of many millions of ex- 
ceeding to-day annually by 20 per cent. the estimates upon which the 
acts themselves were passed—as all such measures always do. 

Now, France had increased in her tonnage and in her commerce and 
in her carrying trade prior to the enactment of that law of 1881 more 
rapidly than she has since that time. That is shown by the reports of 
the consuls, extracts from which I will print. 

Mr. Ford, Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, Department of State, 
makes this statement in Executive Document 172. 

The first nation to adopt a bounty pol and 


sailing marine was in .. In 1878 it could count a sailing 
tonnage of 882,866,and in 1880 only 641,539,a decrease of 241,327 or more 
Spas Cae ae - oS nee and rivals this 
was an unfavorable sho as sailing marine nited Kingdom had 
be demenian tie aaah per cent., that of about 7 per cent., and 
that of Germany about 10 percent. At the same time was no cause for 
alarm, as the steam ton was and the more rapid was this substi- 
steam for sail the efficient the French marine becoming, and 
the more speedily was it being in a condition to ee a oe 
oe its rivais acheny its own acammnnten, bette carrying trade 
the wor 
To reour to the 1873-80, the steam tonnage of France increased 50 per 
cent.; that of the United Pe ane) ee nae Se en 
aw ser cent., en Ss ewe ce ile France was relatively 
hind Italy, the two countries coul hardly be placed in one , where 
alone such a com would be ; for while France added tons to 


must be counted 
08 aes, more prosperous and more advanced than either Ger- 
The ‘carrying trade increased more rapidly before 1880 than after 1830, 





even allowing for the longer interval; and the German, while falling away ;,, 
the previous years, more than regained what it had lost, and increased at 
higher rate than did the French. 

Though the bounty system was intended to favor French ship-yards, it has 
had a greater effect upon foreign ship-building, and while before the pas«ag.. 
the law the greater portion of the tonnage added each year was constructed j, 
France, the relation was reversed after 1539, in which year there was great 
7 in expectation of the adoption of the law. The tonnage of easels built t 

nee, bought abroad and sold to foreigners, is shown in the followin, 











Year. 





a, 


Tons. Tons, 

39, 430 17,646 19, 848 
34, 917 17,404 27,092 
37,520} 20,001 14,722 
32, 707 15, 581 16, 148 
26, 884 12, 864 14,751 
21, 367 19,677 12, SI 
24,733 16, 809 8, 333 
12, 629 34, 201 12, «9 
20, 735 34,909 11, 44] 
56, 594 78, 612 17, 407 
35,223 | 49, 


+387 | 14, 


* The figures of Consul Dufais give a much higher tonnage. 


The bounties have succeeded in infusing life into neither ship-building nor 
ship ee. France finds it aes = one heriron vessels built in Great 
Britain and a large share of ber wooden sh oo countries. The lines of 
ships that were called into being through liberal offers of the government 

are represented as being in a state of bankru a lines that par- 
ticipate in the bounties are either paying no d nds or very small amounts 
of Franee, reflecting as they did the slight reaction which ensued 

big? 1879, ve since dulinedonden still declining in value, and the decrease cai, 
not be explained by a fall in the prices of commodities, but rather by an abso- 
lute decrease in the foreign commerce of the nation. In fact, it may be asserted 


that the bounty policy of France, intended to over a temporary depres- 
vated the situation, and has omed Laat 


sion, has aggra to be a source of mis- 
chief and not = oom. 
y: 
WORTHINGTON C. FORD, 
Chief of Bureax 
BvuREav OF STATISTICs, 
Department of State, April 7, 1836, 


Says one of the consuls in response to the circular of the State De- 
partment: 
With the decrease of the original bount greate ad tl 
a already idle, it is not likely, if the rors Seeemnaieaian, thas = 
cond te vensthaet “hone coaunatl ‘uate. ibaiiinies oon ‘s 
now is 
that the bounty is is insufficient. = _ 
Ilave we not heard that cry of insufficient protection or bounty con- 
tinuously in this country also? 
Another consul says: 
The 1 ion on the bounty question is that it has failed to b 
a condaeod has only resulted nseten pa few iri 
w ve w e trad 
oo — pom. monopolized carrying trade 
These reports dowel Mr. Chairman, the subsidies in substance have 
done this. The intention was to increase commerce, to extend 
the markets for her productions and manufactures, to increase her carry- 
They have resulted in the fermation of a few monopolics. 


ing trade. 

But these French subsidies were also for ship-building. They give sub- 
sidy not only to shi ee nee ae but to those built abroad 
and sailing under French flag—half as much for the foreign-built 


ship as the ship built in the French yards. Her experience has shown 
that hercommerce hasdwindled. There was aspasmodic impulse given 
to ship-building, and for a time to the carrying trade, but the reports of 
her consuls show that has all 

Mr. MILLIKEN. If I understand your statement, then the French 
have free ships the same as before. 

Mr. DUNN. No, sir. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I understand from what you state they give sub- 
sidies to ships built abroad under their flag. 

Mr. DUNN. Before the law of 1881 they allowed free ships and tree 
material. When they enacted the subsidy law of 1881 they repealed 
the free-material act and gave subsidy in lieu of free-ship building 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I understood you to say they gave a subsidy not 
only to ships built at home but to built abroad. 

Built abroad and registered as French vesse]s—so they 
do. 


Mr. MILLIKEN. Yes, built abroad and registered. 
ae DUNN. Doubleas much to the home-built ship as to the forei<0- 
ee: ae ill they register the foreign-built ship all the same. 
IKEN. That is a free ship? 
Mr. DUNN. Oh, yes; but they do not admit free ship-building ma- 


terial. They allow them to be purchased abroad, but they repealed the 
law for free shi material. 


Mr. MILLIKEN. They allow forei to come in free. 
Mr. DUNN. Yes. The free-ship law gave more pene 
to French commerce and the carrying trade than 

1881 hasdone. That is true. 


Mr. MILLIKEN. I do not wish to interrupt the gentleman from 
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,rkonsas, but I do wish to get this point clear. I understand the 
French admit free ships as before, and that the only difference now is 
they give a subsidy and admit free raw material. 

Mr. DUNN. No, they do not admit freeraw material; they repealed 

at law. 

On r. MILLIKEN. The only change is they now pay a subsidy. 

Mr. DUNN. They pay a subsidy in lieu of the free-material clause 
of the law, which was repealed. 1 sincerely hope the gentleman now 
understands it. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Let me ask the gentleman from Arkansas whether 
the French do not also give a double navigation bounty. Do they not 
only give a subsidy but a double navigation bounty ? 

Mr. DUNN. They do, and. that doubles the force of my argument 
that, notwithstanding that double bounty, French commerce and nav- 
igation are to-day prostrate. ‘ 

Mr. DINGLEY. Is that not true of all commerce ? 

Mr. DUNN. No; it isnot true of thecommerceof England. There 
js dullness in trade, reduction of freights and rates, but no bankruptcy, 
asin France and Italy. ‘They are not asprosperous in England as they 
were heretofore. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Do not English ship-owners complain that they 
are making no money ? 

Mr. DUNN. Yes; but the French ship-owners are bankrupt, the 
Italians are bankrupt; bankruptcy stalks abroad everywhere through- 
out Europe. The truth of the matter is that the subsidy policies ot 
Europe and this country have produced their legitimate results. 

Excess of protection has overstimulated and brought into existence 
more tonnage than the commerce of the world can employ. The in- 
dustries of the world are suffering from dullness of trade, as a general 
rule. They have brought stagnation; they have enervated the ener- 
gies of their people and brought the consequent result—stagnation; 
and to-day there is not a seaport on the face of this earth that has not 
its fleet of vessels, both sail and steam, anchored out to wait for the re- 
turning tide of prosperity; waiting for employment, waiting for busi- 
ness; and to-day freights are lower in the world than they have ever 
been in the world’s history at any preceding time. This country is 
the gainer just now from this condition of things. Under the bounty 
system other governments are taxing their people to enable them to give 
us a of the lowest possible rates of freight for what we buy 
and sell. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Whatsubsidies does the gentleman refer to upon 
ships built in this country ? 

Mr. DUNN. That incidental bounty which comes from prohibiting 
our people from purchasing cheap ships elsewhere; the monopoly that 
covers the coasting trade. No man can enter the coasting trade of this 
country unless he buysan American-built shipand at the pricedemanded 
by the builder. Itisthator i And so also of the foreign trade. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. But the coasting trade is prosperous, very pros- 
perous, under the present conditions of trade. 

Mr. DUNN. Yes; itisamonopoly. Itis prospering at the expense 
of every private interest engaged outside of it and at the expense of the 


general ity of the country. 
Mr. MILLIKEN. But the gentleman’s argument would imply that 


that also should be depressed, whereas it is prosperous all the time. 
Mr. DUNN. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Maine, like many 
others in this country, is in favor of seizing upon the results of unjust 
restrictive laws as long as they will the shi ilder on the 
—s Maine, oe everybody else should suffer. I have nodoubt 
Mr. BUCHANAN. May Task the gentleman a question? 
JUN I can not yield for further interruptions. 
IKEN. I desire to say in reply to the gentleman, since 
red to me, that 1 am ready to protect an industry in Ar- 
kansas or anywhere else if it is for the benefit of the people of this 


= % eet oe to yield a acolloquy. It is of course 
easy a log-rolling system to plunder the tax-paying people. 
These would have done well to have studied ‘the lessons 
of Webster a long time ago. I want the distinguished gentle- 
men here to remember that every demand for protection, under 
the of the taxing laws of this country, is made for the pur- 
pose of promoting private and not public interests. 
Daniel Webster animadverted upon this a long time ago. He said: 
It isa fundamental axiom, it is interwoven wi i 
great interests of the cduntry are united —_ ee ~, — 


merce and manufactures or ik together, and that 
all legislation welds aoe to benefit one of these without look- 


proposes 
ing to the which may fall on the others. Gentlemen tell us they 
are in favor of domestic industry. They would give it protection 
80 would I; Piieaskitiets tutamte. ~ 
And I will add that it is not confined to shipping or ship-building. 






The of , commerce, all branche: 
of ienahieatieplemeemas geminaensied ona 
nuine the question is new duties shall be laid for 
rensonatte tens ‘sak ilcnastf both whether the new encourage- 
ment be necessary and whether it can be given without to other branches 
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of indusiry. Sir, the general sense of this age with one current is in favor of 
promoting commercial intercourse and unrestrained individual action. Men 
yield up their opinions of monopoly and restriction as they yield up their prej- 
udices, slowlyand reluctantly, but they can not withstand the general tide of 
opinion. 


And I add they can not withstand the general tide of necessity, of 


the necessities of the public in all of the industries of this country. 


Italy followed the example of France, and navigation and commerce 


are bankrupt and on crutches in Italy as well asin France. Germany 
alone has sought to fight the battle. Lut Germany became a convert 
to the colonial doctrine of new acquisitions over the world. Germany 
has also resorted to subsidies. With Germany it is an untried exper- 
iment, and its results as yet unseen. 


Now, I said before that this wholesale policy, this trepidation which 


has seized upon Europe and which has always possessed this country as 
to the supremacy of England, has begotten and brought to pass the old 
struggle which started in 1651, modified or somewhat assimilated to the 
existing conditions of to-day. That wasa period of almost perpetual, 
flagrant war in the struggle for the balance of power in Europe. This 
is an era when the civilized sentiment of the world will not permit 
wars tobe made recklessly. It is a game that princes are not permitted 
to play at for mere sport or greater glory. The peace of the world isa 
subject of consideration with the world to-day, and the great powers 
will no longer permit wars to be recklessly declared. We saw theother 
day the little power of Greece arming herself, hot and reckless, and the 
king driven, by a public and apparently patriotic frenzy, against his 
better judgment to declare war. But the powers of Europe said to 
Greece, ‘‘ You can not disturb the peace of Europe and possibly of the 
world,’’ and her armed forces and her ships of war were not permitted 
to depart from her shores. 


You can not make navigation laws to-day for war purposes. The 


necessities of mankind forbid it; the peace of the world forbids it; the 
interests of the nation forbid it. Therefore the reverse policy is re- 
sorted to, and nations are invited not so much to prohibit and restrict 
as to tax their people, to take out the money from the vaults of their 
treasuries and put it into these private enterprises. National powers 
are invited to lay their hand, in the exercise of that mest dangerous of 
all powers granted to government, the taxing power—they are invited 
to lay their hand upon the property of the great mass of their people 
who pay the taxes, while with the other hand they bestow this money 
and this wealth taken from the tax-payer upon private corporations 
and associations of wealth to build up their private enterprises and to 
increase their private fortunes. 


That policy adopted by one nation has stricken terror in other nations, 


and legislative assemblies and cabinet ministries and rulers are driven 


by the clamor of private interests crying out, ‘‘ Help me, or I sink!’ 
All are driven before that cry and that clamor, except that srandest 
and sturdiest of all the powers of this earth—save our own, | hope— 
England. Confident in a knowledge of her ability to pursue a policy 
that is for the best interests of the nation, she turns a deaf ear to private 
interests. All other nations of consequence, or the most. of them, have 
succumbed tothatcry. France first; hereffort hasfailed. Italy next; 
hers is a state of failure. Germany; an untried problem. One single 
argument advanced in the German Reichstag is worthy ef consideration 
and determined that government to adopt this policy. That was the 
fact that China was now entering upon a great system of railroad con- 
straction which would pour out upon the seacoast of China the vast 
product of her hundreds of millions of population and give it to the 
commerce of the world. Germany therefore has said: ‘‘ We are will- 
ing to give these millions for a chance at that trade.’’ England stands 
sturdy and confident and says: ‘‘ We will fight the battle where we have 
always fought it since we learned wisdom, in a free, fair fight on iree 
seas, free commerce, and free navigation.’’ 

Mr. JONES, of Texas. And free ships. 

Mr. DUNN. Yes, free ships. Therefore that contest becomes what 
the original restrictive contest was, one of rivalry among the powers. 
Then the question was who could prohibit the most, who could inflict 
the most damage upon his neighbor, who could strike down more of 
his neighbor’s commerce than his neighbor could of his. 

The lez talionis was the law of that day; now the question is who can 
give the most of the people’s money. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. McMILLIN was recognized, and said: I yield to the gentleman 
from Arkansas as much of my time as he desires to use. 

Mr. DUNN. I thank my colleague on the committee for the time 
he has given me, for, though I did not expect to use so much timeas I 
have, 1 am not so far advanced in the argument as I had hoped to be 
at this stage of the discussion. 

The contest to-day is, who can give the most bounty. It is a game 
of national poker. France bids some millions; Germany sees that, and 
goes better; Italy, ont of money, had to go out of the game; and we 
are asked to see Germany and France, and yo better. There will beno 
end; that contest will be fought as the original contest was fought to 
universal obstruction of commerce. This contest, if entered upon by 
ali the nations, will be fought to universal bankruptcy of the tax-payers 
of the nations. We shall have a bouuty-gatherer strapped upen the 
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back of every tax-payer upon this continent and the other continents 
of the world to be carried through life. That policy must fail. The 
Secretary of State recognized the importance of the inauguration of 
this policy on the part of the continental governments of Europe, and 
called the attention of our consuls to it. Here is the réport, showing 
that it has produced, as I have before stated, an abnormal stimulus of 
production of ships and navigation until the world is overstocked, and 
we are becoming the chief beneficiaries of this competition carried on 
at the expense of the tax-payers of those governments. 

Let me tell you another thing. There has been another change go- 
ing on during the last thirty years. Thirty years ago the world found 
out that ships could be run across the seas with steam and could be built 
of iron. America, unfortunately being in the throes of agreat internecine 
struggle, was not able to enter that contest at the beginning with the 
other powers of the earth and they have distanced us. When we came 
out of that struggle if we had come out with freedom then to enter the 
contest we should have been far advanced in the race to-day, because 
American enterprise, American ingenuity, and American skill have 
never been outstripped in the world inany contest that they deliberately 
entered upon. All we lacked has been the courage to enter upon it. 
We have stood upon the shores of the stream, shivering, hesitating, 
doubting, with our protectionist friends standing in the way shaking 
their old well-worn scarecrow of foreign ‘‘pauper labor’’ in our face 
and telling us death stands before us if we go there. ‘Their touch has 
been death in everything thus far to the interests of this nation. They 
clamor for alms at the door of the house they have robbed of its just 
share of the world’s wealth. 

The change from sail to steam has, because of one consideration which 
has not been taken into general account, overstocked the world with 
tonnage. One ton of steam-power in navigation is equal to three under 
sail. When Italy became alarmed at the decay and decline of her ton- 
nage under sail her alarm was unnecessary. I will print an extract to 
show that although her tonnage under sail had diminished her tonnage 
under steam had increased, and hence was multiplied threefold. It 
shows at the end of that decade which alarmed her a general gain of 
more than 40,(100 tons in effective capacity. Italy supposed that her 
navigation and carrying trade were gone, when in truth she had 40,000 
= more than she had at the beginning of that supposed period of de- 

ence. 

| All the nations of the world have gained in steamships more than the 
United States. They have multiplied their tonnage converted from 
sail to steam by three. We have not. Why? Because we were not 
permitted to buy ships and because we could not build them on terms 
that anybody would or could accept. Everybody ought to know that 
railways, steamships, telegraphs, modern inventions and developments 
which have annihilated time and distance, which have belted the whole 
earth with lines of communication and transportation, have brought the 
peoples of the world face to face with each other. We have had the 
ghost of the ‘‘ pauper labor’’ of the balance of the world shaken before 
us like the ghost of Banquo to frighten and stampede us. We have 
been told that we must protect American labor against the ‘‘ pauper 
labor ’’ of the rest of the world by restrictive legislation, prohibitive and 
protective tariffs. 

If my voice can reach my countrymen, let me say to them that the 
days of protection have passed. You can not protect any longer. You 
are face to face, American laborer, with the laborers of the whole world. 
Your home market is insufficient. Destroy our commerce with ether 
nations, strike down our ex by high taxation, making exports im- 
possible, and perhaps one-fifth, at least more than 10 per cent., prob- 
ably 20 per cent., of the present em t for American labor ceases 
to exist. The surplus production falls like a blight upon that which 
is needed, reducing and destroying its value, striking down enterprise, 
striking down industry, striking down commerce and all remunerative 
employment, and turning loose upon our country a mass of unemployed, 
dissatisfied, starving, and desperate labor, which will bear in one hand 
a torch and in the other asword. That theory, that commercial pol- 
icy, hangs over this country and over the labor of this country like a 
Damoclean sword. The wheat producer of the Northwest is standing 
face to face with the wheat producer of India. and the Indian 
Government have built already more than 10,000 miles of railway in 
India. They are building 500 miles and more as. 

A few years ago India shipped 40,000 bushels of w ; last yearshe 
put into the markets of consumption more than 40,000,000 Gaete 
Can you protect the Northwestern wheat-grower against that labor? I 
said, in a little debate which sprang up here unexpectedly the other 
day on the patent and tariff laws, that India could put wheat down in 
the markets of consumption in Eu cheaper than we can transport 
it from the fields of production to the markets of consumption. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. nak I ask the gentleman a question ? 

Mr. DUNN. Oh, I read you an authority on that point. 

LLIKEN. May I ask the gentleman what remedy he sug- 


necessaries of making cheaper production. 

cadet beiennen Reduce 
taxation, that canker-worm that is boring with fatal effect at the root of 
the tree of our national prosperity. 
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But to return to my mutton—wheat in India. 

Mr. Chairman, I read an extract from aconsular report of June. 12s- 

The area of wheat lands in India is 26,000,000 acres under production, 7), 
cost of production in India is from 8 to 9 cents per bushel. — 

In Dakota the cost is 18 to 19 cents a bushel; and that is the miy;. 
mum on this continent. J 

The cost of transportation by the Suez Canal from Bombay to Europe jc, 
cents per bushel. os 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman be good enough now to ¢:;, 
us the price of labor in India and the price of labor in Dakota’ , 

Mr. DUNN. Oh, yes; the price of labor in India is away down: gy 
that is why wheat does not cost more than 8 or9 cents a bushe!. jj); 
that is the fact which you have got to confront; you are face to fie» 
with it. Youcan not fencethe productsof India outof Europe. They 
are there; and you can not keep them from gettingthere. You can key 
them away from here; but our own product here is more than we eap 
consume, and the ‘‘paupers’’ of India are taking away the market fy; 
our surplus. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Does the gentleman desire to reduce the price of 
labor in Dakota to what it isin India? That is the only question. 

Mr. DUNN. Oh, no. But whatever the price may be in India, ye 
have got to face it. The gentleman did not attend to what I said. | 
said you could no longer protect against competition. You are face to 
face with it. The nations of the world stand commercially face to face 
with each other. The commerce of the world is brought together ang 
intermingled. Statesmen mustrecognize that fact. Wecan not longer 
delude ourselves with the idea that we can fence these thingsout. The 
manufacturers of Egrope are in our market and all the markets of the 
world. Our market is glutted with manufactures, glutted with agri- 
cultural productions and every other class of productions. The de. 
mand of the hour is for a market—a place in which tosell. Our capae- 
ity for production is indefinite. The only question with us is, where 
are we going to sell? How much can wesell, and how shall we secure 
a market for our productions? By increasing the cost of production’? 
Is that logical? Shall we go on increasing the cost of production and 
of t rtation, and at the same time expect to enter the race and 
fight the battle in the world’s trade and commerce and business’ \\; 
can not do it. We are beaten in the race before we start. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Will the gentleman allow me a question ? 

Mr. DUNN. Yes, sir; I yield for a question. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The statement the gentleman just read slows, | 
believe, that the cost of raising wheat in India is about 8 cents a }ushel. 

Mr. DUNN. Eight to 9 cents, and transportation from Bombay to 
Europe 4} cents. 

Mr. DUNHAM. And the gentleman says the cost of raising 2 bushel 
of wheat in Dakota is about 18 cents? 

Mr. DUNN. Eighteen to 19 cents; and that is the minimum on this 
continent. . 

Mr. DUNHAM. The difference being about 10 cents. 

Mr. DUNN. The cost of the production and transportation of Inds 
wheat is from 6 to 8 cents below the cost of production here, and about 
as far below the cost of transporting it across the sea to Europe. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The question I want to ask is this: Supposing that 
in India the cost of raising a bushel of wheat is 8 cents and in [Dakota 
18 cents, what has that to do with the question of free ships” 

Mr. DUNN. Why, does not my friend understand—— 

Mr. DUNHAM. I am not taking into account the transportation 


question. 

Mr. DUNN. I suppose I shall have to treat the gentleman's ques- 

tion seriously out of respect for him, because I have the highest re- 

for him. Does not the gentleman and the whole world understand 

what we want is to reduce the cost of production and the cost o! 

transportation to the markets of consumption from the fields of pro- 
duction? We must do that or we can not sell. 

Mr. DUNHAM. That I concede. 

Mr. DUNN. | We must produce at a minimum; we must transport 
ata minimum. To dothis, we must have the cheapest ships the world 
can give us. We have been driven from the commerce of the seas, 
from the carrying of our own commerce, by a policy which denied to 
a ships as cheap as their competitors in all other countries 
of the world have. We are not only driven from the carrying trace, 
but, as shown by figures which I shall publish, we are driven {rom the 
markets of the world by this same policy and in the same way. _ 
aa Seen Now, — the a freight on wheat from 7 W 

to Liverpool as they have been for two or three years past, wea‘ 
ing transported 


being sometimes as ballast and from that up to 3 cents 4 
bushel, do expect that free ships can make the rates lower’ 
Mr. D . And from your city of Chicago to New York 1° to |4 


cents a bushel. Take that into account, please. 

Mr. DUNHAM. When was 12 to 14 cents a bushel paid? 

Mr. DUNN. The last quotations I saw were 11} cents for all-watet 
water and rail; and 13} cents for all-rail. 
to the gentleman that last year «!! 

Chicago to New York by water ‘or 
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Mr. DUNHAM. When vessels were scarce rates were higher, of 
course. That is all. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Chairman, these are specious arguments based upon 
accidental and temporary conditions, which do not affect the general 
results as presented through the commercial statistics of the world. 
Gentlemen make a mistake in basing their statesmanship upon these 
accidental conditions which are not general, and upon the specious 
arguments of private interest which have little to do with the general 
public interests of the country and the world. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I should like to ask how free ships are going to 
make a difference in freights between Chicago and Boston ? 

Mr. DUNN. There are some lakes between Chicago and Boston upon 
which freights might be reduced. And, sir, I have already answered 
the question so thoroughly and completely it ought to satisfy all. The 
gentleman’s argument stands in fact by these specious matters. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Let me say that the present rate of freights from 
Chicago to New York is about 9 cents a bushel. Thirty days from now 
it will be 6 cents. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman can only be interrupted 
by his consent. 

Mr. DUNN. My statement made a few days ago will stand unan- 
swered, and an accidental condition of things will amount to nothing. 

Mr. DUNHAM. If you were to build ships and actually give them 
away you could not get freights lower. 

Mr. DUNN. Thatis not based upon a general comprehensive knowl- 
edge of the subject, and has nothing to do with it. 

Mr. DUNHAM. My — is based upon practical knowledge. 

Mr. DUNN. The gentleman is exceedingly courteous, but he does 
not seem to know much. I will be obliged if he will not interrupt me 
unless he can inform me. 

Mr..DUNHAM. I do not think that can be done. 

Mr. DUNN. Now, Mr. Chairman, I will read a comprehensive state- 
ment of the great field of enterprise which lies before American industry 
and American capital. As I said before, all these Eastern empires and 
countries, where the great mass of the world’s population is to be found, 
have by modern improvements and developments been brought into 
intercourse with the civilized nations of the earth, with the progressive 
and maritime nations of the earth. That field of commerce is as rich 
to-day as it was when Solomon sent one voyage there which returned 
him gold valued at $14,500,000. Augustus Cesar obtained from that 
same India and the East values in excess of values exchanged $40,- 
000,000. 

I read from the printed argument of Mr. Elmer L. Corthell, chief 
engineer of the Tehuantepec Ship Railway, before the Committee of 
Commerce of this House the following admirable and instructive group- 
ing of the populations and commercial importance of the countries ad- 
jacent to the Pacific Ocean, and to which, in my opinion, we must look 
chiefly for a market for our vast and rapidly increasing surplus prod- 
ucts: 












. 36,000,000 | Hindostan .... . 240, 000, 000 
United States 55,000,000 | Mexico..... .. 12,000,000 
JAPAN ., 00000. seseeee 35,000,000 ; Se 
CHIME seccccces vecccsessscecsreseeeres 435, 000, 000 Total population......... 813,000,000 


Not including the lations of Europeans and South American countries, 
many of whom are largely interested in the isthmian question. 

SASEaEE SER PEE abapee Gunaposiation Sa shorter lines has develone’ it 
cent. every : r on shorter lines has develo: it 
and the aunties on which it depends, It now amounts in value to about $14, 
000,000,000 annum. commerce of far Pacific countries is $2,000,000,- 
<n aud teinerenting oh the rate of 150 per cent. in five years. 

The internal commerce of the United States by railroads alone amounts to 

000,000,000 per annum, and a tonnage of 400,000,000, which, if loaded into one 
would encircle the earth seven times. We carry half as much more by 
river and lake. The commerce of the Mississippi Valley alone is $4,000,000,000. 


ures if we could reach them economically. 

The diversified trade which we have with these eastern countries is very 
small in extent, but would be important if they could be reached by a short 
maritime route. Australia exports to this country gums, tin, and wool, and im- 
ports from us locomotives, machinery, iron manufactures, household furniture, 
agricultural implements, mineral oi], barley, carriages, drugs, se wing-machines, 
linen and cotton &e. The importance of Australasia as a market for 
us is seen from following facts: 

There are in Australia alone 76,000,000 sheep, the value of whose products is 
ee ee and in Australasia, including Australia and New Zea- 

its is $100,000,000. Australasia exported in the year 1883-’84 4,400,- 
ee ee 14,863 bales were shipped to the United States from the 
port alone, of which 8,979 bales were shipped direct to Boston in 

vessels around Cape Horn; 3,315 bales went by steamer via the 
Suez and don, and the remainder via San Francisco and the transcon- 
tal railroads. This fact shows how circuitous and expensive are the routes 
by which these products reach us. 

Australasia has 8,615 miles of railroad open and in construction, built at an 
expense of $467,000,000, with 57,174 miles of telegraph. wae pepuenien in 180 
was 480,251; in 1880,2.518,712. Its imports and exports in 1850 amounted to $45,- 
i880, to  ceey omy 


z 


- 
5 


From China we import tea, silk, rice, palin-leaf, jute, hemp, and export to that 
country cotton cloth, mineral oil, &c. e trade with Hong-Kong and Japan is 
similar to that with China; some of these products reach us via the Suez Canal, 


some via San Francisco, some via Panama, and some via Cape Horn. 

In 1884 we imported from sie goods valued at $14,200,000,and from China, 
in the year, $20,460,000. m the Sandwich Islands we import brown 
pean limes, and send ame Bomane class of goods as to Astralia. prem 
Peru import soda and e export cereals, woods, mach nery, Minera 
oil; and the trade with is the same; and nearly all the traffic which goes 
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to and comes from the western coast of South America goes around Cape Horn 
to Liverpool or France on its way to us. 


The Suez Canal, which was opened in 1870, revolutionized not only the world’s 


commerce, but many of its industries, and remarkably developed India, and pro- 


moted the commerce and industries of Siam, Australia,and China, The immense 
advantage which this route has given to Europe has injured our commerce and 
industries by practically excluding us from these important markets, It has be- 
come absolutely necessary, in order to hold our rank among the nations, that we 
should reach the Eastern markets of the world quickly and economically. 

It is important to sketch briefly the history of the Suez Canal and its effect 
upon commerce. 

Its length is 100 miles; its cost was $93,000,000. It saves about 4,500 miles over 
the route around the Cape of Good Hope. The charge per ton for freight is $2.90, 
though recently reduced at the urgent request of the British ship-owners to $1.90. 
The tonnage has increased from 436,609 tons in 1870, to 5,878,323 in 1883, or a gross 
tonnage of 8,051,307. The receipts in 1883 were 68,523,340 francs, or 313,704,670. 

The cost of maintenance of the canal and working expensesduring that year 
were $2,784,869, or about 20 per cent. of the gross receipts. From 1870 to 1874the 
average receipts per annum was $2,037,376; in 1883, $13,707,67). The British bond- 
holders confidently expect in 1888 a tonnage of ten millions, The dividend in 
1883 was 17.3 per cent. The expected dividend in 1890 is 30 per cent. 

The effect of the Suez Canal upon the cereal products and exports of India may 


| be seen by the following facts: 


In 1878-79 India exported to Europe 4,098,360 bushels of wheat. In 1880-’SI, 
13,896,166 bushels ; and in 1881-’82, 37,078,570 bushels. The area of wheat landsis 
26,000,000 acres. The cost of production in India is from 8 to 9cents per bushel, 
whereas in Dakota it is from 18 to 19 cents. The cost of transportation by the 
Suez Canal from Bombay to Europe is 4} cents per bushel. (See consular re- 
port, June, 1885.) It has been the policy of the British Government to develop 
India by all possible means. In 1883 there were in operation in India 10,317 
miles of railroad, with 2,333 miles under construction, at a total cost of $686,- 
176,500. The Indian Government builds each year about 500 miles of railway. 

The following is from the consular report of February, 1885: 

“The Indian wheat trade has developed rapidly during the past ten or twelvo 
years, and this surpr'sing increase has been the result of the direct advantages 
which the Suez Canal provided in the way of quick and cheap freights from 
India.”’ Previous to the opening of the Suez Canal a voyage of four months 
around the Cape of Good Hope in sailing vessels, or by steamers, was necessary 
to reach the Liverpool markets, and the wheat was often damaged by the heat. 
From 1873 to 1882 the wheat trade with Europe increased from about 15,000 tons 
to 3,000,000 tons. ‘This enormous increase in nine years has arisen from the 
increased price which new railroadsand cheap freights to England have secured 
for the wheat-growers of India.” 

The Pacific coast.—Its cereal product increased from 3,617,659 bushels in 1874, 
to 97,750,157 bushels in 1884. There were exported in the latter year 33,178,577 
bushels. While the gold and silver product of California was formerly its most 
important product and article of export, it is so no longer, for in 1884 the value 
of the cereal product was $44,270,861; whereas the gold and silver product was 
only $16,660,000. The wool product was $7,500,000, and the product in fruit, wine, 
and canned goods and butter equaled the gold and silver product in value. In 
1870 the acreage of improved land in farms in California was 6,213,133; in 1880, 
10,669,698. These facts are sufficient to show that it is of vital importance for the 
Pacific States to hold, for their cereal products, any and all advantages which 
they have hitherto possessed in the markets of the world. Oregon and Wash- 
ington Territory will be as importantly benefited as California by an inter- 
oceanic transit way. Since the Suez Canal brought India 4,500 miles nearer to 
Liverpool our Pacific coast can no longer compete successfully in that market 
with India. It requires from four to five months to transport the wheat from 
San Francisco to Liverpool, at an average cost of $15 per ton. The 1,000,000 tons 
transported by the Cape Horn route in about 446 sailing vessels constitute the 
most important commercial business of the Pacific coast. 


This vast and rich field of commerce is spread out before us, but 
hedged in, hampered, bound hand and foot, the American merchant 
stands helpless and powerless, manacled and fettered by restrictive, 
prohibitive, and protective laws, which increase the price of our com- 
modities so high we can not send them there; make the cost of trans- 
portation so high as to forbid us. Standing in the midst of vast and 
rich fields of the world’s commerce, we are, like Tantalus, ‘‘doomed 
to parch with thirst in the midst of waves, and viewing banquets to 
starve to death.”’ 

Denied participation by our laws, let us do what Adam Smith en- 
joins upon us and what other publicists have said. He says: 


That the interests of the nation in its commercial relations with foreign nations 
is like that of a merchant with regard to the different people with whom he deals, 
to buy as cheap and to sell as dear as possible. 


And transport as cheaply as possible, I will add. Let us unfetter 
our people, our industries, our commerce, and our navigation; put them 
upon an equal footing in the great race for a fair share of the world’s 
commerce; give them ashowing equal at least to that which is given 
by other countries. 

There has never been in the history of our country as favorable a time 
to unfetter our shipping interests and to permit our merchants to buy 
ships as at the present time. 1 will read an extract from oneof cur con- 
sular reports. Consul Mason says. 

From this distance even the present collapse of maritime interests is thought 
to bring to our country a fortuitous opportunity. 

I have said before that the stimulant of subsidies and the change from 
sail to steam navigation has brought an overplus of ships into existence, 
and that.every port of the world to-day has a fleet of idle ships anchored 
in its harbor waiting for business and profitable employment. 

Consul Mason, after saying that this isa fortuitous opportunity to our 
country, goes on as follows: 


“Ah!” said a marine broker of Marseilles, recently, ‘‘ you Americans hold all 
the winning cards. While we in Europe are overburdened with costly armies, 
you have only a single army corps to guard your fortifications and watch the In- 
dians; while we have been squandering millions upon iron-clad fleets, which 
are obsoletc without ever having fought a battle, you can now build anavy that 
will include and surpass a!l that we have impoverished ourselves to learn; and 
as for a merchant marine, you have only to changea paragraph in your shipping 
laws and your merchants can buy everything they want, the best steam fleets 
that can be built, atany price from half their cost down totheir value as old iron.” 


Let us, Mr. Chairman, take the manly and courageous course of un- 
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fettering our merchants, our capital, our enterprise, our labor, our pro- 

ducers, and bid them God speed in the great race. Give them a fleet 

at half price, and let them fight the battle as men worthy to share in 
the great heritage of man in the nineteenth century. [Applause. ] 

[ maintain without fear of contradiction that the very essence of man- 
ufacturing industry and commercial industry is freedom from legisla- 
tive interference and legislative protection. Attempt to resist its course 
by protective enactments, you arrest its progress, you destroy its vigor. 
Unbind the shackles in which your unwise tenderness has confined it; 
permit it to take unrestrained its own course; expose it to the whole- 
some breezes of competition; you give it new life, you restore its vigor. 

Sir, industry has been well likened to the hardy Alpine plant; self- 
sown on the mountain side, exposed to the inclemency of the season, it 
gathers strength in its struggle for existence, it shoots forth in vigor and 
in beanty. Transplant it to the parterre, tended by the gardener, nursed 
in the artificial atmosphere of the forcing glass, it grows sickly and ener- 
vated, its shoots are vigorless, its flowers are inodorous. In one single 
word lies the soul of industry—competition. The answer of the states- 
man and the economist to his sovereigh inquiring what he should do to 
assist the industry of his kingdom was, ‘‘ Let it take its own course.”’ 

Sir, I ca not better conclude this argument than by adopting the 
following eloquent language of a distinguished statesman of England, 
quoted in Leone Levi’s History of British Commerce. Advocating the 
repeal of the restrictive shipping laws of England and the adoption of a 
more liberal policy, he said: 

Such, sir, is myprayer. Relieve us from the chains in which your indiscrect 
tenderness has shackled us; remove your oppressive protection; give us the 
fair field we ask, and we demand no more. The talent, the genius, the enter- 
oe, the capital, and the industry of this great people will do the rest. And 

ingland, our country, will take a yet more forward place in the race for com- 
petition, ‘for wealth, and improvement, which, by the nature of things, she is 
destined to run among the nations of the world. 

There, and there alone, we will find security for our enterprise and 
reward for our labor. [Great applause. ] 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the remainder of my time, asking leave to 
print in this connection such extracts as I have generally referred to to 
complete my argument. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, this bill proposes to allow the im- 
portation and registry of foreign-built vessels free of duty. Inasmuch 
as the policy of the United States, adopted originally on recommenda- 
tion of Washington and with the approval of Adams, Madison, and Jef- 
ferson, has always been to restrict the right of registry under our laws to 
vessels built in our own ship-yards, this bill contemplates so radical a 
change in our navigation laws that it should receive the most careful con- 
sideration. The fact that the policy which this bill proposes to over- 
throw was adopted by the founders of our Government, and has con- 
tinued nearly a century without a suggestion of change until within a 
comparatively recent period, not only justifies great caution, but also 
demands the most conclusive reasons for taking the important step pro- 


employed in making these materials from the iron ore. Thus if ever 
pound of iron could be laid down in the shape of angles, bars, and p)aics 
in a ship-yard on our coast as cheaply as in a ship-yard on the Cly< 
the higher wages of the labor required to construct the vessel from si: 
materials would make the vessel now cost the builders about 10 jy. 
cent. more than if buit on the Tyne. 

If this bill and the tariff bill reported by the gentleman from I)linois 
[Mr. MorR1Ison] should become laws, there would be presented in oy 
legislation the anomaly of a duty of from 30 to 40 per cent. on imported 
iron, while a completed ship, requiring more labor to construct fro, 
plates, angles, and beams than is required to make these forms of iro), 
from the ore in the bed, would be placed on the free-list. 

There would also be presented the anomaly of a completed steaw- 
ship on the free-list, while cotton goods made from free materials wou) 
bear duties of from 20 to 40 per cent. when imported; the bitaminous 
coal and iron ore, competing with that of Maryland, West Virginia, and 
Ohio, would bear a duty of 30 per cent. ; sugar competing with the sim- 
ilar product of Louisiana, 65 per cent.; and rice, competing with that 
of South Carolina, 50 per cent. 

I ask gentlemen from these and other States if they are prepared to 
vote for a bill which makes such unjust discrimination against th: 
ship-building industry ? 

Mr. Chairman, the facts which I have presented conclusively show 
that if this bill shall pass, if fully equipped British-built iron sailing 
vessels and steamships shall be admitted to registry under our lay 
free of duty, then from that hour the ship-building industry in this 
country is doomed, and the owners of our ship-yards who carry on this 
business and the many thousand skilled workmen who support then. 
selves and their families by means of it will be ultimately driven into 
other already crowded industries. It is the appreciation of this fic 
which has led the Knights of Labor, an organization representing 5()\).- 
000 wage-workers of the United States, to protest against the adopti» 
of the free-ship policy. 

If it were proposed to place cotton goods, or imported iron, or im 
ported machinery, or imported manufactured goods of any kind on the 
free-list, every member of the House and every business man woul! 
have no difficulty in seeing that such action would destroy the hom 
industry brought into competition with the products of the cheaper 
labor of Europe. Yet more labor, and labor of a higher degree of ski!) 
is required to construct a ship than is required to make cloth from - 
ton or wool, or iron bars from ore, or to produce sugar or rice. 

Advocates of the admission of foreign-built ships free of duty cite tl. 
example of Germany, which, as they assert, developed ship-building « 
home by such a policy. But it should be remembered that Germany 
had as cheap labor as England, and that she bought ships abroad «: 
first only because she had noship-yards of herown; butas soon as thes: 
could be established she relied on her own yards. This country Alrea:|; 
has eleven iron-ship yards, and others will be established whenever there 
is encouragement. The tonnage of iron vessels built in this country 
last year was nearly as great asthat built inGermany. Toadmit {» 
eign-built ships free of duty at this juncture, just as we are Saeinnin ng 
to build up iron-ship building, would inevitably not only prevent a» 
extension of the ship-building industry, but would also eventu: ily 
close the yards we now possess. For no one would think of investin. 
a dollar in wy te yee Ro peed Ss in this country with 
the certainty that foreign-built vessels would be admitted to Americ..n 
ee duty. It would be useless for new iron-ship yards i: n 

country to attempt to compete with the old and firmly estab!ish« 
ship-yards of Great Britain. In time they would probably be able to 
do so, but they can not now. 


posed. 

It must be conceded that a bill which allows the importation of reg- 
istry of foreign-built vessels free of duty discriminates most seriously 
and unjustly against the ship-building industry of the United States. 
If this bill and the revised tariff reported by my friend from Illinois 
[Mr. Morrison] should become laws the only completed manufactured 
product placed on the free-list would be a fully asnapet sailing vessel 
or steamship—the most marvelous device of human skill 

When Great Britain, whose legislation we are exhorted to follow by 
my friend from Arkansas [Mr. DuNN] who has just addressed the com- 
mittee, adopted the free-ship policy, she had already inaugurated a 


free-trade policy as to every other industry, and hence there was no Heretofore the advocates of free ships have p to extend this 
discrimination against her ship-builders. Indeed, so vital to her secu- | policy only to vessels for the foreign trade, although they have conced«(! 
rity did she regard the maintenance of her ship-yards, that it was not | that few persons would care to and register a foreign-built vcs- 


until after she had applied the policy of free trade to every other busi- 
ness, not, indeed, until after the revolution in marine architecture from 
wood to iron and sails to steam had progressed far enough to make it 
clear that she had reached a point where she could defy the competi- 
tion of the ship-builders of the world, that England’s statesmen vent- 
ured to apply the policy of free trade ‘to her ship-building industry. 
But it is proposed by this bill to have the United States reverse the 
steps by which Great Britain applied free trade to all her industries and 
to commence here where England ended, namely with the ship-build- 


sel unless they were free to use it in both coastwise and foreign voyage- 
It has been so obvious that the purpose of those who proposed this limit. 
tion was only to use it as an entering-wedge, that all must concede that 
as made in this bill to authorize the purchase and re 
of foreign-built vessels for any trade is the only practicable an‘ 
frank form in which the question can be presented. This is, of course 
the end which the free-ship advocates seek, and it is fairer and better 
eee ee deception. Presented in this form 
there is no chance If it were proposed to limit the free- 


Efi 


ing industry. see be Scopemeibil Saar foreign trade, some persons might fail to 
It is said that the second section of this bill proposes to allow the ship- | see ty of on Nnmmnen y American vessel from the 
builders to import materials free of duty—in other words, to have = consti de, and Spestuatinpelie: certainty thatthe gran‘ 
of the work done abroad—and that this privilege will com: = ships for the ign trade would assuredly soon result in free 
part for the admission of the completed vessel free of duty. Tables of for the coastwise trade. 
the duties imposed on imported iron plates, angles, an and other} But with the whole plan frankly presented no one will be deceiv«'! 
materials are presented to show how much can be saved b. by the plea that the exclusion of fureign-built ships from the coastwi-: 
these on the free-list. These tables i the fact that the trade will make a demand for ships built in American yards, and th: 


in cost between such forms of iron in country and in England is the 
difference in the cost of the labor in them, and much less than the duty. 
They also lose sight of the fact that it would be impracticable to import 
a large proportion of the materials because of the necessity of having 
them forged or shaped where the vessel is built. In constrocting an 
iron vessel from plates, angles, and bars more labor is required than was 


the art of ship-building in this country. Theadoption of tie 
Free-ship > practically a confession not only that we must no! 
attempt to vessels now, because we can buy them more cheap!» 
cbeatltun also a confession that we must not expect to do so in the 
fu if we are to discourage investments in the plants neces 
sary to build up great iron-ship yards in this country by allowing tle 
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| 
free registry of foreign-built vessels, it can not be expected that we | 
shall be in a better condition to compete with long-established British 
ship-yards ten years hence than we are now. 

Stripped of all disguises, the bill should be entitled ‘‘ A bill to close | 
American ship-yards and provide for the construction hereafter in Brit- | 
ish ship-yards of whatever vessels may be wanted for the American mer- 
chant marine.”” 

The justification offered for such a policy as this is the alleged neces- 
sity which exists fer purchasing our vessels where we can buy them | 
the cheapest, in order to enable the capitalists of this country to invest 
their money in the business of transporting our exports and imports, 
and reap our proper share of the $150,000,000 annually paid for such 


n. 

Gentiemen who present this as the argument for free ships forget that 
there are no laws now standing in the way of aninvestment of Ameri- 
can capital in foreign-built ships and participation in the profits of the 


fi carrying trade. American capitalists can now own all but seven 
shares of a British-built and British-registered steamship amd reap 


almost every dollar of its profits. IndeedjAmericans may simply char- 
ter a British-built vessel, which cag. be done at a less annual cost than 
to own one, and obtain all the ts of the carrying trade. If it be 
said that this necessitates the sailing of the vessel under a British reg- 
ister, I reply that it is cheaper to sail a vessel under a British than un- 
der an American register; and as tue whole argument rests on the cor- 
rectness of the policy of buying where we can buy cheapest, there is 
the same reason for sailing vessels under a British register as for buy- 
ing British-built vessels. the reason is stronger, because far 
more money can be saved by sailing a vessel under a British register 
and flag than in the purchase of a British-built vessel. 

In other words, if the end sought is to secure our share of the profits 
the foreign carrying trade, then the opportunity for this is best 
opened by an investment in ships sailing under a British register—an 
investment already permitted by the laws of the two countries. A 
prominent ship-owner of New York remarked in my hearing a few 
months ago, ‘‘ When I divest myself of my patriotic instincts suffi- 
ciently to go to a British ship-yard to buy a ship in order to save a lit- 
tle money, I shall be likely to sail that ship under a British register in 
order to save much more money; for the difficulty in competing with 
British vessels is not in the difference in the first cost—which is but 
trifling—but in the increased expense of running them under our flag 
after they are built.’’ 

A gentleman having large interests in an American steamship line 
informs me that his company not long ago submitted plans for a new 
first-class steamship to American and English builders, and found that 
the ship covld be built on the Ch for from 10 to 12 per cent. less 
than in this country, which, distributed over the thirty or forty years’ 
life of an iron vessel, is a small consideration. But he found that the 
difference in the cost of 


2, 


ing a steamship under American and 
British auspices, growing out of higher wages of permanent employés 
and better , demanded on an American vessel, presented the 
really serious e. Indeed within the past year the only Ameri- 


can transatlantic steamship line has sold its American-built vessels, and 
they are now being sailed under a foreign flag because they can be run 


a ey one-third of those two-fifths is carried in our vessels, 
and proportion is diminishing. 

Surely if the difference in the first cost of our vessels is the chief 
element in os of restoring our merchant marine to the position 
which they on the ocean up to 1855, as the free-ship advocates as- 
sume, we should not find ourselves distanced so completely in the com- 
petition for the rtation of merchandise which is still carried by 
sailing vessels. In face of such facts as these why do gentlemen 
continue to contend that if we had the privilege of importing foreign- 

vessels and ea een aennn os weenee of the United States, 

, then we should be able to sail them in competition with 

? Nothing is clearer than that if we can devise a policy 
our people to successfully sail vessels after they are built in 
tion with foreigners we shall have no difficulty in eventually 
them as successfully and even as cheaply as the ship-yards of 


z 


: 
: 


‘ 
{ 
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Great Britain. 
The adoption of the free-ship policy would be practically an invita- 
tion not simply to-buy foreign-built vessels but also to sail them under 


after they are built. Such a policy would serve to 
extinguish the commendable and I may also say the indispensable 
patriotic instinct nurtured so sedulously by the founders of our Gov- 
ernment, which leads an American to look upon an American-built and 
American- ship as ‘‘representing the power, the ambition, 
prestige, the prosperity, and the civilization’’ of the 
United States, as was so well said in another body a few days ago by 
Louisiana [Mr. Eustis]. 

Mr. Chairman, to the consideration of a most serious 
the free-ship policy, and that is that it not only would not 
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increase the foreign carrying trade done under our flag, but also that 
When the 
people of this country are educated to lock upon a ship as nothing but 
a wagon, to be bought abroad where it can be bought cheapest, they 


will also be educated to sail such a ship under the British register and 
the British flag, which will give an opportunity for the largest profits 


It should be borne in mind that ship-building and ship-using rise 


and fall together. In every maritime nation it is the ship-builders 


that inaugurate and participate in the establishment of maritime enter- 
prises. Destroy ship-building in the United States by admitting for- 
eign-built ships to our registry free of duty, and you will at the same 
time cripple the men upon whom our maritime enterprises must mainly 
rely. Gentlemen who inveigh against American ship-builders and 


charge them with standing in the way of a larger use of ships under a 
free-ship policy can not have investigated the facts, for it is to the in- 
domitable energy and courage of these men that we mainly owe the 
maintenance of the large tonnage which we still possess. 

Gentlemen must not forget that in spite of the disadvantages under 
which we labor in respect toshipping since the great revolution from wood 
to iron and sails to steam, yet to-day the tonnage of the United States 
is second only to that of Great Britain. Our tonnage is nearly four 
times as large as that of either Germany or France, and our tonnage in 
the foreign trade alone is considerably larger than that of either of these 
nations. Our steam tonnage alone is nearly double that of France and 
three times thatof Germany. In the past five years the ship-builders 
of the United States have built more tons of shipping than France, Ger- 
many, and Italy put together have constructed. In 1884 Germany 
built only 54,727 tons of shipping, while there were built in the United 
States 225,514 tons, valued atover $12,000,000. Even in the past year, 
notwithstanding the unexampled depression in shipping all over the 
world, we built 159,050 tons, valued at $9,000,000, and over 30,000 
tons were built for the foreign trade. And yet some gentlemen seem 
to have the impression that ship-building is already a lost art with us, 
and therefore that no ship-building industry remains to be destroyed 
by free ships. 

History shows that no nation has ever been able to gain and main- 
tain a maritime supremacy unless it built its own vessels. The Egyp- 
tians, the Phoenicians, the Greeks, the Italians, the Carthagenians, the 
Spaniards, and the Dutch held in turn the empire of the sea, but only 
so long as they could build their own vessels. 

My friend from Arkansas [Mr. DuNN] alleges that when England 
found that she could not build wooden vessels as cheaply as the Amer- 
icans, at a time when wooden sailing vessels controlled the ocean car- 
a of the world, she repealed her navigation laws, gave her 
merchants free ships, and from that hour went on conquering and to 
conquer in the great contest for maritime supremacy. 

That assertion has been often made, but never sustained )y official 
facts. In the first place, Great Britain did not adopt the free-trade pol- 
icy as to ships until after she had adopted that policy as to all other in- 
dustries; and not until she believed it had been demonstrated that the 
iron steamship was to become the ocean carrier of the future, and that 
in the construction of such vessels, on account of the juxtaposition of 
abundant iron and coal mines near her sea-shore and the possession of 
cheap labor to work them, she could defy the competition of the world. 

Indeed, the maritime history of Great Britain shows most conclu- 
sively that had it not been for the revolution in marine architecture 
from wood to iron and sails to steam, which enabled England to build 
her own vessels, the free-ship policy would have been disastrous to her 
merchant marine. The free-ship policy took effect at the beginning of 
1850. Unexpected delay in the success of iron steamships put Eng- 
land for tour or five years in the position of relying to some extent on 
Americans to build her vessels. Now, if the free-ship policy was wise, 
if it has built up British shipping, this result must have been manifest 
between 1850 and 1855, when it was doing its work on British shipping 
under far more favorable conditions than would now be afforded in this 
country. 

Yet the official statistics show that it was during this period that 
American shipping made its greatest growth and British shipping had 
its slowest progress. In these five years the merchant marine of the 
United States increased 1,977,985 tons, while that of the United King- 
dom increased only 894,828 tons, notwithstanding the largely increased 
demand for ships during this period. Mr. W. 8S. Lindsey, the most 
prominent promoter of the British legislation of 1849, concedes that if 
it had not been for the revolution in marine architecture, which made 
it practicable for England to build her own vessels under a free-ship 
policy, she would have been beaten in the contest for marine suprem- 
acy. In his History of Merchant Shipping, speaking of the first year’s 
results of that policy, he says: 

Our [the British] ship-owners naturally viewed with great alarm the rapid 
strides made by American shipping. Nor were their fears allayed by a refer- 
ence to the board of trade returns, wherein it appeared that while the increase 
of British shipping had in the year previous to repeal been 393,955 tons, there 
had been a decrease in the year after repeal of 180,576 tons. Our position ap- 
peared, therefore, critical; and had it not been for the resources we held within 
ourselves [referring to iron, coal, and cheap labor] and the indomitable energy 
of our gece. foreign shipping might then and there have gained an ascend- 


ency which might not afterward have been easily overcome. * * * We had 
one advantage which our great American competitor did not possess. We had 
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iron in abundance, and about this period we were s 
tion to the construction of iron ships to be propel! 


ially directing our atten- 
by the screw. 

Speaking subsequently of the contest for supremacy of the seas be- 
tween 1853 and 1854, the same distinguished English ship-builder says: 

A very large amount of capital had been invested by Americans in the famous 
ships employed in the California trade; but even these before the close of 1454 
were becoming unremunerative, owing to the competition of British iron and 
screw steamers, which were the main weapon whereby we bade defiance to 
the competition of all other nations in the general ocean race then just com- 
menced.—Lindsey's Merchant Shipping, page 358. 

The whole subject was carefully investigated by the Italian Govern- 
ment in 1883, which, notwithstanding Italy had enjoyed all the al- 
leged benefits of a free-ship policy for twenty years, found that the 
Italian merchant marine had steadily declined for eight years, and that 
of 2,904,969 tons of merchandise landed at or shipped from Italian ports 
in the year 1882 only 293,883 tons were carried in Italian steamers. 
Referring to the views of Italian statesmen on the unsatisfactory results 
of the free-ship policy, United States Consul Crain, at Milan, in a report 
to the State Department under date of November 5, 1883, said: 

Italians have been at ae for more than twenty years to buy steamships on 
the Clyde or elsewhere, but this privil has done nothing for the expansion of 
the steam marine. The policy of free ships has had a long trial in France, Ger- 
many, Austria,and other countries with no better result. History affords no 
example of a sea-goin ple who were not also a shi ilding people. The 
industries of ship-building and navigation are so wedded by a community of 
interests that they can not be divo without mutual destruction. Flourish- 
ing ship-yards levy a tribute upon the skill, labor, and resources of a country, 
and direct its attention and ene to sea-going enterprises as nothing else can. 
Even if this were not so, the di ities of negotiating the purchase on favora- 
ble terms of couty steamships in distant countries, or of arranging credits, of 
securing the faithful construction of types required for icular services, and 


other ap nt disadvantages, would be sure to bring oe toa peo- 
ple trusting to foreign ship-yards for its marine. This is the view universally 
taken in Italy, and the aim will be to infuse life and vigor into ship-building es- 


tablishments. 

Alarmed at the unsatisfactory results of the free-ship policy, by a de- 
cree dated December 6, 1885, the Italian Government practically super- 
seded that policy by offering a bounty of $2.89 per ton for all new 
wooden sailing vessels and $11.58 per ton for all new iron vessels con- 
structed in Italy, and 65 cents per net ton navigation bounty for every 
1,000 miles sailed. 

France also found her free-ship policy so unsatisfactory that in 1881 
she practicalty set it aside 7 offering a special construction bounty of 
60 francs per ton gross for all iron or steel vessels and 20 francs per ton 
for wooden vessels constructed in French ship-yards, and by tendering a 
bounty of 30 cents per ton (double that allowed to a vessel built abroad) 
for every thousand miles sailed by French-built vessels. The compar- 
ative results of the free-ship and of the new policy on the French steam 
marine are shown by the official statistics to have been as follows: In- 
crease of French steam marine in the five years previous to 1881, 27 per 
cent.; increase in the five years since, 78 per cent. Considering that 
the last two years of the latter period were years of unexampled de- 
pression of shipping, the excellent results of the change from a free-ship 
policy to a policy of encouraging the home construction of vessels in 
France are certainly noteworthy. 

‘The steam tonnage of Germany at the close of 1885 was 413,943 
tons, but little more than half that of France, while the steam tonnage 
of the United States was 1,494,917 tons. Evidently the astute states- 
man who guides the destinies of Germany is not satisfied with the free- 
ship policy, notwithstanding the cheapness of German labor and abun- 
dance and cheapness of German iron would seem to make such a policy 
safe in that country; for, by a decree of the government, dated April 
6, 1885, a subsidy of $1,125,000 per annum, to commence July 1, 1886, 
has been voted for the establishment of lines of German steamships to 
China, Japan, and Australia, with the condition that the new vessels 
ot these lines shall be German built and the repairs done in German 

ards, 
: The statement, therefore, that all maritime nations except the United 
States have adopted the free-ship policy is incorrect so far as it conveys 
the impression that the other maritime nations with which we are in 
competition treat foreign-built vessels the same as vessels constructed 
in their own yards—England alone excepted. France pays a construc- 
tion bounty to vessels built in her own yards and a double navigation 
bounty to such vessels. Italy pays a construction bounty for vessels 
built in her own yards. Germany in her latest subventions to German 
steamship lines insists that the vessels shall be constructed in her own 
yards. England alone maintains the free-ship policy in practice, and 
simply for the reason that her insular position, the fortunate juxtapo- 
sition of coal and iron mines near her sea-shore and her cheap labor to 
work them enable her to build her steam-vessels in competition with 
the world. But even England sees to it that British steamship lines 
receive the benefit of her tal subsidies. Several years ago a 
contract for carrying British mails was given to a German line, but as 
soon as the fact became generally known @ protest was made in the House 
of Commons and was responded to with loud cheers, and since that time 


the British authorities have not ventured to make a applica- 
tion of the free-ship policy in the distribution of postal su 
The fact remains that every maritime nation gained its position 


on the ovean by adopting such a policy as would enable them to build 
their own vessels; and that no nation has gained a commanding posi- 
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tion on the ocean which has relied upon foreign ship-yards for the con- 
struction of her ships. 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I protest against the pending bill as not 
only the confessed abandonment of the ship-building industry in this 
country, but also as the adoption of a policy which will lead to the 
gradual extinguishment of that maritime spirit which leads to the nay- 
igation of the ocean. We may rest assured that if we can not devise a 
policy which will enable us to build our own vessels we shall utterly 
fail to maintain maritime enterprises. Ship-building and ship-usiny 
are notantagonistic, as some free-ship advocates Would have us believe. 
but in every nation rise and fall together. 

My friend from Arkansas seems to look forward to the admission of 
foreign-built vessels into our coastwise trade as affording a compensa- 
tion in breaking down what he calls a ‘‘monopoly’’ and reducing rates 
of freight to our people. He overlooks the fact that the protection 
which has been given our vessels in the coastwise and internal trade 
has given the American people the lowest freight rates by water afforded 
by the home fleet of any nation, and at the same time has so promoted 
the interests of that brancleof our shipping that to-day it exhibits a 
tonnage three times as large as the home fleet of Great Britain. 

Mr. Chairman, the mostserious objection to the policy of relying upon 

Great Britain to build our vessels for us because she is able now to con- 
struct them more cheaply than we can, is that such a policy would tend 
to subvert our commercial and national independence, and place both 
our foreign trade and our means of naval defense in time of war at her 
mercy. 
The nation which is dependent upon any foreign nation for the con- 
struction of its vessels must find its foreign trade jeopardized whenever 
thecountry upon which itthus relies becomes a belligerent.. If the coun- 
try to which we look forour supply of vessels should become involved in 
war with the United States, gentlemen who tell us that a ship is noth- 
ing but a wagon to be bought anywhere in the cheapest market would 
begin to see that no nation can be assured of the means of transporta- 
tion of its exports and imports unless it builds its own vessels. The 
people of the West and of the South, whose products are exported so 
largely, would then clearly recognize the fact that no nation can be 
commercially i ent unless it can build its own vessels. 

More vital still is the fact that the possession of a merchant marine 
built in our own ship-yards—yards which can be made available at a 
day’s notice for the construction of cruisers and transports in case 0! 
war—is essential to national defense and national independence. 

In the discussion in the House of Representatives May 4, 1789, on 
a bill to promote our navigation interests and insure the construction 
of vessels in our own ship-yards, Mr. Madison enforced the views which 
I have endeavored to present at this time, and said: 

We have maritime dangers to guard against, and we can be secured in no other 
way. * * *® We must pay for the national security. 

T commend to gentlemen who insist that a ship is only a wagon to 
be bought anywhere—on the Clyde or the Tyne, or wherever it can be 
bought cheapest—the statesmanship of Madison who insisted that we 
must build our own vessels in order to protect the nation even if it cost 
us more to build them than they could be purchased for in Europe. 

I see before me gentlemen whoclaim to be Jeffersonian Democrats, 
and who profess to be admirers of Jeffersonian principles. To such 

tlemen I desire to commend the views which Mr. Jefferson expressed 
his celebrated report on commerce when Secretary of State, as fol- 
lows: 


Our nav involves still higher considerations. As a branch of industry 
it is val t as a resource of defense it is essential. The position and cir- 
cumstances of the United States leave them nothing to fear from their land- 
board, and nothing to desire beyond their present rights. But onthe seaboara 
they are open to injury; and have then, too,a commerce which must be 
protected. This can only be done 7s a respectable body of citizen 
seamen and artists, and establishments in readiness for ship-building. 


It seemed clear to such patriots and statesmen as Washington, Mac- 
ison, and Jefferson that an American merchant marine could be main- 
tained only by building our vessels in home ship-yards, and that suc! 
ship-yards were essential for national safety and defense. It is impos- 
sible for any nation to maintain navy-yards of sufficient extent to do 
more than repair public vessels and toslowly construct a few naval ves- 
sels in time ef peace. 

Admiral Porter, in his testimony before the Senate Naval Commit- 
tee in the Forty-eighth Congress, referring to the dependence of every 
nation on its private ship-yards, said: 

As a matter of policy Great Britain encourages private ship-building yards. 
The salvation of country in case of war would depend on these; and we 
should follow the example of Great Britain. * * * When war comes we 
a have these great ship-building places, with their plant accumulated dur- 

ig peace. 

What would have been the result of the appearance of the confederate 
iron-clad Merrimac in Northern waters if the Government of the Unite! 
States had been obliged to send to En to have an iron-clad built 
to cope with her? Inall probability if there had not been private ship- 
yards in this country capable of building a monitor in a hundred days 
the Merrimac would have in our unprotected harbors as a mes- 
senger of destruction, ve broken the blockade of Southern ports, 
and probably have secured the recognition of the confederacy by France 
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and Great Britain. It is a fact recognized by history that the rebellion | 
was dealt its most deadly blow by the blockading fleet, which cut off 
its supplies, and this fleet could not have been constructed if we had 
not extensive private ship-yards. Nearly three hundred ves- | 
sels, of over 160,000 tons burden, were built for our Navy in our private 
ship-yards during the civil war, and five hundred vessels were drawn 
in addition from our merchant marine. 

The eyes of the country are turned to the defenseless condition of 
our coasts in Mence of the weakness of our Navy. Buta pow- 
erful navy is the offspring of a great merchant marine built in a na- 
tion’s own ship-yards. Look over the nations of the world and it will 
be found that navies rise and fall with their merchant marine, and that 
the merchant marines increase or decline with the growth or decay of 
the art of ship-building. Great navies are never built in navy-yards. 
The United States has eight navy-yards, butalmostno navy. England 
has only three navy-yards and the strongest navy in theworld. Four- 
fifths of her naval vessels and marine engines were built in private 
ship-yards. It has been her policy to give every possible assistatice to 
the establishment and maintenance of great ship-yards, because she has 

ized the fact that no nation could maintain its maritime pres- 
tige or successfully defend itself in time of war unless it built its own 
vessels and had in readiness the means of rapidly enlarging its fleet in 
time of need. Great Britain has taken care not to break down the 
wall of protection for her shipping until she was satisfied that she had 
secured a position which would enable her to build, her own vessels in 
competition with the world. It would be well-nig tional suicide 
for the, United States at the present juncture to abandon all efforts to 
establish and extend great iron-ship yards, and to adopt the policy of 
having our ships built in British establishments on the Clyde and 


Important as are many other questions before this Congress not one 
of them is of greater importance and of more far-reaching consequences 
than this. We are already a republic of nearly 58,000,000 people. In 
1890 our lation will exceed 65,000,000, and in twenty-five years it 
will 100,000,000. It can not be possible that such a nation as 
this intends to deliberately announce to the world that it proposes to 
give up all efforts to devise a policy whereby we may be able to build 
our own ships and: to depend hereafter on Great Britain for whatever 
vessels we may need. Before we commit ourselves to this policy it will 
be wise for us to consider that all history teaches that no people can 
permanently maintain their prestige unless they strengthen their po- 
sition on the ocean as well as on the land, and that no nation can gain 
and maintain maritime supremacy unless it builds its own vessels. 
[Great applause. ] 

Mr. ROMEIS. Mr. Chairman, it was not my intention to take part 
inthisdebate. I had intended to leave any time that would be allotted 
to me to others more able than myself. But being the only member 
on the committee from the northern lakes, I believed it to be my duty 
to call the attention of the House to the great injury, in my opinion, 
that would result to ship-building on the chain of lakes should this bill 
become a law. ® 

Mr. Chairman, there were upon the northern lakes on June 30, 1885, 
the following shipping: Sailing vessels, 1,322; steam vessels, 1,175; 

771; barges, 111; a total tonnage of 749,948.49. All of this, ex- 
about fifty vessels, were of wood. -They were all built in the 
njted States. There were built last year 30 sailing vessels, 64 steam- 

18 boats, and 5 barges, or a total tonnage of 22,294.24, showing 
we are constantly building vessels of both steam and sail. It fol- 

that the building of these one hundred and seventeen bottoms 

gives employment to many skilled mechanics and laborers 
all kinds, not only in building the vessels, but also in fitting and 
ea the same. 

The bill now before the House allowsa citizen of the United States to go 
toa country and buy or cause to be built steam or sailing vessels, 
all and complete, and bring them to this country and have 
them registered as American vessels, to the great injury of American 

invested in ship-building, and depriving American labor of the 

of the capital should be employed in our own country. 
advocating free ships have heretofore confined their de- 
ocean-ca ie, or in other words would have our 
their ships for foreign commerce wherever they 
goes much farther. This bill proposes to sweep 
protection we have had in the coastwise and inland trade 


learned the object of including the coastwise and inland ship- 
in this bill. We are constantly building vessels for that trade, 
asking the Government for material assistance. Of course it 
not discourage the building of steamboats on the rivers of the in- 
remote from foreign countries, like the Ohio, the Mississippi, 
ail the Southern rivers. 

Ss proximity of the Dominion of Canada, and the fact that 
are built of wood (and if of iron they no doubt would 

be sent from 

Dominion of 


in sections) ship-owners would naturally go to the 
trade. ? 
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Canada for their vessels which they may want in the lake 
Because Canada can build them than we can 
I see by the Toledo papers that a company has been 


incorporated with a capital of $1,000,000 for the purpose of building a 
number of fast lake steamers to be run between Toledoand Buffalo. If 
this bill passes these steamers in all probability will be built and fur- 
nished in some port in Canada, and one million of American capital would 
go into Canadian coffers, to be lost to us with interest forever. Not only 
this, but the Dominion of Canada is full of old hulks, both steam and 
sail, which were built and used in the lake trade through Canada before 
the Erie Canal was free from toll, many of which are now out of service 
for want of employment. 

Mr. Chairman, if we pass this bill many of these old hulks will be 
bought and put in the trade of our side to become coffins for American 
sailors. You may say, Mr. Chairman, that the United States has in- 
spectors whose duty it is to ‘‘inspect’’ such vessels. Yes, that is true; 
we have some old politicians, but as when they are appointed they are 
not examined as to color blindness they often overlook great defects. 

Iam told, Mr. Chairman, that there are now lying in the river Saint 
Clair some of these hulks waiting for this bill to pass to be put under 
the American flag. Whata pitiable spectacle would it be for Americans 
to see our capital go from Buffalo, Detroit, Port Huron, and other lake 
cities which have plants for ship-building and furnishing, while our 
mechanics stand idle on the docks and looking on. It is believed by 
our people on the northern lakes that this bill will destroy ship-build- 
ing on the lakes and turn it into Canada, and that without increasing 
our shipping, because men will not buy ships for the reason that they 
get them cheaper, unless they are reasonably sure of employment for 
their vessels, for ships will not improve like ‘‘ wine, with age.’’ 

What applies to the lakes will apply to the ocean. England, it is 
said, has a thousand ships idle, although she has free ships. Every 
old ship we would buy of her will put two new ones on the stocks and 
give employment to her mechanics. I take it that we were not sent 
here to legislate for English interest. England is the only nation that 
would be benefited by this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, we must look to another source to build up our ship- 
building. We furnish the money for national banks to do business 
with, we have given millions of acres of land and secured the bonds of 
some railroads to aid them in building lines through new and sparsely 
settled portions of cur country for the purpose of developing it. We 
are deepening rivers and harbors. Whyshould we not give aid in the 
same manner to encourage our shipping interests, and thus keep our 
capital at home and give employment to our mechanics and laborers ? 

The Government of the United States refuses to sustain its steamship 
lines even to the extent which third-class nations sustain theirs, and 
while expending millions of dollars on mail-routes on land which do 
not pay expenses refuses to apply the same principle to commerce on 
the sea. 

Private citizens have patriotically endeavored to restore the Ameri- 
can flag to the proud position it once occupied on the ocean, but have 
gone down before the competition of foreigners who were backed by 
their governments. I hold in my hand a pamphlet of the Maritime 
Association of the United States. It treats this question so fully and 
yet concisely that I will ask leave to print it with my remarks. 

In speaking of the fine steamers a French company is building to run 
between Havre and New York, I will cite from the statistics, for ex- 
ample, one of the French steamers of 8,000 tons. France pays to the 
steamer for the round trip between Havre and New York $14,500. 

The American steamers would receive from our Government noth- 
ing, besides being sailed at greater expense. 

Neither free ships nor free material can surmount this disability. 

Mr. Chairman, what condition would we be in in case of war? It 
has often been said that a merchant marine is the militia of the ocean, 
and it is no doubt true. We could get men to sail our ships in a short 
time, but it takes time to build the vessels. 

Let us suppose that war shou! be declared between England and 
the United States, what condition would we be in on the northern 
lakes, cut off from the ocean, no water way on which we could bring 
gunboatsor warships; our plant forship-building destroyed, our skilled 
mechanics scattered, perhaps gone to Oklahoma to raise wheat which 
England would not buy because she can buy it cheaper in India? 
Shall we say to England: ‘‘ Hold on, we are not ready yet; we have no 
ships to fight you with; we have abandoned our ship-building to you; 
our plants have been destroyed, and our mechanics have turned farm- 
ers? We want you to build usships first, to protect the shipping which 
you built for us and to protect our lake cities.’’ Would England wait 
until we were ready? Or would she proceed to destroy our shipping 
and Jake cities, where torpedoes could not be located in numbers suffi- 
cient to keep her ships from doing our ports great damage? 

Mr. Chairman, are we to stand sponsors to Enyland, or any other 
nation who may be involved in war, by allowing selfish men to put our 
flag on foreign vessels sailed by foreign crews and only the American 
flag on the masthead? The passage of this bill would render us liable 
to be put in that position and thereby, sooner or later, be involved in 
foreign complication. 

Mr. Chairman, I have been a wage-worker for thirty-five years or 
more as a sailor and railroad man. I laid aside the lantern to take a 
seat in the Halls of Congress, and when I leave I expect to take up one 
of these vocctions again. But while I have a voice and a vote in this 
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House I shall not give it for a proposition that will in my opinion de- 
etroy capital invested in American industries, thereby throwing out of 
employment thousands of workingmen who are directly dependent 
upon that capital. For that reason I shall vote against this bill. [Ap- 
ylause. | 
I reserve the remainder of my time. 

The article to which I have referred, from the Maritime Association 
of New York, is as follows: 


The propriety of the Government*assisting American shipping is urged, be- 
cause its preservation is of vital importance to the nation. In presenting its 
claims for support, questions of free trade and tariff have unavoidably arisen, 
for while it is generally conceded that some measure of relief should be given, 
= ersity of opinion exists as to method. Some advocate granting to the for- 

-built ship, when purchased by an American, a United States registry; 

ra, the admission free of duty of Feet materials needed for constructing 
the ship, so giving to American labor some share in its production; afew claim 
that free trade in all commodities is the sure way, and in proof cite our great 
progress in tonnage from 1848 to 1860. The more numerous class recommend 
the French mileage TT asthe most direct and certain remedy,as it pre- 
serves to us the art of we and ~— ships, furnishes employment to our 
laborers in producing the materials of construction and fashioning them into 
shapes of utility and bene, puuprete the ship-owner reasonable return for 
the increased cost of his vessel and the greater expense he is at for its victual- 
ing and manning as com with his competitors. 

If the question is re ed as national, it may be considered independently of 
any relation to the tariff. We consider it as national, because this nation, with 
its 5,700 miles of seacoast bordering upon the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, has 

culiar need of anavy. We maintain but a small army—absurdly small but 

or the fact that our militia system enables us to create an army as if by magic. 
The Navy should be in similar condition. 

Our Navy is almost insignificant, and it is highly important that the country 
should have a merchant marine out of which it may, on occasion, quickly aug- 
ment its naval force. 

In the past it has contributed a. geeatty to our success —— sea and land, nota- 
bly in 1812-15, in the war with Mexico, and in 1861-65. England in the Crimean 
war used for transport and store-ships much of hermerchant tonnage and — 
of ours; and uite recently, when hostility threatened, she ae 
the best, largest, and fastest of these vessels heres her troops, ammuni 
and stores, notwithstanding her immense naval strength. 

She has to-day in her merchant service over two hundred thousand men out 
of which to strengthen the navy. This country, if attacked at all, must be at- 
tacked from oceoane, Jusbes the point of weakness in which it is daily growing 
more vulnerable ca mace concern for coast , 80 little interest in 
naval preparation? The coast defenses are to resist naval attack. Would it 
not be wise to meet naval attack with naval resistance? 

In our own country we havedemonstrated the weakness of modern coast de- 
fense,even against the hull of wood shen that hull was fought by hearts of steel. 

For peaceful purposes the foreigu tonnage is also im t for the country. 
We need more and en markets for its various ucts and manufactures. 
Can we secure and supply them when we allow our ss to monopolize all 
vee of communieation with foreign lands, and the route to us is indirect 
and tortuous ? 

The great and prosperous shops in great cities do not thrive by locating in the 
by-ways and lanes, but on the great thoroughfares where access is easy, con- 
tinuous, and rapid, It is the law of trade to move in such ways, and it is as true 
upon the sea as upon theland. England has recognized this, and paid liberally 
to open such means of communication. France sees its importance, and to 
reach such result has ado; a method similar to this for which we ask, and 
to-day under its stimulus re are being built for one French steamship com- 

ny five of the Yon oiliei, steamers ever constructed, to pl between 

avre and New York, while this great country, four centuries after 
ery by Columbus, has not ——_- steamship line between here and cs 
me anes with of foreign lines already established under present conditions 
s simply 

Take, for Saemeie,eun of these French steamers of 8,000 tons. France pays 
to the steamer for the round trip between Havre and New York avout sido, 
The American steamer would receive from our Government nothing, 
being sailed ue expense. Neither free ship nor free materials can sur- 


mount this J 
A further gain to the nation b i our foreign oon would be that 
it would tend to increase the ce of trade in our favor. entire im 

and export trade were carried on in our own vessels, it is 

should realize nearly the entire sale price of our exports at the sanparent thal we 

not, as now, the price at the shipping paint and for our imports we ae pay 
out in the fo reign market only the sale price there, because the most of the 
freight owe upon the articles would be returned to or retained among our 
own ple 

In this way we should follow another sound law of trade, of selling at the 
highest price and buying at the lowest. To whatever exten that we can 
control this trade shall we add to our recei and our outlay; and 
this item of freight must amount to many ion dollars annually. Wemight 
appeal to the national pride, but that in some quarters is deemed sentiment and 
not business; that the nationality of the on which one takes passage is a 
matter of utter indifference; ee 
of our flag disappearing from three-fourths of the surface of the globe, it 
seems to us that the i sea would seem less crue! if as our ship went down 
our eyes should behold the of our ey still floating above us. 

We will briefly state, not the theoretical, but the real and wn causes of our 
rapid gain in the ocean tonnage fromn lata to abou 1860, and its rapid and almost 
continuous decline since 

The causes for increase were : In 1846the Mexican wa ote for a consider- 
able transport fleet; 1846-47, famine in Ireland, large demand for our cereals 
and enormous increase of em tion from Europe, causing high freight rates ; 
1848 discovery of gold in Cal and 1851 discovery 
both points remote from d and our Atlantic 
Ss ng shelter, food, raiment, and all necessities of = 

ving to be carried thousands of miles by sea ; 1854 Crimean war, 
immense fleet of transports. 

These were the stimulating causes,and the wooden ship then being the best, 
we, having the wood in greater abundance and cheaper than other maritime 


nations, bailt most tonnage, some to ourrivals. 
About 1860, the ship co of iron was gaining in favor, and rates of 
freight had so greatly declined, that the cost of sailing and d victualing ships was 
opments ees Oe attention. Then followed the insecurity of in 
can vessels, compelling them to lower sates than others, 
ae the sale of maaan @ our ton so that in when our flag was 
in secure upon the sea, we lost one-third (861,000 tons) of our for- 


tonnage, while hile the sonnage of Ragiand ban increased. 
iron ship was preferred; we were without the plant for ta coostraction, | Deen 
although we had the material, skill, and labor but at too great cost to 


ships, is of the same tongue and kindred as ourselves, an 
engaging in war, it would be most convenient and profitable to have us act a. 
sponsors for her tonnage until the war should terminate? 


we can ene abroad for $800,000 a ship which will cost 
ere. 

$200,000 and the nation ‘lose the $800,000 and the interest thereon forever ({}, 
money going out of the country to employ foreign labor), or that the $1,000,00 
shou 

ing work to many unemployed, gladdening many hearts—the nation assuring 
for a limited time to the merchan 

That isthe problem. If * is not well to adopt the free-ship plan, that of ‘ 
materials” is unworthy of consideration. 





committee 
ject of ship-building and ship-owning interests in the United States. 
The committee was east in January last, and on March 25 there- 





hope to compete with the English builders. The decline has continued un)) 
now, when the foreign trade tonnage of the country on the Atlantic coast is |e<. 
than in 1810, and should present conditions continue it must soon disappear ¢; 
tirely 


We are aware that many of our comnteqenen 9 of pronounced loyalty advocata 


the doctrine of “ free ships” as the remed re We can not concur in that view. 
believing it would be opening the way for th 

tonnage. It certainly would be destructive of the art of ship-building amon, 
us, and we have our doubts increased as to the efficacy of this plan, by findin: 
that the nation which has been 7 successful in driving us from the Sea is 
“Docs it desirous for us to ado 


e destruction of our coastwis. 


it not occur to you that is cain which expects Piphence to sell; 
that in case of ly 


The “free ship” presents for solution this economic problem : 
One of the chief profits of money is its interest-earni abe can i Sup; 


000 if produced 
he question is, whether it is better that the purchaser should gain 


retained at home and circulated among our own trades-people, giv. 


t a fair return for the capital so inv or od? 


The protection necessary to maintain this industry is of the same nature as af 


fects any other. It is the product of the mine, the farm, the manufactory tha 
is protected, not the plant. It is the freight or product of the ship which we ca: 
not produce or earn as cheaply as our rivals that needs protection, and this th: 
mileage system accomplishes. 


Our claim then is justified if you believe the nation requires foreign com- 


merce; for naval defense in case of war,for extension of our intercourse and 
trade with oe nations in time of peace, increasing the amount realized from 
our exports, and 

Objection 


soe sum paid out for imports. 
to the free ship is, that it encourages foreign and discourages A mer- 


ican ship-building, places us at t disadvantage in case of war, may ‘bu silos 1 
us with protecti the = 
tive of our coastw 
country by oe ty fo 
ket-place. 


marine of a rival nation, and will be destruc. 
It is un-American, diverting the capital of th 
en labor, while our laborers stand idle in the ma: 


May it not be as wise to devote som a of the surplus revenue of t); 


country to building up this important industry as to deepen harbors and chia: 
nels for the eccsmamodation of the vessels of other nations? 


SNOW, I. L. FISHER, 
JAMES E. WARD. F. W. VOSBURG, 
TIMOTHY DAGGETT, J. 8. NEGLEY, 

J H. WINCHESTER, E. H. COFFIN. 
JOHN E. CHASE, A. C. CHENEY, 
L. McKAY, D. M. MUNGER, 


Committee of the ow gas 
of the Port of New Yori: 


New York, February, 1886. 


Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Chairman, this bill comes from the special 
by the Speaker to take into consideration the sub- 


Commitice of the National Board 
of Steam Navigation, 
Acting as a joint committee. 


after 
— are the merits and demerits of the measure which they have 
after so long a time spent in consideration? The objects of 
the bill, as I understand them, are—first, to admit to an American 
registry free of duty ships built in any and every country; and, second, 
to admit likewise into this country free of duty all materials ‘entering 
into the composition of ships. These materials as named in the bil! 
are— 

All or any part of the materials, whether wood, steel or Ae copper, yellow 
anata), bale a spikes, sheathing, trenails, canvas for sails, whether flax or Cotto: 

= cordage, whether r Bae. poeta heme. or iron ers band 
., | rivets, bolts, nuts, screws, boiler p =puasentt and ali other materials which 
—> necessary for the construction and og pment in whole or in part of 
esse. 

This is a measure which vitally affects the interests of our whole 
seaboard and our lake front. Let us examine from whence the bill 
emanates. The members of this special committee as originally ap- 
pointed were Messrs. DuNN of Arkansas, HotMAN of Indiana, M1115 
of Texas, KinG of Louisiana, BLiss of New York, Rankin of Wisconsin, 
McMILLIn of Tennessee, ComsTOCK of Michigan, Drive ey of Maine, 
Wapswokts of Kentucky, OsBoRNE of Pennsylvania, FELTON of Cal- 
ifornia, and Romxis of En ae Micmaieeeeh etibtow a 
Mr. CULBERSON, from the same State, took his place. Subsequently, 
upon the death of Mr. Rankin, Mr. ‘HAMMOND, of Georgia, was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. 

There have been presented in connection with the majority repor' 
the views of the minority, strongly opposing the passage of this bill and 
signed by six of the thirteen members of that committee, namely: 

essrs. DINGLEY, WALSWORTH, OSBORNE, BLIss, FELTON, and lto- 
MEIS. Of these six five ong puhcionn tn. Ge 2 See Nes 
as ha been elected as ublicans, r. Biss, of New 
York o Democrat. This leaves as the eames of the Committec 
voting in favor of this bill Messrs. Dunn, Hotman, Han- 
MOND, Kine, MCMILLIN, and CULBERSON—a bare major- 
ity of the committee. Each one of these gentlemen must have so voted, 
because united they form but a bare majority, and the vote of each one 
was necessary to order the report. Iam informed that, in fact, 
owe See when the vote was taken, and his vote must have 

cat by proxy. These seven are all entered in the Directory 4s 
having been upon the Democratic ticket. 
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Let us see—and I do it in no capgjous spirit; I do it with no desire | remains to be done to subject it to the hand of man. 


i 


except to inform the country as to the facts—let us see from what lo- 
calities these gentlemen reporting in favor of this measure, which so 
vitally affects the interests of our whole Atlantic and Pacific seacoast 
and our lake front, come. I find that one is from Forest City, Ark.; 
another is from Aurora, Ind.; another from Atlanta, Ga.; another from 
Vidalia, La.; another from Jefferson, Tex. ; another from Grand Rapids, 
Mich., and the seventh is from Carthage, Tenn. These places may be 
all large and growing seaport towns, but unfortunately they are not so 
laid down on any atlas which I have consulted. I understand that one 
or two, perhaps three, of these cities—I will not speak of them as vil- 

; Atlanta is certainly a growing city—are situated by the sides of 
streams which afford fair navigation for young ducks at seasons of un- 

water. 

Mr. MoMILLIN. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Does not that policy concerning our foreigh car- 
rying trade which benefits one American citizen benefit every Ameri- 
can citizen? 

Mr. BUCHANAN. It ought to, and generally I believe it does. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Then should we not seek to adopt that policy 
which will benefit every American citizen irrespective of where we 
live? ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN. We ought, and therefore I am surprised at the 
majority report. The bill benefits nobody, but on your principle 
strikes a disastrous blow at the whole people. It is not to the discredit 
of these gentlemen that they come from these inland towns. Nodoubt 
they are red in their respective localities. The fact that they are 
here gracing and honoring this House by their presence shows they are 
honored and respected where they are best known. But it does seem 
to me that this fact of their location is not necessarily a qualification 
for the wise performance of their duty as members of this committee. 
They certainly do not composea “‘jury of the vicinage.’’ I have given 
you the location of every one, and so far as I can find there is nota 
seacoast or lake-front town or port ted in that majority re- 
port. That may bea coincindence; I am bound to presume itis. But 
I find one or two further coincidences. The State of New York, whose 
principal port had last year a commerce of $724,592,509 of exports and 
imports, and paid 68.98 per cent. of all the duties collectéd in the 
United States, has but one member of the committee, while Texas, 
whose principal port, Galveston, had during the same period a com- 
merce in ex and imports of $13,836,524, has equal representation. 
The port of Boston, Mass., which last year imported $53,445,929 and 
exported $62,000,103, has no representation. Neither has Baltimore, 
with her $11,849,696 of imports and $45,052,904 of exports. 

Now what is it that these gentlemen have reported, and what great 
interest of this country is it that they would destroy? I use the words 
advisedly, ‘‘that they would destroy.’’ For the year ending June 30, 
1885, the total of the United States was 4,265,934 tons. Of 
this there was en in the foreign trade 1,262,814 tons; in the coast- 
ing trade 2,895,371 tons; in the whale fisheries, 25,184; and in the cod 
fisheries, 82,565 tons; making, as I have said before, an aggregate of 
4,265,934 tons. This is slightly larger than at any time since 1876, ex- 
i ge in the year 1884 it was exceeded by 5,295 tons. 

are being constantly rung upon our ‘‘decaying com- 
merece,’’ yet we have the second largest tonnage in the world. As has 
just been remarked by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DinaLry]: 

To-day tonnage of the United States is second only to that of Great Britain. 


the 
Our tonnage is nearly four times as |]. as that of either Germany or France, 
and our tonnage in the foreign trade alone is considerably larger than that of 


either of those nations. 

If any one will study the tables contained in the last report on com- 
merce and navigation he will be convinced that our tonnage is not de- 
caying, but that it is simply stationary, or upon the whole slightly in- 

inamount. We built for the year ending June 30, 1885, 920 


vessels with a tonnage of 159,056 tons. This tonnage was composed of 


5 ships, 3 barks, 3 barkentines, 379 schooners, and 143 sloops; this in- 
cludes only sailing vessels. The previous year we built 225,514 tons 
of a value exceeding $12,000,000. Our commerce, at least for the past 
decade, has not been decaying, and yet I frankly admit that our ocean 
carrying trade is not in that condition in which any American with his 
heart in the right place would desire to have it. In the palmy days of 
the oe ship we sent our sails toevery known port. That ship has 
practically disappeared. There are reasons for it. The costly steam- 
ship, the ‘‘ greyhound of the seas,” has taken her place. England had 
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We have been 
busily engaged in carving out homes for ourselves here upon this virgin 
soil and have been content that this ocean carrying trade should be done 
by other nations. The ocean freights have been so low that brain and 
enterprise and capital have sought employment and remuneration else- 
where, and particularly in constructing the thousands of miles of new 
railways and developing our enormous internal trade and domestic com- 
merce. 

There is another reason. Twenty-five years ago our ocean carrying 
trade was struck a blow from which it has not yet recovered. In look- 
ing over the figures I find that during the late war, because of reasons 
known to all, a large proportion of our vessels was put under other flags; 
thus in 1861 there were American vessels sold to foreigners aggregating 
26,649 tons; in 1862, 117,756 tons; in 1863, 222,199 tons; in 1864, 300,- 
865 tons; in 1865, 133,832 tons, or a total from the firing on Sumter to 
the surrender of Lee of 801,361 tons. I make no comment upon these 
figures. I leave them with the country. They tell their own tale. 
You can trace the history of those statistics in the light of burning ves- 
sels left by the Alabama and other rebel cruisers. 

Many other vessels, chartered or seized or bought by the Government, 
vielded to the exigencies of war and were forever lost to commerce. 

Can we increase our tonnage by the means proposed by this bill? 
We may buy ships, but they will not be American ships. They may 
fly the American flag, but they will still be a foreign production. No 
plank, or sail, or timber will tell of American enterprise or American 
labor; no swelling line or saucy rake of mast will tell of American 
brain and American skill. As well leta Caucasian father count among 
his sons the imported Asiatic who toils over his linen. As well send 
to the Clyde for a yacht to outsail the Genesta instead of depending 
upon our own Puritan. 

Why should these gentlemen from the interior press this bill upon 
us? Wedonotwantit. The Maritime Association of the Port of New 
York and the national board of steam navigation protest against it. 
These boards make the pertinent observation, ‘‘ We have our doubts 
increased as to the efficacy of this plan by finding that the nation which 
has been most successful in driving us from the sea is especially desir- 
ous for us to adopt it.” 

What interest can this committee have in pressing this bill? It will 
not benefit the interior. It can not make freights lower. They are 
below, far below, a paying point now. The tonnage of the world is 
now open—freely so—to the carriage of your cotton, your corn, your 
wheat. What more can youask? The bill will simply transfer the . 
ownership of some of that tonnage. It will enable a few capitalists in 
our great seaboard cities to buy steamships, but it will not enable them 
to run those steamships at rates lower, in any degree, than those at 
which they are now run. 

But this bill will destroy our ship-building. It will bring ruin to 
many an American home. It will transfer to the Clyde the work now 
done on the Delaware. It will transfer to English workshops and Nor- 
wegian ship-yards the work now done upon American shores. It will 
beggar the American shipwright for the benefit of the foreign artisan. 
It will fill our northern lakes with Canadian craft, while our own rot 
at our wharves. At best it may possibly advantage a few merchant 
princes, but the people at large will receive no benefit whatever. 

But I rose, Mr. Chairman, to more particularly call attention to the 
effect that in my judgment this measure will have upon our coasting 
trade. As has been seen by the figures which I have submitted, more 
than two-thirds of our tonnage is engaged in the coastwise and lake 
trades; in exact figures 2,895,371 tons. Of the large number of schoon- 
ers and sloops built each year the greater number are intended for 
that trade. 

The bill proposes to admit foreign vessels to an American registry and 
then allow them after they are thus admitted to ply wherever the own- 
ers may desire. I asked the question of the chairman of the commit- 
tee—at least I endeavored to get his attention during his remarks but 
he did not yield and I have since asked him in private—whether that 
is the purpose of the bill, and he informs me it is; and certainly the 
bill can bear no other construction. 

At the present time this coasting trade is entirely in our own hands. 
In it we have no foreign competition. As long as the laws of the land 
remain as they are it mustremaininourhands. Asthe law nowstands, 
no vessel built in a foreign country, unless captured in war or forfeited 
by law, can be admitted to an American registry. The law further 
provides that no vessel that is not of American registry can engage in 
the coasting trade. The result of those two provisions is that to-day, 
with the exceptions noted, no vessel] can engage in the coasting trade 


the costly plant to produce it, and the ever-ready subsidy to run it. | unless she has been built in the United States, in our own ship-yards, 


With the constant menace to enterprise of bills like the one under con- | by our own labor. No foreigner, no foreign vessel can enter into that 
sideration capital here hesitates to erect such expensive plant, and with | trade. The honorable chairman of the committee [Mr. DuNN] says 
the discrimination against our vessels in carrying the mails, the Gov- | that he desires to break down that restriction, and I, for one, thank 


ernment hinders instead of helps. 

Beside we have been developing this great country of ours. I never 
realized so fully until recently, as I spent day after day speeding across 
our Western prairies and through the far-reaching expanses of Texas, 
what a vast country we have and what an enormous amount of work 





him for taking such bold and aggressive ground upon this question. 
I thank him for coming out fearlessly and telling us precisely what he 


| wishes todo. We now know where to find him. He desires to break 


that down and to have the coastwise trade carried not merely in Ameri- 
can-built bottoms, but in bottoms built in any portion of the world. 








‘free trade and free ships. 
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He proposes to surrender the American vessel to the English, the German, 
the Canadian, and the Norwegian. He givesas his reason that freights 
are too high; that the American vessels are levying a tax upon com- 
merce, and that these American vessels have an odious monopoly of this 
trade. 

I want to say to the gentleman that he can not produce figures to 
substantiate any statement that these coastwise vessels are levying an 
unduly large tax upon commerce. The fact is that to-day the freights 
earned by the coasting vessels are lower in proportion to other things 
than they have ever been before in the history of this country. The fact 
is that all along the coast we have lines of railway that compete for 
that trade, and the vessels engaged in the coastwise and lake trade 
are carrying freights much cheaper than were ever known before, and 
at rates not remunerative to the capital employed. There is an old 
adage, a homely one, but one that it is sometimes well enough to ob- 
serve and live up to. It is this: Leave well enough alone. These 
freights are being carried exclusively by American vessels, commanded 
by American masters and manned by American sailors; the freight- 
money goes exclusively to Americans, and the freighter gets his wares 
transported at almost nominal cost. What more, in the name of all 
that is fair and just, can be asked? 

This coast trade is nomonopoly. Too many thousands of vessels are 
engaged in it to allow that to be possible. They are largely owned, 
in whole or in part, by the men who sail them, and competition is sharp 
and keen between them. My own State, small in area as she is, has a 
large water-front, stretching from nearly opposite Hastings-on-the- 
Hudson down the Hudson River, through the Kills, past Sandy Hook, 
down the Atlantic coast to the Delaware Capes, and up Delaware Bay 
and River to the head of tide water at Trenton. Quite two-thirds of 
her boundary is tide water. She owns one thousand and seventy-eight 
vessels—the greater proportion of them engaged in the coastwise trade. 
Many of these vessels are sailed to-day without a profit, some of them 
at an actual loss, and others lie idly at their wharves. Turn loose 
upon them the English ‘‘tramp’’ steamer and the Nova Scotian and 
Norwegian sailing vessels and they will rot in our streams. But if it 
were different, how could it affect you, gentlemen from the interior, 
who are forcing this bill upon us? These coastwise vessels do not carry 
the products of your sections. You ship your corn and wheat and cat- 
tle and cotton by rail to the most accessible seaport, and there lie 
now your loved English steamers ready to receivethem. These coasters 
carry the trade from port to port on the coast and lakes. We are the 
freighters; we are the carriers; we alone are the parties in interest. 
It is alone our concern; and we say to you that we have not asked your 
help, and in all courtesy we must protest against your interference. 

I want to thank the honorable chairman [Mr. DUNN] for another 
very frank expression of his. He did not hesitate in his speech to af- 
firm that this is a free-trade measure, and I sat and listened to him 
with interest as he rehearsed the beauties and advantages of free trade 
and free ships. I want to thank him for being so honest—for having 
the courage of his convictions—for telling us without circumlocution 
just what the passage of this bill will mean. It will mean to the la- 
bor of this country, it will mean to the capital of this country, it will 


mean to the manufacturer of this country, that the Forty-ninth Con- 
gress is in its lower House a free-trade Congress, and y to surren- 
der to England’s wishes as to free trade and free ships. 

The whole country will so interpret it. The people will know that 


every vote cast for this bill is a vote cast in the direction of free trade 
and in the direction of breaking down our system of protection. The 
gentleman has made the issue fairly and squarely, and I thank him for 
it and for one accept theissue. He informs us that no nation ever went 
to the front in the world’s carrying trade except under the policy of 
It was my fortune very recently to travel 
entirely through the State which is in represented, and ably rep- 
resented, on this floor by the distingui chairman of the committee, 
and as I looked at the grand possibilities of that State, as I saw what 
magnificent things the God of Nature has done for its inhabitants, I 
observed that there was yet one thing lacking. Fertile as is their soil, 
broad as are their acres, gigantic as are their forests, marvelous as are 
all the gifts of nature to them, they yet are dependent upon those of 
us who live farther East for the fabrication of everything that they use 
and of everything that they wear, and I thought, Oh! that these broad 
acres were filled up, not only with an agricultural people wresting a 
hard-earned subsistence from the soil, but that here and there along 
these magnificent water courses were erected great factories in which 
could be made those articles which the people require and must use! 
What an advantage it would be! Whata valuable addition to the re- 
sources of that State; and I, sir, am a better friend to him and to his 
section than he wots of when I stand in my place in this House and 
protest against the passage of any measure which will militate in any 
way against the maintenance of the protective system whicl. makes 
such factories possible. 

The gentleman tells us that the days of protection are past. Sir, as 
long a. a shall preserve their potletions as long as the Amer- 
ican laborer shall be intelligent enough to demand a proper recompense 
for his toil, as long as labor shall be crushed to the earth in other lands 


whether those lands be Europe, Africa, or Asia, just so long the pro- 
tectivesystem will endure in these United States of America, and instead 
of being past I say to that gentleman that much as I wish him long life, 


health, and ity, much as I wish that his days may be extended far 
beyond the limit allotted by the Psalmist, yet the grass will be growing 
green over his grave for many a year before America abandons her pro- 
tective system. 

A word in conclusion. I am an American, born on American soil, 
and reared in American ideas. By the grace of a portion of the Amer- 
ican people I occupy for the time being a seat in the American Congress. 
I am sent here to legislate for the best interests of the American people, 
native and naturalized. I could not be faithful to that trust and not 
oppose this bill. No American interest will be subserved, no spirit of 
patriotism will be awakened, by seeing the American flag flying over an 
English, Canadian, or Norwegian built ship. That spectacle may sat- 
isfy those who advocate this bill, but as for me, give mean Amcrican- 
built ship, with an American master, manned by American seamen, 


‘and flying the American flag at her fore. [Applause. ] 


Mr. DUNN. Mr. Chairman, if there is no other gentleman desiring 
to speak to-day, I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Crisp reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under consid- 
eration the bill (H. R. 7219) to amend sections 4132 und 2513 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States so as to authorize the purchase 
of foreign-built ships by citizens of the United States and to permit the 
same to be registered as vessels of the United States and to admit cer- 
tain materials to be used in the construction of vessels free of duty, and 
had come to no resolution thereon. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


Am from the Senate, by Mr. McCook, its Secretary, informed 
the House that the Senate had without amendment bills of the 
House of Representatives of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 473) granting a pension to William Boone; 

A bill (H. R. 556) granting a pension to Bridget Sherlock; 

A bill or R. 599) granting a pension to Mrs. Honorah Maloncy. 

A bill (H. R. 601) granting a pension to Alonzo V. Richards; 

A bill (H. R. 607) granting a pension to Jannet E. B. Smith; 

R. 1106) granting a pension to Mary B. Carll; 
R. 1252) granting a pension to Eugenia A. Smalley; 
R. 2070) granting a pension to William Paugh; 
R. 3287) for the relief of Silas Corzatt; 
R. 3321) for the relief of Samuel C. Fisher; 
R. 3478) granting an increase of pension to Alonzo May- 


A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill i 

A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 

nard; 

. R. 3741) granting a pension to Emeline Roberts; 

. R. 3753) granting a pension to John D. James; 

. KR an for the relief of Margaret Callanan; 

. R. 4586) for the relief of Nathan Hildabrant; 

. R. 4884) granting a pension to Rose A. McManus; 

903) granting a pension to Christian Smarzo; 

905) granting a pension to Aaron C. Johnson; 

4977) ting a pension to James N. Hair; 

5085) for the relief of Mary Hill; 

.R. cont granting a pension to Elizabeth B. Bell; 

A bill (H. R. 5937) granting a pension to Sarah Gregg; 

A bill (H. R. 6502) granting a pension to Luey Ann Drew; 

A bill Ky R. sms; to increase the pension of Isaac N. Hawkins; and 





oR-o) 
i 





PR 


A bill (H. R. 5789) to amend section 2552 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States. 

The m farther announced that the Senate had passed House 
bills of the following titles, with amendments, in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested: 

A bill (H. R. 3546) granting a pension to Amanda Housell ; 


A bill (H. R. 5038) for the relief of Stephen Sauer; and 

A bill (H. R. 6975) to establish additional life-saving stations. ; 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed bil!s oi 
the following titles, in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A bill (8. 864) to grant a pension to Mrs. Martha F. Woodrum; 

A bill (S. 722) for increase of pension to Mrs. Ellen M. Boggs: 

A bill (8. 161) granting a pension to Aun E. Tew; 

A bill (8. 924) granting a pension to Ellen Shea; 

A bill (8. 1184) granting a pension to Jane D. Mumford; 

A bill (8. 1582) for the relief of Alpheus R. French; 

A bill (S. 1660) granting a pension to Samuel E. Tracy; 

A bill (S. 1825) granting a pension to Elizabeth Forgey ; 

A bill (8. 1826) granting a pension to Andrew J. Burrell; 

A bill (8. 1958) granting an increase of pension to Addison A. Jack- 


son; 

A bill (S. 2105) granting a pension to Henry V. Very; 

A bill (8. 2113) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah Young; 

A bill ‘s. 2149) granting an increase of pension to Herman Baum- 
hager; 
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A bill (S. 1064) for the relief of James E. Waters; and 
A bill (S. 2437) providing in certain cases for the forfeiture of wagon- 
road grants in the State of Oregon. 


URGENT DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. a The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was 
referred with the amendments of the Senate the bill (H. R. 8762) mak- : oi : : : — ° 
ing iations to supply deficienciesin the appropriations for pub- a a R. _ relating to the ae eee ~ —_ 
lic printing, pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year ending = — oon the wares a was read twice by its title, anc 
June 30, 1886, have directed me to report back the same, and to move | 7@!¢"Ted to the Committee on Fisheries. 
non-concurrence in the Senate amendments. SESSION LAWS OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

The SPEAKER. Is the reading of the amendments demanded ? The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate two copies of 
[A pause. ] = - Ne —_—- on = motiun ar the session laws passed by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
from Pennsylvan e amendments be non-concu in. of Washington at the session of 1885~’86; which were referred to the 

The te > ted . ail inno Committee on Territories. 

Mr. mov reconsider the vote by which the motion PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be Taid on The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented resolutions adopted by the 


the table. ; , c : : : 
‘ common council of Norfolk, Va., calling the attention of Congress to the 
a eee bg rae Bg ie ethan great advantages afforded at the port of Norfolk for the establishment 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at3 e’eleck and 65 min = _— for me ——e of iron ships; which were referred to the 

; ommittee on Naval Affairs. 

utes p. m.) the House adjourned. Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, presented a petition of members of Ells- 
worth Post No. 19, Grand Army of the Republic, Corvallis, Oreg., 
praying that justice be done to the soldiers and sailors who fought in 
the late war of the rebellion by the passage of what is known as the 
Weaver bill; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. I present a memorial signed by the president 
and secretary of Grange No. 40, Patrons of Husbandry, State of New 
Jersey, remonstrating against the admission free of duty of all agri- 
cultural raw materials, such as wool, hides, jute, tobacco, raw sugar, 
&c., while these manufactured products are enjoying the benefit of pro- 
tection. Ialso present a memorial from Grange No. 38, Patrons of 
Husbandry, of Camden, N. J., of like import. I move the reference 


By Mr. FISHER: Memorial of the Knights of Labor, Local Assembly of the memorials to the Committee on Finance. 
. c ; : ’ The motion was agreed to. 
a ee Mich., asking for shorter hours of labor—to the Mr. HOAR. I present two petitions, each having the names ofa large 
aan . -+, | number of ship-owners and owners of cargoes and other prominent mer- 
By ee eee als te eee aap . Se chants, praying for the early and favorableattention of Congress to the bill 
— as . ° , on Anvalid *en- | (§. 4) to permit the owners of certain vessels and the owners or under- 
‘ . oa writers of cargoes laden thereon to sue the United States, which has 
ee tae beg to support Honse bill No. 8496— been reported favorably by the Committee on the Judiciary. I move 
_ By Mr. HERMAN: Petition from ex-Union soldiers of Oregon, favor- oe a : oaas a — 
ae — of the Weaver bill for extra compensation—to the same Mr. WHITTHORNE presented the petition of James W. Bowman, 
~— . - | late a private in Company C, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, praying to be 
a fooree o— a Dae 7 cee cores allowed a pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
= - 1 : : me Se aaes of the rand ‘hae of the Yas a ae Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of Fulton County, New 
the ce a Tnvali a’ Pensions. y public—to | York, praying that liberal appropriations be made for the maintenance 
By Mr. LANHAM: Petition of citi ef tee Getmatienn of Enatland of the National Board of Health; which was referred to the Committee 
: as on Appropriations. 
peak < ee eee pe or-eagageg Mr. HARRIS presented a petition signed by H. J. Forsdick, presi- 
By Mr McCOMAS: Petition of George Philips. of the District of Co- dent of the Memphis (Tenn.) Travelers’ Club, praying for the passage 
leat for ene of hoses onl wean a tn ae ehife carvice~to th of the bill prohibiting the several States from taxing non-resident trav- 
C ittes on War Claims. ago P _ © | eling salesmen; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
He also presented resolutions adopted by the cominon council of Nor- 
Fredes Coun iris. dhe setiot on ee of folk, Va., favoring the establishment of a yard for the construction of 
By Mr MonniLeT. P etiti on of citizens of Ohio, favoring the pas- iron steam-vessels at that place; which were referred to the Committee 
. - ; ; : ’ ; on Naval Affairs. 
sage of the scientific temperance instruction bill—to the Committee on | “fr, CAMERON presented a petition of the Philadelphia Board of 
By Mr. OSBORNE: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Philadelphia, Trade, favoring legislation enlarging the powers of the National Board 


: ; : of Health; which was referred to the Committee on Epidemic Diseases. 
cntGen the necessity of a department of commerce—to the Committee Mr. VEST presented resalutions adopted by the Board of Trade of 


Saint Joseph, Mo., remonstrating against the passage of the bill taxing 
oleomargarine; which were referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry. 

Mr. CONGER presented the petition of Matilda Heritage, of Monroe, 
Mich., praying that she be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BERRY, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 1905) for the relief of Theodore W. Tallmadge, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. WALTHALL, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 2401) to classify and fix the salaries of registers 
and receivers of United States land offices, reported it with amendments, 
and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. TELLER, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill (S. 2504) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to convey to Anson Rudd, of the State of Colorado, 
certain real estate in the county of Fremont, in said State; which was 
read twice by its title. 





SENATE. 
MonDAY, May 24, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butter, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and approved. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAKER: Petition of Mary E. Morse, president, Eunis E. 
Van Husen, a ent, Womans’ Indian Association of Rochester, 
x. in favor of Senate bills Nos. 53 and 54—to the Committee on 
Indian i 

By Mr. FINDLAY: Memorial of the Womans’ Indian Association of 
Maryland, praying for the passage of the Dawes bill—to the same com- 
mittee. 


on 

By Mr. PAYNE: Petition in favor of granting a pension to Electa 
Ann McColly, widow of William McColly, a soldier of the war of 1812— 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, petition of Carlton Dunn and others, of Sodus, N. Y., in favor of 
a tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Memorial of the Philadelphia Board of Trade, 
eee te the National Board of Health—to the Commit- 

ee 


on bos 
By Mr. RIGGS: Petition of N. D. McEvers and A. W. Beneis, of 
tezuma; of J. M. Baucum and others, of New Canton; of J. F. 
and W. H. Foster, of Martinsburg; and of J. M. A. Drake of 
ILL, for taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agri- 


following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
sale of all imitations of butter under the control of 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 

and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
and imposition, were presented, and severally referred to the Com- 


i ‘ie 
E 


i 


: 


“Sa : Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
By Mr. GROUT: Of C. D. Hazen and 28 others, citizens of Hartford, | ferred the bill (H. R. 2060) granting a pension to Margaret D. Mar- 
Vt., praying for a tax on oleomarygarine. chand, reported it without amendment. 
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BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE introduced a bill (S. 2605) for the relief of | 
Mary A. Lord; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLUMB introduced a bill (S. 2506) granting a pension to Sally 
Rehfeldt; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2507) granting an increase of pension 
to William E. Towner; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, introduced a bill (S. 2508) to authorize 
the Shoshone and Bannock Indians to sell to the Utah and Northern 
and Oregon Short Line Railway Companies certain lands situated upon 
the reservation of said Indians in Idaho, necessary to said railway com- 
panies for railway purposes, and for the relief of said railway compa- 
nies; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2509) for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of William T. Matlock, late receiver of public moneys at 
Oregon City, Oreg.; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SPOONER introduced a bill (8S. 2510) to correct the military rec- 
ord of D. Floyd Jones; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON introduced a bill (S. 2511) to authorize the con- 
struction of dry-docks at certain navy-yards to be hereafter selected 
by contract, and appropriating money for the same; which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (S. 2512) granting a pension to 
Henry Hayes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GORMAN (by request) introduced a bill (S.°2513) for the relief 
of the estate of John C. Thorapson, deceased; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also(by request) introduced a bill (8S. 2514) for the reliefof James 
I’, Hagan; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. HARRIS introduced a bill (S. 2515) to authorize the construc- 
tion of a bridge across the Mississippi River at or near Memphis, in the 
State of Tennessee; which was ane twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mx. PLUMB introduced a bill (8. 2516) toauthorize the construction 
of a bridge across the Mississippi River at Memphis, Tenn. ; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


AMENDMENTS TO RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, Mr. McPHERSON, and Mr. SHERMAN 
submitted amendments intended to be by them respectively 
to the river and harbor app! tion bill; which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerte, and ordered to be printed. 


POTOMAC RIVER BRIDGE. 


Mr. SHERMAN submitted the ee resolution ; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War en and report u 
the expediency of constructing a Government brid KY asuitable draw a 
approaches, from Ee at or near the foot of New York or New Hampshire 
avenue, on the = aa Sa ey ey 
a point on the Unite tes National Cemetery groun pees % 


connect in the best manner the public grounds on the two sides 
with estimates of the cost of the kind of bridge deemed by the Department most 
expedient, as well as the cost of alternative practicable, and 


ve plans 
which will not materially affect the navigation of the river. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. aA for the relief of Elias B. Moore; 

A bill (H. R. 190) for the relief of certain employ(s and others of 
the twelfth United States light-house district; 

A bill (H. R. 279) for the relief of T. H. Triplett; 

A bill (H. R. 248) for the relief of Henry Gee; 

A bill (H. R. 449 for the relief of John P. T, Davis; 

A bill (I. R. 658 658} for the relief of Francis W. Haldeman; 

A bill (H. R. + aa for the relief of J. R. Martin; 

A bill (H. R. 821) for the relief of Samuel M. Gaines; 

A bill (H. R. ma for the relief of Ernest H. Wardwell; 

A bill tr R. 1172) to remove the charge of desertion from the ree- 
ord of Franklin , alias S. E. E. Seelye; 

A bill (H. R. 1418) for the relief of Henry Martin; 

A bill (H. R. 1455) for the relief of Lysander H. Carroll; 

A bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Sidney R. Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 1628} for the relief of the Continental Fire Insurance 
Company, the Eagle Fire Insurance Company, the City Fire Insurance 
Company, and the Commercial Mutual Insurance Company, all of New 
York city; the Western National Bank, the Merchants National Bank, 
and the Maryland Fire Insurance Company, of Baltimore, Md. ; 
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A bill (H. R. - for the relief of William K. Hammond; 

A bill (H. R. 1813) for the relief of Pattison & Caidwell; 

A bill (H. R. 2156) for the removal of the charge of desertion {;. 
the record of Martin Murphy; 

A bill (H. R. 2195) for the relief of Christopher Schaefnocker; 

A bill (H. R. 2244) for the relief of J. M. English, administr: ator 
the estate of Richard Fitzpatrick, deceased; 

A bill (H. R. 2395) to authorize J. G. C. Lee, a major and quarte;. 
master in the United States Army, to issue a duplicate check and t). 
assistant treasurer of the United States at New York to pay _ ma e 

A bill (H. R. 2517) for the relief of the estate of Edwin T. 
ton, deceased ; 

A bill (H. R. 3384) for the relief of James M. Bacon; 

A bill Gr R. 3908) for the relief of John Ellis; 

A bill (H. R. 3909) for the relief of Harry Fisk; 

A bill ir R. 4139) for the relief of Thomas Sampson; 

A bill (H. R. 5175) extending the provisions and benefits of the ; pre- 
emption law to John E. White; 

A bill (H. R. 5553) for the relief of E. J. Phillips; 

A bill (H. R. 5554) for the relief of the legal representatives of (; 
Alexander Ramsay ; 

A bill (H. R. 5651) for the relief of David W. Low; 

A bill br R. 7773) for the relief of Capt. Hollister E. Goodwin ani 
his sureties; 

A bill (H. R. 8297) for the relief of Frank Shutt; 

A bill (H. R. 8596) for the relief of Beaufort Lee and others: 

A bill (H. I. 8676) for the relief of Lafayette Fowler. 

The message also announced that the House had insisted upon its 
disagreement to the third, fourth, and sixth amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill (H. IR. 5887) making appropriations for the service of the 
Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887; that 
it insisted upon its amendment to the fifth amendment of the Senate 
to the said bill; that it agreed to the conference asked by the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed 
Mr. BLount, Mr. Riaes, and Mr. BINGHAM managers of the confer- 
ence on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had disagreed to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 8762) making appropri:- 
tions to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for public printing 
pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1536 

a ene also announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill (S. 91) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act to grant a right o! 
way for a railroad and telegraph line through the lands of the Choctay 
and Chickasaw Nations of Indians to the Saint Lonis and San Fran- 
cisco Railway Company, and for other purposes;”’ 

8. a granting a pension to James E. O’Shea; 

8. 788) granting a pension to John L. Bruce; 

8. 789) granting a pension to John §. Williams; 

S. 895) granting a pension to Rachel Fleming Cellar; 
8. sna granting a pension to William Bethuren; 








and 


8. 1169) granting a pension to John 8. Bridges; 
S. 1235, granting an increase of pension to Joseph W. Rhine- 


(S. 1257) granting a pension to Henry Shively ; 

S. 1348) granting a pension to Sarah E. Henry; 

. 1357) granting a pension to Sarah A. Thomas; 

. 1726) granting a pension to Augustus Field Stevens; 

. 1770) granting a pension to J. H. Thornbury; and 

bill (Ss. 2022) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Hattie A. 


CONFEREES ON POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PLUMB. In connection with the message from the House o! 
Representatives announcing the appointment of a conference comm 
tee on the Post-Office appropriation bill, I desire to say that an error 
was committed in the appointment of the conferees on the part of the 
Senate upon that bill on Friday last, for which I was responsible. \ 
moment before I made the motion that the Senate insist on its amci\- 
ments I was in consultation with amember of thesubcommittee on t! 
agricultural iation bill, and without any thought about the 
matter at all, when the presiding officer called on me to name the con- 
ferees on the ‘part of the Senate upon the Post-Office appropriation |): 
I named the subcommittee on the agricultural appropriation bill, t« 
membership being the same except as to one member, and the name 
of Mr. CALL was announced as a member of the conference committ« 
in placeof Mr. Beck. I ask that the name of Mr. Beck be substitute: 
for that of Mr. CALL. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection, thie « 
being an inadvertence on the part of the Senator, it will be correct« 
in the Journal of Friday last, and Mr. Beck will take the place of \! 


CALL on the conference committee. 


SPECIAL DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILt. 
The PRESIDENT pro laid before the Senate the action of t! 
House of resentatives disagreeing to the amendments of the Sena 
to the bill (H. R. 8762) making appropriations to supply deficienci«: 
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in Codeine for public printing, pensions, and pay of the Army 
for the year ending June 30, 1886. 

On motion of Mr. ALLISON, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on its amendments to the said bill disagreed 


to by the House of See sas agree to the conference asked by the 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 


By unanimous consent the President pro tempore was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Mr. ALIIson, Mr. 
oz, and Mr. CoCKRELL were appointed. 


CONSIDERATION OF PENSION BILLS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further ‘‘concurrent 
or other resolutions’’ the Calendar is now in order. 

Mr. SAWYER. I movethat the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the individual pension bills on the Calendar in their order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Wisconsin moves 
that the Senate now to the consideration of pension bills on the 
Calendar reported favorably by the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Wisconsin has sub- 
mitted a motion which is not debatable. 

Mr. DOLPH. The Senator from Wisconsin yields to me for a mo- 
ment, however. 

Mr. SAWYER. If Icandoso without losing the floor. 
if the matter will not lead to any debate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will first inquire if unan- 
imous consent is given to the request of the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. CONGER. Does that interfere with the regular order, the Cal- 
endar? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It makes a new order. 
the individual pension bills on the Calendar. 

Mr. INGALLS. What does the Senator from Wisconsin ask ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Wisconsin asks 
unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
pension bills reported favorably from the Commuitce on Pensions. Is 
there objection? ‘The Chair hears none, and the first case will be re- 

rted. 

Mr. CONGER. That means that we are to go through with the un- 
objected cases. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The unobjected cases. 

Mr. DOLPH. Will the Senator from Wisconsin yield to me a mo- 
ment? 

Mr. SAWYER. 


I will yield 


It takes up 


I will, if it does not lead to debate. 
UBLIC LAND LAWS. 


Mr. DOLPH. I move that Order of Business 999, being the bill (S. 
2299) to ali laws providing for the pre-emption of the public 


lands, the laws allowing entries for timber-culture, and for other pur- 
poses, be made a special order for May 31, at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Mr. SEWELL. I object. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
not be entered. 

Mr. DOLPH. I make the motion that the order be made. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is not in order to submit a motion 
pending the unanimous consent to proceed to an order except by unan- 
imous consent. It is not in order to change that except by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. SAWYER. Of course I do not object to the request of the Sen- 
ator from 5 

Mr. DOLPH. The Senator from Wisconsin yielded the floor to me 
for the purpose of making the motion. I made the motion the other day 
under the head of ‘‘concurrent or other resolutions,’’ and the Chair 
ruled that the motion could not then be entertained. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there is objection it can not be 
taken up against the unanimous consent of the Senate. The Chair will 


Objection being made, the order can 


again submitit. Is there objection to the request made by the Senator 
from ? 

Mr. SEWELL. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, it can not now 
be considered. 


Mr. DOLPH. Is it in order to object to the bills moved by theSen- 
ator from Wisconsin ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order having been adopted by 
unanimous consent, it is too late for an objection to be interposed. 

Mr. DOLPH. I think there are other bills as important as pension 
ho in this body. The bill I desire to have taken up is a general 

Mr.SAWYER. It does not seem to me that the Senator from Oregon 
would wish to antagonize the pension bills. I have given him all the 
chanceI could. If he does so, of course he must take the responsibility. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first pension bill on the Calen- 
dar will be reported. 


WILLIAM F. HARMON, 


The bill S. 1642) granting a pension to William F. Harmon was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 


the name of William F. Harmon, late of Company C, One 
and forty-eighth Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 





| Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
| The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAw- 
| YER April 27, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1642) granting 
a pension to William F. Harmon, have examined the same, and report: 

The claimant in this case was a private in Company C, One hundred and for- 
ty-eighth Ohio National Guards, enlisted for one hundred days. He alleges 
that he had measles while in the service; that while sick he took cold, which 
resulted in pains and weakness in the chest; that it became permanent, and dis- 
abled him from performing manual labor. 

His application for pension is rejected ‘on the ground that the evidence fails 
to connect alleged disease of chest with measles, or that it is otherwise due to 
the service.” 

Reputable witnesses testify that he was a sound man before he entered the 
service, and that he has not been well since his discharge. The Surgeon-Gen- 
eral’s report shows that he was sick at the Home of the Sanitary Commission, 
Washington, D. C., but the Surgeon-General furnishes no evidence on the sub- 
ject. 

The soldier has filed ample testimony from his physicians and acquaintances, 
but he is unable to produce evidence of the character required by the Pension 
Office. 

There is sufficient ground for the conclusion that he was accepted as a sound 
man, and that he was otherwise when he was discharged, and that he con- 
tinues to be in a condition that prevents him from engaging in labor for his 
support. 

The committee are of the opinion that the claimant may properly be relieved 
to the extent he claims, and report the bill favorably with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
-be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN D. FINCHER. 

The bill (S. 1768) granting a pension to John D. Fincher was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of John D. Fincher, late of Company H, One 
hundred and thirty-second Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should liketo havethe report read in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Saw- 
YER April 27, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1768) granting 
a pension to John D. Fincher, have examined the same, and report: 

The claimant was a private in Company H, One hundred and thirty-second 
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

He was discharged on the 24th day of February, 1863. Prior to his discharge 
he was in the United States general hospital at Philadelphia sixty days, and in 
his certificate the surgeon says: “‘ The disease was contracted by exposure and 
fatigue while performing the duties of a soldier.” The surgeon adds that he 
was discharged for “‘ general debility, which will disable him from performing 
the duties of a soldier for a great length of time.” 

The report of the Surgeon-General says: “ He enteyed Saint Aloysius hos- 
pital, Washington, D.C., November 16, 1862, with diarrhea;’’ that he entered 
general hospital, Race street, Philadelphia, December 15, 1862, with bronchitis, 
and was discharged from service February 25, 1863. 

The Adjutant-General reports him in hospital at Warrenton, Va. ; that he was 
left sick at Warrenton ; that muster-roll of company, dated May 24, 1863 reports 
him discha for disability at Race Street hospital, as above. 

Comrade Francis M. Thomas testifies : 

“That he knew said John D. Fincher since early boyhood; that for at least 
five years prior to his enlistment he had opportunities of seeing him daily, and 
that he had no reason to doubt his soundness of health; that he was a comrade 
of his inCompany H, One hundred and twenty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
and that he was taken sick at or near Warrenton, Va., in the fall of 1862, and 
from there sent to Washington to hospital; that he believes said John D. Fincher 
still suffers from the effect of his sickness and exposure.’ 

Thistestimony was given on the l0thof March, 1884. 

The claimant alleges that at Warrenton, Va., November 15, 1362, he contracted 
bilious fever, followed by chronic diarrhea and lung trouble. 

The examining surgeon identifies chronic diarrhea, but not lung disease ; but 
he a may besome pleuriticadhesions. The examining board find noth- 
ing the matter with him; a circumstance so inconsistent with the whole record 
of the case as to be inexplicable to the committee. The proof of his former 
soundness, of his contracting disease, and of its present existence is so satisfac- 
tory as to justify the committee in reporting the bill favorably, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Someihing ought to be done with that examining 
board. Here is a board specifically appointed for the purpose of ex- 
amining applicants for pensions. It is presumed to be composed of 
competent men, skilled in their profession, experienced in the detec- 
tion of diseases and disabilities for the performance of manual labor; 
and that board find nothing the matter with thisapplicant. Thecom- 
mittee say that it is ‘‘a circumstance so inconsistent with the whole 
record of the case as to be inexplicable’ tothem. May it not be that 
this alleged disability is the inexplicable matter, in view of the find- 
ing of this board that this man has no physical disability for manual 
labor, the only ground upon which a pension can be granted. 

I desire to call the attention of the committee to this important fact 
as set forth in their report. According to the report of the examining 
board this claimant is not entitled to a pension. If he is entitled to it 
he ought to have it, and if he is not he ought not to have it. 

Mr. SAWYER. The whole record of the man shows that he was in 
hospital at Philadelphia and at various other points. I suppose that 
he came before the board and they could not see anything the matter 
with him, and simply said so. I putthat in the report which I made, 
because I believe in telling both sides fully. 


Mr. COCKRELL. The report isright; I have no doubt about that. 
Mr.SAWYER. I have noquestion that the man deserves a pension. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I think we had better let the case go over for to- 
day, and let the Senator from Wisconsin make a little further exami- 
nation. 


Mr. SAWYER. I have no objection to the case going over. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


The bill will be passed over, retain- 
ing its place on the Calendar. 


JOSEPH MAYS. 


The bill (8. — granting a pension to Joseph Mays was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Joseph Mays, late of Company M, Ninth Regiment 
Kansas Cavalry Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the report, submitted by Mr. SAaWyeER April 
27, 1886, as follows: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1654) granting 
a pension to Joseph Mays, have examined the same, and report: 

hat the records in this case show that claimant enlisted July 1, 1863, as opt 

vate in Company M, Ninth Kansas Cavalry, and was discharged <r, 17, 1865. 
n 


Declaration for pension filed June 22, 1880, alleging gunshot wound in left arm, 
shattering both bones. 

Claim rejected April 23, 1885,0n the ground that “ records fail to show the 
circumstances under which alleged wound wis received, and claimant has de- 
clared his inability to furnish satisfactory evidence showing its receipt while 
in line of duty.”” The committee is unable to determine why this pension was 
not granted through the Pension Office, or what that office considers “‘ satisfac- 
tory evidence.” 

In this case there is, 


(1) Claimant's statement, which is corroborated by the records sent to the 
Pension Office from the War Department, in which occurs this statement : 


‘Regimental hospital register shows Joseph Mays admitted July 26, 1864, with 
gunshot wound, forearm.” 


(2) Tne affidavit of W. Wakefield, M. D., the imental surgeon who dressed 
claimant's wound, and who describes minutely the circumstances attending it. 
(3) The affidavit of Capt. John L. Price, Company M, Ninth Kansas ev 


that claimant was out on a foraging expedition, and was attacked by -bus 
whackers and wounded, 


(4) The letter of John L. Price, late Captain Ninth Kansas Cavalry, corrobo- 
rating claimant's statement, and that wound was received in the line of duty. 

(5) The affidavits of comrades James Lansing and George R. Bowser, who 
were — claimant and near him when he was shot in a skirmish with bush- 
whackers. 

(6) A letter written to John H. Osborn, and signed O. P. G. Clarke, of the Pen- 
sion Office, asking about the circumstances of the wounding, and on the back 
of that letter Mr. John H. Osborn states that he knew Joseph Mays, and knew 
be was wounded in the left arm, and thinks he was foraging at time. 

(7) Testimony of John H. Osborn, corroborating above. 


In addition to the above there is the certificate of Examining Surgeon E. I. 
Prothrow, as to the wounds and the effect. 

It would appear that the evidence is abundant as to when, where, and how 
the wound was received, and that its co uences still incapacitate the claim- 
nnt from performing full manual labor. Taking into consideration all the evi- 
flence on file in this case, the committee believe it to be their duty tu report in 
‘avor of this bill and recommend its passage. 


Mr. COCKRELL.” I confess that this is a case which surprises me. 
Here is the Pension Office rejecting this claim on the 23d of April, 1885, 
on the ground that the records failed ‘‘to show the circumstances under 
which the alleged wound was received, and claimant has declared his 
inability to furnish satisfactory evidence showing its receipt ’’—that is, 
the receipt of the wound—‘‘ while in the line of duty.’’? There is the 
solemn affidavit of the claimant himself that he can not furnish satis- 
factory evidence that the wound was received in the service and in the 
line of duty; and yet we find here in this bundle of pension papers as 
set out in the report the affidavit of W. Wakefield, M. D., the regi- 
mental surgeon who dressed the claimant’s wound and who described 
minutely the circumstances attending it. Then we find the affidavit 
of Capt. John L. Price, Company M, Ninth Kansas Ca , that the 
claimant was out on a foraging expedition and was attacked by bush- 
whackers and wounded; then the letter of John L. Price, late captain 
Ninth Kansas Cavalry, corroborating claimant’s statement, and that 
the wound was received in the line of duty; and then the affidavit of 
two of his comrades, James Lansing and George R. Bowser, ‘‘ who were 
with claimant and near him when he was shot in a skirmish with bush- 
whackers.’’ Yet with that evidence the claimant says that he is unable 
to furnish satisfactory evidence that the wound was received while in 
the service and in the line of duty, and the Pension Office reject the 
claim because they have not any evidence that the wound was received 
in the service and in the line of duty. 

I say this report is remarkable as well as is the action of the Pension 
Office. The evidence seems to have been discredited in toto in the Pen- 
sion Office; that is, if this evidence was there at all. It seems impos- 
sible that the Pension Office should have received this evidence and 
rejected the claim upon it, and this is certainly a claim which ought to 
have been considered in the Pension Office. - 

Mr. SAWYER. That is what I thonght. I have no doubt about it 
at all, but I thought it was a sort of oversight in some manner, I could 
not say why. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Idonot think that the Pension Office with its em- 
ployés has any right to treat cases in that way and send them here to 
Congress for relief. The Pension Office has ample power and it has am- 
ple machinery to make this investigation to ascertain the truth. 
Here is a letter from the captain of the company. Whether that letter 
was written to the Pension Office or written to some other party, or 
whether it was considered as evidence or not, we do not know. The 
Pension Office has the power to send and have an examination made to 
ascertain the facts. 

The chief of the division who permitted the to be rejected upon 


such evidence as is set forth in the report ought to be discharged from 
that office and some competent man put in ee 





I think the case ought to be referred back to the Pension Office. | 
do not think Congress ought to take up and consider a case of that kind 
without calling the attention of the Pension Office to it. 

Mr. SAWYER. I have no objection to that course. 

Mr. HOAR. Is not that rather hard on the petitioner? 

Mr. SAWYER. It is a little hard on the petitioner. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is not hard on the petitioner, because if th. 
facts are as set forth, when the attention of the superior officer is calleq 
to it he will grant the application and he will get the pension then from 
the date of the application instead of the date of the passage of the 
bill, which is a very material circumstance. 

Mr. HOAR. I think the observation of the Senator from Missourj 
will have the effect on the Pension Office that the sending of the cise 
to them would have. His words undoubtedly will meet the eye of the 
Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. PLATT. I presume by an examination of the report that the 
question at the Pension Office was whether the foraging expedition which 
the soldier was out in was an authorized or an unauthorized one. | 
presume that is the difficulty in the matter. It seems to have been , 
question as to whether he was in the line of duty, not whether he was 
actually wounded, and he admits that he has furnished all the evidence 
he can on that score. If the committee have examined the question as 
to whether he was in the line of duty or whether the foraging expedi- 
tion was authorized, I should think we had better pass the bill. 

Mr. SAWYER. I think we had better not send the case back. It 
would be pretty hard on him. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then let the bill go over. 

Mr. INGALLS. The reference of this bill or this claim to the Pen- 
sion Office would be rather an extraordinary proceeding. I know ot 
nothing to which it could be assimilated. The Pension Office is a 
branch of an Executive Department, and I am unable to see how, juris- 
diction being vested in the Pension Office and they having acted ad- 
versely, rejecting the claim, we can say here that the measure shail be 
again referred to the Pension Commissioner or the Pension Bureau with 
directions, I suppose, to reverse the decision. Otherwise it would be 
idle to send it back. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri with- 
draws his suggestion, the Chair understands. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I shall not make any motion to refer the bil! to 
the Pension Bureau. I think it is a case that the office ought to have 
acted upon, and I think their attention ought to be called to it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BARTOLO THEBANT. 


The bill (S. 2151) to pension Bartola Thebant, a soldier in the Florida 
Seminole Indian war of 1849 and 1850, was considered as in Committec 
of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS, JANE R. M’QUAIDE. 

The bill (S. 1852) granting a pension to Mrs. Jane R. McQuaide 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Jane R. McQuaide, mother of F. «. 
McQuaide, deceased, late a private in Company C, Ninth Regiment o! 
Pennsylvania Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ISABELLA JESSUP. 
The bill (S. 1853) granting a pension to Isabella Jessup was consi(- 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 


sion-roll the name of Isabella Jessup, widow of Mahlon Jessup, de- 
ceased, late a private in Company D, Fourteenth Regiment of Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN M’KERNAN. 


The bill (S. 1817) for the relief of John McKernan was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name of Jolin Mc- 
Kernan, of the Soldiers’ Home, Washington, on the pension-rol!, 01 
account of disability contracted while in the service of the United 
States as a second-class private of ordnance in the Ordnance Department 
of the Army, at Benicia arsenal, California. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report submitted by Mr. 54\- 


YER April 27, 1886: 

pension to John tan tee a ——_ Rae peeees® 
The = same, and report : 
soldier who fora in this case is aS 7 of age, and 
sufferer from a disease continuously twenty years. Heclaims that he 
=p S of the feet,the medical name of which he does not 
that of his long service, aud 
Surgeon-General identifies his disability : 

snere enicl ‘ California, December 9, 
in line of duty (report 
discharged from serv- 


i 
| 
i 
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ice May 27, 1885, on expiration of term of service; disease originating in line of | as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
dut 3; an yl 5 dhe treube ice hice ho cafes in he roll the name of George Faulk, late of Company F’, Tenth Ohio Cavalry. 
line of his duty, and thatthe Army ns were unable to cure wim. The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
‘At the bottom of the Surgeon-General’s report there is this note: or be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
“Attention is invited to indorsement of Maj. C. C. Bayne, surgeon United : a , 
: DAVID A. IRELAND. 
The bill (S. 2009) granting a pension te David A. Ireland was con- 


This is Rat Su Bayn 

w rgeon e says: 

“ ithin itted , J 19, 1885, : 7 ; > > 

The w named man was admitted to the Soldiers’ Home June cai | sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of David A. Ireland, of South Bend, Ind., late 
captain of Company C, Fiftieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


he ha served over twenty years asa soldier. He underwent no physica 
exami on admission. He reported at sick call July 1, 1885, with chronic 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


eczema of leg. He is now a patient in this hospital, suffering from the effects 
JAMES W. M’CROSKEY. 


of habitual intemperance.” 
The comalliae cme unable to determine whether intemperance has 
The bill (S. 1960) granting a pension to James W. McCroskey was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 


aggra- 

vated disease disease has vated intemperance. Accepting the 
roof = it is Mee ai both exist, dees is a The bill is there- 

pension-roll the name of James W. McCroskey, late a member of Com- 

pany B, Fifth Regiment of Iowa Infantry Volunteers. 


re reported favorably, with the recommend that it do pass. 
Mr. COCKRELL. That isa remarkable case. The committee are 
unable to determine whether the intemperance has increased the dis- 
ease or the disease has increased the intemperance. I think, as he is 
in the Soldiers’ Home, the case had better be passed over. 

Mr. SAWYER. I have no objection to that course. The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the bill will | be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

. E. 8. BISHOP. 

The bill (S. 2028) granting a pension to E. 8. Bishop was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the name of E. 8. Bishop, late a private in Company A, Eleventh Mis- 
souri Regiment Volunteer Infantry. 


be passed over. 
JOHN RASLER. 
The bill (S. 1635) granting a pension to John Rasler was considered 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 


as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of John Rasler, late a member of Company C, One hun- 
dredth Regiment Indiana Infantry Volunteers. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
April 27, 1886: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2028) grantime 
a pension to E. 8. Bishop, have examined the same, and re 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
—_ 
he petitioner was a private in Company A, Eleventh Missouri Volunteers. 


WILLIAM H. WEAVER. 
The bill (S. 1421) granting a pension to William H. Weaver was con- 
He enlisted July 6, 1861, and was discharged January 29, 1863. He applied for 
pension February 20, 1882, claiming disability from chronic diarrhea resulting 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes te place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of William H. Weaver, late a private in Company I, 
= and forty-third & ent of Pennsylvania Volunteer In- from —— fever. — ae of a coed the — on the 
° ¥ that sic ble di ilit ist ince discharge. It isi yi- 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to dence that he was sick with typhoid dour, and diarrhea while in the service, 
i ; ti ; . : i that rf ieabled chat : -y : 
be en for a third ing, the third wane, and pas , on the autine areot the aoiain that the calidon fo ‘established his deans 
JOHN P. TAYLOR. - — evidence. The bill is reportéd favorably, with a recommendation 
The bill (S. 1779) for the relief of John P. Taylor was considered as | ‘t it do pass. 
in Comiasttnas of = Whole. It proposes to siege on the pension-roll The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
the name of John P. Taylor, late a private in Company I, Eighth Ten- be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
nessee Cavalry Volunteers. ELIZABETH SIRWELL 
ana snperted ae ane aithont amnaniineat, — = The bill (S. 2253) nentinn a munsieat to Elizabeth Sirwell was con- 
be engry fee 2 thind : the Chiat time, and pamed. sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Elizabeth Sirwell, widow of William Sirwell, 


JOHN REED, SR. 
The bill (S. 1626) granting a pension to John Reed, sr., was consid- | Jate colonel of the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


ered as in Committee,of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of John Reed, sr., of North Branch, Mich., depend- | he engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MARY VON KUSSEROW. 


ent father of John Reed, jr, late a private in the Seventh Michigan 
The bill (S. 2254) granting an increase of pension to Mary von Kus- 


=a 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to ° L ‘ I 

be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. serow was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension-roll the name of Mary von Kusserow, widow of 


eae BLS. y : the late Lieutenant Colonel Charles von Kuesserow, Second United 

The bill (S. 1783) granting an increase of pension to George Bliss | States Veteran Volunteers, and to pay her a pension corresponding with 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on | the rank of a lieutenant-colonel, in lieu of the pension she now receives. 
the pension-roll the name of George Bliss, late a private in Company I, Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
Thirty-fourth ent Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, at the rate The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
of $8 per month, in lieu of the pension he is now receiving. April 27, 1886: 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. M. C. MILES. 

The bill (S. 1627) granting a pension to Mrs. M. C. Miles was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mrs. M. C. Miles, of Lansing, Mich., widow 
= Marcus H. Miles, late a first lieutenant in the Eleventh Michigan 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CHARLES G. PARIS. 

The bill (S. 1673) granting a pension to Charles G. Paris was con- 

sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of Mary von 
Kusserow, have examined the same,and report: 

The petitioner is the widow of Charles von Kusserow, who was appointed 
first lieutenant Third Independent Battery, New York Light Artillery, in Jan- 
uary, 1862,and in December of the same year was appointed captain. On the 
4th of June, 1865, he was commissioned lieutenant-colonel of United States Vete- 
ran Volunteers,and was mustered out March 30,1866. The officer died of dis- 
abilities the incurrence of which was by competent proof connected with his 
service,and the widow was allowed $20 a month,the pension rating with the 
rank of captain. She has since applied for an increase of pension correspond- 
ing with her husband’s rank as lieutenant-colonel, which was his rank at the 
time of his death, but it was denied by the Pension Office on the ground that 
the diseases of which the officer died originated while in the line of duty as 
captain. 

During the protracted pendency of her case in the Pension Office, Major-Gen- 
eral Hancock, to whose command Lieutenant-Colonel Kusserow belonged, re- 
peatedly wrote to the Commissioner of Pensions, and in his ‘etters referred to 
. the worthiness of the officer,and urged action on the case. In November, 1880, 
pension-roll the name of Charles G. Paris, late of Company H, Seventy- | the Commissioner wrote to the petitioner detailing the difficulties inthe way of 

. yr j One y is i » g i rie » f; t 
ninth t Ohio Infantry Volunteers. granting her request, but concluded by informing her that in view of the fact 


" that “he received a sun-stroke in 1865, he failed thereafter to enjoy his usual 
The was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to | health, I have deemed it proper to cause a reissue to be made in your case, and 





be engrossed for a third readi read the third time, and passed. to allow you a pension as the widow of alieutenant-colone!. 
ne: x F P | In consideration of these facts, the committee report a bill for the relief of the 
MARY J. HAGERMAN. | petitioner, giving her the pay corresponding with the rank of lieutenant-colo- 


The bill (s. 2160) granting a pension to Mary J Hagerman was | nel, which was her husband's rank when he died, and recommend that it do 

id i C * ener | pass. 

pee. rer eiarh. team me eae Bence on the Mr. COCKRELL. If she is now receiving, as is stated in the letter 
» , © o> 


Fift ays of the Commissioner of Pensions, written in 1880, a pension according 
“Tiel ee aes ts Petites, uate menetnens, Yerdered to to the rank of her husband, that of alieutenant-colonel, why pass this 
4 ; : ; bill? 
~ engromed for # third reading, read the third time, and passed. Mr. SAWYER. I do not understand that. 
GEORGE FAULK. Mr. COCKRELL. What does the report say? 


The bill (8. 2147) granting a pension to George Faulk was considered In November, 1890, the Commissioner wrote to the petitioner detailing the 
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difficulties in the way of granting her request, but concluded by wey her 
that in view of the fact that “he received a sunstroke in 1865, he failed there- 
after to enjoy his usual health, I have deemed it proper to cause a reissue to be 
made in your case,and to allow you a pension as the widow of a lieutenant- 


Mr. SAWYER. He wrote that, but the papers do not show that he 
did it. This bill is to carry that out. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Who is itin the Pension Office that refuses to 
carry out the orders of the Commissioner ? 

Mr. SAWYER. I do not know. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Has there been any application to the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions to carry out that order and to pay a pension to this 
woman according to the rank of her husband, a lieutenant-colonel ? 

Mr. SAWYER. Ican onlytell youfrom the report. I can not carry 
all the details in my head. I remember something about it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask that the case go over that it may be looked 
into. 

Mr. SAWYER. We only give her the same thing. 
why you should not let this bill go through. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I do not think Congress ought te be called upon 
to perform departmental work. I do not believe that our time should 
be consumed in attending to pension details that the Pension Office 
have the right and the power to attend to. 

Mr. SAWYER. I have no objection. I have no objection to send- 
ing it back to the committee if you desire. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I want the Departments to do their duty. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator move to recom- 
mit the bill? 

Mr. SAWYER. No; I do not move it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Isimply ask that it go over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator can look into it and ascertain why. 
the Pension Office has not attended to it. 


PATRICK FINAGAN. 


The bill (S. 2255) granting a pension to Patrick Finagan was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-rol] the name of Patrick Finagan, late a private in Company A, 
First Battalion, Sixteenth United States Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JESSE H. STRICKLAND. 


The bill (S. 1493) for the relief of Col. Jesse H. Strickland was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. The Committee on Pensions 
proposed to amend the bill in line 6, before the word ‘‘colonel ’’ to in- 
sert ‘‘acting;”’ and in line 8, after the word ‘‘and,”’ tostrike out “‘ that 
he be allowed,’’ and insert ‘‘ pay him;’’ so as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and heis hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Jesse H. Strickland, formerly act- 
ing colonel of the Eighth Regiment of Tennessee Cavalry, United States Vol- 
unteers, and pay him a pension at the rate of $30 per month, 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case to know why 
an acting colonel is allowed a colonel’s pension. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem The report will be read. 


The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAIR 
April 27, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S, 1493) for the re- 
lief of Jesse H, Strickland, have examined the same, and report: 

Your committee have ully examineti the facts set forth in the annexed 
petition and affidavits, showing that the claimant raised a 
in the Army of the United States, but succumbed to disease 
tually musteredin. His claim can not, therefore, ee eeeeaee 
the general law, but is a just and equitable one for relief by ex. 

We ‘therefore report back the bill with a recommendation that itdo pass, with 
the following amendments: Strike out the word “ colonel,” in the title; also, the 
words *‘that he be allowed,” in the eighth line, and insert in lieu thereof the 
words “pay him.” 

Brief of claim for invalid pension of Jesse H. Strickland : 

This bill is to authorize the name of Col. Jesse H. Strickland to be placed on 
the pe nsion-rolls of the Government. 


The reason for asking a special act instead of proceeding by claim in the Pen- 
sion Bureau is this: 


Ido not see 


finally aggregating seven or eight hundred men. Many months of time and 
much money was spent in thiswork. It was performed under promise of being 
commissioned as colonel, and the t was first as the Fifth bu’ 

afterward as the Eighth Tennessee walry. As men were mustered in, com- 


panies were formed and officers nted, captains, majors, and finally a lieu- 


tenant-colonel. During all this e Mr. Strickland was regarded as a colonel 
so designated in official 50 when he was incommand. Ascolonel 
he was in command of Convalescent Camp, at Camp Nelson, Ky., and as such 


his name was signed and respected in the 
partments. But, unfortunately for him, 
mustcred into service, he was taken sick, and 
treatment, and from the diseases thus con! the 
service of the United States he has never recovered. 
While thus sick and under medical care, in the fall and winter of 1863, the 

— of troops at the front was urgent, 

tary governor of Tennessee, feeling that the public interests must override 
vate rights, consolidated with the two 
recruits obtained by S. V. K. Patten, appointed Patten to be colonel, thus com- 


f 
z 


pues claim, and he therefore asks pension by a 5 
e 


Cavalry. You will 


= hotel, and consider him an out patient, and extend to him your best attey- 
ion. 








pleting the regiment, sending it to the field, and depriving the claimant , 
right to be mustered as colonel. 


Under these circumstances the Pension Office can not have jurisdiction of), 
i cial act of Congress. || 
rewith submits testimony toshow his sickness in the service and conti, 


ever since. He is also asking of Congress a legal recognition of his right as ,. 
onel, and evidence of his service as such has been filed with the proper ; 
tee of the House of Representatives. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Disrrict or CoLuMBIA, 


County of Washington, ss: 


In the matter of pension by special act, Jesse H. Strickland, late colone| })\, 
T 


‘ennessee Cavalry, United States Volunteers. 
On the 30th day of January, 1863, authority was granted me by Preside), | 


coln to recruit and organize a regiment of cavalry of loyal Tennessceans ¢,. 
service in the Federal Ariny, and while recruiting and command of the sai 
ganization, and in the line of hisduty at Camp Nelson, Ky., on or about the). 
of September, 1863, he contracted intermittent fever, and while convales ¢ 
went to Murfreesborough, Tenn., andthenceto Nashville, Tenn., where he j\,, 
a relapse of his disease, which terminated in typhoid fever and rheunatis 
the former having resulted in lung complaint, 
bility, and which, with rheumatism, have continually existed from time to {);,, 
since leaving the service. The applicant has resided 

a resident of Brook] 
past twenty years. 4 
a man of good sound physical health, his weight at that time being 175 pounds 
and his present weight being 141 pounds. That heis now disabled from 0}, 
ing his subsistence by manual labor, by reason of his injuries above descri}e, 
received in the service of the United States, and he therefore mnakes this dec),r,. 
tion for the purpose of being placed on the pension-rolls of the United State. 


motrhages, and genera! ¢, 


in Tennessee, and is po, 
n, Kings County, New York, where he has resided fo; {),, 
hat prior,to his entry into the United States service he y 


JESSE H. STRICKLAND. 
Late Colonel Bighth Regiment Tennessce Cavalry, U.S. Vo); 
LEXINGTON, Seplember 17, 1363 


Doctor: This will be handed to you by Colonel Strickland, Eighth Tenness¢. 
lease obtain for him one of the most comfortable rooms |, 


Respectfully yours, 
ALEX. T. WATSON, 


Surgeon U. 8. V., Superiniendent Hospitals, Central Kentucky. 
A. A. Surgeon R. M. Lacky, U. 8. A., 
In charge of Post Hospital, Crab Orchard, Ky. 
Mepicat Drrecror’s Orrice, Louisville, Ky., Sepiember 4, 1563 


I certify that I have carefully examined J. H, Strickland, colonel of Eighth 
East Tennessee Cavalry, and find him suffering from intermittent fever, and he 


will not be able to rejoin his regiment for ah some days. 


IAM W. GOLDSMITH, 
A, A. Surgeon U.S. A., member of Board of Examiners. 
[Indorsements.] 
Mep. Directror’s Orrice, 9ru A. C., Lexinglon, Sept. 9, 1%6:. 
Col. Strickland should rest and take medicine for five or six wecks. 
J. E. MAcDONAL, 
Surg. U. 8. V. & Act. Med. Director 9th A. ( 
H’pq’R 9ru A. C,, Mep. Din, Orrice, Lexington, Ky., Sept. 17, 
Col. Strickland is not yet able, in my opinion, to join his command. 
JOHN E. MacDONAL, 
Surg. U. 8. V. & Act. Med. Dir. 9th A, 
HickmMAN Bripce Hosprran, Camp Nelson, Ey., Sept. 19, 1808 
I have carefully examined Col. Strickland, of 8th E. Tenn. Cav., and find him 
unfit to perform field duties, because of debility following an attack of fever; 
and in my opinion it will be several weeks before he will be able for the duties 
of his corps. 
A, C. SWARTZWELDER, 
Surg. U. 8. V. in charac 


District or CoLUMBIA, 8s: 


In the matter of the nm claim of Jesse H. Strickland, late colone! of the 
Eighth 


‘ennessee Cavalry (Tennessee Volunteers). 

Personally came before me, a clerk 6f the supreme court in and for afor 
said district, R. J. Meigs, jr., aged fifty-five years, citizen of the city of Washing 
ton, D. C., well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and wh 
being duly sworn, declares in relation to aforesaid case as follows: That [ 1.1 
well acquainted with the said Jesse H. Strickland, and was intimately © 
qainted with him for many years prior to the late civil war; that I knew of m) 
own personal acquaintance that he was prior to his services in the United Stats 
Army a man of good sound health and constitution, and competent to rendc: 

military service in the Army of the United States. 

I further declare that I have no interest in said case, and am not concern! 
in its prosecution. 

(sEaL.] R. J. MEIGS, Jr 


District or CoLumBiA, County of Washington, ss: 


In the matter of pension claim of Col. Jesse H. Strickland, Eighth Tennessee 
Cavalry, United States Volunteers. 

Personally came before me Francis W.Strickland, a citizen of the town © 
Brooklyn, county of State of New York, well known to me to be repuls 
ble ‘and entitled to and who, being duly sworn, declares in relation to 

case 


aforesaid as follows: E 
I, Francis W. Strickland, late first lieutenant and commissary of subsistence 
Eight Tennessee Cavalry, United States Volunteers, was with the said com: 
mand af Camp Nelson, tucky, on or about May 12, 1863. . 
about November, 1863, on my return through Lexington. Ky., to (" 
I met the claimant, and he was suffering from the effc«'- 
fever and rheumatism and an injury sustained by |: 


Previous to his entering the service he was a robust and healthy man, a0 
ever since his discharge he has been in feeble health, and more or less diss!!! 
from the effects of the above diseases. 

Senta Seeders om the mili- 

ofrheumatism and the results of fever have co: 

that time until the present, and he has been unable to perfor™ 
FRANCIS W. STRICKLAND, 


Late First Lieutenant and ence, 
States Volunters. 


: 
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Drsrreicr or Couumsia, Cily of Washington, ss: 
In the matter of claim of Jesse H. Strickland, late colonel of Eighth Regiment, 
Cavalry, Tennessee, United States Volunteers. 

Personally came before me, a in and for aforesaid county and 
State, Marcus A. O’Brien, citizen of the town of Washington, D. C., well known 
to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who, being duly sworn, de- 
clares in relation to aforesaid case as follows: 

That I have known claimant almost continuously for twenty-one years, from 
1865 to the present time, 1885; I knew him to be by both report and official mili- 
tary documents that I have seen in his ion colonel of the Eighth Regi- 
ment Tennessee Cavalry, United States Volunteers; I have seen him many 








times during the above period, in Nashville and Murfreesborough, Tenn., New | 
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York city and Brooklyn, N. Y., and I have never known him to be a well or | 


sound, healthy man; I know of his having typhoid fever, rheumatism, and lung 
trouble when I first became acquainted with him. 
It has always been my conviction and belief that his broken-down health was 
ome by exposure and hardships incurred during his military service to the 
ni States. 
“ I further declare thet I have no interest in said case, and am not con- 
cerned in its prosecution. 


MARCUS A. O'BRIEN. 


SraTeE oF New York, County of Kings, ss: 


In the pension claim No. ——, of Jesse H. Strickland, late colonel of Eighth 
Tennessee Cavalry Volunteers. 

Personally came before me, James Watt, M.D.,a citizen of Brooklyn, in the 
county of and State of New York, well known tome to be reputableand 
entitled to it, and who, being duly sworn, declares in relation to the afore- 
said case as follows: 

That he is a practicing physician, and that he has been acquainted with said 
soldier for about fourteen years, and that he has known him intimately, being 
his family physician for ten years. 

1) L did not know the applicant prior to 1872. 

2) Did not treat him at any time previous to the above date. 

(3) First saw him during the year 1872,when I was called to treat him for 

chronic pneumonia and pulmonary hemorrhages; saw him several times dur- 

ing that year and the following five years for the same cause. 

ua = has been unable for the past ten years to perform any man- 
abor. 

He further declares that he lias beer « practitioner of medicine for twenty 
venta oot that he has no interest, either direct or indirect, in the prosecution of 
t claim. 


JAMES WATT, M.D. 


Strate oF New York, County of New Yorl:, ss: 

In the pension claim No. ——., of Jesse H. Strickland, late colonel Eighth Ten- 
nessee Calvary, United States Volunteers. 

Personally came before me Walter R. Gillette, a citizen of New York, in the 
county of New York and State of New York, well known to me to be reputable 
and entitled to credit, and who, being duly sworn, delares in relation to the 
aforesaid case as follows: 

That he is a practicing pazaicten sad ‘that he has been acquanted with said 
soldier for abouteighteen years, and that he has known him intimately, having 
been his family physician for five years. I first became acquainted with Colonel 
Strickland December 1, 1868, he at that time being an employé of the New York 
pete I being of that time Pe and medical examiner ofthe same. [ 

called on December 868,and found him in a precarious state of 
health, suffering with lung trouble and rheumatism. Again, in March, 1869, I 
treated him for typhoid pneumonia; again, in December, 1869, for rheumatism ; 


in spring of 1870, ew ma em and nervous prostration; again, in spring of 
1871, eumonia. I advised his resigning his position to prolong life, as 
I conside him totally unable to perform manual labor. 


He further declares that he has been a practitioner of medicine for twenty-two 
years, and that he has no interest, either direct or indirect, in the prosecution 


of this claim. 
WALTER R. GILLETTE, 
149 West Twenty-third street, New York. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill for the relief of Jesse 
H. Strickland.” 

PHEBE H. MEECH. 


The bill (S. 1112) granting a pension to Phebe H. Meech was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Phebe H. Meech, widow of Horace J. Meech, 
late a second lieutenant in the Second Regiment New York Volunteers, 
in the Mexican war, at the rate of $15 per month, in lien of the pen- 
sion she is now receiving. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to have the report read to see why 
the pension in this case is increased, for she seems to be already draw- 


uf 
| 


Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Barr 


‘ 
F 


on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1112) granting 
Ii. Meech, have examined the same, and report: 
case are set forth in the favorable report of the Committce on 
Invalid Pensions of the House of Representatives, hereto appended (House Re- 
= No. 314, Forty-sixth Congress, second session). Her present bill is to give 
So pesca of the widow of a second lieutenant, and a favorable report 
was to that effect by this committee in 1880(Senate Report No. 601, Forty- 
sixth Congress, second session), and passed the Senate May 25, 1880. We adopt 
the conclusions stated in said report and recommend the passage of the bill. 
examination of papers originally filed in the case in the Pension 
J. Meech, whose widow the is, was a soldier in the 
| and was promoted second lieutenant 


faithfully therein, 
in Second oko York Volunt his commission from the governor 
oL New York date 19th , ¢ Saathe was honorably discharged 


a to 


| 
Ff 


| considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


| 
} 
i 
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plication to the date of the commencement of her pension, 9th April, 1875, was 
rejected, as was also her claim to be pensioned as the widow of a heutenant, she 
being only admitted to the rate of pension allowed to the widow of a soldier. 

It seems clear to your committee that this petitioner is equitably entitled to 
relief asked for, which has not been accorded her, as under the laws the Pension 
Office was precluded from doing. We believe this to be a case in which Congress 
may properly interfere, inasmuch as it is shown by the evidence that the soldier 
died from disease engendered by his army life in the war with Mexico. 

We therefore report favorably upon her petition, and recommend the passage 
of the bill (H. R. 172) for the relief of Phcebe Meech. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. ALMIRA AMBLER. 
The bill (S. 2159) granting a pension to Mrs. Almira Ambler, was 
It proposes to place the 
name of Mrs. Almira Ambler, a volunteer nurse in the late war, on 
the pension-roll at $25 per month. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 


The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAtz, 
April 27, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2159) granting 
a pension to Mrs. Almira Ambler, having had the same under consideration, 
beg leave to submit the following report: 

Almira Ambler is the wife of Rev. Edward C. Ambler, who was chaplain of the 
Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers. Both husband and wife are now old, 
in feeble health, and poor. 

Mrs. Ambler , visiting her husband at the camp of the Sixty-seventh Pennsy!- 
vania Regiment, in the city of Philadelphia, in the year 1861, found thirteen very 
sick soldiers; her sympathies being enlisted, she, at the solicitation of the sur- 
geon, undertook to care forthem. Quarters were assigned to her, and during 
that whole fall and winter she spent her whole time in caring for the sick of the 
regiment, sometimes numbering as manyas thirty. Inthe spring the regiment 
was ordered to Annapolis, whither she went with it, and there, for the space of 
nearly three years, spent her whole time in the hospital, nursing the sick and 
caring for them in every way. 

She received no compensation. She expended in her work of love and mercy 
as much as $500 of her own money. She visited Washington six times and ob- 
tained comforts for the sick and wounded, and in every way in which her sym- 


pathetic nature could suggest became the benefactor of sick and wounued sol- 
diers, 


Her labors were performed under the direction of Dr. Vanderleift, in charge 
of the hospitals at Annapolis. 

Probably no more touching instance of self-denial and sacrifice is to be found 
among the whole list of noble women, who did so much to alleviate the suffer- 
ings and preserve the livesof soldiersin hospitals. All this is shown by the un- 
solicited letters written her by officers and privates to whom she administered. 

In view of the precedents which have been established, paying pensions to vol- 
unteer nurses, the committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. COCKRELL. _ Is the husband of this lady now a pensioner ? 


Mr. PLATT. I know all about this case. The husband is nota 
pensioner. He is aclergyman, but he is old and very poor. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLOTTE O'NEAL. 


The bill (S. 859) granting a pension to Charlotte O’Neal was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Charlotte O’ Neal, widow of Col. Richard O’ Neal, 
deceased, late colonel of the Twenty-sixth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, 
at the same rate the widows of colonels of volunteers are now paid. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THOMAS SIMPSON. 


The bill (H. R. 3326) granting a pension to Thomas Simpson, was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Thomas Simpson, late a private in the Seventh 
Indiana Battery in the war of the rebellion. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SIMON J. FOUGHT. 


The bill (H. R. 1902) granting an increase of pension to Simon J. 
Fought was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
increase the pension of Simon J. Fought, formerly a corporal of Com- 


pany D of the Forty-sixth Regiment of Ohio Volunteers, to $30 per 
month. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The report will be read. 


The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Brain 
April 28, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1902) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Simon Fought, have examined the same, and report : 

‘Your committee, after a careful examination of the condition of this claimant, 
adopt the report of the House Committee on Invalid Pensions (House Report 
No. 1057), and report back the bill with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Therecordsand papers on file in the Pension Office show that Simon J. Fought, 
late 1 of Company D, Forty-sixth Ohio Volunteers, is now on the pen- 
sion-Trolls at $24 per month for disability resulting from gunshot wound received 
in action at Big Black River, Mississippi, July 5, 1863, described as follows by 
the medical examiners : 

Gunshot wound above right groin, passing through bowels, its exit below 
umbilicus; cicatrix adherent to intestines (large on right side), which are con- 

and require mechanical assistance in passing feces beyond the wound. 

The rate allowed is that provided by law for a disability equal in degree to 
that resulting from the loss of a band or foot. 

The petitioner can not obtain a higher rate of pension under the general laws 
than $24 per month. 

It is also made to appear to the committee that Fought’s present condition is 
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that of great weakness, precluding manual labor, owing to this fact and toacon- 
stant danger of rupture at the wounded part 
You committee consider the petitioner's prayer as entitled to consideration, 


and respectfully recommend the passage of the bill with the following amend- 
ment: 

Strike out all after the word 
$30 per month,’ 
the petitioner. 


Mr. COCKRELL, I should like to know if there is anything in this 
case that may not exist in nine out of every ten cases where the law 
now allows $24. Is there anything exceptional here? 

Mr. SAWYER. I have no objection to the bill going over as the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLATR] who reported it is not here 
just now. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I object to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over without 
prejudice. 


“volunteers,” in line 6,and insert the words “to 
’ so that the bill will provide for a pension of $30 per month to 


NANCY L. RIBBLE. 


The bill (H. R. 16) granting a pension to Nancy L. Ribble was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to put the nameof 
Nancy L. Ribble on the pension-roll as dependent mother of George W. 
Ribble, late a private in Company K, Nineteenth Regiment Indiana 
Volunteers, who died in the service and in line of duty. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BAILEY HASCALL. 


The bill (H. BR. 7118) for the relief of Bailey Hascall was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Bailey Hascall, late an acting assistant paymaster in the 
United States Navy. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE W. GUYSE. 


The bill (H. R. 3205) granting a pension to George W. Guyse was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of George W. Guyse, late of Company L, First 
Regiment Alabama Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARTIN TAYLOR. 


The bill (H. R. 1330) granting a pension to Martin Taylor was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Martin Taylor, late of Company D, Twenty- 
third Regiment of Kentucky Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, an ; 


MRS. MARIA HUNTER. 


The bill (H. R. 7167) for the relief of: Mrs. Maria Hunter was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions propose to amend the bill, in line 8, after 
the words ‘‘rate of,’’ to strike out ‘‘$600 per annum’”’ and insert **$50 
per month;’’ so as ‘to make the bill read: 


Be it nia. &c., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized ona 
directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitationsof 
the pension laws, the name of unter, widow of David Hunter, late 
colonel of the Sixth Regiment United States Cavalry and major-general of 
United States Volunteers, at the rate of $50 per month. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAIR 
April 28, 1886: 


The C ines on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7167) grant- 
ing a pension to Mrs, Maria Hunter, have examined the same, and repo 

The facts upon which the relief is asked are stated in the following report of 
the House Committee (House Report No. 1522), which your committee ad 
and recommend the pomnee of the b bill with os —— 
out in the eighth and ninth lines the words “ six hund 
and insert in lieu thereof “ fifty dollars per month.” 

The claimant is the widow of the late Maj. Gen. David Hunter, who died on 
the 2d day of February, 1886. General Dav d Hunter was one of the most dis- 
tinguished soldiers o the late war,as his military record, herewith attached 
and made part of this report, shows: 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., March 20, 1886, 
Statement of the military service of David Hunter, late of the United States 
Army, compiled from the records of this office. 

He was a cadet at the United States Military Academy from Se ber 14, 
1818,to July 1, 1822, when he was graduated and appointed seco: lieutenant 
Fifth Infantry; aan first lieutenant June 30, 1828; ——s First 
Dragoons March 4, 1833, resigned July 4, 1836; a: nied additional paymaster 
November 13,1841; vacated appointment as March 14, 1842, having aan 
appointed major and paymaster United States Army from that date ; 
colonel Sixth United States Cavalry, May 14,1861; 

States Volunteers, May 17, 1861, and United States Volunteers, 
the volunteer service January 15, 


amendment : Strike 


dollars per annum” 


Angust 13, 1861; honorably m 
3866; retired from active service with the. rank of colonel July 31, 1866. 

He was breveted bi er-general United States Army 13, 1865, “ for 
gallant and meritorious services in of Piedmont and during the cam- 
re in the valley of Virginia,” and ee + mm ong Army, March 

3, “for gallant and meritorious services _——— the war. 
. He joined his coqienent in January, 1823, and served 
to April, 1825; on leave to November, 1825; with regiment in Minnesota and 
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Wisconsin to October 23, 1827; on leave to April 15, 1828; with regiment in \1;, 
nesota to June 1828; at \ediorsan Barracks, ‘Missouri, to October, 1828: at F, ort 
Dearborn, Illinois, to May, ae and at Fort Howard, Wisconsin, to’ June 28 
1831; on leave to June, 1832; with regiment at Forts Winnebago and How ard. 
Wisconsin, to April 18, 1333, when, having been appointed captain First [);,. 
} goons, he left to join that regiment and served therewith at Jef erson Barracks 
2 Missouri, to November 20, 1833, and in the Indian Territory and Kansas to Ja)),,' 
ary 20, 1836; on leave to July 4, 1836, when he resigned. 
ile served in Florida from date of reappointment in the Army as additiona| 
ymaster until April, 1842; at Washington, D. C.,to June, 1842; in Arkansas s to 
Se. 1346; in the war with Mexico to July, 1848; at New Orleans, La.,to Mar 
1849; at Washington, D. C., Detroit, Mich., and New York city to May, 185 
Kansas and Saint Louis, Mo., to February, i361, andat Washington, D.C. 
of appointment as colonel Sixth United States Cavalry. 

He served as a brigade and division commander in the Department of Nort). 
eastern Virginia (General McDowell’s army) from May 28, 1861, to July 21, 16). 
when wounded in action at Bull Run, Va.; commanded first division of the 
Western Department from September 2, 1861, to November 3, 1861, the We ~ rn 
De ent to November 19, 1861, the Department of Kansas to Marc *h i! 
and the Department of the South from March 15 to August 22, 1862; on leave t, 0 
September at 1862; member of a military commission at Washington, D.C..to 
January 20, 1 commanding Department of the South to June 12, 1863; on 
special duty at See. D. C., to Mare.1 29, 1864; awaiting orders to May 19. 
1864; awaiting orders to January 31, 1865; on special 
to muster-out of volunteer service January 15, 1866 ; 


i 
0 date 


duty and awaiting orde rs 
on leave of absence to July 


31, 1866, when he was retired at his own request, being over sixty-two years of 
— oe ar. 17, 1862). 
as a member of the special claims commission from August 9, 1865 


ane also of a board for the examination of cavalry officers to June 16, 1565, from 
which date he was unemployed until he died, ear Da 2, 1886. 
. DRUM, Adjutant-General, 
In view of this record, and the present ain of his widow, your con mittee 
recommend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to ask some Senator if that is not 
a much larger amount'than has been allowed even by special law to 
the widows of colonels? 

Mr. SAWYER. I can not say. 

Mr. SEWELL. It has been customary to allow $50 a month to the 
widows of brigadier and major generals. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The bill says “‘ widow of David Hunter, late col- 
onel.’”? He was a colonel in the regular Army. 

Mr. SEWELL. But a major-general of volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It does not appear from the report that the death 
was from anything incident to the service. He was retired in 1866 at 
sixty-three years of age, and died in 1886, twenty years afterward, 
quite old at the time—eighty-three years old. 

Mr. SEWELL. The officer had served forty years in the Army be- 
fore he was put on the retired-list. 

Mr. COCKRELL. How much would the law allow in this case in 
the Pension Office? 

Mr. SEWELL. Thirty dollars a month. 

Mr. PLATT. . [remember one instance at the present Congress which 
I think is a case in point. The widow of Colonel Benham, who was a 
brevet brigadier-general and during the war was a major-general of 
volunteers, was allowed $50a month. The bill has passed both Houses 
of Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. ELLEN M. BOGGS. 

Mr. SEWELL. While I was absent on Friday the bill (8S. 722) for 
increase of pension to Mrs. Ellen M. Boggs passed the Senate. There 
was a mistake in the name, and I ask unanimous consent to correct it. 
The initial R should be man in place of M in the printed bill. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The bill having gone to the House of 
Representatives, a message will have to be sent to recall the bill for 
correction. 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask that that action be taken. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order will be made if there be 
no objection. 


—29) 


AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 

Mr. HAMPTON presented an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (8. 2457) for the relief of the State of Georgia; whi . 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MRS. EDNA ROBERTS. 

The bill (H. R 3193) granting a pension to Mrs. Edna Roberts was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
—— the name of Mrs. Edna Roberts, widow of Wright Roberts, 

te a private in Company F, Third Ohio Cavalry, who was killed dur- 
ing the war of 1861-1865. 
e bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
STEPHEN GARDNER. 

The bill (H. R. 1184) granting a pension to Stephen Garduer was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
ea the name of Stephen Gardner, late of Company D, Tenth 

t Michigan Volunteers. 
bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered ‘0 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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MARY A. RIPLEY. 

The bill (H. R. 5127) granting a pension toMary A. Ripley wascon- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Mary A. Ripley, a nurse in the war of the rebellion, on the pension- 
roll of the United States, at twelve per month during the remainder of 
her life. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to call attention to the rate. Is 
twelve dollars in the bill? : 

“The SecRETARY. ‘‘ Twelve dollars per month during the remainder 
of her life.’’ : 

Mr. COCKRELL. The bill I havesays “ pay her a pension of twelve 
per month.’’ 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is ‘‘twelve per month.”’ ‘ 

Mr. COCKRELL. I do not see how the Secretary could read it 
‘twelve dollars.”? It is to pay her ‘‘twelve per month.’’ I do not 
know what it is. I do not or that the legal inference is that it 
means dollars. I move to amend by inserting ‘‘dollars’’ after the word 
‘*twelve.’? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CONGER. On that bill I ask for a committee of conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. I am very anxious the bill 
should become a law. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is absolutely necessary to have the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SAWYER. If we send it back, the House will concur at once, 
I have no doubt. 

Mr. CONGER. Will they reach this bill? 

Mr. SAWYER. Yes; they take up such cases right along. I sim- 
ply want the House to concur in the amendment to correct an omission 
in the bill. 

Mr. CONGER. I know the case very well, and it is one that ap- 
peals very strongly tomy sympathies. I withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDENT tempore. The Chair is now informed that an 
examination of the House engrossed bill shows that the words ‘‘ dol- 
lars’? is there. The bill will therefore be considered as passed with- 
out amendment. 

GEORGE ANNA LIPPE. 

The bill (H. R. 6331) granting a pension to George Anna Lippe was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of George Anna Lippe, widow of Capt. Constan- 
tine Lippe, late of Company A, One hundred and eighty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ELLEN SADLER. 


The bill (S. 1492) for the relief of Ellen Sadler, sister of John Sad- 
ler, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place 
on the pension-roll the name of Ellen Sadler, sister of John Sadler, 
formerly of Company E, Sixty-eighth Regiment of Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAIR 
April 28, 1886: 

The Committee on. Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1492) granting 


peocien to Ellen Sadler, have examined the same, and report: 
claimant, Ellen Sadler, is a sister of John Sadier, formerly of Company E, 


Sixty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. No claim was ever made be- 
fore tt pore ent, because this case does not come within the pro- 
visions of any 


law. 
The following letter from the Adjutant-General’s Office gives the service of 


the soldier: 
War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington April 9, 1886. 
Sir: I have the honor to return herewith a letter from the Senate Committee 
the military record of John Sadler, as of Company E, 
ia Volunteers, and in compliance with instructions 
thereon to report that the records of this office show that John J. Sadler was 
enrolled August 13, 1862, at Philadelphia, Pa.,and mustered into service tem- 
ber 1, to serve three Pues 28 © patente in Company E, oe hth Penn- 
lvania Volunteers; that he therein to January 13, 1863, when he was 
on "s certificate of disability at Camp Pitcher, Virginia, be- 
cause “inguinst hernia e7 right side, contracted about five days ago while on 
cate In said certificate So compeny commander also certifies that ‘‘ John J. 
pee ee, 8 goed and atten soldier, and has had good health since his 
enlistment until the 30th December, 1862, when he was first attacked with this 
; = ancien on by wearing a cartridge ae 
honor , Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. KELTON, 
Acting Adjutant-General. 


The 
It from the evidence before your committee that the soldier was dis- 
charged for disability contracted in the service, which disability continued un- 
til death. The certificates of physicians are on file with papers. The 
of comrades and others corroborates the evidence as to the incur- 
rence of in the service and itscontinuance since. The evidence is 
that the , after his discharge, was unable to do any work whatever, and 
that his motherand sister were compelled tosupporthim : that after his mother's 
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death the burden of such support fell on his sister, Ellen Sadler, and that she did 
her duty until disabled by partial paralysis. This paralysis still continues, and 
it further appears that this sister is left in the most destitute circumstances. The 
soldier died at the Pennsylvania Hospital. 

Your committee are of the opinion that the soldier died from the result of dis- 
ease contracted in the service,and that his sister who, it appears, is his only 
surviving relative and now utterly destitute, should receive from the Govern- 
ment some assistance which will in some measure take the place of that which 
the soldier would no doubt have contributed were he now alive and in good 
health. We therefore report back the bill, with the recommendation that it do 
pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL .HANSON. 

The bill (S. 356) granting a pension to Samuel Hanson was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roil 
the name of Samuel Hanson, late a private in Company D, Thirty-fourth 
Regiment of Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELIZABETH MARSHALL. 


The bill (S. 2046) granting a pension to Elizabeth Marshall was con- 
sidered asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Elizabeth Marshall, widow of Dustin Marshall, 
late a private in Company C, Third New Hampshire Volunteers, in the 
war of the rebellion. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARGARET E. PIERCE. 


The bill (S. 1181) granting an increase of pension to Margaret E. Pierce 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes that the 
pension of Margaret E. Pierce, widow of Capt. Henry Hubbard Pierce, 
late of the Twenty-first United States Infantry, who held the rank of 
major during the war of the rebellion, be increased to the amount now 
allowed by law to the widow of a major. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAIR 
April 29, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1181) granting 

a pension to Margaret E. Pierce, have examined the same, and report: 
he claimant, Margaret E. Pierce, is the widow of Henry H, Pierce, late of 

the Twenty-first Regiment United States Infantry. She was pensioned, on ac- 
count of the death of her husband, at the rate of $17 per month, beginning Oc- 
tober 3, 1883, with an additional sum of $2 per month for each of three minor 
children. She now asks that this be increased to the rate allowed the widows 
of officers of the rank of major, on the ground that such was the real rank of 
said soldier. 

The accompanying petition is presented in support of this claim; and aftera 
review of all the evidence in the case, your committee report back the bill,and 
recommend that it do pass: 


Petition of Mrs. Margaret E. Pierce for increase of pension. 


My husband, Henry Hubbard Pierce, was, during the entire war, a member 
of the First Connecticut Artillery. He entered a stripling of a boy as private 
—. and rose to the full rank of major of one of the best regiments in the 
service. 

ae continuous service of four years and five months he was three times 
breveted. The first time was for “‘ gallant and meritorious service in action at 
Petersburg mine,”’ where he commanded a battery of. ten 10-inch mortars, and 
where he was without intermission engaged from 4.45 a. m. till 10.30 p. m., and 
used for the first time the expedient of putting thirty 12-pound can®ter shot un- 
der the bursting charge of the 10-inch shells, which proved of great utility, keep- 
ing quiet the most dreaded flanking batteries of the enemy's line. (Page 49, 
Adjutant-General’s Report.) 

Another brevet was for *‘ conspicuous gallantry,” a very distinguished and 
distinguishing compliment, given to only ten officers during the entire war. 

This was conferred for ‘‘service in action at Graveyard Bend, Va.,” where, 
with his own battery of three 30-pounder Parrotts, and another of four 20-pounder 
Parrotts under his command, unaided by our Navy, he repulsed the rebel fleet 
in its efforts to pass the obstructions in the James River on the night of January 
22. This fleet consisted of three rams, the wooden gunboat Drury, and asmail 
torpedo-boat. The second shot from the battery struck the Drury, and the third 
exploded her magazine, completely destroying her. 

n this engagement he was wounded, with eighteen of hismen. Of thisaffair 
General Henry L. Abbott, colonel of First Connecticut Artillery, says: ‘Too 
much praise can not be given Captain Pierce, commanding the battery, for his 
excellent conduct.” 

After this, a vacancy occurring, Captain Pierce was promoted to be major of 
his regiment. During that year his nervous system was entirely broken down 
by the use of quinine, which was issued as a ration, and from the effects of the 
exposure, which made so heroic a remedy necessary, he never recovered. 

Although my husband did not die upon the battlefield he is none the less a 
martyr to the cause, for it was to the labors and exposure undergone in the 
service that he owed his death. 

As will be seen by accompanying “ orders,’”’ he was engaged in an explora- 
tion which has opened up a hitherto unknown country. He laid down his life 
that others might find homes in the beautiful and fertile valleys of the Okana- 
kin and Methow. The work im d upon him, so peculiarly fitted for itin 
every other way than by physical strength, was more than his broken-down 
body could endure, and six days’ march away from civilization he obeyed the 
last “ order.” 

I have three children to rearand educate. The eldest will be sixteen in May, 
and will then forfeit her $2 per month, at a time when every cent is so impor- 
tant in her acquisition of an education. : 

“My pension is, including that of my three children, $69 per quarter. I do 
most earnestly pray for an increase in this being granted, that I may be saved 
the struggle which confronts any woman left alone, without technical knowl- 
edge of any sort that might be applied to earning her own living. 


£. 
MARGARET E, PIERCE, 
Morcantows, W. VA., February 26, 1836, 
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STare oy West Vinarnia, County of Monongalia, ss: 

The foregoing was subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county 
and I hereby certify that the affiant is personally well known to me to be of 
undoubted credibility. 

Given under my hand and official seal this 27th day of February, 1836. 

[sear] E. SHISLER, Notary Public. 


[General Orders, No. 22.] 


HeaDQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA, 
Vancouver Barracks, Washington Territory, July 25, 1883. 

The Department commander announces with regret the death of First Lieut. 
and Bvt. Capt. Henry H. Pierce, Twenty-first Infantry, while on special duty in 
the field, engaged in important topographical explorations, under special in- 
structions from these headquarters. 

The record of this officer is one of marked character and distinction, and his 
decease suggests special mention. 

Entering the service for the preservation of the Government as a se 
the Fourth Connecticut Volunteers in May, 1861, he was promoted to the rank 
of major, rendering valuable and distin services, for which he was three 
times brevetted, on one occasion for “ conspicuous gallantry."’ 

At the close of the war he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the First 
United States Infantry ,and subsequently, being transferred to the Twenty-first 
Infantry, was promoted to first lieutenant in y, 1874. 

He possessed not only those qualities which grace an officer of the Govern- 
ment, but as a scholar he had few equals, and as an author he held high rank. 
His literary attainments were of the first order. The excellence of his transla- 
tions of the hatin, Gomme and his own compositions have already received 
marked testimonials and strong commendations from some of the most eminent 
scholars of the age. 

During the past eight years he hasserved a good portion of the time at remote 
frontier posts, and has also been engaged against hostile Indians in the North- 
west. In the autamn of a ae he was engaged in the military reconnaissance 
in an unexplored district of Washington Territory, and at the hour of his death 
was occupied in completing the work then begun. 

The exposure and hardships of military life in the great civil war and on the 
frontier had undermined his physical strength, and disease fixed its fatal hand 
upon him, He died at his , in the field, in the line of duty, and his remains 
now rest, buried near the Upper Columbia River, mid the wild scenes of nature, 
far from friends and kindred. 

In the death of Lieutenant Pierce the service has lost a most earnest and val- 
uable officer, and the sympathy of the department commander is extended to 
his bereaved family. 

By order of Brigadier-General Miles. 


tin 


0. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutan 
[Regimental Order No. 49.) 
HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FIRST INFANTRY, 
Vancouver Barracks, Washington Territory, August 9, 1833. 
The colonel announces to the regiment the death at Foster Creek, Washington 
Territory, on the 17th day of July, 1883, of First Lieut, Henry H. Pierce, brevet 
captain United States Army, and brevet major of volunteers. 


Captain Pierce entered the military service in May, 1861, as a t of Com- 
pany A, Fourth Connecticut Infantry, afterward the First Con Artillery, 
and rose cane the several grades until he reached the rank of in May, 
1865. He wast «mee for 


ree times brevetted for gallantry on the field of 
“conspicuous gallantry,” while in of a water battery on James River, 
Virginia, in 1865. His service in the field was continuous from re ==.to the 


surrender of the confederate army at Sepemenens Va., April, served 
at various times as judge-advocate and of His bre- 
vets, one of them the most distinguished can be a soldier, 


and the Ye ———y- of = —e — bear witness to his and 
age; an uent serv n staff positions, requiring knowledge and tact, is 
evidence of his intellect and culture. 

In October, 1867, Captain Pierce was ted a second lieutenant in the 
United States Army, and assigned to the jay, ot and while on duty in 
the yer yy oer tg oe . Gen. 0. O. cuperintendent 
of education in that State. duties of t 
with integrity and intel By 
States, he was detailed in 
Virginia, as professor of 


Kon Gr 8 pare of ve years On is pression the sank of ft er 
ition for & ve 
Fenant in 1874, he joined his t and served with it at various frontier sta- 


tions. He was in command co purple of Obit Josouk tres 1877, the 
Nez Percé Indians, in the famous pursuit of Chief J from the ito 
the Missouri River, and shares with his regiment the credit of ha’ partici- 


pated in one of the most remarkable marches recorded in modern In 
1878-79 he was professor of military science in the military school at Orchard 
Lake, Mich. October 1, 1880, Captain Pierce was —— utant of the 
‘Twenty-first Infantry, and served in this capacity until October 14, 1882, when 
en oe to accept the detail of professor of military science and tactics in 
Pacific University, Oregon, for which position he was recommended by the de- 
partment commander. 

While adjutant be was detailed by Brig.Gen. Nelson A. Miles, commanding 
De ent of the Columbia, to command a scientific exploring from 
(ee ee 
satisfactory that repo) ie was pu 

orable Secretary of War,on the recommendation of the General of the 


Family afflictions compelled Captain Pierce to apg and to 
is death he was in 


oF 


return to his regiment in February last. At the 
command of a second exploring expedition, having for its object the reconnais- 


sance of the unexplored country between the Col River and Sound, 
along a line south of the forty-ninth el. The estimation in he was 
held by the department commander been published to the world in the de- 
partment order announcing his decease. Pierce, though he was never 


actively aS on chat pesteien, wap eee aS He was an 
writer of d nem, oe made translations of the Afineid of V' 

Odes of Horace, metione of Be Spee, Binary mee. His Was one 
of honor and ess. The t which led him, amid the cares and annoy- 
ances of army routine life, to literary labor was commendable in the 
highest degree, and is w of imitation. 

As a mark of to memory of Captain Pierce, the officers of the 
Twenty-first Infantry will wear the usual badge of mourning for days. 


By order of Col. H. A. Morrow. 
DANIEL CORNMAN, 
First Lieutenant and Adjutant Twenty-first Infantry. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM A. PENFIELD. 
The bill (S. 898) granting a pension to William A. Penfield was con- 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of William A. Penfield, late of Company Ff. 
Ninth Regiment Vermont Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordere| {, 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ROSELLA E. HIBBERT. 


The bill (8S. 2098) for the relief of Rosella E. Hibbert was corsidered 
asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Rosella E. Hibbert, daughter of Franklin M. Hibbert, 
late of Company F, Twenty-seventh Regiment Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, at the rate of $20 a month. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I want the report read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Brars, 
April 29, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (S. 2098) granting 
apension to Rosella E, Hibbert, have examined the same and report: 

The claimant, Rosella E. Hibbert, is the daughterof Franklin M. Hibbert, |at. 
of Company F, Twenty-seventh Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. It a). 
pears from the evidence that the soldier died on the 16th day of May,1864. |i. 
was married, but his wife died February 2,1863. Only one child survives, the 

resent claimant, who was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month, commenci:, 

ay 16, 1864, the date of the soldier’s death, which pension was continued wnt)| 


she arrived at the of sixteen years, to wit, February 1, 1879, since which 
time she has received no pension. ’ 

The present application to put her on the pension-roll at the rate of 
$20 a month, and the reasons for such action are well set forth in the following 
affidavit of W. M. Pease, M. D., dated at Otis Center, Mass., March 26, 1836 - 

“ This certifies that I. W. M. Pease, of Otis, have known Rosella E. Hibbert for 
about three years. She is a person between 3 and 3} feet in height. She is 
twenty-three years of age, with the mental capacity of a child five or six years 
of age. There is no hope of any improvement. She is unable to help to sup- 
port herself in the smallest degree.”’ 

From all the evidence in this case, your committee are of the opinion that this 
claimant still remains, to all intents and purposes, a helpless child. It appears 
that she is the only survivor of the family of the soldier,and we think that the 
— asked for in this bill should be granted. We therefore report the bi!! 

k with the recommendation that it do pass. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CYRUS VIGUS. 

The bill (H. R. 5961) granting an increase of pension to Cyrus Vigus 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll, and to increase the pension to $50 per month, Cyrus 
Vigus, late a private in Captain Todd’s company of Kentucky Mounted 
Infantry in the war of 1812. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Sawyer 
May 4, 1886. 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5961) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Cyrus Vigus, have examined the same, and re- 


port: 
The facts in this case are fully stated in the annexed report of the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions of the House of Representatives. 


Gyrus Vi mat in Captain Toda oat aice Regiment K k 
n *s com) '* entucky 
Mounted Vol in the war of 1812. He caived an honorable discharye 


unteers, 
from said service on the 2d day of November, 1813. He served on the expedi- 
tion to Upper Canada under the command of Governor Shelby. 

The claimant is now receiving a pension at the rate of $8 per month, this be- 
ing a ett ed wre nee paid the veterans of said war of 1812. He has been an in- 
dustrious man, of good habits and economical expenses; but after the 
business age of his life was passed the competency so ‘ually husbanded hai, 
with some misfortunes added to his unusual length of years, been consume |, 
and he nowstands, at nearly ninety-three years of age, at that strait where chiar- 
ity must care for him, or the poor-house become his home, or his Government, 

save him from such calamity by granting him a 
torn om the 4th day of Beptember 1793, and the coming 4th of Se 
was on ’ a 2 CO! sg o ptem- 
ber will be his ninety-third year. 

The petition filed with the bill mgttnastiat ts signed by the representative cit- 


, Ind, 
life in the wars for his country, has kept his pa- 
triotism, and has furnished four sons to the war with Mexico, one of whom, Cap- 


“4 


tain V was tho first man of Government troops to enter the conquered cily 
of Mexico; and for the late war for the Union he furnished six sons, his entire 
family, 


These sons are now all dead, save two, one of whom is a misfortune to his 
father, and the other, riddled with bullets, is a helpless cripple in the Soldiers’ 


Home at Dayton, Ohio. 
His at home consists of his aged wife and the widow and daughter of 
one of his soldier sons. 


In view of the foregoing facts, it is believed a pension of $50 month should 
be granted the claimant. - aad 


reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
HENRY G. BALLINGER. 
The bill (H. R. 6126) granting a ion to Henry G. inger was 
considered as in Committee of the le. Peer 
pension-roll the name of Henry G. Ballinger, late captain of Camden 
County (Missouri) militia. 
The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered ‘o 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM BISHOP. 
The bill (H. R. 6688) for the relief of William was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name of 
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William Bishop, late a private in Company E, Seventy-ninth Regi- 
ment Illinois Volunteers, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES SCHULER. 


The bill (H. R. 7298) for the relief of Charles Schuler was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Charles Schuler, late a private inCompany K, Fourth Min- 
nesota Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

RANDOLPH SEAMAN. 

The bill (H. R. 7300) for the relief of Randolph Seaman was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Randolph Seaman, late a private in Company H, 
Sixth Minnesota Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN W. FARRIS. 

The bill (H. R. 6136) granting an increase of pension to John W. 
Farris was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. PLATT. I should like to inquire of the Senator having this 
bill in charge what pension Farris will take under it? The bill is: 


That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, authorized and directed 
to increase the nm of John W. Farris, late first lieutenant and adjutant of 
theF -eighth Illinois Volunteers, for disease of eyes, subject to the provisions 
and tations of the pension laws. 


It seems on its face to be a bill the p of which is to give him 
some increase of pension, but I apprehend the effect of it will be not to 
give him any. 

Mr. SAWYER. Ican notsay. It is a b’!l brought here from the 
House, and there might be some question about it. 

Mr. PLATT. I think it had better lie over. If he is going to be 
pensioned ‘‘ subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension 
laws’’ he will get no increase, I think, under this bill. 

Mr. SAWYER. Let it go over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over. 

CATHARINE THENN. 


The bill (H. R. 6776) granting a pension to Catharine Thenn was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Catharine Thenn, widow of George M. Thenn, 
late of Company D, Second Regiment Missouri Artillery. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ADAM GASTON. 

The bill (H. R. 550) to restore to the pension-roll the name of Adam 
Gaston was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
restore to the pension-roll the name of Adam Gaston, late of Company 
D, One hundred and fortieth Indiana Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

TOBIAS M. COON. 


The bill (H. R. 4976) for the relief of Tobias M. Coon was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Tobias M. Coon, late a private in Company A, One 
hundred and eighteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY MERRILL. 

The biil (H. R. 4631) granting’ pension to Mary Merrill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Mary Merrill, widow of Alexander Merrill, late a 
private in Company L, Twelfth Tennessee Cavalry. 

The was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY ANN MILLER. 

The bill (H. R. 1816) granting a pension to Mary Ann Miller was 
as in Committee of the Whole. It pro to put the name 
Mary Ann Miller, widow of Hamilton Miller, late a private in Com- 
pany F, Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

ing, read the third time, and passed. 
HENRY B. HAVENS. 


The bill (H. R. 6780) granting a pension to Henry B. Havens was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 


pension-roll the name of Henry B. Havens, late of Company I, Twenty- 
The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
GILES C. HAWLEY. 
The bill (H. R. 424) to pension Giles C. Hawley was considered as in 


( 


z 





sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


cock, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 








Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll the 
name of Giles C. Hawley, late of Company L, Second "llinois Cavalry. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
STOKELEY D. DAGLEY. 

The bill (H. R. 6655) granting a pension to Stokeley D. Dagley was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Stokeley D. Dagley, late a member of the Clay 
County (Missouri) enrolled militia. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CATHARINE JOHNSON. 

The bill (H. R. 3906) for the relief of Catharine Johnson, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Catharine Johnson, widow of Zachariah John- 
son, deceased, late a private in Company C, Sixtieth Regiment In- 
diana Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY A. LITTLE. 

The bill (H. R. 567) granting a pension to Mary A. Little, was con- 
It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mary A. Little, widow of William H. Little, 
who served as a private in Company G, Forty-third Regiment Indiana 
Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THOMAS ALLCOCK. 
The bill (H. R. 1576) granting an increase of pension to Thomas All- 


It proposes to 
place on the pension-roll the name of Thomas Allcock, late a private 


in Company F, Third United States Artillery, during the Florida war, 


at the rate of $50 per month, in lieu of the pension which he now re- 
ceives. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAwYEu 
May 4, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1576) grant- 
ing a pension to Thomas Allcock, have examined the same, and report that after 


examination they have adopted the report of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, House of Kepresentatives, hereto annexed,and recommend the passage 


of the bill. 

It appears that the petitioner is an invalid soldier of the Seminole war, lrav- 
ing served as private, Company F, Third United States Artillery, and honorably 
discharged after three years’ service. He applied for pension in 1852, and was 
informed that claim was not admissible on the proof under general law. On 
the 21st of June, 1872, there appears to have been an application filed by him, 
alleging ‘that he served in said Florida war three years; that he received asun- 
stroke whilein said service, and while on duty as sentry on the 6th day of July, 
1839; and that Thomas Haley, mentioned in the annexed affidavit, was present 
at the time; that in consequence of such sunstroke he was totally bliw® for six 
days, and has lost the sight of one eye entirely; that a written discharge was 
granted him by Maj. Thomas Childs, at Fort Pierce, Florida, which is in the 
Department at Washington, filed on application for bounty land.” 

The Adjutant-General’s Office reports him sick in hospitalat the timo alleged 
by him; and there is ample proof in the case to show that it is a just and mer- 
torious one, well worthy of consideration. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, House of Representatives, reported favor- 
ably in the case as far back as February 4, 1858, and say then: 

* For this permanent injury to his eyes, rendering them perfectly useless for 
the remainder of his life, received in the service of his country, the committee 
think he is justly entitled,in some degree, to the consideration of the Govern- 
ment. 

It appears that an act was passed by the Forty-seventh Congress granting a 
pension to this soldier at the rate of $8 per month, dating from March: 2, 1883, the 
date of the approval of the act therefor. 

It appears that the man is now seventy-two years old, has a wife, and that they 
are in utterly dependent circumstances in consequence of his blindness, which 
is now total. He requires the attendance of some person at all times in going 
about,and has no means. It appears conclusively that the soldier contracted 
his disability in the Army and in the line of duty. 

Your committee beg leave to refer to the petition of the said soldier hereto 
annexed,and to the affidavits of the claimant,and of Robert Y.McConnell, a 
reputable citizen of Rochester, annexed. 

n conclusion, your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : 


Your ee. Thomas Allcock, of Rochester, in the State of New York, re- 
spectfully shows to your honorable body that he was a soldier of the United 
States Armyin the Seminole war, having enlisted in December, 1836, and was 
di in December, 1839. That his honorable discharge from that service 
is now on file in the Pension Office at Washington. Your petitioner further 
shows that while in the service, and shortly before his discharge, he was pros- 
trated by a sunstroke, from which he has never recovered. That in con- 
sequence of that sunstroke he was made blind, and has remained so up to 
the mt time. That by reason of his blindness he has been unabie to do 
any for the support of himself and family, and much of the time has been 
supported at public expense. That he repeatedly applied for a pension, and 
none was ever granted him until, in the last session of the Forty-seventh Con- 
gress, an act was passed, which became a law, giving him a small pittance of 
$8 per month, from the date of the passage of that act. This sum is insufficient 
for his support, and considering the long period of time during which he should 
have been paid a pension he submits to this honorable Congress that he should 
either have an arrears of pension allowed him, or, if that can not be done, that 
the amount of his pension should be increased. His disability is total, and he 
is led to have the attendance of some person to feed him and take care 
of him. Under the rule of rating pensions in such cases, he is informed and 
believes that he could not have less than $24 per month at the lowest rate allowed 











for pensions to private soldiers. He has never had any 


uity from the Gov- 
— except a bounty land-warrant for 160 acres of land, for which he got 
130. 


He therefore prays that Congress of the United States will increase his on 
to at least 0 per month. He is now seventy-two years of age, and the time 
during which the Government will have the privilege of paying him a pension 
will in all human probability not be very great, 

And your petitioner will ever pray. 


y 4. 1908 THOMAS ALLCOCK, 
JANUARY 4, 1886, 


[In the matter of the application of Thomas Allcock.]} 
Moxror County, Oity of Rochester, ss; 
Thomas Allcock, being duly sworn, says he is now seventy-two years of age; 


’ 


that he is and has been totally blind for the last forty-six years in the right eye, 
and that for the last two years the left eye has become so bad that deponent is 
now unable to see scarcely anything at all; that he has to be led around as if 
he were totally blind, and especially so when the sun is not shining brightly; 
that deponent is a married man, and his wife is still living; that she is in feeble 
health and unable to work and support herself and deponent; that deponent 


has no means whatsoever of earning his living, and is in the most destitute cir- 
cumstance imaginable. 


his 
THOMAS + ALLCOCK. 


mark. 
Witness: 


GrorceE R. Losry, 
Sworn to before me this 15ih day of February, 1836, 
GEO. R. LOSEY, 
Commissioner of Deeds, Rochester, N. Y. 
Srate or New Yorx, 
Monroe County, Clerk's Office, Rochester, N. Y: 

I, Maurice Leyden, clerk of the county of Monroe, of the county court of said 
oomnty. and of the supreme court, both being courts of record, having a common 
seal, do certify that George R. Losey, esq., the person before whom the fore- 
going affidavit was taken, was, on the 15th day of February, 1886, therein men- 
tioned, a commissioner of deeds in and for said city, duly authorized to take 
the sume; that I am well acquainted with the handwriting of the said George 


R. Losey, and verily believe that the name of the said officer subscribed to the 
said certificate is his genuine signature. 


In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of 
said county and courts this 15th day of February, A. D. 


D. 1886. 
MAURICE LEYDEN, Clerk. 
In the matter of the application of Thomas Allcock. 
Monroe County, City of Rochester, ss: 


Robert Y. McConnell, sworn, says he has known said Thomas Allcock for 
over thirty years, and is well acquainted with his circumstances at present; 
that said Allcock is so blind that he can not get around only as he is led; that 
he is in destitute circumstances and without any means of support; that he has 
a wife who has to work all she is able to to support herse)f and said applicant ; 
that said Allcock is a most worthy man, and needs all the help that he can get 
to support him in these, his last days, 

ROBT. Y. McCONNELL. 


Sworn to before me this 15th day of February, 1836, 
GEO. R. LOSEY, 
Commissioner of Deeds, Rochester, N. Y. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to inquire what is the pension al- 
lowed for total blindness? 

Mr. BLAIR. Fifty dollars now in new cases. 

Mr.COCKRELL. Whyis thisallowed in thiscase? This was origi- 
nally granted by act of Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ALTHEA A. FRASNER. 


The bill (H. R. 515) granting a pension to Althea A. Frasner, was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
nsion-roll the name of Althea A. Frasner, widow of Milton Frasner, 
ate a private in Company H, Fortieth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

i. W. M’DONALD. 
The bill (H. R. 4490) granting a pension to H. W. McDonald was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
nsion-roll the name of H. W. McDonald, late of Company A, Fifth 
iment Iowa Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN H. M'CLELLAND. 

The bill (H. R. 6003) = a — of ae H. McClelland - con- 
sidered as in Committee o e. It proposes to on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of John H. McClelland, late a soldier i in Company 
B of the Twenty-ninth Regiment Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN PENNINGTON. 


The bill (H. R. cn pry Be to John Pennington was 
considered as in Committee of It proposes to plaee on the 
pension-roll the name of John late captain of Company 


A, Forty-seventh Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 

The bill wasreported to the Senate without amendment, crdcred to 

& third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
DAVID T. ELDERKIN. 


The bill (H. R. 5995) gran’ a to David T. Elderkin was 
cunthored Ge in Onamaliine of ie Wei It proposes to place on the 
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considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 
pension-roll the name of George Schaefer, late of Company K, Ninety- 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 
pension-roll the name of Martha Downs, of Peoria, Lil., widow of A\- 
bert Downs, late a private in Company H, Fourteenth Regiment of 
Illinois Volunteers. 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
pension-roll the name of Samuel Robbins, late of Company A, ‘Twelfth 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
pension-roll the name of Solomon J. Grissom, late of Company PF, 
Twentieth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 
sion-roll the name of Mrs. Sarah A. Vaughn, dependent mother of Delos 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


pension-roll the name of Mary Norman, widow of Corporal Turner 
Norman, late of Company G, 
Troo 





pension-roll the name of David T. Elderkin, late of Company K, One 
hundredth Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARGARET COLBATH. 
The bill (H. R. 1585) for the relief of Mrs. Margaret Colbath was 
It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Margaret Colbath, widow of John D. Colbath, 
late a private in Company B, Eighth Regiment New York Heavy Ar- 
tillery Volunteers. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE SCHAEFER. 
The bill (H. R. 413) granting a pension to George Schaefer was con- 
It proposes to place on the 


ninth Illinois Volunteers, now residing in Bushnell, Ill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read_the third time, and passed. 


MARTHA DOWNS. 


The bill (H. R. 4462) granting a pension to Martha Downs was con- 
It proposes to place on the 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL ROBBINS. 
The bill (H. R. 6650) granting a pension to Samuel Robbins was 
It proposes to place on the 


Regiment Missouri State Militia. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SOLOMON J. GRISSOM. 


The bill (H. R. 7617) granting a pension to Solomon J. Grissom was 
It proposes to place on the 


The biil was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SARAH A. VAUGHN 
The bill (H. R. 1592) for the relief of Sarah A. Vaughn was con- 
It proposes to place on the pen- 


A. Graves, late of the Seventeenth Independent Battery Light Artillery, 
New York Volunteers. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amcndment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARY NORMAN. 
The bill (H. R. 6192) granting a pension to Mary Norman was con- 
It proposes to place on the 


Thirty-fifth United States Colored 


ps. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Saw- 
YER May 4, 1886: 


‘ The ee ae, - whom waa. the ah R. nee ~~ 
peeeeen Se orman ve examin same,and report that after 
onan nation they have adopted the report of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions of oe of Representatives, hereto annexed, and recommend the 
The claimant, t Norman, is the widow of Turner Norman, late corporal 
Company G, Thirty: United States Colored Troops, enrolled May 22, 16, 
and who was wounded in battle at Olustee, Fla., February 20, 1864. 
ar t records show soldier in hospital from said wound from Feb- 
ruary 22,1864, to A , 1864; left with detachment at Jacksonville, Fla., sick 
since November 26, ; present for duty from February 28, 1865, to April 30, 


tae mustered out e ee + ay ow y Seances. s. C. 
une Company was in ion at battle a ustee, ., February 20, 
1864, Com y of regimental records do not give the location of wound. — 
hg pie that soldier was treated in general hospital 
Fia., gunshot wound of head received in battle; also in 
at hay ead gunshot wound of left side of head. 
for a pension, but died before the same was granted. 
ion for pension February 4, 1880. ected on the ground 
“drowning,” was not due to the so *s military serv- 


ice. : 
A number of soldier's comrades testify under oath that, although bis right 
w-bone was broken, 


in a rann sore, prod great suffering 
= partial ee ie his return arm Ga to leave his 
regiment, but doing light duty, until his regiment was mustered 
out at the close of the war. 
After his he was a great sufferer, and to a great extent unable to 
perform manual 


Soldier was drowned in an accident while crossing the Roanoke River i 
Mech Caseline the indisest eunalt of the wound received while in the service of 
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the United States and in the line of duty. In crossingsaid river the boat sprung 
a leak; the ferryman called to him to save himself; a man who was also in the 
boat with soldier made his escape, but soldier, suffering from his wound and 
disabilities received in the service, was unable properly to care for himself, 
and was drowned as the boat sank. Soldier's widow is quite poor. 

Your committee are of the opinion that soldier’s death can be easily traced 
to the disability received in the service and in the line of duty, and believing 
~ — widow justly entitled to the pension asked, recommend the passage 

e bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM BRENTANO. 


The bill (S. 1766) granting a pension to William Brentano was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of William Brentano, late of Company B, Thirteenth 
—— Kansas Volunteer Infantry. 

bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM C, SHIMONECH. 

The bill (S. 2229) for the relief of William C. Shimonech was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes that William C. 
Shimonech, late a principal musician in the Third Regiment United 
States Infantry, whose name is now borne on the pension-roll at $14 
per month, shall hereafter be paid in lieu thereof the sum of $24 per 
month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HIRAM R. ELLIS. 

The bill (S. 2183) granting a pension to Hiram R. Ellis was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Hiram R. Ellis, formerly first lieutenant and ad- 
jutant of the Twenty-eighth Michigan Infantry Volunteers, as of the 
rank of first lieutenant and adjutant, in lieu of the pension allowed 
him, under the general pension law, as of the rank of sergeant of Com- 
pany I, Fifth Regiment Michigan Cavalry Volunteers. 

e bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JACOB SMITH. 

The bill (S. 2111) granting a pension to Jacob Smith was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
= the name of Jacob Smith, late of Company E, Second West Virginia 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

IRA MILLER. 
The bill (S. 2039) granting an increase of pension to Ira Miller was 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
roll the name of Ira Miller, late of the Fifteenth Indiana Vol- 
unteer Infantry, at the rate of $72 per month, in lieu of the $50 per 
month heretofore allowed him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ORRIN P. COOLEY. 

The bill (S. 1844) granting a pension to Orrin P. Cooley was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whoie. e 

The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 6, be- 
fore the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to strike out ‘‘fifty’’ and insert ‘‘twenty- 
five;’’ so as te make the bill read: 


Beit enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Orrin P. Cooley, late 
of Company C, poy peng Illinois Volunteers, at $25 per month, from and 
after the passage of act. 


1886. 




























sion-roll the name of Isaac Ransom, late a private in Company C, Forty- 
ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, for such diseases as now 
exist. 

Mr. PLATT. Whyshould that language be used ‘‘ for such diseases 
as now exist?’’ 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Does the Senator move to strike out 
those words?”’ 

Mr. PLATT. I should like some explanation of them. I do not 
know but that they are all right. I should like to have the report read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 4, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S, 2182 
a pension to Isaac Ransom, have examined the same, and report: 

That the records in this case show that claimant was a private in Company 
C, ¥orty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, and enlisted October 15, 1861, and 
was discharged September 13, 1865. It also appears that claimant was pensioned 
for rheumatism from September 14, 1865, to December 31, 1880, when the pension 
was discontinued on the ground that claimant had recovered from the disease. 
It was claimed originally that soldier was sunstruck four times while in the serv- 
ice, but the claim was not allowed, and he was pensioned for rheumatism. 

The records show that claimant was a sound man prior to enlistment; that 
he was a good soldier. The fact of his having been sunstruck is testified to by 
his captain, John Nafius, by the assistant surgeon of the regiment, and also by 
Capt. John M. Williams; also by the regimental surgeon, who treated him for 
other diseases besides rheumatism contracted in the line of his duty. 

There is also abundant testimony from claimant’s neighbors, who knew him 
before enlistment and after his discharge,showing that he was a sound man 
when he enlisted; and since his return from the Army he has been unfitted by 
his disabilities from performing manual labor. 

Taking into consideration all the evidence on file in this case, the committee 
believe it to be their duty to report a substitute for this bill, and recommend its 
passage. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MALITTY ROSE. 

The bill (S. 2335) for the relief of the heirs of Malitty Rose was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to pay to James 
E. Rose, Jane Godfrey, and Francis Patton, the only surviving children 
of Malitty Rose, deceased, the money due upon reissue certificate num- 
bered 3269, issued to Malitty Rose three weeks prior to her death, as 
the widow of Elias Rose, late a private in Captain McCoy’s company, 
United States infantry, of the Florida war. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


restoring 


JOHN C. MILES. 


The bill (S. 2130) granting an increase of pension to John C. Miles 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of John C. Miles, late of Company C, Forty- 
eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of $20 per 
month, in lieu of the $4 per month heretofore allowed him. 

Mr.COCKRELL. There ought to he some amendment there, so that 
it will not carry arrears of pension. That language is a little too 
broad. I move to amend after the word ‘‘ month,’’ where it reads “‘at 
the rate of $20 per month,”’ by inserting ‘‘ from and after the passage 
of this act.’’ 

Mr. SAWYER. I have no objection to that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed 

JOHN W. WILLS. 
The bill (S. 2129) granting an increase of pension to John W. Wills 


was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
The amendment was agreed to. the pension-roll the name of John W. Wills, late ar Tosoeiene B, One 
The bill was reported_to the Senate as amended, and the amendment | hundred and forty-eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, at the rate of 
was concurred in. 7 : $12 per month, in lieu of the $2 per month heretofore allowed him. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the| Mr. PLATT. There ought to be the same amendment in that bill. 
third time, and passed. Mr. SAWYER. I have no objection. 


POWHATTAN B. SHORT. 

The bill (S. 2163) granting a pension to Powhattan B. Short was 

as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Powhattan B. Short, late a private in Com- 
pony K, Sixty-eighth Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia. 
bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
BYRON RB. M’INTYRE. 

The bill (S. 2333) a pension to Byron R. McIntyre was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Byron R. McIntyre, late a private.in Company 
A, Forty-seventh Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ISAAC RANSOM. 

The bill (S. 2334) granting a pension to Isaac Ransom was econsid- 

ered as in Seiedinet the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 


Mr. PLATT. I move to add ‘‘ from and after the passage of this 
act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Representatives were severally 
read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on Finance: 

A bill (H. R. 1628) for the relief of the Continental Fire Insurance 
Company, the Eagle Fire Insurance Company, the City Fire Insurance 
Company, and the Commercial Mutual Insurance Company, all of New 
York city; the Western National Bank, the Merchants’ National Bank, 
and the Maryland Fire Insurance Company, of Baltimore, Md.; 

A bill (H. R. 1813) for the relief of Pattison & Caldwell; 

A bill (H. R. 2395) to authorize J. G. C. Lee, a major and quarter- 
master in the United States Army, to issued a duplicate check, and the 
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assistant treasurer of the United States at New York to pay the same; 

A bill (H. R. 2517) for the relief of the estate of Edwin T. Pilkenton, 
deceased ; 

A bill (H. R. 5554) for the relief of the legal representatives of G. 
Alexander Ramsay; 

A bill (H. R. 7773) for the reliefof Capt. Hollister E. Goodwin and his | 
sureties; and 

A bill (H. R. 8676) for the relief of Lafayette Fowler. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 449) for the relief of John P. T. Davis; 

A bill CH. R. 1062) for the relief of Ernest N. Wardwell; 

A bill (H. R. 1172) to remove the charge of desertion from the record 
of Franklin Thompson, alias 8. E. E. Seelye; 

A bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Sidney R. Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 1740) for the relief of William K. Hammond; 

A bill (1. R. 2156) for the removal of the charge of desertion from 
the record of Martin Murphy; 

A bill R. 2195) for the relief of Christopher Schaefnocker; and 

A bill CH. R. 3384) for the relief of James M. Bacon 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims: 

A bill (H. R. 190) for the relief of certain employés and others of 
the twelfth United States light-house district; 

A bill (H. R. 658) for the relief of Francis W. Haldeman; 

A bill (H. R. 2244) for the relief of J. M. English, administrator of 
the estate of Richard Fitzpatrick, deceased ; 

A bill (H. R. 3908) for the relief of John Ellis; and 

A bill (H. R. 8596) for the relief of Beaufort Lee and others. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands: 

A bill (H. R. 248) for the relief of Henry Gee; 

A bill (H. R. 1418) for the relief of Henry Martin; and 

A bill (H. R. 5175) extending the provisions and benefits of the pre- 
emption law to John E. White. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads: 

A bill (H. R. mw for the relief of Elias B. Moore; 

A bill (H. R. 279) for the relief of T. H. Triplett; 

A bill (H. R. 707) for the relief of J. R. Martin; 

A bill (H. R. 1455) for the relief of Lysander H. Carroll; 

A bill (H. R. 3909) for the relief of Harry Fisk; 

A bill (H. R. 5553) for the relief of E. J. Phillips: 

A bill (H. R. 5651) for the relief of David W. Low; and 

A bill (H. R, 8297) for the relief of Frank Shutt. 

The bill (H. R. 821) for the relief of Samuel M. Gaines was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

The bill (H. R. 4139) for the relief of Thomas Sampson was read 
twice by its title, and referred tg the Committee on Commerce. 


HOUSE PENSION BILLS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate 

A bill (H. R. 1059) to grant a pension to Sorat Romiser; 

A bill (H. R. 1150) granting a pension to Catherine E. Coffin; 

A bill (H. R. 1580) for the relief of Emily B. Baker; 

A bill (H. R. 3118) granting an increase of pension to William H. H. 
Buck; 

A bill (H. R. 3551) granting a pension to George W. Cutler, late pri- 
vate in Company B, Ninth New Hampshire Volunteers; 

A bill (H. R. 5041) granting a pension to Sally A. Stone; 

A bill (H. R. 5091) to restore the name of Harvey Coburn to the 

ion-roll ; 

A bill (H. 


R. 5921) granting an increase of pension to John Ryan; 
A bill (H. 


R. 6278) granting a pension to Margaret O’Connor; 

A bill i R. 6443 granting a pension to Alesander Falosner; 

A bill (H. R. 7244) granting a pension to Robert B. Kirkpatrick: 
A bill (H. R. 7616) for the relief of W. D. Havely; 

A bill (H. R. 7736) to increase the pension of George W. Parks; 
A bill (H. R. 7749) granting a pension to Aretus N. Butler; 

A bill (H. R. 7965) for the relief of Frances Mosher; 

A bill (H. R. 8066) to pension Martha A. Voorhees; 

A bill (H. R. 8151) granting a pension to John P. McDonald; 

A bill (H. R. 8205) granting a pension to J. W. 

A bill (H. R. 8335) to restore William 8. Ray to the pumion adil; 
A bill (H. R. 8601) granting a pension to James H. Butler; 

A bill (H. R. coat granting a pension to Sarah M. Carroll; and 
A bill (H. R. 8651) increasing the pension of Alfred J. Hill. 


The above twenty-two pension bills were severally read twice by their 
Pensions. 


titles, and referred to the Committee on 
UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The hourof2 o'clock havingarrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished 


(S. 714) to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
United States. 





the bill 
aoe 


—$__. 


Mr. HOAR. If it would be convenient for the Senate to adopt the 
usual role in cases of bills of that length, I ask unanimous consent that 
the bill be read by sections for amendment. 

Mr. INGALLS. What is the effect of that suppose it should he 
| agreed to? 

Mr. HOAR. Theeffect of it is that the amendments to each section 
are offered as the section is read. 

Mr. INGALLS. But when the reading is concluded if there are s..-. 
tions that any Senator desires to offer amendments to, the opportunity 
has passed until the bill is reported to the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. Unquestionably. 

Mr. INGALLS. I shall object to that, because-the bill is of suc) 
length that it would be obviously unfair to those who desire to con- 
sider it in detail to cut off the opportunity to amend before the who}. 
bill is reported to the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. Nobody would think—I should not certainly—of 0) 


jecting to going back if any Senator desired at any time to propose an y- 


thing. The convenience is that this course saves a reading, ani it 
attracts the attention of the Senate and of gentlemen who have ameni- 
ments to offer to each section as it is being read and discussed, so that 

we shall not be flying backward and forward. There can be no sn: ap 


judgment taken, because you have the power of reconsideration a: : 


the power of moving amendments in the Senate if I attempted s1 
a thing, which I would not. 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not wish to be deprived of the opportunity of 
offering amendments in Committee of the Whole. With the under- 
standing that after the bill has been thus read as suggested by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts amendments shall be in order to the bill as in 
Committee of the Whole in all parts thereof, I have no objection. 

Mr. HOAR. I will agree to that. I will make my request with 
that understanding. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
be read through at length. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move to take up—— 

Mr. TELLER. Asa question of order I want to find out what was 
the understanding come to as to amendments to the bankruptcy )il! 
We could not hear back here. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The bill will be open to amendments 
moved by any Senator in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HOAR: Will the Chair allow me to make a request for unani- 
mous consent? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair understands that has al- 
ready been given. The Chair put the question. 

Mr. HOAR. Thereseemstobesome misunderstanding. I desire now 
to ask unanimous consent that the bill may be read and amendments 
called for to each section as the reading proceeds, any Senator, how- 
ever, to be at liberty to return to a section that has been passed to 
make an amendment if he desires. 

Mr. INGALLS. After the reading of the bills shall have been coi- 
cluded, as in Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. HOAR. At any time. 

Mr. TELLER. Why should any special rule be made about it ? 
Why not let this bill take the regular parliamentary course ? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It can only be done by unanimous 
consent. Is there objection? 

Mr. TELLER. I will not object, but I do not see any propriety in it. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Massach 


If there be no objection the bill wil! 


usetts asks 
unanimous consent of the Senate that this bill shall be considered by 
sections and open to amendment, and when the reading is gone throug! 
with any section shall be still open toamendment. The Chair hear: 
no objection to this arrangement. 

DISTRICT APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PLUMB. I now move that the Senate proceed to the conside:- 
ation of the District appropriation bill. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Kansas object to having that 
done by unanimous consent, laying the bankruptcy bill aside inform- 
ally? 

Mr. PLUMB. I have no objection to that. I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 639° 
making appropriations to provide for the expenses of the government 0! 
the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, ani 
for other purposes. 

The PRESIDENT . The Senator from Kansas asks tlic 
unanimous consent of the Senate that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the appropriation bill indicated by him. 

Mr. HOAR. The bankruptcy bill g tens laid aside informally. 

The ee tempore. The pending order being laid asil« 
ag gg og ee no objection, and that order will be mace. 

Mr. G IN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. PLUMB. Before the Senator from Louisiana is ized, I de- 
sire to have unanimous consent that the formal ing of the bill at 
length be dispensed with, and that it be read by paragraphs for amenc- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection that order 
will be taken. 
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Mr. PLUMB. The Senator from Louisiana desires to make a few re- 
marks, and has asked me to yield to him for that purpose, and I do so. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House insisted upon its disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate to rv bill (H. R. ao —— — 
priations to supply deficiencies in appropriations for public print- 
ing, pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1886, agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. RANDALL, 
Mr. Le Fevre, and Mr. McComas managers at the conference on the 
part of the House. ee 

The also announced that the House had passed the bill (S. 
670) to increase the pension of the widow of the late Commander T. A. 
M. Craven. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 320) for the relief of Hiram W. Hubbard; and 

A bill (H. R. 6337) for the relief of James D. Wood. 


EXECUTIVE SESSIONS WITH OPEN DOORS. 


Mr. GIBSON. I have requested the Senator from Kansas to yield 
to me that I might ask the Senate to take up the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut [Mr. PLatr] regarding executive sessions, in 
order to make a few remarks upon it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Louisiana asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed informally to the con- 
sideration of the resolution submitted by the Senator from Connecticut, 
which will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, submitted by Mr. PLAttr Janu- 
ury 29, 1886, as follows: 

That executive nominations shall hereafter be considered and acted 


upon in open session, e when otherwise ordered by vote of the Senate, and 
so much of section 2, Rule RXXVI, and section 2, Rule XX XVIII, of the stand- 
ing rules of the Senate as conflicts with or is inconsistent with the above is tothe 
extent of such inconsistency rescinded. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
lution is before the Senate. 

Mr. GIBSON. ‘Mr. President, when we reflect upon the origin and 
growth oi the insfitutions of representative or popular government, 
how they were created, not in the cabinets of kings, nor in the specula- 
tions of political philosophers, but by the sturdy efforts of freemen 
assembled to demand redress of actual grievances or to protect them- 
selves against arbitrary power, and how entirely they draw their nour- 
ishment and support from the people, in fact constitute governments of 
the people aad for the people, we can not fail to be astonished at the 
reluctance they who conduct them have ever exhibited to draw aside 
the curtain of concealment and to expose all their proceedings to the 
serutiny and knowledge of the public; for however popular the origin 
of parliamentary or congressional government, all legislative assemblies 
are in theory and within a comparatively recent period were in fact 
closed against the public. 

In both branches of the British Parliament the proceedings were con- 
ducted with closed doors from the.earliest times down to less than one 
hundred ago. 

Judge Cooley, in his work on constitutional limitations, says: 

Many matters the publication of which now seems‘important to j i 
oop sed harmonious workings of free institutions and the pro} ye en oe 
of 
thority. 


There is no objection, and the reso- 


officers by those interested in the discharge of their iene treated 
by the public authorities as offenses against good order and ‘contempts of au- 


No official publication of the debates in Parliament was provided for 
and no other was allowed. The brief sketches which found their way 
into print wese usually disguised under the garb of a fictitious parlia- 
ment held in a foreign country. For such publication in 1747 the edi- 
tor of the Gentleman’s Magazine was brought to the bar of the house 
of commons for reprimand and only discharged on expressing his con- 
— And in 1641 Sir Edward Deering was expelled and imprisoned 

pa 


blishing a collection of his own speeches, and the book was or- 


dered to be burned by the publichangman. Until about the period of 

the American Revolution, and evensubsequent tothat event, publication 

of proceedings was considered a breach of privilege. Freedom to report 

and debates was 2% last due to Wilkes, who became, not- 

his infamous private character, a public benefactor by his 

obstinate defense of the liberty of the press and security from arbitrary 
search and arrest. 

The freedom of the press itself is of comparatively recent origin. No 
mention was made of it in the English petition of rights nor in the bill 
of rights. Even in America the magistrates of Massachusetts su (fered 
the publication of the general laws under protest asa hazardous ex peri- 
ment, and forsuch publication in Virginia the printer was arrested and 
aoe bonds until the king’s pleasure was declared that no print- 

should be allowed inthecolony. Books were adjudged to be viven 
to the flames that advocated the general principles of popular freedom, 
and even as late as toward the close of the seventeenth century the gov- 
ernor of New York was expressly instructed to suffer no printing, and 
the governor of Virginia thanked God there were no free schools nor 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 4 











printing presses in that colony, and he trusted that these breeders of 
disobedience and heresy and sect would long be unknown. 

Slow indeed were the approaches toward that freedom of the press 
and publicity in the proceedings of legislative bodies which prevail to- 
day. It wasasteady growth, however, from generation to generation 
as these institutions caught the spirit of modern progress and embraced 
more and more the cause of the people. 

While as a matter of right strangers may be excluded, yet in point 
of fact accommodations are now provided for reporters of newspapers 
and secrecy is unknowx to the house of commons and lord rheir 
proceedings are as open as the day. Secret sessions in respect to any 
matter are not tolerated, and if an attempt were now made to exclude 
the public from the house of commons it would produce revolution 

If the commons, says Macaulay, were to suffer the lords even to origi- 
nate money bills we doubt whether such a surrender of their constitu- 
tional rights would excite half so much dissatisfaction as the exc] 
of strangers from a single important discussion. 

The gallery in which the reporters sit has become a fourth estate of 
the realm. 

The publication of the debates, a practice which seemed to the most 
liberal statesmen of the old school full of danger to the great safeguards 
of public liberty, is now regarded by many persons as a safeguard 
tantamount and more than tantamount to all the rest together. 

Bagehot, in his adinirable work on the English constitution, advises 
that treaties be made by Parliament. He says: 


If we require that in some form the assent of Parliament shall be given to 
such treaties we should have a real discussion prior to the making of such 
treaties, we should have the reason for the treaty plainly stated and also the 
reasons against it. At present, as we hav@seen, the discussion is unreal. The 
thing is done and can not be altered, and what is said often ought not to be said 
because it is captious, and what is not said ought as often to be said because it 
is material. We should have a manlier and plainer way of dealing wit! for- 
eign policy, for ministers should be obliged to explain their foreign coniracts 
before they are valid, just as they are compelled to explain their domestic pro- 

before they can become laws. 

Iam disposed to deny entirely that there can be any treaty for which ade- 
quate reasons can not be given to the English people which the English people 
ought to make. A great deal of the reticency of diplomacy had, I think, better 
be spokenout. The worst families are those in which the members never speak 
their minds to each other. 

It is the same with nations. The parties concerned would almost always be 
better for hearing the substantial reasons which induce the negotiators to 
make the treaty and the negotiators would do their werk much better, for half 
the ambiguities in treaties are caused by the negotiators not taking the pains 
to put their own meaning distinctly before their own minds and they would 
have to make ii plain if they had to argue on it before a great assembly. 


Our American institutions follow closely the historical antecedents 
and characteristics which they inherited from those of the mother coun- 
try. Itmust not be imagined that they sprang suddenly into existence, 
for not only in their organic structure but in their modes of procedure 
they retain the cast and lineaments of the institutions of the country 
whose loyal subjects their framers once had been. 

All the provincial Legislatures sat with closed doors. But it may 
be said with truth that the first Legislature to make its proceedings pub- 
lic was the Legislature of Massachusetts. Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, 
in an address before the Maine Historical Society, says: 

Theearliest instance of authorized publicity being given to the deliberation of 
a legislative body in modern days was in the same house of representatives of 


Massachusetts, on the 34 day of June, 1766, when upon motion of James Otis a 
resolution was carried to open a gallery for such as wished to hear the debate. 


But the proceedings of the old Confederation Congress were always 
in secret. The constitutional convention of 1787 sat with closed doors, 
and although imperfect reports of the debates have since been published, 
the injunction of secrecy upon its members was never removed. 

Luther Martin, who was a member from Maryland, in a lettér ad- 
dressed to the house of delegates of Maryland in 1788 on the Federal 
convention of 1787, says: 

By order the doors were to be shut and the whole proceedings were to be 
kept secret,and so far did this rule extend, that we were thereby prevented 
from corresponding with gentlemen in the different States upon the subject 
under our discussion, a circumstance which I confess I greatly regret. I had 
no idea that all the wisdom, integrity, and virtue of this State or of the others 
were centered in the convention. I wished to have corresponded freely and 
confidentially with the eminent political characters in my own and other States, 
not to be implicitly dictated to by them, but to give their sentiments due weight 


ision 


and consideration. So extremely solicitous were they that their proceedings 
should not transpire that the members were prohibited even from taking copies 
of resolutions on which the convention were deliberating or extracts of any 


Ission 


kind from the journal without formally moving for and obtaining perm 
by vote of the convention for that purpose. 


It is not, therefore, surprising that the Constitution contained no 
provision requiring that the debates or proceedings of Congress should 
be conducted in open session and none at all upon the subject except 
the following in Article I, section 5: 

Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members 
for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a mem- 
ber. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to 
time publish the same, excepting such parts as may in their judgment require 
secrecy, and the yeas and nays of the members of either House on any question 
shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journal. 


The only purpose and effect of these clauses is to compel Congress 
to publish from time to time what has been actually done, to give to 
the world the acta diurna merely, such parts of its proceedings as the 
members themselves may deem proper. We shall be prepared, there- 
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fore, to find that the Senate of the United States sat with closed doors 
from April 21, 1789, until February 11,1794. William Maclay, a Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania from 1789 to 1791, kept a journal, published a 
few years ago, in which may be found sketches of thedebates. Maclay 
says, speaking of what occurred April 27, 1790: 


No business was done in the Senate but consenting to nominations sent down 
on Saturday, and the Senator from Virginia laid a resolution on the table for 
opening the doors of the Senate on the discussion of legislative matters. 

Again, on the 24th April, 1791: 

This day nothing of moment engaged the attention of the Senate in the way 
of debate until the Virginia Senators moved that the doors of the Senate Cham- 
bershould be opened on the first day of the next session. I was happy that I 


had given my voice on a former oceasion for it. The reasons I gave then oper- 
ated with full force on my mind. The first was, that I knew of no reason for 
keeping the door of any legislative assembly open that did not apply with equal 
force to us. The second was, that I thought ita compliment due to the smaliest 
States in the Union to indulge them in such a request. 


According to him the objections to it were, namely: 


That the members would make speeches for the galleries and for the public 
papers would be the fault of the members. If they waged war in words and oral 
combats, if they pitted themselves like cocks, or played the gladiator for the 
amusement of the idle and the curious the fault wastheirs. That let who would 
fill the chair of the Senate I ho discretion would mark their deportment. 
That they would rise to impart knowledge and listen to obtain information. 
That while this line of conduct marked their debates it was totally immaterial 
whether thousands attended or whether there were not a a single spectator. 


The objections prevailed, and the resolutions were lost. It was not 
until 1794 that the doors of the Senate were opened and continued 
open during the discussion upon the contested election of Albert Gal- 
latin, which was not concluded yntil April 28, with the decision that 
the election of Mr. Gallatin walbvoid in consequence of his not having 
been a citizen of the United States for the constitutional period. The 
case being settled the doors of the Senate were closed against the pub- 
lic to the end of that session, when the legislative sessions were made 
public and have remained so, in conformity to the resolution of Febru- 
ary 19, 1794— 

That after the present session of Congress, and so soon as suitable galleries 
shall be provided for, the Senate Chamber and said galleries shail be permitted 
to be opened every morning so long as the Senate shall be e in their 
legislative capacity, unless in such cases as may in the opinion of the Senate 
require secrecy, afler which the galleries shall be closed. 

The fact is secrecy was until within a very recent time regarded as 
an indispensable element in the affairs of state, and reasons of state and 
state secrets were charmed and potent words, while in the hearts of the 
most enlightened and philosophical statesmen there dwelt a profound 
conviction that while the people should have a voice in their govern- 
ment, yet its administration should be removed from their direct control 
and immediate supervision as far as possible. They felt that concerns 
of such vast importance as the national honor and safety and fidelity to 
national obligations and the legislation essential to the general welfare 
should not be committed to the determination of influences springing 
from the popular judgment and popular conscience, but that the pro- 
cesses by which public opinion was passed over into the public will ex- 
pressing itself in legislation should be intricate, remote, and secretive. 

Even as late as 1840 John Quincy Adams regarded the political ex- 
citements and mass-meetings and the assembling of popular nominating 
conventions as full of peril to our institutions. He says: 


From the organization of the Government under the present Constitution of 
the United States, the nominations of candidates for office of President 


were made in caucuses by members of Congress and by members of the State 
Legislatures. 


He declares that the Congressional caucuses signally failed, and that 
the State legislative nominations produced only cross-purposes and 
have been superseded by popularconventions. This hasbeen followed 
by numerous assemblages in all the States where the opposition is of any 
strength, and not a week has passed within four months without a 
convocation of thousands of people to hear inflammatory es. 
** Here,’ says this accomplished statesman, who entered the public 
service of our country at an earlier age and continued in it longer than 
any other and always with matchless ability— 

Here— 

He says— 


isa revolution in the habit®and manners of the people. Where will it end? 


These are party movements and must in the ea of things become 
antagonistical. These meetings can not be multiplied in number and ek 
without resulting in yet deeper tragedies. Their manifest tendency is to civil 


war, 

There is not a school-boy to-day in the land that would not laugh at 
these apprehensions of one of the most learned and gifted statesmen of 
whom our country can boast. 

But at length it has become an axiom in this and all other countries 
where constitutional freedom prevails that political matters are not pri- 
vate matters but public matters, and that the surest remedy for all evils 
that afllict society is to be found in the widest publicity and in the re- 
sources which the wisdom and the conscience of the many may bring 
to bear upon the sufferings and wrongs of any one or of any portion of 
the people. 

Dr. Francis Lieber, in his work on civil liberty and self-govern- 
ment, edited by Dr. Theodore D. Woolsey, in speaking of those guar- 


antees of liberty which relate more especially to the government of a 
free country aad the character of its policy, says: 

The first of all we have to mention under this head is publicity of public bus}. 
ness. This implies the ae of Legislatures and judicial courts as well as of 
all minor transactions that can in their nature be transacted publicly, and also 
the publication of all important documents, and } apeen. and treaties, and what- 
ever else can interest the le at large. It fi r implies perfect freedom 
with which reporters may publish the transactions of public bodies. Without 
the latter, the admission of the public — hardly amount to publicity at a)). 
We do not assemble in the market as the people of antiquitydid. The millions 
depending upon information in our national States could not meet in the as. 
sembly as it was possible in the ancient city states, even if we had not a repre- 
sentative government. The public journals are in some respects to modern 
freemen what the agora was to the Athenians and the forum to the Romans. 

An ancient free city can be imagined without a — press; a modern free 
country can not. Publicity in connection with civil liberty means publicity in 
the transactions of the business of the public in all branches. In free countries 
political matters relate to the people, and therefore ought to be public. Public. 
ity informs of public matters; it teaches and educates and it binds together. 
There is no patriotism without publicity,and though publicity can not always 
prevent mischief, it is at all events an alarm-bell which calls the public attention 
to the spot of danger.” 


There is not a man in America to-day who would not condemn any 
secret political society or organization as dangerous to political liberty 
and violative of the spiritof our institutions. There may possibly arise 
extraordinary circumstances during war or civil commotions when a re- 
sort to secret sessions might be justifiable; but why, I ask, as a general 
rule, should any part of the people’s business be shrouded in mystery 
and concealed from them? It will be admitted that the opening of the 
doors of the legislative sessions of the Senate has wrought no harm to 
the Republic, but on the contrary has advanced every interest which 
under the Constitution has been committed to its charge, and enriched 
modern literature with specimens of oratory not surpassed in any ago 
or country. 

But it is insisted when the Senate comes to give its consent and advice 
respecting treaties its proceedings should be conducted with closed doors. 
This was important, perhaps necessary, in the early days of the Republic 
when European nations treated our country and its representatives with 
contumely and haughty disdain, and when, owing to our weakness we 
sought alliances and made concessions to obtain a genuine independence 
on land and sea and our territorial rights. No American can read the 
history of our early treaties and of the efforts of our diplomatists to se- 
cure respectful treatment and the unquestioned recognition of the rights 
of our countrymen withouta sense of resentment. But that day is past 
forever. In the plenitude of our power we can afford to discuss all 
questions in open sessions and with entire frankness and moderation, and 
the very consciousness of national greatness will inspire Senators with 
kindness and generosity toward all weak nations and dignity and for- 
bearance even toward the most powerful. 

The very discussion of international questions in open session will 
stimulate the people to take more interest in the welfare of the coun- 
try as a whole, inspire national sentiments and greater pride in our 
country’s honor and standing among the nations of theearth. It will 
tend to lift the minds of our statesmen and of our people as well out of 
the jealousies and narrowness of this section or that into the contem- 
plation and consideration of the vast imperial destinies which are be- 
fore them. The principles of international law, the interpretation of 
treaties and their history, the sentiments and views of foreign govern- 
ments, and the considerations of honor or of interest or policy which 
should determine our attitude, are all matters which should be brought 
more and more under popular observation and familiar discussion. 

I have always insisted that no dangers are likely to result to our in- 
stitutions or injuries to any interest by the cultivation of a healthy 
national spirit. The danger is in the perversion of the national attri- 
butes and faculties to advance special privileges or sectional power or 
interests, tovccompel unjust concessions from weak nations to false and 
fraudulent claims of individuals, or to engage the countay in complica- 
tions leading to war to satisfy personal ambitions or the greed and self- 
ishness of particular local interests. The surest guarantees against 
such misdirection and misapplication is to be found in the widest pub- 
licity and appeals to the good sense and patriotism of the people. 

But if there be any class of treaties thatshould be discussed in open 
session it is that involving the exertion of the revenue power, which 
under the Constitution was committed to the House of Representatives. 
By the recognized practice of the Government no longer questioned, 
such ®eaties, before they may be proclaimed and made operative and 
binding, must derive their legal force and validity from the necessary 


legislation by the House of tatives. How illogical 
and inconsistent with all our notions sel and sense is it 
for the Senate to shroud its discussions of the treaty with the Hawaiian 


Islands or Mexico in secrecy, while at the same time the House of Kep- 
resentatives may be considering both in the most open manner, and in- 


viting the people whose interests may be sacrificed to a full and re- 
spect hearing and the leading i 
dissertations 


of the country are full of 

upon them. I commend to the careful atten- 

tion of Senators the in ing and instructive articles of Hon. David 

A. Wells in the latest numbers of the Popular Science Monthly of New 

York on the unilateral treaty with Mexico, entitled ‘‘An economic study 
of Mexico.”’ 


Let in the light upon these treaties. Let us know whether they are 
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intended to advance the national welfare or those of individuals merely. 
Let us be informed when it is shown that about $23,000,000 of the hard 
earnings of the people of this country have been paid to syndicates in 
the Sandwich Islands withoutany compensating benefit under the guise 
of this so-called treaty which repealed the old treaty of 1850, projected 
by Daniel Webster and completed by John M. Clayton, under which 
every possible provision, right, and privilegé were secured for our 
whaling fleets, our ships of commerce and of war, our trade and com- 
merce, and for our citizens as fully and completely as if the islands 
had become a part of our territory. Under that treaty American in- 
fluence and supremacy soon became undisputed, and the advancement 
of American interests and of the people of the islands in civilization 
was remarkable. I ask Senators to contrast articles 6 and 7 of the 
treaty of 1850 and its effects with the articles of the present subsidized 
convention or any proposed modification of it as the equivalent of the 
subsidy! Let us be informed not in secret but in the light of day why 
the treaty should be continued for onc instant, a treaty that has con- 
demned those islands to. the baneful influences of coolie slavery.and 
blasted their development as a rising commonwealth in the Pacific sea 
and an outpost for American institutions and civilization. 

Let us if we intend to embark on. the doctrine of manifest destiny, 
the urbi et orbi policy—let us proclaim it openly and boldly and buy 
the islands outright, but I protest against the contintiance of a vulgar 
subsidy so large to aliens who can well afford to spend hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to perpetuate a bounty so extravagant while so 
many of our own people are plunged in distress. No questions could 
be more safely discussed by and before the people than these, and every 
consideration of national welfare should induce us to open wide the 
doors when treaties that tax the people and take from their hard earn- 
ings are to become the laws of the land. It was but yesterday that a 
debate in open session was held upon a question that more than any 
other has perplexed our diplomacy. I mean, of course, the fisheries; 
and it will be admitted that the very publicity of the debate was pro- 
ductive of results. Such discussions would expose to the country 
the principles and considerations that control Senators on all questions 
concerning not only the relations of our Government to all foreign gov- 
ernments, but also the intercourse and transactions between citizens of 
our own and of foreign nations, the nature and character of all dis- 
putes and the manner and method of their settlement. 

The Senate would be spared those unseemly criticisms inspired by 
unworthy motives, or by ignorance, thatsecrecy invites and renders it 
impossible to answer, doing injustice to patriotic Senators and bringing 
odium upon our institutions and country in the eyes of the world. 

But it isheld that when the Senate comes to consider whether it will 
advise and consent to nominations and appointments the doors should 
be closed and the most rigid secrecy observed. Now, Mr. President, 
there are two methods for filling offices created by the Constitution and 
the laws, one by election and the other by appointment, and I submit 
that the reasons which compel and justify the utmost publicity in the 
discussion of the merits and qualifications in one case should prevail 
in the other. 

The offices belong to the people, were created for their benefit, and not 
for the benefit of the office-holders, nor as personal or political perquisities, 
norasofficial patronage, nor for the Senate, but wholly todo the necessary 
work of the nation; aid the people pay their officers for such work out 
of their own pockets, and they have a right to know all about their 
qualifications when they come to be appointed or elected. If it were 
once understood that entire publicity were the rule respecting all ap- 
pointments the chief difficulty in the way of the thorough reformation 
of the public service would be removed. 

In first place, unworthy men, knowing their own unfitness or 
misconduct, would not desire that their names should be exposed to a 

fire from the press and their fellow-citizens when presented 
a the consideration of the Senate. How many such men now 
ted and secure recommendations who would 

the people for election, counting upon the shield 

of secrecy to protect themselves against the condemnation of the public. 

In the second place, it would impose greater circumspection and re- 
sponsibility and better methods upon the appointing power. It is 
utterly impossible from the nature of things that the President should 
know the real character of theapplicants foroffice, and he would realize 
that as the recommendations considerations that control his selec- 
tion were to be laid before the Senate, not in secret but in open session, 
which is tantamount to laying them before the country, it would be- 
hoove him to require testimonials from the highest sources, so that a 
complete record should be made up for the country constituting the 
credentials of the appointees; and ienten and Representatives and 
gentlemen oo phe life who now carelessly give their recommenda- 
tions left without scrutiny would be more careful when it 
was understood that the measure of their responsibility was like- 
manle be Gastared to the country and not hid away in the archives of 

committee-rooms. 


Inthe a it would relieve the Senate from the constant dis- 
cussion of upon private character which secrecy holds out as a 
to those who would gratify personal malice or revenge by 


under cover or in the dark. The ‘‘lion’s mouth’’ at Venice 
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when the council of ten, the famous oligarchy, ruled the city by the 
sea was not a more appropriate device to invite the secret denunciation 
of particular persons than the immunity which secret sessions of the 
Senate affords. 





To him had Venice ceased to be 

Her ancient civic boast, * the free,”’ 
And in the palace of St. Mark 
Unnamed accusers, in the dark, 
Within the “lion’s mouth” had placed 
A charge against him uneffaced. 

With the disappearance of secrecy would also disappear those baseless 
charges that cause good men hesitate to have their names brought be- 
fore the Senate. Just, fair, honorablecriticism which publicity would 
beget no American would or could complain of. Indeed, he hasaright 
to such trial and consideration if charges be made; but a secret inqui- 
sition conducted in behalf of men whose names are withheld from the 
accused is repulsive to every honorable mind. The duty to investigate 
in secret and by secret methods the character of the person assailed and 
the assailants is the most humiliating and disgusting work ever com- 
mitted to gentlemen. Let us open the doors of the Senate, and we shall 
be no longer required to pass on charges springing from such motives. 

Publicity is a process of purification, while secrecy breeds suspicions 
of intrigues and excites odium and discontent. No doubt the effects of 
this change would be to deprive the Senate of the opportunity of seek- 
ing party advantage in the matter of appointments by concealing what 
might be to the disadvantage of the party of the majority of the Senate 
and adroitly expose for public censure only what in their judgment 
might bring reproach upon the party of the minority. 

It would also undoubtedly tend to relax the grasp which the Senate 
itself has taken upon the public patronage as one of its prerogatives 
and transfer the responsibility to the appointing power, where it prop- 
erly belongs. ° 

Since the form and structure and jurisdiction of these Federal insti- 
tutions have been finally settled (so far as anything can be said to be 
settled in government) by nearly a hundred years of experience and 
precedents, by the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
and the arbitrament of civil war, the leading question before the peo- 
ple about which they will concern themselves will be how to promote 
the honesty, economy, fidelity, and efficiency of the practical adminis- 
tration of the Government, and the party that shall identify itself with 
these beneficent ends will receive and deserve to receive power at their 
hands. Faithful to its principles and creed I believe this to be the 
aspiration of the President and the true mission of the Democratic 
party. 

It may be said, perhaps, that I exaggerate the efficacy of publicity 
and the civic virtues and spirit of the people; that indifference to pub- 
lic affairs is the characteristic of the more intelligent and well-to-do of 
our fellow-citizens, and that on this account the more active and igno- 
rant will control and determine the issues of the day and the fate of 
our Government. 

A very brilliant writer, Sir Henry 8. Maine, has observed that democ- 
racy is monarchy inverted; that the modes of addressing the multitudes 
are the same as the modes of addressing kings; that it is a form of govern- 
ment under which panegyrics to the multitudes may be easily under- 
stood. ce 

This I confess, Mr. President, though intended somewhat as a re- 
proach, is in a great measure a just criticism. This is the people’s 
government. And they after all are the true king, not associated 
wealth or corporate power, nor combination, or special organizations 
of any kind, but the many, embracing all classes, greater and stronger 
than any one, spread all over the country, governing themselves by their 
industrious sobriety, their intelligent comprehension, their patriotic 
devotion, their determination toresist and suppress all attempts at vio- 
lence and lawlessness or at injustice and oppression; they constitute the 
source of all power, and must and will assert their intelligent suprem- 
acy, their capacity for wise administration, for genuine and faithfal 
kingship in respect to the conduct of their government in all its depart- 
ments according to its appointed constitution and forms, or else the 
whole scheme must prove in the end to have been a mistake, and add 
another to the long list of the failures of mankind at self-government. 

No public interests require that any of the proceedings of the Serate 
should be keptsecret from them. Secret sessions are as much now out 
of place and date as the sword John Adams wore when presiding over 
this body would be upon the person of our President pro tempore. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MANDERSON in the chair). 
resolution will retain its place on the Calendar under Rule VIII. 

Mr. HOAR. Ishould like toask my honorable friend from Louisiana 
with reference to one expression in his speech, if he understands that 
there is on the part of this body or of any member of it on either side 
of the Chamber a claim to treat the public offices of this country or 
any of them as the patronage of the body. 

Mr. GIBSON. I do not know that I can specify any individual mem- 
ber of the Senate who claims that as a part of the prerogative of the 


The 


ly. 
Mr. HOAR. That is not my question, but whether there is any such 
a thing existing. 


Mr. GIBSON. I think the history of the Senate will show that a great 
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many of the leading Senators of this body have in times past regarded 
their wishes to the Execunve as omnipotent tosuch an extent that when 
they were not complied with they feltso humiliated that some of them, 
not at a very remote period, have resigned their places on this floor as 
Senators. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to say if the Senator will permit me—— 

Mr. GIBSON. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. While his statement with the qualification he makes 
of it in times past may have some truth in it, I do not believe that for 
the Jast ten years, since the close of the second administration of Presi- 
dent Grant, there has been any such claim made on the part of the 
Senate as a body collectively or on the part of any considerable number 
of individual Senators; and the whole notion in my belief, so far as my 
experience goes, is a pure myth, a figment of the imagination, such as 
prevails in some parts of the country. I think every member of this 
body on both sides of the Chamber would concur most emphatically in 
rejecting any such claim for himselfor for the Senat>, as I am sure my 
friend does. 

Mr. GIBSON. I trust the Senator from Massachusetts did not infer 
that [ intended to make any attack upon him or upon any r as 
abusing his position in the Senate with respect to patronage, but 1 had 
in my mind the history of the Senate in regard to the matter of appoint- 
ments. I think every Senator is aware of the fact that in times past 
certainly the public patronage has been considered in a large measure as 
the political right of the Senators from the State in which the appoint- 
ments were to be made, that they were not only entitled to be con- 
sulted, but that they were entitled to control the appointments in their 
respective States. 

Mr. HOAR. I did notask the question of my honorable friend from 
Louisiana, for whom I have the greatest res as unders ing that 
he had made any attack on the Senate or still less that he had made 
any on me, for I suppose that nobody ever imputed to me any such 
claim at any time in my public life. 

Mr. GIBSON. Certainly not. 

Mr. HOAR. ButI asked the question because I thought onesentence 
in the Senator’s remarks might be misunderstood, and might make the 
foundation of such a claim elsewhere. 

Mr. GIBSON. Such was not my intention. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to be permitted to say asa person who is a 
thorough believer in what is called civil-service reform, in divorcing 
the appointment to executive offices, except those which are political 
in their nature, from politics; and, having observed this thing pretty 
closely for the last ten or eleven years, that I do not believe there is a 
vestige of that claim or practice, if it ever existed, left in the Senate to- 
day, or has been for years. 

Mr. GIBSON. I will say, if the Senator will permit me, that in the 
last year there lias been a rapid change in that respect. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not think the change has taken place in the last 
year. 

Mr. PLATT. Ido not wish to continue this discussion at present; 
but I do not want to let this opportunity pass without affirming my 
belief that patronage has been the ruin of more men in the Senate 
politically than anything else. 

Mr. HOAR. Of men now in the Senate, or men formerly in the 
Senate? 

Mr. PLATT. With my limited knowledge of the history of the Sen- 
ate I can cast my eye backward and see men strong in other respects 
who have been relegated to private life simply on account of their use 
of the patronage of the Government. 

I wish to say one thing more, that since I have been in the Senate 
I have found it the general, if not the universal, custom of Senators to 
solicit nominations at the hands of the President, and then come here 
and act upon those nominations in secret session. If there be a more 
monstrous impropriety than that I do not know what it is. 

Mr. HOAR. It is undonbtedly true that during the administration 
of Andrew Johnson, on account of the strife which grew up between 
him and the Senate and House of Representatives, in which thé domi- 
nant majority in Congress oe the very existence of the Republic 
itself was at stake, the Repu Senators, having a two-thirds ma- 
jority, undertook to deal with the functions of government to some ex- 
tent as if they had been a Continental Congress without any executive 
head of the Government whatever; and that in the early part of Presi- 
dent Grant's administration there was a contest between the President 
and the Senate in regard to the limit of these so-called pre- 
rogatives, in which contest President Grant to = extent yielded the 
position which he affirmed at the beginning of his administration. 
The nomination and election of President Hayes was, and was meant 
to be, by the Republican party a tramping out of that practice. It 
was effectually and thoroughly trampled out, and has not shown its 
head as far as I have been able to see for many years pasti 


I do not think my friend from Connecticut will affirm that any of the 
political ruins to which he has referred are now left in the Senate. 
Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire to inquire of 


the Senator from 
Connecticut when this subject is likely to be before the Senate again. 
Several speeches have been made upon it, and all in favor Prop. 
osition. I desire at the earliest opportunity 


is S order, against the proposition, very briefly, but something on t}. 
subject. 

Mr. PLATT. Ishall move to take up the resolution for consider, 
tion immediately after the disposition of the bankruptcy bill. 

Mr.TELLER. Mr. President, I mustsay that I am a little surprise, 
at the charge made by the Senator from Louisiana. I can only under. 
stand it from the fact that he has been acting until very recently witl 
a party out of power, and undoubtedly he has supposed that the Re. 
publican members of this body were making claims of the charact b 
mentions. I am very confident that for the last ten years, as a 
the Senator from Massachusetts, no such claim has been made by any 
considerable portion of this body in theory, nor has there been any s1):} 
practice. 

I had some little opportunity to know what the claims have |je¢) 
by Senators during the last administration, and I say unhesitatin:|y 
that I never heard it suggested during that time by any Republica) 
Senator t rat he was entit\ed to control the patronage of his State. | 
can say beyond any fear of controversy as to the correctness of it that 
that was not the practice of the administration. At least I will speak 
for the Department over which I presided. When a vacancy occurred 
it was more frequently the Member from the district where the vacan 
occurred who was apt to be consulted than the Senator, and if any}ody 
controlled the patronage of the Department it was the Member and not 
the Senator. 

Mr. HOAR. Did anybody control it? 

Mr. TELLER. I would say that nobody controlled it. Suppose a 
land office should become vacant in the State of Kansas. It was neces- 
sary to appoint a successor. The Secretary of the Interior, whose duty 
it would be to present this matter to the President for hisaction, would 
have no idea who was a proper person. The practice was in such a case 
to go to the Member of Congress in whose district the land office was, 
and inquire as to the various candidates who had presented themse| ves 
for appointment. Always the files of the Department had a large num- 
ber of applications of that kind. If there was any controversy about 
it, perhaps the Senators might have been also consulted. Nobody 
claimed and nobody was allowed to dictate the patronage of his State 
or of his district. 

Of course I do not say that Senators did not come and recommend ap- 
pointments, and Senators on that side of the Chamber will bear wit- 
ness that in very many instances they came and were also heard, and 
in not a few instances their wishes were complied with, as they must 
remember. The Department simply endeavored to find who were com- 
petent. 

There are two things to be considered when you are making appoint- 
ments: First, is the man com t? Secondly, ishe acceptable to tle 
— Recognizing the tof the people to have men not only 

mpetent, but men who were not objectionable, other qualities have 
baal looked for beside the mere question of com cy. Amanmight 
be very competent, and yet he might be very objectionable to the peo- 
ple of the country where he was holding office. Men have been rec- 
ommended, I know, sometimes and have not been appointed, not be- 
cause their qualifications were questioned, but because it was belie\ ci! 
that for some reason there was personal or political hostility of such a 
character that it was not wise to make the appointment. 
know neither the members of the 
House nor the members of the Senate during the time of which I speak 
in any branch of the public 
case now I do not think the change has 
as the Senator from Louisiana suggests, 
for certainly for the last five years that has been the rule. I can speak 
as a member of eee and certainly I never 
entitled to make app!i- 


mein 

cop aununie tea 
ments in the State Shidh I tn-quubocbemtntcommetae-ctadcary ( tomy 
wishes. I never went tothe President tocomplain. Inever fought. 
appointment in my State, although some of the appointees were pcr- 
sonally and politically obnoxious tome. If I was satisfied that they 
ee I can say that I never made 4 
controversy in the Senate, although many times they were not the men 
I should have selected. They were selected through other influences 
ee 

I wish to repeat that that claim has been made in the public press 
grec mt oe mee aroromiperane sey. 50 yeeracanchalmmuaal least 
it has not been true. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution will be returned to 
the Calendar and hold its place under the eighth rule. 


OREGON LAND DISTRICT. 
a pape I now call for the reading of the District approp™:- 


l 


tion 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I appeal to the Senator from Kansas 
to allow his bill to be laid aside ily for a mo- 
ment to me to call up a local bill to which there will be no ob- 
j 


ection. 
Mr. PLUMB. What is the bill? 
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Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. It is a bill reported from the commit- | salaries and contingent expenses for collector's office,’’ in line 40, after 


tee of which the Senator is chairman, and it provides for the establish- 
ment of an additional land district in Oregon. 

Mr. PLUMB. I shall not object, if it will lead to no debate. _ 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I shall not insist on proceeding with 
the bill if it leads to any debate whatever. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Oregon ? : ; 

Mr. HOAR. Having charge of the bankruptcy bill, which was laid 
aside informally, while I shall not object to this request, I wish to say 
that I have been notified by pretty high authority in the body that a 
general yielding to bills as they come up would be a violation of the 
understanding which has been had on both sides of the Chamber, and 
after my friend from Oregon has gotten through with his bill I shall 
object to any further yielding, except of course for the appropriation 
bills. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I am much obliged to the Senator 
from Massachusetts. I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration 
of the bill (S. 1999) to establish an additional land district in the State 


By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had on 
the 22d instant approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 2187) for the relief of Rebecca E. Haskin; 

An act (S. 612) granting a pension to William Weightman; 

An act (S. 843) granting a pension to Elisha Burki; 

An act (8. 977) granting a pension to Elizabeth Barker; 

An act (S. 1065) granting a pension to Emeline J. Babson; 

An act (S. 1152) granting a pension to Sarah E. Bassett; 

An act (8. aioe granting a pension to Isom Wilkerson; 

An act (S. 2134) granting a pension to Patrick A. Callanan; and 

An act (S. 2188) granting a pension to Ann Smith. 

The message also announced that the President had this day approved 
and signed the act (S. 2185) for the relief of George Titus. 


DISTRICT APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PLUMB. I now ask that the District appropriation bill be pro- 
ceeded with. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (H. R. 6397) making appropriations to provide for the expenses of 
the government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1887, and for other purposes. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Appropriations with 
amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands it to be the 
order of the Senate that the bill shall be read by paragraphs as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole for amendment. The reading of the bill will be 
proceeded with. 

The Chief Cierk proceeded to read the bill. The first amendment 
of the Committee on Appropriations was, in the clause making appro- 

“‘ for salaries and contingent expenses for executive office,’’ in 
line 16, after the word ‘‘clerk,’’ to strike out ‘‘and assistant secre- 
tary;’’ so as to read: 

One clerk, $1,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 18, after the word 
“dollars,”’ to strike out “‘ one clerk, $1,200,’’ and insert ‘‘ two clerks, 
at $1,200 each; one stenographer, $1,200.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 24, after the word 
“stationery,’’ to strike out ‘‘livery;’’ so as to read: 

For con! luding pri ‘ i . 
nee tingent Sapeanee, — printing, books, stationery, horseshoe 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 25, to increase the 
total amount of the appropriation ‘‘for salaries and contingent ex- 
penses for executive office ’’ from $21,244 to $23,644. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the 
Committee on Appropriations was, in the appropriations “‘ for salaries 
and contingent for assessor’s office,’’ in line 31, before the word 

“‘ clerks,” to e out ‘‘tyo’’ and insert ‘‘three;’’ and in line 37, 
after the words ‘‘in all,’’ to strike out “‘ fourteen’ and insert “‘ fifteen;’’ 
80 as to make the clause read: 

Forassessor’s office: For one assessor, $3,000; two assistant assessors, at $1,600 
each ; oneclerk, $1,200; three clerks, at $1,000 each ; one licenseclerk, $1,200; one 
ger S000; for contingeai exhences, mcluding pcinting, books, stationery, doles 
fion of frauds on the enmand other aay items, $1,000; in all, $15,600. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the clause making appropriations “‘ for 


x ee Sic 
a 


= 


the word ‘‘cashier,” to insert : 
Who shall in the absence or inability from any cause of the collector perform 


his duties without additional compensation. 

cy 

So as to read: 

For collector's office: Far one collector, $4,000: ene cashier, who shall in the 
absence or inability from any cause of the collector perform his duties without 


additional compensation, $1,800. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 50, after the word 
‘‘arrears,’’ tostrikeout ‘‘ eight hundred ”’ and insert ‘‘twothousand;’’ 
so as to read: 

For services necessary for preparing an exhibit of all outstanding taxes in ar- 
rears, $2,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 51, to increase the 
total amount of the appropriation ‘‘for salaries and contingent ex- 
penses for collector’s office’’ from $18,000 to $19,200. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the clause making appropriations ‘‘ for 
salaries and contingent expenses for auditor’s office,’’ in line 54, before 
the word ‘‘absence,’’ to strike out ‘‘necessary;’’ so as to read: 

For auditor's office: For one auditor, $3,000; one chief clerk, who shall, in the 
absence or inability from any cause of the auditor, perform his duties, without 
additional compensation, $1,800, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the clause making appropriations “‘ for 
salaries and contingent expenses for attorney’s office,’’ in line 67, to in- 
crease the schemes for salary of ‘‘one special assistant attorney ’”’ 
from $960 to $1,200. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, in line 68, to increase 
| the appropriation for salary of ‘‘one law clerk’’ from $960 to $1,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 70, to increase the 
appropriation for salary of *‘one messenger’’ from $192 to $240. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 73, to increase from 
$300 to $500 the appropriation ‘“‘for contingent expenses, including 
books, stationery, printing, and other necessary items.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 73, to increase the 
total amount of the appropriation for ‘‘salaries and contingent expenses 
for attorney’s office’’ from $8,512 to $9,040. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 80, after the word ‘‘ miscellane- 
ous,’’ to insert ‘‘items;’’ in the same line, before the word ‘‘ hun- 
dred,’’ to strike out “‘five’’ and insert “‘ three;’’ and in line 81, after 
the word ‘‘thousand,”’ to strike out ‘‘nine’’ and insert ‘‘seven;’’ so 
as to make the clause read: 

For sinking-fund office, under control of the Treasurer of the United States: 
For one clerk at $1,500; one clerk at $900; for contingent expenses, including 
books, stationery, printing, and miscellaneous items, $300; in all, $2,700. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 85, after the word ‘‘inquests,’’ to 
strike out ‘‘five’’ and insert ‘‘seven;’’ and in line 86, after the word 
‘*thousand,’’ to strike out ‘‘three’’ and insert ‘‘five;’’ so as to make 
the clause read: 

For coroner's office: For one coroner, $1,800; for contingent expenses, in- 
cluding jurers’ fees, stationery, books, blanks, removal of deceased persons, 
making autopsies, and holding inquests, $700; in all, $2,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the clause making appropriations ‘‘ for 
salaries and contingent expenses for engineer’s office,’’ in line 112, before 
the words ‘‘ market-masters,’’ to strike out ‘‘three’’ and insert ‘‘two;”’ 
so as to read: 

Two market-masters, at $1,200 each. 


Mr. MILLER. I trust theamendment will not be agreed to. I see 
that all the old officers and inspectors of the District government have 
been retained, and certainly there is no greater necessity for any of the 
others than there is for the retention of the market-masters. 

Mr. INGALLS. There are three principal markets in the city; the 
one on B street, what is known as the Northern Liberties, and the Cen- 
ter or Washington Market, between Seventh and Ninth, on the south 
side of the Avenue. Of course I am not aware of thé information 
that was in the possession of the Committee on Appropriations, and 
should hesitate to make any suggestion in opposition to their recom- 
mendation; but if the Senator having charge of the bill would be 
willing to permit the number of market-masters to correspond with the 
number of markets which are maintained, until such time as legislation 
may be had, perhaps changing or consolidating them, I am inclined to 
think that the interests of justice might be promoted. I make that 
suggestion not in the nature of a motion todisagree, but rather in the 
hope that my colleague may see his way clear to waive the amend- 
ment for the present and allow the bill to pass without it. 

Mr. PLUMB. The committee was advised somewhat late in its sit- 
tings that this office probably was not necessary, but in view of the sug- 
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gestion which my colleague makes in regard to it, and on account of his 
familiarity with the affairs of the District, I have no objection to allow- 
ing the clause to remain as it came from the other House and to have 
the amendment disagreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment reported from the Committee on Appropriations. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the 
Committee on Appropriations was, in line 115, to add to the provision 
for ‘‘ one harbor-master at $1,200’ the following proviso: 


Provided, That the fees collected by said harbor-master shall be paid to the 


collector, for payne into the Treasury, to the credit of the United States and 
the District of Columbia in equal parts. . 





The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 119, before the 
word ‘‘rodmen,’’ to strike out ‘‘three’’ and insert ‘‘four;’’ so as to 
read: 

Four rodmen, at $780 cach. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 120, before the 
word ‘‘axmen,’’ to strike out ‘‘threc’’ and insert ‘‘ four;’’ so as to 
read: 

Four axmen, at $650 each. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 134, to increase 
the total amount of the appropriation ‘‘ for salaries and contingent ex- 
penses for engineer’s office’’ from $65,690 to $65,92Q, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair calls the attention of the 
Senator from Kansas to the necessity of a change in the total. 

Mr. PLUMB. I will ask that that amendment stand over, because 
the total will have to be readjusted to correspond with the enactment 
of the Senate a moment ago. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will have to be increased $1,200, 
the Chair will observe. . 

Mr. PLUMB. It may be added just as well now. Sixty-seven 
thousand one hundred and twenty dollars would be the amount. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment as modified will be 


to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the 
Committee on Appropriations was, in line 144, after the word ‘‘insur- 
ance,’’ to insert ‘‘ rebinding and repairing record-books;’’ soas to make 
the clause read: 

For fuel, ice, gas, repairs, insurance, rebinding and repairing record-books, 
and general necessary expenses of District offices and markets, $5,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the appropriations for ‘‘ improvements 
and repairs,’’ in line 149 to increase the item ‘‘ for repairs to concrete 
pavements, with the same or other not inferior material,’’ from $55,000 
to $75,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 151, to increase 
the appropriation ‘‘ for materials for permit work’’ from $50,000 to 
$70,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 151, after the 
word ‘‘and,’’ to strike out ‘‘ hereafter;’’ and in line 152, after the word 
‘‘authorized,’’ to insert ‘‘in their discretion;’’ so as to read: 

And the commissioners of the District are authorized,in their discretion, to 
apply such material to,and pay from this appropriation, the cost of labor for 
the improvement and repair of alleys and sidewalks when,in their opinion, 
euch course is necessary for the public health, safety, or comfort. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment, was in the same clause, line 157, before the 
word ‘‘labor,’’ to insert ‘‘such;’’ and in line 160, after the word 
‘* taxes,’’ to insert ‘‘and shall, when so collected, be credited to said 
appropriation; so as to read:”’ 

Provided, That the costs of such labor shall be against and become a 
lien on the abutting property, and its collection shall be enforced in the same 


manner as the collection of general taxes, and shall, when so collected, be cred- 
ited to said appropriation. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 168, to increase 
from $256,000 to $276,000 the appropriation ‘‘for work on sundry 
avenues and streets and t of pavements in localities named 
in Appendix Ff, annexed to the estimates of the commissioners of the 
District for 1887.’?* 

The amendment was agreed to. ; 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 169, to increase 
the total amount of the appropriation ‘‘for improvements and repairs ’”’ 
from $410,000 to $470,000. 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, after ‘‘ $47,000,”’ in 
line 169, to insert: 

And the money for new sewers and for work on sundry ave- 
nues and streets become available on the of this act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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the District, of Benning’s, Anacostia, and Chain brid 
lamps, and matches, $2,000; for one bridge-keeper at Chain Bridge, $660; and for 
repairing and maintaining bridges under the control of said commissioners, jn. 
cluding Benning’s and Anacostia bridges, $10,000; in all $12,660. 
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The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 172, after the 


word ‘‘that,’’ to insert ‘‘ under this appropriation;”’ so as to make 
the proviso read: 


Provided, also, That under this appropriation no contract shall be made f,, 


making or repairing concrete or asphalt pavement at a higher price than © 
per square yard for a quality equal to the best heretofore laid in the District. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in the appropriations for “‘ constructing, 


repairing, and maintaining bridges, in line 177, after the word “care,” 
to insert ‘‘ under the supervision and controt of the commissioners of 
the District;’’ in line 182, after the words “‘ control of,’’ to strike out 


‘*the’’? and insert ‘‘said;’’ in line 183, after the word “‘ commission. 


ers,’ tostrike out “‘ of the District of Columbia’’ and insert ‘including 
Benning’s and Anacostia bridges;’’ in line 184, before the word ‘‘thou- 
sand,’’ to strike out ‘‘five’’ and insert ‘‘ten;’’ and in line 185, after 
the words ‘‘in all,’’ to strike out ‘‘seven’’ and insert ‘“‘twelve;’’ so as 
to make the clause read: 


CONSTRUCTING, REPAIRING, AND MAINTAINING BRIDGES. 


For ordinary care, under the supervision and control of the commissioners of 
including fuel, oi), 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in the appropriations “‘ for reformatories 


and prisons,’’ in line 199, before the word ‘* watchmen,”’ to strike out 


‘*five’’? and insert ‘‘six;’’ so as to read: 
Six watchmen, at $365 each. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in the same clause, in line 204, to increase 


the appropriation for salary of ‘‘ one female keeper at work-house”’ 


from $180 to $240. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 208, to reduce 
the appropriation for salary of ‘‘ one teacher’’ from $300 to $240. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 213, to increase 
from $39,000 to $40,000 the appropriation “‘ for contingent expenses, 
including improvements and repairs, provisions, fuel, forage, lumber, 
shoes, clothing, dry-goods, hardware, medicines, repairs to tools and 
machinery, and other necessary articles. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 215, after the 
word “‘ dollars,’’ to insert: 

Purchase of dummy engine for tramway, $2,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 216, to increase 
the total amount of the appropriation ‘‘ for reformatories and prisons’’ 
from $55,385 to $58,747. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the appropriations ‘‘ for Reform School,” 
in line 226, to increase the item ‘‘for salary of engineer’? from $336 to 
$396. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 233, to increase the total amount 
of the appropriation ‘‘for salaries of superintendent and employés of 
Reform School’’ from $11,556 to $11,616. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 241, after the word ‘‘ exceeding,’’ 
to strike out ‘‘six’’ and insert ‘‘nine;’’ in line 242, after the word 
** services,’’ to insert ‘‘ all in the discretion of the commissioners,’ and 
in line 243, after the word “‘thousand,’’ to insert “three hundred;”’ 
so as to make the clause read: 
nnd chee gon, burl, bopheoane, tolie-mene 

harness and repairs to same, fe 
Eewronty etn’ tsieding companontions sect exeesaing O01" sata 
labor or caretens, all im the Giasetlon of the eomeniosionens, 625,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. , 

The next amendment was, in the appropriations ‘‘ for the Industrial 
Home School,” in line 249, before the word ‘‘ Home,’’ to strike out 
‘School’? and to insert the word ‘‘School’”’ after ‘‘Home;’’ and in 
line 252, after the word “‘ es,” to insert ‘‘all in the discretion of 
the commissioners;’’ so as to make the clause read: 


For the Industrial Home School: For maintenance of inmates and salaries 
of superintendent and employés, the and general re- 
an and other necessary expenses, in the discretion of the commissioner®, 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after line 253, to insert: 

For the erection of a new building for the Industrial Home School , $5,500. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after the line 255, to insert: 

For steam-heating apparatus, $1,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 262, to reduce from $75,132 to 


flour, meats, dry-goods, leather 
ture, ee ereecats and 
stationery, plumbing, 








1886. 





$70,000 the ———— for support of the indigent insane of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia in the Government Hospital for the Insane in said 
District, as provided insections 4844 and 4850o0f the Revised Statutes.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the appropriations ‘‘ for charities,’’ in 
line 273, after the word ‘* building, ’’ to insert ‘‘and improving grounds;”’ 
in line 274, after the word ‘‘ thousand,’’ to insert “‘ five hundred;’’ and 
after the words ‘‘in all,’’ at the end of line 274, to strike out ‘‘eight 
thousand five hundred ’’ and insert ‘‘ nine thousand;’’ so as to make 
the clause read: 


For the National Association for Destitute Colored Women and Children, 


$6,500; for furniture and heating apparatus for building and improving grounds, 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 277, to reduce the appropriation 
‘for Saint Ann’s Infant Asylum’ from $7,000 to $5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after line 280, to insert: 


To enable the trustees of the Washington Hospital for Foundlings to complete 
the building being erected for the use of said institution, $3,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, after line 284, to insert: 


To aid in the erection of additional accommodations for the use of the Saint 
Rose Industrial School, $5,000. 


The amendment was to. 
The next amendment was, after line 287, to insert: 


To aid in the erection of additional accommodations for the use of the House 
of the Good Shepherd, $5,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, after line 290, to insert: 


To enable the board of managers of the Association for Works of Mercy to 
di so much of the indebtedness of said association incurred in the pur- 
chase 


a building, $5,000. 
The amendment was to. 
The next amendment was, after line 294, to insert: 


For the repair and completion of the building for the National Homeopathic 
Hospital Association of Washington, D. C., $5,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 303, to increase the appropriation 
for ‘‘current work on county roads and suburban streets’’ from $40,000 
to $50,000. ; 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was, in line 303, after the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to 
insert: 

For opening and extending suburban streets in connection with existing 
streets within municipal limits, $40,000. 

Mr. LOGAN. That seems to be put in the bill as an amendment. 
I should like to know of the Senator having charge of the bill what the 
intention of it is. 

Mr. PLUMB. The object I think is to be fairly implied from the 
language, that it is designed to extend the streets within the city limits 
to ee beyond and open up suburban streets as they are ex- 
tended. 

Mr. LOGAN. I supposed that was the intention of it. 

Mr. PLUMB. It is work which has been going on more or less for 
some time in the neighborhood of the place where I think the Senator 
now resides for the purpose of indicating where the streets are to be ex- 
tended and improved as they shall be surveyed, and so on. 

Mr. LOGAN. There have been several surveys made, and there is one 
certainly that I think the Senator would not desire to carry out at the 


expense of the le and the destruction of property that is considered 
very valuable. ey have surveyed right through people’s yards for 


the benefit of the city, with the of destroying quite a number of 
people’s property, as has been d this city once before. ¢ object to 
this amendment, for I think the intention of it is, as the tor has 
said, to widen some of the streets. A bill of that kind has been intro- 
duced. Now, the subject seems to have got into the appropriation bill. 
Take the street where I live, Thirteenth street; if you widen that street 
as desired it will utterly ruin it. 

Mr.PLUMB. This gives no authority to go on anybody’s property. 
This can a be done in the event that the property-owners themselves 


I have seen that thing done heretofore without their 
I desire to amend this, after the words “‘ municipal 
305, by inserting : 

But this shall not be understood to authorize the widening of any street now 
laid out and opened. . 

If the intention is to do no property any harm that amendment will 
not hurt it. 

Mr.PLUMB. What is that? 

Mr. LOGAN. It is to insert: 


Provided, That this shall not be construed to authorize the widening of any 
street that is now opened. 


Mr. PLUMB. I donotobjecttothat. As the committee think, and 
as the themselves think, wherever the property-owners 


are willing to give the property for the purpose of having the streets 


, 
:. 
: 
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which then or will in time connect with the streets in the municipal 
limits laid out, that property may be donated and the District then 
may make such improvements as will either establish the grade or at 
least indicate the grade and also the boundaries, in order that two things 
may be accomplished: first, that persons who desire to improve may 
know where to build, and, next, that the District itself may be in the 
position of obtaining this property for the purpose of the extension of 
the streets without having them clogged, broken up, and obstructed 
by buildings directly on the extension of the streets. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no objection to that part of it, but what will 
be the effeet of this provision? I may as well state it now because it 
will come up again. I reside on the property that I purchased last 
fall, but unfortunately have not paid for yet; and there the engineers 
have made out now a survey that would take the whole frontage of 
my property and come within eight or ten feet cf the house where I 
live and utterly destroy it, and open another street in the rear of it, 
taking off part of the rear. That is the plat, for I have examined it. 
It would be utterly destructive not only of what property I have, but 
of other people’s property. Thisamendment will make it so that there 
will be no danger of anything of that kind. Then the clause would 
read: 

For opening and extending suburban streets in connection with existing 


streets within municipal limits, $40,000; but this shall not be construed to author- 
ize the widening of any street now laid out and opened. 


If that amendment is put in I have no objection to the amendment 
of the committee. 

Mr. PLUMB. I have no objection to that. I quite agree with the 
Senator about the plat, if he refers to the one Ido. The plan of lay- 
ing out the whole District into rectangles is not one that I would ap- 
prove if I lived in the District. There is no authority for that. The 
only design of this is that the work of opening streets the property for 
which shall be given by the property-holders may be going on in order 
that the present extension of the city may not be interrupted. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no doubt that is the intention of the commit- 
tee, but the precaution I want to make is on account of what might 
be done. 

Mr. PLUMB. I make no objection to the modification. 

Mr. INGALLS. Would not the object of the Senator from Illinois 
be better subserved by striking out the words ‘‘in connection with ex- 
isting streets’’ from the committee’s amendment so as to leave it simply 
‘* for opening and extending suburban streets within municipal limits 
$40,000,’’ leaving the question of the continuation of the existing street 
plan a matter fer further consideration ? 

Mr. PLUMB. Would not those two words “ 
nicipal’’ be inconsistent ? 

Mr.INGALLS. ‘‘ Municipal’’ refers to the District. 
the limits of the District of Columbia. 

As a matter of fact the population of this District has increased so 
rapidly that it has begun to overflow the corporate limits of the city of 
Washington; it has reached the Boundary, and is locating itself in 
various suburban additions to the city on the heights beyond; and the 
owners of that property, instead of accommodating and adjusting their 
additions to the existing plan of the city of Washington, have laid out 
their streets without any reference whatever to that, and the result is 
a bewildering network of streets of irregular width and uncertain di- 
rection; and if the population continues to increase at its present per- 
centage, within a very short time outside the corporate limite a condi- 
tion of affairs will exist that will be exceedingly embarrassing and will 
be entirely incompatible with the development of this District upon 
any symmetrical plan. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Let me ask if, when the Senator speaks of ‘‘ the 
boundary’’ he means the boundary of the city? 

Mr. INGALLS. What we call Boundary road, that runs up Rock 
Creek in the west and then continues to the foot of the ridge running 
eastward, passing the head of Fourteenth street, the car stables, and 
down by Le Droit Park, and so,on toward the Eastern Branch. 

Mr. HAWLEY. That is not the boundary of the District. 

Mr. INGALLS. No; that is the boundary of the city of Washing- 
ton, Boundary street. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Then the land to which the Senator refers, the 
additions, will be within the control of Congress. 

Mr. INGALLS. Entirely within the jurisdiction of Congress, be- 
cause it is within the limits of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Has the committee taken into consideration direct- 
ing the continuance of surveys and laying out symmetrical plans? 

Mr. INGALLS. It is only within a very few years that has been a 
matter of the slightest practical consequence, because there has been 
abundant room within the corporate limits of the city for all the popu- 
lation that desired residence property. But now, if the Senator is fa- 
miliar with the extension of population which has been rapidly toward 
the northwest and northward, it first began to ascend the heights be- 
yond the Boundary road, and we have the Mount Pleasant addition 
and others whose names I do not know, and those suburban additions 
to the city of Washington have been laid out with entire disregard of 
the street plans of the city. 


Mr. HAWLEY. My object in inquiring was thatI might make an- 


suburban” and ‘* mu- 
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other suggestion. I say to the Senatoras representing the Committee on 
the District of Columbia that I think he would be supported in any 
immediate measure for preventing that sort of irregular and disagreea- 
ble extension. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Committee on the District of Columbia have 
reported, und there is already on the Calendar, a bill providing for an 
official map of the District that shall provide for the extension of the 
present avenue and street system to the territorial limits of the District, 
and that no subdivisions on suburban plots shall hereafter be filed and 
entitled to the advantages of registration unless they adapt themselves 
to that map. There is also another plan that has been submitted by 
property-holders very largely, providing that the Government and the 
District of Columbia shall provide for an immediate extension of these 
streets and avenues through the suburban property out to the District 
boundary by condemnation, the expenses to be paid for outof the Treas- 
ury and out of the District funds. My impression is that that would 
hardly be advisable, and. that the amount which would be sequired 
would be so great as to be beyond the capacity of the people to pay and 
perhaps beyond the advantages that would result from it. 

I have an idea that the development of the street system of the Dis- 
trict’ ought to be controlled very largely by the topography of the land 
over which the roads run, and that the attempt to lay out this whole 
District beyond the boundary of Washington ina rectangalar plarr 
would perhaps be unadvisable; but that there should be some method 
provided by which additions to the city should be laid out to corre- 
spond with the existing streets and avenuesof the city I am quite clear. 
I suppose, however, that the intention of the Committeeon Appropria- 
tions was not to legislate on that subject inthis amendment. I there- 
fore suggest that the amendment be amended by omitting the words I 
have named, leaving this money to be appropriated in the improvement 
and development of suburban streets. 

Mr. LOGAN. I donotobject tothe amendment of the Senator from 
Kansas [Mr. INGALLS], provided the amendment I propose shall be 
added also. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let us hear that read. 

Mr. LOGAN. My amendment is— 

Provided, That this section shall not be construed to authorize the widening 
of any street now laid out and opened. 

Mr. INGALILS. I have no objection to that. I do not suppose 
there is any existing power, without legislation, for the commissioners 
to proceed to condemn property for streets and avenues and widening 
existing streets. It requires legislation. I think the apprehensions of 
the Senator from Illinois are unfounded, but of course I see no objec- 
tion to the amendment he proposes. 

Mr. LOGAN. Myapprehensions may be unfounded; but when I see 
bills introduced in the Senate and in the House by Senators and Rep- 
resentatives who certainly have interests in property here, that utterly 
destroy the property of others and benefit their own, I have apprehen- 
sions. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator will see that if he has apprehensions 
hased on actions such as he suggests this amendment will not inter- 
fere with that. 

Mr. LOGAN. I know it will not, but that has not come up yet. 

Mr. INGALLS. So I would suggest to the Senator that rather than 
load this bill with an amendment that does not concern it, it would be 
better to leave that until the subject to which he refers comes up, be- 
cause I am very sure that under existing law there is no power in the 
commissicners to condemn property for widening streets or ing ad- 
ditional streets in the suburbs in accordance with the existing street 
plan or otherwise. 

Mr. LOGAN. I understand that there is no law now, but this will 
not hurt the bill. It does not encumber it; it does not appropriate 
any money; it just prohibits them from destroying people’s property. 
That is all, and that is what I desire to have in it. 

Mr. PLUMB. I have no objection to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 


ment of the Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGan] to the amendment of 
The amendment to the amendment 


the Committee on Appropriations. 
will be reat. 
The Curer CLERK. 


posed to insert: 


Provided, That this em shall ato be construed to authorize the widen- 


ing of any street now outand 


The amendment to the amendment was 
Mr. INGALLS. NowI 


street that did not connect with 


cretion of the commissioners, on 
streets or not. 


streets, whether 


nect with ex 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
to the amendment of the 


of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS 

committee. The amendment to the will be read. 
The CuierCLerK. In line 304, after the words “‘suburban streets, 
it is proposed to strike out “‘in connection with existing streets.’’ 
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tradiction to the word ‘‘suburban.’’ 
beyond the limits of the District anyhow. 


Committee on Appropriations was, in line 307, to increase the total ap- 
propriation for streets, &c., from $151,000 to $201, 000. 





In line 305, after the word ‘‘dollars,’’ it is pro- 


agreed to 
suggest that the words ‘in connection with 
existing streets’’ onght to be stricken out; otherwise it would be an 
unfair inference that no portion of this money could be spent on any 
streets in the city. I suppose 
the design is to allow the money to be expended ee at the dis- 
suburban they con- 


May 24. 





Mr. PLUMB. Strike out the words “‘ within municipal limits ”’))., 
Mr. (NGALLS. The words ‘‘ municipal limits’ apply to the }iy 


hitg 


of the District of Columbia and not to the limits of the city of Was). 
ington; but it will make no difference if they go out. 


Mr. PLUMB. Let those words go out, for they seem to imply a 
Of course there is no autho 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proposed amendment wil] bh» 


In line 304, after the words ‘‘suburban streets.’ 


stated as now modified. 


The Curer CLERK. 


it is proposed to strike out ‘‘in connection with existing streets within 
municipal limits;’’ so as to read: 


For opening and atiatinn suburban streets, $40,000: Provided, That th 


agraph shall not be construed to authorize the’ widening of any stree t now laid 
out and o; 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of t},. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in line 317, to reduce the appropri: ation f 
illuminating material and lighting, extinguishing, repairing, and c] 


ing lamps on avenues, streets, and alleys, and for purchasing and ere«t- 
ing new lamp-posts, and to replace such as are old, damaged, and untit 


for use, from $107,000 to $100,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in line 318, before the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to 


strike out ‘‘ twenty-two’’ and insert ‘‘ twenty;’’ so as to read: 


Provided, That no more than $20 per annum for each street-lamp shal! be a aid 
for gas, lighting, , extinguishing, repairing, and cleaning under any expend 
provided for in this act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in line 326, before the word ‘‘ thousand,” 
to strike out ‘‘five’’ and insert ‘‘ not exceeding ten;’’ so as to read: 


But not exceeding $10,000 of the above amount may be used in providing c! 


tric lights on one or more of the principal thoroughfares of the city w ithout r re 
gard to this limitation. 


The amendment was a: to. 
The next amendment was, in line 348, in the appropriations ‘‘ for 
Metropolitan police,’’ before the word ‘‘ privates,’ to strike out ‘‘five”’ 


and insert ‘‘ten;’’ so as to read: 


One hundred and ten privates, class 1, at $900 each. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 361, to increase the appropriation 
for the pay of ‘‘ two drivers of patrol-wagons’’ from $300 each to $360 
each. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 372, to increase the appropriation 
for ‘‘ miscellaneous and contingent expenses for Metropolitan police’ 
from $10,000 to $11,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 373, after the word ** vards,’’ to 
insert ‘‘ concreting and;’’ in line 375, after the word “‘stations.”’ to 
insert ‘‘ and completing ventilators for dormitories and for aes at 
seventh precinct station;’’ and in line 376, before the word ** thou- 
sand,’’ to strike out “‘ five’’ and insert ‘‘six;’’ so as to make the clause 
read 


brick stables, concreting the yards, concreting and paving ce!!irs, 
setting stone steps at at sixth and seventh stations, and completing veu- 
tilators for dormitories and for fencing at seventh precinct station, $6,000. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

The next amendment was, in Me 37, to strike out “singal’’ and 
insert “‘ sifftal,’’ and in line 380 to increase the total appropriations, 
under the head of “ a police,’’ from $344,160 to $350,750. 

The amendment was agreed to 

Thenext amendment was, in line 385, after the word “‘one,’’ to strike 
out ‘‘ secretary’’ and insert ‘‘clerk;’’ and in line 386, after the word 
‘* assistant,’’ to insert the word « chief ; ;’? so a8 to read: 


For the fire department: For one chief engineer, $1,800; one fire-mars)al, 
$1,000; one clerk, $900; two foremen, acting as assistant chief engineers, 0! 
$1,200 each. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 389, to increase the pay of sevcn 
firemen from $800 each to $870 each. 

The amendment was to. 


agreed | : . - 
The next amendnfent was, in line 390, to increase the pay of two 
h. 


to. 

The next amendment was, in line 391, to increase the pay of nine host- 
lers from $800 each to $870 each. 

The amendment was agreed to. - 

on ere neuen cant wa une S06, Se Seesess ae oné 
aan —o departments of ee Diiot gov- 
ernment to $400. 

Garenecmines wer agreed to. 
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The next amendment was, in line 395, to increase the appropriation | 
for ‘‘ repairs to engine-houses’’ from $2,000 to $3,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 404, after the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to | 
insert: 

One pumping-engine, $1,200, 

The amendment was agreed to. . 

The next amendment was, in line 406, to increase the total appropri- | 
ations for the fire department from $114,600 to $118,660. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB. Before passing from this item in regard to the fire 
department, I wish to say that the committee were pressed very strongly 
to provide for a very large increase in thesalaries paid to the force. On 
investigation the committee came to the conclusion that the fire depart- 
ment here is very well served and in every respect what it ought to be, 
but it was found impossible to give all the increases asked for. So the 
committee took up merely the pay of petty officers. On two occasions 
heretofore within the last two years the pay of the privates has been 
increased. While it is not yet as large asin some of the larger cities, 
it is the same as in Philadelphia and in Baltimore. It wa¥ thought 
advisable, in view of the fact that the pay of privates has been increased 
on two occasions heretofore, so as to make the salary the same as that 
of the petty officers, that the salary of these petty officers should be in- 
creased. That was the only feature of increase the committee entered 
upon for the reason which I have stated. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the 
Committee on Appropriations was, in the clduse making appropriations 
for ‘telegraph and telephone service,’’ in line 412, before the word 
“repair-men,’? to strike out “‘two’’ and insert “three;’’ in line 413, 
after the word ‘‘each,’’ to strike out ‘“‘two laborers, at $400 each,’’ 
and insert ‘‘one laborer, at $400;’’ so as to read: 


beer nro aaa telephone service: For one general superintendent, $1,000; 
one el , at $1,200; two telegraph operators, at $1,000 each ; three telephone 
operators, at $600 each; three repair-men, at $720 each; one laborer, at $400. 

The amendment was agreed to. : ; 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 421, after the words 
“extra labor,’’ to insert ‘‘new boxes;’’ and in line 422, after the word 
“items,’’ to strike out “‘$6,500’’ and insert ‘‘'7,000;”’ so as to read: 

Sereeeees, repairs, new batteries and battery supplies, telephone rental, 
wire, on of the telegraph and telephone service, repair of lines, purchase 
of poles, insulators, brackets, pins, hardware, cross-arms, gas, fuel, ice, record- 
books, stationery, printing, oflice-rent, purchase of horse and harness, washing, 
blacksmithing, forage, extra labor, new boxes, and other necessary items, $7,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 423, to increase 
the total amount of the appropriations for ‘‘salaries and contingent ex- 
penses for telegraph and telephone service’’ from $15,340 to $16,160. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after line 424, to insert: 


For the purpose of laying under ground the wires of the telegraph and tele- 
phone service, $7,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the appropriations for 
line 433, after the word “‘ dollars,’’ to insert: 

United States marshal's fees, $1,400. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 440, to increase the 
total amount of the appropriations for courts from $14,818 to $16,218. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The nextamendment was, in the appropriations for ‘‘ public schools,’’ 
in line 447, to increase from $561,650 to $595,750 the appropriation for 
salaries of superintendents, teachers, and janitors, secretary of the board, 
and clerks, including additional teachers, rents, repairs, fuel, furniture, 
books, stationery, new school buildings, furniture for new school build- 
ings, and other necessary items. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 457, after the word ‘‘teachers,’’ to 
strike out “‘not to exceed six hundred and twenty in number;’’ and 
in line 461, before the word ‘‘ thousand,”’ to strike out “‘fifteen’’ and 
insert “‘eighteen;”’ so as to make the clause read: 





** courts,’’ in 


For to be employed at a rate of compensation not to exceed the rate 
provided by resent schedule of salaries, and at an average salary not to 
exceed $670, $418,400. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, in line 463, before the word “‘ teachers,’’ 
to strike out ‘‘ ten;’’ in the same line, after the word schools, to strike 
out “at ing $50 per month for four months; ’’ and in line 464, 
after the word ‘‘ thousand,” to insert “five hundred;’’ so as to make 
the clause read: 

For teachers of night schools, $2,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 469, after the word ‘“‘ Franklin,’’ to 

the word “‘ building” and insert ‘‘and Stevens buildings, 
at;”” in line 470, after the word ‘‘ ” to insert “‘each;’’ in line 
** Analostan,’’ to insert ‘‘ Curtis;’’ in line 473, 
“Lincoln,” to insert “‘ and;’’ in the same line, after ‘‘ Miner,’’ to 
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strike out ‘‘and Stevens;’’ in line 476, after the word ‘‘each,’’ to 
strike out ‘‘of the Curtis building, $600;’’ in line 479, before the word 
**messenger,’’ to insert ‘‘janitor and;’’ in line 481, before the word 
** messenger,’’ to insert ‘‘ janitor and;’’ and in line 486, before the 
word ‘‘ hundred,’’ to strike out ‘‘ three’’ and insert ‘‘ nine;’’ so as to 
make the clause read: 

For janitors.and care of the several school buildings: For care of the high- 
school building, $1,600; of the Jefferson building, $1,400; of the Frauklin and 
Stevens buildings, at $1,100 each; of the Force, Seaton, Henry, Webster, Gales, 
Peabody, Wallach, Garnett, Sumner, Analostan, Curtis,and Dennison buildings, 
at $900 each; of the Lincoln and Miner buildings, at $800 each ; of the Twining, 
Abbot, John F. Cook,and Randall buildings, at $700 each; of the Cranch, Ami- 
don, Morse, Brent, Bannaker, Blair, Wormley, Addison, and two new buildings, 
$500 each ; for janitor and messenger to the superintendent of the first six di- 
visions, $300; for janitor and messenger to the superintendent of the seventh 
and eighth divisions, $200; for care of smaller buildings and rented rooms, at a 
rate not to exceed $48 per annum forthe care of each school-room, $6,000; in all, 
$31,900, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 489, after the word “‘ grounds,’ to 
strike out “‘twenty’’ and insert ‘‘ twenty-five;’’ in line 491, after the 
word ‘‘insurance,’’ to insert ‘‘tools and materials for industrial in- 
struction;’’ and in line 493, after the words ‘‘in all,’’ to strike out 
** sixty-six ’’ and insert ‘‘seventy-one;’’ so as to make the clause read: 

For rent of school buildings, $6,000; for fuel, $20,000; repairs and improve- 
ments to school buildings and grounds, $25,000; and for contingent expenses, 
including furniture, books, stationery, printing, insurance, tools, and materials 
for industrial instruction, and other necessary items, $20,000; in all, $71,000 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 497, after the word ‘‘ buildings,”’ 
to strike out ‘‘forty’’ and insert “‘ sixty-five;’’ so as to read: 

For buildings for schools: For the purchase of sites, and the erection and com- 
pletion of new buildings, and for furniture for new school buildings, $65,000. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I intended to propose an amendment to increase 
that appropriation stil) further. Iam not sure that I can do it under 
the circumstances, but I wish to put on record here, not alone for the 
benefit of the Senate but as in some measure an appeal to the commis- 
sioners of this District themselves, that they shall pay more serious 
attention to this particular subject. 

I see in the preceding paragraph that $6,000 is appropriated for the 
rent of school buildings, the principal of which you may call $125,000 
or $150,000. Isubmit that that money ought to be expended for an 
extension of the schools of the District rather than to continue to pay 
rent. I perceive that the appropriation for the improvement of streets 
and avenues is $470,000. I make no objection; I presume that is nec- 
essary; but I do not believe that all of it is quite as necessary as money 
for schools for the children of the District. ; 

It must be remembered that we have on the statute-book ap act of 
Congress passed as long ago as June 25, 1864, making schoolattendance 
in the District compulsory. That act fines each parent or guardian 
who fails to send his child to school twelve weeks in the year $20 for 
sach offense; yet there are now, I am assured by a responsible citizen 
of the District, thirteen thousand more children of school age in this 
District of Columbia than there are school seats in the District; and 
the District, it must be remembered, can not build a school-house ex- 
cept by permission of Congress; it can do nothing whatever. 

I could make a very disagreeable record here if I were to read the 
facts concerning one section of the city alone. In the third school di- 
vision one school is kept in an old stable with five or six other stables 
immediately adjoining, low and narrow, ill-ventilated, and ill-lighted 
rooms, with stairways up which two children can not go side by side. 
Another is kept over a tin and paint shop. The teachers complain of 
the noise made by the tin shop, and the parents complain of the smell 
caused by the paint below. Another of the schools is kept in an old 
engine-house. 

These three are in absolutely unfit places. There are twenty-seven 
schools in this division called half-day schools. Children that go in 
the forenoon must gather up all their books, strap them, and carry 
them home for other children, strangers, to come and occupy the desks 
in the afternoon, or they will not be at all sure that they will see their 
books again. There are twenty-seven schools of that description. 

I do not say whose fault it is, but it ought not to be allowed to con- 
tinue. 

The appropriations for school purposes in the District have not kept 
pace with the acknowledged and obvious rapid increase of population. 
I have a table of the appropriations: in 1881, $100,000; in 1882, $174,- 
630; in 1883, $100,068; in 1884, 90,000; in 1885, $69,000—continually 
decreasing; in 1886, $60,000; and by this bill as it passed the House 
$40,000 only for 1887 against $470,000 for new streets for the benefit of 
property purchasers inthe suburbs! It isa very bad record, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

I am sorry that an effort was not made earlier in this matter, so that 
the appropriation for this coming year might be something reasonable. 
I thank the committee for making it $65,000, but it might be not only 
$65,000 but $165,000 or $200,000, for $200,000 expended for additional 
houses would not accommodate the number of children that will desire 
to go to school eighteen months from this time in this District. 

I have conversed with the member of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions who conducts this bill. The committee, I am glad to say, strike 
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out ‘‘forty’’ and insert ‘‘sixty-five,’’ so that the total appropriation 
may be $65,000. This eastern division which is so badly off, having so 
many half-day schools and three in stables and engine-houses, says it 
ought to have two twelve-room buildings. They have a way of cal- 
culating here that I am not familiar with, but a school here is called 
sixty-five children. The people of the third division or East Wash- 
ington want two buildings with eight school-rooms each and two with 
twelve. They are very modest. ‘That would not put all the children 
in schools; that would not dispense with the half-day schools; that 
would not dispense with the stablesand engine-houses; but they mod- 
estly say they would be content with that. I supposed that the bill 
gave them only one addition of an eight-room school building. But I 
understand from the member of the committee in charge of the bill— 
and I say this for the satisfaction of the people of that section—that the 
commissioners propose to use about $50,000 of the $65,000 in the third 
division; and a commissioner told me that they also desire liberty to 
sell certain play-grounds which are in excess of the quantity needed, 
and they will then dosomething at hiring better buildingsand making 
a change in the buildings hired; but I beg the gentlemen who have 
these matters more especially under their charge to bring usa more lib- 
eral bill next year. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, the amount provided in this bill is 
$20,000 in excess of the estimate and $25,000 in excess of the amount 
proposed to be appropriated by the other House for sclgol buildings. 
‘The total amount appropriated for school purposes by this bill is $40,- 
000 greater than last year and some $60,000 greater than the estimates 
for the present year. 

So far as any action by the Committee on Appropriations is concerned 
either in the present year or in the years heretofore in which I have 
had to do with the bill, I can say that they have never failed to do all 
that was asked of them, and at the same time I think they have pretty 
generally done about what they thought ought to be done, not in the 
line, perhaps, of overrunning the estimates very largely, but fairly 
keeping pace with what the demands of the District seemed to require. 

I do not take so much offense at the schooling in a stable as my friend 
from Connecticut does, because in the time when I went to schooi such 
a stable as these children are schooled in would have been a first-class 
school-house; and I remember about a somewhat celebrated personage 
having been born in astable. So the word stable does not have any 
terror for me. 

It has been a part of the policy of the District, and I think on the 
whole wisely, not to enlarge the school facilities in advance of the act- 
ual increase of school children; at the same time by degrees in such a 
way as to be able always to insure having the best possible buildings, 
that is to say, to avail themselves of all modern ideas in regard to 
school buildings. 

In 1884 the amount appropriated was $90,000 for school buildings; 
in 1883 the amount was $100,000; in 1885 it was $69,500; and for the 
current yearit was$60,000. ‘This yearitis proposed to make it $65,000. 
The committee heard with pleasure a very prominent citizen of the Dis- 
trict who spoke of the needs of the sections of the city of which the Senator 
from Connecticut has especially spoken, and a certain amount which, by 
the concurrent testimony of thatgentleman, whoacted ina representative 
capacity, and the commissioners themselves agree was ample for the pur- 
pose which was in view, and we think that the iation in the 
bill will put things in a pretty fair shape in thet district, and in another 
year at the outside there will be no possible occasion for any schools 
over tin-shops or schools in stables. 

I have no doubt there are a large number of school children here 
who could not be accommodated if they would all go to the schools at 
once, but that is true of all communities, and I think that when we 
take into consideration the exceptional condition of things in this Dis- 
trict the number here is no larger than elsewhere. 

' It must be borne in mind that many persons come into these schools 
in an unauthorized way, who are not proper to be admitted at all. 


When I speak of those I do not speak of children of who 
ents, savat Gaditicen ata tak 


are employed in the 
members of the other House; but the railroad facilities connecting 
city with the adjoining country, and the general disposition to get 
away from the country schools of the contiguous portions of Maryland 
and Virginia have developed a tendency to bring children from 
States into the District schools. I think on the whole that if 
schools were pretty carefully weeded out of those children there 
be room for a great many more District children than there are ° 
| My belief is that the accommodations for the schools of the 
District of Columbia are not bad, all things considered; but whether 
bad or good they are constantly being made better. It seemed to the 
the amount named would fairly meet the require- 
a. At the same time there has been no 
disposition whatever to an application for even a larger sum if 
there had been such 


as would seem to make it perfectly 
certain that it was No disposition exists, so far as I am a’ 


of, not to provide an adequate for the schools. 
| "The Senator will notice that on 20 of the bill we 


schools, which 
It's lange number of the children of whom he speaks, who are 


E 
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iH 


in callings which prevent them from being instructed in the schools j, 
daytime, and it is possible that that may become quite a feature of 
the school system of the District hereafter. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Of course I did not censure the Committee on 4p. 
propriations, the Senator will remember, and there is force in some of 
his explanation. I admit—it had not occurred to me—that childre; 
who live out of the limits of the District come in easily upon the raj). 
roads and help to fill these schools, but after all he has said the fac 
remains that there are twenty-seven schools in this District where ¢hj). 
dren are allowed to go but half a day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amenq. 
ment proposed by the Committee on Appropriations. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. Iask the Senator from Kansas, in line 491, after th. 
word ‘‘tools,’’ to put in the word ‘‘apparatus’’ so as to include the 
proper apparatus in the industrial instruction. 

Mr. PLUMB. The language used in that clause was furnished hy , 
member of the board of District commissioners who has this matte; 
specially in charge. 

That g@@es me the opportunity, if the Senator will permit me, tp 
state just exactly what the plan is. Some months ago this member of 
the board of commissioners got the idea of using some of the vacant 
space in the basement of one of these school buildings for the purpose 
of enabling some of the children to have industrial education in a minor 
way; that is to say, to learn the use of tools in connection with work 
in wood, &. That has been carried on in a modest way out of the con. 
tingent fund for schools. 4t is not designed yet, at all events no person 
suggests, to make it a special feature of teaching in the District, but to 
enlarge it by degrees as circumstances may seem to warrant, leaving it 
to take such a place in the school system of the District as may be nec- 
essary or as may prove to be valuable by the result of experiment. 

It is only intended now to make use of a limited sum, comparatively 
speaking, for furnishing tools and materials, in order that the boys who 
attend other portions of the school may have the opportunity to accus- 
tom themselves to the ordinary handling of tools. The word ‘‘ appa- 
ratus,’’ while not objettionable in any special degree, would not at a!! 
events be necessary to the accomplishment of any purpose now in view. 

Mr. HOAR. I have had a good deal of experience, possibly as much 
as the commissioner of the District referred to, in this particular mat- 
ter in my time. There are many things which are used, even in very 
elementary instruction in industrial education, which the words ‘* tools 
and materials’? would not be sure to cover. I do not suggest an en- 
largement of the appropriation. Of course it would all be within the 
power of the board. I think it will be found necessary to include 
more than the words used do. 

Mr. PLUMB. I have no objection at all. I only wanted to explain 
that there was to be no elaborate system of instruction of this kind. 

Mr. HOAR. I move to insert the word ‘‘ apparatus ”’ in line 491. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I did intend to make a little reply to the sugges: 
tion of the Senator from Kansas concerning the stable that I referred 
to. 

Mr. HOAR. There is no objection to my amendment. 

Mr. HAWLEY. No; there is no objection to it. 

Mr. HOAR. Let it be adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the word 
‘apparatus’? will be inserted after the word ‘‘tools,’’ in line 491. 

Mr. HAWLEY. It isof course possible that a building which may 
have been once a stable may be so refitted as to make a good schoo!- 
house, but I will read a statement signed by the teachers who use that 
building at present concerning the condition of that stable: 

We, the , teachers employed in the old stable now used as 5 
school building, and known as y Annex — 

Which is a misuse of a very good name— 
ee call your attention to the condition of the aforesaid build- 


The ceilings are too low to admit of proper ventilation, those on the second 
cing less than oan no means of ventilation except by windows 


and doors, teachers to a constant draught. Even this 

is not the control of the teachers owing to the defective window-pul- 
and that will not shut. 

light is insufficient ; to the low ceilings the windows are broucht on 


’ eyes. No shades or single shutters permit any softening 
of the light. T a four-room building, into which are crowded eight full 
schools. 


Over five hundred children, if they are all there. 


= 1 rrow halls, 
As there are neither ipuseme nee destecnasencndce aay perrew os 
a7 the of the weather or crowd into the morning 


The 
passing comfortably, and it is dangerously 


capa quamanally, the ceiling leaks, ring falling, 
peeling, window panes out, and door-locks ee ces outside 
means of a spade, and furniture inadequate to siz 


surroundings and proximity to a row of stables render it aa 
We invite an immediate investigation of these facts now presented. 


Yours, very respectfully, {Signed by teachers of the Annex.) 
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Mr. PLUMB. I should like to ask the Senator to whom that was 


addressed. : 
Mr. HAWLEY. It is addressed to Mr. Applvton P. Clark, trustee 
public schools, division 3. 


Mr. PLUMB. It seems to have been successfully concealed until 
the present moment, because it was not before the committee. 

Mr.HAWLEY. Itwas presented to the trustee of the publicschools. 
How far he carried it I donot know. I do notsay whose blame it was. 
These facts are asserted by all the teachers of that district. 

Mr. PLUMB. I will state that the subcommittee listened to every- 
body who in any way wished to bring their desire to our attention in 

to this bill. We sat for days in its consideration, heard every- 
body with a great deal of patience, and never heard of that. Ido not 
say the statements are not correct; but certainly it must have failed to 
impress those to whom it was addressed, or there is some other rea- 
son why in all the hearings on this very interesting subject tihose rep- 
resentations were not made to the committee. I do not question it at 
all. As I said, I know nothing about it; but the committee did not 
have a chance to act upon it at all events. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I supposed that the responsible citizen who handed 
it to me had presented it to the subcommittee. He certainly should 
have done so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of the bill will be pro- 
ceeded with. 

The reading of the bill wx resumed. The next amendment of the 
Committee on Appropriations was, in the appropriations for ‘* miscella- 


neous ——, ? in line 507, to increase the item ‘‘ for rent of District 
offices’? ,600 to $6,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in the samo clause, line 510, after the 
ae to insert ‘‘ forage, care of horses, horseshoeing ;’’ so 
as to : 


For books for register of wills, printing, checks, damages, forage, care of 
horses, ing,and other necessary items, $2,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 512, to increase 
the total amount of the appropriation for ‘‘ miscellaneous expenses ”’ 
from $9,600 to $12,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was, in 
the appropriations for ‘‘ health department,’’ in line 521, before the 
word ‘‘clerks,’’ to strike out ‘‘ three’’ and insert ‘‘two ;’’ soas to read 

Two clerks, at $1,200 each. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 522, after the 
word ‘each,’ to insert: 

One clerk, at $1,000; temporary clerk-hire, $400. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 530, after the 
word ‘‘items,’’ to strike out ‘‘ two thousand five hundred ”’ and insert 
‘four thousand;’’ so as to read: 

And for con nt including books, stationery, fuel, rent, repairs to 

and veh forage, meat for di horseshoeing, maintenance of ambu- 
service, and other necessary items, $4,000. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move to amend by making that sum $4,500. That 
is done on the very urgent representation of all the commissioners and 
of the health officer, that a careful computation of what is absolutely 
necessary in view of present contingencies, that is to say nothing that 
is unforeseen, will require that amountof money. It isonly $150 more 
than the amount appropriated last year. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by making the amount $4,500. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 531, after the 
word “‘garbage,’”’ to strike out ‘‘and ashes twenty’’ and inser ‘‘ fif- 
teen;”’ so as to read: 

Removal of garbage, $15,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 533, to reduce the 
por amount of the appropriation for ‘‘ health department’’ from $46,- 

to 180. 
Mr. PLUMB. ‘The sum should be $43,680 in place of $43,180. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment as modified will be 


to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the 
Committee on Samareciotions was, in the appropriations for the ‘‘ water 
eas i oe aiter — word “dollars,” to strike out ‘‘one 
inspector, at $3 per day, $939’’ and to insert ‘four inspectors, at $3 per 

each, $3,756.’’ 
amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the same clause, line 563, to increase 
the total amount of the appropriation for ‘‘ water department’’ from 
$11,939 to $14,756. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was, in line 569, before the word ‘‘ thousand,”’ 
to strike out ‘‘sixty-five’’ and insert ‘‘eighty;’’ so as to make the 
clause read: 

For engineers and firemen, coal, material, and for high service in Washirg- 
ton and Georgetown, pipe-distribution to high and low service, including pub- 
lic hydrants, fire-plugs, material and labor, repairing and laying new mains, 
and lowering mains, $80,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 5, after the word ‘‘ rev- 
enues,’’ to insert ‘‘ including drawback certificates;’’ so as to read: 

That said commissioners shal! not make requisitions upon the appropriations 
from the Treasury of the United States for a larger amount during the fiscal 
year 1887 than they make on the appropriations arising from the revenues, in- 
cluding drawback certificates, of said District. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 11, before the word ‘‘sect- 
tlement,’’ to insert the words ‘‘ keeping and;’’ and in line 13, after the 
word ‘‘act,’’ to insert ‘‘and credited to said District as such, together 
with all other revenues, as received upon the books of the Treasury;’’ 
so as to read: 

And all the drawback certificates heretofore or hereafter received for general 
taxes under the acts of June 27, 1879,and July 5,1884,and paid or deposited in 
the Treasury, shall be considered and treated as money in the keeping and settle- 
ment of accounts between the United States and the District of Columbia under 
this or any other act, and credited to said District as such, together with all 
other revenues, as received upon the books of the Treasury. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

Mr. PLUMB. I suggest the insertion of 2 comma after the word 
**received,’’ in line 14 of section 2. Probably that will be understood, 
but it would be best to insert it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A comma will be inserted at the point 
indicated if there be no objection. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask to have inserted in the RECORD some tables con- 
taining the summing up of the different items of appropriations in the 
bill by comparison with those of preceding years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The tables will be inserted in the 
RECORD unless objection be made. 

The tabular statements are as follows: 


District of Columbia, 1887. 








Amount of estimates, exclusive of water department....................... $3, 656, 385 97 
Amount of House bill, exclusive of water department.................... 3, 432, 874 97 
Increase made by Senate committee, exclusive of water depart- 
ite cecnccsseccccecccevesccccenteseosnsnsnesccornanancccesoceveceoscoscnssscocsccscocs evecnses 192, 048 00 
Amount as reported to the Senate...................:scssseesessseseseeeres 3, 624, 922 97 





Amount to be paid by the United States, as reported tothe Senate. 1, 12, 461 43 
Estimated District revenues for 1887, exclusive of water depart- 


































I ntcnsodshetulinrecysaponctemechapbeynegsecouephescess senccssceaeceeesese sccanncceesacen see 1, £37, 000 00 
Amount of District act for 1866, exclusive of water department........ 3, 433, 286 93 
The bill as reported less than estimates. .................cccsccesecseseeeeseseeees 31, 463 00 
The bill as reported exceeds act for 1886 ..0.....0........cccceeeeesesenmecceees ~ 191, 636 04 

The increase made by the Senate Committee to House bill is as follows: 
Office of District commissioners............... (atietnnmeiteeniatalaidldieisMotaaiai ideas 2, 400 
i iipesecehcanhapecinlonneisstegubighiestpuinssenteschesiadse, shenenenensscocesassael 1,000 
SE Id thocci nce somidieoenebdiecetantgictenbclien eesidbnabuduiegtiocnastetpiitoattovsweceets ; 1, 200 
TI iho hi ccnciinatinsannealdalinegdiaainundighesiidipedhenbeasenidntdebiniacnvagieniiditius sedi 528 
Coroner’s office...... sinsninieaciieitilnaninewiniaatiiasiindsls 200 
Engineer’s office pacdudanabnensassgaiiaades 230 
Repairs to concrete pavements.................. 20, 000 
Work on sundry streets and avenues 20, 000 
Materials for permit work................++ 20, 000 
Repairing bridges.............0++0+.00+ . 5,000 
Washington Asylum.............. ste «SR 
Reform School..........-..:00+<sss00+ ‘ 360 
Industrial Home School 4,500 
National Association Colored Women and Children.................ccecc00s00 : 500 
EE I RE SUNN, 6. ccnccccesccensssesedocosseonasestososecooooeses —- 
EE ELLE ELLE 5, 000 
i a snrarnsenpeinsvoussssococassconecsnssessarecs . 5,000 
Association for Works of Mercy. ..................000 5, 000 
National Homeopathic Hospital Association. .....................cceeceeeceeseenern eee 5, 000 
Cement work on county roads and suburban streets..............sseecsseeeseeeees 10, 090 
Opening and extending suburban streets.............cccccccccessecceeseeeeeseeeseseene ses 40, 000 
Si eraciccieil nen chinipencnpesanseaueestoessotancsedhe soossavénucteebileccsessee §, 620 
II issit inconeucdedasiphigsenhsusesbenbestecteecenerseunsesséancoses 4,060 
Telegraph and telephone Service .............sccssersesresesececseeseees %, 320 
Police court, United States marshal|’s fees..... 1, 400 
Publie schools, including new school buildin w- 34,100 
0 oo severe csdbinnecticisetedbonbeocsceedetabisetsdoseeensesooss . 2,400 

ETE | NO Ce OE 209, 680 

Reduction made from House bill is as follows: 

2 snacidebabdsdegioeneccecswesios sd cipal 

Support of indigent insane of the District in Government Hospital. 5, 132 

Saint ABN’S Infant ASyYLUIM.......0ccicccrececcccsresrseccocscersercsscsssesocsosooesscese 2,000 

Street lamps, gas, lighting, &c -- 7,000 

Health department 3, 300 
STII... 1s isemnnsianosovbiascnudesininsoies sccgiioseepiinannialaaninl piedeoosaes 17, 632 
IIIS <sctcccscttiiscninesesesencesssediossisaiietinchimactamhtiaba ibdleniineine 192, 043 
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Comparative statement showing the appropriations for the District of Co- 
lumbia for 1886, the estimates for 1887, the amounts of House bill, and 
the amounts recommended by the Senate Committee on Appropriations for 






1887. 
7. h  aeatck aaeeeous 2 are 
= 2 o = aS 
Object. 5B ~ a a8 
ie Es 38 
= = 5 & 
| “| panes 
SALARIES AND CONTINGENT | i 
EXPENSES. i 
Executive office..... vee} $21,244 00 $21,844 00 | $21,244 00 | $23,644 00 
Assessor's office.. .| 13,600 00] 15,60000] 14,60000| 15,600 00 
Collector’s office. | 17,80000| 18,50000! 18,00000/ 19,200 00 
Auditor's office. ‘ 16,500 00 16, 500 00 16,500 00 16,500 00 
Attorney's offic | 8,712 00 9,000 00 8,512 00 9,040 00 
Sinking-fund offic | 2,700 00 3, 100 00 2,900 00 2,700 00 
Coroner's office... .| 2,500 00 2,500 00 2,300 00 2,500 00 
Engineer's office. | ©5,69000} 68,74000| 65,69000| 65,920 00 
Missstlancees expenses, 1 Dis- ‘| 
trict offices .. seen} 5, 000 00 5,000 00 5,000 00 | 5,000 00 


a —_— —__—. 


Total salaries and con- 
tingent expenses........ 153,246 00 | 160,784.00) 154, 7 00 _ 160, 104 00 00 


aa 


| pene 





IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS. 


Repairs to concrete pave- 




























SIN cictenetehnsitcbndeliiianidonnded | 50,000 00} 75,000 00} 55,00000} 75,000 00 
Materials for permit work.....| 50,000 00 50,000 00 50,000 00 70,000 00 
Continuing surveys of the | 

ree 5,000 00 5,000 00 4,000 00 4,000 00 
For sewers..... .| 25,000 00 75,000 00 45, 000 00 45, 000 00 
Work on sundry streets ‘and. ' 

URN entaevoenpautenrmnnen 265,000 00 256,057 00 | 256,000 00 | 276,000 00 

Total improvements 
and repairs. ...... 0000 0 ,000 00 | 461,057 00 | 410,000 00 | 470,000 00 
Repairing and maintaining 

Ba G ee. .cnccccvcdsnarsedgnpetncdésens , 880 00 9, 100 00 7,660 00 12, 660 00 
Expenses of Dvcnceiecmm 

Aqueduct... 20, 000 00 20,000 00 | 0,600 0 | 00 20,000 00 
REFORMATORIES AND PRISONS | 
Washington AANA caeeereconred 69, 680 60 56,690 00 55,385 00 58,747 00 
Reform School .......0.ccssseereees | 36,616 00 36, 676 00 36,556 00 36, 916 00 
Georgetown almshouse ......... | 1,800 00 1,800 00 1,800 00 1,800 00 
Transportation of paupers..... 4,000 00 4,000 00 4,009 00 4,000 00 
Industrial Home School ........ 12,900 00 12, 000 00 10, 000 00 14,500 00 

Total, reformatories and 
CIBER, ccccorcrceccosecoccsves 124, 096 00 66 00 } 107,741 00 | 741 00 | 115,963 00 
Support of indigent insane... "seams o8 53, 462 00 Saha "130,725 00 | 75,182 00 _75, 132 00 00 | 70,000 00 
FOR CHARITIES. | 
Relief of the Poor. ..........+.+s0+« 15, 000 00 15, 000 00 15, 000 00 15, 000 00 
Columbia Hospital for Wom- 

CMR BiBic nce ceocsverenoemoorestangeees| - SE GED ED 15, 000 00 15, 000 00 15,000 00 
Women's Christian Associa- 

ai icicceestncnnendesdacsecesetenniione 5,000 00 4,000 00 4,000 00 
National Association for Des- 

titute Colored Women and 

CRO. cocesemeqetsvenscecnccneiedl 6,500 00 6, 500 00 

Do. for building ... 2,000 00 2,500 00 
Children’s Hospital................ 5,000 00 5,000 00 
St. Ann's Infant Asylum........ 7,000 00 5,000 00 
Church Orphanage of the 

District of Columbia............ $1,500 00 $1,500 00 
National Homeopathic Hos- 

pital Association, District 

of Columbia, building for...| 15,000 00 5,000 00 









Washington Hospital for 
Foundlin wenessocneoccocvealc 
St. Rose Industrial School 
Good 


House of the She 
Association for Wor 
BESTE cxccssinssnerneatindtnniinebinds 


Total for charities......... 
FOR STREETS. 


Sweeping, cleaning, &c., 
streets, avenues, and alleys.. 


55, 000 00 
Current repairs of st 


58, 000 00 


avenues, and alleys............ 000 00 
Current ot county ~ 
roads and suburban streets.. 50,000 00 


Extending suburban streets... eat 
Cleaning sewers and basins... 
Repairs to pumps...... .......... 


a ee eneeeeeeeee 


Feehiow commission ............ 
Lighting streets, semen 
and alleys... 


oe ee eeee eee ewee 


Total, streets .............0. 


Metropolitan police............... 
Firedepartment.....................! 


82)8|8 88/855 
ssizis i 388 
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Cc eapanative statement aaioming eepregraations, &c:.—Continued. 





Object. | 


Appropriations, | | 
1886. 
| Estimates, 1887 
| House bill, 1887. 
Senate commit 
l 


Telegraph and ee 
service... eotibalitee ini 
Police court... posnocoeunasubepenqoeocoasy J 





z 


23, 500 00 
5,218 


5 
g 
i 
- 

C 
$8 
I mee 
leg 
| ee 


" 
| 
| 


6,950 00 
418, 400 00 


2,500 00 


For teachers..... 


POOe eee eeneeerenreeees 


= 
= 
nan 


care of 


oo 
= 


28 gee e38 


ss 


31, 900 00 
6,000 00 
20, 000 00 


eeereeseeeeeeee 


ildings... 
Rent of school buildings. downed 
Fuel. om 


Repairs 
school 


‘and imj vements, 
— and 
grounds.. : 
Contingent ‘expenses, furni- 
CERO, GED..ccccescouocecsescvcssoocctes 
Purchase of sites, new school 
pulling, and frapuse 
for same . eviion a 


Total public schools...... 


sss sss 


25,000 00 


8 8 


20, 000 00 


65, 000 00 








8/8 
3/8 


|: 595, 750 oo 


| 
! 
| 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


< 
iE 
& 


ne eee eneeeneeeeneee 


General advertising 
Books for register of wil 
PESTER, GiOrcescneevnvecocrcennce 






3,000 00 


PH 
B/& S85 


3|s 338 


2,500 00 


Total miscellaneous 


Health department............ 
Interest and sinking fund 
General a expenses 
for eme! 
Erection 0’ 
offi 
To redeem four certificates of 
indebtedness ........000..s0e0se000- 
To defray the expenses of as- | | 
sessment of real property | 
| 
} 
| 


00 UD 
| 6, 000 00 


ane 00 





8 

§ 

Be 
2 42 
es 38 


see eeeeeereererene 


of the District...............c0000 





WATER DEPARTMENT. 


j[erotie from its revenues. ] 
or salaries and contingent 
SEIU cccnenseersccceseneeresen 
For engineers, firemen, coal, 
., pipe distribution, new 
BaD, BD; scscrovenuie 
sinking fund on 
bo 


11,739 00 16, 634 00 11, 939 Ov | 14,756 00 


78,000 00 
44,610 00 


65,000 00 
44,610 00 


65, 000 00 
44,610 00 


80,000 00 
44,610 00 


57,239 02 





55,047 27 | 57,239 02 57,239 02 
Total, 
ment ; anand mance! 179,738 «2 | 195, 196, 606 2 





Tye for the District of Co- 
MER csicccipevedecwedonvcaste igtees 
Total, exclusive of water de- 
partment, which is payable 
out of its revenues .. 
Amounts payable from. the 
Treasury of - Soe 


622, 683 20 [3,839,868 99 |3, 611, 662 99 |3, 821,527 99 





- 3, 433, 286 93 |3,656, 385 97 con a a 4,922 97 





HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. 6337) for the reliefof James D. Wood was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

"The bill (H. R. 320) for the relief of Hiram W. Hubbard was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

LOUIS MELCHER—VETO MESSAGE. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the following 


message from the President of the United States; which was read, and, 
with the aeueemanans Sev ordered to lie on the table and be printed: 


val Senate bill No. 2186, entitled “An act 


enlisted on the 25th day of May, 1361 and was discharged fo: 
on the 16th day of August, 1861, having been in the service Jess than 


The cortifiente of the ee ee es the time of his dis 


to be “ caused by and 

ulcerations of extending deeply ame ae and im- 

pairing their powers and action by cicatrices, al enisting Coflove onliatment, and 
Oe ee ee the time.” : 

Upon this certificate, given at the time of the claimant's discharge and while 








1886. 





he was actually under the surgeon’s observation, an application for a pension 
was rejected by the Pension Bureau. _ 

In the absence of anything impeaching the ability and integrity of the sur- 
geon of the ment, his certificate should, in my opinion, be regarded as a true 
statement of the condition of the claimantat the time of his discharge, though 
the committee's report suggests that the su n’s skill may have been at fault 
when he declared that the ulcers existed ore enlistment. The cicatrices, 
showing beyond a doubt the previous existence of this difficulty, would be 

lainly apparent upon an examination by a surgeon, and their origin could 
faediy be mistaken, The term of the claimant’s service was not sufficiently 
long to have developed and healed even imperfectly, in a location previously 

thy, uleers of the kind mentioned in the elaimant’s application. 

My approval of this bill is therefore withheld upon the ground that I find noth- 
ing in my examination of the facts connected with the case which impeaches 
the value of the surgeon’s certificate upon which the adverse action of the Pen- 
sion Bureau was predicated. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 


Executive Mansion, May 24, 1886. 
EDWARD AYRES—VETO MESSAGE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was read, and, 
with the accompanying bill, ordered to lie on the table and be printed: 
To the Senate of the United States : 

A bill which originated in the Senate, entitled “An act granting a pension to 
Edward Ayres,” and No. 363, is herewith returned without approval. 

The person named in this bill enlisted October 3, 1861, in an Indiana regi- 
ment, and was mustered out of the service December 13,1865. He represents 
that he was injured in the hip at the battle of Day's Gap, April 30, 1863, and for 
this a pension is provided for him by the bill un consideration. His appli- 
cation for pension has been rejected by the Pension Bureau on the ground t 
it was proved on a special examination of the case that the claimant was in- 
= by a fall when a boy, and that the injury complained of existed prior to 


enlistment. 
There is not a particle of proof or a fact stated either in the committee's re- 
port or the records in the Pe; m Bureau, so far as they are brought to my 


notice, tending to show that the c tt was in hospital or under medical care 
a single day during the whole term of his enlistment. 

The report of the committee contains the following statement: 

“The record evidence proves that he was in this engagement, but there is no 
proof from this source that he was wounded. By numerous comrades who were 
a it is proven that he was hurt by the explosion of a shell as claimed. It 

also shown that ho has been disabled ever since; and the examining surgeon 
apeementy describes the wound, and twice verifies that he is permanently dis- 

From the fact that a man was ingly liable to injury under the 
circumstances in which he was placed, and the evidence of eye-witnesses, 

inion that he was wounded as all Oa 

| causing the person injured to be “disabled ever since’’ 
usually results in hospital or medical treatment. Not only is there nosuch claim 
made in this case, but on the contrary it appears that the claimant served in his 
regiment two years and nearly eight months after the alleged injury, and until 
he was mustered out. 

It is represented to me by a report from the Pension Bureau that after his al- 
leged wound, and in May or June, 1863, the claimant deserted, and in July of that 
year was arrested in the State of Indiana and returned to duty withouttrial. If 
this report is correct, the party now seeking a pension at the hands of the Gov- 
ernment, for disability incurred in the service, seems to have been capable of 
considerable physical exertion, tho not very creditable, within a few weeks 
after he claims to have received the injury upon which his application is based. 


GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXEcuTIvVE Mansron, May 24, 1886. 
DUDLEY B. BRANCH—VETO MESSAGE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was read, and, 
with the accompanying bill, ordered to lie on the table and be printed: 
To the Senate of the United States : 
ing’ pene — edie Bk pees Senate bill No. 857, entitled “An act grant- 

claim is based upon the all ion, as appears by the committee’s re- 
ee oe neas in tho b i has a hernia, and that on the 9th day of 
1862, in 


the military service and in the line of duty ‘in getting over 
fence he _— heav ily, striking a stone or hard substance, and received the her- 


a 
nia in his side. 
thirteen and ahalf years thereafter, he filed an application 


In December, 1875. 
for a pension, which was rejected by the Pension Bureau on the ground that 
there was no record of the alleged hernia and the claimant was unable to fur- 
nish satisfactory evidence of its origin in the service. 

The fact is stated 2 the committee’s report that late in the year 1963 this sol- 


dier was transferred tothe Invalid Corps; and the records show that he was thus 
transferred for a disability entirely nt from that upon which he now bases 
his claim, He was mustered out in September, 1864, at the end of his term of 


Iam convinced that the rejection of this claim by the Pension Bureau was 
I oo rene as we iol d 1 
an ry violence direct 
applied is'q its effect usually immediate,and its existence easily 
proved. which elapsed between the injury and the claimant’s 
egomention for a pension may be fairly considered as bearing upon the merits 
sca xpplication, while the fact that the claimant was transferred to the In- 
valid Corps year after he alleges the injury occurred, for an entirely 
different aay, can not be overlooked. In the committee’s report the 
statement is the named in the bill was in two different 
hospitals and yet it is not claimed that the history of his 
hospital treatment furnishes any proof of the injury upon which his claim is 


GROVER CLEVELAND. 


i 
F 
f 
i 


Executive Mansiox, May 24, 1886. 
JAMES C. CHANDLER—VETO MESSAGE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the following 
=e the President of the United States; which was read, and, 
with the accompanying bill, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


To the Senate of the United States : 
sion to Jannea ©: val Senate bill No. 1630, entitled “An act granting a 


appears | the report of the committee to whom this bill was referred 
and from an examination of the official records, that the proposed beneficiary 
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first enlisted on the 27th day of August, 1861, and about nine months thereafter, 
on the Ist day of June, 1862, was discharged on account of disability arising from 
chronic bronchitis. 

Notwithstanding the chronic character of his alleged disability, he enlisted 
again on the 3d day of January, 1864, seventeen months after such discharge 

No statement is presented of the bounty received by him upon either enlist- 
ment. ; 

He was finally mustered out on the 19th day of September, 1865 

He first applied for a pension under the general law in May, 1869, alleging that 
in April, 1862, he was run over by a wagon and injured in his ankle. This ac- 
cident occurred during his first enlistment; but instead of the injury having 
been then regarded a disability, he was discharged from such enlistment less 


than two months thereafter on account of chronic bronchitis 
It appears from the committée’s report that his application was rejected, and 
that another was afterward made, alleging that the claimantthad been afflicted 


with typhoid fever contracted in May, 1862, resulting in * 
ease of the back in region of kidneys.”’ 

This application was also rejected on the ground that any disability that 
might have arisen from the cause alleged ‘“‘had not existed in a pensionable 
degree since the date of filing the claim therefor,” which was February 10, 1885 

There still remained an appea! to Congréss; and probably there were not 
wanting those who found their interests in advising such an appeal and who 
had at hand Congressional precedents which promised a favorable result. That 
the parties interested did not miscalculate the chances of success is demon- 
strated by the bill now before me, which,in direct opposition to the action of 
the Pension Bureau, grants a pension to a man who, though discharged from 
enlistment for a certain alleged disability, made two applications for a pension 
based upon two distinct causes, both claimed to exist within two months prior 
to such discharge, and both different from the one upon which he accepted the 
same; and notwithstanding the fact that the proposed beneficiary, after all 
these disabilities had occurred, passed an examination as to his physical fitness 
for re-enlistment, actually did re-enlist, and served till finally mustered out at 
the close of the war. 

If any money is to be given this man from the publie Treasury it should not 
be done under the guise of a pension 


rheumatism and dis- 


GROVER CLEVELAND. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, May 24, 1886 

UNIFORM SYSTEM OF 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
unfinished business. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that it was 
the order of the Senate that the bill should be read by sections for 
amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. With the understanding that any Senator might re- 
turn to any section. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The understanding is, although it goes through 
that way, that any motion to go back is in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so understands it. 
bill will be read in the manner indicated. 

The Secretary read from section 1 to section 7, inclusive. 

Mr. TELLER. I wish to call the attention of the Senator who has 
charge of the bill to section 7, which reads, beginning in line 16: 

In districts which are not within any organized circuit of the United States 


the a and jurisdiction of a cireuit court in bankruptcy may be exercised 
by the district judge. 


BANKRUPTCY. 
The Chair lays before the Senate the 


The 


I should like to inquire what portion of the country that refers to. 

Mr. HOAR. It refers to the District of Columbia and, I suppose, 
the Territories, although the Territories are provided for expressly. 

Mr. TELLER. Iwas under theimpression that it might be intended 
to include the Territories, but it does not include the Territories, because 
the judge of a Territory is not a district judge within the meaning of 
the taw, and if it was meant to refer to the Districtof Columbia it would 
be easy to say so. 

Mr. HOAR. I was mistaken; it does not include the Territories. 

Mr. TELLER. It does not refer to the Territories at all? 

Mr. HOAR. Thatistrue. The Senatoris right. That wasa hasty 
remark. I said it might include the Territories, although they were 
provided for in their own way. 

Mr. TELLER. If this means the District of Columbia, why not 
make it definite ? 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will let it pass, we can come back toit. 

Mr. TELLER. I have no objection to letting it pass, but I should 
like to know exactly to what it refers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSecretary will continue the read- 
ing of the bill. 

Mr. PLATT. Before we go on, let me call the attention of the Sen- 
ator in charge of the bill to the word ‘‘district,’’ in section 7. It 
ought to be better defined as to what territory or what division is meant 
than by the word “‘ district.”’ If it refers to the district court of the 
United States there is no difficulty aboutit; butif it refers toanything 
else the ought to be changed. 

Mr. TELLER. There are no districts which are not in cireuits, un- 
less it applies to the District of Columbia or the Territories. It can not 
apply to the Territories, because it speaks of the ‘‘ district judge.’’ It 
means a district judge in a United States district court. The Terri- 
tories are not districts in the use of the term when so used. 

Mr. HOAR. Ithinktheclause beginningin line i6should bestricken 
out. I think it is a remnant of a bill which did not contain the pro- 
vision which was put afterward into this bill in section 2: 


That the several district courts of the United States and of the Territories, and 
the supreme court of the District of Columbia, are constituted courts of bank 
ruptey within their several territorial limits. 
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When that was inserted, which was not in the o 
Judge Lowell, these three lines in section 7 I think uld have been 
stricken out. They may be stricken out, and if before the bill gets into 
the Senate I find any reason for retaining them I shall call the attention 
of the Senator from Colorado to the language again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report the pro- 
posed amendment. 

The Secretary. In section 7, line 16, it is proposed to strike out 
down to and including the word ‘‘ judge,’’ at the end of the section, as 
follows: 


In districts which are not within any organized circuit of the United States 
the powers and jurisdiction of a circuit court in bankruptcy may be exercised 
by the district judge. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Secretary read section 8 of the bill, as follows: 

Sec. 8. That the final judgment, decree, or order of the circuit court having 
jurisdiction in all matters, questions, and controversies poapenty aves in the 
courts of bankruptcy as such, in whatever mode they may be tr not be 
reviewed by the Supreme Court excepting upon a certificate of division of 
opinion between two of the judges of said circuit court. 

Mr. TELLER. I desire to call the attention of the Senator in charge 
of the bill to the fact that this section allows the Supreme Court to re- 
view the action of the circuit court, but not the action of the Territo- 
rial supreme court. It seems to me the Territorial supreme court of 
each Territory should be put in the same position with the circuit court, 
and if appeals lie or reviews are had in any shape upon certificate or 
otherwise to the Supreme Court from the circuit court, there is prob- 
ably greater reason why the review should be had from the Territorial 
rather than from the circuit courts. It seems to me that the section 
should be amended so as to include the supreme court of each Territory 
as well as the circuit court. 

Mr. HOAR. This only refers to a review, I suppose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair understand the Sen- 
ator from Colorado to move an amendment to the bill ? 

Mr. TELLER. No; this is not my bill, and I have not any sym- 
pathy with it at all. I wish tosee the bill, however, if it ever becomes 
a law, put upon the statute-book in such a way that it will mean some- 
thing. Section 7 provides: 

That the circuit court of each district and the supreme court of each Territory 
shall have a general superintendence and jurisdiction of all controversies and 


S— arising in the district court of such district or Territory, sitting in bank- 
ru y. 

Then section 8 provides: 

That the final judgment, decree, or order of the circuit court having jurisdic- 
tion in all matters, questions, and controversies properly arising-in the courts 
Seager ere feet ceeter aces a alles of Seton cies 
wane twe of the judges of eaid clreuit court. 

That provides for a review of the circuit court proceedings, but there 
is no provision at all for a review of the Territorial supreme court, 
which could not come up on a division of the judges, because there are 
three of them. 

Mr. HOAR. It was not intended to apply to a full court as ina 
Territory, at least three or four, or I suppose in some five judges before 
long, on account of the great pressure for an increase. I understand 
it to apply to the review which comes up in a district from the circuit 
court on a division ef opinion where the court is held by two judges. 

It seems to me that on the whole, considering the infrequeng of 
such cases and the crowded state of the docket of the Supreme Court 
it would not be well to enlarge their jurisdiction by carrying up from 
the Territorial supreme court, consisting of several judges, any question 
whatever of the final decree in a court of bankruptcy. 

Mr. PLATT. Does the bill allow an ap from the circuit court 
in questions where the amount involved is $5,000 ? 

Mr. HOAR. I do not understand that it does. On the question of 
the distribution of the estate, the decision of the court is final except 
where the two judges dissent. That is the policy of the bill. 

Mr. HARRISON, It seems to me that whatever the rule would be, 
independent of section 8, as to the power of the Supreme Court to re- 
view any proceeding had in the supreme court of any Territory, it re- 
mains unaffected by section 8 of the bill. Section 8 is a limitation 
upon the power of the Supreme Court to review an order or decree of 
the circuit court, but it isnota limitation upon their power to review any 
decree or judgment of the supreme court of a Territory reviewing the 
proceeding of the associate judge of the Territory. So, if it was in- 
tended that there should be no appeal or no review in the Supreme 
Court of anything done by the supreme court of a Territory there should 
be some limitation in the bill, because it seems to me that in any case 
where an appeal lies generally from the decision of the su court 
of a Territory to the Supreme Court of the United States it would lie 
under this bill in bankruptcy, the limitation in the eighth section re- 
lating only to circuit courts and not limiting at all an appeal from the 
supreme court of a Territory. I do not know what the rule is now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If noamendment is offered to section 
8, the Secretary will under the rale adopted by the Senate read the next 
section. 

The Secretary read section 9 of the bill, as follows: 


Sac, 9. That any debt,demand, or property claimed by the trustee shall be 





nal draught of 
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sued for in such court, either State or Federal, asthe bankrupt would bave bee), 
entitled to resort to in enforcing the same claim: Provided, That the court of 
bankruptey may in any case, where the jurisdiction of the State and Feder,| 
courts is concurrent, direct that the suit shall be brought in the State court. 

Mr. PLUMB. In line 5, I move to strike out the word ‘‘may” ang 
insert the word ‘‘shall;’’ so as to read: 


Provided, That the court of bankruptcy shall in any case, &c. 


Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator state that again ? 

Mr. PLUMB. I move to strike out the word “‘may,”’ in line 5, and 
to insert the word ‘‘shall,’’ so that wherever the jurisdiction of the 
State and Federal courts is concurrent the suit shall be brought in the 
State court. 

Mr. HOAR. That was a subject of great consideration in the com- 
mittee and in the subcommittee. Itseemed to us that the law ought not 
to provide that the State court should in all cases have jurisdiction; in 
other words, that weshould not take away in the case of bankruptcy al] 
the powers of the United States court, all the right of a citizen of another 
State. For instance, where a citizen of another State happens to be 
traveling we did not think it right that he should be sued by an assignee 
in bankruptcy without his power to transfer the suit to the United States 
court. Idoubt whether that would be constitutional, and itseems to me 
that it would not be reasonable or expedient; but the person having prop- 
erty or title which isin suit ought to have, if it be for the interest of the 
estate, the right to have the United States courts open to him, and if 
the court of bankruptcy shall direct it, may go either to the United 
States court or the State court. 

Mr. PLUMB. How would the direction of the court in bankruptcy 
obviate the constitutional provision in the case the Senator has cited ? 

Mr. HOAR. I was speaking rather to the whole policy of this thing, 
not that particular case. 

Mr. PLUMB. It seems to me that if there is to be any discretion, 
there ought to be an entire discretion; or else it ought to be limited in 
such a way as to bring the discretion entirely within the constitutional 
provision. 

Mr. HOAR. That matter was very fully discussed in the Senate. 
If I recollect aright, the propdsition which the Senator now makes was 
made by the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GzorGr], and after dis- 
cussion the t proposed here was inserted in the bill by the 
Senate in the last 

Mr. PLUMB. I donot know that it makesany special difference, for 
if we are to pass any bankrupt law, to use acommon expression, the tail 
may as well go with the hide; for whatever is now left of the jurisdic- 
tion of the State courts will be wholly and entirely sucked up and taken 
away by this bill. So I de not know that I care to contend about the 
little remnant of jurisdiction which would be left to the State courts 
under the amendment which I have proposed. 

I may as well say here and now as at any other time that I regard 
this bill as the most vicious that could possibly receive the sanction of 
Congress. It is not only to take away all the jurisdiction that is left 
to the State courts Te it into that great omnium , the Fed- 
eral courts of the United States, but it is the ean to 
the system of business now prevailing in the seaboard cities of that of 
the small dealers and traders in the United States situated at interior 
and country points. 

Under this bill there is not a local merchant in the State of Kansas 
who may not be adj a bankrupt every day of his life, however 
solvent he may be. It is an attempt to put into leading-strings under 
the absolute control of the great financial powers of Boston and New 
York all the great and all the minor affairs of the business of the in- 
terior portion of this country, to prescribe to them rules and regula- 
tions under penalty of the violation of which they can only do busi- 


ness—rules and tions which are entirely foreign to the character 
of the business w they do, to the necessities of their situation, and 
to all that by which they are surrounded and which goes to make up 
what they call their minor, of course, in comparison with the 


princely merchants that the Senator from Massachusetts represents, 
and yet major in the sense that it affords them their livelihood, and 
not only that, but constitutes in addition the link which binds all the 


affairs of their neighborhood to the greater affairs of the community at 


hese le carrying on business ranging from a thousand to five 
usand dollars a year, modest, unpretending, solvent to the 
last degree, honest, making up the great middle class of this country 
in a trade way, are to have their business broken in upon, caught up, 
rude and jostling relation to the business of New 
York city and Boston for the purpose of enabling the men who sel! 
to reach out from their counting-houses and cat’ 
unwary and at the penalty of involuntary bankruptcy 
compel them to submit to extortion. 

This bill may be as perfect as human 2 can make it, and yet 
no one can tell until it is tried that it will not be the miracle of extor- 
tion and oppression which the bankrupt law was that was repealed in 
1877. The foe ee we Se es e ity for the 
people of the United States. In my humble judgment, it contributed 
as much as almost any other single thing to the revival of prospenty 
which immediately succeeded it. 
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Mr. HOAR. What is the present condition? 

Mr. PLUMB. The Senator from Massachusetts asks as to the pres- 
ent condition. If his question means anything, it means that the bank- 
rapt law which — 1877 was the means of the lack of prosperity 
of that time. I have no doubt that as bad as things are to-day they 
can be vated by the passage of unwise laws, of which this is one. 

There is no demand from any section of the country, except from the 
large cities, for this law. There is no man who is a minor trader, who 
isa merchant, who lives in any town of 5,000, or from that to 

50,000, inhabitants, who has ever asked for the of a bankrupt 
law. As I said before, there is not one of all those people who do nut 
commit a multitude of acts of bankruptcy every year measured by the 
requirements of this act, and yet who are solvent far beyond the aver- 
age of the merchants in the large cities. 

This is an endeavor to experiment upon the great business body of 
this country for what purpose? For no good purpose; for, as I say, 
nobody has asked for this bill except the great merchants. There is 
not a petition, there is not a letter, there is not a report of any kind ip 
favor of this bill from any one of that great constituency that makes 
up the trading public who buy goods to be sold at retail—not one. 
None of them want it, and it will be nothing but a sign of disaster to 
all of them. ; : 

Why the necessity to bring in a bill of this kind at thistime? Is any- 
body particularly unable to pay his debts as compared with previous 
times? Are there any classes of men who are failing who want the ad- 
vantages of, going into bankruptcy for the purpose of discharging their ob- 
ligations? I cansay, after having had experience under the old bankrupt 
law, and many years’ experience at the bar in my own State, that the 
men who compromised and settled with their creditors before the bank- 
rupt law was adopted always got better settlements than they got under 
the bankrupt act, and more than that their creditors got more than they 
ever got under the bankrupt law. There never was but one case, I be- 
lieve, under the bankrupt law as administered in Kansas, in which the 
creditors gotanything. That I think wascase numberone. That was 
recognized at once as an example which should not be followed, and 
thereafter there was always a deficit. 

However wise this form of words may be ascompared with that, there 
are certain evils necessarily to result from the arbitrary practice that will 
be adopted and necessarily adopted under any bankrupt law which are 
bound to ensue, I remember very well a case where a merchant pos- 
sessing a stock of goods valued at about $2,000, being in debt about 
$1,800 failed to pay at maturity and for thirty days afterward a note 
of $600, which he owed to one of his creditors. He was, upon the pe- 
tition of that creditor, put into bankruptcy. His stock of goods of 
course was seized. : 

For the purpose of invoicing, the goods comprising his stock were 
thrown together, mixed up, so to speak, and while in that condition, 
an reer property, boots and shoes, dry goods, groceries, &c., 

stock of a country store, the court was petitioned and ordered a 
eof the property in an order that was proper enough on its 
and an order of a kind that in nine cases out of ten would be 
ted as of course. The property was put up and sold at $800, and 
t in by the creditor who had put the debtor into bankruptcy, and 
sold by him for $1,800 at private sale the very day after he got 
it tened out. So he made $1,200 by that transaction beyond the 
amount of his claim, and yet the result of the sale only sufficed to pay 
the costs of the suit, leaving the bankrupt with nothing except the 
beggarly account of debts he had left behind him. 
of that kind can not be prevented; they inhere in every possi- 
ble system of bankruptcy that can be devised, as I think; and such 
cases as this are not infrequent, and their injustice is so gross that they 
are not to be justified on the ground that the act may in some other 
I never yet have known a case where a person 


do justice. 
Scllod ta bectnem, if be could show to his creditors that he had 





gee. 


4 


failed honestly, that he had surrendered up or was prepared to sur- 
render all the pi which he had, that he could not get a favorable 
settlement in a way as to be able to resume business fairly and 


iy; and I never have known a case settled under the bankrupt 


voluntary settlements. 
_ The great city merchants doing business upon a plan that is totally 


outed 15 tae the merchants of the country desire to reach out and 

su to them and Lye hay? gragrean and desires all the business 

of this country and to in terrorem over every person with 

whom deal the of bankruptcy if he does not yield to what- 

‘alae demand. deed une device «> all street, of the active cap- 
country, ts property its prosperity. 

In moving this amendment some of these suits may be tried in 


the State courts, it is simply with a desire to save if possible some lit- 
tle those e but fast becoming useless institu- 
tions, the courts of the States, whether they be district courts or cir- 
Tenn ore courts. Under the various statutes of the 
United States, from time to time enacted, nearly all their jurisdiction 
has been taken away. If this bill should be enacted, practically they 
will have nothing left except the settlement of the local disputes and 
troubles that may arise. that which concerns the major transac- 
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the bankrupt whom the assignee succeeds would have. 
choice between jurisdictions, the bill says that in such case, if the juris- 
diction of the State and Federal courts is concurrent, the court of bank- 
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tions of life, all that which is material to their jurisdiction as affect- 
ing the transactions of those by whom they are surrounded, the mer- 
chants, the bankers, the dealers of different kinds, will be taken away. 
We might as well add another section and provide for the tota! aboli- 
tion of the State courts and for the transfer of all causes pending and 
the bringing of all such causes hereafter in the Federal courts, and be 
done with it. 


Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, as to the particular amendment which 


is before the Senate, it is enough to say that the section as it now stands 


limits and does not extend anywhere the discretion or privilege that 
If he hada 


ruptey may direct that the suit shall be brought in the State court. 


So it is wholly a step in the direction of preserving State jurisdiction 


where possible. It does not seem to the committee expedient to go 
further, and it did not seem to the Senate expedient to go further on 


full discussion during the last Congress. 


Now, in regard to the general remarks of my honorable friend from 





Mr. PLATT. Before the Senator goes to that point, will he state 
what reason there is for not giving the trustee or assignee all the rights 
to collect the debts of the assignor or bankrupt that the assignor had 
before his bankruptcy ? 

Mr. HOAR. Because of the desire of the Senate to concede toa 
feeling such as that represented by the Senator from Kansas and the 
belief that in the substantial interests of the estate it must be safe 
with the bankruptcy court, the United States officer. So it was deemed 
well to go to that extent. 

I hardly think that I ought to ask the Senate at 5 o’clock in the 


afternoon to listen to a speech from me which should go over the gen- 


eral argument in favor of a bankruptcy bill. 

The desire for a bankruptcy law, the opinion of its necessity is one 
which is almost a measure of the progress of civilization and of busi- 
ness, and of wealth and of prosperity. Mr. Webster argued with great 
force that the constitutional mandate was intended to be imperative, 


peremptory upon Congress, in conferring the power to provide fora 


uniform system of bankruptcy. Ido not agree with my friend from 
Kansas that there is no desire for this legislation except from the 


wealthy merchant and creditor classes. There have been since the last 
bankrupt act was repealed more than sixty-one thousand failures in 
the United States reported to Bradstreet, and unquestionably in addi- 


tion to those there have been enough to make the number in the United 


States much larger, beyond the amount of one hundred thousand inall. 


Remember the constant increase of the dealing of our States with 
each other, so that the manufacturer in Rhode Island has his compet- 
itor in Ohio or Michigan or Missouri or Kentucky, and his customer in 
Mississippi or Arkansas or South Carolina. Remember thai almost 
every one of our great commercial cities is within an hour or two or three 
of journey to the border of the State where it is situated. Take Bos- 
ton, take Portland, take Providence, take Worcester, take Springfield, 
New York, Jersey City, the great manufacturing cities of New Jersey, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Cincinnati, Chicago, Milwaukee, Saint Louis, 
Atlanta, and a great many others that I might name, the men who do 
business in these cities go in and out, day by day, to theirdaily occupa- 
tions, large numbers of them from residences in adjacent States. Under 
the Constitution of the United States there is not one of this vast army 
of debtors who, if he happened to be so unfortunate as to become in- 
solvent, is not, unless there be a bankrupt law, put at the mercy of a 
single creditor, and these men must pass through life paupers, unable 
to enter upon the ordinary business of American citizens, dragging ‘‘at 
each remove a lengthening chain,’’ without right to lay up for their 
old age, for their wives, for their children, for those dependent upon 
them, what it is the pride and the ambition of every American citizen to 
be able to lay up, a provision after he has gone, unless the humane 
power conferred upon Congress by the Constitution be exercised; and 
it is mainly and chiefly in the interest of this class of persons who are 
driven to the alternative of a life of poverty or a life of fraud 





Mr. TELLER. I wish to ask a question. Will the Senator yield? 
Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 
Mr. TELLER. Has the Senator any evidence before his committee 


that he can produce to the Senate of any considerable desire among that 
class of people for the passage of this bill? 

Mr. HOAR. The evidence has been pouring in upon the Senate and 
upon thecommittee in correspondence and in articles in the press and in 
various ways for the last four or five years. 

Mr. TELLER. Not from that class of men. 

Mr. HOAR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TELLER. Not from those centers where the industrial inter- 
ests of the country are agricultural; but from the great commercial 
centers. 

Mr. HOAR. I differ from the Senator in that respect. 

Mr. PLUMB. Let me ask a question. If that is the chief purpose 
of this bill why will the Senater from Massachusetts not consent that 
all in regard to involuntary bankruptcy be stricken out, so as to make it 
especially a beneficent measure in favor of the debtors? 
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Mr. HOAR. When I have finished my speech the Senator will un- 
derstand what I propose. He puts in the form of a question in sub- 
stance a gibe rather than a question. 

Mr. President, I was coming to another view of this matter. I be- 
lieve that this bankruptcy legislation is in the interest of the new front- 
ier agricultural communities and the old sparsely-settled planting 
communities of this country even more than it is in the interest of the 
commercial cities. Why, Mr. President, we had from some of the rep- 
resentatives of these same communities to which the Senator from Kan- 
sas and the Senator from Colorado have alluded, a remonstrance against 
the policy which preserved the credit of the Union. 

They said that the desire tohave the bonds paid in gold, the desire to 
have a banking system which would give a uniform and sound currency 
to the people of the whole country, was the desire of the bloated 
wealthy classes of the bondholders, the gold dealers of the commercial 
cities. They were mistaken, and the people of those communities see 
their raistake to-day. They see that the one thing which isessential to 
the prosperity, and the hope, and the growthof youth, whether a human 
being or a State, is the preservation of credit. The old community 
where capital is piled up, where laws are well established, where business 
is running in its accustomed channels, can get along on a cash basis; but 
to the new State, the new community, the youth starting, leaving be- 
hind the old home for the new, the one thing which determines his 
success in life is the preservation of an unsullied credit, that his promise 
is as good everywhere as any other man’s performance, that his promise 
is the sure presage and prophecy of his performance. 

Mr. President, here is an existing system, without a bankrupt law, 
under which the credit of those communities rn. The man 
who is asked to make a loan to the planter in Mississippi or Arkansas 
or to the young farmer in Dakota or Colorado, or the capitalist who is 
asked to furnish the capital for any great measure to develop those com- 
munities, finds that at present his debt is deferred to that of the next- 
door neighber, or perhaps to some fraudulent claims, and he makes the 
borrowing community pay for that risk, and what isthe result? That 
while in two minutes you can communicate by telegraph (and very soon 
will be able to do it by telephone) from one end of the country to the 
other, here are millions upon millions, hundreds upon hundreds of mill- 
ions of money locked up in Wall street or in State street seeking in- 
vestments, seeking loans upon call in those communities at 2,2}, 3, or 
4 per cent., when the United States can sell its bonds at a rate which 
amounts to but a fraction over 2 per cent. per annum, the ruling rate 
of interest in these communities is 8, 10, 12, 15, or 20 per cent., 8, or 
10, or 12 per cent. being the ordinary rate on what is called first-class 
securities in some parts of this country. Why is it that these millions 
hoarded of the capitalist in New York or in Boston waiting to be loaned 
do not pour out their fertilizing streams to the most distant borders of 
the country? It is because of the doubt on this matter of credit. It 
is because of the doubt whether the creditor will have his fair share, if 
the debtor happens to be unfortunate, of the estate. 

I believe that the and maintenance of a just, rational, and 
humane bankrupt law would reduce the rate of interest in Mississippi 
or Arkansas from 10 or 12 per cent. down to 4 within four or five years, 
and that these communities pay the most fearful and unnecessary and 
exaggerated = for their resistance to this legislation. 

However, I do not propose to go into this discussion at this 
time in the afternoon. 1 hope the amendment will be rejected. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. HOAR. Let us take a vote on this amendment. 

Mr. TELLER and Mr. MORRILL. Notto-night.. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MrrcHe.1, of Oregon, in the 
chair). The Senator from Vermont moves that th the Senate adjourn 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 15 minutes p. m. ) 
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, May 25, at 12 o’clock 
m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MonpDAY, May 24, 1886. 


The House met at 11 o0’clocka.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
W. H. Minpury, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and ap- 
proved. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. EDEN, until June 15. 

To Mr. Lor, for four days, on account of important business. 
To Mt. GUENTHER, for ten days 

To Mr. HAYDEN, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 


SHIPPING FEES, ETC. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Iam instructed by the Select Committee on Ameri- 
can Ship-building and Ship-owning Interests to present a privileged 
report, which I ask may be read. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


The Select Committee on American § eet ae Mecrning Taterests 
to whom was referred an act (H. R. fees for offic a 
services to American vessels, and to amend the laws relating to shipping co 
missioners, seamen, and owners of vessels, and for other purposes,”’ returned 
from the Senate with amendments and a request fora conference on said amen« 
mnents, report the same back with recommendations as follows: 

That the House concur in amendments numbered 1, 2, 10, 13, 15, 17,18, and 19 

That the House non-concur in amendments numbered 3 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 11,12 

16, ans 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26. 

‘And that the House agree to the conference asked by the Senate on the say), 


The amendments in which the committee recommended concurren¢e 
were severally read and concurred in. 

TheSPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Maine desire to have reaq 
separately the amendments as to which the committee recommend noy- 
concurrence ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Unlessother members desirea separate vote on other 
amendments, amendment 5 is the on). 7 one upon which the committee 
desire separate action. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair suggests that business will be facilitateq 
by first taking the question as a whole upon all those amendments on 
which separate action is not requested. 

The question being taken on the several amendments (excepting No 
5) in which the committee recommended non-concurrence, they were 
non-concurred in. 

Amendment No. 5 was read, as follows: 


On 3, line 11, strike out “‘ but shall not apply to 7 
or lighter,” and insert “including canal-boats, barges, and 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the request of the Senate 
for a conference with the House on the amendments to this bill wil! he 
agreed to. The Chair hears no objection. The Chair will appoint the 
managers on the part of the House some time during the day. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. BLount, Mr. 
Riaas, and Mr. BINGHAM as conferees on the part of the House upon 


the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the Post-Office appropria- 
tion bill. 


canal- boat, ba 
ighters.”’ 


JAMES D. WOOD. 


Mr. WAKEFIELD. [I ask unanimous consent that the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar be from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill (H. R. 6337) for the relief of James |). 
Wood, and that the House now proceed to consider the same. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &:c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, di. . 
rected to pay James D. Wood, late captain and assistant adjutant-genera! 0 
volunteers in the war of the rebellion, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise , the sum of $133.50, being value of a horse and equip- 
ees lost in action at the battle of Chancellorsville, as found by the Court of 

There being no objection, the Committee of the Whole House on tl 
Private Calendar was from the further consideration of the 
bill, and the House to consider the same. 

The bill was ordered to be and read a third time; and }e- 
ngce it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CH. I would like to inquire why this claim was not pai: 
under the law. We have a general law on this subject. 

Mr. W. TELD. Iam unable toinformthe gentleman. I only 
know this is a little matter in which I am trying to do a favor for a 
Democratic friend of mine who has been endeavoring for the last 
twenty years to obtain this allowance. 

Mr. BEACH. Has the bill been reported by a committce of the 


House ? 
Mr. WAKEFIELD. Yes, sir; two or three times. 
Mr. BEACH. I would like to hear the report. 
The report (by Mr. GEDDES) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on War Claims, to whom mee geeraee the bill (H. R, 1265) for 
Oo SoD Ss itary Affair 
That Affairs of the the Forty-cighth Congress, not be 
ing eleary and fu fully advised fall the facts in the ense, referred it to the Co." “ 
a fi of an act entitled “An 
eteed ted <i relief to nit Orne int ee the Executive Departme nts 
in in the investigation of claims and demands against the Government,” approve: 
said Court of Claims with the following find- 
Sennen eae eeneeneres tothe Com- 
jutant-general 
‘otomac, lost 
lawfully in the serv- 
: During the bat- 
after crossing the Rapp:- 
order from the gener’ 
officers back across the 
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Mr. WAKEFIELD moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HIRAM W. HUBBARD. 


On motion of Mr. TOWNSHEND, by unanimous consent the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the ’Private Calendar was discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 320) for the relief of 
Hiram W. Hubbard; and the House proceeded to consider the same. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., a the proper officers of the Post-Office Deqestenens are 
hereby authorized an: d directed to credit in the account ef Hiram W. Hubbard, 
postmaster at Centralia, Ill., the sum of $640, being the value of postage-stamps, 
aa $140 in money, all belonging to the United States, stolen from the safe in 
said a the 23d day of October, 188, without fault or negligence of 
said 

The bill was s ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passee. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MARIE LOUISE CRAVEN. 


Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The regular order is the consideration of a bill 
coming over from the session of Friday evening last, upon which the 
previous question has been ordered. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I ask unanimous consent that the con- 
sideration of that bill be postponed until after the call of States and 
Territories is concluded to-day. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Iask unanimous consent that it be postponed un- 
til Friday next, when private legislation is in order. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I shall object to that. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I think it better for private business coming over 
from Friday to go over until the next Friday, as a rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the request of the gentle- 
man from New Jersey. Is there objection? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I object, and ask unanimous consent that it be 


so rn = Friday next, to be taken up immediately after the read- 
ing 0 ournal. 


r. ZACH. TAYLOR. I object to that. 
Mr. DUNHAM. I demand the order. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Is it in order to move that the further considera- 
tion of this bill be postponed to Friday next ? 
sane SPEAKER. Itisnot. The previous question has been ordered 
the passage of the bill, and under the- rules and practice of the 
it must be acted upon unless by unanimous consent it be post- 


Mr. SPRINGER. Then I withdraw my objection to the request of 
the gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I renew the objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 

The bill (S. 670) to increase the of Marie Louise Craven, 
widow of the late Commander T. A. M. Craven, was read at length. 
The question being upon the passage of the bill, 

Mr. REAGAN. I ask that the report be read. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by unanimous consent, the 
previous question having been ordered upon the passage of the bill. Is 
there objection to the reading of the report? 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. There was no debate on Friday last, 
and I understand under the rules we are entitled to a half hour after 
the — question has been ordered. 

SPEAKER. The report was read, as is shown by the Recorp 


which is in the nature of debate and has been so held constantly in the 


Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I think it was read by unanimous con- 
sent, and was not understood to be in the nature of debate. 
SPEAKER. It has been uniformly held that the reading of the 


is in the nature of debate. 

. HAMMOND. In order that we may be informed before we 
vote on this bill, I ask unanimous consent that five minutes on each 
side be allowed for explanation. 


ae SPRINGER. W ould it be in order to move to recommit the 
TheSPEAKER. It would. 


Mr. SPRINGRR. Then the bill had better be recommitted. 

~ not understand the bill, and debate is closed upon it. 
at all events, until next Friday. 
Mr, HAMMOND. Will the Chair submit the request for unanimous 

Pa. for debate for five minutes on each side ? 

Mr. SCOTT. Is it inorder to move that the motion to recommit be 
laid on the table? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not understand the gentleman from 
Illinois as having submitted the motion to recommit. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will withdraw that until debate is had. 


We 
It should 
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“ iaiiananiieitacetcinteniatigi 
Mr. HAMMOND. 
| debate. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia asks unanimous con- 
} sent that five minutes be 





Then I ask unanimous consent for five minutes’ 


allowed on each side upon the passage of the 

| bill. 
Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I think we should have more than 
that. The wndeutending z was, when the bill was laid over on Friday, 


that there would be fifteen minutes on each side. 
to amend by making it fifteen minutes on a side. 

The SPEAKER. It can not be done by a motion, but only by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. Then I ask un 
fifteen minutes on a side be allowed. 

Mr. WELLBORN. There has been no debate upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The report has heen read, which has always been 
held to be in the nature of debate. 

Mr. BRADY. While it is true thet the report was read on last Fri- 
day evening, yet I understand that fifteen minutes is allowed on each 
side, and the report did not consume more than two or three minutes 
to read. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair can not take cognizance of the length of 
time that was occupied in the reading of the report, whether it occu- 
pied five minutes, or fifteen minutes, or an hour. If there has been 
debate, the rule provides that there can be no further debate after the 
previous question has been ordered, no matter how long or how short 
the time previously consumed in debate may have been. 

Is there objection to the request of the gentleman from New Jersey 
that fifteen minutes be allowed on each side? 

Mr. HAMMOND. I askthe gentleman to modify his request for fif- 
teen minutes and say ten minutes. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. Very well; I will say ten minutes. 

There being no objection, it was ordered that debate be had for ten 
minutes on each side. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey rose. 

Mr. MATSON. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Jersey is recognized. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I will reserve my time if the gentle- 
man from Indiana wishes to proceed now. 

Mr. MATSON. I only wish to say Mr. Speaker, by way of intro- 
ducing this discussion, that this bill was reported adversely from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions; and if anything can be said in behalf 
of the bill, I think that side ought to be heard first. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the Committee on In- 
valid Pensivns, while recognizing the fact that the naval record of Com- 
mander Craven developed great merit, reported this bill adversely on 
the ground that in their opinion the benefit asked, which is to increase 
the pension to $50 a month, should be confined within the grade of the 
general officers of the Army and Navy. I think I have stated the re- 
port fairly and fully when I say that they put it solely on the ground 
that the benefit should be confined within the grade of thegeneral offi- 
cers of the Army and Navy. 

With great respect for the opinions of that committee, and in no 
spirit of criticism, I submit that the rule thus laid down by the com- 
mittee is not in harmony with the spirit or policy of the pension laws 
and not in accord with the former action of Congress. 

The pension law makes no distinguishing recognition of general offi- 
cers by themselves. It neither graduates the amount of pension ac- 
cording to the distinctive rank, nor pensions the general officers at a 
higher rate than some others in lower grades. On the contrary, it 
groups together certain officers of different rank, classing the general 
officers with others of lower grade. The provisions of the law are that 
for total disability of the following officers and for their widows after 
their death there shall be a pension—to a lieutenant-colonel and all 
officers of higher rank in the military service and in the Marine Corps 
of $30 a month; and for a captain and all officers of a higher rank and 
all officers of a lower rank down to and including the master com- 
manding in the Navy of $30 a month. That isthe first group. There 
is another group composed of officers of the inferior grades. So that 
the pension law makes no recognition of the distinctive rank of the 
general officers discriminating against other officers in the same group. 

The lieutenant-colonel and the general, and all officers of intermedi- 
ate rank, and the master commanding, and the admiral and all officers 
of intermediate and corresponding rank, are placed upon the same plane, 
each receiving the same amount, each entitled to the same considera- 
tion, each subject to the same provisions; and their widows to be the 
recipients of the same bounty, and to be governed by the same rules. 

Therefore I say, Mr. Speaker, according to the spirit and policy of 
the pension law, there is no room for the rule which grants benefits to 
the general officer which does not grant them to other oflicers within that 
same group. ‘There is no reason why an exception should be made in 
favor of a general officer under certain circumstances, which should not 
under the same circumstances be made to an officer in the same group; 
no reason why an increase of pension as an exceptional case should be 
granted to the widow of a commodore and with the same exceptional 
circumstances existing be denied to the widow of a commander. 

Neither has Congress regarded the $30 as fixed by an inflexible and 


I move, the: efore, 


iuimous consent that 
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iron rule. It has been the custom, and it isa praiseworthy one,to rec- 
ognize exceptional cases which present instances of heroism and 
bravery challenging admiration and commanding distinctiye recogni- 
tion. 

In the Forty-eighth Congress I find an increase of pension to $50 a 
month to the widows of the following officers: Commander 8. Dana 
Green, Capt. Kidder R. Breese, United States Navy; Maj. Thomas D. 
Thornburgh, Capt. Thomas L. Bent, United States Army; Surgeon- 
General Palmer, Commander Jeffries, General Arnold, Commissary- 
General Eaton, General Rodman, General Ripley, Admiral Scott, Com- 
mander Bissell, Paymaster-General Alvord, Admiral Creighton. 

In the Forty-seventh Congress a like increase to the widows of Col. 
William Dulany, Col. James D. Mulligan, Maj. Levi Twiggs, Admiral 
Goldsborough, Surgeon-General Finley, Admiral Hoff, Admiral Rey- 
nolds, Surgeon-General Wood, General Mitchell, Admiral Lardner, 
General Casey, General Custer, Admiral Spotts, Admiral John Rogers, 
General French, General Ramsey. 

It will be noted that the increase is not confined to the widows of gen- 
eral officers, but includes those of Commander S. Dana Green, on whom 
the command of the Monitor devolved when Worden was disabled; 
Capt. Kidder R. Breese, distinguished at Fort Fisher; Major Thorn- 
burgh, murdered by the Indians; Capt. Thomas L. Bent; Col. William 
Dulany; Col. James A. Mulligan, and Maj. Levi Twiggs. 

Therefore, I say, I find no warrant either in the spirit of the pension 
law or in the former action of Congress that justifies the laying down 
or the enforcement of a rule that the increase of a pension is to be con- 
fined within the grade of the general officers of the Army and Navy. 
The rule has been to grant it in exceptional cases, and I think it can 
be demonstrated that this is a case so exceptional in its character that 
if there had been a contrary precedent Congress should depart from the 
rule. 

Mrs. Marie L. Craven is the widow of the late Tunis A. M. Craven, 
at the time of his death, August 5, 1864, a commander in the Navy 
He entered the Navy in the year 1829, and was continually on duty 
up to the time of his death, having performed twenty-four years and 
six months’ service at sea. He was third in the rank of commander, 
and had he lived he would undoubtedly have been promoted to the 
highest grade. He lost his life while in the command of the monitor 
Tecumseh, leading the attack on the fortifications in Mobile Bay. 
That position had, it was supposed, been rendered impregnable by forti- 
fications and its approaches impassable by obstructions and torpedoes. 
and its defense was supplemented by the iron-clad ram Tennessee and 
numerous gunboats for aggressive attack. So secure was it supposed 
to be that Farragut says it was claimed they would all be blown up if 
they attempted to enter. The position assigned to Craven was the 
post of honor and of danger. His it was to lead the fleet into the fire 
of these defenses and over these submerged instruments of destruction. 
His disaster would mark the path to be avoided. So important did 
Farragut consider the services of Craven and his ship the Tecumseh 
that he awaited her arrival from New York before he attempted to 
enter Mobile Bay. He says in his report: 

The Tecumseh, Commander Craven, arrived on the evening of August 4; and 


everything being propitious I proceeded to the attack on the following morning, 
the Focnmaeh having been given the lead '“g position. 


The attacking ficet steamed steadily up the main  ship-chalinel, the Tecumseh 
firing the first shot at forty-seven minutes past 6 o’ a. m, 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from New Jersey has 
expired. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. 
the REcoRD. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MATSON was recognized, and yielded two minutes to Mr.GREEN. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. In his report of the action Lieut. Com- 
mander Jouett says: 

At fifty minutes after 6 the Tecumseh hoisted her colorsand firedagun. Fort 
Morgan replied. Ina short time the action became general between the fo 
the ironclads,the Brooklyn, Hartford,and Richmond. At this time the re 


fleet took their stations across the channel, delivering a raking fire upon our 


line. Thirty-five minutes past 7, amidst the hottest of the fire, the umseh was 
blown up. 


Captain Drayton says: 

About thirty-five minutes past 7 I heard the cry that a monitor was sinking, 
and looking on the starboard bow saw the turret of the Tecumseh just 
Sechioe op spuinanday tn & ckpaghe line t9-gataks Che-cuame’s vans Senmeanen, 
Which had apparently moved out to give him an eqperteniie. 

Craven, in steering to attack the Tennessee, crossed the torpedo line, 
and striking one, it exploded under the turret of the Tecumseh, which 
went down stem first almost in an‘instant, ing him down with her. 
But his death was characterized by an incident w should never be 
forgotten as long as the English language contains the words chivalry 
and heroism. It is related by the pilot, Mr. Collins, whose life was 
saved. 

At the moment of the explosion Craven and the were in the 
iron tower or pilot-house, directly over the turret. was no way 
of escape from their prison except through a narrow scuttle or opening 
just sufficient for one to pass through. Seeing the inevitable fate of the 


I ask leave tovextend my remarks in 


peals for this increase. 





the 
render 
when 


vessel they both instinctively made for this narrow opening. Asitistold, 
when they reached ct mg together Craven drew back, in a charac- 
teristic way saying, “‘ 

caped to tell the act of heroism, says: ‘‘There was nothing after me: 
as I got out’the vessel seemed to drop from under me.”’ 


you, pilot.”’ Collins, who fortunately es- 


It is related of Sir Philip Sidney, three hundred years ago, that when 


being carried wounded and bleeding from the battlefield of Zutphen 
he complained grievously of thirst. 


A bottle of water was procured 
for him. As he put it to his mouth his eye caught the wistful gaze of 


a mortally wounded soldier eagerly watching his every movement. 


Taking it untasted from his lips he sent it to the dying man with the 
words, ‘‘ Thy necessity is yet greater than mine.’”? He was buried in 
Old St. Paul’s among the noble and the great of England. Although 
centuries have rolled away, his country forgets him not, and history, 
still repeating ‘‘ Thy necessity is yet greater than mine’’ with the 
incident, ever keeps the name of Sidney the synonym of true nobility 
of ¢ and of heroic self-denial. 

Noble and chivalric as it was, his was but a temporary relinquish- 
ment of relief from suffering. Craven’s ‘‘ After you, pilot,’ cost him 
his life, the American Navy one of its bravest and most accomplished 
officers, mankind a hero. No grand old cathedral treasures his re- 
mains; no sculptured marble records his heroism; he rests in his iron 
turreted tomb off Fort Morgan, with naught but the buoy which 
swings to and fro with the ebb and flood of the tide in Mobile Bay to 
mark the scene of his bravery and his death. 

The Secretary of the Navy, in writing to Admiral Farragut after that 
terrible conflict, said: 

Great results in war are seldom attained without great risks, and it was not 
expected that the harbor of Mobile would be secured without disaster. The 
loss of the lant Craven and his brave companions, with the “ Tecumseh,” by 
a concealed torpedo, was a casualty which no human foresight could guard. 
While the nation awards cheerful honors to the living, she will ever hold in 


grateful remembrance the memory of the gallant dead who periled their lives 
for their country and died in her cause. 


The country has Honored the living; let not Congress forget the Sid- 
ney of the American Navy! 

The widow of this gallant man in her old age and her necessity ap- 
I hope it will be accorded to her. 

Mr. MATSON. It is true, Mr. Speaker, as stated by the gentleman 
from New Jersey [Mr. GREEN], that the general law fixes no distinct- 
ive rate of pension for the widows of general officers, and that the rate 
of $30 per month applies to the widows of all officers of the Army, in- 
cluding the rank of lieutenant-colonel and above that, and to the wid- 
ows of all officers of the Navy, including the rank of captain and above 
that. Thatis true; butsome years ago Uo seeing, I suppose, that 
there was no distinctive rate in the law for the widows of general offi- 
cers, entered upon the increase of the pensions of the widows of general 
officers of the Army and Navy from $30 to $50 per month, and in every 
case where the widow of a general officer has asked such increase it has 
been granted, but as to the widows of officers below the rank of general 
officers, the increase has generally been refused. 

There have been, however, some few exceptions to the rule. In a 
few cases bills have passed the House increasing the pensions of widows 
of officers below the rank of general officers from $30 to $50 a month, 
and in some instances from to $40. In this case the applicant is 
the widow of a commander in the Navy. His was not ageneral office; 
it corresponded perhaps to the rank of a lieutenant-colonel in the Army. 
This widow now asks that her pension be increased from $30 to $50 
per month. The cases cited by my friend from New Jersey [Mr. 
GREEN] are doubtless correctly cited, and the additional ones that he 
proposes to print will no doubt be taken from the record; but they are 
the exceptions, and the question for this House to decide is whether it 
can afford to enter upon the indiscriminate increase of these pensions. 
I have always believed that the House had gone too far in undertaking 
to increase the pensions of the widows of any officers from $30 to $50 
amonth. I havealways believed that $30 a month was a large enough 
pension for any widow, and therefore I have opposed these increases, 
even for the widows of general officers. 

The rule, not of the committee but of the House, has been to re- 
fuse the increase to those who were not the widows of general officers, 
and in the last this very bill, after it had passed the Senate, was 
voted down in this Houseon a yea-and-nay vote byafull House. Now, 
the question for us to determine is, whether there is anything in this 
case that should make it aneuntionsl or that would justify the House 
in abrogating its well- i rule to refuse the increase in cases 
like this. I yield the balance of my time to the gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Price). 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Speaker, I do not presume that any gentleman 
will vote for this bill as a payment in money for patriotic duty well per- 
formed. I understand wey de ad cay oe ea aah 
care of the widows, the children, the helpless ones, left by those who 
sacrificed life or fortune in defense of our common country. If that be 

true , then, Mr. Speaker, I ask you what excuse can any one 
for in a case like this, to make the $50 a month 
this has already a pension of $30, and when all over our 
try there are cases equally meritorious of people who are suffer 


ing for want ofa single dollar, or $8. a month, or any other given sum. 
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I believe it to be the duty of this Government, Mr. Speaker, to take 
care of all those who are dependent upon their own exertions, and are 
- disabled and needy because of suffering or loss sustained in defense ot 
the country. But I deny the correctness of the theory that we consist- 
ently may, or that we should, give a pension of more than $30 a month 
to one while hundreds of othersequally deservingget nothing. I would 
take eare of them all, and to do that, not having revenue enough to take 
care of everybody on this grand scale, I would divide what we do appro- 
priate fairly. Gentlemen may talk about the gallantry of this com- 
mander, and I concede it all; gentlemen may speak of the amiable char- 
acteristics and personal merits of his widow, and I concede it all; but is 
that a reason why we should heap these extravagant pensions and in- 
creases of pensions upon those who are already provided for, leaving 
others equally meritorious to languish in suffering and want? Gen- 
tlemen say this does not decrease their chances. I say it does. The 
last national convention of Grand Army men was made up so largely of 
those already provided with pensions that they voted down a proposition 
to pension those who were yet suffering and in want, and every case of 
this kind where you grant an increase of pension to the widow of some 
distinguished character diminishes your ability to do justice to others 
who have an equal claim. 

As to the merits of this particular case, it is proper to remember that 
when Commander Craven blew up his ship he was acting in direct con- 
flict with ex orders. He had been told to keep to the right of cer- 
tain buoys; he took to the left; he blew up his ship by striking one of 
those hidden torpedoes; the next vessel to his backed and filled, and 
his mismanagement threw the whole fleet into disorder. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall this bill pass? 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 66, noes 67. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
104, nays 99, not voting 119; as follows: 


YEAS—104. 
Adams, G. E, Evans, Lehlbach, Scranton, 
Allen, 0. H, Everhart, Lindsley, Sessions, 
Bayne, Findlay, McAdoo, Shaw, 
Bingham, Fleeger, McComas, Smalls, 
Bliss, Frederick, McKenna, Snyder, 
Bound. Funston, McKinley, Sowden, 
Boutelie, Gallinger, Millard, Spooner, 
yle, Gilfillan, Milliken, Spriggs, 
Bragg, Goff, Moffatt, Stahinecker, 
Breckinridge, WCP Green, RS. Morrow, Stephenson, 
Browne, T. M,. Hall, O’ Neill, Charles Stewart, J. W. 
Brown, C. E. Hanback, O'Neill, J. J. Strait, 
Brown, W. W. Harmer, Osborne, Struble, 
Buchanan, Henderson,D.B. Parker, Symes, 
Bunnell, Hepburn, Payne, Taylor, I. H. 
Burrows, Herbert, Perkins, Townshend, 
Butterworth, Herman, Peters, Van Eaton, 
Cannon, Hiestand, Pettibone, Viele, 
Catchi: Hires, Plumb, Wade, 
Cobb, Hitt, Randall, Wadsworth, 
Cooper, Howard, Rice, Ward, J. H. 
Daniel, Jackson, Rockwell, Weaver, J. B. 
Dingley, James, Rowell, Weber, 
Dorsey, Ketcham Ryan, White, A.C. 
Dunham, Laird, Sawyer, Whiting, 
Eldredge, Le Fevyre, Scott, Wolford. 
NAYS—99. 
Allen, J. M. Dougherty, Lowry, Skinner, 
Anderson, C, M nn, Matson, Springer, 
Ballentine, Forney, MeMillin, Stewart, Charles 
Barksdale, lass, McRae, St. Martin, 
Barnes, Green, W. J Miller, Stone, E. F. 
Beach, Grout, Mills, Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Bennett, Hale, Morgan, Stone, W. J., Mo. 
Halsell, Morrill, Swope, 
Bland, Hammond, Morrison, Pouken. J.M. 
Blount, arris, Neal, Taylor, Zach. 
Breckinridge, C.R. Hatch, Neece, Thomas, O. B. 
Cabell, Haynes, Oates, Throckmorton, 
Caldwell, eard, O’ Donnell, Tillman, 
Candler, Hemphill, Peel, Turner, 
ih rson, J.S Perry, Wakefield, 
Cowles, Hill, Price, Ward, T. B. 
oe Holman, Reagan, Weaver, A. J. 
n, Hudd, Reid, J. W. Welliborn, 
Crisp, Johnston, J.T. Reese, Wheeler, 
Croxton, Johnston, T, D. Richardson, White, Milo 
Culberson, Jones, J. H. ‘ Willis, 
> Laffoon, r, Wilson, 
Da’ ,R.H.M. Lan : Sayers, Wise, 
Dawson, Lawler, Seymour, Worthington. 
> in, Singleton, 
NOT VOTING—lLI9. 
Bynum, Cutcheon, Ford, 
Campbell, Felix Davenport, Fuller, 
Campbell, J. E. Davidson, A. C. ay, 
Campbell, J. M. Davis, Geddes, 
Campbell, T. J Dibble, Gibson, C. H. 
Carleton, Dowdney, Gibson, Eustace 
Caswell, Eden, Glover, 
Clardy, Ellsberry, Grosvenor, 
Clements, Ely, Guenther, 
Solitae, Ermentrout, Hayden, 
Farquhar, Henderson, T. J. 
Compton, Felton, Heuley, 
aa > Hewitt, 
in, Foran, Hiscock, 
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Holmes, Touttit, Outhwaite, Tarsney, 
Hopkins, Lovering, Owen, Taulbee, 
Houk, Lyman, Payson, Taylor, E. B. 
Hutton, Mahoney, Phelps, Thomas, J. R. 
Irion, Markham, Pideock, Thompson, 
Johnson, F. A. Maybury, Pindar, rrigg, 

Jones, J.T. McCreary, Pirce, Tucker, 
Kelley, Merriman, Ranney, Van Schaick, 
King, Mitchell, Reed, T. B. Wait, 
Kleiner, Muller, Robertson, Warner, A.J 
La Follette, Murphy, Rogers, Warner, William 
Landes, Negley, Romeis, West, 
Libbey, Nelson, Seney, Wilkins, 
Little, Norwood, Steele, Winans, 
Long, O’ Ferrall, Storm, Woodburn. 
Lore, O’ Hara, Swinburne, 


So the bill was passed. 

The following-named members were announced as paired until fur- 
ther notice: 

Mr. WILKINS with Mr. WEST. 

Mr. SENEY with Mr. Evy. 

Mr. GEDDES with Mr. LYMAN. 

Mr. ARNOT with Mr. DAVIs. 

Mr. HEWITT with Mr. CoNGER. 

Mr. DowWDNEY with Mr. WAIT. 

Mr. ERMENTROUT with Mr. ATKINSON. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, of Alabama, with Mr. SWINBURNE, 

Mr. PrpcocK with Mr. PIRcE. 

Mr. HvutTron with Mr. HIESTAND. 

Mr. DIBBLE with Mr. HOPKINS. 

Mr. LANDES with Mr. LITTLE. 

Mr. BARBOUR with Mr. BRapy. 

Mr. Grpson, of Maryland, with Mr. HAYDEN, 

Mr. BuRNES with Mr. CASWELL. 

Mr. RoGers with Mr. Ezra B. TAYLOR. 

Mr. FoRAN with Mr. Lona. 

Mr. ROBERTSON with Mr. LIBBEY. 

Mr. CARLETON with Mr. HoLMEs. 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama, with Mr. BURLEIGH. 

Mr. CoLE with Mr. THomAs, of Illinois. 

Mr. WINANS with Mr. Houk. 

Mr. Norwoop with Mr. GUENTHER. 

Mr. ByNUM with Mr. MCKENNA, on all political questions. 

The following were announced as paired for this day: 

Mr. EDEN with Mr. GROSVENOR. 

Mr. StoRM with Mr. KELLEY. 

Mr. CLEMENTS with Mr. REED, of Maine. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, with Mr. PAYSON. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, with Mr. MARKHAM, 

Mr. KLEINER with Mr. FARQUHAR. 

Mr. O’FERRALL with Mr. VAN SCHAICK. 

Mr. MULLER with Mr. DAVENPORT. 

Mr. TriIGG with Mr. BRUMM. 

Mr. McCREARY with Mr. BucK. 

Mr. HIESTAND. Iam paired on political questions with the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Hutron]; but as I do not consider this a 
political question, I have voted. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey, moved to reconsider the vote just taken; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the Chair will proceed tocall 
the States and Territories for the introduction and reference of bills and 
resolutions, on which call resolutions and memorials of State and Ter- 


ritorial Legislatures may be presented, and also resolutions of inquiry 
directed to the heads of Executive Departments. 


BRIDGE OVER TENNESSEE RIVER. 

Mr. WHEELER introduced a bill (H. R. 8978) authorizing the con- 
struction of a bridge over the Tennessee River at or near Sheffield, Ala., 
and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

ISAAC 8. SIMPSON. 

Mr. WHEELER also introducefi a bill (H. R. 8979) for the relief of 
Tsaac 8. Simpson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SALARIES OF COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS, ETC. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, introduced a bill (H. R. 8980) 
to fix the salaries of collectors and other officers of customs, and to econ- 
solidate customs districts; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


CITIZENS OF SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
Mr. MORROW introduced a bill (H. R. 8981) for the relief of certain 


citizens of San Francisco, Cal.; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
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AMENDMENT TO SECTION 86 REVISED STATUTES UNITED STATES. 

Mr. MORROW also introduced a bill (H. R. 8982) to amend section 
856 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES T. HUGHES. 

Mr. CANDLER introduced a bill (H. R. 8983) to perfect the mili- 

tary record of James T. Hughes; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 


AUGUSTUS KOVATS. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. 8984) to increase 
the pension of Augustus Kovats, late captain of Company F, Twenty- 
fourth Regiment Illinois Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ROBERT SCHOTTE. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8985) to in- 
crease the pension of Robert Schotte; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JAMES M’CAULEY. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. 8986) for the 
relief of James McCauley; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM CARROLL. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND introduced a bill (H. R. 8987) for the relief of 
William Carroll; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ANDREW J. WARREN. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND also introduced a bill (H. R. 8988) for the relief 
of Andrew J. Warren; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM CLEAVELIN. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND also introduced a bill (H. R. 8989) for the relief 
of William Cleavelin; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM FRANKLIN GARDNER. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 8990) 
for the relief of William Franklin ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PHILLIP CURRAN. 

Mr. LAWLER introduced a bill (H. R. 8991) ting a pension to 
Phillip Curran, late a private Company K, Tenth New York Volun- 
teers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES W. KINYON. 

Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. 8992) for the relief of James 
W.Kinyon; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

FRED. W. BESHORE. 

Mr. MORRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8993) granting a pen- 
sion to Fred. W. Beshore; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY MAVES. 

Mr. MORRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. 8994) granting a pen- 
sion to Henry Maves; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL HAYS. 

Mr. SPRINGER introduced a bill (H. R. 8995) granting a pension 
to Samuel Hays; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM W. WINEGER. > 

Mr. RIGGS introduced a bill (H. R. 8996) granting a pension to Will- 
iam W. Wineger; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, ’nd ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT PATTERSON. 

Mr. RIGGS also introduced a bill (H. R. 8997) to grant a pension to 
Robert Patterson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS P. MULCAHY. 

Mr. WARD, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. 8998) to authorize 
the appointment of Thomas P. Mulcahy to the rank of second lieuten- 
ant; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on-Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

LIZZIE KOENIGSBERG. 
Mr. WARD, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. BR. 8999) granting a 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


May 24, 


pension to Lizzie Koenigsberg, widow of Maxwell Koenigsberg; whi: 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Iny,)\, 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. ; 
MALINDA LEMON. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. 9000) granti,,. 
a pension to Malinda Lemon, widow of Samuel Lemon; which Was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Pensions. and « 
dered to be printed. 

JOSIAH M. DAVISSON. 

Mr. CONGER (by Mr. FULLER) introduced a bill (H. R. 9001) for 4, 
relief of Josiah M. Davisson; which was read a first and second tim. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed 


BRIGGS ALDEN. 

Mr. CONGER (by Mr. FULLER) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9002 
increasing the pension of Briggs Alden, a soldier in the war of 18 12 
which was read a first aud second time, referred to the Committee 
‘Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SARAH E. MYERS, 

Mr. LYMAN introduced a bill (H. R. 9003) for the relief of Sara) 
E. Myers, widow of Abraham Myers, late of Company E, Twenty- 
second Iowa Infantry; which was read a first and second time, refer; 
to the Committee on D invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CAROLINE P. BOLTON. 

Mr. LYMAN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9004) for the relief o; 
Caroline P. Bolton; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ELIZA BOYD. 
Mr. LYMAN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9005) for the relief 0! 
Eliza Boyd; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


NANCY HARDIN. 

Mr. HEPBURN introduced a bill (H. R. 9006) granting a pension 
to Nancy Hardin, of Moravia, Iowa; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ELI SHERER. 

Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. 9007) granting a pension to 
Eli Sherer; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS A. OSBORN. 

Mr. MORRILL introduced a bill (H. R. 9008) for the relief of Thomas 
A. Osborn; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. SUSAN_E. BARRY. 

Mr. HANBACK introduced a bill (H. R. 9009) granting a pension 
to Mrs. Susan E. Barry; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 


SYLVANUS SANDFORD. 

Mr. HANBACK (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9010) tor 
the relief of Sylvanus Sandford; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

JOHN KITTERMAN. 

Mr. HANBACK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9011) granting a peu- 
sion to John Kitterman; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

HOLMES M’CLEARY. 

Mr. HANBACK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9012) granting a pen- 
sion to Holmes McCleary; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

JAMES SMITH. 

Mr. PERKINS introduced a bill (H. R. 9013) granting a pension to 
James Smith; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

E. F. PEARSON. 

Mr. PERKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9014) granting a pension 
to E. F. Pearson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

NAVY-YARD, NEW ORLEANS. 

Mr. ST. MARTIN submitted a resolution of the General Assem)!) 
of the State of Louisiana, relative to the establishment of a navy- and 
in the fifth municipal district of the city of New Orleans; which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

WILLIAM 0. M’DONALD. 

Mr. MILLIKEN introduced a bill (H. R. 9015) granting a pension 
to William O. McDonald; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. MILLIKEN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9016) granting a pen- | 


sion to Augustus Bradbury; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

J. J. B. WALBACH. 

Mr. FINDLAY introduced a bill (H. R. 9017) to remove the disabili- 
ties of J. J. B. Walbach, of Maryland; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 

WILLIAM HIGH. 

Mr. SHAW introduced a bill (H. R. 9018) granting a pension to 
William High; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MICHAEL J. M’LAUGHLIN. 

Mr. COLLINS introduced a bill (H. R. 9019) to remove the charge 
of desertion from the name of Michael J. McLaughlin, formerly a pri- 
vate Company A, Second Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, in the 
service of the United States; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MICHAEL D. CASEY. 

Mr. COLLINS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9020) to remove the 
charge of desertion from the record of Michael D. Casey; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

LEOPOLD KARPELES, 

Mr. ROCKWELL introduced a bill (H. R. 9021) granting a pension 
to Leopold Karpeles; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


GERTRUDE M. STARKWEATHER. 

Mr. WHITING introduced a bill (H. R. 9022) granting a pension to 
Gertrude M. Starkweather; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

FRANCISCO V. DE COSTER. 

Mr. STRAIT introduced a bill (H. R. 9023) for the relief of Fran- 
cisco V. De Coster; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

THEO. B. BEAULIEU. 

Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. 9024) for the relief of Theo. 
B. Beaulieu; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. SOPHIA SPRAIN. 

Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. 9025) for the relief of Mrs. 
Sophia Sprain, widow, and two minor children of Louis T. Sprain; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

NIRIUS CISSELL. 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota, introduced a bill (H. R. 9026) granting 
a pension to Nirius Cissell; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

LUCY A. KIDD. 

Mr. BARKSDALE introduced a bill (H. R. 9027) for the relief of 
Lucy A. Kidd; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


INCOME TAX. 

Mr. BLAND introduced a bill (H. R. 9028) to revive the income tax, 
the proceeds thereof to be applied to the payment of all pensions here- 
tofore granted, or that may hereafter be authorized by Congress; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

EVALINE P. BROWN. 
_ Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. 9029) granting a pension to Eva- 
line P. Brown; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM H. ANDERSON. 
. Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9030) granting a pension to 
William H. Anderson; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
ANDREW BYERS. 

Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9031) granting a pension to 
Andrew Byers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM M. PLEAS. 

Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9032) for the relief of Will- 
iam M. Pleas; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 





———— 
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E. B. BAILEY. 

Mr. DOCKERY introduced a bill (H. R. $033) tor the relief of E. B. 
Bailey; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

LIFE AND PROPERTY IN THE 

Mr. HEARD (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9034) for the fur- 
ther protection of property from fire and safety of lives in the District 
of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRICT. 


HEAZLETY P. COCKRELL. 

Mr. STONE, of Missouri, introduced a bill (H. R. 9035) to increase 
the pension of Heazlitt P. Cockrell, of Saint Clair County, Missouri; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

rMOMAS DUVALL. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska, introduced a bill (H. R. 9036) to remove 
the charge of desertion from Thomas Duvall, late of Company I, One 
hundred and eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

FRANK MEISSNER. 

Mr. BEACH introduced a bill (H. R. 9037Y increasing the pension of 
D. Frank Meissner; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 


) 


DUTIES UPON LEATHER GLOVES. 

Mr. BLISS (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9038) providing for 
the levying of specific duties upon leather gloves; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

NORMAN 8. KENYON. 

Mr. FELIX CAMPBELL (by Mr. BLiss) introduced a bill (H. R. 
9039) granting a pension to Norman §S. Kenyon; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

MRS. MARY JANE WATTS. 

Mr. FELIX CAMPBELL (by Mr. Bitss) also introduced a bill (1. 
R. 9040) for the relief of Mrs. Mary Jane Watts; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ANNA SCHIER. 

Mr. TIMOTHY J. CAMPBELL introduced a bill (H. R. 9041, for 
the relief of Anna Schier; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. CHARLOTTE E. ROWLEY. 
Mr. WEBER introduced a bill (H. R. 9042) for the relief of Mrs. 
Charlotte E. Rowley; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SARAH C. M’CAMLY. 

Mr. BURLEIGH (by Mr. WEBER) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9043 
granting a pension to Sarah C. McCamly; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr. BENNETT introduced a bill (H. R. 9044) to divide the surplus 
moneys in the Treasury of the United States on the Ist day of June, 
1886, among the several States and Territories, to be used for purposes 
of common-school education; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Education, and ordered to be printed. 


JOSIAH C, DODDS, 

Mr. THOMPSON (by request) introduced a billl (H. R. 9045) grant- 
ing a pension to Josiah C. Dodds, late Company E, One hundred and 
seventy-ninth Ohio Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PATRICK COLLINS. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. 9046) granting 
a pension to Patrick Collins; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MICHAEL MURPHY. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9047) grant- 
ing @ pension to Michael Murphy; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ANTHONY M’NALLY. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9048) grant- 
ing a pension to Anthony McNally; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


printed. 
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JOHN RAFFERTY. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9049) to re- 
store the name of John Rafferty to the pension-roll; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

FREDRICK RONIKE. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9050) srant- 
ing @ pension to Fredrick Ronike; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MES. MARY VON KUSSEROW. 


Mr. O’NEILL, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 9051) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Mrs. Mary von Kusserow, widow of Brig. 
Gen. Charles von Kusserow, deceased; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Inyalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CAPT. JOHN F. MORRIS. 

Mr. FLEEGER introduced a bill (H. R. 9052) granting an increase 
of pension to Capt. John F. Morris; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HENRY FEUSTERMAKER. 

Mr. EVANS introduced a bill (H. R. 9053) granting a pension to 
Henry Feustermaker; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

BARBARA A. SMITH. 


Mr. ERMENTROUT (by Mr. RANDALL) introduced a bill (H. R. 
9054) granting a pension to Barbara A. Smith; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

LUKE REILLY. 

Mr. RANDALL introduced a bill (H. R. 9055) for the relief of Luke 
Reilly; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


EXPLOSION AT FRANKFORD ARSENAL. 

Mr. RANDALL also introduced a bill (H. R. 9056) for the relief of 
the sufferers by the explosion of the United States arsenal at Frank- 
ford, Philadelphia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


EMILY G. MILLS. 

Mr. BUNNELL introduced a bill (H. R. 9057) for the relief of Emily 
G. Mills, widow of Oscar B. Mills, late second assistant engineer, 
United States Navy, retired; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARTIN WILES. 

Mr. BUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 9058) to remove the 
charge of desertion from the record of Martin Wiles, Company A, 
Fifty-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ANN E, LEWIS. 

Mr. HARMER introduced a bill (H. R. 9059) granting a pension to 
Ann E. Lewis, widow of Thomas H. Lewis, late of Company B, One 
hundred and twenty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. YOUNG. 

Mr. HARMER (by request) also introduced a bill (H . R. 9060) for the 
relief of William H. Young; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT DOUGHERTY. 


Mr. SWOPE introduced a resolution requesting the Committee on 
Appropriations to make provision for the payment of $365 to Robert 
Dougherty; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

GEORGE W. CAMPBELL. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 9061) grant- 
ing a pension to George W. Campbell; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JAMES VARNER. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 9062) grant- 
ing a pension to James Varner; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

J. HOWARD SLAYMAKER. 


Mr. EVERHART (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9063) grant- 
ing a pension to J. Howard Slaymaker; which was read a first and sec- 
a pees to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 


TAX-SALES OF PROPERTY IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HEMPHILL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9064) pre- 
scribing the times for sales and for notice of sales of property in the 
District of Columbia for overdue taxes; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

REV. NATHANIEL B. FULLER. 

Mr. SMALLS introduced a bill (H. R. 9065) for the relief of Rey. 
Nathaniel B. Fuller, of Spartanburg, 8S. C.; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN G. . 1D CARRIE SIMS, CLEVELAND AND R, P. WEBSTER. 

Mr. RICHARDSON introduced a bill (H. R. 9066) for the relief of 
John G. and Carrie Sims, and Cleveland and R. P. Webster, citizens of 
Bedford County, in the State of Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

SCHOOL LANDS IN WYOMING TERRITORY. 

Mr. LAFFOON introduced a bill (H. R. 9067) to compensate for de- 
ficiencies in the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections within the Terri- 
tory of Wyoming reserved for school purposes, and to secure the pro- 
ceeds arising from the sale thereof; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MARY A. LORD. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9068) 
for the relief of Mary A. Lord; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

BRIDGE ACROSS MISSISSIPPI RIVER AT MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR also introduced a bill (H. R. 9069) to anthor- 
ize the construction of a bridge across the Mississippi River at Mem- 
phis, in the Stateof Tennessee; which wasread a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


SECTION 5258 REVISED STATUTES. 
Mr. THROCKMORTON introduced a bill (H. R. 9070) to amend sec- 
tirn 5258 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES C. DOGGETT. 
Mr. GROUT introduced a bill (H. R. 9071) granting an increase of 


pension to James C. Doggett; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ELIZA TREFREN. 
Mr. STEWART, of Vermont, introduced a bill (H. R. 9072) granting 
a pension to Eliza Trefren; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WASHINGTON SAFE DEPOSIT COMPANY. 

Mr. BARBOUR (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9073) enlarg- 
ing the powers of the Washington Safe Deposit Company, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


DAVID C. GARMAN. 
Mr. GOFF introduced a bill (H. R. 9074) granting a pension to David 
C. Garman; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY JANE BLAIR. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill (H. R. 9075) to grant 
a pension to Mary Jane Blair, brace of W. H. Blair, deceased, late a 
— of Company H, fourth Regiment of Wisconsin Volun- 
; which was read a ‘first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
CYRUS PECK. 


Mr. THOMAS, Genbek — ae a. bill (H. R. 9076) to 
grant a pension to ieutenant Company H, Thirty- 
sixth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ELI D. HORTON. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9077) to 
increase the of Eli D. Horton, late private of Company I, First 
Regiment of Wisconsin Cavalry; which was read a first and second 
Seen to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


STEPHEN A. WATERMAN. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9078) to 


grant a to Stephen A. Waterman; which was read a first and 
second referred to the Committee on Invalid. Pensions, and ordereé 
to be printed. 
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WILLIAM TAYLOR. 


Mr. PRICE introduced a bill (H. R. 9079) granting an increase of 


nsion to William Taylor; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MARGARET JACKSON. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9080) granting a pension to 
Margaret Jackson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES C. M. ALLEN. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9081) granting a pension to 
James C. M. Allen; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PETER MAYER. 

Mr. HUDD introduced a bill (H. R. 9082) granting a pension to Peter 
Mayer; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PHILIP HENKEL. 

Mr. GUENTHER introduced a bill (H. R. 9083) to pay Philip Hen- 
kel for property unlawfully confiscated and destroyed; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE M. ITARE. 


Mr. GUENTHER also introduced a bill (H. R. 9084) to pay George 
M. Hare for services while on detail as master-mechanic and ship- 
builder; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT FOND DU LAC, WIS. 


Mr. BRAGG introduced a bill (H. R. 9085) for the erection of a pub- 
lic building at Fond du Lac, Wis.; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
ordered to be printed. 

LEVEES ON RIO GRANDE. 

Mr. JOSEPH introduced a bill (H. R. 9086) to provide for building 
levees on the banks of the Rio Grande River, in the Territory of New 
Mexico; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. VOORHEES introduced a bill (H. R. 9087) to validate certain 
acts of the Legislative Assembly of Washington Territory; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Terri- 
tories, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY WEBBER. . 

Mr. VOORHEES also introduced a bill (H. R. 9088) for the relief of 
Henry Webber; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. This completes the call of States and Territories. 
If there be no objection the Chair will recognize such other gentlemen 
as have bills to introduce. 

REPORT NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Mr. BARKSDALE introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 174) au- 
i the printing of 25,000 copies of the report of the National 
Board of Health; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN F. HOPKINS. 


Mr. STONE, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. 9089) granting 
a pension to John F. Hopkins; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
LABOR COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 
Mr. DANIEL submitted the following resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Labor: 
Ruston, Thee Thursday, June 10 next, be set aside for consideration of bills 
now on Calendar reported from the Committee on Labor then undisposed 
of, said order to continue from day to day until all of said bills shall have been 


EDUCATIONAL BILL. 
Mr. DANIEL also submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Labor: 


Resolved, That Thursday, the 10th day of June, 1886, be set apart for the con- 
sideration of House bill No. 7266, entitled “‘A bill to aid in the establishment and 
common schools,” which was re’ to the Committee 


FOURTH-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 

Mr. BLOUNT introduced a bill (H. R. 9090) to prevent improper 

mailing of matter at fourth-class post-offices; which was read a first and 

time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
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PENALTY ENVELOPES. 

Mr. BLOUNT introduced a bill (H. R. 9091) to allow pension agents 
to use penalty envelopes for official business, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 
Mr. HERBERT submitted a resolution fixing a day for the consider- 
ation of the bill (H. R. 6664) to increase the naval establishment; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


JOHN K. LE BARON. 
Mr. HOPKINS introduced a bill (H. R. 9092) for the relief of John 
K. Le Baron; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


BENJAMIN FAIRCHILD. 
Mr. SESSIONS introduced a bill (H. R. 9093) to increase the pension 
of Benjamin Fairchild; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN FRIEDLIN. 
Mr. LAIRD introduced a bill (H. R. 9094) for the relief of John Fried- 
lin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


0. M. DOTY. 


Mr. LAIRD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9095) granting a pension to 
@. M. Doty; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


INTERFERENCE WITH RAILROAD TRAFFIC, 


Mr, LAIRD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9096) to amend section 5258 
of the Revised Statutes; which was read a firstand second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


BRAZZILLA F. FARRELL. 


Mr. LAIRD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9097) granting a pension to 
Brazzilla. F. Farrell; which was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY C. HAZEN. 
Mr. LAIRD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9098) granting a pension to 
Mary C. Hazen; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE D. PAUL. 


Mr. LAIRD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9099) for the relief of George 
D. Paul; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


J. B. TINGLEY. 
Mr. LAIRD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9100) granting a pension to 


J. B. Tingley; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ISAAC REED. 
Mr. LAIRD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9101) granting a pension to 


Isaac Reed; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SAMUEL MOORE. e 
Mr. LAIRD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9102) granting a pension to 
Samuel Moore; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY A. HUFFMAN. 


Mr. SENEY introduced a bill (H. R. 9103) for the relief of Mary A 
Huffman; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


BUSINESS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY. 


Mr. TUCKER submitted the following resolution; which was read, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

Resolved, That Saturday, June 5, and Saturday, June 19. after the reading of 
the Journal, be set apart for the consideration of such business as may be pre- 
sented by the Committee on the Judiciary; this order not to interfere with the 
consideration of revenue or general appropriation bills, and if so interfered 


with, shall be in full force and effect for Saturday, June 26, after the reading of 
the Journal. 


CAPT. JOHN GRANT. 

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. 9104) for the relief of 
Capt. John Grant; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

FUNERAL EXPENSES OF CHARLES TREUTLEN, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, submitted the following resolu- 

tion; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Accounts: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to pay out of the contingent 
fund of the House to the oa of Charles Treutlen, late an employé of this 
House, the expenses attending his last sickness and funeral, not to exceed $250. 
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JOSEPH NIMMO, JR. 


Mr. REAGAN submitted the following resolution; which was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations be requested to provide in 
the sundry civil appropriation bill for the payment of the sum of $2,000 to Jo- 
seph Nimmo, jr., to enable him to revise and extend the report on “ the range 
and cattle business of the United States,’’ prepared by him as Chief of the Bureau 
of Statistics of the Treasury Department fate reply to the resolution of the House 
of Representatives dated February 17,1885, such revision and extension of said 
report to include alse information in regard to the raising of horses and sheep 


on ranges and ranches. 
Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the resolution be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 


The SPEAKER. Is it an expenditure for a public work already au- 
thorized by law? 


Mr. REAGAN. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Appropriations Committee can not in- 
troduce new legislation. ‘The Committee on Claims is the proper ref- 
erence. 

SITE OF WASHINGTON CITY POST-OFFICE. 


Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Speaker, I now ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the Rrcorp the heading of a petition, which is very short, 


with reference to the new city post-office. I do not ask to include the 
names. 


There was no objection. 

The petition was read, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

It is as follows: 
Toe the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 


We, the undersigned, business men and property-holders of the District of Co- 
lumbia, believing that’ square No. west of the General Post-Office Depart- 
ment, to be the most suitable site — post-office for the city of Washington, 
do respectfull y petition yous bodies to acquire said square, believing 
it to be the most central location for business ae ee ee we 
tween the great Department buildings of the ment. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will now proceed to call the commit- 
tees for reports. 

BRIDGE ACROSS YOUNG’S BAY, OREGON. 


Mr. CRISP (on behalf of Mr. Bynum), from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back with a favorable recommendation the Senate 
amendments to the bill (H. R. 4670) granting to the county of Clatsop, 
in the State of Oregon, the right to construct a bridge across Young’s 
Bay, a navigable stream in said county and State; which was referred 
to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

MISSION INDIANS, CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (8S. 53) for the relief of 
the mission Indians in the State of California; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

SECTION 1858 OF THE REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. PERRY, from the Committee on the Territories, reported, as a 
substitute for H. R. 8287, a bill (H. R. 9105) to repeal section 1858 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

House bill No. 8287 was ordered to be laid on the table. 

® PUBLIC BUILDING AT NEWPORT, KY. 

Mr. SNYDER, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 538) to 
vide for the erection of a public building in the city of Newport, Ky. 5s 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the as 
of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT FORTRESS MONROE, VA. 

Mr. SNYDER, from the Committee on Pablic Buildings and Grounds 
also reported back with a favorable recommendation 
to provide for the erection of a i 
Va.; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. LOUTTIT, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 3238) to amend 
section 4700 of the Revised Statutes, relating to invalid pensions; which 

was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
VIRGINIA TAYLOR RANDALL. 

Mr. WOLFORD, from the Committee on reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7712) gsanting a pen- 
sion to Virginia Taylor Randall; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompa- 
nying report, ordered to be printed. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


On motion of Mr. SPRINGER, the Committee on Claims was (jj. 
charged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 8657) refer. 
ring certain claims to the Court of Claims; and the same was referre, 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

On motion of Mr. SPRINGER, the Committee on Claims was 4) 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 8464) {», 
the relief of L. M. Pearlman; and the same was referred to the Com. 
mittee on War Claims. 


) 


MRS. SARAH HOLROYD. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported back wi;) 
a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 94) for the relief of Mrs. Sara}, 
Holroyd, widow and administratrix of the estate of John Holroyd, (de. 
ceased; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole <a or 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, order 
be printed. 

NORTH GERMAN LLOYD STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 

Mr. SHAW, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with q 
favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 4018) for the relief the Nort); 
German Lloyd Steamship Company; which was referred to the Com. 
mitteeof the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

ZEB WARD. 

Mr. MCKENNA, from the Committee on Claims, reported back wit) 
a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 86) for the relief of Ze) 
Ward; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 


the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


; 
9 


ADVERSE REPORT. 
Mr. CROXTON, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
back with an adverse recommendation the joint resolution (H. 
161) for the relief of Mary C. Croshy; which was laid on the table, 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


MONUMENT AT STONY POINT, N. Y. 


Mr. STAHLNECKER, from the Committee on the Library, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the joint resolution (H. Res. 
156) authorizing the Secretary of War to erect at Stony Point, N. Y., 
a monument; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. McCook, its Secretary, informed 
the House that the Senate insisted upon its amendments to the bil! (H. 
R. 8762) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appropri- 


ations for public printing, pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal 
year June 30, 1886, disagre disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives, asked a conference with the House on the disagreeing votes 0! 


the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. ALLIson, Mr. HAtr, 
and Mr. COCKRELL to be the conferees on the part of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the President pro tempore had 
appointed Mr. BEcK a at the conference on the part of the Sen- 
ate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendments of 
the Senate and the amendments of the House of Representatives to the 
fifth amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5887) making appro- 
priations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1887, in the place of Mr. CALL, excused. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the Chair will recognize 
gentlemen to make reports who were not in their seats when their com- 
mittees were called. 

There was no objection. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. BLISS, from the Committee on Pacific Railroads, reported 
joint resolution (H. Res. 175) oo enn eens of the — to 
demand information from the Northern Pacific Railroad Company in 


regard to certain all violations of law by that company; which was 
read a first and time, referred to the House Calendar, and, with 
the report, ordered to be printed. 


POLYGAMY, ETC. 
Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee on the J 


reported back 
joint resolutions of the 


udiciary, 
titles; which were laid on the table: 
Joint resolution (H. Res 16) an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States in to polygamy, &c. ; 
Joint resolution (H. Res. 50) eames an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States so as to establish uniform laws on the 


subject of marriage and divorce; 
Joint resolution (H. Res. 140) ing an amendment to the Con- 


Sa oe polygamy; and 
Joint resolution (H. Res. 143) an amendment to the Con- 
ting polygamy. 


stitution of the United States 








ajo 








1886. 


Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, also reported | 


a joint resolution (H. Res, 176) for the amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States in regard to polygamy and polygamous association 
or cohabitation between the sexes; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 


rt, ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TUCKER. [ask on behalf of my colleague on the committee, 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to know where the Committee on Agricult- 
ure got the function of reporting a revenue bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Honse by a vote referred the bill to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BRAGG. I shall raise the question of consideration. 

The SPEAKER. There is no questionof consideration in that case. 


the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. BENNETT], that he have leave | The only way to accomplish the object the gentleman has in view is to 
to present the views of the minority, and that they be printed with the defeat the motion to go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 


report of the majority. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
MARY B. HOOK. 


Mr. STRUBLE, from the Committee on Pensions, reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 2095) granting an increase of 
pension to Mary B. Hook; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 
SARAH P. M’KEAN. 


Mr. STRUBLE, from theCommittee on Pensions, also reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 973) granting an increase 
of pension to Mrs. Sarah P. McKean, of Marion, Lynn County, Iowa; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH 8S. DE KRAFFT. 


Mr. STRUBLE, from the Committee on Pensions, also reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 2223) granting a pension 
to Elizabeth S. De Krafft; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


RACHAEL BARNES. 

Mr. STRUBLE, from the Committee on Pensions, also reported, as a 
substitute for H. R. 7690, a bill (H. R. 9106) granting a pension to 
Rachael Barnes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

The original bill (H. R. 7690) was laid on the table. 

BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY. 


Mr. SWINBURNE (by Mr. Prick) presented the views of the minority 
of the Committee on Agriculture upon the bill (H. R. 3350) to aid the 
Bareau of Animal eee and, by unanimous consent, they were or- 
dered to be printed with the report of the committee. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. COBB. Mr. Speaker, I move to go to the Speaker’s table and 
take up the bill forfeiting lands granted to the Southern Pacific and 
California Railroad Company. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the pur- 
pose idering general revenue bills. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana moves to proceed to 
the consideration of business on the Speaker’s table for the purpose of 
taking up bills forfeiting land grants made to certain railroad compa- 
nies; that motion the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatcr] 
moves that House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union for the purpose of considering revenue bills, a 
motion which has rity. 

Mr. HATCH. . Speaker, I wish to say that my purpose is to 
reach bill H. R. 8328, known as the oleomargarine bill. 

Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Speaker, is that a bill reported from the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means ? 
aan SPEAKER. It is a bill reported from the Committee on Agri- 

ture, 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I call up the privileged report of the Select 
Committee on Reform in the Civil Service in relation to the Warder case. 

Mr. HATCH. On that, Mr. Speaker, I raise the question of consid- 

Mr. MILLER. Mr. Speaker, before that is reached I desire to raise 
the question of consideration in favor of the special order made on 
sgn a bill 5788, a bill to provide for the issue of small bills 


The SPEAKER. There can be but one question of consideration 
pending atatime. The first question is, Will the House now consider 
the report made from the Select Committee on Reform in the Civil 
certain employés of the House? 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
The gentleman will state it. 

. HATCH. I am not advised of the characier of the report to 

the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Cox] refers, but I de- 

sire to ask the Chair if it is a privileged report 


The SPEAKER. It is. It relates to the conduct of certain em- 
Harte of the House. 
. TCH. Then! insist upon my motion, rai the question of 
sheeaal pon my raising the q 
Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a parliamentary in- 


| to them to-morrow. 


of the Union for the purpose of considering revenue bills. 
Mr. BRAGG. My committeedesire to retain the hour that belongs 


Mr. BLAND. Mr. Speaker, I understood the gentleman from Texas 
[Mr. MILLER] to call up a special order. What is that special order? 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman can not call upa special order while 
a matter of privilege is-pending before the House. When that. is dis- 
posed of the Chair will hear what the gentleman from Texas proposes. 
The first question is, Will the House now proceed to the consideration 
ofthe report made by the Select Committee on Reform in the Civil Serv- 
ice in relation to certain employés of the House? 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 46, noes 92. 

Mr. COX. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken; and 25 members voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. TUCKER. No quorum. 


A MreMBer. This does not require a quorum. 
The SPEAKER. A quorum is required to determine the question 
of consideration. 


Mr. HISCOCK. The point is made too late. 

The SPEAKER. It is not too late. The Chair had announced the 
vote, but not the result of the vote. The Chair will appoint as tellers 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Cox] and the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Hatcr]. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported 
122. 

So the House refused to proceed to the consideration of the report of 
the Select Committee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

Mr. MILLER. I now move that the House proceed to the consid- 
eration of House bill No. 5788, which was made a special order on the 
26th of April. 

The SPEAKER. If the Chair understands what the bill is to which 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. MILLER] alludes, he thinks it is made 
a special order subject to the consideration of general appropriation and 
revenue bills; and if so, the question must be first taken, as heretofore 
stated by the Chair, on the motion made by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. HatcH]. 

Mr. BLAND. I would like to understand what the bill is which 
the gentleman from Texas desires to bring up. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would be glad if the gentleman from 
Texas would state what the bill is. 

Mr. MILLER. It is the bill reported’ from the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency, providing for the issue of one and two dollar silver 
certificates. 

Mr. BLAND. It seems to me the silver-certificate bill ought to have 
consideration—— 

The SPEAKER. These questions are not debatable. The special 
order to which the gentleman from Texas refers was ‘‘to be considered 
in the House as in the Committee of the Whole House, not to interfere 
with general appropriation bills, bills raising revenue, nor prior orders.”’ 
Consequently, the question is first upon the motion made by the gentle- 
man from Missouri, that fhe House now resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union to consider revenue bills. 

Mr. HERBERT. I desire to ask whether the order just read by the 
Chair excepts the morning hour for the consideration of bills called up 
by committees? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not read the entire order, but only 
enough to show that in the present situation of affairs the question 
must first be taken upon the motion of the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. HERBERT. In order that we may intelligently vote upon these 
questions, I desire to ask whether that order would have the effect of 
dispensing with the morning hour for the consideration of bills? 

The SPEAKER. It would if called up before the business of that 
heur had been entered upon. The only exceptions made in the order 
are those read by the Chair. 

Mr. COBB. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. COBB. I made a motion to proceed to the consideration of bills 
forfeiting land grants. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HatcH] 
moved to amend that motion so as to go into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for the consideration of his bill. 
Then a privileged motion was made by the gentleman from North Car- 
olina [Mr. Cox] to take up the report of his committee. Now, what 
has become of my motion ? 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri moved to gointo the 
Committee of the Whole, not to consider a report made by his commit- 
tee, but to consider bills raising revenue; and that motion has priority 
over the motion of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cops] to proceed 
to the consideration of bills on the House Calendar forfeiting land 


ayes 45, noes 
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grants to railroad companies, as the gentleman from Indiana will see 
by referring to the order made with reference to that class of business. 

Mr. COBB. If this motion of the gentieman from Missouri should 
be voted down—— 

The SPEAKER. 
comes next. 

Mr. COBB. I trust the House will vote down the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri. 

Mr. HATCH. And I trust the House will adopt it. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. HAtcu, that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of considering bills raising revenue, there were— 
ayes 87, noes 64. 

Mr. McMILLIN. 


Then the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 


Desiring to reach bills forfeiting land grants, I de- 
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mand the yeas and nays on this question. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 50 voting im favor thereof. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 142, nays 83, not yot- 


ing 97; as follows: 


YEAS—142. 
Adams, G. E. Fuller, Lindsley, Sadler, 
Allen, C. H. Funston, Louttit, Sawyer, 
Barbour, Gallinger, Lovering, Scott, 
Barksdale, Gay, Lowry, Scranton, 
Bayne, Gilfillan, Lyman, Sessions, 
Beach, G b atson, Seymour, 
Bingham, Goff, McComas, Singleton, 
Bliss, Green, W.J. McCreary, Smalls, 
Bound Grout, McKenna, Snyder, 
Boutelle, Halsell, McKinley, Sowden, 
Brady, Hanback, Millard, Spriggs, 
Browne, T. M Harmer, Moffatt, Springer, 
Brown, C. E. Hatch, Morgan, Stahinecker, 
Brown, W. W. Haynes, Morrill, Stephenson. 
Buchanan, Hi y Morrow, Stewart, J. W. 
Buck, Henderson,D.B. Murphy, Strait, 
Bunnell, Henderson, J.8. eece, Strubie, 
Burrows, Henderson, T. J. Nelson, Swope, 
Caldwell, Hepburn, O'Donnell, Symes, 
Campbell, J. M. Herman, OF 1, ‘Taylor, LH. 
Cannon, Hiestand, O’ Neill, Charles ‘Taylor, Zach. 
Cooper, Hill, Osborne, ‘Thomas, O. B. 
Cox, Hires, Parker, ‘Thompson, 
Croxton, H Payne, Townshend, 
Curtin, . Perkins, Wade, 
Daniel, Hopkins, Peters, ‘ 
Davidson, R. H.M. Howard, Pettibone, Wakefield, 
Dawson, Hudd, Plumb, Ward, T.B. 
Dingley, Jackson, Price, Weaver, J. B. 
Dockery, Johneon, F. A Randall, Weber, 
Dorsey, Johnston, J Rice, White, A.C. 
Dougherty, Ketcham, I ‘ White, Milo 
Eldredge, King, Rockwell, Whiting, 
Everhart, la Follette, Romeis, Worthington, 
Felton, Laird, Rowell, 
Frederick, Lehibach, Ryan, 
NAYS—83. 
Anderson, C. M. Farquhar, MeMillin, Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Belmont, Findlay, McRae, Stone, W.J., Mo. 
Bennett, Fisher, Miller, ‘Tarsney, 
Blanchard, Ford, Mills, Ibee 
Bland, Forney, Morrison, Taylor, J M 
Blount, Green, RS. Neal, Throckmorton, 
B , Hammond, O' Neiil, J. J. Tillman, 
Breckinridge, C. R. Harris, Outhwaite, ‘Tucker, 
Breckinridge, WCP.Hempbill, Payson, Turner, 
Cabell, Herbert, Peel, Van Eaton, 
Campbell, J. E. Holman, Perry, Van 
Campbell, T. J. Irion, Boog, A bn 
Candler, James, Reid, J. W.* Ward, J. H. 
Cobb, Johnston, T. D. ic mn, Warner, William 
Cowles, Jones, J. E Sayers, Wellborn, 
Crain, ‘oon, Shaw, ‘Wheeler, 
Crisp, Lanham, Skinner, Willis, 
Culberson, Lawler, Spooner, Wilson, 
I ran, Martin, St. . ise, 
Dunhan, Maybury, Stewart,Charles Wolford 
Dunn, McAdoo, Stone, E. F. 
NOT VOTING—9. 
Adams, J. J. Comstock, Hewitt, Pidcock, 
Aiken, Conger, Holmes, Pindar, 
Allen, J. M. Cutcheon, Houk, % 
Anderson, J. A. Davenport, Hutton Ranney, 
Arnot, Davidson, A. C. Jones, 3. Reed, - 
Atkinson, Davis, Kelley, Reese, 
er, Dibble, Kleiner, Robertson, 
Ballentine, Dowdney, Landes, Rogers, 
Barnes, Eden, Le Fevre, Seney, 
Barry, Elisberry, Libbey, Steele, 
Boyle, Ely, Little, Storm, 
Burleigh, Ermentrout, Long, Swinburne, 
Burnes, Evans, Lore, Taylor, E. B. 
Butterworth, Fleeger, Mahoney, ‘Thomas, J. R. 
Bynum, Foran, Markham, . 
Brumm, Gedd Merriman, Wait, 
Campbell, Felix Gibson, C. H Milliken, Warner, A. J 
Carleton, Gibson, Kustace Mitchell, Weaver, A. J. 
Caswell, Glover, Muller, a 
Catchings, Grosvenor, Negley, Wilkins, 
Clardy, Guenther, N . inans, 
Clements, Hale, Oates, Woodburn, 
Cole, Hall, O’ Hara, 
Collins, Hayden, Owen, 
Compton, Henley, Phelps, 
So the motion was agreed to. 





May 24, 

During the roll-call the following additional pairs were annownceg 
from the Clerk’s desk: 

For the rest of the day: 

Mr. REESE with Mr. WoopBURN. 

Mr. PINDAR with Mr. Evans. 

Mr. BALLENTINE with Mr. BAKER. 

Mr. MITCHELL with Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. 


URGENCY DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The SPEAKER. Before announcing the result the Chair wil! ap. 
point conferees on the part of the House. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move that the House farther insist on its digg. 
greement to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 8752 
making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appropriations fo; 
public printing, pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year end. 
ing June 30, 1886, and agree to the conference requested by the Sen- 
ate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER appointed as managers of said conference on the par: 
of the House, Mr. RANDALL, Mr. LE Fevre, and Mr. McConfas. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 


TARIFF. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the first bill on the Cal- 
endar. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 7652) to reduce tariff taxes and to modify the laws in relation to 
the collection of the revenue. 

Mr. MORRISON. I ask that that bill be passed over. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I object. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I hope the gentleman will not object. There is no 
use to take up the time of the House. 

Mr. HATCH. It is only taking up the time of the House for noth- 


ing. 
The CHAIRMAN. Under the rules the committee will rise and re- 


port the objection to the House. 


The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union ee the bill (H. R. 7652) to reduce 
tariff taxes and to modify the laws in relation to the collection of the 
revenue, objection was made to its consideration, and the committee 
accordingly rose and reported the objection to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall the committee be directed 
to pass over the bill which has been indicated ? 

The motion was agreed to. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 

The House again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House the tariff bill has been 
passed over, and the next bill on the Calendar is the bill (H. R. 4327) 
to reduce the number of internal-revenue officers, provide a better and 
more economical administration of the internal-revenue laws, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that bill be laid aside. 

Mr. CABELL. I object. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry, whether it is in 
order to move to lay aside all tariff and revenue bills which precede 


the ol ine bill? 
Mr. HATCH. This is the only one. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair can not entertain objection to any 


bill exeept the one 
Mr. CABELL. is is a revenue bill, and has come up regularly, 
and I the House will consider it. 


The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to passing the bill over’ 
Mr. CABELL. I object. 
The committee rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 
SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union having reached the bill (H. R. 8327) to reduce the num- 
ber of internal-revenue officers, provide a better and more economical 
administration of the internal-revenue laws, and for other purposes, 
objection was made to its consideration, and, under the rules, the com- 
mittee rose and reported the fact to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall the committee be dirc ted 
to ) oy over the bill indicated? 

House divided; and there were—ayes 91, noes 43. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, demanded the yeas and nays. 

The House divided; and there were ayes 39. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Count the other side. 

The other side was counted; and there were noes 102. 

So (more than one-fifth having voted in the affirmative) the yeas and 
nays were ordered. . 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall the Committee of the Whole 
be directed to pass over the bill indicated ? 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina. Is it in order to have the bil! read? 
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TheSPEAKER. Not in the House; it might have been read in com- 


mittee. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
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139, nays 86, not voting 97; as follows: 
YEAS—139, 


Adama, G. E. 


Funston, 


Lyman, Scranton, 

Allen, ©. H. Gallinger, McComas, Sessions, 
Allen, J. M. Gilfillan, McCreary, Seymour, 
Anderson, C. M. Glass, McKenna, Singleton, 
Anderson, J. A. Glover, McKinley, Smalls, 
Barksdale, Grout, Millard, Sowden, 
Bayne, Halsell, Milliken, Spooner, 
Beach, Hanback, Moffatt, Spriggs, 
Bland, lfarmer, Morgan, Springer, 
Bliss, Hatch, Murphy, StahInecker, 
Bound, Haynes, Neece, Stephenson, 
Boutelle, Hieard, Nelson, Stewart, J. W. 
Browne, T. M. Henderson, D.B. O'Donnell, Stone, W. J., Mo. 
Brown, C. E. Henderson,T.J. O'Neill, Charles Strait, 
Brown, W. W. Henley, O'Neill, J. J. Struble, 
Buchanan, Ilepburn, Osborne, Swope, 
Buck, Herman, Outhwaite, Symes, 
Bunnell, Hiestand, Parker, Tarsney, 
Burrows, Hires, Payne, Taylor, 1. HW. 
Campbell, J. E. Hiscock, Payson, Taylor, Zach. 
Cannon, Hitt, Perkins, Thomas, O. B. 
Cooper, Holman, Peters, Thompson, 
Cutcheon, Hopkins, Pettibone, ‘Townshend, 
Dawson, Howard, Plamb, Wade, 
Dingley, Hudd, Price, Wadsworth, 
Dockery, Jackson, Ranney, Wakefield, 
Dorsey, Johnson, F. A. Rice, Ward, T. B. 
El ge, Johnston, J.T. Riggs, Weaver, A.J. 
Everhart, Ketcham, Rockwell, Weaver, J.B. 
Felton, La Follette, Romeis, Weber, 
Fisher, Laird, Rowell, White, A.C. 
Fleeger, Le Fevre, tyan, White, Milo 
Ford, Lindsley, Sadler, Whiting, 
Frederick, Louttit, Sawyer, Worthington. 
Fuller, Lowry, Scott, 

NAYS—86. 
Barbour, Daniel, Lanham, Snyder, 
Barnes, Dargan, Lawler, Stewart, Charles 
Belmont, Davidson, R.H.M. Lovering, St. Martin, 
Bennett, Dougherty, Martin, Stone, W. J., Ky. 
Blanchard, Dunham, Matson, Taulbee, 
Boyle, Dunn, Maybury, Taylor, J. M. 
Brady, Elisberry, MeMillin, Throckmorton, 
Bragg, Farquhar, McRae, Tillman, 
Breckinridge, C. R. Forney, Miller, Tucker, 
Breckinridge, WCP.Gay, Mills, Turner, 
Cabell, Green, R.S. Morrison, Van Eaton, 
Caldwell, Green, W.J. Neal, Van Schaick, 
Campbell, T. J. Hammond, Oates, Viele, 
Candler, Harris, O’Ferrall, Ward, J. H. 
Catchings, Hemphill, Peel, Warner, William 
Cobb, Henderson, J.S. Perry, Wellborn, 
Collins, Herbert, Reagan, Wheeler, 
Cowles, James, Reid, J. W. Willis, 
Cox, Johnston, T. D. Richardson, Wilson, 
Crisp, Jones, J. H. Sayers, Wolford, 
Croxton, King, Shaw, 
Culberson, Laffoon, Skinner, 

NOT VOTING—97. 

Adams, J. J. Curtin, Hutton, Pindar, 
Aiken, Davenport, Irion, Pirce, 
Arnot, Davidson, A.C. Jones, J.T. Randall, 
Atkinson, Davis, Kelley, Reed, T. B. 
Baker, Dibble, Kleiner. Reese, 
Ballentine, Dowdney, Landes, Robertson, 
Barry, Eden, Lehlbach, Rogers, 
Bingham, Ely, Libbey, Seney, 
Blount, Ermentrout, Little, Steele, 
Brumm, Evans, Long, Stone, E, F, 
Burleigh, Findlay, Lore, Storm, 
Burnes, Foran, Mahoney, Swinburne, 
Butterworth, Geddes, Markham, Taylor, E. B. 
Bynum, Gibson, C. TH. McAdoo, Thomas, J. R. 
Campbell, Felix Gibson, Eustace Merriman, Trigg, 
Campbell, J. M. Goff, Mitchell, Wait, 
Carleton Grosvenor, Morrill, Warner, A. J. 
Caswell, Guenther, Morrow, West, 
Clardy, Hale, Muller, Wilkins, 
Clements, Hall, Negley, Winans, 
Cole, Hayden, Norwocd, jise, 
Compton, Hewitt, O’ Hara, Woodburn, 
Comstock, Hill, Owen, 
Conger, Holmes, Phelps, 
Crain, Houk, Pidcock, 


So the House directed the committee to pass over the bill. 


Mr. HOPKINS. I wish to state, Mr. Speaker, that I am paired on 


political questions; but not regarding this as a question of that char- 
acter I have voted. 


Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimons consent that the reading of the 
names be di sed with. 
Mr. VAN EATON. I object. 


The Clerk then recapitulated the names of those voting. 

The following additional pair was announced: 

Mr. Prpcock with Mr. BrncHAM, on this vote. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
Mr. VAN EATON. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was not agreed to. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 
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IMITATION DAIRY PRODUCTS. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. SprinGer). The House has directed the 
committee to pass over the bill the title of which has been read. The 
Clerk will now report the next business upon the Calendar. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also imposing a tax upon and rega- 
lating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomar- 
garine. 

The bill was read at jength. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chajrman, it is not my purpose at this time to 
occupy the floor in an explanation of this bill, as I have already ex- 
pressed my own views and those of the Committee on Agriculture in 
the report accompanying the bill. I shall, however, avail myself of 
the privileges accorded to me under the rules of the House to occupy 
my hour in closing the general debate. 

I recognize, Mr. Chairman, that this is an important bill, and desire 
that it shall have a full and fair discussion in the committee. I shall 
not attempt to-day to fix any limit to the debate, and shall be gov- 
erned tosome extent at least by the disposition and wishes of the House 
in that regard. 

I now yield the floor to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorr] 
such time as he may desire to occupy. 

Mr.SCOTT. Mr. Chairman, it was my privilege a short time ago to 
introduce in the House a bill designed in its provisions to regulate the 
manufacture and sale of what is known as oleomargarine. The bill 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture, as were other bills sub- 
sequently presented bearing upon the same subject. Hearings were 
allowed by the committee to those desiring to be heard, whether in 
favor of or opposed to legislation upon the question; and after weeks of 
patient labor a bill has been reported which in all respects meets my 
wnreserved approval. The honorable chairman of the committee hav- 
ing courteously tendered me an hour of the time allotted for the dis- 
cussion, I will undertake to briefly state some reasons why in my judg- 
ment such a measure is at this period notonly opportune but absolately 
necessary if one of the chief industries of the country is to be spared 
from the doom which now threatens it. 

It is needless for me to speak of the importance to a nation of throw- 
ing every possible safeguard aboutitsagricultural interests. They who 
devote their entire lives to the production of those articles which are 
relied upon for the sustenance of the people have a primal right to make 
known their grievances and to persist in their appeals until at least a 
measure ofrelief isafforded. The farmer isneveraggressive, but always 
patient. His hours of toil are not limited tothe period between the ris- 
ing and the setting of the sun; he suffers hardships in his battles with 
nature, but his struggles are the struggles of peace; he is always iaw- 
abiding, and never fractious. True to the independent characteristics 
of his calling, he is slow to invite others to his assistance; and when 
that appeal is made it should be answered with a promptness that at- 
tests the nation’s confidence in his statements and appreciation of his 
worth. 

Within a period of less than ten years a gigantic traffic has grown up 
which has already displaced one-fifth of the purest product of the 
dairy and substituted therefor an article the ingredients of which are 
acknowledged to be not only offensive in their original character to hu- 
man taste but positively injurious to the public health. So rapidly 
has this traffic developed, and so vast have its proportions become, that 
State Legislatures have been powerless to arrest its growth, and the Na- 
tional Congress is finally appealed to to pass laws that shall at least 
check its further disastrous advance. 

With this object in view a convention of men representing the dairy- 
ing interests of twenty-six States of the Union was held in the city of 
New York early in the presentyear. It was composed of delegates ap- 
pointed by governors of States, as well as delegates from State agricult- 
ural societies and boards of agriculture, State and local dairy associa- 
tions and granges, and from the produce and mercantile exchanges of 
New York and other cities. This convention was not the mere out- 
growth of meaningless agitation, but it was the culmination ofan honest 
sentiment, based upon a sense of injustice, and carrying with it a de- 
termination to organize upon the principle of self-protection. They 
temperately discussed the evils from which they were suffering. In 
view of the wrong that has been inflicted upon them and the nature of 
the commodity which has made such inroads upon their individual wel- 
fare, it would not have been surprising if they had asked for its com- 
plete extermination; but, recognizing the personal as well as the com- 
mercial rights of others, they sought in a spirit of moderation and 
through the adoption of laws to be placed upon at least an equal footing 
with their dangerous competitors. 

In the first place, it is nowhere denied that oleomargarine is sold in 
immense quantities, honestly as oleomargarine but fraudulently as the 
purest article of dairy butter. In fact the highest indorsement af- 
forded it by the manufacturers of the compound is to the effect that so 
thoroughly have they mastered the secret of deception that the most 
skillful expert is unable to distinguish the pure from the imitation ar- 
ticle. Itis at this point that the wrong begins; and this isa wrong 
no less to the dairyman than to the consumer. The genius which has 
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succeeded by the application of chemical fluids and compounds in 
transforming a mass of loathsome and unwholesome ingredients into 
anarticleof food at a trifling cost, does not hesitate to impose the prod- 
uct upon the public, and receive in the way of excessive profit the dif- 
ference between the cost of the imitation or counterfeit article and that 
of pure butter. It was to the regulation of this feature of the traffic 
that the convention applied itself. 

All will recognize the indisputable fact that a natural and constant 
demand exists for genuine butter. It is to furnish the supply to meet 
this demand that the dairyman has invested his money in land, and. 
crops, and stock, and machinery, and applies his labor. If, after all 
his toil and expense to produce an article of unadulterated purity, which 
the public demand, he finds, on reaching the market, that his real prod- 
uct has been forestalled by a spurious article unsuspectingly purchased 
by the consumer, surely he is entitled to some redress. The manu- 
facture and sale of oleomargarine, therefore, unrestricted by legisla- 
tion, is a present and increasing injury to that class of the agricultural 
community especially engaged in the dairying interest. The provision 
of the proposed bill in no wise inflicts hardship upon the manufacturer 
of oleomargarine, but simply raises the farmer to the plane of fair and 
honest competition. 

As in the past there have been so there will in the future continue 
to be various grades of butter, and side by side with these the differing 
grades of oleomargarine may still be offered and accepted by those who 
prefer the one to the other. The cost of from 7 to 9 cents a pound, at 
which it is claimed the best grades of oleomargarine can be produced, 
renders it possible, notwithstanding the proposed tax, for the imitation 
to openly compete with the genuine. The question will then be solved 
by the preference of the individual, and the penalty will only follow 
the imposter and wrongdoer. 

An interesting and, in my judgment, a very important question is 
involved in the consideration of a measure of this character. This 
country is distinctively adapted to agricultural pursuits, and the rapid 
development of State after State since the birth of the Republic has 
been largely due to the peculiar attractiveness of our territory for labor 
in connection with the cultivation of thesoil. ‘They whorepresent this 
class of labor are usually self-reliant and industriousmen. They real- 
ize the privations associated with the calling, and measure by the true 
standard the chances of success. They are early taught practical les- 
sons in economy and thrift, and how best to apply these first principles 
is the problem to the solution of which the best years of their lives are 
devoted. That such magnificent results, in the aggregate, have been 
so speedily achieved, is the most flattering certificate of their ability, 
as a class, that could be formulated. 

I do not need, in my present surroundings, to camber my remarks 
with statistics, so thoroughly recognized and impressive is the record 
of their accomplishments. But what has it cost to produce these re- 
sults? In the first place, toil of the most unremitting and exacting 
character; in the second place, that peculiar order of genius or tact 
which is constantly seeking to apply means to ends. Unless a farmer 
is possessed of both of these qualities his lands will go to waste and his 
cattle will starve. Nor is the one useful without the assistance of the 
other. He may toil without ceasing, but if he does not possess tact to 
direct his labor he will reap a poor reward; and however liberally he 
may be endowed with tact, unless he supports it with his toil, only 
disappointment and desolation will result. 

A kindred principle applies to the intelligent conduct of his work, 
namely, the dependence of one branch of his industry upon another. 
It is only the operation of a natural law of com ion which com- 
pels a return to the soil of a portion of that which it has yielded as a 
reward to the husbandman for his toil. It is a mistake to argue that 
the world owes every man a living; on the contrary, every man owes 
to the world a due measure of toil through which his living is ac- 
quired. And it is through the perfection of this idea that the condi- 
tion of mankind is advanced, and the world is rendered better accord- 
ing to the measure of individual contribution to the generalsum. The 
farmer who should rely upon the first-mentioned theory, to which ex- 
pression is often idly and thoughtlessly given, and should psssess him- 
self of his farm with the idea that he, being its owner, is entitled to 
a sustenance therefrom without properly caring for his stock or in- 
telligently providing for the development of his crops, would speedily 
run abreast of bankruptcy and starvation. 

Moving together hand in hand, the cereal and the dairy branches 
have attained for agriculture that perfection which has rendered the 
system an object of national pride. Having done this much for itself 
without the fostering aid of class legislation, the great farming interest 
may rightfully insist upon a hearing when it appeals for protection 
against an insidious foe whose further advancement must inevitably 
destroy its chief support. If the farmer is stripped of his direct profit 
derived from the products of his dairy he must part with his cattle, 
and thus lose the incidental advantage that accrues from am 
contributions to the soil. 

Thesundering of this link can not fail of being disastrous in its ef 
not only to the individual, but in time te the country at-large. If the 
traffic in ine shall continue with the same energy which has 
marked its growth during the brief period that has intervened since 


the earliest productions of the compound, it will in a few years almost 
wholly supplant the trade in genuine butter. The farms, deprived of 
their herds, will inevitably degencrate in the character of their soil. 
and instead of being, as at present, the abodes of comfort, thnft, anc 
happiness, they will become impoverished tenantries, yielding no rey- 
enue to the State and barely an existence to the unfortunate dwellers 
upon them. 

In the rapid march of American progress agriculture has promptly 
followed in the track of the railway. Before the age of steam it was 
the pioneer of civilization, but as the railroad penetrated farther and 
farther into the great West agriculture yielded its leadership, but only 
to become the chief auxiliary to the more vigorous representative of 
the spirit of the times. Less than half a century ago the northern- 
most limit of the great wheat belt of the continent was to be found in 
the famous valleys of the Mohawk and the Genesee; and upon the 
banks of the Genesee and at the falls of that river, in the city of Roch- 
ester, the great milling industries of the country were centered, while 
at the falls of the James River the Haxhall flour, produced from the 
wheat grown in the rich valleys of Virginia, was ofa quality second to 
none in the world, and commanded the markets of South America, into 
which we are now unsuccessfully endeavoring to introduce the surplus 
products of our mills and factories. 

To-day the great stone mills on the borders ef the Genesee are de- 
voted to other uses. The wheat belt rapidly extended into the new 
States of Ohio and Indiana, thence into Illinois, Michigan, and Wis- 
consin, and later into the vast Territories of the great Northwest. With 
it the milling interest departed from Eastern centers, and now, around 
the Falls of Saint Anthony, in Minnesota, a locality which only a gen- 
eration ago was the tenting-place of the savage, are clustered a serics 
of majestic flouring mills, which, in their capacity and appointments, 
are not only the pride of the nation, but the wonder of the world. As 
the population in the East became more dense, the farming lands in- 
creased in value. 

The tendency of continued cropping to cereals being toward the ex- 
haustion of the soil, the herd supporting the dairy became more and 
more necessary for the successfal maintenance of the farm. Con- 
venience to ready markets and facilities for transportation rendered 
this branch of the industry one to be preferred; hence the cereals, 
which could no longer be profitably grown in the East, were gradually 
shifted to the cheaper lands of the West which nature for centuries had 
been nursing into fertility for the approach and reward of the pioneer. 

But nature is always exacting. Having given to man the virgin soil 
of the prairies from which, through industry, to reap his bountiful har- 
vest, she has compelled the maintenance of the same degree of fertility 
which she originally bestowed; hence the herd of the dairyman again 
became a necessity, and has continued to be a necessity wherever the 
cereals have advanced to extract the original vigor of the soil. While 
the two have never wholly parted company, the dairy in its work of re- 
pairing the exhaustion has largely extended its area, and in so doing 
has encroached so far upon the territory of its companion industry that 
to-day the great fields of the cereals are found far out upon the West- 
ern and Northwestern frontiers, while the butter-making and cheese 
interests have grown to immense proportions in the States of Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Iowa, as well as in Kansas and 
Missouri, reaching eastward through Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, 
and the Middle States to the famous dairying communities of Pennsy!- 
vania and New York. 

As the country with the lapse of time and increasing age is grad- 
ually taking upon itself the conditions of permanence in the location 
of its industries, it is fair to assume that within the region outlined 
the dairying interest is destined to become for all time established. The 
importance to the nation of its proper maintenance can not be ques- 
tioned. So wisely have the geographical limits of our country been 
defined that there is little in the way of products of the soil necessary 
to the existence of its people that can not be grown within our own 
borders; and so thoroughly balanced and nicely distributed are our 
gifts, that the system of dependence of the various sections one upon 
the other is perfect, while our national independence, which is our chief 
glory and pride, is at the same time assured. 

The particular region in which the dairying industries of the country 
have established themselves is especially adapted by nature for their 
a not for climatic reasons alone, but because they are in- 

for the ation in a productive state of the soil of the 

— territory upon which they flourish. It is always an omen of ap- 

disaster whenever any legitimate industry shows signs of 

, for it is upon the well-being and contentment and prosperity of 

art ‘at @ nation thrives. A blow to the dairying interests of this 

country is a blow to the vitals of the nation. The effect of its deca- 
dence would not be confined to those directly engaged in the pursuit, 

but would be feltin every nerve of our national system. It would mean 

the lapsing of lands to a condition of unproductiveness and waste and 

a surplusage of labor in another branch of industry. 

The effect would speedily be felt in our revenues as well as in every 
avenue of trade. Socompletely do the laws of nature them- 
selves with every system of human government for the betterment of 
the condition of mankind, that when the farms of a great country be- 
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come tenantless, and the soil is allowed to remain uncultivated, no 
theory of political economy can be devised which wiil point to national 
prosperity and success. In our Northern clime cultivation of the soil 
means compensation to the soil, and this the herd of the dairyman is 
designed especially to provide. The great South finds a substitute for 
this element of Northern husbandry in her tropical sun, which warms 
and nurses into life the seed sown in her soil, and transforms it into her 
vast stretches of cotton, rice, and sugar-cane. 

But there is another view of this question, which, it seems to me, 
should preponderate in the mind of every man who is not content with 
looking only to the present, but who desires to contribute something to 
the well-being of the generation that shall follow. As a people, we 
have advanced within a century of time from the limited importance of 
a mere colony to the position of a leading nation of the earth. 

A few years ago we regarded Europe as the permanent market for our 
cereal products. But the ingenuity and enterprise of man are con- 
stantly changing the problems that statesmanship is called upon to 
solve. From the first era of civilization with which commerce is iti 
any way identified, a short route to the Indies from the continent of 
Europe has been one of thechief objects sought to be attained, and the 
most enterprising nations of the earth have been engaged in the solu- 
tion of the problem. It was the pursuance of this idea more than any 
other which gave to the world a new continent, and rendered it possi- 
ble for the Anglo-Saxon race to become the dominant race of the 
world. 

It was reserved to the nineteenth century to witness the solution of 
the problem, which has been accomplished through the construction of 
the Suez Canal, supplemented by the invention of steam-power. The 
early navigators, leaving the shores of the Mediterranean and doubling 
the Cape of Good Hope in their search for the shortest route that would 
command the trade of the Indies, little suspected that their ships need 
never have passed the Straits of Gibraltar in their efforts to reach their 
goal. The construction of that canal has revolutionized the maritime 
trade of the world. 

According to the estimates of competent authorities, it has in ten 
years alone saved in transportation an amount in excess of that re- 
quired for its construction. It has brought the wheat fields and the 
cheap labor of the Indies into serious competition with the enterprise 
of our own country, and it may yet prove a serious factor in the com- 
petition of the cotton markets of the world. He must be a wise man 
indeed who will hazard a prediction as to what the ultimate result to us 
will be. Already one marked effect is apparent in the reduced demand 
for our cereals. Should this condition of affairs continue, the fields 
upon which has been grown the surplus of cereals, and which surplus 
we have been able to sell in European markets, must be devoted to 
other uses, and to nothing can they be so readily applied as to the pro- 
duction of articles connected with the dairy. 

For these the demand at home and abroad is practically unlimited. 
Properly fostered and cared for, the dairy industry is more profitable 
than wheat-growing; it does not rob the soil of its vigor to the same 
extent as the ‘cereals, while it is constantly repairing the exhaustion 
that occurs in its operation. We need have no fear of competion with 
other countries in this i branch if we only remain true to our- 
selves. In fostering this industry we not only protect the five mill- 
ions of farmers at present identified with it, but we offer to every farmer 
now engaged in growing grain, if found unprofitable, the opportunity 
to devote a portion of his farm and energies to the development of his 
dairy. 

In view, therefore, of the possibilities of alargely increasing demand 
for our dairy products in the future, and the competition we have al- 
ready encountered in connection with our cereals, this proposed legis- 
lation is especially seasonable; for if we permit the products of the 
dairy to be driven from our home and foreign markets through unfair 
competition, the milk of the cow can not be utilized for other purposes. 
Nor will the passage of such a law as that proposed react injuriously 
upon other branches of the agricultural industry, inasmuch as the 
healthy and pure product of the hog, which it is claimed enters largely 
into the manufacture of butterine, has at present a ready and profitable 
market when rendered into lard and lard oil, and the former is now a 
formidable competitor with butter for many of the purposes for which 
butter can be used. 

The same theory is also applicable when considered in connection with 
the suet and fat of the beef-producing animal. How soon the great 

will be upon us of turning almost wholly from the cereals to 
productions of the dairy with which to supply our export demand we 
may not now be able to accurately determine; but that we are rapidly 
} such a possible condition of affairs no one who studies the 
signs of the times in this connection willdeny. For the past few years 
we have seen the price of wheat steadily decline, until to-day No. 2 
wheat is selling for about 76 cents per bushel on the Chicago Grain 
Exchange. From this price must be deducted elevator charges at point 
of railroad transportation rates, and commissions to middle- 
men. These may be fairly estimated at 26 cents per bushel, leaving as 
the average amount vealized by the producer on his farm 50 cents per 

It is unnecessary to say that this means bankruptcy to the farmer if 
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wheat is his main reliance. But that is the condition at this time, and 
within two months the reaper will resume its work with every indi- 
cation of anabundant harvest. Yet, even at these low figures, our ex- 
portations of wheat are gradually decreasing in volume. Over one- 
half of our population are engaged in the cultivation of the soil; and 
if any measures can be devised which will afford relief to or strengthen 
the farmer in his struggle with the adverse conditiens which prevail, 
from whatever cause they may arise, we would, in my judgment, be 
rendering a most acceptable service to the country by thoughtfully ap- 
plying ourselves to their prompt consideration and adoption. 

In conclusion, I will only briefly refer to the objections to the passage 
of this bill which have been advanced upon constitutional grounds. As 
I understand the Constitution, one of its fundamental principles is to 
promote the general welfare of those whoseek protection under its shield. 
In my judgment, the manufactire and sale of oleomargarine, and all 
other articles represented and sold as the products of the dairy, but 
lacking their purity, while being sold as articles of genuine quality, is 
a system of piracy which not only deprives the farmer of his honest and 
well-earned dues, but while advancing under false colors inflicts a posi- 
tive injury upon the public health. 

The Congress of the United States unquestionably possesses the right 
to tax any industry or any commodity, however innocent in its effects. 
The harmless article of salt, which enters so largely into the manufact- 
ure of butter, carries with it the enormous tax of 2364 per cent., while 
whisky is taxed 90 cents per gallon, with the avowed object of restrict- 
ing its sale because of the baneful influence which springs therefrom. 
There are those who favor the taxation of oleomargarine to the point 
of extermination, but with these I can not agree. If there are those 
who prefer oleomargarine to the genuine butter, the manuiacturer 
should be allowed to supply that demand; but, in my judgment, he 
should be required to pay a tax sufficient at least to equalize the dif- 
ferciice in the cost of producivg the counterfeit and the cost of produc- 
ing the genuine article which he seeks to imitate and displace. 

This theory I maintain upon the principle that one who devotes his 
time, his capital, and his labor to the production of a pure and whole- 
some commodity, and who is thereby contributing to the general wel- 
fare of the people, is entitled to as much consideration as one who is 
devoting his time, his capital, and his labor to the production of an im- 
pure and unwholesome commodity, which has an impairing influence 
upon the population and does not contribute to the permanent welfare 
of the people. 

In view of the report made by the Committee of Agriculture, aftera 
thorough investigation of the subject, I believe that we, as the repre- 
sentatives of the people, are competent judges of the effect of counter- 
feit dairy production upon the general welfare. The bill before us seeks 
to promote that welfare, and is hence, beyond al! suggestion, thoroughly 
in harmony with the spirit of the Constitution. 

The line of our duty in this respect, therefore, it seems to me, is made 
so clear to all, that upon the simplest and most rudimentary basis of 
reasoning the passage of a law such as that now being considered and 
seeking to correct the evils pointed out is of paramount importance to 
the country at large, to the end that not only a great national industry 
shall be protected from the assaults of an illegitimate competitor, but 
that the general welfare may be promoted thereby. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I now yield the remainder of my hour 
to the gentleman from Lllinois [Mr. Hopkins] on my left. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Chairman, no more important bill has been 
before this House during the present session than the one we are now 
considering. Representing as I do one of the richest and best dairy dis- 
tricts in the United States, I feel an especial interest in the question now 
under discussion. The enactment of this bill into a law by the Forty- 
ninth Congress will be but tardy justice to a most deserving class of 
citizens. Our farming interests, in my judgment, have not received 
heretofore the care and consideration from Congress they deserve. In 
time of peace or war we look to the tillers of the soil for the source of 
all our national prosperity. 

Let us now give them this national legislation to insure their pros- 
perity. During the time I shall occupy the attention of the House in 
the discussion of the bill I shall only note its leading features, and limit 
myself to a statement of some of the reasons why it should be enacted 
fnto a law, and answer so well as I can the arguments urged against it 
by those who profess a preference for a shadow to the substance of a 
thing—a fraud to the genuine article. Thebill, Mr. Chairman, defines 
butter, and states ‘‘ that for the purposes of this act the word ‘ butter’ 
shall be understood te mean the food product usually known as butter, 
and which is made exclusively from milk or cream, or both, with er 
without common salt, and with or without additional coloring matter.’’ 

All substitutes or imitations of butter, commonly known as oleomar- 
garine and butterine; ‘‘oleolardine, suine, neutral and oleomargarine 
oil; and all mixtures and compounds of these substances; and all lard 
extracts and tallow extracts; and all mixtures and compounds of tallow, 
beef fat, suet, lard, lard oil, vegetable oil, annotto and other coloring 
matter; intestinal fat and offal fat made in imitation or semblance of 
butter, or calculated or intended to be used as butter or for butter,’’ 
are defined oleomargarine for the purposes of this act. 

Manufacturers of oleomargarine and wholesale and retail dealers in 
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this product are all required to be licensed, and the product is required 
to be put up in various-sized packages by the manufacturer to suit the 
conveniences of his business, properly stamped, so that the dealer, with 
the manufacturer, can not be imposed upon, but will know that he is 
buying oleomargarine and not butter. Such requirements are also 
placed upon the wholesale and retail dealers that no imposition can 
well be practiced on the consumer or public. A tax of 10 cents per 
pound is fixed on the manufacture of oleomargarine, and proper pen- 
alties attached to all infractions or violations of the law. To secure an 
effective enforcement of the proposed law it is made a part of our in- 
ternal-revenue system. 

I think, sir, it is so framed that it can easily be enforced, and yet is 
80 comprehensive in character that it will serve as a sure protection 
against the sale of any imitations or fraudulent substitutes for pure 
butter as defined in the first section of the act. I am well aware that 
grave objections can be urged against some of its provisions. It, how- 
ever, has received the most careful scrutiny of some of the best legis- 
lators in the country and been approved by them. The Committee on 
Agriculture have given the whole subject embraced in the bill the most 
careful and patient examination, and they report this bill without a 
dissenting vote or voice. 


Ifleft to my individual vote I would pass the bill withoutany amend- |. 


mentor change, and yet I would not imperil its passage in the House 
by obstinately adhering to the tax of 10 cents per pound on every pound 
of oleomargarine manufactured where some other member, actuated by 
honest motives, as I presume him to be, shal] feel that 2 or 5 cents per 
pound is as much as should be imposed. What I want is that a stop 
shall be put upon the sale of an article for butter which has not an 
element of that product in its composition. Do away with all decep- 
tion and fraud. Let all products be placed upon the market on their 
merits. That there should be legislation of the character proposed in 
the bill I think must be apparent to all men; that it is a crying fleed 
is seen and felt by those who have the interests of farmers and dairy- 
men at heart. 

Those of you whose thoughts are engrossed in other subjects are lit- 
tle aware of the great interests involved and invested in the dairy busi- 
ness in America. There are produced annually in this country 1,600,- 
000,000 pounds of butter and 400,000,000 pounds of cheese. Nineteen 
hundred million dollars is a moderate estimate of the value of the prop- 
erty invested in producing that amount of butter and cheese per an- 
num. The dairy interest ranks among the first of our great American 
industries. How has it fared in the busy hum and whirl of life? To 
build up great manufacturing interests in our cities, on the shores of 
our vast lakes and along the banks of the great rivers that flow to the 
sea, laws have been enacted, and justly, too, I think, to foster and pro- 
tect them. High duties have been placed upon all like articles manu- 
factured in foreign countries. 

As a result of such laws foreign competition has been driven out of 
our market. Men have been encouraged to invest their capital in man- 
ufactories. The furnace has been lighted, the wheels of machinery set 
in motion, the loom and the spindle made to give forth their homely 
music, and as a result we have become the greatest manufacturing na- 
tion in the world. During the time these manufacturing interests have 
been developing from small beginnings to such gigantic proportions the 
farmers of America have bravely borne their part. They have quietly 
submitted to the imposition of atax or duty upon the tools and ma- 
chines they used, the clothes they wore, and the beds upon which they 
slept, on the assurance that these manufactories would build upa home 
market for the products of their farms and dairies. They have gone 
on month by month and from year to year cultivating their farms, in- 
creasing the number of their cows for the dairy, and im ing the 
breed of their stock. The good housewife has cheerily gone 
the work of converting the milk and cream in her dairy into pure but- 
ter and rich cheese that delight the eye and satisfy the taste of the most 
critical. 

Within a score or more years creameries have been established and 
butter and cheese factories built to relieve the laborious work of butter 
and cheese making upon the farm, and to encourage the farmer to still 
further invest in dairy interests until property to the amount of the 
estimate I have given has become invested in this business, and the 
annual production of butter and cheese so great as to almost amaze us. 
These results have been reached not by the aid of ~—ee, but by 
the honest industry and economy of the farmers. ith many the 
earnings of a life are found in their cows and the butter they make. 
This great interest has become imperiled by one of the most gigantic 
frauds of modern times. 

During the Franco-Prussian war an inventive genius by the name of 
M. Mége discovered that the fats of such animals as cattle, horses, 
and dogs could be made into a substitute for butter. The war meas- 
ure of the inventive Frenchman was seized and improved upon by the 
ever restless Yankee. Our Patent Office has been besieged wi pa i 
plicants forfpatents. Without inquiring into the merit of the 
proposed to be manufactured, or testing the questions whether, when 
manufactured, it would work a fraud on the honest producer of butter or 
be injurious to the health of the consumer, the Government has granted 
patent after patent, until now there are fifty-eight distinct and differ- 
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ent ways patented for ruining the honest producer of butter and for 
undermining the health of the consumer. 

The following is a list comprising sixty different articles nemed by 
seventeen patentees in their patents, and claimed by them to be used 
in the manufacture of oleomargarine oil, neutral lard, oleomargarine 
butter, butterine, &c. : 

Sugar of lead, bisulphate of lime, saltpeter, borax, boracic acid. 

Salicylic acid, benzoic acid, orris root, cotton-seed oil, vegetable oils 

Butyric acid, ’ bicarbonate of soda, nitrate of potassa, ‘gly cerine, cap- 
sylic acid. 

Cuparic acid, alum, capsic acid, sulphite of soda, cow’s udder. 

Commercial sulphuric acid, pepsin, sal-soda, tallow, lard. 

Sea-salt, farinaceous flour, butyric ether, caustic potash, carbolic 
acid. 

Sulphuric acid, castor oil, chalk, slippery-elm bark, caul. 

Oil of sesame, oil of sunflower seeds, olive oil, curcumine, turnip- 
seed oil. 

Bromo chloralum, chlorate of potash, niter, oil of sweet almonds, oj! 
of peanuts. 

Peroxide of magnesia, stomach of pigs, of sheep, of calves, nitrate 
of soda, bennie oil, gastric juice. 

Mustard-seed oil, nitric acid, dry-blood albumen, sugar, butyric acid, 

Bicarbonate of potash, chloride of sodium, caustic soda, corn starch, 
coloring matter. 

Factories for the manufacture of such fraudulent, and I might almost 
say criminal,substitutes for butter have been established in different cities 
in the country. In Chicago alone, I am told on good authority, 200,000 
pounds are made daily, and I have it from reliable sources that at least 
200,000,000 pounds of these fraudulent imitations of butter are made an- 
nually. If these imitations of and substitutes for pure butter wero 
marked or labeled what they really are, and the dealers and consumers 
advised of what they are purchasing and eating, no complaints would 
be made by thedairymen. The great wrong isthe fraud and deception 
practiced in selling such loathsome compounds for genuine butter. 

By this deception not only are the farmers and dairymen cheated, 
and that most dishonestly too, out of the sale of 200,000,000 pounds 
of the butter they manufacture, but the knowledge of these frauds be- 
ing practiced upon the people has lessened the consumption of butter 
an almost equal amount annually. The evil of olemargarine and but- 
terine is not confined to the domestic trade in butter. Prior to these 
fraudulent substitutes we had established a market for our American 
butter in Scotland, England, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, and other 
countries of Europe. Our export trade to these countries is being ru- 
ined by the shipment of the products defined in this bill as oleomarga- 
rine and sold there as pure dairy butter. 

The baleful results of these frauds are seen everywhere among thie 
farmers and dairymen. Mortgages are being placed upon the farms. 
The once fine herd of cows, the pride of the farmer, is lessening in 
numbers, and those that remain yield but a small, if any, profit to their 
owners. The oe and managers of the creameries and butter 
and cheese factories are failing and making assignments for the beneiit 
of their creditors. An almost complete prostration and stagnation of 
the dairy interests of the country is inevitable unless Congress comes 
to their relief. This legislation is asked not for the purpose claimed 
by the opponents of the bill, to discriminate against one legitimate in- 
dustry for another. It is asked for, in addition to the aid for revenue, 
that all products may be manufactured and sold to the consumer for 
what they are and that no deception may be practiced. 

The farmers and have nofear of competition if the product 
is sold for what itis. The man of all these articles enumer- 
ated in the bills and defined ‘‘ oleomargarine’’ are denounced because 
they are made to imitate genuine butter. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Is that the purpose of this bill—to se- 
os the printing and marking of oleomargarins and other imi- 

butter? 

Mr. Mr, HOPKINS. That is one of the purposes of the bill. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. That is the important purposc? 

Mr. HOPKINS. That is one of the important 

You may protect yourself from an open enemy, but it is the assassin 
who attacks you in the dark or cowardly strikes you in the back from 
behind who is to be feared. The manufacture and sale of oleomargarine 
have played the partof the midnight assassin to the production of honest 
butter. The claim of its being a legitimate and honest industry as 
compared with dairy butter is about the same as that of the assassin, 
that his hellish work oe meet with the approval of law-abiding 
citizens and God-fearing 

The Government prov ie en the most stringent laws against coun- 

The man manufacture and sale of butter is equally 
upon whom the 
> is constitu- 
a ore wate. No lamyer on this floor ry 
imperil his reputation by taking the position itis unconstitutiona 
The Su Court of the United States has forever settled the consti- 
ty of such legislation. The only reasons that can be urged 
the bill relate to the policy of the Government embarking in 
this kind of legislation. 
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It is always policy to do right. 
est industry from fraud and deception. The public interests demand 
it. The present practice of oleomargarine manufacturers and dealers 
is to deceive the people of the United States to their harm by leading 
them to purchase these counterfeits for the real article. 
by the friends of these bogus substitutes for butter that they are healthy. 
They can not be. All kinds of filthy fats are used in their manufact- 
ure. Animals dying from all kinds of disease are utilized, and after 
going through their bleaching and deodorizing processes are manufact - 
ured into oleomargarine and sold for pure butter. 

Gentlemen of rare scholarship and scientific attainments have given 
this wholesubject years of careful thought and study, and are unqualified 
in their statements of its unwholesome and loathsome character. Its 
consumption in their judgment leads to insanity, Bright’s disease, and 
many of the ailments that undermine the strongest and most robust 
constitutions. I appeal to the members of this House to now and 
here lay a heavy hand on this greatest of all modern frauds. Make 
this bill a law, and compel all who are engaged in the manufacture 
and sale of this article carry on their business under honest colors 

As has been wisely and well said in a recent editorial in the New York 
Daily Tribune: 

Such a production as that of bogus butter can have no legitimate standing- 
place in field of American industry. It has no more right to recognition of 


Congress than the sawdust game or the policy business. Its place is in the cata- 


logue of “‘ crooked "’ occupations, and nowhere else is it entitled to representa- 
tion. 

The latest argument I have heard against this bill is that it is legis- 
lation against the laboring man; that oleomargarine is the poor man’s 
butter, and to tax it is to take the amount of the tax out of his hard 
earnings. Shakspeare has given us an answer to that: 


Mark you this, Bassanio, 
The devil can cite scripture for his purpose. 
An evil soul, producing holy witness, 
Is like a villain with a smiling cheek ; 
A goodly apple rotten at the heart ; 
O, what a goodly outside falsehood hath! 


Who are the men who make thisargument for the poor man? They 
are the fat and well-favored—the Mark Antony kind of men. They 
are the men who have grown rich in the manufacture or trade of oleo- 
margarine at the expense of the farmer and the public. 

Within a day or two I have received a series of resolutions condemn- 
ing this proposed legislation from a body of gentlemen in Chicago. 

They are eminently respectable as the world goes. They style them- 
selves ‘‘ Representatives of the stock exchange.’’ They are most em- 
phatic in their statement that such legislation is injurious to the poor 
man. God oe poor man if all the rights he enjoys are obtained 
and preserved ugh such sources! Why this sudden awakening by 
these men on the question of the poor man’s rights? Does anybody 
believe this argument would be heard from such a source, at Jeast if 
the rich ol ine manufacturers and dealers were not to be af- 
fected by this bill if it becomes a law? I say to the poor man, ‘‘ Be- 
ware of these gift-givingGreeks!’’ Do not permit such men to use you 
to strike down the great butter industry of this country. This argu- 
ment is really an insult to the laboring men. 

Has it come to this in America that the laboring man must live upon 
adulterated food? Must his wife and family use for the pure butter of 
our dairies an artificial butter, the compounds of diseased hogs and dead 
dogs? Let the richand prosperous men, these new converts to the poor 
man’s rights, pay the laboring man better wages, so he can live upon 
Ww food. Let their sympathy be expressed in that way. Let 
them prove to the world by their acts, not their words, that they are 
in truth the poor man’s friend. 

But I deny, Mr. Chairman, the charge that this legislation will in- 
crease the price paid by the laboring men for the butter they consume. 
——— is now sold at butter prices by the deception practiced. 

This bill will make the dealer in thatarticlesell it for whatitis. Ifthe 
poor man wants it, he can buy it for less per pound than it is now sold. 
The manufactarer and dealer may not make as great profits, but the 
consumer will certainly not be required to pay more for it per pound. 
This talk about the poor man or laboring man is false and dishonest. 
It is the last resort of a class of men who have been preying upon the 
public and one of our greatest industries for years. 

Let the mask be torn from them and let them appear before the pub- 
lic in their true colors! If this bill becomes a law oleomargarine can 
no longer be sold for dairy butter. If it is a wholesome article of food, 

claimed by its friends, under this bill it can be manufactured and 

pd as profit. If it is not wholesome it is criminal to manufacture 
hope, Mr. Chairman, before the sun goes down to-morrow night 
~ news will be sent to the farmers in all parts of our great coun- 
this bill has been passed by the House. [Applause. ] 
the hammer fell. ] 
. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman, I yield ten minutes of my time to 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAmMonpD]. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, the farmers of this country are 

much more interested in preserving our American system of govern- 


BES 
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It is wise legislation to protect hon- | ment in its purity than in suppressing the manufacture and sale of 





It is asserted | cause oleomargarine produces dyspepsia. 
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f oleo- 
margarine. 

This report gives two reasons for the passage of this bill: one, that 
Congress has the power to do it, and the other that it ought to do it, be- 
Neither of these is a good 
reason for this Congress doing anything. Congress has the power to do 
many things which it ought not todo. Congress is nobody's docter. 
[Laughter.] When the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scott] was 
asked to put it upon any constitutional basis, he sought to rest it upon 
the ‘‘general-welfare’’ clause of the Constitution. There is no such 
clause in the Constitution as allows Congress to do whatever it may think 
for the general welfare. He called selling oleomargarine piracy. Did 
he rest it upon the piracy clause? 

There is such a clause, but the making of oleomargarine is not piracy 
‘on the high seas.’? The gentleman from Illinois who just took his 
seat [Mr. HopKINs] says that oleomargarine produces Bright’s kidney 
disease, and he wishes Congress to become a doctor. Let us look at 
the matter seriously. Just what the Congress can do it ought to do to 
take care of the farmers and everybody else, provided it does it hon- 
estly and in accordance with the Constitution of the country. 

This report cites the case of the Veazie Bank, in which it was decided 
the Government might tax out of existence, if it saw proper, rival State 
banks, in order to give circulation for its own currency. That was no 
new doctrine. All parties had agreed upon that power. It was recom- 
mended by Mr. Cobb as Secretary of the Treasury in 1857. But what 
is the declaration in the Veazie Bank case as to the reason of the 
thing? I read from that decision at page 451, 8 Wallace: 


There are indeed certain virtual limitations arising from the principles of the 
Constitution which would undoubtedly be an abuse of power if so exercised 
as to impair the separate existence and independent self-government of the 


States— 

Everybody will admit that. But further it says: 
or if exercised for ends inconsistent w ith the limited grants of powers in the 
Constitution. 

Now I tell every man in this House that can conscientiously say that 
his vote for this bill is only to raise a tax that he may honestly vote 
for it under the taxing power of the Constitution. But if his reason 
is to help one Yankee to fight another Yankee in his industry, and 
he votes for this bill, he will have abused the powers of the Constitu- 
tion which he swore to support. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Scorr] said that the States are powerless, and therefore the Gen- 
eral Government should act. In 1883, witha very large establishment 
in my own city making oleomargarine, Georgia passed an act declaring 
that every particle of butterine should beso marked, and that every 
man who carried it into his boarding-house, restaurant, or hotel for 
eating should put upa placard that ‘‘his house uses oleomargarine’’— 
that he should put it on his bills of fare and publish it in every room, 
or be guilty of acrime. And the manufacture died in Georgia. Ac- 
cording to the protectionists’ logic, post hoc propter hoc, the law killed the 
factory. Itcan be done everywhere where the people desire to kill it. 
And then you keep the constitutional system intact. 

I have before me, but will not stop to read from it in my limited 
time, ‘‘Cooley’s Constitutional Limitations.’’ It declares that the 
States, and the States only, may make laws to protect the health and 
morals of the people or make laws to keep people from drinking liquors 
in the States. The Government of the United States can not do it. 
The Government of the United States can tax liquors. But the honor- 
able gentleman from I’ennsylvania [ Mr. Scott] was mistaken when he 
said that those taxes were levied on tobacco and liquor because they 
were supposed to be injurious. They were levied because those things 
are classed as the non-necessaries and by some as luxuries. No gov- 
ernment ever yet taxed either for the purpose of excluding bad things 
from the stomachs of its people. 

Any State now mayso far interfere with the taxing powerof the Fed- 
eral Government as to declare that no gallon of liquor shall be made 
or sold within that State. ‘The Supreme Court has so held from ‘‘ the 
License cases’’ in 5 Howard’s Reports down; because the State under 
State police power has theanthority and theexclusiveauthority. Cooley 
also declares that the Government of the United States has a police 
power, but that that police power is only to enable it to carry out the 
powers delegated in the Constitution, those surrendered by the people 
to that Government and not to theStates. Now, if what I have saidis 
true, this bill as a bill to suppress the manufacture of oleomargarine is 
unconstitutional. 

Again, it is protection run mad when we say, ‘‘ Protect my industry 
against that other fellow’s here at home.’’ ‘This bill is not framed to 
prevent cheating people. The very first section protects colored but- 
ter. It says ‘‘butter’’ shall include ‘‘ butter made with or without 
coloring matter. You may swindle me as much as you please by mak- 
ing white butter look yellow. It is only the thing which comes in com- 
petition with that colored butter that must be excluded, because it is 
not genuine butter. 

I have other objections to this bill, which I will state in the few min- 
utes Ihave. It isa bill to popularize, and therefore perpetuate and 
extend, the internal-revenue system. Who else will come here next 
week and say, ‘‘Add a few officers in the Internal Revenue Depart- 
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ment to protect me, who am selling my Pennsylvania tobacco, against 
that man who sells Sumatra covered up and calls it Pennsylvania; I 
want you to add on to your law that that shall be a crime—cheating 
in cigars.’? Another man will say he is selling pure woolen goods, but 
that others put cotton in their goods and tell lies about them, and ask 
for another set of men to watch him. And the whole time of the Con- 
gress will be taken up in trying to catch up with American rascality— 
a thing that is impossible. [Laughter. ] 

There is a demand for the cheap and the nasty, ami as long as peo- 
ple ask for cheap things there will be adulteration. This bill is wrong 
for another reason. It is admitted now that butterine is made so pure 
in appearance, so pure in taste, and in many other particulars, that no- 
body can distinguish it from genuine butter. 

A Member. You have been eating it at your hotel in Washington. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I have no doubt I have been eating it for years, 
and I have enjoyed it. [Laughter.] If I had known it was butterine 
[ would not have enjoyed it. Just as your 90 cents on whisky has 
taken away all that was good and given youall that was mean, so this 
tax will not keep butterine out of the market, but will make dearer 
butter, and meaner this substitute for those who want cheap food. 

There is a demand for butter under 50 cents a pound. These great 
dairymen in Pennsylvania and in the West, who make their millions 
of pounds of butter and cheese for shipment all over the world, say 
they can not get as much as they ought to get for their products if others 
can sell their manufactures. The reply is: Under the Constitation we 
have given protection by customs duties as against foreigners, but never 
have we undertaken to give protection to one individual of our own 
people as against another individual of ourown people. It is said that 
this isa very important matter. Of courseitis very important. Noth- 
ing that affects so largea body of respectable and good men or the pow- 
ers of our Government can be unimportant. 

The truth is our country is so big that the smallest thing in it, when 
you come to aggregate it and consider it, becomes a problem large 
enough to burst a common man’s head. The true theory, though, the 
theory that we have stood upon heretofore and upon which we should 
continue to stand, is to let all the people in this country buy and sell 
what they please to each other, except when the States where the ar- 
ticle is made or where it is sold believe it injurious to the public 
health or morals. And there I propose to stand. My State has no 
special interest in this business that I know. There is not a pound of 
oleomargarine made in my Stateof which Iam aware. There can not 
be while our present law exists on the statute-book, and we intend to 
enforce it. 

Our people do not make butter for sale, but we are purchasers of but- 
ter and of cheese. Of course our farmers domake butter tosell to usin 
small quantities. And the very fact that there is a ious article 
makes the honest man’s character count, and makes his butter bring a 
better price, because when I buy itI can say, ‘‘I know that I am not 
cheated when I am trading with you.’’ The very fact that this imita- 
tion butter is shipped into Georgia makes every Georgia farmer that 
much better off when he goes to market, because he can say to his cus- 
tomers, ‘‘ Here is something that did not come from abroad; it has on 
it the stamp of my integrity, and the character of my wife and dau, )- 
ter is a guarantee of its purity.’’ 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DUNHAM was recognized, and yielded fifteen minutes to Mr. 
REAGAN. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, our first inquiry is, what is the ob- 
ject sought to be attained by the passage of this bill? Judging from 
the arguments that have been made in support of it and from the pro- 
visions of the bill itself, I take it that the purpose is to drive oleomar- 
garine out of use, in order to protect the le inst fraud and to 
preserve the public health. The provisions of the bill which induce 
me to think that the object is to drive oleomargarine out of use are 
those which require the manufacturer to pay a tax of $600 and the 
wholesale dealer a tax of $480, and also the provision which levies an 
additional tax of 10 cents a pound upon the article in the hands of the 
retail dealer. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. The 
manufacturer has to pay the 10-cent tax, not the retail dealer. 

Mr. REAGAN. Well, the point is that in addition to the license tax 
there is another tax of 10 cents a pound, whether it is to be paid by the 
manufacturer or by the retail dealer. any person who 
or receives for sale any oleomargarine that has not been properly branded 
according to law is liable to a penalty of $50, and higher penalties are 
imposed for other violations of the law. If the object was to tax oleo- 
margarine for revenue, it would be within the power of Congress to levy 
such a tax, butthe object manifestly being to drive itout of existence, to 
destroy it as a product, there is, in my judgment, no power under the 
Constitution authorizing the passage of such a bill. We nowhere in the 
Constitution find any power authorizing Congress to destroy any product 
or to outlaw any article. There is no such power. The States may, if 
they see proper to doso, but we have not been informed that any State 
has attempted to do it, and if the community suffers the injury which it 
is alleged grows out of the manufacture and use of oleomargarine, it is 
singular indeed that the people in the several States have not discovered 
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that fact and applied the remedy which they clearly have the power to 
apply in such cases. 

Mr. Chairman, it is said and will be said again that there are many j1- 
proper and unhealthy ingredients in these articles, and that the use o; 
them ought to be prohibited and prevented. Ihavejuststated that under 
the Constitution we have no power to do that. There are a great many 
things that are wrong and injurious to the individual and to the pub)ic 
that Congress can not prevent or prohibit. Assault and battery i, 
wrong, murder is wrong, larceny is wrong, arson is wrong, bribery is 
wrong, many things are wrong and do great injury which Congress a, 
not punish, because the power was not delegated to it by the peop! 
who made it. No more can you undertake to punish the manufact- 
urers of oleomargarine by destroying their property, because no suc} 
power is delegated to you under the Constitution. Mr. Chairman, i; 
Congress should undertake to do all the things that are necessary 1 
the perfect peace, security, and happiness of the people, it would b« 
compelled to have sessions of twenty-four months in each year, ani 
then it would not get through. 

Now, sir, I agree with gentlemen who think that some legislation is 
necessary in reference to the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine 
I would, wherever Congress has the power, require the makers of this 
article to place upon it the evidence of what it is. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Can that be done without taxing 
it? 

Mr. REAGAN. In the District of Columbia and in the Territorics 
it can be done. If the people of the various States are not interested 
enough in the subject to want it done, Congress had better not inter- 
fere. If the States see proper to regulate this matter they have the 
power to do so. 

Mr. PETERS. 





May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. REAGAN. I have only a few moments. 

Mr. PETERS. I wouldsimply like to call the gentleman’s attention 
to this point: Suppose one State does regulate this matter by law ani 
an adjoining State does not, what good does the regulation do in the 
State that undertakes to regulate? 

Mr. REAGAN. Each State can protect its own citizens by prope: 
regulation and proper inspection, whether another State does so or not, 
just as it can protect its own citizens against any other violation of the 
law without the concurrence of any other State. is no trouble 
about that. 

Mr. Chairman, I would by State law adopt some provision requiring 
oleomargarine when offered for sale to be sold for precisely what it is, 
just as I would within the States if I had the power compel the makers 
of brown paper shoe-soles to stamp upon them the evidence that they 
are brown paper and not leather; just as I would require wines and 
liquors when sold in bottles or other packages to be stamped or labeled 
with the actual quantity instead of permitting them to be sold. for 
one-third or one-fourth more. All these matters are proper subjects 
Yor regulation by State authority; but I would not, because evils of 
this kind require to be regulated, strike down our system of Govern- 
ment and overturn the Constitution; for these matters can be more 
properly regulated by State authority. ” 

Mr. Chajrman, if things continue to go on as they have gone on at 
this session, we shail, after another Congress or two, find people coming 
here with petitions declaring that in their neighborhood a tree has been 
blown by a storm across their fences and asking Congress to give them 
relief. There is no telling what we shall come to in view of the way 
we are proceeding this session. 

A Memper. And all done under Democratic administration ! 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes; I am ashamed to say these things are done in 
a Democratic House. I do not pretend to excuse Democrats who vote 
for these measures. Republicans may be exeused because they do not 
believe there is any Constitution. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. You ought to know better than that, 
Brother REAGAN. 

Mr. REAGAN. Anything introduced in this House which would 
clearly violate the Constitution could, I think, get a solid vote on the 
other side because it violated the Constitution. But we have on this 
side a few who still have some little compunction about disregarding 
the Constitution 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I desire to ask the gentleman whether the case 
he put, of a tree having been blown down and the Government bein: 
asked to pay for the damage, does not illustrate some of the provisions 
in the river and harbor bill, which I believe the gentleman sustained. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not see the pertinency of the gentleman’s ques- 
tion; if I did I would try to answer it. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I am afraid the gentleman does not look very 
sharp to discover it. : 

Mr. REAGAN. I suppose the gentleman means to imply that the 
river and harbor bill was unconstitutional. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. No; I merely mean to imply that it contained 
some provisions for the protection and benefit of private property by 
appropriations out of the public Treasury. 

Mr. REAGAN. There was never any such provision inserted in the 
bill with my consent. 
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Mr. STRUBLE. [If the bill now under consideration is in fact un- | to gentlemen generally upon this floor why they may or will vote for 


coustitutional, may we not expect that the Supreme Court of the 
United States will so declare, and thus preserve the Constitution ? 
Mr. REAGAN. No, sir. By this I donot mean to say that the Su- 
preme Court would not in a case coming within its judicial control en- 
force the Constitution; butas to acertain class of questions, political in 
their nature, the Supreme Court of the United States will not revise 
the action of Congress. Although it may be clear that the act was 


passed in disregard of the Constitution, that the men who voted for it 


violated that instrument either through ignorance or from some other | 


motive, yet it is not all matters of legislation in respect to which the 
Supreme Court can correct the unconstitutional action of Congres. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Do not the court act upon the principle that the 
question being of a political nature they will leave it to the people to 
say what shall be done in the premises ? 

‘Mr. REAGAN. I suppose the gentleman means that the people can 
do anything, Constitution or no Constitution. 

Mr. HISCOCK. DoI understand the gentleman from Texas to say 
that this bill in its terms as written is unconstitutional ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I say that taking the provisions of the bill in con- 
nection with theargumentsemployed insupport of it, it is clearly shown 
that the purpose of the measure is not revenue but the exclusion of a 
particular article from use. The object is clearly to legislate in favor 
of one class of people and against another class; to legislate in favor of 
people who make butter, and against people who make oleomargarine. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Then I understand the gentleman to concede that 
the bill as written is in its terms constitutional. 

Mr. REAGAN. I can not makeany other answer than I have made. 
The bill shows upon its face that it is not meant for revenue, but to ex- 
clude from use oleomargarine. The arguments in support of it are all 
in the same line. 


Mr. HISCOCK. Then do you not pronounce it constitutional? I 
understand you do. 
Mr. REAGAN. Ido not wish to be misunderstood. I do not desire 


to have it supposed that I have any sympathy with the improper prac- 
tices of those engaged in the making of oleomargarine. I would re- 
quire by the proper authorities, by the States within States, and if 
B by Congress where it has jurisdiction, that those engaged in 
this business should clearly show what it is. 

I would make it highly penal to put any unhealthy ingredients in it. 
I would make it an offense to sell it without proper evidence of its 
character. This being shown, it would then take its proper place as 
oleomargarine, and not be palmed off as real butter. 

I have no sympathy with a fraud which represents oleomargarine as 
genuine butter. And when you put these restrictions upon its sale it 
will then be known as oleomargarine. Then if this cheap substitute 
for butter is desired by poor people who are not able to buy genuine 
butter which is costly, if the cheap substitute be healthy and pure, 
who here will say poor people shall not supply themselves with it? 
And this is one of the reasons why I oppose the bill. I would allow 
its manufacture, I would prevent patting improper ingredients in it, 
I would provide for showing what it is, so that those wishing to pur- 
chase genuine butter may do so, and those wishing to purchase a cheaper 
and healthful food, may also have the opportunity to do so. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DUNHAM obtained the floor. 

Mr. SCOTT. Before the gentleman from Texas takes his seat I 
would like to ask him one question. 

Mr. REAGAN. My time has expired, or I would be glad to yield 
to the from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I will yield long enough for the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to ask his question. 

Mr. SCOTT. The gentleman from Texas says he wants to protect 
the poor people. The object of this bill is to protect the poor people 
by enabling them to get the genuine articleof butter. It canbe proved 
a spurious article, not what it is represented to be, can be purchased at 
7 cents a pound, and is purchased at the factory at 7 cents a pound, 
and then palmed off upon poor people as genuine butter at from 18 to 
25 cents a 

Mr. REAGAN. So-far as the fraud is concerned of representing 
oleomargarine as butter, I would prevent that; but I think the gentle- 
man is mistaken as to the object of the bill. It is to protect dairymen 
who own cows and make butter which is sold at a htgh price and 
against farnishing poor people with a cheap substitute therefor at a low 
price, 

Mr. SCOTT. No; it is to protect poor people and secure to them 
— butter at a low price, and not oleomargarine, a spurious arti- 

e, at a hi 

Mr. DUNHAM. I will reserve the remainder of my time, as I un- 
derstand the other side desire to be heard. 

Mr. HISCOCK Mr. Chairman, as I understand the gentlman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] who has just preceded me, and as I understood 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Hammonp], there is not a provision 
in this bill to tax oleomargarine and imitations of butter which is un 
constitutional. As I understand the arguments of both of these gen- 
tlemen, they assume to put reasons in my mouth and to assign reasons 


| the bill, asserting, if you please, the reasons thus assigned are uncon- 
stitutional, or have no warrant in the Constitution, and therefore the 
| bill itself is unconstitutional, they argue. 

| They. propose to look back of the bill itself and to say that I am an- 
| imated to vote for it because I wish to protect the butter industry, and 


; rea 
| that as Congress hasno power underthe Constitution to do that, there- 


fore the bill is unconstitutional. I apprehend every member of this 


committee who examines the provisions of the bill in detail, or consid- 
ers it as a whole, will agree it nowhere is in conflict with the Consti- 
tution. 
The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] suggests it is not in 
| the interest of the farmer—if he knew, poor man, what his interest 


was—that this bill should become a law. 

Well, sir, as I am informed, two-thirds of the States of the Union, 
and more than two-thirds of the people of the United States, ‘ave 
by affirmative legislation upon the statate-books of their States respect- 
ively declared they do want just such a law as the pending bill enacted. 
And, so far as the first question is concerned, whether it is in the in- 
terest of the agricultural people of the United States that we should 
have this legislation, I propose to leave it to them, to that class, and I 
am not compelled to confine myself to memorials which are often cheap, 
very cheap, which have come to us, but I can point to their declara- 
tions in emphatic terms, through their chosen representatives, in the 
form of State law, and I need not go any further than the statute of 
the State of Georgia, to which the distinguished Representative from 
that State has referred. It voices the sentiment of the people of the 
other States and characterizes their legislation. 

Now here is a product so vile in its ingredients and so unhealthy in 
its use the people of the State of Georgia have said of it that an inn 
keeper using it shall place a sign over the entrance to his inn announc- 
ing that oleomargarine is used there as food; and, further, that upon 
the register where a man writes his name as a guest notice shall be 
given that they feed their guests on the nasty and unwholesome food, 
outterine. 

That is the character of the product; and gentlemen may bring here 
the report of chemists as much as they please, for what can speak more 
plainly or more emphatically of the bad character of this compound 
or more intelligently than this solemn act of the Legislature of the 
intelligent people of a great State compelling inn-keepers to advertise 
this compound as the poison which is given to guests if it uses but- 
terine or oleomargarine or any of the base imitations of butter, by 
whatever name called ? 

What next? And now, Mr. Chairman, I am coming, and shall speak 
very briefly, to the constitutional question involved here. I ask gen- 
tlemen upon the other side of the House, who always have or profess 
to have special charge of the Constitution, when has there ever been a 
time in the history of our country when, for the purpose of taxation, 
we have not discriminated in favor of one industry and against that of 
another? It is conceded on all hands that under the taxing power we 
can tax the manufacture of any product out of existence, and where 
then is the ground for opposition to this bill? It hasalways been con- 
ceded by every statesman, or less, who has ever discussed a tax law, 
that it was proper to discriminate in favor of, protect, if you please, one 
industry if it needed it as against another. This can not be disputed, 
and who challenges the assertion ? 

How long has it been since the Democratic party in its national 
convention declared in positive terms in favor of the doctrine which I 
have just cited? Taxation with incidental protection was once a plank 
in its platform, unless my recollection fails me, and we need invoke 
nothing further here. This side of the House has ever been ready to go 
that length, and does not that doctrine cover the suggestions of the 
gentleman from Georgia and the objections of the gentleman from 
Texas, and justify all parties in supporting the pending bill? Consti- 
tutional warrant for taxation with incidental protection is all that is 
required or asked for. The principle underlying that plank of the 
platform in the national convention carries with it the power to enact 
this bill. 

Gentlemen have been appealed to and put upon their consciences 
and oaths in delivering their votes upon this bill. Well, by our votes 
one industry is to be stricken down; that- great industry in favor of 
which three-fourths of all the States have legislated—agriculture, an 
industry from which this country derives practically all of the wealth it 
has—or we are to fester and supportit. Whatisasked? Thatinlevying 
taxes we will give it incidental protection as against acompound which 
has been declared by those who have examired it to bevile in its com- 
ponent parts and carrying with it the germs of insidious disease, a 
fraudulent, spurious article, which is palmed off upon the poor as an 
honest product of the dairy. And, Mr. Chairman, I have heard the 
poor man alluded to in this discussion more than once. There are 
those here who seem to have him always with them in their professions. 
This compound is palmed off upon him, freighted with disease, as a 
wholesome product, and for it he pays the full price of the genuine prod- 
uct of the dairy. 

What, then, do we propose by this bill? We propose, under the 
Constitution, if you please, to give incidental protection to the agri- 
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cultural industries of the country by forcing this vile, dirty, diseased 

roduct to pay an internal tax. By all parties who have ever formu- 
fated a tariff bill this -principle has underlain the whole subject. It 
has been the foundation-stone upon which such bills have been con- 
structed always, and it is fair to say that the internal-revenue taxes 
upon our statute-books can only be sustained upon that theory, and 
that theory alone. Alcohol and its products, believed by the people to 
carry with their manufacture and sale vice and crime, is still taxed 
upon the theory that it is a tax upon vice and crime, and in some de- 
gree may restrain them; and there is not a feature of the internal-rev- 
enue taxes now collected but that the argument has been made over 
and over again in favor of it that it should be supported and sustained 
because the industry taxed can well afford to pay it. 


kind—industries which ought not to prosper, industries that if we ha 
the power, the constitutional power, we ought to strike down and oy: 
of existence—should pay their proportion of the taxes for the support 
of this Government. — 

I grant, sir, that this bill carries with it all the machinery which j 
necessary for the purpose of forcing thisarticle, if marketed atal), of {yye- 
ing it to be advertised so that its true character and its true nature may 
be known totheconsumer. I grant, sir, this measure may possibly haye 
the effect of stamping this industry out of existence. I do not know 
whether it will or whether it will not. If it is so unwholesome tha; 
when advertised ho man will buy it, Ishall have no sorrowing over my 
share in the alleged violation of the Constitution of my country by the 
vote I shall give in favor of this bill, and that should not afford a reason 


Suppose a provision should come in here to repeal the bank tax? | why itshould not be taxed. Must we, are we forbidden to tax by the 


Would not the argument be urged against it that the tax is upon cap- 
ital, upon wealth; that the banks can afford to pay taxes? Would this 
argument be presented in favoref the repeal, that it was unconstitu- 
tional? And that that tax is imposed for no other reason in the world 
than that the banking capital can afford to pay, and is discriminated 
against, and for the benefit of other property ? 

And I repeat, and challenge contradiction, the whole system of in- 
ternal-revenue taxation rests upon the principle of protection: that it is 
within the province of the legislators to discriminate in the levying of 
taxes, to levy them upon the industries which can well afford to pay 
them and upon those which are believed to foster crime and disease. 
Can we not carry that same principle a little further, and levy a tax 
upon this industry which carries with it and disseminates disease; levy 


a tax upon an industry that is prosperous because frauds are practiced 
. by it? 


Who is there who believes for a moment that oleomargarine would | 


be sold in the markets of the United States if the purchaser knew the 
vile compound he was buying? It has its place in the markets here 
because people are ignorant of what it is. They buy it without know- 
ing that they are being deceived; and can we not as against this dis- 
eased product, this fraud, in levying taxes exercise the powers which 
have been exercised by the Government heretofore against whisky, to- 
bacco, and banks, and impose a tax upon it and brand it? Because it 
is unhealthful, vended by deceptive and fraudulent practices, does that 
give it immunity? Because it is only bought, because the consumer 
does not know of the fraud that is being practiced upon him and is 
ignorant of what he purchases, do gentlemen tell us, then, that in en- 
acting this taxing law we are violating the Constitution? 

Well, Mr. Chairman, if we are, and I deny it, I will take my part, and 
I hope you will take your part, in all the violation of the Constitution 
there is involved in voting for the passage of this bill! 

It has been suggested in this discussion that State legislation is the 
proper method of dealing with this matter. Sir, there is no way to 
regulate the trade in this article unless you regulate, control, supervise 
the manufaeture of it. The manufacture can only be regulated in that 
way. The Government must take possession of the factory where it is 
made, and it must be made under Government inspection and under 
Government license. Its manufacture must be surrounded by all the 
regulations, by all the laws, by all the penal provisions of the statute, 
if you please, that are made to surround the manufacture of alcohol 
and its products. With that precedent upon the statute-book, with all 
the precedents that we have had in the past upon this question, are we 
to be frightened from the support of this bill because possibly it can 
be construed, claimed, imagined, guessed, dreamed that some gentle- 
men may have supported it for unconstitutional reasons? 

It is not my intention in this discussion to enter at any length into 
the methods of the making of this whatshould beacontrabandarticle. I 
concede what will be asserted upon this floor that oleomargarine can be 
made as pure, as healthy for use as food as butter is itself. I grant it; 
and when evidence is brought forward here in support of that proposi- 
tion I concede it all. I have no doubt the evidence points to the fact 
that it can be manufactured so that it is butter; in all its constituent 
parts, and, in the proportion which one part bears to another, as pure 
as butter. 

But, sir, thatis not all. You can, and they do in the main, manu- 
facture it so that it is little less than poison—I amend my remark and 
strikeout ‘‘littlelessthan.’* Itis manufactured so thatit is poison; and 
yet the ordinary consumer can not tell it from the pure article—from 
butter—and pays the price of butter forit. I go further than that, 
and say that no man except the scientist by an anylysis or by the 
microscope can tell it from the pure article or from butter; and this 
vile compound it is that is put upon the market and sold to the poorer 
class who consume it. Having collected in it the germs of all the dis- 
eases which infect animals, and never having been subjected to that 
degree of heat which would destroy the germs, it is absolutely a — 
to the human stomach, freighted with disease, freighted with death. 
It can be made in that way, and, as I said a moment ago, it is not 
within the power of any man unless he has scientific attainments and 
brings analysis or the microscope to bear upon it to distinguish the 
poor article, the poison, from the good. 

I refer to it again and urge it as a power that we have, asa duty that 


is imposed upon us here, to so legislate, so tax, that industries of this | til half past 7 o’clock for de 


Constitution those products, that the mere process of taxation, nd 
because the process of their taxation, will advertise their quality and 
character and stop their production and sale? 

And right here, Mr. Chairman, for I am advised that I ought to con. 
sume about all the time until five o’clock, as no one clse wishes to take 
the balance of the time till then—there is one suggestion in this connec. 
tion I will make, and I hope that I will hear from the friends of oleo- 
margarine upon that point before this discussion isover. Why is it 
that you so struggle against this bill? Why is it that day after day 
for weeks our desks have been covered with literature upon this bill? 
Is it because of the tax which is imposed upon it? Is that the reason? 
I believe and doubtnot it will be demonstrated in this discussion that 
oleomargarine can be manufactured to-day, the pure article, healthy as 
food, pay all the tax that this bill imposes, andcompete in the markets 
with butter. 

Mr. CANNON. And not be raised in price? 

Mr. HISCOCK. And notbe raised in price tothe purchaser at retail. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Whatadvantage then do you gain by 
this bill ? 

A MemsBer. The Government gets the tax. 

Mr. HISCOCK. It can be manufactured, as I have said, can pay 
the tax which this bill imposes, and be sold if pure and healthy side 
by side with butter—I mean at the price that butter commands in the 
market. But now for the reason why this bill isopposed. The impo- 
sition of this tax is not the reason why it is opposed. The opposition 
is due to the fact that an impure article is known to be poison, to be 
unhealthy, destructive to the human race, carrying with it disease to 
| whoever eats it; and that fact may have the effect to stop the sale of all 

imitations of butter, for who can tell whether he is buyinga pure o: 
an impure article ? 

Again, sir, imitation butter is now sold as butter and at a butter price 
to the unsuspecting consumer. He it is that is poisoned and cheated. 
The effect of the bill will be to brand the goods, give them their true 
character, obviate, prevent fraud, and all this opposition is not against 
the tax, but because it will prevent fraud and deception. And shall 
we forbear to tax the vile stuff, a poison, because thereby the true char- 
acter may be known? 

I trust gentlemen will ccase to invoke the Constitution as an argu- 
ment against the bill. 

Mr. HATCH. Will the gentleman from New York yield to me? 

Mr. HISCOCK. [yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the bill (H. 
R. 8328) defining butter; also imposing a tax upon and regulating the 
manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine, had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the House 
take a recess until half past 7 o’clock; the evening session to be de- 
voted to general debate upon this bill, no other business to be trans- 


acted. 

Mr. DUNHAM. To that proposition, Mr. Speaker, I shall have to 
object. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. HATCH. Pending that I move that the House take a recess. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn has priority. 

Mr. HATCH. I trust the gentleman will withdraw it. 

The House divided on the motion to adjourn; and there were—ayes 
49, noes 54. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I demand tellers. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I am satisfied that the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. DuNHAM] is determined that this order shall not be made, 
and it is not worth while to try to have tellers in the minute anda 
half or two minutes that remain between now and 5 o’clock. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Speaker, I am satisfied that the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Hatcn] is perfectly correct in his statement. 
[Laughter]. 

The SPEAKER. The noes have it, and the House refuses to ad- 
ourn. 

; Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. er, I move the House take a recess un- 
only on this bill. 








1886. 





Mr. DUNHAM. On that motion I demand the yeas and nays. 
While the House was dividing on the question of ordering the yeas 
and nays, the hour of 5 o'clock having arrived, the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. G. E. ADAMS: Petition of the Trade and Labor Assembly 
of Chicago, Ill.—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOUTELLE: Petition of the Women’s Indian Association, 
of Bangor, Me., in favor of the passage of Senate bill 54 for the allot- 
ment of lands in severalty—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. T. M. BROWNE: Petition of William H. Sigemore, late of 
Company G, Seventeenth Kentucky Infantry, and of Jeremiah Hutch- 
ison, of Sullivan County, Indiana, for invalid pensions—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BURROWS: Petition of about 1,000 citizens of the District 
of Columbia, asking that square No. 406, west of the General Post- 
Office Department building, be secured as asite for the city post-office— 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. BUTTERWORTH: Petition of Eliza Rodde, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, for relief—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COLLINS: Petition of J. McLaughlin, for the removal of the 
charge of desertion—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of A. L. St. Clare, of Charlestown, Mass., asking that 
all foreign laborers be excluded for a certain time—to the Committee 
on Labor. 

By Mr. CUTCHEON: Resolutions of the board of trade of the city 
of Detroit, Mich.—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. DANIEL: Petition of citizens of Lynchburg, Va., in favor 
of the National Board of Health—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, petition of Francis Sorrel, of Roanoke County, Virginia, for 
removal of disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DOCKERY: Petition of Arlanta T. Taylor, widow, fora pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DORSEY: Petition of the Board of Trade of Elgin, Ill., re- 
garding butterine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of 89 citizens of Clay Centre, of 74 citizens of Geneva, 
of 123 citizens of Orleans, of 25 citizens of Wisner, and of 73 citizens 
of Omaha, Nebr., asking passage of an act authorizing the Union Pacific 
Railway Company to build branch lines—to the Committee on Pacific 
Railroads. 

By Mr. ELDREDGE: Petition of C. N. How and 23 others, of Wash- 
tenaw County, Michigan, praying for an act upon the subject of pen- 
sions in accordance with the recommendations of the Grand Army of 
the Republic—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. EVERHART: Petition of J. Howard Slaymaker, for an in- 
vali i to the same committee. 

By Mr. FINDLAY: Memorial of Duglas H. Thomas and others, and 
of John D. Earley and others, of Baltimore, Md., in favor of the re- 
demption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

By Mr. FLEEGER: Petition of Capt. John F. Morris, late of the 
Eighty-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, for an increase of pen- 
sion; also medical testimony in support of same—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of members of the Grand Army of the Republic of 
Meadv: Pa., asking an increase of pension to Capt. John F. Morris, 
late of the Eighty-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. GOFF: Petition of David C. Gorman, Company C, Seventh 
Regiment West Virginia Infantry Volunteers, for a special-act pension— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of George T. Oflin and 20 others, citizens 
« Putney, Vt., fora tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agri- 

ture. 


wh HAILEY: Rotten of meen &. Bassett and 728 others, citi- 
zens County, Idaho, against the passage of House bill No. 
6159 to the Committes on the ‘Territories. 

By Mr. HANBACK: Petition of members of the late Union Army 
at Tivoli, Kans., for pensions to all soldiers of the late war—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HARMER: Petition of Margaret Stewart, for a pension—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. HAYNES: Memorial of A. H. Cragin and others, asking dam- 
ages by reason of change of grade around East Capitol Park—to the 
ttee on the District of Columbia. 

. T. J. HENDERSON: Petition of ex-soldiers of Ashtabula 
, Ohio, to equalize bounties of soldiers, sailors, and marines of 
war—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
HEPBURN: Memorial of B. F. Allen, of Iowa, asking for re- 
certain costs assessed by the Supreme Court of the United 
States—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HISCOCK: Petition of Mrs. A. J. Northrup and others, for 
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the passage of Senate bill 53, for the relief of the Mission Indians of 
of California—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. HOPKINS: Petition of citizens of Libertyville, of Maple 
Park, of Ringwood, of Hebron, of Pingree Grove, of Sulphur Glen, of 
Wanconda, of Dundee, of Marengo, of Sycamore, of Plato Centre, of 
Poplar Grove, of Spring Grove, and of McHenry, IL, in favor of tax- 
ing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. JACKSON: Petition of soldiers of Beaver, Pa., in favor of 
the passage of additional pension laws—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

sy Mr. J. T. JOHNSTON: Petition of Malinda Lemon, widow of 
Samuel Lemon, asking for the passage of a bill granting her a pension— 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. LYMAN: Petition of Progressive Association of Hamburg, 
Iowa, for varions reforms—to the Select Committee on Reform in the 
Civil Service. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill for the relief of Sarah E. Myers, 
widow of Abraham Myers, Company EF, Twénty-second Iowa Infantry— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCOMAS: Petitionof 8. Prigg Belt, administrator of Charles 
R. Belt, deceased, late of the District of Columbia—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. MILLARD: Petition of citizens of New York, asking for the 
redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of New York, in behalf of Col. J. 
D. Stevenson—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr, MILLIKEN: Petition of William Conner and others, for a 
pension to Augustus Bradbury—to the Committee ou Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MITCHELL: Petition of Women’s Indian Association, of 
New Haven and of Guilford, Conn., for the passage of Senate bills 
53 and 54—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. MORROW: Memorial of the Ladies’ Silk-Culture Society of 
California, requesting an appropriation of $30,000 to continue the work 
of the Pacific Coast Silk Culture Station for the next two years—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. OSBORNE: Petition of 54 miners and laborers, citizens of 
Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, requesting that the Curtin commit- 
tee shall investigate the causes of trouble now at issue in that district— 
to the Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. OUTHWAITE: Petition of the Womans’ Indian Association 
of Columbus, Ohio, in favor of the passage of Senate bills 53 and 54— 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. PARKER: Petition of citizens of Independence, N. Y., in 
favor of the bill of the Committee on Agriculture to tax fraudulent but- 
ter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. PEEL: Papers relating to the claim of J. M. Hobbs—to the 
Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. REAGAN: Petition of Joseph Nimmo, jr., for relief—to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: Petition of W. A. Bowers, legal representa- 
tive, and heirs of Joseph C. Bowers, deceased; of Jane M. Massengill, 
of Jefferson County, and of William Quearles, administrator of Mary 
Quearles, deceased, asking that the case be referred to the Court of 
Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: Petition and papers for the relief of Leo Kar- 
peles—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SENEY: Protest of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwau- 
kee, of the Board of Trade of Kansas City, of Commercial Exchange 
of Chicago, of the Merchants’ Association of Milwaukee, of the Live- 
Stock Exchange of Kansas City, of the Chamber of Commerce of Cin- 
cinnati, of the Produce Exchange of Toledo, and of Armour & Co. of 
Chicago, against taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

By Mr. SNYDER: Petition of Malinda Rodgers, of Greenbriar County, 
West Virginia, for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SOWDEN: Petition of the Women’s Indian Association of 
Bethlehem, Pa., favoring the passage of Senate bills 53 and 54—to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. STAHLNECKER: Petition of the Board of Trade of Saint 
Joseph, Mo., against taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

Also, petition of Charles Schiff, vice-president of the Alabama Great 
Southern Railroad, and many others, for an appropriation to carry out 
the plans recently adopted for the organization of the section of steam 
transportation in the United States National Museum—to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

Also, resolutions of the common council of Norfolk, Va., urging the 
establishment of a ship-yard at that city—to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, petition of the Board of Trade of Elgin, IIl., in favor of the bill 
now pending on the subject of oleomargarine—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. J. W. STEWART: Petition of Eliza Trefren for widow’s pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. W. J. STONE, of Kentucky: Petition of John F. Hopkins, 
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asking that his name be placed on the pension-roll—to the same com- 
mittce. 

By Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR: Petition of J. A. Morris and wife; M. A. 
Moore, J. W. Wilkes and others, heirs of Joseph Mitchell, deceased, 
of Hardeman © ‘ounty, Tennesee, asking that their claim be referred to 
the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WEBER: Petition of Charles Sehiff, vice-president of the 
Alabama Great Southern Railroad, and others, for carrying out the plans 
for the organization of the section of steam transportation in the United 
States National Museum—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. WISE: Petition of the Common Council of Norfolk, Va., re- 
lating to the establishment by the Government of a yard on the At- 
lantic coast for the construction of iron ships—to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

The following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control ot 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, were presented, and severally referred to the Com- 
mittes on Agriculture: 

By Mr. FELTON: Of citizens of Saint Helena, Napa County, Cali- 
fornia. 


SENATE. 
TUESDAY, May 25, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid »efore the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, in reply toa resolution of 
March 5, 1886, information in regard to changes made from the original 
plans of construction of the cruisers Chicago, Boston, Atlanta, and Dol- 
phin; which was read. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. This communication is accompanied 
by a large mass of documents, which, if there be no objection, will be 
referred to the Committee on Printing, to ascertain and report whether 
it is necessary that they should be printed. 

Mr. CAMERON. Let the communication itself from the Secretary 
of the Navy be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy will be printed and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and the accompanying documents will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a communication from the 
governor of Ohio, transmitting resolutions of the senate of Ohio in re- 
gard to the election of Hon. Henry B, PayNEas a United States Sen- 
ator from that State; which, with the accompanying papers, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented a petition of the board of county commissioners of 
Bernalillo County, New Mexico, praying for prompt and favorable ac- 
tion on the bill to settle private land claims in Colorado, New Mexico, 
and Arizona; which was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a memorial of Welcome Circle, No. 3, Broth- 
erhood of the Union, of Camden, N. J., remo against the ac- 
quisition of Jand in this country by aliens; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ALLISON presented a petition of Knights of Labor of Dubuque, 
Iowa, praying that liberal appropriations be made for works of internal 
improvement and especially for the constraction of the Hennepin Canal; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CONGER presented a petition of Peter Nelson and 54 other 
citizens of Barkville, Delta County, Michigan, and a petition of J. C. 
Bishop and 21 other citizens of Ottawa County, Michigan, praying 
for the enactment of a law authorizing the Postmaster-General to pay 
the expenses of rent, light, and fuel, and granting other relief to all 
postmasters of the third and fourth classes; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 

Mr. HOAR. I present a petition of E. C. Flagg and othercitizens of 
Upton, Mass., highly respectable farmers there, praying for the enact- 
ment of the provisions contained in the bill concerning 
reported by the House Committeeon Agriculture. I move that the peti- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EUSTIS presented resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Lou- 
isiana, favoring the passage of a law to establish a navy-yard at New 
Orleans; which were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PALMER presented resolutions adopted by the Detroit Board of 
Trade remonstrating against the proposed tax on or oleomar- 
garine; which were referred to the Committee on Agriculture and For- 
es 


Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I present the petition of Richard B. }ti, 
praying for the of an act to increase his pension. 

The petitioner states that his father served in the American Ar, in 
the Revolutionary war; that he himself served in the Army in the \y., 
of 1812, and also serv ed as a member of the Thirty- -seventh Regiment 
Iowa Volunteers, known as the Gray Beard Regiment, in the war of ; 
rebellion; that he had four sons, two sons-in-law, and thirteen st: 
who serv ed inthe Union during ‘the war of the rebellion, making tw 
members of the Army from that family; and that he is now drav 
pension from the United States of $12 permonth. He is ne: arly ei 
eight years of age, is almost blind and nearly helpless, and in cons ’ 
quence of his age and infirmities is entirely unable to do anythin 
ward his support. 

I think the petition presents, in connection with the papers accor) 
nying it, a case that the Committee on Pensions may early and { 
ably consider. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LOGAN presented a memorial of the board of directors of fin 
Chicago Board of Trade, remonstrating against the passage of the 
proposing to tax oleomargarine and butterine; which was referre: hp to 
the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a memorial adopted bya joint session of Local Assen- 
blies No. 4080, No. 1597, No. 405, No. 4327, No. 4449, No. 5959, and 
No. 1912, Knights of Labor, of Englewood, Ii, remonstrating against 
the proposed tax on imitationsof butter; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a resolution adopted by the Board of Trade of 
Chicago, Tll., favoring the construction of a railroad bridge across thc 
Ohio River at or near Cairo, I)].; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of Ellicottville, N. \ , 
praying for the passage of the bill taxing all imitations of butter at 
10 cents a pound; which was referred to the Committee on Agricult 
ure and Forestry. 


The petition will be referred to the 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. F 

Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amend- 
ment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 1505) granting a pension to William Dermody; 

A bill (H. R. 5333) granting a pension to Edward L. Hill; 

A bill (H. R. 5306) granting a pension to Roxana V. Rowley; 

A bill (H. R. 6257) for the relief of Julia Connelly; 

A bill (H. R. 1943) granting a pension to James L. McClarran; 

A bill (H. R. 5307) granting a pension to Lieut. Joseph Prost; and 

A bill (H. R. 5334) granting a pension to Henry Annin. 

Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2249) to authorize the of War to credit 
the Territory of Dakota with certain sums for ordnance and ordnance 
stores issued to said Territory, and for other purposes, reported it with- 
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. HOAR. I am directed by the Committee on Claims, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 998) referring to the Court of Claims the claim 
of the owner of the bark General Berry, destroyed while in the service 
of the United States, to ask to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation and that the same be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
I desire to say one word upon that motion. 

This claim came in by way of petition, the petition of one James 
Hooper, and was very fully and thoroughly considered by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. An adverse report was unanimously agree: 
to. Then the petitioner, fecling aggrieved, urged a rehearing, which 
was granted him, and he iterated and reiterated his desire, and the 
matter was very thoroughly and patiently heard and disposed of. 

Now the same claim comes in again in the guise of a bill which docs 
not allude to the petitioner’s name, but says, ‘‘A bill referring to the 
Court of Claims the claim of the owner of the bark General Berry.’ 
Instead of giving the name of the person, it describes him in that way, 
and the bill is sent to another committee. 

I think under the circumstances, whichever committee should orici- 
nally have had jurisdiction of such a claim, the same committee that 
dealt with it before should deal with it again. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the Com- 
mittee on Claims will be di from the farther consideration of 
the bill and it will be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 1 
ferred the bill (S. 2419) granting a pension to Jackson Steward, moved 

indefini 


A bill (H. R. 7979) granting a pension to Jackson Steward; 

A bill (H. R. 6430) granting a pension to Lacy G. Dutcher; 

A bill (H. R. 5021) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret A. ‘Jacoby ; 
A bill (S. 2479) granting a pension to Mrs. Adaline P. Loy; 

a ean te 2459) granting a pension to Eliza Wilkins; 

A bill (8. 2420) granting a pension to Sidney Denton; 

A bill (S. 2391 Spundiag & poration to Solel @. Warren; 
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A bill (S. — granting a pension to Alonzo Raymond; 

A bill (S. 2366) granting a pension to Elizabeth Garaghty; 
A bill (S. 2363) granting a pension to Marcel Gagnon; and 
A bill (8. 1614) granting a pension to Sarah C. Wright. 





Mr. HARRISON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom | 
the subject was referred, reported a bill (S. 2517) declaratory of the | 


meaning of the act entitled *‘An act for the relief of Maria Syphax;’’ 
which was read twice by its title. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 

S. 1160) authorizing the retirement of Lieut. Adolphus W. Greely with 
the rank and pay of colonel, moved its indefinite postponement; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRISON. Iam also directed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2339) to provide for one ad- 
ditional assistant adjutant-general, with the rank of major of cavalry, to 
report it favorably without amendment, and tosubmit a report thereon. 

As I have obtained the indefinite postponement of the other bill in 


which the name of Lieutenant Greely is mentioned, it is proper that I | 
should say the bill I nowreport favorably authorizing the appointment | 


ofone additional assistant adjutant-general with the rank of major of cav- 
alryis intended to put it in the power of the President to recognize 
Lieutenant Greely’s services. His name is not mentioned in the bill, 
but the object and purpose of it is expressed in the report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 

Mr. MANDERSON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 2035) to authorize the Secretary of War to 
credit the State of Oregon with the sum of $12,398.55 for ordnance and 
ordnance stores to be issued to the Territory of Washington on account 
of said State, in payment for ordnance and ordnance stores borrowed 


by said State of said Territory during the Nez Percé Indian war of 


1877 and 1878, and for other purposes, reported it without amendment, 
and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. MANDERSON, I am instructed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom were referred resolutions of the Legislature of Kansas 
in relation to the enlargement of the Soldiers’ Home located at Leaven- 
worth, Kans., to report them back. As the matter has been reported 
on by bill I ask that the resolutions lie on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolutions will lie on the table. 

Mr. LOGAN, from the Committce on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the béll (S. 1964) to repeal a certain portion of section 1094 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States, reported it with amend- 
ments, 

Mr. HAMPTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 1043) to amend sections 1097 and 1098 of the 
Revised Statutes, relating to aids to general officers of the Army, sub- 
mitted an adverse re thereon, which was agreed to; and the bill 
was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 1148) providing for the construction of an iron 
pier at Fortress Monroe, Va., reported it with amendments, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, reported an amendment intended 
to be proposed to the Army appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the following bills, submitted adverse reports thereon; 
and the bills were postponed indefinitely: 

A bill (S. a0) granting a pension to Louis Heidel; and 

A bill (S. 2384 ting a pension to William Peavler. 

Mr. WALTHALL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 3440) making an appropriation to construct 
a macadamized road from the United States barracks in Saint Bernard 
Parish, Louisiana, to the national military cemetery at Chalmette, in 
said parish, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
1863) for the relief of W. T. H. Foreman, submitted an adverse report 
thereon, which was agreed to; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Im- 
provement of the Mississippi River, to whom was referred the bill (S. 


46) to make the Lake Borgne outlet, to improve the low-water navi- | 


gation of the Mississippi River from New Orleans, La., to Cairo, Ils., 
and incidentally ¢o reclaim and protect the valley lands of the Missis- 
sippi River oul 

with amendments; and J ask permission that I may submit a report upon 
the subject 


The PRESIDENT otempore. Leave wiil be ted, there being 
no obj . pr po gran ’ ere Dein 


Mr. COCKRELL. I wish to say that, as a member of the commit- | 


tee, I was not t at the time when the bill was ordered to be re- 


ported, and I do not assent to its provisions. I simply desire to place | 


| upon record as not approving it. 
r. 

the bill (S. 
ae thereon, and moved its indefinite postponement; which was 
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R. 4124) granting a pension to Charles F. Hildreth, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

| He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 

| (H. R. 7156) to increase the pension of Antoinette Birney, widow of 

Maj. Gen. David B. Birney, reported it with amendments, and submit- 

ted a report thereon. 

Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 1773) for the relief of Lieut. J. McA. Webster, of 
the Twenty-second Infantry, United States Army, reported it with an 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 


Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was re- 
| ferred the following concurrent resolution, reported it without amend- 
ment; and it was considered by unanimous consent and agreed to 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That 30,000 addi- 
tional copies of the first annual report of the Commissioner of the Bureau of 
Labor be printed; 8,000 for the use of the Senate, 16,000 for the use of the House 
tof Representatives, and 6,000 for the use of the Commissioner of said bureau 





REPORT OF LABOK COMMISSIONER. 


REPORT ON COAST DEFENSES. 


Mr. HAWLEY. From the Committee on Printing I report a substi- 
tute for a resolution referred to that committee. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The substitute will be read. 
The substitute was read and agreed to, as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That 7,500 addi- 
tional copies of the report of the board of fortifications or other coast defenses 
be printed ; 2,000 for the use of the Senate, 4,000 for the use of the House of Rep 
resentatives, 500 for the War Department, and 1,000 for the Navy Department. 
NELSON’S REPORT ON ALASKA. 
Mr. HAWLEY. From the Committee on Printing I report also fa- 
vorably the following concurrent resolution referred to that committee: 
Resolved by the Senate of the United States (the House of Representatives concurring), 
That the report on Alaska, by E. W. Nelson, be printed, with the necessary 
iliustrations, and that 4,000 additional copies be printed; of which 1,000 copies 
shall be for the use of the Senate, 2,000 copies for the use of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and 1,000 copies for distribution under the direction of the Chief 
Signal Officer of the United States Army. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the resolution. 
Mr. ALLISON. I see that the resolution includes an appropriation 
for the necessary illustrations. I should be glad to be informed on that 
point. 
Mr. HAWLEY. I wasabout to state (the inquiry is perfectly proper) 
that this is one of the two reports sanctioned by the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, reports made by officers of the Signal Service under scientific 
instruction from the Smithsonian. Professor Baird places a very high 
estimate upon them. One of them has been ordered to be printed by 
the Senate. This one costs but $1,500 for the whole number, the regu- 
lar number and the additional copies. There are some illustrations, 
but not expensive ones. 
Mr. PLUMB. I should like to ask the Senator from Connecticut if 
anybody in connection with the Smithsonian Institution writes any- 
thing which is not printed at public expense ? 
Mr. HAWLEY. That is an indefinitequestion. Iam unable to an- 
swer. I suppose whatever they write that is valuable gets printed, 
either by their own funds or by the vote of Congress. 
Mr. PLUMB. The question as to whether it is valuable, I think, 
if submitted to the ordinary test applied to the emanations of other 
people, would probably be decided against the value of the work that 
is published. I do not know myself of any person in Government em- 
ploy except Senators and Members of Congress who have a right to 
write anything they please and have it printed at the Government 
| Printing Office. I should like to hear of anybody else. If any person 
knows of any one who is authorized thus to inflict upon the taxing 
power of the people what he has to say, I should like to hear of it 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agrecing to the 
resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


The question is on the adoption of 








Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (S. 2518) granting a pension to Louisa 
R. Johnson; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, introduced a bill (S. 2519) granting an in- 
crease of pension to Richard B. Rians; which was read twice by its 
| title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ALLISON introduced a bill (S. 2520) granting a pension to 
Stephen Singleton; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 

| companying paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MAXEY introduced a hill (S. 2521) for the relief of John Mel- 
lifont and Ellen Riordon; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MILLER introduced a bill (S. 2522) tor the relief of Damie Ful- 


from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred | ler; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
1059) granting a pension to Charles F. Hildreth, reported | on Pensions. 


Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 2523) granting a pension to 


Mrs. Catharine W. Collins; which was read twice by its title, and, with 


He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (H. | the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
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Mr. LOGAN introduced a bill (S. 2524) granting a pension to Peter 
Goad; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TELLER. I introduce a bill for the purpose of creating the office | 
of assistant commissioner of Indian affairs for reference to the Commit- 
tec on Indian Affairs. 

I wish to call the attention of the committee to the fact that in that 
bureau of the Department of the Interior there is no assistant. When- 
ever the Commissioner of Indian Affairs is away the duties of the Com- 
missioner are discharged by the chief clerk, without, apparently, any 
authority of law so to do, but from the necessity of the case. The bill 
disposes of the chief clerk and transfers all the duties now discharged by 
him to an assistant commissioner, giving him the authority that the 
chief clerk now exercises. As a matter of justice to the Department this 
bill ought to become a law, and I ask the committee to take it up and 
dispose of it promptly. 

The bill (S. 2525) to create the office of assistant commissioner of 
Indian affairs was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE introduced a bill (S. 2526) for the relief of 
Walter Akin, administrator of James Akin, deceased; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. LOGAN introduced a bill (S. 2527) granting a pension to Esther 
G. Nally; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (8. 2528) for the relief of Edwin Stevens; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 
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PRINTING OF GENERAL PENSION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. BLAIR, it was 


Ordered, That the bill (S. 1886) for the relief of soldiers of the late war, honor- 
ably discharged after six months’ service, whoare disabled and dependent upon 
their own labor for sropest, and of dependent parents of soldiers who died in 
the service or from disabilities contracted therein, be printed as passed by the 
Senate. 


CONSTRUCTION OF SHIPS AT PENSACOLA. 
Mr. CALL submitted the following resolution; which was considered | 


by unanimous consent, and agreed to: | 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be,and they are, instructed to 
inquire and report, by bill or otherwise, whether the interests of the country do 
not require the equipment of the navy-yard at Warrington, near Pensacola, | 
Fla., for the construction there of steel ships of war, and whether an appropri- 


ation of not less than $500,000should not be made for the immediate commencc- | 
ment of the work of constructing such vessels. | 


CHESTER A. ARTHUR AND WILLIAM H. ROBERTSON. | 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
other resolutions? If not, the morning business is closed. 

Mr. MILLER. I ask unanimous consent to take up the bill (S. 
2053) for the relief of Chester A. Arthur and William H. Robertson, 
late collectors of the custems of the district of the city of New York. 
The bill has been reported favorably from the Finance Committee, and 
there are reasons why immediate action should be had, which will be 
obvious to all the members of the Senate. I think there can be no ob- 
jection to it. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. It directs the proper accounting officers to 
allow Chester A. Arthur, collector of thedistrict of New York, in settle- 
ment of hisaccounts, acredit for $8,436.88, the same being for the sum of 
$5,000 in gold coin, now charged to him, which was stolen or disap- 
peared from the office of the then cashier of the custom-house at New 
York, January 21, 1876, without the default or negligence of the col- 
lector or of the late William D. Robinson, cashier; and for $3,436.58, 
the amount of an apparent discrepancy in account of proceeds of sales of 
unclaimed goods, which is unexplained by reason of the death of Samuel 
G. Ogden, late auditor of the custom-house, who had charge of such ac- 
count and personally received and disbursed all moneys thereon during 
his whole term of service of thirty-six years. Itfurther directs the proper 
accounting officers to allow William H. Robertson, collector of the dis- 
trict of New York, in settlement of his account, a credit for $13,094, 
the same being a sum now charged to him, which was stolen or disap- 
peared from the office of the cashier of the custom-house at New York, 
without the default or negiigence of the collector or of the late James 
Hoffman, cashier. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 8762) making appropria- 
tions to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for public printing, 
pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886. 

The message also announced that the House had — to some and 
disagreed to other amendments of the Senate to the (H. R. 4838) 
to abolish certain fees for official services to American vessels, and to 
amend the laws relating to shipping commissioners, seamen, and own- 


Are there further concurrent or 


ers of vessels, and for other purposes; agreed to the conference 
by the Senate on the said bill and the amendments thereto: an 


appointed Mr. DiINGLEY, Mr/DunnN, and Mr. MCMILLIN mana 
the conference on the parpt the House. 


PUBLIC LAND LAWS. 


Mr. DOLPI. I move that the bill (S. 2299) to repeal all Jay: 
viding for the pre-emption of the public lands, the laws allowing e)t;; 
for timber cultare, and for other purposes, be made a special order { 
Tuesday, the Ist of June, at 2 o'clock. 

I will state, if Iam permitted to do so, that I make this motion jy 
direction of the Committee on Public Lands, and that this is a very jy). 
portant measure. It proposes the repeal of the pre-emption lav, ¢) 
repeal of the timber-culture act, the repeal of the commutation proyis. 
ion of the homestead law, makes material modifications of the desert. 
land act, and contains many general provisions of importance anid y: 
ity in the disposition o/ the public lands. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Oregon moves tha; 
the bill indicated by him be made a special order for Tuesday, thie js; 
of June, at 2o’clock. The question is on agreeing to the motion. 
[ Putting the question.] The motion is agreed to, and the bil! is made 
a special order for the time named, two-thirds concurring. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SEWELL. I rise to a question of privilege as to the vote neces- 
sary to make a special order, whether it requires a majority or a two 
thirds vote ? 

ThePRESIDENT pro tempore. Itrequires a two-thirds vote. ‘Ther 
being no negative, the Chair assumed that the special order was made 
by the requisite vote. 

Mr. INGALLS. TheSenator from New Jersey voted in the n 

Mr. SEWELL. I objected. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair will then assume that th 
vote has not been taken and will again submit the question. 

Mr. ALLISON. What is the question? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon moves that 
the public Jand bill to which he has referred be made the specia! order 
for Tuesday, June J, at 2 o’clock. 

Mr. SEWELL. I have stated to the Senate on more than one occa- 
sion that I am desirous of getting up a certain bill and that I should 
object to any special order being made without taking a vote on that 
bill. Ishall ask the friends of that bill to vote down any special order 
being made until the bill to which I refer, the bill for the felief of Fitz- 
John Porter, has a chance to come before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Oregon te make the bill indicated by him 
a special order for the date named. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let the title of the bill be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The bill will be read by its title. 

The Cuter CLERK. A bill (S. 2299) to repeal all laws providing for 
the pre-emption of the public lands, the laws allowing entries for tim- 
ber culture, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask for the yeas and nays on agreeing to the mo 
tion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PLUMB. Is this subject debatable? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not subject to debate. The 
Secretary will call the roll on the question of agreeing to the motion 0: 
the Senator from Oregon. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

. Mr. SAWYER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON] on all questions connected 
with this bill. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. SPOONER. I wish to say that I am paired generally with the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. I do not know how he weuld 
vote on this motion, and I withhold my vote. 

Mr. MANDERSON (after having voted in the affirmative). When 
the roll was called I did not notice the absence of the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. BLacksurN], with whom I am paired. I withdraw 
my vote. 

Mr. PLATT (after having voted in the negative). I am paired gen- 
erally with the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. As! do 
not know how he would vote on this question, I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to sariounce that my colleague [ Mr. Col- 
Quit] is paired with the Senator from Illinois [Mr CuLLom ]. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am paired generally with the Senator from Ala- 
bama [Mr. MorGAN]; but if he were here I know he would vote for 
the motion, and so I have voted. 

‘The result was announced—yeas 38, nays 9; as follows: 


TO 


7, 


rative 


YEAS—38. 

Allison, Dolph, Maxey, Stanford, 
Berry, Edmunds, Miller, Teller, 
Blair, Evarts, Mitehell of Oreg., Van Wyck. 
Bowen, Harris, Morrill, Vest, 
Brown, Harrison, Palmer, Walthall, 
Call, Hawley, Plemb, Whitthorne, 
Chace, Hoar, i. Wilson of Iowa, 
Cockrell, Ingalls, Ransom, Wilson of Md 
Coke, Jones of Arkansas, Sabin, 

. 5 Sherman. 
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NAYS—9. 
Beck, Hampton, Payne, Sewell, 
Cameron, Kenna, Saulsbury, Voorhees, 
Eustis, | 
ABSENT—29. 
Aldrich, Frye, Jones of Nevada, Piatt, 
Blackburn, George, MeMillan, Riddleberger, 
Butler, Gibson, McPherson, Sawyer, 
Camden, Gorman, Mahone, Spooner, 
Colquitt, Gray, Manderson, Vance. 
Cullom Hale, Mitchell of Pa., 
Dawes, Hearst, Morgan, 
Fair, Jones of Florida, Pike, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion is carried, two-thirds of 
the Senators present having voted in the affirmative. 


SAMUEL HANSON, 


Mr. BLAIR. I move that a message be sent to the House of Repre- 
sentatives requesting the recall of the bill (8. 356) granting a pension 
to Samuel Hanson, which passed the Senate yesterday. A House bil 
for the same purpose has arrived in the Senate and been passed by the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the Senate 
bill referred to willbe recalled from the House of Representatives. 


FORFEITURE OF ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC RAILROAD LAND GRANT. 


Mr. PLUMB. I move that theSenate proceed now to the considera- 
tion of House bill 453, Calendar No. 877. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 453) to forfeit the lands 
granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company to aid in the 
construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the States of Mis- 
souri and Arkansas to the Pacific coast and to restore the same to set- 
tlement, and for other pu 

The bill was reported from 
amendments. 


The first amendment was, after the words ‘‘ right of way,”’ 
3, to insert: 

And the right, power, and authority given to said corporation to take from 
the public lands adjacent to the line of said road material of earth, stone, tim- 
ber, &c., for the construction thereof, including all necessary grounds for station 


buildings, workshops, depots, machine-shops, switches, side-tracks, turn-tables, 
and water stations, 


So as to read: 


That all the lands, excepting the right of way, 
thority given to said corporation to take from the public lands adjacent to the 
line of said road material of earth, stone, timber, &c., for the construction thereof, 
including all necessary grounds for station buildings, workshops, depots, ma- 
chine-shops, switches, side-tracks, turn-tables, and water stations heretofore 
granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad a by an act entitled “‘An 
act granting lands to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from 
the States of Missouri and Arkansas to the Pacific coast," Sperores July 27, 
1866, and subsequent acts and joint resolutions of Congress, which are adjacent 
to and coterminous with the uncompleted portions of the main line of said road, 
embraced within both the nted and indemnity limits, as contemplated to be 
constructed under and by the provisions of the said act of July 27, 1866, and acts 
and joint resolutions subsequent thereto and relating to the construction of said 
road and a be, and the same are hereby, declared forfeited and restored 
to the public doma 


‘the Committee on Public Lands with 


in line 


and the right, power, and au- 


n. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after the words ‘‘ restore to the public 
domain,’’ in line 23, to strike out the following words: 


And made subject to disposal to entry and settlement under the provisions of 
the homestead laws, by actual settlers only as though said grant had never been 
made : That nothing in this act shall be held to impair any right the 
United States may have in or to the lands embraced in said grant not declared 
forfeited by this act. 


Mr. INGALLS. It seems to me that in accordance with the policy 
already announced by the Committee on Public Lands for the repeal of 
the pre-emption and timber-culture laws, the first part of that para- 
graph ought to be retained: 

And made subject to disposal to entry and settlement under the provisions of 
the laws, by actual settlers only. 

I do not understand why, if the committee intend to adhere to the 
policy announced in the bill that has been aspecial order this morning, 
that amendment should be made to this bill. 

Mr. PLUMB. Thecommittee have not announced a principle quite 
so broad as that, I think. The bill which is before the Senate from the 
provides for the repeal of the pre-emption law and of the 
timber-culture law and for the modification of the desert-land act 
Many of these lands, according to the information the committee had, 
are of a that would be entered under the desert-land act as 

to be eae by the committee, and it is thought best to 
to 


| 


will probably become a law before Congress 
There are many of the lands that can only be made use of 
the desert-land provision. 

amendment was agreed to. 

Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAn], who is 
the Senate and will probably be absent indefi- 
, proposed an amendment to this bill. I ask unanimous consent 
may be considered as offered by him for the purpose of testing 
the sense of the Senate upon it. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. An amendment was proposed by the 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGaAn], as representing the views of the 
minority of the Committee on Public Lands, which will be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed toadd as new sections to the bill 
the following: 


Sec, —. That jurisdiction is hereby conferred on the circuit court of the United 

States for the western district of Missouri to hear and determine all questions 
and controversies concerning the rights and equities in said forfeited lands that 
are claimed or asserted by the United States, or by any person or corporation 
claiming the same under or in consequence of any law of the United States, or 
any act of its lawfully authorized agents, and to enforce any judgment or de- 
cree, either interlocutory or final, that said court shall render in respect of said 
lands or any interest therein. 
* Sec.—. That it shall be the duty of the district attorney of the United States 
for the western district of Missouri, under the direction of the Department of 
Justice, to proceed in the circuit court of the United States for the said district, 
by billin equity, inthe name of the United States of America as — against 
any corporations or persons that claim any interest in the lands hereby declared 
forfeited arising under said act of Congress approved July 27, 1866, or under this 
act, so as to bring before said court for its determination the validity of such 
claim, whether the same be legal or equitable. 

Sec.—. That any person or corporation not made a party defendant in said 
proceeding, but claiming any interest under the laws of the United States inthe 
lands, or any part thereof, which are declared forfeited by this act, may present 
such claim by petition in said cause, duly verified by oath; and if the court, upon 
consideration thereof, shall decide that the adjudication and settlement of such 
claim is necessary to do complete justice in said cause, the court shall direct 
that such further proceeding be had upon such petition as that the same may 
be fully heard and determined, and shall proceed to decree upon the same as 
fully as if such petitioner had been made a party defendant in said suit: Pro- 
vided, That no such petition shall be filed after twelve months from the date of 
the filing of the bill in said cause. 

Sec.—. That the court, if it shall see fit, may tax all the costs of the suit under 
this act against the United States, or may apportion the costs of any proceeding 
under this act between the parties according to justice and equity. Any party 
to the suit instituted under this act shall have the right of appeal from any final 
decree therein to the Supreme Court of the United States, in the same manner 
and under the same conditions as are prescribed by law and the rules of said 
court for appeals in equity cases; and the Supreme Court shall cause said ap- 


| peal to be advanced on the docket so that the same shall be speedily deter- 


mined; but no right of appeal shall exist after six months from the time when 
said final decree is entered on tht records of the circuit court of the United 
States. 

Mr. PLUMB. It is proper I should say that the committee did not 
agree to that amendment, and do not believe it is necessary. Ido not 
believe myself that it is of a character to render any service to the 
public or to the railroad company or to the persons who may be inter- 
ested in the lands or in the company ifself. I therefore hope the 
amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. VEST. If I understand the case, there is nothing in the bill as 
reported by the committee which will prevent any person or corpora- 
tion testing the matter hereafter and having an adjudication of his or 
its rights. 

Mr. PLUMB. Nothing at all. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CALL. I should like to have the Senator in charge of the bill 
explain the meaning of this language which I will read. The bill pro- 
vides that the grants made by an act entitled ‘‘An act granting lands to 
aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the States 
of Missouri and Arkansas to the Pacific coast,’’ approved July 27, 1866, 
and subsequent acts and joint resolutions of Congress, which are adja- 
cent to and conterminous with the uncompleted portions of the main 
line of said road, embraced within both the granted and indemnity 
limits, as contemplated to be constructed under and by the provisions 
of the said act of July 27, 1866, and acts and joint resolutions subse- 
quent thereto and relating to the construction of said road and tele- 
graph, be, and the same are hereby, declared forfeited and restored to 
the public domain. 

Is that intended to forfeit the lands for that portion of the road which 
was not completed within the time specified in the granting act ? 

Mr. PLUMB. It is only intended to forfeit the lands opposite that 
portion of the ro»2 which is now uncompleted. 

Mr. CALL. Then I wish to say for one that this is a bill to confirm 
the title of the railroad company to the grant instead of a bill to forfeit 
it, and it raises a question of great public interest which attaches to a 
great many of the railroad companies and which is perhaps the most 
important question before the people. It.is impossible to tell what 
quantity of land will be confirmed to the railroad company under this 
act if it shall become a law. 

The people of the United States, and I believe the right and justice 
of the case, demand the forfeiture of all the land where the grant was 
not complied with and the road completed within the time specified in 
the granting act. -If there be exceptions to that, they should be made 
known and a new grant be made, for it is in effect a new grant and not 
the forfeiture of an old grant. 

Mr. PLUMB. If the Senator will permit me, I will call his attention 
to the statute amendatory of the original granting act, which I think 
will qualify his opinion on this particular point as to this road. By 
chapter 33 of the acts of 1871 it is provided— 

That the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, organized under act of Con- 
gress of July 27,1866,is hereby authorized to make and issue its bonds in such 
form and manner, for such sums, payable at such times,and bearing such rate 
of interest, and to dispose of them on such terms as its directors may deem ad- 
visable; and to secure said bonds, the said company may mortgage its road, 


equipment, lands, franchises, privileges,and other rights and property, subject 
to such terms, conditions, and limitations as its directors may prescribe. As 








AS78 


sroof and notice of the legal execution and effectual delivery of any mortgage 
eed mace by said company,it shall be filed and recorded in the office of 
the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That if the company shal) hereafter suf- 
fer any breach of the conditions of the act above referred to, under which it is 





organized, the rights of those claiming under any mo made by the com- 
pany to the lands granted to it by said act shall extend only to so much thereof 
as shall be coterminous with or appertain to that part of said road which shall 


have been constructed at the time of the foreclosure of said mortgage. 


I think, whatever the merit may be of the general proposition which 
the Senator from Florida is proceeding to argue, that this railroad is 
taken out of the category of roads to which he has referred. 

Mr. CALL. What is the date of that statute? 

Mr. PLUMB. April 20, 1871. 

Mr.CALL. That seems to qualify the matter. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


AERMLESS OR LEGLESS PENSIONERS. 


Mr. SAWYER. I move that the Senate now proceed to the consid- 
eration of the individual pension bills upon the Calendar reported 
favorably, and I suggest that we begin where we left off yesterday. 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask the Senator from Wisconsin to let me call 
up a general pension bill, limited in its character, which I do not think 
will take more than a few minutes. It is Order of Business 517, Sen- 
ate bill 2056—quite as important as private pension bills. 

' Mr. SAWYER. I do not like to give way, but I think I shall have 
to do so for that. 

Mr. SEWELL. I move to take up Senate bill 2056. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (8. 2056) to amend the pension 
laws by increasing the pensions of soldiers and sailors who have lost 
an arm or a leg in the service. > 

It proposes that all persons on the pension-rolls, and all persons 
hereafter granted a pension, who, while in the military or naval serv- 
ice of the United States and in line of duty, shall have lost one hand 
or one foot, or been totally or permanently disabled in the same, shall 
receive a pension of $30 a month; thatall persons now on the pension- 
rolls, and all persons hereafter granted a pension, who in like manner 
shall have Jost either an arm at orabove the elbow or a leg at orabove 
the knee, or been totally or permanently disabled in the same, shall 
receive a pension of $36 per month; and that all persons now on the 
pension-rolls, and all persons héreafter granted a ion who in like 
manner shall have lost either an arm at the shoulder-joint or a leg at 
the hip-joint, shall receive a pension at the rate of $45 per month. 
But nothing herein contained shall be construed to repeal section 4699 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States, or to change the rate of 
$18 per month therein mentioned to be proportionately divided for any 
degree of disability established for which section 4695 makes no pro- 
vision. 

Mr. SEWELL. This bill, while general in its character, is limited 
to the men who have lost limbs in theservice. Theclassification under 
the existing law is: 

(1) For all amputations below the knee or elbow.............. 


(2) For all amputations above the knee or elbow .............. z 
ts} For all amputations at the hip or shoulder joint. ...............:00ssss0e-ee00 


The committee had a great many bills under consideration, from which 


they reported this original bill, preserving the present classification as 
I have stated it for these injuries, but increasing the twenty-four-dollar 
class to $30, the thirty-dollar class to $36, and the class receiving $37.50 
to $45. 

That increase has been based on a great mass of testimony coming from 
the pensioners themselves and medical certificates in connection with 
their claims as to the increase of suffering by reason of these amputations. 
As they grow older they become less able to work and more feeble, and 
as a consequence ought to be more of a burden on the generosity of the 
Government. 

The number of pensioners and the amount of money involved in this 
bill is as follows: > 

The class now receiving $24 per month numbers 15,024; the amount 
of money expended, $4,326,912, and the increase proposed is $1,081,728. 
The class receiving $30 = month consists of 7,927 pensioners, and the 
present annual value of their pensions is $2,853,720, and the proposed 
increase is $570,744. Of the class now receiving $37.50, there are 470 
pensioners, and the annual value of their pensions now is $211,500, and 
the increase proposed by the bill is $42,300; making the total increase 
by this bill $1,694,772. 

Mr. HARRIS. Is that an annual increase? 

Mr. SEWELL. An annual increase of $1,694,772. 

I submit, Mr. President, that this is a well-defined class that is not 
capable of increase, that the number is di ing every day, and that 
we know what we are doing when we to vote for a of this 
kind. The increase is one that ought to be made. These are the suf- 
fering heroes, I may ny, <t Cae ee 
ent to the eye of everybody their disabilities; if there is any 
of pensioners to whom we ought to be liberal, these are the ones. 
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granted a pension who in like manner shall have lost either an arm ; 
shoulder-joint or a leg at the hip-joint, or so near the joint as to prevent t} 
of an artificial limb, shall receive a pension at the rate of $45 per month 


of the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLer]. 











sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
sion-roll the name of John P. McElroy, formerly of Company D, Forty- 











May 25, 


Mr. MILLER. There is an amendment to this bill which I offer, d 


some time ago which has been printed and I trustit will be accepted by 
the Senator who has the bill in charge, asI think it very just. > 
16, after the word “ hip-joint,’’ I move to insert: 


In line 


Or so near the joint as to prevent the use of an artificial limb. 

So as to read: 

And that all persons now on the pension-rolls, and all persons hereafter 
al the 


he us 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


time, and passed. 


FRIDOLINE GLASTETTER. 
Mr. SAWYER. I ask consent of the Senate to proceed to the con- 


sideration of the individual pension bills reported favorably in their 
order, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There being no objection, it will be 


so ordered. The call will commence where the Senate left off yes- 


terday. 
The bill (S. 2132) granting a pension to Fridoline Glastetter was 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Fridoline Glastetter, late a private in Com- 


pany F, Second Illinois Light Artillery Volunteers. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


WALLIS PATTEE. 
The bill (S. 2026) granting a pension to Wallis Pattee was considered 


as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Wallis Pattee, late a member of Company K, Seventh 
Regiment of Iowa Cavalry. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN P. M’ELROY. 


The bill (S. 2233) granting a pension to John .P. McElroy was con- 
i place on the pen- 


ninth Regiment Missouri Volunteers. 
‘The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered te 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL F. ROWE. 


The bill (S. 2228) granting a pension to Samuel F. Rowe was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Samuel F. Rowe, late of Company G, Fifth Wis- 
consin Regiment Volunteer Infantry. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYEE 
May 4, 1886: ; 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred a bill (S. 2228) granting a 
pension to Samuel F, Rowe, have examined the same, and $ 

The claimant enlisted as a private in Company G, Fifth W nm Infantry, 
in May, 1861, and was discharged June 14, 1862, He asks for a pension for 
chronic rheumatism, contracted at Cape Griffin, Va., while in the line of his 


by the Commissioner of Pensions solely on the 
who allege that he is perfectly sound, and 
i port of the Adjutant-General 
identifies the service of the sokiier, and mentions his discharge for disability. 
Surgeon-General’s report says he was admitted to Ecki m Hospital, 
acne D. C., May 16, 1862, with chronic bronchitis, and d from 
the serv une 14, 1862. : 

Ee Soak tesnedgateneie Unamitae adeabar tie teins: aitmh ecaresronds 
tober, which corresponds 
7-55 has in the chest and 

arms, due to chronic rheumatism, and he pronounces him partly disabled. _ 
Cc. a neighbor, testifies to his long acquaintance with claim- 
knowledge of him from year to year, and since his re- 
Senn Brava ne Sagas ta ae Pyare eaee Be has heen partially disabled from per- 


with the daimant when they 
; ; that he has personal 
sick and sent to the hospital, and of his continued disability. 
ledge of him before enlistment, when he 


he finds him i of discharg- 
the oes on as, rheuma- 
and adds “ of six ‘ag 
“The very sautenthansty cutee et the doctors so weaken their value as to 
suggest that they can not count for much for or against the claimant. The tes- 
timony of his weirs and long-time acquaintances seems to be reliable, and 
evidence he entered the Army a healthy man,and came out of it, 


and continues to be, broken in health, te a degree disabled by a complica- 
tion of diseases. 
The Senator knowledge of 


whom report is submitted has 
sd cam certify 





— 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LUCY A. WASHBURN. 


The bill (S. 2218) for the relief of Lucy A. Washburn was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes that the name of Lucy 
\. Washburn, widow of First Lieut. Lon Washburn, late of Battery I, 
sixteenth Regiment New York Artillery, shall be placed on the pen- 
<ign-roll at the rate of $12 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JAMES G. MATHES. 


The bill (S. 2220) granting a pension to James G. Mathes was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
<ion-roll the name of James G. Mathes, late a corporal of Company L, 
Eighth Regiment Missouri Volunteer Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HENRY DANER. 


The bill (S. 2197) granting a pension to Henry Daner was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Henry Daner, late a private in Company I, Second Regi- 
ment of United States Artillery, who served twenty years in the 
United States Army and was honorably discharged for disability in- 
carred in the service. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


_JACKSON CHAPMAN. 


The bill (S. 2075) granting a pension te Jackson Chapman was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to placeon the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Jackson Chapman, late a private in Company £, 
Forty-fifth Regiment of Iowa Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. ANN EE, LAMBURG. 


The bill (S. 1902) granting-a pension to Mrs. Ann E. Lamburg was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mrs. Ann E. Lamburg, widow of George W. 
lamburg, late of Company I, Seventy-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES BRUNDRIDGE. 


The bill (S. 2198) granting a pension to Charles Brundridge was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Charles Brundridge, late of Company D, First 
Ohio Volunteer Heavy Artillery. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrosed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM WALLACE YOUNG. 


The bill (S. 2180) granting an increase of pension to William Wallace 
Young was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
increase the pension of William Wallace Young, late a private in Com- 
pany B, One hundred and twenty-first New York Volunteers, to the 
rate of $30 per month. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case, that we may 
know the reasons of the increase. 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 4, 1886; 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2180) granting 
oa of pension to William Wallace Young, have examined the same, 


The petitioner was a private in Company B,One hundred and twenty-first 
New York Volunteers. He was pensioned at $4 and increased to $6 a month for 
disabilities resulting from confinement in rebel prisons. He alleges that while 
in Florence prison, South Carolina, in February, 1865, he contracted diarrhea, 
disease of liver and kidneys, and lung disease and scurvy, while a prisoner of 
war, by exposure and starvation, resulting in general debility. 
re and imprisonment are shown by the war records, and in the same 
his disability is thus described by the surgeon: ‘“‘ Debility induced by im- 
and insufficient food while a in the hands of the rebels.” 

the testimony of his neighbors, who are ascertained to be credible, it is | 
he was sound when he enlisted, entirely free from any of the dis- | 
eases incurred while in service. i 

Nathaniel Post testifies that while in Florence prison, about the 20th of 
1865, he contracted diarrhea, liver, kidney, and lung disease and | 
which by exposure and starvation, and resulted in genera! 
; are known to affiant, who saw claimant in the engage- | 
Se ees Vinginis, when he was in good health and capable of | 
r his release from pr on his way home 
whim when he was emaciated, broken down, and 

he id not live to get home. 

Wilcox testify to having treated him for the disabilities 
and to his low condition. Recent medical examinations show that he 
able to manual labor; that his condition is not only nearly belp- 


See eee nates testimen: in substantiation of his claim for in- 
‘tos in careful examination Giddicunsinasedhpanenediitenties his pension 


The bill is reported favorably, with a recommendation that it do pass, 
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Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to ask the Senator reporting the 
bill to what extent the Pension Office can now increase this man’s pen- 
sion. He was pensioned at $4, I see, and then it was increased to $6. 
Now what is the greatest allowance the Pension Office can allow to a 
private soldier for total disability ? 

Mr. INGALLS. Seventy-two dollars. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is from wounds. 

Mr. INGALLS. When his condition is so helpless from wounds or 
disease that he requires the continual care and attendance of another 
person, not specific disability, but general disability, resulting from any 
cause. 

Mr. SAWYER. That is only $50 now. When that law was passed 
all then on the roll were raised to $72. Now $50 is the highest. 

Mr. INGALLS. Seventy-two dollars is the highest rate allowed for 
general disability by the general law. 

Mr. SAWYER. But that general law only covered those who were 
on the list at $50 then. 

Mr. INGALLS. TheSenator is mistaken; we havea general statute 
providing that in case of total disability and personal helplessness re- 
quiring the continual care and assistance of another person the rate of 
pension shall be $72 a month. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Can it not be graded between $8 and $72? 

Several SENATORS. No. 

Mr. SAWYER. I know the committee thought this was one of the 
cases where the man ought to have $30. His health was broken down. 
He was ruined almost in rebel prisons. We thought $30 was little 
enough. 

Mr. HARRISON. Iam quite sure the Pension Offic: is not allowed 
to rate up to $72. That is for a specific case described by law, a case of 
such absolute disability as to require the assistance of an attendant. 
Eight dollars is what is called the total disability for a private soldier. 
Of course there are some specific cases of wounds that go higher. The 
$72 is a specific class; but $72 is not a total from which the Depart- 
ment can rate at all. 

Mr. COCKRELL. This is put at $30, and the Pension Office has re- 
fused to increase it even from $6 to $8. 

Mr. INGALLS. Does the Senator advance that as an argument why 
the Senate should not increase it? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Notatall. I amsimply saying that it does seem 
that the Pension Office, in charge of a disabled soldier, and which has 
continuously been in charge of soldiers, with nearly the entire ma- 
chinery of the office largely in the hands of soldiers, certainly ought, 
where it is a question of fact as to the degree of disability, to be will- 
ing to do justice to the soldiers, to the applicants for pensions, and not 
compel them to come to Congress with so many cases for relief. 

Mr. INGALLS. When was this application rejected at the Pension 
Office? 

Mr. COCKRELL. 


It was allowed a long time ago. 
Mr. INGALLS. 


When was it rejected? 

Mr. COCKRELL. It has not been rejected. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understood the Senator to say that an applica- 
tion for an increase had been rejected at the Pension Office. 

Mr. COCKRELL. No; I suppose as a matter of course the man 
applied for it. I take it for granted, though the report does not say 
anything of the kind. He was pensioned at $4 and increased to $6 a 
month for disability. It does not say that he applied for an increase 
beyond that, but itis presumable that he did and that the office would 
certainly have given hima rating up to $8 permonth. There is noth- 
ing here to show that he ever applied for it, but I presume he did. 

Now, the point I make is that the Pension Office ought to do equal 
and exact justice to all worthy applicants for pension, and they should 
not resort to Congress unless in exceptional cases where under the law 
the Pension Office does not have the right to adjudicate equitably but 
must follow the letter of the law and construe it against them. 

Mr. INGALLS. ' The Pension Office, so far as my observation goes, 
at this present time is apparently administered upon the theory that 
every disabled soldier who claims that he has a right to an increase of 
pension is felonious. I have a casein my mind now where a soldier 
totally blind, whose claim had been admitted under a previous admin- 
istration of that office and his arrears adjudicated under the most abun- 
dant and explicit proof, had his claim suspended by the present Com- 
missioner among the earliest of his official acts; and upon an appeal 


taken after the case had been argued before the Assistant Secretary of 


the Interior and again taken to the Secretary of the Interior against the 


| continued interposition of objections on the part of the Commissioner 
| of Pensions, so obvious was the justice of the claim that the Secretary 


finally declared that the original decision should stand, and the man 
received his pension, making I believe the largest aggregate amountof 
arrears that has been paid since 1879. 

I agree with the Senator from Missouri that there is some defect in 
the presentadministration of pensions. It is not appropriate that hun- 
dreds of casesshould be required to come to Congress, especially when 
the evidence is as clear and abundant and copious as it is in nine-tenths 
of the cases that come before the Senate for pensions after having been 


carefully examined by the members of the committee. But what are 


you going to do about it? Here is the Commissioner of Pensions, to- 








4880 


day himself a standing monument of the gratitude and liberality of a 
Republican Senate. The claim of John C. Black was before the Sen- 
ate Committee on Pensions when I was its chairman, and we rted 
bill putting him on the pension-list at the highest rate that is paid 
I believe to any soldier of the Republic, upon the ground that he was 
totally disabled, that his ability to earn a livelihood in his profession 
had been absolutely destroyed. His friend and advocate and sponsor 
here was Hon. David Davis, then a Senator from Illinois, and he as- 
sured the committee that John Charles Black was an absolute physical 
wreck, unable to obtain a subsistence for himself or his family in the 
practice of his profession, and we gave him $100a month; and that man 
to-day in the enjoyment of $100 a month as a totally disabled pensioner 
gets $5,000 a year as Commissioner of Pensions and is able enough to 
interpose objections, frivolous, unjustifiable, contrary to the letter and 
spirit of the law, against thousands of men who are vastly more en- 
titled to the sum that he receives than he is entitled toit himself. His 
actions to-day and his position to-day in this Government are a refuta- 
tion of the facts upon which he received that pension; and if he were a 
man of honor, if he were entitled to the confidence of the people and 
the emoluments and dignities of the position he enjoys, he would de- 
cline to receive that pension. And I protest, sir,in thename of all the 
disabled soldiers of this Republic against the infamous obstacles that 
are interposed by that man against the allowance of pensions to which 
they are vastly better entitled than he is to the pension that he receives. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, the Senator from Kansas has gone 
out of his way and out of the record in this case to make a personal 
onslaught upon General Black, the Commissioner of Pensions, and he 
has undertaken to leave the false impression upon the public mind of 
this country that these complainants who are compelled to resort to 
Congress for relief are the claimants whose claims have been rejected 
by the present Commissioner of Pensions, which is not true. 

Mr. INGALLS. Many of them have been. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Most of them have not been and the record shows 
it, and the Senator knows it. I hold in my hand the record, and I say 
that the Commissioner of Pensions, General Black, has allowed more 
pensions during the first year of his administration than any Commis- 
sioner of Pensions ever has allowed. That is the record; and with that 
record staring the Senator in the face he makes that uriustifiable and 
I think unjust assault upon General Black. 

Now let us look at the record. 

Mr. INGALLS. What do you say about Lis enjoying a pension at 
$100 a month for total disability as a physical wreck? 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator presented it to him, and he is estopped 
from criticising his own act. 

Mr. INGALLS. Who is estopped ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. The distinguished Senator before me, the honor- 
able Senator from Kansas, then chairman of the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. INGALLS. The pension was allowed upon what was supposed 
to be reliable and satisfactory evidence, and the present condition of 
the Commissioner of Pensions is a satisfactory — that he obtained 
the pension he enjoys under false allegations. It ought to be repealed. 

Mr. COCKRELL, Then theSenator, in dischargeof the obvious duty 
he owes to this country, should introduce a bill for the repeal of that 
law. 

Mr. INGALLS. 
enjoying it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. TheSenator ought to have the manliness to do it. 
But I have in my hand the report of the Commissioner of Pensions; it 
is official). Let us see how many pensions were allowed in different 
years of the administration of that office, and see whether General Black 
is subject to the charge which has so unjustly been made against him. 
I will begin with the year 1880. Nine thousand seven hundred and 
eighteen pension claims were allowed in that year; in 1881, 20,912 were 
allowed; in 1882, 22,615 were allowed; in 1883, 21,758 were allowed; 
in 1884, 27,117 were allowed; in 1885, 27,225 were allowed. 

Where are the facts that justify the discrimination which the Sena- 
ior from Kansas has charged upon General Black? It is not in the 
record. 

Mr. INGALLS. I was talking about cases that had been rejected, 
not those allowed. Those which have been allowed by the present 
Commissioner of Pensions had all been prepared for adjudication by his 


It ought to be repealed. It is a shame that he is 


ecessor. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Not by any means; and the Senator knows the 
contrary. That will notdo. Itis ameresubterfuge. Ifthe ions 
allowed by the present Commissioner were prepared by his r, 
the pension claims rejected were also prepared by his predecessor. That 
is a fact the Senator must stare in the face. If the pensions allowed 
by the present Commissioner of Pensions were prepared by his prede- 
cessor, then the pensions rejected in that office were also prepared for 
rejection by his predecessor, and the responsibility rests there. 

Now, Ic the Senator to hunt up these cases that have been 
coming here to Congress for individual and I say the record will 
show that nine out of ten of them under the administration 
of the predecessors of General Black in office. 
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each case has to 


justly entitled to more, then it is a fit case for Congress. 





No Commissioner of Pensions can give individual attention to ¢,) 


case; it is a physical impossibility; and if so many cases of jn) y<;;,.. 
have been done as charged od. 
ministration of General Black they have been done by the subordin..:... 
in the office, for it is impossible for him or any other Commissioy¢, ; 
give attention to all the cases. And whoarethesubordinates? ‘),... 
are gentlemen who were put in there under the preceding adminj«,... 
tion, and they are still there. Look at the board of appeals. ‘p),,, 
has been but one change made in it. 
office, and they are the same men who were in there under (ener) 
Dudley; and it does not, with these facts before him, lie in the mout), 
of the Senator from Kansas to make this assault upon an indiyiqy,) 
who is not in a position to respond to him personally. " 


by the Senator from Kansas since the .,) 


They 


Look at the paraphernalia in that 


I believe—and I am sure the record will show it—that the Pensioy 


Office to-day under General Black will do as complete, as exact ar 
as full justice and equity and right and fair dealing to every worthy 
applicant for pension as has ever been done by that office since its cre; 
tion, so far as General Black is concerned and so far as the responsih|. 
heads in that bureau who have been put there under the present qq. 
ministration of affairs are concerned. 


ts crea- 


It is not worthy of the Senator from Kansas to undertake to make 


the false impression upon the country that the hundreds and even thou. 
sands of individual pension claims have come here because of the action 
of the present Commissioner of Pensions. They have not come here 
because of any action of his; and even if the cases had been rejected 
under his administration, the responsible parties for their rejection 
would have been the men who were put in there before he went into 
office and who have been continued in place. 
the old incumbents who pass upon theseclaims. As a matter of cours 

General Black can not examine ten, fifteen, or twenty thousand indi- 


It is the old récime 


vidual pension cases during the year. It is a physical impossibility 
for anybody to do it. He must rely upon the examinations made in 
each division, which are reported to the different boards through which 
go; and then the final board of review remains un- 
changed. I believe only one change has been made in that large board. 

Now, Mr. President, here is a case where, so far as the report shows, no 


application was made for an increase and where the increase could only 


have been made to $8 a month, as I understand from the Senator re- 
porting the bill. If the Pension Office has no jurisdiction under the 
law to increase this claimant’s pension beyond $8 a month, and he is 
If the Pen- 
sion Office has a right to increase under existing law this man’s pen- 
sion to an amount equivalent to what he is entitled to, then it is nota 
fit case for Congress. 

In the large number of pension claims, in the thousands and hun- 
dreds of thousands of claims presented to the Pension Office, there will 
necessarily be some that for technical reasons can not be allowed 
There will be some where probably the rating under the genera! law 
can not be what it should be. In such cases, as a matter of course, 
there is but one relief and one mode of relief, and that is either |y a 
general law of Congress —— relief in certain specified cases so as 
to cover it, or an individual relief bill. My experience is that the very 
poorest way of securing justice is by individual relief bills, and that 
every class of worthy, just, and meritorions cases should be provided 
for by a general law. 

Take the case of desertions in the Army. The record shows pro)a- 
bly over two hundred thousand soldiers marked deserters. They have 
repeatedly come to Congress asking that individual relief bills be passed 
in their favor. We passed, in 1882 I believe it was, a general bil! re- 
lieving all that the Committee on Military Affairs, of which the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGAN] is chairman, believed 
were properly entitled to relief. That law was not construed as was 
anticipated by the War Department, and immediately another Jaw was 
ental remove the of desertion in certain cases. Under that 
law hundreds and possibly even thousands of soldiers who were uo- 
justly charged with the offense of desertion have applied to have the 
record changed and corrected. 

A large number of their bills have been presented since that time uot 
coming within the terms and provisions of that law. At the present 
session of this Congress I had the honor of presenting a bill and the 
Committee on Military Affairs ordered it to be favorably reported, mak- 
ing provision for the removal of the charge of desertion standing against 
the records of many others who were deemed to be worthy of relic! 
That bill has passed both the Senate and the House and is now 4 law. 

I think the better way would be in these pension cases to pass laws 
increasing the power and authority of the Commissioner of Pensions to 
pass upon classes of cases which do not now come within the terms and 
Sin of the general law. I think it is the worst possible mode of 
relief to pass individual bills. : 

Mr. President, I did not anticipate in asking some very interes''0¢ 
questions that I should draw on such a as has been carried 
on upon this bill. I have ro objection to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I am in favor of the of this 
bill, and I do not intend to enter into the field of debate that has been 
very thoroughly plowed by the two gentlemen who have preceded ™¢, 








1886. 





the one from Kansas and the other from Missouri, except to call the 
attention of the Senator from Missouri to one fact. Iam notdoing that 
for the purpose of criticising the Commissioner of Pensions, but for the 
purpose of showing how unjust have been the criticisms which have 
been heretofore made. 

Speaking in a political sense, Commissioner Black charged his prede- 


cessor with favoritism because he had allowed a great many pensiong 


in 1880, and yet I find from the statement of the Senator that Com- 
missioner Black in one year allowed nearly three times as many as his 
predecessor, Commissioner Dudley, did, although he was charged with 
favoritism on account of the great number of pensions that were allowed. 

I only call the attention of the Senate to that fact to show how un- 
fair these things are that are sent broadcast before the world to im- 
properly influence the minds of people in regard to the action of 
officials. 

So far as General Black’s pension is concerned, I have nothing to say 
about it, whether he is entitled to itor not. If he is entitled to it I 
hope he will retain it. I think he is a badly wounded man, and if he 
is entitled to a pension, no matter how large, I certainly would not 
reduce it one cent, so far as I am concerned; nor would I so act in ref- 
erence to the pension of amy man who had performed his duty honor- 
ably and well. As to how he obtained that pension, I have naught to 
say; but I do think where pensions are obtained through Congress, and 
persons think they are obtained on some improper evidence, about 
which I have nothing to say, it does not always come with the best 
grace to attack others who obtain pensions in the same way. 

This man shows from the evidence, as I understand the report, that 
he was confined in prison for a long time, and we all know who have 
any experience—without reflecting upon anybody—that prison life is 
not calculated in the slightest degree to produce a healthy physique or 
heal in the person, but is on the other hand calculated to de- 
stroy the health and constitution of men. We all know that no matter 
whether it is an army prison or state prison, or what it may be, con- 
finement in prison is not conducive to good health, but is always cal- 
culated to y the system, constitution, and health of the indi- 
vidual. I have not the slightest doubt that this man’s health was 
destroyed in prison, as he says, and the fact that the Commissioner of 
Pensions has not at any time concluded that he was in a condition that 
entitled him to receive a larger pension is no evidence whatever to my 
mind that the applicant ought not to receive it, for I do know, and I 
say it without criticising officials, that there are men who apply for 
pensions who ought to have them who do not receive them. Perhaps 
it is also true that men who ought not to have them do receive them. 
The t majority of the men who apply for pensions are men who are 
i not from wounds, but on account of disease they contracted 
in the service which has d itself in after years. 

I hope this pension bill will pass, for I believe that every man who was 
in a prison during the war—I do not care whether he was there two 
weeks or three weeks or two years—every man who was imprisoned and 

and suffered as prisoners did during the war, is entitled to a 

and I would vote to give every one of them a pension to-day, 

and $30 is not too much for a man disabled in the manner in which this 

man’s disability is described in the report; and for that reason I hope 
the bill will pass. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, it is impossible for me to allow 
the remarks.made by the Senator from Kansas to go without notice on 
my 

I was'a member of the Committee on Pensions when the pension now 
80 severely criticised was granted to General Black. The Senator from 
Kansas stated that Senator Davis, of Illinois, was the champion of that 
measure. ‘To acertain extent that is true, for Judge Davis thought as 
I thought. I remember well the proceedings in the committee when 
we agreed to report that bill. I had intimate personal knowledge of 
General Black; I had known him many years; and I took a deeper in- 
terest in the case than anybody else here. I have known General 
Black since as a boy, at perhaps nineteen years of age, he broke away 

and went into the Army. His military services were 


from coll 
—— t. 

wounds were repeated and of the severestcharacter. Isaw Gen- 
eral Black frequently during his most dreadful sufferings before this 


pension was ited, and I say to the Senate and in the hearing of the 
that I did not conceive it possible for a human being to suffer 
as he did and live. He was wasted to a skeleton, blood-poison ravaged 


his entire system, and the bones of his arms were sawed out by the 

surgeon. I often left him never expecting again to see him alive; and 

when his pension bill came up here I had all the feeling that it was 

aa for me to have in behalf of a gallant, brilliant, promising, 
man, stricken down in defense of his country. 

I hold responsible and am ready to answer for the justice and 
propriety of that pension anywhere and everywhere. It was not ob- 
tained under false pretenses. So far from it, no pretense made here 
could have equaled the dreadful reality of his sufferings; and although 


he has ved, as I did not expect him to do, nor did his most inti- 
mate yet to-day he discharges his duties with open, running 


shattered and splintered bones leave him not one mo- 
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sions, not one word need be said by me. 
Missouri [Mr. CoCKRELL] settles that question. 








ment’s freedom from pain; he can sleep but in one position in his bed 
at night; and had he not been upkeld by a spirit possessed by few men 


on this earth he would have sunk and died long ago from excessive and 
constant suffering. 
| If any gentleman here thinks $100 a month will pay for his present 


He is made of the material that constitates heroes. 


condition and what he has undergone, let him say so. 
him. 


General Black at the time this pension was granted, and in fact for 


[ differ from 


years afterward, had no more ability to earn a livelihood by his own 
exertions that a child. 
the terrible shock, yet his hair has whitened, and, for a young man of 


And even though his constitution has survived 


forty-five, he is prematurely aged. He has never since the reopening 


of his wounds been able to pursue his profession with that industry and 
endurance so absolutely necessary in that most laborious profession 


known among men, the practice of the law. 
Sir, I worked earnestly, with my heart in “‘ the effort,’’ for General 
Black’s pension. It has my approbationnow. I remember that at the 


same session, I believe, the same committee reported a similar bill for 
General Shields. 


in two wars, but he was mixing in the affairs of the world, and he after- 


We put him at $100amonth. He had been wounded 


ward served with us here in the Senate. The Senator from Kansas, 


who was chairman of the committee at that time, will remember these 


facts that I now recall to his recollection. 
Whether General Black is a man of honor or not I will not discuss. 


Those who know him best will hear what the Senator from Kansas has 
said with pain, not because it will affect their opinion of the gallant 
soldier, the brave, true man, the upright officer, but they will hear 
with pain that a Senator uses his position to thus speak of a man who 
can not strike back in his own person. 


As to General Black’s discharge of his duties as Commissioner of Pen- 
The speech of the Senator from 


Sir, I do not wish to drag the question of pensions into party politics. 


Neither the granting nor withholding of a pension is ever governed in 
my mind by sueh considerations. 
less for political effect—I know not what other cause the Senator from 
Kansas had—lI rejoice that such an answer has been made as came with 
such force and conclusiveness from the Senator from Missouri. 


But when an attack is made more or 


This much, Mr. President, I felt I ought to say. 
Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President—— 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hourof2 o'clock having arrived, 


it is the duty of the Chair to lay before the Senate the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday, being the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 


Mr. INGALLS. I should like to make an observation in response to 


the remarks make by the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VoorHEEs]. 


Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER] appealed 
to me just now, and said it was his desire that the Senate should con- 
tinue this bill for fifteen or twenty minutes longer. 

Mr. SAWYER. I should like to continue it half an hour to give the 
Senator from Kansas a chance to be heard. 

Mr. HOAR. If there is no objection on the part of the Senate I am 
disposed to yield to that request. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the Chair 
will not call the regular order until it is demanded by the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. I shall demand the regular order at half past 2 or 
sooner if this bill is out of the way. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the present Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, Mr. John Charles Black, was placed upon the pension-roll by 
special act that was reported during my chairmanship of the Commit- 
tee on Pensions upon the direct and positive allegation on his part and 
in his behalf by those who supported and promoted the bill that he 
was totally disabled, and that he was an absolute physical wreck. 

The highest rate of pension paid to any soldier at that time, I think 
in 1876, for total disability was $50 a month, and Mr. Black was placed 
upon the roll at $100 a month because it was aflirmed that he was so 
totally disabled by disease, and by gunshot wounds, and by other dis- 
abilities received in the service, that his capacity, intellectually and 
physically, was absolutely annihilated. 

I remember the circumstances to which the Senator from Indiana 
has called attention. I do not stand here to disparage in any manner 
whatever the valor or the courage of Mr. John Charles Black, but I 
say that he received that pension and he enjoys that pension to-day 
because allegations were made which did not exist and which do not 
exist. 

Long before Mr. John Charles Black was pensioned—I did not know it 
at the time—shortly after he came out of the war, after there had been 
resection and this surgical treatment had been gone through with, he 
was active in political and professional life. Iam told that he was a 
candidate for Congress in 1866 or 1868, some time after the war closed. 
I am told that since that pension was allowed in 1876 he has been thrice 
a candidate for Congress in the district where he resides, that he has 
made the canvass in opposition to his antagonist, and he has been a can- 
didate for governor active upon the stump, that he has conducted his 
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professional avocation, that he has contended for the Senate of the 
United States against the Senator from Illinois who now sits before me 
[Mr. Locan], and I know of my own personal knowledge that during 
a considerable portion of that time he has been a manager upon the 
Board of Soldiers’ Homes, and I am told from many quarters, from 
testimony which can not be questioned, that he is not and that he 
never has been totally disabled intellectually and physically. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Nobody ever said that he was disabled intellect- 
ually. 

Mr. INGALLS. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 

Mr. INGALLS. 
and —— 

Mr. VOORHEES. It never was. 

Mr. INGALLS. That he received that pension of $100 a month. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Never. 

Mr. INGALLS. Why does the Senator say ‘‘never?’’ 

Mr. VOORHEES. Never on any ground of intellectual disability. 

Mr. INGALLS. When the highest rate that ever had been allowed 
before was $50 a month for total disability, the Senator now says that 
in 1876, without any specification of peculiar disability, we passed a 
bill to give him $100 a month. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I said nothing of the kind. 
charge of any intellectual breakdown. 

Mr. INGALLS. Why, Mr. President, the Senator said on the floor 
within ten minutes of the time I now speak, that he was lying pros- 
trate upon a bed of suffering and illness and pain, incapable of exer- 
tion, from which neither the Senator from Indiana nor any of his friends 
supposed he would ever arise. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Now I repeat that; but does it follow that he 
was intellectually a wreck? That is the statement of the Senator 

Mr. INGALLS. The allegation was that he could not obtain a live- 
lihood by the practice of his ession. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Could he on his back, torn with wounds, even if 
his mind was as bright as Blackstone’s? Could he? 

Mr. INGALLS. I am not here to answer acatechism of the Senator 
from Indiana about whether a man can practice law on his back or not. 
That does not concern the controversy. 

I repeat, the allegation was at the time when that pension was granted 
that he was so physically and intellectually disabled that he could not 
acquire a livelihood by the practice of his profession. Nobody knows 
it better than the Senator from Indiana, because he stood here on the 
flocr and in committee-room—and I honor him for it—and declared that 
this man’s capacity for usefulness was so impaired that it was neces- 
sary that he should be pensioned to save him and his family from men- 
dicancy and from being cast upon the charity of the world. 

Well, Mr. President, that alone would not have sufficed to have in- 
duced me to protest against this man’s pension. No pension, however 
large, can be compensation for such injuries as John Charles Black re- 
ceived. No man would go through the havoc of war and the battle’s 
confusion, no man would be torn and rent by shot and shell as he was 
for $100 a month. But what I protest against is that he, enjoying this 
pension obtained upon those pretexts, signalizes his advent into the 
place he now holds by protesting against the payment of smaller pen- 
sions to men who were as greatly disabled as he was, and that he to- 
day stands advising and co-operating with the President of the United 
States in vetoing little measuges of relief at $8 a month to private pen- 
sioners who could not secure geflicient evidence to establish their claims 
before the Pension Office. I protest against his enjoying that pension 
of $100 a month when he has been lawyer, politician, Commissioner of 
Pensions, for years and years since it was ted to him, no more phys- 
ically disabled, no more intellectually disabled than the Senator from 
Indiana is, enjoying that pension upon pretensions that do not exist 
and at the same time using the pone of his great office to prevent the 
payment of pensions which had been lawfully and properly granted. 

Here was acitizen of my own State, Robinson, a man who for nineteen 
years never had seen the light of the sun nor the faceof wife or child, whose 
claim had been examined and re-examined and fought and contested for 
years, and was finally allowed by the r of General John Charles 
Black, a thousand times worse disabled than heis because he wasdoomed 
to perpetual blindness and isolation, and one of the first acts that Mr. 
John Charles Black did after he came into that office was to direct the 
payment of that pension to be suspended. All that this poor wreck, 
incarcerated in perpetual could receive was $72 a month, $28 
less than Mr. Black receives; and he can write his name with that dis- 
abled hand. And yet although it had been allowed after protracted 
adjudication he ordered it suspended by telegraph; and since March, 
1885, that poor disabled wreck has been endeavoring to secure justice 
before the Pension Office, and so firmly established was his claim upon 
right and justice that, although he hasi his objections at every 
Stage before the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary 
of the Interior, at last Lamar directed it to be paid in spite 
of the protest of Mr. John Black. 

I protest, sir, in the name of all the disabled soldiers of this Republic 
inst that impostor—that impostor; I repeat it with full 
of what the phrase means—that impostor, who is receiving a pension to 


It was on that specific allegation—— 
I say it was not. 
It was on that specific allegation, presented time 


I said there was no 


—. 


which he is not entitled by virtue of law or by virtue of any disa))j\;- 
ties that he is subjected to, and who has used his official position e\,, 
since he has been in it to slander and revile his predecessor, who w jt), 
active speech has hurled out broadcast upon the administration of };), 
predecessor the declaration that the pension system had been used a; , 
political engine; that the department as it had existed for years un\\, ; 
Republican administration was a partisan machine; and that in or), 
to obtain the allowance of pensions it was necessary to give in adhe 

to a particular political organization. 

Sir, in the name of the thousands of men yet unpensioned I protest 
against the aspersions which have been cast by this man upon his ;; 
decessor, upon men of an opposing political faith, who were willing to 
do him justice, as the Senator from Indiana well knows. For no man 
was more active or enthusiastic in the effort that led to the pensioning 
of Mr. John Charles Black than I was. I hailed the opportunity with 
joy of doing justice to a disabled veteran of the Republic, little think- 
ing that in the years to come, enjoying that pension to which he was 
not entitled, he would use the power of that great office for the purpose 
of overthrowing the system of which he is himself one of the most con- 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, it is well known that the Senator 
from Kansas is only at his best when he is extravagant and confined 
by no close or accurate lines. He felt compelled to insist that in order 
for a man to be disabled from the practice of law his intellectual facu|- 
ties must be impaired. There never was a statement of such impair 
ment made in regard to General Black by me or anybody else, and the 
papers on file in the Senate will show that fact. 

The Senator continuously said that the pension was granted in 187' 
It is not a matter of great im , except to show the genera! in- 
accuracy of his statements. It was granted in 1878. 

Iwas not a member of the Senate in 1876. I came here in 1577; and 
the report of the committee which I hold in my hand, and which the 
Senator concurred in, was made by Mr. Bailey, then a Senator from 
Tennessee, on the 20th of May, 1878. 

All the statements contained in this were established by the 
proof, and the Senator himself concurred in them. He says now that 
those statements were false, or at least that the pension was obtained |)y 
false pretenses. If those statements were true, however, then the pen- 
sion was not obtained by pretenses that were false. 

Sir, if the Senator from Kansas, suddenly spurred to this outburst o! 
animosity and the use of epithets toward General Black, desires to tes' 
the sense of the Senate and the country, let him introduce a bill to re- 
peal General Black’s pension. 

I am going to read at least a portion of the report in my hand, and 
we will see what we acted on in 1878, and also ascertain what Genera! 
Black asked for, and how much he is ble for whatwe did. He 
never asked for a pension of a hundred dollars a month, as this report 
will disclose. ‘The report says: 

That at the outbreak of the late civil war Mr. Black, just entering upon man- 
e engaged in the 


Upon the expiration hirt, 
seventh Hlinois Infantry for three years, and was elected and commission «| 
major of the regiment. In 1862 he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, and tothe rank of mel. In 1864 Colonel Black and his 
men $ November, 1864, until February, 
1865, he ‘ourth ReserveCorps, Military Division of tlic 
Mississippi; and in March, 1865, while in active service, was made brigadicr- 
general by brevet for gallant and meritorious services in the field, and was 
mustered out of the service in August, 1865. 


He did not quit as long as there was a flag flying in the field. 
In March, 1862, at the battle of Pea Ridge— 


Which involved the safety of Kansas— 


In March, at the battle of Pea Ridge, Lieut. Col. Black was shot in the 
right forearm, — between the bones about 3 inches below tlic 
at the Tainle of Prairie Grove, he was shot in the left upper 

became 2 from that 

ne Pe disabled. The wound inflicted at Pea 

Ridge cuifering. healed, but in December following reopened, and caused 
he 


After the m service General Black resumed his professions! 
studies, was soon to the bar, and almost immediately upon his a:- 
mission een eae and lucrative practice, which he continued to e- 
joy until the year 


Mark this. He did practice law successfully up to 1874— 


oe 


when, in of the suffering caused by the wound in his rig!t 
arm, his health sak ieenieel. his person caeaen and he was con- 
strained to his profession— 


An old wound breaking out afresh, blood-poisoning his whole sys- 
tem, the bones decaying and splintering and falling out! 

From the year 1874— 

Continues the report— 
until this day he has been an invalid. 

That I is true the which I had at that 
eee eeenmeeemence name see tet 3 
mine. He lives at Danville, IlJ., and I live at Terre Haute, Ind. | 
have lew at his courts from my earliest manhood, and I know 
him andall his people. Consequently during his dreadful illness, when 
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these old wounds broke out again upon him, I saw him repeatedly, 
and when I say that he was the merest physical wreck I ever saw to 
live I state only the truth. I repeat what I said awhile ago, that I 
witnessed suffering on his part that Idid not believe the human frame 
could endure without dissolution, and he was a physical wreck when 
the bill passed Congress and became a law. 

The wound in his arm— 

Continues the report— 
has caused the most intense suffering, and in 1876, in order to save life, the elbow- 
joint was resected— 

Which means taken out; the elbow-joint was taken out— 

He is now a physical wreck, maimed and diseased, incapable of any effort, and 
much of the time confined to his bed. 

That was true at that time, and in some respects it is true now. He 
knows not one moment’s freedom from physical pain. His open, run- 
ning wounds have to be dressed now every day by an attending physi- 
cian. That is General Black’s condition, and if the Senator from Kan- 
sas feels any pride in assaulting, with terms such as he has used,@ man 
who bared his breast, and was shattered as he was, and who suffered 
as he has done, let him enjoy it. I would not for any consideration 
have those words upon my tongue toward any man who had the hon- 
orable life and record of General Black. The report continues: 


From August, 1865, until 1877, General Black was paid a pension of $30 per 
month, based upon the injury to his left arm. In this was increased to $50 
per month because of the loss of the use of the otherarm. He now asks that 
the right to $50 per month be recognized from August, 1865. 


It was a question of arrears and not increase. He did not ask for 
the inerease. . I remember well a consultation with Judge Davis, and 


honored be his name ever by me whenever I utter it, and I hope the 
blessings of health and happiness will be his for long years to come! 
He had known General Black from his boyhood. I consulted with 
him as to what was best for the general. I did not write or ask Gen- 
eral Black on the subject, nor did Judge Davis. We agreed that if 
we could get a pension for him at $100 a month without arrears it 
would be better in the long run than $50 with arrears, and it was upon 
our agreement and determination, and not upon General Black’s re- 
quest, that he was placed on the rolls at the rate he draws. The re- 
port continues: , 
The committee is convinced that the claim is well founded. 


A strong, healthy man, possessing fine talents and abilities, who would 
pon ee ao and wealth, has been stricken in his country’s service. He 
—— — he served so well to give bread to himself and opportunity to 


The commi however, respectfull t stead 
« rpension, Congr = should recognize t — distinguished [ee oem 
——_ gran ie -s See ua month, and therefore they recom- 

Mr. President, this is neither the time nor the place to deal with a 
personal assault on General Black made in the terms used by the Sen- 
ator from Kansas. Iregret them. I have a high admiration for the 
brilliant giftsof the Senator. He has been a faithful friend of the pen- 
sioned soldiers. I would do him entire justice and no injustice, and 
in that respect I will differ from him in his treatment of General Black. 
He has been totally and absolutely unjust; he has taken advice from 
his resentment at what he conceived to be a wrong to his blind soldier 
in Kansas. I sympathize with his earnest advocacy of such a claim; 
but it too brings its compensation. 

dh hover $00,000 of ure into office and found a claim which carried 
wi over of arrearages, the largest arrearages ever paid, he 
simply had the care and prudence to suspend it for an examination. 
He a soldier of the Republic, maimed himself, marred by shot and 
shell, that claim to have it examined into; and that resulted 
in a soldier now at the head of the Interior Department 
allowing the claim. The Senator from Kansas, while denouncing the 
Commissioner of Pensions, forgot to express his grateful appreciation 
of the patriotic and liberal action of the late Senator from Mississippi 
now of the Interior. I do not think such a spectacle as that 
is valueless. Ido not think such an instance in our history will do 
any harm to the fraternal relations which ought to exist between the 
sections of this country. 

I have here General Black’s original memorial, and I am almost 
tempted to have it read. I do not know that I should do so at this 
time. tia Conn? however, of my friend the Senator from 
— . COCKRELL] I will send it to the clerks’ desk and have 


Before ing, I desire to call the attention of the Senate and the 
country to the elicited in the closing remarks of the Senator from 
Kansas. It is true that General Black stated in his report that the Pen- 
sion Bureau had been used for political Itis true there is now 
an investigation on that subject. 


aul I do not believe it fair to either side 
ae ee eae eet meets eo Saved $0 Sate this do- 
that subject now. 


is the evil thereof.”’ I shall express 

time will come when I shall 
do so. It will be when I have read the evidence, when I have exam- 
ined what has been proved, and then Ishall stand by the proof as I see it. 
_ This of the Senator from Kansas will not affect his ob- 
will not prejudice the Commissioner of Pensions in he public 


| 





mind. He is mistaken in supposing that he can take judgment against 
this meritorious officer by default before the evidence is closed, before 
it has been printed, and before people have seen or read it. I repeat, 
when the time comes we shall all look at it, and we shall all take our 
part in such discussion as it may elicit, and we shall take each of us the 
proper responsibility for our conduct. I ask for the reading of the 
paper which I send to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Tothe honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, Washington Ciiy, D. C.: 
The application of John Charles Black, of Champaign city, State of Illinois, 
respectfully shows unto your honorable bodies: 
That on April 19, 1861, he enlisted as a private soldier in Montgomery Guards 


Mr. PLATT in the chair). The paper 


of Crawfordsville, Ind., afterward known as Company I, Eleventh Indiana 
Zouaves. 

That he was appointed sergeant-major of said regiment upon its formation, 
and served as such until its muster-out at the expiration of what was knownas 
the three months’ service. 

That immediately thereafter he engaged in raising a company of volunteers 


for the three years’ service, which company was afterward mustered into serv- 
ice as Company K, Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 

That he was elected and commissioned major of said regiment upon its or- 
ganization, and served as such until 1862, when he was commissioned licuten- 
ant-colonel of said regiment, holding the latter position until he was commis- 
sioned colonel of said regiment. 

That in January, 1864, said regiment re-enlisted for the veteran service, your 
memorialist continuing in service. 

That from November, 1864, to February, 1865, your memorialist commanded 
the Fourth Brigade, Reserve Corps, Military Division of Mississippi. 

That while in activeservice he was commissioned brigadier-general by brevet, 
March 13, 1865, for gallant and meritorious services in the assault on Blakeley 
Batteries. 

Your memorialist was honorably discharged, upon resignation tendered Au- 
gust 15, 1865. 

That on December 7, 1862, at the battle of Prairie Grove, Ark., while lieutenant- 
colonel commanding his regiment, your memorialist was wounded by a bullet 
wound in the left upper arm by which about 2} inches of the bone was shattered 
and carried away, necessitating resection of the bone. As the result of this 
wound and the operation the left arm was shortened and shrunken so as to be 
permanently disabled for manual or other labor of any kind 

That on March 7, 1862, at the battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, your memorialist 
was wounded by a bullet wound in the right forearm 3 inches below the elbow, 
the ball passing between the bones, striking and injuring the ulna and injuring 
theeibow. This wound healed, but reopened in December, 1862, and then healed 
over again. That during all the time from the reception of said wound until 
the operations hereinafter mentioned said arm commenced to discharge near 
the old wound and continued so todo until December 6, 1876, when it was opened 
by Dr. Edmund Andrews, a noted surgeon, at Chicago, Il. 

It was then found that the discharge was from the elbow-joint, the bones of 
which were found diseased, and were “ pared” or “ scraped ”’ in the hope that 
this would afford relief. But a high degree of inflammation supervened, and on 
February 26, 1877, the same eminent surgeon, Dr. Andrews, performed a second 
operation, opening the arm and removing the elbow-joint. That as a result of 
this wound and these operations there is now permanent total disability of the 
right, as there was before and still is of the leftarm. That these results are at- 
tributable to said wounds received in the service, and to no other causes, your 
memorialist being otherwise of robust and vigorous health, though his general 
health is now greatly and perhaps permanently impaired by reason of the mat- 
ters above detailed. 

Prior to June, 1874, your memorialist was engaged in the practice of the law 
at Champaign, I)l.,and had a large and lucrativé business, consisting largely of 
railroad and insurance cases, but in June, 1874, your memorialist was taken sick, 
such sickness being the result, as he is advised by his physicians and is assured 
by his own feelings and judgment, of his wounds alone. 

From that date to the present he has been almost constantly an invalid, being 
much of the time confined to his bed, and by reason of this prolonged sickness 
his business has been entirely broken up and utterly destroyed and lost to him. 

It will of necessity be a long time before he can possibly resume business, and 
even if his health should ever be so far restored (which he now hopes for) as 
to enable him to engage again in the practice of his profession his ability to pur- 
sue his life avocation is permanently impaired by reason of the disabilty of both 
arms, particularly of his right hand and arm, incapacitating him from writing 
and rendering the employment permanently of an amanuensis absolutely neces- 
sary. 

Your memorialist further says that since about August, 1865, he has regegived 
a pension of $30 per month, based upon the injury to his left arm; that this 
amount proving entirely inadequate he applied for an increase, basing his claim 
upon the second wound, which disabled his right arm; and that upon said ap- 
plication his pension was increased to $50 per month, commencing July 17, 1877. 

That he applied for and is justly entitled to receive said increase from the date 
of his original pension, August, 1865, and that he was only prevented obtaining 
the same by reason of a slight informality in his original application, namely, 
of his failure to mention the disability of his rightarm. That had such injury 
been referred to in his original application for pension the increase would have 
dated back to August, 1865, as he is informed and believes. 

Your memorialist therefore prays the passage of a special act directing that 
he be allowed and paid a pension at the rate of $50 per month from the date of his 
original pension, August, 1865, to the date of the commencement of said increase, 
less what has already been paid him. 

Allof which your memorialist respectfully submits, and prays the relief sought. 


Mr. INGALLS. What is the date of the paper? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has no date. 

Mr. INGALLS. What is the date of its filing in the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has no signature. 

Mr. INGALILS. It has no signature? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It hasnosignature. It was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions on the 15th of February, 1878. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

SPECIAL DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. ALLISON submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 8762) making appropriations to 
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supply deficiencies in the appropriations for public printing, pensions, and poy of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886, having met, after fulland free 
conference have agreed to recommend and do recommend to their respective 
Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate 
numbered | and 5, and agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 2: That the House recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate numbered 2, and agree to the same with an amend- 
ment as follows: In lieu of the matter proposed by the amendment insert the 


following: “and the Court of Claims;”" and the Senate agree to the same. 


Amendment numbered 3: That the House recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate numbered 3, and agree to the same with an amend- 
mentas follows: In lieu of the sum proposed insert the following: ‘‘ Two hun- 


dred and thirty-one thousand five hundred dollars; and the Senate agree to 
the same. 


Amendment numbered 4: That the House recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate numbered 4, and agree to the same with an amend- 
ment as follows: In lieu of the matter pro by said amendment insert the 
following: “ For the Court of Claims, two thousand five hundred dollars ;"’ and 
the Senate agree to the same, 


W. B. ALLISON, 
F. M, COCKRELL, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
SAM. J. RANDALL, 
BEN, LE FEVRE, 
LOUIS E. McCOMAS, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. ALLISON. I will state that the effect of this report is to agree 
to all the Senate amendments except the one relating to the binding for 
the Congressional Library. 
The report was concurred in. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAIS. 


A message from the. President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had, yes- 
terday, approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 483) to restore Sidney B. Tullar to the pension-roll; 

An act (S. 963) granting a pension to Harriet M. Rider; and 

An act (8. 1387) for the completion of a public building at Wichita, 
Kans. 

AMENDMENT TO APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. LOGAN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the Army appropriation bill; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
unfinished business. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States, the pending question being on the amend- 
ment_proposed by Mr. PLUMB, in section 9, line 5, to strike out ‘‘may”’ 
and insert ‘‘shall;’’ so as to read: 

Provided, That the court of bankruptcy shall in any case where the jurisdic- 
tion of the State and Federal courts is concurrent direct that the suit shall be 
brought in the State court. 

Mr. HOAR. I understapd that the Senator from Colorado [Mr. 
TELLER] is going to address the Senate. Before he proceeds with his 
general remarks I should like to go back and suggest to him an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. TELLER. I do not object to that. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Colorado yesterday made a sugges- 
tion in regard to section 8, which I take some blame to myself for not 
having seen before hemadeit. I ask the unanimous consent of the Sen- 
ate to go back to that section for a moment. 

The bill as originally drawn by Judge Lowell did not contain a pro- 
vision for the supreme courts of the District of Columbia and the Ter- 
ritorigs, and the bill was changed so as to include and extend the bank- 
raptiy jurisdiction to them. Section 8 should have been modified to 
conform to that change. That was not done, and I now propose an 
amendment to which I called the attention of the Senator from Colo- 
rado in private. I propose to strike out of the second line of section 8 
the word ‘‘ circuit,’ and then to strike out in the sixth line ‘‘ two of,”’ 
and also the word ‘‘ circuit’? in the same line; so as to read: 

That the final judgment, decree, or order of the court having jurisdiction, &c., 
shall not be reviewed by the Supreme Court excepting upon a certificate of di- 
vision of opinion between the judges of said court. 

And then to make it clear, to cover the point of the Senator from 
Colorado, I propose to add: 


The provisions of this section shall apply to the supreme courts of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and of the Territories. 


Mr. TELLER. That will do it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘TheSenator from Massachusetts asks 
unanimous consent to return to the consideration of section 8, and pro- 
poses an amendment, which will be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. In section 8, line 2, it is proposed to strike out 
the word ‘‘circuit,’? and in line 6 of the samesection to strike out the 
words ‘‘ two of’’ and the word ‘‘circuit;’’ so as to read: 

That the final judgment, decree, or order of the court having jurisdiction in 
all matters, questions, and controversies properly arising in the courts of bank- 
ruptey as such, in whatever mode they may be tried, shall not be reviewed by 

vision of opinion 


the supreme court excepting upon a certificate of di between 
the ju of said court, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOAR. NowlI propose to add to the section the language whi:-) 


read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The additional amendment wil! }. 
stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to add to section 8: 

The provisions of this section shall apply to the supreme courts of the District 
of Columbia and of the Territories. 

The arnendment was to. 

Mr. HOAR. In the ninth section I propose with the leave of the 
Senate to assent to the amendment moved by the Senator from Kan- 
sas, substituting ‘‘shall’’ for ‘‘may,’’ and I propose hereafter when 
that Senator is present (I shall not andertake to make the motion now, 
as I see he is not in his seat) to add to the section some language like 
this: 


Unless in the judgment of said court the interests of the estate will be mato. 
rially injured thereby. 


Or some equivalent phrase. There may be cases where a State court 
will not be held for a year or two years, where the United States court 
would be held the next week, and great delay would be occasioned in 
bringing suit. 1 propose, however, to agree to make it mandatory upon 
the bankruptcy court to resort to the State jurisdiction unless in the 
extreme nature of the case it should go to the United States court; but 
I shall, as I said, reserve that matter until the Senator who moved the 
amendment is in his seat. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Doesthe Senator from Massachusetts 
desire to have the amendment of the Senator from Kansas acted upon 
at this time? 

Mr. HOAR. I think it had better be reserved. 

Mr. TELLER. I did not exactly understand what the Serator pro- 


Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Kansas yesterday—— 

Mr. TELLER. What was the last proposition of the Senator from 
Massachusetts ? 

Mr. HOAR. I propose to assent to the amendment of the Senator 
from Kansas in the fifth line of the ninth section, striking out ‘‘ may ”’ 
and inserting ‘‘shall,’’ but to add to the section at the end “ except 
in cases where in the judgment of said court the interests of the estate 
would be materially injured thereby,’’ or some equivalent phrase, 
making it the general rule to prefer the State courts except in extreme 
cases, where, as I said just now, a State court would not be held for 
two or three years and the United States court would be held in the 
—, month, and in that case the United States court would be pre- 

erred. 

Mr. TELLER. I had intended to suggest something in reference to 
the pending amendment, which of course I shall omit now. 

The bill is, as was said by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLums] 
yesterday, a very important bill, and one which I do not think ought 
to be passed through the Senate as a mere matter of form, because it 
came from a responsible committee or because it is supposed that it 
was draughted by a very able and intelligent judge. 

The bill is very broad and comprehensive. It brings within its terms 
nearly all classes of le except the agriculturist, and perhaps the law- 
yer and the doctor. Every man who is connected with trade or com- 
merce in any shape or manner is brought within the provisions of the 
bill and is entitled to all the benefits of the bill, if any there are in it, 
and is subject to all the pains and penalties, which in my judgment 
very much outweigh the so-called benefits. 

I wish to call the attention of the Senate to the fact that the pend- 
ing bill is more comprehensive than es other measure which has been 
passed on the subject of bankruptcy. It provides that— 

The word “ trader”’ shall include al! merchants,all who make it their busi- 


ness or a part of their business to buy or se!l lands, goods, chattels, bills, bonds, 


or shares, manufacturers, warehousemen, bankers, brokers, build- 


pap shipwrights, publishers, innkeepers, livery-stable keepers, an 
all artisans who buy the materials for their business on credit. 

That is broad enough to take in nearly everybody in the community, 
as I said, except agriculturists. They are excepted, and they are prac- 
tically all who are excepted. Why are they excepted? If the bill is 
of such a valuable character, a man who incurs debts in working a farm 
ought to be protected and ought to have the opportunity given to him 
to get rid of his incumbrance just as much as the man who is in trade. 

The bill was not framed and is not intended for the people who are 
mentioned in that first section of the bill. I have not any doubt but 
what the Senator from Massachusetts has all the sympathies he ex- 
pressed yesterday for the class of people who are unfortunate enough to 
get into debt, who he says go dragging the ever-lengthening chain but 
are never able to get rid of the Sutnetiaane, and are always prevented 
from making a living for wives and children, always prevented from 
laying up Sethe Ken teh age. I ta te nthe a oe 

sym y expressed for that class of people, but I wis 
to repeat that from that class of there has come no demand, 10 
request for this kind of legislation. I have not had access to the com- 
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mittee, but I venture the assertion that the committee have not a peti- 
tion from any man in trade of the character that is included by the 
word ‘‘trader”’ in the first section. Of course there are men in trade 
who are interested in this bill. There are those in the great cities of New 
York, Chicago, Saint Louis, Boston, and other moneyed and great com- 
mercial centers who are interested in its passage. They are not the men 
who are afraid that they will be dragging the lengthening chain. Itis 
not that class of men who have made the chambers of commerce ring 
with their denunciations of Congress for failure to pass this bill last 
year or the year before, or who thundered denunciations against Congress 
a few years ago because it repealed the act of 1867. 

The men who areincluded in the first section from which I have read, 
who are expected to be reached by the bill, are not to be reached with 
a kind and soft hand. They are not to be reached for the purpose of 
putting them upon their feet, lifting them out of their misfortune, and 
enabling them to begin life again. That is not the purpose of the 
bill; but men come from the great commercial centers of the country, 
and it is a cry that the National Government shall stand up for them 
and enable them to collect their debts. It is just as well to meet these 
questions promptly and frankly and fully, and to recognize the fact 
that the demand of which the Senator spoke yesterday is a demand 
made for that class of people through the public press, through the 
chambers of commerce, through the boards of trade, and possibly in a 
few instances through legislative bodies. 

I venture to say that if the Senate will strike out the involuntary 
clause, there will be no further interest expressed in the measure by 
those who have sent their agents here to impress upon Congress the 
necessity for the passage of this bill. The boards of trade and the cham- 
bers of commerce will have no further interest in the proceedings as to 
this bill the moment it is confined to those merciful provisions of which 
the Senator spoke yesterday. 

A bankruptcy bill intended for that purpose might address itself to 
the humane and sympathetic interest of every man. A strong appeal 
can be made, I know, in behalf of men who have been unfortunate. I 
remember that years ago, before the bankruptcy act of 1867 was enacted, 
Mr. Horace Greeley, a noted and distinguished philanthropic gentle- 
man, kept his paper full of appeals to Congress to intervene in the 
interest of the class of men mentioned by the Senatoryesterday. Finally 
Congress did intervene, and the result was the act of 1867, which went 
into effect immediately thereafter, and all through the country every 
branch of industry and commerce felt its blighting hand. Finally, 
when it was repealed, I do not know how it was in the other House, 
but in this body I venture to say there were not over half a dozen nega- 
- — when the act was passed in this Chamber repealing the law 
0 > 

Is this pro act any better? The honorable Senators who favor 
the bill say that it is better. It may be better in detail, but there is 
no difference in principle between this bill and the actof 1867. Every 
wrong that that act perpetrated or enabled any man to perpetrate can 
be perpetrated under this bill; nay, more wrong will be perpetrated 
under it. It is intended that it should be so by the men who are clam- 
oring for its i 

The voluntary clause of the act of 1867 was seized upon by the dis- 
honest men of the country to get rid of the payment of their just and 
honest debts, keeping as we all know thousands of dollars’ worth of 
their either in their own hands or in the hands of others so 
that they could turn up, after they were discharged, with a competency. 
The involuntary branch of the act was seized upon by the creditor to 
force the debtor into bankruptcy and so compel him to pay. 

The honorable Senator, asserting first that this bill was in the interest 
of the poor people, in the interest of the small trader, turned around 

told us re he got through, practically, that it is in the interest 
of State street and Wall street. He illustrated that by saying that in 
State street and Wall street money can be had for 2, 24, and 3 per cent., 
and out West it can not be had for less than 12 per cent., and even 
more. He that those people are not willing to trust the people in 
the West for they would lose their money, and therefore they come 
here and ask to have the strong hand of the General Government to 
compel payment when they have loaned their money, that they may 
use interference to compel their debtors to keep their engage- 
ments to the very letter. They have the State courts; they have all the 
machinery that is given to the citizens of the State where they make 
their loans or where they sell their goods, but that is not sufficient; 

want to be beyond State power and beyond State local influence. 

. HOAR. May I ask my honorable friend, at some convenient 
time to him, to explain to me a little more in detail the point he is 

or has made ? 

. I shall make my speech, and if the Senator does not 
understand it it will be probably my fault; but I shall not attempt to 
ex it and bring it exactly to his comprehension, I think. I am 

to the bill; I am objecting to it upon the principle that it is 
for eae parpese of enabling the creditor class to seize upon the 


irly and improperly. 

I should like very much to understand how, if the 
Senator is willing to state it at some time in the course of his speech. 
IT have undertaken to study the bill, and I had supposed that there was 
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a debtor under the bill which could 
not be done now. The purpose of the bill is, as I understand it, to 
secure to the debtor all the State exemptions. You can not touch or 
take with this bill any right of property that you can not take from 
the debtor under the law of the State. 

The involuntary part of the bill doestwothixgs. First, it does what 
the State law can not do under the Constitution; it discharges the debtor 
for the future of every claim of every creditor under the sun unless he 
has committed a fraud. Second, it says that the property which the 
law now authorizes him to be stripped of by his creditors, only that 
and nothing more, leaving it for the State to decide what that exemp- 
tion shall be, instead of all going to qne creditor shall be divided equally 
among the whole. Is there anything else in the bill which the Sena- 
tor has found which puts the debtor in the power of the creditor; and 
if there is, will the Senator point it out? 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I shall proceed in my own way to 
discuss the bill. Nobody but the Senator from Massachusetts would 
expect that a Senator would allow him to interject his views into that 
Senator’s remarks inthis way. I do not object to it. It simply shows 
that the Senator does not know what is in the bill that he has pre- 
sented. 

This bill has not been originated in this body, or by any of its com- 
mittees; the bill was originated in the city of Boston. It was orig- 
inated by the men who want to put their grip upon the debtors of the 
West and the South, the men who complain that they can not get the 
last pound of flesh and every particle which belongs tothem. The bill 
came here, but it has not been studied by the Senate, it has not been 
studied by the committee, it has not been studied by the Senator him- 
self, for he has shown already in the six pages of the bill which we have 
passed over his ignorance of the bill and of its provisions. I have studied 
the bill; I think I know as much about it as he does, and it is not a 
question new to me any more than itis tohim. I have dealt with these 
I was here when the debate took place on the repeal 





nothing which could be done to 


this is no better. 
I shall be able to show to my satisfaction, at least I can satisfy my 


mind, that the bill is not in the interest of any class except the class 
who demand the most and give the least. 
or before the country. for the Senator and his friends and the friends of 
the bill to assume that it is in the interest of the unfortunate and dis- 


It will not do in this body 


tressed, for thatisnottrue. The bill never originated with men whose 
hearts are in sympathy with the down-trodden and unfortunate. It 


originated with the men who get what they can, and keep what they 


get, and who are perfectly oblivious as to how they get it so that they 


only get it. 


I was speaking of the involuntary part of this bill. The honorable 
Senator tells me that it reserves to the debtor everything that the State 
reserves by way of the exceptions to execution. Of course it does. 
Even these avaricious and grasping creditors would hardly think of 
overriding State laws to that extent. They would concede, whatever 
might be the power of the General Government, a proper respect for 
the State with reference to those beneficent and benevolent laws which 
give to a man who is unfortunate wherewith he may educate his chil- 
dren and keep his wife from the pauper’s home. It does that; but that 
is no merit, that is no mercy; that is justice and nothing more. 

But the bill puts in the hand of every man who owns $500 of credit 
the right to ruin every man who falls within its provisions. Does the 
Senator undertake to tell me that it contains nothing but what is in 
the State laws? Then why are you not satisfied with the State laws 
and State remedies? It is because the State is merciful, and because 
the State does not allow its citizens thus to be handled, that these men 
have appealed to Congress for the passage of this bill. 

It ought to be denominated a bill to confiscate the property of the un- 
fortunate. A man may be worth $1,000,000, and if misfortune over- 
takes him so that he can not meet his note of $500 in thirty days any 
one holding it can put him in bankruptcy. Any man having a claim 
against him, disputed and doubted (for this does not apply to commer- 
cial paper as the old law did, but applies to book accounts as well), can 
put him into bankruptcy, can go before the court and allege that he 
has failed to make his payment within the provisions of the bill and 
seize upon his estate and destroy his credit. 

There never was a bill instituted and brought before a legislative 
body more potent for evil, more potent for injustice, in my judgment, 
than this bill; and yet the Senator from Massachusetts says he hopes I 
shall be able to show somewhere some objection to the bill that is 
worthy of the attention of the Senate and of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. 


Mr. HOAR. When did I say that? 
Mr. TELLER. Practically that is what you said. 
Mr. HOAR. Oh, ‘“‘practically!”’ 


Mr. TELLER. It is possible under this bill todoevil. The hon- 
orable Senator can not escape by saying that it will not be done. It 
has been done. The country is full of the history of men driven into 
bankruptcy whose estates were solvent at the day the bankruptcy pro- 

ings were begun. I can take the most prosperous merchant in this 
country and proceed against him in bankruptcy and ruin his credit 
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under the bill. He may be solvent and able to pay; but if he owes 
debts and I go and proceed against him on a $500 claim all his credit- 
ors will be alarmed and all his creditors will come in and make claims 
against him, and the men who would otherwise have extended to him 
time to make payment, who would have continued to sell him goods 
with which to fill up his store, will decline so todo. Thus the bill 
puts it in the hands of a grasping, avaricious creditor with asmall bill 
to destroy the commerce of the country. 

It is the business of the honorable Senator to come here and show 
omething in favor of the bill. Where is the crying necessity for the 
bill? Who has been heard demanding the passage of the bill outside 
the great centers I have mentioned? What have the people of the 
great central portion of the country, what have the people of the South 
and of the West said with reference to this bill? Have they demanded 
it? Have they suggested it? Notat all. Every demand has come 
from the section and the places I have mentioned, and those people have 
come here for the purpose of enabling them to get a stronger grip upon 
the men who are practically now in many portions of the country re- 
duced to a condition of almost absolute serfdom. 

The honorable Senator said yesterday that the people of the West 
could not berrow the money they would like to loan, and therefore the 
bill was in their interest in the new sections where society is not stable 
and where property has not accumulated. Then let him wait until 
those people, who are quite as intelligent, who understand perfectly 
their interests and their wantsas do the people in his State or any other— 
let him waituntil they, either through their Representatives or in some 
other manner, signify a wish for this kind of legislation. 

Let us come down to the practical applicationof the bill. I said we 
knew what occurred under the old law. I venture to say that there 
is not &@ man who was engaged in the practice of law in the United 
States who did not have some such case as I notice, men solvent, able 
to pay their debts and willing to pay their debts, who were made pau- 
pers by the old law; and so odious did it become that there was a 
clamor from every portion of the country for its repeal. Legislative 
body after legislative body addressed the Senate and the House of Rep- 
resentatives in the interest of its repeal. Nobody that I know of has 
yet demanded its re-enactment except the persons of whom I have al- 
ready spoken. If itwere so beneficent and benevolent and had such a 
good influence why is it that the people tired of it and why is it that 
they demanded its repeal? 

The honorable Senator from Kansas said yesterday that if there was 
anything which added to the disaster of the country, which brought 
the people low financially, it was the bankruptcy law. Let me say 
here as a matter of history known to every man here who has given tke 
slightest attention to the subject, that the panic of 1873 was precipi- 
tated and brought about by the bankruptcy act of 1867. I am not 
without authority. It is not an assertion which I have made simply 
upon an inference that I draw. It can be proved by the records in the 
city of Philadelphia that the great house of Jay Cooke & Co., perfectly 
solvent the day that bankruptcy i were b t against 
them, more than solvent, rich, rich to a degree that we in the West re- 
gard as remarkably rich, was brought down to utter ruin by the ap- 
plication of a single creditor to put them in bankruptcy, who thus de- 
stroyed their credit and prevented them from carrying on the enter- 
prises in which they were engaged. With itcame a lack of confidence 
in the community at large everywhere, and disasters that it took us 
five years at least to recover from, if we shall ever recover therefrom. 

The other measure was demanded in the same interest that this is 
demanded, and was passed under the cry that it would benefit the poor, 
as it is now proposed that this bill shall be passed. 

The great mass of business in the United States is done upon credit. 
Credit depends upon the confidence of the people. Impair that confi- 
dence and the credit is gone. Nobody supposes that you can do the 
business of this country upon the money that isin existence. Evenif 
none of it were locked up in the banks and in the Treasury, if it were 
all out among the people, you could not do the business of the country 
with it. It must be done, and is done, and will be done upon credit. 
This is a bill to destroy the credit of the merchant everywhere. 

In times of financial depression there are very few men who are sol- 
vent who do not find themselves embarrassed with debts. There are 
very few men but find themselves compelled to go to bank and renew 
their notes. There are very few men but who find themselvesin a con- 
dition in which they do not occasionally want to put upon their real 
estate a mortgage. When you have destroyed public confidence in his 
ability to pay, you have destroyed theman. Take, for instance, aman 
who is selling goods ina Western town. He is worth perhaps $100,000. 
His property consists of the goods upon his shelves and in the credits 
that he has given to his neighbors. Distress of some kind prevails 
financially. He is unable to collect the debts as fast as his Eastern 
creditors would like. He finds his neighbor’s wheat crop has failed, 
or his corn crop has failed, or the low of corn and cattle, or it may 
be of cotton, has made it impossible for the neighbor to whom he has 
sold goods upon credit torespend. So he says to his Eastern creditors, 
‘“‘T am solvent; wait until my people can pay, and I ae you.”’ 
Ninety-nine men out of the hundred who have given him t respond 
and say, ‘‘Certainly; you shall have time to pay.’? The hundredth 


The debtor says, ‘‘ I can not pay you to-day; waita little.” 
itor prefers his 





man, a Shylock, says, “‘No; I have got your note for $500; pay it.” 
The cred- 
tition for bankruptcy, and what becomes of the debtor» 
He may be able to pay off the note to-morrow, but the ninety-niy, 


men who had agreed to extend his time say, ‘‘We can not wait: thi. 
man is in a worse condition than we supposed; we may lose our debts: 
and they enter upon the proceeding. 
bill you put it in the 


Thus it goes, and thus by th; 
wer of one man out of a hundred to ruin ., 
thrifty, prosperous me t. 

Yet ib honorable Senator wants me to spend time in detailing so), 
of the objections which are really objections to the bill. He had bet. 
ter spend some time in showing its advantages. He had better spen: 
some time in showing the advantage to commerce and the advantay, 
to trade that there is in arming any man in the community with tha: 
power against the interests and the commerce of the nation. 

In my judgment the bill is defective in details, as well as defectiy. 
in principle. It is defective in the great principle that it puts in th. 
power, as I said before, of one man, or two men, or three men out 0; 
hundreds and thousands, to compel the debtor to come to their terms. 
and if he fails so to do to put him in bankruptcy without regard to his 
condition. It is not to put men in bankruptcy who are bankrupt; it 
is to put every man in bankruptcy who does not pay his note within 
thirty days after itisdue. It is to put in bankruptcy every man who 
borrowsof his neighbor and gives a mortgage upon his property, if some- 
body will go and assert that it was put there for the purpose of givin: 
that neighbor a fraudulent preference over other creditors. 

I know enough of human nature, and so does every man on this floo: 
to know that it is practically impossible for a person to put a mortgaye o/ 
a large amount upon his real estate that some man will not attack it, 
truthfully or not, however it may result in the end, although it may be 
shown that this was but a tithe of what he was worth, although it may 
be shown that it was for the purpose of carrying on the business in 
which he was engaged, and that it was not a ulent incumbrance 
but a praiseworthy and honest one. -The very fact that the petition has 
been filed is his ruin, and he will never be able to right himself in 
public estimation, his credit is gone and his ability to pay destroyed. 

What I have said against the bill I have said against its general princ - 
ples. Iam and I believe the people of the United States are op. 

to any ptcy bill that puts it in the hands of a few grasping, 
hearted creditors to ruin the great mass of men who are engaged 
in business in this country. With what industry have all classes been 
brought within the provisions of this bill, including the mechanic who 
may buy the boards that he is going to fashion into furniture, or the 
material out of which he is going to make articlesforsale! Everything 
is brought within the provisions of the bill. In other words, every 
man who incurs a debt is to be brought within the reach of his creditor 
save and except the classes I have mentioned—the farmers, the doctor: 
and the lawyers. 

Mr. SPOONER. You construe the word “‘artisans’’ to mean me 
chanics? 

Mr.TELLER. I construe the word ‘“‘ artisans’’ to mean mechanics. 
That is the way the word is usually used, and that is the purpose for 
which it was put in the bill. 

I wish to call the attention of the Senate to section 33 of the bil). 
Of course I do not expect the Senator from Massachusetts, who seem: 
to have studied the bill so well, to receive any light from anything | 
say. Ido not know that anybody will receive lightfromit. I regard 
it myself as a matter of duty, charged as I am here with a part of «!! 
legislation, to inst the enactment of such a measure. 

Let me call attention of the Senate to the character of the thirt) 
third section. Ihave examined all the bankruptcy acts which we hav. 
had inthis country; I haveexamined the bankruptcy actof Great Brita'n 
and I have endeavored to read something upon this subject. I think 
the man who drew that section was the most industrious and the mo-' 
determined to render to those who employed him full and proper sc: 
ice for the for which he was of any man I ever knew, 
for if there is he has omitted in favor of the creditor and '» 
the injury of the debtor, I think it has been by oversight and mistake. 
He must have been industrious from what he achieved. Section °.) 
provides— 


Taaomy perm, beng ates residing ond owing debeaceeing 
. rict, or T 

Siiory of which he an inbabltant, with latent to defrand his creditors 

I called the attention of the Senate a een Sa _ that it 
does not depend u the truth of the petition led; that a p 
tition as false as Lneifer may be the means of destroying a man pe'- 
fectly solvent, perfectly honest, if an tion is once made again-' 
him and his financial condition is of a character as to bear th.’ 
result; and that is the condition of nine men out of ten engage! |) 
trade. If a man from the State “with intent to defraud |) 
creditors’? he commits an act of bankruptcy. A man living in t): 
State that I in part represent might want to go to see his dying fathe: 
or mother in Massachusetts. He t not have time to notify all h'- 
neighbors and all his creditors that he was going. Before he reachc- 
the old homestead, before he reaches the home where he expected to 


| find his aged parent alive, or perhaps to attend his funeral obsequics 
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in discharging ‘his filial duty, some fellow—and the country is full of creditor would dare to take it; and thus, | repeat, you prevent the man 
them—with a claim would set up, ‘‘Why, this man has departed from | from using that which he has and that which he has a right to use, in 
the State as I verily believe for the purpose of defrauding his creditors; | the ordinary commercial way, for the purpose simply of giving those 
he left on a night train; he went out suddenly and unexpectedly,’’ | people who have credited him an opportunity to compel him to deliver 
and he swears to it. The bankrupt proceeding commences, and that | the full pound of flesh. 
man’s credit is ruined, although he may come back and he may try the It is possible that this bill will reduce the rate of interest in the 
case in court and it may be adjudicated in his favor that he had not | West; but I beg the honorable Senator from Massachusetts not to worry 
thus departed from the State for the purpose alleged. They do not | himself about our interest in that respect. Wedo not want to borrow 
first determine whether he has fled from the State. The goods are | any money at 2 or 3 per cent. at the cost of so expensive a proceeding 
seized and the judgment rendered afterward. as this. While the people in the West are ready to pay their debts— 
Or, being absent, remains so with like intent. and they are as apt to pay their debts and expect to pay them as any 
If he is kept away, somebody can allege that he has kept away for other people—they do not care about having the power given to any 
the purpose of avoiding the service of a writ, and then his property is | ™@2 or any set of men to compel therm to sacrifice their property or 
seized and put into the court of bankruptcy. What benefit is it to allow some othe:: man to sacrifice it and eat it up in costs and expenses. 
him when his credit is destroyed if he does finally establish by a jury | . I have found a very generous provision in this bill, the only provision 
of his countrymen that he was noi away with intent to defraud? He | #2 it that is generous, and I have no doubt that if I fail to call attention 
has been posted in all the publications of the country as a bankrupt; to it the Senator from Massachusetts when he addresses the Senate on 
he has been put upon the posters of the great commercial centers as a the beauties and virtues of this bill will hardly omit it. Let us see 
man whose property has been seized, and his credit is gone. what is left to the debtor under its provisions. The debtor is solvent 
; but some man has alleged that he has done something that will brine 


ade me saan eee tee oe ; Ormakxes | him within the provisions of this bill. His property is seized, and 


ne care th hile th ty is in the hands of the law, while | 
: : : . ereupon, while the property is in the hands of the law, while he is 
If you go back you will find in one of the preceding sections what prevented by the provisions of the law from putting his hands on his 


a ‘‘transfer’? means. A transfer of property is declared to mean a mort- ae : . nae, call : hae 
: : property, or disposing of it, he may come in, says the bill, and allege 

gage, a eae te fe of any kind. Soe be to ae & pre | that he is not insolvent, and then if within ninety days, with his prop- 

existing t, it is nevertheless a transfer of his property. ae erty all encumbered, with his credit destroyed, he is able to resume 


they have it here: ; payment his property shall be returned to him. Why, Mr. President, 
Or with intent to defrand his creditors— how will the poor debtor resume payment when his money, his goods, 
As I have said, that is @ charge so easily made and it is soimmaiterial | and his credits are in the hands of his creditors, when everything that 
whether proved or not in its effect upon the debtor, that it ought not to | he has got that could be valuable to him except his life has been turned 
be there— over under a false and fictitious charge made against him, although th: 
Orwith intentto defraud his creditors, suffers judgment against him; or gives | court may wait ninety days, and if he will resume at the end of ninety 
a warrant to confess judgment, or judgment-note, with like intent— days then his property shall be returned to him? 
“Or suffers judgment against him!’ A man is not allowed to con- Mr. President, I did not intend when I commenced my remarks to 
test a doubtful claim. He must take the chances that if a judgment | speak except as to one single phase of the bill. I presume it is likely 
is rendered against him he will then be put in bankruptcy— there are some other features of the bill that I shall attempt to be heard 

































or who, being actually insolvent, suffers his y to be seized on execu- | 0n before we close. I do not regard this as a matter to go through thie 
tion, and fails within Cwenty Gagatheneetier to the same from such seiz- | Senate ina hurry. I do not regard it as a matter of slight concern. | 
ure; or resumed 


and n payment of his commercial paper or 
open accounts, made, passed, or contracted in the course of his business for a 
period of thirty days after the same were payable; or who, being insolvent, 
makes a preference to any creditor as defined, or makes an assign- 
ment for the benefit of existing creditors, with or without preferences— 

““ With or without preferences.’? A man who finds himself in fuil- 
ing circumstances who desires to turn over everything he has in the 
world for Soo — debts can eee that shall 

upon value is property and pay it off pro rata among his 
creditors; butif he does that, if he says to the ann honest on up- 
right man in the community, ‘‘ Be my trustee, sell these goods, dispose 
of this property, pay it out, as it belongs to my creditors, so far as it 
will go,’’ thatis an act of bankruptcy under this bill, and for that act 
he can be called into court and compeiled to undergo all theprovisions 
of this bill. Any one who does any of these things ‘‘shall be deemed 
to have committed an act of bankruptcy, and may be adjudged bank- 
rupt by court of bankruptcy in a district in which he may have 
heen a cilia at any time within six months next preceding the ap- 
plication, wpon a petition filed in such court by three or more of his 
ereditors whose debts, which would be probable at the first meeting 
under this act, amount, in all, to not less than $500.”’ 

Three men having claims of $500 jointly between them can thus 
destroy amy man in business if he attempts fd select his own trustee, 
to select his own agent, who is responsible to the State courts, who is 
responsible if he violates his trust to the creditors as much as any 
official that can be appointed. Is it to be presumed that a man who 
turns over all his property to pay his debts without preferences does 
not turn it over to a man who will honestly apply it to the purpose for 
which his trusteeship has been created? 

Then this follows; at the bottom of the page I find: 


When such act consists of a transfer of or attachment or lien upon property 
of the bankrupt, such period shall not be deemed to expire until six months 


think now when all the industries of the country are paralyzed, when 
the business of the country is in a state that needs assistance, it is no 
time to pass bills of this character that will enable a few creditors out 
of many thousands, if they are so disposed, to destroy practically the 
credit system of the country, and bring all of the middle-class peopie, 
who are those most to be affected by this bill, toruin. When I speak 
of ‘* middle class,’’ I mean financially the men who are neither very 
rich nor very poor, the men who are able, if let alone, to pay their debts 
and yet can not under an attack in the court of bankruptcy on their 
credit. ‘That is the class of people who, in my judgment, will be most 
affected, and I repeat that when the industries of the country are par- 
alyzed as it were, when every man in trade to-day (and it has been so 
for the last three years) is suffering from the depression, from the lack 
of money, and the lack of business in the country, it is no time to put 
these men in jeopardy by enabling one person out of a hundred, or two 
or three out of a thousand, to interfere and destroy their credits and 
take their property out of their hands and put it beyond their reach 
either under the pretense that they will have no lengthening chain for 
them in the future or under the pretense that the State laws are not 
efficient and are not sufficient for the collection of all honest debts, as 
I know, and as the Senator knows they are. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I donot know how fully the Senate may 
think it worth while to enter upon any discussion of this measure at 
the present time. I have been unfortunately called out during a part 
of the speech of my honorable friend from Colorado, if a person who has 
associated with the persons he has described may be allowed to so style 
himself. I wish, however, to say that my honorable friend is utterly 
mistaken in his conception either of the character or the purpose of the 
class of men to whom he has referred. The leading merchants and 
manufacturers of this country are not a set of sharks, Shylocks, dealing 
pabege he pa mg ty 7 : : on with their debtors as men who desire to wring the life-bleod or the pound 
oad soe seoraing,ropncring, 0; doting f tho, dood. writin | of leh from a Victim. ig 
cording, , or docketing is required or permitted, or from the noto- They are men who will compare favorably with any class of men on 
rious,exclusive, continuous possession by the creditor, or other person deal- | the face of the earth. 


No nobility has inherited traits, there is in the 

<——- — aaa ot the personal property which is the subject-matter of | present or in past ages no chivalry that has shown more generosity than 
ptey. | the class of men who have been successful, East and West, North and 

A man who has more real estate in value than the debts he owes can | South, in the business and trade of the American Republi They 
not with safety turn it over to any man who holds his note, because | built our railroads, they covered the sea with our commerce, they made 
somebody may allege at any time within six months that he has done | our flag favored the world over, created the wealth and prosperity of 
it for an improper purpose; and that is a ‘‘transfer”’ that brings him | America. They built up this vast internal commerce, the creation of 


within the provisions of this bill. Who would dare to take from his | the past twenty-five or thirty years, the most remarkable creation of 
debtor a mortgage upon his property? You thus deprive the strug- | the human brain and of human knowledge which history shows. And 
. debtor of an opportunity to make available that which he has | to make an attack of the kind the Senator makes upon them is to make 
in honest discharge of his debts. What benevolent purpose is an attack upon the American character itself. 
served by that provision? Who is to be benefited by saying to the | These men are permeated through and through with the American 
debtor, “‘ You have got ; you must not put it in the hands of | spirit, with the American character, with the American traits, and one 
eee tonay your debts because at any time within six months | great part and characteristic of that character is generosity, kindness, 
may be alleged that that act was an act of bankruptcy?’’ Not one i and fellow-feeling for the poor. You can not put your hand upon a 
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name among that class of the leading promoters of this legislation to 
which the Senator from Colorado has referred which is not a name as- 
sociated wherever it is known with kindness, with generosity, with 
fellow-feeling. ‘They are men who have grown up from poverty, from 
want, from straitened circumstances. Such men are never deserving 
of such a character as the Senator has undertaken to apply to them. 

Now, what does this bill undertake to do in the involuntary = of 
it, which is the part the Senator has undertaken to criticise? It says 
exactly this, that when a debtor has become insolvent, is unable to pay 
his debts, there shall in the first place be reserved to him every particle 
of property, every interest, every right which the law of his own State 
protects against attachment or seizure on execution. Colorado may, if 
she sees fit, exempt the homestead to the amount of a million dollars 
of her debtors, and the United States bankrupt law can not lay its 
hand on it. It may exempt the farniture of the household; it may 
exempt the tools of the mechanic; it may exempt a capital to continue 
business. All that is left to the State. 

Then the second proposition is that the debtor, being honest and un- 
dertaking to perpetrate no fraud upon anybody, shall be discharged 
from every obligation he owes upon the face of the earth which, under 
the Constitation of the United States prohibiting any State from pass- 
ing a law impairing the obligation of contracts, can be done by no other 
authority but the authority of the National Government. That is the 
second feature of this ferocious and savage bill ! 

The third and the last thing is that it says that this property with 
which you are unable to go and pay your debts in full shall be equally 
divided among your creditors, instead of being seized by one under a 
State attachment, or being given to one by voluntary preference of the 
debtor; and that is all. That is the whole scope, purpose, substance, 
and intent of this bill. And is not that right? The Senator says he 
has taken up one clause—in my hearing since I have come in he takes 
up the clause wherein it says that if a debtor, being insolvent, unable 
to pay his debts in full, makes an assignment with or without prefer- 
ences, the creditors may come in, if they see fit, and put him into 
bankruptcy. : 

In other words, the law simply says to a debtor, all of whose prop- 
erty, all of whose estate belongs to his creditors and not to himself, he 
being bankrupt and the property not being within the exemptions of 
the State law, ‘‘ You shall not have the right in a matter which solely 
concerns your creditors and not in the least concerns you—because 
all this property that the assignment relates to is to be divided among 
the creditors—to substitute a man of your own who may be dishonest, 
or who may be fraudulent, who may be incapable, who may be irre- 
sponsible, and let him go on without any oversight, without any power 
controlling him in his place, without any right to make him account, 
except in the end, to the creditors whose property he is distributing 
among them—you shall not substitute him for an officer of the law 
whose responsibility is secured, in whose choice the creditors are con- 
sulted, and who is constantly acting under the supervision of the court.’ 
That is the main bloody feature of this bill which has excited the 
imagination of my honorable friend from Colorado! 

Why, Mr. President, if there be anything in this bill anywhere which 
can be construed into an oppression, or can be made in one case out of 
a hundred an instrument of oppression upon an honest debtor, let it 
be stricken out and amended, and no man will be more thankful than 
I to have that pointed out; and of course in so complicated a system 
as a bankrupt law new views and particular passages in such a bill will 
be disclosed and be suggested, as my honorable friend from Colorado 
has already pointed out one. 

But that is all there is of a bankrupt law. The old bankrupt law 
wiped out after the war the debts of more than one hundred thousand 
American citizens. My mail has been full while these measures have 
been proceeding with applications of debtors from all overthe country, 
poor men wanting to know what I think of the hope of the prospect of 
the passage of this relief, saying that they are waiting, ‘‘we failed so 
and so, or had this, that, or the other misfortune,’’ and they are wait- 
ing for the opportunity. Every one of these debtors whom the Senator 
from Colorado has described, and whom he professes to represent, is to 
be. condemned everywhere without this bankruptcy bill to the inability 
to go on with his business unless every single man to whom he owes a 
debt consents to discharge it. His life and the life of his family and 
household are at the alternative of poverty on the one side or fraud 
upon the other, 

Was it not becoming the wisdom and foresight of our fathers toinsert 
in the Constitution of the United States a power in the American Con- 
gress to remedy that state of things? 

Is it not becoming our statesmanship and our humanity and our in- 
telligence and our industry to attempt to devise a scheme, if we can, 
under which this class of our fellow-citizens shall find itself? Whena 
man is insolvent and can not pay his debts, is there a State on the face 
of the continent under whose laws his property does not belong to his 
creditors now and can not be wrested from him, with all the cost and 
expense of lawsuits, at the option of anysingleman? If there besuch 
a State, this bill respects the choice of that State and allows that ex- 
ception still to stand; it does not interfere with it; but if there be no 
such State, what hardship is there or can there be in saying simply that 








if you are unable to pay your debts, your property, which the law is to 
take from you and to seize, is to be divided equally among all your cred- 
itors rather than be given to the person whom you may prefer ? 

Mr. President, this particular attack that the Senator has made upon 
the bill is so unfounded that by the common law as it now exists such 
an assignment as he has referred to is void and may beset aside by any 
single creditor. It certainly isso in my State, and I presume wher- 
ever the common law prevails that an attempt by a debtor, unless 
there is a State law authorizing it, to convey to a trustee to defraud 4 
creditor his property to be sold and disposed of by the trustee and so 
removed from seizure or attachment or execution is void as in fraud 
of creditors. 

Mr. GEORGE. Does the Senator mean to say that by the common 
law an insolvent debtor can not convey his property or any article to be 
sold by his trustee within a reasonable time for cash, to be applied to 
the payment of his debts? Does he mean to say that is a principle of 
the common law ? 

Mr. HOAR. I mean to say that exact proposition. 

Mr. GEORGE. I understand the law very differently. 

Mr. HOAR. I had the honor myself of arguing that very question 
before Professor Simon Greenleaf, one of the greatest lawyers of this 
country, when I was alaw student at Harvard. Ispeakof it, of course, 
withont the assent of the creditors. 

Mr. GEORGE. Of course. 

Mr. HOAR. My proposition is that at common law as administered 
in most of the States of this Union, and certainly in my own, a man 
being indebted whom I might sue, whose property I might seize on 
attachment, on mesne process or execution, can not deprive me of my 
right to take his property and apply it to my use in the mode pointe: 
out by the law by substituting a method cf his own, to wit, 4 trustee, 
who is to take it, sell it, and apply it to me, or apply it to me in com- 
mon with other creditors, without my assent. That is my proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. GEORGE. That is not the common law of England. 

Mr. HOAR. I think it is. 

Mr. GRAY. I should like to say to the Senator from Massachusetts 
that the point he has just made has been decided in my own State in 
the direction which he has stated. 

Mr. HOAR. I had occasion as a part of my very early studies to in- 
vestigate that particular proposition to ascertain the state of the law 
upon that subject, and the law as I state it is the law of England and 
it is the law of nearly all the American States, I will not say without 
an exception. ‘There are some jurisdictions where, there being nothing 
to do but to pay over the property equally to certain creditors men- 
tioned in the assignment, the law presumes, what otherwise would be 
necessary, the assent of the creditors, and of course where the asseut is 
given in fact the thing will stand. 

So, Mr. President, I repeat that the Senator’s assault upon this bill 
on the point which he has madeagainst it relates toa transaction which 
would be void at the common law. But I do not propose to take this 
time in the afternoon, with these vacant seats, to go into a general dis- 
cussion of the bill. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, the trouble with the Senator from 
Massachusetts is that he assumes that the people he represents, espe- 
cially in reference to this bill, are the people of the United States. 
There never was a greater mistake than that. I have made no attack 
upon the merchants of this country. I assert here to-day that 3 per 
cent. of the men whom he has so highly indorsed—and every word of 
it I agree to—are not demanding this legislation. Some of them may 
have been cajoled into signing petitions; they may have submitted in 
boards of trade and chambers of commerce, when some astute and press- 
ing attorney, perhaps anxious for opportunities to distinguish himself 
in collection matters, has pressed upon them this measure, to resolu- 
tious; they may possibly, some of them, have put their names to papers; 
but 3 per cent. of them have not indorsed this suggestion in any way 
whatever. It is theclass of men to whom I referred, the men who are 
grasping, avaricious—who, as I said before, get as they may and keep 
as they can—that is the class of men who are making this effort. 

The honorable Senator says when a man becomes insolvent his prop- 
erty belongs to his creditors. Admitit. Thatis not what I am com- 
plaining of. I am complaining that this bill enables them to make 
men insolvent whoare not insolvent. Itis not a question of insolvency. 
The bill provides what shall be conclusive of the insolvency. A man 
may be worth ten dollars where he owes one, 2nd if he does certain 
acts provided for in this bill he is insolvent within the provisions of 
this law and his property will be seized, and rightfully seized under 
the law, and destroyed. 

Mr. President, I know something of the commercial world. I have 
had some opportunities to see thé men from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
who are engaged incommerce. I know that the great mass of them 
would take no advantage of provisions of this kind; but I know that 
in every community, in every State, there will be some who will take 
advantage of them; and I know that there is no merchant who deals 
with New York to any considerable extent, or with Boston, or any other 
great city, that will not find on the list of men of whom he has pur- 
chased goods and to whom he has become indebted some one who will 
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not have all the characteristics of mercy and sympathy spoken of by 
the Senator from Massachusetts when he described the merchants of 
the country. It is against those men that I want to protect the debtors. 

Mr. President, I do not represent the debtor class. I have not made 
any assertion of that kind. I do not represent a community of debtors, 
I want the Senator to understand, and I have no more interest in the 
debtors than he has. I have an interest in seeing fair play, and justice, 
and right, and prosperity in this country, which I do not believe can 
be had under this bill. 

It is a kind and fatherly bill, it is taking care of everybody, the Sen- 
ator says. - Why, Mr. President, the courts of the State and the nation 
are too slow, and this bill provides that the court of bankruptcy may 
sit at any time, and at all times, and anywhere that the judge pleases 
on givingreasonable notice. It is for the expeditious collection of debts; 
and if the Senator will so label his bill, and if the men who are demand- 
ing it will come here in their true colors, there will not be very much 
complaint, because there will be very little danger of its ever becom- 
ing a law. 

The honorable Senator’s mail may be full of letters from men who 
want to get rid of their debts. Ifit is, I will venture to say that the 
majority of them who are appealing for the passage of this bill are men 
who committed frauds on their creditors, for to the great credit of the 
class that he has mentioned in my long experience as a lawyer I have 
never found a single case of oppression in the honorable class that he has 
mentioned. I have found such cases, but they were not practiced by 
those who belonged to that class. Honorable men are always ready and 
always willing, when the debtor has surrendered his all, to give him an 
acquittance; and if these men are honest unfortunate debtors they will 
get their acquittance. The bill is not in their interest; it is in the in- 
terest of a speedy and hasty collection of debts. I admit every man 
ought to pay his debts; no man believesin that more than I do; but I 
understand the way business has been transacted in this country men 
are expected to grant relief, and the merchants whom the Senator de- 
scribes are ready and willing to do so with a few exceptions. 

I complain of this bill because it puts it in the power, not of the men 
he eulogizes, not of the men that he thinks are so benevolent, but of 
the men that I described, a little small force it may be, but powerful 
for evil under this bill. Under the color of Federal law they can seize 
the property of every man in this country and nine out of every ten 
can be put into bankruptcy under the bill. Public credit will be de- 
— in this country and disaster will follow, as it followed the bill 
0 . 

The honorable Senator does not pretend that there is anything new 
in this bill save the simple matter of detail, the simple question of ap- 
plying the law, the simple matter of fees. All the evils of the act, all 
the frauds of the act, all the injustice of the act of 1867 are here, and we 
are asked to repeat that which we declared by the almost unanimous 
vote of the national Legislature a few years ago ought not to remain 
upon the statute-book. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, the bulk of what the Senator says is 
based on his apprehension of what might be done under this bill by a 
harsh or dishonest creditor, which I utterly deny, because the bill care- 
fully provides against any such possibility. He tries now to have the 
law remain without a bankruptcy bill. What then? A manufacturer, 
for instance, fails. What is the process? He may have three thou- 
sand workingmen. Every one of them has got to bring a suit to claim 
his debt by law, making a separate bill of costs and separate suits. 
The only way to prevent that is to have a voluntary payment and a 
voluntary composition with the creditors. Now, the voluntary com- 
position with the creditors can not take place without the creditors’ 
assent. 1t is certainly in the power of a shark to put a man into bank- 
ruptey, to compel the division of his property equally and cheaply 
among all his creditors. It is much more in the power of the shark 
who get the benefit of the seizure under execution of the property to 
get first grip on the whole. The debtor can not get rid of the 
debt without the shark’s consent; but when he is under a bankruptcy 
bill, in spite of the objection of the creditor he can get a discharge from 
all his debts. 

Mr. TELLER. I would suggest tothe Senator that in all the States 
that I know of we have insolvent laws. We have a method by which 
theunfortunate man can take his goodsand apply them to the payment 
of his debts. 

Mr. HOAR. He can not be discharged. 

Mr. TELLER. He gets discharged in that State. 

Mr. HOAR. Not from the debts in other States. 

_ Mr. TELLER. It is perfectly good in the State where his creditors 
live. As between him and the creditors in that State, it is all right. 
Further than that, when a man owes one of these sharks he can go to 
the other creditors and say, ‘‘I will pay this man off; I have got three 
of these fellows; I can pay this one to-day, and that one to-morrow, 
and the next one next week.’’ Under this bill the payment of any one 
will allow the other two to come upon him and destroy his credit and 
his existence as a merchant. 

Mr. HOAR. That can be done without this bill, because the other 
two can sue him, make their costs, and take execution on his property. 

Mr. TELLER. They can not seize his property. 
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Mr. HOAR. Yes, they can on their execution. The Senator says 
although we have insolvent laws now in our States, the New York and 
Massachusetts sharks who want to get the last pound of flesh out of 
the Western gentleman can put their Colorado debtor into insolvency 
under the Colorado system or whatever the State may be where they 
have insolvent lawsand can wipe out all the debts of the creditors in 
his own State. What then is the result? Under the present system, 
under the Colorado law if you have an insolvent law in Colorado, you 
have taken all the man’s property away from him, you have discharged 
him of the debts he owed to his neighbors and friends and acquaintances, 
and you have left him at the mercy of the Eastern sharks whose claims 
the Colorado authorities can not discharge. 

Mr. TELLER. They donot put him into bankruptcy. 
difference. 

Mr. HOAR. I thought the Senator said in answer to my last prop- 
osition that they have insolvent laws. Then I said you can not give a 
discharge. Oh, yes, we discharge him from debt in hisownState. That 
was the resort of the Senator. Now, my proposition is that if that 
be true, where do you leave the unfortunate debtor persecuted by his 
creditor? You leave him with his property taken from him, for when 
he goes into insolvency I suppose he gives up his property if the pro- 
ceeding is honest; and you leave him with his own neighbors and friends, 
whether they get much or little of their debts, with their debts gone, 
and he all his natural life at the mercy of creditors in other States. 

Mr. President, there is not a particular in which this bill is not better 
for the debtor, as it is better for the creditor, than any State law under 
the Constitution of the United States can possibly be unless in the sin- 
gle case where the debtor desires to secure a fraudulent keeping of his 
property for himself or a fraudulent preference of one creditor over 
another. 

Mr. TELLER. So far as I know there are no provisions in any in- 
solvent laws of the States of the character of this bill. The insolvent 
laws do not allow the creditor to destroy the credit and seize upon the 
property of debtors upon such pretenses as are set forth in this bill. 
There is a wide distinction between the insolvent laws of every State 
and this bill. And as to fraudulent assignments, in all the history of 
the country there were never so many fraudulent transactions as oc- 
curred under the bankrupt act of 1867. A bankrupt law opens the door 
for a fraudulent debtor and closes it against the honest and deserving 
debtor. 

Mr. HOAR. That I do not say is mere railing, for that is nota 
proper word, but mere rhetoric. There is nothing in the biil to war- 
rant that assertion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLuMB]. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let it be reported. 

The Secrerary. In line 5 of section 9 it is proposed to strike out 
“‘may’’ and insert ‘‘shall;’’ so as to read: 





That is the 


Sec. 9. That any debt, demand, or property claimed by the trustee shall be 
sued for in such court, either State or Federal, as the bankrupt would have been 
entitled to resort to in enforcing the same clatm: Provided, That the court of 
bankruptcy shall in any case, where the jurisdiction of the State and Federal 
courts is concurrent, direct that the suit shall be brought in the State court. 


Mr. HOAR. That amendment I gave notice that I would assent to, 
but that I wanted to add at the end of the section a particular excep- 
tion; and I desire it to stand over until the Senator who offered it shall 
see it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be passed over for the pres- 
The reading of the bill will proceed. 

The Secretary read section 10 of the bill. 

Mr. PLATT. Ido not know that I understand this section, but it 
seems to me that the same difficulty which occurred in section 8 runs 
through section 10, and I do not know but that it runs through the 
whole bill. 

_ That appeals may be taken from the district to the circuit courts in all cases 
in equity. 
Does that provide for appeals in the Territories from the Territorial 
courts? 
Mr. HOAR. That leaves that to the general law in regard to Terri- 
torial courts and the courts of the District of Columbia. Ido not think 
the tenth section requires any change, because that only provides for 
| certain equity appeals from the district, which is the bankruptcy court, 
| to the circuit court; but the supreme court is the bankrupt court in 

each Territory and in the District of Columbia. I do not understand 
that the section requires any change. 
Mr. PLATT. Then there will be no appeal in the District of Co- 
| lumbia or in the Territories? 
| Mr. HOAR. No. 
The Secretary read sections 11 and 12 of the bill. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 


Clerk, returned to the Senate, in compliance with its request, the bill 
(S. 722) for increase of pension to Mrs. Ellen M. Boggs. 


j 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
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the enrolled bill (H. R. 8762) making appropriations to supply defi- 
ciencies in the appropriations for public printing, pensions, and pay of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886; and it was there- 
upon signed by the President pro tempore. 

EXECUTIVE ‘SESSION. 

Mr. INGALLS. If it would not be disagreeable Yo the Senator from 
Massachusetts, I move that the Senate now proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Kansas moves that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consider- 
ation of executive business. After thirty-eight minutes spentin ex- 
ecutive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock and 4: minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, May 26, at 
12 o’clock m. 





NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate the 25th,day of May, 1886. 
CONSUL OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Henry Gillman, of Detroit, Mich., to be consul of the United States 
at Jerusalem, vice Selah Merrill, suspended. The nomination of Nageeb 
J. Arbeely, heretofore nominated to the Senate for the above position, is 
this day withdrawn. 

COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 

Weston Howland, of Massachusetts, to be collector of customs for the 
district of New Bedford, Mass., vice John A. P. Allen, commission ex- 
pired. 

John J. Finch, of Ohio, to be collector of customs for the district of 
Sandusky, Ohio, vice Clark Rude, commission expired. 

RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 

Alexander H. Baker, of Grand Island, Nebr., to be receiver of public 
moneys at Grand Island, Nebr., vice William Anyan, resigned. 

Amos J. Harris, of Osborne, Kans., to be receiver of public moneys 
at Kirwin, Kans., vice Robert R. Hayes, resigned. 

Ezra Ww. Miller, of Elk Point, Dak., to be receiver of public moneys 
at Huron, Dak., vice Robert , commission expired; in lien of 
previous nomination of Miller, vice Lowry, suspended. 


For promotion in the Army. 
SECOND REGIMENT OF CAVALRY. 
First Lieut. Colon Augur, to be captain, January 9, 1886, vice Spauld- 
ing, promoted to the Fourth Cavalry. 
Second Lieut. Alonzo L. O’Brien, to be first lientenant, January 9, 
1886, vice Augur, promoted. 
FOURTH REGIMENT OF CAVALRY. 
Capt. Edward J. Spaulding, of the Second Cavalry, to be major, Jan- 
uary 9, 1886, vice Mizner, promoted to the Eighth Cavalry. 
EIGHTH REGIMENT OF CAVALRY. 
Maj. John K. Mizner, of the Fourth Cavalzy, to be lieutenant-colonel, 
January 9, 1886, vice Sweitzer, promoted to the Second Cavalry. 
FIFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
First Lieut. Charles E. Hargous, to be captain, May 12, 1886, vice 
McDonald, retired from active service. 
Second Lieut. Charles A. Churchill, to be first lieutenant, May 12, 
1886, vice Hargous, promoted. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 18, 1886. 
UNITED STATES CONSULS. 

H. M. Jewett, of Massachusetts, to be consul of the United States at 
Sivas. 

Francis H. Wigfall, ot Baltimore, Md., to be consul of the United 
States at Leeds. 

Charles H. Wills, of Glymont, Md., to be consul of the United States 
at Managua. 

SPECIAL EXAMINER OF DRUGS, ETC. 

William G. Austin, of Louisiana, to be examiner of dru 
medicines, and chemicals in the district of New Orleans, in the State 
* of Louisiana. 

COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 

William A. Mahoney, of Florida, to be collector of customs for the 
district of Fernandina, in the State of Florida. 

John J. Maguire, of Florida, to be collector of customs for the dis- 
trict of Pensacola, in the State of Florida. 

John F,. MeDonnell, of Florida, to be collector of customs for the 
district of Saint Mark’s, in the State of Florida. 

RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 


Lawrence L. Aune, of Fergus Falls, Minn., to be receiver of public 
moneys at Fergus Falls, Minn. 
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REGISTERS OF LAND OFFICES. 
Thomas F. Cowing, of Fergus Falls, Minn., to be register of the Jang 


William P. Christensen, of Olivia, Minn., to be register of th, 


INDIAN AGENT. 
Charles Hill, of Santee, Nebr., to be agent for the Indians of 1) 


POSTMASTERS. 
J. Holmes Patton, to be postmaster at Brownsville, Fayette 
ennsylvania. 
J. A. C. MeOune, to be postmaster at Shippensburg, Cumberland 


Josephene Hopkins, to be postmaster at Glen Allen, Henrico Cow 
Virginia. 
William R. Dodge, to be postmaster at Gouverneur, Saint Lawr. 


James Halligan, to be postmaster at Canajoharie, Montgomery ( 
New York. 

James F’. Robertson, to be postmaster at Culpeper, Va. 

Frank B. Patchen, to be at Silver Creek, N. Y. 

John A. Thomas, to be postmaster at Moravia, Cayuga Count 
York. 

J. Bennett Weyant, to be postmaster at Haverstraw, Rockland Con: 
New York. 

Benjamin F. Vail, to be postmaster at Warwick, Orange County 
New York. 

Charles F. Young, to be postmaster at Columbia, Lancaster Coun: 
Pennsylvania. 

Andrew Flanagan, to be postmaster at Astoria, in the count; 
Queens and State of New York. 

Lathrop 8. Taylor, to be postmaster at Clyde, Wayne County, Nev 
York. 

James P. Owen, to be postmaster at Camden, N. Y. 

Robert Simpson, tobe postmaster at Wheeling, in the county of Ohio 
and State of West Virginia. 

Richard J. Ashby, to be postmaster at Charleston, in the county of 
Kanawha and State of West Virginia. 

Patrick J. Rogers, to be postmaster at Piedmont, in the county of 
Mineral and State of West Virginia. 

Winfield S. Hammaker, to be postmaster at Findlay, in the county 
of Hancock and State of Ohio. 

Martin V. Gibson, to be postmaster at Upper Sandusky, in the count; 
of Wyandot and State of Ohio. 

Robert J. McNally, to be postmaster at Keeseville, in the county 0! 
Essex and State of New York. 

James M. Hubbell, to be postmaster at Potsdam, in the county | 
Saint Lawrence and State of New York. 


Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 25, 1886. 
DISTRICT JUDGE. 
Henry F. Severens, of Michigan, to be United States district judge 
for the western district of Michigan. 


UNITED STATES MARSHAL. 


W. Lee Dinkins, of Mississippi, to be marshal of the United States 

for the southern district of Mississippi. 
POSTMASTERS. 

Thomas J. Watt, to be postmaster at Columbus, in the count; 
Muscogee and State of 

Robert W. Speer, to be postmaster at Denver, in the county of Arap- 
ahoe and State of Colorado. 

Miles J. Fimlen, to be postmaster at Streator, in the county of 1. 
Salle and State of TMHinois. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, May 25, 1886. 


The House met at 1lo’clocka. m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. \’ 
H. Mirsvey, D. D. 
On motion of Mr. CRISP, the reading of so much of the Journal of 
the of "yesterday as related to the introduction of bills « 
resolutions was with. The remainder of the Journa! 0! 
moe var was read and approved. 


BILLS REFERRED. 

The SPEAKER, under therale, laid before the House the followin: 
Senate bills; which were severally read a first and second time, «10 
referred as follows: 

The bill (S. 924) granting a pension to Ellen Shea—to the Commit!’ 
on The bill (8. 964) Mrs. Martha F. Wood 

to grant a pension to ¥. ram—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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The bill (S. 722) for increase of pension of Mrs. Ellen M. Boggs—to | 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
The bill (S. 161) granting a pension to Ann 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


E. Tew—to the Commit- 


The bill (S. 1064) for the relief of James E. Walter—to the Committee | 


on Claims. 


The bill (S. 1184) granting a pension to Jane D. Mumford—to the | 


Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


The bill (S. 1582) for the relief of Alpheus R. French—to the Commit- | 


tee on Pensions. 
The bill (S. 2149) granting an increase of pension to Herman Baum- 
hager—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
The bill (S. 2113) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah Young—to the 
on Invalid Pensions. 
The bill (S. 2105) granting a pension to Henry B. Very—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


The bill (S. 1958) granting an increase of pension to Addison A. Jack- 


son—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


The bill (S. 1826) granting a pension to Andrew J. Burrell—to the | 


Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1825) granting a pension to Elizabeth Forgey—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1660) granting a pension to Samuel E. Tracy—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2437) providing in certain cases for the forfeiture of wagon- 
road grants in the State of Oregon—to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following House bills 
with Senate amendments; which were severally referred as follows: 

The bill (H. R. 5038) for the relief of Stephen Sauer—to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (H. R. 3546) granting a pension to Amanda Housell—t8 the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bili (H. R. 6975) to establish additional life-saving stations—to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

PERKINS VS. THE UNITED STATES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter froin the assistant 
clerk of the Court’of Claims, transmitting a copy of the order and find- 
ings of fact by that court in the case of Thomas T. Perkins, adminis- 
trator, inst the United States; which was referred to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. CLEMENTs, for ten days. 

To Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, during the present week, on account of 
illness. 

To Mr. CRAIN, for one week, on account of sickness in his family. 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will appoint as managers on the part of 
the House of Representatives in the conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. 4838) to abolish certain fees for 
official services to American vessels, and to amend the laws relating to 
shipping commissioners, seamen, and owners of vessels, and for other 
purposes, the gentleman from Maine, Mr. DINGLEY, the gentleman from 
Arkansas, Mr. DunN, and the gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. McMIt- 
LIN, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. GREEN, of North Carolina. Regular order! 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is called for. The regular order 
is the call of committees for reports. 


ARTHUR KILL BRIDGE. 


Mr. CRISP, from the Commiitee on Commerce, reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 121) to authorize the construc- 


tion of a across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill, 
and to ish the same as a post-road; which was referred to the 


— Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
prin 
ARMS FOR THE STATES. 

Mr. CUTCHEON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back with amendment the bill (H. R. 1686) to repeal certain provisions 
of the act approved March 3, 1875, relating to the purchase of arms 
for the use of the States; which was referred to the House Calendar, 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

OFFICIAL LETTER-BOOKS OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back 
favorably —— resolution (S. R. 19) directing copies of the official 
letter-books of the executive department of the State of North Caro- 
lina to be furnished to said State; which was referred to the House 
Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC PARK AT NEWPORT, R. I. 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Military Affairs, also reported 

back with amendment the bill (S, 1154) to authorize the city of New- 
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| port, R. L., to use the site of Fort Geeene as a public park; which was 
| referred to the House Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
| to be printed. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE 
| On motion of Mr. WELLBORN, by unanimous consent, the Com- 
| mittee on Indian Affairs was discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill (S. 2222) te authorize the Cheyenne and Northern Railway 
| Company to build its road across the Fort Russell and Fort Laramie 
military reservations; and the same was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

ADMISSION OF DAKOTA. 
Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee on the Territories, reported 
| back favorably the bill (H. R. 8120) to enable the people of the State 
| of Dakota to form a constitution and State government and to be ad- 
| mitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
| of the Union, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BAKER. On behalf ofa minority of the Committee on the Ter 
| ritories, I ask unanimous consent to present in writing their views upon 
the bill just reported. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, leave will be granted to 
file the views of a minority of the committee, to be printed with the re- 
| port of the majority. 

There was no objection. 


| 
| 





ADVERSE REPORT. 

Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee on the Territories, also reported 
back adversely the bill (S. 967) to provide for the admission of the State 
of Dakota into the Union and for the organization of the Territory ot 
Lincoln; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
| the State of the Union, and the accompanying report ordered to bx 
printed. 

Mr. BAKER. In this case also I ask leave to present the 
a minority of the committee. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, leave will. be granted, 
and the views of the minority of the committee will be printed with 
the report of the majority. 

There was no objection. 

DIVISION OF PAKOTA TERRITORY. 

Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee on the Territories, also reported 
back adversely the bill (H. R. 7377) to divide the Territory of Dakota 
and to establish the Territory of North Dakota; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and the 
accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee on the Territories, also reported 
back adversely the bill (H. R. 8472) dividing Dakota Territory, estab- 
lishing the Territory of North Dakota, -and providing a temporary gov- 
ernment therefor; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Unien, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Iask unanimeus consent that dissenting members 
of the Committee on Territories may have leave to file their views in 
regard te each of the bills reported from that committee this morning. 

The SPEAKER. In the absence of objection that leave will be 
granted, and the views of the minority in each case will be printed 
with the report of the majority. 

FEDERAL OFFICIALS IN THE TERRITORIES. 

Mr. BOYLE, from the Commitice on the Territories, reported back 
adversely the bill (H. R. 2883) concerning the appointment of Federal 
officials in the Territeries; which was laid on the table, and the ac- 
companying report ordered to be printed. 


Views ol 


ARKANSAS, NEW MEXICO AND PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. DUNN, from the Committee on the Territories, reported, as a 
substitute for H. R. 8758, a bill (H. R. 9107) to incorporate the Ar- 
kansas, New Mexico and Pacific Railroad Company, and for other pur- 

poses; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 

printed. 

House bill No. 8758 was, by unanimous consent, laid on the table. 

JAMES SAVERCOOL. 

Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 6824) granting a pension to James Sav- 
ercool; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

MARGARET S. FAIN 

Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with amendment the bill (H. R. 260) for the relief of Mar- 
garet S. Fain; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

JACOB CASE. 
Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
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ported back favorably the bill (H. R. 8835) granting a pension to Jacob | favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8698) for the relief of p. 


Case; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 
ABRAHAM P. GRIGGS. 


Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back favorably the bill (H. R. 8834) granting a pension to Abra- 
ham P. Griggs; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

JOHN MILLER. 


Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions,also reported 
back with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8836) granting a 
pension to John Miller; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

JOHN BUCHANAN. 


Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8827) granting a 
pension to John Buchanan; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


AARON GARRIS. 


Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8830) granting a 
pension to Aaron Garris; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


B. FRANK PATTERSON. 


Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1390) for the relief of 
B. Frank Patterson; which was referred tothe Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

ZEBULON 8. TOMPKINS. 


Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 2067) for the in- 
crease of pension of Zebulon S. Tompkins; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


MARGARET D. MARCHAND. 


Mr. PIDCOCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with favorable recommendation the bill (S. 226) granting 
@ pension to Margaret D. Marchand; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac- 
compapying report, ordered to be printed. 

JOSHUA ARMSTRONG. 

Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 2027) granting a pen- 
sion to Joshua Armstrong; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with adverse recommendations bills of the following titles; which 
were severally ordered to be laid on the table and the accompanying 
reports oa namely: 

A bill (H. R. 5756) granting a pension to Anson G. Carpenter; 

A bill (H. R. 5450) granting a pension to Elizabeth C. Wilson; 

A bill (H. R. 3637) granting a pension to John Vincent; 

A bill (H. R. 508} granting a pension to Mary M. Carr; 

A bill ir R. 6559) granting a pension to Phebe Campbell; 

A bill (H. R. 4225) granting an increase of pension to Sidney Kemp- 
ton; 

A bill (H. R. soae} granting a pension to William H. Krautz; 

A bill (H. R. 3639) granting a pension to Isaac Pratt; 

A bill (H. R. 5842) granting a pension to Letitia Carr; and 

A bill (H. R. 1070) granting a pension to Sophia Chambers. 


JONAS SCHOONOVER. 

Mr. ELLSBERRY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with amendments the bill (H. R. 8663) granting an increase of 
pension to Jonas Schoonover; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

LIBBIE C. MONTIS. 


Mr. ELLSBERRY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1836) for the 
relief of Libbie C. Montis; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


P. GOUGH EDELIN. 
Mr. SHAW, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with a 


Gough Edelin; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS P. MORGAN, JR. 

Mr. SHAW, from the Committee on Claims, also reported back wit) 
a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 972) for the relief of Thomas 
P. Morgan, jr.; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM THOMPSON. 

Mr. LYMAN, from the Committee on War Claims, reported back with 
amendments the bill (H. R. 6754) for the relief of William Thompson: 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM ANDERSON. 

Mr. LYMAN, from the Committee on War Claims, also reported back 
witha favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8376) for the relief of 
William Anderson; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS FOSTER AND LEONIDAS SMITH. 


Mr. LYMAN, from the Committee on War Claims, also reported, as 
a substitute for the bill H. R. 6481, a bill (H. R. 9108) for the relief 
of the owners and occupants of Camp Tyler, Cook County, Illinois: 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

House bill No. 6431 was ordered to be laid on the table. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. LYMAN, from the Committee on War Claims, also reported back 
with an adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 4729) for the relief of 
George Hill, jr.; which was ordered to be laid on the table, and the ac- 
companying report printed. 

AMERICAN BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Mr. LYMAN, from the Committee on War Claims, also reported back 
with an adverse recommendation the bill (S. 472) for the relief of the 
American Board,of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Rev. Worcester 
Willey and Esther Smith; which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
adverse report, ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE W. GRATITAM. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 2378) for the relief 
of George W. Graham; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The call of committees iscompleted. If there be 
no objection the Chair will recognize gentlemen to make reports who 
were not in their seats when their committees were called. 

There was no objection. 


PAYMENT TO CHEROKEE INDIANS. 


Mr. PEEL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill (H. 
R. 9109) to equalize the per capita payment made to Cherokee Indians 
out of the $300,000 appropriated to them March 3, 1885, and for other 
purposes; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 


TREATY WITH MEXIvO. 

Mr. MAYBURY, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported 
back with an adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 1513) to carry 
into effect a convention between the United States of America and the 
United States of Mexico, sii on the 20th day of January, 1883. 

The SPEAKER. Is it desired that this bill shall go on the Cal- 
endar? 

Mr. MAYBURY. Yes, sir. : 

The SPEAKER. As this is a matter affecting the revenue, the bill 
will be referred to the Union Calendar. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HEWITT obtained unanimous consent to present the views of 
the minority, to be printed with the report of the majority. 

Mr. MAYBURY. I am instructed by the committee to ask that 50 
eee een 
The SPEAKER. That can not be at this time. 

RESERVE AGENTS. 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Banking and Currency, re- 
ported back bills of the following titles; which were laid on the table: 

A bill (H. R. 6791) to amend section 5192 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United to reserve agents; and 

A bill (H. R. 2320) to add Nashville, Tenn., to the list of ‘‘reserve’’ 
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cities mentioned in sections 5191 and 5192 of the Revised Statutes of 


the United States. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Banking and Currency, also 
reported, as @ substitute for the bill H. R. 2320 and 5791, a bill (H. 
R. 9110) to amend sections 5191 and 5192 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States; which was referred to the House Calender, and the 
accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


UNITED BRETHREN, OF TYRONE, PA. 


Mr. KLEINER, from the Committee on War Claims, reported back 
with an adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 2044) for the relief of 
the estate of the United Brethren in Christ, of Tyrone, Pa.; which 
was laid on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be 

rinted. 
URGENT DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. RANDALL. I rise to present a conference report. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses da 
the am of the Senate to the bill of the House (H. R. 8762) making ap- 
propriations to — deficiencies in the appropriations for public printing, 
pensions, and pay the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886, having 
met, after full and free nee have to recommend and do recommend 
to their ive Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate numbered 1 and 5, and agree to the same. 

That the recede from its disagreement tothe amendment of the Senate 
numbered 2, and to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
the matter Seomeoet ter the amendment insert the following: ‘‘and the Court of 
Claims; ” and the Senate agree to the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Senate 
numbered 3, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
the sum proposed insert the following: ‘‘ $231,500; and the Senate agree to the 


same. 
That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen- 
ate numbered 4, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 


In lieu of the matter proposed by said amendment insert the following: 
the Court of Claims, Ke 
A 


nd the Senate agree to 


“For 


the same, 
SAM. J. RANDALL, 
BEN. LE FEVRE, 
LOUIS E. McCOMAS, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
W. B, ALLISON, 
*, M. COCKRELL, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


The statement by the conferees on the part of the House was read, 
as follows: 


The managers on the part of the House of the conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
on making appropriations to supp! deficiencies in the appropriations for 
public ting, pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year 1886, submit 
the following statement in exp on of the accompanying report. 

The effect of the action recommended is as follows: 

On amendments 1, 2, 3, and 4: $231,500 will be given to meet a deficiency in 

the SOO, oo poe ee ee cane as qo For 
; nt, $5,000; ury Department, $24,000, and 

for the Court of Claims 250." 

The sum 


of proposed for printing and binding for the Library of Con- 
gress will be ines from the bill, 


On amendment 5: Will make a direct appropriation of $200,000 from the Treas- 
ury to meet a defi on account of pay of the Army for 1836. 
The total amount of the bill as agreed upon is $6,431,500. 
SAM. J. RANDALL, 
BEN. LE FEVRE, 
LOUIS E. McCOMAS, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. RANDALL. I desire to make only a brief statement. 
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Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering bills 
raising revenue, and pending that motion Iask unanimous consent that 
at5o’clock this afternoon the House take a recess until half past 7 0’clock 
this evening; the evening session to be devoted to general debate upon 
the pending bill, no other business to be transacted. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Speaker, I have no objection to that motion, 
but 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest to the gentleman in charge of this bill 
that a vote may be reached in time to make an evening session unnec- 
essary. 

Mr. HATCH. Of course, if it is possible to reach a vote on the bill 
to-day before 5 o’clock, or by that time, I shall not ask forthe evening 
session. 

The SPEAKER. In that case the House can adjourn. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Speaker, I have no desire to obstruct the 
consideration of this bill, and I do not object to the request of the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Harcn], but to-day and to-morrow 
were set apart for the discussion of the bill known as the free-ship bill, 
and because the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] who is in 
charge of the legislative appropriation bill told the chairman of the 
committee and myself and others on Friday last that he would not in- 
terfere with the free-ship bill to-day, we gave way for some portion of 
the time on Saturday, and I and others who desired to speak on the 
free-ship bill waited until to-day. 

The committee are perfectly willing to give way to-day, provided 
they can have to-morrow; or, I venture to state as the sentiment of 
the committee, that they will give way on both days if they can have 
unanimous consent for any other day this week. 

Mr. RANDALL. I think the latter is preferable. I do not suppose 
that the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] desires for a moment 
to obstruct legislation in connection-with any subject by pressing the 
appropriation bill; but it is desirable that that bill should be consid- 
ered promptly, and if I were at liberty to make a suggestion it would 
be that the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] submit first the 
proposition to set apart another day for the discussion of the free-ship 
bill, and let us go on with the appropriation bill to-morrow. If, how- 
ever, the House does not consent to that, I, as one of the members of 
the Committee on Appropriations, would not feel warranted in voting 
to press the legislative bill as against any other legislation that seems 
to have the right of way and is in progress of consideration. 

Mr. HAMMOND. We not only have the right of way, but we have 
an express understanding. 

Mr. Chairman, with the view of trying to arrive at some adjustment 
that will avoid any conflict before the question is taken on the motion 
of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HAtcH] to go into Committee of 
the Whole, I ask unanimous consent that on next Saturday, after the 
reading of the Journal, the free-ship bill may have the right of way for 
the whole of that day, and that the hour for calling the previous ques- 
tion upon it be fixed at 4 o’clock p. m. on that day. 

Mr. WELLBORN. Mr. Speaker, Saturday has been set apart for 
the consideration of business reported from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, whiletime is being distributed in this 
way I want to call attention to the fact that the 13th of April was set 
It has been in order ever since 








amendment of the Senate in relation to the printing and binding for | to call up that bill, and I do not want any understanding reached here 


the Li was found not to have come through the channels prescribed 
by law was rejected by the conferees. 

The amount awarded in the conference report of $2,500 for the print- 
ing of the Court of Claims grows out of a large increase of business in 


that court, the result of the enactment of what is known as the Bow- | 


man act. 

The controversy as to the amount necessary for the Army for the year 
1886 was of this nature: The Department recommended a transfer 
from the appropriations of 1885, so as to be used in the year 1886. 
That the Senate with unanimity objected to stating that each appro- 
— should show on its face the amount chargeable to each particu- 

year, and there is force in that position. The figures would show 
amount of appropriations for the pay of the officers and en- 
that year was about $12,205,000. The addition of $200,- 
000 would make it for 1886 $12,405,000, which is less than the amount 
that the House for the approaching fiscal year, the exact 
figures for the same being $12,542,639. 46. 

The increase for the pay of the Army over the amount appropriated 
the fiseal year 1886 arises from the fact that the discharges from 
the Army of enlisted men during the current year have been and will 
be compelling an increase in pay to enlisted men for 
1886 over 1885 of $112,000; for retained pay, $24,000; travel pay and 

$30,000, and clothing, $40,000. 
With this statement, I ask that the report be agreed to. 
The coda the committee of conference was agreed to. 
Mr. ALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the report 
was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


? 


that will preclude me from calling that bill up to antagonize any other 
measure that may be urged upon the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [[Mr. REAGAN] objects 
to the request of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND]. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Speaker, that being objected to, I desire to 
sec whether we can not have to-morrow assigned for the discussion of 


| the free-ship bill. 


Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman will agree to get through with 
the bill on Saturday I shall not object. 

Mr. RANDALL. I give notice that the Committee on Appropria- 
ttons will ask for Friday. 

Mr. HAMMOND. We will help you to get that. I desire, Mr. 
Chairman, to see whether we can not get to-day or to-morrow assigned 
for the further consideration of the free-ship bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. In view of the understanding that was reached on 
Saturday last in regard to the action to be taken with regard to these 
two measures, the bill now pending and the free-ship bill, it seems to 
me that the Committee on Appropriations ought not to insist upon oc- 
cupying either to-day or to-morrow; but I shall have to insist that as 
early as possible after to-morrow the legislative bill shall be taken up, 
for it is known to be a very tedious bill, and it ought to be disposed of 
and sent to the Senate as soon as possible. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] 
asks unanimous consent that on to-morrow after the reading of the 
Journal the House proceed to the consideration of the bill known as the 
free-ship bill, and that the previous question be considered as ordered 
upon it at 4 o’clock. 

A MemBer. That has been already agreed to. 


Mr. HATCH. I object to that, Mr. Speaker. I can not make that 
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agreement now. As I have already said, if it is possible to close the 
disenssion on the pending bill to-day I shall be very glad to do so. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I thought I had that agreement with the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. HATCH. No. I have said that as soon as I can confer with the 
members of my committee, under whose instructions I am acting in the 
conduct of this bill, I shall be very glad to make any agreement that 
will be satisfactory and fair. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I understood the gentleman to be satisfied that 
we should have to-morrow if we would yield him to-day without a 
contest. 

Mr. HATCH. 
committee. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I misunderstood the gentleman. 

Mr. RANDALL. Then, Mr. Speaker, the only way to settle this 
matter is to come to an understanding that after the pending bill is 
disposed of the right of way shall be given to the free-ship bill, as it 
is called, for one day. 

Mr. WELLBORN. I shall object to that. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. That we will fight for, all of us. 

Several Mempers. ‘‘ Regular order!’ 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded. The regular 
order is the motion of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HatcH], 
that the House now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the 
purpose of considering bills raising revenue. 

The motion was agreed to. 

‘The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. SprIncER in the chair. 


IMITATION BUTTER PRODUCT. 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of considering bills for raising revenne. ‘The business 
under consideration is the bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter; also im- 
posing a tax upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, 
and exportation of oleomargarine. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, what has become of the remainder 
of my time? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock] 
is entitled to the floor for the remainder of his hour. 

Mr. HISCOCK. How much is that? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thirty-five minutes. 

M eetie dees I yield twenty minutes to my colleague [Mr. Mu- 
LARD]. 

Mr. MILLARD. Mr. Chairman, in the earlier days of this session I 
had the honor to submit to this House a memorial signed by seven thou- 
sand constituents of mine asking for this legi which, together 
with the bill I introduced, was referred to the tural Committee. 
In behalf of those constituents, whom I am cet aay nap ene 
floor, I desire to thank the Committee on Agriculture for reporting 
with promptness = bill which is before us for our 


consideration. 
It is claimed by Se ee 
tutional; that eae 


no power to levy a tax upon oleomargarine 
except for the purpose of raising a revenue. This in substance is the 
burden of the objection eee —— aa 

While I have great respect for opinions alaaeen 
I am not prepared to acquiesce in any such construction 
of the Constitution. T believethis bill is entirely within its provisions. 

Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution provides that Congress shall 
have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises to pay 
the debts and ide for the common defense and welfare of 
the United States, but all duties, impests, and excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States. 

It will be observed that this section provides not only for the laying 
and collection of taxes for the payment of debts, but for the common | consumer 
defense and general welfare of the United States. 

Now, Mr. if this provision of the Constitution means any- 
thing, it means that every community has a right not only to protect 


I have not so stated cither to the gentleman or to the 


NS ee against the manufact- 
ure and sale of an unhealthy and eee 
it can not do it directly it may do it indirectly. is the 
first law of nature, and is as to nations as individuals. 
Sa only the protection of the Ameri- 
can dairyman cub thaahdies wathenny tek ter da 
atnetaanenteahiieges 


But, sir, if it be true that such a tax can not be imposed except for 
the purpose of raising revenue, put this measure squarely upon that 
nd. Place o and all kinds of bogus butter upon the 


it was $1,303,034,056. Our annual are more than $300,- 
000,000. The estimated for the next fiscal year are 
$323,911,394, and should pass the Blair educational bill this 
sum would be increased fully $80,000,000, : 
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Thesubstitute for butter known as oleomargarine, if made accord; 
to the formula of Mege, the original inventor, may be wholesome, and 
it may not be; I am not preparedtosay. But this I do know, tha 
oleomargarine that is being manufactured and sold to-day in all of 
great cities is not made in accordance with Mége’s patent. If you w)| 
take the trouble to visit the Patent Office you will find that nearly {,;, 
hundred patents for the manufacture of imitation butter have been j, 
sued since 1872, the date of the of the original patent. That 
in the place of margarine oil more than fifty kinds of acids and che: 
ical ingredients are used. Nitric acid, sugar of lead, castor oi 
phate of lime, mustard-seed oil, cotton- seed oil, and the Lord only ki 
what—vegetable oils mixed with grease, lard, and the fat of anima!s 

Nitric acid is used for the purpose of removing the peculiar odor 
grease and lard, and it is a startling fact that there is no power under 
the heavens by which you can tell whether the lard was taken from 
healthy or diseased animal. Sir, it is impossible to imagine a more 
colossal fraud; and yet it is said that we have no power under the (op- 
stitution to the public against it. If this be true, I have los; 
Se respect for the Constitution of our fathers, and the sooner the {,¢: 

understood the better. 

* The right to manufacture and sell an unwholesome or fraudulent ar- 
ticle of food should be prohibited, not taxed. Thisoleomargarine husi- 
ness is a bad business. It is conceived in fraud and brought forth ip 
iniquity, and the sooner it is exterminated the better it will be for us 
I would make the manufacture and sale of all kinds of bogus butter 4 
criminal offense and the offender punishable as the counterfeiter of 
your currency. Legally or morally I can see no difference between 
one who deliberately manufactures and puts upon the market a spu- 
rious and unwholsome article of food and the man who counterfeits 
your United States greenbacks. 

Mr. Chairman, we have had during this session no question before 
us of greater importance. The dairy interest of the United States is 
one of the largest and most important of all our industries, and I wil! 
exclude none. Itisabsolutely the mostimportant. More than five mill- 
ions of our people are engaged in and devoted to it. The dairy product 
of the United States last year was worth more than $500,000,(00 
There is invested in the dairy business of the State of New York to- 
day more than $300,000,000. I doubt whether there ever was a more 

stupendous swindle ‘than this bogus butter business. It not only robs 
the farmer and of the fruits of their skill and labor, but it 
ly. They are its victims. More than 
pounds of this stuff is manufactured and sold annually, 

and sold not for what it is, but for what it is not. 

There is not a dealer of oleomargarine in the country that could suc- 
cessfully prosecute his business if he were to sell his product for wha 
it is; and I know of no one who prefers oleomargarine to butter. | 
defy any one but the most skillful expert or learned chemist to t¢!! 
you which is the spurious and which is the genuine article. 

Yet, sir, we are repeatedly told that Congress can not interfere in this 
matter; that it has no power under the Constitution to protect either 
the dairyman or the ic. We can enact laws to American 
labor Against the pauper labor of the Old World; we can protect the 
cotton and woolen manufactures of New England and the sugar in- 
dustry of Louisiana, but we can not protect the American farmer. Mr. r. 
Chelona, this is the logic of the distinguished gentlemen who op) 
this bill. 

Sir, such declarations are simply and it is not the first 
time the Constitution of the United States has been invoked to defeat 
important moe ey Let us not anticipate the decision of the United 
States Supreme Court. Let us enact the law, and if Mr. Armour and 
his oleomargarine friends believe the measure to be unconstitutional 
he has his remedy. ‘The court is always open for the adjudication of 
just such questions as this. So far as I am concerned I have no doubt 
as to the power of Congress in a matter of this kind. Whether the 
aaa enn man he has aright to demand that he shal! 


be those who sell him food, and that a spurious and 
i injurious entiale shall ast be off upon him as a genuine article. 
This right is to him by the higher law and existed prior to 
= of the United States. 


ee if a law could be enacted that would compel the man- 
butter to sell it for what it is there would be 0 
but it can not be done. Of the thirty- 
the manufacture 
years the Legislature 
York has been ~ , heer W this re- 
Sir, we reached a point in 
history of this traffic when forbearance has ceased to a, 


a 


| 
hes 


country must be 
That the statement which I make is 
have but to consult the facts and figures «' 
foreign countries for the past five years. 
Tho Ameriean dehrymam chenld eapply tho butter and checeo markets 
The finest dairy districts of England and France produce 
aelles See tae Sores tee oa Vermont, 
But the manufacture 











1886. 





— 


of oleomargarine is not only destroying our domestic market, but is 
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It is further claimed that the effect of this tax will be to unjustly 


ruining our foreign trade. In 1880 we exported 39,236,658 pounds of | discriminate against the oleomargarine interest in favor of the dairy in- 


putter; last year the United States exported 21,683,148 pounds; a fall- | terest. 


ing off within a period of five years of almost 50per cent. In 1880 the 


United States exported 19,844,256 pounds of oleomargarine or imita- 


tion butter, worth $2,582,640; last year we exported upward of 37,- 
00,000—an increase of 17,000,000 pounds of imitation butter, and 
within a period of five years. These are very significant figures, and 
demand the most careful consideration. England no longer comes to 
America for her butter and cheese. 

She imports annually more than $50,000,000 worth of butter, but less 
than 10 per cent. is made in the United States. She imports annually 
more than $25,000,000 worth of cheese, 75 per cent. of which comes 
from countries other than the United States. England alone last year 
imported from the United States more than 25,000,000 pounds of oleo- 
margarine, every pound of which not only took the place of so much 
butter, but in most instances was palmed off upon the English people 
a3 the genuine product of the American dairy. Sir, it is no wonder 
that Hungary and Germany have closed their ports agains’ the American 
farmer. The good name of our Government is involved, and we owe it 
to ourselves, to the honor and integrity of our Government, to put a 
stop to this business. Mr. Chairman, I am heartily in favor of the 
pending bill. I believe it to be not only constitutional, but the only 
legislation that will be able to preserve the great dairy industry of the 
country. 

Mr. Chairman, I return to the gentleman from New York [Mr. His- 
cock] so much of the time yielded to me as I have not occupied. 

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock} 
agreed to yield to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HersurN] and my- 
self what time he had left. 

Mr. MILLARD. I yield the time, then, to those two gentlemen. 

Mr. CANNON. How much time is there left? 

The CHAIRMAN. There are seven minutes of the time which was 
yielded to the gentleman from New York [Mr. MILLARD] and fifteen 
minutes besides. 

Mr.CANNON. The from New York [Mr. Hiscock] who 
isnot now in his seat told me he would yield the remainder of his time 
tothe gentleman from Iowa and myself; and I understood the division 
would be one-half to each of us. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will then divide the remainder of the 
hour of the gentleman from New York between the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Cannon] and the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN]. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, this bill levies a tax of 10 cents a 


pound compounds sold as imitations and counterfeits of butter. 
It pro the machinery by which the tax shall be collected throngh 
the in office, the effect of which is to give notice to all 


the world that such compounds are not butter, but purport to be what 
they are in fact, namely, oleomargarine i The report ac- 
companying this bill from the Committee on Agriculture is a valuable 
one, short, terse, and full of information as to the articles used in the 
manufacture of these imitations of butter. I read from the report as 
follows: 

That among the articles and ingredients used in the manufacture of such imi- 
mic uci, butyric ach, gly ce Nitric acid, sugar of lead, sulphate of lime, ben- 
caul 


sulphuric acid, tallow, 
a, « . juice, curcumine, chlorate of potash, per- 
ide of magnesia, nitrate of soda, 


cnyario pulphite of po rote, Save ane 

. , caustic 
potash. oil of sesame (or benne), turnip-seed oil, oil of sweet almonds, 
Wow pian sheep, or calves, mustard-seed oil, bicarbonate of , bor- 


<li, chum, evwe’ wadern, aul ceda, tatinnccous 
flour, carbolic acid, slippery-elm bark, olive oil, broma chloralam, oil of peanuts, 


The report also states that this bogus butter is not only disastrous to 
the dairy interest and to all branches of agriculture indirectly, but 
detrimental to public health. It alsostates the amount of these spuri- 
ous compounds manufactured annually in the United States to be about 
a ; and the cost of the product to the manufacturer 


é 


be from 7 to 8 cents a pound, and the cost to the consumer to be 
about equal with the price of genuine butter. Putting the average 
price of at 18 cents a pound and the price of the bogus butter 


at 15 cents, we have a profit divided between ee 
dealer aggrega’ oO 
it compounds 


i 
; 
; 
| 
2 
§ 
: 
; 


the counterfeit butter which passes into the 


See nie tal cei, first, that we have no power under 
the ‘to levy a tax upon oleomargarine. I need not reply 
. Thesame power under which banks, incomes, 
Whisky, and tobacco are or have been taxed is sufficient to authorize 


‘not. 








Mr. Chairman, in reply I have to say that you can not levy a 
tax without benefiting some one and injuring somebody; and, so far as 
building up and protecting interests is concerned, it has been the policy 
of the Government from the commencement to sc levy taxes as to pro- 
mote a diversity of industries; and gentlemen know that practically we 
never consider a tax bill but we try to adjustit so as to effect the greatest 
good to the greatest number, either directly or in the end. 
system of taxation is constructed upon that basis. The agriculturists, 

who constitute the great foundation of industry—nearly one-half of our 
whole population—have for nearly a century submitted to taxation 

which tended to give a diversity of industries, and have rarely asked 

for taxation that would tend to benefit them directly. They now ask 
that such a tax shall be levied upon this spurious, counterfeit product 

as will place a brand upon it so that it shall be known by all persons 
and in all markets for what it is, instead of being known for what it is 
It is objected that the proposed tax is too high and that we do 
not need the revenue. 

Mr. Chairman, in reply I call attention that the proposed tax is not 
so great as that upon the product of corn when it is made into whisky, 
or upon tobacco, or upon many articles imported to this country. 
Under the law now in force each peck of corn, of the value of 8 cents, 
when made into whisky pays 90 cents—a tax eleven times the cost ot 
the product. Leaf-tobacco, of the value of from 2 to 10 cents a pound, 
pays a tax of 8 cents a pound when manufactured. If gentlemen think 
we are getting too much revenue it is perfectly competent to reduce 
internal taxation upon other articles or to remove taxes in whole or 
part upon some of the articles we import. 

Mr. Chairman, the ¢ry is raised that this tax upon bogus butter will 
oppress the poor man. I have had a great many letters and petitions 
from the masses of the people asking for this legislation, and not one 
from the laboring people against it. This bogus butter is made very 
largely in Chicago and other greatcities by wealthy manufacturers, who, 
with the dealers in the same, makea profit of many millions annually, 
a profit that is founded upon passing to the consumer as true and gen- 
uine that which is bogus and counterfeit. These are the men who have 
protested and are protesting against the passage of this bill. These are 
the men who out of this traffic are gathering their millions annually, 
and who suddenly become the friends of the laboring men and in their 
name make protest. The laboring men can speak for themselves; they 
are speaking, and in speaking ask this legislation. 

Mr. Chairman, gentlemen who suppose that the laboring man de- 
sires to buy this bogus article, believing it to be genuine, for the same 
or a little iess price than he would have to pay for butter are mistaken. 
Laboring men wanta fair wage for theirlabor, and then wanta genuine 
article for their money and are willing to pay a fair price for it. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. CANNON. Iwant a moment longer to say that if the agricult- 
urist is to prosper permanently he realizes that he must change his 
methods in farming; he must diversify his pursuit or wear out the 
soil. In my own State of Lilinois I believe is to be found the best soil 
in the world, but even there the farmers are aware that thirty or forty 
years successive cropping to corn and small grains is wearing out the 
soil. We are compelled to rotate crops, and depend less upon corn for 
a profit and more upon the product of the dairy. From every stand- 
pointand from every interest, except that of the few manufacturers who 
make oleomargarine and the few dealers who sell it, this legislation is 
desirable. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I have ten minutes’ time which I would be glad 
to reserve until my colleague [Mr. FREDERICK] takes the floor in his 
own right, after the gentleman from Georgia, at which time he has 
promised to yield me twenty minutes, and then I can take the half 
hour and submit my remarks on the pending bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can reserve his time, there be 
ing no objection. 
Mr. HAMMOND. 


Our whole 


I will take the floor in my own right now. 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Georgia is entitled to the 
floor and will proceed. 
Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, on yesterday, supposing the sense 


of the House to be largeiy in favor of this bill, I presumed I would 
have no chance to make a speech on it to-day. I thought the previous 
question would be called and the bill closed out at once. I may sub- 
mit now in deference to those in charge of the bill that considering the 
pressure of public business it seems to me they are giving much too 
great time to this discussion. Having an hour, I intend to consume 
but ten minutes of my time, because I believe this discussion should 
be stopped. 

I mean, of course, not that I shall not yield the time to any gentle- 
man who may wish it, but that I shall not occupy much time myself. 

I desire simply to present in direct form the issue between me and 
the gentlemen upon the other side. I did not say that this bill was 
unconstitutional. I said that the man who voted for it because he 
desired to raise taxes, if thet was his purpose, could cast an honest 
vote for it without violating the Constitution; but that the man who 
voted for it, not to raise a tax, but only to suppress one industry in the 
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Constitution to a base purpose. 
gentlemen who say they care naught for the Constitution. 
beyond redemption. 

I do not know whether the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock] 


would like to have himself so classed; but I will read his language and 
let others place him where they think the language properly makes 


him take position. He said, speaking of this subject: 


Because it is only bought because the consumer does not know of the fraud 


that is being practiced upon him and is ignorant of what he purchases, do gen- 
tlemen tell us, then, that in enacting this tax law we are violatin 
tion? Well, Mr. Chairman, if we are, I will take my part, and I hope you will 
take your part in violating the Constitution in voting for the passage of this bill. 

That might have been considered a slip; but later on he said: 

If it (oleomargarine) is so unwholesome that when advertised no man will buy 
it, I shall have no sorrowing over my share in the violation of the Constitution 
of my country by the votel shall give in favor of this bill, and that should not 
afford a reason why it should not be taxed. 

It gives ne pain, Mr. Chairman, to hear distinguished gentlemen talk 
in that way about the Constitution of thecountry. As I understand it, 
when one has a doubt about the Constitution authorizing a particular 
vote, he should give the benefit of that doubt in favor of the constitu- 
tional limitations upon which the American system is founded. 

If he can say, when his constituents wish a thing done, he will take 
it to be constitutional, and if it be a violation of the Constitution will 
take his part in the violation, he with his great learning and ability 
may keep himself from harm, but his influence will teach the people 
to despise the Constitution. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock ] further 
said, the fact that two-thirds of the States of the Union had passed 
bills to prevent the sale and manufacture of oleomargarine was an ar- 
gument in favor of this bill. I reply that it is, on the contrary, an ar- 
gument in favor of my position, that this-is proper legislation if coming 
from a State, but at least doubtful legislation when coming from Con- 


gress. 

I overheard the other gentleman from New York [Mr. MILLARD] 
speaking this morning saying something about the “‘higher law.’”’ I 
could not catch the sentence, but I know of none higher than the Con- 
stitution. In it alone is the ark of safety for the weak against the 
powerful, for the poor against the rich, for private sights against mo- 
nopoly and the greed of corporations. And that man who would de- 
prive me of that weapon in the fight for my rights, either by breaking 
it from my hand or blunting its edge, is a public enemy. 

The gentleman from New York [ Mr. Hiscock] further said: 

It has always been conceded by —— statesman, or Jess, who has ever dis- 
cussed a tax law, that it was proper to discriminate in favor of, protect, if you 
please, one industry if it needed it as against another. 

It has never been conceded by anybody, whether ‘‘ statesman, or less,’’ 
that such things were proper. But that the gentleman may not be mis- 
understood, I again emphasize his position by reading another sentence 
of his speech: 

I refer to it in and urge it as a power that we have, as a duty that is im- 
posed upon us here, to so legislate, so tax, that industries of this kind—industries 
which ought not to prosper, industries that if we the power, the constitu- 
tional power, we ought to strike down and out of existence—should pay their 
proportion of the taxes for the support of this Government. 

As I understand him, he has quit the system of levying customs du- 
ties to protect our industries from foreign competition, and comes now 
within our own realm, and declares that whenever thinks one 
industry bad it may make it extinct by a vote on this floor and the 
Senate of the United States. Such a doctrine to me is monstrous. 

The first speech which I ever had the honor of delivering in this 
House was in part against the report of the Committee on Patents, 
which received no favor here, in which they used this language: 

It is the paramount interest of the Government to protect innocent pur- 
chasers of manufactured goods from deceptions, frauds, and countless imposi- 
tions, 

I replied: 


That is not true. This Government has naught to do with the protection of 


purchasers of manufactured goods. It ovght not to have; that work properly 
belongs to the several States. 


And so the House voted. ButI will not rest entirely upon my own 


opinion, nor do I care to go back to the Supreme Court reports, which 


are full of authority upon this subject, but I wil ask the Clerk to read 
an extract from a speech delivered on the 2d October, 1820, at Faneuil 


Hall by “the Great Expounder.’’ The Clerk will read the passage 
marked. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


He certainly thought it might be doubted whether Congress would not be 
acting somewhat against the spirit and intention of the Constitution in exercis- 
ing a power to control essentially the a and occupations of individuals 
in hele petvate concerns, @ power to force great and sudden changes both of 
occupation and property upon a as incidental to the exercise of 
any other power, but as a substantive and direct power, If such were 
wrought incidentally only,and were the mescenaty aepepuasnteas impost 
as Congress, for the leading purpose of revenue, enact, then they could 
not be complained of. But he doubted whether ——— a, possessed the 

wers of turning the incident into the principal, instead of leaving manu- 
actures to the protection of such laws as should with a primary re- 
gard to revenue, of enacting laws with the avowed of giving a preference 
to particular manufactures with an entire to considerations of 


revenue; and instead of laying such imposts as would best answer the 
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of raising revenue with the least burden on the public, carrying the impost o 
certain articles to a burdensome excess with a full knowledge that the incre 
of duty will diminish the amount of revenue raised. _—— 


Mr. Chairman, that is the declaration of Webster, that whey ,,,. 
comes to vote for a tax bill the question is put to his conscience. “Te 
the tax needed—shall I vote for this bill to raise the tax?” If it is, });)) 
honestly intended to raise the tax, all right; but if it is a bill to strij,, 
down one industry in favor of another, it is all wrong. ‘Choose y, 
this day whom ye will follow, God or Baal’’—Webster or Hiscoc};. 

I yield five or ten minutes, as he may desire, to the gentleman jr, 
Pennsylvania [Mr. CurTIN]. 

Mr.CURTIN. The first time I had the honor to address this Hoy, 
in the first Congress to which I was elected I denounced the w)}), 
system of internal revenue, its means of collection, its enlargement o; 
power of the courts of the Government, and the system of espionage 
by which it was conducted and collected. This bill is a bill for j,. 
ternal revenue, and my colleague from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Scorr] says 
that a convention of men in the production of butter have jp. 
timated to this House that the butter produced called oleomargarine j, 
impure and its sale should not be permitted. And if all the yentle. 
man from New York [Mr. Hiscock] says is true, it is poison to ql) 
the people who use it. 

Mr. i , Lam in favor of this bill, and will advocate it to the 
extent of a fair and just examination as to any-article of food used by 
the people of this country; but I am opposed to excluding that artic/e 
of food from the people of the country by means of taxation. Taxa- 
tion is a burden upon the people. Legislation should not be made to 
tax an article out of existence if it contributes to the general welfare 
of the people or the enjoyment of life, liberty, or the pursuit of hap- 
piness. The question should be dealt with in a fair, open, and manly 
manner. If this is an evil, correct it in the proper manner. Do not 
meet it by the imposition or indirection of an onerous tax, but let 
this Government go straight to the mark; and if there is in this coun- 
try produced an article of food which the poor will buy that is injuri- 
ous to health or spreads contagion, as the tleman from New York 
has said, let us legislate it out of existence by an examination such as 
the bill provides for and by adopting measures that will prevent its 
being given to the people. 

It is true the dairymen did hold a convention. They wished to ai- 
vance their sideof the question. Thatis to their profit and their busi- 
ness. It will be to wy non if they can exclude this article from 
competition with their industry. Mr. Chairman, we are all mortal; 
and in the struggle for wealth, and power, and consequence it is not 
strange that.the men who produce buttershould combine in their con- 
vention and indicate to this House what they should do to exclude from 
the use of the people an article which gives cheap butter to those who 
can not buy their dear, expensive production. 

I know full well how much the farmer has done for thiscountry. | 
know equally well how much he has developed the resources of the 
new country dedicated to the people from the overflow of the Eastern 
States by the States of Virginia, North Carolina, and Connecticut, and 
the‘almost prophetic wisdom of the purchase by Mr. Jefferson of the 
vast territories from France which make up the homes of so many Amer- 
ican citizens. All that may be true; but, Mr. Chairman, there are not 
cows enough in America to supply all the e with butter, unless 
you put it at a price the poor man in his ties can not reach from 
the means of the payment of his labor. The best butter in Pennsy)- 
vania sells for a dollara pound. It is purchased by the wealthy. In 
the butter produced all over this country there is.an admixture of po- 
tatoes and carrots and beets, which give it weight and color. Why not 
inquire into that? By a process now patented people can take stale, 
rancid butter and convert it into what seems like a good article of food. 


‘Why not go for that? If you go down to the market and find a man 


who sells the butter made in this way, if he is an honest man he will 
tell you, ‘‘I will sell you butter with 60 cent. of milk and 40 per 
cent. of lard, and I defy the most refined and exquisite palate—the 
palate of a member of Congress—to detect the difference between that 
butter selling at 15 cents and the butter selling at 25 cents.”’ 

Lard is not unwholesome. You all use lard; if you do not now you 
used it in your earlylife. It is used in cooking everyday. And where 
a man is not able to butter at an extravagant price he will use the 
lard. is w except to the Hebrew. [Laughter.} |! o! 
you in your boyhood used lard. You fried your potatoes, &c., in the 
lard. And the poor mam to-day uses the lard because in its cooking 
properties it is equal to butter. When you get the lard mixed with 
the milk you get butter, and not the unwholesome compound product 
ive of the contagious diseases which the distinguished gentleman from 
New York represents. : 
Mr. Chairman, a convention of dairymen has been heard upon this 
subject; let us now have a convention on the other side of the ques 
tion. As to the dairymen, of course they have consulted their own 12 
terests. That is inevitable. It is an infirmity of humanity. We are 
all selfish, and the dairymen, notwithstanding the simplicity of thet 
life, are not exempt from the common weakness. They meet 
and propose that this article of cheap food shall be excluded 
the market. In that they consult their own interest. But tura 
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now to the other class who are chiefly interested in this question, the 
laboring men of the country. They want butter as much as you gen- 
tlemen do; they buy this butter and subject it to the severest exami- 
pation, and they find it acceptable food. Now, I say if this food is 
impure, if it is unwholesome, if it breeds disease, let us so declare, and 
legislate accordingly. But let not this great Government attempt to 
tax this food out of existence. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe the whole system of internal taxation is 
wrong, unjust, and not needed by this Government, and I do most de- 
cidedly object to making any addition to it. And as to the quality of 
this food, after all, Mr. Chairman, it is the American man who must 
judge of what he shall eat and give to hisfamily. The average Ameri- 
can man is quite capable of judging whether butter made in this man- 
ner is good or bad for him—whether it is a wholesome article of food or 
whether it is a source of contagious disease. With my experience of 
life I am willing to submit that to every American citizen as what is 
best for himself and family, and the Congress of the United States can 
neither regulate his independence of action nor appetite. I admit, hovy- 
ever, that it is the right and duty of the Government to inquire into the 
wholesomeness of this food, and to make the inquiry as strict as may 
be, but even if investigation shows that it is not fit food for the people, 
let us not attempt to destroy it by taxing it out of existence. The more 
you tax the American man the less he likes it. [Laughter.] As to 
food, there is a great variety of taste. When I wasabroad I saw a man 
on the Neva, from the frozen regions of the North, eat a tallow candle, 
and he looked as happy and cheerful and complacent and smiled-as 
pleasantly as my friend the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock ] 
and my colleague from Pennsylvania would after an elaborate dinner 
at Delmonico’s. [Laughter. ] 

Let us not attempt to regulate this matter by taxation. - I admonish 
my friends on this floor that there is in this country an organization 
numbering a million of members which meets in convention to-day in 
the city of Cleveland. Thank God the proceedings of that great organ- 
ization—republican in form, within the Constitution and the law, con- 
servative in all its operations—will be controlled by my friend Pow- 
derly, and its action will be in the interest of labor in this country 
without interfering with the rights ofcapital. Now, that organization 
desires that this legislation shall not pass. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Hiscock] has told us that the seats of members have been 
piled high with literature recommending the passage of this bill. Sir, 
I have piles of literature opposing its passage, and I allege that if you 
enact the taxation which this bill proposes it will do much to deprive 
the members of the great organization to which I have referred of a nec- 
essary article of food; and I warn you if you pass this law that you 
do not provoke the hostility of the men who labor and require cheap 
food for themselves and families. [Applause. ] 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee rose informally, when a message from the Senate, by 
Mr. McCook, its Secretary, announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendments, in which the concurrence of the House was requested, 
bills of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 6397) making appropriations to provide for the expenses 
of the government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1887, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (H. R. 7167) for the relief of Mrs. Maria Hunter. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment House bills of the following titles: 







A bill (H. R. 16) granting a pension to Nancy Ribble; 
A bill (H. R. 413) granting a pension to George Schaefer; 
A bill (H. R. 424) to pension Giles C. Hawley; 
A bill (H. R. 515) granting a pension to Althea A. Frasner; 
A bill (H. R. 550) to restore to the pension-roll the name of Adam 
A bill (H. R. 567) granting a pension to Mary A. Little; 
A bill (H. R. 1184) granting a pension to Stephen Gardner; 
A bill (H. R. 1330) granting a pension to Martin Taylor; 
fe. bill (H. R. 1576) granting an increase of pension to Thomas All- 
A bill (H. R. 1585) for the relief of Mrs. Margaret Colbath; 
A bill (H. R. 1592) for the relief of Sarah A. Vaughn; 
A bill (H. R. 1816) granting a pension to Mary Ann Miller; 
A bill (H. R. 3193) granting a pension to Mrs. Edna Roberts; 
A bill (H. R. 3205) granting a pension to George W. Guyse; 
A bill R. 3326) granting a pension to Thomas Simpson; 
A bill (H. R. sees} for the relief of Catharine Johnson; 
A bill (H. R. 3982) granting a pension to John Pennington; 
A bill (H. R. 4462) granting a pension to Martha Downs; 
A bill (H. R. 4490) granting a pension to H. W. McDonald; 
A bill (H. R. 4631) granting a pension to Mary Merrill; 
A bill R. 4976) for the relief of Tobias M. Coon; - 
A bill (H. R. 5127) granting a pension to Mary A. Ripley; 
A bill R. 5961) granting an increase of pension to Cyrus Vigus; 
-A bill R. 5995) granting a pension to David T. Elderkin; 
A bill (H. R. 6003) for the relief of John H. McClelland; 
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A bill (H. R. 6126) granting a pension to Henry G. Ballinger; 
A bill (H. R. 6192) granting a pension to Mary Norman; 

A bill (H. R. 6331) granting a pension to George Anna Lippe; 
A bill (H. R. 6650) granting a pension to Samuel Robbins; 

A bill (H. R. 6655) granting a pension to Stokeley D. Dagley; 
A bill (H. R. 6688) for the relief of William Bishop; 

A bill (H. R. 6776) granting a pension to Catharine Thenn; 

A bill (H. R. 6780) granting a pension to Henry 1. Havens; 
A bill (H. R. 7118) for the relief of Bailey Hascall; 

A bill (H. R. 7298) for the relief of Charles Schuler; 

A bill (H. R. 7300) for the relief of Randolph Seaman; and 

A bill (H. R. 7617) granting a pension to Solomon J. Grissom. 
The message also announced that the Senate had passed bills of the 


following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 


A bill (S. 356) granting a pension to Samuel Hanson; 

A bill (8S. 859) granting a pension to Charlotte O’ Neal; 

A bill (S. 898) granting a pension to William A. Penfield; 

A bill (S. 1112) granting a pension to Phebe H. Meech; 

A bill (S. 1181) granting a pension to Margaret E. Pierce; 

A bill (S. 1421) granting a pension to William IH. Weaver; 

A bill (S. 1492) for the relief of Ellen Sadler, sister of John Sadler; 
A bill (S. 1493) for the relief of Jesse H. Strickland; 


A bill (S. 1626) granting a pension to John Reed, sr. ; 

A bill (S. 1627) granting a pension to Mrs. M. C. Miles; 

A bill (S. 1635) granting a pension to John Rasler; 

A bill (S. 1642) granting a pension to William F. Harmon; 

A bill (S. 1654) granting a pension to Joseph Mays: 

A bill (S. 1673) granting a pension to Charles G. Paris; 

A bill (S. 1766) granting a pension to William Brentano; 

A bill (S. 1779) for the relief of John P. Taylor; 

A bill (S. 1783) granting an increase of pension to George Bliss; 
A bill (S. 1844) granting a pension to Orrin P. Cooley; 

A bill (S. 1852) grantingsn pension to Mrs. Jane R. McQuuaide; 


A bill (S. 1853) granting a pension to Isabella Jessup; 
A bill (S. 1960) granting a pension to James W. McCroskey ; 
A bill (S. 1999) to establish an additional land district in the State 


of Oregon; 


A bill (S. 2009) granting a pension to David A. Ireland; 

A bill (S. 2028) granting a pension to E. 8. Bishop; 

A bill (S. 2039) granting a pension to Ira Miller; 

A bill (S. 2046) granting a pension to Elizabeth Marshall; 

A bill (S. 2098) for the relief of Rosella E. Hibbert; 

A bill (S. 2111) granting a pension to Jacob Smith; 

A bill (S. 2129) granting an increase of pension to John W. Wills; 

A bill (S. 2130) granting an increase of pension to John C. Miles; 

A bill (S. 2147) granting a pension to George Faulk; 

A bill (S. 2151) to pension Bartola Thebant, a soldier in the Florida 
Seminole Indian war of 1849 and 1850; 

A bill (S. 2159) granting a pension to Mrs. Almira Ambler; 

A bill (S. 2160) granting a pension to Mary J. Hagerman; 

A bill (S. 2163) granting a pension to Powhattan B. Short; 

A bill (S. 2183) granting a pension to Hiram R. Ellis; 

A bill (S. 2229) for the relief of William C. Shimonech; 

A bill (S. 2253) granting a pension to Elizabeth Sirwell; 

A bill (S. 2255)-granting a pension to Patrick Finagan; 

A bill (S. 2333) granting a pension to Byron R. McIntyre; 

A bill (S. 2334) granting a pension to Isaac Ransom; and 

A bill (S. 2335) for the relief of the heirs of Malitty Rose. 

The message further announced that the Senate requested the House 
of Representatives to return to the Senate the bill (S. 722) for increase 
of pension to Mrs. Ellen M. Boggs. 


IMfLTATION-BUTTER PRODUCTS. 


The Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union re- 
sumed its session. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, I now yield ten minutes to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [| Mr. KELLEY }. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, when I had the honor of presiding 
over the deliberations of the Committee on Ways and Means of the 
Forty-seventh Congress two deputations appeared cach several times 
before that committee to protest against the cheapening of certain food 
products. One of them was headed by a distinguished representative 
from New York, Mr. Jacobs, who claimed to represent the greatest 
dairy district of the country. He and the deputation he led appeared 
for the purpose of protesting against the manufacture of oleomargarine, 
and I have never forgotten one of his vigorous statements in support of a 
rate of taxation that would be prohibitory. It was that the manufact- 
ure of this objectionable article had reached such perfection that no test 
that could be applied by science or the human senses could distinguish 
it from the best gilt-edged butter ever produced from a churn. 

It was not possible for me to abstain from asking him whether, if his 
statement were true, it did not establish the fact that cleomargarine 
was pure butter. I can not with propriety repeat the precise language 
of his reply admitting the truth of the suggestion, because it involved 
an unparliamentary expletive. [Laughter. ] 
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The protest of the other deputation was against permitting the manu- 


facture of sugar or sirup from corn or sorghum. 

The allegation by which the demand for prohibitory taxation in this 
case was sustained was that sugar sirup from corn or sorghum was pro- 
motive of Bright’s disease, and that we should avail ourselves of the tax- 
ing-power to prevent the production of these articles from anything but 


tropical cane. In each case the application was for an internal tax in- 
volving the use of a stamp on the cheaper commodity. Iwas then, as 
Iam now, opposed to adding to the resources of a Treasury that so over- 
flows with revenue as to require us to erect United States court-houses 
where no courts are held and custom-houses where no customs are col- 
lected, and the appointment of commissions to inquire whether the beds 
of certain supposed streams had better be deepened and broadened into 
navigable proportions or be so smoothed down to make the bed of a 
railroad. [Laughter. ] 

We do not want any additional revenue, and I agree with Thomas 
Jefferson, who earnestly and continuously protested that internal taxes 
were an infernal system and incompatible with a republican policy. 
Thus believing, I have from the day the war closed steadily demanded 
the repeal of internal taxes, and I will not now vote to establish one. 
Were Ia member of a State Legislature whose treasury was empty I 
would vote for any law to ascertain the purity and regulate the sale of 
any of these new grades of butter. The subject belongs to State Leg- 
islatures and not to Congress. If, as the friends of this legislation in- 


sist, dairy butter and that article can not be distinguished by science 
or the human sense the people should have access to the cheaper arti- 
cle, and the State should see to it that adulteration be prevented; but 
it is not for the General Government to do it. 

If we enter this field of regulation where will the end come? Can 


Congress prohibit men of science from making new discoveries? Can 
it prohibit ingenuity from making new inventions? Can it deliber- 
ately assume as a duty resistance to mental and material progress? 

I am opposed to all such schemes, sir. (Jy legislative life draws to 
itsclose. Its best and ripest years have been devoted to the promotion 
and development of a system the tendency and effect of which is to 
utilize all the material resources of my country and in developing them 
and bringing them into useful forms, to provide employment for the 
idle, to give remunerative industry and independence of character to 
every man and woman, to quicken every faculty which may be made 
useful to its possessor and available in a country of highly diversified 
industries and therefore of manifold employmentsfor the people. And 
having devoted my mature life and the energy of my concluding years 
to this labor, I will not vote to add to the corrupting overflow in our 
Treasury in order to say that our material resources shall not be further 
developed, that our people shall not have cheap food and that employ- 
ment may not be created for intelligent girlhood, vigorous manhood, 
and old age—employment adapted to the necessities of each period of 
life. 

In conclusion, I thank the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] 
for his courtesy in giving me this time, and I desire so far as I heard 
his remarks this morning to say ‘‘ditto’’ tothe gentleman from Geor- 
gia. [Applause. ] 

Mr. HAMMOND. I recognize the compliment of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania with pleasure. I now yield five minutes of my 
time to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. MrLis]._ . 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chairman, Chief-Justice Marshall well said, the 
power to tax is a power to destroy. It is that attribute of the taxing 
power which is invoked by the friends of this bill. It is not their de- 
sire to carry out the objects of the framers of the Constitution, to impose 
taxes to raise revenue to carry on the administration of government. 
Our fathers supposed when they were creating this Federal Govern- 
ment and prescribing the limitations to its powers that they were creat- 
ing a government to take care of our people in all controversies with 
foreign peoples, and a government that would determine all differences 
between the several States and the citizens of the several States. They 
believed they were able to establish a government that would guard 
the rights of all, protect the lives, liberty, and property of all, and pro- 
tect all in the pursuit of happiness. 

The corner-stone upon which they erected the edifice was the virtue 
which they supposed would reside in the hearts of theirchildren. They 
knew well if the limitations which they prescribed against the encroach- 
ments of power were not to be aaediomne the Constitution would prove 
but a rope of sand. When the powerof taxation is invoked not to raise 
revenue but as an engine of destruction to crush out a legitimate in- 
dustry, and when Congress responds to that invocation abuses the 
power of taxation and blots out of existence a branch of industry that 
for the time may be — or less popular than its rival, that virtue 
which was supposed would keep the covenants of the Constitution is 
gone. When we have so far retrograded that we refuse to observe these 
landmarks of right, there is nothing left but the code of the highway- 
man that might makes right. 

The Supreme Court told us a few years ago that the power to tax is 
the power to raise revenue for public purposes; and when it is used for 


any other purpose it is — robbery. They said totake from one 
man and give to another by taxation was not legislation but a decree 
of confiscation. 

“ 


Sir, if I were in the Legislature of my State, and this subject 
should be brought before it, | would do as my friend from Georgia { My. 
HAMMOND] said that his State had done: I should favor compelling the 
manufacturers of this product to brand it with a stamp showing its 
real character, to expose it, so that all fraud would be eliminated fro), 
it, and if the people with the facts before them want tobuy and eat the 
oleomargarine they will do it with a full knowledge of what it is 9; 
they can let it alone. 

But, Mr. Chairman, that is not what this measure proposes. Y oy 
are not protecting the people against a fraud, but you are proposing to 
use the power of the Government to do what under the sanatitatic on 
you have no right to do—that is, to destroy one industry of the coun 
in the interest of another. 

It is that feature of the bill to which I object, and my friend from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] is unnecessarily alarmed about the reve- 
nue to flow into the Treasury under the operation of this bill. Not a 
farthing is to come from it. It is not designed to produce a dollar of 
revenue, Not one cent can be extorted for purposes of revenue from 
this industry; but this will follow when the bill becomes a law. Whey 
it shall have passed both Houses of Congress and issigned by the resi 
dent, its purposes will then have been accomplished and the industry 
of the manufacture of oleomargarine will be a dead corpse in this country, 
It is not intended by its friends to produce revenue. They are frank 
enough to acknowledge it. 

They do not deny that it will not producea cent of revenue; but they 
seek to abuse the power intrusted to them for the preservation of the 
Government, and by its abuse to destroy one of the legitimate industries 
of the country. If you can destroy this industry, you can destroy any 
other by abusing the power of taxation. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I now yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Nea@ixy] long enough to have a dispatch read. 

Mr. NEGLEY. I desire to have read the telegram which I send to 
the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


J. 8. Neciey, Washington, D. C.: 


At a meeting of the board of directors of the Grain and Flour Exchange of the 

City of settedintes Pa., held May 24, 1386, the following resolutions were adopted: 
‘“Resolwed board of directors of the Grain and Flour Exchange of the City of 

Pittsburgh, re That the manufacture and sale of oleoma: ine specially 
branded as such is legitimate and lawful business, and an industry which by 
providing cheap and a food is in the line of American enterprise and 
American ~— and we hereby earnestly protest against any action by Con- 
gress ons: u any way to depreas or discourage this important industry. 

“Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted to our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress.” 


PrrrspurGu, Pa., May 24, 1885, 


B. McORACKEN, President. 
JAS, A. HEN DERSON, Secretary. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I now yield fifteen ane to the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. TucKER]. 

Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Chairman, I am constrained by my deep cou- 
victions of the impolicy and impropriety of the passage of this bill to 
enter my protest against it. It presents itself to the House in an ex- 
traordinary attitude—a revenue bill coming from the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana (from his seat). And for revenue only. 

Mr. TUCKER. No, not for revenue at all, but for damnation to an 
industry in this country. [Laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, is thisa revenue bill or is it something else ? 
I put the question to every man’s own conscience here, as I put it to my 
own: Do I vote for this bill, if I vote for it at all, for the purpose of 
raising revenue to support the Government; and if I do not forthe pur- 
pose of raising revenue, but for the purpose of raising none, and in 
order to destroy an industry of the country, then I ask the question, if 
I use the taxing power to destroy an industry which I may not do di- 
rectly, what right have I, by an evasion of constitutional obligations, 
to attempt to do through the taxing power what I admit I can not do 
by any direct action of the Government? 

Do we need the revenue? Why, sir, during the last six months of 
the year the imports of this country have been forty millions more than 
for the corresponding six months in the last year, and that would be 
eighty millions increase in one year. At 40 per cent. it would raise an 
increased revenue eee amounting to $32,000,000. Thereare 
two hundred millions of made in this country, by the 
report of my friend from Missouri [Mr. HatcoH]; 10 cents on that is 
$20,000,000 more. With an overwhelming Treasury, why put twenty 
millions more into it? 

Ah, the gentleman from New York [Mr. MILLARD] said this morn- 
ing, the tax will not add to the revenue of the Government, but will 
destroy the production of an article; furthermore, we do not need the 
a Very well, sir; then if you do not want the revenue for build- 
ing fortifications, as the gentleman said, what do you want it for’ 

Mr. ROWELL (from his seat). For a navy. 

Mr. TUCKER. You want it for the purpose of destroying the pro- 


duction. 

Now I nora pe pr ee may 
ven production of in any State of this Union’ 
A man in the city of Boston makes and sells it to a citi- 
zen of Basten who consumes it in Boston; and I want to know if there 


you by law pass an act pre- 
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is any power in the Congress of the United States to prevent that from 
being done in Massachusetts. 

Mr.CANNON. Willthe gentleman permit me toask hima question ? 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir, if you will take it out of somebody’s fifteen 
minutes other than mine. Go on, sir. 

Mr. CANNON. I want to know what impropriety there is in taxing 
this article; and if already we have too much revenue, and this should 
yield more than is desirable, what impropriety is there in reducing the 
internal taxation upon other articles, and reduce the taxes also upon 
imported articles? 

Mr. TUCKER. Very well, sir; if the gentleman will go with me in 
a motion I shall make at the proper time to commit this bill to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, we can then bring in a bill to reduce 
the duties on foreign imports and take off the tax on tobacco and put 
it on oleomargarine. 


Mr. REED, of Maine. Would not that still further increase the 


revenue? 
Mr. TUCKER. If you take the tax off tobacco you take off $26, 000, - 
600. 


Mr. REED, of Maine. That is true as regards the tax on tobacco, 
but not as to the other matter. 7 

Mr. TUCKER. That taking off the duty will not increase the rev- 
enue? You get the increase by the tax on oleomargarine. 

Mr. KELLEY. But we do not want an increase. 

Mr. TUCKER. My friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] will 
not expect me to go now into the old argument with him on that ques- 
tion, for we agree so delightfully upon it. 

Mr. KELLEY. It would refresh our younger brethren to hear it. 

Mr. TUCKER. Iam very willing they should. There is such are- 
duction of duty when the point of maximum revenue is passed as will 
increase the revenue. When you get the duties below the maximum 
revenue point, the reduction of duties will decrease the revenue. 

Mr. KELLEY. And will bring bankruptcy to the manufacturer 
and idleness to the laborer. 

Mr. TUCKER. As some of your friends are proposing to do with 
reference to the manufacture of oleomargarine, by turning out of em- 
ployment those who are now engaged in that manufacture. 

But returning back from that old controversy into which I was about 
being betrayed, I will say there is the germ in this bill of a power 
claimed for Congress of interfering in all the industries of all the States. 
It isin fact exercising such a power if you lay a tax merely for the 
purpose of destroying the production of the article. My friend from 
Pennsylvania [Governor CURTIN] said this morning he would rather 
be in favor of a direct law to prevent its production. Now if you have 
that direct law to prevent the production of the article, why could you 
not pass a law to prevent the production of any other article that may 
be produced in any other State? I say, therefore, this bill in its pur- 
pose and object is directed to the creation of a power in Congress which 
shall regulate all the industries of the country in all the States, and 
put down any one that comes under its ban. 

Now, sir, my view of this whole question is this: We live under a 
Government the wisest that was ever constructed by the wit of man. 
I believe in this Constitution of ours as the grandest monument of hu- 
man wisdom. But it is grand in this, that all the interests that belong 
in common to the whole country are to be regulated here, while the 
local interests and the local industries are to be regulated by the States 
in the localities where they exist. The instant you bring the local 
interests which are in the States within the power of the General Gov- 
ernment then you destroy not only State antonomy, but you destroy in- 
dividual interests all over the country. Iam opposed toit. Iam op- 

to this bill not on any technical constitutional ground, but on the 
roadest constitutional ground, that it breaks down the line of demar- 
kation between Federal and State power completely, and gives all the 
power over these industries and employments in the States to this Gov- 
ernment. 

You say this isa tax. Gentlemen have asked me and they asked 
my friend from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] the other day, Do you not 
believe this tax is constitutional? Yes; I believe that Congress has the 
power to lay the tax on oleomargarine. For what purpose? To raise 
revenue. Can you use a power—lI put it to any gentleman here who 
has ever been a trustee—can you use a power delegated to you asa 
trustee for a certain purpose for some other purpose that is denied to 
you in the trust? Can you use that as a weapon to destroy some in- 
dustry that is not within your power merely because you have that 
weapon touse for the purpose of raising revenue? The question to me 
is too plain. Ido not mean to judge for any other man’s conscience, 
but I mean to say that honestly I could not vote for such a use of the 
power, hecause to use a power given to me for one purpose in order to 

C another purpose that I have no power to subserve is really 
dishonest. It is evading my constitutional obligation to excercise a 
power which was never given me for the purpose at all for the purpose 
of a object not confided to me by the Constitution. 

Mr. Would it annoy the gentleman it I should inter- 

him to refer him to a decision of the Supreme Court ? 
TUCKER. A decision of the Supreme Court is rather long to 
come into my fifteen minutes. 

Mr. BURROWS. I desire only to call his attention to one point. 
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Mr. TUCKER. I will take the gentleman’s reference and give my 
decision afterward. [ Laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am opposed, with my friend from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. KELLEY], to the continuance of this internal-revenue sys- 
tem. Iam opposed to it because in its very nature it is inquisitorial. 
It claims to look at any particular article or any particular interest 
in a State and say ‘‘we will select that as the object of our taxing 
power.’’ It arranges an enormous machinery, by which the whole of 
that industry, the tobacco industry, the whisky industry, for instance, 
is put under the surveillance—by the bye, that word is in this bill— 
under the surveillance of the internal-revenue system. I am opposed 
to that system as a system, and I say the tendency to its increase is an 
alarming feature of the times in which we live. Here is an industry 
which you say is dangerous, deleterious, injurious to the health. Is 
tobacco injurious to health? You tax that, but you tax it for reve- 
nue. Is whisky injurious to health? Yes; you tax that, but you tax 
it for revenue. For when you laid the tax at $2 and it prevented pro- 
duction, you lowered it to 90 cents to go partners with the whisky dis- 


| tiller and make more money out of it than he did. 


You do not lay the tax on whisky or on tobacco to prevent the pro- 
duction. But you do on oleomargarine. Why should you not lay it on 
butter? Why not say if a man makes pale butter out of poor milk it 
should be marked and a tax laid on it? 

A MEMBER. The color would show that. 

Mr. TUCKER. But they put the coloring matter in it and then you 
can not tell the difference; and this bill says if the butter is made from 
milk whatever coloring is put in it is all right. Now in order to pre- 
vent fraud by the seller on the purchaser I would be in favor of mark- 
ing and branding the thing you sell. But the power to do that is full 
and complete in the States of the Union and in the municipalities of 
the Union. 

Why, the city of Cincinnati, or the city of Baltimore, or the city of 
Philadelphia, or any other city can pass a law that if aman brings butter 
or oleomargarine into the market he shall brand it so that every one 
who buys it shall know what he is buying? Now, suppose he does 
know what he is buying. They say it costs 7 or 8 cents a pound to 
make oleomargarine, and that when it is well made you can not tell it 
from butter. The dealer whosellsit, properly branded, to the poor man 
who says, ‘‘I can not afford to buy that beautiful print butter, because 
it costs 35 cents or 40 cents a pound, but I will buy this other article at 
15 or 20 cents apound.’’ ‘‘ No,’’ says the Government, ‘‘the poor man 
shall not buy that kind of butter unless he pays an additional tax of 
10 centsapound.’’ But what about the rich man who buysthe butter? 
Oh, he goes scot-free. Therefore I say your tax is laid upon the poor 
man, not upon the rich. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HAMMOND yielded his remaining time, two minutes, to Mr. 
TUCKER. 

Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Chairman, I merely desire to say further that 
some time ago a number of bills of this character were referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. I thought it was a strange place to send 
those bills. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. It seems so now. _[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. TUCKER. But it was notat all more strange to send those bills 
there than it was to send a revenue bill to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. We will see about that. 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, you will see about that. Why did gentlemen 
vote to send this bill to the Committee on Agriculture? Why, sir, it 
was a declaration by the friends of the bill that it was not a revenue 
measure at all, but a bill to break down a particular industry in this 
country. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I made the motion to send the bill to 
the Committee on Agriculture, and I will answer the gentleman’s ques- 
tion, if he desires. 

Mr. TUCKER. The gentleman may answer it in his own time. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. If vou do not want it answered, all 
right. 

Mr. TUCKER. Oh, I do want it answered, but not in my time. 
You have plenty of time of your own. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not mean to claim that there is anything 
in the report that is worth anybody’s reading, but when those bills 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary the committee said 
they should lie upon the table because the subject was not a proper one 
for them to act upon, and the opinion of the committee was given in 
a report which I have before me and which I ask leave to print with 
my remarks. 

Mr. PARKER. The gentleman will perhaps correct his statement 
by saying the opinion of some of the committee. 

Mr. TUCKER. ‘The honorable gentleman from New York is the 
only member of the committee whom I understood to dissent from the 
opinion. 

Mr. PARKER. Then, Mr. Chairman, it is due to other gentlemen 
of the committee to say that they have regretted that they did not 
join in that dissent. 

Mr. HEPBURN. 


When that matter was considered it was not in a 
full committee. 








A900 


Mr. TUCKER. Oh, I will say to my friend from Iowa [Mr. Hep- 
RURN] that no matter has been considered there in a full committee 
for a long time, because he has been absent quite often. [Laughter. ] 
However, Mr. Chairman, I desire to print the report with my remarks 
as my views upon this subject. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. 
unanimous after all. 

Mr. TUCKER. I never said that it was unanimous. 
the action of the committee, and nobody denies that. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. TUCKER] printing a report as part of his remarks? 

There was no objection. 

The report is as follows: 


Mr. Tucker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following 
report, to accompany bills H. R. 4809, 4171, 4172, and 104: 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom have been referred House bills 4809, 
4171, 4172, and 104, ask leave to report: 

The questions submitted by these bills to this committee are of great impor- 
tance, and involve the fundamental principles of the Constitution. 

For our purpose the evil consequences to the regular producer of butter or 
any other article by the permission of a product by the spurious competitor, 
and even the results to health of the people, may be conceded. The contention 
is not as to the existence of the disease, but what is the remedy,and by what 
authority is it to be applied? 

Your committee do not think that the evil complained of can find its remedy 
from what Congress can do, exceptas hereafter stated, The legislation, if proper, 
minust be sought from the States. 

No grant of power to Congress in express terms or by fair inference from ex- 
press grant can be found which would authorize any law by Congress to pre- 
vent the production of anything by a person in aState of the Union. Congress 
may have some power over production in the District of Columbia, or where its 
power of exclusive legislation extends, or in the Territories. But the power to 
forbid the production of butter, or wheat, or tobacco in a State will scarcely be 
asserted by any one. 

Questions which concern the production of the soil or otherwise, the health 
and well-being of the people of the State, belong to that large class which, for 
want of a better name, has been termed the police power. 

The powers of Congress refer to the foreign relations of the State, to their re- 
lations inter se,and do not pass within the confines of that interior life which 
constitutes the being and the civilization of a commonwealth. These are sub- 
jects for State legislation. A stranger to these local interests and internal con- 
cerns, under our system, must not intermeddle with them. 

The evil to result from the exercise of the power as to oleomargarine is not 
seen by one who looks only to the extermination of the unwholesome product, 
but dairymen would readily perceive it if the power were directed against the 
production of butter. The question, then, of power is the primary one. 

The concession will be made by most constitutional lawyers that Congress 
can not directly forbid the production of this or any other article in a State. 
But there are two modes in which it is supposed that Congress may operate on 
such a product; these methods are indirect. 

First it is said that Congress may act upon it through the power to regulate 
commerce; and second, that as it may tax any article, it may tax oleomarga- 
rine, — so heavily as to put a stop to its production. Let us examine these in 
their order: 

First, The power to regulate commerce is one of the most valuable and impor- 
tant of all those granted to Congress. It had two prominent objects; affirma- 
tively, to give to the Federal Legislature the control of foreign and interstate 
commerce; and negatively, to take it from the States. The use of it by the 
States, under the confederation, put restrictions on trade and intercourse, and 
created inequalities between the States, which it was believed the Federal Gov- 
ernment would not do if the power were vested in Congress. 

It is an interesting phase of this discussion, whether the purpose to deny to 
the States this important power was coupled with a pu to give to Congress 
the power to do all that is intended to be denied to the States, For example, it 
is clear that a State may not prohibit the transit or admission of the ordinary 
products of another State through or into its territory. But does it follow that 
Congress may do so? May not the absence of right in the State to do so rest 
upon another clause of the Constitution which gives equivalent privileges and 
immunities in every State to citizens of every other with its own citizens? 

Your committee are not aware that it has ever been asserted for the powerto 
regulate commerce that it involved a power to prohibit the free transportation 
of the products of cach State through and into every other; and it could hardly 
have been within the minds of the framers of the Constitution to give to Con- 
gress the power to do so, when history shows that the purpose of giving the 
power to Congress and taking it from the States was to prevent the very result 
which this construction of the clause would involve and bring about. Be this 
as it may, no such power under this clause has been heretofore claimed, and has 
in regard to the interstate slave trade, been dented by the dicta of eminent judges. 
(Groves rs. Slaughter, 15 Pcters, 449.) 

It may be within the meaning of this clause to require such needful regula- 
tions as to articles transported from State to State as will conserve the safety and 
well-being of the transportation, but the right to say what articles shall and 
what shall not be the subject of commerce is not included in the regulation of 
the commerce in such articles. The transportation of the article is the commerce 
in thatarticle; the regulation of that anpetenes does not touch the right to 
transport the article underthe regulation. Freedom as tothe articles to be trans- 
ported is reserved to the citizen; its transportation, as to mode, &c., is subject 
to the regulation of Congress. 

And this is the more clear because the judicial decisions have never impinged 
upon the power of each State to control the right of its citizens as to food 
clothing, &c., under what is called its police powers, and the right of Congress 
to enact anything like sumptuary laws for the States is nowhere granted, was 
expressly refused by the convention (3 Mad. Papers, 1369, 1370) and has never 
been seriously claimed in this first century of our constitutional history. 

Your committee therefore do not think that Congress can, as a regulation of 
commerce, forbid or restrain the free transportation of any article from one 
State into another. It can regulate its transportation for its safety and for the 
safety of other articles or persons transpo: in the same or annexed vehicles 
provitiel for their carriage. 

The question remains whether, under a regulation of commerce, a duty or tax 
may be laid upon it. Clearly not, when carried from place to place within a 
State, for that is not interstate commerce in the article. But how when carried 


from one State to another? 
distinct in constitutional 





It does not appear that it was so very 


I said it was 


Regulations of commerce and revenue are wholl 


language. The first clause of Article I, section 8, gives the revenue power to 
Congress. The third clause of the same gives the m of commerce to 
Congress. In Article I, section 9, clause 6, the phrase *‘ ion of commerce 


or revenue’’ is used, thus emphasizing the distinction. In the convention, at 
one time, the revenue power was left to be exercised by a majority vote of Con- 
gress, the regulation of commerce by a two-thirds vote. 
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These facts, and the preconstitutional and revolutionary assertion of thj< 
tinction, leave no reason to doubt that it was never intended that Conor, on 
should lay any tax or duty on the transport of an article from one State {, »,,. 
other. Nothing in the debates of the Federal convention, nor in those of t),. 
States ratifying the Constitution, nor in the Federalist, gives any shad. , 
claim to this power, and such a construction of the clause has never |x 
serted in any act of Congress or in any serious proposition to that effect 

Your committee therefore conclude that under the power to regulate o>). 
merce no power to forbid, restrain, or tax any product of industry is conferred 
on Congress. 

Second. It remains to inquire whether oleomargarine or any other produc 
may be subjected to an internal-revenue tax. 

If the power to lay taxes (Const. U.S., Art. I, secs. 8 and 9) involves the power 
in Congress to sclect any article for excise or other tax, as scems to be now x: 
tled by the practice of the Government (and no doubt properly so settled 
the right to tax oleomargarine is undoubted. 

But your committee are constrained to add that this isa revenuc power 
right “to lay” is conjoined with that “to collect taxes,” and the right to 
and collect is conjoined with the purpose “to pay the debts axd provide { - 
common defense and general welfare.” The power isconferred in order to t}e 
duty imposed on Congress. It is a trust power, and becomesa right on!y whe; 
used for the purpose in view. The tax is the means to the end, and is only \ 
gitimate and rightful when needful for the end. 

To use the tax when needless for revenue merely to strike down a product or 
an industry is to abuse a constitutional trust; and while the power may be co; 
ferred, the right to use it in such case can not beasserted. All power under our 
system is trust power; to use it for the trust makes it a rightful power ; to usc 
it diverso intuilu is wrongful perversion and abuse of power, and is contrary to 
the Constitution, In other words, as Congress can not forbid the production of 
an article in a State by direct legislation, it can not use a power conferred { 
another purpose to destroy and prevent such production. Todo by indirect 
means what it could not do by direct legislation would bean unworthy evasion 
of constitutional limitations, which can not be sanctioned by an enlightened con 
struction of the Constitution. 

It is true that in such case the judicial power may not be able to declare such 
taxation void, because the judge dare not look into the intents of the legislator’s 
breast, but the legislator who so abuses his trust and wrongfully misuses power 
can not avoid responsibility to his own conscience, bound as it is to support the 
Constitution ; for by personal introspection he will find his motive not to be a 
tax for revenue to the Government, but a tax asa means of destruction to the 


l 


product subjected to it; that is, tax used asan instrument of destruction and 
not as a means of revenue, a 
Your committee therefore think that Congress may lay the tax, if it be needed 


for revenue, but does it against right if only to restrain and destroy the use ani 
sale of the article in question. 

Your committee will now proceed to consider these various bills in detai 

Bill H. R. 4809 is broad in its terms and makes it unlawful and a misde: 
for any person or corporation to make or se!! any adulterations or imitati: 
food anywhere, and punishes it by fineand imprisonment. If this were passed 
all the industries engaged in food production inevery State would be subject to 
the absolute power of Congress. This claims the direct power for Congress to 
permit or prevent production, to allow or to destroy it, and to regulate al! sales 
and transfers of any such product in a State. Unless your committee have 
greatly erred in the views presented this bill is cleariy unconstitutional. 

Bi!l H. R. 4172 limits the power to the District of Columbia, forts, &c., and to 
the Territories, and while not forbidding production or sale, requires notice of 
the nature of the article to be labeled upon it. This bill does not conflict with 
the Constitution,as exclusive legislative power is vested in Congress over these 
places, except the Territories, and the power to govern these last is fully recog- 
nized as in Congress. Your committee, however, do not recommend its p.s- 
sage. The policy of this legislation is more proper for other committees, and 1s 
hardly within the jurisdiction of this committee except upon the inquiry as to 
power to pass it, ; 

The same general remarks apply to H. R.4171. The question of power is sct- 
tled as to places by the considerations applied to H. R. 4172. But the bill is in- 
definite in the description of the offenses,and dangerous in the powers con- 
ferred on the so-called sanitary board, and the effect given totheir reports. Thc 
bill should be carefully restrained in its operations, the Offenses accurately «e- 
fined, and the reports of the said board be allowed no such effect against the 
property, liberty, or other rights of the citizen. The policy of this bill is not 
poseee or the consideration of this committee, and should be referred to some 
other. 

Bill H. R. 1054 is liable to the objection that it, under the apparent purposes to 
regulate interstate commerce, forbids the commerce between the States in cer- 
tain articles, It strikes at the articles, and does not regulate commerce in them. 
It is not a regulation of commerce, but a destruction of all commerce in certain 
condemned articles. 

Its other provisions for enforcing the law and defining the offenses are not sat- 
isfactory, but these are more proper for the consideration of some other cou- 
mittee of the House. 

Your committee therefore report back bills H. R. 4809, 4171, 4172, and 1054 with 
a recommendation that they do lie upon the table. 


Mr. FREDERICK. Mr. Chairman, the rich prairies of the West 
can not be maintained in their fertility if grain-raising is the only in- 
dustry, and if they could be commerce has extended by water and rail 
to the ends of the earth, bringing the grain-raising of the West into 
competition with the cheaper tra rtation and labor of India and 
other countries, thus necessitating the pursuit of other productive in- 
dustries. 

If the fertility of the Western prairies is to be maintained cattle- 
breeding, grazing, and feeding, together with the dairy, must be a lead- 
ing industry. And, sir, the State of Iowa, being the second State in 
the numberof head of cattle and second in valuation, the dairy business 
is of vital importance tothe people whom I represent. The butterand 
cheese manufactured by them is a large source of revenue, and any 1n- 
terference with this industry is a very serious matter to them. Many 
are poor and on small farms, and rely almost entirely on the golden 
issue of the-churn for the common necessities and comforts of life. 
Iowa has 2,613,063 head of cattle, of which 992,313 are cows, which 
have decreased in valuation in the last two years $10 per head, amount- 
ing to $9,923,130, on account of the manufacture of oleomargarine and 
butterine. A gentleman from Fort Dodge, Iowa, told me a few days 
ago that one year ago he bought cows for a dairy at an average price 0! 
$36 per head; this year he again bought for the same purpose at an 
average price of $26 per head, showing an actual decrease of $10 per 
head. ; 
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These are startling facts, and all on account of the fraud perpetrated 
by the manufacturers and dealers in the imitation of the dairy product. 
The dairy industry in the’State, amounting to $13,797,327, has depre- 
ciated at least 20 per cent., amounting to $2,759,465; this, together 
with the depreciation in price of cows, amounts to the fabulous sum 
of $12,682,595. This fraudulent manufacture of oleomargarine and 
butterine is carried on by such men as are oe Co., of — who 
have alread wn rich at the expense of the farmers and s -grow- 
ers of the Wat, and are able to live in luxury, and only wish to add 
to their already fabulous wealth by robbing the farmer and honest la- 
borer of their deserved reward. Little do they care for istress and 
want they cause all over the land, and the many little on the 

farm and in the agricultural districts that may suffer for the common- 
est comforts of life, so long as their own are raised in the lap of lux- 
ury. It is the manipulation of the wealth of the earth by the few to 
the detriment of the many. They say oleomargarine and butterine are 
the poor man’s food. : 

This is an insult to the poor and laboring classes. Where is the man, 
be he ever so poor, who will buy a compound of villainous mixtures 
knowingly-for food for his family ?, Not one exists. At least so far 
the manufacturers of oleomargarine and butterine have failed to show 
that any one ever bought and used it knowingly and claimed that it 
was a good and wholesome article of food. Even they themselves do 
not say that they use it on their tables; and Mr. Stearne, the advocate 
of this fraud before the Agricultural Committee, on being asked why 
they did not brand it so that the purchaser might know what it was, 
answered: ‘‘ It would prejudice the sale of it.’? This reply shows that 
it would not sell to any one who knew what it was. The fact is, as 
shown byall testimony, that it will notsell when known. It has been 
tried on the markets in the city of New York, also in this city, and no 
one buys it knowing what it is, and only by deception and fraud can 
they carry out their nefarious schemes. By this gigantic fraud mill- 
ions of farmers are defrauded of an honest business and grow poor; and 
millions of people are caused to eat the abominable compound. Had 
it been placed on the market for just what it is, there would never 
have been an objection to it. 

Is it any wonder that the people all over the United States are peti- 
tioning this body and asking it for protection against the fraudulent 
imitation of their honest industry ? The farmer and laborer, as a rule, 
are ing of fraud, and thinking men are honest many have 
been defrauded out of their business and homes. The speculator robs 
them of the small deposits they may have, and many are driven from 
their farms and their homes for debts which in all probability they could 
have paid were it not for these gigantic frauds and being robbed of the 
fair valuation of their labor. Many are in debt for half or more they 
are assessed for. How can this debt and these taxes be paid if they are 
robbed of their most productive industry? Give them the protection 
that is due to one of our greatest industries, that pays the taxes of the 
country, that keeps our Government in motion. ‘This class of men 
should be treated like men and honestly and fairly dealt with. It is 
time this Government stopped fostering monopolies, frauds, and mill- 



















































therein; then let the purchaser take his choice, and no one will be to 
blame if he eats that which he knows not to be pure. Every one can 
not tell the inferior article from the genuine, and any person selling 
such food is as guilty of wrong as one who administers poison in a slow 
form to take the life of another. Each and every article of food should 
stand on its own merits, and every one knowingly selling them under 
guise or misleading the purchaser by misrepresentations should be pun- 
ished the same as a horse thief. 

What protection is there to an honest man who by the sweat of his 
brow is trying to make an honest living? Can he manufacture good 
butter-and take it to market and compete with butter made out of 
cheap grease? Is there no protection for honesty? Who is there that 
would not pay more for a genuine article of butter than for what he 
knew was an inferior and adulterated article? Yet how will you tell 
which is the pure article unless it be branded and stamped, plainly 
telling what it is? There are men who would not willingly deceive 
the public, but there are many, I am sorry to say, who for the immense 
profit there is in it will use deception. And they must use deception 
to sell it. The agricultural people are the largest class of producers in 
this country, and their dairy interests are one of their most profitable 
industries, and by the imposition of this fraudulent imitation of butter 
that only adds to the wealth of monopolies and those already rich the 
dairy interests of the country are already depressed, and the loss to the 
industry is at least 25 per cent.; this is a fearful rate of reduction, and 
it will continue if not put under control. The growth of our popula- 
tion and the increase of our commerce are bringing to the front many 
questions affecting our laboring classes—questions of capital and labor 
that can not be thrust aside. This bill is of more importance to the in- 
dustrial classes than anything else before this body, and I therefore hope 
that it will pass this House and become a law. 

I yield twenty minutes to my colleague from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN]. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I have in addition twelve minutes, 
which have been yielded to me by the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. Chairman, this is an important question. In the production of 
the dairies of this country two and a half billions of dollars are in- 
vested. The butter produced in the United States amounts to some- 
thing in excess of $250,000,000 ina year. In my ownState it amounts 
to about $14,000,000a year. The butter product in the United States 
exceeds in value the product of cotton; it exceeds in value the to- 
bacco and sugar united. It is an important industry, and one which 
is entitled to the careful attention of this House; and when gentlemen 
sneeringly say that the use of two days for the discussion of a matter 
of such transcendent importance as this is a waste of the-public time 
it seems to me that they do not properly estimate the interest that is 
involved here. We are told that this bill ought not to pass because 
(among other reasons) it has emanated from the wrong committee, the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, we have had one revenue bill from the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and I submit, at least to this side of the 
House, that the revenue bill that has come from the Committee on 
Agriculture is infinitely the superior of the two, and if we take the 


ions of capital that pays no tax, and imposing the whole burden upon | merits of the work performed by the two committees as the criterion of 
labor and the producing classes. Capital pays very little tax; labor | what they can do, | insist that hereafter the Committee on Agriculture 


and realty pay almost all of it. Can we hold America as America if 
we do not protect her honest industries? There is no one objecting to 
this bill except the manufacturers of oleomargarine and butterine, 
and all circulars favoring the manufacturers of this substitute appar- 
ently come but from one source. There should be a law compelling 
all manufacturers of adulterated food of whatever kind to brand and 
to stamp it plainly, giving the name of the ingredients used and the 
relative proportions of each. Patents are issued for almost every de- 
_ of adulterated food, and the law in regard to this matter 


The profits of farming are always a little less than the profits of 
other industries, and a larger proportion of the laboring classes are en- 
gaged in tural pursuits than any other industry, and therefore 
are entitled to that recognition and protection that they deserve as the 
producers of much of the wealth of this continent in the growing of 
raising the cattle that fill the markets of the world. 

manufacturer of adulterated food, or one who buys imitations of 

food of any kind and sells it to consumers without telling them what 
t is, endangers life byso doing. The introduction of poisons and com- 
pounds that are taken into thestomach under the name of various kinds 
of food is mee be enormous; coffee, sugar, flour, sirups, butter, 
all of jellies, and various other articles, are eaten daily 


by who buy and pay a price for a genuine article, and the man 
eeiecun track is deeanlte do so to the detriment of honest peo- 


should be intrusted with all the revenue measures of this House. 
[Laughter. ] 

We had yesterday a constitutional argument from the constitutional 
lawyer from Texas [Mr. REAGAN], who always has a copy of the Con- 
stitution under his seat to whack over the head anybody’s measure that 
he does not happen to like. The gentleman says that this bill upon 
its face—the bill as it is written—does not contravene any provision of 
the Constitution; but that when you take the terms of the bill, and 
add to them the arguments of its friends, it at once becomes unconstitu- 
tional. He says you must unite the argument that is made in support 
of the measure with the letter of the bill, and that when thus united 
they make an uncohstitutional measure, and therefore he is opposed 
to it. 

The gentleman says if it is a revenue measure, that is, if it produces 
revenue, it is constitutional; if it is prohibitory of the manufacture of 
oleomargarine then it ceases to be constitutional. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
suppose that the chairman of the Committee on Agriculture, on reporting 
his bill, had at once moved the previous question and the bill under the 
operation of the previous question had been passed without a solitary 
word of comment pro or con; then according to the gentleman from 
Texasit would have been a constitutional measure—entirelyso. Again, 
supposing it to have been passed in that manner in this year, 1886, it 
would have been constitutional; but suppose that next year under the 
the operation of the tax and the very low price of butter, the manufact- 


f 


‘ 


= 


ple who manufacture the genuine article. urers of the spurious article could not compete, but were obliged to go 
Such offense should be punished by fine and imprisonment the same | out of the business entirely, so that the production of oleomargarine 
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The honest farmer who makes a pure article of 
to sell has to go into the market and compete with imitations 
adulterations manufactured out of lard and poisonous compounds 
to life, and the purchaser does not know what he is 
the farmer, who sells a pure article as 
tation, there should be such laws as 
kindsof imitations or adulterations 
giving each ingredient contained 


would be absolutely destroyed, then in the year 1887, according to the 
gentleman from Texas, it is an unconstitutional measure. 

Mr. REAGAN. Ido not suppose the gentleman wishes to misstate 
my position. What I said was that taking the face of the bill itself 
and the arguments used in support of it, if was unconstitutional 

Mr. HEPBURN. Yes, sir; thatis just the way I stated the gentle- 
man’s position. 

In the year 1887, when the effect of the bill, we will suppose, is to 
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prohibit the manufacture of oleomargarine, the bill becomes unconsti- 
tutional. But suppose the next yaar, on account of the withdrawal of 
200,000,000 pounds of this spurious butter that is sold and used as but- 
ter, leaving in the market 1,000,000 pounds of good butter, the price 
of butter is enhanced, going up to 25 or 30 centsa pound. The manu- 
facturer of the bogus article can then compete; he can make the article 
and pay the tax, so that there will be a revenue of $20,000,000 to the 
Government. Then the law becomes a constitutional measure ! 

So that according to the gentleman’s argument the bill may be con- 
stitutional in 1886, unconstitutional in 1887, and again become consti- 
tutional in 1888. The bill is not constitutional or unconstitutional 
because of the nature of the enactments that it contains, but because 
of the price of butter! [Langhter.] When butter is high this law is 
constitutional; when butter is low and the manufacturer of oleomar- 
garine can not compete and pay the tax, so that this manufacture is 
practically prohibited and destroyed, then the bill becomes unconstitu- 
tional again. So that it is butter and the price of butter that deter- 
mines, according to the argument of the gentleman from Texas, the 
question whether this bill is constitutional or unconstitutional. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I would like to ask the gentleman a 
question on the constitutional view of the case. If it is in fact the pur- 
pose of the bill to tax this industry outof existence or make its prose- 
cution impossible, I want to know whether the bill in that case is con- 
stitutional ? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Well, I am unable to answer the gentleman. I 
find here certain printed lines in the bill. Idonotfind in any of those 
lines any provision that contravenes the Constitution of the United 
States. Possibly there may be from this enactment a result different 
from that which I expect or that which the gentleman expects; but I 
do not know that any question as to the constitutionality of the bill 
ought to be determined because of a possible contingency which in the 
future may arise, and which now can not be with certainty foreseen or 
foretold. 

But these gentlemen who are such extremists with to the 
Constitution have been accustomed to fluctuations of this kind all their 
lives. I would like te know what provision of the Constitution there 
is that the average Jeffersonian Democrat has not been willing to vio- 
late and has not violated when it suited his interests. You (addressing 
the Democratic side of the House) always doit. Why, within my rec- 
ollection in this House there came here a gentleman from the State of 
Alabama with a proposition to take of the people's money $300, 000 for 
the purpose of supporting the poor of and some of the Jef- 
fersonian Democrats on the other side of the House had no hesitation 
at all in voting for it. 

Then, again, there is another proposition to appropriate $7,000,000 or 
$17,000,000 or $37,000,000, as the case may be, of the public money to 
build a railway far beyond our jurisdiction, in Teh ; and many 
of the Jeffersonian Democrats of this House are able to vote for that 
proposition. You have no difficulty about that. I think the gentle- 
man from Texas [Mr. REAGAN], with all his constitutional scruples, 
reported it. Here is another proposition: Your levees in the South 
need rebuilding, and under ae 
are able to spend $1, ee ees 
to protect your lands. You have always been able without apparent 
constitutional scruples to pass measures of this kind. Mr. Jefferson 

purchased Louisiana, himself admitting that he had no power under 
tne Constitution to make the purchase, and insisting for a time that 
there should be a constitutional amendment to justify him in that act. 
But the Jeffersonian Democrats made progress in a little while. Six- 
teen years after that you violated—according to your view of it—the 
Constitution again in the purchase of Florida without any qualms of 
conscience and without any offer at all a and perfect the Con- 
stitution to justify your action, and in that trade ga 
and absolutely transferred the allegiance of native-born citizens of the 
United States to Spain, then the most tyrannical government on the 
face of the globe. Wehad then owned Texas forsixteen years. There 
were then native-born citizens of the United States fifteen years of age 
whose allegiance was sold to the Spanish Government—their allegiance 
transferred without any volition on their But there was no ques- 
tion of constitutional power in that case. You wanted to do it, and 
therefore you did it. 

Mr. OATES. Will the gentleman tell me—— 

Mr. HEPBURN. I have not time to answer questions. 

Mr. OATES. Will the gentleman tell us how the Constitution of 
the United States operates upon foreign nations? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I am not talking about its operations upon for- 

eign nations, but of its operation upon the Jeffersonian of 
the United States, who at that time had charge of the Government. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. They just now are a foreign nation. 

Mr. HEPBURN. A little later, in 1844, you had no difficulty in 
purchasing Texas. 

Mr. OATES. I deny your doctrine and your history altogether. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Well, perhaps you have not sufficiently read the 
history of the conntry. Read, and you will know more about it. 

as 


[ Laughter. ] aoe will only take the time to read you will know 
much about it as I or any one. 


on 


contributed to the 








Mr. OATES. I have nodoubt but I have read as much about t}. 
history of the country as the gentleman from Iowa. 
Mr. HEPBURN. You had no difficulty at all about the purchase 


of Texas. You had no difficulty at all about the appropriation of $1) - 
000,000 of the 


people’s money in order to pay the debts of Texas. 

Mr. OATES. This is the first time I ever heard that the Uniteg 
rchased Texas. I thonght it was an independent repu))i: 

EPBURN. Well, you have read illy. We purchased Texas 


or ies you Jeffersonian Democrats did, at a cost of fifteen thousan, 


lives, at a cost of $150,000,000, at a cost of $10,000,000 paid direct! ly 
to Texas, cost of $10, 000,000 indemnity paid to Mexico direct|y 
for the we forced her to cede to us. You ought to have 
known something of this. 

Mr. REAGAN. But the gentleman should not forget we acquired 
thereby Arizona, New Mexico, and other valuable and important ter- 


ritory. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Who were benefited by it? Those who lived ip 
Texas were permitted to come in as owners of the soil. It was not 
general fund. 

We have Arizona, have we? Well, wespend more money in the goy- 


ernment of Arizona and New Mexico—in all those Territories—to sy; 


vey the land than we ever have received from the sale of lands there. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. How about California? 

Mr. HEPBURN. How about what? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. How much have we got from California in the 
way of investment? 

Mr. HEPBURN. It is a matterof doubt, and the gentleman should 
know it, whether the people of the United States have been benetited 
one single dollar by the acquisition of California. For, sir, every dollar 
of gold of the $800,000,000 taken from the sand and mountains of Cali- 
fornia we have spent a dollar in the procurement of it. It has cost in 
actual labor and other expenditure everything that has been realized 
from the mines of California. 

But I do not propose to digress in this way. I wassimply illustrat- 
ing by these references to the history of the country why the Jeffer- 
sonian Democrat could do whatever he pleased under the Constitution 
that inured to his benefit or to the benefit of his section. 

Mr. OATES. Allow me to request that the gentleman before closing 
his speech will cite, or attach to his speech so it may be printed in the 
RECORD, where Thomas Jefferson ever said or wrote that he had no 

power to acquire the territory of 

Mr. HEPBURN. There is no question about that fact. 

Mr. OATES. Then attach it to your speech when it comes to be 
printed, so that we may see what,authority you rely upen. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Why, he sent.a message to Congress asking for the 
passage of an amendment to the Constitution giving him that power 
and validating his act. ae sir, that is the history of the country, 
and the gentleman should be familiar with it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am fully satisfied these gentlemen do not see 
the serious constitutional objection in the way of this bill that some of 
them would have us believe. 

Mr. REAGAN. Does it satisfy the gentleman’s conscience because 
others have violated the Constitution he also can do so? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Idonot propose to violate the Constitution. Iam 
not one of those, I will say to the gentleman from Texas, who can in 
a take an oath to support the Constitution and before night 
a plot against its integrity and seek to overthrow it. [Applause 


te 


side.] 1 have read the Constitution, and it has so 
Seen ene Saveeeeetes om orerentomy Sani 

inst it. 
Mr. REAGAN, | It is always the last resort of the gentleman from 


cornered in argument, to talk about the rebellion. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I de not know and I do not care whether it is the 
first or last resort, but it issomething men have the right to talk about. 
nee ing theme of this century. It was 

It was the most useless and wicked 
ne liven, blood, and of treasure which men have 
this century or in any other. {Applause. } 
. Ofcourse lam not to enter into any discus- 
sion of the reasons which induced millions of honest men to peril their 
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o not hear what the eaten from Texas is 
saying, and i hope he wil Speak louder 
_Mr. REAGAN. I state that I do not propose to =e into a discus- 
sion of the reasons which caused that rebellion and which induced 
millions of honest men to peril their lives and everything they had, and 
devoted women to pray for their success. But it seems they should be 
entitled to some consideration even at the hands of the gentleman from 
Towa. 


Mr. HEPBURN. I never questioned the devotion and sacrifice of 
the people—of the masses—in that rebellion. I never tried to array 
the condemnation of public opinion against them; but, sir, whatever 
I have said has been against the men who led them into that causeless 








1886. 





Mr. REAGAN. I donot believe history will write it down that 
there were any such men as that. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I do not catch the gentlemgn’s remark. 

Mr. REAGAN. I say I do not believe that stich will be the verdict 
of history, that there was such a conspiracy. It was a movement, not 
of individual men, not by a conspiracy, but was the growth and out- 
come of a quarrel of thirty years of differences of opinion between the 
masses of the people, which culminated at that time as by a common 
impulse, and not as a.conspiracy, in which the masses of the people 
were led by a few. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Is it not true thatduring all of the months of 1860 
and 1861, while the Congress of the United States was in session, there 
were men here, high in authority, who had taken the oath as officials 
of this Government, who were nightly plotting and devising, consult- 
ing with each other and with individuals in the States as to how they 
were going to destroy the Union? Is not that a part of the history of 
the country, I ask the gentleman from Texas? 

Mr. REAGAN. Itis, as everybody will understand, a fact, that en 
the eve of a great event like that, men on both sides were consulting 
as to how they were to be governed in their future movements; but 
that there was a conspiracy on the part of the leaders of the people I 
do not believe history will warrant the gentleman in saying. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Ah! but they were here consulting as to how to 
destroy the Constitution, these very men, high in authority, who had 
within sixty days before taken an oath to support it. I ask the gen- 
tleman were there not men of that kind ? 

Mr. REAGAN. My attention was drawn off while the gentleman 
was asking his question. 

Mr. HEPBURN. But, Mr. Chairman, aside from this digression, it 
is said that this bill is against the interests of the poor man. I submit 
that that can scarcely be true, and I would ask any gentleman in this 
House if he has ever known of an instance where oleomargarine was 
sold as such. I ask if he has ever known of an instance where the 
purchaser did not pay the full price of a genuine article of butter when- 
ever he has bought this counterfeit article? 

Mr. LAWLER. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LAWLER. I.would answer the gentleman’s question by saying 
that at this very time in the city of Chicago it is sold as such. 

Mr. HEPBURN. At retail? 

Mr. LAWLER. At retail. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I know there is testimony to establish the fact 
that there is one citizen there who sells 9,000,000 pounds every year; 
and that may account for the zeal with which this measure is being 
opposed by certain gentlemen in the city of Chicago. 

Mr. LAWLER. The health department in every large city in the 
country can regulate the sale of this commodity just as it is done in 
Chi 


Mr. FREDERICK. And there never was a pound sold in Chicago 
for what it really was, notone. [Laughter. ] 
Mr. LAWLER. The gentleman is altogether mistaken, for we have 
ordinances regulating the sale of it in Chicago. 

Mr. FREDERICK. There is none of it sold for what it is, for we 
have the testimony before us, which is conclusive. 

Mr. BRUMM. Let me ask the gentleman from Iowa if he does not 
know the fact that in Pottsville, Pa., they are selling it by retail in 
open market under the name of ‘‘ butterine ?’’ 

Mr. HEPBURN. I have never known an instance of any of it being 
sold except as butter. 

Mr. MORGAN. Let me say to the gentleman, if he will permit me, 
as he was not present when the proof was taken in the committee, that 
it was fully established to our satisfaction that there is not 1 per cent. 
of the entire amount sold in the United States that is sold as oleomar- 
garine, sold for what it really is. 

Mr. HENDERSON, or Iowa. That is correct. 

Mr. MORGAN. It was so admitted before the committee. 

Mr. FREDERICK. The people of Chicago have got so used to 
fraud that they want to palm this stuff off upon the whole country. 
7a rich by just such means. 

= AM. Will the gentleman from Iowa yield to me a mo- 
men 

Mr. HEPBURN. I think I have yielded all the time I can spare. 

Mr. LAWLER. Let me say to the gentleman from Iowa, that Chi- 
cago to-day is one of the most healthy cities in the United States. The 
death rate is lower there than in any other city in the United States. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. It went up alittle the other day. [Langh- 


ter. 
. LAWLER. Nota bit of it. 
Mr. STRUBLE. With the certainty before them of going to hell, 
aca want to die on that account. [Renewed laughter. } 
. LAWLER. There are men getting fat making butterine right 


here in this ey we sight of the Capitol. You do not get pure 


butter here at 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I would like to know what this has got 
to do the war? 

Mr, URN. I believe I have the floor. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEeprurn] is 
entitled to the floor and will be permitted to proceed without inter- 
ruption. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I was about to say, Mr. Chairman, that a gentle- 
man occupying a seat on this floor has received from an association of 
cotton-seed oil manufacturers in the city of Memphis a very earnest 
appeal urging him to oppose, as best he can, and to the utmast of his 
ability, the passage of this act, for if it should happen that this bill 
becomes a law, that their industry, the manufacture of cotton seed oil, 
will receive a serious harm, and, as friends, they urge him to oppose 
the present legislation. Now, why isthat? Simply because cotton-sced 
oil that costs 3 cents a pound can be converted into cleomargarin 
any of these fraudulent butter products. It has been said her 
the cost of making the article is from 7 to 8 cents a pound. 

I insist, Mr. Chairman, that the very best article that is made, the 
best article of oleomargarine at the present price of tallow, 5 cents a 
pound, can be manufactured for between 6 and 7 cents a pound—the 
very best and purest that is made. If that istrue then it can well af- 
ford to sustain the tax of 10 cents a pound. That will make its cost 
amount only to 16 or 17 cents in the market; still leaving a handsome 
margin to the manufacturer, for it almost invariably sells at the price 
of good butter. Men have been astonished by the suddenactivity that 
has been inspired in opposition to this bill. Every member of this 
House has had his desk fairly weighted down by the resolutionsof th's 
cattle association, the cotton-seed'oil manufacturing establishment, this 
board of trade. I am glad to say that the whole of this opposition 
emanates from a single housein the city of Chicago which manutiactures 
9,000,000 pounds of this bogus butter; and yet I am free to say thatin 
my humble judgmentit is the best and the purest that ismade. Where 
it comes into competition with butter at 25 cents a pound, the manu- 
facturer and retailer are enabled to have a joint profit of not Jess than 
18 cents a pound, giving this Chicago manufacturer as the result of his 
production a revenue of a million each year. 

Mr. Chairman, if this proposition that I have made as to the cost of 
this article is true, then it will bein the power of the manufacturer 
after the payment of his tax to come in faircompetition with the butter 
that costs 16, or 17, 9r more cents a pound. if that be true then a 
revenue can be raised from this article. 

But gentlemen say that the purpose of this act is to-drive the article 
out of use, and they are unwilling to do that they tell us, but that 
they are entirely willing to indulge in such legislation as will mark, 
brand, define it. Why, M-. Chairman, it is claimed by some that is 
as certain te drive it out of the market. I insist there is none of it. or 
comparatively none of it, that is sold under its own appropriate name. 
It is when it steals the name of the genuine article that it has a market- 
able value. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. The gentleman states that none of this oleo- 
margarine is sold assuch. Iwill inform the gentleman that a law of 
the State of Florida requires that this oleomargarine shall be so branded. 
and it is sold in my State both wholesale and retail as oleomargarine, 

Mr. HEPBURN. For axle grease or for butter? 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. As oleomargarine; and every State has the 
power to do what the State of Florida has already done. 

Mr. BEACH. And the only people who buy it are the boarding- 
house keepers. 

Mr. HEPBURN. 





* or 


that 


The experience of the gentleman from Florida is 
different from mine. I have never seen an ounce of it knowing it to 
be such. I may have eaten my weight of it several times over, but 
not with my knowledge. I do not know but there are some varieties 
of these articles that are wholesome. I think I may say I have no 
doubt the pure article of oleomargarine may be entirely without dele- 
terious qualities. But, Mr. Chairman, that is the exception. The 
proofs that have been taken in this investigation show there are more 
than a dozen articles that enter into the composition uf this bogus but- 
ter. It has been shown in some instances it is made of articles that 
are known to be most deleterious to health; that they now have a proc- 
ess by which the most disgusting specimens of grease, filthy beyond 
description, are to a certain extent purified and made into the various 
forms of imitations of butter. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FREDERICK. 1 yield twenty minutes to the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON }. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. The gentleman from Minnesota [{ Mr. 
WHITE] has promised to yield me thirty minutes of his time when he 
takes the fioor as a member of the committee. I would be glad if I 
could use both the twenty minutes and the thirty minutes now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will have next to recognize in regular 
order some one in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Then Iwill go ahead with my twenty 
minutes, trusting to the good temper of the House to extend to me the 
courtesy I have asked. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa will proceed. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, the bill before us, I 
am very glad to say, is one that involves no political issue, but purely 
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an economic question. In this debate, I recognize no Democratic or 
Republican side of the Chamber. A great industrial interest is knock- 
ing at the Chamber of the national Capitol, and the law-makers should 
forget the interest of a political party and advance the standard in be- 
half of the industrial interests of the country. This is no bill upon 
which to try to make political capital for man or party, unless labor- 
ing honestly and bravely for the very best interests of the people may 
give that result. 

While touching this thought, I want to say that I am heart and soul 
with the distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY], 
whom I regret not to see im his place. He says that it has been the 
effort of the best part of his life to develop the resources and industries 
of his country. No man respects the gentleman more than I do and 
have done for years, but I regret that the trembling hand of age is now 
being laid upon the very foundation industry that gives life and vital- 
ity to the Republic. He would defend a few glutted moneyed corpora- 
tions and capitalists and strike dowh the purest industry that gives 
safety and business prosperity to the nation—the great farming indus- 
try. I comprehend the gentleman from Pennsylvania and the others 
from Pennsylvania who have shown and will yet show their hands in 
this debate against the appeal of the dairy interests in this land. The 
reason is obvious. We will get some revenue from this industry, and 
possibly the tariff laws will weaken some in consequence. Now, I am 
not an iron-clad, iron-bound protectionist. 

I believe in protecting all of the interests of this country that need 
protection; but I serve notice on Pennsylvania here and now that if 
there is to be no interest protected in this Chamber but iron, and if the 
farmers of this land and the great, glorious West are to be sacrificed to 
protect your iron industry, you will get your ‘‘eye-teeth’’ cut before 
many Congresses come and go. [Applause.] We have got to have 
fair play in this Chamber, and the powers are in the land that will take 
it if you do not come up like men and give it. I think I understand 
perfectly well why the gifted old legislator turns his face against us 
now, but I think there is strength enough on both sides of this Cham- 
ber to protect the interest that is now clamoring for justice without 
depending upon men who seem to care nothing about it and who never 
raise their voices except to defend the protective tariff, and especially 
when the iron industry of Pennsylvania is at stake. 

Mr. BAYNE. Will the gentleman permit me to say a word? 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I will permit the gentlemanif I have 
the time; but I have a good deal tosay, andif I begin with one I shall 
have to yield to others. However, I will hear you. 

Mr. BAYNE. I wish merely to say that my colleague from Phila- 
delphia [Mr. KELLEY] and my colleague who spoke to-day [Mr. Cur- 
TIN] do not speak for Pennsylvania upon this bill. One of my col- 
leagues spoke yesterday in favor of this bill, and I myself am for the 
bill, and I believe the people of Pennsylvania are for it. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. My friend from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
BAYNE] is always a bright and shining light, and on this occasion he 
marks an oasis in what I supposed to be an unbroken Pennsylvania 
desert. [Laughter.] Now, 


WHAT IS THIS BILL? 


What is it for? Mr. Chairman, it is a true, clean-cut revenue bill. 
Its provisions are simply these: It levies a tax of $600 per annum upon 
every manufacturer of oleomargarine, a tax of $480 per annum upon 
every wholesale dealer, a tax of $48 on retail dealers, and a:tax of 10 
cents a pound to be paid by the manufacturer, to be evidenced by a 
stamp upon the box containing the article. The manufacturer is also 
required to give bonds for his faithful compliance with the law. 

In addition there are, and most wisely, strong fines and penalties im- 
posed for violating the law, and these are none too severe. My distin- 
guished and always beautiful friend (in debate), the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, says thatthis bill is ‘‘ inquisitorial.’”’ I reply 
that it contains no element that has not been for nearly a quarter of a 
century in successful operation in this country. So far as it can, it 
embodies the provisions of the law relating to snuff and cigars and 
makes them applicable to oleomargarine or bogus butter. There is no 
novelty in this bill. It is —— after one of the plain, simple in- 
ternal-revenue laws of the land, and there is nothing startling in it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the first question that naturally arises is this: 

DO WE NEED THE MONEY? 
We have heard some talk about an overflowing Treasury. I say to gen- 
tlemen that we do need the money, and in evidence of that I will quote 
the official head of this Government. I refer to 8 and 9 of the 
last report of the Secretary of the Treasury, which contain the follow- 


ing: 
Fiscal year 1887. 
The revenues of the fiscal year ending June 30, _ are thus estimated upon 
the basis of existing laws: 


FPUOE:) CRARORRD...ccesteewssncscntacinns etnvel ghusnntalatpgeareiqnagiivinen ivininwedbaleanieth .« $175, 000,000 00 
From internal revenue.. connedenessbevemsctacnonasbepampieecen. . BAe One Oen OD 
From sales of public lands... 


secusennsesernasngtenenetnnsiunnnestiiandnadinisstdienbdinees 5, 000 00 
Proua tax on national baw ........c.esscrossccsccs vsoven cosmeoouguseevonnasecconese 3000. O00 00 
From ron vupegunens of interest and sinking fund, Pacific railroad 1,300, 000 00 
From customs fees, fines, penalties, ties, Be ercotenentniedt ad epee 900, 000 00 
From fees—consular, letters patent, and. ~- 8,000,000 00 
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From proceeds of sale of seen, es property... 


300, x 
From profits on coinage, 200 0 





4, 000, ( 
From deposits for surveyin, 400, 000 © 
From revenues 1, 900, 000 00 
From miscellaneous so 4, 000, 000 00 


a 
Total estimated ordinary receipts... + 815,000,000 09 


The estimates of expenditures for the same 2 period, , received from tl the several 
Executive Departments, are as follows: 














DIO cccnessstoccdtsnisinncvimbodiuhutsininbatinetacdeetertecceere nbentenettesees $3, 275, 823 92 
Executive...... woes §=:18, 491, 311 7 
ay EIEN -onsentnpcnnsunnpetooneessugnpenacnonnsenunanesornnsevens comnensoneoennnssbouresoncosoones 40s, 300 = 
Woreign IMsSHSOUEBEC............00ccee+-s0cssevvcereseseccecotoccecs ocscnvosccssesecocoosse 1, 604, 961 60 
Military establishment... we 25,680,495 51 
Naval establishment .............00sscssessserssseseeenenrsssseeenenncensessneee execes 30, 836, 357 7 
6, 051, 259 4 
75, 830, 200 00 
26, 860,016 76 
7,443, 914 25 
iscellaneo 20, 356, 082 03 
District of Columbia echereanniiainmiaenenemagmnanornametmcensenipienotpnemerss: - 8,839,868 99 
Permanent annual oa. 
Interest on the pu debt... cesseecsescereeeeeseeese 48,500, 000 00 
Hefundl DI tercntenctinasli arte neneanniewtnengegugel 46, 659, 000 00 
Refunding—customs, internal souenyn, lands, 
GeRRienienss paneqtncuneenlignttibasiverteseeseeeghsveocemnainistey 13, 152, 400 00 
Collecting revenue from custom.................-...06 5,600, 000 00 
BEI pee AROOUS .ccccersecccscsssecocsnccocscconcsccns coovecsseeeeee 5, 099,555 00 
118, 910, 955 00 
Total estimated expenditures, including sinking fund....... _ 339, 58: 589, 552 fs 


0 I BIE  iitrecencacttbienmeinieningnanpabpsniecinnnansy - 24, 58 589, 552 34 4 


As will be seen the Secretary of the Treasury estimates that there will 
be a deficit of $24,589,000 on the 30th day of June, 1887, and he states 
in detail the basis for. his conclusion. Now, this is “not any rambling 
statement. It isa careful official estimate submitted by the official 
financial headof the Republic. _ In addition to that this Congress, with 
a patriotism that I commend, has added to the pensions of the widows 
and orphans of the Union soldier $6,000,000 per annum, not taken into 
account by the Secretary of the Treasury, but which will be added to 
the expenses of the Government, thus raising the amount of the deificit 
to $30,000,000. Then, if the Mexican pension bill goes through the 
Senate, as it has gone through the House, we shall have from forty to 
fifty millions more to pay. I need not call the attention of the House 
to the fact that we have a vast debt still unpaid, that we have appeal- 
ing rivers and harbors, that public buildings are needed—nearly every 
State demanding them—until we are afraid we have not money enough 
to give all that is needed. I need not remind this Chamber that the 
Army of the United States has been reduced toa platoon, and the Navy 
to a naked flag-staff. I do not need to remind this Chamber that we 
— no merchant marine, and let it not be forgotten that the idol of 


e great party in this nation, ‘‘ the Old Sage of Gramercy,’’ has coun- 
Sahel and appealed for the ex iture of millions for our coast defenses. 
ye stand to-day a stingy cramped nation in regard to many needed 


expenditures; and I say, with Secretary Manning, that we do need this 
money. Now, Mr. Chairman, I pass from that. 
The next question that naturally arises after the question, Do we 
need the money ? is this: 
18S THE PROPOSED LAW CONSTITUTIONAL? 


Upon this point I am compelled to be brief, but I want the gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] or the chairman of the Judici iary 
[Mr. TUCKER] or any other lawyer in this Chamber to lay his finger 
on a line or a sentence or a proposition in the bill that the Supreme 
Court can set aside. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN ] said— 
and I thank him for his candor—that he had to couple the remarks of 
friends of the measure with the language of the bill itself in order to 
hold it to be unconstitutional. Mr. Chairman, that will not do. This 
debate is no part of this bill, and never can be considered by any court 
that may pass upon its constitutionality. pay Ho very glad that the 
chairman of the Committee on the J going to print his re- 
port against one of these bills, as I had intended to print it myself in 
connection with my remarks. 
majority of the Judiciary Committee are forced to 
admit the constitutionality of this because it is based on Arti- 
cle I, section 8 of the Constitution of the United States, giving abso- 

collect ; and the chairman of 
the committee in that report admits that the judicial dare not 
ves for the pas- 
the law itself for thatguide. We 
to levy and collect taxes. Here 
we are deciding whether it is necessary or not to do that. We exer- 
cise the power; and the mode of its exercise can not be questioned by 
the udicial tribunal in the Republic. T say, then, i is. wast 
If pathy sour te the t this bill—a bill 

we we have oan —a bi 

nonesl to arise in the mind of a 











tims Laem wee 





1886. 





UPON WHAT SHALL WE LEVY A TAX 
jn order to do the least harm and the most good? Now, I appeal to 
gentlemen in this chamber, if you look over the list of articles to de- 
cide upon which you will levy a tax, upon what other article could 
you levy it to do so little harm and so much good to the masses of the 


- people? No man who wishes to withstand criticism will dare to say 


that the lawmaker should not take such considerations into account. 

During the late war and for some time after its close we levied in- 
ternal duties ypon hundreds and hundreds of articles. We imposed 
an income tax; we imposed a stamp-tax on checks. The farmer could 
not slaughter a cow, or a sheep, or a pig, without rendering account 
and paying @ tax. He could not open his door and take in half a dozen 
men tostay over night and accept a trifling compensation without being 
compelled to pay $10 tax as a hotel keeper. The hand of the law was 
everywhere = the industries of this country. By Congress after 
Congress, as the war receded, the hand of the law was removed from 
various articles and various lines of business. Upon what wasit left? 
Distilled spirits, fermented liquors, snuff, and tobacco. Why were 
these left? Because it accorded with the judgment of almost the en- 
tire nation that internal taxation should be restricted chiefly to these 
articles. Some were in favor of this form of taxation because they 
thought it would be a restraint upon the manufacture of the articles; 
others were in favor of their taxation because they were luxuries. 
Whether the tax was paid by the big-hearted German with his over- 
flowing glass of lager before him, or by the millionaire sitting at Del- 
monico’s with his sparkling champagne in his hand, or by the sturdy 
old Kentuckian with his ‘‘old reliable bourbon,’’ we all felt and ad- 
mitted the propriety of laying the hand of the law upon those partic- 
ular industries. So too the State banks were deliberately taxed out 
of life and the destruction of those banks was the sole aim of the law 
taxing them. 

Now, we have presented here the question, is oleomargarine some- 
oe _ be picked out and designated as a thing to be thus handled and 
tax 


WHAT IS OLEOMARGARINE? 

And I will say to gentlemen who criticise my pronunciation that it is 
natural to give the soft sound in speaking of so soft an article. [Laugh- 
ter.] Now, I do not find oleomargarine referred to in the Bible, but I 
do find it in the works of Shak 

Mr. DUNHAM. Do you find butter in the Bible? 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Yes; you will find butter in the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelations. You will hardly find a book in the Bible 
that does not speak of butter. The article came into use before pro- 
fane hi was written. Milk and butter have been the food of man 
from time immemorial, and you do not need medical certificates or the 
resolutions of boards of trade to tell you that butter is a wholesome 
article of food. The experience of generations testifies to it. In all 
times it has been on the table of the king in his palace, and the poor 
man’sinhiscabin. ‘‘Milkand honey!’? Why, it was promised to the 
children of Israel in the desert. Herodotus speaks of butter four hun- 
dred and sixty years before the Christian era. The cow has taken the 
motherless babe through infancy and equipped with strength the gladi- 
ator anaes for life in the bloody amphitheaters of Rome. Such 
articles , of all things, are entitled to kind consideration and the 
fullest protection from the lawmaker. 

Now, let me give you the first record I find of oleomargarine. Inthe 
fourth act of the play of Macbeth, where there was a little cotillion of 
witches, I find oleomargarine completely described. 

These witches had a great caldron in their midst, something like 
what our good friend Armour has in Chicago, to work up this product, 
or like the one which was testified about by a gentleman before the 
Committee on Agriculture. A witness appeared before that commit- 
tee when I was present, and testified as to the manufacture of oleo oil 
in Washington city. I heard him state that dead horses, dead cows, 
and even dead dogs, when they had been shot for hydrophobia, the rotten 
carcasses Of the city, were gathered up and taken to arendering estab- 
lishment here where the great bulk of these things were made into 
“pure”? oleo oil (these boards of trade always pick out strong adjec- 


tives) and shi away to be sold for the making of butter, while the 
rest was made into soap. 
Now, it is a caldron like that the witches are about, and here is the 


processofmaking oleomargarine. It has improved little, if any, since 
the days of the bloody Macbeth. Here is the process: 


Frest Witcn. Round about the cauldron go; 
In the ‘d entrails throw—— 
— under coldest stone, 
Days nights hast thirty-one 
Swelter’d venom 
Boil thou first i’ the c 


(Laughter. ] 


Seconp Wiren. Fillet of a fenny snake, 
In the cauldron boil -~_ bake: 


: 


’ 


pot! 
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Turrp Wirtcx. Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf; 
Witches’ mummy; maw, and gulf, 
Of the ravin’d salt-sea shark ; 

Root of hemlock, digg’d i’ the dark; 

Liver of blaspheming Jew ; 

Gall of goat, and slips of yew, 

Sliver’d in the moon’s eclipse ; 

Nose of Turk, and Tartar’s lips; 

Finger of birth-strangled babe, 

Ditch-deliver’d by a drab, 

Make the gruel thick and slab; 

Add thereto a tiger’s chaudron, 

For the ingredients of our cauldron, 
Here Hecate comes in. 


Hecate. O, well done! I commend your pains; 
And every one shall share i’ the gains, 
And now about the cauldron sing, 
Like elves and fairies in a ring, 
Enchanting all that you put in. 
First Wires. Pour in sow’s blood, that hath eaten 
Her nine farrow; grease, that’s sweaten 
From the murderer's gibbet, throw 
Into the flame. 


[Great laughter and applause. ] 

So much for oleomargarine, as Mr. Shakspeare has described it. It 
could not be more fitly done; but I will call up other witnesses who 
know what they are talking about to tell us the character of bogus 
butter. Iwill introduce seventeen patents for the manufacture of bogus 
butter granted by the Patent Office of the United States. These pat- 
ents name forty-nine distinct ingredients that are used in the manu- 
facture of bogus butter. They are capsic acid, nitric acid, sugar of 
lead, benzoic acid, butyric acid, commercial sulphuric acid, boracic acid, 
salicylic acid, chlorate of potash, caparic acid, caustic potash, carbolic 
acid. 

The twelve ingredients are each and every one poisons. 

Then there are sulphate of lime (used to poison rats), tallow, butyric 
ether, caul, bene, turnip-seed oil, oil of sweet almonds, stomach of 
pigs, stomach of sheep, stomach of calves, mustard-seed oil, bicarbon- 
ate of potash, alum, cows’ udders, sal soda, nitrate of soda, dry blood 
albumen, borax, orris root, bicarbonate of soda, sulphate of soda, chalk, 
slippery-elm bark, bromo chloralum, oil of peanuts, caustic soda. 

The foregoing twenty-six ingredients are more or less dangerous to 
health, depending upon the proportions employed. 

Then there are glycerine, castor oil, gastric juice, curcumine, cotton- 
seed oil, peroxide of magnesia, pepsin, lard, farinaceous flour, olive oil, 
and sugar—eleven ingredients that are comparatively harmless and may 
be used if one is willing to have his stomach turned into an apothe- 
cary-shop or a pork-packing establishment. : 

It must not be forgotten in this connection the character of the lard 
and tallow used in the manufacture of this product. It should be 
borne in mind that the system described before the Committee on Ag- 
riculture as obtaining in the city of Washington obtains in every large 
city of the country in a greater or less degree. The dead animals in 
the city, the animals that die in transportation from the far West and 
are brought dead into the great packing center of Chicago, are taken 
and worked up into oleo oil, lard, and tallow, possessing unwholesome 
ingredients that are dangerous as food. But there is another article 
largely used in this production. I refer to cotton-seed oil; and this 
may throw some light upon the opposition that we are encountering 
from our brethren in the South in connection with the discussion of this 
bill. I will read in this connection an article just clipped from’the 
Daily Register of my own State, and which comes from the pen of one 
of the most enlightened agricultural writers in the United States, well 
known as Father Clarkson, ef Iowa. Here it is: 

A BAD CONFESSION, 


The manufacturers of fraudulent butter and their friends have all along been 
contending that oleomargarine and suine butter were made entirely of pure, 
healthy, and palatable animal fats; and that they were as pure as cow butter. 
The patents obtained from the Patent Office showed differently. This,the man- 
ufacturers contend, was not general or successful ingredients used by the real 
fraudulent butter makers. But last week, fearing that the bill for the protection 
of butter would pass, the following telegram was sent from Memphis to a few 
Southern Congressmen, who they thought could be controlled by their devotion 
to the cotton interests, by which they effectually give themselves away in ac- 
knowledging that cotton-seed oil enters largely into the composition of butter. 
The telegram was as follows: 

“ The undersigned, at the request and on behalf of the Cotton-Seed Crushers’ 
Association, now in convention assembled at Memphis, earnestly request your 
influence and co-operation in defeating a bill reported from the Committee’ on 
Agriculture by Mr. Hatch, of Missouri, to impose a tax upon manufactured 
butter. If passed this bill would strike directly at Southern cotton planters, 
whose seed is crushed by about one hundred and thirty mills, and the oil from 
which enters largely into the manufacture of butter. Furthermore, it would 
deprive poor classes of a cheap butter, pronounced by eminent chemists to be 
wholesome.” 

The dispatch is signed by J. W. Allison, president; E. 
dent, and J. H. Duggan, secretary. 


It will thus appear that, in addition to the deadly poisons, unwhole- 
some articles, and those of a quasi-unwholesome character, we have to 
encounter cotton-seed oil in the manufacture of this bogus article. We 
may as well be plain on this subject. It has reached the point in the 
history of our country where 

THE CITY SCAVENGER BUTTERS YOUR BREAD, 
and his reeking hand decks your table with one of the most necessary 
articles of food. The production of this article has reached the point 
where 200,000,000 pounds are annually produced in this country. 


Urquhart, vice-presi- 
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From the Department of Agriculture I gather a few facts which may 
be worthy notice. 

Kansas City turns out 6,000 pounds of oleomargarine daily. Saint 
Louis manufactures weekly 6,000 pounds of lardine—a composition of 
hog fat and decayed vegetable matter; but she manufactures, as I un- 
derstand, no oleomargarine. 

The same information states that 100,000 pounds of this combination 
is made daily in Chicago; but Colonel Littler, secretary of the National 
Dairyman’s Association, I believe, living in Chicago, making close in- 
vestigation into this question, stated before the Committeeon Agricult- 
ure that there were sixteen houses in Chicago making bogus butter and 
turning out 200,000 pounds daily. Although the bogus butter men 
were represented at that meeting none rose to contradict the statement 
of Colonel Littler. Then there is oleo oil—pure beef fat. Of this 250 
tierces are made weekly in Saint Louis for shipment to Rotterdam and 
Holland; of the same material Kansas City produces 200 tierces, and 
Chicago from 1,200 to 1,500 tierces of the same weekly. Saint Louis, 
during the three winter months, made from 1,000 to 1,500 pounds of 
butterine daily, and at least 100,000 pounds for the three months. 
Kansas City during the same time was grinding out 6,500 pounds of 
this ‘‘colored grease’’ daily. The same authority states that East 
Saint Louis used cotton-seed oil occasionally in the manufacture of 
““pure dairy butter.’’ . 

From information received, also from the ee 
I iearn that the Standard Butter Company of Boston e, during 
1885, of oleo oil 148,814 pounds; of artificial butter, 180,000 pounds; 
ts Providence Dairy Company, of Rhode Island, made of butterine, 
in 1885, 1,750,000 pounds. During the same year there was manu- 
factured in Cincinnati, of butterine 766,956 pounds. N. I. Nathan & 
Co., of New York, made of butterine 2,000,000 pounds in 1885; John 
Reardon & Sons, of Boston, of oleomargarine 2,740,687 pounds; of 
oleo butter 1,158,706 pounds. The Woodlawn Dairy Company, of 
Pawtucket, Kk. I., made of oleomargarine 931,200 pounds; in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., one factory makes in one week of oelo oil 50,000 pounds, 
mostly shipped to Holland. Louisville in 1885 manufactured of but- 
terine 500,000 pounds. It is estimated that in Chicago there is made 
of butterine annually not less than 20,000,000 pounds. 

These are some data that I have been able to gather from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, and is doubtless far short of giving us the amount 
of business now being done in the manufacture of this counterfeit arti- 
cle. Not less than $12,000,000 are now invested in its production, and 
if the wealth of the men and companies en in its production were 
taken into account it would exceed $100,000,000; and these gentlemen 
engaged in producing this article are compelled, in order to reap a rich 
harvest in the way of profits, to so conduct their business as to enable 
the retailer to sell it in disguise. But they are and above board 
in their advertising of this abomination. I will read from the New 
York Produce Exchange Bulletin of May 15, 1886, one advertisement 
as a sample: 


Quality ©. H. ROBISON & CO., Chicago, 
MAKERS OF BEST BUTTERINE IN THE WORLD. 


Guaranteed. 





H, ¥. ORVIS, ING. LORENTZEN, 
COOK COUNTY DAIRY CO., 
Manufacturers of fine imitation 
CREAMERY AND DAIRY BUTTER 
(Butterine). 

OFFICE AND SALES-ROOM, 

131 South Water street, 2 ipioe), eprvel be sce? a ol eRe 


Goods packed in any style or size of package desired. 
SEND FOR PRICE-LIST. 


ARTIFICIAL BUTTER-MAKERS. 


J. J. Murray invented Leaf-lard Butter in 1867, 


J. J. MURRAY & CO. 
(Successors to Ricnuarps & Murray), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PURE ARTIFICIAL BUTTER, 


In order further to throw light upon this mode of getting this before 
the public I now submit for the consideration of the committee a ver- 
batim copy of a letter sent from N. I. Nathan & Co., of New York, to 
a firm in Washington city, which speaks for itself: 

[N. I. Nathan & Co., manufacturers of butterine, under patent granted to N. I. 
Nathan, 24} Grove street.) 
New York, March 30, 1886. 

Sms: We have taken the liberty of forwardi ‘ou per lvania Rail- 
road one 10-pound tub of our creamery brand Cattertan, we claim is 
the finest in the market, for which we do not charge you We 
antee uniformity in ity at all times, and our present price for 
cents per pound net f. o. b. New York in the following 
firkins, 10, 20, 30, 40, and 56 pound Welsh tubs; 1 rolls, 
fifty in a tub; 60-pound tubs, catch- 
a case; l-pound square prints, 52 
satisfactory we would be pleased to receive your 

Yours, very y, 





N. lL. NATHAN & CO. 
So much for the production of the article. A word further as to 
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admitted that it is possible to make something approaching the 
pearance and taste of butter that is comparatively wholesome; but ;; 
true that the great body of it is not wholesome, and that with +), 
temptation to gather in everything capable of being manufactured j;,; 
butter, getting it cheap and throwing it upon the market, but fey 
the manufacturers will confine themselves to a wholesome article. 
this connection I submit, for the information of the House, an arti. 
clipped from the Dairyman of April 8, 1886, which speaks for its); 


process in making. e states that there can not be the slightest doubt that 
person who eats so promiscuous and so lively a mixture as the butterine exam- 
ined is running great risk morally as wellas physically. This is the eviden 
of filth in making butterine that is coming to the surface even now, when })1- 
terine manufacturers should be on their good behavior while active war is being 


waged against 

people be left to their own sweet will in making this coun 
Any one who has had doubts about the P 

facture and sale of oleomargarine should carefully reflect upon the results o 
these scientific tests, and then reason in his mind what will probably be do: 
by these manufacturers if the attention of the public is withdrawn from 









May 25, 


ITS GENERAL CHARACTER, 
The advocates of this article claim that it is wholesome. It may | 


SOME PROOF OF GUILT. 
[Reproduced by special request. ] 
Professor Nachrieb, of the Minnesota University, has been analyzing so, 


butterine. The best samples, he says, had many living organisms and spo: 5 . 
them, with masses of dead mold, bits of cellulous wood, various colored particies 
shreds of hair, bristles, &c., while other samples teemed with life. Dou)i:,)) 


rtions of worms were also noticed. The great number and variety of orga). 
found in the samples indicate the use of foul water and a criminal! y 1); 


the 


2 


them. What may be ex should the war abate and these 


eit compound? 





ropriety of interfering with the n 





eir 
work. 


Think of the temptation they will be subjected to! For instance, A renders 
the bodies of dead animals from a large tz including cats, dogs, horses, 4 
a perfectly legitimate industry, for he sells t toa wholesale dealer why 
may make it, or a part of it, into lubricating oil or axle grease; but B comes 
along, and, examining some of the barrels, says he will try it in his oleomarga- 
rine not knowing or caring where theoilcamefrom. He finds ita suc- 
cess in deceiving the public and soon he buys directly from the horse-rendering 
ent. Itis not to prove that this is now being done, but the 
ractical mind can see how quickly it will be done if there is no supervision of 


matter the State or General Government. Then, again, the class of men 


occupied with this industry are proven beyond all peradventure to belong toan 


order of loose speculators with weak and nimble consciences. They know the 
stuff is sold in a deceitful manner,and hence put themselves outside of that 
principle of the law that p 1 men innocent until they are proven 


guilty. We know that all men are not innocent,and in proof of this we lock 
our rs and take precautions to guard our lives and property long before we 


attempt to prove that the villains are guilty. Have wenot the same moral right 
with our food, and should we not make laws to take all the legitimate precau- 


tions we can procureand maintain a high standard of unadulterated food” 


Thegentleman from Pennsylvania, my honored friend [Mr. KELLEY J, 
contents himself because bogus butter can be made so that it can not 
be detected. This he does on the statement of some gentleman whom 
he tripped up before his committee when he was the chairman of it. 
My honored friend has not been keeping pace with the investigation of 
this question. If he had he would learn that 

IT CAN BE EASILY DETECTED 
by the use of the microscope. In this connection I submit herewith a 
letter from Thomas Taylor, M. D., microscopist of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, which shows that the bogus butter is abso- 
lutely certain of detection: 
BUITER FAT AND OLEOMARGARINE. 

The following letter to Dr. Sturtevant, of the New York experiment station, 
explains Dr. Ta s method of discriminating between genuine butter and the 
counterfeits sold as oleomargarine butter, &c., at the close of which he pays his 
respects to Professor Weber and Bulletin 13: 

Unirep States DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, D. C., March 21, 1836 

My DearSrir: Ire that when you werein Washington, onthe 24th uitimo, 
you were notable to devote a portion of your time to my division work r®lating 
to butter and fats. 

In answer tothe note you left on my desk, requesting a statement of my 

methods of butter substitutes, I submit herewit!, 
of the Commissioner of Agriculture, Norman J. Cole- 

“TiS caccnad bs meapseennpeeed ir bopebiedh anvil ial regard 
ve un us pu anything regarding 
the originality of my discwveriea, having considered it of Siecle apentes impor- 
tance to make my in less of the experiments or views of any 
one else. object has , primarily, to demonstrate the bility of dis- 
tinguishing, means of the , pure butter from the butter substi 
tutes of commerce—an achievement hitherto considered impossible by the |cad- 
ae Europe and the United States. Hassal says, in his edition 0! 
: “It is erreonous to suppose that butter and fats can be distinguished from 
each other, even by means of polarized light.” The late Professor Voelcher, 
chemist of the Royal eee Society of England, stated before a Parlia- 
mentary eommittee that he was unable to discriminate between butter and the 

other animal fats, 


When I commenced my microscopic observations of butter and fats several 
conviction that I should be able to discriminate be- 
by means of polarized light, basing 
ony cousietene Ca SSS. eaee butter is a non-polarizing substance, 
while the solid and semi-fluid fats contained in such substancesas lard and bee! 
fat oil are polarizing bodies. 
Vo of butter-like material is presented for 
a grain of it upon a microscope slide (a piece of glass 3 by 1 ver 
I place a circular glass cover, and compress the substance into a thin film, © 
until it appears semi-transparent. If it presents a white, even, cloud-like 4)- 
ce, and has the odor and taste of butter, I conclude that it is probably 


. I mount about 
), over which 


tter. If, when boiled over the flame of a spirit lamp, it gives off the odor 0! 

1 is another indication in its favor. 
If, when with a few fae at strong uric it slowly be- 
comes of a salmon color within to twenty m ora light brick red, 
the lapse of about twenty-four hours toa color, this is an- 
other of its genuineness, Lard and beef-fat in the same length of 


time and under similar conditions each assumes a walnut color. (For a fuller 


of acid see my first on the acid treatment of butter 
— 





] 
] 
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*1 
‘ 
' 





1886. 


If the sample is submitted to the action of polarized light and selenite plate, 
and appears of a uniform green, red, blue, or yellow color, according to the 
selenite used, we have another indication that the substance is pure butter; 
normal butter under these conditions never exhibits prismatic colors. 

Sometimes large crystals of salt cause the appearance of prismatic colors in 

ure butter by refraction. These should be removed. Butterthat has been ex- 
P to light until it is bleached, or butter that has been in immediate contact 

or a long time with a substance that absorbs its oil, as when placed in wooden 
- tabs, has undergonea chemical change, and should not be considered as normal 
patter. A su butter when boiled with or without oil will yield large 
crystals of fat attending to the following directions: Place from half an ounce 
toan ounce of butter ina test-tube of sufficient capacity, holding the tube by 
means of a twisted wire over a spirit-lamp until the butter is thoroughly boiled 
for about one minute; then in order to crystallize, let it cool in an atmosphere 
of from 50° to 60° Fahrenheit during a space of from twelve to twenty-four hours, 
so that it wil eo slowly; this will give the best results. Take a portion 
of this when on the point of a pen-knife, place it on a glass slide, add to 
it one drop of sweet oil, and with a pin separate the crystals, which are large 

enough to be seen with the nakedeye. Your microscopist should now make a 

“varnish ring,” within which the butter and oil are to be secured undera glass 

cover, care being taken not to crush the crystals. The “ring” should beabout 

one-tenth of an in thickness, and may be made in advance. Subject the 
specimen to polarized light, turn the polarizer until a dark ground is produced, 
and the butter crystal will appear bright, exhibiting upon its surface a black 
orgss, in outline the same as that known as the cross of St. Andrew. 

hen old butter or butter which has been kept in a warm atmosphere is 

poiled and cooled, a secondary crystallization quickly takes place, of a rosette- 
like form, which erally proceeds from the center of the cross. A very supe- 
rior freshly made butter rich in fats, which has been kept cool previous to boil- 
ing, may be preserved a long time at a temperature of 60° without exhibiting 
the rosette . Isend you a slide of butter crystals, some of which may be 
observed in the act of ‘ budding,” the apes filled with the rosettes which 
have floated off from the original globose forms which show the black cross. 
These appearances are among the conditions which distinguish pure butter from 
the fats of beef, mutton, and lard. Use a magnifying power of about 100 diame- 
ters for the globose of crystals and a power of about 250 diameters for the small 
rosette-like bodies, which vary greatly in size and — be mistaken by an in- 
experienced observer for the crystals of the fat of beef in their early stage of de- 
velopment, 





A SECOND METHOD, 


To an ounce of butter add half an ounce of pure cotton-seed oil. 
amount of oil will depe nd upon the quality of the butter. If the butter is 
naturally of an oily character, less oil ma used. If the proportionsare prop- 
erly adjusted, the composition, when cold, will be semi-fluid, such as the sample 
Isend you. The second method has this advantage over the first, namely, that 
in qpeekanens so prepared the crystals retain their form for a longer period. 


BEEF-FAT. 


Take any portion of beef-fat, render it slowly in an iron pot without water, 
strain it, and set it away to cool. Toan ounce of solid fat thus obtained add 
cotton-seed oil, heat in a test-tube nearly to the point of decomposition, and let 
itcool forabout twenty-four hours at a temperature of about 60° Fahrenheit. Its 
consistency should then be semi-fluid. Mount witha“ varnish ring.” The crys- 
tals of the fatof beefare very small on first boiling, and should be reboiled and 
cooled several times. In this way the crystals enlarge and become better de- 
fined and appear quite different from the secondary crystals of butter. High 
powers are uired for this fat, say from 450 to 1,000 diameters. Thecrystals of 
beef-fat treated as above and viewed under high powers present a foliated ap- 

arance. 
= my ordinary methods of mounting, for temporary use, I dispense with the 
ring,” taking care to press the covers very gently, especially when mounting 
large erystalsof butter. Beef, mutton, and] may be pressed without damage. 

LARD. 

No reliance can be placed upon the lards of commerce asto their purity. Leaf- 
lard is now rendered by some firms with a small quantity of soda for the pur- 
pose of dissolving the ues; by this means an impure lard is produced which 
contains asmall amount of soap in which the crystals are not so well defined as 
in lards rendered without the aid of chemicals. 

Lard qoumpone’ of stearine and cotton-seed oil is also on the market; it may 
contain fat, for one of the forms of stearine is a roughly made biproduct of 
the oil of beef fat. A lard thus made will show strongly marked stellar crys- 
tals. To avoid mistakes in rd to the crystallography ofthe fats or plants and 
animals I always render the fats I used in my experiments, noting the stages 
of crystallization Sear which they in oil solutions. 

Rerre aes some of the peculiarities of normal butter, the crystalline char- 
acter of butter, of lard and of tallow, one is in a position to discriminate be- 
tween pure normal butter and the butter substitutes containing free fats. That 
pure normal butter viewed under polarized light and selenite plate shows no 

colors, the following experiments demonstrate: Place a green selenite 
een the polarizer and the analyzer and a plain green color will be observed. 
Then place a mounted slide of normal butter, under the selenite, view again. 
and the same even green color is observed. Now place a small portion of lard 
or beef-fat oil on the same slide, and with the polarized lightand the same green 
selenite the fat will exhibit prismatic colors, showing the contrast between a 
y, such as the semi-solid fats, and a non-polarizing body, like pure 

BUTTERINE AND OLEOMARGARINE. 


a 

he preceding experiments explain why butterine, which contains solid or 
semi-fluid, translucent fats, such as lard and tallow, in combination with un- 
boiled butter, is so easily detected when submitted to the action of polarized 
light and selenite . Thecrystals of lard or of tallow generally observed in 
great numbers are easily distinguished from the mass of amorphous fats with 
which they are combined. This is one of the most important of my tests of 
and butterine. 
chemist of the Ohio Experiment Station at Columbus, 
been testing my methods of detecting the butter substi- 
reports in bulletin 13 of that station, under date March 1, 
the use of my butter tests on a variety of butters procured from those 
the stock show of Chicago, he observed invariably the form of 
Andrew’scross as I have described it; and further, that on submitting 
polarizing light *‘ nothing but the small irregular stellated bodies could 
in which the cross was entirely wanting. A large number of slides were 
and examined, butnot a single ‘butter crystal’ couldbefound.”’ Pro- 
fessor Weber further states that oleo oil (beef-fat oil) treated in like manner 
results, ‘only small stellate crystals were present. Thus far the 
statements of Dr. Taylor were fully corroborated.” He thus ac- 
correctness of three of my original experiments, but he fails to 
practice. According to his report he made fifteen experiments 
these only the first three have any relation to my methods. The re- 
maining twelve are based on his uniform plan of boiling ali of his combinet ions 

of butterine at a high temperature. 
Let us review experiment No.4. He says: “A mixture consisting of 90 per 
cent, “ oleo oil" (beef-fat oil) was boiled and cooled as 
. slides could not be distinguished from the pure butter 
slides.” (He means that they showed only the butter cross.) Why should he 


The 


“ 


lard to 
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boil this ‘oleomargarine, when by simply mounting a portion and viewing it 
with polarized light and selenite plate the prismatic colors, which show the 
presence of foreign fats—the object to be attained—are atonceobserved? I have 
just examined a composition of butter and * cleo oil" (beef-fat oil) in the pro- 
ee given above. The butter was melted at a temperature of 104 degrees 

‘ahrenheit, and combined with the beef-fat oil. The mounted slide shows no 
butter crystals, while it did exhibit those of beef fat (oleo oil). In this case I 
imitated the methods of those engaged in the production of butterine and oleo- 
margarine by only melting the butter and fats at a very lowtemperature. Pre- 
fessor Weber erred in boiling his oleomargarine, and this holds good with all 
his experiments from No. 4 to No. 15 inclusive. His last twelve experiments 
must be eliminated from the consideration of this subject, because they have no 
relation to my methods of discriminating between butter and oleomargarine ; 
nor do the characteristics of the butter crystal of necessity have direct relation 
to the detection of oleomargarine. It is only when the differentiation of the 
respective crystals of the fats of the various plants and animals 
that the cross of butter becomes an important factor. 

Professor Weber’s experiments, wherein by triturating lard and oleo oil with 
a little salt and water he forms globular fatty bodies which exhibit a cross like 
that of butter, afford an interesting confirmation of my statement to the Com- 
missioner of Agriculture. (See the annual report for 1885, wherein I say that 
any body which is globular, translucent, smooth, and polarizing will show a 
cross. See, also, the annual report of the Amer 
the same year.) 

That which Professor Weber terms a “fat globule” is such a body as I de- 
scribed—* globular, translucent, smooth, and polarizing '’—polarizing, because 
it contains semi-solid, translucent fats. Had Professor Weber examined such 
globules by plain transmitted light, he would have discovered that they have 
no resemblance to the globose butter crystal, viewed under the same conditions, 
which has a uniform structure peculiar to itself. (See figure 2 of the abstract 
of my paper on butter and fats, read before the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, last September.) 

In an experiment made as late as the 20th of this month, in the presence of 
Professor Wiley, chief chemist of the Department of Agriculture, and two of 
his assistants, Mr. Richardson and Mr. Richards, I demonstrated that a butte: 
ine, made at my request in the laboratory, which contained but 1 per cent. of 
lard to 99 per cent. of pure butter, exhibited, when examined by polarized light 
and green selenite, well-defined crystals of lard, of a rich golden color ona 
green ground, the green representing the butter. 
was at once detected. 

The experiments of Professor Weber are calculated to introduce confusion 
and difficulty into a matter in itself comparatively clear and easy. In short, 
the object on which his efforts have been concentrated, like that so sedulously 
kept in view by the British Circumlocution Office, as portrayed by Dickens, ap- 
pears to have been “ how not to do it.”’ 

It must be borne in mind that the manufacturers of counterfeit butter are 
obliged to limit their treatment of the substances they use to such manipula- 
tions as are consistent with the salability of the product. 

Iam, sir, yours very truly, 
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In this way the adulteration 


THOMAS TAYLOR, M.D., 
Microscopist United States Department of Agriculturc. 

Professor E. Lewis STURTEVANT, 

Director New York Agricultural Experiment Station, Geneva, N. Y. 
WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE PASSAGE OV THIS BILL? 

My answer is that sixty millions of consumers are interested in its 
passage; that every farmer and dairyman in the land is interested in 
its passage. In this country there are from five millions to six mill- 
ions of men engaged in raising dairy products. Over 1,000,000,000 of 
pounds of butter are produced annually. According to a table of in- 
formation prepared carefully by Mr. Edward Atkinson, $912,000,000 
of dairy products are annually produced and consumed in the United 
States. These products, as I have before said, need no certificate as to 
their character, and stand to-day threatened with destruction by an 
article which can only come under the same rank and title as forgers, 
thieves, highway robbers, plunderers, and counterfeiters. With 200, 
000,000 pounds of bogus butter secretly crawling on to the tables ot 
the people, under a false name, coming into competition with the dairy 
products of the country, is it to be wondered at that a voice is rising 
from every part of the land against the evil which this bill, in its re- 
sults, may, in a sense, prevent? We have reached the point, Mr. Chair- 
man, where we must determine this simple question. 

SHALL THE DAIRY BUTTER GO? 

Must it cease to be an article of food among the people? In this con- 
nection let me read a few extracts from a letter recently received by me 
from the firm of Thompson & Hanod, of Waterloo, Iowa, in my own 
district: 

It has now become a question of life or death tothe interests of the dairyman 
if this bogus butter is allowed to be sold in futyre as it has been allowed in the 


— It is going to ruin our dairy interests in the whole country. It is not a 
ocal issue by any means. 


Again: 

In your own State (Iowa) it has been sold during the last winter to a large 
amount, and in this city of Waterloo there has been quite a large amount of 
this butter sold,and in every instance it was sold as genuine butter, If this 
bogus butter is sold to such an extent in a dairy State like lowa,to what an ex- 
tent must it be sold in the Eastern States? Weclaimthis bogus butter has been 
a damage to Iowa dairymen to the amount of over $1,000,000 during the last 
year. 

And again: 

On the line of the Illinois Central Railroad there have now nearly one-third 
of the creameries quit running, as this bogus butter can be made so much cheaper 
than the genuine butter can. 

And still again: 

We made 315,000 pounds of butter in our factory last year, and, owing to this 
bogus butter, we made it at a loss of over $3,000; and we paid the farmers over 
$93,000; and if there is not something done soon we will be obliged to quit mak- 
ing butter and turn our attention to something else. 

On receipt of the letter I telegraphed to a leading citizen and pub- 
lic officer in the city of Waterloo, asking as to the character and stand- 
ing of the firm. The wires brought a quick response that tlre parties 
were ‘‘honest but embarrassed;’’ and so is every dairyman in this 


! country embarrassed by this product, and they form the smallest part 








4908 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. May 25, 


of the people that should appeal to us in this connection, because the 
dairyman furnishes a market at the farmer’s very door for the sale ot 
the products of the cow, and when you strike down the dairyman you 























Exports of butter and cheese—Quantities and values, &c.—Continued. 








Exports of— ae 

strike the cheap, near, ever-convenient market of the farmer. WAPOA Ran - 
Mr. Atkinson states, as I gather from the Agricultural ent | Total but- 
that there were produced and consumed in this country in 1884 of dairy Fare Butter. Cheese. | ter and 


products, $912,000,000; of bread, $450,000,000; vegetables, $360,500, - 
000; of sugar and sirup, $352,000,000; tea and coffee, $185,000,000; 
fruit, green and dry, $113,000,000; eggs, $91,250,000; cotton, $300,- 


Quantities. | Values. | Quantities. | Values. | Values, 














000,000; pig-iron, $85,000,000; wool, $64,000,000; silver product, $40,- .. | Dollars | Pounds. | Dollars. | D 
000,000. It will’ thus be seen that dairy products exceed meets Sorters | ’sentzs | srouraos | Towa |: 
the cotton produced in the country, and were more than the combined 1, 324, 332 484,094 | 39,960,367 | 6, 437, 866 |. 
consumption of tea, coffee, wool, cotton, pig-iron, and the silver pro- Foes oss ores see * ores f 
duced, all taken together, by $34,000,000. Here is an industry that 7,746,261 | 1,498,812 | 66,204,025 | 7,752,918 |. 
invites guarding and protecting, if wisdom should be the rule, when 4,518, 844 952,919 | 80,366,540 | 10,498,010 |... 
internal-revenue laws are enacted by this body. 3 & gen ar 1 ton sos Bp oy is’ ao on prrcerereonoccens 
I submit herewith a statement of the exports of butter and cheese | 4,644,894 | 1,109,496 | 97,676, 264 | 12, 270,083 |" 
from 1821 to 1886: --| 21,527,242 | 4,424,616 | 107,364,666 | 12,700,627 |... 
21,837,117 | 3,931,822 | 123,783,736 | 14,103,529 | 
Exports of butter and cheese—Quantities and values of butter and cheese of 38,248,016 | 5,421,205 | 141,654,474 | 12,579, 
domestic production exported from the United States from 1821 to 1886, ~| Stden ene | apetone | 147 ous Gla | 16.300 
inclusive. ~-| 14, 794, 305 | 2,864,570 | 127,989,782 | 14,058, 975 |." 
en oe sreragntanentishptaeiasianiieiemtdilaniasoans 12,348,641 | 2,290,665 | 99,220,467 | 11,134,526 |. 
Exports of— an ear aaa 11S, SOR BTS | 11. TB Janeen crn 
ated, Sent, 8 Se snieionnseieani | 15,765,348 | 2,492,255 | 71,344,255 | 6,030,100 | 
Year ended— Butter. Cheese. ter and = 


* Nine months ending March 31, 1886. 

It will be segn that the value of butter per pound in 1881 was 19 
cents—very nearly 20 cents; in 1882, 19 cents; in 1883, 18 cents; in 
1884, 18 cents; in 1885, 17 cents; in 1886, 15 cents per pound. It . 


cheese. 








Quantities.| Values.* Quantities. | Values.* 





Values.* 





September 30— Pounds. Dollars. Pounds. Dollars. Dollar: 












1821 190, 387 | is evident, therefore, that under the influence of the competition from 
tea 778 @ product which it has been proved again and again can be man- 
204, 205 | ufactured at from 6 to7 cents per pound the price of butter must come 
247,787 | down until it will be compelled to retire from the field of industry. 
tera It not only is affecting the price of butter, but it is affecting the value 
176,354 | Of milch cows. I submit herewith a statement showing the number 
ine and value of milch cows from 1880 to 1885: 

364,796 | Number and value of milch cows in the United States for each year from 
Sa ane 1880 to 1885, inclusive. 

ot one [From the annual reports of the Department of Agriculture.) 

‘oe 176 Milch cows. 

148, 19 Year. > 
127,550 Number. Value. 
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conpseasbinnnqenteteoocesenesocepsesccscoececccssesssconstoceossenecnscocecsnenee 12, 368, 653 | $296, 277, 060 
eceeousenyohevene sce ccesenecsosssenousossenoconertecescesousepe cencconeesccesese 12, 611,632 | 326, 480,310 
eo ase 125,685 | 396,575, 405 
423, 486, 649 
412, 003, 093 
389, 985, 523 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF STATISTICS, May 20, 1886, 

Pat your il to the figures above given and you will see that cows 

were worth $31 1 head (nearly $32) in 1883; $29 per head (nearly 

$30) in 2884, and $27 per head in 1885; so that cows are worth $4.5) 
; 


gz 
SS 


less in 1885 than in 1 The loss to the farmers in this country in 


" | agricultural interests and who have made a careful study of the condi- 

~. | tion of things this year that the value of cows has fallenoff more rap- 
until the total loss per head is now $10. Apply this 
to the total number of cows now in the United States, which must be 
nearly 15,000,000 and you have a total loss to the farming interest of the 
country of $150,000,000. In order that there may be a more complete 
ap of the growth of butter I submit herewith a state- 
ment made to me by the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics showing the 
amount of imitation butter and theoil exported from the United States 
since 1876. . A study of these figures will be interesting as showing the 
growth of this dangerous business: 


Quantities and values of domestic oleomargarine exported from the United States during the ten years ending June 30, 1885, and the nine months 
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* Value of butter and cheese not separately stated from 1821 to 1854, 
+ Nine months, 









ending March 31, 1886. 
Oleomargarine. 
Periods. a — 
The oil. Total. 
Pounds. Dollars. Pounds, | Dollars. 
een Cieinge Pere BI BIG ca aiinciecccececnceccsernssesenetoe sen coceneenctectebtnowntinbesiieiilediossainccsumnpoesiipeciasnilis ‘a a @) 70, 483 
Year ending June 30, 1877.........csccsssessecsesveesscncsvcseees ebevinnage eoneneqece a a )) 585, 335 
Year ending June 30, 1878...... a ‘a 1, 698, 401 208, 280 
Year ending June 30, 1879.. (a a 12, 687,318 | 1, 3%, 068 
Year ending June 30, 1880.. a a 19, 960,063 | 2,599,025 
Year ending June 30, 1881.. a a (a 26, 427,676 | 3,815, 560 
Year ending June 30, 1882..... 19,714,338 | 2,703,308 | 21,871,784 | 3,016,162 
Vent emtieng, Fab Gi, Wei oc scscersianctsttstninititligitenceinclcriancincincnssin tavicetneceiicueeinetaiivmmnatiiantiaivaiin 29,081,964 | 4,273,220 | 30,981,365 | 4,544, 919 
Vear ending Fume OB, B006....ccs:c-ccesstessessettenvessesmnessetalbwesensee sie eceseceses ented 87,785,159 | 4,671,243 | 39,322,841 | 4, 542,: ee 
Von ending Fume BB, WB ccrcorgssscepnectsredenssctienetabasaeninesoueieinss woccesooceeee: 37,120,217 | 4,358,853 | 37,882,155 | 4,451, 602 
Mine months emGing Masti GE; Tae a icseiesccsnernenepitinnescnbsbernssnpnenimancemniinnmnuageeneaibinag 19,615,286 | 2,181,964 | 19,977,831 | 2,221,399 





— 








a Not separately stated. b Not stated. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU oF STaTisTics, May 20, 1836, 
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To sum up in this connection it may be safely set down that unless 
something be speedily done: 

Virst. The value of the milch cows will fallso low that they will cease 
to be considered as milch cows and only be raised for the butcher. 

Second. Butter made from milch cows will be compelled to retire 
wholly from the field of competition and bogus butter must become the 
sole reliance of the people. 

Third. Since many States, like my own State of Iowa, have practi- 
cally abandoned the raising of wheat and have turned their attention 
to raising cows, &e., their lands being less valuable than years ago for 
wheat raising, and now rendered valueless as a milk and cheese pro- 
ducing field, must continue to be less valuable, until millions of dol- 
jars will thus be lost to the farmers of the great West. 

Fourth. The food that has been onthe table of man from the earliest 
period of history, sacred and profane, must surrender to a villainous 
compound and fraud. 

WHO OPPO3E 

the passage of this bill? I hold in my hand an immense bundle of 
resolutions, passed by boards of trade and boards of produce exchange 
in different large cities of the United States, and which are now flood- 
ing Washington, to try and prevent the passage of this bill. From no 
other quarter does the opposition come, unless I include the great cat- 
tle-kings of the far West, who think they see in a manufacture which 
will use every part of their animals shipped, whether dead or alive, a 
prospect of mmcreased valuation to their productions. What have these 
boards of trade to do with this matter? They are simply middlemen. 
They transact business for the people around them and charge a com- 
mission for handling. . 

What is this question to them unless forsooth they want another arti- 
cle upon the boards for stock-gambling purposes? We know that these 
corner-makers and speculators are the ones who are fighting us in this 
contest. Iclip from the Saint Paul Despatch of May 19, 1886, an ar- 
ticle which shows that the board of trade in that city, a bright and glo- 
rious exception, voted down aresolution asking Congress to defeat this 
bill. 
Speaking of the board of trade and the discussion of the resolution— 


Mr. Oliver Armour’s agent spoke in favor of butterine, saying that their fac- 
tory was always open to inspection and that nothing but the pure leaf-lard and 
tallow were mixed with the best creamery butter. Mr. Marvin was willing to 
except Mr, Armour’s establishment, but wanted to know about the other ninety- 
oneestablishments. After considerable more discussion, and finally upon being 
put to a vote, the resolution requesting a tax of 10 cents was adopted by a vote 
of 13 to 11. 


The Despatch lets the catoutof the bag. It seems that Mr. Armour, 
the largest bogus-butter manufacturer in the United States, a man of 
great brain power ond tremendous intellectual activity, a man who has 


amassed his millions through his energy and skill, and who already holds | 
in his grasp, practically, two of the immense boards of trade of this | 


country, has his agents going about the country, from board of trade to 
board of trade and from produce exchange to produce exchange, to get 
through these resolutions, to try-to affect the action of the American 
Congress. It remains to be seen whether this power shall obtain with 
Congress instead of that great, silent, industrial force that lies back and 
beyond, waiting, quietly waiting, forour verdict upon this question. 

But we are told that the States have ample power in this connection. 
True it isthat they have great power. True it is that the State is only 
limited by the language of the Constitution, while the United States 
has only such powers as are granted by the Constitution and those in- 
cident to the grant. But it is also true that so peculiar is our form of 
government that it is impossible to reach this question by State action 
alone. This needs no argument. Every thoughtful man knows the 
reason, and since twenty-one States through their Legislatures have 
acted upon it, and are still pressing Congress for national legislation, 
it is evident that State legislation does not reach the root of this great 
evil. Yes, the States are at work. The civilized world is at work to 
put 
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upon this infamous counterfeit. In this connection I submit a state- 

ment prepared by the Commissioner of Agriculture which is full of 

interest in connection with this discussion: 

IMITATIONS OF BUTTER—THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE REPORTS ON THE 
SUBJECT. 


Laws for the regulation of the manufacture and sale of bogus butter have been 
enacted in many States—These laws are regulative and prohibitory—The law 
enacted in New York declared unconstitutional—Most European countries 
have adopted regulative laws. 

[Special.] 


WasninGtoys, D. C., May 18. 


The t of Agriculture has been gathering some facts with reference 
to hey are of jal interest just now in view of the legis- 
lation asked of Congress by the dadepunen. The report says: 

The laws for the protection of consumers against the purchase as butter or 
sheeee of sparions or ad : called by these names may be divided 
te classes, namely : 
First. ve laws or those which require that such spurious or adul- 
= shall be sold only for what they really are, and to secure this 


regulations as to marking, labeling, or otherwise giving public 
notice ofthe true character of the article sold. 


laws or those which forbid the manufacture of such 


a articles or the offer of such articles for sale. . 
The earliest laws were of the former class, but a number of the more recent 
Ones are of the latter. ve laws are in force in the District of Columbia 
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and the following States: New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Georgia, West Virginia, Indiana, 
Iowa, Nebraska, Nevada, and California. Prohibitory laws are in force in 
Maine, New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, while 
Ohio has a law of the same class, but with an important limitation. 

“It appears that a fair proportion of this local legislation has been within a 
recent period, Connecticut, New Jersey, and Iowa having passed ‘regulative 
anti-butterine’ laws within the last two months. The main features of these 
laws are substantially the same, the difference being in the details for carrying 
them into practical operation. Some of the States have legislated only with an 
eye to imitation dairy products, while others have covered the whole subject of 
food adulteration. The tendency to advance from regulative to prohibitory 
laws makes the States in which the latter have been enacted of more impor- 
tance, as it is claimed by the butterine people that the proposed tax of 10 cents 
per pound would amount to practical prohibition. 

“The New York law is the most elaborate and it is quoted in full. The legal 
status of this enactment is thus stated. Section 6 of the law is as follows: 

“** Noperson shall manufacture out ofany oleoaginous substance or substances, 
or any compound of the same other than that produced from unadulterated 
milk or of cream from the same, any article designed to take the place of butter 
or cheese produced from pure, unadulterated milk or cream of the same, or 
shall sell or offer for sale the same as an article of food. This provision shall 
not apply to pure skim-milk cheese made from pure skim milk. Whoever vio- 
jates the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and be pun- 
ished by a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500, or not less than six 
months’ or more than one year’s imprisonment, or both such fine and imprison- 
ment for the first offense, and by imprisonment for one year for each subsequent 
offense.’ 

“A person accused of violating the provisions of section 6 having been con- 
victed of that offense in the court of general sessions of the city and county of 
New York, and the conviction having, on appeal to the general term of the su- 
preme court in the first department, been affirmed by that tribunal, the case was 
carried to the court of appeals. The case was one in which it was not charged 
that the defendant had sold oleomargarine as butter. His offense consisted in 
selling an article designed to take the place of butter and not made from pure 
milk or cream. The court (Judge Rappalo giving the opinion) held that the 
prohibitory clause of the act was so broad as to covera case in which there was 
no simulation of butter or cheese,no attempt at fraud,and no complaint that 
the articles manufactured or sold were unwholesome. This was held to be an 
infraction of the constitutional right of every citizen to the free use of his facul- 
ties in any pursuit not prejudicial to the public welfare. In conclusion, it was 
declared that the judgment of the general term and of the court of sessions 
should be reversed. 

“This decision would leave in full force the regulative laws of 1882, requiring 
spurious butter and cheese to be sold under their true names,and prescribing 
certain marks, brands, &c.,to apprise the purchaser of their character. The 
Legislature, however, has since re-enacted the prohibitory provisions, the vote 
to that effect being unanimous in one House and with only one dissenting 
voice in the other. 

** In Ohio the prohibition does not apply to the manufacture and sale of oleo- 
margarine when manufactured from beef-suet and milk. It appears that the 
subject is causing agitation in other countries than the United States. The de- 
crease in the profits of British and Irish dairying and the large amounts of 
butterine, oleomargarine, &c.,imported from Holland and elsewhere, and sold 
as dairy butter, have paved the way,in accordance with the laws of a large 
number of the American States, for the introduction into the House of Com- 
mons of a bill to ‘regulate the importation, manufacture, and sale of butter sub- 
stitutes.’ It defines butter as ‘such article produced from unadulterated milk 
or cream, unmixed with any other fatty or oleaginous substance whatever,’ and 
margarine or oleomargarine as ‘any imitation of butter whatsoever,or any 
compound of butter and animal or vegetable oil.’ Any tub or firkin contain- 
ing imitation butter shall have ‘ Margarine’ or ‘Oleomargarine’ stamped or 
branded upon it in letters at least an inch in length. 

‘The penalty for the first offense against this section is a fine not exceeding £20; 
for a second a month’s imprisonment or £50, and any subsequent offense six 
months’ imprisonment. Retail dealers are required to inform every purchaser 
that the article sold is margarine, under penalty of £10. Forthe better carrying 
of the bill into successful operation it is proposed to give one-half the amount of 
any fine to the informer by whose evidence conviction is obtained. Other coun- 
tries are summarized as follows: 

“Austria. There is no law to prevent the importation of spurious butter, but 
its sale is regulated by the sanitary officers of the different municipalities. If 
any butters containing a deleterious mixture are sold they must be given their 
true name and quality and not be sold as butter, otherwise the goods may be 
confiscated and the venders punished with fine and imprisonment. 

“Belgium. There is no general law in relation to the matter. It is the sub- 
ject of municipal regulation. An ordinance of the communal council of Brus- 
sels provides thata person selling artificial butter the color and shape of which 
resemble those of real butter shall occupy a place assigned to him by the com- 
munal administration, and his stall shall bear in distinct characters the sign 
‘artificial butter.’ 

‘Denmark. The only law bearing directly upon the subject is one providing 
that artificial butter shall be packed in vessels differently fashioned from those 
known as butter barrels or kegs, under specific rules prescribed by the minister 
of the interior, and shail be marked with the word ‘Margarine.’ Violations of 
this law are punishable by a fine of 200 to 2,000 kroner ($53.60 to $536), and by the 
confiscation of the articles, of which one-half the value goes to the reporter of 
the offense in case he demands it. Still another check on the sale of counter- 
feit butter is supplied by the control over all food products vested in the health 
commissioners of the different towns, which, in concert with the police, exer- 
cise their authority under regulations sanctioned for each town by the ministry 
of the interior. A medical man is usually attached to these commissions, and 
they are authorized to call in experts in case of need to assist them in their in- 
vestigations. 

“France. A bill for the suppression of frauds in the sale of butter was intro- 
duced in the French Chamber of Deputies August 14, 1884, by M. Jules Meline, 
minister of agriculture; but it does not appear from information at hand that 
the measure has become a law. It requires the vender of artificial butter, or of 
butter mixed with margarine or other fats, to make known the true character 
of the article by means of a label placed on the article itself or on the barrel or 
other package containing it. It must also be correctiy described in the invoice 








and way-bill or bill of lading accompanying consignments of it. The neglect 
of these requirements is made punishable by a fine of 11 to 16 francs and by 


imprisonment not exceeding five days. Article 2 punishes with imprisonment 
from six days to a month, and with a fine of 100 to 2,000 francs, any cone who by 
false declarations on the invoice, freight-office ticket, or bill of lading shall have 
deceived or attempted to deceive the purchaser. 

“Article 3 imposes the maximum penalty on any one convicted within a year 
after a former conviction. Article 4 provides for the confiscation of the counter- 
feit or adulterated article when found in the possession of the person offering it 
for sale. It also empowers the judge to order the publication and posting up of 
the judgment of confiscation, and makes the same obligatory in case of a secon’ 
offense. 
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The Mark Lane Express of November 9, 1885, contains the fol- 
lowing: ‘T 


question of butter manufacture has lately been very much dis- 
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cussed in Germany, especially in the poovinep of Schleswig-Holstein, where a 
law has just been passed prohibiting the use of oil or any oily substance, ex 
milk or cream, in making butter and cheese. Nor may either be sold cheaply 
or offered in the market at an unusually low rate. These conditions do not ap- 
ply to green or skimmed-milk cheese.’ 

* Switzerland. The same r has the following in regard to Switzerland : 
‘Efforts are being made in Switzerland for the suppression of oleomargarine. 
The council has decided that inquiries should be made into the subject, and 
should it be found that oleomargarine has become a regular article of commerce 
a tariff of duties to check its sale will be issued.’ 

‘Italy. There has not been any restriction placed upon the importation of ar- 
tificial butter, and no ial laws or regulations have been made concerning its 
manufacture or sale. There are very rigorous general laws concerning the sale 
of adulterated or unwholesome food. 

‘‘ Netherlands. The importation, manufacture, or sale of artificial butter is not 
prohibited or regulated in any manner by law. 

** Portugal. There are no legal restrictions upon the production or sale of ar- 
tificial butters. ‘De Mourier’s ocleomargarine’ is subject, on importation, to the 
same rate of duty as natural butter, namely, 16.2 cents per kilogram. A ques- 
tion arising as to another substance presented at the custom-house and found 
to be pure margarine, intended for use in the manufacture of artificial butter, it 
was subjected, by a decree dated February 14, 1834, to a duty of 5.4 cents per 
kilogram. 

“Russia. There are no restrictions upon the importation, but, in fact, none is 
imported. Artificial butter is manufactured quite extensively,and there is no 
law to protect or regulate its sale. It may be sold as genuine butter without 
penalty, provided it does not contain any ingredients which are detrimental to 
the public health.” 


The foregoing will show the extent to which the world has become 
aroused to this great evil. Let the nation that leads in all else not be 
behind in this great movement. Let no false sentimentality stop us 
from the vigorous exercise of a power complete and far-reaching for a 
good much desired. Let not the boards of trade, boards of produce 
exchange, and the artifice of all the speculative centers of the country 
intimidate us from our duty. I do not believe that money can be piled 
up high enough about this great building to draw us from our duty to 
the nation, to consumers and producers, to the tables and homes of the 
land, and to that great agriculture-producing class which, like a pure 
fountain, constantly adds fresh brain power and purity to the wealthier 
and professional elements of the nation. 
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does not often come into our presence demanding protection, but he is 
here now and in earnest. In whatever way we strengthen him we add 
prosperity to every business pursuit in the land. Each owner of the 
soil is a stockholder in the Republic. As you strengthen, enrich, and 
protect that element you do add blessings te all the people. Let Con- 
gress here and now doits whole duty by those honest, generous, modest 
tillers of the soil, whose sinewy arms, rugged hands, and honest hearts 
are impregnable fortresses of safety to the nation. If what has been 
said does not remove the scruples of those entertaining constitutional 
objection or fears as to its constitutionality, let me remind you of the 
language of an honorable Representative from Connecticut on this floor 
in the last Congress. When the great floods that swept Ohio shocked 
the nation by the disasters that followed, Congress was appealed to for 
aid in that great calamity. We did not fail to , 

The old gray-headed representative from Connecticut rose to his feet. 
He far exceeded the gentleman from Texas and the gentleman from 
Georgia in his careful guarding of the Constitution. His words in sub- 
stance were these: ‘‘ While I do not see the right in the Constitution 
to pass this law granting this aid to the flood sufferers, still I interpose 
no objection to the bill, and bow to its passage in the presence of suffer- 
ing humanity.”’ 

Let the same generous spirit be quickened in the heart of every law- 
maker here to-day, and in the presence of what seems to be the certain 
downfall of one of the greatest industries of the country, entailing pov- 
erty, misery, and sorrow as it must, let no delicate scruples prevent 
you from a vigorous and manly action touching this great measure. 

Mr. BEACH. Mr. Chairman, there are, in my opinion, but two 
grounds upon which legislation on the subject-matter of this bill can 
be justified. First, that oleomargarine or butterine, or artificial but- 
ter, as I prefer to call it, is deleterious to the public health. Second, 
that in its sale the people are deceived and defrauded. 

I wish to consider these two propositions in the order in which I have 
named them. 

Is artificial butter deleterious to the public health? If we are to be- 
lieve the testimony of the expert chemists who have investigated the 
subject it is not. The matter has been made the subject of Congres- 
sional, State, and municipal investigation. A — was had a few 
years since before the Ways and Means Committee of this House, at 
which were read the certificates of many of the ablest chemists in the 
country. Among them were Professor Ch. F. Chandler, of New York; 
Professor George F. Baker, of the University of Pennsylvania; Pro- 
fessor 8. W. Johnson, of the Sheffield Scientific School of Yale College, 
and Professor C. C. Caldwell, of the Cornell University. They all tes- 
tified unequivocally that the artificial butter submitted to them re- 
spectively for analysis was ‘‘a wholesome article of food.” 

It must he remembered, however, that these opinions were given 
several years since and were based upon selected specimens submitted 
at that time for analysis. 

It must also be remembered that a of which the separate 
ingredients are chemically harmless will often, when taken into the 
human system, prove very dangerous not only to health but life itself. 
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The chemist tells us that the oil of orange and the oil of savin are ¢}yoy). 
ically precisely alike, but are widely different in their effects 0, ;),, 
human frame—the one being an innocent and agreeable flavorins «, 
stance, while the other is a most dangerous poison. We should yy; 
therefore, put too much confidence in the opinion of the chemists 

When the invention of Mege was new the manufacture was ¢o)){);, 
to suet taken from fresh-killed beeves. As the possibilities of the jy. 
pace with his cupidity, so that to-day the fat of hogs and other ,;,:. 
mals is utilized in the manufacture of artificial butter. And here 
where the danger issaid tobegin. The lard of the hog, under the nay. 
of ‘‘neutral,’’ is freely used, and when wé consider the extent to whic} 
that animal is .subject to parasites, and the ease with which they ar. 
communicated to the human system by partaking of its flesh, and {}. 
further fact that these parasites require for their destruction a })oj!\n. 
temperature of twice that given them in the oleomargarine fact 
we can readily speculate as to how the use of artifical butter ; 
the means of injuring health and destroying life. 

But speculation is one thing and fact another. In the absence o; 
any well-authenticated case of injury to health or loss of life from th 
use of artificial butter, although millions of pounds have been con- 
sumed, it would, in my opinion, be unsafe to legislate on the subject 
upon the ground that we were going to protect the public health. | 
think the sooner we abandon that position the better. It is not tena- 
ble. The weight of fact and opinion is against it. 

But admitting that artificial butier is deleterious to health, it would 
furnish no reason for tixing it or regulating its sale. Our duty then 
would be to suppress it wholly by proper legislation. 

If we are going to legislate upon the subject, let us take a position 
upon which we can stand and from which we can not be driven. Such 
a position will be found in the proposition that the people are deceived 
and defrauded in the sale of the spurious article. 

How are they deceived? In order to make myself plain upon thi: 
point let me call attention to the composition of the two articles. Buttes 
is an article which has been known from the very earliest period o! 
which history furnishes an account. In Genesis we read of Abraham 
entertaining his visitors under a tree on the plains of Mamre with a 
fresh-killed calf and with butterand milk. In Judges we are told how 
Jael, the murderer of Sisera, ‘‘ brought forth the butter in a lordly 
dish;’’ and Solomon tells us how it was made, for he says: 


Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter. 


From the time of Abraham down to about the year 1870 butter was 
known as an article of food produced from the milk of the cow. The 
substance thus produced has therefore a good title by prescription to 
the name of “‘ butter.”’ 
In 1869, a Frenchman by the name of Mége patented an inven- 
tion for making an artificial butter,which became known as “‘olco- 
margarine.’’ His process was to take fresh beef suet, brought directly 
from the slaughter-house. It was thoroughly washed, rendered very 
carefully, strained to remove a portion of the hard stearine, and then 
chu with milk to convert into artificial butter. The product was 
salted, and colored with annotto. 
and butterine of to-day a very wide dec- 
parture has been taken the simple method pursued by the in- 
ventor. It is ‘now manufactured largely out of hog-lard and cotton- 
with a score or more of articles to cheapen 
assimilate it in appearance and taste to natural but- 


As the finished product is turned out of the factory it resembles nat- 
ural butter in color, texture, and flavor. So close is the resemblance 
it is impossible to tell which is the genuine article and which the coun- 
terfeit. ‘The four senses which God has given us for the purpose ar 
completely balked. Touch fails us. Smell fails us. Taste fails us. 
Sight fails us. vhs oy nose, tongue, and eyes are useless. Nothing 
short of a microscopical investigation or a chemical analysis can ditlc'- 
entiate the two articles. 

Now, let us look for a moment at the two articles when they come 
in competition in the open market. I have before me a circular just 
issued by a manufacturer of artificial butter in my own State of New 
York, in which he advertises his ‘‘ New Spring Butterine’’ at 15 cents 
per pound. The other day I received a letter from a New York retail 
grocer in which he said he was paying 30 cents a pound for Wester 
creamery butter and was selling it over the counter for 35 cents. 1 
the same block with him there was another grocer who dealt in )ut- 
13 cents a pound and sold it as butter for 25 


My et, who is too 
to deal in the spurious article, makes but 5 cents a pound on 


TH 
oF 


The man who 
is is more than he is entitled 
to under the fair and usual profits of ; who pay the 
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excessive profits—the people, the great masses—are being cheated. 
Why are they cheated? Because they think they are buying natural 
putter, the market price of which is well known; whereas, in fact, 
they are getting a counterfeit article. If butterine was sold for its 
actual value—say 15 cents a pound—the suspicion of the buyer would 
at once be aroused. Hence, the price is raised to assist in the decep- 
othe most unfortunate part of the whole business is, the poor man 
js the one who is robbed out of his hard-earned wages. The rich buy 
the superior grades of butter and are seldom deceived. 

I think I have said enough to show that the sale of artificial butter 
js subject to great fraud and deception. The deception is of a char- 
acter which can not be detected by any of the ordinary means furnished 
man to distinguish a genuine from a counterfeit article. 

The question then arises, can legislation be invoked to protect the 
people from the frauds practiced upon them? When I say legislation, 
I refer to legislation by the States. At this stage of my argument I 
do not want to complicate the matter by speaking of Federal legisla- 
tion. Can the States legislate upon the subject, and, if so, in what 
manner and to what extent? 

Many of the States have already claimed the right and exercised it. 
In some, laws to suppress, in others, laws to regulate the manufacture 
and sale of artificial butter, have been passed. 

In the State of New York, which I have the honor to represent in 

on this floor, after several years of ineffectual efforts to regulate 
the sale by a system of labeling and branding, a law was passed pro- 
hibiting both the manufacture and sale. This law was declared by the 
highest court in the State, the court of appeals, to be unconstitutional. 
I have a very high respect for the opinion of that court, and I believe 
its judgment sound on this question. Ido not think we can annibi- 
late the manufacture or sale; but I do think we can and should regu- 
late it. 

We have laws to regulate weights and measures, and no one ever ques- 
tioned the right to make such laws. The underlying principle is that 
the people should not be cheated by false weights or false measures. If 
you go into a store and buy a yard of cloth, the merchant in measuring 
it off must use a stick of the standard length; if you buy 14 pounds of 
sugar, the weights by which it is weighed must be in accordance with 
thestandard. The law prescribes a certain standard, and proper officers 
are elected to test all weights and measures from time to time to sec 
that they are up to thestandard. Theground upon which the law pro- 
ceeds is that it is impossible for the buyer to detect at sight a false 
weight or a false measure. Hence it steps in to prevent fraud and de- 


ception. Ifitis within the province of legislation to guard against false 
weights and false measures, why is it not also to guard against false 
butter? 


Again, it has always been considered a legislative function, both in 
this country and in foreign nations, to regulate by proper laws the sale 
of adulterated food and drugs. The object of such laws is not solely 
the protection of the public health, but the prevention of fraud. If 
the adulterated articles were injurious to health they would be wholly 
suppressed. But the laws are made to insure honesty between seller 
and buyer. Take, for instance, the adulteration of coffee with chicory. 

i is harmless and thought by some to improve the flavor of cof- 
fee. t chicory being a cheaper article than coffee it is a fraud upon 
the buyer to mix the two articles and sell the compound for the higher- 
priced article. And so with milk. No one would claim that the ad- 
dition of water would make it dangerous to health. And yet the law 
assumes to milk by prohibiting the watering of it. In buying 
a gallon of you should not be cheated by paying for 3 quarts of 
milk worth 30 cents and 1 quart of water worth nothing. 

I might go on and cite an almost endless number of similar illustra- 
tions, but it is not necessary. They all tend to show that the law can 
lay its hands on any article which is susceptible of adulteration and 
Pes sale, to the end that the people shall not be deceived and 


The debasement of a superior article by mixing with it an inferior 


and article is a great moral wrong, conceived in greed and 
executed in fraud; and it is idle to say that the matter can not be con- 
trolled by legislation. 

It will be conceded by this time that the States have the right to 
regulate the manufacture and sale of artificial butter. This much is 
— the manufacturers themselves. I hold in my hand a cir- 


under date of May 


We are very willing that these products shall stand on their own merits, and 
we do notoppose measures honestly intended to bring about that result, but we 
against legislation by bitory in its character and in- 


do Congress probi 
tenled towne out one industry in favor of another. 
like effect are all the numerous protests with which our mails have 
flooded during the last month. These protests purport to come 
— ae and industrial 
country. paper upon which they are 
and the of language betray their common origin, which 
no doubt, the oleomargarine and butterine manufacturers. 
protests, the right of prohibitory legislation, ex- 
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The next question is, how are the States to regulate the matter? 
They have already tried to do it, but with indifferent success. 


I can 
not speak with certainty as 


toany Stateexcept myown. In New York 
we passed a law at a very early period requiring the manufacturer and 


the seller to stamp, brand, or mark the tubs, firkins, or packages with 


the word ‘‘oleomargarine.”’ 

In 1880 the law was made more stringent, and in 1882 the evil had 
become so great that in the session of that year the Legislature passed 
no less than four bills upon the subject. One of them prohibited the 
coloring of oleomargarine- with annotte or any other substar Li 
tation of butter; while another forbade the keepers of hotels, restau 
rants, and boarding-houses from serving it as food or using it in cook- 
ing. And still in the face of all this legislation theevil grew and became 
almost unbearable. In thesummer of 1884a legislative committee wa 
appointed which made a thorough and exhaustive examination of the 
whole subject and reported back that all measures to regulate it were 

| utterly impotent, and thereupon the Legislature passed a bill absolutely 
forbidding the manufacture or sale of the article. As JI have already 
said, the court of appeals subsequently declared this law to be uncon 
stitutional. 

Mr. Chairman, the great difficulty in regulating the sale of ‘‘ artifi 
cial butter’’ arises from the large area over which it isdistributed. We 
can control it in the hands of the manufacturer and the middlema: 
but when it gets to the store of the retailer it is impossible by any s) 
tem of branding or labeling to prevent its fraudulent sale. Such h 
been the experience inallthe States. The gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. 
HAMMOND] stated last evening that a law in his State requiring the 
article to be branded had put an end to all trade init. ButI fear h 
is uninformed upon the true condition of mattersin his State. Besides 
no amount of branding will protect the actual consumer. The keepers 
of hotels, restaurants, and boarding houses will continuc to buy it and 
serve it up totheir guests. If it was not for this demand the trade 
would diminish very materially. 

Another serious drawback to all State legislation is the facility with 


which oleomargarine can be manufactured in one State and introduced 
into another. To prevent this requires Federal legislation. 

All attempts to regulate the sale of artificial butter by State | 
having proved a failure, the people have turned their eyes to Congress 

During the last Congress several bills were introduced upon the sub- 
ject, but nothing came of them. In this Congress some of the bills in- 
troduced went to the Committee on the Judiciary, some to Commerce 
and some to Agriculture. On the 8th of March last Mr. Scort, of Penn 
sylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 6570) entitled ‘‘A bill to prevent the 
illegal sale of all imitations of dairy products, and for other purposes.’’ 
This bill had received the indorsement of the American Agricultural 
and Dairy Association. By special order of the House it was sent to 
the Committeeon Agriculture. Thatcommittee reported back,through 
Mr. HATCH, its chairman, a substitute (H. R. 8323), which is the bill 
now under consideration. Like most of the bills introduced in this 
House, it is loaded down with unnecessary words. ‘To get a summary 
of its provisions I propose to strip it of its verbiage. 

Section 1 defines what is commonly known as ‘‘ butter.’’ 

Section 2 defines all substances made in imitation of butter as 
margarine. ’’ 

Section 3 imposes a special tax upon all dealers in oleomargarine as 
follows: Manufacturers, $600: wholesale merchants, $480; retailers, 
$48. It also subjects oleomargarine to certain sections of the Revised 
Statutes, the object of which is to bring it under the control of the in- 
ternal-revenue laws. 

Section 4. For non-payment of special tax fines are imposed as fol- 
lows: Manufacturers, from $1,000 to $5,000; wholesalers, from $500 to 
$2,000; retailers, from $50 to $500. 

Section 5 requires manufacturers to file bonds, keep books, put up 
signs, and conduct their business under the surveillance of the officers 
and agents of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue. 

Section 6. Manufacturers must pack oleomargarine in new {firkins, 
tubs, or other wooden packages to contain at least 10 pounds, and to 
be branded as the Commissioner of Internal Revenue shail prescribe. 
All sales to be made in original stamped packages. Retail dealers 
must sell from original packages, and must put what they sell in suit- 
able wooden packages, which shall be marked as the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue may direct. A violation of these provisions subjects 
the offender to fine and imprisonment. 

Section 7 requires manufacturer to label the packages with a printed 
notice that he has complied with the law, and cautioning all persons 
against a reuse of the package or removal of the stamp without can- 
celing it. Neglect to affix the label or its removal without canceling 
punishable by a fine of $50. 

Section 8 taxes all oleomargarine 10 cents a pound, and applies the 
laws regulating the stamps on tobacco and snuff. 

Section 9. Where a manufacturer removes goods without paying the 
tax the Commissioner of Internal Revenue shall have power to esti- 
mate and assess the tax. 

Section 10. Imported oleomargarine shall pay an internal-revenue 
tax of 15 cents per pound; and all personsselling imported oleomarga- 
rine not put up in packages or stamped as required, are subject to fine 
and imprisonment. 
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Section 11. Every person who purchases or receives for sale any oleo- 
margarine not branded or stamped, shall be liable to a penalty of $50. 

Section 12. Every person who purchases of a manufacturer who has 
not paid the special tax, to be fined $100 and forfeit his purchases. 

Section 13 requires stamps on empty packages to be destroyed under 
penalty of fine and imprisonment. 

Section 14 provides for the maintenance of an analytical chemist and 
a microscopist at a salary of $3,000 each, and empowers the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue to employ such other experts as he may 
deem necessary. The Commissioner may decide as to whether any oleo- 
margarine contains ingredients deleterious to public health; but his 
decision to be subject to appeal to a board composed of the Surgeon- 
General of the Army, the Surgeon-General of the Navy, and the Com- 
missioner of Agriculture, and their decision to be final. 

Section 15. All unstamped packages and all unhealthy oleomargarine 
shall be forfeited to the United States. Removal or defacement of 
stamps declared to be a misdemeanor. 

Section 16. Oleomargarine may be exported without payment of tax 
or affixing stamps; but the tubs or firkins must be branded with the 
word ‘‘oleomargarine.’’ 

Section 17. Any manufacturer who defrauds or attempts to defraud 
the Government out of the tax shall forfeit the factory and contents, 
and in addition shall be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000, 
and be imprisoned not less than six months nor more than three years. 

Section 18 punishes every manufacturer or dealer who neglects to do 
something he ought to do with a fine of $1,000 and forfeits all the oleo- 
margarine he may own to the Government. 

Sectian 19 gives one-half the fine and forfeiture to the informer. 

Section 20. Commissioner of Internal Revenue may make all neces- 
sary rules and regulations to carry the act into effect. 

Section 21 provides that the act shall go into effect on the ninctieth 
day after its passage. 

It will be seen that this bill is not only prolix but complicated. It 
continues and extends all the odious features of the internal-revenue 
system at a time when the people are crying for their extinction. It 
lays a license tax upon manufacturers and dealers, and a specific tax 
upon their product, ostensibly for revenue, but in reality for purposes 
other than revenue. It singles out a particular industry, which for 
all that appears is a legitimate industry, and imposes upon it a burden 
under the secret plea that such action is necessary in order to protect 
another industry. It is besides harsh in its exactions and severe in its 
penalties. It is crude in many of its provisions and calculated to work 
great injustice in its execution. If the bill should become a law it 
would necessitate an increase in the number of office-holders and acon- 
tinuance of the ‘‘ spy’ system, which is so distasteful to the people. 
Its constitutionality is seriously disputed by some of our best lawyers 
and judges. 

For these reasons, Mr. Chairman, I have been induced to prepare a 
bill, which at the proper time I shall offer as a substitute for the one 
reported by the committee. I shall do it with much regret. It is ex- 
tremely unpleasant for me to put myself in a position of apparent an- 
tagonism to any measure which has for its object matters so dear to the 
people I have the honor to represent. I represent, sir, acounty which 
is known all over the world for the excellence of its butter. I have 
been told by those who have traveled abroad that they have seen dis- 
played on signs in the streets of London and Paris the words: ‘‘ Best 
Orange County butter for sale here!’’? That is one of the counties I 
represent. . 

The farmersof my district are deeply interested in this matter. They 
demand protection from the unfair competition into which their butter 
has been brought by the manufacture and sale of the artificial substi- 
tute. They claim that the counterfeit article is destroying the genu- 
ine, just the same as it was argued in the recent silver debate that bad 
money would drive out good. The justice of their claim must be ad- 
mitted. The question which confronts us is, can we do anything by 
national legislation to help the farmers in their unequal with 
this stupendous fraud; and, ifso, what? We have seen that the States 
can regulate the matter within their respective domains, but what can 
Congressdo? ‘That isthe question. Unless we can frame a law which 
will stand the test of the courts and accomplish something practical 
we had better leave the whole matter alone. I do not believe in pass- 
ing laws out of deference to popular cry, however well-founded it may 
be, unless practical results can be attained. We had a sample of this 
kind of legislation the other day in the labor arbitration bill. We 
passed it in great haste, but what good has come or what good can come 
from its enactment? The laborer is no better off, and there is nothing 
in the bill that will help to makehim better off. The farmers are before 
us now just as the Knights of Labor were then. They are asking us 
for bread; let us see to it that we do not give them a stone. , 

In looking at the question it must be borne in mind that the powers 
of Congress are limited by the Constitution. Under Article X the 
powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution nor pro- 
hibited by it to the States are reserved to the States respectively or to 
the people. Congress has the power, under section 8 of Article I, to 
lay and collect taxes, but that power is coupled with the condition that 
such taxes are necessary ‘‘to pay the debts and provide for the common 
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defense and general welfare of the United States.”’ By virtue of +); 
power taxes were levied and collected during the war and for » |), 
time thereafter on matches, patent medicines, perfumery, Kc. © ;,, 
this fact the advocates of the pending bill argue that we have n 
right to tax oleomargarine. Butaretheconditionsthesame? + ;},,; 
time we were in sore distress for means to carry on the war and». 
our debts; while now we have a redundant Treasury and bills }¢{,,, 
us to reduce the surplus revenues. The proposition to tax oleomarg,. 
rine is not, therefore, intended as a revenue measure. No one, 2s 1,¢- 
ter of fact, will claim thatitis. It has a latent object, which 4)) of 
us feel but which none of us care publicly to avow. 

Mr. Chairman, I will now send to the desk the bill which I have pre. 
pared as a substitute, and which I feel assured is free from all consti. 
tutional objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill to regulate the manufacture and sale of artificial butter in the Dist -j.4 ¢ 
Columbia and in the Territories and Government reservations, and treo). 
late commerce in such butter with foreign nations and among the 
States, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Saics 4 
America in Congress assembled, That for the pur of this act “ natural butter * 
is defined to be the substance produced from the milk of the cow by churning 
as commonly made and known by the name of ** butter” prior tothe year |s7))! 
and all other substances made in imitation of ‘“‘ natural butter,” or intended os 
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a substitute therefor, are defined to be “ artificial butter.”’ 

Sec. 2. That all artificial butter, when manufactured in the District of Colum. 
bia, or in any of the Territories,or in any place over which the jurisdiction of 
the United States is exclusive, shall be colored by the manufacturer wit); a)ka- 
pe or other harmless pigment, so as to give it throughout a well-defined pink 
color. 

Sec. 3. That the importation and exportation of artificial butter, unless co}. 
ored as aforesaid, is prohibited. 

Sec. 4. That artificial butter shall not be brought from any of the States into 
the District of Columbia, nor into any of the Territories, nor into any place over 
which the jurisdiction of the United States is exclusive, unless it is colored as 
aforesaid; nor shall artificial butter be carried from one State into another, yy- 
less the laws of the State into which itis carried, both as to its manufacture and 
sale in such State, are strictly complied with. 

- Sec. 5. That the sale of artificial butter, unless colored as hereinbefore re- 
quired, is prohibited in the District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in a!! 
places over which the jurisdiction of the United States is exclusive. 

Sec. 6. That any person violating any of the provisions of this act shal! be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shal! be | 


to a fine of not less than $100 and not more than $1,000, or imprisoned for ste r 2 
of not Jess than one month and not more than one year. 


Mr. Chairman, I would now like to review the provisions of tlic su)- 
stitute in detail with a few runningremarks. The firstsection divides 
butter into two kinds—one natural and the other artificial. ‘‘ Natural 
butter’’ is defined to be that which is produced from the milk of the 
cow by churning, and, for further and fuller identification, a period 
antedating the invention of oleomargarine is fixed, so as to allow of the 
salting and coloring practiced by the older butter-makers. 

All other is declared to be ‘‘artificial butter.”” It makes no differ- 
ence how the compound is made, what the process, nor what thie in- 
gredients—be they lard, beef-fat, cotton-seed oil, or what not—it is «!! 
‘artificial butter.’ 

The second section requires that all ‘*‘ artificial butter’? manu{act- 
ured in the District of Columbia, in the Territories, or in the Govern- 
ment reservations must be colored pink. 

This section is clearly constitutional, for Congress has power under 
clause 17 of section 8 of article 1 of the Constitution ‘‘to exercise exclu- 
sive legislation in all cases whatsoever over’’ the District of Columbia 
and ‘‘over all places purchased by the consent of the Legislature ot 
the State in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, maga- 
zines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings; and under 
clause 2 of section 3 of article 4 Congress has also power to make a! 
needful rales and regulations respecting the territory or other property 
belonging to the United States. 

When “‘artificial butter’ is manufactured in any of the places spec- 
ified, it must be colored, by the manufacturer, pink. We go straight to 
the fountain-head, to the manufacturer. Before it leaves his estal)lish- 
ment, the coloring must be done. Once done, I think it will be pretty 
difficult for any one, into whose hands the article may subsequently 
come, to undo it. When the fat is in the fluid state, the pigment can 
be a , and a little lump will leaven the whole mass. I have sug- 

*‘ alkanet,’’ which is the root of a harmless plant and commonly 
used by druggists tocolorointments. Many of you liave no doubt seen 
a lip-salve of a delicate pink. It is colored with alkanet. Alkanet is 
soluble in fats and volatile oils, and being quite inexpensive, is just 


what is wanted to color ol 

Mr. Chairman, I believe there is no way of effectually regulating the 
sale of artificial butter except by coloring it in the hands of the manv- 
facturer. No system of branding or labeling will amount to anything. 
The labels in the store of the retailers will be conceaied or destroyed. 
The signs required to be displayed by boarding-house keepers ani! 1s 
taurants will be or in obscure corners where they can 
not be seen. Let article be colored pink, and all trouble is removed 
atonce. A child two years of age sent to the grocer for a pound f 
butter would know if offered the pink substitute that it was not sc'- 


SS. Ee 
is the only way to get rid of the deception and it is a way which 
will prove acceptable to the manufacturers themselves, if there -2 ony 
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sincerity or consistency in their professions. In their circulars they 
claim that their oleomargarine is a sweet, wholesome article, and that 
the rer classes are crying for it. They complain that their sales are 
interfered with by the inferior grades of dairy butter. 


their superior oleomargarine. 

Then let them color their goods pink and the farmers will not be able 
to cheat them any longer. Every one will know just what he is buy- 
But it has been asked, has Congress the right to compel a manufact- 
urer to color his goods with any particular color? I answer, yes; if 
the manufacturer is under the jurisdiction of the United States, and 
Congress thinks that coloring is the best method to regulate the sale so 
as to guard against deception. The sole object of all legislation is to 
put an ear-mark on the counterfeit stuff, so that it will be sold for what 
it actually is. We have just as much right to order it colored as we 
have to direct that it should be put up in a particular kind of box or 
branded in a certain way. 

Mr. Chairman, there is a sort of retributive justice in the bill Thave 
proposed. We hoist these oleomargarine fellows with their own petard. 
In order to sell their stuff they have been coloring it yellow in imita- 
tion of real butter. 
to give up the stolen color and adopt some other. The one I suggest— 
pink—is a beautiful and attractive one. It is a great favorite with 
cooks in garnishing their dishes. Just think how our appetites will 
be whetted when we sit down to the table with a plate of oleomarga- 
rine before us delicately tinted like a mound of strawberry ice cream. 

It is argued, however, that if my substitute should become a law, 
and the various States should follow it up with similar legislation, it 
would put a complete stop to the manufacture of oleomargarine and 
butterine. It is claimed that if colored pink none could be sold—not 
because of the color, but because people would know what it is, and 
knowing what is, they would not buy it. Iam inclined to think there 
is but little in this objection. I am disposed to agree with the olco- 
margarine manufacturers that the opposition to their goods is owing to 
prejudice, and I think when they come to color them pink and the peo- 
ple get habituated to their use (if they ever do) the prejudice will wear 
away. ‘ 

Mr. Chairman, the third section of my bill prohibits the importation 
and exportation of ‘‘ artificial butter’’ except it is colored pink. Can 

any one find fault with this section? Congress has the right to regu- 
late commerce between the United States and foreign nations. It will 
be noticed that I put a ban upon the exportation as well as on the im- 
portation. The pending billdoesnot. It increases the tax to 15 cents 
a pound on imported oleomargarine, but allows it to be exported free of 
tax. Why thisdiscrimination? It seems to me that commercial hon- 
esty as well as self-interest requires that the tax should be the same for 
exportation as forimportation. The great cry of the dairymen has been 
that our exports of butter, which amounted in value to $6,690,687 in 
1880, had dwindled in 1883 to $2,290,665, and the reason assigned is that 
oleomargarine and the distrust which its exportation excites have driven 
our genuine butter out of the foreign market. If this is so, we should 
not, by remitting the tax, put a premium upon the exportation of oleo- 


The first clause of the fourth section forbids the bringing of ‘‘arti- 
ficial butter’’ into the District of Columbia or the Territories unless it 
is colored pink. If Congress has the right to regulate the manufacture 
in the District of Columbia and in the Territories, it also has the right 
to regulate the sale by prescribing the conditions upon which it shall 
be brought in. 

The second clause of the fourth section forbids the carrying of ‘‘arti- 
ficial butter’? from one State into another unless the laws of the State 
into which it is carried are complied with. Nothing unconstitutional 
about this! Congress has the power toregulate commerce between the 
several States. This provision is a far-reaching one. It leaves the 
subject with the States, where it properly belongs. All that a State 
has to do is to pass a law requiring oleomargarine to be colored pink. 
Then the national law steps in and prevents the introduction from an- 
other State. 

I have now given the features of the bill I shall offer as a substitute. 

It has one very material advantage over the bill under discussion, 
and that is its unquestioned constitutionality. It will control the 
matter in the District of Columbia, in the Territories, and Government 
reservations, and between theStates and withforeign nations. It points 
out the way in which the States can also control the matter for them- 
selves if are disposed to do so. 

An has been raised to my bill, that it does not provide the 

for its execution. It does not need any. The police powers 
of the District are adequate forthe purpose. By stopping the fraud at 
the fountain head, a eet spss the points to be watched. There 
are about fifty margarine factories in this country, and 
me lave tv milion furmers ~Y ee — ‘ ae 
. Chairman, I‘approach consideration of this subject with the 
most violent prejudices. I have always looked upon oleomargarine as 
& villainous compound unfit for human food. So great has been my 
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They think it | 
unfair for this poor butter, as they call it, to come in competition with | 


All that we propose to do now is to compel them | 








dread of the stuff that for years I have refrained from eating butter ex- 
cept in places of undisputed honesty. I am not like my friend from 
Georgia who confessed to indifference on the subject so long as he did 
not know what he was eating. His philosophy is like that offered to 
Othello: 


He that is robb’d, not wanting what is stol 


en, 
Let him not 


know it, and he’s not robb'd at all. 

I insist, sir, upon knowing what I am eating, and if I have any sus- 
picions I prefer to go hungry. 

Notwithstanding all that‘I have read about the cleanliness, purity 
and healthfulness of oleomargarine, I can not divest myself of my 
prejudices against it. But, sir, I do not propose to let my prejudices 
sway my judgment when I come to legislate on the subject. I must 
recognize the fact that the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine is a 
legitimate industry, and I am forced, upon all the testimony, to be- 
lieve that its use is not deleterious to public health. Hence, it can 
not be suppressed, restricted, or discriminated against. I am of opin- 
ion, however, that the sale of the stuff as butter and for butter prices 
is a gross swindle, which should be guarded against by proper laws; 
and for the same reasons as those which lead us to shut up Peter Funk 
shops or prevent the sale of pinchbeck jewelry. 

Much has been said in this debate about protecting the farmers. 
do not believe the farmers are asking for any protection. All that they 
want is to have ‘‘artificial butter’’ sold for what it actually is. Do 
this for them and they can take care of themselves. It is the unfair 
competition of which they complain. They do not want their genuine 
butter to compete in the market with a counterfeit article. In this re- 
spect they are like the honest merchant who fears competition with 
the smuggler. The smuggler who pays no duty can undersell the mer- 
chant who does. Laws are made for the prevention of smuggling. The 
enforcement of such laws gives incidental protection to the honest mer- 
chant. This is the kind of protection the farmer demands, and he is 
entitled to it. 

In proof of this fact, let me read a letter I received a few moments 
since from one of the most intelligent and successful farmers in my 
district: 


I 


Mippie Hope, May 2, 1886. 
Dzar Str: I am much interested in your bill (H.R. 8840) “to regulate the 
manufacture and sale of artificial butter,’ &c. Should it become a law, without 


| great inconsistency on their part, manufacturers of the article could not oppose it, 


2. There is no question of its constitutionality. 

3. Its enforcement would require but little expenditure of time or money. 

4. Every State in the Union would undoubtedly adopt its provisions, and the 
business would then stand on its merits, as every legitimate business should. 

I am too busy to write at length on this subject, as I wish, but will heartily 
thank you for taking hold of the only feasible plan that has been agitated for 
the relief of the dairy interest, and hope it will be adopted. 

Probably some officers should be designated to enforce its provisions. 

Yours, truly, 


WILLIAM D. BARNS. 
Hon. Lewis Beacnz. 


And now, Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, let me say one other word in 
regard to the pending bill. I donot like itfor the reasons I have given. 
Some say itis notconstitutional; others claim thatitis. Ihaveadoubt 
upon this point. I do not claim that my opinion is superior to that of 
allothers. Imaybemistaken. For that reason I shall give the farmer 
the benefit of the doubt and vote for thebill. But I hope that the com- 
mittee will adopt the substitute I shall offer at the proper time. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Thegentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. VAN ScHAK K] 
has promised me forty-five minutes of his time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair can not recognize the gentleman to 
yield that time now. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I simply stated that that it might be understood. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the object of this bill, no matter what may be 
said about it or what may be claimed, is nothing more or less than for 
the purpose of effecting an advance in the price of butter. It.may be 
claimed it is for the purpose of driving out something some persons may 
think is injurious to health, and, thinking so, may charge so without 
any particular evidence to substantiate his proposition. 

The bill proposes to make the tax upon the manufacturer of oleomar- 
garine higher than upon any other manufactured product inthis country. 
In other words, it proposes to make the tax larger than upon anything 
within the whole range of the internal-revenue system of taxation. 
For instance, in the following list, to which I shall call attention, it will 
be seen that there is no tax placed on a distiller; and I do not believe 
that any defender of this bill will make the claim here that the prod- 
uct of this manufacture is worse than the product of the distillery. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. What is the tax on a gallon of whisky? 

Mr. DUNHAM. The rectifier of less than 500 barrels pays a tax of 
$100 per annum; the rectifiers of 500 barrels or over pays $200 per an- 
num. For some unknown reason it is proposed in this bill that the 
manufacturer of oleomargarine shall pay a tax of $600. In that re- 
spect, Mr. Chairman, I consider the bill or proposition as an unfair one, 
to say the least of it, and at the proper time I shall ask the committee 
to reduce the tax assessed on the manufacturer of this article to the 
amount that is now required to be paid by the manufacturer of whisky. 
I could go through this whole list and show the several taxes upon arti- 

















cles under the internal-revenue system, and it would be seen that in 
none of them is there anything that approaches the tax which is pro- 
posed to be levied by this bill. 

Mr. FREDERICK. Let me ask the gentleman if he can tell the 
relative cost of oleomargarine and whisky ? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Ido not know what it costs to manufacture oleo- 
margarine. 

Mr, FREDERICK. Then I can tell the gentleman; it costs about 
9 cents a pound, while whisky costs about 7 cents a gallon. Now, 
whisky is taxed 90 cents a gallon, and it is proposed to tax oleomar- 
garine 10 cents a pound. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I do not think, Mr. Chairman, that the cost of 
manufacturing an article has anything to do with the subject of taxa- 
tion as proposed in this part of the bill. The general proposition on 
which the internal-revenue laws are based, as I understand it, is this: 
That it would tax the manufacture of the article a certain amount, 
not particularly for the purpose of deriving revenue, for that was ex- 
pected to be derived from the tax on the manufactured article, but the 
assessment was levied upon the manufacturer so as to compel him to 
take out his license. Why then should the license charged the manu- 
facturer of oleomargarine be more than is required of a manufacturer to 
take out a license under the internal-revenue laws to make whisky? 

Mr. FREDERICK. It is not so much. 

Mr. DUNHAM. You take the wholesale dealer in malt liquors. 
The Government taxes him $50 perannum. The wholesale dealer in 
leaf-tobacco is taxed $12. You propose to tax the wholesale dealer in 
oleomargarine under the provisions of this bill $480. 

It seems to me to be unreasonable in any light that you look at it. 
Retail dealers in leaf-tobacco pay a tax of $250, and on monthly sales 
above the rate of $500 per annum they pay 30 cents for every dollar in 
excess of such rate. Manufacturers of cigars*pay $6. Peddlers of to- 
bacco of the first class (more than two horses or other animals) pay a 
tax of $30, the peddlers of the second class $15, and of the third class 
$7.20. Brewers of less than 500 barrels pay $50 per annum; 500 bar- 
rels or over, $100 per annum. I cite these instances to show the tax 
upon other manufactured products, and I can see no reason why the 
tax upon this product, so far as the manufacturer’s tax is concerned, 
should be anything in excess of the other internal-revenue taxes of the 
country. 

Now, I said in the beginning of my remarks that I believed the ob- 
ject of this bill to be to raise the price of butter. It is not so much 
that it is injurious to the health of the people (for the bill allows the 
manufacture and consumption of oleomargarine provided you pay the 
tax) as it is to enhance the price of butter. It is very bad and very 
injurious to health we are told, but if it pays the tax upon it the Con- 
gress of the United States, notwithstanding the injury it does, pro- 
poses to allow the people to eat it and enjoy the consequences. The 
entire object of the taxation is for the purpose of preventing if possi- 
ble its manufacture altogether. 


Now, gentlemen here think it proper to prevent the manufacture of 


the article. I donot agree with them in that view, nor do I agree that 
the measure will resultinaccomplishing thatpurpose. We have reached 
in this stage of the bill what might be called a farmers’ panic. A great 
number of members here apparently have reason to believe that there 
is danger in this sort of legislation, but they do not see their way clear 
to vote against the proposition on account of the probability of its 
affecting votes perhaps in the coming elections. It does seem to me, 
sir, that gentlemen ought to rise above a consideration of that character, 
and vote upon any great question coming before Congress in the way 
they really believe it ought to be carried and not with any view of pro- 
tecting their interests in coming elections. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. How many towns do you represent? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Thirteen towns, besides part of the city of Chicago. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. You have many oleomargarine con- 
stituents, have you not? 

Mr. DUNHAM. I will say to the gentleman that I am part owner 
of four farms myself, and have some interest in dairy products. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. I understand that you are a butter- 
maker then. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Now, Mr. Chairman, it is not my intention to take 
up a great deal of time in this discussion; but I have a few protests 
against this legislation; and for the benefit of the gentleman from Iowa 
(who I see is not in his seat), I will say that one thing is overlooked, 
and that is that in making this attempt to advance the price of butter 
he overlooks the fact that butter is no lower to-day than anything else 
in comparison with what the farmer has for sale. My business for the 
past twenty-five years has given me opportunity to know something 
of the desire of farmers to receive fair compensation for their labor. 
No one more than myself regrets the low prices that the cereals, pork 
product, and cattle are now bringing, and I firmly believe that the per- 
manent prosperity of our country very largely on good liberal 
compensation for farm labor. 

It is certainly a very short time since it was considered impossible 


for wheat to sell below a dollar per bushel; and it was the practice of 


men who dealt in the article whenever it touched the dollar mark to 
buy it for all there was in it, and they were usually successful, as my 
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friend from Iowa [Mr. FREDERICK] perhaps can state. 
natural course of events it seems that wheat has declined to 75 cent. 


not the price of butter decline at the same time? 
day at the price it does brings as much in proportion as anything ¢),, 
the farmer can raise. Hedoesas well on his butter at 20 or 25 cents as 
on his wheat at 75 cents, and considering what he has to buy perha). 
as well as when prices were much higher. 
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But in the 
Mr. FREDERICK. That is because the means of communicati, 


by land and water have extended to the ends of the earth, bringins uy, 
into contact with cheaper labor and other fields of production. 


Mr. DUNHAM. There may be more init than that. Why shou|q 


Butter selling to. 


Mr. FREDERICK. But we do not like to take 12 or 15 cents {, 


butter when we have to do so on account of the adulterated article t}; 
enters into competition. 


Mr. DUNHAM. If you do not like to take 12 or 15 cents, make 


good butter, and do not buy oleomargarine to mix with it and then ship 
it to city people for pure butter. 


Mr. FREDERICK. Take the statistics of all the expositions-—— 
Mr. DUNHAM. I should be glad to have the gentleman from Jowa 


make a speech, but not in my time. 


Mr. FREDERICK. The gentleman should not have referred to me 


then. 


Mr. DUNHAM. You may take the price of anything that is raised 


upon the farm, I care not what it is, whether it is wheat or oats or corn 
or vegetables, and you will find they have declined like everything 
else. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Nebraska. Since the Democratic party came in 
Mr. DUNHAM. Just as the clothing you buyand the hats and cays 


you purchase, they have gone down in price. Farmers’ beef has gone 
with them, and the butter has gone with the rest. 
lation or by taxing a product in order to force up the price of butter, 
can succeed in this case, in the next Congress another large interest or 
large class in the country will apply to us to tax something else, so that 
they can keep up the price of their product. 


And if we, by legis- 


I understand, Mr. Chairman, that the originators of this bill ere not 


particularly anxious as to this 10 cents. I understand that if the prin- 
ciple of the bill can be accepted, they are willing to allow this proposed 
tax to be reduced. I shall test that proposition at fhe proper time by 
offering an amendment to reduce the figure to a nominal sum. 


I will now send to the Clerk’s desk and ask to have read a dispatch 


which expresses the opinion of the Board of Trade of Chicago on this 
matter. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
CuHicaGo, May 11, 1835 
Hon. R. W. Duxnam, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.: 
The following preamble and the resolution were presented by the epeieion 


inspection committee to the directors of the board of trade and adopted by them 
this p. m. unanimously: 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 

Whereas certain parties have petitioned Congress to place a tax of 10 cents 
per pound on oleo ine or butterine ; and 

ereas such a tax is as unreasonable and unjust as it would be to tax but- 
ter or any article of home food; and 

Whereas the adoption of such a measure would completely destroy a large and 
growing industry, and furthermore deprive the public of an article of food 
wholsome and economical, and furthermore cause a loss of millions of dollars 
to the stock-raising interests of this omy : : 

Be it resolved, That the Chicago Board of Trade enters its protest against the 
adoption of such a bill,and prays Congress to defeat it, recognizing, as it does 
that this tax is asked simply to further the dairy interests, to the ii- 

ury and complete destruction of the manufacture of oleomargarine or butter- 
e,an industry which has produced an article of food at once pure, wholesome 
and economical and acceptable, and, by reason of the growing demand for oleo- 
ne, has added to the value of every bullock at least $4 per head, there!) 
enhancing and moting the farm and stock-raising interests, and placing 
within the of all an acceptable, economical, and wholesome article of 


And be it further resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted to 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 
N. M. NEELD, Cheirmo) 


8. A. KENT 


©. J. SINGER. 
JOHN BEASLEY. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to call the attention 
of the House to the statement made by the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Hopxrxs] yesterday that 200,000 pounds of this product are made 

day in the city of Chicago. I in my hand a dispatch signed 
en parties that probably make more of it than anybody else ani 
perhaps as much as is made in the country outside of Chicago. 

And I wish to say that any statement that has been made that 200.- 
000,000 pounds per annum are made of this product I have every reason 
in the world to believe to be untrue. There is probably no place in t!1« 
United States where more of this article is made than in the city of 
Chicago; and this dispatch tells me that the total manufacture in Chi- 
cago and vicinity during the past year is about 20,000,000 pounds. 
The proposition of the gentleman from Illinois would carry 60,000,000 
[erent meds ae Weer the total product in Chicago and vicinity 

about twenty millions. 

As I have intimated, one of the largest manufacturers of this product 
is in Chicago. The firm isa very large packing company, probably 
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known all over the world. I doubt if there is a place of any promi- 
nence whatever in the United States or in Europe but where they have 
their correspondents, and they ship their products from the hog and 
cattle to all parts of the world. This firm employ in the city of Chi- 
cago about one hundred and fifty men in their office attending to their 
correspondence and their orders in the enormous business which they 


a the city of Chicago in the year 1885 there were packed 4,928,730 
hogs, of which the firm of Armour & Co. killed and packed 1,126,157. 
There were slaughtered of cattlein Chicago in 1885 1,334,775, of which 
Armour & Co. slaughtered 325,151, Fairbank & Co. 217,419, and Swift 
& Co. 429,483. 

I have given these figures because one or two gentlemen have re- 
ferred to this firm of Armour & Co., and I happen to know them and 
know them well, and I know them to be as high-toned and honorable 
merchants as these gentlemen or any otherseverknew. In connection 
with this matter I may state that I have a circular upon the subject 
which I will publish in connection with a sworn statement I will soon 
present. 

. This affidavit bears upon the product itself and states distinctly and 
under oath how and from what the product is made. No matter how 
much gentlemen may stand up hereand assert and no matter how many 
men may go before the Committee on Agriculture and talk about put- 
ting dead dogs and dead cats into this product, I say to you, gentle- 
men, thisis false. Inthe very nature of things, ifthey put such articles 
into the product it would be spoiled and would never bring anything. 
You may frighten people into such a belief, but do not take good 
business men for fools. Men who have the brains to build up great 
industries, the ability to carry on enterprises that help and encourage 
the life of the nation, give employment to hundreds of men, are not go- 
ing toinjure or ruin their own interests. It isnot within the bounds of 
reason to suppose that such a thingis done. I send to the Clerk’s desk 
the affidavit I have referred to, which speaks for itself, and in connec- 
tion with the affidavit I will print the circular to which I have referred. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


STATE OF IxxitNots, Cook County, ss: 


Philip D. Armour, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is a resi- 
dent of the city of Chicago, in the State of Illinois,and that he is a member of 
the firm of Armour & Co. 

Deponent further says that said firm of Armour & Co., in the course of their 
business, makes and sells oleomargarine and butterine, and that this deponent 
knows of his own knowledge the materials and the methods used by said firm 
in the making of said products. They are as follows: 


METHODS OF MANUFACTURE, 


The fat is taken from the cattle in the process of slaughtering, and after thor- 
ough washing is placed in a bath of clean, cold water and surrounded with ice, 
where it is allowed to remain until allanimal heat has been removed. Itisthen 
cut into small pieces by machinery and cooked at a temperature of about 150 de- 
grees until the fat in liquid form has separated from the fibrine or tissue; then 
settled until itisperfectly clear. Thenitisdrawn into graining vats and allowed 
io stand a day, when it is ready for the presses. The pressing extracts the stear- 
ine, leaving the remaining product, which is commercially known as oleo oil, 
which, when churned with cream or milk, or both, and with usually a propor- 
tion of creamery butter, the whole being properly salted, gives the new Pood 
product, oleomargarine. 

tn making butterine we use neutral lard, which is made from selected leaf lard 
in avery similar manner to oleo oil, excepting that no stearine is extracted. 
This neutral lard is cured in salt brine for forty-eight to seventy hours at an ice- 
water temperature. It is then taken and, with the desired proportion of oleo 
oil and fine butter, is churned with cream and milk, producing an article which, 
when properly salted and packed, is ready for market. 

In both cases coloring matter is used, which is the same as that used by dairy- 
men tocolortheir butter. Atcertain seasons ofthe year, namely, in cold weather, 
a small quantity of salad oil made from cotton seed is used to soften the texture 
of the product, but this is not generally used by us. 

Deponent further says that no other material or substance except as above 
stated is used by Armour & Co. in making oleomargarine or butterine. 

Deponent further says that he has read the statement made in a report of the 
Committee on Agriculture to the House of Representatives purporting to give 
the materials used in making oleomargarine and butterine,and he says that 
none of the materials or substances therein enumerated are used by Armour & 
Co. in making said products, or either of them, except as herein stated. 

Deponent further says that he has read a letter dated May 19, 1886, signed 
Armour & Co., Swift & Co., George H. Hammond & Co., N. K. Fairbank & Co., 
and Samuel W. Allerton, a copy of which is hereto attached, and he says that 
the same is the letter of the parties whose names are attached thereto, and that 
the statements therein made so faras the same relate to!Armour & Co. are true, 
and so far as they relate to the other parties signing said letters, he upon in- 
formation believes them to be true. 

And this deponent further deposes and says that no ingredient is or ever has 
been used by said firm of Armour & Co. in the manufacture of said oleomarga- 
rine and butterine which is in any way injurious to health. 

PHILIP D. ARMOUR. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22d day of May, 1836. 

[smaL.] EVERETT WILSON, Notary Public. 

Curcaco, May 19, 1886. 

Dear Str: So much misapprehension seems to exist in the publie mind re- 
garding the component parts and process of manufacture of oleomargarine and 
butterine that, in view of the faise and exaggerated statements and “reports” 
engendered and promulgated by the so-called “dairy interest,” the under- 


Signed, among the largest manufacturers in the country of these new 
ood prod: ” consider the present an opportune time for laying the matter 
frankly before people and before Congress—where prohibitory legislation is 
ae t—in the hope that a full statement ofthe actual facts concern- 
hese m 


used articles may insure a fair hearing and tend to remove 


the false impressions which may have been created by the misstatements of 


interested persons. 
Physicians, chem and health officers in various parts of the country have 
Pronounced them w articles of food, in no way deleterious to health; 
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and the daily increasing demand f 
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for them shows their hold upon popular favor 





















—notas imitations of butter 1 new food products and most desirable sub- 
stitutes for the medium grades of ! er 

The report of the Committee on Agriculture to the House of Representatives 
accompanying the bill reported by it, is so manifestly unfair that we are sure 
that its effect will be destroyed by its own absurdity. Of the fifty alleged in- 
gredients mentioned in the report only three are ever used, and those so changed 
and improved in character from what the report would l c to be- 
lieve that they practically make the whole list a falsehood. 1 component 
parts of oleomargarine and butterine are oleo oil, neutral lard, fresh cream and 
milk—-“some makers use buttermilk—choice creamery é ¥ salt, and 
clear cold water. The coloring matter used is pr x us that uni- 
versally used by all dairymen and tter 3s of the 
year a very small quantity of fine salad oil ~ ted cot- 
ton-seed oil, is occasionally, but not generally, u x e of the 
product. The oleo oil above mentioned is made ‘ eet 
cattle, rendered at an approx ate temperature ] ~ ide 
from selected leaf-lard only and x lered imi andatabout the same 
temperature, producing a clear and od ss prod s i bath 
of clean, cold brine, containing g t sa nd t eight 
hours; after which, with the proper proportions of ok and the finest un 
ery butter, the product is churned with cream and 1 c, salted and colored, and 
yacked for market. We use nothing else 

This is all there is concerning the manufacture t] 
which political dairymen have published so many fals« is. W esita 
ingly affirm that these products are not made by ¥ sect ss i 
any “patent”? whatever. While true that several pa ’ iS 
terine were obtained a few years ago, in order to s reg t or 
against the French Mége patent prior to its expiratio - ¥ 
know of any manufacturer who does,make make use of a ses 


covered by those patents. Our factoric 
as hundreds of people can testify, and vis 4 a8 marks 
of special favor.: Weare ready and willing to furnisl members of Ce $8, 01 
to any committee they may appoint, all « for hic] 

desire, both as to the materials used : 
products, The manufacture of these articles is practically an op 
Europe, and it is a positive fact that in this cou 
beef-cattle nearly $3 per head by the utilization of the ole i 
andin addition to allthese pointsin favor of the articles thems« 
factureisa legitimate industry, which benefits both the , 
and deserving of positive protection rather than attempted destructio We are 
very willing that these products shall stand on their own ts.and we do not 
oppose measures honestly intended to bring about that result, but we do pro 
test against legislation by Congress prohibitory in its character and inte nded to 
crush out one industry in favor of another. 

In corroboration of our statements we append copies of lett u 
petent authorities who have recently examined these products and the method 
of working them, and hope that they may assist in carryi 
minds, aside from the assurances that we have herewith respectfully s 

ARMOUR & © 
SWIFT & Co 
GEO. H. HAMMOND & Co 
N.K. FAIRBANK & Co 
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SAM’L W. ALLERTON 

CHicaco, May 15, 1886. 
GENTLEMEN : It gives us pleasure to say to you that we have recently visited 
your factory at the Union Stock-Yards in this city, and thoroughly examined 
the whole process of the manipulation and manufacture of butterine and oleo- 
margarine. We cheerfully testify that we consider the products 4 ‘ 

table, and wholesome food products, containing nothing injurious or det 
mental to health, but on the contrary, cheap and desirable substitutes for the 


medium grades of dairy butter. 
Yours, respectfully, 
CYRUS EDSON, M.D 
OSCAR C. DE WOLF, M. D. 
Messrs. ARMouR & Co., Chicago. 


ILLINOIS STATE BoArnp Or HEALTH, OFFri 











E OF THE SECRETARY 
Springfield, IU., May 17, 1886 
GENTLEMEN: While engaged in an official investigati with regard tothe 
slaughtering of beet at the Union Stock- accompanied by Dr. Cyrus Edson, 
food inspector of the New York board of health, and Dr. O. C. De \ f, health 
commissioner of Chicago, recently, I witnessed your process for the manufact- 
ure of oleomargarine and butte ie. By whatI saw Iam convi i that it is 


thing in the manufact- 


and that the products are 


conducted with the most serupul 
ure or the material 


yus cleanliness; that n 


used is detrimental to health 
Very respectfully, 


JOHN H. RAUCH, M. D 


To Armour & Co, 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman, I have also two other affidavits of 
manufacturers of this product in Chicago, which I will not take time 
to read, as they are of precisely similar import. One of them is made 
by Mr. Gustavus F. Swift, of the firm of Swift & Co., and the other by 
Mr. Guy F. Gosman, of the firm of N. K. Fairbank & Co. 

I have also a certificate of Dr. De Wolf, the health officer of the city 
of Chicago, and as it is quite short, I will read it. Dr. De Wolf says: 


ise of oleoms 


and I consid 


Iam personally familiar with the manufacture and 
is absolutely a clean and wholesome food product 
tion against it unjust and unnecessary. 


irgarine. It 


rany legisla- 


OSCAR C. DE WOLF 
Commissioner of He wlth, City of ¢ h 

I have also the following dispatch from Mr. A. M. Wright, 
of the Chicago Board of Trade: 


Usion Strock-Yarps, ILurors, May 5 


ae 
president 


1886, 


Hon. R. W. DUNHAM: 

I witnessed, with some forty others, member of board trade, on Friday last, at 
Armour factory, the whole process of manufacture oleomargarin id butterine. 
All were united in expressing their gratification,and thoroughly convinced 
that the products are clean, wholesome, and desirable 

A. M. WRIGHT, President. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not know that these statements will make 
any difference in the vote of this House; but when it is charged that 
these products are made of such vile stuff as the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Hiscock] and the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Herpurn] 
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have charged, it seems to me proper that the real facts should be made 
known. 

I am authorized to say that the manufacturers of this product invite 
the closest scrutiny possible; that any Congressional or legislative com- 
mittee, or any private individuals, are at any and all times at liberty to 
go to the city of Chicago and visit these manufacturing establishments 
and see how these products are made, 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Are the manufacturers willing and desirans to 
have it known to all the people of America that their product is oleo- 
margarine and not butter? 

Mr. DUNHAM. They are perfectly willing. The manufacturers in 
Chicago make this oleomargarine as such; they brand it exactly what 
it is; they sell it for exactly what it is; its name is marked on the pack- 
ages and boxes; their bills are made out for what it is. They have al- 
ways done that, and they propose to continue to do it. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Do the people of the United States who con- 
sume this product, one ina hundred of them, know that it is oleomar- 
garine and not butter? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Icannotanswerthat question. They can know it. 
You can go down to the market on Seventh street in this city, and you 
will find a sign inscribed in large, flaming red letters: ‘‘ National But- 
terine Assoviation.’’ I was there myself this morning. I stood from 
fifteen to twenty minutes. I saw people come up and sample the ar- 
ticle, and I did not see a single person go away without making a pur- 
chase. They were told distinctly what it was. They knew what it 
was. It has been sold there for several months, and the sales of it have 
averaged $300 per week. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. The gentleman says the people who purchased 
this article knew what it was; but did they take the information home 
to their boarders? [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. DUNHAM. I do not know anything about that. You can go 
there, though, and the dealers will sell it to you for just what it is and 
not for anything else. I can say further to this House that the manu- 
facturers of this product do not ask that it shall be sold for anything 
different from what it is. 

Mr, PETTIBONE. You speak of the manufacturers, but I have 
asked you about the retail sellers who sell it to the people. 

Mr. DUNHAM. If the retail dealer takes it out of the package, puts 
it into his ice-box, and sells it to yeu for butter, he, and not the manu- 
facturer, is the man that deceives you. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. I was not talking about the manufacturer par- 
ticularly. I was-asking about those who sell it to the people. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman, as I have so much extra time I 
presume the House will have no objection to my taking five minutes to 
answer all these questions. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Now, if it be true that ‘‘ the children cry”’ for 
this product, if it be true that the manufacturers do not desire to sell 
this article for anything else than what it really is, has the gentleman 
from Illinois any objection to a bill requiring the manufacturers to 
stamp or mark the article, so that every customer may know what itis? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Ihave no objection to stamping it. I have said 
that the manufacturers do stamp it. They are willing to be required 
by law to stamp it. But in the name of the poor people who want to 
buy this article at a reasonable price we do object to a tax of 10 cents 
a pound, 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. GLASS obtained the floor. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. If I can be recognized, I will yield to 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. DuNHAM]. 

TheCHAIRMAN,. Will the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. GLAss] 
give way for five minutes? 

Mr. GLASS. I will do so, if it does not come out of my time. 





The CHAIRMAN. It will come out of the time of the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. WARNER]. The gentleman from Illinois will pro- 
ceed 


Mr. DUNHAM. I now yield to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
BrEAcu ], who desires to ask me a question. 

Mr. BEACH. If it should be found that the deception practiced in 
the sale of this article can not be controlled by a system of branding 
or labeling, would the manufacturers consent to color the article— 
pink, for instance? [Langhter.] 

Mr. DUNHAM. 1 will say that the manufacturers in Chicago now 
use in coloring this product precisely the same article—— 

Mr. BEACH. As the butter-makersdo. But there is thedifficulty. 
Would these manufacturers consent that their product be colored pink 
so as to distinguish it from butter? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Allow me to finish my answer. I say that the 
manufacturers of oleomargarine in Chicago use to-day precisely the same 
coloring that is used by the creameries in the district of my colleague 
[Mr. Hopkrys], and I do not believe they would have the slightest 
objection to adopting any color that you might te. 

Mr. BEACH. What we complain of is that they color this article 


the same as butter. 
Mr. DUNHAM. We have no objection to any kind of coloring that 
may be required. You may adopt a law requiring the color to be pink 


or sky-blue or red or whatever you please. 
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Mr. BEACH. I would like to have a bill of that kind passed. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Make it sky-blue. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. DUNHAM. Now, Mr. Chairman, if any other gentleman de. 
sires to ask me a question in reference to this matter I am willing to 
answer it. I only say that the manufacturers are willing to do wha: 
I know they now do—— 

Mr. ROWELL. I wish to ask my colleague whether the ‘‘ poor peo- 
ple’’ he spoke of a while ago are Armour & Co. and Swift & Co. ang 
N. K. Fairbank & Co. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Abouttwelve thousand of the poor people of whom 
I speak are employed by Armour & Co.; and if there is any other privat; 
establishment in the United States that employs twelve thousand men 
I would like some gentleman to name it. 

Mr. SCOTT. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. Has there 
been presented here in the way of petition a single protest from the 
people of the United States against the passage of this bill? And is 
it not a fact that there are now on file in this Capitol petitiens signed 
by over seventy thousand farmers asking that the bill be passed ° 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania whether there are petitions from con- 
sumers—— 

Mr. SCOTT. Allow me to say further that all the protests which 
have come to this House—— 

Mr. DUNHAM. Wait a moment. Let me ask the gentleman 
whether he signed any of the petitions of which he speaks ? 

Mr. SCOTT. No, sir. 

Mr.DUNHAM. Allright. Now, Mr. Chairman, I admit that there 
are in the room of the Committee on Agriculture petitions in favor of 
this bill; but, so far as I know, there is no petition here from any con- 
sumer in favor of this kind of legislation. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Have there been petitions from any consumer 
who wanted the spurious article? 

Mr. DUNHAM. I have placed petitions in the box—and a large 
number of them—against this bill. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. But they were from the manufacturers. 

Mr. DUNHAM. No, sir, they were not. They were from Knights 
of Labor who buy this article and object to any attempt to force an ad- 
vance of food products on them by legislation. 

Mr. GREEN, of North Carolina. Did they buy it knowingly ? 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Yes, that is the question. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I do not dispute that the farmers ask for this bill. 
I stated that fact in advance, but I insist they come here and ask the 
passage of the bill for no other.reason under heaven than that it tends 
to advance the price of butter. I do not blame them for wanting bet- 
ter prices. My sympathies are with them, butat the same time! claim 
the principle upon which we are proceeding is wrong. Honest farmers 
when they carefully consider this matter will in my judgment concede 
the correctness of this. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thetime yielded to the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. DUNHAM] by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. WARNER] has 
expired. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. In order to accommodate the friends 
of the farmers I will yield five minutes more to the gentleman from 
Illinois. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. 
five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. I believe he yields to me. 

Mr. GLASS dissented. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order. 
quests gentlemen to resume their seats. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I ask the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. GLAss’. 
who is entitled to the floor, to yield for five minutes. 

Mr. GLASS. I can not; my time has all been promised. 

Mr. DUNHAM. It will not come out of your time, but out of tl 
time of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. WARNER]. 

Mr. GLASS. My time has all been promised, and I can not yield. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. GLAss | 
will proceed. 

Mr.GLASS. Mr. Chairman, at the proper time, when we shall have 
reached the appropriate section of this bill, it is my purpose to offer an 
amendment fixing the tax at 1 cent per pound instead of 10. I have 
not deemed it my duty to present a minority report, although I have 
found it impossible to concur with the views of the majority of the com- 
mittee. I agree with the majority fully as to the necessity of some 
legislation, either State or national, that will compel the manufacturers 
of all butter imitations to stamp and identify their products, so that 


25, 


The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. GLAss] is 
I hope my colleague [Mr. GLAss] will give me 


The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. GLAss] is 


The Chair re- 


every and consumer may know y what he is buying. 
It is that some of the States have tried and have failed to ac- 
complish this. 


I consider the powers artd jurisdiction of the States ample to provide 
for every and emergency where the imitation butter is pro- 
duced, sold, and consumed in the same State and where it is confined 
to the limits of the State within which it is manufactured. Congress 
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has only the power over it of taxing it for revenue by subjecting it to 
the internal-revenue laws, and may have jurisdiction over it in two 
other contingencies, that is, as an article of interstate commerce and ag 
an articleofexport. Savein these three instances Congress has no power | 
to legislate in regard to it, the States not having conferred any such 
power on the-United States. Now is it good policy to extend the in- 
ternal-revenue laws so as to include additional articles not already sub- 
ject to its provisions ? 

I doubt such a policy, and have hesitated to commit myself to it. 
Such a system of taxation is not in strict accord with our republican in- 
stitutions, and has only been resorted to three times in the history of 
our Government, and each time to provide revenues to carry on war, 
and continued to pay.war debts. It is hardly proper in a time of pro- 
found peace to extend the system seemingly with a view of perpetuat- 
ing it. Itis an unpopular system forraising revenue, and the execution 
of it is attended with difficulty, not infrequently provoking resistance 
and bloodshed; and I look to the time, not in the distant future, when 
we will have approached so near the extinguishment of our war debt 
that the entire system will be abandoned and no revenues collected in 
this way. 

But with the view of compelling the manufacturers to more fully 
identify their products, I have consented to a tax of 1 cent on the 
pound, There is now turned out by the forty or fifty establishments 
manufacturing it about 200,000,000 pounds annually. A tax of 10 
cents on the pound would bring in $20,000,000. This amount of reve- 
nue is not needed for any proper purposes of the Government, and, 
moreover, the tax would be excessive and unjust. One cent a pound 
would bring in $2,000,000, which would be ample to pay all the ex- 
penses of executing the law, and leave a handsome balance in the Treas- 
ury. I have no doubt but that much of this butter imitation is un- 
cleanly, and not only unwholesome, but really deleterious to health, 
and some of it absolutely poisonous because of the acids used in its 
manufacture. I have been informed that more than one hundred pat- 
ents have been taken out to be used in the manufacture of these com- 
pounds, some of which compounds are but little better than infamous; 
and while so much of it may be, and doubtless is, uncleanly and unfit 
for human food, Ido not doubt that the industry may be made a legiti- 
mate one, and the products wholesome and nutritious food for man. 

I admit that the power to tax it exists under the Constitution, and 
that the power is only limited by the necessities of the Government, 
but that the needs of the Government do not justify such excessive 
taxation as the bill proposes. The Government of the United States 

has no right to tax an industry out of existence, or to tax one industry 
oppressively for the benefit of another. While I sympathize with the 
dairymen and would gladly do them full justice, I can not go with 
them in their efforts to inflict great wrong and injustice upon a com- 
peting industry. I do them no injustice, for I know that they area 
high-toned, honorable class, but I must say that the purpose of many 
of them is to destroy the oleomargarine industry, and for that purpose 
they have appealed to Congress. 

This Government has once exercised its taxing power to the destruc- 
tion of all the State and stock banks of issue, to the great injury of the 
people of nearly half the States, but there exists no such necessity for 
such legislation at this time. Invention, enterprise, and discovery 
must not be legislated against, but rather encouraged and rewarded. 
It is not the province of government to legislate an industry out of ex- 
istence that promises good to mankind. And the authorities in support 
of the oleomargarine products being capable of becoming wholesome 
and nutritious articles of diet are too numerous and too high to be gain- 
said. §S. W. Johnson, Sheffield Scientific School of Yale College, said 
it, “A product that is entirely attractive and wholesome as food, and 
one that is for all ordinary culinary and nutritive purposes the full 
equivalent of good butter made from cream.’’ S. W. Caldwell, of Cor- 
nell University, says, ‘‘ Possessing no qualities whatever that can make 
it in the least degree unwholesome.’’ And I could cite many other 
authorities of equally as high character for scientific attainments. 

You can not stay the march of progress and invention; they have 
revolutionized industries and systems, and will do so again. When 
Galileo accepted the Copernican system and gave it to the world he 
was subjected to the tortures of the inquisition, yet it was established 
nevertheless as the true planetary system; and when Arkwright in- 
vented the spinning-jenny and the power-loom they caused riots and 
mobs, and so will otherinventions. Thousands of good women all over 
the once found what was then profitable employment at the old- 
time spinning-wheel and hand-loom. These have been entirely dis- 
pensed with in consequence of the improvement in machinery. And 
those who followed the old-time wheel and loom for a livelihood were 
driven to abandon them without any fault of theirs; and yet they did 
not to government to put a tax on the improved appliances to 

them against the competition that was ruining them. 

I remember that the census returns of 1860 showed that Tennessee 


was the producer of home-made manufactures of cotton and 
woolen in the Union. Her cotton and woolen fabrics were of 
the most superior character and finish, but cheaper products drove 


them out of existence. How is it now? Improved machinery and 
labor-saving inventions have literally annihilated this once prosperous 





industry. Notwithstanding this caused much distress and partial ruin 
of many, there was no remedy for it. And so it may be with the in- 
dustry of the dairymen, but I scarcely think it will be so. 

The live-stock exchanges of Chicago, Milwaukee, Kansas City, and 
other cities protest against the proposed legislation, and declare that the 
proposed tax, if carried into effect, will reduce the price of beet-cattle 
from one to two dollars per head, because the demand for the beef-tal- 
low used in the manufacture is worth that much more than if sold to 
the soap-makers. 

Whatever tends to diminish the cost of living or lessens the burden 
of the toiler should be favored and encouraged by government. This 
will sometimes work injury to individuals and classes, but the good of 
the individual must not stand in the way of the good of the many. 
But I apprehend no such dire calamities as have been pictured to us on 
this floor will befall the dairymen. Whether we tax these products 
or not, the dairy business will go on, and every family may have their 
pure dairy butter if they choose, and the dairymen will not be ruined 
and the comforts of mankind will be increased. 

The States may and should pass stringent laws on the subjeet and 
punish severely all who shall sell these imitations as genuine butter; 
but we have no power here to enact such laws, except as a penalty of 
the violation of our revenue laws. 

FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee informally rose; and Mr. FREDERICK having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 2 message from the Senate, by Mr. 
McCook, its Secretary, announced agreement to the report of the con- 
ference committee on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill (H. R. 8762) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for public printing, pensions, and pay of the Army for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886. 

IMITATION OF BUTTER. 

The committee resumed its session, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

Mr. GLASS. I yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. TOWNSHEND], twenty minutes to the gentleman from Arkansas 
{[Mr. DuNN], and the remainder of my time to the gentleman from 
Louisiana [Mr. BLANCHARD]. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I reserve my time. 

Mr. HATCH. You had better take your time now, or you may not 
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get it. 


Mr. MORGAN. Iask the gentleman from Illinois to yield me his 
time now and I will return it to him after a while. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I will see you presently about it. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Chairman, I am unwilling to vote upon a measure 
of the importance and character of the one before the House without 
placing upon record some of the reasons which influence my vote and 
my action as a Representative. 

In the course of my public services, which has extended over a period 
of seven or eight years as a member of Congress, I have of c@urse seen 
many strange and remarkable things occur when measured and con- 
sidered by the rules and principles which are supposed to govern parties 
and the principles of parties. 

In fact I have come to doubt, Mr. Chairman, very seriously whether 
there is any party in the United States or not—any political partz with 
fixed, definite, and well-ascertained principles—whose members adhere 
to those principles. 

I have seen many strange bed-fellows in polities in the various changes 
and shiftings of parties and the pressure of measures and changing con- 
ditions, but I confess that I have never seen any measure brought be- 
fore Congress which has brought together so many heretofore supposed 
inconsistent, antagonistic, and hostile elements. 

When the debate on this bill shall have been finished we will find 
the free-trader standing side by side with the pig-iron protectionist, 
the advocate of the greatest amount of liberty, of the greatest measure 
of personal freedom to the individual, heretofore supposed the irrecon- 
cilable enemy of sumptuary legislation, standing side by side, hugged 
breast to breast, lying cheek by jowl, with the advocates of the blue 
laws and sumptuary legislation. 

I have received during the pendency of this measure some of the most 
remarkable dispatches and messages and advices and petitions. They 
have come from the most unexpected quarters of the country and the 
most unexpectedsources. Theovertaxed and heavily-burdened cotton- 
planter, who has pleaded for free trade during all the days of his life and 
fought for it part of the time 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question? 

Mr. DUNN. No, I will not be interrupted at all. 

I haveseen the stalwart advocate of free trade petitioning here for the 
passage of the most outrageous measure of protection, the most unjus- 
tifiable measure of protection I have ever seen brought into Congress. 
And, on the other hand, I have heard and read and received petitions 
from that same class of confederate cotton-planters, Western greenback 
free-traders, and all that element, asking me to vote against the meas- 
ure for the protection of the cotton-planting interest of the South and 
some of theinterests of the West. Those who are for it are for it for pro- 
tection, and those who are against it are against it for protection. Ifa 
bomb of dynamite had been placed underneath the old citadels and 
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council chambers of parties, and they had all been blown up and scat- 
tered to the uttermost endsof the earth, and had fallen in ingled, and 
each one had been raised up from the place where he fell, ing the 
new tongue and new language and new doctrine given by this measure, 
confusion could not have been more completely confounded. [Laughter. ] 

I am curious to know when my friend here, this stalwart free-trader 
[Mr. Hatcu], the enemy of sumptuary laws, who has been the most 
unyielding champion of the rights of man, of freedom of action, of the 
privilege of individuals to eat, drink, and wear what they wish with- 
out legal hinderance—I am curious to know how and when he became 
converted to the doctrine of sumptuary legislation and protection. It 
will be something the whole country will be curious to find out, and 
will wonder over it when they do find it out. My friend from South 
Carolina says here is another, pointing to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi. [Laughter.] Certainly. They areallaroundhere. I begin to 
feel lonesome—like one who is in a strange land and among strangers. 
[ Laughter. ] 

A MEMBER. Here is another. 

Mr. DUNN. I know there is. The woods are fullof them. Con- 
gress is full of them. The country is full of them. [Laughter.] I 
am only trying to express my amazement and astonishment it should 
be so. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman yield to me a moment? 

Mr. DUNN. The gentleman will pardon me; I can not. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will give you five minutes of my own time if you 
will. 

Mr. DUNN. Well, I have got this time; it is mine; but I do not 
know whether I will ever get that ornot. [Laughter.] There is an old 
adage which says, “‘A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.” 
The present is mine; the future I can not control. 

Mr. MORGAN. You can not answer the question, maybe. 

Mr. DUNN. Why, Mr. Chairman, it is an amusing thing, one of 
the most remarkable things I have ever known or seen. Why, before 
it came up here for consideration, I did not suppose that the commit- 
tee that brought it into the House were really in earnest aboutit. I 
had no idea that it would receive any serious or strong support in the 
House. But when it came steaming in with its Read-light burning 
pure butter [langhter] and the track fairly greased with oleomarga- 
rine, with a full train crew from the Committee on Agriculture, the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HAaTcH] as conductor, I was astounded. 
It came as a revenue train on the revenue track, but going a contrary 
direction. There were two other heavily loaded trains standing on 
that track—the tariff bill and the bill to reform the internal-revenue 
service. These were headed the other way, slowly getting up steamand 
in search of a crew torun them. They had not enough help to move 
them, but they were headed in the right direction. This train was go- 
ing the wrong way. It seemed to bea stray or runaway concern, a 
sort of wild-flyer. 

We went into Committee of the Whole and we came to all sorts of 
measures for the reduction of taxation. My distinguished friend from 
Illinois [Mr. Morrison] asked the House the other day, turning to 
the Democratic side, ‘‘How came you here; what brought you here; 
who sent you here, and what did you come for? Was it to increase or 
to reduce the burdens of taxation? To reform the maladministration 
of public affairs, to reduce the number and the wages of public office, 
to reduce and lighten the burdens of taxation, to roll that log off the 
people; that is what you came for.’’? But he obeyed his commission. 
We were all of us, as I thought, ready to support him. I was ready to 
support him. I was and am yet ready to support him in redeeming 
our oft-repeated promises to the people to reduce taxation. He brought 
in a measure here to reduce taxation. Hiscolleague on the committee, 
the distinguished gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], 
brought in another to reform and modify and in great measure remove 
the bad features of that most odious of our methods of taxation—the 
internal-revenue system. : ; 

The whole country has demanded both of these measures, to reduce 
tariff taxation and internal revenue. We promised it; our prom- 
ised it. .The people commissioned us to do it; and yet when this but- 
ter-train was run up against those two measures which stood on the 
track, although they had posted up their Josh Billings regulations for 
running a railroad, ‘‘two trains are forbidden to pass each other on 
this track going in contrary directions,’’ yet the conductor of that 
butter-train never put on a break, never even blew his whistle or re- 
versed his engine, but steamed squarely up and telescoped, literally 
telescoped the other two, knocked them off the track, and went on with- 
out a jostle, and the track seemed to be greased for the occasion—fairly 
greased forhim. [Lanughter.] 

Then I found that a good many other things could be killed by being 
choked to death with butter except the old dog that was said to 
Beware that you do not choke 





have been once choked in that manner. 
the Democratic party to death with butter [laughter],I say to my 
friend from Missouri. 
Why, Mr. Chairman, I am amazed, I lack words to express my aston- 
— —_ a the American ee See converted, 
iberately converted, into a great @ gymnasium 
where all the business athletes of the country come to wrestle for su- 
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ent was the policy that would adhere to the public interests, pushis» 
aside the private interests, private jobbery, and private enterprise: 
The Committee 
on Agriculture seems to have resolved itself into a sort of deputy Way, 
and Means Committee, and have brought in to us here this nondescrip; 
revenue bill headed the wrong way. 

This bill in the first place proposes to reverse the engine and tury 
back up the hill, steam away back up the old road of internal-revenue 
taxation and rehaWilitate in all its odiousness that old offensive syste: 
as it was in the era of espoinage, inquisition, search, and seizure, from 
which no private interest, no private eitizen was exempt, his househo|< 
was not exempt, his private accounts and affairs were not exempt, noth- 
ing wasexempt. We have turned square back, going up that old track 
again. If there is any system of taxation, if there has ever been any 
one system more odious than another in this country it has been that 
internal-revenue system. It has brought from the groaning hearts of 
the people the bitterest and deepest imprecations and curses upon this 
Government that ever were uttered against any other policy or any 
other measure of taxation. 

The people have been almost imbittered to the point of disloyalty 
If anything can make men disloyal to their government it is a system 
of taxation that invades them in that odious, outrageous, and offensive 
manner. It tempts and strains the loyalty of the people. A govern- 
ment can never have in power that security which it has in the afiec- 
tions of its own people, in a willing, cheerful, free acceptance of its laws, 
its policy, its administration. That is the best sheet-anchor of a gov- 
ernment. No measureof power, however strong it may be, can give that 
security to a government which the free and generous consent of tl: 
people to its laws can give. We turn back ata time too when we hai 
reached the very confines of that blessed day of emancipation, when 
the flickering star of hope was beginning to give its gleams of promise 
- at and the whole country was ready to exclaim, ‘‘Hail, holy 

ight!”’ 

Suddenly we are turned back to that dark era of odious, offensive 
legislation. For what? Notfor revenue. The Government does not 
need that. The whole country demands emancipation from taxation 
— consideration of public duty compels us to give the people that 
relief. 

Gentlemen say this is not a revenue bill. Then it comes here under 
false pretenses, and unjustly, and under false pretense avails itself o! 
the privileges of a revenue bill upon this floor. If it is not a revenue 
bill it is worse—it is a job—one industry against another. And along 
in the line of protection the richest and strongest industry wins 
the battle in the scramble in this arena where they all come to wrestle 
for a blessing with more resolution and persistence than that with 
which Jacob wrestled with the angel of the Lord. He was wrestling 
for a genuine blessing; this is for a curse. 

A MemBer. That was Jacob. 

Mr. DUNN. Yes; Jacob was the fellow who did that wrestling. 
But here they wrestle for a curse. They come for gain. Itis the re- 
sult of the system of protection in all its forms, phases, and ramifica- 
tions that it fosters ly. The greater combinations crush and 
destroy the lesser and win the favor of the Government, under which 
they rob and plunder the people. 

Now, if this is not for revenue, then it is for taxation, to prevent the 
manufacture and increase the price of a cheap food commodity. Gen- 
tlemen in their overzeal have gathered—I will not say as scavengers, 
for that would be an odious expression—but they have gleaned with 
wonderful industry 2ll the unreasonable, improbable, outrageous, and 
filthy stories with which these le have filled the newspapers for 
years and have unloaded it allin this House. I have read as bad 
stories as the worst told here about almost every article of food we 
commonly use. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. DUNN. I should like to have a few minutes more. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. GLAss! 
has twelve minutes of his time remaining. 

Mr. GLASS. I promised the gentleman from Louisiana [ Mr. Bi an- 
CHARD] ten minutes, and I yield what other time I have to the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas [ Mr. nN}. 

The only effect of this taxation is to increase the price 
of cheap food for the poor of the country. Like all other systems o! 
protective taxation, you load up the burdens upon the poor, upon their 
eeceioe MANE: Set Nice cen ee fort eeertneed 0 

i any , say are man ured anc 
sold some 200,000,000 pounds of it per annum. It is marvelous that 
it should have gone on to this extent without killing everybody in the 
country if it is the horrid compound it is saidto be. We shall go on, 
Hp glee aaittl tapaiamte canine neem 


y- 
ab tee alten, tleman from Virginia [Mr. 


as the distinguished gen 
Tea) aan ee it is the office of the States and they are clothed 
with power to protect the people against unwholesome and poison- 
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ous foods that are deleterious to health. But who has the right to say 
what we shalleat? That is sumptuary legislation. If we may tax 
this article so as to prevent its use we may tax all other articles of food 
and limit quantity as well as quality. Why, sir, it is unhealthy to eat 
too much of anything. So Congress must lay a tax upon the addi- 
tional ounces of our daily meals above that which may be adjudged to 
be healthy so as to prevent us from eating too much. They used to be 
stoned to death for gluttony in the old times. 

Mr. Chairman, thisisa dangerous, an alarming, and an ominous tend- 
ency in legislation. It is discouraging to the patriot who loves his 
country, who understands that that Constitution was ordained by the 
fathers to be the great palladium of liberty for man, the greatest that 
human ingenuity has ever invented, that it should be trampled under 
foot and disregarded, and the administration of the Government drawn 
away from that basis and from the limitations contained in the instru- 
ment and converted into a huge system of jobbery. 

Here we have those who churn butteragainst those who manufacture 
butter struggling for Congress to intervene and license one and prohibit 


theother. It is the saddest position I have ever seen this House placed 
in. Ihave read no history of anything like this heretofore#and it will 


be the most marvelous scene when we come to pass between the tellers 
or march up and answer to our names when the ayes and noes are 
called. After we get through with that little formality here I am 
afraid that we shall be in the condition of a distinguished gentleman 
whom I once heard of in this city. After dinner, late in the evening, 
perhaps early in the morning, it is said that with some assisting friends 
he reached the front of his residence—there were a number of them, 
quite a number—he rang the bell. 

When his summons was answered, it is said a lady put her head out 
of the window and asked what was wanted. He asked if Mr. —— 
lived there—this was the name of the gentleman himself, and whose 
wife thiswas. She answered,he did. ‘*Then,’’ said he, ‘‘ will you be 
kind enough to come down here and pick your husband out of this 
crowd and take him in?’’? [Laughter.] When we are through pass- 
ing between the tellers and registering our names let us all send the 
request to our constituents to please come down here and pick out their 


representatives and take them home. They ought to go. [Laughter 
and applause. ] 

Mr. GLASS. I rise to a question of privilege. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. GLASS. Ihave been informed by the chairman of the Commit- 


tee on Agricelture that the committee were censuring me for the posi- 
tion I am occupying on this question to-day. 

Mr. HATCH. I beg the gentleman}s pardon, he is mistaken. 

Mr. GLASS. i understood you so. 

Mr. HATCH. Thecommittee were somewhat disappointed that the 
gentleman having taken up the hour in favor of the bill should yield 
it to those who have it. 

Mr. GLASS. I appeal tothe chairman tocorrectthatstatement. I 
never stated which side I would occupy, and the chairman put me down 
by mistake as in favor of the bill, and then insisted I should have had 
the place assigned to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. DuNHAM] in op- 
position to it. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair was informed this was the unanimous 
report of the committee, and therefore supposed all the fhembers of the 
committee were in favor of the bill. The gentleman came to the Chair 
and stated he was op to the bill in its present shape. 

Mr. GLASS. IfI have any time remaining, I give it to the gentle- 
man from Louisiana [Mr. BLANCHARD]. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I take it that a member of the committee has as 
much right to be converted to the honest side of this question as any- 
body else. [Laughter. ] 

_ Mr. BLANCHARD. Mr. Chairman, how much time have I, includ- 

—— yielded to me by the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. GLAss]} ? 

e CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee has two minutes 

of his time ini 

I reserve that and beg some more from some 
other gentleman. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman is to have ten minutes of my time 
whenever the chairman will let him have it. 

“oe FUNSTON was recognized and yielded fifteen minutes to Mr. 

ORGAN. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to make my special ac- 
knowledgments to my friend from Kansas [Mr. Funston ], because by 
the concession he has made me I am enabled to follow immediately 

distinguished Democratic friends on this side of the House. 

of the remarks they have made and some of the 
have presented here. When gentlemen come forward, as 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] did yesterday, and say 
to ize, perpetuate, and extend the internal- 
therefore he opposes it; when the gentleman 

. KELLEY] rises in his place and says that for 
walk over and shake hands with his distin- 
other side; when the gentleman from Arkansas 
and enters upon a humorous discourse, in the course 
the fact that his opposition to this bill is based 
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upon the internal-revenue feature of it, and then talks about the re- 
duction of taxation and says that this bill proposes to increase taxa- 
tion—when gentlemen talk in that way about this bill, I feel that I 
am under special obligation to my friend from Kaasas for giving me the 
opportunity of speaking at this time. 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to say here and now that as a member of the 
Committee on Agriculture I give my unqualified approval to this bill, 
and that I am the mover in that committee of the 10-cent tax. When 
gentlemen talk of the internal-revenue feature of the bill and oppose 
it upon that ground I desire to say to those gentlemen that that feature 
of the bill more than any other commended it to my mind. When I 
investigated the testimony in this case, looking at it carefully with a 
view to ascertaining the truth and doing justice to the public, having 
no interest whatever on the part of any of my constituents conflicting 
with that purpose, I took the view that here was an inviting oppor- 
tunity to find another field of revenue without imposing any additional 
taxes upon the people, and I thought that if we could raise ten or 
twenty million dollars in this way it would help my friend from IIi- 
nois [Mr. MorRISON ], who is to bring forward presently a bill reducing 
taxation. 

The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. DunN] facetiously asks the gen- 
tleman from Missouri how it happens that he, a free-trader, is found 
upon this sideof the question. 1 do not know whether my friend from 
Missouri is a free-trader or not, nor do I care. This bill is not based 
upon any ideaofthatkind. This isa revenue bill, framed for the pur- 
pose of raising revenue, and when we come to deal with a measure of 
that kind it is the duty of this House to search for places where reve- 
nue can be raised, bearing as lightly as possible upon the people, and 
then to turn around and look for other quarters in which correspond- 
ing relief can be given to the people. When gentlemen talk about the 
constitutionality of this bill it is well to look and see whether they are 
not uttering the sentiments of the oleomargarine men and nobody else. 
Gentlemen say that we come here with this bill and seek to raise reve- 
nue when there isno needofrevenue. This is indeed a happy goal we 
have reached! Able to run this great Government without money !! 

The gentleman from Arkansas | Mr. DuNN] says that this is simply 
a contest between the regular butter producer and the butter manu- 
facturer, that there is no necessity whatever for this bill, and that it is 
brought forward in the interest of one set of producers for the purpose 
of suppressing another set of competing producers. I desire to enter 
here and now my solemn protest against that assertion, and, as a mem- 
ber of the committee, to declare that it is unfounded and not based 
upon fact. As a committee, our whole purpose was to arrive at a just 
and proper conclusion in this matter. We brought the dairymen be- 
fore us and asked what they desired and what they complained of. We 
brought the oleomargarine men before us and asked what their desire 
was and what their complaint was. We brought the produce men 
before us and asked them what was their desire in the matter. 

We consulted all the interests concerned, the dairymen, the oleo- 
margarine makers, and the consumers; and having considered the whole 
question to the best of our ability, we brought forward this bill. When 
any man states here that it is not a revenue bill, buta measure framed 
for the purpose of suppressing one industry in the interest of another 
industry, I say that he speaks without knowledge of the facts. I deny 
that the bill was framed for any such purpose; and, speaking for the 
dairy interest and for the agricultural interest of the country, I deny 
that any representative of those interests ever appeared before the com- 
mittee to ask for the suppression of this oleomargarine trade simply as 
a competitor of theirs. On the other hand, I assert that when gentle- 
men come here and make their arguments and produce their literature 
in opposition to this bill, they simply reproduce the arguments and 
the literature that were laid before the committee by the representa- 
tives of the oleomargarine interest. 

You gentlemen come here and repeat the arguments made by Mr. 
Stern, the representative of Armour & Co., and of the oleomargarine in- 
terest. That gentleman, who is one of the brightest and keenest and 
most intellectual men I ever saw, came before the committee and de- 
livered his address and was thoroughly cross-examined, and from that 
time to this the country has been flooded with literature on that side 
of the question, and it nearly all comes from his pen or is inspired by 
his genius. I have it here before me coming up from various portions 
of thecountry, purporting to represent the stock-exchange interest, the 
produce-exchange interest, and the labor interest, and I say that these 
various productions are in large measure identical in language with the 
argument of that gentleman which I hold inmy hand. Furthermore, 
the protest and the explanation of the manufacturers of oleomargarine 
which have been presented here to-day by the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. DUNHAM] and read at the Clerk’s desk are substantially and 
largely verbatim the same as the argument of the gentleman I have 
named. We asked these people what it was in this bill that they com- 
plained of, and I desire to call attention to what they have to say. 

Mr. VAN EATON. Will my colleague allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. MORGAN. With pleasure. 

Mr. VAN EATON. Does my colleague mean to say that the coun- 
try or the Treasury is in need of more reve ue than is now comingin? 
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Mr. MORGAN. I mean to say that the country needs money. 
I mean to say that we owe $1,500,000,000 to-day. Two hundred mill- 
ions of dollars of itis now due. I mean to say that we have a Gov- 
ernment which is expending $360,000,000 every year; that $80,000,000 
will be required annually for the purpose of paying pensions; and in 
raising money to pay the indebtedness of the Government and for its 
current expenditures we need to raise it from the right source and to 
take off taxation where we have been raising it from wrong sources. 

Mr. VAN EATON. One more question. How much more revenue 
ought we to raise than is now being raised from ordinary sources? 

Mr. MORGAN. Idonotknow. The Secretary of the Treasury says 
that next year, if the revenus do not increase, we shall be $24,000,000 
short. Surely we need as much more as will be raised from this bill. 

Mr. VAN EATON. Then I understand my colleague to say, as a 
member of the committee, that the bill proposing to levy this taxation 
was adopted solely for the purpose of raising revenue—needed revenue ? 

Mr.MORGAN. Sofaras Iamconcerned—lI speak for myself alone— 
I voted for it simply because it opened up a new field especially com- 
mending itself to my mind for taxation and put this article side by side 
with whisky and tobacco. [Applause.] On that ground I stand. I 
ask the House to put taxation there, and take it off the blankets and 
the shoes and the clothing of the widows and orphans throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. [Applause.] If we are to have re- 
duction, let us have it at theright place. Thewhole outcry here about 
internal-revenue taxation is raised by gentlemen who want to take the 
tax off whisky and tobacco and keep it on the blankets with which 
the poor widows and orphansof the country wrap themselves in winter. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. How many of the gentlemen who are 
ready to vote to impose this tax will vote to reduce or remove the tax- 
ation on blankets? 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not know. I hope enough will vote with me 
to doit. But I will say to my distinguished friend from Texas that 
when we can get $20,000,000 of taxation from this source—the quan- 
tity produced being as we understand 200,000,000 pounds—I think the 
taxation should be taken off something somewhere. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. How much revenue will you get if you 
pass this bill? 

Mr. MORGAN, If what the oleomargarine people say is true, that 
oleomargarine sells as it does because it is better than butter and is not 
a fraud, we shall get $20,000,000. If those statements are not true, 
then this article will have to sink to an ignoble grave and die the death 
ofa fraud. [Laughter.] 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Do you think if we pass this bill we shall 
get $20,000,000 of revenue, or $10,000,000, or $5,000,000, or $1,000,- 
000 from this article? 

Mr. MORGAN. Now the gentleman comes to the ‘‘ milk in the co- 
coanut.’? I say if we pass this bill we shall unmask this business. If 
oleomargarine is the pure and virtuous thing it is represented to be— 
if there is truth in the representation of the great head centet of the 
oleomargarine people who has testified that ‘* heretofore the people have 
had bad butter on their tables, but now they have a sweet, delightful, 
and palatable article’’—if this be true, oleomargarine will stand the 
test; but if it is a fraud it may not be able to stand the treatment. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. But shall we get any revenue from it? 

Mr. MORGAN. If this article is what it is claimed to be, an honest 
article of trade, which people buy knowingly and because they like i 
we shall get $20,000,000; and the revenue we thus get will be obtain 
from a proper source, 

Mr. HAMMOND. Ifa man thinks we ought not to raise $20,000,- 
000 additional revenue, ought he not to vote against this bill? 

Mr. MORGAN. He ought, provided he thinks taxation should be 
continued on woolens and shoes and things of that kind, from which 
we wish to remove it. [Applause.] The simple question is, Where 
are you going to get money? That we must raise money to run the 
Government no man can deny. We must pay $80,000,000 annually 
as pensions to ex-soldiers, their widows and orphans; and no man can 
deny the duty of the Government in that respect. But when you come 
to talk about raising money, why should you speak about ‘‘ suppress- 
ing an industry?’’ When gentlemen who oppose this bill get up here 
and say that we are adopting this form of taxation for the ‘‘suppres- 
sion of an industry’’ they are simply repeating the slanders of the 
oleomargarine manufacturers, We must have revenue; there is nouse 
talking about it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. TILLMAN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him @ ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to say to the gentleman that I am proud 
to have him ask me a question, and I shall be glad to have any other 
Democrat on this floor ask me a question. 

A MemMsER. How about Republicans? 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam talking to Democrats. Iam a Democrat my- 
self—one of the old ‘‘ blue hen’s chickens.”’ [Laughter. ] 

Mr. TILLMAN. Well, it is a very queer shade of color to-day. 
[Great laughter.] I understand the gentleman and others who have 





preceded him on his side of the question to maintain that 200,000,000 | and 


pounds of this oleomargarine are manufactured and sold every year and 
consumed by the people. B 
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the gentleman’s figures are better than mine. 
the record, and I have examined the question as a lawyer. 
a good deal of my life as a judge, and I have tried to train my mind to 
calm and careful investigation. 


laughter and clapping of hands. } 


minutes more. 


cents a 
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Mr. MORGAN. I do not desire to make any correction unless 


I am speaking from 
I have sat 


Now [turning to Mr. TILLMAN] give us your question. 


[Gre at 


Mr. TILLMAN. Very well. How do you get your twenty millions 


of revenue unless—— 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. [Laughter 


Mr. TILLMAN. As the House laughed away the time, all I ask js 


and applause. } 


it will give me an opportunity by unanimous consent to finish my «ues- 
tion. 


Mr. MORGAN. Certainly; I hope so. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objection. 
Mr. FUNSTON. Iwill give the gentleman from Mississippi five 


Mr. MORGAN. He wants to know how Iam to get twenty millions 


revenue. 


Mr. TILLMAN. Yes; who fixed it at 200,000,000 pounds? At 10 
und it would be $20,000,000. 


Mr. MORGAN. You have there a source for raising revenue. Fif- 


teen million dollars taken off the salt, and trace-chains, and clothes 
of the farmers would be no small relief, and in the right direction. 


Mr. TILLMAN. If this bill is advocated as a revenue measure, and 


solely as a revenue measure, and if it is right to tax oleomargarine 1( 
cents a pound, is it not honest to tax butter 10 cents a pound ? 


Mr. MORGAN. We have the power to do it. 
Mr. TILLMAN. Then why not do it? 


Mr. MORGAN. Bringinyourbillandletusseeaboutit. I trust we 


may find “TLeughe to which we may transfer the tax from ‘‘ Widows’ 
Weeds.”’ 

as I am allowed ten minutes more of time—that I hold proof here to 
show that when you impose this tax of 10 cents a pound on this imita- 
tion of butter you do not take it out of the manufacture or increase the 
price of oleomargarine. I hold here the testimony of a man whose 
official duty required him to study all about this question, and who 


Laughter and applause.] Mr. Chairman, I desire to say— 


did so as a high official of the State of New York, and he states it as a 
fact the average price of oleomargarine sold as butter is 26 cents a 
pound, although it is made for only 7} to 8 cents a pound and whole- 
saled at 11 cents a pound, and that if you tax it 10 cents it will leave 
a margin of 5 cents for profit, whereas it now leaves a margin of 15 
cents as a temptation to swindle; and it is that swindle that will be 
driven out of existence if anything should be, not the product itself. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman can buy oleomargarine in the city 
for 15 cents a pound. 

Mr. MORGAN. It was for the reasons which I have stated that this 
bill was brought in. The gentleman from Tllnois says oleomargarine 
can be purchased here for 15 centsa pound. Oh, yes, Mr. Sterne came 
and told us all about that. [Laughter.] Stalls 349, 350, and 351 in 
the market-house of this city—is not that your thing? [Great laugh- 


ter and applause. 

Mr. DUNHAM. They sell it exactly for what it is. 

Mr. MORGAN. Oh, yes, so they do; but that is “after taking.” 
[Great hter. ] 


Mr. TILLMAN. It seems strange after what we have heard that 
when some two hundred millions of oleomargarine is manufactured it 
can be distributed among the people without enlarging the graveyards. 


[Great ow. 
Mr. MO. Gat Possibly it does. 


Mr. TILLMAN. I do not know it. 

Mr. MORGAN. It will deceive anybody, for it is very difficult to 
distinguish the difference between oleomargarine and real butter. 1 
can only be done with a microscope and in the hand of an expert. 

Mr. TILLMAN. If two hundred millions of pounds are manufact- 
ured and sold it is a matter of great importance to a great many peco- 


le. 
r Mr. MORGAN. AsI will have an opportunity to speak hereafter and 
as the time given me has expired, I now give notice I will bring for- 
ward proof that out of the many places in the State of New York where 
it is sold it is never sold as oleomargarine, but always sold as genuine 
butter. Mr. Van Valkenberg, assistant dairy commissioner of the 
State of New York, states that at five hundred where it was sold 
it was found the medium of his detectives that four hundred an‘ 
ninety-fivesold itas true butter, and when other detectives were sent out 
disguised as coal-heavers and sent to these five who had sold it as olco- 
margarine, all of the five sold it to the new men as true butter. [Great 
laughter and applause.] They icioned the first to be detectives. 
Mr. TILLMAN. Did any one die from ar [Laughter. } 
Mr. MORGAN. It was to them and no one 
could tell of what they died. ! .] My friend from Illinois 
(Mr. DuNHAM] asked how of this was sold as genuine butter 
a eee I want to tell him that we had the 
chief of this eae Saree See seen to 
one direction and my friend from Iowa [ Mr. CK] in another, 
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a upon the table as oleomargarine. 


would not “go off” if that was done. 
Mr. FREDERICK. That it would prejudice the sale. 
Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir; and that was the reason that he assigned 


He said his objection was that it 


it. 
Our. DUNHAM. Who is this great expert that you are quoting? 
Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Sterne, and he knows more about itthan all the 
balance put together. igen 
I thank my friend from Kansas | Mr. Funston] for yielding me his, 
time, which I will give back to him hereafter, with interest. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and the Speaker having taken the 
chair, a message from the Senate, by Mr. McCook, its Secretary, an- 
nounced the of resolutions and bills of the following titles, in 
which the concurrence of the House was requested, namely: 

A resolution to print 30,000 additional copies of the first annual _re- 
port of the Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor; 

A resolution to print the report on Alaska by E. W. Nelson; 

A resolution to print 7,500 additional copies of the report of the board 
of fortifications; 

A bill (S. 2026) granting a pension to Wallis Pattee; 

A bill (8S. aaa} granting a pension to Jackson Chapman; 

A bill (S. 2132) granting a pension to Fridoline Glastgter; 

A bill (S. 2180) granting an increase of pension to William Wallace 
Young; 

Abill (S. 2197) granting a pension to Henry Daner; 

A bill te ar granting a pension to Charles Brunbridge; 

A bill (S. 2118) for the relief of Lucy A. Washburn; 

A bill (S. 2220) granting a pension to James A. Mathes; 

A bill tS. 2228) granting a pension to Samuel F. Rowe; 

A bill (8. 2233) granting a pension to John P. McElroy; 

A bill (8. 1902) granting a pension to Mrs. Ann E. Lamburg; 

A bill (S. 2053) for the relief of Chester A. Arthur and William H. 
Robertson, late collectors of customs of the district of the city of New 
York; and 

A bill (S. 2056) to amend the pension laws by increasing the pensions 
of soldiers and sailors who have lost an arm or a leg in the service. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendments, in which the concurrence of the House was requested, the 
bill (H. R. 453) to forfeit the lands granted to the Atlantic and Pacific 

i Company to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph 
line from the States of Missouri and Arkansas to the Pacific coast, and 
to restore the same to settlement, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the Senate returned to the House, 
in compliance with its request, the bill (H. R. 356) granting a pension 
to Samuel Hanson. 


RETURN OF BILL TO SENATE. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will lay before the House a request re- 
ceived from the Senate. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
IN THE SENATE, May 25, 1886. 


Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to request the House of Representa- 
tives to return to the Senate the bill (S. 722) for increase of pension'to Mrs. Ellen 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the Clerk of the House 
will be directed to return the bill as requested. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

IMITATION DAIRY PRODUCTS. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

Mr. FUNSTON. I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. O’ FERRALL]. 

Mr. O'FERRALL. Mr. Chairman, I thank the gentleman from 
Kansas [Mr. Funston] for yielding a few minutes of his time to me. 

It is a fact well known to all familiar with my views that I am op- 
posed to the entire internal-revenue system. I have never seen the day 
or the hour during my service here when I would not have voted for 
the total repeal of this system. 

It was born of the war; intended as a war measure, to raise money 
for the of the Government during that trying period and for 
the prosecution of the war. 

Peace has long since come to our distracted country, and yet this law 
still stands upon the statute-books. 

ow a epee and unrepublican. 

t inciple ive in its operation, and tyrannical 
a. wrong prineip » Oppressi peration, y 

= certain sections of the country God has given the people a soil 
adapted to the cultivation of tobacco, and that almost alone. The land 
belongs to them by inheritance from their fathers, who cultivated it for 
many decades without restriction under Democratic administrations. 
Yet under this iniquitous system these people, freemen, breathing the 
inspired sentiments of a free land, from the time they sow their seed 
in the seed-bed until they have marketed the last plant have some lit- 
soreranee official hanging around them watching with suspicious eye 
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fear they may dispose of a leaf of the products of their own land, | city. 


asked him what objection he had to its being sold to the peopleand raised by their own sweat and toil, to some one not a licensed dealer. 


In other sections, in the mountains, distant from railroads and mar- 
kets, nature has prepared their recesses for the growth of the grape and 
apple; and here, too, this same little official is ever present with the 
scent of a bloodhound to track down the lowly denizen in his mount- 
ain region who may dare dispose of a gill of distilled spirits without 
paying a tax to the Government of this boasted land of the free, though 
it may be that the very sale is to procure food for his children. 

I repeat, sir, that I would vote with the most supreme pleasure for 
the abolition of this entire system and for a return to the old-time 
Democratic method of raising revenue. 

But so long as we have the system I propose that these products of 
the soil and these tillers of the ground shall not bear all the burdens 
of the system and receive no benefits from it. If these particular in- 
dustries and products are to be taxed and this espionage upon them 
kept up I intend by my vote to relieve other agricultural pursuits from 
depression and restore them to their wonted prosperity by taxing a 
stuff which has prostrated them and which under the guise of a food 
is spreading disease and death throughout the land. 

Iam, therefore, in favor of this bill and shall support it earnestly. 
[Applause.] I livein asection, sir, and represent a district grand in its 
agricultural advantages, and literally ‘‘ flowing with milk and honey’’— 
the historic Shenandoah Valley and part of the classic Piedmont sec- 
tion. Its population is composed of a sturdy race, who despise shams 
and frauds in whatsoever forms they may present themselves. One of 
its great industries has been that of the dairy. Every farmer, large or 
small, has made butter-making one of the sources from which he de- 
rived his support, and the good housewives vied with each other in 
quality and quantity. All that the section could produce after supply- 
ing home demand found a ready market and fair price in the cities 
until this sham and fraud known as oleomargarine made its appearance. 
Then the demand dropped off, sales stopped, the dairy interest lan- 
guished, and valuable dairy cows were fattened and slaughtered for 
beef. 

For some time the farmers, honest and straightforward in their deal- 
ings, could not understand why the demand had ceased. It never oc- 
curred to them that butter, which had been used asa healthful food from 
the earliest recorded time, had been supplanted by a mixture of tallow 
and nitric acid, castor oil and butyric acid, mustard seed oil and ben- 
zoic acid, cotton-seed oil and capsic acid, turnip-seed oil and commer- 
cial sulphuric acid, oil of sesame and sugar of lead, stomachs of sheep 
and pigs and calves and nitrate of soda, and the many other articles and 
ingredients which enter into this stuff, which no stock-raiser would 
feed to his swine. 

They never dreamed that a substitute such as this had been intro- 
duced for human consumption, thereby forcing out of the market their 
honest product made from that which God himself had ordained should 
be the early sustenance of mankind and the great sustainer of human 
life in disease. 

Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that the discussion of this question 
and the exposure of this traffic ought to arouse such a spirit of indig- 
nation as to bring down the most severe condemnation upon the heads 
of those who have been engaged in the manufacture of this nauseous 
compound. No manj unless his sensibilities are deadened, can reflect 
that possibly at some time he has eaten of it at his table without un- 
pleasant sensations. 

3ut they say, ‘‘it is the feod of the poor man.’’ Yes, they admit 
they do not expect the rich man to buy it, but they want to palm it 
off on the poor man and hold up before his vision the tempting bait of 
cheapness and induce him thereby to take it to his humble home and 
feed its lurking disease to his children. I would rather see a viper 
pressed to the bosom of my child, for I might find an antidote for the 
poison of its fangs, than to have put day by day before it an insidious 
poison in its food to sap its young life by degrees. [ Applause. ] 

Yes, ‘cheap food!’? Thestomachsof pigs, sheep, and calves reduced 
by acids, and then bromo-chloralum used to destroy the smell and pre- 
vent detection of the putrid mass. Bromo-chloralum! Sostrong is the 
smell that this powerful disinfectant used in a charnel-house must be 
brought into requisition to destroy the odor which would otherwise 
stench in the nostrils of the poor man while they sell him the ‘‘ poor 
man’s food.’’ [Laughter. ] 

Yes, ‘‘cheap food!’ When one of the ingredients is pepsin, in the 
use of which is an admission that the compound is indigestible and aid 
must be given to digestion, and with every meal this powerful medi- 
cine must be eaten, and the digestive organs must be constantly stim- 
ulated, and consequently day by day weakened, resulting necessarily 
in final death. Yes, ‘‘cheap food’’ in the shape of putrefaction ren- 
dered odorless by a powerful disinfectant. Yes, ‘‘cheap food”’ in the 
form of an apothecary’s shop in the poor man’s stomach! [Applause 
and laughter. } 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Did you ever hear of anybody 
being made sick by eating oleomargarine? 

Mr. O’FERRALL. I have never, thank Heaven, been brought in 
contact with it. 


Mr. TILLMAN. You have no doubt ate a good deal of it in this 








4922 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


May 25, 





Mr. O’FERRALL. [f I thought I had done so, I should feel 
squeamish about it at this moment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Is there any record confirming 
the gentleman’s statement? 

Mr. O’FERRALL. The charges have been made, and though we 
have much hterature from oleomargarine manufacturers they have never 
been denied. 

Now, sir, in the name of all that is right, in the name of humanity, 
I ask, should this miserable, death-dealing fraud be allowed to remain 
in competition with the honest production of honest industry? Should 
it by its cheapness be longer permitted to lure men into its purchase 
and poison the well-springs of public health? 

I find sir, from the report of the Committee on Agriculture, who 
gave much thought and consideration to this question, that about 200,- 
000,000 pounds of this mixture are now being manufactured annually, 
which, as they say, not only takes the place of so much butter, but 
stops the consumption of much more by the demoralization of the 
trade; that ‘‘ before itsintroduction cows were worth on an average $40 
per head: and now only $30 each; that during the last year 300,000 
milch cows were slaughtered in Chicago alone, or an average of 1,000 
daily; that there have been from four to five million American citizens 
engaged in the dairy business; that they have over 15,000,000 cows, 
and have produced annually over 1,000,000,000 pounds of butter and 
300,000,000 pounds of cheese, and that the products have been worth 
$250,000,000, and that about an equal amount has been realized from 
the sale of milk, making in all $500,000,000 annually.’’ 

Now, leaving everything else out of consideration, ought not some 
thought be given to the agricultural interests of this country? Is not 
the farmer entitled to some protection? Is he to be made to pay all 
the taxes, bearall the burdens? Is his legitimate sphere to be invaded 
and circumscribed by a fraud ? 

Every industry except that of agriculture is clamorous for and re- 
ceives at the handsof this Government protection. The farmer stands 
out with his bronzed face and hardened hands as the payer of tithes to 
the manufacturing and railroad monopolies of the land. ‘‘As the hart 
panteth for the water-brooks,’’ the tiller of the soil panteth for relief 
irom the exactions of heavy taxation and a high protective tariff. 

While differing upon the question of the tariff and upon political issnes 
generally with the distinguished gentleman from New York [Mr. His- 
cocK] who addressed the House on yesterday, I say with him pass 
this bill, and while raising revenue give ‘incidental protection”’ to 
the farming interests. 

Of course, Mr. Chairman, I have not had time to discuss this bill in 
a manner which its importance demands. I have not had time to re- 
fer to the constitutional question raised’ by the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. HAMMOND]. I will only say that if it is constitutional to tax to- 
bacco and distilled spirits it is constitutional to tax oleomargarine. I 
would like to refer to the position of some gentlemen on this floor who 
have been most violent opponents of the repeal of the internal-revenue 
system so long as it only affected the interests of other States or sections, 
but as soon as it was proposed to extend the system so that it might 
indirectly affect the interests of their sections they cry aloud against 
the extension. It seems even here to make a difference ‘‘ whose ox is 
gored.’’ I again thank the gentleman from Kansas for his courtesy 
and the House for extending my time and its kind and attentive hear- 
ing. [Applause. | 

[ Before Mr. O’ FERRALL had concluded his remarks the hammer fell, 
and the chairman stated that his time had expired. 

Mr. O’FERRALL. I should like to be permitted to occupy five 
minutes longer. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. This hour belongs to the gentleman from Kan- 
sas [Mr. Funston]. 

Mr. FUNSTON. I wiil yield to the gentleman to go on for five min- 
utes by unanimous consent, provided the time is not taken out of my 
hour, 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia being allowed to proceed by unanimous consent for five minutes? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. O’FERRALL resumed and concluded the remarks above printed. ] 

Mr. FUNSTON., I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Rowext]. 

Mr. ROWELL. The discussion of this question is necessarily con- 
fined within narrow boundaries, and I am well aware that after all 
that has been said it is next to impossible to say anything in favor of 
this bill or against it that has not already been said in some way. 
But as I intend to vote for this bill, Iam not willing to let the occa- 
sion pass without protesting against some of the reasons which oppo- 
nents of the bill have attempted to offer as the reasons why we are 
going to vote for it. 

I do not believe in the doctrine of protection as applied to the people 
in the same country. But I do believe in the doctrine of a nation pro- 


tecting its own people against unfair competition with of other 
nations. And I do not intend to vote for the bill under discussion upon 
the principle of attempting to protect one itimate industry in this 


country against competition from another industry. Itis not 
upon any such principle I base my advocacy of this bill. It is to pro- 
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tect one legitimate industry against the unfair competition of a fray, 
lent industry. All that I desire is that this butterine business. ; 
oleomargarine business, shall stand upon its own merits; thatthe 9; 
cle shall go into the market upon its own merits. The very nature , 
the business enables its projectors to commit frauds upon the 

and they of all men ought not to object. If the people of this coun 
insist upon laws which shall protect them against frauds, they oy. 
not to object if they be compelled to pay the expense of that protec: 

I object again to the assumption that we are impliedly violati; 
oaths to support the Constitution when we vote for this bill. \y, 
lieve that while the bill itself is constitutional, the object to | 
tained is a constitutional object. 

Now, I will neither support nor advocate a bill which secks 
ulently to attain an end that can not be obtained honestly and | 
I believe it to be within the power of the National Government | 
complish by means of taxation something more and higher than sj; 
getting money to spend again. If I understand anything about |, 
the power to do a thing implies the power to accomplish everyt 
that is implied in doing it. The power to levy a tax is the power 
get whatever good may be obtained through the levying of that + 
and it is not an unconstitutional intention to get some other good 1 
simply the good of getting moncy. 

It isadmitted that we have a right to select the objects of taxat 
But if the theory is a correct one as advanced by the constitution 
lawyers here, gge may only levy an ad valorem tax; we musi tax ever 
article according to its value and leave none untaxed, because if w, 
select one and leave another we do accomplish another purpose tha 
the purpose to simply get money. Conceding the right to select 1 
objects of taxation, you concede the constitutional right to get so 
other good out of the tax than getting money; and if the constitutions 
| right, then you concede the perfect right of every man under his oa 

to support the Constitution to get that other good, the duty of ev 
man to select such objects of taxation as will get a declared good to 
the American people. 

Now in levying a tax on oleomargarine, surrounding it with machin- 
ery which shall extend all over the nation, you supplement the powers 
of State Legislatures by constitutional methods, and you simply succeed 
in surpressing an acknowledged fraud. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Oh, no. 

Mr. ROWELL. Yousucceed in suppressing an acknowledged fraud 
My colleague says *‘Oh, no.’’ His constituents, the three great firms 
of Chicago boldly proclaim that they manuifacture oleomargarine 
They say that they mark it, stamp it; but they will not be so foolish 
as to come here and claim that one pound out of a hundred, when it 
reaches the people who consume it, goes there honestly with the under- 
standing that it is oleomargarine. Why do you make it in the imag 
of butter, why do you color it the color of butter, why in your manip- 
ulating process do you doeverything to destroy the distinction between 
it and butter if you do not do it for the purpose of deceiving the con- 
sumer? Itisan acknowledged fraud—an acknowledged fraud betwee 
the manufacturer and the consumer. Being an acknowledged fraud, it 
is not honest competition between the dairymen, the butter-makers 
and the few great manufacturers that make oleomargarine. Concede 
that it is wholesome, yet if you sit down to a table and are told that 
the ‘butter’? comes out of Armour's establishment you turn away 
from it. 

Go into a boarding-house and let them give you notice that they us 
only oleomargarine and you seek another boarding-house. Go into 
any town or city in this country and go through the grocery stores that 
sell butter, and you can not find one in fifty which will acknowledye 
thatitsells oleomargarine. I know that your Chicago firms have esta})- 
lished in this city a place where oleomargarine is prblicly sold as such 
I know also that Congress is in session, and that this legislation is |)e- 
fore Congress, and that they are seeking to meet this legislation )y 
setting a good example here. But go to the hotel where you board an‘! 
ask them if they use oleomargarine and they will tell you no; yet | 
would bet my bottom dollar that on every table in that hotel they do 
set oleomargarine, and you eat it every day and do not know it. 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. HATCH. ‘Tell him also that there is a Federal law upon thc 
statute-book applying to this District that will fine and imprison any 
man who sells oleomargarine for anything else than whatit is. 

Mr. ROWELL. Yes. Now, if the tax proposed by the bill is too 
large, let us amend the bill and make it less. The real purpose is 1 
constitutional purpose, to be effected through the taxing power, to su) 
plement the action of the States and make this business go before the 
world as an honest business, leaving th® butter-makers as they are. 
honest mien. 

We to make the men who engage in a business which can |« 
fraudu y carried on pay the expense of guarding the public against 
deception, and if in paying that expense and without increasing tle 
cost to the consumer we can get some added revenue to make up fv! 
losses, let us it, 

Mr. D M. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques 
tion? 

Mr. ROWELL. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. DUNHAM. You concede that the manufacturers make this ar- 
ticle and brand it as what it is, but you say that when it reaches the 
consumer he does not know whether it is butter or something else? 

Mr. ROWELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then would you be in favor of an amendment to 
this bill which would reach the retailer ? 

Mr. ROWELL. Iconcede that the Chicago manufacturers stamp the 
article, but Isay they could not get along without doingit. They would 
be caught violating the laws of the State of Illinois if they did not. 
But they can not cover, while the retail dealer with hisice-box can. You 
can afford to be honest when you can not helpit. [Laughter.] I would 
pot trust Armour nor any of the balance of them if they could cover up 
their manufacture and send it out to the world as pure dairy butter. 
But they can notdo that. Youcan nothideanelephant. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then you would be in favor of an amendment to 
reach the retailer. ; 

Mr. ROWELL. If the tax provided in this bill is too high, I say 
make it lower; but if we can get some money out of this thing and at 
the same time keep these people from deceiving the public, so much the 
better. Wemeed the money. Not a day passes here that somebody 
does not get up and protest against some needed expenditure as a raid 
upon the Treasury, and declare that the Treasury can not stand sucha 
raid. Fill up your Treasury; then it can sustain more of the ‘‘ raids’’ 
that do good in this country. [Laughter and applause. } 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee do now 
rise, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, reported that they had had under consideration 
the bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter; also imposing a tax upon and 
regulating the manufacture, sale, importation and exportation of oleo- 
margarine, and had come to no resolution thereon. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. FISHER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found duly enrolled the bill (H. R. 8762) mak- 
ing appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for pub- 
lie printing, pensions, and pay of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1886; when the Speaker signed the same. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I simply desire to announce to the House 
that the session this evening will close the general debate upon this 
bill. I propose to-morrow morning, before we go into Committee of 
the Whole, to limit general debate. 

Mr. DUNHAM. And I simply desire to say, Mr. Speaker, that I 


expect that the House itself will have the right to say whether the de- 
bate shall close or not. 


ADDITIONAL RIGHTS TO CERTAIN HOMESTEAD SETTLERS. 


Mr. McRAE introduced a bill (H. R. 9011) to grant additional rights 
to certain homestead settlers on the public lands, and for other pur- 
; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 

tee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


MANAGERS OF SOLDIERS’ HOMES. 


Mr. BRAGG introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 177) appointing 
of the national homes for disabled soldiers to fill vacancies 
in the board which occurred April 21, 1886; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 
THE FISHERIES. 


Mr. REED, of Maine, presented resolutions of the Fishing Exchange 
of Portland, Me.; which were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and, on motion of Mr. ReEp, were ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The resolutions are as follows: 


PorTLAND FisnHixnc EXCHANGE, Portland, Me., May 21, 1886. 
Ata meeting of this exchange the following resolutions were passed : 
Attest: 0. B,. WHITTEN, Secretary. 
Whereas the Canadian Government have seized American fishing vessels and, 
as we believe, unlawfully, whereby the flag of our country has been insulted: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of the Portland Fishing Exchange that the Presi- 
dent of these United States should oe by proclamation declare non- 
intercourse with the Dominion of Canada in all matters pertaining to the fish- 


Resolved, That whereas the Canadian Government have fitted out armed ves- 
sels to pursue ours, therefore we ask our Government to send armed cruisers 
into Canadian waters to protect American vessels. 


Resolved, That we and against the appointment of any com- 
mission to Gaunt with Greet Briteln in regerd to the fiahecies. ; 


Resolved, That we call upon Congress to take such action as will protect us in 
rights as American from seizure of our property while in the act of 


i 


our 

trade with the colonial government, and demand immediate release of the ves- 
sels now under seizure. 
That w 


our Government has issued granting our ves- 
and trade in foreign ports; and whereas vessels holding 
seized, we ask vernment to protect all American 
against illegal seizure. 
ment refuse to send immediately armed vessels to pro- 





tect our fishermen in their rights, we deem it expedient to arm and equi 
American fishing Vessels for their own protection. 
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equestrian statue of ex-President Zachary Taylor 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Library, and 
ordered to be printed. 


o’clock p. m.), and was called to order by Mr. TowLes, Cl 


p our 


Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent to our Rx presentative, Hon. 
REED, and Senator WILLIAM P, FRYE, 


EQUESTRIAN STATUE OF PRESIDENT 
Mr. KING introduced a bill (H. R. 


TAYLOR. 
9012) for the erection of an 
- which was read a 


TITLES TO REAL ESTATE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. KING also introduced a bill (H. R. 9013) to quiet title to real 
estate in the District of Columbia; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The hour of 5 o’clock having arrived, the House took a recess until 


7.30 p. m. 


EVENING SESSION 


The recess having expired, the House reassembled at half past 7 


niet! ( ss 
The following was read 
SPEAKER'S Room, Hovse or REPRESENTATIVE M 
Sin: Hon. Joun T. HEARD is designated to preside at the ses ‘ 


this evening. 


Hon. Joun B. CLark, Jr 
Clerk, House of Representat 
IMITATION 


DAIRY PRODUCTS, 


Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 


of the Whole House on the state of the Union under the special order 
to consider the House bill 8328. 


The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union (Mr. SPRINGER in the chair), and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also impo: 
ing a tax upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, a1 
exportation of oleomargarine. 


Mr. FARQUHAR. 


Mr. Chairman, a few weeks ago this House after a 


thorough debate passed a bill for thearbitration of disputes and troubles 


between employers and employés. The bill then passed was intended 


to be a peace-maker in troubles of that sort; and it was expected, as 


one of its merits, that it would at least give employés an equal oppor- 
tunity with the employer, it being recognized by public opinion that 
the hired class were not in all respects equal, without the aid of the 
law, in the maintenance of their rights. This Congress thought it best 
to throw round that settlement by arbitration both sentiment and 
power; and all of us felt well satisfied that, however imperfect the 
measure was, the aims of Congress in that respect were carried out. 

Now to-day we have brought to our view another troublesome ques- 
tion, in connection with which we find a great class in this country, 
backed up by very strongly-manufactured sentiment, endeavoring, so 
far as it can, to invoke Congress to so legislate that another great and 
competing industry in this country shall be subject to a ‘‘lock-out.”’ 
This, to my view, after reading this bill, is its ultimate result, or at 
least the object sought. The intention is substantially to legislate out 
of existence a commercial commodity, a food product, together with an 
industry that employs thousands of people and is certainly to be re- 
garded as a legitimate branch of business. The aid of Congress is in- 
voked to tax out of existence this industry, in order that the other 
industry may gain the entire benefit and become ultimately a monopoly 
created by law. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not a lawyer nor the son of a lawyer, but am 
simply a manufacturer and business man. I am free to say that on 
constitutional and great legal questions I accept my opinions from those 
who have made the law their study. I was aware that bills of this 
character, having the same aim as that now under consideration, had 
been submitted to the Judiciary Committee; and I find in a report of 
that committee an opinion which I understand is the accepted opinion 
of at least a majority of the committee; and to my mind this opinion, 
divested of legal verbiage and the traditions and decisions of the law, 
meets very broadly the wholecasesubmitted tous. Allow me to read it: 


It remains to inquire whether oleomargarine or any other product may be 
—— to an internal-revenue tax. 

If the power to lay taxes (Const. U.S., Art. I, secs. 8 and 9) involves the powe 
in Congress to select any article for excise or other tax, as seems to be now s 
tled by the practice of thé Government (and no doubt properly so settled), the 
the right to tax oleomargarine is undoubted. 

But your committee are constrained to add that thisis a revenue power. The 
right “to lay” is conjoined with that “to collect taxes,” and the right to lay 
and collect is conjoined with the purpose ‘‘to pay the debts and provide for the 
common defense and general welfare.’ The power is conferred in order tothe 
duty imposed on Congress. It is a trust power, and becomes a right only when 
used for the purpose in view. The tax is the means to the end, and is only le- 
gitimate and rightful when needful for the end. 

To use the tax when needless for revenue, merely tostrike down a product or 
an industry, is to abuse a constitutional trust; and while the power may he con- 
ferred, the right to use it in such case can not be asserted. A!l powerunder our 
system is trust power; to use it for the trust makes it a rightful power; to use it 
diverso intuitu is wrongful perversion and abuse of power, and is contrary to 
the Constitution. In other words, as Congress can not forbld the production of 
an article in a State by direct legislation, it can not use a power conferred for 


af 
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another purpose to destroy and prevent such production. To do by indirect 
means what i could not do by direct legislation would be an unworthy evasion 
of constitutional limitations, which can not be sanctioned by an enlightened 
construction of the Constitution. 

It is true that in such case the judicial power may not be able to declare 
such taxation void, because the judge dare not look into the intents of the leg- 
islator’s breast, but the legislator who so abuses his trust and wrongfully mis- 
uses power can not avoid responsibility to his own conscience, bound as it is to 
support the Constitution; for by personal introspection he will find his motive 
not to be a tax for revenue to the Government, but a tax as a means of destruc- 


tion to the product subjected to it; that is, tax used as an instrument of destruc- 
tion and not as a means of revenue. 


Your committee therefore think that Congress may lay the tax, if it be needed 
for revenue, but does it against right if only to restrain and destroy the use and 


sale of the article in question. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what is ‘‘ the article in question?’’ I wish to 
claim, and claim very broadly, that oleomargarine as manufactured by 
the great producers of America is a wholesome, nutritious food. I 
care not by what schemes middle-men may bring it into market, I 
make the broad assertion that it is equal to any medium grade of 
butter; and I make the still broader assertion that during the whole of 
this debate not one single friend of the bill has brought forward from 
competent testimony of any kind whatever, with the possible exception 
of a Dr. Tefft, one word tending to establish its unwholesomeness. I 
understand by hints thrown out by a few speakers that this committee 
had testimony of some kind from those who appeared before it, in 
which it was intimated that the product of other animals than cows 
and oxen had been used in the manufacture of this product. But I 
consider these intimations as upon a par with other statements made 
here without foundation, and evidently for the purpose of padding out 
a weak argument. I state broadly that not one word has been uttered 
by an advocate of this bill as to the positive unwholesomeness of oleo- 
margarine as a food product. 

Possibly I should not have said one word in this discussion but for 
one paragraph in the report of the Committee on Agriculiure, a para- 
graph which may well be designated as the ‘‘ death’s head and cross- 
bones ’’ paragraph, in which by some dexterity, some sophistical way 
of reaching conclusions without data, we are furnished with some- 
thing like the chemical schedule of a tariff bill or acompendium of the 
United States dispensatory, in which we are treated to acids and alka- 
lies and various other matters, reminding one very much of the scene 
from Macbeth read to-day by my good friend from Iowa [Mr. HEN* 
DERSON ]. 

I find in this paragraph— 

Nitric acid, sugar of lead, sulphate of lime, benzoic acid, glycerine, capsic acid, 
commercial sulphuric acid, tallow, butyrie ether, castor oil, caul, gastric juice, 
curcumine, chlorate of potash, peroxide of magnesia, nitrate of soda, dry-blood 
albumen, saltpeter, borax, orris root, bicarbonate of soda, caparic acid, sulphite of 
soda, pepsin, lard, caustic potash, chalk, oil of sesame pe benne), turnip-seed oil, 
oil of sweet almonds, mustard-seed oil, bicarbonate of potash, boracic acid, sali- 
eylic acid, cotton-seed oil, alum, sal-soda, farinaceous flour, carbolic acid, slip- 
pery-elm bark, olive oil, bromo chloralum, oil of peanuts, sugar, caustic soda. 

My impression after reading is that in all likelihood the writer of it 
consulted a few of the patents in the Patent Office, in which, I grant 
you, he may find more acids and sodas than he quotes here in the proc- 
ess of making oleomargarine. 

It so happens, Mr. Chairman, that a part of my life has been spent 
in business in which these acids have become somewhat familiar to me. 
Properly used in the treatment of fatty matter, in the manufacture of 
oleos, nearly all of these acids I have quoted from the report are used, 
and are as necessary for the purposes of that manufacture as fire is in 
an oven to the making of bread. The very way you reach a pure food 
is reached very often in the treatment he suggests here by these acids. 
The only way you are able to detect fraud in foodis by these very acids. 

Now take one of those placed blindly here without any intention to 
deceive, but no doubt to make the list as long as possible—take butyric 
acid. Butyra in butter itself is the sweet, pure taste that adds the ex- 
quisite flavor which is needed in it, and butyric acid is simply the 
rancidity of bad butter. Thatisall. That is its official name. Bu- 
tyric acid—rancidity of butter. 

It is not pretended surely by this committee that any manufacturer 
of oleomargarine intends to inject butyric acid into it when that is the 
very quality he wishes to get rid of. That which he wishes to elimi- 
nate certainly is not the one which he will put into it. That is the 
reason, I say, the paragraph is unfair, and that it gives a character to 
that report which makes it false. Without the treatment through 
which all of these oleos pass I defy any man or manufacturer of this 
country producing these commodities to make a pure and wholesome 
food. ore than that, you can not find any chemical expert in this 
country who will declare that after oleomargarine comes to be put upon 
the market it retains the traceof any oneof theseacids. They have been 
used as ‘‘ washers’’ topurifyit. Itonly astonishesme where thestomach 
trouble comes in or Bright’s disease or other kidney trouble. The very 
reason these acids are used in the manufacture is to make it pure when 
the article comes to be put upon the market and sold as . There 
are unhealthful elements even in butter itself which ought to be elimi- 
nated, 

Mr.GALLINGER. Does the gentleman state rea] butter would be 
better by the treatment he has referred to? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I said buttercould be treated also so as to make 
it better. Because when rancidity comes into butter there is no way 


of remedying it, except through the treatment which I have indicateg 
as that rancidity is the first state of putrefaction. 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is true as to butyric acid; but is it 
also of nitric acid and of sulphuric acid? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. There are four or five of these acids which pos- 
sess nearly the same properties and which are used in the treatment o; 
the mess. Theseacids are used in cleaning or in separating these jatt, 
substances from the tissue. : 

The most rapid one in the whole list which can reach the resw|t j, 
probably caustic soda, and that is the last one noticed in the list which 
I have read from the report. The knowledge of how much is to be put 
into the mess belongs only to the man who superintends its manufact- 
ure. But where you wish a pure matter you reach it only by the use 
of these acids. 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is truce; it requires an expert in order to 
get the acid out of the product, does it not ? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Thatistrue. But I wish tosay one thing more. 
My own idea of the matter is when Mége’s patent came into this coun- 
try I think itvery likely he went more into the chemistry of the manu- 
facture of this product than was necessary. I know in the manufactory 
of lubricants in which I own an interest we have, possibly, in hand- 


ru 


ling some of our own patents, been hampered bythem. I know now, 
or should judge it to be so from the explanation that has been fur- 
nished by manufacturers and others who have sent letters and circulars 


around here, that they have a much more rapid way of treating these 
fats now than by the old Mége process. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If the gentleman will permit another question 
I shall not interrupt him again, as I have no desire to break the con- 
tinuity of his argument. My question would be based on the fact that 
while we require no acids in making the ordinary butter, and the fact 
that the acids and chlorine and other materials are needed in prepar- 
ing oleomargarine, does it not prove that the materials from which the 
oleomargarine is made are impure and unfitted for food, but must re- 
quire some chemical process to purify and make it suitable for food? 
In other words, are not the acids used as a purifier? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Certainly, I agree with the gentleman that it 
must be so. I am not a manufacturer of oleomargarine myself, and | 
can not say what the facts are in reference to the matter, only to this 
extent, that when you want to reach a rapid process that you have to 
use what I would say is a rapid acid to accomplish it. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I would like toask another question if not in- 
terfering with the gentleman’s argument. Is it not true that you can 
take any kind of fat, however rancid or impure or unhealthful it may 
be, and treat it with chemical substances and produce by such treatment 
in a short time an article that is not only not unpleasant to the taste or 
smell, but one that becomes a fair article for food? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I will answer that very plainly. My own ex- 
perience in treating these fats reaches the fact that I never could use 
any tainted fat whatever when I brought heat in contact with it. 

You may place ina rendering kettle, in any process to which you sub- 
ject the the substande you are going to use, a hundred pounds of fat, 
tallow, or lard in good condition, and add to it, it may be but 1 or 2 
pounds of tainted fat, and when you reach a temperature of from sev- 
enty-five to eighty degrees your whole mass goes. 

The small amount of tainted fat affects all the rest of the bulk. It 
spoils it all. That I know by my own personal experience; and I wish 
to say in answer to the question called out by the gentleman just one 
thing that ought to be brought out here. It is this: I am no advocate 
of this manufacture at all. I am looking to a fair business-like ques- 
tion of producing palatable food, and when you produce palatable, nu- 
tritious, wholesome food, as some of the oleomargarines are that I have 
eaten myself, I say it is for the benefit of the manufacturer to use 
the very best tallow that is possible to be obtained. And why? 
Because you will reach the very best results in oleo oil when it is ex- 
pressed from the best fat, and I can not see, considering the competition 
there is in the making of oleo, how it can be to the benefit of any man- 
ufacturer of this article to use anything but the best tallow. 

Mr. GALLINGER. In which shape the poison would not be re- 

uired. 
: Mr. FARQUHAR. I wish to say thatwhen you endeavor to sweeten 
tainted fats, or make them what is called deodorized, you can not re- 
tain the original life and properties of the fat, but you will destroy 1', 
or transform it from original conditions, exactly as good, cleanly peop!e 
d otheroffensive thingsattimes. In other words, you doit by using 
es of lime, and chlorides of lime are destructive. So I can not 
see, under any process known to me as discovered, how they can make 
tainted fats sweet; that is, by any process involving the use of heat. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The gentleman claims that he has eaten gow! 
oleomargarine. Now, let me ask, do you know the good from the had’ 
Is there any mode of determining, except by the microscope, what 's 
good or what is bad? Do you know that you have eaten good oleo- 

? 


Mr. FARQUHAR. Well, I will say that I have eaten of that called 
the best for the New York market. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. STRUBLE. They call all of it the best. 
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Mr. FARQUHAR. And it was eaten, I think, without any coloring 
matter, Which at the time of using was expressed from the carrot, I 

ink. 
ir GALLINGER. In this country the microscopists tell us that 
there is no means of determining the good from the bad, or determin- 
ing the article at all except by the microscope. That is what the sci- 
entists say. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I question very much in my own mind whether 
even the microscopists can tell. 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is the information they give us. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. In the reports of the State boards of health, es- 
pecially the Massachusetts State board of health, of which my friend 
Mr. DAVIS is a member, that question has been considered, I believe, 
and I do not think from their reports that the microscope furnishes as 
intelligent an analysis of it asheat does. That is the impression that 
generally prevailed, I think, when the cases were brought up in the 
State of New York, where they had for years this discussion in respect 
to oleomargarine. The best chemists were broughtin from every State, 
and it is singular that out of all that were called as experts in these in- 
vestigations I do not now recollect of one who ever gave an official or 
scientific opinion, after an inspection of all the miscellaneous samples 
that had been provided, that any of it was an unwholesome food; not 
one. 

Mr. WHEELER. Will the gentleman allow a question? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Certainly. 

Mr. WHEELER. I want to ask the gentleman if it is not true that 
where the oleomargarine is made from cotton-seed oil it is a perfectly 
clean and healthful food, and not at all deleterious? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I will answer the gentleman by telling him that 
oleomargarine is not made with cotton-seed oil at all; and then in the 
next place that cotton-seed oil as now manufactured forms one of the 
finest table salad oils that we have, healthy in every way. And when 
an oil as I understand is used in oleomargarine it is simply to reach a 
quality in temperature. It is placed in the winter production I under- 
stand of oleomargarine. 

Mr. WHEELER. I have learned or have been told that cotton-seed 
oil is used extensively in making this article. I ask the gentleman if 
that is not so? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I will answer the gentleman. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. It is used largely in East Saint Louis, 
I am told, in this manufacture. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Ifthe gentleman will permit meI will take the 
authority of the greatest manufacturer of thisarticle, Mr. Armour. He 
says: 


The component parts of oleomargarine and butterine are oleo oil, neutral 
lard, fresh cream, and milk—some makers use buttermilk—choice creamery 
butter, fine dairy salt,and clear, cold water. The coloring matter used is pre- 
cisely the same as that universaliy used by all dairymen and butter-makers. 


Mr.WHEELER. The gentleman will admit that cotton-seed oil and 
the cake can be used to make this material ? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. The cake! Not much of that. 
cessity for that at all. 

Mr. ROWELL. I would like to be permitted to say that Mr. Ar- 
mour in a personal letter says they use cotton-seed oil. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Let me read his further statement: 

At certain seasons of the year a very small quantity of fine salid o/l, which is 
produced from selected cotton-seed, is occasionally but not generally used to 
soften the texture of the product. 

Mr. WHEELER. Because it is very expensive would the gentle- 
man not think it a good amendment to exempt all butterine from tax- 
ation that is made of cotton-seed oil and cotton-seed cake on account of 
its purity? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I suppese the gentleman who asks the question 
is as well acquainted as I am with the manufacture of cotton-seed oil 
and cotton-seed cake. But we are talking about oleomargarine, and 
not about cotton-seed. If there is any particularly valuable filling 
property in oleomargarine, it comes from a very fine neutral in leaf lard. 

0 one could intend, as a manufacturer, to bring in cotton-seed cake 
or any other dry-as-dust commodity in that line. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I would like to ask the gentleman if he feels cer- 
tain considering the effect which cotton-seed oil is said to produce if it 
is to be = in oleomargarine and universally used—if he feels certain 
we not have to import the next generation? 

Mr. PETTIBONE. That is correct. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. As I understand from this circular, it is not the 
cotton-seed oil and the salad oil that is used, but that is a very small 
question. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. It involves the destiny of humanity. [Laugh- 


There is no ne- 


: eee. Will the gentleman allow me to ask a question for 


Mr. FARQUHAR. Certainly. 
- HA’ Iam asking the question in good faith for informa- 


Mr. FARQUHAR. I know the gentleman would ask it in no other 
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Mr. HATCH. For the first time in the investigation of this subject 
I have been made acquainted with the medical and medicinal qualities 
of sesame or sesame oil, and if the gentleman will give me any infor- 
mation within his own knowledge of the medical properties of that 
oil I will be obliged to him. I will state to the gentleman that I find 
in the investigation before the senate committee of New York, in which 
one of the largest manufacturers of oleomargarine in the State of New 
York, Mr. Mendel, a member of the firm of N. I. Nathan & Co., stated 
that 5 or 10 per cent., perhaps more—I am not stating the proportion 
exactly—of that material was used by all the manutacturers of oleo- 
margarine as far as his knowledge extended. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. While his knowledge may go beyond the Ar- 
mours and Dold and the heavy manufacturers in this country, I was not 
aware that sesame oil was used at all in the manufacture in that pro- 
portion or less. I know it is quoted in that line. But let me answer 
the question by giving the gentleman a positive, scientific answer, so 
that we may save a good deal of catechising that is not of much use. 
Dr. Henry A. Mott, of New York, one of our most eminent chemists, 
makes the following scientific analysis, showing that the constituents 
of both products under discussion are nearly the same, with the ad- 
vantage in favor of artificial butter in those ingredients which tend to 
resist decay: 



















Genatiteents Natural | Artificial 

= — butter. butter. 

0 -lidibhadatialiaitaiea seiligiieae 11. 968 11. 203 
SOL 006- 4 scncnthebotiieiiedsehnhsaneoeasenamnenn iinaniienion 838, 032 88. 797 
SR ordain dct nkapasctecwadgsinenéecdinbunbnenetuiewedunsabtedsod 100. 000 100. 000 
Insoluble fats 81, 183 
Soluble fats 1. 823 
Casein. . 621 
Salt..... 5.161 
I inn atin nse enact cnnindstinnadouniananespehseauremenceuaniuiian trace, 
ET taletridthdastihds cbiitrenenintnistuciphe inintatintbnednettdipbenieeinetsereese ae 88. 797 





Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. 
butter was obtained from? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I think this is part of the expert testimony that 
Dr. Mott gave and which was used in the contested case in New York 
which was carried to the court of appeals. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. In Johnson’s Encyclopedia, which 
gives the latest information, the percentage of water is stated as over 
80 per cent., while what the gentleman from New York read gave it as 
11 per cent. . 

Mr. CUTCHEON. That is impossible. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. It is utterly impossible; but still 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Well, the point I want togmake with 
the gentleman is this, that in order to make Dr. Mott’s testimony of 
more value we would like to know the sources from which the samples 
were obtained, both of the butter and of the oleomargarine, because it 
would be very easy for the manufacturer to prepare the samples for the 
test. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. 
question? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Very willingly. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Does the gentleman state that the oleomargarine 
that was tested by the professor whom he quotes was like all other 
oleomargarine, and does he also think that the butter was the butter 
of the country, or does he admit that butter has a fixed quality, and 
that this sample was a particular kind of oleomargarine? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. If the gentleman will take a commercial answer 
to his question, which is a little wider than my ewn personal knowl- 
edge, I will tell him, and just exactly, how they grade oleomargarine, 
how the commercial men all over the country who buy it grade it, and 
I will tell him what the grades consist of. That ought to be satisfac- 
tory. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Yes, that is what we want. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I will give him the rules of the New York Mer- 
cantile Exchange on this subject, which are just as Draconian as their 
rules for butter or cheese. They have four grades, extras, extra firsts, 
firsts, and seconds. The extras, they say— 


Does that state where the sample of 





Will the gentleman from New York allow mea 


Mast draw clear on the trier, be of perfect texture for the time of year, be 
high in flavor, taste, and smell, be of good, natural color, be evenly and per- 
fectly salted, and be put up in new and uniform style of package. 


That same exchange makes also its classifications for the whole East- 
ern market of the oleo oils, of which they have three grades—choice, 
prime, and No. 1. The oleomargarine sold in New York city and the 
oleo oil sold there are tested and inspected as legitimately as any West- 
ern product of butter or cheese, and they are branded perfectly. No 
man buys them with his eyes shut. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Are they branded when put on the retail mar- 
ket? 


Mr. FARQUHAR. On the wholesale market. 
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Mr. PETTIBONE. Thatis the point; wholesale, but not retail. I 
want the House to take notice of that. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FARQUHAR. And I desire the gentleman to take notice of 
another thing, that when he frames a bill to make police regulations 
by the United States Congress that can keep a compound like oleo- 
margarine off the table where he eats, he will be smarter than the men 
who generally make the laws. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. I do not eat the thing at all. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. If this Congress passes a law such as this is in- 
tended to be, providing for a police inspection of this product at every 
stage from the place where it is manufactured until it appears on the 
dining-table, it will take an army of internal-revenue officers to carry 
the law into effect. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Do I understand the gentleman to mean that we 
should not tax oleomargarine because the men who make it and the men 
who deal in it are so dishonest and so sharp that they will evade the 
law ? ° 

Mr. FARQUHAR. In answering the gentleman’s question I wish 
to eliminate one word from it, that is the word ‘‘dishonest.’’ I claim 
that Mr. Armour and Mr. Dold and the other manufacturers are just 
as honest as any man holding a seat on this floor, and that the goods 
they put into the market are fairly branded and properly inspected and 
graded, and you can ask nothing more. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Butif they pursue the course which the gentle- 
man gives this House to understand they will pursue, it does not make 
any difference whether their names be Armour or something else, the 
cause is a dishonest one. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I wish to remind the gentleman that I have not 
said what course they will pursue. I have notsaid that the manufact- 
urers will pursue any.course. Isay this, that when the article is prop- 
erly branded, and goes out of the manufactory, it goes to a great public 
exchange to be sold; there it passes into the hands of middle-men, the 
retailers spoken of here, and, let it be branded in any way you please, 
when it passes into the hands of the men that sell it over the counter, 
who knows what they are going to do with it, or how they are going 
to sell it, or who knows what he is going to eat when it comes upon 
the table? 

Mr. PETTIBONE. It isall right, then, if the consumer is swindled ? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I say that you can put checks on oleomargarine 
clear down to the time when the consumer buys it, but when it gets 
beyond that point no one knows what is to follow. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Will the gentleman permit me a 
question ? . 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Certainly. . 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. If Mr. Armour puts into the market 
a bogus or imitation butter which he sells, the purchaser knowing that 
it is bogus butter, but Mr. Armour knowing that he will ge tothe con- 
sumer and sell it to him without informing him that it is bogus, do you 
say that that isan honest business on the part of Armour? Let me 
illustrate my question. The “‘banker’’ of counterfeit money (as we 
learn in prosecuting counterfeit cases) sells the conterfeit bills to the 
**shover’’ at 5, 10, or 15 per cent, and when he sells them to the 
““shover’’ at that small percentage the ‘‘shover’’ knows that he is 
buying counterfeit money and the ‘‘ banker’’ (who in my illustration 
takes the place of Armour) does not deceive the “‘shover’’ who buys 
of him at that rate; but the ‘‘banker’’ knows that the ‘‘ shover ”’ is 
going into the country to pass that counterfeit money at its face value, 
100 per cent., upon innocent and unsuspecting men, is that banker, is 
that ‘‘ Armour’’ an honest man in the judgment of the honest man 
that stands before me ? 

Mr, FARQUHAR. Well, Mr. Chairman, I did not understand that 
we should go into ethics or casuistry or metaphysics on this question. 
{Laughter.| I supposed that this was a kind of business proposition 
with probably a little chemistry thrown in; but when the gentleman 
comcs to take the part of prosecuting attorney, Ido not know whether 
he places me in the position of judge or jury. I know one thing: I 
certainly am not here to defend Mr. Armour; but if a hypothetical 
case of that kind is to be brought before me I want to say this much 
about it: I said in the opening of my remarks that oleomargarine as 
it comes from the manufacturer is not fraudulent, and I stay by that 
assertion. I alsosaid (and I want the gentleman to take a part of that 
answer with him) that when some gentlemen on this floor can prove 
substantially the unwholesomeness of Mr. Phil. Armour’s product 
called butterine or oleomargarine the gentleman’s question will come 
in place, and I will answer it. Idonotseek either to beg the question 
or to make anew problem forhim. Istarted with the proposition that 
so far as I know this is a whplesome food product. I stay by that 
position; and if my assertion is not satisfactory, I will call in a little 
evidence on that question. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I would like to put another question, 
if it does not annoy the gentleman. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. It does not annoy me in the least; but please do 
not make your questions so long. [Laughter. 

Mr. STRUBLE. And do not make them so hard, [Laughter. ] 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I will accept that qualification, too. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Since the gentleman defends Mr. Ar- 
mour’s honesty (and I am willing the ontleman should defend his own 


position, I am not making the attack), I merely wish to say this: Sup. 
for the sake of argument, that thearticle which Mr. Armour many. 
ctures is perfectly wholesome, being made of lard or tallow or wha; 
you please, but that he manufactures it to be sold by other parties q. 
dairy butter, the product of the cow; is that, in the opinion of the gey. 
tleman who hails from the land of honest men—— 

Mr. FARQUHAR. And bonnie lassies. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. An honest business for him to pursue 
waiving any supposition that the article is poisonous, but assumin. 
that it is made of lard or other such things, and is to be sold as {},. 
product of the cow ? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I will give my friend a fairanswer. The grea; 
trouble that surrounds this question is the fact that middle-men ang 
others, independently of the manufacturer himself, paira off this article 
on the public as butter itself. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. And will always do it. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Though a wholesome product, though a cheap 
food product, though entirely legitimate in its manufacture (because jt 
is simply utilizing the fat of the animal in every way), yet there are 
men who, trading on the fact that it tastes like butter, smells like hut. 
ter, and looks like butter, sell it for butter. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. And are not those men ninety-nine in a hun- 
dred of those who deal in it? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Well, I do not intend to go into the arithmeti 
of that, because you or I would not know anything about it if we tried. 
[Laughter.] In this matter I do not pretend to be a defender of Mr. 
Armour or any other manufacturer. 1 wish tostate why I take interest 
in this matter. My position in reference to it (and I ask no one to fol- 
low me) has been taken without consultation with any one in the com- 
mittee or outside of it. Some time ago, before coming to Washington, 
I received a letter from Professor Baird in respect to carp and their pro- 
duction. I knew very little about fish-culture; but treating the ques- 
tion in the same way in which I have been disposed to treat this «ues- 
tion, I decided to go to some scientific man and find out what use carp 
would be in my district. Casting about for a suitable person to whom 
to apply I decided to go to Professor Linden, of the Buffalo Academy 
of Sciences. 

I showed him the letter I had received, and asked him whether he 
thought it worth while to introduce carp into that district at all. He 
looked at the letter and said, ‘‘ Yes, order all you can; I will go round 
myself and find ponds to put them in; and I will write an article for 
the newspapers describing their culture. It is,’’ said he, “one of the 
best things you can do for your district; and I will tell you why; it 
diversifies food, bringing into the market at almost a nominal cost 
cheap food for poor people.’’ Now, in analogy with that matter, I have 
followed out this question. I am satisfied in my own mind that this 
butterine is nutritious food. Iam satisfied that, however much you 
may legislate, some time in our lifetime this class of product will he 
produced from the fats of animals; and possibly another Congress w i!! 
intelligently conclude that it is a food equal to second or third class 
butter. I claim no more for it. 

I have nothing to say against the butter interest; I have nothing to 
say against the farmer’s industry in any way, because I was born and 
raised on a farm, and, by the bye, it was one that possibly had thi 
best herd of Ayrshires that Scotland ever produced, there being hardly 
a stall without a “‘ first prize’’ displayed in it. I am the friend of the 
American farmer as much as is the chairman of the Committee on 
Agriculture or any other man on this floor; but I am at the same time 
just as much the friend of any cheap wholesome food that is the prod- 
uct of this country, let it be fish, oleomargarine, butterine, or what- 
ever itmay be. Put this product upon the market, properly branded, 
under suitable safeguards, and let those who wish it buy it at a cheap 
price; and if dear butter must go, let it go. 

That is my fair position, without equivocation, too. 

Now let me trace another analogy, and it comes nearest my own old 
handicraft. Right in the city of Baltimore to-day is being manutact- 
ured a printing-machine which will probably come in the market in: 
side of twelve months, and that machine will do the work, with one 
man to handle it, of five of the most expert printers who can be found. 
Now, I stand just in this relationship to that invention, that no ley!:- 
lation on the of all the printers’ unions of America can stop it. 

Mr. P . Being the nearest to the gentleman speaking of an) 
one, I insist upon the right to hear him. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. While this matter stands facing all the journey- 
men printers of America, and all the type-founders, too, because |! 
bethsben aenhy the whole line of “‘ body ”’ type, yet these unions, wit! 
all their power,are helpless to stop that invention, and they do 0: 
come to Congress to ask any legislation to prohibit it out of.existence. 
They can not do it. : 

I tell you, Mr. Chairman, we have got to accept the inevitable in suc: 
eases. Place around this manufacture all the safeguards which can |»: 
put there, so that whether imitated or made artificially to hoodwink the 
purchaser, in every way put the safeguard so strong it will be impos- 
sible to cheat the person who buys last. I am glad of the law so f' 
as that will go. 

But when an intelligent Congress puts a 10-cent tax upon a food- 
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oduct, it isa kind of protection that were my party in that line I 
ould leave it. Idonot and can not believe in building up one indus- 
try, though it be the greatest in America, if it be at the expense of an- 
other legitimate one. My protection principles, when they touch the 
coast line of this land, obliterate every Siate line and make.the poor 
man’s smithy, with a capital or plant of a thousand dollars, as well 

tected and cared for as the South Chicago Rolling Mills, with mill- 
ions of capital. [Applause.] 

And I claim, sir, that this industry, this product, ought to be proved 
to be illegitimate in this House before you pass any bill to tax it out 

existence. 

Mt GALLINGER. Do I understand the gentleman to take the posi- 
tion that the case of a new type-setting machine sold for just what it 
ig is analogous to bogus butter made and sold for what itis not? Is 
that the gentleman’s argument? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. No, sir; I used it for the purpose of illustrating 
that all of the printers’ unions of the United States petitioning Con- 

for the prohibition of that machine can not stop it. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Undoubtedly that is true, but there is no anal- 

between the two cases. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Ithinkthereis. Now, I desire to know from the 
gentleman whether he regards oleomargarine made in accordance with 
these formulas and under the treatment I have stated, superintended 
by scientific experts, unwholesome as an article of food? 

“Mr. GALLINGER. I am not prepared to say it is not. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I am prepared to say there has been very un- 
wholesome oleomargarine made. 

AMemper. Yes; and there has been very unwholesome butter. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. There is butter in the market which is not good 
and wholesome, and frequently very bad butter is placed upon the table. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Everybody knows exactly what it is, and can 
avoid using it. - 

Mr. MILLIKEN. It can be detected at once. 

Mr. GALLINGER. You need not take it if you do not want it. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. There is one property in oleomargarine which 
has not been referred to, and that is its continual sweetness. It is 
shipped to Australia, and in fact it is carried all over the world in the 
holds of vessels, and yet never loses its sweetness of taste or purity of 


favor. It is used by the British army. 
Mr. GALLINGER. Is not that true of Fowler’s solution of arsenic 
also ? 


Mr. FARQUHAR. Oh, yes; and many other things of the same 
kind might be named. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish to state in conclusion that if there isa 
question of conscience and of moral courage in voting on a measure like 
this it is apt to reach this House through all its present surroundings. 

Every member has been deluged by reports, opinions of experts, and 
others, who know nothing whatever about it. Our committee has sat 
patiently for a long time listening to all these other parties, possibly 
all in one line, as I should judge, and yet it brings us here face to face 
with just two phases of this whole question. 

Laying aside the constitutional idea and taking it simply as we find 
this bill, are we, as Representatives, with the light that we have here, 
able to bring our minds to that frame in which we will strike down 
an industry that utilizes for the farmer as well as for the butcher a 
part of the product of bovines, simply because middle-men, who are 
dishonest and tricky, impose upon the general public this oleomarga- 
rine under assumed names? Or shall we take the other line, and say 
that we will take in our hands corrective measures as far as lic in our 
power to save the public from these men who are extorting big prices, 
possibly, for the goods that can be sold for less, goods without brand, 
without conditions, but playing on the ignorance of our people, selling 
them that which would under other conditions be regarded as a fraud ? 
That, I take it, is where we stand. 

As a Representative I think that I have the moral courage to stand 
upand say: Frame and make all of the safeguards to save the public 
from harm, but do not unwisely begin by American legislation to wipe 


out of existence any legitimate industry, however simple, however 
© BUPEERW 
Mr. B WORTH. May Iask the gentleman a question before 
he takes his seat ? 
Mr. FARQUHAR. Certainly. 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I understand that you are quite willing to 


levy such a tax upon oleomargarine as will give the General Govern- 
ment jurisdiction and control of its manufacture and sale? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Most certainly I am. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Whether that tax be 1 or 2 cents a pound, 
or whatever it may be? 


Mr. FARQUHAR. And Ihopeevery member of Congress feels as I do. 


Mr. BRADY. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a question ? 
Mr. FARQUHAR. Most certainly. 

Mr. Y. Ihave been exceedingly interested in this discussion 
and in the very able argument of the gentleman trom New 
York, but I had hoped to hear an ion of opinion upon one point 
"pon which I have not been able to obtain the information. I would 





like to know what expense will the execution of this law entail upon 
the Government. What officers are necessary to be created in order that 
this law may be executed? I undertake to say from my own experience 
and observation in the internal-revenue service, and after having been 
a collector for along number of years, that it isimpossible with the 
present force of revenue officers to execute this law, aad it will be nec- 
essary in my judgment, therefore, to have a very large new force cre- 
ated in order to execute it properly. 

It is proper that I should say in this connection that I favor the bill 
under consideration; but it is important that we should ascertain, and 
ascertain distinctly, what number of officers will be needed and what 
expense it will.entail upon the Government for its proper enforcement 
before we do pass it. 

Mr. GROUT. Does not the gentleman think that the tax of 10 cents 
is high enough to pay that? [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. BRADY. Ihave no doubt that the tax is high enough; but 
how are you going to collect it without the officers? That is the ques- 
tio; and I was in hopes that that question wou) 1 have been consid- 
ered by some gentleman in this debate. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I will state to the gentleman from Virginia that 
that is a proposition which has occurred to me within the last two or 
three days, and I must confess that I feel very much in the dark as to 
the answer. There will certainly be an inspector required both by 
day and night and a chemist in every factory wherever onc is estab- 
lished throughout the country. 

Mr. BRADY. Andin addition will not a number of deputy collect- 
ors be required to go around and make these investigations and col- 
lect the taxes? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I should think so, certainly. 

Mr. BRADY. Because it must be apparent that there will be more 
persons engaged in the sale of butter than are now engaged in the sale 
or manufacture of tobacco. Notwithstanding the vigilance of the force 
of inspectors and collectors at the present time there is no doubt that 
many frauds are constantly being perpetrated in the manufacture of 


cigars, &c. 


Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. 
Mr. BRADY. 


But they will have to buy their stamps 
Yes; butthat is notall; there must be inspection, just 


as in distilleries and tobacco-manufacturing establishments. 


The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from New York has 


expired. 


Mr. PRICE was recognized. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. If I can be recognized I wil! yield ten 
minutes more to the gentleman from Virginia, if he desires it. 

Mr. PRICE. You can not be recognized at thistime. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I hope the gentleman will pardon me; 
I thought I was addressing the chairman of the committee, but I find 
I am mistaken. 

Mr. PRICE. You certainly are mistaken if you suppose you can 
get the floor now. [Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Wisconsin is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Before the gentleman from Wisconsin pro- 
ceeds I wish to make a single remark. It has been suggested that it 
would take a large force to enforce the law collecting a tax from oleo- 
margarine, larger than to regulate the sale of whisky and tobacco. I 
want to call attention to this fact. Every consumer is interested in 
the enforcement of the lav as against oleomargarine, while they are all 
in exactly the opposite position in reference to the enforcement of the 
law as to whisky and tobacco. 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, the purpose of this bill is ts produce 
revenue, topreserve the dairy interests of the country from annihilation, 
to take care of the public health, and discourage dishonest practices 
among the people. If I could have the kind of legislation that I want 
it would not be a source of revenue, as I would make the tax so high 
that the operation of the law would utterly destroy the manufacture of 
all counterfeit butter and cheese as I would destroy the manufacture 
of counterfeit coin or currency. 

But we have no constitutional authority to do this, and therefore 
the primary object of this bill must be to raise revenue, and the three 
other purposes can only be attained so far as they are collateral to the 
first. 

The cost of producing a pound of these villainous imitations is about 
8 cents; the tax, as provided by this bill, is 10 cents per pound; the 
license of a wholesale dealer is $40 per month; and the license of a 
retail dealer $4 per month. 

If a wholesale dealer should sell 4,000 pounds per month the license 
would cost him 1 cent per pound. If hesold 1,000 pounds the license 
would cost 4 cents per pound. 

If he sold 10 tons per month, it would cost him about one-fourth of 
one cent per pound. The retailer who sold 400 pounds per month 
would have to pay 1 cent per pound; if he sold 800 pounds, it would 
vost him one-half of 1 cent per pound; if he sold 1,600 pounds per 
month, it would cost him one-fourth of 1 cent per pound. 

Thus, 8 cents cost of making, 10 cents tax, 1 cent license to whole- 
sale dealer, and 1 cent license to retail dealer, and the whole cost would 
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be 20 cents per pound, 12 cents of which would go to the Government; 
and this, on 150,000,000 pounds, which is the estimated amount an- 
nually made, would produce a revenue of $18,000,000 annually. 

Of course these figures can not be relied on as mathematically correct, 
but they may be regarded as near to a correct approximation to the 
actual conditions as it is possible to make on asubject of this character. 

But independent of the revenue thus to be derived directly by the 
passage of this bill, a powerful argument in its favor is found in the 
fact that three-fourths of the people are interested in farming; they pay 
75 per cent. of the taxes, and owe one-half of what they are assessed on. 

As a class, they are poor and need protection from bogus-makers and 
bunko-men. They are being driven from their farms, and lands are 
rapidly falling into fewer hands. 

The unequal distribution of wealth in other countries has destroyed 
all possibility of an equality of political rights, and is fast approaching 
that condition in America. The founders or fathers of our system 
builded as wisely as they could have done with the light they had; 
but it was a terrible omission that there was not set a bound to the 
acquirement of unnecessary and extraordinary wealth generally, and 
particularly to the possession of land. The only reason that ever ex- 
isted for exclusive legal right over avy part of the earth grew out of 
man’s necessities. 

The forests and streams once furnished the necessary food for the hu- 
man family, and if that condition of things had remained there never 
would have been heard of one man owning a part of the earth to the 
exclusion of the balance of mankind. But the human family in- 
creased and the supply diminished, and the enltivation of the soil be- 
came a necessity to prevent suffering and starvation. 

Man then, in the aggregate, which means society, declared that he 
who would cultivate a portion of the soil should be protected in the 
exclusive possession of so much as was thus cultivated during the life- 
time of the occupant, and at his death it became the property of who- 
ever first sueceeded in gaining possession of it. This “life lease’’ of it 
was for a time sufficient inducement for the human family. 

But in time this became insufficient, and still more perfect and en- 
during titles were guaranteed, because they were necessary for the sup- 
port of the human family. No one holds or possesses exclusive rights 
of ownership over an inch of soil in the universe by any Divine right. 
The exclusive title was only vested in the individual, and society ex- 
cluded therefrom, as a necessity growing out of the circumstance that 
the cultivation of the soil was necessary that man might live. 

The recognition of this fandamental principle would lead irresisti- 
bly to the conclusion that the individual should only be permitted to 
exercise exclusive ownership over so much of the earth as he can and 
will cultivate. This principle has been lost sight of until to-day tracts 
of land large enough for an empire are held and owned by individual 
citizens, from which, of course, all others are excluded, in violation 
of good policy and sound economic principles. 

This is in conflict with and destructive of the only principle that 
justifies vesting the exclusive ownership in 

I know not how we may remedy the wrong so far as it exists without 
doing a greater wrong; but we may and should prevent the further 
adoption of this disastrous practice, and if we can not get back to the 
right place, we can at least avoid traveling further from it. 

We have more land tenants to-day than has France, and while farmers 
are making a heroic fight for an existence, there approaches one of 
their principle means of support—the dairy interest—the scalpers of the 
cities, the men who have cornered pork, cornered lard, cornered wheat, 
oats and corn, cornered butter, who are now trying to get a corner on 
legislation, and who, if they succeed here, will next try to get a corner 
on the plan of salvation. 

Every man who has sufficient intelligence to find his way to Washing- 
ton after his election, knows that the dairy interest employs from six to 
eight millions of American citizens; that this dairy interest is a neces- 
sity to all other branches of agriculture, as the keeping of stock is 
necessary to create or continue the conditions of soil necessary to the 
production of other crops. 

This fraud is young in years and yet it is so old that it has decreased 
the value of the milch cows of the country millions of dollars and de- 
creased the number by many thousands, when they were increasing 
before its introduction in three years in Iowa alone from 300,000 to 
1,250,000. 

It has also so seriously affected our export trade that soon the nations 
of the world will treat American butter as Germany hasalready treated 
the American hog. 

Already this cheat, this fraud, this counterfeit, has destroyed 20 or 
25 per cent. of the dairy interests of the United States, and 300,000 
milch cows were slaughtered last year in Chieago alone, and yet when 
we attempt to pass a bill to the people from a spurious and un- 
healthy substitute for butter; when we make an effort to protect the 
dairy interests of the country, we are gravely met with the statement 
of its doubtful constitu ty. 

Mr. Chairman, if a hostile band of Indians was on its Aw, Ba the 
capital and a aS ee ee a 
defense, and you would: appeal to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 


REAGAN] for a plan of safety, he would study the Constitution to j,.;, 
his duty, until our several scalps would be found gracefully danv|;,,, 
from their savage belts. > 

Ifa hostile fleet were to sail up the Potomac and open its battcr;.. 
upon this capital, and we were to appeal for advice to the gent|oy)., 
from Georgia [Mr. HAMMonD], he, too, would suddenly be seize: y,;;), 
an unusual reverence for the Constitution, and this temple woul) ty.) 
ble about our ears before he would adopt any defensive measy;¢s , 
doubtful constitutionality. 

The Constitution was never intended and should never be iny,,),, 
to shield a fraud. The Constitution was framed and adopted to e;)),. 
rights and secure them; to protect all legitimate industries; to j)..,), 
all attempts to cheat and defraud; to stimulate and encourage | 
commerce, honest living, and honest gains; and yet when we find th»: 
offal from the butcher shops, the decayed and decaying carcasses 
the stock-yards, and dogs killed because suspected of vs * affected 
with rabies are being worked up into the oils and fats that got k 
up the infernal compounds, or at least some of them, that are palmeq 
off on the public as food, as butter; when we are confronted wit 
fact that a few,men in our cities are amassing princely fortunes |)y t) 
system of counterfeiting, while the legitimate manufacturers of }) 111 
are being starved and strangled; when there comes upto this Con: 

a united voice from the agriculturists of the entire country fo: egal 
protection from this system of piracy we find ourselves contronted 
with opposition because the opponents doubt its constitutional 

I am not a constitutional lawyer, and I am rather glad that ce al 
if its study should lead me only where it has led so many ceaa hon rs of 
this House, to only invoke its aid by construing it to justify what | 
wanted indorsed and to prohibit only that which I wish condemned. 

It is enough for me to know that these imitations of food are destrie- 
tive of good health, that the traffic in them isdestructive of good mora! 
and that their continuance will wipeout one of the most universal! and 
most necessary industries of a class of our people who are sorely (is- 
tressed financially already, and without whose prosperity the nation 
can not be prosperous. 

It may be said, nay, is said, that some of these counterfeits are not 
unhealthy. For the sake of argument, let us concede this; but is there 
a man on this floor bold enough to assert that all of them are healthy, 
and that either of them may be taken into the human stomach with- 
out ? And if some are safe and others dangerous; if sone are 
healthy and others poisonous, will some one who is friendly to the con- 
tinued manufacture of and traffic in these several compounds te!| me, 
tell this House how the citizen can know which he can safely use, 0: 
which of them he must reject as possessing the seeds of disease and 
death? To do so with certainty he must be deeply learned as a chem- 
ist, and take with him to the table of the hotel, the restaurant, and the 
lunch-counter his microscope and other scientific appliances, wit 
which to analyze before partaking of anything set before him in the 
semblance of butter. 

But they who oppose this bill say that it is a ‘‘ cheap substitute,” 
the ‘‘poor man’s butter,’ and that if its manufacture and sale are 
stricken down legitimate butter would demand so high a price as to ! 
beyond the reach of men and families of small means. 

The testimony before the committee was that one grocer in this city 
and one grocer in New York had fairly tried the experiment of selling 
it as an imitation, and had utterly failed to sell it assuch; that no man 
in either city could be induced to buy it at all when he knew its true 
character, or rather its uncertain character; that no man could be found 
poor enough to buy this ‘‘ poor man’s butter.’’ 

It is a well-established fact that to sell it at all to the consumer the 
consumer must be deceived, must be cheated. True there may be, and 
is, a commerce kept up in it to a certain point without deception. 

The maker and wholesale and retail dealer may deal in it in its true 
character, but when it is sold by the firkin, tub, or jar to the ~ per 
of the hotel or eating-house, where is the security that they wi! 
place it before their guests as butter? The fact that they pares Ase’ : 
it is prima facie evidence that they meant to place it on their table 
and where will you find the type of man or woman who, being tt the 
guest, would touch the unclean thing knowing it to be other than !ut- 
ter? 

It might be an imitation both palatable and healthy, but the pos:- 
bility that it might be otherwise would cause it to be treated as 
stranger of unsavory reputation. 

Again, you are afraid that, this competition destroyed, the p: «°° 
pure butter would become so high as to place it beyond the reach 0! 
the mass of our people. 

I have before me a phiet sent me by the most extensive manu 
facturers of imitation butter in the country, sent to convert me to the 
support of their product, in which I find the statement : 

suinek ty ng ey wend substitutes have 
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Average for five years, 23} cents, or about 16 per cent. higher during the five 
years in which o! ne was first known. 
Follow the same line of investigation we find the prices for the last four years 
to have been as follows: 
WHOLESALE PRICES FOR BEST BUTTER IN NEW YORK. 
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Average for four years past 29}, or about 45 per cent. higher than before oleo- 
ea higher during 1862, 1863, 1881/and 1865, in which injury to dairy intercets 
been most loudly claimed. ; ee . 

Mr. WISE. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. PRICE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WISE. You.started out in this discussion by telling us this 
legislation is necessary for the protection of the farmer. Now, if it 
be true that since the introduction of oleomargarine butter the farmer 
gets a better price for his butter, will you please tell me where is the 


nee of for the protection of the farmer ? 
onto gentleman misstates me when he makes me say 
t 


object is to protect the farmer. I have told you the 
— is to secure revenue. 

Mr. WISE. I stated that you started out in this discussion by say- 

ing that this legislation is necessary for the protection of the farmer. 
. PRICE. ~oaree 

Mr. WISE. I y understood you to say so. 

Mr. PRICE. Then you did not understand what I said, and that is 
not my fault. 

Mr. WISE. The gentleman from Pennsylvania said the primary 
object was for revenue but the incidental protection was for the farmer. 
Now, is the farmer incidentally protected ? 

Mr. PRICE. If the gentleman will not halloo too loud, so as to dis- 
turb my nervoussystem, I willanswerhim. [Laughter]. I will repeat 
what I said at the outset of meen and i ask the gentleman to 
listen this time so he will not have to ask me the question again. I 


E 


The purpose of this bill is to produce reyenue— 


to preserve the dairy interests of the country from annihilation, to take care of 
the public health, and discourage dishonest practices among the people. 


Mr. WISE. How do you save the dairy interests of the count 
from annihilation ? - 


erable, soulless wretch who will take the offals of our stock-yards and 
make them into the semblance of butter to cheat the poor man whom 
the gentleman loves so dearly. 
So that out of their own mouths are they condemned, so far as the 
been made or will be made that they are furnishing a 
food than straight butter. 

argument, that it is cheaper, is there 
a to assert the probability that it would remain 
ere utterly, as it has now materially, the 

legitimate dairy interests of the country ? 
had been killed, and thus the supply of meat de- 
.the had been throttled and our 
creameries and cheese factories should stand as silent monuments of 
our folly, and these men ‘‘should be masters of the situation,’’ are 
they so so unselfish, as not to take advantage of their 
power, unchecked by competition, as to furnish to the world their 
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of mankind, and charge all they could get? And where would be the 
bounds to that possibility with their competitors driven from the field? 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I should like to ask the gentleman a ques- 
tion. 

Mr. PRICE. I have not much time left, and there is a better speaker 
than I am awaiting his opportunity to be heard. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I question if he is a better speaker than 
you are. I understand my friend to say the number of cattle has de- 
creased. 

Mr. PRICE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Does the gentleman speak of certain States? 
And does he speak of butter-making cattle or of the entire stock of 
cattle ? 

Mr. PRICE. Men who have made the subject a study tell us the 
number of milch cows throughout the States of the Union has decreased 
25 to 40 per cent. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. You mean milch cattle? 

Mr. PRICE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I understand there has been a decrease of 
dairy cattle in certain States. I would ask the gentleman whether the 
reduction is not due, in a measure, to the fact that a much larger num- 
ber of cattle have been produced farther west at a much less cost? 

Mr. PRICE. Thenumber of grazing cattle was increasing with grat- 
ifying rapidity. But since this thing struck that industry it has been 
decreasing in an alarming ratio. I have in a speech made by the hon- 
orable Commissioner of Agriculture a short time ago in Chicago this 
startling fact, that to-day within the limits of the United States there 
are fewer cattle per capita for the people of the United States than there 
were in 1870. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. May I ask the gentlemana 
question ? 

Mr. PRICE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. When did the competition of 
this article become especially noticeable in this country ? 

Mr. PRICE. Oh, you would have me to go away back to the time of 
the Franco-German war, when this article originated as a military ne- 
cessity. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. But that was not my question. 
I did not ask when the process was invented, but I asked you when the 
competition of this article was materially felt in this country. 

Mr. PRICE.- It has been chiefly within the past three or four years. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. AsI understand, the reduction in the num- 
ber of dairy cattle has gone on pari passu with the growth of this article. 

Mr. PRICE. That is the view taken by every gentleman skilledin 
the subject who appeared before the committee, and I presume it is true. 
I have not personally examined the question. 

I want to emphasize another fact which the Commissioner of Agri- 
culture states to us; that while the number of cattle in the United 
States is such that if you were to put them into a herd beginning at 
Faneuil Hall, in Boston, they would make a line twelve abreast ex- 
tending to San Francisco and back to New York, yet we have less beef 
in the United States per capita now than in 1870. So that, notwith- 
standing the increase of cattle in the West, the decrease of cattle pro- 
duction in the States east of the Mississippi and the increase of popu- 
lation has changed the relation of the meat supply to the demand in 
such a manner as to more than counterbalance the increase of cattle in 
the West. Therefore I say we can not afford to let this dairy industry 
be broken down, even if we regard it alone with reference to the future 
meat supply of the country. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Will my friend indulge me in one more 
question? I understand him to say that we are availing ourselves of 
a constitutional power to collect revenue and at the same time to do 
uway with a great evil, the perpetration of a fraud upon the dairy in- 
terests of this country? 

Mr. PRICE. To lessen it; I donot think we shall entirely do away 
with it. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Does my friend desire to have the ultimate 
object in this case—and I agree with him about the necessity of cor- 
recting this evil—does he desire to have the ultimate object the collec- 
tion of revenue, or is his object to wipe out this trade ? 

Mr. PRICE. The gentleman was not in when I began my remarks. 
I then stated that the primary object was the revenue, but that inci- 
dentally there were these other objects. If I could do as I would we 
should get no revenue, because I would interdict the whole business, 
just as I would the manufacture and the traffic in counterfeit money. 

But, as I can not do that constitutionally, I propose to take advan- 
tage of the constitutional power that I have to make this trade contrib- 
ute to the revenues of the Government and at the same time to restrict 
it and lessen the evil. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I am not raising the constitutional ques- 
tion at all. I am only seeking to get at the best way of doing away 
with this evil. 

Mr. PRICE. I do not suppose it will ever be blotted ont entirely. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. FARQUHAR] tells us that it never 


wares at the lowest possible price? Or would they not act like the rest | can be, and I presume it never will be. 
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We have been foreighteen hundred years making laws against counter- 
feiting and all the other crimes known to the calendar, and none of them 
are yetcompletely wiped out; yet that is no reason for failing to do what 
we can to stop a nefarious business—nefarious because it is deceptive in 
its character, nefarious because it is injurious to the human system, ne- 
farious because it is destructive to the revenues and to the general 
prosperity of our country. I do not presume that we shall ever get it 
wiped outentirely, but in the name of common sense what are we here 
for but for the purpose of restricting and crippling all such evils to the 
extent that we have the power to do it under the Constitution ? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Iam in favor of making it sail under its 
own flag. 

Mr. PRICE. I would be content with that if it could be done, but 
no man in this House has ingenuity enough to cipher out a plan by 
which you can do that except under the police power of this nation. 

Mr. BAYNE. If the gentleman from Wisconsin will allow me to 
suggest, I think the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BUTTERWORTH] means 
to indicate that he would prefer a lower tax than 10 cents a pound. 

Mr. PRICE. Undoubtedly. Ido not doubt that many excellent 
gentlemen entertain that opinion, but in the opinion of the commit- 
tee—their unanimous opinion with one exception—the taxes named in 
this bill are not too high, because we believe the manufacturers of this 
article can pay all the taxes enumerated in the bill and then put it on 
the market at 20 cents a pound, which is 10 cents less than good butter 
can be bought for. Gentlemen say to us, ‘‘ Compromise! compromise ! 
This is too severe.’’ There can not be anything too severe in this busi- 
iness. Why should we throw away nine millions of revenue by tak- 
ing a 5-per cent. tax instead of 10? Why should we favor this busi- 
ness? ‘Take the half-dozen boards of trade that appear as its advocates. 
Are you going to put the views and interests of those few fat, sleek, 
kid-glove millionaires against the interests of the fifty thousand people 
who petition against this thing ? 

A dispatch has been read here from the Board of Trade of Pittsburgh, 
in which they state that this article is cheap. I have exploded that 
theory, I think, pretty effectually, but if it is going to be cheap, if these 
men who deal in it can still hoodwink the people and still put an in- 
digestible and unpalatable article upon the market under the guise of 
butter or something else, selling it to the people under false pretenses, 
I would simply increase the tax up to the required point. But it is 
not cheap, if Plankinton and Armour’s pamphlet tells the trath, and if 
the testimony before our committee is to be trusted. The fact is that 
the few men who deal in the article get all the benefit of it in money, 
and the consumers have simply the disadvantage of eating an impure 
article at a high price. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Judge KELLEY ], opposes the bill 
because of the revenue it would produce, and this increased revenue 
might by some possibility lessen the reasons for protecting Pennsy!- 
vania iron. 

I have always admired the gentleman as one of the nation’s ablest 
defenders of our protective system. I have always honored him for 
his fidelity to the interests of his State; but the horizon of his vision is 
bounded by the iron and steel interest, to the utter neglect of the more 
important and equally honorable interests of agriculture. 

To keep up a protective tariff he would release liquors and tobacco 
from their just contribution to our revenues, and having proceeded this 
far, it is not strange that he should antagonize this measure. 

I have sat at his feet and taken lessons in political economy for a third 
of a century, but I must leave him here. When I say that protection 
to American industry is the only sound theory of government, I mean 
protection to all interests, and all our people—I mean not only protec- 
tion against the cheaper productions of a cheaper people than Ameri- 
eans should be, but protection from counterfeit money, counterfeit food, 
and counterfeit pretensions. Inshort, protection against anything and 
everything that approaches our people the tendency of which is to make 
our whole people less self-supporting and self- ing; and these con- 
siderations lead me irresistibly to the support of this bill, the effect of 
which would be to protect the toilers on the millions of farms of our 
land against the fat, sleek, kid-gloved gentry who mani te boards 
of trade in the interest of the pig-sty dairymen of the 

Mr. KLEINER. Will the gentleman allow me a word? 

Mr. PRICE. Certainly. 

Mr. KLEINER. It is assumed, of course, that the interdiction of 
this product manufactured from lard or whatever it may be is for the 
benefit of the farmer. Now, on the other hand, it is claimed that by 
this manufacture the value of cattle is enhanced about $3 a head. 

Mr. PRICE. Is there a man on earth who says that except the 
Chicago Board of Trade ? 

Mr. KLEINER. Now, I would like to suggest to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin—— 

Mr. PRICE. Permit me to answer your last remark. There are 
fifteen millions of milch cattle in the United States that have 
ciated in value $10 apiece since this product came into use; and 


thousand are being killed annually in Chicago. 
that nobody has bet- 


Mr. DUNHAM. Let me say to the 
ter information in regard to this q than the Chicago Board of 
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Mr. PRICE. But what dothey care about the interests of the farmer? 
I would as soon trust a Winnebago Indian with ajug of whisky as tryst 
to the Chicago Board of Trade any question relating to the interests of 
the farmer. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DUNHAM. I will say to the gentleman that they havea pretty 
good idea of all business questions. 1 

Mr. PRICE. Oh, I have no doubt of that; but it is their purposes 
and motives I object to. They would throttle all the interests of th» 
farmer that they might live in luxury. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman talks about their ‘‘purposes.”’ | 
would remind him that we had a riot in Chicago a few days ago, and 
our board of trade raised $15,000 for the benefit of the families of t}. 
policemen who were killed in the streets by the socialists. 

Mr. PRICE. They could well afford to raise thatsum to mitigate, ip 
some degree, the injuries resulting from a bloody riot superinduced }yy 
the wide distinction made between the laboring classes on the one hand 
and those who would stand upon the necks of better men than them- 
selves and grind theminto powder. If those men had conducted them- 
selves decently in the years of the past, recognizing their fellow-men 
as belonging to the great brotherhood of man, there would have been 
no riot there. There has been none in my own town, and none any- 
where where men have been treated decently. 

Mr. Chairman, I would protect the agricultural interest of the coun- 
try generally, and the dairy interest in particular, against these pirates 
on the sea of commerce who find their principal supporters among yen- 
tlemen who represent sections of the country which are more distin- 
guished for the amount of Cain and Democratic majorities that they 
raise than for their agricultural products. 

Of the seven million farmers in the United States there comes to this 
Congress no protest against this bill. 

But, on the contrary, we have been overwhelmed with petitions 
humbly but earnestly asking us to save them from the knife that is 
placed at their necks, who would poison our people, teach the rising 
generation to thrive by fraud and deception, the meat supply, 
and destroy the dairy interests of the country. And opposing these 
comes only the boards of trade of some of our cities—to which the 
cities of Saint Paul and Saint Louis form honorable exceptions—and a 
half dozen manufacturers of bogus butter. 

On which side will gentlemen array themselves? Their vote on this 
bill will show more plainly and emphatically than any professions 
made in their canvass for the right to vote on the subject. 

I have before me the list of private petitions sent to us to pass this 
or a similar bill: 

BRO Wet iE ..ssccccececccecene 
Pennsylvania. 
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104, 644 
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One hundred and sixty-two granges of Pennsylvania, containing a 
membership of twenty-four or twenty-five thousand. 

Two granges of Michigan. 

Five granges of New Jersey. 

One grange of New Hampshire. 


I take the liberty of appending to my remarks the report of the com- 
mittee on this subject: 


The Committee on A Mture, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6570) en- 
titled “ A bill to prevent the illegal sale of all imitations of dairy products, and 
for other purposes, " beg leave to submit the following report to accompany the 
su . 


embraced in this bill is one of great magnitude and grave 

jurisdiction over it by this committee was conferred by a «i- 

bility fully appreciated, but which 
an 


pose an internal-re 
id as and counterfeits of butter, as 
in the second section of the substitute bill reported by the comm!'- 
line of precedents to wire any argu- 
nn Universally conceded by thow SS Eeaoner of 
conceded those who necessity or expediency © 
oa clone ta tae necessities of the Gov- 
been invoked in more than 
for the general welfare and sustained by the highest )u- 
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advocated the of de- 

ee and sale, and te, therefore, beyond the 
It is a sufficient answer to this to say that, 

eee aes coated than is no limitation to its exercise except the 
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anteiRerct tee La may be exercised oppressively upon persons, but the re- 


the Legislature is not to the courts, but to the le by whom its 
members are elected.” (Veazie Bank vs. Fenno, 8 Wallace, 833. , 


The only remaining question is as to the propriety of this legislation at this 
time. 

The Comantiies on Agriculture have given the subject a patient and, so far as 

racticable, an ve examination, and in the course of that investigation 
mn listened to arguments by sees of the National Butter, C : 
and Egg Association; the Iowa Butter and Cheese Association; the Baltimore 
Produce Ex ; American Agricultural Association; the New York Retail 
Grocers’ Union; American Agricultural and Pt eens Hon. Nor- 
man J. Colman, mer of Agriculture, and Dr. Loring, ex-Commissioner 


of the U ited States, as well iv f th fi 
A ture, 0 n as well as representatives of the manufact- 
of Agricul: Pp 


rs leomargarine. 

The find that there are in the United States over 15,000,000 cows, producing 

mmr over 1,000,000,000 pounds of butter and 300,000,000 pounds of cheese, 

and that the product is worth $250,000,000; that about an equal amount of milk 
is consumed as milk, so that the product of the dairy interest of the United 

States is worth $500,000,000 en that cows were worth on an average $40 

head until the introduction of counterfeit butter, and are now worth but 

Bo. each, making a total loss of $150,000,000 in milch cattle alone; that during 
last year there were slaughtered in Chicago alone about 300,000 milch cows, or 
an average of about 1,000 per day; that there are from four to five millien 
American citizens engaged in the dairy business, and that they must all aban- 
don it and be driven into some other already overworked branch of industry 
unless they can be relieved from the t ruinous competition with cheap 
imitations of butter and cheese; that dairy interest isa necessity to all other 
branches of ture, as it is the chea and most reliable means of pro- 
ducing orcontinuing the conditions of soil necessary to the production of crops 
of grain and grass; that the cost of producing the usual tations of butter is 
from 7 to 8 cents a pound, and the cost to the consumer has been and is about 
equal with the price of genuine butter; that such imitations are not ry disas- 
trous to the dairy interest directly and to all branches of culture indirectly, 
but that they are detrimental to public health, being the tful cause of dyspep- 
sia and other diseases; that among the articles and ingredients used in the 
manufacture of such imitations there are the following: Nitric acid, sugar of 
lead, sulphate of lime, benzoic acid, butyric acid, glycerine, capsic acid, com- 
mercial sulphuric acid, tallow, butyric ether, castor oil, caul, gastric juice, cur- 
cumine, chlorate of potash, peroxide of magnesia, nitrate of soda, dry-blood al- 
bumen, saltpetre, borax, orris root, bicarbonate of soda,caparic acid, sulphite of 
soda, pepsin, lard, caustic potash, chalk, oil of sesame (or benne), turnip-seed oil, 
oil of sweet almonds, stomach of pigs, sheep, or calves, mustard-seed oil, bicar- 
bonate of boracic acid, salicy , cotton-seed oil, alum, cows’ udders, 
sal-soda, naceous flour, carbolic acid, slippery-elm bark, olive oil, bromo- 
chloralam, oil of peanuts, sugar, caustic soda. 

_ From the best and most reliable information obtainable your committee be- 
lieve that about 200,000,000 pounds of spurious and imitation compounds and 
mixtures are now being manufactured annually, which not only takes the place 
of so much butter, but stops the consumption of much more by the demoraliza- 
tion of the trade. 

Your committee further believe that the unrestricted traffic in counterfeit 
butter is demoralizing in its effect upon the people; that the existence of such 
base counterfeits has 7 eens im our export trade and will re- 


It further appears, from all the information before your committee, that at 
least nine-tenths of the people of the United States demand this legislation. 


In view of all these facts committee respectfully report the accompany- 
ing bill as a substitute for ome bill No. 6570,and recommend its suanenes ond 
also in of all the bills and memorials relating to this subject which have 

to the committee, and which are herewith reported back with the 
recommendation that they do lie upon the table. 


Mr. I yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman 
from Vermont . GROUT]. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout] has 
seventeen minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. in what I have to say upon the propo- 
sition contained in this bill to tax the manufacture and sale of oleo- 
margarine I shall attempt to answer two questions. First, is such tax 
lawful; second, is it ? 

The answers to these questions will ran somewhat together. But, 

Is IT LAWFUL? 

The right of taxation is one of the essential powers of government. 
Section 8, Article I of the Constitution, designates how, under our sys- 
tem, this power shall be exercised. It reads: 

shall ha to d collect taxes, duties, i d 
to pay the iiaweoute tor —. duane am ren tery the 


Under this explicit grant of authority Congress has dealt with the 
subject of taxation in ail its branches as the public necessities and gen- 
eral welfare have demanded. 


In Beteting cee of Hylon, plaintiff in error, vs. The United States 
(3 Dallas, 171), Mr. Justice Patterson quotes approvingly from Smith’s 
Wealth of Nations (volume 3, page 341), as follows: 

commodities, whether necessaries or luxuries, may be taxed in 
two ways; the consumer either pay an annual sum on account of 
his of acertain 


or constming or the goods may be taxed while 
in the of the dealer and re they are delivered to the con- 


bg 


The tax here spoken of was an excise tax the same as that proposed 
by this bill. Note the language: ‘‘ Consumable commodities, whether 
necessaries or luxuries, are taxable.’’ Hence the fact that oleomarga- 
re ae ne tek ag bo einmeed, with necenmzien 
can in no affect power of Congress to tax it. It can only bea 
Ga gNMNGtAn to the discretion of Consrems in tho axesciee of the power. 
But if Congress exercise the discretion and impose the tax it has only 

which a plain grant of the Constitution empowers it to do. 
Though the tax be unwisely imposed, it is, nevertheless, lawful. If 
it would bea mistake of fact and not 


| 
| 
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The right to tax consumable commodities should not be confounded 
with the right to prohibit the production and sale of them. But the 
distinction between the two, which is a broad one, has evidently been 
lost sight of by those who deny or doubt the power of Congress to lay 
this tax on oleomargarine. This is to be inferred from the fact that 
they cite the case of The People vs. Marx, decided in June last in the 
New York court of appeals (54 Sickles, page 377), as an authority against 
the constitutionality of this bill. This case is upon the lips of every 
defender of bogus butter. It is confidently referred to as an authority 
against any rightful legislative control of the subject. Now, the only 
applicability of the Marx case to the bill before us is that both relate 
to oleomargarine. 

The bill proposes to tax it. The Marx case says not one word about 
taxation. It contains no hint even upon thesubject. It simply holds 
@ statute in New York which prohibited the manufacture and sale of 
oleomargarine unconstitutional, in a case where it was not shown that 
it was unwholesome, and in which it was admitted that it was not sold 
for butter, but was sold for just what it was. 

The head-note of the Marx case shows just what was decided. It is 
as follows: 


A legislative enactment which absolutely prohibits an important branch of 
industry not shown to be injurious to the community and not fraudulently con- 
ducted, solely for the reason that it competes with another industry and may 


reduce the price of an article of food, is unconstitutional. 


Now every good lawyer will agree that as the Marx case was made 
up the decision was asound one. The difficulty in that case lay, in the 
first place, in the statute, which was one of absolute prohibition; and in 
the second place in the grounds upen which the prosecuting officer 
rested his case. 

It will appear also from a careful examination of the full text of this 
case that had it been shown that oleomargarine is unwholesome, or that 
it is made in imitation of butter, and as a fraud upon butter, the court 
would have held even the prohibitory statute valid. Now, ifupon these 
grounds a prohibitory statute would be valid, certainly there can be no 
objection to the bill before us, which only proposes, by a tax upon the 
article, to so identify it that this fraudulent product shall be sold for 
just what it is. 

There can be no doubt but this tax, if imposed, will be ‘‘ lawful.”’ 
The only real question is, is it ‘‘ expedient?’’ 

IS IT NECESSARY? 

In answering this question we must look just a little into the char- 
acter of oleomargarine and of the fraudulent trade in it. 

An ancient writer of high repute said: ‘God hath made man upright; 
but they have sought out many inventions.’’ Oleomargarine is one of 
them. It must have been the very one that crowded in ahead of all 
others upon Solomon’s sorrowing vision as he bewailed the departure of 
man from the ‘‘upright.’’ Inall thecrookednessof man, in both ancient 
and modern times, the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine must 
stand first among his false and deceptive works. It is in the first place 
a counterfeit. It is studiously made to resemble in all respects butter. 
And the resemblance is so close that only the microscope or a chemical 
analysis will detect the difference; and some assert that neither the 
microscope nor chemistry can tell the one from the other. 

But this last is one of the falsehoods of this false business, to which 
is always added, ‘‘If science can not tell the difference, then what is 
the difference? Why is it not as good as butter?’’ But I repeat, this 
should be branded as a falsehood. Certainly Professor Taylor’s mi- 
croscope reveals even to the unpracticed eye an unmistakable differ- 
ence, much like the difference between the green leaf of spring and 
the dead leaf of autumn. Tothis many gentlemen upon this floor can 
testify. But it is a counterfedt, a confesssd counterfeit, better calcu- 
lated to deceive than the most skillful counterfeit of the current coin 

or paper money of the United States. Like the pirate, who displaysa 
friendly flag, it sails under false colors; and like the pirate and the coun- 
terfeiter it takes from others without giving an equivalent inreturn. It 
ismanufactured for8 or9 cents per pound and sold to the consumer for 20 
or 30 cents per pound; not for what it is, but for pure butter; just as the 
counterfeit dollar is passed not for what it is, but for what it appears 
tobe. But it is said that the manufacturer sells to the dealer for just 
what itis. In mostinstances very likely. So does the maker of coun- 
terfeit money supply the one who puts it into circulation for just what 
it is; but never at a fair profit only on what it cost him to make it. 
He would want at least about one-half the whole fruit of the fraud; 
just as he who steals a horse would be willing to pass it to the receiver 
at perhaps half its value, who in turn would have a margin left for his 
share. So it is with this oleomargarine trade. Between the first cost 
and the price paid by the consumer enormous profits cluster along the 
way. If these profits were legitimate no fault could be found; but they 
are won by fraud. They are made by selling oleomargarine for butter. 
Not one pound in a million of this counterfeit stuff is bought and eaten 
by the consumer for whatit is. Like the counterfeiter’s victim, who 
“took it for a dollar,’’ one always buys butter, but in blissful igno- 
rance he too often eats oleomargarine. The only way one can be certain 


pa, pia lguamer would be not with the courts but with the peo- | is to establish a chemist’s laboratory in his kitchen and plant a micro- 


courts would have no power to make correction; a subse- 
quent Congress would. 


Ps his plate. 
oleomargarine trade is by no means a small affair. It is simply 


ny aetna 
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immense. It is estimated that at least 150,000,000 pounds of oleo- 
margarine were made in the United States during the last year—7,500 
tons. At 8 cents per pound it cost $12,000,000; sold as butter at 25 
cents per pound the people paid for it $37,500,000—a downright swindle 
upon them of at least $25,000,000, allowing $500,000 for legitimate 
profit, if indeed there can be any such thing as legitimate profit in a 
fraudulent business like this. Can it be that a free people will let a 
fraud upon themselves of this magnitude go unwhippedof justice? Can 
it be that they will sit quietly by and let this counterfeit butter busi- 
ness fatten off their gullibility at the rate of $25,000,000 annually, in 
fact in a much larger sum in the future, for the business is rapidly in- 
creasing ? 

If oleomargarine be the poor man’s blessing, as is claimed, it should 
be secured to him at the poor man’s price. But this will never be till 
compelled, as proposed by this bill, to go upon the market in no guise 
but its own and under no name but its own. Asoleomargarine it will 
pay the tax proposed by this bill, and then reach the poor man’s table 
at much less cost than it now does; if indeed it be fit to eat, of which 
a word ina moment. But it now sells for the price of butter, from 20 
to 30 cents per pound, and leaves the poor man without the blessing 
which it falsely promises him. It thus gathers in $25,000,000 ill-gotten 
gains annually, the very harvest of fraud itself, and at the same time 
strikes a staggering blow upon an honest industry i in which millions of 
the working men and women of this country now gain only a hard- 
earned livelihood. Now this is oleomargarine, an acknowledged coun- 
terfeit, but deceitfully passed for the true; intrenched behind the miil- 
ions it has filched from the people in the name of butter; false to its 
promises to the poor; the disturber of our industries; the very embodi- 
ment of falsehood and fraud. And yet this false-faced monster sits 
with us familiarly at table in the dress of an old friend, and makes his 
oily way into the very citadel of man’s affections. Then, if in the silent 
watches of the night the stomach becomes suspicious that it may be 
‘‘entertaining an angel ungwares,’’ and yearns—for information as to 
the character of this nocturnal visitor, which the friends of oleomar- 
garine tell us comes as an angel laden with blessings for the race, itis 
respectfully referred to the Patent Office reports. [ Laughter. ] 

Volume 5 is taken down and opened to page 329, and the poor be- 
nighted stomach asks if the angel was made under patent No. 148767, 
which is as follows: ‘This substitute for butter’’ ‘‘ consists of a base 
of yolk of eggs, butter, and milk, agitated in a zinc vessel that has 

n coated with a solution of niter.’’ But hearing no response, it 
takes down volume 22 and opens to page 1489, and reads in patent No. 
266777 this formula for making a ‘‘substitute for butter’’ ‘‘ consisting 
of cotton-seed oil or other vegetable oils treated with a solution of 
caustic soda in combination with farinaceous flour, which had previ- 
ously been thoroughly cooked in salt water as described; incorporat- 
ing and agitating the mass, working in the oil, milk, coloring, and 
flavoring as per process described.’’ But still there is no respons2. 
There can be no certainty of the parentage of the child in this patent; 
and lest the wondering stomach may find some worse formula for the 
manufacture of angels, it takes down volume 28 and looks hopefully 
for the pedigree of its particular guest in patent No. 301782, found on 
page 173: 

“ The process consists in first forming a soap emulsion of the fats or fatty oils 
with caustic soda; then precipitate the lyes; then applying chlorinated alka- 
line lye, or ¢ shlorinated was, to the soap emulsion, as described.” 

But this formula is found to be so full of lyes (lies) and sounds so 
much like a receipt for making soap that the bewildered stomach aban- 
dons the inquiry, déclaring in tones of astonishment that oleomargarine 
is, indeed, the mystery of mysteries—a far profounder mystery than hash 
or sausage. [ Laughter. ] 

Let not this sad tale of a child without a father divert attention from 
the fact—let it the rather fix the mind upon it—that so long as bastard 
butter is sold for the genuine no purchaser can be sure but that he is 
eating it, nor can he be sure either of what ingredients it may be com- 
posed. Itpresents the well-known condition of coy illegitimate birth, 
namely, an uncertain paternity; and as a doubtful place in the pedi- 
gree may let in bad blood, so uncertainty as to the ingredients of coun- 
terfeit butter admits the possibility that they may be unclean and un- 
wholesome. Who can look with entire composure upon this possibility? 
Who will say that the things we eat ought not like Cyesar’s wife to be 
above suspicion ? 

It will not be pretended but that a substitute for butter made accord- 
ing to the formula of M. Mége, the French inventor, is a wholesome 
food product. But this can not be said of all the American devices in 
which lard and vegetable oils and tallow take the place of margarine 
oil and in which various acids and alkalies are used, some of which, as 
every one knows, are not only unwholesome but absolutely dangerous. 
The following are a few of the many articles named in the many patents 
granted for the manufacture of substitute butter: Bisul e of lime, 
borax, salicylic acid, benzoic acid, orris root, cotton- bicarbon- 
ate of soda, glycerine, lic acid, alum, 
cows’ udders, sulphuric acid, pepsin, | tallow, 
tyric ether, caustic potash, castor oil, chalk, 
oil of sesame, oil of canlibenreuall olive oil ,turnip-seed 
ralum, chlorate of potash, oil of sweet almonds, oil of peanuts, peroxide 


of magnesia, stomach of pigs, sheep, or calf, nitrate of soda, mustard- 
seed oil, nitric acid, dry-blood albumen, sugar, butyric acid, bicarboy- 
ate of potash, and caustic soda. 

Of course it does not necessarily follow that all or any of these ar- 
ticles enter into the manufacture of the oleomargarine product of this 
country; but there is a strong probability that many of themdo. T he e 
following extract from a letter to the newspaper press of this city 
Mr. J. H. Crane, a reputable provision dealer here, contains facts worthy 
of consideration, and he stated the same in substance before the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture: 


It is notorious that what is called butterine is now generally made in «, 
factories. It is only a few days since that the undersigned had sent to him fr: 
a large soap factory at the West, a sample of soap and a sample of butter; 
The two go hand in hand together. Why is butterine made in soap factories 
The reason is evident. It is because it can be madecheaperthere. If‘ the ham 
fat man ”’ brings in more grease than is wanted for soap the surplus can bo made 


ipto butterine. Lf he brings in more than is wanted for butterine the surplus can 
be turnedintosoap. In this way thetwo play intoeach other’shands. ‘he pro- 
cess of bleaching and deodorizing is said to be about the same in each, the same 
poisonous alkalies being used ineach. If a this I stand ready to be cor- 
rected. It is a mistaken idea that some have that butterine is never made of 


anything but the purest leaf lard add best creamery butter. It may be that 
soap manufacturers buy pure leaf lard to use in their business. If so I have 
never heard of it. Butterine can be made of soap-grease, and I believe it is 


made of soa grease, and sometimes of the most disgusting kind. The bleach- 
ing and a orizing process it is put through makes it impervious to taste or 
smell. 

The price it is sold at, it being sold just as low when pure butter is at 40 cents 
per pound as when it is 20, proves that but little, if any, butter enters into its 
composition. It having nosmell or taste of its own, all that is needed is that the 


little swell and flavor it has shall be that of butter, which is obtained by churn- 
ing it in buttermilk or milk, It is then salted and colored to suit the eye and 
taste, christened by some fancy name, and = upon the market as butter. When 
the butterine men were buying upall the Elgin butter they could get at 40 cents 
= pound a drummer from a neighboring city tried to induce men to buy what 
called his fancy brand of butterine at 12 cents per pound, agreeing to mark 
it * Snow Fiake Creamery, Morning Star Creamery, Rising Sun Creamery,” or by 
any other high sounding name I might select,telling me he was selling it ail 
over Washington to dealers, who in turn sold it for butter, he marking it © Fresh 
Creamery Butter,” or by any other name they chose to have put on it. 

But the worst remains to be told of this disreputable business. Formerly dead 
animals were collected and buried at a heavy expense. Now they command a 
premium,even tothe rabid dogs. What becomes of them? Let the boiling 
a and the butterivue factoriesanswer. Horses dying with glanders 

oF Eee. and dogs dying with rabies are all gathered up and carted to the 

ling establishment, where the fat is extracted, put up in barrels and shipped 
away. This diseased fat. after being put in sh pping order, is said 40 look as 
clean and nice as any other. What becomes of it? Where does it go, and for 
what purpose is it used? Is it marked to distinguish it from any other fat? I 
am told not by one who hasbeen in the business. What assurance have we that 
it does not find its way to the butterine factories? None. 


But, sayssome one, it is by no means certain that any of these un- 
clean and unwholesome articles go into the manufacture of bogus but- 
ter. No, it is not certain that they do; but is it certain that they do 
not? Perchancé they do. ‘‘ Perchance’’ soap-grease. ‘‘Ay, there’s 
the rub;’’ and when upon the authority of a respectable gentleman like 
Mr. Crane, we find soap and butterine coming from the same factory 
it would seem to ‘‘ rub’’ pretty close. 

As bearing upon this point I will also give a brief extract from a re- 
cent letter of Mr. O. M. Tinkbam, secretary of the Vermont Dairy- 
men’s Association, to the Woodstock (Vt.) Standard, in which among 
other things he says: 

I have a friend living near Boston who keeps from six to eight hundred hogs. 
To feed them he has the wastes and swill from some of the large hotels in the 
city. All the meats, fish, flesh and fowl, sauces, vies, and all grease are 
dumped into one tub and ‘carried out to the farm.’ This was formerly fed tothe 
hogs, but was thonght to be unhealthy by reason of too eee eee. so he had 
large tanks made into which the stuff was dumped on arrival from the city, and 
water added, the se a thoroughly steamed = left to cool, which left a good 
cake of the op of the mass | when co! This was taken off and sold 
to the “ venderer” Pi he city. The* eae is the person to whoin all the 
dead that come in on the trains, the dead cattle and horses from the street, 
are sent to be d of. when 1 my friend was in there he saw | think 
ermont spruce tubs, and lifting the 

neutral ,’ and said he had no 


it was fifty tubs, of 30 pounds each, n 
covers saw they were filled with this me 
doubt some of the guase he sold was in those tubs, of which I have no doubt, 
and that it was far r than some of the rest which made up the shipment. 
These tubs were marked for shipment to a man in New England who was run- 
ning a creamery. 

Now, both Mr. Tinkham and Mr. Crane state facts which tend very 
strongly to show that the ‘‘ neutral grease’’ of the ‘‘ venderer’’ does 
find its way into counterfeit butter. 

The man running a creamery in New England to whom those fifty 
tubs of “‘venderer’s grease "’ were directed was doubtless running the 
same kind of that the man was who offered to Mr. Crane his 
fancy brand of butterine at 12 cents per pound to be marked ‘‘ Snow 
Flake Creamery,” &e. This New England creamery man, however, 
may have made some pure butter. 

The fact is, bogus butter can be more cheaply produced in connection 
with the manufacture of butter than elsewhere, because of the 
plentiful ly of buttermilk in which to churn the compound, and 
thus give it the flavor of butter; just as the bouquet is given to wines 
. the use ofsome aromatic substance. Every variety of imitation but- 

ter product, and their name is legion, is churned either in milk or but- 
termilk else it would be without the butter flavorand would deceive no 
one. At the creamery the buttermilk is at hand for this purpose; 
, | whereas if the margarine factory be remote a supply must be eoaghh 
from a distance. 

One of the great packing establishments in Chicago have of the E!- 
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gin creameries the buttermilk in which to baptise, in the name of 
butter, probably a thousand tons a year of this counterfeit product; and 
pay for it, if the statement of their agent now in charge of their goods 
in the Central Market in this city can be relied upon, for he made the 
statement to me, $100 perday. Now, this is almost equal to the wag’s 
formula for making a first-class article of chicken soup for boarding- 
house consumption, namely, drive a hen through a dish of hot water. 
O tempora! O mores! (Laughter. ] 

But enough about thecharacter of counterfeit butter. It may be that 
the cheap grease known in the market as ‘‘ neutral grease’’ when sub- 
jected to treatment by the alkalies and acids named in the various imi- 
tation-butter formulas is not absolutely unwholesome; for chemistry 
works wonders in the transformation of physical substances. I say this 
may be, but suppose it is, who wants to eat it? That this ‘‘ neutral 
grease”’ is to a great extent used in the manufacture of these imitation 

ucts no reasonable person will doubt. The different formulas them- 
selves prove it by the chemical agents which they contain for the mani- 
fest purpose of deodorizing and correcting it. Besides, as every ore 
knows, it is a counterfeit and a fraud; and who is verdant enough to 
suppose that the counterfeiter would be at all scrupulous as to the ma- 
terials he used in his business? The object is to make the counterfeit 
article at the least ible expense for the sake of the greatest possi- 
ble profit. And if ‘‘ neutral grease’’ can be obtained at one-fourth or 
one-third the expense of tallow or lard, who for a moment doubts which 
the counterfeiter would use? 
But this stuff, even if not absolutely unwholesome, is not fit for a 
self- ing American citizen to eat. It might answer for a digger 
Indian, who lives on snakes, or for the Mexican peon, who in his pov- 
erty consumes with avidity every organic part of the animal, excepting 
only the horns, hoofs, hair, and bones. It might answer for these, but 
it does not comport with our American civilization. Itis no credit toit. 
It has no proper place in it, and it could not exist fora moment except 
through fraud and imposition. The American people can be in better 
business. With ‘‘cattle upon a thousand hills,’’ and many, many thou- 
sand hills scattered all over our vast domain, where now grows wild 
grass or stands ‘‘the forest primeval,’’ but where hardy husband- 
men might graze and milk their herds of kine, and thrifty housewives 
might emulate thé virtue and valor of Jael, the wife of Heber the 
Kenite, who ‘‘ brought forth butter in a lordly dish,’’ does it not seem 
like small business, like the disreputable business it is, for an able- 
bodied American citizen to be trying to find out how chemistry can 
extract from ‘‘cow’s udders’’ the oil that shall give to tallow and lard 
and the intestinal and offal fats and ‘‘ neutral ”? and the vegetable 
oils the taste of butter, thereby enabling the unscrupulous to sell them, 
after they are washed in buttermilk, for butter, and thus put these cheap 
and nasty fats into competition with the golden issues of the house- 
wife’s churn? 

And this brings me to the chief reason for the passage of this bill, 
namely, the ruinous effect of this dishonest competition upon the great, 
in fact the greatest, industry of this country—an industry which while 
it gives employment to millions of capital and millions of men and 
women is yet made up from an aggregation of humble interests which, 
when treated fairly, only afford very small profits in return for much 
hard work. : 

rm ny the largest single branch of American agriculture. The 
butter, , and cheese produced for the last year, as estimated by re- 

i amounted to the enormous sum of $564,959,500. This 


the value of the iron and steel product; about four and one-half times 
the value of the cotton crop, and about $150,000,000 more than theen- 


tire wheat of the country. The amount invested in milch cows 
is about $700,000,000—more than the entire capital stock of all the 
national banks of the country. 


Not only is dairying the great leading branch of our agriculture but 
it is so related to every other branch of that great industry that when 
it suffers the whole feels the depressing effect. Especially is this true 
in our older States where the soil, well-nigh exhausted by long-con- 


tinued is arrested from further deterioration and brought 
back to a high of fertility by dairy farming, and thus worn-out 
lands are and more of every kind of agricultural product is 
produced, more animals and more food for man. It is esti- 
mated that in ing at least four millions of our population are em- 
ployed, while ture in all its branches gives employment to 
almost one-half of our entire tion who therefrom feed and clothe 
themselves and feed and the other half. 

Without agriculture we should go both hungry and cold. Weshould 
a should go back to the skins of beasts for clothing 
and again the wild boar for food. A thrifty agriculture makes 


every other work of civilization possible. Without it the earth, the 
source of all wealth, would fail to yield her fruits and every other enter- 

would languish. We have already seen that the 
dairy interest is the very soul itself of our agriculture. Now, shall this 
interest be preserved, or shall it be sacrificed, not toa fair competition— 
if the competition were fair no fault would be found—but to a down- 
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right fraud, to a filthy counterfeit, masquerading in the stolen livery of 
the very industry it is seeking to overthrow? [ Applause. ] 

Even if the competition were fair it would still present a serious ques- 
tion of public policy; one not only involving public health but the pub- 
lic intelligence and morals also, namely, whether we should kill out the 
dairy industry and cease to be a butter-eating people and feed upon the 
coarser and more cloying animal fats, thus taking a step back toward 
the raw tallow and lard which were the delight of our Saxon ances- 
tors in the forestsof Germany. It involves also another question which 
takes strong hold upon the labor problem, which has long vexed the 
governments of Europe, and now threatens the peace and prosperity of 
this Republic. It is this: Whether a few capitalists giving employ- 
ment to a few thousand men shall be allowed to overwhelm with a 
fraudulent business an honest industry which gives employment to 
millions, and which is the very cream of that grand pursuit which, 
through the common mother of the race, provides for us all. 

You have just passed a labor-arbitration bill and sent out a special 
committee to collect data for the adjustment of the delicate relations 
between capital and labor. But right here, in the disposition of this 
bill, is an opportunity to deal with the labor question from the very 
foundation, and in a way to dispense with arbitration bills and special 
committees, or make them a standing necessity. It has been said 
that ‘‘an ounce of prevention is better than a poundofcure.’’ Enact- 
ments preventive of threatening evils are always wiser than the wisest 
provisions for the correction of those evils after they are developed. 
It is always the highest achievement of legislation to formulate laws 
which in their practical operation shall reconcile antagonisms and bring 
all interests into harmony. ‘This can only be done by giving all men 
and all honest enterprises a fair chance. 

Now, pass this bill and you take an important step in both remedial 
and preventive legislation. You at once relieve the dairy industry of 
the killing fraud which now completely paralyzes it. And as one of 
the immediate results the milch-cows, whichas shown by the last report 
of the Commissioner of Agriculture were depreciated during the last 
year to the amount of $32,751,392, will be restored and doubtless some- 
what advanced. This vastsum will thus be added to the exchangeable 
value of property not belonging to capitalists but to the millions of hard- 
working men who own those cows and are struggling to pay with the 
income from them the mortgages which capital holds upon their farms. 
Not only this, but the number of cows will be greatly increased. There 
will not be slaughtered 30,000 of them for beef in the city of Chicago 
for the year to come, as your committee reported there was in the year 
that is past. They will be wanted for thedairy. To this extent cer- 
tainly there will be an increased demand upon those who breed cattle 
for beef; and that branch of agriculture, now sadly discouraged, will 
take a fresh start. More hay and grain must be provided for the sup- 
port of this increased number of animals, both for beef and the dairy, 
and more men found to feed and care for them. A corresponding de- 
mand for labor on the farm will surely follow and will draw off from 
the employ of the great corporations, to which all surplus labor tends, 
the discontented ones who are now the leaders in labor disturbances, 
but who would find in the great, open field of agriculture, every de- 
partment of which would feel the impulse of a restored dairy industry, 
an opportunity to gain for themselves and their families a subsistence, 
nay, more, acompetence; and this is how the passage of this bill would 
begin to solve thelabor problem. It would begin at the right end of it. 
[ Applause. } 

It would be far more to the point than arbitration bills and investi- 
gating committees. A restored dairy industry would surely occupy, 
with valuable improvements, new areas of land, and as surely restore 
to fertility the old, much of which now lies fallow, thus adding mill- 
ions to the productive and taxable wealth of the country. Nor is this 
all. A return to the production of honest butter would restore our ex- 
port trade. For the last five years, since false butter has usurped the 
place of the true, there has been a steady decline in the annual export 
of American butter. That which was bought and shipped for genuine 
too often turned out to bespurious. As the result no dealer would risk 
the sale of American dairy products in foreign markets, and the trade fell 
off. The extent of this decline is shown by the fact that in 1881 the 





total amount of American dairy exports was $22,636,272. In 1885 it 
was but $14,086,055, a decrease in four years of $8,548,220. Instead 
of this there should have been an equal or greater increase. There is 


still another humiliating fact in this connection. It is this: much of 
the butter which we exported in 1885 was not handled by American 
merchants, but by Canadian merchants, who first bought in our mar- 
kets and shipped to Canada. Then, when reshipped from Canadian 
ports, it would go upon the European markets as Canadian butter, 
which is not yet under suspicion like our own. But let this same but- 
ter, perhaps perfectly pure, be shipped from an American port or by 
an American merchant, and it could be sold only at a reduced price. 
Thus, because of these fraudulent imitations is the commerce of this 
the foremost people in all the earth driven like a culprit to the use of 
an alias in order to make its way into foreign markets; thus also are 
American merchants deprived of the profits of handling this merchan- 
dise in those markets; thus is an annual outlet for nearly $9,000,000 
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worth of dairy products closed and the business to that extent depressed ; 
and thus as a people are we that amount poorer than we should be if 
that trade were not interrupted. We have that amount Jess annually 
of circulating medium, that amount less of gold and silver; for remem- 
ber that our foreign exchange is always in gold and silver. Now pass 
this bill and give to American dairy products a reputable entrance into 
foreign markets and you will bring into the United States within the 
next ten years of foreign gold and silver $85,000,000 at least, and proba- 
bly more. But this is a larger sum than proposed by the Blair bill for 
education at which so many upon this floor stand aghast. Pass this 
bill and you correct all the evils arising from counterfeit butter and put 
not only the dairy industry but the whole vast industry of agriculture 
upon a career of prosperity; and in its train shall follow all the other 
industries and the arts and the best culture of a progressive civilization. 
Refuse it, and you perpetuate all the evils above enumerated and en- 
gender others which in turnshall ‘‘ become the hatchand brood of time.”’ 
You deliberately protect a fraud which is sapping the very foundations 
of the farmer’s success and crippling his every effort to get on in the 
world. You help capital, which holds the mortgage on his farm and 
owns also the oleomargarine factory, to destroy the butter market and 
thus deprive him of his last opportunity to keep down the interest on 
that mortgage, and then take from him the farm itself and turn him 
into the street a vagabond and a tramp; and when next you hear from 
him he is in the front rank of some labor agitation. Then to tide over 
the troubles produced by your unwise legislation a Congressional in- 
vestigating committee will be in order. 

By refusing this bill you continue a policy calculated to destroy the 
hope of the husbandman and drive not a few only but thousands from 
agriculture into other departments of labor already overcrowded. Can 
you afford to do this? Can you afford to break down and disperse into 
other pursuits the hardy tillers of the soil, thus lessening the number 
of producers and increasing the number of consumers? A sound pub- 
lic policy lies in just the opposite direction—in developing and foster- 
ing every department of our agriculture, whereby enough may be gath- 
ered of the products of the earth to feed and clothe and preserve from 
distress and agitation all other departments of industry, and at the 
same time contribute in the most effectual manner possible to the na- 
tional wealth. Butenough. The general wisdom of this bill will not 
be disputed. Its justice to the farmer must be admitted. The salu- 
tary effect it will have upon our industries is apparent. The general 
demand of the American people for wholesome articles of food calls 
for it. 

But, say certain eminent lawyers upon this floor, it is unconstitu- 
tional, Of course, if it contravene the Constitution, however desirable 
it may be from every point of view, it should not receive the sanction 
of this body. But let us see. 

We have already seen that the power of Congress to tax whatever 
article it will is limited only by its discretion. 

But, says the objector, while Congress may tax, it can tax only for 
the purpose of revenue; and since the professed purpose of this bill is 
not to raise revenue but to regulate the sale of an article of commerce, 
it follows, says the objector, that there is no constitutional authority for 
it. But the bill proposes to raise, and if it becomes a law it will raise, 
revenue. Now, is not this fact alone a full answer to the objection? 
But, says the objector, though it may raise revenue that is not the 
motive in passing the bill. To this it is sufficient y to say, that if 
Congress has power to levy the tax, and does levy it in legal form, the 
particular motive from which this is done is of no legal consequence 
whatever. It would fall within the rule laid down by Jacob Colla- 
mer, who died the distinguished chairman of the Judiciary Committee 
of the United States Senate, while a representative in that body from 
the little State of Vermont, and whose statue the State has since putin 
Memorial Hall as a fair type of the Vermonter and of Senatorial dig- 
nity and learning. 

Now, when upon the bench of the supreme court of Vermont he 
said: 

aaynnper motives can never alter the character of a | act. Whatevera 
man a legal right to do he may do with impunity. (11 Vt., 22.) 

So a legislative act which is in itself constitutional will not be made 
unconstitutional because it was passed from an improper motive. 

The motive can not be reviewed judicially. It may be reviewed by 
the constituencies represented in this body but not by the courts. 

Again, a legislative act such as the Constitution allows, which serves 
a constitutional purpose, does not become unconstitutional because it 
at the same time serves another purpose, which of itself would not bring 
the act within the purview of the Constitution. 

Here the familiar principle governing the jurisdiction of cases before 
courts in chancery would apply. If the bill in equity present a single 
point where relief can not be had under the strict rules of law, and sev- 
eral points where the law would afford relief and thus defeat equity 
jurisdiction, yet a court of equity will always take jurisdiction upon the 
single point, and will then do equity upon all the matters 
the bill, even thongh the principal ts 
court could not have taken jurisdi of alone. 

In like manner if Congress have constitutional authority to tax im- 
itation butter and pass a law to that effect the law is not unconstitu- 


tional because at the same time it may incidentally prevent the sale of 
it for genuine butter. This bill contains no provisions except such as 
lay the tax and provide for its collection. If those provisions are sy;}; 
as to prevent at the same time the fraudulent sale of oleomargarine. 
that can create no constitutional or other objection to the law. {[; 
should the rather be accepted as high proof of itswisdom. A law which 
will cut two ways and cut all the time for the right will not be held 
in disfavor by either the courts or the people. 

Another objection by these left-handed defenders of the Constitutioy 
is, that this bill takes from the States the police power which the Con- 
stitution leaves to them. 

They also say, even if Congress have the power it is too smal] }usi- 
ness for the National Legislature, and as matter of policy should be leit 
to the States. 

But taxation can not be effective without complete police power over 
the article taxed; and as to the policy of Congress in dealing with this 
subject a precedent may be found in section 3328 of the Revised Statutes, 
which has been on the statute-book eighteen years, and which is for the 
protection of the wine industry of this country against imitation wines, 
and if some gentleman will tell us the differerice between this section 
and the bill before us I will yield to him now. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman if he is referring now to the Federal statutes ? 

Mr. GROUT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. And do I understand him to 
say that provision is made for levying this tax upon imitation wine ’ 

Mr.GROUT. Yes, sir; insection 3328, which I would read had I the 
time and will do so if the gentleman will see that my time is extended. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. No. Iam not disputing the 
statement; but it has escaped my observation, and I only asked for in- 
formation. It is a subject that I shall look into with interest. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. What machinery is provided for collecting the 
tax? 

Mr. GROUT. It is quite meager; but it is provided. How opera- 
tive itis Ido not know. But the statute is there, and the National 
Congress is committed to the policy. The statute puts the collection 
of this wine tax under the control of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue the same as this bill proposes to put this bogus-butter tax. 

Now, who will say that a tax of 10 cents per pound on imitation 
butter is not as defensible on every ground as a tax of 10 cents per pint 
on imitation wines? And who will say it isany smaller or less worthy 
business to protect the dairy interest, which employs 4,000,000 laborers, 
with an annual productof 959,500, than the wine industry, whose 
exact annual product I am unable to ascertain; for, strange as it may 
seem, the Tenth Census gives no information upon the subject, nor can 
any be ‘obtained at any of the Government De ents. But that 
product is probably only of h few hundred thousand dollars’ value, and 
in the production of it probably only a few thousand laborers are em- 
ployed. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. If it be insisted that it was not competent to tax 
an industry out of existence, let me ask if it is not nevertheless truc 
that we have taxed out of existence the State banks? 

Mr. GROUT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. And further, I would ask if the decisions of the 
Supreme Court that States can not tax the Government bonds were not 
founded upon the principle that if that power was granted tothem they 
might tax the bonds to their full amount, their full par value, and 
therefore tax them out of existence? 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly, and you will see before I close that the 
States have not the power to give adequate relief from these fraudulent 
butter imitations. That alone has the power todoit: More- 
over, if you will look at section 3272, Revised Statutes, you will find 
Congress has imposed heavy penalties against the introduction into 
distilled spirits of any ingredient or substance calculated to give ficti- 
tious proof. Now, shall it be said that the members of this House have 
made laws to preserve the proof of the whisky they drink and keep from 
adulteration the wine they drink, but think it too small business to pro- 
vide against the adulteration of the butter which their wives and chil- 
dren eat? 

But in closing, while it is apparent that Congress has full power over 
this fraudulent butter question as an incident of taxation, and while 
we also find Congress has already committed itself to that contro! in 
precisely the manner by this bill, yet if other authority were 
wanting it may be found in that distinct grant of power by the Consti- 
tution to regulate commerce among the States. The clause is as fol- 
lows: 

Con shall have s * ¢ to 
aioe ond ons among the exvenal Staten, and with 

It is true that the only exercise of eres by ae thus far 
over interstate commerce has been confined to the navigable waters of 
the United States. But the day is not far distant when Congress wi!! 
pass a law—as it ought long before this to have done —regulating trans- 
portation between the States by land. Nor is this limited to 
the subject of merely. It also extends to the status of 
merchandise taken one State into the marketscf another. In no 
provision of the Constitution was there a display of higher wisdom than 


late commerce with foreign 
Indian tribes. 
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in this grant to the National Legislature of full control over commerce | 


between the States, nor is any constitutional grant plainer. Though 
Congress has not yet entered upon the full exercise of this power, yet 
every attempted exercise of it by the States, no matter in what form, 
whether by an attempted control of navigable waters or by a tax 
upon freight carried from one State into another, or upon freight car- 
ried across a State, or by the imposition of a tax upon articles manu- 
factured in one State and sold in another, the Supreme Court has in- 
variably held that it was the attempted exercise of a power which the 
States Yo not possess, but that the power is lodged by the Constitution 
in Congress alone. 
Fuller, 17 Wall., 560; Delaware R. R. tax, 18 Wall., 206; R. R. Co. vs. 
Richmond, 19 Wall., 584; R. R. Co. vs. Maryland, 21 Wall., 456; Down- 
hall vs. City of Alexandria, 7 Howard, 283.) 

In commerce with the Indian tribes it was held in United States rs. 
Forty-three gallons of whisky (93 U. S., 188), that Congress may pro- 
hibit the transportation or sale in the Indian country of intoxicating 
liquors. And remember that Congress has no greater power over comn- 
merece with the Indian tribes than it has over that between the States, 
but precisely the same. 

Thus do we see that control of this whole subject of commerce among 
the States, and every phase of it, notonly relating to the transportation of 
merchandise but the sale of it also, belongs not to the States but to Con- 
gress. Now to apply this principle to the bill before us. 

Take for illustration twoStates. Massachusetts, with about five and 
one-half times the population of Vermont, makes about one-third as 
much butter. As the result Vermont butter finds its way into Massa- 
chusetts markets, and there encounters these imitation products, which 
the lawsof Massachusetts fail to prevent being sold as butter, thus put- 
ting Vermont butter at a very serious disadvantage. 

We have seen that if Massachusetts were to pass a law putting Ver- 
mont products under some disadvantage, whether in transportation or 
sale in her market, it would be an invasion of the power of Congress 
over this subject, and would be set aside by the Supreme Court. Now, 
if instead of this positive act, Massachusetts were to neglect to give 
Vermont ucts suitable protection against these fraudulent imita- 
tions, thus do Vermont a negative injustice, would it be any less 
an injustice? And.where but in Congress is the power of correction? 
And what would a law like that proposed by this bill, which would re- 
lieve Vermont butter in Massachusetts from these fraudulent imita- 
tions, be but a regulation of commerce among the States? Where but 
to Congress can the Vermont farmer go for relief? Certainly not to 
the Massachusetts Legislature, for he is not represented there, and 
perhaps for the sake of cheap butter Massachusetts may wink at the 
fraud. 

But, inasmuch as the Massachusetts delegation is believed to be a 
unit for this bill, let us suppose what is far more probable, that Massa- 
chusetts really wants to be rid of these imitation products; and accord- 
oe that as inasmuch as no oleomargarine is manufactured 
in husetts—which I hope is true, but have my fears—that none 
shall be brought into the State from other States. But we have already 
seen, upon the authority of the Supreme Court, that Massachusetts has 
no power to do this. She can not prevent oleomargarine being shipped 
into her jurisdiction from New York and Chicago, were she to try ever 
so hard, which would leave Massachusetts powerless to do justice to 
Vermont if she would; and Vermont would be powerless, whatever 
course Massachusetts might take. This illustration will apply not to 
Vermoat and Massachusetts alone, nor to butter alone, but to all the 
States of the Union and to every other article of merchandise that may 
be produced in one State and consumed in another. Now, who fails to 
see that the only power to relieve in this matter is vested in Congress ? 

Who fails to see how utterly chaotic is the doctrine declared by the 
learned Judiciary Committee of this House, that there is no power in 

over this subject and that “‘legislation, if proper, must be 
sought from the States,’’ thus placing the authority of the States in 
this matter above that of Congress, when the States have no power 
whatever and Congress has full power? What a bedlam of conflicting 
interests between the States would this doctrine of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee foster? It is withal an anti-national doctrine, a dangerous doc- 
trine, and Jeads to anarchy. It is born of that now exploded philos- 
ophy which a quarter of a century ago so bewildered a certain well- 
meaning but weak ‘‘ public functionary’’ that he was not able to find 
any erin the Constitution to coerce a State. But the American 
found a way to coerce a State; and they will find a way to re- 
ieve themselves from fraudulent butter products which are at once a 
seandal to the country and a glaring wrong to an honest industry. 
They will find a way, because the Constitution, by a plain provision, 
gives power over this subject; and the people are here in Con- 
gress in the persons of their representatives. 

This absolute power over commerce between the States given by the 
Constitution tothe National Government is one of the principal badges 
of the national sovereignty. It is an important, far-reaching power, and 
should be duly magnified. The future will bring it into exercise more 
than oat hasdone. The rapidly increasing commerce between the 
States require from Congress constant supervision, and new rules 


will be required as new emergencies arise. In interstate commerce, 
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which will increase with our increasing numbers and better facilities 
for intercommunication, shall be found the strongest future bond of 
union between these States. A free and fair interchange of commodities 
between the remote sections of the country will to our political and 
social relations add the ties of trade, than which between peoples and 
States none are stronger; and thus, in a vast domestic commerce, so 


regulated by Congress as to be mutually beneficial to all seciions and 
all industries, shall be heard— 
In the rushing wheels 
Of trade's tumultuous jar 


(See Gibbons vs. Ogden, 9 Wheat, 1; R. R. Co. vs. | the richest music of the Union. 


Down the future, as our population becomes denser and our commer- 
cial rivalries sharper and our accumulated wealth greater, who can tell 
how this paternal authority of the National Government may be used 
to allay those rivalries, to check the greed of monopolies, to protect one 
State against the fraudulent products of another, and bring all depart- 
ments of our domestic commerce, which is but the sum of our domestic 
industries, into such relations with each other as that each part shall con- 
tribute to the vigor of every other part, and thus create a harmonious 
system in which labor shall find employment, capital shall have its own, 
and every honest industrya fairchance? Now this will be the problem 
for the future statesmen of this country to solve. .This problem is, in 
fact, crowding upon us to-day. We have seen how this measure before 
us reaches out into all these questions. We have also seen that Con- 
gress has a double power over the subject. Let us then rise to the oc- 
casion and pass this bili. [Applause. ] 

{ During the delivery of Mr. GRout’s remarks, when seventeen min- 
utes had expired— 

The CHAIRMAN. 
expired. 

Mr. GROUT. The Chair will remember that thirty minutes were 
granted to me by the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. H1REs], a mem- 
ber of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. But in the mean time the Chair will be com- 
pelled to recognize some member on the other side. 

Mr. HATCH. Iaskthe gentleman who has control of the next hour 
on the other side to let the gentleman from Vermont occupy now the 
whole time which has been allotted to him. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. WARNER], 
whom the Chair does not now see in his seat, is entitled to the next 
hour. 

Mr. HATCH. As he is not here to be recognized, I suggest that the 
gentleman from Vermont be permitted to proceed. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the absence of objection the gentleman will 
proceed. 

Mr. GROUT resumed and concluded his remarks. } 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman, there were forty-five minutes of 
time yielded to me, and I yield ten minutes of it to the gentleman from 
West Virginia [Mr. WrLson]. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Chairman, representing a part of that magnifi- 
cent valley of the Shenandoah for which my friend from Virginia | Mr. 
O’FERRALL] claimed to speak this evening, I entertain views on the 
pending bill very different from those which he has so earnestly advo- 
cated, but views which I strongly believe to be far more promotive of 
the true interests of the farmers of that valley and of the other rich ag- 
ricultural sections with whose representation I am intrusted in this 
House. 

The advocates of this measure, when asked for the ground on which 
they claim Congressional legislation, are compelled to assume the attitude 
of the oarsman, who looks in one direction while he moves in the other. 
They introduce this bill and urge its passage as a revenue measure; yet 
the slightest examination of the provisions of the bill and of the argu- 
ments by which it has been supported in the two days’ debate in this 
House discloses that it is not intended and is not expected to produce 
revenue, but to destroy and suppress a particular industry which has 
recently sprung up in this country. That industry, Mr. Chairman, is 
one which by common consent, sustained, as I am informed, by highest 
scientific authority, may be carried on in an honest and proper manner; 
but, possessing unusual facilities for fraud, like all other industries 
having such facilities, it is often carried on in a dishonest and improper 
manner. 

Able to produce and supply for the public consumption an article of 
food that is cheap, palatable, and not unwholesome, it is contended 
and so far as my argument goes I am not called upon to dispute this con- 
tention—that it frequently palms upon the public, under false names 
and false brands, an article which is neither palatable, wholesome, nor 
cheap. Hence Congress is called upon in this bill reported from the 
Committee on Agriculture to interpose the power of the ilederal Gov- 
ernment and lay upon the manufacture and sale of this article a tax 
which is designed to be prohibitory and to bring this product under the 
operation of our inquisitorial internal-revenue system. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him 
for a question ? 

Mr. WILSON. I have but ten minutes, but of course will yield to 
the gentleman for a question. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. The question is this: If the article is produced, 


The time of the gentleman from Vermont has 
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as stated here—and it has not been disputed —at 8 cents a pound, and 
sells for at least 25 cents a pound, how isa tax of 10 cents a pound 
going to be prohibitory or preventive of its manufacture? 

Mr. WILSON. There is not only a tax of 10 cents a pound, but 
there is a license-tax as well. There is a tax upon the manufacturer, 
a tax upon the wholesale dealer, and a tax upon the retail dealer, also. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. And all combined would not amount to 12 cents 
a pound, 

Mr. WILSON. Nevertheless scarcely an argument has been made 
upon this floor in advocacy of this bill that has not maintained it as a 
measure whose true design is to prohibit and suppress this manufact- 
ure. But as it comes in, Mr. Chairman, under the guise of a revenue 
bill, I shall consider it first and very briefly in that light. I admit that 
if there is any need for revenue, this would be a constitutional method 
of gathering taxes, but I deny that there is a corsctational right to 
levy taxes of any kind unless they are absolutely necessary for the de- 
mands of the public Treasury. 

There are very many other legitimate sources of revenue than those 
to which the Government to-day resorts, sources which no man would 
challenge as unconstitutional, but it would be an unwarrantable exer- 
cise of the powers with which we are clothed, not justified by the Con- 
stitution and totally destructive of the very idea of free government, 
to resort to any of them for a single dollar that is not needed for the 
actual expenses of government. When you have levied on the people 
all the taxes which the public service requires your constitutional au- 
thority to levy taxes ceases, although many lawful sources of income 
may still be unexplored. Has any gentleman in this debate ventured 
to contend that we need additional revenue? Could any gentleman so 
contend in the face of the appeals that have been coming down to Con- 
gress year after year from the Executive urging some action by which 
a surplus revenue may be kept out of the Treasury ? Has not the Dem- 
ocratic policy been uniformly declared as in favor of decreasing the bur- 
dens of taxation until they are cut down to the needs of an economical 
government instead of exploring and searching for new sources of tax- 
ation by which to take money from the people ? 

Mr. PRICE. Will the gentleman permit me to answer that ques- 
tion in three words? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes; in three words. 

Mr. PRICE. Wehave not 25 centson the dollarof our floating debt 
that we owe outside of the bonded indebtedness. 

Mr. WILSON. The reports of the fiscal officers of the Treasury con- 
vey to us the information that the revenue of the Government exceeds 
its necessary expenditures; that there is a surplus revenue; so I shall 
not stop to argue that question. 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I can not support this bill as one to raise 
taxes and to increase the revenue. Hence I turn to consider the real 
reasons which, after introducing it in the thin and deceptive guise of a 
revenue bill, its advocates allege for its passage by this House. 

They bring it forward, sir, also asa measure of protection to the dairy 
farmer, with whose genuine butter it isclaimed that oleomargarine and 
butterine come into competition in the food markets of the country. 
This is a specious argument, butas dangerous as itisfallacious. Every 
intelligent legislator who has examined into the working of our system 
of taxation must see that its burdens rest very unequally and very un- 
justly upon the farmers of this country. So many trades and occupa- 
tions have been fastened as parasites upon the public Treasury and have 
their profits increased out of taxes imposed upon other trades and oc- 
cupations, and particularly upon the occupation of agriculture, that it 
seenis both plausible and just, at first view, that the farmer also should 
be allowed a dividend from the Treasury. 

But, Mr. Chairman, aside from his rights and his interests as the citizen 
of a free government and a government of equal laws, no man by virtue 
of his occupation is so deeply interested in resistance under all cireum- 
stances to class legislation as is the American farmer. This resistance 
is his only safety as a citizen, his only safety asa farmer. Once estab- 
lish the principle that the sovereign power of taxation with which the 
people intrust their servants can be perverted from its only honest pur- 
pose of raising taxes, and be used to oppress, to suppress, or to destroy 
the industry of any class of our citizens in order to increase the profits 
of the industry of any other class of our citizens, and this ceases to bea 
onan of equal laws and becomes at once a government of privi- 

classes and occupations. 
hat class which for the moment may be able to influence and control 


jury. 
the legislative power will be able to enrich itself by the spoliation of 


other classes; and all the experience of the and all the probabili- 
ties of the future assure us that the occupa which will suffer most 
will be that of the tillers of the soil, because eras efficient 
organization and without the power of concentrating their influence or 
of keeping their watchful attention upon those that make the laws. 
If the farmer ever concedes the principle of class legislation, especially | opportunies 
if he is so blind as to concede it by sonettan mate eae eo 
erable advantage under it, he has lost his oe has stri 

self of the power of resistance to a that will bear ees 
and constant burden wu him. Let but ere heed 
such a partnership as is held out to him in this bill and 

that he has but reproduced the old fable of the aus who went hunting 













with the lion and was destroyed when he claimed his share of the feast 
which their mutual efforts had secured. If his false friends persuads 
him to call on the Government to destroy or to cripple any industry 
that comes into competition with a branch of his pursuit, he must pre- 
pare himself to expect that other occupations will be calling upon the 
Government to suppress or to cripple some of his industries in order 
that they may flourish the more. 


Mr. Chairman, I lift up my voice most earnestly against this whole 


theory and practice of class legislation. It is a form of tyranny as un- 
just as any that can be devised. I plant myself upon the absolute 
equality of every citizen before the law. I protest against any system 
which invites and encourages 
demand dividends out of the public Treasury, out of the proceeds of 
taxation a their fellow-citizens, as a favor or privilege to their class 
or callin 

been sai ans. 
nership that entitled him to share in the spoils of the world. Shall 
the American citizen be trained to regard his particular occupation or 
calling as one that entitles him to share in the spoils of taxation im- 
posed upon his fellow-citizens? The Roman despoiled the foreigner. 
Are we to see different classes and different occupations in this Repub- 
lic engaged in a contest for mu eee and mutual spoliation? 


any class of citizens, in any calling, to 


nted by,those in control of the Government. It has 
Roman citizen grew to prize his franchise as a part- 


But, Mr. Chairman, this pretended advantage to the farmer, even if it 


were asubstantial one, would apply only to the small class, small as com- 
pared with the millions cmamall 

specially interested in the dairy business. The immense majority of 
farmers arenotdairymen. The bill could notin any view inure to their 
benefit, and even the small temporary benefit which the dairy farmers 
are expected to receive is to some extent neutralized by the decline in 
the value of cattle which the suppression of the manufacture of these 
substitutes for butter is calculated to produce. But, Mr. Chairman, I 
must hasten to glance at the other reason upon which we are urged to 
legislate on this subject, and that is in the interest of public health. 

It is argued, and by no one more fully than the gentleman from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Grout] who has just spoken, that oleomargarine and but- 
terine and like products are frequently vile and spurious compounds, 

sold in the market as genuine butter and therefore calculated to spread 
disease and sickness among the people. 


in the pursuits of agriculture, that are 


This does not affect the argument I am making. I do not under- 


stand it to be trne to the extent claimed in this debate. On the con- 


trary, it seems to aw well established here that much of these ar- 
ticles is made of healthy and proper materials, and stamped and sold 
for exactly what it is; but be that as it may, concede the whole indict- 
ment against oleomargarine, and I still answer you have not made a 
case for legislation by Congress. To protect the health of the people 
by saving them from frauds and impositions in the purchase of food is 
peculiarly and exclusively within the province of legislation conceded 
to the States. They can and they do deal with this matter constantly 
and efficiently. Grant all that the gentleman from Vermont has said, 
and I ask him, can not the State of Vermont regulate and control both 
the manufacture and sale of this so-called bogus compound within her 
limits? It isa matter of police regulation, and that, by the solemn 
decision of our highest court and by the cheerful concession of this 
law-making body, has hitherto been committed to the States. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] has read to us the law 
of that State with respect to substitutes for butter, and assured us that 
it has proved thoroughly effective in that State. Congress can enact 
that law or a similar one for the District of Columbia and the Territo- 
ries. The States can enact similar laws each for itself, and thus the 
manufacture and sale of oleomargarine or of any other article easily coun- 
terfeited or supposed to be deleterious can be regulated, controlled, and 
even, if necessary, suppressed. Why, Mr. Chairman, our municipal cor- 
porations deal daily and deal effectively with just such matters. They 

te the sale of meat and fruits and vegetables in their markets, the 

sale and ki of inflammable and explosive substances in their limits. 
They havea police system which comes into immediate contact with such 
transactions, police courts where penalties and forfeitures are readily en- 
forced. In municipal or in the State the machinery 
needed to correct all the abuses and to all the evils connected 
with the making and of food products isat hand, accessible, easily 
and cheaply set in motion. In every neighborhood are the needed ofli- 
cers—in every county are the courts, the constabulary, and a grand 
In a word, Mr. Chairman, there is no excuse or justification for this 
ted and forbidden power; to do 
which in all our past history been done and well done by the 
States. To bring this manufacture under the internal-revenue system 
is to take a step backward. That system never has been a popular one. 
ceeaeiie reduced it to such limits as to strip it of many of the 
abuse heretofore belonging to it. you now enlarge 


ier ad rey tots expnus sons 
system of espionage, a new petty ons 
in the Federal back upon us all this brood of evils in an 


courts, bring 
ie ee ees Seer cone es ee eet by the States 
in undoubted field of legislation ? 


No, Mr. Chairman, I can not consent to support any such legislation. 
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] believe my own State can and ought to protect her citizens from fraud 
and imposition in the sale of butter or any substitute or counterfeit of 
putter, just as she protects them from imposition in the sale of ferti- 
lizers, and just as she deals promptly and e‘fectively with other crimes 
and wrongs within her limits. In her name, and in the name of her 
farming interest, I protest against this new departure in legislation, 
which beginsa policy of Federal interference that will not be long in ex- 
tending itself in many other directions than that now proposed. I am, 
Mr. Chairman, as much opposed to the manufacture and sale of counter- 
feit and bogus butter as the gentleman from Vermont, or any other mem- 
ber of this House, but I am not willing to use the power of the Federal 
Government in what will prove a bungling and vexatious method of deal- 
jng with a question so entirely and so exclusively in the domain of State 
legislation. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. GREEN, of North Carolina. I desire permission to ask the gen- 
tleman from West Virginia [Mr. WILSON] a question. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. DUNHAM. [Iyield five minutes to the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. WISE]. 

Mr. WISE. If the gentleman from Illinois can not give me more 
than five minutes I will rather take time to-morrow. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Well, I will yield the gentleman ten minutes. 

Mr. WISE. Mr. Chairman, so far as I am aware none of the people 
whom I have the honor to represent upon this floor are engaged in the 
manufacture of oleomargarine, and a very limited number of them are 
interested in it as an article of commerce. Therefore I do not care 
much about and will say but little concerning it. Iam unable to state 
whether or not it is unwholesome as an article of food. There isabun- 
dant testimony from respectable sources on both sides of that question. 
Some have characterized it as a villainous compound, unfit to be taken 
into the human stomach, and as certain to produce diseases and death. 
On the other hand, gentlemen of learning and repute, after a thorough 
examination of the whole process of manipulation and manufacture of 
butterine and oleomargarine, testify that they find them to be cleanly, 
palatable, and wholesome food products, containing nothing injurious 
or detrimental to health, but, on the contrary, to be cheap and desira- 
ble substitutes for the medium grades of dairy butter. 

There are various graces of oleomargarine, and I suspect the truth to 
be that some may be used with impunity, while others are impure and 
deleterious. 

I certainly am not in favor of permitting cheats and frauds to be put 
upon the markets of the country, and will go as far as any gentleman 
here to protect consumers against these and to throw safeguards around 
the health and moraly of the people. I do not object that the dealers 
in this and kindred substances shall be required to disclose the nature 
and character of the articles they may offer for sale. I am not here to 
oppose the proposition that oleomargarine shall be marked, stamped, 
and branded as such. I agree that the dealers in it should not be per- 
mitted to palm it upon the public as pure and genuine butter. 

The power to accomplish these objects resides with the States, and 
it is plenary for the purpose. But I deny the right of Congress to use 
the taxing power for the purpose of destroying any industry in the 
country, and equally the right to use it for the purpose of protecting 
one against the fair competition of another. 

It is manifest that the originators of this measure had no other object 
in view, and in the course of this discussion some have been frank 
enough to avow it. The honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
Scorr], speaking of the necessity of legislation of this character, said: 

If we permit the products of the dairy to be driven from our home and foreign 
warkets through unfair competition, the milk of the cow can not be utilized for 
other purposes. 

In this and similar expressions by other gentlemen who have engaged 
in this debate, the object sought to be accomplished by this bill and 
the motives by which its advocates are inspired are plainly disclosed. 

This measure was framed for the protection of dairymen and not for 
revenue. There is no danger that the products of the dairy will be 
driven by competition from our home or foreign markets, but even if 
that stared us in the face I should not deem it to be a justiftcation for 
the abuse of a constitutional power. I can never consent to the prin- 
ciple of protection embodied in this bill. 

The power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises is 
given by the Constitution to enable Congress to procure the means with 


which to the debts and provide for the common defense and general 
welfare of the United States. Inthe clause of the Constitution in which 
- is given the objects for which it is to be exercised are clearly 


. If this were bona fide a bill for revenue, then 
no question could be raised as to the power to place a tax upon this 
su and there would be little or no opposition to so doing. 

But I feel sure if revenue had been the object sought by this bill it 
would never have been referred to the Committee on Agriculture. It 
happens that we have before us now, and soon will be called upon to 
consider, a measure reported from the Committee on Ways and Means 
to reduce taxes, and it is estimated that if this shall become a law the 
revenues of the Government will be diminished to the extent of at 
least twenty millions. 
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down another. 


is proposed to be laid upon oleomargarine ? 
times its cost. 








| The truth is, that the necessity does not exist for new sources of 
revenue. 
During the last Presidential election the cry was that the Treasury was 
too full, and that the country must be relieved from the burden of tax- 
ation. 


We have enough for all the purposes of the Government. 


Mr. MILLIKEN. Will my friend allow me one question? When 
the matter was investigated by the Secretary of the Treasury was it 
not found that instead of $475,000,000 lying idle in the Treasury, as 


our Democratic friends had stated there was only $22,000,000? 


Mr. WISE. Ido not propose to be carried off from the purpose I have 
in view. I say that the cry in this country has been that we have been 
taxed too much, and yet, while there comes from the Committee of Ways 
and Means a bill to reduce taxes, there comes from another committee 
a bill to increase them. The truth is that the bill under consideration 
bears upon its face a false pretense. It is a sham and a fraud. 

Ashas been said by the gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. WILSON], 
we have enough for the support of the Government economically admin- 
istéred. The purpose here is, in the interest of one industry, to strike 
The gentleman from Virginia to-day (I allude to my 
friend and colleague, Mr. O’ FERRALL) speaking, as he said, for the val- 
ley of Virginia, declared in favor of this bill. 

I do not believe that the people of Virginia will sanction the use of 
the power to tax to prevent the production of oleomargarine or of any 
other substance. I know that they are almost unanimous in favor of 
the repeal of the whole internal-revenue system, and I do not believe 
that they will approve of any vote in favor of its extension or perpet- 
uation. 

Eminent physicians have given it as their opinion, based upon large 


and extensive experience, that tobacco is deleterious, and that the use 


of it will greatly impair the vital energies. A large and respectable 
number of the people of the country entertain the opinion that the sale 


of-intoxicating liquors should be suppressed and prohibited, except for 
medicinal purposes, believing that they have produced more misery and 
crime than all other agents combined. 
used to destroy any industry the time may come when it will be em- 


ployed for the suppression of these as destructive of health and good 
morals. 


If the taxing power may be 


Mr. CANNON. Is there not a heavier tax now upon tobacco than 


Whisky is taxed now ten 
Mr. WISE. 


But youtax them for revenue. They arein the markets 


without rivals, and therefore able to bear heavier burdens. 


My friend and colleague {Mr. TUCKER] stated this morning in ref- 


erence to whisky that when you laid the tax on it at $2 you reached the 
point where production was prevented. 


Certainly you may place the tax so high as to force small farmers to 


abandon distillation from fruits, and men with limited capital from en- 


gaging in the business of manufacturing tobacco. You have not suc- 


ceeded in destroying the whisky and tobacco interests, but you can do 


so if the power to tax for revenue may be employed for the extinction 
of any industry. We have been told by the distinguished gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] that urgent appeals have been made 
to induce Congress to do that very thing. He has told us that a depu- 
tation appeared before the Committee on Ways and Means during a pre- 
vious Congress, when he was its chairman, to protest against permitting 
the manufacture of sugar from corn or sorghum. 

Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to this billon another ground. It looks 
in the direction of the perpetuation and extension of the odious internal- 
revenue system, by which certain employments and avocations are placed 
under the surveillance of officers and agents of the Government. As be- 
fore said, instead of applying it to new objects, I am in favor of its re- 
peal so soon as that can be done without detriment to the public serv- 
ice. The people of my State, with singular unanimity, are and have 
been loud in their demands for its extinction, and I shall avail myself 
of every opportunity to protest against its continuance. 

Blackstone in his Commentaries says ‘‘that the rigor and arbitrary 
proceeding of excise laws seem hardly compatible with the temper of 
a free people. It is necessary to give the officer power of entering and 
searching the houses of such as deal in excisable commodities at any 
hour of the day, and (in many cases) of the night also.”?’ Ina word the 
whole business of the citizen must be placed under the supervision of 
the officers of the Government. 

In this connection I will quote the language which I used on a former 
occasion: 

This method of raising revenue was resorted to, prior to our civil war, only on 
one or twooccasions, when the exigencies of the public service seemed to require 
it,and was continued no longer than the necessity existed. Mr. Madison,in a 
speech delivered in the beginning of the First Congress, when addressing himself 
to the subject of a national revenue, said that ‘‘ the system must be such a one 
that, while it secures the object of revenue, it shall not be oppressive to ourcon- 
stituents. eer it is for us that such a system is within our power; for I ap- 
prehend that both these objects may be obtained from an impost on articles im- 
ported into the United States."’ Presidents Jefferson and Monroe, in messages 
to Congress upon the same subject,made recommendations in harmony with 
this suggestion of Mr. Madison, declaring that sound principles do not justify 
the imposition of taxes upon the industries of our people. I might multiply 
quotations to the same effect from other distinguished writers and statesmen, 
who expended much thought upon the methods of taxation, but time will not 
permit and itis unnecessary. Thus it appears that this system is in opposition 
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to our past policy and to the teachings of the fathers of the Republic. It was 
made necessary by the exigencies of our civil war, and was submitted to asa ne- 
cessity and because the public safety seemed to require it. 


Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman, I would be very glad to give the 
gentleman additional time if I had it to spare, but I have promised to 
yield five minutes to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brown]. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. 
I occupied such a position with reference to this bill that I could con- 
sistently vote for it without uttering a syllable, because I have no dis- 
position to discuss it. Without an explanation my vote might be re- 
garded as inconsistent. I am decidedly opposed to all frauds, but I 
prefer to get rid of frauds, if I can, in an honest way. I hate oleomar- 
garine, and my principal reason for hating it is because it is an imita- 
tion, a counterfeit. 1 dislike this bill in its present shape because it is 
afraud. It is just as much of a fraud as oleomargarine. It professes 
to be one thing and is another. It is simply fighting fraud with a frand. 

Very few of the men who have defended it on this floor have had 
the assurance to stand in this presence and claim that it is a bill for 
revenue. That is not its purpose. No matter what those few may 
say, every man knows it has another purpose and another end. That 
end [ am in favor of, provided it intends to do no more than to expose 
whatever there is of frand in oleomargarine. I am in favor of having 
oleomargarine so marked and designated, if possible, that every one 
from the wholesale dealer down to the consumer may know it when 
he sees it. 

But when the attempt is made to tax this product so that he who 
would buy it, knowing what it is, must pay a tax of 10 cents, it be- 
comes a question whether we do not injure B more than we benefit A. 
When we tax one commodity to help another we make a power which 
becomes thereby revolting to every instinct of fair play. Why, sir, in 
Pennsylvania we can produce better iron than can be produced any- 
where else on the globe, because we have gas as a fuel, and it is the 


best fuel yet discovered for smelting or reducing iron to any and all of 


its uses, 


If it were proposed to levy a tax upon the iron produced by coal in 
Tennessee, you would have an exact parallel to the present case, be- 
cause the iron produced by gas asa fuel is better than the iron produced 
by coal. If Tennessee or Alabama or English iron cannot compete 
with Pennsylvania iron in quality, shall it therefore be burdened with 
a tax? 

I am in favor, therefore, of taxing this commodity only so far as may 
be necessary to get jurisdiction and control of it, so we can brand it for 
what it is; and for that purpose a penny of tax is as good as 10 cents. 
Everything beyond that is in the end a burden upon the consumer. 

But it is proposed by this bill te tax oleomargarine so as to raise the 
price of butter. Now, there are twosides to this question—there is the 
side of the consumer and there is the side of the producer. The con- 
sumer, if he desires to buy cheap food, whether oleomargarine or butter, 
should have that privilege, provided he knows what he is buying, and 
this right should not be taken from him by Congress. ‘Therefore I say 
the true method is to fix your — - a as you can and at the 
same time reach the end desired, so who-prefers oleomargarine, 
knowing it to be such and because it is cheap, may have that privilege 
without paying a duty of 10 cents a pound to the Government of the 
United States. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Chairman, so desirous am I of having this fraud, 
this imitation, stamped by the United States Government so that it 
may be known gnd read of all men, I may yet feel constrained to vote 
for the bill, encumbered as it is with the manifestly unjust burden, and 
much as I dislike the method proposed for getting at this difficulty. 

I shall, however, before the final vote is taken, do all that lays in 
my power to so amend the bill as to eliminate the objections to which 
I have referred. I want to support a measure that shall unmask the 
deception that oleomargarine inflicts upon society, without laying a 
burden upon those whose necessities force them to buy the cheapest 
wholesome food they can find in the market. 

When butter goes to 40 or 50 cents a pound, it is necessarily beyond 
the reach (and I know whereof I speak) of a vast number of the men 
who work for daily wages; and they have rights that should be re- 

In consideration of their rights no oppressive taxation should 
be imposed on this product, for nothing is more certain than that what- 
ever tax may be imposed is borne in the end by the consumer. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WILSON. I would like to ask the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania whether the bill is not liable to this further objection, that it 
taxes upon the same footing all grades of oleomargarine, whether whole- 
some or unwholesome, vane ose haan renee article 
on the market and suppress the 

Mr. MILLIKEN. AndI tike to ask whether the same prin- 
ciple does not apply to the taxation of whisky and tobacco? 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. Mr. Chairman, I am not in the habit 
of making speeches; and so much time has already been occupied by 
debate on this question that I am very reluctant to detain the commit- 
tee; but as I represent a district in which there are twenty creameries, 
and as my people therefore have some considerable interest in this 
matter, I wish to say a word or two about it, 
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The bill under consideration is a bill defining butter, and seeks {, 
regulate the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of 0) ¢. 
margarine. Now, oleomargarine, as first made in this country unde; 
the French formula, was, perhaps, as wholesome as lard or hee{-(;. 
and had it continued to be so made, and had it always worn its 0; 
name, and always been sold for what it was, there could have been no 
war upon it; but it has been mixed with butter, it has been coloreg 
and made to imitate butter; and if the manufacturer has sold it }\oy- 
estly, his ‘‘ wicked partner,”’ the retail dealer, has sold it for butter 
invariably; and if it was a wholesome article of food, as its friends 
claim, it was a counterfeit, a frand on the consumer, and a fraud on the 
dairy, in that it has been sold for butter. 

Now as to the assertion of its friends that it is wholesome, let us see 
whether that is true. 

‘There are recorded in the Patent Office of the United States more thay 
one hundred and fifty patents for the manufacture of imitation butte; 
or oleomargarine, and the ingredients used will give a good idea of the 
wholesomeness of the product. 

I ask to have read what I send to the Clerk’s desk, on pages 10, 11, 
and 12 of the pamphlet, which I have marked. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
INGREDIENTS USED IN OLEOMARGARINE. 


a list, taken from the patents recorded in the Patent Office at 
Washington, he ingredients claimed to be used inthe manufacture of this 
article. ufacturers deny that they use all the ingredients named in thes: 
patents, but it is certainly oo unfair to assume that when they mention a cer- 
tain ingredient in theirapplication for a patent, as necessary for its making, the ey 
actually useit. This list was obtained o cially from the Patent Office by Assi 
ant State Dairy Commissioner Van Valkenburgh, of New York: 
Nitric acid, r of lead, sulphate of lime, benzoic acid, butyric acid, glyce 
ae capsic , commercial sulphuric acid, tallow, butyric ether, castor oi! 
‘cha dry Ee curcumine, chlorate of potash, peroxide of magnesia, nitrat 
of 80 = ood a. ‘saltpeter, bo borax, orris root, bicarbonate of so: da. 
foil ole Pot ew iard, caustic potash, chalk, oil of sesame 
arte woke gy a p-seed lo v— almonds, ‘stomach of Pigs, sheep, or 
calves, mustard-seed oil, ih, boracic acid, salicylic acid, cot- 
farinaceous flour, carbolic acid, slip- 


The owes 
t 


bromo-chloralum, oil of peanuts, sugar, caustic soda. 
It ‘tia not sought to oon thatall these ingredients are used in a single process, 
established that nitric acid is used in all, and it is probable that 
el are employed when the most powerful agents are neces- 
sary for Ses putrid a fats. 
a . 
recta Clark, « Albany, made a specialty of the i atiaten! features of 
his subject, making experiments in digestion and microscopical investigations, 


and in other ways showing the oe to public health of a thorough 


know of what enters into oog Ses roduct. Asaresult of his researches, 
he arrived at the een ee that o ceca he is unwholsome and dangerous 

to health for four reasons: because it is el second, because it is 
insoluble when made that it is liable to carry the germs 
of disease into the fe from anima and Your, that in the eagerness of manu- 
facturers to produce their unds “cheaply, they are tempted to use 
“ae ‘which are tal to ‘othe health of the consumer. 

* . . 

When Dr. H. A. ie president of the board of health in sen Orange 
County. was e he was asked what nitric acid was, and how it affected 
the human system. This question was 
the use of nitric — in the! manufactu margarine. Dr. Pooler replied 

“ Nitric acid is produced by the we een nn Fa el 
tassa, aboutequal parts; peanoeees eames it destroys animal tissue 
and vey etme pe — in contact with it; upon animal fat 


by previous testimony as to 


ment ae. 


stroys the tissue, and it by ing its smell. Itisalsoa preserva- 
tive,in a measure. Uadoubtety aie submitted to the action of nitric 
acid would not be decomposed so as those which had not been submit- 
ted to it; but the acid would affect digestive organs seriously. Upon 
the human stomach it is a deadly poison wher When taken 
in a diluted form not sufficient to riven taken ino Saleen sAepamehenathh of time, 
it produces ‘effects to thatof me The teeth at first become whiter. 
afterward decay, and then become loose; it i¢ stimulates the excessive flow of sc- 
Guten ana peioean tis system generally. Its —- are so great 
i ys the and impeies lation here a person loses a 


y because of the accumulation of the acid around the 
t cuts of the circulation which eo the nail, consequently y 
the nail will pt ed off for want of proper nourishment. The acid has to }« 
Seated So cater So he.cnt fo eng ages ann y. In its pure form it is 
This testimony was given subsequent to Sow ie saeaee, a Siberer : m- ; 
ployed ina eee a aes ui was to pack the finishe« 
uct in the tubs. He swore that in of that duty one of his 
Rass aes Wes GER OE, Sad that the sts eat through his clothing and into 


weno wholesome or unwholesome to treat any dairy product with 


nitrioneld” De . Pooler was 
He replied: “T think it would be injurious, e 
son who was not acqainted with the acid; 
coe. No matter how minute the quantity 
of oe meotnete on 

tee ton of Te ane then sometimes the re- 


ede I do not es ee ee eate tent ot bis 
from the effects of it. It will be years, in any event, before he gets it out of his 


Dr. iilias Hi. Bailley, inspector and chemist of the Brooklyn board of healt, 
esked whether nnamuiectarers were liable to get tmpure fat or lard, replied 


especially as it seems to me one great danger of this whole manufact 

lie in the fact that Thhave Known farmers having te in a flock 

and the moment a hog is attacked with the cholera farmer kills it, 

if ee ee en ees Oe eee ceeeenen the 
™ as as a lard 

done myself. aS appearance, the lard es ao 


* The principal reeson nitric acid is used the manufacturers,” this 
was to Remove the peculiar odor of the lard whch distinguishes 


3! so if applied by a per- 
I think it would be very 
is, continued for any ‘ength 
ucous membrane of the stomac!, 
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committee that or used nitric acid in the processes employed by them, and as 
nitric acid ap n most of the formulas for manufacture filed in the Patent 
Office at Washington, it is fair to assumethat this deadly poison enters, at least 
in some instances, into the composition of counterfeit butter. 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. 

* jg not to-day what it used to be, and the new article of commerce 
called neutral is produced in all the large cities, and is the basis of 
oleomargarine, or largely so of much of it. This neutral is the fat of 
any animal which has fat in it, and is rendered at rendering-works 
from hogs which die on the way to market in cars, as many do die; and 
itmay be the fat of a mule, horse, or dog, and if tainted, is treated with 
acids and rendered both tasteless and odorless, and is to-day worth 
about 5 cents per pound, and by churning it with milk or cream makes 
oleomargarine or butterine. 

To show how cheap oleomargarine pans out and to what depths of 
infamy man will go to make money, I ask that what I send to the 
Clerk’s desk be read. It isa report of what Professor Nachtrieb, of 
the State University of Minnesota, found by an analysis of what was 
sold for butter in Minneapolis at retail this year. 

The Clerk read as follows: ; 


PROFESSOR NACHTRIEB’S REPORT. 


The following is an extract from the illustrated report of Professor Nachtrieb, 
of the State University, to the dairy commission, of the samples of butterine 
given him for microscopical examination : 

“The examination of these samples was by no means exhaustive, and they 
would probably yield much more than the accompanying figures indicate. 
The best and cleanest looking sample had a butter odor and taste, and would 
readily pass for butter. It had a very small variety of living organisms, but a 

t many spores, which, under favorable conditions, I have no doubt would 
ve germinated. It also contained masses of dead mold, bits of cellulous 
wood, various colored particles, shreds of hair, bristles, &c. The other two sam- 
les teemed with life, and yielded microscopic preparations of the molds and 
| ster that would have gladdened the heart of the student of biology. The 
microscope revealed the fact that the greatest variety of life existed in the in- 
ner portion of these samples, and that the outer portions contained the greatest 
quantity of active bacteria. The animals found in the butterine belong to the 
type of protozoa. Doubtful portions of worms were also noticed. Many of the 
protozoa, under favorable conditions, pass into an encysted stage or develop 
spores within protected capsules,and in these conditions lie dormant till the 
environment is again favorable ; and it can hardly be doubted that some of the 
many spores found in these butterines were merely in a dormant state. The 
great number and variety of organisms found in the samples indicate the use 
of foul water and a criminal filthy process in making it. here can not be the 
slightest doubt that the person who eats so promiscuous and so lively a mixture 
as the butterine examined is running great risk, morally as well as physically. 
The peace and happiness of future generations is greatly involved in the life of 
the present generation. By indulging in our homes articles of food filled with 
spores and seeds of the various classes of the lower organisms we are increas- 
ing the dangers of parasitism. Spores that now are harmless may, by gradual 
adaption, through more or less circuitous routes, become inimical to the health 
and happiness of countless millions.” 


Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. Mr. Chairman, if such vile compounds 
as described by Professor Nachtrieb are sold for human food, is it not 
time for us to act? And as commerce is world-wide and State laws fail to 
cure such evils, I do think that for the sake of the géneral health some 
regulation should be made at once concerning this greatest of all frauds. 

By fraud alone it flourishes, and by fraud alone it is sustained. 


Again, we have a dairy plant including fifteen millions of cows, the 
land on which to keep them, the buildings and machinery used in the 
industry worth $2,000,000, 000, and an oleo plant worth perhaps $2,000, - 
000, the former employing one-tenth of the people of this whole country, 
the latter a few thousand. 

The dairy and stock-growing industry together is worth more than 
any other interest in the United States, unless it be real estate, and 
produces more income than any other industry, not excepting mining 
with its $400,000,000 per annum, and the dairy interest must die if 
this fraud goes on as it has in the past. The bill seeks to place the 
manufacture of oleomargarine under the Internal Revenue Department, 
and I see no other way to do justice to both that and the dairy interest. 
You must remember that the farmer or dairyman can buy neutral, and 
churn with his milk or cream, and in self-protection will do so (and 
itwas stated before our committee is doing so now), and if no restraint 
is placed upon the sale of the product, pure butter will be unknown 
if we go on as we have been doing for the past two years, in which 
time this infamous frand has more than doubled, and from all sides 
comes the demand for this legislation—not less than three-fourths of 
all the e ask for it. 

Our State was forced into stock-raising and dairying by the failure 
of wheat, and in my section of the State, with our pure water and ex- 
cellent grasses, we began to erne. and we make as fine butter as is 
made anywhere. We took the highest prize at New Orleans, bat last 
year with the finest of creamery butter at 17 cents in New York we 
found our business unprofitable. And it is from 12 to 16 cents now in 
New York. 

_We do not deny the fact that the farmers expect better prices if this 
bill passes, and we see no reason why the agricultural class, which com- 

_ prises 51 per cent. of the whole population, may not come to us for pro- 
tection as other classes have come in the past and secured it. Did we 
not tax the circulation of State banks 10 per cent. when 5 per cent. 
would have retired every dollar of it? Was not this taxing one busi- 
hess out of existence, and a business which did not seek to furnish un- 

food to the people? 
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Now, Mr. irm< is counterfeit | ,,. , . - ; 
» Mr. Chairman, this co They see their lands and homes going to ruin, and if their prayer for 
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The average dairyman can not come here to represent his interests. 
If he could we should have two millions here to-day urging the adop- 
tion of measures for relief, for from one end of the country to the other 
they are aroused as no class of farmers were ever stirred up before. 


relief is not granted their industry is doomed. 

They would come here in person and voice their sentiments, but a 
trip to Washington would cost more than the profits that a majority 
realized last year. They must remain at home and to 
to keep from bankruptcy 

They have kept away from Congress for ten years, trying all other 
means, only to find the evil growing daily and the dairy business de- 
clining, until now we must have relief or the nation loses an important 
industry. 

Our creameries in the West can take the cream from the farm, make 
the butter, using a plant worth $5,000 and acapital of $5,000 more, em- 
ploy one skilled manand other help, and place the butter pure and un- 
edulterated in Eastern markets for 6 to 7 cents above the price of the 
cream;- but with butter at 15 cents, as to-day, cream is worth 8 cents 
in the Northwest, and that price makes cows worth $20 or less, and the 
farmer’s fifteen hours’ hard work worth 50 cents. We do not expect 
high prices, nor ask it; we can live with butter at 20 to 25 cents in New 
York. 

Now as to a war on low-priced food, the fraud has not been retailed 
at lower prices than ordinary butter, and has not been sold to any ex- 
tent to the consumer only as butter. 

And right here let me say that this bill does not prevent the manu- 
facture and sale of oleomargarine, nor does it lay a tax upon that arti- 
cle if made with its natural color, but simply taxes the article when 
colored and made in semblance of butter or mixed with butter; leav- 
ing the market open for the sale of the uncolored grease, and the cheap 
food can be sold untaxed, the poor man and the rich can buy it and use 
it and mix it in his own way, with his own butter, for his own use, but 
not for sale. 

This bill strips the 
terfeiting, and leaves 
it invade all markets 
grease.’’ 
name. 

We have in the bill even left the name butterine, which is sodear to 
those Chicago gentlemen and which covers a great majority of their 
goods and a multitude of sins; but while they can use that name for 
their goods, they are prohibited from mixing butter or coloring matter 
with it without paying a tax. Now, is this an unjust act? I believe 
we have no more right to allow this fraud than we have to allow coun- 
terfeiting of money. In both cases the innocent suffer. If it is un- 
just to prevent counterfeiting, then this may be unjust. 

This is no local question; the cow is cosmopolitan; pure butter ought 
to be so; and while I think that the uncolored neutral, which may still 
be sold under the name of butterine or other names which may be in- 
vented, ought to be inspected by competent chemists and microscopists 
before being sold, yet we are now dealing with this one question, and 
it is a step in the right direction, and I hope the bill will pass. [Ap- 
plause. ] 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. WISE having taken the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, having had 
under consideration House bill No. 8328, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. HATCH (at 11 o’clock p. m.), the House 
adjourned. 


land straggle 


article of its fraudulent character, prevents coun- 
the article to stand on its own merits, and lets 
under its own name—‘“‘ deodorized’’ or ‘‘ refined 
It is not the product of our dairy, and shall not wear our 


PETITIONS, 


ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BLAND: Petition of C. C. Haggard for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. W. C. P. BRECKINRIDGE: Papers relating to the claim 
of William Watts, of Boone County, Kentucky—to the Committee on 
Claims. 

By Mr. COMSTOCK: Petition of officers, ex-officers, and leading 
citizens, of Grand Rapids, Mich., asking for the adoption of a resolu- 
tion by Congress to amend the Constitution so as to prohibit commu- 
nistic emigrants from coming within the limits of the United States; 
and other amendments—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Memorial of Board of Trade of Elgin, Ill., 
and of Armour & Co. and others, against the proposed oleomargarine 
legislation—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of A. C. Beals, hospital steward United States Army, 
in favor of raising salaries of hospital stewards—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of the municipal authorities of Norfolk, Va., praying 
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for the establishment of a ship-yard at that point—to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. EVERHART: Petition of 1,124 citizens interested in railroads, 
praying for an appropriation to carry out the plans for the ization 
of section of steam transportation in the United States National Mu- 
seum to perpetuate the history of steam transportation—to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of Allen Morse and 36 others, citizens of 
Calais, Vt., fora tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agricult- 
ure, 

By Mr. HEWITT: Petition in the matter of William C. Phelan—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KELLEY: Petition of citizens of Wellsborough, Pa., praying 
for an increase of duties on wool, worsted, and woolen goods and yarns— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MARTIN: Petition of 8. D. J. Moon, of Jefferson County, 
Alabama, on the subject of taxation—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Petitions on behalf of the American Agricult- 
ural and Dairy Association and 1,760 dairy farmers in the States of Il- 
linois, Missouri, Vermont, Indiana, Maine, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Iowa, New York, Nebraska, Colorado, California, 
Kansas, Maryland, Ohio, and Michigan, praying for the passage of 
House bill 8328, placing the manufacture and sale of imitations of but- 
ter under the control of the United States Department of Internal Rev- 
enue and taxing them 10 cents a pound—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

By Mr. RIGGS: Petition of C. B. Wells, of Adams, II1., for taxation 
of oleomargarine—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ROMEIS: Petition of Ellen Scranton and Hannah Scranton 
Stoner, heirs of Elizabeth Whitaker, for relief—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. SENEY: Petition of Albert Buskirk and 161 others, citizens 
of Seneca County, Ohio, for taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Also, affidavit in support of House bill 9103, for the relief of Mary 
A. Huffman—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WEBER: Petition for the establishment of postal-savings 
banks—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WHEELER: Petition of Joel R. Love; of Mollie Beaver, ad- 
ministratrix of William Beaver, deceased; and of John Smith, asking 
that claims, with accompanying papers, be referred to the Court of 
Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of a law 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. J.S. HENDERSON: Of citizens of Randolph County, North 
Carolina. 

By Mr. 8ENEY: Of citizens of Wood County, Ohio. 

By Mr. VOORHEES: Of citizens of Tacoma and Whatcom, Wash. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BuTLEer, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


JOHN PD. HAM—VETO MESSAGE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was read, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate of the United Slates : 


I return without approval Senate bill No. 1998, entitled “An act for the relief 
of John D. Ham,” which grants a pension to the party named. 

The claiment alleges that he enrolled in the Army in Jaguar. 1862, and was 
“sworn in at his own home ;” thatthe nextday be started on horseback to go 
to the ment he was to join, and that on the way his horse fell upon his left 
ankle, whereby he sustained an injury which enti him to a pension. 

His name is not borne upon any of rolis of the regiment healleges he was 
on his way fo join. 

‘ He filed ae o eee . ~ seadion, Bureau oie 17, - 

seventeen years ury), W was ntly on the 
nd that he was not in the mili ice when the 

neurred. He was drafted in 1863 

It is entirely clear that this claimant was not in the m' 
time he claims to have been injured ;* and his conduct in remain 
til he was drafted, nearly two years 
regard himself as in the mean time ons one military duty. 

These considerations and the further that upon Cae here been 
accepted as physically qualified for service, that he actually served 
® year and eight months, and that he waited seventeen years before claiming 
pension for his injury, in my mind — acase SS claimant is en- 
titled to no relief even if charity, of just GROY invoked. 


is 
r VER CLEVELAND, 
EXEcUTIVE Mansion, May 25, 1886. 
DAVID W. HAMILTON—VETO MESSAGE. | 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
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message from the President of the United States; which was read, ro. 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed: 
To the Senate of the United States: 


I herewith return: without oo Senate bill No. 1290, entitled “41 a, t 
granting a pension to David W. milton.” - 

A claim for pension filed _— in November, 1879, was rejected by the po». * 
sion eee on the ground that his alleged disability existed prior to his en) \.:. 
men 

An examination of the records in the Adjutant-General’s Office and a «tai. 
ment from the Pension Bureau derived from the claimant's application there fo, 
pension, with a reference to the report of the committee to whom this bili was 
referred, disclose the owing facts: F 

The claimant was mustered in the service as first lieutenantin September, 35) 
and as captain June 12, 1862. He is reported as present with his company tj} 
the 30th of that month, For the six months immediately following the jaiter 
date he is reported as“ absent sick,” and for the ten months next succeed ing and 
until October 27, 1863, as “absent on detached service.” On the day last men. 
tioued he tendered his resignation at Camp Morton, in the State of Indiana, to 
enable him to accept an appointment as captain in the Invalid Corps. He was 
thereupon so nted upon account of “ chronicenlargement of the spermatic 
cord, of several years’ standing, consequent upon h le.” He remained in 
the a until July 12, 1864, when upon the tender of his resignation jie 
was > 

Less than four months afterward, and on the 6th day of November, 164, he 
was mustered in the service as a captain in another ment of volunteers, and 
= = day of November, 1865, again tendered his resignation, and was 

nay 


ischarged. 
Upon his application for pension under the general law, fourteen years there- 
after, he admitted that he suffered from hydrocele as early as 1856, but claimed 
that an — then performed for the same given him permanent relief. 

It will seen that claimant’s term of service was liberally interspersed 
with sick leave, detached service, resignations, and membership ir the Invalid 
Corps. Headmits having the trouble which would naturally result in his alleged 
disability long before he entered the service ; the surgeon upon whose certificate 
he was appemates to the Invalid Corps must have stated to him the character of 
his difficulty and that it was chronic; no application for pension was made un- 
til fourteen years after his disc’ and just prior tothe expiration of the time 
within which la — might have been claimed. There is no hint of 
any medical ony at all contradicting the certificate of the Army surgeon 
made in 1863; but it is stated in the report of the committee that he can not pro- 
cure medical testimony as to his soundness before entering the service because 


his family ph ian isdead. If he had filed his application earlier it would 
have nope in better faith, and it may be that he could have secured the evi- 
dence of his family physician if it was of the character he desired. 

After the Pension Bureau has been in 


anes for a score of years since the 
late civil war, equipped with thousands of employés charged with no other duty 
except the ascertainment and adjustment of the claims of our discharged so!- 


diers and their surviving relatives, it seems to me thata stronger case than this 
should be - 
ic) 


nted to justify the passage of a —- act, twenty-three years 
— an alleged disabii ity, wy & pension ae pas | vag mea by the 
ureau y organ or the pu oO owin © same under just 
saree ina anes avon 
Iam by no means insensible to that influence which leads the judgment to- 
ward the allowance of every claim alleged to be founded upén patriotic service 
in the nation’s cause. And = I neither believe it to be a duty nor a kindness 
to the worthy citizens for whose benefit our scheme of pensions was provided 
to permit the diversion of the nation’s bounty to objects not within its scope and 


urpose. 
. GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXEcvuTIvVE MANsIon, May 25, 1836. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to a resolution 
of February 8, 1886, reports of engineer officers, with maps, &c., as to 
providing the water supply of the capital with filters and other appli- 
ances for cleansing and purifying the water; which was read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The communication from the Sec- 
retary of War will be printed, and the question of printing the maps, 
&e., will be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BUTLER. The communication should be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. VEST presented resolutions adopted by the Fruit and Produce 


Exchange of City, Mo., in favor of the passage of the bill placing 
a tax of 10 cents ay — upon oleo and butterine; which 
were referred to mmittee on Agriculture and Forestry. 


Mr. HALE. I present a petition of the East Maine Annual Confer- 


ence of the Methodist Epi Church, composed of eighty-six minis- 
ters and representing t thousand eight hundred and one church 
members, praying for legislation by Congress providing measures of 


protection which shall enable the officers of the law to suppress efforts 
to drive out Chinese residents and to secure to such residents life, lib- 


erty, and the pursuit of happiness. I move the reference of the peti- 
tion to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr COCKRELL. I = f 
r. present a petition signed by a number of attor- 
neys of Saint Louis, Mo., stitienden Congress to provide a Federal code 


of procedure, and to invite each State and Territory to aid in its prep- 
&e. I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on 
, before which the bill for that purpose is pending. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CALL presented a petition of citizens of Marion County, Florida, 
pra: for an extension of the railroad oe the State of Florida; 
w was referred to the Committee on Lands. o 
Mr. MILLER. ——_ @ petition of Local Assembly No. 6157, 
Knights of Labor, Schaghticoke, and District Association No. 6°, 
Knights of Labor, of Troy, in the State of New York, praying for the de- 
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feat of the so-called Morrison tariff bill, and that the tariff be increased 
to protect icultural, mechanical, mining, and manufacturing in- 
dustries of the United States. The petition is properly certified by the 
officers of the two assemblies. I move the reference of the petitions to 
the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of William J. Ubler, of Leb- 
anon, Pa., praying for additional legislation in his favor upon his pen- 
sion certificate; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of M. L. Childs and 25 other 
citizens of Bakersfield, Vt., praying for legislation taxing oleomarga- 
rine; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present two petitions, one from William H. 
Bliss, United States attorney, eastern district of Missouri, and E. 
Smith, assistant, and another from Mr. John F. Phillips, presiding 
judge of the court of appeals of Kansas City, Mo., praying Congress to 
provide a Federal code of procedure. I move the reference of the pe- 
titions to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVARTS presented a petition of 17 physicians of Albany, N. Y., 
praying for the passage of a bill re-establishing the National Board of 
Health; which was referred to the Committee on Epidemic Diseases. 

Mr. EVARTS. I present the petition of Margaret Madden, widow of 
Christopher Madden, late a private in Company B, Eighty-fourth Regi- 
ment New York Volunteers, praying for the passage of a special act of 
Congress granting her a pension. As the bill has been reported favora- 
bly, I move that the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GRAY presented the petition of L. P. Bush, M. D., and other cit- 
izens of New Castle County, Delaware, praying for the re-establishment 
of the National Board of Health; which was referred to the Committee 
on Epidemic Diseases. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amendment, 
and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (S. 2478) granting a pension to John Wines; 

A bill ti R. 7162) granting a pension to Martha MclIlwain; 

A bill (H. R. 6250) to increase the pension of Thomas A. Rowley; 

A bill (H. R. 8111) granting a pension to Rebecca Roberts; 

A bill (H. R. 2242) restoring to the pension-roll the name of K. G. 
Dillings; 

A bill (H. R. 1142) granting a pension to Lydia Hadlock; 

A bill (H. R. 7703) granting a pension to Anna A. Probert; 

A bill Ha R. 7931) increasing the pension of Clark Boon; and 

A bill (H. R. 7914) to increase the pension of David M. Rennoc. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instructed by the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, to which was referred the bill (S. 2207) to amend and enlarge 
the act approved June 18, 1878, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the dis- 
tribution of the awards made under the convention between the United 
States of America and the Republic of Mexico, concluded on the 4th 
day of July, 1868,”’ respecting the Benjamin Weil business, to report 
it favorably with an amendment, and I ask leave on behalf of the com- 
mittee and for the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN], who is on ac- 
count of illness in his family necessarily absent, and who prepared the 
report on this bill, to submit that report as and for Mr. MORGAN from 
the committee at a later day, when it shall have been put in shape. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar, and leave will be granted as requested to file the report here- 
after, there no objection. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 559) for the relief of George F. Roberts, adminis- 
trator of the estate of William B. Thayer, deceased, surviving partner 
of Thayer Brothers and others, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a thereon. 

Mr. DOLPH, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 1865) to pay J. C. Hamner, as administrator of George M. 
Hamner, , the proceeds of certain cotton, submitted an adverse 
ing which was agreed to; and the bill was postponed indefi- 
nitely. 

Mr. FAIR, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 749) for the relief of R. G. Huston & Co., moved its indefinite 
which was agreed to; and he submitted a report, accom- 

(S. 2529) for the relief of R. G. Huston & Co.; which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. of Oregon, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 
was referred the bili (S. 2155) for the relief of John Wightman, moved 


its indefinite t, which was agreed to; and he submitted a 
report accompanied by a bill (S. 2530) for the relief of the legal repre- 
— John Wightman, deceased; which was read twice by its 


Mr. VAN WYCK, from the Committee on the Improvement of the 
Mississippi River, submitted a report to accompany the bill (S. 546) to 
make the Lake Borgne outlet, to are the low-water navigation of 
the Mississippi River from New Orleans, La., to Cairo, Ill., and inci- 
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dentally to reclaim and protect the valley lands of the Mississippi River 
and tributaries from overflow without levees, heretofore reported by 
him. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. ° 
Mr. MILLER introduced a bill (S. 2531) granting a pension to Sarah 


C. Camly; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


He also introduced a bill (S. 2532) for the relief of Mrs. M. R. Cas- 


ler; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 


He also introduced a bill (S. 2533) for the relief of E. Remington & 


Sons; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 


Mr. VAN WYCK introduced the following bills; which were sever- 


ally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions: 


A bill (S. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (S. 


2534) granting a pension to John H. Austin; 

2535) granting a pension to K. T. Hammond; 

2536) granting a pension to Thomas Brooks; 

2537) granting a pension to Shelton Flannigan; 

2538) granting an increase of pension to W. H. Morton; 


A bill (S. 2039) granting a pension to R. B. Powell. 

Mr. GRAY introduced a bill (S. 2540) for the relief of D. E. Down- 
ing; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STANFORD introduced a bill (S. 2541) to authorize the estab- 
lishment of export tobacco manufactories, and for drawback upon im- 
ported articles used in manufacturing exported tobacco; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SPOONER (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2542) to pay John 
Pope Hodnett for services rendered as counsel to the Government in 
the investigation into affairs of the District of Columbia, acting as such 
counsel by order of a resolution of the House of Representatives; also 
for acting as counsel for the workingmen of the District of Columbia 
for fifteen years last past; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 2543) granting a pension to 
Jacob Mix and repealing the existing law; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (S. 2544) to increase the pension of 
Adrian C. Dodge; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I introduce a bill to provide for the confinement 
of inebriates in the Government Hospital for the Insane, which I ask 
to have referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and I 
hope the committee will give it early attention. 

It appears on examination, strangely enough, that under the laws in 
force in this District there is no power even to appoint a guardian of an 
inebriate and no power to restrain him against his will. Such power 
is limited to insane persons. I therefore hope the committee will give 
the bill early attention. 
The bill (S. 2545) to provide for the confinement of inebriates in the 
Government Hospital for the Insane was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 2546) granting a pension to 
Elijah E. Smedley; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


AMENDMENT TO AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CALL submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the agricultural appropriation bill; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


RENT OF BUILDINGS IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. VAN WYCK submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to inform the Senate 


what buildings are rented in the city of Washington for the use of the United 
States, and the annua! rent of each. 


RESTORATION OF NAVAL CADETS. 

Mr. SAWYER. I move that the Senate now proceed to the consid- 
eration of the Calendar of private unobjected pension cases. 

Mr. BUTLER. Before that is done I should be very glad to give 
notice of my intention to call up the bill (S. 371) limiting a portion of 
an act entitled ‘‘ An act making appropriations for the naval service for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1883, and for other purposes.’’ The 
bill was reached on the Calendar and passed over on account of the ab- 
sence of the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. He isin his seat now, 
and I shall ask the Senate after the routine morning business on Fri- 
day morning to take the bill up and dispose of it. 

Mr. PLATT. What is the bill? 

Mr. BUTLER. It is the bill restoring those cadets to the Navy who 
were legislated out of the Navy. 

Mr. SAWYER. Is the bill likely to require much discussion? 
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Mr. BUTLER. I do not intend to call it up this morning. I give 
notice that on Friday morning I shall ask the Senate to consider the 
bill. 

RECONSIDERATION OF PENSION BILLS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Wisconsin moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of unobjected pension bills 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. BECK. Before that is done, I ask the unanimous consent of the 
Senate for an order regarding three pension bills—the bill (H. R. 6039) 
for the relief of Greenville R. Hale, the bill (H. R. 6045) granting a 
pension to Adam Feltner, and the bill (H. R. 6457) granting a pension 
to Alfred Pickelsimer. These bills were reported adversely and indef- 
initely postponed. I ask that the order of indefinite postponement 
may be set aside and that the bills be recommitted to the Committee 
on Pensions. The Senator from Tennessee [Mr. WHITTHORNE] made 
the reports; and one of my colleagues in the other House who reported 
the bills there thinks he has some additional proof. I believe there 
will be no objection to the bills going back to the committee. I ask 
that that order be made. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kentucky moves 
to reconsider the action of the Senate by which the pension bills named 
by him were indefinitely postponed, and that they be recommitted to 
the Committee on Pensions. If there be no objection the several or- 
ders will be made. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. T. O. TowL&Es, 
its Chief Clerk, returned to the Senate, in compliance with its request, 
the bill (S. 356) granting a pension to Samuel Hanson. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by the 
President pro tempore: 

A bill (8. 91) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act to grant a right of 
way for a railroad and telegraph line through the lands of the Choc- 
taw and Chickasaw Nations of Indians to the Saint Louis and San 
Francisco Railway Company, and for other purposes; ”’ 

A bill (S. 2136) for the reliefof Edward Fenlon; 

A bill (8. 767) for the relief of John Leathers; 

A bill (8. 327) granting a pension to James E. O’Shea; 

A bill (S. 788) granting a pension to John L. Bruce; 

A bill (8. 789) granting a pension to John 8. Williams; 

A bill (S. 895) granting a pension to Rachel Fleming Cellar; 

A bill (8. 1224) granting @ pension to William Bethuren; 

A bill (8. 1169) granting a pension to John 8. Bridges; 

A bill (8. 1235) granting an increase of pension to Joseph W. Rhine- 
halt; 

A bill (8. 1 

A bill (8. 

A bill eS 

8. 


257) granting a pension to Henry Shively; 
an granting a pension to Sarah E. Henry; 
1726) granting a pension to Augustus Field Stevens; 
A bill 1770) granting a pension to J. H. Thornbury; 
A bill (S. 2022) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Hattie A. 
Burnett; and 


A bill (8. 1357) granting a pension to Sarah A. Thomas. 
JOHN W. FARRIS. 


Mr. SAWYER. I now move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of private — bills unobdjected to. 

The motion was agreed to 

The PRESIDENT protempore. 
class will be announced. 

The Cuter CLERK. Order of Business 1053, Senate bill 2045—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. The case just before that, the bill (H. R. 6136) 
granting an increase of pension to John W. Farris, was laid over the 
other day at the instance of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLatr]. 
I ask that that bill be now taken up. I wish to make an explanation 
in regard to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the bill indi- 
cated by the Senator from Missouri will be first considered. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
bill. It proposes to increase the pension of John W. Farris, late first 
lieutenant and adjutant ofthe Forty-eighth Mlinois Volunteers, for dis- 
ease of eyes, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension 
laws. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The question was, and I thought the Senator 
from Connecticut was right at the time, that there ought to be some 
amount specified as to the increase; but I have examined the matter 
and conferred with the Pension Office, and I find that the bill is right. 
If the bill is passed the Pension Office will rate the pension for sore 
eyes according to the degree of the disability resulting from the sore 
eyes, and they can increase or decrease it, justas the evidence may show 
the disability to exist. 

Therefore the bill is right, and it will simply give the Pension Office 
the power to grant the claimant a rating for sore eyes, the Pension 


Office having declined to t a pension on that score, but granted it 
for another matter. 


Mr. PLATT. I had no objection whatever to the bill. 


The first case on the Calendar of this 
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Mr. COCKRELL. I understand that. 

Mr. PLATT. But I feared that it would not accomplish the object 
which was intended. However, if the Senator, having examined ;;. 
thinks it will, I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I agreed fully with the Senator at the time ang 
thought he was right, but on ascertaining the rule in the Pension oy. 
fice I find that he was not. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, orde: 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. SARAH HAMILTON. 


The bill (S. 2045) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah Hamilton was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mrs. Sarah Hamilton, widow of Thomas Hay. 
ilton, deceased, late a private in Company G, Thirty-seventh Reyiment 
of Iowa Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. ABBIE B. HEATH. 


The bill (S. 1997) granting a pension to Mrs. Abbie B. Heath was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Abbie B. Heath, widow of John T. Heath, late 
of Company B, Twenty-fourth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Sawyer 
May 4, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1997) granting 
a pension to Abbie B, Heath, have examined the same, and report: 

That the records in this case show that claimant is the widow of Jo 
Heath, late a corporal in Company B, Twenty-fourth Regiment Sediane a Vi 
unteers, and who was wounded in battle May 16, 1863, for which the soldier was 
pensioned July 30, 1864. 

The records show also that from the date of the wound until the date of the 
soldier’s death (October 20, 1880) the disabilities of the soldier steadily increased 
which is testified to by the attending physician, and that the soldier's death 
was “caused by the wound and exhaustion of his system resulting from 
ae area. e 

ate nto consideration all the evidence on file in this case, the commit: 
believe it to be their duty to report in favor of the bill, and recommend its pas 
sage. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM DICKENS. 

The bill (S. 2269) granting a pension to William Dickens was con 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of William Dickens, late of Company A, Twenty- 
fourth Regiment Missouri Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARTHA J. TODD. 


The bill (S. 2215) granting a pension to Mary G. Todd, widow of Dr. 
R. ek Todd, late of Indianapolis, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions 
change the name ‘‘ Mary G. Tod 
make the bill read: 


l to 


an amendment, in line 6, to 
- **Martha J. Todd;’’ so as to 


Beit é&c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au 
thorized and rected to place on the pension-roll, su to the provisions and 
THenthations of the pension laws, the name of Martha J. Todd, widow of Dr. L. 
N. Todd, late a surgeon in the ea Army. 

The amendment was 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill granting a pension to 
Martha J. Todd, widow of Dr. R. N. Todd, late of Indianapolis, Ind.’’ 

LAURINDA G. CUMMINGS. 

The bill (S. ting an increase of pension to Laurinda ( 

——— was ‘ehioen as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
lace on the pension-roll the name of Laurinda G. Cummings, widow 

of Brig. Gen. ev ottet W. Cummings, at $50 per month, instead of 
the pension she now receives; but nothing in the act is to entitle her to 
arrears of pension. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ELIZABETH CROWLEY. 


The bill (H. R. 5332) ting to Elizabeth Crowley was 
considered as in Committee fee of te Whole. It roposes to place on tlie 
Soil the mamas of Kitesbeth Ceowhny, witont of Thowses Crowley, 
te of Company G, Ninth Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JOHN HUNTER. 


The bill (H. R. 1990) a to John Hunter was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the _aeeeey on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of John Hunter, late of Company H, Second Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry. 














1886. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EMMA M. SHINER. 


The bill (H. R. 5331) granting a pension to Emma M. Shiner was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Emma M. Shiner, widow of Robert T. Shiner, 
late a private in Company B, Third Regiment New Jersey Cavalry Vol- 

teers. 
othe bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOSEPH E. VAN HOEN. 


The bill (H. R. 4723) granting a pension to Joseph E. Van Horn was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 

psion-roll the name of Joseph E. Van Horn, late veterinary surgeon 
of Company B, Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BENJAMIN 8S. WOLVERTON. 


The bill (H. R. 5336) granting a pension to Benjamin S. Wolverton 
was considered asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Benjamin 8. Wolverton, late a private in 
Company A, Fifteenth Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PHILIP DERBMER. 


The bill (H. R. 5335) granting a pension to Philip Deremer was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name ‘of Philip Deremer, late a private in Company B, 
Thirty-first Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be readinthatcase. , 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SEwELL 
May 4, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.5335) grant- 
ing a pension to Philip Deremer, have examined the same, and report as fol- 
ows: 

The committee find from the papers in this case that this soldier was a private 
in Company B, Thirty-first Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. 

He claims pension upon disabilities resulting from sun-stroke while on duty 
at Falmouth, Va., in 1863. 
jan claim was rejected on the ground that there was no record of such dis- 
abilities. 

Dr, P. G. Creveling, his family physician, makes affidavit that at the time of 
enlistment he was a sound, healthy man, and was in no way subject to nervous 
or chronic disease. There are nine affidavits made by as many of his neigh- 
bors, intimate with him before his enlistment, who, from personal knowledge, 
testify that he had never been troubled with sun-stroke or epileptic convulsions 
therefrom previous to entering the service, and they had known him as a 
strong and robust man. 

Three of the soldier swear that they saw him when attacked by 
sunstroke on dress parade, and that of their own knowledge he suffered from 
epileptic fits and convulsions while he remained in the service, and was treated 
therefor by Dr. Jennings, one of the regimental su ns, and another comrade 
heard the surgeon say it was sun-stroke,as the claimant was ee carried 
away. These comrades were all present at the time, as is shown by the Adju- 
tant-General’s reports, and from the pension inquiries are shown to be men of 
truth and veracity. 

The testimony since the soldier's discharge is abundant as showing him to 
be continuously subject to epileptic convulsions, nine of his neighbors and em- 
ployers mak affidavits to that effect; and further, that they are so frequent 
as to render unfit for any but the lightest labor and that at infrequent 
periods. Dr. 8. A. McCash treated him for these convulsions, and states in his 
evidence that he was disabled from continuous work,and upon examination 
could find nothing to show hereditary troubles of this nature. The testimony 
of other physicians verifies these statements. ; 

The committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JENET L. JOHNSON. 


The bill (H. R. 5702) granting a pension to Jenet L. Johnson was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
nsion-roll the name of Jenet I Johnson, widow of John Johnson, 
a private in Company K, Fifteenth Regiment of New Jersey Vol- 


unteers. 
reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 





The bill was 
athird reading, read the third time, and passed. _ 
DARIUS M. SEAMAN. 


The bill (H. R. 1279) granting a pension to Darius M. Seaman was 
considered as in It proposes to place on the 
the name of Darius M. Seaman, late of Company C, One 
and fiftieth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
read the third time, and passed. 


LEWIS TYUS. 


R. 247) ting a pension to Lewis Tyus was consid- 
of the Whole. It to place the name of 

eee yD, Santa Fé Battalion (mounted), 

pension-roll at the rate of $40 per month. 

Let the report be read in that case. The bill 

amount. 


Ey 
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The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. CoL- 
QUITT May 4, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 247) grant- 
ing a pension to Lewis Tyus, have carefully examined the same, and recom- 
mend the passage of the bill. 

The subjoined House report 
ment of the facts: 

Lewis Tyus enlisted as a private in Company A, Captain Augney’s Battalion 
of Missouri Volunteers, on the 15th day of June, 1846, at Fort Leavenworth, to 
serve in the Mexican war. He was honorably discharged at Santa Fé, June I, 
1847. He re-enlisted for the war at Santa Fé, July 13, 1847, and was honorably 
discharged at Independence, Mo., on the 27th of October, 1848, as a private in 
Company D, Santa Fé Battalion Missouri Volunteers. 

Mr. Tyus while in the service contracted scurvy, and from the effects of the 
disease lost his teeth and lost almost the sight of both his eyes 





which the committee adopt, is a correct state- 


He is nearly 


totally blind. He has not been able to find any surviving comrade or comn #is- 
sioned officer or surgeon by whom he could prove the foregoing facts. No 1¢c- 
ord can be found showing his treatment for this disease; but none can be found 
contradicting in any particular his sworn statement. He is supported in all 


other respects by the records in the Adjutant-General's Office. His present con 
dition of blindness, now nearly complete, is fully established. A large number 
of reputable citizens, his neighbors, who have known him for periods ranging 
frém ten to twenty-five years, certify to his good character and trustworthiness, 
and state they have always found him honorable, upright, and truthfal. Mr. 
Turner, a member of the House, knows him and believes his statements. Mr. 
Tyus was also a soldier in the Seminole war of 1836. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 








MARY MARTIN. 

The bill (S. 2232) granting a pension to Mary Martin was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Mary Martin, widow of Thomas Martin, late a private 
in Company C, Second Massachusetts Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WEEDEN. 

The bill (H. R. 8085) granting a pension to Amos C. Weeden was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Amos C. Weeden, on account of disabilities 
contracted while serving under a commission as a captain in the Sixth 
Regiment of Rhode Island Voftunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case.: 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. AL- 
DRICH May 4, 1886: 


_ The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (HH. R. 8085) grant 
ing a pension to Amos C. Weeden, have examined the same,and adopt the re- 
port of the House of Representatives, No. 1785, of the present Congress 


[House Report No. 1785, Forty-ninth Congress, first session. } 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions have received from the Commissioner of 
Pensions a letter dated February 3, 13886, of which the following is a copy 

“Under the joint resolution approved May 29, 1830, which providesthat meri 
torious cases for which there is no provision of the general law be transmitted 
to Congress, I have the honor to transmit herewith the papers in the case of 
Amos C, Weeden, late second lieutenant and captain and acting assistant quar 
termaster, artillery brigade and First Division, Fifth Army Corps, application 
No, 209047, to consider the propriety of placing his name on the pension-ro!}! 
It appears from the evidence in the case that he rendered service in good faith 
from April 22, 1862,and November L5, 1862, respectively, under commissions from 
the governor of Rhode Island,and was recognized as of those grades at the 
time by the duly constituted authorities of the United States. It also appears 
that while he was thus engaged he became disabled, and was discharged March 
3, 1868, upon surgeon's certificate of disability because of subacute inflammation 
of the neck of the bladder, and has been troubled with his urinary organs con- 
tinuously since his discharge. The claimant filed an application for pension 
October 12, 1875, alleging injury to back,resulting in spasmodic rheumatism, 
and in asubsequent declaration filed October 15,1885, he alleges that the afore- 
said injury also resulted in inflammation of the bladder and kidneys, and the 
claim was rejected January 29, 1886, upon the ground that claimant is not rec- 
ognized as having been an officer of the United States Army, as shown by the 
report of the Adjutant-General, United States Army, in this case, under date of 
January 14, 1886. 

“In view of the fact that the soldier did perform good and valuable services, 
and became disabled while in the said service, and is still suffering from dis- 
abilities, the result of his said military service, it seems to be a case worthy of 
the consideration of Congress with a view to special legislation to give title.”’ 

Accompanying the letter above quoted came the original papers filed in this 
case in the Pension Office, including the commissions issued by the governor 
of Rhode Island and other original papers relating to claimant since. 
jutant-General reports that— 

“Amos C, Weeden enlisted asa private in Company A, First Rhode Island 
Artillery, June 6,1861, and discharged April 22, 1362, to accept promotion to sec- 
ond lieutenant in Sixth Rhode Island Volunteers. Can not be recognized as a 
commissioned officer of Sixth Rhode Island Volunteers, said regiment having 
failed of organization. He appearsto have entered on duty without muster, and 
is first borne on muster-roll of Company D, Fifth United States Artillery, for 
March and April, 1862, as second lieutenant Sixth Rhode Island Volunteers, by 
order of governor of Rhode Island, April 22,1863. Assistant quartermaster di- 
vision of artillery by special order No. 147, Porter's division, April 25,1862, Drew 
pay as second lieutenant Sixth Rhode Island Volunteers on muster and pay roll 
of Company D, United States Artillery, to September 30, 1862. Was relieved 
from duty with the division artillery and assigned to duty as acting assistant 
quartermaster, Griffin’s brigade, July 27, 1862. He first appears as captain in 
orders from division headquarters, announcing him as assistant quartermaster 
of First Division Fifth Army Corps, November 15, 1862. There is no record of 
his having been paid as captain. The following order also appears of record; 

“Special Orders No. 46.—Extract. } 
“ HEADQUARTERS FirtH Army Corps, 
“Camp near Falmouth, Va., March 3, 1863. 

“The following-named officers, having tendered their resignations, are hon- 
orably d from the military service of the United States on surgeon's 
certi of disability : 

~ Capt, Amos C. Weeden, Sixth Rhode Island Volunteers. Z 

* - + = 


AMOS C. 


The Ad- 


“By command of Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade. 
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Notwithstanding all this evidence of service in his possession, the Adjutant- 
General, under date of January 14, 1886, positively refuses to recognize Weeden 
as an officer in the service for the reason that the Sixth Rhode Island Volun- 
teers failed to complete its organization, and that he declined his appointment 
as captain and assistant quartermaster of volunteers. 

The declination of this appointment was due, however, to disability con- 
tracted prior thereto. 

ical examinations show claimant greatly disabled by reason of disease of 
kidneys and rheumatism, disabilities shown to have been contracted in the 
service and line of duty. 

Your committee concur in the opinion of the Commissioner of Pensions that 
the case is worthy of the consideration of Congress, and that, inasmuch as the 
technical ruling of the Adjutant-General would defeat a meritorious claim, re- 
lief should be afforded to the claimant, and therefore beg leave to submit the 
accompanying bill and ask that it do pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 





GRACE F. EDES. 


The bill (S. 2144) granting an increase of pension to Grace F. Edes 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Grace F. Edes, widow of Benjamin Long 
Edes, late a lieutenant-commander in the United States Navy, at the 
rate of $50 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


ROBERT BEARD. 


The bill (H. R. 5899) to place the name ot Robert Beard on the pen- 
sion-roll was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to place the name of Robert Beard, late of Company B, One hundred 
and first Regiment United States Colored Troops, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
® third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELLEN CRYMBLE. 


The bill (H. R. 1548) for the relief of Ellen Crymble was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It yepes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Ellen Crymble, widow of Stephen mble, formerly 
a member of Company E, Seventy-ninth Regiment New York State 
Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOEL D. MONROE. 


The bill (H. R. 4058) for the relief of Joel D. Monroe was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Joel D. Monroe, late a private in Company C, One 
hundred and eleventh New York Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HENRY HIPPLE, JR. 


The bill (H. R. 6897) granting a pension to Henry Hipple, jr., was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Henry Hipple, jr., late a musician in Com- 


pany H, One hundred and twenty-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read, that we may see why the 
musician should draw a pension. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAin 
May 4, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. grant- 
ing a pension to Henry Hipple, jr., have examined the same, and ; 

Your committee have carefully considered the facts of this case, av the 
statement of them as set forth in the rt of the Committee on In Pen- 
sions of the House of Representatives (House Report No. 1501) hereto annexed, 
and recommend the of the bill. 

H Hipple enlisted “in Company H, One hundred and twenty-seventh 
Pen ania Volunteers, as a musician, August 6, 1862, and was d 
M 

He ms a pension on account of rheumatism, alleged to have been con- 
tracted at or near Port Tobacco, Md., about November 29, 1862. 

The Pension Office rejected the claim on the ground that there is no record of 
treatment, in service or since, or other satisfactory evidence of incurrence. 
ae of the Adjutant-General’s office furnish no evidence of alleged 

ity. 

The Senet of examinin 


surgeons at Harrisburg, Pa., certify, in their report 
‘ollows: 


due, y, to rheumatic endocarditis; blowing sound well marked. He 
that he suffers pain in limbs, and y in lumbar region, during 
Se ae F. Mish August 13, 1882, that he was famil 
—Dr. x was 
phiysician of claimant's falber prior and up to , and that claimant was sound; 
that from 1857 to 1860 the 'y was attended by Dr. James Lowe, who is now 
ead ; claimant was a sound man at enlistment, and that if he had been 
haere he would have known it. 


vid Hyde and Samuel F. Treley, in affidavit filed August 13, 1882, testify 
ent thay oe me ec (= - —— uenheeciapcnens hcommed tat 


man, and free 
In .—Claimant states that he was not treated while in service. 
Lieut, Isaiah Willis testifies that claimant 


at or near 
Port Tobacco, Md., about November 2, in lineof duty. Know 
from having been first lieutenant of the company, and being present in com- 
man e time. 
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elmanvtn-Gainemt testifies that he has not had medical treatmen « 
ischarge. 

Lieut. Isaiah Willis, August 13, 1882, testifies that at different periods the 
— sinced claimant has bad attacks of rheumatism so ba , 
nim from following his occu 

David Hyde and Samuel 
ant Willis. 

It thus appears that this claimant was well when he entered the service - tj, 
he contracted rheumatism while in it, which disease still continues, «:, -. 
sulted in valvular disease of the heart. The board of examining surgeoiys finq 
that the “‘apex of the heart is below the seventh rib and that the left heart j. 
hypertrophied, and rate his disability as three-fourths total.” 

here remains no doubt in the minds of your committee that this soldier j. 
now suffering from disability, the result disease contracted in the 
They therefore report favorably and recommend the passage of the bil! 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES SEBRING. 


The bill (H. R. 3135) granting an increase of pension to Charles Se- 
bring was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
increase the pension of Charles Sebring, late a private in Company F 
of the Forty-eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, to $40 per month, in 
lieu of the pension now received. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Biaig 
May 4, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 3135) crant- 
ing a pension to Charles Sebring, have examined the same, and report 

The facts upon which the increase asked by the above bill are detailed in the 
full report of the Committee on Inwalid Pensions of the House of Representa- 
tives, hereto appended (House report No. 1205), which your committee adopt, 
and recommend that the bill do pass: 

That Mr. Sebring is now receiving a pension of $30 per month on account of 
loss of his leftarm above the elbow by a comes wound received in battle while 


nee 


das to disable 


ion. 
. Treley testify substantially the same as | 


euten- 


Army, 


he was a private in Company F, Forty-eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 

He filed an application for increase of pension on account of additiona! disa- 
ability produ two other wounds, one of the right forearm and the other 
the left h, received in battle at the same time and place as the wound for 
which he is now pensioned. 


This claim for increase was rejected on the 


und that his injuries had not 
resulted in nt total helplessness, and i 


t he is now receiving the high- 
est rate authorized by law for a disability not requiring the regular aid and at- 
tendance of another person. 

The board of surgeons at Kalamazoo, Mich., in their certificates dated Sep- 
tember 28, 1883, state that the examination of the applicant reveals the following 
conditions : 

“*(1) His physical condition is poor; his left arm is offat junction of the upper 
and middle third; the cicatrix is adherent to a large neuroma, which is very 
sensitive and painful. 

(2) A ball entered over the head of the right ulna, fracturing it and making 
its exit on the inner side of the forearm over the ulna, at the junction of the mid- 
dle with the lower third, injuring the ulna nerve. The index finger of the right 
hand can be straightened and the thumb is useful; the other fingers are flexed 
on the palm of the hand, but can be neda little. Hecan a pail and can 
feed himself. Supination and pronation of the forearm fair. e forearm isa 
little shrunken and numb, 

(3) Gunshot wound of left thigh; the ball entered the moe portion of the 
middle third on its outer aspect, fractured or splintered the thigh bone and passed 
downward and inward,and came out on the inner aspect of the lower third. 
The upper portion of the left thigh is three-fourths of an inch smaller than the 
right. Mie complains of weakness of the thigh and pain in walk « 

he wound of the left thigh bas caused a disability which is 
of surgeons at one-half. 

The condition of the right forearm and hand contributes very largely to his 
disability ; and while he is not in a condition of total helplessness entitling him 
to $50 a month, your committee think he is fairly entitled to some increase, and 
therefore recommend the bill be amended giving him $40 per month in lieu of 
the pension now received, and that the bill so amended do pass, 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ISAIAH H. MITCHELL. 

The bill (H. R. 3144) granting a pension to Isaiah H, Mitchell was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Isaiah H. Mitchell, late a private in Company 
C, Twenty-ninth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MISS MARGARET STAFFORD WORTH. 

The bill (S. 2030) granting.a pension to Miss Margaret Stafford Worth 

considered as in Committee of the cere de repens to place on 
roll the name of Miss Margaret S orth, dependent 
ter of Maj. Gen. William J. Worth, at the rate of $50 per month. 
. Let the report be read in that case. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BiB 


May 4, 1886: 
The Committee on to whom was referred the bill (S. 2030) granting 
a pension to Miss Margaret Worth, have examined the same and re- 


‘The claiman Miss Margaret Stafford Worth, is the onl 


by the board 


weet 


surviving unmarried 


daughter ofthe Gen. William J.Worth. She isnow living inthe 
city of Wi with seven of her father's ren to support, in great 
poverty and adequate means She has until now man- 
cl So cannes hens ond these ebikiven, wih coms navictanse, bet eon On 
fined to her bed and ill, so that she will henceforth be dependent oo 
charity. It is ashame the daughter of one of the most dist ished gen- 


erals who ever served this Seenanaen ant Wie gues bis life to F support, 


should be reduced to such an extremity in her old age. Congress has grante 
such relief in cases of far less merit than en oe ene think 
that it would be a tribute to the memory of one of our bravest soldiers. 
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The following papers show the principal facts of this case, and your commit- 
tee report back the bill and recommend that it do pass: 


Petition of Margaret S. Worth to the United States Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives for a pension. 


William Worth, great-grandfather of Maj. Gen. W. J. Worth, United StateS 
Army, left Devonshire, England, on account of religious persecution, landed on 
the New England coast in 1640. Having protected and sheltered a Quaker, he, 
with two rs, took refuge in a small boat, put to sea without chart or com- 
pass, and drifted to the island of Nantucket. There they soon became land 
owners, and resorted to the sea as a profession. Thomas Worth, his grandson, 
in time became an owner of ships, and moved to Hudson, N. Y., where he mar- 
ried, and there William J. Worth was born. 

Atan eS an J. Worth placed himself in the large mercantile house 
of Starr & S , in Albany, N. Y., where he served as clerk until, the war of 
1812 breaking out, he was offered and accepted the position of private secretary 
to General Morgan Lewis. ; s 

Desiring more active service, he sought and received a commission as lieuten- 
ant in the United States Army, serving in every grade and always receiving the 
commendation of his superior officers and of his countrymen. 

At the battle of Lundy’s Lane he received a wound from which he never en- 
tirely recovered, and twice within your petitioner’s memory the opened wound, 
after exposure in the field, produced inflammation and danger to life. 

At the close of the war of 1812, with the brevet rank of major, he was ordered 
to West Point, where, for nine years, he bent all his energies to raising the 
standard of the institution to a point never before attained. While at West 
Point Major Worth married the daughter of Mr. John Stafford, whose ancestors 
came sae in 1605, a descendant of the family of Stafford, of Warwick, 
England, 

Col. Joab Stafford, Mrs. Worth’s grandfather, was severely wounded in the 
Revolutionary war, and his son was in the battles of Crown Point and Ben- 
nington. 

Major Worth’s next post was Fortress Monroe, where he was instructor in ar- 
tillery. While there he was sent with the Black Hawk expedition to quell the 
Indian troubles in the Northwest. 

From Fortress Monroe he was transferred to the Ordnance Corps, and made 
inspector, which duty gave him an annual ride over the Alleghanies, ata period 
when such a journey was attended with peril. He was then ordered toarrange 
for the transfer of the Cherokee Nation to its new home on the Arkansas River. 

In 1837 he was made colonel of the new regiment, the Eighth Infantry. 

The patriot war breaking out on the Canada border, he was instrumental in 
effecting an amicable settlement of the disturbance. 

He was then ordered to Florida, placed in command, conducted the campaigns 
against the hostile Seminoles, and after many perils, from the climate as well as 
the military operations, in which he had five engagements with the Indians, he 
effected a peace, which had until that time been fruitlessly sought by his pred- 
ecessors, and removed the Indians from the territory to their new home west 
of the Arkansas. 

While on this duty the little fortune which he had hoped to leave for the sup- 
port of his family had, by. the dishonesty of his attorney, been swept away. 

After the peace he desired to return to the North and endeavor to reclaim some- 
thing out ef the wreck, but being ordered to Mexico, he was prevented from ex- 
ecuting his intention, and his family never recovered a cent. 

In Mexico he led his division in the battles of Monterey, Vera Cruz, Cerro 
Gordo, the advance on Puebla, Molino del Rey, Chapultepec, Churubusco, the 
Garita of San Cosme, and was the only general officer who slept within the city 
gate on that memorable night. 

He was the first to land at Vera Cruz and the last to leave Mexican soil. 

After the close of the war he was ordered to Texas, where the cholera was 
raging; and there he died, at the post of duty. 

, Margaret Stafford Worth, the only unmarried daughter, having seven of my 
father’s grandchildren almost entirely dependent [oe me for support, petition 
the gentlemen of the United States Senate and House of Representatives to 
grant me a pension of $50 a month. 


BATTLES IN WHICH GENERAL WORTH WAS ENGAGED. 


Chippewa, Niagara, Fort Erie, Lundy’s Lane; five battles in Florida—Montc- 
rey) era Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Puebla, Churubusco, Chapultepec, Molino del Rey, 
ttle 


of the City of Mexico, San Antonio, Garita of San Cosme. 
ved the than 


Recei ks of Congress, State of New York, State of Louisiana, State 
of Texas, State of Florida. 


He received a sword from Congress, from the State of New York, the State of 
Louisiana, city of Hudson. 


A monument worthy of the city of New York was erected to his memory by 
its citizens, 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’sS OFFICE, 
Washington, April 15, 1886, 
[Statement of the military service of William J. Worth, late of the United States 
Army, compiled from the records of this office. ] 


inted first-lieutenant Twenty-third Infantry, March 19,1813; pro- 
, August 19, 1814; retained as captain, Second Infantry, May 17, 
1815, in the PETA under the act of March 3, 1815, and as captain of the 
First Artillery, June 1, 1821, in the reorganization under the act of March 2, 1821; 
“oenaee major of ordnance, May 30, 1832, and colonel Eighth Infantry, July 7, 


He was brevetted captain, July 5, 1814, “ for his gallant and distinguished con- 
duct on the said 5th of July, in the battle of Chippewa;" major, July 25, 1814, 
of the e of Niagara, in which Captain Worth was distin- 
and good conduct;” lieutenant-colonel, July 25, 1824, 
faithful service in the nee of brevet major;” brigadier-gen- 
eral, March 1, 1842, for try and hly distinguished services as com- 
eaten ; ops =e 5 e on es and majee-gen- 
September -~ ‘for meritorious conduct in the several 
ootee May iat hes ee ith rd of 1 
n was presen y Congress with a sword of honor, “in tes- 
umeagp al te sense entertained by Congress of his gallantry and good 
conduct in moar 
He served in the war of 1812-15 with Great Britain as aid-de-camp to Major- 
General Lewis from some time in 1813 to aon a int. tod as aae-do-comp to 
Brig. Gen, Winfield Scott, also acting major in the campaign on the 
northern frontier until severely wounded in the battle of Niagara July 25, 1814; 
absent wounded to December, 1814; aid-de-camp to . Gen. Winfield Scott, 
1 6, 1815; on leave to August, 
r, Greenbush, Platisburg, N. 
service to March 16, 1820; commandant of 
at the United States Military Academy 
Va.,and on detached duty 
to May, 1832; com- 
Pennsylvania, and 


¥ (also from an te Tinie, 
XVIT——310 


1889, the Northern Department), to May, 1840; in Wisconsin Territory to July, 
1840; en route and in the Florida war against the Seminole Indians (being also in 
command of the district of Tampa from January to May, 1841; of the army of 
Florida fom May, 1841,to July 25,1842,and of the Ninth Military Department 
embracing Florida, to August 22, 1842, and from October 31, 1842, to September l4, 
1845; was absent with leave from August 22 to October 30, 1842), to September 26, 
1845; commanding the first brigade of the army of oecupation in the war with 
Mexico, to April 8, 1846; on leave to May 27,1846; commanding the first brigade 
of the army of occupation,to July 27,1846, the second division of that army to 
February 23, 1847, the first brigade, first division of regulars in the army of 
invasion, to April 1, 1847, the first division to June 21, 1348, being engaged in 
the battle of Monterey, September 21-23, 1846; siege of Vera Cruz, March 929, 
1817; battle of Cerro Gordo, April 47, 18,1847; capture of San Antonio, August 
19, 20,1847; battle of Churubusco, August 20,1847; of Molinodel Rey, September 
8,1847; of Tacubaya, September 12,1847, and of Chapultepec and San Cosme, 
September 13, 1847, also in the assault and capture of the City of Mexico, Sep- 
tember 13, 14, 1847. 

He commanded the army in Mexico from June 21 to July 15, 1848, and the 
Eighth and Ninth Military Departments, comprising Texas and New Mexico, 
from November, 1848, to May 7, 1849, upon which date he died at San Antonio, 
Tex. 

J. 


C. KELTON, Acting Adjutant-Ge l 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 22, 1886, 

The petitioner, Miss Margaret S. Worth, the daughter of Major-General Worth, 
who for many years was one of the senior officers of our Army, is now advanc- 
ing in years, is in failing health, and is no longer able to earn sufficient for her 
support. 

Being now thrown upon her own resources she is at present in almost desti- 
tute circumstances. 

If Congress, in view of the distinguished services of General Worth, should 
deem it proper to extend the charity for which Miss Worth petitions they could 
not find a more worthy object. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, Liewlenani-General, 
Saint Lovts, April 24, 1886, 

I commend the foregoing petition to all generous men who love tlieir country 
and its heroes. 

General Worth was one of the most brilliant and conspicuous officers in the 
war of 1812, Mexican war,and Florida war. He died in the military service on 
the frontier. I know the petitioner to be his daughter, the only one,I believe, 
who never married, who has been toiling for years to support herself and help 
her sister’s children. She is now old and feeble, and it will be a graceful act for 
Congress to recognize her as the orphan of the nation. 

W. T. SHERMAN. 
[Office of the attending surgeon, United States Army, No. 1733 G street north- 
west. } 
WasuHineTon, D. C., April 20, 1886. 

GENTLEMEN: I have learned with pleasure that a bill has been introduced into 

the Senate conferring a pension on Miss Margaret 8. Worth. 
The services of her distinguished father are a part of the history of the coun- 
try. Miss Worth has been my friend and patient for along time. I know that 
her means are narrow, and that her health is much impaired. She is suffering 
under profound nervous exhaustion, from which there is little or no probability 
of her recovery. Therefore she is not likely to ever be able to carry on the 
clerical work on which she has depended for a livelihood. 

Trusting that Miss Worth’s case may receive your fayorable action, 

I remain, your obedient servant, 
R. M. O'REILLY, M. D., U. 8. A., 
Altending Surgeon, 
The COMMITTEE ON PENsIONS, United Slates Senate, 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 20, 1886. 

GENTLEMEN: I desire to say that I have known Miss Margaret Worth, daugh- 
ter of the late General Worth, United States Army, for some years, and have, 
upon several occasions, been called upon to prescribe for her, and know that 
her present state of health is very precarious; in my opinion, she is physically 
unfitted to discharge the duties of her office, and that a due regard for her health 
demands, for some time or permanently, absolution from those duties. 

She is of a delicate, nervous organization, and confinement to business has 
been and must be injurious to her. 

In view of the distinguished services of her father, and her present enfeebled 
condition preventing her from earning a proper livelihood, I think the granting 
of a pension would be most meritorious and deserved. 

I am, very respectfully, 
D. L. HUNTINGTON, 
Surgeon, United States Army. 

To the COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS, 

United States Senate. 





Wark DEPARTMENT, SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFi 
Washi 


jton, April 22, 1555, 


To the Committee on Pensions, United Slates Senate : 

I take the liberty of addressing you in advocacy of the application for pension 
made for Miss Margaret Worth, eldest daughter of the late Maj. Gen. W.S. 
Worth, United States Army. 

I have known Miss Worth over thirty years, and know that her life has been 
devoted to the care and support of dependent descendants of General Worth, 
her sisters, nieces, and nephews. For some years she has labored as a clerk in 
a public office. Her health is now very much impaired, and she is almost inca- 
pacitated for further work. 

I would most respectfully urge that a pension may be granted her. 

I have the honor-to be, very truly and respectfully, 
R. MURRAY, 


Surgeon-General, United States A 


ny. 





It seems like presumption in me to bear testimony to the services of Major- 
General Worth, to whom the Congress of the United States and the Legislatures 
of four States have voted their thanks and presented swords of honor,and to 
whose memory the great city of New York has erected a stately monument in- 
scribed with the principal events in his distinguished career—his wounds, his 
battles, his commands—from the war of 1812, as a mere Jad, to his death nearly 
forty years after from cholera, at his post, as much a martyr to duty as if he had 
been shot on the field of battle. 

His successful termination of the Florida war as a general-in-chief, his brill- 
jant services asa general of division in Mexico,are matters of history; but 
there were incidents with which history does not deal and which are known to 
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me. He was habitually at the point of danger. This characteristic enabled 
him to snatch victory from three times his force at Molino del Rey, when a dis- 
astrous defeat seemed imminent from mere force of numbers. was the first 
general and one of the first persons in the City of Mexico when the —_ of 
that town were carried by assault, and he was not only the last it the 
last person in the Army to leave it at the end of the war. T were signs 
of serious disturbance and riot among the “ leperos,” the lowest order of the 
inhabitants, and he saw every soldier, woman, and child safely out of the gates 
before he himself left the city. 

If it is possible for any man to establish such a claim on the gratitude of his 
country as to entitle a daughter to aid in her distress, then General Worth has 


established such a claim. 
: HENRY I. HUNT, 
Brevet Major-General, U. 8. Army. 


Wasninoator, D. C., April 7, 1886. 

It was not my privilege to know General Worth personally, as he died in the 
year in which I entered the Army. He died at his post of duty from a disease 
to the fatal effects of which the requirements of the public service compelled 
him to expose himself, Every officer who entered the Army about my own 
time can testify to the marks of high tone and elevated soldierly ideas which 
were impressed upon our small Army by his instruction, and his bearing as com- 
mandantof cadets, and by his distinguished conduct on many fields of battie 
in the interest of our country. He was a type of a soldier on which the heroes 
of the Mexican war and those of our later struggle on either side tried to model 
themselves. If we were asked to nt a pension to the daughter of Andrew 
Jackson, I do not think there would be a dissenting voice in the nation, and I 
do not think there ought to be one to granting to the daughter of General 
Worth, who is in need of a slight tribute in recognition of the distinguished 


services of her father. 
A. BAIRD, 
Brevet Major-General. 
WasuincrTor, D. C., March 31, 1886. 
The honorable Committee on Pensions, United States Senate: 

I do not know well enough the pension laws to know whether Miss Worth is 
under them entitled to any pension arising out of her father’s (General Worth) 
very distinguished and well-known services. I presume that it can be granted 
only by a special law. 

When I went to West Point, fifty years ago, as a cadet, no name, except Gen- 
eral Scott’s, was more often spoken of b Officers of the Army. T grew up in 
admiration of his eminent qualities and high deeds as a soldier in the war of 
1812 on the Niagara frontier, when he excited the admiration of his comrades, 
many of whom I learned to know. 

He served with o— distinction through the war with Mexico, and died full 
of honors, and left little, I think, to his family except name and reputation. I 
shall be glad to learn that if Miss Worth, his daughter, needs it, she succeeds in 


obtaining a pension from the country he served so well in its and in his youth 
and manhood. : 


Iam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General retired, Brevet Major-General , United States Army. 


The late General William Worth was a very distinguished officer in the Army 
of the United States, as his record will show. His eldest daughter, Miss Mar- 
garet Worth, now of this city, who is in feeble health, is applying for a pen- 
sion, which I sincerely hope may be granted her. 

D. H. RUCKER, 


Brigadier-General, United Slates Army, retired. 
WasuinoTon, D. C., April 22, 1886, 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOSIE H. BABB. 


The bill (H. R. 7330) granting a pension to Josie H. Babb was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. Itproposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Josie H. Babb, widow of John W. Babb, late a 
musician in Company I, Fifteenth Regiment New Hampshire Volun- 
teers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOSEPHINE DA COSTA THOMAS, 


The bill (H. R. 4688) granting a pension to Josephine Da Costa Thomas 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 5, before 
the word ‘‘ dollars,’ to strike out ‘‘ thirty’’ and insert ‘‘ forty;’’ so as 
to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, at the rate of $40 a month, 
the name of Josephine Da Costa Thomas, widow of Evan Thomas, late of the 
Fourth Regiment of Artillery, United States Army. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let us know the reason for striking out “thirty” 
and inserting ‘‘ forty ’’ by having the report read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAIR 
May 4, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4688) grant- 
ing a pension to Josephine Da Costa Thomas, have examined the same, and re- 

ort: 

That this case was considered by your committee and reported upon favor- 
ably (see Senate Report No, 729) at the pessoas session. Since said report was 
made additional evidence has been laid before us which has induced us to ask 
that the bill be recommitted to us for further action. 

It copes. a ane claimant > —— uate a native of a a coun- 
try, but left in this cit rand w' means earning money support 
otter mage or her snail children. She has two ——, both =e 
the age of sixteen, and of course helpless and dependent upon their 
their maintenance and education. One of these children is also in delicate 
health, while the mother, by reason of her want of American isin 
a comparatively helpless and friendless si General Grant, 
man, and other officers of the Army with the circumstances of the 


death of this brave officer, have manifested a deep interest in her case as one of 
unusual merit. ; 
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May 26, 


Your committee, after a careful consideration of all the facts of this case +. 
port back this bill with a recommendation that it do pass, with the follow, 
amendment: Strike out the word “thirty,” in the fifth line, and insert the»... 
“forty” in lieu thereof. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend). 
was concurred in. 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be reaq 
a third time. 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
MANHATTAN PICKETT. 


The bill (H. R. 7165) to increase the pension of Manhattan Picket 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 6, bejy; 
the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to strike ont ‘‘ thirty-six’’ and insert ‘fifty. 
so as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, aut})o,. 
ized and directed to increase the pension of Manhattan Pickett, late a sergeant 
of Company B, One hundred and twelfth Regiment New York Volunteers. ¢, 
$50 per month, in lieu of the pension now received by him. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to say simply for myself that I think the 
bill which has just been passed for Josephine Da Costa Thomas, in- 
creasing the allowance as made by the House from $30 to $40, and this 
proposal in the case of Manhattan Pickett to increase the pension from 
$36 to $50, are both extravagant. I think they are both unjust—wun- 
just in the fact that they do injustice to many other equally worthy 
and deserving soldiers who can not get relief. I think the amount al- 
lowed in the House bills is large and liberal. I am opposed to the in- 
crease in these cases. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish the reports in both cases to be printed. I care 
to make no other reply. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report in this case will be 
printed in the Recorp. In the Thomas case the report was read. 

The report submitted by Mr. BLAIR from the Committee on Pensions 
May 4, 1886, is as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7165) to in- 
crease the pension of Manhattan Pickett, have examined the same, and report 

Your committee have carefully examined the facts in this case, the main points 
of which are briefly set forth in the following es of the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions of House of ae (H. R. Report No. 1797): 

“The soldier is now in receipt of a pension for gunshot wound, described « 
follows by J. L. Stewart, president board of examining surgeons: 

**Gunshot wound of posterior surface of left leg, leaving an ulcerated <\.- 
charging wound 3} inches long over the lower part of the gastrocnemius mus 
the lower third of which muscle has been removed by inflammatory action 1111 
discharges, producing pain and weakn ss of the leg and ankle,and impairin, 
——— for manual Eee, causing a disability equal to the loss of a hand » 

** Dr. Pickett has appeared personally before your committee, and having « x- 
amined him carefully, they find the leg atrophied, with a large ulceration, whi: |: 
is evidently incurable. 

“The leg requires wees to be constantly renewed, and is offensive to | 
smell. This has impaired his general health and reduced it to solow an ebb t!: 
an amputation of the leg, tho: very much to be desired, would now be cv- 
ceedingly dangerous and probably fatal. 

“Taking all things into consideration, your committee think that this p>: 
sioner would be better off had his leg been amputated.” 

In addition to the above, the following affidavit has been filed in support 
the claim for increase, as follows: 

Crry or WASHINGTON, District of Columbia, ss: 

Alexander M. Lowry, after being duly sworn, deposes and says that he » 
late adjutant of the One hundred and twelfth Regiment New York State \ 
unteers: that he was attached to said ment from August, 1862, until a! 
September, 1864; that he was well acquainted with Manhattan Pickett, late 
sergeant of Company B, of said aren who is now an applicant for a pensio: 
by pane ig of Congress by bill H. R. No. 7165; that he has known him : 
August, 

Affiant further states that said Pickett was wounded at Cold Harbor in tlic 
line of duty; that he was immediately afterward taken to the hospital, wii: 
he remained until d and senthome. Said Pickett has never recovere:! 
from the effects of said wound, but is now entirely disabled and rendered utter!y 
helpless and unable to do anything to support himself or family in cons.- 
- thereof. This wound has never healed, but on the contrary has « 
tinually grown worse until at the present time it is in such an offensive co l:- 
tion that it is necessary to dress the same at least twice every x. The soldier 
is himself an eminent — and m, one of the best in Western Penn- 

been able far to prescribe for his own cas 
were he required to employ medical assistance it would take a much large: 
amount of money to pay for the same than his present on. ; 

He now uires constant care, attendance, and treatment on account of | 


offensive character of this wound and its discharges. Under 1's 
influence his th is rapidly declining, owing to the constant and se\: 
drain upon system ; is the continuous 


physical ; y enhanced by t 
pain which he — on account of om ee ae rt bis ner 
ous system, an uires large quantities o iates persistently admini+- 
tered in weherte gelleve tapteane: the ofiest ol whita tne eocemarily been very 
injurious, Thesaid wound is several in from the knee down, *: 
the flesh is gradually sloughing off, the result of which is of the most disag’ 
able character. He long eg Fey have submitted to amputation of the | 
above the knee were it not for the fact that he has been assured by the | ~' 
medical authorities in that section that such would probably resu'! 


indeath. The claimant has therefore continued to drag out a miserable ¢x'>! 

ence, which it is the belief of your affiant can not probably be continued })\' } 
short and which it is'very probable may even be numbered by mont!)- 

me hy ee phe ey Ry Re 

; y or means 

ie 1 and would be if pliyateally able t= 

tend an securing and ve practice ; was 

been of the iladelphia and Railway Company, but, not beins 

able to to the duties of that position, must resign the same. 
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Affiant further states that the wife of said claimant has been his constant at- 
tendant and has given and is now giving a large portion of her time, strength, | 
and energy to his care, and that but for her assistance he would be compelled | 
to procure the constant aid and attendance of another person, which he is now | 
unable to do by reason of poverty. 

Affiant further states that he has no interest in the prosecution of the above 
claim. 

ALEX. M. LOWRY. 

Sworn and subscribed before me this 4th day of May, 1886. 

[sEAL.]} R. B. NIXON, Notary Public. 


Your committee think that the evidence shows a condition of this soldier 
which will fully warrant the pension of $50 per month, as it would seem that he 
requires the aid and attendance of another, besides constant medical attend- 
ance. The bill is therefore reported back with a recommendation that it do pass, 
with the following amendment: Strike out the word “ thirty-six” in the sixth 
line, and insert the word “fifty.” 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read 
a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
ANN E. COONEY. 


The bill (H. R. 4544) granting a pension to Ann E. Cooney was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 7, be- 
fore the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to strike out ‘‘twenty’’ and insert ‘‘twenty- 
five;’? so as to make the bill read: 


Beit enacted, &c., That the Secretary ofthe Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and lim- 
itations of the pension laws, the name of Ann E. Cooney, who served as a hos- 
pital nurse during the late rebellion, at the rate of $25 per month. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read 
a third time. 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
H. P. M’FARLIN. 


The bill (H. R. 3848) for the relief of H. P. McFarlin was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in line 4, after 
the words “‘ directed to,”’ to strike out ‘‘ restore to’ and insert ‘‘ rein- 
state upon;’’ so as to make the bill read: 


Be tt enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to reinstate upon the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of H. P. McFarlin, late of Com- 
pany I, Seventh Regiment Michigan Infantry. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 


The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLArr 
May 4, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3848) for the 
relief of H. P. McFarlin, have examined the same, and report: 

Your committee have carefully examined the facts in this case, and concur in 
the findings of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Representa- 
tives, which we append hereto (House Report No. 748),and report back the bill 
with a favorable recommendation, with the following amendment: Strike out 
the words ‘‘ restore to,”’ in the fourth line, and insert the words “ reinstate upon.”’ 

The claimant in this case, Hewlitt P. McFarlin, was a sergeant in Company I, 
Seventh Regiment Michigan Infantry,and was pensioned on the llth day of 

, 1871, at the rate of $ per month, commencing January 5, 1863, for injury to 
leg received in the service and in line of duty. Some charge having been made 
against the claimant’s right to a pension, stating that he had varicose veins be- 
fore entering the service,and that his present disability comes from that cause 
and not from any injury received in the service, a special examination was or- 
dered, which resulted in his being dropped from the rolls in May,1878. There- 
upon ‘he made application to be restored, and the case underwent a thorough 
examination by a special agent, with a view of determining whether the pres- | 
ent disability was attributable to varicose veins or the result of an injury re- 
ceived in the service. The special examiner examined twenty witnesses upon 
these points, and continued the investigation for more than two weeks, which 
resulted in a recommendation on the part of the special examiner that the 
claimant be restored to the rolls. The Pension Office rejected the claim for res- 

| 


toration. 
The of the special examiner covers all the points in controversy, and 
dunnliinewe: 


“T deemed it necessary that the claimant be examined by a board of examin- 
ing surgeons to determine definitely whether he is suffering or has suffered 
fg Bw a aga leg other than varicose veins. I accordingly took him be- 


surgeons of this city (Kalamazoo). That the claimant did 


7 


have varicose veins upon his left leg at the time and prior to his enlistment there 
== a le of doubt; but I do not believe from the testimony adduced 
was 


ied by reasonofthem. Iam of the opinion that an injustice has 
the claimant in dropping him from the rolis—not that he is entitled to 
a pension by reason of varicose veins, but by reason of the injury of the knee and 
bone of his left leg. I also believe that that injury greatly aggravated the vari- 


veins, I therefore recommend that he be restored tothe rolls by reason of 
ury of left leg.” 


of surgeons, after describing the condition of the injured leg, say: 

of the left tibia is thickened, and a portion of the bone 
in hospital. The leg is badly injured, independent of the 
the injury has caused and ly aggravated the varicose 
. From the condition which we now find, it is our judg- 
disabled by the same causes for which he was originally pen- 
his disa y has not been aggravated or prolonged by vicious 
in our opinion, entitled to restoration, and we recommend a three- 
for injury of leg, independent of varicose veins.” 


amendment was agreed to. 
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| the Pension Office refused to restore that 
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The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 


| a third time. 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BLAIR. In connection with the case just passed, I call the at- 
tention of the Senator from Missouri to the fact that on that evidence 
man to the roll, and it is 
necessary to come to Congress to get relief. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator from New Hampshire refers to the 
case of McFarlin. That pensioner, it is true, was ordered to be dropped 
in 1878. Very soon afterward he was ordered before an examining 
board, and the special examiners made recommendations in regard to 
him, and he was then examined before a board of examining surgeons 
in Kalamazoo. He was dropped because it was not believed that he 
was entitled to a pension for varicose veins, and the examining surgeons 
and the special examiner found that he was not entitled to it upon that 
ground, but that he was entitled toa pension upon a different ground. 

Mr. BLAIR. The report shows—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. And accordingly they reported as they did. 

Mr. BLAIR. I merely call attention to the report. The facts are 
stated there somewhat more fully than the Senator has stated them. 


WILLIAM C. WAIT. 


The bill (S. 1078) granting a pension to William C. Wirt, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions reported to amend the bill, in line 5, to 
change the name ‘‘ Wirt’’ to ‘‘ Wait;’’ after the word ‘‘ Company,’’ at 
the end of the same line, to insert ‘‘C;’’ and in line 6, before ‘* Ver- 
mont,’ to insert ‘‘ Fifth;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to restore to the pension-roll the name of William C. 


Wait, late a private in Company C of the Fifth Vermont Volunteers, at the rate 
of $8 per month, 


The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and theamend ments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill granting a pension to 
William C, Wait.”’ 

THOMAS BENSON. 

The bill (S. 2336) granting an increase of pension to Thomas Benson 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Thomas Benson, late a private in Company 
A, Thirty-second Regiment Maine Volunteers, at the rate of $35 per 
month, in lieu of the amount he is now receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARY M. GALLEYAN. 

The bill (H. R. 3941) granting a pension to Mary M. Galleyan was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mary M. Galleyan, widow of Joseph 8. Gal- 
leyan, late of Company G, Fifty-ninth Indiana Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


FRED J. LEESE. 

The bill (H. R. 3624) granting a pension to Fred J. Leese was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Fred J. Leese, late of Company M, One hundred 
and ninety-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


COL. JAMES H. BLOOD. 

The bill (S. 2263) granting a pension to Col. James H. Blood was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Col. James H. Blood, late colonel of the Sixth 

Regiment Missouri Infantry, at $70 per month, in lieu of the pension 
now received. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CATHARINE LANIGAN. 

The bill (S. 2349) granting a pension to Catharine Lanigan was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Catharine Lanigan, mother of John Lanigan, 
late of Company K, Twenty-third Illinois Volunteers, in the late war, 
at the rate of $50 per month, in lieu of the pension she isnow receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MARTIN JACOBY. 

‘The bill (H. R. 4699) granting a pension to Martin Jacoby was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Martin Jacoby, of Lancaster County, Penn- 
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sylvania, for the loss of his two sons, David Jacoby, of Company C, 
Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, and Martin Jacoby, jr., 
of the Seventy-ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 








EVALINE A. WHITE. 


The bill (H. R. 1560) for the relief of Evaline A. White was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name of 
Evaline A. White, widow of George C. White, deceased, late a second- 
class fireman in the United States Navy, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELIJAH P. HENSLEY. 


The bill (H. R. 1707) granting a pension to Elijah P. Hensley was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Elijah P. Hensley, late of Company K, Third 
Regiment North Carolina Mounted Infantry. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAin 
May 5, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1707) grant- 
ing a pension to Elijah P. Hensley, have examined the same, and report: 

Your committee have carefully considered the facts in this case, and adopt 
the report hereto annexed of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House 


of Representatives (House Report No. 890), and recommend the passage of the 
bill. 


The claimant was admitted to a pension of $4 per month on the rolls of the 
Raleigh, N. C., agency, December 17, 1868, commencing August 8, 1865, and paid to 
include March 3, 1877; was dropped from the roll Aw 8, 1877, on the ground 
that the pensioner was not in the service and line of duty when wounded, as 
shown by the report of Special Agent Ragsdale, dated May 31, 1877. 

Claimant was a member of Company K, Third North Carolina Mounted Vol- 
unteers, having enlisted in said company in February, 1865, and was wounded 
at Indian Creek, Yancey County, North Carolina, March, 1865, having been cut 
off from his command in Tennessee, on House Creek, near Greeneville, Tenn. 
At the time claimant was wounded he was detailed by Colonel Kirk to join T. 
©. and J. W. Guthrie and others to get rations for themselves; that they re- 
turned within one hour and a half, but found that the command had left. The 
claimant with others then started for a point of safety in North Carolina, and 


to join their command, when overtaken and shot by the enemy, and wounded 
as alleged. 


It appears that some time in 1877, owing to causes not material to this report, 
information was furnished the Pension Office that said claimant was not 
wounded in the line of duty, On this point there is a conflict of testimony on 
the time of claimant reaching his command, but none as to his being shot by 
rebels while in search of provisions for his command as he was detailed to do. 

Your committee are of the opinion that claimant is entitled to a pension, and 
therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I call the attention of the Senate to this case. 
Here was a pensioner who was dropped from the rolJs in 1877, nine 
years ago. ‘There is nothing in the record here to show that he ever 
applied to the Pension Office for restoration to the roll. As I under- 
stand, the Pension Office when they drop a pensioner from the roll will 
at any time consider proper and legitimate testimony which shows that 
the office was in error in dropping him from the roll, and will restore 
him to the roll. I notice in the report of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions a number of cases thatare dropped, restored, and reconsidered and 
all that. Ought not this claimant to have applied to the Pension Of- 
fice during the last nine years for restoration? Oris this onc of a class 
of cases where if he had applied, under the technical rules of the of- 
fice the office could not have restored him? 

Mr. BLAIR. There is no evidence that he has not applied, nor is 
there any reason to say that he should have applied unless he might be 
in the possession of new evidence calculated to establish his pension. 
He once had established his pension and had drawn it from the office 
for a considerable time. It seems that upon some information thenat- 
ure of which is not developed, perhaps from some personal enemy or 
some busybody—and there are a great many such—who from general 
principles of malevolence may have given information anonymously, he 
was dropped from the roll, as was then the custom of the office very 
largely, without evidence, withoutreason, and in the perpetuation of the 
rankest injustice without investigation. He was dropped. This man, 
if I recollect aright, is a colored man, and Mr. O’HARA, of the House, 
is familiar with the circumstances of the case. Iam confident that is 
the case he spoke to me about. Upon the evidence asit was upon the 
files as brought to us, and from other sources, it appeared proper that 
he should be restored to the roll. 

I am not able to answer the Senator’s question as to whether he made 
application and filed evidence to prove that he ought to have been re- 
stored by a tribunal that had once dropped him without proper investi- 
gation. There seems to be no reason why he should not be restored to 
the roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

NOAH HOFFMAN. 

The bill (H. R. 5328) granting a pension to Noah Hoffman was con- 

sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It to place on the 


pen- 
sion-roll the name of Noah Hoffman, late a corporal of Company C. 
Ninetieth Regiment New York Infantry Volunteers. ; 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


a 
————————— 


Order of Business 588. 





oF 


=) 
3 


May 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered {o 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


NAVY OR MARINE CORPS PENSIONS. 


Mr. COCKRELL. My attention has been called to Senate bill 1524. 
I am not sure but that it may have been 
dover. Let it heread and the Senate will understand what it js. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The title of the bill will be stated 

The Cuter CLERK. A bill (S. 1526) amending sections 4756 anq 
4757 of the Revised Statutes, relating to pensions to certain disa})|eq 
persons who have served in the Navy or Marine Corps. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Iam not sure, but I think that when that was 
called I asked some explanation of it, and it was passed over at the 
time. I have looked at the report in that case, and I simply ask that 
the bill be now considered, if there be no objection. 

Mr. SAWYER. There is no objection; it is a just bill. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to amend section 4756 and 
section 4757 of the Revised Statutes of the United States by inserting 
the words ‘‘or as an appointed petty officer, or both,’’ after the words 
**as an enlisted person ’’ in the former section, and after the words ‘‘ as 
an enlisted man’? in the latter section. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. It is very shore and it 
gives the reasons for the bill. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr, Sawyer 
April 13, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1526) amending 
sections 4756 and 4757 of the Revised Statutes, rel ating to pensions to certain dis- 
abled persons who have served in the Navy or Marine Corps, have examined 
the same, and report: 

Section 4756 provides for the payment of a pension out of the naval pension 
fund to persons who “ served as an enlisted person in the Navy or Marine Corps, 
&c., and section 4757 provides for aid from that fund to “ every disabled person 
who has served in the Navy or Marine Corpsas anenlisted man,” &c. This bil! 
is designed to cover the cases of those who actually rendered the same service 
as appointed petty officers, although not actually enlisted. 

Your committee are in Sonaigt of the following letter from the Navy Depart- 
— in regard to this bill, reeommending it to the favorable consideration of 

‘ongress : 

NAvY DEPARTMENT, Washington, April 6, 1886. 

Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to Senate bill No. 1526, and to 


recommend it to the favorable consideration of the Committee on Pensions of 
the United States Senate. ; 

Under existing laws enlisted persons performing certain duties are entitled to 
service pensions when they become disabled, while persons performing the same 
duties under appointments are deprived the benefits of such service. 

This bill has my commendation, as it will not only afford justice to a 
large class of very deserving persons, but will have the tendency to induce men 
of experience to remain in service, which will be of great advantage, par- 
ticularly in view of the contemplated increase in the number and efficiency of 
vessels of war. 

I would earnes 


tly invite the early consideration of the bill. 
Very res 


ully, your obedient servant, 
W. C. WHITNEY, 


. Secretary of the Navy. 
Ilon. J. I. MrrcHe.r, 
Chairman of Committce on Pensions, United States Senate. 


The following letter also shows the necessity for this action, and the inequali- 
ties of the present law : 
Unrrep Srares NAVAL Hosprrat, Norfolk, Va., April 1, 1886. 
Sim: Senate bill 1526, referred to the Committee on Pensions, is one in which 
I with other unfortunates take a very keen interest. Should its provisions be- 


come law a long-delayed justice would be done the “ appointed petty officers ' 


in the Navy ai ecaries and pay yeomen, who, owing tothe vacillating policy 
of the Navy t in changing theit status at frequent intervals, are e1- 
tirely debarred all benefits for long service. 


I have served as an a) in the Navy a great many a. before, dur- 
ing, and since the late war, and yet have no claim now that I have grown old. 
There are many others similarly situated and to whom the passage of the above 
bill, 1526, would afford relief. 
For myself and others, I most respectfully ask your favorable consideration 
and support when the bill is before you for action. 
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
R. 8. BARRY, 
Apothecary, United States Navy. 


The ameniment posed in this bill will cover but a comparatively smal 
number of cases, but it will save your committee the trouble of considering spe- 
cial bills in their behalf,and as it seems to be in the line a legislation, 
as well as but an act of simple justice to old servants of the Government, we 
report back the bill with a recommendation that it do pass. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. . 
Mr. COCKRELL. Asadditional information I ask that a letter from 
th» Bureau of —— and Recruiting in the Navy Department, 
esk 


which I send to may be read. It gives the exact number, and 
this bill has to go to the House. 


The Secretary read as follows: 
Bureau or EQUIPMENT AND RECRUITING. 
Washington, 
use bill No. 4702, the Bureau 
not , un- 


April 28, 1886. 
letter of the 27th instant, request 
there are one hundred and twenty-seven ap- 
quota. eee i materially increase or 
less the number of men allo the Navy is changed by act of Congress. 
W. &. SCHLEY, 
Chief of Burcas, 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Sin: In reply to your information as to 
the number of men that would be benefited by 
in the service out of e fty, the au- 
Very 


Mr. Davin 8. Barry, Washington, D. C. 








1886. 





| 
Mr. CONGER. Objections were made to this bill because it was | 


not known how many it would affect, and the letter from the chief of 
the bureau shows the number. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. BLAIR. The letter gives the whole number of appointed men. 
Of course those who will be beneficiaries under the act will never be 
anything like that number. 


LOUISE ARMBRECHT. | 
The bill (S. 1201) granting a pension to Louise Armbrecht was con- | 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. | 
| 


The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment, in lines 6 and 7, 
to strike out the name ‘‘ Ambrecht”’ and insert ‘‘ Armbrecht;’’ so as to 


make the bill read: 

Be it and, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions | 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Louise Armbrecht, the widow 
of Augustus L. Armbrecht, late a sergeant in the Army of the United States. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill granting a pension to 
Louise Armbrecht.’’ 


CAROLINE SEES. 


The bill (S. 1207) granting a pension to Caroline Sees was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with amend- 
ments, after the word ‘‘Sees,’’ in line 6, to strike out the words: 


Who was chief of transportation and telegraphy on the staff of Major-General 
D. N. Couch, commanding the Department of the Susquehanna during the in- 


vasion of Pennsylvania by the confederate army, in the month of June, A. D. 
1863. 


And after the word ‘‘volunteers,’’ in line 11, strike out: 

To date from the 30th of September, 1863, the day of his death. 

So as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Caroline Sees, 


of Harrisburg, Pa., widow of Maj. Oliver W. Sees, at the rate allowed to a widow 
of a major of volunteers. 


The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 
MRS. SALLIE ANCRUM. 


The bill (H. R. 7168) for the relief of Mrs. Sallie Ancrum was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mrs. Sallie Ancrum, widow of Aaron Ancrum, 
late of Company G, Thirty-fourth Regiment United States Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LEMUEL ADAMS. 


The bill (H. R. 7468) granting a pension to Lemuel Adams was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Lemuel Adams, a private in Captain John Trem- 
ble’s company, Major Russell’s battalion, war of 1812. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER | 
May 6, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7468) grant- 
ing a pension to Lemuel Adams, have examined the same, and report that after 
exam they have adopted the report of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
ps = of Representatives, hereto annexed, and recommend the passage 
° 


Lemuel Adams was born in the year 1797, and in the year 1814 was a resident 
of the State of Tennessee. On or about the Ist of January, 1815, said Lemuel 
Adams entered the mil service of the United States as a substitute for Al- 
exander Hanner, in Capt. John Tremble’s company, Major Russell's battalion, 
and served in said company until some time in March, 1815. His name, it 


on not on the rolls of said com y, for the reason that he 
served only a of the time of Alexander Hanner, Hanner’s name only 
being carried on the list and receiving the discharge. As the applicant is aged, | 
, and eee, and rendered military service for his country, al- | 
the form of a substitute, yet he should receive a pension for the few | 

ing years he may survive. 
of the bill herewith submitted in licu 


therefore recommend the 
of offered with his saeenaniel todos. Forty-seventh Congress. 


The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN TAYLOR. 

The bill (H. R. 3826) for the relief of John Taylor was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase the pension of | 
John Taylor, formerly a member of Battery M, Third Regiment New | 
York Artillery Volunteers, from $12 to $16 per month. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


infirm, 
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WILLIAM M. SWARTZ. 
The bill (H. R. 6725) granting a pension to William M. Swartz was 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of William M. Swartz, late of Company F, Forty- 
sixth Regiment Ohio Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SANFORD C. 


95) 


WILLHOITE. 

The bill (H. R. 3972) granting a pension to Sanford C. Willhoite 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Sanford C. Willhoite, late a private in 


| Company E, Thirtieth Regiment of Kentucky Volunteers. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 6, 1886: r 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3972) grant- 
ing a pension to Sanford C. Willhoite, have examined the same, and report that 
after examination they have adopted the report of the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions of the House of Representatives, hereto annexed, and recommend the 
passage of the bill. 

Sanford C. Willhoite enlisted as sergeant in Company E, Thirtieth Regiment 
Kentucky Mounted Volunteers, on the 12th day of December, 1863; discharged 
therefrom April 18, 1865. 

Filed claim for pension December 4, 1874, based on rheumatism and injury to 
right eye contracted in service in line of duty. Claim was rejected August 25, 
1882, on the ground of no disability from rheumatism and no record, and claim- 
ant unable to furnish competent testimony showing existence of disease of eye 
in service or at discharge. 

It is fully shown by testimony that claimant was sound and free from disease 
at enlistment. The proof isstrongand amply sufficient that claimant contracted 
rheumatism while in the service in line of duty at Frankfort, Ky., in March 
1864. The case was submitted by Special Examiner Bond, July 31, 1882, for ad- 
mission for disability for rheumatism, and on this point the claim was rejected 
on certificate of examining surgeon, who certified that disability for rheumatism 
did not exist in a pensionable degree. On the question of injury to eye it is 
shown by several of claimant’s comrades, certified by examiner to be of good 
moral character, and whose presence at time of alleged incurrence of injury to 
right eye is verified by report of the Adjutant-General, that they were present 
with claimant in battle at Saltville, Va., October 3, 1864, and that they each saw 
claimant receive a severe injury to his right eye from the discharge of a gun 
in the hands of one of his comrades, who was standing immediately in his rear 
and shooting over his shoulder at the enemy. 

That the regimental surgeon who treated him for said injury is now dead; that 
the assistant regimental surgeon was not present at the time and did not treat 
him ; that his captain was not present, having ashort time previous received a 
severe wound, on account of which he had been carried to the rear; that the sec- 
ond lieutenant of his company was at the time absent on detached duty; that 
the first lieutenant, who was present and in command, is now dead ; that he was 
not treated in hospital because of the fact that his regiment was forced to re- 
treat, and that claimant was forced to retreat with his command or fal! into the 
hands ofthe enemy. The injury to his eye continued till his discharge, but not 
in a sufficient degree to entirely disable him after his first partial recovery ; sub- 
sequent to his discharge it is shown by abundant reliable medical and lay tes- 
timony to have increased and now exists in a pensionable degree, both eyes 
being affected as a result of the said injury in battle. Claimant’s habits are 
shown tobe good. Dr.C. A.Cox,the assistant surgeon of his regiment, under 
date November 23, 1864, issued medical certificate of disability to claimant on ac- 
count of rheumatism. 

Your committee are of the opinion that claimant’s right to pension is as clearly 
established as it is possible to establish a claim by lay testimony. 
fore recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. COCKRELL. This claimant filed his application in 1874, and 
it was rejected on the 25th of August, 1882, four years ago nearly. It 
does not seem that there has been any effort made to have the case re- 
opened and reconsidered in the Pension Office. 

As I understand the rules of the Department, any applicant can file 
an application for a reconsideration of his case and can present addi- 
tional testimony, and if the testimony which is here recited in this 
report is competent under the law to establish the disability, it does 
seem to me that this is a case which the Pension Office would now 
favorably consider. It may be, however—the report does not specify 
particularly—that the technical evidence of the surgeon of the regiment 
and the commissioned officers of the company may not be obtainable, 
as the reportsays some of theimaredead. As a matter of course, when 
a regiment is on retreat it very often happens that a wounded soldier 
will not lag back and be captured by the enemy, and as this man was 
retreating with his command there would be no hospital treatment and 
the officers who could show that may be dead; but it seems to me this 
is a case that the Pension Office would allow if the testimony here re- 
ferred to is not only competent under the law but establishes the facts 
required. 

Mr. BLAIR. 


They there- 


There is a general misapprehension as to what evi- 


| dence is competent to be considered by the Commissioner of Pensions. 


There are absolutely no limitations, excepting such as grow up under 
the acute, metaphysical, and technical constructions of the various 
Commissioners in their administration from time to time in connection 
with the rulings of the Secretary of the Interior, which during these 
years have come to constitute as intricate and complicated chancery 
practice as exists on the face of the earth, without any reason in the 
world why it should be so, except that it has grown up. There is no 
evidence that would be admissible in a common law court that might 
not well be entertained there. Bnt these rigid rules have from time to 
time been relaxed by successive Commissioners; and I think the tend- 
ency is to greater liberality as years pass on. 

I think the present Commissioner has made several rulings that are 
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very favorable to the proseeution of claims; and yet it is the fact that 
still it very often comes to be the case that evidence which the Senator 
himself or anybody would say bears on the case and has weight, tends 
to convince men in their own important affairs, is excluded, and often- 
times claims are therefore rejected when in courts of law even, as I 
think from an investigation of a great many of them, the verdicts of 
juries and the judgments of the courts would have been favorable to the 
applicant. 

In this case the man prosecuted his claim from 1874 to 1882 and it 
was rejected. He has gone through all the forms that are necessary or 
that are held in any case to be proper in order to give him a standing 
in an application for special relief to Congress. 

I do not know whether this additional testimony—for I was not ob- 
serving—is such as would have been considered under their rules in 
the Pension Office or not; but certainly there was no reason why the 
man should have gone there after his eight years’ effort in that office 
for relief. He had not very good success there. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Unless he obtains additional evidence. 

Mr. BLAIR. Even with additional evidence. If he had done so 
and should have been able to maintain his claim he would have been 
entitled to arrears, because the application was made in 1874. But he 
did not do it, and a great many cases come to us where I have no doubt 
if they were tried by juries the claimants would maintain their cause 
and get their arrears; but they have given it up. Six or eight or ten 
years’ experience in such a place satisfies a man to go somewhere else if 
possible. The facts are sufficient to convince the Senate. 

Mr.COCKRELL. AsI understand, the requirements are that there 
shall be the evidence of the surgeon of the regiment or of two commis- 
sioned officers or of two of the comrades of the company or regiment in 
the service. Those requirements are only regulations of the Depart- 
ment, and not statutory enactments. 

Mr. BLAIR. ‘There are only regulations; thereare no statutory rules 
of evidence. Of course that, in the nature of things, it is proper to re- 
quire in the first instance. 

The bill was reported to the Senate witheut amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARGARET E, COCHRAN. 

The bill (H. R. 908) granting a pension to Margaret E. Cochran was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It to on the 
pension-roll the name of Margaret E. Cochran, widow of Thomas B. 
Cochran, late lieutenant-colonel of the Second Kentucky Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELIZABETH WARNER. 

The bill (H. R. 5729) granting a ion to Elizabeth Warner was 
considered as in Committee of the e. It to place the 
name of Elizabeth Warner, widow of Harrison Warner, late a 
of Company G, One hundred and eighty-second Regiment Ohio Vol- 
unteers, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CARTER W. TILLER. 

The bill (H. R. 4002) granting pension to Carter W. Tiller was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the le. It to place the name 
of Carter W. Tiller, dependent father of G. W. Tiller, late a private in 
Company A, Twenty-eighth Kentucky Volunteer. Infantry, on the 
pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. BRIDGET SMITH. 

The bill (H. R. 4070) for the relief of Mrs. Bridget Smith, mother of 
Patrick J. Smith, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to place on the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Bri Smith, 
mother of Patrick J. Smith, deceased, late of Company H, Tenth Min- 
nesota Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PARMELIA SMITH. 

The bill (H. R. 6092) granting a pension to Parmelia Smith was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Parmelia Smith, the invalid ter of the late Joseph R. Smith, a 
brevet brigadier- in the United States Army, on the pension- 
roll, at the rate of $20 month. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ROBERT C. M’KEE. 

The bill (H. R. 525) to restore Robert C. McKee to the pension-roll 
was considered as in Conimittee of the Whole. It to restore 
to the pension-roll the name of Robert C. McKee, late a private in Com- 
G, Twentieth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 
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The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Sawyrp 
May 6, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 525) gray). 
ing a pane to Robert C. McKee, have examined the same, and report t),; 
they have adopted the report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of {),, 
— of Representatives, hereto annexed, and recommend the passage of {), 

il}. 

This committee of the Forty-eighth Congress having reported a bill favora},\, 
for the relief of this claimant, the same passed the House, but failed of consi,j- 
eration in the Senate. Therefore your committee adopt the printed report of 
this committee of the Forty-eighth Congress, as follows: 

“That Robert C. McKee enlisted in the military service of the United Sia)o. 
as a private in Company C, Twentieth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, J,), 
1861, and was d on su n’s certificate of disability January 14, | +, 
for total loss of vision of left eye and partial loss of the right; also disabj)(\ 
leftarm from a fracture producing partial anchylosis of the elbow-joint, existing 
before enlistment. 

** December 1, 1866,he was pensioned at the rate of $6 per month for loss o/ 
sight of left eye and partial loss of right, which was increased to $8 per mo111; 
July 23, 1870. 

** June, 1880, claimant was dropped from the pension-roli, by order of the Sec. 
retary of the Interior, on the charge that the disability for which the soldic; 
was pensioned existed prior to and at the time of his enlistment in the military 
service of the United States. 

“The evidence taken by a special examiner of the Pension Office in support 
of this charge was ex parte, the claimant having no notice of the taking of suc}, 
testimony, as is shown by the examiner’s report to the honorable Comm issio:, 
of Pensions. . 

** November 20, 1880, the claimant was indicted by agent jury of the United 
States court at Indianapolis, under section 5438, Revi Statutes, for presenting 
false vouchers, &c., and on May 21, 1881, was tried by a jury of said court, and a 
verdict of ‘not guilty’ rendered. 

“ Hon, Charles L. Halstein, United States attorney at Indianapolis, in a lett. 
to Attorney-General MacVeagh, says of the trial In this case: ‘The evide: 
was very conflicting, and on the evidence the verdict can not be complained 


of. 

“General J. J. Reynolds, a disti ished citizen of Indiana and a resident of 
La Fayette, Ind., during and since war, in a statement before this com mittee, 
May 26, 1834, in — of the restoration of this soldier to the pension-ro!l, says 
that he mustered Tw Regiment Indiana Volunteers into the Unite: 
States service, and that from seeing the condition of this soldier at the time of 
his trial in the district court at Indianapolis, he is satisfied he would not have 
mustered a man in such a condition into the military service, and expressed the 
emphatic opinion ity of this soldier could not have existed at the 
time of his enlistment and muster into the service. 

“From an ex: of all the evidence in this case, and the statement « 
General Reynolds to your committee, we are of opinion that aclear preponder- 
ance of the evidence is in favor of the restoration of this soldier to the pension- 
roll, and therefore report the accompanying bill to the House and recommen: 
its passage.”’ 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


NEWTON DAY. 


The bill (H. R. 448) granting a ion to Newton Day was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Newton Day, late a private in Company B of the 
One hundred and fortieth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
s third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

GEORGE W. STOUT. , 

The bill (H. R. 1841) granting a pension to George W. Stout was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the 
name of George W. Stout, late a private in Company K, Seventieth 
Ohio Volunteers, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ELIZABETH LUCE. 


The bill (H. R. 5997) Se to Elizabeth Luce was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the e. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Elizabeth Luce, widow of John W. Luce, late a 
private in Company E of the First Ohio Light Artillery. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro — The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Saw- 
YER May 6, 1886: 

on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5997) grant- 

have examined the same, and rt that they 


have the report of the on Invalid Pensions of the House of 
hereto annexed, and recommend the passage of the bill. 

Luce is the widow of John W. Luce, deceased, late a private 

of E, First Ohio Artillery, who died ‘at Grand Junction, Iowa, 

Ni 7, 1883. Cause of death as reported by Dr. J. the attend- 


gastritis .K 
ieee chronic ; relapse, complications ; Smmetdebatey. kid- 
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manufacturing grindstones, and he worked with him nearly all the time for 
three years prior to his enlistment, and knew him to be a sound, able-bodied 
man, commanding the best wages for his labor. 

Dr. A. S. Allen, of Berea, Ohio, testifies that he attended claimant's family, 
and met him often while he was engaged in work about the quarries prior to 
his enlistment, and he has no knowledge of his ever being sick or in any way 
disabled during that time; he believes he should have known if he had heen 
unsound. After his discharge, in 1864, he (Luce) applied to him for aid for some 
urinary trouble, he thinks inability to pass urine, and he was troubled thereby 
until he moved ag 2 in 1866, 

Andrew Berwick, lieutenant of Company E, First Ohio Light Artillery, testi- 
fies that when claimant entered the service he was a sound, healthy man, and 
so continued until August 15, 1863, when at Battle Creek, Tenn., he was injured 
in his urinary organs by the ring on the pommel of his saddle while he was 
driving one of the teams attached toa gun of his battery. Thisisfurther proven 
by aftidavits of comrades; and the continuance of disability to date of death is 
proven by abundant and credible testimony. 

Dr. G. Low testified April 22, 1867, that he examined claimant and found him 
suffering from enlarged prostate gland and stricture, irremediable, except 
through surgical operation, which would endanger his life, and would not be 
advisable except as a last resort. 

While the diagnosis of death-cause by the physician who attended him in his 
last illness does not name stricture of urethra as the cause of death, yet it is a 
reasonable presumption that it contributed largely to produce the general de- 
bility, kidney, and other troubles which did culminate in death. 

Your committee are of the opinion that the soldier’s death is clearly traceable 
to the disability received in the service, and believe his widow should be pen- 
sioned; therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM ANTES. 

The bill (H. R. 5329) granting a pension to William Antes was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of William Antes, late of Company C, First Reg- 
iment United States Artillery. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLOTTE ALGIER. 


The bill (H. R. 4229) granting a pension to Charlotte Algier, widow 
of Samuel Algier, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to place on the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Charlotte Al- 
gier, widow of Samuel Algier, latea private in Company G, Thirty-first 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. MARY HASTINGS. 

The bill (H. R. 3198) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Hastings 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the ion-roll the name of Mrs. Mary Hastings, widow of Robert 
Hastings, late a private in Mike Galbreath’s company of scouts and 
guides, who was wounded in 1863, and died from the wound in 1866. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
athird reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN H. SNYDER. 


. The bill (H. R. 2803) granting a pension to John H. Snyder was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of John H. Snyder, late a private in Company C, 
One hundred and sixth New York Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JANE W. DEVEREUX. 

The bill (H. R. 1100) granting a pension to Jane W. Devereux was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Jane W. Devereux, mother of George W. Devereux, late of the Tenth 
Massachusetts Battery, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


FRANCIS M. MOORE. 

The bill (H. R. 6389) granting a pension to Francis M. Moore was 
considered a3 in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Francis M. Moore, late a private in Company 
F, Nineteenth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ANN LITTLE. 


The bill (H. R. 4539) granting a pension to Ann Little was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Ann Little, widow of John Little, late a private 
in Company A, Eleventh Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAIR 
May 6, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4539) grant- 
ing. a pension to Ann Little, have examined the same, and report : 

facts in this ease have been fully stated in the accompanying report of the 


Committee on Invalid Pensions (House Report No. PH). which we adopt, 
and recommend the bill do 


pass. 
Ann Little is the widow of John Little, who was a private in Company A, 


Eleventh Regiment Massachusetts Infantry, who was ned by certificate 
No. 12210 for wound received in action. His occurred March 16, 
1374—cduse softening of brain, epilepsy. She filed a claim for widow's 
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pension July 13, 1874, which was rejected January 9, 1877, “‘ on the ground that 
disease of which soldier died was not the result of his military service.’ 

The evidence shows that he entered the service a sound and healthy man, 
that he received a severe wound of thigh at the battle of Fair Oaks, Va., for 
which he was discharged and pensioned. 

George Alexander and Anna Alexander, neighbors, testify that they knew 
soldier for twelve years or more during his lifetime; knew him when he re- 
turned from the Army,and were familiar with his physical condition from his 
arfival home to the date of his death; knew he was disabled by disease con- 
tracted in the service ; that he never was a well man from the time of his dis- 
charge up to the time of his death. He was to perform any manual 
labor either for the support of himself or of his wife and family. His wife was 
the main support of the family, excepting what was received from his pension ; 
that their means of knowledge was derived from an intimate acquaintance as 
neighbors and while occupying the I es 

Moses W. Wild, M. D., te » is a member of Massachusetts Medical So- 
riety and the Suffolk District ] that John I died from 
the effect of injuries r soldier had been known by him for 
thirteen years, he i: friendly visits, looking after his far 
ily, seeing thatthey rhat soldier went to the wara strong, 
healthy man, where | re gunshot wound of right thigh about | 
inch from the middle groin, near the femoral artery and nerve,the ba 
passing directly thror From this time up to the day of his death 
his right leg caused } I making it im] 
such as a laboring man is required to do to support a famil; 
years of his life he suffered from paralysis of his right side, and the last year soft- 
ening of the brain made its appearance ; from time to time he would fall down 
insensible, and in one of these fits he died before a doctor could be called in 

Your committee are of opinion from the evidence that the gunshot wor l 
the right groin was the cause of the paralysis of right side which eventual 
veloped into and culminated in softening of the brain and final insensible fits 
which ended in death of soldier. The widow is old and poor, has had a | 
struggle to keep her family together, is now nearly blind, and has at best but a 
few more yearsto live. They therefore recommend the passage of the accom- 
panying bill. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ROSINA HEINEMAN. 

The bill (H. R. 1651) for the relief of Rosina Heineman was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion roll the name of Rosina Heineman, dependent mother of William 
Heineman, formerly a member of Company E, Second Regiment New 
York State Mounted Rifle Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ISAAC CARLETON. 

The bill (H. R. 1889) granting a pension to Isaac Carleton was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Isaac Carleton, late of Company FE, Fifteenth Reg- 
iment Ohio National Guards. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLArr 
May 6, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R 
ing a pension to Isaac Carleton, have examined the same, and report 

Your committee have carefully examined all the facts in this case, and concur 
in the findings of the report of the House committee, made during the present 
session (House Report No, 1098), and report back the bill with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 

The claimant enlisted in Company E, Fifteenth Regiment Ohio National 
Guards, May 2, 1863, and was discharged September 3, 1863. Claimant, while a 
member of Company E, Fifleenth Ohio National Guards, and while in line of 
duty near Pomeroy, Ohio, in July, 1863, while pursuing General Morgan, was 
wounded by a buckshot under the left shoulder, and was taken prisoner, and 
from said wound claimant has never recovered, The proof shows prior to his 
entry into the service he wasa man of good, sound physical health, being, when 
enlisted,a farmer. 

Claimant filed his application for pension December 20, 1879, and the same was 
majentns June 15,1883, because claimant was not in the United States service 
when said wound was received, but in the State militia,and not entitled topen- 
sion unless claim had been prosecuted to completion prior to July 4, 1874 

W. H. Mills testifies that he was a private in Company E, Fifteenth Ohio Na- 
tional Guards, and about the 18th of July, 1863, near Pomeroy, Ohio, the claim- 
ant, while pursuing General Morgan’s command, was wounded by a buckshot 
under the left shoulder, he being a prisoner at the time. Affiant says he was 
also a prisoner in the hands of Morgan’s men. 

James H. Hyseel, examining surgeon, certifies that he has carefully examined 
Isaac Carleton, claimant, as late as March 1, 1852, fot alleged disability resulcing 
from a buckshot wound under left shoulder,and in his opinion claimant was 
one-half incapacitated for obtaining his subsistence by manual labor from causes 
above stated. 

This claimant has received a gunshot wound of the chest. Missile entered on 
lateral aspect of the chest, about 3 inches below lower margin of the scapula, 
passing forward through the chest, and having its exit abovt 1 inch to the left 
and a little above left nipple, fracturing the fourth rib in its passage. There is 
an exostosis at point of fracture of rib about one-half as large asan English wal- 
nut. There is dullness on percussion over lateral and superior portions of left 
lung. The evidence clearly shows that claimant was in the line of duty, and 
did well and faithfully discharge his duty asa soldier for his country and his 
country’s flag, as much so as if he had been regularly mustered into the United 
States service, and in so doing he incurred a disability for life. 

While the general pension laws debar the Pension Office from favorable con- 
sideration of the claim, yet your committee are fully of the opinion that Con- 
gress should grant relief to the claimant, who is now disabled from his wounds, 
as above stated. 

As Congress has invariably afforded relief in cases of this character, yourcom- 
mittee recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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ANDREW T. M’REYNOLDS, 
The bill (S. 2217) for the relief of Andrew T. McReynolds was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. The preamble recites that An- 
drew T. McReynolds served as captain of Company K, Third Dragoons, 
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United States Army, in Mexico, during the war with that republic, 
and while acting in squadron with Captain (the late General) Phil. 
Kearny, the usual escort to the general-in-chief, was, on the 20th of 
August, 1847, disabled by a grapeshot wound, in a charge at the gates 
of Mexico, by reason whereof he was placed on the pension-roll at the 
rate of $25 per month, which pension he continued to receive until the 
15th of June, 1861, when he was mustered into the volunteer service 
as colonel of the First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry (the first volunteer 
cavalry regiment organized for the late civil war), and served as such 
until the 22d of August, 1864, when he received an honorable discharge, 
during all of which time his pension was withheld from him, amount- 
ing in all to $950, no part of which sam has since been received by 
him. 

The bill directs the Commissioner of Pensions to pay to McReynolds 
$950, taking his receipt therefor in full discharge of the claim. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAIR 
May 6, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S, 2217) for the re- 


lief of Andrew T. McReynolds, have examined the same, and repo 


rt: 
The principal facts oT which the present claim are based are stated briefly 
in. the gocnnate of the bill, as follows: 

“Andrew T, McRey nolds served as captain of Company K, Third Dragoons, 
United mates Army, in Mexico, during the war with that republic, and while 
acting in squadron with Capt. (the late General) Phil. Kearny, the usual escort 
to the general-in-chief, was, on the 20th day of August, A. D. 1847, disabled by a 
grapeshot wound, in a charge at the gates of Mexico, by reason whereof he was 
placed on the pension-roll at the rate of $25 per month, which pension he con- 
tinued to receive until the 15th day of June, A. D. 186 861, when he was mustered 
into the volunteer service as colonel of the First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry 
(the fi: st volunteer cavalry regiment organized for the late civil war), and served 
as such until the 22d of August, A. D. 1864, when he received an honorable dis- 
charge, during all of which time his said pension was withheld from him, 


amounting in all to the sum of £950, no part of which sum has since been re- 
ceived by him, 


The fact appears from the evidence that notwithstanding his disability, for 
for which he was pensioned, this brave soldier nevertheless volunteered in the 
next great war in which his country became involved, and rendered good an 
efficient service, although disabled. This would appear to be an additional 
reason why during the time he was again in the service he should have drawn 
his pension, instead of being deprived of it during such active service. 

Your committee, therefore, report back the bill and recommend that it do pass. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That seems to be a very peculiar case. I do not 
think it properly belonged to the Committee on Pensions. It is purely 
and essentially a claim, and I do not see how that committee could 
justly and properly take jurisdiction of it. 

If this officer or soldier is entitled to be paid the amount of his pen- 
sion withheld while he was in the service, every other person so situated 
ought to be entitled to it. If the Committee on Pensions had proper 
jurisdiction of this case it seems to me they should have reported gen- 
eral legislation; and if they considered it an individual claim, it ought 
to have gone to the Committee on Claims. 

I think the Committee on Claims is the proper committee for the 
consideration of cases of this kind, and I hope the Senator from New 
Hampshire will consent to have the bill referred to the Committee on 
Ciwims. I move that the bill be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri moves 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BLAIR. Colonel McReynolds was the associate and companion 
of General Kearny in some of the most gallant actions of the Mexican 
war. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There is no question about that. 

Mr. BLAIR. He was always considered as quite the equal of Gen- 
eral Kearny in military capacity, in gallantry, and in service, and their 
names were associated in the Mexican war. As the evidence shows, 
he was disabled by a grapeshot wound in that war, suffered severely, 
and drew a pension down to the war of 1861, but then, notwithstand- 
ing his disability, on account of his great military qualities, upon vol- 
unteering he was accepted in the service, and rendered most valuable 
and efficient service with almost as distinguished honor as in the Mex- 
ican war itself. During this period of time, notwithstanding he en- 
tered the service under disability, and for that reason his service would 
seem to merit increased consideration of a pecuniary character, his pen- 
sion was suspended. He received his pay as an Army officer. He 
discharged his duty as efficiently as any Army officer whatever, and 
he did it under the disability contracted in the Mexican war. 

It seemed to the committee that it was certainly proper that he 
should have received compensation for the disability which he was 
suffering during the time he was discharging these duties. I think 
the Senator himself will admit that there can be no good reason why 
the bill should not be passed and why this man should not receive the 
amount of pension withheld during the time he was in service in the 
last war. 

If that be just, upon a mere question of a technical nature as to what 
committee should consider the question, it would seem to be a little 
hard upon him now at this late period of the session, no question of 
this kind ever having occurred to any one certainly on the committee, 
to send his case to another committee and thus delay the remedy to 
which he is entitled. 

As the Senator sees, this is a Senate bill. It has not been consid- 
ered by the other House as yet, and if it goes to the Committee on 
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Claims there will be just so much more delay. I never heard of an- 
other case like this, and I do not believe there is the slightest danger o 
embarrassment to the service from passing this bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. This claimant has waited twenty-two years. HH. 
was discharged from the volunteer army in 1864. That was twenty 
two years ago, and I donot think that much harm could be done by the e 
delay which would be caused by areference to the Committee on Claims. 

There is force in what the Senator says, but notwithstanding we have 
different committees for the purpose of considering claims and cases ay 
bills of different characters and shades and affecting differeat classes 

The Senator says that he does not know of any other similar case: | 
could not say that there was any other case, but—— 

Mr. BLAIR. Has the Senator ever considered such a case in the 
Committee on Claims? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Ido not remember considering any such case 
but the Committee on Claims might have this case and they would make 
an investigation of it,and would probably ascertain whether there wer, 
any other claims of thisclassornot. There must have been, in the very 
nature of things, a number of citizens who had been in the service of 
the United States, either as citizens or soldiers, prior to 1861 and who 
after that time enlisted in the Union Army. It must have been so. 
They all come in the same category; they all come under the same 
law. The law, as I understand it, at that time prohibited any one who 
was entitled to a pension and held an appointment under the Govern- 
ment from receiving both the pension and the salary of the office. The 
salary of the office was received in full for the services while they were 
rendered. 

I think it would be far better that the bill should go to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. Some question might arise that we could not sce unti! 
that committee would have an opportunity of investigating it. 

Mr. BLAIR. I did not intend by what I said by any means to con- 
cede that this was a bill which should go to the Committee on Claims 
in any event. It relates purely and solely to the matter of pensions, a 
pension which this man had been receiving and which for the time be- 
ing was suspended. It seems to me there is no more reason why a }i!! 
like this should go to that committee than a bill for the restoration of 
one who has been dropped from the rolls to the rolls again. It all re- 
lates to a matter of suspended pensions. 

The question is whether, under the pension laws or under those gen- 
eral considerations which affect the granting of pensions, gallantry of 
service, and the desert of the applicant, this pension should be restored. 
It is a pension matter pure and simple, and went properly, I think, to 
the Committee on Pensions orginally. 

In regard to this man there is a great deal of evidence with which 
the report might have been encumbered—record evidence of his very 
distinguished service. I am not aware, nor is the Senator, for he states 
no instance, of asingle other case where a man suffering from disability 
entered the service during the late war. There may have been other 
cases, but they must have been exceedingly rare or they would have 
come to our attention. I think the Senator’s assumption that there 
may have been many cases of this kind is without probable proof. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There is the case of General Shields, asomewhat 
notorious case, drawing a pension, and who was also in the Union 
Army after drawing it. 

Me BLAIR. This man’s service was as deserving as that of Gen- 

eral Shields. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 2 o’clock having ar- 
rived, the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, which 
is the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


from the House of Representatives, by Mr. T. O. TowLes, 
its “Chief Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by the 
President pro tempore: 

A bill (H. R. 473) granting a pension to William Boone; 






A bill (H. R. 556) granting a pension to Bridget Sherlock ; 

A bill (H. R. 599) granting a pension to Mrs. Honorah Maloney; 

A bill (H. R. 601) granting a pension to Alonzo V. Richards; 

A bill (H. R. 607 ting a pension to Janet E. B. Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 1106 suntan d edidion to Mary & Carll; 

A bill (H. R. 1252) granting a pension to E A. Smalley; 

A bill (H. R. 2070 ting a pension to William Paugh; 

A bill he Son} the relief of Silas Corzatt; 

A bill (H. R. 3321) for the relief of Samuel C. Fisher; 

A bill (H. R. 3478) granting an increase of pension to Alonzo May- 
nard; 

A bill (H. R. 3741) granting a pension to Emeline Roberts; 

A bill (H. R. 3753 es eee fo oe D James; 

A bill (H. R. 4134 the relief of Margaret Callanan ; 

Aa Sot ah ab eh in 

A . gran a to , us; 

A bill (H. R. 4903) granting a pension to Christian Smarzo; 

A bill R. 4905) granting a pension to Aaron C. Johnson; 

A bill R. 4977) granting a pension to James N. Hair; 
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5085) for the relief of Mary Hill; 

5655) granting a pension to Elizabeth B. Bell; 

5937) granting a pension to Sarah Gregg; 

. R. 6502) granting a pension to Lucy Ann Drew; 

H. R. 7519) to increase the pension of Isaac N. Hawkins; 

H. R. 5789) to amend section 2552 of the Revised Statutes of 





. R. 
R. 
. R. 


A bill 

A bill 

A bill 
the United States; and 

A bill (H. R. 6661) to provide for closing up the business and paying 
the expenses of the Court of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, and 
for other purposes. 





MRS. ELLEN M. BOGGS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SEWELL in thechair). The Chair 
lays before the Senate the bill (S. 722) for increase of pension to Mrs. 
Ellen M. Boggs, which has been returned from the House of Repre- 
sentatives at the request of the Senate for correction. The Chair asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to have the mistake corrected in 
the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. What is the mistake? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mistake is in one leiter in the 
bill in the name ‘‘Brenton.’’ The correction is to strike out ‘‘ Bien- 
ton” and insert ‘*Brenton;’’ so as to read ‘“‘ widow of William Bren- 
ton Boggs.””? By unanimous consent the correction will be made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that a House bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is a Senate bill recalled from the 
House for the purpose of making a correction. The bill stands passed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. So I understand. 

SAMUEL HANSON. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
bill (S. 356) granting a pension to Samuel Hanson, returned from the 
House of Representatives at the request of the Senate. The question 
is on the motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed— 
another bill, a House bill, having been passed in place of it. If there 
be no objection, the Senate bill will -be posineinet indefinitely. The 
Chair hears none, and that order is made. 


UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system of, bankruptcy 
thoughout the United States. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to make a suggestion, which I make at the in- 
stance of the President of the Senate. An order was made that the 
bill should be read section by section foramendments, every member of 
the Senate however to have the right to go back at any time to a passed 
section; butthe President of the Senate suggests that it would be prob- 
ably much more convenient to the Senate to have the bill read straight 
through and then have the amendments moved in the ordinary way. 
Therefore I ask leave to have the former order rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, the order 
will be rescinded and the bill will be read through. The reading of the 
bill will be proceeded with. 

Mr. TELLER. I understand that it will not be in order to offer 
amendments as the reading proceeds? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be first read through. 

Mr. HOAR. And then amendments may be offered. 

The Chief Clerk resumed the reading of the bill at section 13 and 
read to the end of section 30. 

Mr. GEORGE. Is the reading now going on for the purpose of 
amendments to the various sections as they are read? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is understood that the bill will 
first be read through, and it will then be open for amendment. 

a The President of the Senate desired that course to be 
pursu 

Mr. GEORGE. I wanted to know what the order was. The bill is 
to be read through first before any amendments are offered? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis. The reading will proceed. 

The Chief Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to make two merely formal amendments. 

I move to add as section 109 these words: 

Sec. 109. This act shall be known as the bankruptcy act of 1886. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. Insection 106 there is a blank left in the print in lines 
4and 5. I wish to amend so as to insert after the word “ on,”’ in line 
4, the words ‘‘ the Ist day of April,” and after ‘‘ eighteen hundred and 
eighty”? to insert “‘seven,’’ as the time when the act shall go into full 
operation. The section will then read: 

nnn 106. That this ostchel take effect as tothe appointment of commissioners 


and the promulgation of rules upon its , and shall go 
into on the So den of April, 1887, and no r shall be deemed 
to have earned any salary excepting from and after said last-mentioned day. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
TAXATION OF RAILROAD-GRANT LANDS. 
iy a WYCK. With the consent of the Senator from Massa- 


chusetts (ag hafta pedir hee aa aside tempo- 
itt ae so that the Senate may resume the consideration of Senate bill 
1812, Calendar number 313. 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the Senator from Nebraska? 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 1812) to provide for taxation 
of railroad-grant lands, and for other purposes. 

Mr. ALLISON. What is the bill now? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Simply to tax railroad-grant lands. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an amendment pending, pro- 
posed by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNps], which will be 
read. 

The Cuter CLERK. 
vide”’ 


Is there objection to the request of 


In line 12 of section 1, after the word ‘‘ 
and before the colon, the amendment is to insert the words: 
- And to all liens of the United States, all mortgages of the United States, and 
all rights of the United States in respect to such lands, 

So as to read: 

That any such land sold for taxes shall be taken by the purchaser subject to 
the lien for costs of surveying, selecting, and conveying, to be paid in such man- 
ner as the Secretary of the Interior may by rule provide, and to all liens of the 


United States, all mortgages of the United States, and all rights of the United 
States in respect of such lands. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand that the bill relating to the taxation of 
land-grant railroads has been called up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the bill under consideration. 

Mr. BLAIR. It isa bill that I opposed the other day, and I gave 
my reasons for opposition to it. Ido not care to consume the time of 
the Senate any further, Hut I should like the Senator from Nebraska 
to accept an amendment which I suggested the other day. I have not 
the papers here now, as the bill has come up unexpectedly. Iask the 
Senator to accept the amendment offered by me the gther day provid- 
ing that upon any sale of these lands for non-payment of taxes the 
United States may become a purchaser, and that in case of the pur- 
chase by the United States, on the United States paying the tax the 
lands shall revert to the public domain, to be disposed of under the 
laws appertaining thereto. I apprehend—though my apprehensions 
may be unfounded—that otherwise these lands will in vast quantities 
fall into the hands of unscrupulous speculators. That fear, in my be- 
lief, is largely the source of the repulsion to the bill. 

By virtue of this amendment the country itself may purchase these 
lands upon the payment of the taxes, and having purchased them they 
shall revert to the common mass of public lands, to be disposed of 
under the homestead and other laws that now prevail to prevent their 
aggregation in immense individual ownership, which I look upon as 
one of the crying evils already in our country, and which ought to be 
checked even in the older and longer-settled portions of the Union, and 
certainly in the Territories and in States which are comparatively of 
recent establishment something should be done to prevent the accumu- 
lation of these lands in the hands of individuals. 

In my own State I know that there is not such a great deal of land. 
Nevertheless the acquisition by tax titles of the unoccupied lands of the 
States has beena very seriousevil. In these Territories where so much 
of this land is available for cultivation it seems to me that the bill itself 
under the circumstances is injudicious; but at all events, unless we do 
guard the provisions of the bill in such a way that the land shall come 
from the railroads to the general mass or fund of public lands in the 
possession of the United States, we shall increase an evil already almost 
too grievous to be borne. 

I hope the Senator will accept my amendment. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator will have his amendment reduced 
to writing. 

Mr. BLAIR. Ihave not the papers here. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I think there will be no objection to the Senator 
proposing his amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to add the following proviso: 

Provided, That at any sale of lands under the provisions of this act the United 
States may become a preferred purchaser—— 

Mr. HARRISON. What does the Senator mean by that? 

Mr. BLAIR. I mean at the same price that is offered by others the 
United States shall take the land. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

ing of the amendment. 

TheCuterCLerk. Theproposed amendment is toadd the following: 


Provided, That at any sale of lands under the provisions of this act the United 
States may become a preferred purchaser, and in such case the lands sold shall 
be restored to the public domain and disposed of as now provided by the laws 
relating thereto. 


Mr. BLAIR. Does the Senator accept the amendment ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I have-no objection to the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BLAIR. There was another amendment I suggested, to insert 
as additional sections the following: 

Sec. —. That no natural person or - rsons or partnership shall bereafter ac~ 
quire, hold, or own, either by virtue of the laws relating to the disposition of the 
eee lands, or by grant, assignment, purchase, descent, or by any other method 

which title to land may be acquired, more than 320 acres of agricultural lands 
nor more than 640 acres of any description of lands which shall belong to the 
public domain, on orafter the passage of this act; and hereafter all patents and 


pro- 


The Secretary will resume the read- 








4954 





evidences of title to any portion of the public domain to which this act shall ap- 
ply shall recite the provisions hereof. 

Src That all lands acquired, held, or owned in violation of the provisions 
of this act shall be forfeited to the United States, and it shall be the duty of the | 
Attorney-General to enforce every such forfeiture by due process of law 

That amendment perhaps would not ve as secessary as the other, be- 
cause it would become, as I conceive, the duty of the United States to 


purchase these lands in every instance and return them to the public 
domain; and if that be so, and in consequence these lands be disposed 
of under the homestead and pre-emption act—probably under the home- 
stead act, as the pre-emption act is likely to be repealed, a bill being 
pending in the Senate at the present time for that purpose—then of 
course the land will go for homesteads, and I do not think it would be 
worth while to fix a limitation to govern for all time on these particu- 
lar lands unless there be a general provision applying to all public 
lands hereafter disposed of, which I believe would be a good thing to 
do, so that the public lands forever hereafter should be disposed of iz 
small quantities, and that they should be forever hereafter held in 
small quantities, no larger than the original ones, in 160 acres, or some 
subdivision thereof. Of course I refer to agricultural lands. 

There are considerations I am aware thatattach tosome of these lands 
in the West by reason of their lack of value until irrigation is provided 
on a large scale, that may make it proper to consider a proposition of 
this kind somewhat further; but in some way, I think, irrigation hav- 
ing been provided at the general public charge, the amount of land that 
is occupied by any one individual, the substantial control and income 
of which is made available by any one individual, should be limited to 
asmall quantity. I had some data—— 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator wants time to get his amendments in 
shape—— 

Mr. BLAIR. ff the Senator will excuse me a moment I have a list 
of the amendments; but my documents and my facts, my referencesand 
my magnificent argument, that the Senator from Nebraska has had no- 
tice of, are not at hand, because the bill has come up unexpectedly. 

Mr. HOAR. Perhaps the Senator will allow me to offer a slight 
amendment, and he can resume his afterward. I do not care to do it 
unless it is convenient to the Senator. 

Mr. BLAIR. I would ask the Senator from Nebraska—for I wish to 
offer no captious opposition to his bill—is not the evil which he aims 
at located in the States of Kansas and Nebraska almost wholly? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If the Secre will send for a petition pre- 
sented by the Senator from Michigan [Mr. PALMER] a few days ago, 
which was ordered to lie on the table, as this bill was under considera- 
tion, it will be seen where the evil prevails. 

Mr. BLAIR. Does the Senator object to the amendment? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Will theSecretary please send for that petition ? 
The Senator from New Hampshire has asked whether this does not 
apply exclusively to the States of Kansas and Nebraska. I desire to 
say to the Senator that that is not so. There are other States, and 
nearly every Territory is affected by this proposition. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not wish to press the amendment if the Senator 

ures me that the evil is in those other localities. Therefore I shall 


t offer it. 
I supposed that the Senator desired to inquire 


Mr. VAN WYCK. 
what the evils were. 

Mr. BLAIR. I am aware that they exist beyond those States. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. All the Territories, I think every one, and at 
least half a dozen States have suffered to a very great extent by reason 
of these corporations being allowed to shirk their honest responsibility 
of taxation upon real estate over which their title is absolute, which 
for years they have mortgaged and which for years they have held in 
the market and partly disposed of. 

Mr. BLAIR. Iam aware that there is a reply made to that. I do 
not know which position is correct—that of the Senator or those who 
oppose it. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If the Senator asks the question, I hope he will 
be patient enough to hear the full answer—— 

Mr. BLAIR. I have got the full answer. If there is more, I am 
willing to listen. Does the Senator wish to say anything mofe on that 
point? I am always edified by his elucidations. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No, sir; Ido not understand the Senator’s point. 

Mr. BLAIR. I am always edified by the Senator’s elucidation. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I trust so. Iam trying to do that and instruct 
as far as I am able to do so. 

Mr. BLAIR. The gentleman has great capacity in that 

Mr. President, I move one other amendment to be added to the last: 


And provided further, That the valuation of said lands upon which the same 
shali be ompes ted to taxation shall be subject to revision by the Secretary of 
the Interior 


I do not care to trouble the Senate with any further amendments if 
this is ado 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. TELLER. There can be no reason in the world that I can im- 
agine why it should be adopted. A citizen of New York who owns 
land in the Territory of Dakota is subject when it comes to a question 
of taxation to the authorities of Dakota. If anybody can give meany 
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reason why a railroad company should have any further or ¢g; 
rights than the citizens of the States I should be glad to hear it 

Mr. BLAIR. These lands are mainly in the Territories. 

Mr. TELLER. I know they are largely in the Territories. |; , 
not be supposed by anybody that there could be any interferen,, 
the Secretary of the Interior with assessments in a State. But wy}, 
not apply to a railroad company the same rule you apply to a citiz.)» 
This is the railroad company’s land. It has got all that it is nec: 
to get te enable it to receive the value of its land. It sells the |, 
For thousands and tens of thousands ‘of acres the companies hay, 
ceived the benefit of the title given them by the United States, 
they decline to pay the few cents an acre that are required to | 
to complete and perfect the title; that is, they decline to pay for ; 
surveys for the express purpose of keeping them out of the tax-) 
the Territories. 

The man who goes upon the alternate section of Government ja) 
and makes his title pays taxes upon the soil. The man who | 
the railroad company by the side of him holds it for af indefinite Jeny 
of time and does not pay any tax atall. It is giving to the raijroad 
companies a value to their land that they are not entitled to have 
exempting it from taxation or by allowing a different rule in this , 
from what is applied to the citizen who owns land by the side « 
whether he happens to be a non-resident or a resident. 

Why should the Secretary of the Interior interfere any more to | 
tect a great, strong railroad corporation that is being unjustly and wn. 
duly assessed by a Territory than he should to protect the hardy set: 
who ison the publicland? It does not appear to me that we ouvht t 
put in a provision of this kind im the bill. There is not any reas 
suppose that the Territories will unduly tax these lands. The rai!ros 
companies have got their title to many acres of them. They are pay- 
ing taxes on all which they have a patent for, and nobody that | ha 
heard of complains of an undue assessment either by State or by Ter. 
tory upon these railroad companies. Let the railroad companies alon 
to take care of themselves. They are as able to battle with the au 
thorities of the Territories as the settler is; and if the Secretary of th 
Interior is not to interfere to protect the man who has a lowly cabin on 
160 acres, I do not think he ought to interfere to protect a great biz 
corporation that has millions of acres of the public lands that for veo 
it has withheld from the tax-lists, in many instances having derived the 
full benefit of the grant by sale and payment—by sale to the settler ani! 
payment from the settler. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator’s remarks apply to but a very small por- 
tion of the lands that are to be affected by the passage of this bill, ani 
as I understood and still believe, the evil that is sought to be remed ici! 
is confined almost wholly to the States of Nebraska and Kansas. |: 
a ae he a very slight degree in the State of Colorado. But the 

of this bill, or one thing that as I understand can be 
ane by i it ar and almost certainly will be done, will be the forced sale 0! 
the vast mass of the as yet unimproved land grants which are in the 
in law of the railroads toe be sure, but Pwhich are nevertheless 
now and likely to be in many instances for years to come in precisely 
the same condition as the adjoining public land, unimproved and un 
improvable, but yet the basis of the credit upon which these rail roa: 
were built, and a source of no income, and for years hence not likely t» 
be the source of any e whatever. 

So the imposition upon these lands (many of which will not sel! 0: 
25 cents an acre to-day) of a very slight tax to be paid year after year 
with no income existing out of which to pay the tax, must result in 

ractically the forfeiture of these lands and vesting the title in some- 
body else; and all through Montana, and Dakota, and Washington Te: 
ritories, and i in New Mexico and Arizona, and in the Territory of Ut: sh, 
and in some of the Pacific States, perhaps in every one of them, these 
lands are likely to be, to use a homely expression, gobbled up by specu- 
latorsand held indefinitely for higher prices in the future. They w'! 
obtain them pr eeten: as we know that the Pacifie railroads, 


every one of or nearly every one of them, is embarrassed by de} 
finding it im San = income whatever upon the cost tha! 
built them originally, hardly able to meet their fixed charges on the: 

bonds and , and probably some of them will ultimately !:' 


into the hands of the United States, unless the United States may con- 
sider it cheaper to forfeit its claim rather than be embarrassed with te 


‘ie: these circumstances it is not exactly the thing, as it strikes m« 
to pass a law which givesan unlimited power of taxation in these con- 
paratively un communities when a county is organized ).\ 
ing all the powers of taxation which belong to an older and well- aioe’ 
community—it is hardly the thing to give such bodies the power to '' 
high valuations on these and so a resulti arabe 
is of credit 


ied comes . 
As I said before, the adoption of the t which I first move: 
will, ey ree een e omemeaonte’ #° be- 

cause I should consider it the duty of the Government officers to reac’: 

all these lands by the payment of the taxes and thus to return them ‘> 
the public domain. A part of the evil will thus be obviated, but '' 
that be done it seems to me—and it seems to me in any event—in «!! 








these communities which are as yet very sparsely populated and where 
the evil of which I speak is very likely to exist there should be some 
provision made to against an excessive valuation, so that if it be 
thought desirable for the corporations to retain their land they can do so. 

I am not very particular about this amendment. It struck me asa 
good amendment and I think it can do no harm to the bill and is 
likely to do it much benefit. I simply ask the sense of Senators, and 
leave the matter. t 

Mr. TELLER. When the honorable Senator says that this bill is 
ouly to affect Kansas amd Nebraska, to be mild he displays a great 
lackof acquaintance with the facts. I venture to assert that it affects 

more land to-day in the State of Colorado than it does in Kansas, or in 
Nebraska either, as the Senator from Nebraska suggests. It affects 
lands in Kansas, in Colorado, in Nebraska, in Montana, in Washing- 
ton, in Oregon, in California, in Nevada, in Wyoming, in New Mexico, 
and in Arizona. 

Mr. BLAIR. Then the Senator understands that it covers every 
aere of land grants which have been made over by the United States 
to various tions. 

Mr. TELL I understand that it covers all the land grants that 
the companies are entitled to and have aequired by virtue of a com- 
pliance with the statutes of the United States with respect thereto; 
and I do not know any rule of ethics or law or morals that justifies a 
railroad company in eseape from taxation and puts it upon the settler. 
I do not eare if it is in failing circumstances; I do not care if it isa 
brankrupt railroad; that has nothing to do with it. 

The first duty of every citizen is to pay taxes to the State in which 
he lives. That duty is exacted of the poorest man in the community 
who has a cow or an ox ora piece of land. Why it should not be ex- 
acted of a railroad company I am yet to learn. 

These railroad companies have for years, as I say, declined to dis- 
charge an express duty imposed upon them by law as a condition to 
taking these lands; and theSupreme Court says that because they have 
so declined, the State and the Territory shall not have the benefit of 
taxing the lands. They will not build school-houses with their taxes; 
they will not earry on municipal affairs of the State or Territory be- 
cause they decline to pay; and the Senator says that in these unsettled 
communities things are not as determinate and as settled as in some 
other sections and they are liable to be imposed upon. It is not true. 

It is not true of the people who have settled these Western Territo- 
ries that they have taken any advantage of the non-resident who owns 
land in their midst. Those States as they came into the Union made 
a contract not to do that, but if they had not made such a contract it 
wonld not have been done. If anybody can tell me why they should 
not bear their part of the burden I should like to have him do it. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to ask the Senator a question. 

Mr. TELLER. I will yield for a question. 

Mr. BLAIR. Does the Senator believe that there would have been 
one dollar of the capital that has into the construction of these 
roads and has made the communities of which he speaks possible, in- 
vested on the faith of these railroad grants, if it had been the under- 
standing or the belief that even in the remotest future, until those in- 
cumbrances were paid, one dollgr would be collected from the lands. 

Mr. TELLER. In the first place these railroad companies are not 
entitled to the credit of having settled up a great portion of the West. 
We got out there hundreds and in some cases thousands of miles be- 
and established flourishing communities. I have seen 
in the mountain regions 600 miles from a railroad a community that 
a do ee it to a ones England. I tee Fe miles beyond that 
a ement vigorous, intelligent, full of everything that 
went to make a country desirable. The railroads are not entitled to 
the credit of having settled thiscountry. The people in many instances 
went there and established themselves before the railroads came. We 
had a flourishing community in Colorado when there was not a railroad 
within 600 miles of us. 

We carted ing across the plains and we maintained a govern- 
ment there that would be a credit to any people in the world. When 
these railroad companies came there they brought us some advantages, 
and they took from us ing and compensatory advantages to 


i] 


them. We maintained and we supported them; we have enabled them 
and we have kept them running. We have been 
borne our part of the burden of 
insist that they shall do their part, and 
system to say to one man 


witlnes andl gion’ 


and todo it. We have 


tted under this 


without paying taxes,’’ while his*heigh- 
bor who lives on the adjoining section pays taxes. 
The Senator asks, do you believe anybody could have built the 
Mr. BLAIR. No, that teay ken have invested their money. 
Mr. TELLER. Wouldany have invested money and built the 
SET eats, if 16 was endantond thet these were to be 
understood that they were to be taxed. Every- 
body understood these lands were to betaxed. Ownership means 
pie on Does the Senator pretend to say that when these grants were 
made it was 
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taxed and it was provided that they should pay for the surveys, and it 
was never anticipated by anybody that they would make a refusal to 
| pay the excuse for escaping taxation. 

When the Senator says that these people would not have put their 
money in if they had supposed they were to pay taxes, let me ask did 
they not know that they were to pay taxes on the railroad? Did they 
not know that they were to pay taxes on their locomotives? Why then 
not pay taxes on their lands? I know some of the companies have 


paid the costs of survey, and some of the companies have taken their 
titles in accordance with the law; but others have not so done. It is 
to reach the cases where they studiously avoid paying their taxes that 


this bill is introduced. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I should like to ask the Senator from 
Colorado a question. Ought there to be any difference made in theleg- 
islation in regard to these companies who have paid for surveying the 


lands and those companies that have not? 

Mr. TELLER. If they have paid the money or made a tender they 
are taxable now. In other words, the railroad companies that have 
been honest, bona jide observers of the law are now taxed. The railroad 
companies that have escaped the law and have declined to discharge an 
obligation imposed on them by the statute are the 
ing. ‘ 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. The Senator does not understand m« 
This bill is designed mainly to relieve the governments in the Territo- 
ries from the effect of a decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

Mr. TELLER. A recent decision. Unsurveyed lands can not be 
taxed and are not tuxed in any of the communities. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I ask the Senator at what particular 
point it is proper to commence taxation of the lands by the States and 
Territories, and at what point the transfer of lands from the Govern 
ment takes effect ? 

Mr. TELLER. I do not think I quite understand the question. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. A grant is made in prwsenti, tor in- 
stance, to a railroad company. By the failure of the company to per- 
form « condition subsequent the grant is forfeited, or if the company 
fulfills the condition the grant becomes effective. Now, at what time 
properly should these lands be taxed by theStates and Territories; from 
the date of the grant, or from the date of the compliance with the con- 
dition, or from the date of the issuance of the patent? Is there any par- 
ticular point where it would be proper to commence taxation, or more 
proper than it would at any other particular point? 

Mr. TELLER. If the railroad company takes a patent that ends the 
subject and there is no necessity for legislation. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I understand that. 

Mr. TELLER. I will come to your question. If they have paid 
for the surveys, then there is no question; that is the end of that point. 
Now, when are they to pay taxes? They will not be taxed until after 
this bill passes. They will not be taxed except in cases where the 
company has not become the owner in the strict sense of the term. 
Now the companies are not the owners because they have not paid the 
paltry sum of 2 or 3 cents an acre for the cost of survey. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. The Senator will understand that I am 
not opposing the taxation of the land. I am in favor of some proper 
bill for that purpose. I am only making certain suggestions that oc- 
curred to me as proper. 

Mr. TELLER. This bill in substance provides that where they have 
earned the land and nothing remains for them to do but to pay this 
sum that they are bound te pay, the land shall be taxable, and that it 
may be taxable notwithstanding they decline to pay. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator from Colorado allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. TELLER. ~ Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _Iask whether he is quitesure that the first clauses 
of this bill will operate precisely in the way that he has just now so 
properly stated ? 

Mr. TELLER. [I think they will. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And when a railroad has earned the land and is 
entitled to it so that it can dispose of it, and fails to do what is neces- 
sary in the payment of the cost of taking out its patent it should be 
taxed, to which I entirely agree. I ask whether the bill does not go 
further in cases put as I shall state. I am told that in one instance— 
I do not know whether it is true, but I believe it to be true—one land- 
grant railroad company in this country has always paid the costs, paid 
its money in advance for the costs, wanted to get its land and could not 
get its patent for the reason that the Department says it is so far behind; 
that years and years have gone by in a great number of cases and the 
company can not get its patent and it will not undertake to puta set- 
tler on until it can sell him the land fair and square. 

Mr. TELLER. I do not suppose, and it is not intended by this bill 
and it is not the theory of the people who demand this, that they shall 
wait for a patent. Whenever it has been put in the power of a railroad 
company by discharging the obligation imposed upon it by law, which 
is to pay for the survey—and it is provided that this money that they 
pay in is to be used for making the surveys—to get title, that land be- 
comes taxable. 


ones who are escap- 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. But on what principle if the company can not get 
a title? 

Mr. TELLER. It can get the land. The law presumes the com- 
panies can get the land and they can sell it from that hour. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But have they a title? 

Mr. TELLER. They have a title; certainly they have a title. The 
Supreme Court has declared again and again that it is a grant in pra- 
senti. They are the owners, and if there is an exception to it I do not 
know of the railroad. There may be an exception; I am told there is 
one in California; but it is the only exception, I will venture to say, 
where they do not treat that land as absolutely theirs as if they had 
the patent. I can point to the honorable Senator land worth $100 an 
acre that has not paid a cent of taxes, and it has been worth that for 
years. I can show the Senator land that is very valuable, owned by a 
railroad company which they could take their patent for to-morrow, 
but they do not choose to take it. Why? Because they wish to reserve 
it for higher prices for speculation. 

There is not the slightest danger under this bill that any railroad 
company will be improperly interfered with. There seems to me to be 
on the floor of the Senate an undue anxiety to take care of the railroad 
companiesjustnow. Let them alone to take careofthemselves. There 
is not a railroad company in this country, however bankrupt it may be, 
that can not bring to its aid the best legal talent in America. I have 
noticed that they always have money enough to get the best lawyers 
in the land for any purpose; and if there is any attempt to unduly and 
improperly and illegally tax them they will find it out and the courts 
will give them proper redress. It is a question that concerns a great 
many communities. It may seem to some Senators who have been 
brought up in communities where they.found everything made to their 
hand, it may seem to Senators who have lived where the country has 
been settled for a hundred years, that it is a matter of very little con- 
cern who pays the tax. They ought to remember that the people who 
go out and settle in the West are poor people, and when they are called 
upon to build school-houses and court-houses and maintain order and 
society they are entitled to call for assistance upon ae who has 
got an acre of land that can be made available; and if the settler pays 
upon his little quarter-section and his cabin and his few cattle, I do 
not see any reason why the great railroad companies should not pay, 
and I do not think you need call upon the Secretary of the Interior to 
protect them. They will take care of themselves. 

Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President, listening to the remarks made by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, I ascertained that some amendments 
have been adopted to the bill, and I ascertained at the desk that one 
offered by himself had been adopted, which is as follows: 

Provided further, That at any sale of lands under the provisions of thigact the 


United States may become a preferred purchaser, and in such case the lands sold 


shall be restored to the public domain and disposed of as now provided by the 
laws relating thereto. 


bill be postponed until Tuesday next at 2 o’clock, and be the unfinished 
business at that time. Is there objection ? The Chair hears none, and 
it is so ordered. 


TAXATION OF RAILROAD-GRANT LANDS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (S. 1812) to provide for taxa. 
tion of railroad-grant lands, and for other purposes, is before the Senate 

Mr. DOLPH. I was about to say that as a member of the Commit. 
tee on Public Lands I joined in the report of this bill. Iam in fa, 
of removing, so far as the rights of the Uniteg States are conce med. 
every obstacle to the taxation of railroad lands whenever they ought in 
justice to be taxed. I recognize the fact that the present condition o; 
affairs works a great injustice to the people of the Western States anq 
Territories which ought to be remedied. Whenever railroad lands are 
improved and cultivated, whenever they have been sold and are occy- 
pied and are situated in organized counties they ought to be taxed as 
well as the even sections to which title has been acquired under the 
pre-emption and homestead laws. But I have heard so much said upon 
this question of taxation in regard to the conduct of the railroad com- 
panies in the matter of the payment of costs of the survey of their lands, 
and have heard the statement so often repeated that they refuse to 
accept title to their lands in order that they may avoid taxation, that 
knowing something of the facts in regard to at least one company, | de- 
sire to correct some statements which I think are mistakes. 

I introduced a resolution in this body, which was adopted, calling 
for information from the Secretary of the Interior, and hold in my hand 
his reply, which I will refer to presently. * 

This question of taxation stands as follows: In 1862 a grant of land 
was made to the Union Pacific Railroad Company, or what was after- 
ward known as the Kansas Pacific, of alternate sections on each side of 
the located line of their road within given limits. The act did not 
provide for the payment of the cost of surveying, selecting, and patent- 
ing the lands by the company. 

In 1864.an amendatory act was passed increasing the grant and con- 
ferring some valuable additional concessions upon the company, and 
providing that before patents for the granted lands should issue the 
company should pay the cost of selecting, surveying, and patenting the 
lands. 


In the case of the Railroad Compariy vs. Prescott, 16 Wallace, 603, 

in the Supreme Court of the United States it was held that the lien of 
the United States for the cost of surveying the 1 ads was such an in- 
terest in the lands that they could not be sold for taxes. That decision 
was followed subsequently by the Supreme Court in another case. 
' The case of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company was entirely dif- 
ferent. There was no provision in the charter of the company requir- 
ing the payment by the company of the costof selecting, surveying, aud 
patenting its lands, but this provision was contained in the charter: 

That the President of the United States shall cause the lands to be surveye:! 
for 40 miles in width on both sides of the entire line of said road, after the gen- 
eral route shall be fixed, and as fast as may be required by the construction 
said railroad. 

The United States has always surveyed the public domain at its own 
cost. When the bill incorporating the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany was pending in the Senate Senatdf Harlan offered an amendment, 
which was adopted, which required the railroad company to pay the 
cost of surveying, selecting, and conveying itsland, but the House re- 
fused to concur in the amendment, and the committee of conference 

that tl Senate — recede, eo "thinks * 

n 1870, inthesundry civil appropriation for the year end- 
ing July 1, 1871 pcan oe yes “ag requiring all railroad companies 
to pay the cost of ae selecting, and conveying their lands before 

ts should issue. Northern Pacific Railroad Company did not 
e that that was a constitutional enactment. They believed it was 
in violation of the vested rights conferred upon them by their charter, 
and it was so held in the case of Cass County vs. Donlus Momson, « 
purchaser of lands from the railroad company, in 28 Minnesota Kc 

rts, 257. In this case the act requiring the Northern Pacific Rail ro: a 
Company to pay the cost of surveying its land was held to be unconsti- 


I should like to inquire if that améndment is now subject to amend- 
ment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be the subject 
of amendment in the Senate. 

Mr. DOLPH. It seems to me that there should be an amendment 
that if the lands are not redeemed they should be restored, so that it 
would not look like an attempt to restore to the public domain any 
lands that happen to be sold for taxes. It is well known and is the case 
in all the Western States that whenever any land is sold for taxes it is 
subject to redemption within a given time, and a deed for the property 
is not given by the tax-collector to the tax-sale purchaser until after 
the time for redemption has expired. To make this amendment in 
harmony with the laws of the States and Territories where these lands 
are situated such a modification ought to be made. 

Mr. BLAIR. I would be glad if by unanimous consent these words 
could be considered incorporated in the amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us see about that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Oregon will send 
his proposition to the desk. 

Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President—— 


UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


Mr. HOAR. Before my friend proceeds I wish to ask for a unani- 
mous consent. I desire to make a request of the Senate in regard to 
the order of business. 

It is understood that to-morrow is set apart for the funeral eulogies 
of our deceased colleague, Mr. MILLER, of California. Monday is 
Decoration Day. Iam myself very desirous of going home to Massa- 
chusetts, and the only obstacle is ‘ts the necessity for taking care of the 
bankruptcy bill, which will come up on Friday, if the Senate shall sit 
on that day, which is yet undetermined. I desire, therefore, to ask 
unanimous consent that the bankru bill, which is now the unfin- 
ished business, may be the unfinished on Tuesday next at 2 


Thee the law stood when the Interior Department made an order that 
Se should 1 pay the costs of surveying lands which had already 
been patented to pe Coney. After some little controversy the 
Northern Pacific Railroad Company determined to pay such costs under 
protest, ae that the act requiring them to do 
so was wnconstitu 
I hold in ay eek nies from the Secretary of the Interior in re- 
sponse to the resolution referred to, accompanied by a communication 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, answering the several 
matters contained in the resolution, in which itis stated that the Nort!- 
ern Pacific —— Company has selected '7,903,026.25 acres of lan« 
within its ee ee eee and has selected 


3,343,395.07 acres of indemnity land, of 11,246, 421.32 
o’ clock. and that there has been surveyed to S date within the limits 
a PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request of | of the grant only 21,732,542 acres. He further states: 
e Senator from Massachusetts ? ny 
Mr. HOAR. The bill being postponed until that time. Tee seh af conveying. cmometing Sib. Sd acres have been patented tothe compa 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is proposed that the bankruptcy ond bouest-e7 acres Se sae hese patented or 








1886. 
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He says: 
regulations of this office make the payment of the cost of selecting a con- 
ain precedent to the approval of the lists of selections by the local officers; 
hence the number of acres selected (11,246,421.32 acres) is the number of acres 
for which the cost of and listing has been paid. 

The cost of is assessed at the rate of 30 cents per 100 words (15 for 
writing and 15 for reco ),and $1 for the seal of the office,and is payable 
when patent is ready for de a The cost of patenting, amounting to $168.85, 
has been paid on all the paten lands, viz, 746,589.52 acres. 

It appears therefore from the report of the Secretary of the Interior 
that the company has paid the cost of patenting all the lands that have 
been patented to it. e says: 

No patents are ready for delivery— 

Let it be understood that while there had been less than three-quar- 
ters of a million of acres patented and over 11,000,000 selected, no pat- 
ents are ready for delivery. 

No patents are ready for delivery, as the issue of patents to said company is, 
and has been for several years, suspended on account of the failure of the com- 
pany to locate and construct the road within the time required by the granting 
act. 

In other words, the Department has for several years declined to issue 
patents to the company because it was understood by the Department 
they have failed to construct the road as required in the granting act. 

The Commissioner further says: 

4aid company has not at any time after being advised of the readiness of this 
office to issue patenis directly refused to pay the cost of survey and patent, but 
it did fail to make its selections, and thereby to put this office in a position of 
readiness to issue patents. 

Now he specifies the general charge: 


It could at any time between 1873 =d 1880 have received patents for its lands 
in Minnesota, and, as fast as surveyed, east of the Missouri River in Dakota, had 
it made its selections and paid the fees. 


And this notwithstanding there are lists of selections aggregating ten 
millions of acres in the General Land Office unapproved. 

He furnishes also a list of the lands which have been patented to the 
company, from which it will appear that no patents have been issued 
to the company since October 13, 1873, nearly thirteen years, except 
for three thousand and sixteen and a fraction acres situated in Wash- 
ington Territory. 

This communication also contains the correspondence, and all the cor- 
respondence, between the Northern Pacific Railroad Company and the 
Interior Department in regard to this subject. 

Mr. TELLER. What document is that? 

Mr. DOLPH. It is Exeeutive Document No. 126 of this session. 

On page 13 of this document is found a letter written by the general 
counsel of the company to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
dated April 3, 1882, concerning this matter of the payment of the costs 
for the survey of the lands. This controversy was concerning the pay- 
ment of costs for lands which had already been patented by the Inte- 
rior Department to the company without the costs having been paid 
and without their having been demanded. Mr. Gray, the company’s 
counsel, says: 

¥our letter above mentioned— 


That is, a letter dated on the 29th of March, this having been written 
April 3 of the same year— 

Your letter above mentioned is the first demand or request received directly 
or —— from any one for such payment, and is the first intimation given 


that it wi be req or expected to be made. Since receipt of your letter 
on Saturday last the subject has had due and respectful consideration. 


That was written, as I have said, on the 3d of April, 1882. Con- 


tained in the same document, and on page 21, I find copies of resolu- | 


tions passed by the company, which appear to be on file in the General 
Land Office. They were passed on the 16th day of November, 1882, 
the following November after this correspondence in April, and are as 
follows: 

Whereas the board of directors, at its meeting on the 16th day of November, 


1882, adopted resolutions, of which the following is a copy, namely: 
Resolved, That the company shall 


granted Soar ene to aid in the construction of the road, as provided in 
section 4 of the r, and the president is hereby requested and instructed to 
cause the necessary steps to be taken to obtain patents by reason of constructed 
road heretofore approved by the President of the United States, and from time 
to time hereafter as constructed road shall be so approved. And it is further 


——- be, and he is hereby, authorized and instructed 
to cause to be paid the Treasury of the United States the cost of surveying, 


selecting, oe lands from time to time as such patents are issued 


or make such payment either under or without protest, 
as he may deem best for the interests of the company. 
to 


— - — between the Interior De- 
company not do it for the purpose of reflecting 
L aa no say that if I had held an executive office 
e that held by the Secretary of the Interior I myself would not have 
suspended action in to the patenting of these lands. I am find- 
fault with == of the Interior or any Commissioner of 
General Land eer ere een ie exiots I 
must infer from this letter (I must take this letter as conclusive upon 
all co ) that while one 

un to to patent 

these lands to the company, or to approve lists of selected lands, and to 
Pass upon the question of the title of the company to their lands, the 


Fe, 
$ 





States and the Territories have been demanding that when the lands 
have been earned they should be approved and patented to the compa- 
nies and be made taxable. They are right in regard to that, and they 
justly complain that while Congress has taken no action looking to the 
forfeiture of the grants, there has been inaction which has delayed the 
segregation of railroad lands from the public domain upon the part of 
another department of the Government, and that the communities in 
such States and Territories have suffered in consequence of such inac- 
tion. 

I make these statements merely that justice may be done. I think 
they ought to be made public in connection with what has been said 
during the discussion of this bill, and especially in regard to the dispo- 
sition of these companies not to obtain title to their lands so that they 
may become subject to taxation. 

As I said, these lands ought to be taxed whenever they have been 
earned, and whenever the title has passed from the Government, but 
when is that? What is the condition of this grant? TheSenator from 
Colorado said, and said rightly, that the courts have decided that these 
railroad grants are grants in presenti. I think the grant to the North- 
ern Pacific Railroad Company and to the Union and Central Pacific 
Railroad Companies are grants in presenti. They transferred to the 
companies a present title but a defeasible title, a title upon condition, 
and until the condition is performed the lands are liable to be forfeited 
by the act of the legislative department of the Government for non- 
performance of the condition and to be restored to the public domain. 

But that is not all,sir. These grants are grants of landin place and 
of indemnity lands. Thelandsin place are grants of alternate sections, 
odd sections within certain limits on each side of the line of the located 
road, in the case of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company iv the Ter- 
ritories 40 miles in width, and in the States 20 miles in width. But 
there are certain exceptions to this grant; for instance, there are the 
Indian reservations. Lands within the Indian reservations do not pass 
by the grant. Lands within military reservations do not pass. Min- 
eral lands do not pass by the grant unless they are coal or iron, I be- 
lieve. In the case of the Northern Pacific, and probably all the trans- 
continental roads, the grant embraces coal and iron lands, but other 
mineral lands are excepted. If lands were settled upon at the time 
the act took effect such lands are also reserved from the operation of 
the grant. 

In such a case it becomes necessary to determine in some authoritative 
manner what are the lands which are covered by the grant? It is nec- 
essary to segregate the lands which come within the operation of the 
granting act from the lands which are reserved from the operation of 
the act? How is that to be done? That can not be done until after 
the lands have been surveyed. Until they have been surveyed the 
grant is a floating grant, it is not, fixed itcan not be defined; but when 
the lands are surveyed the grant acquires a definite location. 

The next step is to segregate from the balance of the land within the 
limits of the grant lands which are excepted from itsoperation. That 
is what is called selecting the lands. How is thatdone? Anagentof 
the company, of the party owing the grant, goes to the local land office 
and makes up a list of lands which are supposed to come within the 
operations of the grant by legal subdivisions, whole sections, half-sec- 
tions, quarter-sections, or subdivisions less in amount, as the case may 
be, with the aid of register and receiver and the office plats and records, 

The lands which are excepted from the operation of the grant are not 
included or intended to be included in the lists. The register and re- 
ceiver approve the selected lists. Then they are sent up to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior for his examination and approval, and until the 
Secretary of the Interior approves such lists, the lands are not seg- 
regated from the publicdomain. No man can tell what the cost of sur- 
veying the railroad lands in a section is until they have been segregated 
from the other lands in the township, because the company is not re- 
quired to pay the cost of surveying the lands which it does not get. No 


2 D : | computation as to the costs can be made until the lists of selections 
roceed with due diligence to obtain pat- | 


ents from the United States, confirming the title of the company to the lands 


have been finally approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Still it is complained that this railroad company—anrd I speak con- 
cerning the Northern Pacific Company, because the only information I 
have concerning this matter relates to that company, and it is in this 
latter—it is complained that the Northern Pacific Railroad Company 


| is in default in not paying the cost of surveying its lands when out of 


over 11,000,000 acres which have been selected by the company there 
have been approved, segregated, set apart, determined by the action of 
the Secretary of the Interior to belong to the company only seven hun- 
dred and forty-odd thousand acres of land, while 10,000,000 acres of 
land have been selected and the lists of selections have been sent up 
and now lie in the office of the Secretary of the Interior awaiting his 
approval. Nobody can say asa matter of law or as a matter of fact 
that such lands all belong to the company, or that the company should 
pay for the survey of them all; and no request for such payment ap- 
pears to have been made of the company. 

What ought to be done? If these lands do not belong to the com- 
panies claiming them the Government should say so atonee. If there 
is no question about the company ownership they should be approved 
at once. If there is a question about any section or half-section or 
quarter-section it should be struck off the list and left for subsequent 
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action; but the great mass of the land should be approved at once, and 
the railroad companies given an opportunity to pay for the cost of sur- 
vey, and the patents be issued. That would settle all this question of 
the taxation of thelands. If the companies do not proceed with proper 
diligence to select the lands, some law could be passed requiring them 
to select them within a certain time after they were surveyed. 

I myself think that these lands can not and probably will not be taxed 
until the Secretary of the Interior has officially said that they belong 
to the railroad company. What do we propose todo? We pro; to 
substitute for the Secretary of the Interior the local assessors, and to say 
that every school clerk, that every county assessor, that every city as- 
sessor who makes an assessment shall determine the question for him- 
self whether the lands belong to the company, which involves the ques- 
tion as to whether they are mineral lands, and as to whether they are 
excepted from the operation of this act. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Would it be convenient for the Senator from 
Oregon to pause at this moment, retaining the floor when the bill is 
taken up again, leaving it the unfinished business, that I may ask the 
Senate to pass the Chinese treaty bill? 

Mr. DOLPH. I shall be very glad to yield the floor for that pur- 


pose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the pending 
order will be laid aside temporarily and the bill indicated by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio will be taken up. The Chair hears no objection. 


AMENDMENT TO RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. HARRISON submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 

Mr. SHERMAN. With the consent of the Senator from Oregon, I 
ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration of Senate bill 1991. I 
hope it will be passed without much debate. I have seen no other 
opportunity to bring it before the Senate. 

‘he Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 1991) supplementary to and amendatory of ‘‘An act to execute 
certain treaty stipulations relating to Chinese,’’ approved May 6, 1882, 
as amended by an act to amend said act approved July 5, 1884. 

Mr. INGALLS. What is the Calendar number? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Itis on the Calendar at the head of the special 
orders. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Perhaps I had better say to the Senate justa few 
words at this time. 

The bill was intended to carry into execution the existing laws in 
regard to Chinese immigration. It does not in the judgment of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, who are, I believe, unanimous on the 
subject, change in any material or essential particular the treaty or the 
laws which have heretofore been enacted; but in the administration of 
the law several questions of difficulty, legal questions, have arisen, which 
have been brought before the United States courts. 

This bill is mainly the work, as I am advised by the Senator who in- 
troduced it [Mr. FAtR], of the three United States judges on the Pa- 
cific coast whose duty it has been to administer the law. The pro- 
visions are mainly declaratory, or rather defining the meaning of the 
provisions of existing law, not with a view to change the principle of 
the law. 

The bill has been very carefully examined in the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, and, so far as I know, every provision was assented to 
with entire unanimity. 

The first amendmentof the committee, that in the first section, which 
probably is the most important amendment to the bill as framed by 
the judges, simply undertakes to define the meaning of certain phrases 
named in the law, because Judge Field had given a certain meaning 
to those phrases and a judge of a United States court, I believe, in 
Mass..chusetts, or one of the Eastern States, had given a different mean- 
ing. ‘The purpose of the first section of the bill as amended is to de- 
fine the legal meaning of phrases, as to what is included in the term 
“* Chinese laborer,’’ &c. 

I believe I have made all the explanation I need give in regard to 
the bill. I hope it will not lead to discussion, but if there is any amend- 
ment which is not understood, I shall try to explain it as best I can. 

Mr. PLUMB. Which construction was adopted in the preparation 
= the a the construction of Judge Field or of the judge in Massa- 
thusetts 

Mr.SHERMAN. Theconstraction of Judge Field was adopted with- 
out objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that the bill has 
not yet been read at length. The bill will first be read before action 
upon the amendments. 

Mr. SHERMAN. All right. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Foreign Relations with 
amendments. 

The first amendment was to strike out section 1, as follows: 

That on and after ninety days after this act takes effect, every Chinese laborer 


who, having been in the United States, has departed therefrom and reyq;,,,., 
absent from the United States for a period of two years, shall be deemed (... 
and held to have elected to remain permanently out of the United Stai.. . 
to have waived and abandoned his att return thereto under the proy\s\,,,.. 
of any treaty existing between the Un States and the Empire of (|, |;,, ; 
it shall not be lawful for any such laborer to return to the United <)., 
during the period prescribed for the suspension of the coming of Chinese },), _ 
ers into the United States; and all the provisions of this act, and of the ;,,;., 
w this act is amendatory and supplementary, relating to the exe)1)<;,, 
Chinese laborers, shall be applicable to the Chinese laborers so exclud:;| 
section. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

That the words “ Chinese laborer" and “ Chinese laborers,” wherey, 
in this act, orin the acts to which this act is supplementary oramendato;y « 
be held to include and mean any laborer of the Chinese race, without regard ;,, 
the Government to which such rer may owe allegiance, and without rex 
to the port, place, or country from which such laborer may come to the), i 
States; and the words “‘ Chinese passenger,” wherever used in this act. or ;,,; 
acts to which this act is supplementary or amendatory, shall be held to jnejy4 
and mean all personsof the Chinese race, without regard to the Goyernme,; 
which they may owe allegiance, or the port, place, or country from w 
may come to the United tes. 


Mr. HOAR. Iunderstand the Senator from Ohio who reported ¢} 
bill does not propose to address the Senate further. I think I ov, 
not to let the occasion pass without at least expressing my own prot.<; 
with regard to this entire proceeding. 

This proposed act, and the statute of which it isan amendment, ; 
the treaty which those two statutes profess to carry into effect, wi)! j; 
my judgment be regarded, if civilization be preserved on this ccutinen 
in future ages as among the great blots on the history of the huma: 
race. Here is legislation aimed at men, not on account of any ini 
vidual crime or inferiority or fault, but simply because they are lalore:s 
and because they belong to a certain race; and that in defiance of t) 
two great foundation principles of this Republic: that labor is hono: 
able, and that there ought to be no distinction between human })c/ 
in their privileges on account of race. 5 

The motive for this legislation is not, as will be confessed in pri 
by every intelligent man who seeks it, any fault, wrongdoing, or in 
feriority of the classes sought to be affected, but because Ameri 
skill, American industry, and American intelligence fears that it sha! 
be beaten in the race for wealth, and for employment, and for powe: 

When the bill of which this is an amendment passed, the first pro; 
osition was to exclude Chinese laborers from this country for twen' 
years. That proposition was vetoed by President Arthur as an in 
fringement of the good faith of this country pledged to China by treat 
That veto was supported by Congress in the constitutional way. \« 
it is sought really to evade this pledged faith of the Government | 
making these exclusions by successive steps: First, for ten years trou 
the date of the passage of the original act. Now, four or five yea 
having passed by, ten years from the passage of the present act, so ta! 
we have now got fourteen or fifteen years of absolute exclusion. 

The history of this clause in the treaty, which I should like to rea 
is a little remarkable. In the negotiations between Mr. Swift and \1: 
Angell and Mr. Trescott and the Chinese Government, which took place 
at the request of our Government in China, after the Chinese Goveri- 
ment had indicated to Mr. Seward their readiness to accede to a pro)- 
osition made by him which would have absolutely relieved the Paci 
coast from all the hardship which they had alleged, the United 3: 
commissioners submitted a draft in which it was provided: 

That the United States might “‘ regulate, limit, suspend, or prohibit” it. 1) 
Chinese refused to acce: . The Americans replied that they were * willing 
to consult the wishes of the Chinese Government in preserving the priv 
of free intercourse between the people of the two countries, as estal|is!.: 
existing treaties, provided that the right of the United States Governm::' 
use its discretion in ing against any possible evils of immigration ©! | 
nese Jaborers is distinctly recognized. Therefore, if such concession re 
all difficulty on the part of the Chinese commissioners (but only in t!iat 


the United States commissioners will agree to remove the word “© proli') 
from their article, and to use the words *‘ regulate, limit, or suspend.’ 


I now proceed with a quotation from President Arthur's veto n« 
sage: 
The Chinese reply to this can only be inferred from the fact that in the p 
of an agreement, as proposed by our commissioners, that we might p 
the coming , there was inserted in the trea! 
an agreement that we might not do it. - 
Tene, words, “ regulate, limit, orsuspend,” first appear in the An. 
can draught. When it wassubmitted to theChinese they said, ** We infer th. 
, limit, suspend, or prohibit, the first isa general ex) ¢-- 
We are entirely ready to negotiate with your exce 
ion either 2 point of time or of numbers me 
Chinese laborers to the United States." At» >) 
sequent interview said that “by limitation in number they meant, fo" : 
—— the United States having, as they supposed, a record of the »\ 
of immigrants in each year, as well as the total number of Chinese now (!: 
should be allowed to go in any one year in future thaneithc! | 
o— number which had gone in any year in past, or that the tota! 
should never be aliowed thenumber nowthere. Asto limits 
inese should be allowed to go in a''"' 
for example, thatthey should not be allow: 
uent conference the America 
project explicitly recog ize" 
the right of the United States to use some discretion, and have propose! |" 
totime and number. This is the to regulate, limit, or suspen 
In one of the conferences the Chinese the Americans whether they coul:! 
idea of the laws which would be passed to carry the powers |)? 
Americans answered that this could hardly be dove, *‘ that t!° 
United States Government might never deem it necessary to exercise this power. 
upon If Chinese immigration concentrated |" 
rder, or if it confined itself to localities where 
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was ury to the interests of the American people, the Government of the 
it wae States would undoubtedly take steps to prevent such accumulations of 
Chinese. If, on the contrary, Was no large immigration, or if there were 
sections of the country where such immigration was clearly beneficial, then the 
legislation of the United States, under this power, would be adapted tosuch cir- 
cumstances. For example, there might be a demand for Chinese labor in the 
South and a surplus of such labor in California, and Congress might legislate in 
accordance with these facts. Ingeneral, the legislation would be in view of and 
upon the circumstances of the situation at the moment such legislation 
necessary. The Chinese commissioners said this explanation was satis- 
factory; that they had not intended to ask for a draught of any special act, but 
for some general idea how the power would be exercised. 


Our commissioners said at one point also—I have not got it before 
me, but I have the quotation here.—‘‘ You may trust in the justice and 

faith of the Government of the United States.’’ 

Mr. President, it is notorious, it will not be denied, that the legisla- 
tion of four or five years ago was intended to go to the extreme of the 
legislative power which this Government could exercise without a breach 
of faith, and that twenty years was regarded by the then Executive as 


i 


aclear breach of the public faith, and the bill was vetoed on that ground. / 


Now this legislation attempts, as I have said, by indirection, extend- 
ing this from time to time, to do what Congress would not have 
attempted and would not be permitted by the Executive at that time 
to do directly, to make this prohibition in substance perpetual. 

This matter comes up quite unexpectedly, and I do not propose to 
renew the discussion which took place, in which I took such part as 
seemed to me to be my duty four or five years ago. 

If there were not a rivalry between the two political parties of this 
country for the political vote of the Pacific coast this legislation would 
be received, in my opinion, with universal execration from all intelli- 

tand humane men. I do not propose to be led by any real or fan- 
cied political necessity inte a departure from those principles of human 
freedom and human rights in which I have been educated, which have 
been the ornament and glory of my own State and my own country, 
and in departing from which every nation sooner or later is sure to en- 
counter its just and ordained punishment. 

I do not propose for one to repeat for myself or to see others repeat 
without a protest the miserable history of the years which preceded 
the war, preceded the year 1850, when the two great parties of the 
country undertook to yie with each other in bidding for the votes of 
the supporters of slavery. I deem this Chinese legislation in principle 
a repetition of that disgrace. I donot megan to have on my own record 
or to leave to my children any share in the blame. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, it doesseem to me that my friend 
from Massachusetis has enough on his hands of public duty to perform 
without reviving the discussion of four years ago on the policy of Chinese 
exclusion. When I reported this billI did not expect to be called upon 
to debate the question over again as to whether the Chinese should be 
excluded or not. 

The bill contains afew provisions which in my judgment are improve- 
ments upon the existing law, to enable the courts of the United States 
to enforce the laws as they are. 

I did not vote for either of the laws excluding the Chinese nor for 
the treaty; but that question is now settled and no man dreams in our 
generation at least of reviving that controversy. At any rate if my 
friend from Massachusetts wants to play the knight-errant in opening 
up that controversy, I will not join him in the operation. More than 
that, Iam inclined to think that any one who will look over the sub- 
ject carefully and fairly, especially in the light of the experience in 
California, must on the whole become convinced that the admission of 
a foreign race, so entirely inconsistent with ours, so different from ours 
in modes and habits of thought, a people that are entirely of a distinct 
race kind, quality, and religion so different in everything from us not 
to be allowed to the extent of our trying to absorb that population 
with the other elements we have got already, some of which are bad 
enough. We certainly can not expect to absorb that population and 
make ita part of the great American people. Whatever may be our 
theory, and I shared in the belief that it was not wise for us to de- 
part from the old policy of opening up our doors and making this 
the place where men of all nations might come and enjoy freedom and 
liberty and the rights of conscience, yet I am not sure but that the 
time has come when exclusions must be made for the sake of American 
ee: But I do not intend to discuss that, and I do not intend 
to be led into it now. 

There is nothing in this bill inconsistent with our treaty obligations 
unless previous laws are inconsistent with them. ‘here is no provis- 
ion of the bill but what is in harmony with the existing law. 
the amendment that is now before us and what is it? It defines who 
is meant by existing laws by the term *‘ Chinese laborer.’’ 

Mr. HOAR. It extends the exclusion for ten years. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This act operates for ten years. I do not know 
that I shall be here ten years hence, and perhaps my friend may not. 
He had better not borrow trouble ten years ahead. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You may both go up higher. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Higher, or lower perhaps. 

This defines what is meant by the phrase ‘‘Chinese laborer.’’ At 
Once the question arose whether ‘‘ Chinese laborers’? when described in 
a statute of the United States meant persons who had been citizens of 
China, who had been living in China, belonging to the Chinese race, or 
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whether it meant persons belonging to the Chinese race. The question 
at once came up when the law was put in force, what construction 
should be given to this phrase. 

On the one hand Judge Field decided in a very careful and elaborate 
opinion, which I now hold in my hand and which I could not answer 
if I would and which my friend from Massachusetts could not answer I 
think if he were to try—ina very plain, simple argument, that the 
phrase ‘‘ Chinese laborer’’ included not onlya person born in China 
proper, but a person born in Hong-Kong of the Chinese race, of the 
Chinese religion, although born under the dominion of Queen Victoria. 
I will only read the syllabus of this decision: 

A Chinese laborer, born on the island of Hong-Kong after its cession to Great 
Britain, is within the provisions of the act of Congress of May 6, 1882, restricting 
the immigration of Chinese laborers tothe United States. The purpose of the 
act was to exclude laborers coming from China, subject to certain stipulations of 
the treaty of 1880 with that country, and also laborers of the Chinese race com- 
ing from any other part of the world. 

And then he goes on in quite an elaborate opinion and I think very 
clearly shows that. He quotes the language of the second section, 
which I will read: 

The second section makes it a misdemeanor, punishable by fine or impris- 
onment, or both, for the master of a vessel knowingly to bring into the United 
States on his vessel and land, or permit to be landed, any Chinese laborer from 
any foreign port or place. The language of these sections is sufficiently broad 
and comprehensive to embrace all Chinese laborers without regard to the coun- 
try of which they may be subjects. And the twelfth section declares that any 
Chinese person found unlawfully within the United States shall be removed 
therefrom by direction of the President to the country from whence he came— 
not necessarily to China. 

A court in Massachusetts—it turns out that it was in Massachusetts— 
where the decision was made by Judge Lowell and Judge Nelson, held 
on the other hand that the words ‘* Chinese laborer’’ should be re- 
stricted to persons born in China of the Chinese race subject to the Em- 
peror of China. The ordinary course of business by which a vast horde 
of those people come here is for them to go to Hong-Kong, which is a 
little island controlled by Great Britain, and there they take ship for 
California. By just crossing the boundaries of the Empireof China to 
the island of Hong-Kong, according to the decision of the judges in 
Massachusetts, they would entirely evade the policy of the Government 
of the United States, evade the law and the treaty with China. 

This matter was brought to the attention of the Chinese authorities. 
I have all the State papers on the subject. They said that was an 
abuse, but they could not prevent it. They could not prevent their 
people from going to Hong-Kong. That was the ordinary course of 
trade. They themselves admitted that that was an evasion, a wrong 
done to the treaty, an evasion of the law. They did not complain of 
the law and they do not complain of it now, and-they never have com- 
plained of the operation of the law. 

It seems to me under the circumstances that the decision of Judge 
Field was right, and the Committee on Foreign Relations therefore 
thought it better to adopt it in the forefront of this bill as a definition 
of the phrase ‘‘ Chinese laborer.’? That isall there is in the first amend- 
ment. 

The first section of the bill as it came to us from the judges, intro- 
duced by the Senator from Nevada, had a provision that a person who 
was entitled to come back who had left here and had gone away must 
come back within two years in order to have the privilege of coming 
back. The Committee on Foreign Relations thought that would be a 
change of the law, and therefore struck out the first section and inserted 
instead this definition of what is intended by the phrase ‘‘ Chinese 
laborer.’’ That is all there is in the first section as amended. 

I do not propose to argue the question at length, but whenever Sen- 
ators think that the three sections as redrawn are materially different 
from the old law I will try to point out the exact difference if I can. 

While I am up I will say that the second section, to which attention 
has been called as being something very outrageous, is an exact copy 
of the second section of the old law except that it transposes the words 
‘foreign port or place,’’ to another part of the section in order to re- 
move a patent ambiguity. 

The same phrase is used ‘‘ from any foreign port or place’’ in the 
second section of the old Jaw, and we also insert it in the second line 
as well as in the eighth line of the same section in the present bill. 
That isthe only change made in the second section. Sowith the differ- 
ent sections, I shall beable toshow a good reason why the various amend- 
ments should be made to the existing law in order to simplify it and 
enable the judges of the courts of the United States to carry it into 
operation. ' 

Mr. INGALLS. Concerning the first amendment I should like the 
opinion of the Senator from Ohio upon this proposition. I understand 
that this bill is based upon and supposed to be in pursuance of the 
treaty stipulations between the United States and China. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Burlingame treaty was the only treaty that 
excluded us from such legislation. 

Mr. INGALLS. Then this bill is based upon the treaty of 1880 be- 
tween the United States and China by which we were permitted to sus- 
pend or regulate or control the migration of Chinese to this country. 

Mr.SHERMAN. So faras the treaty would affect persons who were 
subject to some other government besides China, the treaty with China 
would have nothing to do. 
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Mr. INGALLS. What I wish to inquire of the Senator from Ohio is 


how under any treaty with China we can exclude by legislation a per- 
son of Chinese birth who owes allegiance to some other government be- 
sides China. 


Mr.SHERMAN. ‘The answer is obvious. Wecan exclude anybody 
from any country in the world under our treaties and laws, if we choose 
by our policy so to do, and we did two or three years ago exclude pau- 
pers, &c. The power of the United States to exclude people who are 
offensive is undeniable; but we had so restrained ourselves by our treaty 
of 1868 with China that we could not exclude Chinese from coming to 
this country because of the express provisions of that treaty, and there- 
fore we abrogated that treaty to the extent of allowing us to prohibit 
laborers from coming here; butour power to exclude any population of 
any country in the world that is obnoxious to us or our institutions, I 
believe has never been denied. 

Mr. INGALLS. But this section does not presuppose thatidea. It 
expressly declares here that in carrying out this treaty with China, upon 
which alone this legislation is based, we may go outside our relations 
with China and exclude Chinese persons, whether they are subjects of 
that government or not. If we havethe right to exclude persons who 
may owe allegiance to any government whatever upon the face of the 
earth, why do you apply the qualifying phrase in the first section of the 
bill to the Chinese and say you shall have the right to exclude Chinese 
laborers, or persons of Chinese descent, no matter to what government 
they may owe allegiance? I can not understand it. The declaration 
seems to be illogical, it seems to be inconsistent, it seems to be based on 
the supposition that we have not the right to exclude anybody else but 
Chinese. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The difficulty that gave rise to this legislation was 
the feeling on the part of the people of the United States that this 
Chinese laborer, the cooly, the degraded laborer—not the Chinese peo- 
ple, not the mass of the Chinese people, not probably one in fifty of 
them, but the Chinese cooly who is regarded as a degraded laborer— 
ought not to be brought to this country, that his presence is offensive 
to us, injurious to our public policy, degrading to our labor, injurious 
to our people, offensive to our morals. That was the idea. We had 
so tied ourselves up that we could not do as we chose to do, exclude 
persons of a particular class and description as we did under the gen- 
eral law a few years ago when we passed a law excluding paupers and 
lunatics and various grades from allcountries. We had tied ourselves 
up by the Burlingame treaty so that we could not do it, and so the 
subsequent treaty was only a modification of the Burlingame treaty. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator seems to be wandering away from the 
topic. I find these words in the first section of this bill: ‘‘ Without 
regard to the government to which they’’ (Chinese laborers) ‘‘ may 
owe allegiance.’’? Now, the Senator states that we have the right to 
exclude any person that we may see fit, let him come from any govern- 
ment on the face of the earth. Why, then, do you reiterate what is 
acknowledged to be a principle of political power or action in this 
country by applying this phrase to Chinese laborers? If we have the 
right to exclude them, of course we have the right to exclude them 
no matter what government they may owe to. 

I donot understand that there ever has been any decision by any court 


or tribunal of this country that under the operation of the statute of | sti 


1832 we had not the right to exclude persons that we had a right to ex- 
clude whether they might be Chinese or not; but herein this from 
some motive or purpose that I can notcomprehend, this language is used, 
perhaps from an idea that there will be some interpretation of the law 
that in case a Chinese laborer has expatriated himself and become a cit- 
izen or a subject of another dominion we shall not have the power to 
exclude him. But the Senator himself says that power is not denied; 
it is a part of the general law of nations; it is a part of our political 
power already existing; and yet so great is the animosity, so great is 
the dread, so great is the fear and apprehension with regard to these few 
thousands of Chinese that it seems to be to apply to them a 
distinction, a discrimination, and a qualification that the Senator him- 
sel: admits without this, and as seems to me by implication to be a dec- 
laration, that we would not have the right to apply to people of other 
nations. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the Senator was present when I read a 
reference to the decision of Judges Lowell and Nelson in which they 
hold—— 

Mr. INGALLS. They went over to Hong-Kong I understand. 

Mr.SHERMAN. In which they hold that any person of the Chinese 
race born in China or born out of China might by shipping from a for- 
eign port—— 

Mr. INGALLS. That can not be possible. 

Mr. HOAR. My friend will pardon me; I can state what the decision 
was. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Give me the decision and I will read it. 

Mr. HOAR. I can state Judge Lowell’s decision. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have Judge Field’s comment upon it. 

Mr. INGALLS. In a matter of this kind, if we are to determine a 
great constitutional or national question we ought to have the opinion 
on which we are called upon to act. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have not myself read the decision of the judges 


in Massachusetts in full because I could not get it, but-Judge Fic), 
quotes from the decision, and as a matter of course he assumes 4), 
knows that they did make their decision. My friend from Mas<..),,.. 
setts says they did. 

Mr. HOAR. I said they did not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. They made a decision that persons mig}: 
from Hong-Kong. I would rather take what Judge Field said . 
the decision made by his coequal judge than take the hap-ha: 
mark even of my friend from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. “He was not a coequal in the first place. j 
opinion very carefully. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Judge Field, who is one of the judges of ¢) 
preme Court of the United States, says: 

Our attention has been called to a recent fodinn of Judges Lowell and No. 
son of the circuit court of the United States for the district of Massach 
which they reach a different conclusion. Those judges considered that (}). 4, 

of was simply intended to exclude laborers from China w it);;;, (),. 
stipulations of the supplementary treaty. Undoubtedly, as already said, tha: 
was one of itsobjects; but it isvery evident, both from thecircumstances 4... 
which it was passed and from its language, that it had a still further ob; The 
construction which we give renders all its provisions consistent with ca: ee ther 
The whole purpose of the law, which was to exclude from the country |a! 


of the Chinese race, would be defeated by any other construction. 
The release of the petitioner must be denied. 


It is manifest from this state of the law that here were two decisions 
widely apart from each other, just the opposite, as to the meaning of 
the words of an act of Congress. Itis necessary therefore that Congress 
should step in and define its meaning. If it meant only that Chinese 
must go through Hong-Kong and be shipped under British colors in or- 
der to evade our law, we ought to say that was the meaning, and that 
would be the end of this Chinese restriction; but on the other hand i: 
we adopt the opinion of Judge Field that the object of Congress aud th 
language of Congress fairly construed meant something more, we ought 
to adopt thatconstruction. That is what is done by the bill of the Com 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DOLPH. Will the Senator allow me to make a suggestion” 

Mr. HOAR. I want to state on this point before it passes from the 
mind of the Senate, in justice to Judge Lowell and Judge Nelson, who 
are my friends and constituents, the exact thing which they decided. 
It will take but half a minute. 

The question which arose in the court in Boston was whether the act 
of 1882 applied to the Chinefe as a race without regard to their nation- 
ality, or whether it applied to the Chinese as subjects of the Emperor 
of China or persons belonging to a particular nation. Nobody ever 
claimed what the Senator —_ Ohio has imputed to these two distin- 
oo judges. - Judge Field, in the sentence from his opinion which 

has been read, negatives the idea that the Senator from Ohio has put 
upon this decision. Nobody claimed that a man belonging to the Chi- 
nese nation could cross to Hong-Kong and ship there and come into this 
country in violation of our law; but the claim was simply that an Ex- 
glishman by birth, though of Chinese descent and origin, was not in- 
cluded in this act, and the argument of these two judges, which I have 
read very carefully, seemed to me to be irresistible. 

In the first place, it is an act to execute certain treaty stipulations re- 
lating to Chinese. Now, how is it possible that an act to execute treaty 
i tions with the Emperor of China can be supposed to have heen 
intended to apply to a Chinaman born in England and who comes {rom 


me 


Te 


In the next place, the exceptions in the treaty to which this applied 
were exceptions put in to carry out a bargain with the Emperor of 
China under the conditions and circumstances upon which his subjects 
already here might stay; and that section, the third, related wholly o! 
course to a to the Emperor of China, and did not affect our 
right to deal with a subjects of Queen Victoria. 


Then, in the next the treaty, which this act says in its title it 
is carrying out, es certain methods according to which the rights 
of Chinese in this country, or who shall come in here, not being |a 


borers, should be secured, and goes on to say that on the application 
of the Chinese minister our Government will take into consideration 
any statement which he may make in regard to wrongs or in regard to 
exceeding the rights conferred and reserved by this treaty. 

That was the argument which led these two learned judges to ‘e- 
clare that the word “Chinese’’ means of the Chinese nation ani no‘ 
the Chinese race ing to other nations. Whether it was a goo 
argument or not I will not detain the Senate now to consider. 
it was. 

I do not repeat argument simply to antagonize what my friend 
— a but bat mply fo put ou out tohim that he is altogether mistaken 

whose opinion of this treaty I dare 
ree eaeenaes his—I do not know anything about that— 
had sanctioned a by which a man belongiug to the Chinese 
nation could go over to another nation and take shipping to our ports. 


I think 


Me, DOLE. tom suggesti d to tl 

a a ion in regard to the 

remarks of Senaor from Kanses (Mr PenarLeD 
eciecaronaeiein tise beens is one thing; the exercise of 


the power is another. Before Congress can exercise the power the 
power must be possessed. Admitting for the sake of argument that 
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the term “‘Chinese laborers’ includes all persons of the Chinese race 
without regard to the t to which they may owe allegiance, 
that it includes those who have become subjects of other powers, still 
it requires legislation to exercise the power which exists in the Gov- 
ernment to exclude such persons under the act of 1882. Undoubtedly 
that is so after the decision of the judges in Massachusetts as to whether 
the terms used in the bill, among others the term ‘‘ Chinese laborer,” 
included citizens of Great Britain who were Chinese by birth. Cer- 
tainly even if it is true that the words ‘‘ Chinese laborer’’ include such 
persons it will be better to put it beyond controversy in this bill. The 
provision here that such term shall include ‘‘all persons of the Chinese 
race Without regard to the government to which they may owe alle- 
giance,” would be surplusage but for the doubt raised by the decision 


to. 
I do not see how the question of power arises, because, as I say, the 
is one thing and must le the exercise of it by legislation. 
It is necessary to have the power in order that the legislation shall 
come, which is the exercise of it. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I ask that the bill lie over, and that the 
Senate now to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. . We can get through with the bill very soon. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. On the statement that we can get through 
this ee my motion. 

The P ING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations to the first section. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Whatisit? Let it be read again. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have explained it. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The nextamendment of the Committee on Foreign Relations was, in 
section 3, line 109, after the words ‘‘ return thereto,’’ to strike out ‘‘at 
any time within two years from the date of the issuance of the certifi- 
cate, but not afterwards;’’ so as to read: 

At the time the said collector or his =a issues the 
as aforesaid, or as soon thereafter as convenient, he shall make out or cause to 
be made out the return certificate, which shall be numbered to correspond with 

and the preliminary certificate, and shall also contain 
a statement of all the iculars required and entered in the book of tra- 
tion, and shall certify that the person to whom it is issued is a Chinese laborer; 
that he was in the United States on the 17th day of November, 1880, or came 
ited States prior to the 5th day of August, 1882; that he is about to 
the United States,and is entitled to return thereto on the presen- 
and surrender of the said certificate to the collector of customs at the 
port where he shall again re-enter the United States, subject to the restrictions 
and limitations hereinafter provided as to the number of Chinese passengers 
who may come into the United States on any one vessel from any foreign port 
or place. 


The amendment was to. 
The next amendment was, afler the word ‘‘issued,’’ in line 130 of 
section 3, to strike ont the following clause: 


That person who shall knowingly and falsely alter or substitute an 
name for the name written > 


reliminary certificate 


in such or —_ any such certificate, or 
kno transfer, utter, or have in possession, intent to use the same, 
any or fraudulent certificate, or falsely f germ any person named in 
any shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon con- 
viction thereof, be fined in a sum not ng $1,000, and imprisoned in 


. exceedi 
a penitentiary fora term of not more than five years. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, the amend- 
ment will be considered as agreed to by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HOAR. Oh, no; there is no unanimous consent. 

Mr. INGALLS. I did not know until this moment that the first 


amendment on™ 2 had been agreed to. I understood the Senator 
from Minnesota [Mr. MCMILLAN] to ask that the amendment might be 
Mr. IN. He withdrew that request. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota with- 
drew that request. 

Mr. INGALLS. It seems extraordinary to me that at this hour of the 
day a bill of this magnitude should be brought in here by an arrange- 
ment with a Senator who already had another bill pending and slipped 
into a crevice of time—— 

Mr. HOAR. What Senator? 

Mr. INGALLS. Iam talking about the Senator from Nebraska [ Mr. 
era on er nen enanannnentinntel amg 

containing provisions as extraordinary multifarious as 
these are here. The Senator from Ohio states that he does not desire to 
sachusntinoflnight-orrantry, Intinating that he is a'Don Quixote fight. 
try, i a Don Quixote fight- 

eee ann pecan Saat I am his Sancho Panza [laughter], be- 
cause we venture to ask a measure of this kind, which I af- 
firm is a disgrace to American Ce aecieaientioons thar 2 through 
here and theSenator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL } 
who now occupies that chair sotto voce “if is no objec- 
thisamendment to,” and nobody knowsany- 
after — or four 


had been 
says it is my own 
echoes him, 


a 


agreed to. The Senator from Nevada [Mr. JonEs 
fault and the Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER 


XVII——311 


discussing the bill. 
friends of this bill are afraid to discuss it, I will—— 


tain my location. 
Nebraska, and I protest against being dislocated in this way. 
ter.] This is the second time the Senator has referred to me as ‘‘the 
Senator from Nebraska,’’ and of coutse I can not reply to arguments ad- 
dressed to the Senator from Nebraska. 








Mr. TELLER. Certainly I do. 


Mr. INGALLS. It may be my own fault or it may be not. Butso 


far as this bill is concerned it will never pass this body without discus- 
sion and without examination and without such protest as those of us 
who do not believe in its principles see fit to utter; and if there is any 
disposition to take adyantage of the situation, 1 should like to be heard 
on that as on the rest of the situation here. 
method of passing this bill and these amendments. 


I protest, sir, against this 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I will just mention to my friend 


from Massachusetts and to my friend from Kansas as to this particular 
amendment on page 8 to strike out the penalty words, that if any Sen- 
ator will take the trouble to turn to page 13 he will see that in this bill 
as originally drawn and presented those two clauses were duplicated, 
and therefore we thought that one clause would certainly be enough. 
Whether it is a good one or not will come up when we get to it. 
amendment of the committee on page 8 is simply to strike out the same 
provision that appears on page 13, as we thought one would be enough. 


This 


Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I did assent by perhaps my looks to 


the suggestion that if the Senator from Nebraska | Kansas] did not know 
that the amendment to the first section had been adopted by the Senate 
it was his own fault. 
the Secretary’s desk in the usual and ordinary method, and everybody 
heard if that was giving attention and listening. There was no advan- 
tage taken of the circumstances of the occasion. 
as good for the Senators who oppose the bill as for those who are in 
favor of it to have objected. 


The Senate were allowed to hear it read from 
The opportunity was 


I do not intend to detain the Senate at this time of the evening by 
If the Senator from Nebraska thinks that the 


Several SENATORS. Kansas, you mean. 

Mr. TELLER. Yes, the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. INGALLS. If the Senator refers to me I wish he would ascer- 
I represent the State of Kansas. It lies south of 
[ Laugh- 


Mr. TELLER. I will give the Senator an opportunity; I will try 


to locate the Senator; but he has a method according to what they call 
out West ‘‘sloshing around,’’ so that sometimes we can hardly locate 
the Senator. 


[ Laughter. ] 
If the Senator from Kansas, the senior Senator from Kansas, thinks 


the friends of this bill are afraid to discuss it in the presence of this 
Senate, in the presence of the people of the United States, in the pres- 
ence of the people of the world, he does not understand their temper. 


He says the bill is a disgrace to American civilization. Why, Mr. 


President, there is not a nation in the world, there is not a nation in 
the history of the earth, that has not asserted this very principle which 
we are asserting here to-day—the right to exclude from its borders every- 
body that its people believed was inimical or injurious to the welfare of 
its public. 


The Senator from Massachusetts says that he does not intend that 
this bill shall pass without a prot... He goes back and says it is in 
principle the same as the great controversy before the war, and then 
he says that if it was not for the purpose of getting votes nobody here 
would be in favor of this bill. Mr. President, four years ago this mat- 
ter was fully and freely discussed in the Senate, and public sentiment 
everywhere in the United States was almost unanimously with the 
friends of this bill; and I say to the Senator from Massachusetts that 
there is not a State in the Union, Massachusetts not excepted, that can 
be carried on the platform which he lays down by any political party 
or by them all. He who denies to his Government the right to say 
who shall land upon its shores denies the prerogative that is necessary 
to the existence, to the supremacy, to the welfare of a nation, and the 
nation is not worth preserving that does not exercise that right when- 
ever the interest of its people demands its exercise. 

Mr. President, it is not a question of sentiment; it is a practical ques- 
tion; it is a question whether the American laborer is to be put in com- 
petition with the four hundred and fifty millions of people on the Asi- 
atic coast that can be landed on our shores for $10 per head. 

The honorable Senator from Kansas and the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts are in favor, they tell us, of protecting American labor 
by means of revenue laws against the pauperized labor of Europe; but 
they deny our right to protect the American citizen and the American 
laborer against what is the more than pauperized laborof Asia. They 
deny the right to protect our laborers against a people who can come 
here and subsist on starvation wages. By many hundreds of years of 
training and of discipline, ‘‘ the survival of the fittest ’’ being applied 
to them, they are a people who, starved for centuries, can live upon 
that which every American citizen would go to the grave upon; they 
can live upon less food and with less clothing; they have neither 
houses nor homes, nor families. They come here in numbers to be 
brought into competition with our people; and when the men who are 
laboring in this country and looking for labor in vain complain that 
they are brought in competition with this class of servile labor, the 
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Senator from Kansas and the Senator from Massachusetts declare it is 
a disgrace to American civilization that weshould by law do what they 
have asked us to do in the interest of the great manufacturing commu- 
nities of the East. Protect labor they say, protect itagainst the intel- 
ligent Englishman, but do not protect it against the dehased, the un- 
educated, and the servile Chinese ! 

Mr. President, nobody in this country has a greater admiration than 
I for the principle enunciated early that this should be the home of 
every man who desired to better his condition; but do these men come 
here for that purpose? Do they come here tomakea home? Do they 
bring their wives? Do theyraise their children? Dothey icipate 
in society? Do they do anything that goes to build up nation ? 
No; they are tramps coming here to take the bread from our own la- 
borers, to destroy prosperity on the Pacific coast and all over the land, 
and the people who are to-day in want and in distress because of the 
stagnation in business appeal to us, and yet we are met with the cry 
that the great cause of humanity demands that they should starve and 
come in competition with men who can live upon what our people can 
not, that men who have neither houses nor homes nor families nor 
children in this country shall be preferred to those who are furnishing 
to this nation the bone and the sinew, the glory and the strength of the 
land, the men who labor. 

Mr. President, I do not intend to sit here and listen quietly td either 
the Senator from Kansas or the Senator from Massachusetts hurling at 
me any imputations that I am less loyal to the principles of freedom 
than they. I believe I am as loyal to those principles as anybody. 
To ali who come here to share the glories and advantages of this coun- 
try, to become a part and parcel of it, I shall open broad the doors and 
welcome them, but for these who come here only that they may take 
of our wealth and return with it to another land, there to bestow it 
upon another people and upon a different civilization, I have no sym- 
pathy. No principle of humanity, no principle of freedom, no princi- 
ple of generosity requires me to say that they are entitled to come 
either in greap numbers or small numbers to our shores except as they 
come for the purpose I first memr‘ioned. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President-— 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I ask the Senator from Ohio, inasmuch as 
I was mistaken, or led into a mistake, to yield to me that I may make 
my motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let me say a few words, and then I shall yield 
the floor. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. The time will go beyond the hour when 
we van have an executive session. 

Mr, SHERMAN. I shall say but a few words. 

I called up the bill to-day because of the advancing stage of the ses- 
sion. The bankruptcy bill was over until next , and itis 
likely that it will occupy a considerable part of the time. We know 
that we have all the i bills to follow, with many other im- 
portant measures w we must I believe that this bill 
will be voted for by nine-tenths of the Senators and perhaps 
by all; I hope by all. It is a bill which has been carefully analyzed 
and examined by the Committee on Foreign Relations, who are familiar 
with the whole subject-matter. It was reported from that committee 
unanimously. The subject has been favorably treated in the other 
House in harmony with the present existing law. 

I called the bill up by an t, as the Senator from Kansas 
[ Mr. INGALLS] termed it; thatis, uested the Senator from Nebraska 
[| Mr. VAN Wyck] who had charge of the railroad-tax bill to allow me 
to take up the bill, and I also requested the Senator from Oregon [ Mr. 
Dor] to yield the floor, stating that I hoped to passthe bill to-night. 


I do think it ought to pass to-night; but if any Senator wishes to discuss 
it further I shall not it at this time; and the Senator from Kan- 
sas has already said he desires to look into it. I do not desire to 
press it under those ci I therefore ask that the bill may 





retain its place as a 


upon it. Probably next week I 
it. [ask that an agreement be 
as a special order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will be the order if there be no 
ohjeetion. ‘The Chair will remind the Senator from Ohio thata special 
order has been made for next Tuesday, the public land bill. 


TAXATION OF RAILBOAD-GRANT LANDS. 


EIDDLEBERGER. “I aieue while good 
Mr. ea a in 

faith, believing that the saute hated cate Sena- 
tor from Kansas has given notice that he will discuss the Chinese bill 


further. I therefore renew my motion that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration business. 


ion of executive 
Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from allow me to offer an 


amendment to the pending bill to be printed? 


May 26, 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Pending the motion to proceed to the conside;,. 
tion of executive business, | move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Will the Senator from Vermont yield {o; 
an instant before his motion is put? I wish to suggest that | sha); 
ask the Senate to-morrow evening at a reasonable hour to proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. HOAR. To-morrow has been set apart for another purpose 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Then I shall ask that it be done at the next 
sitting of the Senate after to-morrow. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Vermont yields to me that I may 
submit an amendment to Senate bill 1812, which I move as an addi. 
tional section to the bill. I ask that it may be received and considered 
as the pending amendment, and that it be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Massachusetts? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Whether it will be the pending amendment de- 

upon whether another amendment is now up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears noobjection, and the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts will be received as peni- 
ing, and printed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the pending bill now, may I ask? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending bill will be read by its 
title. 

The Cuter Creek. ‘A bill (S. 1812) to provide for the taxation of 
railroad-grant lands, and for other purposes.’’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’cloek and 53 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, May 27, 1886, at 12 
o'clock m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
_ WEDNESDAY, May 26, 1886. 


The House met at 1lo’clocka.m. Prayer bythe Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. Mrisury, D: D. 


The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 
TRANSPORTATION OF MINOR COLN. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, recommending an appropriation of $5,000 for the 
transportation of minor coin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

S. H. BRODNAX VS. UNITED STATES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the assist- 

ant clerk of the Court of Clai i acopy of order and find - 


Claims, transmitting 
ings of fact in that court in the case of S. H. Brodmax against tho 
United States; which was referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


MRS. MARIA HUNTER. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 7167) for 


the relief of Mrs. Maria Hunter, with an amendment by the Senate. 
Mr. SMALLS. I move that the House coneur in the Senate amen1- 


ment. 
TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, May 24, 1535. 


Resolved, That the bill (H. R. 7167) do pass with the following amendment 
In lines 5 and 6, strike out * $600 per annum" and insert “ $50 per month." 


The amendment was agreed to. 

BILLS REFERRED. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 453) to 
forfeit the lands granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company 
to aid in the construction of a railroad and 
alee se Set ons Senos toe ee oo 
same to settlement, other purposes, with amendments by tlc 
Senate; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and, 
with the amendment of the Senate, ordered to be 

Se ee a mt a 6007) mak- 

to provide expenses government of the 
Sein caenke for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, and for 
other purposes, with amendments by the Senate; which was referre( | 
the Committee on with the Senate amendments, 


ordered to be 
also laid before the House the following Senate }i!!s. 
which were severally read twice, and referred as follows: 


The bill (8. 859) granting a pension to Charlotte O’ Neal—to the Com- 

ithe bill (&. granting a pension to Wallis Pattee—to the Co 
a e m- 

mites on Lnvalidd Pesaions 

The bill (S. a pension te Jackson Chapman—to the 
Committee on Pensions. 
. The bill @ 2132 a pension to Fridoline Glastetter—to the 
Committee on In 
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The bill (S. 2180) granting an increase of pension to William Wallace 

Young—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2197) granting a pension to Henry Daner—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2198) granting a pension to Charles Brunbridge—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2118) for the relief of Lucy A. Washburn—to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2220) granting a pension to James A. Mathes—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2228 granting @ pension toSamuel F. Rowe—to the Com- 

mittee on lnvalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2233) granting a pension to John P. McElroy—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1902) granting a pension to Mrs. Ann E. Lamburg—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2053) for the Relief of Chester A. Arthur and William 
H. Robertson, latecollectors of customs of the district of the city of New 
York—to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill (S. 2056) to amend the pension laws by increasing the pen- 
sions of soldiersand sailors who have lost an arm ora leg in the service— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 898) granting a pension to William A. Penfield—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (8. 1112) granting a pension to Phabe H. Meech—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1181) granting a pension to Margaret E. Pierce—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1421) granting a pension to William H. Weaver—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1492) for the relief of Ellen Sadler, sister of John Sad- 
ler—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1493) for the relief of Jesse H. Strickland—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1626) granting a pension to John Reed, sr.—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1627) granting a pension to Mrs. M. C. Miles—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1635) granting a pension to John Rasler—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1642) granting a pension to William F. Harmon—+to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1654) granting a pension to Joseph Mays—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (8S. 1673) granting a pension to Charles G. Paris—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (8. 1766) granting a pension to William Brentano—to the 
ee on Invalid Pensions. 

met 1779) for the relief of John P. Taylor—to the Commit- 

ints Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1783) granting an‘increase of pension to George Bliss—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1844) granting a pension to Orrin P. Cooley—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 1852) granting a pension to Mrs. Jane R. McQuaide—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


The bill (8. 1853) granting a pension to Isabella Jessup—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

aa bill (8. 1960) granting a pension to James W. McCroskey—to 

the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S: 1999) to establish an additional land district in the State 
of the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The bill (S. 2009) granting a pension to David A. Ireland—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


The bill (S. 2028) granting a pension to E. S. Bishop—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


The bill (S. 2039) granting a pension to Ira Miller—to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (8. 2046) granting a pension to Elizabeth Marshall—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2098) for the relief of Rosella E. Hibbert—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


The bill (S. 2111) a pensionto Jacob Smith—to the Com- 
suitien on oralld Eeonione gaa 


The bill (S. 2199) granti granting an increaseof pension to John W. Wills— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


The bill (S, 2130) granting an increase of pension to John C. Miles— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


The bill (8. 21 ting a pension to George Paulk—to the Com- 
mittee on tevin Heaaone - 


The bill (S. 2151) to pension Bartola Thebant, a soldier in the Florida 
Seminole Indian war of 1849 and 1850—to the Committee on Pensions. 
The bill (S, 2159 nopaaeine Almira Ambler—to the 


ine bl (& Bao) granting = pension to Mary J Hagerman—to the 





The bill (S. 2163) granting a pension to Powhattan B. Short—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2183) granting a pension to Hiram R. Ellis—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2229) for the relief of William C. Shimonec h—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2253) granting a pension to Elizabeth Sirwell—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2255) granting a pension to Patrick Finagan—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2333) granting a pension to Byron R. McIntyre—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2334) granting a pension to Isaac Ransom—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill (S. 2335) for the relief of the heirs of Malitty Rose—to the 
Committee on Claims. 

REPORT ON ALASKA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following Senate con- 

current resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee on 


Printing: 
Resolved by the Senate of the United States (the House of Representatives concur- 
ring), That the report on Alaska by E. W. Nelson be printed, with the necessary 


illustrations, and that 4,000 additional copies be printe< d; of which 1,000 copies 
shall be for the use of the Senate, 2,000 copies for the use of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and 1,000 copies for distribution under the direction of the Chie {3 g- 
nal Officer of the United States Army. 


REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF LABOR, 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House the followi 
current resolution; 
Printing: 
Resolved by the Senate of the United States (the House of Re itat roncu 
That 30,000 additional copies of the first annual re port < rf the c ommissioner of 
the Bureau of Labor be printed ; 8,000 for the use of the Senate, 16,000 f 


of the House of Representatives, and 6,000 for the use of thx 
said bureau. 


ng Senate con- 
which was read, and referred to the Committee on 


Ves 


or the use 
» Commissioner of 


FORTIFICATIONS AND COAST DEFENSES. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following Senate con- 
current resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 


Resolved by the Senate of the United States (the House of Representatives concurring), 


That 7,500 additional copies of the repert of the board of fortifications or other 
coast defenses be printed ; 


2,000 for the use of the Senate, 4,000 for the use of the 
House of Representatives, 500 for the War Department, and 1,000 for the 


Navy 
Department. 


BILL RETURNED TO SENATE. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following request: 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED States, May 25, 1885. 
Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to request the House of Representa- 
tives to return tothe Senate the bill (S. 356) granting a pension to Samue! Hanson. 


There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 

By unanimous consent leave of ahemnee was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Rice, for one week, on account of important business. 

To Mr. REID, of North Carolina, indefinitely, on account of important 
business. 

To Mr. GLOVER, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. BINGHAM, for the remainder of this week, on account of im- 
portant business. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found duly enrolled Senate bills of the following 
titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

Abill (S. 91) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act to grant aright of way 
for a railroad and telegraph line through the lands of the Choetaw and 
Chickasaw Nations of Indians to the Saint Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Company, and for other purposes; ’’ 

A bill (S. 35 307) granting a pension to James O'Shea; 

A bill (S. 767) for the relief of John Leathers; 

A bill iS 788) granting a pension to John L. Bruce; 

A bill (S. 789) granting a pension to John 8. Williams; 

A bill (8. 895) granting a pension to Rachel Flemming Cellar; 

A bill (S. 1124) granting a pension to William Bethuren; 

A bill (S. 1169) granting a pension to Jolm 8. Bridges; 

A bill (S. 1235) granting an increase of pension to Joseph W. Rhine- 
halt; 
S. 1257) granting a pension to Henry Shively; 

S. 1348) granting a pension to Sarah E. Henr ‘y; 

A bill (S. 1357) granting a pension to Sarah A. Thomas; 

A bill (S. 1726) granting a pension to Augustus Fields Stevens; 

A bill (S. 1770) granting a pension to J. H. Thornburg; 

A bill (S. 2022) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Hattie A. 
Burnett; and 

A bill (S. 2136) for the relief of Edward Fenlon. 

Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, alse reported 
that they had examined and found duly enrolled House bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 3753) granting a pension to John D. James; 
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A bill (H. R. 3778) granting an increase of pension to Alonzo May- 
nard; 

A bill (H. Rt. 6502) granting a pension to Lucy Ann Drew; 

A bill (H. R. 4884) granting a pension to Rose A. McManus; 

A bill (H. R. 3321) for the relief of Samuel C. Fisher; 

A bill (H. R. 3741) granting a pension to Emeline Roberts; 

A bill (H. R. 4905) granting a pension to Aaron C. Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. 4903) granting a pension to Christian Smarzo; 

A = (H. R. 4134) for the relief of Margaret Callanan; 

A bill (H. R. 


4977) granting a pension to James N. Hair; 
A bill (H. R, 2070) granting a pension to William Pangh; 

A bill (H. R. 5789) to amend section 2552 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States; 

A bill (H. R, 1252) granting a pension to Eugenia A. Smalley; 

A bill (H. R. 1106) granting a pension to Mary B. Carll; 

A bill (H. R. 601) granting a pension to Alonzo V. Richards; 

A bill (H. R. 556) granting a pension to Bridget Sherlock; 

A bill (H. R. 699) granting a pension to Mrs. Honorah Maloney; 

A bill (H. R. 4586) for the relief of Nathan Hildabrant; 

A bill (H. R. 607) granting a pension to Jannet E. B. Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 3287) for the relief of Silas Corzatt; 

A bill (H. R. 473) granting a pension to William Boone; 

A bill (H. R. 5085) for the relief of Mary Hill; 

A bill (H. R. 5655) granting a pension to Elizabeth B. Bell; 

A bill (H. R. 6661) to provide for closing up the business and paying 
the expenses of the Court of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, and 
for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 5937) granting a pension to Sarah Gregg; and 

A bill (H. RK. 7519) to increase the pension of Isaac N. Hawkins. 


FREE SHIP BILL. 


Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Speaker, by an order of the House adopted 
some weeks ago, the previous question was to be considered as ordered 
at 4 o’clock to-day on the free-ship bill, which was partly argued on 
each side on Saturday last, and for the consideration of which yester- 
day and to-day were set a After consultation with the chairman 
of the committee [Mr. Dunn], the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Dina- 
LEY], and the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HATCH], who has charge 
of the business now pending, I ask to submit for present consideration 
the resolution which I send to the desk. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia asks unanimous con- 
sent to submit for immediate consideration a resolution which will be 
read, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas the House has devoted yesterday, and wishes to devote this day, to 
business other than House bill 7219,commonly known as “ the free-ship bill,” 
which was set for those days by a previous order: 

Resolved, That said order be a continuous order, but for one day only, to begin 
immediately after the reading of the Journal, and that the previous question be 
considered as ordered at 4 o'clock p.m. of that day. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania, and others. What day? 

Mr. HAMMOND. There is no day fixed. We will accommodate 
ourselves to other matters. 

Mr. HATCH. I think the proposition of the gentleman from Georgia 
is eminently fair and p 3 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. BRAGG. I object. I will state to the gentleman from Geo: 
the ground of my objection. The previous order in reference to ‘te 
bill operated only after the call of committees for the consideration of 
bills, and the Committee on Military Affairs will be next called during 
that consideration hour. 

Mr. HAMMOND. But we give up one day to which we were en- 
titled under the previous order. We will not interfere with the busi- 
ness of the gentleman’s committee. 

Mr. BRAGG. With that understanding I am willing to withdraw 
the objection. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Speaker, the objection is withdrawn. 

Mr. COBB. I object. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I wish tosay that I agree with the gentleman from 
Missouri that this is an eminently fair proposition. 

Subsequently the following proceedings took 

Mr. HAMMOND. The gentleman from 
desires to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. COBB. I do so, with the understanding between the gentleman 
and myself that he will not interfere with the land-grant forfeiture 
bills. 

The SPEAKER. Is there further objection ? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Let the resolution be read. 

The SPEAKER. It has been read, but if there be no objection the 
Clerk will report it again. 

The resolution was read. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Does that interfere with the consideration of 
appropriation bills ? 

Mr. HAMMOND. No; it will not. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution reads 
reading of the Journal.’’ 


‘Te. Cops] now 
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Mr. DUNHAM. By the terms of the order it might interfere wit}, 
appropriation bills. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of the reso- 
lution? 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to consider the reso! ,.- 
tion; and it was to. 

Mr. HAMMOND moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso] y- 
tion was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I rise to make a privileged report, which I send to 
the desk. 

The Clerk sead as follows: 


The committee of conference on the di eeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill of the House No. 5887, making appro. 
priations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiseal year « nding 


Tune 20, 1887, having met, after full and free conference have been unable to 
agree, 

JAMES H. BLOUNT, 

J. M. RIGGS, 


HENRY H. BINGHAM, 
Managerson the part of the Howse 
P. B, PLUMB, 
JAMES B. BEC 
WILLIAM MAHONE, 
Managers on thepartof the Scnat 
I move that this report be accepted. 
If there be no objection the report will be ac- 


Mr. BLOUNT. 

The SPEAKER. 
cepted. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the House insist on its disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate, and request a further conference. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection that order will be made. 
The Chair hears nonc. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Several members called for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees for re- 


ports. 
WHARTON’S DIGEST OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. 


Mr. COX, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported a joint 
resolution (H. R. 178) to print Wharton’s Digest of International Law; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


INCREASE OF NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. HERBERT, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported back 
favorably a resolution fixing a day for the consideration of the bill (H. 
R. 6664) to increase the naval establishment; which was referred to the 
House Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

CLARA L. PREUSS. 

Mr. TAULBEE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with amendment the bill (H. R. 921) granting a pension to Clara 
L. Preuss; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed 

CHARLES RIDDLE. 

Mr. TAULBEE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back favorably the bill (H. R. 6952) granting a pension to 
Charles Riddle; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed 

JAMES F, SALYERS. 
Mr. TAULBEE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 2!so re- 
back aS the bill (H. R. 3948) granting a pension to 
ames F. Salyers; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
ieee on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 
THOMAS 8S. DUVALL. 

Mr. TAULBEE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 

rted back favorably the bill (H. R. 887) granting a ion to Thomas 
8 Duvall; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

JOSIAH MAHONEY. 

Mr. TAULBEE, from the Committee om Invalid Pensions, 

ported bank favorably the bill tigen R. 4265 ting a pension to Josiah 
ed which was referred to the ouok ttee of the Whole House on 
vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

MARY RENFRO. 

Mr. TAULBEE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
mto Mary 
House on 


also re- 


which was referred to the Committee of 
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the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 
JACOB 8S. BIDDLE. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported favorably the bill (H. R. 4712) to place the 
name of Jacob 8. Biddle on the pension-roll; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ABEL MISHLER, OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. 2964) to restore to the pension-list the name 
of Abel Mishler, of Pennsylvania; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

EDWARD COLEMAN. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. 8351) for the relief of Edward Coleman; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Cal- 
endar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

CATHARINE WATERS. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with amendment the bill (H. R. 325) granting a pension to Cath- 
arine Waters; which were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. N 


EECE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back adversely bills of the following titles; which were laid on the 
table, and the accompanying wae ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. 7460) for the relief of Barnet S. Van Buren; and 

A bill (H. R. 5944) for the relief Daniel Lannon. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of bills raising revenue; and pending that motion, I move 
that all general debate on the pending bill be limited to one minute. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to strike out ‘‘one minute’’ and insert 
‘‘two hours.’’ 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. And I move an amendment 
to the amendment, to insert ‘‘four hours’’ instead of ‘‘ two hours.’’ 

The amendment to the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. My parliamentary inquiry is this: Have 

who have exhausted themselves on this subject already the 
right to vote on this question? [Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks they have. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Are they not interested under the rules ? 
[Renewed laughter. ] 

The question recurred on Mr. DUNHAM’s amendment. 

The divided; and there were—ayes 47, noes 83. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Asthisis an important question I think we should 
have a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois makes the point of 
no quorum; and the Chair will appoint Mr. DUNHAM and Mr. Hatcn 
as tellers, 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 48, noes 117. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. Idemand the previous question on my motion to close 
the general debate in one minute. : 


Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I demand a division. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 98, noes 20. 


Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I make the point of no quorum unless 


the gentleman will allow me to move an amendment limiting debate 
to one hour. 
Mr. HATCH. Regular order. 
The SPEAKER appointed as tellers Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana, and 
Mr. HatcH. 
The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 117—— 
Mr. DUNHAM. It is announced that no quorum is voting, and I 
eae move there be a call of the 
ouse 
The SPEAKER. The House is dividing and the announcement has 
not yet been made. 
. DUNHAM. I understood the announcement to be made that 
no had voted. 
SPEAKER. There has been no formal announcement of the 
vote. The tellers erase 149, noes 7; no quoruin. 
Mr. DUNHAM. I move there be a call of the House. 
ae At the same time I demand the yeas and nays on my 


TheSPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Illinois insist on his mo- 
tion that there be a call of the House ? 








Mr. DUNHAM. 


I do. 
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The motion was disagreed to. 
I insist on my demand for the yeas and nays on my 


Mr. HATCH. 
motion to close debate in one minute. 
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The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 


Adams, G. E, 
Barnes, 
Blanchard, 
Bliss, 
Blount, 
Breckinridge, C. R. 
Browne, T. M, 
Brown, C. E. 
Brown, W. W. 
Brumm, 
Cabell, 
Catchings, 
Culberson, 
Daniel, 


Aiken, 
Arnot, 


Baker, 
Belmont, 
Bingham, 
Buck, 
Burleigh, 
Burnes, 
Bynum, 


Campbell, J. E. 
Campbell, T. J. 


Caswell, 
Clardy, 
Clements, 
Cole, 

Collins, 
Compton, 
Crain, 
Davenport, 
Davidson, A.C. 


Dargan, 


181, nays 54, not voting 87; as follows: 


YEAS—181. 
Adams, J.J. Eldredge, Laffoon, 
Allen, C, H. Ermentrout, Landes, 
Allen, J. M. Everhart, Libbey, 
Anderson, C. M. Farquhar, Lindsley, 
Anderson, J. A. Findlay, Louttit, 
Atkinson, Fleeger, Lovering, 
Ballentine, Ford, Lowry, 
Barbour, Forney, Lyman, 
Barksdale, Frederick, Martin, 
Barry, Fuller, McAdoo, 
Bayne, Gallinger, McCreary, 
Beach, Gibson, Eustace McKeana, 
Bennett, Glass, McKinley, 
Bland, Goff, Merriman, 
Bound, Green, W.J. Millard, 
Boutelle, Grosvenor, Milliken, 
Boyle, Grout, Moffatt, 
Brady, Hale, Morgan, 
Bragg, Hall, Morrill, 
Breckinridge, WCP. Halsell, Morrow, 
Buchanan, Hammond, Neal, 
Bunnell, Harris, Neece, 
Burrows, Hatch, Negley, 
Butterworth, Heard, Nelson, 
Caldwell, Henderson,D.B. Norwood, 
Campbell, Felix Henderson, J.S. O’ Ferrall, 
Campbell, J. M, Henderson,T.J. Osborne, 
Candler, Hepburn, Owen, 
Cannon, Herman, Parker, 
Carleton, Hewitt, Payne, 
Cobb, Hiestand, Payson, 
Comstock, Hill, Peel, 
Conger, Hires, Perkins, 
Cooper, Hiscock, Peters, 
Cowles, Hitt, Pettibone, 
Cox, Holman, Phelps, 
Crisp, Hopkins, Pidcock, 
Croxton, Howard, Plumb, 
Curtin, Hudd, Price, 
Cutcheon, Jackson, Randall, 
Dawson, James, Reagan, 
Dockery, Johnston, J. T. Reese, 
Dorsey, Johnston, T. D. Richardson, 
Dougherty, Ketcham, Riggs, 
Dowdney, King, Rockwell, 
Dunn, Kleiner, Romeis, 

NAYS—. 


Lehibach, 


Davidson, R. H. M, Mahoney, 


Dunham, 
Gay, 
Geddes, 
Hemphill, 
Herbert, 
Irion, 


Johnson, F. A, 


Jones, J. H. 
Kelley, 

La Follette, 
Lanham, 
Lawler, 


MeMillin, 
McRae, 
Miller, 
Morrison, 
Oates, 

O’ Neill, Charles 
Outhwaite, 
Perry, 
Sayers, 
Spooner, 
St. Martin, 
Taulbee, 


NOT VOTING—387. 


Dingley, 
Eden, 
Elisberry, 
Ely, 
Evans, 
Felton, 
Fisher, 
Foran, 
Funston, 
Gibson, C. H. 
Gilfillan, 
Glover, 
Green, R. 8. 
Guenther, 
Hanback, 
Harmer, 
Hayden, 
Haynes, 
Henley, 
Holmes, 
Houk, 
Hutton, 


Jones, J.T. 
Laird, 

Le Fevre, 
Little, 
Long, 
Lore, 
Markham, 
Matson, 
Maybury, 
McComas, 
Mills, 
Mitchell, 
Muller, 
Murphy, 
O’ Donnell, 
©’ Hara, 
O'Neill, J. J. 
Pindar, 
Pirce, 
Ranney, 
Reed, T. B. 
Reid, J. W. 


So the previous question was ordered. 
On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, by unaninious consent the read- 
ing of the names was dispensed with. 
The following gentlemen were announced as being paired on all polit- 
ical questions until further notice: 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, with Mr. GUENTHER. 


Mr. Retp, of North Carolina, with Mr. RIcE. 
Mr. CLEMENTS with Mr. HoLMEs. 
Mr. BuRNES with Mr. CASWELL. 


Mr. Grsson, of Maryland, with Mr. HAYDEN. 


Mr. Hurron with Mr. Prrce. 
Mr. Davipson, of Alabama, with Mr. SWINBURNE, 
Mr. WAIT with Mr. EDEN. 
Mr. Bynum with Mr. McKENNA. 


Rowell, 
Ryan, 

Sadler, 
Sawyer, 
Scott, 
Scranton, 
Seney, 
Sessions, 
Seymour, 
Shaw, 
Singleton, 
Skinner, 
Smalls, 
Sowden, 
Springer, 
StahInecker, 
Stephenson, 
Stewart, Charles 
Stewart, J. W. 
Stone, E. F. 
Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Storm, 
Strait, 
Struble, 
Swope, 
Symes, 
Tarsney, 
Taylor, I. H. 
Taylor, J. M. 
Taylor, Zach. 
Thomas,O. B. 
Wade, 
Wakefield, 
Ward, T. B. 
Weaver, A. J. 
Weaver, J. B. 
Weber, 
Wheeler, 
White, A. C. 
White, Milo 
Whiting, 
Wilkins, 
Wolford, 
Worthington, 


Throckmorton, 
Tillman, 
Townshend, 
Tucker, 
Turner, 

Van Eaton, 
Wadsworth, 
Warner, William 
Wellborn, 
Wilson, 

Wise, 
Woodburn, 


Rice, 
Robertson, 
Rogers, 
Snyder, 
Spriggs, 
Steele, 
Stone, W.J., Mo, 
Swinburne, 
Taylor, E. B. 
Thomas, J. R. 
Thompson, 
Trigg, 

Van Schaick, 
Viele, 

Wait, 

Ward, J. H. 
Warner, A. J, 
West, 

Willis, 
Winans. 
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On the oleomargarine bill: 

Mr. WINANS with Mr. Hovx. 

Mr. CoLe with Mr. THomas, of Ilinois. 

Mr. JoNES with Mr. BURLEIGH. 

Mr. ROBERTSON with Mr. Ey. 

Mr. ForRAN with Mr. Lona. 

Mr. RoGers with Mr. Ezra B. TAYLoR. 

Mr. CALDWELL with Mr. BAKER. 

Mr. DipB_Le with Mr. Lirrie, until further notice; also upon this 
bill. If present, Mr. DrpBLeE would vote ‘‘ no’’ on the bill. 

Mr. Aknot with Mr. Davis, until further notice. If present, Mr. 
ARNOT would vote for, and Mr. DAVIs against, the pending bill. 

Mr. Trice with Mr. BINGHAM, for this day. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey, with Mr. Buck. 

Mr. MULLER with Mr. DAVENPORT. 

Mr. CRAIN with Mr. MARKHAM. 

Mr. WAnNeEn, of Ohio, with Mr. KeTcH am. 

Mr. PINDAR with Mr. MITCHELL, on this bill. 
DAR would vote ‘‘ay,’’ Mr. MrrcH ELL “‘ no.”’ 

Mr. ELY. I wish to state, Mr. Speaker, that ifnot paired I should 
have voted ‘‘ay’’ on this question. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The question recurring on the motion to limit general debate to one 
minute, the motion was agreed to 

Mr. HATCH. Before the motion is put that the House go into 
Committee of the Whole I desire to ask unanimous consent that gen- 
tlemen who desire to do so may have leave to print in the RECORD upon 
this bill. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


If present, Mr, Pin- 


IMITATION DAIRY PRODUCTS. 


The motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
was then agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of considering bills for raising revenue. The business 
under consideration is the bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter; also im- 
posing a tax upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, 
and exportation of oleomargarine. By order of the House, all general 
debate upon the bill is limited to one minute. 

Mr. HATCH. I present a telegram which I send to the desk, and 
ask to have read as a reply to the telegram forwarded to the Clerk’s 
desk by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. DuNHAM] yesterday. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Cricaco, May 26, 1836. 
Col. W. W. Hates, 
House of Representatives : 

Protest of several hundred members Chicago Board of Trade against action 
of directory favoring bogus butter mailed you last night. More to come. 

R. M. LITTLE, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill by sections. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That for at ae ew of this act the word “ butter "’ shall be 
understood to mean the food product usually known as butter, and which is made 
exclusively from milk or cream, or both, with or without common salt, and with 
or without additional coloring matter. 

Mr. BAYNe addressed the Chair. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Are amendments now in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania on the left [Mr. BAYNE]. 

Mr. BAYNE. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not want the attitude of Pennsylvania misunder- 
stood with reference to this bill. In my own district there are large 
manufacturing establishments of butterine, and very worthy people 
are engaged in that branch of manufacture. But while that is true, I 
believe the voice of my district and my State is in favor of protecting 
the dairy interests of this country against competition with this pre- 
tended substitute for one of their chief products. 

Pennsylvania is the second largest butter-producing State in the 
Union. New York comes first with 111,000,000 pounds annual pro- 
duction; Pennsylvania comes next, with over 79,000,000 pounds; the 
State of Ohio comes next, with, I believe, about 67,000,000 pounds, and 
Towa next, with about 55,000,000 pounds. It willbe seen, therefore, 
that the great State of Pennsylvania has a larger interest in protecting 
her dairy products than any other State in the Union, except alone the 
State of New York. 

Now, sir, I believe it to be a high duty to the agricultural 
industries from unfair rivals from within or from without; and I be- 
lieve it to be our duty to protect the consumers of the country from 
impositions subject to constitutional jurisdiction. If this bill is to be 
effective the duty or tax of 10 cents per pound upon this product should 
be maintained. If it be reduced to 1 cent or te2 cents per or 
any much less rate than that named in the bill, I believe the result 
will be that this butterine or oleomargavine will go upon the tables of 
the people in spite of law, and that the consumer will not be , 
although the dairy interests may measurably be. I wantto both 


— 


the dairy interests and the consumers of the country protected from this 
imposition. 

We have heard much of the constitutional aspects of the quest 
presented by this bill from the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. Ij, 
MOND], the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN], the gentleman {:,))), 
Arkansas [ Mr. Dunn], and thegentleman from Virginia | Mr. Tuck i:;: | 
each of whom has invoked the inhibitions of the Constitution of ¢)), 
United States against the passage of the bill, and each one of w)jo, 
has lectured the House, this side of the House especially, because t})cy 
almost unanimously support this measure. 

Why, sir, should a lecture come from those gentlemen? It is but 4 
short time ago when each one of those gentlemen regarded this very 
Constitution as a rope of sand that might be broken at the wil! o/ 
sovereign State, while we on this side of the Chamber regarded it as 4 
band of steel uniting all sections of the country in indissoluble union, 
that could not be broken by any means whatever. 

I claim that section 8 of Article I of the Constitution empowers 1; 
to levy this tax, not only for the purpose of raising revenue, }ut for 
the purpose of fostering the dairy interests of the country, or for the 
purpose of protecting the consumers of the country against imposition 
or fraud. In other words, I claim that under the Constitution you 
may levy a tax to protect and to encourage and to foster the indus- 
tries of this country, and to promote the general welfare; and whatever 
sticklers for the Constitution may say, that principle has been asserted 
from the beginning by the friends of the Constitution, and was decided 
most emphatically by the arbitrament of arms; because that was the 
question involved in our great civil contest. 

And I am glad to observe the accessions to the ranks of the protec- 
tionists which the promotion of this bill is evolving. The purpose of 
this bill is to protect the dairymen and the consumers, and I, as a pro- 
tectionist of ali the industries of the country, gladly welcome our new 
friends. 

I do not anticipate any troublesome amount of revenue from this 
measure. We do not wantrevenue. Nor do I wish to extinguish the 
businessof the manufacturers ofoleomargarine. Idesire, however, that 
they may succeed in building up a large export trade. It is claimed 
by a good many le that we need foreign markets for our surplus 
products. I should like to have oleomargarine find a foreign market. 
It will suit the South American States. It is less liable, I am told, to 
become rancid than genuine butter. If that beso, the South American 
States, having a warm climate ‘and people with not overrefined tastes, 
are the natural markets for this product. 

But we have been told that the workingmen and working women wil! 
be the sufferers from this tax. Thatisamistake. It has been shown 
by one of the gentlemen [Mr. Pricer] of the Committee on Agri- 
culture that the price of butter has gone up; but the number of dai- 
ries has run down since the production in large quantities of oleomar- 
garine. The simple truth is, that the oleomargarine business is driving 
the dairy business out of existence. It is a slow operation, but a sure 
one; and it is analogous to the financial axiom that bad money wil! 
drive out money. After the large manufacturers of this product 
would get control of the market they could and would fix prices to 
suit themselves. The man, therefore, who says that this bill is inim- 
ical to the working people misapprehends the situation. Besides, are 
not the dairymen, the farmers, working people? They compose up- 
ward of 60 per cent. of our working people, and no people work harder. 
Shall they be deprived of the opportunity of producing the 800,000,000 
pounds of butter that now yearly comes from their hands ? 

I say no, and the workingmen and working women in all the trades 
and branches of industry will say no. 

But why should this argument be used at all by the opponents of 
this bill? Is it supposed that the working people will prefer oleomar- 
garine to genuine butter? Are not their palates just as sensitive as that 
of the man of large means? 

The workingmen of Pennsylvania, whether in the field or in the mi!! 
or in the mine, will not thank their self-constituted advocates for main- 

Let us have genuine butter, genuine dollars, and genuine dealings in 
all things. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, this is the first time, 
within my experience at least, where protection has been invoked in 
favor of one domestic industry against another. 

Mr. MORRISON. Oh, Lord! that is what it is all for. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I am a protectionist, but I have been, 
so far as my votes are , in favor of protecting American in- 
dustries against the invasion of the foreign products of cheap labor. 
Now, if this bill be intended simply to raise revenue, no man, I pre- 
sume, will question its constitutionality. Is that its ? Will 
any . who favors a eee eee 7 
its object, why ismpose a tax of 10 cents a pound on oleomargarine’? 1s 
it n ? Has it been demanded? Has anybody for it 
with thatview? Do the who advocate the measure believe 
it to be a revenue measure? Are they not proceeding, so far as that 1s 
concerned, upon false pretenses? Certainly; nobody doubts it. How 
then is it? Is it for the purpose of protecting the consumer from 
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jous article? Certainly not; because it does not discriminate be- 
tween that which is clean and pure and healthy and a lawful food 
uct and that which is deleterious to the public health. 

Does any gentleman upon this floor controvert the proposition so 
abundantly established that oleomargarine may be made pure, and 
clean, and healthful, and that it is a food product which people may 
lawfully make and buy; that when used is not injurious to individual 
health? Does anybody doubt it? If that be true, why is it, if gen- 
tlemen are simply concerned about the protection of the public health 
and the protection of the consumer from buying a spurious or deleteri- 
ea is it that the tax is not imposed upon that which is 
uncleanly or thful? 

Why is it that you propose to tax out of existence an article that may 
be legally made and that is lawful, an industry that is legal, an industry 
in which the people or some portion of them are legally engaged, au in- 
dustry in which the people ora portion of them have invested their capi- 
tal? Why is it you propose to tax it in the interest of other industries 
which are simply healthful and lawful and produce an article which is 
a legitimate article of commerce? Why is it, gentlemen, that you do 
not make this discrimination? For the reason, I apprehend, that you 
desire to destroy an industry. Oh, but it is said you desire to give the 
peopleanopportunity of knowing what they buy! Youdonot want them 
deluded into the belief that they are buying butter when they are buy- 
ing butterine or oleomargarine. 

‘ow, if that be the purpose of this bill I am willing to assist in its 
But if that be your purpose how does it become necessary 
that you should impose a tax of 10 cents a pound on every pound that 


may be manufactured? How does it happen that it becomes necessary 
to impose the enormous license of $600 on every manufacturer and 
$480 on those who in the wholesale business and $48 on those 
who engage in the il business ? 


Oh, you say itis in the lineof other taxation. Dowe not tax whisky, 
that costs but 20 cents a gallon in its production, 90 cents? But let 
me ask you, gentlemen, what American industry is in competition with 
thewhisky industry? Whatproduction do you tax out of existence when 
you impose the tax of 90 cents a gallon on whisky? Is there some- 

ingelse which rises up in competition withit? Nameit. Whydowe 
find it necessary to raise revenue by the imposition of this whisky tax ? 
It is, so far as I am concerned, because the revenue is needed, and on 
the other hand because the article is not a food product but a luxury, 
the use of which may be dispensed with without injury, whereas if 
the people desire to buy oleomargarine and butterine, a pure and hon- 
est article, in the name of God, personal liberty, and the Constitution 
have they not the right to buy it? 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. GREEN, of North Carolina. Mr. Chairman, as one of the sub- 
committee of three to which was delegated the duty of draughting the 
bill under consideration, and which may therefore be regarded as its 
Ny I deem it duty to myself and to the bill to say a word in its 
behalf. 

Starting out with the broad assumption that if a thing is not what 
» eee to be it is a counterfvit and a fraud, my line of argument 

ill be mainly directed against oleomargarine as filling the bill as such, 
trusting that the propriety of its su ion, or limitation at least 
within reasonable bounds, will naturally suggest itself to every honest 
mind. Whatis butter? The bill defines it. Will any assert that it 
can be made out of other substance than cream or milk or both com- 
bined? If not, then the resulting product of other substance or com- 
bination purporting to be such is a fraud, and should be within the 
reach of the law no less than a piece of base metal with the Govern- 
ment’s impress upon it which claims to be one of Brother Bland’s 412}- 
grain silver dollars. 

Let it remove its cap of claim, and my objection to the vile stuff is 
withdrawn. For I recognize every one’s right to eat what he pleases 
as fully as I claim for myself the correlative right not to eat what I do 
not please, not to have forced upon me as a genuine article that which 
my stomach loathesand abominates. But, sir, in this and kindred cases 
that claim will never be abated except under legal compulsion. Do 
you ask the reason why? My reply is that the temptation to hold on 
is more than mercenary greed will willingly surrender. Is it clean, is 
it pure, is it healthy? Of course public repute and general belief is 
the basis of verdict. So far, however, from eating it myself, Mr. Chair- 
man, after an insight into the mystery of its manufacture by evidence 

‘ to me I would scruple to give it to my dog. Still I in no 
wise doubt that I have eaten it time and again under the fond delusion 
that it was the genuine lacteal derivative, for by trick of chemist de- 
tection is. almost impossible by taste. Does that militate against ob- 
jection urged? No; thousand times no! 

I care not how perfect the deception, it is none the less an imposition 
on dairyman and consumer. Nay, the more perfect the one the greater 
the other. For, sir, as perfection attains in its manufacture, the easier 
it is by deodorizing trickery and discoloring process to convert the most 

and disgusting ingredients into milk-white lard or kindred 
and this in tarn into most approved oleomargarine, butterine, 


a bullerine. 
Tf it is not so, why did not these gentry appear before the Agricult- 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


salutary legislation. 


familiariter.”’ 


A967 


ural Committee atid make refutal that such things were either possi- 
ble or at all events practiced ? 
open to both sides, and they knew full well that such allegations would 
be brought. 
best known to themselves they preferred to come before the Commit- 


The committee doors were thrown wide 
Instead, however, of making their fight there, for reasons 


tee of the Whole, and under the plea of injured innocence to inundate 
us with taunts of invidious taxation and protests of boards of trade re- 
flecting upon the committec. 

In this connection permit me to say that no measure ever left a com- 
mittee of this House aftet a more patient hearing, a more thorough 
endeavor to arrive at the bottom facts, and a more unanimous indorse- 
ment of every clause and provision contained. 

True, it was only the Agricultural Committee, unhonored by mem- 
bership of any great constitutional lawyer, but actuated by laudable 
purpose and with an eye single to the interests of the great farming 
class of the land, whose interests it was supposed to have in hand. 
Representatives of that honorable class from almost every quarter of our 


great country appeared before us either in person or by proxy or peti- 


tion, and never was there more unanimity of sentiment in demand of 
But no sooner is the bill brought on the floor than 
it meets the hue and cry of class legislation. Unfortunately, Mr. Chair- 
man, class legislation is no new thing to our statute-book; but alas, it 
has almost ever been legislation against the class which I represent, 
and the one my committee represents. 

Such, not to speak of our infamous tariff laws of recent years, was 
the tax on cotton, the tax on tobacco, the tax on the fruits of the earth, 
and the grain thereof when converted into liquid commodities. Class 
legislation forsooth! Point me to the tax law this quarter of a century 
bygone that has not been class legislation, deliberately planned and 
systematically framed, it would seem, to inure to the detriment of the 
great controlling but much-enduring class—the class to which I be- 
long—the farming class of the land. I crave pardon, Mr. Chairman; 
there was a short-lived tax on lordly incomes, but it worked hardship 


on the commercial millionaire class and so it was set aside. 


How long are we to be regaled with this nauseating plea when meas- 
ures of relief for counter-class comes up? Sir, there is not a more un- 
compromising stickler for ‘‘ strict construction’’ on or off this floor 


than I claim to be; but Iam tired of having my guild construed into 
drudges and their hard earnings into the national coffers, or worse still, 
a thousand times worse, into the pockets of moneyed upstarts who spin 
cotton and roll steel and iron, and reveling in ill-begotten superabun- 
dance, sneer upon the farmer class and flaunt their poverty in their face. 


And now, when he asks for this poor modicum of relief, when he 
craves with modest mien that this great, ay, taken in the aggregate 
this greatest, branch of agricultural industry may not be ‘‘ swallowed 
up and lost 

In the wide womb of uncreated night, 

Devoid of sense and being, 
he is met with the hackneyed and stereotyped cry of class legislation 
and constitutional infraction. Down withsuch sophistry; to the dogs 
with such quibbling. 

The opponents of the measure, driven to the wall to find a peg on 
which to hang their constitutional objection, undertake to sift the mo- 
tives of its friends. I humbly submit is it fair or ingenuous warfare ? 
Does it not confer corresponding right on us to do the same with 
theirs? Taxation not the motive of the measure, but annihilation, 
they say. 

On yesterday we were regaled with the millennium spectacle of the 
pig-iron lion of Pennsylvania and the free-trade lamb of Virginia (per- 
haps I should say free-wool lamb) lying down together in blissful ac- 
cord, scratching each other’s back and making love speeches, ‘‘ quam 
Politics, it is said, make strange bed-fellows, and here 
we see it. Ye gods and litle fishes, but it was a delicious sight ! 

But, sir, might we not with equal right intimate that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania and his protection following object to seeing taxes 
levied on legitimately taxable articles, frauds, or luxuries, as he may 
prefer to class bogus butters, for fear that additional revenue from this 
source may justify or require alet-up on plowshares, tin pans, domes- 
tics, and blankets, not to mention some thousand or two other articles 
of every day use and prime necessity ? 

Might we not in like manner be pardoned for harboring the doubt 
that the other wing of the opposition might possibly be slightly influ- 
enced by the laudableambition to wipe out the entire internal-revenue 
fabric, and.so oppose the addition of an article to the list which most 
of them concede is as proper subject for tax as those now on it, always 
presupposing the motive to be revenue and the needs of the Govern- 
mentdemanding it. But, sir, scorn the use of such doubtful weapons, 

I do not fancy our internal-revenue system as framed and maintained 
these many years last past and in the last Congress gave evidence of 
the fact, but the indications are that it is to be a permanency. If so, 
inasmuch as tillage has been its victim hitherto, I demand in the name 
of commen justice that the system be made subordinate to its protec- 
tion to the extent of relief contemplated in this bill. Foronel do not 
even insist upon the retention of the fall amount of the tax called for 
if gentlemen are so fearful of ‘‘ taxing this new legitimate and thriv- 
ing industry,’’ or as some prefer to call it rascally swindle, out of ex- 
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istence. Reduce it if you will, but compel it to sail under its own 
eolors—the black flag of taint and suspicion. Require it to wear its 
label as a sheep-killing cur does his muzzle, and the mischief being 
wrought by unjust, unequal, dishonest competition will soon have an 
end. 

Butter can look with sovereign contempt upon its diminutive name- 
sake if you will only brand on his forehead the name he should wear. 
Todoitsome tax is essential. Is the demand orthe amount extravagant? 
It does not so appear tome. Those who higgle at its enormity, to be 
consistent, should assail the tyranny of the Government for suppressing 
the ancient brotherhood of counterfeiters of coin, note-lifters, and kin- 
dred ‘‘ chevaliers of industry.’’ 

The claim set up by its advocates that itis the poor man’s butter is, 
I hold, ridiculously fallacious, whether it be based upon the assumption 
that it is good enough for such or that it is so adapted on the score of 
economy. Of course, as it can be made at about one-third of the cost 
of genuine butter, it might be sold at something like one-half and leave 
a liberal margin for profit. Presumably when sold at first hand it is so 
sold. But, sir, by the time it reaches thegreat army of consumers, with 
its earmarks left behind and then claiming to be what it is not, the price 
approximates that of honest butter 

Has any one on this floor ever called for it, in laying in his family 
groceries? Does any flatter himself that he does not get it more or less 
mixed in with butter, unless he knows his dealer or can trace it to its 
source? Does he lay the oleaginous unction to his confiding soul that 
he usually gets true butter at public tables? Mr. Chairman, if the 
commodity were actually made out of clean and honest fats, as the 
makers claim it is, it would still be a fraud if sold for what it is not. 
But when the offal and refuse of the slaughter-house and cattle-yard 
enter into its fabric, as is generally believed and stoutly maintained, 
it should be accounted a felony and treated as such whether sold as 
genuine or imitation butter. 

Mr. Chairman, my limited knowledge of natural history recalls but 
few animals, notably the jackal and turkey-buzzard, that revel in car- 
rion. For one I do not propose to enter the field of dietetic competi- 
tion against these foul creatures, nor do I intend that my constituents 
shall, without being forewarned if possible. 

If any prefer that sort of diet, none can gainsay them, for there is no 
accounting for taste. But others, more fastidious, should be permitted 
to decline the savory meal. Hence, I repeat, this thing should be re- 
quired to sail under itsown name. Why does the plethoric manufact- 
urer object to it? I will tell you why. He knows full well that its 
name would be its knell; and that his occupation would be or 
would degenerate to its proper level, that of soap-boiler, if itdid. And 
let me tell you, sir, that he will then have entered upon a more honor- 
able vocation. 

Of course it would be a source of regret to a sympathizing world if 
great constitutional sticklers and lawmakers, impecunious city editors 
with a bare circulation of 100,000, and boards of trade, actuated purely 
by considerations of public good in their opposition to this measure, 
should be deprived of their coveted oleo. In consideration of real serv- 
ice rendered by these in behalf of bogus butter, common gratitude 
should prompt the new-fledged soap-maker to reserve a corner of his 
establishment for their old line of trade, in order to supply the insati- 
ate cravings for their wares entertained by such abnormal gastronomic 
notables. I opine, however, that the overfastidious hod-carrier, street 
sweep, and boot-black will thenceforth give the place and its products 
a wide berth, or hold the nose while passing. 

The question has been asked time and again during the course of this 
discussion, ‘‘Can any say that it is unhealthy?” Sir, the query is 
puerile or it is a blind and a pretext. It is rash tosay ex cathedra what 
is or is not healthy. But medical science tells us that many of the ad- 
mitted ingredients are noxious and deleterious to health. Whether 
death is the consequence of their use would, I ag na require a 

mortem examination in each individual case. To the ‘‘doubting 

omases’’ of the other side I venture to suggest, with a view to a 
solution of the vexed question, that they authorize the necessary medi- 
cal and surgical investigation into their individual cause of exit. If 
the coroner’s verdict in all such cases should be, ‘‘ Died of bogus butter,’ 
it might help to resolve the doubts of some future House of skeptics as 
to the sanitary effects of putrid fats upon the human system. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I earnestly trust that the bill will 
pass. I ask itin the name of justice to the of tural 
industries. I ask it in the cause of justice in dealing with a bare- 
faced fraud. Iask it in behalf of the butter-eater as well as the butter- 
maker. I ask it with an eye to the y revision of our tax laws, 
so that the burden of taxation may fall on articles most suitable and 
able to bear them, and so be lightened on the overburdened neces- 
saries of life. I ask it in behalf of the meat supply, which is rapidly 
diminishing under the baleful effects of this new- and nefarious 
trade. And finally, sir, I demand it as right no less than a boon in 
the name of the so people whose servants we are. [ Applause. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I renew the amendment. I claim 
the floor for the purpose of reaffirming, after twenty-four hours’ reflec- 
tion, what I said upon this bill yesterday, and I do it the more eagerly 
lest some member might think I had been influenced by the threat of 
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the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] made last evening, that 
if Pennsylvania protectionists do not sustain the bill the iron industrics 
of the State may be destroyed. Sir, I have great respect for the iron 
and steel manufacturers of Pennsylvania and their tens of thousands 

of employés, but there is one man upon whose good opinion I place a 
higher value, and that is the one with whom I lie down at night and 
rise in the morning for the performance of duty, and if the iron inter. 

ests of the country can be saved only by my playing the demagogue, 

by my abandoning my well-considered convictions, by adhering to 

which, let me say, I sustained the farmers of Iowa and Wisconsin when 

the entire sugar interest, planting, importing, and re , was here to 

ask Congress to prohibit by taxation the manufacture of sirup or sugar 

from corn or sorghum—all the arguments made against oleomargarine 

to-day were made against permitting the production of glucose or sugar 

from corn or sorghum—and I say if the iron interests of the country 

can be sustained only by my abandoning the convictions upon which [ 

acted on that occasion, they will not be sustained by me. Atthat time, 

sir, I stood the barrier in defense of corn and um growers against 

the appeals of many of my own constituents, and I do not believe that 

either the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Price], who so sharply criti- 

cised me in my absence, or the tleman from Iowa [Mr. Henner- 

son] would have supported the bill which proposed to require every 

pound of corn or sorghum and every pint of glucose sirup to go 

out in astamped package, showing that it had paid a tax, which would 

have been destructive of the capital engaged in its production. No, 

sir; the tee proposed for the maintenance of the iron interests of the 

country is so high that I can not undertake to pay it. 

As for the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. PR1cE] who, like the gen- 
tleman from Iowa, in his humility assumed the prerogative of the 
Almighty and dealt with my motives, and said that he had sat at my 
feet and recognized me as a teacher for-thirty years, but that he has 
now discovered that the horizon of my vision is bounded by the iron 
and steel interest, to the utter neglect of the more important and equally 
honorable interest of agriculture, I can only say that I think he must 
be mistaken when he says that he had solong accepted meas Gamaliel. 

He is a man of extraordinary intelligence, and anybody above the 
range of idiocy who had read or heard me for thirty years past would 
know that from the day the war closed I have striven to relieve the 
farmers of the country from the invidious taxes upon their productions 
which the necessities of the war had imposed. Sir, it is in their in- 
terest that I am to-day fighting this effort to add another internal bur- 
den to those they already bear. In these days of peace and an over- 
flowing Treasury why should tobacco pay taxes that you do not impose 
on cabbage, corn, oats, or rye, unless it be attempted to distil the cere- 
als into an article which makes the farmers’ product capable of bearing 
the cost of transportation? 

[Here the hammer fell]. 

Mr. OSBORNE and Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, addressed the Chair 
and proposed to yield their time to Mr. KELLEY. 

Mr. KELLEY. I thank both gentlemen. 

Why, I ask, tax tobacco as you do not tax cabbage or other agricul t- 
ural ucts? Itis a great of Wisconsin and Iowa, and is a 
m table product of more thirty States. Again, sir, one bushel 
of corn will not carry another and itself from the States which those 
gentlemen who criticised me represent to an Eastern market; but ad- 
vance it by one stage of manufacture—put it into alcohol, which our 
arts demand, our arts which consume more than one-half the spirits 
produced in the country—put it, I say, into that article which they re- 

i products consumed by all, make that change, and 
ill carry five to an Eastern or a foreign market. 

You grow tobacco and sell it at less than 2 cents a pound, and the tax 
on it is 8 cents. I want to relieve the farmer of that tex of 400 per 
cent. On corn the tax is 90 cents a peck. The law requires the prod uc- 
t of duty on, a gallon of proof spirits to the peck 
el, and I am ing to relieve the corn- 
gentlemen of the infamous tax, for an 
o Treasury, of $3.60 for converting a bushel of corn into 
commodity. 
Now, sir, iron and steel, however contracted the vision and base the 
motives the gentlemen oe and Wisconsin may ascribe S me, 
m wish to carry non-farming populations 
into the midst pr fir sorte communities to relieve the pressure on 
markets with caaiens ent oo fs ta ae a 
ets vegetables an¢ 
from the milk of neigh = aiden. 


development 
eee was not the iron man’s que:- 
not the man 8 question, but was the farmer’s ques- 
If these gentlemen see fit to assail that 
of his life, and to 
of promoting 


% 
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Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa, obtained the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the pro forma amend- 
ment will be considered as withdrawn. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I renew it. Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
reaffirm every word that I uttered in debate yesterday. As I said in 
wy I regretted exceedingly that the distinguished 
tleman from Pennsylvania was not present; but I could not with- 
hold the discussion until he should be here, for there was no assurance 
that the tariff question would again come up during this session for dis- 
eussion. I saw what I thought was a criticism which I had a right to 
make; and when I feel that I have such a right, no length of experience 
gives a man a patent to gag my lips. ; ; : 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman permit a brief question? By 
what parliamentary law may a gentleman speaking on this floor deal 
with ee motives of another member? His arguments are subject to 
criticism; his motives belong to the relation between himself and the 
Almighty. 

Mr. HENDERSON , of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, if the distinguished 
gentleman from Pennsylvania should say ‘‘ Henderson, I love you,”’ 
while with his hand he slapped me in the face, I could judge his mo- 
tives by his acts better than by his speech. When a distinguished law- 
maker on every occasion fights every kind of taxation on banks, on 
whisky, on beer, on matches, on every form of manufactured articles, 
but is everready with all his power and eloquence to speak for another 
kind of taxation which, like the dropping dew, may touch every part 
of the country and every home, I may have the right to judge his mo- 
tives. 

The gentleman assumes here to speak for the people whom I repre- 
sent and who have placed me here as the ian of their interests. 
I thank him for his kind co-operation; but the farmers of Iowa reject 
the proffered aid. Recoguizing his ability in this special field, they 
come hereclaiming, almost demanding, this legislation which modestly 
but firmly and fearlessly I am advocating on this floor. 

Mr. Chairman, no man would regret more than myself one unkind 
remark to my superior in and vastly my superior in intellectual 
power. If aught that I have said of a personal nature wounds the 
gentleman, no one could be prompter than myself to withdraw it; but 
so far as I have made the utterance that the Western country demands 
and will have protection—by argument if need be, but by war if neces- 
sary—I retract not a word. On that ground I stand, and will stand. 
I insist that tariff legislation is not the only medium by which the 
rights of the people can be protected; and the East must recognize the 
fact that the great center, West and South, must be heard on this floor 
and justly dealt with. That is what I said yesterday; it is what I say 
now; and a thousand times I emphasize it since I have the attentive 
ear of my distinguished friend from Pennsylvania. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. PRICE obtained the floor. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I am surprised that 
some gentlemen should ask me whether, when I spoke of ‘‘ war,’’ I 
meant a conflict of arms. No, sir; I meant the intellectual conflict 
by the weapons planted in brave and manly minds—that and that 
onl 


y: 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, no gentleman on this floor could regret 
more than I do—— 

Mr. PAYSON. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. PAYSON. Sitting within two feet of the gentleman from Wis- 
consin, on account of the confusion in the Hall he can not be heard. 

Mr. PRICE. The gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. LAIRD] says it is 
well. Now, ordinarily to reach his ear you would have to have a voice 
that would reach to the race-course. [Laughter and applause. } 

Mr. HAMMOND. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that members standing 
in the aisles and the area be requested to take their seats. 

The CHAIRMAN. Members will resume their seats. 

Gudea = om I was pe to remark no gentleman 
on y more regret any allusion which by any pos- 
sibility caeeene the feelings of my venerable and distinguished 
friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] than I would. But I desire 
to submit to the House the remarks I made, and then a statement of 
eateeattyr oat tens remarks were based upon, and to appeal to their 

judgment as to whether in anything I said I was unfair or 


even 
Yesterday in the remarks submitted by me I used the following lan- 
guage: 


Ihave admired the gentleman as one of the nation’s ablest defenders 
of our system. I have always honored him for his fidelity to the in- 
terests of his State; but the horizon of his vision is bounded by the iron and 
steel to the utter neglect of the more important and equally honorable 

To keep up a protective tariff he would release liquors and tobacco from their 
Just to our revenues, and having proceeded this far it is not strange 
that he antagonize this measure. 


am I justified in making that statement? I find in a speech 
ee by the gentleman from Pennsylvania on yesterday the follow- 


I was then, as I am now, opposed to adding to the resources of a Treasury 


oh 
r 


that so overflows with revenues as to require us to erect United States court- 
houses where no courts are held and custom-houses where no customs are coal- 
lected, and the appointment of commissioners to inquire whether the beds of 
certain supposed streams had better be deepened and broadened into naviguble 
res or be so smoothed down to make the bed of a railroad, [Laugh- 


ter. 

I desire to state to the gentleman from Pennsylvania while he has 
been studying the subject of protection that he has forgotten entirely 
the subject of finance. I wish, therefore, to recall to his attention this 
fact, that to-day men are crowding these halls and these corridors to 
whom this Government owes money for labor well performed, requir- 
ing Congressional action for their payment. ‘The gentleman with all 
the years of his experience has sat asa member of the only body which 
could furnish honest remuneration for honest toil to liquidate honest 
debts against the Government and has failed utterly to do so. 

The average Congressman, as a rule, is too profoundly great to stoop 
to the plebeian duty of paying the nation’s debts. [Great laughter and 
applause.] If they paid those debts it would exhaust our present sur- 
plus as well as our revenues for the next decade. [Continued laughter 
and applause. } 

So much forthat. Now, I wish to call the attention of the committee 
to another thing. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] 
said a few years ago—and I quote from his speech as published-——— 

A MEMBER. What are you reading from? 

Mr. PRICE. I am reading from a speech of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania made one year ago in this Hall and published in the 
RECORD: 


Ido not believe that a cheapening of goods which involves a reduction of 
wages can relieve any stagnant American industry. 


Is the gentleman in favor of cheapening goods which will lessen the 
products of the dairies of our country? Has the gentleman changed 
his ground in one year? Is he now proposing to advocate the doctrine 
of protection to an article which in his characteristic language a year 
ago he styled as ‘‘ cheap and nasty ?’’ 

It is not cheap; there is nothing before this House, no testimony be- 
fore the committee to show that it is cheap, while the concurrent testi- 
mony of all of them is that it certainly is nasty. It is nasty and itis 
not cheap. And yet the gentleman says he makes objection to me for 
regretting that his views are bounded by the iron hills of Pennsylvania, 
when he will do this thing. What other excuse could I offer? 

Mr. KELLEY. You can not offer any. [Laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. PRICE. I would like to apologize for you, sir, on the ground 
of your former usefulness. [Renewed laughter and applause. } 

Now, sir, I will read again from the samespeech made by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania: 

Are our Democratic associates in their mad pursuit of cheap goods willing to 
add pernicious anzemia to the list of diseases with which our working people 
are already familiar? 

[ Laughter. ] 

Again, from the same speech I quote the distinguished authority 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania in support of the bill we are advo- 
cating: 

Under their leadership we are to enter the race with the world for cheapness. 
They should remember that when Cobden and his co-workers begai the agita- 
tion for free trade Carlyle admonished them that they were entering into a race 
with barbarous nations for the production of the “cheap and nasty.”’ It was 
he, too, that gave the political economy taught by Malthus and Ricardo the ap- 
pellation of the “dismal science,” because it suggested war, pestilence, and fam- 
ine as beneficent agents appointed by an all-wise and loving Providence asthe 
only agents whereby He could relieve the earth of an inevitable surplus of pop- 
ulation. That dismal science still a in British schools, and consequently 
no animal that can be utilized is of so little value in England asan unemployed 
working man or woman with a reasonably good appetite for bean-cake or oat- 
meal porridge. 

“Yes,” I think I hear someof you rejoin. ‘“‘ You studied the poverty of Lon- 
don, which is, we are ready to admit, unparalleled.”” No; Ispentten days, un- 
known to everybody but my daughter, who was my companion, in Birmingham 
and in visiting the manufacturing towns around that rich and beautiful city. We 
visited so much of the overcrowded precincts of the city itself as a lady might 
ride into, and in charge of a policeman I went beyond these limits. Our visits 
embraced Holcsowen, Leye, Leye-waste, and Cradley, where we found women 
making nails, trace-chains, heavy fire-bricks, and galvanizing hollow-ware. 


This brief extract will convince you I do not speak of things I 
merely heardof. Yet, sir, from this same old country comes this fraud, 
comes this invention, comes this cheat on the industries of our coun- 
try, and we merely propose, following the line of policy of the gentle- 
man Pennsylvania, and in view of the facts which I have quoted 
from his speech to you, following him up in his line of protection to 
iron and other industries of his State, to protect the country from this 
unhealthy food, this cheap product, which sweeps out the industries 
of our farmers. But the gentleman from Pennsylvania comes in with 
& proposition to injure them still farther by proposing to legalize the 
distillation of corn into a vile stuff which debauches and degrades and 
damns everything it touches throughout our land. [Laughter and 
applause. } 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BLANCHARD was recognized. 

Mr, HATCH. I rise to make a privileged motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from 
Louisiana. 


Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 
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limiting debate upon this section, and I will give the floor afterward to 
the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. With that understanding I will yield the floor. 

Mr. COWLES. Will this cut off amendments? 

Mr, HATCH. It will not eut off amendments. 

Mr. DUNHAM. But there can be no debate upon amendments if 
the motion prevails. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. 
this section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri makes a privileged 
motion, which is that the committee now rise for the purpose of Jimit- 
ing <lebate. 

The question being taken, ona division there were—nyes 104, noes 39. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. It does not require a quorum. 

Mr. VAN EATON. I demand tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, having had under consideration House bill 
8328, had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole for the farther consideration of bills raising revenue, and 
pending that motion I move that all debate upon the first section of 
the bill and amendments be limited to five minutes. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I move to amend, that there 
be no limit upon the debate. 

The SPEAKER. That would be equivalent to a negative vote on 
the pending motion. If the motion of the gentleman from Missouri is 
rejected there will be no limit to debate. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Then I move to amend by mak- 
ing it thirty minutes. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 53, noes 91. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order being made that no quorum 
has voted, the Chair will order tellers. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, and Mr. HATCH were appointed 
tellers. 

Mr. HATCH (one of the tellers). I am informed by the gentleman 
from Arkansas that he desires to offer a substantial amendment to the 
first section of the bill. I have no desire to cut off debate upon sub- 
stantive amendments. 

The SPEAKER. But the motion of the gentleman is to limit all de- 
bate to five minutes. 

Mr. HATCH. I desire to amend that and say fifteen minutes. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Say twenty. 

Mr. HATCH. Very well; I will so modify the motion and make it 
twenty minutes. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. HATCH as modified, 
it was agreed to. 

The motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the further consideration of the bill the title of which has been 
read.. By order of the House all debate upon the first section of the 
bill and amendments thereto is limited to twenty minutes. The gen- 
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. BLANCHARD] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last 


I wish to offer an amendment to 


This bill I regard as a most remarkable measure. It stands unique 
among the measures ng before this House. Of all the proposi- 
tions to be found in all of the five or six thousand bills and resolutions 
whith have been introduced at this session of Congress the one embodied 
in this bill is the most preposterous, the most unjustly, unfairly, invid- 
iously discriminative. 

What is this proposition? It is one made nem tar as of 
the country that, in order to have their a 
legitimate industry of the couniry shall chheniewe. eeemadl bill, 
sir, is a fraud on its face. It comes here as a bill ‘‘defining butter and 
imposing a tax upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, 

——— of And yet, Mr. Chairman, to be 
truthful it should have been labeled “A bull to increase the price of 
dairy products,’’ because that is its real object and its only object. A 
bill to raise revenue, forsooth! I feel tempted, sir, to paraphrase a 
well-known quotation and cry out “‘Oh, revenue, what crimes are 
committed in thy name !’’ 

The dairy ileatay of the country finding itself confronted by a 
cheaper article, which is in the nature of butter and yet not butter, 
but which is a wholesome food, finding itself about to be outdone in 

the markets of the country, seeks a transfer of its quarrels and its 
troubles to the Halls of Congress, and asks the National to 
strike down a rival industry which is in its way. Isthat fair? Isthat 
in accordance with the principle so dear to Americans—‘‘an open field | last 
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and fair race to all?”’ Sir, a true and proper spirit animating An ner. 
ican industry would prompt it to ask nothing at the hands of Gov... 
ment except the policy of no intermeddling, that principle of n, 
terference which was embodied in the modest request of Dios: 
Alexander—‘‘Stand out of my light, out of my sunshine. 

This bill, sir, is the very antipode of that principle. The daj 
terests of the country have no more right to ask the national 9) di 
their behalf, no more right to ask that their productions be increas, i 
in value or price by legislation than have the cotton interests , the 
wheat interests, or the thousand and one other interests of the country 
to come here and through their Representatives introduce an i pass 
bills increasing the price of their several products. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a qui 
tion? 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I have but a moment and can not yield 

I deny, sir, that the farming interests of the country are asking the 
passage of this bill. That portion of the farming interest of the cou, 

try engaged in the dairy industry is; but the thousands upon thousan, 
of demas the South and consumers all over the country are not as k. 
ing at the hands of Congress the enactment of this unfair, unjust, 
generous, illiberal, and intolerant legislation. It is class legislation of 
the most objectionable character. It is false in principle and false iy 
the pretenses under which it comes before the House, and I trust wil| 
never be enacted into law by the American Congress. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In section 1, line 6, strike out the words “ with or,” where they last occur. so 
that it will read “with or without common salt, and without additional co\o: 
ing matter.” 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, the billin pro- 
posing to prevent a fraud upon butter its what_ may be termed a 
mild fraud in the production of butter itself, for it finds no fault with 
the products of milk and cream being artificially colored so as to de- 
ceive the purchaser as to the richness of the food Products that have 
been used in the production of the butter. 

We know that coloring matter is not always pure and wholesome 
Perhaps there is no gentleman on this floor who has not been told by 
his family physician that the most injurious ingredient in the candies 
that are sold is the coloring matter they contain. Now, if the com- 
mittee wishes to be thoroughgoing in their reform and prevention of 
fraud, I trust they will not permit coloring matter which for aught we 
know may be poisonous to be used in the production of butter. 

But, like most of the gentlemen on the floor, I have some observa- 
tions to offer on the bill in addition to what may be germane to a pen: 
ing amendment. I shall make part of them now, and I may be a)! 
to introduce the other parts before we finish discussing the bill unde: 
the five-minute rule. 

It was said last night by some gentleman, whose name I do not re- 
call, eS ae for discriminating in internal taxes as 
this bill p I was surprised at the statement, and did not !ve- 
lieve then that the gentleman was correct; and I have found out since 
that he was incorrect. He stated that we tax artificial wines 10 cents 
a pint, which is partly correct; but his conclusion is . tis in- 
teresting, Mr. Chairman, to see what is and has been done in this. |/ 
gentlemen will look at section 3328 of the Revised Statutes—and a goo! 
deal has been said about this item quietly around on the floor—they 
— = this: 

li wines, liquors,and compounds known or denominated as wine, a0! 
ae imitation of wine, or champagne, but not made from grapes 
grown in the United States, &c.— 

There is a tax of 10 cents a pint. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Read the rest of that. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I have read enough to enforce 
my point. The rest the can read when he has the floor. |: 
does not contradict what 

Now, I want to call Gaoeien to the origin of that law. Its origin 
will be found in anact passed in 1866—arevenueact. It had been found 
that imitations of imported champagne were being made in this covn- 
try and depriving the Government of revenue. Therefore, in that at. 
on page 158, section 36, it is provided that— 

On all om are compounds known or denominated as wine, made 





me + 
Hes to 


in- 


un- 


I offer the amendment which 


SEROSe aA, and put up in bottles in imitation if 


any imported wine, 
This tax shall be levied. The act was not to stimulate the produc- 
tion of wine in this country, but it was to t frauds upon the rev- 


enue; and if gentlemen will trace it back from its inception they 
Will Gos Wiles the iebentinl tax Saas/tnepe pase With Whe lenport tax; and 
when this fraud upon the revenue was found to exist you find the spec 
fication inserted as I have just read, although you see how it starte( 
and the cee ee a and it is still limited to sparkling wine or champagne. 
The amount is somewhat reduced, and I think it clear that the p\'- 


ee bill finds no precedent here. 
ey at the statement or opinion expresse! 
und band es Sn tho cams cited by the committes 








‘ny their report, which I propose to treat of more fully before we get 
through, because I had read this in the dissenting opinion of the two 
judges of the Supreme Court in which they criticise the decision made 
in the case cited by the committee but they do not criticise the ground 
upon which the court says it made its decision. 

[Here the hammer fell. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain the debate on this sec- 
tion during the time assigned to it by order of the House before put- 
ting the question on the amendment offered by the gentleman from Ar-. 
kansas.. It will be considered as pending. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. The amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Arkansas is practically the same as one which I was 

posing to offer, and I rise simply to support his amendment. The 
object of the amendment to my mind is to prevent deception. The 
practice of coloring butter has grown to be an evil, not perhaps as great 
as that of the manufacture of oleomargarine, but a deception so great as 
in the to be an immense imposition upon the people of this 
country. It comes about mainly through the packers and shippers per- 
haps. A grocer buys the butter of a neighborhood manufactured by 
A, B, C, and D; of cleanly and uncleanly housewives; of people who 
make good butter and people who make filthy butter. That butter is 
bought by the grocer and packed every night or at the end of every 
week, as the case may be, and by the packer is colored. The parcels 
of ring-streaked and speckled butter brought in during the day or the 
week are worked over and colored in packing. The mass goes into a 
firkin and is shipped as the butter of a single family or of a single pro- 
ducer, and presumably all originally of the same color. There could 
be no other purpose in applying the color chemicals except to deceive. 

If that is not a deception, then the manufacture of oleomargarine 

and it off as butter is not deception. Why? The man who 
tests the firkin or other package of butter, if there is no coloring mat- 
ter in it, is able to judge somewhat of the quality, and whether it is 
made at one place or at a"dozen places, whether it is of one quality or 
of a dozen qualities; but when the packer colors the butter and mixes 
up the butter manufactured by the cleanly housewife with that made 
by the slovenly one, he has extinguished all means of detection. Both 
kinds of butter, the good and the bad, go into the same package and 
are made of the same color, and the imposition on the public is com- 
plete. But for use of the coloring chemicals the several qualities could 
never be mixed. 

Mr. FUNSTON. 
ter? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. The coloring may not have any- 
thing to do with the quality, but no man can say but that the pur- 
chaser of the butter is deceived. If the coloring matter were not in 
that butter, the purchaser would be enabled to know by examination 
whether the butter was made at one home or all over a neighborhood. 
There is another reason why butter coloring should be abandoned. It 
not only deceives the purchaser, but it exposes butter to the cunning 
of the counterfeiter. The coloring that goes into butter has made it 
easy for the butterine manufacture to duplicate the farmers’ product. 

If we are going to strike at counterfeits let us hit the first one we 
find in the bill. 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Chairman, I ask to have read the resolutions 
— adopted by the Knights of Labor which I send to the Clerk’s 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas certain measures are now pending in Congress for the regulation of 
the manufacture and sale of butterine and oleomargarine, and the imposition of 
taxes thereon, amounting to a prohibition; and 

Whereas the manufacture and sale of this article is a legitimate business, fur- 
nishing a clean, table, healthy,and nutritious article of food ata reasonable 
price; and that the effect of this] ation will be to increase the price of a cheap 
= wholesome food product and destroy the labor its manufacture employs; 


Whereas the only reason given for this legislation is that it comes into com- 

Resolved, That we protest against th £ such a 
we against the passage of such measures as unjust an 

injurious to the laboring classes, and as opposed to the principles of sound pub- 


Does the coloring change the quality of the but- 


lie ; itis 

Further resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted to our Sen- 
ators and ves in Congress by the secretary of this assembly. 

The age and resolutions were unanimously adopted at a joint 
session of 4080, 1597, 4052, 4327, 5499, 5959,and 1912 of the Knights of 
Lane fee Seo pempene of prompt action in rd to a bill now pending 
before Congress it “A bill to regulate the manufacture and sale of butterine 

oleomargarine. 


(stan.} G. 8. CHAMPLIN, M. W. 4030. 


D. A. WHITE, 
Financial Secretary L. A. 4080. 


Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Chairman, I have also communications on this 


subject from the Chicago Live-Stock Exchange and from the Union 
Stock-Yard and Transit Company, which are as follows: 


Carcaco Live-Srock Excuanes, Unton Stock-Yarps, 
‘ Po Chicago, May 10, 1836. 
afull meeting of this association, held in their rooms this day, the follow- 
resolutions were reported from "the undersigned committee, and were 
oe i in both Ht f 
' onan are now pending in aun rearing and butter special 


and butterine, and 
also internal-revenue tax of 10 cents on pound of those ar- 


charge of the Saat ieee = Aen pea and sale of them under 
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Whereas the proposed laws, while purporting to be revenue bills, are in real. 
ity intended to stop the manufacture of oleomargarine and butterine in this 
country: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Chicago Live-Slock Exchange, That we are firmly opposed to 
the passage of any law prohibiting or taxing the manufacture or sale of oleo- 
margarine or butterine for the following reasons: 

1. The leading chemists of this country have repeatedly examined and pro- 
nounced oleomargarine and butterine healthful articles of food. This being 
the case, Congress has no right to prohibit their manufacture or sale; and to 
subject them to taxation when revenue is not needed is equally a violation of 
constitutional rights. 

2. In this market prime fat cattle are worth at least $2 per head more than they 
would bring if the manufacture of these desirable articles of food was prohib- 
ited or burdened with unjust taxation, and the materials now used in their 
manufacture were thus compelled to be used in other channels. 

3. The price of choice grades of butter is frequently so high as to place them 
beyond the reach of people of moderate means, who can now get a wholesome 
and palatable substitute at a low price, but who would, if the proposed laws 
should be enacted, be compelled to eat poor butter or do without. 

Resolved, That the secretary of this exchange be instructed to forward copies 
of these resolutions to our Senators and Members in Congress and to furnish a 
copy to the press. 

IRUS Coy, 

L. B. DOUD, 

J.C. BOHART, 

SAMUEL WAUGHL, 

BL. F. HARRISON, 

Committee. 

Cc. W. BAKER, Secretary. 
CricaGco, May 18, 1886 

Dear Str: By reports from Washington we learn that a strong effort is being 
made in the House to enact a law taxing oleomargarine and butterine, osten- 
sibly as a revenue measure, but really intending to prohibit by excessive tax- 
ation the manufacture of those articlesin this country. We believe the Amer- 
ican people can not afford to have this done. 

It is a well-known fact that these articles are made from beef fat, leaf lard, 
and vegetable oils, mixed with milk, cream, the best butter and salt, and the 
best qualities of these articles are necessarily used in order to make the oleo- 
margarine and butterine stand the test of examination and use. All these in- 
gredients are daily used as choice and wholesome food at the tables of ail edu- 
cated and refined people in this land. 

The leading chemists of this country have repeatly examined and pronounced 
oleomargarine and butterine healthful and palatable articles of food. 

In this market prime fat cattle are worth at least $2 per head more than they 


would bring if the manufacture of these desirable articles of food was prohib- 
ited. 


Thousands of poor people are to-day enabled to have butterine and oleomar- 
garine on their tables who would have to eat dry bread, being unable to pay 


the price of genuine butter, no more palatable nor wholesome than these, if 
this law is passed. 


The manufacture of oleomargarine and butterine does not depreciate the 
price of good butter, for the reason that good, first-class butter is required in its 
manufacture, and it creates a new demand for the best article. The only per- 
sons it can injure are those engaged in the making of poor, unwholesome but- 
ter, while it is of great benefit to the laboring masses and a source of pecuniary 
advantage to the great stock-growing interest of this whole country. We are 
opposed to any measure that has a tendency to increase the price of the food 
supply used by the laboring masses. We believe the people should enjoy the 
privilege of buying cheaply oleomargarine and butterine if they prefer it to poor, 
or even common, butter, and that any law tending to increase the price of these 
articles, or to prohibit their manufacture, would be very detrimental to the in- 
terests of the whole country. 


Yours, respectfully, 


JOHN B. SHERMAN. 
Hon, Frank LAWLER, 


House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I want to say to the members of this House 
that I regard the step which they contemplate taking in the passage of 
this bill as one that will do great injustice to more than a million of 
men who have petitioned against the passage of the bill. This is an 
effort to protect the farmer. The farmer ought to be protected, it is 
true, but in the large cities in certain years there have been times when 
the farmer’s product known as dairy butter has brought from 50 to 65 
cents a pound. Only a year ago in this city it brought 60 cents a 
pound, and in the city of Chicago we have known times when butter 
brought 65 or 66 cents a pound. 

I appeal to you gentlemen to go with me into the households of the 
poor working people of Chicago, who are receiving only 80 or 90 cents 
or a dollar a day, and tell me how people receiving such small compen- 
sation and having large families dependent upon them can afford out 
of their wages to buy butter at 50 or 60 cents a pound. I tell you that 
the great underlying cause of the trouble to-day in the United States 
is the fact that in twelve years but one bill has been passed by Congress 
in the interest of the toiling masses of the United States. I know it 
is unpleasant and unpopular for men to get up here and face public opin- 
ion and the press of the country, and as a consequence the toilers of the 
United States are aroused now for the first time in twenty-five years. 

If you do not believe it, if you think it is idle threat on my part, 
take the vote cast on this bill to-day, should it pass, keep that vote in 
your vest pocket until after the next fall elections, and then compare 
it with the list of the men who are defeated. Why do the working- 
men so regard this bill? Because it isan attempt to tax a food product 
in the interest of a class. The toilers of this country, the people who 
pay the taxes to carry on this Government, have not asked for the pas- 
sage of this bill. On the contrary, they say to this Congress: ‘‘ We 
protest against the passage of the bill. We object to your raising reve- 
nus by assessing a cheap food product like this oleomargarine and but- 
terine that are now used so largely by us.’’ 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House, «il debate upon the first 
section of the billis now closed. The Clerk will report the first amend- 
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ment pending to this section, after which the Chair will entertain any 
amendments that may be offered. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Section 1, line 6, strike out the words “ with, or,” where they last occur, so 


that it will read “ with or without common salt and without additional color- 
ing matter.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no other amendments offered to this 

section the Clerk will report the next section of the bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 2. That for the purposes of this act certain manufactured substances, cer- 
tain extracts, and certain mixtures and compounds, including such mixtures and 
compounds with butter, shall be known and designated as “ oleomargarine,”’ 
rr" All substances heretofore known as oleomargarine, oleo, oleomarga- 
rine oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and neutral; all mixtures and com 
oleomargarine, oleo, oleomargarine-oil, butterine, lardine. suine, neutral; 
all lard extracts and tallow extracts; and all mixtures and compounds of tallow, 
beef-fat, suet, lard, lard-oil, vegetable-oil annotto, and other coloring matter, 


intestinal fat, and offal fat made in imitation or semblance of butter, or calcu- 
lated or intended to be used as butter or for butter. 


Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Chairman, I move pro forma to amend the section 
by striking out the last word. Sir, I was very sorry yesterday that the 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] saw proper, for purposes best 
known to himself, to attack not the distinguished “‘ father of the House”’ 
individually, but Pennsylvania generally, because forsooth some mem- 
bers from Pennsylvania see fit to differ with the gentleman from Iowa 
on the question of oleomargarine. Starting out in his remarks, he 
said, ‘‘I am not an iron-clad tariff man, and I hereby give notice to 
Pennsylvania that if her Representatives do not stand by the farmers 
of the West we will not stand by Pennsylvania.” 

Mr. Chairman, so far as I am individully concerned I have no favor 
to ask either on the tariff question or any other question from any in- 
dividual member or from any section of this country. So far as Penn- 
sylvania is concerned, she has no favor to ask on the subject of tariff for 
protection. I believe that the question of protection is a national ques- 
tion. It is a question in which all the people of this country are con- 
cerned. It is a question in which gentlemen from South Carolina, from 
Oregon, from Iowa, from every State in this Union should have an in- 
terest. It is no local question. I am sick and tired of having gentle- 
men thrust into the ears of Pennsylvanians the intimation that are 
cringing and begging for protection for Pennsylvania alone. Pennsy]- 
vania can stand free trade just as well as Iowa can stand it; and we are 


asking no favors. If gentlemen would only represent the sentiment of 


the whole country on this question, and not merely localities, there 
would be no reason for making invidious remarks based upon the geo- 
graphical relations of gentlemen favoring or opposing this particular 
bill. 

Now, let me call attention to this fact: If there is one industry in the 
United States that requires less protection than any other it is the dairy 
interest, for I have noticed during my lifetime that milk, cheese, but- 
ter, calves, cows, and dairy products generally have been constantly 
rising in price, while iron, cotton, and woolen goods and other manu- 
factured articles have been falling. Statistics will show that if there 
is one set of people who have no right to ask for special protection at 
the expense of other farm products it is the dairymen of this country. 

Besides, sir, I have understood protection to be a union of the Amer- 
ican people against foreign pauper labor—a union of the people of all 
the States against the foreign monopolist—not that one State should 
array itself against another because of any local interest; not that the 
cotton interests should array themselves against the woolen interests 
because of difference of locality; not that the North should array itself 
against the South because of any peculiar institution of either; not that 
any section or any business in the country should array itself against 
any other section or any other business, but that we should all, man 
by man, throughout this country stand up against foreign pauper la , 
against the foreign monopolist, against that wretched ‘“‘dump’’ from 
foreign countries which has been the bane of American industry and 
the worst enemy of the American farmer. 

Mr. STRUBLE addressed the committee. [See Appendix. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Chairman, I can not but think this bill is 
here under false pretenses, and therefore I shall vote against it. It 
ean only be here as a revenue bill; and as such it comes here. In 
the discussion its advocates claim it is not here for the purpose of put- 
ting revenue into the Treasury for the support of the Government, but 
to brand aud mark a counterfeit product, that it may not be imposed 
on the public as see 

They tell us itis here to prevent frand. When we get further on and 
on eantntenab te entheeall twudiings Gis tan-of 10 cents a pound to 2 
cents, which will give all the needed remedy and security against fraud 
and which will leave the bill with the means provided for showing what 
this substitute for butter is when it is pat on the market or on the pub- 
lie table, then we will see whether its friends have declared or disclosed 
its real When such a proposition is offered we shall learn, 
Mr. Chairman, whether these gentlemen are telling us the truth when 
they say all they want is that this shall be sold for what it is. 

But it was not for the of 
Chairman, that I took the floor. Isought 


the senior gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] took 


unds of 





to make some short reply to him. I wantto prevent the next war now 
threatened between Pennsylvania and Iowa. [ Laughter. } 

I want also to put the mind of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 9; 
ease, because he seems to be disturbed lest the gentleman from [oy 
ag HENDERSON] will vote at some time against protection. [ Langh. 
ter. , 

+ Why, sir, he need not feel alarmed. [Laughterandapplause.} \, 
sir. Two weeks from now he will find the gentleman from Iowa { \; 
HENDERSON] and the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Price), both 
of whom have to-day caused him apprehension, dancing between the 
tellers after the from Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLEY] to pro- 
tect all his Pennsylvania iron and whatever else he demands protectioy 
upon by the continuance of the existing tariff. [Laughter and ap 

lause. 

. Why, a dozen years ago the Republican members of Iowa, and I he. 
lieve of Wisconsin, were found walking through the tellers upon this 
floor voting against the gentleman from Pennsylvania and in favor of 
taking the tax off of salt to put in this good butter—Iowa and W iscon- 
sin butter. When two weeks from now that question is again pre- 
sented to gentlemen from Iowa and Wisconsin they will dance through 
the tellers after the gentleman from Pennsylvania to keep the tax on 
salt which a few years ago their predecessors voted off. [Laughter 
In these last ten or fifteen years gentlemen from the Northwest, Re- 
publican gentlemen, have been disciplined. They know now and do 
what the gentleman from Pennsylvania and other protectionists require 
of them. Oh, no, there will be no war; Iowawill protect and continue 
the tax on iron and salt. When we propose, and we do propose, to take 
the tax off of planks and wood and boards to afford shelter to the cows, 
without which butter wiil all be butterine, you will see them, the gen- 
tlemen from Iowa, voting with the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
keep up a high rate of tariff tax on plank boards and wood all the same 
as Pennsylvanians do on iron, and all with the votes of Iowa, Kansas, 
and Nebraska together. In these States and largely in my own shel- 
ter for cows and other domestic animals, as well as for the people less 
favored financially, are built of the same material—wood; but the Rep- 
resentatives from these States will not vote to cheapen that shelter. 
They will vote right along with the gentleman from Pennsylvania and 
other protectionists who they are now trying to scold into voting a tax 
on something to eat which is poor food untaxed. 

Mr.MILLIKEN. Will thegentleman from Illinois permit me to ask 
him whether the duty im by the tariff on the lumber which af- 
fords the shelter he has referred to amounts to a protective duty ’ 

Mr. MORRISON. Yes; if that tax be taken off five houses can be 
built with the money which now builds four. Up in Maine you pro- 
duce nothing but some good men, pine trees, and fish; we will take care 
of the fish afterward. [Laughter.] Thatis to say, if the Pennsylvania 
and Iowa war would go on or begin so we could have the help of Iowa, 
Nebraska, and Kansas to remove unnecessary taxes, but I can hardly 
ex so much. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. The duty on it is not enough to produce revenue. 

Mr. MORRISON. With the permission of the committee I wish to 
say a word in reply to Judge KELLEY as to internal taxes so much dis- 
cussed in this debate. If additional revenue is wanted, this is a very 
proper subject for taxation according to my view of taxation. Taxing 
a thing is equivalent to taking a part of it, and I have always insisted 
that we should tax and take part of what can best be So if we 
must have a revenue from butter or its substitutes, then it would be 
rightly imposed, not on natural and pure butter, but on the artificial 
and not so pure, because it is better to tax and to some extent deprive 
prspee et the use of what is not so good than of that admitted to be 

tter 


Mr. Chairman, this thing of paying taxes is not a pleasant pastime. 
I would not, and suppose no one would, for the mere love of the thing, 
impose or ee taxeseven on whisky or ontobacco. But I do think 
it is a little to put taxes on whisky and tobacco than on some 
other things which are more to the health and comfort of our 
fellow-men, at least I think it is best to sodivide the burdens of taxa- 
tion that spirits and tobacco shall bear a considerable part. 

Is our venerable friend from P lvania [Judge KELLEY J, or any- 
body else to stand here and talk of taking off the internal-revenue 
tax and expect to be believed? Do they mean what they say’ re 
they in earnest? Can it be done? How and where are we to get the 
money to carry on the Government and discharge all its moneyed ob- 

? 


Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. HISCOCK was recognized, and yielded his time to Mr. Mor- 


RISON. 

Mr. MORRISON. I very much dislike taking the time of a protec- 
tionist while cri the doctrine. [ ter.] Yet I am very 
thankful to the from New York. . I once threw a stone—or 
a lot of taxed salt, which is heavier—his way, for I would not have him 


treated worse than we were trying to treat other protectionists. [Iic- 
newed laughter. 
T have asked, hes. mean to take off the in- 


ternal-revenue taxes us they do? Our customs, or rev- 
enue from tariff taxes, is Serco $175,000,000. This is and always 
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been with our people the method of tax-paying, if not the most 
preferred, the least objected to; and I have said over and over again 
that this system of customs taxes a hundred years old will continue; 
certainly in my time it will not be dispensed with. No reasonable 
ex that it will be or desires it should be. 

It will be exacting its demands and in operation when I am neither 
on this floor nor elsewhere above ground. The time will come when a 
choice can be made between the twosystems. Those here to make the 
choice will determine whether they will put the taxes for the support 
of the Government all upon their food, clothing, and means of comfort- 
able living, or only a part of it on these and some of. it on these and 
some of it on whisky and tobacco. I think it would be better and 
wiser to put less upon the clothing, food, and shelter and more on the 
whisky and tobacco; but, I repeat, the choice will not be made in my 
time. - 

Taxes on imported goods are so high now that to make them higher 
gives us less revenue. What do you get now? One hundred and sev- 
enty-five or onehundred and eighty millions of dollars. Your expenses 
for administering the Government, that you will be required to vote this 
session, will be nearly'$150,000,000, and it will never be much less, not- 
withstanding allour Democratic economy. [Laughter and applause. ] 

It will grow with the growth of our people and may be estimated at 

one hundred and fifty millions. 

The talk of reducing the annual expense of administration to $100,- 
000,000 will never be realized. Then your cost of ordinary admin- 
istration, without anything for the public debt or pensions, will re- 
quire all your revenue from customs or tariff taxes except $25,000,000, 
which is but half your annualinterest. You then require from sources 
other than customs $25,000,000 for interest and $75,000,000 for pen- 
sions. Where is this $100,000,000 to come from? And are we to pay 
nothing on the principal of the debt? The contract requires another 
$40,000,000 for this purpose. Have you not gone on here session after 
session increasing the pension-roll until it is now $75,000,000 a year? 
And do you not intend to payit? Does not the gentleman from Penn- 

_ sylvania [Mr. KELLEY] intend to pay what he votes for pensions ? 

Mr. OATES (from his seat). Eighty-one millions of dollars. 

Mr. MORRISON. Where, without internal taxes, is the money to 
come from to pay that? . 

Mr. BRUMM. Issue greenbacks and pay it. [Laughter ] 

Mr. MORRISON. Yes, and who will pay the “‘greenbacks?’’ That 
is like all sham pretenses. It will not pay anything. We have gone 

over that road once. 

Iinsist, Mr. Chairman, that any man who has any intelligence about 
the condition of the country, its resources, the sources from which it 
derives its income, must admit that we can not dispense with the in- 
ternal-revenue tax. 


We ht di with the tax on tobacco. We might spare that 
much. If gentlemen er to dispense with that and lighten the 
burden of indul 


the load may rest upon those things essen- 
tial to comfortable existence, then we can free tobacco and still pay the 
$24,000,000 into the Treasury on our houses and farms, or means of 
maintaining them, our tools of trade, food and clothing, and provided we 
do not increase or grant any more pensions. But I still insist that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Judge KELLEY], or any one else who 
talks of abolishing the in -revenue system of taxation now can 
not mean what he says. He does not mean what he says unless he 
means to wipe out the pension-roll and refuse to pay the interest. [Ap- 


plause. 

Mr. VER, of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I am very glad to inform 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] that there is one Repre- 
sentative at least frcm the State of Iowa who is sound on both the 
lumber and butter questions. But I regard this tariff discussion as an 
intruder here. The pending question seems to be so oily that it is 
hard to confine it in its proper sphere. 

Now, there are two loouibies which arise in my mind concerning 
this bill. First, is it constitutional ? The second, is it expedient? I 
answer both in the affirmative. It will not be denied that this is a 
constitutional bill, and I believe that the effect of the bill will be 
healthful and beneficial in every respect. 

Next to the revenue which will result from it will follow the strip- 
ping of this industry from the disguise under which it sails, and it will 

remitted to honest competition with the butier-maker. It now com- 
petes as butter when itis not butter. I can not see how any class of our 
people can complain if they are allowed to buy it, knowing what it is. 

t ae sailing under the dairy flag when it ought to be sailing 


I can not see that any effect of this bill will be bad or deleterious. It 
does not destroy competition. arene remains, but butter goes 


into the market in competition with instead of in compe- 
tition with a false and and fraudulent imitation of butter. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Will the gentleman yield to me for a 

Mr. WEAVER, 

. of Iowa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Does not this compel oleomargarine to 
go into the market as a competitor with butter with a tax of 10 cents a 
pound upon its back? 





KELLEY] that we have no right to question motives. 
that to the whole discussion. 








do so. 





Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. No, sir; it compels it to go into the mar- 


ket as oleomargarine, subject to a tax which holds it to honest com- 
petition. 
objection can there be to that? 


The tax has the effect of doing away with the fraud. What 


A MEMBER. Would not a less tax serve that purpose? 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Whether a less tax might not reach the 


same result I am not prepared to say. 


It is insisted by thedistinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
Let us apply 


The gentlemen who advocate oleomargarine here say oleomargarine 
looks like butter, smells like butter, and operates like butter; and so 


this bill looks like a revenue bill, reads like a revenue bill, and will op- 
erate as a revenue bill. 


Let it pass. 

Mr.BRUMM. And therefore the greater its deception. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. There is no deceptio: about it. 

{Here the hammer fell}. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I rise to assure the gentleman from Arkansas 
[Mr. DuNN] that I thoroughly sympathize with him in the regret he 


expressed about the condition of the Democratic party on the subject 
of the tariff. The distinguished gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MorRRI- 
SON], the chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, says this 
bill is a fraud. 
discussion upon the tariff question. 
American peopie to-day than the pretense of tariff reformers that they 
propose to pass and can pass a tariff bill in this House? 
here for? Thegentleman from Arkansas very eloquently said not very 
long ago: ‘‘ How did you come here? Whatare you staying here for?’’ 
I ask the gentleman from Illinois to answer these questions if he deems 
it worth while. 
a pall, a club, a threat of destruction, when you know that the ut- 
most that can come of your attempted legislation upon the tariff at 
this session of Congress will be to end the whole thing in a threat, and 
nothing more? 


If it bea fraud, it is in its proper place here provoking a 
Is there a greater fraud before the 


What is it 


Why do you hold over the industries of this country 


How does it happen you have stricken off from a single product in 


my State by the presence in this Congress of the Morrison tariff bill 
during the last thirty days $3,000,000? 
duction-upon the product of wool alone in Ohio. 
that you have stricken down the industry peculiar to my Congressional 
district, so far as Ohio is concerned—the manufacture of salt—when 
you understand, as I believe, that the utmost you can do will be to 
menace its destruction, while the Democratic party of Ohio poses be- 
fore the people of the country as in favor not only of the present pro- 
tection of those commodities but the restoration of the tariff of the 


For that is the exact net re- 
How does it happen 


° 


Mr. MORRISON. The gentleman from Ohio has asked me several 


questions. Does he want answers to them? 


Mr. GROSVENOR. 


I will not ask the gentleman to speak now. 
Mr. MORRISON. 


I do not want to answer unless you desire me to 


Mr. GROSVENOR. Iam speaking to the gentleman in a sort of 


generic way as the representative of the free-traders on this floor, and 
their fairest and ablest champion. 


Mr. MORRISON. All right. 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Now, another word. Theside to which I have 


the honor to belong, the men who believe in protection, do not wonder 
there is some uneasiness on that side when we reflect that the contin- 
gent on which we rely to defeat every species of legislation like the 
Morrison bill lies in the Democratic party; when we reflect it is the 
Democrats upon the other side, the men who come here year after year, 
who join in Presidential nominations side by side with the distinguished 
free-traders of the country, who then come here and filibuster against 
the efforts of the free-traders of this House to bring forward their meas- 


ures to destroy the interests of the country. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Will the gentleman permit me? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The present tariff law, enacted when the 
Republican party had the control of both Heuses and the Executive, 
taxes rough boards $2 per thousand feet and allows railroad ties to come 
in free. Does the gentleman justify that? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I will talk to the gentleman from Iowa about 
that when that question comes up. I am sympathizing now with the 
Democratic party for their own misfortune, and if the gentleman comes 
inside the Democratic party and defends it, well and good; if he desires 
to stand outside the’ party and defend it, all right; and if he hangs in 
mid air, all right. But he must wait for his time, and not inject it into 
my five-minute speech. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. It would improve your speech. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. The gentleman speaks of railroad ties. I am 
talking of the disintegration of the Democratic party that was bewailed 
so eloquently by the gentleman from Arkansas yesterday. 

Mr. BUBN. I would suggest that my colleague | Mr. WEAVER, 
of Iowa] himself might answer that question as well as the gentleman 
from Ohio, because he supported the same tariff bill for a good many 
years. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, there is one thing I never 
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did, which my colleagnefrom Lowa [Mr. HepauRn]} did, I never de- 
nounced the Republican party as being ‘‘so rotten that the Goddess 
of Liberty had to hold her nose when she passed over the Capitol,’’ and 
then returned to that party when it was morerottenthanever. [Langh- 


ter. | 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I never did anythingof that kind, 
but if I had done it and wanted an exeuse I should say that it was be- 
cause the gentleman from lowa [Mr. WEAVER] was at that time a 
member of the party in goed standing. [Great laughter. ] 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I wantto say that the gen- 
tleman returned to the Republican party while 1 was still a member of 
it, ‘‘Like the sow that was washed, he returned to his wallowing in 
the mire.” [Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr; Chairman, I desire to offer 
an amendment, 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Chairman, I should like to understand the 
process by which a gentleman who obtains the recognition of the Chair, 
after waiting several hours for it, finds himself taken off the floor with- 
out his own consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time had expired when he was 
interrupted by the gentleman from lowa[Mr. WEAVER], but the Chair 
indulged gentlemen while they were interehanging the pleasant remarks 
that the House has just heard. (Laughter. } 

The formal amendment was withdrawn, and the Clerk read the 
amendment offered by Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, as follows: 

Section 2, line 18, after the word “ butter,” insert: 

“And all butter containing any coloring matter or any other substance except 
products of cows’ mille or cream: Provided, That nothing in this bill shall pre- 
vent the use of salt,” 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr, Chairman, this amend- 
ment is only te give effect tothe amendment which was made to a pre- 
vious paragraph. It is in accordance with that amendment andshould 
logically be adopted as the other was. 

I will consume the balance of my five minutes in continuing the 
few observations that I desire to make on this bill. I have remarked 
to the House that the opinion of some gentlemen in debate last even- 


ing te the contrary notwithstanding, there is no case in the history of 


our internal taxation where a tax has been laid with the view of en- 
couraging one industry and down another. I had thought 
that there could not be such a case an ae epee partes 9 Se 
imternal-revenue laws, and my opinion was further strengthened by 
reading the opinion of the court in the case cited by the committee in 
their report on this bill. 

Iam about to read, however, a portion of the opinion which the 
committee did notcite. The dissenting judges in thecase of the Veazie 
Bank vs. Fenno attributed to the court a basis for the opinion deliv- 
ered on that occasion, which the court did not acknow The 
ground that they took for sustaining the 10 per cent. tax upon the 
State bank circulation was that it was giving effect to the power to 
provide a currency. They did not sustain it as a discrimination be- 
tween industries. They said that it was an incident to the 
power of providing a circulating medium, . but the dissenting j ne 
did not rest their dissenting opinion upen that mw but w 
ground of discrimination between one industry and another a daying 
an internal tax; and upon that ition of trying to discriminate be 
tween industries to which the are willing to give citizenship, as 
it were, Judges Davis and Nelson spoke as follows: 

¥t is true that the t decision strikes at to 
bat no persen can fail to see that the ee eens 
create any otl ar dqsertenen, of eorageeeee. 2 ueh oa) 


ae companies, and A... s taxation 
of the State governments which 


efficient and independent ehemenan and administration their internal 
affairs is for the first time advanced as an attribute of Federal authority. 

Now, sir, this bill is unique. Indeed, sir, I think it is the only prop- 
osition of the kind that was ever brought before the American Congress; 
but of that I can not speak with certainty. These eminent judges | Tine—and 
said none such had been advanced at that time, December, 1869 

lt isa remarkable departure from the whole system of legislation 
that has characterized us in the past, and is is quiten aiciicing foot thet 

the committee in quoting this report for their authority failed to see 
that the court had been careful to take exactly the position which they 
de not attribute to it. . The court says this: 
Tho general intent of eae 
ernment administered 


had been re- 

duced to the to he v of i 7. y for revenue u 
requisitions on the States,and it was a leading ctof the oF of the 
the under it this ne- 


Geo 
cessity and to confer upon it ample power to provide revenue by the 
persons and property.; 


‘The committee cite the general welfare clause of the Constitution, 
as if any man in America i that it isa grant of power except 
as to the disposition of the money im the Treasury. 

Government merely ef discretion, though there are some great trusts 
we 


may pervert. 
_aving nea in the eran of uodinpet The court says, page 540: 


Having thus in the exereise of undisputed itcan not be queioned that Com. 
a carrency for the whole country, it can not be 





Ne; this is not a 


constitutionally, secure the benefit of it to the people by appropri. 
may restrain by suitable enact men < the 
of any notes not issued under its own authority. Ww j(),, vat 


this power, attempts to secure a sound and uniform currensy for the 


indeed, 

country must be futile. 

The court then sustained a Federal tax upon a corporation, or \, pon 
the emissions of a corporation—a bank-—ereated by a State, laid yo: 
for revenue, it is true; but mest guardedly not sustained upon th 

ground, or pretended as being for the sake, or for the purpos: *, OF Upon 
any assumed or imagined power to depress or burden the busin. ./ 
one class of our citizens im order to give a corresponding profit ani 4. 
vantage to the business of another class. The court says you can ta, 
to two purposes: first, persons and property for revenue; second, stat, 
bank notes in order to sustain or make possible the Federal « urrency 
and here the court stops. It does not say that you can police the in. 
dustries of the country, which is one thing this bill attempts to do, ang 
which is the least objectionable feature; and it distinetly says that you 
can not tax to set up one class and to put down and oppress ayotiiey. 
which is the main thing this bill proposes todo. Hence when we turn 
to the case the committee cites we find that it leaves them not on!) 
ground to stand upon, but it positively denies what they claim 

it is quite striking, then, to observe that the very report which tho 
committee cites denies to it every particle of the ground that is cle ined. 
In addition to this, and as further bearing upon the constitutiona| 
power claimed, we must all knew, as has been frequently stated on this 
floor, that there are some twenty States whigh by legislative act have 
regulated the production and sale of this article. Gentlemen know 
perfectly well that with us power never reposes in two places at the 
same time. The States can not have this power to give or deny citi- 
zenship and equality or inequality to pursuits and Congress also haye 
the power. It is strange that gentlemen who claim this power for their 
respective States will yet come upon this Joor and ask us also to exer- 
cise it, while not denying that their local authorities possess it. t is 
idle to say that we punish counterfeiting of money. Of what money” 
Why, of coin or of currency, the only money we issue or authorize 
Do we punish the counterfeiting of State scrip? No; the States do that. 
Neither should we seek to invade any other feature of State jurisdic- 
tion. Mr. Chairman, this bill seems to mark a new departure. It 
contains the germs of immense disorder, and the support it receives 
must convey grave alarm to every reflecting mind. + 


[Here the hammer fell. 
“tie to ask the gentleman from Arkansas a 


Mr, SCOTT. I would 
question. 

Mr. REAR of Arkansas. I will give the gentleman an 
o when I next obtain the floor. 

Mr. B BROWNE, of Indiana, Ihave said, Mr. Chairman, that if this 
bill is for the purpose of raising revenue it is constitutional. I have 
assumed that, while such may be its result. it is not its omer. It 
is said, however, on the other hand, that the purpose of the bill is to 
prevent the sale in our markets of a filthy and unhealthful article 
food. ie choxt the Caabiation is not a lawyer professing to eee 

about the Constitution who does not know that — an 
impose upon it ties is beyond the 
legislative power of the Congress of the U States. 
that purpose. Even if we had the right 
legislation of that character, this bill is not designed for 1111 
purpose, as I have stated, because it is admitted by every man— as 
sume it isadmitted because I have heard no mancontradict it —that oo 
margarine may be made and is made a cleanly, healthful food product. 
to take the cleanly, healthful product and impos: 
te article of food the same penalties—I speak ot t)iem 
as penalties—which it imposes upon the im and uphealthful com- 
modity. Therefore it is not the purpose of the bill to protect the people 
from the unheaithful and the impure. I think nobody has pretended 
"it isi then, tat that th object of this bill is to t ol 
It is e is vent oleomarga- 
use that term to cover all these commodities —from being 
sold as butter. I submit that such | is within the jurisdic- 
tion of every State. I assume what I no man will question, that 
it is within the power of ev Lae corporation in every one o! 
the thirty-eight States of this any man question it? 

But, it is said, there comes up a-cryall over the land from the 
na Seer of SR eeeiaron ene Senet i Bas weet pete 
legislation Legislation to compel these prod © sail under 
their true = Is ea mneeel Serene let me appeal to you 
earnestly, are in earnest. it your simple, your sole purpose 
to have the soa protected from buying as butter that which is not 
butter? If it is, let me ask you, are you in earnest in assuminz - 

the manufacturer ofa healthy food prod 
in the second place 
food product a 


i the retail 
ealer a special tax of $48? ia ee eats poten, which is 
stated to"amount to 200,000,000 pounds annually, a special internal- 


eee 
‘Mr. . Imove the committee rise. 


ho 





~~ te! 


te = 
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Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I hope the gentleman will allow me to 
conclude my remarks before he makes that motion. 

Mr. HATOH. I thought the gentleman had finished. I withdraw 
the motion for the present and yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I thank the gentleman. 

Now, if such taxation as I have just recited is not necessary, how 
much is D ? Just so much as will put this commodity within 
the jurisdiction of the proper revenue machinery of the United States 
and secure some revenue—a quantity sufficient to pay the expenses of 
the machinery which is intended to protect the people. Is $20,000,000 
of taxation added to these special license taxes required for that pur- 
pose? Why, sir, a taxation of 1 cent on the pound would, if your sta- 
tistics are stated correctly, yield $2,000,000 annually. When you add 
to that thesespecial taxes how much would youobtain? I donot know; 
but if you impose a tax of 2 cents a pound it will bring into the Treas- 
ury of the United States $4,000,000 annually. Is that enough to put 
oleomargarine under its true colors? If it is, I will vote with you. 

But when you propose to impose all these additional taxes, what ob- 
ject do you intend toaccomplish? You intend to destroy an industry— 
to destroy an industry that demands the healthy product of the farmer’s 
animals—the healthy product of his ox and his hog. You propose to 
destroy an industry that adds to the value of the farmer’s ox and the 
farmer’s swine. And you attempt to do this in his interest! In this 
way you impair the value of the farmer’s cattle and swine, and rob one 
class of agriculturists for the benefit of another class. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, I saw in a paper the other day a statement that 
may astonish you when you think of the representative of the people 
to whom that statement applies. I representa district that has a 
smaller tage of illiteracy than any Congressional district in the 
United States. This, when you remember who represents it, may be 
considered a paradox; I can not help that. But I wish to say that this 
constituency of mine is very largely made up of farmers engaged in 
raising milk and cream and selling butter; and this intelligent con- 
stituency has not sent me a petition in reference to this bill, and, with 
one exception, I have not received aletter upon this subject. Yetgen- 
tlemen are asserting loudly that this measure is being demanded by all 
the intelligent and industrious farmers of the country. Idenyit. The 
demand comes from a single branch of the farmingindustry. Have the 
raisers of beef-cattle and fatted called for it? My farming con- 

stituents largely interested in these industries have asked no protection. 

I can account for their silence on the supposition they have implicit 
confidence in the wisdom of their Representatives. [Laughter. } 

Now, Mr. Chairman, allow me to say, if, gentlemen, you are honest, 
if you intend simply to allow this thing to be sold forwhat it is, if you 
mean that, and if you will so amend the bill it will accomplish that 
purpose, and that only, I will voteforit. Butif you intend to use me 
or my vote as an instrumentality to destroy any honest and legitimate 
industry of this country, however small or however feeb]€, and in favor 
of another, however strong and powerful, or however numerous its sup- 
porters may be—if you expect to use me as an instrument in that di- 
rection you have mistaken the man. [Great applause.] I will go 
home to my constituents and defend my action, and if they do not like 
my vote in defense of liberty, justice, and fair play they can send some 
one else in my place. [Renewed applause.] I will vote for this bill 
if it be made to protect the consumer of oleomargarine from imposition, 
but I can not vote to destroy—destroy wantonly—an industry that is 
capable of supplying a cheap and healthy food to the toiling poor. 

Mr. HATCH. Unless I can get the consent of the committee to take 
a vote on the pending amendment I will move that the committee rise 
toclose debate. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’’ “‘Vote!’’] Lhope the committee 
will give its consent to close debate and thereby save time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE}. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I ask for a division. 

Mr. HATCH, I hope the committee will vote the amendment down. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 50, noes 96. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. No quorum has voted. 

The Chairman appointed as tellers Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, 
and Mr, Haron. 

The ee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 52, 
noes 

So the amendment was di to. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I offer the following amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 





Add as : 

“That it-shall not be lawful for any manufacturer, merchant, shop- 
keeper, or to sell or for sale within the District of Colum- 
bia, or any ; of the : States, the peedace known “ oloo- 
margarine first branding, marking, or labeling same in a legible 
manner and conspicuous place with the word ‘oleomargarine,’ so as to 
ony Shaerves offering in pesseians, also without first inform- 
ing the article is oleomargarine 


person to purchase b 
Itshall not be forany proprietor, keeper, or of any hotel, inn, 
oe eee of public entertainment to furnish, offer or ues ace: 
gy NE pree. ferabed, or a0 before nie in the District of Colum- 
or in any of the United States, the article known as oleo- 
first his upon notice by in icuous 
other rooms where the guests of house 
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are accustomed to take meals, and also in private rooms of the guests, so that it 


can be easily observed and read by the guests,in the following words: * his 
house uses oleomargarine ;’ and also have said notice on their bills of fare when 
such bills of fare are used by any such house.” 

Mr. HATCH. I desire to make a point of order on that amendment, 
that it is not germane to the section. I will tell the gentleman if he 
will carefully examine the succeeding sections of the bill he will agree 
with me if he desires to offer this amendment in good faith it had bet- 
ter be offered to a subsequent section of the bill. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I have carefully examined the other sections of 
the bill and I do not agree with the gentleman it ought to be offered 
at that place. If I have my choice, that place never will be reached 
in this bill. [Laughter and applause. | 

Mr. HATCH. That is what I supposed. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I suppose that was obvious fror 
two or three occasions on this floor. [ Laughter. | 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the amendment, in short, is simply a copy of 
the Georgia statute. That which Georgia had the right to do within 


nh my conauct on 


ner limits the United States has a right to do within the District of 
Columbia and within the Territories of the Union. 
That marks oleomargarine wherever it is used. It suppressed its 


use in my State. If gentlemen are honest enough to suppress its ase 
in the United States then let them vote for that amendment. 

Mr. HATCH. I want a vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman withdraws the point of order. 

The question recurred on Mr. HAMMOND’S amendment. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Is this offered as an amendment o 
a substitute ? 

Mr. HAMMOND. Asan amendment to the second section of the 
bill. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 92, noes 85. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I desire to offer an amend 


ment to the bill. I move in the second section to strike out the words 


** or caleulated;’’ so it will read: 
In imitation or semblance of butter, or intended to be used as bulter or for 


butter, 


Mr. HATCH. I will move that the committee rise for the purpos3 


of closing debate. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I have the floor. : 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BrecKkin- 


= having moved an amendment, is entitled to the floor. 
{ 


Mr. HATCH. I will give the gentleman his five minutes. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I am very much obliged to 
the gentleman for giving what belongs to me. 

Mr. HATCH. I proposed to give the gentleman time after the 
House had agreed to limit the debate. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I prefer to occupy my own 
time. 

That amendment, Mr. Chairman, it will be perceived, proposes to 
strike out of line 12 the words ‘“‘or calculated;’’ and I make the motion 
for the reason that I think the words as used there are entirely too 
vague and indefinite. Crime consists, generally, in the intention; but 
under the language of this bill if any one should make a commodity 
that may be judged to resemble this article, even without any inten- 
tion to passit as butter, if it were merely “‘calculated’’ to be used as 
butter, they would be guilty of a crime and subject to the punishment 
imposed. Hence I think the words should be stricken out and only 
retain in the section the words “‘ or intended;’’ and I believe the com- 
mittee, if they will examine the lines indicated, will not doubt the 
propriety of the amendment. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. [rise toa question of order. We would 
like to hear the gentleman. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I must beg not to be inter- 
rupted now. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Well, the gentleman desires that we should 
know what he is talking about, I presume. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I thank the gentleman forat- 
tributing to me a characteristic which I know is not very common; but 
itis my time, and I ask not to be interrupted. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair understood the gentleman from Ohio 
to raise a question of order. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Isimply desired to call the attention of the 
gentleman from Arkansas to the fact that we have not been able to hea: 
the amendment read, and consequently can not understand the burden 
of his remarks. I hope he will allow us to go along with him in the 
discussion. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. If my friend will honor me 
with his attention now I will tell him exactly what I propose. I call 
his attention to line 12 of the second section of the bill, and the prop- 
osition is to strike out the words ‘‘or caleulated.”’ That is the pend- 
ing amendment. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have said that this is the first effortever made 
in Congress to subsidize selected industries of the country by internal 
taxation—the very first, indeed, that is not strietly for revenne; and, 
further, it does not lessen the force of my point to cite the one single 
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case where the circulation of State-bank notes was stopped under the 
form of taxation in order to secure the circulation of Federal notes. 

The Federal Congress is now undertaking for the first time to deter- 
mine by internal taxes what the people shall eat and what shall 
drink. And this comes at a time when Congress is singularly derelict 
in exercising its lawfal and proper functions. What we need is to re- 
move taxes, not to increase them. But you must obtrade into the po- 
lice or social questions of the people. How long do you think you will 
be able to keep the temperance question out of Congress? How long 
do you think you will be able to deny the constitutional power of Con- 
gress to regulate the question of temperance if you pass this bill? 
How long can you refuse to consider those who mix cotton with wool 
and silk, and flax with jute, and all such local questions if you pass 
this bill? 

What aspiration is there of creed or greed or course of action, or of 
fanatical faction, if you please, that will not come with hungry wits, 
dashing like fierce waves against the base of the Capitol, or rushing 
fiercely through its corridors, demanding that we take note of their 
grievances, their pet arguments or schemes of speculation, and take 
them out of the domain of local agitation of personal discussion, and 
redeem them from the restrictions of municipal control or State con- 
trol? And all these things, as to what shall survive, what industry 
shall have citizenship, what belief itself even, shall have reputation 
or existence in communities, will come here for determination. 

Sir, it opens Pandora’s box to every question of business and morals 
and fanaticism, and to every demand of speculation and avarice that is 
conceivable; and when you have, under the form of taxation, gone be- 
yond the question of revenue and taxed those things that are called the 
vices of the country, but which the States permit, until you have de- 
stroyed them, you will have nothing but the virtues of the country to 
feed upon for revenue. 

When you have stricken down tobacco and whisky and oleomarga- 
rine and mixed goods, with none of which we have lawfully anything 
on earth to do, except to tax them for revenue and upon accepted prin- 
ciples of revenue, if we find them in existence by permission of the 
States, you have got to proceed on bread and meat and upon the other 
necessaries of life, and upon the very seed-corn of the country. I draw 
the line here at revenue, where I am sustained by the Supreme Court of 
our country, by every statesman in our history, by an unbroken line 
of legislative precedents, by my conception of what should be left to my 
State, and by my sense of obligation of my solemn oath to support 
and defend the Constitution of my country until it is changed by the 
forms and requirements of law. 

See, gentlemen, to what illogical and wretched extremes this hith- 
erto unknown and unattempted policy of taxation reduces us. §& 
what local, petty, fireside, social, police, and gainful if not wretched 
questions this policy brings into ona. It converts our wholesystem 


of taxation into a miserable log-rolling scheme. To-day it is butter 
that seeks advantage over butterine; to-morrow ps the South 
with its cotton-seed oil for cooking will want an advantage over lard. 


The next day beef is to have an advantage over pork or some other 
product, and so on through every one of the pursuits and products of 
the people. We shall turn ourselves into a maelstrom of confederated 
businesses in order that a combined majority may oppress a minorit 
and drive them out of business or reduce them to poverty and servi- 
tude. 
Now, sir, I want to look for a moment at some of the extraordinary 
proofs and evidences that have been brought by the committee in sup- 
port of their bill. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 


The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Arkansas has 
expired. 
Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of lim- 


iting debate. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 105, noes 29. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of Whole 
House on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the 
bill H. R. 8328, had come to no resolution thereon. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, papenied that 
committee had examined and found duly enrolled a bill of the fol- 


loving when the Speaker same: 
» A bill (S. 670) to increase the pension of the widow of the late Com- 
mander T. A. M. Craven. 

OLEOMARGARINE. 


* Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the further consider- 
ation of revenue bills; and pending that motion I move that all debate 
cneostion Sef thapenting Risaianenie Sane pee 
to ten minu u demand the previous question. 

| Mr, CRINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I desire to amend the motion 
of the geptleman from Missouri so that the debate shall be limited to 


"ope bens 


The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from Missouri has demandeq 
the previous question. 
Mr. WILLIS. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 


Mr. WILLIS. If the demand for the previous question i, 
down would the motion of the gentleman from Arkansas they }. 


order? 


The SPEAKER. | It would. 
The question being taken on ordering the previous question, there 
were—ayes 94, noes 7. ; 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. No quorum. 
I call for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. HATCH. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 183, nays 33 


voting 109; as follows: 


voted 
In 


), not 


YEAS—183. 
Adams, G. E. Ely, Kleiner, Sawyer, 
Adams, J.J. Ermentrout, La Follette, Scott, 
Allen, C. H. tvans, Le Fevre, Scranton, 
Allen, J.M. Everhart, Lehlbach, Seney, 
Anderson, C. M. Farquhar, Libbey, Sessions, 
Anderson, J. A. Felton, Li ey, Seymour, 
Atkinson, Findlay, Lov Zz, Shaw, 
Ballentine, Fisher, orks, Singleton, 
Barbour, Fleeger, M as, Skinner, 
Barksdale, Forney, McC % Smalls, 
Barry, Frederick, McKenna, Sowden, 
Bayne, Fuller, McKinley, Spooner, 
I . Funston, MeMillin, Spriggs, 
Bennett, Gallinger, Millard, Springer, 
Bland, Geddes, Milliken, Stahinecker, 
Bound Gilfillan, Moffatt, Stephenson 
Boutelle, Glass, Morgan, Stewart, J. W. 
Boyle, Green, W. J Morrill, Stone, E. F 
Brady, Grosvenor, Morrow, Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Bragg, Grout, Neal, Storm, 
Browne, T. M Hale, Neece, Strait, 
Brown, Ww.w Halsell, Negley, Struble, 
Buchanan, Harmer, Nelson, Swope, 
Buck, Hatch, O'Donnell, Symes, 
Bunnell, Haynes, O’ Ferrall, Taulbee, 
Burrows, Heard, O’ Neill, Charles Taylor, KE. B 
Butterworth, Henderson,D.B. Osborne, Taylor, J.M 
Campbell, J. M. Henderson, J. 8. Owen, Taylor, Zach 
as T.J. Henderson,T.J. Parker, Thomas, 0. b. 
er, Henley, Payne, Thompsor, 
Cannon, Hepburn, Payson, Townshend, 
Carleton, Herman, Peel, Van Schaick, 
Caswell, Hiestand, Perkins, Wakefield, 
Comstock, Hires, Peters, Ward, J. H. 
Conger, x Pi Weaver, A. J. 
Cooper, Hitt, Plumb, Weaver, J.B. 
Cowles, Holman, Price, Weber, 
Cox, Hopkins, Randall, West, 
Culberson, Howard, Ranney, Wheeler, 
Cutcheon, Hudd, Reed, T. B White, A.C. 
Davenport, Jackson, Ric : White, Milo 
Dawson, * James, Rockwell, Whiting, 
Dockery, Johnson, F. A Romeis, Wilkins, 
Dorsey, Johnston, J.T. Rowell, Wolford, 
Eldredge, Johnston, T. D. Ryan, Worthington. 
Elisberry, Kelley, Sadler, 
NAYS—30. 
me Gibson, Eustace Some, } ene 
Catchings, Harris, cRae, urner, 
Daniel, Herbert, Morrison, Van Eaton, 
E Trion, : Wadsworth, 
Da A.C. Jones, J. H. Snyder, lson, 
Davidson, R.H.M. Laffoon, Stewart,Charles Wise. 
Dunn, Lanhar, St. Martin, 
y, Lawler, Til . 
NOT VOTING—100. 
Aiken, Curtin, Laird, Reid, J. W. 
A Davis, Landes, Reese, 
— Dibble, Little, Rice, 
mont, Dingley, Long, 
Bingham, tooiea’’ Lore, Eettcon, 
Blanchard, ; Louttit, Rogers, 
Bliss, Dunham, Smee Sayers, 
Blount, Eden, » Steele, 
Breckinridge, C. R. Foran, Markham, Stone, W.J., Mo. 
TO Gibson, C.H. Maybury a 
Brown, C. bson, . ney, 
Brumm, Glover, McAdoo, Taylor, 1.H 
Burleigh, Goff, Merriman, Thomas, J. 2 
Green, R.S. Miller, Throckmorton, 
Bynum, Guenther, Mills, Trigg, 
Cabell, Hall, Mitchell, Viele, 
Caldwell Hammond, Muller, Wade, 
Campbeli,Felix  Hanback, Murphy, Wait, 
oa. J.E. Hayden, Norwood, Ward, T. B. 
iy, H Oates, Warner, A.J. 
Clements, H O’ Hara, Warner, William 
Cobb, Hill, O'Neill, J.J, Wellborn, 
Cole, Holmes, Outhwaite, Willis, 
Collins, Houk, Pettibone, Winans, 
Compton, Hutton ee Woodburn. 
Crain, Jones, J.T. : 
Crisp, Ketcham, Pirce, 
Croxton, King, Reagan, 
So the question was ordered. 
Mr. SO . Iask unanimous consent to dispense with the read- 
of the names. 


. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, and Mr. VAN EATON ob- 


jected. 
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The following additional pairs were announced: 

Mr. Loutitr with Mr. WooDBURN, on the pending bill. 

Mr. OATES with Mr. Gorr, for the rest of the day. Mr. OArTes, if 
present, would vote inst the pending bill. 

Mr. CoLLiIns with Mr. GLOVER, on this bill. 
yote for the bill and Mr. CoLLuns against it. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Hatcu] to limit debate on the second section 
of the pending bill and all amendments thereto to one minute. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Missouri, that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union for the further consideration of bills 
raising revenue. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 


Mr. GLOVER would 


on the state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair, and resumed | 


the consideration of the bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter; also impos- 
ing a tax upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and 
exportation ef oleomargarine. 

The CHAIRMAN. — By order of the House, all debate on the pend- 
ing section of the bill and amendments thereto is limited to one minute. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I desire to offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment pending which the 
Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read the following amendment, proposed by Mr. BRECK- 
INRIDGE, of Arkansas: 


In the twelfth line of section 2, strike out the words ‘‘or calculated,” so} it 
will read “made in imitation or semblance of butter, or intended to be used 
as butter or for butter.” 


The question being taken, the chairman stated that the ‘‘noes”’ 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
words ought to be stricken out. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 71, noes 99. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now report the amendment sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to section 2 as amended, the Shonhs : 

“If any person shall knowingly and willfully violate the foregoing provisions 
of this act he shall, upon conviction in any court having jurisdiction thereof, be 
punished by a fine not exceeding $2,000, or be imprisoned for any period not ex- 
ceeding one year.”’ 

Mr. HAMMOND rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Only one minute is allowed for debate. 

Mr. HAMMOND. And that minute is altogether ample for my pur- 
pose. This is simply to make the proper penalty for the violation of 
the law embraced in the amendment which we have just adopted. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 75, noes 96. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered—44 members voting therefor. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair appoints as tellers the gentleman from 
Georgia, Mr. HAMMOND, and the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. HATCH. 

= ennnten again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 58, 
noes 109. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
wae CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next section of the 

ill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 3. That jal taxes are im as follows : 

— spec posed 


of oleomargarine shall pay $500. Every person who manu- 
for sale shall be deemed a manufacturer of oleomar- 


I call fora division. Those 


factures 
garine. 
Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a question of order. 
This section of the bill is divided into paragraphs. The paragraph just 
read defines who shall be regarded as manufacturers. The next para- 


graph bes the tax. I submit that, this being a separate para- 
graph with a distinct matter, it ought to be subject to amend- 


ment by itself. 
Mr. HHISCOCK. This whole section applies to one subject. 


_ TheCHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the whole of the section, but 
in order to facilitate the business of the committee the Chair will en- 
tertain amendments to the separate paragraphs. 

The Clerk completed the reading of section 3, as follows: 


Wholesale dealers in ecmaspreine ook me $480. Every person who sells 
offers for sale oleomargarine in the manufacturer’s packages shall be 
perme ay yey in cleomargarine. ~— eas manufacturer sieseomes- 
garine who given bond uired spec tax,a 

who sells only Glsoamegnrine of his own production at the place of Seneutactare 
in the packages to which the tax-paid stamps are affixed, shall not be 


cee ae special tax of a wholesale dealer in oleomargarine on ac- 


sales, 
Retail dealers in $48. Every person who sells ol 
_ quantities than 10 nd tt hs samasded a0 0 


sections 3235, 3236, 3237, 3238, 
3243 of the Revised Statutes of States are, so faras 
made to extend to and include and apply to the special taxes im- 
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posed by this section and to the persons upon whom they are imposed: Pro- 
vided, That in case any manufacturer of oleomargarine commences business 
subsequent to the 30th day of June in any year the special tax shal! be reckoned 
from the Ist day of July in that year, and shall be $500. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move toamend section 3 by striking out, in line 2, 
the words ‘‘six hundred’’ and inserting ‘‘one hundred.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, I stated to the House yesterday that I should offer to- 
day an amendment proposing to reduce the tax upon the manufacturer 
of this article from $600 to $100. I offer this amendment because the 
taxes generally imposed upon manufacturers under existing internal- 
revenue laws do not in any case reach the sum of $600. The rectifier 
of whisky to an amount less than 100 barrels paysa tax of only $100; the 
rectifier of whisky to an amount over 500 barrels is taxed only $200. 
Further along in this bill there is provision made for a tax upon the prod- 
uct itself, and the object of this assessment upon the manufacturer is 
simply to require him to take out a license and be identifi2d with and 
come under the internal-revenue system. 

The tax proposed on the product itselfis certainly all that is wanted. 
Where a man makes, perhaps, a million pounds of this product and 
pays a tax upon that, it should be sufficient, without requiring him to 
pay an extra $600 simply for the privilege of keeping his works run- 
ning. The proposition seems fair to reduce this tax from six hundred 
dollars to one hundred, and I hope the House will accept it. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Chairman, I hope the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BROWNE] will not prevail. Itis stated here, 
and not denied by the friends of the manufacturers of oleomargarine, 
that it can be made at 8 cents a pound. It is not denied that it sells 
for at least 25 cents a pound. Now, if a tax of 10 cents a pound is 
levied upon it, and the $600 provided in the bill instead of $200 to 
which this amendment reduces it be demanded, still the entire tax will 
not amount to more than 12 cents a pound, and the manufacturer of 
oleomargarine will be making a very handsome profit. 

Gentlemen tell us that this is a pure article of food. If that is the 
case why does it not go forth under its own name? Do you ever 
see an honest man registering himself under a false name? Are the 
fellows who go around under aliases honest men? If this is an honest 
article of food, as good as butter, why do not the manufacturers and 
dealers brand it and sell it as oleomargarine? One word more in reply 
to my friend from Illinois[Mr. LAWLER]. He says thatthe poor men, 
the workingmen, want this food. I say that the workingmen of this 
country want the best food they can get; they do not want cheap and 
nasty food; and if this imitation butter is taxed out of existence 1 have 
no doubt there is, or soon will be, sufficient capacity in the dairies of 
this country to give the workingmen butter that will be at the same 
time both good and cheap. 

Why, sir, if you allowed counterfeit money to be circulated all 
through the community do you suppose that you would have a sufli- 
cient amount of good money to supply the people with currency ? 
Certainly not. The counterfeit would crowd out the good money. Just 
so this oleomargarine is crowding out good butter. It is diminishing 
our dairy products, diminishing the number of our dairies, causing the 
slaughter of the cows, and if its unlimited manufacture is to go on the 
result will be that you will have a supply of this counterfeit butter and 
nothing else. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I move pro forma to 
amend by striking out the last word. Sir, I assume that every gentle- 
man who favors this bill, as well as every gentleman who opposes it, is 
in earnest. The gentleman from New York [ Mr. Hiscock], in discuss- 
ing this question, started out by admitting that oleomargarine in itself 
may be pure and wholesome, not injurious to public health. The gen- 
tleman from Illinois said that the farmers are not afraid of competition 
with this article if it be so marked that the man who buys it may know 
what he is buying. Now, I assume, of course, that these gentlemen are 
honest in stating these propositions. That being so, all we need to do 
is to put such a tax upon oleomargarine that the manufacturer and the 
retail dealer shall be required to sell it for what it really is. 

When we have accomplished this, we shall have accomplished all that 
should be sought by a bill of this kind. But the man who wants to 
buy oleomargarine should be allowed to do so without paying an ex- 
cessive price for it. While imposing such a tax that the manufacturer 
and retail dealer shall be obliged to sell this commodity for what it 
actually is, we should not compel the man who buys it to pay, on ac- 
count of this taxation, 12 or 15 cents a pound more than he would other- 
wise be compelled to pay. 

Sir, I am in favor of a bill of this kind, but Iam not in favor of tax- 
ing this commodity out of existence. If, as has been said here, this 
article can be so made as not to be distinguishable from butter, so as to 
be as healthful as butter, then I believe the man who works for 80 
cents or $1 a.day should not be compelled to pay 40 or 50 cents a pound 
for butter. The gentlemen who drew this bill have gone too far. 

The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. StRUBLE] has said that we export 
more oleomargarine than butter, and in this way our foreign trade is 
cat down. But, sir, this very bill proposes to say to the men who man- 
ufacture oleomargarine, ‘‘You may export this article and practice a 
fraud upon those who reside out of the country, and you need pay no 
tax upon this exportation.” 
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Mr. STRUBLE. I stated that I was opposed to that section of the 
bill. Iam in favor of taxing that portion of the product which is ex- 
ported as well as that portion which is sold in this country. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Now, the friends of this measure who 
say they wish to pass a bill which shall protect the men who buy oleo- 
margarine ought not to impose such taxation as to tax this commodity 
out of existence, thereby using the taxing power of the Government as 
a means of legislating against one class of people and in the interest of 
another. You might just as well say, ‘‘ We will buy the use of the 
taxing power, protect one class of manufacturers while we oppress an- 
other.’’ Let us be honest about this matter and impose simply such 
taxation as will secure the proper marking of thiscommodity wherever 
sold. But let us not tax it out of existence. Ifa man wants to buy 
this article and does so knowing exactly what it is let him buy it ata 
reasonable price. 

{ Here the hamnier fell. ] 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. 
ment. 
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within a few years past. It was not at all doubted in 1816, when it became »,., 
essary to adjust the revenue toa stateof peace. On the contrary, the powe; y 
then exercised, not without opposition as to its expediency, but, as far a. | a 
member or have understood, without the slightest ition founded on an, 
supposed want of constitutional authority. Certainly South Carolina 4jj ,,. 
doubt it. The tariff of 1816 was introduced, carried through, and esta))|\<),,., 
— the lead of South Carolina. Even the minimum policy is of South (4;,, 
ina origin. 

The honorable gentleman himself oe John C. Calhoun) supported, a), 
supported, the tariff of 1816. He has informed us, sir, that his speech ont), ,; 
casion was sudden and off-hand, he being called up by the request of a fri...) 
lam sure the tieman so remembers it, and that it was so; but there is ,.. 
ertheless, m method, arrangement, and clear exposition in that ext, 
speech. Itis very able, very much to the point, and very decisive. An« 
other speech, delivered two months earlier, on the proposition to repea ; 
ternal taxes, the honorable gentleman had touched the same subject, , 
declared “that acertain encouragement ought to be extended at lea-: ; 
woolen and cotton manufactures.” 

* oe = * me « * 

“Sir, it is no answer to say that the tariff of 1816 was a revenue bil]. So ar. 
they all revenue bills. The point is, and the truth is, that the tariff of 1515, };)... 
the rest, did discriminate ; it did distinguish one article from another; jt \\j 


I withdraw m ro forma amend- : lay 
- y pro f duties for protection.” 





Mr. HISCOCK. Mr, Chairman, the opponents of this bill have put 
into the mouths of those who favor it every conceivableargument. In 
addition to the charge that we are supporting an unconstitutional meas- 
ure, it is urged by one gentleman who has addressed the committee 
that we are attempting to ‘‘ tax out of existence’’ a “‘ healthful prod- 
uct.’’ Sir, I have no hesitation in standing upon the ground that we 
are attempting to protect a healthful product against the unfair com- 
petition of a fraudulent and poisonous product. 

It is true, I have said, as the gentleman from Indiana states, that 
oleomargarine can be made pure; yet I have. here a characteristic de- 
scription of the manner in which it is in fact made; and I will read 
some portions of this description as a reply to gentlemen who say we 
are attempting to ‘‘tax out of existence’’ a ‘‘healthful product,”’ 
which the laboring men desires to purchase as food. 

Mr. DUNHAM. And after the gentleman has read that let him 
read a description of the manner in which some butter is made. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I read the testimony of Mr. Michels, of New York, 
a well-known microscopist and the editor of a scientific journal. He 
says that— 

Oleomargarine is simply uncooked, raw fat, never subjected to sufficient heat 
to kill parasites which are liable to be in it; that those who eat it run the risk 
of trichinm from the stomachs of animals which are chopped up with the fat in 
making it. + 

That is your “ healthful product!’ I have also here the testimony 
of Dr. R. U. Piper, of Chicago, who says that— 

His attention was first called to the subject by an article published by Mr. 
Michels, in the American Journal of Microscopy. Since then he has examined 
a large number of specimens. He testifies that, while no true butter can carry 
trichine, eggs of the tape-worm, &c., he has found in oleomargarine not only 
organic substances in the form of muscular and connective tissue, and various 
fungi, but also living organisms which have resisted boiling acetic acid, and eggs 
resembling those of the tape-worm. These he has preserved to be shown to 
— one who may desire to see them, and he has also microscopic photographs 
of them. 

Rev. E. Huber, micrescopist, of Richmond, Va., writes in the South- 
ern Clinic of May, 1880: 

Oleomargarine differsin its microscopical appearance as well asin its nutritive 
and dietetic qualities from true butter; that fats init are not subjected to a 
heat suflicient to destroy the germs of septic and putrefactive isms, and 
that there may also be introduced into the system its means pewnses 
develop intape-worm. Andhe also states that he has frequently found in oleo- 
margarine eggs resembling those of the tape-worm. 


Dr. George B. Harriman, a most respectable microscopist of Boston, 
‘‘examined some twenty specimens of oleomargarine obtained from 
different dealers, and had found in every specimen more or less foreign 
substances, a variety of animal and vegetable life. Among those were 
corpuscles from a cockroach and small bits of claws, the blood cor- 
puscles of sheep, the egg of a tape-worm. Yeast was found i 
in considerable quantities and spores of fungi were very prevalent. 
A portion of a worm, a dead hydra viridis, portions of muscular fibers, 
fatty cells, and eggs from some small parasite were among the discov- 
eries.’’ 

This is your “healthful product*’ that you would not have “taxed 
out of existence.’’? Neither would I; but I desire gentlemen should un- 
derstand the ground upon which we plant ourselves. Wedesire to give 

rotection to an honest industry against this fraudulent one which I 
con described. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Will the gentleman yield a moment? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I can not unless the gentleman will yield me further 
time. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I will yield you all the time I have. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. MORRISON (to Mr. Hiscock). Say over again what you said 
about ‘‘protection,”’ so that thechairman of thecommittee [Mr. Hatc] 
may hear it. 


Mr. HISCOCK. My friend from Dlinois asks me to the utter- 
ance I made in reference to ‘* ion.’’ Sinee Lam invited to do so 


I take pleasure in reading some remarks of Daniel Webster upon that 


subject: 
admitted and prac- 
aetel cn ae until 


Mr. President, this power of discrimination, thus 
ticed upon in the first revenue act, has never been 


Be. 


supported by whatever argument, is, when 
analysis, the use of the sovereign power of taxation for the purpose 0! 





TheCHAIRMAN. Debateon the pending amendment is exhausted 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I move to strike out the |ast 


word, 


Mr. FINDLAY. Allowme to presentanamendment. Ido not pr, 


pose to say anything about it. 


Mr. HAMMOND. Do not yield. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I move to strike out the las; 
word, 

Mr. Chairman, the question that is of the most importance to 1m) 


mind in the consideration of this measure is not the relative value and 


purity of the article known as oleomargarine or of butter; and I do not 
desire to submit any observation on these subjects nor upon anything 
which has been said about these two products. 

But the question is as to whether the American Congress shall de- 
liberately proceed, in the line of a new departure, to use the interna)- 
revenue taxing power for any purpose other than that of raising re\ 


enue. 


This measure, however demanded, for whatever purpose introduced 
you reduce it to its ultimate 


aiding a competitor in trade in the race for profit. [ Applause. | 
Now, what I desire to say is only to emphasize that issue so that we 
may understand and the country will understand what it is we are doing 


y: 

We do not need the revenue, for the figures show that by the prescut 
internal-revenue taxation for this year we will receive from tobacco ani 
spirits, and from the duties imposed on imported tobacco and spirits 
about $109,000,000. With the sugar duties added to this, makin: 
about $160,000,000, all the war expenditures can be met by these thre: 
articles. 

The pensions are about $80,000,000, the sinking fund, $46,659,00\ 
the interest on the public debt about $44,622,589. So that these th 
articles—sugar, tobacco, and spirits—will pay all the war expenditu:.. 
which the Government must liquidate. 

The customs will leave us perhaps thirty millions or over more thi:n 
the sums which by the estimates of the Departments are necessary {\: 
the year 1887. 

On page 254 of the Book of Estimates the aggregate estimated « 
penditures for the year 1887 are $339,589,552.34. Of this sum $75,>:))).- 
200 are for pensions, $46,659,000 for the sinking fund, $44,622,5-7..- 
for interest on the public debt; so that these three items, all being w.u 
expenditures, aggregating $167, 111,789.28, are to be met by war taxc- 
by the internal revenue on spirits and tobacco, and the remainder 0\: 
the sum collected on these two articles can be well paid by the duties 
on These taxes are literally taxes, absolutely so as to spirits 
and tobacco, almost so as to sugar, 85 per cent. of the imports on sugars 
going into the Treasury. 

So that we have ample revenues for all the purposes of the Goycrn- 
ment and a surplus of at least thirty millions. This of necessi\y 
brings us face to face, whether we desire to face it or not, with tle 

how shall we sort out these taxes, how shall we eliminate {111 
the objects of taxation so as to reduce these excessive revenues soiic- 
what to meet the mere necessities of the Government? From w/it 
shall we take off the burden of taxation, what shall be relieved from 
the taxing power, not what shall we hunt to subject to new burde 

There are $30,000,000 0verand above our necessary revenues. Wli'e 
shall we lift the burden of taxation? This is the real problem w!\ 
meets us. 

oe taxation. And lest I forget it in th: 
limited time 


to me I here remark that the power of taxati) 
is a trust . All powers granted to governments, whether t!cy 
be despotic or 1 

powers delegated 


governments, are trust powers. They ®'¢ 
the people to the organism known as society, act! 
nash pened aasnees called a government, merely for the purpos: 
for ch governments are organize Now this trust power—— 
The . The gentleman’s time has expi 
Mr. THROCKMORTON. 


expired. 
I will take the floor and yield my time 
to the gentleman from Kentucky. 
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Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I thank the gentleman from 
Texas. . 

Now, this trust power, this power of taxation, given to us solely as 
trustee, to be exercised onlygby necessity and solely for the purpose of 
raising revenues, which revenues can only be justified by necessary ex- 

ses—this taxing power is now under this bill sought to be used for 
the first time in the history of the Government in a competitive race 
between rival industries. 

For, sir, the exercise of the power heretofore by which 10 per cent. 
was laid on the circulation of State banks was not a contest between 
citizens, but it was a contest between the General Government, acting 
through its bank agencies, the national banks, and the State banks; 
‘and it was justified simply because those national banks in that day of 
‘peril to the credit of the nation were necessary to be sustained and en- 


as its financial agents in operations of stupendous amounts 
and interest, in times of great urgency demanding extraor- 





measures. 

They were all for the benefit of the Government; not for the specia! 
benefit of citizens or any particular industry. But here the power of 
taxation is used for the purpose of destruction. Now for the first time 
we enter into private controversy between internal industries. How- 
ever wide our differences have been or are as to the use to which the 
power of levying imposts could or ought to be put, however earnest 
the contention about the protection to be given through customs, all 

. agreed that the Government ought not to enter into partnership with 
one home industry to injure another liome industry; no one seriously 
urged that the common Government, instituted for the common good, 
supported by all the citizens, should deliberately, under any excuse, 
exercise its power of taxation as a means of destruction to one industry, 
or as @ bounty or aid to a rival industry. 

mee in fall with what fell from the lips of the gentleman from 

i [Mr. Morrison], the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, this morning, that as between customs duties and internal rev- 
enue, when we can come to the point of election, I am in favor of cus- 
toms duties wisely and justly levied as relieving the country from the 
machinery which necessitates espionage, that must be offensive, that 
can not possibly, no matter how well administered, be administered so 
as not to be a burden. 

It may be hereafter, Mr. Chairman, in those happy days when our 
public debt is paid—God speed the day—and when the pension-roll is a 
memory, and when only the ordinary civil administration of the Gov- 
ernment causes expenditures, that our children may see economic ques- 
tions in a different light, and may prefer to raise their revenues by ex- 

cises and internal taxation. To-day spirits, tobacco, and sugar would 
pay without inereased duties or taxes all the civil expenditures of the 
Government. 

If from the $339,589,552.34 of estimated expenses is taken the sums 
before set out as estimated for pensions, the sinking fund, and the in- 
terest on the public debt, $167,111,789.28; the $3,877.410 for inter- 
est on the Pacific Railway stock, which is really a legacy of the war 
and which is temporary in its nature; the $26,860,016.76 estimated for 
publie works, a sum unnecessarily large, and dependent on annual and 
always doubtful legislation; the $4,000,000 estimated as necessary for 
repayment to importers in excess of deposits, and the $8,500,000 as 
drawbacks or customs allowances, the amount annually expended in 

ordinary administration of our Government would be, on the esti- 
mate for 1887, $130,000, 000; while the taxes on spirits, tobacco, and sugar 
would realize $160,000,000. And with these or such relative figures 
before them our children might conclude that a race so thrifty and 
brainy, possessing a country so blessed with all material wealth, could 
outstrip the world ina free, equal, untrammeled industrial competition, 
and thus prefer to support their Government by these duties rather 
than by customs dues. But for to-day, with an unpaid public debt 
and an increasing pension-list, we must submit to both tariff and in- 

Tam now willing to increase these offices, enlarge this ma- 

inery, add to its powers, and change its nature by making it in the 

of the country a machinery that can be employed to help one 
the race with another. That is the simple problem pre- 
to-day by the pending bili. It is covered with the abuse 
oleomargarine; it is clothed with praises of the dairymen; it is en- 
wrapped in rhetorical figures about the farmers; it is made plausible 
y to prejudice and passion; but stripped of all these, it is 
simply we shall go in this road, that we shall undertake this new 
to ube the process and poweis of taxation to build up one in- 

dustry at the expense of another. 

Itseems to me, Mr. Chairman, that this is the most important question 
that has been presented to this Congress during the few months that I 
have had the honor to occupy a seat here, far more important than the 
dairy industry, far more important than the oleomargarine industry, 

it to the very foundation of our authority and calls in play 

w of the taxing power of the Government. It brings 

hether we attempt to disguise it to ourselves or not, 
when we come face to face with our own consciences, to the consider- 

ation of the question of all questions which the representatives of a 

free people can discuss or legislate upon—it brings us to a decision as 
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obtain revenue—money. 
From the people, of course. 
enue, more money from the people ? 
ury is full; that it has in it now a surplus gathered in from taxation. 
What interest, then, what right, have we to tax the people, or any of 
them, farther? 
and by taxing that give relief to subjects already taxed by lessening 
the burdens attaching to them there might be some excuse for this bill. 
But that is not the object. 
for this, in my opinion, bad proposition propose to reduce taxes upon 
anything or at all. 
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to our right and the ground upon which it rests to wring from any 
man his money, earned by his sweat, under the taxing powers of the 
Government. 
last reached its bottom, taxation means the involuntary enforced pay- 
ment by somebody of a dollar of his own money for the benefit of the 
Government or by the exaction of the Government for some one else. 
With my views the constant limitation that ought to be put upon this 
dangerous but necessary power is that it shall be used solely for the 
benefit of the Government. 


Disguise it in any manner you please, when it has at 


Never by my consent shail the sovereign power of the nation be used 


to tax one man for the direct benefit of another [applause }, contiscat- 
ing out of one man’s pocket, under the name of taxation, a dollar of 
sweat for another man, I care not whether he be a dairyman in the 


beautiful blue-grass region I love and represent or whether he be any 
other man ergaged in any other industry inthiscountry. A fi 
dollar in his own pocket is » sacred dollar from the hands of the Goy- 
ernment. 


hans 


[Loud applan<e. ] 
I withdraw the pro forn.~ ‘.nendment. 
Mr. CABELL. Mr. Chairman, I represent a district the people of 


which are mainly devoted to agricultural pursuits, and I deny that this 
bill imposing a tax upon oleomargarine is in the interest of the agri- 
cultural masses of this country. 
gentlemen who hold viewsin opposition tomy own, I must be allowed 
to say they make a mistake when they endeavor to palm this bill off 
upon the farmers of the country as one for their benefit and in their 
interest. 


While I respect the opinions of those 


The farmers of this country are a quiet, unobtrusive, and patriotic 


class, and while they do not interfere in politics to the same extent as 
others, yet they are generally as well informed and as intelligent as any 
other portion of the community; are quick to see when their rights are 
invaded, and will not be duped into the advocacy or toleration of a 
measure pretendedly for their benefit but really for their injury and 
the injury of all those who abhor monopolies and deprecate unnecessary 
taxation. 


For what purpose is this bill offered? Some of its advocates say to 
From whom is this money to be drawn? 

For what purpose do you want more rev- 
It is understood that the Treas- 


If the object was to find some other subject of taxation 
None of thegentlemen contending so stoutly 


While some then are looking for revenue, others as earnestly protest 
that they would tax oleomargarine because it is a deleterious com- 
pound, offensive to the tastes and injurious to the health of the people. 
Let us see. Gentlemen have cited here the testimony of some of the 
best chemists and physicians of the country to the effect that oleomar- 
garine is neither offensive to the taste or smell, nor yet injurious to 
health. It is shown that its manufacture is a large and growing in- 
dustry; that a great deal of the product is exported to foreign coun- 
tries, and much of it sold to poor people and laborers, who choose to 
buy it because of its cheapness and because they like it. Are you ge- 
ing to take away the “‘ poor man’s butter’’ without his consent? 

Injurious to health! Who says so? The great dairymen of the 
North and West, who are interested to build up monopolies in the but- 
ter and cream business; who are interested in enhancing the price of 
their own commodities at the expense of others; who desire to crush 
out a rival industry to the end that theirs may thrive; who desire to 
bring the whole butter interests of the country in subjection to them; 
who, in short, desire that the Government shall ‘‘ hold while they 
skin’’ the forced consumers of what they are pleased to term ‘ honest 
butter.’’ Of course nobody ever has good butter except these saintly 
dairymen ! 

You can not hoodwink the people in any such way. The people of 
this country can well comprehend when a product is presented to them 
whether it is offensive or whether it is injurious to them or not. Do 
gentlemen upon this floor really believe that the farmers and laboring 
men of this country have not the intelligence to know their own minds 
and their interests when a bad commodity is offered to them either for 
food or as an article of merchandise? Are you going to say to those 
people that they’are so wanting in prudence and intelligence that Con- 
gress must interpose to save them from bad purchases, to protect them 
against themselves? Shall Congress step in as a kind of guardian ad 
litem to every ‘‘case of bad butter?’’ Mind you, gentlemen, or you 
will vex the patience of these same people a little too far. 

‘* Protection ’’ no doubt is meant by this bill, but it is that protection 
which extremists desire who would build themselves up upon thedown- 
fall of their neighbors. Protection may sometimes be right, but it is of 
that character which incidentally results from the proper and legitimate 
taxation of a subject; but protection is never right when exercised in 
behalf of one interest for the purpose of destroying another. 

Mr. Chairman, I fear that some of our friends are “‘slightly mixed’’ 








A980 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


May 26, 





upon this question, while others evade the true issue. My friend from 
Mississippi [Mr. MoRGAN] favored this bill yesterday because it would 
bring inrevenue. He no doubt was honest in what he said; but what, 
I repeat, do we want with more revenue? If that gentleman or any 
other had coupled with thedemand for a tax on oleomargarinea propo- 
sition to abolish or even reduce the tax on tobacco or distilled spirits, 
I might have understood it; but no such proposition was made. 

The proposition is to tax oleomargarine 10 cents per pound. It sells, 
it is said, at from 11 to 12 cents per pound. Will not the tax, then, 
drive the product and the industry out of existence? And is not that, 
gentlemen, the precise end in view? If it is, what right has Congress 
to use the taxing powers of the Government in any such way? If oleo- 


margarine will bring only 12 cents in the market and we tax it 10, of 


course it goes, and one of the great industries of the country is wiped 
out. 

I do not like oleomargarine. My people neither make it nor use it; 
they are too intelligent to be fooled with it, if it is as some gentlemen 
say. They make good butter and sell it for good prices, and always 
find a ready market for it; for a good article will always command a 
good price, and needs no other protection than its own good qualities. 

I appeal at least to my brother Democrats to be careful in what is 
being attempted here. It is a great wrong to tax any industry when 
the revenue from it is not needed, and a much greater wrong to tax 
it out of existence to foster some other enterprise perhaps no more 
worthy. If it is permissible to tax oleomargarine out of existence to- 
day, by the same rule some other great industry may be destroyed to- 
morrow. If onesection of the country should wish to makea ‘‘corner’’ 
on beef to-day they might so instruct their representatives and drive 
out pork to-morrow and vice versa. So might these same Northern and 
Western monopolists raise a cry against Southern butter and cheese 
and even tobacco interests and compass their destruction through the 
taxing powers of the Government. In fact if you inaugurate the sys- 
tem and establish the principle that the Government through its tax- 
ing powers can and will destroy any industry whether good or bad, 
whenever monopoly rests its balefal eyes upon it and so demands, the 
rights of the people are gone. ‘‘ Might makes right,’’ and tyranny 
takes the place of liberty and justice. 

Again, Mr. Chairman, if oleomargarine is such a hurtful product as 
that its manufacture and use should be restricted or destroyed, I con- 
tend that that is a matter which belongs to the States. When did it 
become the business of Congress to pass ‘“‘sumptuary laws?’’ When 
before was it ever deemed the duty of Congress to say to the people of 
the several States ‘‘what they shall eat, or what they shall drink, or 
wherewithal they shall be clothed?’’ For, mark you, this is not a 
proposition merely to levy a reasonable tax, but a —— to tax a 
subject out of existence. Someof the States have dealt with this ques- 
tion. Some have directed that when oleomargarine is sold it shall be 
so marked, and other States will pass laws of the same character when 
necessary. 

But I repeat, Mr. Chairman, that this bill has a deeper significance 
than the mere taxing of oleomargarine. With all courtesy I say it, this 
bill is intended to build up and foster the great butter and butterine 
monopolies in the North and West. Not only this, but it contains that 
which may be wrought into a cunningly devised scheme to augment, to 
build up, and to perpetuate that wretched internal-revenue system which 
fer years has afflicted thiscountry. For this, if for nothing else, would 
I oppose this measure. This bill if passed will become part and parcel 
of the internal-revenue system; under its provisions we will have a new 
army of officials. Inspectors, collectors, microscropists, &c., are con- 
templated by this bill, and then there will be that unsavory horde of 
spies and informers who will haunt the domain of the housewife and 
dog the footsteps of the citizen as he pursues his daily business. The 
law itself being prohibitory in its character, the 10 cents per pound 
having crushed out the industry, this crowd of officials and their para- 
sites must be paid by the Government from taxes wrung from some 
other subject. 

This is no fancy sketch. It is perfectly plain that if oleomargarine 
is taxed 10 cents no margin for profit will be left, consequently the busi- 
ness will go to nothing or be quite small; yet the corps of officials pro- 
vided by this law, and which will be provided for by some other law or 
regulation, will stand forth and ‘‘bedevil’’ the people like “little 
men,’’ and draw their pay all the same, like “‘little patriots.’’ Isour 
country so happily off that we can afford to increase taxes to raise 
money to pay a new set of officials, or to build up and enlarge a system 
which for years has been a burden and a scourge to the land? 

If, Mr. Chairman, this House has determined, as I believe it has, not- 
withstanding its many objectionable features, to pass this bill, then 
allow me to commend to its consideration the propriety of a’ 
the tax upon tobacco and that pee its distilled from fruits. It 
ean be done upon this bill, and if an could make this bill toler- 
able that would do it. My colleague [Mr. DANIEL] has indicated his 
purpose to offer such amendments as I have suggested, and will do so 
at the proper time. Why should not the taxes upon tobacco and spirits 
distilled from fruits be abolished? Both su yield only some 
$27,000,000. Considering the condition of the » We can read- 








ily spare that amount. You know that you do not mean to remit apy, 
tariff taxes this year, and here perhaps is the only chance you wil! }\a\. 
to do something for the people. As long as a surplus remains jn {},,. 
Treasury, 80 long will Congress run into extravagance, and jobbers anq 
monopolists try to control it. Here is the place now to get rid of part 
of the ‘‘surplus’’ and free Congress from a wasteful policy. Would we 
not be doing better to decrease rather than increase taxes? No tay p< 
are more onerous or distasteful to the people than internal-rey ey), 
taxes. 

The tax upon tobacco is unjust because it isa discriminating tay 
It taxes the products of one or two sections of this country only, w))j), 
the products of other sections go untaxed. Some say it should he tayeg 
as a luxury; others, because it is a noxious plant and hurtful to those 
who use it. As to the latter objection, I shall say nothing; the wise 
men, the doctors, and the fanatics may settle that. Im‘one sense to- 
bacco is a ‘‘luxury,’’ but it is a “‘ necessity ’’ to those who by cliniate 
soil, and country are obliged to raise and manufacture it. If it is 
Juxury it is still an agricultural product and the poor man’s luxury. 
Why not let him use it without tax? Do you tax the luxuries of tie 
rich in any such way? Not at all. 

Silks, satins, diamonds, watches, broadcloth, “purple and fine linen,” 
are not taxed in any such proportion as tobacco. Besides such com- 
modities are generally taxed because they are of foreign make and im- 
ported- from foreign countries. Does Congress mean to tax American 
citizens and domestic products to a greater extent than foreigners and 
foreign goods? Is that the way to protect your own people against the 
‘*pauper labor of Europe,’’ and to encourage home industry? Tax for- 
eigners and foreign goods from 20 to 75 per cent., but your own people 
forsooth from 100 to 200 per cent. This is ** protection ’’ with a venge- 
ance. Butwhatsurprises me most is thata good many of our so-called 
“* free-traders’’ seem to have forgotten the doctrines of their fathers 
and have fallen in love with the excise system, which in ‘‘ warp, woof, 
and filling’’ was abhorrent to the founders of this Republic. 

But to return to tobacco. It is said by some that the ‘‘ consumer ”’ 
pays the tax, the producer is not hurt. There is a difference in the 
nature of things between the ‘‘consumers’’ of foreign yyoods and the 
*‘consumers’’ of domestic products; anybody cansee that. But let us 
see. Who are the consumers of tobacco? True, we export a geod deal, 
but who consumes the greater part? Ourown people. Thousands and 
thousands of the growers and workers in tobacco use ‘‘the weed,’’ and 
unlike any other people are heavily taxed upon the results of their own 
labor. Again, how much greater would be the area of trade, how much 
greater the consumption, and consequently how much greater the price 
to the producer and the stimulus to production, but for this tax ? More- 
over the tax upon tobacco is in the interests of monopoly and monop- 
olists. Men of large means can engage in the manufacture of tobacco. 
Men of smali means by reason of the tax can not do so. What the pro- 
ducer wants is a free, large, competitive market. He can not get it 
while the tax keeps men of moderate and small means out of the 
trade. 

It is absurdly claimed by some that tobacco was higher soon after the 
late war with a high tax upon it than it has ever been since. Nomi- 
nally thatistrue. In fact,itisnottrue. Then everything was higher— 
pork, beef, sugar, coffee, salt, iron, &c. The currency was not settled — 
there was a vast difference between gold and greenbacks. Then you 
never saw gold. Everything was bought and sold in a depreciated cur- 
rency. As to tobacco, by reason of the war there was but a small 
amount of iton hand. The supply was nothing like equal to the de- 
mand. In spite of the tax, therefore, it bore a high price. But when 
specie resumption came, what was the result? Everything came down 
to ‘‘hard pan.”?” E ing shrank in value and extent save the tax. 
Tobacco, consequently, fell in price toalmost nothing; the greater part 
of it sold far below the cost of production; the trade languished, and 
the planters of the tobacco regions were almost in despair. 

It was then that a few men in Congress—I am glad your humble 
speaker was one of them—commenced efforts to have the tax reduce, 
and after many defeats and much labor procured a reduction, on tle 
26th day of February, 1879, from 24 to 16 cents. As soon as the re- 
duced rate took effect leaf-tobacco rose in the market from $2.5! to 
$3 per hundred pounds, and the trade in all kinds and grades of to- 
bacco greatly revived. The tax being still oppressive we again, i0 
March, 1883, procured a further reduction from 16 to 8 cents, and, 0s 
before, the price of tobacco increased to the farmer from $2.75 to ¢5 
per hundred pounds. - 
To verify these statements I refer to the trade statistics from the city 
e, Va., the center of the finest tobacco- ing section of 
this country; other markets I may say showed asi state of things. 
In 1878, when the tax was 24 cents per pound on tobacco, there were 
sold the Danville market 27,698,828 pounds of tobacco for the 
sum of $2,439,959.22, or an average of $8.80 per hundred pounds. n 
1879, with tax at 16 cents, there were sold 26,827,922 pounds for $3,225, - 
689.51, or an average of $12.01 per hundred. us you see that sales 
of 1879, less in pounds 870,906 than those of 1878, brought to the farmers 
$783,730.29 more money, with a greater average by $3.21 under the 
reduced tax. In 1882 tobacco again reduced in price. In 1883 the tax, 








1886. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


ADSL 





as I have said, was reduced from 16 to 8 cents. Take again the sales 
in the Danville market: 





| } | Aver- 
. é 
Year. Tax. | Pounds, Value age. 
———— es 
| 
sell SP ecelanemi sesenesersnereeuene] $016 | 25,572,596 [$2,500,338 89 | $0 St 
SUE eaten et ntcctaaanpncsncesoscenemen | 8 | 85,509,112 | 4,776,456 45 | 13 45 








Here we have a greater average by $3.64 per hundred under the oper- 
ations of the reduced tax. Prices kept up in about this proportion 
for the years 1884~’85—the average price for 1885 being $13.54, but 
this year, by reason of financial and other troubles, the prices have 
ruled much lower. I should have said that in March, 1875, when the 
tobacco tax was increased from 20 to 24 cents, tobacco declined $4 per 
hundred. And I here assert that the history of this tax will show 
that whenever the tax was increased the price of tobacco declined, and 
whenever the tax was lowered the price to the farmer was increased. 
It is true that in one sense the consumer pays this tax, but for reasons 
which I have given he is not by any means the chief sufferer. 

The producer has in the main to bear the burdens of this taxation 
upon tobacco, for, as I have often said, when the Government taxes the 
manufacturer he throws it back by way of areduced price for his prod- 
uct upon the farmer—the farmer from necessity, if he has employ(s 
under him, throws it back upon them so far as he can by way of reduced 
price for their labor, and the laborers, having nobody{nor anything be- 
hind them except old mother Earth upon whom they can throw off, of 
necessity bear the chief burdens. And soit is thatthe poorerand more 
helpless the producers the more of this abominable tax do they pay. 

I have said that the tobacco trade has been greatly depressed this 
year and prices have ruled low. Exactly what caused this is a hard 
question toanswer. Some of our ‘‘ Republican brethren’’ have charged 
the present depression and ‘‘ hard times’’ to the incoming of a Demo- 
cratic administration and the consequent change of policy. Sensible 
men, however, will hardly accept thisasareason. The change of policy 
has not, I am sorry to say, been as rapid or as marked, in my opinion, 
asitshould have been; but we might well. reply that the ‘‘ hard times’”’ 
prove but the sequel or culmination of the bad Republican policy which 
has been marching us on to ruin for several years. 

In so far as the farmers are concerned they might well take some 
comfort in the recollection of the two or three fearful droughts which 
fell upon the country in the last years of Republican rule, the effects 
of which unfortunately extended over into the days of Democracy. In 
fact, some shrewd and knowing persons have already suggested that if 
the Republicans had been kept in power a few years longer we would 
all have been starved out. Theobservation looks reasonable, for sure 
it is under Republican rule we Democrats had a very ‘‘ drouthy time.’’ 

Many reasons are given for the ‘‘ hard times ”’ now upon the country, 
chief among them the ‘labor strikes’’ and consequent agitation and 
troubles in the North and Northwest. Whether these things are true, 
or if trie were justifiable or not, I will not discuss. The fact is they 
were long ago inaugurated and have continued for months. Hundreds 
of thousands of men have been, and are now, out of employment, earn- 
ing no wages and contributing nothing to the business, trade, or com- 
merce of the country. From active, worthy, industrious, energetic pro- 
ducers they and their dependents, running into the millions, have been 
for months consumers. Their means as also their desire to purchase 
has been greatly curtailed, and not only the tobacco but every other in- 
terest has felt the fearful effects of the stoppage of labor, travel, traftic, 
and commerce, in the great iron mines, machine-shops, manufactories, 
and over the great railways of the country. If these troubles can be 
happily settled prosperity will no doubt speedily return, and{men will 
wonder why such things ever occur in a country where justice and 
conciliation ought to control in every department. 

But the great trouble with the tobacco trade is the enormity of the 
tax. Take that off, free our people from the oppressiveness of that bur- 
den, give to the farmers who live in the tobacco regions an “equal 
chance in the race of life’’ with other agriculturists of the country, and 
you will have done, gentlemen of Congress, a deed worthy of all com- 
mendation 


Mr. Chairman, I wish now to call attention to another amendment, 
which it is understood will be offered to this bill by my colleague [ Mr. 
DANIEL], an amendment to abolish the tax upon spirits distilled trom 
fruits, We do not now ask to abolish the whisky tax; we know that 
we can not accomplish that—monopoly is too strong for that—but we 
believe that the time has come to abolish the tax upon fruit spirits, 

ask that itbe done. The Government gets only about $1,250, - 

ually the brandy tax. 
is the most onerous, offensive, unnecessary, and cruel tax em- 
in this bad excise system. It is the tax upon the home prod- 
and almost the only product of thousands of the mountain people 
Living remote from railways, these people can not protit- 
fruitto market; consequently thousands of bushels 
pears, &c., go to waste yearly before the 
because they have not the means to pay the tax, or 
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fear to endeavor a compliance with the onerous, complex, and rigid ex- 
actions of the internal-revenue system. The collection of this small 
brandy tax costs the Government more, is the fruitful cause of more an- 
noyance and trouble, and results in more wrong and outrage to these 
**dwellers among the mountains’’ than all the laws upon our statute- 
books combined. 

No one, I suppose, will oppose the abolition of this particular tax ex- 
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cept some one who believes that the whisky interest will be affected 
thereby; in other words, that the abolition of the brandy tax will pro- 
mote fraud in regard to tlie eollection of the tax on whisky. We have 
thought of all that. The amendment to be offered, while it provides 
for the abolition of the brandy tax also provides that spirits shall not 
be made partly from grain and partly from fruits without payment of 
the full tax required upon spirits distilled from grain, and that all 
offending persons shall be properly punished. This provision will 
amply guard against any violation of the law or frauds in this respect 
upon the whisky tax. There is no reason why this amendment should 
not be adopted, and the brandy tax abolished. Our proposition is 
fraught with good to the people, and an act of long-delayed justice 
which the Government can well afford to extend. 

We ask these things in good faith. Grant us relief, at least, from the 
taxes upon tobacco and brandy. In fact, this Congress should abolish 
the whole internal-revenue system, should cut it up root and branch. 
It was placed upon the country in time of war by the Republican party; 
it has been kept up, fostered, and maintained by that party for all these 
years, aided latterly, I am sorry to say, by a few Democrats. Let the 
good work be done this very session of Congress. Take away from 
among us the revenue agent, the gauger, the gouger, the spy, and the 
informer. Letthe people feel as freemen once more. Do these things, 
as suggested, and to crown it all give to the country an educational bill 
with sufficient appropriations to help onward and fit for the higher du- 
ties of citizenship all the youth of this favored land. 

Mr. GROUT. I understood the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
BRECKINRIDGE], when first upon the floor this morning, to have ques- 
tioned the correctness of my statement on yesterday that Congress was 
already committed to the principle of protecting the industrial prod- 
ucts of the country from fraudulent imitations. I made that statement 
in substance, and cited in support of it section 3328 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, which I did not then have time to read. 
The gentleman from Arkansas incorporated into his remarks so much 
of that section as suited the purpose of his argument this morning. I 
desire now to read the whole of it. It is as follows: 

Sec. 3328. Onall wines, liquors, or compounds known or denominated as wine, 
and made in imitation of sparkling wine or champagne, but not made from grapes 
grown in the United States, and on all liquors, not made from grapes, currants, 
rhubarb, or berries grown in the United States, but produced by being rectified 
or mixed with distilled spirits or by the infusion of any matter in spirits, to be 
sold as wine, or as a substitute for wine, there shall be levied and collected a 
tax of 10 cents per bottle or package containing not more than 1 pint, or of 20 
cents per bottle or package containing more than 1 pint and not more than lL 
quart, and at the same rate for any larger quantity of such merchandise, how- 
ever the same may be put up, or whatever may be the package. The Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue shall cause to be prepared suitable and special stamps 
denoting the tax herein imposed, to be affixed to each bottle or package con- 
taining such merchandise, by the person manufacturing, compounding, or put- 
ting up the same, before removal from the place of manufacture, compounding, 
or putting up; and said stamps shall beaffixed and canceled in such manner as 
the Commissioner may prescribe; and the absence of such stamp from any bot- 
tle or package containing such merchandise shall be prima facie evidence that 
the tax thereon has not been paid, and such merchandise shall be forfeited to 
the United States. Any person counterfeiting, altering, or reusing said stamps 


shall be subject to the same penalties as are imposed for the same offenses in re- 
lation to proprietary stamps. 


Now, sir, if a tax of 10 cents per pint on imitation wines is not for the 
purpose of protecting and encouraging the production of genuine wines, 
for one I am unable to understand what it is for. The inventive gentle- 
man from Arkansas says that this tax is for the protection of the revenue 
which the Government derives from the import duty on foreign wines. 
That duty is, I believe, 50 cents per quart on champagne or sparkling 
wine and 25 cents per quart on all still wines. Every one knows that 
this duty is for the protection of the wine industry of this country, 
that upon the American wine product there is no internal-revenue tax 
as upon whisky, but that the Government encourages this industry by 
a high protective tariff. 

Now, suppose that the assertion of the gentleman from Arkansas be 
true—which let it be understood is only supposed—namely, that this tax 
of 10 cents per pint on imitation wines is really for the purpose of more 
certainly collecting the duty on foreign wines, would it not still op- 
erate for the protection of genuine American wines, inasmuch as that 
import duty is for the protection of those wines? 

It seems like a solecism in argument to claim otherwise. The fact 
remains, however, upon the very face of the statute itself that this tax. 
is for the protection of American wine products against fraudulent 
American imitations; and no amount of sophistry can break the force 
of the argument for what it may be worth that section 3328 is a prec- 
edent for the bill before us. 

But there is upon foreign butter as well as upon foreign wines an im- 
port duty, and if an excise tax of 10 cents per pint upon imitation 
wines helps the Government collect the tariff duty on imported wines, 
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we will let the gentleman have his argument and give him this 10-cent 
tax on imitation butter to help in the collection of the duty on im- 
ported butter. 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. DORSEY. Mr. Chairman, I do not expect to be able to advance 
a new idea or to suggest to the committee any reason not heretofore 
urged in favor of the measure now under consideration, but I feel that 
in the passage of this bill we of the West are greatly in 

For the past few years our farmers have devoted themselves ‘to the 
task of building up the dairy interests, and to-day find that by the un- 
lawful competition of the manufacturers of oleomargarine the industry 
is prostrated, and unless relief is given will be entirely. destroyed. 
During the past three years the product of our dairies and creameries 
has fallen off fully one-third. Yearly thousands of cows are sent to 
the butcher’s block, the farmers finding it unprofitable to keep them, 
those cows being worth until the introduction of oleo: ine an ay- 
erage of $40 per head; to-day they will notsell for $30 per head. Any 
one can estimate the loss the farmers have sustained from this depreci- 
ation alone. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, who do we find opposing this bill? Every man 
who is interested in selling to the manufacturers of oleomargarine cot- 
ton-seed oil, the offal from pork-packing establishments, and those in- 
terested in handling and manufacturing the unlawful product. We 
have before us petitions, instigated by the parties interested, asking 
that this measure be defeated. On the other hand, five millions of 
farmers in this country favor this legislation. And to whom shall we 
give hearing—to the men who admit that they are engaged in the man- 
ufacture and sale of an article that is known to be deleterious, com- 
posed of ingredients that are poisonous and unfit to be used for food, 
or to the farmers of this country who are engaged in making and selling 
an article whose worth is now and has been recognized from time im- 
memorial? 

The iseue is a verysimple one. Shall the manufacturer of oleomar- 
garine and butterine be encouraged and the farming interests further 
injured, if not entirely destroyed, or shall we encourage and protect 
those who are engaged in a legitimate business and are making an arti- 
cle that is pure and wholesome and that can be used without the fear 
that we are consuming that which is detrimental to health and fruit- 
ful of disease, 

Mr. Chairman, twenty-two States of this Union have passed laws 
eit her restricting or prohibiting the manufacture and sale of oleomar- 

garine, and the people of this country rightfully claim that such laws 
are being evaded and can not be enforced. They ask this Congress to 
give them relief. They know their demands are fair and just. This 
measure is constitutional; it is practicable, and this House should pass 
this bill. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I desire to offer a substantial amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, and Mr. REAGAN addressed the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
been recognized 

Mr. BROWN E, of Indiana. I desire to propose an eapenneaas to 
the amendment, to strike out ‘‘$100”’ and insert ** $200 

Mr. VAN EATON. I desire to offer an ne 

Mr. FINDLAY. I rise to offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will the formal amendment 
as withdrawn, and the Clerk will report the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Indiana. 

The Clerk read the amendment to the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Browne, of Indiana. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I would like to know whether a substantial amend- 
ment is not now in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. There are two substantial amendments now 
pending. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Can another be offered? 

The CHAIRMAN. That would not be in order at this stage. The 
gentleman from Indiana is recognized to speak to his amendment. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I do not desire to weary the committee 
by much talking; but I make a or two in this connection 
that seem to be demanded by the course of this debate. The gentle- 
man from Vermont [Mr. Grout] quotes a statute by which a tax is 
imposed upon adulterated wines for the benefit of the public revenue, 
and attempts to show the identity of the principle involved there and 
the principle embodied in this bill. I submit there is nosuch identity. 
Here you a impose a tax simply upon an imitaion, or 
on an adulte an impure article. You propose to impose a 
tax upon what is admittedly pure and healthy. 

Mr. GROUT. Who'admits that? 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I have heard the distinguished gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Hiscock] read to-day an extract from the 
opinion of a chemist in which he says he had discovered by the micro- 
scope a great many ugly things in oleomargarine. I undertake to say 
that I could read page after page from the testimony of the most accom- 


The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BkowN®r] has 


plished chemists in the land to the effect that they have submiti.g 
oleomargarine to chemical analysis and microscopic tests, and ha, 
found it pure and healthful, and they recommend its use. 

Now, if it be true that this product is filthy and unhealthy and © 
000,000 of pounds are sold every year, I would like to know where 0); 
margarine buried its dead? -I would like that gentlemen woy), 
bring me an exhibit of some tombstone on which it is solemnly ;; 
scribed, ‘‘ Died from oleomargarine.’”’ [Laughter. ] 

I wish gentlemen would give an authentic case. I am talking 
Imean. I wish some gentleman would give us an authentic case ¢; 
man being even made sick by the use of oleomargarine. Histo: 
my knowledge, has recorded nosuch case. I do not say that th 
not impure specimens of this article on the market, but when gen; 
men stand here and attempt to shock the country by these fright: 
stories, when they draw upon their imagination for facts, and draw jy 
Shakspeare and witches and ghosts and everybody else for the | 
of getting up something to frighten the timid, I appeal to the 1: 
mony on the other side, and I say that it is abundantly shown and »»: 
denied that oleomargarine may be pure, clean, and healthful, an 
now only controverting the propriety of taxing this pure and heal: 
product out of existence. 

Another point. The strangest logic that I have ever heard— 
commends itself to my admiration because of its novelty—is that 
ought to impose this high tax upon this commodity because it can s! 
it. Gentlemen say that oleomargarine sells for 20, 25, or 40 « 
pound that costs but 7 or 8 cents, and therefore it can bear this tax 
10 cents a pound and the extra license tax also and still be sold at 
profit. But, gentlemen, you forget one thing. You have asserted a) 
the time that this article has been sold at these high prices because 11 
has been imposed upon the people as genuine butter. Strip it of +! 
disguise, but do so by taxing it only so much as is necessary fo efiect 
that object. Then when itis put upon the market for what it i 
will sell not at butter prices but at oleomargarine prices. Then t! 
poor men who want to buy it—and thousands do—can obtain it at the 
cost of production with a reasonable profitadded. Let me puta qu 
tion to you, though I know it will have no effect. 

It was once said by a distinguished commoner that he had heard 
many arguments in the Parliament that had convinced his judgmen‘ 
but none that had ever influenced his vote. [Laughter.] But let me 
put this question to you: If any part of this product is being honest!y 
manufactured and honestly put into the market, if any part of it 
sold to men who are not being deceived by it, has not the American 
citizen the right to produce that article, the right to sell it, and the 
right to buy it? I want you to answer that question. Now, if you 
are in earnest about this matter—and I do not question your honesty — 
if you are in earnest, then you will simply fix the tax at such a rate as 
will compel the sale of oleomargarine for what it is. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FINDLAY. I would like to offer a substitute for the pending 
amendment, which I ask the Clerk to read. 

“The Clerk read as follows: 


At the end of line 32 insert the Shontaat 
t no manufacturer of,or wholesale Genie te oleomarga’ 

pahewk, Oe. ot eee Se same to any point included i n Her Majesty's Ea; 

ndian habited by the er or fire-worshipers, or other pa t 
it the world where this sect may reside: And provided further, That the )» 
een of oe kero pee se inamufacture and ~~ “ aaenee, 1s 

as under such regulations as the retary of the Interior ma; 
ee 


[ Laughter. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I will claim my time when the Committee of th 
Whole resumes its session. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the Chair, the amendment of 
the gentleman from Maryland [ Mr. FINDLAY] is not in order. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. HatcH that theo» 
salts aie Wh wie daoned tie theee yes 101, noes 4. 

The committee ly rose; and the Speaker having resumed t!ic 
chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole Hov 
on the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (11. 
8328) defining butter; also imposing a tax upon and regulating t! 
manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine, an: 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


from the Senate, by Mr. McCook, its Secretary, announc«'! 
passed, with amendmen in which the coneurre> 


ting a pension to Ann E. Thine, 
granting a pension to Josephine De Cos‘. 


7165) to increase the pension of Manhattan Pickett. 
See that the Senate had passed without 
amendment bills of the : 
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A bill (H. R. 908) granting a pension to Margaret E. Cochran; 
A bill (H. R. 1100) granting a pension to Jane W. Devereux; 
A bill (H. R. 1279 —— @ pension to Darius M. Seaman; 
A bill or R. 1548 the relief of Ellen Crymble; 
A bill (H. R. ron for the relief of Evaline A. White; 
A bill (H. R. 1651) for the relief of Rosina Heineman; 
A bill (H. R. 1707) granting a pension to Elijah P. Hensley; 
A bill (H. R. 1841) granting a pension to George W. Stout; 
A bill (H. R. 1889) granting a pension to Isaac Carleton; 
A bill (H. R. ond granting a pension to John Hunter; 
A bill (H. R. 2803) granting a pension to John H. Snyder: 
A bill (H. R. 3135) granting an increase of pension to Charles Sebring; 
A bill (H. R. 3144) granting a pension to Isaiah H. Mitchell; 
A bill (H. R. 3198) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Hastings; 
A bill (H. R. 3624) granting a pension to Fred. J. Leese; 
A bill (H. R. coat} for the relief of John Taylor; 
A bill (H. R. 3941) granting a pension to Mary M. Galleyan; 
A bill (H. R. 3972) granting a pension to Sanford C. Willhoite; 
A bill (H. R. 4002) granting a pension to Carter W. Tiller; 
A bill (H. R. 4058) for the relief of Joel D. Monroe; 
Patrick J. Smith; 


A bill (H. R. 4229) granting a pension to Charlotte Algier, widow of 


Samuel Algier; 
A bill (H. R. 4539) granting a pension to Ann Little; 
A bill (H. R. 4699) granting a pension to Martin Jacoby; 
A bill (H. R. 4723) granting a pension to Joseph E. Van Horn; 
A bill (H. R. 5328) granting a pension to Noah Hoffman; 


A bill (H. R. 5329) granting a pension to William Antes; 

A bill (H. R. 5331) granting a pension to Emma M. Shiner; 

A bill (H. R. Ba8e} granting a pension to Elizabeth Crowley; 

A bill a R. 5335) granting a pension to Philip Deremer; 

A bill (H. R. 5336) granting a pension to Benjamin 8S. W: olv erton; 
A bill (H. R. 5702) granting a pension to Jenet L. Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. 5729) granting a pension to Elizabeth Warner; 

A bill (H. R.5899) to place the name of Robert Beard on the pension- 


A bill (H. R. 5997) granting a pension to Elizabeth Luce; 

A bill (H. R. 6092) granting a pension to Parmelia Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 6136) granting an increase of pension to John W. Farris; 
A bill (H. R. 6389) granting a pension to Francis M. Moore; 

A bill (H. R. 6725 , erin & pension to William M. Swartz; 

A bill (H. R. 6897 granting apension to Henry Hipple, jr.; 

A bill (H. R. 7168 the relief of Mrs. Sallie Ancrum; 

A bill (H. R. 7330) granting a pension to Josie H. Babb; 

A bill tr R. 7468) granting a pension to Lemuel Adams; and 

A bill (H. R. 8085) granting a pension to Amos C. Weeden. 

The also announced that the Senate had passed bills of the 


following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 


A bill (S. ssa) amending sections 4756 and 4757 of the Revised Stat- 
utes, relatin Se tlecies Gorse to certain disabled persons who have served 
in the Navy 

A bill S 722) for Sana ‘of pension to Mrs. Ellen M. Boggs; 

A bill (S Sea} granting a pension to William C. Wait; 

A bill (8. 1201) granting a pension to Louise Armbrecht; 

A bill (S. 1207) granting a pension to Caroline Sees; 

A bill (S. 1997) granting a pension to Mrs. Abbie B. Heath; 

A be S. 2030) granting a pension to Miss Margaret Stafford North; 

A bill (S. 2045) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah Hamilton; 

A bill a(S 2144) granting an increase of pension to Grace F. Edes; 

A bill (8. 2215 ting a — to Martha J. Todd, widow of Dr. 
Kt. N. Tedd, late of Indianapolis, Ind.‘ 

A bill (S. 2232) granting a pension to Mary Martin; 

A bill (8. eer} granting a pension to Col. James i. Blood; 

A bill (S. 2267) granting an increase of pension to Laurinda G. Cum- 
mings; 

A bill te 2396) granting a pension to William Dickens; 

= §. 2336) granting an increase of pension to Thomas Benson; 
an 


A bill (S. 2349) granting a pension to Catharine Lanigan. 
The SPEAKER. The hour of 5 o'clock having arrived, the House 
stands adjourned until to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and — were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the and referred as follo 
By Mr. B CHARD: Memorial of of ‘John Grant, of Louisiana, pray- 


ing for the Government to purchase Grand Pass—to the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors. 


By Mr. BUCK: Petition of Birch & Co. and other business men, of 


Conn., in favor of changing the port of entry from Middle- 
“ie Hartford—to the Committee on Commerce. 
United 


bn _ asking for the striking out of section 20 of House bill 


on Ways and Means. 
leans Produce Exchange, protesting 


Also, memorial of the New 
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. R. 4070) for the relief of Mrs. Bridget Smith, mother of 





Mr. ERMENTROUT: Memorial of cordage manufacturers of the | 


A983 
against the action of Congress in discouraging the manufacture of cleo- 
margarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. FUNSTON: Petition to remove 
against John Beatwright, of Company C, United States Colored In- 
fantry—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HEWITT: Petition of Sutton &Co., in favor of tariff refo 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HIRES: Resolutions of Welcome Circle No. 


the charge of desertion 


_— 


3, Camden, N. 


J., praying Congress to pass the bill now pending prohibiting aliens 
from becoming owners of lahd in this country—to the Co mmittee on 
Public Lands. 

By Mr. JAMES; Petition of 55 merchants, hotel-keepers and others 
of Yazoo City, Miss., asking for the enactment of the bill (H. 1621) 
providing against the exaction of license fees from commercial travel- 


ers—to the Committee on Commerce. 
By Mr. LIBBEY: Petition of Daniel O’ Hanlon for a pension. 
Also, petition of the common council of Norfolk, Va., praying fi 
establishment at Norfolk of a yard for the construction of iron s! 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
\lso, petition of parties prominent in railroad ci 
propriation for the org 


wr the 


Lips— 
| 


reles, aski ng an ap- 
ranization of the section of steam a ansportation 


in the United States National Museum—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 
By Mr. LONG: Petition of Davis Copeland and 20 others, for a la 


taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture . 

Also, petition of the New England conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church for protection of the Chinese—to the Committee 
eign Affairs. 

“Also, petition of R. B. Forbes and 102 merchants and others, of Mas- 
sachusetts, for a lightship on Stelwagen’s Bank, off Cape Cod 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. MATSON: Petition of Isaac 
soldiers of Brown County, Indiana, for 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CHARLES O’NEILL: Preamble and resolution of the Pro- 
duce Exchange of Philadelphia against the passage of House bill 8328, 
imposing a tax upon the sale of oleomargarine—ito the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. OSBORNE: Petition of manufacturers of cordage, suggesting 
amendments to House bill 7219, and pointing out hardships therein 
proposed—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PARKER: Petition of citizens of Norfolk, N. Y. 
taxing imitation butter—to the Committee on Agriculture 

By Mr. PEEL: Papers relating to the claim of Charles G. Scott, of 
Pulaski County, Arkansas—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Protest of the Produce Exchange of Phila- 
delphia, against imposing a tax of 10 cents per pound on cleomargirine 
and butterine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. SENEY: Papers of John Newell, favoring the amendm 
to section 5258 of the Revised Statutes—to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

By Mr. STAHLNECKER: Petition of manufacturers of cordage, 
against the second section of House bill 7219—to the Committ 
Ways and Means. 

3y Mr. STORM: Petition of the Produce Exchange of New ¢ yrleans, 
of the Board of Trade of Saint Joseph, Mo., of the Produce Exchange 
of Philadelphia, of the Board of Trade of Atel hison, Kans., against tax- 
ing oleomargarine and butterine—to the Committee on Agriculture 

Also, petition of the Board of Trade of Philadelphia, in favor of the 
amendment to the Post-Office bill appropriating $800,000 for carrying 
foreign mails—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
3y Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR: Papers relating to the claims of Edward 
J. Tucker, of Andrew J. Ballard, and of B. W. Williamson, adminis- 
trator of B. W. Williamson, deceased, of Fayette County; of Joseph H. 
Harris, jr., and of Richard 8. Barrett, administrator of John W. Harris, 
deceased, of Tipton County; of Juliet Campbell, administratrix of estate 
of R. H. Campbell, of Lee County; of Benjamin Colman, of Memphis, 
Tenn. ; of James M. Swearengin, executor, of Tunica County, Mississippi; 
of Thomas H. Williams, administrator. of H.S. Williams, and of Meshock 
Franklin, administrator of John K. Wilburne, of Shelby County; of John 
S. Peets, of Tipton County; of Malon Courts, administrator of Jane M. 
Courts, of Shelby County; of Joseph Tagg, of Memphis, and of John 
| H. Wooley, of La Grange, Tenn. 

By Mr. WHEELER: Petition of J. C. Allen, administrator 
say Allen, deceased, asking that his claim be refe 
Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIS: Petition of John W. 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The following petitions, urging the 


on bor 


to the 


A. Chandler and 65 others, ex- 
additional px 


nsion legislat 


, in favor of 


t 


ee on 


»f Lind- 
rred to the Cc ourt of 
Dickens, for relief—to the 


adoption of the bili placing the 


manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control ot 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, were presented, and severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture: 


By Mr. GROUT: Of W. D. Gilman and 46 others, of Caledonia; of 
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H. W. Rice and 19 others, of Westford; of Henry Blake and 80 others, 
of Hardwick; of Hon. J. C. Oliver and 41 others, of Charleston; of N. 
B. Davis and 34 others, of Glover; of T. L. Dottoff and 59 others, of 
Morgan; of John W. Stearns and 243 others, of Hinesburg; of J. E. 
White and 36 others, of Danby; of W. E. Clark and 38 others, of Poult- 
ney; of C. M. Winslow and 38 others, of Brandon; of H. D. Chamber- 
lain and 38 others, of Jay; of Walter Burke and 69 others, of Crafts- 
bury; of W. G. Marsh and 77 others, of Clarendon; of N. D. W. Doty 
and 26 others, of Hyde Park; of H. 8. Gilbert and 24 others, of Fair- 
field; of M. Brown and 22 others, of Pawlet; of E. V. Reynolds and 
173 others, of Fairfax; of Charles B. Warren and 30 others, of Williston; 
of William Otis and 32 others of Danby; of Capt. F. F. Gleason and 
23 others, of Richmond; of Hon. Smith Wright and 12 others, of Wil- 
liston; of J. B. Finnegan and 24 others, of Fairfield; of H. 8. Conant 
and 44 others, of Richmond; of B. F. Rugg and 24 others, of Saint 
Albans; of J. G. Griggs of Centre Rutland; of C. D. Whitmore and 19 
others, of Brattleborough; of Lindsay Johnson and 62 others, of New- 
bury; of C. R. Rogers and 24 others, of Orange County; of James 
Dickey ard others, of Orange County; of L. Smith and 44 others, of 
Topsham, of B. McElroy and 36 others, of Middlesex; and of H. R. 
Chamberlain and 40 others, of Wells River, Vt. 

By Mr. HAYNES: Of citizens of Wilmington, Vt. 

By Mr. SHAW: Of citizens of Harford County, Maryland. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of a law 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. CARLETON: Of citizens of Saint Clair County, Michigan. 

By Mr. LONG: Of citizens of North Attleborough, Mass. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, May 27, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BuTLER, D. D.. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a memorial of property- 
owners and residents along the line of Thirteenth street, Northwest, 
Washington, D. C., remonstrating against the chartering by Congress 
of any company to lay tracks and run cars along that street; which was 

referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

- He also presented a letter from A. H. Babcock, adjutant of Loraine 
(Ohio) Post No. 448, Grand Army of the Republic, transmitting peti- 
tions of numerous citizens and soldiers of Ohio, praying for the enact- 
ment of a law embodying the recommendations of the national pension 
committee of the Grand Army of the Republic; which, with the accom- 
panying petitions, was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. VEST. I present the petition of a committee of citizens of New 
Mexico, and I ask that it be read. It is not long, and it relates to a 
matter of very great importance to them. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petition will be read, if there 
be no objection. 


The petition was read, and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, as follows: * 

To the Senate of the United States: 

Your memorialists, citizens of the County of Bernalillo and Territory of New 
Mexico, acting in pursuance of resolutions unanimously adopted at a public 
meeting of the people of said county held in the city of Albuquerque on May 
17, 1886, respectfully but earnestl pee veer honorable body to and pass 
during the present session the bill which has the House of ta- 
tives, and omnenty ee the Joseph bill, for the adjustment of private land 
claims in Colorado, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Nearly forty years have el since our Government assumed by the treaty 
of cession of the territory in question the high duty of ascertaining and con- 
firming to private owners of lands all bona fide titles acquired under the 
neglected to this day, Not only is thie meglect of Sotlon & mppenee 
neglected to this day. ot oniy is neg on a 
to national honor, but it is most disastrous to the une ite of our 
ple. A cloud of uncertainty and doubt resting upon vast bodies of lands which 
are withdrawn from the operation of the public-land laws deters in ts 
and preventsalladvancement. Every consideration therefore demands prom pt 
action at the hands of Congress. 

The Senate bill upon this subject, commonly called the Edmunds bill, provides 
for the adjudication of those ms in the courts, while ouse bill creates a 
special commission of three persons and is similar to under which 
the land titles of California were settled. 

In this Territory and in Arizona there are but three district courte which would 
have original jurisdiction under the Senate bill. Thedockets 
already overcrowded with litigation of ordi 
ural outgrowth of our development and si ,and their business is con- 
stantly increasing, so that without an increase in the number of judges itis and 
will be impossible for them to dispose of the business before them. 

If to this accumulation of ordinary business there be added the determina- 
tion of private land claims, we beg earnestly to call to 
itable consequences. Delays and e which will 
tieal denial of justice must and will result not onlyto 
ordinary litigants. And, in addition, the of the courtsis not such 
as to best enable them to sit upon the quest involved, while a 
of men specially selected for the purpose can hold their sessions at such places 


powes en nearest and most convenient to the landsand to the muniments of ;);),, 
volved. ai 
Failure to enact the House bill will, we fear, cause still greater delays ,,..,,, 
this subject, which tous is of vital importance, and we urgently request of \,,, 
to give your sanction to that bill at your present session, so that this ‘[«, 


ritory 
may be relieved from the test obstacle to its prosperity and advanceme,;° 
. — - oy Bee DAIL. eat 

la the City of Alb erque, N. M. 
ee B. 


Pres. Board of 7 
J. J. SHARICK, 5 


City Coun 
A. J. BARR, 
L. 8. TRIMBLE, 
H. L. WARREN, 
G. PITMAN SMITH, 
E. T. STOVER, 
WM. A. WHITEMAN, 
E. D, LUXTON, 
J. FRANCISCO CHAVEZ 
Commiit 

Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial of the Philadelphia Produce 
Exchange and a memorial of the board of directors of the Grain and 
Flour Exchange of Pittsburgh, Pa., remonstrating against the passage 
of the bill proposing to tax oleomargarine and butterine; which were 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. INGALIS presented a petition of citizens of Russell County, 
Kansas, praying that early action may be had upon the pension claim 
of Burris Harper, late a private in Company G, Fifth Missouri Cavalry; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of certain Pottawatomie Indians, praying 
for legislation regarding traderships; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of 8. M. Whitten, of Randolph County, 
Indiana, praying for a revision of certain Senate rules; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of William Talmadge and other 
citizens of Palmer and Wilbraham, Mass., and a petition of Franklin 
Bonney and others, of Hadley, Mass., praying for such legislation as 
will protect the dairy interests against imitations of butter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. EVARTS presented the petition of C. H. Torrey, of New York 
city, praying certain legislation in relation to the case of William Camp- 
bell Phelan, alleged to have been improperly convicted of crime and 
sentenced to the Fitchburg (Mass. ) jail; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present the petition of J. N. Tinsley, of Bufialo, 
Dallas County, Missouri, praying to be allowed compensation for sup- 
plies furnished the United States Army during the late war. I move 
that the petition, with the accompanying papers, affidavits, and evi- 
dence, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LOGAN presented resolutions adopted by the Board of Trad: 
of Elgin, Ill., favoring the passage of the bill taxing the manufacture 
and sale of oleomargarine and butterine; which were referred to tl 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a resolution adopted by the board of directors 
of the Board of Trade of Chicago, Ill., favoring the passage of the bil! 
known as the ‘‘immediate transportation act;’’? which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amend ment, 
and submitted reports thereon: 


A bill (S. 2460) granting a pension to Stephen D. Mead; 

A bill (H. R. 7965) for the relief of Francis Mosher; 

A bill ti R. 7310) granting a pension to Mrs. Arlanta T. Taylor; 
A bill (H. R. 5324) granting a pension to John H. Hunter; 

A bill (H. R. 1520 ting an increase of pension to Mary F. Blake; 
A bill (H. R. 8078 for the relief of Lydia 8. Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. 5261) granting a pension to Isaac Fossett; 

A bill (H. R. 2144) granting a pension to C. K. Hughes; 

A bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pension to Ellen Corcoran; and 

A bill (H. R. 308) granting a pension to Mary Sullivan. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 396) for the relief of Mrs. Mary Shannon, widow 
and administratrix of the estate of Joseph R. Shannon, deceased, an 
to provide for the payment of the loss of the steamboat A. W. Quarries, 

it with amendments, and submitted a thereon. 

r. SEWELL, from the Committee on the Library, to whom the 
subject was referred, submitted a report, accompanied by a joint reso- 
lution g. R. 67) aw the of War to erect at Stony 
Point, N. Y., a monument; which was read twice by its title. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, introduced a bill (S. 2547) granting a pen- 
sion to John M. Rutherford; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2548) gran’ a 


ting 
B. Paxton; which was read twice by its title, 
mittee on Pensions. 


ion to Mrs. Mary 
referred to the Com- 





1886. 


Mr. BROWN introduced a bill (S. 2549) to authorize the construc- 
tion of a bridgeover the Altamaha River, in the State of Georgia; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 





merce. 

Mr. CONGER introduced a bill (S. 2550) to amend section 4444 of 
the Revised Statutes, relative to vessels engaged wholly or in part in the 
coastwise service; which was read twice by its title, and referred tothe 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2551) granting an increase of pension to 
Thomas B. Shaw; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLUMB introduced a bill (S. 2552) granting an increase of pen- 
sion to George Y. Miller; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2553) for the relief of Thomas A. Osborn; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


Claims. 

Mr. INGALLS (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2554) to amend sec- 
tion 2133 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 2555) granting a pension to 
William Sackman, sr.; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying petition, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2556) granting a pension to Mrs. Elmira 
J. Merritt; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. LOGAN introduced a bill (S. 2557) granting a pension to Ben- 
jamin Crenshaw; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLAIR. I introduce two bills to reimburse Mrs. Charlotte 
Smith for money expended in nursing soldiers during the war. 

The bill (S. 2558) for the relief of Mrs. Charlotte Smith was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; 


and 
The bill (S. 2559) for the relief of Mrs. Charlotte Smith was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


OTOE AND MISSOURIA INDIANS. 


Mr. DAWES. Ioffer an amendment intended to be proposed to the 
bill (H. R. 7087) authorizing and directing the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to extend the time for the payment of the purchase-money on the 
sale of the reservation of the Otoe and Missouria tribes of Indians in the 
States of Nebraska and Kansas, which is now on the table, that it may 
be printed, and I ask that the bill may be taken up and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. I desire to have the amendment 
printed, so that it may go before the committee with the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. It is simply an amendment to be printed, as I under- 


Mr. DAWES. That is all; but the House bill is on the table, and I 
want the bill taken up and referred, with the amendment, to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
if there be no objection. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On moiion of Mr. HARRIS, it was 


Ordered, Tnat the petition and papers in respect to the claim of H. B. Wilson, 
administrator of William Finder, deceased, be taken from the files of the Sen- 
ate and referred to the Committee on Claims, there having been no adverse re- 


The order will be made as requested, 


q 


INDIAN TRADERSHIPS. 
Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, submitted the following resolutions; which 


a 


ties of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in respect of the appointment of In- 
dian traders acts have been done, or permitted to be done, in disregard of law 
and the and per interests of citizens: Therefore, 

Beit the Committee on Indian Affairs be, and hereby is, directed 
bject of the appointment of such traders, the granting of 
the refusal to extend such licenses to persons engaged as 
methods which have been practiced in that regard since 
1885, and the reasons and influences affecting the several 
or refusing of such licenses, to whom licenses have 
said date and to whom refused, why eon and why re- 

any person to whom a license been so granted 
practices prejudicial to the good repute of the 
whether or not the same have 

of Indian Affairs. 
said investigation the said committee shall 
papers, nister the necessary oaths, and 
employ a stenographer should it deem it necessary so to do; and such expense 
may result from said investigation shall be out of the contingent fand 


That the committee is further instructed to report a bill or bills for 
the investigation may disclose to be necessary and proper in 


since 


; 
: 
z 


tempore. Is there objection to the present con- 
tions ? 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the resolutions be printed and lie over. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the resolu- 
tions will go over the rule. 
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it is stated in the matter of the administration of the powers and du- | 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the Househad agreed to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H. R. 3848) for the relief of H. P. McFarlin. 

The message also announced that the House had disagreed to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6975) to establish addi- 
tional life-saving stations, agreed to the conference asked by the Sen- 
ate thereon, and had appointed Mr. Ir1on, Mr. Crisp, and Mr. DuN- 
HAM managers at the conference on its part. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the President pro tempore: 

A bill (S. 670) to increase the pension of the widow of the late Com- 
mancer T. A. M. Craven; 

A bill (H. R. 16) grantin;; a pension to Nancy Ribble; 

A bill (H. R. 413) granting a pension to George Schaefer; 

A bill (H. R. 424) to pension Giles C. Hawley; 

A bill (H. R. 515) gronting a pension to Althea A. Frasner; 

A bill (H. R. 550) to restore to the pension-roll the name of Adam 
Gaston; 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 
cock; 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. R. 

A bill (H. R. 

A bill (H. R. 

A bill (H. R. 

A bill (H. R. 

A bill (H. R. 

A bill (H. R. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further 
or other resolutions ’’ the morning business is closed. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Calendar. 
I move to take up Senate bill 2172 for present con- 


R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 


567) granting a pension to Mary A. Little; 

1184) granting a pension to Stephen Gardner; 

1330) granting a pension to Martin Taylor; 

1576) granting an increase of pension to Thomas All- 


R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R, 


1585) for the relief of Mrs. Margaret Colbath; 
1592) for the relief of Sarah A. Vaughn; 

1816) granting a pension to Mary Ann Miller; 
3193) granting a pension to Mrs. Edna Roberis; 
3205) granting a pension to George W. Guyse; 
3326) granting a pension to Thomas Simpson; 
3906) for the relief of Catharine Johnson; 

3982) grariting a pension to John Pennington; 
4462) granting a pension to Martha Downs; 
4490) granting a pension to H. W. McDonald; 
4631) granting a pension to Mary Merrill; 

4976) tor the relief of Tobias M. Coon; 

5127) granting a pension to Mary A. Ripley; 
5961) granting an increase of pension to Cyrus Vigus; 
5995) granting a pension to David T. Elderkin; 
6003) for the relief of John H. McClelland; 
6126) granting a pension to Henry G. Ballinger; 
6192) granting a pension to Mary Norman; 
6331) granting a pension to George Anna Lippe; 
6650) granting a pension to Samuel Robbins; 
6655) granting a pension to Stokeley D. Dagley; 
6688) for the relief of William Bishop; 

6776) granting a pension to Catharine Thenn; 
6780) granting a pension te Henry B. Havens; 
7118) for the relief of Bailey Hascall; 

7298 for the relief of Charles Schuler, 

7300) for the relief of Randolph Seaman; and 
7617) granting a pension to Solomon J. Grissom, 


RATLROAD LANDS. 


“cc 


concurrent 


sideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon moves to 

The Cuter CLerK. A bill (S. 2172) restoring to the United States 
certain of the lands granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Lake Superior to Puget 
Sound, and to restore the same to settlement, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SAWYER. I ask the Senator from Oregon if he will not give 
way and let us have the morning hour for the consideration of pension 
bills so as to get through with those remaining on the Calendar. 

Mr. DOLPH. I can not do it this morning in view of the fact that 
pension bills have the right of way at any time and this is a bill which 
can not always be taken up for consideration. 

Mr. SAWYER. I should like to go on with the pension bills, but I 
do not want to be too persistent. 

Mr. CALL. I hope the Senator 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is not debatable. 

Mr. SAWYER. I give notice that I shall ask for the consideration 
of the pension bills to-morrow morning. 

Mr. DOLPH. I will assist the Senator any other morning in getting 
| up the pension bills. 

Mr. CALL. I ask unanimous consent to be allowed to make a state- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Florida asks the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to make a statement in regard to the 
motion, which is not debatable. Is there objection ? 


proceed to the consideration of a bill the title of which will be stated. 
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Mr. CONGER. Let us have one thing atatime. I wish to get the 
pension bills off the docket as soon as possible, but if there is a motion 
pending to proceed to another bill it had best be en of. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Michigan ob- 
ject to the request of the Senator from Florida? 

Mr. CONGER. There is a motion pending to take up another bill, 
and I await the result of that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Florida desires to 
debate that motion. Is there objection ? 

Mr. ALLISON and others. Oh, yes; we can not debate it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the question 
is On agreeing to the motion of the Senator from Oregon to take up the 
bill the title of which has been read. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 26, noes not counted; and the Sen- 
ate, as - Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I desire to offer an amendment to the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting the substitute 
which I send to the Chair. 

The bill which has just been read proposes to forfeit from Wallula 
Junction, Washington Territory, to Portland, Oreg., a portion of the 
original grant over which the Northern Pacific Railroad Company does 
not now and probably never will contemplate constructing any portion 
of the road provided for by the act. 

My only objection, I will say in a word, with the leave of the Sen- 
ator from Oregon, is that there are other portions of the road not fin- 
ished which at least should be included, and there are portions of the 
line also where the road has been finished which should be included. 
The difficulty is that the passage of the bill in this condition of affairs 
will be a legislative declaration te the whole country that this matter 
has been passed upon and decided, and that thereshall be no more for- 
feitures, so far as the Senate is concerned, than this land, which the com- 
pany have never for years expected to earn by the construction of the 
road. If this be done, the Northern Pacific Railroad Company at the 
next session of Congress will come with some show of insistency and 
say that the Senate and, if the House adopt it, that Congress have passed 
upon this matter of forfeiture and have concluded that they will ask 
no other or further forfeiture than that contained in this bill. 

Therefore I feel it to be my duty at this time (as it was understood, 
I believe, that the members of the Committee on Public Lands should 
have the right to vote on this question as they pleased when it came 
here) to propose an amendment to strike out all after the enacting 
clause of the bill and to insert what I send to the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

The Cuter CLerK. It is proposed to strike out all after the enact- 
ing clause of the bill and in fiew thereof to insert: 

That except as toall lands granted for that portion of the road of the Northern 


Pacific Railroad which was completed before vay & 4. D. 1879, and also except- 
ing the right of way, with necessary lands used in operating said railroad, and 
also except all lands included within the iimits of any village, town, or city’ site, 
the grant of a — made in aid of the construction of ‘the said Northern 
Pacific Railroad by act re Eerene Recinces approved July 2, A. D. 1866 (13 Statates at 
Large, page 365), yo SS Pyeclared forfeited and determined; and 
the said act maki See insofar ae suid grant ig concerned, herel re- 
pealed, and said lan 

tlement under quien ie laws of sDaltod States’ and all of said lands shall be 
held and treated as though said grant and the aaa under it had never 
been made: Provided in case of any of the lands embraced within the 
terms of this act, to which said railroad company would have been entitled had 
the said road been constructed as provided in the act oye 5 ane. have 
been sold by said com ny rior to Jan 1A. — person so 
porahesing any of sai , his heirs an assigns, sha’ 1 hare ti the eight tot to _ 
ands so purchased to oo extent of 320 acres, upon making 

such purchase before the register at the local land office the district where 
said land may be located; and upon proof as above within twelve months of 
passage of this act patents shall issue to the parties entitled res 
and in any case of purchase or settlement, as contem in this act, of more 
than 320 acres by each settler, the 320 acres to each settler may be selected by him 
within one year from the passage of this act, he filing the descri such 
selection at the proper land office or with the Commissioner of the Land 
Office. 

Sec. 2. That all persons who have made actual settlement or have made val- 

uable improvements u the odd-numbered sections adjacent to the said road 
or branch thereof, wi tke dente bp contract of purchase therefor, with a bona 





































The question then is clearly presented between the rights and inte;e«. 
of all the eof the United States on one side sought tobe protec (. 
by the amen t of the Senator from Nebraska a the interests 0; 
the few persons who own and control the Northern Pacific Rai) 
Company on the other side. 

The question therefore before the Senate is whether it will adv, 
principle of the House bill or whether it will adopt the princip| 
forfeiture of the lands beyond the present point of completion, a 
I said, it involves a great many millions of acres of the _— ¢ land 
and the right of hundreds of thousands of the people of the 
States to homes and subsistence for themselves and their wiv. 
children. 

The whole questjon is before the Senate whether the demand of ¢} 
people, and their rightful and just demand, that where a railroad 
pany has failed to comply with the provisions of the law the Con. 
of the United States shall declare that the law which created t! 
and which provided that at a certain period of time the grant shou 
expire, and the land should belong to the public domain and be «) 
to settlement and occupation by the people under the homestead |, 
shall be observed, or whether Congress will make a new grant o! 
haps a hundred million dollars or more of the public money in th 
of a land grant toa few individuals. 

I read from a report made by the Committee on Public Lands o! 
House of Representatives in regard to the amendment which th 
ator from Nebraska has offered: 


Your committee hereby adopt as their report the report of the Public | 
Committee made to the House of Representatives in the wevty-cig hth Con 
The legal status remains the same, and your committee therefore have « 
cluded to present that report, as it stands, as their report to this Congress 

* * a * * - 


Your committee have given the subject-matter of this grant— 
The grant to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company— 


patient, careful,and thorough consideration. They are satisfied that th 
was one in presenti upon condition subsequent; that by breach of such 
tion the grant, along the entire line so far as it was uncompleted on the 4th da 
of July, 1879, is,and has been since said date, subject to forfeiture, and that jus 
tice to the United States and her citizens now require that a forfeiture a: d Tes. 
core of the landstothe public domain should be declared by act « of | Congress 

To accom lish that result and at the same time protect purchasers of the com- 
—_ 8 title prior to January 1, 1884, and actual settlers and owners o f valuab 

a on the odd sections adjacent to the uncompleted portions of s 

or made said improvements with bona fide intent to sc »t 

io hike in noone your committee have prepared a substitute for sai id b 
and rt the same to the House and recommend its passage. 


The ball now a wallenibe to be passed by the Senate and called up : 
the motion of the Senator from Oregon is an entirely different bill, an‘! 
gives to the railroad company millions of acres of the public land beyon: 
that contemplated in this report and recommended by it. 


In view of the fact that the conclusion to which your committec have arri\ 
was earnestly combated by learned counsel in elaborate argument and bric! 
we deem it proper to refer somewhat minutely and in detail to what we coi. 
sider the most material points of the case, especially as it was urged that th« 
grant to this company was ia certain features an exception from the otherwis 
unbroken line of forfeitable pees — example of unparalleled gene: 
osity on the wt ef the United tinaes in giving away millions of acres of th. 

ublic domain without any provision for resuming its title even upon absolu: 

fulfill its part of the contract. That such a constru 
tion in effect aoe was not oniy seriously but earnestly and for: 
bly urged by coon andd ed counsel for the company is the apolo. 
of your committee for what might otherwise be deemed an unnecessary ela!) 
n. 


tion of the Pe ent nar 
The act of Congress containing the grant to this company was approved J. 
2, +a Statutes, 365), and the, — itself was in extent the most munitice:.: 
y donations in the era of liberality to aid in the constr: 

ion of putes Sr 50 aies olens © the entire line in all the States ani | 

miles in all the a hich the line might be located, with the 

right of indemnity selection within 10 additional miles, afterward by s:1!-- 

quent act (16 Statutes, oo enlarged to 20 miles, for all lands lost in the grant 


The land affected by t and subject to its operation was in fact al! nd 
numbered sections 4 a 2 tof the public domain extending over 2,000 mi!: 
from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, 40 miles in width in all the States an i 
miles in width in all the Territories through which the line should be locat« | 


This was a grant of an empire, capable of sustaining millions of t!ic 


fide intent to secure title bg pussteeee Rom ant Northern Pacific Rail- e, and equal toany eae aay uering army at any perio! 
wit emia teaa cnet we ctvact tay eens | of the ony of the word. Tip value is hardly tobe etna 


money at this time. It is the raf ne or thane tuniion millions of 
dollars of present and future ee ton tow individenla 

The consideration of this munificent grant, as specifically declared by the act 
itself, was “‘to secure the safe and speedy fal tie walla troop 
m Cee ee ane en ©. “to promote 
the public interest welfare by the construction of said railroad and t«! 
, in ee ee eeemen 00 te 
all times, but particularly in time of war, the use and benefits 0! |! 
same for postal, military,and other purposes.”’ (Section 20.) 

Section 3 of the act, embracing the tof wasin the following wor! 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, tthere be, and is hereby, granted to |): 


under the public-land inet of the United States, and ay citizen of the United 
States, or evans declared his intention to become one in compliance with the 
naturalization laws of the United States, shall be entitled to enter one quarter- 
sec of 160 acres each, of the lands so settled u Guha poten oe by such per- 
son, the pre-emption or homestead laws of d in case 
soak patedin bas exhausted his or her right ee laws, then’ and in that 
case such person may enter one quarter-section, of 160 acres, of the land so set- 
tiled upon or improved, by paying therefor $1.25" per acre. 


The PRESIDENT te tempore. The question is on to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. 


. for the purpose 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I scarcely think nn of ee ee Se its suesenvers ened uate the purpe: 

importance should be passed upon in a short of time with- | coast,and to secure the safe and speedy transportation of the mails, trov)- 
= full and deliberate discussion, as will be case if the bill should | munitions of wes, and blie pens Sane hp comnel ants Bae of railway, every 
passed in the morning hour. alternate section land, not mineral, designated by numbers, to the 
This is a proposition to confirm instead of forfeitinga railroad grant, pres pint Baan wAcpl thanenh'tne Torsiecion of the | eee eck 
the larger part of upward of 48,000,000 acres of the public land. The ten alternate seetions of land per unile on cach side of said whenever it 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Neb forfeits a very whenever on the line thereof the United Stat. 


large proportion, I am not prepared to say how i but all the grant 


other claims or rights of said d is 
which was not earned “ithin the time specified in the granting act. Gotinitely fined ana t of aie ollie of thn Geapeniosions f 


o> 
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Office; and whenever prior to said term any of said sections 
r parts of shall have been sous, sold, reserved, occupied by home- 
stead settlers, or pre-empted, or otherwise of, other lands shall be 
“elected by said company in lieu thereof, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior, in alternate sections and designated by odd numbers, not more 
than 10 miles beyond the limits of said alternate sections.”” 
* 7 


7 : * 


“see.8. * * * That the said company shall commence the work on said 
road within two years from the approval of this act by the President and shall 
complete not less than 50 miles per year after the second year, and shall con- 
struct, equip, furnish, and complete the whole road by the 4th day of July, A. D. 

” 


Section 9 of the act was in the following words: 


“$s . And beit further enacted, That the United States make the several con- 
ane herein and that the said Northern Pacific Railroad Company ac- 
cept the same upon the further condition that if the company make any breach 
of the conditions hereof and allow the same to continue for upward of one 
vear, then in such case, at any time hereafter, the United States, by its Congress, 


may do any and all acts arid things which may be needful and necessary to in- 


sure a speedy <a of said road.” 4 SF 
The period fixed by the eighth section of the granting act above quoted within 
which the road was required to be completed was subsequently extended to the 
4th day of July, 1879, as appears from the following facts: The joint resolution 
of May 7, 1866 (14 Statutes, 355), extended the time two years, and the joint reso- 
lution of July 1, 1868 (15 Statutes, 255), amended section 8, the original granting 
act, so as to read July 4, 1877. On June 11, 1879 (General Land Office Report, 
1879, pages 109-111), the Secretary of the Interior held that the effect of these two 
joint resolutions was to extend the time to July 4, 1879. 1n-this view your com- 
mittee concurs, and we adopt that date as the expiration of the period of limita- 


“The total length of the line as located and pro d, including the Washing- 
ton Territory branch, was 2,270 miles. Prior to July 4, 1879, there has been com- 
pleted 531 miles of road, leaving 1,739 miles uncompleted at the expiration of the 
time limited. (See report of Secretary of the Interior to Forty-seventh Con- 
gress, Executive Document No. 144, page 41.) In round numbersand estimated 
10,675,200 acres are by the bill reported conceded to the company and 27,539,840 
acres subjected to forfeiture. 

The question therefore before the Senate sought to be determined in 
this hasty manner by the bill is, whether 27,539,840 acres of the public 
domain shall now be given by the Senate bill to a few individuals con- 
stituting this corporation, in value equal to $100,000,000 at this time, 
and a part of the public domain required by the people of this country 
for homesteads for its citizens, for its families, for its men out of em- 
ployment. 

No graver question can be presented to theSenate. There is none in 
the whole range of public questions of greater importance to the people 
to be settled than the question whether the Congress of the United 
States is to appropriate the public money and the public property to 
enrich a few individuals, for that is what it means, neither more nor 
less. I here in my place protest against such a use of the powers of 
Government, of the public functions, as to confer vast wealth upon a 
few individuals while a million of men with their familes are out of 
employment, without homes, and without the means of comfortable 
subsistence. 

Instead of =n with the just demand of the associated labor- 
ing men and women of the country to enact some measures by which 
the burden of their toil and poverty shall be lightened this bill pro- 
poses to lay still heavier burdens on them, and to place beyond their 
_ 27,000,000 acres of the public domain which partly belongs to 
them. 

There is no question or doubt that the franchise of this road, with the 
10,000,000 acres of land granted by the House bill, is more than sufii- 
cient to build this road. 

There is no question of the construction of the railroad presented by 
this bill. There is no question that this great highway failed to be 
constructed within the time limited by the act, and that by emigra- 
tion and the increase of the population of the country these lands have 
become immensely valuable. All the circumstances which require and 
justify the original policy, if there was justification for such a vast do- 
nation of an empire of land for any purpose whatever to a few individ- 
uals, have changed and no longer exist. 

The report of*the committee of the other House proceeds: 

The consideration of the case involves two general and leading questions: 
First, the power of Congress to declare a grant of public lands forfeited for breach 
of condition-subsequent; second, whether, this power being established, there 
money features in this particular case excepting the grant from the general 

The power of Congress to decla 
to cneeennee crattate, ete a 
iands should revert upon failure to build the within a specified time, is 
established beyond all controversy by repeated decisions of the Supreme Court. 

I undertake to say that this is a tion which can not be reason- 
ably assailed, Itis self-evident, and had the Supreme Court decided that 
‘ under the Constitution had no sovereign powers of legislation 
it would not have affected or the sovereign powers of Congress. 
But they have not so decided, and there is in my opinion no justifica- 
tion or reason in the ——— that there is any warrant in the decision 
oe _ a an interest veyed under these grants 

‘Ss Or powers 0: gress, or t ition that there is 
any a placed by them upon the souts aera to declare a 


and discretionary power of Congress whenever 
eg a 


failure to complete the road within the time specified in 
t is so held in United States rs, Repenti 5 Wall., 211) and 
ser ge Merrinan a Wal ne cence 
cases w even more voeally defines the 
in vn —— In Pusnewesth ts. Minnesota and Pacis 

.8., court, considering question, said: 
os interest in lands and nected franchises, 


t of the publie lands, made 
ot aclause as thatthe 


i 


e. 


i 


forfeiture 
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granted for the construction of a public work,may be declared for non-com- 

liance with the conditions annexed to their grant or their posse’sion, when 
orfeiture is provided by statute, without judicial proceedings to ascertain and 
determine the faiiure of the grantee to perform the conditions.” 

Following these authoritative expositions of the law, as well as the reasons 
and sense of the principle involved, your committee have uniformly held that 
jurisdiction existed in Congress to declare these grants forfeited and have re- 
ported several bills to accomplish that purpose, some of which have already 
passed the Honse. We adhere to this position in the case under consideratio: 

Your committee are also clearly of the opinion that there is nothing in tl 
provisions of the Northern Pacific act which takes it out of the category 
grants upon condition-subsequent, liable to forfeiture for breach of condition 











What pretense can be set up in the li 
preme Court in this language: 

A forfeiture by the State of an interest in lands and connected fran 
granted for the construction of a public work, may be declared for nm 
pliance with the conditions annexed to their grant or their possession 
forfeiture is provided by statute, without judicial proceedings & 
determine the failure of the grantee to perform the conditions. 


ght of the decision of the Su- 


-conm- 


ascerta 


That settles the question as to the opinion of the Supreme Court; but 
for one I protest against any proposition that a tribunal composed ot 
nine men holding office for life can in this republic of the people de- 
prive the people’s representatives, the Congress of the United States 
its constitutional functions. I+ is the court’s function to consider and 
apply the law as Congress makes it, and not to repeal or modify 
qualify or change in any form or degree the exercise of the sovereign 
legislative power of the people of this country. But the court has) 
undertaken to doso. It has, on the contrary, expressly declared 1 
when forfeiture is provided by statute, as in this case, a condition 1 
being performed, the grant shall lapse, as in all these cases, whet 
Congress shall so declare, as the Supreme Court declare that Congres: 
may by statute declare a forfeiture without the intervention of a 
legal or judicial proceeding: 

The question turns upon a consideration of sections 3,5, 8, and 9, hereinb« 
quoted. The company claim that they constitute an absolute dedication « 
lands to the purpose of constructing the road; that there is no condition-sii!s« 
quent whatever, and that the only powerin the United States isthe powe 
through Congress to adopt such measures as may be necessary to insure the 
completion of the road in case the company does not build it. 

On the other hand, your committee regard this construction as utterly un- 
tenable, and are clearly of the opinion— 

1. That section 8 of the act declares a condition-subsequent, namely, that the 
road shall be completed within a certain time, upon breach of which the grantor 
may declare a forfeiture. 

This was 2 most unwise and imprudent grant. Far better would it 
have been for Congress to have granted the bonds for the reasonable 
cost of the road than to have given the power to demand of the settlers 
in 48,000,000 of acres of the public domain, twice the cost of building 
the road. 

The road is 2,000 miles long. The grant is 40 miles in width in the 
States and 80 miles in width in the Territories, a territory greater than 
many great kingdoms. In round numbers itis estimated in this report 
that 10,675,200 acres are by the bill reported to the House conceded to 
the company and 138,539,840 acres subjected to forfeiture. 

Mr. President, when you consider the fact that has been developed 
before the Senate in the reports of its Committees on Interstate Com- 
merce, that a taxing power upon the people of this country greater 
than that exercised by Congress, upon every man, woman, and child 
has imposed a debt of $3,000,000,000 upon this people in the shape o: 
fraudulent and fictitious securities, and that while we are here pre- 
tending to exercise the powers of legislation in this most important of 
all subjects, the power of taxation, the power to oppress the labor of 
the country and take from it its hire for public purposes, has been ex- 
ercised without our knowledge or consent, and a debt greater than the 
war debt has been imposed and now rests upon the people by virtue ot 
the issue of fraudulent securities issued by transportation companies 
with thepower to tax for all locomotion and transportation to pay the 
interest on their securities—when we reflect that this 138,000,0U0 acres 
of public land is now proposed to be appropriated to the same purpose, 
to float additional securities with the power of taxation upon the peo- 
ple of this country, the magnitude of the question involved in this bill 
may be somewhat appreciated. The passage of this bill in its present 
shape will be a menace to all the property interests of the country. 
It will be a defiance by the Senate of the people and their just de- 
mands. It will be a declaration that the Senate will use the powers 
of legislation in the interests of corporate power and against the people. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HARRIs in the chair). 
tion is on the amendme 
VAN WYCK]. 

Mr. VEST. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam sorry that the Senator from Nebraska has 
thought it to be his duty to offer this amendment on this occasion to 
this bill. 

The bill as it stands, if I correctly understand it, and I believe I 
do, provides for forfeiting and resuming to the United States all the 
lands that lie between what is called the Wallula Junction, up the 
Columbia River, and Portland—a line which is within the original 
charter, but which the company has never undertaken to build, but it 
has supplied that gap by leasing or coming into some arrangement with 
another railroad company that did not have any grant. ‘There is a 
clear case where whatever lands are embarrassed by this old grant can 


The ques- 
nt proposed by the Senator from Nebraska [,Mr. 
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be resumed.and put into the public land system of the United States Mr. COCKRELL. I donot think it is proper or fair that the amon, 


with the universal consent probably of both Houses of Congress. It is 
sure to become a law. There is so much good done about which we 
can all agree. 

That being the state of this bill, a thing we certainly can accomplish, 
the Senator from Nebraska thinks it desirable to raise the disputed and 
mooted question as to whether these other grants of land to the North- 
ern Pacific Company, which are affected by the fact whether that com- 
pany built its road or did not build its road within the time fixed by Con- 
gress can be forfeited by the United States under the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court already made. That isamooted, adisputed, and a difficult 
question which requires great consideration, and about which gentlemen 
would largely differ not only in respect of the absolute wehell aioe of 
this corporation, which Congress can not take away from it if it wishes 
to do so, but also in respect to the justice and morality of Congress 
from the mere lapse of time (the executive department and Congress 
together having allowed the corporation to go on and build its road and 
have it inspected and get its land certified), now going back upon them 
in respect of the circumstance that they did not come tothe time within 
which they were to build. I donot meanto express my opinion about 
that now. 

Some years ago the committee of which I am a member, the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, had the subject of the forfeiture of all these 
grants under consideration; and that committee at that time came to 
the conclusion that such a course would not be just, and that it was 
for the interest of the United States to waive mere questions of time, 
that those companies which were now—that is at the time we made the 
report four or five years ago—actually engaged in going on to build the 


lines that the people wanted and that it was for the public interest to- 


build, should not be interfered with, but to cut off all dead grants and 
all grants where the conduct of the companies had not been excusable 
in respect of not keeping within the time. 

In that state of things I do not wish to vote yes or no on this distinct 
proposition, because on consideration and time to consider it, and as a 
measure which should receive careful attention, I might in the end 
think it right as it stands. But now why should we embarrass a thing 
we can all agree about by undertaking to hitch on to if a measure 
about which there is fair room for an honest difference of opinion as to 
the law as it is, and for an honest difference of opinion as to what jus- 
tice and public policy require? 

So it seems to me that my friend from Nebraska ought not to press 
this amendment now, and that he ought to withdraw it and let us get 
what we can all agree about and are clear about, and not embarrass a 
measure that is clearly good by one that is open to so many consider- 
ations of difficulty. I hope my friend from Nebraska will withdraw 
the amendment. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator from Vermont appeals to the Sen- 
ator from Nebraska. I did not intend to say a word on this matter. 
I know that the Senators from Oregon and some others are anxious to 
pass the bill in this oe and of course, if it is all we can get, I shall 
have to take that; but I can take no other position than I do, believing 
as I do that we should not merely take the forfeiture of the lands from 
Waliula Junction to Portland, a portion of the line that the company 
never contemplated to build, and that it is willing and desirous, or, I 
may say, is willing, should be forfeited. 

There is an honest difference of opinion, I admit. I should be con- 
tent, and so the people would be, with the vote of the Senate and the 
vote of Congress on that point, because that would be the end of it. 
I and many others have believed when the question of forfeiture has 
arisen that there should be lands forfeited even where reads were built 
after the expiration of the term; thatif a road was not completed when 
the time fixed by law expired the railroad company should*come to 
Congress and ask them to extend the time; but I do not desire now to 
discuss the question. I want a speedy vote on the matter. 

The Senator appealed to me, but I can not see the force of the ap- 
peal. This is an amendment which a large portion of Congress con- 
cedes that it is right to passand a great portion of the American — 
believe it is right. I can see no objection to the proposition of thi 
amendment and to taking a vote on it. 

Mr. DOLPH. Will the Senator from Nebraska allow me to ask him 
a question ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly. 

Mr. DOLPH. The amendment offered by the Senator from Ne- 
braska embraces the grant for all the completed road west of Bismarck, 
in Dakota, does it not ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. What was not completed atthe time fixed, July 
4, 1879. 

Mr. DOLPH. It is the land on the completed road west of Bismarck, 
is it not? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. TheSenator knows the point where the road was 
completed. He can state the fact. 

Mr. DOLPH. At the Missouri River in Dakota. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I was about to move to lay the amendment on the 
table so as not to make any prejudice in favor of the company by the 
rejection of the amendment—to lay it on the table without 
any opinion on it at all; but I do not make the motion if anybody 
wishes to say anything about it. 


ment of the Senator from Nebraska shall be precipitated upon the },)) 
reported by the Committee on Public Teed As I understood. ih. 
purpose of the committee was to accomplish something. It was'¢),. 
sidered that by this bill the forfeiture of the lands and their resy1), 
tion by the United States from Wallula to the terminus could je .- 
fected and the bill become a law, and all other questions woud », 
untouched. ' 

Now, I think I will go about as far as the Senator from Nebraska jy 
declaring forfeitures where they ought to be declared; but there js . 
‘zeal according to knowledge’’ and there is a zeal not according ¢, 
knowledge. There is one way of accomplishing a thing, and there j. 
a way of defeating it which appears to be in its favor. We can pass— 
the Senate will agree to it and the House will agree to it—a bil! declar. 
ing this forfeiture from Wallula to the terminus, and then we can cop. 
sider the other question unaffected by that. That will be accomplished. 
It is something. We have had these bills of forfeiture in Congress fy; 
years, and by some means or other they never become laws. The })j!| 
that I introduced for the forfeiture of the lands of the Iron Mountaip 
Railroad, a short piece of road, is I think the only oné¢ that has becone 
a law. 

Mr. PLUMB. The Senator forgets the Texas and Pacific grant 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, yes; the Texas and Pacific forfeiture bil! was 
passed last session; but that was a very easy matter. 

Here some want to go to an extreme length; others want to take a 
medium position, and others want to goa very short distance, and none 
of them will compromise. I believe that we ought to agree upon some- 
thing and accomplish something; and it was for that reason that I was 
in favor of this bill, which could become a law and become operative: 
and then I was in favor at the same time of considering the other ques- 
tion. I think that is the only way to succeed. I think it is the only 
way to accomplish anything. I think the Senator from Nebraska is 
throwing a stumbling-block in his own pathway. I think he is doing 
more to prevent any forfeiture than could possibly be done by passing 
this bill. The Committee on Public Lands—— 

Mr. BECK. I desire to ask the Senator from Missouri if the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands have considered the question now presented in 
the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska at all ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. As I understand it, they have not. I was just 
going to remark that the Committee on Public Lands have not come to 
a conclusion in regard to the bill which has been offered here as a 
amendment. 

Mr. BECK. One other suggestion. Would the laying of this amend- 
ment on the table now be any committal in any way against the tor- 
feiture declared by it, provided the Committee on Public Lands should 
consider it proper? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I do not see that it would. 

Mr. BECK. Why not let the whole subject go to the committee now 
and be considered at once? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I propose to move to recommit the whole matter 
to the Committee on Public Lands for further consideration. 

Mr. DOLPH. If the Senator from Missouri will yield a moment, | 
hope the Senator will not propose to recommit the whole bill. The 
bill has had the consideration of the Committee on Public Lands day 
after day. 

Mr. COCKRELL. If wecan not get the Committee on Public Lands 
to agree in its action then let the matter come into the Senate and be 
indiscriminately discussed; but let the Committee on Public Lands 
consider the question and make its report, and then the Senate will 
know the views of the committee upon the whole question. It seems 
that we can not accomplish a part without taking all, and the eflortt 
take all will defeat anything. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let mesuggest to the Senator from Missouri tht 
the bill which is under consideration, tosay nothing about the amend- 
ment, has been considered and reported by the committee as a cise 0! 
clear and unquestionable propriety of forfeiture and restoration. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That is true. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Thatisalldone. The committee has come tot! 
conclusion because the pathway was clear. Now comes the Senator 
from Nebraska with an amendment which opens an entirely diflerut 
and separate question, as we all agree, which may be decided one wy 
or may be decided another way upon consideration. Now why shou! 
this measure, as the Senator from Missouri has concurred I suppose. 
he is a member of that committee I ee ene oT ich is 
a good measure, be hung up by being sent to the committee to see 
whether it can not Sonam te some other doubtful and disputa!)e 
proposition, which, as the Senator from Missouri says, never seems ' 
get gene As he has stated, let us do the good that we can and 
then the other. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I think the bill ought to be recommitted, and ! 
feel sure that the Committee on Public Lands will come to a conc!us:)) 


and makea It is not fair to the committee that we shall come 
in here di unless we are divided upon written views submitted \° 
the Senate. I move—— 


Therefore 
Mr. BERRY. Will the Senator from Missouri allow me a wor!’ 
Me BERRY. I wish to state that this bill does not include all the 
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unearned lands that were granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad. A 
: the committee tried to put on an amendment including the 
portion of . 7 : 
jands that were granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad on the line of 
what is known as the Cascade branch, which is not yet finished—it is 
not finished to-day—but the Senator from Oregon refused every effort. 
to include all the lands which are unearned. Therefore the Senator 
from Nebraska had a perfect right to offer this amendment, because the 
pill seeks to forfeit a portion, which would have the effect of confirming 
the title to the other unearned lands on the Cascade branch. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I am not discussing what may have occurred be- 
tween the Senator from Nebraska and the Senator from Oregon or any 
one else in committee. I am stating the conclusion. The committee 
never acted on anything but that one question, and now it is not fair 
that these other questions shall be precipitated into a measure in the 
morning hour the Senate be called upon to decide them. I be- 
lieve it is right and proper that the whole mat‘er shall go back to the 
committee and let the contention be there settled. Therefore I move 
that the pending bill and the amendment be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. How far this proposition may be “‘ according to 
knowledge’? would rest especially on what is knowledge. I know it 

is very easy to hurl epithets at and denounce a man because the victim 
is not quite long enough or short enough for the iron bed prescribed 
for it. I offered the bill reported by the House committee as an amend- 
ment, and whether that was above or beneath knowledge I shall not 
say. It isa bill that probably will be passed by the House, and I was 
anxious to do just what the Senator from Vermont wanted and just 
what the other Senator wanted, to get some measure which could be- 
come a law; and this will be nearer becoming a law if we shall adopt the 
House proposition than if we send a measure to the House which we 
know they willnot adopt. That has been the case from time to time. 

I have heard the estions of Senators; and I would desire to yield 
to the wish of my friend from Vermont, whom I esteem so highly, and, 
therefore, I have thought that under the circumstances I would with- 
draw this proposition if the Senate consent and propose another which 
isa medium ground. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do not do that. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I shall have todo it. It seems to me that here 
is a question of the forfeiture of the lands of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
way, and we are proposing to deal with it by piecemeal. We take a 
little here, and then we protest that it is only for a little, and that we 
will attack another little by and by, and this railroad goes on and 
comes up and says, ‘‘ You gentlemen do not act according to knowl- 
edge,”’ and the world would sdy we did not act according to knowledge 
in taking up one question and dealing with it by piecemeal. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to ask my distinguished friend—and I am 
sure he will answer yes—whether he does not see clearly a distinction 
in dealing for the interest of the United States between undertaking to 
get what we clearly have a right to, and what nobody can dispute by 
itself, and the matter of trying to get that by tying on something that 
is disputed both in point of law and in point of justice? Is it taking 
here a little and there a little when these two classes of lands stand, as 
we all agree, wee entirely different questions ? 

Mr. VAN CK. Iwould say to the Senator thatif it wasa matter 
of dispute between the people and the Northern Pacific Railroad as to 
this portion of the lands from Wallula to Portland there might be some 
force in his distinction; but here is a piece of land which the railroad 
company is desirous or rather willing we should take. There is no 
question about that. That we never can lose. There is no question 
in dispute about it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is hung up. . 

' Mr. VAN WYCK. Therailroad company when they desire a thing 
come and besiege the Senate Chamber and besiege the Senate of the 
United States, but there is no one from the Northern Pacific Railroad 
Company who asks us to keep our hands off this piece of ground from 
Wallula to Portland. They want Congress to do it and to doit in this 
way, so that it shall be a concession on the part of Congress that it ends 
the That will be their argument hereafter; and when you 
undertake to touch other part they will come here and say, ‘‘ You 
have passed on the question.”’ 

withdraw and offer another amendment which I think we 


The P’ ING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri to recommit. 

Mr. BECK. I wish to offer-—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair suggests to Senators that 
is in order until the question of recommittal is dis- 


Z 


Be 
4 


M DS, Can not the Senator from Nebraska withdraw his 
first amendment? 
Mr. BECK. I wish to introduce an amendment— 


in this act shall be construed to waive or release or in any way 
fothe sala of the United States to have any other granted by them 


ply with the oo ne ure of said company to com- 
That is to exclude a conclusion. 


if 
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Mr. VAN WYCK. That meets the point. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the Senator from 
Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] withdrawing hisamendment? The Chair 
hears none, and the amendment is withdrawn. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then I propose this amendment to which I trust 
there will be no objection—— 

Mr. BECK. Is not my amendment now in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pending the motion to recommit the 
bill no amendment is in order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I withdraw that motion for the present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to recommit is with- 
drawn. 

Mr. BECK. Then I offer my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky will be read. 

The Corer CLERK. It is proposed to add to the bill as a new section: 

Sec. 3. That nothing in this act shall be construed to waive or release or in 
any way affect any right of the United States to have any other lands granted 
by them to the said railroad company forfeited for any failure of said company 
to comply with the conditions of the grant. 

Mr. DOLPH. I hope that will be adopted by unanimons consent. 

Mr. ALLISON. Ithink thatisright. Itsaves all possible questions. 

Mr. BECK. It does. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Having withdrawn the amendment I first offered, 
I now propose, after the word ‘‘ main,’’ in line 10 of section 1, to strike 
out down to and including the word ‘‘mountains,’’ in line 14, and to 
insert: 

And branch lines where the railroad required by said act has not been con- 
structed and completely finished at the date of the passage of this act. 

That is, that the lands for other portions of this road where the rail- 
road has not been completed shall be included in this act and shall be 
forfeited. I presume nobody will object to that proposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Nebraska will be read. 

The CurEF CLERK. After the word ‘‘main,’’ in line 10 of section 1, 
it is proposed to strike out all down to and including the word ‘‘ mount- 
ains,’’ in line 14, as follows: 

Line which extends from Wallula Junction, in Washington Territory, to the 


city of Portland, in the State of Oregon, except such of said lands as appertain 
to and are conterminous with the branch line across the Cascade Mountains. 
And in lieu thereof to insert: 

And branch lines where the railroad required by said act has not been con- 
structed and completely finished at the date of the passage of this act. 

So as to make the section read: 

That all the lands heretofore granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany by an act entitled ‘“‘An act granting lands to aid in the construction of a 
railroad and telegraph line from Lake oes to Puget Sound, on the Pacific 
coast, by the northern route,’ approved July 2,1864,and subsequent acts and 
joint resolutions of Congress, which appertain to and are conterminous with that 
= of its main and branch lines where the railroad required by said act has not 

n constructed and completely finighed at the date of the passage of this act 
be, and the same are hereby, resumed by the United States and restored to the 
public domain, and made subject to disposition and settlement under the gen- 
eral laws relating to the public lands. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. If I were forced to vote at this moment on that 
amendment on its merits, I, for one, should vote no, because knowing 
nothing about the Northern Pacific Railroad Company as a corporation 
and having nothing to do with it, I do know as a person connected 
with public affairs and studying the history of his country that that 
company or somebody under that company is at this moment engaged 
in building the extension of its line to reach Puget Sound across the 
Cascade Mountains through a very high and mountainous piece of coun- 
try, in order to get a complete through and independent line to the Pa- 
cific Ocean at Puget Sound. Isayif I were to vote at this moment, 
in order to get that thing accomplished, and if it were entirely a new 
question, I would vote about all the land that they-would ask for in 
those mountains in order to get it done. And inasmuch as that was in 
their original grant and they are now engaged in building that most 
difficult and necessary connection of this road to get straight to Puget 
Sound, I should vote against the amendment on the merits. But I do 
not want to foreclose its merits. ‘The Senator from Kentucky has got 
in a saving clause as to all the land grants of this company, so that the 
company can gain nothing by inference or otherwise from the act as it 
now stands. Therefore, when everybody has said what he wishes to 
say, I shall move to lay this amendment on the table. 

Mr. DOLPH. I have so far refrained from saying anything on this 
bill, although I reported it, because I was anxious to get a vote this 
morning; and I am not going to discuss it at length now. 

The situation is just this: For 214 miles, from Wallula to Portland, 
the Northern Pacific Railroad Company never has done anything toward 
constructing its road, except to secure some strategic points and do some 
grading at such points on the north side of the river. They are not 
now proposing the immediate construction of the road. Eventually 
they will be compelled to build it. They would like to retain the grant 
until they get ready to construct the road; but 1 think they ought not 
to have it. The region is being rapidly settled; the grant is in the way 
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of the development of the country, and it ought to be forfeited, and it 
ought to have been forfeited long ago. The only other portion of the 
road that has not been com is a gap of 75 miles through the Cas- 
cade Mountains. IfSenators will examine the mapof Oregon and Wash- 
ington they will see that the Cascade Mountains extend from the north- 
ern boundary of Washington Territory down tothe southern boundary 
of Oregon and separate both Oregon and Washington into two parts, 
eastern and western. Over the Cascade Mountains, in Washington 
Territory, there is not a wagon-road. 

The people of Washington Territory in passing from one side to the 
other have to go by the Columbia River and by Portland, in Oregon; 
and every bushel of produce that is raised in Eastern Washington has 
to be taken down through the gorge of the Columbia. It is usually 
shipped to Portland, and from thence to foreign market. There in 
Western Washington is the great Puget Sound extending 100 miles in- 
land, 150 miles north and south, affording with the rivers which dis- 
charge into it a great system of water navigation. The Northern Pa- 
cifie Railroad Company are struggling to complete its Cascade branch 
to connect by a direct line Lake Superiorand Puget Sound. Just north 
of their line now completed is the Canadian Pacific Railroad. That 
railroad company received from the Canadian Government $25,000,000 
in money and 25,000,000 acres of land and a loan of $35,000,000, and 
the government took back from the company 6,666,666 acres of land 
at $1.50 an acre, making $10,000,000. It received a donation of com- 
pleted road of 707 miles—from Lake Superior westward to Winnipeg, 
400 and odd miles; from Winnipeg to the boundary line of the United 
States, 65 miles; and on the western slope, 200 and odd miles. So 
there was $25,000,000, 25,000,000 acres of land, a loan of $35,000,000, 
and 707 miles of completed road—completed in the best manner—do- 
nated to them. 

The Government of Great Britain has granted a subsidy to that com- 
pany of $500,000 a year for the purpose of aiding in establishing a line 
of steamers from the terminus of their road on Puget Sound to Aus- 
tralia, China, and Japan, and the company is now having constructed 
five large steamships which will be salvia 1888 for service, and in the 
mean time are proposing to put on a line of three steamships which are 
to be hired or purchased for the purpose. England, with its commercial 
ports and commercial agencies established all over the world, is attempt- 
ing to seize and take out of our grasp the commerce of the old East, of 
the Pacific coast, and Puget Sound; and what are we doing? Here is 
this Northern Pacific Railroad, which has been compl under the 
provisions of the charter of the company and in compliance with the 
conditions of its grant from Lake Superior to the Columbia River, and 
from Portland down the Columbia to Kalama and thence to Puget 
Sound, and the Cascade branch of which has been completed up into 
the foothills of the mountains on both sides, to Ellensburg on the east 
side of the mountains and into the Green River Mountains on the west 
side, until there are only 75 miles of mountain road to complete it and 
secure a direct line to tide water on the sound, and it is now seriously 
proposed in the United States Senate in the face of all that has been 
done by the British Government for the Canadian Pacific Railroad that 
the United States shall step in and stop the completion of that through 
line, that we shall prevent a company incorporated by Congress and in 
which our citizens of every State and Territory are interested, from 
completing a great national enterprise and securing a portion of the 
commerce of the Pacific. There is no land now on the uncompleted 
portion of that branch, or at most a small amount, that is fit for agri- 
caltural purposes. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to ask the Senator one question. 
How far is it from Wallula where this Cascade branch starts out until 
you get down to Portland? 

Mr. DOLPH. The Cascade branch starts from a place 11 miles above 
Wallula, but its main line is constructed down to Wallula. It is 214 
miles, the line we propose to forfeit, to Portland. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I want to know the length of the Cascade branch, 
net the branch from Wallula down to Portland, but the Cascade branch 
te the mountains. 

Mr. DOLPH. I can not state precisely now from recollection. My 
impression is that it is 175 miles, of which there are 100 miles com- 

leted. 
, Mr. COCKRELL. There are 100 miles already completed? 

Mr. DOLPH. Already built. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Leaving a link of 75 miles. 

Mr. DOLPH. I canstate that generally from recollection. It isall 
of that any way. In that 75 miles there is a tunnel 1.9 miles long; 
and I saw a statement in the papers recently that already 550 feet of 
this tunnel have been cut and they are boring the tunnel from both ends. 
The contract has been let for the construction of this road for this entire 
gap; and it is stated in the Oregon and Washington papers that by next 
spring cars will be running over the mountains, the company making 
what they call a switch-back over the tunnel if the tunnel can not be 
completed in time. There are no agricultural lands, I am informed, 
within the grant conterminous with this gap. ’ 

I have been asked by some of the Senators on the floor, ‘“‘Then why 
not jorfeitit: they lose nothing?’’ Because the credit of the company 
depends largely upon the land; and they can only construct their road 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





in sections of 20 miles. When 20 miles have been constructed and 4, 
proved, upon the strength of the title to lands thus acquired anq {),. 
security of the constructed road they are able to sell the bonds tur th; 
section and apply the money received to the construction of the no; 
section. " 

Mr. COCKRELL. As I understand the Senator, on the 75 miles o¢ 
uncompleted road the lands are of no value practically. 

Mr. DOLPH. They are of no value unless there should be sone 
mineral found. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then why does the Senator object to the aneng. 
ment proposed by the Senator from Nebraska, which confirms 4)! ¢),, 
land on the completed portion of that road, and only declares a 1; 
ure of 75 miles? 

Mr. DOLPH. Because the bonds issued for constructed road are <o\4 
in sections, and if this amendment should pass, forfeiting that 75 miles. 
then there would be no further construction, because the contract yp. 
der which bonds are sold would not be carried out; its provisions would 
be violated; the bonds could not be sold. So construction would be 
stopped. 

Mr. GEORGE. Allow me to ask a question for information. [oy 
much of this road has been completed? 

Mr. DOLPH. Nearly 2,000 miles, I believe. 

Mr. GEORGE. Does the Senator say that it is necessary for a com. 
pany that has 2,000 miles of completed road to have a land grant in order 
to build 75 miles more. 

Mr. DOLPH. Itisnecessary. Every mile of the road has two mort- 
gages upon it, one for $25,000 a mile, and a second mortgage for $15,- 
000, making $40,000; and certain fixed charges have to be met. The 
construction can only be carried on by the earnings of the road and by 
the proceeds of the bonds as the sections are completed. 

One thing more and I shall bedone. During this administration 25 
miles on each side have been received, and commissioners have just 
been appointed to receive 50 miles more. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, Iam notin favor of the amend- 
ment of my good friend from Nebraska, because it goes further than | 
can go in the confirmation of this grant. He proposes, in line 10, after 
the word “main,” to make the word “‘line’’ plural and make it read 
“‘lines,’’ and then to insert: 

And branch lines where the railroad required by said acts has not bee: 
structed and completely finished at the date of the passage of this act. 

Then it will read: 

That all the lands heretofore granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany by an act entitled “An act granting lands to aid in the construction of a 
rail and line from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, on the Pacitic 
coast, by the n rn route,” wed July*2, 1864, and subsequent acts and 


joint resolutions of w in te and areconterminous with tliat 
part of its main ee branch lines whe te railroad ired by said acts has 
constructed 


requ 
and ey finished at the date of the passage of this 
allula Junction, in Washington Territory, to the city 


There can be but one construction to that amendment, and that is 
that it confirms all the land conterminous with the nt completed 
rtion of the Cascade branch, which will be over 100 miles. Now the 
ill without the amendment would leave that whole question open. 
Therefore I can not vote to confirm a grant 100 miles long to that branch 
road 


Mr. VAN WYCK. I assured the Senate that I at least would take 
no time in debate on this question; and I have suffered suggestions to 
be made which I thought ought to be replied to; but my good friend 
from Missouri seems unable to agree with me at all. First, it is ob- 
struction to do what he thinks now ought to be done; and now this does 
not do enough and the other did too much. One was ‘‘according to 
knowledge,’’ and this is beyond knowledge, I suppose, as it appears in 
the mind of the Senator from Missouri. 

The answer to the Senator from Oregon is simply here. This com- 

y beyond 1874, when their time 4 under the former act, have 
oon living by grace for twelve years; from 1874 to 1886 have been out- 
side the terms of the grant; and now it oe for ol _— a 
huge corporation are still clinging toa — grant which they 
ane entirely worthless. That is all I need say in answer to the Sen- 


ator from can 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to lay this amendment on the table. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I ask the Senator from Vermont to withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I withdraw it for the moment. 

Mr. EUSTIS. _I should like toask the Senator from Oregon wit is 
the meaning of the second section, which requires settlers to pay >-.»' 
per acre for lands covered by the grant which is to be forfeited under 
this bill? ; 

Mr. DOLPH. It is only settlers who are in possession of the land 
under contracts with the y, and who must be protected. !t 
does not interfere with the action of the general Jand laws at all. |t 
provides for cases where parties have gone in under contracts with the 
company. The committee carefully examined all these points 1! 


heard upon them. 

Mr. EUSTIS I would call attention to the similarity of the con('- 
tion of these settlers with settlers who took under railroads in Louis!- 
ana. 


feit- 
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vote againstany such provision of law. Here isa grant which 
2 i Government of the United States which was 
simply @ a donation, 
Government . : 
corporation a property of very great, if not immense, 
Up to the time that that grant was made by the Government of the 
United States to this railroad corporation that land belonged to the 
people of the United States, and any citizen of the United States un- 
der the laws of the United States had a right to enter upon that land 
and to acquire it under the pre-emption or homestead act, to take pos- 
session of that land, to establish his homestead, to build his house, to 
have a roof to cover his family, and to till that ground for the support 
of his family. That was the right which existed in behalf, I say, of 
every citizen of the United States. It was a curtailment of that right 
and a divestiture of that right for the Government of the United 
States to transfer that property to a railroad corporation. 

I am not going to discuss the question of the policy of land grants to 
railroads; but how was that grant made? It was made upon express 
and explicit conditions, and it was a grant that was defeasible by the 


non-fulfillment of those conditions which the grantor and the owner of 


that land had a right to impose and did impose. If the corporation 
has not fulfilled the conditions which it aceepted at the time that it 
grant, if the corporation for any reason whatsover did not 


made remained in suspense and were never and have never yet been 
fulfilled, om of law, as well as it would be clear in 
equity, that that to-day is in the same condition as though that 
grant had never been made. 

That grant has never been in operation; that grant has never trans- 
lated any property to that railroad company; there has never been any 
title aequired by that railroad company under that grant; and if that 
be so, the purport of the question which I addressed to the Senator 
from Oregon was why, if that grant has never been in operation, do you 
impose conditions upon the settlers who have gone there, not in viola- 
tion of law, but exercising a right underthe law? Why is it that you 
impose upon those settlers conditions as harsh as this is if the grant 
had been acquired by the fulfillment of the conditions contained in 
the grant? 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. The conditions are for the benefit of 


the settlers. 3 ; 
Mr. EUSTIS. That is a difference of opinion. I believe the condi- 
tion is in the interest of the railroad company, and that it is the inter- 


est of the railroad company to allow it to be known by a declaration of 


Congress that these lands can not be acquired at a less price than the 
railroad y sells lands at; and it isin order to maintain the value 
of its lands, in the interest of the railroad compan 

the rights of the settlers, in my humble judgment, that that provision 


—Se 

. MITCHELL, of I suggest to the Senator from Louisi- 
ana that in the absence of that provision the settler could only take 
under any of the land laws 160 acres, while under this provision he 

takes 320 acres. The provision is in the interest of the settler. 
Mr. EUSTIS. Iam speaking of the question of price. That same 
ition is made with reference to Vicksburg and Shreveport 
ilroad, in the State of Louisiana. There the condition was not com- 
plied with beeause the ten years had expired before the railroad was 
and yet that railroad company insists that the settlers shall 
an acre for land which in my humble judgment they have never 
earned and do not own, except by the sufferance and permission of Con- 


gress. 

What sort of a title is that which I hear so repeatedly deelared to be 
valid under the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
and under the of the Executive Department of the Government, 
that it is a legal title, a title that is vested, a title that concludes the 
world? I ask what sort of a title is that when the power of Congress 
to forfeit that title is recognized by the Supreme Court itself? So long 
as Congress has the jurisdiction and the power, which I understand to 
be conceded by the strongest personal or judicial advocates of railroad 
corporations in this land, that the power to forfeit does reside in Con- 
grees, that if Congress mado « grant of land upon condition that a rail- 


g 


should be built within ten years, if that condition was not com- 
plied with Congress can exercise the power of forfeiting and destroying 
that inchoate and conditional title and it to the Government 
of the United States, thereby the ri of the settlers, the 
poor who have settled upon these lands. It is, Mr. President, 
a and in their behalf that I participate in this diseus- 
Thad occasion at a previous session to declare most emphatically my 
opinion on this question. I believe it is one of the most infamous out- 
tages that has ever been perpetrated by a civilized government, that 
Congress having power to protect these poor settlers who are doing 
except comply with or offering to comply with the laws of the 

U States, whose little homes are worth to them as much as mill- 
ions are worth to the millionaire, who have spent years and years in 





y at the sacrifice of 







improving their poor estates, making their crops and providing shelter 


for their families, that this great Government legislates in the interest 


of these rich railroad corporations at the sacrifice of these poor and hon- 
est citizens in our land. 


Sir, Inever will vote for any bill to affirm or to ratify a railroad grant 
that ought to be forfeited unless it contains a provision and a clause to 


protect these settlers and to allow them to enjoy the same rights that 


they would have enjoyed if the grant had never been made. 
I desire to call the attention of the Senate and of the Committee on 
Public Lands to a very singular phase of this important question. I 


do it in order to direct their attention to the importance of action upon 


this question by Congress. 

Here is a power which resides in Congress to forfeit. That, I say, is 
a conceded power. It isnot disputed even by the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. No one, if the power exists, has a right to 
dictate to Congress when that power shall be exercisei. If that power 
exists and if that jurisdiction exists, it does not become impaired or de- 
bilitated or exhausted by any lapse of time, as I understand; and yet 
the Executive Department of the Government—and I do not state this 
with any spirit of criticism—can defeat that power, can nullify that 


jurisdiction, by issuing patents to the railroad companies although they 


may not have earned these grants. That is to say, it will be seen by 
the very able report of the Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Teller, in 1882 
and 1883, and the report of Mr. Lamar, that the attention of Congress 
has been directed to this question, and they have not only asked but im- 
plored Congress to act definitively upon the question of these grants and 
of protecting the rights of the settlers, but they intimate that unless 
Congress does act the Executive Department of the Government will be 
called upon to act, and the Executive Department of the Government 
may issue patents to a railroad corporation which possibly in the opinion 
of Congress has never earned the grant. 

Who are the class of people interested in this important question? 
They are a poor class of people, people who do not perhaps have as 
strong @ voice as they ought to have in the halls of legislation; but they 
are aclass of people who are to-day living in a condition of anxiety and 
trepidation that is perfectly appalling and distressing. I have received 
many letters upon this question from the settlers, and from the condi- 
tion of the question I have not been able to give them a satisfactory 
answer. Therefore, I hope the Committee on Public Lands at an early 
day will bring in a bill to determine the rights of corporations under 
these grants and to protect the settlers on the public lands. 

TAXATION OF RAILROAD-GRANT LANDS. 

The PRESIDENT proiempore. The hourof 20’clock having arrived, 
the unfinished business of yesterday will be laid before the Senate. 

The CHleEF CLERK. A bill (S. 1812) to provide for taxation of rail- 
road-grant lands, and for other purposes. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4838) to abolish cer- 
tain fees for official services to American vessels, and to amend the laws 
relating to shipping commissioners, seamen, and owners of vessels, 
and for other purposes. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNER. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the enrolled bill (H. R. 7167) for the relief of Mrs. Maria Hunter; and 
it was thereupon signed by the President pro tempore. 


THE SHIPPING LAWS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the action of the 
House agreeing to the conference report on House bill 4838. 

Mr. MILLER. On the part of the conferees of the Senate I present 
the report of the committee of conference and ask that it may be now 
considered. 


The report was read, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
theamendments of the Senate to the bil! (H. R. 4838) “ to abolish certain fees for 
official services to American vessels, and to amend the laws relating to shipping 
commissioners, seamen, and owners of vessels, and for other purposes,” having 
met, after full and; free conference have agreed to recommend and do recom- 
mend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendment numbered 8. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate 
numbered 5, 24, and 26, and agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 3: That the Senate recede from its amendment strik- 
ing out section numbered 3, and agree in lieu thereof to insert the following: 

“Sec. 3. That section 10 of the act entitled ‘An act to remove certain bur- 
dens on the American merchant marine and «acourage the American foreign 
carrying trade, and for other purposes,’ approved June 26, 1854, be amended by 
striking out the words ‘ That it shall be lawful for any seaman to stipulate in his 
shipping agreement for an allotment of any portion of the wages which he may 
earn to his wife, mother, or other relative, but to no other person or corporation,’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof the following: ‘That it shall be lawful for any sea- 
man to stipulate in his shipping agreement for an allotment of all or any por- 
tion of the wages which he may earn to his wife, mother, or other relative, orto 
an original creditor in liquidation of any just debt for board or clothing which 

may have contracted prior to engagement, not exceeding $10 per month for 
each month of the time usually required for the voyage for which the seaman 
has shipped under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may pre- 
scribe, but no allotment to any other person or corporation shall be lawful,’ 
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And said section 10 is further amended by striking out all of the last paragraph 
after the words ‘ vessels of the United States,’ and inserting in lieu of such 
words stricken out tlhe following: ‘And any master, owner, consignee, or agent 
of any foreign vessel who has violated this section shall be liable to the same 
penalty that the master, owner, or agent of a vessel of the United States would 
be for a similar violation.’ ”’ 

And the House agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 22: That the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate numbered 22, and agree to the following new sec- 
tion in lieu thereof: 

“Sec. 14. Thatsection 4418 0f the Revised Statutes is hereby amended by strik- 
ing out from the nineteenth and following lines thereof the words “ and, to in- 
dicate the pressure of steam, suitable steam-registers that will correctly record 
each excess of steam carried above the prescribed limit, and the highest point 
attained ;" and inserting in lieu thereof the following: “and suitable steam- 
gauges to indicate the pressure of steam.” 

And the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 23: That the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate numbered 23, and agree to the same with an 
amendment, as follows: Strike out the words “* the edition of 1875 and,” and in- 
sertin lieu thereof the following: ‘As the sections of title 33 are numbered in 
‘An act to reduce internal-revenue taxation and for other purposes,’ approved 
March 3, 1883,” and the provisions; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 25: That the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate numbered 25, and agree to the same with an 
amendment, as follows: * Strike out the word ‘the,’ after the word ‘ suspend- 
ing,’ and before the word ‘concessions,’ and insert in lieu thereof the word 
‘such ;’” and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered —: That the Senate recede from its several amend- 
ments changing the numbering of sections and agree to the numbers proposed by 
the House; and that the Senate further recede from its votes numbering the 
last five sections and substitute tho numbers in order; and the House agree to 


the samc. 

WARNER MILLER, 
J.N. DOLPH, 
G. G. VEST, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 
NELSON DINGLEY, Jr., 
P. DUNN, 
BENTON McMILLIN, 

Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. MILLER. The managers on the part of the Senate have pre- 
pared a statement in writing as to the result of the conference. I do 
not think it necessary to have it read, but ask thatit goin the Recorp. 
The bill is substantially as it passed the Senate, and therefore I move 
that the Senate concur in the report of the committee of conference. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The paper referred to will be printed 
in the REcorD. 

The paper is as follows: 


The managers on the part of the Senate of the conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses upon the Senate amendments to the bill of the House 
(H. R. 4838) ‘to abolish certain fees for official services to American vessels, and 
to amend the laws relating to shipping commissioners, seamen, and owners of 
vessels,and for other pur ” submit the following. written statement in 
explanation of the effect of the action herein recommended on each amendment 
in the accompanying conference report : 

Amendment numbered 8 modifies the tenth section of the shipping act of 
1884, which prohibited the nee of advance wages to seamen so as to allow 
a seaman to allot,in his shipping t, wages not earned to an amount 
not exceeding $10 for each month of the time usually occupied in the voyage 
for which the seaman has shipped, to an original creditor in payment of an 
just debt for board and clothing previously incurred—this allotment to be in ad- 
= to that which the seaman is now permitted to make to his wife or other 
relative. 

Amendment numbered 5 extends the limited-liability rule to canal-boats, 
barges, and lighters, thus making the rule apply to all vessels on inland waters 


as well as on the ocean and es. 
Amendment 8 adopts section 7 of the bill as passed by the House, by which a 
subjected to a fine in- 


vessel of the United States without the usual papers 
stead of forfeiture. 

Amendment 22 repeals so much of section 4418 of the Revised Statutes as re- 
quires steam-vessels to be provided with patent automatic steam registers that 
will record the pressure of steam, and substitutes therefor a provision requiring 
only the ordinary steam register. 

Amendment 23 gives to whaling and fishing vessels of the United States the 
benefits of the provisions of sections 2510 and 2511 of the Revised Statutes, as 
numbered in the tariff act of 1883, and of the provisions of section 16 of the ship- 
ping act of 1884, 

Amendment 24 provides that rule 12 of section 4233 of the Revised Statutes 
shall not be construed to require row-boats and skiffs on the River St. Lawrence 
to carry lights. 

Amendment 25 authorizes the President to withdraw commercial privileges 
in our ports from the vessels of any foreign country to the extent that such 
privileges are denied to the vessels of the United States in the ports of such for- 
eign country. This section anoly extends the authority given the President 
by the act of 1823, which covers only discriminating Sanne one FS 80 as to 
cover cases where vessels of the United States are di against as to 
commercial privileges. 

Amendment 26 provides that the United States shall allow steamships the 
regular steerage-passenger rate, not to 2 cents per mile, for the trans- 
portation home of shipwrecked American seamen in cases where such steam- 
ships are required by law to transport such seamen at the expense of the Gov- 
ernment; and also exempts oo from the obligation to receive and 
transport seamen having a contagious disease. 

WARNER MILLER, 
G. G. VEST 


J. N. DOLPH, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on adopting the re- 
port. 
The report was concurred in. 


DEATH OF SENATOR JOHN F. MILLER. 
Mr.STANFORD. Mr, President, in accordance with the noticegiven 
some time ago that on this day I would move certain in ref- 


resolutions 
erence to my late colleague, JomNn F. MILLER, I beg to offer resolutions. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The soatellea will be read. 


May 27, 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with patent sorrow ofthe death of Jon. 
F. MuLuer, late a Senator from the State of California. — 
Resolved, That as a mark of res to the memory of the deceased tho }, 
ness of the Senate be now suspended to enable his associates to pay proper t,., 
ute of regard to his high character and distinguished public services. od 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resol 11 iv, 
the House of Representatives. 2 

The resolutions were to unanimously. 

Mr. STANFORD. Mr. President, the Senate is asked this afternoon 
tosuspend its regular business in order that the last tributes to the nen). 
ory of Senator JouHN F. MILLER can be paid by his former associates o/ 
this body. : 

The character and public services of the distinguished deceased aro 
deserving of public and official recognition. The people of Californiy 
have already performed this office. The expressions voiced by them 
have been that the nation has lost + worthy, faithful, and devoted 
servant, an exemplary citizen, and an honored Senator. 

On the afternoon of the 8th of March, Senator MILLER passed from 
mortal life after a long and painful illness. We had been led to be- 
lieve and had hoped that he would beableto attend this session of the 
Senate. When he came to this city, in December last, from his dis. 
tant home in California, he had strong hopes of resuming his official 
duties, but it was ordered otherwise. During his illness I frequently 
saw him and found him always hopeful for the best and extremely de. 
sirous of resuming his Senatorial labors. As the winter closed he 
thought that with the incoming ofspring he would gain strength enough 
to resist the ravages of his disease for a short time, even if he did not 
permanently regain his full health. At one time it seemed as if his 
a power and strength would be sufficient, but his strength failed 

im. ° 

He passed into the other world surrounded by those most dear to him 
on this earth. 

General MILLER was descended from two of the most respected fam- 
ilies of Virginia, and was of Swiss-Scotch extraction, his progenitor 
on his father’s side having left Switzerland to find in America what 
was denied him in the land of his birth—the freedom to worship God 
in accordance with the dictates of his own conscience; while his pater- 
nal grandmother’s family were from Scotland. In the first decade of 
the a century his grandfather and father, who were then located 
in Franklin County, Virginia, decided on leaving that State, and be- 
fore doing so manumitted theirslaves. It may be easily supposed that 
the appreciation of liberty and the rights of man possessed by 
JOHN F. came to him as a natural heritage from a father and 

ther whose sense of justice and liberty was so great as to impel 
them to make a voluntary sacrifice at a time when slavery was by 
many held to be lawful and right. 

Having started out from Virginia, the first halting place of the Miller 
family was at a point in Kentucky on the Ohio River, near Maysville, 
where, after a short stay, they built flatboats upon which they floated 
down the Ohio to the present site of Cincinnati. Subsequently the 
family home was chosen in Union County, Indiana, near Indian Creek, 
in the great Miami Valley. 

By a coincidence, the maternal branch of JoHN F. MILLER’s family 
was of the same name asthe paternal. His mother’s father, John Mil- 
ler, was a co ing volunteer forces in Indiana and Ohio 
during the war of 1812, and won an extensive reputation for his suc- 
| warfare against the British and their Indian allies. His father 
was a man of great force of character, a natural leader, and exercised a 
wide and powerful influence in the State of his adoption. Here, in 
Union County, Indiana, a few miles from Cincinnati, JoHN F. MILLer 
was born. A short time after his birth the family removed to South 
Bend, where his early days were passed. He received an academical 
education at South and at Chicago was fitted for college; but 
preferring to embark as soon as possible upon his life career he chose to 
enter at once upon the study of the law, in which he graduated at the 
New York State Law School at the age of twenty-one. He began the 
practice of the law at South Bend in the same year, achieving carly 


iS lo 


success. In the 1853 he first came to California, and, locating at 
Napa, resumed practice of his profession with marked success. In 
the winter of 1855-’56 he was summoned back to Indiana by the news 


y this wasa mistake, and 
py, and highly honored. 
She passed away last fall at the matare age seventy-four. 
Mr. ap i re-engaging in the prac- 
tice of law, and 1861 found him a member of the senate of thst State. 
Of their 


who passed away in San Francisco in 1878 at the age of seven year's. 
Mr. MILLER was one of the first to respond in behalf of the U sion 
at the breaking out of the rebellion. Governor Morton, the great war 
of eee a on colonel of the ene - 
Infantry, i seat in the Legislature of the St: e. 
Few men are better for a soldier’s career than was JOHN F. 
Mitter. He had a cool head, great personal bravery, and indomita- 
ble p i nae Snes Castes Wend ge So ene a successful 
soldier. As the conflict progressed, promotion for ‘‘conspicu- 


i 
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ous bravery’ was given him, and the close of the war found him brig- 
adier and brevet major-general. On his return to Indiana, Governor 
Morton presented him a sword which he had promised the soldier of 
the State who distinguished himself the most and reflected the greatest 
credit on his State and country. The details of his honorable military 
career may well be left to his comrades in arms, several of whom are 
members of this body. : 

When the sound of the conflict had passed away, General MILLER 
was offered a commission as colonel in the regular Army, but he de- 
clined it. He was a soldier only because there was a war, and preferred 
to return to the more active, and to him more desirable, competition of 


professional and political life. He returned a second time to California, 
and President Jo! offered him the position of collector of the port 
of San Francisco. He accepted and performed the duties of that im- 


portant office for four years with great credit. He surrendered the office 
at the end of his term, declining a reappointment. After that he took 
an active interest in the management of the Alaska Commercial Com- 
pany; was a candidate for Presidential elector in 1872, 1876, and 1880, 
and his election to the United States Senate followed in 1881. He teok 
his seat in this body March 4 of that year. The responsible duties of 
this position he discharged in such a manner as to satisfy his constituents 
and secure the respect and esteem of his brother Senators. 

At noon on Saturday, March 13, there were held in this Chamber im- 
pressive funeral ceremonies in his honor, in the presence of the Presi- 
dent, the members of the Senate and House of Representatives, the 
Supreme Court of the United States, the diplomatic representatives of 
foreign countries, members of the Loyal League and other organiza- 
tions. Every available place in both Chamber and galleries was filled. 
At the conelusion of the ceremonies the remains were escorted by mem- 
bers of this body, accompanied by a committee from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to the depot, whence later in the evening the committee 
appointed by this body and the House of Representatives accompanied 
them to San Francisco, where; on March 21, funeral ceremonies again 
took place in the presence of an immense concourse of his sorrowing 
fellow-citizens. 

On the occasion of the funeral there, Rev. Dr. Beers, of the Episcopal 
church, said of the deceased: 


This is one of those rare occasions when truth is eulogy and the language of 
not outmeasure the wey meed of appreciation due to high per- 
character, large and well-applied endowments, and great public service. 
This is proved, in the present case, by the widespread shock caused by the death 
of Senator MILLER and the univ sorrow experienced at a loss not soon or 
casily If human sympathy can ever avail to alleviate the pangs of 
bereavement, these mourning ones may remember that they are 
encireled with the heartfelt and ee eysepethy of a whole people, and that 
the tears of a community, a State, and a nation mingle with those they shed. 
Though called away in the meridian of life, our friend lived long enough to out- 
step bounds of iocal and recognition, and to become a conspicuous fig- 
ure on the stage of national actiyities..* * * His achievements as a soldier 
receded his career in civil life. His en mens, eae daring in battle 
from his and superiors. 
ways, official and personal, his 
of life and duty. He “adorned the 
” and was a good soldier of Christ, and 
when words were no more possible by gesture that his faith did not fail 
or falter. And so, full of honors, but not of years, with all earthly ministries that 
Scar ieel alte abtetiinee Gt wank, ant wike inteenae ee ined me 
a an e uence—our frien 
passed a , leaving those who survive the priceless heritage of an example as 
as is ible to the frailty of man. Senator MILLER died a 
martyr to . What the bullets of Stone River and Liberty Gap failed to do, 
unmeasured ication to the most and work assigned him ac- 
com, so the stateliness of earth—soldier, Senator, citizen, Christian— 
a modern pean away without fear and without reproach. ‘ Blessed 
are ee =o e in the Lord, for they rest from their labors, and their works 
Ww 


These sentiments, so beautifully expressed, find a cordial indorse- 
ment from all who knew him as a private citizen, a legislator in Indi- 
ana, a soldier of the nation, and a Senator from California. 

MILLER’s life was a success. The work he undertook he 
whether in camp, in commerce, or in Congress. He gained 
on every side and in every path of duty in] which he 
walked. His ee ee earnest, able, and logical reason- 
were recognized in this ber. He took an active interest in 
verything ‘that looked to the welfare of his State, his y, and his 
country. He wasa ive man and a warm friend. In politics 

was a Republican and a partisan, and never sought to conceal it. 
ae that ‘‘ he who serves neni — serves his party 
i ight to place his name, 
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as citizen, high among those who are worthy ex- 
amples for their countrymen to admire and imitate. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I must beg permission to pay my 
heartfelt tribute to the memory of our late associate and our always 


I did not have the pleasure of knowing him during his most honor- 

career in the Army of the United States in the 
ite destiny but all that history tells of it, all that his 
surviving comrades tel it, all that his then foes but now friends tell 
of it, in showing how brave and wise and prudent a soldier he 
I have to say rather what I have known of him here in this 





ee 


Chamber, and what I have known of him as a friend and neighbor in 
our associations during our stay in this city. 

It was my pleasure and privilege to be for a long time his associate 
as a member of the Committee on Foreign Relations, of which he was 
the chairman—a committee, as you know, Mr. President, and as all the 
Senators know, that often has to do with questions not only of great 
practical importance but of extremedelicacy. Senator MILLER brought 
to that duty, coming as he did from the field of business, of politics, 
and of war, and not from a career of previous diplomatic experience or 
instruction, a tact, and a quality of suiting things to each other, and of 
harmonizing difficulties so far as consistent with truth and justice and 
national honor which would have done credit to any man who had 
spent his whole life in the training of diplomatic and international in- 
tercourse, 

Never excited, never astray, patient, persistent in that as he was in 
his previous career in the Army, he contributed as much certainly 
if not more than any other member of that committee or any other 
member of the Senate to the satisfactory progress and adjustment of 
the affairs that were intrusted to that committee, which as you know is 
so often and so necessarily in conference with the Executive and his 
Secretary of State respecting a great many affairs that are never even 
brought to the attention of the whole body of the Senate. 

So I can say of him witha truthand a eulogy that is not exaggerated, 
that in that most delicate and conspicuous and responsible position he 
was & man equal to the responsibilities of the place. 

His career here we all know, in the public legislation and operations 
of this body—never a frequent speaker, never a long speaker when he 
liad occasion to address the Senate, but always the man of thought, the 
man of attention, the man of industry, the man of practical sagacity, 
who brought to the solution of every question, whether legislative or ex- 
ecutive, the patient and persistent energy and intelligence that should 
produce for his country and for his State the best results. 

I think such an American citizen is a model for us all, is an inspiration 
to all who are to follow us here, or who are to perform the equally im- 
portant duties of American citizens in their respective spheres. 

But, Mr. President, outside of this Chamber and in the intercourse 
of social and friendly life—that intercourse which gives nearly all the 
sweetness and happiness and hope that there is in the somewhat weary 
ways we travel—I think Mr. MILLER was peculiar in the circumstance 
that with this positiveness of character, this persistence of energy, this 
solidity of opinion, which did not yield except for good reason, the 
social and the private side of his character was as sweet and gentle as 
that of a woman. I knew him well, and with a sincere sensibility 
I pay this tribute to that part of his life that was not seen in this 
Chamber. 

I saw him often during the distressing hours of his last days. In 
all the pain and misery that his mortal disease gave to him there was 
the same steadfast calmness of persistent patience that had exhibited 
itself on the active side of his life. With no murmuring, no grief, no 
sorrow except that natural one of leaving behind him those he loved, 
he faced the door that opens to that mysterious land we all hope to see, 
and greeted with a happy hope, Iam sure, when the door at last opened, 
that spacious sunshine far from pain to which he felt and knew he was 
so soon to go. 

I lay upon his grave the tribute of my most affectionate remembrance. 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, the distinguished soldier and civil- 
ian whose death we mourn and whose memory we cherish won and 
wore in his lifetime, and in full and abundant measure, the honors of 
two great States, far distant from each other. Fifty-five years ago in 
the beautiful valley of the Whitewater, in Eastern Indiana, Jon F. 
MILLER was born. He grew to manhood’s bright estate and equipped 
himself for his brilliant career under the favorable and progressive in- 
fluences of his native State. He first appeared in connection with pub- 
lic affairs as a member of the Indiana State senate from Saint Joseph 
County in 1860. He was then twenty-nine years of age, handsome in 
face and person and attractive in manner. Those who saw him then 
could best appreciate when they met him in after years the changes 
wrought by wounds, suffering, and time. He remained but a short 
time in the civil service of Indiana. The ill-omened roar of artillery 
at Sumter in April, 1861, startled men from the repose of peace and 
inflamed their blood for battle as no other opening act of war ever did 
in the history of nations. 

The people of the North and of the South instinctively knew the 
desperate and fatal meaning of those dread echoes, and they simulta- 
neously sprang to arms for that irrepressible conflict which in the high 
councils of Almighty God was decreed to be settled by the sword. In 
that first rush to the field General MILLER was among the foremost. 
He resigned his seat as a member of the senate in the Indiana Legisla- 
ture and took command as colonel of the Twenty-ninth Regiment of 
Indiana Volunteers. From that day until the war closed he appeared 
at all times and under all circumstances as the highest and best type 
of an American soldier. Two hundred thousand of the youth and 
flower of Indiana took their part in the harvest of death from the Po- 
tomac to the Gulf and to the ensanguined plains beyond the Mississippi. 
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Their record is brilliant and conspicuous for courage and endurance 
wherever the flag was planted. 

But in all the bright array of Indiana soldiers no name has a prouder 
place or does more honor to the history of his native State than that of 
JouN F. MILLER. I need not detail his military services. They are 
preserved in the annals of his country and cherished in the hearts of 
his countrymen. He was brevetted a major-general for conspicuous 
courage in battle, and merited, and should have received, a major- 
general’s commission and fall rank. The future impartial historian 
will notice and record the fact that the military officers of Indiana dur- 
ing the great conflict between the sections did not, as a rule, receive 
such promotion and advancement to high rank and command as their 
abilities and services demanded. With material in the field equal to 
any from Ohio, Illinois, or any other State, yet the just claims of hard- 
fighting colonels and brigadiers from Indiana were but sparingly rec- 
ognized by promotior. This, however, is not the time nor the occasion 
to assign the reason for the fact I have stated. 

With the return of peace General MILLER sought the Pacific coast, 
and made his home in that wonderful State, whose discovery, develop- 
ment, and wealth have flashed upon the world more like a bewildering 
romance than a stupenduous reality in human history. In the midst 
of the strong and pushing people of that remarkable Commonwealth, 
where ‘‘the survival of the fittest’ is a practical daily law and not a 
mere speculative theory, General MILLER went to the front and there 
maintained himself. Indiana may be pardoned for her interest and 
pride in her sons in distant States. It is a somewhatsingular circum- 
stance that when he entered this body he succeeded the accomplished 
and eloquent Booth, aiso a native of Indiana. 

As a Senator, moving here in the midst of his associates, General 
MILLER was admired, res , and beloved. His abilities were of a 
high order, and he brought to the discharge of his duties the habits 
and methods of a trained and cultivated mind. His demeanor was full 
of quiet, dignified courtesy toward all. He was always a gentleman. 
General MILLER had been for many yearsan intense sufferer, and there 
is no doubt that his life was shortened by the shock and severity of his 
wounds. In the ordinary course of nature, and by reason of a strong 
physical constitution, death should long have spared him to his family, 
his friends, and his country. But though prematurely called he met 
the great inevitable change with the firmness and the faith of a soldier 
and a Christian. Sir, how thick and fast come the warnings to us all 
that this earth is not our abiding home; that our lives are as fleeting 
shadows—a moment here on the shore of time, then launched forever 
on the illimitable ocean of eternity. On every hand, and ing time 
with the days and almost with the hours, our friends and co: es de- 
part, recede from our longing embrace, and disappear from our tearful 
gaze. How empty and vain appear all the honors of this world at such 
a time, and how pitiful the conflicts and asperities of human ambition! 

Sir, it seems but yesterday when General MILLER walked and thought 
and toiled in our midst, but we shall see him no more amongst living 
men. On the far-off Pacific coast all of him that was mortal will re- 
pose forever. Indiana joins California as a mourner for the honored 
dead, and lays an evergreen garland of gratitude for his services, and 
affection for his memory on his grave. 


Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, in the death of Joun F. Mruxr, of 
California, a loss to the country has been sustained the full extent of 
which can now only be realized by those whose good fortune it was to 
know him intimately. He had arrived at that position in life when, 
having conquered the difficulties which confront youth at the begin- 
ning of its career, he was ready to enter upon a field of broad useful- 
ness, in which he would have earned a brilliant and lasting place in the 
national annals of his period. But he was fated to be likea gallant gen- 
eral who, after having carried the ramparts of an enemy’s works, is 
stricken down upon the very threshold of well-earned victory. In this 
Chamber, where he was known and honored, the. sentiment that his 
death was untimely is general and deeply rooted. 

The parents of the late Senator MILLER were, originally, citizens of 
the State of Virginia, whence they emi to Indiana at a time 
when the latter was considered fairly entitled to be designated as the 
Far West. In this new State, which, in reference to its then recent 
admission to the Union, may be said to have been still in its teens, 
JouN F, MILLER was born, in the year 1831. His youth was passed 
amid those frontier scenes which have developed some of the strongest 
characters of American history. At an early age he evinced an un- 
equivocal aptitude for books; and his parents, resolving to give him 
all of the limited advantages of an education then accessible to the 


tained such preliminary education as it was possible to furnish. At 
the age of eighteen he the study of Jaw, and in the year 1852 
graduated with much t from the New York State Law School, to 
which he had gone to avail himself of its course. Returning to his 
home in Indiana he began the of law, but soon being seized 
with the California fever, then developed, he the 
concourse of people who were flocking to the new El Dorado. 

Pursuing the practice of law for a few years on the Pacific coast, he 
turned again to the home of his youth, resolving to spend the remainder 
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of his days among the friends who loved him so well. In the year | 34; ) 
he was elected to membership in the Indiana State senate, but upon 
the inauguration of the rebellion, being then only thirty years of ay, 

he entered the Union Army, and wasat once made colonel of the Twenty. 
ninth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers. Evincing military ability oj 
high grade, he was soon placed in command of a brigade, and served 4+ 
different periods under Generals Sherman, Rosecrans, and Thomas. 

At the battle of Stone River General MILLER exhibited this a})i\\;, 
in a very conspicuous manner. Two days before this engagement jio 
had been painfully wounded and was still suffering acutely from t), 
effects of the wound. Having been ordered to the support of Genera! 
Crittenden’s corps at Stone River, he took position with his brigad, 
upon the left of the railroad in an open field, and near the bank of the 
stream. About 4 0’clock in the afternoon a furious attack was made 
by the enemy upon General Beatty’s or Van Cleve’s division, which 
was then across the river. The latter was compelled to retreat to the 
other side again through General MILLER’s lines. Theenemy had {o|- 
lowed the retiring Unionist, and were now upon the opposite bank di- 
rectly facing General MILLER’s brigade. 

A spirited action at once took place between the two bodies of t: ops 
across the stream. Under the dreadful fire of General MILLER’s force 
the enemy began to waver and then to fall back. General MILLep. 
perceiving his advantage, determined to follow it, and gave orders for 
an immediate advance. At this moment an order came to him /rom a 
general officer, not his immediate commander, to desist from the at- 
tempt to cross the river. With the self-reliance marking independent 
natures General MiLLer dashed across the river with his troops, the 
enemy flying befure him in order to gain the cover of the batteries in 
his rear. On went the Unionist under the lead of the gallant MILirx 
Nothing could withstand their intrepidity. A charge was made upon 
a battery of four guns, with the fire of the pieces fairly blazing in 
the faces of the attacking party. A hand-to-hand conflict took place; 
the battery was captured, and with it the colors of the regiment serv- 
ing it. 

The movement of General MILLER was perilous in the extreme; but 
the importance of the result obtained fully justified the daring attempt. 
The check received by the enemy through General MILLER’s audacious 
bravery undoubtedly contributed as much if not more than any other 
thing in turning the tide in favor of our troops at this battle and pre- 
vented the enemy from occupying the heights overlooking Stone River. 

He was severely wounded at Liberty Creek, andafterward commanded 
a large force at the battle of Nashville, where he gained great distinc- 
tion. 

These incidents are selected from the military career of General Mi.- 
LER in order to illustrate the strong character and ardent patriotism of 
the man whose loss we have so recently been called upon to mourn. 

With no previous military education he entered the Union Army at 
the beginning of the war, and simply through force of his marked per- 
sonal characteristics, backed by the fitness for arms which the life of 1 
free-born American citizen is so well calculated to create, he left tho 
Army at the termination of the conflict with the rank of a brevet major- 


eral. 

e The military career of the lamented Mr~LeR furnishes another in- 
teresting example of the resources of the United States when forced to 
the dread alternative of war. Fortunately the country has not often 
been called to accept this alternative during the course of its peaceful 
history; but old the most warlike of nations, and old Mexico, 
the most powerfiil of the Hispano-American republics, have alike had 
cause to marvel at the militarystrength of our country, almost without 
an army or a military establishment and traditionally devoted to a 
career of peace. 

The concealed military power of the United States, if I may so ex- 
press it, has been remarkable and an unpleasant development to al! o/ 
the nations of the world whose sovereigns have been accustomed for so 
long a period to regard a standing army as the only true measure 0! the 
power of the people. Such a spectacle as the American volunteer s0|- 
ee nr a een, aa 

Behold a man, quietly following his peaceful avocation, surrounde 
by family and friends, and with no thoughts saveéhose connected wit!) 
the routine of an unostentatious life and the faithful fulfillment of tle 
obligations of citizenship. Sixty million people every day, in this broad 
<aicamuah to thecall of such peaceful dutiesand the rou 
of such an uneventful life. Not a banner, nor a military trapping, »0' 
the beat of a drum can be seen or heard to break the even tenor of 11- 
dustrial and domestic pursuit. Buthark! Theshrill note of the bugle 
has broken the stillnessof theair. Look again, and behold a marvelous 
transformation! The quiet man, who mayhap was clad in homesp 
vestments and in following the slow course of a plow over 4 
forbidding field, has vanished; and there now stands in his place a gr”) 
soldier, attired in the uniform of his regiment and examining the dead! y 
qualities of his rifle. The air is filled with martial music, and the roa(s 
and streets resound to the tramp of the American volunteers as they 4° 
forth to certain triumph. The ringing of the steel; the even tread 0! 
moving regiments; the clatter of horses’ feet; the of artillery 
wheels; the swelling strains of the meget am ers; the 


of an army 
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sprung into martial completeness with the suddenness of the 

Nath of Mieerva from the brain of Joye. 
This is ne strained figure of a patriotic imagination. An actual fact 
is represented, which has upon more than one occasion 
the utter disparity between a merely hired soldiery and an army of 


freemen, moving with all the elements of successful war to the defense 
of their prinei their homes, and their cherished institutions. 


It is safe to say that no foreign power can subdue a nation thus de- 
fended; and so long as the free spirit of American institutions is pre- 
served untainted and untrammeled, so long as the people continue to 
feel that they are the sovereigns and the directors of the Government 
of the United States, so long will that Government continue invincible 
to the attacks of enemies, whether they be foreign or domestic. 

At the termination of the late war General MILLER found himself still 
suffering from the effects of wounds received during the cours: of his 
honorable service. One of these was of.such a nature as to induce the 
diseased action which ultimately put a premature end to his useful life. 

In the year 1866 General MILLER was appointed collector for the port 
of San Francisco, and this appointment led to his permanent removal 
te the Pacific coast. Of energetic character, he believed that his field 
of activity would be enlarged in a section of country still needing strong 
arms, broad minds, and courageous hearts for its permanent develop- 
ment. From the date of his arrival General MILLER became a promi- 
nent man upon our Western coast, both in its industrial and political 

His official administration won for him the good-will of all 
parties and classes, guided as he ever was by the strict principles of 
honor and justice. 

His efforts, however, were not limited to the mere perfunctory dis- 
charge of the duties of his Federal office. At all times and at all 
seasons he was ready to aid with his influence and his means every 
feasible plan for the unfolding of the industrial and social interests 
of the Pacific slope. Firmly believing with the quaint writer, Swift, 
that ‘‘ whoever could make two ears of corn or two blades of grass to 
grow upon a spot of ground where only one grew before would deserve 
better of mankind and do more essential service to his country than the 
whole race of politicians put together,’’ he sought to call into develop- 
ment previously unknown elements of wealth; and when finally freed 
from the cares and restraints of office he hecame the leading spirit of a 
business enterprise that has largely added to the wealth and commer- 
cial interests of our whole country. 

But a man of such activity and of such large capability could not re- 
main unsought to aid in the political interests of his party. In 1872, 
in 1876, and in 1880 he cecupied a place upon the California Republi- 
can electoral ticket. In 1879 he waselected by a handsome vote to be 
a member of the convention to forma State constitution. In 1881 he 
was selected by the California Legislature te represent that State in 
this body, and his service in the capacity of Senator dates from the 4th 
of March of that year, when he took the oath of office. From that 
time to the date of his death his colleagues here became familiar with 
the man whose career, i bristling with usefulness, was 
now about to yield its fullest fruition. An active worker, a far-seeing 


counselor, a genial friend, a magnanimous opponent—oue and all came 
to respect and love him for his strong mind, his manly worth, and his 


gentle qualities of heart. 

During the five years that he held membership in this body Senator 
MILLER was a silent sufferer from the wound he had received in the 
defense of his country; and it was this suffering alone that prevented 
him from filling the sphere of activity offered by his national character 
as fully as he certainly otherwise would have done. 

The progress of his malady at length began to demonstrate that the 
career of our colleague was doomed to suffer untimely abridgment, 


i 


The bud bit with an envious worm, 
Eve he can spread his sweet leaves to the air, 
Or dedicate his beauty to the sun. 


Suddenly, upon an inhospitableday, when the very elements seemed 
hang wi of sorrow, the frost came and with ruthless touch 


withered a life that held within its clasp probabilities extending far 
beyond the limits of any ordinary career. 


MILLER was a true type of the American freeman, of manly 
strong of mind, with quick perception, and rapidity of decision; 
ith iron courage, and a gentle nature, that melted enmity into friend- 
and oma into compliance, he was a marked man among his 
cele was at home among the humble, and always a peer of 


His life was fall of promise, and his sudden death was rounded by 
disappointment. The life was instructive, and the death 

to his friends. 
are here te render a tribute of appreciation and of sorrow in 
presence of a calamity which extends beyond the limits of the family 
threshold and invades the circle of the national interest. We are here to 
drop the tear of sympathy, and to pronounce the encomium, ‘‘ Well done, 
thou good and fai servant.’ In bewailing our colleague’s loss 
of all. 


all. 
loftiest 
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be unmind ful of the cireumstance that death is the common 


ag 2g ya life’s great stage is worthy of 
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But the time comes when, standing in presence 
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of such a catastrophe as we are now contemplating, we are profoundly 
impressed by the reminder of the immortal dramatist: 


Our revels now are ended. These our actors 
As I foretold you, were all spirits, and 

Are melted into air, into thin air; 

And, like the baseless fabric of this vision, 
The cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve 

And, like this insubstantial pageant faded 
Leave nota rack behind. We are such stuff 
As dreams are made of, and our little life 

Is rounded with a sleep. 

Departed colleague, sleep on! thou hast earned thy rest, and thy 
country is better that thou has lived. The nation mourns thee and 
thy friends bewail thee; but having passed the portals of the mysteri- 
ous realm, they would not call thee back. Thy werk belongs to thy 
country and thy rest to thee. To thy colleagues is left the remem- 
branee of thy gentle spirit; but to them also is given the exquisite pain 
of pronouncing the most terrible of all words: 

Farewell! 
For in that word—that fatal word—howe’er 
We promise, hope, believe—there breathes despair. 

Mr. FAIR. Mr. President, in the brief time that I shall occupy 
the attention of the Senate I will be unable to give a fitting tribute to 
the life and services of Senator MILLER. I can not, however, allow 
this oceasion to pass without giving expression to the feelings of re- 
spect and admiration I have for his memory. 

It was my good fortune foranumber of years toknow Senator MILLER 
well, and we became warm friends. His death, therefore, to me was 
not simply the passing away of a distinguished citizen, but was a per- 
sonal bereavement. 

JOHN F. MILLER has passed away at theage of fifty-five years. How 
much of effort, achievement, yea, of suffering, have been crowded into 
that short period of time. 

Mr. President, the career of this man may well be pointed to as an 
example and incentive for the rising generation of the Republic. Few 
men of our time have filled as he has, with heaping measure, the re- 
quirements of every public and private station. With the true ambi- 
tion for success and fame, he early fitted himself for the great intel- 
lectual struggle of life. 

Entering upon the practice of law in his native State of Indiana, he 
soon conceived the idea of establishing himself in California, whither 
he went and remained for a period of three years. He then decided te 
return to Indiana, where he was soon chosen to the honorable position 
of State senator. He occupied this position at the time that the open- 
ing of our great civil war startled the country. Resigning his duties 
asa legislator heentered with patriotic enthusiasm into the great strug- 
gle for the Union and led to the field a regiment of infantry. 

I will not descant at length upon his military career; but it is well 
known that in this field of endeavor he displayed those noble traits of 
character—coolness, courage, and resources—which in time of war make 
heroes of men. 

At the great three days’ battle of Stone River it fell to his lot to 
occupy the key of the position. With the true military instinef he 
took in the situation, and without orders he made an assault which 
opened the way to victory, and in this terrible struggle he received the 
wound from which he suffered so much and which no doubt finally 
contributed to his death. This, however, did not end his military 
eareer. At Nashville he was intrusted with a larger command, and 
with conspicuous gallantry aided in the overthrow of Hood’s army. 

Successful in war, it was left to him to be equally successful in peace. 
Again becoming a citizen of California, he was chosen to conspicuous 
and responsible positions under the national and State governments, and 
was finally chosen to represent that great State in this Chamber. Here 
his ability received a fitting recognition when he was placed at the 
head of one of the leading committees of the Senate. 

As aman of business and of affairs he was always recognized as pos- 
sessing large ability. In the private walks of life and in the social 
circle he made hosts of friends. In fact it may be said that here was 
@ conspicuous and distinguished man without anenemy. It would 
seem that the life of Senator MILLER was a series of unbroken suc- 
cesses; this statement necessarily includes the idea that his combina- 
tion of good qualities entitled him to sueceed. 

He was aman of fine intellectual endowments; he possessed an ad- 
mirably balanced mind, and a heart full of consideration for his fellow- 
man. He was aman of patriotism, of honor, and honesty, and I join 
with his warmest friends in deploring his untimely death 


Mr. HARRISON. Mr. President, there seemed to be an appropri- 
ateness in the suggestion made to me some days ago by the senior Sen- 
ator from California that the representatives of the State of Indiana in 
this Chamber should take part m these memorial exercises. Jonny F. 
MILLER was born in Union County, Indiana; received his education and 
spent his early manhood in that State. It was there that heentered pub- 
lie life as a senator from the County of Saint Joseph, and from that State, 
bearing the commission of its great war governor, he went into the Army 
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this isolated but plucky command. At times food and forage becanie 
very scarce, so much so that the inhabitants were suffering and th, 
troops upon half rations. The only source of supply was the surround. 
ing country, which was occupied by theenemy. General MILLer was 
compelled many times to go out with half his command as an escort to 
a foraging train, but his movements were so skillfully concealed and so 
quickly and boldly executed that they were always successful. 

The last active service rendered by him was in the great battle of 
Nashville in December, 1864. He was given by General Thomas, who 
thoroughly trusted him, a prominent command, and throughout tha; 
severe engagement bore himself with the same gallantry that charac- 
terized his early service. 

After the close of the war he went again to California, and after ex. 
ercising for some years high official trusts under the Government with 
fidelity and credit, he was in 1880 elected a Senator from that State. 

Immediately upon his entrance into th Senate General MILLER took 
a position of influence not often awarded to new members of that body. 
Every one who was brought into contact with him observed his quick 
and fine perception and his clear and logical judgment. He had eyj- 
dently studied with great care and research many public questions, 
especially those affecting the commerce of the Pacific coast in its rela- 
tions to the nations of South America and the East. He was bold 
enough to give hospitable entertainment to the most progressive i(eas, 
and believed that the time had come when the kindly but powerful 
influence of the United States should be exerted in bringing about 
closer commercial and political relations with the governments of Cen- 
tral and South America. 

To him a diplomatic tradition of our younger and weaker days was 
not a necessary rule of action for a nation of fifty millions. That Euro- 

influence should be dominant in the near-lying American repub- 
ics fretted him. That European merchants should fill with their wares 
the markets so much needed for our own surplus, and by neighborhood 
so clearly our own, stimulated him to seek for the cause and a remedy. 
He was not sparing of himself, and the hours of early morning often 
found him at his desk. He had always risen in effort and achievement 
with every promotion in life, and the demands which his onerous and 
dignified position as chairman of the Committee on Foreign A (luirs of 
the Senate made upon him were responded to with spirit and fidelity. 
He was not a frequent or a fluent speaker, but always spoke with the 
most careful and ample preparation and with remarkable force and 
clearness. 

In his private relations General MILLER was loved by all who knew 
him. His heart was full of sympathy and all kind impulses, and his 
hand was its willing and generous servant. His affection for wife and 
child was not effusive, but it was very tender, watchful, and enduring. 
His sense of honor was high and imperative. As an adversary he was 
open and brave; asa friend he was true and steadfast. His love of 
country was a passion; its unity, its honor, and ae: were 
dearer than life to him. He had twice shed his blood in its defense. 
He did this because he loved his country; and we can not doubt that 
his love for the flag, the Constitution, and the Union were deepened 
and intensified by the sacrifices he had made in their defense. Another 
of the great soldiers of the war has de . Wrapped in the flag he 
loved, and covered with laurel wreath and flowers, his searred body 
has been laid to rest by loving hands. Indiana mourns her son, the 
nation one of its most gallant defenders, and we a friend. 


of the Union in August, 1861, as colonel of the Twenty-ninth Regiment 
of Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He did much to make the name of the 
State illustrious in that great and protracted struggle. Indiana will 
always cherish his memory, and will write his name high upon that 
tardy monument which she is yet to build to the memory of her dead 
soldiers. The highest achievements of his conspicuous and useful life 
are associated with the history of his native State. His removal very 
soon after the close of the war to California gave to that State the high 
privilege of crowning his service and sacrifice for the Union with the 
highest civil honors in the giftofa State. He was worthy of this high 
preferment, and had already in the senate given evidence that he wasa 
leader in the field of thought and statesmanship as well as in the field of 
arms. 

When the war broke out General MILLER was a member of the State 
senate of Indiana, and when that body was assembled in special session 
to devise such measures as were necessary to collect and equip the war 
quota of the State, he at once, though a very young man, attracted the 
attention of his colleagues and won the confidence of Governor Morton. 
A defensive campaign was not compatible with his bold and aggressive 
spirit. He was impatient with timidity and half-heartedness. Hede- 
fended the cause of the Union in debate as he afterward defended Nash- 
ville, by going out of his intrenchments and whipping the enemy that 
was gathering to besiege him. The debates at this session of the In- 
diana senate were sometimes characterized by great excitement and 
acrimony, and the part taken by Senator MILLER quickly gave him a 
reputation for ability and courage. He was, while still in the Senate, 
appointed aid to Governor Morton with the rank of colonel, and gave 
oe efficient help in organizing the first troops that were sent into the 
field. 

But his high spirit was not long content with a home service. He 
organized the Twenty-ninth Regiment of Indiana Infantry, and in Au- 
gust, 1861, was mustered in as its colonel. _ It is not my purpose to 
follow the military history of General MILLER. A few incidents will 
suffice to show how rapidly, almost intuitively, this young lawyer, un- 
trained in military schools, became a skillful and successful commander. 
I do not doubt that if the severe wound received at Liberty Gap, re- 
sulting in the loss of an eye, had not forced his retirement for a time 
from severe military duty, he would have risen to the command of an 
_ army. His personal courage was of the highestorder, yet no man was 
more free from brag or bluster. He was reserved in speech, but spirited 
and resolute in action. In the battle of Stone River he received a 
severe and almost fatal wound in the neck, but refused to leave the 
field. Tying a handkerchief about the wound, he wasseen the next in- 
stant riding in the thick of the fight encouraging his men to hold the 
desperate situation confided to him. At Liberty Gap, while leading 
his brigade, he received a bullet wound in the eye, which was at first 
thought to be fatal. The sightof the eye was destroyed, and it was not 
until many years after the war that the bullet was found to be lodged 
in the eye-socket and extracted. 

From a military sketch of General MILLER, in the second volume of 
Indiana’s Roll of Honor, I take two or three extracts relating to the 
part taken by him in the battle of Stone River. 

Speaking of the desperate assault made upon his line during the first 
day’s fight the author says: 


During this entire en, ment and under all these terribly appalling cireum- 
stances Colonel MILLER displayed the mostadmirable coolness and bravery, set- 
ting an example of heroic daring and cool courage seldom been equaled 
never surpassed, and could not but finda in the hearts of his t 

















men. Though coverel wounded, he Pe ees vonsaining om the field te Mr. a Mr. an . is me my es to a y- 
t st t Tgeon ; had his resistance to the enemy been hing li iographical sketch of our deceased brother. shall leay 
obstinate, and had they cuneetad In forcing a through hie lines, the . 2 ,- os 


that to others who were more intimately associated with him in social 
life and in the labors of this body and are better qualified for the task; 
but I can not forbear on this occasion te give expression to the deep 
sense of the loss I feel at the death of him we mourn to-day and to add 
to the eloquent eulogies already pronounced my feeble tribute to his 


When the last session of Congress, during which our lamented brother 
had been one of the most active and useful members of this body, «losed, 
how his future seemed. Fortune smiled upon him, and every- 
thing w could minister to his comfort and pleasure and gratify « 
cultivated and refined taste were his. Honored and trusted by the peo- 
pie of his State, beloved and respected by his fellow Senators, in the 

ime of life, his star in the ascendant, his career as a Senator appar- 
ently just begun, how little we then thought that he would never again 
occupy the seat in this Chamber he had so honorably filled and would 
alive. But death is no respecter of 


whole right wing of the army, which had been driven back, would thus have 
been cut off from all support and either captured or dispersed; but they were 
enabled by the fierce, protracted, and gallant struggle of Colonel MILLER to 
gain the rear of the army and there reform their shattered lines. 


Of the gallant and timely countercharge afterward made by Colonel 
MILLER’S brigade, when assaulted by an overwhelming force, the same 
author says: 


It is now generally conceded by most military men that this bold and dash 
bayonet cha: into the very heart of the oe? lines, which was concei » 
epbese’, and led by Colonel MILLER, and carried into execution solely upon his 
own responsibility, was the great event of the battle, and tended, perhaps, more 
Geneny other, to dishearten the enemy and to crown our standards with another 

lorious victory. 
“ much can not be said of the skill and ability, nor the distinguished bravery, 
of the colonel in this bloody battle, nor of the gallantry of his veteran 

These qualities were recognized and by the ief, 
General rans, who awarded the — of honor to the Seventh Brigade in 
being the first to enter Murfreesborough, and telegraphed to the President from 
the field of battle, recommending Colonel MILLER’s promotion for “ gallantry on 

” 


the Sele. ° > . ‘ . ‘ persons. The aoe an tees are stricken down side by meewith 
: the feeble and id; rich and poor, noble and base, peasant an 
showa thelr dmesg ee gentoo y vn bag a poe ar, later king, are subject alike to his fatal shafts and meet upon the level of the 


yards justice to , will wreathe around his gallant deeds in this great Indeed, often the ic sentiment appears to be justified that, 
cond for Seotess onal nationality an immortal To; renown. tomb. : poetic 4 


: 
: 
F 
: 
E 


But the skill and dash of General Mier had perhaps its best display What, ane Saget guneenee a pete 66 pow'r, 
in the defense of Nashville, Tenn., where he had an independent com- Fes get hs Moke Cy 
mand. His sudden and successful dashes upon the enemy at Gallatin, The feeble wrap the athletic in his shroud ; 
La Vergne, Neeley’s Bend, and other points, in all of which he was suc- And weeping fathers build their children's tomb. 
cessful, tended to maintain the spirit and of the garrison and| As was said by one of the greatest of American statesmen: 
at the same time to impress the enemy with a w respect for | One may live as a conqueror and king or a magistrate, but he must die as 
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bed of death brings every human being to his pure individuality, to 
wen, OS contemplation of that dee and most solemn of all relations, the 
relation between the creature and his reator. Here it is that fame and renown 
can not assist us, that even friends’ affection and human love and devotedness 
can not succor us. 


For, as was said by an eminent writer: 


Nature intends that at fixed periods men should succeed each other by the in- 
strumentality of death. reer are allowed to keep it at bay up toa certain point, 
but when that is passed it will be of no use to make new discoveries in anatomy 
or to penetrate more and more into the secrets of the structure of the human 
body; we shall never outwit nature; we shall die as usual. 

My personal acquaintance with Senator MILLER commenced in 1879, 
in Oregon, upon the occasion of the visit of General Grant and party to 
that State, of which General MILLER and family were members, and al- 
though easual from that time until I became associated with him in 
the Senate, it was of the most pleasant character. During the Forty- 
eighth Congress he always manifested a warm interest in my personal 
welfare; and in the measures presented by me to advance the interests 
of the State I in part represented I had his hearty co-operation and 
valuable assistance. 

When I reached this city in February, 1883, he was one of the first 
to welcome me and to extend to me the hospitalities of his home. It 
was my good fortune to meet him during the recess of Congress, early 
in July last, at Port Townsend, Wash., where, while waiting for the 
sailing of the Alaska steamer, he and his family were sojourning in the 
hope of recruiting his already failing health. We were fellow-passen- 
gers upon that July trip to Alaska. During the long and pleasant 
days spent together upon that more than delightful voyage we had sev- 
eral conversations, embracing a wide range of subjects, but more partic- 
ularly relating to national questions and matters appertaining to the 
Pacific coast. He was enthusiastic concerning the future of the coast, 
well informed as to its resources and wants, and thoroughly interested 
in every practical scheme for its development. I left him, when our 
routes separated upon our return, invigorated by the trip and hopeful 
for the future. 

The improvement in his health proved to be only temperary. He 
believed his presence was required at the capital of the nation, and, as 
the time for the opening of Congress approached, he made the journey 
from his distant home with the expectation of occupying his place in 
the Senate, an tation never to be realized. The last enemy of the 
human race, the insatiate archer, had already sent the fatal shaft, with 
un Neither his 


erring aim, which was to pierce the citadel of his life. 
indomitable will, the skill of physicians, nor the kind offices of loving 
friends could domore than to postpone for atime the final catastrophe. 
He desired to live to serve his State and to enjoy the society of his 
loved ones, and manfully clung to hope from the first, and heroically 
endured the pain and confinement of his illness. With great fortitude 
he strove against the progress of the disease, and with thoughtful so- 
licitade encouraged his wife and daughter to hope for his recovery. 
But as he neared the end, evidently conscious of that fact, he is re- 
ported to have said, “‘It is not worth the fight,’’ and with perfect res- 
ignation yielded to the last of human foes; no doubt realizing, as he 
reviewed the incidents of his life ere his spirit winged its flight, that 
“every man has lived long enough who has gone through all the duties 
of life with unblemished character,’’ and that ‘‘that life is long which 
answers life’s great end.’’ 

Death is sad to contemplate at best. Even under the most favorable 
circumstances ‘‘ we start and fear to die.’’ But death is relieved of half 
its terrors when the dying, as was our departed brother, are surrounded 
by friendsand receive those kindly offices which only affection can sug- 
gest and pass from their presence across the boundary that separates the 
living from the unknown beyond. 

Senator MILLER achieved great distinction as a soldier. When the 
angry clouds, which had been gathering in our political sky for three 
quarters of a century, burst in the storm of civil war and the fate of the 
Union hung upon the fearful arbitrament of battle, and when, animated 
with one purpose, the preservation of the Union, from farm and shop 

factory and office and store, the patriotic sons of the North hurried 
to its defense, Senator MILLER, then a lawyer and State senator in In- 
diana, was commissioned colonel of the Twenty-ninth Indiana Volun- 
teer Infantry, by Governor Morton of that State, and took the field. 

His personal bravery, firmness, and skill soon won for him the eon- 
ide perior officers and the affection of his men. He par- 
ticipated in the battles of Stone River, Liberty Gap, and Nashville, and 
himself on those fields. He was wounded in the 
at the battle of Stone River and severely wounded at Liberty Gap. 
from the Army and removing to California, by enterprise and 
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acquired a competence and e one of the foremost men 

and his election to the Senate of the United States was a 

Just of his ability and merit. It is supposed that his life 

ee by the w he received in the war. He was a man 
w 


preferred to wear out rather than to rust out, and it is possible that 
were cut short by overwork. There is so much indolence and 

80 aimless and purposeless lives in the world that I can hardly 

consider an excess of a fault. 

are measured by deeds, not years, and how more than true 

it that “‘fame is not won on downy plumes nor under canopies; the 
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man who consumes his days without obtaining it leaves such mark of 
himself on earth as smoke in air or foam on water.” 

Rather than one who is content to drift with the current down the 
stream of life— 

Give me a spirit that on life's rough sca 

Loves to have his sails filled with a lusty wind 
Even till his sailyards tremble, his masts creak, 
And his rapt ship runs on her side so low 

That she drinks water and her keel plows air. 

The leading characteristics of Senator MILLER were great energy, a 
strong will, and a high sense of honor, but with all an extreme mod- 
esty, which upon a casual acquaintance created an impression of stiff- 
ness of manner, but which disappeared upon better acquaintance. He 
was well informed and possessed decided opinions upon public ques- 
tions, and expressed himself with fluency, freedom, and force. I have 
been told that when he canvassed the State previous to his election as 
United States Senator, al‘hough he made numerous public addresses 
no two of them were alike. 

He did not often occupy the time of this body, and when he did ad- 
dress the Senate there was little attempt at rhetoric. His speeches 
were the earnest expressions of well-matured opinions and strong con- 
victions, and, without circumlocution, were directed to the points in- 
volved, and if they did not always carry conviction, they never failed 
to convince all who listened to them of the earnestness and sincerity 
of the speaker. He was honest, just, faithful, direct, unostentatious, 
modest, considerate, kind, and courteous; true to country, his constitu- 
ents, and himself. Such characters always have and always will com- 
mand respect and homage. His was an example worthy of imitation 
by the youthof the land. His life illustrated the possibilities which, 
under our form of government, lie within the reach of the humblest. 
The history of his life and’of his gradual rise to fame, fortune, and 
position would be but a repetition of the history of the lives of many 
of the illustrious men of this country. Such experiences as his are 
more valuable to make men suited for great emergencies, qualified to 
control great enterprises, and to fill responsible public positions than 
all the aids of birth, fortune, schools, and influential friends. 

These oft-recurring occasions in this body naturally awaken serious 
reflections. We are reminded that death is the inexorable law of our 
being, and that as it is with our brother, whose loss we to-day deplore, 
so will it shortly be with us. The bow is already drawn and the ar- 
row let loose which is to pierce the citadel of our mortal lives. Would 
we escape from the fatal archer, we can not. ‘‘ Death is everywhere, 
and procured by every instrument.’’ Insuchan hour, whenourthoughts 
are withdrawn from the labor and conflict which so absorb us, and di- 
rected to the end of all human labor, successes, and conflicts, and we 
are brought face to face with the ‘‘unsparing grisly King of Terrors, sole 
universal monarch, whose powers no prowess can resist, whose peremp- 
tory call no artifice can evade,’’ how insignificant seem the greatest hu- 
man achievements, how unsatisfactory the rewards of business and po- 
litical endeavor; how the prayer of the psalmist comes unbidden to 
mind and is breathed in silent accents from the lips: 


Lord, so teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wis- _ 
dom. 


Brave soldier, honored statesman, true friend, farewell! Peace to 
thy ashes! Over their last resting-place in the beautiful “‘ city of the 
dead ’’ at the great metropolis of the Pacific, fanned by the breath of 
the tropics, may flowers bloom earliest in spring and linger latest in 
autumn, and by the people of a grateful country may thy memory, as 
a sweet fragrance, long be cherished. Neither the din of the great 
city nor the roar of the ocean waves that break on the shores of the 
Golden Gate can disturb thy repose. Though the body is mortal, we 
know the soul is immortal, and that, safe in the abode of the blessed, 
beyond the reach of praise and censure, of the mutations of time and 
the ills of life, thou shalt enjoy astate of eternal felicity. From that 
bright abode, if it is permitted to the spirits of the departed to behold 
the affairs of earth, look down upon our sorrow, ‘‘exalt our minds from 
fond regret and unavailing grief to the contemplation of thy virtues. 
Those we must not lament; it were impiety to sully them with a tear. 
To cherish their memory, toembalm them with our praises, and, if our 
frail condition will permit, to emulate thy bright example will be the 
truest mark of our respect, the best tribute we can offer.’’ 


Mr. HEARST. Mr. President, the Senators who have preceded me 
have spoken of Senator MILLER as a soldier and a statesman. It now 
becomes my privilege to speak of him as a citizen, in which capacity 
also he served his country. 

He and his associates were the recipients of one of the most impor- 
tant franchises in the gift of the Government. Out of this grew an en- 
terprise which has been carried on to the best interests of all parties 
therein concerned, in proof of which the books have ever been open for 
the investigation of any authorized agent; in fact, to my knowledge, 
such investigation has always been invited. 

The management not only protected the Government, but a system 
was created which enabled the helpless and ignorant Indians engaged 
in the work to save such a proportion of their earnings that there is 
to-day to their credit in the banks of San Francisco $100,000, which 
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amount might have gone into the coffers of the company for the simple 
consideration of five barrels of bad whisky. 

This instance alone is sufficient to show the purity and integrity of 
the man’s life. Such an example should be written on the mile-posts 











of the highway, chiseled in the cliffs along the trails of the Rocky 
Mountains, graven on the granite of the Sierras, hewn on the tall pines 
of the Pacific slope, and commemorated in the flowers in the valleys 
of the dead Senator’s adopted State. 


Now, Mr. President, as an additional mark of respect to the memory 
of the deceased, I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to; and (at 3 o’clock and 37 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned to to-morrow, Friday, May 28, 
at 12 o’clock m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, May 27, 1886. 
The House met at 1lo’clocka.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
H. P. M’FARLIN. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (H. R. 3848) for the 
relief of H. P. McFarlin with Senate amendments. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that in- 
stead of referring that bill to the committee, the House now concur in 
the amendments of the Senate, which are but mere verbal changes. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments of the Senate will be read, after 
which the Chair will ask for objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED Srares, May 26, 1886. 


Resolved, That the bill (H. Ri. 3848) for the relief of H. P. McFarlin do pass with 
the following amendment 


“In line 2, strike out the words ‘restored to’ and insert ‘reinstated upon.’” 


There being no objection, the amendment of the Senate was con- 
curred in. 

BILLS REFERRED. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House bills of the following titles, 
with Senate amendments; which were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, namely: 

A bill (H. R. 4544) granting a pension to Ann E. Cooney; 

A bill (H. R. 4688) grantinga pension to Josephine De Costa Thomas; 
and 
A bill (H. R. 7165) to increase the pension of Manhattan Pickett. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following Senate bills; 
which were read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, namely: 

A bill (S. 722) for increase of pension to Mrs. Ellen M. Boggs; 

A bill (S. 1078) granting a pension to William C. Wait; 

A bill (S. 1201) granting a pension to Louise Armbrecht; 

A bili (8. 1207) granting a pension to Caroline Sees; 

A bill (8. aoaxt granting a pension to Mrs. Abbie B. Heath; 

A bill (S. 2045) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah Hamilton; 

A bill (S. 2144) granting an increase of pension to Grace F’. Edes; 

A bill (S. 2215) granting a pension to Martha J. Todd, widow of 
Dr. R. N. — late of Indianapolis, Ind. ; 

A bill ( 2232) granting a pension to Mary Martin; 

A bill ts. 2263) granting a pension to Col. James H. Blood; 

A bill (S. 2267) granting an increase of pension to Laurinda G. Cam- 
mings; 

A bill (S. 2269) granting a pension to William Dickens; 

A bill (8S. 2336) granting an increase of pension to Thomas Benson; 

A bill (S. 2349) granting a pension to Catharine Lanigan; and 

A bill (S. 1526) amending sections 4756 and 4757 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to pensionsof certain disabled persons who have served 
in the Navy or Marine Corps. : 

The bill (S. 2030) granting a pension to Miss Margaret Stafford North 
was read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

ADDITIONAL LIFE-SAVING STATIONS. 


| 
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The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 6975) to 
establish additional life-saving stations, with amendments of the Senate 
disagreed to by the House of Representatives, and a conference asked 
for on the part of the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on said bill. 

On motion of Mr. IRION, the Senate amendments were non-concurred 
in, and the request for a conference was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. In1ton, Mr. Crisp, 
and Mr. DUNHAM as managers at said conference on the part of the 
House. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Sroner, of Missouri, indefinitely. 

To Mr. CABELL, for two days. 
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unanimous consent that all papers relating to Indian-depredation ¢|qj;). 
submitted to the House of Representatives at this session of Coneress 
by the Indian Office and now in the custody of the Committee oy [))- 
dian Affairs be returned temporarily to the said Indian Office, ; 
hereafter returned to the House. 


they had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the following titles 
when the Speaker signed the same: 


place his name on the pension-roll ; 





May 27, 


To Mr. OUTHWAITE, for three days, on account of important busi) o<s 
To Mr. Hovk, for five days, on account of sickness. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. WELLBORN, by request of the Indian Office, asked and obtained 


w) De 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the regular ordev. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is proceeding with the regular orde; 
ENROLLED BLLLS SIGNED. 

Mr. FISHER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 


A bill i R. 16) granting a pension to Nancy L. Ribble; 
A bill (H. R. 413) granting a pension to George Schaefer; 
A bill (H. R. 424) to amend the record of Giles C. Hawley, and to 


A bill (H. R. 515) granting a pension to Althea A. Frasner; 
H. R. 550) to restore to the pension-roll the name of Adam 


A bill (H. R. 567) granting a pension to Mary A. Little; 
A bill (H. R. 1184) granting a pension to Stephen Gardner; 


A bill (H. R. 1330) granting a pension to Martin Taylor; 

A bill (H. R. 1576) granting a pension to Thomas Alleock ; 

A bill (H. R. 1585) for the celief of Mrs. Margaret Colbath; 

A bill (H. R. 1592) for the relief of Sarah A. Vaughn; 

A bill (H. R. 1816) granting a pension to Mary Ann Miller; 

A bill (H. R. cae granting a pension to Mrs. Edna Roberts; 

A bill (H. R. 3205) granting a pension to George W. Guyse; 

A bill (H. R. 3376) granting a pension to Thomas Sampson; 

A bill (H. R. 3906) for the relief of Catharine Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. 3982) granting a pension to John Pennington; 

A bill (H. R. 4462) granting a pension to Martha Downs; 

A bill (H. R. 4490 ee ae W. McDonald; 

A bill (H. R. — a pension to ; 

A bill (H. R. 4 the ligt of Tobias M. Coon; 

A bill (H. R. 5 Siz? granting a pension to Mary A. Repley; 

A bill (H. R. 5961) granting an increase of at ma, 

A bill (H. R. 5995) granting a pension to David T. Elderkin 

A bill te R. 6003) for the relief of John H. MeCielland; 

A bill (H. R. 6192) granting a pension to Mary Norman; 

A bill te R. 6331) granting a pension to George Anna Lippe; 

A bill (H. R. Goss} granting a pension to Samuel Robbins; 

A bill i R. 6655) granting a pension to Stakely D. Dagley; 

A bill (H. R. 6126) granting a pension to Henry G. Ballinger; 

A bill (H. R. 6688) for the relief of William Bishop; 

A bill (H. R. 6776) granting a pension to Catharine Thenn; 

A bill (H. R. 6780) granting a to Henry B. Havens; 

A bill (H. R. 7118) for the relief of Bailey Hascall; 

A bill (H. R. 7298) for the relief of Charles Schuber; 

A bill (H. R. = for the relief of Randolph Seaman; and 

A bill (H. R. 7617) granting a pension to Solomon J. Grisson. 

SHIPPING LAWS. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I desire to present a conference report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The committee of conference o tv bil (He 4885) to abolish the two Houses on 
the amendments of the Senate to Sake bill ( abolish certain fees for 
official and to amend laws relating to shipping 


aap sae Cena ae Caen and for other purposes,” having 
conference ha ictal 


ie 


— : stoi foreign carry- 
ing-trade, and other ’ approved une 1884, amen by strik- 
ing out the words, “That it shall be lawful for any seaman to stipulate in his 
shipping egreement for en allotment of any es Sownevtns he may 
earn to his wife, mother, or other relation, 


or corpora- 
tion;’ and i Sp ike apes? tae serine "Phat it lawfu! for 
any seamen to ST eeedineimamamennetai anallotment of all or any 


mother, or other relation, 
or board, or pe 
wane Se Seng SS ee ae aren, a 6 ti a eer 
for ee forthe voyage for whic the 

Treasury 

lawf a tony other person or or corporation shall be 


— all of the a 
paragraph after the words ‘ vessels of the United oe and inserting in li 


of such words stricken out the ‘And any master, owner, Eitckenee, 
or dqpebelanetedaen enn tenshies a section shall be liable to the 
master, owner, or agent of a vessel of the United States 


That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen- 
ate numbered 22, and agree to the following new section in lieu thereof: 
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“suc, M4. That section 4418 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended b» of the Senate to this bill have been printed for two weeks and there 
striking out from the nineteenth and following lines thereof the words ‘and to 


indicate the pressureof steam suitable steam-registers that will correctly record has been ample opportunity for the members of the House to read them; 


each excess of steam carried above the prescribed limit, and the highest point | SO that if any debate is desired I hope my colleague on the committee 

attained,’ and inserting in lieu thereof the following: ‘And suitable steam- | will give the opportunity for it now. And I hope the gentleman from 

gauges to indicate the pressure of steam. lial ied . # 33 
And to the same. Kentucky will not insist on the postponement of a disposition of the 
That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Sen- | report of the conference committee. 


» numbered 23,and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: Mr. DINGLEY , ore is » anv debate @ renort fe 
ate, munis the words “the edition of eighteen hundred and seventy-five” and | ., “7: | INGLEY. If there is to be any debate on this report I prefer 
insert in Meu thereof the following: ‘‘As the sections of title 33 are numbered | ! should be now. If the gentleman from Kentucky desires to make 
in an act to reduce internal revenue-taxation, and for other purposes, approved | any remarks I will yield to him for that purpose. 

March 3, 1883, and the provisions ;"" and the Senate agree to the same. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Is it in order to move to 
use recede f: its disagre Senate : “we ee . : 
ree auras to the same i a caeeaioeeat en tetiete, Gimanenn postpone the consideration of this report to a day certain? 
the word “the,” after the word “suspending” and before the word “ conces- The SPEAKER. That motion would be in order when the gentle- 


sions,” and insert in lieu thereof the word “such ;” and the Senate agree tothe | man has the floor for the purpose of making it. The Chair understood 


“That the Senate recede from its several amendments changing the numbering the gentleman from Maine to yield the gentleman from Kentucky five 
of sections, and agree to the numbers proposed by the House; and that the | minutes—— 

Senate fi r recede from its votes numbering the last five sections and sub- Mr. DINGLEY. Merely for debate 
stitute the nuzabers in order; and the House agree to the same. : ; 


NELSON DINGLEY, Jr., The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine still retaining the 
P. DUNN, floor. 
jicnat en Cane ti Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I am in this attitude: I do 
WARNER MILLER P not understand the proposition that is made in the conference report, 
J. N. DOLPH, , although I have read the bill offered by the Senator from Maine in the 
Managers on the part of the Senate. Senate and offered now under thisconference report. It is much broader 
Mr. DINGLEY. I ask that the statement of the House conferees | | think than the House may at first blush think. — 
may be read. It is not merely conferring a privilege, it is imposing a duty upon the 
President of the United States to withdraw from the vessels of a foreign 


The statement was read, as follows: oe : : 
can igh fie part of the Blouse of th conference on the disagreeing country whatever privileges he may think have been withdrawn from 
—_— . | Vessels of the United States by that foreign country. It arises out of 


votes of the two Houses upon the Senate amendments to the bill of the House J - ta 
the recent troubles on our Canadian frontier about our fishing vessels, 
























({1, R. 4838) “to abolish certain fees for official services to American vessels, and 
to amend the laws relating to shipping commissioners, seamen, and owners of 


“ cadter stuns pe annie tn Eltentee aniston dhanemens in en. but there is not a word in this bill about the fishing vessels or the tish- 

planation of the effect of the action herein recommended on each amendment in | Ties. Those vessels may not have any commercial privileges at all 

the accompanying peepee sane: under our treaties, yet this bill relates wholly to the commercial privi- 
Amendment numbered 3 the tenth section of the shipping act of 1884, 


leges of commercial vessels. Noram I sufficiently advised, sir, though I 
have looked with some care at this bill, as to the meaning of the phrase 
contained in it ‘‘of like vessels.’? I do not know whether that means 
vessels of like build, as, for instance, steam-vessels, so classified as dis- 
tinct from sailing vessels, or whether it means vessels in like trade. I 
do not know whether the classification is as to similarity of construction 
or similarity of trade. What is the precise meaning that may be affixed 
to these terms is, I confess, to me a matter of doubtful construction. 

I desire to submit but a single observation upon this bill, for I sup- 
pose there is no part of America that, in a narrow and selfish sense, has 
less interest in this question than the part that I represent; but we are 
interested in the broad sense that we all constitute one country, one 
people, and that therefore the prosperity of our commerce concerns us 
all. 

The only observation I desire to make at this time is that a matter 
so important as this ought to be submitted with fuller explanation, 
with ampler time for discussion, so that the House may fully under- 
stand the entire question before it is called upon to act. There is no 
hurry for this legislation, Mr. Speaker. There is no reason why it can 
not be acted upon next week or the week after just as well as to day, 
while there are some reasons which should make us hesitate about act- 
ing in a hurry. 

The matter on our Canadian frontier is under examination; the ex- 
ecutive department has it under consideration. There is no danger of 
awar. Our rights are to be regarded 

Mr. DUNN. If the gentleman will permit me, I will say to him that 


which prohibited the payment of advance wages to seamen, so as to allow a sea- 
man to allot, in his shipping agreement, wages not earned to an amount not 
exceeding $10 for each month of the time usually occupied in the voyage for 
which the seaman has shipped, to an original creditor in payment of any just 
debt for board and clothing previously incurred—this allotment to be in addi- 
tion to that which the seaman is now permitted to make to his wife or other rel- 
ative, 

Amendment numbered 5 extends the limited-liability rule to canal-boats, 
barges, and lighters, thus making the rule apply to all vessels on inland waters, 
as well as on the ocean and lakes. 

Amendment 8 adopts section 7 of the bill as passed by the House, by which a 
vessel of the Uni States without the usual papers is subjected to a fine in- 
stead of forfeiture. 

Amendment 22 repeals so much of section 4418 of the Revised Statutes as re- 
quires steam-vessels to be provided with patent automatic steam-registers that 
will record the pressure of steam, and substitutes therefor a provision requiring 
only the ordinary steam-register. 

Amendment 23 gives to whaling and fishing vessels of the United States the 
benefits of the provisions of sections 2510 and 2511 of the Revised Statutes, as 
numbered in the tariff act of 1883, and of the provisions of section 16 of the ship- 
ping act of 1884. 

Amendment 24 provides that rule 12 of section 4233 of the Revised Statutes 
shall not be construed to require row-boats and skiffs on the River St. Lawrence 
tocarry lights. 

Amendment 25 authorizes the President to withdraw commercial privileges 
in our ports from the vessels of any foreign country to the extent that such priv- 
ileges are denied to the vessels of the United States in the ports of such foreign 
country. This section simply extends the authority given the President by the 
act of 1883, which covers only discriminating charges and duties, so as to cover 
cases where vessels of the United States are discriminated against as to com- 


inercial 
t 26 provides that the United States shail allow steamships the reg- 


ular See rate, not to exceed 2 cents per mile, for the transporta- 
tion home of shipwrecked American seamen in cases where such steamships are 





es by law to ort such seamen at the expense of the Government; | this provision in the bill does not involve cr affect that question at all. 
eer: unsitipe from the obligation to receive and transport sea- | It does not pretend to deal with that question. 
— ‘pea — NELSON DINGLEY, Je., Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Then, Mr. Speaker, if it does 
P. DUNN 


not affect that question there can be no occasion for hurry, because we 
have no other question pending about commerce with any foreign coun- 
try. The sole question now at issue that threatens to give usany trouble 
is this fishery question, and, if this bill does not apply to that question, 
certainly there can be no need for haste. But I will ask the distin- 
guished chairman of the committee if this does not apply to the fishery 
question, in the name of God what question does it apply to? 

Mr. DUNN. As the gentleman has asked that question, I will an- 
swer it. Itsimply supplies an omission in the reciprocity arrangement 
and laws of 1823, as my colleague on the committee [Mr. DINGLEY ] 
will explain more fully when he comes to address the House. 


BENTON McMILLIN, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. DINGLEY. If there is no further explanation asked for and 
no gentleman desires to discuss the report 1 will move the previous 
question on its adoption. 
TheSPEAKER.. The gentleman from Maine demands the previous 
question on the adoption of the report. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. It seems to me there ought 
to be some ex ion. 
The SPEAKER. If the previous question is ordered there wili be 
thirty minutes for debate, fifteen minutes on each side. Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Now, Mr. Speaker, the law of 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. But this seems a matter far | 1823 has been in existence for sixty-three years, and as we have managed 
too important to be carried in haste through the House. The question | to get along very fairly all this time under the casus omissus of that law, 
that is really at issue is not merely to confer on the President of the | I do not see why we are not capable of getting along in the same way 
United States the right, but to impose the duty —— a few days longer. 
Mr. DINGLEY. I withdraw the motion for the previous question But does this provision apply to that? It requires the President of 
and yield five minutes to the gentleman from Kentucky. the United States to put an embargo on Canadian vesseis in return for 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, personally I do | what is supposed to be an outrage committed on the fishing vessels of 
not desire the time, but 1 would like, if in order, to move that this re- | America. I have no objection, sir, to proper action on that question. 
port be , and that its consideration be fixed for some other day | Not only have I no objection, but I will go as far as the gentleman 
such as may be ordered, that we may have an opportunity of | from Maine [Mr. DiNGLEy] or any other gentleman in this House te 
into it. Itis not my desire to submit any observations upon | protect the fishing interests of Maine or of Massachusetts as I would go 
at this time. to protect the interests of Kentucky or any other portion of the coun- 
. If my colleague on the committee will allow me Ij try. All I desire is that before acting the Houseshall know just what 
to suggest to the gentleman from Kentucky that the amendments | this proposition is, and shall have that knowledge in such a way that 
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we can fully understand it, and not merely in the form of the report 
of a conference committee. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] ; 

Mr. DINGLEY. Does the gentleman from Kentucky desire farther 
time? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. If it is agreeable to the gen- 
tleman, I would like to have five minutes after he has made his ex- 
planation. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I yield the gentleman two minutes more. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I do not wish 
to be regarded as opposed to this bill, except certain features of it. It 
it were in order, there are two amendments that I would like to offer. 
I dislike to put upon the President of the United States the duty, I 
dislike to give the Presidentof the United States the power, toshut the 
ports of America to the vessels of any foreign country merely upon his 
judgment that certain privileges have been withdrawn from American 
vessels. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. 
bility. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Undoubtedly he is. With 
the President now in power, I might and would be entirely willing to 
trust this discretion; but, Mr. Speaker, we are not legislating for to- 
day, we are not legislating for one quadrennial, we are legislating for 
all the contingent Presidents that may be elected under our form of 
Government; and I confess that I feel great reluctance to vote not only 
to clothe President of the United States with the privilege but to im- 
pose upon him the duty of closing the harbors of America to the ves- 
sels of foreign nations merely upon his own judgment that certain priv- 
ileges have been witdrawn from American vessels. 

I should prefer to leave that power where the Constitution leaves the 
war-making power, in the hands of Congress; and if it can not be al- 
ways exercised at all times because Congress is not always in session, 
then I should prefer to have this provision of the bill take effect only 
during the vacations and recesses of Congress. I look with reluctance 
upon any increase of executive power, and Mr. Speaker, I look with 
reluctance upon every form of legislation that is revengeful and retal- 
iatory. I believe more and more in the power of diplomatic intercourse, 
of friendly interchange of opinion, of patient, honest, candid corre- 
spondence and negotiation, with the view of reaching a common settle- 
ment, than in legislative or executive interference by retaliatory meas- 
ures. The day of exclusive legislation is growing smaller and smaller, 
and the day of this frank intercourse and diplomatic negotiation is 
coming nearer and nearer to its full dawn. Therefore I look with re- 
gret and reluctance upon any legislation of this character that is not 
absolutely necessary. And now, when we are in profound peace, when 
there is no question that gives us any trouble except this fishing ques- 
tion, I do not see the need for hurried legislation of this character. 

As to the question of the fisheries, it is not going to give us anything 
but a momentary irritation. I have no doubt in the world that it is 
to be settled satisfactorily. Two great Anglo-Saxon, English-speaking 
peoples like Great Britain and America are not going to fall out and 
have war and bloodshed over a matter of fishing that can be better set- 
tled by peaceful negotiation. Therefore, as I have said, in the midst 
of profound peace I do not feel willing, if it can be avoided, to pass an 
act like this in such haste that it can not be properly understood by the 
House; and if it be in order I shall move at the proper time to postpone 
this bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Why not now? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I am on the floor by the 
courtesy of the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. DiInGLEY], and I have not 
the power to do it now. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Will the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DInGLEy], 
before he proceeds, allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Under which section of the Revised Statutes is 
it that the President now has a right to issue his proclamation where 
there is a discriminating duty or charge made against American vessels ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. The act of 1823. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Does the gentleman remember the section? 

Mr. DINGLEY. I can not state it just now; I will refer to it ina 
moment. 

I think the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] mis- 
apprehends the whole scope of this amendment. It is true that the 
necessity for it is suggested by recent denials of commercial privileges 
in Canadian ports to American fishing vessels; but the section itself 
ought to be on the statute-book without rd to the present fishery 
trouble. Prior to 1823 the principle of exclusive maritime privileges 
with respect to the vessels of each nation prevailed throughout the 
world. About the year 1823 the United States inaugurated and tend- 
ered to the world the principle of maritime reciprocity, offering to 
place the vessels of any foreign nation upon the same basis in our ports 
as our own national vessels if the nation in oe would 
place American vessels on the same basis in its ports. principle of 
maritime reciprocity looked to giving to the vessels of countries 
in our ports commercial privileges to the extent and only so long as the 
same privileges were given to American vessels in foreign ports. In 


He is willing to accept the responsi- 


order to insure reciprocity in 1823 we accompanied the tender with ay 
act giving authority to the President of the United States to issue jj. 
proclamation reimposing discriminations against vessels of certain coy). 
tries in our ports whenever such country should make discrimination; 
against the vessels of the United States. That isthelawto-day. Th. 
President of the United States, whenever he shall be satisfied that dic. 
criminations are made against vessels of the United States by certain 
foreign countries, has authority to issue his proclamation imposing upon 
the vessels of such country in our ports parallel discriminating charges, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The gentleman will allow me 
to say that the power given to the President under the law of 1923 js 
not a power of exclusion, but simply a power to increase the duties, 

Mr. DINGLEY. A power to reimpose the former discriminations, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Thatisall. He can not pre- 
vent commerce, but simply impose additional burdens upon it. 

Mr. DINGLEY. At that time the discriminations against American 
vessels were usually in the form of charges and duties; and the im- 
position of those discriminating duties and charges was equivalent to 
a discrimination in commercial privileges; and the act of 1823 was in- 
tended to reach forms of discriminations then existing. A new form 
of discrimination has been disclosed by the action of the Canadian au- 
thorities, and this section simply extends the principle of the act of 
1823 so as to cover this new mode. It does not require the President 
to issue his proclamation, as the gentleman from Kentucky alleges, 
but simply authorizes him to do so when he has received satisfactory 
information that our vessels are discriminated against by any country. 

Now, it appears that the fishing vessels of the United States are be- 
ing denied commercial privil in the ports of another country—the 
privilege of buying supplies, ‘te weiviiee of buying ice, the privilege 
of buying bait, and all commercial privileges except those of shelter, 
repair, the purchase of wood, and the obtaining of water. 

In view of the fact that Canada is attempting to discriminate against 
American fishing vessels by depriving them of certain commercial priv- 
ileges which we freely allow Canadian vessels in our ports, it is pro- 
posed by this section simply to extend the authority already given by 
the act of 1823 so that the President may issue his proclamation with- 
holding from the vessels of any country which discriminates in respect 
to commercial privileges against our vessels precisely the same com- 
mercial privileges that the foreign country withholds from our vessels 
and to the same extent; no further. Inother words, if Canada persists 
in excluding American fishing vessels from her ports except for the four 
purposes named, then the President will be authorized by this section 
to grant Canadian fishing vessels in our ports precisely the same privi- 
leges, and no more, that she grants us. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The gentleman will allow me 
to ask, for information, whether there is any country that now attempts 
to exclude any vessels of the United States from any privilegesuch asthe 
gentleman indicates except the Dominion of Canada with reference to 
our fishing vessels ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. No; none at present; so that at present this would 
apply to such a state of things as that. But the section is general, ani 
will apply to any country which hereafter discriminates against our 
vessels as to commercial privileges. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Let me ask another question. 
I understood the distinguished chairman of the committee [Mr. Dinc- 
LEY] to say that this bill had nothing to do with, did not refer to, or 
apply to, pending fishery question. ; 

Mr. DINGLEY. It does not refer to the fishery question. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. But I understand it docs ap- 

ly to it. 
. Mr. DINGLEY. It is a general provision, applicable to any country 
at any time that discriminates against any class of our vessels as to com- 
mercial privileges, and it ought to be on the statute-book without re!- 
erence to the present fishery difficulty. I want to ask the gentleman 
from Kentucky whether he thinks this country ought to allow Cana- 
dian fishing vessels to come into our ports for certain commercial pur- 


poses when our American vessels are denied corresponding priv- 
ileges in the of Canada? 
Mr. B INRIDGE, of Kentucky. Iam perfectly frank to say 


that I am in favor of having, as far as possible, the most free and un- 
res commercial with our brethren abroad—of letting 
Canadian vessels come into our ports as freely as they let us go into 
their ports, to buy or to sell. 

Mr. DING As freely as they let us go into their ports. 
is just what this section ; that, and nothing more. 

r. BURROWS. The question is not up at present. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I want to put selling and 
bu , for they are indivisible. 

Mr. GLEY. The principle of maritime cee demands that 
we give concessions and privi to foreign v in our ports to the 
same extent as, and no than, such concessions or privileges are 
of the foreign country. If Canada or 
to understand that her vessels can ob- 
fall privileges in our ports without corresponding return on 

et we shall have her venue onan into our ports and 
privileges, while our vessels in ports are denied 


That 
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similar privil and she will simply laugh at us. But when she 
comes oe that this Government proposes to apply to her ves- 
sels the principles of maritime reciprocity as understood by the found- 
ers of the Government, as practiced all these years, and to give conces- 
sions and privileges to her fishing vessels only to the extent that such 
concessions and privileges are allowed to our vessels in her ports, then 
she will have a pressure put upon her to recede from the unwarrantable 
course she is pursuing toward American fishing vessels. To-day Cana- 
dian fishing vessels are in the port of Portland and other ports of the 
United States freely exercising every commercial privilege. We ask 
that Canada give the same privileges to American fishing vessels. If 
Great Britain, in whose hands the decision is, says ‘‘ no’’ to our appeal 
to her sense of justice, a decent self-respect, as well as a regard for the 
essential principle of maritime reciprocity, demands that we place the 
fishing vessels of Canada in our ports on the same basis as Canada places 
our fishing vessels in her ports. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I am perfectly willing to go 
with the gentleman and make all the concessions to Canada that Can- 
ada will make to us; but let us do it by the diplomatic branch of the 
Government, and not in this manner. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I believe I have the floor, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DINGLEY. If there is no further debate desired I demand the 
previous question. 

Mr. DUNN. I want a few minutes. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I hope the House will not 
sustain the demand. Weshould have an opportunity of discussing 
this matter more fully. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I will withdraw the demand for the present, and 
yield ten minutes to the chairman of the committec, the gentleman 
from Arkansas [Mr. Dunn]. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I stated to the distinguished gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] correctly that this amendment 
does not pretend or undertake to settle the pending controversy in re- 
gard to the fisheries between the United States and Canada. That 
trouble has sprung out of the termination of the treaty of 1870, under 
and by operation of which this Government paid to Canada a large an- 
nual subsidy for the privilege of fishing in her waters, aud remitted 
our country, as they claim, to the provisions of the treaty of 1818 and 
the reciprocity law of 1823, by which our vessels, as they claim—our 
fishing vessels—had only the privilege of landing for shelter, wood, 
water, or repairs, They claim that our fishing vessels have none of the 
commercial rights and privileges secured by the treaties and by the re- 
ciprocity laws. An examinvation ofthe statutes of 1823 and of the re- 
ciprocity laws shows that the power conferred upon the President was 
to withdraw simply the exemption granted to vessels of foreign govern- 
ments entering our ports of such fees, dues, charges, and burdens as 
foreign governments removed from our vessels, or relieved them from, 
and to reimpose as much as they might reimpose upon us. 

The question of commercial privileges which might be withdrawn 
by foreign governments was not provided for; and as to the question 
now pending—the fishery question—all that it has to do with this sub- 
ject is that it furnishes merelyan instance which develops the fact that 
Canada is in an atiitude as well as all foreign governments to with- 
draw from our vessels commercial privileges, while under our law there 
is no authority conferred upon the Executive to retaliate by withdraw- 
ing similar commercial privileges from them. 

I am asked if we are willing to confer such a dangerous power upon 
the Executive. I answer we have conferred upon him similar powers 
in regard to other matters; for instance, in regard to the imposition of 
fees, burdens, and duties, and to reimpose countervailing tariff duties 
on the imports of foreign countries who have imposed discriminating 
duties upon our commerce. Can the power proposed to be conferred 
here be justly deemed more dangerous thanthat? I, Mr. Speaker, am 
as far as any one in this House can be from entertaining any desire to 
confer upon the Executive any power to enable the Executive to tam- 
per with the commerce, the trade, and the finances of this country. I 
think it is a most dangerous power in any man’s hands. 

But here we are face to face with a very different question. Are we 
to tie and fetter our Executive, and allow ourselves no relief? Shall 
we fetter the Executive, tie him hand and foot by our reciprocity laws 
and treaties, leaving the foreign shipper and the foreign merchant and 
foreign governments free to flay, literally flay, our commercial interests, 
and the Executive standing idly by with his hands tied, unable to re- 
lieve against it until Congress sees proper in its wisdom, which is usually 
dilatory, if present, to remedy the mischief? There is the whole sit- 


I am not in the habit on this floor of making the American eagle 
scream. It has not been my custom; but, Mr. Speaker, I am for my 
country and for my country’s interests. I am for maintaining and plac- 
ing our Government, through its Executive, always on a basis to pro- 
tect against the injustice and unfair discriminations of foreign govern- 
ments. I am for the freest commercial intercourse. No one in this 

has left to doubt my attitude on that question. 
the most unrestricted commercial intercourse; but I am not un- 
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mindful of the law of self-preservation. I would preserve all the in- 
terests of the country under the law, and be sure to have law to do it. 

Mr. BELMONT. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. DUNN. Certainly. 

Mr. BELMONT. I only wish to ask whether the gentleman from 
Arkansas does not agree to the statement of the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. DINGLEY] that this amendment has nothing directly to do with 
the pending fishery question? 

Mr. DUNN. Istate that most positively; and the only link that can 
connect it with it is that that incident has developed the possibility or 
probability—the fact indeed—that a foreign power can, under the reci- 
procity laws, unjustly by a violation of them deprive our vessels of com- 
mercial privileges, while our Executive is powerless to retaliate by with- 
drawing similar privileges from them. 

Now, this country has never suffered by the indiscretion or reckless- 
ness of the Executive in exercising such power as that; and I do not 
think Congress could feel any hesitancy or alarm on that score. Our 
Jaws in regard to our shipping, God knows, have been unfriendly enough. 
If we take the whole system of laws applied to our shipping interests, 
the vast catalogue of unnumbered burdens that have been imposed upon 
it, the avenues that have been opened to inventors and every other class 
of people to leech it and skin it and absolutely consume the shipping iz- 
terest with taxes and burdens and injustice that we have imposed upon 
it in every direction and in every form, it is enough to indicate that our 
Government has heretofore regarded that interest always in the light 
of a public enemy. 

It has been the office of the committee of which I have the honor to 
be chairman in this Congress to do what might be done to relieve these 
burdens, to take off these taxes, to remove these fetters, and to give 
greater freedom and a fairer chance to the shipping interests, to give 
it a show in the contest with the maritime powers of the world for 
some share in the maritime—over-sea—transportation of the world. 

We have worked in that direction, and I am gratified to know that 
we will have accomplished much if this bill passes. We will have re- 
moved a large mass of burdens and taxation exceeding $2,000,000 per 
annum; it may exceed three millions per annum if foreign govern- 
ments respond to another provision in the bill which does away with 
all tonnage tax so fast as foreign governments remove similar tonnage 
charges on our shipping in their ports. 

That was a war tax, imposed for revenue, unknown to our laws till 
the act of 1862. I regret that my distinguished colleague on the com- 
mittee and those on his side have not seen proper to go with the ma- 
jority for that last great crowning act which shall emancipate Amer- 
ican shipping—free ships and free material. I trust this measure will 
not be postponed. 

Mr. HEWITT. I should like to ask the chairman of the committee 
to point to the authority under which the President now can impose 
countervailing charges. The gentlemanfrom Maine referred to the act 
of 1823. Ido not find such authority in that act and I have not been 
able to find it in any other act. 

Mr. DUNN. The act of March 1, 1823, does confer that power on 
the President. 

Mr. DINGLEY. That act was read in another body by Senator Ep- 
MUNDs and I have sent for it. « 

Mr. HAMMOND. Will the gentleman from Maine allow me to read 
that act? 

Mr. DINGLEY. That was the act authorizing the President to re- 
move discriminating charges. 

Mr. HAMMOND. And there is no other act on the subject; no act 
authorizing the President of the United States to proclaim a duty on 
anybody. There are acts allowing him to takeit off. There is theact 
of 1824, now found in section 4228 of the Revised Statutes, amended in 
1828, which is now the law. The fourth section of the act of 1824I 
hold in my hand. ’ 

Mr. DUNN. That does not affect the question. The question is, 
shall the President be empowered to withhold from foreign govern- 
ments such privileges as they withhold from us ? 

Mr. HAMMOND. But the argument for giving him the power to 
do that is an argument that he has already the power to do certain 
other things; which assumption is not true, if I have read the statute 
correctly. ' 

Mr. DINGLEY. 
{[Mr. REAGAN]. 

Mr. REAGAN. I only desire to say a word in this discussion. It 
seems to me that the discussion here has taken almost too much of a 
diplomatic turn. We know that certain privileges have been denied to 
American vessels in the ports of Canada; and this couples itself with 
not very pleasant memories. There is no one who has examined the 
treaties between the United States and Great Britain, especially on the 
subject of the Canadian fisheries, but must feel humiliated by the fact 
that we have been alwayscheated. I do not object to the action which 
this committee has taken, and trust the House will sustain them in it— 
for this reason: The Canadian Government, or the British Government 
if you please, now puts the pressure upon us in engaging in diplomacy 
of putting our fishermen’s vessels at a disadvantage and of holding that 





I yield two minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
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pressure on them to get the advantage in any future diplomatic arrange- 
ment that may be made for a full settlement of this question. 

I trust Congress will show to the executive department of the Gov- 
ernment and to the British Government that we mean to insist on equal 
privileges and equal fairness between Canadian and American vessels. 
If we become so diplomatic as to help to unnerve the executive depart- 
ment and strengthen the aggressiveness of the British cabinet on this 
subject we may expect another treaty, in which we will beagain cheated. 
And while I am as anxious as any m can be to preserve the most 
friendly commercial relations with Great Britain and all other countries, 
I suppose the best thing to do is toshow we mean to preserve the rights 
of the American Government and the American people. [Applause. ] 
If we are always to be diplomatic, to place our own people and our own 
Government at a disadvantages by the action both of Congress and the 
executive department, we may always hereafter expect the results which 
have heretofore occurred in our diplomatic arrangements on this subject 
with Great Britain. 

I only desired to say this much, in the hope that the House will sus- 
tain the action of the committee. [Applause.] 

Mr. DINGLEY. I yield to the gentleman from Georgia two minutes. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Speaker, I have no desire to fight the report 
of the committee, except that I think they have gone too far in one 
thing. It is not true that the President of the United States has ever 
had the power to declare a discriminating duty uponany nation. The 
act of 1824, which was an act to repeal certain discriminating duties 
which we had theretofore had against foreign nations, in its fourth and 
concluding section gave the President the power, whenever he was in- 
formed by any foreign nations that they had repealed their discrimi- 
nating duties, to proclaim that ours should stand in abeyance so long as 
theirs did. That is its extent, and no more. That fourth section is as 
follows: 


Sue, 4. And be it further enacted, That upon satisfactory evidence being given 
to the President of the United States by the government of any foreign nation 
that no discriminating duties of tonnage or impost are im: or levied within 
the ports of the said nation upon vessels wholly belo to citizens of the 
United States, or upon merchandise, the ure thereof, im- 
ported in the same, the President is hereby authorized to issue his proclama- 
tion declaring that the foreign discriminating duties of and impost 
within the United States are, and shall be, ———— and discontinued, so far as 
respects the vessels of the said nation, and merchandise of its produce or 
manufacture, imported into the United States in the same; the said suspension 
to take effect from the time of such notification being given to the President of 
the U nited States, and to continue so long as the reciprocal exem: of vessels 
belonging to citizens of the United States, and merchandise as there- 
upon laden, shall be continued, and no longer. 


Now, this not only declares that the President may, but it declares 
that it shall be the duty of the President immediately, whenever there 
shall be any discriminating conduct against this Government, to issue 
a proclamation at once making a like discrimination on like vessels. 
We may be forced into war unwittingly by the President obeying this 
peremptory statute if it should become a law. 

The word ‘“‘duty’’ ought to be struck out. The discretion given to 
the President is certainly large enough, The statute ought not to re- 
quire him peremptorily to issue his proclamation. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I desire to say to the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. 
HAMMOND] that he is mistaken in saying that this section requires the 
President to issue hi# proclamation. The language is that ‘‘he is 
hereby authorized.’’ 

Mr. HAMMOND. ‘“‘It shall be the duty,” is the language. 

Mr. DINGLEY. ‘‘Is hereby authorized,” is the language. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Then I have been misinformed as to the lan- 
guage of the bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The bill as read says that ‘‘it 
shall be the duty.’’ 

Mr. DINGLEY. The gentleman is mistaken. He is reading from 
the original bill. It was changed in the committee from ‘‘it shall be 
the duty’’ to ‘‘is hereby authorized.’’ Let me read the section as it 
stands, and the gentleman from Kentucky will see that he is in error: 

That whenever any ine oyeaiey whose vessels have been on the 
same footing in the ports of the U States as American vessels (the coastwise 
trade excepted) deny to any vessels of the United States any of the commer- 
— Erivingnoconntee Sie cn eee 

reign coun President, satisfactory 
rea of such discriminations against any vessels of the United States, is 
hereby authorized to issue his préclamation excluding, on and after such time 
as he may indicate, from the exercise of such commercial privileges in oe 
the United States as are denied to American vessels in the ports of such 
country all vessels of such foreign country of a similar character to the vessels 
of the United States thus discriminated against, and suspending the concessions 
previously granted to the vessels of such country. 


follows: 


That this act (act removing certain discriminations against British colonial 
vessels) shall be and continue in eomenions se the above 
colonial ports shall be nm to the 
conformably to the of 
But if mone time _ 
or any e above enumerated British colonial authorized 
act of Parliament should be prohibited bya itch order in one or by act 
of Parliament, then from the day of the 





Parliament, or from the time that the same shall commence to be in force)... 
lamation having been made by the President of the United States, eaci ., 
every provision of this act, so far as the same shall apply to the intercours« |,.. 
tween the United States and the above enumerated British colonial pyor;. 
British vessels, shall cease to operate in their favor. : 

I yield five minutes to my colleague, the gentleman from Maine | ),, 
REED}. 

or REED, of Maine. Mr. Speaker, inasmuch as this matter mo, 
come up hereafter, I do not think that I shall waste the time of {}; 
House if I state the case as itappearstome. Underthe treaty of | -7) 
the fishermen of the United States were put at a disadvantage and t}:; 
people of Canada at an advantage. When that was made fully man; 
fest, the Congress of the United States gave notice of the abrogation o; 
that treaty. The treaty wasabrogated in July. The people of Canady 
are very desirous that they shall obtain the same advantage which tho 
had under the treaty, and are now struggling to put us at some disad- 
vantage, so that we may be forced an:l obliged to yield to their wishes 

In order to do it they go back to the old treaty of 1818, which lim- 
ited our rights on their shores and within their waters. In doing that 
they undertake to ignore a great change which has come over the com- 
mercial relations of the world. At that time the rights of foreign yy 
tions in the home port.all over the world were exceedingly limited 

To-day throughout the Christian world the rights are the same {) 
foreign ships that they are for ships in the home port. The Canadian, 
are attempting to ignore this advance in civilization, are endeavoring 
to send us back to the year1818. Now, these fisheries are conducted a)! 
along the waters in front of the coasts of the United States and Canada 
Those fisheries are participated in by American fishermen in waters op 
posite the Canadian shores and by Canadian fishermen in waters oppo 
site the American shores. The bait which is used to catch fish is in its 
nature perishable. It therefore becomes a great advantage for the fish- 
erman to be able to go into the port which is opposite his fishing ground 
in order to get bait and supplies. That right along our coast is to-day 
freely conceded to Canadian fishermen. They come in and out of our 
ports and purchase their supplies and their bait. But that right o 
privilege, so freely granted to them and so advantageous to them, they 
are refusing to our fishermen in like case, and the proposition here is 
simply to arm the President of the United States, after he has exhausted 
all diplomatic power and opinion—to arm him, Isay, with the right to 
deprive the Canadian of the privileges of which they deprive us. That 
isthe whole case. Iask you gentlemen, as members of Congress of this 
United States, are you prepared, any one of you, to refuse to treat the 
people of foreign nations as they treat us when their object is to force 
us into a disadvantageous position and gain of us rights which belong 
to us? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. REED. Surely. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The bill on its face does not 
apply to the matters of which the gentleman from Maine has spoken, 
and if the contention of the Canadian authorities be correct, that these 
fishing vessels have no commercial privileges, then this bill can no! 
apply to that question. Now, is it not proper, is it not best, that we 
shall in good faith introduce a bill that will meet the precise point 
stated by the gentleman from Maine—and I will gladly unite with him 
in passing it, gladly help him to do anything that is required to put 
our fishermen in the most advantageous position—is it not better, | 
ask, to introduce a bill for that express purpose, instead of acting 
hastily here upon a bill of this general character? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. The gentleman from Kentucky, instead of 
asking me a question, has expressed his opinion. Mine is to the con- 
trary. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I now move the previous question on the adoption 
of the report of the committee of conference. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. BR RIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, is it in order to 
move to recommit this report? 

The SPEAKER. Itisnot. The failure of the House to agree to the 
report would have precisely the same effect as the adoption of a motion 
to recommit. 


Will the gentleman pernit 


a o 

Mr. DINGLEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the report 
was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be |aid © 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TRUST FUNDS, ETC., IN CUSTODY OF DEPARTMENTS. 
Mr. HEWITT, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported 
back favorably the following resolution; which was read, considere|, 


and adopted: 
Resolved, That Secretary State, Secretary of War, the Secretary of 
Treasury, Cp cee Bes vy A rene nee, aay the Secretary of 
eae vely to furnish 


House with Secretary Interior be required respecti 
on whom ive fuland : saplets schedule of all trust fands in their custody, 
same an aman whom due, where held, and amoun'- of 
Apt —— A ped Be gt wet award ee 
other ue ithe custody of the shove-anmed officers of the 
see: sated amount required for repayment to importers of ¢ 
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and any and all claims, of whatever nature, estimated -_ Mr. HILL, n the Cx itte the Territories, reported a bill 
coas of custom dues, an on the 6 Sua Danna a lider ouieah the | r from the Committee on the Territories, reportec 


a the U: States. (H. R. 9118) to authorize a special session of the Legislature of Utah; 

Treasury . j ; . which was read a first and second time, referred to the House Calendar, 
~ mess ee ee by oe =~ > pam and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

was adopted, 








the table PUBLIC BUILDING, STAUNTON, VA. 
The latter motion was agreed to. Mr. SNYDER, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. reported back favorably the bill (H. R. 6318) for the erection of a pub- 
Mr. HATCH. [I call for the regular order lic building at the city of Staunton, Va.; which was referred to the 
r. : . 


: : . Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the 
Te SEAR The regular order is for the call of committees for accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
repo 


WINE FOR EXPORT. REBECCA HOLLINGSWORTH HUMPHREYS. 


rom the Committee on Ways and Means, reported, in Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Pensions, reported 

li Ms, RARE sohreed to the Genin bill (H. R. ‘o114) to pro- back favorably the bill (S. 1625) granting a pension to Rebecca Hol- 

“de for the fortification, for exportation, of wine free from internal- lingsworth Humphreys; which was referred to the Committee of the 

vvemae tad and to prevent frauds in connection therewith; which was Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
? ° - . 

read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole | Port, ordered to be printed. 

House on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, also presented the views 


ordered to be printed. of the minority on the foregoing bill; which were ordered to be printed 
INSPECTION OF TOBACCO, CIGARS, ETC. with the majority report. 
THOMAS J. OWEN. 
RECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky, from the Committee on Ways . ; , , 
rye reported em with qmnendenens the bill CH R 8585) to Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Pensions, also reported 
ae for the inspection of cigars, tobacco, and snuff, andi te repeal back favorably the bill (S. 1289) granting a pension to Thomas J. Owen; 
section 3151 of the Revised Statutes: which wes sefsered to the House | Which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
cael and the accompanyjng report ordered to be printed. ~ | vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
’ FRANCIS SORRELL. BONDS OF EXECUTORS IN THE DISTRICT. 


: +e : Mr. HEMPHILL, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
fi ee ev ae EMAIL Ik C000) 10 meaoeee ho polttio’! sear reported back favorably the bill (S. 1422) to amend the law relative to 
mena Sorrell, of Reanoke County, Virginia; which was referred to the bonds of executors in the Districtof Columbia; which was referred 
the Committee of the Whole House em the Private Calendar. and the | the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
accompanying report ordered to be printed. be printed. 

EUGENE E. M’LEAN. 
Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, also reported 
a bill (H. R. 9115) for the relief of Eugene E. McLean, of New York; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered te be printed. 
BUSINESS OF JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, also reported 
back favorably a resolution fixing days for the consideration of busi- 
ness of the Judiciary Committee; which was referred to the House Cal- 
endar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. CULBERSON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported, 
as a substitute for H. R. 5911, a bill (H. R. 9116) to provide for hold- 
ing terms of the United States courts at Texarkana, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, referred to the House 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

House bill No. 5911 was, by unanimous consent, laid on the table. 

TRANSPORTATION OF LIVE-STOCK. 


Mr. REAGAN, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back | of the Senate. : 
favorably a resolution directing the Committee on Commerce to make | The amendment was read, as follows: 
inquiry concerning the evils connected with the transportation of live | Insert after the word “report” the words “ for the year 1335 ;"’ .also amend the 
stock; which was referred to the House Calendar, and the accom pany- title to conform to the joint resolution. 
ing report ordered to be printed. The amendments were agreed to. 
NATIONAL SOLDIERS’ HOMES. Mr. EVANS moved the following amendment: 


fi . one 2 M Add: 2,000 for the use of the National Board of Health. 
snail dtaaiiaadaiaeen(it mec ttt emicee eeeete tae Mr. BARKSDALE. That is a proper amendment. 
National Homes for Disabled Soldiers, to fill vacancies in the board which Ea a was agreed Swe ~_— = 
occurred by iration of ¢ on the 2ist day of April, 1886; which | .. 1¢ joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
was referred to the House Calendar. and the accompanying report os time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
’ . - 
passed. 

to bo painted. The title was amended to conform to the joint resolution. 

MOBILE AND GIRARD RAILROAD COMPANY. Mr. BARKSDALE moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
Mr. VAN EATON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- | resolution was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
ported, as a substitute for H. R. 5202, the bill (H. R. 9117) to forfeit | laid on the table. 
certain lands of the Mobile and Girard Railroad Company, to confirm | The latter motion was agreed to. 


FRANCIS DENMEAD. 

Mr. HEMPHILL, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
also reported back favorably the bill (H. R. 7903) for the relief of Francis 
Denmead; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

CHEYENNE AND NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Mr. CAREY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back 
favorably the bill (S. 222) to authorize the Cheyenne and Northern 
Railway Company to build its road across Fort Russell and Fort Lara- 
mie military reservations; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

REPORT OF NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 


Mr. BARKSDALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported baek 
with an amendment a joint resolution (H. Res. 174) authorizing the 
printing of 25,000 copies of the report of the National Board of Health. 

The resolution authorizes the printing and binding, under the direc- 
tion of the National Board of Health, of 25,000 copies of the said report; 
16,650 for the use of the members of the House and 8,350 for the use 


eee CC 


i 


the title to the and to absolve said company from its obli- EXROLLE SIGNE 

eben & = and atieabear obit, Wen ilies ana REROLLED BILL 5 tax ED. ‘ 
second time. referred oo allie idl we By de mpa- Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
nying report, ordered to be printed , 7 — they had examined and found truly enrolled a bill (H. R. 7167) for the 

House bill No. 5202 y cendatidialin eunbenh, laid om the table relief of Mrs. Maria Hunter; when the Speaker signed the same. 

o Es : oN UTAM “emengmdiaaal ; CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. . : +. 4: | On motion of Mr. SPRINGER, the Committee on Claims was dis- 

bij! es ee ee for consideration at this time a | charged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 5681) for the 


The SPEAKER. It is not in order to ask for the ediianetion of a relief of F. M. Fitzhugh, and the same was referred to the Committee 
the ing } “| on War Claims. 


Mr. Very well; then I will report the bill and at some sub- | INCREASE OF NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 
sequent time ask for unanimous consent for its consideration and pas-| Mr. HERBERT, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported back 


"The ; favorably the following resolution; which was referred to the House 
Ph SPEAKER. The gentleman will send his bill up to the Clerk’s | Calendar, and ordered to be printed: 


Resolved, That the bill of the House No. 6644, entitled ‘‘A bill to increase the 


= 
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naval establishment,” be made the special order for Wednesday, June 9, after 
the call of committees for the consideration of business, and its consideration 
be resumed at the same time on Thursday, June 10, at the same time on 
Saturday, June 12, on which last day it shall be considered in the House as in 
Committee of the Whole under the five-minute rule until half past 3 o'clock 
p.m., when the previous question shall be considered as ordered on all pending 
ame ndments, the engrossment, and the third reading of the bill. If for any 


reason the consideration said bill shall not be had and completed as above, 
then this shall be a contjfuing order, and the said bill shall be considered as 
above on the first threg’days which can be devoted thereto. 

SEAL ROCKS, SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on the Public Lands, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 8107) to grant certain seal rocks to the 
city and county of San Francisco, State of California, in trust for the 
people of the United States; which was referred to the House Calen- 
dar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


VISITORS TO NAVAL ACADEMY. 


The SPEAKER. Under authority of the act of February 15, 1879, 
the Chair announces the appointment of Mr. Norwoop, Mr. Lore, and 
Mr. HARMER as Visitors on the part of the House to attend the next 
annual examination at the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md. 


OLEOMARGARINE. 


Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of bills raising revenue; and pending that motion I move 
that all debate on the pending section and all amendménts thereto be 
closed in ten minutes. 

Mr. REAGAN, Mr. HOLMAN, and others addressed the Chair. 

Mr. REAGAN. This is too important a paragraph to limit the de- 
bate to ten minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first state the question to the House. 
The gentleman from Missouri moves that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and pending 
that motion moves that all debate on the pending section and all 
amendments thereto be closed in ten minutes. 

Mr. HATCH. And on that motion I demand the previous question. 

Mr. REAGAN. The section is too important a one to be closed in 
that way. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to make a statement. 

Mr. HATCH. One at a time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from In- 
diana. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to give notice, Mr. Speaker, that to-morrow 
morning the Committee on Appropriations will ask to take up for con- 
sideration the legislative, &c., appropriation bill. 

Mr. HATCH. I will say to the gentleman from Indiana if it is pos- 
sible to complete this bill to-day we will be glad to assist him in get- 
ting it up. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust my friend will have it completed in time. 

Mr. REAGAN. The third section is the important section of the 
bili, and so far debate upon it has been upon a single amendment. I 
ask the gentleman from Missouri to allow thirty minutes for the pur- 
pose of discussing other amendments which are ready to be offered. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HAMMOND. This section contains three paragraphs. It is a 
revenue bill. ,Under Rule XXIII can a limitation be put upon debate 
on all paragraphs when the third paragraph has not — been reached ? 

The SPEAKER. No point of order has been made against the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Iam making that now. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the gentleman to rise to a 
parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Perhaps ! stated it as a parliamentary inquiry. 
My point of order is that the debate can not be limited on os whole 
section, containing as it does three distinct 

Mr. WELLBORN. Will the sateen teaediiened yield to me 
for a moment? 

Mr. HATCH. Certainly. 

Mr. WELLBORN. On the 19th day of April the House, under a 
suspension of the rules, agreed to this resolution: 


Resolved, That Thursday, the 27th day of May,and Saturday, the 29th day of 
May, after the morning hour for the consideration of bills reported from com- 
mittees, be set apart for such business as may be presented or indicated by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, &c. 


From the temper of the House, as manifested on yesterday and the 
day before, it is quite obvious that it would be utterly useless for me 
to attempt to get to-day forany Indian business, and I shall not ask to 
do it; but Ido ask unanimous consent of the House that so much of 


this resolution as relates to this day be continued over, and apply to 
Saturday, June 12. 


Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. That is fair. 

Mr. HATCH. I hope that will be done. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman 
from Texas? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia makes the point of 





order that this bill is being considered by paragraphs under the ,, ule, 
and that the motion to limit debate can apply only to the first parag 
of the section under consideration, and not to the entire section. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I should like to be heard for a mo 
on that point. 

To meet the views of the gentleman from Texas, and other members 
who desire further debate on this section, it will be well for the House 
to understand that we have already had a long debate (fifty mi 
on this section alone, in addition to the three days and one ni; oh 
sumed in the general debate. 

Now, if the House by unanimous consent will agree that all debate 
shall be considered as terminated at 4 o’clock to-day, and that we m; Ay 
then go into the House with the bill, I am willing that no further jin. 
itation to the debate shall be fixed upon any section of the bill: but j; 
it is the purpose of gentlemen simply to waste a large portion of the 
valuable time of the House, as was done on yesterday, by dilatory mo- 
tions, I shall insist upon the consideration of the bill in the House un- 
der the rules. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HAMMOND. My point of order is that pending the considera. 
tion of the question of order the gentleman has no right to talk of get- 
ting the consent of the House. 

TheSPEAKER. TheChairunderstood the gentleman {from Missouri 
to be asking unanimous consent. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Then I will stop that at once by interposing an 
objection. 

Mr. HATCH. The gentleman from Georgia generally does that ex- 
cept when on the floor himself. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Now as to the pointof order: This section when 
reached on yesterday, containing as it does three paragraphs, | raised 
the point of order at once that each of the three paragraphs was sub- 
ject to the action of the committee and to limitation of debate by it- 
self. The chairman of the Committee of the Whole said that he would 
have the three ye read, but that this third section should be 
considered only by the paragraphs into which it was divided. To ap- 
ply the limitation of debate on the whole section therefore would have 
the effect to cut off debate except upon the paragraph immediately 
under consideration, and such motion would therefore be out of 
order. . 

There has been a number of decisions upon this particular point. A 
long discussion took place heretofore upon a similar proposition. ‘here 
was a notable effort made here in February, 1882, to cut off debate upon 
a tariff bill, but it was not persisted in. There were many arguments 
made against it, one of the strongest being by Governor Robinson, 0! 
Massachusetts, and it was determined that the committee could not 
pass beyond the paragraph, nor limit debate beyond the paragraph im- 
mediately under consideration. My point of order, therefore, is that 
this section, being divided into three paragraphs, is entitled to have a 
separate consideration for each paragra’ 

Mr. HATCH. Will the gentleman point out what he claims to be 
the three paragraphs or divisions relating to independent subjects ’ 

Mr. HAMMOND. This section contains three paragraphs, the first 
being a tax on the manufacturers of oleomargarine, the second a tax 
and certain tions as to dealers—— 

Mr. HATC Wholesale dealers. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Yes, sir; and the third has reference to re tai il 
dealers. Now, we have under consideration the first paragraph relat- 
ing to the tax on manufacturers. The other two paragraphs were read 
with the statement by the chairman of the committee that the reading 
would not prevent the consideration by paragraphs under Rule XXIII, 
and that reading was consented to because of that statement. 

Now the gentleman from Missouri pro by his motion to limit 
debate on all the hs in that section when only one has been 
under discussion. Such a motion to limit debate is not in order. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr.S , | only desire to say in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia t the entire section has been read in commit- 
tee and has been under a and without any objection or point 
of order, except that made b * the gentleman from Georgia, which was 
overruled oe tee the ittee of the Whole. 

Mr. HA ND. Isubmit it was not. The Chair expressly held 
= it t bosend, but would be considered under the rule by para- 

stepped to the desk and asked if the Chair meant to rule 
verse to me, and he said he did not. 
ATCH. I certainly so understood him. That point of order 
was = sone 
Mr. HAMMOND. It was no 
The SPEAKER. Clause 6 of | Rule XXIII provides: 


The House may, by the yore ots ofa ae of the members present, a: any 


staph 


t con- 


time after the five has begun upon proposed amendments to 
any section or paragraph coe contin close all debate upon such section or pa™m- 
graph— 


That is, upon the section or paragraph upon which the five-minute 
debate - a The gentleman froma Georgia makes the point that 
no debate has taken place on any part of the section except the fimt 








1886. 


Mr. HATCH. Letme call the attention of the Chair to the fact that 
the Reconp shows that an amendment is pending to the second para- 
graph reducing the tax on the manufacturers of oleomargarine from $600 
to $200, and that that has been debated by several gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. That is the first paragraph of the section. The 
Chair finds on examination of the Recorp that when the reading of 
the first h of the third section had been concluded in Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] arose for the purpose of arresting the further 
reading; but the chairman of the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union thereupon announced that the entire section 
would be read, but amendments would be received to the paragraph. 
The Chair thinks, inasmuch as every bill must consist of one or more 
sections—appropriation bills, for instance, containing in a single section 
one hundred or more phs—the House can not close debate on a 
paragraph till debate has n upon it. 

Mr. HATCH. I withdraw the call for the previous question for the 
purpose of amending my motion so that all debate upon the pending 
paragraph and amendments thereto shall be limited to one minute, and 
upon that I demand the previous question. 

But before the question is taken I again ask, as I believe the request 
was not submitted to the House, unanimous consent that the previous 
question may be considered as ordered upon this bill and all amend- 
ments at 4 o’clock this day. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon ordering the previous ques- 
tion on the motion of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatcn }. 
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The question being taken, there were—ayes 111, nays 12. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, and Mr. BLANCHARD. No quo- 
rum. 

Mr. HATCH. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 181, nays 55, not 
voting 86; as follows. 

YEAS—181. 
Adams, G. E. Ford, Louttit, Seney, 
Adams, J.J. Forney, Lowry, Sessions, 
Allen, C. H. Frederick, Lyman, Seymour, 
Allen, J. M. Fuller, - Matson, Shaw, 
Anderson, C. M. Funston, McAdoo, Singleton, 
Anderson, J. A. Gallinger, McComas, Smalls, ° 
Atkinson, Geddes, McCreary, Snyder, 
Baker, Gilfillan, McKenna, Sowden, 
Ballentine, Glass, McKinley, Spriggs, 
Barksdale, Green, R. 8. Millard, Springer, 
Barry, Green, W.J. Milliken, StahInecker, 
Bayne, Grosvenor, Moffatt, Stephenson, 
Beach, Grout, Morgan, Stewart, J. W. 
Bland Halsell, Morrill, Stone, W. J., of Ky. 
Bound Haim>, Morrow, Strait, 
Boutelle, Hatch, Murphy, Struble, 
Brady, Hayes, eal, Swinburne, 
Browne, T. M. Henderson,D.B. Neece, Swope, 
Brown, W. W. Henderson,J.S. Negley, Taulbee, 
. Henley, O’ Ferrall, Taylor, E. B. 

4 epburn, Osborne, Taylor, I. H. 
Bunnell, Herbert, Owen, Taylor, Zach. 
Burrows, Herman, Parker, Thomas, O. B. 
Caldwell, » Payne, Townshend, 
Campbell, J. M, Hill, Payson, Van Schaick, 
Campbell, T. J. Hiscock, 1, Viele, 

Cannon, Hitt, Perkins, Wade, 
Carleton, Holman, Pete Wadsworth, 
Conger, Hopkins, Pettibone Wakefield, 
Cooper, Howard, Pi 5 Ward, T. B. 
Cowles, Hudd, Pindar, Warner, William 
oe Jackson, Plumb, Weaver, A.J. 
‘ulberson, James, Price, veaver, J. B. 
Cutcheon, Johnegon, F. A Randall, Weber, 
Davenport, Johnston, J.T. Reed, T. B. West, 
Davidson, A. C, Johnston, Reese, Wheeler, 
Dawson, Ketcham, Richardson, White, A.C. 
Dingley, Bes, Riggs, White, Milo 
partes r, well, Whiting, 

Laffoon, Romeis, Wilkins, 
Ermentrout, La Follette, Rowell, Wolford, 
Evans, Ryan, Woodburn, 
Everhart, Le Fevre, Sadler, Worthington. 
Felton, Lehlbach, Sawyer, 
Fisher, Libbey, Scott, 

Tr, y; Scranton, 
NAYS--55. 

Barnes, Davidson, R.H.M. Maboney, St. Martin, 
Bennett, Dowdney, Martin, Tarsney, 
Blanchard, Dunham, Maybury, Taylor, J. M. 
Bliss, Gay, Miller, Throckmorton, 
Bragg, Gibson, Eustace Morrison, Tillman, 
Coe hartge: C. BR. Hammond, Norwood, Tucker, 
Cam ' Harris, Oates, Turner, 

’ ee, O'Neill, Charles Van Eaton, 
Catchings, HH t, Perry, Ward, J.H. 
Cobb, Irion, . Wellborn, 
Crisp, Jones, J. H. Sayers, Willis, 
aa, Kelley, nner, Wilson, 

iel, Lanham, Spooner, Wise. 
Dargan, Lawler, Stewart, Charles 
i NOT VOTING—S6. 

en, Bingham, Brown, C. E, Butterworth, 
Arnot, Blount, Brumm, Bynum, 
Belmont, Brectinridge, WCP.Darae Campbell, J. E. 
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Caswell, Findlay, Little, Ranney, 
Clardy, Foran, Long, Reid, J. W. 
Clements, Gibson, C. H. Lore, Rice, 

Cole, Glover, Lovering, Robertson, 
Collins, Goff, Markham, Rogers, 
Compton, Guenther, MeMillin, Steele, 
Comstock, Hale, McRae, Stone, E. F. 
Crain, Hall, Merriman, Stone, W.J., of Mo. 
Curtin, Hanback, Mills, Storm, 

Davis, Hayden, Mitchell, Symes, 
Dibble, Heard, Muller, Thomas, J. R. 
Dockery, Henderson, T. J. Nelson, Thompson, 
Dougherty, Hires, ©’ Donnell, Trigg, 

Dunn, Holmes, O Hara, Waite, 

Eden, Houk, O'Neill, J. J. Warner, A. J. 
Elisberry, Hutton, Outhwaite, Winans, 

Ely, Jones, J.'T Pheips, 

Farquhar, Landes, Pirce, 


So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JACKSON. I ask that the reading of the 
pensed with. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I object. 

The following pairs were announced: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, with Mr. GUENTHER. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, with Mr. Rice. 

Mr. CLEMENTS with Mr. HoLMeEs. 

Mr. BURNES with Mr. CASWELL. 

Mr. Grsson, of Maryland, with Mr. HAYDEN. 

Mr. HutTTon with Mr. PIRceE. 

Mr. WAIT with Mr. EDEN. 

Mr. ByNuM with Mr. MCKENNA. 

Mr. WINANS with Mr. Houk. 

Mr. CoLeE with Mr. Tuomas, of Illinois. 

Mr. Jones, of Alabama, with Mr. BURLEIGH. 

Mr. ROBERTSON with Mr. ELy. 

Mr. FoRAN with Mr. Lona. 

Mr. RoGeErS with Mr. Ezra B. TAYLOR. 

Mr. DIBBLE with Mr. LitrLe. If present, Mr. DIBBLE would vote 
against the pending bill. 

Mr. ARNOT with Mr. DAVIs. 
and Mr. DAVIS against it. 

On this vote: 

Mr. McRAE with Mr. SyMEs. 
Mr. CRAIN with Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. 

For to-day: 

Mr. MITCHELL with Mr. Gorr. 

Mr. GLOVER with Mr. O’ DONNELL. 

Mr. CoLLIns with Mr. KETCHAM. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE with Mr. HANBACK. 

Mr. MULLER with Mr. BINGHAM. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, with Mr. THOMPSON. 

Mr. CABELL with Mr. BUTTERWORTH, for two days—to-day and to- 
morrow. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Missouri [ Mr. HATCH] to limit debate on the paragraph under 
consideration and on all amendments thereto to one minute. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. HAtTcH] that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose ot further considering 
the bill the title of which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

House bill No. 8328, defining butter; also imposing a tax upon and regulating 
the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the pending amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 3 by striking out,in line 2,the words “six hundred” and in- 
serting “‘one hundred.” So which the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Browne} 
oa an amendment, striking out * one hundred” and inserting ‘“‘ two hun- 


names may be dis- 


Mr. ARNOT would vote for this bill 


The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate upon this 
paragraph and amendments thereto is limited to one minute. 

Mr. HATCH. I yield to the gentleman from California [Mr. Mor- 
ROW] to have a dispatch read. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman, what gentleman from Indiaia offered 
the amendment to the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that it was offered by 
Mr. Browne, of Indiana. 

Mr. DUNHAM. He withdrew the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk did not hear the gentleman from In- 
diana withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. MORROW. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the telegram which I 
send to the Clerk’s desk be now read. 
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The Clerk read as follows. 
Saw Francisco, Can. 
Hon. W. W. Morrow, CHAR Les N, Penton, BARncLAY Hentey, Josern McK ex- 
wa, J. A. Lowrrrr,or H, H. Marxkmam, Washington, D. C.: 
The dairy interest of this State, in which is invested upwards of $25,000,000, is 
deeply interested in the passage of the bill levying a heavy tax on va 


of dairy products, The undersigned, representing the dairymen of the State 
respectfully urge your best efforts in the passage of this measure. 


(Signed by ) Wheaton & Luhrs; Dodge, Sweeney & Co. ; C. E. VS 

Getz Bros, & c ©.; Brigham, Ho ype & Co. ; Gage, Shattuck & Co. V ooste 

& Co.; Robert Haight & Co. OM MeHenry & Co.; Von Ronn & Li eatinens 

Hegler, Johnson & Co. ; Marin, Feusier & Co.; H.N. Tilden & Co.; . Martens 
& Co.; 0. B. Smith & Co : E. W. Forsaith & Co. ; Witzel & Baker, Herman Joost, 
Norton, Risdon & Co. ; C. F. Bassett & Co. ; Russ, Sanders & Co.; M. T. Freitas 
& Co.: Grangers’ Business Association, E. Van Every, manager ; Coffer, we 
©o.; Henry & Osgood, Ross & Hewlett, >. Feiling & Co.; W. . Price & Co. ; 


H, Rouse. 
The SPEAKER. 


The Chair is informed that the gentleman from 
Indiana [ Mr. 


sROWNE] withdrew the amendment offered by him yes- 


terday to the pending amendment. The question therefore is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr DuNHAM] which the 
Clerk has read. 
Mr. DUNHAM. I certainly understood that the gentleman from 
Indiana [| Mr, BrowNer] had withdrawn his amendment. 
TheCHAIRMAN, Theamendment will beconsidered as withdrawn 
unless some other member renews it. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Irenewtheamendment. I did not under- 
stand that it was withdrawn. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ohio [Mr. BuTrERWortTH] 
renews the amendment. The question, then, ison that amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The amendment to the amendment is to strike out “ one hundred dollars” 
and insert * two hundred dollars.” 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now ison the amendment submit- 
ted by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. DuNHAM] to amend the bill 
by striking out in line 2, section 3, the words ‘‘ six hundred ”’ and in- 
serting ‘‘ one hundred.’’ 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 46, noes 100. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point being made that no quorum has voted, 
the Chair appoints as tellers the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Dunnam] 
and the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HatcH]. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 44, noes 
119. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, I moveto amend, in line 
2, by striking ont ‘'six hundred ’’ and imserting in lieu thereof the 
words ‘‘ two hundred and fifty.’’ 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 51, noes 86. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will appoint astellers the gentleman 
from Missouri, Mr. WARNER, and the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. 
HATCH. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 29, noes 90. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Mr. Chairman, I move to outs in section 3, 
line 2, after the word ‘‘oleomargarine,’’ by inserting the words “or 
uses the same or any part of the ingredients which enter into the com- 
position of the same in the manufacture of butter.’’ 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I want to offer an 
amendment which will precede that. I propose to amend, in line 2, 
by striking out ‘‘ six hundred” and “three hundred.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. All amendments to this paragraph will be en- 
tertained by the Chair. 

The question was taken on the amendment offered by Mr. BLancu- 
ARD, and there were—ayes 36, noes 84. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point being made that noquorum has voted, 

the Chair will appoint to act as tellers the gentleman from Louisiana, 
Mr. BLANCHARD, and the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. Hatcn. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 30, noes 119. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Is that a quorum? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Then I ask for the vote of a quorum. 

Mr. HATCH. I demand that the roll be called. 

The CHAIRMAN. No quorum having voted on this question, the 

the absentees. 


Clerk will eall the voll for of 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, when the following members 
failed to answer.to their names: 
Aiken, Clements, Gay, Landes, 
Anderson,C.M. Cole, Gibson, C. FH. Le Fevre, 
Arnot, Collins, Gilfillan, Little, 
Barbour, Compton, Glover, Louttit, 
Belmont, Comstock, Goff, Markham, 
Bingham, Crain, Grosvenor, McRae, 
Brumm, Davis, Guenther, Milliken, 
Burieigh, Dibble, nee Mills, 
Bynum, Dougherty, Muller, 
Cabell, Eden, Houk, Norwood, 
Cam) n, J. E. Felton, Hutton, Oates, 
Clardy, Frederick, Kelley, . O'Hara, 
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Mr. WELLBORN having taken the chair as § 
SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole House 0), 
state of the Union having had under consideration the bill (H. |. 

r | defining butter, also imposing a tax upon and regulating the man./,,; 
ure, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine, had { ind 
itself without a quorum; whereupon the chairman had ordered ¢| 
to be called, as required by the rules, and now — to the Ho 
the names of the absentees to be entered on the J ournal. 


any misunderstanding, the vote should be taken de novo. 
appoints as a teller, in the place of the gentleman from Louisiana, Mec 
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— 


Outhwaite, Robertson, Thomas, J. R. Wait, 
Piree, Thompson, War ; 
Reid, J. W. Shiner, Trigg, Winans’ - 
Rice, Steele, Van Schaick, Woodburn 


The Committee of the Whole rose in accordance with the rule. ,, nd 
Speaker pro tempore, 


x 


act 






Ouse 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the report made by the chaj 


of the Committee of the Whole shows the presence of a quorum. th ‘th 
Committee of the Whole without further order will resume its «i; 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Wh h vie 


and resumed the consideration of House bill 8328. 


The CHAIRMAN. The pending question is upon the amend ment o; 


the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. BLANCHARD], on which no qu 


voted. The vote will be again taken. 
Mr. PRICE. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry—whether those why 


voted on this question before the committee rose should now vote a 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that, in order to avo 
The 


BLANCHARD, the gentleman from West Virginia, Mr. Grrsov. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 3), 
noes 140. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I move toamend the pending p: iragraph 
by striking out “six hundred” and inserting ‘‘three hundred,’ 
to read, ‘‘ manufacturers of oleomargarine shall pay $300.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN (having put the question). In the opinion of the 


Oo OS 


Chair the amendment is not agreed to. 


Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Simply to ascertain the feeling of tho 
House, and without any desire for delay, I ask for a division. 

The question being again taken, there were—ayes 51, noes 105. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to amend by striking out ‘‘six hundred” 
and inserting ‘‘three hundred and fifty;’’ so as to make the tax to be 
paid by manufacturers of oleomargarine $350. 

The amendment was not agreed to, there being—ayes 26, noes 125. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to amend by striking out ‘‘six hundred”’ 
and inserting “‘four hundred.”’ 

The amendment was not agreed to, there being—ayes 18, noes 13) 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I move to amend by inserting 
after the word “ oleomargarine, ” at the end of line 4, section 3, these 
words: 

Provided, That for the purposes of this act no one who makes out of pure — 
cles an imitation of butter, and who properly stamps the same as herein required 


and who makes not more than 10,000 pounds a year,shall be deemed a m: anu. 
facturet. 


The CHAIRMAN (after putting the question). 
Chair the ent is not to. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas (in his seat), 
vision. 

Mr. HATCH. I make the point of order that no gentleman has 
risen in his seat in accordance with the rules of the House to ask for a 
division. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas (rising). I will comply with the 
rules and rise in my place. I call for a division. 

Mr. HATCH, All that I ask is that the rules may be complied 
with. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairalways recognizes any gentleman de- 
manding a division whether he rises from his seat or not. 

The question being again taken, there were—ayes 32, noes 130. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. No quorum. 

Mr. Haten and Mr. BreckrygrpGe, of Arkansas, were appointed 
as tellers. 

The committee divided; and the — reported—ayes 20, noes 145 

So the amendment was 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas 


In the opinion of the 


I call for a di- 


I have another amendment 


to offer. 
Mr. BLANCHARD. Most fraitful man! [Laughter. ] 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In section 3, line 2, strike out “six hundred” and insert “fifty.” 
Mr. NELSON. I make the point of order that we have alrealy 
that. 


The CHAIRMAN. We have not passed it. 
Mr. HATCH. I did not hear the amendment. Let the Clerk re- 


it 
Pe AIRMAN. It is to strike out “six hundred’’ and insert 


**fifty.’’ 
Mr. HATCH. Has not that been already voted on 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. That is the Geent fixed fur 
brewers. I wish to equalize this. 








Mr. NELSON. 


me The CHAIRMAN. It has not been passed, and the amendment is 
in order. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 33, noes 118. 
Mr. DUNHAM. No quorum has voted. 
Mr. BreckINRIDGE, of Arkansas, and Mr. HatcH were appointed 
sllers. 
ee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 19, 
s 145. 
a the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. [I offer another amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 3 by striking out “six hundred” and inserting “four hundred 
and seventy-five.” 

Mr. DUNHAM. I demand a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 14, noes 124. 

So the amendment was di to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read the amendment sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add after the word “ oleomargarine,”’ in line 14 of section 3,the words ‘‘and 
that the provisions of this section shall apply to watered milk, adulterated 
butter, ancient sanded sugar, glucose sirup, artificial honey, candles and 
soaps of less werght than they are sold for, bottles of wines and liquors of less 
quantity than they are re; mted to contain, adulterated wines, brandy, or 
whisky, shoddy cloths of all kinds, shoes with brown-paper soles, or any other 
article for food, drink, or wear which is or may be represented as pure, unadul- 
terated, or genuine, or of full weight or measure, if it is, in fact, impure, adulter- 
ated, or of different quantity or quality than it may be represented to be by the 
seller. 

[Great laughter. ] 

Mr. HATCH. I make the point of order that the amendment is not 

rmane to the ph under consideration. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the Chair desires, I wish to be heard on the 
point of order. 

Mr. HATCH. I do not desire to take up any time in discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opinion this amendment is 
not germane to the section under consideration. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!”’ 
“Vote!” ’ 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to know what the decision of the Chair is. 
[Cries of “‘ Vote!’’ ‘‘Vote!’’] Has the Chair made a decision on the 
point of order? 

Th 


We have voted on $100, and can not go below that 


e The Chair is of the opinion——-_ [Cries of ‘‘ Reg- 
ular order !’’] 

Mr. REAGAN. Will the Chair hear me on the point of order? 
[Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’ “‘ Vote!’ “‘Regular order!’’] I desire to be heard. 
“Regular order!’’}] This is a revenue bill. 

Mr. HENLEY. Wait a minute. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already decided the question of 
order. 

Mr. REAGAN. I suppose I have a right to be heard. 

The CHAIRMAN. e Chair will hear the gentleman. [Cries of 
“ Regular order !?’] 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish to place on record the reasons why the amend- 
ment has been submitted to the committee. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular or- 
der!”} I then, from the decision of the Chair. 

The CHA The Chair requests members to be in order. 

Mr, REAGAN. I wish to be heard on the point of order. Can I get 

: en . by the Chair to know whether I can be heard on the point 
of order ? 


Mr. HENLEY. Regular order! 

Mr. REAGAN. Before he made his decision I asked the Chair to be 
heard on the point of order. I think that courtesy should be extended 
tome. (Cries of ‘‘ Regular order! ’’] 

A MEMBER. Read the riot act. 

Mr. REAGAN. I think the ruling of the Chair was arbitrary and 


unjust and a to me when I was asking to be heard. 

The . The Chair desires to state to the gentleman if 
he will permit him——-_ [Criesof ‘‘Regularorder!’’] Will the com- 
Inittee be in order? 


Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas will suspend for one 
minute. The Chair did not understand that the gentleman desired to 
diseuss this question. 

Mr. REAGAN. As soon as the point of order was made by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri I stated that if the Chair desired to hear any- 
thing I asked to be heard on the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not hear that remark; but will 


"i HENLEY 
Mr. . Does it require unanimous consent? The Chair has 
. era j How is this, then? 


REAGAN. b the bill before the House purports 
to be a revenue 
. HENLEY. what means does the gentleman get the floor to 
TORI — sill i 
a int of order. 
Mr. I have beiswecnaibaes 
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Mr. HENLEY. Some of the balance of us have rights here too. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will repeat that the gentleman from 
Texas stated, before the Chair decided the point of order, that he would 
like to be heard upon the point of order. The Chair did not hear the 
statement of the gentleman, and therefore proceeded to rule against 
the amendment. 

Mr. REAGAN. I was on my feet when the amendment was read 
and asked to be heard. 

Mr. STRUBLE. But it was coupled with the proposition ‘‘if the 
Chair desired to hear an argument upon the question of order.’’ 

Mr. CANNON. I rise toa question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will take the word of the ¢ 
from Texas for it. 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope now that I may be permitted to proceed for 
a few minutes without interruption, and that gentlemen will be able 
to hold themselves in check. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. I desire to 
know whether the right of the gentleman from Texas to address the 
Chair now depended upon his demand to be heard or upon his recog- 
nition by the Chair before the announcement of the decision was made. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair had recognized thegentleman to move 
an amendment, and he was on his feet for the purpose of submitting 
the amendment. The point of order was immediately made by the 
gentleman from Missouri, and the Chair, without hearing the gentle- 
man from Texas express a desire to discuss the point of order, ruled 
against him, or rather sustained the point of order. The gentleman 
from Texas now states that he did desire to be heard. 

Mr. HEPBURN. But the gentleman was not recognized by the 
Chair, and the Chair has already decided the question. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman was on the floor and states 
he was desirous of being heard. 

Mr. STRUBLE. I wish to make the further point that he said if the 
Chair desired to hear anything on the point of order. The Chair ex- 
pressed no such desire, but ruled immediately on the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair will take the statement of the gentlc- 
man that he desired to be heard on the point of order. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. SOWDEN. [I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SOWDEN. I wish to ask whether the gentleman from Texas 
can proceed now to argue the question when the point of order has been 
already decided by the Chair and that decision announced to the com- 
mittee. 

The CHAIRMAN. But if the decision was made in ignorance of the 
fact that the gentleman desired to be heard the Chair is ready to cor- 
rect what might be an injustice to the gentleman from Texas. It has 
been customary to allow an explanation of the amendment on which 
the point of order is made. Debate upon points of order is always in 
the discretion of the Chair, and the Chair will therefore hear the gentlc- 
man from Texas. 

Mr. REAGAN. 





ntleman 


Mr. Chairman, the bill before the House is a revenue 
bill or itis a fraud. The pretense is that it is a revenue bill. 

Mr. SCOTT. I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SCOTT. The point of order is that the gentleman can not dis. 
cuss the merits of the bill when taking the floor upon the point of order 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania makes the 
point of order that the gentleman must confine himself to a discussion 
of the question of order; and the Chair sustaine it. 

Mr. REAGAN. Perhaps the gentleman from Pennsylvania would 
like to make my speech for me; if so, I will desist. 

Mr. SCOTT. Idid not hear the remark of the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. REAGAN. I said if the gentleman from Pennsylvania proposes 
to make my speech for me I will give him the floor. 

Mr. SCOTT. No, sir; I would not like to adopt anything y: 
[ Laughter. } 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope, Mr. Chairman, that I may now proceed 
without interruption. I have never committed such a discourtesy to 
any gentleman upon this floor since I have been here. 

I have stated that this bill is reported as a revenue bill. If itisa 
revenue bill, if its purpose be honest, then the amendment which I 
propose is in the line of legislation proposed by the bill, for it seeks to 
collect the revenue from other things of a similar character. It is to 
collect the revenue from a large number of articles mentioned in the 
amendment. Is it not as legitimate under a revenue bill to collect 
revenue from watered milk or diluted butter as it is from oleomarga- 
rine? I put that question to the Chair. 

The whole amendment goes to the point, if the object is revenue, of 
increasing the revenue to be derived from the bill, for my amendment 
will give much more revenue than the bill of the committee. If the 
object is to protect the people against frauds and impositions, then my 

ent goes further than the committee’s bill in the line of pro- 
tecting the people against such frauds and impositions, and protects 
them against many frauds of the same kind and general character in- 
stead of but one. If the object is to prevent injury to the public 
health—for I shall meet the opposition to this amendment on all 
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points—by the use of adulterated foods and drink, the amendment I 
have offered proposes to protect the people more extensively and gen- 
erally against diluted, adulterated, and injurious foods or drinks than 


does the bill of the committee. If the object is to accommodate the 
wishes of the people—and of course nobody here has any selfish motive 
in this thing—then my amendment accommodates the wishes and the 
interests of an infinitely greater number of people than the committee’s 
bill. If the object is to secure the advantages of impartial legislation 
and avoid class legislation and unjust discriminations, then my amend- 
ment goes to the point of being impartial and just, for it is applicable 
to all the frauds that belong to that vast class of diluted and adulter- 
ated foods and drinks, as well as to the sale of shoddy goods. 

So that, take it in any view in which the committee has presented it 
to the House or can present it, the amendment is in the same line as 
the committee’s bill, and in my judgment is germane. 

But the first proposition I made isa full answer to the point of order 
made against the amendment. This is a revenue bill, if it is nota 
fraud. It is a revenue bill, if it is not here by false pretenses. * And 
as a revenue pill I propose to give it more power, more virtue, and se- 
cure more revenue by taxing the various sorts of frauds and impositions 
of the class that it is said this bill intends to prevent. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Texas is not germane to this part of the bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. I appeal from the decision of the Chair and ask 
that the amendment be again read. 

The amendment was again read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided that the amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Texas was not germane to this part of the 
bill. From that decision the gentleman from Texas appeals. The 
question is: Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committee? 

The committee divided; and there wer2—ayes 123, noes 28. 

Mr. REAGAN. No quorum. 

The Chair appointed as tellers Mr. HatcH and Mr. REAGAN. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 131, 
noes 32. 

So the decision of the Chair stood as the judgment of the committee. 

Mr. REAGAN. I shouid like to have the yeas and nays on this ques- 
tion. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman can not have the yeas and nays 
in committee, and the question does not go to the House. 

Mr. DANIEL. I desire to offer an amendment, tostrike out, in line 
15, section 3, ‘‘$48’’ and insert ‘‘$25.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. That paragraph is not yet reached. 

Mr. DANIEL. Then I offer an amendment to the pending para- 
graph, which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In lines 5 and 6 of section 3 strike out “ $180" and insert “* $100.” 


Mr. DANIEL. Mr. Chairman, I offer this amendment in faith, 
and beg leave to give notice now that as the reading of this bill is pro- 
ceeded with I shall offer an amendment at the proper stage to repeal 
all revenue taxation on fruit brandy, and also to repeal all internal- 
revenue taxation upon tobacco. 

In the first place, it is my desire, in no spirit of faction, however much 
I may be opposed to the bill in its present shape, to make it such a bill 
as it pretends and as it legitimately might be designed to be. And 
let me say, sir, that if this bill, in its present shape, with a tax of 10 
cents upon oleomargarine in any form, is passed, I conceive the gentle- 
men who are seeking to protect the people against adul foods 
are themselves committing the very evil which they seek to aim at, by 
adulterating legislation; and that by their adulterated legislation they 
will not su by so heavy a tax in preventing adulterated food from 
being sold, but will themselves encourage the thing which they design 
to suppress. 

It is conceded, Mr. Chairman, that there are many species of oleo- 

‘margarine. It is conceded, and it is demonstrated, that is a com- 

pound called oleomargarine concocted of entirely wholesome and pal- 
atable substances. It is conceded also, and therein comes the great 
evil, beyond the evil of a counterfeit, that there are very noxious com- 
pounds likewise styled oleomargarine. 

Now, sir, it is also a fact that the wholesome article of oleomargarine 
may be manufactured at some 7 or 8 cents a If you tax all 
species of oleomargarine, that which is wholesome and that which is 
poisonous and noxious alike, the result will be that those who continue 
to manufacture this compound will palm off the noxious upon the mar- 
ket, and that the people will suffer the evil of deleterious food more 


after this bill is than before. 
Mr. . Will the gentleman permit me a question ? 
Mr. DANIEL. Y: 


sir. 
Mr. MILLIKEN. . the gentleman state what per cent. of the 
oleomargarine manufactured is pure and what per cent. is noxious? 
Mr. DANIEL. I have never seen any oleomargarine in my life to 
my knowledge. It presents a field which is yet unexplored by science 


except in a very degree. 
. os — Then how does the gentleman know that any of 
pure 
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Mr. DANIEL. I know it to be pure, just as I know some of ;; , 
be impure, by the statement made upon this floor by gentlemen y),, 
pretend to be familiar with the subject and who ought to haye | = 
familiar with the subject before they introduced this bill. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Let me further ask the gentleman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Viryjni, },,. 
expired. 

Mr. HITT. This is arevenue bill. The amendment of the ygentj,. 
man from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL] proposes to modify the amount »; 
revenue by reducing the license fee of the manufacturer provided in this 
section, and treats the bill as a revenue bill, which it really is, thou) 
he may, with others, oppose it on the pretext that it is not for revenyo. 
but to destroy what they call an innocent and proper industry in makin; 
their excellent oleomargarine. The gentleman’s argument, like ta; o; 
many others here, and his amendment contradict the position of oy; 
opponents on both sidesof the House, who have resisted the bil! ag pe. 
ing not a revenue bill, but a bill for the destruction of a particular jp. 
dustry. This isa bill to draw money into the Treasury. Whether jt), 
to be more or less than the committee estimate I can not tell, but money 
will be collected by it, and it therefore comes clearly within our const). 
tutional power to pass revenue bills. I am willing to accept the judy. 
ment of the committee as to the amount of tax to be laid on this «puri. 
ous butter. That Committee on Agriculture is composed of fifteen able. 
earnest men from both sides of the House, Democrats and Republicans, 
who, after many weeks of careful examination, after having heard the 
representatives of all those interested in the manufacture and sale of 
this new, strange counterfeit, and having heard those who represent the 
myriads of the people who are the consumers and that great army seven 
millions strong of the farming interest, that are so deeply interested as 
producers, have fixed the taxes at these figures. 

Why can not we accept them rather than the hap-hazard sugvestions 
and amendments of gentlemen who oppose the whole bill and whose 
aim.is to defeat the measure which the committee have so carefully 
framed in response to the demand of the country? The whole land is 
searching for some legislation that will check the blighting influeuce of 
this deceitful traffic. Twenty States have tried, but ineffectually, to 
reach it by State laws. There are the names of one hundred and four 
thousand people on petitions now before Congress asking for it. The 
creameries, half-dozen to a county, all through our Western country are 
languishing under the destroying influence of cheap and nasty bogus 
butter. The sheriff is knocking at their doors. The wagons that col- 
lect milk for 5 miles around, affording a home market to farmers, and 
daily paying out money at every door, have stopped. The production 
of wholesome butter is falling off.. The great export trade in butters 
diminishing by tens of millions of dollars, and a vast source of national 
wealth is drying up. The cows on the farms, no longer profitable for 
milk, are being killed for beef. The committee state thatone thousan! 
cows a day are now slaughtered in one city alone; and it is increasing. 
The suspicion attached to honest butter by the fear of the vile counter- 
feit makes even it less salable. It seems to be the hour of the complete 
triumph of fraudulent traffic. And there is no hope that it wil! ever 
be corrected by the mere operation of the laws of trade without the in- 
tervention of the strong arm of law, for there is no means within the 
reach of the ordinary consumer to detect the false from the genuine. 
The dealers will not willing give up the immense advantage they have 
in perfect impunity from detection. No one wants to buy and eat oleo- 
margarine himself. But how is he to be sure that he is buying butter 
and not oleo? He knows there is rea! butter still made and sold al- 
though there is also butterine by the hundred million pounds. But 
he must supply his table; he can not take with him an apparatus for 
chemical tests; he has not the scientific knowledge for such experiments; 
so he buys hoping it is butter, but utterly unable to know. 
the chances; it is all he can do. 

This is the position to-day of the whole people. It is time that we 
should act, and I rejoice to believe that this revenue bill wil! prove 
also a bill to secure fair dealing. It will compel open trade under 
true names. The system of inspection follows oleomargarine from 


He takes 


the of its manufacture to the moment it is sold to the cus 
tomer from store, marking atevery step by its name oleomargarine, 
and i any one who sells it as butter. 


We already have similar legislation, if gentlemen are doubtful of our 
constitutional power, to tax imitations. is a law, as the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. GRouT] stated, imposing an internal-reve- 
nue tax of 10 cents a pint on imitation wine—not adulterated wine—)«t 
imitation, just as this bill taxes imitation butter or butter. 

I confess there is some truth in what has been said by gentlemen *s 


to taxation upon the table if it is a general proposition. I am averse 
to all such taxation, and I will suggest to gentlemen who oppose th's 
bill in that view and accord with me in would it not be better, 


since we tax the table so much now, that we should relieve it on thst 
which is honest, and put the loAd on the part that is fraud? Take 
the tax off sugar and impose it on bogus butter. [AP 


tax 
This sugar comes out of the consumer; the tax on oleo will 
| ne maar , for they sell it at the price of butter 
for more when it is marked and taxed. 
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We collect forty millions or more that comes from the sugar on the 
table. I believe we will collect a very considerable sum from oleomar- 
garine if this bill becomes a law, though then the article must be sold 
under its own name. I will not assume that all these gentlemen who 
have talked here so earnestly on behalf of wholesomeness and health- 
fulness of olemargarine have told us what is wholly untrue. 1 suppose 
there is some trath in what they have said, and it may be that, as one 
gentleman has said, this bogus butter has ‘‘come to stay.’’ If it is so 
innocent and excellent there is no injustice to any one in compelling it 
to go under its trae name. Then let people buy the enticing com- 





nd. 
Po Whether good or bad, brand it, and let it pay a tax, just as you now 
impose an internal-revenue tax upon bogus wine; not, I repeat, as 
adulterated wine, but as imitation, false, bogus wine, just as this is to 
be taxed as bogus butter. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Will the gentleman permit me a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. HITT. Mr. Chairman, I should be glad to yield if I had the 
time, but only a few moments are left to me and I beg that he will ex- 
euse me if I decline to yield the floor. The gentleman from Indiana 

Mr. BROWNE] has indulged in interrogation here for two days. 

Laughter. ] 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I simply wanted to know whether oleo- 
margarine, if sold as such, would be imitation anything ? 

Mr. HITT. No oleomargarine is ever sold us such, and in the sim- 
ple state of pure oleomargarine, without doctoring, for the reason that 
pure oleomargarine is repulsive as tallow and can be distinguished from 
butter by a child, by anybody. Even if offered for sale under the 
name, it will be treated so as to color and flavor that it may look like 
sweet butter and tempt by its appearance and cheapness. It never 
was and it never will be offered for sale inits purestate. It is colored. 
I do not say that the coloring is necessarily of unhealthful elements or 
a noxious addition to it, but it is always added. Anybodyand every- 
body can distinguish pure oleomargarine, wholly free from all doctor- 
ing or change in appearance, from butter, and it is by disguising the 
article with flavor and with color that people are deceived; just as the 
fineness of the engraving on a counterileit note makes it such that the 
ordinary purchaser or the ordinary dealer may be cheated by it. This 
is a bill that I trust will secure honest dealing, secure fairness and 

openness between men, stop wholesale roguery. If this oleomargarine 
is sold under its own name and is not disguised as butter it will find 
its proper level in the market. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee do now 
rise. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 135, noes 10. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and, Mr. WELLBORN having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union had, according to 
order, had under consideration the bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, 
also imposing a tax upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, impor- 
pres and exportation of oleomargarine, and had come to no resolution 


Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole for the farther consideration of bills rais- 
ing revenue. Pending that, I move that all debate upon the pending 
paragraph and amendments thereto be limited to ten minutes, and upon 
that I demand the previous question. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 125, noes 8. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The point being made that no quorum 
has voted, the Chair appoints the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. 
BLANCHARD] and the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatcu] to act 
as 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 141, noes 24. 

So the motion was agreed to and the previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question now is on the motion of 
waite from Missouri [Mr. HatcH] to limit debate upon the 

paragraph and the amendments thereto te ten minutes. 
motion was agreed to. 

uestion was then taken on the motion of Mr. HAtcH that the 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
for the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 8328) defining 
&c,, and the Speaker announced that the motion was agreed to. 
BLANCHARD and Mr. DUNHAM both rose. 
UNHAM. Mr. Speaker, [demand the other side of the vote. 
SPEAKER pro tempore. TheChair will put the question again. 
House ree and there were—ayes 137, noes 23. 
. BLAN . Noquorum. 
ope tempore. The point being made that vo quorum 
the will appoint to act as tellers the gentleman from 
Mr. BLANCHARD, and the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. 


Houseagaindivided; and the tellers reported—ayes 145, noes 20. 
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Mr. DUNHAM. [I eall for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 28 voting therefor. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union (Mr. SPRINGER in the chair), and resumed 
the consideration of House bill No. 8328. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the pending amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Tn lines 5 and 6 of section 3, strike out “four hundred and eighty” and insert 
“one hundred.” 

The CHAIRMAN. All debate on this paragraph and amendments 
thereto has been limited to ten minutes. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. Chairman, the introduction of this bill and 
the probable action of a majority of the House upon it constitute one 
of the best illustrations I ever saw of the old adage that extremes meet, 
both in the physical and the moral world. Here we have extreme 
protectionists and ultra free-traders uniting in support of an unprece- 
dented measure. This bill is simply protection gone mad. Not tired 
of protecting our industries and people against foreign competition, the 
public judgment, the judgment of Congress, has been perverted and 
debauched by the protection which has solong been given to the whisky 
and tobacco manufacturing monopolies, and now it is sought to protect 
another industry by discrimination, by concentration, by monopoly, 
by consolidation of the manufacture and sale of both butter and oleo- 
margarine in the hands of a few rich men, without regard to the inter- 
ests of the poor and small producers and consumers. 

This billis proposed for one of three purposes: either to protect the 
public health, or to protect cream butter against oleomargarine, or it 
is arevenue bill. I am sorry that in the brief time I shall be permitted 
to talk I can not enter upon the proper consideration of this ques- 
tion. Not dreaming thata majority of this House, especially the Dem- 
ocratic side of it, would ever favor this monstrous legislation, I did 
not until the last two or three days put myself to the trouble of cither 
reading upon this subject or conversing with those who have spe- 
cially studied it or reflecting carefully upon it; but, sir, if I had time 
I have faith in my brother Representatives here to believe that I could 
present some aspects of this question which would at least make them 
pause until the next session of Congress so as to allowus to gather the 
facts and the philosophy applicable to this proposition. 

I have hardly time even to allude to the idea of this being a revenue 
bill. The public health needs no protection against oleomargarine, 
which is adiscovery of science for which the world ought to be grateful and 
proud. [Laughter.] Ah! you laugh, but you laugh from ignorance. 
[ Renewed laughter.| Haif of you do not know even how to pronounce 
theword. [Laughter.] Why, when we were boys we were taught 
that ‘‘g’’ before ‘‘e,’’ *‘i,’’? and ‘‘y’’ has the soft sound like ‘‘j,’’ but 
before ‘‘a,’’ ‘‘o,’’? and ‘‘u’’ has the hard sound. Margarine is spelt 
m-a-r-g-a, like Margaret; yet half of you pronounce it ‘‘ oleomarja- 
reen,’’ as with adouble ‘‘e’’ for‘‘a.’’? [Laughter.] You know about 
as much in regard to the materials and the method and processes of its 
manufacture and the science of chemistry involved in it as you know 
about the pronunciation. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Does the gentleman think that anybody knows 
what ingredients enter into the composition of the article? 

Mr. TILLMAN. Ido not want to be interrupted, unless you give 
me time. If you will give me one hour, you may all cross-question 
me, and I will answer your questions and confute you. 

«Mr. CUTCHEON. We would be glad to see the gentleman direct 
his attention to the chairman [Mr. HAtcH] and the majority of the 
committee who reported this bill. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Ay! The ‘“‘true-blue’’ Democrats, as they call 
tiemselves, like the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. MorGAn] and 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HAtcn]. But this is too great a 
question for me in the brief time allotted to indulge in personalities. 
[ Laughter. } 

Mr. Chairman, twelve or fifteen years ago a chemist in France dis- 
covered the process of making oleomargarine. A German chemist/about 
the same time discovered how to make glucose sugar and glucose sirup. 
That German chemist by discogering the process of boiling Indian corn 
in sulphuric acid has reduced the price of sugar and sirup until the 

rest man and woman in the world can get us much as they want, 
and will be able to do so to the end of time. So with oleomargarine. 

It is a healthful food, made out of tallow, hog’s lard, cotton-seed oil, 
and peanut oil, churned in unskimmed milk. It is first frozen before 
fire is applied to it. Then, according to the sworn statement of Mr. 
Armour, the largest manufacturer of it in the world, it is subjected to 
a heat of 150 degrees Fahrenheit, and after it has been pressed it is 
subjected to. a second freezing operation. If there were any animal- 
cul or parasites in it two freezes and 150 degrees of heat would destroy 
them. [Laughter.] This treatment and churning it in sweet milk 
produces a chemical change in the mixed materials—in fact, a new 
substance—resembling and tasting like butter, making a cheap, nour- 
ishing, and palatable food for the poor. I wish I could go into the 
details of how it is done, but I can not. I am sorry on account of the 
members here, and on account of the country, that I can not do it. 








D010 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


May 27, 





The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I shall get another chance at this question, I hope. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Mr. Chairman, I heartily sympathize with 
the purpose of this bill. There is a question of method involved, and 
to that I desire to address myself for the five minutes allotted to me. 

There are three classes of persons directly interested in this contro- 
versy. First, there are the manufacturers. They are not numerous, 
but their just rights ought to be sacred. Secondly, there are those 
who deal in the articles mentioned in this bill. How many are deal- 
ing in oleomargarine as wholesale and retail dealers I doubt whether 
they themselves know, owing to the impossibility of determining when 
they are dealing in that substance and when they are dealing only in 
butter. The third class of persons interested in this manufacture con- 
sists of the vast army of consumers. My colleague, General Brown, 
and myself represent a number of manufacturers and a great many 
dealers, besides nearly a million of consumers. We desire impartially 
to represent each class—to do as nearly as may be justice to all and in- 
justice to none. 

This, in my judgment, and in the judgment of this House, is arevenue 
bill, and therefore this House has, under the Constitution, jurisdiction 
of the subject-matter with which it deals. I take it, it doesnot make 
against its constitutionality that while with one hand it brings to the na- 
tional Treasury an increase of revenue, it brings in the other hand a 
larger and more conspicuous blessing by protecting the consumers of 
this land against what is alleged to be aspurious and deleterious article 
of food, and which is being offered in every market in the land for 
what it palpably is not-—— : 

The incidental purpose of this bill, the incidental blessing that it 
brings with the revenue it creates, is that it will effectually disentan- 
gle and separate two industries which have become blended together 
and intermixed through the fraud and deceit practiced by one of those 
industries upon the other. The result of such separation will be that 
each industry must stand or fall, flourish or languish according to its 
intrinsic merits. 

This bill would be utterly indefensible if its object was to strangle 
one legitimate industry merely to build up or maintain another and a 
rival industry. If oleomargarine was not posing in every grocery and 
on every breakfast table as ‘‘ prime dairy butter,’’ but was, as it ought 
to be, made and sold to the consumer for what it really is, oleomarga- 
rine, and the distinct proposition was submitted to this House to tax 
that industry out of existence because it was a competitor of the dairy- 
man, it would not receive 25 votes. 

A MEMBER. Not one, sir. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Notone,saysmy friend. And probably he 
is right. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, the palpable purpose of this bill, incidental to 
the revenue, is not to destroy the oleomargarine industry as an honest 
competitor of the butter industry, but to prevent the former from de- 
stroying the latter industry by a competition which is not only dishonest 
and a fraud upon its competitor, but is an outrage upon the consumers 
who purchase in the open market. 

When gentlemen say the bill is unconstitutional by reason of this most 
desirable result, incidental to the raising of the revenue, I answer that 
if in addition to the revenue this greater and even more desirable ben- 
efit to the country results I am gratified that it is so, since itso seldom 
occurs that taxation carries with it such blessings. 

If what a large number of the friends of this bill assert is true with 
reference to the character and quality of this competitor of butter, the 
tax proposed by the terms of the bill is inexcusably high. My honored 
friend from Illinois [Mr. Hrrr] has said that oleomargarine is a noxious 
compound, unclean and unhealthy. I do not know that it is noxious 
and unclean, but he says this noxious compound would be rejected by 
every man, by every consumer, if he knew it was oleomargarine and 
not butter. Judging from my own experience and observation, what 
the gentleman says in regard to consumers is largely true, that most 
persons who purchase oleomargarine for consumption at home buy it in 
the firm belief that they are purchasing butter. The plain and obvious 
corollary to this is, that the dairyman, the butter industry, needs no 
other or further protection than is afforded by compelling the manu- 
facturers and dealers in oleomargarine to make it and sell it to con- 
sumers only for what it really is. Butter will then have a clear field. 
Butter will from choice remain initsown domain, while ol i 
will be kept on its reservation by the provisions of this bill. [Ap- 
plause.] Then, since for no purpose that ought to find favor with 
this House is the enormous tax proposed required, why is it proposed, 
the requirements of the revenue being met by a small tax? The 
fraud being rendered impossible by a small tax, the high rates named 
in this bill can not be defended. What is the end sought and which 
finds such general favor in this House? Simply that this compound 
shall not steal the livery of butterandin abe ee as 
the dairyman and deceiveand im upon 
who are consumers. We simply insist it shall strip off its borrowed 
garment and stand before the world for what it is, onvaiiaien. 

You tax the manufacturer of whisky only a hundred or a hundred 
and fifty dollars, and retail dealers of whisky only 

Then why make this tax four or five hundred per cent. higher? Now, 








sir, if, as some of my constituents who are good and worthy men al] ev. 
oleomargarine is clean, is nourishing and healthful food, wholesome ang 
cheap, we have no right to impose needless burdens upon its prod. 
tion. Those who want it have aright to purchase it, and it is fortuna: 
if it can be produced so cheap as to be within the reach of all. 
burden is p upon it, in other words the revenue is laid upon 
it, because it has placed itself under the ban. For some reason jt js 
ashamed to appear under its own name. This bill, modified as pro. 
posed, and as will be proposed, tears off the mask, and it becomes jm. 
possible for oleomargarine to be made or sold as butter or to enter the 
lists again as a fraudulent competitor of the products of the dairy. {To 
go further and impose a tax to destroy the industry merely because 
oleomargarine can be used in place of butter is utterly indefensible, ang 
ought not tofind a moment's favor in this House. Tax oleomargarine 
not because it is a competitor of butter, but because it is a fraudulent 
and pretentious counterfeit of butter, and because we can while raising 
revenue purrish and in fact prohibit such counterfeiting. But if the 
counterfeit unmasked proves to be the equal in point of merit of the 
butter, why let it circulate and be of ‘‘sufficient volume to mect the 
wants of trade?’’ 

Mr. MILLIKEN. What is the tax on whisky per gallon? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Ninety cents; but the cases are not parallel. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I hope by unanimous consent a few 
minutes longer will be allowed to the gentleman from Ohio. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair can not entertain a motion for unan- 
imous consent. By order of the House all general debate had heen 
limited to ten minutes. ; 

The question recurred on Mr. DANIEL’S amendment, and it was re- 
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jected 


Mr. DANIEL. I move to strike out the last word of the pending 


paragraph. , : 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order on this paragraph. 

Mr. DANIEL. The vote has not been taken on the second ameni- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not in order, as the committee has not 
reached that part of the bill. 

Mr. DANIEL. I move to strike out ‘'$480’’ and insert ‘‘ $200.”’ 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. DANIEL. I rise to speak to the paragraph when I can be al- 
lowed to do so. 

The CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. DANIEL. 
paragraph? ; 

The CHAIRMAN. Not now. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. I move an amendment to section 3, line 7, 
to strike out the words ‘‘in original manufacturers’ packages,’’ and in- 
sert in lieu thereof the words ‘‘in larger quantities than 10 pounds at 
any one time.’’ I wish I could have two minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. I offer an amendment to the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And no California or foreign oranges shall be offered for sale in any market 
or store in this country until the dealer in said oranges shall have paid tle 
license tax prescribed in this section, and each box or package of California o: 
foreign oranges shall have tax-paid stamps affixed thereto at the rate of 1 cent 
for each orange contained therein. 


Debate is not in order on this paragraph. 
Is it in order to move an amendment to the next 


[Langhter. ] , 

Mr. HATCH. I make the point of order—— 

Mr. FINDLAY. I offer this as a substitute. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not germane to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois, which is the pending amendmen. 
Mr. FINDLAY. I submit this as a substitute and ask to have it 


read. 
Mr. DOUGHERTY. I would like to hear the ruling of the Chair 


again. 
eThe CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that the amendment is 
not in order as an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. ADAMs]. 
Mr. DOUGHERTY. I would like to be heard upon that. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. DOUGHERTY. Then I withdraw the amendment to offer it at 
another time. 
The CHAIRMAN. Itis withdrawn. [Laughter.] 
Mr. FINDLAY. Inowaskthatthesubstitute which I send up be read 
The Clerk proceeded to read as follows: 
cage 1 ev rson who manu fact 
ures ee — aes cas shall be deemed ae — tu 
Laughter. ers in giass FSi ww a 
ay weary youn aa selis—— ve _ 
The CHAIRMAN (interrupting the reading). 
not in order. [Laughter.] 
Mr. FINDLAY. Let the amendment be read; how does the Chair 


This amendmen! 


. TheChair requests members to remember th.‘ 
we are now in the transaction of the legislative business of the country, 
and the Chair will entertain all motions relating to the legitimate bus'- 
ness pending before the House. The Chair recognized gentleman 
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from Illinois [Mr. ADAMS], who has submitted a proper amendment, 
which will be again read. 4 

Mr. FINDLAY. Bat I certainly have the right to have my amend- 
ment read; because there may be a point of order raised against it, and 
we can not discuss the point of order understandingly upon the amend- 
ment until we know what it contains. [Laughter. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has heard sufficient to decide that it 
is not an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. ADAMS], which opinion the Chair would submit to the gentle- 
man from Maryland for his own judgment and approval. 

Mr. FINDLAY. But I submit to the Chair that this isa substitute 


which I for the amendment. 
The RMAN. The Chair holds that the amendment is not in 
order. 


Mr. FINDLAY. Upon that I wish to be heard. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order; and the Clerk will again 
report the pending amendment proposed by the gentleman from Illi- 


nois. 

Mr. HAMMOND. [I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. After theClerk has reported the pending amend- 
ment the Chair will hear the gentleman’s parliamentary inquiry. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out in the seventh line the words “in the original manufacturers’ pack- 
ages” and insert in lieu thereof the words: 
“In larger quantities than 10 pounds at any one time.” 


Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Read the paragraph as it will stand if 
mended. 


a 
The Clerk read as follows: 


So thatit will read : 
- who sells or offers for sale oleomargarine in larger quantities 
than 10 _ at any one time shall be deemed a wholesale dealer in oleo- 
” 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia rises to a parlia- 
mentary inquiry and will now submit it. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I desire to ask whether the Chair could of its 
own motion rule an amendment out as not being in order, or whether 
the Chair should wait for the point of order to be made against such 
amendment before the ruling can be made? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will always endeavor to protect the 
integrity of the business of the House. [ Applause. ] 

Mr. HAMMOND. [rise to another parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Under what rule of procedure is the Chair made 
the judge of the integrity of the business of the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is required to see that the rules of the 
House in the committee are enforced. 

Mr. HAMMOND. The question I put is, What is the authority for 
the ruling of the Chair? 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. The general-welfare clause of the Con- 
stitution. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. The general principles of parliamentary law 
would justify the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will refer the gentleman to the rule. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I would be glad to have it read, or any rule that 
authorizes the Chair to judge of the integrity of the proceedings of the 
House. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I make the point that we can not discuss any ques- 
tion of order until the amendment is read. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. The House has aright to vote upon 
the decision of the Chair; and how can that be done until we know 
what the Chair decides upon? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will call the attention of the gentle- 
man from Georgia to the second clause of the first rule of the House, 
which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read, as follows: 

He shall preserve order—— 

Mr. VAN EATON. I rise to a questionof order. You can not hear 
anything that is being read; and I would like to be informed as to what 


is on. 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order, and the Clerk 


will read the rule. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


2. He shall preserve order and decorum, and in case of disturbance or disor- 
derly conduct in the galleries, or in the lobby, may cause the same to be cleared. 


Mr. VAN EATON. Mr. Chairman, we are not in the gallery. 
ini Weare on the floor of the House; nor are we in the lobby. 


ter. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will endeavor to preserve order on the 
floor of the House also. 


Mr. HAMMOND. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia rises to another 
parliamen: uiry and will state it. 

Mr. OND. Is that the only rule the Chair can find for his 
ened 


- The Chair will state in response to the gentle- 
man from Georgia that he has indulged gentlemen in their levity in re- 
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gard to this bill and in the discussion; but now desires to enforce the 
rules of the House, which require that each amendment offered shall 
be germane to the subject-matter under consideration and that the com- 
mittee shall proceed in order with the transaction of the public busi- 
ness. [Loud applause. ] 

Mr. VAN EATON. Then I move that the galleries be cleared, that 
we may proceed in order, and that the lobby also be cleared. [Laugh- 
ter. ] 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 
inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I desire to know if the members 
of the House have not a right to pass upon an appeal from a decision 
of the Chair? 

Several MempBers. ‘‘ Of course.’’ 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Then I want to know further how 
any member of this House can pass upon the judgment of the Chair 
when the Chair refuses to allow the question he decides upon to be 
submitted to the committee? 

Mr. HENLEY. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I therefore demand the reading of 
that amendment which was excluded by the Chair 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is willing to entertain all appeals 
that are made from his decisions. 

Mr. RANDALL. No appeal is made from the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. ADAMs]. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I offer the amendment which I send to 
the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to line 14, section 3, the following 

“All manufacturers of incubators shall pay a tax or license of $10,000; and on 
every chicken hatched by artificial means there shall be imposed a tax of $2 for 


roosters and $1 for pullets, in order that the great American hen may be prop- 
erly protected.”’ 


[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. HAMMOND. I make the point of order upon that. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] 
is recognized to offer an amendment. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Was the point of order made on the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not entertain that amendment. 

Mr. VAN EATON. I desire to debate the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] to move an amendment. 

Mr. VAN EATON. lL appeal from the decision of the Chair. I am 
in favor of protecting the great American hen and want to debate the 
question. | Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will be recognized for debate 
when debate isin order. Debate is not now in order. 

Mr. VAN EATON. Did not the Chair rule the amendment out? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair presumed that it was not before the 
committee, but that the gentleman from New York had it read asa 
part of his remarks. The Clerk will report the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


I desire to make a parliamentary 


Add to the paragraph the following: 

“Provided, That the tax imposed by or the limitations of manufacture or sale 
contemplated by this act shall not be imposed upon or apply to any of the prod- 
uct or manufactures obtained from cotton-seed or articles the principal ingredi- 
ent of which is the product of cotton-seed.”’ 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 45, noes 125. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee do now rise. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 136, noes 25. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, and Mr. TILLMAN called for 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, 35 members voting therefor; and Mr. Hatcu, 
and Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 147, 
noes 25. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. WELLBORN having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union having had under con- 
sideration the bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also imposing a tax 
upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exporta- 
tion of oleomargarine, had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the House take a recess until half past 7 
o'clock, and on that I ask for the yeas and nays and demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. MILLS. And pending that motion, I move that when the House 
does adjourn it be to meet on Saturday. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is first on the motion of 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. MILts]. 
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The question being taken, the Speaker pro tempore stated that the 
**noes’’ seemed to have it. 

Mr. MILLS. I call for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 35, noes 127 

Mr. MILLS. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, 44 members voting therefor; and Mr. MILLs 
and Mr. HATCH were appointed. 

3efore the count was completed the hour of 5 o’clock arrived, and 

the Speaker pro tempore declared the House aljeuniel. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAKER: Petition of Maj. John P. Cleary, formerly of the 
Thirteenth New York Volunteers, and of several hundred veterans of 
Rochester, N. Y., in favor of the arrears-of-pensions bill and the bill 
to award the bounties due to veterans but withheld because of promo- 
tion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr BLANCHARD: Petition of citizens of Grant Parish, Louisi- 
ana, asking material aid to education—to the Committee on Education. 

Also, petition of steamboatmen of the Mississippi River protesting 
against the erection of a low bridge over the Mississippi River at Cairo— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BOYLE: Resolutions of the Pittsburgh Grain and Flour 
Exchange, and of the Philadelphia Produce Exchange, against the 
cleomargarine bill—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of William T. Campbell Post, Grand Army of the 
Republic, No. 375, Department of Pennsylvania, of Springfield, Fay- 
ette County, Pennsylvania, in favor of granting pensions to all soldiers 
of the late war—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of the Womans’ Indian Association of Allegheny, Pa., 
for the passage of Senate bill 54, providing for the allotment of lands in 
severalty to the Indians—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BUNNELL: Petition of business firms of Philadelphia, Bal- 
timore, New York, Boston, New Bedford, Hingham, Mass., Xenia, Ohio, 
San Francisco, Easton, Pa., Cincinnati, and others, manufacturers of 
cordage, protesting against House bill 7219, and suggesting certain rem- 
edies—to the Select Committee on American Ship-building and Ship- 
owning Interests. 

Also, petition of Charles Sehiff and others, for an appropriation to 
carry out the plans for the organization of the section of steam trans- 
portation in the United States National Museum—to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

By Mr. BURNES: Petition of citizens of Andrew County, Missouri, 
asking for the passage of the oleomargarine bill—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: Petition of George W. Hutchison, E. C. Car- 
roll, C. C. Florence, and others, against bill authorizing a draw-bridge 
across the Mississippi River near Saint Louis—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

By Mr. COMSTOCK. Memorial of Local Assembly, Knights of La- 
bor, No. 3719, of Holland, Mich., requesting the enactment of such laws 
as will make it a misdemeanor to employ persons under twenty-one 
years of age more than eight hours per day in any eens, min- 
ing, or mercantile business —to the Committee on Labo 

By Mr. CUTCHEON: Resolutions of the N. H. eary Post, No. 3, 
Department of Michigan, Grand Army of the Republic, in favor of pen- 
sion legislation—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DAVENPORT: Petition of citizens of Lindley, Steuben 
County, New York, for tax on spurious or adulterated butter—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. FLEEGER: Resolutions of Peiffer Post, Grand Army of the 
Republic, of Meadville, Pa., asking the adoption of pension bill passed 
by the Senate—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of members of James Wesley Birch Post, No. 493, De- 
partment of Pennsylvania, Grand Army of the ae of Evans- 
burgh, Crawford County, Pennsylvania, favoring additional pension 
legislation in behalf of disabled soldiers and their dependent rela- 
tives—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GROSVENOR: Additional evidence in case of heirs of Chris- 
topher Cott—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GROUT: Testimony in support of House bill granting in- 
crease of pension to James P. Doggett—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. HEWITT: Petition of C. W. Teney, for justice to W. C. 
Phelan—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. F. A. JOHNSON: Petition of J. M. Humphrey and 150 
others, citizens of Churubusco, N. Y., for imposition of a revenue tax 
on all forms of adulterated butter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. NEECE: Petition of citizens of Seaton, Ill., for taxing oleo- 
margarine—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LONG: Petition of R. B. Forbes and 8 others, for light-ship 
on Stellwagen Bank, off Cape Cod—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, petition of F. C. Sanford and 59 others, of Nantucket, Mass., 
for the same—to the same committee. 
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of Rhode Island, for amendment of the Constitution—to the Comiit- 
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By Mr. McCOMAS: Petition of John H. Garrett, of Montgomery 


County, Maryland—to the Committee on War Claims. 


By Mr. RANDALL: Petition of manufacturers of cordage, 


agains 


House bill 7219, for the importation of rope and rigging free of (jy), 
for all vessels built in this country—to the Select Committee on 4 1.5. 
ican Ship-building and Ship-owning Interests. 


By Mr. T. B. REED: Memorial of the Maine Annual Conferen 


the Methodist Episcopal Church, asking for stringent laws to carry ‘out 
the Chinese treaty, and to protect the lives of the Chinese right fu) 
this country in their liberty and estates—to the Committee on | 


re - to 


Affairs. 
By Mr. SENEY: Petition of the Produce Exchange, protesting avajns 


taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


Also, protest of William Wall & Sons and others, against section 2 
House bill 7219—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
By Mr. SESSIONS: Petition of citizens of Ellicottsville, \. y.. 


of 


against oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


By Mr. SPOONER: Memorial of Luke Tully and 48 others, citize; 


tee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. STORM: Petition of citizens of Milford, Pike County, Penn. 
sylvania, favoring a tax on adulterated butter—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of the Grain and Flour Exchange of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., against taxing oleomargarine, butterine, &c.—to the same com- 
mittee. 

Also, petition of cordage manufacturing companies of the United 
States, against section 2 of House bill 7219—to the Select Committe: 
on American Ship-building and Ship-owning Interests. 

By Mr. TUCKER: Petition of Duff J. Reed, for removal of disa\)i! 
ities—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WILKINS: Petition of Valentine Bahmer and 60 citizens of 
Bakersville, Ohio, praying for the passage of an act to pay soldiers the 
difference between gold and greenback currency—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

The following petition, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
man re and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, was presented, and referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture: 

By Mr. BUNNELL: Of citizens of Aldenville and Waymart, Wayne 
County, Pennsylvania. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of a law 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of tho 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented and severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. BAYNE: Of citizens of Bellevue, Pa. 

By Mr. GOFF: Of citizens of Ohio County, West Virginia. 


SENATE. 
FRIDAY, May 28, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. ButLEer, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. GIBSON. I present a memorial in the form of a concurrent res- 
olution of the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, relative to 
the establishment of a navy-yard on the Mississippi River near the city 
of New Orleans, just below Algiers. 

I wish to say that about eight years ago I introduced a bill while a 
member of the House of Representatives for the establishment of such 
a navy-yard, and I have continued at every session of Congress since to 
offer such a bill, for the reason that about the year 1856 the Govern- 
ment of the United States purchased land within the limits of the city 
of New Orleans near Algiers for the establishment of a navy-yari. !t 
is highly important thatsome such establishment should be made there, 
because when most of the navy-yards in this country were estal)!isi«! 
iron rifled cannon, long-range guns, had not been invented, and now 4 
hostile fleet would be able to anchor near several of our navy- -yards and 
destroy them. Ironandsteel hulls were not then invented, en dly 
deteriorate in salt water, while in fresh water they can be preserve! 
with but little expense and no hazard. 

New Orleans is the we of the valley of the Mississippi )tivc', 
at which stores of all kinds, wood and coal and iron, all materials ' 
the construction of vessels, could be furnished from the West, toget)«" 
with skilled labor and perfect security from any sort of disturbance 
from any foreign foe. That place is not only the best for supplies 0! 


every kind in material and men, but in a point of view nec- 
essary not only to the defense of the Mininipy Valleythe heart of 
the coumntay-—-Sut ulno to command the Gulf exico. 

7 $s ~~ 
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Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of John P. Kinard, a citizen of 


Newberry, 8. C., praying Congress to reimburse him for losses sustained 
and damages inflicted by United States soldiers since the war; which 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The memorial will be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. BUTLER. I ask leave to present a telegram which I have re- 
ceived from the Merchants’ Exchange of the city of Charleston, and, as 


t expresses so well my views upon the subject of which it treats, I 
shall read it. The telegram is as follows: 


CHARLEsToN, S. C., May 27, 1886. 

inted by the Merchants’ Exchange to investigate the im- 
portant subject of the proposed dairy legislation in Congress would respectfully 
report: Your committee have as carefully as they were able examined this 
question in all its bearings and recommend the following action by the exchange : 

Whereas efforts are now being made to secure enactment by Congress under 
bills pending providing for imposing a special tax of 10 cents per pound upon 
the manufacture of oleomargarine and butterine, with additional restrictions in 
the form of heavy license assessments against dealers in these articles and the 
placing of my production and sale under charge of the Internal Revenue De- 

rtment ; an 
PA Whereas it has been well and clearly shown that these products are proper 
ones for food purposes, and their manufacture has proven to be a great public 
convenience, as well as furnishing an pepeans acquisition to the volume of com- 
mercial operations, thus promotive of the business interests of a large number 
of merchants th ‘hout the country, as well as conferring incalculable benefits 


upon consumers: fore, 

Be it resolved by the Merchants’ Exchange of Charleston, S.C., That it would be 
against sound public policy to carry out the proposed legislation, calculated to 
operate against the oleomargarine and butterine industries; and that as these 
articles are manifestly proper ones to be manufactured and sold for food pur- 
poses, any tax would be an unjustifiable discrimination against legitimate 
domestic ustry and should not be ane. 

Resolved, That all imitation butter products should be sold on their merits, and 
that measures providing against their being offered for sale as ordinary butter 
should be enacted and enforced by State or local authority. 

Respectfully submitted. 


The committee 


GEORGE W. BELL, Secretary. 


I move the reference of the telegram to the Committee on Agricult- 
ure and Forestry, where the question to which it relates is being con- 
sidered. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM presented resolutions adopted by the Elgin (Il) 
Board of Trade, representing the creamery and farming interests of 
Illinois and Wisconsin, in favor of the passage of the bill to regulate 
the manufacture and sale of imitations of butter; which were referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented the petition df Hiram H. Kingsbury, late a pri- 
vate in Company D, Eighth Illinois Infantry Volunteers, praying that 
his name be placed on the pension-roll; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILSON, of Maryland, presented the petition of William L. 
Amoss and other citizens of Fallston, Md., praying for the passage of 
the bill placing the manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter 
under the control of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, and taxing 
them 10 i pound; which was referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture Forestry. 

Mr. BLAIR presented a petition of Knights of Labor of Washington, 
D. C., praying for the passage of the bill to provide for leaves of ab- 
sence to naval employés, and other purposes; which was referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of farmers, mechanics, and dealers of 
Greenville and Mason, in the State of New Hampshire, praying for the 
passage of the bill concerning oleomargarine; which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. VANCE presented a petition of colored citizens of North Caro- 
lina, praying for aid to emigrate to Liberia; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DAWES presented a resolution adopted by the New England 
Shoe and Leather Association, favoring the issue of small bills; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Herman L. Allen and other farm- 
ers of Windsor, Mass., praying for legislation to protect the dairy in- 
terest imitations of butter; which was referred to the Committee 
on and Forestry. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PLATT, from the Committee on Territories, to whom was re- 
ferred a petition of citizens of Whatcom County, Washington Territory, 
povee ee the annulment of an act of the Legislative Assembly of that 

erritory providing for the t location and construction of a 
territorial papal at Walla Walla, submitted an adverse report 
thereon, w was agreed to; and the committee were discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition. 

_He also, from the Committee on Patents, to whom was referred the 
bill (8. 600) for the relief of the assignees of Addison C. Fletcher, moved 
its t, which was agreed to; and he submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill (S. 2560) for the relief of Hyland C. Kirk, 
= others, assignees of Addison C. Fletcher; which was read twice by 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Commerce, submitted a re- 
port to accompany the bill (S. 584) to incorporate the Atlantic and Pa- 
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cific Ship Railway Company, and for other purposes, heretofore reported 
by that committee. 

Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 1580) for the relief of Maj. James Belger, re- 
ported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. INGALLS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 2545) to provide for the confinement of 
inebriates in the Government Hospital for the Insane, reported it with 
amendments. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 2122) for the relief of John P. Walworth, re- 
ported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of Jacob Fritz, of Oregon, claiming certain 
lands now included in the Fort Dalles military reservation, Oregon, 
reported adversely thereon; and the committee were discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition. 


COURT-HOUSE IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


Mr. PLATT. The Committee on Territories, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 6965) to authorize Columbia County, in Washington 
Territory, to issue bonds for the construction of a court-house, instruct 
me to report it favorably, and I submit a written report. 

There are reasons why this bill should be passed at once, and I ask 
for its immediate consideration. I ask for the reading of the bill and 
the report, which are brief, for information. I think there will be no 
objection to the bill after they are read. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Connecticut asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill reported by him. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to authorize the county of 
Columbia, in Washington Territory, to issue its bonds, payable in not 
less than five nor more than fifteen years, at 8 per cent. per annum, to 
the amount of $40,000, for the purpose of building a county court-house, 
in accordance with the vote of the people of the county at the general 
election held in November, 1884. 


Mr. PLATT. I ask for the reading of the report. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read, if there be 
no objection. 


The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted this day by Mr. 
PLATT: 


The Committee on Territories,to whom was referred the bill H. R. 6965, being 
an act to authorize Columbia County,in Washington Territory, to issue bonds 
for the construction of a court-house, haying considered the same make the fol- 
lowing report: 

Section 1924 of the Revised Statutes has the following provison, namely : 

“In addition to the restrictions upon the legislative power of the Territories 
contained in the preceding chapter, section 1951, the Legislative Assembly of 
Washington shall have no power to incorporate a bank or any institution with 
banking powers, or to borrow money in the name of the Territory, or to pledge 
the faith of the people of the same for any loan whatever, directly or indirectly. 
Nor shall the Legislative Assembly authorize the issue of any obligation, scrip, 
or evidence of debt, by the Territory, in any mode or manner whatever, except 
certificates for service to the Territory.”’ 

Such being the law the Legislative Assembly of Washington Territory holds 
that it has no right or powerto authorize acounty, nor the Territory, to borrow 
money and issue bonds for any purpose whatever. And your committee, with- 
out passing upon the question of whether the Terfitorial Legislature is pre- 
cluded by the statute from authorizing a county to borrow money and issue its 
obligation for necessary county expenditures, is clearly of the opinion that it 
would be unwise for it to attempt to confer any such authority upon a county. 

Columbia County was duly organized in the year 1875 and now’is, and for some 
years has been, paying rent for its court-house and public offices in a sum equal 
to 8 per cent. per annum on $40,000. At the general election in the year 1844 0 
vote was taken in said county upon the proposition to build a court-house at a 
cost not to exceed $40,000, the result of which was as follows: 

For the building of such court-house, 986 votes. 

Against building of such court-house, 588 votes. 

Said county desires to issue bonds and build a court-house rather than to bur- 
den the people with an increased tax sufficient to raise the sum required. 

The total assessed value of the property of the county in the year 1885 was 
$2,569,380; made up of real estate, $1,514,900; personal property, $1,054,489. 

The county memorialized the Territorial Legislature for authority to issue 
such bonds, and the Legislature, declining to act thereon, has memorialized 
“ogee to pass the legislation necessary to carry the wish of the county into 
effect. 

The population and assessable property of the district is rapidly increasing. 

The Territorial Delegate strongly indorses the passage of the act, and your 
committee recommend the same. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ISSUE OF A DUPLICATE CHECK. 


Mr. MORRILL. I am directed by the Committec on Finance, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2395) to authorize J. G. C. Lee, a 
major and quartermaster in the United States Army, to issue a dupli- 
cate check, and the assistant treasurer of the United States at New 
York to pay the same, to report it favorably without amendment. 

The bill is very brief, and we have the assurance of the Secretary of 
the Treasury that it is all right. The reason for the passage of the bill 
is that under the existing law only a check of $2,500 can be duplicated 
upon its loss. This happens to beover $2,500, being $2,679.53. Lask 
for the present consideration of the bill. 
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By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES IN DAKOTA. 


Mr. HARRISON. I am directed by the Committee on Territories to 
report favorably with an amendment the bill (H. R. 5888) to legalize 
and validate the general laws of the Territory of Dakota for the incor- 
poration of insurance companies, and for other purposes, and to author- 
ize and ae the Legislative Assembly of said Territory to pass such 
general laws. 

I ask leave to state that the situation of that Territory is one very 
urgently requiring such legislation. The Legislative Assembly some 
years ago, assuming that they had power to charter insurance companies, 
passed a general law, and several insurance companies having a large 
capital were formed—one of them having as much as three millions of 
insurance—and have been in operation in that Territory. It is now 
believed that the legislation is inoperative for want of authority from 
Congress. This isa bill simply to legalize the acts organizing those com- 
panies. As amended it consists of a single section, and unless there is 
objection I ask that the bill be put on its passage. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on Territories was to 
strike out section 2, as follows: 


Sec.2. That the Legislative Assemblies of the several Territories shall have 
power to provide by general laws for the incorporation of companies for insur- 
ing against loss by fire, lightning, hail, and tornadoes, and also of life-insurance 


companies, 





























C. Rudd; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com. 
mittee on 
Mr. BLAIR introduced a bill (S. 2569) granting a ion to Helen 
H. Harrell; which was read twice by its title, and referréd to the Com. 
mittee on Pensions. ; 
AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 


Mr. STANFORD submitted an amendment intended to be propose; 
by him to the bill (H. R. 4833) relating to the taxation of fract ional 
parts of a gallon of distilled spirits; which was referred to the Com)}:- 
tee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. VANCE, it was 


Ordered, That the pagent to the bill (S. 2072, Forty-seventh « 
for the further ublic property from fire, &e., in various ; 
buildings in the District ate umbia be withdrawn from the files of t) Ser 
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


REPORT ON EDUCATION IN ALASKA. 


Mr. MANDERSON (by request) submitted the following con 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved by the Senate of the United States (the House of Representatives con: 
That of the Senate Executive Document No. 8, “‘A report on education ; 
Alaska,”’ 6,000 additional copies be printed ; of ‘which 1 ,000 copies shall be fort 
use of the Senate, 2,000 copies for the use of the House of soemeamamtative e9, and 
3,000 copies for distribution under the direction of the Commissioner of 5! 
tion. 


ate 


INDIAN TRADERSHIPS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further ‘‘ concurrent 
or other resolutions ’’ the Chair lays before the Senate a series of reso- 
lutions which come over under objection. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolutions submitted yesterday by ) 
Wison, of Iowa, as follows: 


Whereas it is stated in the matter of the administration of the power i du- 
ties of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in respect of the appointment f In 


Mr. HARRISON. I will state that this provision, giving the other 


Territories authority, is incorporated in another bill, and therefore we 
have stricken it out here. 


The amendment was agreed to dian acts have been done, or tted to be done, in disregard of lay 
. and the rights rae roper interests of citizens: Therefore, 
= on Let the ill be read now as amended. Itisa Be it couleel. T hat the Committee on Indian Affairs be, and hereby is, di: ct i 
short bi 


to Seventies the subject of the ons of such trade: rs, the granti: ng 

to them, and the refusal to exten ieenses to persons euizaced ; 
traders,and the methods which have been practiced in that regard since 
the month of April, ee ee mences affecting the severa 
patnnee 


refusing of such to whom licenses have 
been granted since said o> aud to whee refused, w opened and why re 
fused, and whether or not any person to whom a license has been so gran! 
has been ee Si of rr aot Boa cial to the good repute of 


public — and whether or not the sane bs 
come to the kno tine ot the 


Resolved, ‘That in repre the the ent said investigation the ae committee sha! 
have power to send and papers, administer the necessary oat)is, a: 


employ a stenographer Fnould 1 it deem it necessary so to do; and such expens 
as may result from said investigation shall be paid out of the contingent fu 


ome That the committee is further instructed to report a bill or bills ‘ 
such legislation as the investigation may disclose to be necessary and prope: 
the premises. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question ‘is on the adoption of 
the resolutions. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I do not know that I desire to inte 
fere, but the resolutions would impose upon the Committee on In: dian 
Affairs a very serious duty, and a duty which I should like very mu: 
in behalf of the committee to be relieved from. 

I wish to say a few words in reference to the necessity of it and to 
inquire of the mover of the resolutions if he contemplates an investi. 
gation here in Washington during the session. If it does, it is alto- 
gether eee and must be attended with very great expense, 
for the transactions alluded to, if they exist at all, have existed in th: 
Indian Territory at a very great distance, and witnesses called from 
the Territory will be brought here at very great expense. It must be 
a considerable time before they can reach here, and will come in 
the midst of the hurry and whirl of the last days of session. If 
there is a need (on which I do not speak) of an investigation of suv ha a 
kind as this, it should be taken at the leisure of a committee on th 
spot, where it can be done at much less expense and with much greater 
prospect of a thorough investigation. Whether the Committee on |n- 
dian Affairs are going to be so situated as to make that possible in the 
vacation or not, I have no know: 

The whole subject of Indian traders needs revision. The idea that 
no man can trade with an Indian except by a license from the Gover- 
ment is fast ing away, if it has not already disappeared. [t's 

to the statute-book of the United States that there stands on 
it to-day an enactment which ae white man -oe the "Ther 
est obligation of keeping any contract he makes with an Indian. here 
stands on the statute-book to-day an enactment that no white man: 
under the test obligation to keep his contract with an Indian 

Mr. I should like to see that statute. 

Mr. DAWES. You have only to look in the statutes to see that con- 
tracts made—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to have the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs point it out and read it in the Senate. 

Mr. DAWES. Contracts made by Indians with white men are no‘ 
valid unless they are by the of the Interior. That 
is the enactment npon the statute-hook, and means this—the En- 


The Chief Clerk read the bill as amended, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., Thatall opens laws heretofore enacted by the — 
Assembly of the Territory o Dakota providing for the incorporation of insur- 
ance companies are hereby legalized and made valid, and are declared to have 
the same force and effect A if the said one Assembly had had full power 
and authority to enact the same; and insurance 


compan.es incorporated 
under said laws and in accordance therewith are hereby declared to have been 
legally incorporated. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and 

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill to legalize and validate 
the general laws of the Territory of Dakota for the incorporation of in- 
surance companies, and for other 

Mr. HARRISON. I desire in that connection to move for a commit- 
tee of conference on the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Indiana moves 
that the Senate insist on,its amendment and ask for a conference with 


the House of Representatives on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 


The motion was agreed to. 
By unazimous consent the President pro tempore was authorized to 


appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Mr. HARRISON, 
Mr. PLAttT, and Mr. GRAY were appointed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CALL (by request) introduced a bill (8. 2561) for the relief of 
Mrs. Catharine Odlum; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON introduced a bill (S. 2562) granting a pension to 
Henry F. Kaiser; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2563) gran is pall eli rosettes 
Walker; which was read twice by its ee with the aceompany ing 

pers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ALDRICH introduced a bill (S. 2564) granting a pension to 
Eleanor 8. Lawson; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MILLER (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2565) for the relief of 
the legal representatives of William Johonnot, Joseph Torrey, and 
Thomas Blackwill, respectively; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. DAWES introduced a bill (5S. 2566) for the relief of George F. 
Rider; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 

pers, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PLUMB introduced a bill (S. 2567) granting a pension to Michael 
Lane; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (S. 2568) for the relief of James 








glish of it is what I state—it relieves every white man from keeping 

his contract with an Indian, unless the Interior Department says he 
1 do it. 

or BUTLER. Does it not relieve the Indian also? 

Mr. DAWES. : 
white man who knows what his contract is from performing a contract 
with an Indian. When it was enacted it was supposed that the Indian 
was ineapable of making a contract. It was made in the interest of 
the Indian, it was supposed, because he was what was called the ward 
of the nation, and therefore all contracts with him unless approved by 
the Interior Department are void. He is putat the mercy of the white 
man: and now, without any reference to this allegation, he is confined 
in all his dealings with white men on his reservation for the necessaries 
of life to trade with some particular man who is licensed by the Inte- 
rior Department. That condition of things, that stage in the Indian’s 
life has passed away, and I trust that it is to disappear entirely. 

I have nothing to say about whether, while the system is existing 
law, anything wrong has been done underit. I only say that the whole 
system ought to go by the board; and when a man makes a contract 
with an Indian, whether it has the approval of the Interior Department 
or not, he should at least be held by the law of the land to perform his 
contract. In every State of the Union, where a man makes a contract 
with a minor, itis the minor and not the adult who shall say whether 
the contract shall be kept or not. 

Mr. BUTLER. I ask the Senator how he would enforce that con- 
tract under existing law, in what court, in what tribunal, as the law 
now stands, unless the entire law relating to the Indians is repealed ? 

Mr. DAWES. Repeal the law and the contract between a white 
man and an Indian will stand as any other contract. 

Mr. BUTLER. I donot understand before what tribunal a contract 
of that kind could be enforced. 

Mr. DAWES. I trust that if the Senator will wait until the day 
after to-morrow he will find that a bill will have passed another branch, 
which has passed this without opposition, that will put every Indian in 
this land who transacts business with white men as white men transact 

i giving him a position in the courts of the country, State and 
United States, to enforce every contract made with him; and it is quite 
time that was done. 

Mr. BUTLER. I am delighted to hear that. 

Mr. DAWES. I think we shall be gratified. To-day and to-morrow 
are assigned for that kind \f business in another branch, and a bill is 
pending there which has gone through this body without any opposi- 
tion, upon full discussion, which has that effect. 

The ian is to be treated now at least as competent to say whether 
a contract made by a white man with him shall be enforced or not. It 
is, I repeat, a reproach to the statute-books of the United States that it 
is left for the white man himself to say whether he will keep his own 
contract with an Indian. 

It is also a reproach that all the Indians are obliged to trade with 
some icular man licensed by the Interior Department, and further 
that man shall not have any Indian bloodinhim. We undertook 
to enact a few years ago that a half-breed might open a store on a res- 
ervation, and that was defeated; so that the white man must not only 
be licensed by the Interior Department, but he has got to prove that 
he has not any Indian blood in him or he can not enjoy the exclusive 
monopoly of opening a store for the ordi necessaries of life upon an 
Indian reservation. It naturally leads to suggestions of evil practices 
such as are contained in the pending resolutions. 

I embrace this opportunity to make these statements in advance and 
without reference to the suggestions which are made in the resolutions. 
I renew now the suggestion to the Senator from Iowa that he had bet- 
ter consider how the investigation is to be carried on, if he feels that 
existing facts justify or require such an investigation. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let the resolutions be read again. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolutions will be read. 

The Curer CLERK read the resolutions. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have not the slightest objection to the fullest in- 
ion into the matters stated in the resolutions, but it occurs to 

the casual reading of them, that they embrace questions which 
be investigated by the committee before the adoption of the 
i I therefore move the reference of the resolutions to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of 
the Senator from South Carolina to refer the resolutions to the Commit- 


on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. - I wish to understand the position of the Senator from 
These resolutions are simply intended to investigate 

condition of i 
one do not begin to reach the great overwhelming 
for years. I want to make one remark in re- 
appointment of Indian traders, and I say it without refer- 
its under the present administration. I have 
ee ene to it; the same abuses existed un- 
tion of the Government as exist now, and 


i 
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the Senator from Massachusetts to point to a 
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Certainly, it relieves everybody, but it relieves the | 


ject. 





the Indian Bureau as to the appointments of 


statute which put the Indian absolutely at the mercy of the white 
man who goes in and proposes to trade. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to read the statute. 

Mr. VEST. I have it before me, but the Senator can read if. 

Mr. DAWES. This is it: 

Sec, 2103. No agreement shall be made by any person with any tribe of In- 


dians, or individual Indians not citizens of the United States, for the payment 
or delivery of any money or other thing of value, in present or in prospective, 


or for the granting or procuring any privilege to him, or any other person in 
consideration of services for said Indians relative to their iands, orto any claims 
growing out of, or in refererice to annuities, installments, or other moneys, 


claims, demands, or thing, under laws or treaties with the 


United States, or 
official acts of any officers thereof, or in any way connected with or due from 
the United States, unless such contract or agreement be executed and approved 
as follows. 

There are six conditions, and one of them is: 

Second, It shall be executed before a judge of a court of record and bear the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
indorsed upon it. 

Mr. VEST. That is the spirit of the whole system of intercourse 
laws to be found on the statute-book of the United States. There is 


another section which more fully illustrates the 


truth of what the 
Senator from Massachusetts said. 


We are pretending—and I use the term with a knowledge of its full 
significance—we are pretending from year to year to elevate the In- 


dian, to bring him nearer to civilization, to teach him our methods, our 
laws, our language, and our religion, and yet we have a system on the 
statute-book which in every word and line breathes the idea that the 
Indian belongs to an inferior and a degraded civilization, if you may 
term it civilization at all; that he has no legal existence except by per- 
mission of the Government; that he can not trade, can not barter, can 
not avail himself of the protection of the law, and he is cireumse: 
and cut off from the civilization of the white man as by a Chi 
utterly inaccessible. 
Revised Statutes: 
Sec. 2135. Every person, other than an Indian, who, within the Indian coun 
try, purchases or receives of any Indian, in the way of barter, trade, or pledge, 
a gun, trap, or other article commonly used in hunting, any instrument of hus- 
bandry, or cooking utensils of the kind commonly obtained by the Indians in 


their intercourse with the white people, or any article of clothing, except skins 
or furs, shall be liable to a penalty of $50. 


bed 


7 
hese Wali 


Now let the Senate listen to section 2135 of the 


In other words he can not own property in any way. The ordinary 
privileges of a human being are taken away from him; practically he . 
ought to be killed, as is the average opinion of the West on that sub- 
Our legislation absolutely prohibits him from making one single 
step toward the sunlight of civilization. 

But I have something else to say on this subject which I think is ex- 
actly pertinent to the resolutions offered by the Senator from Iowa. 
The whole system of Indian traderships is based upon the idea of mak- 
ing money for the trader without regard to the interest of the Indian 
atall. If these laws amount to anything they should amount to this, 
that traderships should be established in the vicinity of Indians or upou 
their reservations, which should give them the largest opportunity 
obtain useful and cheap merchandise at the lowest price. 

Instead of that, the whole object seems to be to put just as many 
traders there as can live on the Indians to the fullest extent and make 
all the money they can. I say this without ariy personal allusion to the 
present incumbent of the Indian Commissionership, who is a perfectly 
honest and reputable gentleman as I know, and as pure a man (and 
I have known him for twenty-five years) as lives in the United States, 
but I speak now of the system; and I say it has degenerated into a 
system of favoritism and a scramble from one session of Congress to 
another among Senators and Representatives as to who shall procure for 
his constituents the opportunity tomake money out of the Indians. Ap- 
plications are made from one day to another by Senators and members 
to have traderships discontinued for the purpose of making a monopoly 
in the Indian tribes to put money into the pockets of the favorites of pub- 
lic men in both Houses of Congress. It is a great outrage; it isashame; 
and the only wonder to me is that the Indians advance at all. The 
great wonder to me, after being in the Indian country, visiting it and 
seeing this system in operation as I have seen it for the last three years 
in Montana and Jdaho, is that the Indians do not become desperate and 
go upon the war-path and seek extermination rather than exist under 
the present system. They are systematically robbed. 

We give an agent $900 to $1,200 a year, and we expect a man of abil- 
ity, respectability, and business talents to turn his back upon civiliza- 
tion and go out and live with these savages, and if he is humane enough 
to take his family with him they arete subsist among them at $900 a 
year. I believe we expect to get the average Christian virtues in a 
soldier at $13 a month; and we expect to get in an Indian agent busi- 
ness capacity, integrity, and good executive ability for a pittance such 
as we do not give to the lowest clerk in any of our Departments. 

I am heartily in favor of this or any other resolution in the direction 
of inquiry andreform. I believe, however, my friend from Iowa, if he 


to 


will permit the suggestion, ought to ask for a special committee. The 
inquiry ought not to be sent to the Committee on Indian Affairs. Let 


it be aspecial committee, appointed with power to visit these tribes, ex- 
amine into this system, send for persons and papers, and make a com- 
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plete report to Congress, and that report may point in the direction | a report beyond the ground which the Senator himself states to {},. 


which I hope Congress will soon take. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Mr. President, I have no personal knowl- 
edge— 

Mr. TELLER. If the Senator will give me achance before he makes 
his remarks I should like to call attention to the statute. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I will only occupy a minute. 

Mr. TELLER. Very well. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I will yield to the Senator. 

Mr. TELLER. Ido not intend to make a speech or take much of 
the time of the Senate this morning on the question suggested by the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest]. I propose to do that before this 
session adjourns, but not to-day. I propose to take time to present to 
the Senate some of the facts in connection with the intercourse of the 
whites and the Indians within the last few years, to show whatI think 
are the defects in the statutes and the system of Indian administration 
as it has existed for many years and now exists. 

The statute under which the traders are provided for is: 

Sec. 2128. Any loyal person,a citizen of the United States, of good moral 
character, shall be permitted to trade with any Indian tribe upon giving bond 
to the United States. 

And that nobody shall trade except such parties as are mentioned in 
the statute, those who have given bond and received their commission 
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. For a number of years it 
was the policy to license one trader in an Indian reservation and only 
one. Then the Department fixed the prices at which he should sell 
his goods, but it did not make any difference about that; nobody sup- 
posed he ever sold goods at the schedule prices fixed, which were to be 
posted up somewhere in the store for the benefit of the Indians. The 
posted schedule was just about as valuable to the Indian as the notice 
is in the parks here to the dogs, that dogs must keep off the grass. 
The Indians knew just as much about the schedule; it was a dead let- 
ter and amounted to nothing. 

Recently, within the last few years, the policy has grown up of giving 
at least two traders to every considerable tribe, and perhaps in some of 
them even more than that number. It was supposed that might bring 
about a little competition. . Whether it has had that result or not I do 
not know. It may have brought about combination. All these peo- 
ple are away off beyond the reach of the Commissioner. I do not care 
how able the Commissioner may be or how honest he may be, under 
our present system of Indian intercourse it is impossible that there 
should not be the greatest abuses. I know of no more abuses under 
the existing administration than heretofore. I have heard of no com- 
plaint that I recollect now. It is the system that is complained of. 

We have also a provision in the statutes, which I will not stop to 
read, that no Indian shall be allowed to sell a yoke of cattle ora horse 
or anything else to a white man. Some of the Indians raise cattle. 
The price must be fixed by their agent, who alone is authorized to al- 
low them to sell. 

I believe thesystem isan absolutely bad one; and yet just so long as we 
continue thesystem of isolating these people just so long, as wassuggested 
by the Senator from Missouri, this bad system will exist. It is utterly 
impossible to send any man out there and expect him to go there and 
not be tempted to charge extortionate prices and sell inferior goods. I 
do not care what administration you have, there will be just cause of 
complaint on the part of the Indians. Whether it is any greater now 
than at any other time I do not know and donot mean tosay. Ionly 
mean to say that until we have adopted a system allowing the Indian 
to act for himself, and recognizing the fact that the Indian is a man, 
these evils will continue; and you may have the best man that God 
ever made as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and you may have the 
best man that ever was made agent, and the same trouble will exist. 
The trouble is in the system, and not in the man who administers the 
law. It is the law itself, and not the administration of the law, of 
which complaint ought to be made. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Mr. President, I have no personal knowl- 
edge of the facts the alleged existence of which induced me to submit 
these resolutions to the Senate, but I have had placed in my hands a 
statement in writing concerning various transactions in connection with 
this branch of the Indian service. It was my purpose, if the resolution 
should be adopted by the Senate, to hand this statement over to the 
chairman of the committee and let the committee consider it. 

I have not the slightest objection to the reference of these resolutions 
and the entire subject to the Committee on Indian Affairs for consider- 
ation, that they may consider it in connection with the statement in 
writing which has been submitted to me; but I am satisfied that if the 
statements made have any foundation whatever to support them the 
subject ought to be investigated. Whether it shall be done by the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs during the present session of Congress, or 
whether it shall be authorized to conduct the investigation during the 
recess, I have no concern whatever. I am entirely willing that the res- 
olutions and the entire subject shall go to the committee for its consid- 
eration and for such report as it may deem proper to make to the Sen- 
ate. I want the subject considered somewhere, and action taken if it 
is deemed proper. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the resolutions will not be referred to the com- 
mittee, because the committee can have no ground upon which to base 


Senate he has, unless they go themselves in advance into a sort of gran. 
jury investigation to ascertain whether there is any ground for it. 

I want, before I go further, to indorse what the Senator from \{j¢. 
souri [Mr. Vest] has said in regard to the Commissioner of India), 
Affairs. I think I have known him longer than the Senator has, ay, 
I take great pleasure on all occasions in indorsing everything that has 
been said in reference to his personal integrity and personal desire to 
do the best possible for the Indians, as has been stated by the Senator 
from Missouri. Therefore what I say in this matter can possibly haye 
no reference to him personally. 

If this matter is referred to the committee to consider whether ay jn- 
vestigation ought to be had or not, they must do one of two things, take 
the statement which the Senator from Iowa holds in his hand justifying 
him in presenting the resolutions, or go into an investigation in advance. 
They can not go into the investigation in advance; and therefore if the 
Senate think that the statement of the Senator from Iowa justifies an in- 
vestigation, it is only for the Senate to say how it shall be conducted, 
That they can say this minute just as well as after a report from the 
Committee on Indiar Affairs. I trust the Senate will not refer the reso- 
lutions to that committee merely to bring them back here for them to 
restate what the Senator from Iowa states, that if there be any founda- 
tion for the statements he has made there ought to be this investiga 
tion. 

Mr. HARRIS. I hope the resolutions will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. ‘To say the least, they imply the possibility 
if not the probability of some error in the administration of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. I desire to say for the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs that if there be a doubt upon that question of the propriety of the 
administration of that office, so far from shrinking he would invite aud 
insist upon the mostrigid scrutiny, the broadest and most thorough in- 
vestigation of every questicn pertaining to the administration of that 
office. 

I therefore desire that the resolutions shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs in order that that committee may put it in 
such shape as will clothe the committee of investigation with the amplest 
—_— not only to investigate the administration of this office for the 

ast twelve or fifteen months, but as far back as in its opinion the in- 

vestigation may be necessary to enable the committee to understand 
what has been the practice of the Indian Bureau under the statutes as 
they now exist, and necessary to the perfection of a system to be re- 
ported by the committee so far as the committee may think legislation 
necessary to regulate and cure certain evils that seem to be inherent in 
the system itself as now regulated by law. 

For these reasons I desire that the resolutions shall go to the com- 
mittee and that that committee shall inquire and report the necessity 
for investigation, the scope of the investigation, the full extent to 
which the investigation shall be carried in the past as well as up to 
the present time. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘The reason as stated by the Senator from Tennessee 
renders it altogether unnecessary that the resolutions should go to the 
committee. I assumed in the outset that the position of the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs touching this matter would be precisely what 
the Senator suggests; and being that, when the Senator from Iowa 
states that he has that which justifies him in bringing before the Sen- 
ate these statements, it becomes necessary to meet what the honor of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs would require, that the investi- 
gation should proceed; and it is not necessary to have the committec 
pass on that question. It isdue to the Commissioner of Indian A flairs 
that it should not go to the Committee on Indian Affairs to report 
whether there is ground for an investigation or not—a report which 
they can not make justly and fairly to him until they have gone to the 
bottom of it. 

A Senator comes up here and makes a statement upon what he decnis 
to be sufficient ground; the Commissioner of Indian Affairs as an hon- 
orable man courts the inguiry, and then you refer it to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs to inquire whether there is ground for it or not bhe- 
fore going into the investigation. It is unjust to him as well as to tlie 
Senate that it should go there for any such preliminary examination «s 
issuggested. Itshould go to that or some other committee clothed wit! 
power when they come before the Senate to come before the Senate with 
the whole case or they should not come before the Senate at all. 

Mr. HARRIS.- If the Senator from Massachusetts will allow me | 
desire to su that the chief reason which controls me in desiring 
the resolutions to go to the Committee on Indian Affairs is to have the 
committee put the resolutions in such shape as will clothe the invest'- 
gating committee with the fullest and amplest power not simply to inves- 
tigate the administration of the office for a few months, but to invest!- 
gate the administration as far back as may be deemed necessary, and the 
extent to which legislation may be necessary to correct any evils which 
may be found to exist in the laws regulating the same. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator from Tennessee in the minute he has 
been talking could put the proposition in that shape. While he has 
been talking the known facility of the Senator with the pen could put it 
in just that now, without sending it to the committee to come for- 
ward and say, ‘‘ We have reason to believe there are serious grounds of 
accusation against the Commissioner of Indian A ffairs.’’ 
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Mr. HARRIS. The information of the Senator from Tennessee in 
respect to Indian affairs does not induce him to believe that he could put 
a resolution in dogo rns the scope and the precise powers necessary 
to investigate the question in all the ramifications that investi- 
gation may possibly be necessary from the remarks of members of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, not in respect to the administration of 
this i Commissioner, but in respect to the general Indian 
policy of the Government as now regulated by statute, and if investi- 
gation is to at all, I think it should extend to those subjects 
that would lead to the development of whatever evils there may be in- 
herent in the Indian policy and in the system as it exists in the statutes 

f to-day. 
, Mr. BUTLER. I moved the reference of the resolutions to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs because they seemed to be so far-reaching in 
their scope as to be worthy of some preliminary investigation by a com- 
mittee of this body. 

It is not simply a question of inquiry. The resolutions, as I under- 
stand, are @ positive mandate to the Committee on Indian Affairs to 
make an investigation upon a supposed condition of affairs of which 
I have no knowledge, I am very frank to say, and I do not suppose 
there are a dozen Senators on this floor who have sufficient informa- 
tion to enable them to vote intelligently on the resolutions. Hence it 
was I moved their reference to the Committee on Indian Affairs, which 
is supposed to be familiar with the whole subject, and if any investi- 
gation is deemed to be necessary they can order it. If on the other 
hand it be held unnecessary they can so report. 

I have not the slightest desire to circumscribe the scope of this pro- 
posed investigation in the slightest degree. On the contrary, I agree 
with the Senatorfrom Massachusetts that it isdue to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs that an investigation should be had fully and com- 
pletely. If we were simply asked to adopt a resolution of inquiry di- 
rected to the Secretary of the Interior or to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, I should have no hesitation about voting for its passage; but 
these resolutions in terms direct the committee to make an investigation 
upon a supposed condition, true or untrue; and I am not prepared to 
say that it is true. The Senator who submits the resolutions says he 
is not prepared to say that it is true. It seems to me the resolutions 

should not be passed in an inconsiderate kind of way. They ought to 
go to the Committee on Indian Affairs, who can report in forty-eight 
hours whether they ought to pass or not in their present shape, and if 
not in their present shape, in what shape should they pass if at all. 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion tore- 
fer the resolutions to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


RESTORATION OF NAVAL CADETS. 


Mr. DOLPH. If the morning business is over, I move to take up 
for present consideration Senate bill 2172, Order of Business 706. 

Mr. BUTLER. A few days ago I gave notice that I should ask the 
Senate to consider this morning the bill (S. 371) limiting a portion of 
an act entitled ‘‘Anact making appropriations for the naval service for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1883, and for other purposes.’’ After 
conference with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. Do_pn] I have con- 
cluded not todoso; but I give notice now that on Tuesday next after the 
routine morning business I shall ask the Senate to consider that bill. 
Meantime several Senators who desire more information about it can 
have an opportunity of reading the report. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD LANDS. 


Mr. DOLPH. I renew the motion to take up for present considera- 
tion Senate bill No. 2172. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 2172) restoring to the 
United States certain of the lands granted to the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company to aid in the construction of a railroad from Lake Su- 
perior to Sound, and to restore the same to settlement, and for 
other the pending question being on the amendment pro- 
posed b . VAN WYCK. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not wish to vote either way on that amend- 
ment, and I move to lay it on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of 
the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNnps]. 

Mr. BUTLER called for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Several Senators. Let the amendment be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

p The Cuter CierK. In the first section, line 10, after the word 
main,’’ it is to strike out all down to and including the 
word ** ” in line 14, as follows: 

Line which extends from Wallula Junction, in Washington Territory, to the 


city of Portland, in the State of Oregon, except such of said lands as appertain 
to and are conterminous with the branch line across the Cascade Mountains. 


And in lieu thereof to insert: 


And branch lines where the railroad required by said act has not bee . 
structed and completely finished at the date of the passage of this act. 


So as to make the section read: 
That all i as 
pany ore eennameetre areata to the Northern Pacific Railroad Com 


Saas ten intestines te 
coast, by the route,” approved July 2, 1864, and iiieawuent acta and 
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joint resolutions of Congress, which appertain to and are conterminous with that 
— of its main and branch lines where the railroad required by said act has not 
een constructed and completely finished at the date of the passage of this act 
be, and the same are hereby, resumed by the United States and restored to the 
public domain,and made subject to disposition and settlement under the gen- 
eral laws relating to the public lands. 

Mr. VEST. It is contended on the part of some respectable lawyers 
that the property which was granted to the railroad company has al- 
ready been forfeited, and that a forfeiture took place at the time the 
company failed to comply with the terms of the grant, which was 
some yearsago. Now, if this amendment prevails it does away with 
that contention, because the forfeiture only takes place as from the 
time of the passage of the act. In other words, it yields up the ground 
taken by many good lawyers to the effect that this forfeiture took effect 
at the termination of the time limited in the original grant for the com- 
pletion of the road. The company was to finish the road by a certain 
time, the 4th of July, 1879. They did not comply with the terms of 
the grant, did not finish the road. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is the motion to lay on the table debatable ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair must remind the Senator 
from Missouri that the motion to lay on the table is not debatable. 
The yeas and nays have been ordered on that motion. 

Mr. VEST: I havesaid all I wish to say—that this amendment ex- 
tends the time of forfeiture. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BUTLER (when Mr. Brown’s name was called). I was re- 
quested by the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown] to state that on 
account of illness he had been compelled to leave the Senate Chamber, 
and to announce his pair with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. DoLPH]. 

Mr. DOLPH. The Senator from Georgia spoke to me and said he 
did not care to be paired on this bill. I asked him particularly about 
this bill, and he said he did not care about my being paired with him 
on this bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ionly complied with the request of the Senator from 
Georgia in announcing the pair. 

Mr. DOLPH. Hemay have made other arrangements after he spoke 
to me about it. 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN], who has been called home. 
I may as well announce my pair now for all the votes that may be taken 
on this bill. I should vote ‘‘yea’’ on this motion if he were here. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. CULLOM. I am paired with the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
CoLquiTr]. If he were here, I should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. DAWES. My colleague [Mr. HoAR] is necessarily absent from 
the city. He left a request that I should obtain a pair for him; but I 
am not able to determine how he would vote upon this measure, and, 
therefore, as I can not get any other pair for him, I will withhold my 
vote and consider myself paired with him. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am paired with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. 
MorGAN], and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator from Missouri [ Mr. CocKRELL] will pair 
with my colleague [Mr. Hoar], and I vote ‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. COCKRELL. I conferred with the colleague of the Senator 
from Massachusetts before he left, and he requested me to pair with 
him. I have not announced the pair, and have not voted. I consid- 
ered myself paired with him, although he did not make any special re- 
quest about this particular bill. 

Mr. HALE. My colleague [Mr. FRYE] is absent and paired with 
the Senator from Maryland [Mr. GorRMAN ]. 

Mr. GEORGE. I desire to call the attention of the Senator from Illi- 
nois [Mr.CuLtoM]. I understood the Senator from Illinois to-say that 
he was paired with the Senator from Georgia [ Mr. CoLquiTt], and that 
if he were here the Senator from Illinois would vote ‘‘nay.’’ I feel 
authorized to say under the circumstances that the Senator is at lib- 
erty to vote ‘‘nay’’ if he desires to do so. 

Mr. CULLOM. Then I cast my vote; I vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 28; as follows: 





YEAS—23. 
Aldrich, Dolph, Logan, Sawyer, 
Allison, Edmunds, Miller, Sherman, 
Blair, Evarts, Mitchell of Oreg., Spooner, 
Cameron, Hale, Morrill, Stanford, 
Chace, Harrison, Palmer, Wilson of Iowa. 
Dawes, Hawley, Sabin, 

NAYS—238. 
Beck, Eustis, Kenna, Vance, 
Berry, George, Manderson, Van Wyck, 
Blackburn, Gibson, Maxey, Vest, 
Butler, Gray, Payne, Voorhees, 
Call, Hampton, Pugh, Walthall, 
Coke, Harris, Saulsbury, Whitthorne, 
Cullom, Jones of Arkansas, Teller, Wilson of Md. 

ABSENT—2. 

Bowen, Frye, McMillan, Plumb, 
Brown, Gorman, McPherson, Ransom, 
Camden, Hearst, Mahone, Riddleberger, 
Cockrell, Hoar, Mitchell of Pa., Sewell. 
Colquitt, Ingalls, Morgan, 
Conger, Jones of Florida, Pike, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Piatt, 


So the Senate refused to lay the amendment on the table. 
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Mr. EUSTIS. I move to strike out all after the enacting clause of 
the bill and substitute the following amendment 

Mr. INGALLS. Is not an amendment pending? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. There is an amendment already pend- 
ing. The question is on the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska 
[Mr. VAN Wyck]. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I offer it as an amendment to the amendment of the 
Senator from Nebraska. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The amendmentof the Senator from 
Nebraska being a motion toamend the text proposed to be stricken out 
by the Senator from Louisiana, the question must be first put on the 
amendment of the Senator from Nebraska. His motion is to amend 
the text and the Senator from Louisiana proposes to strike out the 
whole bill. The question is on the amendment proposed by the Sena- 
ator from Nebraska. 

Mr. DOLPH. Theeffectof this amendment if adopted, asI tried to 
show yesterday, would be to prevent the completion in the near future 
of the direct line of the Northern Pacific Railroad from Lake Superior 
to Puget Sound. In the very brief time I ocewpied yesterday I endeav- 
ored to show the importance of this direct line; that there is not now 
in the Territory of Washington any means whatever of communication 
between what is known as Eastern and Western Washington; that all 
the commerce and all the travel between the two parts of the Terri- 
tory is compelled to go around by the Columbia River in order to reach 
one portion of the Territory from the other. 

I then stated that the Northern Pacific Railroad Company was strug- 
gling to complete the branch known as the Caseade branch, which will 
give them a direct line across the Cascade Mountains, will bring the two 
sections of the Territory into direct communication with each other, 
and complete a direct line from Lake Superior to Puget Sound. 

I then called attention to the fact that just north of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad the Canadian Pacific by large subsidies from the Cana- 
dian Government had been constructed and is now completed through 
to Puget Sound, and that Great Britain with her usual foresight and 
energy was about to seize and take out of our very grasp the commerce 
of the old East and of the Pacific coast. Tomy mind that isa control- 
ling reason why the Senate of the United States facing these facts should 
decline to do anything that would place an obstacle in the way of the 
completion of this through line, and I gave this as the main reasons 
why the forfeiture of these 75 miles of the land grant through the Cas- 
cade Mountains, lands that are of very little value for any purpose 
whatever, but which are a basis of credit for the company upon which 
in connection with their constructed road as they proceed to construct 
section after section they are enabled to sell bonds to obtain the money 
to construct the next section and to push their road over and through 
the mountains, should not be declared. 

But, sir, there are other reasons, not so important, not so national in 
their character, not so weighty with me. One of those is that the 
object for which the grant of lands to this company was made was to 
secure a through line of road from Lake Superior to Puget Sound. 
That was a great national undertaking, a great commercial undertaking, 
an undertaking that was worthy of the attentionof Congress and de- 
serving of the Government aid that was conferred upon the company. 

I do not at this time propose to undertake to detail the struggles 
which this company has made to construct the road. I will not dwell 
upon the obstacles which the Government has placed in their way by 
inaction. I showed, when another bill was discussion the other 
day, that while complaint is being made of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company that they have not taken patents to their lands so that 
they become taxable, there had been certified to the company and seg- 
regated from the public domain but a little over 700,000 acresof land, 
but that the company had selected over 11,000,000 acres, listsof which 
lie to-day in the Interior Department awaiting the approval of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior. The Government agreed that the Indian title 
should be extinguished, but this company has had to go on under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior to negotiate treaties with the 
Indians, pay for their lands for right of way, and to.come to Congress 
for 2 confirmation of their purchases, before they could get even per- 
mission to survey their lands within the boundariesof Indian reserva- 
tions. 

While the Canadian Government has been subsidizing the Canadian 
Pacific, there have been constant obstacles thrown in the way of the 
completion of the Northern Pacifie Railroad and constant threats of the 
forfeiture of their grant affecting their credit. Notwithstanding all 
that they completed their road from Lake Superior to the Columbia 
River and have constructed the Cascade branch for 100 miles westward 
and they are now tunneling the mountain, and have contracted for the 
construction of the road over the mountain, a piece of road that is en- 
tirely separate from the grant for which it is proposed by this bill as it 
came from the committee to forfeit, lying many miles north of it upon 
another branch of the road; and I for one, because I think it is right 
and in the interest of the commerce of this country and the whole 
ple of the United States, sound public policy and true states 
desire to record my vote against now interfering with the construction 
that part of the road. 

The land proposed by the amendment to be forfeited is of no value 
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ern Pacific Railroad Company. 
down the Columbia River and across the country to Puget Sound 


and the character of it. 
body and there are very few out of it but what know thatthis grant ; 
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to the Government. In the mainat least, itis not fit for homestead ,..; 
pre-emption claims. It isof some value tothe company; it wil) sc:.,,.. 
the early completion of this part of itsroad. On the other hand ¢),, 

are 214 miles of the line running through a much better country +), 


y ti 


grant for which ought to be forfeited. Another road has bee, j),\), 


there without a land grant or Government aid, and running arr)... 
ments have been made between the company owning it and the \o;+ 
It forms a link in the longer, , 


Then it appears to me that we owe something to the stockhol 
this company, the people who put their money into this enterpr.. 
It seems to me unjust now as an equitable proposition when hind, 
of thousands of dollars are being expended upon this very link, t}). - 
miles in the Caseade Mountains, when it is partly graded, whey sy, 
veying parties have been seeking to find a practicable route thro. 
the mountains ever since the company was incorporated, when a 
tunnel is being constructed—it seems to me, I repeat, that it ; 


now to declare that they shall be deprived of that land if the roa 1 
not completed when this act shall take effect. ! 
prosecuting the work with energy, if it could be shown that they y 


If they were n 


not being diligent in the construction of the Cascade branch, ; 
were delaying the construction and seeking to hold on to the uy: 
would not say a word; but with the diligence that is now beiny 
it appears to me that we ought not to throw an obstacle in th 
the construction. 

Something has been said here in regard to the conditions of this ¢ray 
I do not believe that there is a lawyer in t! 


a grant ia presenti, that it transferred the title upon conditions, that 
when the conditions are performed, no matter whether within the tim: 
limited in the act or afterward, the title becomes perfect and beyond th 
power of Congress to interfere with it; that as this road was to be con- 
structed in sections of 25 miles and it was provided that whenever a 
section was completed the President of the United States shoul ap 
point commissioners to examine it and accept it and then patents show 
issue to it; whenever a 25-mile section was constructed and conmis- 
sioners were appointed to examine it and it was approved by the P’res- 
ident of the United States, no matter whether the patents were issued 
or not, the title of the company became perfect to the lands so far as 
road had been accepted. The grant isin its nature divisible, znd unde: 
the provisions of the act every section stands upon precisely the same 
basis as if there had been a separate act for each 25-mile section; and no 
lawyer under a grant with such conditions, in my judgment, after a 
thorough examination of the question, would contend that the provision 
as to the completion of the entire road at all affects the condition «| 
the sections of the road which had been completed, examined, and «- 
cepted in accordance with the terms of the act. Of course should thi; 
amendment be adopted and should the Senate pass the bill in a shape: 
that would forfeit all unearned lands, then the amendment offered } 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] would not be either a just or 
proper one; for when Congress had exercised its entire power in th: 
matter it would be foolish and unjust to hold a threat over the company 
affecting their credit as to other lands. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Will the Senator allow me a moment? If the 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky is proper as to the Jand lying 
between Wallulaand Portland, why is it not proper as to the land lying 
on the 75 miles, the farthest point of the Cascade branch? Why is :t 
not as proper for one as for the other? 

Mr. DOLPH. The Senator evidently does not. understand the situ- 
ation. If the bill should be in the form in which it came from 
the committee, forfeiting the from Wallula Junction to Portland 
and not forfeiting the Jands for the 75 miles in the Cascade Mountains, 
and the company should not complete that branch within a reasona)'e 
time, Congress might want to forfeit the 75 miles, or what was leit of 
That is to say, if the company should now stop operatipns and shou! 
not complete that road within a year or within a reasonable time, Con- 
gress might want to act upon the 75 miles; and therefore the saving 
clause of the Senator from Kentucky, that this act shall not prejudice 
the right of the United States to forfeit any other portion of the grant, 
would be . Butifthe amendment of the Senator from Nebraska's 
adopted, by which the Cascade branch is included in the forfeiture, 
then there would be, according te my judgment, nothing left for (on- 

to act upon hereafter, and the provision of the amendment o! tle 
tor from Kentucky would be only a threat, something to be he! 
in terrorem over this company, affecting their credit. 

I do not propose to discuss this question at length; but after the vole 
upon the motion to lay this amendment on the table, I do not fee! sa‘- 
isfied to allow the vote on the amendment to be taken in silenc’. | 


know what Iam ing about in this matter. I know what is for the 
interest of the people of i Territory. I know what is for the 
interest of the of the United States. I have studie( 


this question, and I desire to record my vote and raise my voice again-' 
the proposition of the Senator from Nebraska and to do what I am «)!c 
to prevent the placing of another obstacle in the way of the constru— 
tion of this direct line across the Cascade Mountains. ; 

Mr. HARRISON. Mr. President, when the original amendment 0!- 
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fered by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] was under con- 
: yesterday my attention was somewhat distracted, and I was 
for a time absent from the Senate in preparation for the discharge of a 
duty which was to follow later in the day. 

I haye only one suggestion to make to the Senator from Nebraska about 
this amendment that is pending. It seems to me that it is broader 
than heintends. For one, I am ready to vote for the forfeiture of any 
land t appurtenant to any part of a railroad that is now unfinished ; 
but this amendment as it is pending reads as follows: 

where the railroad, required by said acts, has not been con- 
— ae finished at the date of the passage of this act. 

I understand that a considerable portion of this Cascade branch, as it 
is called, perhaps seventy-five or a hundred miles, has been constructed, 
and I do not understand that it isthe purpose of even the Senator from 
Nebraska by this amendment to forfeit the land appurtenant to that 

t of the branch which has been constructed, but only such lands as 
would beappurtenant to the unconstructed part of the road, that which 
is not built and in operation. But it seems to me the amendment upon 
which we have just voted, and which is pending, relates to the entire 
branch, and would forfeit all lands upon that branch even though the 
road was actually constructed and in operation, and had been so con- 
structed and so in operation fora number of years. I do not under- 
stand that to be the purpose of the Senator from Nebraska; but thatin 
modifying the a from the one first proposed he intended to 
limit the forfeiture so far as it should be made in this bill; and I donot 
understand that this is an expression, on the part of any of us whoare | 
opposing it, of the limit to which we are ready to go. But the amend- 
ment is broader than it has been represented and than has been his de- 
sign. Iask the Senator from Nebraska whether it was the intention 
by this amendment to forfeit the lands that lie along that part of the 
Cascade branch which has been finished and is in operation ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. It was not my intention by the amendment to | 
do that thing. 

Mr. HARRISON. Very good. Then I suggest to the Senator to | 
remove what seems to be an objection in the minds of some of us by so 
modifying the amendment as to make it apply to those miles of the 
road that are unfinished instead of to the branch line as it seems to be | 
now. It aprears to me as the amendmentis pending now we are voting 
directly upon the question of forfeiting lands that have been earned, if 
they can be earned by the construction of the road after the time lim- 
ited in the original act. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. As the Supreme Court has decided that they can 
be 





Mr. HARRISON. Yes. 
Mr. VEST. Mr. President, it is a little premature at this time to 
discuss the whole question as to the forfeiture of the land granted to the | 
Northern Pacific Railroad. The Senator from Oregon seems to be ab- | 
solutely certain that no lawyer would risk his reputation by stating pub- 
licly or privately that the failure of this company to complete the road 
by the 4th of July, 1879, worked a foreiture of the grant of those lands. 
He says that it was a grant in presenti, and that the failure of a condi- 
tion subsequent did not affect the grant. My own reputation asa law- 
yer may be hardly worth discussion (I leave that to others), but I un- 
dertake to say as a Jawyer that the failure to complete that road, and 
the whole road, by the 4th of July, 1879, did work a forfeiture of the 

grant. 
Without going into anything like an elaborate discussion, I will read 


the eighth section of the act of 1864, which granted these lands, and I 
will leave thediscussion there. After reciting the character of the grant, 
so many miles in the States and so many in the Territories, alternate sec- 
tions, &e., section 8 of the act of 1864 is in these words : 

And be it further enacted, That each and every grant, right, and privilege herein 
are so made and given to and accepted by said Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, upon and subject to the following conditions, namely: That the said com- 

shall commence the work on said road within two years from the ap- 
this act by the President, and shall complete not less than 50 miles 
after the second year, and shall construct, equip, furnish, and com- 
whole road by the 4th day of July, A. D. 1876. 
is the eighth section of the act of Congress making the original 
The time was subsequently extended to 1879. 
BUTLER. And they accepted it upon those conditions ? 
VEST. They accepted it upon those conditions, and they failed 
that road, and I say as a lawyer that no respectable court 
anything else except that there was a forfeiture of that 

It is now a question for Congress within its own grace and 

the grant, or, in other words, to do away with that 


Ido not propose to go further in this discussion at present. When 
here I shall undertake to show, as I think I can, 
legal authority that that would be the construction put 
grant, whether it be a private or a public one. 
the amendment pending before the Senate, I voted against lay- 
ing it on the table because, under the rules of the Senate, while that mo- 
without unanimous consent I could not say what | 
tee subject. Iam in favor of the passage of the 
ite for the bill reported by the Senate commit- 
Iam for it because I believe it is in exact harmony with the legal 
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opinion I have justexpressed. Iam for it, in the seeond place, because 
I consider the argument made yesterday afternoon by the Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Eustis] as conclusive in regard to the price of these 
lands, the tenure by which the actual settlers should hold them, per- 
sons who have gone upon them in good faith. Under the bill as offered 
by the Senate Committee on Public Lands, the actual bona fide settlers 
who went upon the lands embraced within the grant to the Northern 
Pacific Railroad, although that forfeiture is declared by the bill now 
pending here to be absolute, are compelled to pay $2.50 an acre by 
reason of the fact that that grant was put upon paper to the North Pa- 
cific Railroad, although the company did not comply with the terms-of 
it. If that gtant is absolutely worthless, as the bill makes it so far as 
it extends, then the bona fide settler should be permitted to go upon it 
as if the grant had never been put upon paper. 

Mr. BUTLER. How much is to be paid to the Government? 

Mr. VEST. He has to pay to the Government $2.50 an acre. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Although he may have made a payment already 

Mr. VEST. Although he may have made a payment to the North 
Pacifie Company already, still if we pass the Senate bill declaring that 
this forfeiture is absolute as to certain portions of these lands, if a bona 





Jide settler is found upon them he is made to pay $1.25 more upon th 


/ 
t 


acre by reason of the fact that the Congress of the United States may 
a grant the terms of which were not complied with by the grantee 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Will the Senator yield to me fora sug 
gestion? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Is it not a fact that within the lir 
of this grant, in that portion of the grant which the bill proposes to for 
feit, between Wallula and Portland, as reported from the committ: 
any settlers on those lands may take up 160 acres at $1.25an acre; ani 
is not this provision requiring payment of $2.50 an acre only to apply 
to those to whom the greater privilege is given by virtue of the previ 
ions of the bill allowing the taking of 320 acres? 

Mr. VEST. That may be so, and yet 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. That is as I understand the 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is it exactly. 

Mr. DOLPH. Will the Senator from Missouri allow me to interrupt 
him? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. DOLPH. I did not think a careful reading of the bill would 
lead any one to suppose that there was any such provision as that in it. 
These provisions are in fayor of the settlers. They do not affect the 
land laws at all. Anybody in possession of any of these lands who 
may wish to take under the homestead or pre-emption laws may do so. 
He will be in possession and he will have tlie first right to purchase. 

sut the trouble is that all these companies I think, the Northern Pacitic 
company at least, issued a circular and advertised that if people woeld 
go on the lands and settle on them and improve them, when they hal 
been earned by the company by construction of its road they would be 
graded and settlers should have the first right to purchase at an ap- 
praised value or in some cases at $2.60anacre. Some people went onto 
these Jands under those provisions,and have fenced, cultivated, anid 
improved them, and there are great fields of wheat growing on them 
to-day. Many of the settlers have exhausted their homestead and pre- 
emption rights, and if Congress should not makeany provision for such 
persons they would be liable to lose their lands and we should have 
them coming here at another session of Congress for relief; others 
would jump their claims under the land laws, and we should have a 
great deal of trouble growing out of the matter. So the committee 
undertook to provide for that class of settlers by providing that they 
shall be given the same amount that one man can take under the home- 
stead and pre-emption laws, namely, 320 acres, at $2.50, the price which 
was fixed tor the land when the grant was made. 

That is the first provision of the section, and that is all thatit is. It 
does not interfere in the least with the rights of the settler under the 
land laws. I would go as far as any one to protect the settlers. I 
would be as far from interfering with the rights of the settlers in the 
State of Oregon as any Senator on this floor. Under this bill they will 
have all their rights under the land laws, and they have the additional 
privilege of purchasing the lands held by them under the railroad com- 
pany at $2.50 an acre if they find they are not qualified to purchase the 
same under the land laws when these lands revert to the public domain. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I wish to say one other word, if the 
Senator from Missouri will allow me. 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I desire to state right in this connec- 
tion that so far as I am concerned I shall vote for no forfeiture bill of 
any lands that belong to any railroad company that has not a provision 
in it which, as I understand it, will give to settlers on those lands all 
the rights that any settler has on any other public lands of the United 
States. I understand that this bill does that thing. 

As I intimated a moment ago, any settler on any of these lands pro- 
posed to be forfeited by the bill has a right to take up 160 acres of land 
under any of the land laws of the United States now in existence and 
under the provisions of those different acts. The simple fact is that a 
privilege is extended to them by virtue of this measure allowing them 
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to take up 320 acres by paying $2.50 anacre. I understand that under 
this bill a man located on those lands could take up 160 acres under 
the pre-emption law, for instance, or under the homestead law, or under 
the timber-culture act. Hecould takeall that any other citizen could 
take on any public land, and in addition to that, by virtue of the pro- 
visions of this bill, he could take up 160 acres more by paying $2.50 
an acre for it. That is as I understand the bill, and if I am wrong 
about that I shall vote for any amendment that will give settlers on 
the lands all the privileges that settlers have on any other lands in the 
United States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But you are not wrong, and our friends on the 
other side want to squeeze the settlers apparently. 

Mr. VEST. My construction of the bill is not that put upon it by 
the Senator from Oregon who last addressed the Senate. Section 2 
reads as follows: 


Sec. 2, That in all cases where persons are in possession of any of the lands 
affected by said grant and hereby resumed by and restored tothe United States, 
under deed, written contract with, or license from the said Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company executed prior to January 1, 1886, they shall be entitled to purchase 
the same from the United States, in quantities not exceeding 320 acres to any one 
such person, at the rate of $2.50 per acre, at any time within two years from the 
passage of this act,and on making said payment to receive patents therefor. 


That is to say, the actual bona fide settler can purchase from the Gov- 
ernment any of these forfeited lands in any quantity up to 320 acres 
by paying $2.50 an acre, which amounts simply to this, that by reason 
of the fact that this grant, which is now declared to be no grant at all, 
was made by the United States Congress to the North Pacific Railroad 
and the company has not complied with the terms of that grant, by 
reason of that single fact, enough vitality is given to this dead grant to 
make it cost the actual settler a dollar and a quarter more an acre 
even if he takes 160 acres. If that is not the construction of it, I am 
utterly at sea, without compass or rudder, in regard to the measure. 

I prefer the House bill, which says that these lands shall be sold to 
the actual settler by the Government as other public lands, and that 
this grant shall be what we absolutely declare it to be, worthless, null, 
and void. That is logical and consistent, and I can only be consistent 
with my legal opinion by voting against the amendment of the Senator 
from Nebraska, because although I may be an extremist as to these for- 
feitures and go far beyond what my associates on this side of the Cham- 
ber are willing to go, I believe that all these lands are forfeited, if that 
road was not completed, under the terms of the eighth section of the 
act of 1864 which I have read. But the Senator from Nebraska is ut- 
terly inconsistent with the House bill which he offered yesterday as a 
substitute, because under his amendment he abnegates and abandons 
the position that this forfeiture was made on the 4th of July, 1879, by 
the terms of the act of 1864, and he says now that the forfeiture shall 
only work from the time of the passage of this bill, giving up and re- 
linquishing what I believe to be the construction of the act of 1864 and 
taking the illogical and inconsistent position that that forfeiture is not 
worked but that it is something in futuro, to take effect from the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Therefore I think that Senators who hold with me in regard to the 
construction of the act of 1864 can not support the amendment, and I 
say from my standpoint that I believe the forfeiture was worked on the 
4th of July, 1879, as to all these lands, upon the branches and the main 
road too. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I stated briefly yesterday that I could not vote 
for the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska because it went too 
far. I do not think the Senate understands that amendment exactly, 
or the effect of it. I will read the clause only using the effective words 
as the section will be when amended, if the amendment is agreed to: 

‘That all the lands heretofore granted to the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company,’’ &c., ‘‘ which appertain to and are conterminous with 
that part of its main and branch lines where the railroad required by 
said acts has not been constructed and completely finished at the date 
of the passage of this act, be, and the same are, hereby resumed.’’ 
Then all the landsconterminous with the completed portions of that road 
at the date of the passage of this bill are hereby confirmed. That is 
theamendment; nothing more and nothingless. The effect of it, then, 
is to confirm every acre of land granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad 
Company save only between Wallula and Portland and 75 miles of the 
Cascade branch. That is the amendment pure, simple, and unadulter- 
ated. Therefore I am not in favor of it. 

Mr, VAN WYCK. May I ask the Senatcr a question ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Certainly. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I urged the same position in regard to the bill 
as it was reported by the Senator from Oregon [Mr. DoLru], that the 
forfeiture from Wallula to Portland would be a concession to the railroad 
company, an admission on our part that there was no more of this grant 
to be forfeited. I took that position and I understood the Senator 
then to say that that would not be the construction. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Unquestionably the bill only deals with the road 
from Wallula to Portland and declares the lands on that line forfeited 
and leaves the other landsentirely untouched. Your amendment con- 
firms every acre of land granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad ex- 
cept between Wallula and Portland and for 75 miles of the Cascade 
branch, and it goes further than I can go. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. If the forfeiture from Wallula to Portland js ;,.; 
an admission that we propose to do no more, by adding to the firfej;_ 
ure 75 miles more of the railroad to the line between Wallula ay; 
Portland, how does that make any different conclusion in the esti), ~ 
tion of the Senator from Missouri ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. It makes this difference, that you con(irm 4)) 
the rest of the grant. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Does it confirm any more than did the forfejtyr. 
from Wallula to Portland ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. It does absolutely confirm it. There can be jy 
one interpretation to it. Let me read it again. Let the Senator jys 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri jj 
pause. The hour of 2 o’clock having arrived, it is the duty of the 
Chair to lay before the Senate the unfinished business, which wij! }e 
stated. ° 

The Cuter CLERK. A bill (S. 1812) to provide for taxation of raj}- 
road-grant lands, and for other purposes. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope the Senator from Missouri will be permit- 
ted to conclude the remarks he wished to make before we go on with 
the other bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
from Missouri will proceed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I simply wanted to read the provision. There 
can be no misunderstanding of this amendment, and I will read it again 
so that the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. BERRY] may see exactly what 
it does mean. There can be no misinterpretation of it. It 
plain: 

That all the lands heretofore granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany * * * which appertain to and are conterminous with that part of its 
main and branch lines where the railroad required by said acts has not been 
constructed and completely finished at the date of the passage of this act tx 
and the same are hereby, resumed by the United States and restored to the pul, 
lic domain, and made subject to disposition and settlement under the general 
laws relating to public lands. 

Mr. BERRY. Will the Senator from Missouri yield to me? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I will yield. 

Mr. MANDERSON. I should like toask the Senator from Missouri 
a question. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have yielded to the Senator from Arkansa:, and 
I will then hear the Senator from Nebraska. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The subject-matter has passed away 
from the consideration of the Senate, the hour of 2 o’clock having ar- 
rived. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I simply wanted to read the amendment so that 
it might go in the RecorD, and any one who understands the Eny|ish 
language can interpret it. 

Mr. BERRY. Does the President of the Senate rule that I can uot 
ask the Senator from Missouri a question? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The debate is upon the pending })1! 
(S. 1812) relative to taxing railroad Jand grants, and it is not for tl 
Chair to determine. The bill before the Senate will be again stated by 
its title. 

The Cuter CLERK. A bill (S. 1812) to provide for taxation of rail- 
road-grant lands, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Arkansas has the 
floor. 

Mr. BERRY. This is not the same bill that was under consideration 
before 2 o’clock ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No; that has passed from the con- 
sideration of the Senate. 

Mr. BERRY. I understood that upon the application of the Senato: 
from Vermont [Mr. EpmuNpDs] the Senator from Missouri [ Mr. Cock- 
RELL] wasallowed to complete his remarks, and I proposed to ask him 
a question during those remarks, which I supposed would be in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will recognize the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas as a matter of courtesy. 

Mr. BERRY. I simply desire to ask the Senator from Missouri if hie 
is eorrect in his statement that in case the bill should pass with the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Nebraska it would have the 
ef.ect to confirm to the railroad company all other lands. If the bi!! 
passes as reported by the Senator from Oregon without the amendment. 
will it not have the effect to confirm to the company all other lands than 
those from Wallula to Portland and the Cascade branch in addition’ 

Mr. COCKRELL. Not at all. 

Mr. BERRY. The bill is to forfeit from Wallula down to Portland. 
The Senator from Nebraska proposes to forfeit 75 miles of the Cascaile 
branch in addition tothose lands. I think myself that if the bill were 
passed as it came from the committee without the amendment of 1! 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] it would have the effect to coniirm 
all those lands that have heretofore been earned, and to that I w:s 0) 
posed. I say that if the bill without the amendment it not on y 
confirms them, but confirms 75 miles in addition of unearned ans 00 
the Cascade branch upon which tie road is not finished to-day. If th» 
Senator from proposes to support the bill as it was reported 
by the Senator from Oregon [Mr. DoLpH] without that amendment, 


that. 


If there be no objection the Senator 


is too 
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he not only confirms the lands down to Wallula but he confirms 75 
miles in addition of unearned land where the road is being built to-day. 

Mr. MANDERSON. Before passing from the proposition that was 
su by the Senator from Missouri I should like to call his at- 
tention to section 3 of the bill adopted by the action of the Senate yes- 
terday on the motion of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] and 
to call his attention to the fact that that section certainly obviates the 
difficulty which he suggests. It says: 

Sec. 3. That n in this act shall be construed to waive or release or in 
any way affect any right of the United States to have any other lands granted 
by them to the lroad com 
to comply with the conditions 

“It seems to me that with that as an additional section to the bill the 
difficulty su by the Senator is certainly obviated. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senate bill 1812 being before the 
Senate, the pending question is on the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar]. e 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to have Senate bill 2172 printed 
with the amendment adopted on motion of the Senator from Kentueky 
[Mr. Beck] and the amendment proposed by the Senator from Ne- 
braska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the bill as 
amended and the pending amendment will be printed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is not to be taken out of the Senate so that it 
can not be taken upif we wish. 

Mr. COCKRELL. No, notasamatterof course, but itcan be printed 
before the next meeting of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But I do not wish the order to print to be made 
in such a way that the bill which has now been passed over by the ex- 
piration of the morning hour can not be disposed of to-day if there is 
time. I donot say that I shall want to do that, but I do not wish to 
have the Senate lose possession of it by the order to print. _ 

Mr. COCKRELL. Nor do I; but 1 think that it can be printed be- 
fore we shall have an opportunity to resume its consideration. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It may be. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish to submit an amendment to the bill to 


y forfeited for any failure of said company 
the grant. 


be ited. 

Mr. ] MITCHELL, of-Oregon. Before the bill passes from the con- 
sideration of the Senate I desire to offer an amendment, that it may be 
printed along with the bill as it stands now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. * If there be no objection the order to 
print will include the amendment proposed by the Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. COCKRELL. And also the amendment of the Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Eustis]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to offer an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I have not yet yielded the floor. I 
ask that my amendment be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill is not before the Senate, but 
the amendment ee if rt noobjection. TheSenator from 
Oregon proposes an ment to the bill which was under considera- 
tion at 2 o’clock, which will be read. 

The Carer CLERK. Insection2, line 13, after the word ‘‘line,’’ strike 
outall down to and including the words ‘‘ eighteen hundred and eighty,”’ 
in line 18, as follows: 

as the terminal limits of the earned portion of said grant easterly 
from said Wallula Junction by letter of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to the officers of the loca] land office at Walla Walla, Wash., dated Novem- 
ber 17, 1880. 
And insert in lieu thereof: 


Known asthe Harrison line, beinga line drawn from Walla Walla, Wash., east- 
erly to the southwest corner of the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter 
of section 5, in township 7 north, of range 38 east of Willamette meridian. 

So as to read: 

Provided, That if it shall be found that any lands so resumed by the United 
Statesand restored to the public domain lie north of the line known as the Har- 
rison line, @ line drawn from Walla Walla, Wash., easterly to the south- 
west corner of quarter of the southeast quarter of section 5, in town- 
ship 7 north, of range 38 east of Willamette meridian, all persons, or their heirs 
or onion co Be case may be, who had acquired in good faith the title of the 
Northern pany to any portion of said lands prior to January 
1, 1886, or who at 


date were in possession of any portion of said landsor had 
improved the same, the same under written contract with or license 
from said company, executed in good faith, shall be entitled to purchase the 
lands so acquired, possessed, or improved, from the United States, &c. 
Mr. MITCHELL, of The only object of the amendment is 
Oe eee that is all. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Before the bill passes from the consideration of 
the Senate I have an amendment which I desire to offer, that it may be 


printed, I ask that it be read and ted. 
. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. amendment will be read if there 
o 0 


The bill having passed from the consideration of the 
Senate at 2 o’clock, it is not before theSenate. However, the amend- 
ment will be read. 


Mr.SAULSBURY. The amendment I propose is to be added to the 
last section which was ted 


yesterday. 
It is proposed to add to section 3 the following 


proviso: 
pies. Seren nwentar be iavaed Soren land included in any 
grant te in the Comstyaction of any raileend which at any time bas 


been liable to forfeiture for failure to comply in the time speciied with the 
terms of the grant until Congress shall authorize the issuing of such patent. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order to print will be made. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had appointed Mr. T. 
M. Norwoop of Georgia, Mr. C. B. Lorre of Delaware, and Mr. A. 
C. HARMER of Pennsylvania Visitors on the part of the House to the 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md., under the provisions of the act of 
February 15, 1879. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a joint reso- 
lution (H. Res. 174) authorizing the printing of 25,000 copies of the 
report of the National Board of Health for the year 1885; in which it 
requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


TAXATION OF RAILROAD-GRANT LANDS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 1812) to provide for taxation of railroad-grant lands, 
and for other purposes, the pending question being on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. HoARr to add: 


That not more than 640 acres of the lands sold under the provisions of this 
act shall be purchased by any one person, or shall thereafter be acquired or 
owned or held’in trust for any one person; and any title or interest acquired in 
violation hereof shall be forfeited to the United States, without any act of entry 
or other process whatever. 

Mr. EDMUNDS rose. 

Mr. DOLPH. I should be very glad to yield to the Senator from 
Vermont, but when the bill was last under consideration I yielded 
the floor to allow the Chinese treaty bill to be brought before the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon is correct. 
The Senator from Oregon is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DOLPH. Iam very glad to yield the floor to the Senator from 
Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg to thank the Senator from Oregon. I wish 
to speak to the pending bill as illustrating the bill that has just passed 
away from the consideration of the Senate. I wish to call the atten- 
tion of my brother Senators to the circumstance that a bill considered 
by a committee and reported by that committee, by a majority (I do not 
know whether it was unanimous or not, probably not), which proposes to 
forfeft 200 miles or more of a land grant in the rich valley of the Colum- 
bia, in respect to which probably all Senators would agree that it ought 
to be forfeited, has been by a yea-and-nay vote (if I may use sucha 
phrase now) bedeviled, as if we were all employed by a railroad com- 
pany to bedevil it and do nothing at all by the propositions of amend- 
ments and insisting upon considering them, that raise open and diffi- 
cult and disturbing questions, which our former experience has shown 
are not likely to be decided in the six weeks that are probably yet left 
for the action of Congress at this session. 

I wish to have the people of Washington Territory and the people of 
Oregon and the people of New York and the rest of the United States 
take notice of the proceedings this day, and to see whether they would 
not fairly suppose that the railroad corporation which does not wish to 
forfeit this Columbia grant had somehow or other been enabled to bias 
and hoodwink and mislead the minds of Senators so as to add things 
which are debatable in order to prevent action upon that on which we 
are all agreed. That is the way the case stands, and I want the people 
of this country to understand it. 

Then I wish to say to my friend from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck], 
with all his zeal for the public interest, which has misled us into the 
state we now are, where probably no bill will pass at all to forfeit any 
lands of the Northern Pacific after this yea-and-nay vote of the Senate, 
that it is only a little while ago since he himself proposed to the Senate 
to give out of the funds of the United States (for that is what it amounts 
to) a subsidy to the Union Pacific Railroad Company to build branches 
all over Nebraska and around there and to guarantee their bonds—not 
guarantee by the United States but guarantee by the corporation, on 
every dollar of whose funds and on every acre of whose lands we have 
by existing law a mortgage and a lien which is far beyond their value— 
to take really out of the funds of the United States the means for build- 
ing railroads in that region, while he is so very sensitive, and justly so, 
about appropriating any more public lands in general for the building 
of railroads. 

Doubtless my friend from Nebraska can explain his consistency, and 
with that I have really nothing to do; but I submit it to his considera- 
tion as a reason why we ought not to go very fast in denying to the 
people of Washington Territory this opening to the East out of some 
sort of public treasure, be it land or money, which it seems to be in 
his mind so necessary should be given out of the funds and property of 
the United States for improving the facilities of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company in Nebraska. 

I am not addressing this to my friend from Nebraska in the personal 
sense, but in the public sense, that if it be a good thing and a neces- 
sary thing for the public interest in Nebraska that what are really the 
funds of the United States shall be expended by the Union Pacific to 
build branches, &c., might it not be proper to extend facilities to the 








5022 


people of Washington Territory in the way of giving to this company 
power to finish building their road across to Sound by the use of 
the mountain lands in a region where the of Washington Ter- 
ritory and where the people on the whole line of the continent from 
Puget Sound to New York harbor are interested in building. up and 
finishing this line of intercommunication ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon [Mr. 
DoLpn] has the floor. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Will the Senator from Oregon yield to me? 

Mr. DOLPH. If the Senator proposes to make a I prefer to 
finish mine, but if he wishes simply to make an incidental suggestion 
I shall be glad to yield. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I desire tomakea statement in reply to the Sena- 
tor from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (to Mr. DoLpn). 

Mr. DOLPH. Very well; I yield. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator from Vermont appears somewhat 
solicitous lest the public at large shall supose that we are all in the 
employ of the railroad corporations, as I understand the Senator. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Heis solicitous enough on that point to make 
the suggestion that we had so bedeviled the bill that the people would 
think we were all in the employ of the railroads. That, I think, was 
the language. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. We will appeal to the Recorp in the morning 
and see how near I am to the Senator’s language. I do not think the 
people will make any mistake about that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. They do not generally make mistakes, at least 
not more than six years at a time. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No. They probably can draw the line of dis- 
tinction between who are and who are not in the employ of railroad 
companies, They will be able to do that doubtless. 

I do not know how the Senate has bedeviled the bill which the Sen- 
ator so eloquently alludes to. The Senate in its independence of ac- 
tion has seen fit to make suggestions and amendments of which the 
Senator from Vermont did not approve; that is true; but it does not 
necessarily follow that it is a bedevilment of the bill because the Sen- 
ator from Vermont did not vote for the amendments. Ido not know 
that the Senate should be characterized as bedeviling the thing because 
in their judgment they thought it better to extend the provisions of 
the bill and widen them. 

it is perfectly evident from the history of this bill from the time it 
went into the committee to the time it came out that it was intended 
to give an advantage to the Northern Pacific Railroad, that it proposed 
only to forfeit what the Northern Pacific Railroad Company were will- 
ing should be forfeited. When the bill went inte committee there was 
given by it a certain number of years for the Northern Pacific to finish 
their road. When it came out it had not that provision, but the au- 
thor of the bill, the Senator from Oregon [Mr. DoLPH}, refused to vote 
for the amendment which the Senate did approve, and. 
son that it would embarrass the Northern Pacific Railroad 
for this 75 miles of unfinished road was taken from it. That was the 
position of the Senator from Oregon, and he antagonized that amend- 
ment. He antagonized it on the ground that it would embarrass the 
Northern Pacifie Railroad, did he not? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; he says he did not. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Who says he did not? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understeod him to say he did not. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I refer to the senior Senator from Oregon [ Mr. 
Dowrit}. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I thought you were speaking of the junior Sen- 
ator from Oregon [Mr. MiTcHELL]}. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I was speaking of the Senator from Oregon [ Mr. 
Doiru], the author of the bill. He refused to vote for this amend- 
ment relating to the 75 miles because he said it would interfere with 
the Northern Pacific in constructing its road. 

Mr. DOLPH. Who did? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. DOLPH. You mean I voted to lay it on the table? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Thatisthesamething. You opposed the amend- 
ment, if you please, and opposed it onthat ground. ‘The Senator from 
Oregon refused his assent to the amendment which the Senate approved 
on the ground that it would interfere with the completion of the North- 
ern Pacific Railroad in constructing its line. 

Mr. DAWES. Where? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. On the floor of the Senate. He put it on that 
ground. Therefore I am justified in saying that the bill as introduced 
and 2s conducted here on the floor has been engineered in the interest 
of the Northern Pacific Railroad. 

Mr. DOLPH. If the Senator will yield to me for a moment—— 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly. 

Mr. DOLPH. I will say that the Senator is neither justified in say- 
San Calas and the Senator ought to knew that it is 

the fact. 





Oh, yes; let him proceed. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 






and I thought I suggested a 
branch should be constructed. To-day I went on toshow that I thought 
our commercial interests as a nation required it, and I say that th, 
Senator has no authority to draw any such conclusion as he has st.:; ‘d 
The bill was not introduced in the interest of the Northern }’s 
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Mr. VAN WYCK. When the Senator from Oregon based his oppo- 


sition to the amendment on the ground that it would interfere wt), 
the Northern Pacific Railroad what other conclusion can be drawn ? 
It is not in the interest of the people, he sa 


Mr. DOLPH. The Recorp will show what I said. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. You do not deny it? 

Mr. DOLPH. I do deny it. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. He does not deny what I said. 

Mr. DOLPH. The day before yesterday I went on to show how the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad was contending for the trade of the Pacijic 
national reason why the Cascade 


Railroad Company. If the Senator knows that the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company -desire a forfeiture of this grant, he knows some. 


thing that Ido not. On the contrary, so far as I have had any com- 


munication with any one interested in that road, I know that the 2y 
want it retained and would like to retain it until they can build that 


road and earn it. If the Senator will be kind enough to give us the 
information when they have asked for legislation to forfeit any part of 
the grant, I should be glad to have him do it. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Twill do it cheerfully. The Senator, in addition 


to what I stated, also said, and that I think he will not controvert, that 


he did not desire to interfere with the construction of the road by the 
Northern Pacific. 
Mr. DOLPH. Because that is the company constructing the road 


of course. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Precisely. 

Mr. DOLPH. I did not wish to interfere with the construction. 

Mr. VAN WYCK.: The Northern Pacific do not want the land on 
that 75 miles forfeited, and the Senator substantially said so, because it 
will embarrass them. He said distinctly that the land was worthless 


to the Government, but yet valuable to the railroad company as a basis 
of credit—worthless lands valuable to the company as the basis of credit, 
from which they can obtain money from the issue of bonds and by that 
means build the road. 
that is what he said. Now he says that the Northern Pacitic do not 
want this forfeiture from Wallula to Portland. 


That is the position of the Senator, because 


Mr. DOLPH. I did not say any such The Senator may yo 


thing. 
on and conclude his remarks; but I remind him of the fact that he 
wanted to 


reply to the Senator from Vermont when I gave way before 
I had finished my speech. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iam showing that we are not all attorneys for 
railroad com as the Senator from Vermont would intimate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; I did not intimate anything of the kind. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iam sorry I misunderstood the language, then 
So he did not intimate that all of us—only a part—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I did not intimate it of a part. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then of some of us. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not some. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If the Senator will excuse me, the language 
will show in the RecorD in the morning. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. So it will. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator from Oregon says the Northern Pa- 
cific Railroad Company do not desire, or rather, I understand him, it 
is not agreeable to their wishes that the land from Wallula to Portland 
shall be forfeited. > 

Mr. DOLPH. I do not undertake to for the Northern Pacific. 
I say as far as I know anything about it desire to retain this grant. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. They desire to retain the grant. I ask if it is 
not one of the most remarkable things ever heard of that the Senato: 
from Oregon should introduce a bill to forfeit a portion of their yran 
that they did not want forfeited, that they should not remonstrate w: th 
him about it, that they should not appeal to the committee of this !)oly 
as pete i do, importunately and persistently, when anything 's 

“Reoue Sone Aik te iieenape sutside of this body to besiege th 

e com- 
mittee-rooms to make known their wishes; and the fact that the North- 
ern Pacific has not even intimated to the Senators from Oregon that 
they do not want this forfeiture, that they have not come with elojuc" 
and able a the committee to proclaim and argue that this 
thing should not be done, is certainly as good evidence as we nec) t!i' 
the Northern Pacific Railroad is assenting to this forfeiture. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If they were willing to forfeit the land, cou'!! 
they not surrender at any time without any legislation at all’ 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I suppose 20, and I look upon this as a surren':+ or 
of that branch on their part, because they know what is proposed be' 
and they do not protest against it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But if they wanted todoit, ifI may interrupt ™) 
friend— 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Could they not just file in the Department of the 
Interior a surrender and renunciation of any claim to that land? It docs 
not require any legislation to make them do that. 
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. WYCK. No, notnecessarily. Corporations do not always | this: By virtue of certain provisions in the charter of the Northern Pa- 
do things as individuals do. They could dothat; but is not this really | cific Railroad Company, in the twentieth section, which was not referred 
effective here? They make no protest. They concede this. There- | to to-day by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest], they claim that 
fore I say it is in accordance with their wishes that this thing should be | there is no power in the Congress of the United States to declare for- 
done, because the fact that they do not protest, the fact that they give | feited any portion of this grant. That I understand has always been 
up 200 miles of what the Senator from Oregon says is the best land in | their position. I do not agree to it. 


: a 1 I do not think it is a position 
Oregon, is good evidence that they do not want it any longer. which can be maintained. I have never believed it; I do not believe 
Mr. McMILLAN. Are you unwilling to forfeit it because they are | it now. I think the power of Congress to declare forfeited any portion 


willing it should be done? f of the lands adjacent to the line of the road that is not completed is 
Mr. VAN WYCK. Iwanttodoit. — full, ample, and complete; and that we have the right to declare any 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I think from their silence they know in point of | portion of those lands forfeited for a failure to complete the road. 
justice and right it is so clear a case that it must be forfeited. That I say that I have understood heretofore, and I understand now, that 
they do not renounce it, as they could, in the Interior Department to- | the proposition of the company is that whatever Congress might do in 
day is a and they hope the bill will be so mixed up to do that | the matterof a declaration of forfeiture, even in reference to those lands 
thing, if it is passed at all, that by and by, when some more hopeful 
Senators come in, when my friend and I have retired to better and 
more congenial pursuits, they can probably get the thing fixed so that 


log 




























lying between Waliala and Portland, it would be a mere declaration 
that amounts to nothing, and that the courts in the end would hold that 
the action amounted tonothing. Ido not believe that, but that is the 


they will get the land after all. positionof the company. Thatis all that I desire tosay on that point. 
Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. May I ask theSenator from Nebraska Mr. VAN WYCK. Then the Senator knows what the company’s 
a question? views are on one branch of the case. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainl 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I certainly do. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iam much obliged for that. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I have the amplest reasons for know- 
ing. I acted as the attorney of that company for over six years when I 
had a right to actasits attorney. I know whatits views were then, and 
I have no reason to believe that its managers have ever changed their 
views upon that question; and I state now to the Senator and I state to 
the Senate and the country that I do not believe their position in refer- 
ence to that matter is good law. I think we have a right to declare 
these lands forfeited in so far as they are adjacent to any line of road 
along which the railroad has not been completed. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Of course we would expect the Northern Pacific 
Railroad to entertain the opinion, which railroads entertain generally, 
that Congress has no such power. That they always maintain, and 
that we understand. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. As a general rule. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator is correct about that; but yet it 
comes back again to the fact, which I think the discussion has elicited, 
that an attempt to oppose this legislation on the part of the Northern 
Pacific was baseless and they are not making the attempttodoit. The 
fact that they are not making the attempt to do it will be conceded ev- 
erywhere, because both the Senators from Oregon say their attention 
has not been called by the Northern Pacific Railroad to the injustice, 
the wrong that is proposed to be done them in forfeiting this land. The 
Northern Pacific find it baseless, as the Senator says, so baseless that 
the railroad company have not even called on the Senators from their 
State, on whom they havea right to call, tointerpose againstit. They 


y: 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Suppose the fact is as stated by the 
Senator from Nebraska, and I do not know whether it is or not. The 
Senator will permit me to say, when he speaks about communications 
with the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, that the Senator from 
Oregon has no communication with them, so far as I am concerned, and 
Ido not know that my colleague has. But suppose it is a fact that 
that company is willing to surrender this portion of the grant from 
Wallula to Portland. Ido not know whether it is true or not. My 
impression is that the company would like to hold on to it if they could. 
If they had anything to base a claim to it on, I think they would hold 
on to it until the last day. But — itis a fact that they are will- 
ing to give it up, whether because they feel they have no ground to 
stand on or for any other reason—I wish to know of the Senator from 
Nebraska what objection there is with him, what proper objection can 
be urged by Congress, to going on and declaring those lands forfeited 
in reference to which there is no contest, with some such provision as 
that submitted yesterday. by the Senator from Kentucky, that that 
action shall not be construed as an affirmation of the remainder of the 
grant, and then after we have done that thing in reference to which 
there is no controversy, proceed to contest the rest of the company’s 
grant by another bill? What is the objection to that proposition ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator has conceded very properly what I 
said, that the Northern Pacific Railroad Company had no objection to 
the forfeiture of aos “yd te 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. ve con no such thing. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. He said exactly the reverse. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of I have stated most distinctly, in the | have not sent an attorney before the committee, as the Senator knows. 
first place, that I know about it, as I was not in communica- Mr. DOLPH. I will answer the Senator when he gets through. I 


tion with the Northern Pacific Railroad Company or any of its officers, 


but that my impression was and my belief now is that it would like 
to hold on to the grant between Wallula and Portland until the very 


ry. 


yielded to the Senator to reply to the Senator from Vermont, but he 
can go on and when he gets through I shall answer him. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iam obliged to the Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. DOLPH. The Senator has his own ideas of Senatorial courtesy 
and a good many other things. I want him to go onand conclude, and 
when he gets through I shall ask to be heard. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I do not know what the Senator means 

Mr. DOLPH. I shall wait until the Senator gets through. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Ido not know what the Senator means as to any 
discourtesy. Does the Senator mean to intimate that I have protracted 
my remarks too long for the Senator’s convenience? If so, 1 will give 
way. 

Mr. DOLPH. No; go on and finish your speech. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. ‘Then I will state, liable and subject to contra- 
diction if I misstate it, that the Northern Pacific Company have sent 
no attorney to argue their case before the Committee on Public Lands 
of this body. Every railroad corporation that thinks it has a right 
which is interfered with or likely to be interfered with by legislation 
generally overwhelms the committee with attorneys. That my friend 
knows, and so does every other member of the committee know. They 
overwhelm them in the committee, and members of the Senate who 
are not on the committee are importuned in the corridors and other 
places. The fact that the Northern Pacific Railroad Company have 
not had sufficient interest to attempt to save three or four million acres 
of land is evidence that they are assenting, acquiescing; and therefore 
when we merely forfeit from Wallula to Portland we are doing what 
they are willing we shall do. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Admitting everything the Senator has 
said, just for the sake of the argument, in order to go further on that 
point, I wish the Senator to answer the question put tohim a few mo- . 
ments ago, what is the objection to going on and declaring forfeited 
this land in reference to whichi there is no controversy, the reservation 
being all the while that the action shall not be construed as affirming 
the remainder of the grant, and then have a bill introduced and go on 
and contest the remainder? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. That is a very proper inquiry. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. And I wish an answer to it. 


E 


_ Mr. EDMUNDS. And they are likely to do that by this proceed- 


ing. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. As is suggested by the Senator from 
if my friend from Nebraska continues to persist in the posi- 
tion he has taken here and the course he is advocating I think the very 
great probability is that they will holdon to what they have; for, what- 
ever may be the motives of the Senator from Nebraska, I undertake to 
say that the effect of his amendment and his position here and of his 
advocacy to-day is to retain in the hands of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
toad Company and under its control some three or four million acres 
of land in reference to which there is no controversy and which the 
Senatorfrom Nebraska himself says the company is willing to surrender. 
VAN WYCK. The Senator then, I will say, by inference, taking 

of his remarks together, concedes that the Northern Pacific 
this time antagonize the proposition to forfeit the grant from 


. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I have conceded no such thing, and 

now for the fourth time that, while I know nothing person- 

subject, my belief is, from my knowledge of the past, that 

et ne the a Wal- 

they any ground at all upon which 

would continue to aabethe claim here and else- 

; but thatthe effect of the course taken 

whatever may be his motives, is to play 

and into the hands of the Northern Pacific Rail- 

the in Oregon and elsewhere. 

the Senator ee iain, scifi 

Says, orthern Pacific 

believed aan tostand they would oppose this leg- 
islation. is all I desire to know in regard to the matter. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of I understand now, and I have always 

a of the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 

Pany in to this grant as a matter of clean, naked law was 
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Mr. VAN WYCK. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Will the Senator answer now ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I will address myself to the suggestion of the 
Senator, which is a very proper one, as to what objection there is to 
forfeiting this land. There is noobjection to forfeiting it from Wallula 
down to Portland. That we insist upon. We claim that it is right; 
but here is a bill forfeiting certain lands of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company, and some of us think that other lands should be for- 
feited as much as the lands from Wallula to Portland. We are con- 
sidering now the question of the forfeiture of the lands of the Northern 
Pacific. This has been an agitation in Congress for a longtime. I 
think the Senator from Vermont said yesterday that it had been before 
his committee some three or four years. The question must be met, 
and let it be met now, as to the forfeiture of the landsof the Northern 
Pacific. Does the Senator from Oregon think it would be proper at 
this session to forfeit the lands from Wallula to Portland ? 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I most certainly do. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then at the next session would come a proposi- 
tion to forfeit to the point 75 miles on the Cascade branch. Does the 
Senator think that would be just the thing? 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I am in favor of doing that at this 
session if it should be done. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. But it should be done, evidently. That is what 
I insist upon, and I trust you doalso. Then the third session we shall 
come and take the position which my friend from Missouri and I agree 
about, that the lands should all be forfeited from the 4th day of July, 
1879. Would that be a good time to find out about this matter? If 
we would not be fishing behind the net it is very strange tome. You 
forfeit from Wallulato Portland now, 200 miles. The nextsession you 
forfeit 75 miles on the Cascade branch, and then the third session you 
come and raise the question of the forfeiture that ought to be made as 
we think from the 4th day of July, 1879. My friend does not think 
that could ever be done. Does he not know that it could never be 
done? What we forfeit at this session of Congress of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad is all that the American people will ever see forfeited, 
and no more. 

We divide upon that question, and so I stated. The House bill is 
correct. I offered that as an amendment, but my friends upon this side 
and some upon the other side, notably the Senator from Missouri [ Mr. 
COCKRELL], insisted that was wrong. He thought there was a great 
deal of zeal without knowledge. I will say to the Senator from Mis- 
souri who spoke to-day that yesterday his colleague thought there was 
a great deal of zoal in asking that the House bill should be offered here 
as an amendment, and he said that it was zeal without knowledge. I 
took the rebuke kindly and acted upon it, as I did the advice of my 
friend from Vermont, forwhom I always entertain the highest respect; 
and, yielding to the suggestions, I said, ‘‘ Very well, as it is the desire, 
I will withdraw the amendment,’’ which I did with the consent of the 
Senate, and I offered another proposition, to which I supposed Senators 
on this side would cheerfully assent; and that is what has been read 
and is now under consideration, that at least we shall forfeit the lands 
that are not earned up to date. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. 
me to interrupt him just there? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. There are evidently three opinions in 
reference to this grant in Congress. One is that we should go on at 
once and declare_a forfeiture of the lands between Wallula and Port- 
land. Another opinion is that we should’ go on at once and forfeit all 
the lands adjacent to that portion of the line of the road that has not 
been completed. Still a third opinion is that we should pass an act 
declaring a forfeiture of all the lands adjacent to that portion of the 
line of road that was not completed in 1879. Those are the three 
opinions held by different members of the two branches of Congress. 
What I wish to know of my friend is this: Suppose there are not a 
majority of either House in favor of the extreme view of forfeiting all 
lands adjacent to that portion of the road which was not completed in 
1879, is that any reason why we should not forfeit all in reference to 
which there is no controversy ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Not atall. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Suppose a majority is not even will- 
ing to go so far as to forfeit the lands across the Cascade Mountains, 
would that be a reason why we should not go on and forfeit those lands 
about which there is no controversy ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Not at all. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Then I fail to see the consistency of 
the course suggested by the Senator that we must go on and determine 
the whole business now, when we can throw some three or four million 
acres of land open to settlers along the line of the road without delay 
and contest the remainder ee ere Set aehnane 
or the next year but at the pe re ise 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I ee ee 
to the Senator from Oregon. He stated the position correctly. 
one of those who believe with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. vest] 
and many others that the forfeiture should date at the expiration of 
the time fixed in the charter for the completion of the road, and that 


I desire to finish the other branch first. 


Will the Senator from Nebraska allow 


the forfeiture should commence on the 4th day of July, 1479. My 
vote will always be to accomplish that end; but it is perfectly evident 
that a majority of the Senate do not agree in that opinion. The oth 
House probably does. Now, what are we todo? I am satistic, ; 

the vote this morning that a majority of the Senate concur in forf.;,. 
ing the land adjoining the uncompleted road. That is the seco.) 
proposition, to forfeit the land adjoining the uncompleted ; 
the third is to forfeit only from Wallula to Portland. 

I agree with the Senators from Missouri and Louisiana that the ja,j 
should be forfeited from the 4th of July, 1879, for I have alw. LVS a 
lieved it; but if we can not sustain that position I want the next joc 
thing in ‘that direction, and that is to forfeit everything adjoining 1) 
uncompleted road. That i is what I next desire, and if we can not « 
that, then we will take all that is left, the land they do not y. : 
keep for them, from Wallula to Portland. I trust the Senator under. 
stands my position on that matter. Is it not consistent ? 

The only time we shall ever deal with the Northern Pacitic [ailroaq 
on the question of forfeiture will be at this Congress, if we do anything 
atall. If we forfeit the land from Wallula to Portland that ends j; 
In the mean time they will go on and finish the 75 miles. They wi)| 
only want a year or two to dothat. Whatthen? You propose by th 
passage of this bill to give time for the Northern Pacific to finish thos, 
75 miles of road and get their hands on that land too. That wil! a 
the result of it. 

I say to my friend from Missouri, while I am with him, that if we 
delay action here on forfeiting the uncompleted portion, that ends it, 
We shall never get the lands on the 75 miles if we delay the matter to 
another Congress. “Three years ago when its was found that the differ- 
ences in the two Houses were irreconcilable, would it not have been bet- 
ter to have forfeited the lands adjoining the uncompleted portion? The 
longer we delay the solution of this question the more land the « 9rd 
ation will get, until finally it will get it all except from Wallula to 
Portland. I trust the Senate understands the position. 

Mr. VEST. If the Senator from Nebraska will pardon me, the only 
criticism I make on his amendment is this: He holds, as I understand, 
like myself, that the forfeiture was perfect on the 4th of July, 1879, as 
to the whole grant. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Ido. 

Mr. VEST. Now, his amendment does away with that assumption 
and that construction of the act of 1864, and says that this forfeiture 
on these branches shall become effective from the time the bil! passes 
That gives up our position as to the construction of the act of 1564, and 
is inconsistent with his support of the House bill. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Except as to the third section proposed as an 
amendment by the Senator from Kentucky, which provides that the 
action on this bill shall not interfere with the consideration of «ues- 
tions of forfeiture hereafter. 

Mr. VEST. Still the Senator’s amendment is not logical or consist- 
ent with his other position. If he holds, as he does unquestionaly, 
with myself, that the eighth section of the act of 1864 worked a forfeit- 
ure of the whole grant on the 4th day of July, 1879, then it is simply 
impossible, if you proceed logically, to say that the forfeiture of the grant 
on the branches, which come under the same original grant, does not 
become perfect until the time when this bill is passed; it may be next 
A or it may not be at all. 

r. VAN WYCK. Let me ask my friend, because we agree in prin- 
ciple on this matter and we desire to get something, suppose it is per- 
fectly evident that this Congress will not pass a forfeiture bill dating 
from the 4th day of July, 1879; suppose we are satisfied of that fact; 
what then? Are we to sit down and wait until another year and then 
come and find the same result? In the mean time the railroad will be 
building right along and acquiring the land from week to week and 
month to month. Are we to protract this matter when we find such is 
inevitably to be the result, and let these gentlemen get the whole of 
the Cascade lands? 

Mr. VEST. In answer to the Senator from Nebraska I will say that 
I want to do exactly what he wants to do. I want to carry out what 
I believe to be the irresistible conclusion, the legal conclusion that ‘lows 
from the eighth section of the act of 1864, and which I understood the 
Senator from Oregon who last spoke to concur i in; butat the same tim 
when that main question comes up I do not want to be confronted wi ch 
a vote which tells me, ‘‘ You abandoned that position and you vote: fo 
the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska, which said that there was 
no forfeiture until August, 1886,’’ if the bill passes then. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. ue friend will excuseme just a moment right 
there, the amendment under consideration if adopted secure two 
— ee from Wallulato Portland is mght; I shall vote 

t. Then the amendment to forfeit the 75 miles on the other 
end of the Cascade branch is right, and I shall vote for that. That gives 
us 80 a eeenenenner mec aneee ame Loni ana 
adopting House proposition “ll vote that. me going 
an advance as farasI can. It would not be in any one’s moutl | 
think when we vote for the House bill to de You offered an amend: 
ment for 75 miles.’’ SolIdid. I vote pane peapestiton to e°' 
I can in this matter. First, I take the to Portland; 
then I take the 75 miles; and then I nati vote for the third proposi- 
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then the Senator from Missouri and myself will feel that the right has 
prevailed as we understand it. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. 
yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I do not wish the Senator from Mis- 
souri to have any misapprehension in regard to my views as to the 
power of Congress under this grant or in reference to the effect of the 
failure to complete the road in the time limited. In what I said a 
moment ago in combating the position as I understand it to be main- 
tained by the company, that there is no power in Congress to declare 
forfeited any ion of this grant, I did not mean to convey the im- 

that I believed for a moment that the mere failure upon the 
part of the company to complete its road within the time was of itself 
a forfeiture or would of itself justify Congress in declaring a forfeiture 
of all those lands adjacent to the line of road not completed within 
the time limited. My own opinion is that the law as stated by the 
Senator from Missouri a little while before 2 o’clock, when this matter 
was directly under discussion, can not be maintained. I understand 
that the position stated by the Senator from Missouri is in direct con- 
flict with what the Supreme Court of the United States has decided 
in more than one case, and notably decided in the case of Knevels vs. 
Van Wyck, and in other cases, to the effect that a declaration of forfeit- 
ure can only take effect upon lands adjacent to the road that is not 
completed at the time of the declaration. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I trust now I have made myself understood that 
there is not the inconsistency in my position in this matter which gen- 
tlemen would seem to think they have found therein. 

This question of the forfeiture of unearned lands ought to find a set- 
tlement at some time in the American Congress. For years each polit- 
ical party has placed itself on platforms declaring in favor of the forfeit- 
ure of unearned lands, and I would say to my friends from Oregon that 
I think the people of the State they represent—that portion of them, at 
least, with whom they are more intimately connected politically—have 
resolved in favor of the principle of this amendment. The people of 
Oregon have asked that this much shall be done, that the unearned 
grant shall be forfeited. The objection the Senators from Oregon both 
make to my proposition is that I am asking to have forfeited the lands 
which have not been earned on the line of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road, and in 1884, two years ago, at the Oregon State convention in 
Portland-—— 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I wish to state that as far as I am con- 
cerned—I speak for myself—I am quite indifferent personally whether 
the lands included in the Senator’s amendment are forfeited or not. 
My principal objection is that I believe the proposition is an embarrass- 
ment oa the passage of the bill, which I think every Senator ought to 
vote for. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. When we are merely annexing an amendment 
which the people of Oregon want, how will that embarrass the passage 
of the bill? Will it embarrass it in the other House? The House in- 
sists that this even is not enough; the House insists that the forfeiture 
should date on the 4th of July, 1879, and you send the bill to the House 
merely forfeiting from Wallula to Portland, and it is an invitation to 
that body to dissent from your bill. Then why not throw in a little 
more and make it more in accord with the sentiment of the House, 
which must unite with us in whatever legislation we have on the sub- 
ject? Every Senator knows that if the bill is sent to the other House 
confined to the land from Wallula to Portland it will never be assented 
to. Then why go through that sort of peformance? Who is to be de- 
ceived by that? Who is to be cajoled by that sort of thing? If we 
know it can not be accomplished in that way, and if we want to make 
some forfeiture, let us make it better, put on all the unearned lands. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. If we may properly refer to the other 
House at all, I hope that House will agree to what we do on the same 


principle. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HAWLEY in the chair). Solittle 
in order has been said since the present occupant of the chair has oc- 
cupied it that he has felt a delicacy in interfering at all. The bill be- 
fore the Senate has not been alluded to in the discussion before the 
Senate the last hour. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. What is the bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the present occupant of the chajr 
received the proper instructions from his predecessor, the bill pending 
me the bill (S. 1812) to provide for taxation of railroad-grant lands, and 


Mr. VAN 
am 


Will the Senator from Nebraska 


CK. The debate has very close connection with it. I 
wy ous consent and in relation to the same sub- 
ject-matter. It has so much application te the other bill that it will 
not be lost, this part of it particularly. 

‘ The State Republican convention, at Portland, in May, 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. There was a later one than that. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes; but I thought I would rather go back to 
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1884. They have done it every year since, but have never got any 
nearer a solution of it. They have been importuning Congress and 
their representatives year by year; so have the national Republican 
conventions; so have the Democratic national conventions. ‘They are 
all asking for it. 

The Republican State convention in Oregon in May, 1884, declared: 

Seventh. That all unearned grants to railroads and wagon-roads in this State 
should be forfeited and opened to settlement by those entitled to the benefit of 
the land laws of the United States. 

There is where I am standing. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. That is just where I amstanding. I 
am voting to forfeit every foot of land in Oregon. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I am reading from the platform of the Oregon 
Republican State convention at Portland in May, 1884. Everything 
seemed harmonious. They say in the seventh resolution, which I will 
read again: 

That all unearned grants to railroadsand wagon-roads in this State should be 


forfeited and opened to settlement by those entitled to the benefit of the land 
laws of the United States. 


If I may be allowed to say so, Iam representing in these few remarks 
and in my amendment that sentiment of the Republican party of Oregon. 
I am representing that branch of it which wants the railroad grants 
forfeited. © The Senator says the year after they passed the same reso- 
lution. They have importuned, are reimportuning, the Senators from 
Oregon to forfeit all unearned land grants. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I call the attention of the Senator to 
the fact that the Republican convention of the State of Oregon have 
not said in the resolution just read that they are in favor of forfeiting 
the lands on the top of the Cascade Mountains in this gap of the North- 
ern Pacific in Washington Territory. 

Mr.VAN WYCK. They have said that they want all unearned lands 
forfeited. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. In the State. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. In the State, of course. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. These lands are not in the State. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I do not believe the notions of public policy of 
the Republicans of Oregon on great questions like this are controlled 
by State lines. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Their notions of public policy are all 
right; but as the Senator from Nebraska quotes a resolution I wish him 
to put the proper construction on that resolution. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iwill. The Republicans of Washington Terri- 
tory have done the same thing, they have resolved just as their brethren 
in Oregon resolved, that all unearned land grants should be forfeited. 
That is not all. When in the fall following they went to the ballot- 
box, the Republican party of the Territory of Washington, as an ex- 
pression of their opinion, elected a Republican Delegate to represent 
them at the other end of the Capitol. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. A Democrat. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes, sir; a Democrat. 

Mr. DOLPH. Because the convention had adopted the resolution, I 
suppose. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. They adopted the resolution, and the people 
were just a trifle afraid that when he got here their Delegate would 
not act in accordance with the resolution. That sometimes happens. 
Even my brother Senators here do not stand on the resolution of the 
Republican party of Oregon. If it is good for Oregon it is good for 
Washington Territory, and the Republicans of that Territory resolved 
the same thing, and then in their natural disgust they saw their Ore- 
gon Republican friends had been beseeching for this for some time 
without the success which they desired, and so they thought they would 
try the other party, and they even selected a Democrat who they knew 
was in sympathy with them upon this question. 

I trust my friend will now concede iny consistency in this matter. 
We want all that we can getand that we think we are entitled to; but 
if we can not get that I do not propose that we shall linger upon this 
matter. I do not propose that we shall send a bill to the other House 
which we know in advance they will not accept, and which will make 
a difference of opinion which will prevent any legislation and allow the 
railroads to accomplish all they want by reason of the non-action of Con- 


I desire that this great question shall be settled, and settled now. I 
do not believe in each party amusing the people by resolutions about 
what they will do, and then take pains not to do it by shaping bills in 
such way that it can not be done. 

One word more by the courtesy of the Senator from Oregon [ Mr. 
Do.LPH] and I will yield the floor. The Senator from Vermont tM 
EDMUNDS], because this bill had not been fixed as he wanted, was being 
amended in opposition to his judgment, said it had been bedeviled, and 
he took occasion to say that the Senator from Nebraska was inconsistent 
in the bill-ewhich he introduced in regard to the Union Pacific Railroad. 
That makes it necessary for me to say a few words by way of explana- 
tion. 

We know a great deal about the Union Pacific Railroad; we have 
heard of it here. For grasping greed of course it has in the past ex- 
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celled anything on earth. That question may arise when the funding 
bill comes up, which I suppose the Senator from Vermont thinks to be 
right. It will be necessary then probably to state more at large the 
violations of law and the infamous robberies perpetrated by that com- 
pany under its previous management, which I have heretofore charac- 
terized as the greatest criminal of the age. 

Mr. DAWES. In what respect? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. In 1873 you voted for a law which your col- 
league draughted, which provided that if any officer of that corpora- 
tion issued any new stock or bonds or impaired the credit of that 
company heshould be consigned to the penitentiary for not more than 
two years and pay a penalty of not over $5,000. Their officers did these 
acts, and there was not power enough in the Government to grapple 
with the criminals and consign them to the punishment which the law 
inflicted. 

In violation of this law they enlarged the indebtedness of the Union 
Pacific. They impoverished the people by extortionate charges, and 
after they had boomed the stock up to 120 they unloaded on the inno- 
cent widows and orphans of Massachusetts. And now weare appealed 
to in sympathy for the widows and orphans of Massachusetts, and we 
shall hear a good deal about that matter when we come to consider the 
funding bill. 

But the company’s control passed into other hands. Theodium was 
so great that the men who had wrecked it desired some one at the head 
who had a reputation for honesty, and they selected Mr. Adams. I 
had believed that from Mr. Adams’s known views and from his expo- 
sition of these men in his Notes on Erie he would conduct, as far as 
in him lay, an honest management of that concern. The people had a 
right to believe in his professions; besides, they knew there was nothing 
leit for any man to steal, The company was a wreck. Nothing re- 
mained but the shell. 

My objection to the funding bill is that you leave a mountain of debt 
upon the road from which it can never be extricated, and while you 
leave that mountain of debt, and propose to continue it nearly a hun- 
dred years, you keep the people of the territory traversed by the road 
in a thraldom and servitude for one hundred years as merciless and 
grinding as Ireland is subjected to now by the dominion of ee 

Mr. PLATT. Mr, President, perhaps in justice to Mr. A I 
ought to put his statement on record here. Mr. Adams testified before 
the Committee on Interstate Commerce, and, upon a suggestion that 


there had not been very much reduction of rates west of Chicago, he 
said: 


I think there has. The reductions in rates on the Union Pacific since I have 
had to do with it have alarmed me, they have been at once so incessant and so 


heavy. 
ou mean rates for through business or for local ens 


Senator PLatr. Do 
Mr. Apams. For all iness. Mr. Kimball can answer But lI 


am under the impression that within the last year and a half all our os have 
undergone a reduction of something like 33 per cent. 
Mr. KIMBALL. From 25 to 33 per cent., taking the average. 


I do not know anything about that; but I think when the Senator 
made the statement that there had been no reductions I ought to put 
Mr. Adams’s statement on record at the same time. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I will say to my friend in that connection that 
there mzy have been some little reduction to competitive points. The 
Senator from Connecticut discovered that west of the Missouri River 
about fourfold rates were charged for telegraph and railroad service as 
east of the Missouri River. 

Mr. PLATT. Has not the Legislature of Nebraska reduced passen- 
ger rates down to 3 cents a mile where formerly they were as much 
as 8? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. A number of years ago they were 8. I remem- 
ber when the thing was started, when my friend from Massachusetts 
[Mr. DAwes] and myself were in the other House, to reduce the pas- 
senger rates on the Union Pacific Railroad, and strange as it may ap- 
pear the proposition carried in the House. They had not the same 
confidence in the Senate which I suppose my friend from Vermont 
would intimate they have to-day, and therefore they did not wait for 
the action of the Senate; they reduced the rates themselves, and they 
kept reducing down until two or three years ago they were 4 cents a 
mile. I will say to my friend from Connecticut that the Legislature 
had been working at them trying to reach their conscience, but they 
could not until the Legislature finally passed a law reducing the fare 
to 3 cents. Then they ran an imaginary line through the State of Ne- 
braska, and west of that line allowed the roads to charge 4 cents a 
mile. 

It is not necessary now to discuss this question. It will be more 
nent hereafter. The people living to-day west of the Missouri 
are subjected to rates fourfold those east of the Missouri River. With 
the mountains of debt that you propose tocontinue for nearly one hun- 
dred years there never can be any hope of relief to the people west of 
the Missouri River. What Mr. Adams has done or can do I do not 
know. I should like to put the hand of the law in this branch 
and on the Legislature of Nebraska and other Legislatures to see that 
the rates are properly reduced. But at all events they were in that 
attitude; they were of they were com 
under the terms of the act money was properly placed in 
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Treasury, 


but it was drawing so small interest that they said to the peopl e © of 
Kansas and Nebraska and of the Territories, ‘‘ If we can use this m, 

in the Treasury, if we can make it as secure in the constructioy 4 
branch railroads, let us do it.’’ 

The people of Nebraska desired it; the people of the Territories qo. 
sired it; and I did draw a bill in which I provided not that the Uni, 
Pacific Railroad should build the branches; oh, no, nothing of t). 
kind; I proposed that the Secretary of the Treasury and the Secret; ary 
of the Interior and the president of the railroad should form a }o.; 
they should construct the roads, and that they should construct then 
upon the basis of cash, not a dollar of stock nor a dollar of bonds to bo 
issued except upon the basis of the cash cost of the road. And then I 
provided certain other things in that bill, and that the rate of charycs 
on the Union Pacific system in the State of Nebraska should not exceed 
the rates east of the Missouri River. I should very much like to seo 
the Government build roads on that basis. 

Mr. PLUMB. Why not allow some other company to build a rail- 
road? Why limit the investment of the Government money to some- 
thing which is in favor of the Union Pacific Railroad Company? Why 
not extend it to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé, and to the Bur- 
lington and Missouri River, and so on? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Ifthe Burlington and Missouri River Compan 
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé Company have any of their movey in 
the Treasury of the United States, put there for the purpose of | pay ng 
a debt due the United States in the future and it is only drawing 2 per 
cent. interest, and we may use it to build a branch railroad which wil! 
be honestly administered, certainly let it be done. 

Mr. PLUMB. Does the money in the Treasury belong to the Union 
Pacific ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. It is there to pay the debt of the Union Pacitic. 

Mr. PLUMB. What debt? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Its debt to the United States. 

Mr. PLUMB. Then it is money of the Government. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Money of the Government for the sinking fund, 
kept there to respond to the debt to the United States when it becomes 
due. The money is not placed there to be appropriated at once upon 
the debt due by the railroad company, but it is placed there to take up 
the debt when it becomes due as far as it will go. If that money can 
be invested honestly to benefit the people of Kansas and Nebraska and 
Colorado and the Territories and produce a larger return in revenue 
than is derived from the interest on the bonds, then certainly there 
should be no objection from any source to using it as I have proposed. 

Mr. PLUMB. All I wanted, inasmuch as the Senator was giving a 
direction to this discussion, was that he should state why it is that iv 
is not willing to take money out of the Treasury to construct other rail- 
roads as well as railroads that benefit the Union Pacific. There are 
other railroads in the State of Nebraska, and the Union Pacific only 
forms a small part of the system in Kansas. I want to see if we can 
not get all the people in the condition of being benefited out of the pu))- 
lic Treasury. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I stated to the Senator from Kansas the reason 
of that.- The Union Pacific Railroad is a debtor to the Government jor 
a large amount. 

Mr. PLUMB. Why allow the Union Pacific to build railroads out 
of Government money and not allow other people who pay their taxes 
to do it as well? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. For thereason that under legislation of Congress 
ou have placed a condition from which it never can be extricated. 
ou now to extend this mountain of debt one hundred years. 

Mr. PL Does the Senator — — 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I do not, by 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You ough te hevedham eon spend oll the money they 
have now. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No, not all of it. Your system will probably 
be to wind them up in the end, but this money is placed in the Treas- 
ury, properly placed there, to respond to the debt when it becowes 
due; the money is paid by this company for this purpose. Now you 
want tosave this road; thatis, you talk, the Judiciary Committee have 
talked, that they want to save the Government debt; they say they 
mann se dere an see Site een That is their plea. There- 
fore it is that they the debt seventy-five or one hun- 
dred years, from w os can be no escape. That they say is good 

licy; that is statesmanship, they say, to save the Government debt. 

ell ?_~. ta and very properly, that a certain per cent. shou! 
be the Treasury as a sinking fund to pay the debt when 't 
oie It will not be paid to the Government until the debt 
becomes due. It lies there to the credit of the Union Pacific Railroad 
a Soar. It draws 2 or 3 per cent. 

Now, if the Government can be made as secure by the construction 
of branch roads which are.mot to be built as the Union Pacific Rail- 
road, ee of the Treasury, the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, and the president of the road, why not? The proposition is that 
they shall construct them upon certain principles based on honest con- 
struction. We have been the 


system 
that | which is the one cause of our financial troubles to-day, and that bill pro- 


poses as a basis that no stock or bonds shall be issued except upon the 
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actual cost of building. Now you seek, you say, to save the Union 
Pacific from bankruptcy. They are circumvented on the north and 
on the south by rival lines, and their territory is invaded and cut off, 
and unless they have the power to protect themselves by the construc- 
tion of branches then other railroads must of necessity despoil them by 
taking away business from the territory which is naturally tributary 
to them,'and what then? That is the attitude, and the people of all 
that section of country desire it, and in accordance with their wishes I 
introduced the bill to protect the Government and protect the people 
by providing that hereafter on the Union Pacific system they should 

no more than the roads between the Missouri River and Chicago. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How does it protect the Government—if I may 
interrupt the Senator—that we take out of the Treasury (for that is 
what it comes to) a couple of millions of dollars to build railroads for 
the Union Pacific Rai Company? We guaranteed bonds which 
are precedent to all the liens of the United States. How does my friend 
call that a protection of interests of the United States? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. What precedence- have they of the lien of the 
United States? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The bonds have been issued and are guaranteed. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No;I beg the Senator’s pardon. These bonds 
are no lien except on the branches they build. That is all. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But for those branches as far as the money goes 
it is taken from the Treasury, for that is what itis. These bonds are 
then lapped on as a mortgage, which overwhelms that much and gives 
to a mortgage bondholder the right to take those lines as against the 
United States who put in the bottom money. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I beg myfriend’s pardon. It is not proposed to 
first build the branch roads with the money in the Treasury and then 
put stock and bonds on them, as they have been in the habit of doing, 
to an equal amount. Oh, no; my friend misunderstands entirely. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. As little as I know, I think I can read. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I trust my friend will. I trust he will not only 
read, but see exactly that it is not proposed to build these roads by the 
Government money and then put stock and bondson them. Oh, no. 

Mr. DOLPI{. Will the Senator from Nebraska yield a moment, as 
he is speaking in my time? 

Mr. VAN WYCK.. Certainly. 

Mr. DOLPH. I suppose the Union Pacific Company desires the legis- 
lation proposed by the bill of which he is speaking? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. They do. 

Mr. DOLPH. In so far the Senator from Nebraska represents the 
wishes of the Union Pacific Company? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Ido. 

Mr. DOLPH. I think that would be the certain inference. 

Mr.VAN WYCK. Oh, yes; I answer, without any circumlocution, 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company do desire it, the people of Nebraska 
desire it, the people of Wyoming desire it, and a portion of the people 
of Kansas desire it. I am sure now the Senator is answered. It hap- 
pens at this time that the Union Pacific Railroad Company, driven to 
the wall as they are, have taken the people a little into their confidence. 
They are for the first time counseling and advising with the people of 
Nebraska as to whether they can not—— 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. They seem to have taken the Senators 
from that State into their confidence. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes, the Senators of that State listen very heart- 
ily to the wishes of their constituents, the people, and if the railroad 
company happens to be in accord with the people they do not resist on 
that account. Men who have believed with me have been charged with 


antagonizing railroads. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have not heard of that. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Thenmyfrienddoesnotread. I think the propo- 
sition is very plain. My friend misunderstands it entirely. If these 
branch roads are to be built with the money in the Treasury, there will 
be no stock and bonds. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to havein Vermont several railroads 
built out of the Treasury at not to exceed the cash cost. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I think thecitizens of Vermont have been build- 

too many railroads in Western States. 
. EDMUNDS. You want still more. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes; Ido. But I would like to get them where 
the hand of Vermont is not on them. I would like to get them where 
the capitalists of the East-will not seek to wring out from the hardy 
laborers of the West the last dollar besides actual subsistence, as En- 
gland does on theryotsin India. Ifthe General Government would build 
4 few roads and not have them stocked and bonded for three times the 
cost, and then have New England and New York demand that the peo- 

who are required to transport over them should pay interest and 
on three times the money actually invested, it would be well. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And yet my distinguished friend, so eager for the 





of Vermont—Vermont has not any money in any of these roads, 
for we are a and have no money at all—to take the money 
of (for there is money there that has been earned by 
in form of accumulated labor) to build roads in 
Nebraska, will not let the people in Washington Territory have a road 
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built to Puget Sound to connect them with New York city at an ex- 
pense of a little public land of the United States. If he can only get 
the money of New England to build his road, that is very well; but to 
take the mountain land on the Cascade range is quite another thing. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. My friend is mistaken there again. It is New 
England, and I think Vermont especially, that is very heavily em- 
barked in the Northern Pacific Railroad. I think a Vermont man was 
president of the company. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. A man born in Vermont, as many other good peo- 
ple have been. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The president of the Northern Pacifie Railroad 
was from Vermont, and of course, being a man of large capital, obtained 
from great labor, as the Senator says, Vermont gatliered around him 
other Vermont capitalists. There is a large Vermont interest in the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, and ‘‘ that is what is the matter.”’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How does that touch the Cascade question ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iwill tell you. We gave this munificent dona- 
tion of Jand to the Northern Pacific, and Vermont capital was furnished 
to build the road at a certain time. They did not puta dollar in until 
they could borrow it. They sold their bonds, and then instead of 
building railroads they came to Congress and asked an additional law 
three or four years after their act of incorporation, and they had not 
thrown a shovelful of dirt; the Vermont capitalists came and asked 
Congress to allow them to mortgage the road. They got what they 
asked, as railroads did at that time. In a year or two they came back 
and said they could not borrow any money on that, that they wanted 
the law changed, and the law then passed was that they might mort- 
gage not only their road but all their property, even their franchise. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not wish to interrupt the beauty of my 
friend’s discourse, but if it does not disturb him I should like to ask 
whether he is informed that what he has just said is true, that any 
Vermont man ever had the slightest interest in the Northern Pacitic 
Railroad Company until Pennsylvania and a good many other people, 
having been presidents and directors, had failed to build it? It was five 
or six or eight or ten years, so faras I know, withoutany Vermont man 
ever being interested in it at all, and then the Vermont man is a New 
Yorker, who went from Vermont to California, a most eminent and hon- 
orable man, who has devoted his energies to building a highway for the 
benefit of all the people of the United States from Minnesota to Puget 
Sound, and which the Senator from Nebraska is now trying to prevent 
his accomplishing by undertaking to cut off in the heart of these 
mountains, when everything else is done, a proposed right to some 
mountain land. That is what the truth is. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Just when the friend of the Senator from Ver- 
mont took control of this road I do not know. I knew there was a 
Vermont man in the presidency of the road for some time. 

Mr: EDMUNDS. I think there is now. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I understood him to say before that Vermont 
men did not own railroads. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But he got his money in California and New 
York. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. What I was stating was that in 1864 they had 
the charter with all this immense donation of land for a road to be con- 
structed in acertain time. In 1869 the company came to Congress and 
asked that it might be allowed to place a mortgage on iis railroad and 
its telegraph lines. Up to 1869 I think there had not been any work 
done upon the road—five years. Then in 1870 they came and asked 
to put a mortgage on all property and rights ef property of all kinds 
and descriptions, real, personal, and mixed, including its franchise as 
a corporation. That was in 1870. The company was organized in 
1864. In 1870 they had done nothing. They got all the authority 
they wanted from Congress and then they proceeded. They were able 
when they got that power to borrow some money by mortgage and then 
they borrowed the money. Then they passed the time for the comple- 
tion of the road. They passed years and years beyond. 

This land was given to the Northern Pacific on the ground that their 
road would benefit the remaining land and that the benefit to the Gov- 
ernment from this donation would be the enhancement of its other 
property by building the road; but they delayed building the road for 
reasons best known to themselves, so that it was not completed until 
the land had become valuable. I think there would be no injustice 
even now in saying to this railroad company, ‘‘ Half the grant at the 
completion of your road is worth more than the whole would have been 
had you completed the road within the lifetime of the grant.”’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How much would it have been worth if the road 
had not been built at all? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If the Northern Pacific Company had not hedged 
themselves and surrounded themselves by this immense grant, if we 
had held it back seven or eight years later, this Government would not 
have been required to give a donation equal in amount to the one we 


did give. We gave it because the country was a wilderness, 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It would not be required to give any atall, prob- 
ably. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. The American citizen went in advance of the 


Mr. EDMUNDS. And would not that betruein the greatand grow- 
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ing State of Nebraska, which through her Senator is now asking Con- 
gress to help build railroads there? Would not that be equally true 
there ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I will come to that in a moment. 

Mr. PLUMB. I should like to call attention to what is the very de- 
liberate expression of the Senator’s opinion about how railroads should 
be built as embraced in Senate bill 2395, introduced by him on the 10th 
of May, 1886; and for the purpose of giving an additional text for him 
to speak from I will read this bill to the Senate, that we may have the 
benefit of his mature judgment: 


Mr. Van Wycx introduced the following bill; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary : 


A bill to authorize and empower the Union Pacific Railroad to construct branch 
roads. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the Union Pacific Railway Com y is 
hereby authorized and empowered, for the purpose of constructing branch lines, 
feeders, and extensions to enable it to secure and hold the traffic and business 
naturally tributary thereto— 


Nothing is said here about the benefit to the people to be derived 
from it !— 


to organize or cause to be organized railway companies under the laws of the 
several States and Territories into and through which it may desire to buildand 
operate such branch lines and to extend such feeders and extensions, and to aid 
such companies so organized, and companies heretofore organized for that pur- 
pose, and their successors, by subscription to the capital stock, and to gurantee 
the first-mortgage bonds of said companies— 


At this point comes in what the Senator has said about watered stock 
and overissue of bonds. I desire to have the Senate observe just what 
he thinks is a protection against evils of that kind: 


. Provided, however, That suclt subscription and guarantee of first-morigage 
onds— 


That is to say, what the Union Pacific shall issue of their mortgage 
bonds— 


shall in no case or under any circumstances exceed the actual cash cost of the 
roads of said companies— 


But it will be observed they may sell all the balance of the stock and 
all the balance of the bonds to anybody else— 


And provided further— 


And there is no limit as to the rate of interest the bonds shall bear. 
They may bear 12, 15, 20, or 50 per cent. if they choose; but the point 
is that there is no limitation on the amount of bonds, and no limitation 
on the amount which the Union Pacific may guarantee. 

And provided further, That this act shall not authorize the guarantee of any 
first-mortgage bonds issued prior to the approval thereof. And said Union Pa- 
cifie Railway Company is hereby authorized and empowered to pute and 
control the ronds of said companies so aided or built as aforesaid, and their suc- 
cessors, either by purchase or lease thereof; but in no case and under no cir- 
cumstances shall such roads be purchased or leased by said Union Pacific Rail- 
way Company except upon the Basis of the actual cost thereof, 


That isa very fine expression, ‘‘basis,’? but whatever that may mean 
thereis no limitation astotheamounttobe paid. You may call ‘‘ basis’’ 
$10,000, $12,000, $15,000 a mile; you may make it 50 per cent. of the 
stock and bonds guaranteed. 


And provided further, That such aid by guarantee and subscription shall not be 
furnished and such lease or purchase shall not be valid until thesame shall have 
been ratified by two-thirds of the stockholders of the said railway companies. 


There is some other milk in this very fruitful cocoanut. Section 2 
is as follows: 


Sec, 2. That Congress reserves to itself the right to alter, amend, or repeal this 
act when the public interest shall require it; butsuch repeal shall not affect the 
validity of any action taken under the power of this act prior to such repeal. 

In other words, those companies may be stocked and bonded to just 
as much as the cupidity of the Union Pacific Railroad may induce them 
to go; and when they have done that, what is the power of Congress 
to repeal worth? You can shut thedoor after ev: ing is stolen, but 
you can not touch or in any wise impinge upon a single proceeding 
that has taken place prior to that time. Ido not speak of this to com- 
plain of it, but I want to have my friend from Nebraska, while he is 
roaming all over this great field of railroad stock—watering and exces- 
sive mortgaging, and so on—take into consideration this little measure 
that he has offered to the Senate, and while he is sc. fying everybody 
else and denouncing railroads and railroad people and the things they 
have done to take up a few of the things that have beemgoing on since 
he came into public life and give the Senate the benefit of his opinion 
about them. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iam obliged to my friend for calling attention 
to this bill. Iam very happy for it, because I want attention to the 
matter and I trust the Judiciary Committee willsee toit. Itook especial 
pains to refer the bill to the Judiciary Committee. I knew the distin- 
guished Senator from Vermont was chairman, and I wanted it referred 
to that committee so as to be sure when it came out that it would come 
out all right. 

Mr. PLUMB. ‘The Senator was not concerned about how it went in. 


Mr VAN WYCK. No matter so it comes out t. Could I 
a greater compliment to the ability and integrity my distinguished 
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friend from Vermont? I desired the severe action of his ability on this 
matter, and so I put the bill in his charge, which would be a guaranteg 
to the people that it would be in all things correct. 

Referring to as ion from the Senator from Vermont, 

Mr. VAN WYCEK said: I think there is a ponderosity enough in the 
Senator mentally and physically to check the momentum. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not at all. 

For years upon years there has been a black belt in Oregon and Wag). 
ington Territory, 120 miles wide, from which the settlers had no protec. 
tion until the people of Oregon, our Republican brethren in Oregon, 
the resolution from whose platform I read, and our Republican brethren 
in Washington have been stretching forth their hands to us and be. 
seeching us that we would forfeit these unearned lands. We have not 
done it, but we are trying to do it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Trying not to do it, I think. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senate will excuse me from going into the 
argument, because it is just what we are trying to do. 

Now as to the Union Pacific, my friend referred to it as a bill to take 
money out of the Treasury. He says the bill is to allow them to take 
the money from the sinking fand. The Government is to construct 
these branch roads; the Government owns them and holds them, giving 
only to the Union Pacific Company the right to the use of them, an 
from that right of use to raise a revenue to help extinguish their debt. 

We have been told here, and it will be told to you when the funding 
bill is under discussion by the Senator from Vermont probably and 
by the Judiciary Committee, that we must adopt the funding bill. 
Why? Because the Government does not own the branches already 
built, and it will be in the power of the company to strip the stem of 
the Union Pacific of the t branches now completed, and therefore 
we ought to do this in order that the Government may have some claim 
on the branches. By my bill the branches to be built will be under the 
control of tho Government. 

The Union Pacific Company and the people found that they would be 
benefited by the construction of additional branch roads; but latterly, 
when appealed to, the company said: ‘‘ No; our credit can not be used 
under the act of 1873; our money is tied up in the Treasury.”’ But 
the people of Nebraska thought it best, and I introduced a bill such as 
the Senator from Kansas has read, and I had it referred to a committee; 
and that bill authorizes not the taking of money out of the Treasury, 
but that they may be allowed to use their credit. The act of 1473, to 
which I have before referred, said that the railroad company should 
not use its credit in any way except by permission of Congress. They 
merely come in under the act of 1873 and ask Congress to allow them to 
use their credit. The bill was introduced with the view of allowing the 
corporation to use its credit and, as any other railroad corporation can, 
to borrow money; but the bill expressly protects the Government and pro- 
tects the people by providing that under no circumstances shall the 
road be stocked or bonded or leased or purchased except on tho basis 
of the actual cash cost of the road. ‘ 

Mr. PLUMB. Read the bill. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator from Kansas has read it more elo- 
quently than I could have done, and I am content with his reading. 
It shall not be leased or purchased except upon the basis of the actual 
cash cost of the road. Tt will be worth something to get a Congres- 
sional declaration that hereafter railroads shall be built upon that basis. 

I have now answered all that need be said. I have explained my 
position, and I certainly have seen no excuse for the attack except that 
the Senator from Vermont thought it was glaringly inconsistent that 
a Senator should insist on the forfeiture of all that was due and that 
at the same time he should be willing to aid a great section of country, 
not, however, by loaning money or donating lands. 

Mr. GEORG To whom would the branches belong? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If the branches are built with money in the 
Treasury they would belong to the Government. If built by the 
credit of the company they would belong to the company. 

I now ask pardon of the Senator from Oregon for occupying so mucli 
of his time. 

Mt. DOLPH. Mr. President—— 

Mr. CAMERON. I ask the Senator from Oregon to give way for a 
motion that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness. 
_Mr. DOLPH. I yield for that purpose, retaining the right to the 
floor. 
Mr. CAMERON. I move that the Senate-proceed to the consider» 
tion of executive business. 
Mr. DOLPH. ‘I will not yield to another suggestion from the Seu- 
ator from Nebraska for fear he might make a speech. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MANDERSON in the chair). The 
question is on the motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania, that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. : 
The motion was ape es Se the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive 
After fifty-two minutes spent in executive session the doors were rv- 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 
A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 0. L: 








1886. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-—-SEN ATE. 


5029 





PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had, on 
the 27th instant, approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 1394) to to provide for the ascertainment of the market value 
of certain property in the city of Chicago, and to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to sell and conVey said property; 

An act (S. 823) granting a pension to Capt. Elihu J ones; 

An act (8. 685) granting a pension to Mary Marsh; 

An act (S. 983) granting a pension to Michael Daly; 

An act (S. 1420) granting a pension to William Powell; 

An act ts. 1431) granting a pension to Jane Carr; 

An act (S. 1509) granting a pension to William H. Moore; and 

An act (S. 1539) granting a pension to Eveline Hunt. 


J. D. HAWORTH—VETO MESSAGE. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 


m from the President of the United States; which was read, and, 
with accompanying bill, ordered to lie on the table and be printed: 
To the Senate : 


I hereby return without approval Senate bill 1253, entitled ‘‘ An act granting 
a to J. D. Haworth.” 

tis p by this bill to grant a pension to the claimant for the alleged 
ves ote the 


t in one eye and pairment of the vision of the other. 
Seteensation ished me, I am convinced that the difficulty alleged 
by this this applicant had had its o: 
that his present condition of 


in in causes existing prior to his enlistment, and 
bility is not the result of his service in the Army. 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXEcUTIVE MANSION, May 28, 1886, 
MRS. ANNIE C. OWEN—VETO MESSAGE. 

The PRESIDENT pro papers laid before the Senate the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States; which was read, and, 
with the accompanying bill, ordered to lie on the table and be printed: 
To the Senate: 


Thereby return without ap) eens. Senate bill No. 1850, entitled “An act granting 
a m to Mrs. Annie C. 


husband of the claimant was mustered into the service as second lieu- 
oe: oe 14, 1861, and October 16,1862. It appears that he 


— from neuralgia of the a. 2 1883, the present claimant filed her 
for pension ee Gm usband received two shell wounds, 

pay pe left leg ne in tis left side on the ist day of July, 1802, 
and claiming that were in some way connected wii the cause of his death. 

On the records of command there is no mention “toa of either wound; 
but it does a; that on the 8th day of July, seven days after the date of the 

w he was granted a leave of nee for thirty days on account, 

as in a medical of “ remittent fever and diarrhea.”” A medical 
certificate, dated A 5, 1862, hile absent on leave, represents him to be at 
that time suffering “ chronic bronchitis and acute d ntery.”’ 
_ lication made for pension by the widow was rejected by the Pension 

ureau 

There is nothing me sho that the husband of the claimant ever 
filed an = ‘ion, he lived nearly fourteen years after his 
discharge ; and w’s claim was not made until twenty-one years after 
the alleged ramen and seven years after the husband's 

If the concerning this soldier's service is correct this 


SES Se RS meet Sp pated toes 6 mee: It is hardly possible that 
wounds such as are alleged should be received in Rekstpamenen lieutenant 
and no record made of them; that he should seven days thereafter receive a 
leave sespeanes Se eee sickness with no mention of these wound#, and that 


e. 


m and that the claim of his widow was long 

And if the wounds were received as de- 
scribed hero is certainly no neceseary connection between them and death 
fourteen years afterward from neuralgia of the heart. 


GROVER CLEVELAND. 
Executive Mansion, May 21, 1886. 


REFERENCE OF VETO MESSAGES. 
On motion of Mr. BLAIR, it was 


Be 


Cae Tae Ge y veto messages of the President of the United States, received 
a ~ the tat instant on the following bills, be taken from the table 


and referred 
A 2186) oO pe a pension to toni Poe: 
A é to Edward A 
A 


granting a 
eranting's pension o Dudley B Beunel: and 
pension to James C, Chandler. 


ADJOURNMENT TO TUESDAY. 

Mr. MILLER. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it ad- 
journ to meet on Tuesday, June 1. 

Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). 
— from W West irginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. 
v 

The call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 31, nays 16; as follows: 


Pe 


I am paired with the Sen- 
If he were here, I should 


YEAS—31. 
— fe eee 
’ ’ . ta! , 
Butler, Gibson, Menainons. Vanes, 
Call, Gray Miller, 
Cameron, Pugh, Voorhees, 
Eustis, * a Riddleberge Whi = 
r, tthorne, 
Evarts, Jonesof Arkansas, Sabin, 
Aine, NAYS—16. 
Dawes, Mitchell of Oreg., Sherman, 
Blair, Edmunds, Morrill, —_ Teller. ‘ 
Bowen, Hale, yne, an ck, 
Conger, Maxey, Sawyer, Wilson of Iowa. 


ABSENT—29 
Aldrich, Dolph, Jones of Nevada, Platt, 
Beck, Frye, Mahone, Plumb, 
Brown, Gorman, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Camden, Hampton, McPherson, ee, 
Chace, Harrison, Mitchell of Pa., Wilson of Md, 
Coke, Hearst, Morgan, 
Colquitt, Hoar, Palmer, 
Cullom, Jones of Florida, Pike, 


So the motion was agreed to. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 174) authorizing the printing of 25,000 
copies of the report of the National Board of Health for the year 1885 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and (at 4 o’clock and 42 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned until Tuesday, June 1, at 12 o’clock m. 





NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate the 28th day of May, 1886. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Second Regiment of Cavalry. 

Second Lieut. Lloyd M. Brett, to be first lieutenant, May 4, 1886, 
vice Huntington, deceased. 

Fourth Regiment of Cavalry. 

First Lieut. Stanton A. Mason, to be captain, April 24, 1886, vice 
Sweeney, retired from active service. 

Second Lieut. James B. Erwin, to be first lieutenant, April 24, 1886, 
vice Mason, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Hugh J. McGrath, to be first lientenant, May 26, 1886, 
vice Bellas, retired from active service. 

Sixth Regiment of Cavalry. 

First Lieut. William Stanton, to be captain, May 21, 1886, vce Mad- 
den, promoted to the Seventh Cavalry. 

Second Lieut. Elon F. Willcox, to be first lieutenant, May 21, 1886, 
vice Stanton, promoted. 

Seventh Regiment of Cavalry. 

Capt. Daniel Madden, of the Sixth Cavalry, to be major, May 21, 

1886, vice Merrill, retired from active service. 
Twelfth Regiment of Infantry. 

First Lieut. George S. Wilson, to be captain, February 12, 1886, vice 
Stacey, decease. 

Second Lieut. Wallis O. Clark, to be first lieutenant, February 12, 
1886, vice Wilson, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Francis J. A. Darr, to be first lieutenant, May 26, 1886, 
vice Kingsbury, retired from active service. 

APPRAISER OF MERCHANDISE. 

William H. Cleveland, of Michigan, fo be appraiser of merchandise 
in the district of Detroit, in the State of Michigan, in place of F. A. 
Blades, to be removed. 

COMMISSIONER FOR ALASKA. 


Adolph Lippman, of Sitka, Alaska, to be a commissioner in and for 
the district of Alaska, to reside at Juneau City, vice Henry States, to 
be removed. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 21, 1886. 
ATTORNEYS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

John E. Carland, of Dakota, to be attorney of the United States for 
the Territory of Dakota. 

George E. Bird, of Maine, to be attorney of the United States forthe 
district of Maine. 

RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 

J. Massie Martin, of Opelousas, La., to be receiver of public moneys 

at New Orleans, La. 
POSTMASTERS. 

John B. Frasher, to be pestmaster at Telluride, San Miguel County, 
Colorado. 

William O. Garvin, to be postmaster at Trenton, Grundy County, 
Missouri. 

Frank T. Lynch, to be postmaster at Leavenworth, in the county of 
Leavenworth and State of Kansas. 

Charles H. Brown, to be postmaster at Sterling, 
sas. 

Egbert R. Watson, to be postmaster at Kearney, Buffalo County, Ne- 
braska, 

John C. Pennewil!, to be postmaster at Dover, Kent County, Dela- 
ware, vice Andrew Smithers, whose commission expires May 16, 1886, 

Frank L. Thayer, to be postmaster at Waterville, Kennebec County, 
Maine. 


Rice County, Kan- 
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Timothy Shaw, jr., 
Maine 

Nathaniel A. Swett, to be postmaster at Saccarappa, in the county 
of Cumberland and State of Maine. 


William H. Torry, to be postmaster at Foxborough, Norfolk County, 
Massachusetts. 


to be postmaster at Biddeford, York County, 


Charles N. Perley, to be postmaster at Danvers, Mass. 

Hiram Foote, to be postmaster at Amesbury, Mass. 

Lemuel L. Keith, to be postmaster at Bridgewater, Plymouth County, 
Massachusetts. 

Theodore H. Fenn, to be postmaster at Lee, Berkshire County, Mas- 
sachusetts. 


William Buttrick, to be postmaster at Concord, Middlesex County, 
Massachusetts. 

George W. Wales, to be postmaster at Randolph, Norfolk County, 
Massachusetts. 

Jeremiah C. Byrnes, to be postmaster at Ware, Hampshire County, 
Maseachusetts. 

James J. Oakes, to be postmaster at Southbridge, in the county of 
Worcester and State of Massachusetts. 

Sushnell Danforth, to be postmaster at Williamstown, in the county 
of Berkshire and State of Massachusetts. 

». W. Howe, to be postmaster at Rochester, in the county of Straf- 

ford and State of New Hampshire. 

John J. Dudley, to be postmaster at Newport, in the county of Sul- 
livan and State of New Hampshire. 

Albert N. Flynn, to be postmaster at Nashua, in the county of Hills- 
borough and State of New Hampshire. 

George W. Crockett, to be postmaster at Concord, in the county of 
Merrimack and State of New Hampshire. 

W. Scott Gillespie, to be postmaster at Kingston, Ulster County, New 
York. 

James F. Elder, to be postmaster at Richmond, Wayne County, In- 
diana, 

Herbert Williams, to be postmaster at North Bend, Dodge County, 
Nebraska. 

The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report 
from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads; which was ordered 
by the Senate to be printed in the Recorp: 


On the 22d of March, 1886, the President nominated to the Senate Herbert 
Williams to be postmaster at at North Bend, Nebr., vice Chauncy W. Hyatt, whose 
removal is proposed. 

The official files containing the papers and documents in the case submitted 
to the committee by the Postmaster-General disclose the fact that Mr. Hyatt's 
removal was urged on the ground of “ offensive ae ” and the action 
taken seems to rest wholly on the and features of the case. 

It appears from the papers and documents in the case that Mr. Hyatt is the 
editor and proprietor of a newspaper North Bend. 
of his newspaper were filed in 
itorial articles tending to illustrate the off 
whose removal from office was requested, and iseee were indicated 
by pen and pencil lines drawn aroundthem. In the issue of onan newspaper of 
June 17, 1885, the committee found an article indicated as stated, and here copy 
it at length, namely: 

‘** Democrats are not offensive ce as the following incident 


A little bo d in yard 
and with aa exclamation of 


cine, an’ a ll die.’ Tee 


ing | it up, begins to eat it. * mee the ou, too?’ 
’ said the , munching fruit me ours after lit- 

‘ie onal. don't have cholry. od 
It is not difficult to Berg chOley Tr mecieeustiche “ Offensive partisan- 


ship ’’ does not apply to Democrats. ‘‘It’sonly after” Republicans. Democrats 
do not have it. It is evident that Mr. Hyatt can not be a very bad man or an 
ineflicient officer when resort is had to such a course to effect hisremoval. T 
fact that he has such a keen of the true character of the o 
raded reform doctrines of the present times doubtless had no inconsiderable 
fluence in induci 

It appears that & person character 
discharge the duties of the stioe to which he is nominated. committee, 
therefore, recommend that he be confirmed. 


Samuel B. Evans, to be postmaster at Ottumwa, in the county of 
Wapello and State of Iowa. 

The above confirmation was accom by the following report 
from the Committee on Post-Offices Pas ieier which was ordered 
by the Senate to be printed in the Recorp: 


Samuel B. Evans was nominated December 16, ee at Ot- 
tumwa, jown, vice Augustus H. Hamilton, who wass during the recess 


The ties requested the 
papers on file in hip iapastanané selating 


with, and on examination of the said shows that the suspension of Mr. 
Hamilton was asked for on the grounds of “ offensive partisanship.” |Noother 
charges appear in the oon denn i tn any 


files nen 

sppenr den oxiaiien tecboun chapainetines 

dagnes te Rgeiouty at aren 

“The nominee appears from the files in the case to be a man competent to dis- 
committee therefore the nation 


charge the duties of the office. The 
of Samuel B. Evans to the Senate with a recommendation it be confirmed. 


Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate, May 28, 1886. 
CONSUL-GENERAL. 


Clarence Ridgley Greathouse, of California, to be consul-general of 
the United States at Kanagawa. 
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War, with accompanying papers, 

appropriation bill of the appropriation for the Signal Service for the 
next fiscal year; which was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 


Day. 
move that when the House adjourns to-morrow it stand adjourned until 


an adverse 


tension of letters-patent for an improvement in insnlating submarine 
Shen! which was referred to the Private Calendar, and the accompa- 


sion to Isabella Jessup; 





May 28, 


UNITED STATES MARSHAL. 
David C. Fulton, of Wisconsin, to be marshal of the United States f; 


the western district of Wisconsin. 


SURVEYOR QF CUSTOMS. 
Richard D. Lancaster, of Missouri, to be surveyor of customs fir ; 


the 


port of Saint Louis, in the State of Missouri. 


REGISTER OF LAND OFFICE. 


Hughes East, of Indiana, to be register of the land office at Yankton, 
Dak. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 28, 1886. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. w 


H. Miisurn, D. D. 


The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved. 
APPROPRIATION FOR SIGNAL SERVICE. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of 
relative to the omission from the Army 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. BuRLEIGH, for one week, on account of important business 
To Mr. DINGLEY, until Tuesday next, on account of illness. 

To Mr. Grosvenor, indefinitely, on account of important business. 
To Mr.. McRAE, for three days, on account of important business 
To Mr. Duny, for two days, on account of sickness in his fami!) 


DECORATION DAY. 


Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, next Monday will be Decoration 
In accordance with custom and the proprieties of the occasion | 


agreed to. 
The SPEAKER proceeded, as the regular order, to call the commit- 


tees for reports of a private nature. 


ADVERSE REPORT. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Patents, reported back with 
recommendation the bill (H. R. 4402) to provide for the ex- 


ordered to be printed. 


2: LEHLBACH, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to file tho 


views of the minority of the committee within ten days. 


WALLIS PATTEE. 
Mr, CONGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reporte: 


back with favorabie recommendation the bill(S. 2026) granting a pensicn 
to Wallis Pattee; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


JANE R. M’QUAIDE. 


Mr. CONGER, {rom the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also report «! 


back with favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1852) granting a peu- 
sion to Jane R. McQuaide; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private 


port, ordered to be printed. 


Calendar, and, with the accompanying rc- 


ISABELLA JESSUP. 


Mr. CONGER, from the Committeeon Invalid Pensions, also report 
back with favorable recommendation the bill (5. 1853) granting . 
which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the rivate Calendar, and, with the accompanyiny 
report, ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. WEAVER. . 


Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1421) grant- 
ing a pension to William H. Weaver; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House cn the Private Calendar, and, with tho 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back adversely bills of the following ee ae which rath laid on the ta- 
ble, and the accom reports ordered 

A bill (H. R. Tt aret) pain & pension to S wramies Thusston; and 

A bill (H. R. Ply fr the solict of Capt. H. Alfrey. 


EMMA J. HALLOWAY. 


Mr. MATSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 578) for the relief of Emma J. Hallo- 








1886. 





way; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. MATSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back adversely the bill (H. R. 474) granting a pension to Will- 
iam B. Baker; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying re- 
port ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SWOPE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
adversely bills of the following titles; which were laid on the table, 
and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. 2046) granting a pension to Henry M. Bossert; and 

A bill (H. R. 6582) granting a pension to Daniel Batdorff. 


JAMES LONG. 


Mr. ELLSBERRY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 7796) granting a pension to James Long; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


MARY J. HAGERMAN. 


Mr. ELLSBERRY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also 
reported back favorably the bill (S. 2160) granting a pension to Mary 
J. Hagerman; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 





JESSE CAMPBELL. 


Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 8150) granting a pension to Jesse Camp- 
bell; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


JOHN P. M’ELROY 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back favorably the bill (S. 2233) granting a pension to John P. 
McElroy; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on Me Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

POWHATTAN B. SHORT. 
Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
_ back favorably the bill (S. 2163) granting a pension to Pow- 
tan B. Short; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 
WILLIAM BRENTANO. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back favorably the bill (S. 1766) granting a pension to William 
Brentano; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

FRIDOLINE GLASTETTER. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back favorably the bill (S. 2132) granting a pension to Fridoline 
Glastetter; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

, JAMES M’GLYNN. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with amendment the bill (H. R. 8474) granting a pension to 
James McGlynn; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

STEPHEN SAUER. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back with an amendment of the Senate, and a recommendation that the 
amendment be concurred in, the bill (H. R. 5038) for the relief of Ste- 
phen Sauer; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

ROBERT POTTS. 

Mr. PINDAR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported a 
bill (H. R. 9119) granting a pension to Robert Potts; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
S the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 


.CYRA L. WESTON. 

Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with amendment the bill (H. R. 8310) granting a pension to Cyra 
L. Weston; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


S031 


back adversely bills of the following titles; which were laid on the 
table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. 7945) granting a pension to Charles A. Chase; and 

A bill (H. R. 8706) granting a pension to George Henderson 

BENJAMIN F. JONES. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (H. R. 1294) for the relief of Benjamin F. Jones; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Cal- 
endar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 





JAMES MILLENGER. 


Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana, from the Committee on War Claims, 
reported back favorably the bill (H. R. 2036) forthe relief of James 
Millenger; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

DEATH OF SENATOR 


JOHN F. MILLER. 


Thecall of committees forreports having been concluded, the Speaker 
laid before the House the following resolutions of the Senate: 

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with profound sorrow of the death of 
Joun F. MI.LueEr, late a Senator from the State of California. 

Resolved, That as a mark of respect to the memory of the deceased the busi- 
ness of the Senate be now suspended, to enable his associates to pay proper trib- 
ute of regard to his high character and distinguished public services. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resolutions to 
the House of Representatives. 

esolved, ‘That as an additionai mark of respect tothe memory of the de 
the Senate do now adjourn. 


Mr. MORROW. Mr. Speaker, I desire to give notice that at some 
subsequent time I will offer resolutions pertinent to the matter sug- 
gested by the resolutions of the Senate just communicated to the House; 
and now ask unanimous consent that Saturday, the 19th day of June, 
be set apart for the consideration of such resolutions. 

Mr. BEACH. I will ask my friend from California if he will not 
consent to take an evening session for the consideration of these reso- 
lutions? 

Mr. MORROW. lI could not consent to that, as I do not think it 
would bea proper observance of such an occasion. 

Mr. BEACH. We have now pending very muth public business, 
and I think it is hardly proper to devote a day to the consideration of 
these resolutions; however, I shall not object. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman 
from California ? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


eased 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HERBERT. Mr. Speaker, I desire to give notice that as soon 
as the legislative appropriation bill is disposed of I shall ask the House 
to take up and consider the naval appropriation bill. 


Mr. HATCH. I move to dispense with private business for to-day 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. 


On last Friday the House ordered that the vote on House bill No. 5194, 
to provide for the settlement of the indebtedness of the McMinnville 
and Manchester Railroad Company, should be taken to-day immediately 
after the reading of the Journal. What I desire to ask is, if the motion 
of the gentleman from Missouri shall prevail if that order will be con- 
tinued, and if the vote can be taken on this bill immediately after the 
reading of the Journal on next Friday ? 

The SPEAKER. That partof the order would necessarily fall with 
the private business for to-day, because it relates to a particular day; 
and the bill to which the gentleman refers would come up in its regular 
order on the next Friday, when business reported from the Committee 
of the Whole is under consideration by the House. 

Mr. RANDALL. It will be properly in order on the next day when 
private bilis come up for consideration on reports from the Committee of 
the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. That wonld be the effect of the adoption of the 
motion of the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iask unanimous consent, then, that the con- 
sideration of that bill, or that portion of the special order with refer- 
ence to it, be continued until next Friday, on which day the vote shall 
be taken immediately after the reading of the Journal, or before going 
into Committee of the Whole for the consideration of private business. 

Mr. HATCH. Not for consideration, but for its passage. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That is consideration; voting upon the bill is con- 
sideration. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Reserving the right to object, I desire to ask this 
question: Has the previous question been ordered upon the passage of 
the bill? 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. It has not been ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman 


from Tennessee ? 
Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I object. 
Mr. HATCH. [I insist now on my motion to dispense with private 
business for to-day. 
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Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania. Does that apply to the night ses- 
sion for the consideration of pension bills? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Pennsylvania. 
the private business. 

ibe question was taken; and there were—ayes 90, noes 67. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the farther consideration of bills raising reve- 
nue. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yesterday I gave notice that the Committee on Ap- 
propriations would ask the House this morning to take up for consid- 
eration the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill. Since 
then that committee has considered the subject, and determined that 
as a general proposition the consideration of general appropriation bills 
should not be pressed while a public measure is being considered by the 
House, and will not ask the House to take up the legislative, &c., bill 
until the bill now being considered is disposed of, but will then press 
the appropriation bill for immediate consideration. I will not therefore 
press the motion to-day, but I will ask the House to take it upas soon 
as the present bill is disposed of. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Hatcn, there were 
on a division—ayes 99, noes 30. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


OLEOMARGARINF, 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

The CHAIKMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the further consideration of the bill H. R. 8328. 

If there be no further amendment to the second paragraph of the 
third section the Clerk will read the third paragraph. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Retail dealers in oleomargarine shall pay $8. Every person who sells oleo- 
margarine in less quantities than 10 pounds at one time shall be regarded as a 
retail dealer in oleomargarine. And sections 3232, 3233, 3234, 3235, 3236, 3237, 3238, 
3239, 3240, 3241, and 3243 of the Revised Statutes of the United States are, so far 
as applicable, made to extend toand include and apply to the special taxes im- 
posed by this section, and to the persons upon whom they are imposed: Pro- 
vided, That in case ahy manufacturer of oleomargarine commences business 
subsequent to the 30th day of June in any year, the special tax shall be reck- 
oned from the lst day of July in that year and shall be ; 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment to 
this paragraph of the section. I move to strike out the proviso to the 
paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed that there is an amend- 
ment to the fifteenth line by the gentleman from Virginia to strike ont 
‘*forty-eight’’ and insert ‘‘twenty-five.”’ 

The gentleman from Georgia is recognized to offer an amendment. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I submit the amendment I have suggested. 

Mr. Chairman, this paragraph of the section adopts various sections 
of the code which regulate the sales of intoxicating liquors, malt liquors, 
tobacco, and cigars. Section 3237 of the Revised Statutes declares that 
the fiscal year in these matters shall commence on the Ist day of May; 
and that every such business beginning after the Ist day of May shall 
pay its tax in proportion to the fractional part of the year during which 
the business shall be in operation. 

Now, in the first paragraph we place a tax of $600 on manufacturers, 
which means a tax for oneyear. This proviso declares that if the busi- 
ness be begun after the 30th day of June the manufacturer shall pay 
$500 for protection during the year. If it were only one day, he would 
have to pay $500. For one week, for one month, for two months, it is 
all the same—$500. Now, if this be really a bill to collect revenue, if 
it be really a bill to put this article under the same regulations as are 
applied to the other internal-revenue taxes, this proviso as to the $500 
is wrong and the general law that allows the pro rata of the annual 
tax according to the number of days or months used by the manufact- 
urer is right; and the proviso should be stricken out. 

Mr. VAN SCHAICK. I desire to have a telegram read from the 
Knights of Labor of Milwaukee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


I hope the House will adhere to 


MILWAUKEE, W1s., Mey 27, 1886. 

Hon. J. W. Vax Scmaick, M. C., Washington: 

Ata meeting to-day of the executive board of Assembly No, 3567, Knights of 
Labor of Milwaukee, the following resolution was ado : 

“ Whereas a bill is pending in Congress to place a tax of 10 cents per pound on 
oleomargarine or butterine; and 

** Whereas the adoption of such a measure would destroy the manufacture of 
cheap and wholesome article of food, thus increasing the cost of living: 

‘Be it hereby resolved, That the executive board of bl 
Labor, do most oe protest against 
Co to defeat it, believing that this pro: 
the dairy interests, to the injury of the at 

‘Resolved, That copies of resolution be sent to our Representatives in Con- 


gress.” 
5 JAMES J. McNALLY, 
Chairman Executive Board. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I rise to the amendment. 
I propose not only to oppose this amendmen: t any other amend- 
ment to any part of this bill. I regard the w bill as a frand, and 


all amendments as simply aiding to carry out that fraud. It professes 
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to be a bill in the interest of the farmers, while in fact it is a bill in {),. 
interest of a few rascally dairymen around the big cities who noto. 
rieusly water their milk and make mean and nasty butter for the peo- 
ple. It in nosense helps the butter interest, because it isa known {ap 
vuller bas been increasing in price for a number of years. 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. It is now 16 cents a pound. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I can not understand how a Dey). 
crat can advocate this bill. I remember having heard the gentle), 
from Missouri [Mr. Hatcu], who seems to be the wet-nurse {or t}j. 
measure, the child of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, on more than 
one occasion denouncing the protection theory asasystem of plunder ang 
demagogery, and yet now we find him the standard-bearer of these 
plunderers and demagogues whom he has denounced for years. What 
has become of his Democracy? What has become of the principles he 
has professed here for years? Is it because some of this plunder is go. 
ing to his people that all his principles of Democracy have fled from 
him, and he is willing to become the leader in the advocacy of a meas- 
ure the most infamous ever introduced into the American Congress 

The gentleman from Missouri has been here session after session de- 
nouncing the internal-revenue system as a system of spies and oppres- 
sion on the people; and now forsooth he wants to perpetuate this sys- 
tem and put the spies around the home of every old woman in the 
country. [Laughter and applause.] He has talked here of the op- 
pression of the Federal courts, and yet he drags the people from thei; 
domestic hearths miles away that he may carry through this monstrous 
fraud on the American people, and that at the very time when the 
high price of living is disturbing and destroying all American inter- 
ests; when the laborers of the country are demanding increased wages 
that they may live. Atsuch a time these people are legislating to add 
10 cents a pound to this article that the overgrown monopolists may 
fatten upon the oppression of the people. And that comes froma 
Democrat—a man who has proclaimed himself afree-trader. He comes 
forward as the advocate of the protection of one industry ayainst 
another. 

That these gentlemen are not honest in their effort to pass this bill 
is apparent. It is not to promote the health of the people that this 
measure is urged. We offered amendments here to apply this test to 
all food and all commodities, but these gentlemen do not want that. 
They are willing to let a man sell rot-gut whisky under a retail license 
of $25 a year. But those who want to sell a healthy food to the poor 
man to eat must pay $48. A man may manufacture mean whisky by 
paying a tax of $100. But the man who manufactures food for the la- 
borer must pay $600 a year. The tax in this bill is $600 for the man- 
ufacturer, $480 for the wholesale dealer, and $48 for the retail dealer. 

_You propose to brand this food and make the tax on traffic in it ten 
times as much as the tax on the traffic in whisky. And yet this is 
called a Democratic measure, and it is offered here by a Democratic 
committee and advocated persistently by Democrats. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, if I were allowed to tell the names of members 
of Congress who have told me openly on this floor that they knew this 
bill was infamous and monstrous, and they ought not to vote for it but 
they were afraid to vote against it, I would make a revelation that 
would startle the country and show the people how hollow this mock- 
ery is. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Oh, give us the names. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I do not propose to do it. 
of ‘* Names!’ ‘‘Names!”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from West Virginia 


has red. 

Mr HATC H. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee do now rise. 

The question was taken; and the chairman declared that the ayes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 113, noes 29. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 

The C A quorum is not required. The committee de- 
‘The ovmacitne rdingl and the Speaker ha ith 

committee accordi rose; ing resumed the 
chair, Mr. SPRINGER samiel that the Cominittee of the Whole House 
on the State of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. Rf. 
8328) defining butter, also imposing a tax upon and regulating the man- 
ufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine, and hai 
come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now resolve it- 
self into Committee of Whole for the consideration of bills raising 
revenue; and pending that motion I move that all debate upon the par- 
agraphs and amendments thereto be limited to one minute. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Speaker, I move to amend by making the 
time twenty minutes. 

Mr. B ‘WORTH. I move to make it half an hour. 
the gent! man from Missouri will allow me to make a ion. 
amendmet offered by the gentleman from Georgia and several others 
offered here are serious amendments, and I think they ought 
to be considered by this House. I am in favor of the object and pur- 
pose of this bill; but I think these amendments ought to be considered 
with some little deliberation. 


[ Cries 


I trust 
The 








1886. 


Seen aa 


Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my motion, and now move 
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Payson, 


Rice, Symes, Ward, T. B. 

: -erk OvDeTLSO!I “ho i * . " B. A. J. 
that all debate on the pending paragraphs and amendments thereto be | jy.) — eg 
Jimited to ten minutes; and on that I demand the previous question. | Pirce, ’ Spriggs, Tucker, Winans, ° 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HatcH] moves | Randall, Steele, _ Viele, Wise, 
lve itself into Co : f Whol h Ranney, Stone, W.J., Mo. Ward, J. H. Wolford. 
that the House now resolve i into Committee of the ole on the 


stateof the Union. Pending that, the gentleman moves that all debate 
upon the paragraph under consideration and amendments thereto be 
limited to ten minutes, and upon that he demands the previous ques- 
ion. 

i HAMMOND. Will the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatcu] 
allow me a tion. An attempt was made yesterday to advance 
this bill by limiting debate from time to time, and the result was that 
we had only about twenty minutes’ debate during the day and made 
only about six lines progress in the bill. I would like to state to the 
gentleman—— 

Mr. HATCH. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is called for. 
on the motion of the gentleman from Missouri. 

The House divided on the motion of Mr. HATCH; and there were— 
ayes 99, noes 30. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. No quorum. 

Mr. HATCH. Yeas and nays, Mr. Speaker. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 180, nays 46, not voting 
96; as follows: 


The question is 


YEAS—180., 
Adams, J. J. Ermentrout, Landes, Sawyer, 
Allen, C. H Evans, Le Fevre, Scott, 
Allen, J. M. Everhart, Lehlbach, Scranton, 
Anderson, J. A. Farquhar, Lindsley, Seney, 
Baker, Felton, Lore, Sessions, 
Ballentine, Fisher, Louttit, Seymour, 
Barksdale, F a Lovering, Shaw, 
Barry, Ford, Lowry, Singleton, 
Bayne, Forney, Lyman, Smalls, 
Beach, Frederick, Matson, Snyder, 
Biand, Fuller, McAdoo, Sowden, 
Boutelle, Gallinger, McComas, Springer, 
Boyle, des, McCreary, StahInecker, 
rady, Glass, McKenna, Stephenson, 
Bi ridge, WCP.Green, R. S. McKinley, Stewart, J. W. 
Browne, T. M. Green, W. J. MeMillin, Stone, E. F. 
Brown, W. W Grout, Millard, Stone, W. J., Ky 
B n, ale, Milliken, Storm, 
Buck, Hall, Moffatt, Strait, 
Bunnell, Halsell, Morgan, Struble, 
Burnes, Harmer, ‘ Morrill, Swinburne, 
Burrows, Hatch, ee Swope, 
Caldwell Haynes, Neal, Tarsney, 
Campbell, J.M. Heard, Neece, Taulbee, 
Campbell, Henderson, D.B. O’Donnell, Taylor, E. B. 
Cannon, H > ae O’ Ferrall, Taylor, I. H. 
Carleton, Henley, Parker, Taylor, J. M. 
Caswell, Hepburn, Payne, Taylor, Zach. 
Cobb, Hiestand, Peel, Thomas, O. B. 
Collins, Hill, Peters, Thompson, 
> 5 Pettibone, ‘Townshend, 
Conger, Hiscock, Pidcock, Wade, 
Cooper, Hitt, Pindar, Wait, 
Cowles, Holman, Plumb, Wakefield, 
Cox, Hopkins, Price, Weaver, A. J. 
c Howard, Reed, T. B. Weaver, J. B. 
Croxton, Hudd, Reid, J. W. Weber, 
Culberson, Jackson, Reese, West, 
Cuteheon, James, Richardson, Wheeler, 
Daniel, Johnson, F. A. iggs, White, A. C. 
Davenport, Johnston, J. T. Rockwell, White, Milo 
- Johnston, T. D. Romeis, Whiting, 
Eldredge, King, Rowell, Wilkins, 
Ellsberry, Kleiner, Ryan, Woodburn, 
Ely, La Follette, er, Worthington. 
NAYS—46, 
Barnes, Harris, Mills, St. Martin, 
Bennett, Hemphill, Morrison, Throckmorton, 
Bliss, erbert, Negley, Tillman, 
——-_ Felix Hewitt, Oates, Turner, 

g Jones, J. H. O'Neill, J. J. Van Eaton, 
Curtin, Kelley, Owen, Van Schaick, 
Davidson, R. H. M. Lanham, Perry, Wadsworth, 

> Lawler, Reagan, Warner, William 
Dowdney, Mahoney, Sayers, Willis, 
Dunham, Martin, Skinner, Wilson. 
Findlay, Merriman, Spooner, 
Hammond, Miller, Stewart, Charles 
NOT VOTING—%. 
Adgoma, G. E. Cabell, CoE Rynsten, Kelchem 
, Cam ave Vv, Afioon, 
Anderson, C. M. Gerckinns, Gibson, C. Laird, 
a eer, Choe, Eustace yeney, 
tkinson, Clemen . aittle 
Barbour, Cole, Glover, Long, 
Belmont, Compton, Goff, Markham, 
Blaschard, = Geenthen” 7 
" uenther, . 
Blount, Davidesn, A.C. Hanback, Mitcheil, 
Bound, Davis, Hayden, Morrow, 
CR. Dive” aa Bee 
erman, elson, 
Brown, C. Dingley. Holmes, Norwood, 
Barleih, . ; Houk, O’ Hara, 
» Hutton, O'Neill, Charles 
Butterworth, Irion, Osborne, 
Bynum, Foran, Jones, J. T. Outhwaite, 





Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, I move to dispense with the reading 


of the names of members voting. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I object. 
The following-named members were announced as paired until fur- 


ther notice: 


Mr. EDEN with Mr. WAIT. 

Mr. HutrTon with Mr. PIRce. 

Mr. Grspson, of Maryland, with Mr. HAYDEN. 
Mr. CLEMENTS with Mr. HOLMEs. 

Mr. Rerp, of North Carolina, with Mr. RIcr. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, with Mr. GUENTHER. 

Mr. ByNum with Mr. MCKENNA. 

On political questions: 

Mr. FORAN with Mr. Lona. 

Mr. ROBERTSON with Mr. Ey. 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama, with Mr. BURLEIGII. 

Mr. CoLE with Mr. THomas, of Illinois. 

Mr. WINANS with Mr. Hovuk. 

Mr. MITCHELL with Mr. Gorr. 

Mr. ARNOT with Mr. DAVIs. 

Mr. DIBBLE with Mr. LITTLE. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, with Mr. GROSVENOR. 

The following-named members were announced 
day: 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
* Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


as paired for this 


CABELL with Mr. BUTTERWORTH. 

VIELE with Mr. HANBACK. 

MULLER with Mr. MARKHAM. 

CRAIN with Mr. LIBBEY. 

GROSVENOR with Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, 

LAFFOON with Mr. STONE, of Missouri. 

OUTHWAITE with Mr. FuNSTON. 

Mr. ROGERS with Mr. OSBORNE. 

Mr. McRAE and Mr. PERKINS were announced as paired until Tues- 
day next. If present, Mr. PERKINS would vote for the pending bill; 
Mr. MCRAE against it. 

Mr. DINGLEY and Mr. DUNN were announced as paired until Tues- 
day next. If present, Mr. DINGLEY would vote for the bill; Mr. DuNN 
against it. 

The following-named members were announced as paired on this vote: 

Mr. Morrow with Mr. WISE. 

Mr. GLOVER with Mr. HERMAN. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. HATCH. Before the question is put, allow me to say I have 
been notified by the gentleman from Georgia and the gentleman from 
Ohio that there are one or two sections of the Revised Statutes—prob- 
ably more—enumerated in this paragraph on which they desire to speak. 
I therefore ask unanimous consent of the House to amend my proposi- 
tion so as to limit debate to thirty minutes instead of ten. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I desire to say I have made no such request. 

Mr. HATCH. I referred to the gentleman’s colleague. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Allow me to state that I moved to amend this 
motion so as to allow twenty minutes; a gentleman on the other side 
moved thirty. I was willing to accept anything in the shape of a mod- 
ification before the roll was called. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Missouri asks unanimous con- 
sent to modify his motion by striking out ‘‘ten minutes’’ and inserting 
‘thirty minutes.’’ If there be no objection the motion will be re- 
garded as agreed to in that form. 

There was no objection. 

The question recurring on the motion that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, the 
motion was agreed to. 

OLEOMARGARINE. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
(Mr. SPRINGER in the chair), and resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also imposing a tax upon and regu- 
lating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomar- 


J garine. 


The pending amendment was to strike out the following proviso at 
the end of section 3: 
Provided, That in case any manufacturer of oleomargarine commences busi- 


ness subsequent to the 230th day of June in any year, the special tax shall be 
reckoned from the Ist day of July in that year, and shall be $509. 


The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House, all debate upon this par- 
agraph and amendments thereto is limited to thirty minutes. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Mr. Chairman, in discussing this amend- 
ment I desire to resume the line of argument I was pursuing when my 
five minutes expired, a similar amendment being then before the come 
mittee. Ithen stated that if the object of this bill is to regulate a 
traffic so as to expose a fraud andenable the consumers of this country 
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to know what they are buying and what they are eating, unjust and 
extravagant taxation is not needed. Let us bear constantly in mind 
that if oleomargarine is the thing which it has been described to be by 
gentlemen who affect to know—if it is of such a character as suggests 
the presence of trichine and tape-worms—if it is of such character 
when known that the gorge rises at the sight of it, then every sensible 
man on this floor knows perfectly well that it is only necessary for the 
protection of the producers and consumers of butter that this counter- 
eit should be offered in the market for what it really is—oleomar- 
ga©rine, 

The opposition to this industry grows out of the fact that from its 
inception this article has been a corsair, a pirate upon the high sea of 
cominerce; that it has not for an hour sailed under its own flag; that 
you could not trace oleomargarine a hundred yards from the factory, 
while you could trace butter from the dairy or the cottage or the cabin 
where it was made to the table of the consumer. By the fraud prac- 
ticed by those who make and sell itas butter oleomargarine has placed 
itself under the ban, has been outlawed, and for that reason the inci- 
dental benefit which this bill brings and to which I have referred is of 
great importance. 

Is it the proposition of this House to tax oleomargarine simply and 
only because it can be used as a substitute for butter? There is not a 
man on this floor who would propose suchathing. ‘Thereis not a man 
on this floor who does not know it would be unconstitutional to do so. 
The country simply asks that oleomargarine shall be retired to its own 
reservation and that butter may be permitted by force of its excellent 
qualities to remain upon its own domain. 

Now, if on the other hand it is true that oleomargarine is what it is 
represented to be by manufacturers and dealers, and honorable men tell 
me that it is a healthful article of food, though I am not clear that the 
most of it can possibly be such, else it would not parade itself in a dis- 
guise—but if it is so, the fact that it will be used as a substitute for 
butterand become in its own righta competitor with butter in the mar- 
ket is no reason and no excuse for taxing it out of existence. You 
might as well tax cream gravy and sauces out of existence, because, 
forsooth, their use limits the use of butter, and therefore necessarily re- 
duces the price. 

What, then, is the object, and aside from the revenue the only proper 
object, of this bill? Simply to see to it that this corsair upon the high 
sea of commerce shall either be driven from the sea or else shall sail 
under its own flag, and with that object I am, I repeat, heartily in 
sympathy. We have no right todemand anything more. If the pur- 
pose is to tax this industry only with a view to its destruction, that 
purpose ought to find no favor upon either side of the House. Weare 
assured upon all sides, however, that there is no other purpose than 
to see that we as consumers are not daily defrauded and the dairy in- 
dustry cheated by this counterfeit butter. 

I have no sympathy with the suggestion which asserts that we shall 
not regulate the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine under the rev- 
enue power, because forsooth it is the poor man’s food. I am poor 
enough myself; I have many relatives who are poor, many friends who 
are poor, many constituents who are poor. But none of us are sc poor 
that we have not the humble right to know what we are eating at our 
tables and what food we are givingour children. None of us are so 
poor that we are willing to be fed with the offal from the slaughter- 
houses of this country, as some gentlemen have asserted oleomargarine 
to be. None of us are so poor in privilege that we dare not demand 
and insist upon the right to know what we buy in the markets of our 
country. And we have the right te insist that we shall receive the 
precise article of food that we buy and pay for. None of usare so poor 
that we will not insist on our right as free men to tear the mask of 
hypocrisy from oleomargarine and make it stand for what itis. And 
we have the equal right to purchase it for what it is, and eat it know- 
ing what it is, if we are satisfied that it is clean and wholesome for 
food. . 

The intimation that in order to heartily support the avowed object 
this bill—which is to unmask fraud and forbid by penal laws the com- 
mission of the wrong that has been for years practiced by the dealers 
in counterfeit butter—one must advocate the enormous tax fixed in the 
bill is stupid, if not worse. The thing to be done is one thing, the 
manner of doing it quite another. 

Mr. FINDLAY obtained the floor. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I wanted to say just a word abont this 

amendment. [Laughter. ] 


Mr. FINDLAY. Iam sorry I can not yield my friend a partof my 


time; but I have very little. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. The gentleman is generally so good-nat- | 


ured—— 

ir. FINDLAY. Generally Iam; but just at this time I can notex- 
ercise my good nature. I am sorry for it. 

Mr. Chairman, a day or two since I offered in comparative good faith, 
I will not say absolute good faith, an amendment to this bill, the ob- 
ject of which was to broaden the remedial effect of the bill. 

On examining the bill I found there was no restriction on the exporta- 
tion of cleomargarine, and I put an amendment in for the of 
providing that none of this stuff should be shipped to any included 





within Her Majesty’s East Indian possessions where reside the sect kn » 
as Parsees. It will be seen at once why this should be done. 1 ),,; 
sect has a very peculiar form of burial, the particulars of which | \;\) 
not recite; but before the dead body of the Parsee is taken out to })\, 
last home to be deposited on the top of the Tower of Silence the pric; 
is called in, and he takes some clarified butter, or ghee, as it is ¢:!):) 

and he greases the dead man’s face all over; and then he calls the go. 
of the house in, and if the dog licks that man’s face it is a sign he };,. 
gone to heaven. [Great laughter.] But if he does not lick him, i: j, 
a sign equally infallible he has gone to the other place. [ Renewe, 
laughter. | 

A MEMBER. What other place? 

Mr. FINDLAY. I will imagine this condition of affairs. Suppose 
by a mistake this manshould happen to be greased with oleomargarine. 
there is not a dog in creation that would lick him. [Great lauyhter. | 
And therefore I offered an amendment for the purpose of restrictiy 
the exportation of this article. 

But, sir, in all seriousness, I am to this bill. I am opposed 
to it mainly and chiefly because I believe the most iniquitous system, 
of taxation ever devised, or within the inventive power of man to de- 
vise, is the internal-revenue system. [Applause. ] 

I am in favor to-day of repealing the tax on tobacco and on cigars, y 
thing which is entirely feasible, for I have the authority of the honor- 
able chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means that while it js 
not feasible to get rid of the whole system of internal-revenue tax, yet 
it is entirely feasible to get rid of the tax on tobaccoand cigars. As [ 
understand him that tax on tobacco and cigars is about equal to the 
surplus revenue we wish to reduce. 

Yet in the face of that fact we are confronted with a bill which not 
only proposes to extend this system, but make it applicable to a par- 
ticular class, thatis to bring all the farmers of the land within its range, 
and also to raise a revenue in the very teeth of the assertion of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means and its chairman that no revenue is needed, 
but on the contrary we ought te reduce the revenue. 

Here is an iniquitous bill, which proposes té subject the agricultural 
class of this country to informers, spies, and detectives. Do not make 
the mistake, gentlemen, that informers, spies, and detectives are simply 
to roam through Mr. Armour’s factory in Chicago or other places where 
this article is made, but they will go into the country; and why wil! 
they go there? Will any man say that this article, which is called 
neutral, is not now used to a certain extent by persons who are engaged 
in the production of butter? And if information is lodged anywhere 
of suspicion as to that, then your farmer becomes immediately subject 
to the surveillance of the horde of informers, spies, and detectives. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Can not I get three minutes more? 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, a word in reference to the situation 
of this bill. It is at the head of the Calendar. Anappropriation bill, 
a revenue bill, the bill reported by the distinguished gentleman from 
Tllinois [Mr. Morrison], and the bill of my co [Mr. Hewrrr) 
are all upon the Calendar, but the pending bill is ahead of them all, 
and you can not put it aside without a yea-and-nay vote on record in 
this Grace [ Applause. ] 

And more than that, you can not make an amendment to this bill 
but it will have to be done by a yea-and-nay vote in the House. And 
the Committee on Appropriations has kindly extended a helping hand 
to the bill here to-day. [Applause. ] 

Now, in view of all these facts I desire to say the wit, the invective, 
the filibustering of the bull-butter man, of the hog-fat-butter man, of 
the soap- tter man can not drive the farmer out of court. 
[Laughter and applause.] The agriculturists and dairymen are here, 
and I hope and trust they are here tostay until they have had duc 
action and consideration of this bill. [ Applause. 

One thing more, and Iam done. The Committeeon Agriculture, af 
ter full consultation with the representatives of the dairy interest and 
with members of the House favorable to the ion of that interest, 

i reported this bill, and che friends of this legislation are 1n 
honor obliged to aid in its passage. Whenever the Committee on Agn- 
culture wish to change any of the provisions of this bill I shall for one 
vote with them, and I propose in voting to stand by this bil! letter by 
letter, line by line, section by section until I receive a sign from the 
chairman of that committee, until it is passed. [Applause.] I sayt> 
the friends of this let us concentrate our force on the bil! 
it is and back up the chairman of the Committee on Agriculture, ‘or 
in that way only can we hope for favorable action from the House. — 

One word more to gentlemen on the other side of the House. |! ! 
desired you to make a mistake in reference to this matter I would pry 
you to defeat this bill by filibustering tactics. Sevenand one-half m'!!- 
ions of the people of the United States are interested in it. The cur- 
tain is rang up and we are ing before them; they wil! exam- 
ine our record; the people are noting our votes here, as they have the 

t to, and our action, and commenting upon it. [Applause. | 
Here the hammer fell.] _ 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, I desire to of- 
fer two amendments which I send to the desk, and will ask presenUy 
to have them read. 


y 
s 
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I have nodoubt in the world that what the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Hiscock] saysis precisely true. He and those who are with him 
in favor of this bill are, no doubt, now performing in view of the seven 
and one-half millions of people of whom he speaks for the purpose of 
catching a8 many of their votes as he can. 

But, Mr. Chairman, whether that performance shall receive the ap- 
plause which the gentleman hopes it will receive hereafter is a ques- 
tion which I will remit to the future. 

The amendments which I offer are mainly for the purpose of obtaining 
more information with reference to the bill and are offered in good 
faith. Eleven sections of the Revised Statutes are enumerated in this 

of the bill. One of these enumerations makes two other sec- 
tions of the statutes part of them, so that there are in reality thirteen 
sections a part of the bill. 

These sections provide among other things the duty imposed upon the 
Internal Revenue Commissioner to farnish stamps. I desire to ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Agriculture or somebody who has the 
information what is the estimated expense that will be required to 
put this law into operation? 

What amount of money will have to be paid out of the public Treas- 
ury before anything comés in; I mean expenditure for engraving pur- 
poses in the preparation of the stamps? There has been no estimate 
made, no amount has been submitted, no statement made of the prob- 
able expense. Has the committee any information? I pause for an 
answer—for information. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, it has not been my purpose to occupy 
a single moment of the time of the committee in any reply to the many 
criticisms which have been made upon this bill or any portion of it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I am making no criticism, 
but ask a single question: What is the information the gentleman has 
upon the subject, if any? Does the gentleman know how much money 
is involved in the matter of putting this law into ion? 

Mr. HATCH. If the gentleman from Kentucky will allow me, as 
he has made an inquiry, I will undertake to answer it. If he prefers 
that I shall not answer it I will take my seat. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Certainly I want the gentle- 
man to answer the question if he has the information, but not to make 





a speech. . 

Mr. HATCH. I can only answer the gentleman in my own way, 
and if that is not satisfactory to the gentleman from Kentucky he can 
occupy his own time, and I will take other occasion to answer. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Has the gentleman from Mis- 


souri the information as to the amount of money involved? If se, how 
much is it? 
Mr. HATCH. [I haveinformation from the Commissioner of Internal 


Revenue, upon the preparation of this bill, that not one single dollar 
of appropriation is necessary to carry it into execution and to execute 
it should it become a law. But two single officers are asked for in 
this bill, and it makes provision for them; that is to say, a microscopist 
and a chemist of the ent, the salaries of which are fixed by the 
bill, and which will be paid ont of the revenue derived from the bill— 
from the execution of the law—as well as the tax and all other matters 
ining to it. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. And let me interrupt the gentieman from 
Missouri to say that an estimate has been made by a gentleman on this 
floor, Mr. Pricz, of Wisconsin, that the net revenue derived from the 
bill will range from eighteen to thirty millions of dollars. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Theanswer of the gentleman 
from Missouri is precisely like the bill. It fails to give any definite 
information, and is a mere matter of vagueness, for it is absolutely cer- 
tain that these stamps must be prepared, and it will require money, as 
we know from experience, to provide them. 

Mr. FINDLAY. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing is expected 
to do it out of the appropriations made for that purpose. It will cost 
that much certain. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I now yield the remainder 
of my time, if any, to the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Hammonp]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has one minute r ining, in 
which time the Chair will cause the amendment sent up by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky to be read, after which the Chair will recognize the 
gentleman from Georgia in his own right. _ 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Is it in order; and, if so, I 
will ask to have read the sections of the Revised Statutes to which 
reference is made in this section ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 


First amendment : “ thirty- - 
dred ane Strike out in lines 22 and 23 the words “thirty-two hun 


atgpond amendment: Strike out in lines 24 and 25 the words “thirty-two hun- 


and forty-three. 


Mr.HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, I have proposed two amendments 
to this bill; one was carried by a majority of this committee, the other 


small vote against 


was a very it. This amendment is pro- 
posed Samep f aaak it right. 
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The tax for one year is $600. All of 


2035 


our internal-revenue taxes are by the year, or by proportionate parts of 

the year. 

tobacco business, he pays one-half of the annual tax; if for a quarter 

- a year, one-quarter of the tax, and so on month by month or day by 
ay. 


For instance, if a man manufactures for half a year in the 


Now, this proviso is that for any fraction of the year, however small, 


the manufacturer shall pay $500—$600 for a year; $500 foraday. If 
gentlemen desire to pass the bill that way, why let them pass it. 


I do not know what it means when a gentleman on the other side 


rises and says if the chairman of the committee gives him a wink, he 
will vote like a slave. 


I will not. 
Now, if the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BurrERWoRTH | needs further 


time he may have the balance of my five minutes. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I only desire to say that under the internal- 


revenue law a manufacturer who commences business during the year 
is only charged with the fractional part of the year. 
and the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia seeks to place this 
ifidustry, if it shall survive the exposures contemplated in this bill, 
upon the same footing. 
dustry in April there is no reason why he should pay for three months 
$500, when, under the law which imposes a tax upon the manufacture 
and sale of whisky, the distiller is allowed to pay for a fractional part 
of the year. 
can persuade even himself it isa just provision, unless he says the only 
object and purpose of this bill is to destroy this industry whether itis 
good or bad.- 


That is just; 


In other words, if a man engages in this in- 


There is no excuse for this distinction, and no man here 


The only object and purpose of the amendment of the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] is to place this industry on precisely 


the same footing, giving it no advantage over that enjoyed by the dis- 


tiller of whisky and of other spirituous liquors and compounds. 
Mr. LYMAN. May I ask the gentleman from Ohio a question? 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LYMAN. Among these sections of the Revised Statutes that 


are here made applicable is there a section that provides for the frac- 
tional part of a license for the fractional part of a year. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Yes, sir; and that is the reason why this 


proviso is added. 


Mr. HAMMOND. Section 3237 makes the payment fractional for 


all other things. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. ‘Thatis the reason why this proviso is added. 


It is in order to establish a different rule in regard to this industry from 
that which prevails in regard to all other industries prosecuted under 
the internal-revenue law. That seems to be unjust; and if there isa 


feline in this meal that proviso discloses the size and character of the 


animal. 


{Herethe hammer fell. ] 


Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. I want to say to the gentleman from 


Georgia that when butter is as low in price as it is now it is not likely 


there will be any oleomargarine made inthesummer. And we thought 
if a man makes a million dollars a year out of this business he should 
not be licensed for less than $500. He is not likely to run the factory 
a whole year. 

Mr.HAMMOND. This proviso provides forthe case of a man start- 
ing the business in July, 

Mr. WHITB, of Minnesota. And in that case he only pays $500 for 
the balance of the year. He does not pay $600 and then $500. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Everybody knows that. 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. He pays $500 if he engages in the busi- 
ness for three months. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Yes, sir, or for three hours. 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. He can take out a license and he can 
get out as much of this article in one month at the end of the year as 
he might otherwise do in a whole year. 

Mr. HAMMOND. It isastrange business in which a man can make 
as much in one month as he can in twelve months. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Suppose a person goesinto the business en the Ist 
of July and continues in business for the remainder of the year, he oly 

ys $500; whereas the man who went in on the Ist of January pays $600. 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. Ifa man runs the business for a year 
the year begins on the Ist of May. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Is that fixed in the bill? 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. The year under the internal-revenue 
law commences on the Ist of May. 

Mr. FINDLAY. The license year begins on the Ist day of May. 
where does that appear in this bill? 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. Thatis fixed in the sections of the Re- 
vised Statutes enumerated in this section of the bill. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I would like to hear the section which is referred 
to read. If the law does not appear on the face of this bill but is in 
the Revised Statutes, and is put in here by reference merely to those 
Revised Statutes, I think we ought to know what those sections are. 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. So far as this point is concerned the 
year commences on the Ist day of May. A man engaged in this busi- 
ness would pay $600 fora whole year, but for any period less than a year 
he would pay $500. 

Mr. FINDLAY. 


But 


I understand that; but there is nothing on the 





; 
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face of the bill to show that you had fixed the annual period for the 
manufacturer’s license. 

Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota. We have put the whole thing under 
the internal-revenue law. 

Mr. FINDLAY. That is by a statute which does not appear here. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I wish to ask the gentleman from 
Georgia whether his amendment strikes out from this enumeration 
section 3237 of the Revised Statutes. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Not at all. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. You simply propose to strike out the 
proviso at the end of section 3? 

Mr. HAMMOND. That is all. 

Mr. LYMAN, Is there not an amendment striking out some of the 
other sections? 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair will cause the Clerk to read the amend- 
ment for information. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In lines 24 and 25 of section 3 strike out the words ‘thirty-two hundred and 
forty-three;"’ also, in line 22, strike out the words “ thirty-two hundred and 
thirty-eight.”’ 

Mr. LORE. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from 
Delaware for the remainder of the time, one minute and a half. 

Mr. LORE. I thank the Chair, but I will wait for another time. 

The CHAIRMAN. If no gentleman desires to occupy the remaini 
time the Chair will cause the Clerk to read the amendment submi 
by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND. } 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the eee ae eeertens 

“ That in case any manu urer of oleomargarine commences business sub- 
sequent to the 30th day of June in any year, the special tax shall be reckoned 
from the Ist day of July in that year, and shall be i 

The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now report the amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Kentacky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out in line 22 the words “ thirty-two hundred and thirty-eight.” 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, is it in order 
now to demand the reading of the sections of the Revised Statutes 
which are referred to in that paragraph ? 

Mr. HATCH. Regular order. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I have risen to a parliament- 
ary inquiry. I ask the Chair if it is not in order and if I have not the 
right to demand that the sections of the Revised Statutes which we are 
acting upon in connection with this paragraph shall be read. Thissec- 
tion of the bill includes eleven sections of the Revised Statutes; one of 
those includes, by reference, two more. Now, is it not in order to ask 
to have those sections read, so that the House may know just what it 
is acting upon ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that as the section cov- 
ered by the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky is mentioned 
specifically in the bill the gentleman is entitled to haveit read. The 
gentleman will please send the section to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I move to strike out all these 
sections, and ask that they be read. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a parliament- 
ary inquiry. Will it be in order after the amendments now pending 
are voted upon to offer an amendment to line 17, which precedes this 
part of the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. It will. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, I will with- 
draw my amendment for the purpose of permitting the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. WARNER] to offer his. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, offered the following amendment: 


In line 17, section 8, strike out “10” and insert “‘50;”’ so that the provision 
will read: 


‘ Bvery person who sells oleomargarine in less quantities than 50 pounds at 
regarded oleomargarine.”’ 


one time shall be as o retail dealer in 

The amendment was rejected. 

The'CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will now entertain the motion of the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE]. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. _ Mr. Chairman, I did not ask 
to have these sections read merely for delay, and I withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I renew the motion, in order that the House may 
know what it is voting on. These sections of the Revised Statutes are 
referred to by number, but they have not been read in connection with 
this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky referred to one section. 

Mr. McMILLIN. The from Kentucky changed his amend- 
ment so as to include the several sections referred to in the bill. Ithink 
those sections of the Revised Statutes ought to be read, so that we may 
know what penalties we are fixing by this bill to be enforced in the 
Federal courts. - 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair directed the section of the Revise, 
Statutes referred to in the amendment of the gentleman from K ent yey 
to be read, as that section was specially brought before the comm tt., 
but if it is the purpose to insist upon all these sections being read. ¢}),. 
Chair thinks that does not come within the privilege of the amendment. 

Mr. HATCH. I submit, Mr. Chairman, that itis in the nat 
debate, and debate has been closed. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Before the Chair rules I would like to make th), 
suggestion. If itis in order, upon moving to strike out one section. ¢, 
have that section read, it certainly must be in order, under the sam, 
rule, when a motion is made to strike out other sections, to have those 
sections read. Iam unable to see how you can have one section read 
as a matter of privilege, and can not have the others read. Now, I do 
not urge this for the purpose of delay. Here we have a bill which im. 
poses heavy penalties; those penalties can be enforced only in the Fed. 
eral courts, which are generally at a considerable distance from the 
homes of the litigants, and I think it is of great importance, if we up. 
dertake to fix penalties, that the fuli purportof the bill in this respec: 
and the extent and degree of those penalties shall be known. 

The CHAIRMAN. The previous decision of the Chair was simply 
to the effect that, in order to get a better understanding of the motion 
of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], the section 
to which this amendment referred might be read, but upon a more 
careful examination of the provisions of this section and of the rules 
the Chair is of opinion that a reference to the Revised Statutes in a 
pending measure does not entitle the committee, as a matter of right, 
to have that portion of the Revised Statutes read before the vote is 
taken; because it is to be presumed that members know what the law 
is; and the Chair thinks that to have anything read in such a case is 
in the nature of debate. 

Mr. FINDLAY. That presumption, the Chair will allow me to say, 
is never applied tothe statute law. ‘This has been recognized ever since 
the time af Lord Coke, who said that a lawyer who would give an opin- 
ion upon a question asto the statute law withoutfirst examining it was a 
fool, as a lawyer who could not give an opinion about the common law 
without first examining it was equally a fool. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was perhaps inclined to go too far in 
presuming that all the members of this House understand what tle law 
is; but with respect to this question, which has been debated at some 
length, he thought himself at liberty to presume that the provisions of 
the law were understood. 

Mr. SCOTT. I rise toa question of order. I submit whether the 
rules of the House do not require that all amendments presented should 
be in writing. ‘Therefore, if the gentleman from Kentucky desires to 
insert the Constitution of the United States or all the provisions of 
the Revised Statutes in his amendment, I submit whether the rules 
of the House do not require him to reduce such provisions to writing 
and submit them with his proposition. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Whether or not this House is 
presumed to know the Constitution, I wish to say I have not moved to 
amend by inserting the Constitution, nor have I offered asingle section 
of the Revised Statutes. My motion was to strike out a part of the 
ees so that the point which the gentleman makes is one 
which it to make against the chairman of the Committee on 
Agriculture . HatcH], and not against me. 

Mr. SCOTT. desire as a parliamentary inquiry to ask whether, 
if the gentleman from K desires to make a motion to strike 
out, the rules of the House do not require him to submit in writing 
what he desires to have struck out. 

Mr. FINDLAY. He has done that. 

Mr. SCOTT. Let him put in his amendment the provisions o! the 
statute which he proposes to strike out. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky has withdrawn 
his amendment. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I did put my amendment in 
writing, so that Iam not obnoxious to the criticism of the gentleman 
from lvania. The shoe is on theother foot. I commend to the 
chairman of the Committee on J ture the lecture which the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania has just read, and I hope it will be protit- 
able. 


Mr. WILSON. I make the point of order that if the gentleman from 
Kentucky has offered the Constitution as an amendment to this }i!! it 
is not germane. [Laughter.] 

Several Mempers. *‘ That is so.’’ 

Mr. PRICE. I rise toa point of order. I understood that by order 
of the House all debate upon this paragraph was limited to thirty min- 
utes. 

The CHAIRMAN, The debate is already exhausied. 

Mr. PRICE. Then I call for the regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Mc MIL- 
LIN], however, rose to a question of order, which the Chair will dispose 
of. “Does the gentleman from Tennessee desire to renew the amend 
ment of the from Kentucky? 

Mr. M . Yes, sir; that was my motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the amendment. 


ure of 
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The Clerk read as follows: 

: “thi wo hund irty-ei "9 in lines 24and 
nee so uyin ae Sree ae a ee. and in lines 24 

Mr. McMILLIN. I offer this amendment—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I was addressing myself tothe point of order. I 
desire to have the sections read. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Whatis the point of order pending? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee asks as a matter 
of right that the sections referred to in his amendment be read. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Lobject. ‘That is in the nature of debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that the gentleman from 
Tennessee is not entitled as a matter of right to have the sections of the 
Revised Statutes read before the vote is taken. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I will do myself the justice to say in the presence 
of those who have this bill in charge that it was not my purpose to de- 
lay the proceedings. I really thoughtit proper to have the sections read. 
If that can not be done, I insist on my motion to amend by striking out. 

Mr. LORE. Irise toa pointoforder. I understand that the Chair 
has decided this question, and no gentleman can contest that decision 
unless he takes an appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order has been decided. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee to strike 
out the language which has been read. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 18, noes 84. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I make the point of order that no quorum has 
voted. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. MCMILLIN and Mr. HAtcit were ap- 

inted. 

P The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 22, noes 
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butter. Under these circumstances I feel it the duty of the law-maker 
to intervene. 

I find a number of gentlemen on both sides of this House who desire 
legislation of this character but who are opposed to such a high rate of 
taxation asthe bill provides. I understand some at least who have been 
stoutly opposing the enactment of this bill are in favor of compelling 
the manufacturers of oleomargarine to expose its true character, so that 
the public may not be deluded into its purchase under the supposition 
it is pure butter. 

INJUSTICE TO AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS. 

But before I proceed further in thisdiscussion I wish to say in reply 
to my friend from New York [Mr. Hiscock], we have not heretofore 
had politics injected into this debate, and I hope this will not be done 
now. But, sir, the warning which that gentleman has given to this side 
of the House may well be repeated to his own side. If he will ascertain 
the number of those who resist the passage of this bill under the leader- 
ship of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. KELLEY ] and the gentle- 
nian from Indfana [Mr. BRowNE] he will find the proportion in num- 
bers is as large on his own side as it is on the Democratic side. 

Notwithstanding the flings thrown at those who watch and defend 
the interest of agriculture on this floor, I have no hesitation in stand- 
ing here to demand its protection from wrong and injustice. I believe 
the agricultural interest is largely involved in this bill, and therefore 
I insist it shall have the most careful consideration. Republican Con- 
gresses by legislation have protected every interest in the country ex- 
cept agriculture. This is one of the very few measures which have 
been presented with any reasonable hope of its passage during twenty 
years past which directly protects or promotes the interest of agricult- 
ure. 

With the prosperity or distress of the farming classes comes or goes 
the prosperity of the country. Agriculture is the basis of all wealth, 
private or public. Wise statesmanship therefore dictates that legisla- 
tion should not oppress, but, as far as legitimately within its power, 
should foster and encourage agriculture. Legislation can not control 
or protect the farmer from misfortunes which come from natural causes. 
He must look to a higher power for relief from these. But there are 
evils greater than those inflicted on him by nature. They are evils pro- 
duced by bad legislation in the interest of monopolies, and which op- 
press him with onerous and unjust taxation. Now, sir, while agricult- 
ure is more deserving than any other interest of any good that may flow 
from legislation, yet it has suffered more from that source than any other. 

I trust the time has arrived when the welfare of the farmer may have 
consideration in Congress. The Democratic party has ever in the past 
been the friend of agriculture, and its members have ever professed a 
desire for its promotion and protection. Indeed, I am gratified to know 
that as a class they have been faithful to their professions. Since we 
came into power in this House more careful attention and considera- 
tion have been given to the interest of agriculture than it had previously 
received for twenty years. Indeed, it seemed that railroads, banks, 
and other corporations held a complete monopoly on the attention of 
Congress, and that the farmer had been forgotten except when some 
new way was devised to increase his burdens for the benefit of some 
form of monopoly. This happy change in Congress has been noticed 
by others who are deeply interested in the welfare of agriculturists. 
In the address of Mr. Joseph H. Reall, president of the American Agri- 
cultural and Dairy Association before the Committee on Agriculture 
of this House during this session, he says: 

Iam much gratified to find so much honest, intelligent interest manifested by 
members of Congress in agriculture and the interests of the farmer as obtains 
here. I can see that great progress has been made in this direction, and that 
the dignity of agriculture and its importance to the country are recognized by 
the members of both Houses. The farmers have been either unrepresented or 
misrepresented heretofore. 

I have no desire to provoke a political discussion on this question, but 
I desire to recall to their duty those Democrats who may fail to remem- 
ber their professions of fidelity to the farming interest and the policy 
of the party. 


Mr. McMILLIN. I have no desire to force a call of the roll, and will 
not insist further on the point that no quorum voted. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The point being withdrawn, the amendment is 
rejected. There being no other amendment to this section, the Clerk 
will report the next section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 4, That every persén who carries on the business of a manufacturer of 
oleomargarine without having paid the special tax therefor, as uired by law, 
shall, besides being liable to the payment of the tax, be fined not less than one 
thousend and not more than five thousand dollars; and every person who car- 
ries on the business of a wholesale dealer in oleomargarine without having paid 
the special tax therefor, as required by law, shall, besides being liable to the pay- 
ment of the tax, be fined not less than five hundred nor more than two thousand 
dollars; and every who carries on the business of a retail dealer in oleo- 
margarine without having paid the special tax therefor, as required by law, shall, 
besides liable to the payment of the tax, be fined not less than fifty nor 
more than five hundred dollars for each and every offense. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Mr. Chairman, I move pro forma to amend by 
striking out the last word. I have thus far sustained, and will con- 
tinue to sustain, the efforts of the chairman of the Committee on Agri- 
culture to secure final action on this bill. I find myself, however, 
differing from the extreme views of some who are opposing and some 
who are favoring this bill. I am opposed to legislation which will sup- 
press any legitimate industry in this country. At the same time I am 
unwilling to seeany legitimate industry struck down and destroyed by 
a imitations of its products sold without restriction in the 
mai 

Iam not opposed to the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine in 
good faith as such, but I believe it to be wrong to permit that article to 
be manufactured as a counterfeit of pure dairy butter and fraudulently 
sold under the nse that it is butter. I wish to see preserved all 
the provisions of this bill which will compel a disclosure of the nature 
of substitute for butter in its manufacture and sale and thereby 
protect the producer and consumer from imposition. This is a free 
country and any citizen should enjoy the privilege of knowingly pur- 

ne if he desires to do so, but it isa 
country of law justice, therefore deception and fraud in our food 
product should be ted. 

In other words, I am in favor of legislation which will compel the 
manufacturers of oleomargarine to place it on the market under its 
true name and real character; but I am a to legislation which 
will prohibit its manufacture. While by the employment of deleteri- 
ous and uncleanly ingredients in its manufacture it is often unwhole- 
some, ree believe the article is sometimes made honestly and whole- 


THREATENED DANGER TO SMALL FARMING. 

Nor do I desire to urge legislation in the interest of one class to the 
detriment of any other; but, sir, it is our duty to recognize the danger- 
ous tendencies of the times, which, while lessening the prosperity of 
small farming, are concentrating the ownership of lands and the opera- 
tion of farms into the hands of the extremely wealthy. 


The distribution of our landed estate among the many is the surest 
somely that when so made it is a proper article for commerce. It | means for preserving our free institutions and the promotion of the 
is wrong, however, to permit the manufacturers of oleomargarine to | prosperity of the masses. Whenever the ownership of land in this 
perpetrate a fraud upon the producers of pure butter and those who | country comes under the control of corporated capital or of the million- 
may desire the pure article. This can be most effectually prevented | aires the masses of our farming classes will descend to the impoverished 
by bringing its manufacture and sale under the provisions of the in- | and pitiable condition of those of Europe. Then will this country be- 
ternal-revenue laws and the vigilance and power of the officers of the | come a land of barons and vassals—of millionaires and paupers. In 


Internal Revenue Bureau. In this way its true name and character 


order to prevent a landed monopoly and an impoverished condition of 

be and understood, and the counterfeit article may be | the farming classes it is necessary that small farms shall yield a profit 

fraudulent pretenses. to those who till them, for when they cease to become profitable or to 

At the manufacturers of oleomargarine by such false repre- | yield a comfortable living the owners will dispose of them and seek 
oe ts from the consumer, because | some other occupation for maintenance of themselves and families. 

it can be atone-half the cost of the purearticle,andthey | Can it be doubted that the prosperity of small farmers is dangerously 


are also undermining and destroying the business of producing genuine | threatened by the encroachments of corporated capital? Vast areas of 
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the most fertile soils have been accumulated by a few and converted 
into enormous farms where the labor is performed by machinery; there- 
by the cost of production of wheat and other farm products has become 
so cheapened and the price so reduced that the small farmers can not 
successiully compete or realize fair profit. It is becoming more pain- 
fully apparent every year that the net returns on the capital and labor 
invested in small farming are growing less and lessevery year. I shall 
not now discuss all the causes which in my opinion contribute to this 
result, but I will assert that among them will be found the effect of the 
encroachment of corporated capital upon the occupation of the farmer. 
It is seizing upon and monopolizing various branches of farming. 
Cattle raising for the market has passed to a large extent from the hands 
of the farmers into that of the owners of the immense ranches in certain 
Western and South western States and Territories. The manufacturers of 
oleomargarine now threaten to take away from them the dairy. 

If we can not altogether guard against the evil tendencies of the times 
by Congressional action, or check the power of corporated capital in its 
invasion upon the occupation of the farmer, we can at least in the bill 
before us furnish him with some relief by protecting him from the fraud 
perpetrated by the counterfeiting of his dairy products. 

THE FRAUDULENT PRETENSE OF OLEOMARGARINE. 

One of the most serious complaints raised against the traffic in oleo- 
margarine is that it is sold for pure butter, and that it is made in such 
imitation, in color, smell, and taste, that ordinarily the purchaser can 
not detect the difference. 

QUANTITY OF OLEOMARGARINE MANUFACTURED. 


The production of butter is not confined to the large dairies, but is 
more or less engaged in for the home and market by farmers all over 
the country. If the counterfeiters of butter are permitted to continue 


their deceptive practices the result will be heavy loss in the value of 


cows and in the ruin of the butter trade, for it is clear the farmer and 
dairyman can not successfully compete with such a perfect counterfeit 
which is produced at one half the cost of the genuine article. No one 
questions the fact that this spurious article is sold in immense quanti- 
ties as genuine butter. Indeed its manufacturers insist in most em- 
phatic terms that they have succeeded in so perfecting the deception 
that no expert is able without the most thorough chemical analysis to 
distinguish the difference between the pure and the counterfeit article. 
The production of oleomargarine has rapidly increased during the last 
few years. I have before me a report made to this House by the Com- 
mittee on Epidemic Diseases in the Forty-sixth Congress, which esti- 
mated that in 1880 the production was about 100,000,000 pounds. It 
is now estimated that the production last year reached 200,000,000 
pounds. Itis supposed that 200,000 pounds are made daily in Chicago. 

A little pamphlet just laid on our desks by the opponents of this leg- 
islation asserts: 

THE TRUTH; READ IT. 

A large proportion of the citizens of New York and vicinity have been eating 
for years past oleo! and butterineasbutter. Ata safe calculation there 
has been consumed in this vicinity at least 

SEVENTY-FIVE MILLION POUNDS, 


or a fifty-pound tub to every man, woman, and child. This is a startling fig- 
ure, 


IT 18 TRUE 


your poem have said that about all your retail dealers have been selling it, and 
au o 


THE PRESS DON'T LIE 
(only a good many about oleomargarine). Some of you have been eating it. 
READER, WHY NOT you? 
A SOLID FACT. 

New Yorx, April 2, 1886. 
This market is about cleaned out of eatable butter. About 7,500 tubs perday 
of the substitutes have been and are now being put on the market. Throw 

these out and what would be the price of butter to-day? 
SIXTY TO SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS PER POUND. 


A BUTTER DEALER. 


Coming as this does from the friends of oleomargarine, the accuracy 
of these statements will not perhaps be denied by them. 

Statistics show that last year nearly 38,000,000 of pounds of the oil 
and imitation of butter manufactured from oleomargarine was exported 
from this country. With these figures before us, who will say that the 
prosperity of a very important branch of our agricultural industry is 
not threatened ? 

IMPORTANCE AND VALUE OF THE DAIRY INTEREST. 

It has been asserted by those who have made the investigation that 
fifteen million milch cows worth $400,000,000 were employed last vear 
in the production of butter and cheese, and that 1,600,000,000 pounds 
of butter and 400,000,000 pounds of cheese were produced. The prod- 
uct of the dairy in this country has become enormous. 

The eminent statistician, Mr. Atkinson, of Boston, states: 


guiaseneet uced and consumed in this country in 1884 of dairy products, 


bread, $450,000,000 ; $360,500,000 ;; of and sirup, 
sare sea aee tea and ; fruit, and dry, t oeEs. 
$91,250,000 ; “300,000,000, pig-iron 500,000; wool, ; 
prods, $10,000,008. Tt will Aionsste bose shes dakey protects emeced times 


the cotton produced in the country, and were more than the combined con- 







— 


sumption of tea, coffee, wool, cotton, pig-iron, and thesilver produced, q}| ¢.)- 
together, by $34,000,000. 7a 

This shows that our dairy product exceeds three times in value {}. 
cotton crop, and is greater than all the tea, coffee, wool, cotton. pig- 
iron, and silver combined that is produced and consumed in this count,; 
Is it right that this vast industry should be fraudulently supplanted }), 
the manufacture of a bogus article? ; 

The honest producers of butter have no fear of competition wit) ¢),, 
manufacturers of oleomargarine, provided the manufacture and sale j, 
conducted in such a manner as to expose its true character and nano 
but it is asserted that not 1 per cent. of the entire product of the coun, 
terfeit article is sold to the consumer for what it really is. He buys j, 
under the supposition that it is the genuine article, and be usually pay, 
for it the price of pure butter. This is a fraud on the producer and tie 
consumer. 

TERMS OF THE BILL. 

It is believed that the bill before us will correct this evil. It is up. 
derstood that it was prepared by the secretary and solicitor of the 
American Agricultural and Dairy Association of America. The prin- 
cipal features of the bill require that manufacturers of oleomargarin, 
shall pay a special license tax of $600, the wholesale dealer $480, ang 
the retail dealer $48 per annum for the privilege of dealing in oleomayr- 
garine made in imitation of butter, and that a tax of 10 cents per pound 
shall be assessed and collected from the manufacturer. That it shal] 
be sold in packages marked, stamped, and branded in such a way as 
to disclose its true character. Severe penalties by fine and imprison- 
ment are provided against violations and evasions of the law, and its 
execution is placed under the control of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. And the ordinary machinery and force of the law governing 
the production and sale of spirits and tobacco are applied to the pro- 
duction and sale of oleomargarine. The provisions of the bill are not 
extended to the article except when made and sold in imitation of 
butter. 

I do not favor all the provisions of the bill. I believe some of them 
to be harsh and oppressive, and therefore I trust the bill will be amended 
before its final passage. I think the special license tax and the tax of 
10 cents per pound are far too high. I therefore favor a reduction in 
each. 

If its production is as great during the ensuing year as it was in the 
last a revenue of twenty millions would be derived from this article at 
this rate of taxation. 

With our present overflowing Treasury this amount of revenue is un- 
necessary. All unnecessary taxation is unjust taxation. The burden 
of taxation is already onerous and far too heavy and should be reduced. 
But in order to bring the regulation of this article under the stringent 
rules of the internal-revenue law I am willing that a small tax shall 
be placed on the article, and when the eighth section of the bil! is 
reached I shall offer an amendment reducing the rate of taxation to 2 
cents per pound. 

It is admitted on all sides that the only power which Congress has to 
legislate upon this subject is that which is derived from the power o! 
taxation, and therefore it is necessary that some tax shall be laid on the 
article in order that Congressional action may constitutionally reach 
it. Two cents per pound will raise ample revenue to defray al! the 
expenses attending the enforcement of the law. With the enormous 
profits derived from this business it can easily bear this tax if with its 
exposure the people wish to buy and use it. The object which I desire 
to see accom by this bill is to compel a disclosure of the nature 
of the article in order that a fraud against the producers and consum- 
ers of pure butter may be prevented. 

If this article is as wholesome and desirable as is claimed by its pro- 
ducers, it can fairly compete with genuine butter under its true name 
and color. This is a land of freedom where any one should be per- 
mitted to manufacture, sell, or purchase any article of food which is 
wholesome; but it is a land of law, and therefore the public should be 
pao from fraudulent impositions. As I have already stated the 
onest producer of genuine butter has no fear of competition with the 
manufacturer of oleomargarine if it is sold under its true name. The 
farmer and dairyman does not or should not ask protection from fair 
competition, butthey have a right to demand that legislation shal! pro- 
tect them from fraud. 
I would prefer to leave this question to the legislation of the States; 
but, like theregulation of interstate commerce, owing to the diversity of 
the laws of the different States on the subject, it can not be effectually 
and properly dealt with by State laws, and therefore it becomes neces- 
sary to resort to the legislation of the General Government. 


THE NATURE AND PROCESS OF THE MANUFACTURE OF OLEOMARGARINE 


Before finishing my remarks I wish to briefly call attention to the 
nature and process of the manufacture of oleomargarine. It was 10- 
vented during the Franco-Prussian war by Hippolite Mége, a Frenchman. 
An eminent authority in Massachusetts friendly to its production de- 


scribes the process of its manufacture as follows: 


It was, according to Hippolite Mi a demand such as this which led him to 
in the manufacture of a substitute for butter from the fat of 
for food. By his investigations he was led to believe that 

the only between butter and beef fat was that the latter contained an 


excess of stearine. He also came to the conclusion that the taste and smell of 











1886. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


5039 


en nn nn nnn nn nnn 


low are largely due to the want of care in its manipulation. 
omen bed the following method of paoceteve: 

The caul fat was to be taken as fresh as pane le and to be thoroughly washed, 
then chopped fine and rendered with a dilute solution of acid phosphate of lime 
ana the stomach of a or sheep at a temperature not exceeding auima! heat. 
(This heat has been vally raleed in reissues of his patent until, at the pres- 
ent time, it reads “at a heat not exceeding 125°F.” It is not ible to do good 
work at a tem: ure below 116° F.) After the fat is completely liberated by 
this process it is allowed to stand until the membrane settles; it is then drawn 
off into coolers and allowed to granulate and to cool to a temperature of about 
3 F. The fat is then placed in cotton-cloth press-bags and submitted toa 

erful press, the room being maintai at an even temperature of 80° 

The a nents produced is free from any disagreeable taste or odor. 
It is in fact a pure tallow oil, suitable for use as an article of food. In this state 
it makes an excellent substitute for lard. 

Such was the process as originally proposed by M. Mége. The process as now 
followed is much more simple, and omits some of the objectionable features of 
the Misia the fat, which is received warm from the slaughter-house, is 
sorted over, and bloody pieces thrown out; it is then at once placed in cold 
fresh water, where it is thoroughly washed. From this water, which not only 
washes it but serves to cool it, it is at once taken to hashing-machines similar 
to the ordi sausage-cutters, where it is cut into fine pieces. From these 
machines it falls at once into the rendering tanks, where it is rendered at a heat 
varying from 160° to 200° F., the object being to separate as quickly as possible 
the fat from the membrane. No “ gastric juice” or phosphate of lime is used. 
After the fat is well cooked a quantity of salt is added; this serves to separate 
the membrane more completely. After standing a few minutes the fat is then 
run off into barrels or other vessels, where it is allowed to settle and is crystal- 
lized. When it has cooled to about 95° to 100° F. it is pressed in the usual man- 


ner. 

After pressing, the oil is churned with milk or buttermilk, some genuine but- 
ter being frequently added; it is colored properly, and then run into ice-water 
or pounded ice, so as to prevent its crystallization, After this operation it is 
worked as ordinary butter. 

When well made it is a very fair imitation of genuine butter, being inferior to 
the best butter, but much superior to the low grades of butter too commonly 
found in the market. 


IS OLEOMARGARINE WHOLESOME? 
It is claimed by many that when properly made it is a wholesome 
and cheap substitute for butter, and that its production should be en- 


He 


couraged. 

On the other hand it is asserted by those opposed to its manufacture 
as an article of commerce that in the manufacture of the article almost 
any kind of animal fats are used, such as horses and dogs as well as 
of beef and hogs. 

I shall not hazard an opinion as to whether it is always wholesome 
and a proper food or not.’ I presume that if made from pure and whole- 
some materials it is wholesome. 

I am inclined to believe that when it is manufactured by a reputable 
firm like that of Armour & Co., and some others, of Chicago and else- 
where, it may not only be harmless, but a nutritious article of food. 
I will, however, present the views of some of those who insist that it 
is otherwise. The committee which reported this bill, in the report 
accompanying it, declares, in regard to the counterfeit article— 


That such imitations are not only disastrous to the dairy interest directly, and 
to all branches of agricuiture indirectly, but that they are detrimental to public 
health, being the fruitful cause of d and other diseases, 
Thatamong the articles and in used in the manufacture of such imita- 
tionsthere are the following: Nitric acid, sugar of lead, sulphate of lime, benzoic 
acid, butyric acid, glycerine, acid, commercial sulphuric acid, tallow, bu- 


tyric ether, ,caul, juice, curcumine, chlorate of potash, peroxide 

of magnesia, nitrate of soda, dry-blood albumen, saltpeter, borax, orris root, bicar- 

ret caparic acid, sulphite of soda, , lard, caustic potash, chalk, 

oil of sesame (or benne), turnip-seed sweet almonds, stomach of pigs, 
m 


sheep, ustard-seed oil bicarbonate of boraci 
tt = = id, salicylic 
\ 6 ead oil, alum, cows’ udders, sal ic acid, salicylic 


farinaceous flour, carbolic 
_ bark, olive oil, bromachloralum, oil of peanuts, sugar, caustic 

Several of the gentlemen who have engaged in this debate have as- 
the consumption of oleomargarine has produced Bright’s 
disease of the kidneys and it is otherwise detrimental to health. 

ADULTERATED FOOD AND OTHER PRODUCTS. 
In trath, Mr. Chairman, there is need for judicious legislation which 
public health from the injurious effect which results 
the ption of any food substances in the preparation of 
which poisonous and deleterious compounds have been used, and also 
of the manufacture of clothing and other articles; many such unwhole- 
some articles are now in use. 

Accompanying the report of the House Committee on Epidemic Dis- 
eases in 1881 is much valuable information on the adulteration of food, 
&e.,which was'eollected by Mr. George T. Angell, of Boston. I ask the 
attention of thé House toa portion of that information, which was fur- 
nished by gentlemen of high scientific attainments. and reliability. 
There is much valuable scientific information accompanying that re- 
port, relating to a number of articles of adulterated food-products; but 
not wishing to occupy much time and attention I will only ask leave to 
present the following extracts: 


POISONOUSLY ADULTERATED FOODS AND OTHER POISONOUSLY ADULTERATED 
ait ARTICLES IN AMERICAN MARKETS, 
[Some evidence in paper read Coe? szam, .,of Boston, bef. 
“ the Boston Board or Fede, ovember Li. 1580} F mae 
give all the evidence I have collected on this subject would uire a vol- 
ume. One paper which I have read upon it filled eleven and a nol caeepemer 


; The German Government had in 1878 231,478 samples of different articles ana- 
In Great Britain cee ieee te ee tae cs of 
Parliament, analyzed samples, and detected and exposed 2,978 adultera- 















acid in place of it—lemon-juice, &c. 
ous cases they were poisoned with lead and copper. 


meats, or fish put up in tin cans of any kind, 
and tin, both active poisons. 
fectionery, and pretty universally for adulteration. 


success in your efforts to call public attention to this subject. 


years. 





markets, believing it to be unfit for use and dangerous. 


a 


In other European countries stringent laws are enforced for the protection of 


public health against the poisonous and dangerous articles which would other- 
wise be sold in their markets. 


The object of this paper is to show that protection is quite as much needed in 


this country as on the other side of the ocean. 


{From Professor George A. Mariner.] 
No, 81 CLARK STREET, C¥ICAGO, October 18, 1879. 
Dear Sie: In answer to your questions, I would say that I have been an ana- 


lytical chemist to this city twenty-three years; am a graduate of the Lawrence 
Scientific School, chemieal department of Harvard University, and was during 
two years assistant of Professor Horsford in the laboratory. 
myself eutirely to chemical analysis and teaching chemical students ever since, 
I think I have had much the largest chemical practice of any man in the West. 
At the request of a highly respectable citizen of Chicago, I have examined four- 
teen brands of sugar, bought, as I understood, in this city; some granulated, 
some white, some colored, some coarse, and some fine. 
for impurities. 
an active poison. 
examined several sirups made essentially and entirely of glucose, and found in 
them chlorides of tin, calcium, iron, and magnesia, and in quantities which made 
them very poisonous. 
was told of one death. 


I have devoted 


Itested them thoroughly 
In twelve of the samples I found tin in the form of a chloride, 
The other constituents I can furnish if you desire. I have 


In one case a whole neighborhood was poisoned, and I 
I have in several cases found sugar of lead in vinegar. 

I look with suspicion upon our vinegar. I use fruit 
I never eat pickles. I have found in vari- 


I &se no vinegar myself. 


I have tested to some extent the cheap tinware sold in our markets, and have 
no hesitation in saying that there is great danger in using fruits, vegetables, 
‘They are liable to contain lead 
Terra alba is largely used in cream of tartar, con- 
I have found in many bak- 
ing powders alum instead of cream of tartar—a thing dangerous and injurious 
in all cases, I should say that I have come to expect adulteration, and to fear 
dangerous adulteration, in almost every article of the grocery kind. [have had 
large experience in the analysis of colored poisonous articles of clothing, being 
employed by one of the largest dry-goods firms of this city. I examined, I think, 
sixteen samples, and nearly all of them were poisonous. I have also analyzed 
for other parties. In one case a child nearly died from wearing colored stock- 
ings. I would like to add that I have analyzed numerous samples of cosmetics 
and powders used on the faceand hair. Almostall the hair cosmetics, including 
most of those in common use, I have found to be very poisonous, and many of 
the face powders and preparations I have found to contain arsenic or lead. [ 
should not be surprised if twenty thousand people in Chicago to-day were in- 
iuring their health and endangering their lives by the use of these cosmetics and 

»owders. You can hardly overestimate the present danger to public health 
on the large and growing sale of poisonous and dangerously adulterated ar- 
ticles in our markets, and you have my thanks and earnest wishes for your 
I would say that 
rrsonally known Dr. R. U. Piper, of this city, for more than twenty 
e has no equal in the West as a microscopist, and has had wide ex- 
perience asa chemist and physician. I should say most decidedly that there is 
no scientific man in Chicago whose evidence would be entitled to receive higher 


I have 


credit in our courts. 


Yours, respectfully, 
G. A. MARINER, Analytical Chemist. 
GEORGE T. ANGELL, Esq. 


[From Dr. R. U. Piper.] 


CuHIcaao, October 16, 1879. 
Dear Str: I have no hesitation in saying to you— 
First. That I have entirely abandoned the use of vinegar generally sold in our 
I know that sulphuric 
acid is largely used in its manufacture. 

Second. I never use the pickles generally sold in our markets. 
yellow pickles are quite as dangerous asthe green. I know that lead is largely 
used in their manufacture. Verdigris is used in making the green. 

Third. I have examined a large number of specimens of oleomargarine, and 
have found in them organic substances in the form of muscular and connective 
tissue, various fungi, and living organisms which have resisted the action of 
boiling acetic acid; also eggs resembling those of the tapeworm. I have them 
preserved, to be shown to any one who desires toseethem. The French patent 
under which cleomargarine is made requires the use of the stomachsof pigs or 
sheep. This is probably the way theeggsgetin. I have specimens of lean meat 
taken from oleomargarine. There can be no question that immense amounts 
of oleomargarine are sold and used as pure butter. I regard it as a dangerous 
article, and would on no account permit its use in my family. 

Fourth. Enormous amounts of the meats of diseased animals are sold in Chi- 
cago. I have made a large number of examinations. 

Fifth. I haye been informed of several cases of poisoning in this city from the 
use of canned meats. 

Sixth. I know that Professor G. A. Mariner, of this city, a chemist of twenty 
years’ standing, of as high reputation as any man in the West, and a personal 
friend of mine, has found chloride of tin—an active poison—in numerous 
samples of sugar he has examined ; also in some of them chloride of calcium—an- 
other poison. 

I do not dare to use the sirups commonly sold in our markets, and I use but 
little sugar, as I believe them nearly all adulterated. 

In regard to glucose, I am informed and believe that seven-eighths of all the 
sugar sold in Chicago is made of or adulterated with glucose. 

As now manufactured and used, I know that many of our eminent physicians 
believe it dangerous and productive of disease of the kidneys. The manufact- 
ure of glucose in this country is now enormous, and large factories are being 
built to increase its manufacture. 

I could fill a volume with the adulterations which I have found within a few 
years past in articles of food and drink in common use, by microscopical and 
chemical analysis. I have made more than a thousand microscopical examina- 
tions of milk in this city. I think that not over 10 per cent. of the milk sold 
here by dealers is wholesome and unadulterated. 

At your request, I would say that I am a physician of over twenty years’ prac- 
tice, and the t ten years I have given almost entirel? to chemical and micro- 
scopical analysis. I have written several volumes on scientific subjects—sur- 
gical, medical, &c.—and am well known to Drs. Storer, Hoimes, Henry J.Bigelow, 
Cutter, J. B. Treadwell, Harriman, and others of your city. 

Yours, truly, 
Grorcs T. ANGELL, Esq. 


I think the 


R. U. PIPER. 
[From J. M. Chapman, sugar dealer.] 
CHICAGO, October 17, 1879, 


Dear Sim: I have been in the sugar business about twenty years. Fifteen 


years our markets were filled with excellent sugars. Among the brands 
then cold, as I remember them, were Stewart's, Miller’s, Bradish, Johnson & 
Son's, Ockershausen’s, of New York; Lovering, of Philadelphia; Woods, 
Weeks & Co., of Baltimore; East Boston, Union, Salem T. Lamb, and Adams 
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refineries of Boston; J. B. Brown & Sons, of Portland,and many others, all of 
which were excellent sugars. Every one of these sugars have been driven out 
of our markets. For the past two years, with three or four exceptions, there 
have been, I believe, no pure sugars soldin Chicago. Theaveragesaleof 

now in this market is more than a thousand barrels a day. In my opinion not 
snore than one barrel in r hundred is pure sugar, the rest being what we call 
doctored goods, 


J. M. CHAPMAN. 
Grorce T. ANGELL, Esq. 


Who are these men? 
(Dr. Smart.) 


Dr. Charles Smart, United States Army, has pocenmyenaioee® a wide variety of 
articles, and says adulteration is now practiced in this country to as great, if not 
greater, extent than it was in England when the great agitation commenced 
there a few years ago. 

[Prize essays. ] 

A $1,000 prize was offered last year, through the United States Board of Trade, 
for best essays on adulteration, and four have been published. 

The writer of the first,G. W. Wigner,an Englishman, says, under British laws 
adulteration has been reduced from about 65 per cent. in 1860to about 16 per cent. 
in 1878, and in Canada under similar laws, from about 52 per cent. in 1876 to about 
26 per cent. in 1879, though he says, they still have in English markets tinned fish 
heavily contaminated with lead; sweetmeats colored with chromate of lead; 
hams externally coated with chromate of lead; bread containing large quanti- 


ties of alum ; and children’s powders and sleeping draughts containing poison- 
ous doses of narcotics, —— which used to be almost universally adulterated, 
are now good. This results 


rom ana laws enacted by Parliament, about 
four years ago, for the inspection and analysis of teas landed at any port of 
Great Britain. In the Sanitary Engineer of June 1,1880,I find that seven thou- 
sand chests of adulterated tea had n recently burned, under British laws, in 
British India. 

The second essay, written by V. M. Davis, of New York city, gives many adul- 
terations, and says, referring to this country: “‘ We believe it no exaggeration to 
say that adulteration is practiced wherever opportunity offers and pecuniary 
profit or commercial advan is made thereby.”’ 

The third, by Dr. William H. Newell, of Jersey City, N.J., gives among other 
poisons liable to be found in food and drink, ‘‘chromotes of lead, Brunswick 
greens, red oxide of lead, arsenite of copper, sulphate of copper, acetate of cop- 
per, carbonate of copper or verditer, car of lead or white lead, bisulphuret 
of mercury, sulphate of iron, gamboge, sulphate of lime, carbonate of lime, red 
ferruginous earths, and other injurious substances ; that potted meats, fish, and 
anchovies, cayenne, &c., are liable to contain red iead, or even bisulphuret of 
mercury ; and Fa ewes bottled fruits,and v bles to contain copper ;’’ and 
that ‘the ramifications of adulteration extend over this whole country.” 

The fourth and last is by Dr. O. W. Wight, commissioner of public health of 
Milwaukee. He names, under the head of usual adulterations of food and drink 
in this country, lead in canned vegetables and meats, corrosive sublimate in rind 
of cheese, poisonous colors in confectionery, caustic lime in lard, aniline colors 
in fruit jellies, preserves, sausage, and wine, salts of tin in s , coceulus indi- 
cus and tobacco in beer and ale, salts of copper in pickles, sulphuric acid in vin- 
egar, and about twenty-five other deleterious adulterations. He says it is use- 
less to attempt to estimate the number of deaths and the amount of sickness 
caused by adulterated foods and drinks, “ but the articles used are known, and 
the effects of such articles when taken into the human body.” 


[Professor Johnson.] 


Tn an essay read before the ‘‘American Social Science’ at Saratoga, on the 8th 
of last September, by Professor 8. W. Johnson, professor of chemistry in the Shef- 
field Scientific School, Yale College, I find, among other adulterations named, the 
following as liable to be found: 

Bread, with alum and sulphate of copper. 

Yeast, with alum. 

Pe gowser, with alum, terra alba, plaster of Paris, whiting, and kaolin. 
th a variety of articles. 

Cheese, with potatoes, beans, oleomargarine, vermilion, red chalk, sulphate of 
copper, arsenic, and corrosive sublimate. 

Tard’ with boiled starch, alum, and quicklime. 

Confectionery, with chromate of lead, red lead, vermilion, Prussian blue, cop- 
per, and arsenic. 

Pickles, with sulphuric acid and verdigris. 

Mustard, with yellow ochre and chromate of lead. 

Vinegar, with sulphuric acid, arsenic, and corrosive sublimate. 

Coffee, with roasted acorns, spent tan-bark, spent logwood, mahogany, saw- 
dust, and burnt liver of horses. 

Teas, with a great variety of articles. 


OLEOMARGARINE, 


Ihave spoken of glucose as a giant which has grown in afew years to colossal 
proportions. I will now speak of what I may properly call its twin-brother— 
oleomargarine. 

Few persons have any correct idea of the extent to which this article is now 
made in this country. A single firm in New York city has recently contracted 
— parties in pumeons for 300, 000 firkins, to be delivered this year, for packing 
oleomargarine butter. 

It is estimated that there was made in this country last year about a hundred 


millions of pounds. 

It is sold, as I am informed, in almost roy! butter stall in our Faneuil 
Hall market, and large quantities of it, I am informed, are ship: to Vermont 
to come back as Vermont butter. It is put up in beautiful forms as well as in 
tubs and firkins, and can not ordinarily be distinguished from the products of 
the milk of the cow. 

It is not enly filling our markets in the shape of butter, but also as cheese. 
Many creameries and many large dai as I am informed, are now mixing 25 
per cent. or more of oleomargarine oil with their cheese. 

Are these commodities unwholesome? Manufacturers will tell you they are 
even better than the > of the milk of the cow; and they will show you 
a ee oes tell different ote d the testimo: 

ve microscop’ w a ry, an ny 
of scientific men whom I believe. : 
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point of fact it was found by the academy experts in Paris that only an 
article was actually sold in commerce, and which appeared to injure th. 


ive organs of sick and debilitated persons. 
Mr. Michels, of New York city, a well-known microscopist and editor o¢ 
scientific journal, testifies that oleomargarine is simply uncooked, raw {,; ...” 


al, never 


subjected to sufficient heat to kill ites which are liable to bein it: that ti... 
who eat it run the risk of trichinge from the stomachs of animals » + ao 
chopped up with the fat in making it. He states that he has found in (: (jo. 
and muscle, and cells of suspicious nature, and that Mr. Saylor has a|.., ¢,,... 

in it positively identified germs of diseasc. —_ 

Mr. Michels further states that all the caul fat of oxen brought to Ne,, 
city in a week would not supply one factory four days, yet there w.,, 
seven factories in New York city, and heasserts that there can be no doy, 
fats and grease of various descriptions are used in making oleomargar),. 

The eminent English chemist, Professor Church, states that he has fou): j, 
— fat, fat from bones, and fats such as are ordinarily used for making ¢),. 

es. 

But the gentleman who, probably more than any one else, bas written y), 
this subject is Dr. R. U. Piper, of Chicago, concerning whom the chief. j::<¢j., 
the superior court of that city, and three other judges, certify “that the «, 
mony of no other scientific gentleman of that city would, in their judy 
entitied to higher respect.” 

Dr. Piper says his attention was first called to the subject by an arti: |. 
lished by Mr. Michels, before referred to, in the American Journal of Mi: \: 
Since then he has examined a large number of specimens. He tes‘ ii) 
while no true butter can carry trichne, eggs of the tape-worm, &c.. he lias found 
in oleomargarine not only organic substances in the form of muscular and con. 
nective tissue, and various fungi, but also living o isms which have resisted 
boiling acetic acid,and eggs resembling those of the tape-worm: thes has 
preserved to be shown to any who may desire to see them, and he has also q):. 
croscopic phot phsofthem. He thinks these may get in through the stom- 
achs of pigs and sheep used in making the article, though he has found jp j; 
specimens of uncooked meat. His conclusion is that it is a dangerous article 
and that he would on no account permit its use in his family. 

The Rev. E. Huber, microscopist, of Richmond, Va., writes in the Southern 
Clinic of May, 1880, that oleomargarine differs in its microscopical appearsice a 
well as in its nutritive and dietetic qualities from true butter; that the fats in i 
are not subjected to a heat sufficient to destroy the germs of septic and putre. 
factive organisms, and that there may also be introduced into the system ty its 
means the eggs which develop in tape-worm. And he also states that he has 
frequently found in oleomargurine eggs resembling those of the tape-wor 

“Mr. Michels says I have reason to believe that the refuse fat of at least one 
pork-packing establishment is used for oleomargarine; and as the trade in 
creases, fat of every description will probably be offered for sale; even that 
from the carcasses of diseased animals may be purchased without guilt) 

edge of the managers. 

Professor Piper says it is not unreasonable to suppose that one of these popu- 
lated stomachs chopped up with the fat,even if washed and cleaned, may con- 
tain thousands of living organisms. 

From an article in Boston Herald of January §,1881,I find that Dr. George 2. 
Harriman, a most respectable microscopist of Boston, well known to me, lias re- 
cently examined some twenty specimens of oleomargarine obtained from dif- 
ferent dealers, and has found in every specimen more or less foreign substances, 
a variety of animal and vegetable life. Among these were corpuscles from 4 
cockroach, and small bits of claws; the blood corpuscles of sheep; the egg ofa 
tape-worm. Yeast was found sprouting in considerable quantities, and spores 
of fungi were very prevalent; a portion of a worm,a dead hydra viridis, por- 
tions of muscular fibers, fatty cells, and eggs from some small parasite were 
among the discoveries. 

I find also in the American Journal of Microscopy of October, 1878, a letter 
from the celebrated English microscopist, W.H. Dailinger, said to be the ¢ 
est living authority on this subject, in which he shows that oleomargaritc is not 
subjected to a heat sufficient to kill the living organisms which refuse {.ts are 
liable to contain. 

In view of the 
port of the Fren 

















knowl- 





t and increasing magnitude of this business; and thie re- 
Academy of Medicine; and the discoveries of the scientific 


gentlemen before named; and the danger of using the raw fats and stomachs 
of diseased animals, and of those that die on the cars, which number hundreds 
of thousands annually; or of pleuro-pneumonia; or of cattle fever; or of hog 


cholera; I think we have no reason to rejoice over the erection of these enor- 
mous factories which are now supplying the tables of our hotels, restaurants, 
boarding-houses, and private families with oleomargarine butter and chees: 

Whatever else may be said by the great capitalists engaged in their manu- 
facture, one thing they can not honestly deny, namely, that not three sven or 
women in a hun would eat an ounce of these articles if they could know 
by color or otherwise what they were eating. 

No man would knowingly give his wife or children for butter the raw un- 
cooked fats of animals that may have died of cattle plague, hog cholera,or 
other diseases. But how manufacturers are to gue either themselves or the 
public against the fats of such animals isa problem which no manufacturer or 
chemist employed by him has, thus far, to my knowledge, attempted to explai: 

If any one shall ever assert that such fats can not be used, Iam prepared with 
evidence to ve the contrary. 


A new article of butter and cheese has recently made its appearance in Wes'- 
ern markets containing from 50 to 75 per cent. ef hog’s lard. The Chicago Tri- 
bune, of November 17, 1880, states that fifteen factories in that city are now en- 


in its manufacture, and that one article used in making the cheese wil! 
eat through the oak barrels in which it is kept. Concerning its effects on the 
human stomach I have, thus far, no evidence. 
Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, addressed the committee. [See Ap- 
dix. 
i. CMILLIN addressed the committtee. [See Appendix. | 
Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. I do not believe that if this bill becomes 
law butterine will cease to be manufactured and sold. It will no longer 
be soldas butter. It will besold for whatit really is. If butterine can 
be sold to the consumer under its own name asa substitute for butter, 


dai will have no right to complain. They would have no morc 
right to complain than if olive oil, or even purified cotton-seed 01!, wer 


to be generally used in this country as an article of food, as olive oil is 
in some of the countries of Southern Europe. : 
But dairymen have a right to say that their product shall 20! ' 
counterfeited. This right of the dairyman is identical with the mg" 
of the consumer. In ord cases the consumer may a a 
own intelligence to protect himself against impositions. By the © 
ercise of a reasonable of caution he can himself from 
frauds in under-weight and in under-measure. If he can not detect 
a paper-soled shoe on he detects it in the wearing of it, and 
in one way or another he can impose a penalty upon the fraudulent 
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vender. Asa general rule the doctrine of Jaissez faire can be applied. 
Not so with many of the adulterations of food. Scientific inspection 
js needed to detect the fraud, and scientific inspection is beyond the 
reach of the ordinary consumer. In such cases the Government should 
intervene. This is generally admitted to be a reasonable doctrine. 
Many of the nations of Europe and many of the States of this Union 
have recognized their obligations to their citizens to protect them 

inst frauds which can not be detected by ordinary inspection, and 
have passed statutes imposing penalties against adulterations of food, 
whether injurious to health or not. 

But it is said that legislation by the States of this Union is suffi- 
cient. Congress, it is said, ought not tointerfere. True it is that Con- 
gress as a general thing may well leave to the jurisdiction of the several 
States laws relating to the public health and laws imposing a penalty 
upon frauds of venders. But there are exceptions to the rule, and the 
subject covered by this bill is one of them. When I hear gentlemen 
insist that the fraudulent sale of butterine as butter may be safely left 
to the jurisdiction of the several States and ought not to be handled by 
Congress, I am reminded of an episode in my legislative experience. 

Some years ago I was a member of the State senate of Illinois. 
There came before that body a measure somewhat like this; whether 
it related solely to oleomargarine or included other adulterations of 
food I have forgotten. Oleomargarine was certainly included, and I 
think had a prominent place in the bill and in the discussion upon 
the bill. The bill was supported by about the same arguments that 
we have heard on the floor of this House in support of this bill. It 
was strenuously opposed. What do you suppose, Mr. Chairman, was 
the main argument used against it? It was nothing less than this: 
That thesubject could not be effectively handled by a State Legislature, 
and therefore must be left to the action of The reasoning 
was this, and it struck meas having considerable force: Oleomargarine- 
makers in Alinois manufacture not merely for consumption in I!linois, 
but also for consumption in Missouri and other States. 

0 makers in Missouri manufacture partly for consump- 
tion in Illinois. It is practically impossible to detect and arrest the 
product as it to and fro across State lines. However strict the 
law against it might be in Illinois, we could not be sure that other 
States would pass similar laws and enforce them strictly against the 
sale of oleomargarine for consumption in Illinois. We might suppress 
the manufacture in Illinois and thereby benefit the manufacturers in 
other States. The consumer in Illinois would not be protected. He 
would simply eat butterine not made in Illinois but made in some other 
State. Nothing will be effective except a national law, enforced every- 
where with equal strictness throughout the United States. This was 
the argument which I heard against the enactment of an anti-butterine 
law by a State 

Now I find myself in and the butterine bill is in Congress, 
too. And when I listen for the substantial objections to such a bill, 
lo, and behold! I find that it is claimed that it is not a fit subject for 
national legislation, because it belongs properly in the State Legislature. 

That is to say, when I was in the State senate and the butterine bill 
was there I was told that it ought not to be there because it ought to 
be here, while now that I am here and the butterine bill is here I am 
told that it ought not to be here because it ought to be there. 

Perhaps the wisest course would be to assume that it might properly 
be in both places at the same time. We ought to supplement with 
Congressional action the supervision of the subjects by the States. We 
impose an internal-revenue tax on beer and whisky, and it claims to 
be enforced uniformly in all the States of the Union. But the sale of 
beer and whisky is also subject to regulation by the States. One State 
permits it under a low license, another State permits it under a high 
license, while still another does not permit it at all. Even counties 
and cities within the same State may adopt varying regulations on the 
subject and may vary them from time to time. 

So with butterine. We may lay an internal-revenue tax upon it every- 
where within the United States. We may supervise its manufacture 
and sale by Federal officials. At the same time we leave to the several 
States to a vet further regulations they shall impose within their 

its. 


The advantages to be gained by national supervision are twofold. 
We prevent a frand upon the consumer. We afford a safeguard to the 
public health. There is no doubt in my mind that some butterine is 
wholesome food. There is just as little doubt that, as it is sometimes 
made, it is injurious to health, to say the leastof it. And as the or- 
dinary consumer can not detect the difference between that which is 
properly made and that which is not, it is a legitimate function of 
Ps to give the citizen the means of ascertaining whether it 

wholesome or unwholesome. It isa great step in the right direc- 
= to compel the retail dealer, if he sells it at all, to sell it for what 


When I butter I am tolerably secure against serious harm. If 
Dee made, it is not usually dangerous to health unless 


to betray itself tothesenses. Ineed no warning against 
adulterations to health when I buy butter. And, therefore, 
when I buy butterine as butter I am liable toinjury without warning. 
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But when I buy butterine as butterine I am put on my guard, and I 
shall be likely to investigate the quality of the butterine that I buy; 
that is, I know Iam buying something which, if carefully made, con- 
tains nothing injurious to health, but which, if carelessly or improp- 
erly made, carries, it is said, the germs of disease. 

Mr. Chairman, I think that when we have goue as far as this we have 
gone far enough. If we can see to it that butterine is sold only under 
its own name to the consumer, we can safely leave to the consumer the 
task of distinguishing between good butterine and bad. He will be 
aided first by the natural rivalry between butterine and butter, and 
secondly by the rivalry between different makers of butterine. The 
rivalry between different makers of butterine will be a very effective 
agency in extirpating the unwholesome product. It does not operate 
effectively now, because a very large part of the butterine now manu- 
factured is intended to be sold to the consumer as butter. It is not 
seriously pretended that it is sold as butter by the manufacturer to the 
wholesale dealer or by the wholesale dealer to the retailer. The fraud 
intervenes between the retailer and the consumer. 

If this bill becomes a law the manufacturer, in order to find a mar- 
ket, will be obliged to take upon himself the trouble and expense of 
persuading the consumer to buy it for what it is. He can do this only 
by making a pure and wholesome article. He must persuade the con- 
sumer that it is wholesome and pure. 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, if any butterine-maker is willing to put 
his product into sealed and stamped packages, which can pass from the 
manufacturer to the wholesale dealer, and from the wholesale dealer to 
the retail dealer, and from the retail dealer, with the stamps still un- 
broken, to the consumer he ought to be allowed to do so. If this 
course were adopted by any one or a few prominent manufacturers all 
oleomargarine that can not stand the est of the microscope will soon 
vanish from the market. 

To give the manufacturer this right is to treat him as we treat the 
manufacturer of tobacco. When the consumerof smoking-tobacco wants 
to buy 4 or8 ounces of a particular brand he does not have to depend 
on the integrity of the retail dealer to give him what he wants. The 
retailer gives him a4or 8 ounce package, which has been put up, sealed, 
and stamped in the factory. He knows just what he gets. If he finds 
any defect init he can place the responsibility upon the manafacturer, 
and the fact that the identity of the thingsold can be traced back from 
the consumer to the manufacturer will compel the manufacturer either 
to make a wholesome article or to retire from business. An article so 
packed and stamped by the manufacturer can not besold as butter. It 
can not be used as an instrument of fraud. It can not injure the pub- 
lic health. To forbid the use of such packages is to encourage the prac- 
tice of fraud on the consumer by the retail dealer. 

As the bill now stands the manufacturer must pack the product in 
packages of not less than 10 pounds, while the retail dealer is re- 
quired to sell from the original package. The retailer whose customer 
wants 1 or 2 pounds must dish the requisite amount out of the 10- 
pound package. I desire to amend the bill at the proper time, so that 
the retailer may sell to the consumer a 1 or 2 pound package just as it 
comes, with the seals and the internal-revenue stamps unbroken, from 
the factory. To effect this change will require certain amendments to 
section 6 of the bill. I trust that the committee will recognize that 
these amendments will practically improve the measure. 

Mr. CURTIN. Mr. Chairman, if this is a bill to raise revenue the 
pains and penalties proposed to be placed upon the manufacturer or the 
seller are too high to bear the burdens proposed by the act under con- 
sideration. The tax proposed to be imposed upon this article can not 
produce revenue. If revenue is the object, make the pains and penal- 
ties less, and the tax less onerous, and you produce revenue. If the 
Object of the bill is to legislate an industry of this country out of ex- 
istence, the tax is not high enough, and the pains and penalties are not 
in proportion to produce such a result. 

If it is true, as claimed, that the article now under consideration pro- 
duces disease and contagion and death, where is the evidence? I do 
not say that we should depend upon chemical analysis. Let us go to 
the facts. If humanity is disturbed or diseased by the use of this ar- 
ticle, we are without any evidence before this House to that effect. If 
such is the fact, we should consider directly the question of abolishing 
the production of this article altogether as deleterious and injurious to 
the public health. 

If the object of the bill is revenue, make your tax low and your pains 
and penalties lower; then you will get revenue, as you have done upon 
whisky. Let us not, standing within the mere letter of the Constitu- 
tion, undertake by indirection through heavy taxation and severe pain3 
and penalties toexclude an articleof food fromthe market. As weall 
know, the farmer is the great producer. His industry, which raises 
from the earth that which supplies to man his food—an industry which 
makes this country great and powerful—should not be tampered with, 
but should be fostered and protected for its benefits and blessings, and 
not by the destruction of other industries. I am not quite sure that 
the farmers of the country claim such exclusive and personal benefits 
which manifestly injure the business and meansof livingof others, who 
are equally entitled to fair and just government. 
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| was taking up my time. 


But whatever we do, let us not fight any branch of industry by in- | 
direction, as this bill clearly does in all its essential discrimination. 

Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to the centralization of all power here | 
in Washington, and especially those reserved to the States, where the 
real power is large for the protection of persons and property of the | 
citizen. But assuming that the gentleman from Georgia is correct in | 


his statement of the law passed by that State, suppose the adjoining | 


State should not pass sucha law, then the maker of oleomargarine would 
go to that State, just as under the system of allowing the several coun- 
ties in a State their ‘‘ local option ’’ as to the use or sale of ardent spirits, 
if one county adopts the prohibition and the adjoining county permits 
the sale and use of intoxicating liquors, the business is destroyed in 


one county, while the adjoining county makes profit from that destruc- | 


tion. If, in the manufacture of oleomargarine, there is anything so 
pernicious as represented, let us put it down by direction, not by indi- 
rection. 

jut, Mr. Chairman, suppose we carry out the principle of this Jegis- 
lation. Suppose we raise a tax upon spurious coffee, so much com- 
plained of and so deleterious. Suppose we tax molasses, so much of 
which is made of rags until people are afraid to use the article. Sup- 
pose this principle were applied to the manufacture of whisky. In 
Pennsylvania we produce rye whisky. Suppose the Pennsylvania pro- 
ducers of whisky from rye should come to this august assemblage of 
the nation’s wisdom, representing that whisky made of corn produces, 
as the papers say, Bright’s disease, and asking that corn whisky be 
legislated out of existence by taxation. Every member on this floor 
from Kentucky would protest earnestly against such legislation [laugh- 
ter], and in that protest they would be joined most emphatically by 
members from the State of Ohio. 

Again, Mr. Chairman, the e:f€erprise of the South is introducing on 
the slopes of the mountains there the culture of the olive, which is 
likely to be a great success. Suppose, when that industry shall be suc- 
cessful, the producers of olive oil should determine that the production 
of the oil expressed from the cotton seed should be legislated out of ex- 
istence. You will have parties interested in the manufacture of olive 
oil knocking at the doors of this House and asking such legislation. 

Mr. TILLMAN. California already produces large quantities of 
olive oil. 

Mr. CURTIN. I know that fact; but if the producers of olive oil 
should succeed in convincing Congress that the production of the oil 
from cotton seed should be legislated out of existence that production 
would go to the wall, and one of the great staples of a part of this coun- 
try would suffer destruction. 

Sir, I would like to find where are the graveyards in which are buried 
those persons whose lives have been shortened by the use of the article 
we are now asked to legislate against. There is not before the House 
any evidence of the fearful diseases or contagions which it is alleged to 
produce. Mr. Chairman, the average American ought to know, if he 
does not, what he buys. He ought to be the judge of what is useful 
food for himself and family, and he hasa right to get for his family 
what he and they eat where he can buy it on the most reasonable terms; 
that is a personal right of every American citizen of which he should 
not be deprived. Mr. Chairman, there is not a country in Europe 
which does not cause all food to undergo a rigid examination, and of 
the liquids used as well, and it must be fresh in the memory of the 
members of this House since our beef and pork were excluded from the 
markets of Germany. To such legislation I would give my hearty 
approbation. 

FHtere the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr, Chairman, I desire to say to my friend from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. CurtTIN] if it is shown that any kind of whisky 
produces Bright’s disease I would not oppose voting it out of existence 
simply because it might benefit some other person who made som 
else. It is sufficient to know it is producing disease, and thatit is unfit 
for use. 

Mr. CURTIN. Is that to be taken out of my time, Mr. Chairman? 
[Great laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. MILLIKEN. [have the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order, asit is impos- 
sible to understand what is going on unless members will resume their 
seats. 

Mr. CURTIN. Why, sir, there is not a nation on the face of the 
globe which does not have provision of law for the inspection of food 
sold to the people. How is it about your pork and about your beef 
sent to Germany; are they not inspected? 

Mr, MILLIKEN. I insist upon being allowed to proceed. 

Mr.CURTIN. Do nottake uptoomuchofmytime. [Great laugh- 


ter. ] 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair requests gentlemen to resume their 


seats. 

Mr. CURTIN. If you wish to make sanitary regulations, then make 
them like men and let us understand that they are sanitary regulations, 
and for that purpose only. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has expired, and the Chair recognized the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. 
MILLIKEN], who is entitled to the floor. 


} 


— 
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Mr. CURTIN. Oh, I beg the gentleman’s pardon; I thought he. 

The CHAIRMAN. No; the gentleman’s has expired. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I have the floor, I believe. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Iam on the floor and the gentleman can ; 
me off without my consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending amendment is exh. 
The formal amendment was submitted by the gentleman from I|}ino;. 
to strike out the last word. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I move to strike ont the last two words 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Chairman, it would give me great gratifice,. 
tion to have the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. CURTIN] make my 
speech if he was on the right side, for I have no doubt he would mae 
a much better speech than I could. 

I was proceeding to say when interrupted that this bill seems to |e 
fought by a few gentlemen here with a persistency equal to the profits 
in this fraudulent business, and in a way as unwarranted as the prod- 
uct itself is dishonest. It is fought by every manner of filibustering. 
and by introducing amendments frivolous in the last degree. And jt 
has been fought in a legitimate way, too, with a great deal of skill. 

It gives me pleasure always to listen to the very eloquent remarks of 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], and I never lis- 
ten to him with more delight than when he gets upon his favorite prop- 
osition that one man or one industry should not be taxed for the ben- 
efit of another. There is a little trick of oratory in this—and I do not 
say it in an offensive way, for it has been used by great orators in the 
past as well as in the present—and that is to urge upon the House, or 
upon the audience, as the case may be, a proposition which they en- 
tirely agree with, and get them thoroughly warmed up and enthusiastic 
in their embrace of that proposition, and then by a skill which only 
the accomplished orator understands transfer that enthusiasm to the 
subject which is before them. So my friend made his remarks and 
argued upon this proposition that one industry should not be taxed out 
of existence for the benefit of another. Who disputes the correctness 
of that proposition? Noone in this House. No one disputes it at all. 
But, sir, that is not the question before the House. The question is 
whether we should raise a revenue on a manufactured article which is 
stated to be afraud. The evidence of its fraudulent character is that 
it stalks forth not under its own name, but under thatofanother. It 
has gone out, ever since its invention, to the country as butter and not 
as oleomargarine. And I say that the fact that it assumes a disguise, 
fearing that its name would discover its bad character, is evitlence that 
it isa fraud. He who counterfeits food is worseand more wicked than 
he who counterfeits money, and deserves to suffer a severer penalty. 

Now in favor of what industry do our friends on theother side say this 
legislation is to operate? Is that legislating for one industry against 
another when you legislate this fraud out of existence in favor of the 
honest farming element of the country? Why, Mr. Chairman, itis the 
very father and mother of all industries. The farmer produces the 
prime necessities of life. You all know that every man here, whether 
he be a farmer, or a doctor, or a lawyer, or anything else, is as closely 
identified and interested in the avocation of the farmer, that avocation 
which produces all we eat and drink and the material of all we wear, 
as the man himself who pursues that avocation. 

Not only that, sir, but it is that which gives to the great cities its 
manhood. There is not a city on earth that could live for three hun- 
dred years if the country did not furnish it with its manhood as weil as 
with food. The strong man comes from the country, where, bred in 
the pure air, he acquires strength and vigor. He comes to the city, 
but in its turmoils and cares and interests he exhausts his manhood 
and his strength. He can not reproduce himself. The country that 
sent him must send another in his place. 

The farmers are the conservative force of the country, to be relied 
upon in times of excitement which threaten the good order and salcty 
of society. 

Who ever heard of a riot of farmers? They are not those who pull 
down the column Vendéme, who destroy the Tuileries, with all those 
records so valuable to mankind. They are rather the conservators of the 
genius and labor of the past. They are neither communists, socialists, 
nor anarchists. They areas - others are sober-minded and a. 
Their patriotism is proverbial. Their possessions are a part of the 
country itself. They can not pocket these and t for other lands. 
If we have bad government they can not escape it. They must live 
under and suffer it or improve it. 

Hence they have been of all people the most to be relied upon to 
stand ly by real and needed movements of reform, while they 
have been the first and strongest to defend good government and whole 
some laws. 

Amid the mutterings and threatenings and bloody collisions in our 
great cities who does not see the wisdom Agee sorry this great 
conservative element of our nation, the thinking, intelligent, 

farmers? How soon we shall need their conservative pow¢' 
no one can say. Let us see that they are not driven from their useful 
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fields of labor by any great and powerful interests that stand behind a 
counterfeit. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. MORGAN. I hope the chairman of the committee will yield 
me five minutes. I want to say a word for these farmers. 


Mr. HATCH. Very well; I will withdraw the motion. 


Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Chairman, the farmers of this country have | 


been so persistently misunderstood, not to say misrepresented, in the 
course of this debate that I shall ask the House to give me only the 
brief spaceof five minutes to enable me to set them right, if they need 
to beset right, before this committee. I ask that time only to set at rest 
some of the misrepresentations that have been made with reference to 
the pending question. —_— : : 

It has been stated on this floor, and reiterated time and again, that the 
farmers are here demanding financial protection for their industries, and 
] reply that such is not the truth. They do not ask any such protec- 
tion. They ask protection not for the purpose of advancing the value 
of the products of the farms and dairies, but they simply ask the pro- 
tection of the law of the land; that protection which is thrown around 
all of our citizens in their property, and just as every other citizen in 
the land is entitled to protection under the Constitution and the law 
to life, liberty, and property. They ask that and nothing more, and 
to say that they make any other demand is to say that which can not 
be sustained. ‘They are not asking here protection in the sense that 
their products may be advanced in value, but they ask the protection, 
I repeat, of the law of the land; that and nothing else. 

This is a subject with which we had to deal in the committee, and 
we investigated it, and I have the testimony before me. That ques- 
tion was asked Mr. Reall, the president of the American Agricultural 
and Dairy Association, and nobody will dispute his capacity toanswer 
it. He was asked what protection do you want; and are you endeav- 
oring to break down this industry in order to build up that of the 
dairy ? 

What is his answer? He says: 

We only want fair competition, and care not how great it is if it be with a gen- 
une 

That is all they demand. They do not want to come into competi- 
tion with their own stolen name. Are you not willing to accept the 
statement of the head of the agricultural organization of the United 
States? Are you not willing to accept the truth of his statement? 
What does Mr. Littler say, who is secretary of the Iowa Dairy Asso- 
ciation, secretary of the Chicago Produce Exchange, and the head of 
the great Western organization? When asked the question, What do 
you desire the protection for—is it one industry against another? His 
answer Was: 

No, sir; we a3k nothing of the sort; honest competition can be no cause of 
complaint upon our part. 

What do you say to that, gentlemen? Is that in harmony with the 
statement you are making here that this is an effort to build up the 
butter interests of the country at the expense of a legitimate industry ? 
What does Mr. Hughes say, the president of the Baltimore Produce 
Exchange? He said that they do not want legislation for the purpose 
ir BUTEERWORTH. 

Mr. B WORTH. Then a nominal tax is all that is required. 
Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Hughes says in response to similar questions 
asked him: 

Put e or butterine in competition with butter as it is turned out 
the beef fat or lard and it will not affect butter in the least. 


Mr. Chairman, that is the uniform tenor of all the testimony taken. 
All they ask is fair competition. Then what do you gentlemen com- 
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plain They say that the fraudulent character of this compound 
and its sale under the name of “‘butter”’ is an evil, an injury, and an 
injustice, and it is that of which they complain. Mr. Hughes says all 
we ask is to have this compound placed before the country in its proper 
light. Mr. Littler says ali we ask is that the country may have infor- 
mation of the sale of this product under its proper colors to protect 
them. He wants the people to be informed of what it is, and not that 
it shall sail under false colors. What then becomes of your charge that 
this is an endeavor on the part of the farmers to break down one great 
industry to build up or help their own? 


as to the constitutional power to levy the tax. 
he gece a Maly have the power to levy such 
for the support of the Government, and these taxes 
and objects to be selected by Congress. 
an artiele on which revenue is to be raised, by 
to be governed? Can you select one better 
question? for this will be a tax not only 
one which at the same time protects the prop- 
the farmers have in the good name and in the good wil! which that 
to one of their principal products. 
ordishonesty? Are you willing to protect 
its own good name? If you are against dis- 
eo oew maak 
and how can you select the property to 
how much is necessary to break down the indus- 
took testimony also upon this point of dishonesty 
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in the sale of this product with a view to profits and raising revenue, 
and the testimony shows that not more than 1 per cent. of the whole of 
this stuff that is sold in the country has been sold for what it really is. 
It is never sold for anything else than butter. 


Mr. TILLMAN (from his seat). How about bad whisky 

Mr. MORGAN. There is no fraudulent whisky. My friend thinks 
all whisky is good. [Laughter.] But here isa substance made ata 
cost of 7} cents a pound which is sold for butter for not less than 26 
cents a pound, and often retails at from 30 cents to 36 cents a pound. 
If 200,000,000 pounds of this stuff is sold at a dishonest profit of 200 
per cent., is not here a splendid and legitimate field to turn at least 


100 per cent. of that profit from the pocket of the fraudulent 
the coffers of the Government ? 
pose a tax, where is one? 

Good butter can not be made for less than 20 cents per pound; the 
best oleomargarine or butterine can be made for 7} cents per pound. 
Here is, then, under the inexorable law of production, a protective 
tariff of about 175 per cent. per pound in favor of this product. It will 
always sell at retail at the price of butter, or just enough under to com- 
mand the trade. No person can tell it from the smell, from the taste, 
or by the eye from creamery butter. It is given the favor, the savor, 
and the flavor of butter, and its steals its good name and its good will 
with consumers. Neither whisky nor tobacco, both of which should 
be taxed as long as money is required to be raised to support the Gov- 
ernment, affords so just a field for taxation. Without burden to the 
people, or even affecting the price of the article, a splendid revenue 
can be raised from it. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I submit the amendment which I send 
to the desk. ‘ 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to section 4 the following: 

“Provided, Thatthe provisions of this,and the preceding sections, shall not 
apply to any manufacturer, wholesale or retaildealer in oleomargarine who, 
under such rules and regulations as shall be established by the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue, shall show to the satisfaction of said Commissioner that 


the cleomargarine manufactured, sold, or offered for sale by them or either of 
them isas wholesome in every respect as butter.” , 


vender to 
If this is not a suitable place to im- 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. 
I send to the desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read for information. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


Strike out of line 4 of section 4 the words “ one thousand "’ and insert “ fifty ;" 
and strike out ofline 9 the words “five hundred” and insert “ fifty.” 


I offer the amendment which 


Mr. HATCH. I am advised by the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. 
BRECKINRIDGE] and the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. WARNER] that 
they do not desire to speak to this amendment. The debate on this 
section has already run forty or fifty minutes. I ask unanimous con- 
sent that debate on this section and amendments thereto be closed. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Oh, no. 

Mr. HATCH. Then I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. BAYNE. I think unanimous consent may be had. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri asks unanimous 
consent that debate on the pending section and amendments thereto be 
closed. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I guess we had better do it in the regular way. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union having had under consideration the 
bill (H. R. 8328) had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of con- 
sidering bills raising revenue. And pending that motion I move that 
all debate upon the pending section of the bill (H. R. 8328) and amend- 
ments thereto be limited to one second. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair, and resumed the 
consideration of the bill H. R. 8328. 

The CHAIRMAN. By orderof the House all debate on the pending 
section and amendments thereto is limited to one second. The Clerk 
will read the amendment submitted by the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], which isan amendment to the text of the section. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I desire to make a parliamentary in- 
quiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. With the liberality with which this 
discussion has been conducted heretofore I presume the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Hatcu] will divide the time. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HATCH. Iwill be more generous than that. I will yield it all 
to my colleague. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky, was 
again read. 
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The CHAIRMAN. All debate on the section and amendments 
thereto is limited to one second. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I have that second. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Missouri will proceed. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I wish to say that in all—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
[ Laughter. ] 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is next on the amendment sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. WARNER]. 

The amendment was again read. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 32, noes 95. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I wish to reserve the point of no 
quorum for the purpose of making an inquiry. I do not wish to delay 
the vote on this bill, Is the gentleman who has charge of it willing 
that a vote should be taken on this amendmentin the House? I look 
upon it as being material, and have offered it in good faith. 

Mr. HATCH. So far as I am personally concerned I would have no 
objection. But I have acted in this matter for the committee that have 
this bill in charge; and I do not regard the amendment offered by the 
gentleman in the light he does. I think it would be utterly impossi- 
ble and impracticable to carry it out. There is no such thing as oleo- 
margarine that is as wholesome in every respect as butter. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I do not make the point as to a quo- 
rum. 

So (farther count not being called for) the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

The Clerk read section 6, as follows: 

Sec. 6. That all oleomargarine shall be packed by the manufacturer thereof 
in firkins, tubs, or other wooden packages not before used for that purpose, each 
containing not less than 10 pounds, and marked, stam , and branded as the 
Commissioner of Internal Rovenne, with the ee the Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall prescribe; and all sales made by manufacturers of oleomarga- 
rine and wholesale dealers in oleomargarine shall be in original stamped pack- 
ages. Retail dealers in oleoma ine must sell only from original stamped 
packages, in quantities not exceeding 10 pounds, and ll pack the oleomarge- 
rine sold by them in suitable wooden packages, which shall be marked and 
branded as_the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, shall prescribe. Every person who sells or offers 
for sale, or delivers or offers to deliver, any oleomargarine in any other form 
than in new wooden packages as above described, or who packs in any package 
any oleomargarine in any manner contrary to law, or who falsely brands any 
package or affixes a stamp on any kage denoting a less amount of tax than 
that required by law, shall be fined for each offense not less than $100 nor more 
than $1,000, and be imprisoned not less than six months nor more than two 
years. 

Mr. SPOONER. I regret to find so many of my friends, for whose 
opinions I usually have much respect, differing from me concerning the 
propriety of this proposed legislation. ‘That difference, I apprehend, 
arises largely from a mistaken or distorted view upon their part of the 
facts involved and of the actual evils requiring correction; for I am sure 
I am as much opposed as any of them can be to fraud in any manufact- 
ure, and particularly in any article of food, and I as strongly insist that 
each should be sold for what it actually is, and that no imposition should 
be practiced upon the purchaser. Our difference, I believe, is as to the 
necessities and methods of legislation. 

With the progress of civilization come inventions, improvements, and 
scientific discoveries; and, while all that is new is not necessarily good, 
nor necessarily better than the old which it attempts to compete with, 
supplement, or supplant, intelligent legislators, mindful of the history 
of the past, teeming with prudential lessons, should hesitate to inter- 
pose any barriers to legitimate industry and business enterprise, save 
such as experience and necessity dictate. New methods and processes 
for the utilization of various products have marked our progress in the 
past, and will unquestionably accompany our progress in the future, 
among which canned meats, fruits, and preserves, condensed milk, pre- 
pared soups and meat extracts, oleomargarine, and other products of 
inventive skill have grown to be important, if not indispensable, articles 
of food consumption. 

This bill proposes to impose special taxes, as follows: Upon manu- 
facturers of oleomargarine, $600; upon wholesale dealers in the same, 
$480; upon retail dealers, $48; and an additional tax of 10 cents is also 
imposed upon every pound of the article produced, which taxation, if 
it does not destroy the entire industry and utterly prevent the manu- 
facture and sale of oleomargarine (as the advocates of this bill seem- 
ingly intend), must necessarily largely increase its cost to consumers. 
Are the advocates of this bill seeking either of these results? 

Now, if I am correctly informed, many of the advocates of this bill 
have indulged in exaggeration of statement, entirely unjustified 
by any acts which have come to my knowledge. They overstate their 
ease; for if oleomargarine is the unwholesome product they describe, and 
yet has acquired an annual sale of one hundred and fifty or two hun- 
dred miliion pounds, who can reconcile its continued purchase and great 
consumption with the continued health of our people and the survival 
of its consumers? 

All reasonable purity in food isextremely desirable; but hypercritical 
analysis is scarcely to be commended, and if invoked might discredit 
many healthful articles of food in general use. 

He is a bold and I think an im 
trace every attractive and palatable dish upon his table back to its origi- 
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ent man who would attempt to 


May 


nal const'tuents and through its various manipulations. If he s},, nla 
insist upon absence of any cause for suspicion, I fear he would e-¢ };1;), 
and drink less. 

Even the water we drink, if persistently traced from its ay, 
through its devious and questionable channels, would excite ov, 
picion and perhaps ovr disgust. 

The same people who are loudest in their protests against Gern,)y', 
exclusion of American hog products (upon the pretense of their jy. 
healthfalness) are among those who are the most bitter in their y.-. 
fare against ‘‘oleomargarine,’’ as defined by this bill—a product of this 
identical American hog! What is lard—rendered from what fats ayq 
how? Yet it is one of the articles most commonly and generally ys. 
in the cooking of our people. And how is its purity and health fi) yes. 
vouched for more fully than is oleomargarine, manufactured by respoy 
sible parties from the best of it? What are sausages? From wht 
kinds and qualities of meats made ? 

Mr. PRICE. I giveitup. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPOONER. And in what packed? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I suggest if the gentleman from Rhode Island cay 
explain what sausages are he can tell what oleomargarine is. [augh- 


ter]. 
Yet there is no proposition to tax any of these prod. 


»)0O 
ad 
’ 


es 


Sia. 


Mr. SPOONER. 
ucts, save oleomargarine, out of existence. 

Are not the advocates of this bill pressing their inquiries too far, ang 
in a direction calculated to injure the very interests they claim to sup. 
port? ‘‘For people will talk, you know!’ And Iam surely justi- 
fied in assuming that ‘“‘choice beef fats’’ are at least equally unob- 


jectionable with lard. 


Why then this war on these products? If unwholesome, or if sold for 
what they are not, I heartily assent to such legislation from proper 
sources—by Congress if necessary—to prevent the sale of the unhealth- 
ful and compel the sale of the others for only what they really are; but 
I can not, under any such pretense as this bill makes, lend my voice or 
my vote to the destruction of one legitimate domestic industry for the 
advantage of another, however great or important that other may be. 
Such an attempt seems to me inconsistent with any theory of the cor- 
rect and honorable exercise of my duty as a legi r. 

I have heard some of these gentlemen, who I fear are afflicted with 
peculiarly vigorous imaginations, stigmatize oleomargarine in terms 
unjustified by any facts which have come to my knowledge. 

They have called it ‘‘bogus,’’ “‘counterfeit,’’ ‘‘dirty,’’ “filthy,” 
*‘poisonous!’’ Adjectives have failed them with which to express their 
disgust and abhorrence; and the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Henpen- 
SON ] apparently attempted to persuade the House that the recipe from 
which it is usually manufactured is identical with that by which the 
‘witches’ broth’’ in Macbeth wascompounded! Yet I have heard no 
authentic statement in support of such extraordinary charges; nothing 
save wild and extravagant assertions, based upon little else than vague 
speculations and icions; for it certainly is not ‘‘ ”? or ‘‘ counter- 
feit’’ if it is sold for what it is. 

Now, I am neither a manufacturer, a physician, nor a chemist; but 
perhaps I should not be accounted singular in possessing the disposi- 
tion, not uncommon certainly in the locality which I represent, to be 
guided by reliable testimony, rather than by intemperate abuse and 
unsu assertions. I will therefore let manufacturers, chemists, 
scientists, and physicians speak and give to you the facts upon which 
I necessaril my judgment. 

Mr. Philip D. Armour, of the celebrated firm of Armour & Co., of 
Chi , in his sworn affidavit, presented by the gentleman from !!!i- 
nois [Mr. DuNHAM], gives a clear and definite statement of the in- 
gredients used in the manufacture of oleomargarine and butterine and 
describes the entire process of manufacture. Thatafiidavit is as follows; 


State oF ILiiors, Cook County, ss: 


Philip D. Armour, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is a resi 
dent of the city of Chicago, in the State of Illinois, and that he is a member of 
the firm of Armour & Co. : 
says that said firm of Armour & Co., in the course of their 

rine and rine, and that this deponent 
and the methods used 


by said firm 


METHODS OF MANUFACTURE. 


The fat is taken from the cattle in the process of slaughtering, and after thor- 
oughly washing is in a bath of clean, cold water and surrounded with icc, 
to remain until all animal heat hasbeen removed. 1t is then 
machinery and cooked at a tem ure of about 150 

un fat in liquid form has from the fibrine or tissue: 

then settled until it is clear. Then it is drawn into graining vats 0! 
eewed to Cent 9 dam, Whee t is ready for the The pressing extracts 
the leaving remain product, which is commercially known «5 
when churned with cream or milk, or both, and with usually 4 
creamery butter, the whole being properly salted, gives the new 


we use neutral lard, which is made from selected lea! lard 

to oleo oil, ing that no stearine is extracted. 
This neutral lard is cured in salt brine ‘orty. t toseventy hours at pp ice 
son of oleo 


neian on article which, 


In both cases coloring matter is used which is the same as that used by dairy 
men tocolor their butter. Atcertain seasonsof the year, namely, in cold weat lie", 
asmall of salad oil made from cotton seed is used to soften the texture 
this is not generally used by us, 


| 
, 
F 
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Deponent further says that no other material or substance except as above 
stated is used by aoe & Co, in making oleomargarine or butterine. 

Deponent further says that he has read the statement made in a report of the 
Committee on Agriculture to the House of Representatives purporting to give 
the materials used in making oleomargarine and butterine, and he says that 
none of the materials or substances therein enumerated are used by Armour & 
Co. in said products or either of them except as herein stated. 

Deponent further says that he has read a letter dated May 19, 1886, signed 
Armour & Co., Swift & Co., George H. Hammond & Co., N. K. Fairbank & Co., 
and Samuel W. Allerton, a copy of which is hereto attached, and he says that 
the same is the Jetter of the parties whose names are thereto, and that 
the statements therein made so far asthe same relate to Armour & Co. are true, 
and so far as they relate to the other parties signing said letters, he upon in- 
formation believes them to be true. - i i 

And this deponent further deposes and says that no ingredient is or ever has 
been used by said firm of Armour & On, in a oy of said oleomarga- 

i terine njurious ealth. 

rine and but which is in any way inj ae sp D. ARMOUR. 


of May, 1886. 
WILSON, Notary Public. 


In the ‘‘ Marx case,’’ in New York, the following sworn testimony 
was given: 
By Professor Henry Morton: 


am professor of the science of technology at the Stevens Institute, Hoboken, 

and have been for fourteen years. I have seen oleomargarine made repeatedly, 
and analyzed it frequently, and have obtained knowledge about it from reading 
in reference to its history from the time it was first devised and introduced up 
to the present time. 

I hn ye with the article known as dairy butter, and have analyzed and 
exam 

Oleomargarine isa word used for two things. It is often used for the product 
obtained by the treatment of fats, by which there is gotten out from the fat a pure 
fatty substance having almost the identical elements of fats existing in butter. 
And the word is also used to indicate the marketable article produced when that 

ure fatty substance is churned up with milk orcream, and perhaps mixed with 
Cotter, so as to be in a condition of solidification for use on the table. 

Q. Professor, will you state the general character of this oleomargarine butter 
as far as wholesomeness is concerned ? 

A. In my opinion it is precisely as wholesome as dairy butter. 


By Professor Charles I’. Chandler: 


My profession is that of a chemist, and has been for thirty years. Besides my 
oe professorship at Columbia College and my connection with the College 
of Physicians and S: 


ne and the College of Pharmacy, I have been chemist 
of the board of health for many years, and for twelve years its president. I was 


chairman of eer comennnee forthree years. In connection with my pro- 
fession and business, I have examined the substance known as oleomargarine, 
and compared it with the product known.as dairy butter. 


Q. What is pe diffetence between the two articles, so far as wholesomeness is 
concerned? 


A. There is no difference, 
Q. How does the one compare with the other, so faras cleanliness is concerned? 
A. Oleomargarine is manufactured in a very cleanly manner. 


No attempt was made to contradict this testimony. 
The following opinions have been given by scientific men: 

George F. Berker, University of Pennsylvania, says “it is perfectly whole 
some and is desirable as an article of food.” 

S. W. Johnson, Sheffield Scientific School of Yale College, says of it: ‘A prod- 
uet that is entirely attractive and wholesome as food, and one that is for all or- 
dinary culinary and nutritive purposes the full equivalent of good butter made 
from cream. 


8. C, Caldwell, chemical laboratory, Cornell University, said of it: ‘‘ Possessing 
no qualities whatever that can make it the least degree unwholesome.”’ 

C. A. Goessman, Amherst, Mass., who said it “‘ furnishes thus a wholesome ar- 
ticle of food.” 

« harles P. Wil analytical chemist, Philadelphia, gives as his opinion : 
7 See ee article of food, and in this respect, as well as in re- 
spect to its chemical composition, fully the equivalent of the best dairy butter.”’ 

Henry A. Mott, analytical chemist, New York, says: ‘‘ Essentially identical 
with butter made from cream—a perfectly ure and wholesome article of food.”’ 

15 ae medical a Un ae of New ba said “se wa 
blessing poor, and in every way a pe y pure, wholesome, an: - 
table article of food.” - 

W. 0. Atwater, W: University, Connecticut, said it “is perfectly whole- 
some and healthy, and a high nutritive value.” 

Charles F. Chandler, health department, New York city, says: “‘The prod- 

and wholesome, and I regard it as a most valuable article of 


A. 8. Heath, M. D., Robert J. Dodge, and Willet Seaman, judges, American 
Institute, New York, who reported: *‘This process utilizes valuable products 
and makes useful in the kitchen and upon the dining table much that was for- 
merly used for less important purposes.”’ 

Scientific American : ‘* O) 


: “Oleomargarine is as much a farm product as beef 
butter and is as wholesome as either.” product as beef or 


H. A. Mott, jr., Ph. D., E. M.,in reply to John Michael, who claimed 
to have discovered parasites in a sample of oleomargarine butter, said: ‘‘ The 
best answer to these remarks is y a confession which Mr. Michael made 
to me personally when he that in all his examinations, and in all his read- 
ne ee never seen or heard of germs of disease or embryos of parasites in 

William Brewer, of Yale College, said: 

is more than butter, because 
simply nonsense,”’ 


Thecommittee on health of the State board of Massachusetts, of which 
my friend and neighbor the gentleman now representing, the first dis- 
trict of that State upon this [Mr. Davis] was then a member, in 
1883 made the following report on ine: 


When well made it is a very fair imitation of genuine butter; being inferior 


to the best butter, but much superior to the low grades of butter too commonly 


its influence on health is concerned we can see no objection to its 


Son a ee Sree ae Seek very property 


by law, the same law which prohibited it should also pro- 
tallow, and, more especially, all low-grade butters, 
which are far more injurious to health than a good sweet article of oleomarga- 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22d da 
[SEAL. } EV. 


“The idea that oleomar- 
heated to only 120° Fahrenheit, 
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A great deal has been said in regard to the poor grade of fats from which the 
oleomargarine is made. Any one making such assertions in regard to the fats 
is simply ignorant of the whole subject. When a fat has become in the least 
tainted it can no longer be used for this purpose, as it is impossible to remove 
the odor from the fat after it has once acquired it. ? 

The use of substitutes for butter seems to be steadily on the increase in this 
country. When good butter is at from 40 to 50 cents per pound, it has passed 
beyond the means of persons in moderate circumstances, and they have the 


choice of three things—to do without, to use poor butter, or to use some substi- 
tute. 


The following letters of recent date give the opinions of competent 
authorities, who personally witnessed the manufacture, as to the char- 
acter of the process employed and the resulting products : 

CricaGo, May 15, 1885. 

GENTLEMEN: It gives us pleasure to say to you that we have recently visited 
your tactory at the Union Stock-Yards, in this city, and thoroughly examined 
the whole process of the manipulation and manufacture of butterine and oleo- 
margarine. Wecheerfully testify that we consider the products cleanly, pala- 
tuble, and wholesome food products, containing nothing injurious or detri- 
mental to health, but, on the contrary, cheap and desirable substitutes for the 
medium grades of dairy butter. 

Yours, respectfully, 
CYRUS EDSON, M. D. 


OSCAR CC, DE WOLF, M.D. 


Messrs. ARmMorn & Co., Chicago. 


ILLINoIs STATE BOARD or HEALTH, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Springfield, Ili., May 17, 1886. 

GENTLEMEN: While engaged in an official investigation with regard to the 
slaughtering of beef atthe Union Stock-Yards, accompanied by Dr. Cyrus Edson, 
food inspector of the New York board of health, and Dr. O. C. De Wolf, health 
commissioner of Chicago, recently, I witnessed your process forthe manufacture 
of oleomargarine and butterine. By what I saw | am convinced that it is con- 
dueted with the most scrupulous cleanliness; that nothing in the manufacture 
or the materials used is detrimental to health, and that the products are whole- 
some. 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN H, RAUCH, 4. D. 

To Armour & Co. 

Such is the testimony. 

Now, I see but two possible evils connected with the manufacture 
and sale of these products which can require correction. Ifan unwhole- 
some article is manufactured and sold by unscrupulous persons, or if 
the product is sold for something it is not, in fraud of the purchaser and 
consumer, proper legislation to regulateits legitimate manufacture and 
sale may be fairly demanded. In my opinion such legislation is within 
the proper sphere of State and municipal control, and can be safely left 
to the intelligent care of the people acting through their local govern- 
ments as they do in protecting themselves against the sale of unwhole- 
some meats and vegetables, impure milk, and other food products, and 
against frauds and impositions generally. I believe that all necessary 
regulation and control can thus be secured, and the actual evils com- 
plained of, wherever existing, effectually remedied. 

It seems to me that even those evils have been considerably magni- 
fied in this debate; for I think purchasers as a rule can protect them- 
selves in the purchase of butter, as in the purchase of other goods, by 
the exercise of ordinary prudence, and purchasing of known, reputa- 
ble dealers. How do we protect ourselves from imposition in making 
other purchases? Competent dealers know, and are bound to know, 
what their goods are, and where they come from; of what manufact- 
ured, and of what quality. If I want to buy West of England broad- 
cloth, or Lonsdale cambric, or Haxall flour, or any other particular 
kind or quality of goods, is there any difficulty about it? Certainly 
not in my part of the country. 

If a person, satisfied of. the purity and wholesomeness of Armour & 
Co.’s oleomargarine, wishes to purchase it, is there any difficulty in ob- 
taining it? and having obtained it, will any one doubt that he has pro- 
cured an article manufactured of the materials and in the manner 
specified by Mr. Armour in his affidavit,which I have read? And can 
not the same result be safely predicted concerning the product of many 
other honorable manufacturers? And if he wants to buy genuine but- 
ter, is it not quite as easy a matter to procure it? 

In either case he has only to seek honest, honorable dealers—who 
are plentiful among my own constituents and, I have faith to believe, 
numerous in the various localities which all you gentlemen represent— 
and the purchaser may be confident he obtains exactly what he buys. 

But if, as claimed here, Congressional legislation is necessary for the 
protection of purchasers and consumers, it is entirely unreasonable to 
demand other laws than such as are required to secure the legitimate 
ends sought—to insure a proper manufacture and wholesome product 
and its sale under its own name; and if the plan proposed by this bill 
is decided to be the desirable one, I earnestly insist that the taxation 
should be limited to raising the amount of revenue required to defray 
the necessary expenses of governmental inspection, regulation, and con- 
trol; and that we should refuse, under the pretense of attaining those 
ends, to lend ourselves to the imposition of the immense taxes proposed 
by this bill, wringing from the people annually perhaps twenty mill- 
ions or more of dollars in taxes unrequired by any needs of the Goy- 
ernment. Let us be honest as well as just. 

Mr. SPRIGGS. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of this bill in all its 
parts and provisions, from beginning to end. I am in favor of levying 
a tax of 10 cents per pound upon every pound and fraction of a pound 
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of oleomargarine and butterine manufactured throughout the whole 
length and breadth of the land, and in favor of passing this bill, because 
I believe it will accomplish that object. 

The opponents of this measure declare themselves in favor of doing 
anything and everything to prevent the unwholesome, filthy staff from 
being thrown upon the market and sold under false pretenses. The 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. DuNHAM], the champion of the opposi- 
tion, says he is willing to have a provision in the bill that this imita- 
tion butter should be painted red or green, so that purchasers could 
not be deceived. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HamMonpD] declares himself in 
favor of having it so marked or stamped that no fraud can be prac- 
ticed. Ay, willing that innkeepers, boarding-house keepers, or others 
who use it for sale to the public should be compelled to put up a sign 
over their front doors and in their dining-rooms and on their registers 
that ‘‘ We use oleomargarine here!’ to protect the public against its 
use, and all concur in the opinion that everything should be done to 
warn the public and the poor against its use, but they are violently 
opposed to the one feature of this bill which alone gives us jurisdiction 
over it, namely, the 10-cent-tax clause, 

Theconstitutional opposers, the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN ] 
and the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMoND], contend that we 
have no power under the Constitution to tax this filthy stuff. I think, 
however, they have surrendered that position since the distinguished 
gentleman from Virginia, the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
propounded the law as he did on the floor of this House on Tuesday 
Jast. For the sake of accuracy I quote his words. He said: 

Gentlemen have asked me, and they asked my friend from Georgia {Mr. Ham- 
monpD}), the other day, “Do you not believe this tax is constitutional?”’ Yes; I 
believe that Congress has the power to levy the tax on oleomargarine. For 
what purpose? To raise revenuc. 

Since this exposition of the law from the distinguished chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee, a gentleman from whom we are all willing to 
take the law, and from whom the distinguished gentlemen from Texas 
and Georgia are compelled to take it, we have heard no more about the 
law or the provisions of this bill being unconstitutional. 

Mr. Chairman, I go further than thegentleman from Virginia. I be- 
lieve Congress has the power to tax oleomargarine for the purpose of 
revenue, and I believe it is equitable and right to exercise the power. 
Why, sir, it is conceded by every gentleman who has spoken against 
this bill that oleomargarine is a filthy and deleterious compound, that 
it was a disease-spreading compound, and that it was proper and they 
favored any police regulation that would protect the public from its 
sale and use. If, sir, this is true, will not the continuance of its man- 
ufacture increase the police and the other legitimate expenses of the 
Government; and if this industry or fraud increases the legitimate ex- 
penses of the Government, is it not just and equitable that the prod- 
uct should be taxed to meet this increased expense? 

The manufacture of an imitation or counterfeit article in large quan- 
tities is prima facie evidence of intention to sellit as genuine. In this 
case we have proof positive thatitisso sold. Of the 200,000,000 pounds 
manufactured in this country last year no one pretends that 1 per cent. 
of it was sold for what it was—oleomargarine. All theevidence shows 
that these spurious butters are filthy and unwholesome and are fraudu- 
lently sold. The consuming public, be they neverso poor, will neither 
buy nor eat them knowingly. Itisnotan honest or legitimate article, 





it wears a false guise, it is sold for butter, and is made from the gut-fat |. 


of hogs, dogs, sheep, horses, or cattle, which in many instances have died 
from disease, and has not a single ingredient of which butter is com- 
posed. Can this be said to bea legitimate industry, and that by passing 
this bill we are discriminating in favor of one legitimate industry and 
against another legitimate industry to prevent honest competition? 
Sir, I deny it, I concede, however, that by the passage of this bill we 
dodiscriminate. We discriminate in favor of honesty and against fraud 
and forgery. We discriminate in favor of public health and — 
disease. We discriminate in favor of life and against death. I, sir, 
am in favor of this discrimination, and if there is any gentleman on the 
floor of this House who is opposed to this kind of discrimination when 
the final vote is taken on this bill his name will be found in the list of 
those who are recorded as opposed to this measure. 

Mr. Chairman, I have the honor to represent a portion of the richest 
dairying country in the United States, the counties of Oneida, Lewis, 
Jefferson, Herkimer, Montgomery, Madison, and Oswego having long 
been celebrated for the production of the best butter and cheese in the 
world. It was here that the first cheese factory was erected. It was 
here that the first creamery was put in operation. The milk factory 
and creamery have added very largely to the material interests of the 
dairyman. With their aid, and protected from fraud and forgery, there 
can be no limit to the power of production of pure butter, and the in- 
crease of this production does not 2 the value of the soil, but 
greatly enriches and increases it. This brings me, Mr. Chairman, to 
another class of objections to this bill. 


There is a class of gentlemen who are to this bill tle- 
men for whom | entertain the most respect, but whom I have 
not always, consistent with the discharge of the duty I owe to 
an intelligent constituency, been 


to follow—who object to this bill 
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because they say it is protection pure and unadulterated. That js | 
levying this tax they say we raise the price of butter 10 cents per pound 
and that we put 10 cents per pound upon all butter manufactured }), 
this great industry into the pockets of the producer and take it {;), 
the pockets of the consumer. ' 
tion, but will content myself with saying that upon the tariff j 





theory and practical experience do not travel lovingly hand in | 

















the bill passed it would prevent certain sugar refiners j 


or not; but certainly, whether oleomargarine is good 





May 2 5, 





I shall not stop now to discuss this , 


ués. 
Li 1881 


hand 


as we have often discovered by listening to the arguments pro and eo) 
upon this great and interesting subject. The price of butter wil] oo). 
tinue to be regulated by supply and demand, without reference ; 
tax laid upon this frandulent imitation. 


0 the 


This fraudulent competition, which was able last year to put upon t}, 


market 200,000,000 pounds of forged butter and displace 200 (00. g¢ 
pounds of genuine butter, was to the men engaged in this industry 

grievous wrong. 
tory of the country petitioned Congress to protect them from a fraudy- 
lent assault upon their business-—not to protect them for the purpose , 

getting high prices, but to protect them from unfair and illegitimai, 
competition. 
adulterated. I, sir, am in favor of protecting American industries gp, 
American labor from foreign competition; and, Mr. Chairman, I am jy 
favor of protecting the dairying interests of America from competition 
with this fraudulent industry—the manufacture of oleomargarine. 


The farmers have for the first time almost in the jj 


Call it what you please; call it protection pure and up. 


I am in favor of it because the men who are engaged in the dairyin, 


interests are, as a class, men who have ever been the friends of our Goy- 
ernment, men who in the early days of our being made it possible fo; 


us to become a free and independent people, and who at all times since 
in prosperity and adversity, in peace and war, have contributed freely 0: 
their money and their brawn to protect the Constitution and Govern. 
ment of our country. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment which | 


send to the Clerk’s desk. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

In lines 2 and 3, e*rike out the words “wooden packages not before use 

purpose” and insert the word “ packages.” 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, on one occasionsince I have been 
in Congress I was greatly puzzled to know why the vote on a certain 
sugar bill was in a particular way until the solution came out that i: 
New York 
from doing the work, and therefore Michigan was op to it because 

ichigan made the barrels to put the refined sugarsin. [Laughter. 
I do not know whether the “‘ wooden’’ here has such a job in it as tha: 

or bad, I do not 
see why Congress should legislate that it shall be put up only in new 
wooden packages. It looks to me as if there was a job for some barre!- 
maker in this bill. 

It looks to me as if there was not only an effort to protect butter, 
but an effort to protect barrels. There may be some good sensible rea- 
son for this that I do not understand, and I shall be pleased to be en- 
lightened on the subject by anybody who can enlighten me. Tin m2: 
be stamped and marked and branded as well as wood. Tin is mor 
convenient than wood in a great many particulars. Why tin may not 
be used I ask the gentleman in charge of this bill. 

The question was taken on the amendment offered by Mr. HAxiMi08) 
and there were—ayes 52, noes 102. 

Mr. HAMMOND. No quorum has voted. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The point being made that no quorum has voted 
the Chair appoints the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. HAmMMoND, and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Scott, to act as tellers. 

Mr. HAMMOND (during the count). Mr. Chairman, I submi' 
whether I am properly paired here. The gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania [Mr. Scott] has told me to count him on my side. 

TheCHAIRMAN. As no objection is made, the count will proceed 

Mr. HAMMOND withdrew the point of no quorum, and the te!lers 
reported—ayes 35, noes 88. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend by inserting atte! 
the word “‘ wooden,” in line 2 of this section, the words ‘‘or tin.” 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 29, noes 78. 

Mr. VAN EATON. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of no quorum being made, the Char 
will appoint the gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. VAN EAToN, an: 
the gentleman from Iowa [ Mr. Muwpensont to act as tellers. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 42, noes 1.) 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend in lines 
3 and 4 by striking out the words “‘each containing not less than ten 
pounds.”” The p of this amendment I have already tried to 
show. It istoenable any manufacturer of pure oleomargarine, if 1)" 
is any such, to prove the fact to the consumer by putting up the prov 
uct in packages of such size that the consumer can buy them from tlie 
retailer without breaking the stamps. 

Mr. LORE. Mr. Chairman, I am opposed totheamendment, and I dc- 
sireto say that am in favorof this bill asa means of givingsomerelie! to 
the agricultural interests of our country whichit concerns. No bil! this 
session has been opposed with more vehemence than the one now pend: 
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ing. It has been attacked by my very able and distinguished friend | 
from Texas [ Mr. REAGAN], who wields the sledge-hammer of the Con- 
stitution as Samson did the new jaw-bone of the ass, with which he | 
slew a thousand Philistiens, and we have had the Constitution and | 
the law explained, iterated, and exhausted in an effort to defeat the bill. 
Next, the opponents of the bill resorted to amendments in every con- 
ceivable form, many of them frivolous, ridiculous, and unseemly. Then, | 
the facile gentleman from Maryland, my friend Mr. FINDLAY, who is 
the embodiment of wit and sarcasm, and who evidently, like Tam | 
o’ Shanter’s wife, who sat— 


Gathering her brows like gathering storm, 
Narsing her wrath to keep it warm— 


like her he had been nursing his wit and. his sarcasm to keep it warm 
to insured defeat, aided by several other gentlemen around him, gave 
his sarcasm yent upon this bill thus far without avail, as its friends | 
have manfully stood by the interests of the people, and I trust will do so. 

Mr. Chairman, this fact stands clearly out, that there has been no 
bill presented to this House the objects and purposes of which have been 
desired and asked for with such unanimity by the people of this coun- 
try. 

Nir. BLANCHARD, By what portion of the people of this country? 
Mr. LORE. By the people all over the country. There is nota 
farmer in this country who makes one pound of butter beyond his family 
needs that does not desire the passage of this bill, and they number 
about eight millions. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. The gentleman is certainly mistaken about 
that. 

Mr. LORE. Now, Mr. Chairman, the point I desire to make is this: 
Oleomargarine is a fraudulent compound which is represented and sold 
as butter, and it imposes upon the people only because it is a frand and 
is skillfully disguised under artful manipulations. Therefore, in the 
interest of fair and honest dealing, we desire to suppress this fraud, 
and, if necessary, even to tax it outof existence. But aside from that, 
if there were any doubt in my mind as to the propriety of the measure, 
that doubt would be dispelled by the way the matter is presented here 
on the one side and on the other. The forces arrayed in the contest 
show most clearly the true nature of the subject. 

Iwillask whoare opposing this bill? First, the ‘‘cattle kings,’’ who 
have their ‘‘ flocks upon a thousand hills,’’ claim that we must eat oleo- 
margarine in order that their tallow and lard so used, the products of 
their herds may bring a higher price. Next, the manufacturers of the 
spurious articles who, at small expense and on small capital, preying 
upon popular needs with spurious compounds, are coining millions by 
deception and fraud. Then there is another class of men who op 
it—those who go about our cities pens up the ‘‘fat of the land;”’ 
and sometimes they are not careful what kind of fat it is, so that it is 
animal fat. itis often foul, rancid, and malodorous. They gather it 
up, turn it into their factories, and convert it into an imitation of butter. 
One corporation last year is said to have made thereby over a million 
dollars. While your farming interests are paying about 2 per cent. on 
their lands and industry, you will find that these men are making two, 
three, four, even five hundred per cent. 

On the other hand, the passage of this bill is desired by all that class 
of people, as I have before said, making even a pound of butter beyond 
that which they use in their families. The remedy applies to every 
sectionof thecountry. Of the eight million people engaged in agricult- 
ure, I think I may safely say at least one million have a direct personal 
interest in the passage of some measure that will give relief against these 
imitation butter frauds. Put up in the form of butter and intended to 
be t by the community as such, this article is fraudulently foisted 
upon the public. Let it be branded; let it goout for just what it is; let 
people know what they are buying; and my word for it, no man is so 
poor, and I trust no man will be so mean, that he will feed his children 
upon such stuff as is put into this article, I care not how it may be 
purified. 

Why, sir, we have evidence that in this very city men go about gath- 
ering up from the butcher-shops, market-houses offal and other matter 
which is absolutely so rancid and offensive as to sicken one as he walks 
past the eart; yet out of this disgusting garbage are manufactured oleo- 

butterine, and other compounds of this character which are 

t to be palmed off upon the people as pure and wholesome food. 

The materials out of which this spurious article is made may be steeped, 
as it is said they are, for forty-eight hours in salt, but the salt will have 
‘lost its savor’’ before ever itcan purify and make palatable such ma- 
terial. Yet in its favor we hear gentlemen presenting constitutional 

ments and elaborate legal platitudes. 

this bill is not subject to constitutional objections; it has been, 

and I presume will be, exposed to the shafts of ridicule from the subtle 
intellects that gather about us here; butridicule is the last resort of des- 
peration. Letmesay to gentlemen who have so vigorously attacked the 
measure, “‘then bringina better bill. It is easy to criticise and destroy; 
you admit the evil; give us an adequate remedy.’’ The Committee on 
Agriculture has been considering this bill during this entire session; 
they aregentlemen of marked intelligence and capacity, and have given 
the subject mature thought and consideration. I prefer their 
bill to crude suggestions made by members on the spur of the moment, 
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however able such members may be. If any mau in this House or 
any committee of the House can frame a bill which when brought up 
for discussion will not be objected to by some one of the three hundred 
and twenty-five members who are gathered here, representing all sec- 
tions of our country, then indeed we shall have reached a period when 
the angels have gathered together and wise men may sit down and 
worship them. Verily the millennium would be upon us when three 
hundred and twenty-five Congressmen agree. 

I desire to insert as a part of my remarks the following circular, is- 


| sued by G. P. Lord, of Elgin, Ill., which delineates in the clearest 


manner the history, composition, and objectionable features of these 
fatty compounds which originated in the fertile brain of a Frenchman 
named Mége, in the dire distress and famine of the city of Paris in the 
Franco-Prussian war. I ask careful consideration of the facts as the 
best vindication of the wisdom of the bill: 


MORE ARTIFICIAL BUTTER 

It is reported that boarcs of trade, cattle associations, and othor commercial 
associations, Knights of Labor, and other organs of workmen hive petitioned 
Congress against the passage of a law restraining and taxing the manufacture 
of oleomargarine. 

It is claimed by these petitioners that ‘‘the manufacture of oleomargarine is 
now in such a state of perfection that the product is quite as healthful and pal- 
atable as that made from cream; that oleomargarine is much to be preferred as 
an article of food to rancid butter, and that there arc not cows enough in the 
country to supply sufficient butter for the people.’’ 

To this it is replied that there is nosuch thing made as “ rancid butter ;’’ that 
if there ever is any rancid butter in the market it is because the demand for 
butter is not equal to the supply, and the butter has been kept until it has 
spoiled or became rancid ; that whenever the demand shall be equal to the sup- 
ply there will be no rancid butter in the market. Until such astate of things 
exist it is folly for any man to assert that there are not cowsenough in the coun- 
try to supply all the people with good, sweet, fresh dairy butter. 

Then as to oleomargarine, if it be true that those engaged in that business 
have carried the manufacture of that article to such a state of perfection as to 
challenge the confidence of the public, it must be so by reason of improved 
methods or materials used by them. 

As the manufacture of all kinds of substitutes for butter is carried on under 
patented formulas, we can know what materials are used, and the public can 


judge whether the article is equal to butter made from pure cream. 


Patent No. 146012, dated December 30, 1873, is the famous Mége patent, and 
has been reissued three times, to wit: No. 5868, May 12,1874; No. $124, Septem- 
ber 24,1878; No. 10137, June 13, 1882. 

Under this formula the following ingredients are used in making oleomarga- 
rine, to wit: Animal fats rende ata very low temperature, salt, sulphite of 
soda, biphosphate of Kme, bicarbonate of soda, 10 per cent. of milk, cream, or 
— stomach of a catf, pig, or sheep, udder of a cow, and perhaps some 

utter. 

Patent 110626, dated January 3,1871. This patentee uses the following ingre- 
dients: “In twelve parts: beef or mutton, suet, tallow, three parts; vegetable 
or fixed oils seven parts; hog’s lard, stearine two parts.” 

Patent 120026, dated October 17,1871. This patentee uses “‘cotton-seed oil, 
chlorate of potash, niter, carbonic acid.”” And he kindly informed the officials 
in the Patent Office that his preparation is “‘ found to be a pepastic and altera 
tive” article of diet. 

Patent 145340 was issued December 23, 1873. This patentee uses “tallow, 
lard, or other fatty matters, strongsulphuric acid, alum, chloride of sodium va- 

r. 

Patent 153350, dated July 21,1874. Ingredients used under this formula are 
S a of lead, alum, bicarbonate of potash, nitrate of soda,and sulphuric 
acid. 

Patent 169008, issued October 19,1875. Ingredients used under this formula 
“animal fats, salt, soda ash, bicarbonate of potasa, sweet cream."’ 

Patent 173591, issued February 16,1876. This patentee says that his “ inven- 
tion relates to the manufacture of butter for table use from oleine and marga- 
rine, as obtained from animal fats, fruits,and nuts,” and under his formula he 
uses “animal fats, any one of the oil of peanuts, or oil of sweet almonds, or oil 
olives, lactic acid, cane sugar, caseine, chalk, and loppered cream or milk.”’ 

Patent 187327 was issued February 13,1877. Under this formula the following 
ingredients are used: ‘* Animal fats, salt, saltpeter, borax, boracic acid, salicylic 
acid, benzoic acid.”! 

Patent 236483, issued January 11,1881. This patentee ‘‘ separates his oleine 
and margarine from the stearine by any known methods,” then places the oleo- 
margarine with an alkaline solution, and agitates them until the alkaline solu- 
tion and oil globules of the oleomargarine are partly saponified, and then flavors 
this half-made soap with butyric gcid, and he has the audacity to assure the offi- 
cials in the Patent Office that his soap grease so flavored will have so “fine a 
— that even an expert can scarcely distinguish it from excellent dairy but- 

er. 

Patent 262207, dated August 8,1882. Ingredients usedin this formula: Animal 
fats, cotton-seed oil,slippery elm bark, to wit, “sixty-eight parts cotton-seed 
oil, twenty-eight parts prepared suine fat, and about five parts beef stearinc.” 

Patent 269042, issued August 22,1882. Under this formula the patentee uses 
oleomargarine obtained by the Mégé, or analagous processes, vegetable stearine 
obtained from cotton-seed oil, benne oil, or mustard-seed oi!, emulsionizing the 
mixture with milk, cream, or other watery substances. 

Patent 263199, dated August 22,1882. N.I. Nathan, the patentee, claims to pu- 
rify leaf lard that is usually put up in kegs,and he uses borax, nitric aid, more 
nitric acid, commercial oleomargarine, milk, or cream and sugar. 

I have before me a copy of a letter addressed to N. S. Anderson, 921 D street 

Washington, in which this patentee offers his ‘‘ creamery brand of buttcrine, at- 
tractively put up, at 10 cents per pound.” 

Patent 264545 was issued September 19,1882. Under this formula the patent 
uses animal fats or vegetable oils and orris root. 

Patent 266568, October 24,1882. Under this formula the ingredients 
clarified lard, buttermilk, pepsin, and tallow. 

Patent 266580, October 24,1882. This patentee claims to use 50 to 60 per cent, of 
lard, 30 to 35 per cent. of butter,5 to 10 per cent. of beef suet, 1 to 2 per cent. of 
glycerine, 5 to 10 per cent. 4f water. He kindly informs the Patent Office De- 
aor that prior to his invention inferior products have been made in which 

og’s fat has been used wholly in place of beef suet in the manufacture of oleo- 
margarine. 

Patent 265833, dated October 10, 1882. This patentee treats his oleomargarine 
oil with sal soda, and the milk he uses he also treats with sal soda, then churns 
them together. 

Patent 266417, issucd October 24, 1882. Under this fermula the following in-. 
gredients are used: Oleomargarine oil, butter, milk or cream, sweet or sour, 


eo 


used are 


an oil ben. ; ; 
nt 266568, October 24, 1882. This patentee claims to use lard, warm but- 
termilk, pepsin, tallow, and dairy butter. 
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Patent 266777, October 31, 1882. Under this formula the ingredients used are 
cotton-seed or other vegetable oils, caustic soda, cornstarch, or other farinace- 
ous flour that has been cooked. 

Patent 267637, November 14, 1882. This patent uses sweet cream, ea 
rine, or oil derived from tallow, an oil derived from lard or hog fat, an oil 
rived from butter, oil derived from sesane, benne, sunflower seed, or cotton- 
seed. 

Patent 327626, October 6, 1885. This patentee uses milk, white wine rennet, 
bicarbonate of soda, bicarbonate of potassium, alum, butter. 

Patent 335084, January 26, 1886. This patentee uses milk, rennet, nitrate of 
potash, granulated sugar, and butter. 

There are other patents for making oleomargarine, butterine, or substitutes 
for butter, but as these areamong the latest discoveries or inventions they show 
whether or not “the manufacture of oleomargarine is now in such a state of 
perfection” as to be able to produce an article that is fit for food, saying noth- 
ing about its value as compared with pure butter. 

It will be noticed that the patentee of No. 267637, issued November 14, 1882, has 
introduced into his compound an “ oil derived from butter.”’ If we inquire how 
this is obtained we will find that the “ rancid butter” in the market is ** deodor- 
ized,” and the oil is afterward expressed and is being used in various ways in 
the manufacture of food. 

But we say again that there is no such thing as “ rancid butter” made; that 
butter becomes rancid because the supply is greater than the demand. 

As those engaged in making spurious butter are continually ing about 
‘rancid butter,” we would emphasize the fact that rancid butter is butter that 
has spoiled because there is not a sufficient demand to meet the supply in the 
market, that nineteen-twentieths, if not ninety-nine hundredths of the butter 
made in this country—when fresh—would be of a flavor and quality fit for a 
king. 

The manufacture of poor butter is a thing of the past, not because, as it is 
claimed, the manufacture of bogus butter has compelled farmers to improve the 
quality of their product, but because the demand for fine butter and the en- 
hanced value of such butter has stimulated the dairy farmers throughout the 
country to improve the quality of their butter and thereby secure to themselves 
the enhanced value. 

And here we may say that pure, sweet, fresh dairy butter is the finest and 
cheapest flavoring extract for flavoring and making food palatable that can be 
found in the market, nor as such a flavoring extract is the price of butter be- 
yond the reach of the poor. 

The poor or laboring class can not afford to spoil their food by using an imi- 
tation or spurious flavoring extract in the preparation of their food. 

That oleomargarine is unfit for use in the culinary department is evidenced 
by the fact that the French Academy of Medicine reported that it was unfit for 
use in the French hospitals, and the French minister refused to allow its use in 
hospitals under charge of that government. 

This fact was brought before the Committee on Epidemic Diseases as per their 
report No. 199 of February 4, i881, ordered printed to accompany bill H, R. 
7005, 

It is fair to say that if the French oleomargarine is unfit for French paupers, 
this American oleomargarine (as shown by the patents) is entirely unfit for 
American freemen to use. 

Nor is the point well taken that “the manufacture of imitation butter has 
quite as much right to seek protection as those en in come” 

Manufacturing imitation or spurious butter is a fraud that is injurious to a 
legitimate and long-established industry. It is alsoa fraud upon the public. 
No one inquires in the market for spurious or imitation butter. 

All such stuff is palmed off on an unsuspecting public as butter. 

To ask Government protection for such a fraud is as senseless as it would be 
to require the Government to protect “ lotteries,’’ counterfeiters, or any other 
fraudulent schemers, 

True, the dairymen ask protection,and why? Because the Government has 
given to parties chartered or patented rights, enabling such parties to manu- 
facture and sell—either as genuine or otherwise, as they please—an imitation of 
their product. We say to sell either as genuine or otherwise for the reason 
that there is no limitation of theirrights in the patents which they have obtained. 
There are no patents on dairy butter. 

That business has been carried on for hundreds of years, and it is — to all, 
and the farmer has no protection ee the frauds perpetrated by those who 
have obtained chartered or patented rights from the Government to defraud the 
dai en of their legitimate industry. 

It is strange that our Government should have ever granted to any man or 
set of men c rs or patents that would, in the very nature of things, defraud 
and destroy any legitimate agricultural ind of this country. r still 
that Congress should hesitate or delay in enact such laws as will re: the 
injury already done by those who are carrying on a business that has n in- 
augurated under and by virtue of charters which they have obtained from the 
Government. 

It is true that the dairy industry does ask protection; and they claim that the 
Government has no more right to grant charters or nts for man 
of an imitation of butter than it has to give 2m ts for the manufacture of 
bank bills or coin, or for establishing lotteries,‘or to any or all of the numerous 
frauds that are practiced on the public. 

The dairymen further claim that the Government having granted to parties 
patented rights for the manufacture of imitation butter, and allowed the busi- 
iness toextend so as to largely supply the demand for butter so that the farmer's 
product is allowed to accumulate and s ,or grow “rancid” in the hands of 
commission merchants in our h cities, therefore it is the duty of Congress 
to pass such laws as will restrain the further pcareme of this evil, and thus re- 
store to the dairymen their legitimate and well-earned rights. 

Nor is this all, for the public need protection as well as the dairymen, for un- 
der all of the patented formulas the animal fat is rendered ata very low temper- 
ature, a temperature so low as not to destroy any parasites that may have been 
in the living animal. 

It is true that all of the patentees seek to separate the animal fat from the 
tissue, but no one will claim that such a jon is and therefore any 
living parasite that may be in the animal tissue is liable to and is frequently 
t rred to and is found in samples of oleomargarine. 

Professor Piper testifies that while no true butter can carry trich eggs of 
the tape-worm, &c., he has found in oleomargarine not only organic su 
in the form of muscular and connective tissue and various fungi, but also living 
organisms and cre resembling those of tape-worms. 

r. Michaels, of New York city, a microscopist, and once (if not now) editor 
of a scientific journal, testifies that oleomargarine issimply uncooked raw fat, 
never subjected to sufficient heat to kill parasites that are liable to be in it. He 
states that he has found in it tissue and muscle and cells of a suspicious nature, 
and that Mr, Sayler has also found in it mabe f identified germs of disease. 

The Rev. E. Huber, micr of , Va., writes in the Southern 
Clinic of May, 1880, that ol differs in its microscopical 
well asin its nutrititive and dietetic qualities, from true butter; 


the fats in 
it are not subjected to a heat sufficient to destroy the germs of septic and putre- 
tuative orpunionn call thes teens beng ahus tes Eeaaeninae toad ie aeataan ce ie 


means the eggs which develop into tape-worms. And he states that he has fre- 


quently found in oleomargarine eggs resembling 

Dr. George B. Harrison, a meroscopist of Boston, Mass, in the Boston Herald 
of January 8, 1881, says he has recently some twenty specimens of 
oleomargarine, obtained from different dealers, and has found in every speci- 
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men more or less of foreign substances, a variety of animal and vegetable }j;. 
the blood corpuscles of , the of a tape-worm ; yeast was found sprout. 
ing in considerable quantities, and spores of fungi were very prevalent. };, 
found a — of a worm, dead hydra varidis, portionsof muscular fibers {11 
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And Geoge T. A met Hespen copes 
“No man would knowingly give his wife or children for butter the ray ,,,.. 
cooked fats of animals that may have died of cattle plague, hog cholera, or 


»py of 
lent to 


ither 


** But how manufacturers are to guard either themselves or the public agains 
the fats of such animals is a problem which no manufacturer or chemist ¢). 
ployed by him has thus far,to my knowledge, attempted toexplain. * * «+ |, 
any one shall ever assert that such fats can not be used, I am prepared with « 
idence to prove to the contrary.” . 

These facts were presented to the Committee on Epidemic Diseases, and arp 
incorporated in their report, No.199, to accompany H. R. bill 7005, on adultera- 
tion of food, February 4, 1881 .and that committee says that they have inyestj- 
gated so far as they could the injurious and poisonous compounds used jn t)). 

ion of fi substances, and find from the evidence submitted to then, 
that the adulteration of articles used in the every-day diet of vast numbers of 


people has grown to and is now practiced to such an extent as to seriously ej). 
danger the public health, and to call loudly for some sort of legislative correc- 
tion. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
The committee rose informally ; and, Mr. McCCREARY having taken the 
in writing from the Presi- 


PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, who also announced that the President 


had approved and signed a joint resolution and bills of the following 
titles: 


Joint resolution (H. Res. No. 79) for the relief of William L. Dun- 
lop, trustee; 

An act (H. R. 1361) giving a pension to Nira D. Gwynne; 

An act (H. R. 3921) granting an increase of pension to Richard Gear: 

An act (H. R. 6429) granting a pension to Eunice E. Clark; 

An act tH R. 7207) making appropriation to supply deficiency in 


amount required for expenditure to June 30, 1886, for examination and 


surveys required by acts of March 3, 1875, and June 19, 1878, to ascer- 
tain depth of water and width of channel at South Pass of Mississippi 
River; 

An act (H. R. 1398) to grant a pension to Silas 8. White; and 

An act (H. R. 5254) to increase the pension of George W. Smith. 


OLEOMARGARINE., 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union resumed its 
session. 


Mr. McADOO. Imove pro formatoamend the amendment by striking 
out the last two words. 

Mr. Chairman, recognizing the fact that the product under consier- 
ation so closely resembles butter that there should be some distinction 
made, so that the purchaser may know that he is buying oleomargarine 
instead of butter, I have very reluctantly come to the conclusion that 
itis my duty as a member of this House, looking to my obligation under 
the Constitution of the United States, to vote against this bill. Sir, it 
the Constitution of the country is to be entirely left out of sight in our 
legislation, there is no evil in the land against which we may not direct 
our enactments. There is a great deal of agitation throughout the 
country in favor of what is called a “‘ uniform divorce law,’’ and this 
Congress could readily be flooded with ap from clergymen, phi- 
lanthropists, humanitarians, and social reformers in behalf of the en- 
actment by Congress of a law which would make our marriage laws uni- 
form throughout the whole country. How many touching appeals to 
our hearts and our judgments could be made on such a question we can 
all readily imagine. And yet every member of this House knows full 
well that the Constitution of the United States does not permit the 
Federal Government tointerfere with the marriage relation in the several 
States. Yet, Mr. Chairman, with as much propriety and as much con- 
stitutionality it Congress interfere with the marriage laws because 
some people consider it a great evil that they are not uniform and are 
considered unjust in many States as to lose sight of this instrument 
and pass a law to interfere and regulate the police and internal arrange- 
ments of the several States, under the confessedly untrue plea that we 
want to increase internal taxes. Admitting the whole case ayainst olc0- 
margarine, in my opinion the remedy is worse than the disease. p- 
posed to in taxes, how can I vote for this admittedly unnecessary 
one? to interference with legislation that rly belongs 
to the States, how can I give my vote for this bill? I deeply respect 
the farmers and am jealous of the rights of the consumers, but to serve 
either I can not set this vicious precedent in Federal legislation. 1t 1s 
doubtful, in my humble judgment, if legalizing oleomargarine by 4 tax 
will not make it stronger. Taxing whisky helps the whisky-making 
interests. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not think it is at all e to this dis- 
cussion we should go into the question of the healthfulness or un- 
healthfulness _ this article. Much ee ee, or at = 
e as to the or im ine. Gen- 
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ject to the microscope almost any article of food you will find these 
horrid shapes and things are in it. [Laughter.] : 

But, sir, it has been, in my opinion, left an open question, after all 
this storm of words, and even of contending scientists here, whether 
ol , if made according to the established formula, is un- 
healthy. Why, the distinguished gentleman from Delaware [Mr. 
LorE] who has just sat down is, in his severe and classical propor- 
tions, a physical example of the effect of dairy butter, while my urbane, 
rotund, and oleaginous friend from Massachusetts [Mr. LovERING] 
represents the effect of eating oleomargarine. [Great laughter and ap- 


lause. 

. The Br alae apply almost to any article of food. If we 
are to protect the of the people by depleting their pockets 
let us take up the subject of sausages. oem come and applause.] Let 
us take up the weird and mysterious subjectof hash. [Renewed laugh- 
ter.] lions of free Americans to-day in millions of boarding-houses 
throughout the land are being supplied with, and place implicit confi- 
dence in, a compound under the denomination of hash, which science 
dares not and which no man knows the contentsof. [Laughter 
and applause.] Let us have a heavy tax, say of 75 cents, on every dish 
of hash, and let us compel boarding-house keepers to file in the city 
hall of every town or city an inventory of the component parts of this 
most remarkable American dish. [Laughter and applause. } 

The chairman held that amendments offered to the bill were facetious 
and ridieulous. Now, Mr. Chairman, without questioning the ability 
and foreknowledge of the Chair, let mesuggest that if a ridiculous meas- 
ure comes before Congress all amendments to it of necessity must be 
ridiculous. Such amendments are germane for the very reason that 
they are in harmony with the subject, and it was this my friend from 
Texas[Mr. REAGAN] clearly pointed out by his amendment offered yes- 
terday. It appeared ridiculous ad infinitum if carried out to its logical 
consequences. 

I do sincerely hope this bill, which has the single merit of trying to 
prevent the fraud of trying to impose upon an innocent purchaser a spu- 
rious article for that which he intends to buy, but which in its proposed 
remedy violates the Constitution and which lays a long train of evils 
in its path the end of which no member of this House can foresee, which 
is so vicious in its propensities and inclinations as a legislative measure 
from the crown of its head to the sole of its feet that I sincerely hope 
it will be defeated. 

I have considered it fairly and honestly and sincerely wanted to vote 
for it, but can not with my convictions. I have the remonstrance and 

petition of every man in New Jersey who owns a muley or horned or 
other Jersey cow in behalf of this bill. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. LORE. Will the gentleman yield to me to ask him a question? 

Mr. McADOO. I have not time. With me it is simply a question, 
shall I violate my oath to support the fundamental law of the country ? 
Will I, in order to abate one evil, lay the train for a thousand others ? 
Will I help by my vote to start Congress on the track of vicious legis- 
lation in order to allay the temporary excitement of the country on 
behalf of these interests said to be imperiled? 

When the sober second thought of this House comes back to it, when 
this bill is carefully analyzed, when its consequences are seen mem- 
bers will surely hesitate on this bill. When men instead of discussing 
the real question at issue dilate on the horrid character of oleomarga- 
rine as they depict itand as contrasted with dairy butter, the real issue 
is obscured and we fail inourduty. It isnota question of expediency, 


Mr. BROWNE, oi is Mr. Chairman, I desire to submit some 
reasons why this bill should not be passed unless it is substantially 


If this measure fails its projectors will be responsible for its fate. A 
conservative bill, dealing fairly and justly with all the interests involved, 
might, in my opinion, have passed without provoking serious or pro- 
tracted It is not surprising that when it is proposed to tax 
abutter tute, honestly made and honestly sold, to the point of pro- 
hibition, that the attempt is resisted with earnestness. Why, the license 
taxes imposed on this industry exceed by 400 per cent. those put on the 

and dealers in tobacco and spirituous and malt liquors, 

Is this necessary to protect the consumer? Isit to insure an 
commerce? In addition tothespecial-license taxes the bill levies 

on the product equal to not less than $20,000,000 per annum. 
bill provides for extravagant and inhuman punishments 


t is to these provisions I object. Against these I enter my earnest 
solemn protest. It is these extraordinary and unnecessary exac- 
its which inspire my opposition. Reduce these 

these penalties, and my support is assured. I do not 
to impair the measure, but by making it fair and reasonable insure 
efficiency. Take off three-fourths of your special-license fees and 
ta tax on the of 2 cents per pound and your bill is safe. The 
raise $4,000,000 a year. Then this will indeed bea 

Tax it 10 cents a pound and the industry will be 
and the Treasury will not receive a dollar. The bill as it is 
not, in my judgment, pay the expenses of its execution. But the 
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interest behind this legislation does not want taxes, but wants prohi- 
bition. At the hazard of repeating myself I submit— 

First. The manufacture of oleomargarine is alawful and an entirely 
legitimate industry; that the pure product is a nutritious food, clean, 
palatable, and healthy; that it is made and sold in large quantities in 
our domestic trade and is exported for what it really is. It has been 
subjected to the most rigid scientific tests and found to be a harmless 
and healthy food. 

Second. There enters into the honest product no ingredient that is not 
healthy and in common use on the tables of the best people; that itis 
made of pure and sound beef fat, leaf lard, vegetable oils mixed with 
milk, cream, and pure butter; that while it is as healthy and palata- 
ble as butter, it may be produced cheaper, and is therefore more easily 
obtained by consumers of limited means. 

Third, This newindustry has not only furnished the people a cheaper 
food, but has increased the demand for, and as a result the value of, the 
beef cattle and fatted swineofthe farmer. If the manufacture tends 





to diminish the profits of the dairy, its destruction will rob the farmer 


who deals in fat cattleand swine of a portion of his just and rightful 
profits. 

Fourth. All legitimate industries havearight tolive. Ifanindustry 
is lawful, healthy, and pursued by honest methods, it ought not to be 
subjected to taxes, penalties, or conditions not imposed on other lawful 
pursuits. Itis the true American policy to encourage home production, 
increase the market for what we raise, and create larger fields for the 
employment of labor. Thatoleomargarine may be substituted for but- 
ter, or that it is cheaper than butter, is no excuse for legislation that 
will destroy it or injure it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, these propositions have not been seriously ques- 
tioned in this debate. The conclusion to which they inevitably lead 
is easily understood. But, sir, again I say these evils growing out of 
this traffic ought to be remedied, and so far as the remedy provided 
by this bill is just and reasonable it is worthy of support. It is cer- 
tain—no one denies it—that a filthy and unhealthy food product in 
imitation of butter, a bogus oleomargarine, is often put on the market 
as butter by unscrupulous men. This I condemn without reservation, 
and this I would prevent by the exercise of any legitimate legislative 
power. But, sir, because filthy butter is sometimes sold as pure butter 
affords no excuse for taxing all butter outof existence. Becausea New 
York dairyman waters his milk and then chalks it is no reason why 
honest milk should be taxed. All the legislation needed in these in- 
stances is such as will secure honest butter and pure milk. 

Now, sir, this evil, this grievous evil of selling impure and unhealthy 
food products is acrime against society, and is so declared by the penal 
code of every State and every incorporated city in the Union. Itseems 
that these laws, if faithfully enforced, would protect the people from 
‘*a fungi, tape-worm, and trichina’’ imitation butter wherever made 
or by whomsoever offered for sale. I am pleased to see that this bill 
gives the people some additional protection by subjecting this un- 
healthy and filthy stuff to seizure and confiscation. As this power to 
seize and confiscate is exercised by the Government to duly enforce a 
collection of its revenues it is subject to no constitutional objection. If, 
however, this legislation was intended solely to protect the public health 
it would be a palpable invasion of the authority of the States. 

I hope this provision will remain in the bill. While itis an inci- 
dent only of the taxing power, it will aid in securing the people a pure 
food, and will be a protection in some measure to every honest food 
product intended for table use as butter or asa substitute forit. Hon- 
est men who make honest butter substitutes and put them fairly upon 
our markets will benefit by it, as will the producers of the pure butter 
of thedairy. This legislation only discriminates against the dishonest 
and impure product. 

Sir, I go further: I admit an imitation butter is sometimes imposed 
on the people as genuine butter. This is a fraud, and while the State 
only can declare the act criminal and impose a punishment on it, I freely 
admit the Government may, in the discretion of Congress, impose a tax 
on the product, whether it is pure or otherwise. I have all the time 
admitted the power. It is only a question of expediency. I thinkall 
thinking men will admit, when they reflect coolly and dispassionately, 
that the taxing power should never be invoked except when revenue is 
needed for public purposes. ButI passthis point. I freely concede that 
if we may impose a tax on butterine, or oleomargarine, or other substi- 
tutes for butter, we have the right to provide for ascertaining where 
these substances are, who manufacture them, who sell them, and to 
equip all the necessary machinery to prevent them from escaping the 
tax-gatherer. 

Toaccomplish these ends we may compel them to be sold and offered 
for sale for what they really are. I am not prepared to question the 
fairness or prudence of this part of the bill. To me it seems a legiti- 
mate use of the taxing power. What I have been attempting to im- 
press upon the minds of the committee is that when we have compelled 
the dealers in a pure and healthy imitation butter to offer it for sale 
and to sell it for just what it is—to put it on the market in its real 
name and to sail it under its true colors—we have given the makers 
and dealers in butter all they can rightfully ask. All that one citizen 
can ask of another is honest competition. The rights of one citizen are 
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as sacred as those of another. My honestly acquired property is as much 
entitled to protection as yours. Shall the lawful occupation of one 
citizen of the Republic be stricken down that that of another may thrive 
and grow fat? It has been tauntingly said to me, ‘‘ You are the friend 
of bogus butter.’’ Ianswer, ‘‘ No; I knownothing about it, and I do not 
care if notan ounce of itisever made.’’ But, sir, lam honestly contend- 
ing for a principle worth more to the people a thousand times than all 
the butter, pure or spurious, that has ever been made—the perfect lib- 
erty of every citizen of the Republic to an equal right with every other 
citizen i> engage in a lawful enterprise, and the right of all to pursue 
an honest industry without being subjected to unnecessary taxation. 
The vindication of this liberty, of this equality, of this right to enjoy 
the fruits of honest toil is of inestimable value to the poor and the 
rich alike. In the presence of this great principle the other questions 
presented by this bill are scarcely worthy a moment’s thought. 

But, sir, 1 say again I am willing to so legislate that no manufacturer 
of a product that may be used as butter can practice a fraud on the con- 
sumer. Iam anxious to protect an honest article from having to com- 
pete with a fraud. Whoasks more asks me in the sacred name of the 
law to oppress some one, to injure some industry, to destroy some inter- 
est. This I dare not do. 

I repeat with emphasis that I regret that protection to any indus- 
try must be given in a questionable way; but as this bill on its face is 
for revenue, and this assumed protection a proper incident, I will waive 
my objections, serious objections, to its methods, and give itmy best sup- 
port whenever its projectors will consent that it be shorn of its power 
and its purpose to destroy honest and perfectly legitimate industries. 

Is not my proposition a fair one? No gentleman in this debate has 
shown, or attempted to show, that the amendments I suggest will in the 
least impair the protection the friends of the measure seek, if they seek 
only what they publicly claim. 

You may force me, gentlemen, to vote against this bill. If I do, it 
will not be, as you know, because I indorse impure foods or sympathize 
with dishonest methods; but because I am not willing to indorse meas- 
ures or a principle that will unnecessarily destroy an industry, a meas- 
ure that will tax a fair and honest business wholly out of existence. I 
must demand as a condition of my support a modification of the pen- 
alties and a reduction of the onerous and inequitable special taxes im- 
posed by this bill. I hope I am understood. It has been my purpose 
to define my position clearly. 

Every gentleman knows that this extraordinary tax, these extreme 
penalties, are not required to protect the consumers of food. It is an 
open secret that this use of the taxing power is intended to secure the 
end I have imputed to it, and I submit it is a monstrousoutrage to use 
this power to destroy even the weakest or the humblest honorable in- 
dustry. No manufacture ought to demand more than to be secured a 
fair, open, and honest opportunity to compete with a rival industry. 

It is said this measure is not a departure from the long-established 
policy of the country; that we have always exercised the power to tax 
one product to protect another. 1 deliberately deny that this has been 
the case as between home products. We tax tobacco, but what home 
product competes with tobacco? We tax whisky, but notin the interest 
of a rivalindustry. We tax imitation wines as wines to prevent frauds 
on the revenue. All these measures are for revenuesolely. Customs 
duties are imposed on a rival product when of foreign manufacture to 
protect American home labor. The prime object of a tariff is to pre- 
vent the destruction of a homeindustry by foreign cheaplabor. Tariffs 
favor home production. They encourage home competition and the 
development of new industries. This bill protects nothing from for- 
eign labor, it encourages no home competition, nor does it build up any 
new industry. On the contrary, it destroys competition and-robs one 
citizen to put the money in the pocket of another. Have itunderstood 
that ‘‘ protection to American industry ’’ means this and you give ita 
blow from which it will not easily recover. This bill seeks a ions leg- 
islation in its present shape of the most pronounced type. A great 
danger lurks under its thin diguises; it makes a precedent which may 
be at any time employed to destroy the weak in the interest of the 
stfong. The theory upon which this bill proceeds may be used to 
justify any legislative monopoly however monstrous or exacting. A 
morning paper somewhat ironically but trathfully says: 

If Congress is to put a prohibitory tax on butterine at the command of the 
dairy interest, why should it not put a prohibitory tax on gas at the command 
of the whale-oil and petroleum interests,and on blue jeans at the command of 
the woolen interests, and on pork and sausages at thecommand of the hucksters 
of mutton-chops, and on phen | straw hats for the “ protection” of the Panama- 
hat importers, and on two-dollar shoes for the protection of Burt’s shoes at $6 a 
pair,and on cider and lager beer for the benefit of champagne? 

And I may add, why not tax the common milk of the farm for the 
benefit of the golden dairy product of the Alderney or the Devon, and 
white butter in the interest of the yellow, and all inferior farm products 
in favor of those that may be assumed to be their superiors? A prin- 
ciple in legislation that could even be tortured to justify these things 
is frightful. Never was a measure supported by more extravagant dec- 
lamation or stranger or more inconsistent 

On one hand it is said if these imitations are put on the market for 
what they are, under their true name, nobody will buy them. When 
we ask if they are not healthy food products, and may they not be law- 
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fully sold, and bought, and used, we are answered, ‘‘ Yes; and if w, 
them at the enormous rate of 200 per cent., cover the business of , 
duction and sale all over with frightfal penalties, and compel t}e:, — 
into the market as imitations, they will still be sold, bought. an, ... 
sumed.’’ On the one hand it is said that these products can pay tl : 
taxes and live and thrive; on the other it isdeclared that they oc}, , 
be crucified by taxation. Tell me, gentlemen, please tell me w),,; 
right? Ifthesecompoundsareinevitably filthy, impure, or un)y¢,.);) 
in the name of humanity let them be exterminated root and })ra;,. 
For such stuff I have no defense. I will, in all proper ways, assi« ;, 
But, Mr. Chairman, the framers of ¢},;. 
bill admit these imitations to be harmless, or the bill itself is a shay, 
less fraud, for it encourages their production for exportation by exey),). 
ing from taxation all that may be sentabroad. Do you propose to «, 
the Germans, French, and English commodities that are uncleay ay) 
dangerous to health? Are you in earnest in encouraging this exporta- 
tion? Oh, the foreigner will rush into the market to get Americ, 
oleomargarine when he reads this debate! 

It is said that the trade in these goods is secured by improper ang 
fraudulent means. If so, let the wrong and the fraud be prevented. 
No one objects; but do not seek to correct the abuse by legislation as 
improper and fraudulent as is the wrong itself. Do not destroy | 
respect for the name and fame of our great country by sending a sham 
and a fraud into the markets of the world. But I do not impute this 
purpose to any gentleman. This exportation clause is a confessioy 
that these compounds may be and are made pure and healthful. Tha; 
they are such I offer here a little of the proofs, volumes of which are 
in my possession. 

The supreme court of New York says in The People vs. Mar 


la 
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On the part of the defendant it is proved by distinguished chemists that oleo. 
margarine was composed of the same elementsasdairy butter. The on|y differ. 
ence between them was that it contained a smaller proportion of fatty substance 
known as butterine; that this butterine exists in dairy butter only in a sma 
proportion—from 3 to 6 per cent.; that it exists in no other substance than butter 
— from milk,and is introduced into oleomargarine butter by adding to th 
oleomargarine stock some milk, cream, or butter, and churning; and when this 
is done it has all the elements of natural butter, but there must always be « 
smaller per cent. of butterine in the manufactured product than in butter mac: 
from milk, The only effect of the butterine is to give flavor to the butter, hay. 
ing nothing to do with its wholesomeness; that the oleaginous substances j 
the oleomargarine are substantially identical with those produced from butte: 
and cream. Professor Chandler testified that the only difference between 1! 
two articles was that dairy butter had more butterine; that oleomargarine «on- 
tained not over pee cent. of that substance, while dairy butter might contain 
or 5 per cent; and that if 4or5 per cent. were added to oleomargarine 
would be no difference; it would be butter; irrespective of sources, they \ 
be the same substances. According tothe testimony of Professor Morton, a 
statement was not questioned or controverted, oleomargarine, so far from being 
an article devised for the purposesof deception in trade, was devised by a} 
——_ who was employed by the French Government to devise a su))stitu: 

or butter. 


This is the substance of the uncontradicted testimony of sixteen dis- 
tinguished chemists whose names are before me. I will not tire th: 
patience of the committee by giving them; they may be found in the 
record of this case. 

In deciding the above case the supreme court makes some o))ser\.- 
tions which I commend to the serious consideration of all. I (uote 

Measures of thiskind are dangerous even to their promoters. If the argument 
of the sanguine in support of the absolute power of the Legislature to pro- 
hibit one ch of industry for the purpose of protecting another wit! wl 
it —_ can be sustained, why could not the oleomargarine manufacturers 

a obtain sufficient power to influence or control the legislative coun 
cils, prohibit the manufacture or sale of dairy products? Would arguments th« 
be found wanting to demonstrate the invalidity under the Constitution of - 
anact? The principle is the same in both cases, The numbers engaged 1p 
each side of the controversy can not influence the question here. Eqtial )<1'- 
toall are whatare intended to be secured by the establishment of constit' 
limits to legislative power and impartial tribunals to enforce them. 

I could multiply judicial authorities asserting this doctrine, })ut | 
need not. Nobody controverts it. It is a corner-stone of republic 
government. It would be well for all to consider the danger of assex'- 
ing that one of two industries, securing control of Congress by fore 
of its numbers, may lawfully tax the other out of existence. [i'l 
this bill proposes to do, and that every court holds may not be dove: 
without violating the letter and the spirit of the Constitution. _ 

But, says some one whose hands are wholly innocent of the tou! 
the aashuntinant whose zeal is in proportion to his want of kuow'- 
edge of agriculture, its wants or its interests, “‘I am for the farmer, 0‘ 
i I might retort, but I will not, ‘‘ Who annointe! 

” the guardians of the toiling farmer? | a™ 
nota farmer, but nearly every dollarof my little means is invested in th: 
farm and its products. My family, friends, and supporters are larz«'y 
engaged in agriculture, and he who intimates that I do not respect the 
farmer, his industry and his interest, is wholly ignorant of the tacts. 
Farmers are the bed-rock of our industrial systems; they are fair au 
intelligent; they despise the demagogues who traffic in their good 
name; they ask nothing but justice and equality in legislation for les! 
methods and honest goods; they are capable of judging both motiv«s 
and measures. 

I am told by many of its friends that allof the objectionable features 
of the measure will be eliminated before it can become a law. Well, 
sir, when this is done it will stand well in my favor and get my vote. 
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To get clear of unwise and dangerous provisions is just what I have 
been todo. Oh, it is said, we can not do this here; we must 
stand by the bill of the committee and let its defects be cured elsewhere. 

sir, this House did not delegate the authority to this committee 


to commit it to this or any other bill, and it is as much the duty of | out this miserable bill. 


the House to a good and fair bill as it isof the Senate. To skulk 
sibility is an act of cowardice, as I look at it, and I respectfully 
decline to do it. But again, and for the last time, I say that when a 
just bill is presented I will vote for it,and my convictions of duty com- 
pel me to vote against the present bill. I hope one will come from the 
Senate that will challenge the support of all. 5 

I have not attempted to delay this measure nor to defeat any just end 
it is capable of attaining. The majority has the right to pass it and I 
will not seek its defeat by resorting to parliamentary obstructions, but 
will help its friends to reach a vote at as early a day as is practicable. 
I have endeavored and will continue to labor to periect it and make it 
fit to become alaw. From the beginning my whole desire has been to 
give protection to all and save all from injury. There is little hope 
that any amendment will be allowed by this House. All] about me 
gentlemen say it must go through just as it is. Ido not like this 
method of legislation, but each must act and judge for himself. I will 
do my duty as I understand it. From time to time I will offer such 
amendments as may appear to me to be fair and just, and such as will 
not impair the efficiency of the measure in the attainment of any hon- 
est pu , and if all substantial amendments are rejected, I will be 
aie in obedience to my judgment and my best convictions of 
duty, to vote against it. My people never ask me to do what in my 
conscience I believe to be an unjust and dangerous thing. This isa 
sudden frenzy—so sudden as to justify suspicion of its purpose. It has 
never been discussed in any canvass nor been debated by the people. 
My constituency—a thinking, reading people, engaged in all the varied 
industries, in trade, manufacture, agriculture—have given me no in- 
structions, but left me to follow my judgment. This I have done with 
an honest purpose and with a full sense of my responsibility to them 
as their representative. . 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Chairman, I profess to have just as high a 
regard for the Constitution as my colleague who has just spokén [ Mr. 
McApoo}], and having that high regard, I can with a clean conscience 
vote for this bill. ~ 

I rose simply to say a word about the pending amendment. During 
all of these weary days I have voted consistently with the friends of 
this bill. The character of the opposition has been such as to almost 
imbitter me against any proposed amendment; but I say to the House 
that in my judgment this amendment ought to be adopted. It is of- 
fered by a iriend to the bill and is offered for a worthy purpose, to 
allow the manufacturer who puts care and prudence into his goods to 
demonstrate that fact to the consumer of those goods. It seems tome 


that no valid reason can be urged against the amendment to the bill, , 


and the bill itself would be stronger with the House and before the 
country with that amendment if adopted. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an 
amendmeat to the amendment so as to make it read: 

other wooden fore u ‘or that purpose 

ase or paper packages not before used for that purpose, 
Then following the amendment as now pending. 

Pe. CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will send his amendment to the 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. It is simply to insert in line 2 of 
this section, after the word ‘‘wooden,’’ the words ‘‘ or paper;’’ and 
upon that amendment I desire to express a few further opinions upon 
this bill, which should be styled a bill for the betrayal of the party, 
and for an outrage of the rights of the people. 

This bill, professing to be in the interest of honest table food, profess- 
ing to be in the interest of the farmer class of the country, not only 
fixes =— and ties upon a legitimate industry, but requires that 
that industry be so conducted that there will be no packages of 
less than 10 pounds, making it impossible for a poor man out of his 
weekly wages to buy a complete package of this product however un- 
healthful it may be, or however much he may desire it. Itisnotonly, 
therefore, a bill to rob the poor man, but it is a bill to muzzle and to 
chain him. It is not only a bill in favor of fraudulent dairy interests, 
but it is a bill for the oppression of those who can least take care of 

ves. 

Mr. MORGAN. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr, GIBSON, of West Virginia. No; I can not yield. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then let me state that a man can sel! a spoonful if 
he wants to, if he meee the tax. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. And, Mr. Chairman, it not only 
does that, but it offers a reward to every man’s neighbor to become a 
spy upon his néighbor. This act would undertake to create again the 
informer in this country and to divide the fees among the in- 
formers, the State wiped out the iniquitous system as barbar- 
ous and infamous; then the General Government wiped it out, and it 
has been ever since, in the Halls of this Capitol in every Congress that 
has ever sat here, denounced as unjust and oppressive. 
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You remember how corruptions and frauds arose under it in New 
York, where this spy and informer system was in force; how complaint 
was made all over the country where it prevailed, and yet we return 
to this stinking, nasty, fraudulent system for the purpose of carrying 
Why, the bill makes every man’s neighbor a 
spy. It gives him a reward for informing upon his neighbor; and un- 
der the bill, if it should ever pass, no man or woman can feel safe while 
his or her neighbor is paying a visit. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Especially if violating the law. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Ah, if they are violating the law! 
Sir, if you had that regard for the law you are undertaking now to 
preach up you would not be here advocating this bill. [Laughter. ] 
This is not the first time we have heard people cry out and advocate 
things in this Hall that we know they are not in favor of. I stood 
here not five minutes ago and heard a man say he was voting for the 
bill because he was an arrant coward. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Yon did not hear me say that. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Who wasit? Why does not the gentleman call 
the name? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. If I undertook tocall the names oi 
those who are, acting in that manner it would take me the whole of my 
five minutes, and I would have to commence on that side of the House. 
[ Laughter. } 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Give one name. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. If gentlemen on that side want the 
names I will point them out. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. The gentleman ought not to use the expression 
or make such a statement if he does not intend to give the names; and 
if the gentleman refers to me, his statement is not true. When the 
gentleman makes such a statement and does not call names, he reflects 
upon every man here. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Let those gentlemen who think that 
I reflect upon them call upon me and I will not be found wanting. 

Mr. CANNON. However, itcreatesasortofasuspicion. [Laughter. | 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Oh! Iunderstandthat. Gentlemen 
know as well as I do the object of this bill. Some people are very sus- 
picious on all subjects because they have very evilnatures. | Laughter. | 

Mr. CANNON. That does not apply to this side. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Now, sir, this bill, full to overflow- 
ing with iniquities, can be styled nothing whatever but a betrayal on 
the part of the Democrats of their party, and a betrayal of the people on 
the part of the Republicans, who have always claimed to be the friends 
of the laboring man. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CANNON. It occurs to me there has probably been scolding 
enough about this bill. I have sat here for four days and heardit. I 
have heard everybody’s motives impugned; everybody accused of cow- 
ardice or foolishness in connection with this bill. I never thought as 
a matter of taste that was a very manly way in which to present one’s 
views touching matters before the House. It is to be supposed that 
each man here performs his duties, and represents his constituents as 
he believes is right, according to his judgment and under his oath; and 
for one I have yet to arise in my place in this House and make insinua- 
tions against my fellow-members, collectively or individually, unless 
I was ready when challenged to give the name or names. 

I want to say for myself, for fear that my mere silence here for days 
might give assent by implication to these statements that are made, 
the principle involved in this bill meets my full and hearty approval. 
I believe init. I am for it, because I believe it is just and proper, and 
if enacted into law will inure to the benefit of the great majority of the 
people of this country [applause], not only the farmer but the people 
that depend upon the farmer as well. 

I could take the speeches of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, whose 
seat is before me [Mr. KELLEY], and the speeches of gentlemen all 
along the line from the foundation of the Government to the present 
time, where they show the propriety of a promotion of a diversity of 
industries, and I will strike out iron, strike out steel, strike out woolen 
goods, strike out anything, and insert butter in its place, and you have 
the argument as strongly in this case as you have in the cases that they 
put so ably and so strongly. 

Once more I want tosay I am for this bill, notonly because I believe 
I am representing my constituency, but I am for the principle invoived 
in it, because I believe it is justified and demanded from a broad and 
just publie policy. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I want to ask my friend a question before 
he sits down, as his time is not yet exhausted. Are you in favor of 
taxing any industry in this country for the very purpose of destroying 
it? Let the gentleman answer categorically. 

Mr. CANNON. I will say to the gentleman in reply that I am not 
only in favor of raising revenue, but I am in favor of protecting every 
great industry in this country that needs protection. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Yes, undoubtedly; but that does not an- 
swer my question. Is my friend in favor of taxing any industry to 
destroy it simply because it is the competitor of another industry? 
Yes or no. 
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Mr. CANNON. I will answer the gentleman. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I agree with the principle the gentleman 
enunciates. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman will be still I will see if, in my 
own time, I can make a proper answer to his question. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CANNON. Iam in favor of so taxing bogus butter as to pre- 
vent its being passed upon the consumer as genuine butter at a price 
not only equal to its real value, but an added price for the falsehood 
that is told to the consumer who takes it for butter, when in factitis a 
counterfeit. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The time ofthe gentleman hasexpired. [Laugh- 
ter.] The hour for debate on this amendment and the amendment 
thereto is exhausted. The question is on the amendment to the amend- 
ment submitted by the gentleman from West Virginia. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee rise. Pending that mo- 
tion I ask unanimous consent that all debate on the section under dis- 
cussion and the amendments thereto be limited to ten minutes. 

Mr. VAN EATON, Will the gentleman give me five of them? 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Missouri? 

Mr. DUNHAM. I object. 

Mr. HATCH. Then I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Upon what amendment does the gentleman 
propose to limit debate? 

Mr. HATCH. On all amendments to the pending section. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the amendments as they 
now stand, and the Chair thinks those may be disposed of before the 
question is put on the motion of the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. HATCH. Very well. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment submitted 
by the gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. Grsson] to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. ADAMs]. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Gipson, of West Virginia, was read, 
as follows: 

In line 2, section 6, after the word “‘ wooden,” insert “ or paper ;’’ so that it will 
read “in firkins, tubs, or other wooden or paper packages.” 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Lask if that is a properamendment tomy 
amendment, since mine has reference to one line, and the amendment of 
the gentleman from West Virginia has reference to another ? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. This is a properamendment tothe 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, because his amendment re- 
lates to the quantity of certain packages, and mine designates the char- 
acter of packages in which his quantity is put. 

Mr. HATCH. I suggest to the gentleman from West Virginia if he 
will offer his amendment to the sixteenth line, where the packages are 
mentioned in connection with their sale, I will accept the amendment 
as far as lam concerned.. But in the second line there is a reference 
merely to the manufacturer. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. As the gentleman from Missouri 
says he will accept it at the sixteenth line, I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. I wish to ask the chairman of the com- 
mittee whether he will not accept my amendment with the view of 
perfecting the bill. 

Mr. HATCH. I will hear it read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Tn lines 3 and 4, section 6, strike out the words “ each containing not less than 
10 pounds,” 

Mr. HATCH. I will state frankly I can not accept that amendment, 
simply because it is an effort to allow the manufacturer toimitate butter 
in rolls of half a pound or a pound. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Will the gentleman allow my second 
amendment to be read, and then he will understand my purpose is not 
what he now states? 

The CHAIRMAN, 
amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 9, section 6, strike out the word “only” and insert in lieu thereof “the 
same only when put up in stamped packages or.” 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to that amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Iask to have my amendment read in order 
that the chairman of the committee may see that I had no such purpose 
as he intimated of letting the oleomargarine be put up in packages to 
counterfeit butter. My object is to allow the manufacturer to make up 
packages so small that they can go with their seals unbroken and the 
internal-revenue stamp upon them from the manufacturer to the whole- 
saler, from the wholesaler to the retailer, and from the retailer to the 
consumer, so that nobody can be deceived. I will say to the chairman 
of the committee that one gentleman here, a strong friend of this meas- 
ure, has characterized this as an amendment tending to perfect the bill. 

Mr. HATCH. I have no doubt gentlemen have so stated, and that 
may be their view of it, but we have considered that question very 
carefully in the committee—it was under consideration for hours— 


The Clerk will report the remainder of the 


and we know what would be the effect of the amendment sugygeste, },, 
the gentleman. Not that he has any such purpose in offering ;},, 
amendment, or any purpose except, as he states, to perfect the bi!!. }y; 
the effect of it, if adopted, would be to enable dealers to put this ar). 
cle up in packages like those in which butter is sold. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BRAGG. I understood the Chair to state a while ago that qo. 
bate upon this paragraph or amendment had been closed by order 9+ 
the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not sostate. The Chair state 
that in the condition of the amendment at that time debate was ¢,. 
hausted. 

Mr. BRAGG. Has there been any change in the condition since» 

TheCHAIRMAN. Yes; theamendment to the amendment has hey 
withdrawn, leaving only the single amendment pending. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee rose informally to receive a message from the Senate 
and Mr. RICHARDSON took the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. McCook, its Secretary, informed 
the House that the Senate had passed without amendment bills of the 
following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 6965) to authorize Columbia County, in Washington 
Territory, to issue bonds for the construction of a court-house; and 

A bill (H. R. 2395) to authorize J. G. C. Lee, a major and quarter- 
master in the United States Army, to issue a duplicate check, and the 
assistant treasurer of the United States at New York to pay the same. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendments the bill (H. R. 5888) to legalize and validate the general 
laws of the Territory of Dakota for the incorporation of insurance com- 
panies, and for other purposes, asked a conference with the House on 
the amendments of the Senate, and had appointed as conferees on the 
part of the Senate Mr. HARRISON, Mr. PLATT, and Mr. Gray 


OLEOMARGARINE. 


The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Mr. Chairman, I have here an amendment which 
I think is absolutely necessary to perfect this portion of the bill. | 
propose to strike out the word ‘‘ wooden,’’ in line 12. 

Mr. HATCH. I have already stated to the gentleman from West 
Virginia that I will accept that amendment in line 16 where it applies 
to the retail dealer. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I think it ought to come in here. This provides 
that retail dealers mustsell only from original stamped packages. Now 
the retailers are required to sell from the same packages that come from 
the manufacturers in quantities not exceeding 10 pounds, and to pack 
it in suitable wooden packages. My amendment will permit the retail 
dealer to sell any small quantity of the article and roll it up in a cloth 
or any other convenient material. 

Mr. HATCH. I am willing to insert after ‘‘ wooden’’ the words ‘‘or 

r.’? 

r. FINDLAY. The bill as it stands now will require every retail 
dealer when he sells a pound or a half pound of this article to put it 
up in wooden Is there any sense in that ? 

Mr. HATCH. They can use these little wooden trays, which are 
cheaper to-day than paper. Every grocer in the country uses them. 


r? 

Mr. HATCH. I have been told so by grocers. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. If the gentleman will permi: 
me, there is no such thing as a retail dealer under this bill, because 
this very portion of the bill says that this article shall be sold in quan- 
tities not exceeding 10 pounds. 

Mr. HATCH. And that makes the man a retail dealer. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Mr. Chairman, I ize the fact that there are 
wholesale dealers and retail dealers by virtue of this section of the ill, 
but I say it is very unwise to require a retail dealer if he sells a pound 
or half a _— of this article to put it up in a wooden package. 

Mr. HATCH. I have already said that I am willing to accept the 
amendment of the gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. GrBson ] to come 
in on line 16. 

Mr. FINDLAY. If the chairman of the committee will not accept 
my amendment, I will withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. ADAMs]. 

Mr. ADAMS. One more suggestion, Mr. Chairman. The form aud 
material of these will be by the Commissioner 0! 
Internal Revenue, and he will see to it that manufacturers do not use 
such 1-pound packages as will enable oleomargarine to be confo nuded 
with butter. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, it is only necessary for me to say 10 
reply to the gentleman from Illinois that I have already, upon counter 
ence and consultation with the Commissioner of Internal Revenue an‘ 
the officers of his bureau, obtained fully the views of those gentlemen 
upon this question, and that therefore the bill has been reported in (1° 
shape by the committee. 
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The question was taken on the amendment offered by Mr. ADAMS, 
and it was rejected—ayes 64, noes 92. : 

Mr. HATCH. Now, Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of carrying out 
the statement I have made here, I move to insert, in line 12, after the 
word “wooden,” the words ‘“ or paper;’’ so that it will read “‘in suit- 
able wooden or paper packages,”’ &c. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Why not say ‘‘or linen?” 

Mr. HATCH. Simply because, as the gentleman very well knows, 
nothing of this kind, when sold by grocers, is ever wrapped in linen. 
Mr. FINDLAY. Then why not say simply ‘suitable packages ?’ 

Mr. HATCH. Again, in line 16, after the word ‘‘ wooden,’’ I move 
to insert the words “‘ or paper.’’ 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. And the same amendment wherever 


it is necessary thro t the bill to carry out that idea. 
Mr. HATCH. I do not think it is necessary anywhere else. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ADAMS, of [llinois. I sent to the desk some time ago an amend- 
ment which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In aed nation am out & oe te” — insert in -— i gs 
the words same yw — up ee ages;"’ so as 


“ Retail dealers in o! ne must same only when put up in 
stamped packages,’’ &c, 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WHEELER. I move the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After line 23, section 6, insert: 

“No person who was reported by the tenth census as unable to read or write 
shall be fined or imprisoned for violating the provisions of sections 6, 11, 12, or 13 
of this act until one year after the passage of the bill now pending in Congress 
to aid in the su of common schools; and all money collected under this 
act shall be for the purpose of aiding in the support of common schools ; 
the money to be distributed among the States in proportion to the illiteracy in 
said States as shown by the tenth census.” 

Mr. HATCH. I raise a point of order on that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee has passed section 6, and it is 
not now amendable. 

Mr. WHEELER. Then I will move the amendment to section 7. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec.7. That every manufacturer of oleomargarine shall securely affix, by ee 
ing, on each age containing oleomargarine manufactured by him, a label 
on which 1 be printed, Seldee the number of the manufactory and the dis- 
trict and State in which it is situated, these words: ‘‘ Notice.—The manufacturer 
of the oleomargarine herein contained has complied with all the requirements 
of law. Every person is cautioned not to use either this package again or the 
stamp thereon again, nor to remove the contents of this package without de- 
stroying said stamp, under the penalty provided = law in such cases.” “Every 
manufacturer of o ne who neglects to affix such label to any package 
containing o! made by him, or sold or offered for sale by or for him, 
and e person who removes any such label so affixed from any such pack- 
5 be fined $50 for each package in respect to which such offense is com- 
m 


Mr. WHEELER. I now offer my amendment to this section. 

Mr. HATCH. I have submitted a point of order upon the gentle- 
man’s amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama? 

Mr. WHEELER. It provides, in substance, that no person shall be 
fined or imprisoned for violating certain sections of this act, provided 
he was one of those persons reported by the tenth census as unable to 
read or write, until a year after the passage of the bill now pending 
giving him an opportunity for education. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not ask the gentleman to state 
the substance of his amendment, but simply what his motion was. 

Mr. My motion was to insert this amendment at the 
end of section 7. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will again report the amendment. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. HATCH. I make the point of order that this amendment is not 
germane to the section. 

The - TheChair thinks the amendment is not germane 


to this of the bill. 
Mr. WHEELER Then I will reserve it until we reach section 11. 


Mr. VAN EATON. I move to amend the pending section by strik- 
ing out, in line 16, the word ‘fifty’ and inserting “‘twenty-five.”’ In 
support of this amendment I wish to say that unless I can succeed in 
my effort to protect “‘the great American hen”? it will be impossible 


for me to support this bill. I hold in my hand a dispatch I have just 
received from the Merchants’ Ex at Oshkosh, in the district once 
so ably represented on this floor by Hon. Mulberry Sellers. I send up 
this to be read in my time. 
Tread as follows: 
Once atime Mr. and Mrs. Cow went out f ‘ 
their custom in pleasant weather. wit —_— aor che cna, 


They took 
Butter, a bright, yellow-haired cheru admired by the friends of ; 
Cone ueiine lea charet wantened tonaterne ne 


very toe eens out, sqeompanied | by another cherub, who was its 


« Qh ammat” orted dear Butter, “See! see! Ihave found my twin.” 
“Wher nny, child,” responded Mrs. Cow, and, turning to the twin, she 
asked, FeO Ree, my 


“ Oleomargarine,” lisped 


dear?”’ 
twin, 
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‘“What a pretty name,” said Mrs, Cow; ‘‘and whois yourmamma and papa?” 
‘I do not know,” said the twin, ‘I guess I must be a poor little orphan.” 

“So you are; so you are,” said the kind Mrs. Cow; and after some consulta- 
tion with her husband and continued appeals from her own cherub, she asked 
the twin to come home with her and be a playmate for Butter. 

This the twin readily agreed to do, and that night Oly and Butty slept to- 
gether in the sweetest harmoniesof childhood. Inthe morning Mrs, Cow went 
in to call the little ones, and they both sat up in their trundle-bed. 

“Which is Butty and which is Oly?” laughed Mrs. Cow in playful mood. 

“Tam Butty,” lisped Oly, sweetly. 





; “No, I am,” screamed Butter, pulling out several handfuls of Oly’s golden 
nair. 

“No, Lam,” persisted Oly; and then Mrs. Cow, looking first at one and then 
at the other, burst into tears. 

“ How is this?” inquired Mr. Cow, coming into the nursery. 

“Oh, oh! I do not know which is Butter and which is Oleo Margarine,” cried 
Mrs. Cow, pointing at the two little similarities. 

“Eh?” gasped Mr. Cow, turning to the bed. 

“See!” exclaimed Mrs. Cow, “there isn’t any difference. Which iswhich?” 

“Both of them,” growled Mr. Cow. ‘“ But, wife, if there isn’t any difference, 
what is the difference?”? And he went back to his morning newspaper, leay- 


ing Mrs. Cow still in tears. ; 
Moral; If there is any moral to this fable, you are welcome to it. 


[ Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. VAN Eaton] has expired. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I do notexpect to add any- 
thing to the fund of information which has been contributed by other 
gentlemen on this subject, yet I am unwililng to vote on all the phases 
ofthis question without expressing my views uponit. Thereis no more 
doubt that Congress has the right to tax every pound of oleomargarine 
than that it has the right to tax every gallonof whisky and every pound 
oftobacco. Itisequally certain thatif this taxing power isabused forthe 
purpose of crushing and destroying the manufacture of oleomargarine, 
such action on the part of Congress is indefensible. The real questions 
then presented to us on this subject are, in my judgment, first, is oleo- 
margarine a proper subject of taxation; and, next, are the rates pro- 
vided in this bill fair and reasonable? 

I assume that oleomargarine is a proper subject of taxation. Why 
not? The elements of which it is composed, we are told, are cheap; 
and if we have any trustworthy information on this subject, the arti- 
cle is sold at a large profit. In addition to that, the tax which will be 
collected under this bill, if it should pass, will be paid ultimately by 
the consumers, because those who manufacture and sell oleomargarine 
will be simply the agents of the Government to collect and receive the 
tax from those who purchase and consume the article; and any one 
who has ever given any attention to this subject of taxation knows that 
taxes which are paid in this way by the consumers are the least oner- 
ous and burdensome of all taxes. 

But there is another reason why this is a proper subject of taxation, 
a reason which has been adverted to so frequently that I shall simply 
mention it. It iscertainly no objection that some desirable result fol- 
lows the taxation of this article. At present the article goes into the 
market, not as a fair competitor with the farmers’ butter, but it goes 
there masquerading under falsecolors. Now, if wecan succeed in get- 
ting revenues from this article under a proper law duly authorized by 
the Constitution, and at the same time can expose a fraud and compel 
oleomargarine, which it is said so nearly resembles butter as to require 
an expert to tell the difference between them, to hoist its own colors and 
fight under its own flag, that is certainly a desirable object, and we 
ought to be willing to pass a law for the purpose of securing that end, 
if for nothing else. 

Now, there is one other object which seems to me desirable, though 
it may not suit the views of a great many members of this House. I 
do not believe in the doctrine of protection. I am here tosay, as I will 
say upon every proper occasion, that I believe the system of protection 
to be wrong in principle and unjust in practice. It is impossible for 
one end of the seesaw board to go up without the other going down. 
It is impossible by any system of taxation to put money into the pockets 
of one class in the community without at the same time taking it out 
of the pockets of another class. If it were in my power I would wipe 
from the statute-book every tariff law except those that bring in nec- 
essary revenue. But it seems that we are notable todothis. The 
combination against us is too strong. The iron-men, the glass-men, 
the coal-men, the men interested in pine forests, and those who have 
salt-wells have so banded together—being held together not by bands 
of steel, but by bands of interest, which are infinitely stronger—that up 
to this time we have been unable to reduce materially the war taxation, 
although twenty ‘years have elapsed since the declaration of peace. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment is ex- 
hausted. 

Mr TOWNSHEND. I move to strike out ‘“‘one hundred”’ and in- 
sert ‘fifty,’ and yield my time to my colleague. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. Iam much obliged. 

I do not know, Mr. Chairman, how much longer we shall be com- 
pelled to suffer under this system of taxation. So far it has fallen with 
peculiar severity on those who live in the Great West. The farmers 
have been the hewers of wood and the drawers of water for every pro- 
tected industry in thiscountry. By reason of it they have paid higher 
prices for everything they have had to buy, and have received no higher 
prices on account of it for what they have had to sell. It has created a 
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prejudice in European markets against American agricultural products. 
France and Germany refuse to take American pork, while our exports 
of cotton and wheat to England are every year growing less. Western 
farmers have protested against this unjust tariff system. Iam here as 
the Representative of a district with 2,500 Republican majority, accord- 
ing to the last Presidential vote, because I have denounced in every 
town and at every cross-roads this infamous system of taxation. 

We can not break itdown. The combined forces of protection are 
so far too strong for us. Some of my Democratic brethren, too, I am 
sorry to say, are imbued with the same views entertained by gentlemen 
on the Republican side of the House. 

What then is the next best thing todo? I have heard that one of 
the ways of forcing the repeal of an odious law is to enforce it. If we 
can not defeat this system of tariff legislation in any other way, I am 
in favor of protecting every possible industry you can find in this coun- 
try. [Laughter and applause.] We will protect the iron-man of Penn- 
sylvania against the iron-man in Georgia, and the iron-man of Georgia 


») 
a, 


















tion immediately preceding it, and that description is not 1; 
inal packages. The revenue law a almost every instan: 
word original instead of new 
But again, while on this subject, Mir. ‘Chairman, insecti 
That every person who purchases or receives for saleany o!} . 
any manufacturer who has not paid the special tax shall be li ab 
fense to a penalty of $100, &c. 
It does not say who ‘‘ knowingly ’’ purchases, and yet, sir, , 
send your child, fourteen or fifteen years of age, to a retail s 
Mr. HATCH. I will save the time of the gentleman’s argu), 
he will permit me tointerrupt him, by saying that that was ay 
vertence in the original draught of the bill. It is the intention ¢; ; 
committee to insert the word ‘‘ knowingly ’’ when we reach that »,; 
Mr. WORTHINGTON. I am very glad to hear it, and I hope 
a careful review of the bill that the chairman of the committee 
proper time will correct many other inadvertences which are to }y 
upon examination. 





against the iron-man of Pennsylvania; and the woolen manufacturer 
in Massachusetts against the woolen manufacturer in Rhode Island, 
and the woolen manufacturer in Rhode Island against the woolen man- 
ufacturer in Massachusetts. We will interlace these protective meas- 
ures until we protect every industry in the country. In this way it 
will amount to no protection at all, because all will fare alike, and the 
people will begin to see the enormities of a system which they have 
been taught to believe was a great blessing. [Laughter and applause. ] 

Now it may besaid we do not want anyrevenue; that we have enough. 
Let us take off the tariff tax from salt, take it off lumber, reduce it on 
sugar, reduce it on woolen goods, and in their stead puta little on oleo- 
margarine, make it travel in its own clothes, and give to the farmers of 
Illinois and Iowa and Wisconsin and and Nebraska a little taste 
of this protection tax which they have been for so many years helping 
to pay into the coffers of the man rs of the East. 

If we do this, and extend this system to the protection of the farmers’ 
products, we will finda great aa gentlemen—we will find perhaps the 
venerable gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY ], for whom I have 
so much respect and who is such a strong advocate of high duty—we 
will find him and his friends learning the lesson that we have long 
since learned by sad experience, that protection is as tool, 
cutting the many while helping the aan and may possibly find Eastern 
tax-payers uniting with Western men without respect to party, Repub- 
lieans and Democrats alike joining hands to reduce the taxes in the 
shape of duties which consumers pay solely for the benefit of manu- 
facturers and producers. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Are you in favor of taxing one legitimate 
domestic industry out of existence merely because it is the successful 
competitor of another domestic industry? Is not that absolutely inde- 
fensible? 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. I think itis. I said in the outset that if 
the rates of tax were so high as to crush and destroy the oleomargarine 
interest that this bill was absolutely indefensible. I believe there is 
no propriety in putting a license tax on manufacturers of $600, on whole- 
sale dealers of $480, and still less a license tax of $48 a year on little 
retail dealers who may not have $500 worth of stock in their stores. 

A MemBer. Is 10 cents a pound too much? 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. I think that 10 cents a pound is too high. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Wilil the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. I have onlyfive minutes, and much of that 
time has already been taken up by interruptions. There are other 
matters in this bill that are objectionable. Section 6, that we have 
just been considering, contains penal legislation and you can drivea four- 
horse team through it. [Laughter and applause. } 

Mr. McADOO. Will the gentleman yield to me for a ques*ion? 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. The gentleman mustexcuseme. Itmakes 
it penal for a retailer to deliver oleomargarine in anything but a new 
wooden package. How are you going to determine whether a package 
is new or old? When you pour water into a bucket does it make that 
bucket an old one as soon as you pouritin? You put a new pair of 
shoes on for the first time and take them off again; are they new shoes 
or old shoes? What isa new and what is an old package? 


package 
Mr. HATCH. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question ? 
Mr. WORTHINGTON. 


I do not expect to get the floor again and J 
only have a few minutes. 


Mr. HATCH. I will agree to yield five minutes to the gentleman if 
he will allow me to ask a question. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. Very well; go ahead. 

Mr. HATCH. Does not the gentleman know that under the t 
revenue laws you enforce the very provisions enacted here and which 
he criticises, by providing that cigar-boxes and tobacco shall 
not be used a second time to put in or to put tobacco in? 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, y; and I have no objection to such 
a provision; but while you are saying that I want you to put it in lan- 
guage that is not of misconstruction. 

— aes It is exactly in the language of the statute-book on 
subject. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. I fear the gentleman from Missouri is mis- 
taken in that, for he will find that the reference is made to the descrip- 





tax is coeval with sovereignty. 
ble to hear. 


bald-headed men are standing up in front. 





For myself I wish to say that if this tax can be reasonably red 


and if the license tax is put at fair figures I am in favor of the pi)|,_ | 
agree with the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] that the e bil 


right in principle, and with these modifications I hope to see it », 


and I would be glad to see gentlemen who occupy the same posit; 
that I do with reference to the bill in its present form aid in co 
ing its serious and manifest defects and thereby secure its speedy ena 


ment into law. [ Applause. ] 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. EVERHART. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that the right 
It is essential to its existence; 
neither grant nor reservation—— 

Mr. STRUBLE. I rise to a question of order; it is utterly impos. 


it needs 


The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. 
Mr. STRUBLE. Just as in the circuses it will be observed that 1! 
[ Laughter. | 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. How about the red-headed o 
[Renewed laughter]. 

The CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen will resume their seats. 
tleman from Pennsylvania is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EVERHART. Mr. , the right to tax is coeval wi 


The ve 


sovereignty; is essential to its existence; needs neither grant nor re 


vation, and is limited mainly by the uniformity of its operation and the 
wisdom of the Government. It is a legislative right, and no court will 
inquire as to the degree of its exercise. It may impose prohibitory bur- 
dens upon foreign and domestic products. It may discriminate for or 
against industries or classes. It may throw greater restrictions around 
distilleries than breweries; favor cider more than wine, and cigars mor 
than cigarettes. And Congress under other clauses may bestow char'- 
ties, endow schools, grant pensions, punish counterfeiters, and by the 
establishment of a national board of health provide against the invasion 
of disease. The constitutionality of the question under seeeidecst 
seems therefore beyond dispute, whether it be for revenue only, 
diately for the public welfare. The policy is justified by the fi acts, 
Mr. n, the time-honored business of butter-making is tlireat 
ened with signal mischief. Another article has been put in circ 
tion not as original, or auxiliary, or even as a substitute, but skill 
fully disguised so as to for the honest product. And this is oleo- 
margarine. [Laughter.] Composed, as said, in some instances at least. 
of miscellaneous offal, the slag of the butcher-shop, the kitchen, an 
the alley; dissolved, neutralized, combined, and prepared by drugs an‘ 
temperatures so that it may resemble the taste, form, and color, and 
bear the name of butter. Then its fabrication and excellence are 
lauded as if its origin were associated with springs and pastures, wi 
cows and churns, and all the charm and flavor of the dairy. | Ap. 
plause, ] 
The more perfect the imitation the more saleable and dangerous th 
commodity. And this mixture its friends expect the poor man to Tv: 
under his tongue as if it were a morsel sweet as sin, and which indeed i 
it may be. [Applause and laughter.] Against this substance, whox 
claim now to be deemed a rival industry savors of a false prete nsioD, 
the bill would ao. as other measures protect them agains 


bogus coin and the of infected rags. It is designe/—— 
{ Here the —_ 


Mr. HENDERSON, of fowa. Mr. Chairman, if I can be recognize’ 
I will yield every one of my minutes to the gentleman from !’exnsy!- 


vania. 

Mr. EVERHART. Iam much obli a 
Pt seems even more reprehensibie than that which exaggerate 
or disparages, or that which surreptitiously abstracts property, 0° t)' 
violence which boldly seizes it. It not only deceives the customer, )"' 
assails the credit of the real article, confounds its identity, impairs its 


prestige. anemacgpeinn ts be neither 
filthy nor deleterious, na nay, though it be pure 


Such a 


as the ‘‘icicle on 
Dian’s temple”’ and wholesome as the ** bread of ” or, “1 

“ = terfeit 
the oo ens of more 
ts tendency, like that of poor money to expel the 
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better, would, unhindered, usurp the market and corrupt the trade. 
And this to the serious and aggravated damage of that great majority 
who cultivate the soil, whose sweat and labor mingle with its furrows, 
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and augment the public wealth; who supply us sustenance from the 
harvest and the orchard; who are the conservators of law and order; 
and whose brawny patriotism is the last unfailing reliance in the hour 
of trouble, in riot, and in war. [Loud applause. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the pending amendment 
and the amendment to the amendment. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. VAN EATON was read, as follows: 


In line 16, strike out the word “ fifty” and insert ‘ twenty-five.” 


The amendment to the amendment proposed by Mr. TOWNSHEND 
was read, as follows: 

Strike out “twenty-five” and insert “ one hundred.” 

The amendment to the amendment was disagreed to. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read section 8, as follows: 


Seo, 8. That w oleomargarine which shall be manufactured and sold, or 
ta for commnneptions or use, there shall be assessed and collected a tax of 10 
cents pound, to be paid by the manufacturer thereof; and any fractional 
part of a pound in a shall be taxed asa pound. The tax levied by this 
section shall be by coupon stamps; and the provisions of existing 
laws ing the engraving, issue, sale, accountability, effacement, and de- 
nate stamps relating to tobacco and snuff, as far as applicable, are hereby 
made to apply to stamps provided for by this section. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND. I offer the amendment which I send to the 


esk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 3, strike out “10” and insert “2,” so that it will read ; 

“ There shall be assessed and collected a tax of 2 cents per pound. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I have no desire to detain the House with any 
elaborate remarks on the amendment. I simply wish to call attention 
to the nature of it. The bill provides a tax of 10 cents a pound on 
oleomargarine, The amendment I offer proposes to reduce that to 2 
cents. If the same quantity of oleomargarine is manufactured next 
year that it is said was manufactured last year a tax of 2 cents a pound 
will raise a revenue of $2,000,000. 

Several Members. Four million dollars. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Be that as it may, a tax of 2 cents a pound 
will raise an ample fund to defray all the expenses that may be neces- 
sary to enforce the revenue law in this case. 

I shall not occupy the attention of the committee longer at this time. 
I think it would be wise if the friends of this bill should adopt the 
amendment. If it is adopted I am confident we will have a speedy 
conclusion of the discussion over this bill. 

Mr. BAYNE. I rise to oppose the amendment. I believe if this 
amendment is adopted—and I know a great effort is being made to re- 
duce the tax from 10 cents to 2 cents per pound, or some other fig- 
ure—it will eviscerate from this bill its efficacy and its force. This 
bill is intended to protect the dairy interests of this country. If the 
tax be made so low that this stuff may be manufactured, and put in 
competition with butter on the market, although all the safeguards 
that are provided for by this bill shall remain in it, it nevertheless 
will persist as a rival for honest butter in the market and sooner or 
later will drive honest butter out of the market. 

Now, if you put a tax of 2 cents a pound on this article, and the cost 

it is but 8 cents a pound, you have a material which 
can be put the market at 10 cents a pound; and if you undertake 
to put upon the market a commodity that will cost but 10 cents a pound 
against a commodity that can not be produced at a profit at less than 20 
or 25 cents a pound, the effect is going to be, as certain as anything can 
be, he the lower-priced article will drive out of the market the higher 


d 


You can talk as much as you please about the safeguards thrown 
around this; about the manufacturer having to put the article in a 
marked package; about the retail dealer having to sell from a marked 
package, but who is to protect the consumer, and what provision in 
this bill is to advise the consumer when the commodity is put on the 
tablethat thatis oleomargarineand not butter? All thesethings may be 
done, and yet when this thing reaches a boarding-house table, the table of 
the , or the tableof any citizen there is no mark by which you 
it from honest butter. It is there, and all the safe- 
guards taken would. amount to atall. To reduce this tax to 2 
cents a pound would be to take out of this bill the very feature of it 
protection of the dairy interest. And I say to the 
that if they vote in this amendment they 
the bill at all, because, although all that 
butterine will be sold and it 
be a rival to honest butter in the market and will reach the con- 
and the consumer will have no means of determining what it is. 
TOWNSHEND. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
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Doesthe gentleman believe honest butter will 

compete with oleomargarine when the purchaser knows 
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Mr. BAYNE. It can not compete with oleomargarine. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. When the purchaser knows it? 

Mr. BAYNE. He does not know it. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. He will if this bill is passed. 

Mr. BAYNE. I do not care whether the retail grocer knows it, 
whether the wholesale dealer and the manufacturer know it, they may 
know it; but the consumers are the persons who ought to be advised. 
If you will incorporate into this bill some provision like what they have 
in the State of Vermont, requiring that oleomargarine shall be colored 
so that when it is put upon the table the consumer will be able to dis- 


tinguish its color from that of natural butter, then you will havea pro- 
tection; and for my part you can then make the tax as low as you 
please—1 mill a pound, if you want to do it in that way. But unless 


| that is done the passage of this bill will be a keeping of the promise 


to the earand breaking it to the hope of the farmers of this country if 
you reduce the tax from 10 cents a pound to 2 cents. 

A tax of 10 centsa pound will cause the exportation of this material. 
I understand that it is being largely exported now. Let us keep this 
tax on it and encourage its exportation. Let us ‘‘ build up”’ our foreign 
commerce in this way by subsidizing steamship lines, if necessary, and 
get rid of this ‘‘surplus product”’ to the other countries of the world. 
{Laughter.] But do not take from this bill its vital force, its efficacy, 
its protective feature. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Does not the gentleman know that un- 
der the provisions of this bill the manufacturer may export oleomar- 
garine without paying the 10-cent tax. 

Mr. BAYNE. I know it, and I want it that way. I do not want 
one centof tax put upon that which is exported. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. McCREARY. I move to strike out ‘“‘ two’’ and insert ‘‘five.’’ 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Chairman, this debate has developed one remark- 
able fact: The legislative records of gentlemen who have opposed this 
bill are noticeable for their opposition to monopoly, centralization, and 
consolidation. Now I wish to call the attention of the House to the 
fact that the principal protests against this measure have originated 
not only with boards of trade, but with gentlemen who are controlling 
and monopolizing many of the great industries of this country. I call 
attention to the fact that ten or fifteen years ago the article of lard was 
produced all over the United States by every farmer, and the sale of it 
was not centralized in any one locality, while to-day if a man desires 
to engage in any considerable transaction in lard he is obliged to go to 
the city of Chicago, and there have it dealt out to him by two or three 
firms who control the lard industry of the country, and at such prices 
as they may choose to part with it. 

The same men who are at present controlling the wheat and corn 
markets and the lard and the hog products of the United States now 
propose to control the industry which seeks to displace the legitimate 
dairy interest of the country. They can not control it until they de- 
stroy the farmer. But when they dodestroy the dairyman and his in- 
dustry, when his cows are sold by the sheriff and his farm is soid by 
the sheriff and the seven millions of men who comprise this industrial 
class have been driven into bankruptcy and ruin by fraud and the arti- 
cle of pure butter can only be found on the tables of the rich, the wage- 
worker can have the privilege of buying from these gentlemen who are 
now appealing to this House a filthy, unwholesome counterfeit or imi- 
tation of butter at double the price at which the pure article can be 
procured if the dairy industry is preserved. I hear gentlemen on this 
floor saying that the opposition to this bill is in the interest of the wage- 
worker. Ifit is, sir, I fail to see it. 

I say that this bill is for the purpose of keeping disseminated through- 
out this country an interest which concerns the health and the comfort 
and welfare of all the people of the country and giving every man who 
chooses an opportunity to engage in it. 

The distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania, my colleague, Gov- 
ernor CURTIN, speaks for the Knights of Labor. Other gentlemen on 
this floor speak in behalf of other classes, but the gentlemen who are 
opposing this bill have not yet expressed one particle of sympathy with 
the farmer. I can say to the House that the failure of this bill will 
put butter or its imitation representative into the hands of the biggest 
monopoly that exists in this country to-day. 

Mr. GLASS. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out ‘‘ten’’ and insert 
‘fone,’ and I offer that as asubstitute forthe pending amendment. I 
offer this amendment in good faith, and pledge myself if it be adopted 
to vote for the bill; but, sir, I can not vote for any bill that embodies 
the doctrine of protecting one domestic industry against another. In 
my interviews with the dairymen I have never heard one of them state 
that the object of levying this tax on oleomargarine was to bring reve- 
nue to the Treasury. On the other hand, all of them have stated that 
the object was to protect the dairy interest of the country against the 
injurious competition of these products. Mr. Chairman, I can not com- 
mit myself to such a policy. I believe that the internal-revenue sys- 
tem is odious to the people of this country and inconsistent with the 
genius and the spirit of republican government, and so soon as we 
approach the payment of our war debt I hold that that system should 
be —_— away from our statute-books. [Cries of “‘ Vote!’’ 
** Vote!” 
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The CHAIRMAN. The amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. GLASS] is not now in order. 

Mr. GLASS. I offer it as a substitute. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not a substitute. It is an amendment in 
the third degree, and is not in order. The question will first be taken 
on the amendment offered by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mc- 
CREARY ] totheamendment of the gentleman from Illinois. Theamend- 
ment is to strike out ‘‘two’’ and insert “‘five.’’ 

Mr. LEHLBACH. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last 
word. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not in order. 

Mr. LEHLBACH. Is not debate in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order at this time. Debate has 
been exhausted and the question must now be put upon the amendment 
to the amendment. 

The question being taken, the amendment of Mr. MCCREARY was 
rejected; there being—ayes 33, noes 90. 

Mr. GLASS. May I now offer my amendment as an amendment to 
the original amendment ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman is now in 
order and will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend the amendment by striking out the word “two” and inserting “‘ one,” 
making the tax 1 cent per pound. 

The amendment was rejected; there being—ayes 47, noes 118. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question now recurs on the amendment of 
the gentleman from [linois [Mr. TowNSHEND], which will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 3, strike out “ten” and insert “two,” so as to make the tax 2 cents 
per pound, 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Mr. Chairman, is debate exhausted ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can move to amend the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I move then to amend the amendment by 
striking out the last word. 

Bir. i , it has been proclaimed to this House time and again 
by the representatives of the great butter industry, by those who speak 
for the agricultural interests of this country—and I represent that in- 
terest with others here—that all that is desired in this matter is such 
a law as will place the manufacture of oleomargarine separate and 
apart from the manufacture of butter, compelling the men who manu- 
facture eleomargarine to label or stamp it for what it is, so that it may 
go to the consumer as oleomargarine and not as butter. Now, there is 
not a man on this floor who does not know that a tax of 2 cents a pound 
is ample and more than ample to pay the expense of bringing about 
that result. Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say to this side of the 
House—we are for protecting American industries against every kind 
of foreign competition—in that we differ from our friends on the other 
other side—— 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The chairman of the commit- 
tee [Mr. Hatcn] has said that no expense would be incurred, and 
therefore we do not even need a 2-cent tax. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Iacceptthe suggestion, even the 2-cent tax- 
ation is not required; but supposing a tax of this amount is necessary 
and is sufficient, I wish to say to my friends on this side of the House, 
if the time has come when you are willing to wipe out one legitimate 
domestic industry which but for your antagonistic legislation might 
survive and flourish, to wipe it out simply because it is the competitor 
of another domestic industry, you may expect that the specter of free 
trade will stalk to every town and village of this country within five 
years, and it ought to, as the inevitable result of the blow you deal at 
the protective system. [Applause on the Democratic side} 

Now, let me say anotherthing. If oleomargarine is what gentlemen 
say it is, the bare exposure of the character of the article, the bare re- 
quirement that it shall appear before the country for what it is, is enough 
to destroy it. If it can not stand on its own merits, it ought to die. 
If it can survive and flourish on its own merits, there is no right on the 

rt of Congress to strike it down, without other reason than that it 

as entered the field to compete for favor with another domestic prod- 
uct of the country, no matter whether that other product is of the 


_ field, shop, factory, mill, or dairy. 


Mr. BAYNE. Will the gentleman vote for a proposition to require 
this product to be colored pink or blue or some other color which will 
distinguish it from butter? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. It is not necessary to color it pink or blue 
or to stamp on it a fac-simila of the American flag. It is simply neces- 
sary that it should pose in its own domain as oleomargarine; and if the 
people of this country desire to buy it, knowing what it is, upon its 
merits for what it is, if citizens of the country desire to manufacture 
it for what it is, selling it in its true character, I deny the right of 
Congress to wipe it out simply because some other industry finds it in 
the field as a. competitor. [Applause. 

Mr. HATCH. The Speaker informs me that there are several exec- 
utive communications upon his table which should be presented to the 
House this evening, and I therefore move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. ‘ 


The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the \}, 
House on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under... 
sideration the bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also imposing a tay ,,,., 
and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and export.;\,,, , 
oleomargarine, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

REBECCA ELDRIDGE. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair lays before the House a commuy 
from the President of the United States, which the Clerk wi]! ;, 
The Clerk read as follows: 


To the House of Representatives : 


I return without approval a bill originating in the House of Represe),{,,,, 
numbered 2145, and entitled “An act for the relief of Rebecca Eldridge 

This bill provides for the payment of a pension to the claimant as the wiq,.. 
of Wilber i. Eldridge, v‘ho was mustered into the service on the 24th day, 
July, 1862,and discharged Jnne 21,1865. He was joned at the rate of $9 p.. 
month for a slight wound ia the calf of the left leg, received on the 251); 4 

, 1865. ere is no pretense that this wound wasat all serious, and 9 ... 

geon who examined it in 1880 aes that in his opinion the wounded p, 
“was not inca) tated from obtaining his subsistence by manual labor: ,),,. 
the ball “rather superficially the museles,” and that the part. 
ensadnct said there was no lameness “ after long standing or walking 4 
g deal. 

On the 28th of January, 1881, while working about a building he fel] back warq 
from a ladder and fractured his skull, from which he died the same day. 

Without a particle of proof and with no fact established which connects the 
fatal accident in the remotest degree with the wound referred to it is proposeq 
to grant a pension to the widow of $12 per month. 

It is not a thing to interfere in sucha case. But we are dealing wit) 
pensions and not with gratuities. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 
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EXEcuTIvVE MAnNsiIon, May 28, 1886. 
Mr. MATSON. I move that the bill and accompanying messaze he 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed, 
The motion was agreed to. 


ELEANOR C. BANGHAM. 


TheSPEAKER. TheChair also lays before the House the following 
communication from the President of the United States, which the 
Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

To the House of Representatives : 


I hereby return without approval a bill which originated in the House of Rep. 
resentatives numbered 1582, and entitled “An act for the relief of Eleanor 
” 


The claimant in this case isthe widow of John S. Bangham, who was mustered 
into the service of the United States as a private on the 26th day of March, 1%, 
and was d by General Order June 23, 1865. 

It ok uatas hee Sheen meanteoes cetviee he was sick a considerable 
part of the time; and records in two of the hospitals to which he was admit- 
ted show that his sickness was epilepsy. T 
character of his illness in other hospitals. 
His widow, the present claimant, filed an cugiention for pension March L2, 
1878, alleging that hasband committed su September 10, 1873, from the 
effects of chronic diarrhea and general debility contracted in the service. Upon 
the evidence then uced her claim was allowed at the rate of $8 a month. She 

upon the rolls until July, 1885, whena examination of the case 

was made, upon which it was and admitted by the pensioner that 

anh iliod oe ~ ee child ane, and that 
a wing an t committed suicide. 

Upon these facts it was determined by the Pension Bureau that tlie pension 
should not have been granted, and it was withdrawn. It was so satisfactorily 

roven that the disease which oe caused the death of the claimant's 

usband was not contracted in the service that,in my opinion, the conclusion 
arrived at on such examination should stand. ¢ 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 


EXQEcuTiIve MAnstion, May 28, 1886. 
Mr. MATSON. I move that the bill and accompanying message be 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions and ordered to be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 
SIMMONS W. HARDEN. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair also lays before the House a commun 
— from the President of the United States, which the Clerk wu 


The Clerk read as follows: 
To the Senate and House ef Representatives : 


are no records showing the 


I hereby return without approval bill numbered 1406, which origina! 
the -— of Representatives, and is entitled “An act granting a pension to Sin 
mons . 


a martiened oo bill enlisted as a private December 5), 150) 


and was discharged 7, . 

He filed an ieation for pension in 1866, in which he alleged that he was 
jured in the side by a fall from a wayon while in the service. os 

In 1880 he filed means caplintion, in which he claimed that he was afliicte: 
with an en t of the lungs and heart from overexertion atarevicw. !is 
record in the Army makes no mention of either of these troubles, but dows *0"" 
that he had at some time during his service d and intermittent feve! 

The fact that fourteen years after he med to have been injured by 
fall from a woes Semee he discovered that enlargementof the lungs 01\\": 
=e a ty is calculated to at least raise a doubt as to the val 


The evidence as to his condition at the time of enlistment, as wel! ®= *'"°° 
seems quite contradictory and unsatisfactory. The committee to which (ve >. 
was report that *the only question in the case is as to his cond!!.0" S 

and the evidence is so flatly contradictory on that po 4 
it is to decide that q - 


a ‘ 
bons declaration it is proposed to allow him a pension ‘ f £16 
. th, though he has survived all his ailments long enough to reach the age 


, think upon the a — pated : the action-of the Pension Bureau ov erring 
a ee GROVER CLEVELAND, 


EXeEcvrTIve MAnNsion, May 28, 1836. 
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Mr. MATSON. I move that the bill and accompanying message be 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions and ordered to be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. FISHER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re rted that the 
committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill (H. R. 4838) 
to abolish certain fees for official services to American vessels, and to 
amend the laws relating to shipping commissioners, seamen, and own- 
ers of vessels, and for other purposes; when the Speaker signed the 
same. 

Mr. SCOTT. I move that the House take a recess until half past 7 
o'clock this evening. ; 

Mr. HAMMOND. If we take a recess until half past 7, will the 
a be for the consideration of pension bills only ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The session this evening will be held under the 

ial order of the House. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Iask by unanimous consent that the session this 
evening be ed till 8 o’clock. It is difficult for members to get 
back at past 7, and few are present at that hour. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

The House accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 55 minutes p. m.) took a 
recess until 8 o’clock p, m. 





EVENING SESSION. 

The recess having expired, the House (at 8 o'clock p. m.) was called 
to order by the Chief Clerk, who directed the reading of the following 
communication: 

SPEAKER'S Room, House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., May 28, 1886. 

Sir: Hon. James B. McCreary is designated to preside as Speaker pro tempore 
at the session of the House this evening. 

J. G. CARLISLE, Speaker. 


Hon. Joun B. Ciark, Jr., 
Clerk House of Represeitatives. 


Mr. McCreary accordingly took the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. MATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering bills 
under the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, Mr. MCMILLIN in the chair. 

Mr. ERMENTROUT. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
the privilege be accorded to each member present to call up a bill for 
consideration before proceeding with the general order. 

There was no objection. 

ABEL MISHLER. 

Mr. ERMENTROUT called up the bill (H. R. 2964) to restore to 
oP illon the name of Abel Mishler, of Pennsylvania; which was 

as follows: 


Beit enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized to restore to the pension-list the name of Abel Mishler, late first lieu- 
tenant of Company H, One hundred and twenty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, and quartermaster of said regiment. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JENNETIE DOW. 


Mr. LYMAN called up the bill (H. R. 3363) granting a pension to 
Jennette Dow; which was read, as follows: 


Beit 7 O-., Tot the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and to enter upon the pension-roll of the United States, atthe 


rate of $8 per month, the name of Jennette Dow, widow of Charles E. Dow, 


late first sergeant of Company K, Eighty-ninth Regiment of Illinois Infantr 
Volunteers. d 


The committee recommend the adoption of the following amend- 
ment: 

Strike out, in line 5, the words “at the rate of —- dollars per month” and in- 
sert “subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

MARY RENFRO. 

Mr. NEAL called up the bill (H. R. 2358) granting a pension to Mary 

Renfro, which was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, di- 
perme de! wad the name of Mary Renfro, mother of Mark C. Moutro, desenss x 
D, Second 


late a in . Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, on the 
pension-roll of the U: States at the rate of $8 per month, according to the 


Sekar ee ere overing euch cases, said pension to continue during the 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. TAULBEE) was read, as follows: 
The son of claimant, Mark C. Renfro, enlisted as private in Com- 
Suny as Tennessee Volunteers, September 1, 1861, and was killed in battle 
filed application for pension as dependent mother on August 13, 1879, 
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which was “‘ rejected by Pension Office December 2, 1882, on the ground thatthe 
soldier at the date of his death leftachild surviving him. The soldier was killed 
July 20, 1864, and it is shown by the testimony of witnesses that his child cied 
July 22, 1864. 


The facts are fully shown by the brief as prepared in the Pension Office as fl- 
lows, to wit: 

“ Bazzel Hedgceoth and F. M. Narramore testify that they have been acquainted 
with the claimant and her family for fifty years; was acquainted with the soldier 


at and before his enlistment, at which time he and his young wife were living 


with and supporting his parents, and that soldier's wife died about March 8, 1864, 
leaving a child, Mary F. Renfro, who within a few weeks after died, and that 
said child was the only child of said soldier; that said soldier was the youngest 


son of the claimant, and was her only support, and that he did provide for and 
contribute to her support before and after his enlistment; that claimant's hus- 
band, William Renfro, has been totally unable to perform manual labor since the 
death of the soldier. 


“Clerk of court certifies that assessed value of real estate assessed to claimant's 


husband from 1865 to 1881 varies from $500 to $1,600. 


“F. M. Narramore and J. F. Greer testify that the lands assessed to claimant's 


husband were poor and unproductive, and the title is in dispute, and that income 
} 


would not be worth $250; that claimant, or husband, has had no income since 


1864.” 


Your committee recommend the passage of the bill with the following amend- 


ment: Strike out, in line 7, the words “at the rate of eight dollars per month.”’ 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, I would like 


to know who has charge of this bill? 


Mr. NEAL. I did not make the report on the bill, but I am ready 
to answer any questions the gentleman may wish to ask. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Are you familiar with the 
facts in this case ? 

Mr. NEAL. Iam not only familiar with the facts in the case, but 
I know the parties personally as well as the witnesses who have testi- 
fied to it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Has this claimant any other 


sons, or had she any other besides this one ? 


Mr. NEAL. Yes, sir; she has several other sons who have families 


of their own and live in that county. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. What are their circumstances ? 
Mr. NEAL. They are all in very moderate circumstances. This 


land spoken of where this man lived is the table-land of the Cumber- 
land Mountains and is very unproductive, as everybody knows who is 
acquainted with that part of the country and its agricultural char- 
acter. 


If you will notice the report shows that there was a child of this sol- 


dier at the timeof his death. The soldier was killed in battle and the 
child died two days after the soldier. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. it is stated that this claim was 


once rejected by the Department here upon the ground that the soldier 


left a child. It does not seem that the child was living at the time the 


application was filed. 


Mr. NEAL. No, sir, but at the time that the soldier was killed the 
child was living, and would have been entitled to the pension which 
belonged to the father, but the child died two days after. Technically 
the Pension Office could not grant the claim for a pension to the depend- 
ent mother under the law. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Be kind enough to explain to 
me the reason of the rejection. 

Mr. NEAL. Iam not familiar with the pension laws. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I wish toask a question in ref- 
erence to this case, and if the gentleman can not answer it, perhaps some 
member of the committee will be kind enough todo so. I wish to know 
why the fact that this child was living upon the date of the soldier’s 
death would militate against the claim of the dependent mother ? 

Mr. ROWELL. Because that is the law. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. If there was any child living 
at all at the time of his death? 

Mr. ROWELL. Yes; if any child was living at the date of the death 
of the soldier, that cuts out the dependent father or mother. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Suppose the child had died 
prior to the death of the soldier ? 

Mr. ROWELL. Then the mother would have been entitled to the 
pension. 

Mr. NEAL. I supposeit is true that on technical grounds only the 
case wasrejected. Had the child survived, of course it would have been 
entitled to the pension; but under the circumstances the committee 
think that it should go to the dependent mother. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Now, Mr. Chairman, there are 
a number of us present here who are familiar with the productiveness 
of the Tennessee farms and of that country where this land islocated. I 
suppose the gentleman occupying the chair, as well as myself, has trav- 
eled over that portion of the country and knows itscharacter. It seems 
that this claimant’s husband has a farm which is assessed at $500 to 
$1,600. That, it must be apparent, would be the assessed value of a 
very good farm in that part of the country—of course not a very large 
farm; but it is also said that this lady has vigorous sons, In addition 
now to the fact there is this farm, I do not think that this is a just 
claim upon public charity or shows a dependentcondition. They have 
not lost that farm, but have occupied it since the war, as shown by the 
testimony cited. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. But the report shows that there is no in- 
come. 
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Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Well, there is no income but 
the crops on farms generally. There is not one farm in a thousand that 
has an income outside of the crops. In view of the fact that this lady 
has a number of vigorous children living, who at most would be called 
upon for a very sparse expression of love and responsibility to care for 
her, I think under such circumstances it would have a tendency to 
dry up the well-springs of natural love for the Federal Government to 
enter upon such charities. 

We have never found that gifts of that character help society. I ob- 
ject to the pension upon those grounds. I do not think there is any 
state of dependency shown. The bill had better be passed over, be- 
cause I shall require a quorum. 

Mr. NEAL. As tothe merits of this case and the proof on file, it 
is unnecessary for me to refer to them at any great length. The gen- 
tleman from Arkansas is certainly not familiar with the farming lands, 
especially on the table-lands, of the Cumberland Mountains where this 
woman lives. Although this woman has other children, as I havestated, 
who may be vigorous, still it is well known to every one who is ac- 
quainted with the productive character of the farms on those table- 
landsthat it is very difficult for the people there to subsist by farming. 
There may be 500 acres of land in this tract, and yet as farming land 
it may not be worth $500. The proof shows all the other children of 
this woman have left her and have families of their own to provide for. 
The proof shows that this old lady was dependent upon her soldier son 
for her livelihood, and only upon the technical ground that this soldier 
had a child living at the time of his death, which died two days after- 
ward, the claim was rejected at the Department. I think, knowing 
the facts as I do, this is a meritorious case. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Has any gentleman posses- 
sion of the facts as to the expression of the Department in regard to 
that technical objection? Does the Department state that but for that 
technical objection they would have granted the pension ? 

Mr. NEAL. They objected on that ground. That is whatis stated 
in the report. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The t does not seem 
to have intimated that but for that objection the application would 
have been granted. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. The Department never state it in 
that way. They state the grounds of rejection. They do not state 
what they might have done had the facts been otherwise. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Then it is entirely inferential 
that the Department would have granted a pension otherwise. 

Mr. ROWELL, I would like to ask the eman from Arkansas 
a question. Suppose you had a farm worth , and suppose you had 
to hire the labor upon it, how much would be the income ? What per 
cent. of the value of the farm would be the income? Would it be 
over 10 per cent. ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. A farm assessed at $500 is 
worth a good deal more. 

Mr. ROWELL. That depends on the State you are in. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. We know as a general rule 
that property is not assessed at more than one-third of its value. 

Mr. ROWELL. In Massachusetts they assess it at 100 per cent. of 
its value. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. We have no evidence in this 
case that the property is assessed at 100 cent. of its value. The 
general rule is to assess it at one-third of its value. 

Mr. ROWELL. The value of the land is generally measured by the 
amount of income it would bring. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. And the income of a farm is 
always the income over and above the li 

Mr. ROWELL. The income of a farm is what it will bring after hir- | )> 
ing the labor. If a man works his farm and his own labor upon 
it the amount of what would be his wages is into account in esti- 
mating the valueofthefarm. Measured by the income it will bring, a 
a nonan $1,000 may bring an income of net; and that would not 
support for this woman. 
ve REC INRIDGE, of Arkansas. I would call thata very small 
income. But we know this, that when labor is hired on a farm like 
that they raise what they consume; they raise their hogs; they have 
their cows, their orchard, &c. 

Mr. ROWELL. Suppose you were to rent it, would not that bea 
way of estimating the income of such a farm? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas I ask the tleman to wait 
a moment. this from the standpoint from which 
the een DS an Illinois [Mr. RowEL1] was looking at it. They 
have their garden; a have ee ee 
particular; and w income they have is something over and above 
the cost of living; it is ; omnghes ‘eeaitts That is the way in which 
farmers estimate their income. They do not estimate the cost of living 
in the income. I think the gentleman from Illinois is enough of a 

to know that as well as I do. 

Mr. ROWELL. I do not estimate it in that way. Ifa man works 
his farm, what he earns upon it by his labor is deducted from the ac- 
count as wages. The income above that is its rental value, and any 
farm that will pay 5 per cent. net is a good farm. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. My disposition is in every 
pension case to give the benefit of the doubt toa claimant. [ unde; 
stand the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. NEAL] to say he knows t}yo 
claimant. 

Mr. NEAL. It has been twenty years since I saw her. I saw }, 
there while attending to a lawsuit. Her husband was then a mapis 
trate. He is still living and both are over eighty years of age A), 4 
I know the land. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Is the land poor? 

Mr. NEAL. Itis poor, asall the land on the table-lands of the ¢ 
berland Mountains is. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Iam familiar with that coy). 
try myself, and I will ask the gentleman this:-Do you believe this js 
a@ worthy case? 

Mr. NEAL. I believe it is, otherwise I would not have presented it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Do you think she is in a co 
dition of dependency? 

Mr. NEAL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 

Mr. BRADY. I should like to ask the gentleman from Arkansas 4 
question. The gentleman spoke in a low tone of voice, but I unde: 
stood him to say in discussing the question that he regarded & pasion 


I withdraw the objection. 


as public charity. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I expressed no such opinion 
as that. I look upon a proper pension as a public duty. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 


ABRAHAM POINTS. 
Mr. HEPBURN. [I call up the bill (H. R. 8556) granting a pension 
to Abraham Points. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected to place the name of Abraham Points, late a private in Company (©, Forty- 
second Regiment Missouri Infantry, and now a resident of Aiberten.’ Towa, on the 
pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, I should like 
to hear the in that case. 

The report (by Mr. CoNGER) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Buna, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8556 
granting a pension to Abraham Points, have considered the same, and beg to 


his soldier was a private in Gongens Cc, ve in cine Missouri Volunteers. 


He filed his declaration for pension thatat Tullahoma 
Tenn., in February, ee in a playful way 
and threw him down, his left arm so > thas the elbow-joint became 
anchylosed, and has so to this date. He also alleges that at Shelby- 


ville, Tenn., in the fall of 1864, his eyes 


became sore, and so continued until t!c« 
left eycis nearly blind and the aabboe 


muchaffected. Hisclaim was rejected 


by the Pension Office “on the ground the disabilities for which pension is 
claimed before enlistment.” 

The rejection seems to have been based upon the result of a lal examina- 
perenne — that en ny a — : his =~ dislo 
cated, one time sore eyes; but itis a very clearly proven that th. 
early injury to arm never d him from the of all kinds o! 

manual labor, and that the elbow was not Se nor dur- 
his accident alleged, his that he always 
ed and could handle seeuioeh on wall on anyone up im time of the in- 

j to his arm. 


enlistment is proven by affidavits of his officers 
and of ema ate examined Son abeniiotanant 
Peter Thompson and ae 5S H. Wykoff, both of soldier's company, 
testi ~~ aoe ee een aa claimant was injured ; that tle 


Seaman the influence liquor. They 
also both testify to to inewinenee sore eyes and their continuance until! dis 


The continuance to the date of both disabilities is well authenticate 
by neighbors and by ‘The latest medical examination gives the nn 


“Granular conjunctivitis lids of both e and considerable opacity of bot) 
corner. obscured atone not see to — manual labor; 


——— one-half. he eee eo left elbow- joint; 
A H. WRAY, Examining Surgeon.’ 


our committee find that this soldier was disabled in the service, and from nv 
fault of his; hisdisabilities have been continuous and still exist. They believe 
should be pensioned, and therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I think we have 
arrived at a stage in the action of Congress upon these ion matters 
when this House ought to stop for a moment to consider how far in the 
discharge of their public duties ae. can go in we away the money 
of the people in the form, not of pensions, but of gratuities. The re- 


b semi-flexed ; pro- 


port just read shows a case presenting this state of facts, that the in- 
Juries received the icant for a did not in any way or de- 
gree arise from of any military duty. They were such in- 


juries as are incident to any condition of civil life and such as might 
occur whether the party was in the Army or out of it. Without as- 
signing any reason why military duty brought upon him sore eyes, 
this man claims a pension because his eyes got sore, and also because, 
in skylarking or playirig a game, he received other injuries. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, I submit that the claim here made far exceeds any claim 

has a right to make upon his country, and in calling 
tine attention of the House to the facts of this case, I want to call at- 
fentien also to the character of our legislation gunecally upon this sub- 
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ject. I donot mean to deal unkindly with the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions; I do not mean to deal unkindly with anybody in this House, 
nor with any side of it. I do not desire to wound or shock the feel- 
ings, the sympathies, or the sentiments of anybody, but I do desire, in a 
calm unimpassi manner to put in as condensed form as possible 
some statements that may go to the country showing how we legislate 
here upon the subject of ; y E 

I noah with the ener: oe granting of pensions by this 
House is done usually by men. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR Then why does not the gentleman attend 
these pension sessions and make the number twenty-one? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West E will tell you directly. Isay the 

of pensions is 
those twenty men it is safe to say that net more than two have ever 
read the bills or the reports that ars presented here to be acted upon. 

In this statement I include the members of the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, and I say that as a rule not more than two out of the 
twenty could make any statement of any given case if called upon. 

Mr. GALLINGER. How does the gentleman know that? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. More than two-thirds of these pen- 
sion cases are passed without even the report made by the subcommit- 
tee being read to the House. 

As illustrations of this what have we seen? I stood here at the last 
session of this House and witnessed action on the case of a soldier who 
forty-four years ago enlisted in the Army, and in “ thepiping 
times of peace,’’ in the State of New York, was granted leave of ab- 
sence for twenty-four hours, went off, got on a spree, lay out at night, 
had his fingers frost-bitten and had them amputated by the surgeon. 
Forty years after that amputation that man came here and asked for 
a pension. It was granted to him as a man who had been disabled in 
the service of his country, and the Committee on Invalid Pensions rec- 
ommended 


and pushed that case through this House under the opera- 
tion of the i 


— 
Mr. RO ill the gentleman please state how the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions got jurisdiction of that case? 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I do not know, sir. 
Mr.STRUBLE. Was the gentleman present when the case was acted 


pon? . 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I was, sir. 
Mr. HAYNES. Iwish the gentleman would state where he gets his 


u 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I got my facts from the report 
made by the committee to this House. 

Mr. HAYNES. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the gentleman 
from West Virginia whether he means to say that in any report made 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions the statement has been made 
that applicant or any proposed beneficiary of any pension bill in- 
troduced here went off and got on a spree and had his fingers frozen 
off. I have heard every report read in that committee and I do not 
know of any such case, and [ will say, in defense of the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, that every report that is made upon a case is read to 
the full committee and passed upon by the full committee. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I do not yield foraspeech. Gen- 
tlemen, if you want to speak you will have your own time. If you 
eon I will answer them. 

Eee . Willthe gentleman give the name of the case to which 
9 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I do not rememberthe name, but I 
will tell the facts, and the chairman of this committee knows of the facts. 

Mr. PERKINS. I would like to ask the gentleman if it is not prob- 
able that he is mistaken in to the committee. Is it not the fact 


stated them ? 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MATSON. say that I know those facts ? 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Were you not present when the 
case was acted ? 
Mr. MA’ - Iwas not, and I never heard of any such case until 
you mentioned it here. [ \ 
Law eee ennn Conguees? 
o est Virginia. id it was in the last Congress. 
Mr. HAYNES. ers an pon Sevemned of? 
. GIBSO: Virginia. I am willing to answer questions, 
but I do not want _ 
Mr. MATSON. I understood the gentleman from West Virginia to 
that it was at the last session of this House. 


gentleman refers to anything that transpired 
in the last Congress it is impossible for me to remember with accuracy 
but I understood him to refer to the last meeting of this House. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Well, I will eall your attention to 
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House at night. I objected to it, and spoke against it, but said I did 
notdesire to take the responsibility of defeating a pension bill; that all 
I wanted was avote of the House. The promise was made, as the Rro- 
ORD shows, that there should be a discussion of the question in the 
House next morning; and I left the House that night with that un- 
derstanding. But when the bill came up in the House next morning 
the previcus question was called, and though I desired to speak on the 
question and oppose the bill I was refused that opportunity, and the 
case was passed. 

Now, I follow up that’case with another. A soldier professed to have 
been hurt in the State of Florida forty years before by having a barrel 
roll over him while he was unloading a boat. He came to this House, 
and this committee at this session of Congress reported not only in fa- 
vor of granting him a pension, but the report granted him arrearages 
for forty years; and but for my calling attention to that fact, and pro- 
testing against it, the bill would have passed grauting him arrearages 
for forty years. When I called the attention of the committee to it the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Brapy] frankly stated that it was an 
error, that the committee had not intended to make such a report. 

Mr. BAYNE. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYNE. As I understand, cases of the class about which the 
gentleman is talking belong not to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
but to the Committee on Pensions; and the session of the House to-night 
is not for the consideration of cases reported from the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Several MEMBERS. Oh, yes, it is. 

Mr. BAYNE. Well, I thought it was not. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I do not remember whether these 
reports to which I have referred came from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions or the Committee on Pensions; but I am talking about the ac- 
tion of the House upon the subject. Now, here are two cases in which 
forty years ago—— 

Mr. BRADY. Willthegentleman pardon mea moment? I amsure 
he does not want to misrepresent that case which I reported. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Certainly not. 

Mr. BRADY. I think the gentleman is mistaken in his statement. 
The committee had agreed not to grant arrears of pension, because it 
has been the invariable rule of the Committee on Pensions, as well as 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, in the present Congress not to grant 
arrears of pension. 

This bill in that form was submitted through inadvertence and mis- 
take, and I was about to take the floor to call attention to the fact when 
the gentleman from West Virginia mentioned it, and as soon as he did 
so I stated to him frankly at the time as I have since that there was an 
error in making the report. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Why, Mr. Chairman, that is just 
what I said. I stated that when I called the attention of the House to 
the matter the gentleman from Virginia very promptly and frankly 
stated that the report was made through inadvertence, and that the 
committee had not intended to make such areport. But that does not 
do away with the fact that such a report was made, nor does it do 
away with the fact that the attention of the committee—— 

Mr. BRADY. Will the gentleman permit me one further remark? 
The report itself did not report in favor of allowing arrears, but the 
portion of the bill providing for that, through some inadvertence of the 
printer or some one else, was not stricken out. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Still, Mr. Chairman, the fact is not 
altered that these pension matters do not receive proper consideration 
in this House; that they are passed with undue haste and without proper 
regard to the rights of the people in the matter. 

What is the state of affairs which we find existing to-day? Over 20 
per cent. of all the revenues of this great Government is now being paid 
in the shape of pensions. There is pending in the other House, witha 
probability of passage, a bill providing for an additional class of pen- 
sions which will increase that amount $25,000,000 annually. 

Mr. ROWELL. That bill has already passed the other House. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Then a bill hasalready been passed 
there increasing the amount of these pensions $25,000,000 annually, 
making over one-third of the revenues of this Government annually 
diverted from the business of the country to be paid in the shape of 
pensions. Add to this further legislation in the other House, which 
will probably pass, entailing upon the public Treasury an expenditure 
of $244,000,000 to be paid in the shape of arrearages; and we shall 
have granted in one single year by acts of Congress a greater sum than 
is raised by all sources of revenue from the sixty million people of this 
country. 

Mr. PERKINS. We will be in debt. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Yes, sir; we will be in debt. 

Mr. PERKINS. That is why we want a tax on oleomargarine. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Does the gentleman by his argument 
mean to imply we shouid stop paying any pensions? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. If you gentlemen will not con- 
tinue to interrupt me I will answer all these points before I get through. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I thought you yielded to me fora 
question. 
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Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. There is no use asking me ques- 
tions on a subject upon which I must express myself necessarily in the 
line of my argument before I get through. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I do not wish to interrupt the gentle- 
man without his consent. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Here is the remarkable spectacle 
of more than the revenue of this Government in one single year pro- 
posed to be paid out for pensions. 

Now, the theory of pensions is not one of gratuity, or bounty, or 
compensation. It is not intended by pensioning a man to compensate 
him for his services. No government under the sun so construes it. 
This Government does not so construe it. But, on the contrary, the 
theory of pensions is that when a man has become disabled in the per- 
formance of his duty then the Government will not let him suffer but 
will take care of him. And the taking care of him simply means pro- 
vision for him in the future and not paying him for any service in the 
past. 
We have need, sir, of money for other purposes. This Government 
has great need of money for a great many other purposes. We have 
great need of money for military pu We are to-day without 
any sufficient navy to defend any portion of our seacoast or any portion 
of our country or any portion of our commerce from the inroads of an 
enemy. We are to-day in that position we do not dare resent the in- 
sult any nation may put upon us or injury it may do our commerce. 
And yet in this condition, when we are without money for those neces- 
sary purposes, we are asked to continue to pay out the money needed 
for the protection of our seacoasts which are now defenseless. We have 
no ordnance, nor have we any of those things which are necessary for 
our defense because large sums of money-—— 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Will the gentleman yield to me fora 
question ? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I do not like to be so discourteous 
as to refuse to yield for a question, and I hope gentlemen will show 
the same courtesy to me on the other side and not expect me to yield. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. What has become of the surplus in 
the Treasury a year ago? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 
a partisan speech. 

Mr. GALLINGER. ‘The country will judge of that. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Nor will I be dragged into a speech 
of that sort. There are many things I mightsay about the Republican 
rule if I chose to go into that subject. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Do not do that. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No; I will not. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, I simply desire to call the attention of the House to this character 
fo legislation and to urge better attention be paid to it. 

What did we see at the other end of the Capitol quite recently? We 
saw two or three hundred pension bills passed in a bunch without be- 
ing read. We are pursuing the same policy herenow. Gentlemen on 
the other side want to know if I think this Government ought to stop 

ying pensions. I tell them no. There is no man who has worked 

arder to secure legitimate pensions to his constituents during the last 
six years than I have done for my constituents, and the records of the 
Pension Office will show it. I think every man entitled to a pension 
ought to have one. I think every man disabled in war should have a 
pension. I think every man disabled by reason of his service should 
have a pension. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The gentleman from West Virginia says, 
as I understand him, that every man entitled to a pension ought to have 
it. Iask him to yield to me to call up the case of a man who ought 
to have one. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I want to know whether the case 
here reported comes within the provisions of the rule. The injury was 
not caused in the military service. Hewasnotonthemarch. He was 
not complying with any order. He was not carrying any musket. He 
was not, in fact, rendering service that would entitle him to a pension. 
If every man who received an injury while in the Army from one cause 
or another entirely disconnected with the military service is to be pen- 
sioned where are we to stop? Is it not right we should draw the limit 
somewhere? Is it not right we should confine that limit to injuries 
received while actually in the performance of military duty? 

If the House would do that 1 am certain that there is nobody, on this 
side at least, who would raise his voice againstit. If the House would 
do that, so far from raising a voice against it I would gladly help the 
system. But I do think it right, in view of the vetoes of the President 
and the attention he has called to the cases which have passed the 
House, that some more consideration should be given to these matters, 
for it shows that we are ing this bill without due consideration. 
Now, I think if the committee—— 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. We are certainly giving this bill 
reasonable consideration. Does not the gentleman think so? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. That is exactly what I want todo. 
I think if the Committee on Invalid Pensions would give a little more 
attention to these matters, if the House here, when they come to act 
upon them, would give a little more attention, the result would be to 
remove a great and crying objection to this pension system, and so far 


Iam not undertaking here tomake 


from hurting the interests of the soldiers, those who have a real interest 
in the pension laws, it would help them in gaining their pensions 
That is all I have to say. Itis, asI said before, only with aview to th. 
public interests, and no desire of calling in question any man’s inte). 
tions or wounding any sentiment, nor is it for the purpose of makin, 
any partisan speech, but simply to protest against this unlimited ay, 
apparently indiscriminate granting of pensions without dueand prope; 
consideration. 

Mr.MATSON. Mr. Chairman, the criticisms and strictures w)j.}, 
have been made by the gentleman from West Virginia upon the Committe, 
on Invalid Pensions are unjust, as I propose toshowthe House. WV hey 
he says that the Committee on Invalid Pensions bring in bills here anq 
that no man on the committee but one or two know anything abou; 
the facts of the cases so reported, he is simply mistaken. No bill, not 
one that has ever been reported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
to the House while I have been the chairman of it at least, has haj 
ever less than eight members of the committee—a quorum—present, 
who have heard the whole report read, and made a careful investiga. 
tion and passed u thebill. Nota single bill has passed otherwise. 
If anything else t that had been done arule of the House, and a 
parliamentary rule, would have been violated by the committee. [ 1) 
not think the gentleman from West Virginia meant to charge that. 

The fact is, and I repeat it, that there never was a single bil! reported 
to the House that has not had the careful consideration of at least ¢iyht 
members of the committee; and in addition let me say that committee 
has had a session on every Tuesday and every Friday during the whole 
session of this Congress up to this time, and usually, I may say, at 
nearly every session more than eight members are present and fre- 
quenily the whole committee. That committee hasbeenat work. It 
has reported a large number of bills to the House. Dogentlemen com- 
plain because the Committee on Invalid Pensions reported bills that 
have been referred to them? ‘The Committee on Invalid Pensions was 
organized for that purpose., We are organized to consider these })/ls, 
and give the relief asked for, where the facts warranted it, in such cases 
as could not be passed under the general law by the office because oi 
some technicality. We are trying to discharge that duty conscien- 
tiously and faithfully, and that committee-room is the workshop of tlie 
House. There is more work done there I think, and I do not say it 
boastfully—for very possibly I do not do my share of it—than is done }yy 
any other committee. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 
ask him a question? 

Mr. MATSON. Certainly. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I will ask the gentleman if al! the 
pensions of certain States are not referred to subcommittees of two or 
three? 

Mr. MATSON. ‘They are referred to committees of one; each men- 
ber of the committee having charge of the pensions from a State. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Then I ask if that subcommittee 
is not in the habit of examining the papers and reporting the facts to 
the whole committee? 

Mr. MATSON. It is. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I want to ask then if it is not truc 
that this subcommittee makes the reports, ae rs and acts upon 
them and the report is made to the committee e evidence of the 
case is considered only by the subcommittee, and then the committee 
acts upon that report whether it be correct or not? 

Mr. MATSON. Wherever a question is raised —— 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. The gentleman does not answer 
my question. 

Mr. MATSON. You do not allow me to answer it. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I am not asking the gentleman 
where a question is raised; but I am asking him as to the mode o! 
passing the bills through the committee? 

Mr. MATSON. You do not give me the opportunity of answering. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Very well. Then I will yield to 
the gentleman. 

Mr. MATSON. I say wherever there is a question at all about the 
case, where any one member of the committee raises any objection at 
all, the papers are all handed in and examined by the member, and it 
is frequently done in the committee. One member wishes to know 
some inet in reference to a case, and the papers are handed him and he 
is asked to look at it and investigate it. matters are not consid- 
ered loosely by the committee or loosely, either, by the House. If they 
are, it is the fault of the members themselves wigo do not attend the 
sessions of the House to consider them. Certainly it is not the fault 
of the committee if they do not come here at these evening sessions. 
It is not certainly to expected of the members of the committee 
who come here and attend these evening sessions that they will call 
for the reading of the in each case, but if any gentleman desires 
that, we are alwaysglad to have it done and to have a discussion upon 
these questions. But wedo not want to be criticised when we are 10¢ 
fairly open to criticism. : 

Mr. PERKINS. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion? Is it not a fact that this House has passed with a quorum present 
bills reported adversely by the Committce on Invalid Pensions’ 


Will the gentleman permit me to 
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Mr. MATSON. That has been done in several instances. Where we 
have reported adversely bills forthe increase of pension they have been 
by the House with a quorum present. And I will say to the 
gentleman from West Virginia that we have reported more bills ad- 
versely than we have favorably. There have been now already referred 
to that committee about four thousand bills by this House; and of 
those that we have considered more have been acted upon adversely than 
have been acted upon favorably. I will not say the reports have been 
made in that proportion, but there has been adverse action more fre- 
quently than otherwise. Members say to the members of the com- 
mittee, ‘‘ Let the report lie; do not make an adverse report.’’ : 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I desire still to repeat my question 
to the gentleman from Indiana, and to ask himif it is not the rule in 
his committee—I am not talking about the exception, where some man 
raises a question—if it is not the rule in his committee where one single 
member examines the case and makes a report, then that report is taken 
as the report of the whole committee? 

Mr. MATSON. If they vote for it, it is; but if there be any objec- 
tion, it is not. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. But is it not the rule that objec- 
tions are not made on the report of a subcommittee? 

Mr. MATSON. It is impossible for me to say in what per cent. of 
the cases reported objections are raised. But that is the rule in all 
committees, just as in the committee over which the gentleman from 
West Virginia himself presides; if no objection was raised when the 
matter was brought before the committee he would not, I am sure, say 
jt was improper if no objection was made that the report should be 

to. Andsoitis here. There is this about it, Mr. Chairman, 
if there is a dishonest man on that committee, and he is willing to state 
facts in his report that do not exist, he might practice a fraud upon the 
committee and upon the House. But I think I know, and I believe 
the gentleman from West Virginia will say, that there is not a member 
of that committee, nor do I believe there is a member of this House, 
that would upon his solemn oath as a member of the House state in 
his report a fact that did not exist. That is all there is of it. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. There was no intention on my part 
to make any personal reflection upon any member of the committee. 

Mr. MATSON. ° I understand that. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I simply called the gentleman’s 
attention to what I have understood and have reason to understand was 
the rule of action upon this subject; and I desired to call the attention 
of the House to the fact that 1 did not consider that they are giving 
due consideration to cases involving so much of the public money. 

Mr. MATSON. I want to say to the gentleman from West Virginia 
that that rule is the same rule which obtains in all other committees 
so farasI know. I havenever heard of any other. It isimpossible, as 
every member of this House knows, where so many bills are placed be- 
fore a committee, or even a much less number—it is impossible for the 
whole committee, for every one of itsmembers, iogo into the details of 
every case. The gentleman himself must see how entirely impossible 
that would be. But any criticism that comes from the gentleman from 
West ao from any other source, I care not where, upon this com- 
mittee as ving not fairly and fully considered the bills that are sent 
to it to be considered by the House is unfair and unjust, because I know 
what has been the work of that committee—of all of them more perhaps 


than m ; but I shall not remain silent and hear it said that com- 
mittee been derelict in its duty when it has already reported to this 


House some seven hundred bills. I imagine the complaint is not that 
wie not done work enough, but rather that we have done too much 
Ww 

Mr. WHEELER. I regret very much to see the attitude taken by 
the gentleman from West Virginia. I agree with him fully that this 
House ought to do all that can be done to protect the honor of our 
country and to improve our Army and our Navy; but it is also impor- 
tant in that same line that we should take scrupulous care, and I be- 
lieve the Committee on Invalid Pensions has taken scrupulous care, 
to show to the country that any man who risks his life in battle shall 
have a pension given to him in case he is injured, or in case he 
is that his family shall be provided for. While I express those 
sentiments, I think every gentleman in this House will admit that I 
have done, while I have the honor of being a member of Congress, 
as much as was possible by my feeble efforts to sustain the honor of our 
country and the honor of every officer of our Government and 
to see that all soldiers receive their just compensation. While people 
may not think that‘ take that view on account of certain circumstances 
that have in this House, I wish to say a word in regard to 
what has while considering 


the Army bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: : 


Forthe Subsistence Department and for one Commissary-General, two colonels 
three ms (mounted), and addi- 


satenantcolenets, eight majors, twelve 
= one peatred and forty acting peace 


$79,500. 
. move to by striking out the paragraph just read; 
and I give notice that at the proper time I shall move to e out Gasnnanahe 
beginning respectively on lines 100, 113, 116, 120, and 124. 


Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 


Mr. BAYNE. It is very evident that the gentleman from Alabama 
proposes to discuss a subject that is not properly before the committee. 
The Committee of the Whole at these Friday evening sessions has a 
special jurisdiction confered by the order of the House. That jurisdic- 
tion is to consider cases reported from the Committee on Pensions, from 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and from the Judiciary Committee 
with reference to relieving persons from political disabilities. Any other 
subject than subjects which are reported from one of those committees 
is not properly before us at these Friday evening sessions, and the situa- 
tion of the Committee of the Whole here is entirely different from what 
it is when the House resolves itself into Committee of the Whole- 

Mr. WHEELER. Has the gentleman read my speech? 

Mr. BAYNE. Wait a moment. 

Mr. WHEELER. Will you answer that question, please? 

Mr. BAYNE. Waitamoment. I say, Mr. Chairman, that our situ- 
ation at these Friday evening sessions is entirely different from what it 
is when the House resolves itself into Committee of the Whole for the 
consideration of bills generally, and when almost any subject may be 
discussed. Itis quite evident from what the gentleman from Alabama 
has already said, that he proposes to discuss the Army bill, or some con- 
troversy that arose while the Army bill was under consideration in the 
House, and I submit that the discussion of aquestion of that sort on this 
occasion is out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state in reference to the point 
of order made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Barun} that 
the business of this evening session is the consideration of pension 
cases. The Chair, however, is not able to anticipate what will be said 
by any speaker. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] 
knows the order under which this session is held, and will proceed in 
order, confining himself within the limits prescribed by the order of 
the House. 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Chairman,I shall endeavor to do so, but I 
think some explanation is necessary to sustain what is said in the open- 
ing of my remarks. As I was about to say, the gentleman from Iowa 
[Mr. HEPBURN] in carrying out this intention made four additional 
motions to strike out the other paragraphs as they were successively 
reached. The chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, General 
BRAGG, explained to him and to the House that all these appropriations 
were for the pay of officers who held their positions under existing laws, 
and that our failure to appropriate would not lessen the liability of the 
Government to the officers referred to. 

The gentleman from Iowa had been very prominent in attacks upon 
the bill to provide for improving our rivers and harbors. He had used 
his best efforts to destroy many of the essential features of that meas- 
ure—— : 

Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BAYNE. My point is that the gentleman from Alabama is not 
discussing any subject before this committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Alabama states that his 
purpose is to illustrate his views of the question under consideration. 
There is necessarily a good deal of latitude allowed in debate, but the 
gentleman from Alabama will confine himself to the question before 
the committee. 

Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I have heard with pleasure the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Alabama, especially his opening remarks, 
and I have no doubt that he means what he then said, but I hope he 
will not precipitate a discussion of this sort upon this occasion. There 
is no knowing where it will end, and the consideration of pension busi- 
ness may as well be given up if this sort of discussion is to be brought 
into these Friday evening sessions. 

Mr. WHEELER. I will state to gentlemen that I am willing to sit 
here until 11 o’clock to-morrow to vote on every billthat comes up. 

Mr. GALLINGER. But some of us will get pretty weary in the 
mean time. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. To-night has been set apart for the special 
purpose of considering pension bills; and as a member of the Pension 
Committee, who always attends these Friday night meetings, I protest 
against a long debate on a question not before the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. Some latitude is of course allowed to a member 
in debating any question; but the gentleman from Alabama will please 
confine himself to the business before the committee under the order of 
the House. 

Mr. WHEELER. The RecorpD shows that he made twenty different 
speeches in his continued and repeated assaults upor the bill; and when 
this amendment to the Army bill 

Mr. STRUBLE. Now I rise to a point of order. My point is the 
same as that which has already been made by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. It is evident that the gentleman from Alabama is not speak- 
ingimorder. I understand very well that my colleague [Mr. HEPBURN] 
does not want any better fun than to have a discussion with the gentle- 
man from Alabama, but I also know he does not desire that the time of 
this Committee of the Whole on this occasion or any other Friday night 
shall be taken up with such discussion. I hope, therefore, that the 
gentleman from Alabama will realize the importance of going on with 
the business set for this evening. 











. yet because of these antecedent difficulties the Department elected to say 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Alabama will proceed in 
order. 

Mr. WHEELER (resuming). And when this amendment to the 
Army bill was coupled with the assertion that the next five paragraphs 
would be attacked by him, were we not justified in our belief that the 
gentleman intended an assault upon every feature of the bill then being 
considered, the only effect of which, if successful, would have been to 
embarrass and block the machinery of the Government? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Now I ask the Chair to interpose. The point of 
order has already been made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania and 
the gentleman from Iowa. I make the same point and insist that the 
Chair should require the gentleman from Alabama to confine himself 
to the question under consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already stated, and he supposed 
the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. Dockery ], as well as others, has ob- 
served the fact, that the order of business of to-night is the considera- 
tion of reports made from the Committee on Pensions and the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions and bills for removing political disabilities. 
Objection has been made to the gentleman from Alabama proceeding 
with anything outside of that order. The Chair admonishes the gen- 
tleman from Alabama to proceed in order under the special order made 
for the transaction of business to-night. 

Mr. WHEELER. I do not wish to occupy any time of this House 
which would be used in passing pension bills—— 

Mr. BAYNE. I desire to submit to the gentleman from Alabama a 
question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Alabama yield ? 

Mr. WHEELER. I yield for a question. 

Mr. BAYNE. Does the gentleman from Alabama propose to discuss 
the bill now before the House? 

Mr. WHEELER. I propose, after this explanation, to diseuss the 
bill before the House and advocate it. After the remark of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, however, I will say that if agreeable to gen- 
tlemen of the committee, I will postpone my speech until after we have 
acted on these bills, if then I can proceed -—— 

Several MEMBERS. Very well. 

Mr. WHEELER. Ifgentlemen will wait here and hear me. 

Several MemBers., Certainly. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. I will agree to wait with pleasure. 

Mr. HEPBURN. The report in this case shows that early in 1865 
the soldier named in the bill, while at Tallaboma, Tenn., was standing 
in camp, when some of his comrades plr ‘seized him, and he en- 
gaged in a scuffle trying to get loose fron. There was no drunk- 
enness, no anger on the part of any of tk & in the scuffle, in his 
effort to get loose, he received a hurt to ... Aw, which resulted in a 
permanent injury. The joint is anchylosed, and he has no use of it. 
It also appears that he contracted sore eyes while in the service, and 
they have continued from that time tothis. These facts are proved by 
the evidence of his captain and lieutenant. There is no controversy 
about them. But he had sore eyes before he went into the service; 
and when a small child he fell and injured his elbow. Although it 
was proved that he had perfect use of his elbow up to the time of this 
last injury, though he could go through the manual of arms without 
difficulty, could perform all the duties ofa soldier, and although he had 
no sore eyes for years previous to his service nor until near its close, 


that the injuries were not incurred in theservice, and upon that ground 
solely refused to grant him a pension, assuming the fact that the in- 
juries were pensionable, provided they had not existed antecedently to 
his enlistment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion to lay the bill 
aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CORNELIA R. SCHENCK. 


Mr. MAYBERRY. I call up the bill (8. 1584) for the relief of Cor- 
nelia R. Schenck. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 


thorized and directed to place on “= pension-roll provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, th R. Schenck, — of Dan- 


name of Conel 
iel F. Schenck, late captain of the F Fiftieth New York Engineer 


Mr. GLASS. Mr. Chairman, I know it is a very cusaiinnsdnicte 
raise the point of no quorum. Yet I doubt whether this House onght 
to pass a solitary pension bill where the case has een eee by the 
a of Pensions. We have been traveling in this direction 

at a very rapid and very reckless pace, and I do not think it proper for 
two or three dozen members to assemble here and pass forty or fifty pen- 
sion bills during one evening. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Will my colleague allow me a question? 

Mr. GLASS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. As apounann ee of the small at- 
tendance at these night sessions, I will ask whether this is not the first 
Friday night session that he has ever attended ? 

Mr. GLASS. I think this is the first night session I have attended, 


“country where the claimant resides and they report the proof in ¢: 





because my constituents are satisfied if I come here and work jing 
triously and honestly in the daytime without returning at night 


Mr. NEECE. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him to 
make a statement ? 

Mr. GLASS. I will hear the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. NEECE. Many of these cases we are passing have bee ; 
mended by the Commissioner. 

Mr. HAYNES. Exceptional cases. 

Mr. NEECE. Yes, exceptional cases, and which would have }) 


allowed by the Commissioner, but within the limitations of the |,\, ;; 


was impossible for the claimant to secure his proof in time. 
Mr. GLASS. The Commissioner of Pensions has particular {,.; 
ties for ascertaining the proof in these cases. He has much better 0), 


portunity, therefore, to act upon them than a few members hy 


this House. 

Mr. HAYNES. Whatadditional facility has the Commissioner of |)» 
sions than are possessed by the members of this House ? 

Mr. GLASS. Under the law he has agents who go in the reyioy 
Cu 
case to the Pension Office. 

Mr. HAYNES. I want to ask the gentleman from Tennesscco 
whether the Committee on Invalid Pensions has not precisely the sane 
testimony which is before the Commissioner of Pensions? 

Mr. GLASS. In the matter of passing these pension bills it is done 
here, in my judgment, without due consideration. 

A MEMBER. Perhaps that is truc. 

Mr. GLASS. Few members know what is transpiring when the 
House is eonsidering these cases. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Does the gentleman speak from actual! know!- 
edge or is that merely his inference? 

Mr. GLASS. I have been here in daytime when the House has been 
passing upon these pension cases, and I do not think when these bills 
were being passed there were a dozen votes on either side and possibly 
there were not two dozen members in the House who knew what was 
going on. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him? 

Mr. GLASS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Does the gentleman know—— 

Mr. GLASS. Iam anew member. 

Mr. SOWDEN. SoamlI. [Roars of laughter. ] 

Mr. GLASS. I have hesitated to make this new point. 

Mr. SOWDEN, Let me interrogate the gentleman. 

Mr. GLASS. Let me get through first with what I wish to say. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Certainly. 

Mr.GLASS, Wehavearrived at that point in this character of levi 
lation when I believe it to be the duty of some member to bring tlic 
question before the House, and if no member of experience and greatc 
ability than I possess will get up and say it is not right to go on ani 
make these ap ions I feel it to be my duty to doit. I owe ile 
responsibility te my constituents, and I owe as well responsibility and 
duty to myself, and I can not acquit my conscience to stay away 0: 
stay at home when I know these bills are being passed in this manuet 

Mr. SOWDEN. Will the gentleman now permit me to ask him a 
question ? 

Mr. GLASS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SOWDEN. My question is this: Does not the gentleman know 
this House has intrusted a certain number of members with the charg 
of this business—the Committee on Invalid Pensions—in whom it ms 

confidence? 

Mr. GLASS. I have confidence in the committee, and I do not in- 
tend to Sanaa upon that committee. I make no charg 
against the committee or any individual member of it, but I do make 
the assertion it is a wrong and improper class of legislation. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The gentleman certainly does not wish to be \u- 
derstood as meaning it is wrong and improper to pay pensions. 

Mr. GLASS. No; but I do say that it is an improper way for tli 
House to conduct its ame by passing such bills without a sufficicn' 
number of members presen 

Mr. SOWDEN. Sains ~ the gentleman know this is the prope! 
tribunal for just such cases as have been considered on these occasious 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order, and gent!eme 
will resume their seats. 

Mr. SOWDEN. The gentleman from Tennessee has yielded to 1 
to ask him a question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Does not the gentleman from Tennessee know this 
is the only tribunal to which a claimant whose case has been rejecte 
at the Pension Office for want of technical evidence can come for relic!’ 

Mr. GLASS. This House has the intelligence to pass a law which 
will meet every emergency, and it is their duty to do it; and when that 
law is passed the officer upon whom has been imposed the burden ot 
deciding these cases should be allowed to do so. 

Mr.SOWDEN. Isnot the Committee on Invalid Pensions the proper 
body to pass on these cases ? 

Mr. HAYNES. Just as much as a clerk in the Pension Office. 
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Mr. GLASS. ‘This House has jurisdiction, and ought to exercise it 
by passing a law to cover all possible emergencies; and where the duty 
has been confided to 
that ought to be a finality. 


rejected, the parties are to be denied the right to come to Congress and 
ask relief; is that it? 

Mr.GLASS. No, sir—— . : : 

Mr. NEECE. Let me suggest to the gentleman, if he will aliow me 
a moment—— 

Mr. GLASS. Certainly. P 

Mr.NEECE. Thegentleman is laboring undera mistake, | am satis- 
fied, as to the facts in reference to the reporting of these cases. He is 
conscientious in his position, Tam satisfied, and does not want to occupy 
a position that is not a proper one. The Comr-ittee on Invalid Pen- 
sions doesnot pass upon any claim until it has been first rejected in the 
Pension Office. 

Mr. GLASS. I understand that. 

Mr. NEECE. When a case comes to us which has been rejected at 
the office we examine it, and we onlyallow such claims as have been re- 
jected through some technicality, just and equitable claims, and we rely 
strongly upon the equity of the cases. I can recite an instance in my 
own experience, a case which came under my own observation and was 
reported by me. There wasasoldier, whose company I have forgotten, 
who was sent from the Seventh Kansas Regiment to visit the Seventh 
lllinois. He had to cross a stream of water which was full to overflow- 
ing, and was never seen or heard of again. His entire effects were left 
in camp. 

He was a truthful soldier and bore a good reputation. His mother, 
who was dependent upon him for her living, could not prove his death, 
and technically she was barred from the pension. It is such claims as 
that that we consider. She could not prove him to be dead. 

Mr. DANIEL. If he was absent for ten years the law would have 
deemed him dead. 

Mr. MAYBURY. Will the gentleman permit a question? 
objection on account of the demerits of this particular case ? 

Mr.GLASS. No; itis that there is too small a number of members 
present to-night to transact this character of business. 

Mr. MAYBURY. For if the objection was to this particular case, I 
would withdraw it, sg as not toprevent the consideration of other busi- 
ness. 


Mr. GLASS. I am not speaking to the merits or demerits of any 


Is his 


case. 
_ Mr. HEPBURN. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. GLASS. But I do not think the House should legislate upon 
important matters with so small a number of members present. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Iowa rises to a question of 


order. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I make the point of order that the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee says he is not speaking to the merits or demerits of the case, 
consequently he is not in order. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee will confine him- 
self to the question before the committee. 

Mr. HERMAN. I would like to ask the gentleman from Tennessee 
if his objection is to the merits of the pending bill or to the general 
subject of ions ? 

Mr. GLASS. I am not criticising the merits of this bill; I am only 
ee at with so few members present. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I rise to sustain the point of order made by the 
gentleman from Iowa. I desire to say, Mr. i , that itis well 
known by all members present to-night that the House of Represent- 
atives, when they made the special order for Friday sessions for pension 
cases, that there would be the liability of asmall attendance. 
They understood that it lay within the power of any member of the 
House to raise the point of order of no quorum at any time if any one 
saw fit to do so; and this was well by gentlemen now pres- 
ent. 1 wish to suggest, therefore, to the gentleman who has justoccu- 
pied the floor, and also to the gentleman from West Virginia, who 
preceded him, and to other gentlemen on that side of the House, that 
if it be true, as it seems to be, that they came here to-night for the 
purpose of preventing us from going on with pension legislation they 
should in good faith say so and let us go to our homes. [Cries of 

“Regular order !”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will confine himself to the ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. oo | am confining myself to it; but desire to criti- 


pension this session let them make 
country understand it. 
Mr. CANNON. I desire to say a single word upon the point of or- 


Mr. HEPBURN. I withdraw the point of order. 
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Mr. GLASS. 


the proper official and he has rendered his decision | 
moment? 
Mr. SOWDEN. Then if for want of technical evidence the claim is | 


- > 
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I have nothing else to say, but I wish to make a word 
of reply to the gentleman on my right, whom I do not know—— 
Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman from Tennessee allow me a 


Mr. GLASS. I will in a moment. 
my right, whom I do not know 

Mr. BOUTELLE. That is your misfortune. [Laughter. } 

Mr. GLASS. I will say to the gentleman that I did not know the 
gentleman from West Virginia was to be here to-night, nor have he and 
I had a conversation about these night sessions to-night or at any other 
time. The fact that we are here together to-night is purely accidental. 
I will state to the gentleman that I did come here with the view of 
seeing how small a number of members were passing these bills, and 
if it were totally ont of proportion to a quorum I was disposed to make 
an objection. 

Mr. SOWDEN. 
Mr. GLASS. 
other gentleman. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Let me say to the gentleman from Tennessee I 
had not the slightest intention of attributing to him any conspiracy. I 
wished merely to ask him whether it is the purpose to raise the ques- 
tion here of the propriety of any pension legislation ? 

Mr. SOWDEN. The genticman from Tennessee yields to me fora 
question. 

Mr. WILLIS. I am satisfied the gentieman from Tennessee 
through if gentlemen will only let him alone. 

Mr. GLASS. I will hear the question of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. SowpEnN]. 

Mr. SOWDEN. I wish to ask the gentleman whether this is not the 
the first evening he has been here during the session ? 

Mr. GLASS. This is the first Friday night session I have attended. 

Mr. SOWDEN. That is all I want to know. 

Mr. GLASS. Iam willing to have that go on record. 
uents did not send me here to work at night. They expected if I did 
an honest day’s work they would be satisfied. Ithink if we meet here 
in the daytime and pass appropriation bills and revenue bills and then 
go home, the country will be better off. 

Mr. CANNON. I would like to say a word about the bill under con- 
sideration. Many of us have bills that are meritorious. This bill, I 
think, is meritorious, as shown by a report of the committee, a ma- 
jority of which are Democrats and a minority Republicans; all of them 
painstaking, honorable men. They have made their report. It comes 
on their honor after investigation. 

Now, Friday night sessions, almost ever since I have been a member 
of this House, have been about like this Friday night session, except 
that there are more members here to-night than ordinarily are; and I 
submit to my friend from Tennessee that the proper way to proceed in the 
line of precedent would be to take the cases, case by case, and if the 
report does not show it is a meritorious case after discussion, then let 
him make the point of order there is no quorum here, and no doubt 
the gentleman in charge of the bill would withdraw it if the point of 
order was made under such circumstances, and then let the next one 
come up. A number of bills are here that I know are meritorious. I 
know of one especially where the claimant is old, suffering, and unfor- 
tunate. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. I make the point of order that the gentle- 
man from Illinois is not discussing the bill before the committee. 

Mr. CANNON. Then Iyield the floor. I have no desire to speak 
further. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable 
recommendation. 


I will say to the gentleman on 





I wish to ask the gentleman a question. 
I will say I did that without consultation with any 


is 


My constit- 


THOMAS 8S. HOPKINS. 


Mr. REED, of Maine. I call up the bill (S. 183) for the relief of 
Thomas 8. Hopkins, late of Company C, Sixteenth Maine Volunteers. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That Thomas S. Hopkins, late a private in Company C, Six- 
teenth Maine Volunteers, now on the pension-roll, be, and he is hereby, ex- 
empted, by reason of mental incapacity, from the limitation prescribed in sec- 
tion 2 of the act of Congress approved March 3, 1879, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the payment of the arrears of pensions granted by act of 
Congress approved January 25, 1879,and for other purposes,”’ and he shal! be 
entitled to and there shall be paid to him the same rate of pension,and the 
same arrears thereof, as if his application for a pension had been filed with and 
allowed by the Commissioner of Pensions prior to June 16, 1880. 


Mr. REED, of Maine. I ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. HAYNES) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 183) 
for the relief of Thomas S. Hopkins, late of Company C, Sixteenth Maine Volun- 
teers, submit the following report: 

The facts upon which this claim is based are set forth clearly in the report of 
the Senate Committee on Pensions, which this committee adopt, with a recom- 
mendation that the bill do pass. 

Thomas S. Hopkins, late a private in Company C, Sixteenth Regiment Maine 
Volunteers, seeks relief from the limitations of the arrears-of-pensions act of 
March 3, 1879, on the ground that from a time some months prior to the passage 
of said act down to a period subsequent to the 30th of June, 1880, he-was pre- 
vented, by reascn of the extreme severity of his illness and by mental and phys- 
ical disabilities, from making an application for arrears in accordance with the 
provisions of said act. It appears that upon the first return of mental strength, 
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and as soon as he could dictate a letter, viz,on’: November 20, 1880, that he made 
an application for a pension, which was granted him. 

This claim received consideration in the first session of the Forty-seventh Con- 
gress, and a bill granting the relief sought for passed the House of Representa- 
tives. The Senate Committee on Pensions, however, reported adversely upon 
it, on the ground that the evidence was not sufficient ‘to substantiate the claim- 
ant's disability. Subsequent to this report additional testimony upon this point 
was procured, including the following statement from Drs. W. W. Johnston and 
II. D. Fry, his attending physicians, which statement seems to your committee 
as conclusive evidence of the fact that during the time within which applica- 
tions could be made for arrears of pension under the act above referred to the 
claimant was mentally and physically disabled from taking advantage of its 
provisions, and for these reasons the committee believe that the petitioner is 
entitled to the relief sought for, and they recommend the passage of the accom- 
panying bill as a substitute for Senate bill No, 183. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I should like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Maine one or two questions, What is this claimant re- 
ceiving now? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I believe it is $50 a month. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. His sufferings are very severe, 
I presume? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. He is a very great sufferer. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. What amount of money will 
this bill carry? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I can not say. It simply puts him in the 
same position as he would have been inif he had not been mentally in- 
capacitated from making his application in proper time. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. He would receive arrearages 
upon the basis of the pension that he first received, I presume? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I so understand it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Not upon the basis of subse- 
quent increases of pension? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I suppose not. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I would like some member 
of the committee to make a statement about that. 

A Member. Is he in a dependent condition? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I am informed by a gentleman at my side 
he is dependent for support on his family. 

Mr. HAYNES. I will state to the gentleman from Arkansas that 
this bill proposes to give the claimant arrearages back to the time this 
disability came upon him. It came upon him very suddenly. It did 
not date back to the time of the war. My impression is that this cov- 
ers arrears for a period of about three years. He was not pensioned at 
that time, as I understand, and the arrearages are not to date beyond 
the time when he was completely prostrated. 

Mr. PRICE. The bill carries about $1,800. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The statements which have 
been made I think are satisfactory. They are so to me. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


ELLEN J. WELCH. 


Mr. LOVERING. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 7721) 
granting a pension to Ellen J. Welch. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, sub to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Ellen J. Welch, widow of John H. 
Welch, late of the Third Massachusetts Light Battery Artillery. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JOHN W. PAYTON. 


Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. 
R. 7750) to place the name of John W. Payton on the pension-roll. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, in- 
structed to — the name of John W. Payton, late a private in Com yi, 
Eighteenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, on t nsion-roll, subject to the lim: 
itations and provisions of the pension laws of the United States. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


MRS. ANNIE 8S. WEBB. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill 
(H. R. 8142) granting a pension to Mrs. Annie 8. Webb. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c,, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 


limitations of the pension laws,the name of Mrs. Annie 8. Webb, a volunteer 
nurse in the late war, at the rate of $25 per month. 


An amendment reported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
striking out ‘‘twenty-five’’ before the word “‘ dollars’’ and substitut- 
ing ‘‘twelve’’ was agreed to. 

There béing no objection, the bill as amended was laid aside to be 
reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

MRS. LETITIA J. GARRARD. 


Mr. MATSON. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 4816) grant- 
ing a pension to Mrs, Letitia J. Garrard. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be & enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 


limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mrs. Letitia J. Garrard, depend 
mother of Daniel Garrard, late captain of Company F, Twenty-secoud K-, 
tucky Volunteers, 


that case. 











ne 
A MemBer. Mr. Chairman, I call for the reading of the report 


The report (by Mr. TAULBEE) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the }il] (i7. »: 


4816) granting a pension to Letitia J. Garrard, submit the following report 


Claimant is the widowed mother of Daniel Garrard, deceased, who wa. 


tain of Company F, Twenty-second Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, and \ |,. 


was killed in battle near Vicksburg, December 29, 1862. 

Her claim for pension was rejected on the ground that she was not depend 
on the soldier for support at the time of his death. 

Claimant's husband was, at the time of the soldier's death, living and jn ro. 
ceipt of $1,700 per annum as a salary, as treasurer of Kentucky; his health yw. 
at the time of enlistment of soldier very feeble, so feeble that he could not ), 
form the duties of his said office and kept the soklier in the office, where | 
(soldier) performed the duties thereof, and to that extent contributed to the 6). 
port of claimant and her invalid husband. ; 

The claimant's husband owned at the time of soldier's enlistment an in(erec: 
in salt-works property in Kentucky, which was afterward destroyed by order of 
General Buell to prevent their falling into the hands of the confederates. {)},. 
destruction of the property rende it almost worthless, and it was afterward 
sold by the husband for anominal sum. He also owned asmall farm in Fran\- 
lin County, Kentucky, but owed the purchase price therefor, and for which it was 
afterwardsold. He also owned a house in the city of Frankfort, Ky., in 
the claimant now lives; this being all that is left of the property of the husband 
Soldier frequently during his service in the Army contributed to the support of 
his mother; the father died soon after the soldier was killed. 

The claimant is now old and in needy circumstances, with no means of sup- 
port, except what little money she earns by her own labor in keeping boarders, 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 
EDWARD COLEMAN. 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 8051) for 
the relief of Edward Coleman. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is, authorized and 
directed to place the name of Edward Coleman, late a private in Company H, 
Fourth Regiment Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, and of Company C, One hundred 


which 


and sixth Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers, on the pension-rol), subject to 
the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report in the case be 


read. 


The report (by Mr. NEECE) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions,to whom was “eferred the bil! (H. 2 
8351) for the relief of Edward Coleman, report: 

That this claimant served through the Mexican war,and when discharged 
from that service was suffering from chronic diarrhea. 

He made application for pension in 1850, but before the claim had been adjudi- 
cated the papers in the case were lost while in the hands of claimant's attorney 
at Stryker, Ohio, and were never found. 

In August, 1861, he enlisted in Company H, Fourth Illinois Cavalry, and served 
until March, 1862, when he was discharged by reason of chronic diarrhea. 

On December 24, 1863, he re-enlisted as a private in Company C, One hundred 
and sixth Illinois Volunteers, and was honorably discharged in 1865. 

Claimant in recent years has endeavored to establish his claim for pension 
for disabilities incurred in the Mexican war, but was unable to prosecute it to 
a successful issue, owing to the impossibility of securing evidence of comra:e:, 


&e. 

In 1881 he filed application for a pension, alleging asthma, diarrhea, aud dys- 
pepsia as a result of his military service in the warof the rebellion. This claim 
was rejected on the ground that alleged disabilities existed prior to enlistment 

A special examiner of the Pension Office, who invested the case at the home 
of claimant, says that— 

“This man is a total wreck; his mind is feeble, and he can not live long. He 
isa man of fair reputation, and I believe his statements could be relied upon if 
his memory was not so defective. After a careful examination of the case | ani 
inclined to believe that as it now stands it ought to be rejected, although | be- 
a the claim meritorious as to chronic diarrhea contracted while in the Mex- 

nm war.” 
Claimant was examined by the Terre Haute board of surgeons in 1855, who 
reported as follows: i 

“He is thin,s , stoop-shouldered, and broken down. Bowels receding, 

slightly tympanitic. Increased dullness of hepaticarea. Tongue red at tip and 

coated. Mucous membrane of anus paleand relaxed. Heart's action 
and sounds indistinct. He is very poorly nourished, and totally disabled 
for the performance of manual labor. : 

The committee believe that claimant incurred chronic diarrhea while in the 
Mexican war, and that his service in the war of the rebellion aggravated !iis mal- 
ofy ces in his present incapacitated condition,and report the bil! favor- 
ably, with the recommendation that it do pass, 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recon- 
mendation that it do pass. 


SILAS K. HAINES. 


Mr. WILSON, of West Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bil! 
(H. R. 2626) granting a ion to Silas K. Haines. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, su to the provisions and limila- 


tone of Ge pension laws, the name of Silas K. es, late of Company H, Third 
Regiment Home Brigade Maryland Volunteers. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The report (by Mr. NEECE) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred House bill 2020, 
submit the following report: ; 

Claimant enlisted asa private soldier in Company H, Third Maryland Potomac 
Home Brigade, on March 8, 1862, and remained in the service until honorably 
mustered out at the close of the war. It yg 4 ty he was a man of 
vigorous health when he entered the Army. In ember, 1862, he was sur 


. 
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red with his command at Harper's Ferry, Va., by Colonel Miles, and on 
— on parole was sent to cam Parole at Annapolis. While there, to 
wit, in November, 1862, a member of his company, who was his nephew, died 
with typhoid fever, and claimant and another comrade were granted leave to 
accompany the corpse home to Preston County, West V But on the day 
after they started, and when they had reached Pittsburgh, claimant was — 
self stricken down with the same disease, and with great difficulty reached his 
home, where he was prostrated with it for many weeks. This disease has per- 
manently impaired his lungs, and left him a victim of increasing infirmity, 
suffering with swelling of joints of his lower limbs and with pains in his left hip 
to such a degeree that he become helpless and destitute. 
Dr. M. 8. Bryte confirms these facts, which are testified to by several comrades, 
nd says: : 
anc That he has known claimant all his life, and has treated him professionally 
since the death of former physicians, and that there is no doubt claimant's pres- 


ent physical wreck is due to the same attack of fever above alluded to, and that | 


it has never been aggravated by use of intoxicating liquors, from which claim- 
ant is an abstainer. ‘ 

There can be no doubt that this fever was contracted in the parole camp, al- 
though its first attack was felt the day after leaving camp, and your committee 
have no doubt, under the circumstances proved, that claimant is well entitled to 
be put on the pension-rolls, and report accordingly. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


MRS. AURELIA C. RICHARDSON. 


-Mr. WEBER. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 1584) for the 
relief of Mrs. Aurelia C. Richardson. 
Thebill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of 
the m laws, the name of Mrs. Aurelia C. Richardson, dependent mother 
of Albert H. Fillmore, late of Company F, Eleventh New York Cavalry Volun- 
teers. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
Chairman. 

The report (by Mr. SAWYER) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred House bill 1584, 
beg leave to submit the following report : 

The claimant is the dependent mother of Albert H. Fillmore, late of Company 
F, Eleventh New York Cavalry Volunteers. 

The soldier enlisted in August, 1862, for three years, and died in hospital at 
Memphis, May 20, 1865, from confluent small-pox. 

The claim was rejected on account of non-dependence upon the soldier at the 
time of his death. 

The claimant is seventy-six years old, and the evidence shows that she is now 
poor and suffering from the infirmities of old age. Her husband, the step- 
father of the soldier, is seventy-eight years old, a blacksmith by trade, broken 
down by physical infirmities, and unable to support himself and wife by labor. 
The income of all the property they now own is insufficient to furnish the com- 
monest kind of a living. 

At the time of the son's enlistment the property of the claimant was entirely 
insufficient for her support, and even with the earnings of her husband at that 
time was not enough to render them a comfortable living. 

The evidence tends to show that at and before enlistment the son recognized 


Let the report be read, Mr. 


his filial tine b porteeies to some extent to the mother’s support. 
We think is a claim falling fairly within the rule adopted by the commit- 
tee governing such cases, and finding it to be meritorious and just, reeommend 


that the bill do pass, 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


CLARA L. PREUSS. 


Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 921) grant- 
ing a pension to Clara L, Preuss. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior is authorized and directed 
to place on the pension-roll the name of Clara L. Preuss, at the same rate re- 
ceived by her deceased husband, Leopold B. Preuss, late captain of Company C, 
Fourth Kentucky Cavalry Volunteers. 


The report (by Mr. TAULBEE, supplied later) is as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 921) 
granting 


to Clara L. Preuss, submit the following report : 

; s husband wasat the time of his death drawing a pension for paraly- 
sis and varicose veins and varicocele, resulting from injuries received in line of 
duty. His widow’s claim for pension was re on the ground that the dis- 
ease which was the immediate cause of the death of soldier did not result from 
the injuries received in the service and line of duty. 

The facts-as shown by the record are as follows: 
Soldier was captain of Com: 


of y C, Fourth Regiment Kentucky Cavalry, and 
while in the line of duty was thrown from his horseand necnsiiehie 


dragged 
distance by the foot, ——s in varicose veins in left leg and varicocele of left 
he ed, as shown by surgeon's cer- 


. = examiners issued certificate of soldier's condition of date 
3 “(1) Warioocele of left cord of left scrotum of marked development; disability, 


left calf, especially external and posterior surfaces, covered by en- 
varicose veins, which collect and em into the internal saphena, 


itself likewise enlarged to us ing; lity one-half, $4. (The rat- 
ing for No. 1 too low; eeeih ve bene neat cae f, $4.) — 
Present —General paralysis, nearly 


complete ; there is no volun- 
{ary movement of the arm, or hand, or finger; incigufiions 


t power over lower 
extremities, to merely and barely movement; articulation indis- 


as a babe, and requires constant personal attend- 
and ; complains of intense pain over the whole body, 
a more especially in the back, result of chronic myelitis, consequent upon fal] 


“The disabilities N: i 
‘os. 1 and 2, for which he is now pensioned, continue less 


ne pensioner had to be visited and 
We find his disability, as described above, to be equal 
rating, Should be exempted from biennial 


| 
| 
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any evidence which we could gather the pension recommended at the 
rate of $50 a month was not granted. 


posed to put the widow on the pension-roll at the same rate which had 
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Your committee think that the pathological sequence is very plain, and that 
the cause of death, ‘‘ paralysis of muscles of respiration,” is the outgrowth and 
extension of the general paralysis resulting from the injury received in the serv- 
ice, and from which claimant suffered for a number of years prior to his death. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill with the following amend- 
ments: 

Strike out in lines 4 and 5 the words ‘“‘at the same 
ceased husband” and add to the bill the words ‘* 
limitations of the pension laws.” 


rate received by her de- 
subject to the provisions and 


The amendments recommended by the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions—striking out the words ‘‘at the same rate received by her de- 
ceased husband,’ inserting the words ‘‘ widow of” after the name 
**Clara L. Preuss,’’ and adding at the end of the bill the words ** subject 
to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws’’—were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed that the bill at the Clerk’s 
desk is not accompanied with any report, the report not having been 
received from the Printer. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Then let some gentleman who 
is familiar with the case make a statement. 

Mr. WILLIS. My colleague [Mr. TAULBEE] made the report. I 
am cognizant of the facts. This lady, the widow of Captain Preuss, 
resides in my city. The claim was rejected at the Department on a 
technicality. There isa report, which was made, as I have remarked, 
by my colleague [Mr. TAULBEE]. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
brief statement of the exact facts. 

Mr. TAULBEE. The gentleman from Arkansas requests a brief 
statement of the facts. I did not remember the particulars in this case 
until my colleague [Mr. WILLIS] made a suggestion with reference to 
it. I now remember the facts. This soldier, while a captain in the 
Army, fell from his horse and was dragged a considerable distance by 
the foot, suffering severe injuries, for which he was granted a pension 
at the rate of $15.a month. He made application for an increase of 
pension, and the medical examining board rated him at $50 a month 
for the injuries which he had received to the left leg, consisting of vari- 
So far, however, as appeared from 


Let the gentleman make a 


The bill as originally drawn pro- 


been received by her husband, the understanding doubtless being that 


he had been on the roll at the rate of $50 a month, which, however, 
did not appear from the records to have been the fact. 


The soldier died 
from paralysis, which, according to the report of the examining board, 
was the result of the injuries received when he fell from his horse. 


The report of the examining board stated that the soldier’s left arm 
and left leg, in fact both legs, were paralyzed to a very considerable 


extent. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
pension to the widow ? 

Mr. TAULBEE. The bill proposes to give a pension to the widow 
at the rate provided for under existing law. 

Mr. WILLIS. Not at $50 a month. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I see no objection. 

Mr. WILLIS. I know these parties in Louisville. They are a 
worthy German family—upright, honest people. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


This bill proposes to give a 


MARY SPRAGUE. 


Mr. JAMES. I call up the bill (H. R. 5715) granting a pension to 
Mary Sprague. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place the name of Mary Sprague, a volunteer nurse in 
the late war, an the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the 


pension laws, and pay her the sum of $25 per month from and after the passage 
of this act. 


The report (by Mr. PrnDAR) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
5715) granting a pension to Mary Sprague, submit the following report 

The claimant, Mrs. Mary Sprague, volunteered as a nurse and was accepted as 
such May 22, 1861, and was in continuous service until December, 1863. That while 
serving at the Mansion House Hospital, attending to her duties, her health be- 
came greatly impaired through a contagious fever there contracted, which dis- 
abled her for duty and from the effects of which she is still suffering. ‘That she 
is now unable to perform any kind of labor or household duty, never having re- 
covered her health. She now asks that, being unable longer to labor,she be’ 
granted a pension of $25 a month; in support of such claim she presents the affi- 
davit of Dr. D. W. Bliss, her own verified petition, and letters from J. B. Porter, 
surgeon U.S. A., and others, which are hereto attached and made part of this re- 
port. 

The committee believe that the claimant is entitled to a pension, and they rec- 
ommend that the bill be amended by striking out the words “ twenty-five,” in 
line 7, and inserting in lieu thereof “ twelve,’’ and as amended that the same do 
pass. 


The amendment reported by the committee to strike out, in line 7, 
the words ‘‘twenty-five’’ and insert in lieu thereof the word ‘‘ twelve,”’ 
was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
@ recommendation that it do pass. 
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ELIZABETH SLENBAKER. 


Mr. SHAW. I call up the bill (H. R. 4727) granting a pension to 
Elizabeth Slenbaker. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and _ limitations of 
the pension laws, the name of Elizabeth Slenbaker, mother of Joseph Sienba- 
ker, Inte of Company E, First Regiment Potomac Home Brigade Maryland Cav- 
alry 

The report (by Mr. Swope) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4527) 
granting a pension to Elizabeth Slenbaker, respectfully report : 

Joseph Slenbaker enlisted in Company E, First Regiment Potomac Home 
Brigade Maryland Cavalry, February 17,1864, and was discharged June 28, 185. 
He died September 18, 1870. 

The soldier's mother applied to the Pension Office for relief, and her daim was 
rejected on the ground that it can not be established that the fatal disease of sol- 
dier was due to service. 

In diverse statements before your committee among the papers on file claim- 
ant testifies as to her husband’s inability to support her since soldier's death on 
account of his diseased condition. She was at different times in receipt of vol- 
antary contributions from friends and relatives. Claimant has t hard to 
procure the evidence called for by the Department, but usually has been unsuc- 
cessfi:l in procuring same on account of so long a time having passed since the 
nappening of the different incidents. She received no replies to many of her 
letters sent to the officers and comrades of her son. 

As to the soldier's prior soundness, Dr. J. A. Taylor testifies that he always 
regarded the soldier asa healthy man. John Duerr and Peter K. Baker testify 
that they knew soldier for twenty-five years, and have every reason to believe 
that lie was a hale, hearty, robust man prior to enlistment. 

The evidence as to soldier's condition during service is very unsatisfactory. 
The captain of the company does not remember much about the soldier, and a 
letter addressed to John Mcllwain, late assistant surgeon, was returned un- 
claimed. 

Since service the soldier's condition is given by R. Zingling as follows: 

“I saw soldier neariy every day before he went into the Army, and never 
knew him to complain in any way. He came home from the Army with a 
cough and hoarseness, which continued getting worse until his death, and about 
one year before he died he lost his speech entirely.” 

The attending physician in soldier's last days testifies that he was only called 
- professionally in the last stages of his (soldier's) illness, and can not say how 

‘ong he had been suffering from disease of lungs; but phthisis was the imme- 
diate cause of his death. 

There is quite a good deal of testimony in reference to soldier's condition 
zince service, and it all tends to show that soldier went into the service a robust, 
healthy man.as far as the witnesses could tell,and returned to his home with 
hoaseness and a cough, which lasted until and was the cause of his death, as 
shown by competent medicalevidence. It is also clearly shown that the claim- 
ant’s husband was an invalid, and did not support her; also that the soldier did 
aid very materially in the maintenance of his parents. 

Thomas H. Joy and Peter L. Wilkehn testify that they contributed flour and 
money to claimant and her husband in payment for labor of soldier; that sol- 
dier aided materially in the support of his parents; that soldier's aid was neces- 
sary for their support, as the income from their property was insufficient. 

To recapitulate: The soldier was well and hearty w he enlisted; he re- 
turned home with a cough, which continued and resulted in phthisis, which 
ended in death. While well he contributed to the support of his parents, who 
are now poor and in want. 

For these considerations your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


SALLY B. BENT. 


Mr. GROUT. I call up the bill (H. R. 6606) granting a pension to 
Sally B. Bent. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Commissioner of Pensions is hereby directed to 
place on the pension-roll, subject to the limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of Sally B. Bent, dependent mother of David P. Bent, a soldier of the 
Union Army in the war of the rebellion, as shown by her application for a pen- 


sion, numbered 268462. 


Mr. GROUT. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. HAYNES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6606) granting a pension to Sally B. Bent, submit the followi —— 

Sally B. Bent filed a claim as dependent mother of David P. . & private 
in Company G, Fourth Vermont Regiment, who died of disease in the > 
Her claim was rejected “‘on the und that claimant was not dependenton the 
soldier for support at the time of his death, herson, C. C. Bent, having before that 
time agreed to support her, and having ~~ said contract.” 

It appears from the evidence filed in the Pension Office, and with thiscommit- 
tee, that in the spring of 1861 the Bent family consisted of the claimant and her 
husband, twosons, and twodaughters, The was at that time, by reason 
of poor heaith, able to perform but little manual labor, nor was he at any time 
before his death, which occurred in 1880. Bothdaughters were in per- 
son and deficient in intellect and intelligence, being thereby unable totake care 
of themselves. 

The family resided 2 a farm in the town of Marshfield, Vt., which was sit- 
uated nearly half a mile from the public road, and comprised 61 acres of wet, 
stonyland. The buildings were poor, and theentire property, real and personal, 
was worth from $1,000 to $1,200. 

July 9, 1861, Mr. and Mrs. Bent deeded their y to theireldestson, Charles 
©. Bent, in consideration of a life support for themselves and their two idiot 
daughters. The youngest son, David P., was a party to this t, but, 
being a minor, could not appeafof record. It was however, that he 
should enter the service, turn over his pay for the support of the family, and on 
his return was to share in the title to property. ie enlisted Septconber 21. 
1861, and his State pay of §7 a month was drawn by the father, besides which he 
forwarded about $10 per month from his Government pay. He died in hospital 
at Washington, May 19, 1862. 

The bar to the allowance of the mother’s claim is in the contract for support 


made with the son Charlies C. Technically, it her claim of depend- 
think, that - existed to a consider- 


ence upon the soldier. In fact, we 
able extent. All the evidence tends to show the three male members of 
the family circle the soldier was the most competent. 

The father was an invalid seeanaars years, and the son, Charies C., has 


had several severe fits of sickness. miserable little property involved was 


children. 
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manifestly insufficient for the maintenance of two old people and tw 
c The father is now dead, also one of the daughters. But the moji,... 
in her old age, is obi to work hard for the support which is guarant,., dt 
her on paper, but which the guarantor has been unable to furnish in fact «). 
gave herson to the country, and we think the country can well afford ty yw... . 
for the few remaining years of her life the technical objection to granting |... 
pension. ; 


The committee recommend that the bill be amended by striking out a); «9... 
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: “That tie <... 
retary of the Interior be.and hereby is, authorized and directed to place on ¢ 
pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws (), 
name of Sally B. Bent, dependent mother of David P. Bent, late a private . 
Company G, Fourth Regiment Vermont Volunteers,” and that as s 
the bill do pass. 

The amendment reported by the committee, to strike out al! «,, 
the enacting clause and insert the language stated at the conclusion , 
the report, was adopted. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House wit) 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. MATSON. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


CHARLES RIDDLE. 
I call up the bill (H. R. 6952) granting a , 


© idiot 


) al ted 


Mr. McCREARY. 
to Charles Riddle. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be itenacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby. 4, 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisionsani| 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Charles Riddle, father of M)\:,, 
Riddle, deceased, late of Company G, Eighteenth Kentucky Volunteers 


The report (by Mr. TAULBEE) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bil! (I. Ir. ¢ 
granting a pension to Charles Riddle, submit the following report : 

Milton Riddle enlisted asa private in Company G, Eighteenth Regiment k, 
tucky Volunteers, November 18, 1861,and was killed in action August 30, 13° 
he was never married; he left his father, Charles Riddle, surviving him 
mother died before his enlistment. 

Charles Riddle filed claim for pension as dependent father May 24, 1830, w! 
was rejected on the ground that the father was not dependent on his son for su 
port at time of enlistment. 

The proof is abundant and plain. 

Milton Riddle was sixteen years old when he enlisted. He had, up tot 
time of enlistment, lived with and labored for his father, he being the c!dest « 

Charles Riddle was, at the time of his son's enlistment, afflicted with pi 
from which he has been a continual sufferer. 

His family consisted of two daughters, aged eighteen and eight years, res). 
ively, and three sons, namely, soldier, aged sixteen years, and two others age 
twelve and ten years, ectively. One of his daughters lost one of he: 
soon after the war; one of his sons was paralyzed ; and one of his sons | 


lis 


eves 


st an 


arm. 

The father owned a farm of about 50 acres, worth about $600, and from wh: 
his income was about $40 or $50 per annum,and he owned a very smal! amount 
of personal property, and depended on his labor for the support of himse!f a: 


il 

He ce marricd three times since the death of his son, concerning which fi « 
the special examiner in his report makes the following observation : 

“My candid opinion is, that the only thing in which he ever manifested « 
energy was in marrying.” 

The proof shows that prior to his second marriage he was compelled to » 
eure homes for his children, he being unable to provide for them, and that aft: 
his second marriage his children returned home and his wife aided in th 
support. 

The marriages of claimant were all honorable, and your committee bc! 
were proper and expedient, and we regard the a reflection of the s; 
cial examiner as in very bad taste, and an evidence of bad faith. 

He uired no property of any consequence by any of his marriages, and is 
now, and has been eversince his son's enlistment, in poor health and very po 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


MARGARET D. MARCHAND. 


Mr. EVANS. I call up a bill (S. 226) granting a pension to Ma 
D. Marchand. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 40 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions an 1 
limitations of the sion laws, the name of Margaret D. Marchand, widow «' 
Commodore J. B. Marchand, late ofthe United States Navy, and pay ber ap! 
sion at the rate of $50 per month from the date of the passage of this act. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I haverun through the report 
and the case seems to be meritorious, but I would rather the gentlema» 
should make an explanation. 

Mr.EVANS. Mr. Chairman, this claim was reported favorably a0‘ 
was passed by the House several weeks ago. The bill provided tha! 
Mrs. Marchand be pensioned subject to the provisions and limitations 
of the pension laws. 

About the same time a separate bill was reported favorably and wi 
passed by the Senate allowing the claimant $50 per month. Now, 0! 
understand it, the House Pensions Committee report favorably the ~°n- 
ate bill. 

It seems to me from the gallant, distinguished, and long services 0' 
Commodore Marchand that it is nothing more than an act of justice 
but tardy at that, that this poor widow, who is now far in the dec!ivv 
of old age, being seventy-eight years old and in destitute circumstances, 


should receive this ion, which will, in a add to her com- 
fort the few i of her life. I hope there will be no ob- 
jection to the of this bill. 

Mr. B E, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, as I understand 
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the gentleman the widow of Commodore Marchand is poor and vener- 
able. 

Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir; and has nothing to live on. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I think that is enough. 

Mr. EVANS. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

A Memper. Is this a favorable report ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed it is a favorable report. 

Mr. EVANs's motion was agreed to; and the bill was accordingly laid 
aside to be reported to the Hoase with the recommendation that it do 
pass. 

GEORGE G. EARLY. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I call up a bill (H. R. 3379) granting a 
pension to George G. Early. 

The bill was real, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and 


directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations ¢f 


the pension laws, the name of George G. Early, of Newton, Iowa, late of Com- 
pany I, Third Ohio Infantry Volunteers. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I call for the reading of the report. 
Mr. NEECE. Unless the reading of the report is called gor I hope 
it will be omitted. 


The CHAIRMAN. It has been the habit to call for the reading of 


the reports. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, I will not ob- 
ject to dispensing with the reading of the report if I am permitted to 
ask a question. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Certainly. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Was this case rejected by the 
Pension Office ? 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Yes; upon the ground the claimant could 
not furnish testimony. He was in prison at the time. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Why has he not made a sub- 
sequent application ? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. He was in prison. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Why did he not make appli- 
cation when he got out of prison ? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. He could not get it when he was in prison. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. But what prevented him from 
getting it when he got out of prison ? 

Mr. PERKINS. From inability at that late period to show the oc- 
currence. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Let the report be read, and that will show 
the facts in the case. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I thought we might get at it 
quicker by explanation on the gentleman’s part. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. It is better to read the report. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Very well; let it be read. 

The report (by Mr. CoNGER) was read, as follows: 


Le Committee on aie valid Porton. to eg ame etme the bill (H. R. 3397) 
nting a pension George G. y, su e following report: 

oT his soldier enlisted June 15, 1861, as a sergeant, Company I, Third Ohio Vol- 
unteers, was taken prisoner at Murfreesborough, Tenn., December 31, 1862, and 
was paroled January 27,1863, and discharged June 21,1864. He re-enlisted asa 
private in Company G, One hundred and eighty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, Feb- 
ruary 14,1865, and was mustered out January 20, 1866, having served more than 
four years. He filed application for pension June 21, 1882, alleging disease of 
the heart, liver, and kidneys, or general debility. 

His application was rejected for the want of proof showing the existence of 
his d while in the service. 

He has proven his four years or more of arduous service, which certainly 
ought to be conclusive proof of prior soundness; and he has furnished medical 
testimony of his general debilitated condition in 1866, immediately after his dis- 
charge, and from that time to present date. The following affidavit of Dr. J. R. 
Gorrell, of Newton, Iowa, gives a full history of the case, and is fully corrobo- 
rated by other testimony: 

“I have known George G. Early intimately, socially and professionally, since 
the si of 1869. I have seen him, I believe, every week, and often every day, 
form during the whole of that time. the treatment of his 
case in the of 1869, and he has been constantly under my care ever since. 
My of his case then was obseure liver and kidney disease. During 
the fall of 1869 there occurred irregularity of the heart's action, which was then 
believed to be functional and to depend upon the liver and kidneys. As before 

he has been constantly under my care fessionally since 1869 for dis- 
ease of the liver, kidney, and heart, which d treatment, for he has slowly 
but steadily grown worse up to the present time. 

“In view of the character of the disease at my first examination in 1869, and its 
persistence up to this time, and alsoas he had atone time (1862) in the Army an 

attack of kidney disease, attended with delirium for several days, I have 
no hesitancy in sa: that the cause of his present disability was his army life. 
He was a brave for four years and a half; was never off duty except a 
following acute attack referred to, from which he supposed he had re- 
but subsequent developments a. point to the fact that the disease 
from exposure to cold, he being barefooted and with one ragged 
blanket on a forced march in January, only remained in abeyance and silently 
iavaded other organs until his present physical wreck is the result. He has 
liver, 


: 


i 


for several years, he not being able to because of disease of his 
. kidneys, and heart, and there is no lity of a recovery. He is poor 
. He =o ape and is — honorable — 
Army Republic, of Newton, lowa, in a memorial to 

Congress set forth the same facts, and pray that he be pensioned. 
record t ratherto-be placed to his credit 
than set down against him. The fact of his and a half years of faithful and 
honorable service, his capture, hisimprisonment, his continued disability since, 
and his present disabled condition and consequent poverty, in the judgment of 


Sennen eenonand recompense by the Government. The 
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Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The report does not seem to 
develop why he did not make application for a pension, or why it was 
rejected if he did. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. It does show his claim was rejected on 
account of the failure of the claimant to furnish proof showing that 
the disability was incurred while in the service. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Thatisenongh. Do you know 
this physician to be a responsible and competent man? 

Mr. WEAVER, offowa. Yes; Dr. Gorrell is a member of the board 
at Newton, Iowa. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

MRS. SARAH FP. M KEAN. 

Mr. STRUBLE. I call up a bill (S. 973) granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Mrs. Sarah P. McKean, of Marion, Linn County, lowa 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, éc., That the pension of Mrs. Sarah P. McKean be, and the samo 
is hereby, increased to $50 per month; and the Commissioner of Pensions is 
hereby authorized and directed to place the name of Mrs. Sarah P. McKean on 
the pension-roll as a pensioner of the United States for the sum of $0 per month, 
said $50 per month being in lieu of all other pensions heretofore granted. 

The report (by Mr. STRUBLE) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (5S. 973) granting 
an increase of pension to Mrs. Sarah P. McKean, have examined the same, and 


report: 

This bill, reported by the Senate Committee on Pensions with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass, provides for increasing the pension of Mrs, Sarah P. 
MeKean from $30 to $50 per month. : 

She is the widow of General Thomas J. McKean, who was a graduate of West 
Point, was promoted to brevet second lieutenant in the Fourth Infantry July 1, 
1831, where he served until his resignation March 31,1834. _ ; 

Subsequently he served as a private soldier in the war with Mexico; was ap- 
pointed paymaster United States Volunteers June 1, 1861, and brigadier-general of 
volunteers November 21, 1861, in which capacity he served through the war of 
the rebellion, leaving the service a physical wreck and dying in 1870 from the 
effects of his service. ; 

The present pension ($30) of Mrs. McKean is the rate for the rank of lieuten- 
ant-colonel, being the highest grade allowed under the general pension laws. 
The petitioner is now over sixty years of age and wholly dependent (for her 
support) upon her pension, which is inadequate to afford her a comfortable 
living. ° 

In view of the long and distinguished services of petitioner's husband, her 
own needs, and the numerous precedents established by Congress in cases of 
this kind, your committee report the bill favorably and recommend that it do 
pass, 

Mr. PRICE. I do not want to delay the proceedings, but this is one 
of the kind of things I do not want to vote for, nor do I think any man 
here would like to vote for it. I understand another similar case was 
laid aside to be reported to the House with the recommendation that 
it do pass, the purpose of which is to raise the pension of an officer’s 
widow. I wish now to call attention to the fact this is based on the 
rank of her husband, and not because of extraordinary gallantry. 

Mr. STRUBLE. It is based on his long and valuable service. 

Mr. PRICE. That is the case with all of them. 

A MEMBER. What was the rank of this officer ? 

Mr. STRUBLE. A brigadier-general in the late war. I move that 
the bill be laid aside to be reported to the House with the recommen- 
dation that it do pass. 

Mr. STRUBLE’S motion was agreed to; and the bill was laid aside to 
be reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

FREDERICK ROBERTSON. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio. I call up the bill (H. R. 1860) granting 

a pension to Frederick Robertson. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 


limitations of the pension laws, the name of Frederick Robertson, late an assist- 
ant surgeon in the United States Army, at the rate of $30 per month. 


The committee recommend in the seventh line to strike out ‘‘ at the 

rate of $30 per month.’’ 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The amendment strikes out 

**$30 a month,’’ and leaves it under the operation of the pension laws. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. What does the law allow to 

widows of surgeons ? 

Mr. BRADY. That depends upon the rank held by the claimant. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Do the surgeons have military 

rank? It isso long since the war that I believe I have forgotten. 

Mr. BRADY. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informred he rank in this case was 

that of an assistant surgeon. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio. An assistant surgeon ranks as a captain. 

The amendment was adopted; and the bill as amended was laid aside 

to be reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
ELIZABETH S. DE KRAFFT. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. I ask consent to call up the bill (S. 2223) 


oe ot 


granting a pension to Elizabeth 8. De Krafft and put it upon its pas- 


e. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, aw 
thorized anddirected to place on the pension-rol!, subject to the provisions and 
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limitations of the pension laws, the name of Elizabeth 8. De Krafft, widow of 
John Charles Philip De Krafft, late commodore and rear-admiral in the United 
States Navy. 


The report (by Mr. StRUBLE) was read, as follows: 


Asa review of the eminent and faithful service of the petitioner's husband, 
we quote from a letter recently written by Admiral Porter, and which is sus- 
tained by the records 


OrFrice OF THE ADMIRAL, 1710 H Street, N. W., 
it 'ashington, D. C. , April 15, isss. 


The late Rear-Admiral J.C. P. De Krafft had a varied service, having seen as 
much sea duty as any of the officers of his grade, and a great deal more than 
some others, his duty, while in the Navy, having (on sea and ashore) been 
almost continuous, 

He bears a record of having been a most excellent officer, alwa 
faction to his commanding officers, and never had any official di 
asknown. The record of his services is as follows: 

He entered the Navy from Illinois, October 9, 1841, and was ordered to the 
frigate Congress, of the Me diterranean squadron, in which he served till 1843. 
In 1844 he was sent to the frigate Raritan, on the Brazil station, where he re- 
mained till 1846, being then ordered to the home squadron. He served through- 
out the Mexican war, being present at the first attack upon Alvarado. He was 
sent to the ship-of- the-line Ohio, on the Pacific station, in 1847, and afterward 
was sentto the Naval School, being promoted to passed midshipman August 10, 
1847. 

After passing his examination he served on board the frigate Raritan on the 
Home Station, and in 1851 was ordered to the Coast Survey. He was next or- 
dered to the steamer Vixen,in which he served till 1852,0on the home station, 
returning to the Coast Survey in 1853. He was attached to the United States 
steamship Michigan on the lakes in 1855,and was promoted to master in that 
year. On September 14,1855, he received his commission as a lieutenant, and 
served in the sloop John Adams,in the Pacific squadron, from 1856 to 1858, re- 
eae to the Michigan in 1859, In 1861 he was on board the Niagara, em- 
ploy ed in special service. In that year he participated in the attack on Fort 

cRae, in the harbor of Pensacola. He was constantly employed during the 
war, especial! in the West Gulf blockading squadron. In 1862-’63 he was on 
duty at the Washington navy-yard,and commanded the steamer Conemaugh 
from 1864 to 1866, pehaveting * in the attack on Fort owe Mobile Bay, when 
he commanded a division of five gunboats on August 5, 1 

He was made a commander July 25, 1866; wason cpecial da duty in a“ 
in 1867, 1868,and 1869; was fleet captain of the North Atlantic squadro In 
1870 he was again employ ed on special! duty at Philadelphia, from which } int 
he was ordered to duty at the navy-yard at Portsmouth, N. H.,where he re- 
mained till 1872. He was commissioned as captain November 20, 1872, and was 
ordered to the command of the Richmond, flag-si:ip of the Pacific station, and 
as fleet captain of that station. 

From this station he was transferred to similar duties in the Asiatic fleet, 
where he remained till 1875. His next service was at the Washington navy- 
yard, as captain of the yard, from 1877 to 1880. 

On the 12th of July, 1880, he was ordered to duty as hydrographer of the Navy 
Department, and on October 1, 1881, was promoted to be a commodore. 

On August 22, 1883, he wasmade president of the naval board of inspection and 
survey, on which he served under my command till the day of his death, having 
been in the mean time made a rear-admiral. He performed all his duties in the 
most intelligent and satisfactory manner. 

Very respectfully, 


ys gave satis- 
culties so far 


DAV > he PORTER, 
miral, U. 8. Navy. 


The widow, Elizabeth 8. De Krafft, was granted a ‘nism of $30 per month. 

In view of the long, varied, and distinguished —— of Bae poslo husband, 
extending from October 19, 1841, to his death, October riod of forty- 
four years, and in view of the needs of the widow, and the ents heretofore 
established by Congress, your committee think that petitioner’s pension should 
be increased from $30 to $50, as is provided for in this bill. 

We therefore recommend that said bill do pass, 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I would like toask some ques- 
tions in connection with this bill of the chairman of the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. MATSON. This bill comes from the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRICE. I move that the bill be laid aside to de reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do lie on the table. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Arkansas yield the 
floor for that motion ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I will continue my questions 
before I yield. Who speaks for this bill ? 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. I do. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. This is the widew of an ad- 
miral, 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
understand. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Yes, sir; she has very little. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Where does she live? 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Here in Washington. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. She has not married since the 
= 

r. ZACH. TAYLOR. No, sir; and I will say to the gentleman 
ast this is following the line of precedent established by the House 
for many years. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. We understand that. Iwould 
like to ask the gentleman further, is she aged ? 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Yes, sir; she is sixty or seventy years old. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. This report speaks of her he- 
ing in reduced circumstances. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Yes, sir; she has very little property. 
aan BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. She is in need of the money, 

en? 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. This gives her #3 a month? 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Yes, sir. 


She is without property, as I 
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Mr. STRUBLE. I would like to say to the gentleman fro 
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kansas—— oa 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I am satisfied; I have yo ¢),. 
jection to the bill. ’ 
Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, I would like to say as { oth ° 


motion of the gentleman from Wisconsin that I am satisfied a brief ¢ 
planation will convince him it ought not to be made. These pay 7 
pensions are not like the pensions voted for Army purposes, whi, 
come out of the general Treasury. These naval pensions come » at of 
the pension fand, which is raised by the sale of prizes captured })y 
Navy, and it is not a burden upon the Government like the appr. sprig a- 
tions for Army pensions. 

Mr. BRADY. Fifteen millions of that pension fund I will say to ti). 
gentleman from Arkansas are now out at interest. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I would like to ask anothe; 
question in reference to this fund. As I understand it, it isa 
created by law for a specific purpose. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Does the law also specily e¢ 
tain classes of pensioners who shall draw against it? 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Now, is there any danger whey 
you make additions to that list that you may do anact of injustice to 
worthy pensioners who have been heretofore placed upon that list’ 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. There is no danger of that; itisa very large 
fund. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRADY. It has accumulated to a very large extent, and this 
addition could not possibly deprive anybody. There are already fif- 
teen millionsof it at interest. It has been expressly set apart for naval 


land 


Is there a surplus nowy ” 


pensions. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I have no objection whatever 
to the passage of thie bill. Iam entirely willing to put additional mer- 


itorious pensioners upon it provided it does no injury to other good 
pensioners now there. In that case I would desire payment trom 
another source. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Let me say to the gentleman from Wisconsin that 
as to the rank of this officer it is the same relative rank as that of the 
officer whose bill was a short time ago in the presence of the 
gentleman. I hope, therefore, that my friend will not do more than in- 
dicate his opposition to it by voting against it, and will not insist upon 
the presence of a quorum. 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, I have no desire to detain the commit- 
tee longer than is absolutely necessary, but it is not the amount of 
money involved in this or any of these cases that is going to destroy the 
Government. It has gone abroad all over the country that we are do- 
ing this thing night after night and day after day in the way of grant- 
ing these pensions; now these people believe all this to be wrong 
when they see bills of this kind passed. I sympathize in that convic- 
tion myself in view of the fact that we have hundreds and thousands 
of people that have no pension at all. It has been our fault that there 
has been an absolute failure to grant pensions in many cases that are 
pending, and cases are sent away from the Pension Office and rejected 
there on testimony that-would convict a good man of murder in any 
court in thecountry. Following that they send outspecial examiners, 
and if a man can find one out of eighteen witnesses who will swear to 
any fact in opposition to the claim of the soldier they will take it and 
delay the whole a of granting the pension. 

These people should be attached to this Government because they be- 
lieve it is a square one; and yet when they read in the papers of these 
cases of pensions at $30 being called up and increased to $50 in both 
the pee and aed they have a right to say we are not doing this 

just] 
: Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. May I ask the gentleman to 
what class does he refer? 

Mr. PRICE. I refer to raising the pension of anybody who has a 


reasonable support, raisins it to an extraordinary amount, or a greater 


amount, whether extraord or not, purely on the ground that there 
is a precedent for it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The gentleman is referring to 
what we are doing just now. 


Mr. PRICE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. To what class does the gentle- 
man refer when he speaks of what we are not doing? 
Mr. PRICE. I was referring to thousands and thousands of wit 
ows yom an soldiers who died in the ranks, and to soldiers who ate 
wrecks to-day, who have fallen into abject poverty or are 
eking out a miserable existence ina -house, who, because of some 
infernal law that should never have passed, are starving for want 
of support. And at the same time we are taking these distinguished 
because of their rank, and inereasing their pensions. You «au 
write up the history of any of these men—it is well written no doubt; 
yen cin aul taaaoal domeleaeeds And we allow this gush, this 
sentiment, to make usdo this unfair thing. Independentofthe amount 
of money which is involved we create the impression among the peop!e 








1886. 


who should be attached to the Government that we are unjust to them, 
and go on day after day moved by a sickly sentiment. And when no 
other argument can be put forward there is the argument that we have 
a precedent for it. In the name of common sense, is this Congress to 
be tied down by what some other Congress has done? Let us adopt a 
course that will be more creditable, more just, and that will commend 
itself to the judgment of the people. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Wisconsin make a mo- 
tion to lay the bill aside with the recommendation that it do lie on the 

2 

= PRICE. Yes, sir; I make that motion. 

The motion was d to 

The bill was laid 


recommendation. ; ; 

Mr. MATSON. I move that the committee do now rise. 

The question being taken, the Chair stated that the “‘ayes’’ seemed 
to have it. 

Mr. BRADY. [I call for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 27, noes 18. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and Mr. McCreary having resumed 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. MCMILLIN reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, having had under consideration the Private 
Calendar under the special order, had directed him to report sundry 
bills with divers recommendations. 





aside to be reported to the House with a favorable 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will first report the bills of the House 
which have been reported from the Committee of the Whole without 
amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Before that is done I ask that the bills 
which increase the pensions from $30 to $50, three in number, be re- 
ferred to a full House for a vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no objection, the Clerk will 
lay the bills indicated aside for the present and report the bills to which 
there is no objection. 

Mr. BRADY. What is the motion of the gentleman from Indiana ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. 
JoHNSTON] objected to three bills being acted on with the others col- 
lectively, and desired there should be separate action on those bills. 

Mr. BRADY. To-night? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Yes. 

The bills indicated, 8. 226, S. 973, and S. 223, were‘laid aside until 
action should be taken on the other bills reported. 


BILLS PASSED. 


Bills of the House of the following titles, reported from the Commit- 
teeof the Whole, were severally ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, they were accordingly read the third time, 
and . 


A bill (H. R. 2964) to restore to the pension-list the name of Abel 
Mishler, of Pennsylvania; 

A bill (H. R. oan granting a pension to Abraham Points; 

A bill (H. R. 7721) granting a pension to Ellen J. Welch; 

A bill (H. R. 7750) to place the name of John W. Payton on the 


ion-roll; 
A bill (H. R. 4816 ting a pension to Mrs. Letitia J. Garrard; 
A bill (H. R. 8351) for the relief of Edward Coleman; 
A bill (H. R. teats granting a pension to Silas K. Haines; 
A bill ey R. 1584) for the relief of Aurelia C. Richardson; 
A bill (H. R. 4527) granting a pension to Elizabeth Slenbaker; 
A bill (H. R. 6952) granting a pension to Charles Riddle; and 
bill (H. R. 3379) granting a pension to George G. Early. 
House bills of the following titles were reported from the Committee 
of the Whole House with amendments. The amendments were sev- 


erally adopted, and the bills as amended were ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, they were accordingly 
read the third time, and passed: 

A bill (H. R. 3363) granting a pension to Jennette Dow; 

A bill (H. R. 2358) granting a pension to Mary Renfro; 

A bill (H. R. 8142) granting a pension to Mrs. Annie 8. Webb; 

A bill (H. R, 921) granting a pension to Clara R. Preuss; 

A bill fr R. 5715) granting a pension to Mary Sprague; 

A bill (H. R. 6606) granting a pension to Sallie B. Bent; and 

A bill (H. R. 1860) granting a pension to Frederick Robertson. 

The bill (S. 1584) for the relief of Cornelia R. Schenck was ordered 
to a third reading; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


THOMAS 8S. HOPKINS. 


The bill oad for the relief of ThomasS Hopkins, late of Company 
5 Volunteers, was reported from the Committee of 


Cc 
the Whole House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
Mr. TAULBEE. I wish to inquire of the gentleman having this 


bill in charge whether this is the case in which arrears of pensions are 
Mr. HAYNES. It is that bill. 


i. 
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| Mr. TAULBEE. I ask to have it laid over till the other bills are 
disposed of. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There are now only remaining this bill 
and the three Senate bills which were laid aside at the request of the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Jounston]. The Clerk will report the 
bill referred to by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. TAULBEE]. 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is, Shall this bill pass? 

Mr. TAULBEE. Mr. Speaker, I shall have to object to the passage 
of this bill. Is it in order to have the bill read again at this time? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Now, Mr. Speaker, in my judgment there are two 
very grave reasons why this bill should not pass. ‘The first is that un- 
der this bill the claimant has the benefit of the act increasing the rate 
of pension to certain persons on the pension-roll at the time of the 
passage of the act increasing pensions from $50 to $72 per month 

This case is singled out, for reasons which I have been unable to dis- 
cover, from many other cases equally meritorious. Another feature of 
this bill is that it proposes to give the claimant arrears of pensions, al- 
though he failed to file his claim in time to avail himself of the benefit 
of the act granting arrears. I object to that. In the first place, Mr. 
Speaker, Iam opposed wholly to the theory of arrears of pensions. I 
do not think it is tenable from any standpoint; I do not think it is 
good practice. 

I have always taken the position that every person who was disabled 
in the service of the United States should receive a pension from the 
date of his application, and that the widow, the dependent father, or 
other relations of such a person recognized by the law should, in case 
of the death of the soldier in consequence of his service, be entitled to 
pension from and after the date of the filing of their applications. I be- 

| lieve that is the correct theory of pensions; I believe that is the proper 
ground on which we can afford to put these cases, and I shall certainly 
oppose the passage of this bill, because this claimant, who appears from 
the report to have been a practicing attorney in the city of Washington 
and doubtless had full knowledge of his rights, failed to file his claim 
in time for reasons best known to himself, and which, perhaps, the 
friends of this bill may be able to explain. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Mr. Speaker, I think I shall be able to demon- 
strate to the House that it is entirely consistent with the principles 
which the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. TAULBEE] has announced 
that this bill should pass. The law relating to arrears of pensions con- 
tained a limitation, but from that limitation were excepted all cases 
of insanity, meaning, as I suppose, such mental disability as disqualified 
the man from making the necessary application. In other words, the 
same provision was made in that law that is made in all sensible statutes 
of limitation, exempting persons who were under such disability, either 
of coverture or nonage or mental disqualification, as would prevent 
them from doing the thing which their fellow-citizens not so circum- 
stanced could do. 

This man was not technically ‘‘ insane’’ in the opinion of the Pen- 
sion Office, yet he was suffering under a disability which rendered it 
impossible for him to make the application. Of that there is ample 
proof. It is true that he had been a practicing lawyer, but at the 
time in question he was prostrated by nervous exhaustion, which ren- 
dered him incapable of making the necessary application. The proof 
of that is contained in the report, and it comes from Drs. Johnston and 
Fry of this city. Dr. Fry Ido not know. Dr. Johnston I do know. 
He is a physician of the highest standing and celebrity here in Wash- 
ington, a2 man incapable of stating anything but the truth. He says 
that he was one of the regular medical attendants of Thomas 8. Hop- 
kins during his long illness; that his disease ‘‘has been the severest 
ease of nervous exhaustion which hasever come under my observation; ’’ 
that ‘‘from March, 1879, to November, 1880, he was absolutely dis- 
qualified, both mentally and physically, from attending to the business 
of applying for a pension, or any other business, by reason of the inten- 
sity of his symptoms, and that there were no intervals, however short, 
during that period when he could have safely undertaken the work;”’ 
and that ‘‘the effort he made in applying at so early a date as he did 
apply seriously retarded his recovery.”’ 

Now, what does this bill propose to do? Itis verysimple. It pro- 
poses to put this man in the same position as if he had been technically 
‘*insane.’’? Is that right or wrong? Under the principle announced 
by the gentlemen from Kentucky [Mr. TAULBEE] he would not de- 
prive this man, thus circumstanced, of the right which the laws of the 
country have given to other citizens similarly circumstanced. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Will the gentleman allow me a question’ 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Certainly. 

Mr. TAULBEE. At what rate of pension will this man go on the 
pension-roll in case we pass this bill ? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. He will receive the same rate of pension that 
he would have received had he made his application in time. 

Mr. TAULBEE. In time for what? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. In time to avoid the statute of limitation. 

Mr. TAULBEE. As to the pension or as to the arrears? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. As tothearrears. He is now on the pension- 
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roll. Every fact necessary to entitle him to a pension has been proved 
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of Pensions. I have listened 
to this bill carefully, and in my jadgment it can do nothing except 
put him in the same position that he would have been in had his men- 
tal condition been such as to permit him to make the application in 
time. He will receive the, pension allowed by law—only that. 

Mr. PERKINS. If this bill should pass, the testimony showing the 
condition of the beneficiary from the time he incurred the disability 
up to the time when he was put on the pension-roll will be considered 
by the Commissioner for the purpose of determining what pension he 
shall draw. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I do not pretend to be an expert in pension 
jaw, but cases have come under my ebservation where a man has been 
graded for a number of years at $4 a month, for another series of years 
at $8 a month, and for another term of years at even a higher rate. 
So that under the terms of this bill the man’s pension will be graded 
by the actual disability which existed (and which will have to be shown 
at the Pension Office) from the time when the disability was incurred 
up to the time when he received the pension already granted him un- 
der the testimony on file in the Pension Office. 

Mr. PRICE. Can the gentleman state how long that time was? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I can not. 

Mr. TAULBEE. If I understand the reading of this bill, it at- 
tempts to accomplish two things—— 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Only one thing. 

Mr. TAULBEE. One is to extend to this claimant the arrears which 
he would have reeeived had he filed his application at the Pension Of- 
fice prior to July 1, 1880. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Will the Clerk have the kindness to read the 
bill again? I desire that the gentleman from Kentucky shall see what 
its language is. 

The Clerk again read the bill. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. The gentleman will see that the bill is ex- 
actly as I stated. It merely puts this man on the pension-roll at the 
same rate he would have received had the application been made in 
time. 

Mr. TAULBEE. My understanding of the pension law is that all 
persons who on the 16th of June, 1880, were on the pension-roll at the 
rate of $50 per month were to receive thereafter $72 per month. The 
date of June 16, 1880, has nothing whatever todo with the limitation 
for arrears of pension. That limitation cut off all claims for arrears of 
pension filed subsequently to June 30,1880. This rerating of pensions 
extended up to June 16, 1880, the law providing that who were 
on the pension-roll prior to that time at the rate of $50 a month for 
disabilities equivalent to those for which this claimant is now on the 
pension-roll at that rate should have their pensions increased to $72 a 
month. Otherwise, why the propriety of providing in this bill that 
the claimant shall not only have the benefit of the arrears of pension, 
but shall be exempted as to rating from the limitation which ran out 
June 16, 1880? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Do I understand the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky to make the suggestion that under this bill this man would re- 
ceive any more than if he had made application at the time? 

Mr. TAULBEE. I donotclaim that under this bill theclaimant will 
have any more rights than he would have had if he had filed his claim 
in time to avail himself of the benefit of this increase of rate; but I do 
say that the clause in the bill to which I have referred can mean noth- 
ing else than te imerease this rate of pension from $50 te $72 a month. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. What can be the objection to putting this 
man in the same position in which he would have been had his rental 
condition been such that he could have made application in proper time ? 
That is all the bill does. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I do not claim that an argument such as the gen- 
tleman seems to have understood me to offer can be on any 
grounds of fairnessor right. Granting that this claimant, subsequently 
to the development of his disease to a pensionable degree, was not in a 
condition to make his application—grant that his disease was so sudden 
in Se Ee ee 
tion—in that state of facts the law, as has stated by the gentle- 
man from Maine, would have made provision for him. But he refrained 
from making his application during the progress of the development of 
the disease from which he claims to have suffered on the 30th of June, 
1880, and immediately prior thereto. 

But with reference to that point of rerating, I say that if thisclaimant, 
with his present disabilities, is entitled to that increase of rate, if this 
act should be retrospective in regard to him, I can see no reason why 
there should not be a general law ing these benefits to all per- 
sons now laboring under disabilities i to those under which 
this claimant is laboring. i that this bill, if passed —— 


point and strength of the case, as I remember, consisted 
that this man was stricken with this disease before the enactment of 
anaes Ot i ee 
elpless until after the expiration of the limitation, which was on the 
ist of July, 1880; that he having been stricken with the disease in 
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1878, there was no moment of time from the enactment of the arrear. 
age acts in January and March, 1879 (for there were two acts), untij 
aiter the expiration of the limitation, or, indeed, until the presen, 
time, when he has been able to make application. 


Mr. REED, of Maine. That is what the report states. 
Mr. MATSON. This claim was regarded as being sui generis, there 


is no other like it, so far as we have ever heard, and hence we conside, 
it one which can not constitute a precedent. 


Mr. TAULBEE. If my colleague on the committee [ Mr. MATson] 


desired to ask me a question I have failed to catch its purport. 


Mr. MATSON. I desired to ask the gentleman whether he under. 


stood the fact I have stated. 


Mr. TAULBEE. I did not; but in order that I may understand the 


exact state of the case let me ask the gentleman whether or not the 
disease with which this claimant is now affected developed gradually 
or whether the attack was so sudden and severe as ‘to render him in- 
capable of making application from the time the disease appeared ? 


Mr. MATSON. The history of the disease, as I understand it, and 


of this sudden attack, is substantiated by some of the most eminent 


physicians of this city and country I was talking to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL] a while ago, and he told me that 
Dr. Weir Mitchell, of Philadelphia, one of the most eminent physi- 
cians in the country, attended this man, and that the history of the 
disease is thoroughly shown. There is no doubt he had this disease. 
and all the physicians agree, including an eminent physician of this 
eity, Dr. W. W. Johnston, that this attack of paralysis, or whatever 
they may choose to call it, wasincurred in theservice. This insidious 
disease caused the sudden attack to which the report refers. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Nervous prostration. 

Mr. MATSON. There is no doubt about the disease, whatever it may 
be called, causing this sudden attack. I yielded a reluctant consent 
and only after I had thoroughly examined the case. I think we ought 
not to make any precedent to open the question of arrears in any way 
by special legislation, but I regarded this case, as I said before, as a 

i in its character 


case ts 1 

Mr. TAULBEE. If I understand the statement of the gentleman 
correctly, this bill is not intended to give this man any rating other 
than that he would have been entitled to if he had made his applica- 
tion in time for arrears. With that view of the case, Mr. Speaker, | 
will move to strike out all that part of the bill which relates to ‘‘ June 
16, 1880,’’ and insert in lieu of it the words ‘‘ June 30, 1880.’’ 

TheSPEAKER protempore. The motion to strike out is not in order, 
but will be entertained, if there be no objection. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Wait a moment. Of course I am not fa- 
miliar with the details of the bill, and I donot know why June 16 was 
putin. We may be making-a mistake about this thing. 

Mr. TAULBEE. If the words ‘“‘June 16” be stricken out and the 
words ‘‘ June 30” inserted it will give this claimant the benefit of ar- 
rears just as the law in reference to total disability provided it. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Why shall he not have the rerating if he 
were in the position he would have been under the old law ? 

Mr. TAULBEE. I am opposed to the present provisiegs of the bill. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Let me read tothe gentleman from Kentucky 
the language of this report made by the committee. It says that— 


of said act down to a subsequent to the 30th of June, 1880, he was pre- 
vented, by reason of extreme severity of his illness and by mental and 
= from making an application for arrears in accordance witli 


e provisions of act. 


If he were im that condition why should he not have the benefits of 
the act of March 3, 1879? | 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. And when he was unable to make app!'- 
cation to be rerated? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Why should he not have that benefit’ 

Mr. McMILLIN. erm cages creed at this: If 

this act im its present form you give hima rate of pension you 
S mabeiee to others with similar disability merely by the action o! 
this committee. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I do not understand that. 

Mr. TAULBEE. But that is true. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Yes; that is true. 

Mr. TAULBEE. The chairmanof the committee will corroborate |. 

Mr. MATSON. A man whe is placed upon the pension-rel! now be- 
cause of total helplessness and in a condition to require the attention 0! 
person gets $50 month. Those in that condition on the 3"! 
of June, 1880, within the rule, are allowed $72 a month. 

Mr. McMILLIN. That is the point I was making. 

Mr. TAULBEE. By the termsof this bill he will be given a rate a 
if his claim had been filed and allowed on June 16, 1880; or, in othe: 
words, he will get the rate of $72 a month. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Whereas if he were placed on the roll at the t me, 
however meritorious the case might have been, he would be allowe’ 
only $50 a month. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. If he had been mentally sound at the 
me he would have received the higher rating. 
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Mr. TAULBEE. His application is the question. 

Mr. McMILLIN. It is nota question of the degree of disability. 

Mr. MATSON. If the claim were filed and the disability existed on 
the 16th of June that is the rate to which he would have been entitled 

er the law. 

“0. REED, of Maine. I want to say, Mr. Speaker, that this par- 
ticular point of law is as new to meas it is to anybody else in this House, 
or else I certainly should have stated it, since I always try to state the 
law of my caseas wellasIcan. But under the peculiar circumstances 
of this case I shall, I think, still urge the House to allow the bill to 


nd. 
~~ TAULBEE. Mr. Chairman, my first understanding of the po- 
sition taken by the gentleman from Maine was that he did not insist 
on giving this claimant the benefit of the increased rate of pension, and 
that it was not the purpose of the bill to increase the rate from $50 to 
$722 month. Since then I understand that the gentleman proposes 
to insist that it shall be passed in its present condition, which, perhaps, 
would give him a rating of $72, instead of $50, as he now has. 

Mr. BAYNE. May Lask the gentleman from Kentucky a question? 

Mr. TAULBEE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYNE. Suppose this man had had the sense to file his appli- 
cation, OF y had filed it for him, within the time fixed by the 
law, would he not, with the disability from which he was suffering, 
have received $50 a month? 

Mr. TAULBEE. If this claim had been adjudicated prior to the 
16th day of June, 1880, with the present disabilities of the claimant, 
if they entitle him now to $50 a month it would have given him $72 a 
month. The existing law would give such disability as I understand 
him to be laboring under that rating a month. 

Mr. BAYNE. But would he not have got $50 a month if the case 
had been filed for him and adjudicated upon the evidence before the 
committee as to his disabilities ? 

Mr. TAULBEE. As tothat I am not able to say, because it is gen- 
erally understood that the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and even 
the House itself, takes more latitude with reference to existing law, 
giving pensions and the adjudication of claims, than the Pensiez: Office 
can take, which is held to a strict enforcement of the law. We may 
go outside of the legal question in the considetation of the case and 
take an equitable view of it, while the letter of the law does not confer 
such authority on the office. 

Mr. BAYN But if this man with his present disabilities had been 
granted his pension prior to the 16th day of June, 1880, then he would 
have been entitled to the increas® which was subsequently made by the 
change in the law to $72 a month? 

Mr. TAULBEE. But the evidence before the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and the persistence of the attorney he had prior to June 16, 





1880—the istence manifested by them in reference to his case—cer- 
tainly raise the suspicion that this claim would have been filed 


within the time had it been considered meritorious or sufficiently so to 
warrant its filing. Ifthe physical and mental condition of the claimant 
had been sach as to enable him even to have given his consent, or make 
his mark to his declaration for pension, it undoubtedly would have 
been filed within the time. 

Mr. MATSON. The trouble is that he could not do even that. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Do I understand the chairman of the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions to say that from the time of the development of 
this disease to a pensionable degree he was never thereafter able to 
— declaration for a pension? Do I understand that to be the 


Mr. MATSON. I do not say that. 

Mr. a For on any other state of the case I shall certainly 

— 
. MATSON. I can not say that exactly. The disease had been 
prior to the passage of the arrears law and continued until 
after ion of the law. But whether there was absolutely 
total ility prior to June 16, 1880, or not is another question. 
There is no doubt of the existence of the disease at the time specified. 
The man was so helpless that he could not look at an object for a mo- 
ment without excruciating pain. He was an absolute physical wreck. 
Mr. RANDALL. If I this case aright this soldier was 
under disabilities on the 16th day of June of the year mentioned and for 
tome time such as would give him $72 a month. Now by reason 
of mental he was not able to make his application, and in 
consequence, if the law does not now relieve him, he would be entitled 
to but $50 per month. What we are asked to do here is to take ad- 
vantage of a technicality and deprive that soldier of what he would have 
been entitled to if he had been in the same condition on the said 16th 
dayofJune. I donot think the House or the gentleman from Kentucky 
would wish to do that. 

MoMILLIN. 


- Let me make a suggestion to the gentleman from 


Mr. RANDALL. Certainly. 

Mr. McMILLIN. The state of facts would exist that he designates 
the application had not been filed but acted upon; whereas if 
had been filed and upon in the Department he would not 


i 
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Mr. REED, of Maine. But this, gentlemen, allow me to state, was 
a lawyer of standing, a lawyer of good reputation and influence in his 
profession, and was present here in Washington—— 

Mr. RANDALL. Besides that, we ought not to take the pension of 
a soldier away because of any neglect on the part of his lawyer. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I speak of the man himself as being a law- 
yer. He was present here and knew the law 

Mr. RANDALL. At any rate I do not think that he was a very 
good lawyer at this time. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. But prior to the incurrence of this disabil- 
ity, which happened before the arrears act was passed, it is presumable 
that he would have taken advantage of the act if his mental condition 
was such as to enable him to doso. Is it unfair then in undertaking 
to do justice to him to presume that the claim would have been pros- 
ecuted toa successful conclusion by a man who knew the law if his 
mental capacity had not been impaired? The presumption mast be 
that it would. 

Mr McMILLIN. He could not have known the limits of the law, 
because the $72 rate was given bya law that was in a sense retroactive, 
that is, it was a law passed after a certain number were on the pension- 
rolls, and it did not apply to any except those on the rolls. It did not 
apply to applicants at all. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. By the courtesy of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. TAULBEE], I would like to ask the gentle 
man from Tennessee if it is not a fact that there were many meritorious 
cases awaiting action that were carried over ? 

Mr. McoMILLIN. That is true. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Exactly the same weight at 
taches to those cases that attaches to this case. 

Mr. RANDALL. Whenever they come up we can act upon them. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. What we are called upon to 
dois to guarantee the efficiency of the Pension Bureau against the 
effects of a limitation law. We are to guarantee they shall pass upep 
every case coming within the law. Now Congress fixed a limit. Ido 
not know why it fixed a limit. It had its own reasons at that time. 
And I would like to see that matter very clearly opened up before I ge 
beyond that limit. 

I think it would be unfair to this applicant to deprive him of any- 
thing he would have been, beyond all question, entitled to if he had 
made his application prior to June 16, 1880. But there was no guar- 
antee that he any more than apy of the others that had applied prior 
to that date and did not get $72 a month—there is no guarantee that 
had he been of sound mind he would have got the $72a month. We 
have heard no argument in favor of the proposition that we should take 
up that entire line of applicants who had their cases in the Pension 
Bureau and failed to receive the benefit of early and prompt action on 
the part of the bureau. 

Mr. REED, of Maine, addressed the Chair. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I believe I have the floor. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I think not. I think the Speaker was mis- 
taken in saying so. I had the floor and yielded to the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I desire to make a statement when the gentleman 
from Maine gets through. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
man from Maine. 

Mr. MATSON addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pre tempore. For what purpose does the gentleman 
from Indiana rise? 

Mr. MATSON. I was going te demand the regular order; or I was 
going to suggest, to these gentlemen, as I am satisfied no agreement can 
be arrived at by this discussion, that this bill goover with the previous 
question ordered on it until next Friday. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I think we can settle it to-night. 

Mr. MATSON. Iam afraid not. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I want to say just a word and will then ask 
the House to vote. I do not think there is any disposition to embar- 
rass the matter or to prevent having a fair vote. I want to treat the 
question fairly. 

The argument on the other side is this, and I address myself to it 
just as I find it. As I said to the House before, this peculiarity of the 
pension law was unknown to me when we commenced the discussion, 
and consequently I have answered incorrectly at least one of the ques- 
tions of the gentleman from Kentucky; but of course I answered it as 
I understeod it. 

The objection made to this is the following: It is said that this bil! 
gives to this man the same right that he would have had had his case 
been adjudicated in his favor on June 16, 1886, but that it does not fol- 
low that if he had made an application and been sane—it does not fol- 
low that he would have had his pension case completed by June 16. 
That istrue. But here is a case peculiar initscharacter. It is a case 
unlike any other one that has occurred, and I think it is fair to say un- 
like anything that is likely to occur. 

Here is a man, a lawyer by profession, who knew his righta er would 
have known his rights had he been in proper condition, who would have 
presented his claim under the arrears act, and who would undoubtedly, 





The Chair will recognize the gentle- 
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as every member of the committee knows, by his persistence, by the 
care with which he has attended to this case since he has got partially 
into a condition to attend to it, although very much disabled, who 
would doubtless have prosecuted his case with care and alacrity, being 
here in Washington; and the probabilities are enormous that he would 
have been on the pension-rolls within thirteen months after the time 
the application was made. Now this House is asked to put this man 
in the condition in which he would have been had he been a sound 
man when the arrears-of-pension act passed. 

Those are all the facts in the case. There are no arguments that can 
ever be made on any such case beyond the fair statement of the facts. 
Now is it not a fair thing to put this man on the pension-roll as he was 
on June 16? To me it does seem to be the fair thing. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him on 
question ? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Certainly. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman permit me to inquire how 
long this man was a practicing attorney after he was discharged from 
the Army before he was stricken with this disability? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Up to 1878. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Thirteen years. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Yes. It is asI havesaidand as has been said 
by the chairman of the Committee on Pensions a very remarkable case 
of an injury going along for years and finally culminating after this 
long lapse of time in this very disastrous result. 

In the mean time I suppose that neither Mr. Hopkins nor his people 
had any suspicion that any such thing was coming upon him. Itisa 
peculiar case of the effect of a wound upon the nervous system, but 
there have been a good many such cases. I have personal knowledge 
of a case, ayoung man, a school-mate of mine, who for years filled cer- 
tain public offices, yet to-day, if I can judge from his letters, he is in 
very.much the same condition as this man, the effect in his case result- 
ing from the severing of the sciatic nerve by a ball. 

‘These things do happen, and we may as well recognize them and deal 
with such cases fairly and squarely. Here is a man who was capable 
of earning $5,000 a year, and actually earning it; yet thirteen years 
after receiving this injury he is stricken by a disability which renders 
his talents, his mind, his body entirely useless, so that he requires the 
constant care of an attendant; and the question before the House now 
is upon treating his case fairly. It seems to me that we ought not to 
hesitate in such a case to be even alittle generous. The presumptions 
ought to be in his favor; they certainly ought not to be against him. 
After all, that is just what the case is, a question of presumptions, which 
Congress has a right to pass upon. It seems to me from all the facts of 
the case that the presumptions are in favor of the applicant, and I ask 
the House to pass this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I have the floor, I believe. 
ask for the eg uestion. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I trust the gentleman from Maine will not call 
for the previous question. I wish to make some further observations 
with reference to this bill, and after so much has been said with regard 
to the position I have taken, I think it is due to me that I should be 
permitted to say an additional word. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. You shall have an opportunity. 
desirous of consulting the wishes of the House. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I just want to get at the 
law of this matter. I understand that if the application was filed be- 
fore the 16th of June but not acted on until the 30th, the man would 
draw a pension of $50 a month; but that if it was acted on prior to the 
16th of June he would draw a pension of $72 a month. 

Mr. BAYNE. That is right. 

R Mr. REED, of Maine. That is the law as it has been developed 
ere. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Now, you pro to grant this man 
his pension at the rate of $72 a month because he was not in a condi- 
tion to make his application in time. I merely want to suggest this 
proposition: If he ought to have this pension because he was not in 
condition to file his ——— in time, would it not be proper for us 
to go back and raise the pensions of men who did file their applications 
but never had them acted upon? Would not that be an act of justice 
to those men? 

Mr. REED, of Maine. There might be some cases where that ought 
to be done, and there might be cases where it ought not to be done. 
Each case would di on its own merits. I yield now to the gen- 
tleman from K (Mr. TAULBEE]. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Mr. Speaker, before I 
been said by the gentleman from Maine [ 
myself right before the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. RANDALL]. 
He seems to have understood me to take the position that this - 


by reason of insanity. Now, I have made no ; 
I have taken no such position; nor have I said anything that could be 
reasonably construed as 


meaning 
which provided for the pa: t of arrears of also that 
in any case where mental nee aided 





I was about to 
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ant incapable of making his application and filing it in the Pengj,, 
Office prior to June 30, 1880, he should not, in consequence of his . 
tal disability, be deprived of the benefit of that law. 





men- 


Mr. MATSON. The gentleman states that matter a little jyaco,. 
rately. The language of the statute is ‘‘insane persons.’ It does ».; 
apply to mental in ity. , 

Mr. TAULBEE. Iaccept the gentleman’s correction. Bat the wor, 


‘‘insane’’ is the word used by the gentleman from Pennsylvaniy 

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of that law—and such, I understand, js ¢)), 
construction placed upon it by the Department—was that where apy, 
mental disability existed rendering the party incapable of filing })j; 
application, the benefit of arrears should extend to him. This is not , 
case of thatkind. If it were, there would be no necessity of this speci) 
bill, because the law as it now stands upon the statute-book would 
extend the benefit of arrears to this claimant, even though his appli- 
cation had not been filed until to-day. I am contending for no 4.) 


} 
ul 


principle. I am not, upon any such argument, asking that this )jj| 
shall not pass. I do not stand upon that ground, and need not stang 
upon it. 


In reference to the rerating proposed in this bill, each member of the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions who is now present wili bear witness— 
and I know I do not betray any confidence of the committee by this 
statement—that when the attorney for this claimant appeared before 
the committee I put to him the question whether or not this bill was 
intended to rerate this pension, and his statement was that it was noi 
so intended. The bill passed the committee with the understanding iy 
my mind that it was not to increase the rate of this pension trom $50 
to $72 per month. I do not attribute any bad faith to this claimant 
I know nothing about him except as I have learned his history in the 

of this case. 

Mr. MATSON. My friend from Kentucky will permit me to say 
that the gentlemen who appeared before the committee in this case 
were not the ‘‘attorneys’’ of this man. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I understand that; I withdraw the remark. 

Mr. MATSON. They were ex-confederate soldiers, both of thei. 

Mr. TAULBEE. They were attorneys and citizens of Washington, 
friends of this pension bill, and they appeared before our committee 
to advocate its passage. But that matter does not affect the state ot 
the case. 

In the first place, I take the ground that there is nothing in the rev. 
ord of this case—and I accord to the testimony the very highest creilit— 
that should lead a fair mind to conclude that this claimant could not 
have made his application after the dévelopment of his disability to a 
pensionable degree in time to avail himself of the benefit not only 0! 
the arrears but of the increase of rate from $50 to $72 per month. And 
I can see no good reason why this case should be placed on a differen‘ 
footing from many hundreds of cases where claimants were not .c- 
quainted with the law—lived in rural parts of the country, away from 
county towns, did not know their rights—and by reason of this iguo- 
rance were deprived of the benefit of the law. Upon this ground | say 
the bill ought not to ; and in any event the amendment which | 
have presented ought to be adopted. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether in my brie! 
statement of what I believed to be the point at issue in this case | 
misstated the argument of the gentleman from Kentucky or not. | 
now understand him to say he did not argue in that direction; yet his 
amendment would have the effect of reducing the amount intended to 
be given this pensioner from $72 to $50 per month. 

I care not whether the terms of the law refer to ‘‘ insane persons’ or 
‘persons mentally disabled.’’ The result is thesame. I desire by the 
enactment of this bill to so modify the existing law that this claimant 
shall not suffer by reason of any failure to make application between 
the 16th and the 30th of June of the year stated. The effect of the 
amendment of the from Kentucky would be to make him 
suffer; and that I desire to avoid. I had nointention of misstating in 
the least degree the position of the gentleman from Kentucky. | (0 
not care whether his argument was in that direction or whether he res's 
upon the of the law. 

Mr. B. RIDGE, of Arkansas. Can the gentleman from Penu- 
sylvania state how many cases were on file in the Pension Bureau 1.0" 
to June 16 which were not acted upon? 

Mr. RANDALL. Of course I can not state the number with any a- 
curacy. I guess at it. But I want every case of this character 
to stand its own merits. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Exactly. 

Mr. RANDALL. As each case comes up let us decide it. E 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. are the merits of this 
ease? In this instance we propose to give effect to the assumption tliat 

made in season, would have been favorably acted 
upon. I believe in putting ——— he could have 
put himself if he had been of mind. - 
Mr. RANDALL. We still to leave to the Commissioner the 
to determine the extent of the disability. 2 f 
Mr. ee Arkansas. Thatisanotherquestion. \ow, 


intelligence here ar, have 
Laranthbe tp dituies teemeiiieradindn ah the tension ureau, If we as- 
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sume this for the most favorably situated and the most efficient we | 


should have very poor ground, as a matter of justice, for not assuming 
it in behalf of those not so able and who were more remote from the 
point of action than this applicant was. Now, to what extent this 
opens up legislation we are not told. The gentleman from Tennessee, 
who is quite conversant with this business, states that he thinks a large 
number of cases which were on file were not acted on. In that view I 
think it would be dangerons to give effect to an assumption that this 
ease would have been acted on. 

Mr. BAYNE. There could not have been many of those cases. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I call the previous question. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I desire to inquire whether my amendment wil! 
be voted upon. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I so understand; I have admitted it. 

The SPEAKER protempore. If the previous question be ordered, the 
first question will be upon the amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. TAULBEE]. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I wish the amendment to be understood before it 
is voted on. My motion proposes to strike out that part of the bill 
relating to rerating, and the date, June 16, 1880. If the Clerk will 
read the bill I will indicate the amendment. 

The Clerk again read the bill. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I move to strike out that part of the bill which 
relates to June 16, 1880, and in lieu thereof to insert ‘‘ June 30, 1880.”’ 

The previous question was ordered. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 8, noes 23. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

The question recurred on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I demand a division. 

The House divided; and there were ayes 26. 

Mr. TAULBEE. No further count is asked for. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. MATSON moved to reconsider the several votes just taken; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MARGARET D. MARCHAND. 


The next business reported from the Committee of the Whole House 
was the bill (S. 226) granting a pension to Margaret D. Marchand. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I understand every one of these bills 
has been passed, with three exceptions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Only three more bills remain to be 
acted on. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I merely wish to say this, Mr. Speaker: 
I made objection here because I believe the principle involved is wrong. 
Iam not going to make a speech, but I believe it to be injustice to the 
persons who are now needing pensions and not able to get them. I 
believe it to be an injustice to thousands in this country asking to 
be pensioned and who can not get pensions, because we are told it is 
piling g up the aggregate of pensions. When these men knock at our 
door ask for pensions that aggregate is flung in their faces. That 
aggregate is brought up, and it is said we have such an aggregate of 
pensions, amounting to millions of dollars, we can not afford to grant 
any more. I have been asked to withdraw my objections, and as I 
do not wish to stand in the way as an obstruction, I am willing to do 
so. I wish tosay, however, this much before doing so, that every man 
who votes for this class of pensions is doing injustice to the poor men 
and women who are unable to get their pensions. I withdraw my ob- 
jection at the request of gentlemen here. 

The bill was ordered toa third reading; and it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. : 


BILLS PASSED. 


Billsof the following titles, reported favorably from the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, were severally taken up and 
ordered to a third reading; and they were accordingly read the third 
time, and 


Kean, of Marion, Linn County, Iowa; and 
A bill (S. 2223) granting a pension to Elizabeth 8. De Krafft. 
Mr. MATSON moved to reconsider the several votes by which the 


bills were passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. WHEELER. Gentlemen kindly consented to allow me to sub- 
mit some remarks this evening, but as the hour is late I am unwilling 


todetain gentlemen, and therefore ask the same permission be extended 
to me for next Friday evening. 


Mr, gman “After the regular pension business has been dis- 

Mr. TAULBEE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 50 
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 
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A bill (8. 973) granting an increase of pet. 3ion to Mrs. Sarah P. Mc- | 





} : 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
| under the rule, and referred as follows: 
| By Mr. BENNETT: Petition of colored citizens of Mecklenburgh 


| County, North Carolina, in reference to migration to Africa—to the 
| Committee on Appropriations. 
By Mr. BUNNELL: Petition of citizens of Franklin, Bradford 


County, Pennsylvania, praying for a law to prevent adulteration and 
counterfeiting of food products, especially butte: 
on Agriculture. 

By Mr. J. M. CAMPBELL: Petition of Grange No. 619, of Pennsyl- 
vania, asking such legislation as will suppress the manufacture and 
sale of all imitation dairy products —to the same committee. 

By Mr. CANDLER: Petition of Susan Davis, of Lumpkin County; 
and of Jane A. Head, daughter of Elizabeth Baugh, deceased, of Gwin- 
nett County, Georgia, asking that their war claims be referred to the 
Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Elizabeth Baugh, of Gwinnett 
County, and of Susan Davis, of Lumpkin County, Georgia—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. CUTCHEON: Petition of physicians of Saulte Ste. Marie, 
Mich., asking increased compensation for hospital stewards, United 
States Army—to the Committee on Military A ffairs. 

Also, petition of hospital stewards, United States Army, for same— 
to the same committee. 

Also, petition of James J. Ayers, and others, citizens of Austin, Mich., 
asking for pension legislation recommended by Grand Army of the Re- 
public—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DIBBLE: Papers relating to the claim of Rudolph Labriger— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Memorial of the Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation of New York, urging the issuance of one and two dollar 
notes—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, memorial of the Produce Exchange of Denver, Colo., against 
taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of John E. Carr and 18 others, citizens of 
New Hampshire, and of Newton Bell and 12 others, citizens of Saint 
Albans, Vt., for a tax on oleomargarine—to the same committee. 

By Mr. T. D. JOHNSTON: Petition of colored citizens of Bun- 
combe County, North Carolina, asking to be sent to Liberia—to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. LORE: Petition of E. Y. Richardson and 46 others, citizens 
of Laurel, Del., for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Com- 
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. LYMAN: Papers and proofs to accompany House bill 9004, for 
the relief of Caroline P. Bolton—to the Committte on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. MATSON: Petition of Thomas A. Prewitt and 40 others, cit- 
izens of Hendricks County, Indiana, asking that a special act be passed 
granting a pension to Anna Grave—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MCMILLIN: Papers relating to the claim of Greenberry Will- 
iams, of Sumner County, Tennessee—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. O’FERRALL: Papers relating to the claims of Morgan Lay- 
ton, of Emanuel M. Hoover, of Curtis Yates, of Joseph Click, of Sol- 
omon Beery, of Samuel H. Wampler, and of William K. Abbott, of 
Rockingham County; of Sarah Ambrose, of Samuel Fetzer, of Harrison 
Fauber, of Samuel Roller, and of John T. Hottel, of Shenandoah County; 
of Harriet Walter, of Thomas W. Russell, and of John Sams, of. Vir- 
ginia—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CHARLES O’NEILL: Petition of the Board of Trade of 
Philadelphia favoring the enlargement of the powers of the National 
Board of Health—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. PERRY: Petition of James L. Roane, of Richland County, 
South Carolina, asking that his war claim be reterred to the Court of 
Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of James L. Roane, of 
County, South Carolina—to the same committee. 

3y Mr. SENEY: Protest of Pittsburgh Grain and Flour Exchange, 
of Denver Produce Exchange, and of Atchison Board of Trade, against 
taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also papersof John H. Beall, for taxing oleomargarine—to the same 
committee. 

Also, paper of J. Twing Brooks, favoring the amendmentof section 
5258 of the Revised Statutes—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. STAHLNECKER: Petition of the New England Shoe and 
Leather Association for the issuance of one and two dollar bills—to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. STRAIT: Resolutions of the Chamber of Comgnerce of Saint 
Paul, Minn., protesting against the building of low bridges across the 
Mississippi River below the mouth of the Missouri River—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WAKEFIELD: Petition of 105 citizens of Martin County, 
of 17 citizens of Watonwan County, and of 88 citizens of Blue Earth 
County, Minnesota, asking for action of Congress to determine the 
true condition of certain lands in that State alleged to have been im- 
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properly certified by the Interior Department to the Saint Paul and 
Sioux City and the “outbern Minnesota Railroad Companies—to the 
Committee on the Pablic Lands. 

Also, resolution of the Saint Paul Chamber of Commerce condemn- 
ing low bridges across the Mississippi River below the mouth of the 
Missouri River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIS: Petition of citizens of Alabama for the passage of 
the educational bill—to the Committee on Education. 

The following petition, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 
manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, was presented, and referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture: 

By Mr. BARBOUR: Petition of certain citizens of Alexandria and 
Fairfax Counties, Virginia. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, May 29, 1886. 


The House metat11o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 

H. Minburn, D. D. 

' ‘The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
CONSULAR REPORTS.’ 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from the 
President of the United States; which was read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 

To the House of Representatives: 


I transmit herewith a report of the Secre of State, accompanying the re- 
port of consuls of the United States, on the trade and commerce of foreign coun- 


tries, 
7 GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXecuTive Mansion, May 28, 1886. 
The SPEAKER. Unless ordered by the House the Chair will not 
direct the :eports themselves to be printed at present. 


STATUE OF LIBERTY ENLIGHTENING THE WORLD. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, with inclosures, an estimate 
from the Secretary of State of the expense of inaugurating the statue of 
‘Liberty Enlightening the World;’’ which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH D. RIDDLE. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter from the Attorney-Gen- 
eral inclosing the account of Joseph D. Riddle, with accompanying 
papers, for legal services for defending persons under appointment by 
the United States circuit judge of the district of California; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


LAWS OF DAKOTA TERRITORY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 5888) to 
legalize and validate the general laws of the Territory of Dakota for 
the incorporation of insurance companies, and to authorize and em- 
power the Legislative Assembly of said Territory to pass such general 
laws; returned from the Senate with amendments. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In the absence of the chairman of the Committee 
on the Territories, I move that the House non-concur in the Senate 
amendments and agree to the request for a committee of conference. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection that order will be made. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will appoint the managers on the part 
of the House during the day. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Brown, of Pennsylvania, indefinitely, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. Matson, for five days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. MORRILL, for one week, on account of important business. 

To Mr. JAmess, for three days. 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE. 


8 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that Senate 
bill No. 1532, to te interstate eommerce, now on the Calendar of 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, havi 
been re back from the Committee on Commerce, be i 
ial order when the House bill to regulate interstate 
commerce shall be called up. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The request of the gentleman is that the Senate 
bill he also included in that order? 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DUNHAM. What is that bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is the bill (S. 1532) to regulate commerce. 
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Mr. DUNHAM. But it is not upon the same Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. No; because the Senate bill proposes a com), \, 
and is on the Calendar of the Committee of the Whole on the tai, 
the Union; but the fact that they are on different Calendars 1,2) 


difference. : 
Mr. DUNHAM. We have not both of those bills here, as | 

stand it. 
The SPEAKER. They are here. 
Mr. DUNHAM. I shall have to object for the present at lex; 


Some time subsequently, 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Illinois sup)... 
the Senate bill was not on the Calendar. I have explained to hi ;),. 
situation, and that the object was to consider it with the House | 
to which I understand he is willing to withdraw his objection 

Mr. DUNHAM. I shall withdray the objection. 

The SPEAKER. Without further objection the order reques:, 
the gentleman from Texas will be made. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HATCH. I demand the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees : 
ports. 


MAILING OF OBSCENE MATTER. 


Mr. MERRIMAN, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, reported back with a favorable recommendation the bil! (11. }:. 
7544) to amend section 3893 of the Revised Statutes of the United State, 
relative to the transmission of obscene matter through the mails; whi:); 
was referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying : 
port, ordered to be printed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


On motion of Mr. SPRINGER, the Committee on Claims was dis. 
charged from the further consideration of the bill (S. 290) for the re- 
lief of Davidson Dickson and others; and the same was referred to the 
Committee on War Claims. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into Committ 
of the Whole for the further consideration of bills raising revenue 

Mr. WELLBORN. Mr. Speaker, to-day was set apart for the co: 
sideration of bills reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs, but 
of course it is impossible to get to-day for that p I ask unani- 
mous consent therefore that so much of the order setting apart to-day 
for the consideration of such business be continued over and apply to 
June 15. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. If objection is made to continuing 
that order until the date fixed, is not the Committee on Indian A ffairs 
entitled to a date hereafter anyhow? 

TheSPEAKER. TheChairthinksnot. Thisday wasspecifical!y set 
apart, and no other day, for the business reported from that committee 

Mr. BLOUNT. I would like to know what business is to be called 
up and what restrictions are made as to other orders? 

Mr. HOLMAN. The reservation of other business should certain!y 
be made before the order is made. 

Mr. WELLBORN. Of course the same order will prevail which ex- 


cepts ion and revenue bills, reports from the Committee on 
Public and prior orders. 
The SPE R. Without objection the order requested by the 


gentleman from Texas will be made. 
There was no objection. 
The motion of Mr. HATCH was then agreed to. 


OLEOMARGARINE. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
the state of the Union, Mr. Sprineer in the chair, and resume: 
Sep e taieeben sgh eiepteting hn samuntictem;erte; importation, = 
@ tax man re, sale, importation, anc 
= of oleomargarine. 

CHAIRMAN. The committee when it rose yesterday ha 
reached the eighth section. The Clerk will report the pending ameu‘- 
ment, offered by the from Illinois [Mr. TowNsHEND }. 

The Clerk read as : 
In line 3, strike out the word “‘ten”’ and insert the word “two ;”’ sothatitw: 


“That upon oleomargarine which shall be manufactured and sold, or remove‘! 
for consumption or use, there shall be assessed and collected a tax of 2 cents per 


Mr. HATCH. I move to strike out the last word for the purpos: 
of making a statement in reply to the statement made by the gentle 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Curtin], who I regret is not in his seat, 
that have been read from the Clerk’s desk. 
Chicagoand Milwaukee. I ask that 
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1886. 


— 





I desire to state that no person whatever is authorized to speak for this organi- 
zation, either in the affirmative or negative, upon the question of the regulation 
of the sale of oleomargarine now pending before Congress. Please bring this | 
to the attention of the proper committces. | 
T. V. POWDERLY, | 


G. M. W., K. of L. 
Hon. Joun G. CARLISLE, " 


Speaker of House Reps., W. 


[ Applause. ] : 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I have been requested by several gentle- 
men to state authoritatively the construction placed by the Committee 
on Agriculture on the effect of the second section of this bill, which I will 
read. p 

Mr. PARKER. I desire tocall the attention of the House to the im- 
portance of the statement now being made by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair requests the committee to be in order. | 

Mr. HATCH. The second section reads as follows: 

Sec. 2. That for the purposes of this act certain manufactured substances, cer- 
tain extracts, and certain mixtures and compounds, including such mixtures and 
compounds with butter, shall be known and designated as “ oleomargarine,”’ 
namely: All substances heretofore known as oleomargarine, oleo, oleomarga- 
rine oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and neutral; all mixtures and compounds of 
oleomargarine, oleo, oleomargarine oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and neutral: 
all lard extracts and tallow extracts; and all mixtures and compounds of tallow, 
beef fat, suet, lard, a oil, vegetable oil, annotto, and other coloring matter, in- 


testinal and in imitation or semblance of butter, or calculated or 
intended to be used as butter or for butter. 


I want to state that the two lines I have emphasized in reading, the 

last two lines of this section, apply to and interpret each and every sin- 
gie word in the section that I have read. I did not suppose there was 
a misap existing on the part of any gentleman in this House 
as to the proper interpretation of this section. If gentlemen had been 
present at the evening session when members of the committee fully 
explained this bill there would have been no question about it. Ac- 
cording to the interpretation of that section, as interpreted not only by 
the Committee on Agriculture but by the Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue, who submitted it to the law officer of that Department, who has 
revised every single word and comma in it, it means this, and nothing 
but this, that the mixture of any two or more of these compounds into 
a sabstance to be colored and flavored and packed and sold as butter 
is to be taxed under this bill 10 cents a pound; but if lard and cotton- 
seed oil are mixed together, if lard and tallow and cotton-seed oil are 
mixed together, if any other two or more of these substances are mixed, 
placed on the market, and sold for what they are, in good faith and in 
fact, and not colored and flavored as an imitation and fraud upon but- 
ter, they are not liable to the tax under this section, and no reasonable 
me of that kind can be placed on that section or the bill as an 
entirety. 

Mr. BLOUNT. May I ask the gentleman from Missouri a question? 

Mr. HATCH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Why not insert a proviso to make it clear that that 
is the construction? The House has aright to criticise the language of 
the bill as well as the law officers of the Department. The gentleman 
would avoid all trouble by inserting a proviso giving the construction 
which he indicates. 

Mr. HATCH. I will say to the gentleman from Georgia there is no 
proviso that can be added to that section that will make it any plainer 
to the law officers of the Government who will have to execute the law 
than as it stands in the bill. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me to say this: Suppose 
his opinion is correct, but the House should differ with him, is it not 
better to make it clearer to other gentlemen who do not see it so plainly 
ashe does? 

Mr. HATCH. I appreciate the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Georgia, but I will say to him that such products are sold upon the 
market now every day, and it is known to every commercial man in 
the United States and to every produce ex in the United States 

handles lard at all, that more than 75 per cent. of the hog’s lard 
upon the market and sold as lard is adulterated with cotton- 
and cheaper fats. 
- Cotton-seed oil is the best lard. 
TCH. That is the opinion of the gentleman from Arkansas, 


Roe 
sectly 


AE 
2, 


can have it and mix it in any quantities he chooses to suit 


ND. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 
The gentleman will state it. 
. What is the pending motion ? 
. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HATCH] has 
strike out the last word. 
was 


Ee 
we FR 


Brie?! 


i 


a 


» not in the Hall when that motion was 


I moved to strike out the last word merely to give 
to make this statement. 
Mr. the gentleman from Missouri yield to me fora 
question? . 


Mr. HATCH. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LONG. I notice that the language 
tended to be used as butter or for butter.”’ 


F 


of the section is, ‘‘or in- 
My question #s whether 
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it is not desirable to strike out the words “‘or for butter.’’ To be 
used ‘‘for butter’’ would imply to be used instead of butter, which I 
do not think is the meaning of the gentleman. 


Mr. HATCH. Thegentleman from Massachusetts will note the fact 

that the expression is used in connection with the language *‘ made in 
| imitation or semblance of butter.’’ The language i 

Made in imitation or semblance of butter, or calculated uded to be used 
as butter or for butter. 

Let me say further to the gentleman that in the construction of that 
sentence the language of the laws of more than adozen States and the 
decisions of the higher courts of the State of New York, as far as they 
have interpreted the New York State law on this subject, have all been 
thoroughly discussed and considered by the Committee on Agriculture, 
and the language here used is language that has already been passed 
upon by the highest State tribunals in the land. 

Mr. LONG. But when you say that this is to be taxed if used 


butter, that means when it is used instead of butter. 

Mr. HATCH. I willsay further to the gentleman that the testimony 
before our committee establishes beyond any sort of controversy the fact 
that if these gentlemen are honest, if they simply mean to manufacture 
a wholesome food product, all they have to do is to strip it of the fraud- 
ulent disguise which it now wears and under which they attempt to 
palm it off on people for butter. 

Mr. LONG. The bill makes this article oleomargarine subject to a 
tax in two cases: first, if it is used ‘‘as’’ butter; second, if it is used 
**for’’ butter. 

Mr. MILLS. In other words, the gentleman proposes to make the raw 
material free, but to tax the finished product. Itis simply carrying out 
in this case the general theory of my friend from New York [Mr. Hew- 
ITT]. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Agriculture whether, in order to remove all doubt upon 
the subject, he will not consent to an amendment to the second section 
of the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. 
HATCH] has expired. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] to renew the formal amendment 

Mr. REAGAN. I renew the amendment. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I propose to go back, by unanimous consent, to 
the second section, and add a proviso to the effect that it is not designed 
by this bill to tax oleomargarine orany of these other products enumer- 
ated in the bill when they are marked as such. Wil! the chairman 
of the committee consent to that ? 

Mr. HATCH. (If the gentleman will frame his proviso in writing 
and submit it to me I will take it into consideration and lay it before 
the committee. The gentleman knows that having passed the second 
section we can not return to it unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. REAGAN. I know that; but if the committee mean to be fair, 
and mean the House to understand what they do by this bill, all they 
have to do is to agree to such an amendment. 

Mr. HATCH. If the gentleman will reduce his proviso to writing 
we will take it into consideration. Of courseI can not gather its effect 
with any accuracy from a mere statement here in this colloquy. 

Mr. REAGAN. Ido not undertake to give the language of the pro- 
viso. Isimply suggest that a proviso be added to the second section to 
the effect that it is not intended by this bill to tax oleomargarine when 
it is sold as what it is not—that is, as ‘‘butter.”’ 

Mr. HATCH. ‘‘Taxoleomargarine’’—‘‘oleomargarine”’ isnow man- 
ufactured and sold in imitation of butter, and one of the objects of this 
bill is to define what that article is and to tax it. 

Mr. REAGAN. Butif the gentleman desires to make the meaning 
of the bill plain he sees very well that he can make it plain in the way 
I have su ed. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, if I understand the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. HAtcH] correctly, he is not willing that any change shall 
be made in the bill. 

Several members addressed thé Chair. 

Mr. HENDERSON, ofIowa. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. 
The confusion is so great that it is impossible for us to make progress. 
No one seems to understand who is entitled to the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House will bein order. 

Mr.REAGAN. Thetime that was allowed tome I turn over to the 
chairman of the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. McCREARY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Mis@suri [Mr. HATCH] a question. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I move tostrikeoutthe last word. I, 
for one, thank the Committee on Agriculture for the new light which 
they have imparted to the House this morning in regard to this bill, 
for it certainly isin direct conflict with and contradiction of the argu- 
ments that have heretofore been made by the advocates of the bill. I 
assume, Mr. Chairman, that the advocates of this bill are pressing its 

in good faith, and I trust that the gentlemen who favor it will 
concede the same good faith to those who oppose this measure upon 
what they believe to be grounds of public policy and constitutional in- 
hibition. 

Assuming, sir, that this bill is not intended to blot out any whole- 
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some article of food, assuming the fact, which can not be successfully 
contraverted, that the article known as oleomargarine when made prop- 
erly is a wholesome, cheap article of food which should not be taxed 
out of existence, I am not here to advocate or excuse the perpetration 
of a frand by the manufacturers of oleomargarine or by the manufact- 
urers of any other product in this country, and I had prepared, before 
thechairman of the Committee on Agriculture took the floor, an amend- 
ment which I think will meet the view expressed by him. ‘The amend- 
ment protects the honest manufacturer and dealer in oleomargarine, 
which the chairman does not intend to reach under this bill. It is in 
the line of the admission that the gentleman has just made, only that 
it goes further against the manufacturersof oleomargarine than he claims 
that he contends for. 

I will now read the proviso for the information of the committee, and 
give notice that at the proper time I shall offer it, either at the conclu- 
sion of the eighth section or at the conclusion of the bill. I read: 


Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to apply tothe manu- 
facture, sale, or offer for sale of any substance known as oleomargarine, which 
shall be shown, before the same is sold or offered for sale, to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, under such rules and regulations as he 
may adopt, to be wholesome as an article of food and what it purports to be, as 
shown by the marks and brands thereon. 

And further, that the constituent elements thereof, separately and combined, 
are in no way deleterious to health: And provided further, That said substance 
known as oleomargarine shall be put in packages marked and branded as pro- 
vided in this act. Any manufacturer, wholesale or retail dealer, or other person 
who shall knowingly manufacture, sell, or offer for sale any such substance as 
oleomargarine for butter, or as butter, or without the same being put in packages 
plainly marked and branded as in this act provided, shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than $100 nor more than $5,000, or by imprisonment not exceeding five 
years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

Now, gentlemen, if it is the purpose to protect a wholesome article 
of food which is branded and marked—if it is the purpose not to crush 
out an industry which is proper and honest (and I shall not accuse any 
gentleman of bad faith in this matter), then it seems to me that this pro- 
vision affords full protection. It protects the manufacturer, the whole- 
sale and the retail dealer, who sells the marked article for just what it 
purports to be; it requires that the article shall thus be sold; and fur- 
ther, the burden of proof is thrown upon the manufacturer or dealer to 
show that the article as a compound, as well as every constituent ele- 
ment entering into its composition, is healthful; that there is nothing 
contained in the article which can be injurious to the health of the con- 
sumer. It is an absolute protection against fraud either in the manu- 
facture or sale of oleomargarine. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Mr. Chairman, upon hearing the explanation 
of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HATCH], but before I had re-ex- 
amined the bill, I was tempted to withdraw my amendment; but on 
examination of the eighth section I find that the construction of the 
gentleman from Missouri is not correct. The second section declares— 


That for the purposes of this act certain manufactured substances, certain ex- 
tracts, and certain mixtures and compounds, including such mixtures. and com- 
pounds with butter, shall be known and designated as “ oleomargarine.”’ 

The eighth section declares— 

That upon oleomargarine which shall be manufactured and sold, or removed 
for consumption or use, there shall be assessed and collected a tax of 10 cents 
per pound, to be paid by the manufacturer thereof. 

Now the eighth section does not declare that only the imitation ar- 
ticle shall be taxed 10 cents, but it declares expressly that all oleomar- 
garine shall be so taxed. 

Mr. CANNON, My colleague will allow me to say that the second 
section is the dictionary section, defining what shall be considered oleo- 
margarine under this act; and when throughout the bill eleomargarine 
is mentioned, the reference is to oleomargarine as defined in the second 
section. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I am afraid that the construction placed on 
this bill by my colleague [Mr. CANNON] is not correct. Oleomarga- 
rine is a well-known article; its definition is understoed. It is an ar- 
ticle composed of certain ingredients. The name is common and well 
understood. Now, I have an apprehension that under the eighth sec- 
tion of this bill the courts will hold that no oleomargarine can be man- 
ufactured and sold without paying a tax of 10 cents, although it may 
ve sold under its true name and with full knowledge by the purchaser 
of its true character. For this reason I think the section should be 
amended by the addition of some such proviso as has been indicated by 
the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. HENLEY. To obviate the gentleman’s objection the eighth 
section could be amended by inserting the words ‘‘oleom@rgarine as 
detined by the second section of this act.’ 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Perhaps some such amendment as that might 
reach the difficulty. 

Mr. HENLEY. Three or four words would do it. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I only make the point that unless there be 
some amendment of this character confusion may result, and perhaps 
all oleomargarine will be taxed. 

But, Mr. Chairman, even if this amendment be adopted, I still main- 
tain there is no need for so large a tax as 10 cents per pound; we should 
content ourselves with imposing a tax of 2 cents per pound; and there- 
fore I shall insist on my amendment. 
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The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection the Chair will conside; 
the formal amendment as withdrawn. . 

Mr. PRICE. I move to amend by striking out the last word. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Mississippi. I desire the Chair to take notice th»; 
when the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Price] gets through I wis) 
to be heard in opposition to striking out the last word. [Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will take notice of the gentleman’ 
announcement. 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, I desired last evening to take the floop 


8 


to answer the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BUTTERWORTH]. That gen- 
tleman said: 
It has been proclaimed by those who speak for the agricultural interests o¢ 


the country—and I represent this with other interests—that all that is desired 
in this matter is such a law as will place the manufacture of oleomargarine sep- 
arate and apart from the manufacture of butter, &c. 


Now, there is not a man on this floor who does not know that a tax of 2 cents 
is ample and more than ample to bring about that result, &e. 
Now, we on this side are for protecting American industries against every 


kind of foreign competition. 


And yet the gentleman pleads the cause of less than five hundred 
men who must be convicted of counterfeiting a staple article of pro- 
duction, of commerce, and of consumption before this bill can touch 
them, and pleads against the interests of four or five million of the 
farmers of our country. 

He pleads against the collection of sixteen or eighteen millions of 
revenue to be derived from a business that can well afford to pay it, and 
still enter the lists and maintain itself as the producer of regular butter, 

The ** ter of free trade may stalk in every town and village in 
thiscountry within five years,’’ butit will haunt the bedside of those who 
would justify ‘‘free trade’’ in counterfeit money or butter rather than 
the slumbers of those who would place under the ban of the law a sham, 
a cheat, and a false pretense. 

When the specter comes, if it does come, we, who would shield the 
consumer and producer of a healthy article of food, can say: 

Thou canst not say I did it: never shake 
Thy gory locks at me. 

Mr. McCREARY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment 
to the eighth section, now under consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair understands the gentleman from Wis- 
consin to withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Mississippi. Mr. Chairman, there have been a half 
dozen speeches made here in favor of striking out the last word, and I 
have never yet heard one in opposition to that motion; now, I want to 
be heard on that. teint . 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has ized the gentleman from 
Kentucky, and the Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend lines 1 and 2 of section 8 so as to read: 

“That upon oleomargarine which shall be manufactured or sold as butter 
there shall be assessed and collected a tax.” 

Mr. McCREARY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to support this bill if it be 
amended jin proper way. As I understand the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, he does not desire to impose this tax except 
upon oleomargarine when sold as butter; and the purport and mean- 
ing of my amendment is to impose the tax of 10 cents per pound, as 
provided in the bill, upon oleomargarine which shall be manufactured 
and sold as butter. 

Now, sir, all legislative power, as I understand it, under the Consti- 
tution is vested in Congress; and it is fair and just to the Committee 
on Agriculture to assume that when they report a bill they desire to 
benefit this country in someshapeor manner. This bill proposes, first, 
to raise revenue, Its object seems to me, in its present form at least, 
to tax an industry out of existence. As I understand it, 200,000,000 
pounds of oleomargarine were manufactured last year. If you impose 
a tax of 10 cents per pound upon oleomargarine it does make a big rev- 
enue, amounting, say, to some $20,000,000. Now, it has been shown 
here, and I will not go into the figures, that at present there is no ne- 
cessity for increasing the revenue tax; that, in fact, we had last year 
nearly $50,000,000 of surplus. 

If there be no necessity for increasing the revenue tax why pass 4 
bill for that purpose ? 

I call attention to the next point in the brief time that I have; that 
is, whether we can afford to tax an industry out of existence. The 
manufacture of oleomargarine has become a great industry in this coun- 
try. It has been shown here, and it can be proven, that the ingredi- 
ents of oleomargarine, where it is an honest product, are health{u!, and 
that, in fact, nearly all of them are used upon the tables of many ©! 
our best people. It can also be shown that oleomargarine has been to 
a certain extent a benefit to the a for it has reduced the price o! 
that kind of food. It is also a t to those who raise cattle and 
hogs, for cattle and hogs are used in the ufacture of oleomargarine; 
and furthermore, Mr. Chairman, it is the duty of this Congress to eo- 
courage, as far as possible, all healthfal and industries; and | 

rotest against anything thatseeks to strike down any leading indust' 

n this country. The of the Committee on Agriculture says 
he does not desire to impose a tax except upon oleomargarine whe 
manufactured and sold as butter. 
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If that is his meaning it ought to be made clear in the bill, and the 
eighth section, now under consideration, is the proper section in which 
to incorporate such an amendment. I offer the amendment, that we 
may put it in the bill so as not to permit a construction to be given to 
the bill which will not be warranted hereafter. Ata future time it may 
be that the courts of this country will not construe the bill as the gen- 
tleman who is now the chairman of the Committee on Agriculture does; 
and in order that its purpose and effect may be clearly understood we 
ought to perfect it now. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HATCH. I desire to say to the gentleman from Kentucky that 
my statement was plain and frank and intended in good faith to the 
House, and that I do not desire him to put any construction upon what 
I said as favoring this amendment to the eighth section if it is not cov- 
ered by the language of my own. 

Now, sir, to place the Committee on Agriculture properly before the 
Committee of the Whole I ask unanimous consent that in line 12 of the 
second section of the bill there may be added after the word ‘‘or,”’ 
where it occurs before the word ‘‘calculated,’’ the words ‘‘so made;”’ 
and in line 13 strike out the word ‘‘used’’ and insert the word ‘‘sold;’’ 
so as to read: 

Made in imitation or semblance of butter, or, when so made, calculated or in- 
tended to be sold as butter or for butter. 

Mr. McCREARY. Ido not see sny material difference between that 
amendment and my own. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. DoI understand the chairman 
of the committee to state then that if it is made as oleomargarine and 
sold as oleomargarine, not as butter, it will not come within the opera- 
tion of this restriction ? 

Mr. HATCH. I think the language I have used is perfectly plain 
and intelligible. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
better restate it. 

Mr. HATCH. I stated plainly and distinctly that the mere brand- 
ing it as ‘‘oleomargarine’’ or ‘‘butterine’’ would not take it out of 
the operation of the law; but if manufactured out of tallow and lard or 
tallow and cotton-seed oil, or all three, making a mixture of tallow, 
lard, and cotton-seed oil, it is not within the provisions of the bill. But 
whenever they use the fraudulent stamp of ‘‘oleomargarine’’ upon the 
package that is made in imitation of butter, and intended to be sold as 
butter, it does come within the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentieman from Missouri allow me a ques- 
tion right there? 

Mr. HATCH. With pleasure. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Suppose the product is made up of these various ele- 
ments, lard, tallow, &c., as the gentleman has described, and it is so 
branded, but has coloring matter making it similar to butter, is it then 
taxable? 

Mr. HATCH. With coloring matter similar to butter? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HATCH. Unquestionably. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Although there is a brand disclosing the component 
parts of it? 

Mr. HATCH. Unquestionably; because it is simply a new name of 
a counterfeit. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Hasthe Chair submitted any proposition to the 
committee for objection? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair has not? 

Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent to make the amendment to 
section 2 which I have indicated. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri asks unanimous 
consent to return to section 2 of the bill for the purpose of enabling 
him to offer the amendment which the Clerk will read. 

Mr. BEACH. I will object. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposition must be stated before the gen- 
tleman’s objection can be entertained. 

Mr, BEACH. It has been stated. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Let the Recorp show it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposition will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In section 2, line 12, after the word “or,” where it occurs the second time, in- 
sert “when so ;” and in line 13 strike out the word “ used”’ and insert 
sold; so that it will read: 
“Made in imitation or semblance of butter, or when so made calculated or in- 
tended to be sold as butter or for butter.” 


Perhaps the gentleman had 


* HATCH. I ask unanimous consent that that amendment may 
Mr. 


CH. Unless there is an opportunity of farther amendment 
of the I object. 
The MAN. The gentleman from Missouri asks unanimous 


ee es 7 be — as indicated. si 
. GIBSO est Virginia. Regarding this proposed amend- 
ment as only adding further deception to the original fraud of this bill, 


Several members called for the regular order. 
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The Chair will state that the amendment sug- 


The CHAIRMAN. 


gested by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. McCreary] is not prop- 
erly an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. TOWNSHEND]. 
Clerk will again report the pending amendment. 


That the matter may be better understood, the 


The Clerk read the amendment proposed by Mr. TOWNSHEND, as 


follows: 


In section 8, line 3, strike out ‘* ten” and insert “‘two;"’ so that it will read: 
“That upon oleomargarine which shal! be manufactured and sold, or removed 
for consumption or use, there sball be assessed and collected a tax of 2 cents per 


pound,” 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The Chair will entertain the amendment of the 


gentleman from Kentucky when this amendment is disposed of. 


Mr. HISCOCK. I make the point of order against the amendment 


of the gentleman from Kentucky. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The gentleman from New York can reserve the 


point of order to be made when the amendment is offered. 


Mr. HISCOCK. 


I wish to inquire whether the amendment just read 


has not been once voted upon. 


The CHAIRMAN. Ithas not. Several amendments to the amend- 
The gentleman from New Jersey [ Mr. 
LEHLBACH ] is recognized. 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 


Mr. MILLS. It is understood that the time for debate should be 


about equally divided between those opposing and those favoring a 


measure. It seems to me all the speaking this morning has been in 
favor of the bill. One gentleman has spoken against it and all the 
rest for it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis impossible for the Chair, while these amend- 
ments are pending, to know whether gentlemen rising to speak favor 
the bill or not. 

Mr. MILLS. I oppose it and would like to be heard. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks he can not be accused of par- 
tiality in this matter. He now recognizes the gentleman from New 


Jersey [Mr. LEHLBACH], who has not been heretofore recognized in 


the general or the five-minute debate. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I hope order will be preserved that the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey may be heard. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The committee will come to order. 

Mr. LEHLBACH. I have thus far voted with the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. I am in favor of the passage of this bill provided it does 
not make the taxationexcessive. I consider the license tax already im- 
posed too high, but even with that provision in it I am in favor of the 
bill. But, Mr. Chairman, if the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND] is not adopted I shall be compelled 
to vote against the passage of this bill, and I hope the majority of this 
House will vote against it; for no matter what gentlemen in favor of 
the passage of the bill may say, it will have the tendency of driving out 
of existence a legitimate industry, and it will have the tendency of rais- 
ing by legislation the price of butter. While butter is now being sold 
and brought into the New York market at 16} cents a pound, we con- 
sumers have to pay at this present time from 30 to 40 cents a pound. 
If this bill passes in its present shape it imposes a tax of 10 cents on 
oleomargarine. The result must be that the price of butter will go up. 
This result must, I think, be conceded by all. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I give notice to the gentlemen who are in favor 
of the passage of this bill—and I am in favor of it so far as its object 
is to cause oleomargarine to be sold for what it is—that if they reject 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Illinois I shall be 
compelled, although a friend of the bill, to vote against it. 

Mr. MILLS. I hope the few gentlemen who have been opposing this 
bill will not be misled by a mistake as to the character of the expla- 
nation which has been made by the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. 
HAtTcH]. Gentlemen must understand that this bill came into the 
House for a purpose and that purpose has not been abandoned. That 
purpose is to broaden the doctrine of protection and to adopt it in the 
United States as between different classes of industry. It has so been 
proclaimed this morning on the other side of this House. When the 
original doctrine of protection was proclaimed in this country it was 
proclaimed as a national necessity. 

It was said that we must have protection to certain industries to fos- 
ter and build them up in order that we might have power to defend 
ourselves against foreign nations; that we might become involved in 
war, and therefore it was necessary that we should build up some great 
institutions that could make cannon, that could make shot and shell, 
that could manufacture clothing and implements of war, so that we 
might be self-sustaining in case of a conflict with a foreign power. In 
those days the whole doctrine of protection lay close to the national 
safety. It was based upon Americanism, and on that ground it was 
deemed necessary to discriminate in favorof American industries against 
foreign industries. But, sir, that is not the doctrine that is proclaimed 
here to-day—the doctrine of discriminating as between two American 
industries. That simply means spoliation of one to build up another. 
The doctrine of our fathers was that this is a Government under which 
every man is equal. 

Each one of our constituents is a sovereign, and a sovereign who has 
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no subjects. We, as their representatives, come here to make equal 
laws, laws that shall fall, like the rains of heaven, equally upon all, 
and our Constitution has been formed in thatspirit. ‘* Equal rights to 
all men, exclusive privileges to none,’’ is the cardinal truth that un- 
derlies the whole of our American institutions. And yet, upon this 
floor it is proclaimed this morning that this bill is designed to protect 
the dairy interest. Against what? ‘‘ Protection’? when used in its 
economic sense means to protect one industry against the competition 
of another industry. The word is not used there as it is 
criminal or the civil laws in other respects, meaning to protect one 
against the wrong of another; in business it means to give one an ex- 
clusive privilege against the competition of another. 

Gentlemen, jf you intend to go into that business in this country you 
have got to uproot all the institutions created by your Constitution, and 
announce to the people of the United States that this Congress is ready, 
at the bidding of any powerful class in the land, to break down another 
class that is less powerful. That is the doctrine, and it is a new de- 
parture in American politics. If you adopt it, every constitutional 
guarantee is worthless to you, whether it be of life, of liberty, or of 
property. Whenever a powerful interest comes here and asks that it 
shall be ‘‘ protected’ against the competition of another interest, the 
one that is stronger will devour the one that is weaker. 

Mr. PARKER. Mr, Chairman, although I have the honor of repre- 
senting a district as largely interested in the results of this bill as any 
other in the country, I have heretofore abstained from occupying any 
time by talking upon the floor. I have felt it a privilege and a duty 
to follow the admirable example of the chairman of the committee that 
has presented this bill, in acting in such a manner as to avoid delay and 
hasten a vote. It seems to me that this bill should have passed before 
this time. The views of those thinking as I do have not needed expres- 
sion by me, as our position has been fully, concisely, and felicitously 
stated by our spokesman, my friend and colleague from New York [ Mr. 
Hiscock]. 

As the discussion is to go on I will take a part in it. 

As to the suggestion made a while ago, that some new light has been 
given this morning in regard to this measure by the explanation of the 
force of the second section made by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
HatcH], that is an error on the part of gentlemen who have notstadied 
this bill or the other bills that have been introduced on the same sub- 
ject. Upon the 15th of February last a bill was introduced involving, 
in principle, precisely the idea involved in this second section, the idea 
of taxing the fraud, taxing the imitation, taxing the counterfeit, and 
leaving the honest commodity free, and of so guiding the language of 
the section that it should not run counter to the judgment of the court 
in the case of The People vs. Marx, decided in the State of New York, 
or in any other of the decided cases. 

Now, as to the question of the amendment which has been presented 
here by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TowNsHEND] taken in con- 
nection with that offered by Mr. McCreary to limit the meaning 
and scope of the ‘‘ol e’’ as named and taxed 10cents per pound 
by section 8. One gentleman has indicated this morning that he is un- 
willing to support the bill unless the amendment is adopted. It will 
be noticed that the second section of this bill says that ‘‘ for the purposes 
of this act’’ certain manufactures shall be called oleomargarine. For 
what purposes of thisact? Forall the purposes of this act; for every sec- 
tion and every clause of this act ‘‘ol ” ig what is described 
insection2. “Therefore, when you come to section 8, and say that ‘‘ upon 
oleomargarine which shall be manufactured and sold or removed’’ there 
shall be assessed and collected a tax of 10 cents per pound, what oleomar- 
garine is meant? Notsomethingthat may happen to bein the market, 
not something that is spoken of in the books, but the ‘‘oleomargarine’’ 
defined in section 2 of the billas ‘‘oleomargarine’’ ‘‘for the purposes of 
this act.’’ It is that and nothing else. Therefore it is the oleomarga- 
rine taxed as an imitation, taxed as a fraud, taxed as a thing intended 
to be palmed off as butter, to which this tax of 10 cents a pound applies; 
and I challenge any lawyer who will look at the matter closely and give 
it the benefit of his thought to find any other reasonable construction of 
the provisions of the bill. Hence the amendment is unnecessary and 
might prove injurious. 

Now it seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that we have reached the crisis 
of this bill. If the bill can be passed with this tax of 10 cents per 
pound upon the imitation, the fraud, we shall have done what we in- 
tended to do and what no man—I am not criticising any gentleman 
personally—but I say we shall have reached aresult which no man who 
aims at an honest result can object to. First, we ask for revenue; sec- 
ond, we ask for protection to the dairymen; third, we ask for protec- 
tion to the consumer; fourth, we ask for power to mark and label a 
fraud. The money is needed for use. It is needed to pay —s 
It is needed to rebuild our Navy. As Mr. Tilden ons it 
is needed to fortify our coasts. In short, it is needed for all the pur- 
poses of government. 

But gentlemen deny the right totax. Naturally we are sent back to 


original principles, and hence again quote section 8 of Article I of the 
Constitution: 


in 2 Conamaee shall have power to lay ant 


the debts and provide fi eae eames ml mee 
Stine United Staten > " 





in the | 


It is not necessary to discuss the relation, construction, or beariy.« 
the ‘‘general-welfare’’ clause. Ample powers are granted us on 
of that clause. 

In Dobbins vs. Erie County (16 Peters, 447), the court, by Mr 
tice Wayne, says: 


Taxation is a sacred right, essential to the existence 


of government 
dent of sovereignty. 


Acting under the Constitution and in pursuance of this sacred rig} 
we propose, in an orderly procedure and by legal methods in accordanc. 
with time-honored and successfal precedents, to lay and collect upo 
this commodity named in this bill and described as een th 
tax provided; and upon similar grounds and ina similar manner 
the manufacturers thereof and those who sell the same. 

It being granted that some revenue is necessary for the purposes of 
the Government under the language of the Constitution, Congress hia, 
the sole power of eo property shall be taxed to raise thi 
revenue, subject only to the rule that the tax shall operate with the 
same effect upon the subject of taxation wherever found in the United 
States. Suppose we need all of the revenue we now have and some- 
thing more, how shall we derive it? We mayselectour subjects of tax- 
ation—and we tax for revenue, notfor revenue only, but under the Con- 
stitution for revenue—we select oleomargarine as the subject, and no 
man can complain. 

It has been held legal to tax playing-cards, proprietary medicines, per- 
fumery, distilled spirits, tobacco and cigars, and other classes of | prop- 
erty. Why is oleomargarine sacred ? 

Why may we tax manufactured whisky and not tax manufactured 
imitation butter? Theright to taxinvolvesthe rightof selection. \y. 
have the right to select whisky, or tobacco, or oleomargarine, or oth: 
commodity. The right to select involves the right todiscriminate, and 
that not only among articles now free of tax, but also as to articles no: 
subject to a tax, customs, or other duty. For instance, we have the 
right to take the tax off railroad iron and put an equal amount on oleo- 
margarine. We have the right to take it off Bessemer steel and put it 
on patent medicines. 

Do these gentlemen claim that a tax once placed must remain un- 
€ 
ie, we ae the right to take the tax off from sugar and put it on 
oleo’ repeat, the right to tax includes the right to select 
the subject; the sieht to to select ‘aaeien the right to discriminate; the 
right to discriminate includes the right to choose from the several kinds 
of property subject to customs duty or to internal-revenue tax, as we'll 
as that which has been untaxed. 

Hence it follows, and I challenge any man to question it, that \ 
have the right to add to our revenue by a tax on ol rine this ses- 
sion $20,000,000. And we have the right to take off $20,000,000 from 
sugar this or the next session, leaving the net income the same as nov, 
and he would be a very vicious ora very silly man who denies our powe: 
or our right so to do. 

Therefore, sup we need annually no more revenue than we 2 
now receiving. e have the right to change the subjects of taxatio: 
to drop one, to add another, according to our judgment, and only im- 
pertinence could presume to question our motives. We may, at will, 
according to our judgment, change or substitute the subjects of tax- 
ation. 

Again, suppose we decide to reduce our annual gross revenues $2v.- 
000,000 and to tax oleo ,000,000. We have the absolute 
right and the absolute power to do it by taking off $40,000,000 of the 
taxes we now pay on imported sugars 

It is not necessary that this sedunaet should be in one bill or 
one session to be legal. We may take the several steps at our will. 


Gentlemen have com that there is no plan in this movemen' 
of the friends of honest butter to adjust taxation to the amount of re\ 
nue needed. 


I will propose one, and I am prepared to work up to it now and here- 
after. It is this: place ten millions or fifteen millions, more or less, 0' 
revenue upon imitation butter and take off forty millions of taxation 
upon sugar. Place the tax on oleomargarine now; take the tax 0 
sugar at the first opportunity. 

These manufacturers claim that they have discovered a new con) 
nation and a new method of making much wealth at little cost. 

The have not gone to the consumer, but have been divided |: 
settee ufacturerand the retailer. The immense profits seem‘ 
come to them almost as an accidental bounty. Let us apply a tax t» 
this sudden, unearned —s as we once applied the succession tax. n- 
other is because these man and dealers can well aflor! 
to pay it, and are subject to the tax the theory of the imcome tax. 
Upon moral grounds, it is merely taxing into the public fund part o! «: 
enormous and unfair t. 

In the bill before us and the action upon it we see a remarka!)!: 


wth of opinion. 
rt the -seventh Congress, the first time I ever ventured to ad- 
dress the 


House of Representatives of the United States (1882), I spoh« 
in the interest of honest dairy products as against the rine 
counterfeits. I believe that I made the only speech on that subject in 


that Congress. 
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In this debate in this Forty-ninth Congress I have seen twelve mem- 
hers at a time seeking recognition to address the House on this subject. 

Why is this? It is because the public willis known. The public 
press has honestly and fally reflected this public will, and public men 
have promptly responded. And in this country the voice of the people 
in public affairs is in reality as the voice of God. 

{ do not claim that this bill is fully sufficient or final, but it is all 
that can now be obtained; and this bill enacted, it will be compara- 
tively easy to supplement with all legislation that experience shall show 
necessary. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, if there be no objection, will con- 
sider the formal amendment as withdrawn. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Mississippi. Mr. Chairman, if I can not be heard in 
opposition to the motion to strike out the last word, then, sir, I move 
to amend by adding the word ‘‘ notwithstanding.” [Laughter. | 

Mr. Chairman, it has occurred to me this morning, and I believe this 
impression is shared by other members of the House, that there is a 
disposition op the part of somebody (of course I will not make any im- 
putation against the Chair), tosuppress my impassioned oratory. [Great 
langhter.] But, sir, I wish to assure you and the House that itis not 
my purpose and that I have no desire by my fervid and persuasive elo- 


quence to overpersuade this House into the adoption of any unconsti- | 


tutional or hurtful measure. [Laughter.] Sir, I would scorn to take 
any such advantage of the weaknessof thisHouse. [Great laughter. ] 

Sir, I have modestly kept my seat, when not marching between the 
tellers, now for a whole week, and listened to the discussion and dila- 
tory motions that have been made on this oleomargarine bill. The 
House seems, sir, to be unwilling to vote on it until it has had further 
light. It is waiting for something, and, sir, I am impressed with the 
belief that it is unwilling to act on so important a measure until I 
have been heard from. [Laughter.] And modest as I alwaysam, yet 
resolute and willing to contribute my great weight to help along the 
legislation of this great country, I have determined to come to the front. 
{ Laughter. ] 

Just here it might not be inappropriate to suggest an idea that has 
occurred tome. My name, you see, is one of the first on the list. I 
am one of the first on the Democratic side to vote and one of the most 
reliable voters. I remember that in the early part of the session the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock] said leaders would spring 
up from the new members in this House. Now, would it not be well 
for our Democratic friends to select me as a leader? [Great laughter. ] 
Acting on this idea, and with a just sense of the fitness of things, I say 
to the gentlemen on this side of the House, ‘‘Behold your leader! 
Follow me.’’? [Great laughter. ] 

Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of expediting business I am willing 
to forego this cherished amendment of mine, the addition of the word 
‘‘notwithstanding,’’ and to say seriously a few words in reference to the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TowNSHEND ], 
the proposition to strike out the 10-cent tax and insert a 2-cent tax 
instead. 

Mr. Chairman, I represent on this floor a purely agricultural constit- 
uency. Our people have in the past confined their efforts almost ex- 
clusively to the production of our great staple, cotton, as a source of reve- 
nue, and we have worked hard and grown poor raising cotton, on which 


there can in the very nature of things be no protection, while they have | 


all the while been heavily taxed to protect other industries. Sir, of 
late years our people are trying to diversify their industries, and they 
are going largely into dairying and stock-raising. 

Creameries dairies are springing up in our section and giving new 
hope to our people. I, sir, am engaged in dairying myself. I am a 
strong believer in the cow and a staunch friend of the cow. In my 
judgment if protection could be defended at all it could be defended 
for the cow against all comers, and if I would vote for protection to 
any industry it would be the dairy or butter-making industry; but, 
sir, being as I am opposed to the whole system of protection for pro- 
tection’s sake, I can not give this bill in its present shape my support. 

I think of all the mean frauds the fraud on the cow is one of the 
meanest, and if the committee will accept of the amendment of 2 cents 
tax instead of 10 I will vote for the bill, so as to put bogus butter under 


the supervision of the Internal Revenue Department, and require it to | 


be stamped so as to prevent frand and imposition. 
posing this bill have had much to say against the internal-revenue 
system, but, sir, we have the system and it is in full operation inevery 
county and hamlet in this great country. This bill will add other 
duties to its but no new offices, and as we are not likely to get 
rid of the system, and as I am not yet ready to vote to get rid of it, I 
see no 
under the supervision of that de ent. 

If I were to vote for this 10-cent tax I could not fool myself into the 
belief that I was voting for it simply for the revenue it would raise. I 
would know that the motive prompting me would be a desire to tax 
ences pemaietenee souenets the butter interest; and, hav- 

tion, I can not change my principles nor 
vote iets because it might benefit my people and myself. It 
is a sort of legislation the effects of which have already horne oppress- 
ively on us, and which would curse us again in a thousand ways. Let 
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impropriety in adding oleomargarine to the list of articles now | 
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the bogus butter be stamped 





; then let those buy it who wish. As for 
me, I am sure when it is stamped I will buy none of it. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. LONG obtained the floor and said, Mr. Chairman, I tender to the 
Democratic ‘‘ leader’? half my time, if he will take it 

Mr. ALLEN, of Mississippi. Mr. Chairman, fam certainly much 
obliged tothe gentleman from Massachusetts; but I suppose the House 
only wanted to know where I stood; it understands that now, and is 
probably ready to proceed with business, [Laughte1 : 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose the amendment of the 
gentleman from Mississippi. Instead ofthe word ‘‘ notwithstanding,”’ 
which he proposes to place at the endofthesection, I desire at the proper 
time to amend by adding to the section a proviso p y embodying 
the amendment which the chairman of the Committee on Agriculture 
[Mr. HATCH] asked but did not obtain unanimous con to ha 
sidered. The words which I propose to add are thes 

Provided, That no tax shall be imposed on oleomarg ex When made 
in“ mitation or semblar of but lea 
to be sold as butter or for butter 

Mr. Chairman, my favorable « leration was asked for this bill by 
some of our leading produce dealers in Massachusetts They very 
frankly stated to me that while they were very heartily in favor ofthe 
bill, they did not claim that butterine er ol earine as made by the 


best manufacturers is deleterious to health. They did not claim that 


the manufacture or sale of butterine or oleomargarine as such is ebjec- 
tionable or should be prevented. They frankly acknowledge, as I 
think the good sense of the House and the country must acknowledge, 
thatthe manufacture or sale of butterine or oleomargarine as such, aside 
from any fraud or imposition of it as pure butter, is proper and warrant- 
able. All they demand, and all that I believe can be demanded, in 
behalf of the dairy interest, of the consumer, or of the dealer in dairy 


products, is that imitation butter shall not be sold as genuine butter. 

We are invoking the taxing power of the country for the purpose of 
preventing this fraud, and not for the purpose of preventing the manu- 
facture or sale of oleomargarine or butterine as such. And that 
tinction should be preserved. In order that we may prevent that fraud 
we invoke the internal-revenue system. It seems to me, therefore, 
when we have applied that internal-revenue system to prevent fraud, 
when we have the supervision, inspection, and control of the Internal- 
Revenue Department, we have accomplished all that can be asked of us. 
| The next question is, having invoked that supervision, what tax isnec- 
essary? Shall we tax up to the extreme figure? Shall it be a tax that 
accomplishes a purpose that even the dairy interest does not claim, to 
wit, the prohibition of the manufacture and sale? 


4 it clis- 


In other words, a 
tax only is desired to prevent the sale of butterine as butter and to se- 
| cure the supervision, inspection, and control of the Internal-Revenue 
Department. Certainly a tax of 10 cents a pound is not necessary for 
that purpose; a tax of 2 cents is sufficient. 

The only thing desirable, the only thing which can be claimed by 
the advocates of this bill is the inspection and control of the Internal- 
Revenue Department. 

Mr. HAMMOND. 
ask him a question? 

Mr. LONG. Cert 
| Mr. HAMMOND. I desire to understand your position. Do you 
| think it is a proper use of the constitutional power to levy tax simply 
| to protect one industry against another’s fraud ? 
| Mr. LONG. I do not say that, but I will say if you pass a Jaw 
| imposing tax the presumption is—and will go out and can not be es- 
| caped—that that tax is imposed for the purpose of revenue. I have 
nothing to do with the motivesof mien. ‘Thelaw will stand on itsown 
footing; the law will be interpreted as a revenue tax. 


Let us do that with the smallest possible tax. 
Will the gentleman from Massachusetts let me 


yiniw 
ALniy. 


| Mr. HAMMOND. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts think 
we need a revenue tax? Do we need revenue? 

| Mr. LONG. I do not think we do at present. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. LONG. I wish before taking my seat to offer an amendment 


| which I have prepared. 


The CHAIRMAN. Amendment is not now in order. 
Mr. HENLEY was recognized. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will regard the formal amendment as 


| withdrawn, and will recognize the gentleman from California to sub- 
mit an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. HENLEY. I havean amendment similar in purport to the one 
proposed by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Lona], and there- 
fore it becomes unnecessary to submit it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what I wish to say to the committee is this: 
While I have been voting all the time for and favoring this measure, 
I do not intend, in the language of the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. 
HAMMOND], to vote as a slave, regardless of right or wrong, or at the 
dictation of any one. Now, I beg the House to give me its most ear- 
nest attention. Those who have hitherto opposed this measure have 

done so upon the ground, and it was a proper one if properly laid, that 
it was taxing one industry out of existence for the benefit of another. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the chairman of the Committee on Agriculture 

| [Mr. HatcH] comes in here this morning and absolutely leaves those 
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who contend that way without any ground whatever to stand upon, 

because the bill, as he has proposed himself to amend it, is intended to 

provide, and will provide, if his amendment shall prevail, that nothing 

but fraud, nothing but foulness, nothing but impurity should be taxed 

by this measure. Who will declare himself as opposed to such a pur- 
? 

Mr. DANIEL. No; it does not. 

Mr. HENLEY. Yes, it does, as I construe it, and it admits of none 
other. e 

A Memper. That is a matter of construction. 

Mr. HENLEY. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. MILs] resorted 
to a favorite expedient of gentlemen who are a little lame in their logic 
in his reading of this bill. He gives it an interpretation that suits his 
own purposes—he defines it himself; in other words, he sets up a man 
of straw, and he encounters of course no serious difficulty in overcoming 
such an adversary. He ‘says this is a bill to protect one industry at 
the expenseof another. Is the gentleman warranted in elevating arson, 
or murder, or any other crime interdicted by the decalogue to the dig- 
nity of an industry? Are foulness, unwholesomeness, and all sorts of 
impure things which may be the means of infecting humanity with dis- 
ease—are those industries ? r 

Mr. DANIEL. Whoever heard of putting a tax on arson or mur- 
der? 

Mr. HENLEY. In various ways those who violate its provisions 
must sufter the penalty. 

A Member. A tax is a license. 

Mr. HENLEY. A tax is a license, and penalties may also be in- 
flicted. 

Mr. DANIEL. Well, what about license? 

Mr. HENLEY. Let us practice the virtue of candor in respect to 
this matter. Our opponents declare that this bill taxes out of existence 
an honestindustry. Letus test their sincerity. Any amendment they 
are disposed to offer curing this supposed objection, J am satisfied, will 
be cheerfully accepted by the other side. The controversy makes it 
clear nothing is going to be taxed save that which is imitation or sem- 
blance of butter. The bill is squarely in the interest of honesty. 

Who is opposed tothis? Why, I admonish you, gentlemen, that the 
time has come when the farmers of this country are to be heeded in 
their prayersand wishes. A gentleman on the other side of the House, 
the gentleman from Indiana, said the other day that the farmers of the 
country did not desire this legislation. It is impossible for me, Mr. 
Chairman, to express the profundity of my commiseration for the igno- 
rance of a gentleman as to popular sentiment who does not know that 
the farmers of the country demand this or some similar measure of jus- 
tice. The gentleman can look nowhere, he can not pick up a newspaper 
from his desk, if he happens to have one there, which will not afford 
abundant evidence of the wishes of the agricultural community upon 
this question. 

This is a representative government, as I understand it. If we can 
not consent to submit ourselves to the wishes of our people, upon the 
theory that this is a representative government, we should resign. 
The terminology of the Constitution is that we are representatives of 
the people, and if we do not obey their behests we are not representa- 
tives, and should quit the business. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Chairman, it has been stated and repeated 
upon this floor that the declaration this morning of the chairman of 
the Committee on Agriculture throws a new light upon this whole sub- 
ject. I desire to call attention to the fact that on last Tuesday even- 
ing the honorable Mr. WHiTE, of Minnesota, a member of this commit- 
tee, in speaking of this bill used these words: 

And right here let me say that this bill does not prevent the manufacture and 
sale of oleomargarine, nor does it lay a tax upon that article if made with its 
natural color, but simply taxes the article when colored and made in semblance 
of butter or mixed with butter; leaving the market open for the sale of the un- 
colored grease,and the cheap food can be sold untaxed, the poor man and the 


rich can buy it and use it and mix it in his own way, with his own butter, for his 
own use, but not for sale. 


If the House did not heed these words it is not the fault of the com- 
mittee, but of the House. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Let me say to the gentleman—— 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I can not be interrupted. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I only wanted to correct the gentleman by 
calling his attention to the eighth section—— 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Ican not yield. The gentleman from Minne- 
sota [Mr. WHrre] went on and used this language: 

And while I think that the uncolored neutral, which may still be sold under 
the name of butterine or other names which may be invented, ought to be in- 


spected by competent chemists and microscopists before being sold, yet we are 
now dealing with this one question, and it is a step in the right direction. 


It is no new light, therefore, but simply a reiteration by the chair- 
man of what the propositions which have been embodied in the bill 
from the very beginning mean when properly construed. 

One word more before I conclude. We have heard many threats here 
with reference to the action of gentlemen upon this floor. I utter no 
threat, but simply a prediction, that if this bill is not passed the farm- 
ers of the country will be heard from. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an eo 


4 
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a substitute for the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Lone]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by adding the following proviso at the end of section 8: 

“ Provided, That this act shall not be understood or construed to impose any 0} 
the taxes mentioned in it on oleomargarine, or any of the products or com- 
pounds mentioned in it, where the same is plainly marked with the name of the 
particular product, and sold or offcred to be sold as such.” 


Mr. HISCOCK. I make the point of order upon that. 

The CHAIRMAN. Ifthe gentleman will reserve the point of order 
the Chair will entertain it hereafter. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, the chairman of the Committee on 
Agriculture made the impression on the mind of several members, my- 
self among the number, as did certainly the gentleman from California 
with the suggestion which he made, that the construction he gave of 
the second section shows that it was not intended to tax o!eomargarine 
as such where made of pure materials; and the gentleman from (ali- 
fornia assumes that it is a great piece of ignorance not to understand it 
in the same way. Let us read thatsection and see what it is: 

That for the purposes of this act certain manufactured substances, certain ex- 
tracts, and certain mixtures and compounds, including such mixtures and com- 
pounds with butter, shall be known and designated as “oleomargarine,” 
namely: All substances heretofore known as oleomargarine, oleo, oleomarga- 
rine oil, butterine, Jardine, suine. and neutral; all mixtures and compounds of 
oleomargarine, oleo, oleomargarine oil, butterine, lardine, suine,and neutral) - 
all lard extracts and tallow extracts; and all mixtures and compounds of tallow. 
beef fat, suet, lard, lard oil, vegetable oil annotto,and other coloring matter, in- 


testinal fat, and offal fat made in imitation or semblance of butter, or calculated 
or intended to be used as butter or for butter. 





Now that section simply defines what oleomargarine is, and the other 
substances that are intended to be taxed. No other construction can he 
placed upon it; and the suggestion made does notin any way change the 
simple definition of what is intended to be taxed as plainly set forth in 
that section. 

The third section goes on to impose the tax on manufacturers and on 
wholesale or retail dealers in oleomargarine. The section imposes a spe- 
cial tax, the first being the tax of $600 on manufacturers of oleomarga- 
rine; the second, of $480 on wholesale dealers, and $48 on retail dealers; 
and section 8 prescribes the tax of 10 cents per pound. Now, if the chair- 
man of the committee did not mean to mislead the House, and if the gen- 
tleman from California did not intend by his argument to deceive the 
House, the amendment I have presented would enable them, if they 
will agree to it, to undeceive everybody. That provides that all o! 
these articles when labeled as they really are, or sold or offered to be 
sold for what they really are, instead of for butter, shall not be taxed. 
If they say that, and will agree that that is the object of this legisla- 
tion, we can vote for the bill. If it is not a bill to tax oneindustry out 
of the way of another, or to give more profit to dairymen, but to pre- 
vent fraud—if that be the object, or if they mean to prevent fraud, the 
amendment I have offered says that clearly and unmistakably; but if 
they do not mean that, of course they will defeat all such amendments 
and ask the House to believe that this section is merely intended to 
qualify the tax; and every man knows, who can read the English lan- 
guage, that it has no such meaning. 

That is all I have to say. I desire to present an amendment which 
will determine the question when we come to act upon it whether we 
mean to tax one product out of existence to give an increased profit 
to another, or whether we mean to prevent frauds by the imitation of 
one product by another. 

Mr. HATCH. Inreply to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] 
I can only reiterate what I said before this morning. My language has 
been taken down and will be in the Recorp, and I propose to stand 
byit. Ifthe gentleman from Texas did not understand me and if the 
House did not understand me I do not know it is possible for me to 
speak more plainly. I stated in as plain English as I know how to use 
that any substances meutioned in the second section that were mixed 
or compounded and simply sold for what they were and branded as 
what they were would not be subject to this tax. I did not state, I 
did not intend to convey the impression, and certainly no gentleman 
could have understood me to say, that I meant that these materials 
could all be mixed or any number of them could be mixed, branded 
oleomargarine, and sold without the tax, because that is the word used 
in the second section to designate the compounds. But I stated that 
when so mixed and branded in imitation of and to be sold as and for 
butter the tax attached. 

I now move that the committee rise. ; 

Mr. HAMMOND. Will the gentleman yield me the balance of his 
five minutes before he makes that motion? 

Mr. HATCH. I withhold the motion for the present, and yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Curtin]. : 

Mr. CURTIN. I desire to make a brief explanation. I was not in 
the House this morning when a dispatch was read from Mr. Powderly. 
I understand the chairman of the Committee on Agriculture intimated 
that this dispatch was in reply to I had said on the floor in 
reference to this bill. I know full well that the convention now in 
session in Cleveland would not interfere as a body with the legislation 

in this House. I did not say, I did not intend to say, that I 
spoke for the convention, and I did not propose to representthe Knighta 
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of Labor as now in convention. I did say that I believed, as I believe 
now, that the Knights of Labor, being consumers and interested in 
that respect, were opposed to this legislation. And I have reason for 
that assertion and now repeat it. I presume the dispatch sent to Mr. 
Powderly was answered properly, although the dispatch to him was 
not read, “for I know him to be a prudent man, and I know quite well 
he would not desire an organization which is to produce great benefits 
to his class and the peace of the country should exert its influence in an 
interference with legislation such as is now under consideration. 

Mr. HATCH. It has been suggested to me that probably the com- 
mittee without going into the House will consent that all debate upon 
the section under consideration and all amendments thereto may be 
dosed in twenty minutes. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I object. 

Mr. HATCH. Then I insist on my motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. DANIEL. I hope the gentleman will allow me a moment. I 
have an important substantial amendment to offer to this section. 

Mr. HATCH. I withdraw the motion for the present, and yield to 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from 
Virginia to have his amendment read and to speak to it, and will en- 
tertain it when the time arrives for doing so. 

Mr. DANIEL. Idesire to offer an amendment toabolish the internal- 
revenue tax upon tobacco, which I am informed by the chairman, 
comes in properly at this stage. I shall then offer an amendment after 
that has been voted upon to abolish the internal-revenue tax upon fruit 
brandy—not together, but separately; and if it is the pleasure of the 
House I will make a few remarks upon that subject now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can have these amendments read 
in his time, or having given notice of them he can now proceed to speak 
to them. 

’Mr. DANIEL. I desire to have them read now. 

The Clerk read the first amendment proposed by Mr. DANIEL, as 

follows: 
Add to the pending section the following: 
“Provided, That on and after the Ist day of July, 1886, the taxes herein specified 


imposed by the internal-revenue laws of the United States now in force, be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed, namely: The taxes on manufactured tobacco, 


snuff, rs, cheroots, and cigarettes, and the special taxes required by law to 
be paid by dealers in jeaf-tobacco, retail dealers in leaf-tobacco, dealers in man- 

tobacco, diers of tobacco, snuff, and cigars, and manufacturers of 
snuffand of cigars: vided, also, That on all original and unbroken factory pack- 


ages of smoking and manufactured tobacco, and snuff, cigars, cheroots, and cigar- 
ettes, held by manufacturers, factors, jobbers, or dealers at the time such repeal 
shall go into effect, upon which the tax has been paid, there shall be a drawback 
orrebate in favor of said manufacturer, factor, jobber, dealer, or other owner of 


said tobacco, snuff, cigars, cheroots, and cigarettes to the full amount and ex- 
tent of the tax so thereon, but the same shall not apply in any case where 
the claim has not m presented within ninety days following the date when 


such shall take effect; and no claim shall be allowed fora less amount 
than $10; and any -tax stamp covering taxes repealed by this act may be 
redeemed for the portion of the special-tax year unexpired at the time of the re- 
peal, when the amount claimed for such stamp shall not be lessthan $10; and all 
sums required to satisfy claims under this act shall be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; and it shall be the duty of the Secre- 
oe the Treasury to adopt such rules and regulations and to prescribe and fur- 
such blanks and forms as may be necessary to carry this section into ef- 
fect: Provided, aiso, That all internal-revenue laws limiting, restricting, or regu- 
the manuficture, sale,or exportation of tobacco, snuff, cigars, cheroots, 
and es are hereby repealed on and after the Ist day of ober, 1886, and 
that there shall be no drawback allowed upon any such articles which shall be 
entered for export on or after that date: Provided, That all laws now in force 
shall remain and have full force and effect in respect to all offenses committed, 
liabilities incurred, or rights accruing or accrued prior to the date when the re- 
peal of the taxes specified in this act shall take effect.” 


Mr. HATCH. I reserve the point of order on this amendment. I 
understand it is offered at this time for information. 

Mr. DANIEL. Yes, sir. 
_ The CHAIRMAN. The Chair stated the amendment was not now 
in order as an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. TowNSHEND], but that the Chair would recognise the 

e oe Virginia to move it when the other amendments are 

Mr. HAMMOND. I desire to make a parliamentary inyuiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr.HAMMOND. I understand the pending amendment is to change 
the tax of 10 cents to a tax of 2 cents? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Then it would become very important for us to 

iow whether we were to give up the tobacco tax before we vote on 
this, because, according to some gentlemen, this is an effort to raise 
— money, and I should like to know how much we shall have to 


Mr. DANIEL. I ask that the other amendment may be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That on and after the Ist day of July, 1886, all laws and parts of laws 
heretofore passed by Cages and now in existence imposing an internal-reve- 
tax liquors from apples, peaches, and other fruits, shal! be re- 
That no person or persons shall be allowed to manufacture 
from fruits and partly from grain without the payment of 
the making or manufacture of spirits distilled 
~ ged (atte vows of this section shall be fined 
$500, imprisoned not less than one month 
one year, or both, at the discretion of the court. 
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Mr. Chairman, I reserve all points of order on the 





Mr. HATCH. 


amendment just read. 


Mr. DANIEL. Mr. Chairman, I shall at this stage, so few are the 


moments allowed me, confine myself to a few brief statements on this 
subject without any effort to make a speech. 
United States, Mr. Arthur, in his annual message in 1882, recommended 
to Congress the abolition of the internal-revenue system with the ex- 
ception ofthe tax on distilled spirits. 
that recommendation in this language: 


The President of the 


In his message of 1884 he renewed 


In case those taxes shall be abolished, that which still remains to the Govern- 


ment will, in my opinion, not only suffice to meet its reasonable expenditures, 
but it will afford a surplus large enough to permit such tariff reduction as may 
seem to be advisable when the results of recent revenue laws and commercial 
treaties shall have shown in what quarter those reductions can be most judi- 
ciously effected. 


In the platform of the Democratic party which assembled at Chicago 


and nominated the present President of the United States for that position 
there was a distinct declaration and pledge of that party to abolish war 
taxes 
and to that tax this language was no doubt candidly and honesty di- 
rected. 


The internal-revenue system was distinctly a war-tax measure, 


Now, sir, this seems to be agricultural day in the House, and while 


we are attending to the interests of one class of our farmers, am I not 
justified in asking this House to hear the long and patient cry which 
has ascended to this Government for twenty-five years from that class 
of farmers who during that period have borne this burden of war upon 
their shoulders ? 
are in no wise essential to the support of this Government. 


Mr. Chairman, the tobacco tax and the brandy tax 
The tax 
upon apple brandy amounts to a mere song—$1,300,000. It isnot 1 per 
cent. of your internal revenue. It is ameredropin the bucket. And 
yet, to sustain that tax, the country of which I am in part the repre- 
sentative is hounded over by a vast brood of officers of this Govern- 
ment, domiciliary visitations are made upon the homes of small farmers, 
and the pursuit of happiness is made impossible by the spies and inform- 
ers who infest that country. 

Neither, sir, is the cause of temperance in the least degree subserved. 
Drunkenness in its worst form—in its poisonous and most noxious 
form—is made by this tax; for instead of drinking a pure article the 
people are merely compelled to drink an adulterated and more noxious 


article; and neither is the Government nor society nor temperance nor 


morals nor anything that is good subserved by the perpetuation of this 
tax. ; 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to call attention to what is io me a 
fundamental error in the theory of the present bill. The Republican 
party, if it can vote for this bill in its present shape to destroy one in- 


dustry for the sake of another, utterly abnegates and entirely aban- 


dons that theory of American protection which has captivated thousands 
of votes in this country. I understood the gentleman from Wisconsin 
[Mr. PRICE] the other day tosay that the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr. KELLEY] was entitled to a vote of thanks for past services. 
The past services of the gentleman have in nothing more definitely and 
clearly consisted than in advocating this distinct doctrine. 

In America all for each and each for all, but America against the 
world. Now, sir, protection utterly divests itself of its garments, ut- 
terly hauls down and tramples in the dust its standard, utterly turns 
its back upon everything that it has paraded before the American peo- 
ple for the last twenty years; and, raising the hand of one American 
laborer against another American laborer, raising the hand of one Amer- 
ican manufacturer against another American manufacturer, raising the 
hand of one American farmer against another American farmer, raising 
the hand of Americans in every town and village and county and State 
of this country against other Americans, adopts the very worst phases 
of the policy of the old and effete monarchies of Europe, against which 
all Americans raised their hands in 1776. [Applause. ] 

Mr. LONG. I desire to say that I will not offer the amendment 
which I indicated a few minutes ago, the chairman of the Committee 
on Agriculture [Mr. HATCH] having stated to me that when he shall 
have control of the bill in the House he will then offer the amendment 
which he proposed this morning, to come in at the end of the second 
section, which he considers a more appropriate place than at the end 
of section 8. 

Mr. COWLES. Mr. Chairman, I desire to oifer as a substitute for 
the pending amendment the proposition which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of section 8 add the following: 

“That all laws and sections and clauses of laws imposing a tax or taxes on 
brandy distilled from fruit,and all laws and sections and clauses of laws pro- 
viding for the collection of a tax or taxes on brandy distilled from fruit and pro- 
hibiting without the compliance with certain statutory requisitions the mao- 
ufacture or distillation of brandy be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. HATCH. I reserve a point of order on this amendment. 

Mr. COWLES. Sir, lam opposed on principle to all internal-revenue 
taxation. The whole system is a festering sore on our body-politic, 
inseparably connected with the most distressful period in our history, 
and while it is continued it keeps in force a system of espionage upon 
the citizen in the transaction of his private business that is totally at 
variance with the principles of our free institutions and the motives 
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that actuated our patriotic ancestry in their establishment. Spies and | burdens, and, returning to the people who sent us here, meet w);) 
paid informers, detectives, and the destruction of private property, even | approval of a thankful constituency. 
under the guise of law, have never yet made or tended to make a peo- | Here the hammer fell. ] 


ple more honest; but, on the other hand, sach a system rather excites Mr. CASWELL. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose somebody's 41) 
resistance to and evasion of the law, and breeds, as in a hot-bed, all | ment—any amendment that is calculated to impair the usefy)).< 
manner of frands, perjuries, and crimes, until it stinks in the nostrils | this bill. Up to this time I have remained silent in this debate 
of all law-abiding, God-fearing, liberty-loving people, and can only be | when I hear on this floor the repeated charge that this is an effort +, ; 
excused on the plea of direnecessity, and such necessity no longer exists. | one industry out of existence for the benefit of another I want to ;,. 

But, sir, if it is constitutional to tax other branches of our indus- | the charge. The friends of this bill have again and again propos: 
tries—whisky, brandy, and tobacco—why is it not constitutional to tax | to strip it of any such misconstruction, and make it so plain t},; ;,, 
any? And who shall say where the line is to be drawn? Surely, sir, | man can misunderstand that if oleomargarine can be manufactt: 
it is not well to exercise the taxing power for the purpose of driving | its pure and simple form, retaining its natural color and sold as . 
out of existence or prohibiting any branch of industry, nor is it wise to | we are willing to let it stand upon its merits without taxation 
tax one industry for the benefit of another. But, sir, if it is necessary | they have declined to allow us to make such a change in the }i!! 
in order to raise revenue to keep up this internal-revenue taxation, Sir, as the manafacture of this article is now practiced and ¢ 
why not have a more equal distribution of the burden. And while we | on I refuse to recognize it as an ‘‘industry.’’ Here is a great mis 
impose upon other sections heretofore exempt, why not in the same bill | made by some members. The manufacture of this article as now 
relieve some of those that have long borne the burden alone? The | ducted is a fraud and not an ‘‘industry;’’ and while I am for pro: 
whole system is wrong in principle, and capable of being exercised in | ing the dairy interests of this country, I am also interested in prote,;- 
the most oppressive manner, and if this measure has no other effect, I | ing the people from that fraud which is being perpetrated so universa})}, 
trust it may open the eyes of those who have not heretofore been | upon those who consume the article. But it is claimed here that 0}... 
brought face to face with the uses that may be made of it. margarine is the poor man’s food, and that the Knights of Labor »;, 

Now, sir, the total amount received from the tax on brandy distilled | protesting against the passageof this bill. Sir, in the name of the po 
from fruit for the last fiscal year is, in‘ round numbers, $1,300,000, and | man and the laboring man of my State I protest against it. There | 
the amount estimated that will be received under this act will be $20,- | not one of them but would repudiate this article as soon as any 1). 
000,000. If we are to receive this sum under this bill, why not re- | upon this floor. Who is there here that would place it upon his ow, 
lieve the people in the fruit-growing regions of this country of the op- | table for consumption? Notaman. If there beone, let me know who 
pressive tax of 90 cents per gallon on brandy distilled from fruit? Wej|heis. But, sir, if we are taxing this so-called industry for the benetit 
surely can afford to give to the people $1,300,000 worth of relief if | of another, it would not be murder in the first degree. We have t) 
we in the same bill impose upon them $20,000,000 worth of burden in | highest precedent for such legislation. Im 1863, when the national-bank 
addition to that which they have heretofore borne and now bear; and | act was passed, a tax of 10 per cent. was imposed upon State currency 
[ ask the gentleman who has charge of this measure to accept this | for the avowed purpose of driving it out of circulation. Here was 
amendment. business tenfold greater than the manufacture of oleomargarine, an 

Sir, the fruit-growing regions of this country are for the most part | yet it was taxed out of existence. Would my friend from South Caro- 
situated in sections remote from easy, quick, and cheap transportation. | lina [Mr. TILLMAN] whom I see standing before me pronounce that 
It is impossible to market the fruit in kind, and every year when | legislation ‘‘protection gone mad?’’ Why, I venture to say that if h 
Providence blesses them with full crops in their orchards millions of | had been here then he would have so pronounced it. 
bushels of apples and peaches rot on the ground because they can not| Mr. TILLMAN. It was a war measure. 
be profitably utilized and marketed. The owners of these orchards are Mr. CASWELL. ‘The gentleman says it was a war measure, yet 
farmers, the profits of their orchards are in many instances the only | stands as a monument of the wisdom of the Congress that enacted it to 
little surplus they can make, and I submit to this House if it is right | the present day, as useful now asit was then. The peoplehad suffered 
and just to oppress this industry with this onerous tax long after all | all over the country by a depreciated currency, and the object in im- 
pressing necessity for it has passed away and “‘ fair delightful peace’’ | posing that tax was twofold—to protect the people from the losses they 
has for more than twenty years blessed our nation. The distillation | had constantly sustained from a depreciated State currency, and to tax 
of fruit does not affect the supply of breadstuffs by the consumption of | that currency out of existence so that the national-bank system might 
grain, asis sometimes argued by those who favor the tax on whisky, | be inaugurated 
but on the other hand it does increase materially the purchasing power But, sir, we are not driven io that extreme. Whocan say that the 
of the people, by converting into money that which would be otherwise | national Treasury does not need every dollar that is to be collected un- 
wasted. And I earnestly appeal to Representatives here to adopt this | der this bill? 
amendment, and it will be hailed as a harbinger of better times, and Mr. OATES. I will ask the gentleman from Wisconsin whicther 
thousands who are now vexed by the continual presence of the tax- | Congress has not the constitutional right to control the currency at any 
gatherer will rise up and ‘‘call you blessed.’’ rate? 

Sir, I honestly believe that by a proper adjustment of the tariff all Mr. CASWELL. If Congress has the right to control the currency, 
the revenue that is necessary for the proper expenses of government | we might still question, from the standpoint of my friend from A!:- 
can be had, and the whole internal-revenue system and tax abolished. | bama, its right to tax State-bank currency out of existence. 

But they say wecan notdothisallatonce. Then let us commence now But I desire not tobe diverted at this point from the line of my argu- 
and here, by abolishing the tax on brandy, which is the least profitable | ment. We are not driven to that extent in defending this measure. 
tothe Governmentof any branch of the internal-revenue tax, and which | Who shall say the Treasury does not need the money which will be de- 
is the product of the fruit thatis gathered from the trees, requiting but | rived from the taxation imposed in this bill? While there is a debt of 
little extra labor or care, and the people well think that itis extremely | seventeen hundred millions ing over us; while we are maintain- 
hard that the laws of man in a free country should prevent them from | ing a pension-roll of $60,000,000 or $70,000,000 a year; while we have 

a navy which would do dishonor to any fourth-class power, and while 


making it profitable in supplying the means of obtaining the necessaries 
the people of this country are waiting for a Congress that has the cour- 


of life for themselves and families. It is the experience of the bestand 1 
most observing men that live in the country where distilling iscarriedon, | age to raise sufficient revenues and build up a respectable navy; wiiile 
there is a party in power that threatens to inaugurate free trade au‘ 


so far as my acquaintance goes, that the laws imposing taxes and special 
deprive the Treasury of more than $100,000,000 annual) y—shall we say 


requirements do not tend to lessen the evil connected with it or to lessen L 
the evil growing outof the abuses of the useof liquor itself, but rather to | we may not need the slight increased revenue which will arise from 
the enactment of this law ? 


increase them. The frauds connected with the evasion of the law are ; 
among the greatest abuses of public morals. Oneof the temptationsof| The estimated expenses of the Government for the next year, as su! 
these frauds is the higher price which the article attains by reason of the | mitted by the administration to this Congress, exceeds by fifteen mil!- 
tax levied by the Government. Thuswehavethispicture. A richand | ions the estimated revenues, and every dollar likely to arise from thi- 
powerful Government tempting by themeans which it adopts in obtain- | taxation will be needed. , 

Mr. HUDD. Mr. Chairman, as the youngest child of the Hou~. 


ing its revenues its own poor, weak, and humblecitizens to the commis- 
dating from my admission to this floor, I can hardly ask to be voted « 


sionof crime. Now, who that is just, who that is honest, who that is | 
“— ;”? but I am perfectly willing to follow even a Moses from \'-- 


true, and who that loves his country does not wish to see such a system : 
abolished. Let us take the tax-gatherer from the doors of our people. sissippl, if he will vote with me on this measure. 
Mr. i , it has occurred to me that I shall have to oppose 0) 


Let them once more feel and realize that they live in the free country ve , 
of our fathers, and let us lay such a reasonable tribute upon foreign | amendment to reduce the 10 cents per pound tax as originally propos’ 
nations for the profit they enjoy in coming here and trading with our | by the Committee on Agriculture, though I shall vote for the bill eve" 
rich and growing country as will defray all the necessary expenses of | ifthetax bereduced. I should regret the reduction in fear that it migh 

our Government. Let us do this, instead of by extravagant legislation | not accomplish the object that I am free to — inclines me to the su) 
making necessary the present oppressive system of taxation. Now I | port of the measure under consideration, for I fly the flag of an intcn' 
appeal to the Democratic party to shake off the shackles of all selfish 
interest, and let us rise up and be more worthy of the enduring prin- 
ciples of the party to which we belong. Let us remove these vexatious 
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to destroy the manufacture of the noxious compound by taxing it 0\' 
of existence. For this we have the warrant of the Constitution as w«'! 
as the precedents of former Congresses, for when it was thought best | 











1886. 





the interest of a sound and enduring currency to tax the State banks 


out of existence all the people said then, as they will say now if this | 


act shall have the same effect, amen. 


I favor the principle of this bill in the interest of the preservation of | 
an honest industry as against a dishonest, counterfeit, and destructive 


process that may not be dignified as an industry, save as we are willing 
to affirm that the adulterers of a food are to be classed among the hon- 
est artisans of the land—that the frightful-looking bird of freedom, 
supposed to represcnt an eagle, engraved on the base coin will make 
it the equal of the genuine. Just as it may and does deceive the un- 
wary in coin, so does this compound called oleomargarine deceive the 
very elect in honest butter. 

The lawyers of this body have, I understand, admitted the constitu- 
tionality of the proposed law as coming under the general gift to Con- 
gress of taxation. With a long line of decisions in that direction no one 


would be hardy enough to deny our right of taxing this so-called com- | 


modity. Ifthat right were not found in the taxing power simply and 
plainly, then the entire oft-quoted section 8 of Article I of the Consti- 
tution of the United States furnishes the authority for our action, the 
further provision therein, ‘‘to provide for the common defense and 
general welfare of the United States,’ going hand in hand with tax- 
ation. 

Representing as I do on this floor a large constituency engaged in the 
dairying business, I, sir, could not go home and look an honest cow in 
the face failing to vote for and work for the passage of such a measure 
as we now have under consideration, and the hand of every honest man 


in my district would rise up against me, and justly, too, if I were der- | 


elict in this regard. 

Why, sir, one alone of the five great agricultural counties of my dis- 
trict, all of them being largely interested and engaged in the product of 
honest butter and wholesome cheese—Sheboygan County, of the State 
of Wisconsin—exported last year, over and above what was consumed 


at home and in various parts of the Union, a million dollars’ worth of 
herdairy products to Europe. 


suspicion of a hair in the same, together with its cheese, in the world’s 
great mart for dairy products, Liverpool, stands and is ranked A No. 1. 
Can I, can any wise or otherwise legislator here, fail to provide, if pos- 


sible, against any spurious article taking the place of this food that | 


came‘in with God (first Genesis), and is almost coeval with Eden, if we 


are to believe the record called Holy Writ; for it tells us that the Prom- | 
ised Land that was to gladden the weary waiting feet of old Israel was | 
flowing with milk and honey. No mention of cotton-seed oil, the fat | 
of dogs, or any biting acids that burn like—well, like sheol, which, I | 


believe is a new name for an oleomargarine factory, if all the revela- 


tions and assertions of the hot compounds that go into the product are | 


verities. 

Sir, they who would argue and charge this to be a measure in theline 
of protection, as we understand the line is politically defined between 
Republican protection and Democratic revenue reform and ultimate free 
trade, if you please, are much out of the way. This, as I claim to un- 
derstand it, is an act to prevent in the only way the Federal Congress 


can legislate in that direction a crime against the health and morals of 


the nation—for it is a crime against health to palm off a manufactured 
stuff as genuine butter, as is the ultimate result of the putting this com- 
pound on the market so far as the consumer is concerned, and it is the 
consumer we wish to protect, for the article is acknowledged here to be 
no more butter than that the truth isa lie, avice a virtue—it is a crime 
toadulterate a food or a drink or in the semblance.of an article of food 


made so as to correspond to the genuine for the purpose 6r that it may | 


allow of a deception being practiced in its sale or use. 
It is a moral wrong to allow, if we can prevent, the manufacture and 


use of this compound, as it lessens the standard of general honesty, as | 


does sm ga gathering in of immense profits without that honest 
toil or rt that we are told is the heritage of all, that in the sweat 
of his face man shall eat bread. 
Iam here called to notice the singular fact that on yesterday my col- 
league from Wisconsin [Mr. VAN ScHAICK] had sent to the Clerk’s 
and read a dispatch purporting to come from an assembly of the 
Knights of Labor in the metropolitan city of my State, Milwaukee, 


against the passage of this bill. It might seem strange at a first view 
that an organization presumably in the interest of honest Jabor should 


seek to even lend a hand in aid of a fraudulent industry, and that seen 
to be wholly in the interest of capital ill directed. But, sir, when we 


come to also remember that it is now an open secret that in many of | found that 10 cents bas not a 
the so-called labor organizations of the land unscrupulous capital and | 


some of the great corporations have managed to smuggle in or place their 
emissaries within the organizations, as we hear, if we do not now know, 
was the case in the late great strikes and labor trogbles of the East and 
West, we may not be surprised to find that the skilled manipulator is 
even there, in the interest of oleomargarine, to guide and direct men, 
honest in their non-directed view, well-meaning in their purpose, but 
counseled to wrong conclusion for a sinister purpose. While I have a 
high for the Knights of Labor of Milwaukee, many of them 
known to me to be honest and law-abiding citizens, still I 
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It isa proud fact for Wisconsin to know | 
that Sheboygan County butter, good butter, bald-headed butter, with no | 
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think I see the hand behind the curtain. It 
but the voice is that of a Jacob; tha 
| the original stock-broker of history 


the hand of Esau, 
tsame old Jacob who was in fact 
—the first man to attempt to water 
it or deal in margins, as witness his fraud on his anticipated father-in- 
law, who practiced oleomargarine tricks with the animal 
colored rods of trade for the 

regard to the morale of the t: 


may be 


kingdom and 
multiplication of his own profits without 

ion. Knightsof Labor! Why this 
bill is in the interest of and demanded by more tl illion of the 


janet 
1ISA¢ 


y ren 
1seven! 


veritable and original knights of labor. Yea, the very kings and princes 
of the toilers, the farmers of this great and broad land of ours—by the 
hands that scatter the seed, that guide the plow, the hands that feed 
| the world. 
Shall we give no heed to their cry for relief in this strait I am for 
this bill as it came from the committee because it is demanded in the 
| interest of genv-ral and national honesty, and because it is for the dis- 
comfiture of the sham, the fraudulent, the unhealthy compound that 


| . . 

has been described by the master of the poets, he who wrot 
| mar has, the minutesof nat 
} 
j 
i 


» as no other 


ire—Shakespeare. As weare under obliga- 






lation to the distinguished gentleman from Iowa | Mr. HENDERSON } in 
calling our attention to the ** hell-broth’’ made by the witches in Ma 
beth, and as it was said in that connection, in that self-same play, by 
| the same disgusting hags of evil, in contemplation of the regicide they 
| saluted—so say we, or should say, all of us: Oleomargarine! hail and 





| farewell! 

[During the delivery of the foregoing remarks, when Mr. Hupp’s 
five minutes had expired, Mr. Price obtained the floor and yielded 
his time to Mr. Hupp, who then concluded his specch. | 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a question of privilege—tl 
privilege of not being classed with any set of men whose convictions 
are at all ‘‘ mixed’? upon the question now under consideration—the 
privilege, to be more specific, of not going into the REcorD in this de- 
bate as from the State of Pennsylvania, as yesterday’s issue, on page 
5008, in giving remarks of the gentleman from Illinois | Mr. Hirr}, 
puts me. Ordinarily, sir, I might not object to being credited to the 
grand old State of Pennsylvania—the State of ‘‘ brotherly love,’ the 
nobility and hospitality of whose people are proverbial; but I can not 
permit it in this connection, for the reason that her Representatives on 
| this floor are somewhat ‘‘ mixed’’ on this question of oleomargarine, 
some of them showing a strange disposition to pay their devotions at 
the shrine of this myriad monster, this mixed mystery of the modern 
magician. Henee, l askthat the RecorD at the point I have indicated 
may be corrected and that I may be credited where I belong. 

Mr. KELLEY. Pennsylvania makes no objection. [Laughter. } 

Mr. GROUT. [thank you, sir. Mr. Chairman, only for the kind 
| consent of the distinguished gentleman it might have been difficult. 
| Mr. BAYNE. My friend will allow me to suggest that when the 

vote shall be taken on this bill it will be found that the Representa- 
tives of Pennsylvania are not very much ‘‘mixed.”’ 

Mr. GROUT. Very likely; but I want to be credited where I be- 
long, since Judge KELLEY is willing I should be; and that is to the little 
but constant State of Vermont, whose people neither make nor cat oleo- 
margarine, but do make 25,000,000 pounds of butter annually, with 
which you may butter your bread and not feel under the knife-blade 
as you do it the wiggling kick of a million animalcules. [ Laughter. | 

But, since the gentleman from Pennsylvania, my friend Colone! 
BAYNE, speaks hopefully of the Pennsylvania delegation, let me ask 
that this correction be made without prejudice to him and without 
prejudice also to all others of that delegation who prefer butter to oleo- 
margarine. { Applause. | 

The CHAIRMAN. 
as withdrawn. 

Mr. BLAND. I move to amend by striking out the last two words. 
Mr. Chairman, I believe I represent an agricultural constituency; and 
I may have some direct personal interest in the subject before the com- 
mittee. Certainly, Mr. Chairman, we should consider the effect this 
bill will have, or, in other words, whether it will accomplish the end 
intended. If the manufacturers of oleomargarine can pay the license 
of 10 cents a pound and still survive, what have we accomplished? 
We have simply licensed and taxed and authorized the manufacturer to 
come into competition with the manufacturer of pure butter; and 
therefore instead of having accomplished the purpose designed we have 
simply authorized monopolies to extend that competition. Soin my 
mind it may become a question whether the bill should not increase 
the tax on oleomargarine to such extent as will crush it out if it be 
complished that purpose. 
Then, Mr. Chairman, the question arises whether it 
done, and if it is not a proper matter to be here, whether it is 

proper matter for the States to regulate and not for Congress. 
| So it does seem to me inso much as it is admitted on all sides, so fax 
1 as the mere question of revenue is concerned, that it is not a public 
| necessity at this time, and the revenue feature in the bill, if there at 
all, must be for the purpose of suppressing the manufacture of oleo- 
margarine, I will suggest it is not high enough for that purpose, If 
you do not suppress it and it survives you say to these parties, we allow 
this manufacture to exist by exacting a tax from it, and therefore you 


! 


The Chair will consider all formal amendment 


ee 


is proper to be 
nota 
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can go on with your competition with the manufacture of pure butter, 
as we have nothing todo with that. In that view of the bill it has not 
accomplished its purpose. 

It seems to me that we should deal fairly and squarely with this sub- 
ject. Ifit is simply intended to require those interested in the manu- 
facture of it, oleomargarine or butterine—and I believe that is all the 
farmers of the country do require—shall place it upon the market 
branded for what it is, and nothing else. Now, the amendment of my 
colleague [Mr. WARNER] provides, where it is manufactured as such, 
where it is marked as such and for what it is worth, after it has been 
examined and found not to be deleterious, it shall be allowed to be sold, 
and that is all we should do. If weare proceeding upon the theory we 
are only to protect the farmer, that will protect him against fraud; 
but if we propose to suppress the thing altogether, 10cents a pound will 
not doit. I am in favor of rooting out this fraudulent composition, yet 
I may have to vote for the bill, although I do not want to be considered 
as in favor of it unless it can be amended. I believe the true theory 
and the true doctrine to be incorporated in this bill is simply that this 
article shall go upon the market and be sold for precisely what it is, so 
as to let the purchaser have the choice between oleomargarine and pure 
butter. Then there is not an honest farmer in the land that will ask 
for anything else. 

I am quite satisfied the amendment of my colleague will have this 
effect and make this bill what it ought to be, a true and honest bill in 
favor of honest competition and against fraud. And that is all we 
ought to ask. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STONE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, it is always distaste- 
ful to an honorable man to adopt the method of a jockey, although he 
sometimes may be forced to do it by stress of circumstance. I object 
to this bill as it stands because it is equivocal, because it looks one way 
and goes the other, because it pretends to be in the interest of revenue, 
and yet upon the declaration of its friends is in the interest of an ex- 
isting industry. I suggest any legislation of that sort which is two- 
fold in its character, which is deceptive in its character, ought not to 
be adopted unless there is a feeling on the part of this House there is 
a public exigency which makes it necessary. 

It is said this bill resembles the law passed some years ago imposing 
a tax of 10 per cent. on State banks. In some respects it does. That 
law was proper to pass, because it was believed to be absolutely neces- 
sary in the interest of the public service to preserve the purity of the 
national currency and give effect to the doctrine of the country in re- 
spect to our national banks. And although the law itself, as an ab- 
stract proposition, might be open to objection, it was sustained and 
defended because of the great reasons of public policy underlying it. 
But we propose now in this bill to pass a law nominally in the interest 
of revenue, butin reality, in fact, to protect the dairy industry of the 
country against another industry of the country. And to show pre- 
cisely the object of the bill I wish to refer to a statement made onl 
a day or two ago by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE], 
who, in the earnestness of the moment, stated precisely the purposes 
and objects of the bill when he said that if you reduce this tax from 10 
cents te 2 cents a pound you will fail in your object; then oleomarga- 
rine can be so manufactured that it will drive butter out of the market. 

Now, sir, that confession, to wit, that oleomargarine, if only sub- 
jected to a tax of 2 cents, will drive honest butter out of the market, is 
a distinct admission to the effect that in order to protect the dairy in- 
terests of the country in the manner proposed it becomes necessary to 
destroy entirely that important branch of industry known as the man- 
ufacture of oleomargarine; and it is because I believe that to be the nec- 
essary effect, as the bill now stands, without the several amendments 
to which reference has been made, that Iam op to it in its present 
shape. If it can be so framed, as suggested by the Representative from 
Missouri, that it shall be limited in its operation and effect to oleomar- 
garine simply when intended to be put upon the market as butter, and 
apply only to that part of the industry which is a fraud, then I am quite 
willing to support it, and I trust the tative from Missouri will 
so frame his amendmentas to put that matter beyond all possible doubt, 
because as the bill now stands, if he will allow me a moment or two, it 
is subject toa very serious criticism. I submit that a fair construction 
of the bill will apply to every manufacturer of oleomargarine, whether 
it be intended as a fraud upon butter or as an honest product, because 
thesecond section of the bill, if he will listen fora moment, declares that 
certain manufactured compounds shall be designated as oleomargarine. 

This section provides as follows: 

Sec. 2. That for the purposes of this act certain manufactured substances, cer- 
tain extracts, and certain mixtures and compounds, including such mixtures 
and compounds with butter, shall be known and designated as “ o] 
rine,” or All su lore known as o) ine, oleo, oleo- 
margarine oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and neutral; all mixtures and com- 


pou of oleomargarine, oleo, oleomargarine oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and 
neutral— 


Which are to be recognized as oleomargarine. Then comes thesecond 
classification, ‘‘all lard extracts and tallow extracts,’”’ &c., and then a 
semicolon, showing a distinct division; and following that: 


And all mixtures and compounds of tallow, beef fat, suet, lard, lard oil, veget- 
able oil, annotto, and other Solering matter, \nsootindl fat, and offal fat—- 


To which are also added the words: 
made in imitation or semblance of butter, or calculated-or intended to be us, a 
as butter or for butter. 

Now it seems to me the construction would be that these last wordc 
qualifying the paragraph would refer only to that class which is speci. 
fied in the third subdivision following the last semicolon. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Mr. Chairman, I have listened with profound 
interest to the discussion of this subject and have been surprised by the 
invective and passionate declamation which have been indulged py 
honorable members. The question whether oleomargarine or imitation 
butter made in the form, flavor, and likeness of the genuine article. 
which is the product of the dairy, but does not possess its ingredients, 
should be subject to taxation, is purely economic and ought to be con. 
sidered as any other economic question, from the high plane of reason 
and of public policy. 

Every lawmaker in deciding what his course should be with refer- 
ence to questions requiring his action should first apply to it the test 
of the Constitution. The present measure which has been reported 
favorably by the Committee on Agriculture will stand this test. Its 
constitutionality can not bedoubted. Thelanguage of the Constitution 
is as plain as the letters of the alphabet. Section 8, Article I of the 
Constitution says that ‘*Cezgress shall have power to lay and collect 
taxes,’’? &e. The power being conceded, then, its exercise in the par- 
ticular case under consideration becomes simply a question of public 
policy and expediency. I am supporting the bill for the reason that it 
is sound public policy and therefore expedient. 

I do not agree with those who support it simply as a measure of pro- 
tection to any other article with which imitation butter comes into com- 
petition. The primary object of the grant of power to impose taxation 
is not for protection to favored classes, but to raise revenue for the sup- 
port of the Government. A revenue tax upon any article, whether di- 
rect or upon imported goods, affords incidental protection. It is an 
inevitable consequence, and is not in conflict with the Constitution. 
The proposed tax upon imitation butter will incidentally protect a very 
large and growing branch of the agricultural industry which affords 
sustenance and support to every other avocation. Agriculture is the 
fundamental source of the country’s wealth. Whatever benefits agri- 
culture contributes to the country’s prosperity and greatness. While 
the bill will afford incidental protection to the stock-raising and dairy- 
producing class of farmers, it will not tax imitation butter out of exist- 
ence. The cost of producing this article is trifling in consequence of 
the cheapness of the materials from which it is manufactured. The 
cost of manufactvring it is estimated at 7centsa pound. Add a tax of 
10 cents and it will be puton the market at 17 cents a pound. I have be- 
fore me a circular of an imitation-butter manufacturer proposing to fur- 
nish itat 10 centsa pound. Itis known that genuine butter—the prod- 
uct of the dairy—can not be made for less than 25 cents a pound with 
fair profit tothe producer. This will leave a margin of reasonable protit 
to the manufacturer and handler of the imitation article. It will secure 
life to the former industry, and will not destroy the latter. 

I base my support of the bill upon the ground that it is a tax for 
revenue, and not for protection or prohibition. In round numbers the 
annual expenditures of the Government are $300,000,000 a year. The 
party of which I am a member is pledged to reduce this expenditure 
to the lowest figure compatible with the efficient administration of the 
Government, But, nevertheless, the money must be raised for its sup- 
port. It can be done only by taxation, and the burden should be so im- 
posed as to bear as lightly and as equitably as possible upon the people. 
A tax upon pretended butter would fall principally upon its wealthy 
manufacturers, who under existing laws are untaxed. A single firm is 
said to realize a profit of a million dollarsannually. This princely rev- 
enue is derived from the toiling people of the country, who, in consuming 
the article, are doing so in the belief that it is genuine butter. I would 
prefer that the tax should be fixed at 6 cents a pound. That would 
yield an annual revenue of $12,000,000. A tax of 10 cents a pound 
would yield $20,000,000. In imposing this tax sound policy would 
dictate a corresponding reduction upon the absolute and indispensable 
necessaries of life, such articles of food as and salt, and of the 
implements of labor, machinery, farming mechanical tools, and 
wearing . The imposition of the tax, while thus incidentally 
benefiting a great and growing industry, and reducing the cost of arti- 
cles of absolute necessity, would involve but small cost in its collec- 
tion. The internal-revenue law, which will remain in force as long as 
it is expedient to tax distilled spirits and tobacco, provides the necessary 

It seems to have been overlooked that the proposed tax applies only 
to imitation or fraudulent butter, not to an article which sails under 
its own colors. s 

I have not based my supportof the bill upon the ground assumed by 
some of its advocates that is a fraud; that the materials 
of which it is composed render it deleterious to public health, and that 
it should be taxed out of existence for that reason upen the same prin- 
ciple on which laws are passed to establish a national board of health, 
and to prevent the introduction and of diseases destructive to 
human life, That is a domain upon which I do not choose to go. Its 
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qualities, whether wholesome or pernicious, do not enter into the con- 
sideration of the subject as far as I am concerned. The testimony and 
the arguments a this point are widely divergent. Mr. Armour, of 
Chicago, the leading member of the largest oleomargarine firm in the 
quntry, makes the following statement, under oath, of the materials 
and methods employed by his company in its manufacture: 


sraTE oF ILirNnors, Cook County, ss: 

philip D. Armour, being first duly sworn, deposesand says that he is a resident 
of the city ae in the State of Lilinois, and that he is a member of the firm 

mour 5 

“Sepenent further says that said firm of Armour & Co., in the course of their 
business, makes and sells oleomargarine and butterine, and that this deponent 
knows of his own knowledge the materials and the methods used by said firm 
in the making of said products. They are as follows: 


METHODS OF MANUFACTURE, 


The fat is taken from the cattle in the process of slaughtering, and after thor- 
ough washing is in a bath of clean, cold water and surrounded with ice, 
where it isallowed to remain until all animal heat has been removed. It is then 
cut into small eisens by machinery and cooked at a temperature of about 150° 
until the fat in liquid form has separated from the fibrine or tissue; then settled 
until it is perfectly clear. Then itis drawn into graining vats and allowed to 
stand aday, when it is ready for the presses. The pressing extracts thestearine 
jeaving the remaining product, which is commercially known as oleo oil, which, 
when churned with cream or milk, or both, and with usually a proportion of 
creamery butter, the whole being properly salted, gives the new food product, 


ol ne. 

In making butterine we use neutral lard, which is made from selected leaf lard 
in avery manner to oleo oil, excepting that no stearine is extracted. 
This neutral lard is cured in salt brine for forty-eight to seventy hours at an ice- 
water temperature, It is then taken and, with the desired proportion of oleo 
oil and fine butter, is churned with cream and milk, producing an article which, 
when properly salted and packed, is ready for market. 

In both cases coloring matter is used which is the same as that used by dairy- 
men to color their butter. At certain seasons of the year, namely, in cold 
weather, a small quantity of salad oil made from cotton seed is used to soften 
the texture of the product, but this is not generally used by us. 

t further says that no other material or substance except as above 
stated is used by Armour & Co. in making oleomargarine or butterine. 


If this compound is not sold as butter the bill does not tax it. It 
taxes only the article which purports to be butter and bears its sem- 
blance but is not what it is represented to be. 

On the other hand, the following testimony as to the deleterious quali- 
ties of the imitation article as food are submitted by the distinguished 

tleman from Minnesota [Mr. WHITE] in his argument in support 
of the bill: 


The following is a list, taken from the patents recorded in the Patent Officea 
Washington, of the ingredients claimed to be used in the manufacture of this 
artice. Manufacturers deny that they use all the ingredients named in these 


patents, but it is certainly not unfair to assume that when they mention a cer- 
tain ingredient in their application for a patent, as necessary for its making, they 
actually use it. This list was obtained officially from the Patent Office by Assist- 
ant State Dairy Commissioner Van Valkenburgh, of New York: 

Nitric acid, ae of lead, sulphate of lime, benzoic acid, butyric acid, glyce- 
ine, capsic f 


rine, acid, commercial sulphuric acid, tallow, butyric ether, castor oil, 
eaul, juice, curcumine, chlorate of potash, peroxide of magnesia, nitrate 
of blood albumen, saltpeter, borax, orris root, bicarbonate of soda, 
eaparic sulphite of soda, pepsin, lard, caustic potash, chalk, oi! of sesame 
(or benne), turnip-seed oil, oil of sweet almonds, stomach of pigs, sheep, or 
ealves, m oil, bicarbonate of potash, boracic acid, salicylic acid, cot- 


oil, alum, cows’ udders, sal soda, farinaceous flour, carbolic acid, slip- 
pery elm bark, olive oil, broma chloralum, oil of peanuts, sugar, caustic soda. 

It is not sought to show that al! these ingredients are used ina single process, 
but the fact is established that nitric acid is used in all, and it is probable that 
the other acids named are employed when the most powerful agents are neces- 
sary for deodorizing putrid or diseased fats. 

* * . * x * = 

Professor Clark, of Albany, made a specialty of the physiological features of 

his subject, making experiments in digestion and microscopical investigations, 


and in other ways showing the importance to public health of a thorough 
saewst of what enters into any food product. Asa result of his researches 


at the conclusion that cleomargarine is unwholesome and dangerous 
to health for four reasons: First, because it is indigestible ; second, because it is 
insoluble when made from animal fats; third, that it is liable to carry the germs 
of disease into the human system; and fourth,that in the eagerness of manu- 
facturers to produce their —_ compounds cheaply, they are tempted to use 
ingredients which are det: ntal to the health of the consumer. 

* * . * * 


* 

When Dr. H. A. Pooler, president of the board of health in Goshen, Orange 
County, was he was asked what nitric acid was and how it affected 
the human system, This question was suggested by previous testimony as to 
the use of nitric acid in the manufacture of oleomargarine. Dr. Pooler re- 

“Nitrie acid is produced by the action of sulphuric acid upon nitrate of po- 
tassa, about equal parts; it isa powerful caustic ; it destroys animal tissue rapidly 
and almost irreparably when it comesin contact with it; upon animal fat it de- 
stroys the tissue, and it by destroyingitssmell. Itisalso a preserva- 
tive, in a measure, Undoubtedly substances submitted to the action of nitric 
acid would not be decomposed so aaty as those which had not been submit- 
ted to it; but the acid would affect the di ve organs very seriously. Upon 
the human stomach itisadeadly poison when taken in overdoses. When taken 
in a diluted form not sufficient to cause death, and taken for any length of time, 
Sine similar effects to that of mercury. The teeth at first become whiter, 
, and then become loose; it stimulates the excessive flow of se- 

the system generally. Its caustic 


i 


roperties are so great 
it destroys the tissue and impairs the circulation. ere a person loses a 
onan egpa because of the accumulation of the acid around the 

cuts off the circulation which supplies the nail, consequently 

r want of proper nourishment. The acid has to be 

in order to be safe in any degree as a remedy. In its pure form it is 
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Nachtrieb, of the State University of Minnesota, found by an 
of what was sold for butter in Minneapolis at retail this yea. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 
PROFESSOR NACHTRIEB'’S REPORT 

The following is an extract from the illustrated report of Professor Nachtrieb, 
of the State University, to the dairy commission, of the samples of butterine 
given him for microscopical examination : 

“The examination of these samples was by no means exhaustive, and they 
would probably yield much more than the accompanying figures indicate. 
The best and cleanest looking sample had a butter odor and taste,and would 
readily pass for butter. It had a very small variety of living organisms, but a 
great many spores, which, under favorable conditions, have no doubt would 
have germinated. It also contained masses of dead mold, bits of celiulous 
wood, various colored particles, shreds of hair, bristles, &c. The other two sam- 
ples teemed with life and yielded microscopic preparations of the molds and 
bacteria that would have gladdened the heart of the student of biology. The 
microscope revealed the fact that the greatest variety of life existed in the in- 
ner portion of these samples, and that the outer portions contained the greatest 
quantity of active bacteria. The animals found in the butterine belong to the 
type of protozoa. Doubtful portions of worms were also noticed. Many of the 
protozoa, under favorable conditions, pass into an encysted stage or develop 
spores within protected capsules, and in these conditions lie dormant till the 
environment is again favorable ; and it can hardly be doubted that some of the 
many spores found in these butterines were merely in a dormant state. The 
great‘aumber and variety of organisms found in the samples indicate the use 
of foul water and a criminal filthy process in making it. There can not be the 
slightest doubt that the person who eats so promiscuous and so lively a mixture 
as the butterine examined is running great risk, morally as well as physically. 
The peace and happiness of future generations is greatly involved in the life of 
the present generation. By indulging in our home articles of food filed with 
spores and seeds of the various classes of the lower organisms we are increasing 
the dangers of parasitism. Spores that now are harmless, may, by gradual 
adaptation, through more or less circuitous routes, become inimical to the health 
and happiness of countless millions.” 


I present the foregoing affidavit of the leading oleomargarine manu- 
facturer on the one hand, and of scientists and specialists on the other 
in regard to the materials that enter into the production of imitation 
butter without expressing an opinion of my own, or without entering 
upon the question whether a prohibitory tax should be imposed upon 
it for the suppression of fraud and the preservation of the public health. 
I have based my advocacy of the measure upon stronger and unques- 
tionably constitutional grounds. If, by imposing the tax in the exer- 
cise of its sovereign power, without invading the rights of any class, the 
Government should lighten and equalize the burdens of taxation, and 
at the same time afford incidental benefit to the great agricultural in- 
dustry for the relief of which so little bas been done, and from which 
it chiefly derives its revenues, the true economist and patriot will have 
cause to rejoice. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
evidently does not understand what the Knights of Labor want in re- 
gard to this question. The Knightsof Labor in my ownState are like 
all other people. They have the same needs as other people; and sim- 
ply because they are laboring men they none the less want good food; 
and it seems to me it isan insult to them and to every class of working- 
men in this country to assume that they want the cheap and the nasty. 

Indeed, it is not certain that they will get even cheap food by the 
free sale of oleomargarine, to say nothing of its being bad. Upon this 
point gentlemen on the other side do not agree among themselves. 
While some of them assert that since the invention of oleomargarine 
the price of butter has been cheapened, others say that it has been all 
the time growing dearer. 

I was glad to hear my friend from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL] so elo- 
quently and truthfully state the position of the Republican party upon 
the tariff question in his speech this morning: ‘‘ in America, each for 
all, all for each, but America against the world.’’ That, gentlemen, 
is the doctrine of the Republican party. 

It is a grand and patriotic doctrine, grand and patriotic as the record 
of this great party which saved the Union, arecord which I stand here 
to say makes the proudest pages in American history. And, Mr. Chair- 
man, we do not abate one jot or one tittle of that doctrine or cast any 
stain upon that record in supporting this bill. I hope the gentleman 
from Virginia himself, when the tariff question shall come before this 
House to be discussed, will stand by the proposition: ‘‘ In America, 
each for all, all for each, but America against the world.’’ 

We shall be glad to welcome the powerful aid of the gentleman in 
favor of this good Republican doctrine, which is the fundamental prin- 
ciple upon which the American revenue system rests. If he will heartily 
embrace and earnestly practice, wherever it applies, this doctrineso well 
stated in his own words for all that those words signify, he may be as 
valiant and useful a Republican as the best of us, and become the chief 
corner-stone of the edifice of protection. I repeat, we depart not at all 
from this doctrine in supporting this bill, neither in raising revenue 
upon oleomargarine, a compound whose reputation is as unsavory as 
some of its ingredients, nor in protecting against it the honest, health- 
ful product of the farmer. 

Over and over again it has been assumed here that this is a bill to de- 
stroy one industry in the interest of another. Indeed, this comprises 
the entire argument upon the other side, except what is said against in- 
ternal-revenue taxes. If it were true I would not support the bill, but 
while gentlemen assume that oleomargarine is pure, we shun it because 
it is put forth under a false name, and that fact makes a prima facie case 
against it. Hence the burden of proof is upon its friends to show that 
it is pure. 


How do they undertake to do this? They say that some samples of 
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the best manufacturers have been tested and shown to be 
what of all the rest? Have we any assurance that it will 
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be like the samples ? Indeed, have we not a right to assume that in YEAS—190. 

this respect, as well as in stealing a name which never belonged to it, | Adams,G. F. Ely, Taffoon, 

fraud has been practiced ? Allen, C, H. Ermentrout, La Follette, 
a : ; Allen, J. M. Evans Laird 

My friend from Indiana [Mr. BROWNE] says that the manufacturers | Anderson,C.M. Everhart, Landes, 
themselves say it is pure, and they ought to know. I agree theyought | Anderson, J. A. Farquhar, Janham, 
to know. I have no doubt they do know; nor have I any doubt that | }{cinse". An ey a. 
the thief arraigned at the bar of justice for larceny, and who says he | Barbour Fleeger, Levering. 
is innocent, ought to know and does know what the fact is, but who | Barksdale Ford, Lowry, 
takes his word for it? Repne eerney mee, 

Mr. Chairman, I favor this bill for the purpose of raising revenue. | Beach, Fuller, — Maybury, 

I would like tohaveany gentleman tell me why aninternal revenucisan | Bennett Funston, McAdoo, 
infernal revenue, as it has been called by gentlemen in this House, un- cont, Gallinger, Mokena’ 
less it is so styled because it is in part laid upon an infernal business. | Boutelic, Geddes, McKinley, 

It is certainly within the jurisdiction of Congress to levy taxes where | Boyle, Glass, MeMillin, 
they will bear most lightly upon the people. _It is patriotic and sound | #797: Green, = oe, 
policy so tolevythem. Can any taxes be less burdensome to the people | Breckinridge, C. R. Grout, Mills, - 
than those which are imposed upon such harmful luxuries as whisky | Breckinrid prone Hale, Moffatt, 
and tobacco and an article of food which is an unwholesome counter- ee z a ———. 
feit? Buchanan, Harris, — Morrison, 

Is an excise tax more unequal and unfair than a tax by duties upon | Buck, Hatch, Morrow, 
imports unless the latter be so laid as to protect our home industries | Ruane. Hea apes 
and the wages of our workingmen? It is objected tq on the ground | Campbell, J.M Henderson, D. B. Neece, 
that it necessarily creates a system of espionage repulsive to our people. | Candler, Henderson,J.S. Oates, 

So does every form of taxation. The income tax did it, the tariff does | E2320". Hepbacn Sanat 
it. If the marshal and his deputies invade the premises of the dis- | Caswell, Herman, Parker, - 
tiller, the manufacturer, and the dealer, sodo collectors of customs and | Catchings, Hiestand Payne, 
their subordinates board our vessels, examine their into | Gon? aioe — 
and ransack our trunks, and even go through the apparel of people sus- | Compton, Hiscock, Perkins, 
pected of having smuggled goods concealed about their Conger, Hitt, Pettibone, 

I am an uncompromising protectionist. I believe that every Ameri- a Hopkins tm od 
can industry which is honest and useful should be protected against for- | Cris). Howard, Pindar,’ 
eign competition until it shall have attained such strength as to be able | Culberson — Plumb, 
to stand alone and unaided against its rivals beyond our own country; | Panic! sue, 

port, ees F.A. . Randall, 
and that he who opposes this doctrine is, though it be unwittingly, an | Davidson, A.C. Johnston, J.T. 
enemy to the people and, as a consequence, to the welfare of his coun Dawson, Johnston, T. D. R n, 

But I am not a protectionist ran mad. I am not so pregnant with Eldredge cae io 
fear that every ill wind will blow our protective system over that I de- | Elisherry, Keteliam, Rowell 
sire to brace it up with fictitious props. are much faith in its in- NAYS—1L 
trinsic strength that I am sure it can stand upon its own feet. I have 
so much faith in the wisdom and patriotism cf the people that I believe Gampbell, Felix ay, eat Miller” 
they will stand by the laws which protect their industries and give fair | Dargan, Hemphill, Forey. 
wages and dignity to labor. Protection does not lean upon crutches; NOT VOTING—121. 
it does not require that-we should allow whisky, tobacco, and a vicious | adams, J.J Doekery, Libbey, 
mixture of unknown ingredients to go untaxed and have free course | Aiken, y, Little, 
and be glorified that it may not fall to the ground. Arnot, —"" awn, 

It is said upon the other side that we do not need the revenue which | Belmont, ’ Eden, Louttit, 
this bill will give us. I have not the time to go fully into the discus- | Bi Findlay, Markham, 
sion of that subject now. It is sufficient for the present to say that so | Blanchard, Gibess. C.H ow ol 
long as we owe $1,400,000,000 and are paying $50,000,000 as annual in- | Biount, Gibson; McRae, 
terest upon that debt we have an ample opportunity to make a good | Brown, W.W Gilfillan Merriman, 
use of all our revenues, and a government, like an individual, can never | Bivicigh pm aa ee, 
be burdened with a surplus income so long as all that comes into its | Burnes.” Grosvenor, Negiey, 
coffers is not sufficient to both meet its necessary expenditures and pay or a, — ~ 
its debts. , enbadl , . 

{Here the hammer fell. ] Le oo, oneit’ Charles 

Mr. HATCH. There are several amendments pending to this sec- | Campbell,J.E. Hayden, “s O'Neill, J.J. 
tion which have been discussed and rediscussed, and there are gentle- a. —" Outh waite, 
men who desire to offer other amendments, which can not be done until | Ciements, Hewitt, Owen, 
votes are taken on the amendments. I ask unanimous consent | Cole, — Peters, 
that - il debate upon the ing amendments to this section may be | Comstee*, a an 
considered as closed, and that we proceed to take the vote on those ’ 





amendments. 


The CHAIRMAN. That will not prevent other amendments being | Gurtin: 
oered and debated. —" : 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I object. Dibble, 
Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee rise. Dingley, 


The motion was agreed to. 
The committee y rose; and the § having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER that the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the 
bill H. R. 8328, had come to no resolution thereon. 


Mr. HATCH. I move that the House now resolve itself into Com- 


Reese, 
Rice, 
, Riggs, 
Lawler, Robertson, 
Le Fevre, Rogers, 


So the motion to limit debate was agreed to. 
Mr. ERMENTROUT. I ask unanimous consent to dispense wit) the 
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The question was taken; and there were—yeas 190, nays 11, ),, 
ing 121; as follows: 


Ryan 
Sadler, 
Sayers 
Scott, 
Seranton, 
Sessions, 
Seymour 
Shaw, 
Singleto: 
Skinner 
Smalls, 
Snyder 
Sowden 
Spooner 
Sprigg 

Spring er 
Stahinecke: 
ee. 
Stewart, Charles 
Stone, E. F 
Stone, W.J.. Ky 
Storm, 
Strait, 
Swope 
Symes, 
Taylor, E.b 
Taylor,!.H 
Taylor, J.M 
Taylor, Zaci 
Throck morto 
Townshend 
Van Schaick 
Wade, 
Wait, 
Ward, T.B 
Warner, W iliiam 
Weaver, A.! 
Weber, 
Wellborn 
Wheeler, 
White, A. 
White, Milo 
Whiting, 
Wilkins, 
Willis, 
Wolford 


Tillman, 
Turner. 


Sawyer, 


Woodburn, 
Worthingto: 


mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the further | The following pairs announced until further notice 
consideration of bills raising revenue. And pendingthat motionI move | Mr. Cameens, a, with Mr. GUENTHER. 
that all debate upon the pending amendments tosection 8 be closed in| Mr. REID, of Carolina, r. RICE. 
“Thoaunt be ken, the Speaker stated that the ‘ seemed sie looms, af — with Mr. HAYDEN. 

e question being ta ‘ayes’ r. > r. 
to have it nares ea Mr. Hutton with Mr, Prrce. 

r. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I call for a division. _ EDEN with Mr. Warr. 


The House divided: and there were—ayes 97, noes 8. 
Mr. GIBSON, of West No quorum. 

Mr. HATCH. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 





Mr. JoxEs, of Alabama, with Mr. Bur.eian. 
Mr. Cote with Mr. THoMAS, of Illinois. 

Mr. WINANs with Mr. Hovuxk. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, with Mr. Grosvenor. 
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Mr. MircHEeLi with Mr. Gorr. 
Mr. ARwor with Mr. DAVIS. — 
the pending bill, Mr. DAVIs against it. 
Mr. DrspLe with Mr. LittLr. 
against this bill. 
“Mr. ForAN with Mr. Lona. ; : 

Mr. Le Fevrewith Mr. O’Net.t, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Le PEVRE 
would vote for the bill and Mr. O’ NEILL against it. 

Mr. DovGHERTY with Mr. McComas. Mr. McComas would vote 
for the bill and Mr. DOUGHERTY against it. 

Mr. VIELE with Mr. LAIRD. 
the passage of this bill. 

The following were also announced: 

Mr. Brount with Mr. Burrows, for the remainder of this week, on 
all questions touching the pending bill. Mr. BLounT would vote against 
the bill and Mr. BurRows for it. biG. 

Mr. TARSNEY with Mr. CutcHEon, on this bill. 


Mr. KercwaM with Mr. FrnpLAy, on this bill for to-day. Mr. 
KercHam would vote for, and Mr. FINDLAY against the bill. 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa, with Mr. WApsworrtn, for this day. Mr. 


WEAVER would vote for the pending bill. 

Mr. Witson with Mr. StRuBLE. Mr. STruBLE would vote for the 
pill and Mr. WILson against it. 

Mr. Tucker with Mr. STEWART, of Vermont, for this day. 

Mr. Brown, of Pennsylvania, with Mr. Hewitt, until Tuesday next 
on this bill. If t, Mr. BkRowN would vote for the proposition to 
amend the bill by reducing the tax to a point as low as 2 cents a pound, 
and, on the final would vote for the bill. 

Mr. DockERY with Mr. MORRILL, from May 29 till June 2. 

Mr. Matson with Mr. Browne, of Indiana, from Saturday, May 
29, until Wednesday, June 2, inclusive. 

Mr. Bynum with Mr. OWEN, on this bill. 

Mr. WoopsuRN with Mr. Lourtrirt, on this bill. 
would vote for and Mr. LouTrTit against it. 

Mr. Peters with Mr. TURNER, on this bill. 
vote ‘ay? and Mr. TURNER ‘‘ no.”’ 

Mr. GLoveR with Mr. ADAMs, of New York, on this bill. If pres- 
ent, Mr. GLOVER would. vote for the bill and Mr. ADAMs against it. 

Mr. HALSELL with Mr. THompson, for this day. 

Mr. McRAk with Mr. WAKEFIELD, for this day. 

Mr. Hexspert with Mr. Buck, for this day. 

Mr. Dawson with Mr. WADE, for the remainder of this day. 

Mr. WARD, of Illinois, with Mr. WIsE, on this vote. 

Mr. Croxton with Mr. THomas, of Wisconsin, on this vote. 

Mr. MULLER with Mr. WEsT, for this day. 

Mr. VAN EATON with Mr. HANBACK, on this vote. 

Mr. DowDNFyY with Mr. MARKHAM, for this day. 

Mr. Buiss with Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois, for this day. 
ent, Mr. HENDERSON would vote for this bill. 

Mr. Gay with Mr. BincHAM, for this day. 

Mr. FORAN. Mr. Speaker, I am paired with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Lone], but as I was given to understand that he 
was present I voted. I find now that he is not present, so I withdraw 
my vote. 

Mr. STEWART, of Vermont. Mr. Speaker, if Iam not necessary to 
make a quorum I desire to withdraw my vote. 

The SPEAKER. There isa quorum without the gentleman. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, Iam paired with my col- 
league [Mr. Matson] on the final vote on this bill, but not on prelim- 
inary votes. For that reason I have voted, and for the additional rea- 
son that if Mr. MATSON were present he would give the same vote that 
Thave given. 

Mr. by unanimous consent, obtained leave of absence for 
the rest of the day, on account of indisposition. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is agreed to, and debate on the amend- 
ments to section 8 of the bill is limited to one minute. The 
1 now is on the motion that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was to. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the for the further consideration of revenue bills, 


Mr. WoopBuRN 


Mr. PETERS would 


If pres- 


I 


further consideration of the pending bill (H. 
The Clerk will report the pending amend- 


The Clerk read as follows: 
In line 3, section 8, strike out “ten” and insert “two.” 


The CHAIRMAN. order of the Houseall debate on the pending 
scction andl amagndesants her question is on agreeing 


ly cohen The t e 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Town- 
has just read. . 

taken, and the chairman declared that the noes 
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Mr. TOWNSHEND. I call for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 63, noes 82. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I demand tellers. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I suggest that there is no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Georgia make that 
point? 

Mr. HAMMOND. I do not care to make the point. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I make the point. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of no quorum being made, the Chair 
will appoint the gentleman ffom Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND] and the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HAtTcH] to act as tellers. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 66, noes 97. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

TheCHAIRMAN. TheClerk will now report the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. WARNER]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert at the end of the section the following: 

“Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to apply to the manu- 
facture, sale, or offer forsale of any substance known as oleomargarine which 
shall be shown, before the same is sold or offered for sale, to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, under such rules and regulations as he 
may adopt, to be wholesome as an article of food and what it purports to beas 
shown by the marks or brands thereon,and further, that the constituent ele- 
ments thereof are in no way deleterious to health: And provided further, That 
said substance known as oleomargarine shall be put up in packages marked and 
branded as provided in thisact. Any manufacturer, wholesale or retail dealer, 
or other person who shall knowingly manufacture, sell,or offer for sale any 
such substance known as oleomargarine for butter or as butter, or without the 
same being put up in packages plainly marked and branded as provided in this 
ac},shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon being convicted, shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than $100 and not more than $5,000, or by im- 
prisonment for not more than five years.” 

The question was taken on the amendment; and there were—ayes 44, 
noes 96. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, reserving the point that 
there is no quorum voting, I would ask the chairman of the committee 
having charge of this bill to permit us to have upon this amendment, 
which is certainly a material amendment, a yea-and-nay vote in the 
House. 

Several MEMBERS. ‘‘ Regular order!’’ 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I stated to the gentlemen yesterday 
that I could not make any such agreement upon this or any other 
amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The noes have it, and the amendment is rejected. 
Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, I reserve the right—— 
Several MEMBERS. Too late. 


Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, I never have called a 
quorum in this House, but I shall be compelled to call a quorum upon 
this, because I think this amendment is harder upon the manufacturer 
than the bill itself is according to the interpretation given to it by its 
friends. . 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. War- 
NER] make the point that no quorum has voted ? 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Yes, sir; if the chairman of the com- 
mittee will not consent to a vote upon this amendment in the House 
I must make the point that no quorum has voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point being made that no quorum has voted, 
the Chair will appoint the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. WARNER, 
and the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. HATCH, to act as tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 48, noes 
115. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question will next be taken on the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN], which the 
Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Amend by adding the following proviso at the end of section 8: 

“Provided, That this act shall not be understood or construed to impose any 
of the taxes mentioned in it on oleomargarine or any of the products or com- 
pounds mentioned in it when the same is plainly marked with the name of the 
particular product and sold or offered to be sold as such.’ 


The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read the amendment sent 
to the desk by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. DANrEr]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the pending section the following: 

* Provided, ‘That on and after the Ist day of July, 1886, the taxes herein speci- 
fied imposed by the internal-revenue laws of the United States now in force be, 
and the same are hereby, repealed, namely: The taxes on manufactured to- 
bacco, snuff, cigars, cheroots,and cigarettes,and the special taxes required by 
law to be paid by dealers in leaf-tobacco, retail dealers in leaf-tobacco, dealers 
in man tobacco, peddlers of tobacco, snuff,and cigars,and manufact- 
urers of snuff and of cigars: Provided also, That on all original and unbroken 
factory packages of smoking and manufactured tobacco, and snuff, cigars, che- 
roots,and cigarettes held by manufacturers, factors, jobbers, or dealers at the 
time such 1 shall go into effect,upon which the tax has been paid, there 
shall be a whack or rebate in favor of said manufacturer, factor, jobber, 
dealer, or other owner of said tobacco, snuff, cigars, cheroots, and cigarettes to 
the full amount and extent of the tax so paid thereon, but the same shall not 

ly in any case where the claim has not been presented within ee 
follo the date when such repeal shall take effect; and no claim li 
allowed a less amount than $10; and any special-tax stamp covering taxes 
by this act. may be redeemed for the portion of the special-tax year 
unexpired at the time of the repeal, when the amount claimed for such stamp 
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shall not be less than $10; and all sums required to satisfy claims under this act 
shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to adopt such rules and 
regulations and to prescribe and furnish such blanks and forms as may be nec- 
essary to carry this section into effect: Provided also, That all internal-reyenue 
laws limiting, restricting, or regulating the manufacture, sale, or exportation of 
tobacco, snuff, cigars, cheroots, and cigarettes are hereby repealed on and after 
the Ist day of October, 1886, and that there shall be no drawback allowed upon 
any such articles which shall be entered for export on or after that date: Pro- 
vided, That all laws now in force shall remain and have fall force and effect in 
respect to all offenses committed, liabilities incurred, or rights accruing or ac- 
erued prior to the date when the repeal of the taxes specified in this act shall 
take effect." 

Mr. HATCH. I make a point of order on this amendment, the de- 
cision of which I am willing shall be reserved by the Chair pending the 
remarks of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. MCADOO] or any 
other gentleman who desires to speak on the amendment before the 
point of order is discussed. 

Mr. McADOO. Mr. Chairman, nospecies of taxation is so odious, es- 
pecially to a free people, as the system of internal revenue, with its es- 
pionage and arbitrary restrictions on domestic trade. Not alone have 
we examples in the history of our own country, such as the Pennsyl- 
vania rebellion and the troubles in Rhode Island with regard to the 
whisky tax, but there was never in Great Britain any species of taxa- 
tion that so excited the animosity and opposition of the British people 
as the internal system of taxation. 

When you read English history you find that nothing so stirred up 
the English peopleas the old and odious form of taxation known as hearth- 
money, the chimney and window tax, and even in modern times the 
tobacco and spirit tax—excise duties. Our ancestors from the British 
islands knew the horrors of internal taxation and so naturally rebelled 
against it here. William Rufus, all the Henrys, the Richards, John, 
Edward, William III, the Jameses and Georges down to Victoria, im- 
posed piratical levies in the shape of internal taxes. Internal taxation 
in those days was both grotesque and barbarous. Internal-revenue 
duties were and are oe in land. Says Mr. Noble, in The 
Queen’s Taxes, ‘* Excise duties were first levied in the year 1643 by 
a parliamentary ordinance, which imposed duties on ale, beer, cider, 
and sherry, and on the maker thereof. The royalists soon after fol- 
lowed the example of the Parliament, but the unpopularity of these 
imposts was so great that both parties pledged themselves to their 
abolition at the close of the war.’’ 

In fact; a great British orator, addressing the house of commons, said 
once when this was the prevailing form of taxation, instead of duties 
upon imports, that the instruments of government in Great Britain had 
been ‘‘ simplified to the tax-gatherer and the an.”’ 

And more especially in a country like ours will this system always 
be odious. Speaking for myself on this question of taxation, if ever 
the issue is put to the American people squarely whether the revenues 
of this oe shall be raised by duties upon imports or by asys- 
tem of internal taxation I have no fear as to the result of that contest. 
I am firmly convinced that there will be such an overwhelming ma- 
jority of our people in favor of duties on imports as against internal 
taxation that an election on that issue would decisively settle the ques- 
tion for many years. 

Reverting again to Great Britain and the tobacco tax, let me say that 
Sir Henry Parnell in 14533 estimated that about one-half of the tobacco 
consumed in England and Ireland was smuggled. Sm tobacco 
still continues there, except in so far as our heavy internal tax has 
made tobacco dear here. See The Queen’s Taxes, page 15. ‘Tobacco 
may almost be said to be a necessity to a large number of people. A 
parliamentary committee in England in 1844 stated that, notwith- 
standing the heavy duty, nine-tenths of all importations were consumed 
by the working people. The tobacco tax is levied directly, almost en- 
tirely, from operatives, mechanics, and laborers. It is the luxury of 
the workingmen. 

Gentlemen on this floor, especially on this side of the House, who are 
in favor of the internal system, and who represent States in which the 
manufacture of whisky is a large business, assume to themselves, it 
seems to me, with all due respect to them, a self-abnegation and virtue 
on behalf of that industry to which it isnotentitled. I have the honor 
to represent on this floor a district where the tobacco manufactories are 
very large concerns, and the great manufacturers of tobacco, so far as I 
have ever heard their views cited here, are strongly in favor of the 
tobacco tax. They are able and enterprising, and not to be blamed, as 
things go. The tax does not injure, but rather benefits them, and as 
business men they favor those laws which we make forthem. I might 
join my whisky friends and claim for our kindred industries that from 
patriotic motives, and out of true goodness, they just delight in — 
taxed. If the tax affected them as it does the consumer they would, 
feel sure, join me in asking its repeal. The consumers, who are in the 
majority, and the small makers are to the internal revenue. 

In the last Congress a di i member of the House, speaking 
on the question of bonded whisky, drew a of the whisky manu- 
facturers being taken up into the of temptation, and when 
these pure spirits—for, of course, being whisky men, they were pure 
spirits [laughter]—when these = spirits up into the mountain 
of temptation they were approached by the of tariff, who said to 


them: ‘If you will fall down and worship me I will free you (;. 
cruel bonds of the internal revenue.”’ [Laughter } . 

If you will kneel down and acknowledge the virtue of ompingos,.., 
tariff, whisky will be allowed tobe manufactured and sold withow; «,,. 
tax being imposed upon it whatsoever. The goddess of reform...) 
turned away her virtuous gazeand shedatear. And this was held, 
to the House as an exhibition of heroic virtue, of tremendous s¢).,) 
negation, and of unparalleled unselfishness, when in truth they refus.¢ ;, 
have the tax taken off their industry because they know that taxin., 
legalizes it and gives them a monopoly of the business. They do no 
want everyman making his own whisky. These virtuous gent|emon 
know too much for that. Why, sir, if that was unselfish, then jt js y) 
selfish to go in when it rains. 

And, sir, let members of this House understand the question {}; 
there is nothing that makes so strong the manufacturers of whisky ¢, 
that strengthens the hands of the great manufacturers of tobacco as 
against smaller ones as the internal-révenue system. There is yp 
moral question involved in it, because the taxing of whisky is ¢}, 
strongest argument against the prohibition movement, as the t: mper 
ance people will claim. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the committee. [See Appendix. | 

Mr. ERMENTROUT. Mr. Chairman, the amendment proposed }yy 
the gentleman from Virginia, now before the committee, involves the 
entire abolition of the taxes now imposed upon tobacco and its various 
manufactures. My unbroken record publicly and privately has beep 
in favor of the abolition of the entire system of internal-revenue taxa- 
tion. Everything that has been uttered on this floor looking to thai 
end meets my hearty approval. 

But while this amendment may be germane to the bill it is plain to 
all that it is eo ee not the friends, of the measure who are pro. 
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posing it. It is plain to every thoughtful man that there is no 
prospect of securing any such legislation at this time. Therefore | 
shall oppose this amendment. 


I have refrained, Mr. Chairman, from participation in this discussion 
because, being friendly to the passage of the bill, I thought it was a 
useless waste of time and that further discussion simply retarded final 
action. Besides, everything that can be said for or against the measure 
has been said. 

But the subject of internal revenue has been frequently introduced 
in the debate by gentlemen on both sides of the Chamber. My col- 
league from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] makes his opposition to that 
system the ground of his opposition to this bill. I hope it may not be 
considered disrespectful in me to refer again to the ill success he had 
with his own party friends in his efforts to repeal these laws in a pre- 
vious Congress. My colleague from North Carolina [Mr. Cowes 
took the same . I beg to refer him to the labors of that little 
band of patriots who, under the leadership mainly of the Senators of 
his own State, met during the session of the Forty-eighth Congress in 
the upper chambers of this building for the purpose of finding a way t 
reduce internal-revenue taxation on tobacco and brandies distilled from 
fruits. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. CABELL] participated in that cou- 
clave. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. CANDLER] was there, ani 
the now governor of his own State, then a member, Mr. Scales, and the 
other members of that delegation. But what was the result? When 
that measure was called before the House by the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Hiscock] the su of the measure did not command 
a corporal’s I need hardly say that I was found among the num- 
ber. Asa matter of history and proof of how delusive are all hopes in 
this direction, it is proper for me to say in this connection that the 
Ways and Means Committee of the last Congress had before it over 
seventy-five propositions relating to internal revenue for its moditica- 
tion, abolition, or otherwise. They sleep the sleep that knows no 
waking. ‘ 

At the Democratic national convention of 1884 it was declared that 
so long as the internal-revenue was continued ‘‘the money (e- 
rived therefrom should be sacredly devoted to the relief of the peop!e 
from the remaining burdens of the war and be made a fund to ‘e!my 
the expense of the care and comfort of worthy soldiers disabled in |in 
of duty in the wars of the Republic and for the payment of such pei 
sions as Congress may, from time to time, grant tosuch soldiers.’ Ihe 
limit, therefore, of the continuance of the system, according to tli!s de- 
claration, will havearrived when the burdensof the war shal! have cease 
and pensions are no longer granted. a 

For economic reasons, my esteemed frien'd who touches no s)he! 
that he does not illumine with his intellect or adorn with his eloqucn’ 
(Mr. TrLtMAN, of South Carolina] raises his voice in favor 0! the 
abolition of internal-revenue taxes and this bill. Yet he stands 
in this Sse ie bag by side with the honorable gentlemen w4° 

their 


enone in glee a day or two ago when my colleague from 
(Mr. me etry in a flight of native oratory, exorcised 
from its grave the ghost of free trade and that it would stalk 


through every village in the land in five years if the principle of t's 
bill prevailéd. Thus we find the strength of the opposition to t!'s !'4 














js composed of gentlemen whose views on economic questions are as 
divergent as the poles. as o 

In the light of these facts it is folly to expect the abolition of the 
internal-revenue system in the near future. ‘There are some who ask 
for the perpetuation of the tax on tobacco and spirits on moral grounds 
and for moral purposes; others to perpetuate whisky and tobacco 
monopoly; others, again, gild it with patriotism and stand on patriotic 
ground. Thus with different motives and different purposes we find 
strong combination to maintain the system. For myself I declare 
that I am ready at any time to support any bill for its total abolition, 
reported to this House, coming from the authorized and regular channels 
of legislation, the Committee of Ways and Means. But every one 
must see that in the present temper of the House, as now organized, 
and in the position in which we find ourselves with respect to eco- 
nomic questions, it is idle to expect any such action. 

It has been intimated that the pending measure is inconsistent with 
any defined policy. ; 

Let me remind the committee that the House will shortly be called 
upon to diseuss a measure that I regard of the greatest consequence 
to the future welfare of the country. I mean the bill to prevent aliens 
from acquiring real estate in the Territories of the United States. 
That bill is based upon the principle that American soil, wherever 
Congress has the right, shall be owned by Americans; that it shall be 
the national policy in administering our land system that the agricult- 
ural lands shall be the property of actual settlers for purposes of cul- 
tivation. 

Among the ment qrerose complaints of the nation for years against 
those who have control, of the Government was the prodigality 
with which the public lands were wasted and given over to large cor- 
porations. Among the most important legislation proposed by Congress 
is that involving the forfeiture of these lands, so that they may be re- 
stored to the public for settlement. 

But what good end is this action to subserve? Can we expect that 
the millions of acres that are thus to be secured to American citizens 
canall be covered by factories and citiesand towns? No, sir; the object 
of that policy is to give homesteads to be occupied, to be cultivated, that 
a living may bederived from them to the occupants. Agriculture will 
always constitute the business of the largest number of citizens in this 
country engaged in any one pursuit. It was Carlyle, I think, said 
‘that the secret of free institutions in America was much land and few 
people.”” In whatever light the matter is presented, ownership in land, 
living on thesoil, the homestead principle, are directly interwoven with 
our future success and prosperity, with the life, liberty, and happiness 
of the millions now living and yet destined to live on this continent. 
It is therefore a solemn duty so to guard the interests of the agriculturists 
and foster their industries to the end that this policy be maintained. 
This bill accords with that purpose. 

Now, sir, the framers of this bill, contemplating the serious results 
that have resulted to the agricultural interests of this country by the 
manufacture of oleomargarine and other compounds of a like nature, 
and their sale as and for butter, through their representatives have 
asked for relief. 

In searching the arsenal of legislation for a weapon of protection toa 
genuine and wholesome food product and a weapon of defense against 
a spurious and unwholesome product they have found it ready to hand 
in the internal-revenue system. So long as that system continues, so 
long as gentlemen, from the various motives of patriotism, morality, 

itical economy, and monopoly, will persist in maintaining it, so long, 
80 far as my voice and vote go, do I propose to use them for the moral 
fy the useful purpose, the constitutional purpose of preventing 
the of fraud on the American people by the manufacture and 
sale as of an article which is not butter. Wren the time comes 
that a fair ity is afforded this House to abolish the system I 
shall be ready to support it. When that time comes I do not 
doubt that statesmanship will find some other means of protecting the 


Mr. CABELL. Mr. Chairman, I am in faver of the amendment of 

my colleague from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL]. I think it isa good, a wise 

and ought to be adopted. I think also that it is germane 

to the bill under consideration and is not subject to the threatened 
point of order. 

This is a revenue measure. Anyhow it is said by some of its advo- 
cates that it has the raising of revenue for one of its mainobjects. Now, 
if this oleomargarine bill is passed it will become part and parcel of the 
internal-revenue system. If it iscompetent for Congress to add to that 

of taxation in the manner proposed, why may it not appropri- 
ately and without ty reduce taxes of kindred character upon 
ont ae the same bill? I see no difficulty, and I can not 
think there can be any. 
If gentlemen are correct in what they say, that it is desired to raise 
revenue from a tax on ol ine, then I say it isa most proper 
thing them to do to also grant relaxation from some of the burdens 
subjects which have been largely taxed heretofore. 

Now, sir, this system of internal taxation was inaugurated during the 
war, isa relic of the war, and should be gotten rid of as one of the bad 
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legacies of that unhappy time. It is a system wholly opposed to the 
agricultural and industrial interests of the country. Its burdens bear 
most heavily upon people least able to bear them. The section of the 
country which I have the honor in part to represent in this House has 
felt for years the blighting effects of this mode of taxation, and all our 
people would hail with pleasure its abolition, or even its modification, 
and I ask this committee to vote my colleague’s amendment into this 
bill, for if any confidence can be placed in the assurance made to us 
by some gentlemen here that the tax on oleomargarine will bring in 
a revenue of nearly $20,000,000, there can be but little loss to the 
Government in abolishing the tax on tobacco. In fact the result of the 
transaction would be but little else than the transfer of the tax from 
one subject to another. Several gentlemen have told us that they are 
willing to help us get the tax off tobacco, but are not willing to so vote 
upon this bill. Why not? If it isjust to take the tax away, why not 
do it here? It certainly will not injure your bill. This is the first 
chance we have had to make any movement of this character—it may 
be the last; and we ask the committee, if it is determined to pass this bill 
and to put an internal tax upon oleomargarine or anything else, thus 
augmenting and enlarging abad system, to give us some compensation, 
to do one grateful act at least to the country, by removing a wretched 
burden from the shoulders of every tobacco worker and producer in the 
land. My colleague’s amendment is well drawn, and properly guards 
the interests of the Government as well as the interests of all those en- 


gaged in the production, manufacture, and trade in tobacco. I hopeit 


will be the pleasure of the committee to adopt it. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I was in hopes at the beginning of this day’s 
session that the explanation of the chairman of the Committee on Ag- 
riculture would be of such a satisfactory character and so fully explan- 
atory of the whole purpose of this bill that by this hour we might have 
reached some broad conclusions and got on the direct line of either pass- 
ing or modifying its provisions. But I find that even in this commit- 
tee there are two lines of explanation, and on those two lines we are 
led divergently from what we had sought. I find the gentleman who 
presented the bill, the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. WHITE], using 
exactly the language that has passed through my mind in all the dis- 
cussions, and which was fair and honest. First of all, that this should 
be a matter of regulation and not of prohibition; that oleomargarine 
should stand on its own merits, and the imitation should go by the 
board and be taxed out of existence. 

Now, sir, from the first of this discussion until now that has been in 
every respect my position on this floor. If there is anything that I 
can hate it is a sham either in commerce or in politics. And Iam will- 
ing with other friends here to go to any length with the chairman of 
this committee and the friends of this bill to stamp out every single 
imitation that is placed in the market. But Iam unwilling under 
any condition, political or otherwise, to stand here and protect one in- 
dustry and stamp the life out of another when both are legitimate. 

My friend from New Jersey [Mr. BUCHANAN] has depicted almost 
with tears in his eyes the woes of the American farmer. Now, I want to 
say the party to which I belong has been the American farmers’ friend 
all through, and for the purpose of showing to the House how well the 
American Congress, controlled by the Republican party, has taken care 
of the farmers of America, I want to read from the official list of the 
trariff—-not to mention sugar, tobacco, hemp, jute, flax, wool, or lum- 
ber that grows on his lands—the specific articles under the provision 
schedule. These taxes, every one of them, support and hold that in- 
dustry under closer bonds of protection than any industry that can be 
named in the whole tariff line. 

I am speaking upon the line indicated by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to-day as to where the Republican party can stand, and I call his 
attention to where it has stood. 

I said a few nights ago that there was one entering-wedge in this bill 
which I look upon with horror, and I doso now. As a protectionist, 
born in the school of Clay and bound to die a protectionist, I am sure 
after thirty years of life in the Whig party and the Republican party I 
can not forsake the great cardinal principles that have made this country 
great, grand, and glorious, by taking the industries of this land and fos- 
tering them under the Hamiltonian line of policy, which has made it 
possible to conquer in a great war and stand the first of the nations. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, while I do not agree with my friend 
from New York on the tariff question (I expect we shall never get to- 
gether upon that), yet he has been so fairin his discussion of this bill 
that I very cheerfully yield my time to him. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I thank the gentleman from Missouri. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, without occupying further time in addressing 
the House, I wish to read the list of the articles that are protected for 
the benefit of the farmer. Here is the list: 


PROVISIONS. 
Animals (live), 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
Beef and pork, 1 cent per pound. 
Hams and bacon, 2 cents per pound. 
Meat (extract of), 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
Cheese, 4 cents per pound. 
Butter and substitutes therefor, 4 ccnts per pound, 
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Lard,2 cents per pound, 

Wheat, 20 cents per bushel. 

Rye and baricy, 10 cents per bushel. 

Barley (pearied, patent, or hulled), | cent per pound. 
Barley malt, per bushel of 34 pounds, 20 cents, 
Indian corn or maize, 10 cents per bushel. 

Oats, 10 cents per bushel. 

Cornmeal, 10 cents per bushel of 48 pounds. 
Oatmeal, i cent per pound. 

Rye flour, 4 cent per pound. 

Wheat flour, 20 per cent, ad valorem. 

Potato or corn starch, 2 cents per pound. 

Rice starch, 2} cents per pound; other starch, 2} cent# por pound. 
Rice (cleaned), 2} cents per pound; uncleaned, 1} cenis. 

Paddy, 1} cents per bushel . 

Rice flour and ricemeal, 20 per cent. advalorem. 

Hay, $2 per ton. 

Honey, 20 cents per gallon. 

Hops, 8 cents per pound. 

Milk (preserved or condensed), 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Potatoes, L5 cents per bushel of ®@ pounds. 

Vegetables (in their natural state), 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
Vegetables (prepared or preserved), 30 per cent. ad valorem. 
Fruits (preserved in thelr. own juices) and fruit juice, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


I want to ask my protectionist friends what further protection they 
want for any legitimate industry than is found in this list? The ques- 
tion that presents itself to my mind in connection with this billis whether 
we must have protection involved in our protection. Now, sir, whether 
this is meant for a revenue measure, as some gentlemen claim, or not, 
there is one thing sure, and that is, that if we have to go back to inter- 
nal-revente taxes no man who has steod up for protection to American 
industries can hereafter go before the people to advocate that policy 
without having this proposition stare him in the face, thatif we put on 
internal taxes the tariff taxes must come off. 

I am free to say, and I do say now to the chairman of this committee, 
put on every police regulation that the law of this country can invoke 
to guard against base imitations, butterine, lardine, and all the other 
‘‘ines’’ that you can find in a chemical dictionary, but when you are 
dealing with a legitimate product which utilizes the fat of an animal 
and is sold for legitimate commercial purposes, keep your hands off! 
[ Applause. ] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, I desire to 


offer an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
which I will read: 


Provided. That the revenue collected under this act is hereby dedicated to the 
payment of pensions. 


I shall detain the committee but a moment. I agree that the inter- 
nal-revenue system is a system which grew out of the war for the pur- 
pose of paying the expenses of the war. I furthermore agree that this 
system ought to be abolished whenever the expenditures of the war are 
paid. Those expenditures now consist, since the passage of the widows 
and orphans’ bill, of an annual pension-roll of eighty-one millions, a 
sinking fund of forty-six and odd millions, and a public interest of forty- 
four and odd millions; aggregating somewhere about $160,000,000. 


This internal-revenue system, which was instituted for the purpose of 


paying these very expenditures, does not now raise a sufficient annual 
sum to pay the $160,000, 000. The naa of nearly $50,000,000 


the sugar tax. 

Now, sir; I think it is good policy to 
to these war expenditares, to let it be understood in the minds of the 
people that the internal-revenue taxes and the war costs are bracketed 
together, and that ee eee 
met by these revenues as far as these revenues vo enone once ae 
its advocates say, is a revenue bill—a bill for 
therefore, is the first time since the war that we have eaemeliees 
tunity to bracket any new object of taxation with the war 
because the other objects of internal taxation—tobacco and _ 
were seiected during the war. This, I say, is the first time since the 
war that a new object of taxation has been sought for and an attempt 
made to bring it within the purview of the internal-revenue 
It is the first time, therefore, that the American Congress has had such 
an occasion to declare that this internal- a af baadinedneee, 
system, to be used solely for the purpose of liquidating 
of the war, and to dedicate whatever may be hereafter 
these objects of internal taxation to that sacred purpose. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Will the gentleman permit a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. If, as a matter of fact, opis 
of internal taxaties is wrong, why do you want to continue it for the 
payment of the war debt, or to keep it up until the war debt is paid ? 
Why not collect from some other source the taxes to pay the debt that 
you forced u the country ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, as to what 
was no doubt meant to be an offensive sneer at the end of the gentle- 
man’s pretended question, which question was doubtless 


scant courtesy merely for the p of and to introduce 
the sneer, I have nothing whatever to say, that within the last 
twenty years it has not a very infrequent for the praises of 
the ‘‘old flag’? to be found in close company with a not 


overscrupu- 
lous grabbing of ‘‘an appropriation.’”” I pass by the gentleman’s 





‘question’? with that remark. Iam offering this amendment j,, 
cordance with my own view of what is proper in reference to this «,.. 
tem of taxation. 

Mr. DANIEL, Will the gentleman permit me a question ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DANIEL. Do I understand the gentleman to announce t))¢ ;j,, 
trive that he wants to continue the internal-revenue system wnti! wo 
have got rid of paying everything about the war? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I do not mean to annoyyoo 
that, because it may take many years, and we may be able to do bette; 
We may grow to be more prosperous. There are other economic «yes. 
tions that may some time—God speed the day—be rightly and wisely 
decided, and when that day comes we may possibly find some way ¢) 
get rid of these internal taxes. 

Mr. Chairman, I have no concealment about this matter. While | 
do not like this internal-revenue system, while there are many thing; 
about 1t which I would like to see ended, I do prefer to tax whis ky 
and tobacco, rather than the clothing, the shelter, and the food of the 
workingmen or the masses of the people. I do believe that it is better 
to put taxation on tobacco and on whisky than to put it on the wool, 
the leather, the food, the clothing, or the shelter of American citizens 
and if that be not Democracy I must be pardoned for my heresy. 

I did not mean, Mr. Chairman, to occupy a moment of the time o; 
the committee, and now ask leave to append hereto this paragraph 
from the Democratic platform: 

The system of direct taxation known as the “ internal revenue” is a war tax 
and so long as the law continues the money derived therefrom should be sa 


credly devoted to the of the people fi 


rom the remaining burdens of the 
war, and be made a fund y the expense of the care and comfort of worthy 


to defra: 
soldiers disabled in the line of duty in the wars of the Republic, and for the pay- 



















ment of such pensions as may from time to timegrant to such soldiers 
a like fund for sailors having n already provided, and any surplus should be 
paid into the Treasury. 


And I also ask leave to append a letter received by me from the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue. The resolution of the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. FrxpLay] referred to is for the purpose of repealing 
the taxes and duties on tobacco: 


Treasury Derartmest, Orrice or IvTernaL REVENUE, 
Washington, May 12, 1335 
Sim: Tam in of your letter of the 8th instant, inclosing House reso! 
tion introduced by Mr. aL etn tee yen the Sever te sive 
See Te en eeey pe ette eeaiing Se the subject-matter of your let- 
‘ou 


the actual and estimate 
and sale Sane ci for the fiscal 
June 30, 1886, and the estimated receipts for the year ending 


For any information as to whether the manufacture of tobacco, sn, 


from the inter- 


has increased or decreased. 
Th . The amount of tal invested in such manufactures. 
Fourth. The quantity value of such manufacture for the past few ycars 
Fifth. Whether 


the quantity and value of the tobacco crop, as given in the re- 
Bureau of Statistics, 


are accurate. 
Sixth. You ask me to make an which may aid you in the consid- 
eration of the 


resolution you 
In reply to your first inquiry you arc informed that the receipts from tobacco 
for the fiscal year 1885 were : * 


ports of the Bureau 





Cigars and cigarettes.............+00+ — sessseerecseses 900,606, 823 38 
Tobacco and snuff.........-....- eenesepeiesmmmnereupers: | MyGen, 253 &3 
Special taxes of manufacturers and dealers... Speenubing souevbmesnernssnvesesetin 1, 337,911 27 
Det iedenscettectsccenmessnmnas intaiapiiieicathainpacentgicaiepainapsrein. 26, 407,088 43 
Estimated receipts for fiscal year 1886 
and cigarettes........ pintentttiaduiteldiienlanaibinghnciititiantinmennindicniices $11, 104, 000 00 
eT Secchieanienicinpcceeieagetiinattinats- arcipenrtemntaastampneeeeepeasateun . 35,672,000 00 
Special taxes man’ RIEU. cenivccousscenreqnpermecemncnggzes 1,378, 000 00 
coupes epeaee: Guusbugeceneeses weunencoccepuecesetoccassesopensnes S 28, 154, 000 00 
Estimated receipts for fiscal year 1887 ...........cccccereseeescressesssereereseeres 30, 000, 000 00 
In reply to your second mae ete SteieeRedtion of t0- 
bacco, snuff, and cigars is governed almost by the. demand for consump- 
tion and year to year. 
Manufacturers 


ly governed by this demand, for the reason 

cigars do not, like whisky and wines, improve by age. An 
over production for any year is very likely to result in losses to the manu/fact- 
urer. 


Years to the sees of collecting taxes 
the reports of this office 
the fiscal year ended 
91; and for the fiscal 
year 1876 nds, and of cigars 1,906,227 9%. 
and for ‘tesa ye year 1885 manufactured tobacco 180,777,413 <a and cigars 
4,417, These figures do not include the tobacco, snuff, and cigars ¢x- 


has increased during these 
consumed at home, althoug) 
tobacco in te rears 

total increase in manufactured in ten years 
; and that the in- 


years 3,264,369,6-0 
was over 63 


mail 

has no means for ascer- 

of capital invested in ao. 
rge 

oaene theusend 
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1886. 


eee eee nee ne 


no definite information can ven. Assuming that the average value of the 
tobacco manufactured during the last aes of the tax, was 35 
und, the Sotad webes week be $63,272,004.55 ; — ees _—= 
f the cigars, uding cigarettes, exclusive tax, was r 
tthe total value would be $110,443,046.77. _ 
In the value of tobacco, snuff, and cigars, I have the aver- 
age value, as will be seen, largely below the present tariff duties imposed on 
these articles. 
ifference in the value placed upon cigars and cigarettes over 
Teed value of the man is due, mainly, to the fact that 
ile labor enters as 


-_ a 
total ¥: 
thousand, the 


igarettes. I 
employed in the man 


cigars there were fifteen years ago. 

That cigar manufacturers should locate in cities and large towns is no more 

to be wondered at than that rers of other articles should locate their 

mills and factories on rivers and flowing streams which afford ample water- 

power for the running of > : 
over the country, in the rural districts, find more prof- 

itable employ ment in the cultivation of the soil, in mining, lumbering, and th. 

production 


re- 
act- 


of the raw materials to be used in manufactures. 
Laborers that can be utilized in the manufacture of tobacco and cigars are 
Sa ee 
ocate there. 


regard to your fifth inquiry I reply that Iam not able to form an opinion 
- of the statistics furnished by the bureau in charge of these 
matters. Undou 


fi 

they depend largely upon bills of lading and somewhat 
on estimated quantities and values, This,I presume, is unavoidable. The re- 
ports re to this office for the calendar year 1884 show the use of 242,215,- 
634 pounds of leaf-tobacco in the manufacture of tobacco, snuff, and cigars dur- 
ing that year. Probably as large aquauntity of leaf was exported. And I judge 
that there might have been 20,000,000 pounds which were never reported to the 


Government. these figures are correct they would show an annual product 
of 500,000,000 pounds of leaf-tobacco. The average value of this tobacco to the 
farmer, 1 presume, does not fall below 8 or exceed 10 centsa pound. I ob- 
serve that, in the quotations given in the Louisville market for the first of this 
month the price varies ing to quality from 3to 18 cents per pound. The 

quotations in other markets are about the same. 
In view of the factsand contained in this communication I am un- 
able to see that anything be gained either by the Government or by the 
by the joint resolution that you inclosed. On 


man rs passage of the 
the other hand I think they clearly demonstrate that many of the statements 
made inthe preamble are not warranted by the facts and figures herein pre- 


ted. 
Iremain, sir, yours, very respectfully, 


JOS. S. MILLER, 
Commissioner. 


Hon. WitutamM C, P. Breck txripce, 
Of Committee of Ways and Means, House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Hatcn and Mr. DANIEL addressed the Chair. 

Mr. HATCH. Does the gentleman from Virginia desire to oppose 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky ? 

Mr. DANIEL. Iwant to speak in advocacy of my own amendment. 

Mr. HATCH. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. DANIEL. Mr. i I think I have shown, and the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. FarquHAR] has made more clear what 
I have shown, that the support of this bill, as it stands, is an utter and 
absolute abandonment by the Republican party of their American prin- 
ciples; because it is a bill to tax one industry out of existence, an in- 
dustry acknowledged in the bill to be a wholesome 6ne and demon- 
strated to be sa. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me a word? 

Mr. DANIEL. No, sir; notnow. Iwillseeyoulater. [Laughter ] 

The Republican party has jumped the wall of all its previous enuncia- 
tions upon economic questions. But, sir, astonished as I am at the 
nimbleness with which our Republican friends jump everything which 
they have hitherto to be walls of American defense, still 
more am I astounded when I see Democrats on this floor, who have 
pledged theraselves to abolish war taxes and who have put upon their 
banner the motto of Thomas Jefferson: ‘‘ Equal and exact justice for 
all men,’ takea wild leap over the walls of the Constitution and through 
the roof, turn a double somersault in the air, land far away from. every 
landmark of their creed, and run ten leagues farther than ever the wild- 
est radicalism of Republicanism gone to seed has ever gone. 
ter.] Sir, there is a new song in the thouth of my Democratic friend 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. ERMENTROUT] to-day that does not sound much 
like the resolutions which the 
1791 when, utt 
out after the Re 


Legislature of Pennsylvania adopted in 
the free spirit of ae ae had not yet died 
jon, they protested against the ingrafting into 
America of the excise . It will ever remain one of the proudest 
features of the first istration of Thomas Jefferson that in con- 
‘anction with Albert Gallatin he led the way to get rid of that system. 
And sir, it seems to be indicated upon this floor that, under the first 
administration of Grover Cleveland, predestined, as was hoped by a 
t many of the American people, to resume the mantle which 
so long been laid aside, the champions and leaders of the Democ- 
and preach a doctrine which will raise 
against every weak one. Disguise it as you will, 
rhetoric as you paint it with the extract of colored 
perfume it with clover blossoms as you will, and 
the milkmaid about it as you wili, the substantial 
in this bill is the doctrine that Congress may create 
help monopoly to crush out and destroy every 
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that “‘comes between the wind and its nobility.’’ 
; arson has its rights; e crime in the deca- 
logue has its rights, when represented in the to have its fair 


ustice before it is condemned. But, sir, accord- 
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ing to the doctrines that have been enunciated upon this floor and 
embodied in this bill—not to protect the citizen against fraud, not to 
ear-mark that which may be noxious or counterfeit—we are called on 
to authorize one industry to use the vast powers of sixty millions of peo- 
ple absolutely to destroy and crush out another industry which has 
no jury to try it, no charge to defend against, but must be condemned 
without a hearing in the House which shonild be the house of its friends. 
The gentleman from New York expressed my sentiments when he said 
that you had a right of regulation under the police powers of this Gov- 
ernment given to you by the Constitution for its legitimate purposes, 
to regulate commerce. 
into their borders from other States of vile, noxious, or counterfeit 
things, but the Federal Government is intrusted by all the States with 
the power to regulate the commerce between these thirty-eight free 
States of America, so that the counterfeit and the vile may be spotted 
and marked, and so that the criminal may be tried and condemned. 
But, overlooking those clauses of our Constitution which were made 
fr the protection of dairymen, of farmers, and of everybody else against 
fraud and crime; overlooking the methods of rightful, just, and consti- 
tutional action against wrong, you are here simply raising the mighty 
foot of the Federal Government and bringing it down with crushing 
and destroying effect upon an industry which supplies food to millions, 
and which millions say is a wholesome and legitimate industry. 


The States can not prevent the introduction 


Mr. Chairman, I am no filibuster. I have not attempted to retard 


this bill one moment; but when I see Democracy betrayed in the house 
of its friends by those who should be its captains, when I see the Re- 
publican party here owning allegiance to a committee which the people 
did not elect and abandoning the representative character which it 
ought to hold from the Constitution and from the people who are sov- 
ereign, then I say that I, for one, will stand here until our term of Con- 
gress expires and will use every ability which God has given me tostand 
athwart this measure and for the people against tyranny and oppres- 
sion. 


[Loud applause. ] 
Mr. HATCH. I move to close debate on the pending paragraph and 


all amendments thereto. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I object. 
Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee rise. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I rise to make a parliament- 


ary inquiry. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Is it in my power to with- 
draw temporarily the amendment I offered? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I do not desire to embarrass 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL], and I 
therefore withdraw my amendment, intending to offer it again. 

Mr. DUNHAM. [rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman will state it. 

Mr, DUNHAM. Was there not a point of order raised un the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia? 


The CHAIRMAN. There was. 
Mr. DUNHAM. Has it been decided? 
The CHAIRMAN. It has not been decided. 


Mr. DUNHAM. What has become of it? 

The CHAIRMAN. It has been reserved. 

Mr. HATCH’s motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. MCMILLIN having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union had, according to 
order, had. under consideration the bill H. R. 8323, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the farther consider- 
ation of revenue bills; and pending that motion I move that all debate 
on the eighth section and all amendments thereto shall be limited to 
one minute, and upon that I demand the previous question. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. I move to make it ten minutes. 

Mr. HATCH. Ihave moved the previous question on my motion. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 127, noes 2. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. No quorum. 

Mr. HATCH. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk proceedea to call the roll. 

Mr. CABELL. I move the House adjourn. 

Mr. SCOTT. I make the point that motion is not in order after the 
roll-eall has been begun. P 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair sustains the point of order, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
179, nays 17, not voting 126; as follows: 


YEAS—179. 
Adams, G. E. Barry, Breckinridge, 0. R, Catchings, 
Allen, J. M. Bayne, Buchanan, Cobb, 
Anderson, J. A. Beach, 3unnell, Compton, 
Atkinson, Bland, Burnes, Comstock, 
Baker, Bound, Campbell, J. M. Conger, 
Ballentine, Boutelle, Cannon, Cooper, 
Barbour, Boyle, Carleton, Cowles, 
Barksdale, Brady, Caswell, Cox, 
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they had examined and found duly enrolled bills of th- 


follow ing 
titles; when the Speaker signed the same: “8 


A bill (H. R. 247) granting a pension to Louis Tyus; 

A bill (H. R. 448) granting a pension to Newton Day; 

A bill (H. R. 525) to restore Robert C. McKee to the pension-ro}]. 
A bill (H. R. 908) granting a pension io Margaret E. Cochran: ’ 
A bill OW R. 1100) granting a pension to Jane W. Devereux: 

A bill (H. R. 5a} granting a pension to Darius M. Seaman 

A bill (H. R. 15468) for the relief of Ellen Crymble; 

A bill (H. R. sant for the relief of Evaline A. White; 

A bill ir R. 1651) for the relief of Rosina Heineman; 

A bill (H. R. 1707) granting a pension to Elijah P. Hensley; 

A bill (H. R. 1871) granting a pension to George W. Stout; 

A bill Or R. 1880) granting a pension to Isaac Carleton; 

A bill (H. R. 1990) granting a pension to John Hunter; 

A bill (H. R. 2395) to authorize J. G. C. Lee, a major and quarter- 


master in the United States Army, to issue a duplicate check, and the 
assistant treasurer of the United States at New York to pay the sama 


A bill ca 
A bill (H. 

bring; 
A bill 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (A. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill tr 
A bill (H. 


H. 





R. 2803) granting a pension to John H. Snyder: 
R. 3135) granting an increase of pension to Charles Se. 


R. 3144) granting a pension to Isaiah H. Mitchell: 

R. 3198) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Hastings; 

R. 3624) granting a pension to Fred. J. Leese; 

R. 3826) for the relief of John Taylor; 

R. 3848) for the relief of H. P. McFarlin; 

R. 3941) granting a pension to Mary M. Galleyan; 

R. 3972) granting a pension to Sanford C. Willhoitc; 

R. 4002) granting a pension to Canton W. Tillen; 

R. 4058) for the relief of Joel D. Monroe; 

R. 4070) for the relief of Mrs. Bridget Smith, mother of 





Orisp, Hiscock, Murphy, Skinner, 
Croxton, Hitt, Neal, Smalls, 
Culberson, Holman, Neece, Snyder, 
Davenport, Hop! ins, Negiey, Sowden, 
Davidson, A. C. How rd, Nelson, Spooner, 
Davidson, R. H.M. Hudd, Oates, Spriggs, 
Dorsey, Irion, O'Donnell, Springer, 
Dunham, Jackson, O'Ferrall, Stahinecker, 
Dunn, Johnson, F. A. Parker, Stephenson, 
Eldredge, Johnston, J.T. Payne, Stone, E. F. 
Ely, Johnston, T. D. Payson, Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Ermentrout, Jones, J. H. Peel, Storm, 
Evans, Kelley, Perkins, Strait, 
Everhart, King, Pettibone, Swinburne, 
Farquhar, Kleiner, Phelps, Swope, 
Felton, La Follette, Pidcock, Symes, 
Fisher, Landes, Pindar, Taylor, E. B. 
Fleeger, Lanham, Plumb, ‘Taylor, I. H. 
Forney, Jehibach, Price, Taylor, J. M. 
Frederick, Lindsley, Randall, Taylor, Zach. 
Fuller, Lovering, 1 n, Thomas, O. B. 
Funston, Lowry, R ,T.B. ‘Townshend, 
Gallinger, Lyman, Richardson, Van Schaick, 
Geddes, Martin, Rockwell, Wade, 
Green, W. J. Maybury, Romeis, Wait, 
Grout, McCreary, Rowell, Wakefield, 
Harris, McKenna, Ryan, Ward, T. B. 
Hatch, McKinley, Sadler, Warner, William . 
Haynes, MeMillin, Sawyer, Weaver, A. J. 
Henderson, D.B. Millard, Sayers, Wellborn, 
Henderson, J.8. Milliken, Scott, Wheeler, 
Henley, Mills, Seranton, White, A.C. 
Hepburn, Moffatt, Seney, White, Milo 
Herman, Morgan, Sessions, Whiting, 
Hiestand, Morrill, Seymour, Willis, 
Hill, Morrison, Shaw, Wolford. 
Hires, Morrow, Singleton, 
NAYS—17. 

Allen, C. Ti. Campbell, Felix Mahoney, Van Eaton, 
Bennett, Candler, O'Neill, J. J. Vise. 
Blanchard, Curtin, Perry, 
Breckinridge, WCP.Daniel, St. Martin, 
Cabell, Dargan, Tillman, 

NOT VOTING—126. 
Adams, J. J. Dockery, Hutton, Reese, 
Aiken, Dougherty, James, Rice, 
Anderson, C. M. Dowdney, Jones, J.T. Riggs, 
Arnot, Zden, Ketcham, Robertson, 
Barnes, Elisberry, Laffoon, Rogers, 
Belmont, Findlay, Laird, Steele, 
Bingham Foran, Lawler, Stewart, Charles 
Bliss, Ford, Le Fevre, Ste J.W. 
Blount, Gay, Libbey, Stone, W.J., Mo. 
Bragg, Gibson, C. H. Little, Struble, 
Brown, C. E. Gibson, Eustace Long, Tarsney, 
Brown, W. W. Gilfillan, are, Taulbee, 
Browne, T, M. Glass, Louttit, Thomas, J. R. 
Brumm, Glover, Markham, Thompson, 
Buck, Goff, Matson, Throckmorton, 
Burleigh, Green, R.8. McAdoo Trigg, 
Burrows, Grosvenor, MeComas, ‘Tucker, 
Butterworth, Guenther, McRae, Turner, 
Bynum, Hale, Merriman, Viele, 
Caldwell, Hall, Miller, Wadsworth, 
Campbell, J. E. Halsell, Mitchell, Ward, J. 
Campbell, T. J. Hammond, Muller, Warner, A. J. 
Clardy, Hanback, Norwood Weaver, J.B. 
Clements, Harmer, O'Hara, Weber, 
Cole, Hayden, O’ Neill, Charles wi 
Collins, Heard, Osborne, Wilk 
Crain, Hemphill, Outhwaite, Wilson, 
Cutcheon Henderson,T.J. Owen, Ww 
Davis, Herbert, Peters, Woodburn, 
Dawson, Hewitt, Pirce, Worthington. 
Dibble Holmes, Ranney 
Dingley, Houk, Reid, J. W. 


So the previous question was ordered. 

On motionof Mr. TAULBEE, the reading of the names was dispensed 
with. 

The following additional pairs were announced from the Clerk's desk: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. Stong, of Missouri, with Mr. BUTTERWORTH. 

Mr. CRAIN with Mr. STEELE. 

Mr. ForD with Mr. GILFILLAN. 

For the remainder of the day: 

Mr. HEMPHILL with Mr. HEARD. 

Mr. STEWART, of Texas, with Mr. HARMER. 

Mr. WILKINS with Mr. OATEs. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE with Mr. Triaa. 

Mr. DAVipson, of Florida, with Mr. Linney. 

Mr. GREEN, of North Carolina, with Mr. BALLENTINE. 

Mr. GLass with Mr. BrumM. 

Mr. PETERS. Iam paired with Mr. TURNER, of Georgia. If he 
were present, I would vote “‘ay.’’ 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The question recurring upon the motion of Mr. Hatcn to limit de- 
bate upon the pending section and all amendments thereto to one min- 
ute, the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Pending the announcement of the vote on the motion to adjourn, 
Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 


Patrick 8. Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 4229) granting a pension to Charlotte Algier, widow of 
Samuel Algier; 

A bill (H. R. 4539) granting a pension to Ann Little; 

A bill (H. R. fra} granting a pension to Martin Jacoby; 

A bill (H. R. 4723) granting a pension to Joseph E. Van Horn; 

A bill (H. R. 5328) granting a pension to Noah Hoffman; 

A bill (H. R. 5329) granting a pension to William Antes; 

A bill (H. R. 5331) granting a pension to Emma M. Shiner; 

A bill (H. R. 5332) granting a pension to Elizabeth Crowley; 

A bill (H. R. 5335) granting a pension to Philip Devemer; 

A bill (H. R. 5336) g-anting a pension to Benjamin 8. Wolverton; 

A bill i R. 5702) granting a pension to Jenet L. Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. 5729) granting a pension to Elizabeth Warner; 

A = (H. R. 5899) to place the name of Robert Beard on the pen- 
sion-roll; 

A bill (H. R. 5997) granting a pension to Elizabeth Luce; 

A bill (H. R. 6092) granting a pension to Parmelia Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 6135) granting an increase of pension to John W. Far- 
ris; 

A bill (H. R. 6389) granting a pension to Francis M. Moore; 

A bill (H. R. 6725) granting a pension to William M. Swartz; 

A bill (H. R. 6897) granting a pension to Henry Hipple, jr. ; 

A bill (H. R. 6965) to authorize Columbia County, in Washingion 
Territory, to issue bonds for the construction of a court-house; 

A bill (H. R. 7168) for the relief of Mrs. Sallie Ancrum; 
A bill (H. R. 7330) granting a pension to Josie H. Babb; 
A bill (H. R. 7468) granting a pension to Lemuel Adams; and 
A bill (H. R. 8085) granting a pension to Amos C. Weeden. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. I ask consent to submit a report by direction of 
the committee—— . 


The SPEAKER pro The only business now in order is the 


announcement of yote on the motion to adjourn. [Cries of ‘‘Regu- 
lar order!”’ : 
The t of the vote was then announced; and accordingly (at 4 


o’clock and 22 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned until 11 o'clock a. 
m. on Tuesday next. — 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BARNES: Petition of M. G. McKinne, heirof John McKinne; 
of Mrs. A. A. Skrine, daughter of Mrs. Martha Prince, of Burk County; 
and of Larkin Witcher, of Gibson, Ga., asking that their war claims 
be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CASWELL: Petition of Robert More and 20 others, citizens 
of Emerald Grove, Wis., praying for a tax on oleomargarine—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. DUNHAM: Protest of E. Rothschild & Bro, and 112 others, 
employersand employés; and of Charles P. Kellogg & Co. and 105 other, 
employers and employés, engaged in the manufacture of clothing and 
cloaks in the city of Chicago, against the Morrison tariff bil!l—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 
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| 
By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Memorial of New England Shoeand Leather | 


Association, for issuing small bills-—to the Committee on Banking and 
eros Saeed of hospital stewards, for the passage of bill increasing 
their pay—to the-Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. FORAN: Petition of the Board of Trade of Cleveland, Ohio, 
asking an amendment to section 5258 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. EUSTACE GIBSON: Petitionof Moses Baylor, and of George 
Pp. Zanbro, of Middleway, W. Va., asking that their war claims be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HAYNES: Memorial of the New Hampshire Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in New Hampshire, for the protection of 
Chinese residents in this country—to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
“Oy Mr. LAIRD: Memorial of C. E. Denison and 111 others, home- 
steaders, pre-emptors, actual settlers along the east line of Colorade, 
remonstrating against the passage of Senate bill 721 to establish a na- 
tional live-stock highway along the eastern line of Colorado—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LYMAN: Petitionof Mills County, Iowa, asking the passage 
of what is known as the Reagan interstate commerce bill—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. O° FERRALL: Resolutions of the Farmers’ Club, of Clarke 
County, Virginia, in favor of the reduction of tariff duties, &c.—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. T. B. REED: Resolutions of the city council of Portland, 
Me., asking fora speedy determination of questions relating to the 
fisheries—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. RIGGS: Petition of McAdams Bros., of Marcelline, Ill., in 
favor of taxation of oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. SNYDER: Petitions of George W. Spotts, of G. W. Bane, 
and of Phillip Gordon, of Charlestown, W. Va., asking that their war 
claims be to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. STORM: Memorial of the Produce Exchange of Denver, Colo., 
against taxing oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. WADE: Petition of citizens of Neosho, Mo., asking for the 
enactment of ion laws—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. T. B. WARD: Petition praying that a pension be granted 
James Lampkins, late a private in the Union Army—to the same com- 
mittee. 2 

By Mr. WHEELER: Petitions of G. W. Hinshaw, Catherine An- 
derson, and of William Allen, asking that their war claims he referred 
to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 


SENATE. 
TUESDAY, June 1, 1886. 
Prayer by the Rev. J. G. Buruer, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedingsof Friday last was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The 


PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the of the Treasury, transmitting a letter from the 
Architect of that De ent recommending an appro- 


i of $39,500 forrepairs, painting, and ventilating the court-house 
ing at Pa.; which, with the accompanying papers, 
was referred to the ittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 


printed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented resolutions adopted by 
Mitchell Post, No. 45,Grand Army of the Republic, Springfield, Ohio, 
oe legislation by Congress in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the national pensions committee of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of leading business concerns and banks 
iar Ohio, praying for the passage of a law providing for the 

of the trade-dollar; which was referred to the Committee 
on 

Mr. PLATT. I present the petition of Mrs. Georgiana M. Amidon, 
of New York city, praying for the speedy settlement of her claim against 
the Chinese Imperial Government, known as the Ward estate claim. 
The di consideration of this claim forms one of the most inter- 
chapters in the history of our foreign affairs, and I ask that the 
may be printed as a miscellaneous document and referred to 

on Foreign Relations. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order will be made if there be 


ce 


I present the petition of E. Ford, president of the 
— “yom Glass aoe and 25 other leading Meyer 

Creighton, representi 1,155,000 paid-up capital. As the pe- 
tition is short I will read it: ee. 3 


Your Toe tans residents of Western Pennsylvania, respectfully represent 
that, in 1881, and 1882, Col. William E. Merrill, one of the most reliable and 
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intelligent engineers in the United States service, recommended an appropria- 
tion of $153,000.to commence a dam near Herr’s Island, Allegheny Riveyv, in the 
port of Pittsburgh, Pa. In 1884 he says in his report: “I have so often recom- 
mended this appropriation and nothing has come from it, I do not now repeat 
it."’ Hence it has been dropped, but the reasons for it are stronger now than 
when first made, six years ago. Since then the Davis Island dam has been fin- 
ished and natural gas has been more generally introduced as fuel, and large 
steel and other works have been started along the bank of the river, all requir- 
ing the cheapest freight possible. We therefore pray your honorable bodies to 
insert in the pending river and harbor bill the clause repeatedly recommended 
by Colonel Merrill, of $153,000, to commence a dam near Herr’s Island. in the 
Allegheny River, Pennsylvania, and your petitioners will ever pray, Ke. 





I ask the careful attention of the Committee on Commerce to this 
important improvement, to which committee I move its reference 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON. I present resolutions passed by the Trades Assem- 
bly and lodges composing the same, of Pittsburgh, Pa., earnestly pro- 
testing against the imposition of a tax on oleomargarine and butterine 
and giving their reasons therefor. As this important subject is likely 
to be before the Senate at an early day, I ask that these resolutions be 
printed in the Recorp, and move their reference to the Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry. 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry, and ordered to be printed in the RecorD, as follows: 


PrrrsBurRGH, PA., May, 31, 1886. 


Senate, Washington, D. C.: 

Below find resolutions passed by trades assembly and lodges composing the 
same. Official copies by mail. 

PITTSBURGH, Pa., May 29, 1886. 

Whereas certain measures are now pending in Congress for the regulation of 
the manufacturing and sale of butterine and oleomargarine and the imposition 
of tax thereon amounting to a prohibition; and 

Whereas the manufacturing and sale of this article is a legal business, furnish- 
ing a clean, palatable, healthy, and nutritious article of food at a reasonable 
price, and that the effect of this legislation will be to increase the price of a 
cheap and wholesome food product and destroy the labor its manufacturing 
employs; and 

Whereas the only reason given for this legislation is that it comes in compe- 
tition with butter : 

It is resolved, That we protest against the passage of such measures as unjust 
and injurious to the laboring classes and as opposed to the principles of sound 
public policy. 

It is further resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress by the secretary of this assembly. 

The foregoing preamble and resolutions were adopted at,a session of the 
trades assembly of Western Pennsylvania for the purpose of taking prompt 
action in regard to a bill now pending before Congress entitled “A bill to regu- 
late the manufacturing and sale of butterine or oleomargarine.” 

RICHARD ENNISS, 

President of Trades Assembly of Western Pennsylvania. 
THOMAS J. DICUS, 

Secrelary Trades Assembly of Western Pennsylvania. 


The Trades Assembly of Western Pennsylvaniaconsistsof the following labor 
associations: Superior Lodge, No.3, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel 
Workers; Sheet and Metal Workers’ Assembly, Knights of Labor; America 
Lodge, No. 29, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers; Labor As- 
sembly No. 21, Knights of Labor; Good Intent Lodge, No. 4,Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Iron and Steel Workers; Labor Assembly No. 142; Builders, Car- 

mters, and Joiners’ Union; International Cigar-makers’ Union, Knights of 

bor; German Journeymen Tailors’ Union; Knights of Labor; International 
Furniture-makers’ Union, No. 21, Knights of Labor; Bridge Workers’ Assembly, 
No. 1632, Knights of Labor; Labor Assembly No. 5269, Knights of Labor; Calkers’ 
Assembly, No. 862, Knights of Labor; Locomotive Workers’ Association ; Sales- 
men’s Assembly, No. 4907, Knights of Labor; Street-car Drivers’ Assembly, No. 
6003, Knights of Labor; [ron Workers’ Assembly, No. 1747, Knights ‘of Labor; 
Banksville Miners’ Association ; Typographical Association, No. 1630, Knights of 
Labor; Lodge No. 35, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Stee] Workers; 
Tubal Cain Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Ironand Stcel Workers; Royal 
Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers, No. 34; Mechan- 
ics’ Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers, No. 28; Alle- 
gheny Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers, No. 14; Dis- 
trict Assembly, No. 80, Knights of Labor; Pressmen’s Union, No.8; Labor As- 
sembly No.791, Knights of Labor; Labor Assembly No. 1631, Knights of Labor; 
Labor Assembly No. 1862, Knights of Labor; Lodge No. 70, Amalgamated Asso- 
ciation of Iron and Steel Workers; Lodge No. 28, American Flint-glass Work- 
ers’ Union; Saw Mill Run Coal Miners’ Association ; Window-glass Workers’ 
Association, No. 300, Knightsof Labor; Iron-molders’ Union, No. 14; Iron-mold- 
ers’ Assembly, No. 1030, Knights of Labor; Bottle-blowers’ Union of North 
America; Horse-shoers’ Union; Typographical Union, No.7; Job Printers’ As- 
sociation, No. 1392, Knights of Labor; Independent Lodge of Millvaic, No. 700, 
Amalgamated Association of Ironand Steel Workers; Friendship Lodge, Amal- 
gamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers; Stone-cutters’ Association, 
Knights of Labor; Soho Lodge, No. 70, Amalgamated Association of Iron and 
Steel Workers; Sligo Iron Works Lodge, No.8, Amalgamated Association of 
Iron and Steel Workers; American Flint-glass Workers’ Association, No. 6; 
Labor Assembly, No. 1719, Knights of Labor; Labor Assembly No. 2300, Knights 
of Labor; International Cigar-makers’ Union, No. 171; Iron-molders’ Union of 
North America, No. 243; Labor Assembly No. 5478, Knights of Labor; Lodge 
No, 8, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers; Bricklayers’ 
Union, No.2; District Assembly No.3, Knights of Labor, forty thousand mem- 
bers; Lodge No. 29, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers ; Labor 
iation No. 2121, Knights of Labor—representing about seventy-eight thou- 

sand members. 


Mr. PALMER presented a petition of Mrs. N. K. Hill and other 
ladies of Hillsdale, Mich., praying for legal protection for young girls 
in the District of Columbia and other places under the jurisdiction of 
the United States; which was referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. VEST presented the memorial of C. M. Shuster and other citi- 
zens of Saint Joseph, Mo., and the memorial of James T. Thornton and 
other citizens of Kansas City, Mo., remonstrating against the passage 
of the oleomargarine bill; which were referred to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture and Forestry. 

Mr. VEST. I present the petition of certain Indian chiefs in the 
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Territory of Montana—Under Bull, chief of the Gros Ventres; Medi-| He also presented resolutions of the Sheboygan County (Wisconsin 
Dairy Board of Trade, in favor of the bill now befi 


cine Bear, chief of the Assinaboines; Crow Chief, Sits High, White 


Bird, Bushy Head, Enemy-Killer, Whitan, Sleeping Bear, Blackbird, | taxation of imitations of butter; which were referred to the Commit(-.. 
Black Crow, and Tere Running-Fisher, head chief of the Gros Ventres | on Agriculture and Forestry. 


and Assinaboines, asking that they may be removed to the country 
known as the “‘ Little Rocky Mountains,’’ and that they may have farm- 
ers to educate them in husbandry, and that their children may be ed- 
ueated to speak English and how to live like the white man. 

This petition comes to me addressed to ‘‘The President and his great 
council;’’ I suppose it means the Congress of the United States. It is 
prepared by Father Frederick Eberschweiler, a Jesuit missionary of the 
Assinaboines and Gros Ventres. 

Three years ago as a member of the Committee on Indian Affairs I 
had a council with these Indians at Fort Assinaboine. I introduced 
a bill at the beginning of this session to carry out what I believe to be 
the best measure for their interests on the part of the Government, and 
that is to let them dispose of a large portion of their reservation and re- 
move what is leftof these two tribes to what is called the Little Rocky 
Mountains, which is a much more favorable reservation than their pres- 
ent one, and is one to which they are very anxious to go. 

These are the Indians a large numberof whom in the winter of 1883- 
’84 starved to death; and the story they tell of their suffering is the most 
pitiful one that I have ever read in the English language. They were 
compelled to bring in their children, their daughters, and sell them at 
the fort. They sold them at 25 cents apiece in order to get food, and 
then a large number of them died from starvation. 

These Indians inhabit what is known as the buffalo country, but there 
are no buffalo left. They are unused entirely to husbandry, and they 
are dependent upon the rations issued by the General Government. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petition will be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DAWES. Beforeit from the consideration of the Senate 
I think it well that the Senator from Missouri should assure those In- 
dians that a Jaw has been passed at this session authorizing the Presi- 
dent to appoint a commission of three, clothed with authority to visit 
those Indians and that reservation and agree with them upon the terms 
and upon the place of their removal from their present inhospitable 
region of country to some more propitious and desirable locality. 

Just what they desire the Congress of the United States has met by 
a bill which has already become alaw. I hope it will success- 
ful, because I agree with the Senator and I am in sympathy with all 
that idea. 

Establishing upon the border of the British possessions a reservation 
31,000 square miles, in which it is reported there are but 10 acres of 
land under tillage, and keeping those Indians there after all their game 
has disappeared in the frosts and snows of three-quarters of the year, 
is cruelty past all consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petition will be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DOLPH presented the petition of John Beeson, ing thatacom- 
mission cunpenst of -panarcaiomeiitieaieaal i 
Peace Union and appointed by the President to visit the 
and investigate their grievances and negotiate terms; 


to the Committee on Indian 

Mr. HALE. I present a petition in the form of resolutions of the 
city council, of Portland, Me., praying that action be taken for 
the protection of American citizens in the and for 
indemnification tesnch citizens as have already suffered at the 
hands of Canadian authorities. I ask that the petition be in 
the RecorD and referred to the Committee on 

The petition was referred to the Committee on gn Relations, 
and ordered to be printed in the Recor», as follows: 

Resolutions of city council of Portland, Me. 
Whereas, by orderof the mentat Ottawa, the schooner Ella M. 


fi this has been while in the prosecution of her legitimate 
— is compelled to be in relation to commercial 


d y the seizure vessels insult tothe 
wpe Be against the rights which oe bees in cominon 

wi Ot nen eee with a friendly nation. 
immediate should be demanded by the Government 


of these resolutions be sent to United States Senators 
Frye and Hats and resentative REED, and that they be requested to urge 
upon the Government prompt action in the matter. 
Crry Counc, or Tae Crry oF PortLaANp 
In joint convention, May 22, 1886. 


Unanimously passed. 
Attest: 


Mr. SPOONER presented resolutions 
Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis., 
Congress tending in any way to depress 
and sale of butterine and 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 
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struction of a bridge across the Potomac River at or near Georgeto\ ), 


one-half of the cost of the construction of the bridge instead of one-fourt}; 
and the Senate amendment addin the word *‘piers’’ after the word 






JUNE | 


fore Congress for tho 


POTOMAC RIVER BRIDGE. Z 
Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I desire to present a conference repor; ¢», 


the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendments to the } 
(S. 200) to authorize the purchase of the Aqueduct Bridge or the « 


District of Columbia, commonly known as the free-bridge bill. 
I willsave time by stating thatall theamendments named in the 1¢-).,;; 
relate to one change, and that isthat the Districtof Columbia shal! | 


Cal 


‘‘bridge;’’ so as to make it read: ‘‘ Purchase the bridge and the pier: 
thereof.’’ Then there is one additional amendment providing that jy 
regard to the abutment on the north side of the Potomac River, abou: 
which there is some doubt as to the ownership, it is proposed to give 
the power of condemnation. 

Those are the only amendments. They do not alter the text of the 
bill in any respect except that the District of Columbia shall pay one- 
half instead of one-fourth, as the Senate bill originally provided. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Serator from Virginia summits 
a report from a committee of conference, which will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the report, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Ilouses o: 
the amendments to Senate bill No. 200 recommend as follows : 

That the House agree to the amendment of the Senate, as follows: Page | 
line 4, after the word “ bridge,” insert the words “including the piers thereof 

That the Senate agree to the amendment of the House, as follows: Page | 
line 12, strike out after the word “‘same"’ all down to and including the wor! 
“ bridge,” in line 15. 

That the Senate agree to the amendment of the House, as follows: Page |, 
line 20, strike out the word “ one-fourth" and insert the word “ one-hal/."' 

That to the amendment of the House, as follows: Page |, 


the Senate agree 
— and 23, strike out the word “three-fourths” and insert the word “one 


the House, as follows: Page ? 


, to the amendment of the House, as follows: Page ? 
line 27, strike out the word “ one-fourth” and the word “ one-half." 


insert 
That the Senate to_the amendment of the House, as follows: Page ° 
line 29, strike out word “three-fourths” and insert the word one-half.” 
That the Senate agree to the amendment of the House, as follows: Pagr ' 
lines 3 and 4, strike out the words “and the length of draw.” 
That the Senate the amendment of House, as follows: Page’ 


agree 
line 8, strike out the word “and” after the woed“*filinote 


| 
: 
| 


of the House, as follows: Pace} 
the words “Saint Louis, Missouri."’ 

. of the Aqueduct Bridge under the first section, 0! 
any time, it shall be deemed necessary to obtain from the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal peapene, o its grantees, any release or conveyance of any portion of t!c 
ground upon which the northern abutment of the Aqueduct Bridge rests, or rig! 

eand Ohio Canal from the abutment to Bridge street, or ifs 
be procured by contract to any property required in the con- 


struction ofa bridge under the second the same shall be acquired by the 
of War by condemmation in the ssanner provided by the act approv 

y 8, 1872, entitled “An act making for the legislative, exec 
tive, and j of the Government for the year ending June 30, 157 
for other purposes :” Provided That the if any 
proceedings necessary shall not the taking possession, on pay- 
ment of the ofthe uct Bridge by the United States, ani 


if the same shall be acquire: 
: the sum of $10,000 of the sum 
te meet the payments under condemna- 


2, 1881, entitled “An act to authorize tle 


ee a serous tie Potomc River et Ace own, in 
meerereg repaid 
Z. B. VANCE, 
JOHN C. SPOONER, 
Conferees on the part of the Senale. 
JOHN 8S. BARBOUR, 
J. H. RO 


WM. L. WILSON, 
Conferees on the part of the Howse 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I should have stated that the report pro- 
vides also for the advertising for proposals in Saint Louis, Mo. ‘That 
is the only other change that I omitted to mention. 

The report was concurred in. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
. PLUMB, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom wer 
the following bills, reported them severally without anicn(- 


a0 Senate ot Hier Gon ok f th 

i of the pre- 
7 = hom referred the bill 
same committee, to w was e bi 
relief of Henry Martin, reported it with amend- 


rE 


: 


5 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ondar. 

Mr. WILSON, of Maryland, from the Committee on Pensions, to 
whom was re the bill (H. R. 6721) granting a pension to John H. 
Westerhouse, late of Company F, First Regiment Potomac Home Bri- | 
ade (Thirteenth) Maryland Volunteers, reported it without amend- 
ment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, towhom was referred the bill (5. | 
1903) granting a pension to Mrs. A. M. Smith, submitted an adverse 
report thereon; which was agreed to; and the bill was postponed in- 
definitely. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2533) for the relief of E. Remington & Sons, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. 7773) for the relief of Capt. Hollister E. Goodwin and his sureties, 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were referred 
the following bills, reported them severally without amendment and 
submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 4689) for the relief of the children of the late Surgeon 
Alfred M. Owen, and to increase their pensions; 

4 bill (H. R. 6170) granting a pension to Mary A. Van Etten; 

A bill (H. R. 4552) for the relief of Susan Smith; 

A bill (S. 2463) granting a pension to H. D. Hobbs; and 

A bill (S. 2502) granting a pension to Louise Paul. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2301) granting a pension to Lucy E. Anderson, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Horace W. Brownell praying to be allowed a pension, submitted a 
thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. 2570) granting a pension to 
W. Brownell; which was read twice by its title. 

/ Mr. TELLER, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 1073) to establish a public park at Pagosa Springs, 
in the State of Colorado, reported it with amendments. 


H. H. FAULKNER AND MARY WOODLEE. 


Mr. HARRIS. The Committee on Finance, to which was referred 
the bill (H, R. 2357) for the relief of H. H. Faulkner and Mary Wood- 
lee, have instructed me to report it favorably without amendment. 

I will ask the consent of the Senate to consider the bill at this time, 
as I am sure it will not take a minute to dispose of it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Tennessee asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill at this time. 

Mr. CAMERON and others. What is the bill? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read at length for 
information. 

Mr. HARRIS. If it consumes any cime I shall not insist upon its 
consideration now. I think it will not consume a moment. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill, and, by unanimous consent, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider it. It proposes 
to pay to H. H. Faulkner, of McMinnville, Tenn., $120.60, the amount 
paid by him for three internal-revenue stamps in January, 1882, with 
interest thereon, the stamps having been purchased to be placed upon 
three barrels a brandy purchased by H. H. Faulkner from Mary 
Woodlee, and the brandy being seized by a revenue officer before the 
stamps were attached to the packages. 

Section 2 proposes to pay to Mary Woodlee, of Grundy County,Ten- 
nessee, $81.38, the net proceeds of the three barrels of brandy she had 
sold to H. H. Faulkner, but which were seized, condemned, and sold 
ae by a United States revenue officer, and before delivery to 

au . 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment. 

Mr. PLATT. bill provides for the payment of interest. 

Mr, HARRIS. It provides for the of interest upon the 
$120 paid for these stamps. The stamps are in the files. The goods 
were seized the very day that the stamps were procured to be put upon 
the brandy and the stamps are sent here forredemption. It is 2 House 
bill, and I did not choose to amend it at all in that respect. 

Mr. PLATT. It was reported by the Finance Committee ? 

Mr. HARRIS. Yes, sir. 

Mr, PLATT. I do not like the idea of paying interest, but I make 
no objection to the passage of this particular bill. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 


HOUSE PENSION BILLS. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLAnk, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it the concurrence of the Senate: 





The bills will be placed on the Cal- 


re 
H 






A bill (H. R. 921) granting a pension to Clara L. Preuss; 

re _—. for the relief of Mrs. Aurelia C. Richardson; 
granting a pension to Frederick Robertson; 

a —_ granting a pension to Mary Renfro; 


granting a pension to Silas K. Haines; 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 















5095 


A bill (H. R. 2964) to restore to the pension-list the name of Abel 
Mishler, of Pennsylvania; 
A bill (H. R. 3363) granting a pension to Jennette Dow; 


A bill (H. R. 3379) granting a pension to George G. Early; 

A bill (H. R. 4527) granting a pension to Elizabeth Slenbaker; 

A bill (H. R. 4816) granting a pension to Mrs. Letitia J. Garrard; 

A bill (H. R. 5715) granting a pension to Mary Sprague; 

A bill (H. R. 6606) granting a pension to Sallie B. Bent; 

A bill (H. R. 6952) granting a pension to Charles Riddle; 

A bill (H. R. 7721) granting a pension to Ellen J. Welch 

A bill (H. R. 7750) to place the name of John W. Payton on the 
pension-roll; 

A bill (H. R. 8142) granting a pension to Mrs. Annie 8. Webb 


A bill (H. R. 8351) for the relief of Edward Coleman; and 

A bill (H. R. 8556) granting a pension t» Abraham Points 

The above eighteen pension bills were severally read twice by their 
titles, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PLUMB introduced a bill (S. 2571) granting a pension to Lewis 
Haas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. MCPHERSON introduced a bill (S. ) for the relief of Michae! 
Sutton; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit 
on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2573) for the relief of William S. War 
rington; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. HARRIS introduced a bill (S. 2574) for the relief of Mrs. Eliza 
A. Brownlow; which was read twice by its title, and, with the «a 
panying papers, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa (by request), introduced a bill (S. 2575) au- 
thorizing the Postmaster-General to issue double or return postal cards, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, introduced a bill (S. 2576) for the re- 
lief of William J. Martin, of Oregon; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2577) for the relief of J. R. Frierson, 
of Oregon; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. BECK introduced a bill (S. 2578) to prohibit members of Con- 
gress from acting as attorneys or employés for railroad companies hold- 
ing charters or having received grant of lands or pecuniary aid from 
the United States; which was read the first time by its title. 

Mr. COKE. I ask for the reading of the bill in full. 

The bill was read the second time at length, as follows: 


Be tt enacted, &-c., That it shall be unlawful for any member of either House of 
Congress to accept employment as attorney at law or payment for services of 
any kind from any railroad company, or any officer or agent thereof, whic! 
obtained its charter or any grant of lands or pecuniary aid from the United 
States, and any person who violates this provision shall be guilty of a misde 
meanor, and on conviction be fined in any sum not exceeding $5,000 and 
prisoned not more than one year, in the discretion of the court. 


Mr. BECK. There has been a good deal of crimination and recrim- 
ination and suggestion backward and forward about members of both 
Houses being employed by railroad companies to obtain their charters. 
Whileit may have been lawful heretofore I think it ought tobe stopped, 
and I have introduced the bill, and ask that it be laid on the table. I 
do not think any committee can give any information about it, and I 
shall endeavor to call it up at an early day and see if we can not pass it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will lie on the table. 

Mr. STANFORD introduced a bill (S. 2579) for the relief of Jona- 
than D. Stevenson; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PLUMB introduced a bill (S. 2580) to prevent the issue of passes 
to official persons, and for other purposes; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. PLUMB. I desire to call the attention of the committee to the 
bill, and to say that I hope they will report it either favorably or ad- 
versely at a very early day. 


oOnrO 


win 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendment of the Senat@to the bill (H. R. 6975) to establish addi- 
tional life-saving stations. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills: 

A bill (S. 183) for the relief of Thomas S. Hopkins, late of Com- 
pany C, Sixteenth Maine Volunteers; 

A bill (8. 226) granting a pension to Margaret D. Marchand; . 

A bill (S. 973). granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Sarah P. Mc- 
Kean, of Marion, Linn County, Iowa; 

A bill (S. 1584) for the relief of Cornelia R. Schenck; and 

A bill (S. 2223) granting a pension to Elizabeth 8. De Krafft. 
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by 
the President pro tempore: 

A bill (H. It. 247) granting a pension to Louis Tyus; 

A bill (H. R. 448) granting a pension to Newton Day; 

A bill (H. R. 525) to restore Robert C. McKee to the pension-roll ; 

A bill (H. R. 908) granting a pension to Margaret E. Cochran; 

A bill (H. R. 1100) granting a pension to Jane W. Devereux; 

A bill (H. R. 1279) granting a pension to Darius M. Seaman; 

A bill (H. R. 1548) for the relief of Ellen Crymble; 

A bill (H. R. 1560) for the relief of Evaline A. White; 

A bill (H. R. 1651) for the relief of Rosina Heineman; 

A bill (H. R. 1707) granting a pension to Elijah P. Hensley; 

A bill (H. R. 1871) granting a pension to George W. Stout; 

A bill (H. R. 1881) granting a pension to Isaac Carleton; 

A bill (H. R. 1990) granting a pension to John Hunter; 

A bill (H. R. 2395) to authorize J. G. C. Lee, a major and quarter- 
master in the United States Army, to issue a duplicate check, and the 
assistant treasurer of the United States at New York to pay the same; 

A bill (H. R. 2803) granting a pension to John H. Snyder; 

A bill (H. R. 3135) granting an increase of pension to Charles Se- 
bring; 

A bill (H. 

A bill (HH, 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (A. 


ne 


R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 


3144) granting a pension to Isaiah H. Mitchell; 

3198) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Hastings; 

3624) granting a pension to Fred. J. Leese; 

3826) for the relief of John Taylor; 
3848) for the relief of H. P. McFarlin; 

3941) granting a pension to Mary M. Galleyon; 

3972) granting a pension to Sanford C. Willhoite; 

A bill (H. R. 4002) granting a pension to Canton W. Tillen; 

A bill (H. R. 4058) for the relief of Joel D. Monroe; 

A bill (H. R. 4070) for the relief of Mrs. Bridget Smith, mother of 
Patrick 8. Smith; 

A bill (H. R. 4229) granting a pension to Charlotte Algier, widow of 
Samuel Algier; 

A bill (H. R. 4539) granting a pension to Ann Little; 

A bill (H. R. 4699) granting a pension to Martin Jacoby; 

A bill (H. R. 4723) granting a pension to Joseph E. Van Horn; 

A bill (H. R. 4838) to abolish certain fees for official services to Amer- 
ican vessels, and to amend the laws relating to shipping commissioners, 
seamen, and owners of vessels, and for other pu . 

A bill (H. R. cam granting a pension to Noah Hoffman; 

A bill (H. R. 5329) granting a pension to William Antes; 

A bill (H. R. 5331) granting a pension to Emma M. Shiner; 

A bill (HL R. sas} granting a pension to Elizabeth Crowley; 

A bill (H. R. 5335) granting a pension to Philip Devemer; 

A bill (H. R. 5336) granting a pension to Benjamin 8. Wolverton; 

A bill (H. R. 5702) granting a pension to Jenet L. Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. caneh granting a pension to Elizabeth Warner; 

A bill (H. R. 5899) to place the name of Robert Beard on the pen- 
sion-roll; 

A bill (H. 

A bill (H. 

A bill (Hf. 


. 5997) granting a pension to Elizabeth Luce; 
. 6092) granting a pension to Parmelia Smith; 
. 6136) granting an increase of pension to John W. Far- 


ris; 
A bill (H. 


. 6389) granting a pension to Francis M. Moore; 
A bill (H. 


. 6725) granting a pension to William M. Swartz; 
A bill (H. R. coer} granting a pension to Henry Hip le, Jr; 
A bill (H. R. 6965) to authorize Columbia County, in Washington 
Territory, to issue bonds for the construction of a court-house 
A bill (H. R. 7168) for the relief of Mrs. Sallie Ancrum; 
A bill (H. R. 7330) granting a pension to Josie H. Babb; 
A bill (H. R. 7468) granting a pension to Lemuel Adams; and 
A bill (H. R. 8085) granting a pension to Amos C, Weeden. 


LABOR OF LETTER-CARRIERS. 
I desire to take up Senate bill 2076. 
Mr. DOLPH. Let the bill be for information. 
Mr. MILLER. It will only take a moment. ‘ 
Mr. BUTLER. Before that is done I should like to appeal to the 
Senator from New York to allow me to take up Senate bill 371, of which 
I have given notice two or three times, which is a bill for the 
of restoring certain naval cadets to their proper places in the Navy. 
There are two reports, one made by the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE] 
and one by myself. I dislike to be so im nate about it, but this 
is the third time I have asked it, and I hope the Senate will take the 
bill up and dispose of it in the morning hour, if my friend will yield 


for that purpose. 
I should have no objection to yielding if it would 








Mr. MILLER, 


Mr. MILLER. 
not lead to any debate; but Iam informed thatitwill. The bill which 
I wish to call up I think will epee of the bill, and then 
the Senator’s bill may come in just that. his bill would lead 
to no debate I should have no objection to yielding. 

Mr. BUTLER. It will take some debate, I am very frank to say. 


Mr. MILLER. Then I hope the Senator will allow me to pass this 
bill. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Debate is not now in order. 

Mr. DOLPH. I should like to say a word. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not in order to say anythine 

Mr. DOLPH. I understand, but there has been a little debate h.. 
tween the Senator from New York and the Senator from South Carolina. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Chair has been endeavoring to 
restrain it. If there be no objection the Senator from Oregon wil! pe 
recognized to debate the question. 

Mr. DOLPH. Merely to say a word, not to debate the question, | 
wish to say that I desire this morning to take up the bill which was 
under consideration Thursday and Friday mornings with a view to tr, 
to conclude it. I was not fortunate enough to get the floor when the 
morning business was concluded, but I will say to the Senators that | 
hope they will not press the consideration of the bills they have men- 
tioned but will let us take up the one to which I referred, which has 
been partly considered. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New York moves 
to proceed to the consideration of a bill which will be read by its title. 

The Corer CLerkK. A bill (8. 2076) to extend to letter-carriers the 
advantages secured to other employés of the United States by section 
3738 of the Revised Statutes, relating to hours of labor. 

Mr. ALLISON. Is that an eight-hour bill? 

Mr. MILLER. It is the eight-hour bill for letter-carriers. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on proceeding to the 
consideration of the bill. [Putting the question.] The noes appear to 
have it. 

Mr. MILLER. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator from New York explain what the 
bill is? 

Mr. MILLER. The bill simply puts the letter-carriers of this coun- 
try in the same condition as all other employés of the United States 
Government, to labor eight hours a day. The Department heretofore 
has ruled that under the peculiar wording of the language letter-car- 
riers were not entitled to come under the law. This bill simply does 
this, nothing more and nothing less. It is certainly just that they 
should be put on an equality with all other employés of the Federal 
Government, That is all there is of it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have no objection whatever to that, but if there is 
no arrangement made for the additional time within which letter-car- 
riers now discharge duties it might put certain localities to a very great 
inconvenience to have them work only eight hours a day. 

Mr. MILLER. There is nothing in the bill that prevents the Post- 
master-General or the postmasters of the various cities from regulating 
the time of beginning work or ending it on the part of any letter-car- 
rier. It is entirely within their discretion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will call the roll. D.- 
bate is not in order. 

Mr. CONGER. What is the question? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on proceeding to the 
consideration of the bill moved by the Senator from New York, on 
which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. : 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was calJed). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN] who is absent. 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Alabama [Mr. Morcan]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MAXEY. Iam paired with the Senator from Connecticut [ Mr. 
HAWLEY] who is absent. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I am paired with the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. MANDERSON], who is absent in the discharge of dutics imposed 
upon him by the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. I am paired with the Senator from Indi- 
ana [Mr. HARRISON], who was called away from theSenate on business, 
and as I do not know how he would vote, I withhold my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 32, nays 13; as follows: 


YEAS—32, 
Beck, Conger, Ingalls, Stanford, 
Berry, Dawes, ease of Nevac=. Vance, 
Blair, Eustis, Kenna, Van Wyck, 
Brown, George McMillan, Vest, 
Butler, Gray, Miller, Voorhees, 
Call, Hamptor, ow oa 
‘ H. ugh, itthorne, 
_— Tlearst, onan, Wilson of Md. 
NAYS—13. 
Aldrich, Dolph, Mitchell of Oreg., Wilson of Iowa. 
Allison, Edmunds, Morrill, 
Chace, Hale, Riddleberger, 
Cullom, Hoar, Teller, 
ABSENT—31. 

Biackburn, Gibson, Mahone, Plumb, 
Bowen, apa pases m, 
Camden, e n, 
Cockrell, Hawley . Mitchell of Pa., Saulsbury, 
Evarts,” ganas of Actcane . = Sewell,’ 

yne, , 
Pair, Pike, Spooner. 
Frye, son, Piatt, ; 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, asin Committee of the 
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Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It provides that eight hours 
shall constitute a day’s work for letter-carriers who are now or who 
may hereafter be employed by or on behalf of the Government of the 
United States; and there shall be no reduction in compensation paid 
for services rendered by reason of this limitation of the hours of labor. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD LANDS. 


Mr. DOLPH. I now move to take up for consideration the bill (S. 
2172) restoring to the United States certain of the lands granted to the 
Northern Pacific Railroad Company to aid in the construction of a rail- 


road from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, and to restore the same to 


settlement, and for other purposes, the bill having been under consid- 
eration heretofore in the morning hour. 

Mr. BUTLER. Before action is taken upon that motion I move 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of Senate bill 371. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion is not in order. One 
proposition can not be substituted for another in that way under the 
rules. The Senator from Oregon [Mr. DoLPH] moves that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill he has indicated. 

Mr. BUTLER. Upon that motion I ask for the yeas and nays, and 
give notice that if the proposition is voted down I shall ask the Senate 
to proceed to the consideration of Senate bill 371. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. On the question of taking up the bill 
the Senator from South Carolina asks for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded tocall 
the roll. 

Mr. MAXEY (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY]. Not knowing how he would 
vote, I decline to vote. 

Mr. MILLER (when his name was called). 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Ransom]. 
should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). I am paired for the day 
with the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN], who has been 
called home, and my colleague {Mr. HAWLEY] is paired for the day 
with = Senator from/Texas [Mr. MAxery], as has already been an- 
nounced. 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). I am paired generally 
with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN]. Not knowing how 
he would vote on this question, I withhold my vote. 

Mr. TELLER (when his name was called). I am paired on all polit- 
ical subjects with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Grnson], but I do 
not consider this as a political question, and therefore I shall vote. I 
vote ‘‘ yea.’? 

The roll-call was concluded. 

"Mr. HALE. My colleague [Mr. FRY£] is absent from the city, and 
is paired with the Senator from Maryland [Mr.GorMAN]. If my col- 
league were here, he would vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I announce again my pair with the Senator 
from Nebraska [Mr. MANDERSON], who is absent on official business. 

The result was announced—yeas 35, nays 9; as follows: 


I am paired with the 
If he were present, I 


YEAS—35. 
Aldrich, Coke, Harris, Spooner, 
Allison, Conger, Hoar, Teller, 
Beck, Cullom, Ingalls, Vance, 
Berry, Da Kenna, Van Wyck, 
Blair, Dolph, MeMillan, Voorhees, 
Bowen, Edmunds, Mitchell of Oreg., Walthall, 
Cameron, . Morrill, Wilson of Iowa, 
Chace, Gray, Palmer, Wilson of Md. 
Cockrell, Hale, Sherman, 
NAYS—9. 
Brown, Eustis, Hearst, Vest, 
ler, Tlampton, Pugh, Whitthorne. 
ABSENT—32. 
Blackburn Harrison Manderson, Plumb, 
Camden, ’ Hawley, Maxey, Ransom, 
Colquitt, Jonesof Arkansas, Miller, Riddleberger, 
Evarts, Jones of Florida, Mitchell of Pa. Sabin, 
Pair, of Nevada, Morgan, Saulsbury, 
a a er 
’ rson ike, we 
Gorman, Mahone, ’ Platt, Stanford. 
So the motion agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 


was 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 2172) restoring to the 
United States certain of the lands granted to the Northern Pacific Rail- 


Toad to aid in the construction of a railroad from Lake Su- 
perior to Sound, and to restore the same to settlement, and for 
other the pending question being on the amendment pyo- 
posed . VAN WYCK, in line 10 of section 1, after the word ‘‘main,”’ 
to strike out— 


Line which extends from Wallula Junction, in Washington Territory, to the 
city of Portland, in the State of Oregon, exce ¢ such of said lands as appertain 
to and are coterminous with the branch line canene the Cascade Seeatinn 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 


And branch lines where the railroad required by said acts has not been con- 
structed and completely finished on the date of the passage of this act. 
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So as to make the section read: 


That all the lands heretofore granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany by an act entitled “An act granting lands to aid in the construction of a 
railroad and telegraph line from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, on the Pacific 
coast, by the northern route,” approved July 2, 1864, and subsequent acts and 
joint resolutions of Congress, which appertain to and are coterminous with that 
part of its main and branch lines where the railroad required by said acts has 
not been constructed and completely finished on the date of the passage of this 
act, be,and the same are hereby, resumed by the United States and restored to 
the public domain, and made subject to disposition and settlement under the 
general laws relating to the public lands. 

Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President, when this bill was taken up on Fri- 

day last on my motion I did not intend to discuss its provisions unless 
it should become necessary to make explanations in regard to some of 
its features, and what I did say on Thursday and on Friday last was the 
briefest possible statement of what I considered it my duty to lay be- 
fore the Senate. I had the floor on the bill which was taken up at 2 
o’clock on Friday, the bill to provide for the taxation of railroad lands, 
and was about to proceed and conclude my remarks commenced cn the 
pievious day when I was induced to give way to the Senator from Ne- 
braska [Mr. VAN Wyck] from an incidental observation, stating to 
him distinctly that if he intended to make a speech I would not give 
way as I wanted to finish my own. 
I de not know that I ought to complain, however, as for nearly two 
hou: was delighted with the music of his voice, with his rhetoric, 
his logic, his continuity, and the skill with which he discussed four 
bills in one speech. That was some compensation for what I should 
otherwise have regarded as a tedious infliction waiting for him to con- 
clude in order that I might resume the floor. The Senator took occa- 
sion during the progress of his speech to say—and I see that some of 
the newspapers have taken up and reiterated and enlarged his state- 
ments—that the history of this bill for the forfeiture of the North 
Pacific grant would show that it was in the interest of the railroad 
company. 

Mr. President, if the gentleman intended to insinuate what I see has 
been substantially claimed by some of the newspapers, that I am in any 
manner connected with the Northern Pacific Railroad Company or 
any other railroad company incorporated by an act of Congress, or to 
which any Congressional grant was ever made or which has any interest 
whatever before or likely to come before Congress, what he stated was 
wrong and very unjust. I never had adollar’s worth of interest in the 
Northern Pacific Railroad Company in either its stock or bonds. I 
never had any official connection with that railroad company. I have 
not since I have been a member of this body been of counsel for or in 
any way or in any manner connected with that railroad company or 
any other company interested in any measure before this body, and I 
would consider such a thing highly improper. 

I will say further that I am ready to support the bill introduced this 
morning by the Senator from Kentucky | Mr. Breck], as it is a proper 
measure. The fact that by the bill reported by me from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands it is proposed, as was asserted here on Friday 
last, to forfeit something like 3,000,000 acres of land claimed by the 
Northern Pacific Railroad Company is sufficient to show that the alle- 
gation that the bill is in their interest or desired by them is an ab- 
surdity. Compared with the lands which it is proposed to forfeit by 
this bill, the amount of the lands which appertain to the uncompleted 
portion of the Cascade branch is smal]. Compared to their value the 
value of the lands which appertain to the Cascade branch is insignifi- 
cant. 

AsI stated on a former occasion, the gap now uncompleted of the 
Cascade branch is only 75} miles; that extends through the Cascade 
Mountains, where all the lands are of very little value, so that the ques- 
tion is one of sentiment only as to whether those lands should be for- 
feited. 

Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator from Oregon allow me to ask him 
a question for information? 

Mr. DOLPH. Certainly. 

Mr. GEORGE. What is the distance from Wallula to Portland? 

Mr. DOLPH. I will state the distance—214 miles. 

Mr. GEORGE. Is there not a railroad already built from Portland 
to Wallula? 

Mr. DOLPH. 
marks heretofore. . 

Mr. GEORGE. Built by a company who had no subsidy? 

Mr. DOLPH. There is a railroad built by such a company. 

Mr. GEORGE. That had no subsidy from the Government ? 

Mr. DOLPH. That had no subsidy from the Government or any- 
body else. 

Mr. GEORGE. Does the Northern Pacific Railroad Company now 
propose to build another road on that line? 

Mr. DOLPH. I will come to that ina moment. It will be neces- 
sary for them to build it in the near future. Anybody who is ac- 
quainted with the geography of the country knows that the Northern 
Pacific for its own protection and to meet the increasing demands for 
transportation will be compelled to build that road in the near future. 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] asked me on Thursday 
what the distance of the completed road was on the Cascade branch. 
I told him probably 100 miles. I can now inform him that there have 


There is one already built, as I have stated in my re- 
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with the wishes not only of the Republicans of my State but in ¢), 
terest of the people of Oregon. They desire that we shall go (ji;, 


been on the east side of the mountains 1374 miles constructed and on 
the west side of the mountains 50 miles, making 187 miles built of the te 
Caseade branch, and only 75} to build, and on that 75} miles a tunnel is | at this matter and forfeit this land grant for 214 miles of road » = 
being constructed and the contract is let, and the road is being graded as | no work has been done. 
[ understand. I mention this to correct my former statement in regard | Then the Senator stated that the Republican convention i; \\ 
to the length of the road which has been constructed; the distance, the | ington Territory had resolved in favor of the forfeiture of this o:.,. 
Senator will see, is very much greater than I stated on Thursday. The | Well, it is true that in the Republican convention held at Seat(|, 1 ' 
tunnel is 1.5 miles in length. | year such a resolution was adopted. But I have presented he, 

I will say further that I am informed that on Friday last the Presi- | had referred to the committee resolutions of the boards of trade of +)... 


dent of the United States accepted 50 miles of that road constructed on | cities of Walla Walla and Tacoma, and petitions and papers repressi; 
the east side of the mountains extending to Ellensburg. the will of the people in regard to that matter protesting against ¢}, 
I say, therefore, that the proposition that this bill as it came from | forfeiture of the grant for this branch. The Senator should remem)e, 
the committee, which proposes to forfeit the land grant for 214 miles, | also that the resolutions he referred to were adopted before ev {ii \¢)), 
lands which are claimed by the company and which they contend are | work had been done on this branch to indicate a present intention oy 
not ferfeitable, is in the interest of the company is so absurd on its facce | the part of the company to complete it, when the people of Washins 
as to need no answer. ton Territory believed that this branch was not to be completed oy, 
As this bill came from the committee it did not touch the Cascade | the Cascade Mountains, and that they were to be indefinitely tied wy (, 
branch, because the majority of the committee did not believe that it | Oregon, and that all transportation between the two portions of th. 
would be wise to include that branch and stop construction upon it, in- | Territory must be by the Columbia River. The sentiment of the peo 
asmuch as the lands for the uncompleted portion were comparatively 
valueless and the line of road an important one. The interest of the 


ple of the Territory has changed, so that to-day there is not one man jy 
Government does not require that itshall be forfeited. The interest of 


five of either party in the whole Territory but would protest avainst 
the forfeiture of this grant for the uncompleted gap in the Cascac; 

the settlers does not require that it shall be forfeited. I repeat, the | Mountains. They are looking forward to the early completion of that 
majority of the committee believed it would be unwise to interfere with | branch and-to direct communication-with the East. 
the completion of that branch, and they thoughtit was bettertoattempt | The Senator also said it was evident this bill was in the interest o/ 
® practical thing, to forfeit the lands for the 214 miles from Wallula to | the Northern Pacific Railroad Company because no attorney of the 
Portiand on which no work has been done and where the lands are val- | company had been before the committee. The Senator knows I intro 
uable and where the grant is in the way of settlers. ‘The committee | duced the very same bill at the present session that I introduced two 
believed it was better to do that than to load down the bill with the | years ago. He knows that the bill I introduced last Congress \ 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Nebraska. pending for a considerable time before the Committee on Public Lands 

While I do not believe that the interests of the Government require | He knows that Colonel Gray, the general counsel for the Northern |’1- 
the forfeiture of the lands on the line of the Cascade branch, or that | cific Railroad Company, appeared before that committee and others, | 
the interests of the settlers do, there are interests that demand the for- | think, and wearied the committee with their arguments against tle 
feiture of the grant on that branch. There are corporations that are 
necessarily interested in forfeiting that grant, and among them is the 


forfeiture of this grant, alleging that it was not forfeitable. And it 
was my understanding at the commencement of this session that th 

Canadian Pacific Railroad Company, whose road is already completed 

to Puget Sound, and they are not the only i The Senator 


Committee on Public Landsdid not desire to hear long arguments from 
; corporation. 
from Nebraska acknowledged on Friday that the bill introduced by 


lawyers representing these corporations in regard to the forfeiture ques- 
tion, and felt themselves able to consider it without the aid of counse! 
him to enable the Union Pacific Company to construct branches was Mr. VAN WYCK. Did they attend? 
proposed legislation desired by the Union Pacific Railroad Company, Mr. DOLPH. I will not yield for any suggestion. 
and that insofar as they desired the passage of that bill he represented Mr. VAN WYCK. Did they ask to be heard before the committ¢e ’ 
their interests here. Mr. DOLPH. I will not yield to a ‘‘single suggestion,’’ because | 
Now I will tell the Senate another thing that perhaps is not under- | recollect my experience on Friday last. 
stood here. One object of the bill introduced by the Senator is togive | Then the Senator says that this bill as introduced provided for a 
the Union Pacific control of a direct line to Portland. They already | extension of time for the construction of the Cascade branch. ‘To be 
control the Oregon Short Line, commencing atGranger, on the Union | sure it did, and it provided something further that the experience 0! 
Pacific, and extending up to the boundary line of Oregon at Snake | the future will demonstrate was a proper provision. It provided th:' 
River, where they coanect with the Oregon Railway and Navigation | the Northern Pacific Railroad Company in order to obtain this extension 
Company, one branch of it, and have a through line down to Umatilla | of time should assent to the conditions of this bill, in other words 
to the junction with the branch that extends to Wallula Junction and | should give up this grant from Wallula to Portland. 
then on to Portland. The Union Pacific Railroad Company is reaching | The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] read from section 8 of th: 
out to get control of this Oregon Railway and Navigation Company’s | granting act to show that this whole grant if the road was not coin- 
road, which is built from Portland to Wallula. It is reaching out for | pleted within the time prescribed was forfeitable. He read as follow- 
the trade of that region in competition with the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company, and the Union Pacific Railroad is the most powerful 


And be it further enacted, That cach and ovary grant, right, and privilege here 
are so made and given to and accepted by said Northern Pacific Railroad Com 
interest that would naturally be opposed to the completion of the Cas- 
cade branch. 


y, upon and subject to the following conditions, namely: That the said com 
vey anil pea the work on said road within two years from the approval 
of this act by the President, and shall complete not less than 50 miles per year 
after the second year, and shall construct, equip, furnish, and complete the whole 
road by the 4th day of July, A. D. 1876, 


In sixty grants which had been made by Congress prior to the pas- 
sage of this act it was provided in substance that if the road was not 
so completed at a certain time the lands should revert to the Unite! 
States and become a part of the public domain; but this grant is au 
exception. Now I will read the ninth section to ascertain what Con- 
gress agreed with the company should be done if the railroad was no! 
constructed within the time limited in the eighth section. The ninth 
section is as follows: 

. 9, That the United States ke the several 
conditioned — Soa and than’ the said Northern Pacifie Railroad Company 
accept the same, upon the further condition that if the company make any 
breach of the conditions hereof and allow the same to continue for upward of - 
one year, then in such case, at any time hereafter, the United States, by its Con- 
gress, may do any and all acts and a may be needful and necessary 
to insure a speedy completion of said q 

That is what Congress agreed with the company should be done »! 
they were in default for a year, if they failed for a year to construc! 
the road within the time limited in section 8, Congress might do wl.’ 
ever was necessary tosecure the speedy completion of the road; and! 
same idea is contained in section 20, the last section of the act, w!'c' 
reads as follows: ' 

the better to hh the object o 

oleaienaneah 7. Si eaeeantaeeneiiiioseenes and welfare by the — _ ' . 
telegraph same or) er, an 

Ce iedasteeek ab oil than but ostioularty tn mo of war, the 

use and benefits of the same for postal, and other purposes, Congre* 


iT 
in- 









































The amendment of the Senator from Nebraska is directly in the in- 
terest of the Union Pacific Railroad Company; it is directly in the in- 
terest of the Oregon Short Line Company; it is directly in the interest 
of the Oregon Railway and Navigation Company, because if the Union 
Pacific Company can secure that route directly to Portland, then they 
would like to cut off the Northern Pacific Railroad Company from con- 
nection with Puget Sound. 

The Senator read to my colleague and myself a resolution of the Re- 
publican convention of Oregon passed two years ago, and intimated that 
we are not carrying out the wishes of the Republicans of Oregon as ex- 
pressed in convention. As was well said by my colleagne, that reso- 
lution only declares in favor of the forfeiture of unearned land grants 
in the State of Oregon. 

The people of Oregon want something practical done; and this bill, 
as it was introduced by me and as it was reported from the Committee 
on Public Lands, is to carry out the wishes of the people as expressed 
in that convention and is in accordance with the resolution; and I will 
tell the Senator from Nebraska that if by the effect of this amendment, 
should it be adopted, orof any other amendment put upon this bill, the 
forfeiture of the grant from Wallula to Portland is delayed and this bill 
is defeated, he will not be able to make the people of Oregon believe— 
and I will notsay that that is the intention of it—that the amendment 
is not intended to defeat the forfeiture of the grant from Wallula to 
Portland where there is no question but that the grantought to be for- 
feited. 

Since this bill was reported I have received numerous communications 


t ific Rail- 
from all parts of my State interested in the forfeiture of this grant, ex- | may at any time, having due regard for the rights of said Northern Paciti 
pressing satisfaction with the provisions of the bill, and especially with road Company, add to, alter, amend, or repeal this act. 


the provisions which are made for settlers. The bill igin accordance | This act is sui generis. There is no such provision contained in any 
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of the previous sixty acts which had been passed by Congress. Con- ee ea. power te bun him up in his work. This privi lege t > 
gress agreed’ Stair talarhoes and anule thie aotleeed gust to the (ee ae to eee of resumption and furnish another =a specific nud 
he tha’ Congress Pr | exc aavO- remedy tor 1e pubiic injury which might be causec 'y Gelay or 
construction of the goad: That is not simply my unsupported sugges needful as n ndaea tl bastedine the sank: inde foo eceair tha toetoaae 
“Mis. GEORGE. I should like to ask the Senator a question. Oe oot 

Mr. DOLPH. I will yield "know whether as Mississippi. means of going on. < all you that imsuring the speedy comple tion of the work? 

Mr. GEORGE. I desire to know whether as a lawyer the Senator You might as we lout the han strings of a race horse to insure his flee tness 
thinks that the ninth section of the grarting act prevents the opera- 
tion of the law of forfeiture in case of a grant on condition-subsequent; 
and if he believes that it does prevent the operation of the law of for- 
feiture as he understands it and as it has been expounded by the Su- 
nreme Court in a case of a failure to comply with the condition, then 
upon what grounds can we pass this bill ? 

Mr. DOLPH. Iam coming to that directly. I am now answering 
a suggestion made by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. Van Wyck]. 

Mr. GEORGE. 1 want an answer to my question. 

Mr. DOLPH. Iam coming to that. 

The Senator from Nebraska said the original bill introduced by me 
contained a provision that the railroad company might have a certain 
number of years, three years, to complete the Cascade branch. I said 
that was true; but it was connected with a provision that in order to 
obtain the time the Northern Pacific Railroad Company should assent 
to the provisions of the bill, and we would be able in that way to get 
the railroad company out of the way of the forfeiture of this grant, so 
that there might be no uncertainty left concerning the matter after the 
act has been passed . 

As I said, 1 am not unsupported in this view of the grant, and I pass 
up to the Secretary a paper which is an extract from a speech made by 
me nearly two years ago, on the 3d of July, 1884, on the bill for the 
forfeiture of the Atlantic and Pacific grant, and I ask him to read a 
qaotation from a decision rendered by Judge Deady in the United States 
cireuit court for the district of Oregon, in 1883, in the case of Hughes 
rs, The Northern Pacific Railroad Company. 
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My object, therefore, in providing affirmatively in the bill as I intre- 
duced it, that the Northern Pacific Railroad Company might have three 
years in which to complete the Cascade branch was to induce them to 
give their assent to the bill. Having the action of Congress and the 
assent of the railroad company which I proposed to get in thut manner 
to the forfeiture of the grant from Wallula to Portland, I thought to 
avoid the question as to whether the lands were forfeitable. 1 did not 
intend to say in my remarks, as the Senator seems to have understood 
me, that I am satisfied that this is the correct legal interpretation of 
the grant; but it is an interpretation which has been placed upon it 
and raises a question which I desired to avoid and which I attempted 
to avoid in the bill introduced by me. 

I did not want when the act had been passed and the grant forfeited 
so far as an act of Congress could do itand the land restored to the pub- 
lic domain that there should still be hanging over these lands and over 
all settlers upon them a question as to whether the grant was forfeitable 
or not if I could avoid it; and I believe still, though the committee 
differed with me, and the provision extending the time was stricken 
out in committee and the bill reported by me in accordance with the 
views of a majority of the committee—I believe time will demonstrate 
the wisdom of what I attempted in the bill as it was introduced of ob- 
taining the assent of the company to the forfeiture. So much in ex- 
planation of that provision. 

Mr. GEORGE. I should like to ask the Senator how he can avoid 


The Secretary read as follows: the cons‘zuction which he thinks might be put upon the act by virtue 
But the condition im upon the defendant by section 8 of the act is even of the ninth section except by getting the consent of the railroad com- 
modified by the of section 9, from which it plainly appears that sofar | pany to a waiver of its right ? 


from Congress intending that the powers of a corporation should cease or be- 
come forfeit in any particular by reason of its failure or inability to keep any of 
the conditions by said section 8, it expressly reserved to itself the right, 
in case of such mre for the period of one year, to “do any and all acts and 
tm oe may be needful and necessary to insure a speedy completion of 
the sat road, 

In this way Congress undertook to secure the completion of this great national 
work in any event, and so plainly declare in advance what otherwise might have 
been left to inference and argument from analogous cases, that it reserved to it- 
self the right to deal with the defendant for any failure to comply with the con- 
ditionsof the grant, and to excuse or enforce the same as it might under all cir- 
cumstances deem just to the defendant and best for the publicgood. Indeed, in 
view of the magnitude and hazard of the undertaking it was expressly provided 
that even Congress should not take advantage of a failure to perform ony of the 


Mr. DOLPH. If the construction put upon the grant by the railroad 
company is correct, I do not think we could doit. I will not say that 
I think it is correct, but it requires serious consideration; and looking 
only to the interest of settlers on the lands we propose to forfeit, work- 
ing in the interest of the people of my State, and being familiar with 
the decision of Judge Deady as to the forfeitability of this grant, I had 
considered that question and undertaken to provide against it so far as 
was possible. 

In other words, I proposed to treat with the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road. I proposed two years ago last winter when I introduced the bill, 
before any considerable portion of this Cascade branch had been con- 
structed, to say then to the company, “‘ we will give you time to con- 
struct the Cascade branch if you will waive any claim tothe land from 
Wallula to Portland;’’ and I believe still that that was a wise posi- 
tion, a wise forethought on my part looking to the protection of the 
iuterests of settlers, at least calculated to prevent litigation which may 
extend through years and be a cloud on their titles. 

I ought to say also that a bill was reported from the Committee on 
Public Lands more than two years ago which included the Cascade 
branch. It was reported by my then colleague in the Senate. It 
would not have been courteous for me to have moved its considera- 
tion in this body, and the zeal of the Senator from Nebraska was not 
sufficient to induce him to move its consideration. It slept on the 
Clerk’s desk, and the result has been that nearly 200 miles of the road 
on that branch have been constructed, until there is nothing valuable 
left to forfeit of the entire grant on that branch. 

The very first day of this session I introduced a bill to forfeit this 
land grant, and I urged it upon the attention of the committee to re- 
ceive consideration before other important measures were considered 
that were demanding the attention of the committee. I reported the 


Congress 
pay 2 nee work as required by the act, but, as was said 
in United States ts. § Sawyer, 174), it was devoted to the construction 
is the duty of tosee that it isso applied. 
a point Southern Pacific Railroad Company vs. Orton, 6 Saw., 


And this position is fortified by the fact that when Congress intended that 
fallen tok iiechtecred i iooneaan ary i Fo 
ure eepa upon 80, as in section 
18, where it ie provided that unless two millions of the tock is subscribed and 
10 per cent. paid thereon within two years from the passage of the act, “it shall 
be null and void.” (18 Federal Reporter, 106, 108.) 


Mr. DOLPH. I willalsosubmit an extract from an opinion of Hon. 
J. 8. Black which is contained in the same speech: 
Hon. Rosert M. McLane, 
Chairman of the Committee on Pacific Railroads, 
. . ¥ Tee PS mn * 
Now, letus look and if there is jing in thisact of incorporation which 
declares that the lentlgeent eee eee . ie void, or aeenad ie 


In the first place it will be observed that the tis in verba de prxsenti—the 


title is vested in the y at the moment when the charter isaccepted. Un- | bill under consideration. For the third time, on my motion it has 
a grants, it does not provide that the title is to be vested as the | heen taken up for consideration. I stand by the record. 
It gives it all atonce; and when the road is made may issue, not to I said I desired to aim at something practical. I would rather not 


If, therefore, the of the company is now | antagonize more than is necessary any interest which opposes the for- 
at by telecine — ae ne ae # title already vested, | feiture of this grant from Wallula to Portland. ‘These are the most 

The eighth section declares that the grant shall be held upon conditions, &c., | Valuable lands. That is a lineupon which another road has been built 
one Salen aiaoumeiation ef tae end within a certain time, afterward by which the public are now accommodated, but nevertheless I do not 
extended. This I admit ma there were noth 


conditional, and the —, a So —e attempt to conceal my position onthis matter. Iam not in favor my- 
Bot there is something more. . 


self, as I said on Friday, at this last hour when so great a portion of 
ninth section prescribes what the penalty shall be for a breach of the | the Cascade branch has been completed, and looking upon the con- 
a aeauten vont ee In ae Seana the views | struction of this branch as I do as a very important commercial enter- 
toad‘By the terms of the contract this is the only thing thatthe tee prise, of putting any obstacle in the way of its completion. It is not 


It in the interest of either settlers or the United States to forfeit the grant, 

tates cemaination, wriicln have been drawn from the naked | hut isin the interest of rival railroad corporations and of rival towns to 
It has been — “ those that are springing up on Paget Sound. But at the same time I 

argued (I do not know by whom) that the right to “do any and all . P 5 up s d 

ae penne Se needfui a eee Goad believe we shall be more likely to accomplish what ought to be done, 

this hesagvuriasstameean land grant by legislative act. I hope | that concerning the propriety of which there is no question, the forfeit- 

abound. ee nnn ravens © anuat coy that it ko ure of the grant from Wallula to Portland, by not loading this bill 
The power to deprive a man of 


property without process of law is a very | down with amendments. 
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Mr. President, I donot believe that anything should be done by Con- 
gress for the interests of the railroad company alone. We ought to do 
right, we ought to be just, we ought to be just to a railroad company 
as well as toindividuals. But that is not the controlling question with 
me in this matter of land-grant forfeitures. Nearly two years ago in 
this speech, already referred to, I stated my views of the considerations 
which should control our action in such cases, and I ask the Secretary 
to read a quotation from my speech. ‘That position I stand by to-day. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


So far as questionsof vested rights are concerned, the railroad companies stand 
before the courts and before Congress upon an equality with the Government, 
protected by law. The grant to a railroad company or other corporation is a 
contract between the Government and the company, and the right to modify, 
alter, or repeal it so as to affect property and rights of property does not exist 
unless reserved in the charter. These grants were not intended as to the 
companies, and ought not to be continued for their benefitalone. The grants 
were made for the benefit of the public, in consideration of public benefits to be 
derived therefrom; and if proper to be made at the time, and the public interests 
demand their continuance, they should be continued. So far as rights of prop- 
“~ have become vested by compliance with the conditions of the grants such 
rights are beyond the power of Congress. So far as equities have arisen b 
reason of circumstances that may have caused or may excuse the delay, suc 
equities are proper matters for consideration. 

As between the Government and the corporations, unless the public interest 
requires the continuance of the grants, I am prepared to vote for the forfeiture 
of every unearned land grant, and for the forfeiture of the unearned portion of 
every grant, But, until lam ready to condemn the policy inaugurated under 
the administration of Washington, and which received the sanction of nearly 
every subsequent administration until the Republican cow came into power 
and the ardent support of the leading statesmen of every administration, I am 
not ready to admit that all unearned land grants should be furfeited upon the 
principle that grants of land in aid of internal improvements are wrong se. 
The interest of the railroad com y ought not to be a controlling question in 
determining the question of forfeiture. The test in my opinion ought to be 
will the public interest be better subserved by the forfeiture of an unearned 
grant and the restoration of the land to the public domain than by permitting 
the grantee to comply with the conditions of the nt by the construction of 
the road and earn the grant? And as in the first instance the grant was made 
for the benefit of the public, the question whether it ought to be forfeited should 
be determined with a view of protecting the public interest. 


- Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President, there are some people so constituted 
that you can not mention the word ‘‘corporation’’ or ‘‘monopoly”’ in 
their presence but it has the same effect as shaking a red rag before a bull. 
‘They come at you with horns down and and tail up, pawing the ground 
and bellowing. I am not one of that sort. As I said before, I would 
treat in matters of legislation every corporation justly, every corpora- 
tion fairly, and undertake to protect equally the rights of all. 

The Republican party is not, as has sometimes been asserted here, 
alone responsible for land grants to railroads. Between March 4, 1850, 
and March 4, 1861, a period-of sixteen years, there were forty-seven 
grants made to railroad companies. Since that time there have been 
only forty-four grants, three less grants to railroad companies made 
under Republican administration than under Democratic administra- 
tion. It is nota party question. The policy of granting lands to rail- 
road companies may have been a mistake; but even now, after all that 
has been said upon it, in the light of experience I do not so believe. 

I do not believe the grant to this company was a mistake. Look at 
the transformation which has been wrought in the country which this 
road traverses. When this grant was made it was a wilderness inhab- 
ited by hostile bands of Indians. The United States Government was 
constantly called upon for protection to the citizens. Now there is no 
longer a frontier on the line of the road. Thriving cities and towns 
and cultivated fields and mines which are worked have taken 
the place of what was then a wilderness. The United States has re- 
ceived the benefit which it was to receive for this grant in the opening 
of the country and in the development of it. Passing over the line of 
this road the hardy pioneers have occupied the best lands in every quar- 
ter made accessible by it. 

I hold in my hand another extract from the speech before referred 
to in which I discussed the question of the propriety of forfeiting that 
portion of this grant from Wallula to Portland and the propriety of ex- 
tending the time for the construction of the Cascade branch. As it was 
made after more deliberation and more preparation than I am able to 
command in the presentation of the facts to-day, I ask that the Secre- 
tary read what I send to the desk in order that it may be incorporated 
in my remarks. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Mr. Dotpn. I need not to this body detail the history of this company. Nor 
need I state with what en , since the company recovered its financial 
embarrassments caused by the financial crisis of 1873, the co ion of its road 
has been pushed across the continent, The rapidity with which this road was 
constructed attracted the attention of the whole country, but the interest in the 
P of the work in other portions of the Union was slight compared with 
the interest with which the people of the Pacific Northwest watched its prog- 
ress. Alleyes were turned with expectation toward it. We waited and ho 
and at last rejoiced greatly when the last spike was driven and the main line 


from Lake Seer to Wallula was completed, and Oregon was connected by 
rail with her sister States. 

Wallula is about 214 miles from Portland. The Northern Pacific there con- 
nects with the O n Railway and Na m Company's road, which forms a 
part of the through line from Su to Portland. From Portlandalong 
the south side of the Columbia to a point just below Kalama, which is upon the 
north or Washington side of the River, and thence to New Tacoma,on Pu 
Sound, the road is completed. There is also railroad connection between New 
Tacoma and Seattle, poe by the constructed portion of the Cascade branch 
of the Northern Pacific Railroad and partly by a railroad by an- 
other eompany. There is also completed and in over 25 miles of the 
Cascade branch from New Tacoma eastward, and the construction of that 


and by causing the rapid settlement of the country along the line of the road” 
has increased 


gant 


= should be 
should be in 





branch is being carried on from the Columbia River westward. It w; 
large amount of money and uire considerable time to construct the « : 
branch. If the land grant of the company should now be forfeited | }iav. .,. 
doubt that the effect of the forfeiture will be the necessary suspensio:, uf +),. 
work of construction upon this branch as wellas uponthe mainline  ~— 
As to that portion of the grant between Wallula and Portland, apply); 
rule by which, as I have before stated, I think the question should 
mined whether a grant should be forfeited, I think the time has come w},, 
people will be benefited more by an immediate restoration of the grante:| |, 
to the public domain and to the operation of the land laws of the United sig 
than by longer holding them from market in order to secure the construct 
of the road. I am informed that the company during last year did sor, 
along the north side of the Columbia River upon this line, but the work 
been pushed with an ene 


cost a 
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nthe 
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which indicates an intention and ability of speedijy 


completing that section of the road. 


Another company has constructed a road from Portland to Wallula, which 
gives the public the benefit of a through line, and. to that extent lessers ih. 
public benefits to be derived from the construction of the Northern Pacific roaq. 

the inconvenience and injury to the community which wi!) )¢ 
caused by the further withholding of the lands from market. Many persons 
have settled upon these railroad lands and are anxious to secure title. As| 
have before said, if it appeared certain that the road would be built at once. the 
most satisfactory way to secure the rights of these persons, in my judcment 
would be to permit the lands to be earned and the settlers to secure their title 
from the company. 

In considering what should be done for the relief of these persons there js 4 


question worthy of consideration as to the power of Congress to divert the 


lands granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company from the object of the 
namely, the construction of the road, which Ihavealready discussed. The 
ill offered by myself for the forfeiture of this portion of the grant avoids this 


question, and if it should become a law would at once, no doubt, settle the ques- 


tion of title to all the forfeited lands. It requires the company to assent to the 
rovisions of the bill. The company agreeing for itself, its stockholders, and 
mdholders, and the United States agreeing for the public, to the forfeiture, the 
title to the lands and the power of Congress to dispose of them would be finally 


settled, whatever may be the power of Congress without such assent to declare 
a forfeiture of the grant. 


Asa condition upon which an extension of time is granted for the completion 
of the Cascade bi I have no doubt that the company would assent to the 
rovisions of a bill for that purpose by which the grant for a portion of its main 
ine from Portland to Wallula would be forfeited. Should the bill reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands become a law the courts would be called upon 
to determine whether Congress had the power to divert the grant from the ob- 


jects to which it was made. But in the mean time, and until some final adjudi- 


cation of the question could be had, the title of the settlers to the lands would 
be under a cloud, and their value would be greatly impaired. 

Looking at this question from my standpoint, unless the act to forfeit this 

in such a shape as to secure the assent of the company, 
vor of providing for the institution of a suit at once by the 
United States against the company, and all parties claiming under it whose 
rights are not provided for in the act, to settle finally and within the shortest 
practicable time the question of title at the expense of the United States, instead 
of leaving it to be settled at the expense of settlers under the land laws, and 
providing for an early final decision of the case by giving it preference on the 
nee et all courts, requiring the courts to hear it, and shortening the time 
‘or appea! 

The circumstances are quite different in regard to that portion of the grant for 
the Cascade branch. That partof Washington Territory lying west of the Cas- 
cade Mountains is entirely cut off and se from ern Washington by 
the Cascade Mountains. Withoutthe construction of the Cascade branch, which 
is in fact the direct line, the only communication between the two portions of 
the Territory is by way of the Columbia River Valley. The lines of transpor- 
tation and travel through or connect at Portland. Western Washington 
contains about 30,000 — miles, and is about three and a half times as large 
asthe State of New pshire, It contains the great Puget Sound, with its 
fertile islands, capacious harbors, and its 2,000 miles of shore indented by bays 
and inlets. It probably now containsthe most extensive and valuable forests of 
timber in the United States. P 

Underlying these vast forests of fir, pine,and cedar are inexhaustible mines 
of iron and coal. It has considerable tracts of the finest agricultural land. Its 
waters teem with fish. In short, it isa valuable portion of the great Northwest, 
destined to be the future homeof millionsof people. It was, until the establish- 
ment of the civil government for Alaska, the extreme northwestern portion of 
the organized territory of the United States. The citizens of Washington Ter- 
rit were among the earliest and most intelligent friends of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad. believed that they are entitled to direct railroad com- 
munication with the eastern portion of the Territory and with the main line of 
the Northern Pacific by way of the Cascade branch. : 

I believe they are so entitled. Iam frank to -_ that in my opinion the con- 
struction of the Cascade branch would not be immediately advantageous to 
Oregon, or to Portland, its chief city, and I even doubt whetber its present con- 
struction would be profitable for the company itself. I base my action in this 


matter upon broader than the interest alone of the 7 le of my State. 
I believe I should be to my duty if I permitted myself to be governed by 
such a consideration, and by my silence, my voice, or my vote helped to place 


on in the way of the completion of this branch. I shall be governed 
in this matter by what I conceive to be the interest of the whole Northwest 
and of the whole country, and will not without a protest see so large and prom- 
a section of the country cut off from direct communication with the rail- 
system of the Union at a time when the long-deferred hopes of its people 
Ninois, Micsie Alabama, Florida, Louis‘ Arkansas, Missouri, lowa 
° uisiana, Ar ° , Iowa, 
Michigan, Wissooska’ Minnesota, and have all received from the Fed- 
eral Government valuable lands for the purpose of aiding the construction of 
railroads, and other States and Territories have received the benefits of 
valuable ts made to corporations to aid the construction of railroads within 
their By the ity of the Government they have been given the 
facilities of railroads and telegraphs, daily mails and schools; their resources 
have been developed, their unoccupied lands settled and cultivated, and they 
have = independent of farther national aid. Are the repre- 
contatives in this of these States which have been heretofore so high|y 
favored by the Genesal Goversnmney and whose Senators and Representatives 
were once suppliantsforaid from the Federal Government for railroads for their 
States, willing to deprive far-off Washington Territory of the aid heretofore 
granted to herasingle direct railroad connection with the railroa 


on time is past when necessary for the Government to aid 

‘the — eee eeree be true in most of = mates -— 
but it is nottrueas to Washington Territory. The condition of Us 

ly the same as was the condition of the Territorice 

thei received liberal Government aid for the construction 0! 

r railroads,and w now, by reason of the settlement of their territory 

and the development of their resources, no | 2. The sparse 

population of the great Northwest, the difficulties of constructing railroads, tk? 
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of the transportation of railroad material, the high prices of labor, 
mane. cost of railroad construction very great. 
“To the Government itself the question as to whether the land grant of the 
sorthern Pacific shall be forfeited and restored to the operation of the land 
Hee or earned by the railroad company and sold to settlers, is of no great im- 
ee Iam not concernod about the sum that would find its way into the 
Povlie Tr if the lands were restored to the operation ef the land laws. 
concern is to know what is for the best interest of the people of Oregon and 
Washington Territory and of the whole country. If any people deserve liberal 
tment at the hands of Congress it is the people who braved the dangers 
po endured the toils and ips incident to pioneer life in that country, 
= who have waited so long for the tide of immigration just now setting 
rat of Congress in behalf of Oregon, in view of our great extent of 
territory, our and rapidly increasing internal, interstate, and foreign com- 
erce, our great rivers, our extended seacoast, our rapidly increasing popula- 
tion and development liberal appropriations for the improvement of our rivers 
pe harbors. should feel in a measure estopped from asking such liberal 
twatment in this regard as our people deserve if the reasons for doing so were 
ot strong to prevent me from assisting in depriving the people of 
Washington Territory of the aid heretofore granted by Congress for the con- 
struction of the t highway across the continent which for the last quarter 
of a century ieee been the object of their hopes by day and the subject of their 
b it. 
cerielly. attention to another matter which I deem worthy of careful con- 
sideration in connection with the proposition to forfeit the land grant for the 
Cascade branch of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. The Canadian Gov- 
ernment has expended sumsof money inthe improvement of the St. Law- 
rence River, and i is making a great effort to secure the trade of the Northwest. 
The Canadian Government has also already expended and is expending fabu- 
jous sums in the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railroad. It 
seems Ce! that in a comparatively brief period we may look for the comple- 
tion of that road, and when that time arrives there is scarcely a doubt but that 
Great Britain will subsidize a line of pannus between the city of Vietoria 
and Hong-Kong and other ports of China and Japan, and Victoria will become 
acompetitor for the trade of the East, not caly wee Portland and the cities of 
P Sound, but with San Francisco, which hitherto enjoyed a monopoly 
of trade on the Pacific coast. In view of this fact it is not alone Western 
Washington or the poea of the Northwest or the stockholders and bondhold- 
ers of the Northern Pacific that are interested in securing a through line of rail- 
road for the Northern Pacific from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, but such a 
through line is a national necessity to enable us to fairly compete with Great 
Britain for the commerce of China and Japan. 


Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President, I have felt it incumbent on me, in 
view of the character of the discussion on Friday last, to say this much 
in regard to my position on this bill, to state this much of its history 
and the history of the legislation which has been proposed on this sub- 
ject. I have quoted from my speech of 1884 to show that my position 
to-day is my position of two years ago. Thisspeech from which I have 
quoted was circulated among my constituents all over the State. So 
that the Senator from Nebraska need not concern himself about the 
people of my State or ask whether I am carrying out their wishes or 
not. Iam representing their wishes, and if I were not it would not 
affect my action. I respect the people of the State who have honored 
me with a position in this body, the highest within their gift. 

Every suggestion made by a representative body or by an individual 
of that State receives careful consideration. I re¢ognize that I am, in 
a measure, a servant of theirs, their agent here, and I think no mem- 
ber of this body will accuse me of not having served them with zeal 
and eS since I have been a member of this body, whatever may 

i to the ability and the discretion with which it has 
been done. But I have other duties to perform here; there are other 
duties which require the attention of a United States Senator, and when 
the time comes that upon a great national question, a great commer- 
cial question, I can not speak and vote for what I think is right and 
just and for the advancement and prosperity and glory of this great 
nation, I will no longer act at all. A man may be a successful poli- 
tician for a time who is willing to trim his sails to every wind of popu- 
lar opinion, but in my judgment he will not serve at all times the in- 
terests of his country. 

Having said this much, I submit, so far as I am concerned, the 
amendment to the Senate. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Does the Senator from Mississippi 
desire to proceed now, as there are but ten minutes of the morning 
hour left? 

Mr. GEORGE. Iwill goon. I have some facts to present. 

Mr. HOAR. If the gentleman having this bill in charge prefers and 
the Senator from Mississippi prefers, I will ask that the Senate proceed 
with the bankruptey bill now, and let his remarks be made consecu- 
tively to-morrow. But I will not force such a suggestion on anybody. 

Mr. GEORGE. I prefer to go on at this time until the morning hour 
expires. I have some facts that I desire to present to the country and 
the Senate in relation to this railroad forfeiture, and they may as well 

gotten in now as at any time hereafter. 

I desire to say in the outset of the remarks I propose to make that I 
ould not have voted as I did this morning to take up this bill if I had 
regarded the action of the Senate on railroad-land forfeitures was to 
confined simply to the passage of this bill. I regard this bill as 
insignificant. I regard itas really doing nothing in the discharge 
great duty which the American Congress owe to the American 
reference to railroad land forfeitures. I understand that this 
of railroad, on that A ge of it which lies between Wallula and Port- 
Oreg., and line of which this forfeiture is to take place, 
only along that has already been preoccupied by another rail- 
whose charter was granted by the State of Oregon. 
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It also appears that this Northern Pacific Railroad, with its magnifi- 
cent grant of land equal in area to the States of Indiana and Massa- 
chusetts combined, with all this backing on the part of the Government, 
and with obligation, as was supposed by the law making the grant, to 
build a railroad from Wallula to Portland as a part of the whole line 
required to be built, was unable or unwilling to build it within the 
time fixed by the law, and that another railroad company, without a 
dollar of subsidy from anybody, without an acre of land or a bond or 
anything of that sort, as a mere commercial speculation because it was 
a good investment for the money, built the road before the Northern 
Pacific Company reached Wallula; so that its road, when it reached the 
point in the long and dilatory years in which it neglected to build it, 
found this part of its line already preoccupied by another railroad com- 
pany. Andof course, finding the territory already occupied, it did not 
undertake to build its road, and so far as I know now, so far as any 
evidence has been produced to the Senate, the Northern Pacific Railroad 
Company does not propose to build the road by which it couid earn the 
thedands attempted by this bill to be forfeited. So all of our legisla- 
tion as now presented in this bill in favor of enforcing the rights of the 
United States and the rights of the people of the United States in ref- 
erence to railroad forfeitures amounts simply to this, that we propose 
to declare that forfeited to which the railroad company does not even 
pretend to have any right. 

Then I was justified in saying that if that was all that was proposed 
to be done when we act upon this bill, I should not have voted to take 
itup. Ithink it is wholly immaterial to the rights of the United 
States whether this bill in the shape in which it was reported by the 
committee is passed ornot. Amendments have been offered, and I am 
in hopes.that other amendments will be offered, as we have the ques- 
tion up, by which the sense of the Senate will be tested on the general 
question of the forfeiture not only of the grant for this railroad com- 
pany, but of all grants to railroad companies that have been made in 
the last twenty years. 

And right here before I go further I will allude to a remark made 
by the Senator from Oregon just before he took his seat in reference to 
the policy of the two parties on the subject of railroad grants. He said 
the policy of making grants to railroad companies did not originate with 
the Republican party. True it did not; it originated with the Demo- 
cratic party, but the difference between the two parties as I understand 
it and as the history of the country shows is that under Democratic rule 
a very small, a very moderate, and a very just donation was made by 
the General Government in aid of the building of railroads. In noin- 
stance so far as I remember were more than six sections per mile, amount- 
ing, I believe, to three thousand eight hundred and some edd acres to 
the mile, ever granted by the Democratic party. The people of this 
country were satisfied with that. It was buta fair and just encourage- 
ment to the building of railroads in sparsely settled localities and in 
which the United States was a great landed proprietor. 

Butin this case there was a departure from that. The grants here 
areenormous. They extend in the States to ten sections per mile, 6,400 
acres per mile; in the Territories to twenty sections per mile, 12,800 
acres per mile. And this very railroad company whose case is now be- 
fore the Senate received a grant of 42,000,000 acres of land. Think of 
that, an area larger than the States of Indiana and Massachusetts com- 
bined. The company received it on a condition. The act was passed 
the 2d day of July, 1864. The condition was that they should com- 
mence the work within two years and finish it within twelve. They 
made no effort so far as appears; not a spade was put in the ground, not 
a bush or tree was cut away from the right of way by the railroad com- 
pany; the whole time elapsed; and in July, 1868, they came in here 
and got another privilege, and that was that they should have two years 
more in which even to make acommencement. The original grant was 
made during the war, when it was regarded as a means of national de- 
fense, in 1864. After the war and the time had expired they had done 
nothing up to July, 1868. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair must call the attention 
of the Senator to the fact that the hour of 2 o’clock has arrived, and 
it is the duty of the Chair to lay before the Senate the unfinished busi- 
ness, which is the bankruptcy bill. 


UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. 

Mr. HOAR. IdeSire to move certain amendments, to which I think 
there will be no objection, and I will simply say that nearly all of them 
are in the line of striking out what seem to be regarded as the harsher 
features of the bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Will the Senator from Massachusetts 
yield a moment to me? I should like to inquire if the Senator from 
Mississippi has any wish to go on and finish his remarks at this time ? 

Mr. GEORGE. I should like to go a little further. 

Mr. HOAR. I consider myself rather bound to go on, having yielded 
to these land bills three or four times, and I am as anxious as anybody 
that they should maintain their precedence. I suggested in private to 


| my honorable friend from Mississippi that I thought we ought to go 
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on with the bankruptcy bill, and I want to try and finish the bank- 
ruptcy bill in a very short time, I hope to-day; so that, perhaps, the 
Senator may have an uninterrupted time to-morrow. 
Mr. GEORGE. ‘The Senator may go on with the bankruptcy bill. 
Mr. HOAR. In line 23 of section 15 I move to strike out “‘six’’ and 
insert ‘' twelve.’’ 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
The Cuter CLERK. 
out 





The amendment will be stated. 
In section 15, line 23, it is proposed to strike 
‘*six’? and insert ‘‘twelve;’’ so as to read: 


The supervisor shall visit and inspect the office of every clerk and commis- 
sioner within his circuit as often as once in every twelve months. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. Now I move to strike out the first paragraph of section 
26, down to line 12. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Mrrcw EL, of Oregon, in the chair). 
The Senator from Massachusetts moves to strike out part of section 26, 
which will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the words proposed to be stricken out, as follows: 


That at any time before or within three months after the adjudication, upon 
proof being made a affidavit, to the satisfaction of the judge, that any bankrupt 
or person against whom proceedings i in bankruptcy are pending is about to leave 
the district, and that his departure will hinder, impair, or delay the proceedings 
therein, the judge may issue his warrant to the marshal directing him to arrest 
said bank rupt, or supposed bankrupt, and him safely keep until he shall oe 
bail or recognizance, in a sum to be specified in said warrant, for his appearan 
from time to time, as — by the court, and for his obedience to all lawful 
orders of the court in said proceedings. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. Inow move, in section 30, line 10, after the words “‘ the 
Fourth of July,” stating what days shall not be counted in enumerat- 
ing time, to insert the words “‘or other day made a legal holiday by 
act of Congress.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Cuter CLerKk. In section 30, line 10, after the word ‘‘ July,”’ 
it is proposed to insert ‘‘ or other day made a legal holiday by act of 
Congress;’’ so as to read: 


Or on any day appointed by the President of the United States as a day of 
— fast or thanksgiving, or on the Fourth of July, or other day ——— 
vr pns on Congress, in which case the time shall be reckoned exclusive 
of that day ° 


The amendment was agreed to. 

_ Me. HOAR. In section 33, line 15, I move to strike out the words 

‘or open accounts made, passed, or contracted in the course of his busi- 
ness;’’ and in line 17 to insert the word ‘‘was’’ instead of ‘‘ were,”’ 
which is required to make the sentence graramatical if the first amend- 
ment be adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, which will be stated. 

The Curer CLERK. In section 33, lines 15 and 16, it is proposed to 
strike out the words ‘‘or open accounts passed, or contracted in 
the course of his business;’’ and in line 17 to strike out ‘“‘were’’ and 
insert ‘‘was;’’ so as to read: 

Or has 5 nded and not resumed tof his commercial for a 
pasied of Geist dogo ahtat the anen wee pealie. er 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. In section 34, line 8, i move to strike out the words 
‘"by the next mail’’ and insert ‘‘forthwith.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Curer CLerK. In section 34, line 8, it is proposed to strike 
out the words ‘‘ by the next mail’’ and insert in lieu thereof the word 
‘*forthwith;’’ so as to read: 


Pr hy ee 
the court. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. HOAR. In section 35, line 36, I move to insert, before the word 
‘*the,”? where it occurs the first time, the word ‘‘all;’’ and in the same 
line to strike out the words “ consenting are the only ;”? and 
in line 37, after the word “in 
opportunity to appear and prosecute the petition; ’’ so as to read: 


_ All parties interested have had opportunity to appear and prosecute the peti- 


tion. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. In section 35, line 36, after the words “ satis- 
fied that,’’ it is proposed to insert ‘‘all;’’ and after the word “ par- 
ties,’? where it first occurs in the same line, to strike out the words 
*‘consenting are the only parties;’’ and after the word ‘‘ interested,’ in 
the next line, to insert ‘‘ have had opportunity to appear and prosecute 
the petition;’’ so as to read: 

If the issue is found eal a gow mc the petition shall be dismissed, 
but it shall not be dism fe or by consent of parties, 
unless the judge is noe ame had TS = 

prosecute the 


appear ullien.e or that the acts of bankruptcy 
committed, &c, 


The amendment was 


Mr. HOAR. In section 42, line 21, I move to strike out the words 
“levy, seizure;’’ so as to read: 

And 
ayant , charge, or lien existing upon the prop- 

The amendment was agreed to. 


adjudication ma: 
the same forthwith to the 


be 
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Mr. HOAR. I should go back and strike out, in lines 16 and 17, if 
the same section, the words ‘‘and this whether ‘judgments have been 
obtained or not.’’ I move that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to 

Mr. HOAR. Now, in line 23 of the same section I move t: 
out the word “‘ judgment.”” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. In line 25, of the same section I move to ; 
the word “‘levied.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

_ Mr. HOAR. Then I move to strike ont, in line 29, all afte er the wor rd 

‘appointment,’’ down to and including the word ‘‘trustee,”’ in jjne 
i the print of the bill that I have line 29 follows line 27 in number 
but not in the text. The amendment begins, ‘“‘ And the mo mey or 

perty in the hands of any officer,’’ &c. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The words proposed to be stricken 
out will be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. In line 28 of the same section it is moved, after 
the word “‘appointment,”’ to strike out all down to and including th 
word ‘‘ trustee,’’ in line 30; as follows: 


And the money or property in the hands of any officer arising from suc) le v} 


strike 


Strike out 


or seizure, before payment to the creditor, shall be the property of the tru 


The amendment was agreed to 

Mr. HOAR. I move, in line 320f that section, to strike out ‘ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. I move to strike out the words “‘judgment or seizure,’ 
in line 33, and insert the word ‘‘or’’ after ‘‘lien;’’ so as to read: 


Any such lien or attachment. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

a HOAR. I move to strike out, in line 34, the words ‘‘ 
,”’ at the beginning of the line. 

“The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SPOONER. Let section 42 as amended be read. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The section as amended will be read. 
Mr. HOAR. Let thereading begin at line 13, where the amendments 


in. 
The Ohief Clerk read as follows: 


And the trustees shall have the aoe to avoid any transfer which the judg- 
ment creditors or other creditors of the bankrupt, or any of them, might, by any 
way or means, have avoided; and the estate in his hands shal! not be subject to 

or incumbrances which, for want of record or otherwise, 
ve been valid as against the creditors of the bankrupt, or a: ny 
of them; and every attachment, garnishment, charge, or lien, existing upon th 
proverty of the the bankkra by virtue of any process, or proceeding against him 

ay law or in equity, entered, or laid within three 
mroutinn bateee tier bankruptcy, such ee eon provided 
in relation to acts of bankruptcy, shall on a peg udication and 
appointment: Provided; That all the lawful and taxable costs charges of the 
creditor and officer in respect to any such lien, or attachment, or of the suit in 
which it was laid, incurred in good faith, shall be a first lien upon the property 
affected thereby. 


ss 
‘levy. 


was levied 


Mr. HOAR. Now, in section 45, line 8, I move to strike out the 
words “‘the wife of the bankrupt or” and all the rest of the section 
wher tha eel “esmes,** te bee Th 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 

The Curer CLierK. In section 45, line 8, it is proposed to strike out 
the words ‘‘the wife of the or;” and in line 12, after the word 
‘*manner,’’ to strike out all down to and including the word ‘‘attend. 

ance,’’ in line 15, as follows: 

Ifthe bankrupt's wife fail to attend after due notice, the banicrupt shall nt » 
SE on eens Un peeves to Che aationeian of the court that he 
was unable to procure her attendance 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. Now in section 67 at the end of the section I move to 
add these words: 

And may admit any claim which may be dal competent evi- 
dence in cases where the proof requ by section 66 can not be had. 

I will state that section 66 requires an oath to be administered to th: 
creditor or some duly authorized agent or attorney of his as prelim- 
nary to the proof. oe suppose a man were absent in the Fast, or 
were where he could not be reached, his then place of abode not beine 


might be doubt whether that claim could be proven at all without the 
form of oath prescribed in section 66, a searching oath to the con<civ» 
of the creditor. So it seems proper to provide that the court may ad- 
gy a an tp me Aas mien 


amendment was to. ' 
Mr. HOAR. In section 78 I move to strike out all the section alter 
line 30. 
The PRESIDING a The words proposed to be stricken 
out will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read 2 as follows: 
The fact that a transfer was not made in the ordinary course of the debiors 
busine be prima facie evidence of fraud on his part and of a reasons)!¢ 
Se ae ne ene pete. 
The period of six months shall be reckened in the same manner as herelo 
of bankruptcy. 
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Mr. HOAR. Now, in section 82, line 10, I move to strike out after 





the word “or”? the words down to “‘he,”’ in line 12. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proposed amendment will be re- 
rted. 


The Carer CLERK. In section 82, line 10, after the word ‘‘or,’’ it 
js proposed to strike out all down to and ineluding the word “‘he,’’ in 
line 12, as follows: 

rader whose annual transactions exceed $5,000, he has failed to keep 
—- <i aacvunts, or that he. 
So as to read: 
Or has without valid excuse failed to obey any order of the court. 


The amendment was agreed to. ; 

Mr. HOAR. In the same section I desire to amend a mistake in the 
printing simply. In line 17 there should be a period after the word 
‘‘eredit,’”? and the next word ‘‘the’’ should begin with a capital letter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘That correction will be made unless 
there is objection. ’ , * 

Mr. HOAR. In section 102, line 4, after the word ‘‘shall,’’ I move 
to insert the words ‘‘ knowingly and fraudulently.’’ I think that is 
the intent of the section now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

ted. 
Pphe Curer CLERK. In line 4 of section 102, after the word ‘‘shall,”’ 
it is proposed to insert the words ‘‘ knowingly and frandulently;’’ so 
as to read: 

That any person who shall knowingly and fraudulently present any false or 
fictitious or substantially exaggerated debt or claim for proof against the estate 
ofa bankrupt, or who shall knowingly and fraudulently use any false, fictitious, 
or exaggerated claim in composition, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr.HOAR. Insection 108, I move to strike out after the word ‘‘ per- 
son,” in line 7, all down to the word ‘‘chancery,’’ in line 12. 


The proposed amendment will be re- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


| 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The words proposed to be stricken | 


out will be read. 

Tae Chief Clerk read as follows: 

And no judge shall appoint any person to office under this act who holds any 
other office t or emolument under the laws of any State or under the 
laws of the Un States, exeepting justices of the peace, notaries public, com- 
missioners of deeds, and masters in chancery. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, I move to strike out sections 33, 34, 
35, and 36, being all that part of the bill which provides for involun- 


tary bankruptcy. c : 

I am ready to vote for a bill which allows the unfortunate debtor to 
start again in life by a surrender of all his estate and getting a release 
from hisdebts; but I am not prepared to vote for an involuntary scheme 
of bankruptey, especially if it be characterized as this is by very harsh 
proceedings. I call the attention of the Senate to some of them, so 
that we may know exactly what we are doing. 

I will premise what I have to say, however, by stating that I have 
no very strong faith I shall succeed in the motion which I have made; 
but I believe it to be my duty to make it and present my reasons to the 
Senate for the adoption of the amendment as being just and proper. 

In the first place, Mr. President, the whole theory of these sections 
is based upon a fallaey which I believe to be a great wrong to the people 
of this . That fallacy, as claimed by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, is that when a man becomes insolvent he ceases to be the 
owner of his property; that it then becomes the right and the proprie- 
torship of those whom he owes. That is not true by our Jaw as it now 
is, and it is such a wrong that it ought not to be enacted into a law. 
It is peculiarly wrong in America, it is peculiarly contrary to the genius 
of our institutions and to the habits, the history, and the aspirations of 
our The common law is sound and good enough for us. Ido 
not desire to it. That law is that when a man becomes in- 
debted and is insolvent he still remains the owner, the absolute pro- 
pnetor of his property. 

It is true that that proprietorship is clothed with an equitable trust 
Which he is obliged to preserve, but the ownership of his property, the 
management of the , the disposition of the property within 
legal rules belongs to and not to his creditors, so that a man being 
in insolvent cireumstances has no right to be generous at the expense 
of the creditor. He can not give away that which belongs to him so 
as to affect their rights; but he has the right in nearly every State in 
the American to so manage and control that property, without 
depriving any of his creditors of the benefit of it, without secreting it 

a of family; with these exceptions he has the 
the benefit of his creditors. 

in and says that when a man becomes insolvent 
or a fool; that he is not after that time to be al- 


is to be taken out of hishand and putwhere? Put 


Success. It is proposed to put it in the hands of a judge, and to put it 
in the hands of men who no interest in Sbedecrsrvetion of his 
honor or in the increase of his assets, 


to him by the law of the land to man- | though perfectly good, and he is unable to keep his engagements in New 


wa s - | York and Boston. 
2 court, which of all places, of all tribunals, of 
all sgenciag inition te te human race, is the least fit to manage it with 


| 
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Complying with the law, they think they have discharged all that is in- 
cumbent on them. 

Now, I say that idea is the foundation of this bill; that when a man 
becomes insolvent he is to be treated either as a knave who will reb 
his creditors, who will not make a fair and just disposition of his prop- 
erty for the benefit of those to whom he is indebted, or that he is a fool 
and incapable of so doing. 

I am not willing to vote for a bill which is founded upon any such 
principle. Iam not willing to say to the people of America that when 
misfortune overtakes them, when they are unable by reason of some 
calamity over which they have no control and for which they are not 
responsible, some calamity produced it may be by the Government 
itself perhaps, sometimes produced by the agents of the Government, 
the banks—I say Iam not willing to say to the people of America 
when thus circumstanced, when they find themselves unable to meet 
at the day or within thirty days thereafter their obligations, that they 
shall no longer be trusted, that the management of their affairs sha!! 
be¢aken from them and given to a court. 

A man who has the slightest knowledge of the habits, of the private 
history of the American people knows that it is a part of the history 
of every successful man, every energetic, pushing man, that some time 
in his life, for causes for which he is not responsible and over which 
he has no control, he may be unable to meet his obligations according 
to their letter, and yet that same man being left to manage his own 
property, to devote his own talents, his own energy, his own manage 
ment to it, may be enabled afterward to pay every debt he owes and 
save the estate forhimself. That is true; and it is a part of the glory 
of our institutions, of the blessings by which we are surrounded, tha! 
men thus circumstanced have the power, the ability to wrestle with a: 
verse fortune and finally save themselves. This bill prohibits this. I 


| says to the trader, ‘‘ Whenever you remain thirty days in default on 


your commercial paper or on open accounts ’’—— 

Mr. HOAR. That is stricken out. 

Mr. GEORGE. When? 

Mr. HOAR. Just now. 

Mr. GEORGE. Struck out this morning? How is it now? 

Mr. HOAR. ‘‘Open accounts”’ are stricken out altogether. 

Mr. GEORGE. Then on his commercial paper; and I can not see 
any justice in striking the one out and leaving the other to stand. If 
it is a debt, itis a debt. If he has agreed to pay it orally and it rests 
on an open account, he is as much bound in law, in honor, and in de- 
cency to pay it as if he had given his note. It is only a difference in 
evidence, as my friend from Louisiana {Mr. Eustis] suggests. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator pardon me for saying a word at that 
point? I do not wish to interrupt his speech or engage in a debate. 

The difference is precisely this: that when the commercial paper is 
given both the creditor and the debtor know that they are putting the 
debt into a form which is privileged within the operation ef the bank- 
ruptcy law. If they have an open account they know that it is not. 

Mr. GEORGE. If an open account is by this bill brought within 
the operation of the bankrupt law, each party would know it just as 
much as he would in the ease of commercial paper. It is only a ques- 
tion of knowing the law, and under our system every man is presumed 
to know the law. 

A man then having given his note, if he is thirty days in default he 
is put into bankruptcy. It is understood and was decided by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States under the old bankruptcy law that 
a default on commercial paper for the time specified in the act consti- 
tutes legal insolvency, and if a man were worth $100,000 and went to 
protest and remained under protest for thirty days for but $10,000, he 
would be no longer entitled to manage his estate—he became legally 
insolvent. 

That does not suit the people of this country. It does not suit the 
agricultural people of this country, of any part of it. Especially it 
does not suit the agricultural people of the South and West. I will 
state to the Senate how those traders carry on business in the South- 
ern States so that they may know how unjust the provision of this bill 
is. I will take my own State, which I suppose illustrates all of them. 
A large portion of the agricultural laborers there are colored people. 
They rent lands; they do not hire themselves to work. There are very 
few laborers in Mississippi working on the farms as laborers for wages. 
They rent lands, and a great many of them rent mules and agricult- 
ural implements; and then they get their supplies from the country 
merchant, commencing in the beginning of the year. He supplics 
them from time to time until the crap is gathered, when his debt is 


| paid. 


The country merchant buys goods from the North. A bad season 
comes; the price of cotton falls, as it did this year, from 10 to 7centsa 
pound. Hiscountry customers are unable to meet their debts this year, 


Yet he is perfectly solvent. There are no banks 
there to loan him money. There is no extra money in the country to 
borrow; what is to be done? He defaults on his note, and he is a 
bankrupt, when he is worth three or four or five times the amount of 
the debt for which he is put into bankruptcy. He has started with 


whose sole interest is official. | these colored people to supply them throughthe year. He fails in June. 
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He has advanced them half enough to make the cr>p. His store is 
closed. He has mortgages on thesecrops. The result is that failing to 
be able to furnish supplies until the end of the season he fails to col- 
lect one dollar from his customers. They must resortto some one else 
or they must abandon the fields they have undertaken to cultivate. 
Either one thing or the other must be done; either these laborers, these 
tenants who have rented these lands must, when the merchant who has 
undertaken to supply them for the year fails and is unable to supply 
them further, abandon the crop which they have planted or they must 
get somebody else to supply them. Nobody else will supply them as 
long as this prior lien exists on the crops. 

Then again other calamities occur. An overflow comes, a storm, a 
long drought comes, and the country merchant who has his credit out 
among the agricultural people fails on that account to be able to get 
the means to keep his engagements, and yet with another crop, with 
another season. the debts are made good and very nearly all made good. 
But under this bill, whenever an occasion of that sort occurs, there is 
trouble. The merchant’s credits are taken and sold by the trustee in 
bankruptcy; he pays, perhaps, 50 cents in thedollar and isruined him- 
self. 

Then I object to this bill because it makes it an act of bankruptcy 
for a man to exercise his right accorded to him by the law of his State 
to prefer one creditor to another. It is not necessary for me to remark 
to the Senate how essential it is sometimes for a man in failing cireum- 
stances, how his honor requires, that heshould pay one man in prefer- 
ence to another. Atall events itis a right accorded to him by thelaw 
of nearly every State in this Union, and yet if he does anything of that 
sort he is made subject to these involuntary proceedings. 

But then again, upon a point on which the Senator from Massachu- 





setts and myself disagree materially, there is a provision in this billof 


this very extraordinary character: 


Or who, being insolvent, makes a preference to any creditor as hereinafter de- 
fined,or makes an assignment for the benefit of existing creditors, with or 
without preferences, shal! be deemed to have committed an act of bankruptcy. 


When the question was up a few days ago the Senator from Colorado 


{Mr. TELLER] animadverted with some severity upon this provision of 


the bill. The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAR] in response to 
that said that an assignment of that sort was void by the common law. 
I took issue with him upon that point, and I propose now to show that 
I was right and that the Senator from Massachusetts was wrong. I 
first read a well-recognized authority upon this subject; I read from 
Bump: 

The creditors may reject the beneficiar 
ment, and if they do it falls to the ground and becomes a resulting trust for the 
debtor. But if the trust is for their benefit, the law presumes their assent to it 
until the contrary is shown. 

That is where all the creditors reject it, upon the plain principle that 
you can not convey anything to anybody without his consent. You 
can not create a debt without the consent of the creditor; you can not 
make a conveyance of land without the consent of the tee; you can 
not even pay a debt already created, to pay which you are under a legal 
obligation, without the creditor’s consent. You may tender it to him 
and he may reject it. The debt is not paid by the tender. The only 
legal consequence resulting from a tender is simply a suspension of the 
interest until such time as the creditor accepts it. But says this same 
author: 


The refusal of one or more creditors to acce 
valid as to other creditors who desire to claim a 


interest given to them by the assign- 


does not render the deed in- 
t under it, 

So, Mr. President, an assignment for the benefit of creditors, which 
is condemned by this bill even when made without any preference, is 
not void at common law as asserted by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. It is good at common law, and has so been pronounced by every 
jurist of any prominence in this country who has spoken on sub- 
ject. I read next from a decision made by Chief-Justice ; 


The first inquiry is into the rer of the general assignment to Mifflin and 
others, trustees for the creditors of West. 


This instrument conveys to Samnel Mifflin, John Lapsley, and Henry Nixon 
all his estate, real, personal, and mixed, in trust, to sell the same as soon as con- 
veniently may be, and to collect all debts due to the said West, and to pay and 
discharge the debts due from him, first to certain preferred creditors, and after- 
ward to creditors generally. ’ . 

Here is what Chief-Justice Marshall says upon that: 


That a general assignment of all a man’s property is per se fraudulent has 
never been alleged in this country. 


Much less decided. 

The right to make it results from that absolute ownership which cvery man 
claims over that which is his own. * 

Recognized everywhere except in this bankruptcy bill, which says 
that when a man becomes insolvent he does not own his property. 

Mr. MAXEY. Allow me to suggest that at common law a debtor 
has a right to make preference to creditors, if he does so in good faith. 
The question is of ae faith and not of right. 

Mr. GEORGE. atisvery true. TheSenator from Massachusetts, 
however, charged that an assignment for the benefit of creditors with 
or without preference was void at common law. Chief-Justice Mar- 
shall says: 

The right to make it results from that absolute ownership which every man 
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claims over that which is hisown. That it is a circumstance entitled t.,.. 
eration, and in many cases to weighty consideration, is not to be contr. 


Here is another decision, the case of Mayer et al. vs. Helly 
cided in 1875, and under the operation of the old bankrupt Jay 
Supreme Court of the United States: , 


The validity of the claim of the assignee in bankruptcy depends, as 4 p91; 
of course, upon the legality of the assignment made under the laws of o,; 
Independently of the ohwent act there could be no serious question jajae,1 
to its legality. The power which prey one possesses over his own | en 
would justify any such disposition as did not interfere with the existin. ».>),0 
of others; and an —— distribution by a debtor of his property amone }.;. 
creditors, when unable to meet the demands of all in full, would be deemed»... 


erted 
lan, de. 
n the 


Condemnation, however, by the bill now ynder consideration—°* coy) 
mendation ’’ in the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States 
but condemnation in the opinion of the Senator from Massachusetts 
and the bill which he is now pressing before the Senate. Then cays the 
court: : 

Creditors havea right to call for the application of the property of their debtor 
to the satisfaction of their just demands; but, unless there are special circum. 
stances giving priority of right to the demands of one creditor over another. the 
rule of equity would require the equal and ratable distribution of the delice 
property for the benefit of all of them. 

Here is the very point of it: 


Whenever such a disposition has been voluntarily made by the debtor. ¥ 
courts in this country have uniformly expressed their approbation of the pro- 
ceeding. The hinderance and delay to particular creditors in their efforts to 
reach before others the property of the debtor, that may follow such a convey. 
ance, are regarded as unavoidable incidents to a just and lawful act, which {) 
no respect impair the validity of the transaction. 

And so on. 


It would be— 


Says the Supreme Court in the case from which I am reading— 


It would be in the highest degree injurious to the community to have the ya- 
lidity of business transactions with debtors, in which it is interested, subject to 
the contingency of being assailed by subsequent proceedings in bankruptcy, 
Unless, therefore, a transaction is void against creditors independently of the 
provisions of the bankrupt act, its validity is not open to contestation by the 
assignee, where it took place at the period prescri by the statute anterior to 
the proceedings in bankruptcy. Theassignment in this case was not a proceed- 
ing, as already said, in hostility to the creditors, but for their benefit. 


There an assignment for the benefit of the creditors generally and 
equally, which the Senator from Massachusetts says the common law 
condemned and which the Supreme Court says the law does not con- 
demn, was actually commended as a just and righteous and proper pro- 
ceeding. That is a case in 91 United States Reports. Now I will read 
another, because the Senator from Massachusetts is a distinguished law- 
yer and generally very accurate in his statements and he gave a very 
positive opinion against what I regard as the law, and I desire to show 
where the truth is. In the case of Reed vs. Mcintyre, 98 United States 
Reports, 509, an assignment made by one William H. Shuey was there 
attacked. The court say: 

The right of a debtor at common law to devote his whole estate to the satisfac- 
tion of the claims of creditors results, as Mr. Chief-Justice Marshal! declares 
“from that absolute owership which every man claims over that which is his 
own.” 

Citing the very case to which I have already called attention. 


Assignments of property for such purposes, not made with the intent to hinder 
delay, or defraud erediters, were a at common law, even where certain 
creditors were preferred in the d of the debtor’s effects. Nor, accord- 
ing to the doctrines of the common law, could the validity of the assignment to 
Combs he assailed, simply because its effect was to prevent the appellant from 
obtaining by judgmegt and execution a priority and preference over other 
creditors. 


And a great deal more to the same effect. So that this provision of 
the common law, that it is just and right when a man is in failing cir- 
cumstances to allow him to make an assignment for the benefit of his 
creditors equally is, as the Supreme Court say, a just, right, and com- 
mendable action; but it is by this bill made a ground of putting a man 
into bankru , fixing as a rule for the free citizens of this country 
that when become insolvent they shall not have the right to do of 
their own will and by their own action that which the bankrupt law 
says shall be done for them. In other words, by the common law o! 
this land a debtor in failing circumstances may divide his property 
out among his creditors equally—it is his duty to do it—and yet this 
bankrupt bill, which has reason for its being that there shal! be an 
equal distribution of the debtor’s assets among the creditors, says if he 
does it it is an act of bankruptcy, for which he may be proceeded against 
and his property taken from him and wasted in bankrupt proceedings. 
That is not right. It is unjust. It is substituting, as I have int- 
mated already, the worst of all possible agencies for the agency of the 
man himself. This bankruptcy bill does not allow a man after he be- 
comes insolvent to remain honest. It presumes him to be dishonest, 


And so— 


I will read some more: 


and if he undertakes to discharge the obligations which he owes to his 
creditors in the very identical mode which this bankruptcy bili pro- 
vides he that is, by making an equal distribution of his assets 


among his tors, this bill says, *‘ You have done an unlawful thine, 
and we will capture your estate and turn you out and give the a/miu- 
istration of estate to somebody else.”’ 

Mr. President, I have named the fundamental objection which | have 
these clauses authorizing in involuntary bankruptcy. 
Mr. HOAR. Before the sits down I wish to ask him if he 


s 
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understands that the debtor can make an assignment to his creditors 
which reserves any of the property to himself before any of the credit- 
ors are paid—that is, in trust, to pay a part of it to himself? 





Mr. GEORGE. It is a fundamental principle in the law of all as- | 


signments by insolvents that nothing shall be reserved in the assign- 
ment for the benefit of the debtor; but that does not mean this, and I 
also wish the Senator to understand it that it does not prevent a debtor 
in making an assignment from leaving altogether out of the assignment 
a portion of his property. That is a very different principle. The 
debtor may make an assignment, in exact accordance with the decisions 
which I have read, for the benefit of all his creditors equally, or for the 
benefit of a part in preference and to the balance equally, transferring 
only that portion of his estate which is not by law exempt from execu- 


iD. 
ote. HOAR. Mr. President, I do not wish in conducting this bill, 


when so many important measures are pressing upon the attention of 


the Senate, to take up any considerable time in debate myself. I sub- 
mitted the bill without any discussion in the beginning, it had been 
discussed so fully heretofore. 
I can have the attention of the gentlemen who are present, that I am 
willing, without arrogating much capacity to myself—I possess very 
little compared with other Senators—to undertake to prove against all 
contradiction and all comers that this bill, looked at simply as a matter 
for the interest of the debtor, treating the creditor as having no rights 
that a white man is bound to respect, does the debtor more good than 
the absence of this bill can in any possibility do. 

In the first place it gives the debtor a discharge from all debts due 
to persons outside of his own State, which he can not get in any man- 
ner known to the Constitution of the United States otherwise. In the 
next place itgives him as exempt from the claim of creditors everything 
that his State either now or hereafter may choose toexempt. In the 
next place it makes an exemption liberal and humane, whether the 
States make the exemption or not, and in addition to their exemption 
ordinarily, of $500 to himself and a certain amount for the support of his 
family.  Inthenextplaceit provides that the court may permit his busi- 
ness to be carried on for a year, and it is proposed to extend it fora year 
more before we get through, which any one man under the attachment 
or execution law of the State may stop in the absence of a bankrupt law. 
In the next place it provides for a composition by order of a majority 
of his creditors, which can not be done without a bankrupt law unless 


every creditor agrees. In thenext place it enables him to make 
ahi times settlements on paying a percentage on a bargain with 
his creditors, which any one man who can jump on under the State at- 


tachment law and get the preference may stop without it. In other 
words, if I am an insolvent, an unfortunate debtor in failing circum- 
stances, and my next-door neighbor knows that he can jump on to me 
first and secure all my property for himself to the extent of his debt, 
leaving out other creditors, he will not consent to let me pay 50 cents 
on the dollar, although that is all I can pay; and so with the next man, 
and the next. But if he knows that his attachment will not do him 
any good, and that if he has got it other creditors will come in and say, 
“You must divide this equally with us or you may have a composition 
under the direction of a court, or your debtor will be allowed to go on 
and — his business for one year and again another year and your 
debtor a good deal more exemption under the bankrupt law 
than he under the State law,’’ the Shylock will consent. 

Then hereis another thing in this bankruptcy bill which does not be- 
ing oon which can not be i oe» any other system: The laborer 
gets his wages as a preferred debt. @ great manufacturer or a great 
planter every dollar of his estate goes to his laborers before his 
business get anything, and that is another humane proposition. 
Pt ae Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me to 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly; with a question, not a speech. 

Mr. GEORGE. Nospeech. I desire to call the attention of the 
Senator from Massachusetts to that point about preference to laborers. 

Mr. HOAR. I would rather you would do that afterI get through. 

Mr. GEORGE. Very well. Allow me to say that although the 
law gives them a preference out of the estate of the debtor, 


tobe paid by the assignee or the trustee, it does not allow the debtor 


them. 
Mr. HO. No. , 


Mr. GEORGE. And the laborers have to employ a lawyer and go 
to court. 


Mr. HOAR. The debtor very likely does not want to pay them; 
who knows? This bill gives tothese workmen the absolute legal right 
to that against all mankind, and the Senator from Mississippi 
says, “You can have it if your debtor chooses, and if your debtor does 
not you can not.’’ That is the difference. 

Mr. President, the Senator says that I was wrong in the state- 
ment I made the other day, that a substitution for the remedy given 
by law by the debtor of an assignment of his own was void at common 
law. But whether that be true or not, that is not the point that de- 
termines thisbill. The debtor can not make his voluntary assignment, 
4s the Senator just admitted in answer to my question, and keep under 
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it anything for himself. I do not mean that he can not leave out a 
part of his property from the assignment, but he can not say that the 
trustee shall pay over to him any portion of the estate; and therefore, 
if he makes such an assignment and puts in a provision for himself it 
is void, as the Senator admits. If he does not put init that part ofhis 
estate which this bill secures to him, every creditor may hop on to him 
by an attachment or. seizure or an execution and take itaway. I 
say, if he does put in as a reservation what the bill gives to him his 
assignment is void, as the Senator just admitted; and if he does put it 
in, it is there exposed to the first creditor who comes along. This bill 
absolutely secures it to him. 

Mr. GEORGE. But suppose he leaves out of the assignment the 
property exempt by law ? 

Mr. HOAR. But this bill gives him more than the property exempt 
by law. It gives him all that; it gives him $500 for himself besides; 
it gives him a provision for the reasonable maintenance of his family 
for a certain time; and in addition to that it secures the opportunity, 
sf it is thought best, for his business to go on for one year or two years, 
so that his laborers will not be turned out of employment and so that 
he may recover himself. 

There is but one interest that this involuntary part of the bill attacks, 
which is the interest of the man who says, ‘‘I am going to get the whole 
of this property for myself. It is better for the debtor, it is better for 
the laborer, it is better for the debtor’s family, it is better for his chance 
to go on and pay his debts and recover himself; but there is one man 
that it is not good for, and that is the fellow who stands by and says 
**T will attach or seize on execution the whole of this man’s property 
and put it in my own pocket, and the rest of his creditors may whistle, 
and he shall whistle for his discharge.’’ 

Why, Mr. President, what is this thing that my friend from Missis- 
sippi makes so much talk about in relation to taking away from a man 
the right to make an assignment himself? Suppose I am in debt and 
a bankrupt, and can not pay over 50 cents on the dollar, who are the 
people who ought to have the right to say who shall be the agent who 
shall manage that 50 cents’ worth and make the division of the part 
that the creditors are to have? Should the creditors who own it or 
the debtor who doesnot own it and has got through with it? He has 
no interest in it under any system of law, whether this bankruptcy bill 
passes or not. I thinkif itis a thousand dollars I owe which is to be di- 
vided between my friend from Mississippi and my friend from Ohio, it is 
a little more reasonable for those two gentlemen to say whom they will 
employ to divide it than it is to leave it to me, although it is the pay- 
ment of a debt which I owe to these two gentlemen; and that is all 
there is in this argument. 

If there is anything in this bill that is inhumane or oppressive on 
the debtor, I say that in one, two, three, ten important particulars this 
involuntary part of the bankrupt law, as well as the voluntary part, 
confers on the debtor rights which he can not get under our Constitu- 
tion in any other way. It gives him in the first place his freedom and 
the right to stand up and be a man again, and not have the chain of a 
perpetual indebtedness about his limbs ever after. It gives him $500 
to put in his pocket; it gives him the maintenance of his family for six 
months; it gives him a chance to go on in business; it saves him from 
having his estate gobbled up by one attaching creditor after another, 
making the costs swell up his burden in addition to the debt; and the 
only thing that it does not do, and which it will not do, and which it 
should not do, is that it says the men who live next door shall notstand 
by and attach this man’s property and swell the burden of costs, leav- 
ing the creditors at a distance to go without. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, Iam very glad to hear that this bill 
is in the interest of thedebtor. I have been unable to find out myself 
that it was so. The Senator from Massachusetts says that this is more 
liberal to the debtor than the State insolvent laws and the State ex- 
emption laws, and the Senator claims great credit because of this 
clause: 

And the court may allow the bankrupt a suia of money not exceeding $500 
for his support pending the proceedings, if his circumstances require it. 

The court may doit. The law does not give it to the debtor. The 
law allows the judge to give a man who owns property $500 of it if he 
sees proper, and that is the great benevolence and the great bounty of 
this bankruptcy law! 

Then again the Senator from Massachusetts said it was a great thing 
for the laborers of the country, that it gives them an absolute lien and 
preference upon bankrupt estates. I do not know what the law of 
Massachusetts is upon that subject, but I can tell the Senator what the 
law of Mississippi is upon that point. Every mechanic in Mississippi 
has a lien upon the work, the house, the building, or the structure of 
any sort upon which he labors. Further, every agricultural laborer in 
the State of Mississippi has a lien upon the crop until his wages are 

aid. 
° Mr. HOAR. The Senator will pardon me. This bill preserves all 
that expressly, and says that every lien that exists shall be preserved. 
And it says in addition to the laborer, if the crops burn, or the man 
gets it out of the place, or the house burns, you shall have the first 
lien on all the rest of his property. 
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Mr. GEORGE. Let meanswer the Senator. The difference between 
the Senator and myself is this: When this bill was up two years ago I 
offered an amendment which was opposed by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts and voted down, which allowed the insolvent owing his labor- 
ers to pay them their debts outof his estate without its being an act of 
bankruptey. Itwas voted down. You compel the laborer to whom a 
debt of ten, fifteen, twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty dollars may be due 
to employ a lawyer, to await the dilatory proceedings of bankruptcy, 
to go 100 or 150 miles to the court, and then await the good easy time 
of the bankruptcy proceedings in order to get his money. 

I venture to say that a laborer having money due him by a bankrupt 
will not, under this bill, in one case out of a hundred, be ever able to 
get one dollar in the way of dividend from the bankrupt trustee under 
the period of twelve months, and then only after the payment of a 
lawyer. That is a great boon to the laborer, isitnot? Here is a bank- 
rupt who owes him. Here is a bankrupt who knows he ought to have 
the money. Here is a laborer who depends on his daily or weekly 
wages for his living. The bankrupt becomes insolvent without his 
knowledge. The bankrupt is willing to give him his wages; he wants 
to give him his wages; he knows the laborer would like to have it; 
and yet by this bill if he pays one dollar to a laborer it is an act of 
bankruptey, and if the laborer knows he is insolvent and accepts the 
money he will be compelled by the bankrupt court to surrender it. 
That is a great boon to the laborers of this country, is it not? Turn- 
ing them over to the dilatory proceedings of the bankrupt court, to a 
lawsuit to recover wages which they ought to have at the end of every 
week in order to live. 

Mr. HOAR. The bill provides for all that in section 73, which de- 
clares: 


That the court may, at any time after the adjudication, order pay ment, in 
whole or in part, of privileged debts, according to their rank, without formal 


declaration of a dividend, 

Mr.GEORGE. Yes, ‘thecourt may’’ doit, but will the court do it? 

Mr. HOAR. Always. 

Mr. GEORGE. Who knows what the courts will do? They have 
got to convert the assets of the bankrupt into money; they have got to 
pay what fees are due, and then these laborers have to employ a law- 
yer, prove their claim, send it up to the court, and then if there is any 
money in hand, and the court sees proper to do it, the court may give 
them their money. 

Mr. HOA. There is a list of the creditors handed in at the time 
the bankrupt proceeding begins, showing whothey are. If he does not 
do it he would not be discharged. The court then orders the debts to 
be paid. 

Mr. GEORGE. 
until it is proved. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator will permit me, because I have had a 
good deal of personal experience in administering a law like this. 

Mr. GEORGE. So havelI, and I never knew a bankrupt estate con- 
ducted in my life without ruining everybody, creditor and debtor. 

Mr. HOAR. That has not been the e in our State. Our 
people have been entirely satisfied, and the laboring classes more than 
anybody else. If the Senator means to say that there is no knowing 
what the court will do, that is applicable to all laws. We must not 
haveany laws if we can not trust our courts. Put under the provis- 
ion, as I have seen it administered all my life, there was a list of the 
workmen, their wages, to whom to be paid, &c. This is the first bill 
that ever gave them all their wages in fall. The old law gave them 
their wages for three months in full, not exceeding $100 

Mr. GEORGE. Does the Senator know how the provision comes in 
this bill about giving them their wages? It was done on my motion. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator is making his excellent s to show 
how high an opinion we ought to have of him I will agree to it, as 
everybody will who hears him. It is a most excellent provision; I am 
very glad the Senator put it in; but I was talking about a provision 
the Senator has not put in his own good one, and I thought he was 
attacking it as insufficient. 

Mr. GEORGE. I am attacking it; I am attacking the bill because 
it does not contain another provision which I undertook to put in, and 
that was that the bankrupt himself might discharge these debts to his 
laborers. 

The Senator from Massachusetts says all these debts are returned in a 
schedule by the debtor, and the court has nothing todo but to look at the 
schedule and order the debts to be paid. I say that is not the provis- 
ion of the bill. I say that no man—and I call the Senator’s attention 
to it—that no creditor can be paid until he has proved his debt accord- 
ing to the forms laid down in this bill. We all know how these small 
debts due to laborers are postponed. The courtis held 100 or 150 miles 
in Southern and Western States from the place of the laborers’ resi- 


The court can not order a single debt to be paid 


dence. They never see the assignee and never see the court, and some 
little speculator goes around and offers for a certain tage, one- 
half or two-thirds, to collect their debt. So this bill of being 
‘in favor of the laborer is directly a his interest. 
I do not care to say anything more en that point. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The + question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GpondE}). 
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Mr. HOAR. I move to lay the amendment of the Senato) 2 
Mississippi on the table, the debate being over. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Massachusetis / \; 
Hoar] moves to lay on the table the amendment proposed | 

Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Grorar]. 

Mr. GEORGE. I ask for the yeas and nays on that motion 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Several SENATORS. Let the amendment be read. 

Mr. GEORGE. The amendment is to strike out all the sectio:, 
the bill which provide for involuntary proceedings in bankruptc: 
is simply to test the sense of the Senate on that question. , 

Mr. HOAR. It is not necessary to read those sections. 

Mr. GEORGE. Oh, no. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion o; ¢) 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] to lay on the table th: 
ment of the Senator from Mississippi. 

The Sec proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. CoLquiirT]. 

Mr. GORMAN (when his name was called). 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. 


“cc 
nay.’’ 


Iam paired with the 


Iam paired with the 
If he were present, I should y 


Mr. BERRY (when the name of Mr. Jonxs, of Arkansas, was called 
My colleague [ Mr. Jones, of Arkansas] is paired with the Senator from 
Indiana [Mr. Harrison]. If my colleague were here, he wonld vot: 
ac nay.’? 

Mr. MCPHERSON (when his name was called). I am paired wit) 
my coll e [Mr. S—ewELL]. Ido not know how he would vote on 
this question, but I withhold my vote. 

Mr. MAXEY (when his name was called). 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY]. 
vote ‘‘ nay.” 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). 
Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SawYER]. 

Mr. SPOONER (when his name was called). 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest]. 
“*vea’’ on this motion. 

The roli-call was concluded. 


I am paired with the 
if he were present, | should 


I am paired with th 
I am paired with 


Lam paired with the 
If he were present, I should voice 


Mr. ALLISON. On this question I am paired with the Senator from 
Indiana[Mr. Voorners]. Ido not know how he would vote. There 
fore I refrain from voting. If he were present, I should vote ‘yea.’ 

Mr. MILLER. Iam paired with the Senator from North Carolina 


[Mr. Ransom]. 

Mr. CHACE (after having voted in the affirmative). I am paired 
with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray], and withdraw my vot: 

Mr. KENNA (after having voted in the negative). I am paired wit! 
the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. SABIN]. I withdraw my vote an 
announce the pair. 

Mr. BERRY. Iwas requested by the Senator from Kentucky [\M: 
BEcK] to announce that he was paired with the Senator from Maine 
[Mr. HALE]. If he were present, the Senator from Kentucky woul 
vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. WALTHALL. I was requested by the Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. BLACKBURN] to announce his with the Senator from Ne- 
braska [Mr. Manprrson]. The Senator from Kentucky, if preseut, 
would vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. HALE. My colleague [Mr. Frye] is paired with the Senate: 
from Maryland [Mr. GorMAN]. 

The result was announced—yeas 11, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—11. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Hoar, Palavwr, 
Blair, Dolph, McMilian, Wilson of [owa 
Bowen, Edmunds, Morrill, 
NAYS—21. 
Berry, . I " Van Wyck, 
aetein, feat, Mitchell of Oreg., Walthall, 
Butler Goscme, Piumb, Whitthorne. 
Call, , . 
Cockrell, aa Teles, 
Coke, Hearst, Vance, 
ABSENT—41. 
Allison, Gibson, Mahone, Riddleberger, 
ik, Gorman, Manderson, Sabin, 
a Hale; MeP hes cove.” 
' Sawyer, 
Cameron, Harrison, Miller, Sewell, 
Colq it Jones of Arkansas, Me — Spoo 
itt, — ner, 
Cullom, ones of Florida, Payne Stanford, 
Evarts, Jones of Nevada, Pike. Vest, 
Fair, Kenna, Platt, Voorhees. 
Frye, Logan, Ransom, Wilson of Md. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is not a quorum voting. 
roll of Senators will be called. 
The 


——_ to call the roll, and 49 Senators respoude:! 
to their names. the call, 
Mr. PLATT. I desire to say that my colleague [Mr. Hawrry] ws 


The 
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called home at the last of the week and that he will not be present in 
the Senate until to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Forty-nine Senators have answered 
to their names. A quorum is present. The question recurs on the 
motion of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] to lay on the 
table the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
GrorGE]. The yeas and nays will be again called on this motion. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Voornees]. I may have to 
vote to make a quorum, but I withhold my vote for the present. 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from Delaware [Mr. GRAy] on all questions. 

Mr. COKE (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from New York [Mr. EvArts]. On this question, if he were here, 
I should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Co.quitt]. 

Mr. KENNA (when his name was called). 
Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Sanry]. 


I am paired with the 


I am paired with the 
I should vote ‘‘nay,’’ if not 


ired. 
mr. McPHERSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
my colleague (Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. MAXEY (when his name was called). 


Mr. MILLER (when his name was called). 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Ransom]. 
should vote ‘‘yea.’? 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). 
ator from West Virginia [Mr. CaMpEN]. 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). I am paired generally 
with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN], but I presume, on 
good authority, that he would vote on this bill and all amendments to 
itasI would. Therefore, I vote ‘‘nay’’ on this motion. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER]. 

Mr. SPOONER (when his name was called). 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vrs]. 
should vote ‘‘yea.’? 

The roll-call was concluded. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
a quorum voting. 

Mr. HOAR. The vote has not been announced yet. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is so advised. 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not rise to make a criticism on the Chair, but to 
state that there has been no formal or official discovery that we had not 
a quorum voting, and there is manifestly aquoruminthe Chamber. I 
wish to inquire, therefore, of the Chair if it bein order for me to ask a 
unanimous consent at this time? If it be, I ask unanimous consent 
the bill may stand over until to-morrow morning. It seems to me 
probable that this vote discloses the opinion of a majority of the Senate 
against the fandamental measure of the bill, andif I should remain of 
that opinion to-morrow morning at this time, I should ask to postpone 
the bill until December or make some other provision which will be 
satisfactory to the Senate. Senators will see that that is a grave re- 
sponsibility for me to take without having the opportunity to consult 
with my associates in the Chamber. I therefore ask unanimous con- 
sent that the bill stand over until to-morrow at 2 o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachusetts 
asks unanimous consent of the Senate that the bill stand over until to- 
morrow at 2 0’clock. There isa quorum present. The Chair has as- 
certained that fact by an absolute count. 

Mr. GIBSON. I wish to vote “‘nay.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Many Senators on both sides are 
paired with Senators whoare absent. There is much more than a quo- 
rum present. Is there objection to the request of the Senator from 
Massachusetts? 

Mr. ALLISON. I was about to say that with the consent of gentle- 
men I will yoteon this motionsoasto makea quorum. I vote ‘‘yea.’’ 


I am paired with the 
If he were present, I 


I am paired with the Sen- 


Tam paired with the 
If I were at liberty to vote, I 


There is a quorum present, but not 


Mr. HOAR. I suggest, also, that we proceed with the land bill, if 


Senators see fit. 

Mr. KENNA. Is there a quorum voting? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is now a quorum voting. 

Mr. COKE. Lobject toconsent being given to the proposition of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. Let the vote be announced. 

The vote was announced—yeas 14, nays 25; as follows: 


YEAS—i. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Hoar, Sherman, 
Allison, Dolph, McMillan, Wilson of Iowa. 
Blair, . Edmunds, Morrill. 
Bowen, Hale, Palmer, 
NAYS—3. 
Beck, Eustis, Mitchell of Oreg., Vance, 
Berry, George, Payne, Van Wyck, 
Brown, Gibson, Plumb, Walthall, 
a aoe » Whitthorne. 
rger, 
Hearst, Stanford, 
Ingalls, Teller, 
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| ABSENT—37. 
| Blackburn Gorma Mahone, Saulsbury, 
| Camden, Gray, Manderson, Sawyer 
Cameron, Harriso Maxey, Sewell 
| Chace Hawley, Miller, “poo 
Coke, Jones of Arkansas, Mitchell of Pa., Vest 
Colquitt Jones of Florida, Morgar Voo 
| Cullom, fonesof Nevada, Pik« Wils Md 
Evarts Kenna Platt 
Fair Logan Ransom 
| Frye McPherso Sabin, 


| The PRESIDENT protempore. On thi 
| the nays25. So the motion to lay the amendment on thy 
Mr. HOAR. ‘ Does the Senator from Texas now, alte 
of the vote, further object tomy suggestion ? 
| venience of the Senate. 

Mr. PLUMB. I think a motion I will make will probably answer 
the Senator’s purpose just as well. He will have no trouble in getting 
up the bill at any time a majority favors it. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Senate bill 188, to prevent the 
tion of real property by aliens. 

Mr. HOAR. That will answer my purpose just as well. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kansas moves 
| that the Senate proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 188 

| The motion was agreed to. 


easare 14 and 

table is lost. 
the declaration 
It is merely for t!} 


s question tie 


e con- 
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PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUBEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had on 
the 28th of May approved and signed the act (S. 767) for the relief of 
John Leathers. 

The message also announced that the President had on the 29th of 
May approved and signed the act (S. 2156) for the relief of Edward 
Fenlon. 

The message further announced that the President had on this day 
approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 1098) granting a pension to H. R. Duke; 

An act (8S. 1830) granting a pension to C. A. Bailey; and 

An act (S. 1484) to authorize the Kansas and Arkansas Valley Rail- 
way to construct and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes. 


M. ROMAHN—VETO MESSAGE. 

The PRESIDNT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate : 


I return herewith Senat 
M. Romahn.” 

The beneficiary named in this bill enlisted September 15, 1462,» 
charged May 24, 1865. 

He filed his claim in the Pension Bureau December 5, 1882, alleging that in the 
winter of 1862, from being put on duty—standing guard excessively—he became 
afflicted with varicose veins. His army record shows no disability of any kind 
though he served more than two years after the date at which he alleges his in- 
jury wasineurred. His application was rejected on the ground that no record 
of his disability appeared, and that the evidence of the same filed u 
plication was insufficient. 

The claim now made to Congress for relief is the same as that made to the 
Pension Bureau with the allegation added that in May, 1865, his breast and 
shoulder were injured by a railroad accident while he was on detail duty. 

If the latter-described injury really existed itis exceeding strange that it found 
no place in his claim before the Pension Bureau; while the account given of the 
cause of his alleged varicose veins must surprise those who are at all familiar 
with the character of that difficulty and the routine of army service. His con- 
tinued performance of military duty after he incurred this infirmity, the fact 
that he made noclaim for pension on that account untiltwenty years bad passed, 
and the unsatisfactory evidence now produced to support his allegation tend to 
induce the suspicion that the decision of the Pension Bureau was entirely just 
and that this bill is not based upon substantial merits. 


GROVER CLEVELAND, 


» bill No. 1441, entitled “An act grant ito 


{ was dis- 


pon such ap- 


| EXeEcUTIVE MAwston, June 1, 1886. 


UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. PLUMB. Lask leave at this time to present a resolution and 
that it be read, and then, as I understand the Senator from Vermont 
[Mr. EpMUNDs], to whom I have shown it, would prefer to have it go to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, I shall ask for that reference. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the resolu- 
tion will be received at this time and read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Whereas there is now pending before the Judiciary Committee of the Scnate 
Senate bill No. 1609, authorizing the use of public moneys in building branch 
| lines of railroad for the benefit of the Union Pacific Railroad Company, and 
| there is also pending before the same committee Senate biil No. 25% authorizing 
said company to construct branch lines by means of stock and bonds issued on 
the same, and there is also pending before the Senate Senate bill No. 1200, pro- 
viding for extending the payment of the debt owing by said company to the 
Government for a long period of time; and 
Whereas it was charged on the floor of the Senate on Friday, May 28, that 
said Union Pacific Railroad Company had issued a large amount of fraudulent 
stock which is still outstanding, adding to the burden of the people who do 
business over said road: Therefore, 

. That it is the sense of the Senate that no legislation affecting said 
railroad company should be considered until said charge concerning the fraud- 
ulent issue of stock be thoroughly investigated, and the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the Senate be, and is hereby, directed to cause said charge to be in- 

and to make full report thereon to the Senate, and for that purpose 
is empowered to send for persons and papers, administer oaths, and the ex- 
penses ofsaid investigation shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate, 
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The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The Senator from Kansas moves that 
the resolution be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PLUMB. I was going to say that I exhibited the resolution to 
the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary before offering it, and 
he said he wished it to go to the committee. I have no objection to its 
taking that course. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That was the motion I intended to make without 
any comment or criticism upon what the mover of the resolution de- 
sires to say as to whether it is well-founded or mistaken, that the sub- 
ject before the adoption of the resolution should go to a committee for 
consideration. Therefore I move to refer the resolution, for much or 
for little, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I suggest to the Senator from Kansas to insert, 
after the words ‘fraudulent issue of stock,’’ the words ‘and issue of 
bonds,’’ and let the whole matter go before the committee. 

Mr. PLUMB. I accept that amendment, making it read “ fraudu- 
lent stock and bonds.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion to refer the resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ACQUISITION OF REALTY BY ALIENS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 188) to prevent the acquisition of real property by aliens, and 
for other purposes. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Lands with 
amendments. 

The first amendment was, in section 1, line 10, after the word ‘“‘ac- 
quired,’’ toinsert the words ‘‘ by devise or inheritance, or; ’’ and in line 
12, oe word ‘‘ debts,’’ to insert the words “‘ hereafter created; ’’ so 
as to ; 


That it shall be unlawful for any person or persons not citizens of the United 
States, or who bave not lawfully declared their intention to become such citi- 
zens, or for any corporation not by or under the laws of the United 
States or of some State or Territory of the United States, to hereafter acquire, 
hold, or own real estate so hereafter uired,or any interest therein; in an 
of the Territories of the United States or in the Districtof ee ones cnak 
as may be acquired by devise or inheritance or in good faith in the ordinary 
course of justice in the collection of debts hereafter created. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, to add, at the end of section 1, the follow- 
ing proviso: 

Provided, That the prohibition of this section shall not apply in such cases as 
the right to hold lands in the United States is secured by existing treaties to the 


citizens or subjects of foreign countries, which rights 1 continue to exist so 
long 4s such treaties are in force. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 1, before the word “per 
centum,’’ to strike out ‘‘ten’’ and insert ‘‘twenty;’’ and in line 5, 
after the word “‘acquire,”’ to insert “‘ or shall;’’ so as to make the sec- 
tion read: 

Sec. 2. That no corporation or association more than 20 per cent. of the stock 
of which is or may be owned by any person or corporation or corpora- 
tions, association or associations, not citizens the Uni States, shall here- 


after acquire or shall hold or own any real estate so hereafter uired in any 
of the Territories of the United States or of the District of Columbia. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 3, line 10, after the word ‘‘ Con- 
gress,’’ tostrike out the remainder of thesection in the following words: 
And all lands of any such railroad, canal, or turnpike corporation, whether 
uired before or after the passage of this act, which shall not be necessary for 
saivend. canal, or turnpike purposes as aforesaid, shall be disposed of by the cor- 
poration holding or owning the same within ten years next after the passage of 


this act; and if any such lands shall not be so of, the same shall be for- 
feited to and become the property of the United States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CALL. I should like to hear from the chairman of the com- 
mittee reporting the bill some explanation of itas to the public policy 
which requires it. 

Mr. PLUMB. That can be stated in a very few words. The com- 
mittee believed that persons who are not citizens of the United States 
or who have not declared their intention to become such should not 
be permitted to hold real estate within the jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

Mr. GEORGE. In the Territorries? 

Mr. PLUMB. ‘The measure of course is limited, and the committee 
think that at least a safe limitation, to the Territories and the District 
of Columbia. Within that domain at all events, Congress has un- 
doubted jurisdiction. 

Mr. GEORGE. Does it apply to those who already own land? 

Mr. PLUMB. We do not touch them. The bill operates in futuro. 

Mr. GEORGE. It relates to subsequent acquisitions entirely? 

Mr. PLUMB. ‘To subsequent acquisitions entirely, and also is lim- 
ited. It excepts cases where there are treaty stipulations permitting 
ownership of real estate by aliens. 

Mr. CALL. The section of the bill to which I referred was the third, 
which reads: 

That no corporation other than those organized for the construction or Ton 


ation of railways, canals, or turnpikes shall acquire, hold, or own over 
acres of land so hereafter eunleetltn any of the Territories of the United States. 


Mr. PLUMB. I do not understand the comment of the Senator 


Mr. CALL. It is the section prohibiting corporations from oy 
land, the third section of the bill, to which I refer. 

Mr. PLUMB. In regard to that, the committee believed that the 
safest ownership of land was that of natural persons, and that corpora- 
tions should not have unlimited power to hold or own real estate be. 
yond their corporate necessities, such as the right-of-way for railroads 
canals, &e. That the committee believed to be a very wholesome lim. 
itation. In fact, I think if it had not been a new subject, and the com. 
mittee therefure desired to be upon conservative and safe ground, the 
limitation would have been made much smaller thanitis. Personally. 
so far as I am concerned, I wish it were an absolute prohibition agains 
any holding except such as shall be absolutely necessary for the cor- 
porate purposes, to a very limited extent always; but the committee 
thought that in beginning legislation of this kind perhaps the amount 
of 5,000 acres would be safe. 

Mr. GEORGE. Would it not be better to limit it as to value instead 
of the number of acres? 

Mr. PLUMB. The trouble about that would be that the value is q 
subject of fluctuation; it is a subject of estimation, being different in 
the minds of different persons. A corporation might estimate its rea) 
estate at a much less value than it might be appraised for some other 
purpose or by other persons. So the committee sought to limit it toa 
certain area. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


Mr. GEORGE. I offer the following resolution, and I ask to have 
it printed and lie over: 

Resolved, That Senate bill No. 714 be recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary with instructions to report it so amended as to provide for voluntary 
proceedings in bankruptcy only. 

Mr. McMILLAN. [Let that lie over. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HALE in the chair). 
tion will lie over. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House further insisted upon its disagreement 
to the third, fourth, and sixth amendments of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R. 5887) making appropriations for the service of the Post-Oflice 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, and further in- 
sisted upon its amendment to the fifth amendment of the Senate to the 
bill, asked a further conference with the Senate on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. BLounrt, Mr. R1ucs, 
and Mr. BINGHAM managers at the further conference on its part. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the message 
from the House relating to the Post-Office appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the action of the 
House of Representatives further insisting upon its disagreement to the 
third, fourth, and sixth amendments of the Senate to the Post-Oflice 
appropriation bill, further insisting upon its amendment to the tifth 
amendment of the Senate to the bill, and asking a further conference 
with the Senate on the di ing votes. 

Mr. PLUMB, from the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on certain amendments of the Senate to the 
Post-Office appropriation bill, reported that, having met, after fu)! and 
free conference the committee were unable to agree. 

On motion of Mr. PLUMB, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate further insist upon its amendments to the said bill 
numbered 3, 4, and 6, disagreed to by the House of emantves, further in- 
sist upon its disagreement to the amendment of the House to the amendment 
of the Senate numbered 5, and to the further conference asked by tho 
House on disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 

By unanimous consent, it was 

Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Senate be appointed by tho 
presiding officer. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER appointed Mr. PLuMsB, Mr. MAnonr, 
and Mr. BEcK as the conferees on the part of the Senate. 


TAXATION OF RAILROAD-GRANT LANDS. 


Mr. PLUMB. I now move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of the bill (S. 1812) to provide fortaxation of railroad-grant lands, 
and for other purposes. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committce of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask the Senator who bas charge of the bill to 
allow me to call up the Chinese restriction bill without displacing the 

resent order. ” 

Mr. PLUMB. The pending bill will then come up as the speci 
order to-morrow ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It will be the unfinished business. 

Mr. PLUMB. All right. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill (8. 1991) supplemental to and amendatory of an act 


ning 


The resolu- 
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execute certain treaty stipulations relating to Chinese, approved May 
6, 1882, as amended by an act to amend said act, approved July 5, 1884. 

’ T make this motion without displacing the unfinished business, which 
will come up to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Ohio to proceed to the consideration of the 
pill indicated by him. 

Mr. DOLPH. I have the floor, I believe, on the pending bill, hav- 
ing yielded to the Senator from Ohio several days since to take up the 
Chinese restriction bill, and having again yielded to the Senator from 
Nebraska on Friday last, who occupied the afternoon. I am glad to 
give way to the Senator from Ohio again, but I should like to have the 
fact recognized that I still retain the floor and have not concluded my 


remarks. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is true; the Senator from Oregon is entitled 

to the floor whenever the bill comes up again. 
CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Ohio to proceed to the consideration of 
Senate bill 1991. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 1991) supplemental 
to and amendatory of an act to execute certain treaty stipulations re- 
lating to Chinese, approved May 6, 1882, as amended by an act to 
amend said act, approved July 5, 1884. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask forthe reading of the amendments. I have 
no remarks to make about the bili. The first question I think is on 
the amendment reported from ihe committee to section 3. All the 
amendments of the committee have not yet been acted upon. 

Mr. ALLISON. What is the bill now before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senate bill 1991, supplemental toand 
amendatory of an act to execute certain treaty stipulations relating to 
Chinese. 

Mr. McMILLAN. The indemnity bill I thought was taken up. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are two bills reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. I hope both will be passed. One relates to a 
modification of the laws which were intended to execute certain treaty 
stipulations; the other is to pay an indemnity for damages and inju- 
ries done by a mob. The bill now before the Senate is the bill relat- 
ing to the treaties. I ask that the pending amendment may be stated. 

The Corer CLERK. In section 3, line 130, after the word ‘‘issued,’’ 
the Committee on Foreign Relations report to strike out the following 
words: 

That any person who shall knowingly and falsely alter or substitute any 
name for name written in such certificate, or forge any such certificate, or 
knowingly transfer, utter, or have in possession, with intent to use the same, 
any fi or fraudulent certificate, or falsely personate any person named in 
any such certificate, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon con- 
viction thereof, shail be fined in a sum not exceeding $1,000, and imprisoned in 
a penitentiary for a term of not more than five years. 

Mr. HOAR. I thought the bill taken up was to indemnify certain 
eee ee were injured in Wyoming Territory. That was stated by 

ir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; it is the Chinese restriction bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 3, line 175, after the words 
“United States,” to strike out the words ‘‘at any time within two 
years from the date of the issuance of the certificate;’’ so as to read: 


The return certificate herein provided for shall entitle the Chinese laborer to 
whom the same is issued to return and re-enternthe United States upon pro- 


ducing and surrendering the said certificate to the collector of customs of the 
district at which such Chinese laborer shall seek to re-enter, subject to the re- 


and limitations hereinafter provided as to the number of Chinese 
passengers who may come into the United States on any one vessel from any for- 
eign port or place; and said return certificate, and the certificate issued under 
the acts to w | this act is amendatory and supplementary, shall be the only 
evidence of the right of any Chinese laborer to return to and re-enter the United 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 5, after the word ‘‘ upon,’’ in 


~ to insert the words ‘‘ his or her application, and upon;”’ so as 


That for the purpose of identifying any Chinese person other than a laborer 
now or hereafter residing or being in the United States, and desiring to depart 
tem, therefrom, with the intention of returning to the United States, the 
collector of customs of the district from which such Chinese person other than 
a laborer desires to depart shall er such person upon his or her applica- 
tion, and upon furnished with the photograph of the applicant as in the 

of a Chinese laborer, and shall issue, without cost or charge to such Chinese 
person, the and return ce’ in all respects similar to those 
provided for the of Chinese laborers by the act to which this is 
amendatory, as amended in this act, and in accordance with 


and 
ent peeratons relating thereto as are made in this act, such changes to 
as the different character, occupation, and circumstances of the appli- 


be made 
cant may require, 
The amendment was to. 
The next amendment was, in 
ers,’’ to strike out the words: 
The and effect of such certificate as evidence shall be the same as is 
the cases of similar certificates issued to Chinese laborers. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


ion 5, line 20, after the word ‘‘labor- 
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The next amendment was, in section 5, line 23, after the word ‘‘ cer- 
tificate,’’ to strike out the words ‘‘as herein described; ’’ and after the 
words ‘‘shall be,’’ in the same line, tostrike out the words ‘‘ the only”’ 
and insert ‘‘suflicient;’’ so as to read: 

And such a certificate shall be sufficient evidence of the right of any Chinese 
person other than a Chinese laborer, temporarily departing, to re-enter the 
United States. ce 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 5, to strike out lines 26 to 30, 
inclusive, in the following words: 

All the provisions relating to certificates issued to Chinese laborers, and to 
the parties to whom they are issued, and all the restrictions and limitations 
therein contained, shall be equally applicable to the certificate provided for in 
this section, and to the parties to whom they are issued.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 7, line 23 
said,’’ to insert: 

But the provisions of this act shall not preciude a judicial inquiry into and de- 
termination of the right of any person to come into the United States 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Thenext amendment was, in section §, line 2, after the word ‘‘ master,”’ 
to insert ‘‘or other person in charge;’’ in line 3, after the word ‘‘ ves- 
sel,’’ to insert the word ‘‘ whether;’’ in line 4, after the word ‘‘by,”’ 
to strike out the words ‘‘a citizen of any foreign country’’ and insert 
the words ‘‘an alien;’’ and in line 10, after the word ‘‘nor,’’ to strike 
out the words ‘‘shall any person leave any foreign port or place and; ”’ 
so as to read: 

Sec. 8. Thaton and after ninety days after this act takes effect, no master or other 
person in charge of any vessel, whether owned in whole or in part by a citizen 
of the United States or by an alien, shall take on board any such vessel, at any 
port or place within the Chinese Empire or at any other foreign port or place 
whatever, any number of Chinese passengers, whether male or female, exceed- 
ing one passenger to every 50 tons of the registered tonnage of such vessel, with 
intent to bring such passengers to the United States, nor bring Chinese passen- 
gerson board any vessel to any number exceeding one passenger to every 50 tons 
of the registered tonnage of such vesse], on one voyage, within the jurisdiction of 
the United States. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 8, line 17, after the word 
‘‘weather,’’ to insert: 

Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and shall,for each passenger so taken on board and brought 
within the jurisdiction of the United States exceeding the number of one pas- 
senger to every 50 tons of the registered tonnage of such vessel, be fined $500, 
and may also be imprisoned for not exceeding six months. That the amount 
of the several penalties imposed by this section shall be a lien on the vessel vio- 
lating the same, and such vessel shall be libeled therefor in the district court of 
the United States within which district such vessel shall arrive or be found. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike out 
following words: 

Src. 9. That whenever the master or other person in charge of any such ves- 
sel takes on board the same,at any foreign port or place,on and after ninety 
days after this act takes effect, any greater number of Chinese passengers than 
is prescribed in the preceding section, with intent to bring such passengers to 
the United States, and leaves such port or place and brings such passengers to 
any number exceeding one passenger to every 50 tons of the registered tonnage 
of such vessel,on one voyage, within the jurisdiction of the United States, he 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, for each passenger so taken 
on board and brought within the jurisdiction of the United States exceeding 
the number of one passenger to every 50 tons of the registered tonnage of such 
vessel, be fined $500, and may also be imprisoned for not exceeding six months. 
That the amount of the several penalties imposed by this section shall be a lien 
on the vessels violating the same,and such vessels shall be libeied therefor in 
any circuit or district court of the United States where such vessel shall arrive. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 10 [9], in line 5, after the word 
** Government,’’ to insert the words ‘‘ or any other government;’’ and 
in line 6, after the word ‘‘ thereof,’’ to insert ‘‘ or their body or house- 
hold servants;’’ so as-to make the section read: 

That the limitations herein provided as to the number of Chinese passengers 
that may be carried by any vessel on any one voyage to any port or place in 
the United States shall not apply to persons officially connected with the 
Chinese Government or any other Government, or any embassy thereof, or 
their body or household servants, or to persons rescued from shipwreck during 
the voyage of and by the vessel bringing the same within the jurisdiction of the 
United States. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This completes the amendments re- 
ported by the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Mr. President, I do not intend to oc- 
cupy the time of the Senate at any length. I wish, however, to make 
an observation or two before the final vote is taken on this bill. 

I shall support the bill, of course, not because I believe that it is in 
scope and character such a bill as the American Congress should enact, 
but because I believe it is a great improvement upon existing legisla- 
tion on this subject. I shall support it upon the principle that a piece 
of a loaf is better than no bread. Ishall support it, moreover, because 
it is one more step in advance in the position taken by the American 
Congress in reference to this great question. 

This bill is a great improvement, permit me to say, in my judgment, 
upon any bill that has ever heretofore at any time been reported by any 
committee of either branch of Congress upon this question. As amere 
measure of restriction, I have no kind of doubt that it is as strong and 
effective as any bill could well be drawn and at the same time have 


. after the word ‘‘ afore- 


section 9 of the bill in the 








4 
% 
i 


oLLO 


kept within the provisions of our treaty stipulations with China. To 
have gone a step further would have been to declare what I may say 
that 1 in common with I think ninety-seven one-hundredths of all the 
people of the Pacific States and Territories irrespective of party believe 
ought to be done, and that is to enact an absolute exclusion act, and to 
thatextent abrogate any provision that may exist inconsistent therewith 
in our treaties with China. 

But evidently the pending bill, which as I have said is one of the 
best bills ever reported by any committee on this subject, is as radical 
® measure as we can hope to enact into law at this session of Congress. 
Therefore, while I desire personally to go much farther than this bill 
goes, I give to the bill my earnest and cordial support. 

When this bill was under consideration a few days since my friend 





from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoan] made this statement: 

This proposed act, and the statute of which it isan amendment, and the treaty 
which those two statutes profess to carry into effect, will in my jadgment be re- 
garded, if civilization be preserved on this continent,in future ages as among 
the great blots on the history of the human race. 


While my friend from Kansas [Mr. INGALLSs] used the following 
language in speaking of the bill in a parenthetic manner: 
Which all affirm is a disgrace to American civilization. 


I wish to remind my friend from Massachusetts of a fact or two in his- 
tory which evidently escaped his mind. Nineteen years ago last Jan- 
uary in this Chamber his distinguished predecessor, Charles Sumner, 
reported from the Committee on Foreign Relations a resolution, and 
the resolution was unanimously adopted by the Senate, which read as 
follows: 


Whereas the traffic in laborers transported from China and other Eastern 
countries, known as the cooly trade, is odious to the people of the United States 
as inhuman and immoral; and 

Whereas it is abhorrent to the spirit.of modern international law and policy, 
which have substantially extirpated the African slave trade, to permit the es- 
tablishment in its place of a mode of enslaving men different from the former 
in little else than the ¢mployment of fraud instead of force to make its victims 
captive: Therefore, 


Be it resolved, That it is the duty of thisGovernment to give effect to the moral 
sentiment of the nation through all its eyrncies for the purpose of preventing 
the further introduction of coolies into this hemisphere or the adjacent islands. 


Mr. Sumner, in reporting that resolution, made this statement: 

I will read 

Said he: 

I will read a very brief letter which has been put into my hands, dated ‘“‘ Hong 
Kong, November 14, 1866." It will be seen that it is a very late letter for one 
coming sofar. It is as follows: 

‘Hard times are upon the Chinese and the aoetys oma flourishes. Twenty- 
two vessels were loading at one time at Macao. slave trade was 
never half as bad as this traffic, which will ruin aie m jon of the Chi- 


nese, It is time a stop had been put te this business. So much rascality is done 
in it that the Chinese suspect every offer of going abroad."’ 


The resolution was adopted. It will be observed that this resolution, 
reported by Senator Sumner from the Committee on Foreign Relations 
of the Senate, declared that it was the duty of this Government to give 
expression to the moral sentiment of the nation through all its agen- 
cies, for what purpose? ‘‘For the p of preventing the further 
introduction of coolies into this hemisphere or the adj t islands.’’ 
That is the sum and substance of the whole business. Every man who 
comes here from China is a cooly; it is the cooly immigration that is 
the curse of this country. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Not just now, because the Senator 
from Massachusetts would not yield to me for a question the other day. 

Mr. HOAR. I was uttering my last sentence when I declined to 
yield to the Senator. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. There is one other matter of which 
I desire to remind my friend. I had the honor of sitting in a national 
convention of the Republican party in Chicago. I had the pleasure of 
seeing my friend the Senator from Massachusetts preside over that con- 
vention, as he did with dignity and distinction and credit. I further 
heard in that convention a resolution adopted appointing a committee 
to draught resolutions expressive of the sense of the convention. That 
committee was appointed. That committee a series of reso- 
lutions to the convention, and I heard my friend the Senator from 
Massachusetts as chairman of the convention declare that those resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted by the convention. This was one of 
those resolutions: 

6. Since the authority to regulate immigration and intercourse between the 
United States and foreign nations rests with the Congress of the United States 
and the treaty-making power, the Republican party, regarding the unrestricted 
immigration of the Chinese as a matter of grave concernment, under the exer- 
cise of both these powers would limit and restrict that teomiglntion by the en- 
— _— = such just, humane, and reasonable laws and treaties as will produce 

I might refer, if I desired to occupy time, which I do not, to other 
conventions of both political parties and of all political parties. Com- 
mencing with 1876 there never has been a national convention held in 
the United States of any political party that has not resolved upon 
this question and declared in substance and effect, some of them stronger 
and some of them weaker, that the immigration of the Chinese into 
this country was a great evil, and one, as some of the resolutions de- 
clared, that ought to be prevented in the future. 
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Ido not wish to take up time. I simply rose to call the ‘ution 
of my friend from Massachusetts to these bits of history whi a 
evidently escaped his mind, or he has perhaps changed his opi ee ea 
this subject. I hope the bill will pass. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to assure the Senator from Oregon that 
terruption of my remarks was when I was uttering the ver 
tence. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I make no point against t! 
on that. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator has made a point about it i 
| he has drawn the inference that something has been said | h 
inconsistent with the resolutions read or with Mr. Sumner’ attit 
It is perfectly well known that Mr. Summer denounced the king 
legislation which is now before the Senate with all that in 
eloquence which on a question of human rights was surpasse] 
other which ever came from human lips and of which he y 
The resolution against the cooly trade which Mr. Sumner 
he supported by an argument, one sentence in which has been re, 
which set forth among other things that it would destroy +! 
immigration of the Chinese to this country. 

Here is a bill which prohibits the voluntary immigration o/ 
of the Chinese race, provided he be a laborer. It isa bill which un 
takes to dishonor manhood and to dishonor labor, and it is a poli 
which has been persisted in notwithstanding the offer that was 1 
to gentlemen who represented the Government at Asiatic ports, ( 
ernment agents. 

Mr. Seward was offered the support of the Chinese Government ani 
of the very skillful and able Chinese ministry to prevent the cominy 
over to this country of any cooly, of any pauper, of any person of a! 
doned character, of any person who did not come here to make 
and make himself a workman and a laborer. 

So of the resolutions of the Republican convention of 1830, of \ 
you yourself, sir [Mr. HALE in the chair], were an eminent mem 
Those resolutions declared against the coming over of this class of poo 
dependent laborers, which all agree is injurious and ought to be ; 
stop to, and that the powers of the Government ought to be invok 
regulate and to limit their coming. Instead of doing that this | 
dertakes to prohibit it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended and the amendine 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, ™ 
third time, and passed. 
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INDEMNITY TO CHINESE SUBJECTS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to call up and pass a bill that wa 
reported at thesame time with the bill which has just been passed. I hic 
Senator from Oregon [Mr. MrrcHELL] tells me that he wishes to mak: 
some remarks upon it, but the whole matter is covered by a very ex- 
cellent report made by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan], « 
member of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 1 will ask the Sen 
ate to proceed to its consideration in the hope that the Senator from 
Oregon will waive his remarks. I do not wish to interfere with th: 
pending bill, but the Committee on Foreign Relations unanimous!y : 
ported this measure. A like bill is pending in the House of Represent- 
atives. It is proper tostate that withoutstating the action of the oth 
House uponit. I do not think that any one who reads the officia! 
respondence in regard to the massacre of unoffending Chinese at R o% “1 
Springs, Wyo., can fail to feel that the Government of the United Stai: 

should indemnify the injury. I move that the Senate proceed to th 
consideration of Senate bill 2225. 

Mr. MITCHELL, ofOregon. I understand the chairman of the Co 
mittee on Foreign Relations to say that a report _ been submitted 
that bill. I have not been able to find any 

Mr.SHERMAN. TheSenatorfrom Alabama Mr, MORGAN | prepar 
a report, but he is not here. However, all the facts are fully stat 
the official documents. I have them ail here. There is no doubt t 
the injury was done by the sudden uprising of a mob, not a sing 
American among them, all foreigners entirely, who got angry w ” h tl 
Chinese because they refused to participate in a strike, and they mu 
dered several of them, burned their shanties, and destroyed their): 
erty. It is a clear case it seems to me not only of justice, of mers 7, 0 
magnanimity, but I think it is within the language of the treaty © 
though upon that question there might be some division of 0)» 
However, the Committee on Foreign Relations were unanino: 
— treaty or no treaty, that in dealing with these people w: 
to bo losses and damages suffered. 

are three different cases where the United States have culo: 
the same rule against the Chinese, and the Chinese Goverument | 
in each case responded by paying in some instances a greater a1 
of damages than was suffered by citizens of the United States. 

This appeal is made to us by the Chinese Government, and ©: 
the most eloquent, one of the most beautiful compositions I know «' 
in our language is a recent document from the Chinese minister set!) - 
re this claim eS the Government of the United States, appes aling 


i our magnanimity, to reimburse these peop!c. 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill. \' 
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the same time, if the biil is likely to take time I shall not undertake to 
press it toa vote to-day. 
Mr. HOAR. How about the injur ies done to Chinese in Washington 


‘erritory ? 

tr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Massachusetts asks me about 
the injuries done to Chinese in Washington Territory. As I under- 
stand, the authorities in Washington Territory summarily and promptly 
put down the mob there, and there were no real damages done, although 
lives were threatened. — 

Mr. HOAR. There is no claim from China on that account? 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is no claim from China in regard to that 
affair. The only claim made by the Chinese Government is this claim, 
and the committee have responded to it by a bill placing it in the 
power of the Secretary of State to pay such of these damages as he finds 
after a careful examination have actually been suffered by these peo- 
ple, and to turn the amount, whatever it is, over to the Chinese Gov- 
ernment for distribution among the sufferers. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The motion, under the rules, is not 
debatable. The Senator from Ohio moves that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the bill (S. 2225) to indemnify certain subjects of 
the Chinese Empire for losses sustained by the violence of a mob at 
Rock Springs, in the Territory of Wyoming, in September, 1885. 

Mr. PLUMB. Will that not lead to debate? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ifit does I will give way. 

Mr. PLUMB. I have no objection to debate, except that I do not 
wish it to displace the pending special order, Senate bill 1812, to pro- 
vide for taxation of railroad-grant lands. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Oregon tells me that he will 
insist upon making a speech upon the subject. Ido think when the 
Senate have substantially bya large vote agreed that they would carry 
out the policy of restriction as against the laborers who come from 
China we should make a suitable provision to indemnify those who 
are entitled to protection, and that we ought not now to interpose any 
delay or impediment to the passage of a plain, palpable act of justice 
and mercy. 

While I do not wish to stand in the way of the unfinished business, 
I hope we may take up the bill and pass the two together, and I will 
move to take it up, promising at the same time that if it can not be 
disposed of this evening before adjournment, I shall give way to the 
unfinished business, which is the bill providing for the taxation of 
railroad-grant lands. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Ohio to proceed to the consideration of the bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, led to consider the bill (S. 2225) to indemnify certain 
subjects of the Chinese Empire for losses sustained by the violence of a 
mob at Rock Springs, in the Territory of Wyoming, in September, 
1985. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Mr. President—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. I wish to ask the Senator from Ohio a question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think I have saidall I desired to say. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I want to know who were the persons who com- 
mitted this d tion. Were they American citizens or not? 

Mr. § . There was not a single American citizen among 
them. They were foreigners. 

Mr. COCKRELL. How did they get here, and how did the tax-pay- 
ing people of the United States become responsible for the malicious 
and oe @ parcel of men of some other nationality ? 

Mr. 8 They were admitted here under the policy of our 
laws. Whether those laws were wise or not it is not for me to discuss. 
It is sufficient to say that the outrage was committed by a large num- 
ber of whites, said to be Bohemians and of other nations; but each na- 
tion is seeking to deny its responsibility for these people. They were 
lawless , had ed inastrike. They appealed to these 
Chinese to them in the strike. The Chinese refused, and were 
going on digging coal out of the earth at regular wages, the coal to be 
used by the railroads. These men by some impulse and by a concerted 
movement attacked the Chinese, marched upon their buildings (for they 
lived in a place by themselves), burned down their village, shot them 
in their tents—no, in their huts; indeed they were scarcely huts—shot 
them and drove them away into the mountains, and there for a day or 
two they wandered. I think thirty or forty of them were killed and 
& number were wounded. Then those men burned what was called 
Chinatown. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Twenty-eight were killed. 


Mr. SHERMAN. ‘Twenty-eight were killed, the Senator from Ore- | 


gon tells me. They burned the Chinatown. This was done to people 


who were not only under the protection of our laws, but under the ex- | 


press 
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provisions of the treaty made with China, and under precisely 
circumstances, 


of China was made three different times to pay to the Govern- 
of the United States money for just such injuries to American 

in China. 
COCKRELL. 
in China? 


fll 


Mr. 
siding 


Injuries to American citizens by foreigners re- 
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| sponsible for their conduct whi 


EL 


much less barbarous in their nature, the Govern- | 


Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, by Chinese. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The distinction endeavored to be made by the 
Senator from Missouri is not well taken. When we admit foreigners 


By Chinese. 


| of this class to come among us and go on our public lands and into our 


Territories they are under our protection, and we are just as much re- 

le they are there under our jurisdiction 
as we should be if they were native-born citizens. I say they are not 
native-born citizens as a matter of pride, because our people, it seems 
to me, could not in any postion of the country resort to any such bar- 
barity. 

At all events these men suffered, and the Chiness ster, in an elo- 
quent message which lies upon your table, which you could read with 
great advantage, makes the appeal to you and quotes the Divine pre- 
cept of doing unto others as you would have them do unto you, stating 
that that is a law older even than Christianity, and he appeals to us, as 
we have required of them redress under similar circumstances, that this 
Government should give redress for the injuries done to these Chinese. 
If the Senator from Missouri will take that document and read it over 
and will find in it technical objections, or any objections whatever, to 
the payment of this money, I am greatly mistaken in him. 
will not. 

This subject was fully considered. All these documents were read 
by the Committee on Foreign Relations, and we agreed unanimously 
that in pursuance of the recommendation made by the President in his 
message and by the Secretary of State in an admirable document which 
he sent, it was good policy, it was good Christianity, it was good hu- 
manity to reimburse all the losses committed by the mob in this riot. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Ishould like to ask the Senator if there is any 
instance on record where American citizens traveling in apy foreign 
country and in that country meeting foreigners from an entirely dif- 
ferent country have been injured, there was claimed any indemnity of 
the government in whose territory they happened to be? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Idonot know whether there is any country which 
would allow foreigners to come so freely into its territory as our own 
does. We have adopted a broad, liberal policy. For instance, in China 
you could not find anybody but Chinese to commit barbarities of this 
kind. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Certainly not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If you would go to England you could not find 
enough foreigners there in any neighborhood to make a mob of foreign- 
ers without having Englishmen to participate in it. But the policy of 
our laws has drawn here large numbers of foreigners. They goto such 
portions of the country in masses, and sometimes monopolize and ex- 
clude American citizens from certain trades and occupations by their 
policy, by their habits, by their methods. They are there by the pro- 
tection of our laws, and we as a nation are responsible for the people 
who are brought within our jurisdiction. 

Mr. COCKRELL. As I understand, a parcel of Chinese came in an 
engaged in work there. Here was a parcel of Bohemians who came to 
thesame place. They gotintothis controversy. The Bohemians wanted 
the Chinese to do in a certain way and the Chinese refused to do it, and 
they went to killing each other; and the American citizens, the tax- 
payers of this country, are to become responsible for their acts upon 
each other. I want the point met. Has there ever been a precedent 
where the United States has admitted its liability for the wrongful, 
malicious, tortious, vindictive, murderous acts of foreigners traveling 
in this country upon other foreigners who were also traveling in this 
country ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is scarcely a State in this Union that would 
not be responsible under like circumstances for damages done in a riot 
by a mob. How often has that been enforced in the States? Remem- 
ber this was in a Territory where the Government of the United States 
is the only power, where the jurisdiction of Congress is aksolute and 
complete. Here was an injury done to people under our protection, 
under the protection of our laws, and not only of our laws but of our 
treaty obligations. They are beaten down by a lawless mob—I do not 
care whether you call them Bohemians or what—by a mob trder pre- 
cisely the same circumstances in almost every city in the North (and I 
presume in the South you have the same laws) the city is responsible 
for damages done by a mob. It is only the same rule of justice, that 
where a city or a State claiming to be the government fails to protect 
people in the enjoyment of their rights and a mob beats down the rul 
ing power, the government of the people, the community, State or 
city, should be responsible for the consequences of that mob. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Will the Senator from Ohio yi 
me? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am answering the Senator 
When I am through answering him I will yield. 

The Government of the United States is doing precisely now for in- 
juries done by this mob what would be enforced against the city of New 
York or Philadelphia or as was enforced against the city of Pittsburgh. 
| That was a noted case. In the city of Pittsburgh in 1877 a mob, sud- 

denly organized, composed largely of foreigners it is said, arose, seized 
| upon arms, and burned three or four or five million dollars’ worth of 
| property, and yet the city of Pittsburgh was compelled to pay for the 
' damages and the injuries by the laws of Pennsylvania, because Penn- 


r 
n 


I know he 


a CC 


d to 


from Misseuri now. 


| 








oli2 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


JUNE 1 


’ 


Cann nnn nena reer 


sylvania ought to have exercised her power to put down the mob, and 
because she did not do it the city of Pittsburgh was compelled by the 
laws of that State and by the judgment of its supreme court to in- 
demnify the parties who were injured, although the chief sufferer was 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, an enormous, great corporation. 

But now the injury here is done to poor people, many of whom lose 
their lives. It seems to me that the principle ought to be enforced in 
this case as against the Government. 

This, after all, is not so much of an appeal to the law as it is an ap- 
peal to the heart of every Senator, to the feeling of justice that rules 
and governs mankind, that an injury like this, wanton in character, in 
a region under our jurisdiction, should be remedied and redressed, es- 
pecially as the fact is that in like circumstances we have severely en- 
forced the same remedy against the Chinese Government, in one case 
collecting so much from the Chinese Government that a sense of jus- 
tice on the part of Congress compelled us to refund a considerable part 
of the indemnity that we had coliected from them. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That was where the depredations were committed 
by citizens of the Chinese Government upon our citizens. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not see the force of the distinction. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to ascertain the fact, were not these 
Chinese taken there by a corporation for the purpose of doing its work, 
and were not the other side, the Bohemians, also taken there by a cor- 
poration as hirelings? Was it not these two classes that came in con- 
flict ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. There was no conflict; it was all on one side. 
to how they got there I do not know. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Were they not imported there? Were they not 
taken there for a specific purpose? They certainly were not roaming 
around as citizens of that Territory or engaged in any business. 


Mr. SHERMAN. They were taken there for a lawful purpose, for 
the mining of coal. 


Mr. COCKRELL. 
same purpose ? 
Mr. SHERMAN. ‘They may have gone there by their own volition, 


so faras I know. There is nothing in the papers to indicate how they 
were brought there. 


Mr. COCKRELL. 
get there? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
or three hundred. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The twoor three hundred Chinamen never found 
their way out into Wyoming toa coal-bank there without some concert 
of action. They must have been acting under the authority of some 
corporation or individual; and these Bohemians from Europe never 
would have found their way out there unless they had been acting 
under the control and direction of some corporation. 

I do not believe in the principle of making the people of the United 
States, the tax-payers of this country, responsible for the class of people 
that corporations and monopolies may import into the country to dis- 
place American labor, and make them responsible for the depredations 
they may commit upon each other. Here are these two classes, Chinese 
and Bohemians, brought there, hired, who came there practically as 
serfs. They get into a quarrel; some dispute arises; one side wants the 
other to do a certain thing; they rise as a mob, destroy, kill; and then 
the honest, laboring, tax-paying citizens of the United States are to re- 
spond in damages for theiracts. I do not believe there is any principle 
ef law or of justice or equity or morality or religion that makes the peo- 
ple of this country responsible in such a case. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, it has always seemed to me that 
every government had a right to determine what people should come 
within its borders, and that every person who did come within its 
borders by its consent was entitled, as one section of the Constitution 
of the United States says, to the equal protection of law. No matter 
whether he be a citizen or not, the fourteenth amendment of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, which was adopted before my distin- 
guished friend from Missouri came into the Senate, provided that every 
person—not every citizen, but every person—should be entitled to the 
equal protection of law. 

The treaties of the United States with China and the laws of Con- 
gress carrying them out provided that certain of the subjects of the 
Emperor of China might come to the United States under certain con- 
ditions and stipulations and restrictions. The presumption is, and I 
have no doubt the truth is as to ninety-nine in a hundred of the China- 
men who were outraged in that Territory, that they came within that 
provision. There may have been some fraud, but it was a very small 
per cent. if it existed at all—not more than 1 percent. Sothe subjects 
of the Emperor of China coming into the United States in pursuance 
of the treaty stipulations and in accordance with the acts of Congress, 
being engaged in lawful pursuits in that Territory—not a State but a 
‘Territory —were subjected to the outragesofa mob. Now, the question 
is whether the United States ought to make the same indemnity to 
China that, if the case were reversed, we should insist, as we have in- 
sisted hitherto, that recompense and retribution and reimbursement 
and indemnity should be made to us in such a case. 

That is the proposition, and it is not of the slightest consequence 
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whether the outrages were committed upon these subjects of the Em. 
peror of China by citizens of the United States or by outlaws or enem ics 
of the United States or whatever. We were bound by our treaty wit}; 
China and by the effect of our acts of Congress and by the effect of on; 
Constitution itself to see that these people should be protected in the 
enjoyment of their rights that they had which were invaded in this 
way, just as much as if they had received a similar outrage from tho 
President of the United States in person or from the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States in their respective persons on 
that occasion. We can not get off either in international law or jy 
morals upon the idea that the people who assailed them were Bohe- 
mians, whatever that may mean. 

If we wish to’ cultivate the arts of peace; if we wish to cultivate the 
principles of justice and fair play, and to deal with others as we would 
wish them and would compel them to the extent of our power to dea} 
with us under similar circumstances, it seems to me to be clear that the 
Treasury of the United States should make indemnity to China for the 
benefit of its subjects in a case of this kind. That is where it stands, 

It is not a question who were the people who assailed them. They 
were under the protection of our law, and wherever that protection was 
violated in this way they were entitled to indemnity, because the law 
officers of the United States and the forces of the Territory knowing 
that this thing was impending did not exert themselves in the way 
they might and ought to have done to prevent it. f 

As I say again, under precisely similar circumstances we have de- 
manded from that very empire and of the Empire of Japan, and in fact 
of every power where similar things have occurred, that indemnity 
should be made in order to vindicate, as far as we might, our glad duty 
of protecting the citizens of other countries who come to us in the way 
that we have engaged to protect them. That is where the case stands 
as it appears to me. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. The Senator in his opening remarks 
quoted from the Constitution of the United States, I believe ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. He quoted some clause to the effect 
that all persons are entitled to the equa! protection of the laws. There 
were twenty-eight Chinamen who were so unfortunate as to lose their 
lives in the disgraceful occurrence which took place at Rock Springs, 
subjects of the Chinese Empire, resident in this country, engaged in 
following the occupation of Jaborers. Suppose that instead of being 
twenty-eight Chinamen it had been fourteen Chinamen and fourteen 
citizens of the United States who had lost their lives, would my friend 
from Vermont and would the Committee on Foreign Relations of this 
body recommend that those citizens of the United States be indemni- 
fied, not through the courts in the ordinary way, but as is proposed 
here by an appropriation from the Treasury of the United States’ 
That is the question which I put to the Senator. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Well, I willanswer, and answering categorically, 
I will say, no. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Then, right there—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If you will just pardon me, when I say ‘‘no”’ 
I say it with an explanation, ora justification, which is a better word. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. well. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Every citizen of the United States who is preyed 

upon by a fellow-citizen has a common recourse at law, and he is not 
under any constitutional or treaty protection from another power that 
is engaged in defending him in any such attitude as a foreigner is. 
Therefore I say that the case is entirely distinguishable between a mob 
which inflicts an injury upon a citizen of the United States and a mob 
which inflicts an injury upon subjects of another country whom we have 
engaged to protect. 
l will put to my friend acorresponding question. Suppose a similar 
number of American citizens had been engaged in extracting coal-oil 
from the depths of the ground in Western Canada, in the district of 
Ontario, under a treaty with Great Britain, which authorized them to 
go there and to be engaged in that business. Thereupon a British mob 
in Ontario on account of the fact that they are citizens of the 
United States (for that was the fundamental ground of this mob, that 
these men were Chinese and not Americans or Bohemians or Europeans), 
proceeds to put them to death. I ask my friend from Oregon if he 
would not stand up with all the rest of us and call upon the British 
Government, the most powerful probably in all respects, excepting 
ourselves, on the globe, and say to the extent of war we will demand 
that you shall make restitution to the heirs and children and wives 0! 
these people and make reimbursement for the losses that they have 
sustained. There is not a man in the Senate who would not stand up, 
and would oe) ted the front if he was capable of carrying a musket, 
to accomplish very thing, and it is the very thing that we have 
over and over again with other nations insisted should be done, as we 
would have done if a similar number of American citizens because they 
were ee Cie been —— he the aoe an ow 
ingham which is the ial residence of the Queen 
at the seat of her ae 
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mittee [Mr. SHERMAN] points out to me, by the Chinese consul in 
, Mr. Bee: 
rough investigation, firmly of the opinion that not of these 

J am, after & res the twenty-eight Chinese. | eenet and wathed them at 
Rock Springs on the 2d day mber, will or can ever be brought to pun- 
jshment by the so-called Te’ or local authorities. In this opinion Iam 
sustained not only by my own convictions, but also by the governor and prose- 
euting attorney of the Territory, and scores of citizens, resident and non-resi- 
dent. : Fs e 

Therefore, if we are right in our pretensions, as I submit we are, 
when our citizens are thus treated in a foreign country whose protec- 
tion by treaty they are entitled to, is it not right that we should have 
the manhood and the honor to say that when the case comes the other 
way we will do all that we can to make restitution and reimbursement 
for such a crime and injury ? : 

My friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] calls my attention to the 
third article of the treaty with China, which reads as follows: 

If Chinese laborers, or Chinese of any other class, now either permanently or 


temporarily residing in the territory of the United States, meet with ill-treat- 
seutas the hands of any other persons— 


Not United States citizens, but ‘‘any other persons ’’— 
the Government of the United States will exert all its power to devise measures 
for their protection, and to secure to them the same rights, privileges, immu- 
nities, and exem tions as may be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the 
most favored nation, and to which they are entitled by treaty. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is there any indemnity for any injury that may 
happen to them ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no; the logic is generally left out of astatute. 
There is not any indemnity in most statutes. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It seems to have been left out of that one. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is the honor that is supposed to follow in the 
minds of most men, and it is an honor that the Senator from Missouri 
would stand up for as strongly as I do, if any similar number, or any 
quarter number, or tenth number of citizens of the United States had 
been similarly treated in any other country on this globe. 

Even thisadministration, as conservative—I will not use any offensive 
phrase—as it may be, would recommend and its partisans and adherents 
would vote for measures for raising armies and arming vessels and 
carrying on & War, no matter whether with Great Britain or France or 
Germany or the est powers on the globe or the smallest ones, to 
reach the very indemnity that we for our own honor should cheerfully 
and gladly in this case. If the argument is based on the ques- 
tion of physical strength only and that everything that is might is right, 
then the Senator from Missouri is correct; but if it is based upon 
national honor and justice and duty as between nations, then if we 
apply to ourselves thé same law of justice as we demand from others 
there is noanswer to this bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Mr. President, the Senator from Ver- 
mont answered my question in the negative. He said that if a num- 
ber of the murdered by this mob had been American citizens 
instead of subjects of China, then he would not favor an indem- 
nification for their wrongs and their injuries by an appropriation from 
the Treasury of the United States. Then why quote the Constitution 
of the United States, the fourteenth amendment, here as bearing upon 
this question? The Senator in his opening remarks referred to that 
article which says that no State shall ‘‘deny to any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of the .aws.’’ Has not the Chinese 
subject the same protection of the laws in Wyoming that our own cit- 
izens have? 

Mota ianang Your executive officers say no, and we all know 
it is true. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. A mere failure to find an indictment, 


a mere failure of justice, does not create a new principle, it seems to 
me, 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


+ No, but illustrates the fact. 


of Oregon. Nor does it demonstrate that there is 
particular case. The fourteenth amendment of the 
to do with it, in my judgment. Of course, 

all persons are entitled to the equal protection of the laws. What 
laws? The laws that create tribunals, the laws that enact provisions 
for the protection of private property and for life, are domestic laws, 
not international laws, not any obligation that may arise by virtue of 
4 conventional sti with a foreign nation. So it does occur to 
me that this of the Constitution has nothing whatever to do 


—e eaten, ~ why my friend from Vermont quoted it I con- 


ion of statute and legislative authority, but 
a and they have held that where in some one or 
two of the States, where the question arose, the administration of the 
laws of if itarose there, or Kentucky, or wherever it was, that 
denied in fact and prevented in fact and did not accomplish in fact the 
ginal justice and protection that the constitutional provision provided 

» Was an invasion of this principle. It was by way of illustration of 
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the right that I quoted that and in that connection. So it is nota 
question of mere law-making; it is a question of law-doing by execu- 
tion; and now we have the officials of the Government reporting to the 
President of the United States through the proper Department that 
the execution of the law there can not be accomplished, and, therefore, 
these persons are denied, under the decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States and in their very language, as I believe, that equal 
protection which the Constitution gives them, because the executive 
authority and the administrative authority, whether the judicial or 
otherwise, is incapable of doing it. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Suppose in any given case where par- 
ties have suffered by a mob there was a failure to protect our own citi- 
zens not the subjects of a foreign power, no matter how that failure 
may come; admit that it does come for the very reason stated by the 
honorable Senator, by a failure to execute the law as it should be exe- 
cuted, would my friend then favor an appropriation from the Treasury 
of the United States to indemnify such person, a citizen ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That would depend as to whether it was within 
a State or a Territory, because within a State its internal policy is its 
own affair, and it would be the duty of the State to indemnify; but in 
a Territory, which is our business and ours alone, in the case proposed 
I should sayit would. If the United States in a Territory, over which 
it has sole control and for which it is entirely responsible and of which 
it creates all the government, fails in providing such executive govern- 
ment as to protect the citizen, then I say the United States ought to 
make indemnity. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. One other question, Mr. President. 
Let me ask the honorable Senator from Vermont, inasmuch as the United 
States Government has classed the Indians of this country as its wards 
and exercised jurisdiction over them and entered into treaties with them, 
in the event of Indian outbreaks, and Indian depredations, and Indian 
mobs, and Indian murders, and Indian massacres, as there can be no 
indemnification by the courts that we have seen proper to establish in 
our Territories within the United States, would he indemnify on the 
same principle the sufferers in those cases by an appropriation out of 
the Treasury of the United States? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That would not follow, although I can tell my 
friend, as he probably very well knows, that in a thousand such cases, 
speaking in round numbers, we have compelled the Indian tribes whose 
members did those things to pay for the benefit of the people injured 








out of their funds a proper indemnity, and in a great many other cases 


we have provided, when there was not any such indemnity got, to pay 
out of the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Mr. President, I was not aware that 
this question was coming up this evening. Ido not know that there 
is any other Senator here who will vote against this bill. For one I 
never intend to vote for it, and I desire very much to give my reasons 
why I shall not vote for it. 

Several SENATORS. Give them now. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I am not prepared to do it now, be- 
cause there are certain papers which I have that are not here. I will 
be ready to-morrow morning, or whenever it is the pleasure of the Senate 
to take up the bill and dispose of it. 

I undertake to say in this connection that, in my judgment, after a 
most careful examination, there is no principle either of international 
law, of conventional stipulation in any treaty existing between this 
country and China, or in any Federal statute that wil! justify this pro- 
posed action; but upon the contrary,if this bill passes, as I have no 
doubt it will, it will be no more and no less than an act of charity, pure 
and simple, an act of benevolence, and nothing else. I undertake to 
say in this connection here and now that there never has been a Sec- 
retary of State from the time of Daniel Webster down to the present 
day, so far as I have been able to advise myself, who has not argued 
ably and at length and with conclusiveness that in a case like this there 
is no legal liability whatever on the part of the Government of the 
United States to make indemnity. That was the position taken by 
Daniel Webster in regard to the celebrated Spanish riots at Key West; 
that was the position taken by Secretary Seward, by Secretary Blaine, 
and by Secretary Evarts, and it is the position taken to-day by Secretary 
Bayard, although it is a fact that the present Secretary of State recom- 
mends it as an act of benevolence, as an act of pure charity, and with the 
distinct understanding, as he declares in his letter to the President of 
the United States, that it shall not be considered as a precedent nor as 
creating a liability on the part of the Government to respond in damages 
from the Treasury of the United States in any such case. 

Mr. INGALLS. Does the Senator oppose that view of it as an act 
of charity? 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I certainly am opposed to extending 
this as an act of charity; and until the Congress of the United States 
will pay some portion at least of the twelve or thirteen million dollars 
due on account of losses suffered by frontiersmen in the Western States 
and Territories by reason of Indian depredations, in reference to which 
there is to-day a legal obligation on the part of the Government of the 
United States to make payment, I shall vote no gracious contribution 
to Chinese subjects in this country. Not by my voteshall an act of be- 
nevolence be passed through the Senate until these obligations to our 








oil4 


frontiersmen and our pioneers receive some kind of attention and some 
kind of respect at the hands of Congress. 

You pass resolutions through Congress directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to investigate and find out what losses have been sustained by 
our own citizens by reason of Indian depredations, by reason of the acts 
of men with whom you have made treaties and with whom you are in 
treaty relations to-day. The Secretary, in pursuance of that direction, 
lias gone on and investigated these cases and reported these claims to 
Congress amounting to many millions of dollars, and they lie stuck 
away in your pigeon-holes; and yet before the cry of the mob has died 
away, of an alien mob in the Territory of Wyoming, we get on our 
knees here before the Chinese Empire and propose to do an act of great 
grace, to pass an act of benevolence, an act of charity, when not a Sen- 
ator upon this Foreign Relations Committee, so far as I know, has yet 
had the temerity, if I may be permitted to use the language, to place 
upon record in the Senate any report upon which they can base a legal 
obligation to do what they now propose to do. I have watched care- 
fully, and I have seen no report from the committee in support of this 
bill. 

Now, Mr. President, inasmuch as I for one—and I perhaps shall be 
the only one in the Senate, I do not know how that is—do not intend 
to vote for this bill, and inasmuch as perhaps I shall beso largely in the 
minority, I think it but due not only to the Senate but to the people 
whom I in part represent here that I should give my reasons. I prefer 
to do it ina careful, methodical way. Ishall do so to-morrow if I have 
an opportunity. If the Senate denies me that, of course I shall cast my 
vote against the bill and submit. I will say, however, before I take 
my seat, that I had understood from the honorable chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations that if I desired to make an argument 
on this question he would give way until to-morrow. I will say in ad- 
dition that if my request is denied, I think perhaps it will be the only 
time such a request was ever denied in the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I dosay now, asI said to the Senator a while ago, 
that I would not as one ever deny to a Senator the right to express his 
opinions freely on any subject. I have sat here many a time until the 
gray of the morning to secure Senators their right to talk at pleasure. 
At the same time, while I intend to stand by what I said, the Senator 
must perceive that having spoken at least four hours on two separate 
occasions on this Chinese question, giving us his views, so that we know 
them thoroyghly and his constituents know them, it is agreat stretch 
of courtesy for him to ask us under the circumstances that we give him 
another day, to-morrow, on this subject. But I think on the wholeit 
is better to do it, because I do not want ever to see debate restrained 
in the Senate. 

So far as writing a report is concerned, I understood the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. MorGAN] to say that he would write a report. I think 
he probably has prepared one, but he is not here to speak for himself. 
{ want no report except the message of the President of the United 
States, which I hold in my hand. It contains the gist and germ, the 
whole substance of the argument in favor of this proposition. Itis re- 
ported by the Secretary of State in a communication to the Chinese 
minister, which is the last document in this little pamphlet I hold in 
my hand. 

Mr. COCKRELL. 
102°? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The President’s message, Executive Document 
102. The last paper in the document is the letter of the Secretary of 
State, which covers the whole ground, and there is also the communi- 
cation of the Chinese minister setting out this claim, and here is the 
evidence as to the items of the claim. 

The President and Secretary of State in their discussion with the 
Chinese minister naturally avoided the legal question so far as they 
could, but I think the President in quoting the treaty substantially 
showed that by the fair terms of the treaty as construed between man 
and man the Government of the United States is bound to protect these 
people, and in case it does not is bound to make indemnity. The Pres- 
ident quotes the language of the treaty in his message. I think on 
reading that treaty any fair-minded man will see that if there was no 
express legal obligation to pay indemnity, yet we do expressly provide 
and engage in the treaty that the Government of the United States will 
exert all its power to devise measures for their protection and secure to 
them the same rights, privileges, immunities, and exemptions as may 
be enjoyed by others. It says also: 

If Chinese , or Chinese of any other now either permanently or 


laborers 
temporarily residing in the territory ef the Uni States, meet with ill-treat- 
monk a8 the hands of any other persons, the Government of the United States 





What is that document Executive Document 


will exert all its power to devise measures for their protection, and to secure to 
them the same rights, privileges, immunities, and exemptions as may be en- 
joyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation, and to w they 


are entitled by treaty. 


The Government has not been able to doit, and has not done it; they 
are in a remote Territory under the national 
course under these circumstances the implied if not the ex- 
press language of the treaty, requires that indemnity should be paid 
in case they be not protected from injury. The same argument is am- 
plified by Mr. Bayard. 


I do not wish to go further into the matter. As I said, I would not 
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Republican leader, the last nominee for President and the prospecti\ 
next one of his party for the highest office in the gift of the Americ: 
people, took when he was Secretary of State and we had a Republica: 
President. 
the Chinese minister to Secretary Bayard, on page 5, toward the bottom. 
The Chinese minister, having made his statement, proceeds to sa) 


that this legation, having 
predecessors to a similar but much less bloody and disastrous event, the hono:- 
able Secretary Evarts— - 


expressed some doubts as to the legal liability of his Government to mak ; 





Asa matter of 
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insist on a vote now if the Senator from Oregon wishes to speak oy, +), t 
subject at some other time. I move to postpone the bill until to--,... h 
row to give him that opportunity, so as not tointerfere wit) ¢) .. ’ 


ished business. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Before that is done I wish to put on 


or two statements. t 


I will first read from the message of the President of M 


transmitting this case to Congress: 


I draw the attention of the Congress to the latter part of the not 


retary of State of February 18, 1886, in reply to the Chinese minister's repre. 
tations, and to invite especial consideration of the cogent reasons })\ \ 
reaches the conclusion that, whilst the United States Government j- ; 
obligation, whether by the express terms of its treaties with China oy (),, 
ciples of international law,to indemify these Chinese subjects for Joss. .., 
by such means and under the admitted circumstances, yet that in yjc\ 
—— and discreditable failure of the authorities of Wyoming Te, 


= to justice the guilty parties or to assure to the sufferers an im )).) 


in which to seek and obtain compensation for the losses which those <yjyjer- 
have ineurred by lack of police protection ; and considering further (hv ¢:,;;, 
absence of provocation or contribution on the part of the victims, t) 
tive may be induced to bring the matter to the benevolent considerat iv), ; 
Congress, in order that that body, in its high discretion, may direct the |x 
of the Government in aid of innocent and peaceful strangers whose ; . 
ment has brought discredit upon the country; with the distinct unders:.:\4 
that such action is in no wise to be held as a precedent, is wholly gra: 
and is resorted to in a spirit of pure generosity toward those who a: 
wise helpless. 


1e Exe 


Mr. President, the distinguished Senator from Vermont [ \ 


MUNDS] attempted in his sly way to cast an insinuation upon the | 
isting administration by saying that even this conservative adminis 
tration, and he would say nothing further, was in favor of this indem- 
nity, and even this administration would resort to force to protect th: 
rights of the American citizen. 
tory of this great country, for over half a century under Democrat 
administration, when any citizen of the United States feared to tread 
the soil of the greatest empire on earth, knowing as he did that 
wouldreceive full and perfect protection of person and property in every 
respect; and it will be so again. 
dent. 
ator and the position he occupies before the country. 


Yes, there never was a day in the hi: 


That is not the question, Mr. Pres 
It was an attempted fling, unworthy of the distinguished se 


Now let us see what position his administration and his distinguished 


I read from this same document, and I read from No. | 


With this statement I ~— consider my duty discharged, but for the fact 
had occasion to call the attention of two of your worthy 


A distinguished member of this body now— 


cuniary indemnity to the Chinese sufferers by the mob at Denver, in tho “: 
of Colorado, in 1880, and that the honorable Secreta ry Blaine— 


James G. Blaine, of Maine— 


concurred in the views of Mr. Secretary Evarts. Lhave, therefore, to beg tlie kid 


ind nee of your excellency while I attempt to show why the present reques: 

for i ification, in the opinion of my government, oughtin justice and ej111) 

to be granted, notwithstanding the set forth in the notes of Seerci: 

Evartent December 30,1880,an4 of Secretary Blaine of March 25,1881. In doing 

this itis not my intention to cither appeal to you from or to question tlic « 

rectness of the ion of the laws of the United States as given by | 
r. \ 


Mr. Hisine. “It would soem to tae, however, to be just that If tho,view taken 
Mr. Evarts as to the obligation of the United States to make indemnity for i:- 
uries to private individuals from mob violence should be insisted upon and a! 
ont to oy. ur excellency’s Government, Chinashould, in due reciprocity»: 

in’ comity, accept and practice the same principle. 

Mr. President, it is well enough when these thrusts are attempte'! 
to be made upon the existing administration that we should look }). 
a little and see what was done when the distinguished Senator iro 
New York [Mr. Evarts] was Secretary of State and when the ex- 
perienced statesman James G. Blaine was Secretary of State. Vly 
was no indemnity made then? It was claimed. There was no respouse 
and no indemnification was made, and I assert that in my judgmen' 
there is no principle of international law, there is no principle 0! |\-- 
tice, of right, of equity, of morality, or of Christianity that will r- 
quire the tax-paying citizens of the United States to nd in dam- 
veche Gawler, vindictive, tortious, illegal acts of a band of for- 
eigners, en See asserfs to do their 
work as laborers, as servants, as slaves. I: to recognize any prin- 
ciple which will make the citizens of the United States responsi!le ‘1 
such a case. = 
seems tome somewhat remarkal'c 

law and of intercourse which have 
existed between all governments for » thousand years should now | 
denied and fail of universal recognition. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Cuttom in the chair), The>«'- 
ator will allow the Chair to inquire of the Senator from Ohio whet) ' 
he withdrew his motion to postpone ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I not. I withdrew it at the request of the 
Senator from Missouri to give him an opportunity tospeak. That mo- 








18386. CONGRESSIONAL 





tion is still pending. Iam willing the matter should go over at this 
nour of the day. 1 suggest to the Senator from Florida that the matter 
will be called up again. oy. 

Mr. CALL. I have no objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Ohio moves that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL LIFE-SAVING STATIONS. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to make a conference report on the bill (H. 
k. 6975) to establish additional life-saving stations. I send the report 
to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


| 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on | 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6975) to establish additional | 


life-saving stations having met, after full and free conference have agreed to 
recommend and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendment numbered 1. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendmentof the Senate 
numbered 2, and agree to the same. 


0. D. CONGER, 

8S. J. R. McMILLAN, 

A. P. GORMAN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

A. B. IRTON, 

CHARLES F. CRISP, 

R. W. DUNHAM, 
: Managers on the part of the House. 
The report was concurred in. 


TAXATION OF RAILROAD-GRANT LANDS. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Now let the unfinished business be laid before the 
Sevate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfinished business will be stated. 

The CoteF CLERK. A bill (S. 1812) to provide for taxation of rail- 
road-grant lands, and for other purposes. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 44 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned until to morrow, Wednesday, June 2, 1886, at 
12 o'clock m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, June 1, 1886. 
The House -netat 11 0’clock a. m. 
H. Minburn, D. D. 
The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
UNITED STATES COURT-HOUSE, PHILADELPHIA. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting an estimate from the Supervising 
Architect for repairs, painting, and ventilation of the United States 


court-house at Philadelphia, Pa.; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


DOMESTIC REQUIREMENTS OF GRAIN. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting | 


Commissioner of Agriculture, transmitting, in response to a resolution 
of the House, a report by the statistician of that Department respecting 
the surplus and domestic requirements of wheat and corn, and the acre- 
age of wheat for the present year as compared with the past five years; 
also, the probable requirements of importing countries, and the acreage 
of crop and probable surplus or shortage in exporting countries for the 
ensuing year; which was referred to the Committee c 1 Agriculture, 
and ordered to be printed. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. SWINBURNE, on account of sickness in his family. 

To Mr. StewAkt, of Texas, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Cooper, indefinitely, on account of important business. 

MRS. ELEANOR ELLWOOD. 

Mr. HOPKINS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 9120) 
making an appropriation for Mrs. Eleanor Ellwood, widow of Hon. 
Reuben Ellwood, deceased, late a Representative from the State of 
Illinois; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WILKINS. Mr. er, I ask unanimous consent to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union from the 
consideration of the bill S. 206, and put the same upon its passage. 


It is a local measure, and will require but a few moments. 
The SPEAR ER The title of the bill will be read, after which the 


The Clerk read as follews: 
A ——s provide for the crection of a public building at the city of 


Mr. BEACH. I shall have to demand the regular order. 


Rey: 
ae 
& 
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ADDITIONAL LIFE-SAVING STATIONS. 


Mr. IRION, from the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. 6975) for the establishment 
of additional life-saving stations, submitted the following report; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

The committee of conference on the disagre 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (HH. 


two Houses on 
h additional life 


cel 
Rh. 6975 








} saving stations, having met, after full and free conf : sagreed to rec 
| ommend and do recommend to their respective Hox as fi ws 
That the Senate recede from its amendment numbered 1 
That the House recede from its disagreement to t an s 
numbered 2, and agree to the sam« 
A. B. LRION 


CHARLES F. CRISP, 
Rk. W. DUNHAM, 
on the partof U 
Oo. D. CONGER, 
Ss. J. R. McMILLAN 
A. P. GORMAN, 


s on the part of the Sena 


i 


Manag 
Mr. IRION moved to reconsider the vote by which the report of the 
| committee of conference was agreed to: and also moved that the mo- 
| tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
PERSONAL 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I rise to a question of personal privilege. 
send to the desk to be read a portion of an editorial in the Iowa State 
tegister, the leading Republican organ of Iowa. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
OLEOMARGARINE WEAVER. 
| According to the reports of the spirited debate in the lower House of Con- 
A d to tl f tl ted debat t l il ( 
gress on Wednesday, in the matter of the bogus-butter bill, all the lowa Con- 
gressmen except one appeared to have stood by the lowadairy. One of them 
Mr. JAMES B. WEAVER, stood by Mr. Millionaire Armour and his Chicago factory 
for making butter out of refuse tallow and pig fat. Mr. Armour, whose income 
| is $10,000 a week, evidently knows where to find a man and how to find him 
| when he wants him. Such a man can always find Congressman WEAVER, and 
generally does it. Evidently the gentleman from the sixth district of lowa, 
occupying a seat in Congress by fraud, is making hay while the sun is shining 
hot enough to melt Mr. Armour’s tallow. He has less than a year in Congress 
left, and all the dairies and butter-makers in Iowa are not going to cause him to 
disappoint Mr. Armour when Mr. Armour’s millionaire interests are so much at 
stake. : 
But what do the farmers and butter and cheese makers of Iowa think of an 
Iowa Congressman’s betrayal of their interests for the sake of a millionaire 
dealer in refuse tallow and lard? 


i 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. It is very seldom that I rise to a question 
| of personal privilege or pay any attention to what is said about me in 


PRIVILEGE. 


ji 
i] 


the opposition press. But here is an innuendo very plain that I have 
been influenced by improper motives in my course toward the pending 
oleomargarine bill. 

In the first place it is charged I am opposing that bill. That, of 
course, would not constitute a question of privilege, although it is 
false, as every member of this House knows I am ardently supporting 
that measure and have done soat every vote. Ishall continue to do so 
| till the end of the controversy if it continues during the remainder of 

the session. 
sut the charge is made here plainly that I have not only opposed the 

bill, but that I have been influenced to do so by improper motives and 
influences. I simply want to call attention in the presence of my fel- 
low-members to the character of the opposition I am compelled to meet 
in my State in standing up for what I believe to be right principles and 
correct laws. There is no foundation whatever for this charge. In 
every word and thought expressed or implied it is exactly the opposite 
of the truth. 

Further, it is charged I am holding my seat in this House by fraud. 
That also affects my standing as a member of this House and is a mat- 
| ter of personal privilege. 

Mr. MORRISON. I submit there is no question of privilege in- 

| volved in this newspaper article. 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that in so far as the article read 
from the Clerk’s desk imputes to the gentleman from Iowa improper or 
corrupt motives 

| Mr. MORRISON. 











Nobody believes it.- You have been for the bill 
from the first. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks in so far as it does that, there is 
presented a question of privilege, but only to that extent. 
|" Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Of course I understand that. Of course 
nobody believes it here. Nobody in Iowa who is acquainted with the 
man who makes the eharge believes it. But there are thousands of 
men who read that paper who may believe it, because they will never 
see the contradiction, nor do they understand the unmanly and mali- 
cious motives which prompted the article. Now, as tothe charge that 
I am holding my seat by fraud, I wish to say no charge was ever made 
that I had obtained my seat by fraud. My right to a seat was investi- 
gated by a committee of this House, and the majority of that committee 
reported—only three of the six Republican members dissenting—that 
Thad a right to the seat. And I will state further that when the vote 
was taken in this House—I desire to be contradicted if lam not stating 
it correctly—there were not exceeding six men who voted that I was 
not entitled to my seat; and among those who voted thet I was entitled 
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to a seat were the leaders on the Republican side of the House. They 
did not feel there was anything in the legal points or the facts sought 
to be made against me. If Iam not correct as to that, I desire to be 
contradicted here and now. I want to stand right on the record. 

Another charge is made by this same paper that I falsely, and know- 
ing it to be false, accused my colleague, Mr. HENDERSON, of having 
once left the Republican party. This charge is also untrue and without 
foundation. I have never at any time made any such charge against 
my colleague, Colonel HENDERSON. Having said this much I am 
through. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. Theregular order having been called for, the Chair 

will proceed to call committees for reports. 
DUFF GREEN REED. 

Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8296) to remove the 
political disabilities of Duff Green Reed; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

NAVAL BUREAUS. 

Mr. BOUTELLE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, obtained 
leave to present the views of the minority on the bill (H. R. 7635) to 
consolidate certain bureaus of the Department of the Navy, and for 
other purposes; which were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


LOTTERY GIFT CIRCULARS IN THE MAILS. 


Mr. BLOUNT, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
reported, in lieu ofsundry bills, a bill (H. R. 9121) toamend section 3894 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to the transmis- 
sions through the mails of lottery gift enterprise and other circulars, 
and excluding from the mails newspapers and periodicals containing 
advertisements of the same; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

House bills Nos. 6522, 2030, 2296, and 3337, relating to the same sub- 
ject, were laid on the table. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana, obtained leave to present the views of the 
minority; which were ordered to be printed with the report of the ma- 
jority. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr. LOUTTIT, the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill (8. 1201) granting 
a pension to Louise Armbrecht; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. LOVERING, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with adverse recommendations bills of the following titles; which 
were laid on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be 
printed: 

A bill (H. R. 6475) granting a pension to Benjamin Hillman; 

A bill (H. R. soak granting a pension to Margaret O’ Neill; 

A bill (HL. R. 5096) granting a pension to James Chase Heath; 

A bill (H. R. 1116) granting a pension to the orphan children of 
Dennis Owens; and 

A bill (H. R. 6090) granting a pension to William W. Wheeler. 


MRS. HANNAH BABB HUTCHINS. 

Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 3463) granting a 
pension to Mrs. Hannah Babb Hutchins, with the recommendation they 
be non-concurred in; and the same were referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 


ADDIE L. MACOMBER. 


Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back unfavorably amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
1462) granting a pension to Addie L. Macomber; which were referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JAMES CARLIN. 

Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 6214) to increase the pension of James 
Carlin; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

ELLEN SADLER. 

Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back with amendments the bill (8. 1492) for the relief of Ellen 
Sadler, sister of John Sadler; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 


ported back adversely bills of the following titles; which were sever. 
ally 9 on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be 
printed. 
A bill (H. R. 7186) granting a pension to John E. Rollins; and 
A bill (H. R. 8309) granting a pension to John N. Bickford. 
THOMAS WALSH. 


Mr. PINDAR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported hack 
favorably the bill (H. R. 8481) granting a pension to Thomas Walsh: 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

MRS. ANNA SCHIER. 

Mr. PINDAR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 7983) granting a pension to Mrs. Anna 
Schier; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

CATHARINE LANIGAN. 

Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
favorably the bill (S. 2349) granting a pension to Catharine Lanigan: 
which was referred tothe Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

DAVID RYAN. 

Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee on Claims, reported, as a sub- 
stitute for H. R. 7233, a bill (H. R. 9122) to confer jurisdiction onthe 
Court of Claims to hear and determine the claim of David Ryan against 
the United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

The original bill (H. R. 7233) was laid on the table. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr. SPRINGER, the Committee on Claims was dis- 
charged from further consideration of the bill (H. R. 4033) for the relief 
of Richard A. Newert, and the same was referred to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

ROBERT STRACHAN. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Claims, reported back 
with an amendment the bill (8. 574) for the relief of Robert Strachan; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ESTATES OF ELY MOORE AND OTHERS. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Claims, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 5470) for the relief of 
the estates of Ely Moore and John W. Whitfield and others; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 
dar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


COMPENSATION OF CERTAIN PHYSICIANS. 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (S. 304) to compensate physicians for services rendered un- 
der an order of the United States court of the northern district of Ala- 
bama; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN WIGHTMAN. 

Mr. FLEEGER, from the Committee on Claims, reported, as a sub- 
stitute for H. R. 7803, a bill (H. R. 9123) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of John Wightman, deceased; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

The original bill (H. R. 7803) was laid on the table. 


RICHARD H. AND JAMES PORTER. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 8168) for the relief of Richard H. Porter 
and James Porter; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS, M. P. CHURCH. 

Mr. BARBOUR, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, re- 
ported back with amendments the bill (S. 1008) to empower the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Protestant Church to hold prop- 
erty in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying re- 
port ordered to be printed. 


NEW ORLEANS, BATON ROUGE AND VICKSBURG RAILROAD COMPANY, 


Mr. LAFFOON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 3186) to declare a forfeiture of lands 
granted to the New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Vicksburg Railroad 
Company, to confirm title to certain Jands, and for other purposes: 
which was referred to the House Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 
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GEORGE J. STANNARD. 


Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, Maj. Gen. George J. Stannard, a brave 
soldier and distinguished officer in the late war, at present upon the 
soldiers’ roll as an employé of this House, died suddenly this morning 
about 9 o’clock at his lodgings in this city. I ask unanimous consent 
to put upon its passage at the present time the usual resolution relat- 
ing to his pay and faneral expenses. 

TheSPEAKER. The resolution will be read for information, after 
which there will be opportunity for objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, Thatthe Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to pay out of the contingent fund of the House to the widow or legal 
representatives of George J. Stannard, late an employé of the House, a sum 


ual to his salary for six months, and also the necessary expenses of his last 
iliness and funeral, not to exceed $250. 


There being no objection, the House proceeded to consider the reso- 
Jation; which was adopted. 

Mr. GROUT moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
ihe table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


OLEOMARGARINE 


Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the further consider- 
ation of bills raising revenue. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union (Mr. SPRINGER in the chair) and resumed the 
consideration of the hill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also imposing a 


tax upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and ex- 
portation of oleo ine. 
The CHAIRMAN. On this bill the Committee of the Whole had 


reached the consideration of section 8. By order of the House all de- 
bate on this section and amendments thereto has been limited to one 
minute. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Are there any amendments now pending to this 
section ? ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. There are several amendments pending. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I wish to offer an amendment at the proper time. 

Mr. NEGLEY. I desire to have read a telegram from various trades 
assemblies. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania [Mr. NeGLEy] to occupy the one minute allowed for 
debate. 


Mr. NEGLEY. I desire to have read from the Clerk’s desk the tele- 
gram which I send up. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the following: 


: PrrrsBURGH, PA., May 31. 
Whereas certain measures are now pending in Congress for the regulation of 
the manufacture and sale of butterine and oleomargarine, and the imposition 
of taxes thereon, amounting to a prohibition; and 
Whereas the manufacture and sale of this article is a legal, a legitimate busi- 
ness, furnishing a clean, palatable, healthy, and nutritious article of food at a 
reasonable , and that the effect of the legislation will be to increase the 
— ee food product and destroy the labor its manu- 
employs; an 
Whereas the only reason given for the legislation is that it comes into com- 
petition with butter: 
tis That we protest against the passage of such measures as unjust 
and injurious to the laboring classes and as opposed to the principles of sound 


this urther resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted to our 


Senators and Representatives in Congress by the secretary of this assembly. 
The foregoing preambles and resolutions were adopied at a session of the 
Tate iy of Western Pennsylvania for the purpose of taking prompt 


in regard to a bill now pending before Congress entitled ‘'A bill to regu- 
late the manufacture and sale of butterine or oleomargarine.” 
RICHARD ENNISS, 
President of Trades Assembly of Western Pennsy/vania. 
THOMAS 8. DICUS, 
Secretary Trades Assembly of Western Pennsylvania. 


Assembly of Western Pennsylvania consists of the following labor 
perior No. 3, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel 
Sheet and M Workers’ Assembly, Knights of Labor; American 
Association of Iron and Steel Workers; Labor As- 

ts of Labor; Good Intent Lodge No. 4, Amalgamated Asso- 
Workers; Labor Assembly No. 142; Builders, Carpen- 
and J. Union; International r-makers’ Union, Knights of Labor; 
Journeymen Tailors’ Union, Knights of Labor; International Furniture 
Union, No, 21, Knights of Labor; Bridge Workers’ Assembly, No. 1632, 
of ; Labor Assembly No. 5269, Knights of Labor; Calkers Assem- 
of Labor; Locomotive Workers’ Association ; Salesmen's 
hts of Labor; Street-car Drivers’ Assembly, No. 1603, 

Labor; iron orkers’ Assembly, No. 1747, Knights of Labor; Banks- 
Association ; x ical Association, No. 1632, Knights of Labor ; 


n of Iron and Steel Workers; Tubal Cain 
Association of Iron and Steel Workers, No. 34; Mechanics’ Lodge 
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of Iron and Steel Workers; Royal Lodge, 


Amalgamated Association of [ron and Steel Workers, No.28; Allegheny Lodge. 
No gumated Association of Iron and Steel Workers, No. 14; District Assembly 
of Labor; Pressmen’s Union. No. 13; Labor Assembly No. 79i, 

paights ; Labor Assembly No. 1631, Knights of Labor; Labor Assem- 
a -_ talers Lodge No, 70; Am mated Aanociation of iron 
Steel orkers ; oO. American nt-glass Workers’ Union; w 
Mill Run Coal Miners" Ansociation: Window-glass Workers’ Association, No. 


300, ie Labor; Iron-molders’ Union, No. 14; Iron-molders’ Assem- 
bly, No. 230, Knights of Labor; Bottle-blowers’ Union of North America; Horse- 








shoers’ Union; Typographical Union No.7; Job Printers’ Association No. 1392, 
Knights of Labor; Independent Lodge of Millvale, Amalgamated Association 
of Iron and Steel Workers ; Friendship Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Iron 
and Steel Workers; Stone-cutters’ Assembly, Knights of Labor; Soho Lodge, 
No. 70, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Stee! Workers; Sligo Lron Works, 
Lodge No.8, Amalgamated Association of lron and Steel Workers; American 
Flint-glass Workers’ Association, No. 6; Labor Assembiy No.719, Knights of 
Labor; Labor Assembly No. 2300, Knights of Labor; Cigar-makers’ Union No, 
271; Iron-molders’ Union of North America, No. 243; Labor Assembly No. 5478, 
Knights of Labor; Lodge No. 86, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel 
Workers; Bricklayers’ Union, No. 2; District Assembly No.3, Knights of Labor, 
forty thousand members; Lodge No, 29, Amalgamated Association of Iron and 
Steel Workers; Labor Assembly No. Knights of Labor—representing about 
| seventy-eight thousand members. 


Tlm CHAIRMAN (before the reading of the telegram was concluded) 
said: By order of the House all debate on this section is now closed. 

Mr. NEGLEY. Idesire that the entire telegram may be printed in 
the REcorpD. 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first question is on an amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL], to add a proviso to sec- 
tion 8. This amendment having already been read, the reading will 
not be repeated unless some gentleman demands it. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I think it ought to be read again. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Add to the pending section the following : 

“Provided, That on and after the Ist day of July, 1886, the taxes herein speci- 
fied imposed by the internal-revenue laws of the United States now in force be, 
and the same are hereby, repealed, namely: The taxes on manufactured to- 
bacco, snuff, cigars, cheroots,and cigarettes, and the special taxes required by 
law to be paid by dealers in leaf-tobacco, retail dealers in leaf-tobacco, dealers 
in manufactured tobacco, peddlers of tobacco, snuff,and cigars, and manufact- 
urers of snuff and of cigars: Provided also, That on all original ‘and unbroken 
factory packages of smoking and manufactured tobacco, and snuff, cigars, che- 
roots, and cigarettes held by manufacturers, factors, jobbers, or dealers at the 
time such repeal shall go into effect, upon which the tax has been paid, there 
shall be a drawback or rebate in favor of said manufacturer, factor, jobber, 
dealer, or other owner of said tobacco; snuff; cigars, cheroots, and cigarettes to 
the full amount and extent of the tax so paid thereon, but the same shall not 
Apply in any case where the claim has not been presented within ninety days 
following the date when’such repeal shall take effect; and no claim shall be 
allowed for a less amount than $10; and any special-tax stamp covering taxes 
repealed by this act may he redeemed for the portion of the special-tax year 
unexpired at the time of the repeal, when the amount claimed for such stamp 
shall not be less than $10; and all sums required to satisfy claims under this act 
shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to adopt such rules and 
regulations and to prescribe and furnish such blanks and forms as may be nec- 
essary to carry this section into effect: Provided also, That all internal-revenue 
laws limiting, restricting, or regulating the manufacture, sale, or exportation of 
tobacco, snuff, cigars, cheroots, and cigarrettes are hereby repealed on and after 
the Ist day of October, 1886, and that there shall be no drawback allowed upon 
any such articles which shall be entered for export on or after that date: Pro- 
vided, That all laws now in force shall remain and have full force and effect in 
respect to all offenses committed, liabilities incurred, or rights accruing or ac- 
erued prior to the date when the repeal of the taxes specified in this act shall 
take effect.” 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from North Carolina [ Mr. CowLEs | 
submitted a substitute for this amendment. The Chair is advised, 
however, that the gentleman prefers to move his proposition separately. 
The Chair will therefore put the question upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Virginia, just read by the Clerk. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 49, noes 102. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Gisson, of- West Virginia, and Mr. 
HATCH were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 52, 
noes 110. 

The CHAIRMAN. In order to make a quorum the Chair votes in 
the negative, and the amendment is rejected. The next question is 
upon another amendment submitted by the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. DANIEL], which will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to section 8 the following: 

‘That on and after the Ist day of July, 1886, all laws and parts of laws hereto- 
fore passed by Congress,and now in existence, imposing an internal-revenue 
tax upon liquors distilled from apples, peaches, and other fruits, shall be repealed: 
Provided, That no person or persons shall be allowed to manufacture or distill 
spirits partly from fruits and partly from grain without the payment of the full 
tax required by law upon the making or manufacture of spirits distilled from 
grain; and any person violating the provisions of this section shall be fined not 
less than $100 nor more than $500, and imprisoned not less than one month nor 
more than one year, or both, at the discretion of the court.” 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 42, noes 110. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Gipson, of West Virginia, and Mr. 
HATCH were appointed. 

The committee again divided; andthe tellers reported—ayes 38, noes 
| 125. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The next question is upon an amendment sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. CowLrs], which 
will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to section 8 the following: 

“That all laws and sections and clauses of laws, imposing a tax or taxes on 
brandy distilled from fruit,and all laws and sections and clauses of laws, pro- 
viding for the collection of a tax or taxes on brandy distilled from fruit, and 


prohibiting, without compliance with certain statutory requisitions, the manu- 
| facture or distillation of brandy, be, and the same are hereby, repealed.”’ 
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Mr. HATCH. I make the point of order that this amendment is 
substantially the same as that which has just been voted down by the 
committee. 

Mr. GLBSON, of West Virginia. 
that was just voted down. 

The Clerk again read the amendment of Mr. DANIEL. 

Mr. COWLES. 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair desires to state that the amendment 
submitted by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL], which has 
just been voted down, provides that, on and after the Ist day of July, 
1886, these laws should be repealed, while the pending amendment 
provides for repeal immediately on the passage of the law, which makes 
it a different proposition. 

Mr. HATCH. I withdraw the point of order. 

The question recurred on Mr. COWLES’s amendment. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 26, noes 121. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 

Mr. CowLxs and Mr. HATCH were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 43, 
noes 120, 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move the following amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out the word “ten,” in line 3, and insert the word “ three; "’ so it will 
read 
* There shall be assessed and collected a tax of 3 cents per pound.”’ 


Mr. HEPBURN. 

day? 
The CHAIRMAN. Amendments heretofore were amendments to the 
amendment, to strike out ‘‘ ten’’ and insert ‘‘two,’’ and the votes here- 
tofore taken were on that amendment. There has been no amendment 
heretofore to strike out “‘ten’’ and insert any number except “‘ two.”’ 

Mr. DUNHAM. More than that, ‘‘three’’ has not been mentioned 
before. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 
debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I understand the motion was to 
close debate only upon the pending amendments, and not upon all 
amendments to the section. 

The CHAIRMAN. At Saturday’s session the motion was made to 
close all debate on the eighth section and all pending amendments 
thereto. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 
ing amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN. It referred to all amendments. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I ask the language of the motion 
be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read from the Recorp. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. Ilatcu. I move thatthe House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the further consideration of revenue bills; 
and pending that motion I move that all debate on the eighth section and all 
amendments thereto shall be limited to one minute, and upon that I demand the 
previous question, 

The CHAIRMAN. 
House. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. 
amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strik c out “ three” and insert “five.” 


Mr. HATCH. Has not that amendment already been voted on? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment voted on was an amendment to 
the then pending amendment. 

Mr. HATCH. It is substantially the same thing. 

The CHAIRMAN. Not in a parliamentary sense, and the Chair was 
compelled to recognize the amendment to the amendment. 

The question recurred on Mr. TOWNSHEND’s amendment to the 
amen iment. 

Tho CHAIRMAN. The noes appear to have it. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND demanded a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 21, noes 92. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 

Mr. Tow NSHEND and Mr. STAULNECKER were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 46, noes 
118. 

So the amendment to the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I move an amendment to come in at the 
end of the section. 

The CHAIRMAN, It is not in order at this moment. 

Mr. DUNHAM. [ask for the reading of the amendment, and then 
for the reading of the seetion as it will beif the amendment is adopted. 

TheClerk read theamendment and section as it would be if amended. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Iofferan amendment to the amend- 
ment, to strike ont ‘‘three’’ and insert “‘four.’’ 


Was not that amendment voted upon on a previous 


I understand this amendment is 


It referred, I think, only to pend- 


That is the motion which was adopted by the 


I submit the following amendment to the 
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Let us hear reread the amendment | 
| ment, to the amendment. 


Allow me but a minute in reply on the point of | 
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A Member. Let this go through and offer yours afterward 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. You can not do it then 
The CHAIRMAN, The noes have it. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I demand a division on py 


The committee divided; and there were—ayes 6, noes 10 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 

Mr. Grpson, of West Virginia, and Mr. PRIcE were ap; 
tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 331... 
117. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
quorum ? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. When I get ready to yield the » 

I will announce it to the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. No quorum appearing, it becomes the duty of 
the Chair under the rules to have the roll called in order to report thie 
names of the absentees to the House to be spread upon the Journa) 

The Clerk called the roll; and the following members failed ¢) 
answer to their names: 


Does the gentleman withdraw his po 


Adams, J. J. Cutcheon, Kleiner, Rogers 
Aiken, Daniel, Laird, Scott 
Anderson, C. M. Davis, Le Fevre, Spriggs 
Arnot, Dibble. Markham, Stewart, Charles 
Belmont, Dunn, Matson, St. Martin, 
Bingham, Eden, McKinley, Stone, W. J 
Bragg, Foran, Mitchell, Swinburne 
Brumim, Ford, Morrill, Taylor, I. ll 
Butterworth, Gibson, C. H. Muller, Thomas, J. i: 
dier, Glover, Negley, Trigg. 
Olardy, Grosvenor, Nelson, Van Eaton 
Clements, Guenther, Oates, Viele, 
Cobb, Hayden, Pirce, Ward, T. B 
Cole, Heard, Reed, T. B. Warner, A. J 
Cooper, Hewitt, Reid, J. W. Winans 
Crain, Hires, Rice, 
Curt n, James, Robertson, 


The committee rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, 
Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole, having had 
under consideration House bill No. 8328, found itself without a quo 
rum; whereupon the Chair had caused the roll to be called, and now 
reported the names of sixty-six absentees to the House. 

he SPEAKER. From this report it appears that there are sixty- 
six members absent, whose names will be entered upon the Journal! 
The roll-call discloses the fact that a quorum is present, and, unde: 
the rules of the House the Committee of the Whole will immediately 
resume its session. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The tellers will resume their places, and in 0: 
der to prevent confusion the Chair will direct the vote to be taken 
anew. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Will not the tellers resume the count 
where they left off? Is it necessary that the vote should be taken 
anew ? © Is not this the same continuous action of the tellers? 

The CHAIRMAN. Where a quorum fails to vote, and the ro!! 5 
called, such a length of time having elapsed, the Chair thinks it prope: 
that the vote should be taken de novo, as the tellers can not determine 
whether or not the gentlemen have voted thereafter. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. But the gentlemen themselves can 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks in order to avoid con{usion 
that a new vote should be taken. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 51, 10-5 
120. 

So thé amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment t 
the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. DuNuAM). |! 
understand his amendment is to strike out 10 cents and insert 3 cvn'- 
I move to amend the amendment by striking out “‘ three’? and inser! 
ing ‘‘ eight;’’ so that it will read: 

There shall be assessed and collected a tax of 8 cents per pound 


Mr. DUNHAM. I would like to say to the gentleman from Mi: 
sour. -—— 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not debatable. - 

Mr. DUNHAM. I do not propose to debate it, but simply to sy 


that that is no improvement. 
The question being taken on the amendment to the amendment, thi" 
were on a division—ayes 86, noes 17. 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will t tellers. 
Mr. Grason, of West V and Mr. HatcH were appointed tellers 
The committee again divide:; and the tellers reported—ayes !°! 


noes 40. 
So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I desire to offer a further amendment 
The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment is in order to this amend- 
ment at this time. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I submit it is in order to offer |" 
ther amendments. 














The CHAIRMAN. The committee has already amended this amend- 
ment by striking out ‘“‘three’’ and inserting ‘‘eight.’’ 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. And the amendment now stands 

simply as if it had been originally offered “eight”? instead of *‘three,’’ 
and therefore other amendments are in order. 
" The CHAIRMAN. The committee has already accepted an amend- 
ment, and consequently the amendment is not subject to further amend- 
ment, because otherwise the committee could never reach a conclusion. 
The committee has reached a conclusion as to this amendment. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. But I submit that was simply a 
choice between three and me It does not settle any other question. 
‘Cries of “‘ Regular order !”’ 


“The CHAIRMAN. The committee must now settle the other ques- 


tion as between eight and ten, and the question recurs upon the amend- | 


ment of the gentleman from Illinois as amended. 
Mr. LAWLER. Would it be in order to have read a letter at, this 


nthe CHAIRMAN. It would not; debate is not in order. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. DUNHAM as 
amended, the committee divided, and there were—ayes 120, noes 10. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will appoint tellers. 

Mr. Ginson, of West Virginia, and Mr. Harcw were appointed tell- 
“The committee again divided; and there were—ayes 130, noes 33. 

So the amendment as amended was to. 
Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I move to amend by adding to the sec- 
tion what I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

; oleomargar ich is hfal 
—_— S — oe ieee health odicer ‘of oe 
where the same is off for sale, and which is ex for sale and sold tothe 
consumer by its true name and without fraud, and without being disguised so 
asto resemble dairy butter, shall not be subject to the tax imposed by this sec- 
tion 

Mr. HATCH. I make the point of order on that amendment. It 
has been already offered to this section and voted down, or substan- 

tially the same was offered on Saturday, as will be seen by the RecorD. 

Mr. MCRAE. I desire to offer an amendment to the amendment for 
my colleague [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], who is necessarily absent for a 

fey moments. It is his and not mine. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I wish tosay that I will be glad if the 
gentleman from Missouri will point out the amendment to which he 
refers, or in what shape this proposition has been heretofore submitted 
tothe committee and voted down, as I should like to be heard upon the 
point of order. 

Mr. HATCH. The Recorp will show it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The clerk is examining the RECORD. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I assume that no such proposition has 
been submitted or voted on by the committee. 

Mr. HATCH. It is easy enough if Iam mistaken to withdraw the 
pointoforder. I feel sure that substantially the same amendment has 
been acted upon by the committee. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. This amendment, in order that the com- 
mittee may understand it, and in order that the question of order may be 
properly determined, is this: It seeks and is intended to make the bill 
what its projectors say it is now, and that is, if oleomargarine be pure 
and healthful, if it has no tape-worm eggs in it, or fungi, or trichinx, 
or dairy-maid’s hair, or any other impurities; if it is ascertained to be 
bythe proper health officer healthful and socertified in writing (which 
isa matter of local inspection) and undergoes such inspection, and is 
submitted to chemical analysis and to the microscopic tests, and after 
having undergone all of these investigations is fund to be pure and 
healthful and is offered for sale and sold to the consumer-— 

Mr. HATCH. I must demand the regular order. 

OEE of Indiana. Iam simply stating what my amend- 
ment is, 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. McMiLu1n). The Chair understood the gen- 
tleman from Indiana to be addressing himself to the point of order. 

Mr. HATCH. On the contrary, he is explaining his amendment. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I am addressing myself to the point of 
order, and am endeavoring to show that this is not the same amend- 
ment as any that has been previonsl. a submitted to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. In addition to the article being ascer- 
and healthful, it must be exposed in the market for 
sale under its own name of oleomargarine. It is expressly provided 
the consumer shall be notified —— there shall be no fraud upon 
purpose of protecting the dairy interest which 
this bill, and needs its protection, it is further provided that 
be peekee es to resemble dairy butter, either good 
or ees yeliow dairy butter or red, white or 

made out of pure cream or out of but- 
provision is broad enough to protect the 
butter interests from Chinese cheap labor. 


Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
to the point of order? 
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Mr. CURTIN. Yes. If the representation of seventy-eight thou- 
sand laboring men of Pennsylvania has any bearing on the point of 
order I have 1t here. 

|} The CHAIRMAN. 


Nothing ¢ I 
order would bein order at this time. 


| Mr. CURTIN. With very little knowledge of 
| 


xcept what pe the 


I tains to 


point of 
the rules of this House 
I do not think Iam in order. [Laughter. } 

The CHAIRMAN. Upon the hasty examination which the Chair 
| has been able to make of the Recorp for several days past he finds the 
| nearest approach to the amendment of the gentleman fro 
| one offered by the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. Rrac 
| Clerk will read. 
| The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman. I desire to offer an amendment as a substitu 
for the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. L« 

The Clerk read as follows: ' 

“ Amend by adding the following proviso at the end of section 8: 
‘*Provided, That this act shall not be understood or construed to impose any of 
the taies mentioned in it on oleomargarine, or any of the products or com 
pounds mentioned in it, where the same is plainly marked with the name of the 
particular product, and sold or offered to be sold as such.'”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will now direct to be read the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Indiana upon which his ruling is 
asked. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That oleomargarine, which has been ascertained to be pure and 
healthfal, and so certified by the duly appointed health officer of a city, or x 
State, and where the same is offered for sale, and it is exposed for sale and sold to 
the consumer by its true name, and without fraud, and without being disguised 
so as to resemble dairy butter, shall not be subject to the tax 
section. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 
distinct. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to rule on the point of order. 
It will be observed the amendment of the gentleman from Texas pro- 
vided that all oleomargarine substances marked as such should be ex- 
empted from the tax provision of the bill. Upon comparison it will be 
seen that not only is that required in the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana, but the certificate of the proper health officer showing its 
healthfulness is also required. The Chair is therefore of opinion that 
the amendment of the gentleman from Texas while similar in one 
respect to that of the gentleman from Indiana is not so in others. The 
Chair therefore overrules the point of order. 

Mr. BAYNE. I desire to make another point of order against the 
amendment. It is this: that the bill is only for the purpose of raising 
revenue—— 

Mr. HAMMOND. That is a mistake. 

Mr. BAYNE. And that the amendment of the gentleman from In- 
diana is one requiring a distinction to be made between wholesome ani 
unwholesome food, and is therefore not germane to this bill. 

The amendment distinguishes as to the wholesomeness or unwhole- 
someness of the food. It distinguishes the wholesome food which may 
be put on the market from the unwholesome food liable to tax. And, 
moreover, it is not proper to propose an amendment to the bill which 
takes away from it the property of levying an equal tax upon the sub- 
ject-matter of taxation as this proposition of the gentleman from Indi- 
ana dees. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I desire to say on the point of order that the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. BAYNE] is mistaken in both his prop- 
ositions. This is not a bill to raise revenue, but is a bill to put down 
oleomargarine. He is mistaken also in supposing that the bill has noth- 
ing to do with the purity of the food. For in section 14 is this pro- 
vision: 

The Commissioner may also decide whether any substance made in imitatior 


or semblance of butter or intended for human consumption contains ingredi- 
ents deleterious to the public health. 


. Indiana is 
hich the 


imposed by this 


The two amendments are quite 


sass LC I LLL LLL 


LL 


Now, this is a mere change of one of the features of the bill, provid- 
ing that in certain cases State officers may determine that the thing 
presented to the public is not injurious to public health, and that if so 
it may be subject to sale without this tax. Therefore, whether this be 
a bill to raise revenue or to put down oleomargarine, it is a bill also to 
protect people from putting bad food into their stomachs. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I desire, in answer to the point 
raised by the gentleman from Pennsylvania—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to rule on the point of order. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. That being the case, I do not de- 
sire to be heard on it. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. As it was I who offered the amendment, 
if the Chair is in any doubt about it I should like to be heard on the 
point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that, the bill being before 
the committee, whether its purpose is one thing or another it is com- 
petent for the House to restrict it wherein it sees propertodoso. The 
Chair, therefore, overrules the point of order. The question is on the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Let the amendment be read again. 

Several members objected. 

Mr. MCRAE. I ask that the amendment which I sent a few mo- 
ments ago to the desk for my colleague be submitted. 


ee 
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The CHAIRMAN. Is it an amendment to the amendment? 

Mr. MCRAE. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 8 by adding at the end of the section the following: 

“Provided, That where cotton-seed oil enters into the production of oleomar- 
garine, and it shall be satisfactorily shown that the p 
some asan article of food, and when it is marked and sold as oleomargarine 
and not as butter, and the Secretary of the Treasury is satisfied that no fraud is 
contemplated or is possible upon buyers, then the tax herein imposed shall be 
remitted to the extent that cotton-seed oil enters into the composition of said 


product,” 

The CHAIRMAN. This seems to be framed as an amendment to 
the section, and will properly be in order after the amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Browne] is voted upon. The gentle- 
man from Arkansas will be recognized to present it at the proper time. 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Chairman, the amendment was drawn by my col- 
league, Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, who is absent, without seeing the pend- 
ing amendment. He asked me to offer it for him, and I have done so; 
but with the understanding that the committee shall have an oppor- 
tunity to vote upon it after the pending amendment is disposed of, I 
withdraw it for the present. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair thinks that in its present form the 
amendment will properly come in after the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. BROWNE] has been acted upon. 

Mr. McRAE. I have no objection to that. 


The House divided on the amendment offered by Mr. Browne, of 


Indiana; and there were—ayes 44, noes 92. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The amendment of Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas (presented by 
Mr. MCRAE), was read, as follows: 

Amend section 8 by adding at the end of the section the following: 

Provided, That where cotton-seed oil enters into ho pte of oleomar- 
garine, and it shall be satisfactorily shown that the product is perfectly whole- 
some as an article of food, and when it is marked and sold as oleomargarine and 
not as butter, and the Secretary of the Treasury is satisfied that no fraud is con- 
templated or is possible upon buyers, then the tax herein imposed shall be re- 
— oe the extent that cotton-seed oil enters into the compvusition of said 
Pp '° 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr.McRAE. Mr. Chairman, I have anotheramendment to the same 
section, which I desire to offer for my cblleague [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE]. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Amend section 8, line 3, by striking out the word “eight” and inserting the 
words “ half a cent;’’ so that it will read “ atax of half a cent per pound,” &c, 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of order on that 
amendment 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I make the point that the rate has 
been already fixed by a vote of the Committee of the Whole. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the point is well taken. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I submit again—— 
[Calls of ‘‘ Regular order!’’ “‘ Regular order!’’] Iam addressing the 
House on the point of order, [Renewed calls of ‘‘ Regular order!’’] 

Mr. HATCH. I think I cansettle this. I move that the committee 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. MCMILLIN, from the Committee of the Whole, reported 
that they had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 8328) defining 
butter, &c., and had come to no resolution thereon. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Speaker announced the appointment of Mr. BLount, Mr. RiaaGs, 
and Mr. BrInGHAM as conferees on the part of the House on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to 
the Post-Office appropriation bill. 

OLEOMARGARINE. 


Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole for the further consideration of 
bills raising revenue; and, pending that motion, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that when the bill is reported from the Committee to the House a 
vote shall be taken in the House on the propositions which I am about 
to state in the order in which I shall state them. I do this for the 
purpose of advancing the business of the House. What I propose is 
that a yea-and-nay vote shall be taken, first, upon the proposition to 
fix the rate of tax at 3 cents; if that is voted down by the House, that 
a similar vote shall be taken upon the proposition to fix the rate at 5 
cents; if that is voted down, that a like vote shall be taken upon the 
amendment submitted by the committee fixing the rate at 8 cents; and, 
if that is voted down, that the vote shall then be taken upon the bill 
as reported. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I object. If the gentleman 
will include my amendment and give me a vote on it I will agree, but 


if he insists upon cutting my amendment out, then, as a matter of 


course, I object. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Mr. Chairman, it is certainly very 
desirable that we should, if possible, compromise our differences upon 
this bill and let legislation proceed. I have been in consultation with 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HatcH] upon this subject. I have 
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no desire whatever to retard legislation in this House. 


. * . All I Want ig 
to have a fair vote upon this bill. 7 


I want to make this further eyo. 
ak only 
for myself, for I am not authorized to speak for anybody — Te 
gentleman from Missouri will agree to allow the vote to be taken ashe 
suggested, with a further yea-and-nay vote on the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BrowNE], and a further yea-and 
nay vote on the section in this bill dividing the fines between the (;,.. 
ernment and the informer, I say to him that I, for one, will stop ions. 
ing this bill and let it come to a vote. nee 
Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Speaker, as I understand the friends of ty; 
bill, their object has been mainly to provide means for identifying this 
oleomargarine, aud I understand that they have stated privately that 
they do not care so much for the tax as they do to be certain that this 
article is sold for what it is. Now, if that be the fact, I can see no ob. 


3 


ject in placing the Commissioner of Internal Revenue in charge of )! 


the factories of this character throughout the country, placing inspect. 
ors over them, and compelling the manufacturers to pay a tax. The 
article being identified beyond question, I can not see any good reason 
why there should be any tax whatever upon it. For that reason, Mr. 
Speaker—— 

Mr. HATCH. 1 desire to say to the gentleman from [linois [Mr. 
DuNHAM] that I am not responsible for what any friend or opponent 
of this bill may have said about it outside of this House, nor am [ goy- 
erned by any such statement. I am here in good faith supporting this 
bill. I have made this proposition in the utmost good faith to meet 
more than half-way gentlemen on the other side who have suggested 
that an arrangement might be reached. I have made my proposition, 
and it is to take a fair vote in the House to test the sense of the House 
upon the several propositions as to the rate of tax—3 cents, 5 cents, § 
cents, or 10 cents. 

Mr. RANDALL. I suggest that these questions should be voted on 
in a different order from that suggested by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri; that the question should first be taken on 8 cents, then on 5 
cents, then on 3 cents. 

Mr. HATCH. I would be willing to have the vote so taken; but 
the gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. Gipson] requested that it be 
taken the other way, and in deference to him I have so proposed. 

Mr. RANDALL. Unanimous consent can do anything, of course; 
but the usual proceeding is to vote first on the higher figure. If the 
House should agree to 8 cents, that of course would settle the question 
by a single vote. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. But, Mr. Speaker, the object of 
this compromise is to save the necessity—— 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not wish to interfere with any compromise 
which may have been arranged; I only state what is the usual proceed- 
ing under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The request of the gentleman from Missouri | Mr. 
Hatcu] has been objected to. 

Mr. HATCH. I hope the Chair will state it again before making a 
final announcement. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will do so. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Does the gentleman from Missouri 
accede to the ition that there be a yea-and-nay vote taken on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Browne]? 

Mr. HATCH. I do not. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 
formers ? 

Mr. HATCH. I do not. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Then we can not agree. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I hope that some general understanding may be 
reached, so that we may have a vote on these questions and proceed 
with the business of the House. I think the gentleman from Missouri 
had better agree to ow vote on these two questions. 

Mr. REAGAN. ere are a great many other subjects waiting ac- 
tion by the House, and I trust that some agreement may be reached. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Irise toa parliamentary inquiry. I wish to know 
what question is pending before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. There is no motion before the House except tle 
motion of the gentleman from Missouri that the House resolve itse!! 
into Committee of the Whole—— 

. Mr. TAULBEE. Then I call for the regular order. : 

The SPEAKER. But pending that, the gentleman from Missoum 
endeavored to effect some arrangement about the consideration of the 
bill, which was objected to. There is nothing of that sort before tho 
House. The question ison the motion of the gentleman from Misou". 

Mr. HISCOCK. I hope there will be consent to a little informal taik 

on this subject in the way of negotiation to see whether we cin Do! 
reach some basis of agreement. 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, gentlemen have asked me to consent (© 
modify a section of this bill the consideration of which has not yet been 
reached in the Committee of the Whole. I can not speak for the com- 
mittee; I have no right to anticipate what the committee will do with 
that section when it is reached. I will not submit any proposition to 
modify a section of this bill which has not been reached for consider» 
tion in the Committee of the Whole. 


And on the clause in regard to in- 
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Mr. MORRISON. What does the gentleman say as to the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana which has been voted down? 

Mr. HATCH. In two or three different shapes it has been voted 
down in the Committee of the Whole by a very large majority, and I 
think gentlemen 0 ht to accept that decision. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I hope the gentleman from Missouri will accede to 
the suggestion that the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana be 
included in his proposition. ; 

Mr. HATCH. At the suggestion of the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Hiscock] I include in my request the three propositions I have 
named anda yea-and-nay vote upon the amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Browne]. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Now I hope the gentleman will 














- HATCH. No; I will not go further. 

Mr. HISCOCK (to Mr. Gruson, of West Virginia). That is as far 
as you should ask him to go. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from Missouri state in what 
order he desires the questions taken upon the rate of tax? 

Mr. HATCH. Idesire that the question be first taken on the lowest 


e. 
othe SPEAKER. If the House will be in order the Chair will state 
the request made by the gentleman from Missouri. The gentleman 
asks unanimous consent that there may be a yea-and-nay vote in the 
House, first upon the proposition to fix the tax at 3 cents per pound; 
secondly, to fix it at 5 cents; thirdly, at 8 cents; and also that there 
may be a yea-and-nay vote in the House upon the amendment hereto- 
fore proposed in Committee of the Whole by the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. BROWNE] to the eighth section. Is there objection? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I hope there will be none. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I object. 

Mr. HATCH. Put the question on my motion to go into commit- 


tee. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I withdraw my objection tem- 
ily. Why does the gentleman exclude my amendment; why not 
allow it to be pending ? 
Mr. HATCH. Simply because, as I have already explained, the 
tleman’s amendment of half a cent a pound is not inorder, therate 
having been fixed at 8'cents. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. If that is not in order then 
3 cents is not in order. 
Mr. HATCH. It is only piling up one more vote in the Recorp. 
A MemBeR. I would do it. 
Mr. HATCH. LI ask for a vote on going into committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee resumes the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter; also imposing a tax upon and regu- 
lating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomar- 


garine. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I offer the following amendment to the eighth 
section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to section 8: 

“And the producer of tobacco shall have the right to sell the same, and dealers 


to buy from them, unmanufactured tobacco without the payment of privilege or 
other taxes, and ail laws in ‘conflict herewith are heret/y repealed.” 


The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I offer the following amendment, to come in at the 
close of the section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


That the tax on spirits distilled from grapes and peaches shall hereafter be 25 
cents a gallon. 


Mr. DUNHAM. I demand a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 15, noes 99. 

Mr. DUNHAM. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. DunHAM and Mr. FREDERICK were appointed tellers. 

bien gc again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 42, 
noes 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move the following amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That hereafter there shall be placed upon every receipt for any sum of money 
or the payment of any debt a special-tax stamp of the denomination of 2 cents. 

Mr. SOWDEN. I make the point of order that this amendment is 
not germane to the bill. 
one aE. This is a revenue tax, and the Chair will enter- 

Mr. DUNHAM. I demand a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 5, noes 117. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. Sees boning taken i 
chair as pro several messages in writing were receiv 
from he Doone of the United States, by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his 
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secretaries, announcing that he had approved and signed bills of the 
following titles: 


An act (H. R. 570) for the relief of E. P. Thompson; 
An act (H. R. 4968) to authorize and direct the registry and enroll- 


ment of the barge Michigan, of Alpena, Mich. ; 


An act (H. R. 5789) to amend section 2552 of the Revised Statutes 


of the United States; and 


An act (H. R. 8762) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in 


the appropriations for public printing, pensions, and pay of the Army 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886. 


OLEOMARGARINE. 


The committee resumed its session, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I offer the following amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That hereafterthere shall be affixed to cach deed, instrument, or writing, 


whereby any lands, tenements, or otherwise conveyed to or vested in the pur- 

chaser or any other person or persons by his, her, or their direction, when the 

eensideration or value does not exceed $500, a stamp of the denomination of 50 

cents; when the consideration exceeds $500 and does not exceed $1,000, a stamp 

of the denomination of $1, and for every additional $500 or fractional part thereof 

= excess of $1,000 of consideration, an additional stamp of the denomination of 
cents. 


The committee divided; and there were—ayes 5, noes 122. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I offer the following amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That hereafter all United States officers shall pay a tax of 5 per cent. upon 


salaries exceeding $1,500 per annum. 


The committee divided; and there were—ayes 5, noes 92. 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move the following amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


That all railroad companies shall hereafter pay a tax of 10 per « 


dividends and undistributed profits. 


The committee divided; and there were—ayes 11, noes 90. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Let us have a quorum on that. 

Mr. DUNHAM and Mr. PRICE were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 21, noes 


143. 


So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to strike out the eighth section of the bill. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 21, noes 117. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Let us have a quorum on this. 

Mr. DUNHAM and Mr. PRICE were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 3, noes 
117. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read the ninth section, as follows: 


Sec. 9, That whenever any manufacturer of oleomargarine sells, or removes 
for sale or consumption, any oleomargarine upon which the tax is required to 
be paid by stamps, without the use of the proper stamps, it shall be the duty of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, within a period of not more than two 
years after such sale or removal, upon satisfactory proof, to estimate the amount 
of tax which has been omitted to be paid, and to make an assessment therefor 
and certify the same to the collector. The tax so assessed shall be in addition 
to the penalties imposed by law for such sale or removal. 


No amendment was offered. 
The Clerk read the tenth section of the bill, as follows: 


Sec. 10, That all oleomargarine imported from foreign countries shall, in ad- 
dition to any import duty imposed on the same, pay an internal-revenue tax of 
15 centg per pound, such tax to be represented by coupon stamps as in the case 
of oleomargarine manufactured in the United States. The stamps shall be af- 
fixed and canceled by the owner or importer of the oleomargarine while it isin 
the custody of the proper custom-house officers; and the oleomargarine shall 
not pass out of the custody of said officers until the stamps have been so affixed 
and canceled, but shall be put up in wooden packages, each containing not less 
than 10 pounds, as prescribed in thisact for oleomargarine manufactured inthe 
United States, before the stamps are affixed; and the owner or importerof such 
oleomargarine shall be liable to all the penal provisions of this act prescribed 
for manufacturers of oleomargarine manufactured in the United States. When- 
ever it is necessary to take any oleomargarine so imported to any place other 
than the public stores of the United States for the purpose of affixing and can- 
celing such stamps, the collector of customs of the port where such oleomarga- 
rine is entered shall designate a bonded warehouse to which it shall be taken, 
under the control of such customs officer as such collector may direct; and 
every officer of customs who permits any such oleomargarine to pass out of his 
custody or control without compliance by the owner or importer thereof with 
the provisions of this section relating thereto, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall be fined not less than $1,000 nor more than $,000, and imprisoned not 
less than six months nor more than three years. Every person who sells or of- 
fers for sale any imported oleomargarine, or oleomargarine purporting or 
claimed to have been imported, not put up in packages and stamped as pro- 
vided by this act, shall be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000, and be 
imprisoned not less than six months nor more than two years. 


Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last word. 
I have a letter here, which I want to have read in the hearing of the 
House by the Clerk, in reference to the subject now under debate. 
One of the oldest residents of Illinois, in the stone business, in the 
course of his travels through the State of Illinois, while in Chicago, and 
hearing a great deal about this question, concluded to visit one of the 
king-houses and see how this oleomargarine was manufactured. His 
fetter is in reference to that subject, and I ask the Clerk to read it. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 































the manufacture and sale of butterine and oleomargarine, and the impos; 
taxes thereon amounting to a prohibition ; 


Bucizwoop, sé... Hay 98; 1805, Whereas the manufacture and sale of this article is a legitimate busin. 


Dear Sin: Iam not in any way interested in any of the corporations; not one ohes ; ’ 
cent can itaffect me except in what 1 will be compelled to pay for the oleomar- erg sanatel tis leautioe willie ne of — at Areas : 
garine in tax. I have gone for my own satisfaction and examined the modus oe whetessme 1 product, and destroy the ial eee ee fa up 
operandi of the work—which any man ean do who may wish—of the making of and Pp ¥ hanwiaActure employs 


the ocleomargarine. 

it is made from the tallow, first grinding then heating sufficiently to make it 
intoaliquid, It is run into coolers and Chen peonees, separating the stearine and 
all fibrous parts. The oil from the press is dropped into acooler. When taken 
from the cooler it has the appearance of butter when taken from the churn, and 
is palatable and sweet and of a better color than the average of butter taken from 
the churn. It is then placed in a churn with pure milk and cream and churned, 
which gives a butter flavor. Itis then salted and worked over,the same as is 
done in a dairy. It is then ready for use. There is nothing in it that can be 
unhealthy. It is a pure extract from the tallow, in substance about the same as 
the butter from the cow, and is as good asthe average butter and far superior to 
the low grades of butter. It is nutritious, palatable, healthy,and cheap. It is 
the poor man's butter,and when you tax it you are only adding that burden to 
the poor man. You tax him and not the manufacturer, 

The discovery of extracting the oleomargarine from the tallow of the bullock 
isa blessing, and makes it possibie forthe poor man to have butter on his table. 
Those who say oleomargarine is made up of refuse grease are talking fora pur- 
pose, as they know not what they say. The discovery has given a value to tal- 

ow - from one to two dollars per hundred on each fat bullock. The farmer 
gets that. 

The dairy interests may fear they have a competition in the introduction of 
oleomargarine. Is it not an honest one? Are they going to force this tax on 
the poor man with the view of forcing out of use an A noe competitor? What 
a hue and cry they would raise if one firm in the country had the exclusive 
right of making all the mowersand harvestersor plows! In 1834or thereabouts 
the farmers and stage owners and agents met in convention in Albany with the 
view of stopping the building of railroads. The pretext was it was going to 
ruin the sale of horses and the use of coaches and drivers. 

In 1845-'46 the discovery of the propeller wheel was being introduced. It was 
ridiculed then. It is now forcing our large steamers on the ocean. The flying- 
shuttle, the steam-power for weaving, and the planing-machine met vigorous 
opposition, yet the world moves on. 

The twelve hours a day, the ten hours,and now the cight hours a day has its 
opposition. Genius and intelligence and progress will move on notwithstand- 
ing the selfishness of men, Science will prevail; selfishess must give way. 

‘The farmers are among those who cry out against trades unions, They, like 
the trades union, are selfish in the extreme. The See are only a small 
portion of producers of this country, and they, like the trades, will have to 
concede that there are other people and other interests than theirs. We want 
but one trades union in this country. That union shall be for the best interests 
of the entire nation. We do not want,nor will we have,any more legislation 
for classes or corporations. This that been done must be abolished. The 
land, railroad, banking, and other monopolies must be abolished, and that soon. 
If there is a necessity for raising more revenue raise it by a uated income 
tax; put iton those who have theirfavored franchises, not on poorman. Let 
upa biton him. Look back over the history of the last thirty years. See if you 
can what has been done for him. A change will be demanded in a way it will 
= ~ misunderstood. We expected a change for the better; so far it has been 
or the worse. 

It was the design of the founders of this Government it should be for the 
massesand not for thefew. We haveno to the strictest inspection and 
restriction to protect and govern the manu of all food products, and tax 
the same to pay the expense of maintenance of the inspection and make the 
a for any infringement or violation with severe punishment, This will 
meet the approval of all good citizens, 

Respectfully, yours, M. HALEY. 


Hon. Frank LAWLER, 

Mr. LAWLER. Iam sorry that owing to the confusion prevailing 
in the House this letter was not carefully listened to by every member 
on the floor. This is the opinign of a straightforward, honest business 
man. He has no interest whatever in the matter, and believes that it 
is a manufacture that ought to be controlled by the authorities in a 
proper way; but he takes the view which I am satisfied is taken by 
nine-tenths of the people, that it is an improper and poor way of levy- 
ing taxation to select a food product for that purpose. 

I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. CURTIN. Mr. Chairman, the other day during the course of 
some remarks made upon this bill I said I did believe that the work- 
ingmen of this country in their organizations are opposed to its 
A telegram was read, in answer to which I rose toa 
nation. I now hold in my hand a telegram received from a number of 
these organizations in Central and Western Pennsylvania, an associa- 
tion numbering altogether about seventy-eight thousand, against the 
passage of the bill; and I wish to say to this House that there are more 
coming from that class of people. 

I oppose the bill on the principles of the bill itself. I am opposed to 
it because I am opposed to taxing any industry out of existence; and 
am willing, as I said before, to submit this article to the most rigid tests 
that can be demanded even down to the microscopic tests with instru- 
ments of the highest magnifying powers. 

I oppose it because on the same principle you should introduce an in- 
quiry into coffee and tea and other articles of food just as well as in 
reference to thisarticle; and if this is anees Government let us ex- 
amine the food of our people generally, but until then let the freemen 
of the United States be the judges of what is wholesome for themselves 
and their families, and let not this House legislate on such a subject. 

I ask to have this telegram and the resolutions read, and if there is 
not time in the two minutes allotted to me then I shail ask to have 
them printed. [Cries of ** Read!’ ‘* Read !’’] 


The Cierk read as follows: ss 
Hon, Axpnew G; CurTm, PrrrssurcH, PA., May 31, 1886. 
Hi Washington : 


Below find resslutions passed by trades assembly and lodges composing the 


same. Official copies by mail: 
Prrrssuren, Pa., May 29, 1886. 
Whereas certain measures are now pending in Congress for the regulation of 


Whereas the only reason given for this legislation is that it comes iy;., 
petition with butter: 

It is resolved, That we protest against the passage of such measures ac ; 
and injurious to the laboring classes and as opposed to the princip|le- 
public policy. 

It is further resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted tu ; 
ators and Representatives in Congress by the secretary of this assem 

The foregoing preamble and resolution were adopted at a session of {! 
Assembly of Western Pennsylvania for the purpose of taking prompt « 
regard to a bill now pending before Congress entitled “A bili to regu 
manufacture and sale of butterine or oleomargarine." 


RICHARD ENNIss 

President of Trades Assembly of Western Pennsyivg 
T. J. DICUS, 

Secretary Trades Assembly of Western Pennsy) ro 


The Trades Assembly of Western Pennsylvania consists of the follow 
bor associations : Superior Lodge, No.3, Amalgamated Association of |; ar 
Steel Workers; Sheet and Metallic Workers’ Assembly, Knights of [.)),; 
American Lodge, No. 29, Amaigamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers 
Labor Assembly No, 21, Knights of Labor; Good Intent Lodge, No.4. Ama). 
gamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers; Labor Assembly No. | 40 
Builders, Carpenters,and Joiners’ Union; International Cigar-makers’ ())j 
Knights of Labor; German Journeymen Tailors’ Union, Knights of Labor: |). 
ternational Furniture Makers’ Union, No. 21, Knights of Labor; Bridge Work 
ers’ Assembly, No. 1632, Knightsof Labor; Labor Assembly No. 5269, K nigiits 0; 
Labor; Calkers’ Assembly, No. 862. Knights of Labor; Locomotive Workers 
Association; Salesmen’s Assembly, No. 4907, Knights of Labor; Street-car Driy- 
ers’ Assembly, No. 6003, Knights of Labor; Iron Workers’ Assembly, No. 1747. 
‘Knightsof Labor; Banksvilie Miners’ Association ; Typographical Associ; tiv; 
No. 1630, Knights of Labor; Lodge No. 35, Amalgamated Association o 
and Steel Workers; Tubal Cain Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Iro 
Steel Workers; Royal Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Iron and St: 
Workers, No. 34; Mechanics’ Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Iron ani s 
Workers, No. 28; Allegheny Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Ss! 
Workers, No. 14; District Assembly No. 80, Knights of Labor; Pressmen's (1): 
No. 13; Labor Assembly No.79!1, Knights of Labor; Labor Assembly No. |()), 
Knights of Labor; Labor Assembly No. 1862, Knights of Labor; Lodge No.7) 
Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers; Lodge No. 28, America: 
Flint-giass Workers’ Union; Saw Mill Run Coal Miners’ Association ; Window- 
oe Workers’ Association, No. 300, Knights of Labor; Iron-molders’ Union 

o. 14; Iron-molders’ Assembly, No. 1030, Knights of Labor; Bottle-blower 
Union of North America; Horse-shoers’ Union; Typographical Union No.7 
Job Printers’ Association, No. 1392, Knights of Labor; Independent Lodge o! 
Millvale, Amalgamated Association of [ron and Steel Workers; Fricudship 
Lodge, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers; Stone-cutters 
Assembly, Knights of Labor; Soho Lodge, No. 70, Amalgamated Association o/ 
Iron and Steel Workers; Sligo Iron Works Lodge, No. 8, Amalgamated Assov\a- 
tion of Iron and Steel Workers; American Flint-glass Workers’ Associatio, 
No.6; Labor Assembly No. 1719, Knights of Labor; Labor Assembly No. 2%), 
Knights of Labor; International Cigar-makers’ Union, No.170; Iron-molder- 
Union of North America, No. 243: Labor Assembly No. 5478, Knights of Labo 
Lodge No. 86, Association of Iron and Steel Workers: Brick 
layers’ Union No.2; ct Assembly No. 3, Knights of Labor, forty thous. 
members ; Lodge No, 29, Ams Association a a Worke 
Labor Assembly No. 2126, of Labor—representing a’ t seventy-c 
thocmnad seamabenn. 


it 


nia 








[During the reading of the foregoing the hammer fell. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has expired. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I understand the gentleman from Pennsylvania 1; 
indifferent about the whole of this being read; I therefore call for the 

order. 

Mr, CURTIN. It comes out of my time. 

Mr. WILLIS. Let it be read. 

Mr. CURTIN. I want the names of the signers to be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can have them printed. 

Mr. CURTIN. Very well; I ask to have it all printed. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be printed. 

The telegram is printed above. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike 
out the last word. 

I have during the progress of this bill and its consideration in the co 
mittee persistently fought it at every step. I have done so not for ti 
purpose of wasting the time of the House, not for the purpose of mahi: 
myself conspicuous as a filibuster, but for the purpose of gaininy « 
good end in a matter of important public legislation. I think we ha). 
arrived at that stage in the consideration of this bill when I feel | have 
accomplished all I expected toaccomplishorcouldhopefor. The chai! 
man of this committee having the bill in charge has agreed with i 
that when it comes up in the House for consideration he will hin 
offer amendments such as I have desired to vote upon: first to strike oi 
the tax of 10 cents a pound and insert 3; if the House refuses todo t))', 
then to strike out 10and insert 5; and if the House shall refuse to do t).', 
to follow it up by another amendment to strike out 10 and insert ~. 
And it is farther agreed with him that he will himself offer the amen'- 
ment which was submitted by the gentleman from Indiana | \!'. 
Browne}, so that the House can have an ae for a fair and 
square ay-and-no vote upon these items of bill and upon the i! 
itself. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. A yea-and-nay vote has been agreed upon. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Yes, ithas been agreed that an 0) 
and-no vote shall be taken in the House. 

Now, while I can not vote for the bill even with the amendments I 
have suggested, still I donot feel at liberty uselessly to consume further 
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the time of the House when there is so much public business to be 

I can not vote for the bill for reasons which I have here- 

tofore stated in my remarks. I regard it as vicious in every form and 

in every aspect. It violates every principle of republican government, 

and violates as well all of the fundamental principles of the Democratic 
ty, in which I believe. 

It will subject the people throughout the country to a system of es- 
pionage, to spies and informers. It will make all the housekeepers in 
this land afraid of their employés, their servants, or whoever may be 
around them. It will seriously embarrass and disturb the cattle inter- 
est of this country. It will lower the price of hogs as well as of cattle. 
And all for no good to the masses of the people. It will simply put it 
into the power of combinations of dairymen around the cities to in- 
crease the price of living, and will make it harder for the poor people, 
for the wage-workers, for the millions of consumers in this land to live. 

For these reasons, whenever this bill comes up for a vote, I propose 
to vote against it. But as I have accomplished all that I could have 
hoped to accomplish, and as the chairman of the committee has shown 
a spirit of fairness, I announce for myself I will not filibuster further 
against the bill. [Applause]. 

Mr. HATCH. I desire to say to the committee that the statement 
made by the gentleman from West Virginia is authoritative and cor- 
rect. I propose, when we get into the House, to offer for the considera- 
tion of the House, in the order named, the amendments stated in my 
request for unanimous consent a short time ago. The gentleman from 
West Virginia said I would offer them. I will offer them as stated, 
not, of course, that I will support them, and the gentleman does not 
expect that; but I will offer them in good faith in the House, giving the 
opportunity in the House for every gentleman to vote by a yea-and-nay 
vote on each of these propositions. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. That is my understanding. 

Here the committee informally rose, and Mr. RICHARDSON took the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had passed a bill (S. 2076) to extend 
to letter-carriers the advantages secured to other employé¢s of the United 
States by section 3738 of the Revised Statutes relating to the hours of 
labor; in which the concurrence of the House was requested. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment the bill (H. R. 2357) for the relief of H. H. Faulkner and 
Mary Woodlec. 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the report 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
(8. 200) to authorize the purchase of the Aqueduct Bridge, or the con- 
struction of a bridge across the Potomac River at or near Georgetown, 
D.C. 


OLEOMARGARINE. 


The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman who preceded me 
{Mr. CurTIN] has just had read an important dispatch, that contains 
information, I think, of such a character that the House should weigh 
itwell. And I, too, sir, have a couple of dispatches that will contribute 
to our information. Only a few moments ago I received one from the 
a manufacturers of New York and Brooklyn in these 
Ww 

A MemBer. Manufacturers of what ? 

Mr. TILLMAN. Of oleomargarine, of course. The dispatch says: 


New York, June 1, 1886. 
Hon. G, D, Trnum AN, 


Washington, D.C. : 
Your consistent course in defending oleomargarine has our warmest approval. 
All we desire is a right to fair competition with honest State branding laws hon- 
estly enforced. 
Tue MANUFACTURERS OF New YORK AND BROOKLYN. 

I also hold in my hand another dispatch from the Merchants’ Ex- 
change of the city of Charleston, addressed to the entire delegation from 
South Carolina, exhorting us to defeat this bill if possible. It reads: 

CHARLESTON, 8S. C., May 27, 1886, 
Hons. SAMUEL uouan, Gasman D, Trimax, D. Wyatt Arkis, W. H. Perry, 


J. J. Hempniii, G. W. Darcan, and Roverr SMALLS, House Representatives : 

The Smiiee ted by the Mesinaty Rechenee to inventiqne eo = 
portan: subject proposed dairy legislation n mgress wo respectifu 
report that have as carefully as they were able sammaibe thie 


uestion in all its 


bearings, and recommend the following action by the ex- 


efforts are now being made to secure enactment by Congress, under 
bills providing for a special tax of 10 cents per pound upon 

of oleomargarine butterine, with additional restrictions in 
the form of heavy license assessments 


dealers in these articles and the 

Plactng of their prodnction and sale charge of the Internal Revenue De- 
Whereas it has been well and clearly shown that these products are propér 
ones for food purposes, and their manufacture has proven to be a great public 
convenience, im y to an ytnee of 


cinerea operadions, thus pronsollve ofthe businens interest of 4 


if 


ber of merchants country, as well as conferring ilable 
Be it reso Merchants’ of Charleston, 8. C., That it would be 


: Therefore, 
by the rohan Bechan the proposed legislation calculated to 
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operate against the oleomargarine and butterine industries, and that, as these 
articles are manifestly proper ones to be manufactured and sold for food pur- 
poses, any special tax would be an unjustifiable discrimination against legiti- 
mate domestic industry, and should not be imposed. 

Resolved, That all imitation butter products should be sold on their merits, and 
that measures providing against their being offered for sale as ordinary butter 
should be enacted and enforced by State or | rity. 

Respectfully submitted. 


cal auth 


GEO. W. BELL, Secretary 

Mr. Chairman, itis but a pretense that this bill is to protect the pub- 
lic health. When the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAmMonpD] of- 
fered an amendment requiring hotel, restaurant, and boarding-house 
keepers to placard their dining-rooms conspicuously with the words 
**Oleomargarine is used by this hpuse,’’ it was readily adopted, but 
when he proposed another amendment, attaching a penalty for failure 
to so notify customers, it was easily voted down, showing that the ma- 
jority are insincere and care nothing for the health of those who eat 
oleomargarine, because, as the bill in its present shape is merely declar- 
atory, no public housekeeper can be punished for feeding his boarders 
én oleomargarine. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill is a discrimination against towns people and 
against laboring people. Nearly everybody in the country has a cow 
and can make natural butter for his own use and that of his family. 
But where can townsmen and laborers in cities, mines, factories, &e., 
get their butter except ata rate at which they can only taste it occa- 
sionally unless they can purchase oleomargarine or butterine at a rea- 
sonable price? This bill likewise discriminates in favor of the dairy- 
men against other agriculturists. 

Enact this bill, and it will lower the price of beef-cattle nearly $3 
per head by diminishing the market value of the oleine in the tallow, 
and in proportion, for the same reason, it will reduce the value of hogs 
and sheep. Tallow, lard, and suet were all formerly largely used for 
illuminating or lubricating purposes, both of which are now done either 
by gas, petroleum, or cotton-seed oil. As these animal fats have been 
superseded for those purposes, what valuable use can be made of them if 
they can not be worked into oleomargarine, especially as the quality 
of cotton-seed oil is so superior and its quantity so abundant that it 
has well-nigh displaced not only olive oil for the table but lard for the 
kitchen. Peanutoil which for food is even better than cotton-seed oil is 
likewise becoming very plentiful and cheap in competition with lard. 

I say to my North Carolinia friends who are advocating this bill, 
pass it and the price of peanuts will fall perhaps 50 percent. [Laugh- 
ter.] I say to my friend from Mississippi [Mr. MorGAN ], and the rep- 
resentatives from other Cotton States, pass this bill and the price of 
cotton-seed, now worth on the average perhaps 20 cents a bushel, will 
go down to 10 cents a bushel, their value for manure. Why? Mostly 
because the oleine of these two articles, together with oleine of animal 
fats, enter so largely into the manufacture of oleomargarine, which I 
insist is better than natural butter, as my colleague [ Mr. AIKEN], if 
he were here, could testify, for he has studied this question thoroughly, 
having carefully examined the factories and spent hours and days in- 
vestigating the process of making oleomargarine. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will my friend permit me to state 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will regard the formal amendment 
offered by the gentleman from West Virginia as withdrawn 

Mr. BLOUNT. I renew the amendment; and I yield my time to the 
gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I thankthegentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLounT], 
and I should like if I could get my time extended once or twice more. 
[ Laughter. } 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Chairman, I speak now for the opportunity of 
extending the gentleman’s time. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. Chairman, oleomargarine, when it is honestly 
made out of good materials, is not only as good as butter but it. is 
better. [Laughter.] Gentlemen, you laugh again because you have 
notstudied thescienceand artofits manufacture. Oleomargarineissim- 
ply made of the oleine or principal liquid ingredient of certain animal 
and vegetable fixed oils or fats. 
HATCH] charged that oleomargarine is made cut of tallow, lard, and 
suet bodily, while it is made merely out of those articles in part, as 
only the oleine which is about four-tenths of those fats is used in 
making oleomargarine, and oleine is oleine, whether derived from but- 
ter, from animal fat, or from vegetable matter. The crude materials 
are put through a hashing, washing, freezing, heating, and pressing 
process to get rid of the tallow and stearine and other solids and gums 
that are objectionable and fit only to maxe candles, soap-grease, Kc. 

The substance which gives oleomargarine the consistence, color, and 
taste of butter comes from the sweet milk in which the mixed ofeine 
is churned, and it is merely the caseine, curd, or cheesy element, and 
the margarine of the milk blended with the oleine by churning at a 
high temperature, and then freezing, to prevent crystallization. Take 
500 pounds of oleine properly extracted from oils and fats with 100 
pounds of sweet milk and 20 pounds of salt and churn them together 
and you get 620 pounds of better butter than you can make in the best 
Alderney dairy in America. [Laughter.] Why? Because, first, it 
will keep ten times as long as natural butter for the reason that it has 
an excessive supply of oleine, while it is deficient, so to speak, in cer- 
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tain acids that speedily smell badly in natural butter and cause it to | as fair to tax glucose, and thus to discriminate to that extent against 


become rancid and putrid. Another advantage that oleomargarine 
has, one by which it can be easily distinguished in warm weather, is that 
it never gets soft and sloppy as natural butter does. Oleomargarine 
will not get in that condition until the thermometer approaches 140° 
Fahrenheit. 

That is asimple rule by which to test the matter; and gentlemen 
need not shudder in horror about this thing. It is not the first instance 
where art has surpassed nature. If I were now put on the stand ina 
court of justice I would swear to the best of my knowledge and belief 
that two-thirds of all the butter that the members of this House have 
eaten in this city, or in Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Boston, or 
in other cities, for the last three or four years, but especially in this 
city, has been oleomargarine. [Great laughter.] And yet, gentlemen, 
you are still alive. 1t is only a wrong association of ideas and facts 
which makes your gorge rise. The friends of this bill have been 
challenged to name a single instance of any one dying, or even being 
made sick, from the use of oleomargarine, yet they have not even named 
one instance. Still they propose to legislate against the poor laborers 
in the cities, in the factories, in the mines, and in the workshops, and to 
deprive them of this cheap and wholesome article of food which I may 
well define as the poor man’s meat as well as butter. By the use of 
this article he can use cold baker’s bread and avoid the expense of a 
cook and fuel for perhaps half of the year. Pass this bill, and those of 
you from the cities who vote for it will hear from your constituents or 
I am mostsadly mistaken; and some of the representatives of rural dis- 
tricts will also hear it thunder in my opinion. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last word. 
Oleomargarine has struck such a solid friend in my distinguished friend 
from South Carolina that I want to give him more time. [Laughter.] 

Mr. TILLMAN. I not only thank the gentleman, but I am grate- 
ful to the House for unanimously according mea third hearing. This, 
however, is a subject about which so many gentlemen on this floor differ 
from me, and about which there are such strong and radical antagonisms 
of opinion (I say it without intending to offend anybody) simply because 
gentlemen have not inquired into the subject, that I can not hope to do 
it justice even in five minutes more, but I will attempt to present one 
or two additional points which I think ought to have some weight. 

The derivation of the word ‘‘ margarine’’ throws some light on the 
manufacture of artificial butter. It comes from the Greek and means 
**pearl,’’ because it crystallizes in pearly scales and is the substance 
which imparts the color as well as the firm consistence of natural but- 
ter. Mégé, who invented oleomargarine, while pursuing his efforts to 
manufacture a palatable substitute for butter was led to believe that 
the only difference between butter and beef fat was that the latter con- 
tained an excess of Stearine which is the chief constituent of butter. 
By extracting the oleine of tallow and other fats and churning it in 
milk he proved his theory to be correct. So that the component ele- 
ments of natural and artificial butter are the same, except that they 
are mixed in better proportion in the artificial than in the natural 
product. 

Mr. Chairman, that some of the materials used in the manufacture 
of oleomargarine are not as fresh and pure as they ought to be no one will 
deny, and that the processes of separating or blending those materia)s 
are not always as well performed as they ought to be nobody can gain- 
say, but the same is true of natural butter. The milk from which it 
is made is frequently very poor, filthy, or diseased, and we know that 
millions of gallonsof water and thousands of tons of mutton suet have 
been employed to adulterate butter. 

The shocking stories we hear about the fat of dead horses, cattle, 
and other animals being converted into oleomargarine are mere inven- 
tions of the imagination. The manufacturer of oleomargarine has a 
reputation or good-will to preserve as well as the dairyman, and the 
maker of the former article must keep on his good behavior and exer- 
cise his best skill to perfect his product to command the highest price 
for it. So that there is quite as much necessity to protect the public 
against adulterated butter as — adulterated oleomargarine. 

Mr. Chairman, the princi yjection to oleomargarine is that it makes 
natural butter cheap, and that therefore it should be taxed out of exist- 
ence. Sir, everythingischeapnowexceptgold. Beefisdown in price, as 
well as milch cows; so is pork, mutton, cotton, corn, wheat, and even un- 
coined silver. AsIsaid theother day, the discovery of aGerman chemist 
a few years ago, that glucose sugar and sirup could be extracted from 
Indian corn, by the simple process of boiling itin diluted sulphuric acid 
has made sugar cheaper than it has been in the history of the world. 
Everybody knows that glucose sugar and glucose sirup contain only 
about 40 per cent. as much saccharine matter as an equal quantity of 
cane sugar and sirup, yet it gives satisfaction. body is pleased 
with it, except that maple-sugar ucers and producers 
try to make us believe that some of the sulphuric acid is in it and 
causes disease, just as these dairymen are trying to make out that oleo- 
margarine is causing sickness and I say that 
with these exceptions everybody is pleased to a aee 
nobody proposes to tax glucose; still it would be just as wise just 


the producer of Indian corn in the West, as it is to tax oleomargarine 

After many years’ trial oleomargarine has approved itself a chea, 
and excellent food. There is hardlya doubt that twice as much of j; . 
consumed in the cities as of natural butter, and there is a much yr 
quantity of it exported from this country than there is of butte. 

Im a tax of 10 or even 8 cents a pound on oleomargarine and 
there shall soon be but little or no oleomargarine to tax, either by re. 
son of a mighty industry having been stricken down by the stronz arm 
of the law at the bidding of a rival interest, or by every public dairy 
having a creamery and an oleomargarine factory working in concert. 
and the whole product will go out for sale as butter, but it will be halt 
one, half the other, and all of neither. I predict that althouch this 
bill if it become a law may decree the destruction of the manufacture 
of oleomargarine by a prohibitory tax, yet the decree can never be ear- 
ried into effect, nor will the city people do without oleomargarine, be- 
cause they can not and will not. So we may expect fearful times in 
the near future if the Internal Revenue Bureau shall attempt to enforce 
such a law. 

I have not time to do more than merely glance at the revenue feat- 
ure of the bill. Eight centsa pound tax if it can be collected wil! bring 
into the Treasury $16,000,000 according to the lowestestimate. What 
use have we for the money? There is already a large surplus in the 
Treasury, and to increase the surplus is to stimulate farther extraya- 
gance and corruption than now prevail. 

But the most odious provision of the bill is the extension of the infa- 
mous excise system, which offers a premium for spies, informers, and 
petty tyrants to worry, rob, and oppress the people. [Great applause. } 

{Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I rise for the purpose of protesting 
against the use which is made here of the names of organizations of 
Knights of Labor and other associations of laboring men with the view 
of influencing the vote upon this bill. I affirm that such use is without 
proper justification. Why, sir, we have had presented here petitions 
claiming to represent the sentiments of seventy thousand laboring men. 
By whom are these petitionssigned? They are signed, as I understand, 
by the heads of the orders, the officers; they are signed by a few men 
who can be easily reached, easily worked upon, easily induced to act 
in this matter; and petitions gotten up in this way are brouglit here 
and heralded over the country as an expression of the views of seventy 
thousand workingmen. 

A Member. Who gets them up? 

Mr. PARKER. We can readily understand how they are golicn up. 
They are gotten up by such men as those who have been sent liere, it 
we are co y informed, within forty-eight hours, to put in their 
work where it will do most good. 

Mr. Chairman, we have no evidence that any reasonable number 0! 
workingmen any where have personally signed these petitions; these men 
are not directly consulted in any manner, but certain leading men un- 
dertake to speak for them. 

Sir, we had before a special committee of this House a petition pur- 
porting to represent the views of seventy thousand Knights of [Labor 
in favor of the Bland dollar, of making it the currency of the country. 
But, sir, it is now a matter of public notoriety, for it has been reported 
in the public press, that the general secretary of the order, Mr. Turner, 
being examined upon the subject, testified that the order as an order 
was not exerting a political influence upon the question; that if any 
assembly had acted on the subject, it acted merely for itself. On tracing 
the matter further, it was evident that upon these petitions appeared 
merely the names of different local organizations, those names having 
been put upon the papers by officers or small numbers of men who are 
assumed to represent the great mass of the laboring men. 

And, sir, only a day or two ago Mr. Powderly, seeing the use attempted 
to be made of the organization of which he is the honorable head, act- 
ing upon his own judgment, as I believe, without being called upon by 
any one, repudiated in a manly way ihis improper use of the name o! 
the order. E 

We see in the public press another illustration of the manner in which 


ater 


these things are gotten up. In the Evening Star of this city recently 
appeared a telegram from Cleveland, Ohio, dated May 28, stating that— 


Messrs. Edwin C. Dodge and George M. Sterne, of Chicago, are in the city ‘ry- 
ing to induce the Knights of Labor to take some favorable action on the ole*mar- 
garine and now pending in Congress. 

Sir, these men are known to be the agents of Armour & Co., repre- 
senting undoubtedly the imitation-butter manufacturers of the country, 
those men who, according to a careful computation, are now making 
from $24,000,000 to $34,000,000 annually off of the consumers of the 
country ; and while carrying this amount of money to their safety vaults 
they turn round and pretend to be groaning and weeping for the poor 
laboring men. While appropriating to themselves from 000,000 to 
$34,000,000 a year, they stand before the country claiming that they 
are concerned for the welfare of the poor laboring men whose name 
they belie and whose intelligence, by putting these petitions upon them, 


nF] imas been axid bere that our action upon this legislation may affect 
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the membership of the next House, and may involve the success or 
failure of some gentlemen in their aspirations for re-election, and the 
jast speaker (Mr. TILLMAN] has repeated the suggestion. Sir, I sub- 
mit that such motives should not influence members in their action 
here; but I will say that there are men here to-day opposing this bill 
who within ninety days will be making adiligent ‘‘tin-peddler’’ canvass 
through their districts, going from house to house, seeking to appease 
the anger of the blessed old women of their districts (incensed by this 
unreasonable opposition to honest dairy products), and begging to be 
allowed t» come back here and attempt to regain a popularity which 
at home they have properly lost. [ Applause. ] 
Here the hammer fell. } : 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, I rise simply for 
the purpose of having read an act passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Pennsylvania on the 2ist of May, 1885. I desire this act read, be- 
cause, my State having protected itself by passing a law on this sub- 
ject, I design voting against this bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

An act for the protection of the public health, and to prevent adulteration of 
i dairy products and fraud in the sale thereof. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, &c., That no person, firm, or corporate body shall manu- 
facture out of any oleaginous substance, or any compound of the same, other 
than that produced from unadulterated milk or of cream from the same, any ar- 
ticle designed to take the place of butter or cheese produced from pure unadul- 
terated milk or cream from the same, or of any imitation or adulterated butter 
or cheese, nor shall sell or offer for sale,or have in his, her, or their possession 
with intent to sell the same as an article of food. 

Sec. 2. Every sale of such article or substance which is prohibited by the first 
section of this act, made after this act shall take effect, is hereby declared to be 
unlawful and void, and no action shall be majntained in any of the courts of 
this State to recover upon any contract for the sale of any such article or sub- 


Sec. 3, E person, company, firm, or corporate body, who shall manufact- 
ure, sell, or offer or expose for sale, or have in his, her, or their possession, with 
intent to sell. any substance, the manufacture and sale of which is prohibited 
by the first section of this act shall for every such offense forfeit and pay the 
sum of $100, which shall be recoverable with costs by any person suing in the 
name of the Commonwealth as debts of like amount are by law recoverable, 
one-half of which sum when so recovered shall be paid to the proper county 
treasurer for the use of the county in which suit is brought,and the other half 
to the m or persons at whose instance such a suit shall or may be com- 
menced and prosecuted to reeovery. 

Sec. 4. Every person who violates the provisions of the first section of this 
act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be 

ished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than three 
Rundred, or by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than ten nor more 
than thirty days, or both such fine and imprisonment for the first offense, and 
by imprisonment for one year for every cubecquens offense. 

Sxc.5. It shall be the duty of the constables of the several cities, boroughs, 
wards, and townships of this Commonwealth to make quarterly reports under 
oath to the courts of quarter sessions, of ali violations of any of the provisions 
of this act which may come or be brought to their notice, and it shall be the 


duty of the into of the said courts to see that the said returns are made regu- 
larly and faithfully. 


Sec, 6, This act shall take effect on the Ist day of July, 1885. 


Sec.7. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
hereby 


repealed. 
Approved May 21, 1885. 


Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania. I wish tostate, Mr. Chairman, that 
that act has been carried out to the letter in several of the counties ad- 
joining the city of Philadelphia, and that farther west there have been 
suits and prosecutions against those engaged in the sale of this article 
or in its manufacture. In other words, the law which was read by the 
Clerk has thus far been strictly carried out. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will regard all formal amendments as 
having been withdrawn. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Mississippi. Mr. Chairman, I had hoped it would 
not be necessary for me to speak again on this bill, but I can not permit 
the assertion of the distinguished gentleman from South Carolina [ Mr. 
TILLMAN], that oleomargarine is better and more wholesome food than 
the best butter produced in any Jersey or Alderny dairy in the country, 
to pass without dissenting therefrom and expressing some opinion as to 
histaste. [Laughter.] He insists that this is one of the many instances 
in which art has triumphed over nature. I grant there are some in- 
stances in which art seems to have decidedly.the advantage as shown 
by a look into the window of Bell’s gallery, where the photographs of 
the gentleman and myself are exhibited. [Renewed laughter. } 

Mr. TILLMAN. Yoars is there, but not mine. 


_ Mr. ALLEN, of Mississi But, Mr. Chairman, I deny that this 
is true of any likeness or imitation of good butter. I know, sir, that 


what is good is often a matter of taste; that taste sometimes depends 
on how a person is raised. For my part, I think it must be a vitiated 
taste that would prefer oleomargarine to genuine, good butter. People, 
you know, ym eat almost anything, and they often persuade themselves 
that what i$ cheap is wholesome. I remember, sir, an incident that 
occurred in my town about two years ago that illustrates this. A col- 
ored friend of mine, Dave Creighton, walked into a store iu my town, 
and after passing the usual compliments with the merchant asked him, 
How is politicsnow?’’ The merchant replied that politics were quiet, 
when Dave said: ‘‘I hear de Demicrats is nominated Mr. John Allen 
for time.” ‘‘ Yes,” said the merchant. ‘‘ Weil,’ said Dave, 
‘dey is sho’ 
ing to 


a good man dis time, and it won’t take no ballot-box staff- 
needer.’’ ‘‘Thecullored men will vote forhim.’’ Just 
then Dave, being hungry, noticed some small boxes of axle-greese put up 





in boxes round like cheese, and he said, ‘‘ Boss, how you sells dem little 
cheeses.’? The merchant priced them at 10 cents. ‘*Throw in the 
crackers,’’ said the darkey. The merchant said yes, and a bargain was 
struck, and the darkey went out in front of the store and sat down on 
a goods box, took out his knife and his crackers, opened his,box, and 
fixed for a good time. He did not seem to like the looks of his cheese 
at first, but he had paid for it and he had it to eat, and with kis knife 
he put it on his crackers and ate till it was all gone, and then scraped 
the box out with his knife, wiped it on his cracker, and put it in his 
mouth. When the merchant, who had watched the proceeding, asked 
him how he liked his cheese, Dave said, ‘‘ Well, sir, the crackers was 
mighty good and de cheese was cheap enough, and I speck it is mighty 
wholesome, but fo’ God, boss, dat was de ransomest cheeseI ever is eat 
yet.’? [Prolonged laughter and applause. ] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have no doubt but that if a proposition were 
pending here to prevent the sale of axle-grease for cheese the gentleman 
from South Carolina would deliver us a scientific lecture, and try to 
persuade us it was much better and more wholesome than cheese, and 
that if would be a great outrage on the laboring man to suppress the 
fraud. [Applause. } 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I move to strike out the last two words. I 
was unable to be here, Mr. Chairman, during Saturday’ssession. 1 was 
informed that the Indian bill would be considered on that day. The 
30th of May is memorial day, and I was called to Ohio on that day to 
bear testimony on the occasion of the decoration of oursoldiers’ graves. 
On that day it was my good fortune to meet a great many farmers, a 
great many mechanics, a great many merchants who have to deal with 
oleomargarine in one way or another. I found the action of the House 
on the bill now under consideration was being carefully noted. I was 
at some pains to ascertain as far as I could the views entertained on the 
provisions of the bill. I shall refer to my interviews in a moment. 

I learn that on Saturday the friends of this bill who favor the high 
rate of tax fixed in section 8, after four days’ earnest discussion, dis- 
covered, instead of a high tax suggesting the extermination of the 
manufacture of oleomargarine, that under the provisions of this bill 
that industry is not liable to be taxed atall. I understand that is the 
construction which is now given it by my honorable friend from New 
York. I wish to say to the House that nobody discovered until after 
four days’ diseussion that under the provisions of this bill it was pos- 
sible for oleomargarine to escape taxation. I certainly did not hear 
such intimation. The point of the excessive rate was distinctly dis- 
cussed pro and con, and the idea that the article would not be taxed at 
all under the peculiar phraseology of section 2 was not mentioned. 

Mr. STRUBLE. You are mistaken. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Possibly I am mistaken as to the point 
having been made, but I am sure I did not hear any such line of argu- 
ment touching the operation of section 2 as was urged on Saturday. 
I am inclined to the opinion that it was only when after discussion 
gentlemen discovered it was not safe and defensible to inaugurate a new 
system of protection in this country—a system which destroys do- 
mestic as well as foreign competition by crushing one of the competi- 
tors by burdensome taxation, and when the unsafe ground upon which 
gentlemen stood became manifest and the dangerous innovation upon 
the well-considered and long-established system of protection which 
has obtained in this country became apparent, this new and revised 
construction was given to the bill. 

I wish to say to the House, not that some gentlemen may not have 
entertained and expressed the view of the bill now insisted upon, but 
that I did not hear anything in all the discussion that indicated to my 
mind that any gentleman who favored the high tax either thought or 
desired that a single pound of oleomargarine, however and wherever 
manufactured, could or should escape a tax of 10centsapound. Cer- 
tainly the debate proceeded on that understand%®g; and on reading the 
bill again I am unable to see anything in the language that would per- 
mit a pound to escape payment of the tax, and that without reference 
to the merit or demerit of the article. And it is the fact that the tax 
as fixed by the eighth section wages a war of extermination against the 
industry that compels me to protest. I favor a tax to regulate, not a 
tax to exterminate, regardless of the merits of the article mannfact- 
ured. 

As intimated a moment since, I had occasion within the last three 
days to talk with a great many farmers and others on this subject. 1 
addressed a large assemblageofpeopleonSunday. loth before and afte: 
the meeting I talked with a great many of them about this matter—— 

A MEMBER. On Sunday! 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Yes,onSunday. I talked with a number of 
gentlemen, farmers and others, and not one of them, not one, pretended 
that the farmers’ interests demanded anything at the hands of Congress 
except that these two industries should be separated and that butter 
should have a fair field unvexed by fraudulent competition. Nothing 
more was demanded and nothing less ought to be granted. 

And, more than that, I will say to gentlemen and to the country, for 
the people understand perfectly the object and purport of this bill, that 
at 10 cents a pound, if this industry could continue to flourish as it does 
now when untaxed, it would yield to the Government eighteen or twenty 
millions of dollars annually, and the people—that is, the consumers of 
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the country—will not agree that four or five millions of people who are 
the consumers and who purchase all they eat shall be compelled to pay 
that eighteen or twenty millions of dollars for the privilege of eating 
any particular article of domestic manufacture simply to protect a com- 
peting industry, both being domestic industries. They will not con- 
sent that this Congress shall increase the cost of an article of food that 
is used on every man’s table 50 per cent. merely to aid a kindred and 
competing domestic enterprise. 

In protecting against foreign competition there is manifest and pal- 
pable compensation to the producers and consumers of the country, but 
the protection which this bill proposes to this home industry by im- 
posing a high tax on oleomargarine is nothing more nor less than compel- 
ling one class of our citizens who are consumers to pay so many dollars 
directly over into the pockets of another class who are producers, and 
that without any shade or trace of compensation as in the case of im- 
port duty on articles of foreign prodaction. 

Now, it has been said, Mr. Chairman, that my position in regard to 
this bill has not been understood. To gentlemen who say they can 
not understand my position on this bill, I wish to remark, in the lan- 
guage of the Roman maxim, “‘ against stupidity the gods themselves are 
powerless.’’ I have stated it fully heretofore and restate it now, that 
these industries should be torn apart and each compelled to stand be- 
fore the country upon its own intrinsic merits; and I think it has been 
made plain. Certainly the honorable gentleman in charge of the bill 
admits that a merely nominal tax is enough for that—that is, to pay the 
cost of enforcing the law—the result of which would be the complete 
separation of the industries. 

But if it can not be otherwise done, if we are still to eat we know 
not what, and it was impossible otherwise to accomplish the result, I 
would levy the tax as high as might be found necessary and would go 
as far asany one in that direction. My point is—and I restate it again 
and again so I may not be misrepresented nor misunderstood—to let 
every man who manufactures oleomargarine for sale and sells it put it 
upon the market, to be accepted or rejected on its own intrinsic merits 
and upon that exclusively, and to that end and for that purpose this 
bill has my support, but beyond that I will not go; for I am well as- 
sured that on no other theory or basis can we defend the interference 
with this domestic industry through the taxing power. No other inci- 
dental protection to the dairy industry can be successfully defended 
before the country. 

The amendments proposed and promptly voted down by the cham- 
pions of the high tax would seem to settle the question as to whether 
the tax is to destroy. Clearly that is the intention; it would be the in- 
evitable result. And, sir, that proposition as embodied in the bill is 
without a precedent in the history of legislation in this country. I 
defy my friend from New York or any other gentleman here upon this 
floor to cite a precedent which can be produced for driving one domestic 
industry entirely from the field of competition, out of existence alto- 
gether, by overtaxation in order to bolster up and make more prosperous 
another competing domestic industry. You might just as well and on 
the same principle crush the manufacture of Bessemer steel because it 
competes with wrought iron. 

Mr. LONG. Do you agree with the gentleman from Michigan in his 
interpretation of the legal effect of the bill? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I do not know what it is. 

Mr. LONG. You have just stated it. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. No; I donot. Clearly this bill taxes all 
oleomargarine, and, as I have stated, it was so understood for the first 
few days of the debate. I met no man in the marts of the country that 
believed otherwise, and so far as I observed every speaker who ad- 
dressed the House upon it for the first few days took that ground. 

That was the whole tenor of the discussion, and was the accepted 
interpretation so far as my information goes. Gentlemen may have 
held different views, but I did not hear them expressed; and for my- 
self I will vote for no measure which _ these industries of the coun- 
try in any other position than each fairly and squarely upon its own 
basis, each one for itself. I shall never vote for a measure that com- 
pels my constituents to pay 10cents per pound for a substitute for but- 
ter, if they want to buy it knowing what itis, as a mere bounty to those 
who produce butter. 

It is a principle that I can never sustain by any voteof mine. Itis 
anti-American, it is undemocratic and blican, and can not be 
justified on any principle whatever consistent with what is known and 
recognized as the protective or tariff system of the country. I need 
hardly say to my Republican friends that our protective system must 
be maintained, if at all, as a system. And that system requires all 
our domestic industries to stand together, each finding its strength 
and prosperity in the unity, strength, and prosperity of all. It in no 
wise deals with the competition which springs up between domestic in- 
dustries, except possibly for the avowed purpose of this bill, which looks 
merely to the prevention and punishment of fraudulent competition, 
which is accomplished as an incident to raising revenue. “Those who 
cry out that the farmer is in no wise protected under our system have 
not studied the question. Our system is his source of prosperity. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FARQUHAR rose. 


Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I move that the tenth section of {}, 
bili, which has been read and no amendment offered, be allow: to 
stand. 

The CHAIRMAN. That will not require a motion, and if ther. },. 
no amendment to the section then the Clerk will read the next section 
‘The tenth section as read will stand, unless stricken out by a vote 
the committee. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I desire, Mr. Chairman, to renew the motioy of 
the gentleman from Ohio, and rose for that purpose, understanding (}),; 
the Chair had promised to recognize me. 

Mr. HATCH. I move that the committee do now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York is making  ;.- 
quest, as the Chair understands. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I simply wish to renew the motion of the gey)- 
tleman from Ohio. If I can have only one or two minutes’ explanation 
in regard to the remarks of the gentleman from New York—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will submit the request of the gent\c- 
man from New York to the committee as soon as order is restored upon 
the floor. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. My request was simply to be permitted to make 
a few remarks by consent of the committee in reply to the gentleman 
from New York, who I think has not taken the right view in respect to 
the papers presented and read by the gentleman from Pennsylvania { Mr. 
CurtTIN]. I wish to explain the means of bringing such papers before 
this body. 

Mr. HATCH. If I can get unanimous consent of the committee that 
all debate upon this section may be closed in five minutes, I haye no 
objection. - : 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Missouri, that the debate on this section shall be closed in 
five minutes, that time to be yielded to the gentleman from New York’ 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Mr. Chairman, I am verysorry that my colleague 
from the State of New York should try to break the force of this peti- 
tion or memorial presented in the shape of resolutions by the working- 
men of Pittsburgh through the gentleman from Pennsylvania | Mr. Cur- 
TIN]. They are presented in the proper fornr by organized assemblies, 

ially by the trades assemblies of that city. I wish to state to the 
committee that when he says they had no authority more than as any 
three, or five, or ten, or fifteen men he is entirely mistaken in the scope 
of the authority of an organized trades assembly. 

The assemblies are composed of delegates from every trades associa- 
tion in their districts. ‘They may have fifteen or forty or sixty mem- 
bers. These members come there with delegated authority from their 
own trades unions, from their own local assemblies, and they are given 
power as delegates to meet all current questions. When they have dis- 
cussed these questions, as they do in these assemblies—and I am sorry 
to say, Mr. Chairman, it has been the custom the last four or five years, 
on account of the long hours of labor, to drive these assemblies into 
Sunday, and they are held Sundays—after proper discussion the de!c- 
gates have the power in their hands to give voice to the sentiments of 
every assembly that they ‘represent. ; 

Mr. PARKER. Will the gentleman permit me a question ? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PARKER. I ask the gentleman if he has any knowledge or in- 
formation that the assemblies where the men meet themselves gave 
authority to the superior assembly to address Congress upon oleomaryg:- 
rine? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I tell the gentleman from New York that no 
officer of a trades assembly in America would dare send forth to this 
House of ives an expression of opinion from his assembly, 
whether a trades union or whether Knights of Labor, that was a false- 
hood. I have never known a case in the history of any assembly where 
they have taken upon themselves to formulate opinions that were not 
held in common by the whole brotherhood that were in. the assem!)|y. 

Mr. PARKER. Again I ask the gentleman to answer my question. 
It is: Whether he has any knowledge or information that the superior 
assembly communicating with had authority from any interior 
lodge to address Congress on the subject of oleomargarine ? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. [have just informed the gentleman and the com- 
mittee that I affirm on this floor that they had all the authority; an’ 
if they eee thousand men, they voiced the sentiments «1 
seventy men; and until that authority is revoked in the lower 
assemblies the expression of the superior assembly stands as the voice 
of these w of Pi : 

A Memser. Is the assembly entitled to speak the opinions of tlic 


worki ? 
UHAR. It isclothed with full power to speak their opin- 


of 


Mr. 
Mr. CUTCHEON. Can thegentleman from New York state that this 
lS question now under debate, the taxing of oleomargarine, 143 
submitted to or voted upon by every individual assembly repre- 


sented in the assembly ? 
Mr. FARQUHAR. from Michigan hasas much know!- 
on that question as I have. I have no right to go back on this 


document, nor has the gentleman from New York. 
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Mr. CUTCHEON. Then you mean this is simply within their gen- | I can say will make it any plainer. The provision of the section is 


al scope and power ? 

“Me FARQUHAR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Do you believe that on this question the officers of 
this association represent the sentiments of the men in the primary as- 
semblies? 

; Mr. FARQUHAR. I did not say it was the officers who expressed 
these views. officers signed the papers merely. They are voted 
upon by the delegates, and the voice of the delegates the officers must 
express in the paper which they sign. 

Mr. NEGLEY. I have here the minutes with the seal of the asso- 
ciation and the signatures of the officers. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I will ask the gentleman from New York is it 
not a fact within his own knowledge that petitions have been repeat- 
edly received here purporting to come from Knights of Labor favoring 
or opposing certain legislation which when they have had their atten- 
tion called to the real merits of the legislation they have withdrawn? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. The gentleman asks if I know that of my own 
knowledge. I answer, no. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Then I inform the gentleman that has been re- 
peatedly the fact during this session. 

Mr. MILLS. This communication speaks by its seal. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I ask the gentleman do the Knights of Labor con- 
template as a body in their corporate capacity attempting to influence 
legislation upon a fraud in food products of this kind? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I will say to the gentleman this is not from the 
Knights of Labor at all. This is from the trades assembly of Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Do you believe it represents the sentiments of that 
association ? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. That is a matter of opinion. I think that just 
now petitions and remonstrances of this character are somewhat pre- 
mature. And why doI say that? Because the effectof the operation 
of this bill has not yet been felt. But they attempt to ward the stroke. 
Let butter go “P 5, 8, or 10 cents a pound within six months and your 
petition-box will not be large enough to hold the remonstrances that 
will be coming in against this legislation. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I-believe every laboring man would be willing to 
have butter high-priced rather than to have these unwholesome imita- 
tions of butter in the market. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. All I desired when I took the floor was merely 
to break the force of the argument against this remonstrance—an argu- 
ment which has no point when that remonstrance bears the seal of the 
association and is signed by its officers. 

Mr. PARKER. And the gentleman has stated no fact that breaks 
the force of that argument. 

The Clerk read section 11, as follows: 

Szc. 11. That rson who 01 iv - 
garive which tne weet uated cs cmnoet acoeed ns cs. shall be liable 
toapenalty of $50 for each such offense. 


Mr. WHEELER. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


ie That no person who was rted by the tenth census as unable to 
read shall be fined or imprisoned for violating the provisions of sections 6, 11, 12, 
or oe one a the —- of the bill now pending in 


Mr. HATCH. Imake the point of order that that amendment has 
been already acted upon. 

Mr. WH It was ruled out when offered to the sixth section. 
I now offer it to the eleventh. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I make the further point of order against the 
amendment that it alludes to the twelfth and thirteenth sections and 
is not in order till those sections are read. 

Mr. Chairman, without regard to the merits of the proposition—— 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Chairman, I withdraw the amendment, and 
will introduce it at the end of the thirteenth section. 

_Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I move to insert in the first line of sec- 
tion 11, after the word ‘‘who,’’ the word ‘‘ knowingly;’’ so that it 
= ee that every person who knowingly purchases or receives for 
sale, 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman, have we passed the tenth section? 

The CHAIRMAN. The tenth section is passed. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I had some amendments that I wanted to offer to 
that section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The section is now passed, and the gentleman 
can not return to it except by unanimous consent. 

The amendment offered by Mr. HATCH was agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. I would like to have the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Hatcr] in charge of this bill explain exactly what 
this eleventh section means. It says that ‘‘every person who know- 
ingly purchases or receives for sale any oleomargarine,’’ &c. I wish to 
know if that means that the wholesale dealer who buys this article of 
the manufacturer and keeps it for sale is the one who is to be fined, or 
does the section include every person who goes to the retail dealer and 


a of it? 
"Eee The section is so plain that I do not think anything 





that ‘‘every person who knowingly purchases or receives for sale any 
oleomargarine, which has not been branded according to law shall be 
liable to a penalty of $50 for each such offense.’’ 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then the workingman who goes toa retail dealer 
and purchases a pound of this article, perhaps under the name of ‘‘ but- 
ter,’’ is not subject to the fine. 

Mr. HATCH. That is not covered by the eleventh section 
That section applies only to those who purchase or receive the 
for sale again. 

Mr. DUNHAM. People who buy it or receive it for the p 
selling it to somebody else? 

Mr. HATCH. Yes. 


at all. 
article 


irpose of 


Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, I suppose the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. HatcH] desires to have the word ‘‘ knowingly ’’ qualify 
the branding. Of course, if I purchase anything I knowingly purchase 
it, and if I receive anything for sale I knowingly receive it for sale; but 


the point the gentleman wishes to make, I suppose, is, that the man 
who shall purchase or receive oleomargarine for sale knowing that the 
same has not been properly branded shall be subject to the penalty. 


Mr. HATCH. That is unquestionably the purpose of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the eleventh 
section. I doso because I think that we go to the very verge of pro- 


priety by the other sections of the bill, even if this be left out. I sup 
pose there are few men here who have not seen something of the troubles 
and hardships that have arisen in the administration of our internal- 


revenue laws relative to the sale of spirits. The effect has been to drag 
citizens to attend courts at points far distant from their homes, irre- 
spective of the season of the year, of their home obligations, of the con- 


dition of their crops, or of the condition of their families or their purses. 
There is no time when Federal courts having cognizance of such cases 
are in session that you can not see these unfortunates hanging around 
the court-rooms, and there are instances where parties have taken a 
single barrel of whisky, started out through the country, and sold it by 
the gill, the pint, or the quart, as they found people to buy it, and 
then those who were with them in the transaction have gone around 
and arrested every man who had bought it and dragged him off before 
a Federal court. 

Itis bad enough to have such things done in the whisky traffic, but 
I say to this House that no man can foresee the extent of the hardships 
that will follow from turning your deputy marshals louse to pry into 
the homes of the people and into their pantries ; to smell around try- 
ing to discover the odorand the ageof their butter. Ithink this section 
should by struck out, leaving the provision that he who first makes the 
article and first puts it upon sale in violation of law shall be the guilty 
party and shall bear the penalty. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. MCMILLIN; and it was 
rejected—ayes 43, noes 90. 

Mr. O'HARA. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point being made that no quorum has voted, 
the Chair appoints the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. Price] and the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatcu] to act as tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 59, 
noes 106. 

So the motion of Mr. McMILLIN to strike out the section was re- 


jected. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to amend by striking out the word ‘‘fifty,”’ 
in the third line of this section, and inserting the word “‘ ten.’’ 

Mr. HATCH. I make the point of order that this amendment is not 


in order. 
Mr. DUNHAM. Why not? 
Mr. HATCH. Because the Committee of the Whole has just refused 


to strike out the section. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I accept the gentleman’s suggestion, and withdraw 
my motion. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. I move to amend by inserting after the word 
** purchases,’’ in the first line of the section, the words ‘‘ for resale.”’ 

Mr. HISCOCK. I make the pointof order that no amendment to 
this section is now in order, the Committee of the Whole having just 
rejected a motion to strike out the section. 

The CHAIRMAN. According to the ordinary parliamentary rule, 
the point made by the gentleman from New York | Mr. Hiscock } would 
be correct; but the attention of the Chair has been directed to a special 
rule of the House which changes on this subject the ordinary parlia- 
mentary rule. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. My amendment is to insert after the word “‘ pur- 
chases’? the words “‘for resale;’’ so that the section will read: 

That any person who purchases for resale or receives for sale any oleomar- 
garine, 

I will state my reason for offering this amendment. The question 
has been asked whetier by this section as it now stands a poor man 
purchasing a single pound of oleomargarine, not for sale but for his own 
use, will be liable to the penalty prescribed in the section. The man 
who purchases for the purpose of selling again—— 

Mr. HATCH. Will the gentleman listen to me one moment ? 
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Mr. PETTIBONE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HATCH. So far as I am concerned, I see no objection to the 
gentleman’s amendment. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Iam glad to hear the gentleman is willing to 
assent toit. It simply removes an ambiguity; thatisall. I hope we 
may have a vote upon it. What we desire to accomplish by this sce- 
tion is to prohibit the buying of oleomargarine to be resold as honest 
butter. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. The proper construction of the lan- 
guage as it now stands in the section is that ‘‘ every person who pur- 
chases for sale or receives for sale,’’ &c. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. I wish to avoid the ambiguity of the present lan- 
guage. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. What is the difference between the 
language of the section and the gentleman’s amendment ? 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Under the language of the section as it now 
stands a man who has bought one pound or ten pounds of oleomargarine 
for home consumption may possibly be arraigned for having purchased 
it, though he did not buy for the purpose of selling again. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. ‘The language is ‘‘ purchases or receives for sale.’’ 

Mr. PETTIBONE. Possibly the ambiguity might be removed by 
the insertion of a comma; but if the words *‘ for resale ’’ be inserted 
after the word ‘‘ purchases’? there can be no possible doubt as to the 
meaning. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. PETrrBone, it 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. If amendments are in order, I move to amend by 
striking out ‘'50,’’ in line 3 of this section, and inserting ‘‘10;’’ so as 
to make the language read ‘‘shall be liable to a penalty of $10 for each 
such offense.’’ It seems to me improbable that any.person would be 
guilty of this offense, and ifit should be committed $10 fine is enough. 
It is unnecessary that $50 should be collected and put into the Treas- 
ury. [Cries of ‘Vote!’ ‘‘Vote!’’] 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, so much has been said upon the bill 
under consideration, and so little left to say, that I shall not occupy 
the time of the committee very long in what I have to present. I am 
aware that it will be next toan impossibility to offer anything new on 
the question. 

‘The great State of Pennsylvania, which I have the honor in part to 
represent, is largely interested in this bill, notwithstanding we liave 
a State law. Nearly if not quite 80,000,000 pounds of butter are pro- 
duced annually within her borders, and the district which I individ- 
ually represent is especially noted for its fine quality of butter; but 
my people are largely interested in both agriculture and manufactures; 
they regard their interests as mutual, and I am sure there is no desire 
on the part of either one to take advantage of the other. 

During the commercial and financial depression of the last decade we 
have not been inflicted, like many other sections, with riots and strikes, 
but all have quietly and peaceably borne their share of the depression 
in the hope that the lawmakers of the country would find some way 
or would enact some legislation that would stimulate and promote the 
growth and prosperity of the country. My people are firm believers 
in the system of protection to American industry. They believe in 
protection to the farmer as well as to the manufacturer, knowing that 
whatever benefits theone must benefit the other. If themanufacturer 
receives a fair price for his commodities he can afford to pay his skilled 
workmen remunerative wages, and they in turn, together with the 
manufacturer, can pay the farmer fair prices for his productions. But 
neither the manufacturer nor the workingman is willing to be cheated 
and defrauded by a counterfeit product, for which he to pay the 
price of the genuine article. . 

In many instances the workingman is more particular as to what he 
eats than the epicure, and I venture to say, if he has his choice be- 
tween oleomargarine and pute butter, that ninety-nine times out of 
one hundred he would take the butter; tosay that oleomargarine is the 
poor man’s food is a dishonest and false assertion. If it is to be man- 
ufactured and sold for the benefit of the poor man alone, I venture to 
say it would have a poor market. Who do they mean when they speak 
of the poor man? There is not one in a thousand so poor but what he 
can afford to buy genuine butter instead of oleomargarine, especially 
when the connterfeit is sold to him for the genuine. Oleomargarine is 
manufactured for a very much larger market than the poor man can 
afford. It is manufactured for the manufacturer, the mechanic, for all 
classes of wage-workers, the professor in the arts and sciences, for the 
high as well as the low, and for the rich as well as the poor. Nearly 
sixty millions of people are included in this number; they compose 
the market. 

But how much, may I ask, of these obnoxious compounds known as 
oleomargarine and butterine would all these consume if they 
were sold for what they really are? Instead of 200,000,000 pounds, 
which is said to be the product of the last year, I venture to assert that 
not one million pounds would be manufactured, unless it is found to 
be superior to lard and tallow for cooking which of course it 
can not be. If my predictions are true, those gentlemen on this 
floor who have grave fears of a surplus revenue nced by taxing it 
may rest in peace; even 10 cents per pound would not more than pay 
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necessary expenses in enforcing the law. But we are confronted wit}, 
the charge that we propose to tax one industry out of existence for the 
benefit of another. Ido not so understand it. The chairman of }.. 
Committee on Agriculture has clearly and fully explained the prov is. 
ions of the bill as given in the second section, as follows: 

Src. 2. That for the purposes of this act certain manufactured substan 


tain extracts, and certain mixtures and compounds, including such mixtures a1), 
compounds with butter, shall be known and designated as ‘ oleomarg:ri: 
ney? All substances heretofore known as oleomargarine, oleo, oleoinary)- 
rine oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and neutral; all mixtures and compounds of 
oleomargarine, oleo, oleomargarine oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and neutra) - 
ali lard extracts and tallow extracts; and all mixtures and compounds of ta}|ow 
beef fat, suet, lard, lard oil, vegetable oil, annotto, and other coloring , 
intestinal fat, and offal fat made in imitation or semblance of butter, o 
lated or intended to be used as butter or for butter. 
The chairman says: 


The last two lines of this section apply to and interpret each and every <j) 5). 
word in the section. According to the interpretation of that section as inter. 
— not only by the Commissioner of Agriculture but by the Commissioner o¢ 

nternal Revenue, who submitted it to the law officer of that Departme::: who 
has revised every single word and comma in it, it means this and nothing but 
this: That the mixture ofany twoor more of these compounds into a substance 
to be colored and flavored and packed and sold as butter, is to be taxed, unde, 
this bill, 10 cents a pound. But if lard and cotton-seed oil are mixed tovether 
if any two or more of these substances are mixed, placed on the market and so) 
for what —- are, in good faith and in fact, and not colored and flavored as a, 
imitation and fraud upon butter, they are not liable to the tax under this section. 
and no reasonable construction of that kind can be placed on that section, o: 
the bill as an entirety. 

It is clear to my mind that this bill does not tax the manufacture 
and sale of oleomargarine if it is not colored, flavored, or mixed with 
butter and made to imitate butter. The object of this bill is to deprive 
it of its fraudulent character, to compel it to stand on its own merits. 
If the manufacturers of it are willing to do this they will be free from 
license and taxes, and the retail dealers likewise will be free from 1i- 
cense to sell to all who may wish to purchase it. Therefore the charge 
that we are taxing one industry to its death for the benefit of another 
is not true. We are only taxing a fraud, a counterfeit, not an honest 
industry, and this we are doing not alone in the interest of the farmer 
or the dairy, but to protect all of us who are consumers from imposi- 
tion and fraud which is daily and hourly being practiced upon us by 
unscrupulous manufacturers and dealers in the article. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we are told by the expounders of the Coustitu- 
tion in this House that this bill, if enacted into a law would be uncon- 
stitutional. Comic Blackstone says: 

It is well enough for every man to know a little law; but perhaps the less he 
knows the better. 

I have sometimes thought that if some of the members of this House 
knew a little less law, and would depend more upon good, sound, prac- 
tical common sense and business principles, we would get along more 
rapidly than we do, with a better prospect than we now have of getting 
away from here before the middle of August. I am not a lawyer, and 
I think I can indorse the remark of Brother Price, ‘‘ That Iam rathe: 
glad that I am not,’’ especially if its study should enable me to con- 
strue the law when so desired as to hold a false position, and thereby 
defeat the ends of justice. 

I, however, have a high regard for an honest lawyer, and lest I might 
be misunderstood I freely admit that there are many of them in the 
profession; but when they endeavor to construe the Constitution in such 
a way as to make it say that such a bill as we propose to pass and now 
under consideration is unconstitutional, I am led to believe that they 
do not want to understand either the provisions of the bill or the Con- 
stitution. The Constitution was intended to | pepe the rights of the 
citizen, and was never intended to protect fraud of any kind. The very 
first article of the Constitution defines the powers and duties of Con- 
gress. Section 8 says: 

Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and x- 
cises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and genera! welfare 
of the United States. 

The therefore is clearly expressed in this section. 

Not being educated in the law, I presume it would be regarded as 
presumptuous on my part to endeavor to give an opinion as to the con- 
stitutionality of this bill. I desire, however, to quote a few passages 
from Chief-Justice Story on the Constitution, in reference to the power 
of Congress to lay taxes. Judging the ent of the Chief-Justice 
from a point, I should say that he proves conclusively 
and md all doubt that has full power to select the sul- 
jects of taxation, and that it may tax for other purposes beside rev- 
enue. 

On page 677 he says: 

it is whether it is restricted to f . 

The tea mae Constitati on ” vas chal eve power to lay and 

imposts,and excises.”’ the clause had stop) here and 

absolute form, as it was, in fact, when repo! in the first 
draught in theconvention, there could not have been the slightest doubt ou the 
su 


power to lay taxes includes the power in every form in whic! 
and for purpose to which the Legislature may cliooee tv 

rom the very nature of such an unrestricted power. A 
Series ealenes Socata by Congeenste paxpests ter which nations have bees 


the history of commercial nations, than the 
often, applied for eee ) than 
of Congress. It is often applied as 





matter, 
! : 
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irtual prohibition upon the importation of particulor articles, for the encour- 
= aa protection of domestic products and industry, for the support of 
lture, commerce, and manufactures; for retaliation upon foreign monop- 
urious restrictions, for mere purposes of state policy and domestic 
y; imes to banish a noxious article of consumption, sometimes as 
a bounty upon an infant manufacture or agricultural product, sometimes as a 
temporary restraint of trade, sometimes as a suppression of particular employ- 
ments, sometimes as & prerogative power to destroy competition and secure a 
monopoly tothe Government. 

If, then, the power to lay taxes, being general, may embrace, and in the prac- 
tice of nations does embrace, all these objects,either separately or in combina- 
tion, upon what foundation does the argument rest which assumes one object 
only to the exelusion of all the rest; which insists, in effect, that because reve- 
nue may be one object, therefore it isthe sole object of the power; which as- 
sumes its own construction to be correct because it suits its own theory and de- 
nies the same right to others entertaining a different theory? 

If the power is general in its terms, is it not an abuse of all fair reasoning to 

particular 


insist that it is ; to desert the import of the language and to substitute 
other and different ? B ; 
Is this allowable in regard to any instrument? Is it allowable in an especial 


manner as toconstitutions of government, growing out of the rights, duties, and 
exigencies of nations, and looking to an infinite variety of circumstances. which 
may require very different applications of a given power? 

In the next place, then, is the power to lay taxes given by the Constitution a 

power or is it a limited power? 

If a limited power, to what objects is it limited by the terms of the Constitu- 
ion? 

"i Upon this sui as has been already stated, three different opinions appear 
to have been held by statesmen of no common sagacity and ability. The firstis 
that the power is unlimited, and that the subsequent clause, ‘‘to pay the debts 
and provide for the common defense and gencral welfare,” isa substantive, in- 
dependent power. ; 

n the view of those who maintain this opinion, the power, being general, can 
not with any consistency be restrained to purposes of revenue. 

The next is, that the power is restrained by the subsequent clause, so that it 
isa power to lay taxes in order to pay debts,and to provide for the common 
defense and general welfare. Is raising revenue the only proper mode to pro- 
vide for the common defense and general welfare? May not the general wel- 
fare, in the judgment of Congress, be in given circumstances as well provided 
for, nay, better provided for, 7, prohibitory duties, or by encouragements to do- 
mestic industry ofall sorts? If a tax of one sort, as on tonnage of foreign ves- 
sels, will aid commerce, and a tax on foreign raw materials will aid agriculture, 
and a tax on en fabrics will aid domestic manufactures, and so promote 
the general we! , may they not be all nr united by Congress in 
a law for this purpose? If Congress can unite them all, may they not sustain 
them severally in separate laws? Isa tax to aid manufactures or agriculture 
or commerce ly, or even naturally, against the general welfare or the 
common defense? Who is going to decide upon sucha point? Congress, to 
whom the authority is given to exercise the power, or any other body, State or 
national, which may choose to assume it? 

Besides, if a particular act of Congress, not fur revenue, should be deemed 
an excess of the powers, does it follow that all other acts are so? If the com- 
mon or welfare can be promoted bv laying taxes in any other 
manner than for revenue, who is at liberty to say that Congress can not consti- 
tutionally exercise the power for such a purpose? Noone has aright to say 
that the common defense and general welfare can never be promoted by laying 

Noone has ever yet been bold enough to assert such 


taxes const for revenue. 
a 
rent men have entertained opposite opinions on subjects of this nature. 


It isa matter of theory and speculation, of political economy and national pol- 


icy, and not a matter of power. It may be wise or unwise to lay taxes, except 
for revenue; but the wisdom or inexpediency of a measure is no test of its con- 


Those, therefore, who hold the opinion above stated must unavoidably main- 
tain that the power to lay taxes is not confined to revenue, but extends to all 
cases where it is proper to be used for the common defense and general welfare. 

It is contended by some that this bill, if enacted into a law, will 
raise @ largeamountof revenue. It can not be regarded as unconstitu- 
tional on that account, and the Government has not arrived at that 
stage of ty that it can live without revenue. I do not believe 
that the tax of 10 cents per pound would raise much revenue, but if 
it should there are many ways in which it could be used. Every year 
the expenses of the Government are increasing, notwithstanding the 
promises of the Democratic party that this should be an administra- 


tion = “retrenchment, economy, and reform.”’ 


Let me say to those gentlemen that we are paying in pensions alone 
$80,000,000 annually, that we are appropriating yearly millions for the 
Army and Navy with a prospect of still larger appropriations, and that 
we have a national debt of not less than $1, 275,000,000 and an interest 
charge of some $48,000,000 annually. 

There need be no fears that we shall not be able to use all the reve- 
tax of 10 cents per pound will produce. Indeed our 
fears neta on theother side. How will the Government raise 

000,000 deficit? And in this estimate is not included the in- 

to widows and orphans of the Union soldiers, which 

will inerease the amount five or six millions more. It really 
looks as though something would have to be taxed to meet the in- 
of the Government, and if so there are but two ways 

it, either by increased duties on imports or by internal 

It is evident that the friends of free trade will not allow us 
duties on imports; we shall therefore have to 
ternal revenue. Where then can we levy this tax to do 
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upon that which is manufactured and sold in defiance of State laws, 
and is a fraud and a counterfeit. I believe a tax of 5 cents per pound 
would raise more revenue than 10 cents, but I am not one of those who 
want it taxed for revenue alone. I would, if it is constitutional, favor 














a prohibitory tax on oleomargarine and its compounds, and on all other 
counterfeits and adulterations of food intended to defraud, cheat, and 
deceive the people and destroy honest industries. 

Mr. Chairman, it can not be claimed that a fraud promotes the pub- 
lic welfare; on the contrary, it is destructive of the public good and the 
mora of the people; therefore it is always a proper subject of legisla- 
tion, and if necessary to arrest and prevent fraud and protect the pub- 
lic welfare, the Congress of the United States certainly has the legal 
power to do it either by taxation or otherwise, independent of the power 
to tax for revenue purposes. ‘he manufacturers of oleomargarine and 
its associates claim that they are healthful compounds. It is possible 
that some of them may be; but who can tell the healthtul from the 
unhealthful—the good from the bad? We are told there are fifty- 
eight different ways to manufacture them patented, and sixty different 
articles enter into the manufacture of oleomargarine, butterine, neu- 
tral, &e. The list has been given by several members who have ad- 
dressed the committee; but in my judgment it can not be published 
too often; the people should know what poisonous articles enter into 
their composition. 

The list taken from the Patent-Oflice is as follows: Nitric acid, com- 
monly known as aqua-fortis, acetate of lead, better known as sugar of 
lead, sulphate of lime, benzoicacid, butyric acid, glycerine, capsic acid, 
commercial sulphuric acid, tallow, butyric ether, castor oil, caul, gas- 
tric juice, curcumine, chlorate of potash, peroxide of magnesia, nitrate 
of soda, dry-blood albumen, saltpeter, borax, orris root, bicarbonate 
of soda, capric acid, sulphite of soda, pepsin, lard, caustic potash, 
chalk, oil of sesame or benne, turnip-seed oil, oil of sweet almonds, 
stomach of pigs, sheep, or calves, mustard-seed oil, bicarbonate of pot- 
ash, boracie acid, salicylic acid, cotton-seed oil, alum, cows udders, 
sal-soda, faurinaceous flour, carbolic acid, slippery-elm bark, olive oil, 
bromo-chloralum, oil of peanuts, sugar, caustic soda, and sea salt. It 
has often been remarked in a jocular way that people sometimes make 
apothecary shopsof theirstomachs. I think it might be truthfully and 
seriously claimed, after reading this list, that he whoeats oleomargarine 
surely gets about all the ingredientsof a well-regulated apothecary shop 
into his stomach. It is scarcely necessary for me to say that 1 have 
some knowledge of materia medica and chemistry, and that some of 
the ingredients mentioned in the list are deadly poisons, even in what 
might be termed infinitesimal doses. 

lt is not contended that all these ingredients enter intoa single proc- 
ess of the manufacture of these different compounds; but all of them 
seem to be regarded as necessary or important by the different patent- 
ees in one combination or another. The reports of chemists differ 
greatly as to the unhealthfulness of oleomargarine, butterine, neutral, 
&c., and this arises no doubt from the different samples furnished and 
the knowledge or the want of knowledge of microscopy, of materia 
medica, of biology, and all germ life, in addition to a mere knowledge 
of chemistry, and toxicology. It is shown by the analysis of the pro- 
fessor of the State University of Minnesota that the three specimens 
examined by him contained a variety of living organisms and spores 
ready to germinate. ‘‘Some of it,’’ he says, ‘‘teemed with life and 
yielded molds and bacteria that would have gladdened the heart of the 
student of biology.’’ 

The microscope revealed the fact that the greatest variety of life ex- 
isted in the inner portion of these samples and that the other portions 
contained the greatest quantity of active bacteria.’? Many of the pro- 
tozoa pass into an encysted stage and liedormant until the environment 
is again favorable.’’ He furthersays: ‘‘It can not be doubted that the 
person who eats so promiscuous and so lively a mixture as the butterine 
examined is running great risk. Spores and seeds of the lower organ- 
isms increase the danger to parasitism; and spores now harmless may 
become inimical to the health and happiness of countless miilions.’’ 
Other experts and professors have testified that they regarded oleomar- 
garine and like compounds unwholesome as food products. Professor 
Clark, of Albany, N. Y., says of oleomargarine: 

That it is unwholesome to health for four reasons—tirst, because it is indigest- 
ible; second, because it is insoluble when made from animal fats; third, that 
it is liable to carry the germs of disease into the human system; and fourth, 
that in the eagerness of manufacturers to produce the spurious compounds 
cheaply they are tempted to use ingredients which are detrimental tothe health 
of the consumer. 

Numerous other testimonies of a like character might be given. 

Then, on the other side, we have the testimony of chemists and ex- 
perts, who say that oleomargarine is a healthy product, and this, I think, 
to a certain extent may be true when it is carefully made of pure fats, 
but the difficulty is to know when it is so made. It can not, however, 
be regarded as healthful as pure butter, for the reason that the animal 
fats, independent of the chemicals used in its manufacture, are more 
difficult of digestion on account of their greater insolubility. Believ- 
ing as we do that much of it is impure and deleterious to health, that 
it is a fraud practiced upon the people, and that we have the constitu- 
tional right to tax it for revenue, if for no other purpose, why should 
this bill not be passed ? 

Mr. Chairman, we are told by the State-rights people on this floor 
that we should leave the matter to the States. I think, if I am cor- 
rectly informed, some twenty States of the Union have passed laws to 
regulate its manufacture and sale; but in nearly every instance they 
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have been failures, and now these very States are appealing to Congress 
to pass a law placing it under the supervision of the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, who is at the head of an organized force competent 
to carry out and enforce the law. Some States have no laws; 
others have; but they are not uniform, and it is well known that the 
States have no power to regulate interstate commerce, therefore there 
should be coneurrent jurisdiction over this matter just as there is in 
regard to whisky and tobacco. Agriculture is regarded as the basis of 
our wealth as a nation; but in order for it to be prosperous it must be 
a diversified industry. The constant cropping by the raising of the 
cereals rapidly exhausts the soil, and the means of compensation is found 
only by returning to it that which you have abstracted from it. 

In no way can we so well comply with this great law of compensa- 
tion in farming as by the herdof thedairyman. Every practical farmer 
knows that the more he feeds to his stock the more fertile his farm be- 
comes. The greater the consumption of his crops on the farm the 
richer his land will be. Now, inorder to do this he must have a dairy 
or some other live stock. Heretofore the dairy interest has paid bet- 
ter than any other, but since the introduction of imitation butter, which 
the people do not want if they know it, the production of butter has 
decreased and the profits greatly diminished. 

The number of milch cows have decreased some 25 to 30 per cent., 
but there are still invested about $700,000,000 in milch cows; their 
value, however, has been decreased over $30,000,000 within the last 
year. and since the introduction of imitation butter the total loss is es- 
timated at $150,000,000. Three hundred thousand cows are reported 
to have been slaughtered for beef during the past year in the city of 
Chicago alone. 

In consequence of this fraud the governments of Europe have passed 
laws prejudicial to our dairy products. The result has been a steady 
falling off in our exportation of genuine butter. In 1881 we exported 
$22,636,272 worth, in 1885 $14,086,055, a falling off of nearly $9,000, - 
000, whereas if it had not been for the distrust and these stringent 
laws the amount instead of being decreased would probably have been 
more than doubled. 

In conclusion, let me say, Mr. Chairman, that I have notonly been a 
close observer of the farmers’ interests, but I have been i 
terested in farming for many years. I live perhaps inas good an agri- 
cultural district as there is in the State of Pennsylvania, contiguous to 
the second largest market in the United States, Phi ia, and yet 
with all the advantages I do not believe there is one farmer in my dis- 
trict who could pay 5 per cent. interest on his farm and his personal 
property, pay his labor and his taxes, and at the end of the year’s hard 
labor for himself and family have $500 left. Iam sure if there isone 
who could do it there are hundreds who are not able to save a single 
cent, and no farmer in my district who has good j t would think 
of buying a farm without some means of his own, for he knows full 
well that he could not pay for it, and in all probability in less than ten 
years would be sold out by the sheriff. He runs very much less risk 
and it pays him better to rent; but the owner of the farm, after keep- 
ing up the necessary expenses, gets but a poor interest on his invest- 
ment. 

Where, then, may I ask the members of this House, the great major- 
ity of whom are not farmers, is the money in farming? Who is there 
here who would be willing to exchange his profession and its emolu- 
ments with the farmer for his occupation of long days of weary toil and 
its seanty returns? Who is here that is willing to rob him of the fruits 
of his honest toil and destroy one of his most profitable and most im- 
portant industries—important indeed when we come to think of it? 
The annual product of butter produced in the United States, as given 
by the Statistician, is over 1,000,000,000 pounds, estimated to be worth 
$250,000,000, every pound of which represents hard-earned and scanty 
paid labor compared to the manufacture of its bogus ‘tor, 
margarine, which it is said costs less than 8 cents per pound 
ufacture. It is estimated that the profit on the last year’s product, 
200,000,000 pounds, was notless than $30,000,000, orabout 200 percent. 

Think fora moment. They are now ing about one-fifth 
as much as the product of genuine butter. If they i 
and starving out the dairy interest, and should manufacture the same 
amount, 1,000,000,000 pounds, their profits would be not less than $150,- 
000,000 annually; and yet these are the men who have appeared before 
the Agricultural Committee in behalf of the poor laboring man of the 
country, in order that he may not becompelled to pay extravagant prices 
for his butter, or butterine—a fraud in name, as well as in substance; 
and they who manufacture this vile stuff to cheat and defraud the 
poor man as well as the rich—would ‘‘steal the livery of heaven to 
serve the devil in.” 

The question now before this House is, shall this great interest in 
which seven million are di interested be destroyed? Will 


you do, then vote against the of this bill; but remember that 
you who represunt eosiediounal Uistaehs wilh nebieetiagioan oe Saggt- 
ten by your.constituents. 


Mr. HATCH. I move the committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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The ittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 


the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Who), 
House on the state of the Union, having, according to order, had y; 
consideration the bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also imposin, 
upon and 
tion of oleomargarine, had come to no resolution thereon. 


der 
& tax 


ing the manufacture, sale, importation, and exporta- 


And then, on motion of Mr. HatcH (at 4 o'clock and 59 minuto: 


m.), the House adjourned. P 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk's dex 


under the rule, and referred as follows: 


By Mr. C. H. ALLEN: Petition of Alice Donahue, for a speciai-a¢: 


pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. BRAGG: Petition of hospital stewards of the United State; 


Army, praying for increase of their pay—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. , 


By Mr. C. R. BRECKINRIDGE: Petition of citizens of Faulkne, 


County, Arkansas, in favor of national aid to education—to the Com. 
mittee on Education. 


By Mr. W. W. BROWN: Petition of Post 48, Grand Army of the |}, 


public, of Peansylvania, praying forthe passage of Senate bill No. 1335 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. COLE: Memorial of the New York Board of Trade and 


Transportation, for a supply of one and two dollar greenbacks or Treas. 


ury certificates—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
By Mr. CONGER: Petition of citizens of Adair County, Iowa, pray- 


ing for the protection of the dairy interests of the country against the 


ravages made by oleomargarine, butterine, and kindred forms of coun- 
terfeit butter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 
By Mr. CUTCHEON: Petition and statements of A. C. Beals, 


Charles Gomes, D. Robertson, and August Herbst, hospital stewards, 


United States Army, asking for increased compensation—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
By Mr. DINGLEY: Petition of Maine Methodist conference, for the 


passage of the temperance educational bill—to the Committee on Edu- 
cation. 


By Mr. DORSEY: Petition of citizens of Custer County, Nebraska, 
praying for the passage of bill to authorize the Western Pacific Railway 
to build branch lines—to the Committee on Pacific Railroads 
By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Four petitions from United States hospital 


stewards, asking for the passage of Senate bill 1119—to the Committee 


on Military . 

By Mr. GALLINGER: Petition fora revenue tax on adulterated but- 
ter, signed by Mark Spokesfield and 27 others, citizens of Compton, \. 
H.—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. GIFFORD: Five petitions of citizens of Dakota, praying for 
the division of the Territory 2S seventh standard parallel there- 

itories. 


of—to the Committee on the 


By Mr. HAMMOND: Petition of citizens of the United States pray. 


ing that the coinage of silver be placed on an equality with gold, dc — 


to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. HEARD: Petition of citizensof Moniteau County, Missouri, 
in favor of the passage of House bill to tax oleomargarine—to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Petition from the railroad interests of 
the United States looking to the perpetuation of the discovery of steam- 

the Committee on 7 a 

By Mr. HILL: Twenty-six petitions signed by many hundreds o/ 
nate in Dakota, aaee for ad division of Dakota on the seventh 
standard the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. HOUK: Petition of ital stewards of the United States 
Army at s Island, New York, Augustine, Fla., Rock Island, 
Iil., Fort Douglas, Utah, and others, asking for increase of pay to hos- 
pital stewards—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of B. R. Hackney, praying that his war claim } re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: Petition of M. L. Gifford, and 57 others, of Stuy- 
vesant, N. Y., asking that a revenue tax be levied on adulterated but- 
ter—to the Committee on Agriculture. . 

By age aay na wy a Post, Grand pany - the 
Republic, of Indiana, praying for more liberal treatment of ex-Union 
soldiers—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LANHAM: Petition of David Caulfield, relating to a pension 
for service in the Florida war—to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, petition of citizens of the counties of Eastland, Comanche, «1! 
Stephens, Texas, relating to the removal of the Federal court !:0"™ 
Graham to Cisco—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LORE: Petition of George F. Wardle, for reimbursemcn' 
of money paid to United States for unused revenue-stamps—to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. : 

By Mr. McMILLIN: ast. A. Stott, of Smith County, Ten- 
nessee, for a pension—to the Committee on Pensions. . 

By Mr. MORROW: Petition of Knights of Labor Assembly No. 2! 4, 
of Bolivar, N. Y., praying for legislation imposing restrictions upon !u'- 
eign immigration—to the Committee on Foreign A fiairs. 











see 
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Ry Mr. O’FERRALL, Resolutions of a meeting of citizens, farmers 
of Dinwiddie County, Virginia, in favor of the passage without amend- 
ment of the bill to tax imitation butter—to the Committee on Agricult- 





monstrating against the Morgan amendment to Senate bill 1800 to se- 
| cure to the Cherokee freedmen and others their proportion of certain 
| proceeds of lands under the act of March 3, 1883; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

] He also presented the petition of Daniel Ballard and other citizens 
navy-yards at Brooklyn, N. Y., Washington, D. C., Philadelphia, Pa., | of New Salem, Mass., praying for legislation to protect the dairy inter- 
Norfolk, Va., and Portsmouth, N. H., asking for the passage of Senate | ests against imitations of butter; which was referred to the Committee 
hill No. 2268, relating to leave of absence of employés—to the Commit- | on Agriculture and Forestry. 

tee on Labor. A> a Mr. DAWES. I also present the petition of Isaac Rich & Co. and a 

By Mr. PETTIBONE: Petition of William F. Austin and of A. J. | large number of other merchauts of the city of Boston engaged in the 
Woods, of Hamblen County ; and of Logan Hodge and Marion McDaniel, | fishing industry, praying for the passage of a bill prov iding for a short 
heirs of L. M. McDaniel, of Jefferson County, Tennessee, asking that | season catch of mackerel. 
their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee | Committee on Fisheries. 
on War Claims. es The motion was agreed to. 

3y Mr. STEELE: Petition of C. B. Saunders and 60 others, of Grand Mr. CULLOM presented a resolution adopted by the Wool Merchants’ 
Army of the Republic, of Pennville; of B. F. Albert and 60 others; of | Association of Chicago, Ill., remonstrating against the passage of a 
Michael Cook and 100 others; and of Hezekiah Miller and 80 others, | tariff bill proposing to place foreign wool on the free-list; which was 
of Indiana, asking for the passage of the Mexican war pension bill with | reférred to the Committee on Finance. 

Senate amendments—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Mr. BLAIR. I present a petition of the New Hampshire Annual 

Also, petition of John W. De Puy, of Post No. 6, Grand Army of the | Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, praying for the enact- 
Republic, Wabash, Ind., asking an increase of pensions in certain cases; | ment of just legislation to indemnify the Chinese for injuries done them 
also consideration of Mexican war pension bill with Senate amend- | in certain Western States and Territories. I move that the petition lie 
ments—to the same committee. on the table, as the bill on that subject is now pending. 

By Mr. TAULBEE: Petition of Elijah Patrick, of Magoffin County, The motion was agreed to. 

Kentucky—to the Committee on War Claims. Mr. BLAIR. L also present a petition of the same body of clergy- 

By Mr. J. M. TAYLOR: Petition of Benjamin F. Shelby, executor | men, praying for relief against outrages and wrongs done the Indians. 
of Levi Shelby, deceased, asking that the same be referred to the Court | I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Indian A flairs. 
of Claims—to the same committee. The motion was agreed to. 

sy Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR: Petition of William H. Foster, adminis- Mr. MAHONE presented a memorial of Pomona Grange, of Frederick 
trator, of Lauderdale County, and of W. W. Wilkerson, of Haywood | County, Virginia, remonstrating against the admission free of duty of 
County, Tennessee, asking that their war claims be referred to the | agricultural raw materials; which was referred to the Committee on 
Court of Claims—to the same committee. Finance. 

Also, resolutions of the Cotton Exchange, of Memphis, Tenn., asking He also presented a petition of Pomona Grange, of Frederick County, 
foran amendment to section 5258 of the Revised Statutes—to the Com- | Virginia, praying for the suppression of the manufacture and sale of im- 
mittee on the Judiciary. itation dairy products; which was referred to the Committee on Agri- 

By Mr. TUCKER: Petition of Sarah W. Brown, of Alleghany County, | culture and Forestry. 

Virginia, praying her war claim be referred to the Court of Claims— Mr. MORRILL presented a petition of citizens of Norwich, Windsor 
to the Committee on War Claims. county, Vermont, praying for legislation providing that oleomargarine 

By Mr. WHEELER: Petition of Jonathan O. Cooper, administrator | shall be sold under its proper name; which was referred to the Com- 
of John Cooper; of Lewis I’. Martin, executor of Francis C. Martin; and | mittee on Agriculture and Forestry. 
of Bettie F. Perkins, asking that their war claims be referred to the Mr. INGALLS. I present the petition of A. H. Cragin and N. G. 
Court of Claims—to the same committee. Ordway, of Washington, D. C., praying for relief from certain alleged 

By Mr. A.C. WHITE: Petition of citizens of Utica, N. Y.; of Craigs- | unjust assessments and damages resulting from improvements in the 
ville and New Brighton, Pa., for the passage of the bill equalizing | eastern part of the city. I move the reference of the petition to the 
bounties—to the Committee on Military Affairs. Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. MILO WHITE: Petition of citizens of Le Roy, Minn., for the The motion was agreed to. 
oleomargarine law—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of the Saint Paul Chamber of Commerce, against low 
bridges on the Mississippi River below the mouth of the Missouri—to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


Ey Mr. J. J. O'NELLL: Numerons petitions of the enfployés of the 


I move the reference of the petition to the 





t 













REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. Lam directed by the Committee on Claims 
to report favorably without amendment the bill (S. 19) for the relief of 
H. B. Wilson, administrator of the estate of William Tinder, deceased. 

Mr. HARRIS. That bill passed the Senate at the last Congress, and 
I am satisfied upon an explanation of a minute and a half every Sena- 
tor will favor its passage. I ask unanimous consent of the Senate to 
consider it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? 

Mr. INGALLS. Let it be read. 

Mr. CONGER. Let the reports of committees be finished first. 

Mr. HARRIS. I withdraw the request until the reports of commit- 
tees are completed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The request is withdrawn. 

Mr. SPOONER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 4836) for the relief of Thomas McBride, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. WALTHALL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, sub- 
mitted a report to accompany the bill (H. R. 1341) to construct a road 


SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, June 2, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butter, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of 317 citizens of the thirteenth 
Congressional district of Pennsylvania, praying for the enactment of such 
pension legislation as is recommended by the national pension committee 
palm ofthe Republic; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

He also a petition of residents of Kittanning, Pa., and a 
tion of residents of Brookville, Pa., praying that an appropriation 
made for the erection of a dam at Herr’s Island, Allegheny River, 


to the national cemetery at Natchez, Miss., heretofore reported by that 
Bott pm were referred to the Committee on Commerce. committee. 
Mr. ALD ited a petition of 59 citizens of the ninth ward | He also, from the same committee, submitted a report to accompany 
of the city of R. L., praying for the adoption of a joint res- | the bill (H. R. 3440) making an appropriation to construct a macad- 
olution to 


arnized road from the United States barracks in Saint Bernard Parish, 
Louisiana, to the national military cemetery at Chalmette, in said par- 
ish, heretofore reported by that committee. 


a Set of the several States an amend- 
ment to the of the United States inserting the word ‘‘na- 
tivity” oe amendment; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on 


, Mr. DOLPH, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 

He also two petitions of citizens of Rhode Island, praying | the bill (S. 2542) to pay John Pope Hodnett for services rendered as 
for ‘ vce hearer gpa and sale of alcoholic bever- | counsel to the Government in the investigation into affairs of the Dis- 
ages in the District of ; which was referred to the Committee | trict of Columbia, acting as such counsel by order of a resolution of the 


| 
| 


House of Representatives; also for acting as counsel for the working- 
men of the District of Columbia for fifteen years last past, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration, and that it be referred to 


I present the memorial of Charles S. Welsh, second 
a@ number of other Indians of the Miami tribe, temon- 


ks 
ii 


the a the bill making allotments of land on | the Committee on Appropriations; which was agreed to. ° 
their reservation. I move the reference of the memorial to the Com- Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were referred 
mittee on Indian Affairs. the following bills, reported them severally without amendment, and 

{he motion was agreed to. submitted reports thereon: 


A bill (H. R. 1201) for the relief of Mary Howard Farquhar; 


- 





7 
ss 
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A bill (H. R. 4386) granting an increase of pension to William F. 
Clark; and ; 

A bill (H. R. 7511) granting a pension to Margaret Lucy. 

Mr. HALE. I ask leave to take up the bill just reported by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, the bill (H. R. 1201) for the relief of 
Mrs. Mary Howard Farquhar. It is a case where the Senate has al- 
ready passed a bill in precisely the same words and terms, and there- 
fore I ask that it may be passed now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection has already been made to 
the consideration of bills until the morning business is closed. Does 
the Senator fom Maine waive his request? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2029) granting an increase of pension to Elvira Bliss Shel- 
don, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 1644) providing for an inspection of meats for 
exportation, prohibiting the importation of adulterated articles of food 
or drink, and authorizing the President to make proclamation in certain 
cases, and for other purposes, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 618) for the relief of Orville Horwitz, assignee in trust 
of C. D. De Ford & Co., reported it with an amendment, and submitted 
a report thereon. 

Mr. FAIR, from the Committee on Claims, to whom the subject was 
referred, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. 2588) for the re- 
lief of Lucinda McGuire; which was read twice by its title. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
694) for the relief of Lucinda McGuire, moved its indefinite postpone- 
ment; which was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE ON POST-OFFICES AND POST-ROADS. 


Mr. CONGER. Iam instructed by the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads to ask leave for that committee to sit during the ses- 
sions of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads ask leave to sit during the sessions of the Senate. If there 
be no objection, that order will be made. The Chair hears none. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HALE (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2581) to amend section 
5258 of the Revised Statutes, relating to railways; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. INGALLS (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2582) to provide for 
the support of wives, children, and other dependents; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

He also (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2583) to amend the act of 
1871 (amended in 1872) regulating licenses in the District of Columbia; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. INGALLS. I introduce a bill to authorize the commissioners 
of the District of Columbia to condemn land on Rock Creek for the pur- 
poses of a park, to be called ‘‘ Rock Creek Park.’’ The bill is accom- 
panied by a memorial in favor of the proposition, and I ask that the 
bill may be twice read, and, with the memorial, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The bill (S. 2584) to authorize the commissioners of the District of 
Columbia to condemn land on Rock Creek for the purposes of a park, to 
be called ‘‘ Rock Creek Park,’’ was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying memorial, referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. INGALLS introduced a bill (S. 2585) to provide for the extension 
of the streets and avenues of the cities of Washington and Georgetown, 
in the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ALLISON introduced a bill (8. 2586) granting an increase of 
pension to Samuel J. Murphy, of Marengo, Iowa; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PAYNE introduced a bill (S. 2587) granting a pension to Eliza- 
beth Ward; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE. 

Mr, CULLOM. I ask leave to introduce a joint resolution, which I 
ask to have read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 68) for the amendment of the Constitu- 


tion of the United States in regard to bigamy and polygamy was read 
the first time by its title and the second time at length, as follows: 


Beostentiy Gs Gnatens tet eee ie ated ee Auman 
in Congress assembled (two-thirds of each therein), That it isdeemed 
necessary by the two Houses to propose an t to the 

stitution, which shall be valid to all intents and as part of the Consti- 
tution when ratified, as hereby proposed, by the of three-fourths of 
the several States, the amendment hereby to be numbered and to read 


as follows, to wit: 
“AnticLte XVI. 


“Secrion 1. The only, institution or contract of marriage within the United 
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction, shall be that of the union in 








NE 2, 


marriage of one man with one woman; and bigamy or polygamy is fore, .+ 
hibited, any law, custom, ferm, or ceremony, civil or religious, to the oo, — 
notwithstanding. on 


“Sec. 2, NoState shall pass any law, norallowany custom, form, or cer: men: 
of marriage, except in obedience to and conformably to the institution «¢ > 
riage as herein ned and established; but, otherwise, the regulation. wi, 
each State, of marriage and divorce, and civil and criminal jurisdictiy, o.- 
those subjects, shall belong to the several States as heretofore. — 

“Sec. 3. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by approprinte 
islation.”’ 7 : 

Mr. CULLOM. I ask that the joint resolution be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and I should like to call the attention of 
the committee to the subject in the hope that they may act upon it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint resolution will be referre,) 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. CALL and Mr. CAMERON submitted amendments intended to 
be proposed by them to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BLAIR submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSIONS WITH OPEN DOORS. 


Mr. MORRILL. I offer an amendment to the resolution in relation 
to open executive sessions. I merely offerit to have it printed, and sha)} 
offer it when that matter comes up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order to print will be made. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. MORRILL is as follows: 

Strike out the words ‘‘executive nominations’’ and insert in lie 
thereof the words ‘‘ reciprocity treaties, so called.’’ 


UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no “ concurrent or other 
resolutions’’ the morning business is closed, and the Chair lays before 
the Senate a resolution which went over under objection yesterday. It 
will be read. . 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. GEORGE: 

Resolved, That Senate bill No. 714 be recommitted to the Committee on the 


Judiciary with instructions to report it so amended as to provide for voluntary 
proceedings in bankruptcy only. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Hoar] not being present, if there be no objection the resolution 
will lie on the table for the present, 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. [ask to have Order of Business 1396, being Sen- 
ate bill 546, recommitted to the Committee on the Improvement of the 
Mississippi River. I do this at the request of the Senator from Lon- 
isiana [Mr. Eustis] and the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Grorce); 
and I ask, if in order, that the bill shall not lose its place on the Cal- 


endar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The title of the bill will be stated. 

The Carer CLERK. A bill (S. 546) to make the Lake Borgne outlet, 
to improve the low-water navigation of the Mississippi River trom New 
Orleans, La., to Cairo, Ill., and incidentally to reclaim and protect the 
valley lands of the Mississippi River and tributaries from overflow with- 
out levees. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Nebrask: asks 
unanimous consent that the bill be reeommitted to the Committee ou 
the Im ement of the Mississippi River. Is there objection? 

Mr. . The bill comes from the Committee on the Improve- 
ment of the Mississippi River, does it not? 

The PRESID pro tempore. It does. Is there objection to the 

uest ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have no objection if it is proposed to recommit 
the report and the bill. . : 

Mr. McMILLAN. What is the purpose of the recommittal? Why 
is the bill to be recommitted ? Rte 

Mr. GEORGE. I desire to make a personal explanation in reference 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Mississippi asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to make an explanation upon 4 
matter which is not debatable, which is taken up by unanimous con- 
sent. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. GEORGE. I desire simply to state in reference to the report 
and the bill to be recommitted to the Committee on the Improvement 
of the Mississippi River that it was reported here in the first instance 
without consultation with me, I being a member of the committee, 204 
that I dissent entirely both from the report and the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair hears noobjection, and the 
bill and report will be recommitted. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. Brown and Mr. DotpaH addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon (Iz 
Do.Pu] is recognized upon the unfinished business of yesterday. 
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Mr. DOLPH. If the morning business is closed, I ask that Senate passed on the 4th of March, 1800, and the people became so much dis- 
pill No. 2172 be proceeded with. : satisfied with it and so clamorous for its repeai that Congress yielded 
Mr. BROWN. I had prepared some remarks yesterday which I ex- | to the demands of their constituents, and repealed it on the 19th of De- 
to have submitted upon the bankruptcy bill, when the bill took | cember, 1803. It lasted three years, eight months, and five days. It 
a turn that was not looked for by the Senate. I ask the tndulgence of | was almost a half a century before the wealthy merchants and bankers 
the Senator from and the Senate for some half hour until I sub- | and lawyers of the great cities were able to prevail upon Congress to 
mit those remarks. ask that the bill be considered as taken up only | pass another bankrupt law. However, they finally succeeded, and on 
for the purpose of submitting the remarks that I desire to make. ; the 19th of August, 1841, a bankrupt bill was passed. It met general 
Mr. DOLPH. I hope the Senator will allow me to make the motion disfavor with the massof the people, whoin a very short time demanded 
and get the bill up for consideration, and then I shall yield for the pur- | its repeal, and their representatives yielded tothe popular will and it was 
desired. repealed on the 13th day of March, 18413. It was the law one year, six 
Mr. BROWN. I did not hear the Senator. months, and fourteen days. ¢ 
Mr. DOLPH. I shall be glad if the Senator from Georgia will allow This ended all successful legislation for the passage of a bankrupt bill 
me to make the motion that I rose to make and get the bill up. Ipro- | until after the war, when, on account of the ravages of war, and the 
to ask that the bill which has been under consideration for three | number of persons who had made failures where they were no way at 
days during the morning hour shall be taken up for consideration, and | fault, a bankrupt bill might at that time have been of some service to 
then, if the Senator desires to make some remarks upon the bankruptcy the honest debtor class; but it was put through Congress mainly by the 
pill and to take it up for that purpose, I shall of course extend to him | inffence of the creditor class, as the mass of the people in the country 
the usual courtesy. towns and villages and rural districts never favored it. However, on 
Mr. BROWN. I have no objection to that course. the 2d day of March, 1867, a general bankrupt bill was passed, and on 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon moves that | account of the peculiar state of things which existed, the people bore it 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill named by him. with more patience than they had exercised in the case of either of its 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the | predecessors. However, the clamor came up to Congress repeatedly for 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 2172) restoring to the | its repeal, and the pressure became so great that on the 7th June, 1878, 
United States certain of the lands granted to the Northern Pacific Rail- | the act was repealed. This law lasted eleven years four months and 
road Company to aid in the construction of a railroad from Lake Superior | five days, and the whole country breathed freer and felt greatly relieved 
to PagetSound, and to restore the same to settlement, and for other pur- | when it was stricken from the statute-book. 
; The first session of Congress was held under the Constitution in 1789, 
Mr. DOLPH. ‘The senior Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE] | ninety-seven years ago. The three bankrupt laws to which I have re- 
when the morning hour closed yesterday had the floor upon the bill now | ferred, when taken together, lasted but sixteen years seven months and 
under consideration. I simply state that to the Senator from Georgia. | four days—in round numbers one-sixth of the time since the first Con- 
So far as I am concerned, as managing the bill, of course I will yield | gress met under the Constitution. If the people of the United States 
for the purpose indicated by the Senator from Georgia. had desired a bankrupt law, and it had been believed by them to be 
Mr. BROWN. ‘Then I ask the Senator from Mississippi to extend to | wise and proper to have such a law, who can suppose that they would 


me the courtesy of the floor until I proceed to snbmit a few remarks on | have kept it upon the statute-book for only one-sixth of the period of » 
the bankruptcy bill. time since the organization of the Government under the Constitution? 
Mr. GEORGE. Certainly. Then we have had three bankrupt laws at different periods of the 
rs - = 2 2 ee ae Government. In each case the law has become very unpopular, and 
eee aeenee CF BANKRUPICY. the people have been averse to its operations and have demanded its 
rs ThePRESIDENT protempore. There being noobjection, the Northern | repeal. 


Pacific Railroad bill will be laid aside informally and the bankruptcy 
bill will be regarded as before the Senate. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill (S. 714) to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. 


I take it, therefore, judging from the history of the past, that the 
people of this country are opposed to a bankrupt law; and if we should 
enact the present bill into a law, assoon as the people realized its work- 
ings they would, as on former occasions, within a very short period 


consign it to the same fate which has-attended each of its predecessors. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, there are supposed to be 60,000,000 As already stated, we have had three general bankrupt laws passed 


of people in the United States at the present time. Of that number, | and repealed; but I think no one of them contained as many bad pro- 
I think it is safe to say that not 1,000,000, or not more than one-six- | visions as are proposed by the present bill. The class of involuntary 
tieth, desire the passage of a bankrupt law. bankrupts under the proposed act are designated in the bill as traders. 

The bankers and brokers and large merchants and speculators in | Whoaretraders? Forall traders as defined by the proposed act are sub- 
large cities, who constitute the principal creditor class of this country, | ject tothe bankrupt law. First, traders as defined by this bill include 
and who always urge bankrupt legislation in the name and as they | all merchants, no matter whether large or small, whether they are in 
say for the benefit of the debtor class, and the lawyers, do desire it; | the large cities or the country towns or villages, or at the cross-roads 
because it aids the creditor class in the collection of the debts due them | inthecountry. Every man who is a merchant is subject, for the causes 

| by the debtor class and gives fees to the lawyers. It is also desired | to which I will hereafter refer, to be put into bankruptcy. The bill 
by the reckless traders and the dishonest part of the debtor class, be- | also includes all persons who make it their business, or a part of their 
cause it relieves the part of the debtor class above mentioned from | business, to buy or sell lands, goods, chattels, bills, bonds, stocks, or 
debts contracted by them. shares. 

As there is a large honest debtor class in every great city, as wellas| Now note this language, Mr. President; it does not apply to persons 
large numbers of creditors not of the classes above mentioned, we can | whose business it is to buy and sell lands, goods, chattels, bills, bonds, 
not count the population of the great cities assolid for a bankrupt law. | notes, stocks, or share’, but to any one, a part of whose business it is 
Indeed, we can not count one-half the population, no, not one-fourth | not to buy and sell, but to buy or sell any of the kinds of property al- 
of the population of each large city, as favorable to the passage of the | ready mentioned. A man, therefore, no matter in what pursuit he is 
bankrupt law. It is principally the large influential creditor class, and | engaged, who makes it only a part of his business, and the bill does not 
the part of the debtor class mentioned, with a small class of honest un- | say how small a part shall suffice, but if it is any part of his business 
fortunates in the cities, that desire such a law. Take the towns and | to buy or sell lands, goods, chattels, &c., he is subject to be put into 

i and rural districts, and there is great unanimity among the | bankruptcy. There are very few farmers who do not make it part of 
in opposition to a bankrupt law. There is now and then a dis- | their business to buy some of the articles mentioned or occasionally to 
debtor who is anxious for it. There is occasionally an unfortu- | sell lands or chattels, &c. If it is only a part, and even a small part 

nate honest debtor who would be glad to avail himself of the benefit | of the farmer’s business, and he makes it a part of his business to buy 
| of it, and who would have the sympathy of the community while doing | or sell the articles mentioned, he is subject to be put into bankruptcy. 
| 80, but this class is small. If a debtor is honest and his creditors, as | Buttheactdoesnotstop here. It includes manufacturers, warehouse- 
| is apt to be the case, are indulgent and kind, he does not want the name | men, bankers, and brokers. Now, manufacturers are a very large class, 
of ine into 5 Mr. President. There are several millions of our people engaged in the 
bill then, if it becomes a law, will benefit the large creditor | manufacture of different articles. A man whose business is manufact- 
| class and dishonest debtor class more than it will benefit anybody else. | uring, whether he manufacture boots, shoes, or hats, or paper sacks, or 
| The plain common people, as they are termed, the bone and sinew of | paper collars, or cottons or woolens, or any other article or articles that 
this . y reason why such a law should be | are manufactured in this country, isa manufacturer, and is the subject 
passed to relief to the classes which have just been mentioned, | of bankruptcy. We havea largeclass of warehousemen, and they, too, 
and to of court and la among whom part of every bank- | are subject to be put into bankruptcy for the.causes that I will men- 

Tupt’s estate is distributed. While the bankrupt law furnishes to the | tion further on. 
large wealthy creditor class a short and speedy method of collecting | But I have not yet enumerated all who are made subject by this bill 
the debts due them, it is in a majority of cases oppressive to the debtor | toinvoluntary bankruptcy. ‘The next class are builders and contract- 
class, ors. Every person engaged as a builder therefore is subject to be put 
The peopleof this country have neverfavoreda bankrupt law. There | into bankruptcy. Or if he is acontractor in any sort of business where 
have been three general laws on that subject passed, The first was | he falls under the general designation of contractor he is the subject 
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of bankruptcy under this bill; so are shipwrights; so are publishers, 
and this is a very large class. They are scattered all over the United 
States. They are in every city, town, and village. Like other classes, 
they are not able always to be prompt in meeting their engagements, 
and for a little delay they may be put into bankruptcy. Then it ap- 
plies to inn-keepers, livery-stable keepers, and all artisans who buy 
the material for their business on credit. 

A sign painter is an artisan, and if he buys on credit the paint and 
the brush used in painting signs he is the subject of bankruptey. But 
the bill very gracionsly excepts a class of persons who are generally able 
to take care of themselves. It declares that it shall not apply to per- 
sons who buy goods and merchandise for sale only to their tenants and 
employés and laborers, nor who buy to sell again any goods or chattels 
from such tenants, employés, and laborers. So that the wealthy man 
who employs a large number of tenants, employés, and laborers may 
buy from them to sell again goods they may have to sell, and though 
he may not pay for them within the time prescribed in the contract, or 
within thirty days after the debt is due, or may never pay for them, he 
is not the subjectof bankruptcy. This is the case of the man who em- 
ploys large numbers of men, and is usually a man of wealth. He may 
buy from his employés and laborers and never pay them, and still not 
be put into bankruptcy. 

The bill graciously exempts one or two other classes. It declares 
that it shall not apply to mechanics of any kind who habitually labor 
at their trade. It they are artisans and buy on credit the materials 
for their business, they wonld come within the provisions of the act; 
but if they are simply laborers, as mechanics, they are not subject to 
be put into bankruptcy. Nor does it apply to farmers having no place 
of business in any village, town, or city, who buy or sell agricultural 
products, or buy live stock with a view of fattening them for sale, un- 
less such person so excluded be otherwise a trader within the meaning 
of thisact. A farmer, then, may buy live stock with a view of fattening 
them for sale without going into bankruptcy even though he should 
fail for thirty days to pay for one. But if he buys young heifers or a 
young bul! for breeding purposes and does not pay for them within 
thirty days after the debt is due, the farmer may be put into bank- 
ruptecy. Ina word, he can not deal in live stock at all without being 
subject to bankruptcy unless he simply buys with a view of fattening 
them for sale. If he wants them for milch cows or for breeding stock or 
for any other uses, but with a view to fattening them for sale, he may 
be subject to bankruptcy on the contract. 

And if the farmer bas any place of business in a village, town, or city 
he is subject to bankruptcy as any of theotherclasses I have mentioned. 
In other words, the only privilege that the act gives to the farmer of 
trading without being subject to bankruptcy is the privilege of buying 
and selling agricultural products, or of buying live stock with a view 
of fattening them for sale. In all other matters of trade the farmer 
would be as subject to bankruptcy as any other trader. 

Now, Mr. President, I have pointed out the classes who are subject 
to bankruptcy under this act, if it should become a law, and they are 
very numerous, embracing almost everybody. 

Now, what are the grounds upon which this large class may be put 
into bankruptcy? As the bill was reported by the committee, if any 
trader, which under the bill embraces all the classes mentioned, owing 
debts exceeding in amount $1,000, after the passage of this act, depart 
from the State, district, or Territory of which the pergon implicated is 
an inhabitant, with an intent to defraud his creditors, or being absent 
remains so with like intent, or conceals himself to avoid arrest or the 
service of legal process, or makes a fraudulent transfer of his property, 
or conceals or removes the same to avoid process, or with intent to de- 
fraud his creditors, or suffers judgment against him, or gives a warrant 
to confess judgment or judgment-note with like intent, or who being” 
actually insolvent suffers his property to be seized on execution and fails 
within twenty days thereafter to redeem the same from such seizure, 
he may be put into bankruptcy. 

The act must be done with intent to defraud his creditors, but any 
three irresponsible, malicious persons, or enemies, who desire to break 
a man up, may take the neressary steps to put him into bankruptcy 
by alleging that his acts are done with intent to defraud his creditors 
every time he goes out of the State, district, or Territory where he lives, 
without having the remotest intention of defrauding hiscreditors, The 
result is that he must come into court, demand a trial, and be able to 
prove that he did not leave the State or Territory of his residence with 
any view to defrauding his creditors. In any of the cases above men- 
tioned malicious persons who desire to involve a fellow-citizen in lit- 
igation and trouble, and to destroy his credit, by taking steps to put 
him into bankruptcy, may cause it to go all over the country that the 
person implicated has become a bankrupt, and if he should be able on 
trial to show that the allegations of intended fraud, &c., were all false, 
he has still been involved in heavy expense, his property has been 
seized and takén from him, and he is almost ruined. 

But this is not all. If any ene of the numerous classes already men- 
tioned has suspended, and not resumed payment of his commercial 
paper made, passed, or contracted in the course of his business for a 

iod of thirty days after the same were payable, he is to be put into 
kruptey. Take the case of the hotel-keeper in a small village, and 
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if he fails to pay a debt due his grocery merchant for a period of ¢});-. 
days after it is due, this bill, if it becomes a law, provides, no y).;,,. 
how solvent he may be, for putting himinto bankruptcy. What wo.), 
our plain country people say to such anact? Ourmerchanis, our») 

ufacturers, our warehousemen, our builders, our contractors, our <),,, 
wrights, our publishers, our inn-keepers, our livery-stable men, anq .)) 
our artisans who buy their material for their business on credit. \,),., 
would they say to such an act? sa 

What would they say to a law that breaks them up, takes their p, 
erty from them, and ruins their credit because they have been wh.) . 
to pay their debt for as much as thirty days afterit isdue? Every), 
familiar with the general business of the country knows that our eon, 
try merchants, who are more prompt usually than the other classes ahjoye 
mentioned, very often fall behind more than thirty days in meeting thei; 
paper with their wholesale merchants, and nobody thinks in «J] ¢j,j. 
large class of persons of breaking down and destroying a man becay 
he hassuspended payment and failed to paya debt for as much as thirty 
days after itis due. AsI have already shown, the bill makes a yer) 
large proportion of our people subject to bankruptcy, and then it pr¢ 
vides for putting them into bankruptcy for the most trivial grounds 
for instance, a farmer buying live stock, with no intent to fatten them 
for sale, who fails to pay for them only as much as thirty days is sul). 
ject to have his whole property seized and to be put into bankruptcy 
and ruined. 

Mr. President, the people of this country never did sanction such an 
iniquity for any considerable length of time, and they never will do jt 
But thisisnotall. A person who, being insolvent, givesa preference toa 
creditor as hereinafter defined, ormakes an assignment for the benefit of 
existing creditors, with or without preference, shall be deemed to have 
committed an act of bankruptcy, and may be adjudged bankrupt by any 
court of bankruptcy in the district in which he may have been resi- 
dent, &c. Now if he is insolvent and has a debt of honor, of the most 
sacred character, that every right-thinking man would feel that it was 
his duty to pay in preference to other indebtedness, and he gives a pre‘. 
erence to that creditor, no matter how much in honor bound he may be 
to do so, he may be dragged into bankruptcy for doing it, or if he 
makes an assignment for the benefit of existing creditors with or with- 
out preferences. In other words, if he finds he is in failing circu 
stances and does not want to go into the bankrupt court where his little 
estate will be absorbed in expenses and costs and lawyers’ fees, and 
he prefers to make an assignment to some upright, intelligent citizen 
for the benefit of his creditors, and does it without giving preference 
to anybody, he shall be seized and dragged into bankruptcy for doing 
it. Could anything be more unfair? ‘Those who covet the passage o/ 
this bill seem to have but one idea, and that is that everything ought 
to be wound up in bankruptcy. 

A man who is insolvent may not make an assignment of all his eflects 
for the benefit of his creditors, giving no preference to anybody, ani if 
he does he shall be put into bankruptcy for doing it. In other words, 
it is necessary that the officers in bankruptcy and lawyers shall have 
fees, and there must be a great many cases made for their benefit; and 
therefore it will not do to permit insolvent persons to make assignments 
even without preference, as each assignment would keep one case out 
of bankruptcy. 

But, Mr. President, if the estate is small, in such case the debtor will 
be ruined and the creditors will not get the benefit. It will go mainly 
to the officers of the court, to the lawyers, and to the Government 
Bearin mind that a man who manufactures paper sacksand gets $1,()(\) 
in debt and fails to pay a debt of $10 for as much as thirty days after 
it is due may be put into bankruptcy. Now, what will become of the 
thousand dollars of estate? In the twenty-sixth section of this bill it 
is provided that the costs and counsel fees of involuntary proceedings 
which have proceeded to adjudication may be paid out of the assets to 
an amount not exceeding $200 if the court shall soorder. Here, thiev, 
$200 of the thousand has gone as costs and counsel fees. 

Then, in section 20 it is provided that every trustee shall pay in to 
the clerk 1 per cent. of the gross amount of money realized from the 
assets in excessof $500, and every debtor making a composition s!a!! in 
like manner pay one-half of 1 per cen‘. upon the total amount ther! 
which is to be paid into the Treasury of the United States. Then, '1 
section 72 it is provided, first, that 1} per cent. upon the gross ass¢'s 
above $500, for the use of the United States, as provided in section ~\, 
shall be one of the prior liens; second, the costs and charges of )0- 
ceedings, including entry fee of $60, when not paid by the bank- 
rupt, and all costs duly charged nst the assets. Here then, 1s >” 
more, running the amount up to ; and then there is an indefinite 
provision for all costs duly charged against the assets. No one can tell 
how much costs will be duly charged against the assets. 

Then, in section 75 it is provided that the trustee shall be allowed 
from the assets in his hands all his necessary disbursements and suv) 
sonable compensation for his services, having regard to the circum: 
stances of the case, as shall be allowed by the committee of direction, 
or if there be no committee by a majority in valueof the creditors; «04 
in default of suchallowance by the commissioner, not exceeding the rte 
of com’ allowed for similar services by probate courts 0! ''\° 
State in which the proceedings are pending. And the allowance «lis! 


ian 
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in all cases be subject to the decision of the district judge and the super- 
vision of the circuit court. Where the commissioner acts as trustee 
the allowance shall be made by the judge. Here, then, is another in- 
definite arrangement for fees and costs for the trustee, which is to in- 
jude all his necessary disbursements and such reasonable compensation 
for his services, having regard to the circumstances of the case, as shall 
be allowed by the committee of direction, &c. 

By the time all this is through with, I should say at least $500 of 
the thousand-dollar estate is absorbed in costs and counsel fees and per- 
centage, to ge to the Treasury of the United States and compensation 
to trustees, &e. The billis very careful that the manufacturer of paper 
sacks or any other of the classes above mentioned shall not make an 
assignment either with or without preference, but if he does he goes 
into bankruptcy, aud when he gets there, nearly or quite one-half of 
the estate of a thousand dollars will be eaten up in expense, he will be 
ruined, and his creditors will get but little benefit. 

Section 26, as reported by the committee, provides that at any time 
before or within three months after the adjudication, upon proof being 
made by affidavit to the satisfaction of the judge that any bankrupt 
or person against whom proceedings in bankruptcy are pending is about 
to leave the district, and that his departure will hinder, impair, or de- 
lay the proceedings therein, the judge may issue his warrant to the 
marshal directing him to arrest the said bankrupt, or supposed bank- 
rapt. and him safely keep until he shall give bail or recognizance in a 
sum to be specified in said warrant for his appearance from time to 
time as required by the court, and for his obedience to all lawful orders 
of the court in said proceedings. What is the liberty of the citizen 
worth in a case of that character? 

A proceeding has probably been commenced against the bankrupt 
without justcause by some enemy or malicious person for the purpose is 
destroying his reputation, and if he attempts while the proceeding of 
pending to leave the State for any cause, and his absence would hinder 
orfmpair or even delay the proceeding for a single day, he may be 
arrested, and if he does not give security for his appearance at court, 
put in jail, and his little estate swallowed up by costs and charges as 
already mentioned. 

There is an old maxim of the law, Mr. President, that ‘‘ the law pro- 
tects the vigilant and not the sleepy,’’ and that among creditors those 
who are vigilant and commence proceedings when they may legally 
commence them get preference and natural preference over those who 
are negligent and careless in doing so. This bill proposes to destroy 
all that entirely. 

As reported by the committee it is provided in section 33 that all prop- 
erty of a debtor levied upon or seized on execution within thirty days 
of tiling the petition by or against him by any process of law applied to 
the satisfaction of sales on execution, or the proceeds thereof, shall be 
held by the judgment ereditor for the general creditors and shall be re- 
covered by the trustee on proper process, except so much as is necessary 
to reimburse the cost of such execution. Here isa case where suit has 
been brought say in the State court by acreditor who has obtained judg- 
ment levied upon the property of the debtor and had it sold and has 
received his money, as he had a right to do, and if the defendant, or 
debtor, atany time within thirty days applies for voluntary bankruptcy, 
or some creditor proceeds against him as a bankrupt, for causes already 
mentioned, the judgment creditor who brought suit and obtained judg- 

ment and sold the of the debtor and received his money is 
bound to hold the money for the general creditors and is subject to 
suit by the trustee in bankruptcy who has a right to recover the money 
from the judgment creditor for the benefit of the general creditors. 
_ Insuch case the creditor in bringing the suit in the State courts, for 
instance, may have acted in perfect good faith, and after proceeding to 
judgment and having the property of the defendant sold for the satis- 
faction of the judgment and having received his money he is cited to 
hold the money for the benefit of the general creditors. But if after 
the judgment was rendered and after the property was sold, and after 
the money was to him without any notice to him of any act on 
the part of the t for which he could be put into bankruptcy, 
some of the creditors of the defendant in the bankrupt court proceed 
against him, the bill then provides that the trustee in bankruptcy may 
bring suit the vigilant creditor who has collected his money by 
process and compel him to hold it for the benefit of the 
general creditors of the defendant now bankrupt. I am satisfied that 
the people of this country desire no such legislation. 

There is no emergency such as existed at the close of the war to 
law, and scarcely anybody desires it except a few 
reckless or dishonest debtors, or the class of large merchants or bankers 
ia centers who as a creditor class desire to hold the bank- 
Tupt law as a rod over their debtors to compel payment. 

It is true, Mr, President, that there is a provision in the bill author- 
izing persons who are debtors to go into voluntary bankruptcy, and that 
ee out by the friends of the large creditor class and the advocates 


i 


of the | bill as one of its best provisions. 
fie ile there would occasionally be an instance where it might be bene- 


to a debtor to permit him to go into voluntary bankruptcy where 
he had made an honest failure and would never be able to pay his debts, 
where no censure could attach to him, yet, as a general rule, the class 
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of persons who would take the benefit of voluntary bankruptcy would 
be those who were either dishonest or who, with knowledge that they 
could avail themselves of the benefit of the bankrupt law, would take 
risks and trade carelessly with a view to that character of relief if it 
should ever become necessary to avail themselves of it. Butif thatis 
the chief excellence of the bill, why not permit those opposed to it to 
have stricken from it all the provisions which relate to involuntary bank- 
ruptcy? That motion has been made and the advocates of the bill very 
vigorously oppose a motion to amend the bill in that particular. 

Mr. President, ours is a Government of the people, and while com- 
binations of wealthy citizens, or corporations, or interested parties may 
occasionally be able to secure legislation that is not for the general 
good and does not meet the popular approval, and such legislation may 
sleep for years upon the statnute-book without attracting popular atten- 
tion, still the popular judgment will ultimately control it, as has been 
the case in reference to the bankrupt acts which have heretofore been 
enacted. 

This is a question of so much importance and so far-reaching in its 
operations that the attention of the people is necessarily attracted to 
it when a bankrupt law is put upon the statute-book; and [ think I have 
shown very conclusively that popular sentiment has frowned upon every 
such act and that the representatives of the people have been compelled 
to yield and join in its repeal. I take it for granted that there is no 
great emergency requiring this legislation and no popular clamor de- 
manding its enactment. Indeed, judging by the past, I take it for 
granted that there isa very overwhelming popular sentiment against it. 

Then I object to the bill on account of the unjust and unreasonable 
provisions which I have already pointed out. It seizes unsuspecting 
persons who have intended todo no wrong, takes their property from 
them for short delays of as much as thirty days in meeting their obliga- 
tions, and denies to them the right to make assignments for the benefit 
of theircreditors, even without preference toany one. Everybody knows 
that it is not in the power of the large classes of people described in this 
act to meet promptly all their engagements within thirty days, and 
this is the case of persons perfectly solvent. Country merchants donot 
do it, hotel-keepers do not do it, farmers can not do it, and manufact- 
urers can not do it, and so with all the classes mentioned. Then why 
pass a law that everybody knows can not be executed without immense 
injury to the honest laboring masses of our people, and a law which 
everybody knows will not be permitted to stand long upen the statute- 
book until they will require its repeal ? 

It seems to meit has been tried often enough; that its advocates ought 
to begin to learn that the people do not favor their views on this ques- 
tion. For these and other considerations which I might mention I feel 
it my duty to cast my vote against this bill, and I earnestly protest, in 
the name of the people I represent, against its passage. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The bill will be restored to its place 
on the Calendar. 





MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to some and disagreed to 
other amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6397) making ap- 
propriations to provide for the expenses of the government of the Dis- 
trict of Coluinbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, and for other 
purposes; that it asked a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. WiLson, Mr. J. J. ADAMS, 
and Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa, managers at the conference on the part 
of the’House. 

The message also announced that the House had disagreed to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5888) to legalize and val- 
idate the general laws of the Territory of Dakota for the incorporation 
of insurance companies, and for other purposes, and to authorise and 
empower the Legislative Assembly of said Territory to pass such general 
laws; that it agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on the said 
bill and the amendments thereto, and had appointed Mr. HILL, Mr. 
Boy ez, and Mr. BAKER managers of the conference on the part of the 
House. 

The message further announced that the House had agreed to the re- 
port of the committee of conference on the disagreeing voies of the two 
Houses on the amendments of the House to the bill (S. 200) to author- 
ize the purchase of the Aqueduct Bridge or the construction of a bridge 
across the Potomac River at or near Georgetown. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a concurrent 
resolution requesting the President of the United States to return to 
the House of Representatives the bill (H. R. 6391) to authorize the 
Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf Railway Company to construct and 
operate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes; 
in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled bill (H. R. 2357) for the relief of H. H. Faulkner 
and Mary Woodlee; and it was thereupon signed by the President pro 
tempore. 

RECALL OF A BILL. 
Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. Iask that the concurrent resolution which 
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has just come from the House of Representatives for the recall of a bill | phatic terms recently to the country, it can scarcely be justified ¢} it w 
be laid before the Senate, as it is important that it shall be passed at | should fail to take action upon it, and it is certainly true that a fa;),, = te 
once. act when the question is presented and the passage only of a law whi, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following | relates to a very small portion, an insignificant portion of this , aa 
resolution of the House of Representatives: main, thus evading the question raised before us by the public opinio, 
Iy Tue House or RePresewrarives, June 2, 1886. | Of the country, will be regarded as a denial, as hostile legislation a 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), Thas the | Presi: whatever the motives, it will in effect and in fact be a denial of +}, 
dent be requested to return tc » . i ae bi .R. iti i i ini aa 
to euthoriae the Kansas City, Fort Soot and Gult Railway Company to con- so ae an Gena = ne public opinion of the country, 
struct and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other pur- oes not ma r 1s smal proportion of this unearned land 
poses, grant shall be forfeited and that it is right that it should be. 7), 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Arkansas moves | teat question upon which the people of this country demand (Cop. 
that the resolution be concurred in and that the request of the House | tess totake action, and upon which in my judgment the very stability 
of Representatives be complied with. of our republican institutions depends, is left untouched; and it is lei: 
The motion was agreed to. ae 5 mann — A sa — os; it 2 left untouched 
sa a al ls ‘ in the interest of accumulation without consideration of vast propertiac 
NORTHERN PACIF IC RAILROAD LANDS. ; in the hands of a few individuals; it is left untouched in Scie 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- | of that great amount of taxation upon securities issued withou: a. n. 
tion of the bill (S. 2172) restoring to the United States certain of the | sideration and taxing the productive power of the people of the U ni sed 
lands granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company to aid in the | States without the authority of law, but which is as practical and as 
construction of a railroad from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, and to | effective in oppressing the industries of the country as if imposed by an 
restore the same to settlement, and for other purposes, the pending | act of Congress itself, And for one, therefore, I am not in favor of . 
question being on the amendment proposed by Mr. VAN WYCK. lowing this question to pass without some expression of opinion on th 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. | part of the Senate. ? 
GEORGE} is entitled to the floor. In the report of the Committee on Education and Labor, the inteljj. 
Mr. G EORGE, Mr. President, yesterday I madea statement of the gent representatives of the associations of labor presented the views and 
amount of land donated by Congress to this road, which was correct. | the opinions of that largeand influential body of our fellow-citizens upon 
I changed the statement in the hearing of the Senate, and I find that | that subject. Since that time the subject has continued to grow in im- 
the original statement was correct. In order to remove all doubt on | portance. I will read a few extracts from the testimony taken before 
that subject, I have learned from the statute the true state of facts on | the committee on this subject, the testimony of Mr. William Godwin 
the subject to be this: In the States there were granted twenty sections | Moody found on the seven hundred and twentieth page of the first yol- 
of land to the mile, and in the Territories there were granted forty sec- | yme of that report: 
tions of land tothe mile. I will read now from the third section of the 
act incorporating the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, so as to verify 
that statement. That section reads as follows. I read only part of it: 


Suc. 8. And be it further enacted, That there be, and hereby is, granted to the 
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, its successors and ass’ , for the pur- 
pose of aiding in the construction of said railroad and telegraph line to the Pa- 
cific coast, and to secure the safe and speedy transportation of the mails, troops, 
munitions of war, and public stores over the route of said line of railway and its 
branches, every alternate section of public land, not mineral, desi by odd 
numbers, to the amount of twenty alternate sections per mile on each side of 
said railroad line, as said company may adopt, through the Territories of the 
United States, and ten alternate sections of land per mile on each side of said 
railroad whenever it passes through any State. 


Ten sections per mile on each side in a State makes twenty sections 
per mile. Twenty sections on each side in the Territories makes forty 
sections per mile. 

I do not intend this morning to continue the debate, but I have some 
memoranda from which I desire to speak during the progress of the de- 
bate. I do not desire to goon now. I only desired to make the cor- 
rection, and during the progress of the debate I shall have something 
further to say. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending question is on the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Nebraska |[Mr. Van Wyck], 
which will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. In section 1, line 10, after the word ‘ main,”’ it 
is proposed to strike out— 

Line which extends from Wallula Junction, in Washington Territory, to the 
of said lands 


city of Portland, in the State of Oregon, except such as 
to and are conterminous with the branch line across the Cascade Mountgins. 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 






























EXTENT OF LAND GRANTS TO RAILROADS ILLUSTRATED. 
By the CHarrMAN : 


Q. Have you ever made a calculation of how many States of the size of New 
— those 215,000,000 acres of public lands granted to the railroads would 
make? 

A. Yes,sir; I have made a calculation, though it is not based on the size of 
New York. The 250,000,000 acres that I speak of cover an area nearly equal to 
the eight States of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Towa, Missouri. Those States together have an area of 258,000,000 acres, only 
8,000,000 acres more than what has been given to the railroads. The amount 
of the public domain that has been absolutely ted to the railroads is more 
than three times er in area than England, Ireland, and Scotland combined. 
It is an area equal tothe Austro-Hun Empire and the Kingdom of Italy, 
with Switzerland and the Netherla: thrown in. 
Q. One — two kingdoms, and one republic. 
A. Precisely. Tt is about — tothe Empire of Germany, with the King- 
doms of Italy, Greece, Portugal, and the Swiss Republic as a make-weight, they 
a the regate an area of only 251,000,000 acres as against 250,000,00 
acres have n granted to our railroad despots. 

Q. Assuming that you are correct in the statement that the odd-nunbered 
sections of the public land dominate and control the even-numbered sections 
then that calculation would be doubled ? 

A. Exactly so. 

EVIL EFFECTS. 

Q, Now. Mr. Moody, what hurt does it do? 

A. The hurtis manifold and manifest. It is perfectly apparent. Ouc of the 
most manifest features of it is that it has driven our American people off the 
farms. I intended to have said that under the conditions of the grants of tle 
homestead lands the amount of land so granted to each American citizen was 
limited to two quarter-sections at the most; one acquired by homestead rig! 
or purchase ro the other by tree culture, mak altogether 320 acres. Under 
the grants to the railroads no li have m made, and no conditions 
have been imposed as to the disposal of the lands. The railroads take them 
mores and they enter upon the disposal of them as upon a gi- 


speculation. are filling our oer these great estates; es- 

And branch lines where the vafisond required by said acts bas not been con- 2 = sink to _ Seer ook oe : ameme, in — = — 
ee vee pes Se _ utterand direct conflict with all our institutions, and it is growing with a rapidity 
So as to make the section read: that is almost beyond belief. That is driving from the soil those who 


That all the lands heretofore granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany by an act entitled “An act granting lands to aid in the construction of a 
Puieel and telegraph line from e Su to Puget Sound, on the Pacific 


should there find their homes with full occupation, abundance, and happiness. 
undreds of thousands, ay, millions, of our people are driven off the land into 
- towns and po en they are hived up in hovels and tenements sucli as 


coast, by the northe te,” ved July 2, 1864, and subsequent acts and tlemen of committee have seen, I believe, to some degree, and the 
joint vensiutionnet Congress, w eatin are conterminous with that sight of which, I ee ee so exceedingly offensive to their - netory 
part of its main and branch lines where the railroad required by said acts has | erves that they abandoned that method of in n—at least it has been so 


not been constructed and completely finished on the date of the passage of this 
act, be, and the same are hereby, resumed by the United States and restored to 
the public domain, and made subject to disposition and settlement under the 
general laws relating to the public lands. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. On this amendment the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

. CALL. I do not think a question of so great importance 
to be allowed to pass without some further consideration of it. 
amendment pow by the Senator from Nebraska raises the entire 
question of enpemicney of Sa Ren See ae sae 
When a measure of great public im is pressed upon the atten- 
tion of Congress by a large body of public opinion, when it has been 
presented by the platforms of both great political parties of the 
country, when the Democratic party in the last canvass presented dis- 
be tnhetted, dash ths pulley of euutaan tee amebpnanetnanne Groat: 
be forfeited, that the po granting the lands in homesteads to act- 
ual settlers was a necessary one for the well-being of the whole country, 
that the policy of these large land grants to railroad wasa 
hurtful one in every respect, when the great body of the associated labor 
of this country has indorsed that view and has spoken in the most em- 


reported by the papers. The facts are that while there are hundreds and thou- 
sands or millions of acres of our cultivated and uncultivated, in the 
hands of private without a si inhabitant upon them, we have 
so dense that itis reckoned at Pome 
upon a single square mile. the medical reports and other 
statistics it appears that there is a population of 760 persons to the square acre 
in some places here, which makes <> Secure mile; a mass of people 
living in a state of wretchedness unendurable to the sight of gentlemen of this 
epg pe absolutely unendurable to the life of those people themseives— 
for we that the mortelity in those districts is double what it is in the other 
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This testimony has been verified in the Cee ea new of 
Labor, in the fact that there are a million of unemployed people now '2 
ote aces heantaeeeee oe ciaposit mn for change 
Ww. our a on for change, 

S eumtinine tan oak emme the manifest evils that 
affect the , that affect the comfort and well-being of the entire 
community. e are not at a loss to understand why that is when we 
ara hdd enmeainens ond doorienenet millions of securities 
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child to meet the gross amount of nearly $900,000,000 a year, that being 
the total gross earnings of these corporations, and between three and 
four thousand millions appears to be the most reasonable estimate of this 
character of securities bearing a proportionate part of this vast amount 
of tax paid for railroad transportation. 

Mr. ident, we have here this vast grant of something like thirty 
or thirty-two million acres which are involved in this question of for- 
feiture, which were not earned within the time specified in the grant- 
i which were given upon the express condition, so specified in 
the law, that it should not be a grant unless that condition was com- 
plied with; and we find upon an examination of the reports that have 
been made to the two Houses of Congress and a careful estimate of the 
facts that between thirty and forty million dollars will be made from 
this land grant by the few projectors of this enterprise, those who hold 
and control its stock, over and above the entire cost of the construction 
of the road. We find that the indirect effect of this action of Congress 
js to tax the people who shall occupy these public lands not only with 
the actual cost of the construction of this road and then give it to a few 
individuals, but with thirty or forty millions above and beyond the 
cost of the road. Such is the statement which is contained in House 
report, first session, Forty-seventh Congress, in 1881-82. 

Mr. GEORGE. Do I understand the Senator that the Government | 
paid enough to build and equip the road fully from end to end and 
$30,000,000 besides ? — 

Mr. CALL. That is the effect of it. 

Mr. GEORGE. So as to make them a present of the road and $30,- 
000,000 asa bonus for building it? Is that the idea? 

Mr. CALL. Thatis the idea. In this report, signed by J. Proctor 
Knott, Davip B. CULBERSON, R. W. TOWNSHEND, Van H. Manning 
on the 11th of July, 1882, and by L. E. PAYSON on the 2ist of July, 
1982, is this: 

Or, assuming the mean between the estimates of the auditor and the presi- 


dent of the company, and also the mean between the average price of the lands 
already sold and the auditor’s estimate of $2.50 per acre, the following will be 
the result : 


Proceeds of lands already sold... 
26,919, 947 acres unsold, at $3.12}... 





$11, 565, 466 65 
84, 100, 146 87 
%, 665,613 52 
80, 495, 732 75 










Cost of 2,409} miles road, At $33, 407.65.........::-cccssreereeerserceeeesreaserere 


dnd .nsecmneseenes 15, 169, 880 77 
That is the mean estimate. 
Or, adopting the extra t estimates submitted by the president in his re- 


sponse to the committee, the figures will stand thus: 


Pe ir Raienicesices 000 cess 0 cc woceseccoseese pili piaivditblicdastineinied $11, 565, 466 65 
The residue, 99,416,047 acres, at $2.50... ............cscccccssceeseeseeeceeeereecceres 98, 540,117 50 

110, 105, 584 15 
a 1 ss ccenegnd ncnesasspsnbooccnnition 93, 526, 668 86 


Or, taking the mean between the two, the following will result: 
Value of lands sold and unsold, estimated as last above.............. $110, 105,584 15 
Cost of 2,409} miles road, at $33,407.65 80, 495,732 75 


SS eeiahiamnameniie aicendieaietmentitataceaatiia 29, 609, 851 40 


The suppose that all that could be asked of the Government in 
the exercise of the most prodigal generosity would be a sufficient amount of 
Jands to enable the company to construct its road without costing it a single 
dollar of its own money, and as either of the foregoing hypotheses shows a sur- 
pacnes millions more than are necessary for tanh parpens, it has occurred 

them it might be to the interest of the people of the United States gen- 

to look somewhat after that surplus, whatever it may be. 
There is a further view to be taken of this subject, however. The undersigned 
have no means of knowing precisely how much land has been earned by the 
y, but it at 30,000,000 acres, and appraising the portion unsold 
at per acre, which the auditor supposes to be reasonable, and we have the 
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3,083,953 acres sold for...............+. okeioeed ladetrinsitentiieslidleons ae ea $11,565,466 65 
6,916,047 acres unsold, at $2.50............0cccceseseee iiiamindenste 67, 290,117 50 
nc ._.  sspanssecsassnnnoonsensnsnse covees 78, 855, 584 15 


‘ + * . * 
The of the company, in response to the inquiries proposed by the 
States the cost of constructing 1,203} miles of completed road and 
170 miles grade at $51,019,402.99, and estimates the cost of construct- 
1,206 _s be built at ae pling a making $93,526,668,86 for 2,409} 
or per mile; while the auditor, in the report above referre: to, 
after as he says, “ made special inquiry in order to obtain the fullest in- 
and, as the undersigned understand, from data furnished by the com- 
pany estimates the entire cost of 2,700 miles at about $75,000,000, or at the 
po of —.. After some remarks concerning the work which had 
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The road yet to be constructed and accepted may be stated as follows, with the 
estimated cost of the same, namely : 


miles, a4 £00,600 por TEES 52s. scscnistcvsicndlingeaien tiie ee $3, 440, 000 00 
Missouri River to Yellowstone River, 217 miles, 


at $12,000 mile, including an iron bridge over the Missouri 
River at Bismarck, the cootof which is estimated at nearly $1. 


y Pe cobbheidthbddetneseseeteysseussese coed cosesetbeoooees ieliaienia . 3,500,000 00 
Mountain, and Clark’s Ford divisions—Yel- 
lowstone to Lake Pend d’Oreille, 820 miles, at $30,000 per 


en. eee oe 24, 600,000 00 
Pend alle division aie Pend d°Oreilie to Columbia River, 
Miles, at $21,500 per mile.......c..ccccsece-cessesesererereeererseereereveererere 4,500, 000 00 
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Columbia River division—Junction of Columbia and Snake Rivers 

to Portland, 238 miles, at $31,500 per mile...,.............ccccceeeeereneeeconeee 7,500, 000 00 
Cascade Mountain division—Junction of Columbia and Snake 

Rivers to Puget Sound, 219 miles, at $30,000 per mile................... 6,570,000 00 
Pacific division—Portland to Kalama, 40 miles, at $25,000 per mile. 1,000,000 00 


Total road to be constructed, 1,865 miles, at an estimated 
average cost of $26,868 per mile, amounting to.................... 50, 110, 000 00 


The entire road when completed, 2,700 miles, will have cost about $75,000,000, 
or at the rate of $28,000 per mile. (Report Secretary of Interior, Vol. I, p. 575.) 

Notwithstanding that due allowance is made by the auditor for the 
million-dollar bridge over the Mississippi River, as well as for those por- 
tions of the road of more difficult construction, it will be observed that 
the discrepancy between these two estimates is $10,815 per mile, or $26,- 
048,732 for the whole line of 2,409} miles. Whichis nearer correct may 
possibly be ascertained by a little closer analysis. 

It appears that under all these estimates there is a fund of from six- 
teen to thirty million dollars over and above the entire cost of the con- 
struction of this railroad, valuing its lands at $2.50 per acre. I have 
been informed that there has been offered by an English syndicate an 
anvount nearly equal to $300,000,000 for the land if the title can be con- 
firmed. I do not know anything in regard to the correctness of this 
statement, but it comes to me from a gentleman connected with the Gov- 
ernment and with the legislation of this body, and standing high in the 
confidence of the country, not as a matter of knowledge on his part, but 
as a matter of information which he has derived from persons of charac- 
ter and respectability. 

Mr. GEORGE. It appears that the average sales of lands made by the 
Northern Pacific Railroad Company up to the present time come within 
a fraction of $4 per acre instead of $2.50, as estimated by the Senator. 

Mr. CALL. Now, Mr. President, here is a great public question, a 
question involving the safety of the Republic, for both political parties 
have asserted, and it is plain to the eye of reason and argument that 
there can be no republican government if there be several hundred 
millions of dollars in value of the public Jand granted without consid- 
eration and as a gift to individuals. Upon that proposition there can 
be no kind of doubt or question that the people of this country will not 
sustain this Congress, and that it can not be covered up by any delusive 
and illusory propositions and arguments in regard to the consideration 
of the construction of a railroad. The necessity of railroads, the ad- 
vantage to the public, the necessity of them to the civilization of the 
country is one thing in which all will acquiesce. The construction of 
them even by donations from the Federal Treasury is another thing, 
which does not concern that question. If it be expedient that the pub- 
lic policy shall be established of building these great public highways 
by donations from the public Treasury, none will contend but that it 
should be limited to the cost of the road. None will deny that in the 
case of the subsidy to the Northern Pacific Railroad it should be a lien 
upon the property returnable to the people in someshapeor form. No 
one can justify the imposition by law being the direct effect of a grant 
of the public lands, of the burden of building a railroad upon the set- 
tlers upon the public lands, taking from them and their hard-earned 
toil the entire cost of a railroad, and then adding to it as much again 
as the cost paid by them, and then give this enormous sum of from six- 
teen to forty million dollars and the franchise and the completed rail- 
road built by the labor and toil of these people to a few individuals who 
manipulate and control and own the stock of the road. That is the 
question that is presented from which there is no escape and no denial, 
and the question is how are we going to deal with this condition of 
things. ' 

We are told by the Senator from Vermont {[Mr. EpmuNps] and 
others that there are differences of opinion in this body and that we 
must respect those differences of opinion, that this great public ques- 
tion must not be dealt with, taken hold of when it comes up, and settle2 
and determined. I am in favor of a final settlement of this question. 
I have no enmity to corporations. I recognize them as an instrument 
of modern civilization. Associated effort, which can only be effective 
in the form of corporate authority, is the great instrument of modern 
civilization; but it is a distinct question whether they should be left 
without restraint, whether railroads should be built by impositions 
upon the settlers and the hard earnings of those who toil upon the public 
lands, and then give them away with two or three times their cost with 
the power of taxation of those people. That is a different and a dis- 
tinct question. That has nothing to do with the utility of railroads, 
nothing to do with the policy of aiding them either by grants of public 
money or otherwise. It is that question of abuse of the legislative 
power of government in making donations of public lands and increas- 
ing the power of individuals to impose unreasonable burdens on the 
country which we have to deal with. 

It is no answer to this line of argument to say that the public in car- 
rying into operation a transportation system Ifas been greatly benefited, 
that freights have been reduced, that transportation has been made 
easy. We have a right to demand that it shall be done with the least 
cost to the people consistent with a reasonable and liberal profit to those 
who engage in these enterprises. 

How did that distinguished man, whose great capacity none will deny, 
the lamented President of the United States, deal with this question 
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when itcamebeforehim? I refer to the late President Garfield. What 
did he say to the American people, with the authority of his great name 
and reputation, with regard to that question which the Senate proposes 
to set aside and not deal with as demanded by the people—the question 
of this vast corporaté interest unrestrained by law, the question of the 
donation of millions upon millions‘of acres of the public land without 
reference to the cost of construction? President Garfield, in his ad- 
dress upon ‘‘ The Future of the Republic,’’ delivered before the literary 
societies of the Western Reserve College, of Hudson, Ohio, on the 2d of 
July, 1873, said: 

All railroad experience has verified the truth of George Stephenson's apho- 
rism, that, ‘‘ when combination is possible, competition is impossible.” 








6 . we * a ” 
it is easy to see that we are repeating the experience of Great Britain on a 
vast scale. We have doubled our miles of railway in the last eight years. In 


the last two years we have built and put into operation 14,206 miles of road— 
more than a quarter of all we had in January, 1871. 

The cost of constructing the roads we are now operating was $3,160,000,000 ; 
and during the year 1872 there were transported by rail more than 200,000,000 
tons of freight. The process of consolidation of our leading lines of roads 
been even more rapid than that of construction, and whatever dan we may 
expect from the system are rapidly culminating to the point of full develop- 
ment. In antagonism to these and to similar combinations of capitalists are the 
combinations of laborers in trades unions and labor leagues. ‘The indications 
are abundant that we shall soon see, set in full array,a conflict between capital 
and labor—a conflict between forces that ought not to be enemies, for labor is 
the creator of capital, which is only another name for accumulated labor. It is 
the duty of statesmanship to study the relation which the Government sustains 
and ought to sustain to this struggle, and to provide that it shall not be the par- 
tisan supporter of either combatant, but the just protector of both. The t 
to labor has not been sufficiently emphasized as one of the rights of man. The 
right to enjoy the fruits of labor has been better secured. 

fn view of the facts now set forth, the question returns, What is likely to be 
the effect of railway and other similar combinations upon our community and 
our political institutions? Is it true, as asserted by the British writer quoted 
above, that the state must soon recapture and control the , or be capt- 
ured and subjugated by them? Or do the phenomena we are witnessing indi- 
cate that general breaking up of the social and political order of modern nations 
so confidently predicted by aclass of philosophers whose opinions have hitherto 
made but little impression on the public mind? 


He then reads the declaration of Fourier sixty-six years ago: 


These dcclarations read something like prophecy, so far as they relate to the 
effects of combined corporations. New mechanical forces have hastened the 
developme::t of corporations since Fourier wrote. We need not take alarm at 
his prophecy of the speedy decay of civilization; but the anal between the 
industrial condition of society at the present time and the feudalism of the Mid- 
die Ages is both striking and instr@stive. In the darkness and chaos of that 
period the fendal system was the first important step toward the organization 
of modern nations. Powerful chiefs and barons intrenched themselves in cas- 
tles,and in return for submission and service gave to their vassals rude P—. 
tion and ruder laws. But as the feudal chiefs grew in power and wealth, they 
became the oppressors of their people, taxed and robbed them at will, and finally, 
in their arrogance, defied the kings and emperors of states. From 
their castles, planted on the great throughfares, they the most capri- 
cious extortions on commerce and travel, and thus gave to modern ienauege the 
phrase “to levy blackmail.” The consolidation of our great industrial and 
commercial companies, the power they wicld, and the relations they sustain to 
the States, and tothe industry of the people, do not fall far short of Fourier’s defi- 
nition of commercial or industrial feudalism. The modern barons,more pow- 
erful than their military prototypes, own our greatest highways, and levy trib- 
ute at will upon all our vast industries. And,as the old feudalism was finally 
controlled and subordinated only by the combined efforts of the kings and the 
people of the free cities and towns, so é6ur modern feudalism can be subordi- 
nated to the public good only by the great body ofthe people acting through their 
governments by wise and just laws. 

o * * * * = * 

States and communities have willingly and thoughtlessly conferred these great 
powers upon railways, and they must seek to rectify their own errors without 
injury to the industries they have encouraged. 

Now, Mr. President, these words of Mr. Garfield, who unquestion- 
ably, whatever may be said of him, was a man of great thought, a man 
of profound reflection, come to us with great foree when we are consid- 
ering the question of dealing in our discretion with a grant of thirty- 
odd millions of acres of the public land over which Congress has plenary 
and absolute power for a railroad constructed outside the terms of the 
law with notice to every one that the law giving that grant had ex- 
pired, for I undertake to say that there is not a single ground of argu- 
ment to the contrary. ; 

It has been said that no lawyer would express an opinion that this 
grant was not vested up to the point of the present completion of the 
railroad company. Why, there is not a decision of the Supreme Court 
and there is nothing but a single decision of the district court in Ore- 
gon and one or two others that has abdicated its sovereign 
power of legislation and created a vested right, in defiance of the power 
and the duty of Congress, to an empire of public land under an act 
which in express terms required that if a certain thing was not done, 
to wit, the completion of the road by a certain time, it should be with- 
out force and effect, or as the Supreme Court says, in the decision that 
I have before me, in words the law is a law as well as a grant and the 
grant is controlled by the law. Without the law it has no existence, 
and the law says it exist only upon condition, a condition which 
was never performed, and to this force and effect is every word of every 
decision, and the single fact that the Supreme Court has said that the 
words ‘‘there shall be and is hereby granted ”’ create a present interest 
is the only foundation of an argument without reason and without 
countenance in the authorities which seeks to overturn the fact that 


the law controls the grant and that it is an act of sovereign legislative 
power for a great public limited by time, because it is absurd 


to say that to do that a hundred years hence which to do to-morrow 
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we had better pay for it out of the public Treasury and pay the . 
able and proper and just cost of the construction of the road thay 
impose upon the people of this country the burden of paying ty, 
three times its value, or to impose it upon that portion of the peop)c., 
this country who live in Oregon, who live in Idaho, who live jy ; 
States and Territories along the line of the road. The policy of 4}, 
law was to say before that country was occupied ‘‘ we will give this |, 
if you will construct this road within the time limited,”’ and in dojy, 
that from this enormous empire, greater than has been acquired by eo, 
quest almost at any period of the history of the world by the srmi. 
of one nation from another—from this greaf empire of public Jang 
this act of Congress 
paid out of the labor and toil of the people who settled upon it whatever 
might be demanded as the cost of the construction of the road, which 
even at the present value of this land would realize to the grantees 
probably $100,000,000 more than the entire cost of construction of the 
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would be of great public service would be a compliance with the i 


necessities and the public uses. Therefore time is of the essenc:. : 
law, made so expressly by the reason of the act itself, sustained |), ; 
reason of the law and by the public an 
Therefore I undertake to say that neither can there be an arguy 
pretense of an argument or reason for the assertion that the po 
Congress is not absolute and discretionary over this subject. 


licy upon which it was }; 


I undertake further to say that it is a demonstrable fact that i; 


to aid this railroad corporation, if this franchise to this great corp... 
tion of the road built by it does not furnish a compensation for jt; 


ILS Cost 


iso 


making the grant undertook to say there should }. 


railroad. 

Certainly the intendment of the act was that it should be a reasonab), 
costof construction, but, as Mr. Garfield said, these grants were made ny 
reasonably, recklessly, without the limitations which sound policy would 
have imposed, and from the report tothe two Houses of Congress the re. 
port of the president of the company, the report of the auditor, and in 
estimating as the committee of the House did the mean between the 
two reports they find that in addition to paying the entire cost of the 
construction of the road there was a difference of from sixteen to thirt; 
or forty million dollars of profit over and above the estimated cost 0: 
the road, even taking the completed portion of it, and that was at th 
valuation of two dollars and a half an acre for the land. 

Mr.GEORGE. Theentire cost of the road has been estimated by the 
Commissioner of Railroads as $75,000,000; the whole land graut, 4. 
000,000 acres at $4 an acre, would be $168,000,000; deducting 
that $75,000,000, the cost of the road, would leave $93,000,000. 

Mr. CALL. Now, Mr. President, it can not be disguised that wha: 
is proposed and what is sought to be done is a gift of an amount esti 
mated from $16,000,000 to $93,000,000 to some few persons, and that 
this is sought to be covered up under the pretense of vested riglits— 
vested rights under a law that gave notice to every one that they shoul: 
have no existence until the condition upon which the grant was mad 
was performed. Now, what does the “a Court of the United 
States say on that matter? The law as I have said required the cou 
pletion of this railroad by 1879. It has been said that there is v 
equity that arises against the United States because it was not entorce:! 
because Congress took no action, that the law, which is mand.:to 
which by its very nature can not be a law except it is absolute and | 
notice to every one, was set asideand repealed. That is not the natur 
of law. It is not permissive, but itis commanding. It is an exercise 
of sovereign power; it admits of no distinction and of no qualification. 
‘The law said there shall be this grant made on condition that this 
road is completed by a certain time, and not otherwise. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. May I ask the Senator from | joni 
a question right there? 

Mr. C Certainly. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Suppose after the time has expired 
for the completion of the whole road as designated in the act, as lis 
been stated here—I do not know that it is correct—after the 4th o! July. 
1879, that then the Congress of the United’States instead of declaring 
a forfeiture as they undoubtedly had the right to do at that time, }1o- 
ceeded to pass an act granting the same company further privileyes |" 
connection with the road by giving them the right of way throug! !n- 
dian reservations and all that, what effect, if any, in the judgment 0 
the Senator from Florida would that have on the question now uncer 
consideration ? 


Mr. CALL. It would depend entirely upon the language used, aud 
the purpose as declared for which such extension was made. The mere 
wt ok greg Io right to go through an Indian territory would have 
ne do with the land grant. It would not touch the question 
It could not destroy the effect of the exercise of sovereign, absolute lez'>- 
lative power in the original grant. The mere fact that you extended 
the road and provided for it, and by legislation effected its extension 

territory, 


through an Indian would have no connection with the grant 
of lands or or an else with which it was to be done. 
Mr. 


. of . I wish to ask one other question, i! 
the Senator will allow me. 
Mr. CALL. Certainly. 
Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I am not contending to the contrary, 


for the present at least. I simply wish to have the views of the 5en- 


* 
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ator upon that question and upon some other questions which have 
been suggested in referenceto this matter. There is one other ques- 
tion I should like to ask the Senator and to have his views upon. 

Mr. CALL. Certainly; I am very glad to hear the Senator. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. It is this: Can there be such a thing 
as a waiver inlaw upon the part of the General Government in refer- 
ence toa land grant by failing to proceed to take advantage of the fail- 
ure to complete the road within the time and declare a forfeiture? 

Mr. CALL. I think not. I think such a thing as that would be a 
clear denial of the force and effect of the law. Nothing can waive a 
law or repeal a Jaw except the sovereign legislative power that enacted 
it, and which by constitutional authority has express power to do it. 
Bat that question has been decided in The United States vs. Clarke 
(8 Peters, 436), confirmed and affirmed by repeated decisions subse- 
quently, and especially in the case from which I read, The United 
States vs. Thompson (98 United States Supreme Court Reports), where 
the court then said: 


The United States ite ) 
the basis of universal consent and recognition, They can not be sued witheut 
their consent. (United States vs. Clarke, 8 Pet., 436.) If they sue, and a bal- 
ance is found in favor of the defendant, no judgment can be rendered against 
them, either for such balance or in any case for costs. (United States vs. Boyd, 
5 How., 29; Reside vs. Walker, 11 id., 272.) A judgment in their favor can not 
be enjoined. (Hill vs. United States, 9 id., 336.) Laches, however gross, can not 
be imputed to them. (United States vs. Kirkpatrick, 9 Wheat, 720.) There is 
no presum of payment against them arising from lapse of time. (United 
States vs. Williams, supra.) They can maintaina suitin their own name upon a 
non-negotiable claim assigned to them. (United States vs. White, 2 Hill, N. Y., 


wine rule of nullumiempus occurrit regi has existed as an element of the English 
law from a very early period. It is discussed in Bracton, and has come down 
to the presenttime. It is not necessary to advert to the qualifications which 
suceessive Parliaments have appliedtoit. = = are” 

The common law fixed no time as tothe bringing of actions. Limitations de- 
rive their authority from statutes. The king was held never to be included, un- 
less exp! named. No laches was imputable to him. These exemptions 
were fow upon considerations of public policy. It was deemed important 
that, while the sovereign was engrossed by the cares and duties of his oftice, the 
public should not suffer by the negligence of his servants. ‘‘ In arepresentative 
government, where the people do not and can not act in a body, where their 
poweris delegated to others and must of necessity be exercised by them, if ex- 
ercised at all, the reason for applying these principles is equally cogent.”’ 


That answers the Senator from Oregon. If no laches can be imputed 
to the Government,‘if the negligence of the servants of the Govern- 
ment can not affect the law, but it stands until repealed, where can 
the waiver be? A law by your Constitution is repealed, is deprived 
of its force and effect, only by a certain exercise of sovereign legislative 
power. It can not be modified, it can not be diminished, it can not 
be altered in its force or operation except constitutionally by the exer- 
cise of the sovereign legislative power that enacted it. Therefore, if 
it can not be altered or affected or qualified or repealed, there can be 
no waiver of it. Considerations of equity address themselves to the 
general legislative discretion of Congress. 

But what did Mr, Garfield say upon the subject of this question of 
vested rights which are so often interposed to deny and qualify the ex- 
ercise of the sovereign legislative power of the Government? The sub- 
ject is not by any means affected or concerned by this question, because 
it does not arise here. I quote Mr. Garfield, because these questions 
are being forced upon the American mind. The very existence of prop- 
erty depends upon its use in such form that it shall not burden the peo- 
ple of the country with such taxes and such impositions as will make 
life uncomfortable, as will deprive itofeaseand comfort. Theexistence 
of corporate power and property depends, as he says, upon wise and just 
and temperate legislation by the Congress of the United States and by 
the State Legislatures within their respective spheres. He says: 

Since the da: istory , -0- 

lowkave beum huewn an the fing’s highways or the punlic ighways, end 
ve been open to the free use of al], on payment of a small, uniform tax or toll 


to keep them in ae. But now the most perfect and by far the most im por- 
tant roads known to mankind are owned and managed as private property by 
© comparati small number of private citizens. In all its uses the railroad 
of all our roads; and in all the objects to which its work re- 
lates the ay pape is as public as any organization can be. But,in 
the start, it was @ private corporation ; and, so far as its legal status is 
concerned, it Sesmsneapee with eleemosynary institutions and private char- 
ities, and enjoys immunitiesand exemptions, It remains to beseen how 
long the community will suffer itself to be the victim of an abstract definition. 

It will be readily conceded that a ration is strictly and really private 
co. But whem the Stake baa dalapaied to corporation the sovercian rictt ct 

r to a corpo: nm the sovere right o 
eminent domain—the right to take from the private citizen, without his con- 
ae & portion of his real estate a tone —— om mee, eaten, and 

ever or u e uares, streets, churches, anc 
dwellings of cities and towns, eapade. navigable rivers, and over 
it requires a stretch of the common imagination, 
y of the law, to maintain the old fiction that 
such an organization is not a corporation. 

In the famous case it was decided, in 1819, by the Supreme 
beter the United States that charter of Dartmouth College is a contract 
out the consent of cee ot that on ch alteratior fee ie 

ni; any su ion is void, being 

Dido ete Lt thas clause of sod eee aiteer ste States whi ae 

w impairing ° m of contracts. is de- 

cision has stood for more than half a century asa monument of judicial learning 
Ge great safeguard of vested rights. But Chief-Justice Marshall pronoun: 

before the steam-railway was born, and it is clear he did 

rweenn of that havesince come into being. But 

ee of case ane boon extended to the’ whole class of 

including railroad com ‘ 

Bet iow fe teie in their early charters to eatnresorved any effect- 

. 
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ual control of the operations of the corporations they created. In many in- 
stances, like that of the lilinois Central charter, the right to amend was not re- 
served. In most States each Legislature has narrowedand abridged the powers 
of its successors,and enlarged the powers of the corporations; and these, by 
the strong grip of the law and in the name of private property and vested rights, 
hold fast all they have received. By these means not only corporations but the 
vast railroad and telegraph systems have virtually passed from the control of 
the State. It is painfully evident, from the experience of the last few years, 
that the efforts of the States to regulate their railroads have amounted to but 
little more than feebleannoyance. In many cases the corporations have treated 
such effortsas impertinent, intermeddling, and have brushed away the legisia- 
tive restrictions as easily as Gulliver broke the cords with which the Lilipu- 
ians attempted to bind him. In these contests the corporations have become 
conscious of their strength and have entered upon the work of controlling the 
States. Already they have captured several of the oldest and strongest of them; 
and these discrowned sovereigns now follow in chains the triumphal chariot of 
their conquerors. And this does not imply that merely the officers and repre- 
sentatives of States have been subjected to the railways, but that the corpora- 
tions have grasped the sources and fountains of power, and controlled the 
choice of both officers and representatives. 

The private corporation has another great advantage over the municipal cor- 
poration. The jurisdiction of the latter is confined to its own territory; but by 
the recent constructions and devices of the law, a private corporation, though 
it has no soul, no conscience, and can commit no crime. is yet a citizen of the 
State that creates it, and can makeand execute contracts with individuals and 
corporations of other States. Thus the way has been opened to those vast con- 
solidations which have placed the control of the whole system in the hands of 
a few and have developed the Charlemagnes and Cvesars of our internal com- 
merce. 

In addition to these external conquests, the great managers have in many 
cases grasped the private property of the corporations themselves; and the 
stocks which represent the investment have become mere counters in the great 
gambling-houses of Wall street, where the daily ebb and flow of the stock 
market sweeps and tosses the business and trade of the continent 





This is the answer which has been made by a great leader of the Re- 
publican party. This was the answer which the platforms of the Re- 
publican and Democratic parties gave to the question of leaving this 
vast unearned land grant in the possession of a few individuals. No 
proconsular power in the Roman Empire was ever so great as the do- 
minion of the thirty-odd millions of acres of magnificently fertile land, 
to be inhabited by millions of the people of this country, in defiance of 
the public law of the country which dedicates that land to homestead 
settlement, to actual settlement, which recognizes the principle that the 
land of the country belongs to the people who toil and work upon it, 
which the public interest demands shall be in their hands with the 
least possible cost. This is the answer that is given to the proposition 
now made, which is involved in the Senate’s turning its back now upon 
the proposition of forfeiture and attempting to appease the public 
mind by a forfeiture of an insignificant portion of the territory, not de- 
sired by the corporation, over which it has built no road, while the great 
practical question before the country, Shall the unearned grant, un- 
earned within the time specified in the act, be forfeited, is answered by 
non-action and by indirect efforts to confirm it? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The hour of 20’clock having arrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, being the bill 
(S. 1812) to provide for taxation of railroad-grant lands, and for other 

u ; 
. Mr. PLUMB. Pending the consideration of that bill I ask the Chair 
to lay before the Senate the message from the House of Representatives 
in regard to the District of Columbia appropriation bill. 

Mr.GEORGE. IaskunanimousconsentthattheSenator from Florida 
may proceed with his remarks. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon [Mr. 
Dor] has the floor upon the pending bill. 

Mr. PLUMB. So farasI am concerned, when this conference matter 
is out of the way I shall have no objection myself to the Senator from 
Florida proceeding with his remarks within some reasonable limitation. 

Mr. HARRIS. A conference report is always in order. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the action of 
the House of Representatives. 


DISTRICT APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the action of the 
House of Representatives on the bill (H. R. 6397) making appropria- 
tions to provide for the expenses of the government of the District of 
Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, and for other pur- 
poses, non-concurring in certain amendments of the Senate to the bill, 
and asking for a conference with the Senate on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses thereon. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move that the Senate insist on its amendments to 
the bill disagreed to by the House of Representatives, and accede to the 
request of the House for a conference. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the President pro tempore was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. PLUMB, Mr. 
DAWES, and Mr. CoCKRELL were appointed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. GEORGE. I ask the consent of the Senator from Oregon [ Mr- 
DoLpPH] and the unanimous consent of the Senate that the Senator from 
Florida [Mr. Ci] be allowed to proceed and finish his remarks. 

Mr. DOLPH. I wish to make a statement only. I have given way 
the third time when I had the floor to conclude my remarks begun some 
time since. I have no objection to giving way to the Senator from 
Florida to finish his remarks to-day, provided the Senator from Ne- 
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braska [Mr. VAN Wyck] who has charge of the pending bill is willing 
that that should be done. But I do not propose togive away the whole 
of the afternoon, as I have other arrangements. 

Mr. GEORGE. I only ask that the Senator from Florida be allowed 
to finish his remarks. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The bill has been upa great many times for con- 
sideration. It seems to me that it ought to be disposed of. If the Sen- 
ator from Florida is anxious to finish his remarks to-day, of course I 
shall not insist on going on with the unfinished business now. 

Mr. CALL. I had no idea that I was interfering with anybody’s 
time. I supposed the bill on which I was speaking had come up in reg- 
ular order for discussion. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. It will come up in regular order to-morrow morn- 
ing, if it would suit the Senator from Florida as well to finish to-morrow. 

Mr. DOLPH. I do not wish the Senator from Florida to understand 
that I am interposing an objection to his proceeding now. 

Mr. CALL. Certainly not. LIappreciateitentirely. I shall not oc- 
cupy a great deal more of the time of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Pending the unfinished business the 
Senator from Florida is understood to have unanimous consent of the 
Senate to proceed to the conclusion of his remarks. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD LANDS, 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 2172) restoring to the United States certain of the 
lands granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, and to 
restore the same to settlement, and for other purposes. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I have said that there was no ground 
whatever, in my opinion, for any question as to the absolute and un- 
questioned power of Congress over this subject. In the case of The Du- 
buque and Pacific Railroad Company vs. Litchfield (23 Howard, 88), the 
Supreme Court, in deciding the case, say: 

All grants of this description are strictly construed against the grantees ; noth- 
ing passes but what is conveyed in clear and explicit language ; and as the 


rights here claimed are derived entirely from the act of Con, , the donation 
stands on the same footing of a grant by the public to a private company, the 


terms of which must be plainly erin in the statute; and if not thus ex- 
ree can not be implied. (Charles River Bridge vs. Warren Bridge, 11 

There can be no laches against the Government. 
implied power or interest against the public. There can be no implied 
extension of a t not warranted by its express terms. That has 
been the decision not only in this country but in every other country. 
If you will go back to the days of the civil Jaw you will find in every 
system of law the same proposition laid down, and laid down as the 
only security on the part of the commonwealth, of the people, that 
their constitutional rights, their fundamental rights will not be taken 
form them by the negligence, the laches, or the failure of their servants 
to perform the obligations imposed upon them by the law. It would 
be in effect to maintain that the force and effect of law be given as 
against the public right by the failure of a public servant to perform 
his duty. So the Supreme Court, in Gaussen vs. The United States (in 
97 United States Supreme Court Reports, being the eighth volume of 
Ottd), say: 

But laches of the officers or nts of the Governmentis confessedly no bar to 
the assertion of its rights. This is admitted bythe plaintiff in error, and it has 


not been contended in argument, asit could not have been de- 


lly, that 
lay or neglectin prosecuting its claims against the co-sureties of the defendant's 
testator is any bar to this suit. 


I think it is scarcely necessary, as this subject has been so fully and 
thoroughly investigated, to citeany furtherauthority. In 21 Wallace, 
in the celebrated case of Schulenberg vs. Harriman, the Supreme Court, 
in laying down the doctrine on which this power must be exerercised, 
say: 

In what manner the reserved rights of the ntor for breach of the condition 
must be asserted so as to restore the estate, depends upon the character of the 
grant, If it be a private grant that right must be asserted by entry or its equiv- 
alent. If the grant be a public one it must be asserted by judicial p' ngs 
authorized by law, the equivalent of an inquest of office found at common law. 
finding the fact of forfeiture, and adjudging the restoration of the estate on that 
aveanl, or there must be some legislative assertion of ownership of the property 
for breach of condition, such as an act dec’ the on and appropria- 
tion of the property, or that it be offered for sale or settlement. 

In an earlier case, United States vs. Repentigny (5 Wallace, 258), the 
court say: 

The mode of ascertaining or assuming the forfeited grant is subject to the leg- 
islative authority of the Government. ie may be after judicial in on,or 
by woking possession directly under the authority of the Government, without 
these prelimi proceedings. In the present instance we have seen the laws 
have been extenuen over this tract, the lands surveyed and on sale, and con- 
firmed to the oceupants or purchasers, and in the mean e an opportunity 
given to all settlers and claimants to come in before a board of commissioners 
and exhibit their claims, This is alegislative equivalent for reunion [re-entry?] 


by office found, 

If this doctrine be true, if it be true that the law be as Blackstone 
declares it to be, an exercise of the power of asovereign, mandatory and 
absolute in its nature, if it be true that a law can be repealed only by 
the sovereign legislative power that enacted it, then there is no ground 
or reason for holding that there can be a waiver, that there can be a 
modification of the terms of that law save by the legislative 
power, ‘There can be no doubt of the proposition that, however present 





There can be no 
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may be the interest vested in the grantee, it is only the interest created 
by the law; it is only the creature of the law that has life; it is not ; 
child born without law and living in defiance of law. ’ 

We would scarcely call that reasoning which says that the law can be 
waived by the neglect of the executive department of the Governmen; 
or by the neglect of the Congress to act in the mode prescribed by the 
Constitution. The law must stand, if it be a law, until it is repealed. 
and there can be no ideas, no reasoning in contravention of this propo- 
sition. 

Then if it be true that there can be no laches as against the Goyerp- 
ment, and reasons of grave public policy demand it, if it be true as was 
asserted by Mr. Garfield, by the Republican party, by the Democratic 
party, that the interests of this country demand that the public lands 
shall be given to actual settlers, that vast empires shall not be concen- 
trated in individual hands, if it be true as a matter of economy that 
when railroads are built and required to be constructed within a defi- 
nite and given time aided by grants of public land or public money 
one hundred years is not a compliance with the grant when ten years 
is specified, if it be true that within ten or twenty years in this Republic 
a territory which was a wilderness when a grant was made may become 
a vast industrial community with thousands and tens of thousands of 
productive laborers and industries upon it, if it be true that it would 
bea stultification and an act of folly to say that that might be done in 
twenty years which the law requires to be done in ten years, when a 
vast population had in the course of events, from economic causes, been 
transplanted upon that territory, and that still the letter and the spirit 
of the law requires that it should be done—even if all this were true, I 
stand here to-day in my place ts say that I should prefer to vote from 
the public Treasury the money to pay the reasonable and just cost of 
construction of any railroad rather than to impose the burdens of an 
unlimited purchase-price and an unlimited taxation in the interest of 
securities issued far beyond the just and proper cost of construction, or 
in the interest of giving value to the fraudulent and spurious securities 
which are proved by the report made and discussed here in this body 
within ten days. upon the interstate-commerce bill, alluded to in the 
speech of the Senator from Texas, to be between $3,000,000,000 and 
$4,000,000,000 of fictitious value with a power of taxation upon all 
production and upon all transportation. 

I have no hesitation in saying that the neglect or failure to forfeit 
these unearned land grants will be directly in the interest and for the 
protection of this vast mass of three or four thousand millions of fraudu- 
lent securities, fictitidus securities at least, but fraudulent in the sense 
that they are without real value and carrying with them a living power 
= taxation of $400,000,000 annually upon the people of the United 

tates. 
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 0. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had yes- 
terday approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 670) to increase the pension of the widow of the late Com- 

er T. A. Craven; 

An act (S. 91) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to grant a right of 
way for a railroad and telegraph lines through the lands of the Choc- 
taw and Chickasaw Nations of Indians to the Saint Louis and San 
Francisco Railway Company, and for other purposes;’’ 

An act (8. 788) granting a pension to John L. Bruce; 

An act (S. 895) granting a pension to Rachel Fleming Cellar; 

An act (S. 1124) granting a pension to William Bethuren; 

An act (S. 1169) granting a pension to John 8. Bridges; 

An act (8S. 1235) granting an increase of pension to Joseph W. Rhine 
halt; 

An act (S. 1257) granting a pension to Henry Shively; 

An act (8. 1348) granting a pension to Sarah E. Henry; 

An act (8. 1770) granting a pension to J. H. Thornbury; 

An act (S. 2022) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Hattie A. 





TAXATION OF RAILROAD LAND GRANTS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Harris in the chair). The Sen- 
ate resumes the consideration of unfinished business. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (8. 1812) to provide for taxation of railroad-grant lands, 
and for other the pending question being on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Hoar to add: 

That not more than 640 acres of the lands sold under the provisions of this 
act shall be purchased by any one person, or r be acquired or 


owned or held in trust for any one person; andany title or interest acquired in 
violation hereof shall be forfe' States, 


or other process whatever. 

ThePRESIDINGOFFICER. TheSenator from Oregon [Mr. Dorr 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President, the importance of the bill under con- 
sideration is my excuse for any more of the time of the Senate 
upon it. When I had the floor before upon this bill I stated that I had 
joined in the report of the committee; I believed some legislation 
was necessary to make the lands granted to railroad companies taxable 


ted to the Unitéd without any act of entry 
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in cases where they had been improved and made productive, and that 
this bill appeared to be the best measure that the wisdom of the com- 
mittee could devise, or at least that they could agreeupon. I detailed 
the process by which railroad lands are segregated from the public do- 
main. I referred to the fact that a grant of lands in place does not carry 
with it all the odd sections within the limits of the grant, but that 
there were certain exceptions in all the railroad grants, such as mineral 
lands, Jands within Indian reservations and military reservations, lands 
which had been previously granted, lands which had been occupied 
under the homestead and pre-emption laws and were therefore sepa- 
rated and withdrawn from the great body of the public lands; that be- 
fore it could be determined that any section or legal subdivision of 
public lands was included in the grant to a railroad company it was 
necessary to have an official segregation; that this was done by a pro- 
cess called “‘listing,’’ a selection of the lands supposed to be embraced 
within the grant, in the local land office, from the maps and records of 
the office; that when these lists were made up they were sent to the 
De ent of the Interior to receive the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior, and until that approval was had the lands could not be 
said to have been officially ascertained to belong to the railroad com- 
MT aseeed to a report recently made by the Secretary of the Interior 
in regard to the number of acres of land which had been surveyed 
within the limits of the Northern Pacific grant, the number of acres of 
land which had been selected, and the number of acres which had been 
approved. It there appears that out of about 21,000,000 acres of land 
surveyed within the limits of the grant there had been selected by that 
company something over 11,000,000 acres, of which only a trifle over 
700,000 acres had been approved to the company. Evidently the De- 
partment of the Interior was not willing to proceed with the certifica- 
tion of these lands while the question of the right of forfeiture and the 
question of the title of the company was unsettled. I also said that 
we were proposing in this case in effect to turn over the power, which 
under the present laws and regulations of the Interior Department is 
exercised by the Secretary of the Interior, to the local assessors and to 
permit them to determine for themselves, for the purposes of taxation, 
what lands are the lands of the railroad company. 

Now, while this may be the best measure that can be secured, it will 
be apparent to every one, I think, that it will not be executed without 
difficulties; and I desire to call attention to the provisions of this bill, 
and especially the attention of those Senators who contend that the 
entire land grant of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company and of 
other railroad companies which have failed to construct their entire 
roads within the time limited in the granting acts can be forfeited. 
Commencing in the twelfth line of this bill is the following proviso: 


Provided further, That this act shall apply only to lands situated opposite to 
and conterminous with completed portions of said roads, and in organized coun- 


ties. 

The effect of that provision is plainly that the lands which are situ- 
ated opposite to and conterminous with the completed portions of the 
road may be taxed as the lands of the railroad company; and that prop- 
osition, in my judgment, is entirely incompatible with the idea that 
those lands are forfeitable or will be forfeited by Congress notwith- 
standing the provision contained in the third section of the bill that 
this act shall not affect the right of the Government to declare forfeit- 
ure of any lands so granted. For my part I do not object to that pro- 
vision, because I believe, as I stated on a former occasion, that when- 
ever a section of road under these grants has been completed and 
commissioners have been appointed and have examined it, and they 
have reported that it has been constructed in accordance with the terms 
of the granting act and the President has accepted it as such, the grant 
for that section becomes absolute, is no longer defeasible, and is beyond 
the power of Congress. ‘Therefore, as I say, I find no fault with this 
provision, but I call attention to it as proceeding upon a theory en- 
tirely incompatible with that advocated by the Senator from Florida 
[Mr. CALL] when on the floor to-day. 

There were before the committee two distinct propositions. One was 
a to declare by law that these railroad lands should be taxed, 
or t be taxed by the States, Territories, and other municipalities 
in w they are situated. Another proposition, and the one which 
prevailed, was for the United States to provide by law that the lien ot 
the Government for the cost of selecting, surveying, and patenting 
should not prevent the taxation of these lands for local purposes. here 
were three ways to accomplish this. It was proposed that the United 
States should repeal the act or acts which required the railroad com- 
panies to pay these costs, they being trifling in amount, and thus re- 
move this obstacle to the taxation of the lands. That the committee 
were unwilling todo. It was said that that would be, in effect, giving 
so much money to the railroad companies. 

There was another proposition, which was to provide that these costs 
should be a lien upon the lands, but that the railroad com- 
= if they did not pay them within a given time should be sued 

the Government and judgment obtained and the costs collected by 
legal process. The majority of the committee were not willing to waive 
the lien of the Government. Consequently the other proposition was 

is, to provide that the United States would step out of 





































the way so far as its lien was concerned, and remove that obstacle to 
the taxation of these lands, and also provide that if the costs of sur- 
veying and selecting and patenting were not paid within a reasonable 
time after demand, it should be the duty of the Attorney-General to 
sue the parties liable for them. 

As I said before, the execution of this bill will be accompanied with 
difficulties. One objection in the opinion of some no doubt will be 
that it in effect declares that the lands which lie conterminous to the 
completed road shall be taxable as the lands of thecompany. Another 
objection to the bill is that it allows every local assessor, every clerk 
of a school district whose duty it is to make an assessment for school 
purposes, every assessor of a city or incorporated municipality, every 
assessor of acounty, in any of the States or Territories where these lands 
lie, to determine for himself whether they are included in or excepted 
from the operation of the granting act, whether they are mineral lands, 
whether they are lands within the limits of reservations, or whether 
they had been sold previous to the passage of the act, so that the com- 
pany does not take them underitsgrant; ina word, todetermine whether 
the lands are or are not the property of the railroad company for the 
purpose of taxation. Of course mistakes will be made; lands which 
belong to the Government will be assessed, taxed, and sold, and there 
will be more or less confusion growing out of the exercise of the taxing 
power before the railroad lands have been officially segregated and iden- 
tified. 

There is another matter to which I desire to call attention, and I can not 
better illustrate it than by reference to the grant of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company in Montana. The road of that company in Montana 
is about 800 miles long. I am told the amount of their grant is about 


21,000,000 acres in Montana alone, and that of the 21,000,000 acres 


there is not exceeding a million and a half acres that is of any value for 
agricultural purposes. That being the case, there must be a large 
amount of land in that Territory that the company will probably not 
pay taxes upon. That Jand will undoubtedly be assessed as fast as it is 
surveyed. ‘There is no reason why the surveys should be delayed, be- 


cause as fast as the surveys are made the company is required to pay 


the costs of survey, and that vast body of land will within the near 
future undoubtedly be put up for sale, and the best portions of the lands 
will be purchased by people who know where the valuable sections and 


smaller subdivisions lie; and I fear that the result will be that large 


bodies of these lands will pass into the hands of private owners. 

A much better plan, in my judgment, than that proposed by the bill 
under consideration would have been to have settled this question as 
to whether the lands which lie adjacent to constructed roads belong to 


the company or not, and to haveauthorized the Secretary of the Interior 


to approve to the companies lists of such landsas belongtothem. That 
would at once make over 11,000,000 acres of the lands of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company taxable without question, because they would 
be patented at once; and then if the companies entitled to these grants 
would not proceed to select their lands in the manner provided by the 
regulations of the Interior Department within a reasonable time, to pro- 
vide that they should within twelve months or some other reasonable 
time after the surveys are extended proceed to select their lands under 
certain penalties for default to be provided. 

Those two simple provisions would have met and solved. this whole 
question of taxation and would have permitted these lands to be segre- 
gated and oflicially identified by the Secretary of the Interior. 

There was no provision of law requiring the Northern Pacific to pay 
the costs of selecting, surveying, and patenting its lands until 1870. 
Whatever may be the hardship to the company, whatever may be the 
disadvantages to the Government, whatever may be the effect of this 
bill in enabling persons and corporations to obtain title to large tracts 
of land covered by railroad grants and on which the company do not 
choose to pay taxes, the company and the Government will be placed, 
if this bill becomes a law, in precisely the same attitude toward this 
question of taxation as they occupied prior to the act of 1870; and itis — 
upon that ground that I joined in the report of the committee upon 
this bill, although I think in the interest of the Government and in the 
interest of settlers something better might have been proposed. 

Now, I desire to call attention for a moment—as I am about to leave 
the Senate Chamber to attend a meeting of the Committe on Commerce 
that has the river and harbor bill under consideration—to the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. BLarr] and 
adopted by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. This amend- 
ment proposes— 

That lands purchased by the Government shall be restored to the public do- 
main and disposed of as now provided by the laws relating thereto. 

I suggested the other day, and it seemed to meet with no opposition, 
that there should be inserted in this amendment the words *‘ and not 
redeemed,’’ because under the laws of perhaps all the States and Ter- 
ritories there is a certain time given for redemption from tax-sales of 
land, and if the owner comes forward and redeems the land within the 
time and before the deed is made to the purchaser the title does not 
pass, and in such a case we ought not to provide that the land should 
be restored to the public domain. 

I should like to inquire of the Senator what he means by the word 
‘preferred ’’—‘ preferred purchaser?’’ ‘‘ Lands sold for taxes’’ are 
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sold at public sale, 
least subdivision which will pay all the taxes against the i in- 
dividual owning the land being sold. I think the word “‘ preferred ’’ 
here would be inoperative. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not think it important that the word remain 
there. It was only designed in case there were not purchasers that the 
Government should take the land. Iam not particular about the word 
remaining. 

Mr. DOLPH. Now, I will make a further suggestion. 
any question about the power of the United States to purchase land, it 
would require an amendment of the Constitution to authorize it. I ‘do 
not think there is any question. 

Mr. BLAIR. ‘We purchased Louisiana. 

Mr. DOLPH. We purchased Louisiana; we purchased Florida; we 
purchased a portion of Mexico; we purchased Alaska. 

Mr. BLAIR. And we have purchased sites for public buildings. 

Mr. DOLPH. Ido not think there is any question about the power; 
but what I am coming to now is that the Senator’s amendment, which 
I believe to be a good one if it is put into ashape to accomplish the pur- 
pose designed, does not accomplishit. It provides that ata sale of land 
under the provisions of this act the United States may become a pre- 
ferred purchaser. ‘The United States has power to purchase now, but 
if we want the United States to purchase we must authorize.some one 
to act for the United States and to use the money of the United States 
for the purpose of making the purchase. The criticism I would make 
on the Senator’s amendment is that to accomplish his purpose he should 
authorize the Secretary of the Interior or some other representative of 
the Government to purchase these lands for the United States, instead of 
providing that the United States may become a purchaser, which we 
know they may do if they have the constitutional power. We must 
authorize some one to act for the United States, to use the money of the 
United States to make the purchase, in order to make the amendment 
operative. I submitthat for the consideration of the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

Now, I desire to say something in regard to an amendment that is to 
be proposed. The amendment I refer to is the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar], which is: 

That not more than 640 acres of the lands sold under the provisions of this act 
shall be purchased by —s one person, or shall r be acq or owned 
or held in trust for any and any title or interest acquired in viola- 


© person 
tion hereof shall be forfeited to the United "states without any act of entry or 
other process whatever. 


[ called attention a moment ago to the theory of this bill which is 
not to providea flirmatively that lands in this State or that Territory 
shall be taxable, or that an table interest in lands shall be tax- 
able, or a legal interest only ehall be taxable; but the theory of the 
bill is for the United States to get out of the way, to provide that its 
lien for the costs of surveying, &c., shall not be an obstacle in the way 
of the local taxation of these lands. What does the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts by his amendment propose to do? He proposes to step in 
and deal with these lands as if they were still the lands of the Govern- 
ment, as if we were by this bill authorizing States and Territories to 
tax the Government — and a_i attach a condition to the 
fee of these lands, a condi to run with the land forever, 
that at tax-sales which may aan held under the laws of the States and 
Territories, no man shall purchase more than 640 acres, and no man 
shall thereafter acquire more than 640 acres of the lands so sold. 

Why, sir, ifwe were simply — in this bill (which we are not) 
that the lands of the United States shall be taxed, submitting these 
lands to taxation, treating them as landsof the United States, I donot 
believe it would be competent for Congress to attach a condition which 
would restrict their alienation for all time to come. But when we 
consider the fact that we are not by this bill attempting to proyide that 
the lands of the railroad company shall be taxed, or how theyshall be 
taxed, or how they shall be sold, or in what quantities, the want ofau- 
thority on the part of Congress to enact such a provision appears to me 
to be still more apparent. By what warrant of theConstitution would 
Congress undertake to say that the lands of a railroad company in a 
State or Territory sold for taxes should only be purchased in quantities 
of 640 acres? While if Congress had power to make such a provision 
it would remedy one of the difficulties I have already referred to that 
may grow out of this bill it is clear to me there is no power on the part 
of Congress todo it. We must treat these lands as the lands of the 
railroad companies and say they may be taxed so far as the interests 
of the Government in them is concerned, or treat them as the lands of 
the Government and say they shall not be taxed. 

Does any Senator suppose that if we provide that all the lands here- 
tofore granted to railroad companies which are conterminous with com- 
pleted roads shall be taxed and may be sold and the purchaser shall pay 


the costs of surveying and and Notwithstanding wehay is ever 
going afterward to turn around and say, ‘* Notwii we have said 


these lands may be taxed as the lands of the railroad and 
may be sold and the purchasers may step in and the obliga- 
tions of the railroad company and receive the title to the instead 


of the company we are going to turn around and forfeit them orattempt 
to forfeit them?’’ Congress would not be guilty of such an incon- 
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If there is ; its execution. The proper thing to do would be to deal with ey 








So I say to those Senators who contend for such 
Congress that this bill proceeds upon entirely a different 
that. 

That is all I desire to say. The bill isimportant. Some legis}.;; 
is necessary. This bill may be the best that can be had. | thin nk n¢ 
I think there might have been a better bill; but I am ready 
for this. I desired, however, that the Senate should understand 4)) 
the difficulties which, in my judgment, will arise under this })j}) ;, 


& power in 
theory { 


tion of forfeiture at once, and determine the question of title, and t},). 
settle the questionof taxation. The lands of the railroad eapenien wil 
be taxed when they obtain title. Congress oughtto direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to proceed to certify the lands to the companies whic), ;, 
the judgment of Congress belong to them, and thus make them subje on 
to taxation, and then if necessary to require by stringent legislation the 
companies that do not select their lands within a reasonal, le time t 
make the selections. That was in my opinion what should have je 
done, but that was not the opinion of a majority of the committee. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, I have no desire to detain the Sey.:, 
on this bill. I do not think there will be any serious difference o 
opinion about the propriety of its passage, but it is proper that | sho ul 
state the facts upon which it is based and the theory of the comm 
in regard to it. 

In reference to the most considerable railroad grants in the United 
States, those to the Union and Central Pacific Railroads and to ;)), 
Northern Pacific Railroad, there was a reservation practically of tit) 
in the United States until such time as the railroad companies should 
pay for the cost of surveying and selecting and conveying the lands ic 
the companies. .That reservation in the case of the Union and Centr, | 
Pacific was contained in the twenty-first section of the act of 1564, |). 
ing the amendatory act under which the railroads were subsequent|) 
constructed. In the case of the Northern Pacific road it was not in- 
serted in the grant, but was inserted in a subsequent act of Congres 
In the case of the Union Pacific I have no doubt it was designed to « 

a burden upon the company by requiring them to do that which we 
for the legislation would not otherwise be done, and would have r 
sulted in loss to the Treasury; but it practically resulted in their favo. 
because it enabled them by withholding this small payment of about 
four or five dollars to the quarter-section to prevent the payment 0 
taxes in the localities in which the lands were situated. Originally 1 
was held otherwise, and in the State of Kansas the lands were taxe: 
but in the case of the Railroad Company vs. Prescott, treasurer of Jc: 
County, the Supreme Court decided that so long as the surveying foes 
remained unpaid there was a title in the Government which could not 
be subjected to taxation, and recently the Supreme Court has rendered a 
similar decision in the case of the Northern Pacific lands. 

It therefore appears that the Government of the United States for 
the purpose of recovering to itself this surveying fee is preventing th 
taxation of these lands by the local authorities of the localities in 
which the lands are situated. This has been going on for a long tim: 
and it is time that the lien of the Government was lifted or that some- 
thing was done which would permit these lands to be subjecte: to tax- 
ation as other lands are. 

The statement has been made by the Senator from Oregon ani |) 
others that the Government itself has been to some extent derelict |x 
cause it has not certified these lands to the railroad companies, 211 th: 
therefore the com have no title—I mean in cases where they ha\ 
tendered the fees—and that there has been no title which could be mace 
the subject of taxation, and that as long as the Government was thu: 
delinquent it was not fair to regard the railroad companies as deliu- 
quent. But the fact is that notwithstanding the lack of certification 
whether it be due to the failure of the railroad companies or to that 0! 
the Government, the railroad companies have sold their lands fir |! 
advance of any payment by them of fees or any tender by them of tees. 
and far inadvancealso of any certification by the Government. Ther- 
fore they have had the use sanetiailily of these lands for the purpos 
of sale. 

I am not aware that in any case they have withheld the lands trom 
sale. On the completed of their railroad they have mortgagc 
them all in advance, and therefore had the benefit of the credit w hi 
the lands gave them for the purpose of floating the bonds which ') 
put upon the roads. 

Then, as I stated, in addition they have been able to find and have 


i 


found for these lands far i in advance of any certificatio: 
So they have been in actual ion for all practical purposes of t! 
— just as completely as had a patent. 

n this condition of the Government of the United St‘ 


comuniiniia localities in which the lands lie from levying upon the 
the taxes which they ought to bear as their fair proportion of the | 
dens of the Government which protects them in the exercise 0! t!\ 
property. And by reason of this withholding by the maintenance: © 
this Government lien the effect is, as these lands have not been subject 
to taxation, that the taxes on the lands of private persons in these loc’: 


ties have been y 
This bill to take away this Government lien as a barric! |» 
the taxation of the lands which have been granted to the railroad ©" 








1886. 





panies. It does not deal with the question directly as to the authority 
of the localities in which they lie to levy taxes when the Government 
lien is removed. It simply takes that lien out of the way and says that 
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| or enforee a forfeiture of any lands so granted.’’ Does the Senator bold 


whatever authority exists independently of that lien may be exercised ' 


by these different localities. 

“Mr. President, there are other questions that will naturally come up 
in the course of the exercise of jurisdiction by the localities in which 
these lands are located, which may affect in some way the validity of 
these grants. They are liable to affect not only the validity of the 
grants, but the extent of the grants where there is no question about 
their validity. Naturally the question will come up when you get on 
to the borders of this land as to whether a particular tract was included 
within the grant or not. That is a question which the committee did 
not feel like entering into. It is a question about which Congress can 
not act unless it is ready to take up and adjust every single question 
that can arise growing out of these grantsofland. Therefore the com- 
mittee said: ‘* The Government has heretofore stood in the way, and by 
the exertion of its lien for the cost of surveying and selecting and con- 
veying these lands has preverted their being taxed. It will now take 
that lien out of the way and will leave Colorado, Nebraska, California, 
Montana, Oregon, Washington Territory, and all the localities in which 
these lands lie the right to go ahead, the lien of the Government to the 
contrary notwithstanding, and to settle for themselves all these other 
questions that arise just the same as they do in the exercise of all their 
taxing power when they come to deal with the question of the owner- 
ship of real estate or other property which is subject to taxation.”’ 

We enter on nodoubtful ground. Itis simply an exercise of honest, 
fair dealing under the principles of justice upon the part of the Gov- 
ernment with regard to these new communities struggling as all new 
communities especially have to do with the difficulty of making both 
ends meet between the raising and the expenditure of revenue. 

Mr.BROWN. Do you tax any man’s land before a patent is issued? 

Mr. PLUMB. We do not provide for taxing these landsatall. We 
simply say that whatever power exists in these communities to tax shall 
not be interfered with by reason of the Government lien. We simply 
take the Government out of the way. We do not confer any power. 
We leave that to be dealt with under the organic act of the Territories 
or under the laws of the several States. Whatever power they have 
independently of this Government lien we provide that they may go 
on and exercise. The Senate will see that we intrude ourselves in no 
wise to raise the question of taxation, but leave those localities to set- 
tle this question precisely as they do in regard to individual holdings. 

I might say a great deal about the burden which this Government 
lien has inflicted on the communities through which these railroads 
run. The Union Pacific Railroad in the State of Kansas not only has 
not paid its taxes, but it hassold land on eleven years’ time, one of the 
considerations of the purchase being that the railroad company should 
not take out the title, should not pay and discharge this lien, but should 
carry the non-taxable condition of the land forward for eleven years in 
the hands of a private purchaser, and, as the Senator from Wisconsin 
[Mr. SPOONER] suggests, they get a higher price for the land in con- 
sequence of their ability to allow it to escape for eleven years the bur- 
den of taxation, while all around the hardy settlers who have made 
taat country what it isare paying additional burdens by reason of the 
fact that the Government has stood in the doorway with this lien to 
prevent the locality from taxing them. It is not necessary to go es- 
pecially into that. 

Independent of all that, this bill is entirely justified. The Govern- 
ment has no right to substantially part with its title, to put it in the 
power of any one to sell, to mortgage, to speculate in the lands of the 
United States, and then prevent the localities in which those lands lie 
from having the benefit of them as property upon which taxes can be 
levied. So, independent of the special hardships in this case and which 
are notalone pertinent to Kansas but apply to Nebraska, Colorado, and 
other communities through which the Union Pacific Railroad runs, and 
also to all the communities through which the Northern Pacilic runs, 

as I said before, under a recent decision of the Supreme Court 
the Northern Pacific is in the same category with the Union Pacitic. 
Congress having intended to put on them the burden of paying the cost 
of these lands, the Supreme Court held that that lien remains 
witha consequent title on the part of the Government, and the new 
communities of Dakota and Montana are prevented from taxing those 
though the company has mortgaged them and is selling them, and 
all the authority any owner can over any portion of his 
property. The communities through which the railroad is built are 
on all the operations of government, building school-houses, 
them with teachers, organizing cities and towns, and sub- 
themselves to taxation for the purpose of the protection of life 
property, and are all the taxes, while the railroad company 
share ts from governmentand pays none of the 

hat it pays on its road-bed and k. 

Cotainiy: a question for information? 

At what period in the history of a land grant toa 
does the Senator hold that the lands ought to become taxable 
t7 tho local authorities? I see the third section of the bill provides 
nothing in this act shall prevent the right of Congress ‘‘ to declare 
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that the lands are taxable before they are completely earned, 
forfeiture can be declared ‘ 

Mr. PLUMB. So far as that is concerned, that is a question which 
is not attempted to be settled by this bill. We simply say that what- 
ever right these communities have with reference to taxing these lands 
as other property is taxed we will not interfere with. We therefore 
withdraw the Government lien. The third section, which provides 
that this shall not be construed as in any wise affecting the right of the 
Government to declare a forfeiture, is a very proper provision to be in- 
serted, because no one, I take it, desires to confirm by legislation now 
any land grant to any railraad company, and this onl: 
inference. 

I see what is in the Senator's mind. He is thinking of a case where 
by the withdrawal of our lien a community might tax these lands, and 
yet thereafter Congress might declare a forfeiture. That would simply 
bring into exercise at once the conscience of Congress. Congress in for- 
feiting a land grant undoubtedly would provide for the payment of 
Waatever money had been invested in the payment of taxes on the 
land. It has ample authority also over all the agencies of the Terri- 
torial government. It may provide that the Territories which had 
levied these taxes should repay them if it were necessary; but I have 
no fear that Congress in the exercise of any power of forfeiture hereafter 
will do any injustice to any individual who may buy these lands by 
reason of the fact that we have taken our lien off them, so that they 
may be made subject to taxation. 

Mr. CHACE. Will not the Senator permit an amendment to that 
effect? 

Mr. PLUMB. Then we simply project ourselves into a condition of 
things that may never exist. 

Mr. CHACE. But such cases may exist. 

Mr. PLUMB. Sach cases do not exist. That is a field which the 
Committee on Public Lands felt that it was not wise to enter into. 
We felt that the least the Government could do and that it ought 
promptly todo was tostand outoftheway. Why should not the Govern- 
ment even give up entirely and relieve the companies from the neces- 
sity of the paymeat of the cost of surveying in order that these lands 
may become subject to taxation, and thereby a source of revenue in- 
stead of a burden to the new communities in which they lie? So far 
as Iam concerned, if it were necessary to do that, which it is not, I 
should be willing to remit to the railroad companies, or to the com- 
munities in which the railroad lands are situated, this entire lien, this 
three dollars and a half or four dollars a quarter-section, or whatever 
it is, so that we might no longer do injustice to these new communities 
which so much need to have the right to tax these lands. But, as I 
said, we simply stand out of the way; we provide that our lien shall 
not be in the way of the taxation of these lands, and we provide that 
whoever purchases the lands at any tax-sale under the laws of any State 
or Territory shall, in addition to the payment of the tax, pay the lien 
of the Government, under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Interior, in such a way that while the Government stands out of 
the way it loses no cent of all the money that it is entitled to receive 
back as the cost of surveying and selecting and conveying these lands. 
Those fees are to be paid by the purchaser at the tax-sale. But I shall 
propose an amendment at the proper time to provide for the repayment 
to the purchaser of any money that may be collected from the railroad 
companies on this account hereafter under the provisions of the second 
section. 

After having given to this subject a great deal of consideration here- 
tofore, having been the author of a bill which has twice passed the Sen- 
ate but failed to pass the other House of Congress, on this subject, I 
do not believe that it is possible to adopt a wiser or better rule than 
the one we have proposed in this bill. The fundamental idea that the 
Government shall stand out of the way, shall cease any longer to in- 
terpose its lien between the taxing power of the communities and the 
railroad companies, I think, is the least we can do, and we ought to 
do that very promptly, I think. 

Mr. GEORGE. I wish toask a question of the Senator from Kansas. 
Does he understand section 3 to mean that this act does not affect any 
other lands than those confirmed to the companies ? 

Mr. PLUMB. No lands whatever that have been made the subject 
of grant shall be in any wise affected in reference to the right of the Gov- 
ernment to forfeit them by the passageof thisact. Ifthere is any form 
of words that will make that any more comprehensive, I ant authorized 
on the part of the committee to accept it. In other words, we did not 
intend to deal with any question except the one of taking our lien out 
of the way in such manner that whatever result follows to other peo- 
ple’s property would follow to the railroad property. 

Mr. EVARTS. I have an amendment to offer. If it be now in 
order I will offer it. If not, I will have it read for information. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
New York will be read for information. The Chair is informed by the 
Secretary that the pending amendment is that offered by the Senator 
from Massachusetts [ Mr. Hoar]. 

Mr. PLUMB. Will the Secretary please report that amendment? 
I was not aware of the fact that it was pending. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report the amend- 
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ment of the Senator from Massachusetts, and then the amendment sug- 
gested by the Senator from New York. 

The SECRETARY. It is proposed to add: 

That not more than 640 acres of the lands sold under the provisions of this act 
shall be purchased by any one person, or shall thereafter be acquired or owned 
or held in trust for any goo gamans and any title or interest acquired in viola- 
tion hereof shall be forfeited to the United States, without any act of entry or 
other process whatever, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSecretary will report the amend- 
ment intended to be proposed by the Senator from New York. 

Mr. EVARTS. The amendment which I ask to have read for infor- 
mation wiil come in on the eighth line of the first section, after the 
word ‘‘therefor,’’ and is of limited extent and operation. 

But this provision shall not apply to lands unsurveyed, nor to lands not ascer- 
tained and allocated as within such grant. 

An objection has been felt and insisted upon in delays of taxation by 
the interval occurring between the issue of the patents and the sala- 
bility or marketable condition of the lands which might be and which 
were availed of by sales by the corporation. As I have conferred with 
my learned friend the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLumB], I believe 
there is no objection felt to the first member of this clause, to wit: 

But this provision shall notapply to lands unsurveyed. 


Mr. PLUMB. The committee did not think that the bill covered 
unsurveyed lands because unsurveyed lands can not be made the sub- 
ject of that description which would make a levy of tax upon them pos- 
sible. Therefore, there is no objection to making that certain. 

Mr. EVARTS. My learned friend is therefore willing that it should 
be certain. Thesecond member of the amendment that I offer is simply 
to have it appear that the tax shall not be exacted from the railroad 
companies until it has been made apparent that the lands on which 
they are to pay the tax are within the grant. That seems to me en- 
tirely reasonable, and it should be suitable to all the purposes of the 
bill, unless it run at all counter to the object of not making taxability 
depend upon the position of the Government, of readiness to receive 
taxes and issue patents. 

If this amendment be admitted it will, I suppose, satisfy all the rea- 
sonable requirements; and perhaps it is not unreasonable that the rail- 
road companies should be called upon to submit to them. It would 
seem to be on principle not at all variant from the rights of the railroad 
companies that they should not be called upon to pay taxes upon lands 
when they were not in position to make sales that would bring the best 
price, for the want of a good title. Absoiute security of that kind can 
not be evidenced in dealing with -railroad grants any more than with 
private ownership until there is consummated in the possession by the 
vendor a patent to the very section or quarter-section that is to be dis- 

of. 

It is, I believe, true, as the Supreme Court has held, and rightly held, 
as we all understand, that the grants are grants in presenti, and do not 
need to be made dependent upon the issue of patents for the validity 
of the right. These railroad companies have been in the habit of sell- 
ing in advance of the patent, and the taxability of what would pass out 
of their ownership into private occupation is what is sought for, and 
properly sought for, if you please for the argument, in taxing them; 
but it does not seem to me at all reasonable that taxation should be 
exacted from a particular lot of land from the railroad companies until 
some action has been taken by the Government which shows that that 
very parcel of land is within the grant. My amendment is intended 
to go no further than that ascertainment. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. Suppose there should be some of this land where 
there has been no legal title vested in the railroad company, to which 
they claim title and over which they exert some degree of authority, 
what would be the condition of the case then? If they are exercisi 
authority over it, if they are seeking to sell it, ought there not to be 
some right to tax the lands that they claim to control? 

Mr. EVARTS. The scheme of this taxation is not made to depend 
upon the fact that the railroad companies have parted with their par- 
* cels and that they are in the hands of private owners; it is seesueliing 
upon the scheme that the lots are the subject of taxation although re- 
maining unsold, because they may be made the subject of sale. 

In the great railroads that traverse the continent no party is more 
interested in the proper conservation of the values of the properties of 
these companies, including the land grants themselves, than the United 
States as the great second mortgagee that is to look out for the protec- 
tion of the Treasury. The Government therefore is interested in deal- 
ing with all these ted lands upon the principle of dealing with 
them as an owner should deal with them in getting the best price by 
a market being sought under the most favorable circumstances of ex- 
posure. 

It has no interest in ee of these lands by these com- 
panies upon a doubtful or a speculative value, from uncertainty either 
in regard to forfeiture or in regard to authenticity of allocation. The 
Government has the same interests, as the great and the second mort- 
gagee on these properties, that the stockholders or those who have to 
come after the first mortgage have, that the sales shoyld be conducted 
and the exaction of taxation should fall upon the true principles that 
govern between owncr as venderand purchaser as Recognizi 


the propriety of having no vague and unsettled space of time by the act 
to be arrived at, as it seems to me, I propose in the interest of all con. 
cerned that the best prices shall come and that taxation shall not f,!) 
prematurely, by desiring that there shall not be this faculty of State 
or local taxation from these railroad companies until it is ascertained 
so as to be in a marketable condition, if not by patent at least by ascer- 
tainment, that the parcel itself is the subject of ownership and the sub- 
ject of sale. 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not know that I have any objection to the first 
branch of the amendment. I will suggest with the consent of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts that his amendment be laid aside informal|y 
until certain amendments which I shall offer from the committee are 
adopted. 

Mr. HOAR. I desired to have my amendment pending in order that 
I may not be compelled to renew it again if I should happen to be ab- 
sent. It was the order of the Senate that it should be treated as pend- 
ing. Iwish to have that order continue, but Iam willing that it shall 
be laid aside temporarily. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the amend- 
ments suggested by the Senator from Kansas will be acted upon, con- 
sidering the amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts as pending. 
The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. PLUMB. In section 2, line 3, after the word ‘‘company,”’ I 
move to insert the words ‘‘or for its use and benefit,’’ so as to read that 
‘lands granted to such company or for its use and benefit.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

TheCurer CLERK. In section 2, line 3, after the word ‘‘ company,” 
it is proposed to insert ‘‘or for its use and benefit;’’ so as to read: 

That if any railroad corporation required by law to pay the costs of survey- 
ing, selecting, or conveying any lands granted to such company, or for its use 
and benefit, by act of Congress, shall for thirty days neglect or refuse to pay 
any such costs, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move to add to section 2 the following words: 

But when any sum shall be collected of such railway company as costs of sur- 
veying, selecting, and conveying any tract of land which shall have been pur- 
anno under the provisions of section 1 hereof, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall out of such collection reimburse said purchaser, his heirs or assigns, the 
amount of money paid by him as the costs of such surveying, selecting, and 
conveying. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Kansas. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB. Inregard tothe amendment of the Senator from New 
York, as I said the committee believed that the bill as limited did not 
authorize the taxing of unsurveyed lands, because until they are sur- 
veyed there is no way whereby they can be described so that they can 
be placed on the tax-list. If it is deemed advisable to make that any 
more certain, speaking for the committee I shall have no objection to 
the first part of the amendment of the Senator from New York, but in 
regard to the latter part I can not agree that that shall be adopted. 

The trouble about this matter heretofore has been that the railroad 
company would not act, and without the action of the railroad company 
the Government would notact. If the Senator’s amendment is inserted 
it will leave the condition of things exactly as it isnow: the railroad 
company will not a surveying, and selecting, and convey- 
ing the lands, and t e Government will not therefore issue the pat- 
ent, which according to the idea of the Senator from New York is the 
way, and the only way, whereby these !ands can be allocated. 

There is no act of tion, of special distinction concerning these 
lands which is not found in the statute granting the same that can be 
exercised or done by the Government except the issuance of a patent or 
a certification which under the law amounts to the same thing as a pat- 
ent. Therefore the one thing between the railroad company and title 
to-day is the issue by the Government of a patent, and it is the only 
thing that can add specification to the particular tracts of land which 
may be known as railroad land within the terms of any act granting 
land to a railroad company. 

In regard to these lands, there are two classes. They are what are 
known as landsin place; that is to say, the icular sections named 
in the statute, as, for instance, the odd sections, which are usually the 
class of sections granted by the various acts of Congress; and the lands 
which are known as indemnity lands. The Pacific railroads have got 
nothing ex lands in place. get no indemnity lands. They 
were entitled to the odd sections within a certain limit on each side of 
the line as definitely located, unless those lands had before that time 
been in some manner from the public domain, or title thereto 
parted with by the United They got no indemnity for the lands 
they lost by reason of the fact that before that time some of the sections 
ee eee 

it is known absolutely and unqualifiedly what lands each 
pope on Ne ere got, because they got all the odd sec- 
tions within the granted ts that were not otherwise disposed of. 
The owners of the Pacific railroads know to-day precisely where their 
lands are and they have been surveyed. They know them for all the 
purposes of and for all the of sale, and there is 
nothing that can be now by the United States Government to 
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farther pick out and select and designate and make certain those sec- 
tions except the issuance of a patent; and that does not make it any 
more certain, because, as I said, the sections are named, and losing the 
sections they get no others. Really a patent would not make it any 
more certain except in some very remote contingency; and as it is the 
fact that the railroad companies have not demanded the patents, and 
that the Government have not issued the patents that makes this diffi- 
culty which we are seeking to avoid, and it would seem to me to be 
worse than useless to provide for re-enacting the same difficulty in the 
bill. 

= it comes to the Northern Pacific grant, which is the other con- 
spicuous one to which the bill would apply, that company got the odd 
sections within certain limits on each side of its constructed line in the 
States through which it passes and within certain broader limits in the 
Territories through which it passes; and if any of those sections had 
been disposed of before by the Government, then they are entitled to 
go into certain other limits outside and select lands in lieu of the place 
jands which they thus lost. 

The way in which those lands are determined is by the company cer- 
tifying to the General Land Office a list of the lands that it has lost; 
that is to say, a list of the odd sections which it would have had except 
for the fact that they have been otherwise disposed of by the General 
Government, and then being authorized to go out into the indemnity 
limits and select other lands in place of the lands so lost, and in select- 
ing they are bound to name the particular section or quarter-section 
which they take. That makes the grant in all those particulars per- 
fectly certain and without any possibility of mistake arising in regard 
to it. 

Whatever is necessary to make thelands certain within the limits of 
the Northern Pacific grant is within the power of the railroad company 
itself; and to say that the lands should not be taxed unless they thus 
made their grant certain would be to say that they should not be taxed 
unless they elect to have them taxed. Thatis thedifficulty with which 
weare confronted now, that they do not elect to have their lands taxed; 
they do not pay the costs of surveying, selecting, and conveying, and 
thus the lands escape taxation. Therefore you would be providing in 
one section that our lien should not stand in the way, and at the very 
next breath providing that a railroad company might at all times in- 

the same objections it has heretofore interposed to prevent taxes 
from being levied and collected. 

I do not suppose that any law ever to be passed will operate with 
absolute equality everywhere and upon all persons, under all circum- 
stances and conditions; but the simple proposition is, that whereas to- 
day we have got a lien amounting toa considerable sum upon this land 
for the cost of survey, and by reason of that the land can not be taxed 
and thereby great burdens fall upon the local communities in which 
the land lies, in consideration of all these things, in view of the exi- 
gencies of the case, the justice of it, the fact that these railroads have 

taxation so long, Congress simply lifts the lien and says that 
whatever other obstacles there may be in the way of the imposition of 
the very proper burdens of government upon this land it shall be treated 
as all other property within the local jurisdiction. 

For these reasons I can not consent to the adoption of the last part of 
the amendment of the Senator from New York. The first part is, as I 
said, what I believe the billtobenow. The last part, in my judgment, 
would render the bill largely if not wholly nugatory. 

Mr. EVARTS. ‘The only answer that I have heard from the Senator 
from Kansas on the second branch of my amendment is that all the 
lands are ascertained and allocated just as distinctly as they can be or 
needtobe. I have only asked that taxation shall not fall until that pre- 


railroad are by those laws well ascertained. 

Very well; I only ask that in this second branch of my proposition 
as in the first about unsurveyed lots, there shall be left nothing open 
for litigation on the part of States and counties, or open for court agi- 
tations on the subject except that very thing, that the present license 
of taxation now given by authority of the United States and thus spring- 


ing into active force immediately by virtue of this proposed law shall 
be exactly on those of land and no others, that are definitely 


ascertained upon the statement of the learned Senator from Kansas. 
But I do desire now that the legislation takes its inception in the au- 
thority accorded by this Government to the States and the counties, 
be a taxation only upon those parcels of land that are 
brought into that condition of ascertainment which the Senator has 
been ready to designate as properly following the lines of these grants. 

Therefore it does not seem to me that there is any better reason for 
objecting to the second branch of my amendment than there was to the 
first; that is, that it is not necessary because the ascertainment and 
allocation has been had. Should it be so declared, then, and only when 


went so far as to assert that everything had been done in the way of 
ascertainment except issuing the patent. Ido not ask so broad a state- 
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ment as that, but I do ask that before the parcels of land are thrown 
open to taxation by the concession of the United States, it shall be only 
upon lands that are ascertained as under the grant; if by the terms of 
the grant, all the better, and that is the view of the Senator from Kan- 
sas. 
Mr. PLUMB. The difference between the Senator from New York 
and myself is just this: I say that the location of the land has already 
been ascertained, and ascertained as soon as the land was surveyed, be- 
cause then we know what the odd sections are; but the Senator wants 
something to be done hereafter in addition to that, and that is what I 
object to, because that must res} with the railroad company itself to 
have it done, and resting with them as heretofore they will not have 
it done, and therefore the lands will continue to escape taxation. 

Mr. EVARTS. That brings it narrower, then. There is not a word 
in this clause which looks to the future. If it has already been done, 
so much the better. If it has not been done, then it may need to be 
done. The language which I propose to insert is: 

But this provision shall not apply to lands unsurveyed, nor tolands not ascer- 
taimed and allocated as within such grant. 

Mr. TELLER. Ifthe land is to be ascertained it must be ascertained 
by some action of the proper department of the Government, and that 
is the Land Office. So the Senator’s amendment is practically a dec- 
laration that there shall be no tax until there is an adjustment of all 
these grants. That is a work which will not be accomplished for many 
years. It would be utterly impossible for the department to ascertain 
and adjust all the difficult contesting questions between settlers and 
the railroad companies for a number of years to come, in regard to a 
portion of this land, at least. 

The person who takes the tax title, who bids at the sale upon the 
theory that this is the property of the railroad company, is the only 
person who can suffer, if the ascertainment has not been made. He 
buys with his eyes open. If it turns out that it is the railroad com- 
pany’s property, the railroad company is not affected. If it turns out 
that it is the property of the Government of the United States, then 
of course the Government of the United States is not affected. If it 
turns out that it is a settler’s property, it is not then taxable because 
the title is still in the United States. 

If the second branch of the amendment of the Senator from New York 
is incorporated in the bill, the bill might as well be dropped. There 
would be no assessment and no taxes levied for years to come under the 
bill, because 1f it means anything it will be when the Land Department 
has declared officially that all of these lands belong tothe railroad com- 
panies, and each section or each fraction of asection, as the case may be, 
it will be necessary that they should certify to somebody or in some 
way declare that it has been determined by the proper authority that it 
belongs to the railroad company, and that can not be done while a single 
quarter-section is in controversy. 

Thequestion was asked by the Senator from Connecticut, when should 
this railroad company pay taxes? When should they do what every- 
body else in the country does, pay taxes upon their property? I say 
whenever they have absolute dominion over it, whenever they have 
earned the land, whenever the Government has surveyed it, then they 
ought to pay thie tax on it, because for all practical purposes it is theirs 
and is so treated by the railroad company. Why should they not pay 
taxes on it when they can sell it, when they can give permission to oc- 
cupy it, when they can realize benefits from the grant? Why should 
they not pay taxes on it as well as sell it ? 

I have no objection to the first provision of the amendment of the 
Senator from New York, because I think that is what the present bill 
means, and practically that is what would be done. No assessor would 
go out and tax unsurveyed land. The impossibility of describing it, 
the impossibility of the purchaser who bought-it at the tax sale find- 
ing it, would render that thing impossible. Everybody understands 
that one of the essentials of a tax title is a proper description. It has 
been held everywhere, and would be held in every community in the 
world, that property must be definitely pointed out before it can be 
taxed, and before it can be sold the deed must convey by boundaries. 
Practically that provision is in the bill now, but I have no objection 
myself to its being put in the bill specifically. 

The Senator from Oregon, speaking of the Northern Pacific, says 
that that company has only received a small proportion of its land and 
that the fault has been with the Department. In 1870, in an appro- 
priation act, there was an appropriation made for the payment of the 
costs of surveys. It was provided that the company should receive no 
further patents or certificates of land until it should have paid the costs 
of surveys, &c. Without noticing that, it being in an appropriation 
act, the Department in 1873 certified some 700,000 or 800,000 acres of 
land to the company. It discovered later that there was about $26,- 
000 due to the Government of the United States, which ought to have 
been paid béfore the patent issued. The company declined to pay. 
They declined to pay upon the ground that they had taken their grant 
without any such provision, and Congress had not the right to insert 
such a provision in the statutes, and thus affect and change their grant. 
That controversy continued until 1882, the matter having been at dif- 
ferent times the subject of more or less diseussion. In May or June, 
1882, the railroad company applied to the Department for the certifi- 
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cation of further lands. 
sioner of the General Land Office, and finally referred to the Secretary 
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The matter was presented to the Commis- | 


of the Interior, and on the 5th of Jane, if I recollect aright, he de- | 


cided that they were liable to pay for these surveys before they were 
entitled to their grant, and they were again notified for the second 


the General Land Office, that until they did pay the $26,000 there 
should be no more certification of lands to the company. 
September, 1882, the company paid the $26,000 and put themselves in 


| sachusetts had been informally set aside, and therefore my 
Later, in | 


such a relation to the Department that they were entitled to have the | 


land certified to them as they paid up. So it was not the fault of the 


to 1882 there was no land certified to them at all. 
Under the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States there 





JUNE 2, 


I think there will be no objection to the first part of th 


ment. 

ment. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senato; ; 

New York [Mr. EvaRts] is not now pending, but the amendmo. 


- dinend. 


| the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar}. 
time, as they had been notified in 1874 by the then Commissioner of | 


Mr. EVARTS. Isupposed the amendment of the Senato 
might be now in order. 

Mr. PLUMB. That was the understanding, think. T), 
from Massachusetts had no desire to have his amendment com, 


Lal 


| til the other amendments were offered. 
Department, but it was the fault of the company itself that from 18753 | 


is not any necessity that this company should have a patent; they have | 


got an absolute grant and all they need with a patent is to show that 
they have got it. 
patent as with it, and neither they nor any of these railroad companies, 
with rare exceptions, have been anxious tohave their patents. I think 
[ may state it as a rule that the railroad companies have not demanded 
patents or certifications of title except when they wanted to sell and 
when the purchaser demanded of them some evidence of title. They 


have studiously as a rule refused to pay the cost of the survey and the | the amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts was pending 


cost of the selection and have kept just suflitient title in the Govern- | 


ment of the United States, ashadowy, doubtful title, but just sufficient | Senator from Massachusetts be interposed at a point succeed 


so that the Supreme Court would always interpose and say, 
possibility that the land may revert to the United States because you 
have not paid the $3 or $4 a quarter-section, and therefore the land 
is not to be taxed.’’ It is upon that theory that the taxes have not | 
been levied, and the Supreme Court recently declared that in the case 


of the North Pacific no tax could be levied until this money was paid. | point designated. 


As was said by the chairman of the committee, this is not an authori- 
zation to anybody to tax this property. We do not say to any State or 
to any Territory, ‘‘tax this property.’’ We simply say that the title, 


the possibility of a reversion to the United States, shall not stand in | section 1: 


the way of a tax, and that is all. Noauthority is given, I repeat, and 
all questions as to whether they are properly taxed will be settled with 
the railroad company in the courts of the jurisdiction where the taxing 
is done exactly as the case is settled with the citizen. 

I can not conceive of any reason why great anxiety should be ex- 
pressed that this railroad company should have that which is denied 
to the settler. The moment that the settler enters his pre-emption 
claim and gets his certificate, his duplicate, nobody waits for the pat- 
ent. - The taxing authorities go to the land office and discover all who 
have entered up to a certain date when the time comes for laying the 
taxes, and then insert them in the list of taxable property, and the set- 
tler pays at once a tax upon his land that he has got the title to long 
before he gets the patent. Why should not the same rule apply here? 
The settler pays at once when he has an equitable title. These par- 
ties have got a legal title, and yet they decline to pay, waiting either 
for the evidence of it or waiting until they shall have discharged a duty 
nage upon them by Jaw, the payment of the costs of survey, selec- 
tion 

Mr. EVARTS. TheSenator from Colorado seems to treat this amend- 
ment in a different aspect from that which the Senator from Kansas 
has imputed to it. The Senator from Kansas, as I understand, held 
that the grants then ascertained and located the lands that might be 
taxed. 

Mr. TELLER. I did not raise a question of that character. Isim- 
ply said that it is a direction to the department to do some affirmative 
thing, and that there is no affirmative thing it can do except to adjust 
the whole area of the grant. 

Mr. EVARTS. Having stated the view of the Senator from Kansas, 
I was proceeding to state the view of the Senator from Colorado, that 
instead of being a harmless clause as viewed by the Senator from Kan- 
sas, it was a fatal clause as viewed by the Senator from Colorado, be- 
cause the parcels that might thus be taxed would need to be ascer- 
tained by some action of the Government whether they did or did not 
fall within the grant. That is precisely what I wish to have deter- 
mined now in tke bill. It is toavoid the difference of opinion in courts 
and in administration by the laws and authorities of the States, as is 
now evidenced by the great dispute between so competent authorities 
as the Senator from Colorado and the Senator from Kansas. 

There is not any word “‘hereafter”’? in my amendment. There is 
not any proposition of future action initatall. I wish to guard against 
this taxation except upon land that is known by law as being within 
the grants. Ifshown by the grants themselves, very well, and I think 
for the great part they are so shown; but my proposition is, that it 
should be in <> ditt epee then quand qubunid thes meneuveget Sando tne 


not to be subjected t taxation. 
I must therefore submit, with great respect to these views of more 
that this is not an amendment 


competent Senators on these 
which attacks the true spirit and meaning of the measure as framed 


_ nen but is merely to explain and make secure what its mean- 


Mr. PLUMB ft wil] ask fora division of the question on the amend- 


“There is a | | amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Briar), w ie 


| 
| 


————————————— 


Mr. EVARTS. That passed while the Senator from Tennesse. fy 
HARRIS] was in the chair, and I supposed that my amendment esq), 
be now regularly offered. “ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If it is understood by 


méenators that 


| the amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts is withdrawn, ¢) 
Their title remains practically the same without the 


Chair will receive the amendment of the Senator from New Yor: 
Mr. PLUMB. It is not withdrawn, but simply remains pend 
until the other amendments are disposed of. 
Mr. HARRIS. By unanimous consent the Senate agreed to act ypoy 
certain amendments which the Senator from Kansas, from the Con . 
mittee on Public Lands, proposed to offer, with the understanding th; 


Mr. PLUMB. In that evert I will ask that the amendme nt of th 


Hci 
was adopted ata preceding session of the Senate. I have no olyject 
to it myself. I ask that it be read for information. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment offered )) 
ator from Massachusetts will be read as proposed to be insc: 


the 
tl d at th 
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Mr. PLUMB. Let it go in as a proviso to succeed the proviso which 
was adopted on the motion of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
The Cuter CurrK. It is proposed to add as an additional proviso to 


Provided further, That not more than 640 acres of the lands sold unde: rie 
visions of this act shall = by any one person, or shall th eafter | 
acquired or owned or held in trust for any one person ; and any Litle or inter: 
acquired in violation hereof shall be forfeited to the United States t 
act of entry or other process whatever. 


Mr. TELLER. I should like to inquire of the Senator from Mas 
chusetts, if he were present, upon what theory he proposes that in th 
State of Colorado a purchaser at a tax-sale shall only buy a certain 
amount of property that is subject to taxation in that State’ 

Mr. DOLPH. And if he does buy more that it shall be forfeited : 
the United States? 

Mr. TELLER. Further than that, if he buys more, although hem 
buy it of somebody else, or if he holds it in trust for somebody else, 
shall be forfeited. I am willing to go as far as anybody in limiting th 
area of the public land to purchasers; I am willing todo anything tha 
is proper to prevent the monopoly of property in land after it has cease 
to be public land; but I deny the right of Congress to say how m 
land shall be bought in the State of Colorado that is subject to taxation 
under its laws. 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not think there can be any valid objection raised 
against the power of Congress in this case, so far as the limitation upon 
the amount to be sold is concerned, because, the title proceeding fr 
the United States and the Unitéd States at this time lifting a lien in 
order that the land may be taxed, I have no doubt that it is entire! 
within the competency of Congress to put such conditions on t!v s! 
as it may see fit. So as the last clause of the amendment is con- 
be adopted, because that would go upon t! 
absolutely divested the title without an) 
deed, and that, if land shall be purchase 
that sale in violation of this provision, it should then revert to 
United States, which absolutely cuts out the railroad company, w!\ 
may have earned, which must have earned the land, and must ) 7 
had a valid title to it before it could be subject to taxation at). 
That is something which can not be done in this way. The railroa: 
company of course has got a right there, the right of redemption und 

Gatenbin to the time of the issuance of the deed, and pro}! 
as nib ct homes until a certain specified time therealte:: | 
under this amendment the moment one person shall purchase 110° 
than 640 acres of land the title must revert to the Government. 1)! 
is to say, the valid title. That certainly can not be the case. | ): - 
no objection at all to the first part of the amendment, but the 
part undoubtedly ought to be stricken out. I therefore move to amen 
the amendment by striking out all after the word ‘‘person,’’ in hin ! 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment moved by the ~«' 
ator from Kansas to amendment of the Senator from Massachus: 
will be stated. Fy 

The Cater Cierx. In line 4 of the amendment, after (1 
word “‘person,’’ it is moved to strike out remainder of the amen 
ment, as follows: 

Ant ony ile ox inherent neqnired in violation hereof shall be forfeited {0 : 
United States without any act Sf cuiey Ot Gllinr proses Gaatover. 
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So as to read: 

provided further, That not more than 640 acres of the lands sold under the pro- | 
is act shall 


isions of as by any one person, or shall thereafter be | 
nequired or owned or held in trust for any one person. 


Mr. PLUMB. The suggestion is made to me that, as the Senator | 
from usetts who moved the amendment is probably in the 
puilding, it would be well to ask unanimous consent that the amend- | 
ment lie over until the other amendments have been disposed of. He | 
has been sent for. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Kansas asks unani- | 
pe no objection. The next amendment will be stated. The Senator | 
from New York [Mr. EvArts] has proposed an amendment. 
Mr. EVARTS. As the first clause of my amendment, if the Senator | 


mous consent that amendment be laid over until the other amend- 
ments are disposed of. That will be considered as agreed to if there 
from Kansas will give me his attention, may be considered as out of | 
debate and objection, that perhaps may be treated as accepted, as re- 


tal . 

Mr. PLUMB. So far as I have authority to accept it I will accept 
it. However, I su it will need a formal adoption in order to in- 
corporate it in the 5 

Mr. HARRIS. Let there be a division of the question, and let the 
first dause of the amendment be agreed to. 

Mr. EVARTS. I will therefore divide the question in this way; I 
offer the amendment to add: 


But this provision shall not apply to lands unsurveyed. 


Mr. PLUMB. At what point in the bill does the Senator from New 
York pro} to insert those words ? 
Mr. EVARTS. After the word ‘‘therefor,’’ in the eighth line of the 








first section. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment as now proposed by the Senator from New York. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It occurs to me that that clause of the amend- 
ment covers the whole question. It says that the provision shall not | 
apply to lands which are unsurveyed. It can not apply to all the sec- | 
tions named in the original grant unless they have been surveyed. It | 
occurs to me that the Senator from Kansas in accepting the amend. | 
ment has given away the whole question in dispute, if I understand it. 

Mr. PLUMB. If the lands are not surveyed there is no way of tell- 
ing what portion of them the railroad company has got. They can not 
be made the subject of description on the tax-roll until surveyed, and 
consequently there can not be that certainty which must necessarily be 
observed in order to designate the particular object of taxation. These 
lands must necessarily be described on the tax-roll in the method ob- 
served in their survey, as for instance, the northeast quarter of a certain 
section, or the whole of a certain section, giving also township and 
range in which the section is found. Then it becomes definite and cer- 
tain; but in the absence of a survey which establishes the fact where 
the odd section is which becomes the subject of the grant there can be 
no such description of it. All the other lands which have been sur- 
veyed of course can be put in the tax-roll just as they can in the case 
of individual ownership. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I understood the Senator to say in his former 
argument that wherever the section was specially designated in the land 
grant, though there may have been no survey specifically dividing up 
that section, yet that was sufficiently identified for the purposes of tax- 
ation. Ifso, then the amendment of the Senator from New York would 
exclude that entire section from liability to taxation, because there had 
not been any survey of the different quarter-sections and half-sections 
under the — I may have misunderstood the Senator. 

Mr. PLUMB. There isa lack of apprehension in the Senator’s mind 
as to how these surveys are made. ‘ihe lands are surveyed, first, into 
ae Then they ate subdivided intosections; and then not act- 
ually ivided into quarter-sections, but there is put at equal inter- 
vals between the corners on each side a stone, the result of a survey, 
which is supposed to furnish the means of subdividing into quarter- 
sections. : 

The of the amendment of the Senator from New York is not 
that the section shall be surveyed, but that the general section of land 
in which is the section that the railroad company is entitled 
aa be — in order that the section to which they are entitled 

reason 0 grant may be positively known. 

Mr. TELLER. Seamaek ratte 


Mr. PLUMB. That it may be located. There can be no question 
about that, and without the survey the land shall not be taxed at all. 
The committee believed (and it was the subject of specific discussion in 
the — that the bill aia stands does not provide for the 
taxation of unsurveyed lands for the simple reason that they can not 
be located or described. : ; 

Mr. INGALLS. Neither could they be patented. 

Mr. PLUMB. No; they could not be made the subject of any action. 

Mr. INGALLS. So that the amendment next suggested by the Sen- 
ator from New York has absolutely no meaning in connection with this 
paragraph. Inthe first place, the provision is that the exemption shall 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


147 


not be ‘‘for the costs of surveying, selecting, and conveying the same.”’ 
Of course there can be no cost of surveying unsurveyed lands. 

Mr. PEUMB. Certainly not. , 

Mr. INGALLS. And there can be no patent issued for unsurveyed 
lands. Therefore, all the lands to which the provisions ef this clause 
can apply are surveyed lands, and it is simply repeating in another 
phrase the absolute significance and sense of the paragraph by saying 
that it shall not apply to unsurveyed lands. 

Mr. PLUMB. Thatis entirely true, but the Senator from New York 
was anxious about it, and submitting it to some members of the com- 
mittee they said if he desired to have it more certain they would not 
object, although practically it repeated, as my colleague says, the pr 
vious language of the bill. 

The question has been asked by the Senator from Massachu 
ting in front of me [ Mr. DAWeEs], who is responsible for the survey or 
non-sutvey of this land? I will say to him that the Government con 
trols that question and not the railroad company. Therefore the qu 
tion as to how fast the surveys shall continue of lands which have not 
herttofore been made the subject of surveys is a question to be settled 
by the Government and not by the railroad companies; so that they 
will have no option; they are unable to say that any portion of the land 
which they claim under the grant shall not be surveyed, and therefore 
be made subject to taxation under the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from New York [Mr. EvArts]. 

Mr. TELLER. Which amendment is this? 

Mr. EVARTS. The first half. 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. 

The CHIEF CLERK. 
it is proposed to insert: 


But this provision shall not apply to lands unsurveyed. 


“e 


~/ 


The amendment will be again read 
In section 1, line 8, after the word ‘‘ therefor 


The amendment was agreed to—ayes 24, noes not counted. 

Mr. EVARTS. NowI move the second clause, to follow immedi 
after that which is now adopted: 

Nor to lands not ascertained and allocated as within such ¢g 


Mr. PLUMB. I think we had better have the yeas and nayson that 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. INGALLS. I suggest to the Senator from New York to employ 
the technical term that has long been used in regard to the public lands, 
and that is ‘‘located’’ instead of ‘‘ allocated.’’ ‘‘Allocation’’ means 
to place one thing after another. The location of the public land an} 
the question of locating the public land has been the subject of legal 
definition for the greater part of acentury without disturbance or ques- 
tion, and I submit that it is rather late to introduce a new phrase into 
our terminology. And if the Senator does not object [I would rather 
vote on this with the word ‘‘located’’ than ‘‘allocated.’’ 

Mr. EVARTS. Mr. President, I can not consent to the change upon 
the reasons given by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS]. In the 
first place ‘‘ allocated ’’ is much more technical than ‘located’? is. 

Mr. INGALLS. Bring me a dictionary, please. 

Mr. EVARTS. And in the second place ‘‘allocated’’ does not mean 
putting one thing afteranother. ‘‘Allocation’’ means ‘‘assigning to.’’ 
I will, however, for other reasons agree to the change proposed, especial! y 
if I can count on having a supportof the amendment after that chanye. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. PLATT (when his name was called). 
ator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. I am paired with the Senator from In- 
diana [Mr. HARRISON], and as I do not know how he would vote if 
present, I withhold my vote 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Indiana [Mr. VooRHEES] asked 
me to pair with him for the day, and therefore I refrain from voting. 

Mr. CONGER. My colleague [Mr. PALMER] is paired with the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] for the day. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am paired generally with the Senator from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Morcan], but being assured that he would vote against 
this amendment I have voted. 

Mr. CHACE. I am paired with the Senator from Delaware 
GRAY]. 

Mr. BERRY. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] was com- 
pelled to leave town. He is paired with the Senator from Maine [| Mr. 
HALE}. 

Mr. WALTHALL. I was requested by the Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. BLACKBURN ] to announce that he is paired with the Senator from 
Nebraska [Mr. MANDERSON }. 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to announce that my ‘colleague [Mr. Cor- 
QUITT] is paired with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Cuttom]}. I do 
not know how my colleague would vote if present, and the Senator 
from Illinois may do as he pleases about voting on this proposition. 

Mr. RANSOM. I am paired with the Senator from New York [Mr. 
MILLER]. 


itely 


rant. 


I am paired with the Sen- 


I am paired with 


[ Mr. 
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The result was announced—yeas 9, nays 32; as follows: 


YEAS—*%. . 
Blair, Evarts, Hoar, Morrill, 
Conger, Hearst, Mitchell of Oreg., Stanford. 
Edmunds, 

NAYS—232. 
Berry, Eustis, MeMillan, Ss ner, 
Brown, Fair, McPherson, eller, 
Call, George, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Cameron, Hampton, Maxey, Vest, 
Cockrell, Harris, Payne, Walthall, 
Coke, Hawley, Plumb, Whitthorne, 
Cullom, Ingalls, Pugh, Wilson of Iowa 
Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Sherman, Wilson of Md. 

ABSENT—35. 

Aldrich, Dolph, Kenna, Ransom, 
Allison, Frye, Logan, Riddleberger, 
Beck, Gibson, Manderson, Sabin, 
Blackburn, Gorman, Miller, Saulsbury, 
Bowen, Gray, Mitchell of Pa., Sawyer, 
Butler, Hale, Morgan, Sewell, 
Camden, Harrison, Palmer, Vance, 
Chace, Jones of Arkansas, Pike, Voorhees. 


Colquitt, Jones of Florida, Piatt, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HOAR. I suppose my amendment is now pending, to be in- 
serted as an additional section. 

Mr. PLUMB. Let it be a proviso. 

Mr. HOAR. Very well; I will offer it in the shape of a proviso. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts will be stated. 

Mr. HOAR. Let it be added as a proviso to the first section. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To which the Senator from Kansas 
[Mr. PLuMsB] has offered an amendment to strike out the last clause. 
‘The question is on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. EVARTS. Let the whole amendment be reported. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Theamendment and the amendment 
te the amendment will be reported. 

The Curer CLERK. It is proposed to add to the proviso at the end 
of section 1 the following additional proviso: 

Provided further, That not more than 640 acres of the lands sold under the pro- 
visions of this act shall be purchased by any one person, or shall thereafter be 
acquired, or owned, or held in trust for any one person; and any title or inter- 


est acquired in violation hereof shall be forfei to the United States without 
any act of entry or other process whatever. 


The amendment to the amendment is to strike out the last clause, 
as follows: 

And any title or interest acquired in violation hereof shall be forfeited to the 
United States without any act of entry or other process whatever. 

Mr. CALL. I shall be very glad to hear from the Senator from 
Massachusetts how it is competent for Congress to make a law of this 
kind operating in the States. I-can see how it might attach a condi- 
tion running with the land, but I donot see how it can be a perpetuity 
to last for three lives or more; nor do I understerstand how as to lands 
within the States any act of Con can be operative to limit the 
tenure of lands or the amount of lands held vy individuals contrary to 
the laws of the State. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, it does not seem to me that there is any 
difficulty in that regard. As I understand, the authority for the sale 
of this land comes from the United States. It is land which has not 
yet passed under State jurisdiction for any of the purposes of aliena- 
tion. It is land the property in which is held by the United States, or 
is held by a railroad company, not subject to be divested by a tax-sale. 
Now we confer that authority, and we may confer it with such condi- 
tions as we may choose to require. If we may confer the authority to 
tax and to dispose at tax-sale of these lands, we may limit that au- 
thority by saying that they shall only be sold on condition that they 
shall be owned only in quantities not exceeding 640 acres. 

The purpose of this amendment, I suppose, will commend itself to 
almost all the Senators who have watched the dangers in modern times 
that attend the accumulation of lands in vast quantities in the hands 
of individuals or corporations. I suppose the Senator from Florida 
[Mr. CAL], like other Senators, has seen some of the alarming state- 
ments which have been made that great masses of land are held in the 
hands of aliens, of corporations, whose stock is or may be hereafter in 
the hands of foreigners. 

A bill which has passed the Senate prohibits the acquisition of real 
estate in our Territories by aliens who have not initiated steps to be- 
come citizens. If I recollect aright, however, that bill has not pro- 
vided for the case of corporations whose stock may be held by aliens. 

Mr. PLUMB. Oh, yes, it does. 

Mr. HOAR. I was not present when that bill passed. I have no 
objection to conceding the amendment posed by the Senator from 
Kansas—that is, that the prohibition be without req uir- 
ing the title to revert to the United States. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

Mr. DOLPH. I sympathize with the purpose that the Senator from 
Massachusetts has in view, but I see the same difficulty that the Sen- 
ator from Florida has expressed. 
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The Senator from Massachusetts, it appears to me, has a w ide: 
about what we are here proposing to ~, I do not A satedary a 
are proposing to submit the lands of the United States to taxation"; 
do not understand with him that we are proposing to say that a part of 
the public domain shall be taxable. We are proposing to tax the ode 
of the railroad companies upon which the United States has a lien {,, 
a very mee amount, supposed to be equivalent to about 3 cents v. 
acre. Now we are proposing to do that by saying that 
shall be taxable. ee oe Four - 
on aa Aon yan) ae also papemns to ae land taxable which 

e rai are entit tents for but which patents they }; 
failed to take. ‘3 oe mer hove 

Mr. DOLPH. I will explain that. The United States has a lien on 
these lands for the cost of surveying, selecting, and patenting, amount- 
ing to about 3 cents an acre, a very small interest; but small as it js 
the courts have said that it is such an interest in the lands that they 
can not be taxed until the lien is removed from the lands. Now. we 
are not proposing to say permanently that these lands shall be taxed 
We do not understand that we have any more power to say that the 
lands shall be taxed in Dakota or Montana than we have to say that 
the Senator’s sheep or horses or merchandise, if he has any, in Massa- 
chusetts, shall be taxed. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator desired to have me reply to his sugyes- 
tion. oe 

Mr. DOLPH. Allow me to get through. 

Mr. HOAR. And therefore he will permit me to have an understand- 
ing as he goes along. 

Mr. DOLPH. I was only explaining what I supposed to be the the- 
ory of the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. Does not the Senator understand that a large portion 
of the land upon which this bill is to operate is land the title to which 
has not yet passed from the United States to the railroad and is not to 
pass until the railroad performs a certain condition hereafter ? 

Mr. DOLPH. No, I donotunderstand that. I understand that the 
title goes with the act, and when the conditions are performed the title 
relates back and vests, commencing from the date of the grant. I un- 
derstand simply that the United States has a lien upon the land and 
holds that lien until the cost of surveying is paid; and when the patent 
is issued it is only the evidence of a previous title. 

Now, what are we proposing in this bill? We are proposing to say 
that this lien of the United States shall no longer be an obstacle in the 
way of the taxation of these lands; that they may be sold for taxes 
notwithstanding the lien of the United States, and the purchaser at the 
tax-sale may come in and pay off the lien and have the land discharged 
from the effect of the lien, and then he acquires title and takes the 
patent instead of the railroad company. We are proposing simply to 
step outoftheway. That being the case, Ishould like to know under 
what constitutional provision we are going to say that there is to be 
attached to the title of the land of the railroad company a condition 
which shall run with the land for all time to come and which shall 
prevent the free alienation of it. I should like to understand further 
by what provision of the Constitution Congress is proposing to step in 
and say to the State of Colorado, ‘‘You may make your laws for the 
saleof lands, but in regard to this particular land in which the Unite: 
States steps out of the way and permits to be taxable there shall be a 
condition attached that one man shall buy only 640 acres and that for 
all time to come one man shall own but 640 acres.’’ 

It seems to me, with all due deference to the legal attainments of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, that he has not considered properly what 
we are proposing to do by this bill and the title with which we are 
dealing. Ido not believe it is competent for Congress to attach this 
condition. If it is competent I should be glad to vote for the amend- 
ment. I should be glad to meetthe difficulty which the Senator sees 
in the way, and which I called attention to at some length this atter- 
noon, of the purchase of large bodies of this land by single individuals, 
but I think we are traveling out of the power of Congress, we are get- 
ting out of the legitimate scope of this bill when we undertake it. 

Mr. EVARTS. I think, Mr. President, we should 41] understand 
what the scope and force and reach of this amendment will be. 

Great amounts of land have been granted by this Government to va- 
rious railroad companies. ‘This bill relates in a certain sense to all 
those grants. In the briginal grant there is not any requirement that in 
subsequent sales there shall be no holder of more than 640 acres of the 
lands granted. So, in the first place, this amendment seeks to put upon 
the land grants already conferred, under the operation of this amen(- 
ment to this extent, that whenever any of them shall be sold for taxes 
in the States there shall be a perpetual exaction that no more than 61) 
acres of them shall be held by any person. That, of course, is a bur- 
den upon the sales that these railroad companies make in the ordinary 
course of their management of the property, that whoever buys the lancs, 
if there be a sale under the tax laws in any State, can make no acquisi- 
tion of more than 640 acres. It is a burden, a perpetual agreement on 
the part of the purchasers at these tax-sales, that more than that amount 
or land can not be held . a 

But aside from that, we come to another very difficult proposition, 
as it seems to me. I will treat this clause of the amendment with the 
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provision for forfeiture to the United States, and then consider what 
‘will happen after that is cut off. The provision is: 

That not more than 640 acres of the land sold under the provisions of this act 
shall be by any one person. 

That is a definite and ascertained transaction, that a person buying 
any of these lands thus put up for sale can not purchase more than 640 
jeres. But thereafter follows this: 


Or shall thereafter be acquired or owned or held in trust for any one person. 


That is, no portion bought under the provisions of this act, though 
pot originally purchased in 640 acres, can afterward be aggregated and 
held in more than 640 acres. So you have aland act as one of the laws 
of the Territory or State thereafter so far as these lands are concerned 
that there can not be a holding of more than 640 acres. 

If Iam not right in that construction, this aggregation is not well 
wade; but I can see no other construction of it. 

Mr. HOAR. That is the purpose of it. 

Mr. EVARTS. Very well. That is to say, if one person buys 600 
jeres and another person buys 600 acres, nobody can put them together 
and own the 1200 acres. 

Mr. HOAR. That is it exactly. 

Mr. EVARTS. Nobody can have 1,200 acres atany timein the future. 
In other words, it is a perpetual land law applied to all these sections 
forever and forever. That is to say, while the general land laws of the 
State have no such restriction and persons can buy and add togetheras 
purchasers whatever amount of acreage the State laws donot prohibit, 
there shall be another line of land running on forever in those States 
that ean not be aggregated because the title was limited under a tax 
ale. That is the proposition. The wisdom of any such arrangement 
does not approve itself to me. 

Mr. DAWES. On any subsequent taxation after the lien is lifted, 
any subsequent assessment of tax is affected. 

Mr. EVARTS. It is a condition of the land, and it can not be 

ted upon anywhere by anybody under any circumstances, 
although the general law of the State or Territory may permit any 


aggregation. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator pardon me? 

Mr. EVARTS. Certainly. . 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to say to the Senator from New York that the 

of the amendment is exactly what he describes; and if there 
isany doubt about it, it results from my failure to effect my purpose 
by language. sie ; 
I desire, so far as the constitutional authority of the United States 
can go, to in the future a repetition of the experience of Great 
Britain of the holding of a vast mass of land in one ownership, and to 
make it when this land goes out of the United States a perpetual con- 
dition that that shall not be accomplished, and as far as possible to se- 
cure the future American against that danger in the new Territories, 
and so far as this law applies in the new States. 

Mr. EVARTS. Well, is 1,200 acres a vast amount of ownership of 
land? Is that a proper limit to assign to farms—1,200 acres? Is it 
the rule, isit the idea, is it the notion anywhere in any of the States of 
this country that a farmer can not have more than 640 acres, and that 
forever and forever land shall be followed in these subdivisions? If it 
isa good rule and a good law governing the transmission of estates and 
their et why should you pounce upon these tax-sales and say 
they be held under a law that is not applicable to any other land ? 
Now I come to the question, as I have not been wrong in construing 
the true meaning of this amendment of the forfeiture: 

And any title or interest acquired in violation hereof shall be forfeited to the 
United States without any act of entry or other process whatever. 

That is to say, the United States is kept the lord paramount under 
the English law system that can insist upon forfeiture under all cir- 
cumstances and at all future dates if the condition imposed by law hap- 
pens to be violated. That ties up and takes out of commerce all these 
lands, There is not a piece of land in the city of New York that is 
salable which is hampered by a condition of a lord paramount, so that 
at any time hereafter for forfeiture there shall be an entry. The com- 


mon law has guarded forfeiture by every degree of astuteness, every 
degree of severity against such a tenure as that. And now it is pro- 


posed that the United States shall take the position of being lord par- 
amount and hanging up the freedom of land which is the freedom of 


land. 

“hettwahen stand if this forfeiture to the United States is stricken 
out? What then? Whois lord paramount? Who then can 
enforce the forfeiture? Is it then a brutum fulmen? Or is there latent 
somewhere a power of forfeiture that can be claimed in the name of some 
one? Is it by the State, is it by the county that has sold the land? 
is the forfeiture? Strike out the forfeiture, and you have it left 
large; and who can define the position at common law of the estate 
being forfeited by a breach of condition is to be enforced ? 

But, Mr. whatever might be said about the propriety of 
declaring that these immediate and sales should not exceed 640 
actes, it seems to me abhorrent to the whole system of free ownership 

any line of land whatever should be perpetually held and 


rf 


that 
by a condition at common law. 
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I do not speak of this as having the least reference to the interest of 
railroad companies except so far as it will affect anybody else; and that 
is the deprivation of the jus disponendi so as to burden and reduce the 
value of land in the market—land now, land hereafter, land under all 
circumstances. 

I venture to say that whatever repugnance the United States and its 
people may have to large aggregations of land in private owners, this 
Government will never impress upon the public domain that it shall 
part with in the distribution among its citizens of public lands this for- 
feiture to be retained to the United States. If this Government will 
never adopt that rule as a rule of real property in any of the arrange- 
ments of the public lands, why should it insist upon it as to these par- 
ticular parcels where the title is to be acquired by this particular tax- 


| sale? 


It seems to me, therefore, while it may be reasonable to provide that 
a sale shall not be made under these tax-sales of more than 640 acres 
in a parcel, that to impress on that land the necessary permanent con- 
dition of forfeiture is abhorrent to the whole system of freedom in the 
tenure of land. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, when I was taking my seat before, the 
Senator from Oregon [Mr. DoLPH] rose and asked me if I would answer 
a question and make an explanation of a difficulty which was in his 
mind. Under the ruling of the Chair the very elaborate speech of the 
Senator from New York [Mr. EvArts] has intervened between the 
question and the answer. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair understood the Senator 
from Massachusetts as having yielded the floor. 

Mr. HOAR. Isupposed the Chair so understood, or the thing would 
not have happened. But I owe this apology to the Senator from Ore- 
gon for not having sooner answered his question. 

The Senator from Oregon asks if I understand that there is a title to 

these lands in the United States, or only alien. Icertainly do under- 
stand that the lands upon which this bill is to operate are largely still 
held in fee by the United States as owner. They are lands not even 
made certain or allocated, to use the phraseology of the Senator from — 
New York. They are lands to which these roads have not yet received 
their patents, and are not to receive them until they have paid certain 
costsof survey. Now, I do not understand that that transaction passes 
a title to the railroads. Unquestionably it passes an assignable interest 
to the railroads except so far as restrained by the legislation which cre- 
ated them. Butit isquiteimmaterial. It isclear that these lands can 
neither be taxed nor sold for taxes without the assent of the United 
States, whether that necessity is caused in regard to any portion of 
them by our having a lien inconsistent with the power of taxation, or 
whether it is caused by our having a fee which we are not to part with 
until a certain condition takes place. 
Mr. DOLPH. Will the Senator allow me to make a suggestion? 
The act providing for the payment of costs was passed several years 
after the grant. It was nota part of the condition of the original 
rant. 

Mr. HOAR. Patents have not issued and the land is not determined. 
How can it be said that a title is vested in these railroads when nobody 
knows but that it is to depend on something in the future even what 
land they are to get? 

Mr. DOLPH. I will not take up time to explain that; but that was 
the very thing I talked about a long time to-day. 

Mr. HOAR. That is immaterial to my purpose, because the right 
of the United States to put a condition upon a transaction that can 
not occur without its assent either way is perfectly clear. 

My honorable friend from New York thinks that this proposition is 
objectionable, because itis creating a certain lord paramount, as he ex- 
presses it. He knows it is to enforce this condition. 

Mr. President, the nation from which we have come has suffered, her 
working people have suffered, from the fact that her lands, small as they 
are compared with ours, have been engrossed by great landed proprie- 
tors and great noblemen. It isa fundamental maxim with all persons 
who understand the history of constitutional liberty or of the Argeri- 
can or English system of government that where the title in the land 
is, there is the sovereignty, in the long run, of the state. De Tocque- 
ville speaks of the effect of a suitable land system. Speaking of the 
abolition of primogeniture in New England under the operation of our 
body of liberties adopting the Kentish custom instead of the law of 
primogeniture in 1641, De Tocqueville says that when that system was 
adopted in the New England States, the American Revolution and the 

American Constitution followed as a natural sequence; and Mr. Web- 
ster in his great oration in 1820 at Plymouth said that you had but to 
ascertain the land laws of a people and you could predict without err- 
ing their history. I quote the substance, of course, and not the lan- 
guage of these great authorities. 

Here are in Great Britain these great landed estates through which 
two or three thousand men have directly or indirectly wielded the polit- 
ieal affairs of that empire for more than athousand years. The work- 
man, the small farmer, the tenant are turned out to make the preserves 
or the hunting grounds for the pleasure of the rich landed aristocracy. 
Our most thoughtful observers, especially those who have studied the 
labor question that is upon us, see already the signs of that danger in 
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our own sky. There are cases already where in our Territories in the | 
Northwest men of other countries are acquiring and corporations are | 
acquiring vast landed estates; and it is now, as this opportunity comes, | 
the purpose of this amendment to dedicate forever so much of the pub 
lic lands as is within our power and as we are now dealing with to the 
ownership of the small homesteader, instead of to the ownership of the 
great alien corporations and of the great alien proprietors. 

What is there of danger, what is there of the lord paramount in this ? 
The United States, of course, so far as it legislates is the lord para- 
mount, but it is a lordship paramount exercised for the entire people 
and in the interest of the entire people. 

The Senator from New York asks if no farm should be permitted to 
exist of more than 640 acres. I answer that 640 acres is enough, as a 
yeneral rule. Certainly when you consider the fact that there is much 
land that we can not reach by our legislation, 640 acres is enough to 
preserve the title of the small homesteader to whose interest we are 
looking. 

The Senator asks me why we fix this rule for these particular parcels. 
The answer is, because we have let other particular parcels go, to the 
injury of the people, out of our power without having fixed it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Allow me to ask a question for my own in- 
formation. I understand the bill applies to lands already granted by 
act of Congress to certain railroad companies. Would not this be 
adding a condition subsequent to the grant of those lands? And can 
we do that? 

Mr. HOAK. Itis only adding acondition when we are providing for 
the authority for a particular method of sale. We say that if these 
lands are to be taken for taxes by a power not now authorized to tax 
them it shall only be done on the condition that the title acquired un- 
der that tax-sale shall be forever held in amounts not exceeding 640 
acres. Thatisall. I do not understand that anybody questions the 
constitutionality of the condition, so far as it relates to the sales made 
under the authority of this act. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I suppose the Senator from Massachusetts hardly 
anticipates anything like an exact repetition of the evils of large hold- 
ings of land in Great Britain; but we are in danger of reaching those 
evils by adifferent course altogether. I am unwilling, however, to en- 
camber this billas reported by the committee with any attempt to cover 
the whole general subject. ‘This has a wise and just purpose. Itisa 
bill based upon one I had the honor to present myself and which re- 
ceived the approval of some of the ablest lawyers in Dakota, and others 
presented by other gentlemen and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. The committee in its wisdom reported the present bill. 

There is a great deal more that I desire to do, but I do not propose 
to reach it through amendments, I may say hastily prepared for the pend- 
ing bill. Let us have another bill. 

{ was not here when the bill was passed concerning alien holding 
(though I had previously stated my approval of it) to avoid the great 
evils of extensive absentee landlordism. In general, as I recollect the 
bill, I approve it. 

There is a pending bill to repeal and end forever the pre-emption law, 
and to repeal the timber-culture law also, so that there may be but one 
way hereafter of getting possession of the public lands; that is to say, 
under the homestead act, with the exception of the provisions for hold- 
ing larger extents of grazing and desert lands. But there is more yet 
needed. 

Sir, the history of the State of New York from 1840 to 1850 is more 
instructive than the history of any other States in this matter, owing 
to the very fierce excitement that arose there known as the anti-rent 
agitation. There were felt the evils of large and nt holdings of 
lands, and the people endeavored to strike at the rootof the evil. I 
picked up the other day their constitution of 1846, which revived my 
memory of the history of those days. Allow me to quote a paragraph 
or two. 


Sec. 11, The people of this State, in their right of sovereignty, are deemed to 
possess the original and ultimate property. in and to all lands within the juris- 
lands, e 
the people. 


| 


diction of the State; and all to which shall fail, from a defect of 
heirs, shall revert or escheat to the 

I may say in passing that I think provisions such as it is attempted 
to add to the pending bill will be found to be very burdensome ulti- 
mately when this land passes under the control of States. I do not 
think it is wise that these lands should have attached to them for cen- 
turies to come conditions imposed now by the National Government, 
while we are simply the guardian of infant States. The next section 
of the New York constitution says: 


Src. 12. A es Coe Sree en, We okt ie oe 
declared to be abolished, saving, however, rents and services certain 

at any time heretofore have been la or reserved. 

Sec. 13, All lands within this State are to be allodial, so that, subject 
Cony ot Oe eee 
owners, according to the nature of their 


Here follows a very si t section that I commend to our Public 
a Committee in connection with their legislation for the Terri- 
es: 
Sec. 14. Nol land for 
o lease or grant erate ree 


of nantes 
, hereafter made, in which shall be 
, Shall be valid. 
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That I desire to see held over these Territories until they s}y)) ) Yo 
passed through our guardianship and have become States eon};.)); wh 
their own destinies in local affairs. the 

Sec. 15. All fines, quarter-sales, or other like restraints upon all 
served in any grant of land hereafter to be made, shall be void pe 

I desire that these lands, when they shall pass into the ) 
the States, shall be covered by constitutional provisions ]i\. ; - 
There is also a statute, passed after the adoption of this cons: ity; . 
which indicates what I believe to be the right policy for ¢) < 
tories and for the States in general concerning the tenure of ‘h 
It is in the laws of 1867, I believe: & 

Srecrion 1. It shall be lawful for any joint stock company or 4 7 
purchase, hold, and convey real estate for the following purposes i 


1. Such as shall be necessary for its immediate accommodatio: t 0 
ient transaction of its business ; or— 
That is to say, of a bank or insurance company— I 

2. Such as shall be mortgaged toitin good faith, by way of « é 
made by, or moneys due to, such joint stock company or associa‘ ( 

3. Such as it shall purchase at sales under judgments, decrevs 
held by such joint stock company or association. 

The statute proceeds to say: 

The said joint stock company or association shall not purchase 
vey real estate in any other case or for any other purpose. 

Another statute, that I have not but that I remember wel}, yr. 
speculation in real estate in the case of any bank, insurance, or sj: 
corporation, and provides that if such a corporation shal! acquire pos. 
session of lands by foreclosure it shall be required within five years to 
dispose thereof. So jealous was New York of accumulations of Jay 
that, lest these accumulations should be made under the puise of {or- 
feitures and foreclosures, corporations were permitted to hold only fo; 
the immediate purpose of their incorporation, and were required to dis 
pose of lands acquired in course of legitimate business within a limited 
number of years. 

In one sense it makes very little difference that we have dispensed 
with the laws of primogeniture and entailment; for there is another 
possibility of evil quite aside from those, another form of reaching th 
same evil. Weare all familiar with the fundamental laws and cha: 
acteristics of corporationsin general. They haveaneternallife. Land 
acquired to-day may be held forever. Land acquired by an individual 
under the chances of society is not likely to be held long in one fami'y 
But we are permitting Territorial Legislatures to create certain corpo- 
rations, possibly we are creating them ourselves, which may acquit: 
land in absolutely unlimited quantities, and have a greater likelihood 
of holding for centuries than was probable under the ancient Jaws o/ 
England. Who shall say what will be the complaints and the cyil, 
that will arise ten, fifteen, or twenty, or a hundred years hence when 
these Territories shall have out of our control, out of our guar 
dianship, and shall have become States? The States will find immen; 
tracts of land in single ownerships, with a perfect title obtained from 
the United States in the daysof their infancy, and we may be providing 
without knowing it to-day, for an agitation similar to that and fi 
greater than that which prevailed in New York forty years ago. 

I would not permit any corporation whatever to acquire large |oilis 
of land for the purpose of speculation or trade. I would permit nou 
to hold any more than was absolutely necessary for its own straight- 
forward and legitimate business. I would require it to part witlin» 
certain short period with all lands that it might acquire in the colle- 
tion of debts. I would restrict within the narrowest limits the holdin, 
of lands by co ions. Moreover, I would restrict the quantity that 
might be held by individuals while this land is under our jurisdiction 
and guardianship. ot 

This bill has a perfectly legitimate and honest purpose. I hope the 
bill will be confined to that. If there be any attempt made, as tlicre 


purposes, it should be ina 


I do not understand the question. 

I ask how he expects, if we let this land get out of our 
this bill without this condition, that it will be possible to 
will affect this land hereafter ? 

° not know that I comprehend all the legal 1- 
lations of this bill; but the purpose of it is to cure an evil that has 
arisen in the Territories by w great railroad companies—not one 

the virtual title of these lands, have practica!!y 

when a settler was called upon to pay his taxes 
the railroad company to show that the 

lack of the payment of 2 0: 

the fee being still in the \:- 
decided that the lands are 
to encumber lands now absolute!y 
to remain upov 
to the contro! of 
such title as New 
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York gives to its people and claims for itself; but in the mean time, 
while the Territories are our pupils, our wards, let us legislate with 
the very broadest and most generous views of the future so as to avoid 
all the evils of absentee landlords and immense estates held under per- 

1al titles. 
re CONGER. Mr. President, I sympathize with the desire of the 
Senator from Massachusetts to prevent now, or at any time when there 
is an opportunity, by law the great accumulations of landed estates in 
corporations OF 1 individuals. I think that is the coming danger and 
the coming curse of the West and of the South and of the Northwest; 
and for the passage of any proper law to restrict and restrain and direct 
n that regard I believe I shall always be ready to vote. But the ob- 
ject of this bill, if we may understand it has an object at all, the sole 
object of this bill is to bring under the law of taxation the vast quan- 
tities of land which have been given mostly to States to aid them in 
puilding railroads, or directly to the railroad companies themselves, 
and relieve the settlers through the sparsely settled regions of the 
country where these lands lie from the whole burden of taxation—to 
impose it alike upon land held by railroads and upon land held by set- 
tlers. That is the object of this bill. 

Now, so far as that can be attained by the bill approve of the meas- 
ure and shall support it; but to my mind there comes in in this proviso 
a plan and process which will necessarily and absolutely defeat all the 
objects of the bill. To accomplish another purpose, to prevent a larger 
holding by corporations or by individuals through a tax-title than 640 
acres, an obstruction is necessarily imposed upon the tax-sales of the 
larger portion of all the lands to which this bill might subject them. 

Those familiar with our new country under the operation of the gen- 
eral land laws of the United States know very well from their own ob- 
servations and experience that in all new States and in new regions there 
can be no non-resident lands returned for sale under the tax-laws se- 
cared by the purchase of individuals in small quantities. There is no 
such sale, and never has been, and never will be, in sparsely settled 
countries. There will never be a sale or a purchase at a tax-sale by in- 
dividuals hereand there. The lands are bought and the taxes are paid, 
and whatever title runs with the sale for taxes in all such regions the 
purchase is-made by individuals in large quantities, 10 acres of this 40, 
0 acres of that 80, the whole of another section bought off for the taxes, 
and it is bought in subject to the laws of the different States allowing 
redemption within a reasonable time and ata reasonable percentage 
added to the tax. 

Mr. President, there are some members of the Senate who will not 
endure to be interrupted by my feeble voice when they are talking be- 
cause it prevents the current of their thoughts and prevents the con- 
tinuity of thought. if there happens to be any. I would suggest to 
those gentlemen to listen a moment to what I have to say without in- 
terruption, which confuses me, a new man to this kind of business. 

Ihave stated the history and the experience in all new States and 
in all new countries. Now, I call the attention of Senators to the fact 
that this applies mainly, I might almost say only, in regard to railroad 
lands to the vast region hundreds and thousands of miles in extent 
through which the transcontinental roads extend. Scattered all along 
these lines, although there may be an organized county, the settle- 
ments are very much scattered and . Throughout ali Dakota, 
throughout all Montana, throughout Northern Idaho, throughout Wash- 
ington Territory, along the line of the Northern Pacific Railroad there 
are organized counties and a few settlements here and there, and a few 
residents away from the railroad. Now, suppose under the provisions 
of this bill all the lands for 2,000 miles may be taxed and may be taxed 
in counties where the settlers are homesteaders, where they are poor, 
where every dollar that they can wring from the soil or may have 
brought with them is necessary to the current expenses and to the 


livelihood of the year, who can buy these lands? Who can come to 
the sale and taxes and bid in the lands and accomplish the ob- 
jectof this bill? For hundreds of miles along the Northern Pacific— 


and I speak of that because I have been along it—there would not be 
ten men in a who would have the means to go to a tax-sale in 
the county and buy up these lands. 

In one Territory there are millions of acres of railroad lands stretched 
ant noone. Who would buy hundreds of thousands of acres of 
this land if offered for sale? The railroad company finding its lands 
offered for sale could buy but 640 acres under the provisions of this 
amendment. The bankers and the capitalists are not the men who 
have gone in this new country ready to invest their money in tax- 
sale lands. will buy? No one can buy these thousands and hun- 
dreds of thousands and millions of acres under this amendment if it 
succeeds when they are thrown into the market at tax-sales. The rail- 
road can buy but this 640 acres. 

Mr. HOAR. It can pay the taxes. 

Mr.CONGER. The railroad can pay the taxes, it is said; but the 
railroad may not have paid the taxes. I am speaking merely of the 

of a purchaser. So benevolent societies can go 

pay taxes; benevolent mencango and pay taxes, if they want 

to do ren tailroad companies. There are possibilities within the 
- of of the Senator from Massachusetts which do 
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Mr. HOAR. Pardon me; the Senator does not understand my point. 
I understand that the bill proposes a sale on the failure by the railroad 
company to pay taxes on the lands of the railroad. The Senator’s ar- 
gument is that the railroad can not buy in the land at the sale, but if 
the railroad pays the tax the title becomes vested in it without any sale 
or purchase. 

Mr. CONGER. Ofcourse. I suppose any Senator of ordinary per- 
ception would arrive at that conclusion without the interguption. My 
argument is that there is nobody to buy the lands at the taxsale. They 
are there for sale. My argument is that, under the condition the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts would impose on this bill, the law itself be- 
comes a dead failure in fact and of necessity; and the chairman of this 
committee, acquainted with the mode of selling tax lands in the great 
West and in newcountries, and every man who is living where the gen- 
eral land laws of the United States are in force, will see at once that, 
whether intentionally or not—I have the charity to believe that it was 
not intentional—the effect is the same as if an enemy had come towards 
theclose of the discussion of this bill, when it might be about to pass, 
and fasvened upon the bill a provision which would render it utterly 
futile and uselessasa law. I can not conceive it possible that that 
was the object of this amendment, but no man is so dull but that he 
must see that the necessary result of the amendment would be to pre- 
vent the carrying out of the law. 

If I have illustrated that, I have made it plain that under the pro- 
visions of this amendment if the taxes assessed are not paid, whether 
assessed by Territories or by counties or by towns or in whatever man- 
ner, and the lands are offered for sale to secure the taxes so levied, there 
can not, in the very nature of the situation of things in that far-off 
region, be purchasers. No man could buy more than 640 acres. For 
each mile of this railroad, unless the lands had been sold or disposed 
of, there are lands granted miles in width. Running along with each 
mile of the railroad there are ten, twelve, fifteen, possibly twenty sec- 
tions of railroad land, and for every mile of the length of the railroad 
2,000 miles long there must be twenty different purchasers if the lands 
are taxed and offered forsale. They are notin that country. Every 
man, woman, and child might attempt to buy at these sales, and there 
would not be enough to buy in the lands thus taxed and thus desired 
to be sold. 

3ut suppose the poor settlers could buy along in one place and an- 
other, Mr. President, do you or does any Senator here desire to inaugu- 
rate a system by which an unsuspicious and confiding people, ignorant 
of law, ignorant of the subtleties and quirks of the law, shall be in- 
duced under any consideration to make a home for themselves by buy- 
ing tax-title lands, lands to which the Government has some title, to 
which the railroad company has some title, to which the bondholder 
has some title, to which the stockholder of the company has some rights, 
all which is spread out as broad as the limitless prairies through which 
these roads run, spread out open to future litigation and future contest. 

Sir, I have seen too much of the evil effects, the disastrous effects 
upon those who have ventured to make their homes and own their 
homes through tax titles, even in the older portions of the country, to 
ever wish to see such scenes encouraged and renewed. If I had no 
other objection to this amendment, if the former objections were not 
of full and sufficient force to me, I would withhold my vote from it. 
I would vote against it always and continuously and lift my voice against 
it if it succeeds in encouraging in the slightest degree the poor, inno- 
cent, inoffensive, unprotected settler to trust his future for himself and 
family upon land for his home obtained through a tax title under this 
law. 

Those are partially my objections to this provision being inserted in 
the bill. There is a place, there must be a place somewhere in the 
legislation of this country where we can begin now, although late, to 
limit the vast holdings of real estate, to prevent its being gathered to- 
gether in the hands of one man or in the hands of one corporation, and 
shutting out millions and millions of our fellow-citizens now and in the 
future fronf the possibility of obtaining a homestead. 

Much nearer to the home of the Senator from Massachusetts than to 
my home this danger of accumulation of land in one hand exists to- 
day. You may pass through the New England States, ay, you need 
not travel, you may stay at home and take the census of the New Eng- 
land States, and you will find that year by year, and almost day by 
day, the thrifty, successful farmer all through the valleys and along the 
rocky hills of New England has gathered in the 20 acres and the 40 
acres and the 80 acres of his less fortunate neighbor; and you may travel 
along those roads that once had settlers within half a mile ora quarter 
of a mile or a mile of each other—you may travel along the roads in 
the rural parts of New England to-day and you will see the one home- 
stead extending over miles of territory. 

That isnotsoin RhodeIsland. Thank God, Rhode Island is so small 
that there is no possibility of an accumulation of great landed estates 
within its borders. It is the safety of Rhode Island. I say that in 
answer to the nodding of my friend the Senator from that State [Mr. 
CHACE]. Butin many parts of New England the actual, positive dan- 
ger and wrong to-day is that the lands, whatever they be, good or bad, 
valley or mountain, alluvial or rocky, are gradually being accumulated 
into the hands of a few, and the young men and the middle-aged men 
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are giving up their little parcels of land and going out to the great West 
to get more land and more sunshine and more air and more freedom. 
Now if there is any way which we can devise to restrict and restrain 
this fatal accumulation of small holdings into large holdings in New 
England, I should like to assist in furthering that object. 

Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. CONGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PLATT. Ido not know how it may be in the rest of New En- 
gland, but there is nothing of that sort going on in the State of Con- 
necticut. On the other hand, the holdings are becoming smaller there 
year by year, the farms being divided up and held in less quantities 
than they have been formerly. 

Mr. CONGER. The census reports do not show that. Unfortu- 
nately those who took our census were laboring underamistake. The 
reports of the census show that there is a less number of farm-holdings 
in New England with each succeeding decade. Does the gentleman 
attack the census ? 

Mr. PLATT. I do not know anything about the census. The Sen- 
ator has the advantage of me in that respect. I do know from my ob- 
servation what I think is true. 

Mr. CONGER. A reference which cau be readily made by almost 
any Senator would settle the question beyond dispute. 

Why, sir, it is even so in the older Western States, in your own 
State, Mr. President, that land holdings by the natural course of pur- 
chase and sale in the rural districts, in the very county in which you 
reside, become less in number except—and that is for the present the 
only redeeming thing about it—except that when those who have large 
holdings of land in Richland and in Huron and in Wayne and in 
those large counties die, the love of the farm and the love of the place 
and the desire to retain part of the old homestead leads continually to 
a division among the children and the grandchildren. That is so in 
Richland County within your knowledge and within mine. That for 
the time being equalizes to some extent the purchasing in of small 
holdings by the larger farmers. 

Sir, that is the case in the southern tiers of counties of my own State. 
The two southern tiers of counties have a less number of farms to-day 
than they had ten years ago and a less number ten years ago than they 
had twenty years ago. It isthe natural, inevitable result of prosperity 
and thrift on the one hand and the desire to sell out and go where more 
land can be obtained on the other, and it is spreading all through the 
Middle and the New England States and some of the newer Western 
States at this day. 

Now, sir, while I deprecate the continual gathering together by for- 
eign corporations or by foreign aliens, or by citizens of these 
vast amounts of our rich alluvial soil in the South and in the West, I 
do not think the amendment offered here will have any tendency what- 
ever to restrain it. We have sat still quietly, I from my natural dif- 
fidence and indisposition to push ahead, and the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts from having other and greater cares upon his mind; and he 
has remained in the House and in the Senate through a quarter of a 
century almost, and has seen and known that foreigners were accumu- 
lating in the United States lands by the 40,000, 50,000, and 100,000 
acres, and though there was a little titillation, fear, and anxiety in re- 
gard to it, it did not occur to the Senator from Massachusetts that there 
was great danger in this accumulation till it comes to some paltry tax- 
sale and the encouragement which should be given to our citizens to 
buy in lands for homesteads by virtue of that vanishing, fluctuating, 
visionary, uncertain title to lands, a tax-title here and there and every- 
where where tax-titles exist in the land. 

Mr. EVARTS. Mr. President, the question of the free tenure of 
land is vital to American institutions. The division of estates as dis- 
tinguishable from primogeniture—— 

Mr. PLUMB. It is evident the debate is to be somewhat extended, 
judging by the indications, and I ask the Senator if he will yield the 
floor for a motion to go into executive session? 

Mr. EVARTS. I have no desire to continue the debate ‘to-morrow 
at all. What I have to say to-night I shall probably end within ten 
minutes. But if the Senators do not wish to listen to me for ten min- 
utes— [‘‘Goon!’’ “Goon!” 

Mr. PLUMB. I only thought that as the debate was to go on some- 
what indefinitely, this being a new subject, we had better proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. EVARTS. I shall take but a little while. 

Primogeniture on the one hand and an equal distribution of land 
upon the demise of the owner on the other, are very important institu- 
tions in a country where the one prevails and in our country where the 
other prevails. I do not understand that this minor clause in this tax- 
bill interferes with primogeniture or distribution. But, so far as it 
bears at all, and the Senator from Massachusetts avows the principle 
which he desires as expressed jn this amendment to be extended over 
this land, it breaks down the freedom of the tenure of land. We hold 
our land here, all of us, in free and common and not an acre ot 
it is held under any feudal tie. Every acre of that is to be put 
up and sold under this clause of this amendment is to be subject per- 

tually so that no longer can it be held in free and common socage, 

ut is subject to a forfeiture to the United States. 
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Now, Mr. President, let us look at the very narrow topic that this ;, 
to meet. It is to govern tax-sales. If I had provided as a clause j, 
these terms that no greater parcel than 640 acres should be sold unde, 
any tax-sale arising under the operation of the bill, and that shal! jh. 
sold only by a base fee, I could have avoided and defeated the who}, 
measure of this bill. If you pass a general law that all of our fre. 
holding of land shall be restored to a feudal obedience to the United 
States of America or the several States of the Union, that I can under. 
stand; but if you want to hamper a tax-sale of lands to which by any 
possibility these clauses can apply, when all around them there ar 
holders in free and common socage with no baseness in their fee ang 
no defect in its being a fee-simple absolute, you defeat the tax-sal¢ 
you change the tenure of the American people. No man with his eye, 
open buys a base fee, and that is the plain, distinct rule of the com. 
mon law for that unfortunate conditition into which land may be brought 
as being subject to forfeiture on a condition at common law. 

Now, Mr. President, as to the aggregation of land, pass laws if yoy 
please having such efficacy and having such purpose, but do not em- 
brace so vast a subject and so high an object upon grasping in you; 
hands only the trivial tax-sales that may occur, distinguishing them 
forever from all the other surroupding lands. It is not that land is jp 
great or small amounts; the fact that we are owners of our land is the 
distinction of free property in Jand. It is our estate free of tenures that 
fell back and impeded its transfer and burdened it by forfeitures ang 
entries in the name of mesne or paramount lord. 

Mr. President, it is to you and to me and to all the other farmers ip 
this land that we hold our frugal acres as owners for ourselves and our 
posterity, unhampered by a lord paramount who is to forfeit the estate. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, since my ideas with regard to the hold- 
ings of land in the State of Connecticut were called in question by the 
Senator from Michigan I have sent for the Compendium of the Census, 
and I find that in 1850 in Connecticut there were 22,445 farms; in 1960, 
25,180; in 1870, the war intervening during that decade, there was only 
a small increase, 25,508; and in 1880, 30,598. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘Will you read Massachusetts? 

Mr. PLATT. Massachusettsin 1850, 34,069; in 1860, 35,061. Then 
they ran down during the next decade, during which the war occurred, 
to 26,500, as it is here. I doubt whether that is correct. I think it 
is a misprint for 36,500; and in 1880, 38,406. So that there wasan in- 
crease during every decade unless it was from 1860 to 1870. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kansas to the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. CONGER. Whether I was mistaken in regard to the number of 
holdings or not as appears here I do not know. I can not tell whether 
that alludes to such little farms as are around the cities. If it does, | 
was mistaken. It may have been that; but the fact that the farmers 
through the rural districts have accumulated to themselves the lands 
of others around them and that the large holdings take the place of 
several small ones I venture to say nobody will deny. That is the 
point I made. 

Now, want to say that all around the manufacturing cities the lands 
have been divided up. I do not call those the rural districts proper. 
They have been divided up into little farms, truck farms, things of 
that kind, 5, 10, 15, perhaps 20 acres, growing up around manu/factar- 
ing establishments and in the neighborhood of cities. But when any 
Senator from New England will tell me that away from the cities in 
the farming lands proper there is not an accumulation of larger farms. 
the small Sais bene sold out to the larger ones, then I wil! yield 
the point I have made. Z 

Mr. PLATT. Ido not pretend to contend with the Senator from 
Michigan as to what the condition of things is in the State of Michi- 
gan, but I think I know with regard to the State of Connecticut. The 
number of acres in farms is not being increased in‘ the State of Con- 
necticut and has not been. On the contrary, just the other thing's 
going on. The old families that had four, and five hundred 
acres, as the old farmers die off, divide their farms, and they are largel y 
being taken up now by enterprising Germans and Irishmen in smaller 
holdings; and the agricultural towns, which for a time became tos 
certain extent depopulated, that is, the jon decreased in them, 
are now being increased again just from that fact, that the farms are 
being divided and that either native farmers or foreigners, large! y Get 


mans and Iri are taking up the lands in smaller quantitics and 
working them more thoroughly they were worked under the ol 
régim 


e. 
Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President—— 
Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will allow me a sentence—— 
Mr. INGALLS. My purpose was to move that the Senate procee« 
to the consideration of executive business, but for the purpose 0! ©n* 
bling the Senator to say a sentence, I will allow that motion to ! 


Mr. HOAR. I do not wish to go on with a oe to-night, but 1 
would like to state a word in regard to what my honorable friend from 
There are three manufacturing counties in Massachusetts in whic) 
the proportion of income in comparison to the value of the capital, 
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treating the farm and the stock, the tools and appliances, as capital, William J. Ffeming, to be postmaster at Fort Smith, in the county 
make nearly the very best showing of any community in the United | of Sebastian and State of Arkansas. 
States. There are two counties which I selected last year for the ben- | John Shearman, to be postmaster at Monroe City, in the county of 
efit of some addresses to my constituents in reference to the operation | Monroe and State of Missouri. 
of the tariff policy on agriculture. While there are a few counties like Richard J. Wickersham, to be postmaster at Lebanon, in the county 
Genesee County, New York, and Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and | of Laclede and State of Missouri. 
some few others that excel these, still in spite of our sterile soil, agri- James W. Locke, to be postmaster at Greensborough, in the county 
caltare makes @ very handsome showing iv comparisor with other | of Hale and State of Alabama. 

jaces. There is, however, what the Senator speaks of somewhat con- Benjamin L. Long, to be postmaster at Greenville, in the 
temptuously—I do not think he meant it coutemptuously, however— | Butler and State of Alabama. 
as the little truck farms. We have twenty-three large manufacturing William B. Alexander, to be postmaster at Pine Bl 
cities in usetts. In addition to that we have a vast number | of Jefferson and State of Arkansas. 

of towns of ten, twelve, eight, six, or five thousand inhabitants, and Samuel Berry, to be postmaster at Winchester, in the county of Scott 
small manufacturing villages on the streams, making a market; and the | and State of Illinois. 

farmers who go into the business of raising berries and fruitsand fresh John W. Marshall, to be postmaster at McLeansborough, in the 
vegetables for those markets get rich. I know a little country town, | county of Hamilton and State of Illinois. 

the town in which my father was born, where quite a number of the Joseph R. Ratekin, to be postmaster at Shenandoah, in the county 
private farmers have made handsome fortunes by this business. They | of Page and State of Iowa. 

are about 12 or 14 miles out of Boston. Joseph B. Fugate, to be postmaster at Newton, in the county of 

It is true that in the more bleak rural communities in Massachusetts | Harvey and State of Kansas. 

and in very towns, and so of New Hampshire, and perhaps not Ebenezer M. Lockwood, to be postmaster at Burlington, in the county 
so much in Vermont, but at any rate in New Hampshire and Mas- | of Coffey and State of Kansas. 

gachusetts, what the Senator alluded to has taken place. Homesteads Frank E. Martin, to be postmaster at Larned, in the county of Paw- 
which were occupied a generation ago by the men who were the very | nee and State of Kansas. 

bone and sinew of America are not there now. They were farmers, F. M. Reamer, to be postmaster at Dodge City, in the county of Ford 
living on those bleak farms, but they made the best jurors, the best | and State of Kansas. 

legislators, the best governors of towns, the best citizens, if I may be Richard Holmes, to be postmaster at Natchez, in the county of 
permitted to say so, that ever existed on the face of this earth; and in | Adams and State of Mississippi. 

my ancestral line there are some instances of it. They are the men George Blakeney, to be postmaster at Carthage, in the county of 
who planted Ohio and Michigan; they are the men who planted the | Jasper and State of Missouri. 

standard in Nebraska, who settled California; and they are the men James E. Watson, to be postmaster at Fulton, in the county of Cal- 
whose spirit, living again, has crossed with hungry eyes to Washington | laway and State of Missouri. 

and Oregon. It is true that when these villages grew up the younger| William F. Harrity, to be postmaster at Philadelphia, in the county 
jarmers, when they come home from school like to go to the city, where | of Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania. 

they can have the advantages of churches, and lyceums, and good Joseph H. Wilder, to be postmaster at Shelburne Falls, Franklin 
schools, physicians, and all the pleasures of society; and these farms | County, Massachusetts. 

were sold. Rollin C. Ward, to be postmaster at Northfield, Franklin County, 

But as my friend from Connecticut has said in regard to his own State, | Massachusetts. 








county of 


uff, in the courty 


thatis changing now. ‘The Irishman and the Swede, and the German to Gilbert W. Farrington, to be postmaster at Monson, Mass. 
some extent, are filling up those places. They are not getting these J. H. Beidler, to be postmaster at Mount Pulaski, Logan County, 
large holdings; my friend from Michiganismistakeninthat. The lands | Illinois. 


John H. Hamilton 
County, Arkansas. 

Charles A. Sheldon, io be postmaster at Gainesville, Alachua County, 
Florida. 

William N. Hensley, to be postmaster at Columbus, in the county 
of Platte and State of Nebraska. 

The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report 
from the Committee on Post-Officesand Post-Roads; which was ordered 
by the Senate to be printed in the Recorp: 


are sold to the poor Irishman accustomed to live in hardship and with 
economy, to whom the possession and ownership of land, however rocky 
or sterile, is a great step in fulfilling his ambition. The future of the 
farming districts of Massachusetts and New England I think we have 
no oceasion to be anxious for. Atany rate the evil at which my amend- 
ment strikes of having the vast aggregations of land in foreign owner- 
chip, or of allowing individuals, the millionaire, the railroad magnate, 
or the merchant to gather together the title to hundreds and thousands 
of _ for selfish pride and pleasure, there is no danger will ever exist 
In New 


, to be postmaster at Eureka Springs, Carroll 


The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads submits the following report: 





Mr. INGALLS. After the sentence uttered by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, I renew my motion. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The Senator from Kansas moves that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- | 
eration of executive business. After eight minutes spent in executive 
session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock and 40 minutes p. 


th.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, June 3, 1886, at 
12 o'clock m. 





NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate the 2d day of June, 1888. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


David L. Hawkins, of Missouri, to be Assistant Secretary of the In- 
terior, vice George A. Jenks, resigned. 


ALASKA COMMISSIONER. 
Joseph B. Johnson, of Virginia, to be a commissioner in and for the 
Distriet of Alaska, aa 


J to reside at Unalaska, vice Charles Seeber, re- 
signed. 


j 
CONFIRMATIONS. i 


Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 25, 1886. 
INDIAN INSPECTOR. 
Frauk C. Armstrong, of New Orleans, La., to be an Indian inspector. 
INDIAN AGENT. 


John B. Scott, of Nevada, to be t for the Indians of the Western 
Shoshone agency, in Nevada. oe 
POSTMASTERS. 


R. to be Talladega, in th ty of Talla- 
atten postmaster at ega, in the county of Talla 


XVII——323 


R 
dega 





“On the l0th day of December, 1885, the President nominated to the Senate 
William N. Hensley to be postmaster at Columbus, Nebr., vice Henry J. Hudson, 
suspended during the recess of the Senate. The suspension seems to have been 
made for political reasons only, and the committee has not found anything in 
the case reflecting upon the personal or official character or conduct of the sus- 
pended officer. The nominee seems to be a person competent to discharge the 
duties of the office. The committee therefore report the nomination of the said 
William N. Hensley to the Senate witha recommendation that it be confirmed.” 


J. M. Gilliland to be postmaster at Nashua, in the county of Chick- 
asaw and State of Iowa. 

The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report 
from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads; which was ordered 
by the Senate to be printed in the REcorD: 


On the 16th day of December, 1885, the President nominated to the Senate J- 
M. Gilliland to be postmaster at Nashua, Iowa, vice Joseph F. Grawe, suspended 
during the recess of the Senate. The suspension seems to have been made for 
political reasons only, and the committee has not found anything in the case re- 
flecting upon the personal or official character or conduct of the suspended offi- 
cer. The nominee seems to be a person competent to discharge the duties of 
the office. The committee, therefore, report the nomination of the said J. M. 
Gilliland to the Senate with a recommendation that it be confirmed. 


Franklin A. Thompson, to be postmaster at McCook, Red Clond 


| County, Nebraska. 


The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report 
from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads; which was ordered 
by the Senate to be printed in the Recorp: 


On the llth day of February, 1886,the President nominated to the Senate 
Franklin A. Thompson to be postmaster at McCook, Nebr., vice Alonzo I’. Sharp, 
suspended during the recess of the Senate. The suspension scems to have been 


made for political reasons only,and the committee has not found anything in 
the case reflecting upon the personal or official character or conduct of the sus- 
pended officer. The nominee seems to be a person competent to discharge the 
duties of the office. The committee therefore report the nomination of the said 
Franklin A. Thompson to the Senase with a recommendation that it be con- 
firmed, 


Adam Ferguson, to be postmaster at North Platte, in the county of 


i Lincoln and State of Nebraska. 








0154 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JUNE 2, 


eee 


The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report from 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads; which was ordered by 
the Senate to be printed in the Recorp: 


On the 16th day of December, 1585, the President nominated to the Senate 
Adam Ferguson to be postmaster at North Piatte, Nebr., vice John E, Evans, 
suspended during the recess of the Senate. The suspension seems to have been 
made for political reasons only,and the committee has not found anything in 
the case reflecting upon the personal or official character or conduct of the sus- 
pended officer. The nominee seems to be a person competent to discharge the 
duties of the office. The committee therefore report the nomination of thesaid 
Adam Ferguson to the Senate with a recommendation that it be confirmed. 


C. E. Forbes, to be postmaster at Saint Paul, in the county of Howard 
and State of Nebraska. 


The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report from 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads; which was ordered by 
the Senate to be printed in the Recorp: 


On the 10th day of December, 1885, the President nominated to the Senate C- 
E. Forbes to be postmaster at Saint Paul, Nebr., vice Adelbert A. Kendall, sus- 
pended during the recess of the Senate. The suspension seems to have been 
made for political reasons only, and the committee has not found anything in 
the case reflecting upon the personal or official character or conduct of the sus- 
pended officer. The nominee seems to be a person competent to discharge the 
duties of the office, The committee therefore report the nomination of the 
said C. BE. Forbes to the Senate with a recommendation that it be ° 





REJECTION. 
Executive nomination rejected May 25, 1886. 


Andrew Shanahan, mominated to be postmaster at Rockland, Plym- 
outh County, Massachusetts. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, June 2, 1886. 


The House met at11o’clocka.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. Mrusurn, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterdzy’s proceedings was read and approved. 
TAXATION ON PETROLEUM, HOLLAND. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from the 
President of the United States; which was read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed: 

To the House of Representatives : 


In response to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 17th of 
March last, requesting the Secretary of “to communicate to the House of 
Representatives, if not incompatible with the public interests, copies of recent 
correspondence and dispatches between the Secretary of State and the minister 
of the United States at the Hague, touching the su 

leum in Holland and in the Dutch colonies, and that port m 
of leaf-tobacco to the United States,”’ with reference to my message to the House 
of Representatives of the l4th ultimo, I now transmit a further report of the 


Secretary of State on the subject. 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXxcuTiv® Mansion, June 1, 1886. 


CLAIMS CERTIFIED BY COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House communications from the 
assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting copies of order of 
findings of fact by that court in the several cases of Newit Harris, John 
A. Oursler, and Indiana E. Hughes against the United States; which 
were severally referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


SENATE BILL REFERRED. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill of the Senate of the 
following title; which was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Labor, namely: 

A bill (8S. 2076) to extend to letter-carriers the privileges secured to 
other employés of the United States by section 3738 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to hours of labor. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. CuTrcHEoN, for two weeks, on account of important business. 

To Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey, for three days, on account of impor- 
tant business. 

To Mr. HALL, for two weeks, on account of important business. 

To Mr, ANDERSON, of Ohio, for five days, 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. BUTTERWORTH. by unanimous consent leave 
was granted to withdraw from the files of the House the petition of 
Eliza Rodde, in reference to an application for pension filed on the 24th 
day of May. 

LAWS OF DAKOTA. 

The SPEAKER announced as on the part of the House at 
a conference between the Senate and ietesen the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (H. R. 5888) to and validate the 


general laws of the Territory of Dakota, &e., Mr. Hint, Mr. Boyz, 
and Mr. BAKER. 








ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. OATES. Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to introduce a bil! for ;, er 


ence. 
Mr. BEACH. Ishall be obliged to object. I suppose that will re. 


until next Monday. P 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Appropriations, submitted the 
following report: 


The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was referred the bill (H.R g»- 
making apgorerntions to provide for the expenses of the government of \),. 
District o jum bia for the fiscal year ending June 39, 1887, and for other»... 
poses, together with the amendments of the Senate thereto, having cons), oa , 
the same, beg leave to report as follows : ~aee 

They recommend concurrence in the amendments of the Senate numer 42 
7, 10, 16, 25, 28, 29, 30, $1, 85, 53, 54, 72, 7, 81, 82, 92, and 114. saan 

They recommend non-concurrence in the amendments of the Senate numberej 
1, 2. 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24,26, 27, 22 33 9, 


33, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 55, G6, 87, 58, 59, 60.61 co 


65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 73, 74, 75, 76, 78, 79, 80, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89. 90, 9) G3" G4 
95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 108, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112,113, Y15, })5" 
117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 123, 129, and 130. 

The SPEAKER. Is the reading of the amendments demanded» 

Mr. REAGAN. I should like to have the gentleman from West Vj; 
ginia state what the principal amendments are. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senate added about one hundred and thirty 
amendments ‘o the bill as it passed the House. Some are mere yer}! 
amendments, and many increases are madeof appropriations. The re. 
port of the committee recommends concurrence in no case where the 
amount appropriated by the House has been increased. 

Mr. BLOUNT. What is the aggregate of the increase? 

Mr. WILSON. The aggregate is two hundred and eleven thousand 
and some hundred dollars. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the question will be taken 
upon agreeing to all of the amendments of the Senate in which the 
committee recommend concurrence. 

The said amendments were agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Noseparate vote being demanded, the motion will 
be taken to non-concur in all the rest of the amendments. 

The motion to non-concur was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the several votes taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

, The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask now that a conference be requested with the 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the House wil! request a 
conference with the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses: 
and the Chair will appoint the managers at the conference on the part 
of the House. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. Wrison, Mr. ApAms of New York, and Mr. HenprErson of 


Iowa were appointed as managers on the part of the House at said con- 
ference. 





AQUEDUCT BRIDGE. 


Mr. BARBOUR. I submit the report of the committee of confer- 
ence on the bill (S. 200) known as the Aqueduct Bridge bill. 
The Clerk read the report, as follows: 
The committee of conference on the disagreein 
the amendments to Senate bill No, 200 as follows : 
That the House to the amendment of the Senate, as follows: Page |, 
line — the w “ bridge,” insert the words “ including the piers thereof.” 


That ee eae House, as follows: Pace |, 
line 12, strike out r the word “same” all down to and including the word 
“ bridge,” in line 15, 

hat Senate 


votes of the two Houses on 


agree to the amendment of the House,as follows: Page 1, 
line 20, strike out the word “ one-fourth " and insert the word “ one-hal/.”’ 
That the Senate agree to the amendment of the House,as follows: Page |, 
oe ) 22 and 23, strike out the word “ three-fourths" and insert the word * onc- 
alf.” 
agree to the amendment of the House, as follows: lage 2, 
line 25, strike out all after the word “survey " down to and including the word 


Tha Senate agree to the amendment of the House, as follows: Page 2, 
line 27, strike out the word “ one-fourth ” and insert the word “ one-hal!.” 
That the Senate agree to the amendment of the House, as follows: Page -, 
line 29, strike out the word “ three-fourths” and insert the word ‘one-half.’ — 
T to the amendment of the House, as follows: Page 5, 
lines 3 and 4, strike out the words “and the of draw.” . 
the amendment of the House, as follows: Page 5, 
line 8, strike out the word “and” after the word “ Illinois.” 7 
to the amendment of the House, as follows: Page », 


after the “Vi ” insert the words “Saint Louis, Missouri.” 
At end of the bil the sections: ‘ 
“ Sec. 3. That if in the purchase of the Aqueduct under the first section, 


& 


atany time, itshall be to obtain from the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company, or its grantees, any or conveyance of any portion of the 
ground upon which rests, or right 
to cross the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal from the abutinent to street, orifa 
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hereby appropriated shall be available to meet the payments under condemna- 
tion p ings, if any shall he had. 


“See. 4. The act a ved Februarv 23, 1881, entitled ‘An act to authorize the 
construction of a bridge across the Potomac River,at or near Georgetown in 
the District of Columbia, and for other purposes,’ is hereby repealed." 


JOHN 8. BARBOUR, 
J. H. ROWELL, 
WM. L. WILSON, 
Conferees on the part of the House. 


H. H. RIDDLEBERGER, 
Z. B. VANCE, 
JOHN ©, SPOONER, 
Conferees on the part of the Sonate. 
The statement of the conferecs on the part of the House was read, as 
follows: 


The conferees on the part of the House upon the bill of the Senate 200 respect- 
fully make the following statement to accompany and explain the report of the 
erence : 
x Senate has agreed to all the amendments to said bill made by the House, 
and both parties have agreed that the words “including the piers thereof” 
should be inserted after the word “bridge,” in line 4, so as to avoid any uncer- 
tainty in the interpretation of the aforesaid word “ bridge." 


JOHN 8. BARBOUR, 
WM. L. WILSON, 
J. H. ROWELL, 
Conferees on part of House. 
The report was adopted. 


Mr. BARBOUR moved to reconsider the vote by which the report 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. HATCH. I call for the regular order. 
TheSPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees for re- 


ports. 
NATIONAL TEADES UNIONS. 


Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri, from the Committee on Labor, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7621) to legalize 
the incorporation of national trades unions; which was referred to the 
House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri, from the Committee on Labor, also re- 
ported back the bill (H. R. 6084) to legalize the incorporation of na- 
tional trades unions; which was laid on the table. 

CONSIDERATION OF EDUCATION BILL. 


Mr. DANIEL (by Mr. O’ NEILL, of Missouri), from the Committee 
on Labor, reported back with amendments the following resolution; 
which was read, and referred to the House Calendar: 


Resolved, That Thursday, the 10th day of June, 1886, be set apart for the con- 
sideration of the bill H. R. 7266, entitled a bill to aid in the establishment and 
temporary support of common schools, 


MRS. SARAH L. LATIMER. 

Mr. LANHAM, from the Committee on Claims, reported, as a sub- 
stitute for H. 1:. 6051, a bill (H. R. 9124) to compensate Mrs. Sarah L. 
Latimer for loss of y taken by Sioux Indians; which was read 
a first and second time, referred tothe Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

House bill No. 6051 was laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN obtained leave to file the views of the minority; 
which were ordered to be printed with the report of the majority of 
the committee. 

J. W. BEAMAN AND B. F. SCRIBNER. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 2990) for the relief of John 
W. Beaman and B. F. Scribner; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORT. 


Mr. CO) from the Committee on War Claims, reported back 
with an adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 6649) for the relief of 
George F. Brott; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying re- 
port ordered to be printed. 

BRIDGE ACROSS EASTERN BRANCH. 


Mr. ROWELL, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, re- 
ported back with amendments the bill (H. R. 4806) to authorize the 


construction of a bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac Itiver | 


at the foot of Ivania avenue east; which was referred to the Com 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the 
amendments and accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
SCHOOL BOARD FOR THE DISTRICT. 
Mr. BARBOUR, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 


create a school board for the District of Columbia and to prescribe its 
pay ae he we which was referred to the House Calendar, and, 


the amendments and accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
The bill H. R. 5235 was laid on the table. a 
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NATIONAL SAFE DEPOSIT COMPANY. 

Mr. BARBOUR, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
also reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 
2589) to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to incorporate the National 
Safe Deposit Company, of Washington, in the District of Columbia,”’ 
approved January 22, 1867; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


PARK LANDS AT MARQUETTE, MICH, 


Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported back with amendments the bill (H. R. 6094) granting 
to the city of Marquette, Mich., certain lands for park purposes, with 
amendments; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, and, with the amendments and accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


OLEOMARGARINE, 


Mr. HATCH. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the further consider- 
ation of bills raising revenue. Pending that motion, I ask unanimous 
consent that at 4 o’clock this afternoon the committee shall rise and 
report the pending bill and amendments to the House. 

Mr. REAGAN. Might not an earlier hour be fixed ? 

Mr. HATCH. Some gentlemen informed me there are substantial 
amendments which they desire to discuss. I have therefore proposed 
that the committee shall rise at 4 o’clock. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri asks unanimous con- 
sent that at 4 o’clock this afternoon the Committee of the Whole shall 
rise and report back to the House the bill under consideration with 
amendments. Is there objection? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I desire to make a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. If this order should be made would it not have the 
same effect in the Committee of the Whole as ordering the previous 
question in the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is proposed to direct the committee to report 
the bill back to the House at 4 o’clock, and then if the previous ques- 
tion is ordered it will have to be ordered by the House, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. This has the effect of per- 
emptorily requiring the committee to rise at that hour, no matter what 
point in the bill they may have reached for consideration ? 

The SPEAKER. That would be the effect of the order. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. For instance, if we had not 
yet reached the nineteenth section, which gives the informer a moiety, 
we should be cut off from the discussion of that section. 

Mr. HATCH. I will say to the gentleman that that is one of the 
sections that we desire to discuss, and there can be no doubt whatever 
that we shall reach it during the day. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Can we have a yea-and-nay vote on that in the 
House? I think itis very important that weshould havea vote on that 
section. 

Mr. HATCH, I have no objection to that. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I have nodoubt that we can reach the nineteenth 
section during the day, but to make this order now would enable par- 
ties to waste all the intervening time and prevent our reaching that or 
other sections. 

Mr. HATCH. I assure the gentleman that there is no disposition on 
the part of those who are in favor of this bill to waste any time on any 
section. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Well, I do not know the disposition of those 
who are opposed toit. LIobject. I am perfectly willing that a vote 
shall be had earlier, but I can not consent to the arrangement pro- 


Mr. DUNHAM. I hope the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Ham- 
MOND] will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Iwill not. I would like to have a vote on the 
bill in an hour, but I do not wish to place myself in & box. 

Mr.DUNHAM. AsI understand the position of the gentleman—— 

The SPEAKER. The proposition has been made and stated by the 
Chair, and it has been objected to by the gentleman from Georgia, who 
insists upon his objection. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I want to see if I understand it correctly. 
can be no harm in that. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from Georgia objects. 

Mr. HAMMOND. It is immaterial whether the gentleman from 
Iilinois [Mr. DUNHAM] understands it correctly or not. I object. 
{ Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. 


There 


The question is on the motion of the gentleman 


' from Missouri [Mr. Harcu], that the House now resolve itself into 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the further con- 


| sideration of bills raising revenue. 
Teported, ae a substitute for the bill H. R. 5235, a bill (H. R. 9125) to 


The motion was agreed to. 

The House according!y resolved itself into Coramittee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. SPRINGER in the chair, 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union for the farther consideration of the bill (H. 
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R. 8328) defining butter; also imposing a tax upon and regulating the 
manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine. 
The Clerk will report the pending amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 3, section Li, strike out “ fifty ’ and insert “‘ten;* making it read: 

“ That every person who knowing! ae or receives for sale any oleo- 
margarine which has not been an A or stamped according to law shall be 
liable to a penalty of $50 for each such offense.”’ 

The question was taken on the amendment, and there were—ayes 4, 
noes 78. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no further amendments to this sec- 
tion of the bill the Clerk will report the next section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 12. That every person who purchases or receives for sale any oleomar- 

rine from any manufacturer who has not paid the s tax shall be liable 


or each offense to a penalty of $100 and to a forfeiture of all articles so pur- 
chased or received, or of the full value thereof. 


Mr. WELLBORN. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last 
word of the section, and do so for the purpose of submitting some gen- 
eral remarks in opposition to the bill. 

To the supporters of the measure I concede that if oleomargarine 
and its kindred compounds are noxious and deleterious to health, which, 
however, has not been shown during this debate save by vague general 
assertion, their manufacture ané zale ought to be regulated or sup- 
pressed according as the nature and extent of the mischiefs to be rem- 
edied require. But for the enactment of such laws, I submit, the police 
power of the States should be inveked and not the limited authority 
of the Federal Government. I concede further that oleomargarine and 
other like articles of food ought to be made to stand on their own merits, 
and that their fraudulent sales as genuine products ought to be severely 
condemned by publicopinion and effectually guarded against by suitable 
laws. 

It does not rest with Congress, however, to apply correctives, though 
these evils be ever so aggravated and flagrant. This should be done 
by the Legislatures of the States. In either event, that is, whether 
the bill be considered a sanitary regulation or a measare for the pre- 
vention of frauds and impositions, I can but regard it an invasion by 
Federal of State authority. And right here let me repeat, with em- 
phasis, what has been so often said before, that the growing disposition 
of the Federal Government to unduly extend its powers can but be 
viewed with anxiety and solicitude, if not alarm, by those who would 
hold its several departments to their delegated functions. This dis- 
position, unresisted and unchecked, must inevitably sooner or later re- 
sult in strengthening and broadening Federal jurisdiction to such an 
extent that State lines will exist only on the map and be without po- 
litical significance or bearing. 

We are told by others that the bill is a revenue measure, and there- 
fore clearly within the constitutional grant to Congress of the power 
to ‘lay and collect taxes,’’ &c. But does the Government need larger 
revenues than are now collected? On the contrary the declaration is 
heard everywhere, both inside and out of this House, that taxation 
must be reduced, not increased. Again, what are the provisions which 
it is claimed give a revenue character to the bill? They are the special 
taxes of $600 on the manufacturer, $480 on the wholesale dealer, $48 
on the retail dealer, and 10 cents per pound on the article itself. The 
testimony of gentlemen familiar with the subject is to the effect that 
these taxes will render unprofitable and hence impracticable the con- 
tinued manufacture of oleomargarine. If this be true no revenue, of 
course, can be derived from the bill. These two conditions, namely, 
that no larger revenues are needed and that the proposed taxes would 
practically discontinue the manufacture of oleomargarine, strip the bill 
of its revenue garb and disclose as its real object the fostering of dairy 
interests at the expense of a competing domestic industry. Than this 
no greater departure from early principles and traditions has ever been 
attempted. 

What, think you, would have been the feelings of the men who con- 
structed the Government a hundred years ago on the principle of equal 
rights could they have foreseen that one of its sovereign powers, that 
of taxation, was ultimately to be used as a means of protecting one 
American industry from the competition of another American industry? 
Despondency, if not despair, would have staggered their energies. And 
yet, sir, as is openly avowed by its recognized promoters, such is the 
su tial purpose of the mischievous bill we are now considering. 
The fact that it comes to us disguised as a revenue measure but inten- 
sifies its viciousness. I have not time to discuss at length the consti- 
tutional phase of this question, but will submita simple inquiry: What 
is the essential principle of the bill? What is the doctrine on which 
it necessarily rests? It is that hateful principle which invites and 
justifies legislation in behalf of special interests. It is the odious doc- 
trine of class legislation whose abominable office it is to destroy one 





domestic indust in codes Oa 8 eee ee ee wth 
may be im to another domestic industry, a doctrine w! can 
but 


ri tfally have no place or standing in a land of free 
Thich belongs only: te existoeuntie Sal saanendiaiah Gaui. 
me ae oplnien, is. Chalten, eS 
tory of the Republic a more dangerous precedent than that which the 
enactment of this bill into a law would establish. Could the voices of 
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Jefferson and Jackson be lifted to-day from their graves and reach ys 
on this side of the House their utterances would be those of disp! rasx-. 
if notof wrath. In blistering words would they denounce this },i)|__},,; 
only as un-American, but as violative of the high aims and princip|cs 
of that great party of constitutional law and equal rights which theo 
founded and preserved, not for particular classes and interests, ui ;- 
the common good of the generations that were to follow them. They 
would also implore us to resist and oppose all efforts at class legislation, 
and to hold fast to the elemental tenet of democratic faith, ** Uy; y.: 
privileges to none; equal protection of the laws to all.”’ x 

The advocacy of this measure by Republicans is no occasion of oy, 
prise. It possesses at least the virtue, if virtue it be, of consistency 
Such action on their part is in keeping with the dogmas of that schoo! 
of political philosophy in which they have been tanght. The protect. 
ive policy of which this bill is but an extreme manifestation is the 
cardinal economic belief of the Republican party; and under the ry|> 
of that party this protective policy has been expanded to such an ex- 
tent over numberless interests and classes that monopoly in its mnu)tj- 
form character has at last grown so great that its huge shadow darkens 
all the land. No wonder that gentlemen so earnestly, intensely de. 
voted to a particular dogma rush it blindly, madly rush it, to danger. 
ous if not fatal extremes. Of the Republicans, therefore, who support 
this measure we can but involuntarily exclaim, ‘‘ Lord, have mercy on 
them; they know not what they do!’’ But no such excuse exists for 
our Democratic friends. They have been brought up in a different 
school of politics, and the country expects of them better things 

But, sir, in mitigation of the evil of this bill, it is said that it is ip 
the interest of the farmer. We are told also that in meeting the ex- 
penses of government heavy, unequal burdens rest upon the agricult- 
ural interests of thecountry. No truth moreobvious and at the same 
time more shameful than the latter statement has ever been promul- 
gated in this House. But how, in what conceivable way, can this bil! 


lift the burdens complained of? Mr. Chairman, the plea that the meas- 
ure is in the interest of agriculture will not do, nor will it be accepted 
by the farmers of the country, whose approbation it is designe: to se- 
cure. 


{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MILLS obtained the floor and said: I yield my time to wy col- 
league [Mr. WELLBORN ]}. 

Mr. WELLBORN. I wasabout to observe, Mr. Chairman, that A mer- 
ican farmers are not readily duped. They are men of intelligence as 
well as of honesty and patriotism. They realize keenly the grievous 
wrongs to which they have long been subjected by vicious legislation. 
They are in arms for relief, and for one I trust that the momentous 
though bloodless contest will not be ended until their grievances are 
redressed. But, sir, these grievances spring from poisoned, malignant 
sources, which this bill does not undertake to touch. Let me enumer- 
ate some of them. 

First and foremost I place the protective tariff, whose intolerable 
burdens distress and te the fireside of every farmer in the land. 

Second. Another fraitfal source of injury and harm to the agricult- 
urist is the failure of Congress to regulate interstate commerce. Next 
to uniform and equal taxation there is nothing which more nearly con- 
cerns the farmer than the transportation of his products to the markets 
of the world on fairand reasonableterms. Corporate privileges—among 
others the transcendent right of eminent domain—are conferred not for 
the advantage of individuals but for the public good, and Government 
should see to it that these privileges are so used as to promote, not de- 
feat, the object of their grant. 

In the third place, our contracted, inadequate currency is another 
evil which afflicts and curses agricultural as well as other laboring in- 
terests. A currency insufficient in volume can but enhance the value 
of money and are ae ene the prices of agricultural as 
well as other products of A 

These are some of the monstrous wrongs te which farmers are sub- 
jected. In the face of these wrongs, what is the situation here to-day” 
What, Mr. Chairman, is the m which this day’s proceedings of 
the House will send to the farmer in answer to his repeated demands 
for justice? Let me outline it. ‘‘ Farmers of America, in order to 
still farther increase the colossal fortunes of manufacturers you must 
continue to bear the intolerable burdens of To the end that 
railroad magnates and kings may continue to draw large dividends on 
unreal, watered, fictitious stock you mast still submit to those unjust 

exactions which are inevitable in the absence of laws regu- 
lating interstate commerce. In the interests of national banks, of 
and of persons with fixed incomes you must suffer in- 
definitely the fearful evils of a contracted currency, made more inade- 
quate by the refusal of Congress to restore silver to free and unlimited 
coinage. But, as an a for these multiplied and ne 
wrongs, as compensation stupendous ens you ant 
incalculable losses you sustain in the respects named, know that here 
under the dome of the nation’s Capitol your chosen tatives are 


’ in id, heroic struggle to 

souske out that sam Gal teases clesusappeins, 

from a competition your surplus butter.”’ [Laughter and 
Tis may be ontistactory to the large dairy interests of the country; 


: 
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wou 

pat, sir, I greatly mistake the intelligent, patriotic manhood of the 

American farmer if he does not respond to this message indignantly 
dd resen y- 

(Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. NELSON. I move to amend the pro forma amendment so as to 
strike out the last two words. And I will yield my time to the gen- 
tieman from Texas [Mr. WELLBORN]. 

Mr. WELLBORN. Mr. Chairman, I was about to say, that when 
the farmers come to investigate and reflect deliberately upon this bill 
so far from indorsing they will condemn it as an extreme development 
of that odious policy of protection whose robberies have impoverished 
them to the enrichment of manufacturers. And I say further, that in- 
stead of consuming the time of the House in an effort to pull down one 
interest in order to make another more prosperous, under the delusive 
plea of benefiting agriculture, better far would it be were we to devote 
our attention to measures which will bring substantial and permanent 
relief to this tax-ridden, monopoly-oppressed industry. 

The more important of these measures, as I have already indicated, 
are the abrogation of the protective tariff, the regulation of interstate 
commerce, and the restoration of silver to free and unlimited coinage. 
To these I would add another measure or policy of interest not only to 
farmers but to all classes, namely, the absolute and irrevocable dedica- 
tion of all that remains of our public domain to homestead uses for 
those of our people who are homeless and landless. No object of higher, 
more universal concern than that of placing it within the power of 
the individual to acquire for himself a home ever had the sanction of 
American patriotism or challenged the energies of American states- 
manship. There are two conditions calculated to attach the citizen 
to his country and his government: 

First. ip of the roof, however humble it may be, which 
shelters his wife and children. 

Second. Consciousness of the fact that the law extends over this roof 
and those beneath it a jealous protection, given to no other species of 
property, and the fullness of which is aptly represented in those sublime 
utterances of Chatham: 

The poorest man may in his cottage bid defiance to all the forces of the 
Crown. It may be frail; its roof may shake; the wind may blow through it; 
the storm may enter; the rain may enter, but the King of England may not 

his force dares not cross the threshold of the ruined tenement. 

Givetoa man this ownership and this consciousness and he will love 
the country which holds within its borders, and revere the government 
which shields from harm and intrusion, what to him is the most sacred 
of localities. For this country and this government he will fight; for 
them, if need be, he will die. 

Mr. Chairman, while I speak to-day with all the earnestness of my 
nature, while I speak with all the emphasis that my humble control of 
language can give, in behalf of an oppressed industry—agriculture, I 
do not claim to be its special champion to the exclusion of all other in- 

And were I to arrogate to myself the exclusive championship 
or any other industry or interest my utterances ought to be de- 
spised as the wiles of a conscienceless man degrading the high office of 
Representative into the contemptible réle of a political 


I do claim to represent all the interests and all the classes of my 

, and when one of these is borne down by oppression duty 
commands me to its attempted relief. And I tell you to-day, sir, the 
wrongs which I have hurriedly enumerated must be redressed or else 
the social and political elements of the country will be kept in a state 
of constant not only perilous to public peace and order, 
but ultimately to the stability of our institutions. Sir, no matter how 
widely members of this House may differ on other questions, no mat- 
ter how fierce and bitter party prejudice and passion may at times un- 
fortunately become, there is one question upon which I trust that mid- 
dle aisle ae never divide us—the desirability of perpetuating free 

¥ ernment. To this end we ought sternly to resist all 


all propositions which look to the building up 

of one interest at the expense of others. Sir, if we would place the free 
institutions of our country in fortresses impregnable and lasting we 
must intrench them in the hearts of the people. ‘To make this possi- 
eee people must mew Lendl 3 mealies thes this Government is theirs, 
a t and privileges. Then let our legisla- 

tion be #0 framed, let all our public policies be so shaped as to rivet 
this great conviction, in the popular mind, and then 
: under a mighty impulse, the love and affection of sixty 
millions of people of ean aed interests, will move forward to a 
higher and a more glorious destiny than has hitherto been allotted to 


“een. [Great applause. ] 
J - If there be no objection all formal amendments 
will be considered as withdrawn. 


Mr. BEACH. I move, after the word ‘‘who,” in line 1, to insert 
“Reiaey so it will read: , 
Sie who postinaty purchases or receives for salc any oleo- 


Now, Mr, Chairman, I do not care to consume the time of the com- 
debating that amendment. I think the chairman will see 


the of its adoption. 
Me HATCH I sought the floor this morning for the purpose of 
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offering that amendment. 
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As I said yesterday, I would not object to 
its being adopted. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. O'FERRALL. Mr. Chairman, the discussion of this bill has 


been protracted to such an extent I am reluctant to detain the House 
with any further remarks of mine; but after listening a day or twoago 


to the distinguished gentleman from New York [Mr. FARQUHAR] and 
this morning to the distinguished gentleman from Texas [Mr. WELI- 


BORN ] I find, perhaps, it is necessary for me and other Democrats on 


this floor who favor this bill to take our political bearings and see where 


we stand. Thedistinguished gentleman from New York declared this 


bill was contrary to the tenets and policy of the Republican party, 
and he warned his friends on the other side of the House who are sup- 
porting it that its passage would tend to reduce tariff taxes. 


It this be 
the effect of the passage of this bill, then, sir, the gentleman from New 
York has offered the very best argument he could offer why Democrats 


should support it, and he has strengthened me in my support of it at 
least, 
gave the people of this land their brains and their hands, and what 
they make by their brains and their hands by the law of the Almighty 


I am atariff reformer in its most comprehensive sense. God 


belongs to them, exvert so fev as it may be necessary to contribute to 


the support of the national household in which they all have a common 


interest. 

And when this Government puts its hand in the pockets of the peo- 
ple and takes therefrom more money than is necessai/ to run the Gov- 
ernment upon principles of true economy it is committing a robbery 
by taking from them the fruits of their brains and hands, their sweat 
and toil and muscle, and committing a wrong which will not down or 
be covered up by all the sophistries of the high protective-tariff idea. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Texas comes and says that 
this bill now is in the interest of protection. I recognize his ability, 
sir, but he loses sight altogether of the bed-rock principle underlying 
this legislation. He says it is undemocratic; that it builds up one in- 
dustry at the expense of another industry, and hence is unconstitu- 
tional. 

Sir, it is not building up an honest industry at the expense of an- 
other honest industry. It is building up a pure and honest industry 
at the expense of a fraudulent and deceptive enterprise that is daily 
wronging the people of this country. It is legislating in favor of truth 
against falsehood; it is legislating in favor of one of the purest of prod- 
ucts against one that shuns the light of day; that works in darkness 
and deceit; that wears a false face and steals the livery of honesty to 
cover it when it is presented in the markets of the country. Uncon- 
stitutional, says the gentleman! I love the Constitution and cherish 
it. I would not willingly do violence to it, no matter how much public 
sentiment might demand it or public clamor require it. I ama Dem- 
ocrat, pure and simple; proud of my party, its record, traditions, and 
glories. I am astrict-construction Democrat; but I believe the Consti- 
tution, which was the emanation of the minds of men which seemed 
to be charged with electric thought, and I might almost say, without 
sacrilege, of divine inspiration from that God whose eye had witnessed 
the decay and fall of so many republics before the grand inception of 
this Republic—I believe that Constitution is broad enough to allow 
Congress to tax fraud and deceit in the shape of oleomargarine and 
kindred products, and force the miserable fraud to sail under its own 
black flag of disease and death. 

I believe, in addition, sir, that this Congress has power to tax fraud 
and protect honestindustries; and in raising money by taxing this fraud 
to make it possible to relieve another honest industry by taking the tax 
from tobacco; and, failing in that, to empower Congress to reduce the 
tariff tax, that follows the child from infancy to boyhood through all 
of the stages of manhood down to old age, and only ceases its vicious 
pursuit at the grave, and retires with the mourners with its head bowed 
over the loss of a subject. [Applause. ] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, 
question ? 

Mr. O’FERRALL. Yes; but not out of my time. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Of course, since there is no 
other time in which to ask it, I must desist. 

Mr. O’FERRALL. I will remind the gentleman from Arkansas of 
an old Quaker proverb: ‘‘If one toss salt on thee it will do thee no 
harm unless thou hast sore places.’’ The gentleman can apply the 
proverb. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HAMMOND, Mr. Chairman, I am not disposed now to discuss 
Democratic doctrines. Any man who believes that the taxing power 
of the Government can be used to prevent the manufacture of good 
maple sirup out of sorghum-cane (which is now being done in Kansas) ; 
any man who believes that the taxing power of the Government can be 
used to prevent people from selling glucose sugar made of corn as sugar 
made of sugar-cane, lying every time they make a sale, can vote if he 
likes for this bill. He was not taught in the same school of politics in 
which I was educated. I understand these things to be beyond the 
purpose of this General Government. It isa good thing to stop profane 
swearing, but this Government can not do that. It is a good thing to 
stop stealing, but this Government can not do it, except from itself. 

But I rose to say I am glad to see the bill improves as it goes along. 


May I ask the gentleman a 
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a suggestion in regard to a point made by the distinguished gent), 
from Texas [Mr. WELLBORN J, whose eloquence in this matter [ ad),;.. 
as I always do his eloquence, and whose opinions I respect, for { * 
are stated honestlyand frankly. That point which the gentlem» ¢,,, 
Texas made was this: That we were taxing one industry in the jy1,. 
ef another. I do not so regard this measure at all. If I thon 
should vote against it and do all I could to secure its defeat. 
my judgment, it is simply and only an attempt by legislation ¢,, ),,), 
about fair play as between one industry and another, to compe} 4 ;. 
dustry which has deceived the people by imitating a genuine .. 
food to show its hand or suffer the penalties named in the bil]. Noo, 
wishes to interfere with an honest business honestly conducte|. 4 
bill is aimed only at imitation of the real article. If the offensi, 
pound is not made to imitate the genuine product of the dairy and yo 
tice is given to all dealers and consumers of its real character, jt yj 
not be subjected to any tax at all under the amendment proposed 
offered by the gentleman from Missouri, the chairman of the , 
tee that reported the bill. 

Does this bill affect alone the dairymen of this country? By y 
means. It affects the consumer much more than it does the dairy may 
or the dealer in the article; and in that view of the case the gent|e. 
man’s argument is notsound. The object of this bill is not to prefe; 
any one industry above another or to tax one industry out of existence 
for the benefit of another, but to place each upon an equality with the 
other. T*:4 is the purpose and the effect of the bill, and we very prop 
erly vse the taxing power given us in the Constitution for the purpose 
of obtaining jurisdiction of this subject-matter; and after we have o}- 
tained jurisdiction of the subject-matter we impose regulations which 
shall give all the world, both dairymen and consumers, a fair notice 
and a fair warning of what they buy, what they pay for, and what th 
eat. And to permit the manufacturers of oleomargarine to foist thei; 
product, distasteful as it is, apon the public under false colors is to pe 
mit them to havean advantage over another industry which is equally 
under the protection of our laws or should be. ; 

I can not imagine a more reprehensible way of obtaining profit than 
the practice of the manufacturers of oleomargarine in the imitation of 
genuine butter and insellingit todealersandconsumers. 11 is ¢)aimed 
that many of them stamp their product and in other ways notify deal- 
ers what they are buying. This is all very well and as it should }) 
but how many ef them do this? And how many consumers cat tl 
unwholesome stuff supposing it to be a real article? 

The committee that reported this bill find: 

That such imitations are not only disastrous to the dairy interest directly aud 
to all branches of agriculture indirectly, but os they are detrimental! to pul) 
























The gentleman in charge of it, in order to induce a suspension of the 
opposition to it, declared that when it came into the House he would 
himself offer amendments reducing this tax. To-day and yesterday he 
has put into these eleventh and twelfth sections a word that takes from 
them all their force. These twosections were literally copied from sec- 
tions 3366 and 3367 Revised Statutes, to suppress the violation of the 
internal-revenue laws as to tobacco. It was known when those laws 
were passed that if you had to prove that the party knew he was vio- 
lating the law it might be utterly nugatory. The man who made this 
bill understood that he was asking the House to pass the hard, cold, 
cruc], internal-revenue system as to tobacco to be used to crush one 
American industry for another. But the ventilation in this House has 
made some retract. 

And now, not manfully striking out the sections but covertly put- 
ting in the word ‘‘ knowingly,’’ which destroys their force, another fraud 
is practiced on the House. . 

The nineteenth section of this bill, framed for the purpose of destroy- 
ing oleomargarine, offers a reward to all the dirty informers of the land. 
After Congress had deliberately repealed the laws as to informers as to 
malt and distilled liquors and tobacco, this bill comes in and renews 
that system with features worse than before. But the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. HomMAN] says he will take that out. He says he will 
relieve the bill of thatfeature. In other words, so odious is this meas- 
ure, that its friends have found they have to trim to keep the majority 
of the members of this House in support of the bill. 

Go on, gentlemen, and make it as little a curse to the farmersas you 
can. But you still leave in it the right of servants to tell that their mis- 
tresses bought oleomargarine, knowing it to be such, or that their mis- 
tresses emptied a package of oleomargarine sent home and did not de- 
stroy the stamp; and you have an internal-revenue officer or his deputy 
in every pantry in America. Let the man who desires to vote forsuch 
a measure vote for it. I would not for my right arm. [Applause. ] 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Here the committee informally rose, and the Speaker resumed the 
chair, 

Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled a bill of the fol- 
lowing title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 2357) for the relief of H. H. Faulkner and Mary Wood- 
lee. 


et 


to be 


KANSAS CITY, FORT SCOTT AND GULF RAILROAD COMPANY. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is desired to request the return from 
the President of a bill which has passed both Houses. The Clerk will 


health, being the Sestias conmnet P comes Siouenes. : 
read esoluti i has been han Chair Thatamong articles and ingredients used in maaufacture of such in 
See " ution which m handed to the * | tations there are the following: Nitric acid, Of lead, sulphate of lim 
e Clerk read as follows: benzoic acid, but; acid, capsic anil euutunaceiat sulphuric acid 


Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the Presi- 
dent be requested to return to the House of Representatives the bill (H. R. 6391) 
to authorize the Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf Railway Company to con- 
struct and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other pur- 
poses. 


tallow, aa , castor caul, Sa, chlorate of potash, 
peroxide of magnesia, nitrate of soda, dry. : rax, or 
root, bicarbonate of soda, eaparic acid, sulphite of soda, pepsin, lard, caustic po'- 
ash, chalk, oil of sesame (or benne), turnip-seed oil, oil of sweet almonds, s'omach 
of sheep, or calves, mustard-seed oil, bicarscnate of potash, boracic avid, 

cotton-seed oil, alam, cows’ udders, sal-soda, farinaceous flour, car- 
bolic acid, slippery-elm bark, olive oil, bromo-chloralum, oil of peanuts, sugar, 
caust . 

From the best and most reliable information obtainable your committee |x 
lieve that about 200,000,000 pounds of spurious and imitation compounds and 
mixtures are now being manufactured annually, which not only takes the place 
of so much butter, but stops the consumption of much more by fhe demorsiiz\- 
tion of the trade. 


Mr. Chairman, if anybody wants to eat this compound, althouy)h it's 
called butter or butterine, I suppose we can not object, but those who 
do not wish to indulge in this inviting morsel should have the prot 
tions afforded by this bill. 

Another suggestion is made, that this measure is in the interes! 0! 
the American system of i I do not so understand the }i! 
It is not protection in sense that we ordinarily understan’ | 
word when of the American system of protection to our }yie 
industries. Not at all. There is no fraud in manufacturing =) \' 
cutlery in Europe and importing it into this country under its 0" 

name, under its own proper colors. Not at all. 

e take that silk or that cu and we impose a duty upon 1) 1). 
compels it to go into the markets ef our country on an equal fooi'ns 
with our own product of the same kind, thereby placing it upoo 0” 
equality with our own industries, just as this bill proposes to p 20° 
no we an‘equality with another so far as fair dealing 's «1 
cerned. e compel fair dealing by this bill as between some 1ncus 
tries ing with each other. But the tariff duty is placed 0)" 
the foreign- article to protect each one of our industries a¢:'">' 
foreign competition, and to equalize the unequal conditions con": ted 
with producing the same article in our own country and in fore 
countries. 


*. There being no objection, the resolution was agreed to. 
OLEOMARGARINE, 


Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent that when the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union again resumes considera- 
tion of the bill H. R. 8328 all debate on the section under considera- 
tion and amendments thereto be liraited to one minute. 

There was ne objection, and it was so ordered. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 12 by striking out in line 4 “$100” and inserting “$10.” 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 12 by striking out in line 4 “ $100" and inserting “ $20.” 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 12 by striking out in line 4 “ $100” and inserting “ $25." 


Mr. DUNHAM. I ask a division on that amendment. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 10, noes 98. 
So (further count not being called for) the amendment was disagreed 
to. 
The Clerk read section 13, as follows: 
Sro. 13. That when any stam package containing oleomargarine is 
emptied, it shall be the duty of the pe in one bees the same is to de- 
fuses so to do shall foreach such olfense be baed novexcseding $00,and impris. | ‘The bestevidence that this bill is not generally regarded as the get 
oned not les« than ten days nor more than six months, And any person who | man from Texasregards it is found in the factthat membersof this !10\'- 
fraudulently gives away or nanan Ries nee Soe ae ron Saat are divided upon the bill neither politically nor with reference to)" 
king oleomargarine any such stamped package, shall for each such offense - fork {Mr 
easel an exceeding $100, and be imprisoned not more than one year. Any tection or free trade. We see that the gentleman from . ew Yor ; 
the tax-paid sta found 1,9 ~ ~ = me 
-pa mp ts found. 


we see the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY], a life-lons 
Mr. BUCK. I offer a formal amendment for the purpose of making | advocate of the protective system, opposing the bill. We see Demo 
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crats and Republicans favoring the bill, and Democrats and Republic- 


ans 0 ing it. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. DANreEL], whose eloquence is al- 
ways so agreeable to us, took occasion the other day to lament the loss 
of some of his political associates, and to say that upon this question 
they had fled to the Republicaneamp. Let me say to him that he need 
have no fears of that kind, for he will find them all back again with 


him when the great question comes up on the bill of the distinguished | 


gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] to reduce tariff duties and 

Jace certain articles on the free-list. 
the fold and do duty against the system of American protection, except 
perhaps the noble few whom I will call the Parnellites of American 


protection, led by the Parnell of America in tariff legislation, the dis- | 


tinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL]. 

Mr. Chairman, I shall support this bill, because I wish to see uni- 
formity of law on this subject. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
HAMMOND] made a very excellent point against this bill, if his point 
were well taken, in regard to the legislation by the States. He said 
the matter belonged to the States, and that the States ought to take 
care of it. If the States would do so, and do it uniformly, I would be 
very glad indeed to see them do it. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Does the gentleman mean that when the States 
will not laws to suit him Congress should pass them? 

Mr. BUCK. Not at all. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I would like to answer that question and say, 
“Yes, if we have the jurisdiction under the Constitution.”’ 

Mr. HAMMOND. I have no doubt you would vote for anything of 
the kind. 

Mr. BUCK. Let me answer the gentleman. The States and the 
United States in Congress assembled have concurrent jurisdiction over 
the question which this bill deals with, and the fact is that any State 
may pass a law regulating this matter, as my own State of Connecticut 
has done and as several other States have done. Florida, I believe, 
has passed a law on this subject; so has New York; so has Pennsylva- 
nia, and so, I believe, has Massachusetts; but other States have not. 

In the mean time the farmers, the dairymen, the consumers, have all 
come here and asked us to make a common law on this subject, which 
shall apply all over the country, so as to have fair dealing in legislation 
and fair dealing in commercial transactions. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, there is one 
reason in favor of this bill, just one, and that is that a certain measure 
of public sentiment demands it. Now, sir, whenever we reach a point 
where we measure and shape our legislation exclusively by the be- 
hests of popular sentiment, losing sight of the Constitution, we have 
ceased to be the American Republic, and have become simply the old 
Athenian democracy, where the people assembled in the market-places 
and the popular will was both the constitution and the government. 
That is the condition to which we are coming; no longer a popular 
will harnessed by constitutional restrictions of the people’s own adop- 
tion and expressed by careful and cautious representatives. Sir, noth- 
ing has more impressed me with the importance of a conservative body 
of long tenure of office at the other end of the Capitol than the man- 
ner in which gentlemen have ridden downevery constitutional barrier, 
every traditional maxim of government, and have flocked in ill-assorted 
numbers in support of this bill. 

The distinguished gentleman from Ohio-[Mr. BurrerwortH] has 
warned his protectionists friends that this will advance the cause of free 
trade because it is protection ran mad, and that people will not tolerate 
it. I trustthe impending evil will producea reaction among the people 
and lead to reforms. My friend from Virginia [ Mr. O'FEREALL), who 
spoke a few moments ago, seeks to adopt this extreme measure of pro- 
tection as a means of attaining revenue reform. I do not believe in 
doing evil that may come. I believe that every member who 
supports this will ultimately lose ground in public confidence and 
estimation. So far as I can see, the supporters of this bill have aban- 
doned all of its being a just and proper measure for taxation. 
, ly have the face longer to stand before the country profess- 
ing, as have heretofore done, that the one great duty of the hour 
isa of taxes and at the same time contending for this bill 
as @ measure to increase taxation. The other horn of the dilemma is 
it polices the industries of the country, and upon that proposition 

to the Clerk’sdesk a decision of the Supreme Court which I ask 
we read. It is the decision in the case of the United States vs. 
(9 Wallace, page 42). It is the unanimous decision of, for 
most part, a Republican court, delivered by Chief-Justice Chase, 

the centralizing, reckless era of 1869. It should be heeded at 
least by Democrats who now seek to go where it solemnly forbids even 
Repu to enter. 


g 


E 


l 


to 


e 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Section 29 of the act of March 2, 1867, declares— 
eno person shall mix for naphtha and illuminating oils, or shall know- 


for sale, or offer for sale such mixture, or shall sell or offe 
Se aeaaeem peseloem for illuminating inflammable at fess 
or than 110 degrees 


it; and any person so doing 
to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 


for sale 


| 


by indict- 
ment or ~ in any court of the United States haying competent juris 
: fine, &c., a Y 
me the opinion of the court. 
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The questions certified resolve themselves into this: Has Congress power, 
under the Constitution, to prohibit trade within the limits of a State? 

That Congress has power to regulate commerce with foreign nations and among 
the several States, and with the Indian tribes, the Constitution expressly declares. 
But this express grant of power to regulate commerce among the States has al- 

ways been understood as limited by its terms; and as a virtual denial of any 
power to interfere with the internal trade and business of the separate States, 
except, indeed, as a necessary and proper means for carrying int 

some other power expressly granted or \ 


execution 
sted, 


| Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent that all debate upon this 
| section and all amendments thereto may be closed 
| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I would like to have the Clerk 
conclude the reading. 
Mr. HATCH. Say in five minutes. 
Mr. HAMMOND. I desire, before debate is closed, to call attention 
| to the last paragraph of the section. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas 
limitation ten minutes 

| Mr. HATCH. Very well. 

Mr. HAMMOND. If I can have five minutes of the ten I have no 
objection. 

Mr. HATCH. You can, so far as I am concerned. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Harcn] 
asks unanimous consent that all debate on this section and amend- 
ments thereto be limited to ten minutes. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
reading of that decision. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


to Mr. HATCH). Make the 


I ask the Clerk to finish the 


It has been urged in argument that the provision under which this indict- 
ment was framed is within this exception; that the prohibition of the sale of 
the illuminating oil described in the indictment was in aid and support of the 
internal-revenue tax imposed on other illuminating oils. And we have been 
referred to provisions, supposed to be analogous, regulating the business of dis- 
tilling liquors and the mode of packing various manufactured articles, but the 
analogy appears to fail at the essential point, for the regulations referred to are 
restricted to the very articles which are the subject of taxation, and are plainly 
adapted to secure the collection of the tax imposed; while, in the case before 
us, no tax is imposed on the oils thesale of whichis prohibited. If the prohibi- 
tion, therefore, has any relation to taxation at all, it is merely that of increasing 
the production and sale of other oils, and, consequently,the revenue derived 
from them, by excluding from the market the particular kind prescribed 

This consequence is too remote and too uncertain to warrant usin saying that 
the prohibition is an appropriate and plainly adapted means for carrying into 
execution the power of laying and collecting taxes. 

There is, indeed, no reason forsaying that it was regarded by Congress as such 
® means, except that it is foundin an actimposing internal duties. Standing by 
itself, it is plainly a regulation of police; and that it was so considered, if not by 
the Congress which cnacted it, certainly by the succeeding Congress, may be in- 
ferred from the circumstance that while all special taxes on illuminating oils 
were repealed by the act of July 20, 1868, which subjected distillers and refiners 
to the tax on sales as manufacturers, this prohibition was left unrepealed 

As a police regulation, relating exclusively to the internal trade of the States, 
it can only have effect where the legislative anthority of Congress excludes, 
territorially, all State legislation, as for example in the District of Columbia 
Within State limits it can have no constitutional operation. This has been so 
frequently declared by this court,Jresults so obviously from the terms of the 
Constitution, and has been so fully explained and supported on former occa- 
sions, that we think it unnecessary to enter again upon the discussion 

The first question certified must, therefore, be answered in the negativ« 

The second question must also be answered in the negative, except so fur as 
the section named operates within the United States but without the limits of 
any State. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, itseems strange 
that a committee of this House should contend for lawful power where 
the decisions are so strong and so unanimous against the position they 
hold. They adopt the form of a tax-bill so as to escape the courts, to 
professedly do what now professedly we have no direct power to do. 
This isa shameful abuse and betrayal of atrust. Withouta line in any 
decision to sustain them—literally taken by the heels and thrown out 
of Congress by every decision of any court that has passed judgment 
upon the question—they yet come here and by the power of an unrea- 
soning and selfish public sentiment are forcing through this body one 
of the most astonishing and odious bill ever presented to it. And, sir, 
we see put forward to sustain this measure all manner of fraudulent 
statistics, There is absolutely no demand for a bill of this kind except 
from the sellers of a competing article, who wish us to do police duty 
for the States, and to stamp a rival industry out of existence by impos- 
ing a tax upon it of nearly if not quite 150 per cent. 

Mr. Chairman, it is significant that foreign governments that are sin- 
gularly skillfal in detecting all fraudulent and injurious features in 
connection with food products, foreign governments that have inter- 
dicted our pork and our beef, foreign governments that have rival dairy 
industries and whose people are consuming annually 120,000,000 pounds 
of this product, have never yet interdicted it or complained about it. 
Only from the producers here of a competing article do we hear the claim 
that there is impurity in it. A member of the committee | Mr. GREEN, 
of North Carolina] tells me that detection by means of the microscope 
is ectly easy. The cellular or crystal formations are wholly differ- 
ent. Two hundred million pounds are consumed annually, yet there 
is not a syllable of protest from a single consumer, and there is not a 
single certificate from a physician in this or any other country that any 
man, woman, or child has ever been made sick by eating the article. 

I hold in my hand certificates from the most eminent chemists and 
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physicians in the country and from State boards of health saying that 
oleomargarine is a wholesome food product. Even if it were injurious 
it is not our function to remedy the injury, but the States’. The lan- 
guage of the courts is plain. Construction and practice are unbroken. 
And no special necessity can be pleaded, for the States can inspect every 
factory, they can detectevery ounce of the product anywhere, and they 
can prevent either the n.aking or the selling. But in the face of all 
this we are asked not merely to prevent deception, but also to try to 
stamp out what is to-day politically the weak for the sake of the po- 
litically strong. Who will be the next victim to this wretched policy 
of despotism and wrong and folly? Gentlemen are invoking a power 
and a form of power that to-morrow they may be the victimsof. I be- 
long to a minority section and to a minority industry, cotton-growing, 
and I view this proscriptive and ruinous legislation with fear for my peo- 
ple and for my whole country. My hope is thatour people are too just 
and wise to long permit such a wrong as this. I protest against all 
that is being done, and I would disdain to add to the wealth of my peo- 
ple by robbing their brethren, or, if they had them, their enemies. Fair 
play and fidelity to the Constitution is the path of safety and honor 
and of true prosperity. 

Sir, it seems like belittling the issue to seriously consider the statis- 
tical facts about a proposition so monstrously improper and unlawfal 
in doctrine, and when I say unlawful I speak of law in its large and 
constitutional sense; but, while complaint is made of depression in this 
rival industry, we find that, compared with periods slightly anterior 
to the general use of this product, the price of milch cows has risen about 
$10 per head. We find that the hay crop of this country—and this too 
in States supposed to be specially interested in this competitive industry 
and where if the effect had been injurions the hay crop would have de- 
clined—has in point of fact increased. 

Here are the facts about the milch cows, down through the last re- 
port yet issued from the Agricultural Department: 





Years. | Number. jae a 
. 

RETO... un »nc0ve connesnpsprononeneoseetbensonsssnencasenenanonnnsannt 11, 826, 400 $21 73 | $256,953, 928 
IBBD. ...cacesserese cocesee, eososeosnsenscoensooseonenecepesesonens 12, 027, 000 23 27 279, 899, 420 
1831. 12, 368, 653 23 9% 296, 277, 060 
TEBE... .ccccsscscescocccssareecoosssvecces’ encosenosscovenassonesenes 12, 611, 632 25 89 326, 489, 310 
1883, 13, 125, 685 30 21 396, 575, 405 
BBGA...... voecscoceccosce eveseseoosounnesesossuusseosonumeeansennennes 13, 501, 206 31 37 423, 436, 649 





If the progress of events were depressing upon the dairy business we 
should find a large decline in the acreage in hay in the States concerned 
and people taking refuge in cereals. But the facts average the other 














way. Here they are: 
Acres in cereals and hay in the United Siates. 
£ 
g Cereals. Hay. | Ratio 

| | 
Cankted GRabOD .ccoremwoscescorscoceertoniinil 1874 80, 051, 289 | 21,769,772 100 to 27.2 
1879 | 102,260,950 | 27,484,991 | 100 to 26.9 
1883 | 130,633,556 | 35,515,948 | 100 to 27.2 

—S= =——— ———————— 
Bee THIS ss teteeeevsteenemmenee 1874 2,661,277 | 4,070,615 | 100 to 153.0 
1883 3,776,427 | 4,962,158 | 100 to 131.4 
Gide grasa. serena 1874 5,131,628 | 1,839,555 | 100 to 35.8 
1883 6,389,828 | 2,300,244 | 100 to 36.0 
RII concnsie esnesss0é tecorseesernseia Ge 206, 990 853,947 | 100 to 412.5 
1883 217, 964 964,790 | 100 to 442.6 
Pennsylvania..........0. ...scecersseseeseseeses| 1874 3,591,286 | 2,087,845 | 100 to 58.1 
1883 4,849,618 | 2,738,572 | 100 to 56.5 
SR Ti octet ecnnncentanel ae 598, 552 335,407 | 100 to 64.2 
? 1883 768, 607 508,959 | 100 to 66.2 
Ben cdeonte sev veers vsemssvtewarieniends ae 12, 120,844 | 1,860,417 | 100 to 15.3 
1883 13, 600,080 | 2,944,870 | 100 to 21.4 
WROD sescocsentintncovntevtecsatiinainians 1874 2,363,402 | 1,058,636 | 100 to 387.0 
1883 4,502,975 | 1,682,025 | 100 to 37.4 
BOW vcnererisencticteseinshtievervecienananne 7, 813,671 | 1,432,181 | 100 to 18.3 
1883 11,772,454 | 3,363,730 | 100 to 238.6 
IEE cimnossevesis tencenenel 1874 2, 602, 599 530,000 | 100 to 20.4 
1883 7,233,372 | 3,500,000 | 100 to 49.8 
Missouri 1874 4, 668, 324 478,780 | 100 to 10.3 
1883 9, 359,020 | 1,120,017 | 100 to 12.0 
Massachusetts ...........00.csccccerssereeeves] 1874 9%, 329 447, 007 | 100 to 470.0 
1883 117, 981 623, 484 | 100 to 528.0 
New Hampshire.............000+ soscsecseee| 1874 81,780 685, 000 | 100 to 837.0 
1883 90, 716 603, 534 | 100 to 665.0 
Bev cmsecteegnenebianetconesicinos tinal 1874 2. 064, 829 916,600 | 100 to 44.4 
1883 3, 384,676 | 1,280,899 | 100 to 87.8 
Ben AW. corsnrciicsvenscbenpetepivinietinnn 1874 5, 352, 844 711,416 | 100 to 13.3 
1883 4, 643,620 | 1,285,339 | 100to 18.2 
WR... nccneosusestnnguneneiantieensindeeee 2, 257,512 005,778 | 100 to 26.8 
1883 4,629,777 | 1,522,139 | 100 to 32.9 
DO —— 762, 516 150,417 | 100 to 19.7 
1883 5, 356, 459 749,067 | 100 to 14.0 
TOM ORIBD oacccctccecnernccrecezessconnenaae ae 3, 443, 319 108,909 | 100 to 3.0 
1883 5, 166, 690 188,341 | 100to 3.6 
Manta 9’... cow crseestacssinbitnteotnninnsaie ee 3, 152, 123 269,574 | 100to 8.6 
1883 5, 041, S18 208,260 | 100to 4.2 


And, sir, what about the price of butter itself? The result shows 
how public wants adjust themselves to increased supplies of wholesome 
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articles, and how unfair are those who come here asking to be subsi- 
dized and to be given a ‘‘ corner’? upon theirsuffering brethern. [ have 
gone to one of the most intelligent grocers of this city, and he has opened 
his books to me, by which I find that his cost price of butter dur ing last 
January was as high as in any January for six years past; and the 
price was 5 cents higher per pound last January than in the corre- 
sponding month in 1880. 

A MEMBER. What was the average price ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The average price of the article 

I speak of was 40 cents a pound in the monthof January. This butter 
was from near Frederick, Md.; and the grocer I speak of is John H. 
Magruder; and bx stated that the lower grade of butter followed the 
same law. He further informed me that the fluctuations throush the 
seasons were great—low in spring and summer, and high in fal! and 
winter; but that the range of prices was about the same on any 
for any given month. I took this one. 

Mr. MORGAN. That doesnot agree with the testimony I have here. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Very well; let the gentleman 
bring in his testimony. I have more testimony to the same effect as 
that to which I have just referred. I have here figures from a large 
wholesale butter dealer, one of the most intelligent in the country: 
and while he does not buy the special brand of butter referred to by 
the gentleman whom I have just quoted, his figures show that there is 
not a product in this country the price of which has been so steadily 
maintained as has been the price of butter. He gives me the prices of 
‘creamery ’’ butter for the month of May—a low-priced month; and 
he says the other grades run according to the same scale. The prices 
run as follows: May 16, 1882, 27 cents; May 15, 1883, 26 cents; May 
16, 1884, 25 cents; May 16, 1885, 23 cents. Now, for May 15 of this 
year we have a very low price, 18 cents; but as this competition has 
been going on for years we must look to some other cause for the present 
depression. If this competition alone caused it we should have had it 
during the other years. 

The following is from an intelligent writer in a recent issue of the 
American Grocer, who, speaking of the butter trade, says: 

Taken asa whole,the year of 1885 has been a fairly good one. Thiere have 
been very few heavy losses among our merchants and no important failures. 
Many butter-men say there is no money in butter, yet they still continue inthe 
business. They should talk more logically and say profits have been smal). 
Are not small profits better than none atall? The past year has not been dis- 
astrous, neither hasit been good, but it has been fair, and our merchants should 


not gainsay the fact to obtain sympathy and condolence from their brothers in 
the grain, cotton, and nearly all other trades, who are even worse off. 


Pray, Mr. Chairman, of what industry can so good an account be 
given? Yet these people want us to subsidize them at the cost of others 
whose business they frankly say is so unprofitable as to offer no induce- 
ments to themselves to enter them. Are the weak not already, then, 
sufficiently burdened and poor? Are they to be robbed by the law 
and under the forms of law? Workingmen consume these goods. It 
is not the fine butter consumed by the rich that you propose totax. A 
million workingmen are now out of work and suffering for food. Are 
you going to make food dearer to them and for the sake of the most 
prosperous class of food producers? 

This proposes to deal a blow, too, to the rights, not the privileges, 
of many of the people of the South. Cotton-seed oil, a pure product, 
that I use in my own family in preference to lard for cooking purposes, 
enters into the production of oleomargarine. I have had many letters 
and tel and I will give the following from an official of the 
Southern Association of Oil-mills: 

Orrice oF LittLe Rock Ow anp Compress Company, 
Little Rock, Ark., May 1, 1356. 
Dear Sir: The dairymen are making efforts, it- is stated in the public press 
of the i have Congress pass prohibitory laws against the manufacture 


of substitutes for bu e, butterine, &c.; articles which are well 
and welcome in the homes of th 


grade 


ousands of families, 


among the ng y,as more wholesome than the cheap, low- 
— butter from the dairies. These substitutes for butter are manufactured 
m the fat of beef, leaf b oils, all wholesome ingredi- 


after years of manufacture, as . Ne 
There is no more right and justice in laws being passed inimical to this in- 
dustry than there would be for a law against any other farm product. Oleo- 
e and all similar commodities are farm products, as much so as butter 
ereny Ging eS ee. A law unfriendly to such manufact- 
ure of substitutes for butter will affect the price of every gallon of oil made by the 
oil-mills ofthe South, and, incidentally, the value of the cotton seed to the farmer, 
ue ee oilentering into the composition of most of these 
subst It is, to be that the Arkansas delegation wil! care- 
fully examine all contem jon on this question, and sustain the 
manufacturers of oils of their State and of the South with their 
votes and ee uence in Congress against unfriendly legislation. 


Vv 
54 Ee W. Ti. WRIGHT, Vice-Presidcut. 


Cotton seed is peculiarly the source of ready money to the poor aul 


to the colored e in my country in the fall of the year. They ask 
no favors. They have no favors. Are you going to strike a blow a‘ 
all these at the behest of the dairymen? 

[Here fell. 


Mr. HAMMOND. Let members of the committee look at the nex 
to the last sentence in this section and say what it means. If any pet- 
son ‘fraudulently gives” away a thing, how does he give? How does 
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he “accept”? it ** fraudulently?’? What does it mean? Here is the 
Congress of the United States making a grave law which is to affect 
millions in this country and there is not a gentleman in the House who 
will say that word “‘ fraudulently’? does not produce confusion in the 
text. And why? I will give you the explanation. In the tobacco 
jaws these wordsall exist except the word ‘‘fraudulently.’’? And why? 
The only way to prevent men from selling their products as they please, 
and as Americans ought to be allowed to sell their produce, is to re- 
quire a stamp and that stamp to be canceled by the man who takes 
charge of it; and if one gives away a package with the stamp un- 
anceled or accepts a package with the stamp uncanceled to make it 
a crime. Because if one can giveit away he puts it in circulation with 
the stamp undestroyed. If you had to stop to prove he *‘ fraudulently 

ve” itaway whatdoesthe fraud mean? How will you convict him? 
What is the evidence necessary ? 

Now I do not propose to make it any better. I am only giving this 
js another illustration that when they put in those words they did not 
dare to go in this instance to the enormity of what is already on the 
statute-book; yet they have not the manhood to say, we will tell you 
the truth, and stuck in the word ‘‘fraudulently.’’ The bill ought to be 
«stamped. [Laughter and applause. | 

How much time have I remaining? 

The CHAIRMAN. One minute. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I will yield that time to the gentleman from In- 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from 
Indiana on the next section of the bill. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Very well; then I will yield it to the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], who wishes to make a brief 
statement. 

Mr. SCOTT. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. I understand the 
mle of this House to be under the five-minute debate one member 
speaks in support of the pending proposition and the other in opposi- 
tion to it. Now, we have a majority in favor of this bill of about 180 
and all the speaking this morning has been made against it. 

The CHAIR . The Chair recognized the gentlemen who sought 
the floor and wished to be heard. 

Mr. SCOTT. Here are t80 majority in favor of this bill and yet this 
morning every h made has been against it. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘That has not been the fault of the Chair. No 
friend of the bill having risen, the Chair was compelled to recognize 
those who did rise. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I move to strike out the last 
sentence of section 13, which reads as follows: 

Any revenue officer may destroy any emptied oleomargarine package upon 
whieh the tax-paid stamp is feud. 

It occurs to me, Mr. Chairman, that is rather an arbitrary and un- 
constitutional power to give to a revenue officer—power to seize where 
he may happen to find any person with such package and without trial 
to destroy it. 

Mr. MORGAN, That is a literal transcript of the language of the 
whisky law. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted onthe pending amendments. 
The Chair will consider the formal amendments withdrawn and the 
question recurs on the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The amendment of Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky, was disagreed 
to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move the following amendment: 

. Amend section 13 by striking out in line 5 the word “‘ fifty ” andinsert “ twenty- 
ive,”” 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 6, noes 91. 
So the amendment was di to. 
Mr. DUNHAM. [I offer the following amendment: 
Amend section 12 by striking out in line 4 the words ‘‘one hundred dollars” 
and insert ‘twenty-five dollars.” 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 10, noes 69. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

_ Mr. WHEELER. I move to add at the end of section 13 the follow- 


ing 

That no person who was reported by the tenth census as unable to 
read shail be fined or imprisoned for violating the provisions of sections 6, 11,12, 
or 13 of this act until one year after the passage of the bill now pending in Con- 
gress to aid in the support of common schools. 


The amendment was di to. 


The Clerk read section 14, as follows: 
Sec. 14. That there shall be in the office of the Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
a Sarre Sanit and os : * who oo = — by 
Treasury, an shall each receive a ary o . per an- 
num; and Commissioner of Internal Revenue may, whenever in his foley. 


pista, to be paid oucks 


of the service so require, employ chemists and microsco- 
as he may deem proper, not exceeding in the 

made for that purpose. such Commissioner 

what substances, extracts, mixtures, or compounds which 
ion in contested casesare to be taxed under this 
of taxation under this act shall be final. The 
decide whether any substance made in imitation or 
better, and intended for human consumption, contains ingredients 
public health ; ease of doubt or contest his decisions in 
from to a board hereby constituted for the 
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purpose, and composed of the Surgeon-General of the Army, the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral of the Navy,and the Commissioner of Agriculture; and the decisions of 
this board shall be final in the premises, 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move to strike out ‘‘three’’ and insert ‘“‘two;”? 

| SO it will read ‘‘and shall receive a salary of $2,000 per annum.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, the salaries proposed to be paid under this section of 
the bill are Jarger than those now paid for similar services in the De- 
partments. For instance, the microscopist of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment gets a salary of $1,800 a year and the chemist $2,500. It will be 
seen, therefore, that these are considerably above the salaries paid for 
corresponding services elsewhere, and of course that ought not to be 
permitted. I understand the gentleman from Missouri, however, will 
acquiesce in the amendment which I have submitted. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Do I understand the gentle- 
man to say that the chemist’s salary in the Department of Agriculture 
is $2,500? 

Mr. HOLMAN. It has been so increased by appropriation. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, a word in respect to the merits of this bill. On 
the propositions laid down by gentlemen who oppose the measure I con- 
cede that there are embarrassments in the way. If the manufacture 
and sale of oleomargarine were a legitimate industry, the manufacture 
of imitation butter, I concede that there might be some trouble in the 
way, because it might be truthfully said that this was an attempt to 
crush out by an act of Congress one industry in the interest of another. 
But the fact must be borne in mind that it is not a contest between two 
legitimate industries; the one industry known from the beginning of 
our Government, that of producing butter in the ordinary way from 
milk, and the other a process under letters patent in imitation of the 
genuine article. 

As far as the former is concerned it is an industry the importance of 
which no one calls in question; the other is an industry which has grown 
up under the patent-right system, and only manufactured and put upon 
the market through fraud as an imitation of a genuine article of dairy 
produce. Therefore when gentlemen assume that these are two con- 
flicting industries, and that Congress is interposing to crush the one for 
the benefit of the other, the proposition, I maintain, is not well founded, 
for if it was an issue between two legitimate industries I should be com- 
pelled to deny the right of Congress to interfere on any pretext what- 
ever. 

But I deny that it is a legitimate industry, or that any industry can 
be a legitimate industry which from the very necessities of the case can 
only flourish through the perpetuation of fraud upon the public; and 
it can not be pretended that this industry has flourished or can through 
any other means. 

But it is said this is not a legitimate measure of taxation, and that 
Congress is, therefore, using the taxing power wrongfully, not in good 
faith, but simply to crush a particular industry against which, for the 
moment, demands are made on the part of the people. But gentlemen 
have no right to assume that the members of this House who favor this 
bill are not supporting it as a revenue measure, as it purports to be. 
Their motives can not be called in question in that respect, nor can it be 
said that the manufacture of imitation butter is not a legitimate sub- 
jectof taxation. Why? For many reasons, but for one especially, you 
have always proposed, except in time of war, to impose your taxes upon 
those articles which can best bear taxation; and ordinarily, as far as 
practicable, upon luxuries and articles equally liable to bear taxation, 
especially those not entering into the ordinary and common use of the 
people. Now here is an article existing through fraud, brought before 
the public by fraud, sold through fraud, and I submit it is more legiti- 
mately a subject of taxation than spirits or any other article that you 
may call a luxury, whether the tax be imposed under the customs sys- 
tem or under the internal-revenuesystem. Butfurther, Mr. Chairman, 
there is a reason for the adoption of this measure away beyond that. I 
admit that you do not need the revenue; but we are now taxing some 
articles at the expense of a very high interest in this country. Youare 
taxing under the customs as well as the internal-revenue system salt, 
lumber, coal, which ought to be free, and heavily many articles of uni- 
versal use and of prime necessity, and tobacco, the only product of the 
soil that has ever been taxed by Congress-—— 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Except cotton 

Mr. HOLMAN. Which system is having a very fatal effect upon 
some industries. Have gentlemen noticed the unfortunate fact that the 
small freeholders are being reduced in number; the small freeholders 
upon whom and through whose happy and independent homes depend 
the perpetuity of our institutions perhaps more than upon any other 
class of our people—the great conservative element of our population? 
Have you considered how this patented monopoly (not legitimate, but 
patented and based upon letters-patent, in my judgment the only mis- 
take our fathers made in their early legislation, for it does not well ex- 
press the purpose of the Constitution they framed), how that is driving 
out of existence the smaller estates by destroying the elements of their 
prosperity? Have gentlemen considered how far the butter, the product 
of the wife’s and the daughter’s industry, enters into the domestic econ- 
omy of the home; how niuch it does to support the fireside; how this 
comparatively little product enters into the support of the family, the 
education of the children, and the purchase of their clothing? I stand 
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here, sir, in behalf of that great industry, great by reason of the multi- 
tude who participate in it and the great aggregate results, and in behalf 
of the small freeholders of this country against this imposition upon 
them by patented monopoly. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HATCH. I desire to offer an amendment to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana which I hope the friends of this 
measure will accept. After a conference with gentlemen that I could 
reach, members of the committee and others, I move to amend the 
amendment by fixing the salaries of these two officers at $2,500 cach. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That is too high. 

Mr. HATCH. ‘That will enable the Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue to select competent and well-qualified men of high standing in 
their professions for these positions. 

I now yield my time to the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There is no denying the fact that the effect of our 
legislation for years, from the time our heavy taxation began, has been 
unfriendly to the small interests and industriesof thiscountry. There 
never is a day or an hour that some great interest is not being forced 
upon Oongress. These are the interests that build up great estates 
against the interests that would foster multitudes of smaller estates in 
thiscountry. Yoursmall farmsdisappearunderheavy taxation. Your 
smal| farms would disappear under any artificial system of legislation, 
for the great and industrious multitude of small freeholders are never 
here, but the monopolists are always with us. 

Take your patent-right system, under which great monopolies can be 
built up, and you see how even a prudent measure of government may 
become a source of danger in the future. By your heavy taxation, Ido 
not care in what form it comes, you are crowding tothe wall small free- 
holders, and are enlarging year by year your great landed estates. 

I support this measure because it is a measure in the interest of the 
small freeholders of this country. I would support any legitimate 
measure which is directly in the face of the policy which has been gov- 
erning for so many years, tending to diffuse instead of centralizing our 
wealth. Ifour past system of legislation shall continue, if great mo- 
nopolies are permitted to crowd out small freeholders, and to enlarge 
your farms, to a large degree you will destroy the foundations upon 
which the Government so securely rested in former years. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I have sent an amendment to the desk which I 
desire to have read. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is now pending the amendment of the 
gentieman from Indiana {[Mr. HoLMAN] and an amendment to the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatcu]. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Very well; let those be voted on first. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment to the 
amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out “ $2,000" and insert “$2,500;"’ so it will read : 
“And shall each receive a salary of $2,500 per annum.” 


Mr. HOLMAN. I hope that will not be done. As living amidst a 
body of small farmers I protest that my friend from Missoari ought 
not to insist that a bill like this, in the interest in some degree of the 
laboring men of this country, should carry larger salaries than the av- 
erage salaries we are paying. In the name of those farmers I trust a 
moderate salary will be fixed. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 90, noes 31. 


So (farther count not being called for) the amendment to the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


The amendment as amended was agreed to. 


to preserve the remnant of the small farmers of this country },.. ,. 
poses to re-enact this law and make thesystem popular and pe ).),.,, 

Mr. HOLMAN. Oh, no. Let me say—— 

Mr. HAMMOND. Not in my time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I am in favor of repealing the tobacco t., 

Mr. HAMMOND. But you know you ean not doit. [ a, +} 
the gentleman that it onght to be repealed. But he knows as y.)) .. 
1 that whenever this bill passes an insuperable obstacle to the por, 
of those internal-revenue laws is placed, over which the Congress oy»), 
United States can not vault in the next twenty years. The ven; 
says this is not a fight of one industry against another. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Of one legitimate indy .;, 

Mr. HAMMOND. Of one legitimate industry against ano); 
challenge the gentleman’s cool, clear consideration of that point 
proposition is this, that if Congress desires it may in behall of oy, 
dustry put down another provided it considers that other an jjjeci:. 
mate or frandulent industry. Can this House levy a tax on paper-s))). 
shoes that are put upon the market as bottomed by leather made 
good hides? Can this,Government put a tax on maple suyar mate o; 
sorghum cane because the man lies and says it came from a maple tree» 

Can we tax out of existence glucose sold as sugar every day? ‘) 
gentleman will repudiate his argument whenever he thinks about ; 

He is hardly driven again to say that this bill is against a monoy 
patent. He absolutely says that the patent clause of the Constityti 
is a curse rather than a blessing. 

Mr. HOLMAN. No; not that. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I can not argue such a proposition in my limited 
time. But the history and the experience of this Government wi!! sho» 
no other clause, except those that protect life, liberty, and property 
that has been half as valuable to this country. 

{ Here the hanimer fell. | 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, was recognized, and yielded his 
time to Mr. HAMMOND. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I thank the gentleman, Mr. Chairman. Let 
me call attention to some facts which illustrate this. We may put 
our wives down to knitting stockings for themselves and their chil- 
dren, or we may turn to a machine that will knit seven pairs for on 
mill. What rest to the wife! What comfort to the babes! With 
patent peg-wood we peg sixty million pair of shoes per annum in the 
United States at a cost of five pairs to a cent! Millions of feet » 
shod that but for that invention would be crippled by the hard frosts 
of winter. Sir, the Patent Office has changed the whole current o! 
modern life. It has given fewer hours of labor and to more men, les 
consumption of human muscle, and broader sweep of human mini 
Consider the poor men copying the gospels in ink at a price per volun 
which would pay a king’s ransom, and then the thousand times as 
many men acting as private salesmen of the blessed truths of our re- 
ligion in bound books, ata nickel a volume. The foundation of that 
change is the constitutional clause on which is based the Patent Offic 
It has increased wages, it has increased mental strength and physical 
strength, mental comfortand physical comfort. When gentlemen ar 
driven, in support of this bill, to denounce any part, and especially 
that part of the Constitution of the United States, they are indec! 
hardly driven. [Applause. ] ane i 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, this bill proposes to tax a fraud, a 
deception, a pirate upon an honest industry. It has been frequent!) 
charged here that we who favor this bill have been compelled to 
“hedge.”’ I undertake to say that no friend of this measure has ever 
understood that it went any further than I have stated, to tax a pirat 
sailing under a false flag and preying upon one of the great industries 
of the country. I will admit that many men who favor this bill dic 
not clearly appreciate the fact that oleomargarine as known to th: 
trade, as known to chemistry, might not always be such a pirate; and 
they were glad when they found that the bill pointed out the clea 
distinction between the two kinds and properly labeled and marked 
just what it intended to tax, to wit, this deception, this cheat, tos 
fraud. 

Mr. DANIEL. Will the gentleman yield fora question? _ 

Mr. HISCOCK. I shall need additional time, and if the gentiems» 
oceupies my time with questions I suppose he will yield me time ! 
return. 

Mr. DANIEL. I will endeavor to do so, if I can get the floor. ! 
understand the gentleman to say that this bill does not tax anything 
that sails under its own true colors, 

Mr. HISCOCK. It does not. This bill is not intended to tax sy 
— that can not be sold for and does not have the sem)lance 

tter. 

Mr. DANIEL. Will the gentleman yield for a further quest.” 

Mr. HISCOCK. I will if I can have the time to answer. © 

Mr. DANIEL. Supposeit has thesemblance of butter, but 8100» 
not butter, but “ oleomargarine;’’ does the bill tax aoe? - 

Mr. HISCOCK. ask very many questions which |)" 
not the time to caper’ anions merely to tax these patented | - 
Mr. HAMMOND. Not in my time, please. The gentleman from | ductions that chemistry has enabled to be manufactured =o 
Indiana [ Mr. HoLMAN) says, first, that we have ruined a great many | patents and whichare palmed off upon the unsuspecting public ** )" 
small farmers by the odious tobacco internal-revenue Jaw. And now! ter. That is just what it intends to tax. 


His 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose and the Speaker resumed the chair. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyYMpson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had agreed to the resolution of the- 
House of Representatives requesting the return from the President of 
the bill (H. R. 6391) te authorize the Kansas City, Fort Scott and 
Gulf Railway Company to construct and operate a railway through the 
Indian Territory, and for other purposes. 


OLEOMARGARINE. 


The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 
Mr. HAMMOND. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


After the word “ that,” in section 14, strike out these words: 
* There shall be in the office of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue an ana- 


ytical chemist and icrossopiat. ho shall each be Secretary 
y the Sneanaanel oui asalary of ee ae 
Mr. HAMMOND. We have already all the officers of the Agricult- 
ural Department necessary to run this business. And now let the gen- 
tleman who desired to reduce the salary to $2,000 bring in his argu- 
ment tosaveitall. Thereis no earthly necessity for these extra officers. 


That is all I desire to say on that subject. 
Mr. HOLMAN rose. 
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Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Does the gentleman assert that the | of the Gevernment when the administrative officials see fit to go be- 
large manufaeturers of oleomargarine manufacture under any patent? | yond the authority of existing law. At every session, Mr. Chairman, 
Mr. HISCOCK. I do not know whether they do or not. In the | we are met by demands from the Treasury Department, from the In- 
main I suppose these articles are manufactured by some secret process, | ternal Revenue Bureau, from the Department of Justice, and from al- 
or else under a patent. Now, sir, I have heard no one upon this floor | most every other Departmentasking Congress to pass “‘ urgent deficiency 
allege that this law, in its form or in its phraseology, is unconstitutional, | appropriation bills.’’ We murmur; but the executive officers come to 
and I desire to eall the attention of the House, and of gentlemen who | us and tell us that the service has been performed, that when we passed 
have had longer experience than I, to the fact that we have always re- | our appropriation bills we were mistaken as to what the public exigen- 
garded this as a republican Government, we standing here to vote the | cies required: and murmur though we may, we always pass such bills 
will of our constituents. I undertake to say that no tax law has ever | when their passage is demanded. Thus, Congress after Congress, we 
ssed this House, no bill carrying any considerable sum of money (ex- | find that these admihistrative officers go beyond the appropriations. 
cept to defray the ordinary expenses of the Government), has ever passed | Therefore, Mr. Chairman, the so-called limitation involved in the ap- 
this House but what the majority who voted it into law represented by | propriation of money is no limit at all. 
their votes the needs and the demands of their constituents. I may Mr. Chairman, if places are needed for party favorites let gentlemen 
point to the river and harbor bill asastriking illustration of the correct- | say so. Let the country so understand it. Let us all understand that 
ness of the assertion which I have just made. such is the scope of the pending measure. Let us make it clear and 
Day after day measures come in here and are urged because locali- } sure there should be no attempt here to throttle any interest or to 
ties want them, because members realize that they are demanded for | strungle any industry of the country. I am, Mr. Chairman, no advo- 
the benefit of their immediate constituents. We look to the Constitu- | cate of oleomargarine; but, sir, it is said that this bill is made in the 
tion, and if there is constitutional power to grant what they ask we | interest of the poor man, and I ask where are the petitions of poor men 
grant it. crying out against this abuse. 
[Here the hammer fell. } Sir, the poor man is not here clamoring for this proposed legislation, 
Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas, obtained the floor and said: I yield my | but it is the rich dairymen of the country who by this bill are saying 
time to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock}. you shall have only what we desire to give you at whatever price we 
Mr. HISCOCK. What I have just described is the course pursued | may demand, whether it be butter made from pure milk of fancy and 
here with reference to all legislation. Gentlemen maysoar in ethereal | well-kept cows, or from milk of diseased and swill-fed cows. I hold, sir, 
regions among the ghosts of departed statesmen for reasons in favor of | that the poorer classes need as much, if not more, protection from butter 
a measure or in opposition to it; but when we come down to practical | made from the milk of diseased and swill-fed cows as they do from oleo- 
legislation we can trace back of every man’s vote here thismotive—that | margarine or any of the other manufactures mentioned in the bill. 
his people want him to cast his vote in that particular way, amd his action The crowning piece of infamy of the bill will, however, be found in 
is guided by a proper desire, as I affirm, to represent his constituency | the nineteenth section. This section proposes to give a premium to 
here on this floor. every spy and informer in the land who shall become a self-appointed 
Since I have been a member of this House it has been upon this pol- | guardian of this law; it offersa reward, holds out an inducement, to the 
icy that we have legislated, and it is upon this line that our constitu- | lazy and worthless to spy upon his neighbor’s action, that he may satisfy 
ents and the country expect us to legislate. They expect that we will | his avarice and cupidity by securing one-half of the penalty imposed 
represent their wishes and their will. _ If there is any subject of which | by the bill. It has a tendency to create an army of Jean Valjeans to 
we can take jurisdiction under the Constitution, and we can grant their | follow with sleuth-hound tenacity every imaginable violator of this 
petitions in reference te it, we hasten to do it. Jaw. Ido not think that I overdraw the picture when I warn this 
I say to gentlemen on the other side, have no fear that the palladium | House that the passage of this bill will add at least one-fourth more 
of our liberties is in danger because we do this. We are a body three | officers to the already long list of special United States marshals, assist- 
hundred and twenty-five in number, representing the whole country; | ant prosecuting attorneys, and henchmen to be employed and paid from 
and it is only when a majority of the three hundred and twenty-five | the hard-wrung taxes of an already overtaxed people. 
members, or a majority of those who attend here (not less than a quo- I have heard from the Democratic party for the past ten years the 
rum), see their pathway clear in reference to any legislation of this kind | cry of ‘‘ Reduction of taxes!’’ ‘‘ Relief of the masses from an army of 
that they will tread in it. From this body the measure of legislation | office-holders!’’ ‘‘ Help from the merciless red-legged grasshoppers and 
goes to the Senate, there to be scrutinized; and then it goes to the Ex- | ‘golden-winged butterflies!’ ’’ as the revenue oflicers were once called 
ecutive to receive his approval. in my State. But, sir, I suppose all this has changed, and the cry of war 
There is no danger of a war of one industry upon another. There is | taxes has changed to the cry of protection to the people from spurious 
no danger that this taxing power will ever be invoked to crush out any | and death-dealing food, and the slogan of reform. The revenue officer, 
legitimate industry or to array one legitimate industry against another. | the spy, the accuser of his neighbors, the United States prosecuting 
These obstacles which I have recited, the full consideration which every | attorney are no longer tyrants but guardian angels to the health and 
important measure is sure to receive, the large constituencies that we | liberty of the poor man. 
represent here with their diverse and varied interests, will always| The hard-wrung taxes to keep upand feed this vast additional army 
stand in the way of hasty. and inconsiderate legislation upon any sub- | of cormorants becomes a free-will offering of spices and ointment of 
ject. sweet-smelling savor. I do not believe that the people of my State or 
I say again, let gentlemen dismiss their fears in this regard. Have | of any State in this Union are in favor of this bill; it savors of class 
no fear that the Constitution of the United States will ever be invoked | legislation, of favoritism to one industry and oppression to another; it 
as authority for a measure of oppression. Those various interests rep- | is not protection—it is destruction; and assuch it must work to the detri- 
resented here, sometimes coming in conflict perhaps with one another, | ment of the poorer classes. Sir, I will willingly go as far as any gentle- 
will always operate as barriers against everything of that kind; and | man upon this floor to protect the people from adulterated food, and I 
a law of this sort will only be called for and enacted when there is | say here and now that whenever the Committee on Agriculture, or any 
in its favor a clear public sentiment, overriding by it character and | committee of this House, shall bring in a bill to remedy that evil, placing 
power, if you please, the sentiment that there may be in favor of other | its enforcement with the ordinary courts of the country, without the 
industries. 1 perhaps may say it will only be when a fraud like that | creation of additional officers and spies and informers, separate and 
now under consideration is to be legislated upon is to be stamped out, | apart from the Internal Revenue Bureau, [ am ready to give it my 
or the deceptive flag under which it sails is to be struck down, that Con- | hearty approval. 
gress will ever seek to exercise this power in favor of one industry against As between natural butter and the manufactured article Iam de- 
another, cidedly in favor of natural butter, and am of the opinion that if the 
(Here the hammer fell. ] dairymen of the country need protection they ought-to have it; but I 
Mr. O'HARA. I move to amend by striking out section 14. Mr. | would ask the friends of the bill, a large number of whom are in favor of 
, nomember of this House will go further than I am ready to go | State rights, are not the respective State Legislatures competent to deal 
to protect the from the adulterationoffood. But, sir, this bill, as | with this question? Has an effort been made by the dairymen of any 
T understand proposes not to prevent the adulteration of food as such. | particular State or number of States to secure protection against this 
On the contrary, under the guise of protecting the poor man from oleo- | so-called false representation of. butter and refusal by the Legislature 
margarine and spurious butter, it seeks to destroy one industry of the | made? If not so, why, then, not let them first apply to the States for 
country for the purpose of building up another. More than that, it | the necessary legislation? 
Proposes to create a number of new and to revivify and set in It can not be urged that for any needs of the Government the reve- 
motion all the odious features of the internal-revenue system. The | nue derived from this source is necessary, for we have heard, and the 
section of this bill, which I propose to strike out, does not | world was made to believe, that there was a large surplus of money 
only create additional officers at large salaries, but it gives to the Com- | lying idle in the Treasury of the United States, to the great detriment 
missioner of Internal Revenue the power, whenever in his judgment | of the poor laboring man. Is it now proposed to augment this surplus? 
the necessity of the service may require it, to add to this already large | For what purpose? That a single industry shall be crushed out, or that 
“tmy of officers other officers. | a rival industry, both to the manner born, shall be proteeted, or that po- 
The number of these will be limited, say gentlemen on the other | litical favorites, henchmen, and bossesshall have places? If foreither of 
side, by the appropriation; but, sir, every member on this floor knows | these, Mr. Chairman, | think we have done enough, and it is full time 
that the appropriation does not limit the number of the public offices | that our faces and footsteps were turned in another direetion. By all 
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means protect the poor from adulterated and deleterious food, but in 
the name of common fairness let us do it in one general bill. Enact a 
law that will make no invidious distinction, but one that will bear 
alike upon all, that will be wise and beneficial, but let not this engine 
of favoritism and injustice mar the pages of our statutes. [ Applause. ] 

During the delivery of the above remarks, Mr. O’ HARA’S time hav- 
ing expired, Mr. BkuM™ took the floor and proposed to yield his five 
minutes, 

Mr. FREDERICK. It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, it is going too 
far in violation of the rules of the House to constantly yield the floor 
to members to speak in favor of an amendment and then let them 
speak in the time of those who are opposed to it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I hope the gentleman will withdraw his objec- 
tion. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I give notice no other gentleman’s time 
will be continued from this to the end of the session. 

Mr. FREDERICK. I have accomplished my purpose in calling 
attention to the violation of the rule, and will now withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

Mr. O’HARA resumed the floor and completed his speech. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I ask by unanimous consent that de- 
bate be closed on the pending section and all amendments thereto in 
one minute. 

Mr. HALE. I object. 

Mr. HATCH. I had supposed the gentlemen desiring to move sub- 
stantial amendments to this section had already done so. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I have one amendment pending, and I wish to 
introduce another before debate is closed. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I have a substantial amendment to 
present on which I desire to be heard, and so I understand has my col- 
league. 

Mr. HATCH. I ask then by unanimous consent that all debate be 
limited to ten minutes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman will say fifteen minutes. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment, and wish to be heard upon it. 

Mr. HALE. I shall object unless I can have five minutes myself. 

Mr. HATCH. Then I shall be compelled to move that the commit- 
tee rise for the purpose of having the House close debate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman will not do that, as we can 
come to some understanding in the committve. 

Mr. HATCH. It is stated that some gentlemen wish to offer sub- 
stantial amendments, and I move therefore that all further debate on 
the section and pending amendments be closed in twenty minutes. 
Will that be agreeable ? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the pending amendment moved by the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] may be reported. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out of section 14 the following words: 

“There shall be in the office of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue an 
analytical chemist and a microscopist, who shall each be appointed by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and shall each receive a salary of three thousand dollars 
per annum ; and.” 

Mr. HOLMAN. Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish to get this amendment 
before the committee, and I ask the Clerk to read the section as it will 
stand if the amendment is adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the Commissioner of Internal Revenue may, whenever in his judgment 
the necessities of the service so require,employ chemists and microscopists, to 
be paid such compensation as he may deem proper, not exceeding in the aggre- 
gate any appropriation made for that purpose. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is manifest, Mr. Chairman, that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Georgia may be adopted without any impair- 
ment of the contemplated service. I trust my friend from Missouri 
having charge of the bill will consent to the amendment. 

A word further. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] says 
that the internal-revenue tax on tobacco can not be abolished. But 
what right has he to assume that? {concede as matters stand now no 
member who is opposed to the abolition of our present rate of taxation, 
interna] and customs, could support this bill on the plea of its being a 
revenue measure, for the revenues of the Government are now enor- 
mously beyond the wants of the Government. But the gentleman has 
no right to assume that members on this floor are not in favor of sub- 
stituting the source of revenue proposed by this bill for other existing 
sources of revenue. I think the fraudulent product under considera- 
tion a very proper object of taxation. Itcan claim no right to exemp- 
tion. The tax on tobacco is an oppressive tax on the producer; it is a 
discriminating tax; it is an oppressive tax on the great body of laborers 
to whom it is a necessity, and,if a luxury, it is the only one within 
their reach; it diminishes to the farmer the value of the products of his 
land; it hedges in his legitimate industry by oppressive restraints; he 


can only sell the product of his labor to a licensed dealer, and, in my 


judgment, it ought to be abolished. No direct and simple oa of 


land should be specially taxed except in a great . Ithink 
the sentiment of the House is favorable to the abolition of the internal- 
revenue tax on tobacco. I do not care how high you tax.the imported 
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article or the manufactured cigar, but I wish to see the 
farmer released from a tax on the direct product of his land. 


bate. He talks about a connection between our Government |? ,; 
Office and the discoveries and inventions in the arts which have revo) ,,_ 
tionized the world—greatdiscoveries, which have marked the pr gre = . f 
the civilization of the human race, and are the sources of the ha Pp = 
and prosperity of all civilized people, and attributes all to the Patent oy. 
fice. What does the gentleman mean? I looked over to the other sj, 
of the House at my distinguished friend who presided for a while oye; 
the Patent Office with so much ability, the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
BUTTERWORTH J, and noticed that he was smiling atthe idea that to oy, 
Patent Office the world was indebted for the printing press and the other 
great discoveries which have enlightened the world and elevated the 
human race, the development of the great forces wrung from nature from 
time to time for the benefit of mankind, and which for centuries haye 
marked the progress of the civilization of our race. And yet the logic 
of the gentleman’s argument is that to our system of patents, to our 
patent lawsas they have stood upon our statute-books, the world is jp- 
debted for this marvelous development wrought by the discoveries of 
the centuries. 
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But the gentleman from Georgia has not shown his usual logic jy, Jo. 
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I deny it, sir. The patent laws have nothing to do with it. The 


progress of the race is not dependent on patent laws. The progress oj 
the human race has not depended upon such agencies, on patent laws 
or patents. I have always doubted, and doubt still, the policy of the 
patent system as adopted many years ago by our fathers, and which 


we have adhered to without inquiry or question all of these years, 


That the inventor is in many instances a benefactor and entitled to g 


fair and just consideration, and in some instances to very great honor, 
I do not doubt. But that he is one of a multitude of men bearing on 
the accumulated experience of the ages, marching in the same genera] 


direction, and ready to reach the same result, no one can deny. The 
one of the great number who first announces a result is entitled to just 
consideration, but the interests of the great multitude are not to be for- 
gotten when the patent laws of the country are employed as an arti- 
ficial agency by which the interests and overgrown estates of a few men 


may be built up in the impoverishment of multitudes of their {ellow- 


citizens and imperial fortunes realized, and that, too, at the expense of 


multitudes of people, and at the expense of all substantial public in- 
terests of the country, then I do not hesitate to say that the system oi 
laws which permits this is injurious to the general prosperity of the 
poople and to the perpetuity of our form of government, and the laws, 
while being just to the inventors, should not render such a resu!t pos- 
sible. 

It is only the artificial force of law that can injuriously change the 
material conditions of our people. Natural forces never create over- 
grown fortunes for some, hopeless poverty for the many. [I still in- 
sist, sir, that the system of legislation which builds up great interests, 
that promotes the creation of great fortunes, that encourages the growth 
of great estates, is that kind of legislation which this side of the House 
at all events should not be eager to perpetuate, should not hasien to 
encourage; for it is that system of all others that breaks down the very 
foundation upon which, according to the democratic theory of govern- 
ment, the perpetuity of our institutions must depend. 

It is for the reason that I would not see crushed out the great iul- 
titude of the smaller industries of the country, or see the comforts of 
the homes of multitudes of our people diminished, for the purpose of 
building up colossal fortunes by patented monopolies, that I am giv- 
ing this bill my support. I speak for the small industries against the 
power of monopoly through which under our artificial legislation great 
estates are rendered possible. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Chairman, it is probably useless to say more 
of the merits or demerits of this bill. I am not much in the habit of 
wasting words upon a question which is already determined by the 
will of the majority. hat I wish to say is by way of reply to the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN], who, it seems 
to me, having determined to vote for this bill, finds it necessary to make 
some apology for voting for it. 

In doing this he tells us in the remarks first made to-day he would 
lay on this tax, not needed for revenue, in the interest of the poor, 
whom he would not oppress. Hé would not oppress or vex th: too 

i taxes; yet he says this 
subject of taxation. ir, tis 
article will never be taxed unless it is sold. It will never be sol u- 
less it is used for food, and whoever uses it for food will pay the tax. 

the gentleman from Indiana believe will buy, use, au’ pay 

the taxes on this cheaper and poorer butter or substitute for batter’ 
con canted revenue on or from this article’ 

Will it not fall on those who will buy this for want of means to buy 
the better and more expensive article? Does he expect the thrifty and 
well-to-do people to put aside the better and more expensive food au! 
—9 cheaper oleomargarine? Oh, no; he can not expect this. 
t I need not answer for the gentleman. He must know. we 
know, that if oleomargarine continues to be made when this bil! is law 
it will be used and paid for, including the tax, by those least <bic & 
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y taxes. One other thing the gentleman from Indiana would do to 
relieve the poor for whom he professedly speaks. He would removeall 
axes from 
on forms, including snuff and cigars, $28,000,000. Remove that, 
and we can spare no more revenue now. Repeal the tobacco tax means 
entinue the present tax on wood, lumber, sugar, salt, shoes, and shirts, 
shelter, food, and clothing. All these must continue to bear the heavy 
burden now upon them. And are these not necessary, more 
ry to the wants, the health, and comfort of the great mass of 
men for whom the gentleman from Indiana assures us he speaks when 
be speaks for untaxed tobacco? 
Mr. WADSWORTH. Will the gentleman permit a question ? 


Mr. MORRISON. I have but five minutes; however, I will hear 
the gentleman. . 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I wish to know who pays the tobacco tax, the 
rich or the poor? : 

Mr. MORRISON. All who use tobacco pay the taxes on it as part of 
the price. 


Mr. HOLMAN. And the very poor, those to whom it is the only 
juxury which they are able to procure, pay the most of it. 

Mr. MORRISON. Yes, and the same istrueof all taxes. The poor 

y pine-tenths of all taxes paid; in whatever form they are paid they 

y nine-tenths, whether on tobacco, shirts, or shoes. Our taxes are 
all on consumption, and our friends on the opposite side of the Cham- 
ber have so retained taxes as to keep those which fall unequally and 
largely on the poor, and the removal of the tobacco tax is in continua- 
tion of that policy. To take that off results in the necessity of retain- 
ing others which in their existing form are much more oppressive. In 
the debate on the pending bill the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Grosvr- 
yor] said the repeal of the wool tax would cost the people of his State 
$3,000,000. His State produces about 8 per cent., or one-twelfth, of 


all the wool consumed in the country. And if the gentleman from | 


Ohio is not mistaken as to the amount Ohio lost and the people of Ohio 
and other States would gain, then the repeal of the wool tax would re- 
move from thirty-five to forty millions of taxes on the goods made at 
home, and yet that wool tax put but $3,000,000 in the Treasury. 

This article (cigars) yields us $11,000,000 revenue. 

A MEMBER. at is it? 

Mr. MORRISON. It is asmall-sized cigar. It yields $11,000,000, 
and the cigar industry is not crushed out either; for the number used 
has more than doubled in the last ten years. The growth of the cigar 
industry has increased five times as fast as our people. Every dollar 
paidintaxeson cigarsgoesintotheTreasury. Take offthat $11,000,000, 
and to what idle man will you give employment? What new wheel 
will you turn? What industry will you encourage? Take off the 
three millions on wool, and you let loose the spindles; you give work to 
the idle. Take off three millions of revenue on wool, and by the esti- 
mate of the gentleman from Ohio you take off more than ten times as 
many millions dollars taxes. Remove those taxes and with them the 
increased cost of making woolen goods, and you will have something 
youcan sell in the foreign markets, which but a few days ago you were 
buying, or attempting to buy, your way into at a cost of $800,000 a 
year. You will add to the productive wealth of the country and the 
comforts of its people, Mr. Chairman, when eleven millions of taxes, 
which yield eleven millions of revenue from tobacco are to be taken 
off; that three millions of revenue from wool must be obtained by a tax, 
which, based on the estimate of the gentleman from Ohio, costs those 
who wear hatsof wool or woolen clothing more than ten times as many 
nillions. Then, Mr. i , Some other reason must be assigned 
than the interests of the poor. [ Applause. ] 

Mr. HALE. While Iam friendly to the general purposes and objects 
of this bill and to support it on its final passage, yet I desire to 
call the special attention of the friends of the measure and the House 
generally to what I consider the extraordinary provisions of the last 
clause of this section. I had an amendment pending to strike out all 
after the word ‘‘final,’’ in the fourteenth line. As I understand the 
of that part of the section, itvests in the Commissioner of In- 
Revenue, subject to the supervision of certain officers therein 
the power to determine what articles used in the manufacture 
of oleomargarine are injurious and deleterious to the public health. 

_ Now I do not understand that the friends of this bill have ever 


bsequent section the power is vested in that department to seize 


and troy, in other words to confiscate, these supposed unhealthy 

If we have the power to do if we have the power to enact laws 
of that Geet eon tate thlng to step? If the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue can be authorized to say what kind of butter or oleo- 
margarine is and whatis not and to confiscate what is not in his 
whe aan can not oe ao eee thease her 

_ Have we not case ight to go insi 

the State lee and all the domestic relations of the people of 


? Iunderstand the States have a municipal 
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power of that sort. There is no doubt about the right of States to en- 
act laws for the inspection of articles of food as sanitary measures. 


tobacco. We will get this year from the tax on tobacco in | There is no doubt about the power of the General Government to enact 


} 


- 


sanitary regulations to prevent the introduction and spread of « 
from foreign ports. It may go so far as to regulate these matters be- 
tween the States. But I never heard it claimed that the Federal Gov- 
ernment had any power under the Constitution to enact laws by which 
the revenue department could enter into our domestic life within State 
lines and determine what should be used as food and what not. 
Whereis the warrant and authority forthis immense power? ‘There is 
| nothing in any law which amounts to the exerciseof this power; there 
| is no precedent for it in the history of the country. Whence is sucha 
power derived? A State or a city may enact laws and ordinances by 
| which food may be inspected, by which manufacturing establishments 
| may be supervised, and the public health protected. But that the 
| Federal Government should enact laws to authorize its officers to go in- 
side.of State lines and supervise our food and say what is healthy and 


isease 








what is ot healthy, and to confiscate what they say is not healthy, isan 
extraordinary power never heretofore asserted by this Government, and 
it has not, as 1 understand, been claimed by the friends of this bill. 

This portion of the fourteenth section is not necessary to carry out 
the general objects and purposes of this measure. As I understand, this 
bill can only be defended on the ground that this tax is levied for the 
purpose of raising revenue. It never has been claimed by its friends 
that we had the power to make sanitary regulations within State lines. 
Why not then strike out this provision and place the bill before the 
country as a revenue measure? Why not lift the burdens from other 
objects of taxation? Why not lower our tariff? But do not establish 
the doctrine and principle that the Federal Government has the right 
| to go within our family, interfere with our domestic affairs, and deter- 
mine what is healthy and what is unhealthy. It is a most dangerous 

power. As I have said, I favor the general object of this bill. I think 
| there is no doubt about the right of thig Government to levy taxes of 
| this sort for revenue purposes; and when levying such taxes they can 
discriminate against articles and in favor of articles just as they do in 

levying a tariff. We have the right todiscriminate. We may tax this 
article 5 per cent. and another 10 per cent. and another 20 per cent. ; 
we are not bound to say that all shall be taxed alike. Wecan put one 
tax on tobacco, another on whisky, and another on oleomargarine. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, I have an amendment 
to section 14, which I will send up to be offered at the proper time. I 
had supposed, sir, as we have been assured here, that this bill had un- 
dergone the scrutiny of the Law Department of the Government and of 
the Internal Revenue Department, and that, as it came to us from the 
hands of the committee, it was a sacred thing which should not be 
touched. We were also informed that the provisions of this bill were 
not intended to apply to anything except oleomargarine when com- 
pounded of some of the ingredients named in the second section and 
sold as butter or for butter. 

The chairman of the committee in making that assertion it seems to 
me must have overlooked the provisions of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
sections of the bill. 

I assert without fear of successful contradiction that if any gentle- 
man will read the fourteenth section he will find two classes of oleo- 
margarine provided for therein. The first is that which is subject toa 
tax under the provisions of this bill, and when a question arises as to 
whether or not it is so subject to taxation the question is to be sub- 
mitted to the decision of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, and 
the decision of that oflicer is to be final, from which no appeal is granted. 
There is no appeal whatever from it, and to strike out that provision 
is one purpose of my amendment. The second class of oleomargarine 
provided for in the fourteenth section of the bill is covered by this Jan- 
guage: 

The Commissioner may also decide whether any substance made in imitation 
or semblance of butter, and intended for human consumption, contains ingre- 
dients deleterious to the public health. 

The fourteenth section contains that provision, while, in the discus- 
sion on the second section, we were informed by the chairman of thecom- 
mittee, with the advice and consent of the law officers as it was claimed, 
that it only applied to oleomargarine which was sold for butter or as 
butter. From the language which I have read it will beseen that this 
provision in the fourteenth section applies to any substance of this 
character ‘‘ intended for human consumption.’’ When a question arises 
under this provision a commission is to be appointed, consisting of the 
officers named in the bill, and their decision is to be final. 

But, sir, the monstrosity—-I use the word advisedly—the monstros- 
ity of this law crops out in the fifteenth section, which provides that 
‘all packages of oleomargarine subject to tax under this act that shall 
be found without stamps or marks as herein provided ’’—that is one 
class—‘‘ and all oleomargarine intended for human consumption which 
contains ingredients adjudged, as hereinbefore provided, to be dele- 
terious to the public health, shall be forfeited to the United States,”’ 
without regard to whether it is liable to a tax or not. That I say is 
monstrous. Itis a reaching out, under the pressure of constituents, 
under the clamor of interested parties, to strike down an industry of 
this country, and by this bill you seize the police powers of the Gov- 
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ernment. You would have the same power to determine, if you can 
determine, the quality of every article of food whether it is canned, or 
packed, or not, and if it is pronounced deleterious to health, you could 
thus usurp the police powers of the State. It is dangerousground and, 
in my opinion, unwarranted. 

Your informers come in, they go running around seeking to get one- 
half of what they seize. Informers! a class of men that no lawyer 
would believe under oath; their occupation is one that no honorable 
man would engage in. Informer! a name detested and execrated by 
every lover of the rights of the citizen in every country where the 
rights of the citizen are respected. They flourish best where the rights 
of the individual citizen are least. I am surprised that there should 
be an attempt at this time by a committee of the American Congress 
to give occupation to that class called informers—occupation at the 
expense and to the annoyance of the public. 

r. Chairman, under what provision of the Constitution do the com- 
mittee claim the extraordinary jurisdiction of Congress over the health 
and morals of the States set out in these sections 14 and 15? Would 
it not be well to leave that duty to the States where the fathers placed it? 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon this section and all amendments 
thereto is exhausted. The first amendment is that of the gentleman 
from Georgia, which the Clerk will read. 

Mr. STONE. Mr. Chairman, I wish tosend up an amendment to be 
acted upon 


pon. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain amendments in their 


er. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In section 14 strike out “ that there shall be in the office of internal revenue 
an analytical chemist and a microscopist, who shall each be appointed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and shall each receive a salary of $2,500 per annum ; 


and.” 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. STONE] rélate to these lines of the bill? 

Mr. STONE. It does not. 

The question was taken on the amendment just read; and there 
were—ayes 33, noes 61. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will now entertain the amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. StonE]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In section 14, lines 13 and 14, strike out the words “ and his decision in matters 
of taxation under this act shall be final." 


The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HALE]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In section 14, strike out the following: 

“The Commissioner may also decide whether any substance made in imita- 
tion or semblance of butter, and intended for human consumption, contains in- 

redients deleterious to the public health; but in case of doubt or contest his 
Sonisieun ia thipgions af ennesenan boon ed from to a board hereby consti- 
Surgeon Generel of the Mevy, and the Oomumitioner of Agsletiiors; ead the 
decisions of this board shall be final in the premises.” ; 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 24, noes 74. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HOLMAN. No quorum has voted. I donot wish to interrupt 
ihe progress of the bill, but I suggest to the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. Haton] that inasmuch as this is a very important bill, he allow 
us to have a vote upon it in the House. 

Mr. HATCH. I desire to state to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
HoLMAN] and to my colleague that they are under an entire misappre- 
hension about this portion of this section. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Regular order, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. HATCH. Tke gentleman from Georgia does not seem to be will- 
ing that anybody shall say ie this bill but himself, or that 
anybody who has any information limpart it except himself. 

Mr. HAMMOND. It was on the motion of the gentleman himself 
that ghe limitation was put upon the debate. 

Mr. HATCH. I was simply replying to a polite request of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMan]. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I will say what I have to say at an- 
other time, and the gentleman from Georgia shall hear from me. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I will. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Chairman, I shall make the point that no quorum 
has voted unless we can have an understanding with the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Hatcn] about a vote upon this provision in the 
House. 

Mr. HATCH. I will say to my colleague, with the greatest kind- 
ness and frankness, that I do not propose to such proposi- 
tion, and whenever that gauntlet is thrown down I acceptit. Let 
the gentleman make his point that no quorum has voted, and we will 
see if we can not get a quorum here. 

Mr. HALE. I make the point, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point being made that no quorum has voted, 
the Chair appoints the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. HALz, and the 
gentleman from Missouri, Mr. Hatcou, to act as tellers. 
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The committee again divided; and the tellers re 
noes 121. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. 
out, in lines 10 to 14, the following: 

And such Commissioner is authorized to decide what substances. o<+,,, 
mixtures, or compounds which may be submitted for his inspection in'-.,, res 4 
cases are to be taxed under this act; and his decision in matters of taxat — 
under this act shall be final. oe 

The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question will next be taken on an amena. 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. WARNER], which the 
will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 18 of section 14, strike out the words “in this class of casos © 


The amendment was rejected. 

The following amendment, offered by Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. 
was read: 

After the word “ board,” in the last line of the section, strike out the word. 
“shall be final in the premises" and insert “ may be appealed from to the < 
retary of the Treasury.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

The following amendment, offered by Mr. DuNtAM, was read: 


Amend section 14 by inserting after the word “revenue,” in line 2, the words 
“and in each of the following places, to wit: New York, Philadelphia, Bosto: 
Chicago, Kansas City, and Pittsburgh.” , 


The amendment was rejected, there being—ayes 5, noes 92. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to amend by inserting after the word 
‘‘revenue,’’ in the second line, the words ‘* and the town of Newton, in 
the State of Kansas.”’ 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to amend by striking out all after the word 
‘* purpose,’’ in line 10, down to and inciuding “*‘final,’’ in line 14. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question will now be taken on the motion 
of the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. O’ HARA] to strike out sec- 
tion 14. 

The motion was rejected. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 15. That all packages of oleomargarine subject to tax under this act that 
shall be found without stamps or marks as herein provided, and al! oleoniar 
garine intended for human consumption which contains in ients adjudged, 
as hereinbefore provided, to be deleterious to the public th, shall be forfeited 
to the United States. Any person who shall willfully remove or deface the 
stamps, marks, or brands on containing oleo ine taxed as pro- 
vided herein shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a tine 
of not less than $100 nor more than $2,000, and by imprisonment for not Jess thaa 
thirty days nor more than six months. 

Mr. McKENNA. Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I can say any- 
thing to vindicate a claim to the attention of the House; but I can at 
least achieve the laudable and customary ambition of a place in the 
RecorD, and exhibit to my constituents what a lively interest their 
Representative takes in their affairs, though it may be an idle or un- 
necessary one. ‘ - 

Mr. Chairman, when this bill firstcame up for discussion I concurred 
in the general and assumed interpretation, and while I favored what | 
conceived to be its primary purpose, I was tossed upon a sea of doubt 
by the many strong objections that were urged to its methods. It ap- 
peared to have a very peculiar effect. It seemed to ‘ uproar the uni- 
versal peace ’’ and confound all distinctions between men and measures 
in this House. Its tax has been variously described as a tax for pro- 
tection and a tax for oppression; a tax constitutional and a tax uncon- 
stitutional; a tax on honesty and a tax on fraud; a tax promotive of 
the os the country and a tax to ruin its industry—one that 
would shake the very stracture of the Capitol, and destroy the last ex- 
ample of freedom on earth and the last hope of the oppressed of man- 
kind. 


ported—ayes 49 
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I move toamend by strikin. 


Clerk 


Ita , Mr. Chairman, to have a similar effect upon the mem- 
bers of the House. Protectionists have quarreled over its provisivis 
and threatened each other; free-traders have fallen out and scolded and 
railed at each other; those who favor the internal-revenue system have 

the bill; those who oppose the internal-revenue system ha\ 
favored the bill; States-rights Democrats have advocated it, national 
Republicans condemned it. Itappeared, sir, to have the peculiar powcr 
of polities to “‘make strange bed-fellows;’’ and all sorts of meu with 
all sorts of opinions might be seen, in the language of Burke, to » 


““pigging | heads and points in the same truckle-beds.’’ : 
ow, iteanoen I see no disadvantage in this intermingling; 20 
it may be that in the association and tion of old-time enemies 


each the possibilities and limitations of his doctrine, and find 
srecenanedstian See antigenians whichare now thought imposible to com 


in some situations we can have D° 
; as philosophers at the breakfast table I thir 
we would prefer butter. As legislators concerned with the interes! 

and invested with power of taxation and the right to (s 
its objects, I think within its purview we can subserve othe: 
purposes than raising revenue. This seems to be right; and if '' be 
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within the competence of Government to expose imposture it is itsduty 
do so. 
rae law seeks to protect against illegal encroachment and impositions 
of all kinds. To obtain money under false pretenses is a well-known 
crime, and the kind or manner of the artifice, be it to sell oleomar- 
ine as butter or other kind can not destroy the essential difference 
between right and wrong. It would seem, therefore, our right at least 
to make it difficult for covert and clever rascality to practice deceit and 
fraud by mimicking some other man's industry, and our duty to dis- 
appoint the cheat of pecuniary advantage by the imposition of the tax 
provided for in the bill. The amount of the tax is not important, and 
can not be a burden if it can be avoided by honesty. 

I would not care particularly if we went no further than to distin- 
guish the products, and if it were possible in the condition of the busi- 
ness of the House and the inveterate opposition made against this meas- 
are to stop and temporize I might be in favor of it. I would strip it of 
its disguises; I would stop its artful and iniquitous masquerade. [| 
would color it, if you please, sky blue as suggested by the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Pertrpone], or pink as urged by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Beach ]—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. HITT. I will take the floor, Mr. Chairman, and yield my time 
to the gentleman from California. 

Mr. McKENNA. Thanks. I see vast possibilities of profit in the 
suggestion for oleomargarine men. Tint ita delicate pink, perfume it 
with the scent of the rose or the violet, or of ‘‘ the flowers that bloom 
in the spring,”’ and bull’s grease will be idealized into taurine oint- 
ment, and as such can be used to anoint the lip of beauty and soften 
the cheek of members of Congress. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. Chairman, there are millions in it. (Great laughter and ap- 

Distinguished by color, it may be started out and will take 
its chances in the dispute of tastes, and if anybody then prefers this ar- 
ticleof the slaughter-pen and an apothecary-shop, this product dug from 
acharnel-house and run through a chemical laboratory, carrion of death 
and the grave, to pure butter, so be it. Are we not Americans? De 
gustibus nonestdispulandum. (Greatlaughter.] That, Mr. Chairman, 
is Latin [renewed laughter], but it does not mean anything more than 
the old woman said when she kissed the cow. [Great laughter agd 


Here ts hammer fell. } 

Mr. HISCOCK. I move, Mr. Chariman, that further debate be lim- 
ited to ten minutes. 

Mr. BEACH. I have an amendment to offer and I hope debate will 
not be limited just now. 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Chairman, yesterday a question was raised 
against the petitions of iron-workers and trades assemblies by the 
friends of this bill, who questioned the right of the signers to send these 
telegrams through the duly recognized representatives of these organi- 
zations. When these people sent these dispatches to the gentleman 
from Pittsburgh [Mr. Nec ry], the geutleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
Curtin], and myself, I hold they came from the authorized officers of 
these iron-workers and other toilers of Pennsylvania. 

Now, I do not like to pose here before this body as the champion of 
the toilers of this country, as that would appear to assume too much 
for one member of this House, but on all questions of this kind I feel 
proud to stand here in behalf of the honest toilers of the country. I 
say this legislation attempted here by asking the passage of this bill is 
vicious legislation. 

I want to say further, that gentlemen who make an attack on those 
interested in the city of Chicago, against Armour & Co., Fowler Broth- 
ers, Fairbanks & Co., Swift & Co., and other manufacturers too numer- 
ous to mention, representing to-day over $200,000, 000 of capital invested 
in the cattle busi attack men who during the winter employed not 
less than ninety thousand of these very toilers in favor of whose inter- 
ests we hear so much said upon this floor. 

Mr. FREDERICK. And is this the poor laboring class whose busi- 
ness is to be destroyed by this bill ! 
anus Who does the gentleman from Illinois say are worth 

000? 

Mr. LAWLER. I say that those men and others engaged in the cat- 
tle business represent more than $200,000,000. 

Mr. FELTON. Does the gentleman mean to say those men pay taxes 
on that amount? 

Mr. LAWLER. I say they represent that much money invested in 

aaa business. We have no tax-dodgers in Chicago interested in 


Mr. FELTON. If they have that much money then they have 


Mr. LAWLER. I want to say that Armour & Co., Fowler & Jeros.. 
and others, are continually investing their capital and thereby giving 
employment to thousands of toilers. . 

Mr. MORGAN. You mean the makers of oleomargarine. 

Mr. LAWLER. Yes. I mean the makers of oleomargarine, and the 
pork. and cattle interests of my city. 

Mr, of Indiana. 1 hope we will have some order here. 
Mr. LAWLER. I want to say, Mr. Chairman, to the gentlemen on 
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my left and in my rear who have passed the word demagogy and 
blatherskite—I want to say to these gentlemen right here that if the 
capitalistic newspapers of the country wer 
so far as Congress is concerned, there are 
House who would be pleased to | 
[ Applause. } 

Mr. MORGAN. Let me ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. LAWLER. I shall not yield, as my time will not allow further 
interruption. {Laughter. ] 

Let me say to those who have been asking why there were thirty-five 
thousand toilers who could not get employment in Chicago that if it 
had not been for these people who have been so much denounced as the 
manufacturers of oleomargarine thousands upon thousands of toilers 
would have suffered all winterlong forthe wantofemployment. Thonu- 
sands upon thousands have been employed by those who are interested 
in the manufacture of oleomargarine in the large cities. 

Whai is thisarticleofoleomargarine? Ihaveeatenit. [Lanughter. ] 
And I make the statement here, whatever may be said by the triends 
of the dairy interests, that oleomargarine properly manufactured and. 
put on the markct wil! compare favorably with the present dairy butter 
which is manufactured and placed upon the market. 

| wish to say further tothe members here this afternoon that, looking 
to the condition of affairs in the country, instead of putting on addi- 

| tional taxation some of the burdens now imposed should be taken off 
of the people. I said, in the remarks made by me the other day, vou 
could not compel men who work at 90 and 108 cents a day to endure 
increased taxation. 

Mr. MORGAN. I would like to ask the gentleman from Illinois a 
question. I wish to ask him whether the trades unions, the names of 
whose officers are signed here, represent anybody but themselves, and 
whether they pretend to interfere here in lawand politics and religion ? 
[Laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. LAWLER. I would answer that by saying this, they are the 
officers of these different lodges and assemblages—— 

Mr. MORGAN. Do they represent anybody but themselves when 
they speak? 

Mr. LAWLER. Yes; they represent all these assemblages, number- 
ing seventy-eight thousand men, and all other questions affecting their 
interests, as shown by these dispatches. 

Mr. MORGAN. Can they speak as to the law, politics, and religion 
of the subject, or as to the objects of their organization in connection 
with it? 

Mr. LAWLER. They speak with the authority of the whole body 
against the passage of this bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then, unless it is a part of the organization to con- 
sider these things, how can they represent anybody but themselves? 

Mr. LAWLER. ‘They are the regularly authorized deputies of these 
different assemblages, and they have met and framed this protest against 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. Have the seventy-eight thousand of whom you 
speak held any meeting to consider this matter? 

Mr. LAWLER. Certainly, and their resolutions voice the senti- 
ments of the seventy-eight thousand members through their delegates. 
I think this statement will answer the gentleman’s question. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. These are the delegates, representing the whole 
body, who speak in this paper. 

Mr. MORGAN. Whom do they represent? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. ‘The whole body of men organized in the different 
assemblages. 

Mr. MORGAN. Can they speak with authority, or do they speak 
simply for themselves? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. They speak for all. They are the properly ac- 
credited representatives of the whole body to speak for them and in 
their name. 

Mr. MORGAN. As to the law, politics, and religion of the whole 
subject? 

Mr. LAWLER. Yes, sir. 

I want to say that what I think Congress should have done in this 
matter was, if this product is unwholesome for food, there should have 
been no stricture put upon it in the shape of taxation, but Congress 
should have passed an act prohibiting its being sold in the country at 
all—— 

Mr. FREDERICK. And let it be sold in the cities altogether. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. LAWLER. To prohibit its sale all over the country; but in 
place of that you say we want to protect the dairy interests. Now, we 
have already stated here the protection the people of this country get 
from this very interest which gentlemen clamor so loudly for, the dairy 
interest. In this very city a year ago dairy butter sold at 60 cents a 
pound; an outrageous price, as everybody knows. The result of the 
introduction of this new product has been that they are now selling 
their dairy butter for one-half or less, and it is just as good as that for 
which this enormous price was paid. 

I believe that the country’s increasing population, running away be- 
yond 60,000,0U0 to-day, and having this large surplus of unemployed 
men, over 1,000,0C0 in this country at the present time, must have 





son the side of the toilers, 
& great many members of this 
e called demagogues and blatherskites. 
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cheap food products. They are entitled to better protection, and they 
certainly should not be forced to pay the exorbitant price of the dai- 
rymen when they can get a good, wholesome butter in the shape of 
oleomargarine or butterine for less than half price. They can not pay 
60 cents a pound nor 50 cents a pound for butter. I believe in en- 
couraging every honest agricultural product at all times, but I do not 
believe in casting a vote here to advance the interest of the agriculturist 
as against any other class of our people, and particularly so when that 
vote would raise the price of necessary products of home consumption 
to the toiling masses of this country. 

For that reason I say, gentlemen, that it has been considered very 
unpopular for men to get up here and talk against public opinion and 
stand for the toiling classes of the country. For twenty-one years, and 
long, hard years at that, which Iam prond to speak of, I did nothing 
but hard labor, and I was not ashamed of it; and when I spoke to those 
people in my district I told them that if they would elect me to Con- 
gress I would, as far as I could by my voice and vote, see that justice 
was done to them, and I do not propose right here to cast a vote to 
interfere with them or impose an additional tax on them to protect the 
interests of the butter-men. These men are consumers largely of oleo- 
margarine and butterine. I say to you gentlemen here of this Con- 
gress consider well before you cast your vote. The unfortunate con- 
dition of affairs in this country to-day is on account of so much class 
legislation of this kind. I say to men, go on and pass this bill to-day; 
and I made a remark in my speech the other day which may have been 
considered as braggadocio, but I now repeat it, that many who so cast 
their votes will not return and have that opportunity again. [Ap- 
plause. ] 

The following telegrams received by me I append as part of my re- 
marks: 





PrrTspurGH, Pa., May 31, 1886. 
Congressman LAWLER, M. C.: 

Below find resolutions passed by trades assemblies and lodges comprising 
the same. (Official copies by mail sentto Neaiey and Currtry.) 

Whereas certain measures are now pending in Congress for the regulation of 
the manufacture and sale of butterine and oleomargarine, and the imposition 
of taxes thereon and amounting to a prohibition; and 

Whereas the manufacture and sale of this article is a legitimate and legal bus- 
iness, furnishing a clean, palatable, healthy, and nutritious article of food at a 
reasonable price, and that the effect of this legislation will be to increase the 
price of a cheap and a wholesome food product and destroy the labor its man- 
ufacture employs; and 

Whereas the only reason given for the legislation is that it comes into com- 
petition with butter: and 

Niisresolved, That we protest against the passage of such measures as unjust and 
a to the laboring classes and as opposed to the principles of sound pub- 

c ey, 

Its further resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress by the secretary of this assembly. 

The foregoing preamble and resolutions were adopted at a session of the 
Trades Assembly of Western Pennsylvania for the purpose of taking prompt 
action in regard to a bill now pending before Congress, entitled “ A bill to regu- 
late the manufacture and sale of butterine or oleo ne.” 

CHARD ENNISS, 
President of Trades Assembly of Western Pennsylvania. 
THOS. J. DICUS, 


The Trades Assembly of Western Pennsylvania consists of the following 
Jabor associations: 

Superior Lodge, No. 3, Amalgamated of Iron and Steel Workers ; 
Sheet and M Workers’ Assembly, Soles of Labor; American e, No. 
29, Amalgamated Association of Iron and | Workers; Labor Assembly, No. 
21, Knights of Labor; Good Intent —— No. 4, Amalgamated Association of 
Iron and Steel Workers; Labor Assembly, No. Bui Carpenters, and 
Joiners’ Union ; International Makers’ Union, ts of Labor ; German 
International Furniture 


Makers Unk No’s0, Knights of ~ Of iridne Workers’ Assembly, No. 632, 

akers’ Union, No. n : , No. 

Knights of Labor; Labor Assembly, No. 5269, Knights of Labor; , As- 

eembly, No. 862, Knights of Labor; Locomotive Workers’ Association ; Sales- 

men's Assembly No. 4907, Knights of Labor; Street Car Drivers’ Assembly, No. 

608, Knights of ; Iron Workers’ Assembly, No. 1747, : 
le Miners’ yocqueeaten Association, ‘0. 1632, Knights 

Tubal Gad yy Associati ot In 5 ra Sheet W c ae 

n ion ron an orkers ; 

, Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Work No. 34; Mechan- 

Association of Iron and Steel Workers, No, 28; Alle- 

hen odge, Amal Association of Iron and Steel Workers, No. 14; 

y ct Assembl 

Assembly, No. 791, Knights of : 

bor; Labor Assembly, pee Knights of Labor; 

Association of Iron and 

Workers’ Union; Saw Mill Run Coal Miners’ 

ers’ Association, No. 300, Kn 


ts of Labor; Iron-molders’ Union No. 14; Iron- 

molders’ a, ts of Labor; Bottle-blowers’ Union of North 

America ‘i “7 > . : ical ae | rhe ees Asso- 

ciation, No. n Labor; In ependen’ vale, Amalga- 
Association a and Steel W Preadeite 


mated orkers; p 
Association of Iron and Steel Workers; Stone-cutters’ Asembly, of 
bor; Soho No. 70, Association of I and Steel Work- 
ers; Sligo Iron Works, No. 8, Amalgamated of and Steel Work- 
ers; A lass-workers’ Association, No. 6; Labor Assembly No. 171 
Knights of Labor; Labor Assembly No. 300, Knights of » iecieetional 
Union, No. 171; Yron-molders’ Union of North America, No. 243; Knights 
o —aeee Aan. ie of Labor; No. 86, 

Iron and Ww ; Bricklayers’ Union No. 2 As- 
sembly No. 38, Kni Labor, forty thousand members; 


dispatches from the workingmen of 
Pittsburgh w have been introdaced and read the course of 
this debate. I do not know who prepared those nor do I 
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know by what trades unions they may have been indorsed. 
know how many members of the trades assemblies attended the mo,.. 
ing at which such protests were adopted, not having seen them: },.; | 
feel that I can say for the workingmen of Pittsburgh, and for the \\o)\.. 
ingmen of Pennsylvania generally, that they will not object to pat;;,. 
@ tax upon a commodity which is placed on the market in imit.: ion of 
a genuine article, when that commodity can be put upon the market 
in its true colors without paying any tax. Coloring oleomaryarjj. «, 
as to make it resemble butter will not make it any better. 

If anybody wants to buy oleomargarine, and if anybody }\\. 
gentleman from Chicago who has just spoken wants to eat oleomar. 
garine, there is nothing in this bill to prevent him from buying an4 
eating as much oleomargarine as he pleases. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Provided he pays a tax. 

Mr. BAYNE. But he need not pay one cent of tax on all the oleo. 
margarine he chooses to buy and chooses to eat if he will goto the 
manufacturer of oleomargarine who puts it on the market in its tryc 
colors. That is all there isin this bill. It is simply to put a tax o 
the article which is colored to imitate butter and which is palmed 
on the public as butter when it is not butter. 

I want to say another thing. We have here a Representative (roy, 
Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND], a Representative from North Carolina { My. 
O’ HARA }, a Representative from the State of Arkansas [ Mr. Breck). 
BRIDGE], and a Kepresentative from South Carolina [Mr. TILLMA\ |, a)! 
opposing this bill with intense earnestness and zeal, and they are al! 
ablemen. Ifind upon anexamination of the census of 1880 that Georgia 
produced in that year 7,424,485 pounds of butter; North Carolina 7,- 
212,507; Arkansas 7,790,013; and South Carolina 3,196,851 pounds, 
making an aggregate of 25,623,856 pounds of butter produced by those 
four States. That same census discloses the fact that the little State 
of Vermont manufactured over 25,000,000 pounds of butter; about as 
much as the four States I have named. The industry of manufact- 
uring butter in those States, like all manufacturing industries within 
their borders, is away behind the time—behind the age. It is there- 
fore to be expected that the sympathy of the Representatives from those 
States is not with the manufacture of butter by the dairymen or with 
any other classof manufacturers. But while I find the total quantity of 
byptter manufactured in those four States in a year amounts to but about 
25,000,000 pounds, I find the cotton seed produced by them amounts to 
2,627,000,000 pounds; and this cotton seed is not only utilized now tor 
the purpose of making oleomargarine, hutit used also for table purposes. 

As Ihave spoken of oleomargarine, so I speak of cotton-seed oi!. It 
may be and doubtless is a very wholesome product; but it will be seen 
that when you resolve these constitutional scruples we have heard so 
much about in this debate down into their original element, it is a con- 
test of selfishness, it is a contest of the industry of these States which 
is the production of cotton and cotton seed as against the industries of 
the other States of the Union, which produce in large quantities 11k 
and butter and other varieties of necessary and useful things. 

I had reduced the cotton-seed product of South Carolina, Arkansas. 
Georgia, and North Carolina from tons to pounds on the ratio of 2,(()\) 
pounds to the ton, thus getting the aggregate of 2,627,178,000 pounds 
It may be that I should have calculated on 2,240 pounds to the ton 

The production of cotton seed as shown by the last census for the 
four States in tons is as follows: 
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— . acccccces a = 
North Carolina. ceed 339, 
{Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. SCOTT. I move to strike out the last word. I want to ente: 


my protest in behalf of the dairy farmers of Pennsylvania against the 
telegram which has been alluded to by the gentleman from Chicago 
(Mr. LAWLER], purporting to be from the organized labor associations 
of P lvania, representing seventy-eight thousand workers in the 
mili ani Gaterton, and claiming to express the sentiments of this par- 
ticularclass of wage-workersin that State. If there be any class of meu 
who have earned their living by hard work, but who have at the same 
i ing care and protection of the National Govern- 
ment, the wage-workers of Pennsylvania most assuredly belong to that 
The farmersof Pennsylvania for the past twenty-five years have 
quietly stood by and seen these men protected at their expense without 
one word of com: it or protest. 
The wage- g ceebagy en eee have been taken care of and pro 
tected as no class has been ae et by any nation 
ion dairy producers o! 
and seven million of farmers of the United States 
to this House to afford them some relief, if it be in its power to 
from the difficulties with which they are struggling, it would be 
very poor taste indeed for the wage-workers of the State to enter the 
protest against such action, and I can not believe that they would do 


i 


so. Itis udgment, sir, that this misre ts them, that 
it does nani ; their true sentiments. But if it sir, then I as- 
sert it is time that the farmers of lvania ized, as well 


of their own interests 
the fostering care of this 
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Government is to be simply extended in favor of one class of the com- 
munity and not to another who have at least equal, and in this case it 
seems to me superior, claims upon it: 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Chairman, there is no desire nearer to my 
heart than to secure the enactment of laws designed to promote the in- 
terests of the farming people of the country. But this anxiety to pro- 
mote the welfare of a large and important interest will not justify us in 
accepting blindly and unquestionably every measure introduced here 
apparently for that purpose. It is incumbent upon us to examine all 
such measures with scrupulous care, to satisfy ourselves that they will 
really accomplish the purpose intended—to convince ourselves that their 
practical effect will not be antagonistic to the interests which we seek 
to benefit. 

I can not, therefore, allow the consideration of this bill to proceed to 
a final vote without calling the attention of the House to some of its 
features which I regard as undemocratic and as involving dangerous and 
pernicious legislation. 

The party with which I am proud to be ideatified has always op- 

taxation of this character, and for a Democratic House of Rep- 
resentatives to enact this law would present the astounding picture of 
the Democratic party coming forward in 1886 to indorse and ratify 
revenue methods which for twenty years they have denounced. 
THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM. 

The platform of principles upon which Mr. Cleveland carried our 
banner to victory declared: 

The system of direct taxation known as the “internal revenue,” is a war tax. 

It also declared: 


We denounce the Republican party for having failed to relieve the people 
from crushing war taxes. 

In the same declaration of principles, the Democratic theory of tax- 
ation was explained in these words: 

From the foundation of this Government, taxes collected at the custom-house 
have been the chief source of Federal revenue. Such they must continue to 


be. 
* * * * x * 


* 

Sufficient revenue to pay all the expenses of the Federal Government, eco- 
nomieally administered, including pensions, interest, and principal of the 
public debt, can be got from our present system of taxation from custom-house 
taxes on fewer im 


articles, bearing heaviest on articles of luxury, and 
bearing lightest on articles of necessity. 


With these distinct, definite, and positive declarations of principles 
staring them in the face, with the consciousness that they were elected 
to the seats they now occupy upon the faith that these principles were 
to be the groundwork, the guide of their official action, I am unable to 
seehow Democratscan bring themselves to support a measure so directly 
at war with all tne professions of their party. 

The declaration of principles from which I have read is the latest 
authoritative announcement of the fundamental articles of faith in the 
Democratic political creed, and every Democratic vote for this bill isa 
clear, emphatic, and unequivocal denial of the party faith as promul- 
gated by the only hody empowered to speak for the party. 

Not only does this bill antagonize the last platform of principles pro- 
mulgated by the national Democratic party, not only does it make war 
upon the positive pledges to which that party is committed in failing to 
doaway with or to diminish the “‘internal-revenue war taxes’’ which the 
Republican party was denounced for perpetuating, but it sanctions and 
indorses the practice of levying such taxes, it widens the field of their 
imposition, and extends them to ‘‘ fresh fields and pastures new.”’ 

THE HARDSHIPS OF THE BILL. 

The second section of the bill declares that, for the purposes of this 
act, any mixture of butter with tallow, beef fat, suet, lard, lard oil, vege- 
table oil, &c., shall be known and designated as ‘‘oleomargarine.”’ It 
also includes in this definition any mixture or compound of these and 
many other ients. 

The sixth section provides that any person who offers for sale or who 
packs such a substance in any manner contrary to the provisions of 
this actmay be fined $1,000and imprisoned not more than two years. 

Section 11 provides that any person who purchases such a substance 
which has not been branded or stamped shall be fined $50 for each of- 


Section 12 ides that any person who purchases such a substance 
from 4 man rer who has not paid the special tax of $600 shall be 
liable to a penalty of $100 for each offense. 

Section 13 provides that any person who willfully neglects or refuses 


to destroy the stamps on a kage which contained such substance, 
—_ it is emptied, shall be fined not exceeding $50 and imprisoned not 


than ten days nor more than six months for each offense. 

Several of the advocates of this bill have endeavored to convince the 

that its only effect will be to levy a tax upon articles which are 

as butterwhen, in fact, they are not butter. The gentleman from 
[Mr. Bayne] who has just taken his seat conveyed this 

idea in these words: 


It is simply to put a tax on the article which is colored to imitate butter, and 
which is palmed off on the public as butter, when it is not butter. 


nen, gpa certainly could not have given the bill a careful 
reading, for, as I have endeavored to show, the bill defines ‘‘ oleomar- 
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garine’’ to be any mixture of butter with any one of a great number 
of ingredients. It does not matter how small the quantity of these in- 
gredients may be—if only an ounce, or even the tenth of an ounce in a 
pound of butter—it would still be, for the purpose of this act, ‘‘oleo- 
margarine,’’ and subject to the tax and all the penalties imposed by this 
bill. 

Again, are the advocates of this bill the ones who are to decide what 
is and what is not a violation of this law? Most certainly they will 
admit that they can not be. 

TEN MILLION BRIBE. 

The advocates of the measure estimate that $20,000,000 are to be col- 
lected by its operation, and one-half of that amount, $10,000,000, is 
offered as a bribe to spies and informers who would thus be induced to in- 
vade any household in this land to find some one who had been guilty of 
some technical violation of the intricate and vaguely defined provisions 
of this bill, or without the slightest intention of wrongdoing had failed 
tozomply with some one of its many unreasonable requirements. I 
wish it to be distinctly understood that I do not in any way pretend 
to invoke the idea that ignorance of law can be pleaded in justification of 
its violation, but I do insist that in a government like ours we should 
be extremely cautious about enacting laws filled with intricate rules and 
regulations the violation of which would subject our best citizens to 
the same punishment which is inflicted upon the worst of criminals. 

Is it not a crime for the American Congress to place laws on the stat- 
ute-book the violation of which is not malum in se, but will enable irre- 
sponsible officials to arfest our best citizens and throw them in prison by 
the side of thieves and murderers ? 

This morning I offered the amendment which I will again read: 

Provided, That no person who was reported by the Tenth Census as being un- 
able to read shall be fined or imprisoned for violating the provisions of sections 
6, 11, 12, or 13 of this act until one year after the passage of the bill now pending 
in Congress to aid in the support of common schools. 

The census shows us that in 1880 there were 4,923,451 persons in the 
United States over the age of ten years who could not read. Although 
the friends of that vast body of the American people whose unremitting 
labor and scanty earnings do not permit them to supply their children 
with proper educational advantages have used every effort in their 
power to mitigate this evil, they have encountered the unyielding oppo- 
sition of certain members of Congress, including many of the most deter- 
mined advocates of the bill now under consideration. 


A CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION. 

The opponents of the educational bill on this side of the House justify 
their action upon two grounds: First, they say there is no authority 
in the Constitution to appropriate the money of the people for the pur- 
pose of aiding in the support of common schools; second, that it en- 
larges to a dangerous extent the powers of the General Government 
for it to contribute a meager sum to the support of common schools, 
even though the proposed educational bill distinctly and positively 
provides that in all respects these schools shall be under the exclusive 
control of the State officials. 

And yet these gentlemen support a mcasure the effect of which will 
be to empower the Government to appoint a horde of officers, to send 
them into every corner of the Jand armed with authority to arrest and 
imprison every purchaser of a pound of butter containing an ounce or 
even a trace of lard or of any other of the numerous ingredients men- 
tioned in the second section of the bill, the manufacturer of which has 
not paid the special tax of $600. 

Is there any constitutional warrant for such an outrage upon the lib- 
erties of the American people? Is there any Democratic creed which 
tolerates such an undemocratic measure? Have I not shown that the 
platform of the party which carried its banners to victory in the last 
Presidential election denounced laws of this character, and did not the 
saine platform of principles advocate the aid to education which is op- 
posed by some of the Democratic advocates of the bill now being con- 
sidered ? 

Fearing some of my party friends may have forgotten the position of 
the national Democracy upon this question, I will read a paragraph 
from the Democratic platform adopted at Chicago in 1884: 

We favor * * * the diffusion of free education by common schools, so that 
every child in the land may be taught the rights and duties of citizenship. 

ARREST FOR TRIVIAL OFFENSES. 

Let us for a moment, Mr. Chairman, consider the trivial character of 
the offenses for which citizens may be arrested under the operation of 
this bill. If any honest farmer, or any one else, is suspected of hav- 
ing mixed a mere trace of any one of some fifty substances with a 
pound of butter, not only is he liable to arrest, but any one that pur- 
chases the product is also liableto arrest, and every arrest of this char- 
acter will give a handsome fee to a United States commissioner, a deputy 
marshal, and the numerous other oflicials around the Federal courts, 
all of whom, and others besides them, will be stimulated into unwonted 
and malevolent activity by the $10,000,000 which the bill offers as a 
bribe to spies and informers. 

I have seen enough of the iniquitous operation of these inquisitorial 
laws which seek to collect the ‘‘ war tax’’ called and known as ‘‘in- 








5170 CON GRESSION AL RECORD—HOUBE. JUNE 2 



































ternal revenue.’’ I have known of instances in which honorable and 
upright men have been dragged from their homes and families and 
thrown into jail for alleged violation of some trivial regulation of 
which they had never heard. I have seen scores of honest farmers and 
workingmen sleeping on the ground while awaiting trial before a Fed- 
eral court or United States commissioner upon a charge which was not 
infrequently shown to have been trumped up by the envy or malice of 
a personal enemy who had found in this iniquitous system an easy 
means of wreaking his spite. 

These are some of the evils wrought in my own district, and within 
my own knowledge, by the internal-revenue tax system which this bill 
is designed to extend and indefinitely prolong. And, sir, even if it 
accomplish all that its champions claim that it will accomplish, it 
will not benefit either my district or my State one particle. According 
tothe last census my district produced only 1,488,676 poundsof butter, 
and the entire State of Alabama produced only 7,997,719 pounds. 

WILL NOT BENEFIT ALABAMA. 

The population of my district according to the same census was 168,- 
502, and of the State was 1,262,505. The butter produced in my dis- 
trict is, therefore, only sufficient to supply an annual consumption per 
capita of 8 pounds and 13 ounces, and in the entire State of Alabama 
the product is equal to an annual consumption per capita of only 6 
pounds 5 ounces. It is evident, therefore, that neither my district nor 
my State can be benefited by this bill if it should crush out the manu- 
facture of oleomargarine; and the effect of the crushing-out process 
should be to enhance the value of each pound of*butter where the man- 
ufactured product comes into competition with the dairy product. 

This competition can effect only those States which produce more 
butter than they can consume—those States which find a market for 
their surplus beyond their own borders. I have prepared a table show- 
ing the population and quantity of butter produced in several of the 
States, which will indicate at a glance which States are most likely to 
be benefited by this bill if it should succeed in increasing the market 

value of one Avner eh by os another: 


taneously advanced, will not the competition between these two py 
ucts be as sharp as ever? Will not their relative value in mark 
the same as before this tax was imposed? Will not tite only result of 
this bill be that we have added so much to the cost of living of ¢y.;, 
consumer of butter, without having conferred any benefit whatey,, 
upon any one, except the dairymen in those places where the produc. 
tion is greater than the local consumption? Inmy country the aon), 
of buiter produced is and always has been Jess than the local demanq 
and yet oleomargarine is entirely unknown among us. : 

It will therefore be seen that this bill can not inany way } 
dairymenof Alabama. I would like very much to advocate any prop, 
bill which would benefit the dairymen of Vermont and other butter. 
making States; butas it is not certain that this bill will m: mm ri ally ben- 
efit even those States, and as it has much in it that is evil, should we 
not hesitate before we consent to iis passage? The argu rent 0 n a thi 
bill has developed the fact that it seeks to benefit this one indy 
the expense of many others. 


<1. 


t be 


efit the 
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ry at 


SOUTHERN INDUSTRIES INJURED. 


It has been develo that lard and cotton-seed oil are very impor- 


tant ingredients of oleomargarine. I read from the Chicago Times of 
November 15, 1885: 

It is om oleomargarine, refined lard and cotton-seed oil are articles of 
food “that have come to stay." Cotton-seed oil is new, but there is every rea- 
son for believing that it is as wholesome as olive oil or any animal fat. The 
real objection of dairymen to the manufacture and sale of any of these articles 
is that they believe they have a tendency to diminish the price of butter. 


If this measure should increase the profits of the dairymen of the 
North and the Northwest, just in the same proportion will it decrease 
the profits of the producers of cotton and the stock-raisers of the South ’ 


The court of appeals of New York, in discussing the constitutionality 
of a somewhat similar law, said: 


THE LAW UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 
Among these (namely, constitutional safeguards) no pegeeinn is more fully 
settled than that itis one of the fundamental rights and principles of every 


American citizen to adopt and follow such lawful and industrial pursuit not in- 
jurious to the community, as - may see fit. 









eat Butter Who will have the — say that these constitutional privileges are not 
Staten. | Population.) joduced. | violated by an enactment absolutely prohibits an important branch of 
i indust aekdnaeeae that it competes with another, and may reduce the 
7 o , price o} an article of food for the human race. 

Pounds Measures of this kind are dangerous even to their promoters. If the arg i 
Dlinois 3,077, 871 53, 657,943 | Ment of the respondents in qugpest of the ahustute power of the Legislature to 
eine ee et Peewee ee eee 1978. 301 37 377 797 | Prohibit one branch of industry for the purpose of protecting another w ith 
Se ee ee eee 1624615 | 55.481 953 | Which it competes can be sustained, why could not the oleomargarine man- 

Kansas... } ‘996,096 | 21 671'762 | Ufacturers, should they obtain sufficient power to influence or control the ley 
Michigan | 4. 36° 937 38. 821" 890 islative soounell, hibit the manufacture or sale of dairy products? Would 
Mii eae *"90'77% | 19.161 385 | 2™SUments then found wanting to demonstrate the invalidity, under the Con- 
Siena fe 9 168,380 28. 572, stitution, of such an act? The principle is the same in both cases. The num- 
I poenesennnsierncnnnmeresnesercoresenetoer enna Seen ov | 211 922" 423 bors engaged =pe upon each side of the controversy can not influence the question 
Ohi 3 198, 062 67, 634, here ual rights to all are what are intended to be secured by the establisi- 
Db 4, 282) 891 79, 336, O12 — of constitutional limits to legislative power, and impartial tribunals to 

. - enforce these. 

a : 18 $3 358'o1s | , Ilustrations might be indefinitely multiplied of the evils which would resu\ 





from veg lation w = — exclude one — aunt from er ] , w- 
fulin o eee n tT to protect an r nst competition. We 
can not doubt that such legislation is violative of the letter as as the spirit 
of the constitutional visions before referred to, nor that such is the charactcr 
of a enactment ander which the appellant was convicted.—Opinion filed Jun 

16, 1855. 


At the first blush, Mr. Chairmen, it would appear that the dairy i in- 
terest must unavoidably be greatly benefited by the passage of this 
measure. Nominally to raise additional revenue—which, by the way, 
no one has pretended we need—it is in reality a scheme to tax out of 
existence a manufacture alleged to be a fraudulent competitor of the 
genuine butter produced in our dairies. It would , therefore, 
that the producer of genuine butter must be benefi y the destruc- 
tion of the cheaper product and the consequent augmentation in the 
value of the Simon Pure dairy product. 





It can not be contended that the sole purpose of this bill is to collect 
taxes. The Democrats who advocate this bill have insisted that we 
do not need any more revenue, as our Treasury is even now overflowing. 
This bill proposes to tax a manufactured article 150 per cent. They 
then insist that it is necessary asa police measure. If they are correct 
in this, then I reply that the Supreme Court of the United States has 
distinctly declared such laws to be clearly in violation of the Constit- 
tion. The act of March 2, 1867, declares— 


That no person shall mix for sale htha and | ons oils, or shal! 
wnowlnaty sell or keep for sale, or aod for sale such mixture, or shall sel! or 
offer for sale oil made from petroleum for illuminating purposes, inflam mab! 
at less temperature or fire-test than 110° Fahrenheit; and any person so doing 


EFFECT OF DIRECT TAX ON PRICES. 


Have the friends of this bill given the House any reasons for believ- 
ing that this will actually be accomplished? What assurance have we 
as to the ultimate result of the bill upon the price of butter? Will 


there be an increase in the price of all kinds of butter, genuine and : 
imitation, or will it only increase the profit on genuine butter? What Sioeehneeened te: tay sour he Untick es eectont 
reason have we toe that our experiences with other products which | jurisdiction shall be punished by fine, &c.,and imprisonment, &c. 


have been submitted to an internal-revenue tax will not be repeated? | «rhe Chief-Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States deliv- 
Did the tax on whisky, tobacco, matches, or proprictary medicines | 04 an opinioh declaring this law to be unconstitutional. It was the 


diminish the production? 9). I 
Do we not know that the only practical effect of sucn taxation this - : ——- ; oe = oper re en <2 Warioce Megerts, page). t 


was, 
in large measure, to crush out.of existence the smal! producers, and to 


confer upon the large and wealthy establishments a practical monop- | ,,4anding by — Sa one ore weceeding 
oly of the article so taxed? Ge eo infersed the ae while ali special Somes 
ny a‘ : gt ; fn —— - ‘dis 

And it is not impossible that this will be the effect of this measure. | illuminating oils were repealed by the : ee a, ich 


The small and ere manufacturer of oleomargarine, xen _ 
little capital inv: and but a trifling quantity, will 

forced out of the business, which will be concentrated in ae ease 
a few wealthy firms who will make as much of the stuff as ever, and 
sat leapeshe teed le en kadai I say that it is 


not impossible that this may be the final effect of this bill should it and has been so fu’ aad supported on former coc: 
become a law. T will go even farther and aay that in my it sions that we think it unnecessary to enter again upon 

is highly probable, and I think our past experience warrants the opin- But even if this law is constitutional will the proof show it to 
ion. 


necessary ? 
EXPERT TESTIMONY. 


What then, sir, will we have achieved ? ee tx is Se od Bisa Watts Ge tatiausny of experts 


butter be increased, and the price of oleomargarine shall 


- 
» 
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was given regarding the wholesomeness of this substance. Professor | rang the changes upon the alleged unconstitutionality of the pending 
Henry Morton testified: measure. Thespeech abundantly illustratesthatgentleman’s rare gifts, 
Iam posteenes ofthe mannan et tofmetay at oe Stevens Incline, Mobeien, and showed how much persuasive force could be expressed in an address 
urteen y 5 e ,< smntee? anrati Fike ssunhtone £7 +h a . 
and bas eomn frequently, and have obtained knowledee about it ae. presen Sher a malesmtes’ yee Eliminating from that « Gort its 
in reference to its history from the time it was first devised and introduced up : es CODURGAROR The FEMAUS I HOS Worthy Of SerieNs Cee 
to the present time. ; ; cern. There was grace of delivery; there was mellifluous vocalism; 
[am familiar with the article known as dairy butter, and have analyzed and | there was foaming declamation, and that was about all; and this I say 
examined it. 2 - ‘ a ‘ | with great deference to the high powers of my distinguished friend, 


0} i ete pind ot invented, “~~ 1872 or 1873. It wes, because it was the kind of speech he intended to make, and indeed the 
: an x was yi Mégé a st effective » that canid have bee nade on his side of the —— 
See ere Mined pare tre nin werzaeats wae ssyeecd | most cbstive one that cond have been made on his side of the ques 
‘hich he made for the French Government. It is reported that he wasem- | “00. a oe Cas ; 
ployed by the French Government to devise a substitute for butter. Oleomar- _ Sir, the opposition to this bill thus far has been based upon denun- 
gurine is a more durable article than butter. It keeps better. ciation, invective, ridicule, and the like. Should they invade the do- 
In ay opinion itis alia as a butter. , T can ut Senate eae a logic, ae seen : — ean Speen gpa 
« reason why there should be a difference, and, moreover, the fact that the | #4T that it would be destructive to their cause. 
of oleomargarine is carried on by machinery on a large scale makes The gentleman said, among other things, that one resolution ef our 
it easier to be kept clean. My personal belief is that it is a cleaner product than | national platform, upon which we won our late victory, pledged our 
the average 5 4 L ‘ party to the repeal of war taxes; and giving his own interpretation to 
For the reasons I have given, towhich many others might be added, | that platform, he said it meant that the internal-revenue system should 
Mr. Chairman, I shall oppose the passage of this bill. be abolished, and proceeded to arraign the Democracy of this House, as 
It is in direct opposition to the declarations and pledges of the Demo- | I thought, for infidelity to that pledge. 
cratic party. . : ; Why, sir, the gentleman need not resort toa telescopic range of vision 
It adds to instead of decreasing the burden of taxation under which | to find violators of that pledge, and I admonish him in the future to be 
the people now groan. a little more discriminative in his charges. I tell him that those with 
It widens the field for and extends and prolongs the system of taxa- | whom he so fondly and lovingly co-operates in contesting this bill are 
tion which only extreme necessity has ever been held to justify. the chiefest transgressors in that respect. The gentleman’s address 
It creates a horde of additional officers of the General Government, | was in certain particulars a strange affair. Only a moment before he 
and thereby increases our expenditures. took the floor the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] 
It appeals toall that is base and detestable in the minds of those who | had boldly announced his purpose in substance to violate the very pledge 
are naturally base, by offering them heavy bribes to become spies upon | the sanctity of whose obligation my friend in such piercing eloquence 
and informers against their neighbors. sought to uphold; and when my friend took the floor I supposed it was 
It exposes the honest and unsuspecting but uninformed to the machi- | for the purpose of visiting condign consequences upon the head of the 
nations and oppressions of the crafty, the cruel, and the avaricious. | intrepid Representative of the blue-grass region of Kentucky. 
It will be of practical benefit to those who need it least, and pun- 


I say I expected it; everybody expected it, not even excepting my 
Kentucky friend himself, who I could see (or at least I so fancied) had 
braced himself to receive the blow. But, oh, most lame and impotent 
conclusion! Not at the real foe; not at the confessed violators of this 
pledge, who stood before him expectant and, I thought, defiant, did 
the gentleman hurl his denunciation. And why not? There were 
these inquisitors confronting him, eye to eye and foot to foot, confessing 
by their official action theircontemptuous disregard of this same pledge. 
There were the gentlemen twain from Kentucky and Arkansas, Messrs. 
BRECKINRIDGE, of historic name; also the chiefest of all of them, him 
from Illinois [Mr. Morrison]; there were all of the Democratic mem- 
bers of the Ways and Means Committee, whose duty it was, according 
to the view of the gentleman from Virginia, to bring in a bill redeeming 
this pledge and abolishing this hateful system; and there was their 
record—a record of bold and avowed denial of even the existence of 
any such a pledge, a record which ignores the very existence of war 
taxes, of which Virginia complains so loudly and so unceasingly. 

And yet, sir, with this state of facts staring him in the face, my ablo 
and distinguished friend passes these arch-offenders by without a hint 
or word of reprobation, and, with this grand theme inviting his un- 
matched abilities, turns aside and lashes himself into an oratorical fury 
over a harmless attempt to prevent the imposition of impure grease 
upon the public under the ‘‘ counterfeit presentment’’ of butter. 

Sir, if my friend lives a century he will never have a grander oppor- 
tunity to serve the cause which he loves, and I am quite certain he will 
never again so deplorably neglect it. Whydidhestay hishand? Did 
he wanta cause? Never wasaloftier. Itwasacause, arguing from his 
standpoint, of a party betrayed in the house of its friends; a party be- 
ing lured by a mistaken or treacherous leadership to a course of infi- 
delity which would destroy us in the confidence of the people. 

It was a cause of a people—especially those of Virginia and the South— 
harried to madness by swarms of spies, bedeviled by domiciliary intru- 
sion, and vexed almost to death by inquisitorial surveillance; a people 
who for years have felt the damned barb and thorn of a tribulation 
which can know no abatement until this medizval, un-American, and 


ishes those who deserve to be most carefully protected. 

In operation it will be inquisitorial, iniquitous, unjust, and oppress- 
ive, and utterly repugnant to every principle to which the Democratic 
party stands ged. * 

Mr. HENLEY. Mr. Chairman, I have been highly amused at the 
dolorous apprehensions expressed by the political Cassandras on this 
floor, of whom the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAmMoNnD] seems to 
be the chiefest, that this bogus-butter bill was going to be the means 
of the overthrow of the Constitution of this country and general demo- 
lition of civil institutions. 

Those whom I must characterize as the intellectual aristocracy of 
this Hall, among whom is my distinguished friend, have almost af- 
frighted us out of our senses by intimating that some gentleman’s 
pantry was likely to be invaded bya United States marshal under the 
operation of this bill should it become alaw. To lull the disquietude 
of my friend I could assure him that an amendment to protect his 
pantry would be cheerfully accepted by the friends of the bill. 

Now, sir, seriously, apropos of this constitutional question, I confess 
to someslight impatience at the ‘‘damnable iteration’’ with which the 
supporters of this measure have been charged by its antagonists with 
the willfal intent of violating the fundamental law of our land. The 
measure is characterized as being the offspring of passion, &c. 

[hereby declare in my opinion that it is within the constitutional 
— ‘) ra to — “—. any ees that in its discretion it 
sees fit, for the purpose of making such industry tributary to the sup- 
port of this Government. 

It may shock the weak nerves of some of my friends if I declare 
that it is within the power of Congress to tax the raising of beans in 
Georgia or peanuts in the State of North Carolina and place them under 
the internal-revenue system if we want to do so for this purpose. I 
ask the gentleman in all candor upon what ground is the tax upon 
whisky and tobacco justified? It is for two reasons, as every one 
knows: First, for the purpose of raising revenue; second, because those 
articles are deemed luxuries, are deemed meretricious industries, and 





















proper subjects for revenue. infernal scheme of internal-revenue taxation is pruned of its offensive 
The t which they are taxed is that being articles which | features; and these people had selected the gentleman from Virginia 
can not be as necessaries of life, and it being possible for the | from all their hosts as their staunchest defender, as the one invincible 


people to get along without them, the law steps in and says to the con- 
sumers of those “Tf you desire to minister to your vicious ap- 
petite you must pay for it;’’ and hence those businesses are made the 
subject of very oppressive tax. So the philosophy upon which this 
measure is predicated is a mixture of those two considerations. 

We say to the manufacturers of bogus butter, it is an impure and ob- 
unwholesome, detrimental, and unfit for human con- 
en eee oe manne peteree, meth it fo 9 business 

affords so many opportunities temptations to intermix un- 
wholesomeand substances that we deem it expedient to place 


champion to sound the war-cry and lead the onset against the harnessed 
cohorts of those who upheld this system and against malad ministration; 
and with this great_ emergency upon him he takes the floor and talks 
about the sanctity of the Constitution and bogus butter ! 

Mr. Chairman, it was an anti-climax which I do not care to dwell 
upon. It was as if one finding himself amid the awe-inspiring grand- 
eur and the transcendent glories of St. Peter, should chant, not the 7 
Deum laudamus but epera bouffe. 

Now, sir, the gentleman has offered an amendment in vindication of 


: 


the pledgespoken of abolishing the internal-revenue tax. Why did he 

it under the of the internal revenue inorder that it may con- | not go before the Ways and Means Committee and prevail by his mar- 

egal esePPOs of the Government and be keptsubjected to such | velous persuasive powers on the Democrats composing it to bring in a 
as may 


bill effectuating this purpose. 
He may have made the effort for all I know; butif not I will state 
the reason myself. It was because he must have known that those 


distinguished and eloquent friend, the gentleman from Vir- 
Ge WMA aeais a teetek oe ce ines Lcterioy im cick bs 
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gentlemen composing the Democrats on that committee are so bent and 
determined to ‘‘ reform,’’ as they call it, our revenue after their own 
peculiar fashion that he had as well ‘‘ forbid the mountain pines to 
wag their high tops and make no noise when fretted by the gusts of 
heaven’’ as address any such invocation tothem. They do not intend 
to reduce or abolish the internal-revenue tax, because, that being done, 
it leaves them without adequate excuse to precipitate that malign ele- 
ment of dissention, the tariff, into discussion on the floor of this House. 

Mr. Chairman, with no affectation of humility I most sincerely de- 
clare that I bow in admiration to the superior powers of my friend, 
not only upon questions of expediency and leadership, but in all other 
respects, In the future I shall love to follow his nodding plume to 
victory. But, sir, to my humble capacity it does seem that, should 
the present volume of revenue be increased by the amount that will 
probably be raised by this bill, the necessity for the existence of the 
internal revenue in its most oppressive features becomes to that ex- 
tent diminished, and one great obstruction to its abolition is thereby 
removed. 

So when this bill, which I know to be in the interest of honesty and 
which seeks only to compel fair dealing in trade, which is asked for in 
thunderous tones by millions of farmers everywhere on this broad con- 
tinent, and of which we simply invoke decency and fair play to con- 
serve &@ wholesome industry—when such a bill is presented I propose, 
first, last, and all the time, to give it my support. [Applause. } 

Mr. McMILLIN. Is the objectof this bill to stop the sale? If that 
is the object where is the warrant in the Constitution? 

Mr. HENLEY. I amglad the gentleman has made that suggestion. 
One of the objects is to seize upon an industry which we consider is un- 


deserving of encouragement, and another is to make that industry assist 


in contributing to the revenues of this Government. 

Mr. MoMILLIN, 

Many MempBers. Yes, yes. 

Mr. HENLEY. Yes; it does, and Iam glad the gentleman has made 
this second suggestion. Many times on this floor gentlemen have said 
we do not need it. Do we notindeed? 
we might throw it in the Potomac. But it is not for the gentleman 
from Tennessee to say that we do not need it. We have debts to pay, 
navies to build; and it strikes me as being folly to say that any gov- 
ernment does not need revenue from a source where it can be gained 
without detriment or without oppression. It has been asserted here 


almost ad nauseam that this bill taxes one industry for the benefit of 


another. Sir, I invite people to seriously consider the second section 
of this bill. 


Sec. 2. That for the purposes of this act certain manufactured substances, cer- 
tain extracts, and certain mixtures and compounds, including such mixtures 
and compounds with butter, shall be known and desi; as * oleomarga- 
rine,’ namely: All substances heretofore known as oleomargarine, oleo, oleo- 
margarine oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and neutral; all mixtures and com- 
pounds of oleomargarine, oleo, oleomargarine oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and 
neutral; all lard extracts and tallow extracts; and all mixturesand compounds 
of tallow, beef fat, suet, lard, lard oil, vegetable oil, annotto, and other coloring 
matter, intestinal fat,and offal fat made in imitation or semblance of butter, or 
calculated or intended to be used as butter or for butter. 

From that it is quite clear that this assumption is unsupported by any- 
thing contained within the measure. Under its provisions it leaves the 
trafficker in bogus butter as free to pursue his loathsome calling un- 
taxed as he now is; but if the scoundrel undertakes to impose it upon 
a people for what it is not, then we nail him under this bill; and this 
the farmer of this country, in this great emergency and by every means 
by which public opinion can be formulated and expressed, asks of this 
Congress; from every State of this Union that lies between the two oceans 
there comes a prayer for the enactment of this measure with an inten- 
sity and a universality seldom, if ever, equaled. 

Evidences multiply on every side as ‘‘ thick as leaves in Vallombrosa’’ 
showing this. And I hereby dedicate my best energies to respond to 
that appeal; and replying to whatever of threat or menace that may 
be thrown out by the other side in respect to the measure, I hereby de- 
clare that to the end that we shall have a fair vote upon the bill I 
intend, if necessary, to remain in this Hall until my right to be here 
is terminated by constitutional limitation. [Loud applause. ] 

Mr. Chairman, one other word. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
HOLMAN ]} struck the key-note of this business this morning. He de- 
clared that the dairying industry is one which is diffused throughout 
the country, disseminated among the masses, the pursuit of number- 
less people, and therefore was entitled to greater consideration than 
any occupation in which a large bulk of capital concentrated in the 
hands of a few persons is employed. 

The gentleman from Illinois (Mr. LAWLER] said a while ago in op- 
position to this bill that there were three or four persons, whom he 
named, in Chicago engaged in the bogus-butter business who were 
worth $200,000,000. Sir, the statement does not commend this bill to 
my favorable regard, but I have no doubt it is true. The opposition 
is in the interest of a few persons worth $200,000,000. Whereare your 
three or four dairymen worth that sum of or anything like it? 

This measure is in the interest of the farmers of the country. It is 
in the interest of honesty, and by it we simply say that people shall 
brand their commodity which they sell honestly, in order that it may 
show exactly what it purports to be. 












Does the Government need additional revenue? 


Well, sir, if we do not need it 





———— ns 
TheCHAIRMAN. Thetime of the gentleman from Californi, [Mr 
HENLEY] has expired. Z 
Mr. HATCH. I now ask unanimous consent that all debate uy poy 
the section under consideration and all amendments thereto may jo 
limited—does the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMoND] desire 
8 ? 

Mr. HAMMOND. Ido. 

Mr. HATCH. . That all debate be limited to five minutes. 

Mr. BEACH. I have a substantial amendment to offer, and | desir. 
to be heard upon it. 

Mr. HATCH. Well, I will say ten minutes. 

Mr. BEACH. If I can be recognized I do not object. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I suggest to the gentleman from Missouri that we 
shall be through the discussion very soon. There is no disposition to 
occupy time unduly. 

Mr. HATCH. Well, I will say fifteen minutes, ten of which can be 
occupied by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] and five by 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Beacu]. : 

Mr. HAMMOND. That will suit me. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri asks unanimous 
consent that debate on this section and all amendments thereto be |im- 
ited to fifteen minutes. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 
The Chair first recognizes the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. HamMoyp}. 
Will he give way for a moment to allow the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. BEacu] to be read? 

Mr. HAMMOND. Certainly. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the words beginnte with “ oleomargarine,” in the third line of the 
fifteenth section, and ending with the word “ States,”’ in the sixth line, and in- 
sert “ shall be forfeited to the United States; and no oleomargarine shal! be eo!- 
ored with annotto or any other coloring matter which will give it the appearance 
of natural butter.” 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. Chairman, it is impossible this House shall 
vote intelligently if controlled by telegrams from anybody. We are 
obliged to think for ourselves, because we do not know whether those 
who advise us are themselves well advised. 

Itis impossible for gentlemen to vote as Representatives ought to vote 
under any such threat as the gentleman from California [Mr. HEN ry] 
makes. We should vote as we believe to be right; and ifit should hap- 
pen our constituency differ with us and choose to relegate us to private 
position, we can at least go back home with our honor preserved. 

So much for that. Now, one remark in reply to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE]. He out of the abundance of his heart 
spoke the truth as he understood it when he said this was a contest 
between the Pennsylvania dairy interest and the New York dairy in- 
terest and the interestof the farmer in the South who made cotton seed 
which was pressed into oil. 

I say ‘‘as he understood it.’’ He votes from a purely selfish stand- 
point, to crush out one industry for another. But I thank God there 
are men in this world whose souls are bigger than to be governed sim- 
ply by selfishness, either for themselves or for their constituents ' 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] got away from the is- 
sue made between him and myself as to that clause in the Constitution 
which declares that ‘‘ to promote the progress of science and useful arts” 
patents may be granted ‘‘ for limited times.’’ He undertook to raise a 
prejudice by speaking against ‘‘ patent monopolies’’ and the laws as 

The law is one thing, the Constitution another. If the law 
is wrong it ought to be . The Constitution was the thing 
which he attacked, and is the thing which we swear to support. 

Mr. Chairman, in the price of every acre of land in this country on 
the Eastern or Western shore you see the value of the patent rights. 
What would our Western lands be worth but for improved corn-drop- 
and corn-shellers, and improved plows, thrashers, and binder’ 

would they be worth but for the improved machinery which has 

tunneled our mountains, which has bridged our rivers, which carries 

our produce to the ocean, and from the Eastern shore to the great world 
? 


beyond 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I yield my time to the gentleman from Georgi. 
Mr. HAMMOND. I thank the gentleman. 
Mr. Chairman, let us look at the philosophy of this thing. [tis 
fact that every dollar of gold which was ever dug cost three; not to the 
man who dug itout. It is butone who finds it, and he gets rich. But 
the others who are hunting, the others who are wearing out their hands 
and eyes in fruitless search are spending their dollars. It was not the 
man who undertook to find oil in Pittsburgh, but the man who struc 
it that made a fortune. The world profited by the industry of the 
searchers for gold, and the world a benefit of the oil from the find 


of the finder, badger A= ne not the question. 
That grand impulse of which God has placed in every man 
protection and as a stimulus for his ambition and energy is t!: 


which has led to all the inventions of this world which are 
about. 


Why is it we outdistance any nationof the earth? It is because w° 


to 


i 


have the best laws and patent organization on the face of the 
earth. Wh it that these verv systems denounced as monopo!i~ 
are utilised by every oneof us except that they bring but good? Take 
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this telephone. How many use it simply to save the expense of serv- | 
ts? 
o The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HolMAN] said when printing was 
invented there was no patent office. When the Patent Office was es- | 
tablished the printing-press then in existence compared as poorly with 
the Hoe power-press of to-day as a chip on the ocean compares with 
the most magnificent steam-vessel which floats a flag. [Applause. ] 
When the gentleman from Pennsylvania was a boy his neighbors, 
perhaps himself, lived in a cabin with nothing to hang their coats upon 
but a peg, and nothing to sit upon but a stool. Under the impulse to 
inventive talent given by the hope of securing for inventors during a 
limited time the exclusive benefit of the cogitation of their brains, the 
tomes of the poor and the rich have been made comfortable. And the 
enttage of ao. wom or ee ree in comforts and luxury the 
dwellings of the kings of a hun years ago. 
Mr. Chairman, look at the item of wages for a moment. Go back 
fifty years and compare the wages then paid with the present rates. 
Take the history of New England recently published and compare the 
wages of a shoemaker of to-day with what they werethen. These me- 
ehanical improvements have been developed in every department. Yet 
shoemakers’ wages are doubled and in some departments trebled in 
years. One man to-day can make three hundred pairs of boots 
each day by a Yankee machine; but more boots are wanted and bought 
for little money. I do not care where you go or what you see, it is bet- 
ter and cheaper because of inventions. Inventions are made because 
they are protected by the Constitution. The thousands and thousands 
of dollars that are wasted in vain endeavor, the sleepless nights, the 
toilsome days, all at last crystallized in some man’s success, bring a glad 
fruit to the Patent Office and asks it to make the contract according to 
constitutional promise. Theinventor says, ‘‘Give me this fora limited 
time, and at the end it shall belong to the world.’’ And the world 
makes by the bargain every time. Viewienss. } 
{Here the hammer fell. ] 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

The committee informally rose; and Mr. Crisp having taken the 
chairas Speaker pro tempore, a message from the President of the United 
States in writing was communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, 
one of his secretaries. 

The message further announced the approval of House bills of the 
following titles: 

An act (H. R. 5655) granting a pension to Elizabeth B. Bell; 

An act (H. R. 607) granting a pension to James E. B. Smith; 

An act (H. R. 3287) for the relief of Silas Corzatt; 

An act (H. R. — for the relief of Mary Hill; and 

An act (H. R. ) to provide for closing up the business and pay- 
ing the expenses of the Court of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, 
and for other purposes. 

OLEOMARGARINE. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

Mr. BEACH. Mr. Chairman, I think that much of the confusion 
which has pervaded this debate has been caused by the very defective | 
definition of the word ‘‘oleomargarine,’’ as given in the second section | 
of the bill. As we now understand it from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture this bill is intended not to tax oleomargarine 
when made and sold as such. It is said to be intended only to tax 
this substance when made and sold in imitation of butter. Now let us | 
look for a moment at the two articles and compare them, the genuine 
butter and the counterfeit, with which we are now dealing. 

The color of natural butter, when made from the milk of grass-fed 
cows, is yellow. In the winter season, when cows are fed upon hay 
and grain, the butter produced from such food is ordinarily of a pale 
straw-color. In order to give to winter-churned butter its natural | 
color, butter-makers sometimes use a little annotto or the juice of the 
carrot, ee the natural color can be imparted to the but- 
ter, and are very harmless substances. [Applause. ] 

Now the color of oleomargarine—— [Applause and laughter. ] 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a question of order. 

There are some of us upon the floor who would be glad to hear the 
gentleman from New York if we could be permitted todo so. But we 
can not hear him because of the continued noise. [Applause. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must request gentlemen to preserve 
order the floor of the House. 

Mr. CH. Mr. Chairman, I do not want this interruption to come 
out of my time; and if I am not permitted to proceed in order I shall 
have to make a motion to clear the galleries [laughter and applause], 


for Foe that this exntioned interruption comes from the galleries, 
as I do not that gentlemen upon the floor are so lost to the in- 
stincts of as to refuse me a hearing upon this floor. 

The color of is white like that of lard or tallow. In 


order to sell it it is colored yellow in imitation of butter. When it is 


thus colored the low-priced article of ine issold in the market 
for the article of butter. The whole fraud is made pos- 
sible ay Spetiiien of the coloring matter. Now, if you stop 
the oleomarguarine, if = prohibit the manufacturer from 
putting into it, or compel him to give it a color of its own, you 





necessarily stop the fraud, because an inspection of the product by the 
eye will at once disclose what it is. 
Mr. Chairman, if I vote for this bill, and I have said that I would, 


| it will not be because I want to raise a revenue from the tax on eleo- 


margarine. It will not be because I want to build up one industry by 
tearing down another. It will not be because I want to prevent the 
sale of an unwholesome product or article of food. But, sir, it will be 
simply and solely to stop the circulation of a counterfeit, whereby the 
people are defrauded. By stopping the deception in the sale we indi- 
rectly protect the farmer and the dairyman, but the direct object of our 
legislation is to protect the interests of the whole people, all who buy 
or use butter; and where is there a person who does not use it? In 
the whole course of my life I have never met but two persons who did 
not eat butter. 

I therefore, Mr. Chairman, regard this bill the same as I do our Jaws 
against false weights and measures; the same as our laws against adul- 
terating foods and drugs; the same as our laws prohibiting the simu- 
lation of trade-marks. It is true this bill carries a tax along with it, 
but-the tax is not imposed for revenue, but for regulation. Revenue 
is not the object but the incident of this legislation. 

Now, sir, the States having tried to regulate this matter but having 
tried in vain, the people appeal to Congress to put the whole matter 
under the supervision of the Internal Revenue Bureau, which has the 
machinery already in existence and in good working order to contro! it. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I do not believe this bill if it is enacted into 
law will accomplish its purpose. What I want, and what I think the 
farmers of this country want, is to prevent the deception which is prac- 
ticed in the sale of this stuff. As soon as that is done no more of it 
will be manufactured, for the people do not want it and will not buy it. 

‘Lhis bill in its present shape will not stop the deception. Aside 
from that the bill contains what to me is a very odious feature. It 
legalizes a fraud. The unwritten law condemns all traffic in spurious 
goods. This bill throws the panoply of the law around oleomargarine, 
which is a spurious article, and declares that it may be lawfully sold 
in the market so long as the tax has been paid. 

You may put on a tax of 20 cents a pound if you please, and I do not 
believe it will stop the fraud. I am free to say I will vote for a tax of 
20 cents a pound more cheerfully than I will for 10, because from my 
standpoint a tax of 20 cents will be more apt to regulate the sale than 
a tax of 10 will. 

But if this bill can be amended so as to prohibit the manufacturer 
from coloring it yellow in imitation of butter, or, what is still better, 
compel him to give it a distinctive color of its own, then I am willing 
to let it go free of all tax whatsoever. 

There is no use in talking about branding it. It has been tried and 
found wanting. No amount of branding will prevent the retailer from 
swindling his customers, nor stop the keepers of hotels, restaurants, 
and boarding-houses from palming the vile stuff off on their customers. 
We have got to make the manufacturers keep the yellow out or put 
some other color in; and thatis the object of my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on this section and the amendments 
thereto is exhausted. The Clerk will report the pending amendment. 

The Clerk read the pending amendment, proposed by Mr. BEACH, as 
follows: 

Strike out the words beginning with “ oleomargarine,” inthe third line of the 
fifteenth section, and ending with the word “ States,’’ in the sixth line, and in- 
sert as follows: 

“Shall be forfeited to the United States, and no oleomargarine shall be colored 
with annotto or any other coloring matter which wil! give it the appearance of 
natural butter.” 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. WARNER, of Missouri. I offer the amendment which I send 
to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 1, after the word ‘‘ oleomargarinc,”’ insert the following 

** Which contains ingredients deleterious to the public health 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read section 16, as follows: 

Src. 16. That oleomargarine may be removed from the place of manufacture 
for export toa foreign country without payment of tax oraffixing stamps thereto, 
under such regulations and the filing of such bonds and other security as the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury,may prescribe. Every person who shall export oleomargarine shall 


brand upon every tub, firkin, or other package containing such article the word 
“oleomargarine,”’ in plain Roman letters not less than one-half inch square. 


Mr. STRUBLE addressed the Chair. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HATCH has 
been recognized. 
Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent of the committee that all 


debate upon this and the remaining sections of the bill may be closed 
at 5o’clock. I couple this request with the statement that an amend- 
ment which will be offered to the nineteenth section, striking out the 
words “one-half of such fine or penalty, when paid, to go to the in- 
former,’ shall be voted on in the House by a yea-and-nay vote. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I suggest that the gentleman should say at ten 
minutes before 5 o’clock, so as to allow time for the report to be made 
to the House. 


Mr. HATCH. The effect would be that the committee shall rise and 








alia 





a. 
report the bill and amendment at 5, or ten minutes before 5 o'clock. 


Whatever the action of the committee may be on the amendment I 
have indicated, I will offer the amendment myself in t&e House, and a | 
yea-and-nay vote on it will be had. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. May I ask the gentleman from 
Missouri whether he is in favor of striking out that portion of the nine- 
teenth section? 

Mr. HATCH. Iam making no statement as to my own position, 
but I say I will give to the House the fairest opportunity of expressing 
its opinion upon this by a yea-and-nay vote, whether the amendment is 
lest or not in the committee. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Is it proposed to take a yea-and-nay vote this 
evening? 

Mr. HATCH. Not at all. 
bill and report it this 
morrow morning. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I have perhaps more objection to 
the nineteenth section than to any other feature of the bill. If the gen- 
tleman from Missouri desires and is willing in good faith to have that 
stricken out in the House, why not allow it to be stricken out now ? 

Mr. HATCH. The gentleman from West Virginia must see that I 
have no right to speak for the three hundred and twenty-five members 
of this House. I can not say what the vote of a majority will be. It 
is a question that has only been submitted to one committee, and what 
I propose is to give to the members of the House the fairest. and fullest 
opportunity of expressing themselves in regard to that section. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Idid not ee rea: 

If he will say 


It is proposed to go through with the 
evening and commence voting in the House to- 


for the House; I only asked him to speak for 
that when this measure comes up before the House he will in good faith 
ask the House to strike out that section then there can be no objection 
to the proposition. But I want to call the attention of the House to 
this fact, that after a number of years of experience upon this question 
of informers— 

Mr. HATCH. Thope the gentleman will not argue the question until 
we get to the section. The effect of it would be toget upa ion. 
My desire is to have the request I made submitted to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri asks unanimous 
consent that this bill may be reported to the Honse this day at ten min- 
utes before 5 o’clock—— 

Mr. MORRISON. Does the gentleman propose to report it to the 
House without a vote in the committee? 

Mr. HATCH. We will take a vote in the committee, of course. 

Mr. BEACH. I ask the gentleman whether this may not preclude 
the opportunity of offering substantial amendments or a substitute? 

Mr. HATCH. You can offer those at the proper time, of course. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will state the request. The genile- 
man from Missouri asks unanimous consent that bill and amend- 
ments be reported to the House this afternoon at ten minutes before 5 
o’clock with the understanding thatin the House he will move to strike 
out the portion of the nineteenth section which he has indicated-—— 

Mr. 1! CH. Provided, of course, that the amendment is defeated 
in the coamittee. The amendment may be carried by a vote of the 
committee, and in that event it, of course, comes up in the House for 
actiora without anyagreement. But I say that if the committee should 
vou. down the amendment to strike out that portion of the nineteenth 
section, notwithstanding that vote in the committee I shall move the 
amendment myself in the House. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I wish to ask thegentleman whether 
his motion will allow the discussion of the nineteenth section. 

Mr. HATCH. The discussion will continue here in Committee of 
the Whole between now and ten minutes before 5 o’clock. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Unless the gentleman will agree to 
strike out the nineteenth section I shall object. 

Several MEMBERS. “ order ! ’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. HatcH]? 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I object. 


Mr. STRUBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out section 16. I 


do not expect to ask a vote upon this motion, but have made the motion | 
simply for the purpose of obtaining the floor in order to give expression | 


to my views upon the section. 

So far I have voted with the Committee on Agriculture, I believe, 
upon every ition vhat has been submitted to vote, and shall con- 
tinue to vote with that committee upon the remaining sections of the 
bill and to support the bill when put upon its final 

There are some features about it, however, I would prefer to see 
changed if such pee es per been made without the effect so 
common in contests as prolonged and earnest as this, of endangering 
final success of the measure. 

The opponents of the bill have fought it and ably, and they and 
we who are friendly to it know very well thatinsuch a contest it isdan- 
gerous to permit the line of battle to be broken at any point, and that 


it is better, as a ens to preserve the in- 
as nearly as possible. I have, with other 


tegrity of the 
friends of the measure, stood by the shull continue 


committee, 
to the end; but, in my judgment, section 16 is not a wise one, if 
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it can be dispensed with and not leave the bill vulnerable to eo; 
tional objection, it should be stricken ont. 

It is conceded now by the friends of the bill that in this act 
a distinction to be made between the kind of oleomargarine t} 
be manufactured to imitate butter and to take the place of bet 
the other quality of oleomargarine which may be manufact: 
its own name and sold without being taxed. 

I confess that, to my mind, section 2 is not as clear upon { 

as I think it ought to be, and I do not wonder that many gen: 
have been led to entertain a different opinion with respect to the 
struction of this section from that entertained by the friends of the 
But it is now conceded that there are two kinds of oleomarz 
to be taxed, the other not to be taxed. 

Now section 16 proposes that all oleomargarine, whether made jp 
imitation of butter and to be sold as or for butter, or made and gold 
under its own name, shall, when the purpose is to ship it from the 
country, be allowed to go out scot-free. I maintain, as [ maintained 
the other day, that that is wrong. This is a radical bill. So much we 
all will concede, whether we are favorable to it or not. It is a radicg 
bill which I believe to be fully justified by the exigencies at present 
existing in this country, and I am heartily in favor of it. 

But, sir, if we are to tax oleomargarine when it is made and sold to 
be used as butter, I contend that we ought to tax every pound of it, 
whether it is to be consumed here or shipped abroad, if there is noth- 
ing in the Constitution prohibiting such taxation. For my part, I not 
only desire the markets of this country for the products of the farm, 
but I think that upon this question, as upon every other, we should so 
legislate that we may obtain as fully as possible the privileges of foreign 
markets. Therefore it seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that in section 1¢ 
of this bill there is an advantage given to the manufacturers of olco- 
margarine which will result in displacing in the foreign markets the 
American butter that might otherwise go there. I showed the other 
day in my remarks, by reference to statistics, that whereas in 1875 we 
shipped less than $2,000,000 worth of butter, the quantity continued 
to augment until in 1880 we sold over $6,000, 000 worth, but that in 
1885 the value of the butter exportation had decreased to son 1ething 
over $3,000,000, while the exportation of oleomargarine increased from 
$70,000 in 1878 to nearly $4,500,000 in 1885. 

What does this mean? It means that the entire exportation of but- 
ter from thiscountry will soon be prevented if oleomargarine, whether 


there j 


= bh “ay 


Dl. 


rine—o 


} as butter or oleomargarine, is allowed to go out of this country free; 


} 


because, no matter under what name shi there can be no doubt 
that it will eventually be sold as and for butter. I say, therefore, let 
us tax every pound of it, whether it is made and sold in imitation of 
butter or not, and whether it remains in this country or goes abroad. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to withdraw my motion. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I now renew the request which I made 
awhile ago. Ihave hadan explanation from the gentleman from W est 
Virginia [Mr. Grpson], and if the House will hear him for a momen 
I have no doubt an agreement can be reached. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Mr. Chairman, waiving the objec- 
tions I entertain to previous provisions of this bill, and addressing my- 
self to the nineteenth section, I sim ly desire to say that perhaps the 
nost objectionable feature in the bill is inelnded in the third line of 
that section, in these words: ‘‘One-half of such fine or penalty when 
paid to go to the informer.” I want to say to the House now that the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatc] has agreed that when we come 
to a vote in the House we may have a yea -and-nay vote on the ques- 
tion of striking out those words. 

Mr. HATCH. That is correct. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. That being the case, I withdraw 
my objection to the request of the gentleman from Missouri. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there further objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hato]? 
Mr. HAMMOND (to Mr. Hatcn). 

ad interim on any amendment ? 

Mr. HATCH. Not at all. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there further objection to the request ? 

Mr. LOWRY. Inorderthat the matter may be fully understood — 

Mr. HATCH. I a stated Rican ec a fully, and I hope the gentleman 
will not ge objection or delay. 

Mr. LOWRY. In order that it may be fully understood, I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Harca] if it is his purpose to 
strike out the words in the second section, ‘‘calculated or intended to 
be used as butter? ’’ 

Mr. HATCH. If the ae will consult the Recorp he will 
find that, in connection with a proposition offered by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. "[oxa], I stated that it was my purpose to 
move to amend that section 

There was no objection, and the request of Mr. HatcH was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the ition of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatrciu]? The Chair hears none; and 1t is 
so 

Mr. PLUMB. I move pro forma to amend the section by striking 
out the last word. 


That will not prevent a motion 
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Mr. Chairman, in so far as this bill protecis the dairy interests of the 
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| The policy of the Government on all economic questions should be 


country against the unjust and unfair competition of a counterfeit arti- | to secure to all peopleof every section and of every occupation freedom 


cle I am heartily in favor ofit. A branch of our great agricultural in- 
dustry which ag employment to so much of capital and labor, owned 
and y a class as worthy and intelligent as is the dairy inter- 
ests, is entitled to and shall receive my earnest support. 


The district I have the honor to represent here is pre-eminently azri- | 


cultural, and in many of its towns the dairy has come to be of such 
importance to profitable farming that any injury unjustly inflicted upon 
it, or any outrage attempted, naturally arouses a feeling of resentment 
that all will justify. ; err 

On this question the dairymen of my district have spoken, and have 
stated with great clearness what they ask for. This is their language: 

Desiring to be relieved from the dishonest competition of oleomargarine and 
butterine as now sold, we ask you to use your influence and to vote for the bill 
now in the hands of the Committee on Agriculture, placing the manufacturo 
and sale of all imitations of butter under control of the Internal Revenue De- 
partment and compelling the manufacturers and dealers to sell them for what 
they are. 

The dairy interest asks to be relieved from dishonest competition of 
oleomargarine and butterine as now sold. That, sir, is a reasonable 
request, and if legislation can grant the relief songht—and I believe it 
can—it should not be withheld. These petitioners are intelligent, and 
they not only know what they want, but they know what kind of legis- 
lation will be effective, and that is, to place the manufacture and sale 
of all imitations of butter under the control of the Internal Revenue De- 
partment. Is that an improper request? That it is entirely constitu- 
tional to place it there is, in my opinion, beyond question. 

But for what purpose does the dairyman seek to use the machinery 
of our internal-revenue system? Let their own language answer. It 
is “to compel the manufacturers and dealers’’ of oleomargarine and 
butterine “to sell them for what they are.’’ This is a just demand, 
and if there be any good reason for refusing it I fail to see it. 

Mr. Chairman, the makers of butter do not seek to destroy the manu- 
facture or sale of oleomargarine or butterine, nor any other imitation 
of the genuine article. These dairymen are too intelligent to think for 
one moment that their own interests could possibly be safe if a policy 
of legislating any legitimate industry out of existence should, under 
any pretext whatsoever, be ina ted; and, sir, I do not for one 
moment suppose that they desire anything more than the language of 
their implies. Now, sir, what does this bill propose? Its pro- 
visions are such as to fairly meet the demands of the butter-makers of 
my district. But the bill goes further than they ask; it not only places 
the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine and all imitations of butter 
under the control of the Internal Revenue Department, and compels 
them to be made and sold for what they actually are, to the end that 
the dairy interests may be relieved from fraudulent and dishonest com- 
petition, but the excessive tax proposed by the bill means an absolute 
crushing out of the manufacture of oleomargarine. Deny it as you 
will, disguise it as you may, this is the intent and purpose of the tax 
of 10 cents per pound imposed by this bill on oleomargarine. This 
the dai do not ask, but this the bill secks to do. 

Sir, I have had a long acquaintance with dairymen, and I know them 
well enough to say that they would scorn to ask Congress to give them 
any advantage over any legitimate industry. All they ask is that their 
product, good, sweet butter, may not be subjected to the disadvantage 
of apretended butter which they claim is being palmed off upon the con- 
sumer in the name of butter, and which, being produced ata less cost 
than real butter can be, is working a serious injury to them. 

They are willing the public shall use for food anything they may 
prefer, but they protest against fraud. 

it were is charged, that oleomargarine and butterine are 
m me as an article of diet, if their use were desiruc- 
tivetothe public health, a good and sufficient reason would thereby be fur- 
nished for tive legislation, and there should be no hesitation or 
delay in this excessive tax or any other required provision 
to the end. But if this be a fact, where is the proof of it? 
Where has one man, woman, or child died or been made ill by using 
these articles? 

For my own part, Mr. Chairman, I am decidedly in favor of having 
my buttered on both sides with the genuine old-fashioned article; 
no oleomargarine on mine, so far as I now know; but, sir, others may 
have such taste, or be so situated that they would purchase and eat the 
imitation article, knowing just what it is; and if there be such, why 
should we so legislate as to deprive them of the benefit of such an arti- 
cle of food at a price as low as it can be afforded, instead of increasing, 
as the tax must, the cost thereof 10 cents per pound? This ex- 
cessive tax is the eemesetie, and I must say the destructive, feature 

Let it be reduced to 3 cents per pound, which will be suf- 
cost of causing oleomargarine to be sold 
that is openly asked for, and I for one will 
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to pursue any and every legitimate industry relieved from legislative 

restriction as well as from the burden of a tax. The necessities of the 

war furnished justification for taxing almost everything, but now 
| whisky and tobacco alone remain as bearers of these burdens, and were 

itnot for the conviction, in which publicsentiment with great unanimity 
joins, that the personal use of both these articles might be entirely dis- 
pensed with without injury to any one, no internal-rey . 
be in existence to-day. 

As one of the grand results of crushing the rebellion, no 
benefit of a commercial sort has been secured to the peop! 
United States than this absolute freedom of trade between all sections 
and the absolute freedom of pursuit by all persons. Protection to all 
against foreign competition and free trade with untaxed industries 
among ourselves should be the motto. When we invoke the aid of our 
existing internal-revenue system to protect one industry against a prac- 
tical fraud attempted by another we have gone far enough, and we 
should hesitate before going further. Reduce the tax to 3 cents per 
pound and pass the bill. That done and the dairyman will get all 
that he asks for, no legitimate industry will be destroyed, and if a 
wholesome article of food can be furnished to those who desire to use 
it, no burdensome tax will be laid on the consumer. [ Applause. 

[During the delivery of the foregoing remarks, when five minutes had 
expired, Mr. Hopxkuss obtained the floor, and yielded his time to Mr. 
PLUMB, who then concluded. ] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 16 by striking out the last sentence, which reads as follows 

“ Every person who shall export oleomargarine shall brand upon every tub, 
firkin, or other package containing such article the word ‘oleomargarine,’ 
plain Roman letters not less than one-half inch square.’ 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, my. object in 
offering this amendment is to remove as far as possible all restrictions 
upon exports. Perhaps no proposition brought before the House has 
been more extreme than the one presented by my esteemed friend from 
Iowa [Mr. STRUBLE] a moment ago, to maintain the tax upon this 
article regardless of its consumption whether at home or abroad, in 
order to prevent its competing with genuine butter in the markets of 
Europe. I would ask my friend to read carefully the fifth clause of 
section 9 of Article I of the Constitution: 

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. 
another State. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
from any State into another State.’’ It says ‘‘exported from any. 
State.’? We all know it refers to exports from any State in this coun- 
try toanothercountry. I donot mean to say that that isall it means; 
butthat is the point atissue. But I donot wish to enter into an argu- 
ment now as to the balance of the scope of the clause. I ask the gen- 
tleman to consider and construe that provision. The whole Union has 
construed it one way up to this time. This seems to be the day of 
strange things, and no man seems to have any fixed guides or convic- 
tions. 

I wish now to call attention to one or two points that were made by 
my distinguished friend from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN], who, I regret 
to see, is notin hisseat. The gentleman, as usual, presented about 
the best appearance for the case he was defending of which it was sus- 
ceptible. Onething against which he inveighsis ‘‘ patented ’’ monopo- 
lies. Sir, there are many monopolies, such as subsidized industries 
and subsidized railroads, and fraudulent aggrandizement of the pub- 
lic lands, and fraudulent and other aggrandizement of the functions of 
public carriers, &c., all contrary to the spirit of justice and of the 
Constitution, and much of it, by perversions of trust powers here re- 
posed, contrary to the very letterof the Constitution. Here is another 
effort, and in an unprecedented and in the most dangerous and abom- 
inable manner, tosubsidize anindustry. To this and to allsuch things 
T am firmly opposed. 
Pardon me, sir, if I say it; but it seems as if demagogism is in the 
air. I can not believe that so low an estimate as gentlemen seem to 
be placing upon the people is a just estimate. Constitutions and sys- 
tems must be at last an insufficient guarantee of liberty and justice. 
The people must evidently be of themselves essentially capable of wise 
self-government. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] takes 
a novel position when he inveighs against ‘‘ patented ’’ monopolies. 
The Constitution says that Congress shall have power— 

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited 


times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings 
and discoveries. 


enue tax would 


greater 
: of the 


I offer the amendment which 
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That means exported from any State inte 


It does not say only ‘‘ exported 


No man denies the constitutionality of the patent laws. The gen- 
tleman from Indiana [ Mr. HoLMAN] is the first one I have ever heard 
of who says that this incentive to genius and guarantee for ‘‘ limited 
times’’ of the enjoyment of a man’s own writings and discoveries has 
not proved of incalculable benefit to our country or that it is not just 
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within itself. But, sir, that is not the worst of it. 
favors this bill because it taxes a patented product. 

I have before me copies from the Patent Office of not less than 100 of 
these patents. The number prevents the possibility of a monopoly. 
The process is so simple that it can be conducted in every kitchen in 
the country. But suppose there is some special benefit in a lawful 
patent. Was not the patent issued in good faith? Here is the enor- 
mity. This is the first time I ever heard a proposition to grant a patent 
to a citizen and then turn around and tax his patent out of existence. 
That mode of treatment is one which can never become popular with 
a fair-dealing legislative body. If the law is unwise, repealit. If the 
idea or invention is indispensable to the people at cheaper prices than 
those current, appraise it, buy it, and throw itopen to the world. But 
do not let us approve the idea of an insidious and treacherous breach 
of contract. 

Now, the other point made by my distinguished friend is that you 
should take hold of this matter and treat it as a fraud; in other words, 
undertake to deal with it by an exercise of the police power. And the 
gentleman inveighed with considerable force and effect upon the fraud- 
ulent character of the commodity now under consideration. Allow me 
to read from the decision of the Supreme Court, which I cited this 
morning in full, one short paragraph bearing especially upon this par- 
ticular point. 

This is the unanimous deliverance of the Supreme Court in 1869 in 
the case of the United States vs. Dewitt (9 Wallace), commonly called 
the Coal-oil Case. The court says: 

As & police regulation, relating exclusively to the internal trade of the States, 
it can only have effect where the legislative authority of Con excludes ter- 
ritorially all State legislation, as, for example, in the District of Columbia. 
Within State limits it can have no constitutional operation. This has been so 
frequently declared by this court, results so obviousiy from the terms of the 


Constitution, and has been so fully explained and supported on former occa- 
sious, that we think it unnecessary to enter again upon the discussion. 


Sir, as a young member of the grand army of Democracy I must 
confess to having been somewhat amazed at seeing such apparent heresy 
preached by one of the old leaders of the party; and I would have my 
friend, when he makes a special plea for the price of the butter of the 
small farmers of his community, remember that the very measure by 
which he proposes to put up the price of butter will also put down the 
price of the fat of every stalled ox that is sold by his constituents. In 
reducing the price of the surplus fat of cattle it reduces the price of 
every head of cate. We know that in order to make the more edible 
portions of beef palatable, so as to bring a high price, the beef must be 
fattened to a high degree. If the gentleman should seek to strike 
down en industry that utilizes the surplus fat upon the beef he will 
find he ‘‘ can not eat his cake and keep it too.’’ 

Sir, what has been the effect of this industry upon beef? Let me 
cite again the average prices for a series of years past of cows alone: In 
1879, $21.73; in 1880, $25.27; in 1881, $23.95; in 1882, $25.89; in 1883, 
$30.21; in 1884, $31.37. 

These figures, which are as late as can be obtained, show that as the 
result of being able to utilize all parts of beef-cattle in this country 
the price has been brought some $10 per head higher. Now cut off the 
chance to use the surplus fat of your beeves, and what you gainon 
your butter you lose in the price of your beef-cattle. Yet this will not 
make the remaining salable part of the beef any lower to the consumer. 

Mr. Chairman, I have fought this bill the best I could. The House 
is determined to pass it, and the end is near at hand. I can only trust 
that it will meet at the hands of the Senate or of the Executive the fate 
it well deserves. I yield the balance of my time back to the Chair. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Occasionally during this debate, Mr. Chairman, I 
have heard members discuss the constitutional question, but after list- 
ening to the speech of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock] 
on this side of the House in which he proposed to draw us all into the 
support of the bill and announced his determination to follow the Com- 


The gentleman 


mittee on Agriculture line by line and section by section, from the blind | others’ 


adherence which heoffered to give to the Democratic committee of this 
House, and in connection with the es of other mem I feel 
convinced that the Constitution has nothing whatever to do with 
this bill—or the case, as the gentleman near me suggests. [Laughter. ] 

Constitutional or not constitutional, it is on the programme for this 
bill to pass the House. It makes no difference to the men who are here. 
They care nothing about that instrument just at present. Per be- 
fore the courts of the country that question may be discussed; they 
are willing, to accomplish their present purposes, to leave it to be set- 
tled by the judiciary. For myself, I am here to say I do not differ 
with them very much on that subject, but lawyers should be consist- 
ent, an? aot give their support to measures that their legal education 
teaches them to be outside of lawful authority. 

As fe the bill itself, I claim it is dishonest in its intentions, dishonest 
in its wording, and dishonest in its conception. The principle of the 
bill, ss announced here, with a few exceptions, is to raise revenue. I 
have heard some members admit squarely and honestly that their ob- 
ject was to tax oleo ine out of existence. Now, I say the mem- 
bers of the House wh — taken that position have honestly stated 
their real motives; and the man who says here the object of this bill 
is revenue, I doubt very much if he means really what he says. The 


tendency of Congress is to reduce the revenue. No one will deny this, 
I understand there are members who would rather not vote on this 
bill either way, some on constitutional grounds, some because they 
look upon such measures as dangerous in their tendency, and others 
because forcing commercial values by law is contrary to the spirit of 
the nineteenth century; but, representing farming constituencies, an, 
believing or fearing future elections depend on the votes they give 
they propose to vote for this bill, constitutional or not, right or wrong 
honest or not. [Laughter.] ” 

Soon after this bill came up for discussion I stated that its real ang 
true object was to enable the farmers to get a higher price for their but- 
ter. Now, I am willing they should get a good price. I do not object 
to it; and if they came in here and presented a bill which said what it 
meant perha might have supported it then. But when yor come 
here with a fraud on its face, with a deceit from beginning toend when 
you come here with an intention to strike down one interest for the 
purpose of building up another, I say to you, my Republican friends. 
that is not the true protective doctrine. We believe on this side of the 
House in protecting the industries of this country against foreign com- 
petitors. We believein protecting American labor against the labor of 
Europe. That is the true doctrine; that is the theory of the Repub- 
lican party. A few gentlemenon the other side of the House do not 
agree with us; still it is the correct theory and the only safe one for 
Republican members to follow. 

It is not wise or just to attempt to strike down one interest in Amer- 
ica in order to build up another. You propose to advance the price of 
butter as a result of legislation. It reminds me that a bunch of Con- 
gressmen at one time during the war by a solemn act of Congress pro- 
hibited trading in gold, and the next day everybody was buying and 
selling currency. The people quietly smiled, and the “ men of wis- 
dom’ concluded their ‘‘tinkering’’ with commercial articles was a 
failure. 

In this butter engineering you may be partially successful for six 
months. You may goon the political stump and tell the farmers “‘ we 
have taxed your rival to death, and now you are sure of good prices. 
You that own one cow buy another and own two; you that now de- 
light in ten cows buy ten more and become the owner of twenty. The 
oleomargarine factories are closed and good prices are yours.”’ 

It might be well for you gentlemen in your remarks to add, ‘' Do 
not make haste to be rich;’’ but you will not do that, because it 
would carry with it a doubt in your own minds as to the success of 
your legislative action. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. I will take the floor and yield my time 
to my coll 

Mr. DUNHAM. Asanatural result of this bill the tendency throug)- 
out the country at first will be higher prices for butter, but in a year the 
price will fall simply from overproduction. The farmers when they get 
time to consider this matter and see what the result of this thing will 
be will demand of you an explanation for depression, and you lawyers 
will fly to commercial men and ask reasons. They will tell you to let 
the commerce of the nation alone. 

Markets can not be regulated by law, and any attempt t do so is 
sure to bring disaster somewhere. It is often the case that prices of 
grain, for advance in anticipation of some damage to growing 
crops; then when the damage really comes the price tumbles. Why? 
Because everybody is loaded and prepared for it, and who will the hold- 
erssellto? Letthe farmersthink you have acted wisely in their interest, 
but I greatly fear one year hence will see them suffering under lower 
prices for their butter than they obtain to-day. LS 

You forget the fact, my friends, that while there are seven millions 
of farmers, incl their wives and children, in this country, there 
are also many more millions of working ie who do not make but- 
ter but who buy and consume it. Grantall rights to farmers, and yet 

— pocketsare to beconsulted. Be honest and square, 
gentlemen, with all classes. 

Now I concede that perhaps not a workingman in this country cares 
to eat this oleomargarine, or at any rate if he buys it he wants to 
buy it for what it really is, and as I claim he ought to do; but I do 
say, and I defy any man to contradict its truth, that the laboring men, 
the consumers of ucts in this country, are willing that oleomargza- 
rine shall be ued to be manufactured; and why? Simply be- 
cause it will keep down the price of butter. 

Now I propose to be honest about that, Mr. Chairman, and wil! say 
naturally desires to keep down the price of bis 
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prod: and butter is one of them. It is a proper and natural 
desire on his part, and I admit that this product, oleomargarine, «id= 
him in his desire; but it should be branded and sold for what it ‘s. | 


be 
claim that the men who live in my district and manufactare this prod- 
uct are Neen A manufacture and brand and mark it in every way ‘© 
show what it is; that is what they are now doing; and your bil! docs 
not least. What then is the objec- 
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trict, not butter-makers but butter-consumers, who desire to buy but- 
ter at 25 cents@ pound, as now, rather than to be forced to pay 40 or 50 
cents a pound, as was the case one, two, three, or five years ago. Re- 
member that 25 cents to-day is equal to 40 cents to the farmer ten 
years ago. I ask the House then to consider carefully the provisions of 
the bill. You have commenced, by this, the inauguration of a species 
of legislation for which the day will come when you will be sorry. 
There is no telling what industry will come here next and demand the 
wiping out of another industry which is perhaps injuring its prosperity. 
Mr. BAYNE. But you stated that it would make butter cheaper, 
id you not? 

- DUNHAM. I did say so, that such will be the ultimate effect 
of it, but not the immediate effect. I do say that it is wrong to strike 
down one industry for the sake of trying to build up another. You 
can not honestly deny this proposition. You can not possibly have 
more sympathy and respect for farmers than I have. You believe your 
course now is for their good. I believe its final end will be a losing 
one in the finances of farmers. 

I say it is wrong for you gentlemen here, representing as you claim 
the farming community, to do what you can to temporarily benefit them, 
put really to do that which in the end will result in their injury, and 

in the financial rnin of many of them. 

Time determinesall things. No farmer shall ever suffer by my vote. 
No laboring man shall lay the charge at my door that the cost of the 
necessaries Of life for himself, wife, and children were advanced by legis- 
lation by any vote of mine. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I did not intend to 

ici in the discussion of this bill, and do not now propose to oc- 
capy the attention of the committee but for the few minutes allowed 
me under the rules. 

While I have uniformly voted with the friends of this bill and with 
the Committee on Agriculture, which reported the same to the House, 
yet I confess that I have had some doubts as to the propriety of some 
of the provisions contained in it. I go as far as my colleague [ Mr. 
DoxHAM], who has just taken his seat, in denouncing any system of 
legislation which discriminates in favor of any one industry of this 
country as against another. I would not vote for any bill which had 
for its purpose the building up of one industry at the expense of another, 
no matter what that industry might be. Nor would vote for any bill 
which in my judgment would have thateffect. But I say to my col- 
ieague from Chi (Mr. DuNHAM] that while I am, like himself, ut- 
terly opposed to d, I do not see the fraud in this bill of which he 
speaks, but think 1 can see the fraud which the bill proposes to protect 
the people of this country against. 

Mr. Chairman, if there is any one thing more than another in which 
I would like to see effective legislation in this country by the State 
and by the Genera] Government, where it can be constitutionally done, 
it would be tion against the adulteration of human food. And 
I would it to fraud and deception in the selling of any article 
of food for domestic consumption for any thing else than what it really 
is, so that may know what they are purchasing and what they 
are eating. people want to eat oleomargarine they should be per- 
mitted to do so, but they should know what they are eating. 

Now, 7 from Chicago [Mr. LAWLER] has acknowledged 
here that he has eaten oleomargarine. I wish to say that I have never 
eaten any to my personal knowledge; and yetI am not certain but that 
Ihave eaten much of it under the impression that it was very bad butter. 
Tenn t. I know that there is good butter and bad butter; but the 
object of bill, as I understand it is to prevent the manufacture of 
an article in imitation or in resemblance of butter and the selling of 
it to the consumer as butter. I believe honestly that of the 200,000,- 
000 of pounds of oleomargarine which it has been said here are manu- 


factured and sold in thiscountry, a very small percentage of it has been | 


E 


as i The great bulk of it has been sold for butter 
to the consumer. And that is the wrong which one industry inflicts 
upon another, and which this bill seeks to prevent. 

Now, sir, I was to say that I was not in favor of all the pro- 
Visions this bill. Ihave thought the tax provided for in the bill 
high. I, myself, would only favor a sufficient tax to pay the ex- 

of and ing these oleomargarine manufactories; 
to me that would be a sufficient tax. But if the con- 

t upon the bill be the true one, and I am inclined to 

the object is not to tax all oleomargarine, but only 
manufactured as an imitation of butter, then I do not 
Chairman, how high the tax may be, even if it be 20 or 25 


of the committee will examine the second section of this 
have examined it to-day with some care in connection with 
to be amendments to the section, they 
oleomargarine is defined here in this bill to be that which 
or semblance of butter, and which as such imita- 
is to besold for butter. It is thisimitation 
semblance of butter, this fraud and deception, which is to be taxed, 
am y in favor of. 

about the men who are interested in 
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oleomargarine factories, I know there is a great deal of interest on both 
sides of this question, and I do not see much difference in the influ- 
ences that seem to be brought to bear here, whether they are on the 
one side or on the other. But, Mr. Chairman, I believe oleomargarine 
has been immensely profitable to the manufacturers of it in this coun- 
try; that they have made immense sums of money out of its manufacture, 
and this has been done by palming it off on the public as an article 
which it is not. - It has been sold for butter when it is inferior to any 
good quality of butter, and tothe injury of an industry in which thou- 
sands of people all over the country are interested, and I believe such 
deception and fraud should, if possible, be prevented. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee informally rose; and the Speaker having taken the 
chair, a message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, 
informed the House that the Senate insisted on its amendments non- 
concurred in by the House of Representatives to the bill (H. R. 6397) 
making appropriations to provide for the expenses of the government 
of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, and 
for other purposes, agreed to the conference requested by the House, and 
had appointed Mr. PLUMB, Mr. DAWES, and Mr. COCKRELL as man- 
agers of the conference on the part of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Mr. FISHER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled a bill of the fol- 
lowing title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 6975) to establish additional life-saving stations. 


KANSAS CITY, FORT SCOTT AND GULF RAILROAD COMPANY. 


The SPEAKER als6 laid before the House the following message from 
the President of the United States; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed: 

To the House of Representatives : 


In compliance with the request of the House of Representatives of this date, 
I return herewith House bill No. 6391, entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the Kansas 
City, Fort Scott and Gulf Railway Company to construct and operate a railway 
through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes.”’ 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, June 2, 1886. 


OLEOMARGARIN E. 


The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent that all debate upon the 
pending section and amendments thereto may be closed, that there 
may be an opportunity of having the other sections read. 

There was no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], which the Clerk 
will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 16 by striking out the last sentence, namely, these words: 

“Every person who shall export oleomargarine shall brand upon every tub, 
firkin, or other package containing such article the word ‘ oleomargarine,’ in 
plain Roman letters not less than one-half inch square.” 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection the remaining sections 
of the bill will be read. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read section 19, as 
follows: 


Sec. 19. That all fines, penalties, and forfeitures imposed by this act may be 
recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction, one-half of such fine or pen- 
alty, when paid, to go to the informer. 


Mr. McMILLIN. I desire to offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Section 19, as the Chair is informed, is one on 
which a number of gentlemen desire to be heard. The Chair, therefore, 
requested the Clerk to read thesections in their order until that section 
was reached. Before doing so the Chair had recognized the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. BAKER], who is now entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAYNE. I ask unanimous consent that the bill be read through 
and that we may then recur to the nineteenth section. 

Mr. BRUMM. I object. 

Mr. HATCH. Several members have asked me a question which I 
desire to answer in the presence of the committee that there may be 
no misunderstanding about this, as there are some members who have 
calls to go somewhere else and want to leave the Hall. The proposi- 
tion was made that'all debate under the five-minute rule should be 
considered closed at ten minutes before 5 o’clock, and that the bill 
should then be reported, and the agreement was that the bill and all 
these amendments would come up as the first business in order to 
morrow morning after the morning hour 

Mr. SCOTT. In committee? 

Mr. HATCH. Inthe House. I can not ask the committee to have 
the previous question considered as ordered, because that would cut off 
the opportunity to carry out the agreement we made to offer the amend- 
ments in the House. Therefore I want it understood the bill and all 
amendments will be reported and taken up in the House after the morn- 
ing hour. Will the Chair please submit the question, that there may 
be no misunderstanding ? 
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The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection the arrangement will be 
made as indicated by the gentleman from Missouri. 

There was no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentieman from New York [Mr. BAKER] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAKER. I move to strike out the last clause of the ninetcenth 











section; and I desire, Mr. Chairman, to submit twoor three observations 


on the bill explanatory of my own position, because so many ents 
have been brought forward here by gentlemen upon this subject that it 
eems to me we overlook two or three very important questions in the 
consideration of this bill. 

In the first place this legislation comes here somewhat in consequence 
of the action of the manufacturers in the several States upon this very 
important matter. Recurring for a moment to the history of the leg- 
islation in the different States, Ict me say that in my own State year 
after year legislation has been attempted to regulate the manufacture 
and saleof oleomargarine. It has been uniformly resisted by the same 
influences and the same arguments that have been offered here upon 
this floor. Efforts to investigate the manufacture and sale of this arti- 
cle have been met with the argument that this stuff is pure, that it is 
healthful, that it is a proper substitute for butter, and may with safety 
be placed upon the tables of and consumed by the people. After in- 
vestigation in my own State on two or three occasions acts have been 
passed to regulate its manufacture and to compel its being marked so 
that it may be sold as what it is. 

Mr. Chairman, the legislation brought forward and passed in my own 
State, passed, as I have said, against strenuous opposition, has on two 
occasions been overthrown by the action of the court of appeals, and it 
has utterly failed—all efforts have failed—to regulate the manufacture 
of this article, in consequence of the inability of the State Legislature 
to throw around it the safe-guards proposed by this bill. This opposi- 
tion to the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine has grown up simply 
because the manufacturers have refused to sell the article for what it is. 
They have continually practiced deception and fraud upon the consumer, 
and it is for that reason that my State and every other agricultural State 
will hail with delight the passage of this bill. I believe such legisla- 
tion would have been unnecessary if the dealers had been honest with 
constimers, and my purpose in making these remarks is simply to ex- 
plain that I vote for this bill in order to enable consumers to know, 
when they buy butter, that they are getting butter, and to prevent the 
continuance of the deceit and fraud that have characterized the manu- 
facture and sale of this article during several ae. Incidentally, 
this law will produce revenue; incidentally it will benefit the dairy 
interests of the country, and these are objects devoutly to be desired. 
Therefore, Mr. Chairman, while believing that the tax proposed to be 
assessed is, perhaps, too high, I trust that, when it shall be fixed at 
such a figure as will guarantee the sale of oleomargarine not as butter 
but as oleomargarine, and in that way secure the protection of the con- 
sumer, the bill will pass without further opposition. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will re the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In section 19 strike out the following: ‘‘ One-half of such fine or penalty, when 
paid, to go to the informer.” 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Mr. Chairman, it is hardly necessary for me to ex- 
plain at length the reason why this amendment is offered. The legis- 
lation which gave to informers a share of the penalties imposed for vio- 
lation of the tariff laws has long since been repealed; the penalties of 
the internal revenue laws that were im and distributed in the 
same way have also been repealed. Yet here, in “‘ these piping times 
of peace,’’ the Committee on Agriculture in their wisdom have seen 
fit to inaugurate anew the most obnoxious of all that legislation. I 
am happy to think that the majority of the people of the United States 
would scorn to accept such money. But in almost every community 
there are those so depraved as to be capable of its acceptance. From 
such I would take the temptation to accept by withholding from the 
Government officials the power to give. 

If we are to havea new swarm of deputy marshals sent around in new 
paths hunting for new substances, let us not add to their zeal the zeal 
of the mercenary who is to receive a part of the penalty as an informer. 
I do not know of any kind of legislation which is more reprehensible 
than that which sets neighbor spying u neighbor for these petty 
offenses. The penalties affixed by this bill are very The for- 
feitures if obtained will be great, and hence the temptation to inform 
upon his neighbors te every man mean enough to do it will be great. 
I do not think that this House will do itself justice if, even for the pro- 
tection of the cow, it turns loose a set of men upon the community urged 
on by such motives. I donotdeny thepower ofthe Government to raise 
taxes. They are essential to the existence of the state. When theob- 
ject is taxation for the support of the Government no citizen can inter- 
pose his voice and no constitutional question arises. But, sir, I am of 
those who believe that the strong arm of Government can not be iti- 
mately invoked to crush out any legitimateindustry, and when this Gov- 
ernment enters upon a it will be upon a a bound- 


that 
less seaof troubles. I hope that at the proper time the will 
be adopted. ; 
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| Mr. LAP OLLETTE addressed the committee. [See Appendix.) 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. Chairman, I have already, at an early per 

| of this discussion, stated some objections tothismeasure. These «});.. 

| tions were fundamental, and subsequent reflection and the argume,, 

| which has taken place in thelastfew days have not lessened Int rath.. 

have confirmed and intensified them. : 

No debate I have listened to since I have been a member of +);. 
House has been marked by more frequent recurrence to those first yj, 
ciples which are supposed to be soundand safe guides in all lezis|aii,, 
This very fact itself, Mr. Chairman, is a presumption against this });)) 
because itimplies that it opens a new field of legislation, and one wh; 
Congress has not heretofore occupied. 

But, sir, I have not been able to square this bill or to reconci}. j;. 
principles with any of those just and safe maxims of levislation to 
which gentlemen have so frequently alluded in this debate. 

New, I know, Mr. Chairman, that a constitutional argument js ;,,, 
often met and supposed to be overthrown in this House by a ne», 
Nevertheless, sir, the Constitution is the supreme law of the land, ay 
it seems to me in a legislative assembly engaged in framing laws », 
inquiry could be more pertinent, none deserving of more respect{y 
consideration, than that which seeks to bring those laws to the test of 
the Constitution, the organic law of the land. 

A MemBer. Especially when we are sworn to support it. 
| Mr. WILSON. Yes,sir, especially when we are sworn to suppor: j: 
| Gentlemen seem to suppose that they have made their case when. «. 

the gentleman from California [Mr. HENLEY] who spoke a few miv- 
utes ago, they ask us what provision of the Constitution does this }j 
violate. Mr. Chairman, I have always supposed, and I have bee 
taught to believe, that in the legislation of Congress the pertinent in- 
guiry is, under what provision of the Constitution isitallowable? From 
the beginning of this discussion I have not heard any gentleman on thi: 
floor attempt to maintain this bill on constitutional grounds except 

a measure to raise revenne. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, before Congress can attempt io raise 
revenue there must be a double authority derived from the Constitu- 
tion. It must not only be a constitutional mode of raising revenue, but 
there must be a necessity for revenue before you are authorized to put 
into operation the power of levying taxes. To pretend that this is . 
bill to raise revenue is to palter with the very highest trust that wes 
Representatives are clothed with. The trust and authority to impos: 
taxes on the people, to use that power for any oblique or indirect pur- 
pose, or than for the plain and honest purpose of raising nec- 
essary revenues, is, Isay, to abuse it and to palter with the most sacre 
trast with which we are invested. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STRUBLE. Mr. Chairman, a few moments ago the gentlema: 
from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] called my attention to section ° 
Article IX of the Constitution, and suggested that it might be well fv: 
me to consider whether my remarks upon the subject of taxing olco- 
margarine, whether consumed at home or abroad, were not in conilict 
with the section and article I have just named. 

It may be his view is the correct one, but Isubmit it is not entire! 
clear upon the reading of the section, which is as follows: 

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any Statc. 


There is no time to enter upon any considerable discussion of the se:- 
tion now. It may be conceded that no tax or dutyin the shape of ex- 
port taxes or duties can be laid; but may not the United States prima- 
rily tax all oleomargarine, saying nothing about the tax or duty in view 
of exportation. ‘Then, again, is it clear that this section may not refe: 
toexportations from States, as if madesomewhat under their authority- 
which of evans can not be done—instead of, in a sense, from and unde: 
the authority of the United States to foreign countries? 

I merely these queries to the tleman from Arkansas for 


reflection, wi in terms pore eh he is in error in what I as- 
sume might be his opinion of the upon argument. 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. i , during this debate my friend trom 
Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE] has said: 

cing State inthe Union. New 
Yor: cozace first with 111,000,000 poundsannaal production; Pennsylvania come- 
next, with over 79,000,000 pounds; the State of comes next, with, I believe 
about 67,000,000 and Iowa next, with about55,000,000 pounds. It will be 
seen, , that the great State of Pen ia has a larger interest in pr 
tecting her dairy ucts than any other State in the Union except alone tic 
State of New York. 

It is trae that by the last census New York was shown to have au 
annual product of over 111,000,000 pounds of butter, and it is als» 
true that over 11,000,000 of it was produced in the counties © 
Saint Lawrence and Jefferson, which constitute the district which I ha\« 
the honor to represent on this floor. New York had then nearly 00° 
and one-half million cows, of which more than one hundred and fi!t- 
five thousand were in the same two counties. wal 

that there are from fifteen to sixteen million cows 10 ts 
States. The annual product of butter has been a little ov"! 
worth about $250,000, 000. 
been over 200,000,000 pounds. 
been sold “‘as and for butter.’’ It has 


™ 
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erage of about 25 cents; hence the profit of 17 cents, or $34,000,000, 
has been secured by those who have made and those who have sold it. 


Not only has the butter interest suffered from this fraudulent compe- | 


tition, but the whole $565,000,000 of butter, cheese, and milk interest 
of the United States has been greatly disturbed and harmed by it. 
Unless some check is given to the bogus product and its deceptive 
sale, no power under heaven can prevent the practical destruction of 
the butter-making industry as it now exists in the United States. 
Not one pound in one hundred of the bogus product is ever bought 
by a consumer who knows its character. 


It isshown beyond question that much of this bogus product is not 


only unhealthy, but to a greater or less degree poisonous. 


Never since the world began has any nation submitted so long to such | 


an extensive and shameless fraud, and yet men stand about us and raise 


their hands as though in holy horror, and invoke the Constitution to | 


prevent any interference with the continuance of the crime. 


Seldom have men gathered in so much wealth in so shorta period as | 
has been seized and appropriated by these bogus-butter kings whose | 
work isunder investigation. Disease and poverty follow in their train, | 


put they carry away their millions upon millions. 
Consider it, 200,000,000 pounds of (largely a filthy) product sold to 


the consumer for $50,000,000—it cost the producer $16,000,000—lcav- | 


ing an annual profit of $34,000,000. 

Or make the estimate very low, call the product 20 cents per pound— 
and if the counterfeit is prudently managed it will average above that 
for the year—then we have: 











Py Be IE 0000008 cs ccccce cones scccoscoescscecencessosvesctocescseseccceseceece $40, 000, 000 
a ccliihitnbbaitbhentibeibsecseteehostndsis~covacintnscessibiesstseceses Bb, O80,000 
Teke off for possible incidentals.................... padttehicpeMantnd-cyoukinekioce 4,900, 000 





cl hla ncicneenienecantinint 20, 000, 000 | 


And these humanitarians, these lovers of poor men, carry away to 
their own safety-deposit vaults $20,000,000 per year, got from con- 
sumers who paid for butter and got nothing but its flavor in a bulk of 
grease. Is it strange that butter now sells for 16 cents in market? Is 
it strange that the great. American dairy interest languishes and is de- 
moralized? Is it surprising that these bogus-butter fellows, making 
their $20,000,000 a year, are going about here weeping for the ‘‘ poor 
man’s butter,’’ because the poor man wants it so much and these fel- 
lows are afraid that the poor man can not get enough of it? Is it 
strange that men gather in to oppose this bill from Northern Illinois 
to Southern Georgia? Is it strange that this Congress is held here for 
days in mere delay over this bill while legislation of the greatest im- 
portance presses upon us? Is it strange that men representing tallow 
butterand lard butter and cotton-seed-oil butter, and men with whole 
windrows of dead animals of all kinds and conditions behind them, rise 
upand scream crazily about the Constitution ? 

All of these men represent the interest that robs the public of from 
twenty to millions a year. 

{Mr. VAN EATON addressed the committee. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. HATCH. I move by unanimous consent that ali debate on the 
pending section be closed, so that we may vote upon the pending 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. McMILu1n J. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

The question recurred on Mr. McMIL1iIn’s amendment. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 76, noes 2°. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. Now let the remaining sections be read. 

Mr. WHEELER. I have an amendment to offer. 

Mr. HATCH. The gentleman can offer it afterward. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec, 20. That the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasury,may make all needful regulations for the carrying 
ine endef ie nnry may regu ying 

Sec. 21. That this act shall go into effect on the ninetieth day after its passage ; 

taining ten or more pounds of cleomargarine found 

on the premises of any dealer on or after the ninetieth day succeeding the date 
{oan of this act shall be deemed to be taxable under section 8 of this 
be taxed, and shall have affixed thereto the stamps, marks, and 

act or by regulations made pursuant to this act; and 


: 
| 


; and such stock on hand at the time of the 
taking effect of this act may be stamped, marked,and branded under special! 


; 
; 
' 
: 
f 


of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, ed by the Secre- 
ieee eee; and the Commissioner of Internal Revenue - author- 
the holder gach package tomark and brand the same and to affix thereto | 
Mr. WHEELER. I now ask for a vote on my amendment. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
Strike out Sand 4 of section 19 the words “ one-half ofsuch fine or pen- | 
alty, when to go to the informer,” and insert these words: 
in lf of all money under the provisions of this act shall be used 
common and such shall annually be divided 
out in the States and and in the District of 
in that which the whole number of persons in each who, 
being of and over, can not read bears to the whole number 
ing in the States; such computation shall be made accord- 
until the illiteracy returns of the census of 1890 s!a1! be 


te 

ase 

i 
a 
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Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, I now move that the committee rise 


, and report this bill and amendments to the House under the agree- 
ment which has already heen mac 
Mr. COMPTON. I ask to offer the amendment which I have sent 


up to the desk. 
Mr. HATCH. l ha ve bo objection to its bein 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Clerk willread the 


y read for information. 
endment for informa- 


nD 





tion; but nothing is in order now under the agreement heretofore made 
} except the motion which the gentieman from Missouri has submitted. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike out all after the cnacting clause and insert 
“Secrion 1. That every person who purchases or receives fors within the 
District of Columbia or any Territory of the United States any oleomargarine 
which has not been branded or stamped ‘oleomargarine’ shall be liable to a 


penalty of $50 for each offense ; and that said penalty shall be reco 
other fines or penalties imposed by law in said districts. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the agreement which the committee made 
| thisafternoon the Chair is now required to cause the committee to rise 


erable as 


| and report this bill and amendments to the House. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Irise toa point of order. My understanding was 
that it was agreed that debate should close at ten minutes to 5 o'clock; 
but nothing was said about amendments. Amendments may be offered 
| and voted upon, and I submit it is against the rules of the House to 
| foree a bill to be reported back to the House as long as members desire 
| to offer amendments. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular order!” | 
| Mr. HATCH. Theagreement was so plain that there can be no mis- 
| take upon that point. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The agreement was that at ten minutes before 5 
| o’clock this bill should be reported to the House; that agreement was 
| made by unanimous consent; and without unanimous consent now 
given it can not be changed. 
| Mr. MORRISON. Reported back without a vote? 
| TheCHAIRMAN. Not without a vote; but the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri isin order. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular order !’’} 
| Mr. DUNHAM. I wish to offer additional amendments 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Regularorder! 

The motion that the committee rise and report the bill to the House 
was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 109, noes 3S. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the 
bill (H. R. 8328), had instructed him to report thejsame to the House 
withsundry amendments, and recommend that it be passed as amended. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMPpson, one of its Clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed bills of the following titles; in 
which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A bill (S. 188) to prevent the acquisition of real property by aliens, 
and for other purposes; and 

A bill (S. 1991) supplementary to and amendatory of *‘An act to ex- 
ecute certain treaty stipulations relating to Chinese,’’ approved May 6, 
| 1882, as amended by an act to amend said act, approved July 5, 1884. 
| The message also announced that the Senate insisted on its amend- 
' 


ments disagreed to by the House to the Post-Office appropriation bill 
(H. R. 5887) and on its disagreement to the amendment of the House 
| to the Senate amendment, agreed to the conference asked by the House 
| on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and had appointed as con- 
| ferees on the part of the Senate Mr. PLUMB, Mr. MAHONE, and Mr. 
BECK. 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the re 
| port of the committee of conference on the disagreeing voies of the two 
Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6975) to es- 
tablish additional life-saving stations. 

OBDER OF BUSINESS. 
| Mr. HATCH. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. RANDALL. The motion is not debatable. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Has this committee a right to repori a bill back to 
the House as long as amendments are offered to the bill by members 
of the House? 

The SPEAKER. ‘That is not aquestion for the Chair to determine. 
It is a question which could only have been properly determined by the 
chairman of the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
[Cries of ‘‘ Regular order !’’} 

The motion of Mr. HATcH was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
4 o’clock and 55 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BARBOUR: Petition and claim of Catharine A. Fossett, ex- 
ecutrix of James Fossett, deceased—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, petition of Maria Trunnell, for compensation for damages done 
to her property in the District of Columbia by street improvements— 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
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By Mr. BARKSDALE: Papers relating to the claim of Walter W. 
Peck and of Martha J. Stewart, of Jefferson County, Mississippi—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BARNES: Papers relating to the claim of John McKinne, of 
Emanuel County; of Martha Price, of Burke County, and of Larkin 
Wilcher, of Glasscock County, Georgia—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Atlantic 
City, N. J., for a post-office building at that place—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BUNNELL: Petition of the New England Shoe and Leather 
Association, requesting that one and two dollar bills be issued to tak2 
the place of those defaced and worn out—to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. 

Also, petition of the Grand Army of the Republic post of Union Dale, 
Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, urging the passage of the Senate 
pension bill 1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of the common and select council of Norfolk, Va., 
calling attention to the eligibility of that city as a site for a Govern- 
ment ship-building plant—to the Committee on American Ship-build- 
ing and Ship-owning Interests. 

By Mr. DUNHAM: Protest of E. T. Palmer & Co. and 665 others, 
employers and employés in the cloak manufacturing trade in the city 
of Chicago, against the Morrison tariff bill—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. ELY: Petition of Joshua W. Davis, in favor of Senate bills 
53 and 54—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Eight-petitions of hospital stewards, ask- 
ing for the passage of Senate bill 1119—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of W. H. Collins and 35 others, citizens of 
a Vt., for a tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

By Mr. HARRIS: Petition of Josiah R. Chambers, administrator of 
Josiah Chambers, of Carrollton, Ga., asking that his war claim be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HEMPHILL: Papers relating to theclaim of Leonidas Low- 
ery, of Chesterfield County, and of John C. Canthen, of Lancaster 
County, South Carolina—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HOUK: Petition of savings-banks of New York State, pray- 
ing for a repeal of the law which directs the coinage of the 412} grains 
silver dollar—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

Also, petition of citizens of Blount County, Tennessee, praying for 
the passage of the Blair educational bill—to the Committee on Educa- 
tion. 

Also, a bill authorizing the construction of a bridge across the Ten- 
nessee River at or near Chattanooga, Tenn.—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, petition of Walter Newburn and of Henry Krueger, hospital 
steward, United States Army, praying for increase of pay for hospital 
stewards—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of John F. Rhoton, of Jefferson County, Tennessee, ask- 
ing that his war claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. LAFFOON: Petition of W. J. Mitchell and others, in favor 
of Senate bill 1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LAIRD: Petition of John F. Hilman and 80 others, citizens 
of Weld and Arapahoe Counties, ee for the establish- 
ment of a land office in northeastern Colorado—to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

By Mr. LIBBEY: Petition of citizens of Warwick County, Virginia, 
for the improvement of Deep Creek—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors. 

Also, resolutions of the Norfolk and Portsmouth Cotton Exchange, 
relative to the establishment of a branch hydrographic office at Norfolk, 
Va.—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Also, rs in the case of J. E. Hozier—to ihe Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. MILLARD: Resolution favoring the passage of Senate bill 
1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PLUMB: Petition of A. F. Waldorf, John J. King, and 36 
others, citizens of Trumbull County, Ohio, for the passage of bill taxing 
oleomargarine 10 cents—to the Committee on Agriculture. 
By Mr. RANDALL: Petition of Richard Ennis, ent, and 
Thomas J. Dicus, secretary of the trades assembly of Western Penn- 
sylvania, in opposition to proposed oleomargarine and butterine legis- 
lation—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RYAN: Petition of the board of medical pension examiners, 
for change of law in regard to fees of such examiners—to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SKINNER: Petition of Mrs. Holland Harderly, widow of 
Micajah Harderly; of Joseph R. Franklin, of Rev. Jacob Utley, of 
J. 8. Davis, of D. W. Morton, of Josiah L. Bell, and of Francis J. and 
Mary F. Morton and Martha J. , of Carteret County ; of 
Thomas E. Harris, administrator of ree ee 
E. English, executrix of James C. Ballance, of Hyde County; of W 
iam J. Porter, and of W. H. Hyatt, son of James H. Hyatt, deceased, 
of Perquimans County; of Javis M. Williams, of Beanfort County; 


of Joseph J. Jordon, of Winton; and of A. O. Dey, 
J. 8. Dey, Currituck County, North Carolina, asking that their war 
claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on, War 
Claims. 


















Husbandry, of Waterloo, Wis., on interstate commerce—to the ¢ 
mittee on Commerce. 


administrator of 


By Mr. SNYDER: Papers relating to the claim of George W. Spotts, 


of Garrett W. Bane, and of Phillip Gordon, of Jefferson County. W,<: 
Virginia—to the same committee. ; s 


By Mr. STEPHENSON: Resolutions of Grange No. 92, Patrons of 


AM- 


By Mr. STRAIT: Resolutions of the Board of Trade of Duluth, 


Minn., protesting against the consolidations of the customs districts o/ 
Minnesota—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


By Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR: Petition of Nancomah Valley Grange. of 


Shelby County, Tennessee, asking the passage of the bill to tax oleo- 
margarine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


Also, papers relating to the claim of Martha L. Yaucy, administra. 


trix, of Shelby County, Tennessee, to the Committee on War Claims. 


By Mr. TILLMAN: Petition of R. 8. Lipsey, of Barnwell! County. 


South Carolina, asking that his war claim be referred to the Court of 
Claims—to the same committee. 


By Mr. WARD: Petition of Ernest Hodden, of Chicago, I11., praying 


that his claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to the same com. 
mittee. 


By Mr. MILO WHITE: Protest of the Board of Trade of Duluth, 


against the consolidation of the customs districts of Minnesota—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 


The following petitions, urging the adoption of the bill placing the 


manufacture and sale of all imitations of butter under the control of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, taxing the same 10 cents per 
pound, and urging the adoption of such effective measures as will save 
the dairy interests from ruin and protect consumers of butter from 
fraud and imposition, were presented, and severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture: 


By Mr. LINDSLEY: Of dairymen of Green County, New York. 
By Mr. MILLARD: Of citizens of Guilford, N. Y. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, June 3, 1886, 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BuTLEr, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


JOHN 8. WILLIAMS—VETO MESSAGE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was read, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed: 
"aa John 8. W 

Senate bill No. 789, entitled “An act ting a pension to John S. Williams,” 
is herewith returned without — : 

This claimant enlisted in 1861. He alleges that his shoulder was dislocated in 
1862 while ferrying troops across a river. The records of the War Department 
fail to furnish any information as to the alleged injury. He served afterward 
until 1865 and was discharged. His claim for pe 
sion Bureau in 1882, t 

d such delay 


was rejected by the Pen- 
years after the time he fixes as the date of his injury: 
states as an excuse for the unsatisfactory nature of 
and officers who knew him are dead. 

ury complained of is merely a dislocation of the 
shoulder, in view of other facts developed in the case, I think the Pen- 

sion Bureau arrived at a correct conclusion when this claim was rejected. _ 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXecvuTIve MANsIon, June 2, 1886. 


JAMES E. 0’SHEA—VETO MESSAGE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was read, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate: 

I return without roval Senate bill No. 327, entitled “An act granting 9 

From the ween ehee committee to whom this bill was referred I learn that 
the claimant enlisted in April, 1861, and was discharged in October, 1554. 

He filed aclaim in the Pension Bureau alleging that he received a saber wount! 

the head March 7, 1862, and a gunshot wound in the left leg in the autumn 

same year. 


the | 

exami of his military record, that there is no mention 

: wat he served two after the time he claims to have 
from being led, it is reported as an inc! 

a this soldier was found guilty of desertion 

for the time he was absent. — 

explanation of the lack of any officis! 

that “ the fact that the peeenee of ee 

works great hardship to men who app'y 

desertion and the lack of proof to sustain 

disposed of as follows in the committee > 


der discipline for 
shows that the man a required proof 


of the opinion that, 
was very liable to, and very probably did, receive the 


part of the claimant 
of the War Department, that the kind of irregularity fo¥ 
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which he was under discipline is calculated to produce a lack of confidence in 
his merits a8 @ , and that the fact of his situation being such as to ren- 
der him liable to receive a wound is hardly sufficient to establish his right to a 
soldier's pension, which is only justified by injuries actually received and affirm- 


ven. 
seer GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXxecUTIVE MANSION, Jume 2, 1886. 


AUGUSTUS FIELD STEVENS—VETO MESSAGE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
m from the President of the United States; which was read, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed: 


To the Senate : 

Ireturn herewith without approval Senate bill No. 1726, entitled ‘An act grant- 
ing a pension to Augustus Field Stevens.”’ ; 

it that this claimant enlisted August 21, 1861, and was discharged on 
the 3d day of October, 1861, after a service of less than two months, upon a med- 
jeal cert of disability which represented him as “incapable of performing 
the duties of a soldier because of general debility, advanced age—untit for sery- 


‘ore en . 
ne is not upon any wound or injury, but he alleges that he con- 
tracted chronic diarrhea or dysentery while in the service. The committee to 
whom the bill was referred by the Senate admit that ‘there is a quantity of 
ry testimony biased in about equal proportion for and against the 


t.”” 
His claim was by the Pension Bureau in 1882 and again in 1835, after 
a exam n spanning Ge facts, on the ground that the claimant had 
to show any ility contracted while he was in the service. 


The medical upon which he was discharged makes no mention of 
the disorders of which the applicant for pension now complains, but contains 
other statements which demonstrate that no allowance should be made to him 
by way of pension, unless such pension is to be openly and confessedly regarded 
as a mere charity, or unless the medical certificate, made at the time of dis- 
charge, = patient uuder observation, is to be, without any allegation to 
a not prepared either to cient set at naught two determinations of 
the Pension Bureau, one very ly made, after a special examination—and es- 

y when the evidence produced before the committee to reverse the bu- 
reau’s action is admitted to be ‘ contradictory” and “ biased in about equal pro- 
portion for and against the claimant.” 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 


Executive MANsIon, June 2, 1886. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair presents resolutions 
adopted by the Trades Assembly of Western Pennsylvania, consisting of 
various labor organizations, representing about seventy-eight thousand 
members, remonstrating against the passage of any measure to regu- 
late the manufacture and sale of butterine and oleomargarine and to im- 
posea tax thereon amounting toa prohibition. The resolutions will be 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented the petition of Nancy Jane Orman, of 
Bowling Green, Ind., praying to be allowed a pension, and a petition 
of citizens of Clay County,. Indiana, praying that Nancy Jane Orman 
be allowed a widow’s pension; which were referred to the Committee 
op Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON. Day before yesterday I presented a telegram from 
Richard Ennis, president of the Trades Assembly of Western Pennsyl- 
vania, Pittsburgh, Pa., covering resolutions adopted by that assembly, 
which represents seventy-eight thousand members, protesting against 
the passage of the bill to regulate the manufacture and sale of butterine 
or oleomargarine. I have received and present now an official copy of 
those resolutions, and move their reference to the Committee on Agri- 
culture and Forestry. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM presented the petition of Henry R. Hall, mayor, and 
68 citizens of Salem, Ill., praying for the passage of the bill (8. 2052) 
authorizing the construction of a bridge over the Mississippi River at 
Saint Louis; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SEIZURE OF FISHING VESSELS. 

Mr. DAWES. I present resolutions of the city council of the city of 
Gloucester, Mass., praying for retaliation on the Canadian Government 
for the seizure of American fishing vessels, and I move that they be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. In this connection I desire to call the attention of the 


Committee on Foreign Relations to a resolution adopted by the Senate 
on the of last month, in which they were instructed among other 


H 


what measu 
American Stineate katie’ Sonnet in Ce eae te a 
Canada; and to report by bill or otherwise. 

the inquiry of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
they have made any such advance in the investigation of this 
enable them to make public any assurance that 
measures are being taken, or will be likely to be taken, which will af- 
ford protection to those engaged in lawful commerce with the Domin- 
the aggressive measures that are now being taken. 

the passage of the resolution, now nearly a month ago, trans- 
have occurred which have served very much to intensify the 
and to put in jeopardy the interests of a large portion of my 
and those of New England generally engaged in the 


an apparent disposition upon the part of the Do- 
to harass and embarrass very much those engaged 


ii 
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Fate? 
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in what can not but be considered the lawful commerce of the United 
States, to the extent that honest and innocent commercial transactions, 
such as the purchase Of provisions merely, have been the cause of the 
seizing of vessels of the United States; and it seems to these persons 
that the delay is unnecessary, and that there is dilatoriness on the part 
of those clothed with the duty of protecting our commerce. 

I do not make this inquiry because I myself have any such impression, 
or would intimate that the Committee on Foreign Relations have not 
devoted themselves to this duty as becomes so grave a subject, but in 
order that I may obtain from them, if it be within the province of their 
duty to make such a disclosure, some assurance which shall go forth to 
the public that measures are being taken which will protect them in 
their rights; and I should be glad to get some such information from 
the committee if it is compatible with their idea of duty. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. TheSenator from Massachusetts of course can not 
have overlooked the fact that the Committee on Foreign Relations has 
ho power to protect American commerce or American citizens. That 
belongs to the executive department of the Government, and is a part 
of its duty under laws of the United States and under the public law 
of nations. 

I think at this present moment, in the absence of definite informa- 
tion, which I confess I do not possess, we must presume that the ex- 
ecutive department of the Government is endeavoring to do everything 
that it rightly may to accomplish the just protection of citizens of the 
United States whose property and vessels have been illegally or un- 
kindly dealt with in the Dominion of Canada, if there be such a case. 
Of course it may have happened that some of these vessels, it may have 
happened possibly that all of them have been guilty of a violation of 
the existing laws of the dominion. As they have been seized by the 
public authorities, of course there must be a public pretension on the 
part of the dominion officers that such is the case. 

I hope, and I do not doubt the committee hope, although I have no 
formal authority to speak for them, that it will turn out in every one 
of these cases that the seizures have been made of innocent vessels which 
have not violated the laws of the dominion, and which have not vio- 
lated any principle of public law and were engaged at the time of their 
seizure in doing what the intercourse of nations and the laws of their 
own country and those of the country to which they went allowed; 
and that the seizures therefore will be dismissed without even a certifi- 
cate of probable cause. 

But that depends of course upon a judicial inquiry in the first in- 
stance. I donot mean to say that a judicial inquiry in the Dominion 
of Canada would bind us if we thought it were unjust or improper. 
In case it should turn out to be the fact that any of these vessels should 
be condemned and the United States were of opinion that the condem- 
nation was unjust, we should not be bound by any principle of public 
law or of public justice to assent to such an unjust condemnation, and 
it would be our duty to maintain the rights of our citizens if we have 
any spirit left, as I think we have, and any strength left, as I hope we 
have, although we have not been very successful in trying to get a navy 
or to arm our seacoasts lately for some reason or other. But in some 
way and in some good time the rights of citizens of the United Statics 
must be vindicated if such rights have been violated. 

It would be premature in me to say now that I know they have been 
violated. I hope it will turn out that they are innocent and that they 
have been violated, if I may put it that way; but we do not know it. 
The Executive is now empowered, if he has signed a bill that passed 
the two Houses the other day, as I presume he will do if he has not 
done, to defend in the way of retaliation any injustice that is done to 
vessels of the United States sailing to ports of the dominion or else- 
where. When that bill becomes a law, if our British brothers are 
straining a point in order to force us into a convention of reciprocity, 
or free fish, or whatever, then it is within the competence of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, authorized by law, to take such measures in 
his discretion that are peaceable as will tend to correct any such abuse, 
if such an abuse shall turn out to exist. 

So I repeat that while the committee is investigating the subject and 
is endeavoring to find out exactly how the thing stands with a view to 
guide us in reporting to the Senate any legislation, if any shall be neces- 
sary, or any resolution, if any shall be necessary, the case so far as we 
are concerned is yet too premature, or rather too immature, to enable 
me to make any public declaration as to how the committee think the 
matter is and what ought to bedone aboutit. But the matter isin the 
hands of gentlemen of the committee who have the highest interest and 
zeal to prosecute the inquiry with the utmost expedition. 

Mr. DAWES. My chief object was to elicit from the committee, in 
connection with the latter part of the resolution to which I alluded, 
whether in their opinion any further legislation than that which has 
recently passed Congress was necessary to clothe the Executive with 
power to protect our fishermen. 

It can not have escaped the attention of the committee that armed 
cruisers of the British Government are all about the waters on the bor- 
der of the 3-mile limit in search of American vessels that they can, 
under some pretense or other, seize. The entire absence of any armed 
vessel of the United States in those waters to protect those fishermen 
in the pursuit of lawful commerce led me to inquire whether that ab- 
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sence was from a lack of legislative power on the part of the adminis- | of the President the power of fitting and proper retaliation, +), 


tration of this Government, or whether it was due to any other justifi- 
able cause of delay. 

I am aware, as well as the Senator, of the necessity of proceeding with 
caution, and the consequent delay upon that necessity; but there are 
those engaged in this interest who do not as well as the Senator cer- 
tainly appreciate the necessity ef that delay. Ifthey can have the as- 
surance from so high an authority as the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions that no delay arises from indifference, then I am satisfied that 
they will have greater confidence in their cause and in the ultimate 
protection of the Government of the United States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think I can state for the whole Committee on 
Foreign Relations and for the whole Senate to my friend that no leg- 
islation is necessary unless it may be an appropriation of money—hardly 
that—-to enable the President of the United States, who is Commander- 
in-chief of its armies and navies, to send to. the northern waters any 
vessel of the United States, if we happen to have one that will swim, 
as we have some I believe. There is oneI believe that has been trying 
to swim under sundry tests for several months, and has swum every 
time, but can not yet be taken into the service of the United States for 
some reason or other, that would be a very good, swift cruiser to sail 
in the open seas with the flag of the United States at the fore, and to 
protect so far as she might citizens of the United States on the high 
seas engaged in lawful occupations. 

I confess that I sympathize pretty largely with my friend from Mas- 
sachusetts in the hope, if it will not be considered as discourteous to 
anybody, that the flag of the United States at the mast of the best ves- 
sel we have got shall appear in the northern seas at a due and respect- 
ful distance from the dominions of her majesty to endeavor to give a 
little kind of encouragement to men who are engaged in clearly lawful 
occupations in clearly lawful places. But there is no law needed for 
that. It only needs executive action, which, as I say, the committee 
is bound to presume will be duly taken. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President-—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no question before the Sen- 
ate. The whole debate is out of order. 

Mr. HALE. I only wish to say one word. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask unanimous consent that the Senator from 
Maine have leave to proceed. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair hears no objection, and the 
Senator from Maine is ized. 

Mr. HALE, Yesterday a dispatch was received by Mr. BOUTELLE, 
of the House of Representatives, from Eastport, in my State, stating that 
it was reported there upon apparent good authority that orders had 
been issued by the Ottawa Government to prevent the purchase of 
smal] sardines that are taken in New Brunswick waters and prepared 
and put up at Eastport on thissideoftheline. This industry employs 
a large number of men upon this side of the line in the town of East- 


port in putting up these sardines. It also employs on the other side of 


the line a large number of Canadian or New Brunswick fishermen and 
beatmen, who catch the fish and sell them to our Eastport sardine- 
kers, 

Under the ruling of the Treasury Department, that these fresh fish 
brought into our market for immediate use or consumption are not sub- 
ject to duty, they come in free and the New Brunswick fisherman gets the 
benefit of our market duty free. He sells his fish to our citizen who 
puts up the herring or sardines. It makes a profitable industry on 
both sides. It is an industry in which Canadian labor has as much in- 
terest as ours, and in which no duties are exacted; and yetitis gravely 
proposed, if the rumor be correct, by the Ottawa Government to put 
rude hands on that industry, and to send armed ships there to prevent 
the purchase from Canadians by our citizens of these fish. 

It is to me, sir, the largest cloud that has yet appeared on the hori- 
zon in this unhappy affair. If the rumor is correct and the Canadian 
authorities give that direction to their ships to break up this industry 
of their own people in order to prevent our citizens from i 


purchasing 
these lish, it indicates a more profound spirit of mischief than has here- 


tofore been shown. Whatever can be done by the State Department 
that will at once give information not only to the fishermen of Maine 
and )iassachusetts but to the country of just what the fundamental 
purpose of the Ottawa Government is will be a benefit to us. 

I am bound to say that the communication was laid before the Sec- 
retary of State and he disclosed a disposition to at once under every 
method in his power and at his command learn the ulterior 
the Canadian authorities, and I hope and trust that there will be no de- 
lay in that direction. If anything can bedone by our Government, by 
any branch of the Government, that shall indicate the earnest purpose 
of the Government and of the administration to protect our fishing in- 
teresis and to see to it that citizens engaged in lawful enterprise are not 
brokcn up and driven away, the sooner it is done the better. 

It isa grave question now whether our main fishing 
season has not been so rudely broken in upon and 
dered that it will be of little account for the rest of the year. 


There has been so and so and 
vigor eee rt ete 
tion as this. Congress has already and has put into the hands 


of 


ocra- 
sion and measure of which retaliation must be exercised as an ady,\,. 
istrative and not as a legislative power. I am bound to say tha: ;),, 
people whom I represent, and I believe the public generally, are joo). 
ing now with anxiety to see to it that the administration com: s \),,., 
what has been the evident spirit and wish of Congress. = 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Ido not yet understand the purport . 
cussion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The debate is out of orde: 

Mr. VAN WYCK. When did the Chair discover the fact » 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. TheChair asked the unanimous ¢), 
sent of the Senate that the Senator from Maine might proceed, and »,, 
objection was made. 

Mr. HOAR. Is debate out of order if unanimous consent is piven» 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no question before th. 
Senate. Reports of committees are in order. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MORRILL. I am directed by the Committee on Vinance. ty 
whom was referred the bill (8. 2289) to change the name of the Ex. 


change National Bank of El Dorado, to report it adversely and as) 


that it be indefinitely postponed. 

I will say that a general bill having passed the Senate and also haying 
passed the House and become a law, there is no longer any need of 4 
special bill to change the name of any bank. 

The bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 2290) to change the name of the Wichita Nationa! 
Bank, moved its indefinite postponement; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MAXEY, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 1513) for the relief of George T. Newman, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, reported a bill (s 
2589) authorizing the construction of a bridge over the Mississippi 
River at Saint Louis, Mo.; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I wish to say that the bill is reported favorably 
with the assent of a majority of the committee only, a minority of the 
committee dissenting from the report. I desire to express my dissent 
from the report as a member of the committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred 
the following bills, moved their indefinite postponement; which was 

to: 


A bill (S. 2052) authorizing the construction of a bridge over tl 
Mississippi River et Saint Louis, Mo., and for other purposes; 

A bill (8. 106) authoxizing the construction of a bridge across the 
Mississippi River at or near the Chain of Rocks, in the northern part 
of the city of Saint Louis, State of Missouri; 

A bill (8. 107) authorizing the construction of a bridge over the 
Mississippi River at Saint Louis, Mo.; and 

A bill (8. 1945) authorizing the construction of a bridge over the 
Mississippi River at Saint Louis, Mo. 

Mr. DAWES, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 7087) authorizing and directing the Secretary 
of the Interior to extend the time for the paymen’ of the purchase 
money on the sale of the reservation of the Otoe and Missouria tribes of 
Indians, in the States of Nebraska and Kansas, reported it with amen¢- 
ments. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am instructed by the Committee on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7021) to provide for the adjust- 
ment of land grants made by Congress to aid in the construction of rai!- 
roads within the State of Kansas, and for the forfeiture of unearned 
lands, and for other purposes, to report it with an amendment. | will 
state in regard to this bill that I shall ask the Senate to proceed to its 
consideration at an early day. Some matters in connection with it are 
now under consideration by the Department at the request of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and it may be that before it is called up cer- 
tain other amendments may be proposed on the part of the committee. 
I report the bill now in order that it may get a favorable place upon the 
Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cales- 
dar. 

Mr. CONGER. I report from the Committee on Commerce thre 
bills, which I move be indefinitely postponed, the subject-matter hav 


ing been embraced in a bill already acted upon. 

The bills were indefinitely, as follows: 

A bill (S. 153) additional life-saving stations on the s.:\- 
coast of the United : 


A bill (S. 1569) ing additional life-saving stations on tlic s«.\ 
ana bill 1 6) anak cpesepuintion for-the catsblishment of 8 
A bill 496) making an i 
ieeeens station, and fora crew at Fort Stevens, 
at the entrance to the ee River, a tcced 
Mr. on g *.* 
the joint resolution (S. R. 62) authorizing the publication of an edition 
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fA of International Law, edited by Francis Wharton, reported 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 
INDIAN TRADERSHIPS. 


Mr. DAWES. [am instructed by the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
to which were referred resolutions instructing the committee to inves- | 
tigate certain proceedings of Indian traders, to report them back with | 
sn amendmentand to ask for their present consideration. The amend- | 
nent isto strike out ‘*the Committee on Indian Affuirs,’’ and to insert 

“9 select committee of five, to be appointed by the presiding officer of | 
i on RESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachusetts | 
asks the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the considera- | 
gon of the resolutions atthis time. They will be read for information. 

The resolutions were read, and, by unanimous consent, were consid- 
ered, 28 follows: 

Whereas it is stated that in the matter of the administration of the powersand | 
duties of the Com of Indian Affairs in respect of the appointment of | 


acts have been done, or permitted to be done, in disregard of law 
—_ rights and proper interests of citizens: 

Beit 
to in 


| 


Therefore, 
resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs bas and hereby is, directed 
vestigate the subject of the appointment of such traders, the granting of 
jcenses to them, and the refusal to extend-such licenses to ns engaged as 
such and the methods which have been in that regard since 
uences ——- the several 


ot ; and the reasons and i 
of granting or refusing of such licenses; to whom licenses have 
been granted since said and to a refused, why granted, and why re- 
he not any person to whom a license has been granted has 
aly * f conduct or practices ———— to the good repute of the public 
if so,in w respect, and whether or not the same have come to 
of the Commissioner of Indian affairs. 


es oe the said in ae oes won 5 po me 
power persons and r the necessary oaths, and em- 
ploy a , Should it be deemed necessary so to do, and such expense 
as may said investigation shall be paid out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate. 


Reolwed, That the committee is further instructed to report a bill or bills for | 
such legislation as the investigation may disclose to be necessary and proper in 
the premises. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
mittee will be stated. 

The Cater CLERK. In the first line of the first resolution it is pro- 
posed to strike out the words ‘‘the Committee on Indian A ffairs’’ and 
insert “a select committee of five, to be appointed by the presiding offi- 
vet of the Senate; ;’’ so as to read: 


That a select coieantiien of five, to be appointed by the presiding officer of the 
— , be, and ew is, directed to investigate the subject of the appointment 


Tis RaiaSaies agreed to. 
The resolutions as amended were agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 


Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I report from the Committee to Audit and 
Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate a resolution which was 
referred to that committee with a favorable recommendation from the 
Committee on Commerce. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to, 
a3 follows: 


Ra San an additional ae ee ee 

the remainder session at a salary an retary 
wie Senate be, and he is hereby. ‘cateetoad ee dioeod to pay the said sal- 
appropriation for 


out of the miscellaneous items of the contingent fund of 
Senate. 


rE ii 


os 


i 


to send 


iets 


The amendment reported by the com- 


| 


#5 


ESTATE OF JAMES G. WINTERSMITH. 

Mr. BECK. I am instructed by the Committee on Appropriations, 
to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 112) for the relief 
of the estate of the late James G. Wintersmith, late Doorkeeper of the 
House of to report it without amendment, and I ask 
wanimous consent that it be now considered. It is entirely a House 
matter, which was sent to the committee, and I was instructed to re- 
pert it back with the recommendation that it be 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee ‘of the W hole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. It authorizes the Clerk of 
= House to emus EG tend the accounting officers of the Treasury to pass 

legal representatives of the late James G. Winter- 

cuit, eed late Doorkeeper of the a of Representatives, one year’s salary 

sl expentsof burial, ot and also the expenses of the last sickness 
vf burial, not exereding 850 for the burial. 

was reported to the Senate without amendment, 

need oaiieeaee read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


HARRIS. At the request of the Cotton Exehange and the Mer- 


Exchange, two commercial organizations of the city of Mem- 
othe Seda. abill and ask its reference to the Committee 


2590) to amend section 5258 of the Revised Statutes of 
relating to railways, was read twice by its titles, and 
the Judiciary. 

eee eee) granting an 
W. Hasler, of Oregon; which was read 


twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
ne introduced a bill (8. 2592) to provide for 
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| mediately after the morning business on that day. 
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Ark., and for other 
and referred to the Com- 





holding terms of United States cx u 
purposes; which was read twi 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2593) to amend se 


“acicnh 


Tis 


at Texarkana, 
by its title, 


ction 635 of the Re- 


| vised Statutes, relating to the District of Columbia; which was read 
} tw _ its title, and re fer wed to the Committee on the Judiciary 
PLU MB introduce a bi 5. 2594) granting t » Ray id C lity, Dak., 
fractional section 16, Some nship 2 north, range 7 east, Black Hills, Da- 
kota, meridian; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
| Committee on Public Lands. 
He also introduced a bill (S. 2495) for the relief of Mrs. Adelaide H. 
Graton; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 


} papers, referred to the Committ et 
Mr. GORMAN (by request) introd: iced. a bill (S. 25 
ain claims to the Court of Claims; which w 

and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


on Pensions. 
» 96 


title 


referring cer- 
as read twice by its e, 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I ask the Senate to excuse me from further 
service upon the Committee on the District of Columbia. I make this 
request in the interest of the committee itself. It is very difficult to 
get a quorum, and I find that I can not attend the sessions of the com- 
mittee. I think that some other Senator should be appointed in my 
place, so that there shall be no trouble in having a quorum of the com- 
mittee present whenever they desire to transact business. Therefore 
I ask to be excused from further service upon the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Virginia asks to 
be excused from further service upon the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and lie is ex- 
cused. 


CHANGE OF INAUGURATION DAY. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to give notice that atan early day next week | 
shall ask the Senate to take up Senate joint resolution No. 55, for the 
amendment of the Constitution to change the time of the expiration of 
the Presidential term. I aminformed that a large number of Senators 
have privately examined the resolution, and I do not expect any con- 
siderable opposition to it. If it should turn out that it is a matter of 
serious controversy, I shall not press it at that time. 

INDEMNITY TO CHINESE SUBJECTS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no ‘‘ 
resolutions’’ the Calendar is now in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 2225) to indemnify certain subjects of the Chinese 
Empire for losses sustained by the violence of a mob at Rock Springs, in 
the Territory of Wyoming, in September, 1885. 

The motion was agreed to. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD LANDS. 

Mr. DOLPH. I ask leave to make a statement at this time. I had 
intended to get the floor and was watching the expiration of the morn- 
ing business to move to take up for consideration the bill to forfeit cer- 
tain unearned lands granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. 
Ishall be obliged to leave the city to-morrow morning to be absent the 
restof the week. Inasmuch as this motion has prevailed, I ask unan- 
imous consent that that bill may be taken up for consideration imme- 
diately after the regular morning business on Monday next. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Oregon asks unan- 
imous consent of the Senate that the bill (S. 2172) restoring to the 
United States certain of the lands granted to the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company to aid in the construction of a railroad from Lake Su- 
perior to Puget Sound, and to restore the same to settlement, and for 
other purposes, be postponed until Monday next and be taken up im- 
Is there objec- 


concurrent or other 


tion ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I do not object, but I should like t 
quiry, if that is in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not debatable. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I do not propose to debate it, but I should like 
to understand what the rights of a Senator may be when a question of 
this kiad is asked for consideration, whether it is competent and proper 
and in order for a Senator to ask for some information from a Senator 
makin; @ proposition. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. All inquiries are in the nature of 
debate strictly, according to the rules. if the Senator asks unanimous 
consent he may proceed if there is no objection. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I merelyrise to ask forinformation. The Sena- 
tor from Oregon requests that the Northern Pacific bill be taken up 
after the routine business on Monday morning. Is it understood that 
it will be continued after 2 o’clock that day? 

Mr. DOLPH. I should be pleased to have it continued. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I do not object, but I do not wish it to inter- 
fere with the railroad Jand-grant taxation bill. 

Mr. DOLPH. That is understood. I do not intend to antagonize 
that or the bill for the repeal of the pre-emption laws after 2 o’clock. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Very well. 


» make an in- 
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INDEMNITY TO CHINESE SUBJECTS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill taken upon motion of the | Port, I have thought it due to myself as well as others th 


Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs] is before the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. Its title will be stated. 

The Cuter CLerk. A bill (8. 2225) to indemnify certain subjects 
of the Chinese Empire for losses sustained by the violence of a mob at 
Rock Springs, in the Territory of Wyoming, in September, 1885. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. The Senator from New York [Mr. 
EVARTS] spoke to me some twenty minutes ago in reference to this bill 
and said he desired to discuss it but was obliged to go over to the House 
of Representatives for a short time. He did not suppose the bill would 
come up until after 1 o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New York ex- 
pressed a desire to have the bill taken up, and no doubt by the time 
the Senator from Oregon is through he will be back. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Mr. President—— 

Mr. VOORHEES. There was some misunderstanding here in regard 
to the disposition of the bill for the forfeiture of the land grant of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad. I did not hear very distinctly, and in fact 
the Senate was in a good deal of confusion. I should have no objection 
whatever to the bill going over until Monday; yet I as well as the 
Senator from Oregon [Mr. DoLPH] will have to be absent and I am to 
leave the city on Saturday to be gone some days, and the Senator from 
Mississippi (' Mr. GEORGE] and I desire to submit some remarks upon 
the measure; I rose to suggest that the matter might be taken up and 
discussed to-day, subject to the 2-o’clock rule, and then let it go over 
until Monday, if that be agreeable to the Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. DOLPH. I have no objection. I intended to move to take up 
the bill to-day and discuss it, as has been done on previous days, until 
2 o’clock; but the Senator from Vermont made a motion that another 
bill be taken up for consideration to-day. I am compelled to go with 
my family, who are about to sail for Europe, to-morrow, to be absent 
the rest of the week, and I asked unanimous consent that the bill might 
be taken up after the routine business on Monday morning for consid- 
eration. I have no objection to its being taken up if the Senator de- 
sires to make remarks, and having charge of the bill I should like to 
be present when it is acted on. 

Mr. VOORHEES. If it be permitted to occupy the time of the 
Senate for the next hour it will accomplish the object I have in view. 

Mr. DOLPH. I shall have no objection to its being taken up in my 
absence for the purpose of submitting remarks. 

Mr. VOORHEES. If the Senator from Oregon would not object, in- 
asmuch as the Calendar has the right of way now, I would ask that 
unanimous consent be given to take it up to-morrow after the expira- 
tion of the morning business until 2 o’clock for discussion. 

Mr. DOLPH. I should have no objection to that except, of course, 
having charge of the bill, I prefer to be present when it is considered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I can notgive unanimous consent in this stage of 
the Senate’s business to anything being taken up merely for discussion. 
Undoubtedly it will happen to-morrow or next day that the Senator 
from Indiana, if he desires to go away, can get then unanimous con- 
sent to occupy a short time; but for the Senate in advance to make 
what is a special order for general discussion, I must object to. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Then I give notice that after the conclusion of 
the morning business to-morrow I shall ask the Senate to allow the 
Northern Pacific bill to be taken up that I may submit some remarks. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon has the 


floor on the pending bill. 
I ask for the reading of the bill. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read at length. 


The Secretary read as follows: 


Be it enacted, éc., Thatthe President of the United States shall ascertain the 
actual loss and damage inflicted upon the person and property of Chinese sub- 
jects by the violence of a mob of lawless and riotous persons at and near Rock 
Springs, in Wyoming Territory, on or about the 2d day of September, 1885; and 
for this purpose he may detail such officers of the United Statesas he may desig- 
nate, not exceeding three in number, to investigate and take the testimony of 
witnesses as to the nature and extent of the damage done to the person and 
property of Chinese subjects, and, in connection therewith, may consider the 
testimony already taken and reports made, subject to the cross-examination of 
the witnesses, if deemed , and such other proof as may be submitted 
to them by the Government of China, They shall report the estimate of the 
damages sustained by each person, and the testimony, to the Secretary te 
within six months from the approval of this act, which time may be extended 
not exceeding six months by the order of the President, and the same shall be 
examined by the Secretary of State; and thereupen the President shall award 
to each person so injured the sum that he shall consider to be just in view of 
the evidence and report so presented to him. 

Src, 2. That the aggregate amount so awarded by the President, not exceed- 
ing $150,000, shall be paid by the Secretary of the Treasury, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise ted, to the envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary for China at Washington, in full satisfaction and dis- 
charge of the injuries to person and property inflicted upon subjects of the 
Chinese Empine; and the sum of $5,000, or so much thereofas may be necessary, 
is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to be disbursed under the direction of the Secretary of State, to pay 
the expenses necessarily incurred for traveling or other expenses under the 
provisions of this act. 


Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Mr. President, inasmuch as this meas- 
ure has been reported from a committee of the most distin- 
guished Senators of this body, and which committee is presided over 
the honorable President of this body, and inasmuch as that report 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATHE. 





JUNE 3, 


unanimous, and as I am unable to concur in the bill or give it my; 
at I shonia 
state my reasons as briefly as possible for not supporting the a = 

Mr. President, under no circumstances, from ne conceivab|e «:.,,) 
point, nor forany reason can the Wyoming massacre be either pall ated 
or excused, much less justified. However much we may dep! ao 
fact of the existence in this country or any part of it of objections). 
antagonistic, and non-assimilating race elements, whose presence ¢¢»,,, 
to riot, anarchy, and bloodshed, when the blow comes, from whatey,, 
source it may come, and human rights are stricken down, the civ) |,, 
overridden, the public peace disturbed, private property destroyed «4 
human life sacrificed, humanity, law, civilization have but oné voice t, 
utter against the perpetrators, and that is of unqualified and ahsoly:, 
condemnation. mm 

Whatever may be said of the undesirability of the presence of Chi- 
nese in this country, or of that of any other obnoxious element, th, 
massacre of twenty-eight of the Chinese race at Wyoming on Septem. 
ber 2 last by mob violence is as inexcusable, reprehensible, defense|ecs 
and cowardly as was the recent act of anarchist alien fiends, who a fey 
days since, with civilization proscribed weapons, scattered death andj 
destruction among the preservers of the peace in the streets of Chicago, 
Mob violence in this country, however great the provocation, or whether. 
as is too often the case, without any provocation whatever, should re. 
ceive the unqualified and emphatic condemnation of every citizen of the 
Republic, both native and foreign-born, whether the representative of 
labor or capital. 

On the preservation and vindication of the majety of the law at all 
times and under all circumstances must the people of America ever 
rely as upon a rock of enduring safety for the ceeevetion and per- 
petuity, not only of the rights of property and life, but also the prin- 
ciples of human liberty and free institutions. This great barrier 
against ruthless and dangerous invasion once broken down, or impaired 
in vitalizing force and effect, and the security of the public peace, the 
protection of public and private property, and the preservation of hu- 
man life become -proportionately weakened, subjected to imminent 
peril, and more readily exposed to the rage and fury of those disturb- 
ing and abnormal elements of society, whose mission on earth seems 
to be the dethronement of law and order, the establishment of lawless- 
ness and confusion, and who, in the language of Cowper, ‘‘spread an- 
archy and terror all around.’’ 

And let it not be supposed for one moment that the people of the 
Pacific coast who have felt the infectious and paralyzing touch of Asiatic 
invasion, and who by reason of actual experience have been enabled to 
rise to the importance of the situation in reference to that grave subject, 
and who to-day with one voice demand absolute exclusion in the fu- 
ture—one petition alone to this Congress demanding absolute prohi- 
bition containing over 50,000 names—are for this or any other reason 
any less earnest in their patriotic determination to maintain to the extent 
of their power, at all times and under all circumstances, in every le- 
gitimate and proper way, the preservation of the public peace, and the 
protection of the individual rights of life, limb, and property of every 
human being rightfally within our borders, whether native or foreign- 
born, citizen or alien, white, black, red, or yellow. 

Unfortunately a somewhat contrary impression of the motives, incli- 
nations, intentions, and actions of the people of the Pacific States and 
Territories has been created here and elsewhere in the East through 
the unwarranted and unjustifiable misrepresentations of a portion ot 
the public press, and by those prompted by sinister motives and for 
selfish ends, but ail such misrepresentations are gross and indefensible 
libels upon as brave, peaceable, law-abiding, and as courageous and in- 
telligent communities as any to be found east of the Rocky Mountains. 
They, irrespective of party, with one emphatic voice condemn the Wy- 
oming outrage. No portion of the American people more deeply de- 
plore this stain on the otherwise fair name of Wyoming than they. 
That this gross overturning of the law and violation of human rights 
did not occur within the territory of the Pacific States or Territories 
is to them a source of supreme self-co tulation. None more regret 
fully than they learned of this wanton destruction of human lite. 

No portion of the people of this Republic would more readily tha. 
they undo, if they had the power, this sad occurrence in our history, 
or wipe by any lawful means at their command this blot from the rec- 
ords of the past. None more heartily than they sympathized with the 
victims of that injustifiable outrage. Butthedeed isdone. 1 he out- 
rage is unfortunately already a part of our recorded history, of por)? 
more properly speaking, of the history of the Territory of Wyom%. 
The past is irrevocable. " 

The lives of those that perished are beyond human recall. What- 
ever of property was destroyed by the torch or otherwise can not be 
resurrected from its ashes. Hence we are met with a demand for 
national indemnity. It is proposed by the bill under consideration ; 
take from the Treasury of the United States the sum of $150,()) anv 
turn it over to whom? Not to eee notion ee 
property, not to the legal representatives enty-eig ee 
nate victims who lost their lives at the hands of the mob, but to ‘he 
Chinese minister and the Chinese Government. ee 

Hence it becomes pertinent to inquire by virtue of what obliget\® 
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or under what pretense of authority is this to be done. By reason of 
what conventional stipulation, or principle of international law, or 
national — or international comity is the American Congress 
to do this thing? at ie 

It is not pretended by the distinguished premier who suggested it, 
by the Chief Executive who recommended it, or by the honorable 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of this Senate in so far as we are advised 
by any report from that committee accompanying the measure, and 
which committee now demand its passage in pari materia with more re- 
strictive Chinese legislation, that the United States is in any manner, 
eithen by treaty stipulation with the Chinese Government, by any prin- 
ciple of nati or international law, under any legal obligation what- 
ever to make such indemnity. If such an obligation existed even by 
the remotest implication I should be the last to hesitate a moment to 
vote the indemnity. 

I would maintain inviolate every treaty stipulation so long as the 
treaty is not abrogated by act of Congress or the concurrent agreement 
of the two governments. I would violate no rule of international law, 
no requirement exacted by the comity of nations, no established prae 
tice or precedents intended to be precedents in the line of our own 
pation, or any existing provision or requirement of Federal law. I 
would break no plighted faith, resist no rightfuldemand. If by any 
of the claims suggested the tax-payers of this Republic are properly 
charged with payment of this indemnity, then good faith requires that 
itshould be promptly paid. But this, with all due deference to the 
distinguished committee reporting this measure, I must insist is not so. 
There is no pretense here, as I have intimated, either by the honorable 
Secretary of State, the President of the United States, or the distin- 
guished committee which reported this bill, that it is so. 

Entering as is our nation on what would seem to be an era of unrest, 
the legitimate consequence of the constant influx to our midst of the 
most objectionable alien element of Europe and Asia, becoming as we 
are every day more liable to sporadic inflictions of mob violence at the 
hands of an idle, irresponsible, and dangerous alien element, who in 
many instances in the sacred name of labor and the rights of man 
would strike down law, inaugurate anarchy, destroy property, and sac- 
rifice human life, it might be well before the Congress of the United 
States in the name of statesmanship, and of that exalted and somewhat 
etherial notion of international courtesy and grace, which is sometimes 
misleading, to pause and inquire what the precedent is that is about 
to be established by the American Congress in the passage of the pend- 
‘ng measure. 

Is it one upon, which this nation can afford to stand in justice to its 
own citizens, and its well-established theories of international law in 
its dealings with the governments of earth, in the coming years that 
shall mark our national existence? Shall we now in the dawn of this 
new era of internal discord, when for the first time in our national ex- 
istence we are called upon to contend with the socialistic and anarchical 
elements, heretofore unknown in this country, and so dangerous to the 
peace of our communities, and when more tkan ever before our large 
cities are subjected to the devastating influences and destructive con- 
sequences of mob violence, particularly in the States east of the Rocky 
Mountains, and when the private property of the millions of aliens 
within our borders, as also that of our own citizens, is in greater dan- 
ger than ever before of thetorch of the communist and anarch- 
ist, the doctrine enunciated in the pending measure? 

Whatis the precise question involved? What do the honorable Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs of this Senate propose? The proposition 
stripped of every element of disguise, and stated in its real nakedness 
and —— attitude, is simply and purely this: That the Government 
of the United States will indemnify a foreign government for and on 
account of losses sustained by reason of mob violence by subjects of 
such foreign government, aliens to our Government, who have volun- 
tarily come to our shores, committed against their lives and property 
by other alien residents, subjects of other foreign powers, in open vio- 
lation of our domestic laws, and when connected with neither the as- 
sailants nor the assailed was there any official representative of either 
government, nor was there any public property or national emblem of 
either government in any manner whatever involved. 





That is the tion. In other words, we are called upon to vote 
a national ty to the Chinese Government for and on accouat of 


losses sustained and injuries suffered by certain of their subjects in this 
country at the hands of a mob, in which neither American official nor 
American citizens i and of which they had no knowledge, 
but which was com exclusively of Swedish and Welsh resident 
aliens, That this can be done upon any other theory, or can be sus- 
tained by any other principle than that of national charity, public gen- 
eo without the slightest support whatever from any 
or international law or treaty obligation, I most 
and emphatically deny; and the precedent you are about to 
, however strong may be your protestation, that it shall 
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not be as a precedent, will, I doubt not, in the next one hun- 
dred years of our history, Geli tebdaiedahdie doen of the national 
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8 in times without number, and at the vaults of the national 
, demand of our posterity, that the precedents of the fathers 
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be observed, though the people of the Republic, native and foreign born, 
be taxed to the tune of millions in order to meet the demand and main- 
tain the precedent of to-day in indemnifying alien governments for 
losses their alien resident subjects in this country may sustain at the 
hands of mobs composed of other irresponsible bands of unnaturalized 
foreigners who may set our laws at defiance, unfurl the red flag in our 
midst, and engage in the destruction of life and property, as did the 
Swedish and Welsh aliens at Rock Springs. 

But in considering this question it is well to bear in mind that the 
demand for this indemnity does not come from the Chinese Government 
in the form of an appeal to the gracious and humane sensibilities of 
mankind and the charitable disposition and gracious action of our Gov- 
ernment. If this were so there might in the light of the abhorrent 
attributes of the outrage complained of be some justification on the 
score of morals and humanity and national sympathy for the proposed 
appropriation. But this is not so. The claim upon the part cf the 
Chinese minister is based upon an asserted right resulting from an al- 
leged reciprocal obligation on the part of the United States to indemnify 
the Chinese subjects who suffered loss at Rock Springs. He bases this 
claim of reciprocal obligations mainly on the action of the Chinese 
Government in sundry instances in the past wherein indemnity has 
been made for the losses of American citizens in China. 

This, it is confidently submitted, is a claim that can not be main- 
tained, as has been most ably demonstrated by every Secretary of State 
who has ever discussed the subject, including Webster, Marcy, Fish, 
Evarts, Blaine, and Bayard, and, without any reflection upon any of 
the others, it may be truthfully said by none more ably than Secre- 
tary Bayard in his exhaustive and unanswerable reply of February 18 
last to the demand of Cheng Tsa Ju, the Chinese minister at Washing- 
ton. It is to be regretted, however, that so able, dignified, and mas- 
terly a defense of the American doctrine on this subject should be, in 
a sense, weakened and destroyed, as it seems to me it has been, by the 
suggestion in its conclusion that the President recommend Congress 
that, to use his own language— 





Not as under obligation of treaty or principle of international law, butsolely 
from a sentiment of generosity and equity to an innocent and unfortunate body 
of men, subjects of a friendly power, * * * it may be reasonably a subject 


for the benevolent consideration of Congress, whether, with the distinct under- 
standing that no precedent is thereby created, or liability for want of enforce- 
ment of police jurisdiction in the Territories, they will not, ex gratia, grant pe- 
cuniary relief to the sufferers in the case now before us to the extent of the value 
of the property of which they were so outrageously deprived to the grave dis- 
credit of republican institutions. 


So, too, the President, in his recent message of March 2, and in pur- 
suance of the recommendations of which this legislation is proposed, 
denies in the most emphatic terms the existence of any reciprocal ob- 
ligation on the part of the United States Government to indemnify 
the Chinese subjects who suffered at Rock Springs; but following the 
suggestion of his Secretary he brings that suggestion approvingly to 
the attention of Congress, and asa result we now are about to do, on the 
unanimousrecommendation of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of this 
body, that which the late Secretary Evarts, nowa distinguished member 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of this Senate; the late Secretary 
Blaine, the late distinguished candidate of the Republican party for 
President of the United States; Secretary Bayard, the present Secre- 
tary of State, and President Cleveland have each and all in their 
turn officially, following in the footsteps of their no less illustrious 
predecessors, demonstrated by the most conclusive, able, and unan- 
swerable arguments we have no right to do. And this is called states- 
manship! 

If this appropriation is made it must have for its justification one or 
more of the following three reasons, or for its excuse a fourth reason as 
hereinafter suggested. The only three grounds on which it can possi- 
bly be justified in the sense of discharging a legal obligation are the 
following: 

First. The existence of conventional stipulations between the two 
governments creating a reciprocal obligation upon the part of the United 
States to make indemnity in such a case; or an absolute treaty cove- 
nant to make indemnity in cases of the character under consideration. 

Second. International obligation resulting from the principle of the 
good neighborhood of nations and arising out of the good faith of gov- 
ernments to each other to provide indemnity in cases of the character 
of that under consideration. 

Third. An obligation resulting from some provision or requirement 
of some Federal statute. 

The only ground upon which the proposed action may be excused, 
if at all, is: 

Fourth. A moral obligation created and supported, not by any legal 
requirement, but resting alone on the gracious sentiment of generosity 
and national sympathy, and the discharge of which can be nothing 
more nor less than an act of national charity, pure and simple. 

At first glance it may seem to some that if we exact indemnity from 
China for injuries inflicted on our citizers in that country and for prop- 
erty destroyed by mobs, the reciprocal obligation exists upon our Gov- 
ernment to indemnify the Chinese Government or its subjects from our 
national Treasury for injuries received by Chinese subjects here. On 
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reflection, however, the reasons why this is not so and can not possi- 
bly in the very nature of the case be so will be seen at a glance. It re- 
sults in the first place and mainly from the absolutely diverse stracture 
of the two governments, which are so essentially and widely different 
in their respective political organisms and functional powers, and in 
their machinery and modes respectively of protecting private rights and 
redressing private wrongs, and all of which essential and radical differ- 
ences have been fully recognized by both governments in every treaty 
entered into between the two states, commencing with that of 1844 and 
extending through those of 1858, and known as our commercial treaty, 
and 1868, known as the Burlingame treaty, and ending with that of 
1880, known as the ‘‘emigration-restriction treaty.’’ And these radi- 
cal differences between the two governments in and of themselves inter- 
pose an absolute barrier against any attempt that might have been 
made to make the conventional stipulations between the two govern- 
ments in any respect reci > 

No such attempt was ever made. They are not and could not in 
the very nature of the case be reciprocal. There never was a time in 
the history of the two nations when the rights, and privileges, and 
immunities of American citizens in China bore any comparison in re- 
spect of extent, or scope, or value to those enjoyed by Chinese subjects 
in the United States. In the one case they were surrounded by every 
manner of restriction both as to locality of residence and otherwise; 
while in the latter the rights, and privileges, and immunities extended 
to and enjoyed by Chinese subjects in this country were, until the 
treaty of 1880, unrestrained in any shape, manner, or form, either as 
to place of residence or otherwise; and they were accorded, as all now 
here are accorded, every right of protection of life, and limb, and prop- 
erty that is accorded by our system of laws to any other alien resident, 
or in fact to any of our own citizens, and every political and personal 
right enjoyed by any other alien of the most favored nation. Even 
prior to our first treaty with China, that of 1844, at a time when no 
American citizen could rightfully, or with any degree of safety to life, 
or limb, or property, enter Chinese territory, the subjects of that em- 
pire had the right in unlimited numbers to come to and reside in any 
part of our vast domain, and while here receive the same protection of 
our laws in life and limb and property that were accorded to subjects 
of the most favored nation or to any of our own citizens: 

Prior to the Burlingame treaty it is true no formal right by treaty 
stipulation or otherwise was in express terms accorded to Chinese sub- 
jects to come to this country, but it must be remembered that none 
such was necessary, as around this land of freedom, this asylum for the 
oppressed, this home of the adventurer and hiding-place of the crim- 
inals, mendicants, and contagion-stricken of earth as well, no Chinese 
wall had been erected. Our doors, until the treaty of 1880, which in 
a measure provided for the restriction of Chinese immigration, were 
open to all the millions of all the nations of the earth—king and peas- 
ant, freeman and slave, millionaire and pauper, honest yeoman and wan- 
dering sloth, vigorous, energetic, industrious men, and the palsied, lep- 
rous, loathsome wrecks of living deaths. 

While prior to the treaty of 1830, as has been intimated, Chinese of 
all classes and without limit as to number or character could come to 
and reside in any part or portion of the territory of the United States, 
engage in any business, occupation, or profession, “‘go and come of 
their own free will and accord,’’ and were entitled to and received the 
protection of all domestic laws in reference to the rights of life, limb, 
and property enjoyed by American citizens; during all these years 
American citizens, and certain classes only of these, enjoyed and enjoy 
no more to-day, the meager privilege of entering the sacred precincts of 
Chinese territory, alone for the purposes of trade only prior to the ex- 
istence of the Burlingame treaty, and since then only for the purposes 
of trade, curiosity, or as teachers, and then only in a few certain speci- 
fied localities, which are chosen, in the language of the treaty, by 
“having due regard to the feelings of the people in the location 
thereof.’ . 

This was the precise state of the case prior to the treaty of 1880. There 
was in the situation and in the various international stipulations prior 
to that date no essential ingredient of reciprocity. There was on the 
contrary an entire absence of every element necessary to the creation 
of reciprocal ‘obligations. Nor was the situation in this respect in the 
least changed by the stipulations of the treaty of 1880, inasmach as this 
last treaty, while guaranteeing in express terms to all Chinese students, 
teachers, merchants, and those moved by curiosity, who might desire to 
come to the United States from China, and also to all Chinese laborers 
then in this country, and which was but anaffirmation of rights, the ex- 
istence of which could not under oar system be denied before, the right to 
‘‘go and come of their own free will and accord,’”’ and in addition every 
right possessed by citizens or subjects of the most favored nation, that 
treaty is as silent as the graveinso far as isconcerned look- 
ing to equal, orsimilar, ——— rightsof American citi- 
zens in China, or which would give enlargement of scope to the restricted 
rights, privileges, and immunities theretofore possessed by or extended 


the other, and which, it must be confessed, will bear no comparison the 
one with the other in any respect whatever, when considered in the |; tht 
of reciprocal obligation, bold and audacious indeed must be the ~ pre- 
sentative of that government who would with earnestness in his diplo- 
matic capacity, and by elaborate and labored argument insist that {}), 
obligations of the two governments were in virtue of these treaty st ip- 
ulations, or in virtue of their international relations in any respect. what- 
ever dependent or reciprocal. Yet such is the attitude of the Chinese 
Government to-day. Such is the demand of the Chinese minister; anq 
while denying in emphatic terms and with extended arguments the ten. 
ability and justice of this claim, we, at the same time, propose by this 
legislation to repudiate our own argaments, deny our own position, f,)- 
sify our established theories, and with uncovered heads, in the presence 
of the mandarins of the Mongolian Empire, publicly avow our comp! icity 
with the mobs of irresponsible aliens in Wyoming—acknowledye our 
national guilt, and meekly, quietly, and graciously submit to the i!leg,| 
demand. 

Bat waiving for the present the question of reciprocity, what are the 
actual stipulations in the Burlingame treaty or in any of our treaties 
with China that could by any possibility be brought to bear in any pos- 
sible manner favorably upon the question of the liability of the United 
States to make indemnity in the case of the sufferers at Rock Springs 

Article VI of the Burlingame treaty provides as follows: 

Chinese subjects, visiting or residing in the United States, shall enjoy the same 
privileges, immunities, and exemptions in respect of travel or residence as may 
there be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation. P 

While Article III of the treaty of November 17, 1880, contains the 
following: 

If Chinese laborers or Chinese of any other class, now either permanently or 
temporarily residing in the territory of the United States, meet with i!!-treat- 
ment at the hands of any other persons the Government of the United States 
will exert all its power to devise measures for their protection and to secure (o 
them the same rights, privileges, immunities, and exemptions as may be enjoyed 
by the citizens or su of the most favored nation, and to which they are en- 
titled by treaty. 

But surely it can not with any degree of propriety be said that these 
stipulations clothe a Chinese subject with any other, greater, or more 
enlarged rights or privileges than are possessed by any alien resident 
subjects of any other nationality. These are but declarations of a rule 
that has existed since the foundation of our Government, and under 
which aliens of all lands and every nationality are placed on a plane of 
exact equality in the matter of favor by our domestic law. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I interrupt the Senator? 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I call the attention of my distinguished 
friend to all this line of Chinese treaties to which he has referred and 
ask whether it is not stated in article 14 of the treaty of 1844 and arti- 
cle 11 of the treaty of 1858 and in all these treaties that where mo) 
violence intervenes the authorities of the respective countries will use 
every exertion to bring the criminals to punishment? And then in 
connection with that (which we all understand is in all these treaties 
as it ought to be) I wish to ask whether any of the persons concerned 
in the Rock Springs have been brought to punishment, and 
whether it is not stated in our official reports that it is totally imprac- 
ticable to do anything about that? 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. There is no doubt that it is the daty 
of this Government under theseveral treaty stipulations referred to by 
the honorable Senator from Vermont to do everything in its power to 
protect these people in this country and to bring the offenders to pun- 
ishment. I have no doubt about that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Have we done it? 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. The mere fact that there may be s 
failure to find an indictment in a given case where the proper nec- 
essary, and appropriate judicial tribunal has been established, would, 
it seems to me, be no reason for saying that they would have a right to 
resort to the national Treasury for indemnity. , 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But the question I put to my friend is this, and it 
is in order that the Senate and the people of the United States may know 
how the fact is: I wish to know, there having been twenty-five or thirty of 
the Chinese killed and fifteen or twenty others badly wounded, and p1op- 
erty, as it is said, to the amount of $150,000 destroyed by a mob of two 
or three hundred persons, whether any one of the two or three hundred 
persons who composed this mob has been brought to justice as a fact’ 

Mr. of Oregon. I do not know whether they have or 
not; but I will say to the Senator from Verment that under our policy 
and under our system of laws there is but one way to determine whether 


part of governments as in the case of Great Britain about the rebel 
cruisers and as other nations have claimed as against us. One nation 
as between itself and another is not bound by the internal autonomy 
of that state, but it looks to the body of the nation to carry out 15 
obligations, and if they have not the judicial means to do it, for one 
reason or another, the nation that is injured is not bound by the failure 
of the nation whose committed the injury. 

of . The Senator from Vermont asked me 
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a question the other day in regard to what I thought ought to be done 
in case @ mob should commit certain violence in Canada. It will be 
time enough to settle those questions when they come up. Weare now 
discussing the question as to whether we are liable to China in this par- 
tienlar case to make national indemnity out of the national funds; and 
| feel that we have no right to assume that the judicial tribunals of 
this country will not afford relief. I ask my friend from Vermont, in- 
asmuch as no part of this appropriation, as I understand, is to indem- 
nify for lives lost, but is simply for property destroyed, whether he 
knows whether or not a civil suit of any kind or character has ever 
been commenced by any Chinese subject who suffered loss at the hands 
of the mob at Rock Springs? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not know of any, and I suppose that none 
has been brought, because when it was seen after a year or more has 
now gone by that the public strength of the Government there was not 
sufficient to bring, in a criminal way, any one of this mob into the 

resence of a court of justice even, the poor Chinaman would feel that 
it would be rather hopeless for him to employ even so distinguished a 
man as my friend from Oregon as his counsel to bring a private suit, 
and particularly if he be dead. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. That is an evasion of the question. 
As I understand, this appropriation, as I said a moment ago, is intended 
in no partieular to be a recompense to anybody, either the legal repre- 
sentatives of those who lost their lives or the Chinese Government for 
men who lost their lives, but is intended purely and wholly to in- 
demnify, not the representatives of anybody so far as individuals are 
conce but to indemnify the Chinese Government for property lost 
and destroyed by certain Chinese subjects at Rock Springs. 

Now, I say it is pertinent, especially is it pertinent in answer to the 
inquiries propounded to me by the Senator from Vermont, to inquire 
whether any of these Chinese subjects who suffered loss of property at 
Rock Springs by reason of this mob haveever attempted in any shape, 
manner, or form to appeal to the judicial tribunals of Wyoming for 
vindication; and if they have not as a matter of fact, then we have no 
right to assume here that in case they did appeal they would fail to get 
justice. So far as I am concerned I have yet to learn that there has 
been any civil suit brought by anybody. 

Referring now to thé clause of the treaty, which I last read, I say that 
the most can be said with reference to these treaty stipulations, 
or the highest office that can possibly be imputed tothem, is that while 
conferring no new or peculiar rights not possessed by other aliens, they 
may perhaps be held as constituting a pledge, or conferring something 
in the nature of a special privilege which in the event of ill-treatment 
would require not indemnity, but this Government to ‘' exert all its 
power to devise measures for their protection,’’ which would secure to 
them those rights in the future to which they are in common with each 
and every other alien resident of thiscountry justly entitled. Only this, 
no more. 

That is to say to enact such laws, create such judicial tribunals, and 
take such legitimate governmental steps as will secure to these subjects 
the rights and privileges under proper and uniform forms of law, and 
appropriate remedial tribunals, already attaching to them equally with 
every other foreigner residing in this country. But that these provis- 
ions in any manner impose an obligation upon the United States to 
indemnify for losses sustained by reason of infractions of our local and 
domestic laws by lawless and irresponsible mobs, can not for one mo- 
ment be maintained. Nor has there been any discrimination whatever 
of an unfavorable character against the Chinese, or which in any man- 
ner discriminates against them in any of the laws of this country, 
State, national, or Territorial, save and except such Federal laws as 
have been enacted by Congress relating to the restriction of Chinese 
immigration, and these, as we all know, were enacted in pursuance of 
stipulations, while in other ts they are favored, not per- 
above other alien residents, but absolutely above citizens of our 
the matter of the selection of those tribunals through 
may seek redress of private wrongs or the enforcement of 

The Chinaman who has suffered wrong in this 
to seek a remedy in the courts may select at his 
or State court, whereas to citizens of our own coun- 
controversies with citizens in the same State the right toa 
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very frequently the alien has the right to have his case 
oe Court of the United States, while in a pre- 
Similar case the citizen of this country must be content with the 


court. 
Here, then, for the investigation and redress of injuries to the life and 
limb and property of resident Chinese subjects are established courts, 
judicial tribunals—Federal, and Territorial—always open alike 
to the Chinese resident, other and our own citizens, having 
complete jurisdiction — ample _— to oo a complete 

very precludes every supposi- 

tion tothe effect that fora private injury to life, or limb, or property suf- 
fered within our jurisdiction there 
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the Federal court is denied except in special cases, and thus | 
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Bat how sttangely different is the case with our citizens in China! 
What judicial system has that empire to which our citizens can appeal 
for redress when they have suffered injuries? To what tribunals can 
they resort for protection and indemnification? What power attaches 
to those extraterritorial tribunals established for the protection of their 
own citizens and subjects by those powers in treaty stipulations with 
China, to take jurisdiction of or determine questions as to the liability 
of China to aliens? None, whatever. American citizens, therefore, in 
China are entirely helpless, absolutely remediless in the matter of re- 
dress for injuries committed on them in so far as any appeal to estab- 
lished judicial tribunals in that country isconcerned. Hence it is that 
their remedy, and their only just and proper remedy, is by a demand 
through the home Government on the Chinese Government for national 
indemnity. 

It has been said elsewhere in advocacy of a measure similar to the 
one under discussion that our Government has in the past been con- 
sistent in the one thing of proclaiming through our State Department 
bad law on this question, while action has invariably been mght, and 
in direct conflict with the position assumed and advocated from time to 
time byourGovernment. And therefvre itis concluded that while our 
diplomatic theory has been one thing, and our legislative and diplo- 
matic action has been quite another, and on the assumption that our 
action has been right and our theory wrong, that the precedent has 
been firmly established in this country in favor of the policy proposed 
by the pending bill. This, however, can hardly be said to be true, and 
for two reasons: 

First. In glancing back through the diplomatic and legislative his- 
tory of this Government in so far as its affirmative action has been con- 
cerned, as contradistinguished from the theory it has advovated in 
reference to this and cognate questions, it will be observed that in 
nearly, if not quite every case wherein national indemnity has been 
recommended by the executive and administrative departments of the 
Government in approximate and similar cases, and that recommenda- 
tion has been adopted and acted upon by Congress, there has been some 
ingredient of either official or national delinquency on our part in ad- 
vance of the alleged injury and which in whole or in part led up to it 
on the one hand, or on the other some official or property attached to 
or belonging to the government making the demand, or some emblem 
or insignia of its nationality has been in some way injured, assailed or 
involved in the outrage in reference to which the indemnity is claimed. 
As, for instance, in the case of the New Orleans and Key West riots of 
1851, when the Spanish consulate was entered and plundered, as also 
the office of the Spanish newspaper, La Union, including also, it is true, 
several coffee houses, tobacco stores and other property, and which 
riots moreover grew out of a high state of public feeling as the result 
of the shooting of fifty Americans by Spanish authorities while aiding 
in the attempted insurrection in Cuba. 

But even in that case, in which an insult was inflicted on the Span- 
ish flag, our Government, by its then Secretary of State, Mr. Webster, 
strongly and ably drew the distinction between injuries that consti- 
tuted an insult to the Spanish flag and those which merely affected the 
property of Spanish subjects, and insisted that inasmuch as the out- 
rage “‘was one perpetrated by a mob, composed of irresponsible per- 
sons, the names of none of whom were known to the Government,’’ 
and inasmuch as ‘“‘ neither any officer nor agent of the Governme at of 
the United States, high or low, nor any officer of the State of Louisiana, 
high or low, or of the municipal government of the city of New Or- 
leans, took any part in the proceedings, or gave it any degree of counte- 
nance whatever,’’ that while the Spanish consul might claim special 
indemnity, the ordinary Spanish subjects who had come to this coun- 
try to mingle with our owncitizens and here pursue their private busi- 
ness and objects were not entitled to such indemnity, but on the con- 
trary must seek their remedy alike with our own citizens, some of 
whom at the same time suffered at the hands of this identical mob, in 
the judicial tribunals of our country. 

And in pursuance of this position of Mr. Webster, the then President 
of the United States, Mr. Fillmore, in his annual message to Congress 
in December, 1851, made the following recommendation: ‘* That pro- 
vision be made for such indemnity to him (the Spanish consul) asa 
just regard for the honor of the nation and the respect which is due to 
a friendly power, in your judgment seem to require,’’ but declined to 
make any recommendation for the indemnity of ordinary Spanish res- 
idents who suffered by the same mob. 

It is true indemnity was subsequently made by Congress, but how 
and with what protestation? And this brings me, secondly, to remark 
that an examination of the records will show, I think, in every case 
perhaps wherein indemnity has been actually made in any case in any 
respect similar in its facts to the Wyoming riots, it has been distinctly 
and positively asserted and accompanied with a distinct and emphatic 
protestation when recommended, that it was not made in pursuance 
of any legal obligation, or by virtue of any obligation resulting from 
treaty stipulation, or principle of international law, and thatsuch action 
was not to be regarded as 2 precedent in the future. 

This was the position of Secretary Webster, President Fillmore, and 
Senator Macon, then chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
of this body, when indemnity was, under such protestations and decla- 








rations, finally made toSpanish subjects for injuries received in the riots 
at New Orleans and Key West. And in the case we are now consider- 
ing, as has been seen, both Secretary Bayard and the President, while 
recommending the indemnity, distinctly and ably avow and insist by 
elaborate argument that there is no legal obligation, and the United 
States is not, to use the language of the able Secretary, under “‘ any 
obligation of treaty or international law,’’ to make it, but on the con- 
trary they place it wholly and distinctly on the ground, to again use 
the language of the distinguished Secretary, of “a sentiment of gen- 
erosity and pity to an innocent and unfortunate body of men, subjects 
of a friendly power,’’ and protest that if indemnity is made it shall 
be, and I again quote the language of the Secretary— 

With the distinct understanding that no precedent is thereby created or lia- 
bility for want of proper enforcement of police jurisdiction in the Territories— 

While the President in his message transmitting the demand of the 
Chinese Government and the suggestions of the Secretary of State at- 
tracts the special attention of Congress to that portion of the Secre- 
tary’s letter from which I have just quoted and gives it his unquali- 
fied approval. 

The proposed appropriation then of $150,000 as Chinese indemnity is 
not because of any legal obligation to make it, not because any reciprocal 
claim demands it, not because any principle of international law or any 
conventional stipulations require it, but, on the contrary, is confessedly 
an act of charity and of pure benevolence. For one, while I would give 
to every Chinaman now in this country that full and complete protection 
of life and limb and property that is afforded by our domestic laws to 
the most favored of our own citizens, I shall never vote to indemnify 
from the national Treasury Chinese subjects in this country, or the sub- 
jects of any foreign country on earth, voluntary alien residents within 
our jurisdiction, for losses sustained or injuries suffered at the hands of 
mob violence, especially when such mobs are constituted wholly and 
exclusively, as was so in the case of the Wyoming riots, by other alien 
residents and law breakers within our territory, so long as hundreds 
and thousands of our own citizens who have suffered losses to the extent 
of untold millions by reason of depredations by the wards of this Gov- 
ernment—the various Indian tribes of the country—are compelled to go 
without indemnification or payment for such losses. 

The records of our country show adjudicated claims amounting to 
millions of dollars due and owing citizens of this country in the West- 
ern States and Territories for losses suffered by them in life, and limb, 
and property, through the murders and depredations of the wards of 
this Government, then and now in treaty relation with the Govern- 
ment, and who from time to time during the past fifty years have red- 
dened our frontiers with the blood of the pioneers, teeth burned, 
and destroyed millions of their private property, leaving their homes in 
ashes, putting many of them to death through slow and terrible tort- 
ures, unknown and unpracticed save by savage men. These claims of 
our own citizens must go unpaid, must be ignored by Congress, must 
be repudiated by the nation. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to inquire of my friend if the records 
report any account on the other side of the spoliations committed on 
the Indians, or if there is any objection to going into an accounting be- 
tween the United States and the Indians to determine what would be 
a just balance when you come to put a fair estimate upon the property 
which has been wrested from the Indians, and make compensation for 
the property which has been destroyed by the ravages of war upon the 
defenseless Indians. I do not understand that the United States raises 
any objection to paying any honest claim which comes under the name 
of an Indian depredation, but I do understand that the United States 
is coming at last to the idea that there is an account on both sides, and 
that it is quite time thatthe Indian had some consideration in the court 
of conscience for the depredations that have been committed upon him. 

It is quite fashionable to talk about Indian depredations and to cry 
out against the Government of the United States because they have 
swollen to the large amount stated by the Senator. I do not hear of 
anybody who takes the slightest concern about the question whether 
the Indian himself has had an injustice done him. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I differ with the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts. I think there is at least one Senator on this floor 
who takes considerable concern in behalf of the Indian, and I am satis- 
fied furthermore that so long as we have the distinguished Senator from 
Massachusetts at the head of the Committee on Indian Affairs of this 
body the Indians of this country wil! not suffer violence at the hands 
of the Senate at least. 

Now, with reference to the offset the Senator talks about, of course 
we shall discuss that when we come to it. All I know is that some 
$13,000,000 have been adjudicated. The claims are not mere claims 
simply sworn to by the claimants for 
tiersmen and the pioneers of this coun’ 
dations, but they are claims that have 
authority of Congress by the of the Interior. Evidence has 
been taken; adjudications have been so far as adjudications can be 
made by the Secretary of the Interior, and the claims have been for- 
warded to Congress. I am not aware, on the other hand, that an ac- 
counting has been had or any adjudication has been had in regard to 
the claims referred to by the Senator from Massachusetts. 
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tion to all that my understanding is that whatever has been done with 
reference to transferring the title to the Indian country has been dong 
not only with the consent but under the direction of the United S.;,< 
and done by treaty, by various Indian treaties that have been enteraj 
into under the direction of Congress. Those treaties have be: 
proved by Congress. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 20’clock having arriyeg 
it is the duty of the Chair to lay before the Senate the unfinished }y.;. 
ness, being the bill (S. 1812) to provide for taxation of railroad-gran; 
lands, and for other purposes. ; 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope the Senate will give the Senator from Oyo. 
gon permission to proceed until he has concluded his remarks. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the Senato; 
from Oregon wil! proceed. 

Mr. EVARTS. I was about to ask whether this matter miyit 
be continued until we can conclude this discussion. 
speaking, but not at any length. 

Mr. PLUMB. The tax bill has been a long time before the Seyate 
There are a great many reasons why it should be passed at an early day 
if it is tobe passed at all. While I would not interfere with the wishes 
of any Senator beyond an absolute necessity, I think in this case | ought 
to insist that the tax bill retainits place. Debate has been nearly eon- 
cluded; in fact, it has been concluded on all the features of the i]! 
itself, and I think it can be disposed of in a very short time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Kansas })ject 
to the Senator from Oregon proceeding? 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not object to the Senator from Oregon conclnd- 
ing his remarks. 

Mr. DAWES. I owe an apology to the Senator from Oregon tor in- 
terrupting him at all, but I do not mean by what I have said to doubt 
that there are a great many just claims under the name of Indian dep- 
redation claims, and that some of them ought to be paid; and it is a 
great hardship that they have not been paid. Nor do I object to any 
transaction with the Indians under the form of treaties by which we 
have obtained their property through treaty, hard as those treaties 
were. They have been with the consent of the Indians, however ob- 
tained. 

But beyond all that, outside of all that, the Senator can not be igno- 
rant of the fact that violent hands have been laid upon Indian posses- 
sions, personal property and real property, and they have been driven 
at the point of the bayonet from possessions which they held under a 
title that recited it as a perpetual inheritance by the graves of their 
fathers. Whenever the Senator éalls attention to the enormous amount 
of claims against the Indian, all Isay is that he forgets that the Indian 
himself has a just claim upon the Government of the United States for 
remuneration. Whether he is likely to be any better off on account of 
the personal allusion the Senator has been kind enough to make to me, 
does not seem to be a matter very hopefultohim. I trust that he may 
have a foundation in the justice and conscience of the Government 
which will be of more service to him than any such service as the Sena- 
tor attributes to me. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. When we come to adjndicate that side 
of the account, it should be against the Government and not against 
claims by citizens. Waiving that for the present, I will resume. 

On these claimants the back of the Republic must be turned; in 
their faces the doors of the Government must be closed; to their ap- 
peals no a is given; their bills for relief by the scores and hun- 
dreds must be consigned to the pi -holes of the Committees of Con- 
gress, there to slumber the sleep of legislative death; while scarcely has 
the cry of the alien mob in Wyoming subsided until the Government 
of the United States, at the demand of the Chinese Empire, turns 4 
patronizing and willing ear and springs with alacrity to the front for 
the of indemnifying that government, on the principle of be- 
nevolence and charity, for losses sustained by its subjects who are not 
our citizens, and who have suffered losses at the hands of an alicn io. 
This may be statesmanship worthy of the leaders of a great govern- 
ment. For I fail to see in it any element of justice. __ 

For one, while millions of dollars of claims of our own citizens 11 
the States and Territories of the West. arising through losses sustaine( 
by them through Indian tions while fighting the rough battles 
of frontier life and establishing the foundations of empire in the dis- 
tant West, and which claims have, under the authority of law, becu 
investigated and found correct, remain unpaid, I do not propose to 11- 


n ap- 


not 
I am des rous of 


sult them as a on of the taxpayers of this country by voting to 
appropriate money as a charity and as an act of benevolence to 
the Chinese Government as for the losses suffered by a few 


of their alien residents in this country at the hands of an incendiary 
mob composed of another set of equally objectionable aliens from some 
other foreign country. If we are going to deal in charity, then we are 
taught that charity should commence at home. 7 : 

At all events so long as there remain unpaid millions of dollars 0! 
the character of claims I have described due our own citizens, the p2y- 


ment of which could in no sense be as an act of benevolence, 
but rather the discharge of a just. and righteous obligation, I am 
unwilling for one to vote to the Chinese for losses where }t 


is admitted we are under no obligation to do so, nor in any mannes 
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pound to do so by any principle of international law, Federal statute, some portion of that committee had been so fortunate or unfortunate, as 


or conventional stipulation. 

In response to my question of the day before yesterday, if I did not 
misunderstand the honorable Senator from Vermont, he replied that 
the Government of the United States would not have been under any 
legal obligation to make indemnity from the national Treasury had 
the sufferers at Rock Springs been of our own citizens instead of Chinese 
subjects. Nor would the Senator in such a case, as I understand him, 
be willing to vote an indemnity as a matter of benevolence or charity. 

For one, Mr. President, while I am in favor of according to each and 
every person within our borders, of every name and color and creed 
and nationality, the equal protection of the laws, I am unwilling that 

shall do that which the States respectively are by the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution prohibited from doing—that is, deny to 
any person within the jurisdiction of a State the equal protection of the 
laws—by giving to the subjects of the Chinese Empire in our midst in- 
finitely greater protection, and throwing around their lives and limbs 
and property a more ample mantle of protecting care than are accorded 
toourown citizens. When wesay to our own citizens, who suffer at the 
hands of the mob: ‘‘You have your remedy in the judicial tribunals 


of the country, and there alone; go seek your redress there,’’ and in | 


the same breath say to aliens in our midst: ‘‘ You have not only the 
right of our own citizens to seek relief in the established courts of the 


country, but in addition, or in case of failure in the courts, you are | 


entitled to indemnity through act of Congress by appropriation from 
the national Treasury,’’ we declare a policy which in my judgment is 
in direct contravention of the principle—not the provisisa, because it 

tes solely on the States—of the Constitution of the United States 
quoted on yesterday by the Senator from Vermont. 

In other words, by such a policy we accord to aliens in our midst 
rights, privileges, and guarantees which we deny to our own citizens. 
Or to state the case in another form, we create and recognize and ad- 
yocate by Congress an inequality of protection forbidden in the States 
by the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution, giving the preference, 
and the fuller, more complete, and ampler protection to the Chinese 
subject than to our own, and subordinating the claims of our own citi- 
zens to the higher and preferred claims of the alien. This, Mr. Presi- 
dent, is the inevitable,logic of the pending bill. 

lam not surprised that there is a failure on the part of the distin- 
guished committee reporting this measure to submit with it a report 
stating the grounds upon which that committee were so unanimous in 
its recommendation; nor am I surprised at the evident anxiety of the 
honorable chairman of that committee to choke off discussion and rush 
this measure through communi consensu and without debate; and on the 
assumption that inasmuch as the distinguished committee of which he is 
chairman had unanimously reported the bill, that therefore it is a mat- 
ter of impossibility that there could be any two sides to the question. 

I this bill, Mr. President, as an insult to American citizens, 
as an act of flagrant and uncalled-for partiality to alien residents, oper- 
ating as a gross injustice to those who, if preferences are to be given, 
are by ~ ng mg that springs from the relation of citizenship 
justly enti to them. 

While we are manifesting so much concern for the Chinese Govern- 


ment and for the protection and indemnification of their subjects, it 
would be well to remember the millions of dollars’ worth of 
losses ined by our own citizens along our Southern Texan front- 


iers by the destruction and capture of stock, the property of American 
ae raids from Mexicans. Although the line has been guarded 
as best it could be by the Texan Rangers and Federal troops, our citi- 
zens have suffered to the extent of millions of dollars, and yet not so 
much as a demand for indemnity is made by our Government in be- 
half of our own citizens, although they have suffered through raids on 
our own soil from marauding subjects of a foreign power. 

Are the Senators from Texas on this floor, whose immediate constit- 
uents have suffered so greatly in this manner, willing to vote this char- 
ity to Chinese subjects while the just claims of their constituents, 
citizens of their State, and of our common country are wholly ignored ? 

What will our fellow-citizens in Arizona and New Mexico, who for 
years past havesuffered so greatly and who are even now and for months 
Er been subjected to the incessant and murderous raids of the 

bandit, Geronimo, and his murderous band, think of a Con- 

the United States that will employ its time in appropriating 
funds as a charity in indemnification of Chinese subjects 
suffered at the hands of an alien mob, while for our own 
pioneers not so much as a word of sympathy is extended? 
must not fora moment, of course, presume that any other 
those which spring from the purest fountains of patriot- 
the highest and best considerations of public justice, and 
aspirations of statesmanship, the most enlightened views of 
could influence the distinguished Committee on Foreign 
yew a unanimity that is charming to contemplate, 
have, I confess, in my verdancy and feeble inability 
order of statesmanship to which that committee has 
ng this measure, and in support of which they have for 
known to themselves failed to furnish any reasons in the 
of a committee report, been inclined to the belief that if perchance 
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the case may be, to have resided west of the Mississippi River, and all 
had been so located as to have been less subject to the blandishments 
and plausible arguments of the able representatives of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment in this city, that perhaps a somewhat different view might have 
been taken of this subject. 

It has been suggested elsewhere that by voting this indemnity we 


| place our Government in more intimate relations and on a more friendly 
| footing with the Chinese oflicials and will thus enable them to secure 


such modifications of our present treaties with China as will result in 
the near future in the absolute exclusion of Chinese immigrants in the 
future. On the contrary, Mr. President, in my judgment the effect 
will be the very reverse. Let it once be understood that this Govern- 
ment is committed to the policy of promptly indemunifying out of the 
National Treasury for any and all property of Chinese subjects in this 
country that may b> destroyed or lost at the hands of mobs; let it be 
understood that these alien subjects have not only all the rights of 
American citizens under like circumstances of appealing to the courts, 
State and Federal, but in addition can make rightful claim upon the 
Treasury of the United States, and then the Chinese Government will 
in my judgment be more loth than than ever before to consent to any 
arrangement that will tend to the exclusion of Chinese immigrants to 
this country. 

It will be time enough to placate the Chinese oflicials after our own 
diplomatists, and those who for the present direct and control the po- 
litical destinies of this Government, are educated toa realizing sense of 
the imminent peril to which our country is being rapidly subjected, not 
alone from a deluge of Oriental slaves, not alone from the blighting 
swarms of Asian migration, but from the still more dangerous red- 
handed anarchist and communistic elements pouring in upon us from 
the lowest, vilest, and criminally lawless classes of European life. 

It is our own people, our own statesmen, our own officials that should 
be brought to a realizing sense of impending dangers, their causes and 
the remedy; that should be stimulated to arouse themselves, shake off 
the dull lethargy of at least apparent ignorance in reference to the 
vital questions of the hour, and of positive inaction, vindicate their 
own intelligence, statesmanship, and patriotism by rising to a proper 
comprehension of the magnitude of the evils that confront us, and 
grasp with ability, energy, effectiveness, and power a subject than 
which none more important, none more seriously involving the pros- 
pective peace and prosperity of the country, the stability of American 
institutions, the security of life and property, the integrity of free 
labor, and the welfare of modern civilization on this continent, ever 
engaged the attention of the American people or challenged the pre- 
science, ability, and patriotism of American statesmen. 

The times are not propitious, I submit, when the followers of the red 
flag are plotting treason against law and order and inciting to riot and 
bloodshed and anarchy, in which the Government of the United States 
can with prudence and propriety, or in justice to its own citizens an- 
nounce to the governments of earth, civilized and barbaric, Christian 
artd Pagan, that we stand ready to respond to each and all of these on 
demand, in a money indemnity from the Treasury of the United States, 
for injuries that may be suffered by their subjects resident here, by rea- 
son of mob violence. The people of this country, the present tax-pay- 
ers, the lovers of peace, and justice to our own citizens, and the brave 
defenders in every proper form of law and order, will not, I fancy, relish 
the declaration of a policy such as this, which pledges them individually 
and collectively to the payment of all such claims, whether amounting 
toa few hundred thousand or many millions of dollars; nor will our pos- 
terity, when the generations of the present shall slumber with their 
fathers, regard with favor the establishment of precedents by us that 
commit them and their posterity to a like policy. 

This bill will pass. It is the wish of the administration it should 
pass, while our distinguished Committee on Foreign Relations of this 
Senate while tinkering with restriction acts, at best mere delusions 
and snares when considered as a remedy for the evil against which 
they are directed, handling with diplomatic fingers, kid-gloved, for fear 
of giving offense to the Chinese minister, this overshadowing question 
of Chinese invasion, and while refusing so far as heard from to declare, 
when properly called upon to do so, that they or a majority of them 
are in favor of providing for the future exclusion of Chinese immigra- 
tion to this country even by diplomatic arrangement between the two 
governments, recommend it. 

This measure will doubtless receive nearly if not every vote of this body 
cast on its final passage, and for this protest I shall doubtless be charged 
here and elsewhere with either playing the part of the demagogue, or 
lacking in ability to comprehend those delicate questions involved in 
international controversies, and which seem at least in this case to de- 
mand that while with one voice protesting the non-tenability of the 
demand, and the absence of all legal obligation, while stoutly assert- 
ing that by no principle of governmental reciprocity, conventional stipu- 
lation, or requirement of international law, are we under any obliga- 
tion whatever to do this thing; yet in order that it may not be said we 
are not dealing with China by reason of her weakness as compared with 
some other nations, or by reason of some supposed prejudice we have 
against her subjects here, as we would deal with such mightier powers, 
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we must as an act of benevolence and out of pure charity make this 
donation. 

If we are dealing thus with China in this instance prompted by any 
of the considerations just suggested, as I fear we are, and differently 
from that which our sense of right and of public justice, our views of 
international law, and considerations of self-respect would allow us to 
do were it England, or France, or Spain, or any other of the great mar- 
itime powers that had made this demand, even though their iron-clads 
menaced our harbors and our fleets as a means of enforcing it, then it 
would seem we are basing our proposed action on a principle in which 
is involved as its most important component part an ingredient of | 
inoral cowardice unworthy the representatives of a great nation. 


TAXATION OF RAILROAD-GRANT LANDS. 


The PRESI DENT pro te mpore. 
placed before the Senate. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (5. 1812) to provide for taxation of railroad-grant lands, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. PLUMB. I should like to make a statement to the Senate and 
especially to the Senator from Massachusetts [ Mr. Hoar] in reference 
to the amendment which is now pending. 

I agree most fully with the general purpose of this amendment. 
When I first read it my purpose was to offer no opposition to it what- 
ever, but the more I consider it the more I feel that it may, in the first 
place, embarrass the proper administration of this bill should it become 
alaw, and next that it would be introducing into this bill an important 
subject which can not be properly dealt with in this connection. 

‘I believe that the best manure for the soil is the foot of the proprietor. 
I believe no man ought to own any more land than he can reasonably 
use. Whether the time has come to go as far as that by. legislation I 
do not now say; but certainly I should be glad to commit myself by 
vote and by voice to any legislation tending to a reasonable extent at 
least to a limitation upon the holding of land, and to an extent which 
would prevent speculation in land, and which would as far as possible 
save all land for those who would make personal use of it by cultiva- 
tion. 

This, however, is a large question, one which ought to be dealt with 
by itself after due consideration, because the value of the legislation is 
largely dependent on the details and not on the mere announcement of 
principles. If this amendment were adopted by the Senate, it might 
prevent the lands which are the subject of the legislation proposed from 
being sold at all, and thus prevent the collection of the taxes which 
Congress is now legislating with a view of having levied and collected. 

It is necessary in the collection of taxes, in the West at least, that 
the counties in which the lands are located shall be a bidder for those 
lands; and this is not only necessary, but the counties frequently bid 
in very large areas of land at tax-sales, subsequently disposing of their 
interest to private persons if private personsdesire topurchase. There- 
fore there ought to be an exception made, if the provision is to be op- 
erative at all, in favor of the counties, of the Territory or the Staté, 
whatever authority may be provided for that purpose by the law of the 
locality, purchasing these lands for the purpose of preventing the sale 
from going by default; and when we enter upon the question of mak- 
ing exceptions to this general rule, as I said before, we enter upon a 
very wide field. 

Believing as I do that the bill as it now stands isdesigned to accom- 
plish a good purpose and that this amendment will embarrass it in its 
future conduct as well as almost certainly in its operation, I shall be 
very glad indeed if the Senator from Massachusetts will withdraw the 
amendment and address himself to the consideration of a proposition 
which shall cover all possible details of this very urgent question in 
order that it may come before the Senate in such a way. as to receive 
consideration independently of other measures like this of which it now 
clogs the progress. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I had supposed that the general purpose 
of this bill was a proper one, and expected toe support it if its details 
were satisfactory and it properly provided to do justice to all persons 
in interest. Of course it isa grave responsibility for a Senator enter- 
taining such opinions to undertake to thrust upon a measure which an 
able committee has matured a provision which the committee respon- 
sible for the measure conceive to be likely to embarrass its successful 
operation. It is a responsibility which I feel — unwilling to take. 
I am therefore disposed to accept the suggestion of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Kansas, the chairman of the Committee on Pablic Lands, and 
his assurance that he and, as far as he can represent it, the committee 
over which he presides will endeavor to combine with other Senators 
in framing a general and com ive measure which will cure the 
evil to which the attention of the American people is being most em- 
phatically called. I think, however, that it is proper before doing that 
that I should call the attention of the Senate to the grounds upon which 
this amendment rests. 

The ingenious and rhetorical ii 


The unfinished business will now be 


of my honorable friend 
from New York [Mr. EvArts] finds what he calls a lord-paramount 
arising in this country. He says that nobody will buy a base fee. 
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One would think that that learned lawyer and accomplished Sen ,\;,, 
had never heard of an estate upon condition in his life-—— 

Mr. EVARTS. Allow me; it was because I had heard of it {),,; | 
was able to discriminate and know what it led to. 

Mr. HOAR. And that no American citizen would buy a dwe) 
place or a farm the title of which was attended by any possi}! 
forfeiture for breach of condition. Why, sir, there is not a | opn 
town or city growing up all over America, certainly not in the 
England States, where land titles are not full of conditions for t})., 
venience or comfort of the neighborhood. A large land-owner ; , 
his estate and sells it outin house-lots, and every deed for all tim 
vides that no person buying shall put his house or barn withi: 
or 12 feet or some other prescribed distance of the highway, that 
body shall have a front yard, that his front windows sha!) not | 
terfered with in their prospect, that no one shall build a shioc-s| 
certain classes of manufacturing establishment, and so on—nothj». 
shall be built but a particular kind of dwelling. Those thing. 
common as ownership, as common as land, as common as wells or y 
dows. And now we are told that the men who impose those condi. 
tions on their estates arelords-paramount, and that the obligation they 
impose on their grantees is repngnant to the freedom of America) 
ownership in land; that the humble farm of my friend from New Yor; 
in Vermont, which I think contains not more than 2 acres, if J reco}- 
lect aright, would be held by a less satisfactory tenure hereafter if we 
should adopt this principle. 

Here is a proposition which is to:secure, and only to secure, for 
time the great, vast homestead spaces of our Western States and Ter rri- 
tories against the danger which has embarrassed England, which ha 9 
subjected her working classes to countless woe, sorrow, humiliatio: 
and distress, and which has been the ruin of Ireland. 

Why, Mr. President, a great orator and statesman, within t) 
four hours, at a meeting in the State of Maine held to express s ympa 
thy with Mr. Gladstone, declared to his audience that the one reason 
for the present condition of Ireland, with her vast and wonderful fer- 
tility, is that one-half her soil is owned by between nine hundred and 
a thousand men, and half of the remaining half isowned by three thou- 
sand. The same condition of things, toa great extent, exists in En- 
gland. I have here the statistics, which Iwill not undertake to read, 
buta very few men in Great Britain, I think less than seventy thousand 
in all, own the entire laud of that prosperous and powerful country 
and the result is, notwithstanding all the pride that the Englishman 
feels in his country, and notwithstanding her power, notwithstandiny 
her wealth, her workingmen emigrate to thiscountry if they can scraj 
together the means to get to the seaboard and make the voyage. 

There is a story that I heard of an American traveler in England wlio 
was traveling on a railroad train with Sir William Watkyns Wynn, 
the of the vast landed estate which belongs to the great hous 
of Buckingham. Sir Watkyns wasastrangerto him. He asked hin 
who owned the house they and the baronet replied that that 
was his. They went about 10 miles farther. He looked out and say 
a beautiful mountain crested with wood and green on the sides, ani 
he said, ‘‘ Who owns this mountain?’’ and his fellow-traveler replied 
rather sleepily, “That is mine.’”’ Several miles farther on they cane 
to a wood, and he asked, “‘ Who owns that wood?”’ His fellow-trav- 
cler waked up from his sleep and said, “‘Why, that is mine.’’ The 
stranger got out at the next station and told the guard that there was 
a lunatic on the train who fancied that he owned the whole kingdom 
round about, and he thought they had better take him into custody; 
but he was not dangerous, as he then seemed to be asleep. 

This danger is not a danger which is found only in the imagination 
of radical reformers or or alarmists. It is the pregnant 
and real danger which menaces our great spaces in the new States and 
in the Territories of the Northwest. It is reported to us by Congres- 
sional it comes to us in communications of our Depart- 
ments. Here is a list contained in a document communicated to the 
House of Representatives at the second session of the Forty-eighth Co 
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gress by Secretary McCulloch, showing purchases of lands in this coun- 
try by foreign syndicates: 
Acres 

: vescesessesee 4,500, 000 
Baa syndicate ee ae on 
Sir Edward Reid, K. C. B. (in Florida).......... ® 000, OU 

‘eaeet te Phil ns ones 

©. Rand ‘Company London | 1,750, 00 
Phillips, Marshall & Co., of London...........-<sc1crec-sseeeree coon 7s = Tmo 
Anglo-American syndicate, headed by ‘Mr. Rodgers, i London... , 750,00 
An company {in Mississippi)... bees 700, 000 
Duke of ide, ee Ra aaa ” 425, 00k 
British 320, 000 
Captain aaa tl ro 4 
Hon. Robert Tennant, of London.................... 2m, oe 
Scotch Land Company, Dundee, oF 
SN tis tool ceretecttatensiemeeneenetere a. 
ion’ cealiieiasedeecantiats Acntatoc inal am "G0, 000 
Lord Dunraven .......004 «-<. Tepningensvnevtnnerncees auingraeees uns 60, 000 
English Land Company (in Florida)... od 50), 000 
England land Company, represented. ‘by B. "Newgas... Gi ccccere 50, 000 
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english I aa sass nh scemneinntwentennnesuetne 50, 000 
An Engi 1 ., Leicestershire, England... 10, 000 
sir John Lester Kaye, Yorkshire, England... 5.000 
George Grant, of London (in Kansas)......... shin 100, 000 


An English syndicate (sepresented by Close Bros.) in W isconsin......... 
‘A Scotch company-(in California).................+..0-.-ssesessssssesnsseesesesensenes ; 
M. Ellerhauser (of Nova Scotia) in West Virginia 








Sateen tddaivatdhenalichinditides 600, 000 
Scotch syndicate (in Florida)..................00000.0+ 500, 000 

A. Boyesen, Danish consul at Milwaukee. ...............00+ 50. 000 
Missouri Land and 8, 8. Co., of Edinburgh, Scotland... 165, 000 
English syndicate (in Florida)..............00.-sesesccesesesses 59, 000 
Bota ccccccecewovedene +s occces: . 20, 941. 666 


It seems to me that we are all somewhat justly exposed to the criti- 
cism made by the honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. Concer] 
yesterday that we have allowed this thing to go too far already. The 
wonder is, not that we have waked up so soon, but that we have waked 
up so late. In my judgment the time has come when it is the duty 
of the Congress of the United States wherever the matter isin its power 
to break up these large holdings by corporations and by aliens alto- 
gether, and to limit them strictly, as this amendment of mine proposes 
tolimitthem, to the ownership of parcels reasonable in amount in sin- 
gle hands. Certainly 640 acres are enough for any one man who is 
himself to be counted asa husbandman. I do not think we are aware 
of the extent to which tenant farming is already becoming an institu- 
tion in this country. According to the census of 1880 there were 
1,024,601 farms rented by tenants in the United States; 1,024,601 
farms in this country occupied by men to whom the produce of the 
soil they till does not belong except as tenants or holding under land- 
owners who have nothing to do with the cultivation of the soil. At 
this moment, proud as we are of our yeomanry which throughout cer- 
tainly the Northern belt of States in this country as in England has 
been the class to whic: the history and character of our country has 
heen due, we are the lurgest tenant-farming nation in the world. 

The Senator from New York talks about the feudal system, and he 
finds that system in a condition that no one man shall engross more 
than 640 acres in one ownership and fails to find anything of feudal- 
ism in a system under which 1,024,601 tenants have grown up. 

My notion of what feudalism is to be dreaded differs from that of my 
honorable friend. Ido not think that a condition entering into the 
very ownership of land itself, that the land shall not be sold to a cor- 
poration to be held in mortmain, is feudalism. It is a blow at fendal- 
ism. I donot think a condition that land shall be held on the tenure that 
it shall not be sold to a man who owns 640 acres already is feudalism. 
Itisablowatfeudalism. I find the danger of the feudal system to this 
country in its essence in the system which provides that one man shall 
own the land which another man is to till. 

The number of tenant holding is estimated to have increased 25 per 
cent. since the result whieh I have stated was ascertained in the census 
of 1880. There are but 547,222 tenant farmers in Ireland, and in En- 
gland and Wales 424,000 more, making 962,000 in all, and in Scotland 


80,101. Sothe United States at the present day possesses more tillers of 
the soil paying rent to landlords by more than 25 per cent. than En- 
gland, W Scotland, and Ireland combined. 


I shall not pursue this subject, and I will withdraw the amendment, 
bat the subject will be pressed upon the attention of Congress until it 
is disposed of. 

Mr. EVARTS. Whenever, Mr. President, a subject is before the Sen- 
ate that involves either primogeniture or the aggregation of land in 
single owners I shall be able to express my opinions, and whether they 
shall differ with those of my honorable friend from Massachusetts will 
appear when those opinions of mine are expressed on a topic involved 
in the subject of debate. 

I had no fault to find with the measure that these tax-sales should 
carry to a single purchaser no more than 640 acres. I was not on that 
point. I only meant it should carry the 640 acres and the man should 
own it when he bought it as every freeman in the United States now 
owns his land. 

The condition by which under the feudal system there could be a 
reversion to a mesue or a paramount lord was the essence of the feudal 
system. All that was left in the common law that we imported in 
this country was that a common-law forfeiture hung over land forever 
and forever in the name of the heir of the first grantor, without a 
scintilla of estate left in the grantor at all, but he held over the land 
the power and the pall of destroying its marketable value. Now, at 
this day in the Senate we hear under cover of entirely different topics 
and interests and motives and occasions an introduction of a proposi- 
tion that when the tax-gatherer shall sell the 640 acres no man shall 
be able to get a good title to it. 

_ What is the common-law condition? The common law before the 
invention and introduction or development of equity had no resource 
to gain the adherence of the granted property to the purpose intended 
to be secured, except by imposing an absolute forfeiture which should 
it back té the grantor, although the absolute fee except for the 
had been parted with by the grantor and been paid for by the 
As feudalism declined this remnant of feudalism was con- 
common law in the mother country under those fearful 
common 
freedom, what ownership of land, what energy of the common law could 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





law abhors a forfeiture. What principle of 
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| express that relation more firmly than that, that the common law ab- 


hors a forfeiture ? 
If you believe the Senator from Massachusetts, while this limping 


oo | paragraph as to tax-sales is thus to be burdened with this abhorred 


forfeiture of the common law, he makes it an occasion to think that it 
would be desirable that all the lands of the people of this country 
should be held under that same terrible overhanging forfeiture, and he 
amuses the Senate with the notion that in his own neighborhood peo- 
ple like nothing better than to buy | 


lands and to build honse 


switha 
forfeiture hanging over them. 

I do not know what energy of intelligence and of has 
taken hold of his neighbors, but 1 know there is not a man in the State 
or in the city of New York who buys a base fee if he know I ean 
point out unused and unusable plots of land in the city of New York 
because in a remote deed there is found a forfeiture at common law that 
may beexerted. Who will buy alotin thecity of New York under such 
a forfeiture and build a structure that is to cost ten times that of the lot 


With a forfeiture hanging over it at common law, that to the heirs, if 
they can be found after a hundred years, the condition is reserved 
against which by possibility no adverse possession can run and it never 
can be cured, because there is no estate? It does notspring out into 
re-entry and reversion except upon the fact that if you only had the 
forfeiture happen then the principles of law may run adversely; but 
until the forfeiture takes place the right of entry as of his original 
estate is always arising under the principle of the feudal lordship that 
thus reserved this power. 

The great real estate lawyer, Sir Edward Sugden, says that under tl 
principle of the common law, which abhors forfeiture, under the devel 
opment of the equity jurisdictions and facilities, the courts will always 
hold that what used to be regarded as a common-law forieiture should 
be only a covenant, if there can be found one shred or word upon which 
that can be founded; and that so far as estates arise under dispositions 
by will, courts of equity will always interpret them in that way, and 
courts of law when they can will turn a forfeitable condition, where 
the fee passes, into a covenant. That answers what was the whole 
purpose of the common-law forfeiture; that is, that the lands should 
be held to the purposes for which the grantor intended; but it disposes 
of the cruel and exacting tyranny that if there be a diversion the land 
shall go back, that ruin shall be wrought upon the owners, and the 
land thus liberated again be disposed of. But equity intervenes and 
says it is to be treated as a covenant, and the courts of equity retain 
the title and ownership in the grantee, break down the forfeiture, and 
then enforce the application of the equitable covenant. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to ask the Senator from New York ff it has not 
been the policy and the enactment of the English law down to the 
present generation at least, if not the present day, that no land should 
be sold to an alien, and that no land should be sold to a corporation to 
hold in mortmain except in certain specified cases; and what there is 
of distinction in principle in his mind between a legal bar against sell- 
ing land to a corporation or to an alien and one against selling it toa 
man who has got 640 acres already? 

Mr. EVARTS. IfIam to go into the whole doctrine of mortmain 
and of alienage, let usopen them. They have no more connection with 
the notion of forfeiture at common law than the arrangements of the 
marriage contract or of the statute of wills. 

The objection to land in mortmain is disclosed by the term itself, 
that it is held in a dead hand; thatit is held now in the name of cor- 
porations by those who do not represent citizenship and cultivation 
and enterprise. In the old time it was in mortmain, in dead hand, 
that could not perform the feudal duties attached to tenure of serving 
the crown or the nobles on the battlefield. Whenever there is any 
subject about mortmain, whenever there is a talk as to whether we 
shall limit the land that can be aggregated by this or that or all cor- 
porations put together, I will debate that question, and then it will be 
seen how much we differ. 

So too about aggregation. It is said that we have tenancies spring- 
ing up here. I detest the system. The true system has been that the 
man who owned the land tilled it. My narrow acres are all tilled by 
myself, and not a tenant occupies any portion of that humble domain. 
We have very little of that anywhere at the East; but in the great 
farms of the West, in the middie West, therehas been of course a great 
increase of that. It is not a desirable condition of things, and nota 
condition of things in my judgment likely long to endure. 

I believe in freedom in discussing the question of these aggregations. 
I am willing to liave any limitations that you please, but I do not want 
to have it said that the only way we can meet one of the difficulties 
that attend the disposition of the public domain or of the land system 
in private hands is to put us all under the condition of forfeiture to the 
Government itself. 

But the subject before the Senate is of the narrowest practical inter- 
est. Ihave nothing to say about it except that as I read the text it 
seemed to make a perpetual forfeiture hang over these parcels of land 
from hand to hand. Isupposed it wasan oversight. When the Senator 
avowed the purpose, when heavowed it as a plan, I could not but op- 
pose it as frustrating really the purpose of a sale possibly taking place, 
for it would be an advertisement to every one not to buy. 
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There are occasions in which conditions are imposed—I mean in the 
practice of our people. Generally it is done where the grant is a dona- 
tion and a public use is thus secured; but there is no such custom. I 
venture to say that you may search the common-law reports of the 


State of Massachusetts and every New England State, and you will find | 


that the rarest topics of discussion are those which relate to common- 
law forfeitures. 
in this abhorrence of the common law of forfeitures in those New En- 
gland reports as in the judicial decisions of any portion of our country. 

So, sir, while my learned friend from Massachusetts pursues these 
large discussions of so great interest to the race and to the people of this 
country, I confine myself to the question whether when you are going 
to put land up at public vendue, 640 acres, or any more, you are to tell 
the buyer that he is to hold it under a common-law forfeiture if he 
buys it at all. 

Mr. GEORGE. 

Mr. HOAR. 
ment? 

Mr. PLUMB. Will both the Senators yield to me to say that there 
is no subject before the Senate except the tax bill? The amendment 
has been withdrawn. It would subserve my convenience certainly if 
debate on a subject which is not before the Senate should be left until 
some other time in order that the bill may go through. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BLAtrin the chair). 
from Mississippi [Mr. GzorGEr] has the floor. 

Mr. HOAR. He will give me one moment? 

Mr.GEORGE. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. 
New York. Ido not think that the people of this country who are 
looking to having as the foundation of its society and its institutions the 
holding of humble homesteads to be tilled by the men who own them, 
in a fashion very different from that which in the imagination of my 
honorable friend he says he tills his own, but by the hard labor of the 
husbandman, will be contented to have the wind of any rhetoric from 
whatever AXolian harp it may come instead of the solid fact. 

The one thing I want to say is just this, that no land the title to 
which is now within the power of the Government of the United States 
shall ever hereafter be lawfully conveyed to a man who owns 640 acres 
already. That is my proposition. 

Mr. PLUMB. I can instruct the Senator somewhat on that. point. 


Mr. President——- 
Will the Senator from Mississippi allow me one mo- 


The Senator 


The law of the United States now is that no man who owns 320 acres | 


can obtain any land from the United States. 

Mr. HOAR. That is not the point I wastalkingabout. My propo- 
sition is that the land now owned by the United States shall never here- 
after be conveyed, into whatever it may in the mean time pass, to any 
person who holds 640 acres already. To answer that proposition by 
talking about a forfeiture or by talking about the evils of feudalism in 
the past, seems to me, with due respect to the source from which it 
comes, mere rhetoric. 

The Senator says that the common law of England abhors forfeitures; 
and it does abhor those forfeitures with which it has done away; but 
forfeitures based upon this principle, if you give that name to it, for- 
feitures intended to accomplish the same end or a like end, the com- 
mon law of England and the policy of England, especially so far as the 
voice of her workingmen can be heard, favors to-day and always has. 
That is, it is the policy of England that foreign wealth shall not come 
in and take up English soil from which English sovereignty is to pro- 
ceed, and therefore England says that no alien shall own her real estate, 
and the effect of a deed to an alien is exactly what I propose to have 
the effect of a deed to the wealthy man who already engrosses 640 acres. 

England says that her real estate shall not be conveyed to a corpora- 
tion which can not die and which can not divide the estate améng heirs 
equally and which shall hold it in the dead hand. The effect of an at- 
tempt to do that by any process of conveyance is exactly what propose 
to have the effect of the attempt to do this; and when I ask my honor- 
able friend, these two things being exactly the same in principle and 
undistinguishable as it seems to me, he says that the English law now 
abhors forfeitures. If it abhors forfeiture where there is an attempt to 
obtain the land in mortmain to a corporation, or if it abhors forfeiture 
when there is an attempt to convey the land to an alien, as these 20,- 
000,000 acres of land in the American Territories have already been 
conveyed within the past ten years to corporations whose shares are 
owned exclusively by aliens, what is the answer to my proposition ? 
The Senator answers me and says that we shall talk about mortmain 
and talk about alienage at the proper time ! 

Mr. EVARTS. Now, Mr. President-—— 

Mr. GEORGE. Does the Senator from New York want to speak? 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President—— ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
GEORGE] has the floor. 

Mr. GEORGE. I shall not detain the Senate long. I am entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am aware that the Senator from Mississippi has the 
floor, and that has been the trouble all along. 

Mr. GEORGE. It Las not been the trouble when I had it. 

Mr. PLUMB. But I mean the trouble of debating a question which 
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does not concern this bill, and a debate which is going on to the o}. 
struction of most useful legislation. It is that to which I object. 

Mr. HOAR. I think the debate is more important than the )jjj. 

Mr. PLUMB. Of course a man who utters as short a speech as t)yo 
| Senator from Massachusetts may think so. 
| Mr. HOAR. It is not my honorable friend’s business whether | 
make a short speech or a long one. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Order. 

Mr. GEORGE. When I get the floor probably I shall proceed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Mississippi has ; 
floor. 
| Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, this is a very large question which 

has been precipitated upon the Senate, the most important one [ sup- 
pose that will or can engage our attention. Ido not propose to 2o into 
it now. Ido not propose to obstruct very long the legislation which 
| the Senator from Kansas desires to have consummated. 

In a great deal that has been said by the Senator from Massachusetts 
about the great accumulations of wealth by individuals and corporations 
Ieonecur. I know that it is one of the great dangers of our age that 
not only land but wealth in other forms has accumulated inordinately 
in the hands ofa few. I know that, sir. 

I regret to say that.in my opinion this large accumulation of wealth 
in the hands of a few persons both natural and artificial has been not 
the result of natural causes, not the result of mere individual exertion. 
but to a very large extent the result of Government policies and Goy- 
' ernment subsidies. So far as we can correct that by correcting and re- 
| versing those policies I think we have jurisdiction to act, and I am 
willing to act. 
| It was said by the Senator from New York and also by the Senator 
from Massachusetts that one of the great fundamental principles of the 


common law was against the conveyance of real estate in mortmain to 
corporations. That is true; and England owes much of her glory, 
much of her greatness, much of the excellence of her free institutions 
to that principle of the common law. I desire simply to make an ap- 
| plication of that principle to the circumstances before us. 
| In violation of that cherished principle of the common law this Goy- 
ernment has granted about 179,000,000 acres of land to corporations, 
an area twice as large as all the territory of the United Kingdom, in- 
| cluding England, Scotland, and Ireland. This great empire, twice as 
| large as the British Empire, excluding her colonies, has been by the 
action of this Government given in mortmain to corporations. If that 
| be a danger, as I believe it is, to free institutions, to the happiness and 
the welfare of our people, then I ask the Senator from Massachusetts, 
who concurs with me in that view, if we had not better act while we 
have yet the power to retrace our footsteps, and while yet the power 
| remains in us, as it does, to interpose in a eonstitutional way, in an 


effectual way? I ask him if we had not better use that power to re- 


claim this empire, forfeited for non-failure to comply with the condi- 
tions of the gift, so that the millions of unsheltered and homeless peo- 
ple in this country may have an opportunity of getting homes? 

The Senator from Massachusetts read from an article which he had 
that there were over a million of tenant agricultural laborers in this 
country. If the magnificent empire which has been given by the 
United States in mortmain to corporations was restored to the public 
domain there would be a shelter and a home for every one of thosc 
tenants on land of his own if he chooses to take it. 

Mr. President, I desired to say that much, and I will say but a little 
more. If we really desire that there shall be a fair chance to the 
American people, to the laboring people of this country, to advance 
their happiness and welfare here, a fair chance in the struggle for life, 
then we ought to respond to a sentiment which I believe to be uni- 
versal all over this land when you go outside of railroad circles, namely, 
that every power which remains in us, every governmental energy and 
force which still are in our hands, shall be used speedily and eflicacious!y 
to restore for homes to the people the empire to which I have alluded 
and which we have recklessly granted in mortmain to corporations. 
This land, so far as the conditions on which it was granted have not 
been complied with, justly belongs to the people of the United States, 
and they ought to have it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is still as in Committee of 
the Whole and open to amendment. 

Mr. INGALLS. What is the pending question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is on the bill. 
ing amendment. 

Mr. INGALLS. I thought there was an amendment pendins. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is none pending. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I think that this bill is a very dangerous 
one, and one which may complicate if it does not effectually embarrass 
and unsettle the question of forfeiture of the unearned railroad grunts. 
It is true that the bill contains a provision in the third section that the 
act shall not affect the right of the Government to declare or eniorce 
the forfeiture of any land so ted. Thatisa reservation of the power 
of Congress to declare a forfeiture. But the bill makes the entire gran’ 
subject to taxation, and we know very well that after the amendmen" 
of the Senator from Massachusetts was withdrawn, which, I think, was 
an impracticable one, the only effect of exposing these lands to sale for 


There is no pend- 
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taxes would be their purchase by the railroad companies at tax-sales for | 
the purpose of concluding that question. 

The bill therefore practically under the guise of taxing lands by the | 
states and Territories may be a bill of confirmation of every acre of this 
jand subject to forfeiture. It is in my opinion a very extraordinary 
method of éven pretending to be a bill for the taxation of these lands 
py the States and Territories. Under the acts of admission of the sev- 
eral States in which these lands may be there is an exclusion of the | 
power of the State to tax the lands of the United States. Outside of | 
that exclusion the power of a State exists by virtue of its own State 
organization. Its power of taxation can not be moved by the United 
States Government, and is not in any way the subject of its control. 

The State is absolutely sovereign and independent of any power on 
the part of the General Government in this respect, and the only man- 
ner in which the Congress of the United St:.tes can enable the States to | 
tax the property of the United States is by divesting the United States | 
ofits title. It can not be subject to taxation otherwise except by the 
aetof Congress imposing its own tax or devoting it to some special pur- 

. The power of State taxation rests upon anything which is in it 
of the nature of property excepting only the power excluded of taxing 
the lands of the United States, and it would be an anomaly and acon- 
tradiction and a most awkward, if not an entirely impracticable pro- 
ceeding, for the United States to confer upon the States the power to 
tax the property of the United States. That has never been the 
method in which this Government has proceeded. 

Therefore, these lands are not subject to taxation by the State au- 
thority and ought not to be unless they are the lands of the railroad 
company, and when the act of Congress authorizes this taxation to be 
made either by the States or Territories or otherwise, it may imply 
that it is the property of the railroad company and not the property 
of the United States, and the lien from which it is exempted is only 
the lien for the cost of the surveying and other fees of that description. 

It is a peculiar and an extraordinary method of proceeding. As was 
observed by the Senator from Oregon, the practical method would be 
ty decide whether these Iands are the lands of the United States or the 
lands of the railroad company. That is the only method in which it 
can be done safely and certainly. 

Let us meet this question boldly and decide it either by forfeiting 
the grant beyond the point of completion at the time fixed by the grant- 
ing act, as the country demands, or if the Senate will place itself in the 
way of complying with the demand of the people then let those who 
are willing to defy the public will vote to confirm the grant. 

It has been said that it is desirable that these lands should be in the 
handsofthe people. Instead of thisawkward and cumbrous and doubt- 
fal method, the only effect of which, notwithstanding this reservation 
of the power of forfeiture in the Government, may be practically to con- 
firm the title in the railroad company, why not open these lands by the 
action of Congress now to the homestead settlement of the people ? 

That will settle the question, that will determine the matter at once, 
and not only subject the property to the taxation of the States and 
Territories, but put upon it arace of hardy, industrious, laboring people 
who are now without homes and without employment. That will re- 
lieve much of the present distress, and will let the people know and 
the railroad companies know to whom the landbelongs. If the people 
who live on these lands are to be placed in the power of the railroad 
companies and compelled to pay high prices for their lands, let Congress 
so declare here and now. 

For these unless the bill shall be amended by declaring that 
covered by it are only those which were earned by the com- 
road within the period specified in the grant, I shall vote 

I believe every interest of the people demands the imme- 
i of this grant beyond the point of completion in 1879, 
expired, ahd its being opened to and settled by actual 
the homestead laws without cost to them. This will 
questions of forfeiture and taxation in the interests of the 
Territories and the people. 

LUMB. I move to amend the bill by adding to section 3 the 
all the rights of the United States to said lands or to any interest therein, 
be remain as if this act had not passed, except as tothe lien mentioned 


and 
in the first section f. 
The amendment was agreed to. : 
Mr. PLUMB. In section 1, line 11, after the word “ manuer,’’ I 
move to add “by the purchaser;’’ so as to make the proviso read: 


Provided, That any such lands sold for taxes shall be taken by the purchaser 
to the lien for costs of surveying, selecting, and conveying, to be paid in 
vide manner by the purchaser as the Secretary of the Interior may by rule pro- 


The + was to. 
Mr. PLUMB. In section 1, line 4, I move to strike out the word 
local”’ before ‘‘taxation;’’ so as to read: 
tc eeeeimetmaate’ Soeny railroad corporetion by any act of Congress shall 
The word “local”? may possibly embarrass the clause. 
The amendment was to. 
Mr. CALL. In section 1, line 4, after the word ‘‘Congress,’’ I move 
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to insert the words ‘‘ which have been earned within the time required 
by the granting act;’’ so as to read: 

That no lands granted to any railroad corporation by any act of Congress, 
which have been earned within the time required by the granting act, shall be 
excmpt from taxation by States, Territories, and other municipal corporations 
on account of the lien of the United States upon the same for the costs of sur- 
veying, &c. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on 
amendment of the Senator from Florida | Mr. CALL}. 

Mr. CALL. I will state my object in offering the amendment. I 
wish to have the question voted upon. If thisis the land of the United 
States it is not, and ought not to be, subject to taxation by the States 
and Territories. If it is the land of the railroad company it ought to 
be subject to taxation; and the amendment is to confine the operation 
of the bill to that land which we recognize to be the land of the rail- 
road company. 

I take it, from the House reports and the action which has been had, 
that*we can all concur, if this body sees tit to do so, in the proposition 
that the railroad company shall have the lands which were earned 
within the time specified by the granting acts up to the point of comple- 
tion at the time required by the granting acts tor the grant to expire— 
or for the completion of the road—aiter which it is too clear even for a 
doubt that no right to any part of the grant can exist without another 
act of Congress creating such a right and conferring title. Let us then 
deal with the question in the interests of the people and declare the 
grant forfeited, and not embarrass and complicate the question with a 
subterfuge like this. 

Mr. GEORGE. The fallacy of the position taken by the Senator 
from Florida lies in this, that when land has been granted upon a con- 
dition subsequent, the proprietorship of the land is in the grantee until 
forfeiture has taken place, and also until the rights of the grantor have 
been enforced by an act of entry. These lands in law belong to the 
railroad companies, and the mere right of the United States to enforce 
the forfeiture, though a very valuable right and if enforced will return 
the land to the Government, does not prevent them from being liable 
to taxation before the forfeiture is enforced. 

I wish to call the attention of the Senator from Florida to a very fa- 
mniliar principle upon the subject, that when the forfeiture takes place, 
when entry has been made at.common law (and a bill passed by Con- 
gress is simply an entry), the entry avoids all incumbrances, all liens, 
all conveyances, and transfers which may have been made by the grantee 
or which arose under him prior to that time; or, in other words, it re- 
stores to the grantor his rights in the land as fully and perfectly as they 
existed at the time he parted with the title. So there is nothing incon- 
gruous in the idea of taxing the estate or the right, whatever it may 
be, of the railroad corporations in these lands. 

The third section of the bill, as amended on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Kansas, removes utterly all doubt that could exist on that 
subject. If the amendment of the Senator from Florida is adopted it 
will amount simply to this, if I have read the history of the railroad 
corporations correctly, that not one acre in five hundred which the 
railroads have gotten has been earned within the time limited in the 
acts making the grants, and the bill would simply be inoperative for 
the want of a subject-matter to which it could apply. 

I may add that by this bill the United States do not undertake to 
tax these lands. The bill merely allows the States and Territories in 
which they lie to tax them by removing the only obstacle in the way 
of their doing so. How taxation by a State or Territory can affect the 
right of the United States I can not see. Besides, strictly and le- 
gally speaking, the taxation is on the railroad companies on account of 
their interest in and title to the land, and not on the land itself. The 
tax when assessed will be a debt against the railroad company, and 
any property which it owns will be liable to seizure and sale to pay it. 
If the land is sold to pay the tax, then under the bill, whatever interest 
the railroad company has in the land will be sold and nothing more. 
The third section of the bill is an absolute, specific security against 
any transfer of the title or interest of the United States by any such 
sale. 

Mr. CALL. I appreciate the points of law of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi. Iam very well satisfied that this is not an estate vested in 
any grantee; it is an estate which is in the United States, because the 
condition has never been performed upon which the land was proposed 
to be granted; but I do not propose to argue that point and to open 
all those questions. 

This is a correct amendment, for the reason that whatever may be 
the law, whether the land is in the railroad company or not, it should 
not be taxed if we propose to forfeit it. The railroad company should 
not be required to pay taxes upon that land which we do not intend 
it to possess and own. 

Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him fora 
minute right there? 

Mr. CALL. Certainly. 

Mr. GEORGE. When a man holds land by deed subject to forfeit- 
ure by condition subsequent up to the time of entry by the grantor for 
condition broken it is his. He can use it; he can keep everybody else 
out of it; he can rent it; he can plant it; he can cultivate it; he can 
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take timber from it; he ean do anything he pleases with it. Because | 
there is a condition which may never be enforced during the time in | 
which his proprietorship is undisputed and absolute against everybody 

in the world, except the right of entry on the part of. the grantor, why | 
should he be exempt from the ordinary burdens imposed upon every | 
property-holder to help support the Government? Suppose I were to 

grant to the Senator from Florida a thousand acres of land upon acon- 

dition-subsequent, who is to pay the taxesonthat? Heisin possession; | 
he c2u sue any man for trespass who goes upon it; he can maintain an | 
action of ejectment against any man who ejects him from it; he can | 
cultivate it; he can sellit; he can mortgageit; he can do anything with | 
it that an absolute proprietor can do, and thus clothed with all these 
indicia of right and of ownership, why should he be exempted from tax- 

ation just because his title is not complete? 

Mr. CALL, The difference is between technical deductions of law | 
and jact. It might be that where property has become the undisputed | 
subject of taxation and been so for some time and has been transierred | 
to other hands, the tax should be borne by the person in whom the legal | 
title was vested. That is not the case with these railroad grants. They | 
were grants of large territories of unoccupied lands, and to a great ex- | 
tent they are now unoccupied. They have been reserved from actual | 
settloment for the purpose of having the conditions of the grant com- | 
plied with. They have beea reserved awaiting the action of Congress, | 
and the title to them rests, except the mere naked legal fiction that 
worn'!s conveying a present interest are operative to vest the interest, 
whatever it is, created by the law, subject to the conditions of the law, 
in the United Statesalone. For all practical purposes the title remains 
in the Government. 

These lands have never been subject to taxation. They were granted 
for a great public purpose; they are the lands of the United States. 
Whatever legal fictions may be declared or exist in regard to these 
matters, the fact is that it is a part of the public domain excluded from 
taxation by a compact between the States and the Federal Govern- 
ment, and granted to certain public agencies in the shape of corpora- 
tions for conditional objects, the completion of certain lines of road 
within a designated time. In that condition of things, with the ques- 
tion of forfeiture pressed upon us by the united voice of the people of 
this country of all parties, with the necessity on the part of the people 
for homestead settlement and cultivation, with this question easily te 
be settled by saying whether we will or will not forfeit these lands, we 
propose to pass a bill subjecting them to State and Territorial taxation. 

If they are not the lands of the railroad company, if it is intended 
to forfeit them, weshould not tax them; we have no right to tax them. 
If they are not the lands of the railroad company the objects of the 
billare to be immediately attained by passing an act opening the lands 
to homestead settlement and inviting the people of the country to go 
uponthem. ‘This would subject them to State and Territorial taxation 
and at the same time settle the question. But the passage of the bill 
will embarrass the question, and may be a confirmation in disguise of 
the title of these lands to great corporations, and you can not prevent 
it by any amendment to the bill which will reserve the legal power 
of forfeiture in the Congress of the United States. It may become a 
method of giving two or three hundred millions of dollars, to be paid 
out of the toil and suffering of the men, women, and children who 
are to cultivate these lands, to a few individuals. I am not in favor of 
using the powers conferred on us for this purpose or to this end. 

Mr. GEORGE. I call for the reading of the third section of the biil 
as amended. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 3. That this act shall not affect the right of the Government to declare or 
enforce a forfeiture of any lands so granted. But all the rights of the United 


States to said lands, or to any interest therein, shall be and remain as if this act 
had not passed, except as to the lien mentioned in the first section hereof. 


.The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Florida [Mr. CALL]. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, when the bill first came on to diseus- 
sion, now more than a month since, I an amendment, the 
same in its nature as that which was offered by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Hoar], excepting that the amount of ownership in a 
single individual derived by a tax-sale under the provisions of the bill 
should be limited to 320 acres of agricultural land, and to not exceed- 
ing 640 acres of any other description. Understanding that the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts was to press his amendment at a later time, 1 
witadrew or indicated a purpose to withhold my own. Since he has 
abandoned the whole matter, I do not propose to renew it in that form. 

did, however, give notice at the same time of an intention to move 
as an amendment to the bill the provisions of Senate bill No. 1495, 
whici I introduced at an early stage of the session and which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, a bill which covered the entire 
question as to the amount of the parcels in which the public domain 
should now and forever hereafter be disposed of, as from time to time 
the title of the country to its domain should be parted with; and also 
restricting the lands to an ownership of no greater amount than the 


The third section of the bill will be 
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original parcels for all time in perpetuity, and providing that thy. ,,,, 
ents, the original title from the United States, should recite t);. |, 
vision, and that the provision should appear forever afterward ; 
conveyances between parties. 

I had designed to move that bill as an amendment to this 3), 
and now that the matter has been discussed considerably, if t} 
tor from Kansas who has the bill in charge and who is the chair; , 
the Committee on Public Lands would feel like taking the mat:,, 
and disposing of it in connection with this bill, I should be very .), 


| indeed to have him do so. 


As it is a very great question, I am not disposed to press the . 
ment for consideration at this time against his objection, but | 
here with searcely any opposition that it is exceedingly desira}) 
a policy of this kind restricting the holdings of the now public do; 
forever hereafter to a limitation is to be adopted at all with re: 
to any of the public domain, it should be adopted at this time wit) 
reference to the great amount of land the control of which in the fy. 
ure will slip through our fingers if this bill should become a |.) 

It is said that about 200,000,000 acres have been granted in the way 
of assistance to the construction of railroads in this country. Ajmost 
50,000,000 acres were granted a single road, the Northern Pacitic roq4 
which probably more than any other will be affected by the provision, 
of the bill. That is one-fourth part of the amount of availale ger. 
cultural domain which is supposed to be now in the possession of the 

It must be at once apparent to the chairman of the committee and 
to the Senate that if the policy, which seems to be almost unanimous|y 
concurred in, of limiting to small holdings so much of the publi: 
domain as is still within our control for the future is to prevail at al] 
it ought to be adopted now when we are practically disposing of on 
control of so large an amount of it. 

As I said before, I do not like to press this measure against the sen 
of the chairman of the committee. I will send the proposed amend- 
ment to the Secretary’s desk that it may be read. I design it to ) 
the form of additional sections. I send up the original Senate bill 
1495. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment proposed by the 
Senator from New Hampshire will be read. 

The CuieFr CLERK. It is proposed to add to the bill th 
additional sections: 


following 


Sec.—. That no natural person or persons or partnership shall licreafter a 
a hold, or own, either by vir ue of the laws relating to the disposition 
t 


he public lands, or by graat, assignment, purchase, Gescent,or by any othe: 
method by which title to land may be acquired, more than 320 acres of agri: 
ural lands nor more than 640 acres of any description of lands which sh 
long to the public domain, on or after the of this act; and hereafter 
patents and evidences of title to any portion of the public domain to which us 
act shall apply shall recite the provisicns hereof. 

Sec. —. That all lands acquired, held, or owned in violation of the provi-s 
of this act shall be forfeited to the United States, and it shall be the duty oft 
Attorney-General to enforce every such forfeiture by due process of, law 


Mr, BLAIR. In this connection I desire further to say that there is 
in the possession of the Senate, in one of the published documents of the 
country, the testimony taken by the Committee on Education and Labor 
upon the relations between labor and capital, a vast amount of infor 
mation upon the great evil of absenteeism, landlordism, and thie result 
of immense land holdings in certain individuals or in certain titles 
There is in that document a great amount of information bearing on 
this subject, and if Senators have occasion to examine the matter | think 
they will be satisfied that there is but very little to be said in opposi- 
tion to an amendment of the kind which I have proposed to the l/l, 

I do not wish to undertake to go into anything like a lengthy (i- 
cussion of the matter, but I have thought it would be well for me to 
send to the desk and have read a newspaper hrticle, but which | know 
to be substantially true. It isonly an illustration in a single instance 
of an evil which is already pressing upon the country, and wlich } 
felt and suffered even in some of the elder States of the Union. |! 
in the form of a communication to the New York World, and by s\) 
ing that I know it to be substantially trae I do not mean to cain 
question the accuracy of the New York World as an authority upod 
questions generally, but simply to say that this is only one instance: 
a great many which the investigations of the committee broug!t to 





light and the trath of which they corroborate. I ask the Chief Clers 


to read so much of the article as I have indicated, omitting the ire! 
vant matter which I have erased. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Hamp=)'! 
asks leave to have the paper sent to the desk read. If there be 100° 
jection it will be read. 

Mr. PLUMB. I will ask the Senator from New Hampshir 
would not answer his purpose as well to have it put into the !t! 
and save the time of reading ? ; 

Mr. BLAIR. No; I can read it myself, it is short. 3 

Mr. PLUMB. Then I have no objection to its being read at ‘) 
desk. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not care to have the whole of the article read. 
have indicated the parts I desire to have read. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The paper will be read. 


, 


L 
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The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


i 

yur IRISH LAND-MISER—HOW WILLIAM SCULLY ACQUIRED TWO HUNDRED THOU- | 
SAND ACRES OF WESTERN LANDS. i 

Latte Briraiy, N. Y., May5. | 

The publicity recently given to the rack-renting practices of William Scully, 
the Irish absentee landlord, of thousands of acres of Western lands hasattracted | 
i 

| 





much attention here. Mr. Charles Reynders, of this place, related to a Wor!d 
correspondent to-day some facts that throw an important and interesting light 
19 Scully’s character and the results of the system he has imported. 

“| spent a Jong time with the Scully tenants, or ‘renters’ as they are called, 
athe summer of 1882,” said Mr. Reynders. “It was in Logan County, Illinois,” | 
ne continued, “ that Scully laid the foundations of his present fortune. Imme- | 
diately after the Mexican war he began buying up soldiers’ homestead war- | 
rants. For these he paid extremely little, as he went to work very quietly and 
eysicmatically, buying from men who either remained in the Army or returned | 
to ovcupations in the large cities, which indicated their indisposition to become | 
pioneer farmers m what was then a wild region of country. In more than one | 
instance, it is said, he secured a 160-acre tract for % cr $10. He has never sold | 
an nere of all the land thus acquired. On the contrary, it has been made the | 
means of wringing from the hard hands of a |arge peasant tenantry by any in- | 
direction all that their daily toil might produce above a wretched subsistence | 
year in and year out. He is virtually as much master of about a thousand of | 
iheve human toilers as the harachs were of the Egyptian slaves whose lives | 
were sacrificed in building the pyramids, and their condition is little better than 
that of the wretched fellaheen of to-day, who are compelled to labor unceas- 
ingly through a miserable existence to provide for the extravagance of success- 
ive khédives. : } : | 
: Scuily’s rents are adjusted according to the quality of the land, but in no case | 
are they low enough to leave the cultivators more than enough tokeep body and | 
soul togethér. These are mostly men with families, and without capital, who | 
rent the land in the vain hope of being able tosave enough in a few years toen- | 
able them to become purchasers of other land and establish comfortable homes. 
Instead of this they usually find themselves worse off at the end of five or six | 
years than they wereat the beginning, with their labor mortgaged to pay arrears | 
of rent. Besides the rental the tenant is obliged to pay all taxes and other | 
charges on the land, and to make his own improvements, no indemnity being 
alowed. Inthe city of Lincoln Scully has several agents to watch and report 
on crop prospects, secure poorest payment of rents, and see to the exact observ- 
ance of the iron-clad leases. His agents make much of the assertion that Seul- 
ly's rentsare reduced when the crops fail. This, however, is only partially true. 
For every such “reduction” the tenant is charged with the deficiency and | 
obliged to make itupin the next good season. Theastute landlord does not try 
to extract blood from a stone, 

Having been bought up in small parcels here and there, Seully’s lands often | 
adjoin farms owned by those who live on them, and the contrast is striking. A 
squatter’s shanty in Harlem is a palace compared to the squalid huts of the rent- 
ers, On the other hand, the dwellings of the owners of adjoining farms are, as 
a rule, well-built, tasteful, and comfortable houses that indicate the prosperous 
industry of the American farmer. 

= 


~ * e * 


From his lands in Logan County alone he derives an annual rental of nearly 
$150,000. The pitiable condition of the people under this system is likely soon 
to result in decided action. WhileI wasin the neighborhood there was no little 
talk of bringing forward a measure in the Legislature to forfeit the lands to the | 
State, paying Scully a fair indemnification, and allowing his tenants to become 


proprietors by a system of small payments extending over ten years. This is 
somewhat on the 


lan of Gladstone’s land bill for Ireland, and much trouble 
might be avoided by adopting some such scheme before it is too late. 


Mr. BLAIR. It is apparent from that and other like instances that 
the evils apprehended are already realized; they are an existing factor 
in the affairs of this country; and legislation to be of any avail ought 
to be made applicable to the comparatively small pittance of our pub- 
lic domain which still remains under our control. There is scope 
enough for the evil among the lands the title to which is already vested 
in private individuals, beyond our action probably, and probably be- 
yond that of the power of the States, certainly until in some dire ex- | 
tremity there bea resort to revolution or something like it. And I 
appeal once more to the Senator from Kansas to know whether he will 
object to my moving or himself moving this amendment at the present 
time on the present bill. 

Mr. PLUMB. If this bill is to go through it must go throngh as a 
measure for the taxation of railroad landsand not as a measure for gather- 
ing together all the other things we think we would like to havedone. I 
hope the Senate will stand by this bill, if not in its present shape at all 
events as a bill for the accomplishment of one purpose, and not bring 
up 4 question of this kind, which will undoubtedly lead to long debate, 
in which the subjects will get inextricably mixed. If the Senator is 
zalous about his bill, as I have no doubt he is, he will have ample op- 
portunity to get it before the Senate as a substantive measure, when it 
can be considered on its own merits and not be embarrassed by the con- 
sideration of the tax measure at the same time and not embarrass in its 
turn the measure now before the Senate. 

_Mr. BLAIR. Iask the Senator if he believes his construction of the 
bill as it is before the Senate is such that if there be a failure to inter- 
pose this safeguard at the present time there will be any difficulty in 
doing it by subsequent legislation ? 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not think there will, but there are a great many 
other bills to which it can be hitched, and as this bill has been experi- 
mented with considerably, I hope the Senator will not desire to make 

further experiments. | 

Mr. BLAIR: As I said, I do not wish te press any amendment 
against the j tof the chairman. I donot wish to embarrass tlic 
hes but I this is a measure to be attended to by substantive 








The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment is withdrawn. 
The bill Was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments | 
made as in Committee of the Whole were concurred in. 


wat ae 4a ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was 
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| States to said lands or to any interest therein shall be and remain 
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Mr. VANCE? 
bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Before the vote is taken on the final passage of 
the bill, in order that the bill may be accelerated in its passage in the 


I ask for the yeas and nays ou the passage of the 





other HouseI ask unanimous consent to move it as an amendment to 
a House bill upon the same subject. Therefore I move that this bill 
be substituted after the enacting clause of House bill 5874 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us see what that is. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That can only be done by unani- 
| mous consent or by postponing the present bill and taking up the House 
| bill, ; 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the House bill be read for information 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If there is objection | move to take up the ! 
bill. 

The PRESIDENT prot Che Senator from Nebraska can nike 

| such a motion. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I move that the Committee on Public Lands be 
discharged from the further consideration of House bill 5874, and that 
it be taken up for consideration for the purpose of substituting fo 

| the Senate bill we are about to pass. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the House bill read for rm ! 
if that is the motion. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Have not the yeas and nays been ordered on 1 


Senate bill ? 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The yeasand nays have been ord 
on the passage of the bill, but it is still in the competence of any } 


O¢ 


| ator to move that the Senate take up any other bill pending the co: 
| sideration of the present bill. 


That, the Chair understands, is th 
tion of the Senator from Nebraska. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that question I ask that te bi 
be taken up be read for information. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be read. 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the bill (H. R. 5874) to alter and 
amend the act entitled ‘‘An act to aid in the construction of a railjroacd 
and telegraph line irom the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and 
to secure to the Government the use of the same for postal, military, 
and other purposes,’’ approved July 1, 1862, and also to alter and 

mend the act of Congress approved July 2, 1864, in amendment o! 
said first-named act, but before concluding was interrupted by 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not myself ask that it be read any more. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is, Will the Senate pr: 
ceed to the consideration of the House bill referred to, discharging thu 
Committee on Public Lands from its further consideration ? 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 


| Whole, proceeded to consider House bill No. 5874. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. I movetostrike out all after the enacting clau 
of the bill just read and insert Senate bill 1812, as amended. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Nebraska mo\ 
to amend by striking out all after the enacting clause and insertin 
what will be read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senate bill having just passed toa third read 
ing, it need not be read. 

Mr. INGALLS. It had better be read as amended. 

The Chief Clerk read the words proposed to be inserted, as follows 


That no lands granted to any railroad corporation by any act of Congress 
shall be exempt from taxation by States, Territories, and other muricipal coi 
porations on account of the lien of the United States upon the same for the costs 
of surveying, selecting, and conveying the same, or because no patent has becn 
issued therefor; but this provision shall not apply to lands unsurveyed: Pro 
vided, That any such lands sold for taxes shall be taken by the purchaser sul- 
ject to the lien for costs of surveying, selecting, and conveying, to be paid in 
such manner by the purchaser as the Secretary of the Interior may by rule pro- 
vide, and to all liens of the United States, all mortgages of the United States 
and all rights of the United States in respect of such lands: Prorided furthe 
That this act shall apply only to lands situated opposite to and conterminous 
with completed portions of said roads, and in organized counties: Provided fur 
ther, That at any sale of lands under the provisions of this act the United States 
may become a preferred purchaser, and in such case the lands sold shall be re- 
stored to the public domain and disposed of as now provided by the laws relat 
ing thereto. 

Sec. 2. That if any railroad corporation required by law to pay the « 
surveying, selecting, or conveying any lands granted to such company or fox 
its use and benefit by act of Congress shall for thirty days neglect or refuse t 
pay any such costs after demand for payment thereof by the Secretary of t! 
interior, he shall notify the Attorney-General, who shall at once commence pro- 
ceedings to collect the same, but when any sum shall be col.ected of such rai! 
road company as costs of surveying, selecting and conveying any tract of land 


osts of 


| which shall have been purchased under the prqyisions of section 1 hereof, the 


Secretary of the Interior shall out of such collection reimburse said pur 
his heirs or assigns, the amount of money paid by him ast sts of 
veying, selecting, and conveying. 
Sec. 3. That this act shall not affect the right of the Government to declare or 
enforce a forfeiture of any lands so granted, but all the rights of the United 
as if this act 
hee ry of. 


haser, 


he et such sur- 


had not passed except as to the lien mentioned in the first sectior 


Mr. PLUMB. I ask unanimous consent that the last proviso of sec- 
tion 1 may be amended by striking out the word ‘‘ now.’’ where it oc- 
curs in connection with the words “ provided by the laws,’’ &c. It 
might be construed to carry into this bill by reference the present ex- 
isting land laws, which may be bereafter amended. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The amendment is open to amend- 
ment. 
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Mr. INGALLS. I suggest that the word “ other,’’ before ‘‘ munici- 
pal corporations,’’ in line 5 of section 1, be stricken out. The use of 
the word ‘‘other’’ there would imply that a State or Territory was a 
municipal corporation, which I suppose is not the case. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask unanimous consent that that word be stricken 
out. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
read. 

The Cuixr CLerK. In the last line of the last proviso of section 1 
it is proposed to strike out the word ‘‘ now;’’ so as to read: 

Provided further, That at any sale of lands under the provisions of this act the 
United States may become a preferred purchaser, and in such case the lands 
sold shall be restored to the public domain and disposed of as provided by the 
laws relating thereto. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB. I now move tostrike out the word ‘‘ other,’’ in line 
5 of the first section, before the word ‘‘ municipal;’’ so as to read: 

That no lands granted toany railroad corporation by any act of Congress 
shall be exempt from taxation by States, Territories, and municipal corpora- 
tions, &e, 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Mr. CALL. I do not know what is in that House bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has all been stricken out. 

Mr. HARRIS. The House bill has been stricken out and the Senate 
bill inserted. 

Mr. CALL. It is very singular legislation. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I desire to amend the title by striking out the 
title of the House bill and inserting that of Senate bill 1812; so as to 
read: ‘‘A bill to provide for taxation of railroad-grant lands, and for 
other purposes.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I move that the Senate insist on its amendment 
and ask for a committee of conference with the House of Representa- 
tives on this bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and by unanimons consent the President 
pro tempore was authorized to appoint the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to inquire what has become of the bill of 
which we recently reached the third reading? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection Senate bill 
1812 will be indefinitely postponed. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had signed the en- 
rolled bill (H. R. 6975) to establish additional life-saving stations; and 
it was thereupon signed by the President pro tempore. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PLUMB. I present to the Senate the conference report on the 
Post-Office appropriation bill. It is not my intention to call it up now, 
but I ask that it lie on the table, and I will state for the information 
of Senators that it will not probably be called up until some time next 
week. Several Senators have notified me of their desire to speak upon 
the subject of the principal disagreement between the two Houses. 

The report is as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5887) “‘ making appropriations 


for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1887,"’ having met, after full and free conference have been unable to agree. 
P. B. PLUMB, 
WM. MAHONE, 
JAS. B. BECK, 
Managers on the part of the Senatc. 
JAMES Hi. BLOUNT, 


J. M. RIGGS 
ENRY H. BINGHAM, 


i 

Managers on the part of the Housc. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Does the Senator wish that the con- 
ference report be printed ? 

Mr. PLUMB. Ido not care about having it printed. 
nothing in it but a simple disagreement as to all the ameudments. 
Sometime during the latter part of next week, probably, I shall call it 
up and at a time when it will answer the convenience of Senators who 
desire to speak on the subject. 

Mr. BECK. As one of the conferees, I hope the Senator from Kan- 
sas will give us one day’s notice before he it up. 

Mr. PLUMB. I propose to give at least two days’ notice to the 
Senate. 

CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. ALLISON. The Committee on Appropriations instruct me to 
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The modifications proposed will be | 


There is | 


JUNE 3, 


report the bill (H. R. 6392) making appropriations for the diplomat, 

and consular service of the Government for the fiscal year ending J oo 

| 30, 1887, and for other purposes, with sundry amendments. j 
INDIAN TRADERSHIPS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair announces the aj)pojps. 
ment of the following Senators as the Select Committee on Indiqy 
Traderships: Mr. WiLson of Iowa, Mr. TELLER, Mr. Spooner. yy; 
HARRIS, and Mr. WILSON of Maryland. 

Mr. SPOONER. I understand the Chair has announced nx 
of the committee to investigate the Indian traderships. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SPOONER. I shall be obliged toask to be excused from sery; 
upon that committee. It will be impossible for me to give attention 
to it with the engagements I have made. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Wisconsin asks to 
| be excused from service upon the Committee on Indian Traderships. 

Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and the Senator is excused. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. My name was announced at the head of that 
committee. When the resolution was introduced I stated that I had 
no personal knowledge of the facts involved, but that the subject be- 
longed properly to the jurisdiction of the Committee on Indian A fairs, 
I would very cheerfally, however, discharge the duty which service 
| upon that committee would impose upon me if it were practicable for 
| me to do so; but I have about all the committee work now that I can 

attend to during the session, and afterward I have engagements which 
| will require my attention during the vacation. I therefore ask to he 
| excused from service on that committee. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Iowa asks 


one 


ce 





to be 


| excused from service upon the Committee on Indian Traders. If there 
be no objection the order excusing him will be made. 
Mr. TELLER. I desire to prefer the same request. I do not see 


that I have any time to give to this special subject, and I do not think 
it is a subject for a special committee. I think it is a subject for the 
standing committee of this body on Indian Affairs. That committee 
arrogates to itself a good deal; and when there is a little labor I think 
that committee ought to discharge it. I think there is where the in- 
quiry should have gone, and there is where I understood it did go; but 
it seems that I was mistaken. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Committee on Indian Affairs 
reported the resolution substituting a select committee to be appointed 
by the Chair for the standing committee. 

Mr. TELLER. It will be utterly impossible for me to discharge any 
duties in that direction. 

Mr. DAWES. The Committee on Indian Affairs made the report 
without any desire toshirk any duty that properly belongs to it. The 
Committee on Indian Affairs found itself in a position where it could 
not discharge this duty for the very reasons that the Senators who are 
appointed upon this committee have indicated tothe Senate and which 
have been considered by the Senate sufficient reasons for excusing 
them. Each member of the Committee on Indian Affairs found him- 
self as having made engagements, like the Senator from Wisconsin, for 
the vacation, which render it impossible for them to discharge this 
duty. 

There was no desire to either disparage the duty itself or to shirk any 
Jabor proper to be performed by that committee. It is well known 
that that committee has devoted its vacations for four or five years to 
duties which they have not sought themselves but which have been de- 
volved upon them, so that while other Senators have had the opportu- 
nity to discharge other engagements during the vacation, that commit- 
tee has found itself employed during the whole vacation upon matters 
that the Senate, without their seeking and in many instances against 
their entreaty, have imposed upon them. Now members of the com- 
mittee find themselves in this situation, and that is the sole reason why 
they have asked that a special committee of the Senate should take 
this duty off their hands. 

It is due to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that I should say in 
this connection that since the reference of the resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs he has addressed a letter to the committee 
which indicates that he feels, after the introduction of this matter upon 
the statements made, that it is due to him and to his usefulness as 20 
official of this Government that in good faith and thoroughly and im- 
partially this investigation should be carried on. It can not be carried 
on in the opinion of the Committee on Indian Affairs by that commit 
tee; and that is the reason they rted it back to the Senate and 
asked that a special committee having no other duty upon it should 
devote itself to that work. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no question pending. 

Mr. TELLER. I asked to be excused from service. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That makes a question. The Sen 
ator from Colorado asks to be excused from service on the select com 
mittee. If there be no objection that order will be made. 


INDEMNITY TO CHINESE SUBJECTS. 
Mr. EVARTS. I move that the Chinese indemnity bill which was 


under discussion y and this morping shall be now taken up 
with a view of ing it. 


eC CC CALL ALA 
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- The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
‘¢ Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 2225) to indemnify 
certain subjects of the Chinese Empire for losses sustained by the vio- 
jence of a mob at Rock Springs, in the Territory of Wyoming, in Sep- 
r, 1885. 
—_ EVARTS. Mr. President, I have no desire to detain the Sen- 
ate long from a vote on this bill. I hope that it may be brought to a 
vote at this sitting and without a very prolonged debate; certainly I 
shall occupy but a very brief time. 
~ Tt came in my way as Secretary of State early to take up for delib- 
erate and responsible consideration the relations between this country 
and its Government and the Chinese population here and the Chinese 
, Government. I then formed the opinion that the interests of the 
United States required that Chinese immigration, as it was called, 
really presented no conformity with, in fact no similarity to, theimmi- 
gration that we have been hospitable to through the whole history of 
this country, and which I hoped, so far as my opinions went, would 
never be changed. aa 

Without insisting upon the traits of this discrimination to which I 

have adverted, I formed the opinion that the coming of the Chinese as 
they were here as they were expected to beif the country was still 
open to them, was more properly the condition of importation or of in- 
yasion thanof immigration. I have therefore from the begianing and 
have acted from the beginning on the opinion that the arrangements 
existing under the former treaties ought to be changed, and took the 
jead therefore in a commission that brought about the treaty of 1880. 
That treaty still left remaining in this country the Chinese population 
that had come here under the Burlingame treaty, and the question 
therefore was of the right acquired by this Government to regulate the 
condition of the Chinese here, how that was properly to be adminis- 
tered in conformity with the concession and the terms found in the 
new treaty. 

We have just disposed of a bill of very thorough and comprehensive 
application and action, that is to carry out in the interests of the people 
of this country, as I regard them, the administration of the continued 
population now here of that race and of that nation. We are now to 
confront another element of importance in the relations between the 
Chinese Empire and this country, between the Government of this 
country and the government of China, and that is the relations arising 
out of the deplorable massacre and violence and spoliation in a Terri- 
tory of the United States which was practiced without any other provo- 
cation that I know of than the fact that these poor victims were Chinese, 
subjects of the Empire of China. Their presence, their toleration be- 
came offensive to another portion of our population then locally inter- 
mixed with them, who were rivaling in the industries for which they 
were competing. 

It has been said—it was said by you, Mr. President—that none of 
those engaged in these violences were citizens of the United States. 
They were persons subject to the laws of the United States; they were 
persons for whose conduct we were responsible as much as we were 
for that of native or of naturalized citizens. We exert our power and 
extend our authority over all that are within our territory and subject 
to the general dominion of our power and of our laws. Weare to treat 
this, therefore, in dealing with China, as if this was the act of the peo- 
ple of the United States. 

Nor can we draw any distinction as toward China or toward the 
emperor between the circumstances under which these Chinese were 
here, nor of the paeanenion occasion or opportunity for division, for dis- 

valry, for hatred, and for the pursuit of wrath. They 
were entitled to as much protection as if they had been subjects of 
Great Britain or citizens of France. They were under the same law; 
we had the same power; and we do not lower our authority in the 
presence of any difficulties or dangers on this land. 

There comes then under these circumstances first the dignity of the 
occurrence. It was not an ordinary mob; it was not a temporary ex- 
citement or perturbation of spirit unconnected with the carrying out 
of a purpose. This was a Sian against the Chinese who were here 
in the peace of our laws, under our Government, under our Constita- 
tion, and under the late relations of almost the extreme of comity and 
had been accorded by the Chinese Government in «c- 

1 to our occasions the treaty of 1880 in disparity from the 
Burlingame . ‘There was also an indication that, relieved from 
its asperities, most of the resentments, most of the competitions of our 
Teople had passed away. There was only thisremnant that was to be 

ult with, and that were to pass out of our territory never to return, 
or if to return at all, under the restrictions that identified them. 

This was what fairly may be called a massacre, a di to any com- 

ty where it occurs, and a disgrace to any power or government that 
does not punish the offenders and reinstate the injury. I do not qualify 
Dean ay teem or word. That was a di to the com- 


| 
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they are generally called, non-Christian nations. 
ain and ourselves there is what we may call an absolute unity in the 
habits of government and administration of law; not merely that we 


countries, were to be treated as subject to their laws. 
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local government. There were no laws prevalent in that community 
but the laws of the United States of America either by direct legislation 
or by legislation called into power directly by this Government and ex- 
ercised within our own territory. 


The history shows that for these fifteen murders and this list of less 


serious injuries and of spoliation of these poor people, counting by a 
hundred or so and culminating only in the sum of $147,000, nobody 
has been punished and no restitution has been made. 
a crime of excitement on the part of the mob, it was a crime either of 


If it was then 


indifference or of imbecility on the part of the Government there. If 
it was a crime of imbecility and indifference on the part of authori- 


ties there, then those who represented the power of this great Govern- 
ment should themselves have been punished and themselves removed 
from position. 


And thus in all relations that prevail between nations 
we stand as the power responsible for the transaction, not in its origin, 


but for the transaction as it has been treated, or as it has proceeded 
since it occurred. 


I“nave now to say but a word about the distinction between the re- 


lations between this country and the western powers, and the rela- 


tions between this and the western powers and the Oriental, or, as 
Between Great Brit- 


have the same common law and the same system of trials of fact and 


of control of judicial matters; but we have the same habits of feel- 


ing, and we know exactly how far and how close may be the ex- 
cesses that are possible in the administration of justice which will occur 
to the disgrace of its administration in any community for a moment 
or under extraordinary circumstances. So with the Continental na- 
tions; we have the same religion, the same race, the same institutions, 
the same humanity, the same amenities, and we do not hesitate to 
understand that when our citizens or their subjects or citizens are in 
the country of another, we submit them and expect them to be sub- 
mitted to the ordinary fate that belong to the administration of affairs 
as governing and protecting the safety and security of the population. 

In our dealings with the Oriental or non-Christian nations, including 
Turkey, we have never been willing to stand upon those footings. 
We have never been willing that our citizens, when sojourners in those 
Extraterrito- 
rial protection of our people in providing tribunals and methods of trial 
and protection have been insisted upon and are governed by our trea- 
ties. 

Now when it comes toa question between China and the United 
States, with this transaction present between them for observation and 
criticism and judgment of these two nations concerning this identical 
transaction and in the judgment of all the nations of the world, how 
are we to meet this situation under this responsibility so direct of this 
Government, except to deal with it upon the same terms that we have 
insisted upon from those nations? Wein advance have said, ‘‘ We 
will claim exemption and extraterritorial jurisdiction for our citizens 
in their rights and in their trials; we have refused that to you;’’ and 
now putting it upon a ground of superiority in our laws, in our hu- 
manity, in our cultivation of all Christian and all benevolent relations, 
we ask you to receive from us the cold answer of diplomacy that all 
people are safe here and the laws protect, and the Jaws punish, and the 
laws redress ! 

Our Government has been called upon in regard to Turkey, and 
Japan, and China, to exact indemnity for outrages that had been per- 
petrated at the cost and injury of our citizens, our missionaries, our 
merchants, our travelers. We have done it and have not hesitated to 
do it, regarding it asa charge for which those governments were re- 
sponsible although the acts complained of proceeded from no act either 
of the Japanese or of the Chinese or of the Turkish Government. I 
do not mean that all the cases were of this kind, but all cases falling 
within that condition. We have said that we do not occupy the same re- 
lation, we do not recognize that the administration of justice or of pun- 
ishment or the rules of protection are the same with you that they are 
with us. But diplomatically the answer must be made to the Chinese 
as I had occasion to make it in the instance of the Colorado violence, 
which was fortunately much less and much better administered in the 
way of redress and protection than in this case—the diplomatic an- 
swer is the same, and that is that when persons are within a foreign 
country and there are laws and courts of justice and violence has 
sprung out of the ground, as it were, and victims have fallen among 
your sojourning population the fate is the same as it would be upon 
our own people; our laws punish with severity all such crimes; our 
laws protect by police against the perpetration of such crimes, and 
your people while within the borders of our territory must submit to 
thesame fate with ours. And this we say to these Oriental or non-Chris- 
tian nations with the same tone with which we deny to them the same 
answer on their part when violence and massacre or violence and spo- 
liation spring out of the ground also in their territories, not by the 
act of the government. We insist upon indemnity and have exacted 
it over and over again. 

There is, therefore, no inconsistency in the view which I presented 
of the relations by which the executive government were held to a rec- 
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ognition of responsibility from that position which I now take and in 
the concurrence that Mr. Blaine when Secretary of State did me the 
honor to present in his own letter and that the present Secretary of 
State has also done. There is no difference whatever in the view all 
of us presented in this diplomatic relation and that which we—I at 
least and the present Secretary of State—have occasion now to consider. 

What is, then, the relation we are in? As against any of the West- 
ern nations, when the administration of justice by them, although 
they have the same laws, the same system, the same freedom, the same 
submission to the supremacy of jury trials, &c.—when there is an in- 
stance of agreat, noticeable, undeniable violence and spoliation that has 
been followed by an actual indifference of the ordinary administra- 
tion of justice and-the obstruction and the indifference put wholly on 
the ground that our race and our nationality was the occasion of the 
violence and the occasion of the indifference, we have not been dis- 
posed to submit to an answer that the laws are equal and the situation 
is the same. 

What then should be ourattitude toward China, for we need not dis- 
cuss it as applicable to other nations nor as furnishing a rule for action 
herafter? itis this: Although ex debito justitiz we cannot admit that 
it isarule of responsibility, yet every nation recognizes that it hears 
with respect and attention whatever may touch the heart and the feel- 
ing and the duty of a foreign nation and may properly be presented to 
the heart, the feeling, and the duty of our nation; and thatis, whether 
on pre-existing obligations or not, and as a matter of diplomatic recog- 
nition of responsibility that the executive government undertakes. 
When it is thus presented to us we will look at the features and the 
circumstances and the relations of the actual transaction. And I ap- 
prebend that whatever divergence of opinion or feeling there may be 
as to whether there should be an actual unanimity in making this in- 
demnity, I think all will agree that the cireumstances of this transac- 
tion will be, in the judgment of the people of this country, objects of 
future consideration, of future record, if we have done what we can to 
obliterate the disgrace to our Government on the subject of there hav- 
ing been no punishment and no reparation in a Territory where our 
Government has direct authority. 

All will agree that China has a right to be stirred in the breasts of 
all that mass of population and may affect the great statesmen and the 
great rulers of that friendly nation, and our people have a right to be 
stirred; and they have a right not to submit themselves to the final 
disposition of a local community where the neighbors will not prose- 
cute and will not convict and will not punish for these outrages. This 
Government itself by whatever regulation of absolute obligation may 
subsist, our people must rescue itself from this foul blot of violence and 
turbulence, and this fouler blot of the indifference of our communities. 

It isin this view, Mr. President, that I have chosen to present this 
case, because of the course of the Chinese minister in the discussion of 
diplomatic views which have been brought to attention. 

I am told that in the other House, as matter of argument in favor of 
this indemnity, some reference has been made to the attitude taken by 
the counsel of this Government in the insistence and prosecution of its 
rights against Great Britain for the injuries that we suffered by the 
spoliation of our commerce by the escaped cruisers. It is quite true 
that within the scope of that argument thus raised between nation and 
nation, under no pre-existing obligations of recognized and stipulated 
force and operation, the answer there made that they had laws and 
they were laws of freedom and that they could not arrest and they 
could not intervene except on the principles of the common law and o 
adequate evidence before they could be called upon to exercise their 
power, and that the escape of the cruisers, therefore, was to be treated 
as one of those misfortunes that must happen under the exercise of 
these liberal views in the administration of justice. 

It is true that that answer was met on our part by the position that 
as toward us they were bound to maintain neutrality, and if that neu- 
trality could not be preserved under proper obligations to us except 
according to such domestic and municipal regulations as they thought 
were of advantage to themselves, this violation of neutrality and these 
outrages upon us could not be perpetrated upon us at our expense for 
the benefit of their domestic affairs. It appears to me that when a na- 
tion comes to act, as it does not under pre-existing obligations, but of 
its own motion, of its own sense of what it should do as belonging from 
one great nation to another great friendly n-.tion toward whom more than 
ever preseatly we should show a disposition both of justice and of regard, 
in a case never likely to occur between other nations with more strik- 
ing obligations than in the particular relations between these two great 
governments, we must concur that the grant of this indemnity from 
the Treasury, asked for by the executive government and now sub- 
mitted to the action of the Senate, should receive, I should hope, almost 
& unanimous support. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I wish to make a few observations upon 
this bill. 

This has been one of the most grievous ou ever committed in 
our country or in any other. It is a barbarism which it is impossible 
for language to describe. I read a very short extract taken from a 
paper published in the county where this outrage occurred: 

A look around the scenes of the previous day's work revealed some terrible 
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other Chinaman was found, shot through the hips, but still alive. 


of the bank. He was taken up town and cared for by Dr. Woodruff, 


show that, in the past 
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sights Thursday morning. In the smoking cellar of one Chinese house 1) 

blackened bodies of three Chinamen wereseen, Three others were in the oo). 
of another, and four more bodies were found near by. From the position of .,... 
of the bodies it would seem asif they had began to dig a hole in the ce} ar {,, j,,, 
themselves. But the fire overtook them when about half way in the ho : 
ing their lower extremities to a crisp and leaving the upper portion of ; sol 
untouched. At the east end of Chinatown another body was found, charrr,) )” 
the flamesand mutilated by hogs. The smeil that arose from the smok)). ;, 
was horribly suggestive of burning flesh. Farther east were the bodies oy ;,,... 
more Chinamen, shot down in their flight; one of them had tumbled oy;; -— 
bank,and lay in the creek with face upturned and distorted. Sti!) furtjyo, me 


He ha i beer 
shot just as he came to the bank,and had fallen over and lay close to the «.... 
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this two others were seriously wounded, and many who got away were »),, 
slightly hurt. The trains to-day have picked up a large number of China, 
on the track and taken them west. 
[From Salt Lake Tribune. ] 
AT ROCK SPRINGS—A SPECIAL TRIBUNE REPRESENTATIVE ON THE Grovyp. 
After the massacre on September 2, the bodies of twenty-five Chinese wors 
hered and buried on a portion of the burnt district. The bodies were o. 

umed and placed in coffins, and given burial in the Chinese cemetery, w);), 
the Government directors were here,and they had an opportunity to see th. 
ghastly remains. Probably no more horrible mortuary scene ever presented 
itself to man then this. Trunks and limbs of human beings, showing the wor, 
of fire-arms, knives, bludgeons, and of fire, mingled in one mass of putrefac;|,, 
when all had been gathered together. On many the skulls were mashed in gnc 
brains protruded. Regarding the number killed, and who have perished fy,» 
fright and starvation, or died from their wounds, it is doubtful whether the fy); 
list will ever be made known, but it is known that twenty-five have been buried 
that in all forty-eight are missing, including these twenty-five, and itis believed 
that fifteen are dead in the hills. One Chinaman, who came in after living oy; 
several days, reports that two of his comrades died, and before he lef them {), 
coyotes had begun to devour the bodies. This is probably one incident ina hair 
dozen or more. The Chinaman who reported this when he came in was 
nearly famished that he lay down by atub and drank asif he never would be 
able to quench his dreadful thirst, and, being wounded in his foot, went away fo; 
treatment, and can not now be found. 

This isa very small part of the description of this most cowardly out- 
rage upon humanity as well as upon the laws and upon the treaty ob- 
ligations of this Government to protect these Chinese. It has heen 
argued that there was no obligation on the part of this Government to 
do more than give to these people the usual remedy of access to the 
courts, to the judicial authorities. I donot so understand the relations 
that one government sustains to another. For a thousand years the 
traveler who goes beyond the jurisdiction of his country and enters into 
the sovereignty of another has been followed by the power of his gov- 
ernment, and to that alone does he look for protection. It is true that 
he has the right to appeal to the judicial authority; but suppose that, 
as is generally the case and as is recognized by international |aw, pro- 
tection has not been thus afforded to him, who is there to hold the for- 
eign government amenable? Whothrows protection around the citizen 
except the sovereignty under whose flag and under whose power he has 
gone abroad? Whose obligation is it to secure the peace of the Com- 
monwealth and protect the people from organized violence? It is the 
Government’s, and foreign governments must hold the sovereign respou- 
sible that it shall be done. 

Mr. President, it seems strange to me that there should be any ques- 
tion made in regard to the necessity and propriety of passing this bill. 
I find in the official documents which have been presented to us the 
following: 

But the official and published records of the Government of the United States 
thirty years, that Government has repeatedly intervened 
officially and demanded of the Chinese Government not only the punishment 








of rioters, robbers, and other lawless persons, who lave destroyed or appropri- 


ated the property of American citizens in China, but has also asked the impe- 
rial government either to compel the outlaws or the local authorities to indem- 
nify those citizens for the losses sustained, or has asked the imperial government 
itself to pay these losses. The most noted instauce is that of the convention of 
1858, when, at the close of the British and French hostilities against China. a! 
the urgent instance of the Government of the United States, $735,258.97 were 
China to satisfy the claims of American citizens, a large amount 0! 
which was fer losses occasioned by mobs, robbery, and other lawless acts 0! | 
dividual Chinese subjects. For detailed information as to these elaims, re!c'- 
ence is made to inclosure No. 3. ' 
Since that date the official publications disclose a number of cases, one 0! |! 
most important being that of the Tien-Tsin riot in 1870, when the native pop 
lation attacked the French Catholic mission in that city,destroyed the cathe 
dral, the consulate, and the establishment of the French Sisters of Mer 9 
and the mob resulted in the death of sixteen French subjects, includins he 
consul, and three Russians. Al the riot was directed against the rene) 
Catholic missions, some property ng tothe American board of miss! s 
was destroyed or injured. The A’ minister, Mr. Low, very promp'') 
united with the other members of the diplomatic corps in a joint note to Princ: 
Kung, calling urgently upon the im: 1 government to take prompt mo 
these rioters. in which they state that “it is indispensable tho', 
as other countries hear the tidings of this crime, they should, at the same time, 
be informed that justice is being done.” (For. Rel., 1870, p. 359.) 
In connection with that I read the following from the communica 
tion of the Secretary of State: 
Such remedies must be pursued in the quarter and through the ove 
nues of justice marked out for the such wrongs. rare 
The doctrine of the non-liability of the United States for the acts of indivi . 
uals committed in violation of its laws is clear as to acts of its own citizens," 
of accorded them of res 
and infringing upon the rights 
vely laid down by my prede- 
cessora in office, to whose declarations in that behalf your note refers. To = 
doctrine the course of this Government furnishes no exception. And in this 
connection I venture to say that you labor under a misapprehension in citing 


in 1850, in respect of the vio- 
sponsible tne to the Sno ana with Se Ore seer cr 
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Nothing can be clearer than the enunciation of the doctrine of Government | Senate, to appoint npt exceeding seven special assistants to the Secretary of the 
liability on that occasion. While denouncing such outrages as disgraceful | Interior for the considera 1 of such cases, at a « ensation not exceeding 
nf in criminal violation of law and order, it was emphatically denied that the | $10 a day for a period not exceeding twelve months, €21,00 
= in question created any obligation on-the part of the United States, arising | : ia iad 
wie of the good faith of nations towards each other, for the losses thusoccasioned | Mr. RDMUNDS. Now read the 
ou ead to individuals. Neither is there a parity between the Spanish incident | The Chief Clerk read as follows 
7 1300 and the recent riot and massacre of the Chinese at Rock Springs. D , - " ' 
a | EPARTMENT OF 1 STErIor, Was May 26, 1886 
Now, Mr. President, there isa great contradiction between this enun- Str: Iam in receipt of your letter of the 24th instant, requesting to be in- 
ation of the Secretary of State and the practice of this Government oes the present total number of pension appeals before the Secretary of 
is 2 . ‘ ‘ i 1LCTIOr“, mi P *1 ne app iin tine « eotl criuayr Wood are te sttr- 
in demanding indemnity from the Chinese Government. Can that be | en oe cn ee emenae Laue eee 
law which the Government of the United States does not recognize and consideration, and how long it has been pending. I have the honor to state in 
enforce in its relations with other governments? We understand that reply ny at during the year 1585 there were twenty-six hundred and twenty-one 
is 9 legal fiction that the sovereignty is bound by no Jaw except the | erence ae eee eee een posed of, and those ap- 
11s : = voliti 1 bh a o rr pealed in Mare h, 1885, are now being considered The appeal in Mr, Wood- 
law of its own sovereign volition, rut the question is upon what ptin- | ward's case was filed on the 6th May, 1885, and there are about four hundred 
ciple of right did the Government of the United States act in demand- a shead of his on the docket; approximately it will therefore be at least 
ing indemnity from the Chinese Governmgnt for a robbery and a vio- : T will state further that there lenotl a aioe dade this year up to the 
lence perpetrated upon an American citize by a Chinese mob? And | present date something overtwelve hundred cases, makir ga total of over three 
when the Government of the United States undertake to say that there | thousand claims pending on appeal before the Department 
is no obligation upon this Government to do what they demanded of | Very respectfully, L. @.C. LAMAR. 8 
China to do, there can be no justification of such s proposition. Hon. George F. Epueunps, . 
Does not the action of any sovereign government toward another gov- | United States & 
cmment furnish the law for its proceeding in regard to that same gov-| The amendment was ordered to be printed and referred to the Com- 
ernment when a like case occurs? I merely wish to say that there is | mittee on Pensions. 
no reasoning in this proposition. What has the Senate of the United | EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
States, in dealing with a great question relating to the foreign inter- iia ee eee ae eins 
course of this Government with another one, to do with technical ques- | The PRESIDENT eae i a eS 
on cas ‘ > . ., pro tempore. e senator Oo! NeW ork R 
tions as to legal responsibility? I undertake to say that by the light 5 ee 


of precedent, by the acknowledgment of this and every other govern- | EVARTS] moves that the Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 

7 : = , | tive siness 

ment as to what is just, as to what are the obligations of international | +: business. ; ‘ :  « ; - 

law, the man who comes into this country invited by a treaty obliga- The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid 

am, here under the protection of the National Government “te | eration of executive business. After one hour and nine minutes spent 

ae is remitted the anes of its foreign afiides and its usietionn in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 6 o'clock and 3 

“uh feoulags esunteies And I say Satine that wien this Gov | minutes p.m.) the Senate adjourned antil to-morrow, Friday, June 4, 
: : ; oe : oo | 1886, at 12 o’clock m. 

ernment demanded and received indemnity for an American citizen for | }996, #t 12 o'clock m - 

violence perpetrated by a Chinese mob, we affirmed to the Government 


of China and all the world that we would furnish the like protection CONPIRMATIONS. 
= the like indemnity to Chinese and others who should suffer under Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 28, 1886 
ike circumstances. 

I conceive that there is neither authority nor reason nor justice in ASSOCIATE TERRITORIAL JUSTICES. 


denying the responsibility of the Government of the United States for William H. Barnes, of Illinois, to be associate justice of the supreme 
the protection of these Chinese subjects and for indemnifying them for | court of the Territory of Arizona. 
their losses in this great outrage. Louis K. Church, of New York, to be associate justice of the supreme 
Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, I did not anticipate that this bill | court of the Territory of Dakota. 
would come up forfinalaction to-day. I desire tosubmita few remarks 
upon it, particularly to refer tosome precedents and authorities which I 
have not now convenient. I would be very much obliged if the Senator 
in charge of the bill would consent that we might now go into execu- 
tive session and take it up in the morning. It will save a great deal of 
time, because I do not want to detain the Senate long, and if I were to 
speak now I should be compelled to read a great deal more than I should 
do if I had time to arrange the paragraphs I wish to quote. SURVEYORS OF CUSTOMS. 
Mr. EVARTS. Certainly; I think it isa proper concession if it is Alfred C. Egerter, of West Virginia, to be surveyor of customs for 
desired; but I should like to have some understanding as to whether | the port of Wheeling, in the State of West Virginia. 
we shall be able to go on with the matter to-morrow. Leon Trousdale, of Tennessee, to be surveyor of customs for the port 
Mr. COCKRELL. It comes up as the unfinished business. of Nashville, in the State of Tennessee. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will come up as the un- 





PENSION AGENT. 
senjamin F. Peach, jr., of Lynn, Mass., to be pension agent at Bos- 
ton, Mass. 
CONSUL. 
Frederick Ellison, of Indiana, to be consul df the United States at 
Asuncion. 


OLS 
aa 


for the district of Colorado. 


. COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 
finished business », 
M ee eee to-morrow. : . . Robert M. T. Hunter, of Virginia, to be collector of customs for the 
tr. COCKRELL. Give notice that you will call it up in the morn- district of Tappah: + in the State of Virgini: 
ing hour again. istrict of Tappahannock, in the State of Virginia. 
Mr. EVARTS. I will call it up again. UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will come up as the un-| Fabius H. Bushee, of North Carolina, to be attorney of the United 
finished business at 2 o'clock. | States for the eastern district of North Carolina. 
en COCKRELL. But the Senator can move.to take it up before | Henry W. Hobson, of Colorado, to be attorney of the United States 
a 
nehpame tempore, Does the Senator from New York | MARSHALS OF THE UNITED ee 
o fT anicians »s march: a Tinited S+ > 
Mr. EVARTS. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration Reuben B. Pleasants, of Louisiana, to be marshal of the United States 
of executive business. for the eastern district of Louisiana. 


_Mr. EDMUNDS. Before that is done, I ask the Senator from New Romulo Martinez, of New Mexico, to be marshal of the United States 
York to yield. I hope we shall finish this bill to-night. for the Territory of New Mexico. a 

Mr. EVARTS. I yield to the Senator from Vermont Samuel L. Graham, of Virginia, to be marshal of the United States 

- for the western district of Virginia. 
PENSION APPEALS. | Frank H. Dyer, of Utah Territory, to be marshal of the United States 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to submit an amendment to be proposed | for the Territory of Utah. 
to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill, which I Thomas E. Kelly, of Nevada, to be marshal of the United States for 
ask to have referred for the time being to the Committee on Pensions | the district of Nevada. 
which has charge of these affairs to consider, and I should like tohave | Robert 8S. Kelly, of Montana, to be marshal,of the United States for 
ae amendment read together with a letter from the Secretary of the | the Territory of Montana. 

ae to me about the number of pension appeals now de- REGISTERS OF LAND OFFICE. 
Coal aiken _ Pe een eee I chink | A. F. Snelling, of Lakeview, Oreg., to be register of the land office 
The PRESIDENT —" | of Lakeview, Ore. 

protempore. If there be no objection the proposed “a f the land office : Ss 

en will be read, and also the letter of the Secretary of the In- John Y. Ostrander, to be register of the land office at Olympia, Wash. 


PROMOTION IN THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
The Chief Clerk read the proposed amendment, as follows: 


To enable the Corps of Engineers. 
Se Commissioner of eae him eiietel cata tho Prectinns of she First Lieut. Dan. C. Kingman, to be captain. Second Lieut. Henry 
nited States is hereby authorized, by with the advice and consent of the | E. Waterman, to be first lieutenant. 
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POSTMASTERS. In reply thereto I have the honor to state that, so far as this inquiry ,, 


rs : . . a suspension from office, I feel bound by the rules } a testo 
Willard Stearns, to be postmaster at Adrian, in the county of Lena- sengah saaphaes to the Senate upon the oo oetee feed Gown in the Pres ent'e 


wee awd State of Michigan. But in order that I may surely act within the requirements of the «.. 


William Schermerhorn, to be postmaster at Hudson, in the county a veesind toe cneuaitnes Gen dee nme, <a poy hn a fixe. "t Teg 
xed 1 ; 


of Lenawee and State of Michigan. : tached to it, and to further state that the President is satisfied that ac)... 
Patrick H. MeGarry, to be postmaster at Stanton, in the county of a incumbency of = — will aun fe, an improvement of the public. 
Montcalm and State of Michigan. : 4 ——- = policy of the present administration will be better 
Shannon Clements, to be postmaster at Bucyrus, Crawford County, Except as the same may be involved in these considerations, no ; 
Ohio. taining charges reflecting upon the official or moral character of the 
Benjamin F. Howell, to be postmaster at Riverhead, Suffolk County, oan, cae es 
New York. , ; Respectfully, yours, 
Robert Humphrey, to be postmaster at West New Brighton, Rich- See es ii D, MANNI? 
mond County, New York. on. Justix S. MORRIL!., fs a eee 
ot Ole 4 Livi . ty.N Chairman of the Senate Commitiee on Finance. 
, Albert Sweet, to be postmaster at Dansville, Livingston County, New A resolution, as follows, was unanimously adopted by the Com» 
York. mee Apel 6 sane, an eens » = and all tthe Treas rs to the foreg: 
James TB. Crossen, to be postmaster at The Dalles, Waco County “Resolved, That the letters of the Secretary of the Treasury to the Conjiyip 
Or 1 p ae , “? | on Finance, dated March 16, 1886, or subsequently, in relation to the syenenc 
a. = . i : of collectors of internal revenue, should be received and held as hon: at Reade 
Frank W. Osburn, to be postmaster at Eugene City, Lane County, | tions made in good faith that there are no charges or papers on file in (1, : 
Oregon. partment reflecting in any manner against their moral or official , ct « 


: “frie . : at Clark © \ > Terri. | Character.” 
Stephen D. Jeffries, to be postmaster at Clark, Clark County, Terri Sadie tiictbatensent af Gaste. ond the fact Gant there is no fixed |. 
tory of Dakota. to the office of collector of internal revenue, the committee recom met 


Peter Nodler, to be postmaster at Covington, Kenton County, Ken- | firmation of Mr. Eliett. 


tucky. nonlin’ John W. Causey, of Delaware, to be collector of internal r 
Don A. Gilbert, to be postmaster at Bainbridge, Chenango County, | the district of Delaware. 


New York. : , ; The above confirmation was accompanied by the following , 
Charles | D. Curtis, to be postmaster at Hielena, Lewis, and Clark | from the Committee on Finance; which was ordered by the Senate ¢ 
County, Territory of Montana. as : be printed in the Recorp: 
W. Scott Gillespie, to be postmaster at Kingston, N. Y. neG ri : ait aiall id : 
Silas C. Bennett. to be stmaster at Geo town. Colo The Committee on Finance have had under consideration the io r 
MAS. | ’ posvme : Tg¢ ’ : (No. 1285) of John W. Causey, of Delaware, to be collector of interna! wer 
Anton Klaus, to be postmaster at Jamestown, Dak. for the oe of Delaware, in place of Beriah hg ome suspended, so fa 
; - as they have been able to obtain the information, they find that Sain WY. Causey 
James Moran, jr., to be postmaster at Waukegan, Ill. is a fit and proper person to discharge the duties of the office, and that t! are 
COLLECTORS OF INTERNAL REVENUE. no charges or papers on file reflecting upon the character of Beriah Watso 
. ¢ suspended, as will appear from the following letter of the Secretary the 
Frank J. Pratt, of Massachusetts, to be collector of internal revenue | Treasury : 
for the tenth district of Massachusetts. TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 18, 188 
The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report Sir: Your communication on behalf of the Finance Committee of the Sen- 


: 7s . aiial . ate, dated March 17, 1886, asking whether or not “‘ there are any charges o1 
from the Committee on Finance; which was ordered by the Senate to against the official or moral charactcrof Beriah Watson, late collector ot inte 


be printed in the REcorD: nal sovenne tot the distriot of Delaware, pounded” is received. 

The Committee on Finance have had under consideration the nomination (No. In reply thereto I have the honor to state that, so far as this inquiry relates 
856) of Frank J. Pratt, of Massachusetts, to be collector of internal revenue for the | * S¥Spension from office, I fee! aaane by eee 7 = the President's 
tenth district of Massachusetts, in place of Edward R. Tinker, suspended, and, so | Técent message to the Senate upon the Fee subject of such suspensions 
far as they have been able to obtain the information, they find that Frank J. Pratt But in order that I may surely act within the requirements of the statute relat- 
is a fit and proper person to discharge the duties of the office, and that there are ing to the furnishing by this Department of information to the Senate. [ be, 
no charges or papers on file reflecting upon the character of Edward R. Tinker, ee ee a Seeeees seeeneed to, hae no _ d term at 

- Secretary Treas and u « ata cha 
euapengen, as will appear from the following letteret the of the T the incumbency of said office will result in an improvement of the public + ‘ 
és TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 17, 1886 —— the policy of the present administration will be better carried out | 
- : ’ such a change 
1 — = a oe ~ eae ep eg Except as ihe same may be involved in these considerations, no papers « 
againet the official or moral character of Edward R. Tinker, late collector of in- | ‘ining — es ees eens oe eeteees emmraceer o€ the suspend 
onal revenue for the district of Massachusetts, suspended, §0 ie nemitund. eee ment Seana in your communication are in the custody of this De; 

In reply thereto I have the honor to state that, so far as this inquiry relates oa, 
to a suspension from office, I feel bound by the ‘rules laid down in the Presi- Hon. Justrx 8S. Morritt, 
_— ub ememge to he Sanals eye general subject of such suspen- Chairman of the Senate Comimiitee on Finance. 

bi I 1 ithin th irem ~ A resolution, as follows, was unanimously adopted by the Committe: on | 
teling to yey dL by this Department of information ease ins napes, Aue April 6, 1886, in relation to this and all similar letters to the fi ng 
leave to remind the committee that the office referred to has no fixed term at- That the letters of the Secretary of the Treasury to the Committ 
tached to it, and to further state that the President is satisfied that a change in | ©" mend dated March 16, 1886, or subsequently, in relation to the suspension 
the incumbency of said office will result in an improvement of the public serv- | of collectors of internal revenue, should be received and held as honest dec ors- 
ice, and that the policy of the present administration will be better carried out | tions made in good faith that thereare no charges or papers on file in the Depar 





D. MANNING, § 


by ‘such change. . ment reflecting in any manner against their moral or official conduct 

the sam 1 ideratio' papers . | acter.” 
coining chen : Soieaiier: eee the a. Under this statement of facts, and the fact that there is no fixed term alla 
officer men entlo ned in your communication are in the custody of this rt- | to the office of collector of internal revenue, the committee recommend th: 
ment firmation of Mr. Causey. 


Respectfully, yours, 


D. MANNING, Secretary. : ©. 
Hon. Justrix 8. MoRRILL, 


Chairman of the Senate Commitliee on Finance, ‘SENTATIVES. 

a eee ere Soe emireea eres bas 27> ee ek a 
> n an im » 
wit Resolved, That the letters of the Secretary of the Treasury to the Committes on THURSDAY, June 3, 1886. 


Finance, dated March 1, 1888 aan oueereuentiy, Ss = rt ae < The House was called to order at 11 o’clock a. m. by Hon. J. ii } 
tions made in good faith that there are no charges or papers on file in the De- | CLARK, its Clerk, who directed the reading of the following comm.~ 
— reflecting in any manner against their moral or official conduct or | cation: 


Under this statement of facts, and the fact that there is no fixed term attached Sreaker's Room, Hovse OF REPRESENTATIV'~ 
to the office of collector of internal revenue, the committee recommend the con- Washington, D. C., June », | 
firmation of Mr. Pratt. Having tobe absent from the city. I hereby eienete ee. Onis WELLDOR: 

Andrew L. Ellett, of Virginia, to be collector of internal revenue for | P****4¢ #* Speaker pro tempore during this legislative tax: 1 tore, 
the second district of Virginia. Hon. Joun B. CrarK, s 

The above confirmation was accompanied by the following report Clerk House ef Representatives. 
from the Committee on Finance; which was ordered by the Senate to Mr. WELLBORN accordingly took the chair as Speaker pro ( 
be printed in the Recorp: Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mrisury, D. D. 

Zhe Committee on Tipene ham had under consideration the nomination The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approve: 
Co. —)of Andrew L, Ellett, of n lace ose be collector of internal revenue for 
he second district of ee of Asa — so far as EVENING SESSION FOR DEBATE. 
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wit and geaper passen, to Gahens Se Or car een, on8 ees Mr. HILL, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 1~ 


poy i — suspended, tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
vs wl appeat fom the following sie ofthe Secretary ofthe freasury March 18, 1950, | Resolved, That the House take « recess at 4.55 p. m. this day until § o'elo P. 


evening session to be devoted to debate on] the Oklahoma !) 
' Srr: Your communication on behalf of the Finance Committee of the Senate m., the tobe = P 
dated March 17, ogy ar onfile against ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

for the eecond district of Virginia, , is received, Mr. HATCH. I demand the regular order. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular order is the call of commit- 
tees for reports. 

RELINQUISHMENT OF LANDS, SAN FRANCISCO. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on the Public Lands, reported 
hack with favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 6402) to relinquish 
the interest of the United States in certain lands to the city and county 
of San Francisco, and its grantees; which was referred to the House 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

KANSAS CITY, FORT SCOTT AND GULF RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on Railways and Canals, re- 
ported back with favorable recommendation the joint resolution (S. R. 
18) for the relief of the Kansas City, ‘ort Scott and Gulf Railway Com- 
pany; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

JOSEPH S. MOODY. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, from the.Committee on Pensions, re- 
ported back favorably the bill (S. 948) granting a pension to Joseph S. 
Moody; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

MATHIAS WONDRACK. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on Pensions, also 
reported back favorably the bill (S. 1384) granting a pension to Mathias 
Wondrack; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
onthe Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

CHESTER A. ARTHUR AND WILLIAM H. ROBERTSON. 


Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
back favorably the bill (S. 2053) for the relief of Chester A. Arthur and 
William H. Robertson, late collectors of customs of the district of the 
eity of New York; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

E. B. BAILEY. 


Mr. WARNER, of Missouri, from the Committee on Claims, also re- 
ported back favorably the bill (H. R. 9033) for the relief of E. B. Bailey; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

J. M. HOBBS. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (H. R. 118) for the relief of J. M. Hobbs; which was re- 
ferred to the ittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no objection, the Chair will 
now recognize gentlemen to present reports who were not in their seats 
when their committees were called. 

There was no objection. 

CHAPTER 218 OF ACTS OF FORTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 

Mr. CULBERSON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported 
back favorably the bill (S. 2152) to amend chapter 218 of the acts of 
the first session of the Forty-seventh Congress, approved June 15, 1882; 
which was referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

GEN. BENJAMIN F. KELLY. 


Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (S. 838) granting an increase of pension to Benja- 
min F. Ke'ly; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORT. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, re- 
ported back with an adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 1524) 
making an appropriation for the purchase of a work entitled ‘‘ Port 
charges and requirements on vessels in the various ports of the world, 
with tables of moneys, weights, and measures of all nations, and a tel- 
egraphic code for masters, owners, and ship-brokers, by Theodore Hun- 
ter and Jarvis Patten,’’ for the use of United States consuls that are 
stationed at and through said consuls for consultation of Amer- 
ican ship-masters visiting those ports; which was laid on the table, and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

LOUISA KEARNEY. 


Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee on Pensions, reported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. 5927) for the relief of Louisa Kearney; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Cal- 
endar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee on Pensions, also reported back 
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adversely bills of the following titles; which were laid on the table, and 
the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 


A bill (H. R. 5280) to pay to the surviving children of Revolution- 


ary soldiers the arrears of pensions between 1818 and 1832; 


The bill (H. R. 1856) granting a pension to Isaac Winans; and 

The bill (H. R. 8942) increasing the pension of Dwyer Tracy. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT TROY. 

Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 


reported back favorably the bill (H. R. 7775) to increase the appropri- 
ation for the erection of a public building at Troy, N. Y.; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
and, with the report hereafter to be filed, ordered to be printed. 


LETTER-CARRIERS. 
Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri, from the Committee on Labor, reported 


back favorably the bill (S. 2076) to extend to letter-carriers the privi- 
leges secured to other employés of the United States by section 3738 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to the hours of labor; which was re- 
ferred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


APPEALS TO SUPREME COURT. 
Mr. CASWELL, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. 5577) to provide that a judgment in the cir- 


cuit court of the United States upon an interest coupon of a bond by 
a municipal corporation shall not be conclusive in a question on the 
bond when the amount gives jurisdiction to the Supreme Court on ap- 


peal; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, with the ac- 


companying report, ordered to be printed. 


FURNITURE FOR GOVERNOR’S OFFICE, UTAH. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House a letter from the 


acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting an estimate from the sec- 
retary of Utah for the purchase of furniture for the office of the gov- 
ernor; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


NEW PENSION BUILDING. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter from 


the acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, with inclosures, an 
estimate from the Secretary of the Interior for the construction of an 
additional floor in the new pension building; which was referred to the 


Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House bills of the 


Senate of the following titles; which were referred as follows: 


The bill (S. 188) to prevent the acquisition of real property by aliens, 
and for other purposes—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill (S. 1991) supplementary to and amendatory of ‘‘An act to exe- 
cute certain treaty stipulations relating to Chinese,’’ approved May 6, 
1882, as amended by an act to amend said act approved July 5, 1884— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. HupD, indefinitely, on account of severe indisposition. 
To Mr. CLEMENTS, for ten days. 
To Mr. LAIRD, indefinitely. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. ELY, by unanimous consent leave was given to 
withdraw from the files of the House certain papers presented with 
the application for pension for the grandchildren of General Eleazer 
Brooks, of Lincoln, Mass. 

OLEOMARGARINE. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. By an agreement entered into yester- 
day evening the regular order now is the further consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, Kc. The gentleman from Missouri 
{[Mr. HatcH] is recognized. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, availing myself of the privilege of the 
rules, I shall occupy the hour allotted to me in further explanation of 
the provisions of this bill and of my own reasons for so earnestly sup- 
porting it. In many respects this is the most remarkable parliament- 
ary contest that has been had on this floor for many years. The very 
fact that this bill was reported from the Committee on Agriculture and 
not from the Committee on Ways and Means seems to have aroused 
antagonism at its first reading. 

How does it come that this bill is reported by the Committeeon Agri- 
culture? It results from a direct vote of this House. The jurisdiction 
conferred upon that committee comes from the same power that confers 
jurisdiction upon the Committee on Waysand Means, and upon all the 
other committees of the House. The Committee on Agriculture did 
not seek the responsibility of this measure. No member of that com- 
mittee introduced any bill upon this subject until after the Honse had 
acted upon the bill introduced by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Scorr] and, by a decisive vote, had referred that bill to the Com- 
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mittecon Agriculture. Afterward the gentleman from Minnesota [ Mr. 
Wiurtrr] and the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. FREDERICK], and perhaps 
inembers of the committee, introduced supplemental bills which 
also were referred to the same committee. The Committee on Agri- 
culture brings this bill before the House with all the authority and all 
the jurisdiction conferred upon any committee to report a bill, and this 
measure is entitled to the same careful consideration that it would have 
received had it been reported by the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Verhaps no bill that has been under consideration in this Congress 
or in any Congress during the past ten years has received a more thor- 
ough and in many respects a more searching, instructive, and able dis- 
cussion than this. While Iam glad to say that this is true in the main, 
yet it is also true that in this discussion expressions the most reckless, 
opposition as bitter as could possibly be put in words, has been hurled 
at this bill. Gentlemen opposing the bill started out with the cry of 
“‘fraud.’’ Like the cuttle-fish which attempts to darken and muddy 
the waters when it seeks to make its escape from danger, like the male- 
factor who blinds his pursurers by the cry of ‘‘stop thief!’’ gentlemen 
have raised this cry of ‘‘fraud’’ knowing and feeling that in opposing 
this bill they stood here the advocates of the monumental fraud of the 
nineteenth century. [Applause. ] 

Where is the fraud? Read the title of the bill. Is there a single 
word in it as to the purposes of this bill that any honorable man can 
object to? It is a bill todefine butter and to place an internal-revenue 
tax upon oleomargarine, and it defines what oleomargarine is. Where 
is the fraud? The fraud is in the manufacture of the article; the fraud 
is in the sale of the article; the frand is committed upon sixty millions 
of people who are asked to buy this article under a false and fraudu- 
lent name. The fraud exists only in the imagination of those gentle- 
men who are haunted by their own advocacy of this stupendous fraud. 

At the very outset, as was anticipated by the committec, we are met 
by the objection that this bill is unconstitutional. Hasany gentleman 
dared to assert in terms upon this floor and to risk his reputation as a 
constitutional lawyer upon the proposition that there isin the terms of 
this bill, in any section of it or in its entirety, an unconstitutional 
feature? Notone. No gentleman has ventured to risk his reputation 
as 2 lawyer by asserting that this bill upon its face is amenable to the 
objection of being unconstitutional. But they say that incidentally it 
involves a constitutional objection. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a very strange fact, but it is nevertheless a true 
one—and I state it because I am justified by the past action of this 
House, because the records of the last few Congresses bear me out in 
the statement—it is a very strange fact, I say, that every single meas- 
sure that is brought before the House of Representatives of the United 
States which looks to the amelioration of the condition of the agricult- 
ural masses, which looks in the direction of clipping the wings of some 
magnificent close corporation or monopoly, always meets with a flood 
of ‘constitutional ’’ objections. 

When measures come before this House in the interest of great cor- 
porations and corporate powers, of monopolies, either railroads, banks, 
or manufactures, no one hears a word about the Constitution; but let 
any representative of the agricultural interests of the country raise his 
voice here in behalf of any measure seeking to relieve them of the un- 
due burdens of taxation resting upon them and he is sure to be met 
with constitutional objection. The lion of the Judiciary Committee, 
the distinguished gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tucker], marches out 
into the middle aisle, shakes his shaggy mane, stamps his foot, and 
eres ‘‘ unconstitutional;’’ and all the constitutional lawyers of the 
House, big and little, great and small, echo ‘‘ unconstitutional ?’’ 
{Laughter and applause. } 

This is but a repetition of what we witnessed in the Forty-cighth 
Congress when the bill creating a bureau of animal industry was under 
discussion. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TucKrR] in the same 
emphatic and earnest manner declared that measure to be utterly un- 
constitutional and vicious, and yet a majority of both Houses differed 
with him, passed the bill, it was signed by the President, and is now 
existing law. That gentleman comesin again and cries “‘conscience!’’ 
in connection with this bill; and, lo and behold, all the constitutional 
lawyers who are so ready to advocate the interests of the corporations 
and monopolies of the country cry out ‘‘ conscience.’’ 

I accept the gage of battle. I place my advocacy of this bill upon 
the broadest and the grandest conscience—the conscience of each indi- 
vidual member. Whenever I am found on this floor on the side of 
corperate power and monopoly, whenever I am found on this floor ad- 
vocating like a special pleader the effort of the greatest manufacturing 
monopoly of the nineteenth century, then I want somebody to keep my 
conscience for me; but I will not go the constitutional lawyers of the 
House. I will go to some man, if I can find him, who is linked to the 
throne above by the ties of his mission, that I may get acquittance for 
such a deed as that. 

‘‘ Unconstitutional ’’ because we levy a tax! I hope gentlemen of 
the House will remember that in this extended argument of nine days 
not one single decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, not 
one line of any great commentator upon the Constitution, not even a 
single decision of a State court has been presented to the House in sup- 
port of the position that this bill upon its face in its separate provis- 
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ions or in its entirety is unconstitutional. A great many such ¢: 
tions have been read to sustain the constitutionality of the meas,.. 
and some things have been read against it. 

I sat in my seat with some trepidation on the first day of the 
sion on this bill, when the distinguished gentleman from Georgia 
HAMMOND] rose in his place and, with an air which was intend ; 
paralyze the intellects and still the hearts of the members of this Ho... 
until that great expounder of the Constitution could be heard fron). »,-,,. 
claimed the unconstitutionality of the bill. He had two books ber. 
him; and I listened with a great deal of interest to find out from who) | 
would quote to sustain his position. He did not keep us long in ’ 
ing. He quoted first from the living statesman from Georgia—}h jp, elf 
[laughter]; and for fear that he could not overwhelm the House wit), 
the soundness and eloquence of that quotation, he consented to supe. 
ment it by reading a short extract from the writings of the great dead 
expounder of the Constitution, Webster of Massachusetts! |) 
notice he put Webster last. [Laughter.] 

In the name of all the living admirers of Webster, I thank the yey 
tleman for having placed that great constitutional lawyer ayain upon 
the records of Congress side by side with the living statesman fro t}. 
great State of Georgia. [Laughter and applause.] And that gentle. 
man, hot satisfied with having read his opinion delivered some years ayy 
upon these constitutional questions, undertook later in the discussion 
with an arrogance which I say has never been equaled in this House 
to call in question the motives and the ‘“‘manhood”’ of gentlemen who 
advocate the passage of this bill. Who made him the keeper of any 
man’s manhood here? If he wants to try the manhood of some gen 
tlemen who advocate this bill, let him not do it under the shield and 
protection of the rules of this House in a discussion here. Let hin 
not use language that is susceptible of one of two constructions—eithe 
courteous or discourteous. Because, forsooth, the advocates and friends 
of this bill, the Committee on Agriculture, come in here and ask to 
amend it so as to meet the views of some gentlemen who desire that it 
shall be so amended, this can not be done without that gentleman say- 
ing that the committee had not the ‘‘manhood’’ to bring in this bil! 
in such and such a way, or having brought it in here, had not the ‘‘ man- 
hood’’ to stand by it. He will find out before he gets through whethe: 
we have the manhood to stand by it or not. When he thinks that th 
Committee on Agriculture or the two hundred men who stand behind 
this bill as its advocates can be driven from its support by either the 
eloquence or the maledictions of the gentleman from Georgia he makes 
the mistake of his life. 

Mr. Speaker, gentlemen on this floor for whose opinions I have pro 
found respect, have in this discussion made issue that the bill is a dis 
crimination in favor of one legitimateindustry of the country as against 
another. I have listened throughout this long discussion to a!! the ar- 
guments in support of that view; and if I could have been satistied |! 
the position was sustained, I would myself have moved to strike : 
the enacting clause of this bill. If to-day we can not convincea majo: 
ity of this House that such is not the object and effect of this bill I ho; 
it will be defeated. I am not here as the advocate of the protection o/ 
one legitimate American industry at the expenseofanother. My voi 
has never been raised and my votenever cast in favor of any such prop- 
osition; and any gentleman who attributes to me any such motivcs not 
only does me an injustice, but he does himself a greater wrong. We 
are not asking the protection of a great American industry at the x- 
pense of any other legitimate industry ofthe country. Ifthe manulact 
ure and sale of this compound known as oleomargarine is not in «!! i's 
elements an outrageous and infamous fraud from the beginning to the 
end, then I hope this bill will be defeated. We are simply seeking \» 
protect the people of the country from the imposition of a fraud inthe 
hands of a great and wealthy close corporation and combination, «ul 
that under letters patent, which have been, and will be again, rea‘ be- 
fore the House. 

What is it that we seek to tax? Is it a legitimate industry of the 
country? Are the people at lange engaged in the manufacture of this 
commodity? Not by any means. The production of this article | 
confined, so far as I have been able to get reliable statistics, to less t!.1) 
three hundred and fifty, or at the outside five hundred, manufacturers 
in the United States. Ofthis number less than one hundred manuli:'- 
ure seven-eighths of the whole product. Who ever heard of this art! 
a few years ago? The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. TILL \\ | 
says that it is one of the boons and blessings of the age in which 
live; and he makes the remarkable statement on this floor that in |) 
judgment it is better than butter. ‘‘ Ephraim is joined to his idols 
I shall not attempt to convince that gentleman of his error. ** Wbe:« 
ignorance is bliss ’tis folly to be wise.’’ [Laughter.] But what is\’ 

Now, I want to say in the very outset of this argument that I do" 
agree with the admissions made on the part of some of the support«'> 
of this bill, that in their judgment oleomargarine can be made pala '- 
ble and wholesome as human food. Without a qualification I do 1 
consent to that proposition. ; 

I do not believe that it is within the power of chemistry, that 1! ' 
within the power of patentees by any process, or that it is within the 
power of skilled workmen, to so combine the raw materials with th ; 
chemicals used in the manufacture to make the oleomargarine to 
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used in its raw state as butter a wholesome or palatable food. 
it altogetmer, and I have no respect for the opinion of any chemist 
who asserts it. That selected samples of the product have been sent 
to chemists and have received their commendation, that large sums of 
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money have been paid for their opinions upon them, no man who has | 


studied the question doubts for a minute; but any doctor or chemist 
who tells me that I can take for three hundred and sixty-five days in 
the year and three times a day into my stomach the raw, uncooked 
product of oleomargarine, used as butter, simply writes himself down 
in my judgment as a knave or an ass. [Laughter.] I do not believe 
any § nonsense ; and no man who has ever given the subject the 
slightest attention and knows what it is believes it. 

That oleomargarine can be used, manufactured from pure materials, 
in eooking when subjected to a high temperature—the heat of the fire—- 
aud recooked, may under such circumstances be a wholesome food, I 
do not pretend to dery; I have not a doubt of it; and I am perfectly 
willing to admit that the gentlemen who sent the certificates from 
Chicago, Armour & Co., Fairbanks & Co., Swift & Co., in connection 
with their mode of manufacturing oleomargarine, make the very best 
and purest that is used in the United States. I do not question that. 
Nor do I question the further fact that when the product is made, 
there is put upon it a little stamp of “oleomargarine’’ upon the top 
or the bottom of the tub simply to be erased the moment it leaves the 
manufactory. That these great houses in connection with the slaughter- 
houses of Chicago, which is exactly as the manufacture is conducted 
in France, in connection with the abattoirs, is the best product of the 
kind that can be made, no man doubts. 

But that is not the danger. The danger is in the hundred and one 
little dead animal factories on the lines of the railroads, where they 
buy broken-down, diseased, and dead animals from the railroads; 
these little rendering establishments in the out-of-the-way towns and 
villages, that simply operate by purchasing the refuse and scrapings of 
the butcher-shops, and making this oleo oil to be used in the manufact- 
ure of oleomargarine and butterine, spreading disease and destruction 
throughout the country. There isthe danger which is constantly going 
ou; and if it is not checked it will be impossible for the citizens of the 
towns and villages, and in the cities also, to buy one pound of honest 
batter in this country.. There will be no such thing as good, honest 
markets. They are attempting even nowto seduce the smaller cream- 
eries, and even the farmers themselves, into using this oleo oil to be 
used in the manufacture of their butter on the farms and in the cream- 
eries. 

Why is it, Mr. Speaker, that no gentleman here in the discussion of 
this question has attempted to explain why, if this be a fair, honest, 
wholesome food product and intended for an honest market, that these 
people are using a method of coloring and flavoring this stuff to make 
it resemble butter? Why is it? Why, any one who knows anything 
of the manufacture of oleomargarine knows that the product itself is 
whiter than this handkerchief; it is as white as chalk, entirely color- 
less and odorless, as well as tasteless, but there comes in the process of 
frand. Then they commence to color and flavor it to look like butter 
and to taste like butter, and put it on the market to sell it as and for 
butter. That is the fraud. 

It was said by one or two wise men in the course of this debate that 
this is just what the butter-makers do; that they color the butter; and 
in the definition of butter as given in the first section of the bill this 
committee in reporting the bill sustained the fraud of coloring butter. 
These are the allegations that have been made in the discussion. Let me 
ask has your gold dollar got any alloy init? Hus your silver coin got 
anyalloy it? Is it any the less a standard silver or gold coin because 
it has gota little alloy in it? But do you, because of that fact, protect 
the counterfeiter? When the counterfeiter goes to make his base coin 
the color of gold or silver in order to pass it as a counterfeit, do you go 
to his aid and protect him? Now, it is true that the manufacturers of 
butter in the creameries of the country, who buy the cream product 
from one hundred or five hundred farms, gathering their cream from a 
cireuit of 10 or 15 miles, in preparing their butter use sometimes an- 
notto or expressed carrot juice or some other coloring matter for the 
purpose of keeping ita uniform standard in color. But there is no need 
for it. The great mass of the farmers do not use it at all. Not one in 
ten thousand puts any form of coloring matter into the butter. But 

the i pelled to use it to make a uniform color of their 


—— because of buying their cream from so many different farms. 
is thata crime? So faras I am individually concerned I do not be- 


lieve it adds to the value of the product. So far as I am con- 
cerned, in my t the highest standard of butter is that which 


pure from churn, without artificial color, without adulter- 
except that which nature gives, that which has come down to us 


the long ages, so long ago that even history itself fails to 
time of its earliest manufacture. 


record 
But the creameries are compelled to use it, and that is why the com- 


- placed in that section the words ‘‘ with or without coloring mat- 
ter.” An amendment to that was adopted by the Committee of the 
=o under a mi ion, and in my temporary absence from 


floor, offered by the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKIN- 
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this bill will vote against it when 


RIDGE}, and I hope every friend of 
it comes up before the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
to say, does he, that he wi 
of the creameries ? 

Mr. HATCH. I wish to say this, 

days for the privilege of expressing my views on this l, | do not 
propose to yield for any interruption. The gentleman from Arkansas 
and other gentlemen will bear me witness that I have not interrupted 
a single gentleman in his argument. I thank the gentleman from 
Vest Virginia [Mr. Gipson] for his compliment that | behaved 
very well, and [ wish it were in my power to return the compli 
[Laughter.] But I will say this, that with but a single exception (his 
demand for a quorum) that gentleman has behaved remarkably well 

There can be no mistake about my position. I say it is essential and 
necessary in connection with this bill; it is an absolute necessity that 
those words should be retained in the bill. Do you want to deprive 
the creameries of the power of making a uniform color of butter and 
to give that right to the maker of afraud? That is the position of the 
gentleman from Arkansas and of those who advocate that amendment. 
it and privilege of fraud upon the men who 
make the imitation and fraud upon butter, but deny it to the cream- 
eries of the country upon which thousands and thousands of farmers 
rely for a home market for their cream. 

It is necessary in this connection that I give the House some little 
information about what this product is, how it is used, and how it is 
sold. I will ask the Clerk to read two paragraphs I have marked in a 
slip taken from the American Grocer, published in the city of New 
York: 

The Clerk read as follows: 


[From the American Grocer 


The gentleman does not mean 
intenance that fraud on the part 


, 


res to cor 


that after having waited nine 
} 
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DISINGENUOUS. 

We notice that the manufacturers of oleomargarine and buiterine, who are op- 
posing the passage of the Scott bill, which imposes a national tax on butter sub 
stitutes and places their manufacture under the regulation of the Internal Rev- 
enue Department, are seeking to blind Congress to the main issue, which is its 
fraudulent sale at retail. The manufacturers profess to be in favor of its being 
honestly sold to the consumer, and claim that all efforts to reguiate this trade 
should take that direction. Some of them may be honest in this, but our expe- 
rience has led us to believe that the majority of these manufacturers do not care 
a fig whether it is sold honestly or fraudulently so long as they are able to find 
a profitable market for their product. They salve their consciences with the re- 
flection thatghey are not responsible if other people commit frauds, when, in 
reality, their position is that of the manufacturer of counterfeit money, who sells 
it for what it is to the “ shovers of the queer.” 

The leading dealers in food products of the United States, Messrs. Thurber, 
Whyland & Co., who at one time were agents for the largest company manu- 
facturing oleomargarine under the Mége patents, refused more than two years 
ago to further handle the product, because it had become evident that its honest 
sale at retail could not under existing conditions be enforced. Although they 
sold it at wholesale for what it was, they were unwilling to be a party in any 
way to the marketing of a product which reached the consumer fraudulently ; 
and if the present manufacturers were equally conscientious they would take 
the same course. 

The great dairy interest of the country favors this measure because it will 
compel honest competition. Consumersarein favor of it because it will diminish 
their chances of being imposed upon; and honest dealers weleome it because 
the worst competition they experience is unscrupulous competition, which does 
not hesitate to misrepresent values. Arrayed against all these interests area few 
rich and shrewd manufacturers who understand the art of throwing dust to con- 
ceal their movementsand who are disingenuously advocating measures to ‘ com- 
pel its honest sale,’’ when they know very well that it can not and will not be 
honestly sold unless the temptation to sell it dishonestly is removed through 
taxation which will so enhance the price that there will not besuch an enormous 
profit left to the retail dealer that it is constantly leading him into temptation to 
fraud. Members of Congress who may bein doubt as regards this question 
should give the public and not these manufacturers the benefit of it. 


Mr. HATCH. And also the following extract from an editorial in 
the Missouri Republican of May 30, one of the most influential and 
widely circulated journals published in the Mississippi Valley. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

SOAP-GREASE AND THE CONSTITUTION 

The gang of adulterators and counterfeiters who manufacture bogus butter 
from soap-grease protest thatthe Hatch bill makes martyrs of them and violates 
their constitutional rights. They have their headquartersin Chicago. In Mis- 
souri and many other States their business is a criminal one under State laws, 
but Illinois allows them to carry it on because their frauds have been sucha 
prolifie source of gain that they are a great power in the State. While these 
conditions continue it is impossible to keep their fraudulent products out of 
Missouri and other States which have passed laws against them. In fact, the 
object for which they carry on business is toviolatelaw. If they had no market 
except Illinois they would go out of business. They defy and nullify the laws 
of every State that has legislated against the adulteration of butter. If their 
product was offered in market as what it is—a mixture of buttcrand the grease 
extracted from animal refuse—it would have no sale atal!l. Itdoes have an im- 
mense sale, because, by the aid of drugs, it is made to resemble the best article 
of butter, and is sold under the odious false pretense that it is butter. 

The right of a State to use its police power to prevent frauds by adulteration 
is not questioned. It is also an unquestionable fact that no State can exclude 
the legitimate mercantile product of another. If adulterated butter is a legiti- 
mate mercantile product, the State laws against it are unconstitutional and void. 
But the courts have declared the law and the fact that the product in this case is 
illegitimate and that laws against it are properand valid. These factsare not to 
be refuted, and to admit them is to destroy every argument against the principle 
of Mr. Hatcn’s bill. 

That principle is that if bogus butter is a legitimate article of commerce, asits 
man claim, the States have no power to pass laws against it, but the 
United States alone under the Constitution have thearight to regulateit. Lf, on 
the other hand, its manufacture in one State is for the purpose of violating a 
valid law of another, and imposing an illegal and dangerous counterfeit on the 
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people, then the United States still have power to regulate by the constitutional 
method of license laws, The bill has nothing to do either with tariff or anti- 
tariff. It issimply a measure by which the police power of the States, not ex- 
tensive enough, is to be re-enfored by the police power of the United States for 
the protection of the entire people against fraud. 


Mr. HATCH. In this connection I desire to read for the informa- 
tion of the House a few lines from the testimony of one of the manu- 
facturers of this compound, Mr. Louis Mendel, one of the firm of N. 
I. Nathan & Co.,a statement made under oath before an investigating 
eonmittee of the New York State senate, February 7, 1884. 

Q. Will you give me the composition of this product—what ingredients you 
use? 

A. I have got it all here. 

Q. I would like to have you tell me in words what it consists of ? 

A. It consists of the extract of beef fat, called “ oleo;” it consists of fat of 
what we call beef oil. 

Q, That is the fat from cattle? : 

A. Yea, sir; the caul fat; then, in winter time,to prevent the brittling of it, 
there is some leaf lard added—deodorized leaf lard made from the fai of hogs. 

Q. In what proportion are those two products added ? 

A. It depends on the weather. 

Q. Say this winter. 

A. We put, perhaps, one-fifth to one-sixth of leaf lard to the oil. 
Q. Five parte of oil and one part of leaf lard? 

A 


. Generally; sometimes a little more or less; it depends on the weather. 
Q. What other product? 


A. Then weadd the sesame oil; it is made from African seed. 

the seed. It has been told me it is like grape seed. 
. It is a vegetable oi] made from an African seed? 
. Yes; comes from the coast of Africa. 
. It is made here? 
. It is manufactured in France. 
. Why do you use that oil? 
. To prevent the brittling of the butter and to give it a gloss. 
Q. To prevent the brittling of the oleomargarine? 
A. Yes, sir; and at the same time it gives it a gloss. 
o * + * - 7 4 

Q. You said you use the sesame oil for the purpose of keeping it from being 


brittle; = you also state that you use the lard for the same purpose ? 
A. Yes, sir. , 


Q. Can you give the reason why the lard will not do it alone? 

A. We found it was necessary to put that in; it improves it. 

I tried to get my friend from New York [Mr. FARQUHAR] who is 
an expert on these subjects to give me some additional information as 
to the characteristics of sesame oil, but he did not seem to know much 
ebout it. I went to the library, and in Watts’s Dictionary of Chemis- 
try, page 239, I found something about sesame oil, and also in the 
United States Dispensatory, pages 997 and 1040. It is described as a 
rich, fatty oil that is taken from the seed of a plant grown im India and 
Africa that belongs to the species of the benne plant, and in a milder 
form has the delightful medicinal qualities of castor oil. [Laughter. ] 
And that is added to this compound and sold as butter. And yet gen- 
tlemen who oppose the regulation by a tax of this compound say the 
bill is a fraud. No, no; the compound is the fraud, not the bill. 

In the sworn statement made by Mr. Philip D. Armour, of Chicago, 
presented by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. DuNHAM] and pub- 
lished in the RecorD of May 29, he says: 

At certain seasons of the year,namely, in cold weather,a small quantity of 
salad oil made from cotton seed, is used to soften the texture of the product, but 
this is not generally used by us. 

To what extent cotton-seed oil is used in the manufacture of these 
imitation and counterfeit compounds let those most interested in the 
cotton-seed oil industry testify. 

In the letter read by the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKIN- 
RIDGE] yesterday, Mr. Wright, vice-president of the Little Rock Oil 
and Compress Company, says: 

A law unfriendly to such manufacture of substitutes for butter will affect the 
price of every gallon of oil made by the oil-mills of the South, and, incidentally, 
the value of the cotton seed to the farmer, pure, highly refined cotton-seed oil en- 
tering into the composition of most of these substitutes, It is, therefore,to be 
hoped that the Arkansas delegation will carefully examine all contemplated 


legislation on this question, and sustain the munufacturers of cotton-seed oils of 


their State and of the South with their votes and influence in Congress against 
unfriendly legislation. 


And the following telegram from the officers of the Cotton-Seed 
Crushers’ Association would seem to be conclusive on this point: 


The undersigned, at the request and on behalf of the Cotton-seed Crushers’ 
Association, now in convention assembled at Memphis, earnestly request your 
influence and co-operation in defeating a bill reported from Committee on Agri- 
eulture by Hatcn, of Missouri, to impose a tax on manufactured butter. If 
passed, this bill would strike directly at Southern cotton-planters, whose seed 
is crushed by about one hundred and thirty mills, the oil from which enters 
largely into the manufacture of butter, Furthermore it would deprive poor 
classes of a cheap butter pronounced by eminent chemists to be wholesome. 

J. W. ALLISON, Prest. 
E. URQUHART, V. P. 
J. H. DUGGAN, Secy. 


Let me read for the benefit of the distinguished delegation from the 
State of Louisiana, who, with I believe but one exception, a very hon- 
orable and notable exception, seem to be opposed to the passage of this 
bill—let me read from a review of the New Orleans butter and cheese 
market from May, 1885, to May, 1886, by C. H. Lawrence & Co., Nos. 
68, 70, and 72 Tchoupitoulas street: 


Now, as regards imitation butter, butterine, o leomargarine, and all other oleag- 
inous compounds, sales have been quite large during the fall and winter months. 


The bulk of the stock wasof the very cheapest and very little bh c 

butterine has been sold here. The ee been sold pally Ls 
r, 

oneeb City 








I have not seen 


>O>o re 


1 pound and half-pound rolls and prints. It was the rest of 
made Irom the scrapings of the ing-houses in Chi and 


Price at wholesale ranged from 8} to 11 cents per pound delivered here. The 
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receiver or buyer of it sold it to the retail trade on small margins, which - 
abled him (the retailer) to sell 2 pounds for 25 cents,or 1 pound for 15 «& e 
Large quantities of this stuff was sold, but quality deteriorated as price was re 
duced, until it become so vile that it was impossible for human beings (o eat \, 
and considerable was shipped back to be worked over again. As the war, 
weather approached and butter declined, the sale of bogus butter becom, ieee 
and less and we predict it will soon disappear from the market and hy. ame 
rected again only when the price of pure butter is advanced again next fail 
We can not but help sym izing with the honest dairyman who must com, 
pete with dishonest goods. The steps that are now being taken in the Easter, 
and Western States 4b.» parties as regards the protection of the dairy 
interests, we can not help but a We want to see the time come when 
the Government will compel a dealer to sell it for what it really is and pot make 
misrepresentations. If that law was enforced it would not be long before the 
o!eomargarine interests would suffer. The fraud in selling oleomargarine 
nowadays lays exclusively with the dealer who comes in direct contact with the 
consumers, He may think it honest when he represents oleomargarine 4s wen 
uine butter,and asa general thing the buyer does not doubt the word of his 
family grocer but pays for his su,yposed butter and goes away. Now. if the 
deal »r would act fair and square and offer the oleomargarine with the genuine 
butter, he would find not one in fifty who would buy it; but it pays him to be 
dishonest,and as long at he remains unpunished just so long will this state of 
affairs continue. We sincerely hope that the National Government wi) take 
the matter in hand and protect the great dairy interests of this country, worth 
ye eee annually,and whereby so many people are enabled to ear) 
a liveli > 


I have here a letter, which I will print in this connection, from the 
secretary of the Wisconsin Dairymen’s Association. It is addressed to 
Hon. L. B. CASWELL, M. C. As it is short, I will read it: 


Fort ATKINSON, WIS., May 29, 1885, 

Dear Sin: Having read from time to time the statements made in the papers 
by prominent butterine manufacturers of Chicago abeut the wholesomeness of 
butterine, I am reminded of a visit which I paid to one of the large butterine 
factories of Chicago, some two or three yearsago, in company with another gen- 
tleman,and of the butterine which I saw being manufactured at that time, and 
sold in large quantities. This creamery establishment belongs to one of the 
largest manufacturers of Chicago, who makes affidavit as to the wholesomeness 
of butterine. : 

On a long table was piled large quantities of butterine, and the workmen were 
busily engaged in putting this in l-pound prints; and it was then neatly wrapped 
in clean muslin and put in a nice clean box for shipment. The foreman says, 
“Taste of that,” and we did so. He said, * Do you taste any mule in that?” 
Our reply was that it did not taste very sweetly; and he was asked what part 
of that was butter, and he said, “‘ Not a particle; it is the coarsest grease that 
we can buy in the market. ‘We manufacture it into butterine, and deliver it in 
Saint Louis at 10 cents per pound. We can not supply the demand.” This is 
the cheap wholesome butter that is manufactured for the laboring classes, who 
can not afford to buy dairy butter. Comment is upneccssary. 

Yours very truly, 


nla, 


>. W. CURTIS 
Hon. L. B. Casweu, M. C., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. REAGAN rose. 

Mr. HATCH. I must decline to be interrupted at present. | regret 
the position occupied by my distinguished friend from Texas [Mr. Kr- 
GAN] on this bill more than that of any other individual member, ex- 
cept perhaps one whom I will come to presently. I have known the 
distinguished gentleman so long, have admired him so much, have 
loved him so much, that I regret more than I have language to tell 
the position he is occupying here upon this great measure which is in 
the interest of ten millions of the agriculturists of this country. 

Mr. REAGAN. I reciprocate the gentleman’s feeling. 

Mr. HATCH. I have followed the gentleman for years in his eflorts 
to remove some of their burdens from the farmers. I have followed 
him in every step that he has taken since the beginning of the Forty- 
sixth Congress to lift from the shoulders of agriculture a portion of the 
tax imposed upon them by the carrying trade, but I say to the gentle- 
man now that there is more involved to the agricultural interests of 
this country in the passage of the pending bill than in all the inter- 
state-commerce billsthat have ever been introduced here. [ Applause. | 
I know that the gentleman has got his brain into such a condition that 
it can not entertain any other idea than interstate commerce just at 
this time. If he were waked up in the middle of the night by an ange! 
from heaven who brought him straight from the throne the plan of sal- 
vation, I believe he would unhesitatingly reject it as unconstitutional 
unless he was allowed to amend it with his interstate-commerce bill. 
[Great laughter. } 

Mr. Speaker, I have here some statistics which I will not consume 
the time in reading, but will print in this connection to show the in- 
creasing danger and character of the competition which confronts the 
growers of the great les, wheat and corn, in the United States, and 
which tends to make this legislation a necessity: 

THE WHEAT QUESTION. 


The average crop in India is from 10 to 11 bushels per acre, against 15 to 15 
bushels in the United States; but India is capable of an immense increase in 
ield under careful cultivation, and where fertilizers have been applied its yie!d 
fs increased to 40 bushels per acre. Great asis already the present production 
of wheat in India it is steadily inereasing, its development being limited only 
by the lack of ion to the seaboard, an obstacle that is steadily disap- 
ingin the rapid constraction of the great railroad and canal system under 
irect patronage of Great Britain. ‘ 

It was not until 1874 that the first shipment of wheat from India to Europe w 4s 
made, and was then only 95,000 bushels; in 1875 it extended to 1,500,000 bushels; 
in 1876 it exceeded 4,500,000 bushels ; in 1877 and part of 1878 over 12,000,000 busi- 
els. Du the famine of 1878-79 the exports fell to about 2,500,000 bushe's. 
but in 1880 over 15,000,000 bushels; in 1881 eal te to 38,500,000 
bushels ; in 1882 the exactamount was 36,485,580 bushels; in 1883 the crop slight!) 
failed, and only 26,021.875 bushels were exported ; but in 1884 the crops rose once 
more to 38,502.285 bushels, while in 1885, up to November, over 42,500,00) bushels 
were exported, and for over 3,400,000 bushels freight-room had been engaged for 
Eu 


To obtain such results the English Government has widely and gratuitously 
distributed among the native ryots, or farmers, for the purpose of encouragins 
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them in the use of improved machinery, a number of plows, constructed with a 
design and of peculiar style to meet the requirements of their soil. In 
addition, large quantities of all kinds of plows and other implements, adapted 
with studious care to the wants of Indian agriculture, have been sent out by the 
English Government to be sold at a mere nominal price. 
Great care has been exercised to select seeds from foreign countries—mostly 
American—of the best varieties and suitable for the soil of India. 


PRICE OF LABOR AND LIVING CONTRASTED. 


The Indian ryot, or farmer, lives in a bamboo hut; cost about 20 rupees, or $9.60; 
his utensils, a few earthenware pots, value 2 or 3 rupees, or 96 cents to $1.44. 
His meals consist of half an anna’s (1} cents) worth of rice or millet seed. His 
farming outfit consists of rude plow, a primitive wooden cart constructed with 
his own a grubbing-hoe, a pair of bullocks, a few cows or sheep. Hecuts 
his grain with a sickle, treads it out with his bullocks, winnows it in the air, and 
carries it to marketon his back. If he employs a farm hand it is at about 2 annas 
(6 cents) per day. These circumstances tend toward an equalization of the terms 
of competition between the Indian and American farmers in laying down wheat 
in Europe, but notwithstanding the low wages of India and its increased rail- 
road facilities, it would still be impossible for the Indian ryot to se,1 wheat as 
cheaply in Liverpool as the American farmer were it not tor the divergence 
caused by legislation in the relative values of gold and silver. 

OUR HEAVY LOSSES. 

The exportation of wheat from India during 1884 and the eleven months of 
1885 amounted to over 84,400,000 bushels, representing a loss of over $80,000,000 
to our farmers and of over 3,500,000 tons of freight to our “granger”’ railroads, 
and of over $17,000,000 on their earnings. 

It is needless to point out the manifold ways in which such asubtraction from 
one principal article of our export trade has made itself felt inall employments, 
and to the detriment of all branches of business. 

But this is notall. On the 22d of October last, Indian wh eat sold in Liverpool 
at 89 cents per bushel; while quality for quality compared, brought in Chicago 
on that day 88jcents. Thecost of transportation, partly by water, of each bushel 
of wheat from Chicago to New York is a little over 6 cents; the present lay- 
down cost of wheat from New York to Liverpool is: 


Cents. 


Free on board and insurance per bushel ..................cc.<cseeseeseessseen see seeceeeencee 









1.00 

Freight to Liverpool 6. 82 
Cost of discharging in Liverpool without commmission.......................ccc000 00+ 4.50 
Total per bushel ................... eae, 


Add to it 6} cents from Chicago to New York and the cost of transportation, 
less commission, is just 18} cents per bushel, which added to 88} cost in Chicago 
brings our American wheat in Liverpool first cost equal to $1.07 per bushel, or 
cents per bushel more than quality for quality Indian wheat is selling in 
Liverpool. 

This state of affairs is the consequence of the extremely low price for silver 
bullion which is more or less controlled in the British market. At the present 
price of silver bullion in London, 47d. per ounce, the exchange on India is 1s. 6d. 
per rupee, or 33} per cent. in favor of the British importer of India’s wheat, who 
with £1,000 purchases 13,333 rupees instead of 10,000 rupees, which is all he could 
have purchased for that number of pounds in 1873, and yet the purchasing power 
in India of the rupee is a little greater now than it was in 1873. 

Add, therefore, to the ruling rate of 89 cents per bushel of wheat in Liverpoo) 
the 33} per cent., and the price at once advances to $1.19 per bushel. This rate 
of $1.19 in Liverpool, less freight and other charges from New York to Liver- 
pool, would leave the market price of wheat in New York $1.06 per bushel, in 
place of 90} cents, the now ruling rate; and in Chicago it would be equal to $1 
in place of 85 cents per bushel, as it isnow. It is evident from these figures that 
the restoration of silver to its old place by free coinage would at once enable 
the American farmer to put Indian wheat out of the European markets. 

This price of 89 cents per bushel in Liverpool not only prevents us from ex- 
porting our wheat, but actually regulates the market value of it to the detri- 
ment of our farmers, who lose from 20 to 25 cents per bushel on their wheat in 
order to enable them to meet the now ruling low market price in Liverpool. 
These 20 to 25 cents on our present crop of 1885 of 352,000,000 bushels of wheat 
mean a loss to the American farmers of from $70,000,000 to $88,000,000. 


RAPID DECLINE IN OUR WHEAT EXPORTS. 


Let us review the rapid decline in our wheat exports for the past few years. 

In 1883 weexported 106,385,828 bushels, for which we received $119,879,341, equal 
to $1.12} per bushel. 

In 1884 our exports declined over 30 per cent.,and we exported only 70,349,012 
bushels, for which we received $75,026,584 or $1.06 ,%; per bushel. 

In 1885 we exported some 84,500,000 bushels of wheat, for which we received 
only $72,933,097, or 86.32 cents per bushel, while the year previous we got over 
$75,026,000 for only 70,349,012 bushels, a loss of over 20 cents on each bushel. 

Not only has the American farmer been a direct loser by this reduction of the 
demand and price abroad for his wheat product, but he has indirectly suffered 
in still greater degree by the resulting depreciation of his whole crop, whether 
consumed at home or sent abroad ; and on the crop of 1885 alone, so far, he has 
submitted to a loss of over $70,400,000 as compared with last year’s price. 

This one fact is therefore proved beyond cavil or dispute,and should always 
be borne in mind, that to destroy the profits of the American wheat-grower it is 
not necessary that India should raise a crop which will meet the whole demand 
of Europe; it has but to furnish such a portion of the amount as will prevent an 
advance in the price to a point which will repay the cost of production by our 
own farmers, 

How important a part the wheat crop of this country constitutes of the total 
of our exports is shown by the fact that since 1873 to 1583 about 24.85 per cent. of 
the whole value of our agricultural exports was made up by wheat and flour; 
yet the latest official statistics for the month of December, 1895, as compared with 
1844, show a decline which must create an uneasiness to all who have America’s 


welfare at 
Exports of wheat and flour. 
December, 1884: d = 
a ss ahalaeconevensoveceee 8, 261, 153 
December, 1885 : 
A decline of nearly 50 per cent. 
December, 1884 : 
| . 1,016,617 
December, 1885 : 
Flour, barrels.................- Sea, LE EE a a 
A Costes of over 25 per cent., ending with December, 1895. as compared with 


Total value of exports of breadstuffs. 







on aupepgeteces seseeseeeeee $88, 014, 626 

uly to December, 1884 . sae 79, 700, 507 

July to El csescsuese pian ide 52, 998, 732 

But the contrasts of the average yearly exports of wheat ud flour exhibit still 
Greater and more deplorable deficits, 





| 
| 
| 
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_————————— 





The exports of wheat and flour from 1873 to 1883 were: 


Articles. 





Exports. Value. 
er iccictsimteceien suaisiialvnbnes . bushels. 919, 073,737 | $1,095, 174, 727 
WORTEY DUCK. .ccccencsecesececceses cadena na 91, 907, 373 109, 517, 472 
Flour. palbiiiaitaiiiaainpttatuininiie Aibdaaiine «sseeee DATTels 54, 001, 528 | 325, 308, 458 
Yearly average............ cndvses tl veodes 5, 400, 152 32, 530, 845 


The accumulation of stock on Land January 16,1886,in the United States as 
compared with corresponding period of 1885, L884,and 1883 shows the marked 
decline in our exports of wheat. 


Stock on hand or visible supply: 


Bushels. 
21,909,118 


January 15, 1883 
January 15, 1884.......... ae 
January 16, 1885............ ‘ 
January 16, 1886..... ‘ 





While our exports are gradually decreasing our stocks on hand have rapidly 
increased from 21,909,118 bushels in 1883 to 57,108,226 in 1886. 

In order to comprehend more fully the rapid decline in the exports of wheat 
from this country, the official returns of the Bureau of Statistics gives the follow- 
ing figures: 


Bushels. 
8, 400, 000 
8,773, 153 


Exports of wheat from all ports for December, 1884 
Exports of wheat from all ports for December, 1835... 





Decrease 4, 626, S47 


Twelve months ending with December 31, 1854....... ; 


. 81,628,478 
Twelve months ending with December 31, 1885......... 


«  veseeeee 53, 025, 918 








ial kn eel eiisanieseasdbunsameniiinrdtebeiee 


28, 602, 560 

If we consider that from 1873 to 1883 inclusive we exported 919,720,637 bushels, 
or 91,972,063 bushels on the average for each year, the decline from 91,972,063 
bushels down to 53,025,918 bushels shows a decrease of 38,946,145 bushels, ora 
decline of over 57} per cent. Compared with the exports of 1879, when 122,775,751 
bushels were shipped, and in 1880 153,250,685 bushels, and in 1881 150,565,450 
bushels, as well as 104,030,584 bushels in 1883, the rapid decline is startling. 

The half-yearly returns of shipment of wheat from San Francisco from July 
1 to December 31, 1885, compared with 1884, are equally as disturbing: 


Oo) 


Bushels. 
12, 447, 000 
5, 850, 000 


6,597, 000 


July 1 to December 31, 1884..............c000 
July 1 to December 31, 1885. 


iia heaters 

A loss of over 50 per cent. ; 

The imports of wheat into Great Britain for the four months August (harvest 

time), September, October, and November, 1885, when compared with correspond- 

ing period of 1884 are equally important and exhibit the gradual supremacy In- 

dia’s wheat is gaining in that country: 
Wheat from United States: 


Bushels. 
1884... 


- 11,973, 160 





Decreasc..... 





Wheat from India: 


6, 853,195 
8, 867, 427 


Increase.. ; 2, 034, 232 

While the exports of wheat to Great Britain from the United States have de- 
creased by over 7,000,000 bushels, those from India to Great Britain have not 
only held their own but have increased by over 2,000,000 bushels. 

The contrast between the rapid increase in the exportation of wheat from In- 
dia and the equally rapid decline in the exportation of wheat from the United 
States is significant and startling. The export of wheat from India in 1879 
amounted to 1,972,544 bushels, but has rapidly increased year by year, until in 
1884 it amounted to 39,202,636 bushels; our own exports have, when compared 
with corresponding period of 1879, when we exported 122,353,936 bushels, fallen 
in 1894 to 75,026,678 bushels, a decrease most appalling as well as mortifying 

The decrease in the exportation of wheat from New Orleans exhibits the fol- 
lowing: 1980-’81, 6,523,747 bushels, while the year following it fell to 2,474,551 
bushels, gradually reaching for the fiscal year September 1, 1884~’85, down to 
784,195 bushels; while so far this fiscal year, of which five months have passed, 
not one bushel has been exported from New Orleans 


CORN QUESTION. 

Indian corn,equal in every particular to our own of the same appellation, 
though of comparatively recent introduction, has increased in favor most rap- 
idly,and there were raised in 1882 ia India over 75,000,000 bushels. The first 
eargo of India’s corn was shipped to Europe in January, 1883, In 1883 the crop 
was over 120,000,000 bushels; in 1884 over 160,000,000 bushels. It would indeed 
be one of the curiosities of international trade if from this.small beginning in 
1882 there should grow, as in the cases of wheat,an export trade from India to 
Europe of equally as great proportions. It is a positive fact that in the central 
provinces of India alone enough Indian corn can be raised to supply the wants 
of Europe, to which we have shipped during the year (calendar) of 1885 62,525,- 
742 bushels, and for which we received $33,090,300. 

About twenty States of the Union have legislated upon this subject 
of the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine, and have demonstrated 
their inability to properly control it. ‘They can not prevent its intro- 
duction from other States; they can not successfully identify it in the 
hands of the retailers. ‘The State of Missouri has a law prohibiting its 
manufacture and sale, but it is impossible toenforce it. Pass this bill 
and all the States can easily control its manufacture and sale to con- 
sumers. 

Tax it and stamp it and compel it to sail underitsown flag. It will 
only be in the nature of supplemental legislation in aid of the States. 
Already the Canadian Parliament is perfecting measures to prohibit its 
manufacture, introduction, or sale within the Dominion of Canada. 
Good people everywhere are uniting in their determination to stop the 
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fraud. Shall we refuse or hesitate to do our duty in regard to it? I | 
trust not. ‘ 

And just here I desire to enter my earnest and vigorous protest to 
the position that this legislation is inimical to the interests of the la- 
boring masses of our country; that this oleomargarine isthe poor man’s 
butter. I deny it. Asa rule the laborers and mechanics are the best 
customers for pure and honest butter. Their prudent housewives do 
their own marketing, and buy the best food products offered for sale. 
The best customers for oleomargarine are the hotel-keepers, boarding- | 
house keepers, stewards of steamboats and steam-vessels, and that class 
of housekeepers who order their butter from the retail grocer through 
the telephone. I utterly deny the statement that this counterfeit and 
fraud is purchased by the laboring classes knowingly, and repudiate the 
sentiment that they should be permitted to buy it because it is cheap, 
except under its real and true name, plainly marked and stamped, that 
there may be no deceit or cheat in it. 

I have heard the silvery and eloquent voice of my old time friend 
from Kentucky [Mr. BreckINRIDGE], whom I have knownand loved 
so well from his boyhood, even from that period which he has described so 
eloquently and beautifully, the period of his carlier and better —_ 
when he was ‘‘a barefooted boy’’ in the State of Kentucky. Did the 
gentlemanever know a Kentucky boy that was not barefooted? [Laugh- 
ter.] We all went barefooted. ‘The gentleman has forgotten the feet 
that he is worshiping. It was only the egotism of his later years that 
caused him, in the beautiful pastoral picture which he drew here, to 
refer so tonchingly to the barefooted boy of Kentucky. The gentle- 
man has made a mistake. It is not the feet of the barefooted boy, it 
is those of the pretty little girl— 

Whose feet beneath her petticoat 
Like little mice played in and out— 

that haunt the gentleman’s memory. {Laughter.] Who ever heard 
of a boy being in love with his own feet? [Laughter.] A barefooted 
boy—yes; but the misfortune is that they put shoes upon him too early 
in life to make him a farmer. [Langhter.] My friend found very 
early in his career that he had an eloquent and silvery tongue, and he 
has been wagging it ever since, instead of working with his hands upon 
the farm. He found that it paid better to plead the cause of rich cli- 
ents in the courts of Kentucky, and I rejoice in his success. 

I only regret that his eloquence, his influence at home, his power in 
this House, should be thrown against the great farming interest of that 
grand old Commonwealth and in behalf of two or three hundred mer- 
ciless and uneonscionable manufacturers of the t fraud of the nine- 
teenth century. [Applause.] I tell you, my friends, that the farmers 
are getting sick and tired todeath of being fed upon sc7t and eloquent 
phrases. The gentleman talks about what he intends to do for the farm- 
ers of Kentucky by this great tariff bill which the Committee on Ways 
and Means have hanging here between the dome of the Capitol and its 
final resting place of either victory or defeat, the Lord only knows at 
this time where. [Great laughter.] Why not bring forward that bill, 
gentlemen? Why do youleave it hanging upon the Calendar day after 
day and week after week? Nobody doubts thesincerity or the courage 
of the chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means. Has he lost 
confidence in his committee? 

You are all here fighting the farmers. Every single member of the 
majority of that committee is here fighting agriculture and agricult- 
ural interests. Have youdeserted yourchairman? Ifso, and you will 
Jet us offer a resolution and turn over the Committee on Agriculture 
(leaving me off of it) to the chairman of the Committec on Ways and 
Means, they will bring that bill before the House and fight for it to 
the end. 

Talk about what they are going to do. The farmers of this country 
want to see something done. Every time they come here and ask for 
bread we give them a stone—the cold stones of the past. The dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Texas [Mr. WELLBORN] pointed to the 
tombs of Jefferson and Madison and Monroe. I prefer to go to the | 
homes of the ten million of free men of this country, engaged in the 
pursuit of agriculture, for my inspiration. [Applause.] 

I had the pleasure of hearing a week ago last Sunday night a dis- 
tinguished divine, Rev. W. A. Bartlett, preach in this city a sermon 
from the twelfth chapter and thirty-second verse of First Chronicles. | 
The preceding verses contain an enumeration of the tribes and families 
of Israel that, ready armed for war, flocked to the standard of David at 
Hebron, where the kingdom of Saul was turned over to him according | 
to the word of the Lord, and he was coronated king of all the mighty | 
bands. Here is the text; and I wish these tlemen from Virginia 
and Kentucky and the gentleman from Texas could have been present 
to hear that magnificent and eloquent sermon: 


And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of 
the times, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hun- 
dred; and all their brethren were at their commandment. 


That great tribe of Issachar, the agricultural tribe of Judah—and I wish 

















of thatagricultural band—were those upon whom, in the time of peril, 
Israel leaned. ‘had of the times’’ in which 
lived, and knew what Israel todo. ‘They coronated David 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





JUNE 3, 











that to-day these gentlemen from Virginia who are always talking aboy; 
what was done in the moldy and musty past “‘had understanding o, 
the times’’ in which they live. Thank God, Virginia has one Renro. 
sentative who is a trne son of Issachar. from 
the seventh district [Mr. O’'Frrratz). Eight times wounded jy };,. 
defense, twice left upon the battlefield for dead, I honor him. 4) 
hail, son of Issachar, who knows what the old Commonwealth of \j-. 
ginia ought todo! [Applause. ] 

Why should gentlemen rake among the dead embers of a long-fyrgot- 
ten age? Why, sir, if my reading in regard to Thomas Jefferson jx 
correct, he was the author of that immortal sentiment which has Jon» 
since been forgotten in this Congress and in the United States, tha; 
‘* commerce is the handmaid of agriculture.’” Now commerce has been 
made her mistress. Agriculture has been dragged at the whee] 
commerce; and we come here in an earnest, honest spirit to try to lift up 
the hearts of the children of Issachar, and we are met by constitu. 
tional objections at every step. And thedistinguished son of Virgini, 
[Mr. DANIEL] who, before he had served a single session in this 
House, was deemed worthy to be transplanted to the other wing of the 
Capitol, comes here with his power of intellect and his eloquent tongue 
and tells us that when he sees the Democratic party about to be be- 
trayed into the hands of the enemy he intends to throw his body 
prostrate athwart that measure. Well, my advice to you, my friend, 
is, do not do any such thing [laughter], for if you do you will be 
crushed beneath the train of progress that bears the honors, tl, 
duties, and the rights of more than one-half the American people. 
Betrayed, indeed! Who is going to betray the Democratic party 
into the hands of the enemy? Whenever that party is betrayed it 
will be by those upon this floor who seck to hand it over, bound 
hand and foot, tothe monopolistsand corporations of the country. [ Ap- 
plause.] It will never be betrayed as long as it is in the hands of th 
sons of Issachar and their rightsare protected upon this floor. It will} 
betrayed when corporate power and the greed of monopolies place thei: 
chains around it and rivet those chains by the votes of their friends on 
this floor. That is the only betrayal of which the Democratic party is 
in danger. 

Butevery time we bring in a bill from the Committeeon Agriculture, 
every time we ask for recognition of this floor, these constitutional law- 
yers bent upon even defeating consideration of such bills, interpos 
their dilatory motions, wear out the patience of the House, throw 
themselves athwart this train of progress and attempt to stay it. My 
friends, before you get through you will find that some people in this 
country will come to the conclusion that they have been betrayed. It 
will be the constituents of the men who failed to stand up here ear- 
nestly and honestly seeking to protect the agriculturists of the country 
from this great wrong. 

Ah! The gentleman from Kentucky says that all the farmer asks is 
simply to be allowed to make his battle in the open field of the world 
Yes; we accept the gauge of battle. We are now raising wheat and 
selling it at 72 cents a bushel in the markets of the world in com- 
petition with the coolies of India. Weare raising corn to-day in com- 
petition with the coolies of India. We are raising all the cereals in 
competition with the world; and we ask noprotection. We disdain to 
ask it. We ask only to be protected from the infamy of a counter/eit 
and afraud at home. But, my friends, when the great battle comes—| 
welcome it, I wish it was here to-day—when it comes, let all the agri- 
culturists of this country stand shoulder to shoulder and side by side. 
Let us have no distinctions. Let the wheat-grower of the great Mis- 
sissippi valley, the wool-grower of the Pacific Slope, all the cereal-grow- 
ers of the magnificent valleys of the Mississippi and Ohio, the sugar- 
planter of Louisiana, and the rice planter of South Carolina stand 
shoulder toshoulder and upon the same plane. Along with free wheat 
and free wool, free salt and free wood, put free sugar and free rice. 
[Applause.] If that is to be the platform, let it all go together. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, indulge me a for moment in expressing 
my profound acknowledgment to the House for the courteous and kind 
attention with which they have listened to me. [Great applause. | 

I demand the previous question on the first amendment to the bi!!. 

The previous question was ordered. 

TheSPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SPRINGER in the chair). 
will report the first amendment tv the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Firstsection, sixth line, strike out the words “ with or; soit will read: “ Made 
exclusively from milk or cream, or both, without common salt, and without ad- 
ditional coloring matter.” 

The amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. HATCH. I demand the previous question on the next amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Thirteenth line of second section add the following: | 
“Hereafter it shall not be lawful for any manufacturer ’—— 


Mr. BAYNE. Let us have order. 
Mr. HATCH. Ihavean amendment tooffer before that. The House 


Repre 
I refer to the member f- 


8 ol 


The Clerk 


The Clerk will read the next amend- 








1886. 


—— a 





} 
will recollect I stated to the gentleman {from Massachusetts [Mr. LONG | | 
I would insert in the tenth line of the second section ‘‘ when so made,’’ 
and in line 13 to strike out ‘‘used’’ and insert ‘‘sold;’’ so it will | 


real—— 5 c 
Mr. HAMMOND. Was there not an amendment to the first sec- 
9 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Yes; that has been disposed of. 
Mr. HATCH. Read my amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
After the word “or,” before the word “calculated,” insert “ when so made;’ 
and in the thi line strike out “used” and insert ‘‘sold;” so it will read: | 


“Made in imitation or semblance of butter, or when so made, calculated or in- 
tended to be sold as butter or for butter.” | 


Mr. STONE, of Massachusetts. Will not the gentleman submit it | 
with the last words struck out—‘‘sold as butter?’’ 
Mr. HATCH. I can not do that. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky, rose. 

Mr. HATCH. I have asked the previous question. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman asked the previous question on an- 
other amendment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I have the floor—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will recognize the gentle- 
man from Missouri to demand the previous question. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. But he can not take me off 
the floor. The Chair rose and started to put the question when I rose 
and took the floor. The gentleman from Missouri was not on the floor 
and did not ask for the previous question. 

Mr. HATCH. Before I offered my amendment I demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

TheSPEAKER protempore. TheClerk proceeded to read the amend- 
ment to the second section, but before concluding the reading he was 
stopped by the gentleman from Missouri, who said in accordance witha 
previous agreement he had an amendment to offer. 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes; and he offered it, but did not call the previous 
question. 

Mr. HATCH. 
amendment. 

Mr. REAGAN. Isit competent for the gentleman to call the previ- 
ous question on an amendment which has not been read? 

The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman demanded the previous 
question on the next amendment, when the Clerk proceeded to read 
the amendment; but the reading was suspended, and the gentleman 
= Missouri gave notice of another amendment which he asked to 
submit. 

Mr. HAMMOND. [rise toa parliamentary inquiry. Where there 
is honest difference between gentlemen as to the fact can not we have 
the record read ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
the Chair-—— 

Mr. HAMMOND. Not inany offensive sense, but to have the record 
read. If that can be done I desire it. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The recollection of the Chair as to what transpired 
is as good as any record kept by anybody else. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I desire to submit the Chair 
has not stated all that has occurred. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Perhaps not. 


| 
>} 


But I had called the previous question on the next 





sta 


If anybody disputes the statement of 








Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. This is the observation I de- | 
sire to submit: When the Clerk had proceeded to read the next amend- | 
ment he was stopped by the gentleman from Missouri, who said that 
was not the amendment he desired to have voted on, because he had 
promised the gentleman from Massachusetts to submit another amend- 
ment. I take it for granted his memory was jogged about that time. 

Mr. HATCH. There was no intimation about it. As soon as the 
Clerk commenced reading the next amendment I stopped him and di- 
rected the attention of the Chair to the fact that I desired the next vote 
to be on the amendment which I had promised the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Lona] to offer at this place. The Chair will! un- 
derstand I am trying in good faith to carry outmy agreement. If gen- 
tlemen shall force me to demand the previous question on the engross- 
ment and third reading of the bill, very well. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. That is not the point. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I have no opinion about this; I simply do not | 
know. But when several gentlemen differ with the Chair in what the 
Chair has said, if the record can be read I desire simply to have it read 
so we may know exactly what occurred. The gentleman from Missouri 
says he demanded the previous question. I did not hear it; other gen- 
tlemen just as honest said they did hear it; others just as honest still 
said they did not. It is in writing before the Chair; therefore I want 
to know the facts. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As soon as itis prepared the Chair will | 
direct it to be read by the Clerk. 

Mr. MORGAN. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is it permissible, when a gentlemar rises on this 

oor and states that be did make a motion, and the Chair rules that he | 
did, to seek farther evidence of the truth of that statement? 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
be read as soofi as it is pre 
Mr. MORGAN. It is simply a matter of primary and secondary evi- 
dence. Theman who makes thestatement gives the primary evidence; 
the man who prepares the statement, takes it down, gives secondary 
evidence. Now, the primary evidence is right here. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. If the Ch 


Che Chair will direct the langn to 


pared. 
i 


vir wil rmit me, 


1 pe 


the point of order that I have been trying to make is this: The gentle- 
man from Missouri introduced that amendment for the first time after 
the demand forthe previous question had been made. The otheramend- 
ment, on which he demanded the previous question, was an amendment 
which came from the Committee of the Whole, and was, therefore, a 
part of the report of the Committee of the Whole, and was on record as 
such. 

Again, if the Chair will give me his attention for a moment, I will 


try to submita point of order in which, if I am correct, it will not 
make any difference about the fact that has been stated, nor will it be 
necessary to wait for the exact language to be written out. Certain 
amendments were reported from the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, which are matters of record. The gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. HatcH],in charge of the bill, rose and asked that the 
firstamendment to the first section be read, and upon that he demanded 
the previous question. He then asked the previous question upon the 
second amendment, which the Clerk proceded to read. The amend- 
ment on which the previous question was asked was, of course, the 
amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. That amendment, however, was withdrawn, and 
he introduced on his own responsibility a new amendment upon which 
no demand for the previous question was made, and it will hardly be 
claimed that the previous question could have been called betore the 
amendment was read, because the amendment was not then in exist 
ence; it was never in existence until the gentleman from Missouri 
offeredit. When he offered it there was, of course, no possible pre 
vious question that could affect it until somebody called it. So it 
makes no difference as to the question of order in which the demand 
was made. The point I make is that it is impossible for the pre 
vious question to be called upon an amendment before the amendie 
is ever offered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentieman from Kentucky is sub- 
stantially correct in what he says. The Chair recognizes the fact that 
theamendment was not technically before the committee, and, therctore, 
that the previous question, if then moved, would not have applied to 
that amendment. But the Chair also recognizes the fact that the gen- 
tleman from Missouri intended to move the previous question upon the 
next amendment, he having so stated; and, therefore, following the 
precedents heretofore universally followed in all matters of this kind, 
the Chair recognized the gentleman from Missouri w 
was read to move the previous question. 

Mr. HAMMOND. [rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. One atatime. The gentleman from 
Kentuckyisonthefloor. Hasthegentlemanany further point oforder ? 

Mr. HAMMOND. I want to make a point of order upon that de- 
cision; and if I am correct in my understanding of it, I want to appeal 
from the decision. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


nt 


hen his amend t 


The Chair will recognize the gentle- 


| man as soon as the gentleman from Kentucky has been heard. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The point I make is that 
while the Speaker might as a matter of right have recognized the gen- 
tleman from Missouri to make the unspoken but intended motion for 
the previous question, in point of fact he did not recognize him and in 
point of fact he did recognize me. Now, the point of order I make is 
that having recognized me and ‘being in possession of the floor, it was 
not competent for the Chair to take me off the floor to recognize the 
gentleman from Missouri under the intention of the Speaker to recog- 
nize the unspoken wish of the gentleman from Missouri for the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. HISCOCK. [I rise toa parliam 

The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman from Georgia rose, as 
the Chair understands, for a parliamentary inquiry. Assoon as he has 
concluded the Chair will recognize the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. HAMMOND. My parliamentary inquiry is this; and I ask it 
because, if I understand the Chair correctly, I desire to appeal from the 
decision. ‘The question is, does the Chair mean to be understood as 
ruling that although the gentleman from Missouri did not demand the 
previous question, yet the Chair will recognize him to demand it now 
because the Chair knew he intended to do it, that information having 
been given privately and not publicly? Is that the decision of the 
Chair? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore ; 


ntary question. 


The Chair is not here to be catechised 


| by the gentleman from Georgia. 


Mr. HAMMOND. Iam not catechising the Chair, but simply ask- 
ing information as to the decision with a view to taking an appeal. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Whenever a proper question is sub- 


| mitted to the Chair the Chair will decide it. 


Mr. HISCOCK. I wish to ask if there is not now a demand for the 
previous question pending? 
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Mr. HAMMOND. Has the Chair announced his decision upon the 
point of order that I have made? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The Chair has decided [cries of ‘‘ Reg- 
ular order!’’}] that the demand for the previous question is pending. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I understand, then, that the demand of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri for the previous question upon the next amend- 
ment is now pending and has not been withdrawn? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. He withdrew the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HISCOCK. He could not withdraw the amendment. 
an amendment of the committee. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
men*. 

Mr. HATCH. I think it is due to the Chair and to myself that I 
should be permitted to makeasinglestatement. Before the Clerk com- 
menced to read the next amendment I rose and addressed the Chair, 
and said: ‘‘Mr. Speaker, I demand the previous question on the next 
amendment.’’ I was then taking up the bill to present the amend- 
ment when the Clerk commenced to read. AssoonasI could I stopped 
him. I said: ‘‘That is not the amendment.’’ I had promised the 
House to offer this amendment in this connection, and I proceeded to 
state it. I demanded the previous question on that amendment, as I 
had a right to do. 

Mr. HISCOCK. 

Mr. HATCH. 
floor. 

Mr. HISCOCK. If the gentleman from Missouri did not withdraw 
his demand for the previous question on the amendment which he pro- 
posed to offer, or on the one reported by the committee, there is now 
pending a demand for the previous question which has not been with- 
drawn. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. On what is that demand for 
the previous question pending ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state what is the pend- 
ing question. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Harcn] demanded 
the previous question upon the next amendment. The Chair directed 
the Clerk to read the next amendment. Before the Chair put the ques- 
tion on the demand for the previous question the Clerk began to read an 
amendment to the thirteenth line. Hewas immediately arrested in his 
reading by the gentleman from Missouri, who stated he intended to move 
at that pointan amendment to section 2of the bill. That was theamend- 
ment on which the Chair understood the gentleman to move the pre- 
vious question. When the amendment was read the Chair inadvertently 
put* the question upon agreeing to the amendment. He should have 
put it on the demand for the previous question. The gentleman from 
Kentucky meanwhile arose to address the Chair. The Chair did not 
know for what purpose he had risen and recognized him. He proceeded 
to make an inquiry, to which the Chair made aresponse. The Chairis 
of opinion that this controversy has grown out of the fact that the Chair 
instead of putting the question on the motion for the previous question 
proceeded to put it on the amendment itself. On discovering this he 
recurred tojthe question pending, which was the demand of the gentle- 
man from Missouri for the previous question; and that is now the ques- 
tion before the committee. [Many cries of ‘‘ Regular order!’’] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I desire to make a parlia- 
mentary inguiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Upon what is the demand 
for the previous question now pending? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Upon the amendment which the Clerk 
will now report. 

The Clerk read as follows: " 


It was 


He withdrew that amend- 


Have you withdrawn that ? 
No, | have not withdrawn it, nor have I yielded the 


In line 12 of section 2, after the word “ or,”’ where it occurs the second time, 
insert * when so made.” Inthe thirteenth line strike out the word “ used” and 
insert the word “sold ;”’ so it will read : 

**Made in imitation or semblance of butter, or when so made, calculated or 
intended to be sold as butter or for butter.” 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The question I now submit 
to the Chair is whether that amendment was offered before or after the 
demand of the gentleman from Missouri for the previous question? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has stated distinctly the cir- 
cumstances under which the previous question was demanded. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Thisamendment was not read 
until after the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. HENLEY. I respectfully demand the regular order. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I ask the Chair to rule on the 
pointof order. I desire to have his decision goon record whether a de- 
mand for the previous question made before an amendment is offered is 
in order. I therefore raise the pointof order against the motion for the 
previous question that the motion for the previous question was made 
before the amendment to which it was to be applied was introduced, 
and upon that point of order I ask the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has stated all the facts as 
they occurred and as the Chair understood them, and the Chair thinks 
the House understands the situation and recognizes the motion now 
pending to be for the previous question on the amendment just read. 








peal can be taken. 
the floor, and on the question of recognition there can be no appeal. 


fo 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I ask the Chair to give a de- 


cision on the point of order, which will carry with it a right of appeal 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is nothing from which an ap. 


The Chair has a right to recognize gentlemen oy 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Itis because—— [Loud ang 


repeated cries of ‘‘ Regular order!’’] Gentlemen will make nothing }, 
these outcries. 


Mr. REAGAN. Thisis aclear case of a mob attempting to rule }y 
ree. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. It is because the Speaker has 


declined to so decide the question as to give me the right of appeal that 
I again insist upon a decision on the point of order I have raised as to 
whether the previous question can be called upon an amendment before 
it is introduced; and with great respect to the Speaker I desire hi) 
either to decide the question so that the appeal can be taken, or to say 
that he refuses to decide it and let that refusal go intothe Recony. | 
insist I have the right tohave the question of order decided. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair decides the question as jt 
is, which is that the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatcu] is recog- 
nized to move the previous question upon this amendment, and that 
that is the question now before the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The gentleman fiom Mis 
souri [Mr. HatcH] has not yet made that motion. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair understands that that is the 
motion pending. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I have not yielded the floor, and I now 
again demand the previous question. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular order !’’} 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. HATCH; and there wer 
ayes 150, noes none. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The pointis made that no quorum has 
voted. The Chair will appoint as tellers the gentleman from Kentucky, 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, and the gentleman from Wisconsin, Mr. Pricer 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 159, noes 5. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken on ordering the yeas and nays; ani there 
were—ayes 42, noes 168. 

So (the affirmative not being one-fifth of the whole vote) the yeas and 
nays were refused; and the previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment submitted by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hater). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. Let the next amendment be reported. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That hereafter it shall not be lawful for any manufacturer, merchant, shop 
keeper, or other person to sell or ex for sale within the District of Columbia, 
or any ofthe Territories of the United States, the produce known as " oleomarga- 
rine,’"without first branding, marking, or labeling the same ina legible manner 
and conspicuous place with the word “‘oleomargarine” so as to be easily ob 
served by persons offering to purchase, and also without first informing the 
person offering to purchase that the article is oleomargarine. as 

It shall not be lawful for any proprietor, keeper, or manager of any hote!, int 


restaurant,for house of public entertainment to furnish, offer, orset before, or per- 
mit to be offered, furnished, or set before his guests, in the District of Columbia 


or any of the Territories of the United States, the article known as ‘olcomar- 
garine,”’ without first putting his guests upon notice, by as in conspicuous 
places in the dining-room and in all other rooms where the guests of such house 


are accustomed to take meals, and also in 
be easily observed and read by the guests, in the following words: * This house 
uses oleomargarine ;” and also by printing said notice on their bills of fare wlien 
any bills of fare are used by any such house. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 53, noes 144. 

Mr. HAMMOND. [I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 89, nays 178, not voling 
55; as follows: 


rivate rooms of the guests, that can 


YEAS—89, 

Adams, J.J. Dawson, Lanham, Snyder, 
Allen, J. M. Dibble, Lawler, St.Martin, — 
Ballentine, Dockery, Lehlbach, Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Barnes, rty, Lovering, Tarsney, 
Bennett, Dowdney, Mahoney, Taulbee, 
Blanchard, Elisberry, Martin, Taylor, J. M. 
Breckinridge, C. R. Findlay, Maybury, Thompson, 
Breckinridge, WCP.Ford, McMillin, Throckmorton 
Burnes, Forney, McRae, Tillman, 

. Gay, Merriman, ‘Tucker, 
Campbell, Felix Gibson, C. H. Miller, ‘Turner, 
Campbell, J. E. Gibson, Eustace Mills, Van Eaton, 
dolibee, Hammond, Morrison, Ward, J.H. 
Clardy, Harris, Neal, Ward, T. 1B 
Cobb, H ill, Norwood, Wellborn, 
Collins, Henderson, J.S. O'Hara, Wheeler 
Cowles, Herbert, O'Neill, J.J Willis 
Crain, Hewitt, a — 
Crisp, Hutton, *eel, / ise 
Daniel, Irion, Perry, Woodburn. 
Dargan, Johnston, T. D. Reagan, 
Davidson, A.C. Jones, J. H Sayers, 
Davidson, R. H. M. Jones, J.T. Skinner, 

NAYS—178. 
. Baker, Bayne, Boutelle, 

A ten OH Barbour, Reach, Browne,T. M. 
Anderson, J. A. Barksdale, Bland, Brown, c. E. 
Atkinson, rry, Bound, Brown, W. W. 
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Hale, McKinley, Shaw, 
— Halsell, Millard, - Singleton, 
Bunnell, Hatch, Millikin, Smalls, 
Burleigh, Haynes, Moffatt, Sowden, 
Burrows, Heard, Morgan, Spooner, 
Butterworth, Henderson, D.B. Morrow, Spriggs, 
Bynum, Henderson, T.J. Muller, Springer, 
Caldwell, Henley, Murphy, Stahinecker, 
Campbell, J. M. Hepburn, Neece, Steele, 
Cannon, Hermann, Negley, Stephenson, 
Carleton, Hiestand, Nelson, Stewart, J. W. 
Caswell, Hill, Oates, Stone, E. F. 
Comstock, Hires, O’ Donnell, Storm, 
Conger, Hiscock, O’Ferrall, Strait, 
Cox, Hitt, O'Neill, Charles Struble, 
Culberson, Holman, Osborne, Swope, 
Curtin, Holmes, Parker, Taylor, E. B. 
Davenport, Hopkins, Payne, Taylor, I. H. 
Dingiey, Houk, Payson, Taylor, Zach. 
Dorsey, Howard, Perkins, Thomas, J. R. 
Dunham, Jackson, Peters, Thomas, O. B. 
Dunn, James, Pettibone, Townshend, 
Eldredge, Johnson, F. A. Phelps, Van Schaick, 
Ely, Johnston, J. T. Pidcock, Wade, 
Ermentrout, Kelley, Pindar, Wadsworth, 
Evans, Ketcham, Plumb, Wait, 
Everhart, King, Price, Wakefield, 
Farquhar, Kleiner, Randall, Warner, William 
Felton, La Follette, Reese, Weaver, A. J. 
Fisher, Landes, Richardson, Weaver, J.B. 
Fleeger, Le Fevre, Riggs, Weber, 
Foran, Lindsley, Rockwell, West, 
Frederick, Long, Romeis, White, A. C. 
Fuller, Lore, Rowell, White, Milo 
Funston, Louttit, Ryan, Whiting, 
Gallinger, Lowry, Sawyer, Wilkins, 
Geddes, Lyman, Scott, Winans, 
Gilfillan, Matson, Scranton, Wolford, 
Glass, McComas, Seney, Worthington. 
Green, W. J. McCreary, Sessions, 
Grout, McKenna, Seymour. 

NOT VOTING—55. 

Aiken, Cole, Harmer, Reed, T. B. 
Anderson, C, M, Compton, Hayden, Reid, J. W. 
Arnot, Cooper, Hudd, Rice, 
Belmont, Croxton, Laffoon, Robertson, 
Bingham, Cutcheon, Laird, Rogers, 
Bliss, Davis, Libbey, Sadler, 
Blount, Eden, Little, Stewart, Charles 
Boyle, Glover, Markham, Stone, W.J., Mo. 
Brady, Goff, McAdoo, Swinburne, 
B : Green, R. 8. Mitchell, Symes, 
Sedemems Grosvenor, Morrill, Trigg, 
Campbell, T. J. Guenther, Owen, Viele, 
Cc ings, Hall, Pirce, Warner, A. J. 
Clements, Hanback, Ranney, 


On motion of Mr. SOWDEN, the reading of the names of members 
voting was dispensed with. 

The following-named members were announced as paired until further 
notice: 

Mr. CLEMENTS with Mr. MORRILL. 

Mr. BoYLE with Mr. GUENTHER. 

Mr. HALL with Mr. CuTcHEON. 

Mr. STEWART, of Texas, with Mr. Coorrr. 

Mr. Re, of North Carolina, with Mr. Rice. If present, Mr. Rerp 
would vote against the pending bill; Mr. Rice for it. 

Mr. EDEN with Mr. MARKHAM. 

Mr. CoLeE with Mr. THoMAs, of Illinois. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, with Mr. GROSVENOR. 

Mr. ARNoTwith Mr. DAvis. Mr. ARNOT, if present, would vote for 
the pending bill; Mr. DAvis against it. 

Pa VIELE with Mr. Larrp. Mr. LAtkrD, if present, would vote for 

é bill. 

Mr. BRAGG with Mr. NEGLEY. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Ohio, with Mr. OWEN. 

Mr. RoGErs with Mr. PrRce. 

Mr. STONE, of Missouri, with Mr. REED, of Maine. 

Mr. BLounT with Mr. BINGHAM. 

Mr. MITCHELL and Mr. Gorr were announced as paired on this vote. 

Mr. Hupp and Mr. HARMER were announced as paired for this day. 

Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey, and Mr. GLOVER were announced as 
paired on this bill. If present, Mr. GLOVER would vote for the bill 
and Mr. GREEN against it. 

Mr. Croxton and Mr. DorsEy were announced as paired from the 
3d until the 10th of June. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to announce that my colleague 
(Mr. STEWART] is absent on account of illness. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, my colleague [Mr. 
SADLER] is confined to his room by sickness. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WELLBORN). The Clerk will re- 
port the next amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

_ In the twelfth line of section 6 insert the words ‘‘or paper” after the word 
wooden ;” so as to read “ wooden or paper packages.” 

Mr. HATCH. I demand the previous question on that amendment. 

The question was ordered. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I understand the committee accepts 
this amendment. 





| 


' 
| 


Mr. HATCH. We do. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole 


House on the state of the Union was read, as follows: 


In the sixteenth line of section 6 insert the words “or paper” 
“ wooden.” 


Mr. HATCH. 
ment. 
The previous question was ordered; and under the operation thereof 


after the word 


I demand the previous question upon this amend- 


| the amendment was agreed to. 


eee CCC 


The next amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union was read, as follows: 

In line 3 of section 8 strike out “‘ ten” and insert “ eight;”’ so as to read 

“That upon oleomargarine which shall be manufactured and sold, or re- 
moved for consumption or use,there shall be assessed and collected a tax of 
eight cents per pound,” & 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, under an agreement made in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the vote is first to be taken on an amendment 
whith in pursuance of that agreement I now submit, and on which I 
demand the previous question—to amend the amendment reported from 
the Committee of the Whole by striking out ‘‘eight’’ and inserting 
‘*three,’”’ the effect of which would be to make the tax 3 cents a 
pound. I do not favor this amendment, but offer it in accordance with 
the agreement. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 


Mr. HATCH. 


That is correct. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
HAtTcH] demands the previous question on this amendment. 
The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
calls for the yeas and nays on this proposition. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 


And by unanimous consent a yea- 
and-nay vote was to be taken on this proposition. 


agreed that the yeas and nays should be taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
Whole; but co order the yeas and nays requires the action of the 


House. 


Mr. HATCH. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


cemanc € eC a ays. 
Id nd the yeas and nay 


The gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. 


The gentleman from West Virginia 
By unanimous consent it was 


That consent was in Committee of the 


The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
131, nays 139, not voting 52; as follows: 


Adams, G. E. 
Adams, J. J. 
Allen, C.H. 
Allen, J. M. 
Ballentine, 
Barnes, 
Bingham. 
Blanchard, 
Bliss, 
Blount, 
Brady, 


Breckinridge, C. R. 
Breckinridge, WCP. 


Browne, T. M. 
Brown, C. EF. 
Brown, W. W. 
Brumm, 
Butterworth, 
Bynum, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Campbell, Felix 
Campbell, J. E. 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Catchings, 
Cobb, 

Collins, 
Cowles, 

Crain, 

Crisp, 
Culberson, 
Curtin, 


Anderson, J. A. 
Atkinson, 
Baker, 
Barksdale, 
Barry, 
Bayne, 
Beach, 
Bennett, 
Bland, 
Bound, 
Boutelle, 
Buchanan, 
Buck, 
Bunnell, 
Burleigh, 
Burrows, 
Campbell, J. M. 
Carleton, 
Caswell, 
Clardy, 
Conger, 
Cox, 
Davenport, 
Dingley, 
Dorsey, 
Eldredge, 


YEAS—131. 
Daniel, Lanham, 
Dargan, Lawler, 
Davidson, A.C Lehlbach, 
Dawson, Libbey, 
Dibble, Long, 


Dockery, 
Dougherty, 
Dowdney, 
Dunham, 
Dunn, 
Farquhar, 
Findlay 
Fisher 
Foran, 
Ford, 
Forney 
Gay, 
Gibson 
Glass. 
Halsell, 
Hammond 
Harris, 
Hemphill, 
Herbert, 
Hermann 
Hewitt, 
Hutton, 
Irion, 


Eustace 


James, 


Johnston, J.T. 
Jones, J, H. 
Jones, J.T. 


Lovering, 
Lyman, 
Mahoney, 
Martin, 
Maybury, 
McAdoo, 
MeMillin, 
McRae, 
Merriman, 
Miller, 
Mills, 
Mitchell, 
Moffatt, 
Morrison, 
Ne al, 
Negley, 
Oates, 

(Y Hara, 

O’ Neill, Charles 
O'Neill, J. J. 
Outhwaite, 
Peel, 
Perry, 
Phelps, 
Plumb, 
Reagan, 
Rice, 





Kelley Richardson, 
NAY S—139. 
Ely, Ilires, 
Ermentrout, Hiscock, 
Evans, Hitt, 
Everhart, Holman, 
Felton, Holmes, 
Fleeger, Hopkins, 
Frederick llouk, 
Fuller, Howard, 


Funston, 
Gallinger, 
Geddes, 
Gibson, C. H. 
Gilfillan, 
Green, W. J. 
Grout, 
Hanback, 
Hatch, 
Haynes, 
Heard, 


Henderson, D. B. 


Henderson, J.S. 
Henderson, T. J. 
Henley, 
Hepburn, 
Hiestand 


Hill, 


Jackson, 
Johnson, F. A. 
Ketcham, 
King, 
Kleiner, 
La Follette, 
Landes, 

Le Fevre, 
Lindsley, 
Little, 
Lore, 
Louttit, 
Lowry, 
Matson, 
McComas, 
McKenna, 
McKinley, 
Millard, 


tiggs, 
Romeis, 
Sayers, 
Scranton, 
Skinner, 
Snyder, 
Spooner, 

St. Martin, 
Stone, E. F 
Stone, W. J.,of Ky, 
Tarsney, 
Taulbee, 
Taylor, J. M. 
Taylor, Zach. 
Throckmorton, 
Tillman, 
Townshend, 
Tucker, 
Turner, 

Van Eaton, 
Van Schaick, 
Wadsworth, 
Ward, J. H. 
Warner, William 
Wellborn, 
West, 
Wheel r, 
Wilkins, 
Willis, 
Wilson, 

W ise, 
Woodburn. 


Milliken, 
Morgan, 
Morrow, 
Muller, 
Murphy, 
Neece, 
Nelson, 
O’ Donne! 
O' Ferrall, 
Oshorne, 
Parker, 
Payne, 
Payson, 
Perkins, 
Peters, 
Pettibone 
Pidcock, 
Pindar, 
Price, 
Randall, 
Ranney, 
Robertson, 
tock well, 
Rowell, 
Ryan, 
Sawyer, 
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Scott Springer, Taylor, E.B. Weaver, J. B, NAYS—122. 
Mene Stahlnecker Taylor, 1. H. Weber . _ ?, : 
; ‘ a? Anderson, J. A. Everhart Le Fevre Scott 
Sessions, Stecle, rhomas, J.R. White, A.C. inary: F ; ww oes’ 
seymour, Stephenson ‘Thomas, O. B. White, Milo | o— me Plea’ pa ¥ mene 
Shaw, Stewart, J. W. Thompson, Whiting, Bayne. Frederick Louttit 5 hee 
Singleton Storm, Wait, Winans, | Beach. Fuller E Lowty. Ski ° 
Smalia, Strait, Wakefield, Wolford, } Bennett Funston Mahoney s ae ; 
sowden, Strubk Ward, T. B. Worthington. | Biend Gallinger Matson. a 
“prigess, Swope, Weaver, A.J, Bliss, Geddes, McKenna, Stahine. ker 
NOT VOTING—52 LBound Gibson, C. I. McKinley, Steel 
oo . = . TT Boutelle, Gilfillan, Millard, Steph 
a ns Cooper, aa, Reed, 2B. Browne, T. M. Grout, Milliken, Stewart. J. \ 
Anderson, C. M. Croxton, Harmer, Reid, J. W. Buck Hanback Morrow Stony , 
Arnot, Cutcheon, Hayden, Reese, anecail Hatch a Mull - —— 
Barbour, Davidson, R.11.M. Huda, Rogers, | Burlei oi Heard. Mur ae Strat 
a ee, Johnston, T. D. Sadler, i = F Henderson, D.B masse - — 
Loyle, tden, Laffoon Stewart, Charles | > a a - s at at na 
sane . fs . ’ \ | Burrows, Henderson, T. J. Nelson, Taylor, Er 
~~~ ao Marick a | Bynum, Henley, O'Donnell, Taylor, I. i 
Campbell, T. J. Gr Sietlecary’ —, , | Campbell, Felix Hepburn, O’Ferrall, Thomas, J. R 
Clements, Green, R.S Morrill, © Trigg, | ve M. en + a mina _ 0.B 
Cole, Grosvenor, Norwood, Viele, j Caswell ‘ Holman Payne, Wa 
Compton, Guenther, Owen, Wade, | Comstock Holmes, Payson We J 
Comstock, Hale, Pirce, Warner, A. J. | Coume. Hopkins Peters. W. : ; 7: 
So the amendment was rejected. Davenport, Howard, Pidcock, Weber 
Ty . sas . rBOr ind ‘hit 
The following additional pair was announced: shew nee = oe aa A: 
_ Mr. Davinsoy, of Florida, with Mr. Gorr, for the remainder of this | Dorsey,’ Kelley, tandall, Whiting, 
day. Dougherty, Ketcham, Ranney, Winans 
The result of the vote was announced as above stated. ee. 7 wen, we 
Mr. HATCH moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also moved | Eyans. ’ Landes, Sawyer, 
at the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. NOT VOTING—17 
Che latter motion was agreed to. , iti Compton, ilinns <a 
Mr. HATCH. In accordance with the agreement made in the Com- | Anderson,C.M. Cooper, Hall, Rogers 
mittee of the Whole that I would submit three amendments in the Annet, Crain, Harmer, Sadie 
order then stated, I now move to amend the amendment reported from ee pte -wr-eaeal a I 5 
the Committee of the Whole by striking out “‘eight’’ and inserting | Boyle, Davidson, R.H.M. Laird, | Stone, W.J.,Mo 
‘* five,’”? so as to make the tax 5 centsa pound. I will state thatIam peety, Davie, Markbam, Swinbur ine 
ana to this amendment, but offer it in pursuance of the agreement. Breekinrid go, WCP.G! ae — = ) 
Upon this amendment I call the previous question; and I shall ask the | Campbell, T. J. Goff, Piree, Viele, 
yeas and nays upon agreeing to the amendment. Clements, Green, R.S. Reed, T. B. Warner, A.J 
The previous question was ordered. Cole, Grosvenor, Reid, J. W. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


MEMBER SWORN IN. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question of the highest 
privilege. Hon. Nathaniel Dick Wallace, member-elect from the second 
Congressional district of Louisiana, to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of the late Representative Michael Hahn, is present with his cre- 


Mr. HATCH. I now demand the yeas and nays upon agrecing to the 
amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

TheSPEAKER pro tempore. Before this question is taken the Chair 
desires to appeal to members to preserve order so that the vote may be 
correctlyrecorded. 'The Chair is utterly powerless toadvance the public 
business unless members will aid the Chair in the preservation of order. 


: : “ ° f < e@ SWOT asa 
Mr. HATCH. I ask to have read, and that the Chair will enforce, dentials. I move you his credentials be read, and he b oe 
ba member of the House. 

the seventh ph of Rule XTV. : : 

aa i The Clerk read as follows: 

che ieee s ~ follows: i UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Slate of Louisiana 

3 . € Misiana: 

he r a oe out eer pe a ee a member | waa ae Be it known and remembered, that on this day, we, the undersigned, s 


D. McEnery, governor of the State of Louisiana; Milton J. Cunningham, atto: 
ney-general, and Oscar Arroyo, secretary of state of the State of Louisiana, « 
by virtue of and in obedience to the third section of act 99 of the Gene ral A 
bly of this State, entitled, ‘An act to amend and re-enact sections 35, : 
of ‘An act providing for the time and manner of holding elections and making 
returns thereof,’ beingact No. 58,approved April 11, 1877, to provide the mann: 
of transferring the ballot-boxes and returns from the lis to the clerks of cou 
and returning officers; to provide for the transfer of returns by thie returning 
officer to the secretary of state and to the clerks of court, and by the cle rks 
court to the secretary of state; to provide for the compilation of the re turn 
elections for Representatives in Co , and for the certificate of their ¢! 

and to provide penalties for a violation of the provisions of this act,”’ appro 
March 14, 1878, proceed to the executive office, in the city of Raton Rouge, } 


pass 
the session of the House no member 
or remain by the Clerk's desk during the Gill of the roll or 
lots, or smoke upon the floor of the House; and the — 
ae are charged with the strict enforcement of this 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WELLBORN in the chair). 
Chair will endeavor to enferce the rule. 

The question recurred on Mr. Hatcn’s motion to strike out 8 and 
insert 5 cents a pound. 

T he question was taken; and it was decided in the aflirmative—yeas 
153, nays 122, not voting 47; as follows: 


between him and the Chair; and during 
shall wear — br 
the countin; 
at-Arms an 






The 
























YEAS—153 seat of government of this State, in order to ascertain the number of votcs « 
. F J for each candidate en mm rs Congress from the second Congressions 
Adams, G. FE. Ellsberry, Little, Sayers, district of this State, composed of the first, second, fourth, eleventh, twelft! 
Adams, J.J, Ely, Long, Scranton, thirteenth, fourteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth ‘wards of the city of New 
Allen, ©. H. F ~—, Lovering, Singleton, Orleans, parish of Orleans, and of the parishes of Jefferson, Saint Charles, Sain‘ 
Allen, J. M. Findlay, Lyman, Smalls, James, and Saint John the Baptist, in this State, to the Forty-ninth Congres: 
Kallentine, Fisher, Martin, Snyder, the United States, to fill the unexpired term of Michael Hahn, decease, : 
Barksdale, Foran, Maybury, Spooner, shown by the returns of said election for each in the said second ( 
Barnes, Ford, McAdoo, Springer, gressional district of this State, of an election held on Thursday, the 20th « 
garry, Forney McComas, St. Martin, of May, 1886, agreeably to the constitution and laws of this State and _purs 
Bingham, So McCreary, Stone, E. F. to the proclamation of his excellency Samuel D. McEnery, governor of the Si: 
Blanchard, Gibson, Eustace McMillin, Stone, W.J., Ky. of Lowlsions, dated the 17th day of March, 1886, which returns are on file ani 
Blount, — a McRae, Symes, record in the office of the secretary of state of the State of Louisiana, and {i 
Breckinridge, C.R, Green, W. J Miller, Taulbec, which it a; that the following was the result of the vote cast at said el: 
Brown, ©. BE. Hale, Mills, Taylor, J. M. tion in parish of said Congressional district, which we do hereby officia 
Brown, W. W. Halsell, Mitchell, Tay lor, Zach. announce and declare to beas follows: 
Brumim, Hammond Moffatt, Throckmorton, Second C ‘onal district 
Buchanan, Harris, Morgan, Tillman, Cone Vongression — 
Butterworth, Haynes, Morrill, Townshend, x... ’ 2 
Cabell, Hemphill, Morrison, Tucker, . N.D. H.W. OJ 
Caldwell, Henderson, J.8 Neal, Turner, Parishes. Wallace. | Martin. Flagg. 
Campbell, J. E. Herbert, Negley, Van Eaton, 
Candler, a eos, Wan Schaick, a Ce eee en een ten 
Cannon, ewit Oates, fade, 
Catchings, Hiestand, O'Hara, Wadsworth. Gia, St eet st ittadeltadenntintaions eatibicdiel ) 
Clardy, Hill, O'Neill, Charles Wait. aed 
Cobb, Hires, O'Neill, J. J. Ward, J. H. Orleans, eleventh vad... 
Collins, Houk, Outhwaite, Ward, T. B. Orle: twelfth vard........... 4.057 304 
Cowles, Hutton, Peel, Warner, William | Orleans thirteenth ward. e 
Cox, Irion, Perkins, Wellborn Orleans. fourteenth ward..... 
Crisp, Jackson, Perry, West, Orleans, sixteenth ward........ 
Culberson, James, Pettibone, Wheeler, Orleans seventeenth ward 
Curtin, Johnston, J.T. Phelps, Wilkins, Jefferson... ogg 442 
Daniel, Johnston, T, D. Plumb, Willis, Saint Charies. =e = 5 i 498 
Dargan, Jones, J. H. Reagan, Wilson, Saint John the Biapi “| 344 | 38 
Davidson, A. C. Jones, J.T. Reese, hawt Saint James.. eer 316 | 339 
Dibble, Kleiner, Rice w. iburn, Rey i 
D ery, anham, chardson, orthington. =65 
coamaey, ahem Riggs. NI... scence Atl gRt So ecacscsladenieh cecil 5,080 1,765 
Dunham, Tehibach, Romeis, - es 
Dunn, Libbey, Roweil, In faith whereof we do hereby affix our signatures, authenticated with (! 








1856. 


al of the State of Louisiana, at the city of Baton Rouge, this 27th day of May, 
seal of 
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Mr. GIBSON, of 


West \ 


irginia Lhat is according he agrecment 
A.D. 1886. o — The yeas and rays were ordered. 
S. D. McENERY, : ae mays a 
jemat.) Governor of the State of Louisiana. | Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Will the gentleman ii tot a.ter- 
M. J. CUNNINGHAM, , | ation of one word, and that is tostrike out ‘‘no;’’ so it will read “‘that 
OSCAR inn * | oleomargarine which has b red to be pu ce Itis sim 
Secretary of State. ply to perfect the languas: 
. ’ : S = | Mr. HATCH. Ican1 ni ree- 
I, the undersigned, secretary of state of the State of Louisiana, do hereby i. : 
ertify that in compliance with the third section of act No. 99 of the General As- | hient. 
vembiy of this State, ap roved March 14, 1878, I have entered on record in my Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana It sen I 
“fice a certificate the governor of this State showing the person who | ...)- consent of the Hous: 
received the greatest number of votes actually cast for Representative in the | “~>, Layla al cp 
Forty-ninth of the United States to fill the vacancy occasioned by the | Mr. HATCH. So far as Lam } obje 
jeath of Michael Hahn,at an election held on Thursday, the 20th day of May, | tion to the amendment. 
\. D, 1886,in the Con onal district of the State of Louisiana composed of | Pj, SPEAKER pro temp The Cha 7 the 
the first, second, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, sixteenth, and | is ra » prot — . ! { 
seventeenth wards of the city of New Orleans, parish of Orleans, and of the par- | \ erbal amendment is agreed to. 
ishes of Jefferson, Sain: Charles, Saint Jolin the Baptist, and Saint James,and| The question was taken on the amendment as modified; and it was 
that the followi is a duly certified copy thereof: | decided in the negative— 118. navs 1::3. not voting 52: as follows 
"This is to certify that at an election held on Thursday, the 20th day of May, | “~~ —" a ea as 


' rone tive to Congress from the second Congressional district 
1 State iia. composed of the first, second, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth wards of the city of New Or- 
ieans, parish of Orleans, and of the parishes of Jefferson, Saint Charles, Saint John 
che Baptist, and Saint James, the votes stood as follows, namely: 





H. W. 



















| 
aol | N.D. oO. J. 
Parishes. Wallace. | Martin. Flagg. 
! 
Orleans, first Tia ccsseaell 
Orleans, second ward .. -| 
Orleans, tenth a ie 
Orleans, eleventh ward.. 7 
Orleans, twelfth ward... a} = 4, 057 304 134 
Orleans, ward... .| 
Orleans, fourteenth ward. a 
Orleans, sixteenth ward...... | 
Orleans, seventeenth ward a 
NS CE EET | 288 442 148 
Saint ChArles.........-.0- a 7 | 498 | 268 
Saint John the Baptist. ; .| 344 | 38 | 139 
Saint James....... wesenencesees nsneesensensneces sesens ensees] 316 393 | 505 
TOBA eessesesceesssscseerneseneensesesensessneol 5, 080 1,765 | 1,194 





Witness our official si tures and the seal of the State of Louisiana, at the 
city of Baton Rouge, this 27th day of May, A. D. 1836. 
fsran.] Ss. D. McENERY, 
: Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
OSCAR ARROYO, 
Secretary of Siate. 


I, Samuel D. McEnery, governor of the State of Louisiana, do hereby certify the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the certificate entered on record by the 
of state of this State, and signed by me, showing who received the 
greatest number of votes cast actually for Representative in Congress from the 
second Congressional district of this State, composed of the first, second, tenth, 
eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth wards of the 
city of New Orleans, parish of Orleans, and of the parishes of Jefferson, Saint 
Charles, Saint John the Baptist, and Saint James, in said State, in the Forty-ninth 
Congress of the United States, to fill the unexpired term of Michael Hahn, de- 
ceased; and I do hereby certify that Nathaniel Dick Wallace, having reccived 
the greatest number of votes cast at said election for Representative from the 
second district of this State in the Forty-ninth Congress of the 
United States, to fill the unexpired term of Michael Hahn, deceased, I do hereby 
declare him to be duly elected to said office. 


Given under my mre and the seal of the State of Louisiana, at the city of 
Baton Rouge, this day of May, 1886. 
(smax.] S. D. McCENERY, 


Governor of the State of Lovisiana. 
By the governor: 


OSCAR ARROYO, 
Secretary of Slate. 
Mr. WALLACE presented himself in front of the Speaker pro tempore 
and was duly sworn as a member of the House. 


OLEOMARGARINE, 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I move to reconsider the vote last 
— and also move that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, state the pending question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question now recurs on the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union as just amended by the amendment of the gentleman frum 
Missouri [Mr. HatcH]. 

Mr. HATCH. On that I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered; and under the operation thereof 
the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. I believe the next amendment in order under the 
agreement is the one offered by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
BRowNE], upon which I demand the previous question. 

© previous question was ordered. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


Provided, That no oleomargarine which has been ascertained to be pure and 
healthful,and so certified in writing by the duly appointed health oflicer of a 
city or State where the same is offered for sale, and which is exposed for sale 
and sold to the consumer by its true name and without fraud, and without being 
ined 80 as to resemble dairy butter, shall not be subject to the tax imposed 

section. 


Mr. HATCH. 


I ask this amendment be voted on by yeas and nays. 








Adanis,G. FE. 
Adams, J.J. 
Allen, C. HL. 
Barbour, 
jarnes, 
Bingham, 
slanchard, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Brady, 
Breckinridge, C. R. 
Breckinridge, WCP. 
Browne, T. M. 
Brown, C. E. 
jrown, W. W. 
Brumm, 
Burnes, 
Butterworth, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Campbell, Felix 
Campbell, T. J. 
Candler, 
annon, 
‘atchings, 
‘obb, 
‘ollins, 
‘owles, 
1ox, 
Crisp, 


os 


~A Aare 


Allen, J. M. 
Anderson, J. A. 
Atkinson, 
Baker, 
Barksdale, 
Barry, 
Bayne, 
Beach, 
Bennett, 
Bound, 
Boutelle, 
Buck, 
Bunnell, 
Burleigh, 
Burrows, 
Campbell, J. E. 
Campbell, J. M. 
Carleton, 
Caswell, 
Comstock, 
Conger, 
Culberson, 
Davenport, 
Dingley, 
Dorsey, 
Eldredge, 
Elisberry, 
Ely, 
Ermentrout, 
Evans, 
Everhart, 
Felton, 
Fleeger, 
Foran, 
Frederick, 
Fuller, 
Funston, 
Gallinger, 
Geddes, 


Aiken, 
Anderson, C. M. 
Arnot, 
Ballentine, 
Belmont, 
Bliss, 
Boyle, 
Bragg, 
Buchanan, 
Bynum, 
Clardy, 
Clements, 
Cole, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

On motionof Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana, by 
1; spd «with 
dispensed with 


reading of the nar 


¥J 


Dargan 
Davidson, A.C 
Dawson, 
Dibble, 
Doughert 
Dowdney, 
Dunham, 
Dunn, 
Farquhar, 
Findlay 
Fisher, 
Forney, 
Gay, 


G tace 





os 
2 
5 


Hemphil ’ 
Herbert 
Hewitt 
Hutton 
Irion, 
James 
Johnston, T. D. 
J.H. 
Jones, J.T. 
Kelley, 


Jones 





Lehiba h, 
Libbey, 
Long, 
Lovering, 
Mahoney, 
Martin, 
Maybury 
McAdoo, 
McCreary, 
McMillin 
McRae, 
Merriman, 
Miller, 
Mills, 
Morrison, 
Neal, 
Negley, 
Norwood 
Oates, 

O’ Hara, 
O'Neill, Charles 
O'Neill, J.J. 
Outhwaite, 
Peel, 

Perry 
Phelps 
Neagai 
Rice 


NAYS—153 


Gibson, C. HT. 
Gilfillan, 
Green, W. J. 
Grout, 
Hanback 
Hatch, 
Haynes 
Ileard 
Henderson, D.B. 
Henderson, J. 5 
Henderson, T. J. 
Henley, 
Hepburi 
Hermann, 
Hiil, 

Hiscox k 

Hitt, 
Holman, 
Holmes 
Hopkins 
Houk, 
Howard 
Jackson 
Johnson, F. A. 
Johnston, J. 
Ketcham 
King, 
Kleiner, 

La Foliette, 
Landes, 

Le Fevre, 
Lindsl y 
Little 

Lore, 

Lowry 
Lyman 
Matson 
McComas 
McKenna 


NOT VOTING—52 


Comptor 
Cooper 
Crain 
Croxton, 
Cutcheon 
Davidson, R 
Davis, 
Docker’ 
Eden 
lord 
Glov 
Got! 


Gree I ~~ 


nes was 


If. M. 


MeKiule 
Millard, 
Milliken, 
Mitchell 
Moffatt, 
Morgan, 
Morrill, 
Morrow, 
Muller, 
Murphy, 
Neece, 
Nelson 
O'Donnell, 
O’ Ferrall, 
Osborne, 
Parker 
Payne, 
Payson, 
Perkins, 
Peters, 
Pettibone, 
Pideock, 
Pindar 
Price, 
Randall, 
Ranney, 
Reese, 
Robertson, 
Rockwell, 
Romeis, 
Rowel! 
ityan, 
Sawyer 
Scott, 
Scranton, 
Seney, 
»eSsSs100NS, 
Seymour, 
Shaw, 


‘4 


Grosvenor, 
Guenther 
Hale, 
Hal! 
Harme: 
Hayden 
Hiestand 
Hires 
Hudd, 
Laffoon 
[aird 
Louttit 
Markhan 


unani 





Snyder 
Spoont 

St. Marti 
Stone, 8.1 
Stone, W.J., Ky. 
larsney, 
faulbee 

Taylor, J.M 
Throckmorion, 
Tillmar 
Tucker 
Turner 

Van Eaton 
Van Shaick, 
Wadsw 
Wait, 
Wallace 
Warner, \V\ 


1 


im 
ellbor: 

Wheele 

Willis, 

Wilson 

Wise 

Woodbur 


Sinpgleto: 
Smalls 
Sowde: 
Spriggs, 
Springe: 
Stahlneck: 
Steele, 
Stephensor 
Stewart,J.W, 
Storm, 

Strait, 
Struble 
Swope 
Symes, 
Taylor, KB, 
Taylor, 1.1. 
Taylor. Zach 
Thomas, J. Ml. 
Thomas, O. L. 
Thompson 
Townshend, 
Wade, 
Wakefield 
Ward,J.H 
Ward, T. 1B 
Weaver, A.J. 
Weaver, J.B. 
Weber 

Weat, 

White, A.C 
White, M the 
Whiting 
Wilkins 
Winans 
Wolford, 
Worthington, 


(hwer 

Pirce 

Plum 

Reed, 7.1 
Reid, J, W 
Rogers 

Sadler, 

Stewart, Charles 
Stone, W.J., Mo. 
Swinburne 
Trigg, 

Viele, 


Warner, A.J 


consent, the 


mous 
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JUNE 3, 


a 


The following additional pair was announced: 

Mr. CLEMENTS with Mr. HIESTAND, on all questions, from now until 
further notice. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. HATCH moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendment 


was rejected; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I demand the previous question upon 
the engrossment and third reading of the bill and upon all the re- 
mainder of the amendments. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to move at the proper time to 
recommit this bill with instructions. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will recognize the gentle- 
man for that motion when in order. 


The remainder of the amendments reported from the Committee of 


the Whole were severally agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. HATCH. I now demand the previous question upon the pas- 
sage of the bill as amended. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. MILLS. 
Agriculture with the instructions which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the bill the following provisions: 


That there shall be levied and collected, as hereinafter provided, for the year 
1887, and annually thereafter, upon the gains, profits, and income of every person 
residing in the United States and of every citizen of the United States tempo- 
rarily residing abroad, derived from any source whatever, whether within or 


without the United States, except as hereafter provided,and the gains, profits, 
and income derived from any business, trade, or 


ing tax, to wit: 


‘Two and one-half per cent. on the amount of all such gains, profits, and in- 
come in excess of $4,000 up to the sum of $10,000, and 5 per cent. of the amount 


thereof over $10,000 and up to the sum of $20,000, and 10 per cent. onthe amount 
thereof above the sum of $20,000, 

Src. 2. In estimating the gains, profits, and income of any person there shall 
be included all income derived from any kind of property, rents, interest received 
or accrued upon al! notes, bonds, and mortgages, or other forms of indebtedness 
bearing interest, whether paid or not, if good and collectible, interest upon notes, 
bonds, or other securities of the United States; the gains, profits, and income of 
any business, profession, trade, employment, office, or vocation, including any 
amount received as salary or pay for services in the civil, military, naval, or other 
service of the United States, or as Senator, Representative, or Delegate in Con- 
gress; the share of any person of the gains and profits, whether divided or not, 
of all companies or partnerships; profits above costs and expenses actually re- 
ceived or realized in cash or cash value within the year from sales of real estate 
purchased within two years previous to the year for which income is estimated ; 
the amount of sales of live-stock, sugar, wool, butter, cheese, pork, beef, mutton, 
or other meats, hay and grain, fruits, vegetables, or other productions, being the 
growth or produce of the estate of such person, but not including any 


thereof consumed directly by the family; and all other gains, profits, and in- 


come drawn from any source whatever, but not including the rental value of 


the homestead owned and used or occupied by any person or by his family: 
Provided, That no gift, devise, or property acquired by inheritance, distribution, 
or succession shall be accounted as gains, profits, or income under this section. 

Sec, 3. Military or naval pensions allowed to any person under the laws of 
the United States, and the sum of $4,000 of the gains, profits, and income of any 
person, shall be exempt from said income tax,in the manner hereinafter pro- 
vided. Only one deduction of $4,000 shall be made from the aggregate income 
of all the members of any family com of one or both parents and one or 
more minor children, or of husband and wife ; but when a wife has by law asepa- 
rate income, beyond the control of her husband, and is living separate and apart 
from him, such deduction shall then be made from herincome, gains, and profits; 
and guardians and trustees shall be allowed to make the deduction in favor of 
each ward or beneficiary, except that in case of two or more wards or benefici- 
aries comprised in one family, having joint property interest, — one deduc- 
tion shall be made in their favor. For the purpose of allowing said deduction 
from the income of any religious or social community holding all their prop- 
erty and the income therefrom jointly and in common, each five of the persons 
eens such society, and any remaining fractional number of such persons 
less than five over such groups of five, shail be held to constitute a family, and 
a deduction of $4,000 shall be allowed for each of said families. 

In addition to the exemptions py sees above specified, there shall be de- 
ducted from the gains, profits, and income of any person, all premiums on in- 
surance of life or aes. and all national, State, county, and municipal taxes 
paid by him within the year, whether such person be owner, tenant, or mort- 
gager; all his losses actually sustained during the vear arising from fires, floods, 
shipwrecks, or incurred in trade, and debts ascertained to be worthless, but ex- 
cluding all estimated depreciation of values; the amount of interest paid during 
the year, and the amount paid for rent or- labor to cultivate land, or to conduct 
any other business from which income is derived; the amount paid forthe rent 
of the house or premises occupied as a residence for himself or his family, and 
the amouné paid out for usual and ge repairs. No deduction shall be 
made for any amount paid out for new buildings, permanent improvements, or 
betterments made to increase the value of any property or estate. 

The salaries of all officers, executive, judicial, and legislative, of any State of 
the Union shall also be deducted from their ns, profits, and income, and be 
exempted from said tax; and consuls of foreign governments Who are not citi- 
zens of the United States shall be omnes from any income tax imposed by this 
act which may be derived from their emoluments, or from property in 
foreign countries: Provided, That the governments which such consuls may 
represent shall extend similar exemption to consuls of the United States. 

Src. 4, That the tax hereinbefore provided shall be assessed upon the gains, 
profits, and income for the year ae the 3ist day of December, 1888, and for 
each succeeding year, as herein provided, and shall, after assessment, be due and 
payable upon notice and demand made as provided by section 3154 of the Re- 
vised Statutes. When said tax shall have been assessed by the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue, and said lists shall have been returned to thx: eollector, he 


I move to récommit the bill to the Committee on 


rofession carried on in the 
United States by any person residing without the United States and not a citi- 
zen thereof, or from rents of real estate within the United States owned by any 
person residing without the United States and not a citizen thereof, the follow- 









shall at once proceed to collect the tax assessed in the same manner as al! 04} 
assessed taxes are required by law to be collected; and in case of defauit j., ... 
payment of the tax as uired, or any part thereof, the penaity of 5 pe oa She 
and interest at the rate of 1 per cent. per month shall also be collect.j ps 
manner prescribed by law in the case of other assessed taxes. If any ,.° 
liable to pay the said tax neglects or refuses to pay the same for ten da. P — 
demand, the amount shall be a lien in favor of the United States from ti..." 
it was due until paid, with, except in case of deceased, insane, or insolye,: 
sons, the interest, penalties, and costs that may accrue in addition therc:, .) 
. the real and personal property of the persons assessed within the co))..:., 
istrict. iia 

Sec. 5. That it shall be the duty of every person of lawful age having a , 
ble income during the preceding year to make and render a return 061) cr }, — 
the 10th day of January, or within @venty days thereafter, to the co 
internal revenue of the district in which he resides of the gross amount of t 
income, gains, and profits as aforesaid; but not including the wages of a 
children not received ; and every guardian and trustee,executor or admin jet ras... 
and any person actingin any other fiduciary capacity, or asa resident 
or copartner of, any citizen or non-resident alien, deriving incomes, gains and 
profits from any business, trade, or profession carried on in the United States or 
from rents of real estate situated Rooke. shall make and render a turn a 
aforesaid to the collector of the district in which he resides of the amount of ;,. 
come, gains, and profits of any minor or person for whom he acts 

And it shall be the duty of every collector to notify, in writing, by mail o- 
otherwise, all such persons in his district as he shall have reason to believe |, 

a taxable income for the preceding year to make and render a like return th 
And such notice may be delivered to the person, or left at his dwelling 
place of business, or may be sent by mail. 

Every such return shall be verified by the oath of the party rendering it, ang 
shall be made in duplicate to the collector, who will immediately transmit one 
copy to the Commissioner of Interna] Revenue ; and the returns sha!) be 
in such forms and manner as may be prescribed by general rules and regu|,- 
tions of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, in order toascertain the amount 
of his income, gains, and profits legally liable to said tax; and where the party 
liable to the tax shall not be a resident of the United States, the collector may 
in like manner require a like return of any agent of such non-resident, in order 
to ascertain his taxable income. 

Sec. 6. And it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of Internal Revenuy 
prepare, and forward tothe collectors of internal revenue, the needful sched- 
ules, blanks, and instructions, with such questions as he may deem necessary 
in order to elicit from each person a full, fair, and unequivocal account of his 
income, gains, and profits liable to said tax. 

If any person having a taxable income shall fail or refuse, after being notified 
as aforesaid, to make such return, or shall make a false return, it shall be the 
duty of the collector, after reasonable notice to such person of the time and 
place of doing so, to proceed to make such return upon such evidence as he 
shall be able to obtain by the examination of such person under oath, or from 


time 


(tor of 





it of 
© lad 
ereof. 


Or Usual 


made 





‘ 
) 








any other source, and shall add, as a penalty, to the amount of the tax due 
thereon, 100 per cent. in all cases of willful neglect or refusal to make and render 
a return, and in all cases of a false or fraudulent return having been rend 





The tax, and theaddition thereto as penalty, shall be assessed and collected in 
the manner provided for in other cases of willful neglect or refusal to rendera 
return, or of rendering a false or fraudulent return. 

Any person may appeal from the decision of the collect: r, in such cases, to 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue. The form, time, and manner of pro- 
ceedings shall be subject to regulations to be prescribed by the Commission 
of Internal Revenue. 

And in all such ings, any person, in his own behalf, or as such fidu- 
ciary agent, shall permitted to declare, under oath, or otherwise show, that 
he, or his ward, beneficiary, or principal, was not possessed of an income liabl: 
to be assessed according to the provisions of this act; or may declare that au 
income tax has been and paid elsewhere in the same year, under au 
thority of the United States, upon his income, gains, and profits, or those of his 
ward, beneficiary, or principal, asrequired by law; and if the collector shal! 
satisfied of the truth of the declaration, such person shall thereupon be exempt 
from income tax in the said district. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of each collector, on or before the 15th day of Feb- 
ruary,in the year 1879,and of every succeeding year, to make triplicate lists of 
all the returns within his district, giving the name, residence, gross income, ex- 
emptions, deductions, and any other facts which, under the regulations to be 
made by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, may be required. The « 
lector shall, immediately thereafter, transmit to the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue one of each of the returns made to the collector, with the original and 
duplicate lists aforesaid, retaining one set of returns and the triplicate listin lis 
office. Upon the receipt of said lists and returns, the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue shall, as soon as practicable, assess the tax due by each person, and 
shall thereupon transmit the original list, with said assessments, to the co|lector, 
who shall give receipts therefor as in other cases: Provided, however, That no 
collector ll permit to be published in any manner such income returns 
— thereof, except such general statistics, not specifying the names of !n- 
dividuals or firms,as he may make public, under such rules and regulations 4s 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue shall prescribe. SPP a ; 

That if any person s g and making the return above prescribed in regard 
to said tax shall intentionally and fraudulently sign and make a false return, 
he may be indicted and convicted in os of the United States having local 
jurisdiction, and shall, upon conviction, be subject to a fine of not less than $1,000 
nor more than $50,000, or be ees not less than one nor more than ten 
years, or both, at the discretion of the court. - 

Sec. 8. The taxes collected under thisact shall be paid over and accounted for 
in the same manner that other internal-revenue taxes are required to be paid 
by law, and the collectors of internal revenue, before proceeding to execule this 
act, shall renew their bonds as such, or give a separate bond, with suflicien 
sureties,as now provided in like cases, conditioned to discharge their dutics 
under it, and to account for all moneys received under its provisions. pee 

The provisions of chapter 2, title 35, of the Revised Statutes of the Uni ed 
States, relative to assessments and collections of internal-revenue taxes, are, 
when not inconsistent with any of the provisions of this act, hereby made p- 
plicable to the assessment and collection of the taxes sanpesed bythisact. 

Sec. 10. That all the revenues raised by this act are hereby pledged for t! 
payment of pensions. 


Mr. HATCH. I demand the previous question upon the motion to 
recommit. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WILLIS. I did not understand whether the gentleman irom 
Do wouri ly the amendment or not. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HATCH. I do not think it is necessary to reply to that qncs 
tion. 

Mr. MILLS. I now ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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The question was taken; and there were—yeas 83, nays 188, not vot- 


YEAS—83. 

s, J.J. Dibble, Maybury, 
same, 5 Dougherty, McAdoo, 
Blanchard, Dunn, MeMillin, 
Bland Findlay, McRae, 
Blount, Fisher, Merriman, 
preckinridge, C. R. Forney, Miller, 
preckinridge, WCP.Gibson, Eustace Mills, 
Brumm, Glass, Mitchell, 
Burnes, Hammond, Morrison, 
Cabell, Hemphill, Neal, 
Campbell, T. J. Herbert, Norwood, 
Candler, Hutton, Oates, 
Cobb, Irion, O'Neill, J. J. 
Collins, Johnston, T. D. Outhwaite, 
Cowles, Jones, J. H. Peel, 
Crain, Jones, J. T. Perry, 
Crisp, Lanham, Reagan, 
Culberson, Lawler, Richardson, 
Daniel, Libbey, Sayers, 
Dargan, Lovering, Skinner, 
Davidson, A. C. Martin, Snyder, 

NAYS—188. 

A G.E. Everhart, Tandes, 
es H. Farquhar, Le Fevre, 
Allen, J. M. Felton, Lehibach, 
Anderson, J. A. r, Lindsley, 
Atkinson, Foran, Little, 
Baker, Ford, — Long, 
Ballentine, Frederick, Lore, 
Barbour, Fuller, Louttit, 
Barksdale, Funston, Lowry, 
Barry, Gallinger, Lyman, 
Bayne, Gay, atson, 

h, Geddes, McComas, 
Bennett, Gibson, C. H McCreary, 
Bingham, Gilfillan, McKenna, 
Bound, Green, W. J., McKinley, 
Boutelle, Grout, Millard, 
Brady, y Milliken, 
Browne, T. M. Halsell, Moffatt, 
Brown, C. Hanback, Morgan, 
Brown, W. W. Harris, Morrill, 
B ; Hatch, Morrow, 

Haynes, Muller, 

Bunnell, Heard, Murphy, 
Burleigh, Henderson, D.B. Neece, 
Burrows, Henderson, J. 8. Negley, 
Butterworth, Henderson,T.J. Nelson, 
Bynum, Henley, O'Donnell, 
Caldwell, Hepburn, O' Ferrall, 
Campbell, J. E. Hermann, O’ Hara, 
Campbell, J. M. Hill, O'Neill, Charles 
Cannon, Hires, Osborne, 
Carleton, Hiscock, Parker, 
Caswell, Hitt, Payne, 
Clardy, Holman, Payson, 
Conger, Holmes, Perkins, 
Cox, Hopkins, Peters, 
Davenport, Houk, Pettibone, 
Dawson, Howard, Phelps, 

i ° Jackson, Pideock, 
Dockery, James, Pindar, 
Dorsey, Johnson, F. A. Plumb, 
Dowdney, Johnston, J.T. Price, 
Dun ; Kelley, Randal}, 

E b Ketcham, Reese, 
Ely, King, Rice, 
Ermentrout, Kleiner, Riggs, 

8, La Follette, Rockwell, 

NOT VOTING—S2. 

Aiken, Cooper, Hall, 
Anderson, C. M. Croxton, Harmer, 
Arnot, Cartin, Hayden, 
Belmont, Cutcheon, Hewitt, 
Bliss, Davidson, R. H.M. Hiestand, 
Boyle, vis, Hudd, 
Bragg, Eden, Laffoon, 
Campbell, Felix Elisberry, Laird, 

\ Glover, Mahoney, 
Ciements, Goff, Markham, 
Cole, Green, R. 8. Owen, 
Compton, Grosvenor, Pirce, 
Comstock, Guenther, Ranney, 


So the motion to recommit was not agreed to. 
Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. 


with the reading 


of the names. 


Mr. MILLS. I object. 
The Clerk then recapitulated the names of those voting. 
The following additional pair was announced: 
Mr. CurTIN with Mr. RANNEY, on this bill. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
The question recurred upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HATCH. On that I demand the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


St. Martin, 
Stone,W. J., Ky. 
‘Tarsney, 
Taulbee, 
Taylor, J. M. 
Taylor, Zach. 
Throckmorton, 
Tillman, 
Townshend, 
Tucker, 
Turner, 

Van Eaton, 
Wallace, 
Ward, J. H. 
Wellborn, 
Wheeler, 
Willis, 

Wilson, 

Wise, 
Woodburn. 


Romeis, 
Rowell, 
Ryan, 
Sawyer, 
Scott, 
Scranton, 
Seney, 
Sessions, 
Seymour, 
Singleton, 
Smalis, 
Sowden, 
Spooner, 
Spriggs, 
Springer, 
Stahinecker, 
Steele, 
Stephenson, 
Stewart, J. W. 
Stone, E. F. 
Storm, 
Strait, 
Struble, 
Swope, 
Taylor, E.B. 
Taylor, L. H. 
Thomas, J. R. 
Thomas, O. B. 
‘Thompson, 
Van Schaick, 
Wade,,. 
Wadsworth, 
Wait, 
Wakefield, 
Ward, T. B. 
Warner, William 
Weaver, A.J. 
Weaver, J.B. 
Weber, 
West, 

White, A.C. 
White, Milo 
Whiting, 
Wilkins, 
Winans, 
Wolford, 
Worthington. 


Reed, T. B. 
Reid, J. W. 
Robertson, 
Rogers, 

Sadler, 

Shaw, 

Stewart, Charles 
Stone, W.J., Mo. 
Swinburne, 
Symes 

Trig, 

Viele 

We er ALJ 


I ask unanimous consent to dispense 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 177, nays 101, not 
noting 45; as follows: 


a G 
Allen, ©, a 
sien, J. M. 
Ae inson, oh 
Baker, 


YEAS—177. 
Ballentine, Bland, 
Barksdale, Bound, 
Bares 5 — 
ie racy, 
Beach, Brown, C. E. 
Bingham, Brown, W. W 


Buchanan, 
Buck, 
Bunnell, 
Burleigh, 
Burrows, 
Butterworth, 


Bynum, 
Caldwell, 
Campbell, J. E. 
Cam pbell, J. M. 
Cannon, 
Carleton, 
| Caswell, 
Clardy, 
Comstock, 
Conger, 
Davenport, 
Dawson, 
Dingley, 
Dockery, 
Dorsey, 
Eldredge, 
Elisberry, 
Ely, 
Ermentrout, 
Evans, 
Everhart, 
Farquhar, 
Felton, 
Fleeger, 
Foran, 
Frederick, 
Fuller, 
Funston, 
Gallinger, 
Geddes, 
Gibson, C. Il. 
Gilfillan, 
Green, W. J. 
Grout, 
Hale, 
Halsell, 
Hanback, 
Hatch, 
Haynes, 























































Adams, J. J. 
Barbour, 
Barnes, 
Bennett, 
Blanchard, 
Blount, 
Breckinridge, C. R. 
Breckinridge, WCP. 
Browne, T. M. 
Burnes, 

Cabell, 
Campbell, Felix 
Campbell, T. J. 
Candler, 
Catchings, 
Cobb, 

Collins, 

Cowles, 

Cox, 

Crain, 

Crisp, 
Culberson, 
Curtin, 

Daniel, 

Dargan, 
Davidson, A. C. 


Aiken, 
Anderson, C. M. 
Arnot, 
Belmont, 
Bliss, 
Boyle, 
Bragg, 
Brumm, 
Clements, 
Cole, 
Compton, 


applause. 
Mr. HATCH. 


The latter mot 


Mr. HATCH. 


Heard, 


Henderson, D. B, 
Henderson, T. J. 
Henley, 
Hepburn, 


Morgan, 
Morrill, 
Morrow, 


Muller, 


Murphy, 


Hermann, Neece, 
Hill, Nelson, 
Hires O'Donnell, 
Hiscock, O’ Ferrall, 
Hitt, Osborne, 
Holman, Outhwaite, 
Holmes, Parker, 
Hopkins, Payne, 
lloward, Payson, 
Jackson, Perkins, 
James, Peters, 


Johnson, F. A. 
Johnston, J. T. 
Ketcham, 


Pettibone, 
Phelps, 
Pideock, 


King, Pindar, 
Kleiner, Plumb, 
La Follette, Price, 
Landes, Randall, 
Le Fevre, Reese, 
Lindsley, Rice, 
Little, Richardson, 
Long, Riggs, 
Lore, Robertson, 
Louttit, Rockwell, 
Lowry, Romeis, 
Lyman, Rowell, 
Matson, Ryan, 
MeComas, Sawyer, 
McCreary, Seott, 
McKenna, Scranton 
McKinley, Seney, 
Millard, Sessions, 
Milliken, Seymour, 
Moffatt, Shaw, 
NAYS—101. 
Dibble, Lehlbach, 


Dougherty, 
Dowdney, 
Dunham, 
Dunn, 
Fisher, 
Ford, 
Forney, 
Gay, 
Gibson, Eustace 
Glass, 
Hammond, 
Harris, 
Hemphill, 
Henderson, J. 8. 
Herhert, 
Hewitt, 
Houk, 
Hutton 
Irion, 
Johnston, T. D. 
Jones, J. H. 
Jones, J. T. 
Kelley, 
Lanham, 
Lawler, 

NOT VO" 
Cooper, 
Croxton, 
Cutcheon, 
Davidson, R. H. M. 
Davis, 
Eden, 
Findlay 
Griover, 
Goff, 
Green, R. §. 
Grosvenor, 


So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, by unanimous consent the reading 
of the names of members voting was dispensed with. 

The following additional pairs were announced: 

Mr. STONE, of Missouri, with Mr. LAFFOON, on this bill. 

Mr. FINDLAY with Mr. REED, of Maine, on this vote. 
would vote against the bill. 

The result of the vote was then 


Libbey, 
Lovering, 
Mahoney, 
Martin, 
Maybury, 
McAdoo, 
McMillin, 
McRae, 
Merriman, 
Miller, 
Mills, 
Mitchell, 
Morrison, 
Neal, 
Negley, 
Norwood, 
Oates, 

© Hara, 
O'Neill, Charles 
O'Neill, J. J. 
Peel, 
Perry, 
Reagan, 
Sayers, 
Skinner, 
TING—45. 
Guenther, 
Hall, 
Harmer, 
Hayden, 
Hiestand, 
Hudd, 
Laffoon, 
Laird, 
Markham, 
Owen, 
Pirce, 
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Singleton, 
Smalls, 

Sowden, 
Spriggs, 
Springer, 
Stahinecke! 
Steele, 
Stephenson, 
Stewart, J. W. 
Stone, E. F 
Stone, W. J., Ky. 
Storm, 

Strait, 

Struble, 

Swope, 

Symes, 

Taylor, E. B 
Taylor, lL. Il 
Thomas, J. R. 
Thomas, O. B. 
Thompson, 
Townshend, 
Wade, 

Wait, 
Wakefield, 
Ward, T. B. 
Weaver, A. J. 
Weaver, J. B. 
Weber. 

West, 

White, A. ©. 
White, Milo 
Whiting, 
Wilkins, 
Winans, 
Wolford, 
Worthington. 


Snyder, 
Spooner, 

St. Martin, 
Tarsney, 
Taulbee, 
Taylor, J. M. 
Taylor, Zach. 
Throckmorton, 
Tillman, 
Tucker, 
Turner, 

Van Eaton, 
Van Schaick, 
Wadsworth, 
Wallace, 
Ward, J.H 
Warner, William 
Wellborn 
Wheeler, 
Willis, 
Wilson, 
Wise, 
Woodburn. 


Ranney, 

Reed, T. B. 
Reid, J. W. 
Rogers, 

Sadler, 

Stewart, Charlies 
Stone, W. J., Mo. 
Swinburne, 
Trigg, 

Viele, 

Warner, A. J 


Mr. FINDLAY 


announced as above stated amidst 


I move the adoption of the title as reported, and upon 


ion was agreed to. 


I move that the House now take a recess 

o’clock, under the previous order of the House. 
Mr. WEAVER, of lowa. 

the evening session is for. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


that I demand the previous question. 
The previous question was ordered; and under the operation thereof 
the title of the bill was agreed to. 
Mr. HATCH moved to reconsider the last two votes; and al 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 


0 moved 


until 8 


I would like to have the Chair state what 


The Chair will state, in response to the 
inquiry of the gentleman from Iowa, that the evening session to-night is 
for debate only on the Oklahoma bill. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

\ message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced the passage without amendment of the joint resolution (H. 
tes. 112) for the relief of the estate of the late James G. Wintersmith, 
late Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives. 

The motion of Mr. J. ATcH wasagreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o'clock 
and 35 minutes p. m.) the House took a recess until 8 o'clock p. m. 
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JUNE 


| were given as his share of the plunder, greater than that wh), 


| broad acres to men who fence them around and becom: 


The House reassembled at 8 o’clock p. m., Mr. WELLBORN in the} 


chair as Speaker pro tempore. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thesession of this evening under the 
order of the House is for the purpose of debate, and debate only, on the 
ill the title of which the Clerk will report. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


: - ‘Ol r getic, courageous, frontiers rho is the 
\ bill (HL. R, 7217) to provide for the organization of the Territory of Okla- countey to theenergetic, a, Saas pene iat 


homa, and for other purposes. 


Mr. SPRINGER. This bill isin Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. I move that the House now resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the consid- 
eration of this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union (Mr. CULBERSON in the chair) for de- 
bate on the bill \ H. R. 7217) to provide for the organization of the Ter- 
ritory of Oklahoma, and for other purposes. 

Mr. KING. 
main from the very earliest organization of society have concerned 
those who earn their bread from the soil. Some of the greatest strug- 
gles recorded in history have arisen from an unequal and unwise dis- 
tribution of land. The use made by this great Republic of its vast 
domain has been variously and severely criticised. We are rapidly 
growing to 2 close of our possession of the virgin territory to which we 
have fallen heir. But it seems to me one of the anomalous features in 
the conduct of our public domain is that there should be so vast a ter- 
ritory, so large a body of land apportioned for so trifling a purpose as 
is this Oklahoma possession to-day. I understand from the debates I 
have heard on this floor, and from what I have read, that directly and 


indirectly this title covers between fifteen and sixteen million acres of 


land; and that under what is called a treaty that land is practically 
appropriated to the possession of some thirty-five hundred Indians. 

{ understand further that they have not more than 1,000 acresof this 
Territory under cultivation. Weare met by the opposition with the 
announcement that a treaty is an inviolable obligation. Why, sir, the 
footprints of history are marked by destroyed treaties. We have lived 
to sce the Russians and the allied powers make the treaty of Paris, and 
not more than ten days ago the Emperor of Russia gave practical notice 
to the world that the treaty growing out of the fall of Sebastopol was 
torn to atoms, and he would send his fleets into the Black Sea. Treaties 
between great powers have existed only so long as those powers felt it 
was convenient to carry them out. 

The engagements between the Indians and this Government have 
been dignified by the term “‘treaty.’’? The term is misapplied, and by 
recent court decisions I believe I am sustained in so saying. These 
agreements with these savages have been kept or modified just in pro- 
portion to the demands of the American people for more territory; and 
to-day with your labor movement, your bread-winners, begging for more 
means with which to supply their natural wants, are knocking at the 
door of this Government to be allowed to go upon this.territory and 
mak » for themselves there comfortable homes to which they can carry 
their families and live in comfort and with health and all that pertains 
to home life. 

We are met by the assertion that this proposition to place these sav- 
ages off in territories by themselves is the best means to civilize them. 
Why sir, it is as impracticable to civilize an inferior race in that way 
as it would be to tame a herd of deer by placing them in an almost 
boundless park. If the Indian is ever to be civilized he is to be taught 
to work with his hands. He is not to be made to believe as some of our 
friends seem to think that school education is the only road to civili- 
zation. Educate him in these schools which you have established and 


what do you make of him? We have beenso told in the vivid speech of 


my friend from Kansas and in the speech of my friend from Illinois, 
and [ remember distinctly the experience of the Freedman’s Bureau 
when they attempted to cluster the freedmen and bring them under 
the control of officers of this Government. The iniquities of that sys- 
tem became so glaring and were so early apparent that it was very soon 
abolished. 

The Indian simply taught to read and write is still nothing more 
than a savage, with additional means of exercising his native cunning, 
and this education further excites his ambition to enjoy the luxuries 


| vert this region into a regularly organized Territory; put ove 


| 


! 


Mr. Chairman, all questions relating to the public do- | 


of the glittering civilization which he has been permitted to look upon | 


among the whites. He thinks that “‘ education’? means that he is to 
do nothing. This splendid empire—a territory than was ac- 
quired by the first war of the Third Napoleon when Savoy and Nice 


| be necessary, with either regular or volunteer soldiers; ope 


Germans won in their last war against France—this vast reo, 
the disposal of these savages, the chiefs and agents of who 
some instances and in a very large degree undertaken to |; 


| 


kings.’’ They are but the harbingers of robbers and muri 
law-abiding citizen ventures to enter upon this domain: }y; 
who will steal and murder from the impulses of his own wicked | 
finds there a refuge to which he can escape and from w) 
make his raids. 

Ifmy vote could determine the question, I should at on 


controlling hand of the Government; give it courts and the offices yy 
taining thereto; protect them if need be, and for whatever ti), : 
civilization; let him be followed by that industrious class 0! pe wile water 
are building up to-day Washington Territory, Montana, Idaho, and 4 
the other future States of this great Republic, and let the Indian »; 
his colleacues take their chances with other men in the er 
civilization and fortune. [Applause.] 

Mr. STRUBLE addressed the committee. [See Appendix. 

Mr. HERMANN. Mr. Chairman, the present discussion of the 
pending measure vividly recalls the unlawful invasions of Oklahoma in 
recent years and the prompt removal by the military of the intruders 
It was asserted in defense of these attempts at forcible possession tha: 
the lands sought for were parts of the public domain and 
settlement under the land Jaws of the United States. 

Proclamations were issued by President Cleveland and his predec 
sor defining thestatus of the Oklahoma country, and warning al! per 
not to attempt settlement. The Executive was authorized by act o: 
Congress of Jast session to negotiate with the Creeks, Seminoles, and 
Cherokees for the opening to settlem’ it of the unoccupied lands in thy 
cessions of these tribes, and an appropriation made for this purpose 
Nothing was done. Now itis proposed in the measure before us not 
only to provide a special commission to negotiate with these Indians 
but at the same time to create a Territorial government which shal 
take immediate effect as to the public land strip, which is not India 
Jand, and thereafter to embrace such as shall be negotiated for | 
after. Ishall address my remarks chiefly te objections as they appea 
on the face of the bill, and in so doing to the real merits of th: “t 
before us for consideration. 

The very first objection which confronts us in the pending bill is a 
to the area embraced in the proposed Territory. We have no right to 
vaguely anticipate on some future acquisition. Itis not the busin 
like course of an individual or community in ordinary transactions 
still less thatofagreatnation. Itis notstatesmanship. Policy, prec- 
edent, economy, are all against it. ‘The first question is, What is the 
area over which the Government now has the authority, clear and un 
doubted, to extend a Territorial organization with all the political m 
chinery of laws, officers, and offices ? 

The answer to this is found in the first section of the proposed 
It is to inelude what is known as the Public Land strip and so muy 
of the Indian Territory as is not occupied by any Indian tribe to which 
title has been conveyed by patent from the United States, or which b 
treaty with any Indian tribe is not without its consent to be included 
within the territorial limits or jurisdiction of any State or Territor) 

Now, let us examine concerning the brief limits not excepted trom 
the general boundaries, and over which it is proposed to establis! a 
separate political government, with its governor, Legislative \ssem|); 
Delegate in Congress, United States and county courts, precinct oflice: 
and all the paraphernaliaincidental to such a well-recognized status in 
our form of republican institutions. The Publie Land strip contains 
5,740 square miles, or 3,673,600acres. It lies along the south boundary 
of Kansas and Colorado and north of Texas. 

A horseman in an easy day’s ride can cross it at any point from Texas 
into Kansas or Colorado. It is the panhandieto Indian Territory, aud 
a narrow strip only 34} miles wide and 167 mileslong. The irregular 
conformation of the country is an objection within itself. In al! ou! 
later legislation it is the policy rather to make the exterior boundar 
of our States and Territories symmetrical in form where it is at all pra 
ticable to do so. This land forms more properly a part of Texas, trom 
which it was once acquired and to which it should again be recede! 
This respect for symmetry in our later State and Territorial bounds” + 
is seen in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming, Arizona, Ores 
Dakota, Kansas, and others. 

Only recently and in this Congress we are reminded that this I! 
provided for the annexation of the Panhandle of Idaho to Washin¢' 
Territory. Large rivers—as the Mississippi, Columbia, and othe: 
great mountain ranges often require a deviation from the esta!)! 
precedents and policy. With the Public Land strip there are nei'h« 
great rivers nor mountains to appeal for its present or future anncs® 
tion to the Indian Territory. Nor are thereany considerations, co" 
mercial orotherwise, which should arbitrarily unite the one section w'‘" 
the other. Whenin the future the whole western half of the Indian Ter- 
ritory may be politically organized and be regular within its paral'c’ 
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. . . . | 
\ines, to add toitthe projecting arm 167 miles long of the narrow Public | 
Land strip would be a blot on the map and an unnecessary burden to | tion of the Indian Territory is not, under the provisions of the pending 


che new government with no corresponding benefit. 


Realizing the anomalous condition of this land the Commissioner of | Territory of Oklahoma; 


the General Land Office in his annual report for 1884 recommended its 
attachment to Kansas. The public surveys have never yet been ex- 
tended over this strip, and we have no evidence that it contains any 
bona fide settlers. 

Mr. SYMES. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. HERMANN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SYMES. I wish to suggest to the gentleman that it has been 
carveyed into townships. 

Mr. HERMANN. But the townships have never been subdivided. 

Mr. SYMES. ‘The surveys have been extended over them. 

Mr, HERMANN. Notcompletely. Iam speaking now withspecial 
reference to townships being subdivided, and the facilities for obtain- 
ing title. ‘The Commissioner reports that ‘‘the entire tract is illegally 
occupied by cattle companies, who are reported to have fenced in the 
whole of the territory.’? There are no schools, churches, villages, or 
towns—in a word, there is nothing to form even a nucleus for society; 
and neither public policy nor public necessity demands the organiza- 
tion of a political government for this strip at the present time. It is, 
however, confidently predicted that in the event of the proposed organ- 
ization this country must soon be populated, and that we are thus au- 
thorized to infer this and to construct in advance a form of government 
for this anticipated population. Even conceding this future popula- 
tion, we submit that for some time at least all the conditions of society 
will be amply subserved by attaching this country to some judicial 
district, surveying the subdivisional lines of the townships, and also 
including the entire body of land within one or more existing land dis- 
tricts, and making the lands subject to entry by actual settlers under 
the homestead laws, without the privilege of commutation by cash. 
Thus those seeking homes can avail themselves of this much of the 
nation’s land system, and enjoy the full protection of the laws. 


Such a law has already been enacted by the Senate, and a like meas- 


ure is now pending in this House in House bill No. 679. 

It is incorrect to assume, as has been done, that this entire body of 
land can beutilized for purposes either of agriculture or grazing. |'re- 
quent droughts exist; the soil is in most places gravelly and rocky, and 
unless irrigated the only resort of the agriculturist is the appropriation 
of land along the water courses. Though settlement is not prohibited 
here as in the Cherokee or Oklahoma and other Creek and Seminole 
cessions, yet we have heard of no ‘* boomers’’ rushing pell-mell or 
otherwise to possess themselves of any desirable lands in the Public 
Land strip, as was done in Oklahoma. We may safely assume, then, 
if these lands are as fertile as represented they would contain bona fide 
squatters, who would be reminding us by earnest petitions as to their 
desires in the matter of some organization and the extension of the 
publicsurveys. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. HERMANN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The gentleman from Oregon has iust said 
this country is fenced by cattle syndicates. 


But, sir, it is hardly a question wheth 


r even this disconnected por- 
bill, ‘‘ excepted out of the boundaries and to constitu 


) no part of the 
and more than all, 
yr 


is ita question in view of 
good faith or inany fair interpretation of the treaties and executive orders 
pertaining to it? This country li t of the ninety-eighth degree of 
west longitude, and south of the Canadian and north of t 


} m3 Dp a 
L LO Ive l River, 





and contains 7,713,239 acres and was originally in the cession to the 
Choctaws of all the Indian Territory south of the Creek and Seminele 
cessions. 

Che Choctaw treaty contains this c! 

And that no part of : it iy 
iecrritory or State 

When the Chickasaw tri united with the Choctaws the same guar- 


antee was by treaty extend: 
to the United States all the 


in the following words: 


itoit. Susequently these tribes leased 


unds west of the ninety-eighth degree, 


And the Choctaws and Chickasaws do he y lease to the United States al 


that portion of their common country west of the nine ty-eighth degree of west 
longitude, for the permanent settlement of the Wichita and such other tribes 
or bands of Indians as the Government may desire to locate therein. 


This lease was of indefinite duration, and permanent settlements 
made onthe lands. By treaty of April 28, 1866, this leased district 
was formally ceded to the United States. These extensive lands were 
obtained for the special purpose of a permanent settlement of the 
Wichita and certain other tribes of Indians. This, as in the Creek and 
Cherokee cessions, was beyond doubt the main inducement for the 
Indian relinquishment of his rights. 

Pursuant to this expressed purpose the United States has settled on 
these lands the Wichitas, the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches under 
treaty of October 21, 1867 (15 Stat., 581), and in 1869 the Cheyennes 
and Arapahoes were settled on other portions of the same lands by 
executive order. This treaty provides that said district ‘‘ shall be, and 
the same is hereby, set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and 


| occupation of the tribes herein named, and for such other friendly 


tribes or individual Indians as from time to time they may be willing 
(with the consent of the United States) to admit among them.”’ 
Further on the ‘‘ United States now solemnly agrees’’ that only these 
Indians, with certain other specified persons, ‘‘ shall ever be permitted 
to pass over, settle upon, or reside in the territory described.”’ 

Can it be successfully claimed that, in view of these strong guaran- 
tees, these lands can be included in the propésed territory of Oklahoma 
unless said tribes shali signify their assent to the President of the 
United States? ‘Would such an act on the part of Congress be in har- 
mony with any sense of right? Would it be consistent with any r 
sonable treaty construction? 

The compact entered into with the Choctaws and Chickasaws as to 


| the expressed use which should be made of the lands then leased 


I have information that | 


settlers have attempted to go in there, and have been driven out by | 


those cattle syndicates. 

Mr. HERMANN. The statement of the gentleman is purely volun- 
tary. We have nothing before the House officially or otherwise to show 
this; we have no statement from the Department and no petition from 


= settlers who it is alleged have been debarred the privilege of set- 
tlement. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. 
that country has been fenced by cattle syndicates ? 

Mr. HERMANN. Yes, sir; and I repeat, it is being filled up by those 
who are not there for the bona fide purpose of making a settlement. 
They are cattlemen, not agriculturists. This class do not seck that 
country. It is unfit for agriculture. 

_ Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. ‘The gentleman will not deny that I have 


Did the gentleman not say himself that | 


information from those who have gone there and have béen driven | 


away, 


Mr.HERMANN. It isstrangeif that is the case that they have not 
appealed to this body which has authority to give redress. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. They have, and they have asked to have 
4 government organized. 

Mr. HERMANN. Thecommittec to whom this measure was referred 
received no such requests from any persons desiring settlement on this 
Public Land strip. This House has no knowledge of such request. 

It may be claimed that the Chickasaw and Choctaw cession being 
without restriction as to settlement and Territorial government should 
beincluded in the proposed government. Evenifthis were true, where 

we find it? Adjoining, annexed to, or forming a compact body with 

Public Land strip? No. It is completely separated fromit with 

He intervening Creek cession varying from 35 to 100 miles. Is it de- 

tately proposed, sir, that this Congress shall establish such a pre- 

posterous limit for territorial boundary ? Two separate, distinct, dis- 

connected divisions many miles distant one from the other and yet 

forming & Single political division! Is there any advocate of the pend- 
ing bill bold enough to venture an affirmative answer ? 


is the decision of the Department. 


amounted to a trust which followed the lands after the cession. The 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in his communication to the Secretary 
of the Interior (October 27, 1881), says: 

The subsequent treaty 
substituted a direct pi 
trust. 

Mr. STRUBLE. 
moment ? 

Mr. HERMANN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STRUBLE. AsI understand the gentleman, he says that the 
trust obtains by reason of the lease made prior to the cession. 

Mr. HERMANN. Ido. Iwill goeven further. I propose to say 
there is a trust not only with regard to this particular cession made to 
the Wichitas and other friendly tribes, but there is as to all the others 
in this territory. 

Mr. STRUBLE. As to the Choctaws and Chickasaw 

Mr. HERMANN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STRUBLE. By virtue of the lease 
sion ? 


Mr. HERMANN. 


with the Choctaws and Chickasaws of April 2s, 1 
irchase for the lease, but did not alter or extinguish 


Will the gentleman from Oregon yield to me fora 


and not the subsequent ces- 


Yes, sir; by virtue of the original lease, and that 
It was to the effect that the subse - 
quent cession did not alter or extinguish the trust, referring to the 
trust in the original transaction which was the original lease between 
the parties. 

The Wichitas under this trust occupy 1,463,935 acres south of the 
Canadian River, by virtue of an agreement entered into at Washington, 
October 19, 1872, asa home. With the Wichitas are also included the 
Caddoes and other affiliated bands. In consideration of this location 
andsettlementand as showing its permanency ‘* these Indians ceded and 
relinquished to the United States all their right, title, interest, or claim 
of any nature whatsoever to any lands in Texas, Louisiana, Indian Ter- 
ritory, or elsewhere within the limits of the United States.’’ Thistract 
is within the Cheyenne and Arapaho reservation. Inaddition to these 
agreements, the Indians themselves base their claim to this country as 
well as that as far south as the Red River, on guarantees made them 
in the council at Fort Arbuckle that they and their children would be 
permitted to remain on the particular rescrvations selected for them ‘‘ as 
long as the waters should run.’? The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 








216 


in his letter as late as October 9, 1883, to the Secretary of the Interior, 
in reporting on the status of these Indians, says: 


But from athorough examination of the papers submitted and the records and 
correspondence on file lam convinced that the only obligation now resting upon 
the Government is that of confirming to these Indians by a secure and perma- 
nent title the lands now occupied by them. To this end the agreement of Oc- 
tober 19, 1872, should be ratified by Congress, and the title confirmed by patent. 


Mr.SYMES. Whatare you now reading from or quoting ? 
or a comment upon a treaty ? 

Mr. HERMANN. Iam now reading from a construction placed on 
this treaty by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

Mr. SYMES. What Commissioner? 

Mr. HERMANN. This bears date October 9, 1885. 

Mr. SYMES. Who was Commissioner ? 

Mr. HERMANN. Commissioner Price. 

Mr. SYMES. Are you not referring to the opinion or purported 
opinion of acting Commissioner Holcombe ? 

Mr. HERMANN. No,cir. Iwill refer to that opinion in afew mo- 
ments. And as the gentleman from Colorado has alluded to it, I will 
do so now. In further confirmation of this position I call the atten- 
tion of the House to theopinion expressed by acting Commissioner Hol- 
combe in a communication addressed to the Secretary of the Interior, 
Mr. Kirkwood. This is the position again taken by the Government 
on this question. He says: 


The treaties by which the United States reacquired title to any of the lands in 
the Indian Territory, or obtained the conditional right to control the disposal 
of any of said lands, were the treaties with the Seminoles of March 21, 1866; with 
the Choctaws and Chickasaws of April 28,1866; with the Creeks of June 14, 
1866; and with the Cherokees of July 19, 1866, 

By the third article of the treaty with the Seminoles (14 Stat., 756), said Indians 
ceded to the United States about 2,100,000 acres of land, *‘ in compliance with the 
desire of the United States to locate other Indians and freedmen thereon.” 

In compliance with the same desire,the Creeks, by the third article of the 
treaty with that tribe (14 Stat., 786), ed about 3,200,000 acres to the United 
States, ‘‘ to be sold to and used as homes for such other civilized Indians as the 
United States may choose to settle thereon.” 

The lands reconveyed to the United States by the foregoing treaties are there- 
fore held sub; to the trust named. They can be appropriated nets the uses 
specified, and to those uses only by the United States, and then only in the man- 
ner provided for bylaw. Miscellaneous immigration even by the intended ben- 
eficiaries would be unauthorized and eo 

The Choctaw and Chickasaw cession of April 28, 1866 (14 Statutes, 760), was by 
the tenth section thereof made subject to the conditions of the compact of June 
22, 1885 (14 Statutes, 613), by the ninth article of which it was stipulated that the 
lands should be appropriated f permanent settlement of such tribes or 


A treaty 


or t 
bands of Indians as the United States may desire to locate thereon. 

Articles 15 and 16 of the treaty with the Cherokees (14 Stat. , 803, 804) provide 
that the United States may settle any civilized Indians friendly with the Cher- 
okees and adjacent tribes within the Cherokee country, on unoccupied lands, 
on certain terms and conditions s fied in the treaty. 

These provisions made the United States the agent of the Cherokees for the 
sale and disposal of unoccupied land in the Cherokee country for the benefit of 
said tribe, but restricted such sale and d exclusively to friendly Indians. 

In pursuance of the stipulations of the foregoing compacts, and in the exer- 
cise of the trusts assumed by the United States under the several treaties, and 
in accordance with specific provisions of law and the lawful orders of the Pres- 
ident, all the lands in the Indian Territory to which the United States has title 
have been peaaeny appropriated or definitely reserved for the uses and 
pur nam 


The title of the United States to lands in the Indian Territory is, as heretofore 
shown, subject to specific trusts, and it is not within the lawful power of either 
the legislative or executive departments of the Government to annihilate such 
trusts, or to avoid the obligations arising thereunder, 

This opinion was submitted to the Secretary of the Interior April 25, 
1881, received and accepted by him, and ever since acted upon as the 
rule and law of the Department. 

Mr. SYMES. The gentleman is now reading from the opinion, or 
purported opinion, contained in a circular of Acting Commissioner 
Holcombe, of the Interior Department, and I understand the gentleman 
is now undertaking to support as a lawyer the legal position that when 
an Indian tribe by a deed or by cession transfers a piece of property to 
the Government and agrees that it takes it for a certain purpose, that is 
a trust within the meaning of the law. 

Mr. HERMANN. Under thistreatyit is. I have given theopinion 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs as a farther comment on this con- 
struction. I shall advert to it again before I close. Under the lan- 
guage of the treaty the Government assumes an express trust, which 
attaches to its appropriation thereafter. Every instrament must be 
construed according to its own terms. 

Mr, SYMES. I only desire to know the gentleman’s position. He 
seems to dodge taking the position as a lawyer, and seeks out some act- 
ing commissioner to back him up in acircular written by some Depart- 
ment clerk some morning. 

lam used to extraordinary legal positions; but when you look to 
that quarter for them, the mind has never yet existed that could imagine 
what letter may be written to-morrow, or what legal opinion may come 
forth from a clerk of some Department of the Government in the great 
hurry of business. 

Mr. BAKER. If the gentleman will allow me, I will say that I un- 
derstand the letter which the gentleman from Oregon has just read was 
expressly approved by the Interior Department, and formed the basis 
of subsequent action by the Department. 

Mr. SYMES. No, sir. 


Mr. HERMANN. Yes, sir. And I will state furtherthat from that 
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time down, as well as previously, the Government in all its ; 
tions has acted upon just such a construction; and further to the ce 
man from Colorado let me say, that I am very much surprised ¢}); },, 
should characterize the Commissioner of Indian Affairs as ay | tine 
ant subordinate.”” Here is a decision proceeding from the (Con... 
sioner of Indian Affairs, and approved by the Secretary of the Jp... 
and we may well presume that it was not put forth until after»... 
consultation with the law officers of the Department and their appr...) 
as to its correctness as a legal opinion. I proceed. -_— 

Special Agent Townsend, in his report as to these Wichitas. says +),,:. 
claims ‘‘are of long standing and their rights should be detine a, d 
guaranteed to them by some authority from which there shall be 1, 
appeal. Emigration and civilization are pressing upon these peop|c pe 
allsides.”” General Hazen, once superintendent of Indian affairs {o; t] : 
southwest of Indian Territory, including these Indians, writes to the 
Secretary of the Interior as late as April 14, 1883, and appeali; ‘ 
confirmation of their present location says: 

To one who is acquainted with these quiet, patient, and long-suffering ,, 
ple—long suffering mostly because they always remained at peace—t}). os “ 
a appeal to the better instincts of our nature in their favor that na 
aardly be felt for any other people. 

The remainder of these lands in the Choctaw and Chickasaw cession js 
set apart for the use of, and now occupied by, the Arapaho and Cheyenne 
Indians under Executive Order, and seems to be accepted by them in 
lieu of a former cession by treaty of lands in the Cherokee strip—the 
location on which they insist they did not understand, and never de. 
sired to occupy. Their present reservation is less in amount than that 
ceded to them of the Cherokee strip, a portion of which has since been 
appropriated for other tribes of friendly Indians. Thusit is seen that 
of the Chickasaw and Choctaw cession all is now claimed by treaty, or 
executive order, and all is occupied; and above all there still attaches 
the trust under which it was originally obtained—‘‘ the permanent set- 
tlement of the Wichita and certain other tribes or bands of Indians.”’ 

The Cheyenne and Arapahoes occupy their reservation in exchange and 
for relinquishment of their lands ceded them in the Cherokee strip with 
which they were not satisfied, and in consideration for this relinquish- 
ment and ‘in lieu thereof the United States agree to set apart for the 
absolute use and undisturbed occupation and as the future homie of the 
Cheyenne tribe of Indians’’ the lands at present occupied by them; and to 
the Arapahoe tribe of Indians by the same precise language the lands occu- 
piedbythem. Thesearticlesofagreement were entered into at Washing- 
ton city November 18, 1873, signed by the representative chief and the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Itisof these lands given these tribes for 
their ‘‘ absolute use, undisturbed occupation, and as their future home 
that it is said by some the Indians hold merely by executive order which 
may be modified or rescinded at the pleasure of the Government! Is it 
any wonder the unlearned red man should become suspicious of «/! trea- 
ties, agreements, or executive orders, if they are to be thus construed so 
contrary to the letter as well as spirit? Are these lands to be opened 
to settlement without any treaty or assent? 

The provisions of the bill and the conclusions of the majority of th 
committee are in strange contrast. The majority say: 

The sauregnte, Greseere, of the lands to be opened to settlement under tlic 
provisions of this bill is 11,583,295 acres, a section of country larger in areathan 
the three States of Massachusetts, Rhode Island,and New Jersey. 


This, then, we are informed is to be the area of the proposed territory 
under the Oklahoma organization. But what is to form this area’ 
The report enumerates Oklahoma land strip of the Creek and Seminole 
cession with 1,887,800 acres; the Public Land strip south of Colorado 
and Kansas, 3,672,640 acres, and the Cherokee strip, 6,022,959 acres. 
These together form the proposed territorial area of 11,583,295 acres 
This would seem to be an assurance positive that at least this much 
shall form the new territory over which the new government and laws 
shall extend. But a reading of the bill invites us toa different con- 
clusion. There we find no exception made of the 7,713,239 acres in the 
Chickasaw and Choctaw cession. Noassentof these Indians is requir d 
This will be disputed ground. Settlers will claim it under this bil, 
and the Indians under treaties. * 

Mr. HILL. Does not the gentleman from Oregon know that the bil! 
provides for the appointment by the President of a commission to 0!- 
tain the consent of the Indians, and provides further that ‘al! suca 
territory shall be excepted out of the boundaries, &c., until said tribes 
shall signify their assent to the President of the United States “ 

Mr. HERMANN. The bill provides just this, and nothing mor 

That nothing in this act shall be construed to impair the rights of person or 
Hermie ander the tarsal tational te Unk Bes, orto oc 9 
ritory occupied by any Indian tribe to which title has been conveyed by js\\ 
from the United States, without the consent of said tribe. 

That is not the case with the Wichitas. No patent has been e\\"' 
to them yet, nor to the Cheyennes nor the Arapahoes. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Read on. 

Mr. HERMANN. “Or any territory which by treaty or agreemen' 
with any Indian tribe is not, without the consent of said tribe, ‘0 be 
included within the territorial limits or jurisdiction of any State of 
Territory.”’ 
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Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. That is it. 
Mr. HERMANN. Mr. Chairman, that is just the point where these 


gentleman are mistaken, because there is no treaty or agreement with | 
| 
| 





the Cheyennes nor the Arapahoes which would give any such protec- 
tion as here contemplated, and that is the reason why I claim that 
those Indians are left entirely out and that their assent is not required 
to be obtained. 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The gentleman is entirely wrong. 
Mr. HERMANN. And [I invite the attention of the gentlemen who | 
advocate this bill to that point, for there is evidently a great oversight 
in that portion of the bill. I ask whether the Cheyennes are included? 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Certainly they are. The tribes are not 
named in the bill. It provides that the lands of no tribe shall be in- 
cinded in violation of any agreement or treaty. 
Mr. HERMANN. The gentleman is again in error. The tribes are 


named. I have just referred for the benefit of the gentleman to the 
sections which provide that the Creeks and Seminoles and Cherokees 
shall signify their assent, and that upon their doing so the unoccupied 
lands occupied by those tribes shall be open to settlement, but there is 
nothing requiring the Cheyennes or the Arapahoes or the Wichitas, or 
any of the tribes who inhabit these 7,000,000 acres, to be consulted as 
totheirassent. The landsofthe Choctaw and Chickasaw cession are not 
even referred to in the bill, and the treaty rights of the friendly Indians 
occupying these lands are entirely ignored. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The gentleman has just read the clause of 
the bill which contradicts his statement. 

Mr. HERMANN. Sections5 and 6 provide that the Creeks, Seminoles, 
and Cherokees shall signify their assent, and then the unoccupied Jands 
ceded by these Indians shall be opened to settlement. No other tribes 
are mentioned in the bill, by name or otherwise. But assuming for 
illustration they are all included, and in the cvent of their refusal to 
essent,whatthen? What extentof country shall then clearly constitute 
the future Territory of Oklahoma? The Public Land strip, or pan- 
handle, is all that is left. This, then, will be the only fragment of 
the many millions of acres referred to, which the bill gravely provides 
‘tis hereby declared to be a part of the public domain of the United 
States, and shall be opened to settlement under the operation of the 
homestead laws only.’? Thisis the only land which is expressly opened 
to settlement. The status of the Chickasaw and Choctaw cession is left 
in painful uncertainty. It is not surprising that the majority should 
fail to construe their own measure. 

It is claimed that all future acquisition is to depend really upon the 
negotiation with and assent of the various Indian tribes! Is it upon 
such shadowy expectations that Congress legislates governments into 
existence?—and more shadowy still in view of the pleading remon- 
strance of the tribes affected by the bill. This is a recommendation 
for a reversal of the usual order in governmental organization. Weare 
accustomed to believe that first there should exist the territory, and 
secondly the people, and then the machinery of government. 

Even if the assent of the Indians is obtained, what evidence have 
we that there is a reasonable number of inhabitants who are citizens ? 
Sections 2147 and 2148, Revised Statutes, providethat no white person 
has a right to go into the Indian country to reside without a permit, 
and if when once ejected he returns he becomes liable to a penalty of 
$1,000. With such restrictions wecan not expect tofind many bona fide 
inhabitants already there desirable as citizens in any American govern- 
ment, particularly where, being in limited numbers, they will necessa- 
rily be required to share more or less in the civic administration of af- 
fairs in the newly inaugurated system. No personsto be benefited by 
this government are asking for it. There is not a single individual in 
the entire Indian Territory now petitioning for the passage of this bill. 
me the few who are there by various permits and relations do not 
ask it. 

Mr. SYMES. The gentleman says that there -re no people in the 
Indian Territory asking for the organization of this Territorial govern- 
ment. Is it not a fact that the Government has by force kept people 
from going into that Territory, and is not that the reason why there are 
no people there asking for a Territorial government ? 

Mr. HERMANN. Mr. Chairman, Iam very much surprised that the 
gentleman from Colorado, as well as other gentlemen who advocate this 
bill, should so persistently emphasize the words “' force’’ and “‘ forci- | 
bly.” Gentlemen say that the Government has forcibly expelled or 


excluded people from this Territory. How has the Government done 
that? In what way and by whatauthority? Simply by the same au- 
thority and the same right that either one of those gentlemen has the 
right, or I myself have the right, to ‘‘enforce’’ the absence of an in- 
dividual who is an intruder upon our private property without our con- | 
sent or without authority of law. The law and the treaties provide 
against intrusion, and the lands are reserved for a specific purpose. | 
The Government hassolemnly guaranteed and stipulated with the tribes, 
quiet and peaceable possession of the country, and provided for protec- 
tion against ‘‘intrusion from all unauthorized citizens of the United 
States who may attempt to settle on their lands or reside in their Ter- 
ritory.”” Is this not enough ? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Will there ever be any people there to ask 
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stacles in a just, regular, and 
is all over we can wash . 
not lay ourselves pen to be denourced in infamy as a nation of 


with reference to the 7,000,000 acres now occupied by the t 
on the Choctaw and Chickasaw cession, and I say this bill does not 


sembly and delegate to Congress until the President shall order 
might properly have been said, until there are inhabitants to become 
voters. <A Territory may be termed the foundation of the future State. 
Then Jet us construct the Territory of such dimensions as that it may 
for all time fitly serve as the solid and enduring foundation for one of 
the great States of this Union. Ifthe areais as yet too contracted let 
us patiently defer until the limits may be extended, and that only by 
fair, honorable, open-handed negotiation. Let it not be said in some 
future year that the foundation we are asked to lay was laid by a be- 
trayal of the oft-repeated compacts and treaty assurances entered into 
with the present occupants. 
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for a Territorial government as long as the cattle kings are allowed to 
fence in that Territory ? 


Mr. HERMANN. Then, Mr. Chairman, let us first remove t! 


108e Ob- 
proper way, so that after this proceeding 


hands of it in an honorable manner, and 


} 


cove 
nant-breakers. 
Mr. SYMES. That is just what we prop 
Mr. HERMANN. I have been criticising this bill more especially 


} 
ripes named 


tin 


clude any provision which would require them to give their assent; and 
even if it did, I regard your proposition unwise in k 
the direction of a Territory organization until a full, free, and fi 
sent has been procured to the settlement of this country. This being 
done a subsequent Congress can provide for the gover 
in this bill if the population and needs of the country should then re- 
quire it. Another objection to your bill is that it constitutes that lit- 
tle Public Land strip a Territory of the United States without regard 
to the acquisition of any otherlands. Sucha miniature T 
ernment would be a farce. 


vislating at all in 


ind final as- 


iment propose { 


erritorial gov- 


Until the assent of the Indians shall be obtained, this bill on its pas 


sage can only affect the narrow Public Land strip, except for judicial 
purposes. Over this district, then, without people, it is proposed that 
an organized Territorial government shall be established. There is no 
petition before us from any people in this section asking for a Territo- 
rial government, nor have we any evidence there are any people in good 


faith residing there; and yet a governor and secretary are to be ap 


pointed and provided for, and to be restricted in their authority by 
boundaries hardly the extent of many fair-sized counties. A governor: 


of the Public Land strip! This Territory and embryo State, capable 
only of settling twenty-three thousand oceupants with 160 acres each ! 


A wise proviso in the bill postpones the election of a Legislative As- 


, Or, as 


Sir, I do not argue that these lands or the larger portion of them 


should remain forever in their present status, to the future exclusion 
of the white man. I verv frankly confess that the millions of acres 
occupied by these Indians are greatly in excess of their requirements 
or of any possible use by them. When the forests and prairies once 
contained abundant game and the chase supplied their exclusive wants 
these same Indians required more scope of country <o follow the game, 
and could bear less intrusion from another people than at present. 


| 
Now the game hasentirely disappeared. The fruits of the soil and the 


domestic stock are their only resort. 


Their very wants, which in past years required a large district, now 


can be content with muchless. Asan incident in this reversed change 


i 


of life and condition this great excess of territory now remains useless 


to any class of people, except to cattle monopolies and other intruders. 


Those great factors of our country, the home-seekers, of whom it is 
so much the favored policy of this nation to aid, encourage, and pro- 


tect, they are admonished not to enter, but to respect the laws of 
their country, and the obligations, treaties, and orders which at pres- 
ent appertain to these lands, until a change of law and obligation is 
effected in a just and creditable negotiation. There is a right way to 
do this; then let us do it. This pending measure maps out the future 
State, names the exterior boundaries, and then excepts those divisions 
from it whose occupants decline to signify their assent. It is as if the 
house-builder were to create a design for his edifice on the basis of a 
certain plot of real estate belonging to another, or rather encumbered 
with peculiar trusts of another which must first be removed. If he 
should undertake to construct one corner of the building on his own 
insufficient and narrow strip adjoining, proposing to continue the build- 
ing on to the adjoining estate after the trust should be removed, by 
the voluntary and uncertain consent of the beneficiary or owner, would 
not any community bestow upon him either its severest criticism or 
its tender pity? 

The immediate effect of the pending bill then is to include only the 
narrow strip, or Panhandle, and hereafter extend its provisions over 
the adjoining Territory when the present trusts of indefinite duration 
attaching to it shall be removed. If like management is not good 
sense in an individual it is not statesmanship in the American Con- 
gress. If we are sincere in our purpose and desire to appropriate the 
unoccupied lands of the Indian Territory for homestead settlement, is 
it not for the settler’s own best interest and future security that every 
evidence of good faith and fair dealing should be observed? This be- 
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ing first consummated through a commission or by the Indian Depart- 
ment itself and the Indian trust extinguished the land becomes legally 
and justly opened to settlement, and there is then sufficient area to in- 
clude in an organized Territorial government. 
concur it will be time enough to organize Oklahoma Territory. Be- 
lieving, sir, that it does not comport with the honor and respect of a 
great Government like ours to act hastily, and still less to act unjustly, 
I am constrained to oppose this measure and to favor the creation oi a 
commission to first adjust all conflicting differences and to arrange for 
the opening of the unoccupied lands to settlement. 


"a . . : . . . . . | 
Not to provide for an adjustment previous to legislation for organi- | 


zation is to create a pending threat and indirectly to coerce. Quoting 
from the minority: 


The passage of a bill organizinga Territorial government, under such circum- 
stances, over a weak and defenseless people, with a condition requiring their 
assent before the bill should become operative, would evince on the part of a 
powerful government like that of the United States such a predetermination to 
create the proposed government as would deprive these people of all freedom 
of volition in the matter. It would be a miserable perversion of terms to call 
an assent thus obtained free and voluntary. 

It is the iron hand in the velvet glove. 

Mr.ST RUBLE. Will the gentleman allow mea question right there ? 
Supposing that this commission which the gentleman contemplates 
should be appointed and after negotiation should fail positively and ut- 
terly to secure any concession from the Indians, what then? Would 
the gentleman allow them to go right along and hold these lands for 
centuries? 

Mr. HERMANN. I propose we shall goon and keepour faith. Let 
1s recognize the solemn seal placed on those treaties which will remain 
there forever te remind us of our sacred duty which we owe to those 
weak and defenseless people and which we should fully discharge though 

t should take from now to eternity. ButIremind the gentleman from 
fowa, with all due respect, that it will not be long before there will be 
aone of these people left, for they are fast fading out of existence; and 
in a short time—probably in the generation which istocome after us— 
they will largely bave passed away. Let us while they do exist treat 
them honorably and fairly; let us stand by our word of honor and the 
very letter of our compact. 

The language quoted from the minority report of the committee is 
not too strong in viéw of the past legislation as to these Indians and 
their interesting and romantic history; not less than the original and 
continued policy and purposes of the Government in the appropriation 
of the entire country known as the Indian Territory. The treatment 
of this subject stands on an entirely different basis from that of the 
other Indian tribes of the nation. Our policy, legislation, and prece- 
dents as to the Indian tribes generally should not be cited in this Con- 
gress as a criterion for similar control over the lands, and Indians of the 
Indian Territory. We should not prove unmindfal of the voluntary 
relinquishment of other lands and privileges by these Indians in accept- 
ing the voluntary invitation of the United States to make this country 
their future, permanent, and undisturbed home for them and their 
children. This guarantee was evidenced by the solemnity of patents 
to these lands as well as various treaties and agreements dating back 
over half a century in our history. 

While many of our Indians may be summarily removed from one lo- 
cation and reservation to another with no assent on their part, yet as 
to these people in the Creek and Seminole and Choctaw cessions a higher 
respect is due. 

A GENERAL COMMISSION. 

A general commission, such as provided by the Holman bill, is su- 
perior to a special commission. The first, having examined all the In- 
dian lands of the Government and consulted in person with all the 
Indian tribes, can better know what lands are available for further In- 
dian occupancy and what portions may be best fitted for certain tribes. 
Climatic effects should also be consulted. A removal from a cold to a 
hot climate has proven fatal often. Of the Nez Percé Indians taken 
from Idaho to Indian Territory 25 per cent. died in twelve months. 
Some Indians being advanced in agriculture should not be confined to 
lands only fit for grazing, and the converse is true of others. Some tribes 
will agree to assimilate with others and to accept them within the same 
reservation limits, as in the case of the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes, 
the Comanche, Kiowa, and Caddoes, the Walla Walla, Umatilla, and 
Cayuse Indians, while others will not consent, or if forcibly united 
under one agency will engage in ceaseless broils and hostilities, 

This commission will be a means of mutual interchange of Indian 
sentiment as well as an ascertainment of the best and most practicable 


method of contracting the Indian limits and opening the surplus to an | 


honorable settlement of the white man. 

A special commission being confined in its investigation to a limited 
territory can not reach the same intelligent, broad, and satisfactory re- 
sult so desirable to a liberal understanding by this Congress in its treat- 
ment of a great subject involving alike the integrity of many solemn 


compacts by this Government, the assured rights and peace of the de- | 


pendent Indian, and the anxious expectations of American homeseekers, 
The Holman bill is comprehensive, and provides: 
Sec. 2. That it shall be their duty in making on to ascertain and 


such inspecti 
report in detail as to the exact condition and needs of the Indians; what steps 
are necessary to be taken on behalf of the Government to improve their situa- 
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When these conditions | 





tion in the direction of their self-support and complete civilization 
any, of the reservations may be reduced in area, and what portion the 


| needed for Indian ocecupation, may be held by the Government in tr st 


Indians having tithe thereto by law or treaty, and disposed of for the 
what, ifany, Indians may, with their consent be removed to other res 
with a view to their concentration, and the sale, on their behalf aja ¢,,, 
benefit, of their abandoned reservations; wat, if amy, lands res -rved jy, 
tive orders for Indian oceupation are no longer needed for such purp 
may be restored to the public domain; what Indian lands now held ip , 
should be alletted in severalty, the quantity to be allotted to heads of { 
unmarried adults, orphans, or others, and what, if any, Indians are , 
vided with or located upon reservations or land which may be patented 1 


It is indeed a measure proceeding from the department of the ¢; 
ernment having the daily stady of the subject, acquired by in 
contact and supervision of the Indians. 

The President in his last message to Congress devotes much thoyeh: 
to this question, and presents it in its practical as well as humane con 
siderations. He recommends the creation of this general commissioy, 
to be composed of six commissioners; ‘‘ that they ascertain {ro uch 
inspection what, if any, of the reservations may be reduced in area 1 
in such cases what part not needed for Indian occupation may 
chased by the Government from the Indians and disposed of for the; 
benefit; what, if any, Indians may with their consent be removed + 
other reservations, with a view to their concentration and the sale ; 
their behalf of their abandoned reservations; what Indian lands ; 
held in common should be allotted in severalty; in what manner a 


l 
to what extent the Indians upon the reservations can be placed 


i under 


imediate 


| the protection of our laws and subjected to their penalties.”’ 


Let the appointment of this commission be mandatory, and not dis- 
cretionary, as left in the law passed at the last session of Congress gn- 
thorizing the President to negotiate with the Indians of Indian Ter 
tory for the same object. 

OKLATIOMA, 


The unoccupied land known as Oklahoma (‘‘red man’s land’’), co- 
prising 1,887,300 acres, the unlawful settlement of which was attempted 
by Payne and his followers, is a part of the Creek and Seminole cession 
(article 3), and is coupled with the trust that the lands are ‘to be 
sold to and used as homes for such other civilized Indians as the United 
States may choose to settle thereon.’’ Said article 3 is as follows: 

y 

In compliance with the desire of the United States to locate other Indians and 
freedmen thereon, the Creeks hereby cede and convey to the United States, to |x 
sold to and used as homes for such other civilized Indians as the United Stat 
may choose to settle thereon, the west half of their entire domain, to be divided 
by aline ranning north and south, * * * and in consideration of said ces- 
sion of the west half of their lands, estimated to contain 3,250,560 acres,t 
United States agree to pay the sum of 39 cents per acre, amounting to $975)! 
in the manner hereinafter provided, &c. 


Over two-thirds of Oklahoma is in this cession from the Creeks, and 
the remainderis from the Seminoles in their cession of March 21, 166 
with this language: ‘‘In compliance with the desire of the United 
States to locate other Indians and freedmen thereon, the Seminoles cede 
and convey,’’ &c. The price fixed was 15 cents per acre. These ces- 
sions were for a specific purpose. ‘There were inducements in the con- 
tract. No higher evidence of this can be found than in the paltry sum 
mentioned as the price. We must not forget that these tribes had an 
absolute title in fee simple to theselands. They held patents for them 
from the United States. It is well known they had an antipathy to 
the settlement of whites among them, but did not object to allowing 
‘‘other Indians and freedmen’’ and ‘‘such other civilized Indians as 
the United States may choose tosettle thereon.’’ The lands were ceded 
for a specific and express purpose. 

A contract is as binding in a treaty asin alaw. The purpose of the 
contract should not be changed without a concurrence of the Indians 
They claim, however, that if the purpose is to be changed they should 
at least be allowed the minimum value the Government fixes for its 
lands when sold for settlement to white men. 

Secretary Teller, in his communication to the President (Executive 
Document 54) as to these lands, says: 

It is believed that there will be found at all timesin the United Statesaw 
some public opinon that will demand of the Government that its contracts! 
tofore made with the Indians be respected in all cases where they do no! 
flict with the interests of the Indians and are not unjust to the people of the 
United States. * * * It is, however, within the power of the Government, 
with the consent of the Indians interested, to change this provision of the 


treaties, so that these desirable unoccupied lands may be placed within the 
lawful reach of settlers. 


THE CHEROKEE LANDS. 


That larger body of unoccupied lands—the Cherokee strip compr's- 
ing 6,922,754 acres—is less subject to settlement than the rest, and 1 
even more encumbered with treaty conditions. 

By the sixteenth article of the treaty with the Cherokees, of July 1”, 
1866 (14 Stat., 804), it is provided that— 


The United States may settle friendly Indians in any part of the Cherekce 
country west of the ninety-sixth degree, to be taken in compact form, in quan- 
tity not exceeding 160 acres for each member of each of said tribes thus to be 
settled; the boundaries of each of said districts to be distinctly marked, and the 
land conveyed in fee-simple to each of said tribes to be held in common or by 
their members in severalty as the United States may decide. “ah 

Said land thus disposed of to be paid for to the Cherokee Nation at such pric¢ 
as may be agreed upon between the said parties in interest, subject to the *P. 

roval of the President, and if they should not agree, then the price to be fixe: 
yv the President, 

The Cherokee Nation to retain the right ofpossession of and 
all said country west of 96° of longitude until thus sold an 


urisdiction over 
occupied, after 
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which their jurisdiction and right of possession to terminate forever as to each 
of said districts thus sold and occupied. 


Under this treaty the Government settled the Osages, Kaws, Paw- 
nees, Poncas, Nez Pereés, Otoes, and Missourias on a part. The Chero- 


kee legislature passed an act authorizing a delegation to arrange for an | 


adjustment, as follows: 


« * * The said delegation are hereby instructed and empowered to agree 
to and receive for said lands, upon which friendly Indians have already been 
jocated, what will be a fair and equitable price for such lands, and not less than 
$1.25 per acre. 

Be it further enacted, That on the payment of such sum as agreed upon by 


the said delegation and the United States to the treasury of the Cherokee Na- | 


tion as other moneys are paid, the said delegation shall, in the name of the Cher- 
okee Nation, execute a deed of conveyance or relinquishment of such tracts to 
the United States in trust for the benefit of the Indians occupying and located 
upon such lands. * Suear 


The land so settled by these friendly Indians amounted to 551,732 
acres. The Indians were never consulted as to the price, and in this 
respect the treaty was ignored from the outset. They declined con- 
veying these lands to the Government, and it could not convey the 
same in fee simple to these friendly Indians, as it had stipulated in 
the treaty. ‘The Cherokees retained the right of possession and juris- 
diction over the country. On July 31, 1876 (19 Stat., 120), Congress 
provided for a commission to appraise all the Cherokee lands. This 
was again a flagrant violation of the letter as well as spirit of the treaty. 
The treaty only provided for appraising such lands as friendly Indians 
settled. ‘They were allowed no voice in the appraisement, nor was any 

vision made for submitting to a fixed price by the President.in case 
the Cherokees remonstrated against the valuation. The Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs instructed the appraisers who were appointed, as fol- 
lows: 

In determining the valuation per acre of these lands, you will take into con- 
sideration the fact that these are lands for Indie: occupancy and settlement 
only, and, consequently, less valuable than lands 0},en to white settlement. 

In their report, dated August 22, 1877, they say: 

In valuing these lands, it is our impression that the chief difficulty consists in 
determining the amount of allowance which ought to be made in view of ‘‘ the 
fact that these lands are for Indian occupancy and settlement only, and conse- 
quently less valuable than lands open to white settlement.’’ We have devoted 
ourattention carefully to the consideration of this subject. Our conclusion is 
that, in view of this restriction placed upon their use, these lands are worth 
about one-half as much as they would be if open to settlement by white people. 
As far as made our appraisal is, in our judgment, in conformity with that 
opinion, 

The price fixed was 47.49 cents per acre, except the lands taken for 
the Pawnees, amounting to 230,014 acres, which they fixed at 70 cents 
per acres. 

The Cherokees complained that their best lands were now selected 
for these friendly Indians and valued no higher than their western 
lands which are far more inferior. The eastern portion, being more fer- 
tile and favored with much more moisture, is well adapted for farm- 
ing, while the western portion is more arid and only fit for grazing, 
and hence may remain many years unoccupied and not paid for. The 
Indians then claimed $1.25 per acre for their lands so taken and occu- 
pied. 
Secretary Kirkwood, in his letter to the President, of February 28, 
1883, on this matter, says: 

Ithink that in this matter the Cherokees have some cause to complain that 
they have not been fairly dealt by. 

Secretary Teller, in his letter to the Senate Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, of January 31, 1883, says: 

I do not think it is fair or just forthe United States to select the most valuable 


tract of these lands and pay for them at the rate fixed by the President as the 
price per acre for the whole tract. 


On March 3, 1883, Congress provided for payment of $300,000 to the 
Cherokees on condition that conveyances be made in trust for the ben- 
efit of the Pawnees, Poncas, Otoes, and Missourias and Osages, and 
patents were made to the United States in trust for each of these tribes. 
With appropriation made in 1880 of $300,000, and $48,389.46 in 1881, 
ostensibly for the Poncas, and $300,000 on March 3, 1883, above re- 


ferred to, making $648,389.46, the Cherokees applied to the credit of 


the $689,665.55 due from the Government (at $1.25 per acre) on the 
551,732.44 acres, on which friendly Indians have been settled. 

The first $300,000 was paid on the unequal and illegal appraisement 
of the commission, made in 1877, the appropriation being in 1880; and 
the second $300,000 being paid in March, 1883, after the recommenda- 
tions of both Secretary Kirkwood and Secretary Teller that a better 
price should be paid. It is claimed by some that the second $300,000 
was & payment on the remaining unoccupied lands of the Cherokee 
strip, and it is reasoned that therefore these lands being thus paid for 
are now subject to control by the Government for oceupancy or for pur- 
poses of Territorial government. A sufficient answer to this would be 
that the 
the unoceupied tracts. In the letter referred to of Seeretary Teller he 
says, in alluding to the proposed last $300,000, that “‘it is not an un- 
reasonable one, as the sums already paid to the Cherokee nation, with 
this proposed appropriation added, are not believed to be in excess of 
the value of the lands upon which friendly Indians have already been 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The gentleman understands of course that 


treaty does not authorize the sale nor appraisement of any of 
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this bill does not propose to include the Cherokee strip within this Ter- 
ritory without the assent of the Cherokees; and even if they assent it 
is proposed to pay them for the land at the rate of $1.25 per acre. 

Mr. HERMANN I willsay to the gentleman that this argument is 
made in reply to the gentleman from Iowa [ Mr. STRUBLE] who has 
spoken so very ably this evening of our treaty stipulations in reference 
to the Cherokee land strip, and yet arguing that the Cherokees had 
more than their right. 1am endeavoring to show that these Cherokee 
lands are hedged about by these treaties and honorable stipulations 
which it is impossible to avoid without just and proper negotiation with 
the Indians. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Of course the gentleman did not understand me to 
say that the Government should disregard in the least any existing 
treaty stipulation or disregard the present status of that title. ITargued 
these equities lying at the foundation of the cession, showing that the 
Indians had more than they ought to have. Yet we recognize by the 
bill that the commission shall treat with them as owning both the en 
tire equity and the fee of the land. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. 
acre. 

Mr. HERMANN. I feel satisfied that the honorable gentleman from 
Iowa would not be a party to anything bearing on its face a tincture of 
dishonor. 

To all the unoccupied Cherokee landsthat tribe retains the absolute 
title by patent and as valid as that of any private ownership. ‘The 
title being still in the Cherokees it can only be divested by a compliance 
with the treaty or a voluntaryagreement on their part. This has been 
definitely decided by the Supreme Court of the United Statesin Holden 
vs. Joy (17 Wallace, page 211). 

The Secretary of the Interior, in his letter to the United States Sen- 
ate January 3, 1883, says: 

The Cherokees have a fee-simple title to their lands, and they do not recognize 


the right of the Department to interfere in the management of their affairs with 
reference thereto. 


And we propose to pay them $1.25 an 


This should also be a sufficient answer as to our right to annul and 
prohibit the Cherokee leases. 

I think I have now clearly established that the only district which 
can at present epjoy the honors proposed by the pending bill is the un- 
inhabited Public Land strip, or, as it is more appropriately known, 
‘“*No Man’s Land.’’ This beeomes a Territory regardless of Indian 
assent as to remainder. All the rest must be subject to the assent of 
the Indians. Now, should this Congress deliberately establish a Ter- 
ritorial organization, with its costly machinery, its governor, and other 
officers, over a district not much larger than a county and without in- 
habitants? A governor and no one to govern! The play of Hamlet 
with Hamlet lett out! No; let us rather await the two prime condi- 
tions for any Territory—the area and the people. Let us await a just 
and honorable abrogation of the treaty contract with the present occu 
pants. 

We have beheld the Indian sullenly retreating before the car of prog 
ress, pausing ever and anon to dispute for a resting-place. Butt ashort 
time since the East was driving him to the West, but now the West is 
turning him backward again. He is between two hostile forces. For 
merly he was encouraged by the policy of our civilization to ‘‘ go 
West.’’ The game was abundant, the buffalo, the elk, deer, bear, and 
beaver roaming undisturbed where now exist large cities, fruitful or- 
chards, and waving fields of grain. Thetreatiesoiten stipulated, asin 
that made by General Jackson with the Cherokees, ‘* that the United 
States shall give to all the poor warriors who may remove to the west 
ern side of the Mississippi River one rifle-gun and ammunition, one 
blanket, and one brass kettle, or in lieu of the brass kettle a beaver- 
trap.’’? These are no longerof much use, and now we supply him with 
the plow, the ax, and the hoe. Times have changed and with them 
conditions. The Indian hero of Cooper has passed away. Deerslayer, 
Leatherstocking, and the Last of the Mohicans all gone! Wherever 
he gazes he beholds the scriptural injunction that man should eat his 
bread in,the sweatof his brow. He at last realizes that he is to be no 
exception. 

This truth is also realized by ourown Government. A different policy 
must soon prevail. The Indian must exist by his own industrial pur- 
suit. He must take his land in severalty, cultivate and improve it. He 
must become directly amenable to the law, and answer for its violation 
just as any white man does now. By our system of reservation and 
training schools and the industrial experience now offered the present 
generation of Indians will soon be enabled to cast off the lines of their 
present wardship and enter suecessfully on the new era. 

We have but to be patient a brief time. With many the period has 
already arrived, and in some instances reservations should be disbanded, 
in others they should be contracted and the lands restored to the publie 
domain for settlement by those seeking homes. The bead and the 
blanket, the tattoo and the wigwam, annuities and inexcusable idleness 
should all disappear and give place to the newer and better order of 
things. But whatever we do let it be done with deliberation, with wis- 
dom, prudence, and justice. We are in this duty as the guardian is to 
the ward. Inflexible good faith is required and should be demanded. 

We are a great and powerful nation, we possess a high order of civil- 
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ization, we are a magnanimous people, and just, as well as merciful, and | James H. Lord and others, for a tax on oleomargarine—to the ( 
we can not suffer the reproach of a broken faith and a dishonored cove- | mittee on Agriculture. 
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nant with a dependent people. We owe it to ourselves, we owe it to Also, petition of James O. Bradbury and others, that a pensioy, 

our posterity that our nation’s honor ehould be preserved inviolate with granted to George Henderson—to the Committee on Invalid Pen 

the weak as well as the strong. By Mr. PERKINS: Petition of N. M. Miller and 70 others, citizey< ,- 
Mr. HILL. I move that the committee rise. | Mound Valley, Kans., and members of the Grand Army of the [epy),. 
rhe motion was agreed to. | lic, asking for the passage of Senate bill 1886, relating to pencio; 


sumed the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CULBERSON reported that By Mr. RIGGS: Petition of G. E. Fletcher, for taxation of ol; 

the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, having | garine—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

had under consideration the bill (H. R. 7217) to provide for the or- Also, petition of E. E. B. Sawyer and others, of Camp Point 
ganization of the Territory of Oklahoma, and for other purposes, had | for pension legislation—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

come to no resolution thereon. sy Mr. ROCKWELL: Petition of H. H. Wellington and others. ,; 

And then, on motion of Mr. Hit (at 10 o’clock and 30 minutes p. | Adams and Pittsfield, Mass., praying for the immediate passaye of 4 
m.), the House adjourned. bill for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on (0}; 
age, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. ST. MARTIN: Petition of Louisa Loeb and others, | of 
Mary Heine, asking that their war claim be referred to the Court , 
Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SKINNER: Papers relating to the claim of Israel S. [)a\ 
of Micajah Hardesty, of Mary and Frances Morton and Martha Ovles})y. 
of David W. Morton, of Joseph R. Franklin, and of Jacob Utley, o; 
Carteret County; of Thomas D. Harris and of James C. Ballance, 0; 
Hyde County; of Josiah L. Bell, of Newport; of A. O. Dey, admi, 
istrator of J. 8. Dey, of Currituck County; of Joseph J. Jordan, of 
Hertford County; of James H. Hyatt, of Perquimans County: ani 
William Parker, of Harnett County, North Carolina—to the saine , 
mittee. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Petition of citizens of Buffalo, Il., for tho pas. 
sage of Senate bill 1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pension; 

By Mr. STORM: Petition of Trades Assembly of Western [’ennsy)- 
vania, against taxing oleomargarine—to the Committeeon Agriculture. 

By Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR: Resolutions of the Merchants’ Exchange, 
of Memphis, Tenn., asking for the amendment of section 525% of the 
Revised Statutes—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions of the Cotton Exchange, of Memphis, Tenn, and 
the Merchants’ Exchange and citizens, in regard to the construction o: 
a bridge over the Mississippi River at Memphis, Tenn.—to the Con 
mittee on Commerce. 

sy Mr. TILLMAN: Papers relating to the claim of Rivanah Lipsey, 
of Barnwell County, South Carolina—to the Committeeon War ( jaims. 

By Mr. WHEELER: Petition of John Lawlor, asking that his wa 
claim and all papers connected therewith be referred to the Court o! 
Claims—to the same committee. 

By Mr. A. C. WHITE: Petition of members of John Foster Post, No 
403, Department of Pennsylvania, Grand Army of the Republic, for th 
passage of Senate bill for relief of soldiers—to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

Also, petition of soldiers of Jefferson County, Pennsylvania, tor t! 

of Senate bill 1886—-to the same committee. 

By Mr. MILO WHITE: Petition of citizens of Minnesota, in !avor: 
arrears of pensions—to the same committee. 

The following petitions, praying Congress for the enactment of alaw 
requiring scientific temperance instruction in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia, in the Territories, and in the Military and Naval 
Academies, the Indian and colored schools supported wholly or in part 
by money from the national Treasury, were presented, aud severally 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. HOLMES: Of citizens of Webster County, Iowa. 


The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. WELLBORN having re- the same committee. 
; 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAYNE: Petition of Edward Schendel, late of Company B, 
Ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Reserve Corps, for arrears of pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

ty Mr. BEACH: Petition of members of Waterbury Post, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Wurtsborough, N. Y., in favor of the Senate 
bill to pension disabled soldiers—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BOUTELLE: Memorial of members of Hampden Grange, 
No. 270, Patronsof Husbandry, of Hampden, Me., in favor of the bill 
taxing the sale of imitation butter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. BRUMM: Petition of Fred. Linkenhoof and 49 others; of 
John Dougherty and 46 others; of Samuel Major and 65 others; of 
Thomas McAvery and 50 others; of John Roe and 25 others, and of 
Joshua Richards and 26 others, asking for the passage of the pension 
bill as recommended by the pension committee of the Grand Army of 
the Republic—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BURLEIGH: Petition of a number of citizens of Putnam, 
N. Y., praying Congress to impose a revenue tax on all forms of adult- 
erated butter of not less than 10 cents a pound—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. BUTTERWORTH: Petition of Joseph F. Larkin and others, 
praying for the redemption of the trade-dollar—to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

Also, memorial of R. W. Wise and others, of Cincinnati, Ohio, pro- 
testing against the obstructing the navigation of the Ohio River—to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. J. E. CAMPBELL: Petition of T. F. Lucas, John O. Hum- 
phrey, and others, citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, asking for better legal 
protection of young girls in the District of Columbia—to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. J. M. CAMPBELL: Petition of Harrison Post, No. 231, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Pennsylvania, asking the passage of Senate 
bill 1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COLLINS: Petition of Thomas F. Leahy, for an invalid pen- 
sion—to the same committee. 

By Mr. COMPTON: Petition of F. R. Veitch, Lizzie V. Boyle, and 
others, heirs of John Veitch, of Prince George County, Maryland, ask- 
ing that their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GEDDES: Petition of J. N. Mitchell and 42 others, members 
of Plymouth Post, No. 431,Grand Army of the Republic, Department 
of Ohio, for the passage of Senate bill 1886—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. GIFFORD: Petition of citizens of Dakota, praying for the 
division of the Territory upon the seventh-standard parallel—to the 
Committee on Territories. 

By Mr. HARRIS: Papers relating to the claim of Josiah Chambers, 
of Carroll County, Georgia—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HAYNES: Petition of Mary Jane Magoon, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, evidence to support bill granting an increase of pension to 
Stephen D. Smith—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HEWITT: Petition of Charles A. Kron, late of Company I, 
Seventh United States Cavalry, for relief—to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

By Mr. HOLMES: Petition of John Donebar and 23 others, citizens 
of Story County, Iowa, praying for the passage of the bill taxing all 
imitations of butter—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. LAWLER: Resolution of officers of Assembly No. 3710, 
Knights of Labor, of Danville, -Ill., protesting against the crushing 
out of a legitimate industry of the country by the passage of the bill 
putting an internal-revenue tax upon oleomargarine—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. McCREARY: Papers relating to the claim of Pearce Noland, 
of Shelby County, Kentucky, and of John H. McGaughey, of Warren 
County, Mississippi—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MILLIKEN: Petition of J. F. Coffin and others, and of 
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SENATE. 
FRIDAY, June 4, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. ButLer, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the petitions of Amos M. ‘Thayer, jadge 
of the circuit court of Saint Louis, Mo.; of Austin Adams, judge of 
the supreme court of Iowa; of L. E. Wales; United States judge, and 
J. C. Patterson, United States district attorney, of Delaware; of F. 
M. Bartlett, United States district attorney, and George B. Lake, late 
chief-justice of Nebraska; of M. I. Townsend, United States district 
attorney of Northern New York; of George F. Danforth, of New \ ork; 
of R. 8. Tuthill, United States attorney of Southern Llinois; of Mou!- 
ton, Johnson & Ryan, and of Samuel F. Miller, a judge of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, all praying for a code of procedure. ll 
these petitions are identical in form and in print, and are being circu 
jated by somebody who evidently takes a deep interest in the subject. 

I move that they be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Lalsopresent a petition of 48 citizensof Barre, \t.. 
praying for the ameeeaice of a revenue tax on spurious butter; also 4 
petition of Albert McClellan and 55 other citizens of Cambridge, Vt-, 
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praying for similar legislation; also a petition of S. M. Safford and 56 
other citizens of Cambridge, Vt., praying for the same legislation. I | 
move the reference of the petitions tothe Committee on Agriculture and | 


Forestry. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM. | I present a telegram, in the nature of a memorial, 
and which is quite lengthy, from Nathan Bennett, president of the 


Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers, of Joliet, [ll., | 


remonstrating against the passage of the proposed legislation in relation 
to oleomargarine. I move the reference of the memorial to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVARTS presented the petition of Elizabeth B. Voorhies, M. B. 
Binninger, and 57 other citizens of New York, praying for legislation 
providing better protection to young girls in the District of Columbia; 
which was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MCPHERSON presented the petition of J. R. Haskell, of New 
York city, praying for an investigation in regard to the failure to carry 
out the clause in the fortification act of March 3, 1885, making an ap- 
propriation for the purchase or manufacture of a multicharge gun and 
casting the same, &c. ; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 


whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5509) for the relief of Saint Patrick’s 
church in the city of Washington, D. C., reported it without amend- 
ment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. SPOONER, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 1882) to repeal parts of an act relating 
to tax on the business of real-estate agents in the District of Columbia, 
approved June 20, 1872, reported it with amendments. : 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 5862) providing for the establishment of certain 
light-houses, reported it with amendments. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 7627) providing for the construction of a light-house supply 
steamer for the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, and for other puposes, re- 
ported it with amendments. 


INDIAN TERRITORY INVESTIGATION. 


Mr. DAWES, The Committee on Indian Affairs were instructed on 
the 11th of June, 1884, the 3d of December, 1884, and in February, 
1885, to pursue certain investigations recited in the resolutions of those 
dates here in Washington, and also in the Indian Territory. They 
have attended to that duty, have taken alarge amount of testimony, 
and a report has been prepared covering the matters investigated at 
that time. 

This report was prepared by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Mor- 
GAN], a member of the committee who is necessarily absent from the 
Senate. I ask unanimous consent to make the report in his name and 
that the report and the evidence and the accompanying documents may 
be printed. 

I wish to say also that another branch of the investigation ordered 
by the Senate in Dakota and Montana Territories was pursued by a 
subcommittee, of which the Senator from Indiana [Mr. HARRISON] 
was chairman, and that at a subsequent time he will make report as 
to that; but the report I now submit can be made in the name of the 
Senator from Alabama, and I should like to have it printed with the 
accompanying evidence. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Massachusetts, in 
behalf of the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan], makes a report, 
which will be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 2597) granting a pension to 
Joseph E. Kiel; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companyi referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLAIR introduced a bill (S. 2598) granting a pension to James 
Noyes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS introduced a bill (S. 2599) granting a pension to 
Emily C. Stannard; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr, CULLOM submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOAR submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the civil appropriation bill; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library, and ordered to be printed. 


SUSPENSION OF PUBLIC-LAND LAWS. 


Mr. INGALLS submitted the following resolution; which was read: 


That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, directed to in- 
form the whether the Commissioner of the General Land Office has, with 
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| the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, issued a ving 
words 
i * Cirenla 
“DEPARTMENT OF TI INTERIOR, GE Lanp O 
Wa D.C., J S 
| ** To registers and receivers United Slates land offices 
| ‘GENTLEMEN: The repeal of the ‘ pre-emption, tur lture I sert- 
land’ laws being now the subject of consideration by Congress,all a itions 
to enter lands under said laws are hereby suspended from and after this date un- 
til the Ist day of August, 1886,and you are hereby directed to receive no filings 
or new applications for entry under said laws during i time 
WM. A. J. SPARKS, ( 
| “ Approved 
L. Q. C. LAMAR, & wry.” 
And if such circular has been issued,to inform the Senate by what act it is 
| claimed that Congress has delegated to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, or to the Secretary of the Interior, or to those officers acting jointly, the 
power tosuspend by executive order the operation throughout the United States 
of the pre-emption, the timber-culture, and the desert-land acts, and to deny 


to citizens of the United States their rights under said statutes, 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there is no objec tion to the pres 
ent consideration of the resolution the question is on its adoption. 

Mr. BECK. 








I should like to have it lie over until to-morrow morn- 

ing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution liesover unde the 
rule, objection being made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate proces d to the con 
tion of Order of Business 869, being the Chinese indemnity bill 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 


OO 


em 


Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (8S. ) to indemnify cer- 
tain subjects of the Chinese Empire for losses sustained by the vi 
of a mob at Rock Springs, in the Territory of Wyoming, 
1885. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Upon this bill the 
souri [Mr. CocKRELL] has the floor. 

Mr. ALLISON. As the Senator froth Missouri seems to be absent, 
I ask the Senator from Vermont to yield to me that I may move to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the consular and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. I do not think it will take a great while to dispose of the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that we should save a great deal of time 
in all these matters by sticking to one thing until it is done. 

Mr. ALLISON. So I agree. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But we have always understood that the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations when they were ready should have the right 
to go ahead, and I can not refuse it. I hope my friend will allow the 
pending bill to be laid aside informally. ' 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask that it be laid aside informally. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Pending the consideration of the 
Chinese indemnity bill, the Senator from Iowa [ Mr. ALLISON] asks that 
it be laid aside informally with a view to proceed to the consideration 
of an appropriation bill. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator from Iowa yield to me for the pur- 
pose of an inquiry? 

Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have been informed that while I was absent from 
the Senate yesterday some understanding was reached in regard to the 
Calendar, and it was understood that on Monday and Tuesday we would 
devote ourselves to the cases on the Calendar. I should be glad to be 
informed if that is true. I have been trying to get the consideration 
of a bill for a week, and we have been going on in a sort of hop, skip, 
and jump style, it seems to me, of transacting the public business. I 
should be very glad indeed to have some time to consider the matter 
and to get it off my hands. Therefore, I shall be glad to inquire if 
there was any agreement to that effect. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It wasstated yesterday after the doors were closed, 
after conference on both sides of the Chamber, and it was hoped every- 
body would agree (I do not say that there was unanimous consent that 
it should be done, but there was no objection), that Monday and Tues- 
day we would give to the consideration of the Calendar, under the 
principles of Rule VIII, not taking up the large subjects but going on 
with the minor affairs like the one I know my friend from South Car- 
olina wishes to get up. 

Mr. BUTLER. The bill that I wishto ask the consideration of will 
of course lead to some debate; the Senator from Maine {Mr. HALE] I 
believe antagonizes it; but it isa matter of very considerable conse- 
quence and I should like to have it considered. 

Mr. DAWES. Under the rule, if anybody objects 
move to proceed to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator will be entitled on Monday under 
that understanding to move the bill out of its order on the Calendar 
if the Senator wishes to tuke it up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It was understood that to-morrow 
the pension bills on the Calendar should be disposed of. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 
I move that the President of the Senate be empow- 


ence 


in Se pte ber, 


Senator from Mis- 


the Senator can 


Mr. INGALLS. 
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ered (o fill the vacancy upon the Committee on the District of Colum- | ties, without a human being to write a letter or a dispatch or act as j,i, 


bia « 
RIDDLEBERGER |. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Kansas? TheChair heagsnone. The Chairappoints 
the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Cuacz] to fill that vacancy. 

DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (H. R. 6392) making appropriations for the diplomatic and con- 
sular service of theGovernment for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1887, 
and for other purposes. 


wcasioned by the resignation of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. | clerk. 


| 


j 


| resentative to an important country, where he has important duti, 


The bill was reported from the Committee on Appropriations with | 


amendments. 

Mr. ALLISON. Although there appears to be a great number of 
amendments to the bill, I will state to Senators that a large number of 
the amendments are mere amendments of form. The Committee on 
Appropriations thought it wise to conform the bill to the usual phrase- 
ology hitherto adopted in these bills. I therefore ask that the formal 
reading of the bill may be dispensed with, and that the amendments of 
the committee may be considered as the reading progresses. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the formal 
reading will be dispensed with. The Chair hears no objection, and that 
order will be made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
priation bills. 

Mr. ALLISON. The usual course. 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

The first amendment reported by the Committee on Appropriations 
was, in line 4, after the word “‘ appropriated,’’ to insert *‘ in full com- 
pensation ;’’ so as to read: 

That the following sums be, and they are hereby, severally appropriated in 
full compensation for the diplomatic and consular service of the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1887, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
for the objects hereinafter expressed, namely : 

Mr. ALLISON. The committee recommend the insertion of these 
words because of a decision which was recently made by the Supreme 
Court, holding that unless the words are inserted in these bills the statu- 
tory compensation must be paid. I think there are perhaps half a dozen 
instances in the bill where the appropriation is less than the salary pro- 
vided by the Revised Statutes, and these words were inserted for that 
reason. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Chief Clerk resumed the reading of the bili, and, after proceed- 
ing, read lines 34 and 35, in the following words: 

Minister resident and consul-general in the Argentine Republic, $7,500. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I should like to ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations who has the bill in charge a question in con- 
nection with the last clause that has been read. 

I notice that there is an envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary to Turkey. I notice that there isa minister resident and con- 
sul-general to the Argentine Republic. So far as business relations are 
concerned they are as 10 to 1 on the part of this country with the 
Argentine Republic to those which we entertain with the Sultan of 
Turkey and his government. The Argentine Republic send to us an 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary. That is his title. 
We return the compliment with that great country, whose trade is of 
immense importance to us, by sending an official of inferior rank. 

1 offered an amendment (what consideration it has had by the com- 
mittee I know not, but I offered it at the proper time) to send to that 
country & representative of the same rank that they send to us, not nec- 
essarily increasing the pay; but title isa good deal between governments 
and the representatives of governments. 

I know no reason why the American representative should not bear 
as high rank in the diplomatic world at the Argentine Republic as the 
representative of that government does here with us. The trade of this 
country with the Argentine Republic and other South American coun- 
tries is a great and growing one, one of vast and of increasing impor- 
tance to this country, and the policy which will control my mind is to 
cultivate relations with those countries. 

I used the Government of Turkey as an illustration. I do not de- 
sire, of course, to reduce the rank of the minister to Turkey, but I 
repeat the query to the Senator having charge of the bill, if it is proper 
and necessary to. have an envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary to Turkey why should not the same rank be given to a mis- 
sion of much greater importance than that to Constantinople? 

I observed a moment ago that I offered an amendment giving the 
American representative there the rank which the representative of 
the Argentine Republic bears here. I think comity, national courtesy, 
propriety, fraternity require this tobe done. I didnot in that amend- 
ment contemplate any increase of the pay of the representative, but I 
did in that connection also offer an amendment providing that the 
American representative should have a secretary. 

It sounds extremely strange te my ears and is a peculiar fact to my 
mind that we send a representative toa government of that 
without a clerk, a secretary, or a human being to assist him in his du- 


The Senator proposes the usual course with appro- 


We provide clerks for ourselves here, we provide clerks for oy; 
committees, and Senators who are not chairmen of committees duri:, 
the session have clerks for themselves personally. I voted for it ang 
I believe in it, because the more assistance we have the better work yw. 
can do for these who send us here. While we are doing this, I am at , 
loss to know how a Senator can justify thesending of an American; 


Ww 


transact, without a clerk, a secretary, a scribe, or the slightest 
ance. 

I could, if I had known this bill was coming up, have furnished x 
statistics as to the trade with that country. It would be gratifying to 
me todoso. Itis gratifying to me to know the immense South Aino; 
ican trade we have, and I think that we should be building up and 


Ss 


me 


caring for the rank and importance of our missions down there iy coy 
nection with the prosperity of this country in fostering our r¢lat 
and the trade and commerce which naturally belong to us. 

I repeat I offered these amendments; and I do not know whit je. 
came of them. I throw out these observations to be instructed rather 
than to instruct anybody. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, the Committee on Appropriations 
considered all the amendments proposed by the Senator from Indiang 
There were, I think, three other, certainly two other, suggestions for 
advance in the rank of diplomatic officers, but the committee did not 
believe that it was wise to increase the rank ofany of them, inasmuch as 
the rank that they now hold has been held for many years. It is true 
that last year, under peculiar circumstances, the rank of minister to 
Turkey was increased and the compensation also increased. The Honse 
of Representatives having considered this question, and having failed 
to increase rank, our committee did not feel anthorized to increase the 
rank of this minister, especially as if that were done it would require 
similar action with reference to two or three other missions. 

Now, as to the clerk suggested by the Senator from Indiana, | have 
no doubt that it would be a great convenience to our minister at the 
Argentine Republic to have a clerk, and it certainly would be a great 
convenience to all these officers; bat if we give one of them « clerk wo 
must give clerks to all, and for many years they have been ena!led to 
get on without this additional service and the committee did not (ce! 
at this time that it could reasonably suggest a large increase, or any « 
siderable increase in the appropriations for this purpose. Therefore tle 
amendments, although considered carefully by the committec, were 
not acted u favorably. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to state that an amendment of the kind 
referred to by the Senator from Indiana wassent to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, where properly such a matter should be considered 
as it is not a matter of appropriation. It is a matter of the dignit) 
and propriety and arrangement ofall these places. And the Commi! 
tee on Foreign Relations, I think I am justified in saying without vio 
lating any propriety in regard to committees, thought it right before it 
took any action either way to get the judgment of the President o! 
United States, through the Secretary of State, but practically of « 
the judgment of the State Department, as to the necessity of this and 
half a dozen other analogous things; and we have accordingly sent to 
the Secretary of State for information which has not yet been receive! 

I submit to my friend from Indiana whether it would be wise and 
right to undertake to change these orderly arrangements in respect of 
grade, &c., without having the opinions—not that we are to be bound 
by them—the views of the Executive through his Secretary of Sat: 

I suggest therefore to let this bill go as it is now and on a separate 
bill, or next year we can adjust it if we do not get the information !- 
fore it is too late this year. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reading of the bill will pro- 
ceed. There is no amendment pending. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to make a remark, though I make no 10 
tion. I find in regard to this and some other cases these items in the 
bill: 

Minister resident and consal-general in the Argentine Republic, $7,500. _ 

Ministers resident and consuls-general in Liberia,Switzeriand, Denmark, ort 
ugal, Siam, Persia, Corea, Hayti, and Bolivia, at $5,000 each. 

There are added in many instances to the duties of a minister the 
duties of consul-general, and he is the only consul-general in the par- 
ticular republic or government referred to. In all cases where there 
are consuls-general alone, not having the duties of ministers to perior, 
there are clerks provided for. I call the attention of the gentleman 
having charge of this bill, the Senator from Iowa, to this. I say that 
in several places where there are ministers resident and consu!s-g¢!)- 
eral, as in the Argentine Republic, Liberia, Switzerland, Denmark, 
Portugal, Siam, Persia, Corea, Hayti, and Bolivia, in addition to te 
duties of minister they are made consu!s-general in those countrics. 
There are consuls-general and consuls independent of ministers in many 
other places. To all consuls-general who have no duties as minister to 
perform there are clerks assigned at varyingsalaries. I can not undcr- 
stand exactly why when there are added to the duties of the minister 
resident the duties of consul-general for a whole nation, a republic 07 
whatever the government may be, the latter duties being often the 
most important, there should not be a clerk at least provided for the 
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combined offices. There is nosecretary, no clerk, no interpreter, noth- 


hy 


ing of the kind, where the donble duties of minister and consul-gen- | tion might be sent with profit as the reports of consuls stating the de- 
g : 


eral are imposed upon one man; and yet I find in this bill clerks are 
provided for many small consulates: 

For allowance for clerks at consulates, $50,320, the sum to b’ all 
consulate not to exceed the rate herein speciticd, as follows 

Consul at Liverpool, $2,000. ‘ 

Consul-general at Havana, $1,600. 

Honsul-general at Shanghai, $1,200. 

Consuls-general at London, Paris, and Rio de Janeiro, at $1,600 cach, $4,800. 


Mr. BUTLER. From what page of the bill does the Senator read ? 
Mr. CONGER. From page 23. 


owed at each 
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Consuls-general at Berlin, Frankfort, Vienna, Montreal,and Kanagawa, and | 
consuls at Hamburg, Bremen, Manchester, Lyons, Hong-Kong, Havre, Crefeld, 


gad Chemnitz, at $1,200 each, $15,600. 


Now, the idea that the little interior town of Chemnitz, where the 
consul heretofore has received a salary of $1,500, increased here to 
2.000, should have a clerk to that consul with a salary of $1,200, and 
no secretary or clerk to ministers resident and consuls-general where 
they are the only consul-general in the kingdom or republic or what- 
ever it may be, I can not understand. 

Consuls at Bradford, Birmingham, and Marseilles, at $960 each, $2,839. 

Co! neral at Calcutta, Portau Prince,and Melbourne, and consuls at 
Leipsic, Sheffield, Sonneberg, Dresden, Antwerp, Nuremburg, Tunstall, Bor- 
deaux, Colon, Singapore, Glasgow, and Panama, at $800 each, $12,000. 

Consuls at Belfast, Barmen, Leith, Dundee, and Victoria, and the consuls-gen- 
eral at Matamoras and Halifax, at $640 each, $4,480. 

Consul ral at Mexico and Berne, and consuls at Malaga, Naples, Genoa, 
Stuttgart, Florence, Mannheim— 

Little towns away up in the mountains of Germany, far removed 
from any seaport or any particular commercial relations— 

Prague, Zurich, Beirut, and Demerara, at $480 each, $5,760, 

There must be some inconsistency in this arrangement of clerks to 
consuls. 

Mr. VOORHEES. From what page is the Senator reading? 

Mr. CONGER. I am reading now from page 24. Pages 23 and 24 
provide for consular clerks. There must be some inconsistency in al- 
lowing clerks to the consuls at these little places named in this bill at 
twelve hundred and fifteen hundred dollars when the salary of the con- 
sul is $2,000, and atlowing no secretary or clerk and no provision for 
expenses to ministers resident and consuls-general where they have to 
perform the duties of consul-general in some of these nations where we 
are trying to-day, as the Senator from Indiana remarked, to introduce 
new commercial relations, and where the duties of the consul-general 
comprise a whole country. 

I do not make any motion in regard to this matter. Heretofore there 
has been a round sum appropriated to provide clerks somewhat in the 
discretion of the Secretary of State for the different consulates, without 
naming all of them. I suppose the committee desired to name the 
places where clerks should be allowed and their salaries, which is very 
well, and in that arrangement undoubtedly did not have their atten- 
tion called to the fact that many of the places whereconsular clerks are 
authorized by this bill are of very slight importance, little interior 
places in the mountains and in the valleys of Germany, some of them, 
and other places where is no seaport to make commercial relations. 

I make no criticism upon it, but I call the attention of the gentle- 
man in charge of the bill to the fact that there is some inconsistency 
in the bill, and I think, considering the desire that all have to extend 
commercial relations especially in the South American republics, that 
where there is a minister and consul-general there should be some pro- 
vision for aid and assistance in the complicated duties which the con- 
sul-general (no matter what the duties of the minister may be) ought 
to perform in the making of reports and in gathering information. 
Here are several countries where the consul-general is also minister 
resident, having the duplicate duties to perform, and he has no clerk 
or assistant, It is very important if we desire to extend trade with 
those countries and even to have reports showing what avenues of trade 
may be opened to our people, what kind of commerce and exchange 
may be established there, that these consuls-general, to say nothing of 
the ministers, should have some assistance in making the inquiries 
and in the correspondence, and in preparing reports for the benefit of 
American manufacturers and merchants and people. 

Some years ago I called the attention of the then Secretary of State 
and especially the then Assistant Secretary of State, Mr. Seward, to the 
jact that I was receiving letters frequently from constituents of mine 
making inquiries in regard to the commerce, and the manufactures, and 
the chances for sale of products of different kinds raised in the State of 
Michigan, and I think the letters which I received at that time and 
theinquiries which I brought tothe attention of the State Department 
had some effect, and I myself had the pleasure of joining somewhat in 
preparing that noted circular which was sent abroad to all the consuls 
of the United States to make the reports which have been made from 
that time te this and which have been very valuable to the producers 
and manufacturers of the United States in enabling them to see at a 
glance in these reports to what countries of the earth their products 
might possibly be sent with advantage. I think no other source has 
imcreased so much the knowledge of our own manufacturers and pro- 
ducers in the United States as to the wants of different peoples of the 


world and the places where their particular manufacture and produc- 


mands 





for different productions and for different manufactures, the 
prices, the places to which they might be sent. These reporis have 
conveyed that kind of general-information which ea ising 
business man could look over and see where he might b the 
particular line of industry in which he was engaged to: sclf 
of that information and enter into correspondence more de re- 
gard to sales and markets for his produ 

I think I am safe in saying that in the regions of the world less known 
than those with which we have heretofore had constant con | in- 
tercourse the amount of sales and marketing of our prod roth of 
manufacture and from the soil of all kinds have been mo ibled 
within the last six or seven years by reason of the informati« Lined 
in the consular reports which are summarized and condensed monthly 
and spread abroad from the State Department through members of Con- 
gress and through the Department itself to the people in the several 


States. I know myself of many instance 
been found for manufactures 
terior State. 

I speak of these things because I think there was an evident over- 
sight by the committee in providing for ministers resident and consuls- 
general where there is no other consul-general in the country to which 
they are sent, without some means to write and correspond and travel 
perhaps by their clerks or by other assistants in some way to find out 
what markets may be opened to our people. The great object of our 
people to-day is to find where the markets of the world may be secured 
for our productions, and I venture to say that our commercial agents 
can be no better employed than in looking up such matters. I may 
say in this connection that I do not think it advisable, I do not think 
it is wise to connect a minister with diplomatic relations, where one is 
necessary, With the merely and purely commercial relations, the busi- 
ness relations of a consul-general. To some extent they are incom- 
patible; to some extent they infringe upon each other. The minister 
has to sustain peculiar diplomatic relations to the government to which 
he is sent, and it may be a delicate duty to be inquiring in regard to 
markets and productions and rivalries. It may bring him as a minis- 
ter in wrong relations with the government, while as consul-general hav- 
ing his associations and his inquiries with the manufacturing, the pro- 
ducing, and purchasing people of that country, the consul-general would 
have duties to perform very important, more important than all these 
ministerial relations in almost every country on the globe with our 
people. 

Why they are put together, why duties which are sometimes run- 
ning in contradictory lines, the diplomatic and the commercial rela- 
tions, should be united in one person, I have never been able to wnder- 
stand. I donot believe it isa wise arrangement. I could wish that the 
committee might have examined that subject and separated the two. 
There is no reason why a minister resident residing at the seat of gov- 
erment, wherever that may be, very frequently remote from the com- 
mercial towns, the manufacturing towns, from the seaport, confined to 
the particular locality of a capital, should be charged with duties that 
require his observation and his labor, and if he is of any service to the 
people of the United States he should conduct an arduous, constant, 
uninterrupted inquiry of the condition of that country in relation to 
our commerce and our productions. Why these duties should be joined 
in fact, I do not know; one or the other is sacrificed necessarily by lo- 
cality, by propinquity to the business which they have or ought to have 
in their charge. 

I will take this occasion to say aword more. To my mind, to-day the 
great demand in the condition of the American people is for agents—in- 
telligent, bright, enterprising men—in every country on this globe to see 
what kinds of products American manufacturers and American producers 
can finda market there for. In this great teeming country of ours, with 
its industries and its wealth and its productions, while business is ina 
state of stagnation here at home, and while thousands of men are either 
idle or dissatisfied for want of full employment, I think the wise thing 
for this Government to do is to ook over the face of the world and see 
where the productions of the industries of our people may find a market, 
so that the cry, whether true or false, of overproduction which leads to 
a lack of demand and sale of our productions may be obviated, that 
industries may be encouraged, that there may not be overproduction, 
because we can find markets all over the world for one or another of 
these productions which fill and glut our own market. 

Sir, Iam glad of the attention which has been.given to the consular 
system and its direction in the years of the recent past, and continued, 
I am happy to say, now by the present Secretary of State and that De- 
partment. The tendency which has been given to consular appoint- 
ments and consular duties and consular industry in the direction to 
which I have alluded is the most hopeful thing for the laboring man 
of the United States in the shop, in the factory, on the farm. The 
prospect which that opens for markets for our diversified industries is 
the most hopeful thing in the present somewhat gloomy state of affairs 
in our own country. The markets throughout the world, the new 
markets, the unoccupied markets for the ten thousand manufactures 
and productions of the soil and of the factory which may be found by 


in which new markets have 
and productions even from my own in- 








5224 





a bright, active, intelligent consular force will open new fields of enter- 
prise, new fields of industry to the mechanics and manufacturers and 
laborers in farm and field and shop and factory throughout the United 
States; and | would without parsimony give to that service all the en- 
couragement which can be given to it by a reasonable and fair appro- 
priation and by proper and earnest instruction to the consular service 
of the United States to make it what it is intended to be, the agent of 
our commerce, the watchman to look out for our industries in every 
piace in the world where its members are stationed. 

I speak of this with some little feeling because my attention forsome 
years has been called to it, commencing with the preparation of the 
circulars for consular reports, which I have watched with a great deal 
of earnestness from the time they commenced until now. I have tried 
to follow the effect of that in the different countries as far as I have 
been able todo; but with the limited means I have had at my disposal 
I have seen the advantages to us of markets abroad secured through 
consular methods and consular efforts. I may say here that I think 
members of Congress do not appreciate and never have appreciated the 
value of the statistics gathered by our consuls and published by the 
State Department in their monthly reports, and distributed twenty to 
each metaber for circulation in his district to those who may desire that 
class of information. Among our manufacturers, among our people, 
these reports are sought for as soon as they are brought to their knowl- 
edge, and I have watched the effect of them in creating new markets. 
Sir, I have looked with pleasure upon the shipment of wagons manu- 
factured in my State to many of the islands of the Pacific in large num- 
bers, and bringing remunerative prices, manufactured at different places 
in Michigan and, as my friend from Indiana knows, at South Bend in his 
State. I have gathered together from San Francisco and from the 
agents of the lines of steamers running to the Pacific islands the in- 
voices of the item of wagons sent from South Bend, Indiana, and from 
Jackson, Michigan, to islands of which we think only as if their people 
were cannibals, the Feejee Islands, the Society Islands, and to Australia, 
and to New Zealand, and toother places. 1 have seen with very great 
gratification that the products of industries going on around me in my 
own State were sent to those far islands of the sea, furnishing a mar- 
ket almost equal some years to the home market for these same pro- 
ductions. 

I have delayed the Senate in commenting on some things which have 
interested me very much, and I have only alluded to one or two of the 
things. I could, even from memory, go on and enumerate by fifties, 
if not by hundreds, different items of manufacture and of production 
that have found a market in the distant and almost unknown islands 
of the ocean, as well as in other places on the continents, through the 
information and the knowledge gained in the first instance through the 
reports of our consuls, and caused by following clews that have led to 
the opening of the markets of these countries to my own people and to 
your people, sir. ‘ 

I make these remarks to call the attention of the committee to the 
lack of assistance to that class at least of consuls-general who are charged 
with the double duty of ministers or diplomats, which is an important 
thing with the South American republics especially, and the entirely 
different and sometimes complicated duties of consuls. I am sorry to 
find that so many of them have not a clerk of any kind to assist them 
in opening these new regions to our commerce and to our productions 
and furnishing markets to our people. This fact strikes me somewhat 
with surprise, and I am very glad the Senator from Indiana has called 
attention to one of these cases. I ask the attention of the Senate to 
the many cases where consuls-general and ministers have not even an 
assistant as a clerk. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The reading of the bill will proceed. 

Mr. ALLISON. Before the reading of the bill proceeds, I think I 
ought to say a word in response to the suggestions made by the Senator 
from Michigan. 

The Committee on Appropriations does not have charge of the regu- 
lation of our diplomatic and consular service. It is our business to rec- 
ommend to the Senate appropriations for the public service in this re- 
gard as we find it; and if the Senator will examine the statutes on this 
subject he will find no authority for clerks at the several places named 
by him, although I admit if we thought proper to provide for clerks at 
these several missions it would be perhaps within our province to do so. 

There is in this bill a large number of clerks provided for for the vari- 
ous consulates throughout Europe and South America. Where clerks 
are provided for in this bill, they are estimated for by the tt; 
and in the cases named by the Senator from Michigan there is no esti- 
mate and no suggestion coming from the head of the Department of State 
asking us to make provision for clerk-hire. 

The Secretary of State appeared before the committee and made many 
suggestions to the committee. Some ofthese suggestions are incorpo- 
rated in this bill, and many others are not incorporated in the bill. He 
desired a great many things; but he did not even suggest to the com- 
mittee that at the places named by the Senator from Michigan there was 
any need of clerk-hire. If we are to enter on the business of providing 
clerks for all the ministers-resident and consuls-general, without regard 
to the business done by these ministers or consuls-general, we must neces- 
sarily very largely increase the appropriations for this service. 
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I agree with the Senator from Michigan that for the last few years 
our appropriations for the consular and diplomatic service have |e, 2 
rather too rigid. I think a little expansion for this service would be 
healthy for the commerce of our country as well as for its diplomat; 
service. But we did not feel, situated as we are now asa Senate com. 
mittee, that it was our duty to enlarge very much this consular ayq 
diplomatic appropriation bill in the face of the fact that in the othe; 
House this bill was presented by the Committee on Foreign A {{,jro 
which is supposed to know more in detail the needs of the service thay, 
we possibly can. It is presented to the Senate after full consu|tatj, 
with the Secretary of State, and in the respects wherein the | 
been criticised by the Senator from Michigan we had no sugves; 
whatever on the subject. 

I think I ought tosay in reference to our consuls that while in : 
it is a beautiful idea to have our consuls actively engaged in enlarging 
and developing our intercourse, as a rule I am sorry to say that they 
are, to say the least, very lax in that regard, and as far as my o))sery3- 
tion and experience go the consuls do very little to develop the com- 
merce of our country; but they are under our laws necessary «nd we 
have made provision for consuls, I believe, wherever the Secretary of 
State has deemed it wise to make such provision, and we have provided 
them with clerical force in every instance where the Secretary of State 
has deemed it necessary to make such provision. 

So, while I agree perhaps that we might enlarge somewhat our dip- 
lomatie service by separating the consular service entirely from the 
diplomatic service, I think that at this time it is not wise for us to 
enter upon this subject, especially as only four or five years ago two 01 
three suggestions-were made by the then Secretary of State for the con- 
solidation of missions with the position of consul-general. 

Mr. BUTLER. May I inquire of the Senator from Iowa, who has 
evidently given this subject much consideration, if he can account for 
the difference which I see all through this bill in the style or name o1 
rank of the various representatives of this Government in foreign cou 
tries? 

I think there is great force in what fell from theSenator from Mich- 
igan in regard to the duties of ministers resident and consuls-general 
One is diplomatic and the other is commercial. I see on page 3, !ine 42 
Minister resident and consui-general to Roumania, Servia, and Greece, $1 5% 
Immediately following, in line 44, is: 

Agent and consul-general at Cairo, $5,000. 
And immediately following that, line 45: 
Chargé d'affaires to Paraguay and Uruguay, $5,000. 


I should like to be informed by the Senator from Iowa, if he can do 
so, why that distinction? Why do we have a minister resident and 
consul-general to Roumania, Servia, a chargé d’affaires to Uruguay 
and Paraguay, and an agent and consul-general at Cairo? I agree en- 
tirely with the Senator from Indiana if these governments are 0! sufli- 
cient importance to have a representative of the United States (iovern- 
ment to them, our representative ought to go there with a rank «it least 
equal to that of the representative of that Government to this. Fo 
instance, at Paraguay and Uruguay we have a chargé d’affaires. Whit 
is that? Is that diplomatic or consular or both? Five thousand do! 
lars he gets, and the minister resident and consul-general to Roun 
Servia, and Greece gets $6,500. 

Of course I appreciate the difficulties suggested by the Senator from 
Iowa which are encountered by the Committee on Appropriations, bu! 
I trust that the Committee on Foreign Relations will take this matte: 
into consideration and give us something like a uniform system for th: 
diplomatic and consular service of this Government. 

Mr. ALLISON. Regarding the suggestion first made by the Senato: 
from South Carolina as to the item ‘‘ minister resident and consu!-geu- 
eral to Roumania, Servia, and Greece,’’ I will say that is a new item. 
That is to say, it is an item inserted within the last three or four year 
We had a consul-general accredited to Roumania, Servia, and (reece 
and two or three years ago we raised his rank to that of minister re! 
dent, adding to the duties of consul-general diplomatic functions. 4 
consul-general has no diplomatic functions. Although our relations 
with Roumania and Servia are not very intimate, we thought it wise 
tohave there a diplomaticoflicer to keep the State Department Informe’ 
with reference to our diplomatic relations with that region, whatev: 
they are. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understand that, but as was suggested by the Sen 
ator from Michigan, the duties of the two, minister resident and con 
sul-general, seem to be inconsistent, and sometimes run across ¢a h 
other. The minister resident is purely a diplomatic officer to conduc’ 
international questions between the two countries. The duties 0! t'< 
consul-general, on the other hand, are purely commercial, having )''" 
ing whatever to do with diplomatic questions, as I understan!. | 
strikes me as being extremely awkward to unite the two. 

Of course, I understand very well that the Committee on Appro)!' 
ations can not correct that difficulty. I merely make the sugeestion 
somewhat in the line of what was said by the Senator from Michigan. 
in order to induce either the State t or the Committee on 

Relations of this body to take cognizance of the question, “ne 
give us a more symmetrical and uniform system. 
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Mr. ALLISON. _ : 
this provision uniting consular and diplomatic functions is a new pro- 
yision inserted some five or six years ago, in fact at the urgent instance 








of the House of Representatives when they sought to economize in the | 


foreign service. It was at that time first provided that a minister resi- 
dent should be a consul-general at certain points and places where it 
was sup that one man could perform both functions. Although 
it appears to be inconsistent to have the minister resident to Roumania 
and Servia also consul-general, 1 think that one person exercising the 
diligence that we exercise and Jaboring the hours that we labor here 
could possibly perform all th» diplomatic service required there and 
also could supervise all the consuls in Roumania and Servia, especially 
as we do not have a single one there. The business of a consul-general 
js to supervise the consuls, and therefore I think that this officer in the 
instances named by the Senator can very well perform both functions. 

Now, as to the consul-general at Cairo, we have never had a diplo- 
matic officer there except as an agent. 

Mr. BUTLER. A commercial agent? 

Mr. ALLISON. No, sir; he is denominated and has been, I think, 
for twenty years in our consular and diplomatic appropriation bills as 
anagent. ‘That gives him diplomatic authority. He is also a consul- 
general, having charge of the trade relations with Egypt. He is an 
agent. 

Mr. BUTLER. An agent of what? 


Of this Government ? 
Mr. ALLISON. 


Agent of this Government to perform diplomatic 
functions in Cairo. He is not a commercial agent. 

Mr. CONGER. I suppose, Egypt being in some sort a quasi prov- 
ince of Turkey, we could not have a separate minister resident there 
any more than we could in Canada, hut we have a ministerial agent 
named in that way. 

Mr. BUTLER. Is he subordinate to the consul-general to Turkey 
or the minister to Turkey ? 

Mr. CONGER. He performs whatever ministerial duties are to be 
performed at Cairo. 

Mr. ALLISON. He exercises the functions of a diplomatic agent 
there. Whenever matters concerning our diplomacy come up, he is 
the proper officer to act. 

Mr. BUTLER. How about the chargés d'affaires to Uruguay and 
Paraguay? What is a chargé d'affaires? 

Mr. ALLISON. ‘That was an economical experiment by the House 
of Representatives four or tive years ago, whereby the appropriation 
was reduced from $7,500 to $5,000, and it has stood in that way from 
that time to this. The Committee on Appropriations did not see 
proper to change it. 

Mr. HALE. He was formerly minister resident, but was razeed by 
the House. 

Mr. BUTLER. I think we had better raise it back again. 

Mr. CONGER. In my comments on this bill I had supposed that all 
these changes, at least all thefminor ones, had been made and were cus- 
tomarily made in an appropriation bill and not by a separate bill mak- 


ing legislation on these subjects. 
Mr. ALLISON. That is true. 


Mr. CONGER. My remarks were in reference to the fact that the 
practice had been and would probably continue to be that the changes 
in these different officers, their grades and the divisions of them, by 
eustom, or at least consent, had been made in the appropriation bill 
and not in other legislation. 

_ Mr. ALLISON. I quite agree that the Senator is right. We may, 
if we see proper, initiate a provision here looking to the employment of 
clerks at every one of these places. 

There is a clerk allowed, I will say, to the consul-general at Berne; 
but I do not believe that there is a sufficient amount of work required 
of these several officers to create a necessity for a clerk, and I think if 
such clerk-hire was the Secretary of State would have dis- 
covered it and would have put in his estimates an estimate for clerk- 
hire at these 

Mr. BECK. Ido not desire unnecessarily to delay the passage of 
this bill, but sometime or other during its progress it may be as well to 
say that there is a measure pending at the other end of the Capitol, a 
copy of which I have, seeking to reorganize the consular service and 
place it in ing like working shape. It is not now the law, how- 
ever, though it may become so. I hope it will, as it seems to be an 
unprovement on the present system in many regards. 

As this bill came to the Senate Committee on Appropriations from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the other House, which is now 

to change the t diplomatic and consular system, while 

are very many important changes which I think ought to be 

the Committee on Appropriations did not feel at liberty to make 

especially as there are no recommendations from the head of the 

asking us to make such radical changes as I would like to 

see. I agree that we ought to adhere to the House bill substantially. 

Doubtless the Secretary of State felt that we could not make changes 

as he desired on an appropriation bill, and therefore withheld 
Tecommendations he would otherwise have made. 

The Senator from Michigan stated very justly and very strongly some 
marked advances in the work of our consuls. I was glad to hear him 


them, 
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say that he felt encouraged by the efforts made in the last five or 
six years by our consuls to obtain information necessary to aid in 
extending the commerce of this country; yet there are very many 
things in the consular service, as the Senator from Michigan and the 
Committee on Commerce will find when they come to look into it, 
which need to be radically changed betore it will be of much real prac- 
tical value in aiding our revenue officers 

Our consuls are our agents in promoting our commer 


e and in assisting 
us in the collection of our revenue, by g 


ving such information as will 
enable our custom-house officers in New York and elsewhere to see to 
it that we are not defrauded by false invoices and undervaluations. 
They are paid two dollars and a half, I believe, for signing their names 
to every aflidavit of the importer to the truth of the statements he 
makes in regard to each invoice. The presumption is that they act in 
good faith and with proper caution, yet the facts not sustain the 
presumption. 

A subcommittee of the Committee on Finance went to New York un- 
der the order of the Senate and investigated, among other things, the 
action of our consuls. I have before me an illustration furnished by 
the testimony, which shows how little consular certificates are worth 
under the present system. The Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] is 
the chairman of that subcommittee. Almost the first thing the com- 
mittee did was to go to the appraiser’s office and ascertain how invoices 
were verified, and this was about the first thing handed to us as we en- 
tered the office: 

I read from the printed statement: 

Tn the invoice division Mr. McMullen presented the chief of division, Mr. H. 
F. Bowers, who exhibited to the committee certain invoices and papers which 
he explained, one by one, as being improperly certified, as follows: 

In this case [exhibiting a paper] the consul at Brunswick, in Germany, certi- 
fies to an invoice dated at Hanover, which is in his jurisdiction, that the goods 
came from Barmen. There are two invoices from Barmen, and no certificate 


do 


from the consul there; and one from Zittau, in Saxony There is no consul 
there, but there is one at Dresden, near there 
By Mr. Breck: 
Q. That is not under the jurisdiction of the consul at Brunswick? 
A. No, sir. Here is one from Waldkirchen, in Saxony 
By the CraArrMAN 
Q. Is that near Brunswick? 
A. No,sir; it is near to Leipsie. Here is one from Forbach,in Baden; here 
one from Linden, near to Hanover; here another from Barmen; now one from 


Hanover, an invoice of 14,071 marks, being the totalamount consolidated, 
certified to by the consul at Brunswick, William C. Fox. 
By Mr. Beck 

Q. And it has no o 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What value do you attach to a certificate of that sort on invoices coming 
from cities outside of the consul’s jurisdiction, and where there is a consul who 
should certify, but does not? 

A. We ean not attach any importance to it, becarnse the consul who certifies 


can not know anything about it. He can not know anything about goods not 
produced in his own district. 
* a 


Itis 


her cousular certificate upon it? 


= * . 


* 

Q. Now, in reference to that consolidated invoice coming from Hanover, out- 
side the jurisdiction of the consul who certifies, whatdo you do with that in- 
voice? 


A. It goes back again from us to the collector. 
By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. But you pay no attention to the certification? 
A. The appraiser can not pay any attention to it. 
By Mr. Beck: 
Q Do you treat it as an invoice? ' 
A. Of course, the consul! certifies that it is so; for which the collector is bound 


to take it, of course. 

Q. The collector is not bound to take the invoice that has no goods with it? 

A. No, sir; the only point with me is to show you of how little value they 
are; how much importance the examiner attaches to it I can not tell you, but [ 
think there is no importance to be attached, because the goods are not produced 
in that consular district at all. ; , 

Q. And so far as the United States is concerned, it might as well have no of- 
ficial certification at all as to have one like that? 

A. That isthe way I look at it. And here the appraisement may as weil ap- 
ply the same as to goods which have no invoice at all. 

And so it was all through the history we obtained from the custom- 
house officers. No faith could be placed in consular certificates. 

I have read that portion of the testimony for the purpose of showing 
that until we have some reorganization of the consular system, some 
change whereby we can make the service of our consuls available for 
commercial purposes, we might as well, in many instances, have none. 
That was the testimony of all the leading officials in the great custom- 
houses of New York and Boston. As I have just read, ten or twelve 
different inyoices were all certified by one consul, all certified by the 

? . . oe se . . 
consul at Brunswick, who is himself, if I recollect aright, an ansalaried 
consul who lives by fees, there being regular consuls with fixed sala- 
ries living at four or five of the places from which the goods in that 
invoice came. They were all avoided; and the certificate alone was 
presented of the consul at Brunswick, an unsalaried officer, living upon 
his fees, and who, by the way, collects $4,663.86 of fees, and is allowed 
a compensation of $2,500, $255.83 for rent and clerk-hire, and $118.10 
for contingent expenses. That man whose pay depends upon his fees 
is the man who was selected by all these shippers to certify their in- 
voices of goods, nine-tenths of which came from places outside of his 
consular jurisdiction. ‘ 

We were advised by well-informed men, and when our report is made 
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it will show that whenever merchants who are sending goods to New 
Yor!: on consignment to their own agents desire to value them as low 
as possible, rf they find that we had a vigilant pfiicer or consul at the 
place that officer is boycotted; he is not recognized; he is not spoken 
to; he is tabooed; while some other officials, may be like the consul at 
Branswick, who will certify to anything, is the officer who gets the 
fees and gives such certificates as the importer wants, without knowing 
or caring whether they are true or false. 

For one I do not feel like extending the present consular system. I 
will provide for itas it is, hoping that it may be remodeled. The Com- 
mittee on Appropriations having had this bill sent to them that was 
specially considered by the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House, 
which took five months to consider it, and sent it to us without any 
changes of the old condition of things, we did not think we could 
change it. Perhaps the House committee could not in this bill under 
the rules that we have jointly agreed should prevail, that no new legis- 
lation should be inserted in appropriation bills. As they have pre- 
pared another bill correcting many of these evils, and as they sent us 
this bill as it is, and as we were not advised by the State Department 
that the suggestions of increasing the rank of the ministers now being 
considered, or adding clerks to those who hold the office of minister 
resident aud consul-general were approved, we simply took up other 
matters which were deemed important, and we have made quite con- 
siderable increases in other regards, as the Senate will see when we 
come to them. 

For example, as to the money for the secret-service fund, if you may 
cali it so, whereby the Secretary of State can carry on negotiations in 
regard to the troubles we may have with Canada, Central America, or 
any other country, we had added considerably to the House bill, and 
wherever it is necessary to extend our commerce, in Corea, Japan, and 
elsewhere, we have felt that we ought to strengthen the hands of the 
Secretary. ‘That we have done, and I think done properly. 

That is about all I care to say at present, because while in many re- 
gards our consular system is working well in regard to reports and in- 
formation, I do not think that consular aid in the collection of revenues 
will be valuable while they are responsible only to the State Depart- 
ment. All their most important services ave rendered to the Treasury 
Department, and unless we make a change in some form to improve 
that service and impose penalties for neglect of duty we will not get 
satisfactory results under divided authority of two Departments and no 
real responsibility to either. I recollect when the Senator from New 
York [Mr. EvARTS] was appointed Secretary of State—I believe he 
was the first to organize and put in shape the system of consular re- 
ports—that we expected great results, and we have in the shape of 
reports obtained very useful information, and in that regard very salu- 
tary results; but in aid of our officers collecting our revenue and the 
safeguards against fraud we have not up to this time received anything 
like as much help as we ought. I called the attention of the Commit- 
tee on Commerce on yesterday, and I hope they will look at it, to this 
state of things, which needs revision. On page 27 of the report of the 
Fifth Auditor will be found a large number of unsalaried commercial 
agents none of whom came before the Senate for confirmation. Thry 
are appointed I do not know how, kept there I do not know how, with 
pay and allowances such as the Department sees fit to give them. 
Take the first one on the list, Baracoa de Cuba; the amount collected 
at that agency in fees is put down at $1,361.50, and the compensation 
of the agent is $2,500. The pay for services to vessels, d&c., is $1,138.50, 
and the contingent expenses $20—$3,658.50 paid to that unsalaried 
agent in regard to whose appointment we have no sort of authority, 
when he only collects $1,361.50 in fees. 

if we cut classified consuls down to $2,000, $1,500, and $1,000, why 
should we havea commercial agent receiving that at the 
hands of the State Department and paid $2,500 salary with all sorts of 
ether allowances, merely because he is called by another name, and the 
Senate has nothing to say about his fitness. 

Again, on the same page, take Elberfeld; there is a case where the 
agent collected $3,740.50 in fees, and he receives a compensation of 
$2,500. Take Mayence; there the agent collected $3,741.50 in fees, 
and $2,500 is paid him as com ion, and the fees accruing to the 
Government amounted to $646.30, and for rent and clerk-hire he was 
allowed $595.20. 

Soe at Port Stan.ey and St. Thomas, $3,312 was received in fees, 
$2,500 paid the agent as compensation, so that $812 accrued to the 
Gevernment from the fees. So at a number of other places. 

I may as well add that after hearing the Secretary of State and see- 
ing that pethaps we could not reach what was desired in this bill, and 
knowing that something ought to be done in regard to bringing this class 
of officers under our control, the best the committee at present thought 
they could do was to insert this provision: 

And in the estimates for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, there shall be esti- 
mated for specifically, under classified consulates, all consulates and commercial 
agencies where the fees collected or coms allowed for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1836, exceeds $1,000. 

So that in the next Book of Estimates the Secretary may take them 
in hand, anc we can see whether we can not bring them under our 

authority. Ido not think the Committee on Commerce are quite pre- 











pared to advise us how to doit. Ido not know that the Committee ,, 
Foreign Relations are, but perhaps a bill may be framed by some com. 
mittee even before we adjourn that may bea step in the right direct oy 
I have not examined the House bill with sufficient care to say hoy far 
it goes in that direction. 5 

Mr. CONGER. The difliculties which have confronted the Com j:. 
tee on Appropriations have also frequently come to the consideration oy 
the Committee on Commerce in their branch of the subject, and | })\. 
nodoubt have troubled the Committee on Foreign Relations very 1 y,.), 

For several years in the other House some of these evils to which th. 
Senator from Kentucky has alluded were met and discussed by the (om. 
mittee on Commerce of the House, and amendments and sugges} ion. 
were made in different bills to try and remedy some of the very ¢ 
to which the Senator from Kentucky has alluded. 

For a great many years I have been firmly of the opinion that oy; 
laws in regard to the transportation of goods from the port of entry t, 
an interior port without examination at the port of entry and without 
appraisal and the settlement and payment of the duties there, but ¢h,: 
being left to some other port to which they may under the law be take) 
on a consular certificate, have been a fruitful source of danger to th 
revenues of the country and have been a fruitful cause of the procur- 
ing of certificates away from the principal conSular offices at mi) 
consulates throughout the world. 

Our law here at home permits an invoice of goods coming to New 
York or Boston or Portland, intended for Chicago or intended to pass 
across the continent to San Francisco, to be entered on a consular cer. 
tificate in New York or in Boston, and there, without examination, 
without appraisement, without the payment of duties, to be forwarded 
by virtue of that consular certificate, such as the Senator from Ken. 
tucky has described and read about, to Cincinnati or Chicago, or, if in- 
tended for New Orleans, to New Orleans, or to any other port of entry 
in the United States, there to have the goods appraised, there to have the 
goods examined and the cases opened, and unless there is something to 
indicate some opening of the packages or tampering with the packages 
in the original port of entry the custom-house officers there must send 
them right on, it may be across the continent to San Francisco or to 
Puget Sound or to Portland, or to New Orleansor to Detroit or Chicago 
or any other place. 

If there is anything to indicate that the invoices do not correspond 
with the contents of the packages, theofficer at the original portsof entry 
may open them, may examine them to see whether they contain the 
goods mentioned in the invoices; butour law provides and directs and 
authorizes the entry at the port of New Orleans, New York, Boston, 
Baltimore, anywhere, if the packages mentioned in an invoice appear 
to be unopened, if there is nothing to lead to suspicion that the cou 
tents are not properly mentioned in the invoices, and the forwarding 
of the goods to the place of destination, to these other ports, interior 0: 
otherwise, without examination and without payment of duties 

~ That being the law here, very naturally anybody who wishes to take 
any advantage of undervaluation would have a consular certificate 
from a consular agent or a consul who had neverseen the packages and 
contents, but merely certified to them, and coming here they will g 
through to interior points, to Sault de St. Marie, to any place whe'c 
under the law they can be sent, and there an appraiser entirely un- 
familiar with the goods would fix the appraisal and arrange the 
duties. 

I have felt for years, and have publicly expressed my opinion, that 
in our own country was one of the best opportunities and most fertile 
sources of the undervaluation and loss to the Treasury of duties by 
underappraisement and undervaluation; but whatever I may have 
stated as the result of an investigation related more particular!y to 1n- 
voices coming from Canada through the port where I live. Whatever 
I may have said or attempted in the other House (and the occasion has 
not arisen where I have had opportunity to do it in this) has been 


ily 


\r 


along in the general system. No correction of evils, no correc: 
tion of what I believe to be the possibility and the strong probalility 
of abuse of that system has been made. 


The very testimony read by the Senator from Kentucky and the re- 
marks he made before the Committee on Commerce within the last few 
days in regard to some of these things, will show Senators how the law 
which we have in regard to forwarding the invoices of goods from tic 
port of entry, without appraisal and without the payment of duties, 
to some interior and remote port where the officials are not familia! 
with the kinds of goods, will lead men in other countries, 10 Europe 
or wherever, to go away from the consuls at the ports of shipment and 

certificates 


to take from a consular agent far removed from the markets 
and from the ability te judge and examine as to the value of the c" 
and get those certificates in that way. There is no kind of quests 


that all through Europe the shippers to this country do find the! = 
cial certificate from men remote from market for that very object 9" 
for that very reason. . , # 
I had occasion in studying this subject and in following up Soar © 
my investigations in Canada to find that instead of having consul: “"- 
tifieates from Montreal, from Toronto, from Hamilton, we bad con- 
lar certificates from some point in the interior ef Canada, where £» 
would be shipped by rail and there the consular certificate attached )) 











tf) 


i eh 


1886. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


re —- — — — 








a cousuat agent, not by the consul in the place from which the goods | existed long before we had the act for the immediate transportation of 
were originally intended to be shipped to the United States. I have | goods to the interior. It exists now, and is entirely independent of 
sued that inquiry and have gone to different places in Canada to | that. Under the law goods arriving at one point under a consular cer- 
make personal observation that I might while I was in the other House | tificate, by virtue of that consular certificate may be taken to any place 
fortify myself with some information to lead to a change of the law. not provided for in the immediate transportation act. I assisted in 
But unfortunately my efforts were not seconded, and the law remains | the iormation of the other law, and while each place from which and 
the same. : ; | to which the goods may go is specified in the law or else they can not 
There is another trouble about this which the Senator from New | be taken under that law, and where there is no proper appraisal pro- 
York (Mr. Evarts] in his experience in the State Department can very | vided for, it is also provided for in the law. I agree with the Senator 
well appreciate. _By a kind of necessity, perhaps, our agents abroad, | as to the value of that law, but my point is an entirely different thing, 
whether ministerial or commercial, seem to have their appointment and | where a consular certificate will take goods from the origina) port of 
their responsibility to the State Department. The State Department, | entry through the country to any other port of entry in the United 
except incidentally and collaterally, is not the special guardian of the | States. 
individual commercial transactions of our country abroad. It has that Mr. ALLISON. What law is that, I should like to ask the Senator 
in view on the general scale, but the duties of consuls abroad are almost | from Michigan? 
entirely connected with the Treasury Department, with our sailing, Mr. CONGER. I can not turn to it, but I will find it for the Sena- 
with our invoices, with our estimates of value. There is no responsi-| tor. It is a law by which under a consular certificate goods which 
bility of a consul abroad to the head of the Department to which his | have no appearance of being tampered with may by virtue of the con- 
duties relate. There is no responsibility of a consul abroad to the | sular certificate itself have immediate transportation to the designated 
Treasury Department, where his official certificates are to be taken by | place in the United States mentioned in the invoice. 
the Treasury Department in many of its transactions under the law as Mr. ALLISON. That is under the immediate-transportation act? 
f and the only proof. There seems to be an incongruity which I Mr. CONGER. No, sir; not atall. It was passed before the im- 
have no doubt the Senator from New York has felt in his experience | mediate-transportation act, and continues now. 
of the appointment and control of mere commercial agents to perform Mr. ALLISON. Ishould be glad to have the Senator show it to me. 
duties connected more especially with the Treasury Department than Mr. CONGER. The immediate-transportation act I assisted in form- 
any other, that these officials should be responsible to the Department | ing and modifying, and I approve of it; but by the consular-certificate 
of State only and have no official relation with and no official respon- | law, if in Europea man desires to consign his goods to Marquette, Grand 
sibility to the Treasury Department, with whom their duties are more | Haven, Chicago, Racine, or to any place where there is a port of en 
intimately connected and to whom as the head and as the source of | try 
their authority they ought by the system of commercial relations and Mr. ALLISON. And pass them through Canada? 
consular duties to have the responsibility. Mr. CONGER. I donot mean through Canada. He may pass them 
Perhaps in our system there could be no way devised by which our | through the United States; he may pass them through Canada under 
Treasury Department could have control and direction of our appointees | the provisions of another law; if sent from New Orleans to Saint Paul, 
ina foreign country. I can myself see the difficulties which might | or what used to be the port of entry of Saint Paul. I ask the Senator 
arise, and I suppose our fathers selected what seemed to them the better | from Minnesota to excuse me for taking his time. 
way, that they would class all the agents of the Government abroad as Mr. McMILLAN. Certainly. 
connected with our foreign relations and as of necessity coming under Mr. CONGER. Youmight send from New York, or New Orleans, or 
the State Department, having charge of all our foreign relations which | Baltimore an invoice of goods under a consular certificate without ap- 
could exist, and their responsibility to that Department and their duty | praisal and without the payment of duties to what used to be the port 
under the supervision of that Department must be kept up, although | of entry of Minnesota, Pembina, a place away up on our northern front- 
the efficiency and activity of the consular service isconfined almost en- | ier, which was a port of entry. You could send under a consular cer- 
tirely to the Treasury Department. tificate, and can now, to any port of entryin the United States, without 
What the remedy may be for that I do not know; but if a bill be in- | examination, without appraisal, and without payment of duties, by 
troduced reorganizing and regulating the consular service, that great | virtue of the consular certificate, any packages of goods, any invoice of 
body which may be so beneficial in ali our commercial relations abroad, | goods, unless the collector at the port where they are first landed has 
I trast we shall have the benefit of the experience and observation of | reason to suppose either the packages have been tampered with or that 
my friend from New York and ef my friend the President of this body, | the goods do not correspond with the invoice. The duty is paid at the 
onaccount of hisrelations to the Treasury Department, in so organizing | place of delivery and the appraisal is paid at theplace of delivery. The 
and reorganizing the commercial service, the consular service of the | trouble with me is that without an appraisal such as we have at the 
United States, that there should be some responsibility, some direction, | interior ports of entry under the immediate-transportation act, with 
even if it were to come through the State Department to the Treasury | persons there who have no perfect knowledge of the class of goods, the 
Department, which will make it more efficient and more valuable, and | appraisal is made and the duties settled at the remote port of entry. 
remove some of the evils io which the Senator from Kentucky alluded, Mr. McMILLAN. Iam glad to know that I misunderstood the Sen- 
and which I have seen and known of and opposed for years in the other | ator from Michigan in the remarks he submitted before I took the floor. 
House, that we may have a system more adapted to our circumstances | I was somewhat surprised at the expression as I understood it, because 








and to the wants of our people. I was aware that the Senator had concurred with me always in respect 
Mr. McMILLAN. I think this discussion will be of great benefit to | to the importation of goods to interior ports under our existing law. 

the consular service as well as to the commercial interestsof thiscoun- | While I amon the floor I desire to express my entire approbation of 

try, and I am very glad that it has transpired. the existing system. Its benefits are so great that the interests of the 


Doubtless the regulation of the consular service is very necessary, | country now forbid any change in this respect. The points of distri- 
and I think the suggestions made by the Senator from Michigan are | buticn of goods in the interior of our country are established and they 
very profitable ones. ‘The fact that this service is intimately connected | are essential to the interests of commerce. To say that we shall not 


with two mts of the Government has heretofore prevented a | be permitted to import foreign goods into the large inland cities of the 
definite ion of it. The State Department and the Treasury De- | country and have the benefits of the direct shipment of goods would in- 


partment are the two great Departments of the Government with which | terfere with the commercial transactions of the country tosuch an extent 
this service is intimately connected, and I am sure the Senate will | that it would produce great derangement. 
greatly benefit from the experience of the Senator from New York | Mr. Mr. HOAR. The experience of the seaboard ports does not show 
EvARts] and the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN], who have been | that such importations are free from fraud. 
in the State Department and the Treasury Department respectively, Mr. McMILLAN. No; the seaboard ports are, as I learn, the places 
from their presence and advice here. where the evils exist. All the complaints in regard to underappraise- 
I wish, however, to suggest a difference of opinion with the Senator | ment and to frauds of various kinds come not from interior ports but 
from Michigan in regard to one point to which he alluded. The Sen- | from the great ports of the Atlantic coast, where the importations are 
ator from Michigan seems to be of opinion that our laws which permit | principally made. I have heard no complaint whatever of underval- 
the transportation of imported goods to the interior of our country for | uation or of any frauds in the appraisement of goods or in the impor- 
uent have not operated beneficially, and that they have pro- | tation of them to the inland cities of the country. 
duced evils in respect to the appraisement of goods. | Mr. DAWES. In connection with what has just been said I desire 
Mr.CONGER. Will the Senator from Minnesota allow me to make to state to the Senator from Minnesota and the Senator from Michigan 
4 Suggestion ? | that the recent action of the Executive renders it necessary for us to re- 
Mr. McMILLAN. Yes, sir. | view this whole system and to determine whether hereafter all impor- 
| 
| 
| 








Mr. CONGER. My objection is not at all to what you call the im- | tations shall be concentrated at the ports of the seaboard, or whether 
mediate transportation of goods. In the law relating to the interior | we shall be permitted to enjoy the beneficial results that certainly flow 
transportation a Congress defines the place from which and the | from transmitting the goods to the points of delivery indicated in recent 
place to which the goods shall go. It is supposed that in fixing | statutes. 
places under the special provision for the immediate transportation of | 1 wish to take this opportunity to express my great surprise at the 
ey to interior points the proper facilities for appraisal are afforded. | objections which have been raised to the system which has received the 

what I refer to is an entirely distinct and different thing, which | commendation of those two Senators, ov the part of the Executive, grow- 
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ing out of the fact that he or any one else should conceive that there 
was better chance for honest administration at these great seaboard 
points, where is concentrated necessarily such an immense amount and 
infinite variety of importation and examination, that there is more safety 
there aud better safeguards against frauds than there would be in the in- 
teriorat points where there would be small deliveries of imported goods. 
I am glad to know that in due time we shall have the co-operation not 
only of those Senators, but I am confident of the entire Senate, in are- 
view of the reasons given by the President for an attempt on his part 
to put an end to this policy. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 20’clock having arrived 
the unfinished business, being Senate bill 2225, is before the Senate. 

Mr. ALLISON. Before we pass from this question I desire to say 
one word upon the suggestion made by the Senator from Michigan 
[Mr. Concer]. I think he entirely misapprehends the causes which 
lead to undervaluations. Iam sure that if he will examine into the 
question carefully he will see that the undervaluations do not originate 
in any sense from the fact that goods are transported from one section 
of our own country to another, nor will he find that these consular cer- 
tificates are issued by one consul rather than another or that it is in any 
way connected with our tariff system in our own country. 

The truth is that these consular certificates are made without per- 
sonal examination of the goods atany time. The consul does not make 
a personalexamination. Hesimply overhauls the invoices, and is sup- 
posed to be familiar with the character of goods manufactured in the 
locality, and from his general knowledge of the situation is supposed 
to be able to certify as to the correctness of the invoices. 

Now I want to call attention to the statement made by the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] on that subject wherein it appears that the 
consul at Brunswick certified to various invoices coming from other 
towns and cities inGermany. I believe that that whole system of cer- 
tification originates from a scramble between feed consuls as to whether 
they shall certify and the regular salaried consals appointed to make 
verifications as to which shall do so. Take this very case of Bruns- 
wick. Here are four or five consuls in the immediate neighborhood of 
Brunswick, at least three, who are provided for in this bill, with reg- 
ular compensation, salaries; and yet the merchants instead of going to 
our regular consuls who have salaries fixed go to the consul at Bruns- 
wick. We have a consul at Barmen provided for in this bill. He has 
been provided for for many years at a fixed salary; and yet the Depart- 
ment of State has established a consulate at Elberfeld within 2 or 3 
miles of the consul at Barmen. In fact they are really in one manu- 
facturing town, and the consul at Elberfeld, as shown by the Fifth Audi- 
tor’s report, receives a compensation through fees of $3,740.50 and the 
consul at Barmen is provided for in this bill at $1,500 salary. Can 
anybody give me a reason why the consul at Elberfeld, 3 miles from 
the Barmen consulate, receives $3,740? It is because he is active and 
vigilant with the merchants and manufacturers in saying, ‘‘ Bring your 
invoices to me and I will certify them and receive the fees.’? The con- 
sul at Barmen has a regular fixed salary. 

The trouble about these consular certificates arises from the inatten- 
tion of our consuls and from the scramble for fees which originates at 
these feed consulates; and it is because of this that the Committee on 
Appropriations have now for the second time introduced into an appro- 
priation bill a requisition on the Department of State that they shall 
draw the commercial agencies and feed consulates into the classifica- 
tions provided for in the statute in order that there shall not be this 
scramble at the little manufacturing towns in Germany and other coun- 
tries for the certification of invoices merely for the sake of procuring 
fees. This abuse—because it is an abuse—has been going on for some 
two or three years. 

In 1882 we made a provision for drawing in the feed consulates; and 
the then Secretary of State, Mr. Frelinghuysen, made a long report on 
the subject proposing an absolute revision of our entire consularsystem, 
which, I think, would be a wise thing to do; but until that is done it 
is the duty, I think, of the Department of State to estimate specifically 
for whatever consulates they desire for the consular service in order that 
they may be putin the classified system of the consular service and turn 
over the fees they receive regularly to the Treasury, because there isa 
great inducement for a consul, if he can find a good location either in 
Switzerland or Germany, where the fees amount to six, seven, or eight 
thousand dollarsa year, to leave his consulate entirely out of the classi- 
fied service. It is true he ought to receive $2,500; but now he receives 
an allowance practically at his own discretion for clerk-hire and rent 
and all the surroundings which he thinks necessary for the carrying on 
of the office. So it is with St. Galle, in Switzerland, where laces are 
manufactared. The consul there is a feed consul, receives some seven 
or eight thousand dollars per annum in the shape of fees, and he is not 
drawn intothe classified serviceatall. Thatisallthecommittee meant 
by suggesting the amendment referred to. 

I did not rise particularly to discuss that amendment, but for the 
purpose of removing the misapprehension which seems to be in the 
mind of the Senator from Michigan that it is because of our internal 
system of transportation that these difficulties arise abroad with refer- 
ence to the classification of invoices. I do not think that has anything 
to do with the present system of certifying invoices abroad. 


Mr. CONGER. I donot know that the Senator from Iowa ¢, tly 
understood what I said. It was that by virtue of our laws. } . the 
immediate transportation act, a consular certificate gives specia) ay. 
thority to pass goods through the original portof entry without xan, 
ination, without appraisal, and without the settlement of the (y);,. 
to a remote interior port of entry, an equal port of entry in law. an3 
have the examination and the appraisement and the payment o/ the 
duties there. I say the law does that, and takes the goods aw, from 
places where appraisers exist, for these smaller places have no a) prais. 
ers, the collector himself being the appraiser. I allege that that joo 
inducement to men abroad to ship goods from Europe to these s)) uller 
and more remote places, perhaps not the very places they would other. 
wise have sent them. 

I do not say it is for the purposes of fraud; but I do know that s) 
ments are made to ports far remote from the original port of entry. )yy: 
in the general direction where the goods are finally to be used) cop. 
signed to a place where they are not intended to be sold, and where 
there is no market forthem. There is some object in using a consuly 
certificate for that purpose to get goods there. I said merely that tha: 
being the object at this end of the journey, if there was no intentiog oj 
undervaluation and of fraud in the consignor of the goods he would 
very naturally have his invoice certified to, if he had undervalued them 
at home, by somebody not familiar either with appraisals or valuations. 
as there would be in the larger towns or the place where the goods 
were made. Whatever gentlemen may say about it that fact exists, 
that from Canada and from Europe consular certificates are sigued by 
men away from the very places of manufacture and where the know!- 
edge of the value is not as great as at the places where they should 
naturally be certified from. 

The Senator says, and says very truly, that under our present lax 
system the consul does not examine each package and its contents, but 
he certifies that hedoes. He certifies to the contents and value of pack- 
age 1 and package 2. ‘The invoice gives the contents, the invoice gives 
the value, and the consul certifies to it, and that is the authority through 
which and by which the goods pass from New York off to Natchez, that 


being a port of entry, the only port of entry on the Mississippi or Ohio 
Rivers, the others being ports of delivery. Natchez having been the 
southernmost point of the United States before the acquisition of Loni- 


siana, it was made our southern port of entry, and that district of 
Natchez, unique in itself, unlike every other point from New Orleans 
to Pittsburgh or Saint Paul, is a port of entry, a customs district by 
itself, while all the other great cities on the Mississippi and Ohio, like 
Cincinnati and all those other places, are mere ports of delivery in the 
customs district of New Orleans. 

By virtue of the power and force of a consular certificate goods can 
be sent to Natchez. They can not be sent to’ Cincinnati by virtue of 
that, because that is a port of delivery oaly, and they have to be ap- 
praised at some other port before they get there. They can be sent to 
the little ports on the lakes that are ports of entry and can be sent 
across the continent to Puget Sound, to Port Townsend, or to Portland, 
or to San Francisco. I do not say that either of these things induces 
frand. They may all be honest, but I say if there is a disposition to 
undervalue and make a false invoice they would naturally go and get 
the certificate of a consular agent remote from the main marts of ship- 
ment in the old countries, and they do it, and evils arise in that way, 
as an investigation of this matter more full and more complete will 
show. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
laid before the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLAnK, 118 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 8087) for the relief of. John J. Coughlin; and 

A bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also imposing a tax upon aud 
regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation 0! o!co- 
margarine. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed tothe amenc- 
ments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5910) to detach the counties 0 
Howard, Little River, and Sevier from the western and add them to the 
eastern district of Arkansas. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker of the House hac 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon sig" d by 
the President pro tempore: , , ; 

A bill (S. 183) for the relief of Thomas 8. Hopkins, late of Company 
C, Sixteenth Maine Volunteers; + 

A bill (S. 200) to authorize the purchase of the Aqueduct Bridge or 
the construction of a bridge across the Potomac River at or near Georr- 
town, D. C.; 

A bill (S. 226) granting a pension to Margaret D. Marchand; 

A bill (S. 973) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Sarah P. 
ean, of Marion, Linn County, Iowa; 

A bill (S. 1584) for the relief of Cornelia R. Schenck; and 
A bill (S. 2223) granting a pension to Elizabeth S. De Krafft 


The unfinished business will be 
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TAXATION OF RAILROAD-GRANT LANDS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. PLUMB, Mr. VAN WYCK, 
and Mr. WALTHALL the conferees on the part of the Senate on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendment of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. 5874) to alter and amend the act entitled ‘‘An act to 
aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Mis- 
uri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the 
ase of the same for postal, military, and other purposes,’’ approved July 
|, 1862, and also to alter and amend the act of Congress approved July 
9 1864, in amendment of said first-named act. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. 8087) for the relief of John J. Coughlin was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. ' 


INDEMNITY TO CHINESE SUBJECIS. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
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I quote now from the Chinese consul, Frederick A. Bee, of San Pran- 
cisco, page 12 of this document: 

It may be of interest to your excellency to know that not one of these mur- 
dering tiends was a native of this country,many of them not residents of the 
United States one year, and but a smal! number naturalized citizens, Such were 
the facts I learned from undoubted authority. As an instance, his excellency 
Governor Warren, governor of the Territory of Wyoming, was waited upon by 
& committee of miners who,among other demands made upon him, said that 
under no circumstances would they permit the Chinese to labor in the coal mines 
of the Territory. When asked by the governor if they made these demands as 
citizens, they all had to admit that they were not citizens, and never had been 
naturalized as such. 


I now read from A. C. Beckwith, whose testimony was taken by the 
Chinese officials, on page 16 0f this pamphlet: 

There are but two nationalities working aslaborers in these mines—European 
and Chinese. 

I quote further from an interview with Hon. E. P. Alexander, M. A. 
Hanna, and James W. Savage, Government directors of the Union Pa- 


tion of the bill (S. 2225) to indemnify certain subjects of the Chinese cific Railway, who visited there immediately after this occurrence. On 
Empire for losses sustained by the violence of a mob at Rock Springs, | P*8® 26, they were asked this question: 


in the Territory of Wyoming, in September, 1885. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Missouri [Mr. Cock- 
RELL] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ALLISON. Ido not wish to interfere with the Senator from 
Missouri, nor will I interfere with a vote on this Chinese indemnity 
pill if it can be had in a reasonable time this afternoon. I only want 
to say that I desire to finish this appropriation bill to-day if possible. 


Is that true that most of the attacking party of miners were aliens” 

Quite true. We found upon investigation that there was not an American- 
born citizen among them. Their nationalities were English, Welsh, Scotch, 
Irish, and Scandinavian, their numbers predominating in the order named. 


I quote now from Secretary Bayard’s letter as contained in this same 
document on page 63: ; 
pag 


On neither side, among assailants or assailed, was there any representative 
of the Government of China or of the United States or of the Territory of Wy- 


Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, Senate bill 2225, reported favor- | oming. There was, therefore, as there could be, no official insult or wrong. 


ably from the Committee on Foreign Relations, is entitled ‘‘A bill to 
indemnify certain subjects’’—I call attention to the language—‘‘ cer- 


Whatever occurred was between private individuals wholly devoid of official 
character, It was, moreover, absolutely without national character. The do- 
mestic element of an ordinary civil disturbance was wanting. The assailants, 


tain subjects of the Chinese Empire for losses sustained by the violence | equally with the assailed, were strangers in our land. In strict truth, the hos- 


ofa mob at Rock Springs, in the Territory of Wyoming, in September, 


The bill provides— 

That the President of the United States shall ascertain the actual loss and 
damage inflicted upon the person and property of Chinese subjects by the vio- 
lence of a mob of lawless and riotous persons at and near Rock Springs, in Wy- 
oming Territory, on or about the 2d day of September, 1885. 

And it authorizes him to detail officers and have a report made, and 
these officers— 

Shall report the estimate of the dagages sustained by cach person— 


That is, each Chinese subject— 


and the same shall be examined by the Secretary of State; and thereupon the 
President shall award to each person— 


Each Chinese suhject— 
soinjured the sum that he shal! consider to be just in view of the evidence and 
report so presented to him. 

Then the second section provides— 


That the amount so awarded by the President, not exceeding $150,- 
0, shall be paid by the Secretary of the Treasury, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary for China at Washington, in full satisfaction and discharge of 
the injuries to person and property inflicted upon subjects of the Chinese Em- 
pire, 


This is not a bill proposing an indemnity to the Chinese Government 
for any indignity, offense, or injury committed upon it by the United 
States Government, or by any oflicer, civil or military, representing 
the United States authority. It is simply a bill to provide for the in- 


pitality of a friendly country, no less than the rights of peaceable sojourners 
therein, may be said to have been outraged by a body of aliens, who, being 
permitted by the generosity of our laws to enter our borders and roam un- 
checked and at will throughout its jurisdiction, freely and profitably select- 
ing their places of abode and finding occupation therein, have abused the privi- 
leges thus accorded to them and committed gross breaches of the public peace, 
suddenly and doubtless with the knowledge that nowhere within summons 
could any police organization be found in sufficient force to stay their criminal 
hands, 


Mr. President, the parties engaged in this mob were Chinese and 
European foreigners; not an American citizen was engaged in it, no man 
who had sworn allegiance to this country and its institutions. Where 
at what place did the disturbance occur? I read from Secretary Bay- 
ard’s letter to the Chinese minister, on pages 62 and 63: 

The region in which this outbreak occurred is not within the borders of any 


| State of the United States, but is within the limits of Wyoming Territory. You 


make the point that this Territory is directly under the control of the Federal 
Government, and that the acts of the Territorial officers are in that degree those 
of the United States in the national capacity, not those of a distinct sovereignty. 
In this you approximately state a broad proposition, but do not accurately give 
it specific application. By its enabling and organic law the Territory of Wyom- 
ing enjoys local self-government, with a full equipment of officials in every 
branch known to our Republican forms, who are invested with full authority to 
maintain law and order and administer justice toallinhabitants. This Territo- 
rial government contains the usual framework of the other republics which 
combineto form this Union. It comprises an executive, a legislative, and a ju- 
dicial branch. In the centers of population this government is as competent to 
discharge its administrative obligations as is the government of any State, and 
is responsible in the same way. Recent occurrences at Seattle, in the Territory 
of Washington, show this. Blood has been shed there lately under the author- 
ity of Territorial officials in successful defense and assertion of the right of cer- 
tain of your countrymen to peaceable and law-observant residence. 

The scene of the lamentable occurrences at Rock Springs was, however, remote 
from any center of population, and was marked by all the customary features of 


demnity of private Chinese subjects who were upon the soil of the | a newly and scantily settled locality. It consisted of a scattered assemblage of 


United States, and who suffered injury at the hands of a mob. 
The bill proposes to take out of the Treasury, out of the funds con- 


dwellings near a railway station and in the vicinity of some coal mines. The 
population was made up of men of all races, migratory in their habits ; some en- 
gaged as laborers in mining, while others were employed in furnishing their 


tributed by the labor, the sweat, and the toil of the people of the United | supplies. Of formal recognized authority there were few representatives, and 


States, a given sum and hand it over to the representative of the Chinese 
Empire, to be paid to these Chinese subjects or citizens residing tem- 
porarily upon our soil and supposed to have been injured. 

Now what are the facts upon which this action is proposed to be 
based? In order to ascertain all the facts we must first consider the 


little or noattempt at organized police. It was, in short, a rude commencement 
of a community on the outposts of civilization, and, like all such beginnings, 
largely dependent for stability and order on the congruity of the elements of 
which it was composed. 

To this remote and unprotected region your countrymen voluntarily resorted 
in large numbers. The attack upon them,as your note truly states, was made 
suddenly by a lawless band of about one hundred and fifty armed men, who had 


parties to this transaction, this mob, then second the place at which it | given no previous intimation of theircriminal intent. These men were discon- 


occurred, then third how and why the parties were there, and then 
what caused the mob. In order to get at all the facts we must con- 
sider these various points. 

The first question then is, Who were the parties composing this mob 
and upon whom did they use mob violence? I read from House Exec- 
utive Document No. 102, Forty-ninth Congress, first session, ‘* The Chi- 
nese Question.’ Tread from the testimony of James H. Dickey on page 
15. He says: 


The nationality of the men was Welsh, Cornishmen, and Swedes, and from 


other foreign countries. Don’t know of any Americans being engaged in the 
trouble or attack. 


= a from the President’s message, pages 1 and 2 of the same docu- 
ent: 


_And it is but just to say that they are traceable to the lawlessness of men not 
Citizens of the nited States engaged in competition with Chinese laborers. 
' 7 - we 


This outrage upon law and treaty en ments was committed by a lawless 
mob. Noneof the happily forthe national good fame, appear by the 
reports to have been of the United States. They were aliens, engaged in 
district as mining laborers, who became excited against the Chinese 
it would seem, because of their refusal to join them in a strike to se- 


gre 
i 





io 


tented mining laborers, who had’ previously sought to induce the Chinese to 
join with them in a concerted strike for higher wages, and their overtures being 
rejected, they became angered on that account. 

The place was one where no civil authority of the United States 
practically existed, where there were no civil officers, where there was 
no police whatever. We have seen the parties and the place. Now how 
and why were these parties there? How did it happen that subjects of 
the Celestial Empire and subjects of three or four European nations, com- 
ing from the East ahd the West, met at this isolated place in Wyoming 
Territory, Rock Springs, and became engaged in coal mining and in- 
volvedin this dispute? I read from this same executive document, page 


STATEMENT OF A.C, BECKWITH. 


| Yama member of the firm of Beckwith, Quinn & Co. Our business las been 


| carried on at this place, Rock Springs, for ten years. A branch of our firm is 
| and has been engaged in the furnishing of miners for the Union Pacific Railroad. 
We have furnished all nationalities, including Chinese. Upto the year 1875 these 
mines had been worked exclusively by white men. 
Mark the time—‘‘ Up to the year 1875 these mines had heen worked 
exclusively by white,’’ or European miners— 
At that time a strike took place by the miners. We— 








5230 


Who are “*we?’’ 
ling 
We then decided to employ a portion of the force, at least by experiment, com- 
prising Chinese. We obtained about four hundred and set them to work, pay- 
ing them the same wages we paid white men, which we have adhered to up to | 
this time, a pesiod often years. * * * i 

We as a firm have not brought into these mines any more Chinese the past 
year than years previous, and those who have been brought here this year were 
only to fill vacancies. 

In the year 1885 they were still importing them. | 

Now, Mr. President, these parties are gathered together by a corpo- | 
ration or a subordinate power of that corporation as hirelings, as slaves, 
as serfs, and they are taken there and placed in those mines, first the | 
Europeans, then the Chinese to displace them, and the Chinese and 
their government knew the object for which they were going there; 
they knew the object for which they were imported to Rock Springs. 
It was to supplant and drive out the other miners; they knew the in- 
cidents of that; they knew the probable result; and yet they go there 
because they are mere hirelings, and willsell themselves for wages. 

We have ascertained the facts, the parties, the place, and how these 
parties got there. We see who they are. On the one hand they were 
Europeans from four or five different nations who have come here not 
to become citizens of the United States, not to become a part and parcel 
of this great country and people. On the other hand are Chinese brought 
from China to supplant these identical Europeans and drive them out 
of the mines. Because as laborers, hirelings, practically slaves, they 
are more docile, less resentful, more easily controllable, they were taken 
there, knowing the place to which they were going, the place almost 
outside the jurisdiction of civil or criminal authority in the United 
States. They go there, and they take all their chances and invite the 
race prejudices and animosities of the laborers they were displacing, 
and are alone personally and individually responsible for all conse- 
quences. 

Now, let us get at the true cause which precipitated this mob. The 
distinguished representative of the Chinese Government has under- 
taken to suppress apparently or ignore the actual origin, and the dis- 
tinguished Senators trom Ohio and Vermont and New York have each 
ignored the spark that caused the conflagration. They have failed to 
get at the actual cause that brought this mob into existenee and this 
terrible dealing with these Chinese. Whataas it? On page 13of this 
document I read from the testimony of Mr. O. C. Smith, postmaster at 
Rock Springs: 

About 9 o’elock in the forenoon on the day mentioned word was brought to 
me that there was trouble in No.6 mine between white and Chinese miners. I 
immediately started to walk there. Half a mile this side of No.6 mine I found 
about thirty white miners sitting on the railroad track. About half of them had 
guns in their hands. I inquired what it meant, and they said there had been a 
fight in the mine between two white men and some Chinese miners about a 
room; that the white miners and Chinese had been hurt. [ advised them all 
to go back and go to work, &e. 

Now, I read from the testimony of Mr. James H. Dickey, from whom 
I have quoted before, on page 15: 


The first thing that attracted my attention on that day— 

The 2d day of September, 1885— 
was when a Chinaman named Ah Lip came out of the mine and went to Mr. 
Francis’s house, he being a me boss, and requested him to go into the mine and 
settle some troublethere. Mr. Francis asked him, ‘“‘ What is the matter?” Li 


said, ** The white miners want to fighttheChinamen.” Mr. Francis went wit 
him to the pit. Mr. Francis told me that Mr. Evans— 


A pit boss, I suppose— 


had marked off four rooms in No. 5 entry,two for Chinese miners, and Isaiah 
Whitehouse and William Jenkins went to work in two of the rooms,and the 
first day putin ashotand leftit, not going back that day, but did so the next morn- 
ing, September 2. On this day the Chinamen went to the rooms that had been 
assigned to them the day before, and fired the shot that Whitehouse had put in 
the day before. When he went to the room and found the Chinamen at work 
the difficulty took place, the Chhhamen claiming that the pit boss had 
the room tethem. The two white miners beat the Chinamen in a terrible man- 
ner. This took place about 8 o'clock a.m. I saw them taking the wounded 
Chinamen on a buckboard over toward their nouses. 

About half past 8 o'clock I saw the white miners come out of the mine and go 
to Rock Springs, about forty-five men all told. No. 6 mine is about half a mile 
from Chinatown. 


I now quote from Ralph Zwicky, pages 16 and 17: 


In the forenoon of September 2 our clerk reported from No. 6 mine that a 
fight had taken place in the mine between white and Chinese miners; that sev- 
eral Chinamen had been seriously hurt, and that the men were all leaving the 
mines. 


On page 17 he says: 


The immediate cause of the riot was the occupation of two rooms by Chinese 
which white miners claimed had been given to them by Foreman Evans and 
Pit Boss Brookman. As the Chinese would not vacate the roomsa en- 
sued, in which many white minerstook part. Asthe statement of the parties con- 
nected with the affair is contradictory, and my knowledge is based upon hear- 
say, | would respectfully refer to the testimony given before the Government 
directors. My belief, however, is that there was no intention of defrauding 
white miners or of favoring Chinese, but that there was a misunderstanding of 
the orders by Evans and Brookman. 

A remoter cause of the riot was the importation of Chinese miners during the 
summer and non-employment of white men coming to town, The reason for 
this was the coal company feared a strike of white miners, and to prevent this 
introduced more Chinamen, All white miners belonging to Rock Springs had 
work at good wagea, 

The grievances of white miners adduced to have led to the riot are favoritism 
of the Chinese against white men by pit bosses and officials of the coal com- 
pary. Of this I have no personal knowledge, except that one boss, McBride 





Their firm, the masters of these imported hire- 
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that he sold rooms. I would again refer to the testimony before the a : 
ment directors, 

Now, Mr. President, take the press account, on page 23 of this ; 
document. I will not take time to read the whole of it, but it is 
stantially the same. Now take the white laborers’ 
in the report on page 22. They say: 

1, They have been robbed of their rights by being tarned out of the 
the mine and Chinese put into the same. 

2. They have been madeto work where Chinese would not work 

3. Their places have been bought by Chinese giving as far as $106 | 
boss for the same 

4. They have been robbed by false weights being used to weigh thei, . 

5. They have been discharged because they refured to vote for Mrs. Tj 
school superintendent. . 

6. They have been compelled to buy their goods of Beckwith, Qui) 
when they could have procured them cheaper else where. 


These are some of the grievances of the foreiguers there called 
*“‘whites.”” Now, let us see what the Chinese have to say for them. 
selves. On page 32 the Chinese say—Chinese laborers now: 

1. The Chinese had been for a long time employed at the same work as 
white men. While they knew that the white men entertained ji) {. 
toward them, the Chinese did not take any precautions to guard aga 
sudden outbreak, inasmuch as at notime in the past had there be: 
or fighting between the races. 

Mark, they say this “sudden outbreak.”’ 

2, On the 2d day of September, 1835, in coal-pit No. 6, the white men attacked 
the Chinese. That place being quite a distance from Rock Springs, very few 
Chinese were there. As we did notthink that the trouble would extend to Rock 
Springs, we did not warn each oiher to prepare for flight. 

3. Most of the Chinese living in Rock Springs worked during the daytime 
the different coal mines, and consequently did not hear of the fight at ; 
No.6, nor did they know of the armed mrob that had assembled in ‘ \\ 
men'stown.’’ When 12 o'clock came everybody returned home from his | 
of work tolunch. As yet the mob had not come toattack the Chinese: a ¢; 
number of the latter were returning to work without any apprehensic 
danger. 

4. About 2 o'clock the mob suddenly— 


Mark the language—‘‘suddenly ’’— 


made their appearance for the attack, The Chinese thought thatthey had only 
assembled to threaten, and that some of the company's officers would come to 
disperse them. 

What is that they thought? That some of the company’s officers 
would come to disperse them, that some of their masters would come to 
demand obedience of their co slaves and co-serfs. There was their re- 
liance—not upon the laws and power of the United States or of the Ter- 
ritory of Wyoming, but upon their Jords and masiers who had imported 
them there and who doubtless if the truth were known had engaged to 
protect them. They did not go there under the authority and protec- 
tion of the United States. 

Most of the Chinese, acting upon this view of the matter, did not gather up 
their money or clothing, and when the mob fired at them they fled precipitate!) 
Those Chinese who were in the workshops, hearing of the riot, stopped work 
and fled in their working clothes, and did not have time enough to go home 
to change their clothes or to gather up their money. What they had left 
home was either plundered or burned. 

5. None of the Chinese had fire-arms or any defensive weapons, nor was t)ere 
any place that afferded an opportunity for the erection of a barrieade that in. 
impede the rioters in their attack. The Chinese were all like a herd of frigit- 
ened deer that let the huntsmen surround and kill them. 

6. All the Chinese had on the Ist of September bought from the company a 
month’s supply of provisions and the implements necessary for the mining o! 
coal. This loss of property was therefore larger than it would be later in the 
month. 

There is their grievance. Now you have the cause of it. Here are 
hirelings, serfs, slaves of this corporation and its subordinate monopoly, 
brought from Europe, from China, from the Eastand the West, and put 
down there in an isolated, distant place beyond the power and authority 
practically of the police and civil and criminal officers of the United 
States, the company to take care of them. The Chinese looked to the 
company for protection, not asking for any policcoflicers, not askin ‘or 
any soldiers to be stationed there, asking no protection of the United 
States, but. looking simply and solely to their masters who hai eu: 
ployed them for protection. They get into a quarrel, into a contention, 
in a mine, the fault of one of their subordinate bosses, a pit boss hay'. 

i to Chinamen and Europeans the same reoms in mine No. © 
They get into a fight there. Nobody was apprehending any riot. 
nutice or warning was given to the Territorial authorities, no notice 
warning of any kind was given to the United States authorities, no 
to the officials of any kind, none even to the company. ‘The Chine 
say they thought the company’s oflicers would come and disperse th -e 
other fellows, They got into this fight. They leit the mines, an‘: 
mob was the result, and damage was done; and the distinguished 5.1 
ators from Ohio and Vermont and New York ask the tax-paying peo} 
of the United States to come up and put down the money to pay (m- 
ages that these serfs and hirelings sustained at the hands of ther 
brother serfs and hirelings. > ade ; 

Wehave thefacts. Where is the law that creates any liability? Upon 
what principle of international law can any liability be imposed upon 
the tax-payers of the United States? Ichatlenge the gifted and distin- 
guished Senator from New York in charge of the bill to quote a solitary 
writer on international law to show liability on the part of the United 
States Government for theseacts. 1 chatlenge him to quote any author 
ity on this question. Itisnot in the books; it is notin reason; it is Dot 
in common sense; it is not in honesty; it is not in Christianity. 
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What are the general principles which govern foreiguers resident in the | 


eu 


United States upon our soil. Lr 
States to any foreign citizens residing or traveling in the United States ? 
task the distingutshed Senator from New York in charge of the bill to 
show what are the obligations of the United States to foreigners travel- 
ing in this country. 1 say, and I ask his critic ism of it, that the gen- 
eral principle is this: The Government of the United States is bound 


to extend to foreigners temporarily residing, transient, engaged in busi- 


What are the obligations of the United | had the fuss down in mine } 


pess inside the territorial limits of the United States the same remedies | 


for the redress of wrongs and the enforcement of rights as are extended 
io our own citizens. I say there is not a writer in the whole line of 
writers upon international law who will go further than I have stated. 
If we extend to foreigners residing here and traveling in our country 
the rights, privileges, and immunities extended to our own citizens we 
have discharged every obligation of international law and comity, of 
religion and Christianity. 

Have we done that in thiscase? Has the United States Government 
extended to these Chinese every right, privilege, and immunity it would 
extend toits own citizens? Thatis the question. The burden of proof 
isupon the claimants. Where is there one particle of evidence that 
they have adduced toshow that the United States Government has not 
extended to the Chinese every right, every remedy, and every immu- 
nity that would be extended to any citizen of the United States? Let 
ns examine that, for I want to be exactly correct. On page 1 of the 
President's message the President says: 

Every effort has been made by this Government to prevent these violent out- 
breaks, and to aid the representatives of China in their investigation of these 
outrages; and it is but just to say that they are traceable to the lawlessness of 
men not citizens of the United States engaged in competition with Chinese la- 
borers. 


On page 2 he says: 


Inthe investigation of the Rock Springs outbreak and the ascertainment of | 


the facts on which the Chinese minister’s statements rest, the Chinese represent- 
atives were aided by the agents of the United States, and the reports submitted 
having been thus framed and recounting facts within the knowledge of wit- 
nesses on both sides, possess an impartial truthfulness which could not fail to 
give them great impressiveness,”’ 

On page 19 of the same executive document we find that there was 
acoroner’s jury impaneled. It made its reports. They may be crit- 
icised and burlesqued; I will deal with them in a few moments. Read 
Mr. Bee’s interview on pages 27 and 28,which seems to have been cop- 
iedinthis document as testimony. In addition to the coroner’s jury a 
grand jury was impaneled, and I will read that first, on page 27: 

We have diligently inquired into the occurrence at Rock Springs on the 2d 
day of September last, and though we have examined a large number of wit- 


nesses, no one has been abie to testify to a single criminal act committed by any 
known white person that day. 


Now, mark it; here is the machinery of government in full operation, 
a coroner’s jury impaneled and an inquest held. Anybody was at lib- 
erty to come and testify before that coroner’s jury and give information. 


It was the duty of the officers and persons in charge of these laborers | 


to give the information. The very next month, on October 7, a grand 
jury wasimpaneled. They summoned before them witnesses, and they 
could not find a single witness to testify to a single criminal act com- 
mitted by any known white person on thatday. The Chinese minister 
and representatives are disposed to criticise this. They have made 
charges which they have not offered one particle of evidence to sustain. 
Mr. Bee in this interview says, on page 28: 


To show you what sort of a grand jury that must have been, I will simply 


state that I myself have nine affidavits of railroad employés, merchants, and | 


superintendents of the mine, who saw every house fired from first to last. 


_Now, mark you, the agent and representative of the Celestial Em- 
pire himself has in his hands the sworn affidavits of competent wit- 
nesses to establish certain facts connected with this transaction. 


I told Duited States District Attorney Campbell, who was especially deputized 
by the Attorney-General to investigate the massacre, that if he would guaraniee 
proper protection I would furnish him Chinese witnesses who could identify 
every white in the assault. Hesaid he would attend to the matter, an: 
let me know. then went off to Evanston, and I have never seen or heard 
from him since, There was no attempt on the part of the prosecuting officers 
to indict; they did not want any indictments returned, thanks to the reign of 
terror. You must remember that these Chinese and white miners have been 
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Isaiah Whitehouse, the very individual with whom the Chinaman 
No. 6 over one of the ro $ 

Now continued Colo b { ma ‘ an , 
oted Mormon, and a member of the | cisiat 

We here see that the only | s who had the evider toe in- 
dictments to be found were th ithorities of 1 road company or 
its officials, who knew these parties, and the representatives of the Chi- 
nese Government. Where was Colonel Bee when that grand jury was 
in session? Why did he not go there and present lidavits be 
fore that grand jury and why did he not | i ibpcenaed ? 
What steps have the Chinese taken under tl , l criminal 3 
of the United States to bring these murderers and robbers and eves 
and plunderers to justice in the courts of the 7 tory Not o1 ) 
Oh, no; they throw themselves back upon their reserved rights, as y 
think, upon the Government of the United States hey 1 ) 
purse of the tax-payers of the United States, thinking i easier for 
them to get redress by appealing to the sentimentalism of the disti 
guished Senator from New York and his confréres, appealing to tl 
erality, their generosity. No, they have not taken one solitary step 
The courts are open to them. Every Chinaman there whose prope 
was destroyed has an adequate remedy in the « ts of th ; 
the same remedy he would have were he a native-born citizen of t 
United States. The courts, with criminal t | 


force the laws against criminals, murde1 
equally to the Chinese as to our ow 
We have done all that could be ey 


kpected of us il mob v 1 
den, unexpected. It was not anticipated by the Chinese, and 
anticipated by a solitary living individual who had any power or au 






thority under the lawsof the United States or of that Territory. Ther 
was no warning and there could be no preventive measnres taken. It 
| was sudden and unexpected to everybody. What did our Governm 

do? At once the army was sent there. Officers were sent t! Chey 
went to the Chinamen who had been frightened from their work and 
took them back and put them to work. They immediatly suppressed 
every possible disturbance. Peace reigned supreme from the nx ni 
it was possible for the United States to rush soldiers there. There was 
no police force, there was no United States marshal, there was no sherilf 
of the county. It was a sparsely settled country. It was impossibl 
for the civil authorities to get together a force to suppress a disturbance 
of that kind. The United States immediately sent troops there, and 
did all that any government on the face of the earth would do. It did 
more than China would have done under the same circumstan 

We have extended to these Chinese for the redress of their grievance 
and the enforcement of their rights, every right, privilege, and immu 
nity afforded by the United States to our own citizens. What more 





| of grievances. 


can we do? What more ought we to do? 


sue their remedies in the courts of the Territory for damages, for redress 


Che Chinese there can put 


It is the duty of every Chinaman who has any personal 

| knowledge of a felony having been committed upon his own property 
or person, or upon that of any of his confréres there, his co-slaves, to give 
information to the proper officers, to have the guilty party arrested, and 
to have criminal process issued against him. It is his duty to do it 
| Living under the laws of the United States he mustobserve them. It 
| is just as much his duty to do it as it is that of any American citizen. 
These remedies are open to them, and not only that, but we afford 


them a right and a privilege which is not accorded to any citizens of 
the United States or the citizens of any other favored nation. They 
seem to have been the particular objects of the love and care of th 
United States Government. They can go into the United States c 
for the redress of their grievances and the enforeement of their rights 
in cases where the citizens of the United States themselves can not go 
What more can the United States dothan has been done in 
The distinguished Senator from Vermont spoke about a year hay 
elapsed and nobody having been brought to punishment. T 


this case ? 


ihis mop 


| oniy occurred on the 2d day of last September. 


working together for the last eight years, and are a trifle more than familiar | 


with each other's countenances. All the white miners as well as the Chinese 
were paid off by an American firm, and the head of that concern, as well as two 
or three clerks, could have identified every one of the rioters. 

Whatever may have been committed,” say the jurors, ‘the perpetra- 
tors thereof have not been discovered.” Now, to expose the falsity of the state- 
ment, let me tell you what took place before the Government railroad directors, 
a A. Hanna, of Cleveland, Ohio; E. P. Alexander, of Augusta, Ga., and Judg 

- W. Savage, of lowa. Whient these gentlemen began their investigations ley 
desired the evidence of Chinese witnesses, and requested me to furnish svc: 
Witnesses. They assured me that the Chinamen should be 
fag their 


Tite bee ~ protected whil: gi 
an ced t itnesses. 
Seatien ony, en p u witnesses 


= 


The first Chinaman 


Describing him, was asked by Judge Savage— 
bow be theeuton his head. The Chinaman said he was struck on the head 


he started to run away,and wasshot. J Savage then said: “Can you rec- 

who struck you on the ?” and the answer was prompt and 
$ ee I have known him a time.” “ Can you give his 
then ,and the witness then replied: ‘* Isaiah Whitehouse.” 


Dame?” was 


and knocked senseless, and after he recovered consciousness | 


Mr. President, you can point all over this country, a country 


and order, of peace and justice, of right and Christianity—you can point 
all over thiscountry to mobs. They are almost inseparable from any 
system of governmental administration. You can point to hundreds 


r 


of them where no guilty man was ever indicted or broug 
ment, and where no reparation was ever made for the 


ht to punish- 


property 





ac- 


stroyed. The law was open, the parties injured had their remedies, 
and never thought of appealing to the United States for redre 
The Senator from Ohio | Mr. SHERMAN | spoke about the mob at Pitts- 


burgh and theState of Pennsylvania being responsible. 
been Chinese who had been damaged by that mob of A 
would they not have had the same rights and rem 
of Pennsylvania that the citizens of that State had ? 
Chinese in Wyoming Territory have every right, privilege, and immu- 
nity that any citizen of the United States has there, and if the laws of 
Wyoming provide compensation for property destroyed by mobs they 
can secure that compensation and reparation. They have the same 
rights, and they have no more right to come here than any citizen of 
the United States who suffered from a mob would havea right to come 
here and ask for reparation. 

I will read from the admirable letter of Secretary Bayard to the Chi- 


had 
merican Citizens, 
lies against the State 

Certainly. These 


muppet eit 
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nese minister the portions of it which I have not read. 
Bays: 

As you are aware, in the States of the Union, and also in the organized Ter- 
ritories and in the District of Columbia, where the Government of the nation 
has its Federal seat,the conservation of the public peace is committed to the 
local authorities, and crimes of violence involving the lives and safety of the 
property of individuals are held to be in violation of the peace, and in deroga- 
tion of the local laws and jurisdiction. This violation constitutes the criminality 
which the police of the community seeks to prevent by all rational precautions 
and which the law is intended to punish. 

Violent assaults and homicides in newly-settled countries are very frequent 
and in proportion as the social elements are incongruous and the organization 
of police and judiciary is inchoate and imperfect. 

he Government of the United States, opening its vast domain so freely to 
actual settlers, has extended the scope and power of the Constitution and laws 
over the Territories, by confiding to their local Legislatures and government the 
duty and power of maintaining order, preserving the public peace, and punish- 
ing infractions thereof. In this respect the local authority and responsibility is 
in practice as self-contained in a Territory as in a State. 

Moreover, this local authority and responsibility is applied to and affects all 
inhabitants alike. Before the lawalien and native are equal. Your note, how- 
ever, intimated rather than argues the existence of special and peculiar re- 
sponsibility in respect of the Chinese in our midst. By argument and analogy 
you seek to show that a singular and exceptional obligation rests upon the 
United States toward Chinamen, correspondentand reciprocal to the contractual 
obligations of China in respect of citizens of the United States resorting thither. 


On page 67, he says: 


The Chinese subjects now in the United States are certainly accorded all the 
rights, privileges, immunities, and exemptions which pertain to the citizens and 
subjects of the most favored nation, as is provided in the second article of the 
treaty. 

« 


On page 63 he 


> . * * * . 


The same laws are administered by the same tribunals to Chinese subjects as 
to American citizens, save in one respect, wherein the Chinese alien is the more 
favored, since he has a right of option in selecting either a State ora Federal 
tribunal for the trial of his rights, which in many cases is denied for residential 
causes to our own citizens; and he may even at will remove his cause from a 
State to a Federal court. 


He is a highly privileged individual, possessing under our laws and 
treaty, rights and privileges not enjoyed by the noblest citizen of this 
country. 


Thus, I find in the public press the announcement that Wing Hing. on behalf 
of himself and others, Chinese subjects, has lately brought suit in the United 
States circuit court to recover $132,000 from the city of Eureka, Humboldt 
County, California, for loss of property by the action of a mob in February of 
last year. A citizen of that State would have been compelled to resort to a 
State tribunal, without appeal beyond the jurisdiction of the State, whereas the 
Chinese plaintiff in question can carry his case on appeal to the Supreme Court 
at Washington, thus divesting his rights from all adverse chance of local preju- 
dice. 

I think you will thus recognize,in the same frank spirit as animates your 
note, that none of the protection intended by the law for our own citizens is 
withheld from your countrymen, but that,on the contrary, they possess note- 
worthy advantages in the choice of forum or the removal of their cause, of 
which many of our citizens are deprived. 

The provision of an organized and in some cases privileged forum excludes 
the idea of direct recourse by the alien to other means of obtaining justice or 
redress, Your note argues that direct recourse to administrative or executive 
settlement is open to citizens of the United States in China,and instances are 
cited te show this. Surely,this rather proves that to the alien in China no such 
judicial forum is secured as to aliens in the United States. 

The extraterritorial tribunals established for their own citizens or subjects 
by all the powers in treaty relations with China are,in principle and from the 
reason of the thing, incompetent to adjudicate questions touching the liability 
of China to aliens. 


On page 69 I read: 


The doctrine of the non-liability of the United States for the acts of individu- 
als committed in violations of its laws is clear as to acts of its own citizens, and 
« fortiori in respect of aliens who abuse the privilege accorded them of resi- 
dence in our midst by breaking the public and infringir g upon the rights 
of others, and it has been correctly and euthevitatively laid down by my prede- 
cessors in office, to whose declarations in that behalf your note refers. To that 
doctrine the course of this Government furnishes no exception. 

On page 70 he says: 

That the power of the National Government is pee and efficiently exer- 
cised whenever occasion unhappily arises therefor you have justly acknowl- 
edged,and it has been abundantly shown. The conditions under which this 
power may be applied are not always clear and are sometimes very difficult. 
Causes growing out of the peculiar chonnhaiaien and habits of the Chinese im- 
migrants have induced them to segregate themselves from the rest of the resi- 
dents and citizens of the United States and to refuse to mingle with the mass ot 
population as do the members of other nationalities, As a consequence, race 
prejudice has been more excited against them. 

No measures can be devised to meet the problem which do not take this state 
of things into account, nor can they be effective if they do not contemplate the 
exercise of authority where it is competent to afford protection, for these meas- 
ures have only for their object to secure to the Chinese the same ts as other 
foreigners of the most favored nation enjoy, not superior or special rights, For 
Chinese labor is not alone repugnant to the local communities; from many 
quarters of the land comes the same cry—the conflict of different alien laborers 
and the oppression of the weaker by the stronger. There can and should be no 
discrimination in applying punitive measures to all infractions of law. And so, 
too, with preventive measures, What will protect a Hungarian or Italian con- 
tract laborer in Pennsylvania or a Swedish “non-union” man in Ohio is equally 
applicable to a Chinaman on the Pacific coast, 


We have done everything in the world that could be required of us 
as a nation, and there has been no neglect on the part of any official of 
the United States or of the Territory of Wyoming which would make 
the United States ible. 

Are we liable under treaty stipulations? The Senutor from Ohio in- 
timated that there was a liability by reason of treaty stipulations. The 
Senator from Vermont did the same, and also the Senator from New 
York, but not quite as broadly as the Senators from Ohio and Vermont, 
who seemed to think that there was some tion upon the 
United States by virtue of its treaty relations with 


I have before me all the treaties ever made with China. I «h.»)) ».. 
take time to read in full the passages to which I call attentioy T 
first treaty was made with China in 1844; an additional treaty was... 
in 1858; an additional one in 1868; and the last oné in 1880  <....... 
tary Bayard in his letter to the Chinese minister ‘gives an epitome of 
these treaties and the rights and privileges under them. The Presige,. 
in his message communicating this case to Congress says that we}... 
discharged our treaty obligations. What was the treaty of 1-44. 
have it before me. I have examined its provisions. I say that +) 
is not in the treaty of 1844 even the mention of the right of a Chip», 
in the United States. Why was thatomitted? Because the citizen , 
China had the same right under the liberal policy and principles f this 
great Government to come here that the citizens of any other country 
had. It was not a treaty for the protection of Chinese citizens in the 
United States; it was not a treaty for the recognition of the rights of 
Chinamen. 

We had already recognized to them all the rights and privileges a: 
corded to the citizens of any other nation. They needed no protection 
by treaty. But what was the tréaty? It was togive to American cit 
izensrightsinChina. That,andthatalone. They had no rights there- 
they werealiensand heathens—aliens from the commonwealth of ( 
heathens to her institutions, without mercy and without hope accord- 
ing to their theory. That treaty gave to citizens of the United States 
limited rights to reside at the five Chinese ports. That was about al] 
They could engage in commerce there, and we had the authority to send 
ministers and consulsthere. The mode of paying the tariff duties wa 
pointed out. I now read from Article XVII: 

Citizens of the United States residing or sojourning at any of the po 
to foreign commerce shall enjoy all proper accommodation in obtaining 
and places of business, or in hiring sites from the inhabitants on which to con- 
struct houses and places of business, and also hospitals, churches, and cemete- 
ries. The local authorities of the two governments shall select in co: 
sites for the foregoing objects, having due regard to the feelings of th 
in the location thereof. 

Here was what? Every American citizen going to China was to hay: 
due regard to the feelings and prejudices, the likes and dislikes of that 
race of people. They could not go and settle where they chose; they 
did not grant them any such privilege; they could only go where the, 
were permitted to go. Article XIX provides that— 

All citizens of the United States in China, peaceably attending to the 


being placed on a common footing of amity and good-will with subjects « 
China, shall receive and enjoy, for themselves and everything appertaining to 
them, the special protection of the local authorities of government, wlio sha 
defend them from all insult or injury of any sort on the part of the Chines 
If their dwellings or property be threatened or attacked by mobs, incendiaries 
or other violent or lawless persons, the local officers, on requisition of the « 
sul, will immediately dispatch a military force to disperse the rioters, and will 
rene the guilty individuals, and punish them with the utmost rigor of the 
aw. 
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There are various other provisions here, but I wish to call th en- 
tion of the, Senator from New York to a special provision in the twenty- 
sixth article of that treaty. I have tried to make a distinction betwee 
mob violence committed within the territorial limits of the Unit 
States by the citizens of one foreign country upon citizens of anoth 
foreign country. The Senator from New York, the Senator from Ohio, 
and the Senator from Vermont, have all said that it made no difference, 
that we had the same obligations imposed upon us regardless of whethe: 
the mob force were citizens of the United States or foreigners passing 
through the country. In other words, they have stated the doctrine to 
be, and it would practically be, that if an English lord, with a host of 
servants, twelve or fifteen in number, should go out into some part o! 
the Western country and there meet a Chinese official of high rank 
with his escort of sesvants, and they should get into some little dispute 
over a game of cards or a bottle of whisky, or some trivial matter 
and the Chinese should whip the English and kill them and ro} them 
of their property, we are responsible to the English nation, and i! the 
Englishmen killed the Chinese or destroyed their property we «re res: 
ponsible to the Chinese nation. 

I assert that there is no such principle in international law. | 4 
sert that there is no such precedent to be found in the recorded aural 
of civilized nations, and I challenge the production of a solitary oue. 
I say when we furnish to foreigners traveling in this country, not «t- 
izens of the country, not coming here for citizenship, the same r/ts 
privileges, and immunities to go into our courts, redress their eriev- 
ances and enforce their rights as to our own citizens, we have discharged 
every obligation that can rest upon any civilized Christian nation. | 
repudiate the doctrine asserted by these distinguished Senators that the 
tax-payers of the United States can be made responsible for the ma- 
licious, tortious, vindictive acts of bands of foreigners traveling 0)" 
our soil and in collision and doing damage to each other. 

Now, let us see what the Chinese thought of this question. [ rea’ 
the twenty-sixth article of the treaty of 1844. The Chinese are one 0! 
the oldest nations of people now existing. They have had experience 
in diplomacy. It has never yet been learned that any nation pot the 
advantage of the Chinese in atreaty. Let us see what they provice 
in the twenty-sixth article of the treaty: 

For injuries done to the citizens or the commerce of the United States by any 


foreign Chinese Government will not hold itself bound to make repara- 
tion. er iitne merchent vessels of the United States, while within the waters 
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over which the Chinese Government exercises jurisdiction, be plundered by rob- | 


bers or pirates, then the Chinese local authorities, civil and military, on receiv- 
ing information thereof, will arrest the said robbers or piraies, and punish them 
according to law, and will cause all the propenty which can be recovered to be 

laced in the hands of the nearest consul, or other officer of the United States, to 
be by him restored tothetrue owner. Butif. by reason of the extent of territory 
and numerous population of China, it should, in any case, happen that the rob- 
bers can not be apprehended, or the ow only in part recovered, then the 
Jaw will take its course in regard to the local authorities, but the Chinese Gov- 
ernment will not make indemnity for the goods lost. 

The Chinese were smart enough then to establish what has always 
been international law upon such a question, and to insert in that treaty 
an express provision of non-liability for acts precisely like this. 

The treaty of 1858 I have before me. So far as the rights of the Chi- 
nese are concerned it does not touch them. It makes no provision for 
the rights of Chinese in the United States; it is only an extension of 
the rights and privileges granted to American citizens in China. | 
refer to Articles XI, XII, XXIV, XXV, and XXIX. I come now to 
the treaty of 1868, and refer to Articles IV, V, VI, VII of that treaty. 
That is the first treaty that mentioned the right of a Chinaman in the 
United States. It is the first treaty that grants to Chinese in the 
United States any rights or privileges whatever. Why? Because they 
had all rights and privileges before, but there were special things pro- 
vided for in the treaty of 1868 for Chinese as well as for citizens of the 
United States. Sr 

Now I come to thetreaty of 1880. The treaty of 1880 was restrictive. 
The treaty of 1868 was a partial restriction, but the next treaty, that of 
1880, was a restrictive treaty. It took from the Chinese in the United 
States the privileges and immunities which they had enjoyed with the 
citizens of all other nations up to that time. It was not a granting of 
additional privileges to them, and there is not one solitary word in that 
treaty which makes the UnitedStates liable. The only article that the 
Chinese minister quotes is Article III, which is as follows: 

IgChinese laborers, or Chinese of any other class, now either permanently or 
temporarily residing in the territory of the United States, meet with ill-treatment 
at the mands of any other persons, the Government of the United States will ex- 
ert all its power to devise measures for their protection, and to secure to them 
the same rights, privileges, inmmunities,and exemptions as may be enjoyed by 
the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation, and to which they are enti- 


tled by treaty. 

We have extended to them the remedies, and they have the remedies 
yet. They can go there as the citizen of the most favored nation can go 
and they can bring their suits in the Territorial courts. They can go 
as citizens of the United States can not go. They can go as the citizens 
of no other nation on earth can go. They can bring their suits in the 
United States courts, and if they bring them in the Territorial courts 
then they can take them by change to the Federal courts. We have 
given them more than the treaty contemplates. 

There is no treaty obligation; there is no international obligation. 
Is there any general obligation? ‘The President in his message states 
the position fully as to the general liability of the United States. He 
says: 

Bat when he— 

Referring to the Chinese minister— 


But when he goes further, and, taking as his precedent the action of the Chi- 
nese Government in past instances where the lives of American citizens and 
their er in China have been endangered, argues a reciprocal obligation 
on fore the United States to indemnify the Chinese subjects who suffered 
at 


it became necessary to meet his argument and to deny most 
em y conclusions he seeks to draw as to the existence of such a lia- 
bility and the right of the Chinese Government to insist upon it. 

I refer to what I have already read from the letter of Mr. Bayard on 
page 69, in which he says that to that doctrine—the doctrine of non- 
hability of the Government—the course of this Government furnishes 
no exception. 

I shall not stop at the authority of the President of the United States 
and Secretary Bayard, distinguished and able as they are. There was 
a day when the distinguished Senator from Vermont would not say 
“even this conservative administration.’? There was a day in the his- 
tory of this country when that distinguished jurist and able Senator, 
Hon. WILLIAM M. Evarts, of New York, undera Republican admin- 
istration, presided at the helm of the old ship of state and guided her 
destinies and proclaimed the principles that govern this the greatest of 
allcountries. It gives me pleasure to refer to the position and exposi- 
tion of the law then by that distinguished Secretary of State. I read 
from executive document, Foreign Relations, page 319: 
[Mr. Evarts to Chen Lan Pin.] 
é DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, December 30, 1890. 
You cama ie pone note, the desire that this Government shall extend pro- 


in Denver, and see that the guilty persons are arrested 
and punished and you add that— 


This is a quotation— 


“Tt would seem to be just that the owners of the property wantonly destroyed 
in some way, be compensated for their losses.” 


The identical language used in the very adroit note of the present 
minister to Secretary Bayard. 
It affords me— 


Says Secretary Evarts— 


pleasure to assure you that not only in Denver, but in every other part of the 
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United States, the protection of this Government will always be, as it alwavs 
has been, freely and fully given to the natives of China reside.vt in tne country, 
in the same manner and to the same extent as it is afforded to our own citizens, 
As to the arrest and punishment of the guilty persons who composed the mob 
at Denver I need only remind you that the powers of direct intervention on tne 
part of this Government are limited by the Constitution of the United States, 


On page 320, the then Secretary of State, Hon. William M. Evarts 
says: 





It seems superfluous to recall to your attention the fact, but too well attested 
by history, that on occasions, happily infrequent, often without motive in their 
inception, and always without reason in their working, lawless persons will 
band together and make up a force in the character of a mob of sufficient power 
and numerical strength to defy, for the moment, the denunciations of the law 
and the power of the local authorities. Such incidents are peculiar to no coun- 
try. Neither the United States nor China are exempt from such disasters, In 
the case now under consideration it is seen that the local authorities brought 
into requisition all the means at their command for the suppression of the mob, 
and that these means proved so effective that within twenty-four hours regular 
and lawful authority was re-established, the mob completely subdued, and many 
of the ringleaders arrested. 

Under circumstances of this nature when the Government has put forth every 
legitimate effort to suppress a mob that threatens or attacks alike the safety and 
security of its own citizens and the foreign residents within its borders, ] know 
of no principle of national obligation, and there certainly is none arising from 
treaty stipulation, which renders it incumbent on the Government of the United 
States to make indemnity to the Chinese residents of Denver, who in common 
with citizens of the United States, at the time residents in that city, suffered 
losses from the operations of the mob. Whatever remedies may be afforded to 
the citizens of Colorado or to the citizens of the United States from other States 
of the Union resident in Colorado for losses resulting from that occurrence, are 
equally open to the Chinese residents of Denver who may have suffered from the 
lawlessness of the mob. This is all that the principles of international law and 
the usages of national comity demand. 


Precisely what I have said. Iam gratified to know that every state- 
ment I have made in regard to international law and the comity of na- 
tions has long since been established and proclaimed and enforced by 
the distinguished Senator from New York while he was Secretary of 
State. 

This correspondence was not concluded under the administration of 
which the Senator from New York was the Secretary of State. It was 
pending when that administration went out of power and it was pend- 
ing when the “‘ plumed knight,’’ the distinguished statesman, the hon- 
orable James G. Blaine, of Maine, came in as Secretary of State as 
successor to the distinguished Secretary from New York. Here is an- 
other distinguished citizen of this country, representing the honor, the 
power, the dignity, and the glory of this great country as its chief ex- 
ecutive officer under the President. Let us see what he says: 

[Mr. Blaine to Chen Lan Pin.] 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washinglon, March 25, 1881. 
* * * 3 * 


I note with satisfaction the expressions of appreciation of the disposition of 
this Government toward that of China, and the subjects of China resident in the 
United States, which you sofrankly avow. I mustexpress my regret, however, 
that the views so clearly expressed by my predecessor in regard tothe question 
of liability of this Government to make pecuniary indemnity tothe Chinese suf- 
ferers by the occurrences at Denver, failed to commend themselves to your en- 
lightened judgment. Concurring, as I do, in the conclusions thus reached by 
Mr. Evarts, and conceiving the principle upon which they rest to be in conso- 
nance with public law and the universal practice of nations, I must insist that 
that principle is the one by which the obligations of this Government in regard 
to the incident in question are to be measured. After recounting the efforts put 
forth by the local authorities for the suppression of the riots (efforts that happily 
proved successful with only the loss of one life, although the mob numbered 
thousands), my predecessor thus states the rule: 

* * * * . * 

You observe with reference to these views, “ that it appears to you that trea- 

ties, as well as the Constitution, are the supreme law of this land.” 


He discusses that. Says Mr. Blaine further on: 


You will perceive that neither in this article, nor in any other part of the 
same treaty, is there any provision reciprocal with this with regard to subjects of 
China resident in the United States, and the reason for this must at once be ob- 
vious to your superior intelligence. 

That has heen the argument of the Senator from Ohio and the Sena- 
tor from Vermont, the reciprocal obligations of the United States and 
China; that because we claimed indemnity of China, therefore China 
has a right to claim indemnity of the United States. We claimed in- 
demnity of China by reason of treaty stipulations. Thereare no treaty 
stipulations with the United States in regard to Chinese citizens except 
to restrict them. There has never been a treaty agreed to that granted 
privileges to the Chinese that they did not already enjoy before. The 
treaties have been restrictive while the treaties on the part of China 
toward the United States have been to admit our citizens to rights never 
enjoyed before. Before the treaty of 1844 no American citizen could go 
to China and transact business there. Before that time any Chinaman 
could come to the United States and travel at free will and pleasure all 
over the United States. Mr. Blaine further says: 

No treaty stipulations are necessary to enable subjects of China to come to 
this country,take up their residence here, and pursue apy lawful business or 
calling. in common with the citizens or subjects of every country in the world 
who may choose to make their home in this Republic. The subjects of China, 
in respect to their rights and security of person and property, are placed under 
the protection of the laws of the United States in manner and measure equal to 
that extended to native citizens of this country, and that the Chinese residents 
of Denver at the time of the unfortunate occurrences now in question were in 
the enjoyment of this common protection of the law, is shown by the report of 
the Chinese consul, Mr. Bell, to you, a copy of which accompanies your note, 

There is the law laid down, and I say that there can be no question 
in the world of the non-liability of the United States upon this subject. 
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I wish now to read from Senator Evarts, on page 5441 of the Recon | 
of to-day. As Secretary of State of the United States, he repudiated | 


the idea of liability on the part of the United States either by reason ot | 
international law, international comity, or treaty stipulations. What 
does he say in his speech on yesterday? Tle says: 

This was a violence against the Chinese who were here in the peace of our 
laws, under our Government, under our Constitution, and under the late rela- | 
tions of almost the extreme of comity and concession which had been accorded | 
by the Chinese Government in accommodating to our occasions the treaty of | 
1880 in disparity from the Burlingame treaty. 


What was granted there? It was a restriction upon the Chinese | 
rights in the United States, and an extension of the rights of citizens 
of the United States in China. 

If it was a crime of imbecility and indifference on the part of authorities there, 
then those who represented the power of this great Government should them- 
selves have been punished and themselves removed from position. And thus 
in all relations that prevail botween nations we stand as the power responsible 
for the transaction, not in its origin, but for the transaction as it has been treated, 
or as it has proceeded since it occurred. 

The distinguished Senator undertakes to evade the responsibility and 
the force of his own very clear exposition of international law by say- 
ing that our responsibility was not because of the origin of this mob 
but because of subsequent events. I have stated all the facts con- 
nected with the transaction to show that nothing was done by the 
United States after the occurrence which can be charged as culpable or 
negligent—not one solitary thing. ‘The Senator from New York said 
further on yesterday: 


I have now to say but a word about the distinction between the relations be- 


tween this country and the Western powers, and the between thisand 


the Western powers and the Oriental, or, as they are generally called, non-Chris- 
tian nations. Between Great Britain and ourselves there is what we may call 
an absolute unity in the habits of government and administration of law; not 
merely that we have the same common law and the same system of trials of fact 
and of contro] of judicial matters; but we have the same habits of feeling, and 
we know exactly now far and how close may be the excesses that are possible 
in the administration of justice which will occur to the disgrace of its adminis- 
tration in any community for a moment or under extraord circumstances. 
So with the continental nations; we have the same religion, the same race, the 
same institutions, the same humanity, the same amenities, and we do not hesi- 
tate to understand that when our citizens or their subjects or citizens are in the 
country of another, we submit them and expect them to be submitted to the or- 
dinary fate that belongs to the administration of affairs as governing and pro- 
tecting the safety and security of the population. 

In our dealings with the Oriental or non-Christian nacions, including Turkey, 
we have never n willing to stand upon those footings. We have never been 
willing that our citizens, when sojourners in those countries, were to be treated 
as subject to their laws. Extraterritorial protection of our people in providing 
tribunals and methods of trial and protection have been insisted upon and are 
governed by our treaties. 


Now when it comes to a question between China and the United States, with 
this transaction present between them for observation and criticism and judg- 
ment of these two nations concerning this identical and in the judg- 
ment of all the nations of the world, how are we to meet this situation under 
this responsibility so direct of this Government, except to deal with it upon the 
same terms that we have insisted upon from those nations? We in advance 
have said, “‘ We will claim exemption and extraterritorial jurisdiction for our 
citizens in their rights and in their trials; we have refused that to you;” and 
now putting it upon a und of superiority in our laws, in our humanity, in 
our cultivation of all Christian and all benevolent relations, we ask you to re- 
ceive from us the cold answer of diplomacy that all le are safe here and 
the laws protect, and the laws punish, and the laws ! 

I confess profound astonishment at such utterances from the distin- 
guished Senator, a comparison of the Oriental and Western nations, a 
comparison of the United States with China and Turkey, a comparison 
of the United States with England, France, and other nations of Eu- 
rope where our citizens can travel at wiil and pleasure with perfect im- 
punity and perfect protection and enjoy the same rights, privileges, and 
immunities enjoyed by native citizens of the country in which they are 
traveling. But when it comes to China and Turkey hesays itis differ- 
ent. Why is it different? Hedoes not give the reason. It is because 
they exclude all nations from their territorial limits. Not until re- 
cently, even if now, have they come within international comity. Up 
to 1844 the Chinese nation never admitted the citizens of any foreign 
country to transact business in it, and it was not entitled to the amen- 
ities and privileges of international law. 

Every right and privilege enjoyed by the citizens of the United States 
and citizens of Euro countries in China has been wrested from that 
empire by force and treaty. It is notso with the United States. We 
have held this out as the country of the free, the land of the brave, the 
palladium of the world’s liberties and hopes. Every man has been in- 
vited to come here and under his own vine and fig tree worship Al- 
mighty God according to the dictates of his conscience and pursue the 
avocations of life as he chose: The Chinamen came here without any 
treaty rights, simply as citizens of the world. They erected their Joss 
temples upon Christian soil, and there with impunity they worshiped 
their wooden idols and They got no permission from the United 
States to erect their temples of worship. It is not so with citizens of 
the United States. They could not go to China and build a Christian 
church and worship the ever-living Ged as they chose. They could not 
go to China and build a residence where they chose. They could not 
xo to China and engage in the business they chose. 

They can not go there to-day and travel through China and do busi- 
ness there, becanse every right that is accorded toan American citizen 
Mm China is by virtue of treaty, and because when they violate that 
treaty we make them pay compensation. Then the pri is to be 
applied to the United States, and we are to be told that the United 
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States is to be responsible because of the reciprocal obligations exisij;, 
There is no reciprocity either in the facts or in the treaties—not one na, 
ticle, Mr. President. 

Why, then, is this case here? 


© par- 


If there is no obligation according to 


l¢Tea 
i0T 


here at all? It has been attempted to make the impression that th 
President of the United States and the Secretary of State have reeom 
mended it. I shall read from the message of the President upon this 
question. The President distinctly disavows any obligation by inter 
national law or treaty stipulations. I shall first read from Secretary 
Bayard and then from the President. Secretary Bayard also disayows 
any obligation of international law by treaty stipulations or by recip. 
rocal obligations, but he says on page 71: ; 
Yet I am frank to say that the circumstances of the ease now under consicte 
ation contain features which I am disposed to believe may induce the President 
to recommend to the Congress, not as under obligation of treaty or principe of 
international law, but solely from a sentiment of generosity and pit, F 
** Generosity and pity ’’— 
to an innocent and unfortunate body of men, subjects of a friendly power, w),, 
cone peaceably employed within our jurisdiction, were so shockingly outraged 
that in view of the gross and shameful failure of the police authorities at Rock 
Springs, in Wyoming Territory, to keep the , or even to attempt to kee 
the peace, or to make proper efforts to uphold the law, or punish the criminaj< 
or make compensation for the loss of property pet or destroyed, it ma 
reasonably be a subject for the benevolent consideration of Congress wheth« 
with the distinct understanding that no precedent is thereby created, or jija}i)- 
ity for want of proper enforcement of police jurisdiction in the Territories, the, 
will not, ex gratia, grant pecuniary relief to the sufferers in the case now before 
us to the extent of the value of the property of which they were so outrageous! 
deprived, to the grave discredit of republican institutions. 


The distinguished Secretary being importuned and reimportuned | 
the Chinese authorities, just as they importuned and reimportuned 
Secretary Evarts and Secretary Blaine, said, ‘‘ I will see if the President 
will not submit it to the compassion and the generosity and the pit) 
of Congress.’’ The President transmitted the case to Congress and 
said: 

I draw the attention of the Congress to the latter part of the note of the Scc- 
retary of State of February 18, 1886, in reply to the Chinese minister's represen- 
tations, and to invite especial consideration of the cogent reasons by which lh: 
reaches the conclusion that, whilst the United States Government is under») 
obligation, whether by the ress terms of its treaties with China or the prin- 
ciples of international law, to indemnify these Chinese subjects for losses cause! 
by such means and under the admitted circumstances, yet that in view of th: 

Ipable and discreditable failure of the authorities of Wyoming Territory to 

ring to justice the guilty parties or to assure tothe sufferersan impartial forun 
in which to seek and obtain compensation for the losses which those suhject- 
have incurred by lack of police protection; and considering further the entire 
absence of provocation or contribution on the of the victims, the Execu 
tive may be induced to bring the matter to the benevolent consideration of the 
Congress, in order that that body, in its high discretion, may direct the bounty 
of the Government in aid of innocent and peaceful strangers whose maltreat 
ment has brought discredit upon the country; with the distinct understanding 
that such action isin no wise to be held as a precedent, is wholly gratuitous 
and is resorted to in a spirit of pure generosity toward those who are otherwise 
helpless. 

In other words, this case is before Congress because the President 
and the Secretary of State importuned, denied any obligation and su)- 
mitted it to Congress for its compassionate consideration. ‘The dis- 
tinguished representative of the Celestial Empire has made an appeal 
which has won the heart and affection of the distinguished Senato: 
from Ohio, our distingui presiding officer. In remarks made b} 
him the other day he asked me to read the wondrously strong and 
touching appeal of that able and distinguished representative of tle 
Chinese people, and he talked about his quoting the Divine command, 
‘*Do unto others as you would have others do unto you.”’ ie 

Mr. President, I am willing to apply that principle. I am willing 
to apply it in this case. If we have American citizens upon Chinese 
soil and they there meet English citizens under the same rights and 
privileges of American citizens and those English citizens depredate 
upon American citizens and destroy their property I would never sanc- 
tion the United States asking compensation of China. The Senator 
from New York would not ask it. The Senator from Ohio, even though 
the tenderness of his heart was touched by the appeal of the Chinese 
minister, would not ask it. The persuasive eloquence of the Chinese 
minister would then be turned in a different direction. No Americ 
would think of asking compensation of the Chinese Empire for the ma- 
licious, vindictive, tortious acts of English citizens residing there under 
the friendly protection of the Chinese flag upon American citizens re- 
siding there likewise under the friendly protection of the Chinese flay. 

I am willing to extend to the Chinese in this case everything that 
international law and international comity, everything that treaty 
stipulations, everything that honor, everything that justice, that equity, 
that Christianity and our holy religion will justify; but I can not and 
will not consent that the Chinese Government shal! put its hands into 
the pockets of the tax-payers of the United States and take out $150,000 
and place it in the hands of those Chinamen who went to Rock Springs 
as slaves, and serfs, as hirelings, knowing that it was an exposed place, 
knowing that the jurisdiction and authority of the laws of the United 
States were weak there, and knowing that they were to displace and 
drive out white laborers who were engaged in the mines, and drive 
them out of occupation. I shal! not consent to pay for the depredations 
committed upon them by other hirelings of the same company not cit\- 
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zens of the United States; and even if they were citizens of the United 
States the United States would not be responsible. And, as I said be- 
fore, there is no principle of international law, there is no principle of 
treaty stipulation, there is no principle of our Christianity, there is no 
principle of justice or equity that will require this burden to be im- 
upon the people of the United States, and therefore I am opposed 

to the passage of this bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, order 
be engrossed for a third reading, and read the third time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let us have the yeas and nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to call | 
he roll. 
Mr. BROWN (when Mr. CoLquiti?’s name was called). My col- | 
league (Mr. CoLQuiTr] is paired with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. | 
(uLtoM]. I do not know how he would vote if he were present. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas (when his name was called). I am paired | 
on all questions with the Senator from Indiana [Mr. HARRISON]. I | 
do not know how he would vote, and I withhold my vote. 


“l to 


Mr. KENNA (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Sabin]. My colleague [Mr. CAMDEN] 
is paired with the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT]. 

Mr. CONGER (when Mr. PALMER’s name was called). My col- | 
league [Mr. PALMER] is paired with the Senator from North Carolina | 
[Mr. VANCE]. If my colleague were present, he would vote ‘‘yea.’”’ | 

Mr. VANCE (when Mr. Ransom’s name was called). My colleague | 
{Mr. RANSOM ] is paired with the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLE]. | 
i do not know how he would vote. 

Mr. McMILLAN (when Mr. SABIN’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. SABIN] is paired with the Senator from West Virginia [ Mr. 
KENNA]. If my colleague were here, he would vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER], but I am informed by his 
colleague that, if present, he would vote ‘‘yea.’’ Iwill therefore vote 

” 


Mr. VANCE (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. PALMER], but as his colleague has an- 
nounced that he would vote ‘‘ yea,’’ I will vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

Mr. WALTHALL (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLey]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. CULLOM. I am paired with the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
CotguitT]. I am not informed how he would vote. If I were at 
liberty to vote, I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. GORMAN. Iam paired generally with the Senator from Maine 
[Mr. Frye], but I am advised by his colleague that he, would vote 
**yea’’ on the passage of this bill. Therefore I vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Iam paired with the Senator from Nebraska 
{[Mr. MANDERSON]. I am not advised how he would vote if present. 
1 should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. CHACE. I am paired with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. | 
Gray]. If he were present, I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 10; as follows: 


——— 











YEAS—0. 
Allison, Fair, Morrill, Stanford, 
Blair, Gormar, Payne, Teller, 
Brown, Hale, Plumb, Vance, 
Call, Hearst, Pugh, Whitthorne, 
Conger, Hoar, Riddleberger, Wilson of Iowa, 
Dawes, Ingalls, Saulsbury, Wilson of Md. 
Edmunds, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Evarts, Mahone, Spooner, 
NAYS—10, | 
Beck, Coke, Harris, Vest 
Berry, Eustis, Maxey, 
Cockrell, George, Mitchell of Oreg,, 
ABSENT—36. 
Aldrich, Dolph, Jones of Nevada, Pike, 
Blackburn, e, Kenna, Platt, 
Bowen, Gibson, Logan, Ransom, 
: Gray, McPherson, Sabin, 
Camden, Ham " Manderson, Sawyer, } 
Cameron, Harrison, Miller, Sewell, 
Chace, Hawley Mitchell of Pa., Van Wyck, 
Colquitt, Jones of Arkansas, Morgan, Voorhees, 
Cullom, Jones of Florida, Palmer, Walthall. 
So the bill was passed. 


i 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate resume the consideration of 
the appropriation bill which was partially considered this morning. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the | 
Senator from Iowa. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 6392) making ap- 
Propriations for the diplomatic and consular service of the Government 
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1887, and for other purposes. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The reading of the bill will be pro- 
ied wit) P ‘po g p 


The Chief Clerk resumed the reading of the bill. The next amend- 
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ment of the Committee on Appropriations was, under the head of 
** Schedule A, salaries of ministers,’’ in line 48, to increase the appro 
priation for salaries of ‘‘chargés d'affaires ad inte and diplomatic 






officers abroad ’’ from $15,0 
The amendment was agreed to 


The next amendment was, in the appropriati 


of ‘‘interpreter to the legation and consulate-general in Bangkok, 
Siam,’’ from $500 to $800. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, in the a] outingent ex 
penses, foreign missions,’’ in line 97, after the word ** guards,”’ to strike 
out ‘‘and Arabic clerk at the consulate at Tangiers;’’ so as to make 
the clause read: 

For the purpose of enabling the President to provide, at the yr expense, 
all such stationery, blanks, re« id other books, seals, presses, flags, and signs 








as he shall think necessary f ‘veral legations in the transaction of their 
i legrams, furniture 
guards, dragomans 
id the compensat ix 
and for traveli 


Den 





messenrer ervice 
and porters, ir 
yn of dispatch 
ra id miscellaneo 

£105.000 


clerk-hire, compensation of cav 
compensation of interpreter, gu 
London, New York, and San 


penses of legations, and for prir 








f State 
The amendment was agreed 
The next amendment 

expenses of legations,’’ 


to. 
was, in the appropriation 
after line 109, to insert: 


tor ‘‘ miscellaneous 


For rent of legation buildings in Tokio, Japan, for the year ending March 15, 
1887, $3,400. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after line 112, to insert: 

For purchase of building and grounds for legation at Scoul, C ‘ i mairs 
upon the same, $5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike out from line 131 to line 135 in- 
clusive, as follows: 

To meet the necessary expenses attendant upon the execution of the neutrality 
act, to be expended under the direction of the President, pursuant to the require- 
ment of section 291 of the Revised Statutes, $15,000, or so much thereof as may 


be necessary. 
And to insert in lieu thereof: 
To enable the President to mect unforeseen emergencies arising in the diplo- 
matic and consular service, and to extend the commercial and other interests of 
the United States, to be expended pursuant to the requirement of section 291 of 
the Revised Statutes, $50,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary 
Mr. EVARTS. ‘The Secretary has read the latter clause asa substi- 
tute for the former, but it is not so regarded by the committee report- 
ing it. This is really a striking out of this clause providing for main- 
taining neutrality and substituting no provision for carryingit out. If 
the Secretary will read the next clause, perhaps that will be evident. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to suggest to the committee that under 
existing conditions of affairs all around it might be well to leave the 
clause at the foot of page 6 to stand and to add the elause at the top of 
age 7, which seems to be proposed to take its place. 
Mr. ALLISON. In response to the suggestion made by the Senator 
from New York, I will say that the committee intended the paragraph 


| as amended to cover both the special provision in respect to the entorce- 


ment of the neutrality acts and the additional provision which is found 
in the bill of last year, giving the Secretary of State a fund to meet 
unforeseen emergencies. Then we placed the whole of this provision 
under the requirements of section 291 of the Revised Statutes. Ifthe 
Committee on Foreign Relations think it better to leave the first para- 
graph stand and add the other I do not know that I should personally 
object, though I have no authority from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to yield to the suggestion. 

Mr. BECK. My understanding is that the language now used is 
the language that was thought by the State Department to cover every- 
thing. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will certainly not cover the neutrality act in 
the sense in which the clause stands at the foot of page 6, and in 
which it has always stood; and I am bound to say, with the informa- 
tion I have about the state of affairs, that I should be glad to give to 
the discretion of the President of the United States the $15,000 under 
the neutrality provision at the foot of page 6, and also give him ex- 
actly what the Committee on Appropriations has recommended at the 
top of page 7. A motion to strike out and insert is not divisible, I 
believe, but if there is any way of dividing the question—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
sent, 

Mr. BECK. The Senator will observe that in the law for the cur- 
rent fiscal year there is no provision as to the neutrality act, and we 
have simply added the words to make it more comprehensive. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But at the foot of page 6 there is a provision for 
expenses in enforcing the neutrality act which the committee propose 
to strike out, which I do not think, in view of all the circumstances ex- 
isting, ought to be done, while I entirely agree that the committee is 
correct in recommending what is at the top of page 7. 

Mr. ALLISON. For myself I am perfectly willing to let the para- 
graph of the House bill stand as it is, and to add the paragraph pre- 
sented by the committee. 


It may be done by unanimous con- 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask unanimous consent that that matter may be 
divided and that we take the question, first, on striking out the para- 
graph at the foot of page 6. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senatcr from Vermont asks the 
unanimous consent of the Senate that the amendment may be divided, 
80 as to take the vote, first, on striking out the clause from line 131 to 
line 135 inclusive, at the bottom of page 6. If there is no objection, 
that suggestion will be considered as agreed to. The question then is, 
first, on the motion to strike out the words at the foot of page 6. 

The motion was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question now is on the insertion 
of the words in Italics at the top of page 7, as follows: 


To enable the President to meet unforeseen emergencies arising in the diplo- 
matic and consular service, and to extend the commercial and other interests of 
the United States, to be expended pursuant to the requirements of section 291 of 
the Revised Statutes, $50,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Before the question is put on that I should 
like to have read section 291 of the Revised Statutes, so that I may know 
what I am voting on when I am asked to appropriate $50,000. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The section of the Revised Statutes 
referred to will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Src, 291. Whenever any sum of money has been or shall be issued, from the 
Treasury, for the purposes of intercourse or treaty with foreign nations, in pur- 
suance of any law, the President is authorized to cause the same to be duly set- 
tled annually with eres accounting officers of the Treasury, by causing the 
same to be accounted for, specifically, if the expenditure may, in his judgment, 
be mate pate ; and by making or causing the Secretary of State tomakea cer- 
tificate of the amount of such expenditure as he may think it advisable not to 
specify; and every such certificate shall be deemed a sufficient voucher for the 
sum therein expressed to have been expended. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I know that this comes from the sanctum 
sanclorum of the Committee on Appropriations: 


To enable the President to meet parm emergencies arising in the diplomatic 
and consular service, and to extend the commercial and other interests of the United 
States, to be expended pursuant to the ee of section 291 of the Revised Stat- 
utes, $50,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary. 

Now, sir, I should like to know if there be any reason why these 
italics should be put into this bill. It is easy to vote away $50,000. 
Section 291 does not provide in the way that this does. We are en- 
larging every year, doing these things year by year, seeming not to think 
of the possibility that it requires taxation to meet this kind of expendi- 
ture. Why should we say that an appropriation of $50,000 is made to 
enable the President to meet unforseen emergencies? We sometimes 
have what are called deficiency bills, and they hardly hold the De- 
partments or even the Executive in check. I can not vote for this, be- 
cause I think it is unjust to the tax-payers of this country. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed and continued to the end of the 
following clause from lines 153 to 161: 

Contribution to the maintenance of the international bureau of weights and 
measures for the year ending June 30, 1887, in conformity with the terms of the 
convention of May 24, 1875, the same, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
to be paid, under the direction of the Secretary of State, to said bureau on its 
certificate of apportionment, $2,270. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the Senator from Iowa what the object of that 
appropriation is, ‘‘ international bureau of weights and measures?’’ 

Mr. ALLISON. ‘There is an international bureau of weights and 
measures which meets once a year under a convention made in 1875, 
and each nation under that treaty is under obligation to contribute a 
portion annually to the expense. 

Mr. CONGER. What is the object of that convention? 

Mr. ALLISON. The object of it is to regulate weights and measures 
from time to time. 

Mr. CONGER. Where? 

Mr. ALLISON. Everywhere; to establish an international system of 
weights and measures, and to test weights and measures from time to 
time. It is a treaty obligation. 

Mr. CONGER. If I understand it, this is a bureau the main object 
of which is to introduce into this country the metrical system of weights 
and measures, and to do away, as far as they can work it along, with 
the old English measures and the measures of the common people of 
the United States. 

Mr. ALLISON. So far from that being the object, itis a very greatly 
controverted question now whether the English system of weights and 
measures is not the best, and I think the weight of authority is rather 
in favor of our present system. The object is to readjust the measures 
from time to time and make them in harmony, whether the metrical 
system shall be adopted by the nations or the system in vogue in this 
country now. 

Mr. CONGER. The result of it is to pay ont the money of the peo- 
ple of the United States, so far as I understand it, to make the United 
States a party to the bureau or convention or congress represented from 
the different nations in which the French metric system has a prepon- 
derance of representatives, and to aid that insidious, persistent, and 
attacking force in the United States which enters almost every bill 
where there is an opportanity and provides for unknown weights and 
unknown measures by name as the measures and the weights of the 
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people of the United States. It has crept in in one form and anothe- 
until running through our bills and our laws now, inadvertent! y an, 
without mach thought on the part of legislators I apprehend, but yo: 
without having caused some considerable alarm to people who desir. 
the old weights, the old measures, the old inch, the foot, and the roq 
and the rood, and all the forms which our ancestors have been aceyc. 
tomed to and which have become a part of the common languave of 
the country, are provisions for changing over to grammes and meters 
and kilometers and all that innumerable system of outlandish anq 
Frenchified and heathenish names which a certain body of people in 
the United States have been attempting from the time when Johy 
Quincey Adams made his celebrated report upon the propriety of pre- 
serving toan English-speaking people, as far as might be, in our Jaws 
the weights and the measures and the namesof those weights and meas. 
ures with which our people had been familiar in the Old World for a 
thousand years and in this country since the establishment of society 
here. P 

In one form or another there are continually efforts made by those 

who are insidiously attempting to ingraft upon our language and upon 

I 
our laws some of these Frenchified names and notions with which our 
people, thank God, are as yet unfamiliar; and I venture to say that 
there are not five Senators here, with all their diversified acquirements 
and knowledge both of language and of measures, who can understand 
and explain without time to refer to the tables and to the dictionaries 
the meaning of words which are now in our laws. Somebody may 
know what agramme is. [Laughter.] I see with what avidity some 
of my friends seize upon the word of corresponding sound which has 
reference more to the throat than to the measure. [Laughter. } 

_In bills which have been introduced during this session in the other 
House and which have received attention here there is that sly, insid- 
ious attempt to ingraft into our laws these foreign terms, foreign to our 
language, foreign to our knowledge, foreign to the customs and habits 
of thought of our people. There have been times when there has crept 
into the laws the authority of this Government to different Depart- 
ments of it to use entire the names of the metric weights and measures. 
I believe to-day a part of the business of this Government is carried on 
by the use of terms in weights and measures which not one out of nine 
hundred and ninety-nine of the people of the United States under- 
stand when they read the laws or read the accounts. Our medicines, 
our drugs are bought, mixed, and compounded by English-speaking 
Americans, and the accounts are made out and rendered in a language 
which without particular study no Senator would understand unless 
by the aid of an interpreter. 

Our laws have been thus doctored with through the assistance of a 
society instituted in this country for the purpose of fastening upon our 
people the metrical system of France, a system adopted in the days of 
the revolution, a system adopted when they made ten days a week and 
the Goddess of Reason the presiding genius over the nation in place of 
all religion and in place of all respect for the commonly received doc- 
trines of our fathers. These terms have from time to time, against the 
reports of the best men, the best statesmen, the most efficient account- 
ants, been ingrafted into the laws of the United States so as to permit! 
at least. substitution for English weights and measures of the metrical 
system or the system of some other people. 

In our laws to-day, so far have our lawmakers forgotten the necessity 
and propriety of adhering to our own methods of denomination of 
weights, of measures, of coins, of money, that our consuls abroad and 
our ministers in foreign countries are required not to send invoices oi 
amounts of value, or amounts of weight, or amounts of measure in the 
language of the people of the United States to our collectors, our ap- 
praisers, and our naval officers, to those who have to look over these 
invoices and these accounts, but our law has been so tortured and man- 
gled as to compel our own officers in foreign countries sending the lists 
and the values and the amounts as to require them to send them in 
the language of the country from which the goods are sent. It per- 
mits—and I have a feeling of thankfulness for some kind friend of 
American institutions and the American language who secured this 
much—it permits in brackets or in parentheses (which may be left out 
without obscuring the sense) the corresponding value of weight or 
measure in our own language. 

The utter absurdity of such a provision of law as that would be ap- 
parent to any one who looked at the invoices and the values coming to 
us from Japan and China and Corea and Madagascar, from the Hovans 
in the islands, from the Fiji land, from all over this great, round globe, 
a law that would compel information intended for our officers at the 
ports of entry to come to us in a foreign language. That is in the 
statutes; that is in the law. There has gradually crept in the com- 
pulsory use of these foreign terms of weights and measures and money 
denominations in our own dealings. ; 

It is not any new question that has sprung up. The subject was re- 
ferred years ago, more than half a century ago, to the most enlightened 
and intelligent and educated statesmen of the time, to a committee to 
consider; and making the report for that committee, John Quincy Ad- 
ams reported to the Congress that the use of these foreign terms was 
not only distasteful to an English-speaking people, but that it would 
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tend and did tend to create confusion and trouble in the minds of all 
who spoke only the English language in trying to learn to understand 
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My learned friend from New York [Mr. EvArts], brimming over 
with knowledge of all languages and of all tongues and endowed with 


the hundreds of strange terms which would thus be incorporated into | the spirit of prophecy, sitting before me here, who, if he can not speak 


our literature and into our law. 

I can not see exactly what the object of this bureau is, for I plead 
ignorance in to it; but I do say its existence for any nseful pur- 
pose to the people of the United States is problematical, and I do say 
that the friends of that bureau, as I understand, have been with the 
preponderance of the nations favoring the metric system who compose 
this convention, and the course of the representatives there has been 
directly in opposition to the tastes, the habits, the interests, the con- 
venience of the American people; and I think it is time to stop such 
an appropriation, treaty or no treaty. I think it is time to stop giving 
any force to an effort which is being made, not by our own people in 
the first instance, to ingraft upon our customs and habits of thought and 
literature and law a system of weights and measures unknown to our 
people, distasteful to them, which it would take years and years of 
anxious, assiduous study by all the good people throughout this coun- 
try to teach themselves by schooling and by tuition to understand. 

I can find in the statutes of the United States words expressing the 
idea of weights and measures, which I venture to say there are not ten 
Senators in this body who would understand without referring to a 
table of weights and measures and without knowing the language from 
whence it came and without knowing the fractional equivalants in our 
own terms. This attempt has been going on for fifty years. It has 
never met with a great deal of success. Somebody in favor of that 
system has worked it up insidiously, getting into our laws for the last 
twenty-five years here and there some little use of such phrases. Some- 
body at some time has had influence enough with those who ought to 
have stood by the language and the institutions and the weights and the 
measures Of the English-speaking people of America and not have care- 
lessly permitted to be incorporated into our laws and permitted to be 
used in public transactions of the Government and in the. mode of 
keeping accounts. These foreign terms are used to-day—why, I do not 
know—as if the plain old Anglo-Saxon was not good enough for our 
officials. The metric system is used, as I understand, in the medical 
accounts of the Navy and of the Army to-day. How are the people to 
read these reports and read these accounts and read these prescriptions? 
Is it to secrete from them a knowledge of what these agents of theirs 
are doing? What is the object of all this rigmarole and forgetting the 
staunch, honest, plain old Anglo-Saxon language in our accounts with 
measures and with weights and with denominations as good as the 
world has ever seen, and convenient because we all understand them ? 

I object to this appropriation. I want an opportunity, at least for 
myseif, to vote against it, because, although the Senator reporting this 
bill says it is a treaty arrangement, although he says that of late there 
is beginning to be a kind of tendency which may possibly result inthe 
use of our own language, and in the use of our own names of weights 
and measures, and of the weights and measures themselves, I do not 
want to admit or to encourage even the possibility of any other result 
being obtained. 

One can hardly imagine the confusion, the utter confusion to the 
American ple if by the result of that Congréss or that bureau it 
should be decided to recommend the metrical system or any other sys- 
tem or a combination of systems to the American people, and Congress 
should adopt that report and incorporate it into the law, and by one 
sweepof legislation compel the sixty million people of the United States 
to read all these things in an unknown tongue and to spend years in 
acquiring the knowledge of the names of the every-day transactions of 
life. If that is the object, as I understand it to be, of this bureau, or 
if it had that in the beginning for its object, to come to some system 
by which English speaking people can agree to the names and peculiar- 
ities of the weights and measures of the Latin nations or of any other 
nations, or if it means in any way to invade the domainof theold Anglo 
Saxon nomenclature, then I oppose it, and then I venture to say there 
is not a Senator here voting in the face of his constituents for the Amer- 
ican e but what will oppose such a measure as that. 

If 1 am mistaken in the object of this, if I am mistaken in the tend- 
— of it, if I am mistaken in the-danger that there may be that it 

further the introduction of this system and make it more than a 
mere permission in our laws where it already stands permitted to the 
different Departments of the Government and where it is already re- 
quired that our consuls abroad and our officials abroad shall, in certi- 
fying to the invoices and to the values and to the weights and to the 
measures of goods that come here, report them in the denominations 
and currency and weights and measures of whatever country they come 
from, permitting them to inclose in brackets, for the information of 
the uneducated, what would be the equivalent in our own language, 
making that , then I think every Senator should vote against 
anything that would to or encourage such a measure. 

The chairman of the Committee on Appropriations is an Anglo-Saxon 
to some extent I believo—a mixture of that at least—speaking that lan- 
guage, claiming no particular affiliation with the unknown languages 
or knowledge of the unknown languages of all the various nations and 


tribes and of the world. Unless he can here show that this has 
20 such 


and has not had, I want to vote against this clause. 





the unknown tongues, can interpret them; and if he can not prophesy 
can at least foretell—he was in position when these things were work- 
ing around in some kind of a migratory way to overthrow the good old 
Anglo-Saxon language and custom of weights and measures of the coun- 
try, and he ought to know what the object is, for he perhaps inaugu- 
rated it, perhaps he has furthered it. I feel a delicacy in asking him 
to explain anything unworthy of the American people or of our State 
Department in inaugurating or furthering such an object, but how the 
Senator from the far-off State of Iowa, a State that did not even go to 
the English language for its name, and of all things did not go to France 
for its name, but took a name aboriginal, indigenous to the country— 
how he, educated at the same alma mater where I got the little knowl- 
edge I acquired in my early days, should permit this kind of thing to 
creep in surprises me. And how the other representative of that com- 
mittee, the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck], although, as he has 
remarked sometimes, not native born, is yet as staunch an American as 
lives in the land, and comes here with all his old Scotch prejudices and 
prepossessions for the language of his country, with no special partiality 
for the flummeries and attachments of the Italians and the Spanish and 
the French—how he should permit this thing to come in year after year 
in this appropriation bill I can not understand. 

Sir, there are some thingsin the mental peculiarities of my colleagues 
on this floor that permit them to pass over matters which are of great 
import, which are of vast importance to this English-speaking nation, 
to this American nation and the American race and the American lan- 
guage; and they pass here year after year without calling the attention 
of their fellows to them, and make appropriation after appropriation 
to destroy our language and destroy its use and to modify it and to 
change it. Why, sir, they can not imagine, they do not seem to un- 
derstand if they have thought of it at all, how it is possible for them 
to permit anything of that kind when from day to day they risein their 
places and talk of the glory of the American race, the new race founded 
here upon a hemisphere which Providence itself had preserved from the 
earliest days of the settlement of the world by man for the especial pur- 
pose of having (with the exception of a few Indians which the Senator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. DAWEs] is especially appointed to take care 
of as they pass away from the vision of mankind and disappear from 
their residence upon the earth) here the grandest race ever known in 
human history. 

How men who extol and glorify the American race as a race founded 
upon a new world, the aggregate of the best of all races, at the head of 
it the Anglo-Saxon, the old Teutonic, the Scotch, the Irish, English, 
gathered in here the best elements of all the best people, with the best 
language, with the best measures, with the best weights, with the best 
nomenclature—how they can permit and could have permitted that kind 
of thing to creep into the laws that I have alluded to I can not under- 
stand. I mean these old Senators, who were here long before I dreamed 
of ever having the honor of joining the illustrious throng. And is it 
left to me from the wilds of Michigan to come here, uneducated, un- 
sophisticated, to call the attention of these life-long statesmen to the 
inconsistencies which they have permitted to creep into our laws and 
to the appropriations of money they have made to further these incon- 
sistencies and give strength and vitality to those who are sapping the 
institutions and the language of our country ? 

Sir, the people of the United States expect a direct reply from the 
Senator from lowa who has permitted these things in this law, but has 
permitted in other appropriation acts these names of unknown things 
to creep in, and I assure him in their name that a straightforward, di- 
rect, honest reply will be received by the people of the United States 
with a gratification which arises very seldom in the discharge by the 
Senator of his duty on this floor. And, sir, if I might not be consid- 
ered personal, I would venture to say that there will be an anxiety 
among a great many people of the United States when they read this 
discussion to hear what the learned and distinguished and the polyglot 
statesman from New York has to say about this measure, inaugurated, 
if I remember aright, while he was at the head of the State Depart- 
ment, while he controlled with his magnificent intellect the destinies 
of the United States in its foreign relations; and if by good fortune it 
shall be made to appear that the system was not inaugurated under his 
administration, how happy it will make his numerous friends through- 
out the country. to have a prompt and explicit denial of any agency in 
this matter. 

And sir, I might, except that I am liable to be called to order for 
personal allusions, extend that invitation to the distinguished gentle- 
man who presides over this distinguished body at this moment, and ask 
him to explain whether through the recommendations of the Depart- 
ment over which he presided so Jong and so well there crept into the 
system of customs laws and duties the very provision to which I have 
alluded which requires reports from our own officers abroad to be made 
in foreign and unknown tongues, whether he unfortunately partici- 
pated in and has a responsibility in regard to those invasions of our law ? 
I do not ask a reply from the Chair, but there are many Senators who 
would oecupy that seat for afew moments until the Senator from Ohio 
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himself should have an opportunity to repudiate any connection with 
or any control over such matters. 

Turning from the distinguished gentlemen to whom I have alluded, 
I say to my fellow-Senators upon this floor—and I may extend the list 
before I close my remarks of those to whom I would make personal 
appeals—that in the dim, distant future which spreads itself before the 
eye of many an ambitious man (and I apply that as well to the Sena- 
tor from Iowa as to others) there is a cloud and a veil which must be 
removed from between a candidate for the Presidency and the people 
of the United States, or he had better retire from the struggle before- 
hand and without a nomination. Iam notanalarmist. [ Laughter. ] 
I do not desire to threaten or to awake fear and excitement in the 
breast of ambitious friends of mine on this side or on the other side of 
the Chamber, for in the inscrutable decreesand manifestations and de- 
signs of Providence I have lived long enough to know that when I ad- 
dress my fellow-Senators upon the subject to which I have alluded and 
the probabilities of the future, on the vista down which they look, see- 
ing through the openings, through the shadows, and through theobscuri- 
ties, and through the gloom, and through the brightness, and through 
the hope, there are so many men who have vistas and who look down 
to a particular abode known in our country as the White House that 
I never know, when I am talking upon such asubject as that, whether 
{ appeal to the united and universal feelings of my colleagues or only 
to three or four or five or ten of that glorious number. [Laugh- 
ter. | 

But with no such thoughts or aspirations for myself, with the kind- 
ness and benevolence and gentleness of nature which is attributed to 
me by all my fellows [laughter], I feel that perhaps on this occasion I 
should depart from the line of my duty if I did not throw out to all 
this generous and kindly warning on the subject of introducing into 
the body-politic and languageand lawsof the American people the flum- 
meries and the frivolities and the idealities and the theories which have 
distinguished another bright, glorious, luminous people, but who are 
captivated and led away by new notions and new designs which hith- 
erto have not found a footing and foothold and home in the honest, 
sturdy, self-reliant Anglo-Saxon nature or language or laws. 

Mr. ALLISON rose. 

Mr. CONGER. I have not got through. 

Mr. ALLISON. I beg pardon. 

Mr. CONGER. If my word of warning shall have any good efiect— 
and I was wondering which of the gentlemen to whom I have been 
permitted so kindly personally to refer would arise first to the denial 
of sympathy with these measures; the denial has not come from the 
place where I expected it would; and I think we may gauge somewhat 
the hopes and expectations of our fellows by the zeal with which they 
rush to explain themselves on this question. The Senator from Iowa 
rises hastily and I will not delay him long. 

Mr. EVARTS rose. 

Mr. CONGER. The Senator from New York has risen, and he will 
have his opportunity; butI will not by yielding the floor to one express 
' a political preference between gentlemen whom I admire alike [laugh- 

ter], except that there is a little warmer personal friendly feeling for 
the Senator from Iowa from a long intercourse with him in the other 
liouse, which might perhaps make me a little kinder to him, and as he 
rose first, although he did not get the floor, I should be unwilling even 
to let the Senator from New York take advantage of my courtesy to shut 
out the Senator from Iowa who is to be the pride of this great Republic 
in the future. 

Mr. EVARTS. Will the Senator yield for a moment to a few re- 
marks on my part? 

Mr. CONGER. Iam almost through, and then I will yield the floor. 
It might be taking too much advantage of the presiding officer to yield 
to anybody until he can call somebody to the chair and have a chance 
of rising himself on this interesting occasion. [Laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. President, I have said but little on this question. I did 
not propose to say more than a word or two, and I will confine myself 
to that purpose. I merely wished to throw out a word of warning to 
my colleagues here who hope to have particular relations in future to 
the American people, as well as to the Senators at large in whose breasts 
there may spring up noble aspirations for the future, unknown to their 
fellows as yet, not to vote this money to further a cause repugnant to 
the American people which if avowed—and I will venture the Senator 
from lowa will deny that it has any such relation to the subject-matter 
I have discussed—which if avowed as a means of introducing to all the 
sixty million people of the United States these new weights and new 
Ineasures and new nomenclature would condemn utterly beyond recov- 
ery all the dear delightful hopes and aspirations which may grow and 
swell in the breast of any citizen of these United States toward that high 
political preferment which may honestly and properly be the object of 
any Senator here. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, this oe is made in pur- 
suance of a treaty agreed to by nearly all the civilized nations of the 


= 


world in May, 1875, which established an international bureau of | 


weights and measures. The objects 


of that bureau are fully set forth 
in the sixth article of the tréaty. 


I will not take the time of the Sen- 
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ate to read the objects of this international bureau unless some Senaty: 
desires it. I willstate, however, that none of the objects suggeste, },, 
the Senator from Michigan are included in this treaty. This inter), 
tional bureau has no possible power to suggest any system of weigh:s 
and measures for any country. Its object is the verification of existiy, 
weights and measures, whether those measures be yard-sticks or m-. 
ters, or whatever they are. 

We have since 1875, as this treaty required us to do, made an anny, 


appropriation for our portion of the expense; and I do not think jt jx 


necessary to go into any further explanation of the subject. 
Mr. EVARTS. Mr. President, there is undoubtedly an incoyycy. 
ience in speaking on known subjects in unknown terms, but there js 


also an inconvenience in speaking ih known terms on unknown sy)- 
jects; and it is I think in this view that we must criticise the obseryy- 


tions of the learned, distinguished, and accomplished Senator from 
Michigan. 

The object of this assent, establishing the bureau, given by the prin- 
cipal powers having relations with one another, is to provide, amony 
weights of the articles constituting the interchange of commerce, apd 
it is between nations who speak different tongues and have different 
weights and measures. 

We have a relation with all the powers who have joined in this con- 
vention. They understand their own tongues and their own weights 
and their own measures, and the Senator from Michigan holds it no} 
only a birthright of every nation to foster that knowledge, but it is a 
clear duty never to suffer identity of measure and of weight and of 
language to be invaded. If, then, all of these nations thus interchange 
ing commodities, and with tariffs and prices in commerce all of whic) 
are to be made between buyer and seller a common medium for their 
interchange and their payments somehow or other, there must be an 
establishment by which either each single nation shall furnish the 
standards, to guide its custom-house and its merchant, or there must 
be a common agreement established between all these commercial na- 
tions. 

Now, these nations, some twelve or fourteen in number, have estab- 
lished a bureau at Paris that shall have the standard or prototype as it 
is called of these weights and measures, and with which and thus by 
common standard to be communicated to each nation, and each is to 
know what the particular language conveys in the meaning of weiglit 
and measure, and in the interchange of commodities needs to be veri- 
fied for the purposes of the custom-house and for the purposes of com- 
merce. In that view this arrangement has been made. 

Incidentally, the Senator from Michigan introduces what he regard. 
as really the culmination of absurdity, that we should provide in ou: 
laws that every trading community having intercourse through our cus- 
tom-house shall express in the invoices the weights and measures and 
the language of itsowncountry. Whyisthat? Because each exporter 
understands his own language, knows his own weights, and knows his 
own measures; and if he is not allowed to hide himself under a plea 0! 
ignorance of the language that he uses in his invoice, we can verify the 
accuracy of his statements, and we can find out whether he has under- 
valued the duties and whether he has done it with fraudulent purpose 
How readily if our regulations would permit it, how gladly would for- 
eign exporters be allowed to convert their weights and measures into 
our weights and measures and into our language their statements, so 
that when they were brought up by the custom-house officers and thc 
verifications showed an undervaluation they could protect themselves 
by saying that they had been misled by a misunderstanding of weights 
and measures and language. 

Therefore instead of its being an absurdity in the requirements in 
the invoices to insist that each merchant should make himself respon-:- 
ble for his own weights, his own measures, and his own language, it |< 
@ necessary provision to protect us against undervaluations. We coul' 
not get along at all without it. That is the object of what the learn! 
Senator regards as the absurdity, and the most absurd of all. 

Now, this convention, which seems to have been ratified by exchan<- 
of ratifications in 1878 and was then made public, will last for twelv« 
years, and then it may be renounced by any one of these powers by « 
year’s notice. Iam not aware, certainly I was not aware during the 
time that these payments were made year by year, I had no evidenc« 
that there was any extravagance in the expenses or that the perm:- 
nence or usefulness of the contrivance was questioned. But there 1s 
an easy way out of it if it is held either to be at variance with our love 
of our mother tongue or with our own customs in weights and meas 
ures; and that is by an announcement that at the termination of tc 
twelve years, which we can make in 1888, we take the proper meas- 
ures the announcement of this Government that we retire fro": 
it. In the mean time it seems proper that we should appropriate our 
share of the expense of this international arrangement intended 10° 
the equal benefit of all the nations and quite as much for ours. — 

Mr, CONGER. Mr. President, I will read from this convention to 
show what part the United States will have in it. 

I read the names: 

Done at Paris, May 29, 1875— 
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I read the names of the representatives: 

18] E.B. WASHBUERNE. 

fr * HOHENLOHE. 

ts.) APPONYI. 

ih. 8. BERGENS. 

8. VISCOUNT DE ITAJUBA. 
hus. M. BALCARCE. 

[t.8.) MOLTKE-HOITFELDT— 


If I fail in the pronunciation of any of these words, it is from a little 
imperfect knowledge of the language of the main body of the represent- 
atives in the convention— 


ns.) MARQUIS DE_MOLINS. 
[us| CARLOS IBANEZ. 
LS. DECAZES. ) 
Fs. ©, DE MEAUX. 
in. 8. N. DUMAS. 
Ls. NIGRA. 
ths. P. GALVEZ. 
tn. 8.) FRAN’SE DE RIVERO. 
JOSE DE SILVA MENDES [sear]. 
in. 8. O’KONNEFF, 


Yor BARON ADELSWARD (prevented). 
H. AKERMAN. 
KERN. 


Ee 
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Nineteen or twenty—I have not verified the exact number—nineteen 
or twenty agreed to the league establishing this bureau, mostly min- 
isters of the countries which they represented. ‘These are names of for- 
eigners, Germans, Italians, Spaniards, and some unknown names here. 
I was pained by the unkind hit of the Senator from New York, brought 
up in the metropolis of the world’s greatness, with Columbia College 
in sight, and the University of New York standing but a little way off, 
with summer visits and winter visits to the collegiate institutions of 
New England, suzrcunded by diplomats from all the known parts of 
the world, with every opportunity which could be granted to this great 
jaan to learn all languages, to be informed upon all subjects; and in 
reply to a plain, straightforward, Anglo-Saxon appeal that I made, he 
says ‘‘prove to me that an unknown tongue arises from ignorance.”’ 
The Lord knows that I have regretted with sorrow and with tears that 
condition of ignorance of myself all through a painful life; but, oh, if 
I had had the advantages that the Senator from New York has had it 
would not become me to say how I might have availed myself of those 
precious privileges. [Laughter. ] 

Now I have read the names of this body to which we are to send here 
a contribution of—how many thousand is it, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. ALLISON. Over $2,000. 

Mr. CONGER. Two thousand two hundred and seventy dollars, I 
believe, we are to send to mingle with these people of unknown languages 
and unknown countries. We are to send to join them, at an expense 
of $2,270, somebody who does not know their language nor their meas- 
ures nor their weights. But I can not dwell upon such an unimportant 
matter as that. 

Let me call the attention of Senators to a matter which the Senator 
from Iowa unfortunately for himself—I say it in view of the dimness 
which comes over some prospects in the future—failed to mention. I 
find article 7 provides this, as to what this bureau shall do: 

It shall be its duty to discuss and initiate measures necessary for the disscmi- 
nation and improvement of the metrical system. 

Why could not the Senator say 
this. I will read it again: 


It shall be its duty to discuss— 
That is the duty of this bureau— 


Discuss and initiate measures necessary for the dissemination and improye- 
ment of the metrical system— 


_ tasked if it had any relation to that. The Senator unfortunately said 
‘no ?— 


and to pass upon such new fundamental metrological determinations as may 
have been made during the time when it was not in session. It shall receive 
the report of the international committee concerning the work that has been 
= and shall replace one-half of the international committee by se- 


9 


so? I wish the Senator had told us 


aeese general conference shall be by states; cach state shall be 

We send our man among the nineteen or twenty of these men, all be- 
longing to the Latin nations, all in favor of the metrical system—we send 
our man there, whosoever he may be, the illustrious Washburne, or who- 
ever, with his one vote, by asccret vote, to represent us in that system 
of Latin nations. 

I find another little matter here about the establishment of this com- 
mission, and its objects, &c. 

37, The international commission desires to notify to the several governments 


interested the great utility of founding an international bureau of weights and 
measures, upon the following bases: 
° * * * . * * 
4. a 5 os be aphanfinate, ie the international uotete ooomanie 
i esupervisi © permanent ittee, whos 
tion, a pervision pe nent committee, whosha 


Tam trying to go through this, butall over this document I have be- 
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fore me there are phrases and paragraphs showing the object, but I read 
this resolution: 

Resolved, That this society has received with gratification the intelligence of 
n between the leading powers of the civilized 
ynal bureau of weightsand measures, for (he pur 
pose of perpetuating forever without change the basic units of the metric sysicm of 
weights and measures, and the distribution of authenticated copies of the pro- 
totype standards of that system,as well as forthe exact comparison of standards 
of all descriptions and the determination of their relations to those of th trie 
system. 





world establishing an intern: 


This is brimful, bursting out all over with the efforts that are being 
made by the bureau and by friends of the metrical system to dissemi- 
nate it, and by secret votes and otherwise give it control, and to vote 
each by states, each republic or government having one vote, and in 





all these ways to which I have alluded to disseminate and extend the 
international metric system. So, sir, what I feared from the reading 
of that bill is verified and more than verified by the treaty and the his- 
tory of the institution. I ask fora vote. I move to strike out that 


paragraph. 

The PRESIDENT pro fem; 
cept by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CONGER. The bill was being read by paragraphs. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the ques- 
tion will be put now, but according to the order of the Senate the bill 
was to be read through and the amendments of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations to be first acted on. 

Mr. ALLISON. If the Senator from Michigan desires a vote on this 
particular clause or paragraph at this time I will not inteypose objec- 
tion; but I give notice that hereafter I will object to introducing amend- 
ments until the committee amendments are disposed of. 

Mr. CONGER. I should like a vote by yeas and nays, if the S 
is willing. 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. If there be no objection th i 
tion will be put on the motion of the Senator from Michigan to strike 
out the clause referred to. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proc 
the roll. 

Mr. HOAR (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS]. He asked me to pair with him 
on all questions in regard to which I thought he and I should be likely 
to differ. I do not think we should be likely to differ on this question, 
and therefore I will vote. 

Mr. KENNA (when his name wascalled). Iam paired with theSen- 
ator from Minnesota [Mr. Saprn]. My colleague [Mr. CAMDEN] is 
paired with the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLatr]. 

Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. RANsom’s name was called}. The Sen- 
ator from North Carolina [Mr. RANsoM] is paired with the Senator 
from New York [Mr. MILLER}. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BERRY. My colleague [Mr. JonzEs, of Arkansas] is paired 
the Senator from Indiana [Mr. HARRISON]. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I am paired with the Senator from Nebraska 
[Mr. MANDERSON]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire tostate that my colleague [Mr. Gray] 
is paired with the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Cuace}. 

Mr. BROWN. My colleague [Mr. CoLquitt] is paired with theSen- 
ator from Illinois [Mr. CuLLom] on all political questions. I do not 
consider this a political question, however, and as I believ® my colleague 
would vote if here as the Senator from Illinois would, I consent that 
the Senator from Illinois may vote without considering the pair. 

Mr. KENNA. I understand that the Senator from Minnesota [ Mr. 
SABIN], with whom I am paired, would vote ‘‘ nay” if he were here, 
and therefore I vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 


The motion is not now in order, ex- 


ate 


. 


ul 


aed to ¢ 


ith 


The result was announced—yea 1, nays 42; as follows: 
YEA—1. 
Conger. 
NAYS—12. 
Aldrich, Cullom Ingalls, saulsbury 
Allison, Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Shermar 
Beck, Edmunds, Kenna, Stanford, 
Berry, Eustis, MeMillan, Teller 
Blair, Evarts Mahone, Vest 
Bowen, Fair, Maxey, Walthall 
Brown, George, Mitchell of Oreg., Whitthorne, 
Call, Hale, Morrill, Wilson of Iowa, 
Chace, . Hawley, Payne, Wilson of Md 
Cockrell, Hearst Plumb 
Coke Hoar, Pugh, 
\ BSENT 
Blackburn, Gray, Miller, Sawyer, 
Butler, Hampto: Mitchell of Pa., Sewell, 
Camden, Harris, Morgan, Spooner, 
Cameron, Harrison, Palmer, Vance, 
Colquitt, Jones of Arkansas, Pike, Van Wyck, 
Dolph, Jones of Florida, Platt, Voorhees. 
Frye, Logan, Ransom, 
Gibson, McPherson, Riddleberger, 
Gorman, Mandersou, Sabin, 


So the motion to strike out was not agreed to. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reading of the bill will proceed. 


The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the 


Committee on Appropriations was, under the head of ‘‘Schedule B, 


salaries, consuls-general,’’ in line 175, to increase the appropriation for 


salary of ‘‘consul-general at Halifax ’’ from $3,000 to 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after line 182, to insert: 

For salarics of consuls, vice-consuls, and commercial agents, $333,500, namely. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike out from line 188 to 191, inclu- 
sive, as follows: 

Consuls at Foo-Chow, Hankow, Canton, Amoy, Tien-Tsin, cnd Chin-Kiang, 
China, at $3,500 each, $21,000. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

Ciass IT.—At $3,500 per annum: 

China: 

Foo-Chow; Hankow; Canton; Amoy; Ticn-Tsin; Chin-Kiang. 

Mr. BECK. 
one amendment all that portion of the bill from line 188 down to line 


524, as it is simply making the text correspond to existing law. 


Mr. ALLISON. 


$3,500. 


able to Senators I will now move that the Senate adjourn. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the Senate adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 30 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Saturday, June 5, 1886, at 12 


o’clock m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, June 4, 1886. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a. m. 
Il. MILBuEN, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


STEAM OYSTER-BOAT J. P. THOMAS. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting correspondence and recommending 
an item in the defficiency bill refunding to Thomas Thomas, master of 


the steam oyster-boat J. P. Thomas, the remitted portion of a fine; 


which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 


te be printed. 
ARMAMENT OF FORTIFICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 


Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a communication from the Sec- 
retary of War recommending that $50,000 of the amount appropriated 
by act of March 3, 1886, for armamentof fortifications for 1884, be re- 
appropriated and made available for construction of guns; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. MAYBURY, until Monday, on account of important business. 


To Mr. BAYNE, for to-day and to-morrow, on account of important 
business. 


To Mr. Murpny, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 


To Mr. SteEwARt, of Vermont, for ten days, on account of impor- 
tant business. 


To Mr. HEISTAND, for the remainder of this week. 
To Mr. DAvipsoN, of Florida, indefinitely, on account of the sick- 
ness of a member of his family. 
To Mr. SADLER, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 
To Mr. MILLARD, for ten days, on account of important business. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. NEECE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the following titles; 
when the Speaker signed the same, namely: 

A bill (8, 226) granting a pension to Margaret D. Marchand; 

A bill (8. 183) for the relief of Thomas 8. Hopkins, late of Company 
C, Sixteenth Maine Volunteers; 

A bill (S. 973) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Sarah P. Mc- 
Kean, of Marion, Lynn County, Iowa; 

A bill (S. 1584) for the relief of Cornelia R. Schenck; 

A bill (8. 2223) granting a pension to Elizabeth 8. De Krafft; and 

A bill (S. 200) to authorize the purchase of the Aqueduct Bridge, or 
the construction of a bridge across the Potomac River at or near George- 
town, D. C. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS, ARKANSAS, 


Mr. EZRA. B. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I desire to sabmit a report 


‘ lask unanimous consent to 
concur in the Senate amendment to the bill (H. R. 5910) to detach the 


from the Committee on the Judiciary. 


I rise for the purpose of suggesting that we treat as 


I think we can get along rapidly in that way, but 
I do not think it is possible to finish this bill to-night; and if it be agree- 


The Senator from Iowa moves that 








counties of Howard, Little River, and Sevier from the western and adi 
them to the eastern district of Arkansas. , 

The SPEAKER. The Senate amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After line 17, insert the following section : 

“ Sec.3. All crimesand offenses hereafter committed within said westery «jis. 
trict shall be prosecuted, tried,and determined in the same manner ani with 
the same effect as if this act had not been passed.” 

Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR. Thecommittee recommend concurrence jy 
the Senate amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr, EZRA B. TAYLOR moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment of the Senate was concurred in; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOHN J. COUGHLIN. 


Mr. LORE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to discharge t} 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar from the fyr- 
ther consideration of the bill (H. R. 8087) for the relief of John J. 
Coughlin and put the same upon its passage. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby 
directed to pay John J. Coughlin the sum of $631.13, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, said sum being difference of pay from 
laborer, at $1.25 per day, to skilled laborer at $ per day,for two hundred and 
twenty-nine and one-half days, in arranging, cataloguing, and classifying bound 
volumes of newspapers in the Library of Congress. 

Mr. RANDALL. Let the report be read.. 

Mr. LORE. I think I can make a brief statement which will ob- 
viate the necessity of reading the report. 

Mr. RANDALL. Reserving the right to object, I shall be glad to 
hear the gentleman. . 

Mr. LORE. Mr. Speaker, John J. Coughlin was employed by the 
architect of this building at a salary of $1.25 per day, and was as- 
signed to duty under the Librarian of Congress and employed in a work 
requiring very intelligent labor and skill in cataloguing and arranging 
newspaper-files and documents published in the several States and Ter- 
ritories of the United States, and in England, France, Spain, Portugal, 
Belgium, Switzerland, Cuba, Russia, China, and other countries—a col- 
lection of rare historic value. He was employed in arranging, prepar- 
ing, and distributing them for proper reference. There were a number 
of persons engaged in the same business, all of whom were paid, ex- 
cept this man, at the rate of $4a day. It required mach skill in this 
arrangement, and knowledge of language, and care, which the commit- 
tee think, in view of the services rendered, ought to be paid for. This 
man is now in the employ of the House, and is the only one of the 
whole number employed who was not paid. 

This only adds $2.75 a day for the time that he was employed in this 
service to his ordinary compensation, and the aggregate amount covered 
by the bill is $631.33 for nearly a year’s work. I repeat, it required 
great skill, considerable knowledge of languages, and carefulness in ar- 
ranging the works. 

I have here a letter from the Librarian of Congress showing the value 
of this service; and I wish to add that this is a unanimous report from 
the Committee on Claims. 

There being no objection, the bill was considered, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, was accordingly read 
the third time, and ; 

Mr. LORE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to intro- 
duce a bill for reference. 
Mr. BEACH. I shall object; it will keep until Monday. 


APPROPRIATION TO JEFFERSONVILLE (IND.) LEVEE. 


Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I call up now for present consideration the 
report of the Committee on a » \> Civil Service in relation to 
certain charges against emplo the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ant ae view of the fact that the Committee on 
Appropriations is desirous of proceeding with the legislative bill, to in- 
quire of the gentleman if he will be able to indicate how mach time 
will probably be occupied with the consideration of the report to which 
he refers? 

Mr. COX. I do not know myself, but I should not think that a very 
great deal of time will be required. ; 

Mr. RANDALL. Will it take an hour, two hours, or three hours ” 

Mr. COX. I think two hours will answer very well. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Assoon as this subject is disposed of I will ask the 
consent of the House to take up the legislative appropriation bill, as \t 
is im that bill should be di of at the earliest possible date, 
that it may become a law before the Ist July. ; 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. ayo pena F. vines first —— — 
keeper of the House, is very grave offenses. Commit- 
tee on Civil Service Reform have unanimously reported that he is guilty 
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of He himself claims that he is not guilty. His friends 
are confident that he is not guilty. I earnestly ask in his behalf that 
this session may not be closed without his havinga hearing; and I ask 
that that hearing may be accorded now. 

Mr. COX. I fully concur in the gentleman’s suggestion. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the resolution reported by the 
Select Committee on the Civil Service Reform. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That L, F. Warder be dismissed from the service of this House. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I did not understand the gentle- 
man to say when he proposes to call the previous question on this res- 

Jution. 
’ Mr. COX. I should think two hours would be sufficient for debate. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I submit when the character of a 
man, however humble, whether an employé of this House or not, is 
involved, the matter should not be driven through this House. He 
should at least have sufficient time to defend himself. That is given 
to any man that is charged with the smallest offense inacourt. I hope 
the gentleman will not undertake to rush this case through. 

Mr. COX. We have no disposition to do that. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania. I think we ought to have the re- 
port in this case read. 

TheSPEAKER. Thereading of the report would be in the nature of 
debate. Any gentleman who gets the floor can have the report readas 
oceupying a portion of his time. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. The gentleman from North Carolina yields 
to me for a moment to offer the substitute which I send to the desk for 
the resolution reported by the committee. 

The Clerk read the proposed substitute, as follows: 


That the evidence in this case does not sustain the charges. 

Resolved, That it is improper for any officer or employé of this House to seek 
to influence legislation either directly or indirectly, and that the action of Luther 
F. Warder (as the aoe of the city of Jeffersonville, Ind.,ata time when said 
Warder was an employé of this House), in procuring the services of an attorney 
for the purpose of influencing legislation, is disapproved by the House. 


Mr. COX. I ask that the report be read. 
The report was read, as follows: 


The Select Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, to whom was referred 
the resolution directing an antee into the charges against certain officers of 
the House of Representatives, in connection with the appropriation of $50,000 by 
the Forty-eighth Congress to what is known as the Jeffersonville (Ind.) levee, 
bag iors to report as follows: 

your committee met on the 2d day of April, 1886,and proceeded to dis- 
charge the duties upon them by the House by its resolution adopted 
on the 16th of March which reads as follows: 

“Whereas there is pending in the Forty-eighth Congress a bill containing, 
among other matters, an appropriation of $50,000 for a certain improvement of 
the Ohio River at or near Jeffersonville, lnd., known as the Jeffersonville levee 
appro on ; 

“Ww itis charged by a reputable citizen of Indiana that during the pend- 
ency of said measure a person or persons, then officers of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, exacted, collected, and accepted from a person or persons interested 
in the success of the said appropriation a large sum of money upon the pretense 
or for the purpose of influencing Congress, or some committee thereof, or Mem- 
bers or Senators in their official action thereon; and 

“ Whereas it is also cha: thatthe epee or persons so exacting, collecting, 
and accepting said sum of money for the purpose aforesaid are officers and em- 
this House: Therefore, 
“Be it resolved, That the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service be, and is 
hereby to inquire into the truth of said charges and report the facts 
to this House; and to enable the said committee to thoroughly investigate said 
charges, it is hereby authorized to send for persons and papers: and a sum suf- 

s he 


ficient to defray the necessary expenses of this inquiry reby appropriated 
out of the cantlegans fund of the House.” 


That they have examined twenty witnesses, whose testimony is herewith sent. 
the facts extracted from this evidence appear to be as follows: 
city of Jeffersonville, Ind., took action on the 6th day of February, 1884, 
king to its protection nst overflows in times of freshets in the Ohio River. 
council passed a resolution in favor of the passage by Congress of a bill with 
object in view, and on the 12th day of February, 1884, appointed a committee, 
isting of Messrs. Jonas G. Howard, William H. Fogg, and A. O. Clark, to 
ashington city to urge u Congress the improvement of levees at that 
This committee visited Washington and returned about the 3d day of 


© this time the House Committee on Riversand Harbors had completed 
, and the visiting committee was informed by Mr. W 11.118, the chairman 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors, that they would have to make their 
to secure riation in the Senate. 
ieee ieeerviowes Senators VOORHEES and ogee. 
epee > immed y took steps to secure an approp on, the 
former by introduction of an amendment designed to be offered to the river 
and harbor bill when it should come from the House, and the latter by the in- 
py ofa penintion fen cniting upon the a acy of War fens nese ry infor- 
vemen e action o is visiting com- 
Inittee ondthas of Denon Vooususs and HARRISON were the reall 


—— in obtaining the legislation which secured the appropriation 


The result of the passage of the resolution of Senator HARRISON was a report 
, Colonel Merrill, dated April 19, 1884, which was trans- 
mitted by the Secretary of War to the Senate on the 12th day of May, 1584. 
ee of April, po 5 be days after the date of Colonel Merrill's re- 
the of the city of Jeffersonville inted a committee, consisting 
included in the origi committee, to visit Washington, 
. Messrs. Howard and Fogg declined tocome 
substituted, and heand Mr. Clark came to Wash- 
the latter part of April and remained about two weeks. 
in fact there was but little for them to do, 
of Senators VoorHnesrs and Harrison; but 
as it appears by the evidence introduced in behalf of Messrs. Warder and Stca- 
the last visiting committee left matters in their charge, they being citizens 
Jeffemonville, and then and now capleyés he Bouse of Eoqweseneastven. 
return of this second committee to fersonville, in early 
dine the levy committee of the city council, Mr, fh’ O. 
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Shuler, secretary, wrote to Mr. L. F. Warder, asking his advice as tothe propriety 
of sending another committee to Washington. Shortly thereafter Mr. Warder 
wrote to the parties interested at Jeffersonville that he had secured the services 
of an attorney, influential friend, or competent person, there being a conflict of 
evidence as to which term was used, to attend to this matter,and had made a 
contract with him by which the said person was to be paid $250 cash and $1,000 
additional in the event of the success of the measure ; and he stated further in 
his communications that it was utterly useless to send committees to Washing- 
ton, but that the $250 should be forwarded to Mr. 0.0, Stealey, which was done 
by Mr. Shuler. 

From the time of these communications, in the early part of May, up to the 
time when the river and harbor bill had finally passed the Senate, the evidence 
fails to disclose anything that Mr. Warder did, except to speak perhaps occasion- 
ally to Senators VOORHEES and HARRISON and frequently to Mr. Stealey about 
the appropriation. 

Mr. Warder testifies that in these conversations with Mr. Stealey he informed 
him that he purposed, and afterward had, empioyed a Mr. Hill asan attorney to 
look after the appropriation. He said nothing whatever, according to his own 
testimony,to either Senators VooruErEs or HARRISON,to Mr. Stockslager, his 
Representative, who took great interest in the matter, or to any other person 
— Mr. Stealey, prior to the adjournment of Congress, of this employment 
of Hill. 

Mr. Warderclaims in his testimony that he referred to Mr. Hill when he wrote 
the communication to Shuler asking for money; but,as heretofore stated, he 
did not name him in that communication. 

Mr. Warder went upon the witness-stand before your committee in his own de- 
fense, and, when asked why and how he came to employ Hill, stated: 

“* Now, I want to state here the reason, or one of the reasons, why I employed 
Mr. Hill. I had become acquainted with him around the House. I saw him 
frequently about the House there, often before Congress met, and that he was 
associating around with members of Congress, and we got up a talking ac- 
quaintance. It was just on the eve of a political national contest, and through 
and about it I became acquainted with him and found him to be the best-posted 
man on the subject of levees that I had talked with in Congress or out of Con- 
gress. That was another reason that induced me to employ this man. I did 
employ him on a contingent fee, with the understanding that I should pay him 
$250. If the appropriation failed, that to be the end of it. If the appropriation 
was a success and we obtained it, he was to have $1,000 contingent fee. To 
make the matter short, we obtained the appropriation. I paid him the $1,000, 
That ended our connection; and, gentlemen, that is, without going into s, cific 
details, about my explanation of the matter.”’ 

The foregoing is the voluntary statement of Mr. Warder in regard to the em- 
ployment of Hill. Upon cross-examination he stated : 

“Q. Did you say that Mr. Hill was a lawyer? 

‘* A. I understood him to be an attorney-at-law. 

“*Q, Well, do you know whether he is a lawyer or not? 

“A. Yes, sir; I might say I know he is a lawyer. 

“QQ. Is he engaged in any other business? 

“A, Not that I know of. The reason I might say I know he is a lawyer is 
that he has or had a lawyer’s office. He told me that he was a Washington at- 
torney, and practicing before the Supreme Court of the United States, and I had 
no right to doubt what he told me. 

**Q. Your acquaintance had been about how long before this employment? 

“A. A month or two, or three. 

“Q. By whom was he first introduced to you? 

“A. I don’t remember, Mr. BAYNE, thatthere was any introduction at all, as 
far as that was concerned. 

“*Q. How long had you met him before this employment? 

“A. Oh, quite frequently. I don’t know what he was engaged in, but he 
seemed to have some business here, as he came to the House quite often. 

*Q. Were your meetings with him there? 

“A. Imet him around my desk, andin the Hall of the House, and in the corri- 
dors and lobbies. 

“Q. Had he been recommended to you by anybody? 

“A. No, sir; I don’t remember that he was recommended by anybody. 

* + 7 * 2 * " 

“Q. Did you consult with anybody at all about employing him? 

“A. Leonsulted with Mr. Stealey. 

“Q. With anybody else? 

“A, No, sir. 

“Q. What was Mr. Stealey’s advice in reference to his employment? 

“A, Mr. Stealey thought I had better employ him. 

“Q. Did Mr. Stealey know Mr. Hill? 

“A, Ido not know whether he did before that time or not. 

**Q. Did he know him at all? 

“A, I don’t know whether he did or not. 

“Q. Did you consult with anybody else in reference to it? 

“A. I did not. 

“Q. Did you mention,in any of the communications which you wrote the 
people of Jeffersonville, or to the committee who visited Washington, the name 
of Mr. Hill as the party whom you had employed ? 

“A. I did not see any of the committees that visited Washington until after 
Congress adjourned. 

“Q. When did you mention the fact outside of Mr. Stealey that Mr. IIill had 
been employed ? 

“A, Well, when I went home afterthe adjournment of Congress I spoke with 
several parties. 

* » ” * * 


“Q. Who introduced you to him? 

“A. No one that I remember. 

“Q. You just struck up an acquaintance with him? 

“A. Yes, sir; a casual acquaintance. 

“Q. Did you inquire into his standing, reliability, capacily, or anything of 
that sort previous to this employment? 

“A. No, sir; because upon my own judgment of his capacity I was satisfied 
upon that score. 

“Q. Did you post yourself as to whether he had any influence in connection 
with any matter before Congress, or likely to be? 

“A. I did not. I believe he told me he had connection with some matters, 
but I forget what they were, but it was in alegal way. I believe he said this, 
that he was paid a $2,500 fee for writing a brief that did not take him three days.” 

Now, it is in evidence that Mr. Warder was at one time mayor of the city of 
Jeffersonville ; at another time he had taken an active part in promoting legisla- 
tion by the State of Indiana for the removal of the county site to Jeffersonville. 
and, in his own language, “ was in y up to my (his) ears for three years.”” He 
had been an officer of the House of Representatives since the first Monday in 
December, 1883. He therefore had considerable experience in public affairs. In 
addition to this, he exhibited as a witness the characteristics and traits of an in- 
telligent man of the world. 

The person, Mr. E. N. Hill, whom he alleges he employed as an attorney, has 
been discreditably connected with a number of public affairs. Mr. Warder did 
not put him on the witness-stand, although advised and defended by able and 
learned counsel, but the committee did. 

He testified that he was employed by Warder; that he received $250 at one 


* 
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(ime and $1,000 at another; that he put the moncy in his pocket; that he kept 
no bank account; that he gave receipta, which were p in ev ; but 
he declined to state what = did with the money, except to say generally that 
lie used ites be needed it. He was asked if he was an attorney, and he answercil 
that he was licensed by the Supreme Court of the United States, but had never 
waciiced in that court; he was asked if he had practiced in the courts of the 
{ istrict of Columbia; he replied he never had; he was asked in what courts he 
did practice, and he replied in the Court of Claims and before the De ments, 
Lut when questioned as to cascs he had or was interested in, he failed to indi- 
cate more than two or three. 

Your commitice find, further, that the manner of Mr. Ilill upen the witness- 
stand, together with the character of his evidence and his anteeedents, are such 
that they are disposed to place but little credence in any statements made by 
tuim which are not fully corroborated by cxtrancous circumstances, and that he 
is hardly the man whoman intelligent person would employ to conduct or man- 
age an important business affair. 

According to his own testimony and alsothatof Mr. Warder, Hill rendered no 
effective service whatever in securing the appropriation for Jeffersonville. He 
appeared before no committee, importuned no Congressman or Senator, did ab- 
solutely nothing exeept to advise Mr. Warder to make the fight in the Senate, 
and that the appropriation should be asked in aid of a and protection 
to Government property and not to protect the city of Jeffersonville from inun- 
dations. Action had been pending in the Senate fer twoanda half months prior 
to the alleged employment of Hill, as has been shown, and all measures proposed 
looked to the protection of Government property. ‘This was particularly shown 
by the bill introduced by Mr. Stockslager on April 4, 1834, five weeks prior tothe 
alleged employment of Hill. 

In the face of these facts Mr. Warder testifies that he paid Hill $250 as a re- 
tainer and $1,000 after the approval of the bill by the President. This $1,000, it 
appenrs, was sent from Jeffersonville in response to the following dispatch sent 
by Warder: 





Wasurnctos, D. C., July 2, 1884—9.45 a. m. 
Mr. A. O, Sauter, Jeff.: 
We expect to adjourn Saturday. Send draft to me at once, so that I will not 
be detained here. It is all right; but I will not pay until the bill is signed. 
L. F. WARDER. 


And, according to the testimony of Warder and Hill, was paid to the latteron 
the 6th of July, 1881. i 

In this connection it is proper to state that th ut this investigation on 
the part of the committee, and notwithstanding the that several parties from 
Jeffersonville friendly to Mr. Warder, who stated that had talked with him 
on the subject both at Jeffersonville after the had been secured 
and in Washington after they had reached here under a subpeena from the com- 
mittec, were placed on the stand Sr closely with a view of ascer- 
taining the name of the attorney or uential who had been employed 
by Warder, the committee were unable to ascertain it,and it was not until Mr. 
Warder had been called to the witness-stand a his counsel to testify in his own 


under circumstances de- 
so trivial a service is to the 
transaction 


behalf that the name of the party so em; was di . 
The alleged employment of such a manas 

scribed, and the payment to him of so afee 

event the fact that Mr. Warder that 

with the fact that he received it under the pretenseof securing » 

think, quite sufficient to justify decisive action on the part of the House 
Such conduct on the part of an officer of the House is 

and aagoceste, and leads to erroneous the character and 

integrity of those charged with the of the country. 

V bil testimon ee ere er aopeate 
of Jeffersonville was used or attempted to be used in corruptly any 
em ber of either branch of the F emapenn, Gapbanmanithes with te 
put the most emphatic condemnation upon the practice of an employé of Con- 

money 
sideration ef which is the of legislation. In this view of the casethe 
conductof Mr. Warder in connection with the affair, even if honest and straight- 
forward, deserves unqualified val 
and now an employé of the House of ee ive the sum of 
“ ,250 from one Pee aieie tet AL igh oe the ae (Ind.) 
evee appropriation, pen upon ense 
in connecti = sniomntneanll that L. 
I’. Warder be dism L 
The only other employé ofthe Houseof ves in any way connected 
with the charge under investigation is Mr. O. O. er al rs that Mr. 
Stealey was cognizant of the employment of Hill, and . Warder the 
sum 
citizens of Jeffersonville. Stealey did this, however, ns his 
connection with the transaction as follows: 

“Q. Mr. Stealey, please tell the committee what connection - had with : 

un t, 
and all about it. 

“A. Lama citizen and tax- 

and my family lives there. They had floods there in 1883 and in 1834, which 
destroyed the town pretty much, and I was asked by friends to assist here in 
Washington in securing this 
IIAnnrison frequently, and I went to Senator VooRnEES, and to members of the 
House, and did all that man could do for his town in that respect. 
o * 
‘*Q. Something was said about you having paid out $2). 
“Q. What was that for? 
“A, He told me at the time that he wanted to or had 
he knew about the man and was he a good man, and he said, “I think so; I 
talked to him, and he seems to have a good idea of legislation.” I then asked 
payers want this done, and I am authorized by Mr. Goldbach to employ an at- 


ininds of your committee a doubtful and iny 
resentatives. 
ve of scandal 
While the y established that no 
ress having anything to do with the and payment of the con- 
In view of all the facts in the oun panreceneiies findthat L. F. Warder, then 
of influencing on oe 
Nlemiaeed from the service of this 
sum of $250 for that alleged which was repaid Mr, by the 
While Mr. he 2 
curing this levee appropriation for Jeffersonville, when you 
yer of Jeffersonville; all my interests are there, 
appropriation, which I did. I went to Senater 
“A, Lloaned Mr. Warder $250. 
eaves an attorney. 
I asked him who the man was, and he said it was Hill. I asked him what 
him where the money was to come from, and he answered, “ Prominent tax- 


torney, or some man to watch this bill.” 

“@. Did tell him could not give it much attention? 

“A. i him so Seine Iwas away a deal of the 
time; I was two weeks in = and from the latter of until the 3d 


of June I was awa: 


the middle of July I was not here. And during that time no letter was 
und no dispatch sent by me, and I nocommunication whatever in any man- 
ner connected with the money or 


Mr. Warder, and that was to 
draft for in about six weeks. That ended my eonnection here with the wholc 


business,except my personal among members of the House and Sena- 
tora,”’ 


Now, though in the opinion of your committee it is improper for any officer 

those of Rann Seeman 
50 

ay is concerned, your committee find that O. 0. Stealey did not exact, col- 

or accept from any person any sum ef money upon the pretense or for the 
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purpese of influencing Congress,or auy committce thereof, or any member 
Senator,in connection with the Jeffersonville levee appropriation, and ex... 
the impropriety of an employé being concerned in any attempt to secure «,.: 
2p appropriation said Stealey was not connected therewith. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

{Resolution to accompany report. } 

Resolved, That L. F. Warder be dismissed from the service of the House. 

Mr. COX. It was with profound regret I saw this House require the 
Committee on Reform in the Civil Service to investigate the char... 
against certain of its employés, which were preferred by the gentien.a, 
from Indiana [Mr. Browne]. I knew they might with more propri. 
cty be investigated by a special committce created for that purpos: 
but I had no election in the matter, neither had the committee. | j. 
always disagreeable to our natural impulses to be connected with, ay 
investigation which may result in diselosures damaging to our fe]}ow- 
men. It is always unpleasant to be placed in the position of a ceyso, 
upon the transactions of our fellows. It is doubly so when the inyes. 
tigation may lead to the conviction of those with whom we are }rouel)): 
in daily association. 

Mr. Warder was an employé of the Forty-cighth and is of the Forty. 
ninth Congress, of which I have been and am a member. In add 
tion to this, he was and is a member of the political family to which | 
belong. At the inception of these proceedings (as the charges pro- 
ceeded from the other side of the House, from one with whom I am no 
in political affiliation), my natural bias was in favor of the accused, {o; 
I feared thata political element might be the canse of their origination 
At all events, it would have given ame the greatest pleasure after mak- 
ing the investigation to be enabled to report to this House that the 
charges were not sustained and were indeed without foundation. | 
am frank in admitting that such was my natural and original bias. 

I wish to call to the attention of the House in connection with this 

unanimous report of the committee, a fact which, in my opinion, is en- 
titled to great weight, in considering the verdict it has to render. That 
is as to the composition of the committee. It is composed of nine 
members of the bar, six of whom are Democrats, three Republicans, and 
the remainder are intelligent and fair-minded laymen. Every on 
knows the analytical and inquisitorial eharacter of a lawyer’s mind. 
He is accustomed to examine witnesses and weigh their testimony 
both in his Chamberand atthe bar. He is disposed to decide for him- 
self. His thoughts and his conclusions are his own. 
He exercises an independence of thought not easily conirolled by 
others. He watches closely not only what a witness says, but his 
manner and bearing, and searches for the motive that may prompt his 
answer. Hence it is unusual to find nine members of the profession 
concurring in any given proposition. Therefore, when the facts 
and circumstances have been of such a character as to command 1 
unanimous indorsement as to the guilt of the accused, this House should 
hesitate, when debarred from the advantages we have enjoyed of invest!- 
gating the truth of the accusation, to set our unanimous verdict aside. 
Especially is this true when this verdict has been strengthened and sup- 
ported by the concurrent opinion of the intelligent and impartial! lay- 
men who co-operated in this investigation. 

The committee gave to this case a full, fair, impartial, and exhaust- 
ive investigation. It was engaged in the examination of witnesses for 
over one month’s time, and from the care given to the case and thie 
freedom from party spirit manifested by all, I feel warranted in saying 
it would have been the pleasure of the entire committee to have re- 
ported in favor of Mr. Warder if it could have consistently done so. 
As it was, he was given the benefit of his own statement in the report, 
in order that he and his friends and this House might see that there 


was no disposition to deal harshly with him. The committee, how- 
libility, and recognizes the fact that 


ever, does not claim for itself i 
it is the duty of this House in reviewing its action to determine for '\- 
self whether it is satisfied with the action of its committec. 

The committee has no feelingin the matter. It feels that it has hon- 
estly, laboriously, and faithfully discharged its duty to the House «ui! 
to accused. That is what it aimed todo; thatis what it has donc. 
It does not claim to have a higher sense of honor as to what is duc to 
this House than others. If its standard has been high, it does not pro- 
pose to lower it. The danger is in the other direction. It is for you, 
gentlemen of the House, to say whether you shall entertain the samc 
view of this matter that the committee does. Whatever may be your 
conclusion they will feel that you have been impelled by the same mo- 
tives that them in coming to their decision. a 

The substitute offered _ gentleman from Indiana [Mr. War) 
proposes that you shail that the testimony does not sustain the 
charges preferred by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Browne . 
while the committee say it does. Who are the best judges of tcst'- 
mony? The party who has seen the witness testify, noted his he~ 
tation, overzeal, confusion, manner, and bearing, or the person wi: 
examines the testimony only after committed to type and laid belore 
him? The law authoritiessay that he who stands face to face to the wit" 
ness is the best And this opinion is founded on experience au" 

on this I will briefly invite your atten- 
tion to an eminent authority and see what he has to say in regard ‘o 
the weight of testimony. Says Mr. Starkie, in his work upon evidenc 
No definite degrees of probability can in practice be assigned tothe testimony 








1886. 
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of witnesses. Their credibility usually depends upon special circumstances at- 
tending each particular case, upon their connection with the party and the sub- | 
ect-matter of litigation, their previous charactcr, the manner of delivering their 
yidence, and many other circumstances, by a careful consideration of which 
the value of their testimony is usually so well ascertained as to leave ne room 
for mere numericai comparison. 

The mistake of the gentlemen on. the other side is, that they propose 

you shall take the testimony as reported to this House, and with- 

out ihe adventitious aids enjoyed by the committee you shall say its 
conclusion iserroneous; whereas courts of law when reviewing law and 
(gets are always reluctant to sct aside a verdict of a jury when it has | 
any evidence upon which to form its verdict. Not so when it has no 
evidence, or is contrary to the evidence. In this case it is insisted 
that within the one hundred and twenty-six pages of testimony sub- 
mitted for your consideration, there is abundant evidence to justify 
the finding of the committee, and we are confident you will not only | 
he slow but absolutely refuse to consent to the misleading substitute 
offered by my friend. ; 

Tarning from that subject, I find laid upon the desks of members 
what appears to me to be a very peculiar brief from the counsel on the 

of thedefense. It is, I say, a rather peculiar document, and, with- 

out intentional offense, I will add worthy of the cause these gentlemen 
are defending. It begins as follows: 

Luther F. Warder, of Jeffersonville, Ind., is on trial before you. 


We do not differ about that; and I think that the House will concur 
that he is not only on trial but that the testimony is very damaging 
against him. It proceeds: 

Your grand jary, the Committee on Civil Service Reform, charge him 
perjury, subornation of perjury, forgery, and embezzlement. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, not even a tyro in the profession of the law 
should make the mistake of comparing the Committee on Reform in 


| 


by the court; it is then placed in charge of an ofiicer, who conducts it | 
toa room and stands as sentinel at the door; its investigations are se- | 
cret; but one side of the case is heard; the defendant is not present | 
either in person or by counsel, and all that is required to entitle it to | 
find an indictment (which is drawn by the State’s attorney), is to es- | 
tablish a prima facie case of guilt. 

In this case the committee-room doors were thrown open. The de- 
fendant appeared with his counsel, learned in the law, to cross-examine 
witnesses, to interpose objections to improper questions, to avail him- 
self of any defense which might be accorded in any court of justice. and 
to examine all witnesses testifying in the case. Not only this, buta 
stenographer was present to prepare the testimony for the use of the 
committee and the accused. 

Whenever mistakes occurred or corrections were desired they were 
permitted by yourcommittee; therefore this House can readily see that 
thereis not the faintest similarity between a committee of this House 
charged with an investigation and a grand jury, to which the counsel 
compares it. Soe I say that at the very commencement of this defense, 
misleading comparisons are made in order to break the force of the 
blow impending over the head of their client. Next it says: 


The Committee on Reform in the Civil Service then charged Mr. Warder with 
perjury, forgery, and embezziem 


ent. 
The committee have done no such thing, and the counsel are again 
mistaken in this assertion. The committee find that L. F. Warder, 


then and now an employé of this House, did receive the sum of $1,250 
from certain 


the Civil Service to a grand jury. Why is it done here? To covertly 
i the committee? A grand jury is drawn, sworn, and charged 


>~ 


interested in a levee appropriation pending in the 


Forty-eighth upon the pretense of influencing Congress in 
connection th th, and it recommends his dismissal. No one of 


ordinary ing can read the testimony and come to any other 
conclusion. Even Warder’s testimony itself indubitably establishes 
this fact. This wonderful brief goes on further to say: 

We farther declare that as lawyers and honest men—— 


Why did it become necessary to add that latter phrase? 


with a keen a tion of the dignity and honor of this House, we have 
carefully and y read all the evidence adduced in this investigation, and 
we do most solemnly aver and declare that the charges against Mr. Warder are 
not sustained, and the resolutions reported by the committee arc wholly unwar- 
ranted and unjustly, cruclly severe. 


Not content with appearing before the commitice in defense of their | 
client the counsel in their zeal gencrously propose to give this House | 
the benefit of their unbiased opinion as to the law and the facts. We | 
should rather the House would be inclined to attach more im- | 
portance to the views of those who stand neutral in this case. Proba- 
bly the most influential and potential name attached to this wonderfu! 
brief is that of ex-Senator McDonald, of Indiana. I must confess to 
great surprise when I first saw his name affixed to a brief where the 
attorneys testified as to law and facts. 

Therefore when he in Washingten before the Commi(tce 
on Affairs I was gratified when he informed me he had never 


eee CC CC 


seen the nor authorized his name to be attached to it. I replied | 
place ned his name thus used I was surprised, and could only 


that good nature which all his friends so fully appreciate. 
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| done? 


3243 
Dote 
It is true that since that e he has written a letter to the coun 

the accused stating substantially what I have repeated. 

It is true that in the exercise of what I conceive to be rather an ex- 
traordinary discretion the counsel may have been justified in affixing 
his name to this brief; for having appeared with them in the defense oi 
Mr. Stealey, and his name being of record as counsel for the accused, they 
may have been misled, and I therefore cheerfully accept the explana- 
tion given by them in the note of disclain 
While the zeal of counsel may 


a 
till 


’ 
sel ior 


: 
i 


er of ex-Senator McDonald 


sometimes cause them to go a little too 


far, there is no reason why those who review the case should partake 
of the ardor of the advocate. 

But I must hasten on to other matters. 

Mr. Speaker, what would be the natural course of an innocent man 


ul 
of this kind? t 


I ask members of the 
Howse to put it to themselves 


and inquire what they would have 
Would you not have hastened before the committee so soon as 
it met and proffered to disclose your whole connection with the case? 
Yes; you would have gone before the committee, all of whom you had 
known, with all of whom you had served; you would have relied upon 
their honor to resolveevery reasonable doubt in your behalf. You would 
have gone upon the witness-stand and madean honest statement of your 
connection with the transaction. You would haverelied upon their sym- 
pathy; you would have said, my city was overflowed; it was the home 
of myself, my family, and my friends; the mistake I made was of the 
head and not of the heart; deal with me as I am; I desire to throw no 
impediment in the way of this investigation. 

Instead of this, the accused, with his learned counsel, sat silent day by 
day while the investigation went on. The committee were compelled 
to bring witnesses at great cost and inconvenience over 700 miles to tes- 
tify to facts in the full knowledge and possession of the accused. And not 
until fact after fact had so tightened the chain of circumstantial evidence 
around him that he felt he conld not eseape, did he take the stand in 
order, if possible, to extricate himself from these criminating circum- 
stances. The testimony, bearing, and manner of Mr. Warder upon the 
stand had much influence on the committee in arriving at its conclu- 
sion, 

It furthermore saw that some of the principal witnesses summoned 
by the committee on arriving in the city were promptly taken in hand. 
Two of them, Shuler and Goldbach, staid at the same house with 
Warder. These two witnesses staid in the city fully a day before com- 
ing before the committee to be examined. They are what is known in 
the law as reluctant and eager witnesses—reluctant for the side that 
subpeenacd them, eager forthe opposition. This illustrates in part the 
advantage of meeting witnesses face to face. This committee were not 
partisans. All they desired to do was to render a just and proper 
verdict. 

While strict party men, they recognized their high obligation to con- 
serve the honor and reputation of the House and the equally impos- 
ing duty of doing justice to the accused. Had Warder manifested 
more promptness in going upon the stand in hisown defense his testi- 
mony would have had more weight. 

Extraordinary efforts have been made to arouse the sympathies of 
this House in hisfaver. Heis entitled to justice, tempered with mercy, 
but not sympathy. Who brought this case here but himself? What 
but his own acts places him on trial to-day? By this reception of 
money for the alleged purpose of affecting the legislation of this House 
he aflixed suspicion upon himself. Standingat its portals to guard the 
entrance against lobbyists and those who would improperly secure 
legislation, he puts himself in the forefront as a lobbyist, and received 
money to be employed in accomplishing legislation. Nospecial plead- 
ing, no technicalities, no false sympathy should beextended to enable 
him to escape. 

There is another matter presented in the brief in this case to which 
I would here refer, as it isin the line of the whole defense. It dis- 
plays a disposition to raise misleading issues in order to escape the real 
issue presented for the consideration of the House. It is alleged that 
this charge against him ‘‘is the child of an appropriate liaison between 
political prejudices as sire and a deserter from the Southern armies as 
dam.’’? Suppose that is so, what has that got to do with this case? 
The only question for this House to consider is, are the charges which 


| have been brought against Warder true? 


We have nothing to do with the animus that may have inspired them. 
Even informers give clews which lead to the most important revela- 
tions. Theonly inquiry we have to determine is whether thecharges the 
committee investigated are true. In this case the tactics of adroit and 
skillful counsel should not mislead this House. Senator HARRISON’S 
testimony discloses the fact that the idea of bringing these charges be- 
fore this House was an afterthought. He stated that, as he was closely 
connected with the passage of the appropriation for fhe purpose of the 
Jeffersonville levee, when he heard that money had been received from 
the people of Jeffersonville to effect legislation he thought of moving 
for an investigation in the Senate, but when he ascertained that the 
money was received by an employé of this House he requested the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BrowNe] to originate the matter here. 

It is not my purpose to vindicate the gentleman from Indiana. He 
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is abundantly able to take care of himself; but, as an act of justice, I 
deem it proper to say he has shown no forwardness in this whole in- 
vestigation. Thecherges, it will beseen, are general. In fact, I thought 
too much so. In calling the attention of the gentleman from Indiana 
to my objection he stated that he had conferred with a distinguished 
Democrat on this side of the House in relation to that very matter, 
and they agreed on the form of the resolution; that a lie travels faster 
than the truth, and he did not wish to smirch the character of any 
man by naming him in the resolutions before the truth should be known. 
Therefore, instead of being amenable to the charge preferred by the 
counsel for the accused, he had shown a tender consideration for his 
reputation. 

Why refer to the witness Glass as being a confederate deserter, who 
broke his parole, unless to arouse certain sectional resentments? It 
appears from the evidence that Glass, when eighteen or nineteen years 
old, enlisted in the confederate army and served until captured in 1863. 
Then he was paroled and returned home; the cause of the South being 
desperate he came North, and made his home at Jeffersonville. Being 
@ poor man he became a corn-husker, then a team-driver in the city to 
which he went, and subsequently was elected mayor for two successive 
terms. 

The first time he moved in this matter was when the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. WIL.ts], the Democratic chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Rivers and Harbors, having seen in a newspaper that certain 
employ¢s of this House had received money for the purpose of effect- 
ing legislation, naturally felt indignant and wrote to Mr. Glass, who 
was the mayor, on the subject. 

That desire which prompted the gentleman from Kentucky to inves- 
tigate a matter which was calculated to reflect upon the integrity and 
the usefulness of this House is such as I trust and believe will inspire 
the action of its members to-day. The gentleman from Kentucky did 
not know the name of any of the parties concerned in the transaction; 
he believed it was a black-mailing operation, and the result has shown 
that it was a disgraceful transaction. Thus it appears how groundless 
is the charge in the brief of the counsel for Warder. 

The accused isa man of no ordinary intelligence; he is shrewd, quick, 
and accustomed to deal with men. He saw, no doubt, the weakness of 
the points in the brief of his counsel and he supplements it with one 
of his own, in which he appeals to the sympathy of the members of 
this House. While occupying a position on this floor he has placed 
document after document on the desks of its members for the purpose 
of affecting their judgment, and it is needless to refer to his personal 
importunities. 

I wish to call attention to another matter. While the committee 
were carefully endeavoring to ascertain who was the alleged attorney 
to whom Mr. Warder said he paid this money, they were unable for 
some time to do so. Something was to be concealed; there was no 
openness, no frankness, no candor. Even the men who came here and 
with whom Mr. Warder associated were asked, as they went upon the 
stand one after another, to name the attorney to whom this money 
had been paid, and no one was able to give the name. 

But when Mr. Warder was driven to the stand—I use that word with 
all its import, because he hesitated to go upon the stand even when 
the testimony was about to close; the committee at one time thought 
they would have to force him upon the stand—when at last he was 
driven upon the stand, then for the first time do we hear the name of 
this attorney who was alleged to have received the $1,250 which was 
sent from Jeffersonville, Ind. It then turns out that he is one E. N. 
Hill. Ido not blame Mr. Warder for wishing to conceal the name of 
the man. The committee could not believe that an intelligent man 
like Mr. Warder, who had been engaged for three years before the In- 
diana Legislature in regard to public matters, who for eight years was 
mayor of the town of Jeffersonville, and who upon the stand exhibited 
great intelligence and shrewdness, should not have known more about 
Hill than he professed. 

So far as Hill is concerned, we find the man was so notorious in his 
character that you have merely to examine him a short time to dis- 
credit everything he says. He is a man, according to his own state- 
ment and that of others, who has betrayed every man with whom he 
has been associated. He acted as agent for Stephen W. Dorsey, and he 
betrayed him. He was connected with the Pan-Electric Telephone, and 
he betrayed Hon. Casey Young. He was connected with various un- 
savory t ons. 

And this is the man to whom an employé of the House said he paid 
$1,250 for the purpose of securing the passage of a bill through this 
House! Why, sir, this is hard to believe. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. COX. Certainly. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Is there any proof showing that Mr. Warder 
knew at the time the character of this man Hill? 

Mr. COX. There is no proof of that fact, but he did not ask any 
aan in this city who Hill was nor tell any one of his employment, and 
why not? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Did you know anything of Mr. Hill? 


Mr. COX. No, sir; but I never would have paid him $1,259 ,,,.;) 
I had inquired of somebody about what manner of man he wa: ] 

Mr. FINDLAY. Would you[Mr. Ropertson ] have paid a {ve ; 
man of whom you knew nothing? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Ido not know what I would have don. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman would not have employed a man. a: yy. 
Warder alleges he did, with his opportunities of knowing, and paid hin 
$1,250 without knowing something of his character. It was easy to jy. 
quire about him and to know exactly who he was. I inquired ahoy: 
him after he was on the stand, and I learned he was a man who wo.) 
borrow 25 cents. There was no difficulty in getting such informati,, 

Mr. MORRISON. Would he pay it back? ([Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. No, I do not think he would, for according to the tex 
mony he received $5 and never paid it back. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Asa fee? 

Mr. COX. Asa fee; and he never paid it back. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I say the singular part was, we find Mr. Warp, 
makes it appear that he was of great service to him. He made t}; 
suggestion to him they should not strive for the purpose of protecting 
alevee, but to protect United States property. That appears to be a)j 
he ever did. Yetif you will mark the sequence: Senator HArpis) 
had referred to the War Department on the Ist of March an inguirs 
in regard to that very subject, and Mr. Stockslager, the Representatiy, 
of that district, on the 4th of April introduced a bill embodying tha: 
very idea. Yet Hill was not employed till the 13th of May, and M; 
Warder says his suggestion was most valuable. Is not that dodging? 
Is not that a misrepresentation of the true facts in this case? 

From the facts before us we can see the great, deep, abiding interest 
he had in explaining this matter, and therefore we must make due al- 
lowance for his evidence—take it with a grain of salt. But you may 
leave out Hill, and yet I say the facts found by the committee would 
justify such a finding as we make, because Warder himself said hy. 
received $1,250 and received it for the purpose of influencing legis- 
lation. That is what we have found. I say he contributed to the 
erroneous but too general belief outside of Congress, that it is necessary 
to use money to influence legislation in this House. 

It is for you to say to-day whether you will give the lie to this fils 
impression, or whether in the face of the restrictions thrown around us 
in regard to lobbyists so that even an ex-member of Congress is not al- 
lowed to enter here without stating on his honor he is not engaged in 
the passage of any bill, and with the fact that the United States Statutes 
provide a penalty of $5,000 or one year’s imprisonmen:é for any em 
ployé using money for that purpose—I say it is for you by your action 
here to-day to say whether you wish to publish to the werld that an 
employé of this House who received $1,250 for the purpose of influ- 
encing legislation, is worthy to further occupy the position which, in 
the opinion of the committee and the country, he has dishonored. 11 
such is your verdict, throw open your doors, invite all the lobbyists 
throughout the country to come to this council chamber and pay money 
for the purpose of securing legislation. 

Mr. G. Do you care to consider the question which will aris 
whether Stealey and Warder are not both entitled to the same criticisin’ 

Mr. COX. Now, in regard to Mr. Stealey, he never received ove cent 
of money. Mr. Warder received it all, and Mr. Warder says so him- 
self. Mr. Stealey did not employa counsel. He knew of the employ- 
ment of counsel, loaned Warder $250 to employ counsel, and in that 
way agreed to it after it had been done. 

‘vhe money that Mr. Stealey received from Jeffersonville was }u' 
money paid back to him for the purpose of refunding the amount he 
had loaned to Warder. He got back simply what he had loaned, an’ 
nothing in addition to it. ; 

Mr. JOHNSTON. of Indiana. May I ask the gentleman from Nort! 
Carolina a question? 

Mr. COX. My time is nearly out, but I will yield for a question 
only. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. I shall oceupy but a moment if the 
gentleman will it a question. 

Mr. COX. Very well. _ 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Was Mr. Stealey an employe of t): 
House at this time? 

Mr. COX. He was. : : 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Did he furnish to Warder the }20 
that was advanced ? 

Mr. COX. He did, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Did he know what he was goinz * 
do with it? 

Mr. COX. He did, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. 
understand ? 

Mr. COX. We say, further than using his influence for purposes ©! 
affecting he is “‘not guilty.”’ The facts do not make him 
guilty under the resolutions. aa 

Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana. Now, if he loaned the money to War- 
der to be used for that purpose, knowing the for wkach it was 
to be used, is he not just as bad as the man who used it? 


Now, then, you acquit Stealey, as ! 
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Mr. COX. We think not, sir. He did not, after it was apparent to 
every one else that the success of the measure was assured throagh the 
influence of Senators VOORHEES and HARRISON, dupe his fellow-cit- 
izens of Jeffersonville to send on $1,250 for a needless purpose, as did 
Warder. We have been fair and even merciful in our recommenda- 
tions, according to my conception. 

The committee find that— 


.. F. Warder, then and now an employé of the House of Representatives, did 
receive the sum of $1, 250 from certain persons interested in the success of the 
Jeffersonville, Ind., levee appropriation, pending in the Forty-eighth Congress, 
upon the pretense of influencing Congress in connection therewith, and they 
recommend that L. F, Warder be dismissed from the service of this House. 


-As to Stealey, the committee find that— 


Though it is improper for any officer or employé of the House of Representa- 
tives to undertake by his own efforts or those of his agents to influence legisla- 
tion in Congress, yet, So far as the present inquiry is concerned, the committee 
find that Stealey did not exact, collect, or accept from any person any sum of 
money upon the pretense or for the purpose of influencing Congress, and with 
the exception of the impropriety of an employé being concerned in attempts to 
secure such an appropriation he was not connected therewith. 


I reserve the remainder of my time. 


Mr. WARD, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I respectfully but most earn- 
estly request the attention of the House while I speak in behalf of 
Luther F. Warder. He has commissioned me to lead in his defense 
upon this floor. — ; 

I painfully realize, Mr. Speaker, the responsibility of my position, 
and I can say, without affectation of any modesty whatever, that I wish 
the defense, the main defense, so far as the control and direction of the 
argument is concerned, had fallen into other hands; that it had de- 
volved upon some one more experienced in legislation than I am. 

Mr. Warder is charged with very grave offenses, and let me say at 
once that if upon the evidence adduced in this case the Committee on 
Reform in the Civil Service could properly come to the conclusion at 
which they have arrived, they must have found him guilty not only 
of the charges embraced in the resolution by which the matter was re- 
ferred to that committee, but they must have also found him guilty of 
the offense of embezzlement, guilty of the offense of perjury, and 
guilty of the offense of subornation of perjury—crimes for which, if 
he has committed any-one of them, he deserves a greater punishment 
than this House has jurisdiction to inflict. Sir, I not only believe him 
guiltless of any of these crimes and guiltless of any of the offenses with 
which he is charged, but I declare, upon my word us a member of this 
honorable body, that I believe him to be a gentleman of the highest 
integrity of character. 

Now, sir, Iam not here for the purpose of indulging in harsh criti- 
cism upon the action of the committee who have conducted this inves- 
tigation. I recognize every gentleman upon the committee as my peer 
onthis floor. I know it is composed of honorable gentlemen, and many 
of them are able and learned lawyers, and I mean to speak of them 
with the utmost respect; but I say here, weighing my words well, 
having read this evidence with care, and having arrived at my conclu- 
sion upon my conscience, that if this man had been tried by any court 
in this country and the jury had returned, upon the evidence adduced 
in this case, the verdict which the committee has returned, there is not 
a court of appeals in the land or in any civilized land in this world 
= would not have promptly set aside that verdict as contrary to the 
evidence. 

I say with emphasis that there is not from the beginning to the end 
of the evidence in this case a line or letter, a word or a syllable, that 
would justify in the remotest degree the finding of the committee; and 
I do not mean to say this in any dogmatic spirit. I am not setting up 
my judgment as a man or as a lawyer against that of any gentleman 
upon the committee, or against the committee itself; but feeling ear- 
nestly on this — I have, as a lawyer, tried carefully to read the 
evidence, and if I could know that every member of the House had 
read the evidence with the same earnest care and attention. which I 
have conscientiously endeavored to bestow upon it, I should esteem it 
a work of su tion for any friend of Mr. Warder to utter a single 
word in his upon this occasion. But the record is so voluminous 
that it was not to be expected any considerable number of gentlemen 
would find time to thoroughly acquaint themselves with its contents. 

Mr. Speaker, if I this defense with some degree of earnestness 
I do so not simply from the fact that I have weighed the evidence care- 
fully, but also for the reason that I have known the defendant, Mr. 
Warder, long, well, and most intimately. He is from my own State, 
and I say herein the presence of the House that in my judgment there 
18 not a member here to-day who is more incapable of prostituting his 


position for pecun gain or of betraying his official trust by corruptly 
seeking to influence legislation than is Mr. Warder. 
I say this upon my knowledge of the man. What is proposed to be 


done here? the committee in their wisdom and upon their con- 
sciences had contented themselves with finding and saying in their con- 
clusions that Mr. Warder had done wrong in receiving and expending 
money while an employé of the House in engaging the services of an 
for the purpose of influencing legislation he would have been 
I would have been content, and his friends would have been 

But they go further, and I ask you to consider what is pro- 
be done here. I ask you, each one of you, to put yourselves 


i 


posed to 
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in the place of Mr. Warder. And I ask youif you propose to send 
him forth 2 branded perjurer to disgrace and to dishonor? If you do, 
I say again you do it upon evidence that can not possibly satisfy any 
disinterested and impartial mind. 

What are the charges? Allow me to read them. 
is the resolution that was sent to the committee. 
the issue the committee had to try: 

Whereas there was pending in the Forty-eighth Congress a bill containing, 
among other matters, an appropriation of $50,000 for a certain improvement of 
the Ohio River at or near Jeffersonville, Ind., known as the Jeffersonville levee 
appropriation; and 

Whereas it is charged by a reputable citizen of Indiana 


Let us see what 
Let us see what was 


I will have something to say about that ‘“‘reputable citizen’’ before 
I get through— 
that during the pendency of said measure a person or persons, then officers of 
the House of Representatives, exacted, collected, and accepted from a person or 
per-ons interested in the success of the said appropriation a large sum of money 
upon the pretense or for the purpose of influencing Congress, or some commit- 
tee thereof, or Members or Senators in their official action thereon; and 

Whereas it is also charged that the person or persons so exacting, collecting, 
and accepting said sum of money for the purpose aforesaid are officers and em- 
ployés of this House: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service be, and is 
hereby, instructed to inquire into the truth of said charges and report the facts 
to this House, &c. 

That amounts to this: that some persons who were employés of the 
Forty-eighth Congress, and are employés of the Forty-ninth Congress, 
sollected money from some person or persons, and paid it over to some 
member of this House or members of this House, Senator or Senators, 
for the corrupt purpose of influencing legislation. That is the charge. 
And I now respectfully ask the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Cox] to put his hand upon one letter, upon one word that was uttered 
by any witness on the stand which sustains that charge. Who was the 
witness? He is not to be found. He was not to be found. There is 
no such testimony. 

What are the facts, Mr. Speaker? Let me briefly allude to them as 
they are disclosed by the evidence. Who is Luther F. Warder? Who 
he is and what he has been is fully shown by the evidence. Heisa 
citizen of Jeffersonville, Ind. He has held the position of councilman 
for eight years in that city; he was mayor of that city for four years; 
he was a captain of a company in the Union Army in the late war. 
He is «1 gentleman who has held high positions before he came here. 
In the Forty-eighth Congress and in this Congress he has held the re- 
sponsible position of first assistant doorkeeper of the House. Who has 
testified against Mr. Warder? What is there in the.evidence in this 
case that reflects upon his character? Every witness who gave testi- 
mony in this case, so faras he alluded to the subject at all, testified that 
Mr. Warder had hitherto sustained a good reputation. And right in 
that connection, Mr. Speaker, I wish toread a short extract from a letter 
recently received by Mr. Warder from one of the leading citizens of 
Clark County—the county in which he resides—who is not only a lead- 
ing citizen but is the leading Republican of that county. And Mr. 
Warder is known to all of you asa Democrat. Here is what Mr. James 
G. Merryweather says—a gentleman of high character, bitterly opposed 
to Mr. Warder in politics. I wish to read a portion of this letter as tend- 
ing to show you the esteem in which Mr. Warder is held. 

Mr. COX. Is that in evidence ? 
Mr. WARD, ofIndiana. Itisnot. Iam notconfined to the evidence. 
This, as I have said, is a letter recently received from this distinguished 
citizen. 
Mr. BROWNE, ofIndiana. DoI understand letters of that character 
are to be admitted on both sides? 
Mr. WARD, of Indiana. Iam not sitting as a court and I can not 
say what documents are to be admitted, but 1 propose to read this letter 
unless somebody prevents me from doing so. The extracts which I read 
are as follows: 
JEFFERSONVILLE, May 15, 1886. 

FRIEND WARDER: I see your committee has reported. That report is won- 
derful to me. From a Jeffersonville standpoint, it isamazing. To justify it, 
there must be things which we have never known, and matters about which we 
never had the leastsuspicion. Al of the matlers connected with your case have 
been freely canvassed here,and excepting a very few of your enemies, political 
and personal, there has been but one expression, namely, that you acted as de- 
sired by the citizens, and in no way benetited yourself pecuniarily. Thatisthe 
almost aniversal expression of opinion, and the sympathies of the people are ac- 
cordingly with you. We think you sought to befriend us and resent any other 
construction or meaning of youraction. Weknowthe committee has done you 
great wrong,and was not fuily enlightened as to your true position and objects, 
Four-fifths of the people of Jeffersonville would gladly aid you, and if any way 
were indicated their expression would at once beforthcoming. * * * Inaill 
things, regarding the good of Jeffersonville, you have been the friend of the peo- 
ple, and while, as did occur, we often differed as to the best policy, land those with 
whom I acted always gave you credit for being upright, unselfish, and faithfully 
regardful of what you believed to be the best interestsofthe people. Isay nothing 
of the committec—doubtless it has done what it thought right and best, giving 
due regard to the rules of the House and “ civil-service reform,’ &c. But lam 
sure “ civil-service reform ”’ has given too much zeal to its functions, and has led 
it into a most grave and grievous error in your case. When the evidence is 
properly weighed, I hope and believe it will see its error, and you yet receive 
justice. Let that be as it may, our fuith in your integrity is not in the least im- 
paired, 

= 
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Your friend, 
J. B. MERIWEATHER. 


That is the testimony of a political opponent, the leader of his party 
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in this man’s county. 
Mr. Warder is held at his home, by his fellow-citizens in general. 

I have stated what is charged against this gentleman in the resolu- 
tion referred by the House to the Committee on Reform in the Civil 
Service. Let us see from the evidence what are the facts of the case. 
In 1883 the winds came and the rains descended and beat upon the town 
of Jeffersonville and flooded it almost out of existence. In 1884 there 
was another flood, greater in magnitude than the flood of 1883. Luther 
I’. Warder, in both those years, was a citizen of the town of Jefferson- 
ville. All the little he owns in this world is situated in that town. 

During the flood of 1884 he was here occupying the position that he 
oceupics now. His city, as I have said, was flooded. Mr. Warder’s 
property was in danger; the water had come up to the second story of 
his house. The property of his friends was in danger; there was im- 
minent danger that the city of Jeffersonville would be ruined as a place 
of commercial and manufacturing importance. The common council 
of that municipality (of which Mr. Warder had previously been mayor, 
having also served several terms as common councilman), knowing 
that he was here, sent on a committee to advise with him as to what 
was best to be done for their interests. They wanted to get a levee 
constructed at Jeffersonville to prevent the recurrence of such damage 
should another flood come. They sent a committee here with full au- 
thority to confer with Mr. Stealey and Mr. Warder, empowering them 
to do whatever seemed wisest and best in their judgment. Two com- 
mittces of that kind came on to Washington. On the last of those com- 
mittees was 2 wealthy and prominent citizen of the town by the name 
of Goldbach. He called upon Mr. Warder and told him he had full au- 
thority to do what he thought best, to employ an attorney or to do any- 
thing that would be in the interest of the town. That was the start- 
ing point of this case. That is who Warder was. That is what his 
relation to the city of Jeffersonville was. ‘That is what he was author- 
ized to do by the citizens of Jeffersonville acting through their common 
council and through their committees. 

Now, what was done? 

The important evidence in this case is embraced in the testimony of 
the witnesses Glass, Shuler, a member of the common council of Jef- 
fersonville; Schwaninger, Burlingame, the clerk of the council; Prather, 
the treasurer; HOWARD, now an honored member of this House; Gold- 
bach, Stealey, Warder, and Hill. These, I say, are the witnesses who 
give pertinent testimony in this case, and I again ask the gentlemen of 
the Committee on Civil Service Reform, with great respect, to tell me 
which one of these witnesses has sworn to anything that justifies these. 
charges. Name the witness. Cite me to the testimony he has given. 
The testimony is not contradictory; it is uniform in its tendency 
throughout, and it establishes no fact which Ido not cheerfully concede 
in this case. Gentlemen, when a man intends to commit a crime or 
undertakes to do a fraudulent act he does not proclaim his intention to 
the world. What was the conduct of Mr. Warder throughout this 
transaction ? 

First, I say, and the evidence fully sustains the assertion that from 
the beginning of this transaction to the end of it he acted openly, boldly, 
and above board. There was no secrecy or concealment in anything 
that he did. Everything was published to the world, so that all the 
world might have known it, and the people of Jeffersonville did know 
it. Does this look like the conduct of a man who was attempting to 
commit a crime or an offense of any kind? Is there evidence in the 
conduct of Mr. Warder that he was engaged in the business of seeking 
to improperly or corruptly influence legislation in this House? The 
committee have found that there came into Mr. Warder’s hands $1,250. 
They do not find that the money was used by him for the p of 
corruptly influencing legislation. In fact they find—they could not 
find anything else and justify their verdict—that, although Mr. Warder 
paid this money over to the man Hill, yet it was done frandulently and 
with a secret understanding between him and Hill that the money, or 
a considerable part of it, was to be paid back to Warder. 

Now, I wish to know where the evidence of that is? Take the evi- 
dence just as it stands in the record and tell me who is the witness 
that swears to anything of that kind? Mr. Goldbach swears that 
Warvcr informed him fully of what he had done in employing Hill as 
an attorney. Warder informed Shuler of the same fact, he informed 
Foutz of the same fact, and when he returned to Jeffersonville he ex- 
hibited to the people there the receipts which were given to him by 
this man Hill and which have been put in evidence here. 

Mr. CALDWELL. What are the dates of those receipts? 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. Iwill give youthedates. Theone for $250 
is dated May 13, 1884, and the one for $1,000 is dated July7, 1884. Mr. 
Warder came here in January, 1883. The first he had to do with this 
matt er was along in F’ or March of thatyear. Now whatdoes he 
testi:y to himself? and his testimony is corroborated by other witnesses. 
He was here in the House, here acting in the position which he now 


occupies, He became acquainted with this man He had frequent 
conversations with him before this matter came Hill frequented 
these lobbies; Warder made his acquaintanceand talked with him about 


many things, among others about levees. Hill told him that he knew 
all about levees, that he had ‘‘been raised behind a levee’’ himself, 
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able in the matter in which he was interested, employed him. 
did he employ him to do? 
the people of Jeffersonville in getting this appropriation through ( 
gress. 
mittee on Rivers and Harbors of this House had made or were abjoy, 
to make their report. Mr. Hill told Mr. Warder that in his judgment 
it would be useless to try to get anything through this House, but tha: 
an effort should be made to get the appropriation put on in the Senate 
and that it must be tacked on there upon the ground that such an ap- 
propriation was necessary to protect Government property at Jefferson- 
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That is the esteem, I undertake to say, in which | and he exhibited, Warder says, more intelligence upon the su}, 
levees and legislation concerning them than any man with whom | 
everconversed. Mr. Hill isa plausible man, a smart man, an able mys, 
and these gentlemen of the committee say he isalso a rascal. ' 
know anything about that, but for the purpose of this argument | 
perfectly willing to concede that he is, or was, a disreputable atio 


had 


I 


In fact, I think the evidence tends to show that; but, gentleme: hn 


me if you can where is the evidence that Mr. Warder at the ti; 
employed Hill knew his character? 
lina says that Warder had made Hill’s acquaintance two or ¢)y, 
months before and he ought to have known he was a rascal 
there are gentlemen on this floor who have been here fifteen or twen 
years, but I venture to say there is not one man out of ten | 


The gentleman from North (,:, 
Why, s 


bere t 


day who ever heard of Hill until this investigation was entere upo 


Mr. Warder, meeting this man, believing him to be intelligent a), 
Wha 
He employed him to act as the attorney of 


Hill gave him advice. The Con 


What advice did he give? 


ville. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I would like to ask the gentleman a question 
Did not Mr. Stockslager, then the representative from Jeffersonyil|; 
embody just that idea of the protection of Government property a: 
Jeffersonville in a bill which he introduced one month before the em 
ployment of Hill ? 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. Yes, sir; hedid. But what of that? It 
only shows that Mr. Stockslager was an intelligent man also. He 
the matter upon the right ground. 

But before Mr. Hill was employed by Mr. Warder the latter did no‘ 
know what advice he was going to get from Hill. In fact, Hill told 
him he would not give him auy advice until he had been paid a1 
taining fee of $250; and after that fee had been paid, he gave him this 
advice. 

3ut it is said by this committee that Hill never did anything else 
that there is no evidence that Hill ever went to the committee or to 
any member of Congress, or ever did anything except advise Warde: 
from time to time; and that his services, if worth anything, were mani 
festly worth less than what Warder paid him. Suppose we concede 
that proposition; and I do concede it for the purpose of the argument 
Mr. Warder, under the contract which both Hill and Warder swore was 
maze, agreed to pay Hill a retaining fee of $250, and $1,000 more. Upon 
what condition? Not if he performed valuable services, but if the ap 
propriation passed. That was the contract; and Hill, if he had sued 
him for this money would not have sued for the value of the services 
rendered, but upon the contract. Because Hill did not render services 
equal in value to the amount which was paid him, it does not follo 
that Mr. Warder was corrupt in employing him to perform those sery- 
ices. He is not the first client who has paid his attorney more than 
the services of his attorney were worth. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is the charge of the committee that Mr. Warde: 
shared the money with Hill, or is it charged that the contract between 
them was immoral or illegal? 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. My inference from the finding of the com 
mittee is that they believe Warder shared in this money. : 

Mr. MORGAN. Do the committee believe there was anything 1m- 
moral or illegal in the contract, as you have stated it. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I do not know that the committee charge 
there was anything immoral in the contract. I do not think there was 
anything immoral in it. I conclude from the finding that the comm 
tee believe that although Warder paid over the money to Hill, !11!| 
paid back some part of it to Warder; that Warder was the recipicn! 0! 
the greater part of the money. In view of their finding, they ms! 
have believed that. : 

Lut I say here to-day that, in my judgment, the committee hav 
found Warder guilty u mere suspicion; nothing else. They ‘in’ 
him guilty upon the sole ground that he employed adisreputable ma» 
I say eapectiully—ter I mean to be respectful all the time—but I say 
with entire confidence, that there can not be found in the evidence any 
thing which warrants the conclusion to which the committec have 
come; and we are remitted simply to suspicion, based on the fact t):' 
Mr. Warder employed a disreputable attorney. 

Now, it that Hill wasa rascal. I do not know whetlicr he 
was or not. I never heard of the man until this transaction came up 
But I say again there is no proof that Warder knew his character. An‘ 
I say that being a man of ability, as must be conceded, a plausible 
man in conversation and manner, he was just the man of all men to 
impose upon Mr. Warder, who was a newcomer here, who was hims«!! 
a frank, outspoken man. That is what I believe. 

Now, I want to see who this man Hill is. It is said that he has uo 
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standing a8 an attorney. If it were said merely that he isa rascal, per- m e evidence I heard did not,in my judgment, tend to. rim nate cither of the 
I might assent, although I do not know anything about him; but I | Sy“ Qiiaintamee with Me, Wales which is ot comme weaes standiag, would 
want to see whether he is so insignificant a person as we should be led | not jcad me tobelieve that hie would embers! ds placed in his hands 
to conclude from the report of the committee. I find from the evidence Very respectfully yours — aaieele 
that Hill was paid $2,500 for his services in the case of Mill, formerly f™ 4 ONALD 
United States marsha!, of Arkansas. Thatis one fee which he received. | oes oan ; 
Mr. SPRINGER. Who says he received it? |} Mr. W ARD, of Indiana. I do not Lthis ma ; one of great 
A MempBer. He says it himself. | Importance, and I would not have alluded to it bat for the fact that 
Mr. WARD, ofIndiana. Well, I will give you the testimony of some- nen [ misapprehend« lthe remarks of my honorable friend from North 
body else whose credibility you will not impeach. He was assistant Carolina [Mr. Cox] there was 4n attempt made to have it apy ear that 
counsel for the Louisiana returning board before the Potter investigat- | 80 thing in the way of fraud had been attempted to be practiced on 
ing committee, having been employed by Judge Edmunds, secretary of the House in the defense of this case. I respect | the attention 
the national Republican committee, and he was paid $500 for his serv- | of the honorable gentleman from North | irolina | Mr. Cox] farther to 
ices in that case. what appears ‘upon the record of the committee as published in this 
A Member. That is enough to condemn him. } case. Ll read from the proceedings of the ease 
Mr. WARD, of Indiana. Well, Iam only speakingof the question of \ Member. What page 
his ability and character as a lawyer, not his character asa man. He Mr. WARD, of Indiana. The first page of the record. 
must bea man of some ability or he could not have got such employment Commirree ON Rerorm 1x THE Crvu, SERvicr 
ashe did in these cases. Again, he is now engaged in an important case Friday, April, 1886 
before the Court of Claims, involving $67,000. He is the leading coun- fhe Commitice on Reform in the Civil Service, to whom was referred the res- 


iorm \ 
olution introduced by Mr. T. M. Browne, of Indiana, on the 18th of March last, 
relative to the appropriation for the Jeffersonville, Ind., levee, met this morning 
for the purpose of investigating the matte 
man, presiding. 

lion. J. E. MeDonald of Indiana, Hon. Philip B. Thompson of K 
and Hon. E. J. Ellis of Washington, D. C., appeared as counsel f 
against whom the charges were made. 

Isuppose Mr. Ellis and Mr. Thompson very naturally concluded that 
Mr. McDonald was counsel in the case when they found his name pub- 
lished in the record itself. It would have been an act of the extremest 
discourtesy to him if they had left his name off that brief. 1 call the 
attention of the House to another fact, that although Mr. McDonald 
disclaims being an attorney in the case at all he bears testimony to the 
high character of Mr. Warder in the letter which has just been read. 

Now, sir, because Iam desirous that other gentlemen who are the 
friends of Mr. Warder, some personally and some because they have 
read the evidence in the case—because I am desirous that they shail be 
heard, I do not propose to extend my remarks, but I appeal to the 
House before they pass final judgment in thir case to understand—to 
consider and ponder well, the evidence upon which they are called to 
act. I say again, and repeat it with earnestness and emphasis, and | 
appeal to any lawyer in the House to support me if he has read the 
evidence, that the findings of this committee are wholly inconsistent 
with the evidence and are absolutely unsustained by it. And yet itis 
proposed to send this man forth a branded criminal upon a state of facts 
on which any jury of his peers, in any court of the land, would promptly 
acquit him. 

lL ask any man upon this floor if he would like to be so treated, so 
tried, or if he could patiently submit to being found guilty upon such 
an array of testimony? Ido feel most earnestly in this matter, because 
I believe, I repeat, in the man, from my own acquaintance with him, 
from my own personal knowledge of his character, and from my know]- 
edge of the general reputation he bears in the State where he lives; and 
knowing him as I do I believe him to be an upright man, and I have 
as implicit confidence in his integrity and high character as in those ot 
any gentleman upon this floor. 

Mr. Speaker, the vicissitudes of life bring varied and varying fortunes; 
the distribution of Heaven’s good gifts to the sons of men is not mad 
in equal measure. To some comes the pride of descent from a noble 
ancestry; to some come great riches; and to some high position and 
honor; but the ambition which is born of divine inspiration is to trans- 
mit to our posterity the legacy of a good name. 

For this it is which shall survive when all else shall perish. It is 
for the House to say whether the children of Luther I’. Warder shal! 
be robbed of this legacy, which surely would have been theirs if they 
had become fatherless before the report of the Committee on Reform in 
the Civil Service was made. I appeal to you, gentlemen, to try this 
man upon the rules of law and of evidence. 

There can be no appeal from your high verdict. There is no court 
which can reverse your finding. Either this man goes hence vindi- 
cated fully from what those who know him best believe to be a vile and 
wicked calumny, or he spends the remainder of his life under the shadow 


sel in that case. One of the members of the committee, the honorable 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Stong], testifies that he knows the 
fact that Hill is employed as the leading counsel in that case to-day. 
o he is not an insignificant man. Heisa manof considerable ability. 
[ suppose his ability extends, perhaps, to his rascality. I do not know 
about that, and I do not care. But I take it that it can not be a just 
conclusion, that because Mr. Warder happened, owing to circumstances 
by which any man might be deceived, to employ this disreputable man, 
therefore it follows Mr. Warder was acting corruptly and knew of the 
bad character of Mr. Hill. There is nothing, sir, in the testimony of 
any witness to warrant such a conclusion. 

I wish, Mr. Speaker, to call attention to another matter. Hil! did 
give him fartheradvice. There was atime in the progress of this trans- 
action, while this appropriation bill was being considered by the Senate, 
when Senator HARRISON, and he testifies to it himself, advised Mr. 
Stealey to get the citizens of Jeffersonville to raise the sum of $25,000 
themselves and then to petition Congress for an appropriation of $25,000 
more, and, if this should be done, Senator HARRISON thought an ap- 
propriation of $25,000 might be voted by Congress. Mr. Stealey went 
to Hill and communicated to him the counsel of Senator HARRISON. 
Hill immediately said to him not to act upon that advice, that if they 
could get $25,000 they could just as easily get an appropriation of $50,- 
000. That advice of Hill’s was followed, and no doubt Jeffersonville 
obtained $25,000 more than she otherwise would have received, and I 
am glad of it, for Jeffersonville is one of the enterprising and promis- 
ing cities of my State, and I rejoice in any proper measure which may 
at any time be adopted tending to promote her growth and prosperity. 

Mr. CRAIN. Thirteen hundred dollars was a small fee for that 
purpose. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. Very small. There is no lawyer in In- 
diana or anywhere else who would render the same service for that 
amount of money. 

I wish to say @ word in this connection, as my friend from. North 
Carolina [Mr. Cox] has alluded to it, and I do not wish the House to 
be misinformed in the matter. The honorable gentleman from North 
Carolina has attacked, with some asperity, the counsel of Mr. Warder 
in this case. He has indulged in severe criticism of the brief which 
they have filed. Now I am not here to defend Mr. Warder’s counsel. 
They are abundantly able to take care of themselves. I am not stand- 
ing here as Mr. Warder’s advocate either, except as I deem it my duty 
as a member of the House and one of his triers. 

It is asserted these gentleman, who by the way were both honorable 
members of the Forty-cighth and several preceding Congresses, Mr. El- 
lis of Louisiana and Mr. Thompson of Kentucky, attempted to palm off 
fraud on this House by attaching the name of Hon. Joseph E. Mc- 
Donald, of Indiana, to the brief filed in behalf of Mr. Warder. It is, 
perhaps, but simple justice for me to say that Senator McDonald at- 
tended the sittings of this committee for a time, at least, and that Mr. 
Ellisand Mr. Thompson naturally thought he was counsel in this case, 
and so thinking, learning he was out of the city when the brief was filed, 
they deemed it but an act of courtesy to him that his name should be | of a cloud which can never be lifted. 
ae thebrief. I wish to haveread by the Clerk the letter which I do not believe that you will suffer this; my faith rather is that you 

McDonald has written on this subject. will send him forth clothed with the badge of innocence—so shall he 

The Clerk read as follows: walk in the golden sunshine which illumines the path of all honest and 

Riecs Hovsz, WasurncToy, D. C., May 22, 1886. upright men. [ Applause. } ; , 
Warder stn Sim: On yesterday my attention was called to a brie! in the Stealey- Mr. Speaker, I reserve the remainder of my time. ‘ 
mitnn of the House, purporting ae investigation by the Civil-Service Com-| The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman hassixteen minutes of 
name was 


r as instructed therein, Mr, Cox, chair- 


entueky 


or the parties 


en 











ed by me as one of the counsel in the his time remaining. 

‘At the Sanmamas. eee ss Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I would like to have some indication on 
instanceof Mr. Stealey I an interest in the investigation asa friend | the part as to what time they should like this debate to 

of the accused, and consulted with as one of the counsel in the cause, from ° of gentlemen a : 


FF 
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continue? 
T attended two Sieiennat ike-comestties, ond beard the testimony of the chief Mr. MATSON. Several gentlemen desire to be heard, I know. 
are Jeffersonville, but I heard no other part of the testimony, nor Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I reserve the remainder of. my time, and 
Thad to be called as a witness. as Mr. Stealey informed me that he | hope the House will allow a reasonable length of time for the friends 


my testimony, but it was not found necessary. of Mr. Warder to be heard in this case. 
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Mr. COX. I am simply trying to agree upon some time when 
the debate shall close. Some members have informed me that they 
were under the impression the debate would be closed in two hours, 
and I do not wish to antagonize measures of public importance which 
gentlemen desire to call up, nor do I wish to impose upon the patience 
of the House any longer than is absolutely necessary. I hope there- 
fore that gentlemen will indicate a reasonable time within which the 
debate shall run. Would three hours answer for the gentlemen? 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. It seems that two hours on a side would 
not be an unreasonable time. Thereare grave and serious charges. I 
do not know, of course, how many gentlemen may desire to discuss 
the question. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. 
tional ? 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. 
n aking four hours in all. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. That is reasonable. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I think we have had debate enough, and the 
House is ready to vote. 

Mr. COX. Does the gentleman mean to indicate that he is wiiling 
that the previous question shall be considered as ordered at the end of 
four hours ? 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I think that would be satisfactory. 

Mr. COX. Then I ask unanimous consent that the deliate shall be 
closed in two hours from this time. 

Mr. WISE. How long has the matter been under consideration? 

TheSPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The debate began at thirty minutes past 
11 o’clock. The gentleman from North Carolina now asks unanimous 
consent that at the expiration of four hours from that time the previous 
question shall be considered as ordered upon the resolution reported by 
the committee and the substitute of the gentleman from Indiana. Is 
there objection? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I object. 

Mr. COX. I will call the previous question at that-time. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope the gentleman from Indiana will consent 
to limit this debate to three hours in all. The House will be just as 
competent after three hours to vote upon it as they will after four hours. 
The facts are few and simple, and so far as I am individually concerned 
I am ready to vote now. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. On consultation with gentlemen around me I 
withdraw the objection. 

TheSPEAKER pro tempore. Is there further objection to the request 
of the gentleman from North Carolina? [After a pause.] The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr.WARD, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I possibly misapprehend the 
statement of the gentleman from North Carolina. I only consented 
that the entire debate should be limited to four hours, under the sup- 
position that we could not get any more. My friends around me, or 
rather the friends of Mr. Warder, are anxious that more time should 
be given, and I ask the gentleman from North Carolina now to consent 
that the previous question be called at the end of five hours from the 
beginning of the debate; which will give two hours and a half on each 
side. 


Does the gentleman mean two hours addi- 


No; two hours altogether on cach side, 


Mr. COX. I can not consent to that. 

Mr. WISE. I object to that proposition. 

Mr. COX. I propose to call the previous question at the end of four 
hours. 


Mr. WARD. Then I agree to the proposition that the previous ques- 
tion shall be considered as erdered at the end of four hours of debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair again submits the proposi- 
tion that the previous question be ordered at half past 3 o’clock. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 
Will the chairman of the Committee on Civil-Service Reform be recog- 
nized by the Chair to dispense one-half of the remaining time? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from North Carolina 
has ten minutes of his hour remaining, and the gentleman from In- 
diana has sixteen minutes of his hour remaining. If there be no ob- 
jection the gentleman from North Carolina will be recognized to appor- 
tion the hour and ten minutes remaining on his side, and the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. WARD] will be recognized to apportion the hour 
and sixteen minutes on his side. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. COX. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Rhode Island 
[Mr. SpoonER]. i 

Mr. SPOONER. Iam sure it has been no part of my purpose, and 
I am equally sure it has been no part of the purpose of the Committee 
on Civil Service Reform, which had this disagreeable matter under in- 
quiry, te do injustice to any officer of this House coming within their 
scrutiny in the performance of the duty which was delegated to them. 
‘The Committee on Civil Service Reform is composed of eight Demo- 
cratic and five Republican members. Its upon this matter is a 
unanimous report, arrived at after a careful of the testimony 
and a consideration of the case and the questions involved, occupying 
@ period of more than a month, during which I believe they gave earn- 
est, faithful, and honest investigation to this subjeet, and arrived at 
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the one conclusion which the facts which came to their knowlediv » 
ranted. Evidence, I suppose I need hardly suggest to a House orp 
posed so largely as this House is of gentlemen of the legal profession, 
is that which convinces. 

No man reading this testimony as it is presented in the pages 
report can arrive at the fair and intelligent conclusion concern; 
questions involved that a committee can which, competent for the ¢< 
has listened to the testimony as it came from the lips of the witnese. 
has seen the bearing of the witnesses upon the stand, has serntinj,,. 
their manner of testifying, and carefully digesting the facts. jac yy 
them in their proper relationship with one another. 

I can not doubt that the House in its consideration of this matic, 
has the same desire which the committee had to arrive at a just oop. 
clusion. If I could be satisfied that I was wrong in the conclnsjoy 
which I have reached, no one more readily than I would concede th: 
fact, for I would be among the last of those who would undertake j- 
rectly or indirectly to blacken the fair fame of any man or att. mpt to 
punish him improperly. 

But, Mr. Speaker, under the oath of office which I have taken hera 
and in the performance of my duty upon the committee to which this 
matter was assigned, not by the committee’s request but by the order 
of the House, I can only do that which, in the light of the testimony 
and under the responsibility of my position here and upon that com- 
mittee, seems to my conscience just and proper. I must lend my voice 
and my vote, now and whenever circumstances require, to maintain 
the dignity and integrity of this House and its proceedings; and when- 
ever it becomes my duty, as it evidently has upon this occasion, | shal] 
rot hesitate to express my judgment concerning any matter relating 
thereto which may be committed to my consideration. ; 

The time which I have is very limited, and I can not attempt there- 
fore to go into the extended consideration of this testimony which its 
character and importance properly demands. I must content myself 
with referring briefly, as it necessarily must be, to those salient points 
in this testimony and this case which have largely compelled me to 
arrive at the judgment which I have formed. 

No one who knows Mr. Warder can question that he is a shrewd, 
intelligent man of the world. He has had large experience. He has 
been mayor of the city of Jeffersonville. He has been in public and 
official life. He has mingled with men. He shows and exhibited to 
the committee those traits of intelligence and ability which justify the 
committee in measuring his acts by the standard they would apply to 
those of any man possessing those characteristics in similar circum- 
stances. 

Now, Mr. Warder admits that this money was received by him. He 
admits that while an officer of this House he received it for the purpose 
of influencing legislation concerning the appropriation for the Jetfer- 
sonville levee. When he is asked what he did with this $1,250 he tells 
the committee, as a in his testimony here, that he employed one 
E. N. Hill and abd ci this amount of money. 

If Mr. Warder had employed a reputable attorney and paid him this 
$1,250 which came to his hands, Iam not by any means prepared to 
say he would be excusable for his connection with this matter; but he cer- 
tainly would stand in a very differentattitude in my apprehension from 
that which he now occupies; for he would at least have a reputable 
witness to verify his now doubtfal or incredible and unsupported story. 
I can notstop to tell the House who and what this man Hill is; a man 
without character; a man who has been in the most question- 
able transactions; a man who has been a pirate in politics and a mer- 
cenary everywhere; a man who is irresponsible for a five-dollar loan; 
who could have been employed, if his employment was desired in any 
matter, for a very trifling compensation; the last selection of any hon- 
orable, intelligent man for legitimate service in forwarding Congressional 


ar- 


lation. 
The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. SPOONER. I wish the Chairman would give mea few minutes 
more. 


Mr. COX. The gentleman can have three minutes more. 

Mr. SPOONER. Then, Mr. Speaker, I must hurryon. Whatever 
the employment that Hill is alleged to have been secured for, he (ii 
nothing. He was first employed, as he and Warder testify, on the 15h 
of May, 1884. Theonly thing that Warder pretends that Hill ever did 
in this case, the only thing that Hill himself pretends he did in tis 
connection, was to advise that this appropriation should be urged upon 
the ground that it was for the protection of the Government prop ''y 
at Jeffersonville. ; 

Now, bear in mind that it was not till the 13th of May that Hil! was 
first employed. It is also a fact that on the 4th of April, near'y 4 
month ing Hill’s employment, Mr. Stockslager, then a member 
of this House, had introduced here a bill for the protection of that same 
Government property at Jeffersonville, Ind., by the constraction 0 
levees, the identical that Mr. Warder and Mr. Hill claim that 
Hill originated. It is also a matter of fact that on the Ist of March 
— nearly two months and a half before the employment © 

ill, Senator HARRISON had introduced in the Senate a resolution 0! 
inquiry addressed to the Secretary of War, asking for information © 
this same subject as a basis for appropriation; and the report o! the 
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Chief of Engineers in response to that inquiry, concerning the protection 
of those Government works by levees, is dated on the 19th of April, 
1884, nearly a month prior to the time when Warder and Hill would 
have us believe that the project of protecting the Government works 
there by levees was originated by Hill. Hill appeared before no com- 
mittee, conferred with no member or Senator, and did nothing and could 
have done nothing to forward that legislation, as Warder must have 
known. : : 

All that was done in connection with this project in either House of 
Congress was done by the Senators from Indiana and the Representative 
of the district upon this floor, Mr. Stockslager; and there is no evi- 
dence and no pretense that Hill knew anything about what they were 
doing or what they did, or performed any professional service in the 
matter. 

It is a larger draft on my credulity than I can conscientiously honor 
to ask me to believe, upon Warder’s statement, indorsed by Hill, that 
a man of intelligence and experience would have paid so considerable a 
sum as $1,250 in such circumstances for such utterly worthless and en- 
tirely unnecessary services. 

Mr. WARD. I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from New 
Hampshire [Mr. GALLINGER]. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Mr. Speaker, under ordinary circumstances no 
man in this House would hesitate longer than myself to antagonize the 
report of a committee; but, sir, I have donein this case what I believe 
very few members of the House have done—I have read every single 
word of the evidence, and I have come to the conclusion, after mature 
deliberatién, that the resolution reported by the Committee on Civil 
Service Reform ought not to be adopted by this House. 

The chairman of the committee asks this.question: ‘‘ Are the charges 
against Mr. Warder true?’’ Now, sir, I want the committee itself to 
answer the question thus propounded by its chairman. The charge 
against Mr. Warder I find to be this: 

Whereas there is pending in the Forty-cighth Congress a bill containing, 
among other matters,an appropriation of $50,000 for a certain improvement of 


the Ohio River at or near Jeffersonville, Ind., known as the Jeffersonville levee 
appropriation; and 


Whereas it is charged by a reputable citizen of Indiana that during the pend- | 


ency of said measure a person or persons, then officers of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, exacted, collected, and accepted from a person or persons interested 
in the success of the said appropriation a large sum of money upon the pretense 
or for the purpose of influencing Congress, or some committee thereof, or Mem- 
bers or Senators in their official action thereon; and. 

That, sir, is the charge upon which Mr. Warder was tried, and now, 
as I have said, I propose to let the committee answer the question of 
its chairman. They say in their report that the testimony establishes 
the fact that no part of the $1,250 paid by the people of Jeffersonville 
was used, or attempted to be used, in corruptly influencing any mem- 
berof either branch of the Forty-eighth Congress. Therefore I say that 
the committee have themselves answered the question of the chairman 
whether or not the charge has been sustained, and have said to this 
House that the allegation upon which Mr. Warder was tried is not sus- 
tained by the evidence. 

Mr. Speaker, we have testimony in this case that is worth our while 
toexamine. In the first place, two members of the last Congress, Mr. 
Ellis, of Louisiana, and Mr. Thompson, of Kentucky, say that, ‘‘ As 
lawyers and honest men, and with a keen appreciation of the dignity 
and honor of this House, we have carefully and closely read all the ev- 
idence adduced inthis investigation, and we do most solemnly aver and 
declare that the charges against Mr. Warder are not sustained, and that 
the resolutions reported by the committee are unwarranted, unjust, 
eruel, and severe.’’ Ex-Senator McDonald, who has been called into 
this controversy, has given his testimony, and he says, ‘‘ The evidence 
I heard did not, in my judgment, tend to criminate either of the par- 
ties, and I understand the committee fully exonerate Mr. Stealey.”’ 

We havea gentleman in this House who stands as high, I apprehend, 
as any member of this body, Hon. Jonas G. HowArpD, of Indiana. 
He was a member of the committee that came on here to Washington 
to press this priation for the works of Jeffersonville, and he on 
the witness stand gave this testimony: 
helped to raise that money, the $1,000 or the $1,256? 
vised them to raise it, and thought it was necessary to doso. After- 
presented to me and I either signed it as a surety or as a prin- 


ember which. I had the impression that some one or other 
t it to me, and that I occupied the position of surety on it; 
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but I was wi ing pay my proportion of it, and advised that the money be 
sent; and if I not advised tt the money would not have been sent. It was 
sent here for the purpose alleged in the letter, that they wanted it to employ a 
man here to assist in getting it through. 

Q. Were counsel, lawyers, or what? 

A. I do not w; 1 thought some lawyer, to give an opinion upon what 
was thought best to do in the matter, or some men who were not lawyers, who 
knew how to manage a scheme of that kind. That would be my judgment, 
without ever having been here or had any legislative experience. 

2 on was that money to be used for—any illegal or unlawful purpose”? 

Q. Was it open and notoriously known there? 

A. I was es to my own business, but it was understand by me that 
it was no secret, my advice always was to send the money. 

Q. And at that time 7 were a candidate for Congress? 

A. Yes, we were in the fight. I was nominated on the 15th of May. 

Q. Then it was after you were nominated that the money was sent? 

A. Yes, sir; this committce that Goldbach was on was here before I put my 
Bame on the note. 
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Q. You raised the money after you were a candidate? 

A. I think the money was not raised until some time in July. 

Q. Now, Mr. Howarp, you came here first to Washington in the capacity ofa 
visiting committee? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Did your experience here cause you to advise the employment of coun- 
sel in this matter who would give it special attention? 

A. Well, sir, I should do that now after my experience here. I would want 
somebody to look after it. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, the allegation in this case involved not only Mr. 
Warder, but Mr. Stealey also, and let us see hoy the case stands as to 
Mr. Stealey. The committee say: 


The only other employé of the House of Representatives in any way connected 
with the charges under investigation is Mr. O. O. Stealey. It appears that Mr. 
Stealey was cognizant of the employment of Hill, and loaned Mr. Warder the sum 
of $250 for that alleged purpose, which sum was repaid Mr. Stealey by the citizens 
of Jeffersonville. 


Now let us hear Mr. Stealey’s own testimony on the subject: 


Q. Mr. Stealey, please tell the committee what connection you had with pto- 
curing this levee appropriation for Jeffersonville; when you first undertook it, 
and all about it. 

A. Lam a citizen and tax-payer of Jeffersonville; all my interests are there, 
and my family lives there. They had floods there in 1883 and in 1884 which 
destroyed the town pretty much, and I was asked by friends to assist here iu 
Washington in securing this appropriation, which I did. I went to Senator 
Harrison frequently, and I went to Senator Voorhees, and to members of the 
House, and did all that man could do for his town in that respect. 

* *. . * * * + 

Q. Something was said about you having paid out $250. 

A. Lloaned Mr. Warder $250. 
i 
| 


Q. What was that for? 

A. He told me at the time that he wanted to or had employed an attorney. 
T asked him who the man was, and he said it was Hill. I then asked him what 
he knew about the man and was he a good man, and he said: “I think so; I 
talked to him, and he seems to have a good idea of legislation.’’ I then asked 
him where the money was to come from, and he answered: “‘ Prominent tax- 
payers want this done, and I am authorized by Mr. Goldbach to employ an at- 
torney, or some man to watch this bill.” 


I submit, Mr. Speaker, that upon the testimony given by Mr. Stealey 
himself, which I have just read, it is a most extraordinary circumstance 
that this committee should find Mr. Warder guilty and yet find Mr. 
Stealey innocent of thischarge. Why, sir, Mr. Stealey knew that War- 
der had employed Hill; Stealey took the money outof his own pocket 
| and handed it to Warder for that purpose, which money the citizens of 
Jeffersonville subsequently repaid to Stealey. Yet the committee say 
that Stealey is innocent while Warder is guilty. If I buy a pistol and 
hand it tomy neighbor toshoot a man down, I ask this House if I am 

not equally guilty with the man who commits the murder? And I ask 
| the House this further question: If this man Stealey, who took this 
} money from his own pocket, knowing what it was wanted for, and 
| thereby enabled Warder to use the money for that purpose—if he is in- 
| nocent, how can Warder be guilty ? 
| Now, Mr. Speaker, I protest against this discrimination. I protest 
| against this committee striking down one man and allowing another 
man who is equally guilty go free. I protest against this committee 

or this House striking down a brave Union soldier because a man who 
was a deserter from the confederate army and a personal enemy to the 
accused has come forward to prefer charges against him, as is the case 
here. Iamnot going todetainthe House. I have read this testimony— 
every word of it. Iam not alawyer, but I undertake under all circum- 
stances todo justice as between man and man. I say it might be right 
for this House tocensure both these men. Very likely they were both 
guilty of an indiscretion. But when this committee undertakes to de- 
clare this one man guilty of an offense deserving expulsion, and the 
other man guilty of no offense whatever, it is making a discrimination 
which the intelligent judgment, the good sense, and honesty, and integ- 
rity of the House will not, in my opinion, sustain by its vote. Sir, my 
vote will be given against the committee’s report. I shall be neither 
principal nor accessory to a wrong which I think is unprecedented in 
this House, and if done to-day will not, I think, be repeated in the future. 
[ Applause. ] 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE]. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I look upon 
the functions of a committee of investigation as somewhat similar to 
those of a master or commissioner in chancery, whose duty it is to take 
testimony and report it to the court with such recommendations as he 
may think proper within the terms oftheorder. I look upon the mem- 
bers of the House in this matter as standing in the attitude of judges 
to take that testimony and conscientiously examine it so that their 
votes may really be judgments based upon the evidence. Of course, 
Mr. Speaker, in such a proceeding a judge in equity or a member of 
Congress is always at some disadvantage, because he reads the testi- 
mony as it appears on the printed page and has not the benefit of the 
impression that is necessarily made upon those who hear the wit- 
nesses depose and who mark their demeanor under cross-examination. 
But the best we can do is to take this testimony and try to find what 
is established by it. ee 

Having read the testimony in this case from beginning to end with 
| such care as the practice of my profession has taught me to exercise, I 
have, in spite of a prejudice which I could not entirely remove, come 
| to the conclusion that the judgment reached by the committee is not 











9290 








warranted by the testimony reported to the House. I have no criti- 
cism to make upon thecommittee. It is solely in discharge of the duty 
required of me to vote on this question that I have attempted to under- 
stand the testimony so that I might vote intelligently. 

The facts as shown by the testimony—the uncontradicted facts, facts 
which, so far as the testimony that I hold in my hand goes, are with- 
out contradictory evidence—are that Mr. Warder, a citizen of Jefferson- 
ville, Ind., having been its mayor and then an employé and officer of 
this House, was requested by an official act of the council of Jefferson- 
ville to aid in the obtaining of an appropriation of $50,000 to prevent 
the recurrence of an overflow of the Ohio River and the consequent dam- 
age therefrom. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Do I understand my friend to say he finds from 
the evidence that Mr. Warder was employed by the city council of Jef- 
fersonville ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. No, sir; I did not say em- 
ployed; or, if I did, I will now say ‘‘ requested.’’ 

Mr. FINDLAY. In what way? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. By a committee of which 
Mr. Shuler was the secretary, of which Mr. Jonas Howard and others 
were members, which committee had been requested to come here and 
see about this matter. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Now, I desire to say to my friend from Kentucky, 
with all deference to him, that I do not think he has read the evidence 
with that care with which I know he usually reads the testimony in 
cases with which he is professionally connected. If he will allow me 
to say—— 

’ Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, 6f Kentucky. I am perfectly willing to 
yield to the gentleman, if it does not come out of the few minutes al- 
lowed me. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Of course this is an important point, and ought 
to be corrected right here. There weretwocommittees. If my friend 
will look at the testimony—— 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Yes, there were two commit- 
tees that came here at different times. 

Mr. FINDLAY. The first was a legally authorized committee. The 
second committee was composed of three persons, Mr. Jonas Howard, 
Mr. Clark, and Mr. Goldbach. Mr. Clark was the only member of the 
committee who had any authority from the city council to come here. 
Mr. Howard did notcome. Mr. Goldbach was substituted in Mr. How- 
ard’s place by Mr. Howard. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Yes, sir, that is true. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Well, I do not think you can make a ‘‘ request ’’ 
out of that. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. 
an attorney. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Authority from Howard to Goldbach. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The fact is, then, as I stated, 
that Mr. Warder was requested by a committee to aid in obtaining this 
appropriation. As the gentleman from Maryland says, Mr. Howard 
was originally a member of the committee. Mr. Howard could not 
come, and Mr. Goldbach came in his place. That committee represented 
the town of Jeffersonville, and that committee requested Mr. Warder 
to act. It is a mere ‘‘ sticking in the bark ’’—— 

Mr. FINDLAY. Not at all. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. It is a mere “‘sticking in the 
bark’’ to say because one of the three members of the committee staid 
at home and nominated another citizen as his proxy, who did come, 
that the request made by this second committee was not an authorized 
request. 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that is too narrow a ground to put the 
disgrace of a man upon. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Itis if true, but unfortunately it is not true. Mr. 
Goldbach was the man when he came to Washington who says he gave 
this authority to Mr. Warder. There is no proof in this case that Mr. 
Clark, the second man on the committee, ever united in the request. 
Mr. Clark comes here as a substitute, but does not show how he be- 
came a substitute. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The fact isshown by the testi- 
mony, and it is making a mountain out of a mole hill gnd an elephant 
track out of a mouse track to attempt to build up an argument upon 
the absence of the authority of Mr. Goldbach, representing as a mem- 
ber of the committee from Jeffersonville his right to ask of this citi- 
zen, an ex-mayor of Jeffersorville, the duty of helping that town to 
have an appropriation to prevent the recurrence of a disastrous flood 
is clear. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I only want to set you right. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I think, sir, the statement I 
made, and which I repeat under the full knowledge I think of the tes- 
timony, is that Mr. Warder was requested by a committee from Jeffer- 
sonville to see if this appropriation could not be made. Mr. Speaker, 
whether requested or not, he was a citizen of the town of Jefferson- 
ville, his family living there; had been one of its citizens; was now 
upon the ground; and the thing asked by the town was athing the 
citizens of Jeffersonville were greatly interested in, and was not an im- 
proper thing to do. ; 


Authority was delegated to him to employ 
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the argument, I desire to submit he came to the conclusion and deci 
he would not be of any efficient service, that it was better to :e: 
man skilled asan attorney, and he says he employed, and I am yo: 
menting upon the verity of the testimony, about which, of cours: 
only judge by the testimony itself—but speaking from the testi; 
the committee as reported itself, that testimony, not the suspicioy. 
the conjectures, not the guesses of anybody, not the beliefs of anv 
but the testimony is that he employed a man by the name of Hi\|_ ¢), 
he employed him with a bargain that he was to have $250 d 
$1,000 after the act was passed. 





of the gentleman has expired. 


Indiana to give me five minutes more. 


much of the time of the House, but it was because of the colloquy with 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. FinpLAyY], and I will now pro 
ceed. 
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Passing from that, Mr. Speaker, whether properly or not does not 


al 


The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Crisp in the chai 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I ask the genth 


man from 


Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I will yield to the gent 


time. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I donot desire to tak 


ju 
He paid that $250, and he paid the other $1,000 after the }) 
was passed, as both Warder and Hill testified, and there is not 4 
word of contradiction but some of corroboration, 

Now, the committee report one important fact as the conclus 


which they come, and as to which there is no contrariety, so tha 
get rid of one phase in the case which might require severe p 


ment. It is that the testimony shows no portion of the $1,250 paid 
the people of Jeffersonville was used or attempted to be used j 
ruptly influencing any member of either House of Congress. Ther 
fore the only act Mr. Warder was guilty of was that he acted as the 
conduit through which $1,250 of the money of the people of Jefferson 
ville passed into the pockets of Mr. Hill for the purpose of having tho 
appropriation made. 

Say it was wrong that he did employ an attorney for this purpose, 
he himself being at the time an employé of this House; admit, if you 
please, that it was improper for him as an employé of this House to in- 
terest himself in an appropriation for his own town, still is it conceivy- 
able that that impropriety should be regarded as such a crime by this 
House as to warrant his being dismissed in disgrace ? 

Mr. Speaker, the objection I have to the report of the committee is 
that it obliterates the distinction between crime and impropriety. It 
is no such crime—a citizen of a town interesting himself in an appro- 
priation for his town, being himself an employé at the time of the 
House which makes the appropriation, employinga lawyer and paying 
a fee for that service—as it is to receive money for a corrupt purpose, 
for the purpose of effecting or influencing legislation and using that 
money for such corrupt purposes. There is a broad distinction between 
the two; and yet we, if this report is adopted, inflict upon this man all 
of the punishment, the extremest punishment that could possibly be 
inflicted upon him even if this money had been used for corrupt pur- 
poses. “We go back to the old days when the man whostole a shilling 
was hung as well as he who murdered by poison. 

We obliterate all discrimination between crime and impropriety 
Sir, I have tried, from the testimony, to come to a just conclusion. | 
have no other feeling in it. The fact that Mr. Warder was a citizen of 
Kentucky at one time, that heserved in a most gallant regiment unr 
a most gallant and meritorious officer of the Federal Army, on!) 
strengthens my desire to do him justice under the testimony. 

But the point I desire to make is, that the committee itself do not 
report corruption. They report that the story about the payment is 
suspicious, but not that he is guilty of that perjury which must be 
necessary and of which he would be guilty if hedid not pay the money; 
nor do they find him guilty of the embezzlement necessary if he ).1 
pocketed it. They simply report that the story is suspicious and t 
do not believe it; and that report leaves the matter just in this con :- 
tion: that a man did have $1,250 put into his hands, out of whi’ 
paid a lawyer $250 at one time and $1,000 thereafter; that he did not 
corruptly influence or try to influence anybody; that he approac! 
nobody improperly or used any improper means with anybody to (0 
anything; and the sole question for the House to determine is, whet!ct 
under such circumstances punishment such as is here recommend! 
shall be inflicted. I do not believe it just. 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me, and I say it with all respect to the 
mittee and with all respect to its members, that those who read ' 
testimony will come to a conclusion opposite to that which the o 
mittee has reached. It seems to me that this great punishment 1s 10 
at all proportionate to the offense as established by the testimony; 0" 
thus belie when the friends of this man asked me my opinion an! 
I had given it to them, I thought it was no more than proper that | 
should express openly and fully on the floor of the House the sim 
opinion I had given to them on an examination of the testimony. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I now yield five minntes to the gent!em.” 
from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL]. | 

Mr. DANI Mr. Speaker, two things are involved in this invest!" 
gation: In the ae dae the dignity, the purity, and the integrity 0! 
the proceedings of this House; in the second place the character of one 
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who has been a reputable citizen. 


Like the committee who report | 


this resolution, and like every gentleman here who values his own good | 


name, I have endeavored to take care that the dignity of this House 
shall be duly and most scrupulously defended. On the other hand, not 
for the sake of our own personal character, nor for the sake of the char- 


acter of this House, nor for the sake of the character of anybody, | 
should any gentleman who sits here clothed with the power and dig- | 


nity of a judge venture to trespass in any degree upon the character 
even of the humblest citizen of the land. 
take into account, and small would be the man indeed who should, in 


ny humble judgment, the fact that this man has or might have worn | 


the blue or the gray or whether he is here as a Republican or a Demo- 


crat or neither. He isan officer of the House, and we are the represent- | 


atives of the people, and that is all our relation. 

Now, sir, the facts of this case when summed up and boiled down 
are simply these: That an officer of this House received from a gentle- 
man in the community where he lived, in no secret manner, a very 
reputable citizen so far as we know and so far as the record shows of 
that community, a certain sum of money to be paid to an attorney, 
which attorney was to exercise his skill in some way, whether by argu- 
ment before the committee or not, or whether in legitimate ways or not, 
does not appear, and there is a blank astothat. There can be no pre- 
sumption against an estimable citizen of criminality unless the circum- 
stances fairly prove it. Now, sir, in my humble opinion that any ofli- 
cer of this House should lay hold of matters of legislation which are to 
be dealt with, and should have to do with them, is an impropriety. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Will the gentleman allow an interruption? 

Mr. DANIEL. Certainly. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Is there any evidence anywhere to show that 
even this man Hill, after having been employed as an attorney, ever 
approached any member of the House? 

Mr. COBB. The testimony is just the other way. 

Mr. DANIEL. There is no testimony that a dollar of the money was 
corruptly used; and nothing but inferential and conjectural testimony, 
which is a mere matter of suspicion, according to the varying minds of 


> . | 
For my part, sir, I do not 
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men who may devote their attention to the matter, that any money was | 


intended to be used corruptly. 

But there is this about it: The very nature of the contract made, 
with a contingent fee dependent upon the passage of a bill in this 
House, was against public policy, and that fee could not be recovered 
ina court of law if it had been sued for. 
transaction, but it was not a transaction which by any court has ever 
been held to partake of criminality or to require the visitation of severe 
judgments. 

Now, sir, it seems to me that standing in this attitude, having to 
deal with our own characters and with the dignity of the House of 
Representatives, and having to deal with the character of a reputable 
citizen with an equitable and just judgment, not straining the mind 
to take hold of suspicions and inferences and conjectures, which are in- 
volved in fog and uncertainty; nor on the other hand yielding to that 
looseness of legislation and that looseness of morals which perhaps has 
been gone too far with in many transactions—that we should deal with 
this matter just as it is proved to be—‘‘ nothing extenuating, nor setting 
down aught in malice,’’ and that this officer should be censured for an 
improper transaction; whereas a just and equitably-minded man, re- 
viewing all the circumstances and partaking of just indignation against 
any impropriety in legislative concerns, would say that judgment was 
too harsh and too severe which degraded a citizen so far as to dismiss 
him from the public employment. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. COX. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. FarquHar]. 

Mr, FARQUHAR. I wish to be very brief and very pointed in the 
few remarks I may make as a member of the committee, not merely in 
vindication of the findings of the committee, but to look at one or two 
points brought out in the testimony, and that have led in all likelihood 
to the findings of the committee in their report. 

First of all, Mr. Speaker, I wish to say as a member of this House 
and as a citizen, that this whole Jeffersonville investigation, from be- 
ginning to end, is so besmirched with circumstances brought out in the 
evidence, and that have led to the findings of the committee, that I 
almost feel glad that it has come to this House to be turned over to it 
to be ultimately settled; but I hope that no other investigation of this 

may ever again come before a committee of which I am a member. 

From the first day that a delegation was sent from Jeffersonville 
until the last dollar of money was turned over by Mr. Warder to this 
so-called briefless barrister, there is a history of circumlocution with 
men’s characters, and men’s actions, and men’s motives thoroughly 
involved; and in the midst of all of it there was a good deal of politics 


and 
During the investigation I took occasion to ask Mr. Warder on the 
Witness-stand why it was that he did not consult with the Representa- 
tive on this floor of that district, Mr. Stockslager, who certainly knew 
more about the matter than he could, and had more interest in it than 
had, I asked him why he was not the man to consult, and to go to 


he 
Senator VooRHEES and HArRIson when this bill passed out 





It was a grossly improper | 
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of the House without this designation of $50,000 of appropriation—why 
the Representative of the people in this House was not the man to be 
consulted about it? I shall give the House Mr. Warder’s answer. 
Here is his explanation of the whole transaction. It is the explanation 
why Mr. Stockslager got left. 


By Mr. FARQUHAR: 

Q. The receipt for $250 is dated May 13. 
hire this man Hill? 

A. I think a day or two previous to that. 

Q. Now, inali this time intervening between the hiring of Hill until the pas- 
sage of this designation of appropriation, can you give this committee a reason 
why you never told Mr. Stock slager that you had bired this man? 

A. lL suppose I can, sir. 

Q. That is just it. 

A. If that is just it I think I can satisfy you. I want to be very particular, be- 
cause there is some little delicacy aboutit. I think I will make astatement that 
will be reasonable, and if it d 


loes not convince you, | am thoroughly convinced 
In the first place Mr. Stockslager was a candidate for re-election, and my « 


How long before that date did you 





yunty 
and my city and my people were friendly to Mr. Stockslager up tothe time that 
Mr. Jonas G. Howard, a citizen of our city, was induced to become a candidate 
i bad received an appointment as assistant doorkeeper in the House of Repre- 
sentatives under the Doorkeeper, and I was credited to Mr. Stockslager, while 
in reality and in truth Mr. Stockslager had nothing to do with my appoint- 
ment. But still I was wiliing that it should be so, and I was friendly to him at 
thetime. Naturally, 1 suppose, Mr. Stockslager thought I oughtto support him 
in his candidacy. Mr. Howard was my neighbor and my friend. and of course 
I could not support Mr. Stockslager. I went to him and told him so. I told 
him I intended to support Mr. Howard and to do alll could for him. That 
caused a little estrangement between Mr. Stockslager and myself, and I never 


consulted with Mr. Stockslager about this thing in my life 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
pired. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I ask the chairman of the committee to yield 
me just another minute. 

Mr. COX. I yield the gentleman another minute. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Now, asa member of the committee I base my 
whole action on this. An officer of this House by his own volition, 
of his own will and act, exacted from citizens of Jeffersonville $1,250 
for the influencing of legislation. Hesought his own way te influence 
it. It was through a briefless barrister, a nobody, who stands before 
a committee of this House perjured. He swore before the Hot Springs 
investigation committee that he had lied on the witness-stand. And 
when I asked Mr. Warder ‘‘did you not pay too dear for your whistle,’’ 
he answered they had. 

Now, with all the circumstances of the case, with no animus against 
this gentleman, because in my view he has done his duty in this House 
diligently and well, I can not with the restof the committee rest under 
the stigma that any feeling has entered into their report. And let me 
say not a line of brief was written by Hill, not a consultation was had 
by him; Hill was a man of no repute and was a poor man to hire at an 
awfully big figure. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. WapswortTH}. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I have found time to read the 
entire testimony in this case, the report of the committee, and the brief 
of counsel, not only because I wished to know the facts before passing 
upon the question of the expulsion of an officer of this House, but also 
because of my long acquaintance with the gentleman principally con- 
cerned, Mr. Warder. He was born and raised in my district and my 
neighborhood, and many of his kinfolk reside there to-day, people of 
most eminent respectability and worth. Mr. Warder volunteered in 
the county of Fleming in the fall of 1861 as a private soldier in a com- 
pany of the Sixteenth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, one of the finest 
regiments that ever served under our flag, a regiment raised in my own 
county and the adjoining counties of my district by Col. Charles A. 
Marshall, one of the worthiest citizens of the State. 

It is no small praise to say that in such a regiment Mr. Warder rap- 
idly rose to the rank of captain. Under these circumstances I took an 
interest in the case which led me to make a thorough investigation of 
it by reading the testimony, the report of the committee, and the brief 
of counsel, and I confess that I was agreeably disappointed upon read- 
ing that testimony after the report of the committee had been filed. 
The effect of that reading was to entirely change my impression of the 
case. About the facts as shown by this testimony there is no room for 
adifferenceof opinion. Thecrimeor theimpropriety, whichever gentle- 
men choose to cal! it, consistsin the factthat Mr. Warder, by the author- 
ity of his fellow-citizens of Jeffersonville, employed a lawyer to counsel 
him in relation to the question of an appropriation pending before Con- 
gress, in which his neighbors were deeply interested. The fact that 
the lawyer employed was a man of poor reputation is, in my judgment, 
@ small and unimportant circumstance in the case. My opinion is that 
the offense, if it be an offense, would have been the same if the lawyer 
had been a man of high standing, because there is no evidence to show 
that Mr. Warder, new as he was to the men and business of this city, 
had any notice that Mr. Hill was not a lawyer in good standing. 

The case is simply the case of an officer of this House employing 
counsel to advise him as far as he could properly do so in the interest 
of an appropriation pending before Congress for the benefit of the 
town in which he lived. It seems to me that the motives of the gentle- 
man in making this employment are in question and nothing else, and 


The time of the gentleman has ex- 
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I think our friend from Rhode Island [Mr. SroonEeR] concedes that 
when he says that even if the lawyer had been reputable, still he is 
not quiteclear in his own mind that Mr. Warder would have been blame- 
less. 

Mr. SPOONER. I simply meant to say that he would then have had 
a reputable man to corroborate him. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. It is perfectly clear, Mr. Speaker, that if this 
lawyer had been among the members of the bar in high standing this 
case would have been whistled down the wind, and this blow is aimed 
at Luth Warder simply because shortly after hiscoming to Wasbington 
he employed a man who upon cross-examination seems to have been 
employed theretofore in performing questionable exploits. Now, the 
motive of Mr. Warder in making the employment was honest or it was 
corrupt. If it was honest, this report can not be justified. The em- 
ployment of counsel for and on behalf of his townsmen is all that he 
is responsible for. The testimony is absolute that the money was raised 
publicly in the town of Jeffersonville, where Mr. Warder lives, and 
that the most reputable citizens there knew all about it. It was not 
done in a corner. 

It was no secret. It was not fraud trying to cover up its steps; it 
was the open manifestation of the anxiety of the citizens of Jefferson- 
ville to procure some assistance from the national Treasury. At the 
request of these people, Mr. Warder made this employment, not to in- 
fluence legislation corruptly, not to buy any committeeman or Con- 
gressman. No committeeman, no legislator was approached. There 
was no secret proceeding of any kind. The money was raised by the 
people of the town, and part of it was paid to Mr. Stealey, who had ad- 
vanced $250, and, after the passage of the bill, $1,000 was sent to Mr. 

Warder, and he paid it te Hill. If he is to blame, he is to blame for 
having employed this man at the solicitation or request of his fellow- 
citizens while he was an officer of this House. Now, if that wasa mis- 
take it was a mistake that any gentleman might have made, and prob- 
ably would have made under the same circumstances, and does not 
imply any corrupt motive. 

If it was criminal Mr. Stealey is just as criminal as Mr. Warder. 
He knew that Hill was to be employed. He furnished the money to 
employ him, and the committee show that they are not sure of their 
ground when they leave Mr. Stealey out. If they had felt certain that 
the employment of Hill under these circumstances was a criminal act 
which should be visited by expulsion, they certainly never could have 
exonerated Mr. Stealey. Why, it is in proof that he sent a friend to 
suppress the investigation and offered to pay the money back, and he 
is the man that advanced the money to employ Hill and interested 
himself to secure the appropriation. 

We are asked to brand an officer of this House as criminal simply 
because, at the solicitation of his fellow-citizens, he employed a law- 
yer to advise in a matter pending before Congress. Now, the commit- 
tee do not mean that. The chairman of the committee says that we 
have not seen the men testify, that we have not had an opportunity 
to see the manner of the witnesses. Thecommittee are of opinion that 
there is something not disclosed by the evidence. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I protest against condemning an officer of this House 
upon any such ground as that. Theevidence isallwe have. The testi- 
mony is absolutely clear and convincing that the people of Jefferson- 
ville raised this money openly and above-board; that they wanted this 
lawyer employed, that they requested their fellow-citizen to employ 
him, and that they paid him. That is all clear from the proof in the 
case, and I protest against going behind the proof and inferring some- 
thing merely because the testimony may show that the man employed 
was not a reputable lawyer. To condemn an officer of this House upon 
any mere inference of that kind is to do an act of injustice and can not 
in any way promote the dignity or maintain the character of the House, 
which seems to be the end in view. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I have already yielded to three gentlemen 
consecutively, and I now ask that the other side dispose of a part of 
their time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Cr1sp). Does the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Cox] desire to yield to anybody ? 

Mr. COX. Not at this moment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state that at half past 
3 o’clock the vote must be taken, and any delay in occupying the floor 
reduces of course the time allowed for debate. If there is no desire to 
continue the debate further the Chair will put the question. 

Mr. COX. I yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Browne]. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Mr. 8 er, if I can have the attention 
of the House I propose to talk aboutthis case. I have no feeling what- 
ever as to its result. I have long believed that truth, when it has a 
fair opportunity, will vindicate itself. It wasone of the earliest things 
I learned that you might fortify a falsehood—attempt to make it appear 
a truth—but the time would come in God’s providence when the 
light would shine through it and show its real character. With your 
indulgence, Mr. Speaker, I will present this case as it seems to me to 
be disclosed by the testimony. 1 will begin by saying that the original 
fact of the receipt of $1,250 by Mr. Warder is not denied by him. It is 
an admitted fact in the case. Here I wish to say that an attack has 


been made upon John M. Glass, who seems to have furnish 
statement upon which the charge was made. 
I do not deem it necessary to say a word in vindication of Mr. « 
It is enough to say that he does not testify to a single fact which is no: 
admitted to be true even by the defense. I challenge any gentleman 
to refer to a single fact in this case testified to by John M. Glass that 
not conceded to be true. Why then assail him ? — 
Now, $1,250 having been received by Warder, for what DUTpose w 

it received? My distinguished friend from Kentucky Mt r. Wa or 
WORTH ] says it was raised by citizens of Jeffersonville for the purpose 
of having a lawyer employed to secure this appropriation of $50 ; 9). 
Where in the record does that appear? It seems that after two , om- 
mittees had come from Jeffersonville for the purpose of influencing 
Congress or some committee to consider favorably this contemplated ap. 
propriation, a dispatch was sent by a gentleman of Jeffersonville to 
know whether it would be better to send a third committee. Why 
sir, the second one, according to the testimony of Mr. Goldbach, did 
nothing for two mortal weeks but eat and drink and look at Congress. 
men and draw their pay! But a telegram was sent to Mr. Warder in- 
quiring whether it would not be better to send another committee: and 
he telegraphed in reply, I do not undertake to repeat his language. fo; 
I do not remember it, but substantially he replied that they might as 


ed the 
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well throw their money away as to send a committechere. He thought 
it best to employ some one here. 
Now, that advice came from Mr. Warder himself. Mr. Joys G. 


HowARD, the distinguished gentleman who now represents that dis- 
trict, was thought to possess no sufficient influence to be of value if he 
should return; nor was it conceived that any other distinguished citj- 
zen of Jeffersonville could render any service by coming here. War- 
der and Hill seemed to be the men who Warder thought should figure 
in the case. 

But I pass hurriedly on; for I have but fifteen minutes. Mr. Warder 
suggests that he had employed or would employ—my recollection is that 
he states he had employed—whom? One of the witnesses whio is not 
impeached says ‘an influential friend;’’ another states ‘‘a competent 
person;’’ and a third, swearing in regard to Mr. Warder’s statement, 
says ‘‘anattorney.’? Mr. Warder had employed either ‘‘an influential 
friend,’’ ‘‘a competent person,’’ or ‘‘an attorney.’’ Before I pa: 
this point I want to say that notwithstanding the fact that this matter 
was discussed in the newspapers of Jeffersonville and Louisville for 
two years, becoming, I may say, a matter of notoriety, a public scan- 
dal, yet I dare any gentleman to point to the place in the record where 
the name of this attorney was ever disclosed until it was disclosed to 
the committee during the investigation. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana, rose. 

Mr. BROWNE, ofIndiana. Iassert that the record in this case shows 
that this matter entered into local politics, became a matter of local 
controversy through the newspapers; men ran for office on the platform 
of reimbursing or not reimbursing these men who raised the money. 
Yet for the first time the name of the attorney is disclosed during the 
committee’sinvestigation. Itistrue that Mr. Goldbach says that son 
time after the transaction was over he saw a letter in which the name 
of an attorney was given, and it was a short name, but he does not re- 
member what it was. But it is a littlesingular that when this matter 
became one of public controversy some explanation was not made to the 
people. Further than this, when this money was reimbursed by the 
city council and the bill was presented it was for expenses incurred in 
procuring the appropriation, but neither the name of Hill nor the name 
of any other attorney is mentioned, nor is the receipt of any attorney 
filed in connection with the matter. Nor did the bill mention an at- 
torney’s fee at all—— 

Mr. BYNUM. Will my colleague permit a question? 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Not now. . 

Mr. BYNUM. My colleague asked to be shown where in the record 
this name is mentioned. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Yes; I know what the record is. _ 

Mr. BYNUM. If the gentleman will yield, I can point out where 
the name is mentioned. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. You will have an opportunity. 

Mr. ROBERTSON (holding up a copy of the evidence). Here, ts 
right here. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Read it. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. You can read it yourself. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I do not know what the gentleman re- 
fers to. Thereis in this case an intimation from some witness, perhaps 
more than one, that in some conversation in the city of Jeffersonville 4 
name was mentioned; but I say if it was mentioned it was kept in the 
breasts of these men, and the public who were concerned in the matter 
were never informed in reference to it. After this thing bad gone 
through the newspapers the chairman of the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors [Mr. WILLIs] noticed the controversy and informed Mr. J ohn 
M. Glass that if the citizens of Jeffersonville or its council had paid avy 
money for this purpose they had been ‘‘taken in” by some Washing- 
ton “ shark,”’ as there was no necessity for the payment of the moncy 
or any of it. : 

But I must pass on. It is admitted that this money was paid, that 
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jt was received by Mr. Warder. It was received either that he might 
thereby influence legislation or that he might procure somebody else 
to do it. Now the inquiry comes, what became of it? 

That is the questiov. Let us discuss it fairly. What became of it? 


Says my distinguished friend from Kentucky [Mr. WApswortH}, he 
employed an*attorney. Who? Let us talk about it as sensible men. | 
Suppose you, or some of you, become trustees of your neighbors to use 


$1,250 in the employment of an attorney, do you not want to know 
who the attorney is, to know something of his standing in the profes- 


sion, to know something about his character asa man? Do you not 


want to be introduced to him by somebody, not want to know him? 
No, it is not insisted on here that Warder knew of Hill’s standing, but 
it is admitted he was never introduced as an attorney or anything else. 


But Warder finds a man wandering about these corridors and picks up | 


a little passing acquaintance with him. He discovers in conversation 
with him that he ‘‘ knew more about levees than any man he ever 
struck.’? And one day afterward, in conversation with Hill, he told 
him he had a levee matter on hand, and wanted to know how to pro- 
ceed. I give the substance of his testimony and the testimony of Hill. 
‘*Tam a man of business,’’ said Hill, ‘‘and generally get something for 
my service. Give me $250 down, and I will begin to talk to you.” 
The inquiry was: Where is your office, and when will you be there? 
Without another word the bargain was made. The same evening, or 
the evening of the next day, he goes to Hill’s office and shells out $250, 
and agrees he will pay him a thousand more when the bill becomes a 
law. Up to this time he does not ask any one about Hill. Up to this 
time he has not made inquiry of anybody about Hill. Up to this time 
he has conferred with no one about Hill’s employment. He did not 
ask Mr. Stealey about him, as has been asserted. Mr. Stealey asked 
Warder, when he was informed Hill had been employed: What do you 
know about this man? Is hea good man? He said: ‘‘I do not know 
anything about him. I casually met him here, and he seems to know 
all about levees.’? That was after Hill was employed. 

Mr. ROBERTSON rose. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana, Now, would you, my friend, would any 
ofthe gentlemen here employ aman and pay him $250 down and promise 
him a thousand dollars more in addition without knowing anything at 
all about him ? 


Mr. ROBERTSON. And would you convict a man merely on sus- | 


picion ? 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I will talk to you about that after a 
while. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. And that is what you do when you vote to con- 
vict him, for there is not one line of proof in this record to show he is 
guilty of anything. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. My friend is—— 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Notatall. [Great laughter. ] 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. If I could only apply a sedative to my 
friend and quiet him he would not talk so much. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Ican talk. There is the gentleman’s misfort- 
une. Ihave the facts and I can show that there is not a particle of 
proof against him. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I protest against these interruptions. 

Now, sir, having employed a man nobody told him anything about, 
aman to whom he was never introduced, a man nobody ever knew, he 
paid him an enormous feetodo what? Iaskagain, todo what? What 
duties were enjoined upon him? Who was toconfer with him? With 
whom was Hill to work, and how? Did he ever for a moment go before 
the committee having this appropriation in charge? Oh, no. Did he 


ever see any member of Congress? No. Did he make any argument | 


or any brief? But he conferred with Warder. What did he 

tell Warder? If you want to get this appropriation you must abandon 

the idea of getting it for protecting Jeffersonville or for the improve- 

ment of the river; you must get it for the protection of the Govern- 

ment in Jeffersonville. It was, they say, on thet advice they 
and subsequently obtained the appropriation. 

Was this advice oe or acted on? No. 

Let me say a word about that. In the first place, before I pass, it 
is admitted that that advice is all Hill did that was of any consequence. 
This lawyer who received $1,250 never spoke to any member of the 
committee. Thatistrue. And it is true this money was not used to 
influence any member or any committee, corruptly or otherwise, be- 
cause the emphatic proof is that Hill never spoke to any member or to 
any committre. He did not speak to any member of the House or of 
the Senate. Oh, yes, he earned this money very easily. But did the 
measure begin or proceed on his suggestion ? 

Now, I want to put down dates, and I do not want to be confused. 
Hill was em on the 13th of May. Mind you it must have been 
subsequent to 13th of May he gave this important counsel to aban- 
— = of maming the levee to protect Jeffersonville, but to pro- 

on t it was to protect the property of the Govern- 
ene theory P property 

Bear distinctly in mind now he was employed on the 13th day of May, 
and, mind you, it was subsequent to the 13th day of May he gave this 
important counsel. Bear in mind that fact. Now, before March 1 
there was a meeting of Senator HARRISON, Senator VooRHEES, Mr. 
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WILLIs, the chairman of the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
| Mr. Stockslager, who represented that district, and these gentlemen 
| there agreed upon this plan of proceeding, and they had never heard 
of Hill and had never heard of his employment. This was ten weeks 
before Hill’s pretended employment. 

My colleague, Judge HOLMAN, the record says, was present, and at 
| this meeting, I repeat, held before the Ist of March, it was agreed that 
| if this appropriation were proper at all it must be made and presented 
upon the assumption that it was necessary to protect the Government 
property in Jeffersonville. On the Ist of March Senator HARRISON 
| introduced a resolution into the Senate asking the Secretary of War 
for information on this subject; and on the 19th day of April the engi- 
| neer reported, and on the 12th day of May the Secretary of War re- 
ported—all in favor of the project, and all before Hill had been em- 
ployed and got his $1,250 for doing nothing. Mr. Stockslager, the 
gentleman who was not to be communicated with at all in this matter, 
had, on the 14th day of April, introduced a bill into this House pro- 
| posing to secure this appropriation upon that express ground. 

Ah! gentleman, look at it now. Here is a man employed by War- 
der that he did not know, that he had had no introduction to, that he 
had never heard of, who had been recommended by nobody, who was 
not a lawyer at all in any proper sense of the word, but he employs this 
man and pays him $1,250 and requires him todonothing. He did not 
communicate Hill’s employment, and only pretends now the lawyer had 
given him this counsel. All this had been anticipated, and long before 
had been anticipated and wasa matterof record. Now let us come to 
the close of it. Unfortunately, in this case, the man who secured and 
accepted the money, the man who appears and swears that he received 
the money, the man who puts the $1,250 in his pocket without render- 
ing any service, is, by all, conceded to be a most disreputable man, 
wholly unworthy of credit. Is itsurprising that the committee discred- 
ited this story ? 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 
| TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from North Carolina has thirty-two 
| minutes of his time remaining and the gentleman from Indiana has 
twenty-seven minutes. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I yield ten minutes of my time to my col- 
| league [Mr. Howarp]. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Speaker, I regret exceedingly that so impor- 
tant a matter as this, a question of investigation that has taken one 
month to get through with, and comprising one hundred and twenty- 
| five pages of evidence—that it should be crowded into the short space of 

four hours’ debate on this floor. I think that this House by limiting 

the time to so short a period has done a great injustice to the defendant 
as the party arraigned before its bar. 

There is more in this case than dollars and cents, Mr. Speaker. There 
is involved in it the integrity and honor of a citizen; and every member 
of this House has to pass in judgment upon that citizen. They are 
called upon not to recall the judgment of the committee; that is not the 
question; but each must be responsible for the verdict he gives to-day. 
He can not shirk the responsibility. ‘This rests upon each and every 
man, and each and every man must bear it. It is a question that we 
can not weigh in comparison with money. It is more far-reaching in 
its consequences than that. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the time is so limited that I scarcely know how 
to take hold of the case in order to discuss it properly; but there seems 
to be two prominent points to which I ask attention, and which the 
advocates of the report of the committee make in this case: One isthat 
the attorney employed was a disreputable man; another prominent 
point is that they went and employed an attorney and ignored the Rep- 
resentative of the people from that district, Mr. Stockslager, and these 
two points, together with another point—that the parties upon the wit- 
ness-stand, Hill and Warder, did not in their manner of testifying suit 
the members of the committee—are all they rest upon. Noneof them 
appear to be worried about the evidence or the facts submitted; they do 
not pretend that the evidence sustains the verdict they rendered; no- 
where do they dare say that the man could be found guilty on the 
strength of the evidence adduced against him, nor would it be sustained 
by any court in this country. But upon what principle do they find 
him guilty? Do you find him guilty becausethe man he employed was 
not the man that he ought to have employed? If you heldevery man 
responsible for the character of the lawyer he employsI ask how it 
would fare with many litigants in this country? What would be the 
end of it? It is not the first time that true and good men have been 
deceived by the men they employed as attorneys. But it does not ap- 
pear that Mr. Warder was the only man who employed this attorney, 
for it is shown that greater and wiser men than Warder have been de- 
ceived in the employment of this same man. 

We find him employed in the Potter committee by the gentlemen 
who are here. We find him employed in various important cases. 
And although the services might not have been exactly in accordance 
with what men may regard as reputable, you should not be asked be- 
cause of this to condemn this man Warder as a felon, as a criminal, 
and send him out of this House in disgrace upon mere inference. I 
submit that inferences are always in favor of innocence and not of guilt. 

But gentlemen of the committee say we are not bound by the ordi- 














92054 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JUNE 4 


’ 
































nary rules of evidence that govern the courts of justice. Why should 
not the ordinary rules of evidence prevail in this House? When Con- 
gress with all its power occupies one end of the scale and a humble 
individual is in the other, because Congress has unlimited power we 
should for that very reason be very circumspect and examine every 
point with care. I again ask why it is the ordinary rules of evidence 
should not govern in acase like this? Is it motas important as a ques- 
tion of dollars and cents? A man’s honor and integrity are as impor- 
tant to him as his lifeitself—nay, more so. Thesame rules that prevent 
him from being incarcerated in a penitentiary should be applied when 
his honor is at stake. 

Now, let us apply these rules, and where does the case stand? The 
committee ask us to judge the law and the evidence. They bring 
prominently before the House the attitude of Mr. Stockslager. For 
one solid month Mr. Stockslager was in my Congressional district. He 
came four times and spent one month there. My people were against 
him; I was against him. Mr. Warder and Mr. Stealey were against 
him. On the Ist May he was in Indiana at the convention that nomi- 
nated me. And when these parties came here, knowing my town was 
against him, knowing that the appropriation was to be in favor of my 
town, my advice was to keep away from Mr. Stockslager. His posi- 
tion was sich that no pradent man would trust him in that transac- 


tion. Why? Because we were all against him. All the town was 
against him. Those that were seeking the appropriation were against 
him. And I say no prudent man would commit his case to that kind 


of a man under such circumstances. I advised them not to do so. 
Mr. Stockslager, as I am informed, did not even know that that appro- 
priation was before a committee of conference. And it was for the rea- 
son that he might be friendly to it, yet he might on the other hand 
stab it if he had a mind to; and no pradent man would have com- 
mitted the charge of the matter to him under such circumstances. 

And yet this committee have used that as a circuinsiance to bolster 
up their report. I do not say Mr. Stockslager would not have actcd 
honestly. I say, while he might have supported the appropriation, it 
was dangerous to have him interfere with it, and no prudent man who 
understands business transactions and human nature as we do would 
trust such a man under the cireumstances. And for that reason we 
felt we were without any assistance in Congress from the Representa- 
tive of that district. 

{| Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. COX. I yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman from Louisiana 
[Mr. BLANCHARD]. : 

Mr. BLANCHARD. In the outset of my remarks I desire to state 
that I take no part in the criticism which in the course of this debate 
has been passed upon two of the gentlemen who represented the de- 
fendant in this investigation as counsel. I refer to the charge that by 
one of those gentlemen the name of ex-Senator McDonald was improp- 
erly signed to the brief. Ita from the record which I hold in 
my hand that Mr. McDonald did appear before the committee in the 
capacity, as was thought, of counsel for Warder and Stealey, and, being 
absent when the brief was prepared, I do not think it was improper or 
unprofessional for one of his colleagues to sign his name along with 
theirs to the brief which was prepared on behalf of the accused. 

With this statement I will proceed to present the case from the stand- 
point of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker, to me it is somewhat singular that so much opposition 
to this report should have been developed upon this floor considering 
the fact that your committee, composed of a majority of Democrats 
and a minority of Republicans, investigating this case for weeks and 
devoting to it a great deal of care and attention, and after the investi- 
gation had ceased going into executive session and discussing it among 
themselves at length, came to the unanimous conclusion that the ver- 
dict agreed upon is a proper one and sustained by the evidence. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I can not yield. A majority of the committee 
making this investigation were and are the political friends of Mr. 
Warder; and I speak for the whole committee, I believe, when I say 
that in conducting the investigation every man of us felt it as much 
our duty to acquit him if the facts warranted it, as we did to convict 
him if the facts justified that verdict. 

Now I say, considering these facts, with no animosity on the part of 
any man on the committee toward either of the accused, it is some- 
what remarkable that when a unanimous report of the committee in a 
case like this is presented to the House it should encounter so much 
hostility. It shows that much of importunity of members has been 
indulged in on the part of the accused or his friends since this report 
was first submitted. “ 

The facts of this case, Mr. Speaker, are simply these: The city of 
Jeffersonville was subject to inundation. Twice within recent years 
had the floods swept over it causing much damage to property. It was 
quite natural those people should desire protection against overflows, 
and believing they were not themselves able to build the necessary 
levees for that protection they sought it here through their Senators 
and Representatives. 

There were at the other end of this Capitol two gentlemen represent- 
ing the State of Indiana in the Senate, and the testimony before the com- 


mittee (both those gentlemen were on the stand) showed that they wera 
wide awake to the situation and giving heed to the ery that came y,, 
from the people of Jeffersonville for relief. The Representative ,, 
Jeffersonville on this floor, Mr. Stockslager, was also alive to the 
ation. 
have been employed Mr. Stockslager introduced a bill which embsqj., 
the proposition that Jeffersonville should seek this appropriati , 
upon the ground of protecting the town, but upon the ground of , 
tecting the Government property there. 
gestion by Hillis paraded here as part of the service which it is clajyy¢4 
he rendered to Mr. Warder. 


urging the appropriation. he 
House but the Senators from their State, and the matter was }, 
worked up, especially in the Senate, where Senator Harrison 
duced a resolution, which went to the War Department, asking | 
timates of what it would cost to build the proposed levee. nder 
all these circumstances, with a Representative here looking after {}; 
terests of the town, with two Senators at the other end of the ( 

alive to its necessities, we find Mr. Warder, one of the accused, wri: 

a letter to a gentleman in Jeffersonville, a member of the city coun 
telling him that in his (Warder’s) opinion it is necessary to use n 
here for the purpose of securing this legislation, and at the same tin; 
stating that he had employed an attorney, had given him a retainer of 
$250, and had promised him a thousand dollars more after t 
should have become a law. 


council of Jeffersonville had requested or authorized it. 
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More than five weeks before the time when this Hill is : “a 


Mu, Hot 


Yet the making of this < 


Two committees came on here from Jeffersonville for the pur} 


They saw not only their member j 


Nou 
NOW I 


There had been no resolution of the city council of Jeffersonville jy 


relation to the employment of an attorney before that time, and in point 
of fact there never was any. such action. 
after the bill had become a law, and not until then, did the city cow 

take any action whatever in relation to the matter, and that was simp), 
to authorize the payment of $1,329, which was the $1,250 said to | 
been paid to Hill, with the addition of interest. 
testimony that one person, a Mr. Goldbach, came on here and autho 


In June, 1885, nearly a year 


lave 


It seems from thy 


ized Mr. Warder to employ counsel. It does not appear that his eo 
leagues on the committee concurred in that action, or that the city 
It is true that 
an informal meeting of the council was called after Warder had in 
formed one of them of the employment of a party here, but it was so 
informal that the mayor did not preside and no record of it was kept 
by the clerk of the council. The gentlemen composing the city co 
cil simply met and talked the matter over among themselves. 

Mr. Warder’s letter to one of them, Mr. Shuler, was read, and they 
agreed that the money should be sent on, and that the gentlemen who 
composed the council would, if it became necessary, vote at the prope: 
time to pay it. But, as I have said, there was no meeting of the cit) 
council. This meeting was not called inany regular way, and thiere is 
no pretense that it was a meeting of the council. 

It was merely a meeting of certain gentlemen upon their own resp: 
bility. 

After the committees from Jeffersonville had come here, after th 
employment or alleged employment of Hill, after the bill had becom: 
a law (it became a law on the 3d or 4th of July, 1884), on the 15th 
the same month, one of these committees reported to the city com 
that they had secured an appropriation of $50,000 for the Jetierso 
ville levee without cost to the city save the expense of one of the com 
mittees, some $300. That report was made, I say, on the 15th of July, 
after Mr. Hill had been paid this $1,000, and after the bill had become 
alaw. From that time, July 15, 1884, to June, 1885, no action wa 
taken by the city council of Jeffersonville with reference to this ma‘ 
ter. On June 9, 1885, nearly one year after the $1,000 was paid 1!) !! 
the council allowed an account reading abont as follows: ‘‘ To expcus 
relating to Jeffersonville levee, $1,329;’’ being the pr@cipal and int: 
est of the amounts alleged to have been paid Hill. So that while th: 
city council of Jeffersonville never authorized this expenditute, the) 
did ratify it by paying the money a year afterward. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there was no necessity whatever for the emplo) 
ment of counsel. Senator VooRHEES and Senator HARRISON both tc~ 
tify to that. They did not even know of the employment o! cours”! 
Mr. Stockslager, then a member of the House from the Jeffersonyi! 
district, did not know of the employment of counsel. If this coun-«' 
was employed, what did he do? Weare asked to believe that \!! 
Hill, a person whose record is shown to be disreputable, was employe 
and paid $1,250 simply for giving advice, te whom? Not to any com- 
mittee of the citizens of Jeffersonville, not to any committee of e:ther 
House of Congress, not for writing any brief or making any argume!!' 
but for giving advice to Mr. Warder himself, which could not bave o- 
cupied him at the outside more than twenty minutes or half an hiou'. 

Mr. HENLEY. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I can not now. I have not the time. 

Mr. HENLEY. It is veryimportant. It may determine my \0'' 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Mr. Speaker. we are asked to believe all t!'s 
and to be governed in our action on this case by the consideration t!.' 
Mr. Warder was a citizen of Jeffersonville and therefore had an inter 
in securing an appropriation for this levee. . 

It is true that Mr. Warder was a citizen of Jeffersonville; but, sir, I 
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hold and announce here asa deep-seated conviction on my part that au 
officer of a legislative body like this, no matter whether he comes from 


the city interested in the proposed legislation or not, is guilty of official | 


misconduct if he receives or acts as disbursing agent for money to be 


nsed in influencing legislation before the body of which he is an oflicial. 


I say this House can not do otherwise than stand upon that doctrine. 
It will not do to try to shield or excuse Mr. Warder upon the fact that 
he wasa citizen of Jeffersonville. He was an oflicer of this House. His 


first duty was in that capacity. Asan official he should stand aloof | 


from all considerations of money; he should not act as agent where 
money is to be disbursed to influence legislation before the body of 
which he is an officer. 
not. That does not influence my judgment in this case. I find—and 
it can not be disputed—that Mr. Warder received $1,250. For what? 
He received it, if we put the most charitable construction upon the case, 
as disbursing agent of a fund raised for the purpose of influencing leg- 
islation before this House. I say that is enough for me; I do not need 
to go any further. 

{Here the hammer fell. 
Mr. WARD, of Indiana. 
from Kansas [Mr. Peters]. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, thisisan information against Mr. Warder 
charging him with having exacted, collected, and accepted from some 
rson or persons in Jeffersonville, Ind., a certain sum of money with 
which to influence the official action of Members or Senators. The evi- 
ence has been presented to us by the committee. I have, after a care- 
ful examination of the evidence, made a dozen findings of fact; and I 
think those findings of fact completely coverthe case. The first is that 
in 1883 Jeffersonville had a flood which destroyed considerable property. 
Second, that the people of that city determined to apply to Congress 
for an appropriation. Third, that Mr. Warder came to Washington in 
January, 1884, and that he had never been in Washington city prior to 
that time. Fourth, that at the request of citizens of Jeffersonville he 
agreed to look after the interests of Jeffersonville here in Washington 
inconnection with that appropriation and in connection with the affairs 
of this House. Fifth, that in May, 1884, he employed one E. N. Hill 
as an attorney to take care of and look after the interests ef Jefferson- 
ville. Sixth, that he agreed to pay Hill $1,250—$250 as a retainer, 
$1,000 as a contingent fee—and that he borrowed $250 and paid to Hill 
that retaining fee. Seventh, thut Hill made no appearance before the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and did nothing in the case except 
to make suggestions to Mr.Warder. Eighth, that Hill was an attorney 
somewhat disreputable, but had received fees for acting as attorney 
in certain cases. Ninth, that the $50,000 appropriation was secured. 
Tenth, thatthecitizens of Jeffersonville had raised the $1,250 and placed 
it in bank subject to an order. Eleventh, that the $1,000 remaining 
was paid upon order of Mr.Warder. And twelfth, that the $1,000 was 
paid to Mr. Hill. 
This covers the entire evidence in the case. If the evidence from 
which these findings of fact were drawn be true, then Mr. Warder can 


I yield seven minutes to the gentleman 


in no case be guilty. For, sir, this is in the nature of criminal prose- 
cution. Mr. Warder is on trial before this House. While the resolu- 


tion only provides he shall be dismissed the service of the House, yet 
the natural implication of the adoption of such a resolution is he was 
guilty of a violation of the law. 

Why do they say he should be dismissed? Not because any of these 
findings of fact are true, but because they are suspicious some of the 
evidence supporting these findings of fact is false. And why false? 
Because, in the first place, of the bad character of the man he employed. 
That has been adverted to, and I will not take up time of the com- 
mittee by arguing it further. 

Secondly. Because the name of the attorney was not mentioned to 
the people of Jeffersonville. Was it necessary? Was there any reason 
why he should state to the people of Jeffersonville the name of the at- 
torney he employed? But even suppose he kept a secret, was it evi- 
dence of guilt on his part? No one will come to any such conclusion. 

Third. Hill did nothing. It is alleged Warder never paid the money 
to Hill because Hill did nothing, and yet it isshown Warder had never 
been in Washington before he came here to take this position, that be- 
fore that time he had no experience here. Now, how many members 
come here with the idea that a powerful lobby surronnds this House, 
and that it is necessary, in order to obtain legislation here, to secure the 
services of lo! ? 

Bat is there anything wrong about the employment of attorneys? 
Have they not appeared before every committee of Congress? We 
have had before the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, of 
which lam a member, at this session such distinguished attorneys of 
this city as Judge Shellabarger, men of the very highest character. Do 
you think they before the committees of this House and 


argued questions affecting the legislation of Congress without receiving 
fees for their services? During the last Congress I was on the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and during the pendency of the interstate-com- 
merce diseussioi attorney after attorney appeared before that commit- 


tee in the interest of the railroads, and attorneys, although very few in 
number, . ean 
ic, 


am sorry to say, appeared there in the interest of the pub- 
They appeared before that committee and argued in favor of the 
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propositions involved in the interstate-commerce bill. Now, were the 
members of the House, who requested these attorneys to come here 
and present these matters to the Committee on Commerce, guilty of 
any crime? Were they guilty of any impropriety ? 

Why, Mr. Speaker, in the last House my seat was contested and I em- 
ployed an attorney to go before the Committee on Elections and speak 
for me, although I regarded the contest as afrivolous one. Am I tobe 
accused of improper conduct because I employed an attorney to go be- 
fore the Committee on Elections to plead my case? Then shall we 
charge Mr. Warder with crime for doing what I did and what other 
members of the House have done? 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I yield for five minutes to my colleague. 

Mr. LOWRY. Mr. Speaker, the high regard I personally entertain 
for the distinguished chairman of the Committee on Civil-Service Re- 
form and for the members of the committee known to me when they 
made this report created a serious apprehension in my mind as to 
whether or not a citizen of Indiana was not doomed to have adminis- 
tered to him the discipline of this House. I felt much concerned in 
reference to the matter, and it was not until I received an appeal from 
that citizen, addressed, as appears, to each member of the House, simply 
to read the testimony in his case, indicating that degree of confidence in 
his innocence and a sense of exemption from reprehension in reference 
to this matter, that I felt there was a hope the position of the committee 
could not be sustained. I naturally considered how it could happen a 
committee of this character should come to this conclusion without 
there being sufficient evidence tosustainit. I could not but reflect how 
natural, when our honor is at stake—for such is not only the case with 
this body in the aggregate but with each member of this House—when 
a charge is made against one of its own servants, we should not only 
feel sensitive, but we should be particularly guarded. We should not 
fail to administer the discipline called for when there is any infraction 
of the rules of the House. 

But, sir, at the same time I recall the fact that when such interests are 
involved weare not in a condition to judge with entire impartiality on 
any such question; and Iam apprehensive that while this committee has 
been duly sensitive of the honor of the House and of its members while 
deliberating upon the testimony before them, they have been too hasty. 
I would feel apprehensive, sir, in view of the character of this report and 
the unanimity with which the committee agree with reference to it, of 
the result here, were we not admonished by circumstances which have 
transpired in the past that it is well to consider carefully the facts of 
the case and the testimony before we come to a conclusion or act under 
the impulse of the moment. Sir, we remember that in this very city 
a distinguished soldier was tried, adjudged guilty, and sentenced to be 
dismissed in disgrace from the Army; and for a couple of decades the 
heart of this soldier has been agonized in consequence of that disgrace, 
until at length the House and the Senate of the United States have de- 
termined that he was wrongfully adjudged to be guilty of the offense 
charged against him. We remember the case of the execution of Mrs. 
Surratt, when, in obedience to a morbid sentiment on the part of the 
people, our humanity was shocked by the sacrifice upon the gallows of 
the life of that unfortunate woman; and who is there now within the 
sound of my voice, if he had the power, would not recall that unfortu- 
nate execution ? 

In this case, sir, the chairman of the Committee on Reform in the 
Civil Service has stated to us that it was a rule of evidence that the 
manner of a witness when on the stand and his conduct under exami- 
nation should be considered in determining his credibility. 

We are told by this report that the witnesses in this case did not 
commend themselves favorably to the committee because of the man- 
ner of their testimony, and hence this report. What is the result? 
Why, they report against the accused. Thisis not sufficient evidence 
to sustain their finding. The charge is that money was procured for 
the purpese of corruptly influencing legislation here. That charge 
is not proved. 

Now let us examine that point. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I now give five minutes to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. CurTIN]. 

Mr. LOWRY. I hope my colleague will give me half a minute longer. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I regret that I have not the time at my 
disposal. 

Mr. CURTIN. Mr. Speaker, since my presence in this House I have 
scarcely ever known an appropriation for local purposes that some one 
did not appear before some committee of some kind who was authorized 
and empowered to aid if possible in procuring its passage. It is a mat- 
ter of every-day occurrence. 

Now, sir, there is no evidence that any part of this money was offered 
to any member of that committee or to any member of this House; 
and if there was money expended for an attorney why the settlement 
is between the gentlemen who received it and the people who placed it 
in his hands. I have never in all my life been in favor of persecuting 
any man without just cause. I do not know the man who is accused 
here; nor do I know anything of the man who is said to have been em- 
ployed; nor do I shrink from my daty because the slime of the serpent 
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is sought to be interwoven against the man now accused before the 
House. 

At the request of my friend from Indiana I have examined the testi- 
mony in this case as well as the briefs of the lawyers, and my mind 
was carried back to a period of my life when I practiced in criminal 
courts; and I now allege in the presence of this House that this man 
could not be convicted before any jury of any criminal court of this 
country properly organized upon such testimony. True, they paid the 
money out there; and if gentlemen in this House can remember any 
instance in which they were authorized to procure an appropriation for 
a court-house or a custom-house or a public building or a levee to pro- 
tect commerce or to clear out a river when there were not employed 
men here to advocate its passage and properly go before the commit- 
tees, they can recall more than Ido. This man seems to have got the 
money for a similar purpose. He did not retain one cent of it. He 
was here in the employment of the House, and they sent the money to 
him to disburseit. They say the Representative from that district was 
not spoken to or the Senators in the Chamber at the other end of the 
Capitol. Why should they be spokento? The people of that town 
desired a protection to their commerce and trade, and this man, being 
here, was intrusted with the disbursementof their funds. He fell into 
the hands of the lobbyists in Washington and gave them the money, 
every centof it, and not one cent ischargeable tohim. I do not know 
him now. I never saw him. 

They say he was a gallant soldier, and other things being equal Iam 
always for the soldier. [Applause.] He is shown to be a man repu- 
table in the community where he lives—mayor of the city, chargeable 
with high responsibilities to his neighbors. He is not accused of ever 
having violated the trusts reposed in him at any time. Heis here be- 
fore this august tribunal which has resolved itself into a court of quar- 
ter sessions, and the committee which makes the report is the grand 
jury of the court of quarter sessions. That report is before the House 
as an indictment. We are the jury sitting upon the reputat'on and 
the future and the happiness of a fellow-man and of his family. We 
are to decide on the testimony before us that not one cent of that money 
can be traced to his pocket; and if the money was not properly appro- 
priated he has to contend with the people who sent it to him, as he 
was here, if he gave it to the wrong man. That is a question between 
them. Who has not been so deceived? If the $1,250 received by him 
would debauch this House, then, Mr. Speaker, we are very cheap. 
[ Laughter and applause. ] 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 


The SPEAKER, The time of the gentleman from Pennsylvania has 


expired. 
Mr. CURTIN. What, strike me again? [Applause and laughter. } 
Mr. COX. I yield now the remainder of the time to the gentleman 


from Maryland [Mr, FinpLay]. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I desire to say in the outset that I have no feeling 
whatever in this case; that this Mr. Warder is a stranger to me, and 
that until after the investigation had closed I did not even know him 
by sight. Itso happened that my duties called me elsewhere, and I 
never attended a single session of the Committee on Reform in the Civil 
Service while this investigation was in p 

I have done, therefore, what Mr. Warder requests members of this 
House to do in his circular, and that is, to take up the testimony, to 
take up the record, and come to a dispassionate conclusion upon the 
record. And the opinion I have formed in this case is founded upon 
the record and the facts disclosed in the record and has nothing to do 
with the demeanor or the manner of the witnesses while they were 
upon the stand. I wish I could have reached another conclusion than 
that which was reached unanimously by the committee. I would much 
rather have found this man guiltless than have found him guilty; not 
only for his own sake, but for the sake of the family for whom he ap- 
peals; for the sake of the innocent who, by the inexplicable laws of the 
Almighty, seem in this wondrous economy of ours to be mixed up with 
the guilty without any fault of theirown. But I feel I would have 
been untrue to myself, untrue to my country, and untrue to this House 
if I did not pronounce Mr. Warder guilty upon the record as it stands. 

What is the charge against him? The charge is that he received or 
accepted money under pretense of influencing the legislation of this 


y: 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Will you please point to the place in the testi- 
mony which shows that? 

Mr. FINDLAY. Ido not wish to be interrupted. The charge is 
that he accepted money under the pretense of influencing legislation. 
That was the matter which was submitted to usforinquiry. That was 
the matter which we were instructed to investigate, and it is upon that 
matter that we have reported. And we have said that we find him 
guilty of accepting money under the pretense of influencing legislation. 
Did he or did he not? hat did he get the money for? What was 
the money sent for? Is it not a concessum in this case from the begin- 
ning to the end that the money was sent here for the of pro- 


euring an appropriation for the benefit of the city of Jeffersonville? If 


it was sent here for that purpose, it was sent here for the purpose of in- 
fluencing legislation. I do not care how, or through what medium, or 
by what means, it was sent here under that pretense. - 
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Now, sir, that would have been sufficient in my judgment to author. 
ize his expulsion from this House if it had stood alone. But in addi- 
tion to that we go a step further, and we say he got that money under 
a false pretense. Why false? It was sent here for the purpose of pr : 
curing legislation upon the assumption that it was necessary to proc ure 
the legislation. Wasitnecessary? No,sir. Itisaconcessum throuch. 
out this whole case that the appropriation would have been mado 
whether the money was sent or not. It is a fact proven in this case 
from the beginning to the endof it that that appropriation was alr, 
in the bili in the form of an amendment in the Senate, with every pros- 
pect and probability of going through the House before the money wa< 
sent. ¢ c 

What is the case then? The case so far is that he got the money 
under the pretense of influencing legislation. Secondly, he got the 
money under a false pretense, pretending that he had influenced Jegis. 
lation by the use of that money when in point of fact he had not, 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I deny every word of that. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I do not yield. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman declines to be interrupted. 

Mr. FINDLAY. We have got that far. We have traced the money 
in his hands for an illegal purpose, or a purpose, as was well said by 
the gentleman from Virginia, that if this had been an action in court. 
if this had been a suit at law for the recovery of this money it could 
not have been recovered, because the contract was void as against pub- 
lic policy. 

Just let me read a brief extract from a decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States in Marshall vs. Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
pany, 16 Howard: 


ady 


A contract is void as against public policy, and can have no standing in court 


by which one party stipulates to employ a number of secret agents in order to 
obtain the passage of a particular law, and the other party promises to pay a 
large sum of money in case the law should pass. . 

Was not the agent secret here? Whowastheagent? This Mr. Hill. 
Who knew of Mr. Hill’s employment? While this appropriation was 
in the different stages of its passage did he appear before any commit- 
tee? No, sir. Did he file any brief? No, sir. Did he make any ar- 
gument to anybody? No, sir. He was unknown in the transaction. 
This employment was of a nature which comes directly witiin the terms 
of that decision. 

He was employed as a secret agent for the purpose of influencing the 
legislation upon this floor; and upon that the Supreme Court of the 
United States has set the seal, the emphatic seal, of its disapproval. 

We have traced this money into his hands for an illegal purpose. 

Mr. HENLEY. Does the gentleman decline to yield? 

Mr. FINDLAY. I prefer not to yield. . 

Mr. HENLEY. I would like to know where the clement of secrecy 
is in this case. 

Mr. FINDLAY. If I hadthetimeto take up this testimony, running 
through this record of one hundred and twenty-six pages, and to dis- 
sect it and analyze it as I have done in the quiet of my room,! think 
I could demonstrate to the gentleman where the secrecy is. But! have 
not the time. I must simply seize such salient points as I can and pass 
on without discussing matters of detail. 

We have traced this money into his hands for an unlawful purpose 
Who is to explain how he gotrid of themoney? Isit for us to account 
for how he got rid of it? Are we to come in and show what disposition 
he made of it, whether it was lawful or unlawful? No, sir. Tlic onus 
is upon him. He must explain what he did with it. 

Now what is his explanation? He says that making a casual ac- 
quaintance, as one dog makes the acquaintance of another dog, of this 
Hill on the floor of the House, having no introduction to him whatever, 
never having seen him before, knowing nothing under heaven about 
him, he meets him and they get to talking—about what? Aboat levees. 
And it seems that Mr. Hill was particularly posted in levees, because 
he had been raised behind a levee. He gives that as a reason for 1t, 
and there is also evidence in the case to show that has been his busines 
in life, levying on one thing or another ever since he was born. Making 
his acquaintance in that casual kind of way what does he do’ lle 
says, “I will give you $250 asa retainer in this case, ani then you shal! 
receive a thousand more contingent on the success of the appropria- 
tion,’ and the $250 is paid; and then, on Sunday, the 6th day of July, 
a tel hic order is sent on here from Jeffersonville, and that $1,000 
in the original package as taken from the bank Warder says he went 
into the office of the Sergeant-at-Arms and there handed over to M°. 
Hill—every dollar of that money—which Hill himself says he cid not 
count, and he did not know whether there was $1,000 in it or not 
But he said Hill accepted it for $1,000. 

And these gentlemen, having such reverence for the law, minutely 
careful that it should not be infracted in any particular, did not draw 
the receipt and date it as of Sunday, which was the 6th of July, bu! 
with a vigilance and careful respect for the law which does them credit 
they date the so-called receipt on Monday, the 7th of July. y 

How did that money get here? It got here ona dispatch from Warder 
to persons in Jeffersonville to send on the money at once; that he did 
not wish to he detained here; that the appropriation had been passed; 
that he would see to it that the money was not paid to the lawye 
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(whose name had not been disclosed); he would see to it that the | 


money was not paid to this undisclosed and unnamed as well as brief- 
Jess attorney until the President had signed the bill. Mr. Warder is 
in @ hurry to get the money here; and it comes on here in this way; 
and then, according to his statement, he pays it over in the original 
package, without counting it, to this man Hill. 

Hill admits that he did nothing. Warder says that Hill did nothing 
except to give him a piece of advice; and what was that advice? It 
was a fraud in itself. ‘* Do not.come in and ask for the appropriation 
upon the real ground, but ask for it undera false pretense; do not come 
jn and say you want it for the city of Jeffersonville, but come in and 
say you need it for the protection of the Government property located 
at Jeffersonville. ”? 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana, rose. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Waitonemomen!. (n that advice he says he paid 
Mr. Hill, Well, there is not a word of truth in that, for the simple 
yeason that Mr. Stockslager had introduced a bill here early in the ses- 
sion based upon the same idea and for the same purpose. Senator HAR- 
ison, of Indiana, at the other end of the Capitol, was working upon 
the same line; and he says that he acted upon his own suggestion, and 
not upon any hint from Mr. Hill, Mr. Warder, or anybody else. 

Mr. MATSON. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. FINDLAY. I decline to be interrupted. 

Mr. MATSON. I only wanted to ask whether you meant to say that 
Senator HARRISON was guilty of ‘‘ false pretenses.’’ 

Mr. FINDLAY. No, sir. 

Mr. MATSON. You said Warder was guilty of ‘‘ false pretenses.”’ 

Mr.FINDLAY. Idid notsay he was guilty of false pretenses. What 
I said was—and I repeat it—that the appropriation which went through 
this House and the other House did not go through on its merits, did 
not go through as an appropriation for the benefit of the city of Jeffer- 
sonville, but it went through as an appropriation for the purpose of 
pr.’ eting the Government property at Jeffersonville. That is what I 


say, and thatis whatIstandby. I accuse nobody ia the other Chamber 
or in this of a false pretense. 


[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER. The hour fixed by the House for the close of this 
debate has arrived. By order of the House the previous question now 
takes effect. 

Mr. WARD, of Indiana. I ask leave to withdraw the substitute I 
have offered, and allow the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. OATES] to 
offer in its stead one which meets my approval. 

Several MEMBERS. Read it. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the proposition which the 
gentleman from Alabama desires consent to offer as a substitute for the 


resolution proposed by the committee. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the conduct of Luther F. Warder, he being at the time an em- 
ployé of the House, in receiving money from the city of Jeffersonville, Ind.,to 
— counsel to influence legislation in Congress, was a impropriety, 

that this House ierey cupeceste its emphatic condemnation thereof; but 


nina of this House, does not require his expul- 


The SPEAKER. Isthereobjection topermitting this substitute to be 
offered in lieu of that heretofore submitted by the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. WARD]? The Chair hears none The question is first 
upon the substitute proposed by the gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. 
OATES] for the resolution reported by the committee. - 

Mr. FINDLAY. Let us have the yeas and nays on the substitute. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. Is not 
this substitute susceptible of division? May not that part of it which 
closes with the statement that the conduct of Mr. Warder was a “‘ gross 


um ” be separated from the other part ? 
qeeSPEAKiR (after examining the subetitate). The Chair thinks 
the resolution offered as a substitute contains two distinct propositions, 
and is divisible. 
Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Then I call for a division of the question. 
TheSPEAKER. The first question is on ordering the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Is an amendment in order? 
The SPEAKER. It is not. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker, before the vote is taken I desire to ask 
that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Payson] be excused from at- 
tendance to-day on account of sickness. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

WARDER CASE. 

The SPEAKER. The question is first on that part of the substitute 
which will now be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

7 That the conduct of Luther F. Warder, he being at the time an em- 


seme. be neseiving money roms the cit _ cannery ile, ind...t0 
wasa mpro ,an ou 
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. ROBERTSON. Mr. Speaker, is that in lieu of the original reso- 
lution ? . ‘ 
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The SPEAKER. This is offered as a substitute for the resolution 
reported by the committee, and the question is upon agreeing to the 
part of the substitute which has just been read. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. If this be adopted, then it does away with the 
resolution reported by the committee. 

The SPEAKER. If it is adopted, then the vote will be on agreeing 
to the resolution as amended; but there will be still another vote to be 
taken upon the remaining part of the substitute. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana, I rise toa parliamentary inqriry. Gen- 
tlemen all around me desire to know what will be the effect of the adop- 
tion of this portion of the substitute? 

TheSPEAKER. Whether this first part of the substitute be adopted 
or not, a vote must be taken upon the second part of the substitute, and 
if either of them be agreed to by the House, then the question will be 
upon agreeing to the resolution as amended. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Suppose the first part of the proposition is 
approved by the House, does not that first part thereupon become a sub- 
stitute for the original resolution? Ought not the division of the ques- 
tion to come after the substitution of the substitute for the original prop- 
osition? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it could not be done then. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
If we should adopt the first part of the substitute, and then should de- 
sire to adopt the resolution reported by the Committee as the conclu- 
sion thereof, could that be done? 

The SPEAKER. It could not; because then the question would be 
upon agreeing to that resolution as amended by this. 

Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my applica: 
for a division of the substitute. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The demand for a division of the question is with- 
drawn. The question then is upon agreeing to the substitute proposed 
by the gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. OArEs] for the resolution reported 
by the committee. 

Mr. OATES. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the substitute be again read. 

The substitute was again read in fall. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the substitute; and there 
were—yeas 136, nays 67, not voting 120; as follows: 


YEAS—1%6. 
Baker, Dargan, Ketcham, Ryan, 
Ballentine, Davidson, R.H.M. King, Sawyer, 
Barbour, Dawson, Kleiner, Sayers, 
Barnes, Dibble, Laffoon, Seney, 
Barry, Dockery, Lanham, Shaw, 
Bennett, Dougherty, Lawler, Singleton, 
Bingham, Dowdney, Libbey, Sowden, 
Bland, Ely, Lindsley, Stahinecker, 
Bliss, Foran, Louttit, St. Martin, 
Blount, Ford, Lowry, Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Bound, Funston, Mahoney, Symes, 
Brady, Gallinger, Matson, Tarsney, 
Breckinridge, C. R. Gay, McCreary, Taulbee, 
Breckinridge, WCP.Gibson, C. H. Merriman, Taylor, Zach, 
Brown, C. E. Gibson, Eustace Morgan, Tillman, 
Brown, W. W. Green, R.S. Morrill, ‘Townshend, 
Brumm, Hale, Muller, Trigg, 
Burnes, Halsell, Neal, Turner, 
Bynum, Hanback, Oates, Van Schaick, 
Cabell, Haynes, O’ Donnell, Wade, 
Caldwell, Heard, O’ Ferrall, Wadsworth, 


Campbell, Felix Hempbill, O'Neill, J.J. Wallace, 


Campbell, J. E. Henderson, J.S. Owen, Ward, J. H. 
Campbell, T. J Henderson, T. J. Peel, Ward, T. B. 
Carleton, Henley, Perry, Warner, William 
Catchings, Hlermann, Peters, Wheeler, 
Clardy, Hewitt, Pettibone, White, A.C. 
Cobb, Hill, Pidcock, Wilkins, 
Compton, Ilires, Pindar, Willis, 
Comstock, Howard, Reid, J. W. Winans, 
Crain, Hutton, Reese, Wise, 
Culberson, Irion, Richardson, Wolford. 
Curtin, Johnston, J.T. Riggs, Woodburn, 
Daniel, Jones, J, 11. Robertson, Worthington. 
NAYS—67. 

Allen, C. HT. Eldredge, La Follette, Randall, 
Allen, J. M. Everhart, le Fevre, Reagan, 
Beach, Farquhar, Leblbach, Rice, 
Blanchard, Findlay, Long, Scrantor:, 
Boutelle, Forney, Lyman, Seymour, 
Browne, T. M. Fuller, Martin, Skinner, 
Buchanan, Geddes, McComas, Spooner, 
Buck, Gilfillan, McKinley, Springer, 
Burrows, Glass, MeMillin, Stone, E. F. 
Butterworth, Goff, McRae, Struble, 
Campbell, J. M. Hammond, Milliken, Thomas, J. I. 
Candler, Hayden, Mitchell, Wait, 
Cannon, Hepburn, Moffatt, Weaver, A.J, 
Cowles, Herbert, Morrison, Weaver, J. B. 
Cox, Holmes, Nelson, Wellbor n, 
Crisp, Hopkins, Outhwaite, Wilson. 
Davidson, A.C, Johnston, T. D. Payne, 

NOT VOTING—120. 
Adama, G. E. Bayne, Cole, Dingley, 
Adams, J. J. Belmont, Collins, Dorsey, 
Aiken, Boyle, Conger, Dunham, 
Anderson, C. M. Bragg. Cooper, Dunn, 
Anderson, J. A. Bunnell, Croxton, Eden, 
Arnot, Burleigh, Cutcheon, Elisberry, 
Atkinson, Caswell, Davenport, Ermentrout, 
Barksdalc, Clements. Davis. Evans, 
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Felton, Johnson, F. A. Osborne, Stewart, Papas 
Fisher, Jones, J.T. Parker, Stewart, J. W 
Fes . Kelley, Payson, Stone, Ww. J., Mo. 
Frederick, Laird, Perkins, Storm, 
Glover, Landes, Phelps, Strait, 
Green, W. J, Little, Pirce, Swinburne, 
Gros, enor, Lore, Plumb, Swope, 
Grout, Lovering, Price, Taylor, E.B 
Guenther, Markham, Ranney, Taylor, Ike H. 
Hall, Maybury, Reed, T. B. Taylor, J. M. 
Harmer, MeAdoo, Rockwell, Thomas, O. B. 
Harr McKenna, Rogers, Thom 
Hatot Millard, Romeis, Throckmorton, 
Henderson,D.B. Miller, Rowell, Tucker, 
Hiest and, Mills, Sadler, Van Eaton, 
Hiscock, Morrow, Scott, Viele, 
Hitt, Murphy, Sessions, Wakefield, 
Holman, Neece, Smalls, Warner, A. J. 
Houl Negley, Snyder, Weber, 
Hudd Norwood, Spriggs, West, 
Jackson, O'Hara, Steele, White, Milo 
Jam O'Neill, Charles Stephenson, Whiting. 

Mr. MILIS. I desire toannounce that my colleague, Mr. StEWART, 
is confined to his bed by sickness. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I happened to be out 


in the hall when my name was called, but I would like to record my 
vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can not entertain the gentleman's re- 
quest under thecircumstances. Thegentleman can state how he would 
have voted. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Pennsylvania. 
have voted ay. 

On motion of Mr. RANDALL, the readingof names of members voting 
was (dispensed with. 

The following-named members were announced as paired until fur- 
ther notice: 

Mr. Stewart, of Texas, with Mr. Cooper. 

Mr. HALL with Mr. CuTcHEoN. 

Mr. ARNor with Mr. DAVIs. 

Mr. VIELE with Mr. Larmp. 

Mr. CoLe with Mr. THomas, of Illinois. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, with Mr. Grosvenor. 

Mr. BoyLe with Mr. GUENTHER. 

Mr. Stone, of Missouri, with Mr. Reep, of Maine. 

Mr. NEGLEY with Mr. BRAGG, on political questions, 

Mr. CLEMENTS with Mr. HIESTAND. 

Mr. Epen with Mr. MARKHAM. 

Mr. RoGers with Mr. Ezra B. TAYLor. 

Mr, Jonegs, of Alabama, with Mr. BURLEIGH. 

Mr. FREDERICK with Mr. DuNHAM. 

Mr. Croxton with Mr. Dorsey. 

Mr. STEWART, of Vermont, with Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. MILs with Mr. Hiscock. 

Mr. MILLARD with Mr. SpricGs. 

Mr. GLOVER with Mr. BUNNELL. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, and Mr. JACKSON were announced as paired 
until Monday next. 

Mr. Hupp and Mr. BAYNE were announced as paired until June 7. 

The following were announced as paired for this day: 

Mr. DinGLey with Mr. Dunn. 

Mr. VAN EATON with Mr. Payson. 

Mr. Hatcn with Mr. Lirr.e. 

Mr. SNYDER with Mr. RocK WELL. 

Mr. MaysBury with Mr. KELuey. 

Mr. HARRIS with Mr. DAVENPORT. 

The following were announced as paired on this vote: 

Mr. McK ENNA with Mr. Fe_ton. If present, Mr. MCKENNA would 
vote no and Mr. FELTON ay. 

Mr. J. M. TAYLOR with Mr. ERMENTROUT. 

Mr. N&&EcE with Mr. FISHER. 

Mr. Hovk with Mr. STEELE. 

Mr. Wuirs, of Minnesota, with Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. 

Mr. ELLSBERRY with Mr. STRarr. 

Mr. Fevrx CAMPBELL with Mr. PIRCcE. 

Mr. Larmp with Mr. Osporn. If present, Mr. LArrp would vote 
against the report of the committee, Mr. OsBoRN in its favor. 

Mr. Brace with Mr. CASWELL. Mr. BrRaGG would vote against 
the report of the committee, Mr. CASWELL for it. 

Mr. HenpeERrson, of Iowa, with Mr. Tuomas, of Wisconsin. 

Mr. ConeER with Mr. PLuMs. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. OATES moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the resolution as amended. 

The Housedivided; and there were—ayes 94, noes 43. 

So the resolution as amended was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
I move private business be dispensed with for the 


If I had been present, I would 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
balance of the day. 
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The House divided; and there were—ayes 85, noes 44. 
Mr. PETTIBONE. No quorum. 


The SPEAKER appointed Mr. PerriponE and Mr. Hot» ,> 


ers. 

Mr. PETTIBONE. I do not further insist on my demand 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 105, noes 56 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to dispense for to-day with the moryj, 
hour for the call of committees for reports. . 

The SPEAKER. That requires a vote of two-thirds. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 85, noes 13. 

So (no further count being demanded) the motion was agreed | 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED. 

Mr. FISHER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, repo hat 
they had examined and found truly enrolled joint sessintion ( H. Res 
112) for the relief of the estate of the late James G. Wintersmi: h, lat 


Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, when the Spe aker sin 
the same. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved that the House resolve itself into the C 
tee of thé Whole House on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly resolved its); 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Brovy; 
in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee takes up for consideration a bj) 
(Hi. R. 8974) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1887, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the first reading of the bill for infor- 
mation be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I want to reserve all points of order, so there 
may be no misunderstanding on that matter hereafter. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That has already been done. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, before proceeding further with the considera- 
tion of this bill I would like to ascertain whether or not by unani- 
mous consent some arrangement can not be come to by which the time 
to be consumed on both sides in the general debate on this bill may be 
limited? I will suggest it be limited to threeorfour hours. If agree- 
able to members, say three hours of general debate on this legislative, 
&c., appropriation bill. 

Mr. CANNON. It seems to me we had better allow it to run on 
without limit in the first instance. When we come out of committee 
into the House gentlemen may move to limit the debate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest, then, the debate be limited to four hours. 

Mr. CANNON. I think you had better let it run for a time, an‘ 
you can tell whenever you wish to close the debate what is the temper 
of the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman name the time which would be 
agreeable to members on the other side? 

Mr. CANNON. A number of gentlemen about me say in the first 
instance they would prefer the debate should run without limit. When- 
ever we come out of committee gentlemen can indicate the time to which 
to limit the debate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Say four or five hours. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. That is not sufficient time for so important a 
measure as this. 

Mr. CANNON. Let it run until the committee rises. 

Mr. RYAN. There is no purpose to delay unnecessarily action on 
the bill, and we had better let the debate run for to-day at least. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That then will have to be the understanding for 
the present. Unless some gentleman desires to address the committee 
this evening I will move the committee rise. 

Mr. REAGAN. Why not go on with the debate? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have stated if any gentleman wishes to addres 
the committee I will yield to him. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I will say to the gentleman from Indiana 
no members on thisside have arranged to address the committee, as 1t 
was generally supposed the resolution which has been debated during 
the morning would consume the day. 

Mr. HOLMAN. With a view toa recess, then, I move the commt- 
tee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee: accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resume! 
the chair, Mr. BLouNT reported that the Committee of the Whole Hons 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under cons)" 
ation the bill (H. R. 8975) making appropriations for the legis!a') 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscs! ) 
ending June 30, 1887, and for other purposes, and had come to no! 
lution thereon. 

PAYMENT OF FEES FOR RETURNING EVIDENCE. 


On motion of Mr. RANDALL, the Committee on Appropriation \ 
discharged from the further consideration of the Attorney-Genera! 
ter relating to the payment of fees for returning evidence; and th: 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Millite 
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UNITED STATES PENITENTIARY, BOISE CITY, IDAHO. 
On motion of Mr. RANDALL, the Committee on Appropriations was 


also discharged from the further consideration of letter of the Secretary | 


of the Treasury relating to the United States penitentiary at Boise 
City. Idaho; and the same was referred to the Committee on Public 
Bu ldings and Grounds. 
LIGHT-HOUSE AT GRAY’S HARBOR, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

On motion of Mr. RANDALL, the Committee on Appropriations was 
also discharged from the further consideration of letter of the Secretary 
of the Treasury relating to light-house at Gray’s Harbor, Washington 
Territory; and the same was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

FEES OF WITNESSES AND JURORS. 


On motion of Mr. RANDALL, the Committee on Appropriations was | 


also discharged from the further consideration of letter of the Secretary 
of the Treasury relating to fees of witnesses and jurors; and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

SALE OF DISTRICT PROPERTY. 


Mr. HEARD. At the request of the commissioners of the District 
I ask to introduce a bill so it may be considered next Monday when 
the District business will be called up. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection. 


Mr. HEARD introduced a bill (H. R. 9125) to authorize the sale of 


certain property for the benefit of public schools of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to | 


be printed. 
HOUR OF MEETING FRIDAY EVENING SESSIONS. 


Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that during 
the balance of this session the recess to be taken on Friday evenings 
be hereafter from 5 to 8 o’clock instead of tohalf past 7. We tried it 
last Friday evening and found it to work more satisfactorily. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection that order will be made. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

DUTY ON FISH. 

Mr. BOUTELLE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
9126) to amend Title XX XIII of the Revised Statutes, relating to the 
duty on fish; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, Iask unanimous consent 
to take from the Private Calendar the bill (H. R. 6265) for the relief 
of John Montgomery and put it upon its passage. 

The bill was read at length. 

The Sanne Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this bill? 

Mr. MORRISON. I object, unless we can have some explanation 
of it. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let the report be read. 

Mr. SPRINGER. This is private bill day, and we have half an hour 
left before the time for taking the recess, so we might dispose of some 
bills to which there is no objection. I would like to have the report 
read in this case, however, before waiving the right to object. 

The report was read at length. 
on Is there objection to the present consideration of 

e bill? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Lobject. Thisis an ordinary war claim, and there 
are thousands of them in the committee-rooms and on the Calendars, 
and I shall object to it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call 
up if I can by unanimous consent the bill (S. 30) for the relief of Harry 
J. Todd, keeper of the penitentiary of Kentucky, which bill simply 
gives him the right to appeal to the Court of Claims. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 
ask for objections. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will reserve the objection until I can hear the 
report read. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I think I can state it in a 
much shorter time than the report can be read. 

Mr. SPRINGER. How much is the amount involved ? 

Mit. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I do not know the amount. 
The facts are these, andit is a question of this sort: Harry J. Todd was 
keeper of the Kentucky penitentiary and was charged under the in- 
come-tax law a percentage upon the amount received by him as such 


keeper. The Su Court afterward decided that it was unconsti- 
tational; that receiving salaries from the States—State officers— 
could not be taxed upon their salaries. This is simply a bill allowing 


him to go before the Court of Claims and adjudicate his claim for a re- 
fand of the tax—— 
Mr. LONG. The amount involved then is probably inconsiderable? 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. It may be more than you 


ps” becanse he was paid by a percentage on the amount resulting 
m 


the expenditure for prisoners in the penitentiary. 
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Mr. SPRINGER. I think I would prefer to hear the report read 
before consenting. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentux ky. I believe the gentleman him- 
| Self made the report. 
| 


Mr. SPRINGER. I do not know how that may be; but ll I think 
| it had better be read. 

The report was read at length 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection t ) the present co I 1 of 
| the bill? 
| Mr. SPRINGER. I will have to object to this, although I dislike to 


do it. 
Mr. RANDALL. I movethat the Housetakea recess until 8o0’cl 
this evening for the consideration of bills under the special order 
The question was taken; and on a division there were—ay¢ 
11. 
So the motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 37 
minutes p. m.) the House took 


lL 
ock 


1 


S 2 10es 


a recess until 8 o'clock p- m 

EVENING SESSION 
} At 80’clock the House was called to order by the Clerk, whodirected 
| the reading of the following communication from the Speaker: 
| SrEAKER's Room, House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., June 4, 18% 


Sir: I hereby designate Hon. BENTON MCMILLIN to preside as Speaker } 
tempore at the session of the House this evening 


~ JG. CARLISLE 
Hon, Joun B. CLARK, Jr., 


Clerk House ¢ 


f Representatives 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read the order unc 
which the House assembles. 
| ‘The special order was read. 

Mr. WINANS. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit 
tee of the Whole House for consideration of bills on the Private ¢ 
endar under-the special order. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whol 
House, Mr. ADAMS, of Lilinois, in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole for 
consideration of bills on the Private Calendar under the special order. 

The Clerk will report the first bill. 

The Clerk read the title of the first pension bill on the Private Cal 
endar, as follows: 

A bill (FH. R. 4097) forthe relief of William J. Owings. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask that that bill be passed over without prej- 
udice. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the next pension bill on the Private Cal- 
endar, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 4702) amending sections 4755 and 4757 of the Revised Statut« 
relating to pensions to certain disabled persons who have served in the Navy 
or Marine Corps. 

Mr. MORRILL. That isa general bill and does not come under th 
order for this evening. 

The bill was passed over, retaining its place on the Calendar. 
PHBE H. MEECH. 
| The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 1649) 

granting a pension to Phoebe H. Meech: reported by the Committee on 
Pensions. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, auth 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions an: 
itations of the pension laws,the name of Phabe H. Meech, widow of Horace 
J. Meech, late a second lieutenant in the Second Regiment New York Volun- 
teers,in the Mexican war, and to pay to her, from and after the passage of this 
act,a pension at the rate of $15 per month, in lieu of the pension she is now re- 
ceiving. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. When this bill was up for consideration 
before I opposed it, because I was not satisfied that the officer, the 
husband of the claimant, had ever been mustered as a second lieuten- 
ant. Since that time I have seen a certificate from the proper officers 
| in Albany, N. Y., from which State he went into the Mexican war, 

showing that his commission as second lieutenant was issued to him 

some six months before he was discharged from the Army. I have 
reason to believe, from other evidence, that his commission was re- 
tained by his superior officers. I withdraw any further opposition to 
the bill. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I ask that the report may be read. 

The report (by Mr. Wurte, of Pennsylvania) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Pensions. to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1649) grant- 

ing a pension to Phcebe H. Meech respectfully submit the following report: 

Phebe OC. Meech is the widow of Horace J. Meech, who was a soldier in the 

Mexican war, serving gallant!y and faithfully. By the records of the adjutant 

general's office at Albany, N. Y., he isshown to have been commissioned second 

lieutenant in the First Regiment Volunteers on the 19th day of February, 1848, 

with rank from that datc. Also, the same fact is shown by quite a number of 

witnesses, Whether he was mustered or served as a second lieutenant is not 
clear. He was honorably discharged on the 28th day of June, 1848. He applied 
for 2 pension, but died in 1951, before receiving the same. The applicant was 
pensioned in 1875, but only from that date and only at the rate of $8 per month 
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From all the facts in the case your committee are of the opinion that she is 
entitled to receive pension os a widow of a second lieutenant. They therefore 
recommend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I ask the gentleman in charge of this bill 
whether this officer was duly commissioned second lieutenant? As no 
gentleman answers my question I ask is anybody responsible for this 
bill? It proposes to increase the pension of this lady on the ground 
that she is the widow of a second lieutenant. 

Mr. BRADY. I understand from the report he was commissioned 
second lieutenant. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. 
mittee ? 

Mr. BRADY. I do not recollect distinctly the evidence in this case, 
but I presume there was such evidence or the committee would not 
have made the report. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ZAcuH. 
TAYLOR], whom I do not now see in his seat, remarked a few moments 
ago that he had opposed the bill on a previous evening because he did 
not understand that this lientenant had been mustered. He remarked 
he had since ascertained that the lieutenant’s commission was issued, 
but through some neglect the commission did not reach him. The 
commission was signed and issued in good faith. The gentleman was 
perfectly satisfied the case was a meritorious one, and he withdrew the 
objection he had made to the bill the, other evening. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

PETER ADAMS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 7163) 
granting a pension to Peter Adams. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject tothe provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Peter Adams, late of Company D, 
One hundred and sixty-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


Mr. WINANS. Let the report be read. 
‘The report (by Mr. MORRILL) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7163) granting a pension to Peter Adams, submit the following report: 

Claimant was a private in Company D, One hundred and sixty-fifth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, and asks a pension for an injury to the left testicle caused by 
falling down an embankment. The application was rejected on the ground of 
no record and claimant's inability to furnish satisfactory evidence. ‘The stum- 
bling-block in the case seems to bea letter written by Dr. William C. Stern, dated 
September 28, 1883, that claimant told him in 1860 that he was ruptured, and says 
he knows this by reference to his books. December 1, 1883, Dr. William C. Stern, 
presumably the same person, testifies under oath that up to February, 1859, 
claimant was a sound man, and that in September, 1863, he told affiant that he 
was ruptured, and affiant advised him to geta truss and wear it; that he knows 
this from reference to his books, and that the record of this advice and a record 
of treatment in 1870 for fever includes the principal medical treatment of Peter 
Adams for nineteen years. The letter and the vit are flatly contradictory, 
and your committee deem both as unworthy of credence, and conclude that the 
case ought to be decided upon other evidence submitted. 

Capt. J. H. Plank, the captain of the company, testifies that he has known 
claimant since 1854; that he served with him nine months in the service, and 
knows that he was a sound man before he enlisted; that on or about the — day 
of May, 1863, at Windsor, Va.,I found him incapacitated for duty while then 
18 miles from camp, and ordered him to return in the ambulance. He was 
wholly unable to do any duty. His sickness seemed to be serious. He was a 
good and faithful soldier. 

John Strambough testifies to prior soundness and gives reasons for knowing 
which are perfectly satisfactory to your committee. He also states that the 
claimant was injured at discharge; that the rupture was about the size of a 
turkey’s egg, and that claimant described the manner of receiving it, which cor- 
responds with his statements in the declaration. 

Hen J. Lawrence testifies that while marching at night claimant accident- 
ally fell and seriously and permanently injured his left testicle; that he saw 
him just before the accident, when he was well, and saw him again the morn- 
ing after it sapeenee. when he was disabled and was taken away in the ambu- 
jance. The evidence of continuance seems to be unquestioned. It is proven by 
evidence of one physician and five or six neighbors. The examin: board at 
York, Pa., report: ‘“‘ We find upon examination an enlargement about the size 
of a man’s fist, &c. ;"’ and they rate the disability at one-half. 

There seems to be no reason whatever (aside from Dr. Stern’s letter) to doubt 
that the disability was received in the service and has continued ever since. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I wish to ask whether this 
case has ever been presented to the Pension Bureau? 

Mr. BRADY. Yes, sir. The report shows that it has been before 
the Pension Bureau. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I was not present during the 
reading of the entire report. On what grounds was the application re- 
jected ? 

Mr. ROWELL. The report states that the application was rejected 
because there was no hospital record of the disability. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. What evidence have we of 
that which was not in ion of the Pension Bureau ? 

Mr. ROWELL. There is the evidence of four or five witnesses set 
forth in the declaration. 

Mr. MORRILL. If tke gentleman from Arkansas will allow me, I 
will state that this application was rejected by the Pension Bureau be- 
cause a Dr. Stern wrote a letter in which he stated the disability ex- 
isted in 1860. Afterward he made an affidavit that he learned of the 
disability in 1863, and that he then treated the man forit. The ap- 
plication was rejected on that contradictory evidence, and because there 
was no hospital record. The captain of the co mpany testifies positively 


Was there any evidence of that before the com- 
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as to the time when the soldier received the injury. The evid, 
prior soundness given by comrades was very strong. — 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Hare we any stronger 
dence than the Pension Bureau had? os 

Mr. MORRILL. If we are only to pass pension cases wh);}; ; 
Pension Office might properly pass, there would be no further o... 
for the Committee on Invalid Pensions reporting. But this y. 
tremely strong case. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. As I conceive the ¢ 
should pursue, we ought not to pass any pension case that comes w)+);, 
the power of the Pension Bureau and which they have consid, red a 
not established. I think they, with their trained force, and certain)y 
their friendly disposition toward pensioners, are better able to iad z 
within the limits prescribed to them than we are. “ 

Cases frequently come up that are very meritorious, but which ay, 
not covered by the general powers given to the Pension Bureau. ‘Thy 
are cases that the Pension Bureau can not pass whatever may |e t}) 
merits, and they may properly come up for the action of Congress. By: 
if this is a case that has attached to it at this time only the evidene, 
that it possessed before the Pension Bureau, and is one that the Pep- 
sion Bureau has full power to act upon, but refrained from action pe. 
cause they considered it not established, I should only give my consen; 
to it upon the most conclusive proof that the Pension Burean has acted 
in an unjust manner toward the claimant. 

Mr. MORRILL. In reply to the gentleman from Arkansas [ wil] 
say that it seemed to me after an examination of the case that it ought 
to be allowed. The only knowledge I have of it is derived trom a care- 
ful examination of all the papers. The bill was introduced by a gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, and by special request was referred to me 
forexamination. I gave itspecial care upon that ground and it seemed 
to me the proof was absolute as to the injury. The conflicting testi- 
ae in the case was that of Dr. Stern, who flatly contradicted him- 
self. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Was he the regimental surgeon who treated 
this soldier ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Not atall. He was a physician living in the plac 
where this man resided; and he wrote this letter that in 1860 this ap- 
plicant consulted him about this disability. Afterward he made an 
affidavit that this occurred in 1863. 

A MemsBer. When did the injury occur? 

Mr. MORRILL. I think in 1862. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Suppose the Pension Bureau 
came to the same conclusion that you have come to, that the case was 
probably a meritorious one, that that part of the evidence which was 
unfavorable was not as weighty as that which was favorable, and that 
the man ought to have a pension, would not the bureau at this tim 
have the power to grant him a pension? 

Mr. MORRILL. I suppose they would have the power now. Th 
case was rejected some years ago. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
with the right of review. 

Mr. MORRILL. Well, Mr. Chairman, I will say in answer to the 
gentleman’s question that the Pension Office requires clear, positive 
proof of the incurrence of the disability in the service, and that wher- 
ever there is a doubt, oftentimes a very unreasonable doubt, the office 
rejects the case. For that reason it has been the custom of Congress to 
pass favorably upon cases in which they thought the Pension Office had 
decided unjustly. 

Mr. RANDALL. Or upon technicalities. 

Mr. MORRILL. Or upon technicalities. 

Mr. BRADY. I will say to the gentleman from Arkansas that it has 
been almost the invariable practice of the Pension Bureau to reject cases 
upon mere technicalities. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
this case? 

Mr. BRADY. Certainly. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. What is it? , 

Mr. BRADY. It has been stated by the gentleman from Kansas | M:. 
MORRILL]. I speak from experience when I say that the rule of the 
Department has been to reject many meritorious cases on teclinica! 


8. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Mr. Chairman, I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. MoRRILL] whether his committee has reversed the 
decision of the Pension Bureau upon the same evidence that was before 
the burean, or whether the report of the committee is based upon a“ 
ditional evidence ? 

Mr. MORRILL. In answer to the gentleman from Louisiana | will 
say, that upon evidence no stronger than the evidence in this case he, 
as a lawyer, could undoubtedly go: before any intelligent jury in the 
country and convict a man of murder; yet the Pension Office rejected 
the case. The Committee on Invalid Pensions have, ina large majority 
of cases coming before them, reviewed the evidence submitted to tl Pen- 
sion Office, and where they have thought the rulings unjust or unt 
sonable they have recommended the allowance of the pension. 

Mr. GROUT. Will the gentleman permit me a question? 

Mr. MORRILL. With pleasure. 


of 


But that does not interfere 


Is there any technicality in 
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Mr. GROUT. I suppose that in your report you present a summary that there was no evidence of the incurrence of the disability in the 


of the evidence? ee 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes; and it is an extremely strong case. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly the evidence as recited in the report does 
present a strong case in favor of the claim. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I was not present, Mr. Chair- 
man, during the reading of the firs: part of the report. I will simply 
say this. As the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Morr1L1] is so firm in 
his belief in the merits of the case, and as I know he is honest in that 
belief (as I am sure he is in all the opinions he expresses here), and as 
[ have not heard the whole of the report read, I will make no objection 
to this case; but I think that the evidence should be just as clear and 
strong as I have no doubt the gentleman believes it to be here before 
we should take up a case that can be acted upon by the Pension Bureau, 

ially a case in which the bureau tells us the claimant is not en- 
titled to a pension. 

Mr. HAYNES. Mr. Chairman, I would say to the gentleman from 
Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] that if he had had as much experience 
in “ punching up ’’ cases in the Pension Office as some other members 
here he would lose his faith in the infallibility of the office. Those 
members who have many pension cases to handle are well aware from 
experience that in many cases which have been rejected in the Pension 
Office it is not unusual, by going there and having the evidence re- 
viewed, to get a reversal of the adverse judgment without introduc- 
ing a single word of new evidence. Only within a few days past my 
colleague who sits by me, a physician [Mr. GALLINGER], came to me 
with a case which had been rejected upon the opinion of the medical 
experts of the Pension Office. He came to consult with me about in- 
troducing a bill for the relief of the claimant. He was so firm in his 
belief that the medical judgment was wrong that I suggested to him 
that he had better go down first and see the medical reviewer. He did 
call at the office, and, upon looking at the case again, the reviewer, 
without any argument being submitted, reversed his former decision. 
I simply mention this case to illustrate the point that the Pension Of- 
fice is not infallible in its judgments, and that our judgment is just 
asliable to be good in certain cases as that of any clerk or any employé 
of the Pension Bureau. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, I have nodoubt 
that what the gentleman says about decisions being in many instances 
reversed upon re-examination is true, and I think it is to the credit of 
the bureau that when they find they have made a mistake they are 
willing to correct that mistake. Nevertheless, that is the machinery 
which we have supplied for the purpose of deciding upon these pension 
cases. 

If it is not good we should make it good. We should not seek to 
convert with far more business of other classes than it can 
attend to properly, into a pension bureau. Congress ought not to take 
up any pension cases except those in which it can be clearly shown that 
the bureau, though having the power, is yet undoubtedly at fault, and 
those meritorious cases which do not come within the general scope of 
the power granted to the bureau. Exceptionsof this sort must always 
come to Congress, and I think such cases ought to be received here ina 
very liberal spirit. While we should require clear evidence to support 
them, yet upon such evidence we ought very cheerfully to vote in favor 
ofthem. I heed all that the gentleman says; and this is the opinion I 
entertain. 

Mr. ROWELL. Mr. Chairman, at the very opening of this evening 
session an objection is raised which would reject ninety-nine out of every 
one hu: pension bills—no, probably not quite that many. 

A MemBer. About seventy-five out of a hundred. 

Mr. ROWELL. Seventy-five out of every one hundred pension bills 
passed by Congress are passed upon the judgment of the appropriate 
committee that the Pension Bureau has not properly weighed the evi- 
dence, has improperly rejected the claim upon the evidence; that the 
Pension Bureau has rejected the claim, not because of technical objec- 
tions, but because it has misjudged the case upon the evidence. And 
it is proper right here to consider whether we ought to pass bills of that 


Now, everybody knows that a chief of division, not the Commissioner 

first reviews the case. The Commissioner does not exam- 

y one casein athousand. Some chief of division may con- 
that the case has been proved. He sends it to a reviewing officer 
and the it. Irecollect examining a case within 
the last two weeks where two special examiners in the field had exam- 
amined and cross-examined the witnesses and reported very strongly in 
favor of the allowance of the application; yet the reviewing officer in 
the Pension Bureau rejected the claim on the express ground that there 
Was no proof that the disability had been incurred in the Army, not- 
wee fact that the Army surgeon had positively sworn, not 
only in an vit which was filed, but before the special examiner, 
that the man was in the ambulance corps, and that this disability was 
incurred while he was a member of the ambulance corps; that the sur- 
geon knew him intimately and treated him for the disability. Not- 
withstanding the fact that there was on file the strongest kind of evi- 
dence of the character and credit of this surgeon, showing that he was 
80 careful in filing affidavits that the members of his regiment found 
fault with him, yet the reviewing officer rejected the case on the ground 


es 





Army. 

I recollect another case—a case that has gone through this Congress— 
which was rejected by throwing out the testimony of a man who was 
in the battle where the applicant for a pension kad been wounded; and 
this testimony was thrown out on the ground that the record showed 
that the man who gave the testimony was in the regimental hospital 
at the time of the battle, though this same witness was pensioned for 
a@ wound received in that very battle. 

Such is the character of the cases rejected sometimes at the Pension 
Office when they happen to get into the hands of an unskillful re- 
viewer. Among a thousand employ¢s you may have five hundred or 
six hundred or seven hundred good ones, and you may have others who 
are not so good. It is to correct errors of this kind that we meet here 
every Friday evening; and I insist it is not a proper objection—— 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I would like to ask the gentleman a question 
When a pension case is reviewed in the Pension Office, and the reviewer 
passes upon it, either allowing it or rejecting it, is that the end of it, 
or does it pass before some other officer for further examination? 

Mr. ROWELL. That is in general the end of it. In the very case 
of which I spoke, when the attention of the reviewing officer was called 
to the fact that he had falsely stated there was no evidence in the rec- 
ords of the incurrence of disability in the Army, hesaid he would take 
the matter under advice; and a week afterward he writes an opinion 
reaffirming his former decision. The only way to secure justice in such 
cases is to bring them before Congress. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Anotherquestion. If the reviewing oflicer re- 
jects the case, then, as I understand the gentleman, it goes to no other 
reviewing officer in the Pension Bureau. 

Mr. ROWELL. It may go to the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I was about to ask whether an appeal was not 
allowed to the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. ROWELL. Oh, yes, such an appeal can be taken in any ease; 
a year or two years will be occupied in reaching it; and the chances are 
ten to one that the decision will be reaffirmed unless there is somebody 
right there to argue and protest. In other words, there is pro forma 
affirmance of the judgment below. In other words, that judgment, 
after a delay of a year or more, is in general affirmed without exam- 
ination. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. If it does not tr 
the courtesy of my friend from Illinois—— 

Mr. ROWELL. Not at all. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I will say, without wishing 
to detain the committee, that I have listened with interest to what the 
gentleman hassaid. I donot think, however, that his remarks impeach 
the soundness of the view I have expressed that we should exercise par- 
ticularity and care in acting on these pension cases. That is about the 
sum and substance of my position. 

Mr. ROWELL. That is allright. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Furthermore, if there are in- 
competent reviewers in the Pension Bureau the chief remedy for that 
trouble is not to be in flooding thousands of cases before Congress. 

Mr. ROWELL. Allow me to answer that? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Wait until I completeit. The 
proper remedy is to get well-attested cases and have the reviewers re- 
moved. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Who is going to attend to that? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. That we must attend to ina 
more general way than to crowd a thousand cases here. Ido not think 
there could be a more careless review than by our committee as a gen- 
eral thing. I do not mean to cast any reflection on the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, because I think it is an honest and competent com- 
mittee. 

Mr. ROWELL. It has been my experience in the employment of 
men and women that where there are large numbers employed it is 
impossible to have all of them first class men or women. You get the 
average. You find all to be equally competent men. One has a tech- 
nical mind and is always hunting for technical objections. Another 
has a broad and liberal mind. Both of them are honest, and both de- 
sire to do what is right. One reviews the case and it is passed. If it 
fell into the other reviewer’s hands it would be rejected. That is part 
of our poor humanity. It is not possible to get a body of reviewers 
each one of whom will come to the same conclusion any more than it 
is possible in every case to get a supreme court to be united in opinion 
in all causes. 

Now, every private bill which comes before Congress, if itis passed it is 
because in the judgment of Congress justice will not be done in the De- 
partment or has not been done. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
diction in the Department. 

Mr. ROWELL. But frequently there is. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Iam only speaking of cases 
where there is jurisdiction. We are slow to grant any claim that has 
a remedy before any court. 

Mr. ROWELL. We have been in the habit for many years of grant- 
ing these pension claims. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. One more question. 


spass upon 


Frequently there is no juris- 
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Mr. ROWELL. 

assed. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Itis the most expeditious way of passing them. 

Mr. ROWELL. I will hear the gentleman’s question. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. The gentleman speaks of the reviewer in the 
Pension Bureau sitting on pension cases. Now, is it nota board of re- 
viewers ? 

Mr. ROWELL. Nominally it is a board of reviewers, but you will 
find only one reviewer reviews each case. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Of how many persons is the board of reviewers 
composed ? 

Mr. ROWELL. I think there are about forty. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. How many did the gentleman say—three? 

Mr. ROWELL. No; forty. In the board of review one man takes 
one case and another another. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. How many take a case? 

Mr. ROWELL. Only one. In the board of review one man takes 
one case and another another. You will find where a case has been 
sent by the chief of division properly approved it will be returned 
signed by only one reviewer. One single reviewer passes the case and 
returns it. It is not looked at by any other. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Does the gentleman say of all those composing 
the board of review each case is examined by only one reviewer. 

Mr. ROWELL. I say under the present régime I have not yet been 
able to get the Commissioner or the deputy commissioner to examine 
anything after it has been returned on the part of the reviewer. 

Mr. McMILLIN. But is it not a fact that the board passes upon 


One more only, then, as I want these pension cases 


them ? 
Mr. ROWELL. No; only one reviewer passes on each case. 
Mr. McMILLIN,. I say when the Department approves? 
Mr. ROWELL. That is in the case of an appeal. 
Mr. GALLINGER. That is in the case of a rereview. 
Mr. ROWELL. There is a board of medical reviewers. 
Mr. McMILLIN. They do not pass upon the facts. 
Mr. ROWELL. They are medical examiners. 
Mr. McMILLIN. I knew there was one department there where 


more than one man was engaged in such work. 

Mr. ROWELL. Bat even that is done by one man. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


HARRIET WELCH. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1383) grant- 
ing a pension to Harriet Welch. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to piace on the pension-roll the name of Harriet Welch, 
widow of Cyraneous Welch, late a private in Company C, Thirty-eighth 
ment Wisconsin Volunteers, at the rate of $8 per month, and $2 per month for 
each of her children under the age of sixteen years, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws. 


The report (by Mr. WINANS) was read, as follows: 


The committee adopt the Senate report, as follows : 

Harriet Welch is the widow of Syraneous Welch, private, Company C, Thir- 
ty-eighth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, who was for gun- 
shot wound of his left leg, received in the military service and in the line of h 
duty. The rate of pension was increased from one-half to three-quarters be- 
cause of increasing disability in the wounded leg. Again applying for increase 
of pension, he was directed to report for examination before the examining 
board of surgeons convened at Green Bay, Wis. Returning from Green Bay, 
Wis., he fell from the cars and was killed, , 1877. 

John Hammer filed affidavit May 22, 1884, that “soldier's leg was so crippled 
that he could not depend upon it and that it gave way many times and caused 
him to fall." That it is his belief that in attempting to pass from one car to 
another while returning from Green Bay ats gavé outand caused him to fall 
between the cars, when he was crushed to d : 

In view of all the facts, the committee believe it to be their duty to report in 
favor of this bill, and recommend its passage, with the following amendment : 
Strike out in the seventh, eighth, and ninth lines the words “at the rate of 
eight dollars per month, and two dollars per month for each of her children 
under the age of sixteen years’ and insert “and her minor children” in lieu 
thereof. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


LYDIA 0. HUTCHINGS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1382) 
for the relief of Lydia O. Hutchings. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and heis hereby, author- 
ized and directed to place the nameof Lydia O. Hutchings, mother of George T. 
Pomeroy, late a private in Company ©, One hundred and eighty-sixth Regiment 
New York Volunteers, on the on-roll, subject to the provisions and limita- 
tions of the pension laws. 


The report (by Mr. Win ANS) was read, as follows: 


Lydia O. tlatehiags is the dependent mother of G T. Pomeroy, late a 
private in .....pany C, One hundred and eighty-sixth it New York Vol- 
unteer Infantry, who was shot dead in the line of his duty April 2,186. That 
at the time of his death Lydia O. Hutchings, the mother, was t upon 
the said son, George T. Pomeroy, for her sui and y lived at his 
(the son's) house at the date of his enlistment, and continued to be supported by 
him until his death: and after his death that she lived with the widow ofsoldier 
until the widow of said soldier died,on or about August 31, 1869; that said sol- 
dier left no children. 

The fact of the widow Hannah Pomeroy's death is supported by affidavit of 


Lydia O, Hutchings, filed December 5, 1882; also, by affidavit of Emelia p 
filed December 5, 1882; also, by affidavit of E. C. Draper, filed Janua; 
The claim that the widow, Hannah Pomeroy, left no children is s\),, 
affidavit of E.C, Draper, brother of Hannah Pomeroy, deceased; al <: 
vit of Lydia O. Hutchings. 
The soldier's widow was pensioned by certificate No. 67038. 
Taking into consideration all the circumstances of this case, the com), 
lieve it to be their duty to reportin favor of this bill, and recommend jt, , 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with t) 
mendation that it do pass. 

MARRILLA PARSONS. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (Ss 
granting a pension to Marrilla Parsons, of Detroit, Mich. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be t enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is here}, au- 
thorized and directed to phe on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions a; d 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Marrilla Parsons,of Detroit \{j-h 
dependent stepmother of Daniel P. Parsons, late captain of Company |) s 
enth Missouri Cavairy. : 

The report (by Mr. WINANS) was read, as follows: 


The facts in this case show that Marrilla Parsons is the widow of the Jai... 
Governor Andrew Parsons, of the State of Michigan, and the stepmother «/ | 
late Daniel P. Parsons, who enlisted in Company B, Thirteenth Regiment of | 
nois Infantry, on the 24th of May, 1861; that he was discharged on the | 
February, 1863, for promotion as captain of Company D, Eleventh Regime: 
Missouri Cavalry, and that from exposure incident to his service he was { 


laker 


sick and died of consumption at Sterling, Il., on the 13th of August, 1861. leayine 
no widow or children surviving him. Under the law Mrs. Parsons is not e:,. 
titled to a mother’s pension, being the stepmother of the deceased, but 1! 
in the case show that from the time of her marriage until Daniel Parsons theo 
deceased, left home she exercised the same care over him as a mother woul 
have done, and that after the death of her husband and his father,in 1551 ; 
said Danie! Parsons contributed from his wages to her support as if he had bee: 
her own son, and continued to do so up to the time of his death. She received 
from him the same treatment and affection that would have been given if h 
had been ber son. 


The papers also show that Mrs. Parsons, for whom a pension is asked, was de- 
pendent upon the support given her by said Daniel Parsons, and that since his 
death she has been dependent upon other friends, having no property herself 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill for the reason that Mar 
rilla Parsons is as much entitled to a pension as if she had been the natura! 
mother of the late Daniel P. Parsons. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. This is a case, it seems to me, Mr. Chairman, 
entirely outside the law. It is not a case of a pension being granted to 
the mother of a deceased soldier, but the case of granting a pension to 
a stepmother, not provided by the pension laws at all. 

Mr. NEECE. Whyshould she not be pensioned where she has raise: 
the child? 

Mr. GROUT. That is just the reason why this bill is introduced 
for the purpose of making her case a special exception because she (oes 
not come within the provisions of the law. 

Mr. TIMOTHY J. CAMPBELL. If she isa good stepmother she 
ought to have a pension. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I can well understand, Mr. Chairman, that 
where reviewers of the Pension Office reject a case because of the in- 
sufficiency of testimony, or on some technical ground, we are asked to 
make exceptions to the general law and t such party a pension 
where the testimony warrants it; but here is acase that does not come 
under any provision of the law whatever. Thereis no evidence in this 
case that the reviewers of the Pension Office rejected this claim on 
any technicality or any insufficiency of testimony. I question, in- 
deed, whether it is a case that has ever been presented at all. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Will my friend from Louisi- 
ana pardon me for interrupting him a moment? 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Certainly. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. This, as I understand if, is 
case over which the Pension Bureau has no control whatever. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. None at all. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The law does not provide for 
pensioning stepmothers. Now, I think this is a very meritorious case 
I would draw the line at mothers-in-law, but I would not draw it at 
stepmothers [laughter], especially such as this. 

Mr. TIMOTHY J. CAMPBELL. Especially if she is a good one. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. And I have no doubt that she 
was a good one. She seems to have taken good care of this child and 
supported it with the warmest affection; and he seems to have roo. 
nized what men do not always recognize, that there is an equal claim 
upon him for reciprocal affection and honor toward the relict o! his 
father, and to discharge toward this stepmother the duties which he 
would properly owe to his own mother—this stepmother who hoi! 
hibited and sustained such affection toward him. She is now entire’) 
dependent upon the Government since her maimed pensioned son} 
been removed by death. I think, therefore, my friend from Lou'sian\ 
1s mistaken in citing the jurisdiction of the bureau as against this 1s" 
He draws the line just a little too much inside. It is well to cut 0" 
the mothers-in-law, but not always the stepmothers. ; 

Mr. BLANCHARD. It was not re. Mr. Chairman, when 
I rose to oppose this bill to the extent of callinga quoram upon }!, °\" 
simply to call the attention of the House and the country to the ex 
tent which we are going in this pensi islati I confess since I 
have been a member of this House I have not been attending regu!4"!y 
these Friday night sessions, and I do not know whether or not there 
has been any case similar to this passed upon by the House. 


HCK ley 
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Mr. GROUT. Plenty of them. 

Mr, WINANS. I will say, with the consent of the gentleman from 
Louisiana, that this is one of those cases that necessarily come before 
Congress. It can not be allowed by the Pension Department, because 
the law does not provide for it, she not being the natural mother of the 
soldier; and yet her relations sustained toward the son were of the 
most tender character, as shown by the report, and would entitle her to 
9 pension a8 much as the natural mother. She reared this young man 
from a tender age, bearing toward him all the relations of a mother 
up to the time of his death. It could not under the circumstances be 
considered by the Pension Office, and it is properly a case to come be- 
fore this body. And it could not be allowed in the Pension Office, and 
therefore this is a legitimate case to come here. I will say to the gen- 
tleman there have been a great many such cases, and this is the place 
to whieh to bring them for relief, ; 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Many cases like this allowing pensions to step- 
mothers? 

Mr. WINANS. Very many of them. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Then, if that be so, I do not see why the line 
should be drawn on this particular stepmother. But I for one am 
here to protest against the allowance of pensions in any such cases as 





this, not to the extent of calling a quorum on this case, but simply to | 


express my Opposition to it. i 

Mr. GLASS. I think probably this case had better go over and wait 
the action of a fall House. 

Mr. WINANS. I hope my friend will not insist upon that. This is 
one of the clearest cases that could be brought before the House for 
relief by Congress. This woman has no property, and no means of 


support. She was clearly dependent upon this stepson, who supported | 


her. Her husband is dead. Theson is now dead. She was as much 
dependent on this son as if she had been his natural mother. It is a 
clear case for relief, and there should be no objection toit. There have 
been many such cases passed without objection, and it seems to me just 
as deserving a case as though this woman had been the natural mother 
of this dead soldier. 


Mr. GLASS. I will not press the objection. I think a general law | 


could be to meet, all this class of cases. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported tothe House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. SCOTT. I ask consent that members present be allowed to call 


up bills out of their order on the Calendar. 
Mr. BRADY. I object. 


WILLIAM H. BECK. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1400) 


granting a pension to William H. Beck. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the laws, the name of William H. Beck, late of Company 
K, Eighth Iowa Veteran Volunteer Infantry. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. I call for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. MOnRILL) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (S. 1400) 
granting a pension to William H. Beck, submit the following report : 

The report of the Senate Pension Committee in this case, which is full and 


= is and reads as follows : 
hat the records in this case show that William H. Beck enlisted asa private 
in Company K, Eighth Regiment Iowa Volunteers,on September 21, 1561, and 
was tochengad Sore ised declaration for pension filed April 4, 1879, alleging 
that on or une 1863, claimant incurred epilepsy, since which time epi- 
leptic attacks come on from one to ten days apart; claim rejected on the ground 
t there is no record of the alleged ,and claimant has declared his 
inability to furnish testimony of command officer as to origin, of regimental 
surgeon showing treatment in service, or ical testimony showing existence 


at discharge,” 

‘Claimant testifies that on or about May 18, 1863, he came from rd duty and 
Went to sleep in a trench in the hot sun, close to where a piece of heavy artillery 
was being fired constantly, and the next thing claimant realized he was 
being carried toa in rear of the trenches, where he remained 
& few days, and then returned to duty, and that ever since that time the epi- 
leptic fits have become more frequent and severe. 

Claimant’s testimony is corroborated by affidavits of comrades Corporal M. 
Ryan and Private L. M. Keneey who found him in the trench, as stated, and 


oaks ae camanes of arte it brought on another fit. ee 8 
Sam ‘vidson, who was present at ttime,an 
who bad boon wile tokens from September 21, 1361, until that time, and knew 


Mpa of claimant is further corroborated by affidavits of neighbors and 
a family eaten 00 00 cnimons being sound and free from epi- 
the a ees the cptinony of neighbors as to 

NR ROCUFTONGS epileptic fits since claimant’s discharge. 
pes nde pS —— acon a = — oe 

, oa. D., to 
{he effect that he contracted this disease in the service, and that he is” entitled 

Pp half total pension for privates, or $4.’ 

ete See no reason why this pension should not have been allowed by the 
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ROBERT HOLSEY. \ 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1288) 
granting @ pension to Robert Holsey. 
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| “We find a report of an examining board, dated November 12, 1882, which 
i 
} 
| 
| 
' 


9263 





The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the 
thorized and directed to place on the pension 
limitations of the pension laws,the 1 1 : rit 
H, Ninth Regiment Kansas Cavalry Volunteers 


The report (by Mr. MoRRILL) was read, as follows 


or be, and he is hereby, au- 
l, subject to the provisions and 
rt Hols« ate of Company 





The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1288) 
granting a pension to Robert Holsey, submit the following report 

The report of the Senate Committee, which is herewith made a part of this re- 

“The petitioner was a private in Company H, Ninth Kansas Cavalry, and 
asks for a pension in consequence of disabilities contracted in the line of his 
duty. The report of the Surgeon-Genera! shows that he was in the general hos- 
pital from September 14, 1863, to January | 
January, July,and August, 1863. Three com 
when he enlisted. 


18h4; also that he was treated in 
ades testify to his sound condition 





“ Lieutenant Cram, who was in com nd of the company, gives evidence of 
the suffering condition of the soldier, and in« onsequence put him on lightduty. 
The same witness says 

| “*Thaton the 20th of April, 1863, the claimant was sent with others from Leav- 
| 





enworth to Levy, Kans., as burial escort; that they were exposed to storm and 
night travel, after which the claimant was sick in camp and hospital, and that 
he was in feeble health when mustered out.’ 

“Comrade Crotis gives similar testimony, and adds that he was with claim- 
ant from December 20, 1863,to March 6, 1864, and was at his bedside every day. 

“His neighbor, John G. Chase, was acquainted with him soon after muster 
out, and knew that he was ill and totally unable to labor during the space of 
five years, 

“Dr. H. D. Hill testifies, in affidavit dated November 9, 1882 

“* That he has known the petitioner during the past ten years, and that he 
has always appeared to be in feeble health, and that on examination he found 
him greatly reduced by a complication of diseases, including affection of lungs, 
| liver, and kidneys.’ 

“There is a large amount of testimony from comrades and nei 





ghbors, allo 
whom appear to be reliable and disinterested witnesses, which favors the | 
tioner’s claim, and there is noevidence of an adverse description. 

“The claim was rejected by the Pension Office on the alleged insufficiency of 
the medical proof. 


states that the disability is permanent; that there is evidence of kidney trou- 
ble, which is rated at half total. 

“A subsequent examination by the same board reports that the claimant has 
Bright's disease, and rates the disability as total 

Your committee report the bill favorably, with a recon 
pass. 


imendation that it do 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 
MRS. MARGARET SMITH. 
The next pension business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 
1467) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret Smith. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Margaret Smith, widow of Joseph 
Smith, late a sergeant of Company H, Fourth United States Infantry, Company 
H, Sixth United States Infantry,and Company B, Tenth Regiment Kansas Vol- 
unteers. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 

The Clerk commenced to read the report. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I suggest that in reading the reports hereafter 
the formal part be omitted. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Let the whole of the report be read. 

The Clerk resumed, and concluded the reading of the report (by Mr. 
MORRILL), as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1467) 
granting a pension to Margaret Smith, submit the following report: 

The report of the Senate Committee on Pensions sets forth the facts in this 
case very clearly, and is as follows: 

“That the claimant is the widow of Sergt. Joseph Smith, late of Company H 
Fourth United States Infantry, Company H, Sixth United States Infantry, and 
Company B, Tenth Regiment Kansas Volunteers. She made application to the 
Commissioner of Pensions, but the claim was rejected on the ground ‘that the 
soldier’s death was nota result of any disease contracted in the United States 
service.’ ”’ 

Sergeant Smith was pensioned October 9, 1850, for injuries of veins, of rightleg, 
from long and continuous marches during the war with Mexico. During the 
rebellion he served from July 26, 1861, to August 8, 1863, when he was discharged 
for disability, Was restored to the pension-rolls February 18, 1867, to date from 
his discharge from the volunteer service August 9, 1863,and was a pensioner at 
date of his death, which occurred August 10, 1881, the cause of death being stated 
as “‘ old age and chronic disease of liver.” 

Joseph Smith served in the armies of the United States, volunteer and regu- 
lar, a period of thirty-two years. He participated in the Florida war, the war 
with Mexico, and in the war of the rebellion. During his last illness, covering 
a period of two years and eleven months, he was confined to his bed, and at 
times not able to move without assistance. The claimant attended him con- 
stantly, and asa result is completely broken in health, aged, and unable to earn 
a living. Her home had to be sold at a great loss to enable her to purchase food, 
medicine, and medical attendance for the soldier. 

“ A number of leading citizens of the city of Leavenworth certify to the re- 
spectability of the claimant, and petition Congress to grant her a pension, be- 
lieving that the soldier’s death was indirectly caused by his long and faithful 
service in the armies of the United States.” 

Your committee, feeling that this case is one of unusual merit, recommend 
the passage of the bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


STEPHEN R. SMITH. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1466) 
granting an increase of pension to Stephen R. Smith. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Bett enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
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limitations of the pension laws, the name of Stephen R. Smith, late a private in 
pampeng C, Thirty-first Regiment Iowa Infantry, at the rate of $30 per month, 
in lieu of the pension he is now receiving, to commence from the passage of this 
act. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. MORRILL) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1466) 
granting an increase of pension to Stephen RK. Smith, having examined the same, 
recommend the passage of the bill. 

The claimant was a private in Company C, Thirty-first Regiment Iowa In- 
fantry Volunteers,and was discharged on surgeon's certificate of disability for 
gunshot wound of right lung received at the battle of Kenesaw Mountain, Geor- 
gia, June 27,1864. He was pensioned in 1867 for gunshot wound of right lung, 
and has received various rates, ranging from $8 to $24 per month, since June 12, 
1865, the date of his discharge, and the latter is the present rate of allowance, 
poenns been advanced to that sum under the provisions of the act of March 3, 

883. 

He esut uently made application for increase,and on June 17,1884, was ex- 
amined by the board of examining surgeons at Washington, D. C., whoreported 
adversely to his application for increase,sclely because he was receiving the 
maximum rate allowed by the pension law, and conclude their report as fol- 
lows: ‘* His disability is equivalent to the loss of a hand or foot.” 

The medical examinations held in this case have uniformly found “ that the 
disability is permanent; that the ball still remains in his body; that he suffers 
much from dyspepsia and pain of right as that he can not perform any labor 
requiring ¢he active use of his arms; that the wound yet remains open and dis- 
charges pus freely; that the wound is still an open suppurating ulcer; every 
symptom of consumption; the rightarm partially paralyzed; generally debility 
exists. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 





PATRICK MURPHY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. I. 6087) 
granting a pension to Patrick Murphy. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au~ 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension law, the name of Patrick Murphy, late a seaman in 
the United States Navy. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. LovERING) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred House bill 6087, 
submit the following report: 

Patrick Murphy enlisted in the United States Navy August 20,1864, and was 
discharged September 8, 1865. He filed an application for pension January 11, 
1881, alleging that— 

“On or about January, 1865, while going from the fire-room to the deck, after 
coming off watch, he slipped on the iron leading from the fire-room tothe 
deck, striking upon the right side of his y and head, which resulted in dis- 
my the eyes, and ultimately in loss of right eye and impairment of vision 
of left.” 

His claim was rejected— 

** Because there was no record evidence in the Navy Department of the alleged 
disability,and claimant's inability to furnish satisfactory evidence connecting 
said disability with service and line of duty.” 

The evidence in the case is as follows: 

Robert T. Stackhouse and John Murray testify that they personally knew 
claimant before he enlisted in the service; that he was in good health and free 
from any en disability. 

J. Knox Foster, late assistant engineer, United States Navy, testifies: 

“ Claimant was a coal passer on U.8. 8. when lying at Key West in 
the winter of 1864 and 1865. Affiant was assistant engineer on same vessel, and 
jy! was on his watch. In passing from fire-room to main deck he slipped 
and fell back from the ladder to the floor of the fire-room, injuring his and 
eye. He was placed on the sick-list, and eventually lost his right eye by reason 
of the injury. This accident occurred in line of duty. That he was sent toma- 
rine hospital at Key West, and never again volaheat the ship. Before the acci- 
dent claimant was to all appearances a sound and healthy man. It was affiant’s 
duty to inspect the men weekly, and if there had been any bodily infirmity 
affiant would have discovered it."’ 

Edward Early, of South Weymouth, Mass., shipmate of claimant, testifies that 
he was an eye-witness to the accident,and that claimant complained of his 
head and eyes. 

John C. Foster, of Gloucester, Mass., testifies : 

“I was an acting master’s mate on the U. 8S. 8S. Mahaska; that claimant fell 
in coming from the fire-room to the main deck, receiving severe injuries to his 
head and eye, with certain internal injuries; as pete nana claimant 
was in ant moma bodily health, with the use of his eyes.”’ 

George Quackenbush, seaman, also testifies ea his other ship- 
mates,and further says “ it was conceded at the time of accident and be- 
lieved that he had lost his right eye.” 

William F. Coleman, M. D., September 7, 1881, testifies : 

“ Claimant has been under — on accountof eee disease of cyes, 
which has left his sight so m impaired as to render incapable of seeing 
anything except large ee. 

Dr. R. Cowashall testifies : 

“ Claimant been a patient of 
Brunswick, recei 
upon a fall upon the 

L. B. Botsford, M. D., marine hospital, Saint John’s, New Brunswick, testifies : 

“ Claimant was an inmate of this hospital from December 27, 1878, till March 


neral public hospital Saint John’s, New 
treatment for debility and nervous symptoms consequent 


18,1879. He suffered from of right eye.” 
W. Galvin, M. D., testifies : 
« t was examined at the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear In- 
The aerial oO Tas tllek tnagtes, lies that the records of th 
rgeon ° , Teplies of the 
U. 8. 8. Mahaska are not on 
Albert F. Still 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


sight of one and the other is impaired, as shown by the report of the 
examining board at Washington, D. C., April, 1881, as follows: he medics} 


“Total loss of t eye and slight amblyopia of left eye a 
normal vision tn that eye.” on eye, about seven. ghths 


In view of all the facts in this case your committee are of Opinion that 
fact, *‘No record evidence at the Navy Department,” should not do. 
of his right to pension. They therefore report back the accompar.,,. 
and recommend its passage. : 

. Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Does this pension como... 
of the general pension fund, or is there a separate provision }n),.0 

Mr. BRADY. It comes out of the naval pension fand, as | »,,., 
stand. It is not necessary to specify in the act from which fons. 
comes. — 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
is right in that particular? 

Mr. BRADY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. That is all I desire ty 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the por 
mendation that it do pass. 

ABEL COMSTOCK. 

The nexé: business on the Private Calendar was the i]! s. 19) 
granting an increase of pension to Abel Comstock. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is Ler 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisi: 
limitations of the pension laws,the name of Abel Comstock, late a priy.:, 
Company C, Twenty-first Regiment Ohio Veteran Infantry Voluntce 
rate of $30 per month, in lieu of whathe is now receiving. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read 

The Cierk commenced to read the report (by Mr. ELusnerr\ 

Mr. GOFF (interrupting the reading). I ask that the furthe: 
ing of the report be dispensed with. 

The CHAIRMAN. The reading of the report was asked fur }) 
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE]. 

Mr. GOFF. I do not understand that a gentleman can ca 
reading of the report as a matter of right. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair understands that at these Friday even. 
ing sessions whenever the reading of a report is called for it is read 
the time of the gentleman who calls for the reading. 

Mr. GOFF. I do not understand that a gentleman can cal! {or the 
reading of a reportand can then resume his seat while it is being read 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is under the impression that any ger 
tleman can call for the reading of the report in his own time. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. If the remarks of the gentleman froi 
Virginia [Mr. Gorr] are directed toward myself—— 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. It was I who called for the 
reading of the report. I would suggest to the gentleman from West 
Virginia that the report is the basis upon which we are asked to grant 
the pension. All the information relating to the case, in the absence 
of a statement from the gentleman who has charge of the bill, is con- 
tained, I presume, in the report. Now, it can hardly be assumed that 
we should grant applications for pensions without any information, and 
unless some gentleman is prepared to make a plain statement of the 
facts I think the most expeditious way of prosecuting this business | 
to let the report be read. It was in that spirit that I called for the 


You are satisfied that +) 


ns 





reading of the report, and I am quite sure that the gentleman from 
West Vi does not wish to retard the progress of business or to 


keep the House out of any information in the premises. : 

“Mer. GOFF. Ifa member desires to have the report read asa part o! 
his remarks it may be presumed that he will follow the reading with 
his opinion on the report in the particular case. I understand that to 
be the meaning and spirit of the rule, and I do not understand that 
this is a privilege of which any member may avail himself for the pur- 
pose, I may say, of consuming time and preventing the progress 0! 

cases. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is perfectly aware that the repor 
must be read in the time of some gentleman who is assumed to be a¢- 
dressing the House. The Chair is guided by what he understands to 
be the custom of the House. The Chair assumes that the gent!eman 
who calls for the reading of the report must be considered as having 
i the case, and the Chair can not go into the motive 
with which any gentleman either discusses a case or calls for the rea 
ofa 
. B DGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair feels bound to recognize at (11's po" 
the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] for any purpose! 
which he claims the floor. ee 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, I would stat 
to the gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. Gorr] that it would be % 
improper in me to assume that he wishes to deny to the House any 
formation in asd erro as—and I say it with all respect—'' us pe 
haps a little table in him, and certainly entirely incorre<t, 
assume that I have called for the reading of the report as a meas" 


gives him information in the premises. | li 
or if when I have calle 


the reading of a report the first part of it proves satisfactory a5“ 
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the merits of the case, I certainly shall not supplement it by any un- 
necessary remarks. The absence of remark is evidence that the report 
js satisfactory, and in several instances where I have called for the 
and have found from the first part of it that the 
proof was usive, or satisfactory, I have stopped the reading as a 
needless consumption of time. — 

Mr. GOFF. hope, Mr. Chairman, that the gentleman sees that 
that is so in this case. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. If this should prove to be such 
a case, I shall take that course. 

Mr. GOFF. I think the gentleman has heard enough of this report 
to be satisfied that this is'such a case. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I have not. I will call for the 
rereading of the few lines that have been read, and, as they are gone 
over again, I may catch something that escaped me inthe former read- 


othe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKIN- 
nIDGE] is entitled to the floor and calls for the reading of the report. 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, I question the right of a member—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKIN- 
RIDGE] is entitled tothe floor. 

Mr. PRICE. The gentleman instructed the Clerk to go on with the 
reading of the rt. ThenI addressed the Chair and was recognized. 
Now, is the eman from Arkansas still entitled to the floor? 

The CHAIRMAN. He is entitled to the floor for the reading of the 
report. The Chair recognized the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
Price] in order to ask the purpose for which he rose. 

Mr. PRICE. I rise for the purpose of reading a few lines from Jef- 
ferson’s Manual (page 147) with reference to the point of order. I 
read: 

When the reading of a paper is called for and objected to, it shall be deter- 
mined by a vote of Senate without debate. 


This is not the Senate, but that is parliamentary law as laid down 
by Jefferson; it applies to the proceedings of this House, and I think it 
is clearly to the’point here. 

Several MEMBERS. ‘‘ order!” 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The report will be read in the time of the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE]. 

The report (by Mr. ELLSBERRY) was read, as follows: 


The on Invalid Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (S. 1016) hav- 
ing exam’ the same, concur in the Senate printed report hereunto attached, 


and recommend Prd mn of the bill. 

The claimant, Comstock, late private of Company C, Twenty-first Ohio 
Veusteunr a from November 4, 1881, at $12 per month. This was 
reduced to 4,1883,and afterward increased to $12 from September 
29,1884. He now asks that this amount be raised to $30 per month by special 
act of Congress. In fret of his application he presents the affidavit of four 
reputable physicians, w have been filed by Senator SHERMAN, one of which 
we copy, 28 follows: 


Tue STATE OF ONTO, Wood County, ss: 


On this Ist of January, A. D. 1886, before me, clerk of the common pleas 
court within for the county and State aforesaid, personally came Dr. Joseph 
©. Lincoln, aged forty-two years, a resident of, and whose ffice address is, 
Bowling Green, Wood County, Ohio, and who, being os me first duly sworn 
according to law, makes a solemn oath, and says as follows, viz: That Iam a 
a regular physician by , and have been in practice in Bowling Green, 
Ohio, since 1873; that I became acquainted with claimant, Abel Comstock, 
in the spring of 1876, and have met him almost daily ever since; that I have at 
1876 examined him professionally, and advised him as to 
his physical condition and treatment; that upon making examinations as 
aforesaid I have found him to be suffering from chronic diarrhea, piles, disease 
: troubles, varicose veins of both legs and feet, 
with sweilings of and limbs, and di ing varicose ulcers, also 
sympathetic disease of the heart, caused by of liver and spleen, 
portal circulation, and gastric troubles; that ever since 1876 the claim- 
ant has been for the performance of any manual labor by reason of 
the disabilities described, heart-beat averaging about one hundred per 
minute while at rest; that the extent of his disability, by reason of his condition 
as above described a than that resulting from the loss of a 
I have no interest in = claim, direct or indirect. 


OSEPH ©, LINCOLN, M. D. 
Tae State of On10, Wood County, ss: 
to 


in my I vprene. - Cpe. by Ro those 
uary, A. D. 1886, an ereby certify that the 

and contents of above affidavit were fully made known and ex- 

tothe affiant before swearing; that the affiant is well known to me, and 

a ea in good standing in his profession, and that I have 


i, 
SEAL.) R. M. DONNELLY, County Clerk. 


f 


It appears to be a case of extreme and com disability, which does not 
> paceman the pension laws,and ange easmniee —> 
relief should t 
be by legislation. e disability wou 


to Greater than that w 1s in many cases allowed a far high 
rating,and where disability far lens Sosious tate nataze. — 


is 
rate at gptumittes recommend the passage of the bill allowing a pension at the 


power in a case where the disability from general causes but 
equals a certain fixed degree of , such as that occasioned by 


the loss of a leg or an arm, to increase the pension accordingly ? 
Mr. ROWELL It may increase the pension to $24 where the disa- 
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bility is equivalent to the loss of a leg below the knee or an arm below 
the elbow. 


*¢ 
Nv 


Mr. MORRILL. But the increased disability has to be connected 


with the original disability. Where a man is pensioned for a particu- 
lar disability, the Pension Office will allow only the rate of pension 
which that disability indicates. 
perceive from the report, there seems to be a complication of troubles, 
all arising probabiy from the same original cause. 


In this case, as the gentleman will 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I can, of course, understand 


that these troubles may all arise from the same original cause and yet 
not be distinctly traceable to it. 


Mr. MORRILL. The man was pensioned at a certain rate, and his 


other disabilities are not recognized by the office. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I observed an apparent gap in 


the testimony; but the explanation is entirely satisfactory to me. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


ALFRED DENNY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1192) 


granting a pension to Alfred Denny. 


The bill was read, as follows: 
Beitenacted, &c., That the Secretary ofthe Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 


ized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Alfred Denny, late a 
captain and assistant quartermaster, subject to the limitationsand provisions of 
the pension laws. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. ELLSBERRY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1192) 
granting a pension to Alfred Denny, having examined the same, concur in the 
Senate report hereunto attached, and recommend the passage of the bill. 

“The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1192) granting 
a pension to Alfred Denny, beg leave to report back the same with recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

“Alfred Denny was mustered into the United States service as a captain and 
assistant quartermaster of volunteers on the 12th day of June, 1863, and was hon- 
orably discharged on the 3d day of June, 1864. His declaration for original in- 
valid pension, signed and sworn to on the 4th day of March, 1884,shows that 
‘while in the service and in the line of his duty at Chambersburg, in the State 
of Pennsylvania, on or about the 25th day of August, 1864, he was, by the sudden 
movement of his horse, thrown upon the horn of his saddle and received an in- 
jury, causing a rupture or hernia;’ that ‘ being a post quartermaster he could 
not be treated by a regimental surgeon, but, upon the contrary, was treated by 
a private physician.’ 

“The statement of the examining surgeon for the county in which Mr. Denny 
lives, Preble County, Ohio, dated July 19, 1884, shows from the time that Mr. 
Denny left the United States service, as above stated, he has suffered from rup- 
ture, ‘so much so that within the last three years the other side became affected, 
and a hernia appeared, which from some cause produced most excruciating 
pain, so that a council of physicians had to be called in the case, his life being 
despaired of for the time.’ The examining surgeon further states that he was 
Mr. Denny’s physician ‘before he went into the service,’ and has becn ‘since 
he came out;’ and he asserts that ‘I know that he has been wholly incapaci- 
tated for manual labor ever since he came out of the Army, by reason of the 
continual suffering from these ruptures and consequent troubles.’ ” 

The Commissioner of Pensions required Mr. Denny to furnish evidence of ‘‘a 
commissioned officer or member of the company” to which he belonged, which 
it was manifestly impossible for him to do, as he belonged to no company or 
regiment, being a captain and assistant quartermaster; for the same reason he 
was unable to furnish evidence from the “regimental surgeon” as to treat- 
ment, &c: 

Under all of the circumstances the cc mmittece are of opinion that Mr. Denny 
is entitled to a pension, and recommend that the bill be amended by striking 
out of lines 5 and 6 the words ‘“‘at the rate of twenty dollars per month” and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words “ subject to the limitations and provisions 
of the pension laws.”’ 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the secom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


LUCINDA SAWYER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. &. 4353 
granting a pension to Lucinda Sawyer. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Lucinda Sawyer, 
stepmother of John Sawyer, lato a private in Company C, Third Regiment 
Maine Volunteers, subject to the limitations and provisions of the laws govern- 
ing pensions to dependent parents. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I call for the reading of the 
report. 
The report (by Mr. HAYNES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of Lu- 
cinda Sawyer, having considered the same and accompanying papers, submit 
the following report: 4 

This petitioner is the stepmother of John Sawyer,a private of Company C, 
Third ment Maine Volunteers, who died from wound received in the first 
battle of Rull Run. The mother of soldier died while he wasan infant. His 
father married the petitioner when John was about three years old, and she 
filled a mother’s place in every particular from that time till the time of his death; 
in fact, she had the care of him almost from the time of his mother’s death. She 
reared him as her own child, nursed, clothed, and worked hard for him, for the 
family seem to have been poor. : . 

Leason Sawyer was pensioned as dependent father of thesoldier. He diedin 
1879. The claimant was equally dependent with the father upon the pension 
for support, but, as a stepmother, can have no claim under the laws governing 
pensions, She is sixty-three years old, and in feeble health, with no means of 
support, having no money or property from which she derives any income. 

t is in the iine of numerous precedents, and this committee think it is right, 
that this woman, the only mother John Sawyer ever knew, who nursed him and 
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reared him and sent him forth to die in the service of his country, is entitled to | we granted the claimant a pension. In this case, so faras I have } . 
the same consideration she would receive as his natural mother. the re no such evidence is add 1. but th or Mtve heard 
We therefore report the accompanying bill and recommend that it do pass. e report, no idence 1s uced, but there is simply the assu; 


tion that in the absence of this technical objection the bureau wv...) 
have granted the pension. - 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Perhaps the case may hay | 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


CHARLES N. SEBASTIAN. clear as to induce that conclusion. mae 
© : "19 . Mr. HAYNES. The report as drawn may not be so full in its «:,, 
lhe next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 686) grant- : : ; , oan i 

ing a pension to Charles N. Sebastian. mentsasitshould be. In fact, I have observed that the Senate rey. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Charles N. Sebastian, late of Com- 
pany A, Second New Hampshire Volunteers, 


Mr. BLANCHARD. Let the report be read. 
‘The report (by Mr. HAYNES) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S.686) 


granting a pension to Charles N. Se n, submit the following report : 


The committee adopt the Senate report, and recommend the passage of the 
bill. 


The Senate report is as follows: 


do not state the evidence with the same fullness as do the House 1: pert : 
In fact, as to some Senate cases in which I have taken pains to examin, 
the papers, not being satisfied upon the face of the Senate report, whic} 
in fact, appeared to show a case in which I would not recommend ;, 
vorable action, I have found on examination of the papers that the eo, 
clusion of the Senate committee was correct, and I have made a fayo 
able report on such cases. 

Now, taking the Senate report as we have heard it read, there jx yo 
question that we have to accept on faith the conclusion there stated 
that the charge of desertion is the only bar which exists to the allowance 


of this man’s claim. The facts in the case are not stated as fully per 





The applicant, Charles N. Sebastian, late a private in Com y H, Twenty- 
third Massachusetts Volunteers, enlisted under the name of Charles N. Derby, 
July 31, 1862, and was discharged July 15,1863, He re-enlisted in the same com- 
pany and regiment December 2, 1863. It appears that he had a prior service. 
He made application for a pension, which has been belore the Com- 
inissioner for a long time, and the only objection to its allowance is the charge 
of desertion. Itisa case not relieved by the recent legislation, as appears by 
the certificate of the Adjutant-General. 

The following letter (Exhibit A) from Mr. Sebastian to the member of your 
committee who reports upon this bill fully explains the circumstances of the 
alleged desertion, which was such but in name, and did not interfere with his 
rendering faithful service as a soldier from April 21, 1861, to July 31, 1865, one 
year of which was spent in confederate prisons. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


Exurteir A. 
Troy, N. H., February 13, 1885. 
Dear Sin: I received your kind answer to my letter in due season, informing 


me that I should heer from my pension soon. I did receive a letter yesterday, 
which I inclose with this to you. 

My case is different from most others, and in order to have you understand it 
fully I am obliged to write you the whole: 

I, Charles N. Sebastian, first enlisted at Keene, N. H , April 21, 1861, in Com- 
pany G, First New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry; was transferrred into Com- 

ny A, Second New — om Volunteer Infantry, forthree years; was in the 

rst battle of Bull Run, and there taken prisoner; was a prisoner until June 
3, 1862, then released on parole; came home; staid about five weeks; was ordered 
to Camp Distribution at Annapolis. Arriving in Boston I ran across some of my 
old school-mates that had enlisted in ae a a Massachusetts 
Volunteer Infantry. They wanted me to go with , 80 Lenlisted in Company 
H, Twenty-third Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, under the assumed name 
of Charles N. Derby, so that if taken prisoner before I was exchanged my 
name would (as Derby) prove me not to be the former prisoner. I was young 
then and did not think of the wrong I was doi: but I have the on 
still of knowing that I served my country fai ly as a soldier from April 21, 
1861, until July 31, 1865, with that one exception. 1 had no motive for enlistin; 
in Company H, Twenty-third Massachusetts, other than to be with my old school- 
mates. Elmer Dickinson, James Dickinson, George Reynolds, and Alfred R. 
Stone are their names; two of them are . 

I contracted gastritis and pericarditis while in prison and in the service, and 
have never been a well man since I was It seems, if I can get a 
transfer from Company A, Second New Hampshire Volunteers, to Company H, 
Twenty-third Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, with my right Charles 
N. Sebastian, put on Company H, Twenty-third usetts, papers, it would 
help me to get a pension soon, perhaps; or a from pany A, Sec- 
ond New Hampshire ; but perhaps the transfer w be of the most benefit to 


me, if I can get it. 
if you will please help me to get this all t, I shall, indeed, be ever so thank- 
always be very grateful also. 


ful to you. y wife and little children w 
Thanking you very much for what you have done, 
I remain, your obedient servant, 


CHAS, N. SEBASTIAN. 
Hon. H. W. Biair, Washington, D. C. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Chairman, I have lis- 
tened with care to the reading of the report, but I have not heard any 
evidence of disability except the testimony of the claimant himself. 

Mr. HAYNES. The statement in the first part of the Senate report, 
as I remember it, is that the only bar to the allowance of the claim in 
the Pension Office—for it appears by the report that this man applied 
there—is this charge of desertion which stands against him. I think 
that is stated in specific terms. I do not know that the evidence is 
cited in the report. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I remember that last Friday 
night we had up a question similar to this as to the action of the bu- 
reau. It was then stated that in the case then under consideration a 
pension had been refused by the bureau upon certain and it 
was claimed that in the absence of that technical objection, as it was, 
and perhaps justly, denominated, the bureau would have granted the 
pension. I then asked whether the bureau had a 
to grant the pension if the bar based upon this so-called ical ob- 
jection were removed. 

The statement was then made by some gentleman of the committee 
that the bureau never goes further than to state the fact on which it 
grants a pension, or the naked fact on which the is refused; that 
it never goes into the problematical part of a case. If that be true, it 
is altogether an assumption on our part to say that the Pension Bureau 
would have given this man a pension had it not been for this technical 
objection. In the case of which I speak the evidence which has been 
before the bureau was adduced in the report; and upon that evidence 


haps a3 they should be. 
the Senate report as to the charge of desertion being the only bar to the 
allowance of the claim is incorrect, undoubtedly that gives a differen: 
aspect to the case. 


limitations of the pension laws. 
to the Pension Office to get his rating; and if there is no disability, }. 
can get nothing. He will have to go before the board of surgeons fo: 
examination. 





If we choose to assume that the statement of 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. The Senate report seems to 


give the conclusion of the Senate committee without any data upo; 
which that conclusion is based. 


Mr. HAYNES. It certainly does; there is no question about that. 
Mr. NEECE. I wish to call attention to the fact that this bill pro- 
poses to place the man on the pension-roll subject to the provisions and 
If the bill passes, he will have to ¢ 


Mr. HAYNES. And if he goes there for examination, it will be 
upon the — disabilities on which he applied for a pension at the 
Pension Office. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I wish to ask gentlemen here, 
who are more familiar with the pension business than [ am, this ques- 


tion: If we should pass this bill and the fact should be developed that 
there is no disability, could the man get a pension ? 


Mr. HAYNES. He could get no pension. As I understand, upon 


the passage of this bill he will be ordered before the board of surgeons 


for examination upon the ific disabilities on which he applied to 
the Pension Office. If no disability exists, he will receive ‘ho rating 


and consequently no pension. 


Mr. BRADY. If a man is already on the pension-roll and his (isa- 
bilty ceases, his pension ceases; he is dropped. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Then there is one other que 
tion I would like to haveanswered. Suppose we pass this bil! and he is 
found in a state of disability, will the Pension Bureau have power to 
inquire whether that disability arose in the line of service? 

Mr. BRADY. I think not. 

Mr. HAYNES. This establishes the presumption that it did so 
arise. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. And we would be establish- 
ing that presumption without a line of evidence. And we would be 
establishing that presumption when on last Friday night we distinctly 
took the position we could not presume the Pension Bureau in deny- 
ing an applicant a pension for a technical reason meant to disparage the 
merits of his case, while here we are seeking to assume in denying 1 
for a technical reason they mean to admit the merits of his case. 

There is one other point in this claimant’s case which should be mace 
plain to the House. If he changed his branch of service in the way he 
did as a kind of college-boy’s freak it of course is entirely satisfactory 
to me, and I me it would be to every gentleman. We overlook 
that; but it ought to be clearly shown to us, to whom he is a stranger, 
this did not involve any of the bounty-jumping business which was 
common at that time. 

Mr. HAYNES. The fact that he served to the end of the war in 
1865 would indicate he was not a bounty-jumper. We know bounty: 


jumpers were in the service, of course. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. They jumped more than on 
They jumped every fence they came to. [Laughter. } 

Mr. HAYNES. His first service was in my regiment, but I know 
nothing about the man. He was taken a prisoner at the first battle 0! 
Bull Run. Those prisoners were kept, if I remember correctly, so 
ten months before they were sent back and paroled. Itappears 1 t!' 
case he was sent back immediately, but thaton his way back he enlist«\' 
in a Massachusetts regiment and served in that regiment till the end «! 


the war in April, 1865, which would indicate to my mind he was n°! ' 
bounty-jumper, but rendered good service in the Army. 


Mr. E, of Arkansas. The man seems to have re0- 
dered service in the Army, and I suppose we will be able to get 01"! 
the question of bounty-jumping or any suspicion we may have on t).\' 
Mr. HAYNES. I will call the gentleman’s attention to the fact that 
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at the time this man first enlisted these large bounties were not being 
e GROUT. And as the claimant himself states he left his own 
regiment and went into another regiment, in which he served till the 


close of the war, merely for the purpose of being with his college as- | 


sociates and with no other motive whatever. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Yes, that is his statement; 
and, if corroborated, it will be evidence of that fact. 

But, sir, to bring the matter to a conclusion I will say I do not think 
it is proper for us to grant pensions without having laid before us a 
summary on the part of the committee of the evidence of the case. 1 


am not willing toadmit the Pension Bureau in rejecting for a given | 


yeason means to credit or discredit that evidence upon which they have 


not passed judgment. So far as we see that is an assumption on the 
part of the Senate, and it clearly is if the position we took is a correct 


one. 

Mr. BRADY. That is the opinion of the Senate. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Yes; the Senate is a solemn 
body; but, sir, we have to pass on the merits in these cases upon our 
own judgment of the evidence presented. 

Mr. BRADY. That istrue. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Without meaning to express 
any unfavorable opinion on this case, because I can not do that from 
the absolute ignorance we are in aboutits merits, I ask the case be sent 
back to the committee, in order that it may submit to us a summary of 
the evidence, which we do not now have. 

Mr. HAYNES. Very well, I will move at the proper time that the 
case be recommitted to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. BRADY. No, that is not n 5 

Mr. HAYNES. Or let it be understood that the committee hereafter 
is to submit such a statement of evidence to be presented when this 
bill is again called up. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Let the bill retain its place, 
and the committee can look the matter up. 

Mr. HAYNES. Allright. I withdraw my motion to recommit. 

TheCHAIRMAN. That motion would not now be in order. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Iask, Mr. Chairman, by unanimous consent that 


the bill be passed over informally for the present and to retain its place 
on the Calendar. 


There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that the read- 
ing of the Celendar in the regular way be suspended, and that gentle- 
men present may have an opportunity of calling up bills. It is now 
within fifteen minutes of 10 o’clock, and it will shortly be time for 
the committee to rise. 

Mr. BRADY. I object. 

Mr. BINGHAM. As the gentleman from Virginia has objected to 
the proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and in order that 
gentlemen present, who have come here for the purpose of reaching 
certain bills upon the Calendar, may have an opportunity of securing 
their consideration, I will ask unanimous consent that the bills upon 
the Calendar be taken up in their regular order and read by their 
titles, and if the demand is not made by some member present for the 
reading of the report that the bill be passed over informally without 
detriment to its a upon the Calendar, and so continue until a bill 
is reached in which some member present is interested, who will call 
for the reading of the report, and thus bring the bill before the com- 
mittee for consideration. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I think that is a very good 


Mr. LONG. That will not necessitate the reading of the reports un- 
less the bill is to be acted upon. 

Mr. BINGHAM. No; nor the reading of the bill, either. 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, right on this subject, if you will per- 
mit me to call the attention of the Chair for a few moments, I wish to 
be heard. Evidently the gentleman from Pennsylvaniain making his 
request is proceeding upon the theory that any member of the House 
has a right to demand the reading of any report in any case. I called 
the attention of the Chair to this a few moments ago, and now I desire 
permission to be heard still further in the same direction for the pur- 

> of ascertaining whether that is not a mistaken opinion, and if the 
does not agree in reference to the point I shall make, I will be 
satisfied with the ruling and make no further objection. 

I call attention now for a moment to twoclauses in this Digest; one 


is the common law, and the other the statute law; that is to say, one is 


the general parliamentary law, and the other a rule of the House. 
SECTION XXVIII—READING PAPERS. 


wth formation as posh a propriety of permitfing oves y member to have 


is to vote, that 
if it be seen that it is really for information and 
not for the it to be read without putting a question, if no 
one but if objected to, a question must be put. 
That is the common law. 
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Now, Rule X X XI of the House provides: 


! 

| 

} 

' READING OF PAPERS. 

| , 

| When the reading of a paper other than one upon which the House is called 
| 

| 

| 

| 


~ 


» give a final vote isdemanded 
And the report is not such a paper— 


and the same is objected to by any member, it shall be 


determined without de 
bate by a vote of the House. 


Now, in the light of this law I do not see how any gentleman can 
| demand as a matter of right the reading of a report, nor how it can be 
read at all except by consent. That is the point to which I wish to 
| direct the attention of the Chair. 
Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. The presumption is all are read 
} outside. 

Mr. PRICE. That is the object of sending the reports out. They 
are laid upon our tables, or sent to us every day, and there is no need 
| for taking up the time of the committee now by reading them. I there- 
| fore present the question in order to obtain a ruling upon it at the 
proper time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. DoI understand my friend from Wisconsin to ob- 
ject to the reading of the reports? 

Mr. PRICE. 1am raising the point as to the right of a member to 
have the reports read when objection is made. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then you deny the validity of the rulings of the 
Chair all the evening, that they can be read? 

Mr. PRICE. Itis for the very purpose of obtaining a ruling from 
the Chair that I make the point now. 

The CHAIRMAN. That point of order is not before the committee 
at this time. 

Mr. PRICE. No; but I call the attention of the Chair to it so that 
when the time does come it shall be properly before the Chair for a 
ruling. 

The CHAIRMAN. The only question now is whether unanimous 
consent is given that the Clerk shall read the bills by their titles in 
their regular order on the Calendar, so that when a bill is thus reached 
and read by its title, if no gentleman addresses the Chair asking for 
the reading of the report, the bill shall be considered as passed over 
informally, retaining its place on the Calendar. 

Mr. TAULBEE. How long is that rule intended to operate? 

The CHAIRMAN. Only to-night, as the Chair understands. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Will it interfere with debate? 

The CHAIRMAN. No; gentlemen have the right to debate any 
questions before the committee for consideration. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I have no objection. 


MARY J. NOTTAGE. 





The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 2005) 
granting a pension to Mary J. Nottage. 

Mr. HAYNES. I ask for the reading of that bill. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject tothe provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mary J. Nottage, widow of Thomas 
Nottage, late a sergeant of Company F, Third New Hampshire Volunteers. 

Mr. HAYNES. I ask that the report be read as a part of my re- 
marks. 

Mr. PRICE. I object to the reading of the report. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New Hampshire is recog- 
nized to discuss the bill, and has called for the reading of the report as 
a part of his remarks. 

Mr. PRICE. AndI make the objection to which I have just alluded, 
relying upon the law which I have cited, and if the Chair shall over- 
rule the point of order I will yield gracefully to the decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Wisconsin objects to the 
reading of the report, basing his right to object on the language of 
Rule XXXII, which is as follows: 

READING OF PAPERS. 

When the reading of a paper other than one upon which the House is called 
to give a final vote is demanded, and the same is objected to by any member, it 
shall be determined without debate by a vote of the House. 

The Chair understands that this rule relates to the reading of any 
paper not in the time of any gentleman addressing the committee or 
House, but when such paper is introduced at any time to be read on 
request of a member or as a matter of privilege; and doubtless the 
rule will apply to a case such as the Chair has mentioned. 

But it has been the universal custom of the committee, so far as the 
present occupant of the chair is aware, that any gentleman rising to 
address the committee and recognized for that purpose is entitled to 
have anything read that is respectful in its language or otherwise un- 
objectionable at the Clerk’s desk as a part of his remarks. The Chair 
rules that the reading of a report in the time of the gentleman who is 
occupying the floor is not the reading of a paper such as is referred to 
in Rule XX XT; and it so happens that in the present case the member 
addressing the Chair asks to have read the report on the bill now under 
consideration, although the ruling would be precisely the same if an ar- 
ticle in a newspaper or any other document were asked to be read. 
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The Clerk will read the report. 
The report (by Mr. HAYNES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 2005) 
granting a pension to Mary J. Nottage, submit the following report: 

The committee accept the statement of the case made in the report of the 
Senstes gunmaatias on Pensions, hereto appended, and recommend the passage 
of the bill, 

The claimant, Mary J. Nottage, is the widow of Thomas Nottage. late ser- 
geantof Company F, Third New Hampshire Volunteers, No. 270607. She made 
application at the Pension Office, but it was rejected on the ground that the 
cause of the death of the soldier was not a result of his military service. 

It appears that the soldier enlisted August 15, 1861, and served until discharged, 
September 17, 1862. He died January 8, 1879, and the widow applied June 24, 
1880, 

The record in the Adjutant-General’s Office states that he was “ discharged for 
disability,”’ and his certificate of discharge for disability is on file, showing in 
detail his condition at that time. The certificate of his attending physician, that 
he died of * consumption,” is also on file. 

E. P. Emerson, general agent of the New England Life Insurance Company, 
testifies that an examination was made July, 1360,by Dr. James B. Greely, who 
reported that the soldier was of good constitution, and vital organs normal. 
He was insured in their company. 

Dr. Josiah G. Graves testifies that he was soldier's family physician for many 
years before his enlistment; attended him in 1853 for lung fever, and his books 
show he made fourteen professional visits to him ; has no knowledge of any 
other sickness up to the time of his enlistment, and his relations were such that 
if he had had any disease or disability he would have known it. So far as affi- 
ant knows, the soldier was a sound man when he enlisted, and had been since 
his illness in 1853. 

The evidence of several comrades is on file, showing that he was sick in the 
service with malaria and kidney trouble, and became thin, yale, ons weak. 

Several witnesses testify to his condition since that time, as having worked 
with him and seen him constantly, and that he was during the whole unfit 
for any hard manual labor, and remained so until he died; thatduring all those 
years he suffered a great deal; that he frequently kept about his business, al- 
though suffering with remittent fever and general debility ; that he had piles, 
and me very weak and feeble, and had a cough ever after he came out of 
the service on the slightest exposure to cold. 

Without detailing all the evidence, your committee state that believe 
that it fairly establishes the fact that the soldier died from the results of his serv- 
ice. His system seems to have been shattered and never to have recovered ; 
and it seems but fair to presume that the “consumption,” which is stated to 
have been the final stage of his disease, was a legitimate result of the condition 
in which he left the service and afterward continued. If there could be any 
doubt we feel disposed to give this widow the benefitof it, and therefore recom- 
mend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. What was the date of the 
death of the claimant’s hushand? 

Mr. HAYNES. January, 1879. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
nendation that it do pass. 


JAMES BUTLER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8S. 2025) 
tranting a pension to James Butler. 

Mr. HAYNES. I call for the reading of the bill and also for the read- 
ing of the report in my time. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of James Butuier, late a private in Com- 
pany F, First New Hampshire Heavy Artillery, 


The report (by Mr. HAYNES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (S. 2025) 
granting a pension to James Butler, have had the same under consi D, 
and submit the following report: 

The statement of facts contained in the Senate report is as follows: b 

“The claimant, James Butler, late a private of Company F, First New Hamp- 
shire Heavy Artillery, applied fora pension at the Department November 10, 
1871, alleging disability from breaking his right leg just above the knee, at Con- 
cord, N. H., September 9,1864. It appears that the soldier received a pass from 
the captain of his company until the next morning and went home in the city; 
that he got up in the morning before light to return to camp and started; that 
in posing to camp he fell into a cellar where a house had just been removed, 

= 


breaking his right leg. 
“The records show that he was discharged September 12, 1864, by reason of 
y at general rendezvous, Concord, N. H 


rejection on o ization of com le os 
per General er No. 243, War ent A. G. O., 1864, on account of com- 
minuted fracture of lower third it femur since muster into service. It also 
appears that he was treated in the italat Concord. Thetestimony of Capt. 
D. J. Flanders is to substantially the same effect, and further states that he was 
rejected on organization of the com y, after his muster-in, and that he received 
the injury white in the service in the line of duty. There is other corrob- 
orating testimony.” 

The claim was rejected by the Department on the ground that disability was 
not contracted in the line of duty. Without arguing this point at length, this 
committee indorses the decision of the Senate committee, and recommend the 
passage of the bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 
CHRISTOPHER C. WHITE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 4407) 
granting a pension to her C. White. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I call for the reading of the bill, and also of the 
report, in my time. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 


thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the n laws, the name of Christopher C. White, late of Com- 
pany A, First t Tennessee Volunteers. 


The report (by Mr. TAULBEE) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4407) 
granting a pension to Christopher C. submit the 3 
Christopher C. White enlisted asa private in Company A, First it Ten- 
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nessee Mounted Infantry Volunteers, December 18, 1863, and was dischareca 
Jan 90,1865. Filed claim for pension December 17, 1875, based on injur. ._ 
chest, shoulder, and leg, caused by his horse fallinguponhim. His claim wa. re 
jected on the ground of “no record, and claimant's inability to furnish satiefs,. 
oy ene names —y in the service and line of dut. 
o ospital or mental surgeon. First treatment afte; . 
charge was in fall of 1366.” ay atee de. 
Claimant is shown to have been sound and free from disease at en}istn.,; 
The evidence shows that claimant and nine others of his comrades 0 
command of Lieut. M. C. Crary, were on a scouting expedition, and w)y;\- 
said scouting expedition claimant's horse fell on him, and, rolling over |) 
jured his chest, shoulder, and leg,and the said lieutenant testifies that } 
claimant to his (claimant's) father’s residence to be treated for said jy jy p\o 
claimant’s father being a physician and residing in the neighborhood \ her 
the injury was received. After claimant partially recovered he returned to | 
command and remained with his command until he was discharge: 
shown to have been badly injured and a continwal sufferer from said inj, 
‘The medical evidence shows him to be suffering from a painfu 
the spine, obstruction of the liver (hepatitis), and general debility 
mittee have no doubt of the fact that soldier’s present disabilities 
of the injury received as aforesaid in the service and line of duty. 
They recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with t) 
mendation that it do pass. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill H. |) 
granting a pension to Thomas B. Walsh. 


THOMAS B. WALSH. 


Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. I call for the reading of the bill and re 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby ay- 
thorized and directed to place the name of Thomas B. Walsh, late of Com); 
D, Tenth Tennessee Cavalry, u 
and limitations of the pension laws. 


Mr.WHEELER. I call for the reading of the report. 

The CHAIRMAN. That has already been called for by the ventle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. ZAcH. TAYLOR]. 

The report (by Mr. O’HARA) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bil) (II, 2 
7221) granting a pension to Thomas B. Walsh, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and submit the following report: 

— —— ieee cd es Treshanbed Ang _ Regiment Tennessee 
Cava ry, January i, was t 1, 1865. Claims a pension 
for disability caused by rheumatism contra: while in the aevien of the 
United States and in the line of duty. Claim rejected on the ground that there 
is no record of alleged disability, and claimant is unable to ~~ by reliable 
testimony that it was contracted in the service and in line of duty. Claimant 
states that he was treated for rheumatism, in camp, by Dr. Leonard, assistant 
surgeon of his ment, at Johnsonville, Tenn., for about two and a half months 
until sent to Nashville for discharge. 

After his discharge he was treated by Drs. Abel, Slack, May, and Parkerson 
that he has not been treated by any physician for the last several years, but 
has used a medicine recommended by Dr. Parkerson, which always afforded 
tem relief. Has performed manual labor about one-fourth of bis tim: 
since d rge; thathe can not find a commissioned officer of regimgnt to give 
further testimony than that now on file; that he has written to Dr. Spencer J 
Freeman, formerly of his regiment, but fails to get any reply. Dr. Alexander 
is dead. Dr.John A. Parkerson, Isaac M. Bigham, and Capt. John A. Davis al 
testify as to prior soundness of soldier,and that at date of enlistment he wa; 
oe, man, having no disease whatever. 

Capt. John A. Davis further testifies that soldier complained of rhewmatism, 
located in both hips; saw him placing his hands on his hips as if in pain; that 
soldier often reported to the su m for treatment for said disease, and to make 
his lot easier he was detailed t the ——_- tent, where he staid until 
mustered out. Knows above from observation. 

—- John G. Williams and William H. Wingo testify to the same state 


ol 

First Lieut. Lorenzo D. McJunkins testifies that claimant, while in the line of 
duty.at Johnsonville, Tenn., about July, 1865, was affected by rheumatis:n, ani 
that he relieved him from duty on that account, and he did no more active duty 
until di ; that soldier, with his company and een, was transferred 
a oe ae eee ae dee dates ae aay wee me hey save cles en days 
on fogs and m m the waters. is, with ex- 
posure to camp life, brought on rheumatism. 

Dr. Abraham Slack testified that he treated soldier for lumbago and 1)\ 
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Dr. J.P. i 
as two-thirds disabled. There is an abundance of testimony showing continu- 
ance of disability from date of discharge. y ; 

Dr. A. J. Paine, g@ surgeon, givessoldier a three-fourths rating for (i> 
ability for rhe’ , : 

Your committee are of the opinion that soldier contracted the disease from 
which he now suffers while in the service of the United States and in the line 
of duty. He is clearly entitled to a pension,and we therefore recommend tl 
passage of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection the bill will be laid asile ‘o 
be to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. CRAIN. I object. i : 

The CHAIRMAN. The questionis, Shall the bill be laid aside to ve 
reported with a favorable recommendation? : 

The question was decided in the affirmative, and the order was mace. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. MATSON. I move that the committee rise and report ty 
House the bills on which action has been taken. r 

Mr. LAWLER. Pending that motion, I desire to make a brief statc- 
ment. There is a caseon the Calendar of a lady from Chicago who has 
been here for five weeks. She has at home an aged mother, eighty one 
years old, a cripple, and in bed. re here in hopes 
of action on this bill to-night. Senators from the State o! 
Illinois [ Mr. CuLt.om and Mr. Loan] have been over requesting action 
by the committee. I ask unanimous consent to allow that case to be 
taken up. 
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Mr. MATSON. I object. 

Mr. RANDALL. This is a case of great hardship. I happen to 
know something about it. ea 

Mr. MATSON. I expect I know as much about it as others do. I 
know there area great many cases of suffering and hardship. The com- 
mittee to-night has seen fit to take up these cases in order, and I know 
of no reason why this case should be taken up out of its order. 

Mr. LAWLER. This lady has been here for five log weeks, and has 
remained in order to see if any action would be taken this evening. 

Mr. MATSON. Weagreed last Friday night that General WHEELER 
should havean opportunity tospeak this evening. It isnow 100’clock, 
and in view of that arrangement it is time the committee should rise. 

Mr. WHEELER. I wish to state I would not allow any pension 
case to be interfered with by any remarks which I desire to submit. 
My wish is that after the committee has got entirely through with its 
business I may have unanimous consent te submit those remarks. 
[Cries of “* Regular order !’’] 

Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman from Alabama does not object to 
the request which has been made for the consideration of the Lanigan 
bill ? 

Mr. WHEELER. Notatall. Iam in favor of it. 

Mr. MATSON. The gentleman from Indiana objects. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Indiana insist on his 
objection ? 

Mr. MATSON. I do. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 22, noes 15. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. McMILLIN having re- 
sumed the chair as Speaker tempore, Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois, re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole House, having had under con- 
sideration the Private Calendar under the special order, had directed him 
to report sundry bills to the House with favorable recommendations. 


BILLS PASSED. 


House bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House, were severally ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, they were accordingly read the third 
time, and ae 7 

A bill (H. R. 1649) granting a pension to Phebe H. Meech; 

A bill (H. R. 7163) granting a pension to Peter Adams; 

A bill (H. R. 6087) granting a pension to Patrick Murphy; 

A bill (H. R. 8333) granting a pension to Lucinda Sawyer; 

A bill (H. R. 4407) grantinga pension to Christopher C. White; and 

A bill (H. R. 7221) granting a pension to Thomas B. Walsh. 

Senate bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House with favorable recommendations, were severally or- 
dered to a third reading, and were accordingly read the third time, and 


A bill (S. 1383) granting a pension to Harriet Welch; 

A bill te 1382) for the relief of Lydia O. Hutchings; 

A bill (S. 342) granting a pension to Marrilla Parsons, of Detroit, 
ich.: 


bill (S. 1400) granting a pension to William H. Beck; 
bill (8. 1288) granting a pension to Robert Holsey; 
bill (S. 1467) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret Smith; 
bill (S. 1466) granting an increase of pension to Stephen R. Smith; 
bill (8. 1016) granting an increase of pension to Abel Comstock; 
bill (S. 1192) granting a pension to Alfred Denny; 
bill te 2005) granting a pension to Mary J. Nottage; and 
bill (S. 2025) granting a pension to James Butler. 
Mr. WINANS moved to reconsider the votes by which the bills were 
pet and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
e. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. ADAMS, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that the Committee of the Whole be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of Senate bill 2349, being an act granting a pension to Cath- 
arine Lanigan, and that the same be now considered in the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, would assent to 
that permit a statement to be made ? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. A statement may be made by unani- 


i 
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mous 

Mr. WINANS. I object, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I should like to hear a brief 
statement of the merits of the case. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 


Wixame) ehjects 
“ : - . 
wih oe moved that the House adjourn, but immediately 
. Mr. I was unwilling to occupy the time 
See an aha pensien were being passed, but as that business 
ee et the evening, and assome gentlemen have kindly 
in nae ae, 1 Sal sow, with tho permission 
House, proceed in continuation of my remarks which I began 

last Friday evening. 








The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gentleman 
from Alabama that no remarks are in order now except by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. LEHLBACH. I object, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Nothing is in order at this evening ses- 
sion but the consideration of pension bills,and although there may 
have been a tacit understanding to the contrary last Friday evening, 
the Chair holds that that understanding can not be permitted to con- 
travene the order under which the House assembles. The Chair there- 
fore holds that the gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. WHEELER] can ob- 
tain or retain the floor only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HERMAN. I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the understanding will 
be carried out. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise toa parliamentary 
inquiry. 

The SPEAKER proiempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. As an agreement had been arrived at 
by unanimous consent upon last Friday evening and also this evening, 
in Committee of the Whole, that the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
WHEELER] should have an opportunity to deliver his speech, does not 
that agreement render unnecessary unanimous consent at this time ? 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair is having the record exam- 
ined and will answer the gentleman’s inquiry when report is made 
upon the record of last Friday night. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I sincerely trust that the gentleman 
from Alabama will be heard. 

Mr. LEHLBACH. I withdraw my objection, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The objection is withdrawn. Unless 
further objection is made, the gentleman from Alabama will proceed. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, it is unnecessary for me to say that 
Tam and always have been unwilling to occupy a single moment of the 
time of the House which could be made available for the consideration 
of pensions or other laws, and all the gentlemen present must have 
observed that both by vote and word I insisted upon the completion of 
all our work; and since all the business of the House for this evening 
has been finished, and as the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. WINANS], 
who moved thatthe House adjourn, has withdrawn his motion, I desire 
first to thank the House for extending to me their unanimous consent 
to proceed with my remarks in reply to the unjust reflection which 
emanated from the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN]. 

Pending the consideration of the bill to appropriate the means neces- 
sary to support the Army for the year ending June 30, 1887, the RECORD 
reads: 

The Clerk read as follows: 

‘*Subsistence Department: 

“For one brigadier-general, two colonels, three lieutenant-colonels, cight 
majors, twelve captains (mounted), and atiditional pay for one hundred and forty 
acting commissaries, $79,500. 

“Mr, Heppury. I move to amend by striking out the paragraph just read; 


and I give notice that at the proper time I shall move to strike out the para- 
graphs beginning respectively on line 100, line 113, line 116, line 120, and line 
124.” 


Carrying out this intention, the gentleman made four additional 
motions to strike out the other paragraphs as they were successively 
reached, devoting the usual time to discussing the various amend- 
ments. 

The chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, General Brace, 
explained to him and to the House, that all these appropriations were 
for the pay of officers who held their positions under existing laws, and 
that our failure to appropriate would not lessen the liability of the 
Government to the officers referred to. 

The gentleman from Iowa had been very prominent in his attacks 
upon the bill to provide for improving our rivers and harbors. He had 
used his best efforts to destroy many of the essential features of that 
measure, and to do this he had offered numerous amendments in quick 
succession, and the Recorp shows that he made twenty different 
speeches in his continued and repeated assaults upon the bill; and when 
this amendment to the Army bill was coupled with his assertion that 
the next five paragraphs would be attacked by him, were we not justi- 
fied in our belief that the gentleman intended an assault upon every 
feature of the bill then being considered, the only effect of which, if suc- 
cessful, would have been to embarrass and block the machinery of the 
Government? 

INDISCRIMINATE ATTACKS AVERTED. 

If nothing else was accomplished by my reference to the Judge-Ad- 
vocate-General’s Department, it was advantageous to the House and to 
the country in so far that it appears to have had the effect of stopping 
the gentleman’s indiscriminate and unreasonable attacks upon the 
Army bill. 

Although less than one-fourth of the bill had been considered, and 
although up to that time he had not proposed all the amendments which 
he had indicated a purpose of introducing, he allowed the business of 
the House to proceed without farther objection orcomment, This has 
probably saved the House fivefold the time I shall oceupy in the ex- 
planation which the gentleman’s language and course have made nec- 


After the gentleman had offered five amendments, the effect of each 
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being to abolish and destroy a department of the Army, and after the 


fifth amendment had been discussed and advocated by the gentleman | ence. 


from Ohio [Mr. GRosvVENOR], I ventured to call attention to the origin 
of the department last referred to, and to the fact that the abuses of 
which he complained arose and existed under Republican administra- 
tions, and I referred to an episode which I think has been accepted as 
unquestioned history. 

I stated that Mr. Stanton sought to conspire to drag down officers who 
did not conform to his views or sustain his line of policy. In my desire 
to repel with merited scorn the unjustifiable and totally unwarranted 
imputation made by the gentleman from Iowa that I had assailed the 
memory of President Lincoln, I, in the warmth of my indignation, used 
words which roused the sensibilities of some members of this House. 

I had no wish or intention to reflect upon Mr. Stanton, and notwith- 
standing the language used by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Hep- 
BURN] I endeavored to obtain the floor with the intention of asking 
permission to withdraw theexpression referred to before replying to the 
attack upon myself. The next morning when the matter was brought 
up I rose with the same intention, and notwi ing my cont‘uued 
efforts this is my first o ty to reply to the gentleman’s a‘ ‘ack, 
and I will also add that it is the first time I have ever asked the indul- 
gence of the House regarding a matter which involved a question of per- 
sonal explanation. 

Although a very old member of this House had, by his example, more 
than justified the language I employed by alluding to a President of the 
Republicas an ‘‘arch criminal,’’ [had nodesire tofollowsuchalead. I 
regretted using the words, and would gladly have omitted them. Ihave 
always endeavored to abstain from any harsh, extreme, or unkind expres- 
sions, and have always felt that members of Congress were here for a 
higher and better purpose. Actuated by these feelings I availed myself 
of the rules of the House and asked to have the word most objected to 
omitted from the Recorp. But as the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
insisted that the word should appear, I now feel called upon to explain 
the facts which caused and seemed to justify the expression, and in 
doing this I shall endeavor to use no im é 
for one moment forget the courtesy due this House nor the usages of 
parliamentary decorum; and I shall most certainly abstain from the 
use of such words and phrases as were indulged in by the gentleman 
from Iowa, which I do not wish and shall not attempt to characterize, 
as to do so appropriately would necessitate the use of language neither 
parliamentary nor decorous. 

I am aware that a few have in times past contended that Southern 
men should silently endure all taunts and jeers, whether leveled at 
themselves or their constituencies; but this sentiment is an insult to 
the manhood of the just, honorable, and brave of every Northern State 
from Maine to California. At the time I was under the influence of 
mingled feelings—my innate love of justice, my abhorrence of injus- 
tice, and sympathy with the wronged and oppressed. 


CONTROLLING INFLUENCES. 


I had in my mind the statement of President Lincoln regarding the 
influences a ne noo se his in the case of a court-martial 
which affected honor of a distinguished general. 

I also recalled the arbitrary dismissal of many devoted officers, and 
the arrest, imprisonment, and attempted ruin of General Stone. Many 
of these cases have y ahallache tovntneeahamemaen connected 


with these arbitrary dismissals have such gross injustice 
that in almost every instance Congress has been constrained to reverse 
the action of Mr. Stanton. 


I hadin my mind theassertions of the i Mr. Sew- 
ard, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Dawes, Mr. Howard—that the 
very first act of Mr. Stanton as a member of Mr. Buchanan’s Cabinet 
was to instigate, aid, and abet a design to procure the arrestand disgrace 
of his colleague, Mr. Toucey. 

I had in my mind the sad execution of an innocent woman, not in 
time of war, but in time of peace, and like the ing and irresisti- 
ble force of a tornado, these episodes in our history were thrust w 
me, together with the attending which show that Mr. 
Stanton wasa leading actor, and in most cases the instigator, of the arbi- 
trary acts by which so many had suffered. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Will the permit 

Mr. WHEELER. I will yield to the gentleman for a question. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I want to inquire who suggested that you said 
that Mr. Stanton sought to conspire to break down the character of 
officers ? 

Mr. WHEELER. That is substantially what I said in my remarks 
in reply to the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Is that what you said or is that what you made 
the REcoRD say afterward ? 

Mr. WHEELER. That is substantially what I said, as I under- 


stand it. 
I understand that you said, and that the notes of 


it me to interrupt him? 


Mr. HEPBURN. 
the reporter show you said, that Mr. Stanton was the ‘‘arch-conspira- 
tor’’ and had conspired. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. Oh, there is no material dif- 
ference there. 
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by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Herpury | illustrates the 
at issue, that he and his friends have sought to force into the 
expressions made in the heat of debate and which they conside 
to Mr. Stanton, while my endeavor has been to prevent their f 
publicity. 
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Mr. WHEELER. I can not see that there is any materi il differ 
ican not see that any such technicality as that can hav... 
weight in this discussion. : oo 

It has not been denic3 Sas ! used the word “‘arch,”’ but the ve: tlema, 
knows that I have used every effort in my power to withdray « 
its appearance in the Recorp is solely due to the friends 2 
men, who have forced me into this controversy. 


Of the gent)». 
The very point macs 
question 
RECORD 
T unjust 
‘urther 


I do not think the gentleman quotes the exact words, but he js < 
stantially correct. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I think I can see a great difierence. 

Mr. WHEELER. {I also recalled that his most extreme and ary. 
trary acts and his matchless craft were the features of his character 
which had sometimes been eulogized above the greater qualities ¢,. 
hibited by his undoubted mental and physical energies, some of }): 
eulogists—at least by implication—having indicated that in their opi , 
ion the omission of the characteristics first mentioned was unjust to 
him. It was like the play of Hamlet with Hamlet left out, or jike 
Samson after he was shorn of his locks. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BrumM) opposed the sup- 
pression of the words which seemed to grate upon the sensibilities o/ 
the gentleman from New York and the gentleman from Iowa. 

Whether the gentleman from Pennsylvania agreed with those w))5 
would contend that the words described characteristics which they )- 
mired, or whether the purpose was to place me in what they hope: 
would be a more vulnerable position for their attack is immaterial to 
the question. 

THE CONTROVERSY RELUCTANTLY ACCEPTED. 

At the risk of inviting another sneer from the gentleman from Jow. 
[Mr. Hepburn] for repeating what I have already said, I wish, \: 
peaker, to emphasize my regret at being forced into this controversy. 

My indisposition to use any unkind or unfavorable expressions in 


reference to Mr. Stanton has been clearly demonstrated by my efforts 


to withdraw the words, uttered in the warmth of debate, which the 
friends of Mr. Stanton thought objectionable, and to omit them from 
the RECORD. 

Nay, farther, with the exception of the single expression which cer- 
tain gentlemen on the other side of the House have determined to make 
so I have never uttered one word which was other than com- 
plimentary to Mr. Stanton. 

I have spoken of him as a man of unquestioned ability and legal a:- 


complishments, with a trained intellect backed by untiring energy an‘! 
indomitable will. And I still insist that he po: qualities which 


enabled him to achieve much good, but at the same time gave him un- 
limited power for evil. 

_My accidental and unpremeditated assertion that these talents had 
been sometimes used to disparage, and even to destroy, those who did 
not conform to his views is the extent of my offending. 

I might have expressed myself in different language; had | been 
given a moment’s reflection no doubt I would have used less rugg«! 
words. But I believe that Mr. Stanton would rather have his histor 
written by a man who would boldly present the strong qualities wh. 
made his reputation than intrust it to the cant and hypocrisy of those 
who wonld hide these qualities by an attempt to enrobe him in the 
garb of a saint. 

GREAT MEN DISDAIN FLATTERY. 

It has been a trait of all men of decided character—all men whi» 
abilities raised them to eminence and enabled them to leave the im 
press of their opinions and actions upon the time in which they live! 
to desire that posterity should know them as they were. 

Macaulay tells us that when Sir Peter Lely proposed to leave ca: © 
his portrait of Oliver Cromwell the warts and moles which he thou,’ 
a blemish, the great Roundhead leader protested against the ign! 
, and insisted that his portrait should show him to future gev- 
erations as he was. 

Would not the same feelings that controlled Cromwell in the wit" 
of his portrait have been potent with Mr. Stanton respecting his carcet ” 
When his life ebbed away, had his bi r been by his side, wou't 
not his last words have been: ‘‘ Write of meas I was. Do not, | ivsis'. 
omit a poner ae a word. The worst enemies of the great meu o! 
past time are who seek to suppress acts and qualities which the: 
do not understand and therefore can not appreciate. All of a grea 
Leave out the prominent _ 
even though they are not good and you destroy all—the syminetry 
i 4 i = What the peapls of one school 0! 
the people of another may ¢x' 

applaud my craft, my skill, ™y 
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I played a part in the drama no one else could play. 


Confound to contusion the hypocrites who would strip me of this part | 


of my history and attempt to make me appear like a country parson, 
a county-court lawyer, or an undercierk in 1 Department of the Gov- 
Paint me as Stanton or wipe me from the page of history.’’ 

But Mr. Stanton was not the kind of man to wish to be wiped from 
history. He had played a prominent and important part in public 
affairs; he had been part of and had helped to make the history of a most 
momentous . Itisan insult to such a man to se¢k either to en- 
tomb his memory or to suppress the plain and truthful recital of what 
he did by substituting for it glittering generalities or high-sounding 

itndes. 


For these reasons no true friend of Mr. Stanton can object to a plain, 
impartial consideration of some of the prominent events in which he 
was an actor. 

THEIR EMPHATIC CHALLENGE. 


But as my effort to suppress the objectionable language was most 
strenuously , and as the words to which exception was taken 
have since their utterance been repeatedly used by agentleman on the 

blican side of the House—and used in the most offensive manner 
w. the rules of the House would allow—and as the gentlemen who 
insist upon this controversy have by various other means manifested 
their desire to force a consideration of Mr. Stanton’s merits upon this 
House, and as the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] has within the 
last few days seemed to assume a very martial mien, and during that 
time has with what appeared to be a studied grace and an unmis- 
takable air of self-conscious importance before the Speaker’s desk, Iam 
constrained to construe their words and actions as a personal challenge 
to me to substantiate my assertion respecting Mr. Stanton, or confess 
that it was unfounded, if not wanton. 

And this challenge gains additional emphasis by the gentleman's re- 
cent repeated exhibitions of indecorum and impropriety. First, in his 
reiterated and insinuations that a highly honored member 
of this House was capable of taking an oathin the morning and break- 
i Second, his use of the word ‘‘ blackguard,’’ in 
speaking of a Northern mee alienne = 1 — whose 

uct in every respect m Iowa might well emulate. 
inly, the conduct of the leader of the ‘‘Iron Brigade’’ from the 
Wilderness in May, 1864, to A tteox in April, 1865, was well 
worthy of any man’s emulation. ird, his assertion on the floor of the 
House that because the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. WEAVER] was at 
that time a member of the Republican party in good standing it would 
justify or excuse him [Mr. HEPBURN] for denouncing the a 
party as being ‘‘so rotten that the Goddess of Liberty had to hold her 
nose when she passed over the Capitol.’’ 

Having by this means, in the judgment of some, established himself 

before the House of as a polished gentleman and re- 


fined debater, he seems to seek further opportunity for an exhibition of 
his characteristics, and his colleague [Mr. Srrusir] standing 


him, cries out: ” 


I c ; 
gion my octengee [Mr. ay ny nat wish better fun than to 
I regret very much to be so publicly informed that I have been se- 
lected as the especial target for the gentleman’s insinuations and epi- 
such a determination has been announced on the ies 
of the House I shall endeavor to undergo the infliction, fully realiz- 
ing the weight and power of the combined oratorical talent which, 
under the genileman’s leadership, has arrayed itself against me. 

I — Speaker, that1 am sincere when I say I am reluct- 
— either to pursue this matter, or to admit that I have used 
words which do injustice to an official whom some gentlemen on this 
floor regard with admiration. 

The words I used and which these gentlemen challenge me to defend 
aoa the idea that Mr. Stanton had sometimes exercised very 


i and cruel power, and on other occasions had been wanting 
as Seem be had. pestered friendchip, snd thes 

gained in the confidence of such sacred relations had been 
a their injury; that in doing these acts he had joined 
and others, or had been aided by others in efforts to accomplish 
his object. 

QUESTIONABLE PRACTICES. 
I admit 


worthy of commendation, but by the class of gentlemen with whom it 
has been my good fortune to associate such methods are condemned. 
Such purposes are seldom attempted by one man alone, as the nature 
of the undertaking requires concert of action, and this concert of two 
ns Satowted commptiency- 
I the gentlemen have ae great sagacity in forcing 
Se neenn wes Sen ae to the 
which gave employment to *ir. Stauton, use they judged 
tes heatliedion snd ambarteament one so circumstanc.d must feel in 


Wee Sitar tate exch a crmtroversy 


wil not permit me to be silent, I will now pro- 
ceed to present some of the voluminous proof bearing upon this matter, 
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the testimony being that of witnesses whom my opponents must ac- 
cept as absolutely unimpeachable. 

‘Though well known to many as anardent pro-slavery Democrat, Mr. 
Stanton first became prominent in public affairs when he was made a 
member ef Mr. Buchanan’s Cabinet. 

Lest it may be claimed that I have no warrant for asserting Mr. Stan- 
ton to have been a pro-slavery Democrat, I desire to call attention to 
| his own utterances on the Sickles trial, April 14, 1859, in which cause 

he was one of the counsel for the defendant. - The quotation I make is 
found on page 51 of the printed report of that celebrated case. I read 
| now from that report : 

As the relations of counsel to slavery had been referred to, he would state that 
he had the blood of slave-holding parents in his veins; his father had been a 
North Carolinian and his mother a Virginian 

This by way of parenthesis. 

I shall begin with his appointment as Attorney-General in Mr. Bu- 
chanan’s Cabinet, and in this review I shall not utter one word of dis- 
paragement to Mr. Stanton which can possibly be avoided, nor quote a 
single expression from any of his opponents or enemies. I shall meas- 
ure him by the standard selected by his friends, and shall use no ex- 
pressions or evidence except the encomiums of his eulogists and pan- 
egyrists. 

The issue then is distinctly joined. I am challenged to produce evi- 
dence justifying or warranting the assertion that Mr. Stanton at any 
time ‘‘songht to conspire to drag down officers,’’ Kc. 

That evidence I shall now introduce, and the first witness is Henry 
Wilson, of Massachusetts, during his life a prominent Republican, a 
Senator and Vice-President of the United States. 


BUCHANAN’S ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 


In the Atlantic Monthly for February, 1870, Hon. Henry Wilson, in 
an intended panegyric upon Mr. Stanton, asserts that, while occupying 
the confidential position of Attorney-General in Mr. Buchanan’s Cabi- 
net, he habitually and systematically pursued a course which | think 
all will admit violated the plainest and simplest obligations of official 
propriety by disclosing to others what occurred in Cabinet meetings. 

He asserts further that he entered into an arrangement with the RKe- 
publican members of a special committee of the House of Representa- 
tives which had been appointed upon his suggestion to procure the ar- 
rest of his associate in the Cabinet, Hon. Isaac Toucey, the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

This witness asserts further that while occupying the aforesaid con- 
fidential position in President Buchanan’s Cabinet Mr. Stanton con- 
ferred and consulted with ‘‘a committee of vigilance,’’ composed of the 
more active Republican members of Congress, and the statements of 
Mr. Wilson, when taken together with those of Mr. Seward and Mr. 
Howard and Mr. Sumner, clearly show that this was done ‘‘ almost 
daily,’’ for the purpose of keeping them (the ‘‘ committee of vigilance ’’) 
informed of the utterances and actions of the President and his consti- 
tutional advisers; and the witness says that— 


He [Mr. Stanton] put himself in communication with the Republicans in Con- 
gressand kept them well informed of what was going on in the counetls of the 
administration. 

This witness further alleges that Mr. Stanton held a midnight con- 
ference with Senator Sumner to disclose to that prominent Republican 
leader some special and particular information which I think the evi- 
dence clearly shows had come to his (Stanton’s) knowledge by and 
through his aforesaid position of unlimited trust and contidence, and 
that Mr. Stanton himself appointed the midnight rendezvous because 
‘*he [Stanton] did not dare to hold conversation with him [Sumner] 
there’’ (in Stanton’s office). 

Mr. Wilson says: 

He [Stanton] led Mr. Sumner from his office and told him he did not dare to 
hold conversation with him there,and made an appointment to call upon him 
at 1 o’clock in the morning. At that hour he made the promised call and ex- 
plained to him the perilous condition of the country, and suggested plans of ac- 
tion for the loyal men in Congress. 

Of course such intense patriotism,sleepless vigilance,and tireless activity 
brought him in conflict with disloyal men both in the Cabinet and in Congress. 


Mr. Sumner’s evidence fixes this interview as occurring in January, 
and at a period when the Cabinet was composed of men who remained 
in it until March 4, and these are the men who are alluded to as dis- 
loyal. . 

This witness further alleges that ‘‘nearly thirty years’’ before the 
date on which his testimony is given (February, 1870) Mr. Stanton ap- 
proached Mr. Chase on the streets of Columbus, Ohio, and declared 
that he was in ‘‘entire agreement with the anti-slavery sentiments just 
put forth by the latter’’ (Mr. Chase), ‘‘and hoped he [Stanton] should 
soon beable to take his place by his [Chase’s] side,’’ but that he never 
did so, and continued to act with the Democratic party. 

This witness also alleges, finally, that after the accession of Mr. 
Johnson to the Presidency Mr. Stanton retained his confidential posi- 
tion as a member of the Cabinet; and the language of the witness clearly 
indicates that the action of Mr. Stanton was governed by the intention 
toprevent the President being successful in the prosecution of his policy, 
and to that end ‘‘did all he could to secure,-in the elections, the suc- 
cess’? of those opposed to the President and his policy. 
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The witness also says upon this*point: 

To break with the President before he had fully revealed his purposes would, 
he thought, place the Republicans in a false position before the people and in- 
ure solely to the advantage of Mr. Johnson. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Do you in every instance give the 
source from which you take the extract? 

Mr. WHEELER. I specify the sources. 

Mi. BUCHANAN. Do they show that those acts were committed 
near the close of President Buchanan’s term? 

Mr. WHEELER. Theyshow that they were committed in January 
and February preceding the close of President Buchanan’s term. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Extracts touching what points? 

Mr. WHEELER. Touching these points that I have just been dis- 
cussing. 

Mr. GALLINGER. 
you have referred to? 

Mr. WHEELER. Extracts from their speeches, or rather from their 
articles published in different magazines. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Does your statement have reference to 
the Committee on the Conduct of the War? 

Mr. WHEELER. No, sir; that committee was not formed at that 
time. 

Mr. GROUT. Those transections took place, I believe, at a time 
when troops were being raised and organized throughout the South? 

Mr. WHEELER. I presume so, to a limited extent. We all know 
the history of the country in 1860-’61. 

I was not in the South at the time. Iwas in the far West, hoping, 
and, I will say, hoping with confidence, that Mr. Buchanan’s efforts 
to preserve the Union and to preserve peace would be successful. I 
was one of those who never believed that this Unien could be disrupted 
and that Americans could be arrayed against each other, and no one 
regretted more than myself when the inevitable burst upon us. 

But, it may be objected, the evidence of a single witness, however 
credible and unimpeachable, will not suffice, unsupported, to convict 
any man of the offenses recited by Mr. Wilson. Unfortunately for the 
defenders of Mr. Stanton the case against him does not rest upon Mr. 
Wilson’s unsupported testimony. 

AN ALLY OF MR. SEWARD. 


There are a number of witnesses by whom every material allegation 
of Mr. Wilson is corroborated, some of whom I shall now introduce, 
the first one being Hon. William H. Seward. 

In the Atlantic Monthly for October, 1870, there is quoted a letter of 
Secretary Seward’s, the date given being June 6, from which I read: 

If my memory serves me, I did not personally know Edwin M. Stanton until 
after he was appointed Attorney-General in place of Hon. Jeremiah 8. Black, 
who became Secretary of State on the resignation of General Cass. 

Mr. Peter H. Watson, who during Mr. Lincoln's administration became avery 
devoted and efficient assistant Secretary of War, was an intimate personal 
friend of Mr. Stanton, as wellas ofmyself. Immediately after Mr. Stanton took 
office he ae himself into indirect communication with me at my house, employ- 
ing Mr. Watson for that purpose. Every day thereafter, until the i 
had , Leonferred either in the morning or in the evening, or both, with 
Mr. ton through the sameagency. * * * Mr. Watson often brought with 


him suggestions in writing from Mr. Stanton and returned to Mr. Stanton with 
inine, 


One day, as I was riding through F street from the Capitol, I met Mr. Stan- 
ton on foot. We recognized er,and a hurried explanation 

our relations, as they were being conducted 
took place, e se qu 


on his, of avoiding public observation. This was the only occasion, as I re- 
member, on which 


met Mr. Stanton until after the expiration of Mr. Buchan- 
an’s Presidential term. 

Bear in mind that Mr. Seward was the very embodiment, the incar- 
nation, of the most active and rancorous hostility to President Buch- 
anan’s administration; that, as he himself says in thisletter: ‘‘* * * 
It early became understood that I was to be appointed Secretary of 
State by Mr. Lincoln. In this manner it happened that I came to be 
regarded somewhat extensively as a person representing the incoming 
administration and the Republican party.’?’ And yet Mr. Stanton, 
while holding office under a Democratic administration, professing, 
necessarily, to be in thorough accord with his Democratic associates 
upon all questions of party policy, and implicitly trusted by them, 
could consent to accept and retain a strictly confidential position in 
Buchanan’s Cabinet, and ‘‘immediately upon taking office,’’ as Mr. 
Seward says, put himself into communication with the bitterest and 
most virulent enemy of the Democratic party whom he could reach. 
It is positively stated by Mr. Wilson and clearly indicated by Mr. 
Seward that this was done for the purpose of disclosing to him and 
other Republicans what transpired in Cabinet counci In other 
words, Mr. Stanton deliberately revealed the deliberations of his party 
associates to their most active opponent. What could have been the 
motive of these revelations ? 

Could it have been any other than to injure, to “‘drag down,’’ and 
possibly to ruin, these whose trust he should have held sacred ? 

And who were the gentlemen whom Mr. Stanton thus “ sought to 
conspire todragdown?’’ In answering this question we must remem- 
ber that Mr. Seward testifies that this secret and indirect communica- 
tion, which I presume all will admit was a violation of a 
was persisted in during every day of the two months (January 
February, 1861) Mr. Stanton was in Buchanan’s Cabinet. Mr. Sew- 


Extracts from the speeches of the gentlemen 


concerning 
the agency of Mr. Watson 
y, from the motive on my part, and I 








ard says it began immediately after Mr. Stanton took office and con- 
tinued until Mr. Lincoln was inaugurated. - 
I say this occurred in January and February, 1861. )l the proof 
shows this to be so, but as conclusive on this point Mr. Wilson asserts 
that Mr. Stanton was engaged in an important trial in Pittsburgh 
until the last days of December, 1860. F 


WHO WERE TO BE DRAGGED DOWN? 

I repeat the question, Who were the proposed victims it was sought 
to thus ‘‘drag down” andruin? They were James Buchanan, Jere- 
miah 8. Black, John A. Dix, Joseph Holt, Isaac Toucey, and Horatio 
King. These gentlemen were devoted and true to the country, de- 
voted and true to the Union, and were earnest and untiring in their 
efforts to preserve the Union in its integrity, in peace, unity, and con- 
cord. Noone can point toan act by any of these gentlemen that showed 


aught but devotion to the Union—not even Edwin M. Stanton himself 


The witness now on the stand, Hon. William H. Seward, testifies 
that upon one occasion at least, even while he was seeking to ‘drag 
them down,’’ Mr. Stanton expressed ‘‘entire confidence in the loyalty 
of the President and of the heads of the Departments who remained in 
association with him until the close of that administration.’’ 

Mr. Seward’s evidence needs no corroboration; but nevertheless I wil! 
introduce another witness, the Hon. Gideon Welles, Mr. Lincoln’s 


Secretary of the Navy. I read from his work, ‘‘ Lincoln and Seward,”’ 


page 201, where, referring to this very matter, he says: 

It is well known that Mr. Stanton, at that time a member of Mr. Buchanan's 
Cabinet, * * * secretly confided to Mr.Seward the consultations and pur- 
poses of that administration. 

This incontrovertible evidence of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Seward, and Mr. 
Welles certainly exhibits Mr. Stanton asa most astounding and remark- 
able character. Is it not in keeping with General Sherman’s inference 
‘that Mr. Stanton was notoriously vindictive in his prejudices,’’ as wel! 


as with the declaration of General Grant that ‘‘he (Stanton) cared noth- 


ing for the feelings of others? In fact it seemed pleasanter to him to 
disappoint than to gratify.”’ 

Does not the evidence I have already submitted justify any one in 
the assertion that Mr. Stanton ‘“‘sought to conspire to drag down,’”’ &c.? 

I feel confident it does, and that I might safely rest my case here; 
but I have still further evidence, and the next witness I shall call is 
Mr. William A. Howard, of Michigan. This witness was chairman of 
the special committee of the House of Representatives, referred to by 
Mr. Wilson in his evidence as having been appointed at the suggestion 
of Mr, Stanton to procure the arrest of Secretary Toucey. The wit- 
ness therefore enjoyed special and peculiar advantages of knowing all 
about the organization, methods, and purposes of that committee. 


EFFORT. TO ARREST MR. TOUCEY. 
In the Atlantic Monthly for October, 1870, I find a lengthy quota- 
tion from a letter of Mr. Howard to ex-Attorney-General Hoar, under 
date of February 7, 1870, from which I read: 


If you will refer to the resolutions of the House early in January, 1861, under 
which the special committee of which I was chairman was appointed, you wil! 
see that the committee was clothed with very ample powers. That committec 
was raised at the request of loyal members of inet. The resolutions 
came from them, and were placed in my hands with a request that I would offer 
them, and thus become, if they should pass, chairman of the committee. At 
first I refused to assume so fearful a responsibility. 

a . * ~ ” > . 

I do not know that Mr. Stanton wrote the resolutions creating the committee. 
I did not see him write them. I never heard him say he wrote them. It would 
be easier, however, to persuade me that Mr. Jefferson did not write the Declara- 
tion of than that Mr. Stanton did not write those resolutions. 

* * *® Ido not think I saw Mr. Stanton at any time between the Ist of Jan- 
uary and the 4th of March, 1861, but I think I heard from him more times than 
there were days in those two mon 7 

a as * . * = . 

We were more than once told it would probably be necessary to e-rest a cer- 
tain member of the Cabinet for treason. Once we were told it wo. ‘ probably 
have to be within an hour, but to wait until we could hearasecondtime. Word 
came to hold on. messages certainly came from some member of tlic 
Cabinet. * * * For reasons personal interviews with Cabinet min- 
isters were avoided d the labors of the committee ; but I do know I many 
times sent inquiries, and always received answers with great promptness, con- 
veying information of great importance. But these commu tions were in- 
direct and anonymous. 

Toa the full significance of this evidence it is necessary to 
recall the history of the resolutions referred to by the witness. On the 
8th of January, 1861, President Buchanan sent a special message to 

relative to the condition of the country, and urging it to de- 
vote itself exclusively to devising the means whereby the Union might 
be preserved in peace. This message was discussed and the important 
question it dealt with considered in all its bearings by the Cabinet, re- 
ceiving the cordial approbation of every one of the President’s advisers. 

Among these advisers was Mr. Stanton. Observe, the message was 
sent January 8; the resolutions appointing the committee were intro- 
duced by Hr. Howard, the witness, on January 9, and he testifies pos- 
itively that they (the resolutions) were sent to him from the Cabinet, 
and that— 


It would be easier to persuade him that Mr. Jefferson did not write the Dec- 
laration of Independence than that Mr. Stanton did not write those resolutions. 
The resolutions followed the message so closely we are forced to con- 
clude that Mr. Stanton hurried from the confidential conference of the 
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president with his trusted counselors to the privacy of his own office, 
and with all convenient speed devoted his unrivaled ingenuity and dis- 
tinguished ability in draughting a series of resolutions investing the po- 
litical enemies of the President and his Cabinet with formidable powers 
which he knew would be unsparingly exercised. Nor was this all. 
With a skilland cunning almost superhuman the very solicitude of the 
administration for the preservation of the Union was made to furnish 
the means of attacking it for treasonable designs and to supply the pre- 
text for the arrest of one of its members. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I say it was to his credit on account 
of the iar state of affairs in the country at the time. He wasa 
patriot, and it was his duty to ferret out the conspiracy against his 

untry. 
our. y WHEELER. Mr. Buchanan was a patriot; Mr. Horatio King 
was a patriot; Jeremiah S. Black was a patriot; General John A. Dix 
was a patriot; Isaac Toucey was a patriot; and has one man so much 
patriotism that he must cause the arrest of another patriot ? 

A MemBer. It ds upon what the other “‘ patriot’’ was doing. 

Mr. WHEELER. t other patriot was doing all he could to pre- 
serve the unity of his country. There were no men at that time in the 
Cabinet of Mr. Buchanan except men who, as Mr. Stanton said in his 
letter to Mr. Buchanan and also in his letter to Mr. Sumner, had his 
fullest confidence as loyal and devoted to the country. 

Mr. BRADY. Is it not a fact that Mr. Thompson was in the Cabi- 
net at that time? 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Thompson had left the Cabinet. Every one 
of the Southern men had left the Cabinet. Judge Holt was the only 
member of the Cabinet, except those I have named. All this I will 
show as I go on. 

Mr. BRADY. I was under the impression that Mr. Thompson was 
in the Cabinet at that time. 

Mr. WHEELER. No; he was not. Mr. Cobb and Mr. Floyd re- 
signed in December, 1860. Mr. Thompson resigned early in January, 
his resignation being accepted on January 8, and it was after this date 
that Mr. Howard introduced the resolutions in Congress, which his evi- 
dence shows were written by Mr. Stanton, and the evident purpose of 
which was the arrest of Mr. Toucey. 


MATCHLESS DEXTERITY. 


smmaine _ noes ey in vain for an instance of superior 
xterity in outwitting and ensnaring political o ents. Compared 
with theartificer of this matchless device Fouché. Talleyrand, Mazarin, 
Richelieu, and Machiavel were tyros and bunglers. Those they over- 
threw fell victims to their own weaknesses, follies or vices, but the 
excellence of this contrivance was that the virtue of the proposed vic- 
tims was to be punished as vice—they were to suffer as traitors because 
they had given unmistakable evidence of unfaltering patriotism. 

The copious vocabulary of panegyric of the gentleman from Iowa [ Mr. 
HEPBURN] or of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock] might 
exhaust itself upon the phenomenal mental powers of invention, com- 
bination, suggestion, arrangement, and direction displayed in this mas- 
terpiece of craft without doing justice to their superlative merits, but 
the merely moral aspects of the entire transaction may safely be lett 
to the verdict of any one possessing intelligence and conscience enough 
to know right from wrong—to distinguish good from evil. 

To corroborate the evidence of Mr. Wilson as to the design and pur- 
pose of Mr. Stanton to procure the arrest of Secretary Toucey, I desire 
now tocall Hon. Henry L. Dawes, Senator from Massachusetts, and 
associated with Mr. Howard on the special committee to which reference 
has been made by former witnesses. 

In tae periodical from which, I last quoted I find it asserted: 

In an immediately after the death of Mr. Stanton * * * he 


written 
(Mr. Dawes] stated that some of the most important and secret plans of the 


couspirators known and were thwarted by means of communicati 
from Mr. Stanton to the committee. . wg 


A PERPLEXING INQUIRY. 


I trust I will be for arresting the witness at this point for 
4 moment while I call attention to the extraordinary import of a por- 
tion of his evidence. He says ‘‘important and secret plans of the con- 
spirators”” were made known by Mr. Stanton. Who were these ‘‘con- 
spirators”’ with whom Mr. Stanton was so intimate and by whom he 
was so fully trusted as to enable him to learn their ‘‘ most important 
and secret 2?” The world knows that Mr. Stanton held confi- 
dential secret relations with President Buchanan’s Cabinet, of 
which he was a member, and simultaneously held similar relations with 


ment of the committee to which the witness says this information was 
given the Cabinet had been reconstituted, and-at the time fixed by the 
withess was composed of the same members of whom Mr. Seward testifies 
that Mr. Stanton assured him he (Stanton) had entire confidence in their 
loyalty. ‘These “ »” eould not have been found in the other 
body of gentlemen by whom Mr. Stanton was so implicitly trusted, 


during all this period. 


decisively say to the rest, ‘* We prefer to be henceforth separated from you,” 
shall insist that they be permitted to go in peace. 








for it is at once their justification and their glory that they were ‘‘con- 
spiring’’ to bafile conspiracy. 

Can it be possible, then, that Mr. Stanton maintained secret and con- 
fidential relations with a third body of men, whose secrets he sys- 
tematically disclosed? If so, could this third body have consisted of 
secessionists, pure and simple, and their sympathizers? It seems well- 
nigh incredible, and yet that conclusion seems to be unavoidable. 

But irresistible as this conclusion appears to be, I reject it utterly. 
I had rather be thought illogical than so simply credulous as to per- 
mit even the most potent reasons to convince my judgment of so arrant 
an absurdity as that Mr. Stanton ever established or ever held—for 
even the briefest period—confidential relations with the secessionists. 
I almost dare be sworn that he never was so associated. It is not 
merely an absurdity—it is an impossibility. So firm is my faith on 
this point that fire could not burn it out of me. 

SOUTHERN MEN CONCEALED NOTHING. 


A moment’s reflection will enable any one to recall the fact that noth- 
ing could have been more open than the action of the Southern people 
In Congress and in the public press their pur- 
poses and plans were boldly and unreservedly announced. Senators 


and Representatives, Army and Navy officers, resigned and made their 
adieus to their old friends and associates. 


The course they pursued 
was sanctioned by the best authority and the highest officials. 

Mr. Greeley’s historical expression, ‘‘ Erring sisters, go in peace.’ 

General Scott’s repeated utterance: ‘‘Wayward sisters, depart in 
peace ;’’ and Mr. Chase’s opinion, ‘‘ The South is nc * worth fighting for, 
let italone,’’ were pablished and republished in eve. y paper in the land. 
From the day Mr. Lincoln’s. election was announced, Mr. Greeley, in 
the New York Tribune, asserted that the South had a perfect right to 


secede, I read from his paper of November 9, 1860: 


If the cotton States shall become satisfied that they can do better out of the 


Union than in it, we insist on letting them go in peace. 


In the issue of November 16 I find: 


If the fifteen slave States, or even the eight cotton States alone, shall quietly, 
we 


On November 19 the Tribune said: 


Whenever the slave States, or the cotton States only, shall unitedly and coolly 


say to the rest, ‘‘ We want to get out of the Union,” we shall urge that their re- 
quest be acceded to. 


The same idea was repeated on November 30: 
But if the cotton States generally unite with her [South Carolina] in seceding, 


we insist that they can not be prevented, and that the attempt miust not be 
made. 


At a later date, and while the South Carolina convention was in ses- 


sion, Mr. Greeley said: 


If it (the Declaration of Independence) justified the secession from the British 
Empire of three million of colonists in 1776, we do not see why it would not 


justify the secession of five million of Southrons from the Federal Union in 1861, 


Even after the formation of the confederate government Mr. Greeley 
declared: 


We have repeatedly said, and we once more insist, that the great principle 


embodied by Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence that governments 


derive their just powers from the consent of the governed is sound and just, and 
that if the slave States, the cotton States, or the Gulf States only, choose to form 
an independent nation, they have a clear and moral right to do so. 

All this shows that there was no necessity for any secrecy on the part 
of Southern men, and the history of the time shows that there was noth- 
ing of that character. I will, therefore, say that no power on earth, 
no argument, no proof, can satisfy me that Mr. Stanton ever maintained 
confidential relations except with the two bodies I have named. His 
most intimate and most trusted confederates, Mr. Seward, Mr. Wilson, 
Mr. Sumner, Mr. DAWEs, and Mr. Howard have taken the world into 
their confidence, and they have told all abont the important revelations 
made by Mr. Stanton, but the most rigid scrutiny of their utterances 
will fail to discover any revelations whatever touching the purposes 
or the designs of the secessionists. 

If they trusted him, where are the revelations? Until some one is 
able to produce revelations affecting the secessionists I refuse to believe 
that he was ever in intimate and confidential relations with them. 

This impossible hypothesis disposed of, I again ask who were these 
“‘conspirators?’? Mr. DAweEscouldenlighten the world on this point. 

“4 CABINET OFFICER DENOUNCED.” 

Apologizing for the interruption, I will now allow the witness, Mr. 
DAWES, to resume his testimony. He says: 

Once a member of that committee read by the light of the street lamps these 
words: “ Secretary is a traitor, depend uponit. * * * Arrest him in- 
stantly, or all will be lost.””. The paper went back to its hiding-place, but the Sec- 

, though he walked the streets unmolested, was watched from that hour. 

Who can question the truthfulness of this testimony? Who can 
doubt the fact that Mr. Stanton, in the extraordinary emergencies of 
that dark winter, did put himself in communication with Republican 
members of Congress? 

Now, who was this ‘‘Secretary,’’ this ‘‘member of the Cabinet,’’ 
who, according to the evidence of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Howard, and Mr. 
DAWES, Mr. Stanton sought to have arrested? Ifthe testimony of these 
witnesses is to be accepted it was Hon. Isaac Toucey, the Secretary of 
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arrested. It could not have been Judge Black, nor General Dix, nor 
Judge Holt, nor Mr. King, and certainly Mr. Stanten did not enter 
inte a clandestinearrangement with ‘‘the committee’ to effect the ar- 
rest of the Attorney-General. There wasno possibility of its being any 
other than Mr. Toucey. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I would like to ask the gentleman from Alabama 
whether these gentlemen whom he has just named were those he had 
in his mind when he spoke the other day of Mr. Stanton as an ‘‘ arch 
conspirator.’’ 

Mr. WHEELER. Yes; I had themall inmy mind—those and many 
others; there was an immense number in my mi 

Mr. HEPBURN. ‘Then it was not McClellan and it was not—— 

Mr. WHEELER. Yes, it was McClellan; it was Fitz-John Porter; 
it was General Stone. I could spend the night in giving a list of them, 
but I must hasten on in my justification, as my time is limited. 

Now what were the grounds upon which Mr. Stanton denounced his 
personal friend and political associate in th: Cabinet? Willit becredited 
that this committee, prepared to believe ihe worst by the prejudicial 
representations of their secret ally in the Cabinet, and clothed by Con- 
gress with ‘‘very ample powers,’’ instituted a searching 
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And even without their positive testimony to the fact, all 
the circumstances point irresistibly to Mr. Toucey as the person to be | ceed 


into | evidence of Mr. Sumner is important, because it shows that while | 





JUNE 4, 


Mr. WHEELER. He said he was always loyal. But I mos . 
The next witness I shall introduce is Hon. Charles Sumner 
call to corroborate Mr. Henry Wilson’s evidence as to M 
midnight interviews with the political enemies of Mr. Buc 
inet, Mr. Stanton being a member of that Cabinet 
A MIDNIGHT CONFERENCE. 
In the Atlantic Monthly for October, 1870, I find a letter fro) yy. 
Sumner, from which I read: 
* * * Inthe monthof January,1861, * * * Icalledon him (1, ¢ 
at the Attorney-General's office * * * for information and eounse) © «. 
He wasin theinnerroom, where he receivedme kindly. * * * Looking») 
and seeing somebody in the room, he w that we must be ape 
then passed into the ante-room, where was also somebody, and then j.14 0. 


, Whom I 
rT. Stanton’s 
hanan’s Cab. 
at the time 


ito the 
next room,and then into the next, when, somebody in each room } 
«pened the door into the corridor, where he began an earnest 091, ersation ~ 
ing that he mustseemealone, * * * and he coneladed by proposing t4 ..) 
on a8 ay eet o'clock that night, when he would tell me of the fear 
ful condition of ashesawthem. I saidin reply that I would expect }; 
at the time named by him.  Whgiaes 

He came at 1 o’clock that night and was alone with me for an |iour 


nner an 
But this 


There is no evidence given that Mr. Stanton told Mr. s : 
details other than were daily reported in the public press. 


Mr. Toucey’s administration of the Navy Department, and that the | was secretly associating with other prominent Republicans, and on 
report of that investigation, submitted by this witness, Hon. Hewry L. | secretly preparing the resolutions by which it was designed to accoy). 
DAWES, summed up all the offenses which could be 


against 
Mr. Toucey in a resolution which declares that he has ‘‘committed a 
grave error.’’? ‘This was the conclusion of the Secretary’s political ene- 
mies; but the minority report declares that the investigation has de- 
veloped ‘‘nothing to detract from the high reputation always borne 
by the present for w 


Secretary cae tape poem 
But the utter groundlessness of these aspersions upon Secretary Tou- 


cey’s patriotism is attested by a witness whom my opponents in this con- 
troversy dare not challenge, and this witness I uce in the 


of Edwin M. Stanton, the “loyal”? member of the Cabinet w 


nounced Mr. Toucey to the witnesses Howard and DAWEs. 
MR. STANTON AS A WITNESS. 


In the Life of Buchanan, by George Ticknor Curtis, volume 2, page 
529, I find a letter dated 10, 1861, from Mr. Stanton to his former 
chief. In this letter Mr. Stanton comments upon the “errors in respect 
to material facts’? which had attracted his attention in ‘‘some remark- 
able comments’’ of General Scott Mr. Holt’s report in relation 
to Major Anderson and Fort Sumter. From these comments I read: 
These errors relate, first, to the sending of the Star of the West. This is at- 
tributed to Mr. Toucey’s being un’ to furnish the Brooklyn for that expe- 
dition. My und Mr. eS eae 


ersta: was that 
=e that General Scott and Mr. Holt preferred the other mode, and o 
Mr. Toucey. 


de- 


Elsewhere in the same letter, referring to the ‘‘comments of General 
Scott,’”’? Mr. Stanton says: 

The second point was that on subsequent consultations General Scott 
the sending of a military and naval force to relieve Anderson, but 
any force to Sumter,*but only to be ready to do so if necessary. 

The full significance of this evidence can not be appreciated unless 
we bear in mind the dates of several occurrences. The special message 
to Congress which afforded Mr. Stanton the opportunity to write the 
resolutions uader which the Howard and Dawes special committee was 
organized was sent on January 8; the resolutions were introduced on 
January 9; and it must have been subsequent to that date that, as Mr. 
Dawes testifies, ‘‘a member of that committee [the Howard special 
conimittee] read by the light of the street >? a denunciation of a 
mem ber of the Cabinet, which all the evidence, I think, certainly shows 
came from Mr. Stanton. 

But the Star of the West sailed from New York on.January 5. 

A comparison of these dates develops the astounding fact that Mr. 
Stanton denounced Mr. Toucey as ‘‘a traitor’’ after he had been a wit- 
ness of his loyal anxiety to send the to relieve Fort Sumter. 

We have the evidence of his own letter to Mr. Buchanan that he 
must have known this prior to the sailing of the Star of the West on 
January 5, and we have the of Mr. Seward that he (Stanton) 
vouched for the steadfast loyalty and devotion to the Union of Mr. 
Toucey and all his associates in the Cabinet. Yetit is in evidence that 
at the very time he gave this voucher he was in a clandestine 
arrangement to procure the arrest and ruin of Mr. for treason. 

I ask, does not this show that Mr. Stanton “‘sought to conspire to 
drag down officers,”’ &e. ? 

Mr. GROUT. — Is that statement from Mr. Stanton that Mr. Toucey 
w 


as loyal? 

Mr. WHEELER. Yes. 

Mr. GROUT. Was not that remote? 

Mr. WHEELER. No; it was March 10, 1861. 

weitere He sought to arrest him and yet Mr. Stanton said he 
was | ? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. He might have been loyalone day 
and a traitor the next. : 


plish the ruin of Mr. Toucey, Mr. Stanton sought and obtained a mii. 
night interview with Mr. Sumner, who was no less than Mr. Sewar) 
identified with the bitterest foes of the administration of which \, 
Stanton was a member, and by which he was implicitly trusted. 

Did not all these acts of Mr. Stanton tend to sustain the position 
which I have been challenged to maintain? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Does the gentleman understand that the Presi- 
dent and his Cabinet at that time were engaged in efforts to presery; 
the Union? 

Mr. WHEELER. I do, sir. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Were not these gentlemen with whom you say 
Mr. Stanton conferred in efforts to preserve the Union? 

Mr. WHEELER. That is aquestion which history must determin 

Mr. HEPBURN. Is it not your opinion? 

Mr. WHEELER. Though it is undoubtedly true that the masse. 
the people of both parties anxiously desired the preservation of the 
Union, yet it must be admitted that some of the prominent Republican 
leaders were.vastly tothe pacific measures by which Mr. Buch- 
anan and his advisers to avert its threatened disruption. 

Mr. Buchanan, and I think a majority of the Northern people, ‘el 
that in the alarmed and excited condition of the country the Southem 
States should be assured protection in their constitutional rights under 
the administration of Mr. Lincoln. And the gentleman wil! adm: 
that these Republican leaders declined giving these conciliatory view; 
any consideration. ‘The difference was this: Mr. Buchanan sought to 
save the Union by constitutional measures and by conciliation, whil: 
many Republican leaders openly advocated the attainment of this ent 
by the force of arms. 

Either method would havesucceeded; the latter was finally adopted 
I will show you that Mr. Stanton says himself that Mr. Buchanan was 
doing all he could to preserve the Union; and he applands every act 
of Mr. Buchanan. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Is it not true that the efforts of these other gen- 
tlemen did result in preserving the Union? 

Mr. WHEELER. That is a question we have not time to discus 
to-night. ‘The combined efforts of the people of the North restored the 
Union, but they were aided by a large number of soldiers from the 
South. The number of soldiers in the Federal Army from the South- 
ern Sates was about equal to the entire strength of the confederate 


e TT > . = — 

Mr. HEPBURN. If that is true, why do you say Mr. Stanton was 
conferring with the enemies of the administration ? 

Mr Because the enemies of the Democrati 


fit pny woes Domes farty enemies of the Repub- 


Mr. BURN. Were not all engaged in the same purpose—work- 
ing for the same end? egg 
Mr. WHEELER. Both parties in all times are engaged in doing «. 
they can for the greatness and glory of their country, but they pasue 
different Mr. Buchanan and the Democratic party sought to 
the Union in one way, asI have shown, and Republican leaders 
to pursue another policy. 
Mr. GROUT. Will the gentleman allow me a question ’ 
Mr. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. GROUT. At that time was not the bulk of the Democrat 


=e a oa 
. No, sir. The Democratic party of the North 


the rebellion. After the war was they were a& 
earnest in their efforts to restore the Union by that means as they 4 


ie GROUT, “Vit gentleman allow me one other question’ 


Mr. WHEELER. Yes, 
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Mr. GROUT. Did Mr. Stanton ever testify to the leyalty of Secre- 
tary Toucey ? . 

Mr. WHEELER. Yes, sir; I will show you that he did. 

Mr. GROUT. Was that before or after he dispersed the war vessels 
| of the United States into distant seas upon one manner of empty errand | 
” and another ? 

Mr. WHEELER. Iam coming toallthat. I will show you that 
Mr. Stanton certifies that Secretary Toucey did not do that. 
r Mr. GALLINGER. Will the gentleman allow me a question ? 
Mr. WHEELER. With pleasure. 
Mr.GALLINGER. You testify to Mr. Buchanan's fidelity to the 





“a Union ? iS ‘ ia 

nd Mr.WHEELER. Yes, sir. Will any man in the United States ques- 
he tion it? 

- Mr. GALLINGER. Is it not a fact that a committee of Congress, of 
a! which Mr. of my own State, was a member, waited upon Mr. 
a Buchanan d the incipiency of the rebellion, requesting him to take 


immediate action to suppress the rebellion, and that Mr. Buchanan re- 


‘ plied he knew of no power under the Constitution that would warrant 
- him in undertaking to coerce a sovereign State? Is not that a matter | 
~ “Mr WHEE 
he Mr. LER. I will say in reply that the history of that time | 
van shows that some of Mr. Buchanan’s advisers contended for that posi- | 
m- tion; but I will show that Mr. Stanton says that those advisers while 
id- so advising were opposed by Mr. Buchanan, and that Mr. Buchanan | 
ind insisted on taking action and did take action. I will come to all that | 
fr. in a short time. 
Mr. Tappan was a member of the committee of thirty-three. Some } 
on fifty resolutions were proposed by members of that committee of a 
conciliatory character. Mr. Tappan and Mr. Washburn were the only 
es members as I recall it who offered resolutions which opposed guaran- | 


are tees, compromises, or concessions. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Is it nota matter of history that Mr. 
made that reply to that Congressional committee ? 
tleman know the fact as a matter of history? 


suchanan 
Does not the gen- 


Sat to their new friends or the public what had transpired in the old cabinet, with- 
a Mr. WHEELER. It isa matter of history that at that time many | °" the consent of its head, they would be held justly infamous 
ine. of the leading people of the country the use of coercive meas- The datesof these letters—the first one being dated February 10, 1862, 
ures as a very questionable policy, and they all contended that every | and the second May 17 of the same year—show that Mr. Buchanan 
s of effortof conciliation should be first exhausted; and Mr. Stanton’s letters | could not have known positively that any member or members of his 
the to Mr. Buchanan show that he concurred in those views, and that such own political family had been guilty of the violation of Cabinet contfi- 
ican a policy controlled the first forty days of Mr. Lincoln's administration. | dences which he so vigorously “conde smns, for the truth regarding the 
ach- will read some extracts from Mr. Buchanan’s message to Congress | relations of his Attorney-General, Mr. Stanton, with the Republican 
of December 3, 1860: leaders was not made public until a long time afterward. We learn 
‘felt * * * That the election of any one of our fellow-citizens to the office of | that about this time (January 16, 1962), in referring to Mr. Stanton, 
horn President does not, of itself, afford just cause for dissolving the Union; and | Mr. Buchanan wrote: 
nder In order to justify a resort to revolutionary resistance, the Federal Govern- | | He [Stanton] was always on my side, and flattered me ad nauseam. 
dmit ment must be guilty of a deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of powers | 
jews not granted by the Constitution. | And Mr. Buchanan was not singular in this opinion of Cabinet con- 
> 
ve He denied that ‘‘secession’’ could be justified as a constitutional cape ini -ateeieeeneais meme iti aiaiiis 
while remedy, and asserted that— oa a! Pa piss 
3 end Such a le is wholly inconsistent with the history as well as the charac-| [ have a letter, dated March 10, 1861, written to Mr. Buchanan by 
ter of the 1 Constitution. one of his Cabinet officers, who it seems desired to place on record his 
P ; . 
ted. It is true he said that the duty of the Executive was to execute laws, | Utter detestation, loathing, and abhorrence of such impropriety (I will 
| Was not to enact them; but he appealed to Congress for the necessary legis- | NOt use the word treachery). This letter would indicate that the writer 
y act lation, and said: appreciated that what transpired in a Cabinet meeting was sacred and 
can contribute much to avert it by proposing and recommending to that no one member could or should refer to it outside of that meeting 
' gen- the I ures of the several States the remedy for existing evils which the | for fear he might unwittingly say something that would reflect upon 
has itself = a a. This has been tried at | or do his brother Cabinet officers injustice, and the writer seems to take 
SCUSS setical poe SeR aeons elweye wih eminent spec. the high ground that even though it might be for the good of an im- 
d the In his message to Congress of January 8, 1861, Mr. Buchanan said: | periled country for him to give information to President Lincoln, yet 
a the ne et year present session I calicd your attention to the dangers | for the reason I have mentioned he would feel it his duty to refuse to 
outh- noe eee = wee We ee ae freely | say anything regarding Mr. Buchanan’s Cabinet councils unless all his 
uses those recommen such meas- Coden “7 —_ _— 
lerate as I believed would have the effect of tranquillizing the country and say ing brother C abinet oflicers wens present . : oe 
it from the peril in which it had been needlessly and most unfortunately in- The delicate and refined sensibilities expressed by the writer indi- 
n Was volved. eee tens inion, to be that, oe : cate that he, for one, wished his late chief to understand that all that 
should be exercised So ony Bate of the eee eat weet oad had transpired in the Cabinet while he was a member was regarded by 
cratic lity by ct uow edn Bed no authority under the Constitution to recognize its him as sacred and inviolable. 
epub- validity by eck — aes ee — oe pind tay Mr. Speaker, who would you suppose this man of such delicate 
ial various tre, disguised that eee eatin Ee. sensibilities could have been? Which one of Mr. Buchanan’s min- 
work- human tribunal under —— ng the power to meet the ex- | isters do you suppose wrote and signed this letter, and thus, as shown 
. wig emergency To them, aearay mare power to declare war or | by Mr. DAWes, Mr. Sumner, Mr. “Seward, and Mr. Howard, admin- 
ng al: Constitution a: pe | iiean pocuben ante = nn a i == istered such an overwhelming rebuke to the man who while he was a 
ursue might lead to war, to secure seme S and on to thisdistracted country. On | Cabinet officer did violate propriety and trust to an infinitely greater 
ght to eae ——— ity of this country to declare in | (°STC® than could have been cows in 2 compliance with the request 
. you to the Pp’ nis country to declare in 9 
eaders their thas a Ree cee aie te ee by all constitutional made by Mr. Seward and Mr. Lincoln ? 
— ee eaees that yo Sulisete peumitvencuctentedly 20 Really, many very high-minded ge ntlemen would fail to see the im- 
question how this can be accom lished in peace. All other questions, w = hesitating compliance with their request. 
coumann ian coe Pp q propriety of a prompt and unhesita ip “= ~— en “7 
The is no time for palais: act estion prompt action, is required. It seems that Mr. Seward, the Secretary of State, and President An- 
yeratic A ‘in Congress to prescribe or to Testenel © distinct and practical | coln sought to obtain information regarding what was called an “‘in- 
for conciliation vow may drive usto a point from which it will be almost | formal truce,’’? which Mr. Stanton said had been indorsed, or favored, 
North or at least concurred in, by General Scott and the Secretary of War, 
ere 88 ae think there cls citations from Mr. Buchanan's message clearly indicate | Judge Holt. 
ey had his attitude upon this question. This information was important to them, as affording them official in- 
CABINET CONFIDENCES INVIOLABLE. formation regarding the existing status of the relations between the 
ion? Ithink I may say there never was 2 man so lost to proper sentiments | confederate and Federal authorities. 


extent of the impropriety of sitting in Cabinet council 





CONGRESSIONAL BROORD--HOURE. 





i throw the Union whe 


| dent, 


While at liberty to contr 
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during the day, advising with his chief and colleagues, and profess- 
ing to aid them in their plans and policy, and then sitting in midnight 
conclave with the chiefs of the oppesing party, and by various agencies 
secretly informing them of the Cabinet confidences and thereby aiding 
them in efforts to thwart the plans which he and his chief and his Cab- 
inet colleagues had perfected during the day. 

Mr. GROUT. Whatdo you mean by “opposing parties,’’ when you 
have said both parties were trying to save the Union, the Republican 


| party and the Democratic party ? 


Mr. WHEELER. Isay Mr. Buchanan was t 

Mr. GROUT. What do you mean? 

Mr. WHEELER. And Mr. Stanton was 
and thus to neutralize his efforts. 

Mr. GROUT. You donot claim the Republicans were trying to over- 
n the Republicans were trying to save the Union? 

Mr. WHEELER. I made nosuch intimation. Ispokeof the Dem- 
ocratic party as one party and the Republican party as the other party. 

The Republicons sought to maintain the Union by force of arms; the 
Democratic theory was to obtain the same result by guarantees and con- 

cessions. 

Mr. Bachanan’s opinion as to the binding force of the obligation rest- 
ing upon those occupying these confidential relations is very forcibly 
expressed in a private letter which appears in the Life of the ex-Presi- 
by George Ticknor Curtis, volume 2, page 581, from which I 


rving to save the Union. 


trying to thwart his plans, 


read: 

Since the origin of the Government there has been no case of violating Cab- 
inet confidence except one, and the great man who was betrayed into it by vio- 
lent prejudice was destroyed. It is moral perjury, and no Cabinet could exist 
if the consultations were not held sacred. 


And upon page 588 of the same work I find another letter in which 
the same subject is referred to. I read: 

In all free countries fidelity to the head of the government on the partof the 
members of his cabinet, whilst belonging to his political family, has ever been 


considered both a point of honor and duty, and has rarely, if ever, been violated 
act new political engagements, if they should betray 


I believe there are few men who have been Cabinet ofiicers who 
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would have hesitated a moment, but I cite this letter to show the 
sacred regard with which some men maintain the sanctity of Cabinet 
councils, and their unwillingness to trust themselves, in the absence 
of their associates, to even refer to anything which transpired in Cab- 
inet meetings. 

I repeat, Mr. Speaker, who do you suppose expressed these delicate 
sentiments? Who do you suppose wrote this letter? 

I will exhibit the record. 

I will send it to the Clerk’s desk. 





I will ask him to read the sig- 


nature. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Read it yourself. 

Mr. WHEELER. Very well; the letter is signed ‘‘ Edwin M. Stan- 
ton.”’ 


Mr. GROUT. Read the letter now. 

Mr. WHEELER. I have read a part of it. 

I have read the first paragraph which refers to the Star of the West, 
and the second paragraph which states that General Scott never urged 
the sending of any force to Sumter. I will now read what follows. 

Third. A third point relates to what General Scott calls an informal truce en- 
tered into by you with certain persons from seceding States, under which the 
re-enforcement of Sumter and Fort Pickens wassuspended. My recollection in 
respect to that transaction is that Mr. Holt and General Scott concurred with you 
in that arrangement, which, when p in Cabinet was opposed (approved ?) 
by Judge Black and myself, 

In his conversation with me Mr. Seward mentioned that Mr. Lincoln and his 
Cabinet, when this subject came up, would desire me to be present, and also 
Mr. Holt. I told him that éf all of the late Cabinet were requested to be present 
1 would have no objection, but I did not think it proper wniess all were present. 
He said that of course the invitation would be extended toall. AsI never heard 
anything more on the subject, I suppcese that they have found it only necessary 
to consult Mr, Holt, who continued acting as Secretary of War. 


I desire to call particular attention to the word ‘‘ opposed,’’ which I 
think is a typographical error, and should be ‘‘ approved.’’ 

I will state my reasons for this opinion: 

First. Judge Black is known to have ‘‘ approved’’ Mr. Buchanan’s 
policy—certainly he did not oppose it. 

Second, In a letter from Mr. Stanton to Mr. Buchanan, dated March 
16, 1861, Mr. Stanton says: 

I do not think there will be any serious effort to assail your administration in 
respect to Fort Sumter. That would imply a coercive cy on their part, and 
hostility to your pacific measures. The tendency of General Scott’s remarks 
was rather to impute blame to Mr. Toucey than to any one else. And as Mr. 
Holt and the general concurred in everything done or written, their concur- 
rence will defend you, 

Third. In Curtis’s Life of Buchanan, (volume 2, page 583) I find 
a letter from Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Stanton, dated February 25, 1862, 
in which, evidently referring to Mr. Stanton’s letterfrom which I have 
quoted, he says: 

Your particular attention must have been drawn to this subject a few days 
after the 4th of March, 1361, because in your letter to me of the l4th of that month, 
you state your recollection to be, that Mr. Holt and General Scott concurred 
with me in that arrangement, which you say, “‘ when proposed im Cabinet was 
approved by Judge Black and myself,” 

It is contended by some that this is a matter in which I have no in- 
terest, and which I can not with propriety discuss. 

I emphatically deny this assertion. 

BUCHANAN’S POLICY COMMENDED. 

At that time (January and February, 1861) we had peace in every 
corner of our land, and I was interested in, and desired the maintenance 
of, that peace as much as any other citizen. And it was my belief, as 
well as the belief of the majority of the best citizens of the United 
States, that adherence to the pacific measures of Mr. Buchanan would 
have preserved peace and secured the integrity and perpetuity of the 
Union. This was the opinion of Mr. Buchanan and of his Cabinet, and 
it seemed to be also the prevailing sentiment with Mr. Lincoln and his 
Cabinet when the new administration first came into power. 

Judging from his letters to Mr. Buchanan, written during the early 
part of Mr. Lincoln’s administration, this appears to have been the 
opinion of Mr. Stanton also. 

Mr. BRUMM. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? I 
made an engagement to leave in the train, and can not stay much 
longer, otherwise I would not interrupt him at this point. The gen- 
tleman in starting out in his remarks referred to my calling attention 
to the Recorp. The question I wish toask is, whether the gentlenian 
from Alabama in correcting the Recorp simply claims he struck out 
the word ‘‘arch,’’ or that he corrected it in other respects beside that 
one instance ? 

Mr. WHEELER. I may have changed the grammar, and likely did 
so, but I did not change the sense. That is the privilege all persons 
in this House take. It is the universal rule. 

Mr. BRUMM. My pointis this. We want to getat the facts in the 
case, and that is the reason why I made the point. It is, whether the 
gentleman did not the sense and essence of his remarks outside 
of striking out the word “‘arch?’’ Did he not do that in this respect: 
In his original remarks he said Stanton said and did conspire, and in 
changing his remarks he said that Stanton sought to 

Now, inasmuch as a conspiracy always involves two or more, the very 
point of the controversy, when say ‘‘Stanton and others,” is not 
that a change of the sentence? if he senght to conspire, that 
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he might have done alone, but if he did conspire, then others w;:) 
whom he was in connection were as guilty as himself. ry 
Mr. WHEELER. Whatever there may be in that technicality , 
change showed the impression I wished to make. a 

Mr. BRUMM. You say you did change it so as to say he souy! 
conspire and not that he did conspire? 

Mr. WHEELER. We always do make changes, as the gentle), 
knows, so as to express our meaning. = 

Mr. BRUMM. The fact is the notes of the reporter show 
change to that extent. y 

Mr. WHEELER. I would like to see them, but there is yo 
material in the correction referred to. 

Mr. BRUMM. I have the original, and will have them read jf neo. 





it to 


OU did 


thing 


essary. 

Mr. WHEELER. I must resume my argument; I must press oy 
I will read now from the same letter of Mr. Stanton to Mr. Buchanan 

I am perfectly satisfied that Major Anderson will be withdrawn. Scott agrees 
with Anderson as to the force required to relieve Sumter, and evidently fayor< 
withdrawal of the troops. The same thing will no doubt be done in respect to 
Fort Pickens. The Montgomery commissioners have not yet applied for an ay- 
dience. Various res are made in respect to whether they will be rece) ved 
I am also convinced by the general tone prevailing here that there is not t), 
least design to attempt any coercive measure. A continuationof your policy t, 
avoid a collision will be the course of the present administration. : 

From another letter of Mr. Stanton to the ex-President, dated Was}- 
ington, March 16, 1861, I read: 

The embarrassments that surrounded you they now feel, and whatever i)4, 
be said against you must recoil as an argument against them. And in giving 
reasons for their action, they must exhibit the facts that controlled you in re- 
spect to Sumter. 

Under date of April 3 the same correspondent writes his former 
chief: 

The first month of the administration seems to have furnished an ample vind 
cation of your policy and to have rendered all occasion of other defense need 
less. 


In a letter dated May 16, 1861, Mr. Stanton gives Mr. Buchanan a 
glimpse of the interior workings of the new Cabinet. I read: 

The negotiations carrried on by Mr. Seward with the confederate comm): 
sioners eee aed Campbell and Judge Nelson will, some day perhaps, tx 
brought to | , if they were as has been mted to me, Mr. Seward and 
the Lincoln administration will not be in a position to make sneering obserya- 
tions respecting any negotiations during your administration. 


DIRECT METHODS THE BEST. 

Thegentlemen justify these acts of Mr. Stanton because they say tli 
were done to aid the cause which they say was God’s cause. 

Let me tell them that God never required any agencies which wer 
not and honorable in accomplishing his pu 

Even imperfect and frail human beings prefer direct and open meth- 
ods, and scorn success attained by unworthy means. Lincoln would 
have abhorred a man who proposed to destroy a friend to achieve a 


a Sherman, Sheridan, Thomas, Rosecrans, McClellan, Buell, or 
Canby might have employed and used a spy to enter their opponents’ 
camps, but they would have loathed his presence and distrusted him. 
No cause in the history of the world was ever benefited by such 
methods. 

In morals and politics, as in law, insincerity or fraud injures, if it 
does not destroy, whatever it touches, and Holy Writ itself instructs us 
that we are not permitted to do evil that good may come. 

It isan insult to the cause supported by Mr. Lincoln and Genera! 
Grant to even suggest that it required such aid as was secured by Mr 
Stanton’s professing confidence and friendship for his associates and 
colleagues with his lips while his heart and head were engaged in efforts 
to accomplish their and ruin. 

That the cause of the Union survived such questionable, unman|y. 
and unchivalric practices is the strongest evidence of the skill, courage. 
and devotion of the officers, soldiers, and statesmen who gave to its 
service only that which was true and noble. ; 

Mr. P. If it will not interrupt the gentleman I would lik: 
to ask why, if that was his judgment, the Southern members s}0u!(! 
have left the Cabinet at that time? 

Mr. WHEELER. Because they thought it right to do so. 

Mr. PERKINS. I know, but why did they leave? 

Mr. WHEELER. Because the country expected and every Sout): 


ern man _— it as his duty to leave. 
Mr. GROUT. Did they feel it mecessary to organize and \1\) 
troops, as was being done? 

Mr. WHEELER. I do not knowabout that; I was not there at the 
time. 

Mr. GROUT. But know it was being done. ae 

Mr. W. yes; I recollect the last thing I saw in tu 
New York Herald was that an attempt was made to enlist troops. and 
that they succeeded, after four weeks, in getting one private, while 
they had for four thousand offices. : 

Mr. G . They were more successful in South Carolina. 

WHY WAS THERE NO CLEMENCY? F 

Mr. WHEELER. The attending the execution 0! 

Mrs. Surratt recurred tomy memory. I recalled the assertion of Pres» 








1886. 





—_————-— 


dent Johnson that the recommendation for mercy and executive clem- 
ency was not presented to him, and that he did not know that the court 
had signed a recommendation for mercy until after the execution. 

I had before me the statute which authorized the appointment of a 
Judge-Advocate-General, pursuant to which Judge Holt was appointed, 
and which contains the words: 

And no sentence of death or imprisonment in the penitentiary shall be carried 
into execution until the same shall have been approved by the President. 

The recommendation by the court for executive clemency was the 
most important paper in the case. This paper was, at least should 
have been, in the custody of the Judge-Advocate and Secretary of War, 
and the law made it the imperative duty of the Secretary to place it 
before the President. 

This duty President Johnson says was not performed, and a woman 
since proven to have been absolutely innocent of the charges brought 
against her was executed. 

I have had no time to investigate, but must trust to memory for 
most of these events. I recall Mr. Merrick’s speech on the John 
Surratt trial. Mr. Merrick repeatedly charged that this recommenda- 
tion to m was never placed before Mr. Johnson. ‘This charge was 
made, and district attorney was challenged to bring a refutation of 
the charge, and during all of this discussion, lasting nearly two weeks, 
the charge was never refated. If this charge had not been true, its 
falsity would certainly have been established during that trial. 

President Johnson was within astone’s throw, and if the charge was 
not true its refatation by his evidence could easily have been secured. 

Mr. Merrick asked: 


Who stood between her and the seat of mercy? 
or £.- the Bureau of Military Justice? 
0 . 

I will refer now to the case of Fitz-John Porter. 

MR. LINCOLN DECEIVED. 

In court-martial proceedings which require the approval of the Ex- 
ecutive the law makes it imperative that the evidence be placed before 
the President, and if an abbreviated summary of the evidence is sub- 
stituted it should be truthful, not garbled or false, and as this state- 
ment is transmitted té the President by the Secretary of War it becomes 
his duty to see that it is such a presentation of the evidence as will 
insure justice to the accused as well as to the Government. 

Governor Newell, of New Jersey, a personal and political friend of 
Mr. Lincoln, referring to Mr. Lincoln’s action in the case of General 
Porter, testified in these words: 

Mr. Lincoln stated that he had not been able to give that personal attention 
to the cause which its merits required ; that he had accepted the opinion of the 
ioe and of the War Department as the basis of his action ; 
that ifany evidence exculpatory of General Porter could be introduced he would 
be togive him an opportunity to have it presented; that he had a high 

General Porter personally and asa soldier, and that he hoped he 
would be ableto vindicate himse!f in that way. 

Here we have the statement of Mr. Lincoln himself that these two 
men acting had caused him to accept their view and opinion 
as the basis of his (Mr. Lincoln’s) action. 

It will be observed that Mr. Lincoln acted upon the opinion of Mr. 
Stanton and Judge Holt. Mr. Stanton wasa Cabinet officer and almost 
constantly had the ear of the President. What verbal opinion he ex- 
pressed to Mr. Lincoln we can not know, but Congress called for and 
obtained the written opinion which was transmitted by the War De- 
partment to Mr. Lincoln. 

This — the War Department and Judge-Advocate-General 
is now the country, and it was this paper, together with such 
verbal opinions as Mr. Stanton expressed to the President, which Mr. 
Lincoln said he accepted as the basis of his action; and I felt that this 
written opinion alone, even without the probably more damaging and 


Has conscience lashed the 
Does memory haunt the Seerctary 


extravagant verbal ion, fully justified my statement that Mr. Stan- 
ton with Judge Holt to drag down an oflicer. 


Mr. PRICE. I wish to make a suggestion to the gentleman from 

Alabama with his eonsent. We all want to read this carefully and the 

y, and we can not listen to this to-night without overworking our- 
ves. Would it not be entirely proper to print the balance? 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I hope the gentleman will be allowed 
to proceed to- t. 

Mr. PRICE. I understand the gentleman is not using the exact lan- 
guage he intends to print, but only extracts from it; and we want to 
read it carefully, so as to know how to reply. 

Mr. JO IN, of Indiana. Let him proceed now. 


will a in the Recorp. 
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Mr. WHEELER. The gentleman may rest assured that all I say 
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necessary to recapitulate them at length. It has been clearly demon- 
strated that General Porter was unjustly condemned, and wishing to re- 
pair, so far as possible, thisgrievous wrong to agallant officer, the Forty- 
eighth Congress passed a billrestoring himtohisrankinthe Army. The 
bill was vetoed by President Arthur upon the ground that its phrase- 
ology was such as to give it the effect of an interference with the pre- 
rogatives of the Executive. 

All the circumstances attending the appointment of Judge Holt to 
the position of Judge-Advocate-General, the first important duty he 
performed in his new office, the manner in which he conducted the trial 
of General Porter, the continuous and habitual disregard of his duty in 
putting leading questions to witnesses, all tend irresistibly to produce the 
impression that the object of the trial was not the punishment of 
an offender, but the disgrace of an officer ‘‘who did not conform to his 
views or sustain the line of policy he had inaugurated.”’ 


THE TRIUMPH OF DECEPTION. 

And the means by which effect was given to the sentence of the court- 
martial still further contirms the presumption of prearranged determi- 
nation to work the ruin of this officer at all hazards. 

It was, as we have seen, the duty of the Judge-Advocate-General to 
submit, with the finding of the court, the evidence, or a full, fair, and 
impartial summary of the evidence, upon which that finding was based. 
The record of the proceedings and this summary were transmitted to 
the President by the Secretary of War. 

This was the first court-martial of real importance held during the 
war. Whether it was organized to protect and maintain the effi- 
ciency of the Army, or whether, as has been charged, its object was 
merely the degradation of the accused, the Secretary of War was too 
deeply interested in the case to permit us to believe that he failed to 
read the evidence from day to day as the trial progressed. The sum- 
mary of the evidence prepared by the Judge-Advocate-General would 
necessarily exert a potent influence on the President’s action in the 
ease, and the Secretary of War was too anxious to be assured that his 
subordinate had discharged his duty efliciently to have possibly allowed 
the summary to pass through his hands unread. 

Now, let us see how this summary of the evidence, prepared by the 
Judge Advocate-General, read by the Secretary of War, and by him 
transmitted to the President, mangled the case of the accused. 

TRUTU AND MISREPRESENTATION. 

Referring to the 4.30 p. m. order (the one important order in the 
case) and the time of its delivery to the accused, the summary of the 
evidence led the President to believe that it had been clearly proved 
the accused could not have had less than two hours of daylight in 
which to make the attack, when in fact the order was not delivered 
until sunset. 

To arrive at this misleading conclusion the compilers of the paper 
appear to have rejected the positive testimony of five officers, namely: 
General Sykes, Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, Captain Monteith, Lieuten- 
ant Weld, and Lieutenant Ingham, ‘‘ who deposed that the order was 
not reccived until about sundown,’’ and accept the opinion of an or- 
derly, who, six months efter the occurrences, testifies as to what he 
“‘thinks,’’ and the evidence of General Pope’s brother, whose cross- 
examination showed that his evidence was based upon mere surmise 
and opinion. 

Mr. GROUT. Is not the time when that order was received fixed 
by the note from Warren to Sykes as having been previous to 5.40 p.m. ? 

Mr. WHEELER. No, sir; there is no such evidence. 

Mr. GROUT. There is positive proof of that fact in the note from 
Warren to Sykes, which speaks of the orders passing between Morrell 
and Pope in front and the movements in response to the 4.30 order. 

Mr. WHEELER. I shall not go into that subject now, but— 

Mr. GROUT. The note from Warren to Sykes, of which I speak, 
appeared in the ‘‘ Rebellion Records,’’ and shows the order from Pope 
was received by Porter long before 4.45 p. m., whereas the sun did not 
set that day till 6.36. 

Mr. WHEELER. I will inform the gentleman that Warren was 
not a witness on Porter’s trial, and that General Sykes’s testimony is 
on page 177 of the court-martial record, and he swears that the order 
arrived ‘‘as near sunset as he could remember,’’ and there is nothing 
in General Morrell’s testimony to contradict this; on the contrary, he 
confirms it. 

Mr. GROUT. Ne; we have had enough of the Porter business 
already. It has all been gone over. 

Mr. WHEELER. I shall not go into that now. 

Again, from the statements of the summary the President could not 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gentleman escape the conclusion that on the 29th of August a furious battle was 
from Wisconsin that the proceeding is by unanimous consent. ‘The | raging within hearing of the accused, and that he stood idly by and list- 


gentleman can by unanimous consent. 

Mr. , OfIowa. After he gets the floor by unanimous 
consent he can then proceed. 

Mr. PRICE. I beg pardon; he can not. 

: a eee ae The eames will i decide that ques- 
advance, an opinion u e subject. 

Mr. WHEELER. The fects in this. case have been so recently and 

#0 presented to the House and are too familiar to all to render it 





ened to the sounds of the conflict for the five or six hours preceding 
half past 5 o’clock in the afternoon, when in fact there was no general 
battle on the 29th of August, but only a series of sharp and obstinate 
engagements by small fractions of the Army, and even these did not 
begin until late in the afternoon. 

To illustrate: This paper, sent from the War Department to the 
President, and upon which he relied, said: 

The accused had, for between five and six hours, been listening to the sounds 
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of the battle raging immediately to his right. Its dust and smoke were before 
his eyes, and the reverberation of its artillery was 1m his cars. 

This statement was laid before President Lincoln by Mr. Stanton and 
Judge Holt when the evidence of Major-General John F. Reynolds, 
which showed its utter falsity, was staring them in the face. I will 
read from General Reynolds’s testimony (court-martial record, page 
170): 

Q. On the 29tlr, before 4 o'clock p. m 
artillery orinfantry? 

A. Principally artillery. 

Q. About what time did the infantry fire commence in force and volume? 

A. Asnear as I can recollect it must have been between 4 and 5 o'clock, prob- 
ably 5 o'clock ; that is, I refer to the part near me. There may have been in- 
fantry firing on the right which I could not hear. 

General Reynolds’s troops were nearer to General Porter than any 
other portion of General Pope’s line of battle, and he was 3 miles 
to General Porter’s right, and he says if there was infantry firing it 
was so far to his right that he could not hear it. Now, if there had 
been firing on the right Porter was 3 miles farther from it than 
Reynolds. 

Generals Schofield, Terry, and Getty, in referring to the 29th of Au- 
gust, say: 

That battle consisted of a number of sharp and gallant combats between small 
portions of the opposing forces. These combats were of short duration and 
were se by long intervals of simple skirmishing and artillery duels. 
Until after 6 o’clock onlyasmall part of the troops on either side were engaged 
at any time during the afternoon. Then, about sunset, one additional division 
on each side was engaged near Groveton. 

And with regard to the events of that day General Grant says: 

Uatil 1881, when I re-examined for myself, my belicf was that on the 29th of 
August, 1861, a great battle was fought. * * .* Now, ona fall investigation 
of facts, I find that the battle was fought on the 30th of August; that your (Por- 
ter’s) corps, commanded directly by you (Porter) in person, lost a greater per- 
centage than any other corps engaged. 

But to completely expese the falsity of this deceptive paper upon this 
point, all of Pope’s orders and his correspondence with his corps com- 
manders were before the court, and none of these letters or orders speak 
of a battle prior to half past 4 0’clock, or of the army as doing anything 
else than either marching or preparing to fight. 

Again: From this summary the President was positively informed 
that the command of the accused numbered thirteen thousand men, 
when in fact he had but about nine thousand, and it also stated that 
only a small force of the enemy was in his front, when in fact he was 
confronted by nearly if not quite three times his own numbers. 

The Stanton and Holt paper says: 

There is some contrariety in the evidence as to the force of the enemy by which 


the accused was opposed. The weight of the testimony is that it was small—de- 
cidedly so in the early part of the afternoon. 
a ” * 





, what was the character of the battle— 


ca * * 

It is believed that at no time on the 29th could the accused have been con- 
fronted by a rebel force exceeding seven thousand—a little more than half the 
feength of his own corps. The strong probability is that the force was not so 
arge. 

The fact is, the evidence showed that Longstreet’s corps and Stu- 
art’s cavalry were directly in Porter’sfront. It a known 
further that these bodies of the enemy were esti at from twenty- 


five thousand to thirty-five thousand men. Col. E. J. Marshall, of 


Porter's corps, who was engaged with the enemy at one point, testifies 
regarding them (page 268 court record): 

It was a very large force,and they were drawn up in line of battle as they 
came down, * * * Their tion was a very strong one, y were cer- 
tainly in force at that time twice as large as our own force—all of Porter's corps. 

These are only specimen bricks of this adroit aud skillful misrepre- 
sentation of material and essential facts in the case. The whole paper 
is not merely misleading, it is instinct with deception throughout, and 
it is notsurprising tnat it imposed upon an honest, unsuspicious trust- 
ful man like Mr. Lincoln. 

So good a lawyer as the Secretary of War, familiar with the evidence 
as he must have been, could not possibly have bestowed the least crit- 
ical examination on such a without d its manifest par- 
tiality, its glaring injustice to the accused, and yet it was solely upon 
the representations of this paper, cou with any verbal the 
Secretary may have advanced, that Mr. Lincoln approved the sentence 
of the court. 

I wish now, Mr. Speaker, to call attention to other authorities, and 
I will read from Montgomery Blair. 

Mr. GROUT. Who is Montgomery Blair? 

Mr. WHEELER. He was Postmaster-General under that adminis- 
tration. This is a letter written by Mr. Blair to General Porter, which 
we find in the Porter case, page 531: 

When the » Departmen’ wanted excuse Pope’ 
and their pay ct e = That a and A nen ee 
in his defense of Mr. Lincoln, tells how Stanton met the . He 
the blame on McClellan. He of Mr. Lincoin his instant dismissa). 
i it. He them all to sign 


tried to 
. Lincoln's consent. Mr. Lincoln though 


y compel 
eClellan only could rally the army,and he went to him and asked him to 
the command. That hous McClellan 


pa froin Hon. Gideon Welles’s work, entitled 
psioote Bond Sewand, < peep 0, Clas ae 
y Mr. : 


I declined to sign the paper, which was in the handwriting of Stanton, not 
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that I did not disapprove of the course of the general, but because (| 
bination was improper and disrespectful to the President, who had selec... 
Cabinet to consult and advise with, not to conspire against him. paOe Bie 
I wish to call special attention to this expression of Secretary os }) 
Navy, Welles, where he speaks of Mr. Stanton as conspiring against \\_ 
Lincoln while a member of his Cabinet, and also gives as his /We}).'. 
reason for not signing the paper that it was “because the , omb na 
tion was improper and disrespectful to the President.”’ r 
If Mr. Stanton’s colleague in Mr. Lincoln’s Cabinet boldly ¢)., 
Mr. Stanton with conspiring against his chief, Mr. Lincoln’ may 
the gentlemen pardon me for my inadvertent expression? as 


A MASTERPIECE OF CRAFT. 


But as bad 4s all this is, worse remains behind. If I am correct ip 
my surmise the primary object of the Secretary of War and his Judo. 
Advocate-General was accomplished when the President had been in. 
posed upon and deceived into approving the sentence of the court. iy: 
after this it became necessary tosatisfy the country that no injustice had 
been done, that the condemned officer had been most leniently dea); 
with. To do this it had to be shown that General Porter did in fac: 
stand aloof from his comrades during the whole continuance of a grea} 
battle in progress in his immediate vicinity. But the evidence befor, 
the court-martial would not show anything of the kind. On the cop. 
trary, it would haveshown that General Porter was a victim, not a en}- 

rit. 

. Here was apparently a most perplexing dilemma for the Secretar; 
and his Judge-Advocate-General. But ifthey were not equal to the exi- 
gency, some sympathizing friend, of great ingenuity and singular fe 
tility of resource, was equal to it for them. 

A copy of Stonewall Jackson’s official report of a battle in whic 
he was long and obstinately engaged with a most determined enem 
was procured and published to the world as the confederate account 6 
the great battle to which General Porter listened unmoved and so un- 
concerned that he made no attempt to participate in it. This settled 
the matter. Itdrove the nail home into the popular belief and clinched 
it. The published report of the confederate general was read every- 
where, its authenticity and accuracy were doubted by none, and Gen- 
eral Porter became the object of almost universal detestation as a traito: 
who had been undeservedly fortunate in escaping the death he so richly 
merited. 

Now, can it be believed that the brunt of the battle which the con- 
federate general reported as having been so stubbornly and bloodily 
contested, and for non-participation in which Porter had been so gen- 
erally execrated, was actually borne by General Porter’s own com- 
mand, under his personal and immediate leadership and direction; that 
by another piece of marvelous dexterity and sublime yet simple au- 
dacity in ing Jackson’s report of the battle of August 30 read as 
the account of a battle fought on August 29, public opinion was made 
to condemn General Porter as a traitor for not taking part in his own 
fight? And this extraordinary result was achieved by merely changing 
the dates in a rebel general’s report. 

I wish it to be distinctly understood that I do not charge Mr. Stan 
ton with being ly the author of this more than questionable 
piece of finesse, but as it has been admitted under oath that it was th 
work of an officer whose relations with Mr. Stanton had been very in 
timate, I cite it as establishing the admitted necessity 0! using craft in 
the efforts toconvince the country that no imposition had been practiced 
upon Mr. Lincoln. 

Still Mr. Stanton undeniably possessed qualities of a pronounce: 
order, and by some they were regarded as soldierly characteristics an 
as an evidence of military talent. General James B. Fry, who wo 
Provost-Marshal-General of the United States during 1863, 1864, and 
1865, whose position gave him exceptionally advantageous opportun- 
ties of becoming intimately acquainted with Mr. Stanton’s peculiar 
ties, in a recent work gives this candid opinion of the moral and meca- 
tal constitution of the ‘‘ great war Secretary:’’ 

While he was strictly honest, before him justice was powerless and persons 

ts were trifles. cause was g. and his will was the caus 
odifying Richelieu’s maxim, “first use all means to conciliate, then al! \ 
*he tried to conciliate only when he thought he could not crush. 

It has been said that “ law is most and degrading of al! profe 
sions,” and that “the habitual study of it is demoralizing.’ That depen 
very much at least, on natural gifts. If it was verified in Stanton certain) 
a pressed as eens ay ee sway in war, he overestimated (4 
value of terver, and sometimes hastily dispatched the accused for the sake of 
the example. 

AN ELASTIC CODE OF MORALS. 

It may be that some gentlemen may be able to find in the circu 

stancesof the troubled times mid which they were placed a peric:( 00° 
i of the Secretary 


of War and his 
Judge-Advocate-General in this whole inst Genera! 
Porter. They may contend that Mr. Stanton foresaw—or hones‘! 
thought he foresaw—that the success of the Union cause was 1mpet“" 
by the devotion of the principal army of the country to its com 
mander; that the paramount consideration with him was the peer 
tion of the Union, and that such minor questions as rights anc 
individuals should have been, and very properly were, 








in 


e- 
ut 
ad 
lt 
ct 
at 


n- 
u- 


; in 
ced 


ced 
ynd 
Vas 
und 
1ni- 
Ari- 
en- 


pha. 
use 


iI to 


nue 
nds 
ly i 


i the 
ce of 


um- 
and 
| his 
eral 
stly 
riled 
com- 
rva- 
and 


>, Te 





1886. 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 5279 


ee a 


This idea*is very forcibly presented by my Republican friend from 
New York [Mr. Wener] in his speech on the Fitz-John Porter bill, 
from which I read: 

Who knows but that the military necessities of the situation required just 


such itrary act, to one for the good of the many. Only those who 
ea inthe Peninsula sommeise ean realize or comprehend that intense Mc- 
Clellanism which pervaded th t Army of the Potomac in 1862. 

s me = 


That feeling, that spirit of McClellanism, capable of being used to such great 
advantage, W and desirable if so , Was nevertheless a great obstacle 
to the success of army with another commander to lead it, and that spirit 
needed extinction, even if by arbitrary acts aninnocent man should suffer. It 
ig acruel theory, but as Sherman has pithily expressed it, ‘‘ war is a cruelty and 
can not be refined.” 

But, Mr. Speaker, even if we accept this elastic code of moral obli- 
gation, I maintain that such acceptance does not affect the fact. 

It may have been necessary to ‘‘sacrifice one for the good of the 
many,” but ifthe sacrifice was effected by indirect methods; if it was 
accomplished by and through collusion between the Secretary of War 
and his Judge-Advocate-General designed to impose upon their confid- 
ingand unsuspicious chief, General Porter was the victim of aconspiracy. 
For a conspiracy is the combination of two or more persons to accom- 

an unlawful purpose by concerted action. 

All the proof shows that General Porter was such a victim. 

A DUTY PERYORMED. 


I have done with this branch of the subject, Mr. Speaker. A most 
unwelcome and painful task has been forced upon me as a duty, a duty 
to myself, a duty to the people with whom I have ever been and always 
shall be identified in feeling and sentiment, and a duty to the truth of 


That duty is now performed. I have shown from the record that an 
innocent woman was executed despite a recommendation to executive 
demency, that recommendation being studiously kept from the Ex- 
ecutive. I have shown that officers were dismissed the service so un- 
justly that Congress has felt constrained to use its power to repair the 

inflicted upon them by the Secretary of War. I have shown 
from the testimony of his own friends that Mr. Stanton systematically 
violated the confidence and trust reposed in him by President Buchanan 
and his Cabinet. And, finally, I feel that I have shown that he sought 
to destroy General Porter by practices and methods which have been 
in effect condemned by Generals Grant, Schofield, Terry, and Getty, 
and which Mr. Lincoln would also have condemned had his life been 


I maintain, therefore, that it is incontestably established that I was 
justified in saying that Mr. Stanton “‘sought to conspire to drag down 
officers who did not conform to his views or sustain the line of policy 
that he had oe oy - mm 

This uncongenial and unpleasant duty has been thrust upon me. 
Sincerely—I had almost said laboriously—I endeavored to escape it. 
But I was not permitted to evade it, and though it was unwillingly 
undertaken, I trust the gentlemen who forced it upon me are satisfied 
with the manner in which it has been discharged. 

Mr. Stanton may have been a great man, may have rendered great 
services to the Republican party, and the country may be largely in- 
débted to his undoubted ability. Butcan the proof be questioned which 
shows that he professed fealty and devotion to one set of party friends, 
while at the same moment he was secretly conferring with and aiding 
their enemies; can they question the proofs which show that he was 
insatiable in engrossing power and arbitrary and ruthless in exercising 
it; that he sought to accomplish the disgrace and ruin of one officer of 
the Government by acts which I doubt if many members of this House 
will approve, and secured the dismissal of another by devices equally 


eo. 

na desire to be even extreme in punctiliousness regarding the use of 
language I had chosen to ask a withdrawal of the objectionable words, 
although words much more extreme are almost constantly and without 
comment used upon this floor; and if it can beshown that I, in defend- 
ing myself from the imputation that I had been without warrant in my 
wnpremeditated assertion that Mr. Stanton sought to drag down ofli- 
cers, &c., I will gladly give it the most emphatic retraction; but before 
this is demanded at least some of the evidence I have cited must be dis- 


i 


7 It must be shown that Mr. Stanton, while a member of Mr. Buchan- 
an’s Cabinet, did not ee members of Congress informed 
ee going a! oe councils ae 7. Buchanan’s administration, 
. Stan no part © proceeding, one purpose of 

which was a serious oe Mr. Toucey, and that he did not 
of officers whose innocence and faith- 


tion to duty or their exoneration by Congress. 
And the statement of Hon. Gideon Welles, Lincoln’s Secretary of the 
» must also be disproved where he charges Mr. Stanton with con- 
against the President in his efforts to dismiss and therefore 


drag down ”” McC! the vommander of the A 
of the emus eben ee oem show that Mr. “Lincoln did 
fon inform Governor Newell that he accepted the opinion, and there- 


upon the Secretary of War to guide him in his action re- 
Porter ? 


Will any one attempt to disprove the statements of Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
Seward, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Dawes, Mr. Welles, and Mr. Howard, or try 
to impeach the statements of Andrew Johnson? Unless all this can 
be done, it must be admitted that I was neither wanton nor without 
warrant. 

ORGANIZED VICTORIES, 

But it is claimed that I have also offended the gentlemen by intro- 
ducing the name of an official who seems to be their ideal of a great 
and most successful general. 

I have never made any comment upon Mr. Stanton’s military capac- 
ity, and should not do so now did I not feel that by allowing their 
challenge on this point to pass unanswered I should become a party to 
an injustice to the living and the dead. I should have preferred that 
the duty ofshowing that Grant, Sherman, Sheridan, Thomas, Rosecrans, 
Buell, Schofield, and Canby owe no particle of their military fame to 
the guidance and control of any civilian had fallen into abler hands. 
But as the worshipers and panegyrists of Mr. Stanton have challenged 
me directly to the proof, and as the task is easily within the range of 
even my feeble powers, and as there is very strong evidence that Mr. 
Stanton did not desire that character of reputation, I unhesitatingly 
accept the issue forced upon me, trusting that the unaided potency of 
facts and the unvarnished truth of history may suffice to convince this 
House that my challengers’ party idol was no such demi-god as they 
would have the world believe. 

Mr. Stanton would not thank the gentlemen for their attempt to 
ascribe to him the possession of great military genius. He not only 
made no pretensions to soldierly capacity, but those most intimate with 
him assert that he estimated such talent as indicating a different and 
lower order of ability than that upon which he prided himself and for 
which he wished to be remembered. As confirmatory of this I quote 
from a recent military work by Maj. Gen. James B. Fry, United States 
Army, note, on page 199: 

A young lawyer, who served in Stanton’s own office while he was Secretary 
of War, writes: “I revere Stanton, but I shut my eyes to no man’s defects. 
For a man of his transcendent ability he was narrow-minded; he overrated his 
own profession of the law, and he contemned the military profession.” 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock] says Mr. Stanton 
‘organized victory.’’ 

The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] says: 


He was the man who directed as no other living man could all the maneu- 
vers and operations of the Federal Army. 


Do the gentlemen mean to say, do they wish the country to believe, 
that Generals Grant and Sherman and McClellan and Sheridan and 
Rosecrans and Buell did not lead or direct their armies? Did they go 
to Mr. Stanton’s feet to learn how to manage their armies? 

McClellan says this of Mr. Stanton: 

So long as Mr. Cameron was Secretary of War I received the cordial suppor® 
of that Department, but when he resigned the whole state of affairs changed. 
Ihad never met Mr. Stanton before reaching Washington in 1861. He at once 
sought me and professed the utmost personal affection, the expression of which 
was exceeded only by the bitterness of hisdenunciation of the Government and 


its policy. The more serious difficulties of my position began with Mr. Stanton's 
accession to the War Office. 


Did General Sherman go to Stanton to learn the art of war, to be 
taught by this man, who, the gentleman from Iowa says, directed ar- 
mies as no other living man could? 

Regarding some orders sent to him by Mr. Stanton, which purported 
to come from the President, General Sherman says: 


The publication of this bulletin by authority wasanoutrageonme. * * * [ 
regarded this bulletin of Mr. Stanton asa personal and official insult, which I 
afterward publicly resented. * * * I found thatGeneral Halleck had ordered 
General Davis's corps (the Fourteenth) for review by himself. This I forbade. 
All the Army knew of the insult that had been made me by Secretary of War 
and General Halleck, and watched meclosely to see if I would tamely submit, 

» ® * * Ea * 


The next day I met General Grant and President Johnson. The latter was 
extremely cordial to me, and knowing that I was chafing under the censures of 
the War Department, especially of the two war bulletins of Mr. Stanton, he vol- 
unteered to say that he knew of neither of them till seen in the newspapers, and 
that Mr, Stanton had shown neither to him nor to any of his associates in the 
Cabinet till they were published. Nearly ail the members of the Cabinet made 
similar assurances to me afterward, and I declined General Grant’s friendly of- 
fices for a reconciliation, but on the contrary resolved to resent what I consid- 
ered an insult as publicly as it was made. y brother, Senator SHERMAN, who 
was Mr. Stanton’s neighbor, always insisted that Mr. Stanton had been fright- 
ened by the intended assassination of himself and had become embittered 
thereby, © * * 

Linferred that Mr. Stanton, who was notoriously vindictive in his prejudices, 
would not consent to the employment of these high officers. 


GENERAL GRANT HAD NO ADVISER. 


Certainly he did not organize any victories for General Grant. 

That great general says to usin his recent work, volume 2, page 123: 

I did not communicate my plan to the President, nor did I to the Secretary of 
War. 


General Badeau, in the May Century, says General Grant’s deter- 
mination and plans were all his own, and General Horace Porter and 
General J. H. Wilson, in their articlesin the October Century, declare 
that if President Lincoln had any opinions regarding the campaigns he 
studiously kept them to himself so far as Grant was concerned, and 
that the Presidentcarefully abstained from any interference in military 
affairs. And history abundantly proves that President Lincoln not 
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only abstained from interference himself, but was careful to see that no 
one else annoyed General Grant in this way. 

It is stated in a recent publication that on one occasion, when Mr. 
Stanton attempted to interfere with his Army, General Grant went to 
the President, who sent for Mr. Stanton and said: 

Mr. Stanton, we had better let General Grant manage his own affairs. 


So far from conferring with or asking advice or accepting suggestions 
from Mr. Stanton, we see that General Grant was sometimes put to 
great inconvenience and lost valuable time in his many precautions to 
avoid the ill effects and annoyances of Mr. Stanton’s efforts to interfere 
with his plans and, as the gentleman from New York would say, “‘ or- 
ganize victories.’’ I read from page 327 of General Grant’s Personal 
Memoirs: 

On the 15th of September I started to visit General Sheridan in the Shenan- 
doah Valley. My purpose was to have him attack y or drive him out of 
the valley, and dest: oy that source of supplies for Lee’s army. I knew it was 
impossible for me to get orders through Washington to Sheridan to make a 
move, because they would be stopped there, and such orders as Halleck’s caution 
(and that of the Secretary of War) would suggest would be — instead, and 
would, no doubt, be contradictory to mine. therefore, without stopp’ at 
Washington, went directly through to Charlestown, some 10 miles above Har- 
per’s Ferry, and waited re to see General Sheri: ° 

Now, I hope the gentleman from New York will admit that General 
Grant conquered victories, and this great man says that he knew if Mr. 
Stanton had an opportunity to do so he would change the order, and 
he says no doubt that the order Stanton would have given would be 
contradictory to his. 

This conclusion regarding Mr. Stanton must have been reached from 
his association after he reached Washington, as General Grant was too 
busy to have given much study to the victories Mr. Stanton organ- 
ized for Frémont, Banks, Shields, Milroy, McDowell, and Pope in the 
spring and summer of 1862. 

General Grant also says, on page 5370f his Memoirs: 

The Secretary was very timid,and it was impossible for him to avoid inter- 
fering with the armies covering the capital when it was sought to defend it by 
an offensive movement against the army Zz conf capital. 

He could see our weakness, but he could not see that the enemy was in dan- 


ger. The enemy would not have been in danger if Mr. Stanton had been in the 
field. 


GUARDING AGAINST POSSIBLE INJUSTICE, 

But let me notdo Mr. Stanton injustice. There was one period dur- 
ing the war when he had entire control. From March 11 to July 11, 
1862, a period of four months, there was no general in chief, and, as Mr. 
Lincoln says, he (Mr. Lincoln) did not interfere with the armies much, 
Mr. Stanton must be accorded all the credit for the tions dur- 
ing that period. I can not say all, because I find from the records that 
he sent but few orders to General Halleck while in the West, but that he 
confined his efforts at organizing victories for the troops in Virginia and 
Kentucky. General McDowell was commanding the Department of the 
Rappahannock; General Frémont, the Mountain Department; General 
Banks commanding the Department of the Shenandoah, and Generals 
Shields and Milroy each had separate commands. 

The correspondence between Mr. Stanton and these generals during 
that period was immense. I have seen as-many as two hundred and 
forty such letters and orders, many of them giving specific and minute 
details regarding marches, strategy, tactics, &c., &e. They were no 
doubt intended to ‘‘ organize victories.’’ 

The first fruit was the battle of Kernstown, March 23. The second 
the battle at McDowell, May 8. This was followed in quick succes- 
sion by the battles of Front Royal, May 23; Winchester, May, 25 Cross 
Keys, June 8; and Port Republic, June9. Mr. Lincoln failed to appre- 
ciate these organized victories of Mr. Stanton’s, and hastened to order 
General Halleck and General Pope to the scene of action. 


HALLECK'S ATTITUDE AS COMMANDER, 

They reached Washington, but the subordinate position occupied by 
General Halleck is clearly stated by himself in a letter from which I 
read: 

Iam simply a military adviser of the Secretary of War and the President, and 


must obey and carry out what they decide upon, whether I concur in their de- 
cisions or not. 


From this it appears that Mr. Stanton still retained his power and 
authority, and we find that most frequent and minutely detailed in- 
structions were sent from Washington to direct the campaign which 
resulted in the numerous battles beginning with that at Cedar Run, 
August 9, and ending with Second Manassas, August 30, and Chantilly, 
September 1. 

This closed the campaign, and Mr. Stanton yielded unrestricted con- 
trol of the Army to General McClellan. 

It must be admitted that during the preceding six months Mr. Stan- 
ton had directed most of the movements of this eventful period, and 
the gentleman from Iowa, speaking cf Mr. Stanton, says: 


He was the man who directed, as no other man could, all the movements and 
operations of the Federal Army. 


I do not propose to controvert this statement of the gentleman, but 
I think General Grant would have less delicacy on the subject, as he 


says in his book, page 537: 


The enemy would not have been in danger if Mr. Stanton had been in the 


eral Sherman, and who was once a Senator of the United States a,. 
dressed the Society of the Army of the Cumberland on September 14 





Se 

While McClellan was conducting the Antietam campaign }{; Stan 
ton was enabled to turn all his attention to General Buell, whic) - 
records show was most lavishly done, and the statements of Ger... 


James B. Fry and others go far to justify the conclusion oe 
course pursued by the War Department regarding that army materia) 


influenced its movements and rendered it responsible for the —— 


The removal of General McClellan after the victory of Antic = 


Mr. Stanton another ey to exercise on the Army of Vin iain 
the propensity to which General Grant on more than one eccasion og 
fers in his memoirs, and it would be unfair to deprive him of })js om 
share of the credit attaching to the military results achieved at Peed. 


ericksburg and Chancellorsville. 
THE SOLDIER WHO FOUGHT. 
It takes aJl kinds of characters to make a world and al) kings o¢ 
men to make a congress. o. 
General Willard Warner, a gallant soldier, who fought under «, n- 


ad 


1880. I hold the book containing his speech, a paragraph from which 
I will read: — 


General Garfield said right when he said that if the soldiers had al! these lif 
ficult questions to settle they would have been settled happily longago. |} — 
lived here in the South. — 

There are men here who know me as a radical Republican of the wors: kind 
I have lived here for sixteen years of the prime of my life, and I say it here 
with pride and thankfulness, that I have yet to receive the first word ; 


first act of unkindness from a confederate soldier, and I never expect to — 
as I may live here. ne 
Will any brave soldier in this Hall who remained until the end in 


the front rank of the armies led by Grant, Sherman, or Sheridan say 
that the men whom they met in battle have ever hesitated toaccord to 
them the knightly qualities which made their achievements possible 
and brought final victory to the Union arms, despite the utmost efforts 
of those who fought under the Southern banner? Has any utterance 
ever come from the Southern soldier which malevolence itself could 
construe as an effort to take one sprig from the laurel wreath of victory 
which Federal soldiers won and which they have so modestly and 
worthily worn ? . 

But does this unequivocal recognition of their skill and gallantry 
and devotion to their idea of duty oblige me or any other Southern man 
to admit that the same qualities were wanting inour comrades? Will 
any one here or anywhere in this broad land maintain that because we 
acknowledge and take pride in the courage and endurance of the Fed- 
eral soldier who fought from the first to the close, we are deterred from 
repelling a taunt, a thinly-disguised sneer leveled at the soldiers whose 
perils we and in whose final overthrow we suffered? Especially 
as that taunt or sneer always comes from those who were either never 
in the field or left it when battles were most frequent and most obsti- 
nately contested. 

I can not believe that there is one of them who would not scorn such 
ignoble and unmanly adulation. I am certain that none of the heroes 
of the Northern armies would willingly surrender the proud conscious- 
ness that their triumphs were won from worthy foes; that would ex- 
change this glorious satisfaction for the degrading thought that for four 
years they were held in check by enemies who lacked manliness and 


self-respect. 
A QUESTION OF OBLIGATION. 

God forbid that I should utter one word or do one act to keep alive the 
enmities and dissensions of differences or contentions, but may 
He also forbid that I should ever be brought so low as to dumbly ac- 
quiesce in untrathfal or groundless imputations. 

Whether as a humble participant in the struggle to which the gen- 
tleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] so sneeringly alludes, or as a Kep- 
resentative inthe American Congress, nothing in my past career or pres- 
ent tion requires that I should surrender that manhood which is 
the bi t of every gentleman. 

Our misfortunes, Se have been, have not robbed us of oat 
rights as citizens or our dignity as gentlemen, and we s!i.!! de- 
fend our honor no matter where or by whom it be assailed. 

We cherish no animosities. Loyally have we accepted the stern at 
bitramentof war. U: y have we submitted to every exaction. 
But the Anglo-Saxon t which has supported us throug! every 
disaster is ours still, forbids us to be silent when it is assailed ot 


impugned. 

T had credited, and still credit, the great mass of the Northern peo 
ple with the same spirit which had animated their soldiers; lad sup- 

that the magnanimity and generous forbearance which ‘orbace 

exultation by the soldiers in the hour of triumph might be relied upo® 
to restrain any and all manifestations of a feeling of ov = = 
superiority on the of those benefited by the result achieved ©) 

I had supposed—and until I have better evidence than the taunts! 
gentlemen from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] and New York [Mr. Iii 
cock ], I shall not admit that I was mistaken in my estimate—that the 
North would be no less to fellow-Americans 
than Englishmen and Frenchmen had shown themselves to those whe 
had once contended with them in battle’s stern array. 
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BEARING OF TLUE SOLDIERS, 
Only yesterday I read of the loud hurrahs and enthusiastic honors 


with which an English crowd—the Duke of Wellington being one prom- | 


inent figure in the t—received Marshal Soult when he visited 
London on the occasion of Queen Victoria’s coronation. at 

Recently I read the letter of Napoleon III recounting his participa- 
tion in the ceremony of decorating and beautifying the graves of En- 
glish soldiers who had fallen and were buried at Toulon. 

In English history I find that Oliver Cromwell is honored equally 
with the of Britain’s kings, and we see England treasuring the 
perfume of glory won by the heroes of her ‘‘ wars of the roses,’’ regard- 
jess of whether it come from the white rose .. York or the red rose of 


Lancaster. I see the picture of the great Napoleon lying in state with | 


Louis XVI and the monarchs who preceded him on one side, and the 
rulers who ascended the throne after Napoleon was sent to St. Helena 
lying upon the other. 

I learn from the record that— 

After the surrender of Lee they [the Union Army] began, without orders, to 
salute him I Grant) with cannon, but he directed the firing to cease, lest 
it should wound the i of the prisoners, who, he said, were once again our 
countrymen.—General eau in Century, May, 1885. . 

The same writer tells us that General Grant refused to have a picture 
of the surrender of Lee placed in the rotunda, because ‘‘he should 
never consent, so far as he was concerned, to any picture being placed 
in the tol to commemorate a victory in which our own countrymen 
were the losers.’ 

I hear Abraham Lincoln’s immortal words, ‘‘ With malice toward 
none, but with charity for all,’’ and I see him on the field of Gettys- 
burg, where, after eulogizing the men who held the heights, he looked 
down on the graves of those who charged that steep hill-side, and I 
hear him, with voice thrilling with the emotion which filled his great 
heart, exclaim: 

Those men will live in history also, and I shall always be proud to remember 
that they were my countrymen. . 


These two expressions can never die so long as the English tongue 
survives on earth; aud it was the traits of Mr. Lincoln’s character from 
which emanated such expressions as these which have endeared him to 
all Americans and won for him the admiration of the world. 

Here there was nothouglitor suggestion of one man’s sovereign grace; 
no talk of the *s noose. That was reserved for a later day, 
and, I regret to say, for a widely different character. 

No words of mine can give any added emphasis to the contrast be- 
tween these two characters; but I venture to ask the members of this 
House which one they regard as the most admirable or most to be 
envied ? 


THE STRONGER ARM PREVAILED. 


One gentleman speaks of the strong arm of Stanton, and another says 
we live to-day because Stanton, among others, was willing that we 
might live. I will inform the gentlemen that my reading of history 
leads me to believe that the strong arm of Stanton, backed by those 
who thought like him, would have arrested, imprisoned, and tried 
those who surrendered at Appomattox and Greensborough, had not 
that arm been staid by the a of Generals Grant and 
Sherman, Rosecrans, Thomas, field, Hancock, and Canhy, 
and the brave officers and soldiers who fought with them. 

Has the gentleman forgotten that an order was issued for the arrest 
of General Lee? And has he forgotten (I read from General Badeau 


in the Century Magazine for May, 1886) that— 


Grant declared he would resign his position in the Army unless the 


General 
terms granted at Appomattox Court House were respected. 


thor): 


In my opinion the officers and men led at Appomattox Court House and 
since, upon the same terms given to General Lee, can not be tried for treason 
#0 long as they observe the terms of their parole. 


Has the gentleman forgotten that even before all the troops of the 
confederacy had been dis General Grant wrote, upon the ap- 
plication of General Robert E. Lee, the words: 


forwarded through the Secretary of War to the President, with 


the recommendation that the application of Rebert E. Lee for amnesty 
and pardon may be granted him? 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Let me ask the gentleman a question 
in this connection. 


Mr. WHEELER. Certainly. 

Mr. a of Iowa. Discussing character, as the gentle- 
men now is doing, recognizing the gentle character of Mr. Lincoln, 
would it not ee to have due regard for the men who, 


E 


have said. That is just what I have done. I have taken par- 
pains to speak of Mr. Stanton’s strong qualities, and have done 
most manner. 

of I mean, at this time, since you rec- 
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Has he forgotten that General Grant said (I read from the same au- 


like o> where blows were needed ? 
o I think I have given Mr. Stanton his due in all 


the character of Mr. Lincoln as being gentle and kindly, is it | 


o2sl 


not also proper that you should give Mr. Stanton his due, who was 
| ready to give blows for hiscountry when blows were necessary? I was 
not present when my colleague addressed the. House upon this ques- 
tion, but my understanding is that he took that position. 


IIOLMEDON AND APPOMATTOX. 


Mr. WHEELER. The feelings and sentiments which animated the 


brave men whose courage and skill were crowned by the triumph at 
| Appomattox must have been widely different from those which the gen- 
tleman from Iowa appears to have cherished for twenty-one years and 
has finally unpacked in his recent utterances on this floor. 

The great general who had so successfully commanded these gallant 
soldiers undoubtedly voiced the sentiment of the whole army when, 
in the preliminary negotiations for General Lee’s surrender, he wrote, 
‘Seriously hoping that all our difficulties may be settled without the 
loss of another life.’’ 

Does the gentleman think that he is better entitled to speak for the 
fighting men of the Union armies than General Grant, or that the lat- 
ter did not express the real opinions and sentiments of those who won 
the victories of which others boast, when he wrote to General Lee— 


* 


| 
} 
' 
} * there is but one condition I would insist upon, namely : That the men 
and officers surrendered shall be disqualified for taking up arms against the Gov- 
ernment of the United States until properly exchanged. 

! 


Or would he have us believe that the true soldiers of the Union armies 
at any time desired, in April, 1865, or in May, 1886, a disregard or 
violation of their faith as pledged to their former antagonists in the 
distinct and positive agreement— 

* * ® Each officer and man will be allowed to return to his home, not to be 
disturbed by United States authority so long as they observe their paroles and 
the laws in force where they may reside. 


Those familiar with the methods adopted by soldiers to manifest 
their detestation of any and every thing unmanly and revengeful can 
readily imagine the reception which Grant’s army would have accorded 
| to an implacable and ferocious civilian who, after resting quietly in his 
comfortable home during that last year of continuous and desperate 

fighting, should have visited their camp and talked about hanging the 
men and officers who were under the protection of General Grant’s 
parole. Why, sir, the carefully polished boots, the ‘‘biled’’ shirt, 

‘*store clothes,’’ and glossy beaver in which the sanguinary-minded 

man of peace had been careful to array himself, as indicating his vast 
superiority to mere fighting soldiers, would only have tended to in- 
crease the derision and scorn with which his proposition would have 
been received, and if he escaped a coat of tar and feathers he might 
have considered himself undeservedly and exceptionally fortunate. 
| Man’scircumstances and surroundings may change, but human nature 
| is the same in all ages and under all conditions, and the great master 
| delineator of the workings of the human heart, has, in Hotspur’s ac- 
| count of the bearing and language of the courtier who demanded the 
| prisoners he had taken on Holmedon field, so very accurately portrays 
the scorn with which the soldiers of Grant’s army would have received 
such an emissary as I have imagined that I can not forbear quoting the 
passage: 
I remember, when the fight was done, 
j When I was dry with rage, and extreme toil, 
i Breathless and faint, leaning upon my sword, 
Came there a certain lord, neat, trimly dressed, 
Fresh as a bridegroom; and his chin, new reaped, 
Showed like a stubble-land at harvest time. 
He was perfumed like a milliner; 


; 
| : a 
| c * * —and still he smiled and talked ; 
} And, as the soldiers bore dead bodies by, 
He called them untaught knaves, unmanner!y, 
| To bring a slovenly, unhandsome corse 
| Betwixt the wind and his nobility. 
I then, all smarting, with my wounds being cold, 
To be so pestered with a popinjay, 
Out of my grief and my impatience, 
| Answered neglectingly, I know not what 
| He should, or he should not ;—for he made me mad 
i To see him shine so brisk, and smell so sweet, 
} Ard talk so like a waiting gentlewoman, 
i Of guns, and drums, and wounds (God save the mark! 
| And telling me the sovereign’st thing on earth 
j Was parmaceti for an inward bruise ; 
i And that it was great pity, so it was, 
That villainous saltpeter should be digged 
Out of the bowels of the harmless earth, 
Which many a good, tall fellow had destroyed 
| So cowardly; and but for these vile guns, 
He would himself have been a soldier. 
| 
| 
' 


WHO CHERISH ANIMOSITIES. 


General WARNER, the friend and the associate of Lincoln and Gar- 
field, emphasized his view regarding soldiers in these words: 


The harsh words and language and insults come from those gentlemen, 
| largely professional politicians * * who talk now but who shirked in the 
| fight when fighting men were in sharp demand. And now! say, confusion to 

them. Confounded confusion to them—to the men who now, sixteen years 
i after we fighting soldiers have laid down our arms, would wave their red flag 
| in the face of this sorrowing nation. ‘Their time has gone by, and the soldiers 
| should everywhere be heard, as they are being he to-day. 


I will not use as severe words as those uttered by this distinguished 
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Federal general and United States Senator, but I will go so far as to 
say that none of those who were confederate soldiers have during the 
twenty-one years since 1865 ever received aught but kindness, respect, 
and courtesy from the brave men of the Federal Army who for four 
years stood in the front rank of battle. 

All the taunts, all the insults, all the unkindness, all the sneers, all 
the oppressions, all the efforts and talks about hanging have come from 
men who were in their homes while their countrymen were bivouack- 
ing under the canopy of heaven or bravely leading in the front of bat- 
tle. We may take it as an invariable rule that when any of these men 
who talk about hanging Americans went to the front they accepted 
positions as judge-advocates or quartermasters, or at least a portion of 
their service was of that character; and it is such men who form a little 
coterie (scarce more than a tric) who in Congress, on occasions, express 
sentiments which seem to betray regret that Southern men were not 
hanged; and some of them to-day, after the lapse of twenty-one years, 
use language on this floor which certainly indicates that this regret 
still rankles in their hearts. 

I recognize fully the fact that many of our best, purest, and wor- 
thiest citizens—men of dauntiless courage, devoted patriotism, sterling 
character, and distinguished ability—both North and South, were 
prevented by circumstances from taking any active part in the war. 
But men of this character never indulge in tirades such as I have re- 
ferred to. Inoffensively cherishing their convictions and quietly pur- 
suing their peaceful avocations while the clash of contending armies 
resounded through the land, they were not transformed into fierce, 
implacable warriors by the return of peace. 

I wish now to say how keenly I have appreciated the kindness and 
chivalrous courtesy which has uniformly been extended to me by nearly 
every member of this House, and to place on record my regret that self- 
respect as a man and proper regard for my dignity as a Representative 
have necessitated my saying aught which could wound the ‘‘self-ador- 
ing pride’? of this small coterie of patriots whose devotion to their coun- 
try became most manifest when it was least needed. 

Mr. GALLINGER. What does the gentleman think of the recent 
exploits of Jefferson Davis? 

Mr. WHEELER. I donot know any more than that he was invited 
to Montgomery for the purpose of drawing a crowd and raising money 
to put up a monument. 

But the gentleman from Iowa says we live to-day because Stanton, 
among others, was willing that we might live, &c 

Let me ask the gentleman when it was that such an idea grew in his 
mind and actuated the emotions of his heart? And let me ask him 
when it was that he acquired this taste for talking about hanging gen- 
tlemen who are now his fellow-members of Congress? And let meask 
him further if this desire has festered in his heart for twenty-one years? 

Mr. HEPBUKN. Do you ask an answer to that? 

Mr. WHEELER. I do, sir. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Did I say anything of that kind? 

Mr. WHEELER. You said that I owed my life and that—I have 
forgotten the exact expression—but that I had won a halter. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Hadn’t you won it? 

Mr. WHEELER. No, sir; I never won a halter; I fought honora- 
bly and fairly. 

Mr. HEPBURN. How do you define treason? 

Mr. WHEELER. No brave soldier whoever met me in battle has 
ever since treated me with anything except kindness and courtesy. 
Not one of them has ever whispered ‘‘treason.’’ General Grant and 
the brave officers and men of his army never spoke of ‘‘treason’’ to 
General Lee or his men. General Sherman and his brave officers never 
talked of ‘‘ treason ’’ to the armies they finally overcame. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I ask you how do yon define treason ? 

Mr. WHEELER. I deny that any man in this Congress was ever 
guilty of treason. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Is not levying war against the United States and 
adhering to its enemies a proper definition of treason? 

Mr. WHEELER. There is no use of di ing constitutional ques- 
tions now. The terms upon which the confederate army surrendered 
settled all that. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Is not that the definition of treason? Had you 
not levied war against the United States? Had you not adhered to its 
enemies? Did you not give them aid and comfort? 

Mr. WHEELER. The gentleman is honorable, and all honorable 
men speak the trath, and certainly he has not made this statement 
about Mr. Stanton without good grounds for believing it to be the 
truth. 

Let me ask him, then, was he one of those who conferred with Mr. 
Stanton about putting halters around the necks of gentlemen who are 
now his colleagues on this floor? If not, will he kindly give his author- 
ity for his most remarkable assertion? 

Let me tell him that whether he desired to enact the réle of hang- 
man himself, or only desired to see it de- 


sired to talk about others enacting this role, he will And tha eter 
fellow-countrymen 
nor their 


those who have been er their 
opinion’s sake or for political offenses, nor their coadjutors, 
applauders are glorified in history; that neither the.judge nor the ju- 


to 


strong arm shielded? It was General Lee. But a fey 


of 1865 and the views of the gentleman from Iowa in 189. 


generals in the spring of 1865, what would he have thought o; 
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rors in a bloody assize for political opinions were ever remem}yero,) 


cept with detestation. 


Who was the first prominent Southern soldier that Ge 


neral Grant's 
W weeks afte, 


General Lee was paroled by General Grant he was indicted by Jiy;\.. 

Underwood's court, and Grant immediately demanded that ji «),, i; ' 

be quashed, stating that already this indictment had done muc}, }, a 
What a difference between the views of General Grant in the «,, 5 


spr ng 
If Gen. 

eral Grant would not tolerate even talking about arresting con (i, rate 

& men 


ber of Congress talking about hanging them in 1886? 
Who would not rather be remembered as Nathan Hale, Robert jy). 
mett, Marie Antoinette, or Madam Roland than as their executigne;s> 

The history ofall armed contests shows that when, after their ¢)oap 
the spirit of hate and revenge could only be appeased by blood. non. 
but the basest of mankind would consent to serve as the instruments 
of butchery; and history also holds up to even deeper scorn, execs. 
tion, and loathing the miscreants who lacked the courage to be bute). 
ers themselves, but sought to induce others to serve as the ministers of 
their cowardly animosity. ; 

Is it surprising that the gentleman who became so excited becaysa 
the majority of this House opposed his efforts to destroy four principal 
departments of the Army should find vent for his outraged feelings }) 
talking about hanging men who differed with him upon constitutions) 
questions and political opinions a quarter of a century ago ? 

I think, Mr. Speaker, that the country should be congratulated oy 
the fact that in all this broad land there has been found only one may 
who was willing to put it upon record in the American Congress that 
in his opinion half a million of American citizens could properly have 
been executed because as far back as before some members of this House 
were born they had entertained views of duty different from those held 
by the gentleman from Iowa. 

I now desire to renew my thanks to the gentlemen of this House for 
their courteous attention and for so kindly according me this oppor- 
tunity for personal vindication. 

During the delivery of the foregoing remarks the hammer fe}! 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR. I ask unanimous consent that the time of 
the gentleman from Alabama be extended for ten minutes longer 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WHEELER then resumed and concluded his remarks as above. 

Mr. WINANS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The question being taken, the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. HEPBURN addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
from Iowa rise? 

Mr. HEPBURN. For the purpose of asking unanimous consent to 
place in the Record some remarks which I desire to make in reply to 
the gentleman from Alabama. 

A Memperr. Speak them now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gentleman 
from Iowa, as was stated by the Chair to the gentleman from Alabama, 
that no recognition could be had except by unanimous consent on any 
matter not coming within the special order. The Chair, however, will 
put the request for unanimous consent. 

Mr. WHEELER. I hope it will be granted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Iowa asks wnan- 
imous consent to place in the RECORD some remarks in reply to tliose 
which have been made by the gentleman from Alabama. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. PRICE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 2 min- 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


For what purpose does the gentleman 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and a were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: . 
By Mr. BARBOUR: Papers relating to the claim of Edwin C. Fitz- 
hugh—to the Committee on War Claims. ; 
By Mr. BUCHANAN: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Atlantic 
City, N. J., for a post-office building at that place—to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
By Mr. BURROWS: Petition of members of the Grand Army ¢! the 
Republic, of Gobleville, Van Buren County, Michigan, asking for the 
of Senate bill 1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. DANIEL: Petition of Charlotte Smith, president of \~ 
man’s National Industrial League—to the Committee on Labo:. Bi 
Also, petition of Noah P. Garst, of Elias Brubaker, and of John >. 
Furguson, of Roanoke County; and of J. G. Bryant, son of J. L. Dry 
ant, deceased, of Bedford County, Virginia, asking that their war clains 
be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. DIBBLE: Petition of Margaret Wakerfer, praying that the 
war claim of Charles 8. Wakerfer, deceased, late of Charleston, 5. C., 
be referred to the Court of Claims--to the same committee. = 
By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Petition of Daniel B. Miller and W illiam 
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Bethon, hospital stewards, United States Army, asking for the passage 
of Senate bill 1119—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial of the Civil Service Reform Association, against cer- 
tain provisions of the legislative appropriation bill before the House— 
to Committee on Appropriations. 
~ By Mr. GOFF: Petition of L. C. Powell! and 372 citizensof West Vir- 
ginia, for an appropriation to erect fish-ladders on the dams in the Mo- 
nongahela River—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Resolutions of Gordon Granger Post, 
No. 64, Grand Army of the Republic, of Grinnell, Iowa, favoring the 
passage of Senate pension bill 1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Also, paper from F. P. Anderson, of Iowa, opposing the proposed 
abolition of paleontological work by the Government—to the Select 
Committee on Signal Service, Geological Surveys, Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, and the Hydrographic Office of the Navy Department. 

By Mr. HOUK: Petition of Henry Hull, administrator, of Jefferson 
County, Tennessee, asking that his war claim be referred to the Court 
of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. F. A. JOHNSON: Petition of William S. Barber and 26 oth- 
ers, of Post Randall, No. 460, Grand Army of the Republic, of Bolton, 
. N. Y., for the passage of Senate bill 1886, for the relief of soldiers and 

sailors of the late war—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
| By Mr. LANHAM: Petition of citizens of Shackelford and Throck- 
morton Counties, Texas, for the removal of the Federal court from Gra- 
ham to Cisco, Tex.—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. McCOMAS: Petition of 34 farmers and dairymen to have a 


tax placed upon the manufacture of oleomargarine butter—to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

, Also, petition of Margaret South, of John Shifler, of Elizabeth El- 
B liot, of Ezra and Jonas E. Beachly, executors of David South, of 
l Washington County, Maryland, asking that their war claims be referred 
. to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 


Also, petition of George Hering, of Alleghany County, Maryland, for 
payment of war claim—to the same committee. 

y Mr. McKINLEY: Resolutions of the Mahoning Valley Wool- 
: Growers’ Association, in favor of the tariff act of 1867—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

Also, joint resolution of the Ohio Legislature, relative to building a 
memorial structure at Marietta, Ohio—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

By Mr. MITCHELL: Petition of the Indian Rights’ Association of 
Middletown, Conn., in favor of Senate bill 54—to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

By Mr. O'DONNELL: Petition of C. 0. Loomis Post, No. 2, Grand 
Army of the Republic, Quincy, Mich., for the passage of Senate bill 
’ 1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. O’FERRALL: Petition of Andrew Cornwell and of Mrs. M. 
E. Weston, widow of Charles E. Weston, deceased, of Warren County; 
of Noah C. Wenger, and of N. W. Allen and Eliza F. Elam, adminis- 
a trators of Sarah Allen, deceased, of Rockingham County; and of Amelia 

A. Griffith, widow of John Griffith, deceased, of Page County, Vir- 
y ginia, asking that their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to 
ll the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. J. J. O'NEILL: Petitions of employés of the navy-yard at 
New York, and at Norfolk, Va., in favor of Senate bill 2268—to the 
> Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. PERKINS: Petition of A. M. Ledman and 125 others, citi- 
zens of Elk City and Montgomery County, Kansas, asking for the pas- 
sage of Senate bill 1886, relating to pensions—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Petition of R. E. Rudolph and E. R. Wilfong, 
for the passage of bill embodying recommendations of the national pen- 
sion committee of the Grand Army of the Republic—to the same com- 


mittee. 

‘ By Mr. RIGGS: Petition of A. J. Jones and others, of Athensville, 
» Ill, for the of pension bill—to the same committee. 

, By Mr. ST. MARTIN: Papers relating to the claim of Mary Heinn, 
- of Orleans Parish, Louisiana—to the Committee on War Claims. 
tic By Mr. SPRINGER: Petition of Trades Assembly of Western Penn- 

| - qe against the oleomargarine taxation—to the Committee on Ag- 

he By Mr. STEELE: Petition of Eel River band of Miami Indians, by 
= Jesse T. Hutchins, asking that the principal sum be paid to them at 
. once—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

i. By Mr. VAN SCHAICK: Memorial of the Waterloo (Wis.) Grange, 
P Patrons of Husbandry, on the subject of interstate commerce—to the 
B Committee on Commerce. 

eS By Mr. : Petition of Solomon G. Grimmett, adminis- 

_ trator of deceased, and of W. P. James, asking that 
, their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee 

ths on War Claims. 

yh 8 WINANS: Remonstrance of John Gilluly Post, Grand Army 
o of of Fowlerville, Mich., against appropriating money 

- the for a home for indigent ex-rebel soldiers—to the 


Military Affairs. 
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3y Mr. WORTHINGTON: Petition of the Women’s Silk-Culture 
Association of Illinois, praying for relief—to the Committeo on Agrti- 
culture. 


SENATE. 
SATURDAY, June 5, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. But.eEr, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate a 
communication from the Secretary of State to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations as to amendments to the diplomatic and 
consular appropriation bill. As that bill is now pending, the Chair 
will ask that the letter be printed, with theaccompanying papers, in the 
REcoRD, and be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. That 
order will be made, there being no objection. 

The letter is as follows: 


DEPARTMENT or Strate, Washington, June 4, 1886. 


Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's 
date, asking, on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Relations, the views of the 
Department of State upon three amendments intended to be proposed to the bill 
(H. R. 6392) making appropriations for the diplomatic and consular service for 
the next fiscal year, providing respectively for an “envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary ”’ to, and *‘ secretary of legation’’ in, the Argentine Ke 
public; and a “clerk to the minister resident in Sweden and Norway.” 

With respect to the proposed increase of rank in our mission at Buenos Ayres, 
I may observe that I have long been of the opinion that the position of the United 
States in the family of American nations makes it fitting that they should be 
represented at every American capital by an envoy of the plenipotentiary grade. 
I have, however, refrained from proposing,in the departmental estimates, an 
increase of rank for the missions tothe Argentine Republic, Bolivia, Hayti, Santo 
Domingo, Paraguay and Uruguay,and Venezuela, and the consulate-generalin 
Ecuador, because it seemed inexpedient to recommend enlargement of the re- 
sponsibilities and functions of these offices without a corresponding increase of 
salary, which I was unprepared to suggest. The recent elevations of the resi- 
dent missions in Central America, Colombia, and Turkey to the plenipotentiary 
grade were attended by an increase of the respective salaries to $10,000, which 
the statute, section 1675, Revised Statutes, assigns as the minimum. 

The proposed amendment contemplates making the Argentine legation & plen- 
ipotentiary mission, without increase of salary over the present rate of $7,500. 
It also omits the additional title of consul-genera!, thus abandoning the anomaly 
of uniting diplomatic and consular functions and prerogatives in one office. 
Thisisa properchange, since the bill provides, lines 199-200, fora consul at Buenos 
Ayres, thus obviating any necessity for a consul-general at {he same post. Un- 
der all the circumstances [favorthe proposed amendment, and would be pleased 
to see the same principles applied wherever practicable. 

I also favor the second amendment, which proposes a secretary of legation at 
Buenos Ayres. The advantage of having a qualified officer on the spot to con- 
tinue diplomatic intercourse in the event of a vacancy is obvious. A secretary 
of legation is a usual and proper adjunct to every plenipotentiary mission. 

The employment, as suggested by the third amendment, of a clerk to the le- 
gation in Sweden and Norway, is in its present form open to some objection. 
The legation is not provided with asecretary, and the clerk, although receiving 
a salary nearly equal tothat of a regularly commissioned secretary, would have 
no diplomatic standing whatever and could not act as chargé d'affaires in case of 
the minister's death or absence. The only present employment of an author- 
ized clerk is at Madrid, where there is a secretary of legation and where the 
onerous labors of the office make additional! clerical aid indispensable, without 
any occasion, however, for attaching diplomatic privilege to the employment. 

Our relations with Sweden and Norway are important, and that government 
maintains a plenjpotentiary mission at Washington. If it be desired to increase 
the working force at Stockholm, I would suggest raising the mission to the pleni- 
potentiary grade without increase of salary, and assigning a secretary of lega- 
tion at a salary of $1,520. 

By raising the missions at Buenos Ayres and Stockholm to the plenipoten- 
tiary grade, a convenient principle might be established in assigning $7,500 as 
the minimum salary of an envoy, and it might be well to consider the advisa- 
bility of raising the grade also of the other resident missions having that salary 
attached, to wit, Belgium, Hawaii, Netherlands,and Venezuela. The specifica- 
tion of $7,500 as the salary of such offices would not conflict with section 1675, 
Revised Statutes, if the appropriation were so worded as to appear distinctly to 
be ‘a different compensation * * * prescribed by law.’’ In the recent case 
of Mr. Langston, lately minister resident at Hayti, the judgment of the Court of 
Claims in hisfavor rested, not on that provision, but on the unrepealed and con- 
tinuing statute, section 1683, Revised Statutes, which fixed the salary at that 
particular mission. 

I have tne honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


T. F. BAYARD. 


Hon, JouN SHERMAN, 
Chairman of the Commitiee on Foreign Relations, Senate. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the petition of Thomas F. 
Luers, John O. Humphrey, and 21 other citizens, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
praying for the better legal protection of young girls in the District of 
Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. BLAIR presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Philadelphia, officially signed, representing three hun- 
dred members, praying for the better legal protection of young girls in 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Districtof Columbia. 

Mr. CULLOM presented the memorial of John W. Smith, president 
of the Trades and Labor Assembly of Springfield, [ll., remonstrating 
against the passage of the oleomargarine bill; which was refefred to the 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. HOAR. I present the petition of A. W. Lovering, missionary 
of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions to the Chinese in Cali- 
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fornia, and several other gentlemen engaged in like missionary work, 
praying for the enactment of a law to enforce the rights of the Chinese 
under the treaties with the United States. I move the reference of the 
petition to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of Elizabeth M. Dresher, Sarah 
B. Brotherton, and 93 other citizens of Philadelphia, praying for the 
better legal protection of young girls in the District of Columbia; which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Woodson County, Kansas, 
praying for certain pension legislation; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, presented the petition of H. B. Edmonson 
and other wool-growers of Pittsburg, Iowa, and five other petitions of 
citizens of the same place, praying for the restoration of the duty on 
wool as fixed by the tariff of 1876; which were referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. HAWLEY presented a memorial of Knights of Labor of Bridge- 
port, Conn., recommending liberal appropriations for works of inter- 
nal improvement and especially for the Hennepin Canal; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DOLPH presented a resolution adopted by citizens of Idaho Ter- 
ritory at a mass meeting held at Pierre City, Shoshone County, favor- 
ing the annexation of North Idaho to Washington Territory; which was 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Ife also presented a memorialof citizens of Idaho County, Idaho Ter- 
ritory, praying the annexation of North Idaho to Washington Terri- 
tory; which was referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. LOGAN presented a memorial of the Commercial Exchange of 
Chicago protesting against the imposition of a tax on oleomargarine 
and butterine; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry. 

He also presented a letter signed by a number of business firms of 
Chicago protesting against the passage of the bill imposing a tax on 
oleowargarine and butterine; which was referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a protest of William Smith, president of the Trade 
and Labor Assembly of Springfield, Ill., and a resolution of the Amal- 
gamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers of Joliet, Tll., against 
the passage of the oleomargarine bill; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. PALMER presented the petition of the Women’s Christian Union 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., praying for legislation for the protection of 
young girls in the District of Columbia and Territories governed by the 
United States; which was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of M. E. Jordan, Mary A. Milli- 
ken, and 66 other citizens of Saco, Me., asking for the better legal pro- 
tection of young girls in the District of Columbia; which was referred 
to the Committee on, the District of Columbia. 

“ REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MAHONE, from the Committee on Appropriations, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 7481) making an appropriation for the De- 
partment of Agriculture for the fiscal year ing June 30, 1887, and 
for other purposes, reported it with amendments. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported 
an amendment intended to be proposed to the sundry civil appropria- 
tion bill, making an appropriation of $106,100 for the inauguration of 
the statue of ‘‘ Liberty Enlightening the World;’’ which, with the ac- 
companying papers, was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BLAIR. By direction of the Committee on Education and Labor 
I report an amendment intended to be proposed to the sundry civil ap- 
propriation bill ‘‘to aid in the establishment of a school in the Terri- 
tory of Utah, to be under the direction of the Industrial Christian Home 
Association of Utah, and to provide employment and means of self- 
support for the dependent classes in that Territory, with a view to aid in 
the suppression of polygamy therein,’’ accom by certain docu- 
ments and a report; which I ask may be printed and the whole referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Hampshire 
reports an amendment intended to be proposed to the sundry civil ap- 
propriation bill, which, with the accompanying documents, will be 
printed and referred to the Committee on A: ions. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. INGALLS introduced a bill (S. 2600) to authorize the commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia to make police for the 
government of the District; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (8. 2601) for the relief of George 
Hill, jr.; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittes on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2602) for the relief of Beaufort Lee and 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


JUNE 5. 


others; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Coy 
on Claims. 

Mr. DAWES (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2603) for the relicy ,, 
the owners and crewsof the American whaling vessels Midas, Progpec«. 
Lagoda, Daniel Webster, and Europa; which was read twice by its tit} 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. ; 

Mr. LOGAN introduced a bill (S. 2604) granting a pension to Wj). 
iam P. Hill; which was read twice by its title, and referred to +h. 
Committee on Pensions. . 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2605) granting a pension to Margaret 
J. Cash; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom), 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. Seal 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2606) granting a pension to Frederic) 
Robertson; which was read twice by its title, and, with the « compa 
nying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (8. 2697) granting a pension to Caroline 
Norton; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany in. 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HARRIS introduced a bill (8. 2608) for the relief of the estate 
of Danijel Lake, deceased; which was read twice by its title, and, wit) 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

EMILY ©. STANNARD. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I present the memorial of nyse! 
as a citizen of Vermont, praying Congress to pass a bill granting a pen- 
sion of $100 a month to Mrs. Emily C. Stannard, the widow of the late 
General George J. Stannard, a brevet major-general and full brigadier- 
general of volunteers, whose conspicuous strategy and gallantry at 
Gettysburg turned the fortunes of war at that time, and who afterward 
at Harrison’s Landing, on the Potomac, in the operations before o1 
toward Richmond, lost an arm at the shoulder from a cannon-shot of 
the enemy, and who, after he came home, drew a pension at the rate of 
$48 a month. He was entirely broken up by his war service, and his 
widow and two grown-up daughters are left in very necessitous circum 
stances, the widow having been for many years a helpless invalid. 

I ask the Committee on Pensions therefore to give this matter very 
early consideration, for I think that among the volunteer soldiers of the 
war or among any soldiers of the war there was no man who did more 
for his country than General Stannard did, and notably on this occasion 
at Gettysburg, where I think, anda great many other people think, and 
nobody denies it, that his skill and readiness and quickness and ability 
and comprehension of the situation turned the tide of war when Pick 
ett’s division, I believe it was, charged upon the center and key of ow 
position. 

I myself knew this gentleman personally and intimately for twenty- 
five years, and therefore, testifying as a layman, I can say to the commit- 
tee and to the Senate that I know that his health was broken down by 
his service and by the loss of his arm at or near the shoulder, and that 
his death, which finally resulted here in a bumble position in the House 
of Representatives which his poverty compelled him to accept on the 
soldiers’ roll of doorkeepers, although it resulted immediately from pneu- 
monia from taking a cold within the week last past, terminated fatally 
only because of his weakened and enfeebled constitution occasioned by 
his military service. But whether it did or not, I think this is one of 
the cases where Congress may gratefully and gladly for such conspic- 
uous service as he rendered provide for the comfort during the remain- 
ing years of her life of his helpless and invalid widow. I ask thit the 
memorial be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now I ask leave to introduce a bill in accordance 
with the memorial. 

The bill (S. 2609) granting a pension to Emily C. Stannard, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. HAWLEY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Arnold A. Rand and Albert Ordway be taken 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Military Affair 
no adverse report having been made thereon. 


AMENDMENTS TO RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
Mr. BROWN and Mr. CALL submitted amendments intended to be 
by them respectively to the river and harbor appropriation 
bill; which were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordecre( 
to be printed. 


SUSPENSION OF PUBLIC-LAND LAWS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Chair lays before the Seuat the 
resolution submitted yesterday by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. !\- 
GALLS], which comes over under objection, and which wil! be reo". 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

That the of the Interior be, and is hereby, directed to 
queue ection tee Geneintagionn rof aw dendly prom  Ofice has, with 
of the Secretary of the Interior, issued a circular in the followins 
“ Cireular. 
“DEPARTMENT OF THE ieeemneg, Bement Laxp OFFIce 
oe ‘ash 


ington, D. O., June 2, 188%, 
“To registers and reccivers United States land offices: 
- : The repeal of the ‘pre-emption, timber-colture,’ and ‘dese'? 





A 








1886. 





Jana’ laws being now the subject of consideration by Congress, all applications 


to enter lands under said laws are hereby susperded from and after this date un- | 


til the Ist da of August, 1886,and you are hereby directed to receive no filings 
or new spplications for entry under said laws during said time. 
“WM. A. J. SPARKS, Commissioner. 


“L. Q. C. LAMAR, Secretary.” 

And if such circular has been issued, to inform the Senate by what act it is 
claimed that Congress has delegated to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, or to the Secretary of the Interior, or to those officers acting jointly, the 
power tosuspend by executive order the operation throughout the United States 
of the pre-emption, the timber-culture, and the desert-land acts,and to deny to 
citizens of the United States their rights under said statutes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution. 

Mr. BECK. Yesterday when that resolution came up, asthe REcoRD 
shows, I rose and said, ‘* I should like to have it lie over until to-mor- 
row.” I did not make that request because I desired to oppose the 
resolution or because I desired to smother any investigation that might 
be called for. On the contrary I desire that it be made as full as pos- 
sible, and I think that is the feeling of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Yesterday morning early, at 9 o’clock, I happened to meet the Sec- 

of the Interior, and he said to me that on reflection he thought 
the order was a mistake and that he would withdraw the assent he had 
given toit. I supposed that was done by 12 o’clock yesterday, but I 
was not sure at the time the resolution was offered, and therefore asked 
that it go over. I ascertained afterward that yesterday morning some 
time the Secretary did withdraw Ris assent from that order, and I un- 
derstand that it was rescinded very promptly yesterday so far as the Sec- 
retary could rescind it. 

I only desire to say now that the reason why I requested that the 
resolution lie over was because I was advised by the Secretary himself 
quite early yesterday morning that that would be the fact. I want the 
fullest investigation. I want to look into the matter, and to have the 
resolution pass. I only rose now to explain why I asked that the res- 
olution should go over yesterday morning. 

Mr. WALTHALL. The order referred to in the resolution sub- 
mitted by the honorable Senator from Kansas yesterday was revoked, 
and I hold in my hand a copy of the order of revocation. 

I chance to know that very soon after the issuance of that order the 
Secretary of the Interior came seriously to doubt the legal authority 
of the order and determined to revoke it. Yesterday, some hours be- 
fore the meeting of the Senate, I saw and read the original draught of 
the order of revocation. When the honorable Senator from Kansas 
submitted the resolution yesterday I was not absolutely certain that 
the order of revocation had been promulgated. If I had been, I should 
nome called attention to that fact at the time, though I supposed it 

Immediately after the resolution was introduced I communicated 
with the of the Interior and asked him to send mea copy of 
the order of revocation which I had seen some hours before. Soon af- 
terward in I received a copy of the order of revocation, which 
I will ask the Chief Clerk to read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The paper will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFrrice, 
Washington, D.C., June 4, 1886. 
To registers and receivers United States land offices : 

GENTLEMEN: Based upon satisfactory evidence that an unusual number of 
entries under the pre-emption, timber-culture, and desert-land laws are at this 
time being made anticipating the action of Congress repealing said laws, and 
pewreree feet precedents of this office and Department deemed to be in 

harmony therewith, the following order, approved by the Secretary, 
Therepeslofthne® a ay 1 d‘d lan 
~ ‘ pre-em i -culture,’ and ‘ desert-land’ laws bei 
now the subject of consideration by Congress, all applications to enter lands 
under said laws are hereby suspended from and after this date until the Ist da 
of August, 1886, and are directed to receive no filings or new eppil- 
cations for entry said laws during said time.” 


Now, in view of serious question as to the existence of sufficient absolute legal 
authority therefor, the same is hereby revoked 


WM. A. J. SPARKS, Commissioner. 


L. Q. CO. LAMAR, Secretary. 


Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the complaint is not that this order 
has been revoked, but that it was in the first place issued and then re- 
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office and re- 

by the Secretary of the Interior. 

revocation is an avowed justification of the original or- 
on the 2d day of June. It declares that it followed ‘‘nu- 
precedents’ of the office, and that the Department deemed 
precedents ‘‘to be in substantial harmony therewith,’’ and closes 
stating in mild phrase that, ‘‘in view of serious question as to the 

c e it absolute legal authority therefor, the same is 


“ Approved. 


le 


I that in the Department of the Interior there is not and never 
has been any precedent in substantial harmony with the order of the 
2d day of June issued by the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
If the of ior had contented himself with withdraw- 


the 
of the order of the 2d of June, t}\at would have been 
; but when he bases his withdrawal upona_ tatement that seems 
the original order I feel called upon to vay that his reasons 
are not satisfactory. 


erae 
i 


- 
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The Constitution of the United States makes it the duty of the Pres- 
ident of the United States to ‘‘ take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed.'? The President of the United States is responsible for the 
acts of his subordinate executive officers. While I do not assume that 
President Cleveland on the 2d day of June, or at any day since the 2d 
day of June, has been in a condition either to approve or disapprove of 
the act of this subordinate, and while I exonerate the Secretary of the 
Interior from any active intervention in this matter, the radical diffi- 
culty lies in the fact that the Executive has placed vast national inter- 
ests in the hands of subordinate officers who assume, not to see that the 
laws are faithfully executed, but that valid and subsisting laws of the 
United States are suspended over a vast area of the public domain, and 
that many thousands of the citizens of this country are denied their 
rights under statutes of the United States. 

The advent of the Commissioner of the General Land Office into his 
position was signalized by the immediate suspension of one hundred 
and twenty-six thousand entries of public lands on the domain of the 
United States. He assumed that every one of those claimants under 
the homestead, pre-emption, timber-culture, and desert-land acts was 
engaged in a fraudulent attempt to rob and plunder the United States. 
He suspended those entries in mass and directed that patents should 
not issue, and thereafter sent out a vast horde of inquisitors and spies 
instructed to find evidence to support his suspicions that frauds were 
being perpetrated. 

Up to this time that same policy has been pursued, and so great has 
been the injustice, the hardship, and the oppression, that the Secretary 
of the Interior has already been called upon to revoke several prior or- 
ders of the Commissioner of the General Land Office upon the ground 
that they were not consonant with precedent nor warranted by the evi- 
dence presented. 

The Commissioner has lately made a report in response to a resolu- 
tion offered by my colleague [Mr. PLUMB] on the 16th day of February, 
‘requesting information as to the number of special agents employed 
by the Department,’’ from which I read. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What document are you reading from, please ? 

Mr. INGALLS. I read from a letter addressed by the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to the Secretary of the Interior on the 6th 
day of May, 1886. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the document stated to be on the out- 
side? 

Mr. BECK. What is the number? 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the number of the document? 

Mr. INGALLS. Ido not read from the print of an executive doc- 
ument. Iam reading the report that the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office made to the Secretary of the Interior in response to a Sen- 
ate resolution. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to know whether it is a private 
paper or a paper published by the authority of the Senate. If itisa 
report it is a report of such a number, and so if it is an executive docu- 
ment or a Senate document. 

Mr. INGALLS. If the Senator denies the authenticity of the doc- 
ument from which I read, or suspects that in any way whatever I shall 
tamper with the text of the Commissioner’s letter, let him send to the 
document-room and obtain the report, which is already in print, and 
verify my reading. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator yield? 

Mr. TELLER (handing a document to Mr. INGALLS). Here is the 
Senate print of the document. 

Mr.INGALLS. Itis Executive Document No. 134, Forty-ninth Con- 
gress, first session. 

The Commissioner states: 

There were, on February 16, 1886, 31,583 final entries requiring examination 
by the board of review. Of this number about 8,000 were final homestead en- 
tries. The operations of the board have heretofore been confined principally to 


final homesteads, and of this class it has been found necesgary to direct the in- 
vestigation by special agents of about 37 per cent. of the cases examined. 


He proceeds: 


There are now in the service 34 agents of this class, and at the rate of exam- 
ination stated above, namely, 9 per month for each agent, the 18,000 entries could 
hardly be examined by them in less than 5 years. 


Therefore upon asuspicion that all these entries are fraudulent, upon 
@ surmise that all homestead settlers on the public domain of the United 
States are engaged in a combined effort to plunder and depredate, the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office has suspended them en masse, 
and proceeds to send out acorps of inquisitors to verify his suspicions, 
and declares that before he can get through with the cases that are now 
upon the list, to say nothing about those that are to be entered here- 
alter, five years at least will have expired. 

Mr. President, my mails come to me burdened with complaints and 
lamentations of an afflicted people. I had this morning two letters 
from homestead settlers in one of the northwestern countiesin my own 
State. One of them, a stranger, said to me that he had taken a home- 
stead upon the public lands in the Oberlin land district; that he had 
made permanent, lasting,and valuable improvements thereon; that his 
family were living there; that he had broken thesod for planting corn 
and grain; and being without money to support his family while his 
crop was growing ke went away from the homestead every Monday 
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morning to an adjoining town, and there he worked as an artisan at | to be taken to prevent a repetition of an assumption of authority js it 
day wages until Saturday night, when he returned to his family upon | has grown into a practice. Until the answer comes in, however | ~),,)) 
his homestead; and that claim has been reported for cancellation for a | not say anything further in regard to the matter. hal! 


violation of the public-land lawsof the United States upon the report 
made by these hired agents of the Interior Department sent out to 
verify the suspicions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
that this settler isattempting to perpetrate a fraud upon the homestead 
system of the United States because he has not continuously resided 
thereon for the period required by law. 

I had another letter not long since from a clergyman, a classmate of 
mine in college thirty years ago, a hamble, God-fearing man, who for 
that long interval has been engaged in preaching the gospel as a minis- 
ter in the Methodist Church. He went into Dakota to locate a home- 
stead. He left his family there upon his acres. He built a home for 
them. His whole family was there. He had made the necessary im- 
provement upon the land that he occupied, and day by day and week 
by week he went off into the neighboring towns and villages for the 
purpose of preaching the gospel; but one of these paid agents of the In- 
terior Department, because this man had not lived continuously on his 
homestead every day and every week and every month of the year, re- 
ported his entry for cancellation. 

I am notcomplaining of the President of the United States; I am not 
complaining of the Secretary of the Interior, who I doubt not has been 
imposed upon, whose action was improvident, whose instincts are just, 
whose sympathies can not be with this man who prefers indictments 
against entire communities. My complaint, sir, is with the agency 
that is administering this system in opposition to the interests of a great 
many thousand of my constituents and a great many thousand other 
honest and industrious people who are endeavoring to build communi- 
ties and States upon the plains of the West —men who have conquered 
the frontier and obliterated the desert, who are our friends, our rela- 
tives, our kinsmen, who are not aliens nor enemies, and who are as 
incapable of committing fraud or depredation upon the public domain 
as any of those who now hear me. 

In their name I feel called upon to say that no greater invasion of 
public right, of constitutional law, of the prerogatives of freemen was 
ever committed in any age orin any time than this order of the 2d day 
of June, 1886, suspending the operation of valid and subsisting lawsof 
the United States. It is an offense which, had it been committed by 
the Secretary of the Interior and sanctioned by the President of the 
United States, would have justified their impeachment and removal 
from office. 

I am very glad, indeed, that the Secretary of the Interior has seen fit 
early and promptly to disavow it, and I regret that his disavowal has 
been accompanied by an apparent justification which is not warranted 
by the facts, and which was intended, I fear, as an aspersion upon the 
administration of that Department by his predecessor. 

Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President, I desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to the bill reported by the Committee on Public Lands, and 

1 by the Senate at the last Congress, ‘‘to repeal all laws provid- 
ing for the pre-emption of the public lands and the laws allowing en- 
tries for timber culture.’’ On the motion of the Senator from Kansas 
[Mr. INGALLs}, I think, there was inserted in that bill a proviso that 
the repeal of the pre-emption law should not “‘affect any valid rights 
heretofore accrued or accruing under said laws, but all bona fide claims 
lawfully initiated before the Ist day of July, 1885, may be perfected, 
upon due compliance with the law.’’ The same provision in substance 
was inserted in the section repealing the timber-culture act. 

The same proposition is contained in the bill which was reported by 
the Senate Committee on Public Lands at the present session to 
those acts. The ist day of July, 1886, is fixed as the date at which the 
repeal of these laws is to take effect. If the idea is carried out, as we 
are now approaching that date so nearly, it will be necessary to still 
further extend the time. But so far as the Senate is concerned there 
has been no propbsition to cut off pre-emption settlers by the repeal of 
the law without giving an opportunity to do so to those who are mak- 
ing preparations to take up land, 

Mr. BECK. I stated a few minutes ago that the Secretary of the 
Interior, observing no doubt that I had made objection to the considera- 
tion of the resolution, has advised me that he not only did not desire 
that I should oppose it, but in substance he has said—and I received 
this in the last minute—that he desired every facility to be given to 
the passage of the resolution and desired the fullest inquiry possible 
in regard to the subject, so that the causes which led to the order and 
the object in view should all be fully explained. 

I only rose to say that in addition to the action of the Secretary of 
the Interior in rescinding the order promptly yesterday he now advises 
me that he desires that we shall pass promptly the resolution and then 
whatever of precedents there may be of course will be given in his 
answer. 

I believe that the order issued on the 2d day of June was without 
authority of law, and I am very that the Secretary of the Interior 
rescinded it as promptly as he did; but now, since the resolution will 
be passed, I hope by unanimous consent, as it sets forth the 
facts so as to obtain whatever may have been the of the office, 
perhaps it would be as well then to see whether some action ought not 


Mr. TELLER. It is very certain that there can be no preeeiy,; 
this order. I will venture to make the assertion now that no precmdjens 
can be found in the history of this Government for the order of J), 
2, 1886. 

I have no disposition myself to criticise any official. I know eo) 
thing of the duties of the Secretary of the Interior. I know « 
thing of the temperand disposition of the present Secretary, {i \), 
I have the highest possible regard. I know very wel! how the Se, 
tary of the Interior could be induced to approve such an order 4 ¢) 
without any observation or thought upon the subject. With the my) 
tiplicity of duties placed upon the Secretary of the Interior, it is ))),\,. 
ically impossible thathe should investigate and study every order t)\.} 
he signs. It is a fact that if the Secretary of the Interior wou\q 
himself at his table at 9 o’clock in the morning he could jot 
o’clock in the evening have read all the papers that are present 
his si, 

So it is physically impossible, I say, that he should study all these 
mattersand know of them: He must rely upon his subordinate , 
cers. He must rely upon the Commissioner of the General Land 09) 
for land matters, he must rely upon the Commissioner of Patents { 
patents, and he is justified in supposing that a man who is compete 
to fill such a position knows what he presents for his signature. | 
majority of cases the signature is given without reading or withou 
thought, and sometimes even without having the purpose stated. 

I have not any idea that the present Secretary of the Interior would 
for a moment assume that the right existed in any public officer, big 
or little, no matter how commanding his position might be, to suspend 
a statute unless there was a positive statutory permission to do so 

I have no criticism to make upon the Secretary of the Interior, and 
do not intend to make any. I think he did well in promptly rescind- 
ingtheorder. I only regret that, probably for the purpose of relieving 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, he should allow his ap- 
proval to a statement that is calculated to mislead the public and seri- 
ously to reflect not simply upon that Department of the Government 
but to reflect seriously upon the administration of government in the 
United States, by an assertion that it can be supposed to be a serious 
question whether it is within the power of any living man to suspend 
a statute unless he can find the clear and positive direction of law 

Mr. President, this is a country of law. This is a country where 
every Official has his duties defined to him, and the distinction between 
the legislative department of the Government and the executive and 
the judicial departments is so clearly marked and so distinct that there 
ought to be no possible danger of misunderstanding. If this can be done 
in this case, every other statute may be nullified. 

I venture to say that the Secretary of the Interior will not contend 
that there are precedents, nor will he contend that there ought to he 
authority of that kind. There is not in that Department—and I only 
speak as to that—anything which can possibly be tortured into an «\- 
cuse for the order of June 2, 1886. There is nothing that is analogius 
to it, and nothing will come here from the Department to show that 
any officer of that Department at any time has ever undertaken |iit!i- 
erto to suspend a statute, to deny to the citizen a right given to him !y 
the very plain and explicit terms of the law, a privilege that forty-ciy!t 
thousand of the citizens exercised last year under one statute alone—thic 
right to file their pre-emptions. Under existing law the settler is re- 
quired first to e his settlement. Having made his settlement, he 
is then required within a given time—in some cases thirty days, ani 
in some ninety—to go to the land office and file. Otherwise the lai 
is open to the next occupant, the next taker. He isrequired also within 
three months to prove up the actual residence upon the land. Other- 
wise it is open to the next taker. 

If the Commissioner of the General Land Office can suspend a statute 
for two months, he may for twelve; if he can for twelve he may for 
twenty-four; and he may thus put it out of the power of the settler to 
initiate his claim as the law requires he should, or to complete !i's 
claim as the law requires that he should, and thus he would be (- 
prived of his —, rights by an order of the Commissioner of t!e 


Mr. President, there may be frauds, there are frauds being commit! 
in this office as we know from the reports of the Commissioner for ‘+ 
last five years: but it would be better that all the frauds which hav e 
been practiced should be duplicated and doubled than that the setter 
who has gone out on the public lands should be deprived of the priviic-° 
of making his title as the law requires that he should, for the law r- 
quires tk .t heshall if he expects to make his title—it is not q privil«-" 
given to him—go and file; he must file if he is to make his title. 

Now, sir, I have no intention to reflect upon anybody, and I th: 
if it had not been for the words in Sa en it es 
to be in harmony with the precedents Department I shou! 
have said nothing. I know that it is delicate to interfere with «0 
Executive Department by this body, and I am not very much in love 
with resolutions calling upon the different Departments for informa'')) 
except in clear cases; but I did think that such an order as this actu" 
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ally suspending three statutes for two months was such an extraordi- 
nary proceeding that it would not do for the legislative department to 
overlook it. 


retary that there is very grave doubt, to say no more, as to the legal 
authority for the issuance of the order recited in the resolution; but 


} as it has been stated very broadly and very unqualifiedly that there 


Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, I would thank the President to | are no precedents for the issuance of such an order, I desire to say that 


have the resolution read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be again read. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, directed to in- 
form the Senate whether the Commissioner of the General Land Office has, with 
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, issued a circular in the following 


words: 
“ Circular. 
“DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
** Washington, D. C., June 2, 1836. 
“ To registers and receivers Uniled States land offices : 

“ GenTLemEN: The repeal of the ‘ pre-emption, timber-culture,’ and ‘ desert- 
land’ laws being now the subject of consideration by Congress, all applications 
to enter lands under said laws are hereby suspended from and after this date 
until the Istday of August, 1886, and you are hereby directed to receive no filings 
or new applications for entry under said laws during said time. 

“WM. A. J. SPARKS, Commissioner. 


“L. Q. C, LAMAR, Secretary.” 

And if such ciroular has been issued to inform the Senate by what act it is 
claimed that has delegated to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, or to the Secretary of the Interior, or to those officers acting jointly, the 
power to suspend by executive order the operation throughout the United States 
of the pre-emption, the timber-culture, and the desert-land acts, and to deny to 
citizens of the United States their rights under said statutes, 

Mr. COCKRELL. That resolution has never passed as yet. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has not yet passed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is up for consideration and action ? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is pending now. 

Mr. COCKRELL. A resolution asking for information whether cer- 
tain things have been done, and, if so, why they have been done. I 
was not here when the resolution was introduced yesterday, and I was 
not here when it was called up this morning, but I have heard that 
there was a circular presented by the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
WALTHALL] which was read. I would thank the Secretary to read 
that. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read the cir- 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
We , D.C., Fune 4, 1836. 


“ Approved. 


E 


Registers and receivers Uniled States land offices: 

GENTLEMEN: Based upon satisfactory evidence that an unusual number of 
entries under the pre-emption, timber-culture, and desert-land laws are at this 
time being made, anticipating the action of ae repealing said laws, and 
following numerous emg pa — office = Department deemed to be in 
substantial harmony rewi lollowing order, approved by the Secretary, 
the 2d instant issued to you: 7 wae . - 

repeal of the ‘ pre-emption,’ ‘timber-culture,’ and ‘desert-land’ laws 

now the subject of consideration by Congress, all applications to enter 

under said laws are hereby suspended from and after this date until the 

y of A 1886, and you are hereby directed to receive no filings or new 
ns for entry under said laws during said time.” 


in view of serious question as to the existence of sufficient absolute legal 
authority therefor, the same is bevel revoked. e 


ti ILLIAM A. J. SPARKS, Commissioner. 


L. Q. C. LAMAR, Secretary. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Has that been communicated formally to the Sen- 
ate by the Secretary of the Interior? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has not been. 

Mr. WALTHALL. It has not been otherwise than through me. I 
do not know that the Secretary, until the resolution passes, is in any 
position to communicate officially with the Senate on-the subject. I 
can state that the order has been promulgated, and was yesterday tele- 
graphed to the various land offices. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I want simply to get at the situation. 


“ 


if 


Ist 


e 


Mr. WALTHALL. The circular was presented by me. I stated 
while the Senator was out that I happened to know that very soon after 
the order complained of and referred to in the resolution of the Senator | 


from Kansas had been issued the Secretary of the Interior came to 
doubt seriously as to the legal authority for that order without refer- 


ence to the matter of precedents, and that he had determined to revoke 
it; and that 


original draught of the order revoking it, and had a conversation with 
the Secretary on the subject. I learned from him that there was very 
great doubt as to the legality of it, and he had determined to revoke it, 
its might be. Yesterday, when the resolution 
ee | ene 
been promulgated, I sent to the Secretary of 
the Interior, after the resolution was introduced, a copy of the resolu- 
tion and asked him to send me the order which I had seen in his posses- 
sion an hour ortwo before, and this which has just been read came to me 
in to that request. 
lam up, if the Senator from Missouri will allow me, I would 
like to add a word which perhaps had better be said pending this in- 


Mr. COCKRELL. I yield to the Senator from Mississippi. 
Mr. WALTHALL. I agree with the conclusion reached by the Sec- 


in failing to take issue with that statement at this timeI do not wish 


| to be understood as agreeing to the correctness of that statement. It 


is probable that precedents in cases somewhat analogous in the past 
history of that Department may be produced; and the fact that it is 
not done at this time I do not desire to be taken as evidence of the fact 
that we concede the correctness of the statement that there are no such 
precedents in the Department. 

I make no reference to the precedents at this time for the simple rea- 
son that we are all anxious that the resolution should pass, and as the 
Senato: from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] has already said he has been re- 
quested by the Secretary of the Interior to facilitate its passage, and I 
suppose, as it calls for a report, when the report comes in those prece- 
dents will be referred to at that time and that that will be the proper 
time to discuss them. I make no reference to the precedents now. 

Mr. COCKRELL. When I came out of the committee-room on Ap- 
propriations this morning into the Senate Chamber I found the Sena- 
tor from Kansas discussing some resolutions. I walked to the Secre- 
tary’s desk and discovered that resolution and did not know of any 
explanation that had been made by the Senator from Mississippi and did 
not know that there had been any response tothe resolution. | inquired 
particularly if the resolution had been passed, and I saw it was onlya 
resolution of inquiry, and when the Senator from Kansas commenced 
reading from a document which I supposed was a public document 
necessarily, I asked a question as to what the document was, because I 
had seen no report. If the Secretary had made a report in response to 
the resolution, as a matter of course I desired to see it. 

Now, Mr. President, it is a very strange speech that the Senator from 
Kansas should have made upon a simple resolution asking for informa- 
tion. It is unusual that a Senator shall introduce a resolution calling 
upon a Department for information and to know if a certain act has 
been done why the act has been done, and then make a speech denounc- 
ing the act and proclaiming that there can be no reason for it. 

A great deal has been said in regard to these land entries. That ques- 
tion is not now before the Senate upon this resolution. The question 
whether the Commissioner of the General Land Office or the Secretary 
of the Interior has followed the law or not is not before the Senate 
upon this resolution. The question on this resolution is whether the 
Senate will call upon the Secretary to inform this body whether that 
order was issued, and, ifso, why. That isthe question. It isa legiti- 
mate question, and I am heartily in favor of it; but why an attack 
should have been made upon the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office and upon the Secretary of the Interior is more than I can con- 
ceive. It may have been inspired by that gallant, chivalrous, invin- 
cible character and disposition of the distinguished war chief from Kan- 
sas. It may have been prompted by the same feeling that inspired the 
attack upon the crippled, disabled, and limp soldier at the head of the 
Pension Office—— 

Mr. INGALLS. Totally disabled, mentally and physically. 

Mr. COCKRELL. When he was not here in the Senate Chamber and 
was unable to respond. I can only attribute to that same fearless and 
dauntiless spirit of the war chief from Kansas this attack upon Commis- 
sioner Sparks. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, as one member of the Senate I wish to 
say that I think there is no warrant for this attack upon the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. It may be that this action may 
have been taken without the intent of suspending a statute of the 
United States. The statute gives the right to the citizen to make pre- 
emption and timber-culture entries, but the means by which it is to be 
done and the regulation of the matter is within the Interior Depart- 
ment, and very often entries are suspended for cause. Congress ses- 
sion after session under the recommendation of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, in considering questions of fraudulent entries, especially in 
timber-culture cases which have been reported and urged upon the 
Senate, time and again suspends action. Whether there was a suffi- 
cient cause for suspending these applications remains to be seen. The 
suspension is not of the right to enter, but of the immediate consider- 
ation of the cases, which is a very different thing from suspending the 
operation of a statute. 

Again, there is no reason to impeach the honesty or the zeal in the 
public servicé of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. There 
has been no fact stated by the Senator from Kansas which can be the 
foundation of such an impeachment as that. 

I wish for one to say that, while there may be many things in which 
my judgment would differ from that of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, I think the country recognizes that in the endeavor 
to prevent fraudulent entries to the detriment of the people of the 
United States who wish to obtain homes upon the publie lands he has 
discharged his duty and earned the commendation of the people to a 
large extent. I know in my own State the people who desire to have 
homes upon the publie land have been injured by the lax administra- 
tion of that Department; and while I do justice to the distinguished 
Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER] and to his zeal in the public 
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service while he was Secretary of the Interior, I have reason to know 
that there were frauds committed in the administration of that Depart- 
ment which did require of the present Commissioner and would have 
required of the former Secretary if he had remained in office the dili- 
gent and zealous exercise of the powers intrusted to him in the interest 
of the people who ought to have the right to have homes upon the pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, the Senator from Florida says that 
he knows there have been frauds perpetrated in the past. I suppose he 
will not deny that they are being perpetrated at this time. It is be- 
cause, a8 I understand this explanation, frauds are being now perpe- 
trated that the Commissioner got up this circular. 

The honorable Senator says perhaps nobody will apply. The Com- 


missioner says the people are applying in unusual numbers to enter 
lands. 


Mr. CALL. No, I did not say that. 
Mr. TELLER. The Commissioner says that. 
Mr. CALL. I did not say it was because no one was applying. I 


say you may suspend an application without suspending the statute; 
and I say it has been the custom of the Department always for cause 
to suspend applications. 

Mr. TELLER. If the Senator from Florida is not able to distinguish 
between the suspension of a claim that is already initiated for the pur- 
pose of enabling the Department to determine whether it was properly 
initiated and whether it has been properly proceeded with after it was 
initiated, and an order which declines to allow a settler to initiate his 
claim at all, it will be impossible for me or anybod~ else to enlighten 
him upon that subject. Surely such aquestion as that needs not to be 
discussed in the American Senate. The suspension of a claim and the 
reservation of the land from settlement are entirely different things 
from denying to the settler the provision given him by the plain words 
of the statute. 

I did not speak unadvisedly when I said that there will be no prec- 
edent produced here, and it will be to the credit of the Democratic 


party if they stand up and admit that if there had been a precedent of 


that kind it would be no justification for this order. If there were a 
thousand precedents they would be no justification for it. It is for- 
bidding the settler to go before the Department and initiate his claim 
in the way that the statute declares he must within a certain time or 
forfeit his right to the lands. 

I am making no attack uponanybody. Iam making noattack upon 
the Secretary; and none has been made upon him this morning that I 
know of. lam making no attack upon the Commissioner. I do not 
doubt his zeal in the interest of the public service. I doubt his judg- 
ment. 
the nation ought never to have found its way to the files of any admin- 
istration of any Department of the Government. It may seem to the 
Senator from Florida that the declaration by the executive department 
of the Government of a right to nullify statutes is a matter of no great 
eoncern. There has been a time when an assertion of that kind in this 
country would have made a revolution. There has been a time when 
nobody on this floor would have been found to excuse it upon the ground 
of precedent or anything else. And it would be to the credit of the 
Interior Department to-day to say that it was an inadvertence; that it 
escaped the observation of the proper officers of the Government; and 
that is what I hgye no doubt was the actual fact. 

I am not claim’ng—it is not possible that the head of that Department 
would seriously contemplate that he or anybody had the right to nul- 
lify a statute. I said when I spoke before that I had not any doubt 
that his attention was not called to this order before its issuance. From 
what I regard good authority I understand that the minute his atten- 
tion was called to the effect of the order he determined in his own mind 
that it was improperly made and that it ought to be revoked, and pro- 
ceeded as hastily as he could to revoke it on the following day. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Colorado will allow mea word. I 
said a while ago that I desired the a of this resolution and hoped 
it would be unanimously adopted. ile I did not have in my hands 
any precedent to warrant this character of action when I spoke, I tel- 
ephoned at once at 12 0’clock and have just received a paper containing 
what purports to be quite a number of precedents. 0 not say that 
they are correct, but they are here, and while I do not want to go into 
them now, I would like that just one of importance be read. 

Mr. TELLER. Certainly. 

Mr. BECK. I am not going to quote any of them but one: 

In addition to the —er , withdrawal of indemnity lands where no with- 
—= were Se Bnd pase Seas made from time to time ome 
drawals of this character, covering many millions of acres, have been made for 
about seventy The largest withdrawals of thie class are thoee for the 
Northern Pacific Railroad Company, which were made at various dates between 
1871 and 1884, and arestill maintained, Said withdrawals were from ; loca- 
tion, entry, and claim of any kind, and embraced at least ten or twelve millions 
of acres, including unsurveyed as well as surveyed lands. 
Dakota alone about two million four hundred thousand acres of ity lands 
are withdrawn, while the records of the General Land Office show that the losses 
within the granted limits in said Territory do notexceed thirty thousand acres. 

Then a number of others are taken up which I do not propose to pre- 
sent now. I have received this hurriedly prepared statement. 
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It does seem to me thatan order of that kind for the credit of 


ing. 


is correct, and yet he may be mistaken in his 
clare to the Senate as often as he will, but I 





In the Territory of 
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Mr. TELLER. There is not the slightest analogy between the ac. 
tion of the Department in withdrawing lands from the operation of the 
pre-emption laws and the present action of the Department of June 0 
1886. The right of the executive department to withdraw land from 
settlement is a right recognized by the Supreme Court many years 
ago, but it must be for a specific purpose and not generally. ‘The Su- 
preme Court settled it years ago, and I have a case in my desk w hich 
if it was worth while to go into it this morning I could cite. That j. 
one of the rights which the President exercises independent of any 
statute except inferentially. The Supreme Court refers to the fact that 
in 1830 the first pre-emption law provided that all lands should be sy}. 


ject to pre-emption except such as were reserved by the President, and 


the act of 1841 contains a similar provision not quite s0 plain and so 
explicit; and under those laws the Supreme Court of the United States 
has held that the President might withdraw lands from the operation 
of the law, but they must bespecifically designated and the withdrawal] 
must be for a specific purpose. 

Here is a direction to public officers, the register and receiver, to de- 
cline to execute a duty which is imposed upon them by law. It is a 
direction to them to decline to execute the law which they are sworn 
to execute, and it is an inhibition upon the settler from making his 
application or me up after he has made the application. 

I knew that what just been read would be substantially what 
would come here if anything came at all in the way of defense in the 
shape of precedent; and that is the nearest they can get to it, that land 
has been withdrawn from the operation of the settlement laws for the 
purpose of enabling a railroad company to take the lands granted to 
it, land which the Attorney-General declared it took in presenti in the 
first instance if it was within the grant, and in the next it took by selec- 
tion if it was within the indemnity limits. 

Mr. President, allusion has been made to the fact that a large area 
of country was withdrawn for railroads. I did not intend to go into 
any general discussion, but I should like to say just a word on that 
subject. 

In the very early history of legislative grants, which commenced in 
1839, or indeed in 1827, when grants were made for canals, railroads, 
and other purposes, the Department invariably withdrew the land at 
once without waiting for the definite line of location. That was done 
for many years. When Mr. Hendricks was Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office the records will show that he withdrew from the op- 
eration of the settlement laws lands that had not yet been granted to 
any railroad company, in view of the fact that a bill was pending mak- 
ing the grant, and in another case on the same day that the act passed, 
without any definite location. But that right of reservation is an en- 
tirely different right from the one sought to be exercised in this order 
of June 2, and there is no analogy between the two. I shall be ready 
to meet any alleged precedent when it comes here. I repeat, not only 
for the administration that I was connected with, but for all time, even 
under Democratic administrations that preceded the war, none of them 
ever attempted to do this thing, and I do not believe now that the head 
of the Department will sit down seriously and send us anything justi- 
fying him in an attempt to nullify a statute. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I do not desire to discuss this question 
at all, nor did I intend to make any imputation upon any one in ref- 
erence to the discharge of his duties connected with the public lands, 
but simply as one member of the Senate I rose to say a word in defense 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office against what I conceive 
to be an improper imputation upon him without any facts which would 


justify such a charge as has been made. 


Now the Senator from Colorado says it is possible to make a dis- 
tinction. I wish tosay that is no argument, that is no method of reason- 
It gives no dignity or force to a man to assail another one, but, as 
the ] state, it is an evidence of weakness to in a reflec- 
tion upon another. The Senator from Colorado may feel sure that he 

ition. He may de- 
not make an impu- 
tation on him that he is deficient in intellectual capacity or intelli- 


Mr. TELLER. The Senator certainly misunderstood what | said. 


I said if the Senator himself could not draw the distinction between the 
cases I could notsay anything that would enable him todo so. ‘That's 
I did not say the Senator could not do it. 

Mr. CALL. Very well; the imputation rests; and all I wish to say 
is that it adds to the force of the argument. 

The instance cited by the Senator from Kentucky involves the prin- 
ciple of a control over the provisions of an act of Congress to some ex- 
tent, not to deny but to suspend operations under it for the moment. 
Thecause why, the justification of it, isanother and a different question. 
The act of Congress confers rights, but it leaves the machinery, the mole 
by which those rights are to be attained, within the power of the ln- 


terior Department; and that general tion is one which may not 
be denied, for I have the act here, it sim 


y cunfers the naked right 
and does not the method by which right shall be exerted, 
and that canine eeaennly tals So be enseiont ce. 
ae Department wi control 0 
Department. and again cases have been suspended, even in the 








1886. 


—_— 


initiation, as was done in the withholding of railroad lands, because every 
each reservation is the withholding of land from the right of pre-emp- 
tion and of homestead positively guaranteed under the law to evety cit- 
izen. Therefore I say there is no question here of a claim of power in 
the Executive Department to suspend a statute, and the question is not 
in any way affected by the statute. 

Mr. WALTHALL. I should like to ask the Senator from Colorado 
a question for my own information, knowing that he is entirely familiar 
with everything connected with the Department of the Interior. Did I 
und the Senator to say that there was no precedent in that De- 

ment for the withdrawal of lands to prevent them from being en- 
tered pending a bill making a disposition of those lands but before the 
of that bill? 

Mr. TELLER. Oh, no, Mr. President, I did not say that. 

Mr. WALTHALL. Is not that the fact? 

Mr. TELLER. I said that there was a precedent for the withdrawal 
of lands. lLinstanced the fact that Mr. Hendricks, when Commissioner 
of the General Land Office did not wait until the act became a law, 
but he withdrew the land before. He withdrew it by telegraph in one 
instance. That is a very different thing, He designated what lands 
should be withdrawn. 

Mr. WALTHALL. Still he withdrew the lands pending the passage 
of the bill and before the bill had become a law. 

Mr. TELLER. He did that. That never has been done since 1861. 

Mr. WALTHALL. Had it not been repeatedly done before ? 

Mr. TELLER. It had been done several times before. 

Mr. WALTHALL. That is what I wanted to know, because those 

ents, if we wished to go into the discussion of that subject now 
which seems to me to be premature), bear on the matter. 

Mr. TELLER. When the time comes I shall be prepared to go into 
that matter. I am quite ready to discuss it at any time with the Sen- 








ater. 

Mr. GEORGE. I desire to ask the Senator from Colorado a question 
also for my information and for the information of the country. I have 
heard, and I want to know whether my information is correct, that 
wader the timber-culture act and pre-emption act so many frauds are 
being perpetrated on the Government and upon those laws that the 
Department of the Interior and the General Land Office for some years 
have been in favor of repealing those laws. Is that the fact or not? 

Mr. TELLER. I will say that the records of the Government show 
that at least for the last five years the Commissioner has, with the ap- 
nroval of the Secretary, recommended the repeal of the pre-emption and 
iimber-culture laws. 

Mr. GEORGE. Upon the ground that they were being abused and 
that fraudulent entries were being made under them? 

Mr. TELLER. Partially for that reason, So far as I may be al- 
lowed to speak for myself, I would say that I have had for many years 
an idea that no lands ought to be parted with by the Government ex- 
cept the desert lands, which stand upon a different footing—that no lands 
upon which a pre-emption claim can be initiated ought to be parted 
with except under the homstead law; and very early after my advent 
into this body I introduced a bill to that effect. When the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office complained to me as Secretary that 
great frandg were being perpetrated, that together with the fact that I 
had been for several years hostile to the law, believing that it was fre- 
quently abused, not always, I recommended the repeal, as I think, 
though Iam not quite certain, that my predecessor had before me. 

Mr. GEORGE. In administration circles, especially in the Interior 
Department, is it not a fact well recognized and well understood that 
these two laws, the timber-culture law and the pre-emption law, are so 
frequently perverted by fraudulent means from the purposes for which 
the acts were passed that it has been the opinion and judgement of that 
Department for five years that they ought to be repealed. I would 
like the Senator to answer that question. 

Mr. TELLER. I think I have answered that question. 

INGALLS. May I make a suggestion? I understand it is the 
opinion in the Cabinet and in administration circles that the contin- 
is 


& 


ued coinage of the silver dollar is a fraud on the finances of this coun- 
try and is hostile to its best interests. Would that justify the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury in directing the suspension of the coinage of the 
silver dollar? 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, one thing at a time. 
Mr. INGALLS. Yes. 

Mr. GEORGE. We are on this question now, and I should like to 
have an answer to the inquiry I have propounded to the Senator from 


Mr. eres If the Senator is not satisfied with my answer I will 


san GEORGE. Very well; if you are satisfied with it lam. That 


ent, TELLER. The Commissioner of the General Land Office sev- 


recommended, and I believe in each instance with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary, the repeal of the pre-emption law. Whether it 
Was wholly and because of frauds I am not quite p' to 
Tae have been ed under it nobody doubts. 


Senate are full of the reports sent here by the late Sec- 
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retary of the Interior calling the attention of the Senate to the neces- 
sity of either a repeal or a modification of the pre-emption and timber- 
culture laws; but the Department never entertained an opinion at any 
time that it had the power to suspend the execution of those laws, hos- 
tile as the Secretary was to them; hostile as ine had been for years on 
the record while he was in the Senate as a member of it, and every- 
where else. He never supposed for a moment that he had the right to 
say toaman, ‘* Youcan notinitiate your claim, you can not start in under 
this law, whether you are a dona fide ora dishonest pre-emptor.’’ The 
right to file was one given by statute, and it could not be denied as long 
as the land was in the category of land open tosettlement; it could not 
be denied by any Department of the Government; and the files will 
show that the Secretary said repeatediy we are unable tc cure these 
frauds and prevent them, and we are unable to detect all the frandu- 
lent entries; there is no machinery under the law to do it; and there- 
fore the law itself ought to be repealed. There was no attempt at nulli- 
fication. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, then ‘‘the head and front’’ of the 
‘“‘offending’’ of the Commissioner of the General Land Office is this, as 
I understand, that he may have committed a technical violation of law, 
and this violation, if it be a violation, was in favor of preserving the 
rights of the Government and the people of the United States to the 
public domain against fraudulent entries. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I wish simply to correct the Senator from Colo- 
rado in regard to the withdrawal of lands. He said that none were 
withdrawn after 1860. I think he will find that withdrawals were 
made beginning in 1854 and continuing up to 1866 in regard to land 
grants. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution has passed. 

Mr. TELLER. TheSenator misunderstood me. I did notsay with- 
drawals were not made, but they were not made until the statutes 


is on the adoption of 


passed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. They were in anticipation of the passage of the 
acts. 

Mr. TELLER. I think not. 


IIOUSE PENSION BILLS. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 1649) granting a pension to Powbe H. Meech; 

A bill (H. R. 4407) granting a pension to Christopher C. White; 

A bill (H. R. 6087} granting a pension to Patrick Murphy; 

A bill (H. R. 7163) granting a pension to Peter Adams; 

A bill (H. R. 7221) granting a pension to Thomas B. Walsh; and 

A bill (H. R. 8333) granting a pension to Lucinda Sawyer. 

The above six pension bills were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


BUITER AND OLEOMARGARINE. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate a 
bill from the House of Representatives. 

The bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also imposing a tax upon and 
regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleo- 
margarine, was read twice by its title. 

Mr. MORRILL. In the absence of the Senator from New York 
[Mr. MILLER], who takes a deep interest in this bill, I move that it 
lie on the table for the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BLAIR. I move that the Senate now proceed to the considera- 
tion of special pension bills favorably reported and not oujected to. 

Mr. BECK. Before that is done, I rise, if I may be allowed, toa 
parliamentary inquiry. The bill known as the oleomargarine bill 
came from the House of Representatives and went to the table. I be- 
lieve it is there now. There will be a contest as to the committee to 
which it shall go. I for one insist that it shall go to the Committee 
on Finance. I understand others desire that it shall go to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. I would like some notice to be given so that 
gentlemen on both sides can be here; that it will not be taken from 
the table and referred pro forma to either committee. 

Mr. MORRILL. I understand the Senator from New York [Mr. 
MILLER] will not be back until next week, and I think it would be 
unfair to have any action uponit until his return. Therefore I moved 
to have it remain on the table. 

Mr. BECK. I desire that some previous notice shall be given before 
the time when it is to be referred, so that the chairman of the Committee 
on Agriculture as well as the chairman of the Committee on Finance 
will be advised as to when it is to come up. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLAnk, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills: 


A bill (8S. 342) granting a pension to Marrilla Parsons, of Detroit, 
Mich. ; 
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A bill (S. 1016) granting an increase of pension to Abel Comstock; I desire to say to the Senate that on Monday morning, immediat:| 


A bill (S. 1192) granting a pension to Alfred Denny; the morning business, I shall ask the Senate to resume the conic... 
A bill (8. 1288) granting a pension to Robert Holsey; tion ofthe diplomatic and consular appropriation bill; and int}. »,.... 
A bill (8. 1382) for the relief of Lydia O. Hutchings; time I ask leave now to present to the Senate certain comparative ;,),),.. 
A bill (S. 1383) granting a pension to Harriet Welch; respecting the appropriations of last year as compared with the « - 

A bill (8S. 1400) granting a pension to William H. Beck; mates of the present year, that they may be printedinthe Reo), | 
A bill (S. 1466) granting an increase of pension to Stephen R. Smith; | also ask leave to submit a letter of the Secretary of State, addres. «. 
A bill (8. 1467) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret Smith; me as chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, dated the»), .,; 
A bill (S.°2005) granting a pension to Mary J. Nottage; and May, and the accompanying memoranda respecting the consular 4), 
A hill (S. 2025) granting a pension to James Butler. diplomatic bill, and ask that they may be printed in the | 


_Tho message also announced that the House had passed the following | will say to Senators that the accompanying memoranda as to » ae : 
bills, with amendments; in which it requested the concurrence of the | line refer to the bill as printed as it came from the House and 1, 


Senate: bill as printed with the amendments of the Committee on A ppro) ria. 
A bill (S. 206) to provide for the erection of a public building in the | tions. ; 











city of Zanesville, Ohio; and The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the pap 
A bill (8. 763) for the erection of a public building at Sioux City, | referred to will be printed in the Recorp. The Chair hears no obj, 
Towa. tion. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. ‘The papers are as follows: 
The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had : ~~ op oo yeghescoppenemastrmmpteamae 
signe d the enrolled joint resolution (H. Res. 112) for the relief of the Amount Be a ioc cectnpetdahiensenetetetnesrneccecencee ees 0000000 . $1, 604, 961 ao 
estate of the late James G. Wintersmith, late Doorkeeper of the House Amount of House bill. “129 ‘ 
of Representatives; and it was thereupon signed by the President pro | Increase made to House bili by the Senate committee... 49 
tempore. i oa 
CONSIDERATION OF PENSION BILLS, : 
Mr. BLAIR. I renew my motion to proceed to the consideration of Coma pepe pa tem dee op estimate... eenreernes - 
special pension bills favorably reported and not objected to. The bill as reported exceeds the act for 1886...........:+ 106, 44 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Hampshire | The items of increase made by the Senate committee are as follow 
moves that the Senate proceed to the consideration of special pension | For cha d'affaires ad interim and nents officers abroad... "$s, 000 00 
bills favorably reported from the Committee on Pensions in their order. ey ners at eee Sim anes sovensssvseeess . oO 
Is there objection? ‘The Chair hears no objection, and that order will | ror fi es eae oan 
8 ) ‘ : ) rf rT For rent of legation buildings at Tokio, Japan... 3 409 00 
be made. ‘The first pension bill on the Calendar will be stated. For emergencies arising in the Moteanette and consular service... 35,000 00 
Salary of consul-general at Halifax...........cccccrsscosesnecesesesscssseereeeceees 500 OF 
DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR APPROPRIATION BILL. Sa CEI SD SIN Rccretcinncecuntisbccastcencdenpenineipteioteccseccees 2000s 500 (x 
Mr. ALLISON. Before the Senator from New Hampshire proceeds, Total imerease...ccceresssise..ssevsosscneseseennsseees ceenisiihenainpensn ~~ 49,700 00 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SERVICE. 
Comparative statement showing the appropriations for 1886, the estimates for 1887, the amounts of House bill, and the amounts recommended by the Senale Committe: 














































Appropriations for 1887. 
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SALARIES OF MINISTERS. 
Great Britain, France, Germany, and Russia, at $17,500 eaclr...........ccccccccesssesessccceseesreseen senses essnecsen cnnees sennen ee $70, 000 00 $70, 000 00 $70, 000 00 $80, 000 00 
Japan, China, Spain, Austria, Italy, Brazil, and Mexico, at $12,000 peppaapanmuinenentesgersenedheniainiiageile dosti 84,000 00 84, 000 00 84, 000 00 84, 000 00 
Chili and Peru, at $10,000 each .. sovsnveccennteccoeestneccescocqpenneconsneseueseuseanndsumnabuabenaate 20, 000 00 20,000 00 20, 000 00 20, 000 00 
Guatemala, Costa Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Salvador... eosvee concbqnacenesab eousecoasenasnesbannnen 10,000 00 10, 000 00 10,000 00 10, 000 00 
Turkey. ...... eovcopepopnessecocsuqnneeaneseeree ecccesone cemesiemeeniaimesiie 10, 000 00 10,000 00 10, 000 00 | 10, 000 0 
United States of Coiombia..... leiden! eee % slicing Ria arowoowrer nonescosmmnnaccnnons aarroaarmrenen 7,500 00 7,500 00 7,500 00 | 7,500 00 
Be elgium, Netherlands, Hawaiian “Tslands, weden and orway enezuela,and Argentine Republic, at , 
$7,500 each... eae see siiniatieaiien 45,080 00 45,000 00 45,000 00 45,000 00 
Liberia, Switzerland, “Denmark, ‘Portugal, ‘Siam, Persia, Corea, Hayti, ‘and ‘Bolivia, ‘at $5,000 cach... sbimperenneud 45,000 00 45, 000 00 45,000 00 | £5,000 00 
Roumania, Servia, and Greece........ ibtbainnrpechiedale eeislididihsencsachincettbienbtgansiininseideniibancasnndietiiecatenamntaeetianiinit 6,500 00 6,500 00 6,500 00 | 6,500 00 
Cairo, agent and consul-general...........c000+-.00«0« nppuicnacuminesseapteneesasereesocosuny: ; 5,000 00 “— oo 5,000 00 | 5, 000 00 
Congp Association, agent and qaeneer anioermmenemnateienncegnis SED Lecasessescsesserecessinsnannstenspecececcss} oo. 
Congo Association, expenses... 5,000 00 |.. ntianaietnmnalh Sciesaeeavel oc 
Paraguay and Uruguay, chargé d'affaires. 5,000 00 5,000 00 5, 000 00 5, 000 00 
Chargé d'affaires ad interim and diplomatic officers abroad .......... 12, 000 00 20,000 00 15,000 00 | 20,000 00 
Total, ministers......... dn ening ih i dncaiibaaiiate ee. seca ae 330,000 0 | 328,000 00 | 323, 000 00 28, 000 00 
—————ooaa = 3 
SALARIES OF SECRETARIES TO LEGATIONS, ETC. | 
London, Paris, Berlin, and St, Petersburg, secretaries, at $2,625 eacli...........ccsss-ssencesrereseerenrenenee w= srnmannnne 10,500 00 10, 500 00 10,500 00 | 10, 500 a 
China and Japan, secretaries, at ED a cectdctnenecoccasbenecenmnavescvaseseteonetinnedinast Gitthastinewapeeins “ posdihecntielanel 5,250 00 5, 250 00 5, 250 00 20 
Sento. , Turkey, Austria, Italy, Brazil, and Mexico, secretaries, at $1,800 Sit cadinieumtaetai eannetiietanauapteedeec 10, 800 00 10, 800 00 10, 800 00 | 10, 800 
ili and Peru, secretaries, at ‘at $1,500" ES sopenagneteguasteonepansrpsccenneoseecensepnnnpeuesqnenatnenpirqwettangets at, qseeut 3,000 00 3,000 00 3,000 00 3,000 « 
London, Paris,and Berlin, second secretaries, at $2,000 each. woncenencahunounqpesoeounevenssepeneanevessnancesaneonqresencnscepoceenes 6,000 09 6,000 00 6,000 00 | 6, 000 00 
Japan and China, second secretaries, at $1,800 Cah .............scscwsssseccserenesorensensseverssnssesesenessees teen 3,600 v0 3,600 00 3, 600 00 3, 600 00 
Spain, clerk to legation, ......c..-ceeserer-resrereeeee sitidaacéusaninns epiuuaues ceseesestuentmanresrbosmeepennediliniadmaivins 1,200 00 1,200 00 1,200 00 | 1,200 @ 
Bogota, secretary to legation and a. epdpenueqaiqeeenne <peune epeansupeoveqemesosnsesoonsimmGrstenemeunegonennmestisanctngin 2,000 00 2,000 00 2,000 00 | 2,000 00 
Central American States, secretary of legation and consul-general at Piecing te enenemminted | 20000} 200000} 2.000 0 2,000 O 
Four secretaries of legation-at-large, at $1,800 CACd...............erccsscerserrre-serssessssessensteessonensesessssesreseenes wanntigesh Soauasntidbtembnscenderiecennil IT Dit seeacscsecesseoces| -0ccceee 
Traveling and other expenses of same........... ecsoecvcosenveneseneneseacneus pesconsescn see eeeneenatbangnshecsaubisss: svevecsvescncenstansbinssteessuneenen note «eves B,GOD OD | on... cceeesceneeeres|soceceses - 
Total, secretaries to legations. ...........0sssssssseee severe pi baaanntinciogien . a nerniieneenapetitnnap pennants wees 53,500 00| 44,35000| 44,350 
SALARIES OF INTERPRETERS TO LEGATIONS, | 
China, interpreter to legation..............00s-csssreseeenenenes shinmercnbibisimapebantenssens bedeentaetpeaparensasonnresenetensqtoss genes <aqneel 3,000 00 3,000 00 <= = 
Japan and Turkey, interpreters to LL ocdinnsntiaisiedsiiie 5,000 00 5,000 00 5, 000 00 
Corea, interpreter to meee pe ot doa dee ellncirlieieilibeane tnapivesp eaprecmnuaneaaseigeineeamatinineisnuitinesetinbrescemet toennaseueosete 1,000 00 1,000 00 1, OO : 
Persia, interpreter to legation and paneasunnepanraneiqapanenguemncnenpapsntencsaneseenebepaserenuenanennans povansancnvene 1,000 00 1,000 00 | l — = 
Bangkok, interpreter to legation and consulate-general ......5....100seesseessssneeceesenienenererscses seveeseenen cree tet mamma 800 00 | 500 00 | a 
Total, interpreters to legations............ enibisiciiapibehnadetibeudbantenevendideibielietetisieeensavocheiicetiiiannsieinaaiiied: ilbabiniaiiiiel 10, 800 00 10, 800 © 









CONTINGENT AND MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES, DIPLOMATIC SERVICE. 


Contingent expenses, foreign MissiONS.. .........-..ccccsesseenvensenesstscserneaseseneneses tousecseneessssesuasensesesecennnnngerersnensnes ennane 
Loas by exchange, diplomatic SOrViCe........c..ccerseserssssnensseneseseenseenensenenen senses segues suenes senenapegenaseneereneetentnesenenannnns 


2 @ 


105, 000 00 105, 000 08 
500 00 
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sine ect i 
—_—_—— 
DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SERVICE. 
Comparative statement showing the appropriations for 1886, the estimates for 1387, dc.—Continued. 
| 2 | . t | z 
i | E 2 E . 
~ “ e ct 
: Se an | = an 
Object. re: 3 | 3 Se 
= z 33 
Ee ¥ 3 = 
< fe ir Z 
Hire of steam-launch for 1 Se III, 0.5.05 concomseqienneemacenseneseeceqetcccocesece Milles t cadet $1,000 00 $1, 000 00 | $1, 800 00 $1,800 00 
Rent of buildings, &c., for ED i aE EE eevcin.scatnotcsncoscsnetighestentascoosess cerssecneeesccetve vusisseebeounetesese 3, 100 00 3, 100 00 | 3,100 00 3, 100 00 
Repair of legation buildings at Tangier paesinneesi Siti b ied lebedladnddi  aaeiineilenenetnabaseeumsemeuntceniibesennemmennenen I Na eet Rt ; a 
Purchase of legation buildings at Seoul, Corea...........ceersesmveresvsesnsnesnessnessennsnnsenseeceessnnensessesseeenennecceennsees Sitcesietednameen 5,000 00 |. 000 00 
Erection of legation buildings, dic., at Tokei, Japan...............0ssessercsssssesssecseessesscssenesessoreersssestersesererenenesnenes I certorntercenersie 
Rent of legation buildings at Tokio, Japan................ ‘ silent iemisanaataniel 3, 400 00 
Repairing legation buildings, &c., at Bangkok, Siam.. aa 3,000 00 | Gal aH 
Annual expenses of Cape Spartel and Tangier light...................00.+.sscssssscsssescessneersseeseeseneeescesrsenseneeenreveceeees 325 00 325 00 00 325 00 
a 5.0 acnsensposesenease -cnnen seosenovesecsecoronssncese cence see seevouensousteseeessencontnoetoceocese 5,000 00 5, 000 00 00 | 5,000 00 
Expenses in extradition cases.................... Std 5,000 00 5,000 00 00 | 5,000 00 
i asin os thnnslbusdbewnenoosenseubenesansenanneeceveqseosomouas 4,500 00 4,500 00 4.000 00 4,000 00 
Expenses under the neutrality act..... ........ LD ES NEE AT TE ET dees 25, 000 00 | 15,000 00 : 
Emergencies arising in the diplomatic and consular service. ......................0.0 aes 25, 000 00 50, 000 00 |........ 50, 000 00 
Allowance to widows or heirs of diplomatic and consular officers dying abroad 5, 000 00 5, 000 00 5,000 00 5. 000 00 
Transporting remains of ministers and consuls to their homes for interment... 10, 000 00 10, 000 00 10, 000 00 10,000 00 
International bureau of weights and Measuree..................ccccceeeeeseneeeereresteneneneneeeeesesersececeeeees : eS 2,270 00 2,270 00 2,270 00 2,270 00 
International boundary survey between the United States and Mexico...............ce.cecsceenancecenes (a) 100, 000 OO |......... as 
Payment of balance under award by French and American Claims Commission.. pilidatteithanianhat (b) 15,639 16 |....... ea 
Expenses of Haytian Arbitration Commission.............cccssessosseneerserseenennennonsensceseneeresenneersecesss a am AE i Rivcesccms 
Total, miscellaneous and contingent, diplomatic service.... ennui siaiedunpuniieiansiiices : 140, 695 00 416,911 60 158, 995 00 202,395 00 
SALARIES OF CONSULS-GENERAL. 
London, Paris, Havana, and Rio de Janeiro, at $6,000 CAclr...........ccccccesccceerrercecsnreeereessneneeccseesscoeeeesneeneers 24,000 00 24, 000 00 24, 000 00 4. 000 00 
Calcutta and Shanghai, at $5,000 each........0...ccccsesecssrrerees SitideinnieiaianGceades 10,000 00 10, 000 00 10, 000 00 10,000 60 
ica enema neiedieascsanpenbeeiaeaeseupebseouttrenes depeceg cones voce ccocen cence: cccese soccce ses cceseee ee ecees 4,500 00 4,500 00 4,500 00 1,500 00 
TE arcecrace cee cemsscescccentncnncssnemnepsetnbonnuntbbapednncnetneneqqneevinemmstsbaengesootnctoene.ecceses | cocsee se cccsccoces cocces tocceeesccccseeseces 4,000 00 | 5,000 00 4, 000 00 4.000 00 
PRR icidsde sevens cotersssersccasse wonder Se ccveceseesece: oe -seccees eo 4, 000 00 5,000 UO 4,000 00 4,000 00 
Berlin, Montreal, and Honolulu, at $4,000 each.. ook a a 12, 000 00 12, 000 60 12, 000 00 12.000 00 
iE R isis: aceite ceventinnccunnsagns covtvessecckeciatesnsevecesestaseramnbeseeopsoeneging® waresstonceuesquecceocess sec ceecoscocsec ces: — — 3,000 00 4,000 00 3,000 00 3,500 00 
St. Petersburg, Frankfort, Vienna, Constantinople, Rome, and in Ecuador, at $5,000 each............. 18,000 00 18, 060 00 18, 000 00 18,000 00 
I aa cnomepncecccccccccccccscccc succes soccoc ce 2,500 00 2,500 00 2,500 00 » 500 00 
Toial, consuls-general...........0-sscvssesereee Setlaneeseieeeiaheteeetbiintes adeteteenetuee s000es co0000 .cccsceeses ; ‘ 82,000 00 85, 000 00 82, 000 00 82,500 60 
CONSULAR SERVICE, ETC. 
Consuls, vice-consuls, and commercial agents.... : natn 330, 000 00 342,500 00 333,000 00 333, 500 00 
a _ ss wasesnccnsesccncen svcnseccreoscnesooveses sovecersos cossseasccceses 14, 600 00 14, 400 00 14, 400 00 14, 400 60 
Clerks at consulates specified .............c.c<-ssscesersesees cpiciniiion 48, 880 00 51,700 00 50, 320 00 50,320 00 
Clerks at consulates not otherwise provided for............. viccsaipaliaas 10,000 00 10, 000 00 | 10, 000 00 10, 000 00 
Consular officers not citizens of the United Statess..............0.0ccvescsseeesesceesencvceneresseersecenenseessecseessncenseenee sciiieaties 6,000 00 6, 000 00 | 6,000 00 6,000 00 
ee in China and Japan.... SIRE tiliiibtinsceseetunpubecusupeastinaeviesateséiabethonaneee eceeneunekbianane 12, 000 00 15, 000 00 12, 000 00 12,000 00 
M als for cousular courts in Japan, China, and Turkey... sd 7,000 00 8,000 00 | 8, 000 00 8, 000 00 
Boat and boat's crew for use of consul at Osaka and Hiogo. .....................ccccssseeeneseeeererenereeeeesseenes be 500 00 500 00 | 500 00 500 00 
Lo scssnnpeoncocscoonsvonscccsvconsnsececocovsons [oceovovncceenenecees 50 00 500 00 500 00 
Interpreters and guards at consulates at Constantinople, S ‘ a 4,000 00 5, 000 00 | 4,000 00 4,000 00 
Loss on bills of exchange, consular service....................... Sasesheeneietieliateinidehivennsiateetiiphavedibiitia 4 3,000 00 4,000 00 | 4,000 00 | 4, 000 00 
Expenses of prisons at Bangkok, Siam............ Se ai 1,000 00 | 1,000 00 1,000 00 | 1, 000 90 
Expenses of prison at Shanghai, China............ 1,550 00 550 00 -1,550 00 1,550 00 
Expenses of I INI in ccccnsscnashicecoosesecouge voscebose 1,550 00 1,550 00 1,550 00 | 1, 550 00 
Expenses ee enenen, Clem, and Turkey bctmenen 9,000 00 %. 000 00 9,000 00 9, 000 00 
Rent of prisons convicts in Turkey and wages of keepers 1. 000 00 1,500 00 1,500 00 1,500 00 
Relief and protection of American seamen.... dlbctnbtgibinetee ee < 50, 000 00 50, 000 00 50. 000 00 50,000 00 
Con to foreign hospital at a cia 300 00 500 00 500 00 500 00 
Expenses of consular and commercial reports... ........-.....00+sccse-seeeeneeeeenee . od 20, 000 00 20, 000 00 20,000 00 20, 000 00 
Expenses of search of French records, &c., relati iati 5,000 00 iin deaeeiseitdicaiiiadnncaiaitintaiiadetser nti. 
Expenses of the consular regulations... a ; 3,000 00 00 
of 72, at $4,000.............. ation ; i abbas OCU Ev cicercetoninile 
Traveling expenses of inspectors.......... ian vibe ciaeechddheisktiieantdbtcibadcandidaes ai SOD GG ssiitedinness lil 
LS  stebpsdibbeunbeuneiigbnsleceecctesseoteces ccs civ opecneabecenceevee 110, 000 60 150, 000 00 150, 000 00 , 00 
2 2 © scanendbsntenenins posedeauestaeusnossceeccce veswsces consacee Gadatinabicitiocds 635, 380 00 710,700 00 680, 820 00 681,320 
ks , idep dd indie vs cee ebegseetewensasonabensiioe ccbéusouebe 1, 242, 925 00 | 1,604,961 60 | 1,299,665 00 | 1,349,365 00 








a The sum of $100,000, for international boundary survey between the United States and Mexico, was appropriated in the sundry civil act for 1886 
6 The sum of $594,288.04, for payment of final award of French and American Claims Commission, was appropriated in the sundry civil act for 1886, 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES—FOREIGN MISSIONS. CONTINGENT EXPENSES, UNITED STATES CONSULATES. 


Statement showing the estimates, the amounts recommended by the House of Repre- | Statement showing the estimates, the amounts re 


















mmended by the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate, and the amounts appropriated for the following fiscal sentatives and the Senate, and the amounts appropriated for the following fiscal 
years: years: 
1886. $82. 
$90, 000 $85,000 | Matimatess .......0..<.0.-c000...00-02---— $150,000 | Estimates ...........2c00cccerccees . $140,000 
5, 000 ee a. nessweseusios ON I ekiecwnchev, aa 
000 80,000 | Senate .. ; 110,000 | Semate ........c.cceccees ua oe 
000 OE Se a smaidtay ubeeie 135, 000 
1885. 1881 
90, 000 85,000 | Estimates _— iandisins 150,000 | Estimates.................. : 140, 000 
15, 500 80, 000 84,000 | House so tiensiiieatilendstuiiaak a 
80, 000 80, 000 125,000 | Senate hendsidi oe 
sess 75,000 | 80, 000 110,000 | Law Se a 
1Sow, 
90,000 Estimates... $5, 000 150,000 | Estimates ............c0-000 cecsesereeee 130,000 
stovarenssorsessssosevensesssecessee 80,000 | House...... 80, 000 100, COO | House .......cccccoseesvecesess 115, 000 
wartserecesssesersescesseseeseseee 8, 000 | Senate .. 80, 000 135,000 | Semate.............. 115, 000 
LAT -ciesinnstiisienaiesiaaseserccece “CR O0O | LAW. .coescersesecsees Tickiskineinn. ~ heel 110, 000 | Law ......... 115, 000 
j 
1883. : 1883. 
Betimates....ccsccccsseessssssssseessee 95,000 110,000 | Estimates ........ 140,000 | Estimates... ssvececsecesee 125,000 
WOU  @,000 80,000 | House............... ‘sii vou 135,000 | House......... vy 145,000 
Dent Rinnisnisiiiidllttedtaeseesssesce 85, 000 80, 000 135,000 | Senate......... -» 115,000 
COW scent haessnens. 85, 000 | 80, 000 135,000 | Law..... sitiand dancin tiandstbind Saya 
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DEPARTMENT or” State, Washington, May 29, 1886. 


My Dear Sir: Thanking your committee for the opportunity given me yes- 
terday to give reasons for the amendments I maneaee @ the diplomatic and 
consular appropriation bill (H. R. 6392), I now inclose, in accordance with your 
request of yesterday, a copy of the bill as it passed the House, with interlinea- 
tions of the amendments | deem wise, and numerical references in the margin 
to each amendment, 

The bill is accompanied by a copy of a letter I addressed to the chairman of 
the House committee by when the bill was reported, and whose printed report 
you have already, and which can properly be reviewed by you in connection 
with the present action of your committee. 

I do not desire to obtrade my opinions upon your independent judgments, 
but I believe your committee will agree with me that no real economy is effected 
by making appropriations piecemeal and supplementing insufficient sums by 
subsequent deficiency appropriations. 

Indeed I may say that the public service is promoted by the ability to pay for 
a thing when it is most needed, and that this mode of payment is in the end 
most productive of economy. If official responsibility is directly annexed to 
the power and discretion of expense, abuse of such power is best guarded against, 
and so far as I am concerned fom ready to acept the trust on such terms. 

I dwelt yesterday with emphasis upon the wisdom of providing a reasonable 
fund for unforeseen emergencies, and I venture to repeat those views. In the 
absence of Congress, the prompt employment of special envoys may become 
essential, and the want of means for their ener should be guarded against. 
The development of our commercial interests in the hitherto unknown regions 
of the North and South Pacific, where they encounter the rival enterprise of Eu- 
ropean powers; questions still awaiting permanent settlement in the long con- 
terminous boundaries on our northern pot mmr eo frontiers—all join in counsel- 
ing wise provisions for expenses proportionate to the importance of the subjects 
to which they relate. 

I believe the letter to which I have just referred, and of which a copy is sent 
you, will reasonabiy account for my recommendations. 

All of which I submit with high respect, andam, 

Very truly, yours, 
T. F. BAYARD. 

Hon, W. B. Atuison, U. 8. Senate. 


Memorandum of amendments requested by the Secretary of State. 


No.1.—Line 11, page 1, “and China.” (Sec page 13 of letter to chairman of 
Committee on Foreign Affairs.) 

No. 2.—Line 14, page 2, strike out “‘ China.” 

No. 3.—Line 17, page 2, insert “Belgium.” (See letter from Mr. Tree.) 

No. 4.—Line 28, page 2, strike out ‘* Belgium.” 

No.5.—Line 46, page 3, insert $20,000” instead of “$15,000... (See ‘‘letter, 
&c.,"" page 1.) , 

No. 6.—Line 54, page 3, insert “‘ Belgium.”’ 

(This being new legislation, the House committee would not consider it un- 
der their construction of the new House rules. 

of “five.” (See “letter, &c.,” 


No. —— 86, page 4, insert “ eight" 
2. 

No. 8.—Line 99, page 5, insert “‘ $150,000"" instead of *‘ $105,000." (See “letter, 
&ec.,” pege 3.) 
ann oy 102, page 5, insert *'$3,000 ” instead of ‘‘ $2,500." (See “ letter, 
C4 4. 
an fone 126, page 6, insert ‘' $25,000” instead of ‘$15,000. (See “letter, 

ce.,"” page 6. 

No. Pe after line 127, page 6, insert, *‘To enable the President to meet un- 
foreseen emergencies arising in the diplomatic and consular service, and toex- 
= the commercial and other interests of the United States, $25,000."" (See 

*jetter,”” 6.) 

No. 12.—Line 161, page 7, insert “ four” instead of “ three.”’ 

(Mr. Bayard stated reasons for the increase to committee; having no — 
=? = — in Canada, we require at Halifax a consul of more t 
usual ability. : 

No. 18.—After line 175, page 8, insert ‘consul at Antwerp, Belgium, $3,500.” 
@®ee “ letter,” page 7.) : 
guess 14.—Line 207, page 9, strike out “and Antwerp, at,” and, in line 208, “ each, 

000." 

No. 15.—After line 264, 11, insert ‘“‘ Friendly and Navigator's Islands : Con- 
eul at Apia, $2,000." (See “letter,” page 8.) 

No. 16.—Lines 303 and 304, page 13, strike out “Friendly and Navigator's 
Islands: Consul at Apia, $1,500.” 

No. 17.—Line 392, page 17, insert ‘$15,000’ instead of ‘‘ $12,000." (See “letter,” 


page 10.) 

No. anon 403, page 17, insert “$5,000” instead of “‘$4,000."" (See “letter,” 
page 11. 

. No. 20.—Line 44, page 19, insert “ traveling expenses of consular clerks.” 

(This merely includes an enum: -) 

No. 21.—Line 457, page 19, insert: “And no expense charge shall be allowed 
hereafter in the accounts of any consular officer except upon a certificate of 
approval of the Secretary of State, which certificate shall conclusive upon 
the accounting officers of the Treasury, and be deemed by them a su t 
voucher for the expenditure it covers.” 

The embarrassments of a divided discretion in executive duties are obvious. 

The impossibility of even ee name the miscellaneous expenses of a 
Department proves the equal impossibility of defining the amount made 
necessary for each such expense; and as the total is carefully esti- 
mated and limited by Congress and the accounts in detail are carefully 
and audited in the State Department under orders of the President, it 
essary to have such essential Executive discretion submitted to the 
the accounting officers of the ,» who can not the knowledge 
requisite for the performance of the ess of another ent of the Gov- 
ernment. 

I therefore consider the guards upon allowance or expense are fully furnished 
in the amendment I have submitted, and that much useless friction can be saved 
by its adoption. 


recorded 
is unnec- 
of 


ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


No. 19.—Lines 448 and 449: “ Expense of revising the Consular Regulations 
by the Depariment of State, $3,000.” 

Reasons for the necessity of revising and re-editing the Consular Regula- 
tions : . 

(1) The edition is exhausted and now there are no copies on hand. 

(2) The present arrangement is confused and in many instances obsolete. It 
was published five years ago. Careful examination the Solicitor of the De- 

rsonal supervision of 


partment, confirmed by the Secretary, justifies the 
statement that the present edition is and exceed perf 


inaccurate =a ‘ect. 
(3) As it is the hand-boock and official guide for the service necessity for 
fullness and accuracy is apparen for (1) 


t. 

See e Gof “ letter, &c.,” for reasons for placing the appropriations 

French claims, (2) Mexican 3 arbitration, on this bill. Itis 
boundary, ( ) Haytian 


obvious that this is the proper bill 
Mr. CONGER. I understood unanimous consent was given yester- 
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day that Monday and Tuesday next should be devoted entirely to +) 
Calendar. The Senator himself understood that, but whether he w js} - 
to take up that time in an appropriation bill was notstated. | .) ald 
like to know about that. re 
Mr. ALLISON. I will say to the Senator from Michigan that so fr 
2s Lam concerned personally I am quite willing that whatever time 
on Monday is devoted to the consideration of the consular and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill shall becarried over on Wednesday and de, oted 
to the consideration of the Calendar; but I think it is important that 
as rapidly as the appropriation bills are ready they should }yc p ened 
and sent to the House for concurrence in our amendments. 
Mr. CONGER. I called attention to it so that it might be under. 
stood that the unanimous consent given in the Senate assigning two 
days next week to the Calendar should not be interfered with withous 
giving the equivalent time on the next day asthe Senator has sugvested. 
Mr. ALLISON. I will say to the Senator that I had hoped to fin 
the consular and diplomatic bill last night; but a very interesting 


bate arose on the bill, so that it was impossible to conclude the })i\! he : 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT SIOUX CITY, IOWA. 


Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I ask the Senate to take from the table the 
bill providing for the erection of a public building at Sioux City, Iowa 
which has been returned from the House of Representatives with an 
amendment. . 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair will lay before the Senate 
the bill (S. 736) for the erection of a public building at Sioux City, 
Iowa, returned from the House of Representatives with an amendment. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I move concurrence in the amendnient of 
the House, which I ask may be read. 

Mr. BLAIR. I must object to anything that will take time. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. It will not take time. 

Mr. ALLISON. It will take but a moment. 

Mr. BLAIR. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The Cuter CLERK. In line 9, after the word ‘‘dollars,’’ the House 
of Representatives inserted: 

Nor shall any site be purchased until estimates for the erection of a building 
which will furnish sufficient accommodations for the transaction of the public 
business,and which shall not exceed in cost the balance of the sum herein 
limited after the site shall have been purchased and paid for,shall have been 
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, and oa of site nor plan for 


said building shall be approved by the Secretary of the Treasury involving an 
expenditure exceeding the said sum of $100,000. ° 


The amendment was concurred in. 


18h 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT ZANESVILLE, OHIO. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair also lays before the Sen- 
ate the bill (S. 206) to provide for the erection of a public building in 
the city of Zanesville, Ohio, returned from the House of Representa- 
tives with amendments. The amendments will be reported. 

The Curer CLERK. The amendments of the House of Representa- 
tives are, in line 10 to strike out ‘‘ and fifty,’’ and in line 13 to strike 
out “‘ and fifty; ’’ so as to read: 

The site, and the building thereon, when completed according to plans and 
specifications to be previously made and approved by the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury, shall not exceed the cost of $100,000; and the site purchased shall leave the 
building unex to danger from fire in adjacent buildings by an open space 
of at least 50. including streets and alleys; and for the purposes herein 


mentioned the sum of $100,000 is hereby approp , out of any moneys inthe 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


The amendments were concurred in. 


ANDREW T. M’REYNOLDS. 


Mr. BLAIR. I call for the regular order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first pension bill on the Calen- 
dar will be stated. 

The bill (S. 2217) for the relief of Andrew T. McReynolds was an- 
nounced as first in order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I think there was some motion pending on that 
bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A motion to recommit. 
Senator ask for a vote on the question? 

Mr.COCKRELL. Unless that bill is recommitted to the committee 
for farther examination I must object to its consideration. | prefer 
having it recommitted and let the attention of the committee be 
called to it. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not think the committee would take different ac- 
tion. Suppose it be passed over informally for the present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That course will be taken unless 
there be objection. ; 

Mr. CONGER. That is a bill in which I feel an interest for 2 con 
stituentofmine. Are these billsto be passed over by an objection only ° 

The PRESIDENT pro . They are taken up in their order, 

to amendment, and su to vote. 

Mr. BLAIR. This bill may as well be disposed of, if the Senator irom 
Michigan desires. I have no objection to its being disposed of Low. 
It can be discussed on its merits now. 

Mr. CONGER. The report is favorable. 


Does the 
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Mr. BLAIR. Yes; but the Senator from Missouri has made a motion 
to recommit, and that is the pending motion. 

Mr. CONGER. _Is there any object in recommitting? 

Mr. BLAIR. There is no object in recommitting. The committee 
examined the case and reported it upon its merits, and the Senate may 
as well dispose of it on its merits now as at any time. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Weare acting, as I understand, under Rule VIII. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Subject to five minutes’ debate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Subject to five minutes’ debate and subject to ob- 


jection. 
ee CONGER. _I should like to understand whether that statement 
of the Senator is the understanding of the Chair and of the Senate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Chair so announced it. 

Mr. CONGER. If that is so, I do not insist upon taking the bill up 
now because there is objection. I do not want any misunderstanding 
about it. If there is - reason why the bill should go over, or any 
objection under Rule VIIT, I do not move to take it up now, because [ 
think we go through with the unobjected cases; but whenever 
the proper time comes I desire to say a word myself in behalf of this 
Colonel McReynolds, or if the bill goes over without prejudice I have 

objection. 
* The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair understands that by unan- 
imous consent these cases are taken up under Rule VIII, but without 
limitation as to the hour of 2 0’clock. They will continue on during 
the whole of this day, but are considered under Rule VIII, so that a 
single objection will carry a bill over. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I ask that it may keep its place on the Calen- 
dar without prejudice. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. CONGER. And on some other opportunity when there is a less 
number of these cases to be considered we will take it up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be.passed over. 


PATRICK M’KEAN. 


The bill (H. R. 7329) granting a pension to Patrick McKean was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Patrick McKean, formerly of Company K, 
Eighth Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JAMES E. GOTT. 


The bill (S. 2258) to increase the pension of James E. Gott was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of James E. Gott, late a private in Company A, 
Fourteenth Maine Volunteers, at the rate of $50 per month, in lieu of 
the pa eee he now receives. 

Mr. iL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAIR 
May 10, 1886: "4 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2258) to in- 
crease the pension of James E. Gott, have examined the same, and report: 

The claimant, James E. was a private of Company A, Fourteenth Maine 
Volunteers, was under the provisions of the general laws at the 
rate of $3 per month May 4, 1863; this was increased to $12 from July 16, 
1873; increased to $18 from December 28, 1876; in increased to $24 from 
March 3, 1883, for anchylosis of lower jaw. He for a further increase on 
the ground of abscess of left maxillary bone, result of scurvy, &c.; but this ap- 


plication was rejected November 10,1885. Upon his examination September 2, 
1885, he was rated the board of surgeons as of second grade, “ unable to per- 


A memorial is ited to us, the truth of which is averred by a large num- 
ber of respectable signers and from other sources, as the basis of the present 
claim for $0 per month. It represents that in consequence of the flesh of the 
inside of claimant's mouth siqvowtng tote w, he is unable to open 
his mouth, rendering it impossible for m to take into his mouth any solid food 
—_ description, and that he is in consequence a great sufferer and unable to 


labor. 

The following affidavit of the claimant also shows his present condition: 
Deer Isix, MAINE, April 21, 1886. 
I, James E. was enrolled on the 7th day of December, 1861, in Company 
A, Fourteenth Volunteers, and was discharged from the service of the 
United States the 4th day of March, 1863, by reason of surgeon's certificate of 
disability, at the marine hospital at New Orleans, La. I was taken sick at Camp 
illiams, near New Orleans; we were on guard and our tent was full of pris- 
and to lie on the nd and got wet and cold, and the next day 
that was the last of October, 1862, and I was taken to the hos- 
November, 1862, and have not seen a well day since. Ihave 
all of the time; it is so hard for me to eat it keeps my face 
oe Sas apen = 7 month any, and all I can eat is what I 
and all I have to live on is my pension and what my 
extracts of different kinds of food if I had the 
most of my teeth is affected, and I can not have 
because I can not open my mouth, I have not done any work 
Ican not get any wages because I can not stand it, so I can not 
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JAMES E. GOTT. 
to reenalliy appeared James E. Gott and acknowledged the above instrument 


Sworn to before me this 22d day of April, 1886. 


ett) me *~ 8S. B. THURLOW, Notary Public. 
Pension 81065, $24 per mon 

In view of all the facts in this case your committee feel justified in recom- 
mending the — for in this bill, and therefore report it back with a 
recommendation pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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CHARLES F. WARD. 
The bill (H. R. 5643) granting an increase of pension to Charles F’- 


Ward was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
pay to Charles F. Ward, formerly of the ship Vermont, United States 
Navy, a pension of $24 a month, in lieu of the pension now received by 
him, 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


| a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


NOAH B. BROOKSHIRE. 
The bill (H. R. 4644) granting a pension to Noah B. Brookshire was 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Noah B. Brookshire, late a private in Com- 
pany B, Third Regiment of North Carolina Mounted Volunteers. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HENRIETTA FISHER. 
The bill (H. R. 3954) granting a pension to Henrietta Fisher was con- 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to put the name of 
Henrietta Fisher, widow of Thaddeus S. Fisher, deceased, late of Com- 
pany B, Fourth United States Colored Troops, on the pension-roll. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL F. GARRETT. 
The bill (H. It. 1840) granting a pension to Samuel F. Garrett was 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Samuel F’. Garrett, late a private in Company I, Thirty-ninth Ohio 
Volunteers, on the pension-roll. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SEWELL 


May 11, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1840) grant- 


ing a pension to Samuel F. Garrett, have examined the same, and report as fol- 
lows: 


This soldier entered the service July 4,1861,and was honorably discharged 
July 9, 1865. Through exposure and hard service he claims to have contracted 
chronic diarrhea and inflammatory sore eyes, while in the line of duty, and in 
November, 1879, applied for pension. This claim was rejected in January, 1884, 
upon the ground “that there has been no pensionable disability from alleged 
causes since discharge.”’ 

An examination of the papers in the case, however, discloses the evidence to 
be abundant that the claimant was, and is, greatly disabled. His father’s fam- 
ily physician testifies to his robust health and entire freedom from disease prior 
to his enlistment, and the War Department records show that he was treated 
for thedisabilities alleged in the Government hospitals. 

The following brief extracts from the report of the House Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions set forth other and undisputed testimony to the same effect, while 
the Department examiner, R. G. Charles, gives his reeommendation for allow- 
ing the claim: 

“His officers and comrades testify to his having chronic diarrhea in Novem- 
ber, 1861, and sore eyes in 1863, and that he never recovered from either disabil- 
ity during his service. His neighbors, who have known him from boyhood, 
testify to the continuance of the diseases from the time of discharge, in 1865, up 
to the present. Drs. Grinnell, Graham, Stephenson, and Connell, skillful and 
reputable physicians, bear positive testimony to his disabled condition from the 
causes alleged. 

“ Notwithstanding the rejection of this claim by the Department, the Depart- 
ment examiner, R. G. Charles, recommended its allowance in the following 
words: 

“* From my examination of all the evidence in this case, I am of the opinion 
that the claim should be admitted for chronic diarrhea and inflammation of 
eyes. I think that claimant has been disabled for performing manual labor dur- 
ing the years from 1863 to 1882, in degree one-half.’ 

** All of the witnesses testifying in support of the claim are of the highest char- 
acter and best standing, and all of them he ve lived in the same community with 
the claimant since his birth.” 

This committee think the facts and evidence sufficient to warrant the claim, 
and therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. COCKRELL. This claim for increase was rejected in January, 
1884, and it does not seem that there has been any application for a re- 
consideration of it, and it appears to have been rejected on the ground 
that there has been no pensionable disability from the alleged cause 
since discharge. The application for pension was not made until 1879, 
while the soldier was discharged in 1865, and in 1884 the Commissioner 
of Pensions rejected the claim on the ground that there is no pension- 
able disability; that is, that there is no disability for manual labor ina 
pensionable degree; the injury or the disease produced no disability 
practically for manual Jabor. It is two years and a half nearly since 
this claim was rejected; andif the disability has increased the Pension 
Office can readily reopen the case and pass upon any additional evidence 
and determine whether the disability is now in a pensionable degree. 
It does seem to me that in cases where so much time has elapsed since 
the rejection the applicant ought to be required to pursue his remedy 
before the proper office according to law. I think the bill had better 
lie over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CuLLom in the chair). The Sen- 
ator objects to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator be willing to let it go over inform- 
ally? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Yes, without prejudice. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL], who re- 
ported it, is not present. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That is why I would not object to its considera- 
tion. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will retain its place on the 
Calendar. 


JAMES CARROLL. 


The bill (H. R. 4642) granting a pension to James Carroll was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of James Carroll, late a private in Company B, 
Third Regiment of North Carolina Mounted Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ROBERT M’ ALEXANDER. 


The bill (HH. R. 464) granting a pension to Robert McAlexander was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to put the name 
of Robert McAlexander on the pension-roll, he being a soldier in the 
Union Army in the late war, and memberof Company F’, Eighty-seventh 
Indiana Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. CATHERINE M’CARTY. 


The bill (H. R. 5603) granting a pension to Mrs. Catherine McCarty 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Catherine McCarty, widow of John Mc- 
Carty, late a private in Company B, First Regiment Missouri State 
Militia Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HENRY 8. COHN. 


The bill (H. R. 5881) for the relief of Henry S. Cohn was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Henry 8. Cohn as second lieutenant of Company C, One 
hundred and sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, according to the degree of 
his disabilities, in lieu of the pensiof he now receives as sergeant of 
Company G, One hundred and sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SARAH ANN MURPHY. 


The bill (H. R. 5882) granting a Jae to Sarah Ann Murphy was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Sarah Ann Murphy, widow of James Murphy, 
late a private in Company K, Twentieth Kentucky Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SALLIE ANN BRADLEY. 


The bill (H. R. 5394) granting a pension to Sallie Ann Bradley was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Sallie Ann Bradley, widow of Thomas J, Brad- 
ley, late a private in Company D, Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to hear the report in that case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SeweLi 
May 11, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5394) grant- 
ing a pension to Sally Ann Bradley, have examined the same, and report as fol- 
lows: 

That they find a report was made on this case by the House Committee on 
Invalid Pensions during the Forty-eighth and that the bill granting 
the claimant a pension was eaneed by the House, but did not reach the Senate 
in time for action. The committee herewith present said report and adopt it as 
part of their own, as follows: 

‘Sally Ann Bradley is the widow of Thomas J. Bradley, who served asa pri- 
vate in Company D, Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers, from June 13, 1361, to Oc. 
tober 9,1865. He was pensioned on account of shell wound of back received at 
Marwesborensh, semen 2, 1863, and died October 21, et ee 
not entire argeable 8 service, and consequently widow 
no title before the Pension Office. 

* signed by nearly three hundred of the best citizens of the county 
in whieh she resides, some of whom have known her and her deceased hus- 
band for many years before the late war, sets forth that she is seventy years of 
age, is as oo asan infant,and left without means of support, or friends 
able to ass er. 7 

‘Having been left destitute by the death of her husband, who served faith- 
fully for more than four years in the defense of his country, and who, while in 
such service, contracted a disability which necessarily impaired his ability to 
provide for himseif and wife a comfortable their declining , 
your committee are — of opinion that she Id not now be ebankoned 
to the charity of the world, but be, in a measure at least, provided for in her old 
days, and therefore fav on the bill and ask it do ” 

An examination of in case verifies the foregoing and 
the claies to Gueumiinnnd. ie te Sap 6 She comeing, OG hn ees Gans Dea 
of the claimant's sons followed father in the war for Union, two 
on EN ne 
wounds rece’ 

The committee believing this to be a very worthy case, recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ANNA WRIGHT. 

The bill (S. 2210) gran a to Anna Wright was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the It to the name of 
Anna Wright, dependent mother of Silas : @ private in 
Company A, Twenty-third New Jersey Volunteers, 6n the pension-roll. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without amendme 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, a 


MRS, MARGARET DUNLAP. 


The bill (S. 2167) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret Dunlay, » 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to pla — the 
pension-roll the name of Mrs. Margaret Dunlap, mother of Temes Pr 
Dunlap, late a private in Company H, Seventh Missouri Cayaj;, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordere, ; 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


ISAAC HARTER. 


The bill (S. 1802) for the relief of Isaac Harter was considered as ;, 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-ro)] a 
name of Isaac Harter, of Herkimer, N. Y., late of Company C. New 
York Heavy Artillery. > 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. §4y 
YER May 11, 1886: . 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1302) era, 
a pension to Isaac Harter, have examined the same, and report F 
he petitioner in this case is Isaac Harter, who enlisted August §, 1899 9. 

rivate in Company C, Tenth New York Heavy Artillery, and was disehar+-1 

une 23, 1865. is claim for a pension is chronic rheumatism, and the Pension 
Office rejects him on the und of “ no disability.” . 
In his declaration the claimant alleges the incurrence of the disease whije 
picket duty in a severe storm, on which he served forty-eight continuous hours 
without relief; that he has suffered from it more or less ever since, and that he 
is at times disabled from doing any manual labor; that he was not treated jy 
— but by the regimental surgeon. 

The report of the Adjutant-General says : 

“The records of this office do not show the disability alleged.’ 

They seldom do, and if the soldiers depended only on record proof there 
wo be few tere granted. The evidence procured by the Pension OM- 
from its examining surgeons sustains its decision of *‘ no disability ;"’ which j. 
conclusive, but, in the opinion of the committee, too sweeping. Dr. Cyrus Ka) 
jr., of Herkimer, N.Y., says he has known claimant ten years, and he knows that 
he has been and is a great sufferer from rheumatism, abdominal! and muscu!) 

Isaac Doxtator, a citizen of Herkimer, makes affidavit in these words : 

“Have been acquainted with Isaac Harter for about forty-seven years. |! 
came to live with me when about ten years old, and up to the time of his enlist- 
ment he was n»t troubled with rheumatism ; but since he came out of the Army 
he has had it a greatdeal. I remember one time in particular I was at his houx 
visiting, and he had it so bad I was <— him most all night.”’ 

‘And be adds that it increases with years. 

The facts in this case are not, apparently,as well developed as they migi 
have been; but, with the proof at hand, the committee find that this man served 
through his term of enlistment, with a good record as to the quality of his ser, 
ice; that he was sound when he entered upon the hard duty of a soldier; that 
he is far otherwise now. His own statement, made under oath, inasmuch as he 
is a man well for as to his integrity,should have some weight, and it 
seems to the committee that from his own plain description of his exposure |v 
may very readily have incurred a permanent and pensionable disability. The 
committee can not undertake to account for the contradi testimony of the 
Pension Office examiners and that of the attending ph: m. Such contra 
dictions are common; but in this case the evidence given by the doctor why 
has for many years attended the man is corrobo: by one who has known 
him from boyhood. 5 

This bill is reported favorably, with a recommendation that it do pass 


Mr. COCKRELL. According to that report there is no disability in 
a pensionable degree existing in this case, and I must therefore o}jec: 
to the consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Senator objects to its considers- 
tion. It will go over without 1 its place on the Calendar. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator has right to object, but I think hi 
makes his statement al too sweepingly. The finding of the 
committee, like that of a jury ona question of fact, is to the contrary 

statement. 


of the Senator’s 

Mr. COCKRELL. The report has been read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill has been passed over with 
out prejudice. 


nt, ordered to 
nd passed 


0 


JOHN PARKINSON. 


The bill (S. 2326) granting a pension to John Parkinson was consii- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of John Parkinson, late a private in Company (, 
Third United States Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordere to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


NANCY MASON, 


The bill (S. 2325) to grant a pension to Nancy Mason was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It pro to place on the pension- 
ancy Mason, widow of William A. Mason, formerly 
a private in Company K, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. 
bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to! 
engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHANNA SOFIA ENLIND. 


The bill (S. 2061) a ion to Johanna Sofia Enlind was 
considered asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Jobanna Sofia Enlind, mother of Alexander Enlind, deceased, !ate* 
private in Company I, Thirteenth Connecticut Volunteers, on the pe" 
sion-roll. 


The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to be 
engrossed for a reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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RHODA WILLIAMS. 


The bill (S. 2181) granting a pension to Rhoda Williams was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Rhoda Williams, widow of John M. Williams, late 
of the First lowa Battery Light Artillery Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ALEXANDER TRIMBLE. 


The bill (8. 1897) granting a pension to Alexander Trimble was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Alexander Trimble, late a member of Company 
H, Seventeenth Regiment of Iowa Infantry Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I want the report read in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Saw- 
YER May 11, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1897) granting 
a pension to Alexander Trimble, have examined the same, and report : 

t was a private in Company H, Seventeenth lowa Infantry. He 
enlisted in 1862, and was ages in 1865. He claims disability, permanent 
and acute, from chronic dyspeps . There is no record testimony of his having 
been sick — service, and he says the physician who treated him is dead, and 
he finds it 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


ible to procure the testimony required. The Adjutant-Gen- | 


eral’s report, however, does show that he was several months a prisoner in the | 


South, which is very strong circumstantial evidence that he may have incurred 
not only chronic dyspepsia, but almost any other disease to which the soldier is 
liable. Hisrecord as a soldier from the beginning to the end of his service is ex- 
cellent, and his reputation as a man is of the best. His neighbors, quite a num- 
ber of thes, certify to his physical depreciation, and to his inability to do 
manual labor more than a small! portion of the time. The examining surgeon 
testifies that he is il! from the cause specified by him; that he is reduced in 
; that his heart is affected, and his respiration at times difficult; and he 
adds that he has personal as well as professional knowledge of his disabled con- 
dition. 

The committee are of opinion that the claimant is entitled to the relief he 
daims and needs, notwithstanding his inability to furnish the full amount of tes- 
timony required. The bill is therefore reported favorably, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EMILY M. SWIFT. 


The bill (S. 2203) ting a pension to Mrs. Emily M. Swift, of Dex- 
ter, Mich.,was eed as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to place on the pension-roll the name of Emily M. Swift, of Dexter, 
“ t mother of James C. Swift, late a lieutenant of Com- 
Regiment Alabama Union Cavalry. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 
The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 11, 1886: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2203) granting 
to Mrs. Emily M. Swift, have examined the same, and report: 
for a pension as dependent mother of James C. Swift, 
B, First Alabama Cavalry, and who died at Glen- 
dale, Miss., November , of wounds received in battle. The soldier's iden- 
tity, service, and death are not questioned, and the proof isample to show that 
he was theonly son of theclaimant. The pension is denied by the Pension Office 
on ae of ate a ep at the time of hisdeath. The facts are that 
the was living her second husband, William Stephens, in the vil- 
lage of Dexter, Washtenaw County, Mich: , when her son enlisted, which 
was also the home of the latter. It isin evi that the relations between the 
husband and wife were not t; that the son gave his mother his bounty- 
money and afterward sent portions of his pay, thus recognizing her de- 
pendence upon him independent of the fact that his mother had a husband who 
to support her. It is also in evidence that the husband 
not only did not maintain her, but that he converted to his own use all the per- 
gael supe she had; that he treated her with cruelty; that he procured 
from the estate of the soldier's father money that belonged to the son, converted 
own use, and that the mother had no benefit from it. Also that the pe- 
titioner has been granted a divorce from her said husband, William Stephens, 


L 


E 


and that she is now sixty-seven years of age, in poor health, and dependent 
7 her relatives for support; and that she has resumed the name of Emily 

In the opinion of the committee this is a case demanding relief that may prop- 
ay be: given. The bill is therefore reported favorably with a recommendation 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ALLEN P. JACOBS. 

_ The bill (H. R. 5622) granting a pension to Allen P. Jacobs was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Allen P. Jacobs, a soldier of the war of 1812, on the pension-roll at 
the rate of $25 a month. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case to show why 
this old soldier has not received a pension before. 
ui the following report, sabmitted by Mr. SAWYER 


1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill H. R. 5622) grant- 
ing ® Pension to Allen P. Jacobs, have examined ed aden sene eee 
ya House of Representatives, and report with recommendation that the bil! 


Allen P. Jacobs, of Owen Count , Kentucky, before he ixteen y 
sent by bis father to attend his sick brother, Elijah —. Jacobs, who 
er’s 












| as in Committee of the Whole. 
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he was severely wounded bya bullet shot through the thigh, about midway he- 
tween the hip joint and the knee. It does not appear from the records of the 
War Department that he was regularly mustered into the service of the United 
States, and therefore the Pension Office have not acted upon his application for 
nsion ; but that as a boy he volunteered, served gallantly in the fleld with the 
nited States Army, and was severely wounded. as above stated, is clearly 
shown by the testimony filed with the papers in the case and examined by the 
committee. 

This veteran is now nearly eighty-nine years of age; he is almost helpless 
and still a great sufferer from the wound he received in his country's service 
seventy-three years ago, and now in his old age he is compelled to live on the 
charity and kindness of friends. 

Your committee recommend that the bill do pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THOMAS T. SMITHERS. 

The bill (H. R. 427) for the relief of ‘Thomas T. Smithers was con- 
sidered asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Thomas T. Smithers, late a private in Company 
D, Twenty-eighth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ALBERTINE COCKRUM. 

The bill (H. R. 116) for the relief of Albertine Cockrum was considered 
It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Albertine Cockrum, widow of E. B. Cockrum, late a cap- 
tain in the Missouri Home Guards. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

SARAH CASTEEL. 

The bill (H. R. 6795) for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Casteel was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Mrs. Sarah Casteel, widow of Abram C. Casteel, late a private in 
Company F’, Twelfth Regiment Missouri State Militia Cavalry, on the 
pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL W. BOWLING. 

The bill (H. R. 6797) to place the name of Samuel W. Bowling on 
the pension-roll was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to place the name of Samuel W. Bowling, late a private in Com- 
pany D of the Eleventh Regiment of Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, on the 
pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CATHARINE WHITESELL. 

The bill (H. R. 6590) granting a pension to Catharine Whitesell was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Catharine Whitesell, widow of Dr. George L. 
Whitesell, as if Dr. George L. Whitesell had been mustered into the mili- 
tary service of the United States during the war of the rebellion, and 
to have her paid the pension of the widow of an assistant surgeon. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to call the attention of the Senator 
in charge of that bill to the language of it. It reads: 

As if thesaid Dr. George L, Whitesell had been mustered into the service of the 
United States during the war of the rebellion. 

Might not that language carry with it arrears ? 

Mr. BLAIR. I think the bill itself says that the pension is to be 
paid her on and after the passage of this act. 

Mr. COCKRELL. No. 

Mr. BLAIR. I move to insert that. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Would it not be better to strike out the words I 
have named, so as to read: 

The name of Catharine Whitesell, widow of Dr. George L. Whitesell, and pay 
her the pension of the widow of an assistant surgeon. 

That is all that is necessary, striking out the other words. 

Mr. BLAIR. The form of the bili is not before me. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move to strike out all of lines 7 and 8 and line 
9 down to and including the word ‘‘ rebellion,’’ as follows: 


Asif the said Dr. George L. Whitesell had been mustered into the military 
service of the United States during the war of the rebellion. 


Mr. BLAIR. That leaves the lady properly described. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the bill be read as amended. 

The Carer CLERK. Asproposed to be amended the bill would read: 

Beit enacted, #c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Catharine Whitesell, widow of Dr. 

L. Whitesell, and pay her the pension of the widow of an assistant sur- 

geon. 

Mr. BLAIR. Add: 


From and after the passage of this act 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The bili was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 
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Mr. BLAIR. Does the bill as now amended contain a description of 
the organization in which the service was rendered ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It does not. 

Mr.COCKRELL. Itisnotnecessary. He wasan assistant surgeon. 

Mr. BLAIR. But as it is a question of identity, the woman should 
be described as the widow of one who rendered service in some partic- 
ular organization. It should retain the words descriptive of her as the 
widow of the man who was in the organization. Let the bill be passed 
over for the present until it be amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be passed over without 
losing its place on the Calendar. 

Mr, BLAIR. It can be called up at another time. 


BRIDGET M. CULLEN. 


The bill (H. R. 6183) for the relief Bridget M. Cullen was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Bridget M. Cullen, widow of Patrick Cullen, late a 
private in Company B, Nineteenth New York Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ROBERT HI. STAPLETON. 


The bill (H. R. 4797) granting a pension to Robert H. Stapleton was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
peusion-roll the name of Robert H. Stapleton, late colonel of the Third 
Regiment New Mexico Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


MARY A. SHANNON. 


The bill (H. R. 1766) granting a pension to Mary A. Shannon was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mary A. Shannon, widow of Criner C. Shannon, 
late a private in Company G, One hundred and eighteenth Regiment 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 


The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 11, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1766) grant- 
ing a pension to Mary A. Shannon, have carefully examined the same, and 
adopt the report of the House and report in favor of the passage of the bill. 

The claim of this widow was rejected in the Pension Office on the ground that 
her husband died of a disease which or after discharge. 

The committee concede that the e: which caused the soldier's death 
did not originate in the service, but we think it is clearly shown that the ery- 
sipelas did result from diseased eyes contracted while in the service and for 
which he was receiving a pension at the time of his death. 

In support of this view of the case we quote the evidence of Dr. Watson, who 
testifies that he attended the soldier in his last illness for about one week prior 
to his death; that the immediate and remote cause of soldier’s death was in- 
flammation of the eyes, during the of which erysipelas set in, and re- 


JUNE 5. 





















of his infirmity, is entirely unable to earn his support, and is living .., . 
ity of friends and neighbors, having no relatives able to give him . hon 
No soldier has a better military history than George W. Rose. Jia) |. 
his unfortunate son would not now bea homeless waif. He gave his |\;.,.°" 
country, and this unfortunate orphan should be that country’s ward’? "S 
We think this is a legitimate ease for Congressional relief. and ;, 
the passage of the bill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, oy, 
passed 


a third reading, read the third time, and 


SOLOMON MESSER. 


The bill (H. R. 3166) granting a pension to Solomon Messer was, 
sidered as in Committee of the Whale. It proposes to place the nam. 
of Solomon Messer, late of Nathaniel Kelsey’s company, North (ar... 
lina troops, in removing the Cherokee Indians, on the pension-ro})__ 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MICHAEL M’GRAYEL. 


“The bill (H. R. 5975) granting a pension to Michael Mc(irayel wos 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase th. 
pension of Michael McGrayel, late of Company B, Ninety-eighth 1)))- 
nois Volunteers, to $36 per month, in lieu of the pension now receive, 
by him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARIA KILE. 

The bill (H. R. 4145) granting a pension to Maria Kile was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Maria Kile, mother of Nathaniel Kile, late 
member in Company K, Fifty-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Sawyer 
May 11, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4145) grant- 
ing a pension to Maria Kile, have carefully examined the same, and adopt the 
report of the House, and report in favor of the passage of the bill. 

‘athaniel Kile enlisted as a private in Com y K, Fifty-sixth Regiment New 
York Volunteers, on the 23d day of October, 1861, and died while iu the service 
ptember 25, 1862, leaving no widow or child surviving. 
is mother, Maria Kile, filed her claim for a m, and it was rejected A pri! 
7, 1883, on the ground that she was not dependent upon the soldier for her su)- 
port at the time of his death. 

The evidence on file in the Pension Bureau gives rise to a serious doubt as to 
the correctness of this rejection. It appears that at the time of the soldier's 
death (1862) Simeon Kile, the father, was in the occupation of some rugged and 
in the wilds of Sullivan County, New York. It was stony, unproductive, and 
poor enough. He did not own it. He leased it. The Hon. H. R. Low, at pres. 
ent a senator of the State of New York, testifies that he was the owner of the 
land in question and leased it to Kile; that Kile could not and did not pay the 
rent, small as it was. 

On this so-called farm he had a half dozen cows,a few and a team of 
horses. But even these were mortgaged to one Cyrus Gray, who testifies tha: 
the chattel nee was Sa after four annual renewals he wa: 


le red to 


. 


sulted in his death; that the disease o es was the immediate cause of the iged reclose and 

ean. me ae ee De : Pee states that aan wenn ne ee w y shows that the sony bef he went to the war, was 
tion in the eyes an acute form, pro rom exposure, was 80 habit paren >lsewhe 
as to cause much redness of the eyes, and while in this condition erysi the of working For his teen te ane when om eeenewhes 


in and spread all over the face and reached the throat, causing his death Rakes 
six days after open commenced. 
The only material question involved in this case is, did erysipelas result from 
oy iy eyes? Your committee think it did, and recommend the passage of 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MRS. M. A. LEWIS. 
The bill (H. R. 5174) granting a pension to Mrs. M. A. Lewis was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
ion-roll the name of Mrs. M. A. Lewis, mother of Thomas Lewis, 
ate of Company L, Second Regiment Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, as 
dependent relative. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


and hesehees that the bill do pass. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 1 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM H. NEVIL. 

The bill (H. R. 3623) granting a ion to William H. Nevil was 

considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
ion-roll the name of William H. Nevil, late of Company A, (ne 
undred and ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


LENFORD ROSE. The bill (H. R. 5931) waning © : ene lechoer - 

; was pensi Lenford Rose i as in Committee t proposes to place on the 

sidered as {n Cotamittee of the Whole. Tt p $0 place on the | peuslon-rell the mame of Exdsnthe Kirchner, dependent mothe: of 
pension-roll the name of Lenford Rose, son of W. Rose, late a ner, late a private in Company G, Twenty- eg 


nois Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, omer! 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JAMES WOLFE. 

The bill (H. R. 1768) Lee age to James Wolfe was cov- 
sidered as in Committee of the It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of James Wolfe, late a private in Company I’. Se- 
ond Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered (0 


lieutenant of Company I, Fifth Michigau Infantry, and to pay to his 
legally constituted guardian, for his benefit, a pension of $15 a month. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAawYER 
May 11, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2976) grant- 
ing a pension to Lenford Rose, have carefully examined the opt 


sam ad 
See the House of Representatives, and report in favor of the puameae 
of the b 


That Lenford Rose is the son of George W. Rose, who tl tee 


Company I, Fifth t Michigan Infantry, August 27, was a third reading, read the third time, and passed 
and to first lieutenant J and captain 
June 2.1895 died Ma cee of rounds received in action at Se ati of the (H. R. cae sear ion to en Barbara Fuchs was 
ey ope : The bill (H. R. 6489 ing a a Fuchs was 
Pose, ewe poor ronha doers supporehimectand fly | read Cain Gommitice of the Whole, Te proposes to pls: 
y day ‘and | ha Fuchs 
was so from He no use of his arm it withered thenameof Mrs. Barbara Fuchs, of Jo n *, 
aoe San oe fever atthe Ui of hia deathand the penston given the “hilires | late of H, Sixth Regiment of W Infantry Voluntecss. 
ill ney were sixteen was used up in their support. Rose,on account | Mr, Let the report be read in that case. 
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1886. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Hoar in the chair). The report 
will be read. : ; 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 11, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6489) grant- 
ing a pension to Mrs. Barbara Fuchs, have carefully examined the same, and 
adopt the report of the House of Representatives, and report in favor of the 

The claimant filed her egpiention for pension as the dependent stepmother of 
John Fuchs, late private o Company H, Sixth Regiment Wisconsin Infantry 





Volunteers, and who was killed in action June 19, 1864, at Petersburg, Va. Sol- 
dier was never . Claim was rejected on the ground that there is no title 
claim, she not being the natural m r of soldier. 


in 
. Feelder and Jacob Blum testify that they knew claimant as the stepmother 
Jom that soldier at the time of his father’s (Sebastian Fuchs) marriage 
said claimant was a child of about three years of age. 
John G. St rand Philip Eder testify that claimant’s husband, at soldier's 
was and unable to support her. 

1 Feelder and Jacob Blum further testify that claimant has not remar- 
since the death of soldier's father April5, 1867. He wasa laboring man, 
and unable to support his family. He used to mend shoes and had no in- 
from his real estate. Since his death claimant has supported herself by 

the real estateshe owned. They owned some real estate in Fountain 

is., worth about $2,000, and she has sold the most of it to support herself. 
Soldier worked for his parents prior to his enlistment, and gave all his earnings 
and did this for three years before his enlistment. 

In soldier's letter to parents bearing date February, 1864, at Camp Washburn, 
he sends for their support $60 out of his bounty of $75; he also sent them his cir- 
tificate of muster, to enable them to > a the bounty given by the town, with 
suppo 

‘The applicant atthe death of her husband (soldier's father) was left with four 
girls to eeppets, he oldest being seventeen and the youngest two and one-half 

~ ~ So Poe a 2 months oe. death, 
hissending a large n oO earnings to the support of his parents, 
ae with Gaur lenimony showing that prior to and at the time of his 
enlistment he felt it his duty to contribute to the support of his father’s family, 
evidence the fact that had he lived he would have cared for her who cared for 


| 
: 


i 


in her d hel dition. 
hm . his infancy in now poor an ae con _ so 
Mr. COCKRELL. I think the bill had better be passed over. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be passed over. 
3 ELIZA A. WEEKS. 


The bill (H. R. 2975) granting a pension to Eliza A. Weeks was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
roll the ndme of Eliza A. Weeks, widow of David P. Weeks, 
a private in Captain Crosby’s company, Second United States Dra- 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MARGARET MADDEN. 


The bill (H. R. 4143) for the relief of Margaret Madden was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Margaret Madden, of Long Island City, N. Y., 
Christopher Madden, late a private in Company B of the 
t New York Volunteers. 

i reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
read the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM J. HEADY. 


bill (H. R. 5635) granting “eee to William J. Heady was 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the 
name of William J. Heady, as captain, on the pension-roll for gallant 
services in the Mexican war. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 11, 1886 
The Committee on Pensions to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5635) grant- 
ing. recuse te William J. Heady, have examined the same, and report: 
an examination of the proofs in this case has satisfied the committee that 
the report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Representatives 
iscorrect. Itis and is as follows: 
.of Kentucky, wasa captain in the Army of the United 
States during the war with Mexico. That just previous to the batile of Buena 
Vista he was sent with a small detachment ona reconnaissance, and 
‘Was captured and carried to the City of Mexico, and kept a prisoner until that 
was captured by General Scott. 
He was a brave, promet, intelligent, and efficient officer. He is now very 
very bad , and in some measure resulting from hard usage 
inmeao of e pabtie ; nn 4 wholly unable to doany kind of work, and has been an 
committee recommend the passage of the bill.” 
bill is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it do 


: 
ui 


i 


| 


fi 
z 


ul 
5 


was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
read the third time, and passed. 


LARKIN G. MEAD. 


yi 
: 


(H. R. 5283) 

Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
name of Larkin G. Mead, late assistant surgeon of the 
Volunteers. 


ft 
| 


E 
i 


read the third time, and passed. 
LOUISA C. BEEZELY. 


z 
z 


@red as in 
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granting a pension to Larkin G. Mead was con- 


was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


nny on we vellet of Louisa C. Beezely was consid- 
of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
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sion-roll the name of Louisa C. Beezely, widow of Nathaniel Beezely, 
deceased, formerly 2 member of Company B, Second Indiana Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELANDER M. MOONEYHAN. 

The bill (H. R. 6801) granting a pension to Elander M. Mooneyhan 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the nameof Elander M. Mooneyhan, widow of Thomas 
J. Mooneyhan, of Company I, Twenty-fourth Regiment Missouri Vol- 
unteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Saw- 
YER May 31, 1886: 

_ The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6801) grant- 
ing a pension to Elander M. Mooneyhan, have examined the same, and report : 

That an examination of the proofs in this case has satisfied the committee that 
the report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Representa- 
tives is correct. It is adopted, and is as follows: 

“The evidence in this case establishes beyond question the following facts : 
Claimant’s husband enlisted in Company I, Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteers, 
August 11,1861. On the 20th of August, 1861, he was elected first lieutenant of 
that company, and immediately took command, drilling them until October 10, 
1861, when he was taken sick with typhoid fever, and died October 23,1861. On 
the next day the company was regulariy mustered into service. The widow's 
claim was rejected on the ground that the soldier had not been mustered into 
service. That he served two months and incurred the disease from which he 
died is clearly proven. The rule of this committee has been to rate pensions ac- 
cording to rank from time of muster under a commission. As this soldier at 
time of death held no commission, your committee recommend that the bill be 

” 


The bill is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it do 
pass, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


DELILAH VANDEVENDER. 

The bill (S. 2196) granting a pension to Dillian Vandeventer was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with amend- 
ments, in line 6, to strike out the name ‘‘Dillian Vandeventer’ and 
insert ‘‘ Delilah Vandevender;’’ and in line 7, to strike out ‘* Vande- 
venter’’ and insert ‘‘ Vandevender;’’ so as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, oten to the provisionsand 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Delilah Vandevender, dependent 
father of Jacob Vandevender, late of Company D, One hundred and forty-ninth 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 


Mr. HARRISON. There is some confusion in the names. The 
amendment proposed by the committee to strike out ‘‘ Dillian’’ and 
insert ‘‘ Delilah’’ should be agreed to; but the name ‘‘ Vandeventer’’ 
is correct, and therefore the amendment to strike out ‘‘ Vandeventer”’ 
and insert ‘‘ Vandevender’’ should be rejected. I move to amend the 
amendment of the committee by striking out the word ‘‘ Vandevender,”’ 
as proposed by them, and restoring ‘‘ Vandeventer;’’ so as to read 
‘* Delilah Vandeventer.”’ 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRISON. The committee have failed to make a correction. 
They changed the name, as will be seen, to the mother instead of the 
father, but left the word ‘‘father’’ standing. In line 7, I move to 
strike out the word ‘‘father’’ and insert ‘‘ mother;’’ so as to read ‘‘ de- 
pendent mother of Jacob Vandeventer.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill granting a pension to 
Delilah Vandeventer.’’ 

DANIEL H. ROSS. 

The bill (S. 524) granting a pension to Daniel H. Ross was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Daniel H. Ross, late a private in Company B, First 
Regiment Mississippi Marine Brigade. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move tostrike out the second section of the 
bill, in the following words: 

Src. 2, That this act shall take effect from and after its passage. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM L. M’CALL. 
The bill (H. R. 4632) granting a pension to William L. McCall was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the 
name of William L. McCall, late a private in Company D, Ninth Ten- 
nessee Cavalry, on the pension-roll. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELEANOR FOUST. 


rhe bill (H. R. 5100) granting a pension to Eleanor Foust was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Eleanor Foust, widow of James Foust, de- 
ceased, late a private in Company H, Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee 
Volunteer Cavalry. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Wurr- 
THORNE May 11, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5100) grant- 
ing a pension to Eleanor Foust, having examined the same, beg leave to report: 


That the testimony which was before the Commissioner of Pensions was fully 


examined, and being satisfied that the report of the House committee (first ses- 
sion, Forty-ninth Congress No. 787), who also examined this claim, is sustain 


ed 
by Sees in the case, do adopt the said report as herein set forth as a part 
hereof: 

** James Foust enlisted as private in Company H, Thirteenth Regiment Ten- 
nessee Cavalry , September 24, 1963,and was honorably discharged on the5th day 
of September, 1875, and died December 4, 1875. 

*‘ Eleanor Foust, his widow, filed claim for pensicn March 25, 1880, which was 
rejected on the ground that disabilities of which the soldier died were not in- 
curred while in lineof duty. 

‘The proof shows that claimant's husband was sound and free from disease 
at timeof enlistment, and that he was at time of discharge afflicted with disease 
of leg and thigh, from which he afterward died. 

“The only question which the Pension Office could make on this case is that 
of the incurrence of the fatal disabilities in line of duty. On this point the proof 
shows that the first symptoms of the disease were obvious when the soldier re- 
turned to his command from a trip home on furlough, and that he attributed 
the disease at that time to overexertion in attempting to evade capture by a 
band of confederate soldiers which he encountered while returning to his com- 
mand. 


‘The disease appears from the medical testimony to have been physical pros- 
tration from profuse and prot suppuration of the docpennie’d atemeianes 
of the thigh, sppenentiy resulting from extensive periostitis, which his attend- 
ing physicians during his last illness agree was the cause of his death, and that 
such disease would naturally result from overexertion. 

‘‘ The soldier served fifteen months after the first development of disease, and 
engaged in active service and battles until said disease developed tosuch an ex- 
tent as to render him unable to perform hard service, He returned from the 
Army a physical wreck, and was never able to perform any kind of manual 
labor thereafter. 

*‘ Soldier and this claimant were married to each other March 9, 1854. 

“ Your committee recommend the passage of the bill.” 

And accordingly reccommend the passage of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JAMES B. RUSSELL. 


The bill (H. R. 5692) for the relief of James B. Russell was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It owe to place on the pension- 
roll the name of James B. Russell, late first lieutenant of Company 
H, Second Regiment East Tennessee Cavalry. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I mustask that thatbillshalllie over. Theclaim- 
ant resides in my State, and I have information thatthe disabilities were 
not incurred in the line of serviceor in the line of duty, but long since 
the war. This information comes from a Union soldier. I have com- 
municated it to the Commissioner of Pensions and have requested that 
he send a special examiner to make a thorough examination into the 
case and make a report. Until that reportis received I desire that the 
case shall remain upon the Calendar and not be acted upon. I want 
equal and exact justice done. If the claimant is fairly and ly 
entitled to a pension he should have it and I shall favor it, and if he is 
not he ought not to have it. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Speaking for myself, I am pees willing 
that that shall be done, but from an examination of record as pre- 
sented to the committee I was thoroughly satisfied myself that it is a 
meritorious case. However, upon an allegation of the kind now made, 
it is just alike to the claimant and the Government that a further ex- 
amination should be made. 

Mr. BLAIR. I call attention to the fact that this is a case where it 
would seem that if there is conflicting evidence the soldier might well 
be entitled to the benefit of the doubt. The report:says: 


The evidence shows him to have been intensely loyal to the Government and 
vey active in its support. 
e 


~ now seventy-two years of age, poor,and unable to do anything for his 
“Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 
Mr. COCKRELL. The question of present disability and present 
pecuniary condition are also controverted. re 
Mr. BLAIR. The question is really whether it is a case of fraud or 


not. 
Mr. COCKRELL. I furnished the Commissioner of Pensions a copy 


of the report and all the information. I do not know any of the 


ties, and I do not know the gentleman who gave me the information,. 


except that he is considered a reliable 
Mr. BLAIR. The bill is to go over y, I understand. 
Mr. COCKRELL. yes. 
Mr. WHITTHORNE. If the Pension Office is to make an examina- 
tion, it is proper that the bill be passed over. 
The PRESIDING GFFICER. The bill will be passed.over. 


considered as in Committee of the 
pension-roll the name of John D. Krehbiel, late captain of Com 
I, Forty-first Regiment New York Volunteers. 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 
pension-roll the name of John Arthur, late of Company K. One ip. 
dred and sixtieth Regiment Ohio Volunteers. 


considered as in Committee of the 
pension-roll the name of Catharine Kennedy, mother of John Moriarty, 
deceased, late of Company K, One hundred and fifty-eighth New York 
Volunteers. 





. JOHN D. KREHBIEL. 

The bill (H. R. 6519) granting a ion to John D. Krehbiel was 
le. It proposes to place on the 

pany 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, order:d jo 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN ARTHUR. 
The bill (H. R. 5058) granting a pension to John Arthur was (op. 


It proposes to place on the 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered ¢, 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ANDREW J. WILSON. 
The bill (H. R. 7108) granting a pension to Andrew J. Wilson was 


pension 

considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Andrew J. Wilson, late a private in Company 
F, Ninety-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CATHARINE KENNEDY. 
The bill (H. R. 6639) granting a ion to Catharine Kennedy was 
le. It proposes to place on the 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. }}i.\ ir 
May 11, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. 22. 6639) ¢1 
ing a pension to Catharine Kennedy, have examined th 2, and report 
Your committee have examined the facts of this ease, and adopt the m 
ment thereof in the report hereto annexed of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions of the House of Representatives (House Report No. 1200), and recommend 


topemnee of the bill. 

Catharine Kennedy isthe mother of John Moriarty, late of Company 
K, One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Volunteers; that soldier e:)isted 
Asgest a and was killed while on picket duty at Hatcher's Run, Va., 


31, ‘i 
Father of soldier died in 1845,and mother remarried in 1847,to Thomas Ke: 
nedy, but he had his hip broken in 1850, from which he has been disabled 
since and unable to do a full day’s work. In consequence, both Mrs. Kenie:\y 
and her husband have had a constant strife to earn their support. Mothers 
a was on the ground that she was not dependen! on 


rt. 

Thomas Wieck less, auditor of Seott County, Iowa, March 28, 1881, testifies that 
Thomas Kennedy owns a house and lot in venport, Iowa, assessed at $115 
—— a Sanaa eerie : 

ussei , postmasier Davenport, Iowa, on ebruary 12, 1881, certifies 
that Mra. Catherine Kennedy is quite poor; she was wholly dependent upon 
her ro. Moriarty, for support; her husband is sixty years of age and i- in 


poor . 

Thonias Mahony testifies that he has known claimant for forty-nine year-: 

that he knew her son, John Moriarty; that before he entered service he 

worked a brush factory and gave his earnings to his mother and his ste)- 
that he knew he sent them money from the Ary 

Treasury certifies that arrears of pay and bounty 


and that although past jis 
his duty and desire to assist in 


majority when he enlisted, yet he acknowl! 
connie the a She hae struggled a eter ete ees eileen i i. 
en s without aid, 
but now she is old and in need, and is entitled tosome relief from a Geverenat 
to which in peace ha meme tte life of her first-born. 

Your committee that the bill do pass. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM J. HUDSON. 

The bill (H. R. 4850) for the relief of William J. Hudson was con- 
sidered as ir Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 

roll the name of William J. Hudson. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordere:! to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LURENA WAGES. 

The bill (H. R. 6668) granting a to Lurena Wages was con- 
slinned cate Gmentincn tata, Tr to place on the pen- 
sion-rol] the name wn Boe Wages, widow of ee wee late a 

rivate in Company E, Seventh Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 
: COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 
- The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Bi.\10 
May 11, 1886: 
R, 6668) grant 


‘ lived to- 
fied petitions for divore: from 
each other in the cirouit court of Clay County, Kentucky, in an ong 








1886. 


ee 





She testifies that a short time after the term of the court at which the suit for 
divorce was set for trial the said James Jackson by her place of resi- 
dence on his; turn from said term of court, and exhibited to heran instrument 


iting, which he ted as a bill of divorcement dissolving their 
of writing, we, and that she in good faith believed that they were lawfully di- 
rorced from each 


The said James Jackson testifies that he and claimant were by a decree of the 
sroper court of Clay County, Kentucky, divorced from each other. 
™Thesaid James m was married to another woman in the same neighbor- 
hood where claimant lived, in the year 1845, and claimant was married to Jack- 
son Wages, also of the same neighborhood, in the year 1848. The said Jackson 
Wages enlisted as & Brivare in ey E, Seventh ment Kentucky Vol- 
unteers, on the 1ith of March, 1862; was discharged therefrom the 10th day 
of March, 1865, and died July 26, 1881, of chronic diarrhea, which he contracted 
while in the service aforesaid, and in the line of duty. Claimant filed applica- 
tion for pension January 25, 1882, which was rej December 5, 1884, on the 
-round that claimant was not the lawful widow of the soldier, she having a 
pie d li Some whom she was not legally divorced at the time of her mar- 

1 the so! . 
7 cleric of the circuit court of Clay County, Kentucky, certifies to the ex- 
istence of record in his office of the pleadings and papers in the suit for divorce 
as aforesaid, but does not find a judgment of divorce in said case of record, and 
vives it as his opinion that the ons and grounds for divorce were amply 
<ufficient to justify a decree dissolving the contract, and attributes 
the absence of the record of the divorce to the carelessness of the officers of 
The deposition of divers citizens of the neighborhood in which 
daimant and the soldier lived together as husband and wife for more than 
thirty years shows that the fact of claimant's being divorced from her former 
husband was never ees be any one to their knowledge until the ques- 
tion was raised by the Pension , which said witnesses are certified in the 
record as being ee character. : 

Your committee have been called upon by the citizens of Clay County, Ken- 
tucky, to consider in connection with this case a petition numerously signed by 
the leading citizens and representative men of the locality in which claimant 
has resided for more than forty years, setting forth the good moral character of 
claimant and the universally belief of the legality of her marriage with 
the said soldier, and the fact of their living continuously together as husband 
and wife in good faith for more than = cr The character of these peti- 
tioners and their standing in society entitled them tothe very highest consider- 
ation. 

While your committee think that there may have been some legal impairment 
to claimant’s marriage with said soldier, yet they do not for a moment believe 


that any legal barrier tothe marriage was known to or suspected by either 
claimant or the said soldier. 


. They therefore recommend the passage of the bill 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOSEPH TUTTLE. 


The bill (H. R. 7109) granting a pension to Joseph Tuttle was con- 
sidered as in i of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Joseph Tuttle, father of Charles Tuttle, de- 
ceased, late a private in Company F’, Second Michigan Volunteers. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN H. WALTERS. 


The bill (H. H. 3860) granting a pension to John H. Walters was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of John H. Walters, late a private in Company A, 
First Regiment Kentucky Cavalry. . 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

THOMAS J. SLAYTON. 

The bill (H. R. 5169) to increase oF egg of Thomas J. Slayton 
was considered as in Committee of the le. It proposes to increase 
the pension of Thomas J. Slayton, late a private in Company H, Thir- 
teenth Regiment Vermont Volunteers, from $4 to $15 a month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM FIELD. 

The bill (H. R. 4808) — a pension to William Field was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of William Field, late a private in Company A, 


Thirty-ninth Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers, at the rate of $12 
per month. 


The bill was 


h to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
4 third reading, read 


third time, and passed. 

JOSIAH FOCHT. 

The bill (H. R. 5408) granting a pension to Josiah Focht was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 


as 
sion-roll the name of Josiah Focht, late a private in Com D, Thirty- 
seventh Pennaytvania Volunteers, wil oe . 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ae EUPHEMIA R. SMITH. 
bill (H. R. 6150) for the relief of Euphemia R. Smith was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 


sion-roll the name of Euphemia R. Smith, widow of Garrett Smith, lat 
Company A, One hundred and ninth Regiment Fuleayivenis Vol- 


unteers, 
reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered t 
4 third reading, read the third time, and passed. x 
LOUIS WHORLEY. 
The bill (H. R. 2963) granting a pension to Louis Whorley was con- 


S 
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sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Louis Whorley, late of Company F, Fifth Regi- 
ment United States Artillery. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ROBERT FE. 
The bill (H. R. 5525) 


STEPHENS 
- granting increase of pension to Robert E. 
Stephens was considered asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to place on the pension-roll the name of Robert E. Stephens, late of 
Company K, Seventy-first Regiment Indiana Volunteers (afterward 
Sixth Indiana Cavalry), at the rate of $28 per month, in lieu of $24 per 
month heretofore allowed him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EDWARD M. HARRINGTON. 

The bill (H. R. 6648) for the relief of Edward M. Harrington was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 7, to strike out ‘‘New Jersey’’ and insert ‘‘ New 
York; ’’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Edward M. Harrington, formerly 
a member of Company —, Ninth Regiment New York Cavalry Volunteers 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move to insert ‘‘C,’’ in line 7 
**Company;’’ so as to read ‘‘ Company C.’’ 
company named in the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. Does the report show that he was in Company ©? 

Mr. COCKRELL. ‘‘ Edward M. Harrington enlisted in Company C, 
Ninth New York Cavalry.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


, after the word 
There ought to be some 


ELIZABETH M’KAY. 
The bill (H. R. 4782) granting a pension to Elizabeth McKay was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an amend- 
ment, in line 5, to strike out ‘‘Rawley’’ and insert ‘‘ Rowley;’’ so as to 
make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby. au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Elizabeth McKay, 
widow of Rowley S. McKay, deceased, subject to the provisions and limitations 
of the pension laws. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The biil was read the third time, and passed. 


WALTER A. DONALDSON. 


The bill (S. 1459) granting a pension to Walter A. Donaldson was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an amend- 
ment, in line 8, before the word ‘‘dollars,’’ to strike out ‘‘fifty’’ and 
insert ‘‘thirty-five;’’ so as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Walter A. Donaldson, late captain 
of Company F, Seventy-first Regiment New York State Volunteers, at the rate 
of $35 per month, in lieu of the pension which he is now receiving. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLarr 
May 11, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1459) granting an 
inerease of pension to Walter A. Donaldson, have examined the same, and re- 
rt 


The claimant, Walter A. Donaldson, enlisted June 21, 1861, as captain of Com- 
pany F, Seventy-first New York Volunteers, and served until discharged, No- 
vember 4,1863. He applied fora pension November !2, 1863, which was allowed 
at the rate of $ per month. This was based on a cut on left leg by his horse 
falling on bim at second Bull Run, August 29, 1862; gunshot wound of neck at 
battle of Chancellorsville, May 3, 1863; gunshot wound of right thigh at battle 
of Gettysburg, July 2, 1863; and bleeding piles from hard marching. 

This amount was increased to $10 from May 4, 1870. Another application for 
inerease was rejected December 5, 1873. His application for arrears was alse 
rejected, but anotherapplication for increase was allowed at $15 from September 
21,1877. This was increased to $20 from November 26, 1881. It does not appear 
that any application has been made since for further increase, 

The affidavit of Charles F. Russell, M. D., dated April 16, 1886, is presented, 
which details at length the present condition of this soldier, and shows that he 
is now unabie to perform any manual labor whatever, and the letter of claimant 
and other papers are also filed. 

Your committee, after a careful consideration of this case, think that the evi- 
dence warrants an increase of the pension, and therefore report back the bill 
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with the recommendation that it do , with an amendment: Strike out the 
word “ fifty’ and insert the words “ dhirty-five.” in the eighth line. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendinent reported by the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


ing a pension to Ferdinand Koehler, have carefully examine . 
adopt the reoere of the House of Representatives, ond one me 
passage e 5 of the 
eae Som the files in this case that claimant enlisted in Company co 
Missouri Cavalry, November 22, 1861, and was discharged March 16 Toe . 

upon surgeon's certificate of disability. In March, 1879, he applied fore 
sion, all ing internal bleeding hemorrhoids. This application was wl ae 
on ground of no record and no medical treatment in service. He dielens thee 
be wag Seated 8 emennn) nes ital, sae no records of that regiment are tat 
e. e certificate upon whic! was discharged says h See 
six months before discharged. ys he was unfit for duty 


Dr. Edward Mayer and several neighbors testify that claimant was ay yyy, 
JOHN A. ORNDORFF. ally — = = be — The Syneee apa that claimant wea 
: ; : very sick while the regiment was station int Louis. 
The bill (H. R. 4685) for the relief of John A. Orendorff was consid- + 


Sergeant Pousch, of the same company, testifies to his sickness in . . 
that at the time of his discharge he was suffering from his back and spelis ct 
bleeding at his bone aes that he testifies to this from personal knowledes 
Christian Ott, a comrade, corroborates this. - 
Dr. Mayer testifies that he became his family physician when he returned from 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 6, to strike out ‘‘ Orendorff’’ and insert ‘‘ Orn- 
dorff:’’ so as to make the bill read: the Army, and that from the time of his discharge to the present claimant |ia« 

, S been a discased and disabled man. eissascnnen 

Be it enacted, &e., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, author- B. Warsenger, Wilson Mills, and Andrew Frasier testify as to continuance 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and | pr 1, Dyer testifies as to treatment for hemorrhoids in 1865. The Soaaeeaee 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of John A. Orndorff, late of Company | hoard of surgeons report him totally disabled with hemorrhoids and asta 
I, Two hundred and fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. His inability to procure medical evidence in service at or immediately a 

The amendment was agreed to. charge seems to have been the cause of rejection. He served sixteen months, 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


entering the service an unusually strong man, and came out completely broken, 
down. The existence of the disease in the service soon after discharge and ever 
since seems to be establ 
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill for the relief of John 
A. Orndorff.’’ 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
H. L. KYLER. 


The bill (H. R. 1818) granting a pension to H. L. Kyler was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to restore to the pen- 
sion-roll the name of H. L. Kyler. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 


The read the following report, submitted by Mr. Sawyer 
May 12, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1818) grant- 
ing a pension to H. L. Kyler, have carefully examined the same, and adopt the 


ag the House of Representatives, and report in favor of the passage of 
e bill. 


H. L. Kyler was a privatein Company A, One hundred and sixty-seventh Ohio 
Volunteers, and was pensioned for neuralgia affecting the eyesight incurably. 
His pension was revoked in 1882 on the ground that the disability existed prior 
to enlistment. 

Upon a special examination by the agent of the Pension Bureau, it was de- 
veloped that Dr. J. M. Saunders, of Oxford, Ohio, had complained to the Depart- 
ment and requested Mr. Kyler’s pension to be revoked. Dr.Saunders is re- 
ported by the special examiner to be a personal enemy to Kyler, and to evi- 
dently be animated by ill-will and hatred. Theexaminer also reports Kyler to 
be a man of the standing and integrity. The truth is that Kyler is 

of Oxford, and had incurred the enmity of Dr. Saunders while dis- 
charging his official duty ina matter wherein Dr. Saunders was culpable. Under 
these circumstances Dr. Saunder’s testimony is entitled to noconsideration. On 
the other hand, ele: en witnesses, one of them assistant surgeon of the regiment, 


swear to Kyler’s soundness and exemption from affection of the eyes at enlist- 
ment. 


We are utterly unable to concur with the Pension Bureau in its suspension of 
Kyler’s certificate. We therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM P. CARLETON. 

The bill (H. R. 7074) granting a ion to William P. Carleton was 
considered 2 in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of William P. Carleton, late of Company B, Sec- 
ond Regiment Illinois Artillery. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY MANES. 
The bill (H. R. 2800) granting a pension to Mary Manes was cou- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mary Manes, mother of William Manes, late 
a member of Company D, Fourth Regiment of Wisconsin Cavalry Vol- 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WASHINGTON T. OTEY Saas & ee. 
s ’ i i Elizabe bbins was 
‘The bill (H.R, 4882) granting a pension to Washington 'T. Otey was | _, The bill (H. R426) granting s pension to Elisabet oe nce on the 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name roll the name of Elizabeth A. Robbins, mother of William 
of Washington T. Otey, late a lieutenant of Company F of the Sixty- enry Robbins, deceased, late a private in Company E, Seventh Regi- 
second Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers, on the pension-roll at the ry riheesa, 


PHILIP RAIGER. 

The bill (H. R. 5406) granting a pension to P. E. Raiger was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an amend- 
ment: In line 6, before ‘‘ Raiger,’’ to strike out ‘“‘P. E.”’ and insert 
**Philip;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be itenacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 


linwitations of the pension laws, the name of Philip Raiger, late of Company F, 
Fourth Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry. 


The amendment was agreed to, 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill granting a pension to 
Philip Raiger.’’ 

DR. WILLIAM H. SHEFFIELD. 

The bill (H. R. 4163) granting a pension to Dr. William H. Shef- 
field was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension-roll the name of William H. Sheffield, late volun- 
teer acting assistant surgeon of the One hundred and seventh Regiment 
New York Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM B. JACOBS. 

The bill (H. R. 4199) granting a pension to William B. Jacobs was 

considered asin Committeeofthe Whole. It proposes to place on the 

pension-roll the name of William B. Jacobs, late a member of the Fifty- 
ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CHARLOTTE BUCK. 


The bill (H. R. 3614) granting a pension to Charlotte Buck was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Charlotte Buck, dependent stepmother of James 
Buck, deceased, late of Company A, Sixteenth United States Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


rate of $8 per month ment Iowa Infantry Vol S : dered to 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to The bill was oe aoe ti —e — 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. a third reading, ails m oan. 
FERDINAND KOEHLER. eee oe . =e 
a R ] ls was 
The bill (Hf, R, 6770) granting a pension to Ferdinand Koehler was | _, The bill (H. R. 6453) granting » pension to Martin 2 tee on the 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It to place on the roll the name of Martin J. Reynolds, late a private in Company 
pension-roll the name of Ferdinand Koehler, of Company C, Sec- Third Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers. 
te ae ait ho taiie ‘The bill was reported to the Senate aiest amendment, ordered to 
. report third reading, read the third time, passed. 
The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER m 
May 12, 1886: BRUNO SCHULTZ. 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6770) grant- The bill (H. R. 6774) granting a pension to Bruno Schulte was com 
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sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
jon-roll the name of Bruno Schultz, late of Company F, Twenty- 
second Regiment Illinois Volunteers, 
Mr. KRELL. Let the report be read. 
The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 


May 12, 1886: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6774) grant- 
ing a pension to Bruno Schultz, have examined the same, and report: 
<. examination of the proofs in this case has satisfied the committee that the 
of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Representatives is 
correct. It is adopted, and is as follows: 
“The — = —— manta, to iere wan sateod the bill (H. R. 
granting @ runo ultz, submit the following report : 
hee net was a private in Company F, Twenty-second en 
having enlisted on June 25, 1861, and was dise ed July 7,1%4. He alleges 
in his nm for oa that he was ruptu in right side, caused by fall- 
ing over a stump at night about January 17 or 18, 1864, whi'e on the retceat from 
to Loudon, Tenn. His claim was rejected because there was no 
record of his disability in the service. Claimant is shown to have been astout, 
healthy young man prior to enlistment, a cooper by trade. The circumstances 
his injury as alleged are shown | the testimony of Lieutenant Scheur- 
and comrades John Kimich and Conrad Steffman; and three persons, 
them — ys oy testify to his showing his rupture within eight days 
return from the service. The report of the medical board of exam- 
1876shows “ right scrotal hernia of large size and difficult of retention,’ 
the disability is permanent. The last evidence, filed in July, 1884, 
claimant disabled for work at least one-half the time. 
ld seem from this evidence tliat the injury was incurred.in the service 
of duty, and therefore recommend the passage of the bil!.”’ 
is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it do 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JAMES D. COTTON. 


The bill (H. R. 6117) granting a pension to James D. Cotton was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of James 1D. Cotton, father of Thomas J. Cotton, 
deceased, late a private in Company H, ‘Twenty-first Missouri Volun- 
teer Infantry. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAwvER 
May 12, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6117) grant- 

a pension to James D. Cotton, have examined the same, andreport: 
examination of the proofs in this case has satisfied the committee that the 
report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Representatives 
is correct. It is adopted, and is as follows: 

“The Committee on Invalid Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (IL. R. 
ay) pues a pension to James D. Cotton, submit the following report: 

claimant is the father of Thomas J. Cotton, late a private in Company 
H, Twenty-first Missouri Volunteers, who was killed in battle April 6, 1862, at 
Pittsburg Landing,Tenn. There is some evidence to show that the soldier, 
who was eighteen years old when killed, had prior to enlistment worked for 
his father, who was a blacksmith of small means. The assessment rolls show 
that he was taxed on a valuation of $200. In 1868 he bought (and now owns) 
asmall farm, which is assessed at $350. He is now sixty-five years of age, and 
unable to perform manual labor. The soldier's mother died afew days after 


Department, in investigating the case, ascertained that 
the son did not contribute to his father’s support at the time of his death, and 
could therefore allow the claim. 


committee recommend the passage of the bill.” 
is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it 


bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 
NANCY R. BROWN. 
bill (H. R. 1997) granting apension to Nancy R. Brown was con- 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
the name of Nancy R. Brown, widow, mother of Robert M. 
late a lieutenant of Company K, One hundred and forty-fifth 
lvania Volunteers. 
to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
read the third time, and passed. 
JOHN T. PENNINGTON. e 
(H. R. 2940) granting a pension to John T. Pennington was 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
the name of John T. Pennington, late a private in Com- 
ee Regiment East Missouri Militia Volunteers. 
was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
read the third time, and passed. ; 
’ NANCY FRANKLIN, 
The bill = R. 7365) for the relief of Nancy Franklin was consid- 
tiee of the Whole. It to place on the pen- 
name of Nancy Franklin, of Madison County, North Car- 
mother of Balis Norton and James Norton, late of the 
North Carolina Volunteers, United States Army, and 
Josiah late of the Third North Carolina Regiment, United States 
Volunteers, all of whom were killed in fight on Laurel, North Caro- 
Sater, oe 


aid 


idee 


HE 


bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
& third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LEWIS W. SCANLAND. 
The bill (H. R. 3043) granting a pension to Lewis W. Scanland was 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. ’ 


5301 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Lewis W. Scanland, late of Col. John Thomas’s 
regiment, Captain Barnsback’s company, of Illinois volunteers in the 
Black Hawk war. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAw- 
YER May 13, 1886: 


_ The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3043) grant- 
inga pension to Lewis W. Scanland, have examined the same, and report 

That an examination of the proofs in this case has satisfied the committee 
that the report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Repre- 
sentatives is correct. It is adopted, and is as follows: 

“The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (1H. R. 3043) for 
the relief of Lewis W. Scanland, submit the following report : 

“It appears that petitioner enlisted April 18, 1832, for service in the Biack 
Hawk war; that he served about thirty-eight days, and was honorably dis- 
charged with his comrades May 28, 1832. On March 14, 1884, petitioner filed his 
application for pension, alleging the incurrence of chronic diarrhea during the 
service above mentioned. 

“There is no record of his disability or treatment therefor, nor does claimant 
allege to have been treated while in the service. There is no mention of his 
disability at discharge. 

“Claim was rejected on ground of no record, short service, and claimant's 
inability to furnish satisfactory evidence to connect the alleged disability with 
his military service. To substantiate claimant's testimony in regard to alleged 
disability we have the affidavit of his comrade,S. W. Gaskell, who has known 
claimant since he was ten years old; enlisted with him, served and been dis- 
charged with him; knew that he was attacked with chronic diarrhea while in 
the aforesaid service ; that he suffered severely with it after discharge, and upon 
the route home, and that he suffered with it continually up to 1872, when af- 
fiant moved from the vicinity of claimant. Said Gaskell is the only member of 
his company whom claimant knows to be now living. 

“We also find the evidence of Col. John Thomas, of Belleview, II]., who 
says that from the best of his remembrance claimant was attacked with diarrhea 
while in said service, and that a great many in that service were similarly at- 
tacked. Colonel Thomas also testifies to his belief in the truthfulness and up- 
rightness of claimant. 

“ Claimant testifies that the physician who treated him immediately upon his 
return home died many years ago. Other medicai treatment of claimant-is 
testified to by the following physicians: Henry L. Strong, who was his family 
doctor for ten years after September 9, 18148, and he knows him to have been 
troubled with chronic weakness of bowels both before and after September, 
1848. Samuel Willard, who, for a few years about 1856, was claimant’s family 
doctor, testifies : 

*** Claimant was subject to chronic diarrhea. He had several severe attacks, 
in which I was obliged to be up all night with him.’ 

“J. L. R. Wadsworth, who treated claimant in 1871 and 1872, testifies that he 
was subject to chronic diarrhea. 

* Also, affidavit of True Blake, who wasa near neighbor of claimant from 1872 
to 1883 and knew that he was subject to chronic diarrhea. 

** James Purviance also makes affidavit that he has known claimant for sixty 
years; was his neighbor before and after his service in Black Hawk war,and 
from the time of his discharge up to 1872, when claimant moved from his vi- 
cinity, it was common report that he was suffering from chronic diarrhea. 

“Claimant is unable to produce evidence of any one except Gaskell and Pur- 
viance as to his condition at discharge,and all his old neighbors are dead or 
moved to parts unknown. 

‘*We recommend the passage of the bill.”’ 

The bill is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it do 
pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 





SUSAN MALONE. 


The bill (H. R. 6670) granting a pension to Susan Malone was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Susan Malone, widow of William Malone, late a 
sergeant in Company H, One hundred and tenth Regiment United States 
Colored Troops, who died during the war of 1861 to 1865. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


RICHARD HORRIGAN. 


The bill (H. R. 6120) for the relief of Richard Horrigan was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Richard Horrigan, at the rate per month which 
the medical examination entitles him to, by reason of rupture received 
while a member of Company A, Sixty-third Regiment New York Vol- 
unteers; and this pension is to be in addition to the one he is now re- 
ceiving for another disability. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMANTHA A. SMITH. 


The bill (H. R. 6452) granting a pension to Samantha A Smith was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mrs. Samantha A. Smith, widow of Lewis Y. 
Smith, late of Company C, Sixteenth Regiment Indiana Infantry Vol- 
unteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM H. STARR. 


The bill (H. R. 6718) granting a pension to William H. Starr was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the 
name of William H. Starr, late a private in Company D, Eighth Ilii- 
nois Infantry Volunteers, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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JAMES W. SANFORD. 


The bill (H. R. 6135) granting a pension to James W. Sanford was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of James W. Sanford, late of Company G, 
Second Ohio Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HEZEKIAH TILLMAN. 

The bill (H. R. 7614) granting an increase of pension to Hezekiah | 
Tillman was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to grant an increase of pension to Hezekiah Tillman, late of Company 
B, Sixth Indiana Infantry Volunteers, to $20 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARY 8S. WOODSON. 

The bill (H. R. 7073) granting a pension to Mary 8. Woodson was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mary 8. Woodson, widow of Henry B. Wood- 
son, late a private in Company E, Twenty-sixth Regiment Missouri 
Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


ORSON W. SEARS. 


The bill (H. R. 7075) granting a pension to Orson W. Sears was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the le. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Orson W. Sears, of Macon County, Missouri, late 
a private in Company B, One hundred and twenty-eighth Regiment | 
Ohio Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CALLIE WEST. 

The bill (H. R. 7222) granting a pension to Callie West was consid- 
eredas inCommittee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name of Cal- 
lie West, widow of Burris C. West, late of Company G, Sixty-sixth 
Regiment Illinois Infantry, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARY MURPHY. 


The bill (H. R. 4730) for the reliefof Mary Murphy was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to piace the name of Mary 
Murphy, widow of Thomas Murphy, late private of marines, on the 
pension-roll . 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EDWARD R. SHUBRICK. 

The bill (S. 2355) granting a pension to Edward R. Shubrick was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to on the 
pension-roll the name of Edward R. Shubrick, late a pman in 
the United States Navy. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HENRY BROOKS. 

The bill (H. R. 5472) to inerease the pension of Henry Brooks was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase the 
pension of Henry Brooks, late of Company E, Fifth Vermont Volun- 
teers, to $18 per month. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

SYLVESTER ROOT. 

The bill (H. R. 3054) granting a pone to eee ve was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. ee place on the 
pension-roll the name of Sylvester Root, inte of pany E, Twenty- 
seventh Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ramen ay STURTZ. 

The bill (H. R. 4023 flee © Caroline Sturtz, widow 
of Jacob Sturtz, late ener G, Twentieth Maryland 
Volunteers, was considered as in Cominitice of of the Whole. a 
poses to place on the pension-roll the name of Caroline Sturtz, 
of Jacob Sturtz, deceased, late of Company G, Twentieth Maryland 
Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate wi 
a third reading, read the third time, and 

ELIAS SHEADS. ; 

The bill (H. R. 5438) for the relief of Elias Sheads was considered asin 

Committee of the Whole. It proposes to on the the 


name of Elias dependent father of four sons, all of whom were 
killed in battle or died from wounds or disease contracted in line of duty. 


amendment, ordered to 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without  peemgmammane ordered 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


DANIEL B. RANDALL. 


The bill (H. R. 4501) granting a pension to Daaiel B. Randal 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on nthe 

pension-roll the name of Daniel B. Randall, late of Company A. Op 
hundred and second Illinois Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, 
DEN May 18, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H, R. 45 
ing @ pension to Daniel B. Randall, respectfully submit the fo lowing report - 

The claimant enlisted in Company A, One hundred and second Iilino; 8 ry, ol 
unteers, on Jaly 23, 1862, and was d te 1865. His application ion 
pen: nsion was filed on the me day of ie an 4 fracture of limbs (sus. 

omepey 


tained in the line of duty), which ut November 15, 1862 
The claimant states that he cam net Saraiuh prosted , because thx . 


were with ae were strangers, an oud aniaeen-ahee tovated hin died ( as he is 
aes soon after the war. Proof of soundness at date of enlistment is esta 
lished by the evidence of his ee physician and several of his neighbors. 

The claimant's captain testifies that ‘claimant was away at hospital, and re 
turned between September 26 and November 16, 1862, and upon his return th 
accident was reported. He further states that he ‘knew nothing about the case 

<—— that claimant suffered from frequent fits of epilepsy from that time: 

his discharge.”’ 

The claim was rejected upon the ground that there is no evidence that allegc.] 
disability (injury to side and resulting epilepsy) was received in line of duty. 
The claimant's reason for not producing this evidence is found in the fact that 
the men under his charge at the time were strangers to him. Evidence of th: 
quienes of the disease from date of discharge to the present time is « 
clusive, 


Your committee recommend that the bill pass. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, orde 
a third readiug, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES T. REBER. 


The bill (H. R. 3831) granting a pension to Charles T. Reber was cv: 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Charles T. Reber, late surgeon of the Forty-cighth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JAMES DUNBAR. 

The bill (H. R. 3836) granting a pension to James Dunbar was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of James Dunbar, late a private in Company I, Sec- 
ond Regiment of Delaware Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. WILsox, 
of Maryland, May 18, 1886: 


to 


submitted by Mr. C4, 


Intil 


m sery- 
stating that it was based upon the 
grou ‘ich he labored before he was mustered into th« 
service.” He again enlisted on the 19th of September, 1864, in Company 
ment Diaoue ‘olunteers. He avers that d eee period of 
in the winter of 1861,at Camp Wharton, in land, an: 
<i ears were Donwn.ane he con a@ severe cold, 
loss of hearing. He also declares that when he the secon: 
hove stated, he made known to the officers the fact of his dca 
them it would make no difference in ease, as he would 
adnane ras increased by exposure then incur Int f 
then incurred in the 
, aT d 


‘to Hamewoed srewood tosplial, Wastin ton, D. C 
then oo, General sy Tocpieal, aboneenienns e last of which he was dis- 
pmwek omg we edd m for a pension upon tlic 

augliestios ore 


his enlistment 
in “ae case sncunttheastiad of the one on’'s 
e claimant is a@ very 


his first 
in the line of his 
hich first 


FS 


uiescence in the truth of such facts fro 


was 
> is not fair even to J gee poe his 
possession te, taking it for granted that a copy « of 


by h <a cert 

on eat aaah tn 
How the surgeon came by his knowledge of the time of the incurrence of dea‘ 
ness is not stated. In view of the accumulated evidence to the contrary, derived 
from the affidavits of some half-dozen witnesses, and friends who 
knew the claimant just before his enlistment, we that this allegatio: 
of disability to enlistment was a mere inference drawn by the surgeon © 
Soutithon wan atthe thane of calistanant, judging from what: 


peti rape eaipested avon after ent no 
bodil suffering ensui refrom, render }t 
deafness then had its origin. From thai 
of his affliction. The cap- 
enlistment it was offc's!' 


Sat eethered, 

eae an t 
e head and deaf- 
sen a ees oe eg ao aoa others 


*. 
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SARAH M. SHEARER. 


The bill (H. R. 1061) for the relief of Sarah M. Shearer was con- | 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pane the name of Sarah M. Shearer, widow of Cranford W. 

, late lieutenant-colonel of the —— Maryland Volunteers. 

The Shehe PRESIDENT protempore. There is a blank in the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. Let the clerks see if there is anything in the report to 
ein with what it should be filled. 

Mr. Conpeaet I do not see the name of the organization men- 
tioned =D MUNDS. That is the widow of a lieutenant-colonel. The 

i ae be $30 a month. 

Mr. BLAIR. But the organization i is not shown. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There is nothing in the papers to show the or- 
ganization in which he served. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the bill will 
be oan over, without losing its place on the Calendar. 

Mr. COCKRELL subsequently said: I understand that the Senator 
from gh [Mr. Witson] has the name of the regiment in the 


Shearer case. 

Mr. WILSON, of Maryland. Yes, it was the Third Maryland Regi- 
ment. As the bill came from the House the name of the regiment was 
omitted. ‘The bill will have to be amended. 

The PRESIDENT aus Bre tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The Corer CLERK. Inline 7 insertthe word ‘‘third;’’ soasto read, 
“late lientenant-colonel of the Third Maryland Volunteers. ”? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand the Senator from Maryland to say 
that that is a correct description. 

oa WILSON, of Maryland. That is the correct name of the regi- 


m The amendment was agreed to. 

The ae to the Senate as amended, and the amendment | 
was 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read a | 
third time 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


LEVI M. STARNE. 


The bill (H. R. 6020) granting @ pension to Levi M. Starne was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Levi M. Starne, late a private in Company B, 

-sixth Indiana Volunteers. 
bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. CLARISSA TAFT. 


“The bill (H. R. 5351) granting a pension to Mrs. Clarissa Taft was 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Clarissa Taft, widow of Hiram Taft, jr., late 
——— C, One hundred and twenty-third Regiment of New York 


"The bill bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARY A. MYKINS. 


The ery (8S. 158) granting a pension to Mary A. Mykins was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. The bill was reported from the 
Committee on Pensions with amendments, in line 7, to strike out the 
words “second lieutenant ’’ and insert ‘‘ captain; »”’ in the same line, 
after the word ‘‘ com: ,”? to strike out ‘“‘A”’ and insert Pa and, 
before the word ‘‘ t,’’ to strike out ‘‘ one hundred and seventy- 
oe insert ‘‘one hundrel and seventieth;’’ so as to make the 

Beit é&c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and divested to ———_ a> homiieenaniie = ‘to the provisions al 


eee 


limitations of < Se pension la name of ykins, widow of Daniel 
J. late captain of Company It O One hun St eae seventieth Regiment 
ce 4 York Volunteers, and pay her a pension from and after the passage of 


The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. ALDRICH 
May 18, 1886: 
Peer Pensions, to whose wap zetemed the } bill 3 158) granting a 


Sate Sere connsinns Sen 
K Volunteers, on eonen ompany One hundred and 






New York V: ugust, 1862. He 


dizziness,and deafness, he 
was pensioned by certificate t and respectable 
time who knew the soldier years prior and at 
hen of occurred on the of April, 1882, state that they 
a to observe him during his last iliness,and that from 
his death was the result of the wounds received 
“eae 


committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill 
wan was —_— to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
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The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


MARY M’MAHON. 

The bill (S. 2372) for the relief of Mary McMahon was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It propeses to place on the pension-roil 
the name of Mary McMahon, widow of Peter McMahon, late a private 
in Company E, Second Regiment Rhode Island Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOSEPHINE D. WHITTED. 
The bill (S. 2341) granting a pension to Josephine D. Whitted was 


| considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 


pension-roll the name of Josephine D. Whitted, widow of George W. 
Whitted, late of Company G, Seventy-seventh Indiana Volunteers, or 
Fourth Indiana Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM BARDEN. 

The bill (S. 2353) granting a pension to William Barden was con- 
sidered asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of William Barden, father of Henry D. Barden, 
a private of Company E, First Regiment of Wisconsin Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HIRAM MORRIS. 

The bill (S. 2310) granting a pension to Hiram Morris was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Hiram Morris, formerly of Company B, Twenty- 
third Regiment Missouri Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ALBERT C. KELLEY. 

The bill (S. 2286) for the relief of Albert C. Kelley was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an amend- 
ment, in line 7, after the word ‘‘cavalry,’’ to strike out the words ‘‘at 
the rate of $50 per month;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the limitiations and 
provisions of the pension laws, the name of Albert ©. Kelley, late a private in 
Company B, Fifth Regiment of Michigan Cavalry. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

ANNA M. MARSHALL. 

The bill (S. 2393) granting a pension to Anna M. Marshall, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an amend- 
ment, in line 6, to strike out the words ‘‘twenty dollars per month, the 
pension allowed the widow of a captain in the military service,’’ and to 
insert ‘‘ twelve dollars a month;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place the name of Anna M. Marshall, widow of Capt. 
Patterson S. Marshall, on the pension-roll as a pensioner, at the rate of $12 a 
month, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

ANTHON EITAPENCE. 

The bill (S. 2330) for the relief of Adam Eitapence was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 6, before the name ‘‘ Eitapence,’’ to strike out 
*‘Adam’? and insert ‘‘Anthon;’’ so as to make the bill read: 


Beitenacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and heis hereby, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limit- 
ations of the pension laws the name of Anthon Eitapence, of Utica, N. Y., 
father of Adam Eitapence, late of Company H, of the One hundred and forty- 
sixth Regiment New York Volunteers. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: 

A bill for the relief of Anthon Eitapence. 


HENRY LAFNER. 


The bill (S. 2308) granting a pension to Henry Lafner was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 
The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with amend- 
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ment, in line 6, to strike out “‘ Lafuer’’ and insert ‘‘ Lafner;’’ so as to 
make the bill read: 


Be tt enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pensions laws, the name of Henry Lafner, formerly a private 
in Company A, One hundred and eighty-first Regiment Ohio Infantry Volun- 
teers, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 


The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 18, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2308) granting 
a pension to Henry Lafner, have examined the same,and report: 

The petitioner was a private in Samoans A, One hundred and eighty-first 
Regiment Ohio Volunteers. He made application for a pension, alleging total 
blindness in both eyes, the result of exposure in the service, which was rejected 
on the ground of insufficiency of testimony. 

In reference to this case, the captain of the company says: 

‘He was quite a boy, and did his duty asa good soldier. I have since learned 
that he was blind; in fact, he was led into my office, and I know he is blind. He 
stated that it was caused by exposure in the service. I know he was subjected 
to a great deal of hardship and exposure.” 

In an affidavit, the captain testifies to his activity and efficiency as a soldier, 
notwithstanding his youth; that during the winter of 1864-65 and the spring of 
1865, in consequence of exposure and unusual bad weather, he contracted a cold, 
which affected his eyes, causing inflammation and a blood-shot appearance, and 
symptoms of granulation, which continued until after discharge and return to 
Ohio, 

Fred. McDonough, who also was in command of the company, testifies that 
the soldier was thoroughly examined ; that he passed a good examination ; that 
he was a faithful, active soldier, and that the command experienced great hard- 
ships and exposures during the winter of 1864~-’65 and the early spring following. 

The certificate of an examining surgeon pronounces him totally blind. In bis 
petition the soldier says that his peculiar disability prevents him from prose- 
cuting his claim with any hope of success in procuring such testimony as is re- 
quired to complete his case, and he appeals to Con for the relief which he 
can not hope to obtain but by the passage of a special bill. The committee re- 
gard this as a very hard case, in which there is no appearance of fraud and in 
reference to which the witnesses are evidently convinced of more than they can 
certify underoath, There is evidence toshow that the inflammation commenced 
before he was discharged. No proof has been offered disparaging his reputa- 
tion or questioning his claim. It is a case of sad necessity, to which relief can 
only be extended by Congress, which, in the opinion of the committee, may 
properly be done. The bill is reported with an amendment changing the name 
**Lafuer"’ to “ Lafner’’ wherever it occurs, with a recommendation that it do 
pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill granting a pension to 
Henry Lafner.’’ 








RACHEL ANN PIERPONT. 


The bill (S. 2452) granting a pension to Rachel Ann Pierpont was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Rachel Ann Pierpont, dependent mother of 
Thomas W. Bailey, late a private in Company C, Twenty-second Ken- 
tucky Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE W. PEAVEY. 


The bill (S. 2453) granting a ion to George W. Peavey was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of George W. Peavey, late first lieutenant of Com- 
pany D, Fifty-seventh United States Colored Infantry, and a sergeant 
of Company B, First New York Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JAMES 8. FURNISS. 


The bill (S. 2454) granting a pension to James 8. Furniss was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of James 8. Furniss, late a private in Company E, 
Seventy-fourth New York Volunteers, who enlisted May 5, 1862, and 
was discharged May 30, 1865. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 18, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill granting a pension 
to James 8. Furniss, have examined the same, and report: 

The steams enter in oe tat tr We | om a York volatone, 

’ 1 ; was rably ischarged ’ ; re-en isted ’ 
ion aad was honorably discharged in May, 1865. His application is for dieabil: 
ities that include chronic diarrhea, disease of kidneys, and from = fever, 
hemorrha: pect right lung; and his rejection is on ground of failure to 
prove “origin.” 


The Gelnes maeee gases pny co the time Gon ke a. 
ing the service unt ischarge, giv’ dates admission to hospi 
oan his transfer from one to ee tes al’s report corrobo- 


Surgeon-Gener. 
rates his statement, and names typhoid fever as one of the diseases for which 


he was . 

The report of the Adjutant-General verifies his service and his sick-furloughs, 
but adds, “‘ Nature of sickness not stated; records on 
file ;” and the report of the closes with remark that “ the 
records of the general and field Third Army are not on file bear- 
ing on this case.” The absence of a connected history of treatment from the 
record is one of the discouragements encountered js Arecee dm suitor fora 
pension. While itshould be the reliable source of as to the origin 
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of disease, it furnishes little that is satisfactory, so that the soldier is thrown u 
his own resources for such evidence as is exacted by the Pension Bureau." 
In this case the files contain the best quality of evidence as to the soldier 
soundness and as to his exemplary character prior to enlistment. oe 
Two of his neighbors, who knew him before and after his service, who lived 
near, and were intimate with him—and one of whom is vouched for as entir > 
reliable—testify to his broken~lown condition immediately after his return. 
his kidney disease, chronic diarrhea, and hemorrhages of lung; to his continued 
suffering and almost total incapacity to perform light labor. Dr. Cramton t 
Colchester, Vt., testifies that he commenced treating claimant in 1871; found hin 
in a debilitated condition, suffering with pain and soreness over region of kid. 
neys and liver, torpid condition of liver, and irritation of kidneys; that he is 
not able to do half the work of an able-bodied man. : , 
The medical board before whom the claimant was ordered to appear by the 
Commissioner of Pensions report affection of right lung, severe cough respira- 
tion hurried, diarrhea troublesome. At the date of the examination’ 


,A 5 
1882, they say, “‘ He is now eee incapacitated for manual labor. The _- 
has been of gradual progress, an ; 


may have originated from typhoid fever» 
The — as to “ origin” of disease must be settled on this testimony 
which is partly circumstantial. He can not obtain thatof comrades, as the Pen! 
sion Office requires, use, as he says, his regiment was composed of different 
nationalities, who dispersed to various localities. Furthermore, he was a mu- 
sician, by reason of which, and his frequent illness, he was separated from inti- 
mate association with members of his regiment. It would seem that, inasmuch 
as he went in the service in a pg femeny was for months sick and under 
treatment in hospital, returned to his home in a broken-down condition, and 
has traced the progress of his disabilities toa period when he is apparently 
very near the end of his mortal career, the “ origin” of his illness must haye 
connection with his service. ; 

So convinced are the committee of this fact that the accompanying bill is re- 
ported for his relief, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
EDWARD D. PATCHIN. 

The bill (S. 2455) granting a pension to Edward D. Patchin was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Edward D. Patchin, son of Bernard Patchin, 
late a private in Company B, Forty-first Regiment Ohio Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I must ask that that bill be passed over. The 
Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER] who reported it is not here, 
and the report is not atall satisfactory. It is the introduction of a 
new class of pensions. I ask that the bill may retain its place on the 
Calendar and be over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will go over under objec. 
tion. 

MARGARET S. DAVIS. 

The bill (H. R. 5656) granting a pension to Margaret S. Davis was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Margaret 8. Davis, widow of Dr. J. E. Davis, 
late assistant surgeon of the Twenty-seventh Regiment of Michigan Vol- 
unteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN H. DOWNING. 

The bill (H. R. 3737) granting a pension to John H. Downing was 
considered as in-Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of John H. Downing, late of Company |, First 
Pennsylvania Artillery. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HARRIET PEAK. 


The bill (H. R. 2968) granting a pension to Harriet Peak was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Harriet Peak, widow of Urias Peak, deceased, |ate of 
Company E; Tenth Regiment Michigan Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ANDREW G. HILLBERG. 


The bill (H. R. 7066) for the relief of Andrew G. Hillberg was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-rol) the name of Andrew G. Hillberg, late a private in Company 
A, Sixth t Minnesota State Volunteers, and to grant hima 
pension for varicose veins in addition to the pension he is now receiving 
for deafness. 


bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JOHN M. MATTINGLY. 

The bill (H. R.°5951) granting a on to John M. Mattingly was 
considered as in Committee of the fe. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of John M. Mattingly, late a private in Company 
A, Tenth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

REBECCA ALLEN. 

The bill (H. R. 5645 a to Rebecca Allen was con- 
sidered as if Coomtene ar te Wi Woke. tt) to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the nameof Rebecca Allen, widow of John E. Allen, deceased, 
late a Jandsman on the United States steamer Atlanta. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered ‘¢ 
a third read the third time, and passed. 








1886. 





JAMES STOBAUGH. 


bill (H. R. 7660) granting a pension to James Stobangh was 

i as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 

roll the name of James Stobaugh, late of Company B, Third 
ment Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 18, 1886: 

Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7660) grant- 
= to James Stobaugh, have examined the same, and whens 
an examination of the proofs in this case satisfies the committee that the 
House report is correct. It is adopted, and is as follows: 

“ James Stobaugh enlisted June 1, 1862, in Company B, First Arkansas Infantry, 
and was with his mapeny of expiration of service, December 31, 
1982, He re-enlisted in Company B, Third Arkansas Cavalry, September 23, 

and was therefrom May 22, 1865. 
le his application for pension healleges that about September 20, 1863, while 
ng service as asoldier, he with several others were attacked at Lewis- 
ee while there recruiting, and he was wounded in the right shoulder; 
says that captain and lieutenant are both dead, but the fact is well established 


lh 


it 


testimony of several comrades who were present. 
0 ae claim was rejected because the date of receiving wound is alleged by 
claimant and com three days before the date of his enrollment as shown 


records in the War Department. 

by, = in the War Department give date of enrollment as September 
e of muster October 29,1863. It does not seem probable that 
claimant would have been accepted and enrolled three days after receiving the 
wound; and as the claimant and comrades fix the date about the 20th, it is not 
a violent presumption to assume that it was after the enrollment, since this 
soldier would have been very likely to have enrolled his own name before re- 
eruiting others. But even if his wound was received three days before his en- 
rollment it is proven ly that he was on duty, and his six months’ pre- 
vious and nearly two years’ subsequent service cleariy entitle him to the relief 
sought. 

“ The official examination finds a present disability from the wound. So, in 
view of all the facts, your committee recommend that the bill do pass.” 

The bill is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it pass. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
HENRY N. HUGGINS. 


The bill (H. R. 1678) for the relief of Henry N. Huggins was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name of 
Henry N. Huggins, dependent father of Andrew P. Huggins, deceased, 
late a private in Company K, Twenty-fourth Regiment New York Vol- 
teer Infantry, on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

FANNIE E. EVANS. 

The bill (H. R. 4426) granting a pension to Fannie E. Evans was con- 
sidered as in Commitiee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Fannie E. Evans, widow of George S. Evans, late 
colonel of the Second Regiment California Cavalry. 
bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
read the third time, and passed. 

FRANCIS DEMING. 

R. 2971) granting a pension to Francis Deming was con- 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
name of Francis Deming, late of Company F, Ninth Regi- 
Volunteers. 

reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY KARSTEITER. 

bill (H. R. 2043) to place Mary Karstetter on the pension-roll 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let thereport beread. That isa bill of remark- 
able phraseology. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 


z 


E 
i 


fis 


¥ Ey 
a 
3 


Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2043) to 
on the pension-roll, have examined the same, and re- 


examination of the proofs in this case satisfies the committee that the 
It is adopted, and is as follows: 
Jacob Karstetter, husband of claimant, was in receipt of a pension previous 
the time of his death of $18 per month for gunshot wound of left hand, 
received in action. He died August 21, 1874, of gastritis, all to be the conse- 
of exposure and injuries received in 
widow’s claim for pension was rej ‘because death re- 
ee congestion of kidneys, due to unknown causes no 


rugged character; that he returned home 

health ; a. he ity the sa le that he 

from some disease, which, as med ension Department, 
medically extablished. 


he came home he was broken down and not able todo manual labor. 
deal he came home, and was frequently sick and 
often in his last sickness; he was much worn down and very 


. Inmonths of November 


5 * 
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against him in the Seven Days fight, injuring him and leaving an enlargement 
or tumor in the left side, which no doubt hes been the starting point of his 
lung trouble.’ 

** Dr. J. A. Houtz testifies: 

“** Knew Jacob Karstetter from December, 1871, to date of his death. Do not 
know anything about his condition before enlistment. He never was under 
affiant’s treatment except during his lasfillness, which lasted about four weeks. 
His illness was caused by gastritis and congestion of kidneys. Death was caused 
by gastritis. Although soldier never consulted affiant before his last illness, 
affiant frequently heard him say he was not the same man physically he had 
been before he was in the service. He did very little hard labor during the time 
affiant knew him.’ 

“From the evidence of these pysicians, who attended soldier during his last 
and a previous severe illness, it is apparent that his broken-down constitution, 
the result of exposure and service in the Army, predisposed him to several at- 
tacks of sickness, the last of which proved fatal. 

“ Your committee are clearly of the opinion that death can be traced in this 
case to soldier’s service in the Army with very nearly the same degree of cer- 
tainty (notwithstanding the fact that it cannot be medically established) as if it 
had been the direct result of a gunshot wound. 
ably, and recommend that the bill do pass.” 

The bill is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it 
pass, 


Mr. COCKRELL. The bill reads as follows: 


That Mary Karstetter, widow of Jacob Karstetter, a soldier in the volunteer 
service of Pennsylvania, be placed on the pension-roll, and receive an allowance 
of pension as the widow of a soldier. 


They therefore report favor- 


I think there ought to be some company and regiment stated there. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. So there ought. That is very loose indeed. 

Mr. BLAIR. Let the bill be passed over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over. 

JESSE B. SCUDDER. 

The bill (H. R. 421) granting a pension to Jesse B. Scudder was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
peusion-roll the name of Jesse B. Scudder, of Industry, Ill., of Com- 
pany I, Seventy-eighth Illinois Regiment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GILBERT A. PHILIPS. 


The bill (H. R. 918) granting a pension to Gilbert A. Philips was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Gilbert A. Philips, of Louisville, Ky., who 
was appointed a quartermaster in the Army in 1861 by order of Gen- 
eral William Nelson. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered toa 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LOUISA WEITZEL. 


The bill (H. R. 3601) to increase the pension of Louisa Weitzel, 
widow of Godfrey Weitzel, late a major-general of United States vol- 
unteers, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
increase to $50 per month the pension of Louisa Weitzel, widow of God- 
frey Weitzel, late a lieutenant-colonel in the Corps of Engineers, United 
States Army, and a major-general of United States volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


NELSON MONROE. 


The bill (H. R. 6088) granting an increase of pension to Nelson 
Monroe was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
increase the pension of Nelson Monroe to $40 per month, in lieu of the 
pension now received by him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL SHULER. 

The bill (H. R. 6237) for the relief of Samuel Shuler was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase the pension of 
Samuel Shuler, late a private in Company E, Sixty-first Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, to $10 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARIAH E. A. B. NOWELL. 

The bill (H. R. 1148) granting a pension to Mariah E. A. B. Nowell 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Mariah E. A. B. Nowell, and to pay her a 
pension during her life of $12 a month, for her important services to the 
country during the late civil war. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

THOMAS TEGAN. 

The bill (H. R. 3047) granting a pension to Thomas Tegan was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Thomas Tegan, late a private in Company I, 
Thirty-seventh New York Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ANNIE BAGLEY. 


The bill (H. R. 1627) granting a pension to Annie Bagley was con 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 








_ + 

SUG . 
sion-roll the name of Annie Bagley, widow of Robert F. Bagley, lates | 

sergeant of Company F, Fifty-first New York Volunteers, as though her 

husband had contracted the disability of which he died in the military 

service of the United States. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I do not see the necessity of having in the bill 
the words, ‘‘as though her said husband had contracted the disability 
of which he diedin the military service of the United States.’’ Ido 
not think they are necessary, and I move to strike them out. They 
might bring up some question of intricacy. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


MEXICAN WAR PENSIONS. 


The bill (H. R. 807) granting a pension to the soldiers and sailors of 
the Mexican war was announced as the next pension bill in order on 
the Calendar. 

Mr. BLAIR. That is a general bill which I should be glad to see 
passed, but I suppose it is hardly to it now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over. 


MARGARET J. REIGHTER. 

The bill (H. R. 5761) granting a pension to Margaret J. Reighter was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Matgeeet J. Reighter, widow of Andrew J. 

teighter, late of Company H, First Regiment Pennsylvania Reserve 
Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
SARAH ANN WILLIAMS. 

The bill (H. Sees to Sarah Ann Williams was 
considered as in Committee of the 
pension-roll the name of Sarah Ann W: 
Kneeland Badger, late a sergeant of Company K, Fourth Vermont 
Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ee 





The bill (H. R. 6372 ae A. Chase was considered 
as in Committee of the 6. a on the -roll 
the name of Charles A. Chase, of Farield, e., late of pany C, 
Thieteenth Maine Volunteers. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
o third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
Alas KELLEY. 


The bill (S. 2382) gran a pension to Alice Kelley was considered 
us in Committee of the V ie. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Alice Keiley, a volunteer nurse during the late war, 
at the rate of $25 per month. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY ANDERSON. 

The bill (H. R. 7436) to grant a pension to Mary Anderson was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mary Anderson, widow of Richard Ander- 
son, late a private in Company I, Seventeenth Regiment Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infan 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, erdered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and 

HENRY I. CARTIN. 

The bill (H. R. 6566) gran to Henry I. Cartin was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Henry I. Cartin, late a os Company C, 
One hundred and forty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JOSEPH GUY. 


The bill (H. R. 7253) for the relief of Joseph Guy was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It to a on the ee 


It proposes to place on the | } 
t mother of 
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berry Vance was con- ~u cui 


roll the name of J Guy, of Company C, Onc 
hundred and twenty. Regiment af ered Volunteers. | 

The bill was to the Senate without ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MAYBERRY VANCE. 

The bill (H. R. 6247) grantinga to May 
sidered as in Committee of the ee 
sion-roll the name of 7 ome att vain; Sac, teens peerete 


in the marine service of 


JUNE 5, 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, order.) . 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. a 


ABNER MOREHEAD. 


The bill (H. R. 3304) to restore the name of Abner Morehead ty ;),. 
pension-roll was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pr O- 
poses to restore to the pension-roll the name of Abner Morehes,)_ } 
of Company K, One hundred and fifteenth Indiana Volunteer: 

te COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

he Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. ~ 
May 19, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions,to whom was referred the bill (H. pr. 
store Abner Morehead to the pension-roll, have examined the 


port: 
That an examination of the proofs in this case satisfies the coin , 
Tlouse re rt is correct. It is adopted, and is as follows: te 
claimant enlisted enlisted as a private in Com K, One hundr ed and fifteent! 
olunteers, August 13, 1863, and was 27, 1864, and filed 
his = ae, einen a : 
ofioss resulting from 1 
lif and field duiy. ‘He contracted fever in severe eines Geeenemn 
which settled in L 1 oven 
ht, which has < ontinued 
mesal debility reanltin foun exid disabiliy 1 
1 Isa 
ille, Tenn., and Eellienapetia, Ind. . . 
enlistment he was a —. able-bod ix 


of right een uber 
os S a pa ar tic 
See 


+ 
‘ 


same.and re- 


toda heavy ost Ten: 
destroying his 





disability to enlistment. 
m for — February 17, 1882; the Depart ; 
anebeunens 4 ‘pone examiner, as above st ate 


lete examination o f th 
very voluminous papers now on file with the Pension Office, and beliey vi 
case to be a just and meritorious onc, submit the following strong arra 
dence in of claimant’s bill: 
“ Captain pny eye pay of claimant's company and reginient, test itic 
that while in the line of we Fe Greeneville, Tenn., about November |, 186: 
soldier took asevere fever, before recovering took ‘cold from exposure, Ww! 


settled in his eyes, ulceration of the eyes and injury to the sight 
“ Claimant’s neighbors, B. F F. Hart, Dr. Osgood, Dr. Dr. Worden. Rev. fii on 
Haye, tetify that they fn -~ had known claimant for years prior to the time of en- 


istment, was good. 
“ John Smith, James i, eee Keeling, and John P. Brown, all mem- 
bers of the same compan: —o- regiment, swear they ~ fiat t oe me 
ae claimant was free from said disability at the time of his enterix 
se 

“William Kelley, George C. Massey, and Thomas C. Baker, his neighbors 
testify that they worked with claimant in a pork house for a year or more prior 
to his entering the Army, and that claimant was free from said disability at th 
time of his enlistment, and that he is now totally blind. 

“Therefore your committee, in view of the abundant evidence in claiman! 


a and his extreme hel hel and old age, report the bill favorably, w 
© reco’ 


mmendation that 
The bill is herewith sepested to the Senate with a recommendation that it do 
pass, 


ig this 


+} 
Wh 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ANNA KESSINGER. 

The bill (H. R. 504) gran Seaaiinie Tearemmmbegies an ho = 
sidered as in Committee of the on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Anna Kessinger, of Daniel F. Kessinger, 
late a private in Company A, Sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JAMES T. IRWIN. 


The bill (H. R. 3640) ee te Ss buen t. Irwin was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the It proposes to place on the pen- 
si the name of James T. Irwin, late of Company K, Eleventh 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM J. BARKER. 


The bill (H. R. 1177) granting a ion to William J. Barker was 
co! as in Committee of the It to place on the 
roll the name of William J. Barker, lateof Company A, Elevent! 

t Michigan Volunteers. 


bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, orered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JAMES H. DARLING. 
The bill (H. R. 7257) granting a on Darling wa 
Ph ao ne i ae ees een Bloc 02 the 
ee Ee Es Set pany G, Seventy- 


The bal was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


REBECCA REESE M’KEE. 
The Ee Oe = to Rebecca Reese McKee 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the name of Rebecca Reese the widow of Capt. 


os pail 26 Sieerel saan aon of $25 per mont). 


Let the report in that case be read. 





0 











1886. 


LLL LLL 


your committee a printed copy of the— 
mitted to soldiers of the war of 1812 detached from the militia of 
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L, Second Regiment Unite a Stat es Artillery. 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER | considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
9, 1886: . pension-roll the name of Cecelia C. McKenna, mother of John H. Mc- 
May 1 
rhe Committee on Pensions. to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6323) grant- ire late a private i n the United States Marine Corps, at the rate of 
pension to Rebecca Reese McKee, have carefully examined the same,and | $25 per month, in lieu of the pension now received by her. 
sdopt the the repost of the House of Representatives, and report in favor of the bill The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
-_ Sits tines Sidon, wes mensted to John McKee, of Iredell | * third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
camiy, North Caroling, on the 22d day of of December, 1838, and she is now over eiaeie te cai 
uinety years of age. On the 19h day af Manch, 1050, cho made apyl lication to | AMOS C. WERTZ. 
unety Yssissioner of Pensions for a pension as the widow of said Jo McKee, ie bill (H. R. 5434) granting a pension to Amos C. Wertz was con- 
on account of his services as a of the Detached Militia of North Caro- | .; i C ittee of the Whole. i Saas 
‘ina, war of 1812, but the n was rejected on the ground that there was lead as in ommiuttee of the 10 e. It proposes to piace on the 
yo record or other evidence of the service of said soldier. There has been sub- | pension-roll the name of Amos C. Wertz, late a sergeant of Company 
| 
' 


of the 
in 1812 and 1814, published in pursuance of the tesolution of the | 
28,1851, and a resulution of the General Assembly 

direction of the adjutant-general.”’ 

The f North Carolina, under date of March 6, 1873, certifies 
these sto bes true copy ofthe record of his office, and they show that John 
County company of the Sixth Regiment of the | 
ended by Licut. Col, Richard Allison, 
ed with the committce showing that John Mc- 
ie ny Sand of the claimant, is the same person who was captain of said 


Tocorrect a in the names of the claimant and her husband your com- 
mittee recommend that the bill do pass. 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. It is far from any purpose of mine to op- 
pose the m I simply want to call the attention of the Senate to 
the fact we are pensioning soldiers, or the widows of soldiers, and 
now we are getting down to the widows of soldiers of the war of 1812 
married many years after the close of that war. I only call attention 
to it. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and eae. 

MRS. ALICE E. TRAVERS 


The bill (H. R. ae) granting a pension ow Mrs. Alice E. Trav ers 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Alice E. Travers, widow of John 
Travers, late of the Third Michigan Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARIA .CUNNINGHAM. 


The bill (H, R. 5414) granting a pension to Maria Cunningham was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Maria Cunningham, widow of William H. 
Cunningham, deceased, late of Company K, One hundred and twelfth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CUMMINS PORTER. 


The bill (H. R. 8086) granting a pension to Cummins Porter was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Cummins Porter, late a private in Company 
F, Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Heavy Artillery. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY HAWHE. 
The bill (H. RB. 5232) for the relief of Mary Hawhe, was considered 


Sere al Asean San 
of February 25, 


as in Committee of the le. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Hawhe, widow of Arthur J. ‘Wake, late lientenant- 
colonel of the ith Indiana Volunteers. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ELIZA NEWMAN. 

The bill (H. R. 5492) granting pperion to Eliza Newman, was con- 
sidered as is Gommittes onthe Who It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Eliza Newman, widow of Lazarus Newman, late 
4 private in the One hundred and forty-ninth New York Volunteers. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS, M. AUGUSTA BARNES. 

The bill (S. 1932) granting a to Mrs. M. Augusta Barnes was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Committee on Pensions an amendment, in line 8, after 
the words ‘rate of,”” to strike out “‘ fifty ”’ and insert "forty? so as 
to make the bill read: 

Be it That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and to place on the 
Sroeaeteet tn ponies troy ramon A 

Barnes, late of the 
rate per month, in lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
“Totnes 

areenaiiessa to be for a third tead the third 
ne po engrossed reading, 
CECELIA C. M’ KENNA. 


The bill (EE. R. 7500) granting a pension to Cecelia C. McKenna was 


Barnes, widow of 


subject to the provisionsand 
Twenty-seventh Sew York Volunteers, | 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third mg and passed. 
DANIEL J. BINGMAN. 
The bill (H. R. 3501) granting a pension to Daniel J. Bingman was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Daniel J. Bingman, late of Company H, Fifth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Voluntee: 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MARGARET MAYHAM. 

The bill (H. R. 6176) granting a pension to Margaret Mayham was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Margaret Mayham, widow of William May- 
ham, late lieutenant of Company A, One hundred and forty-fourth 
Regiment New York Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
| a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
CHARLES FOREMAN. 

The bill (H. R. 6193) granting a pension to Charles Foreman was con- 
| sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 

of Charles Foreman, late a private in Company G, Thirty 

States Colored Troops, on the pension-roll. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JOHN F. CHASE 

The bill (H. R. 4382) granting a pension to John F. Chase was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase the pen- 
sion of John F. Chase, late of the Fifth Maine Battery, to $46 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN BUTLER. 

The bill (H. R. 5411) granting a pension to John Butler was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of John Butler, late of Company E, Fourteenth Reg- 
iment Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


-sixth United 


SOPHRONIA WITHAM. 

The bill (H. R. 7641) granting a pension to Sophronia Witham was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Sophronia Witham, widow of Robert McGill, 
late a private in Company A, Twelfth Regiment Maine Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLarr 
May 19, 1886: ° 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (1. R. 7641) erant- 
ing a pension to Sophronia Witham, have examined the same, and report: 

Your committee concur in the report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
of the House of Representatives (House Report No. 1530) hereto annexed, and 
report back the bill with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The in this case, which we append, is supported by several affidavits 
and discloses the following facts: The petitioner was pensioned as widow of 
Robert McGill,a private in Company A,Twelfth Maine Regiment, wos died 
from wounds received while on picket before Port Hudson, La., May 26, 1863. 
Subsequent! oe was married to one Aaron Witham, and her pension ended. 
Witham in 1882, leaving no property. Mrs. Witham is now very poor and 
entirely destitute. She has depended upon charity for the last two years, and, 
unless pension is renewed, must go to the poor-house, She has no relatives 
upon whom she can cal! for aid. Two of her brothers,as well as her first hus- 
band, were killed in the Army. She has suffered from a paralytic shock and 
can perform no labor. Congress has in several instances granted relief under 
like circumstances, and your committee accordingly report the accompanying 
bill for her relief, with recommendation that it pass. 


PETITION OF SOPHRONIA WITHAM. 


| To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled : 

The undersigned, a resident of the town of Le Fen in the county of York 
and State of Maine, respectfully represents that her husba: ad, Robert McGill, 
was asoldier in the service of the United States during the late war, and was 
killed while in the service; that at the time of his death she had three daugh- 
ters who were dependent upon her for support; that a pension was granted to 
her, and with that she was unable to support herself and daughters; that on 
the 2d day of May, 1870, she was married ito one Aaron Witham, of Acton, Me., 
who li on a good farm and represented to her that he was the owner thereof 
and had a good property. By reason of these representations, and in order that 
she might more comfortably support her children—who were, respectively, 
aged nine, twelve, and fifteen—she was induced to be married. Aaron Witham 
died on the 5th of April, A. D. 1882, leaving no property, and I am entirely desti- 
tute and notable todo anything to support myself, having had a paralytic shock, 
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and must become chargeable as a pauper unless I can have my pension restored. 


I therefore pray your honorable body for the of an act of Congress re- 
storing me to the pension-list, and that I may be paid my pension from May 2, 
1870. Iam now fifty-two years of age. aa 
r 
SOPHRONIA -++ WITHAM. 


mark. 
LEBANON, December, 1883. 


Witness: 
WriuiaM Emery. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JEREMIAH M. FITGER. 

The bill (H. R. 1945) granting a pension to Jeremiah M. Fitger was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Jeremiah M. Fitger. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PHILIP ARNER. 

The bill (H. R. 6266) granting a pension to Philip Arner was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Philip Arner, late first lieutenant of Company E, 
Sixty-second Regiment Peansylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

FREDERICK MARION. 

The bill (H. R. 6147) granting a pension to Frederick Marion was 
considered as in the Committee of the Whole. It pro to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Frederick Marion, late of Company K, 
Thirty-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL KITZMILLER. 

The bill (H. R. 4226) for the relief of Samuel Kitzmiller was con- 
sidered asin Committeeof the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Samuel Kitzmiller, father of John Kitzmiller, 
deceased, late of Company B, One hundred and thirty-eighth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


DAVID L. M’DERMOTT. 

The bill (H. R. 5435) granting a pension to David L. McDermott was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of David L. McDermott, late a private in Company 
K, One hundred and seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLArr 
May 19, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5435) grant- 


ing a pension to David L. MeVermott, have examined the and report: 
Sour committee have considered the facts in this case, which are stated in 
the annexed report (House Report 1583), and recommend the passage of the bill, 


[House Report No. 1583, Forty-ninth Congress, first session. ] 

The Committee on —, as to ee ees ewed oo bill (H. R. 
5435) granting a pension to Dav y 3 

David L. McDermott was enrolled on the 23d day of February, 1862, in Com- 
pany K of the One hundred and seventh Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
and was discharged on the7th day of June, 1862. 

He claims a pension on the follow basis: While a member of the i- 
zation aforesaid, in the service, and in line of his duty, at W: . G, 
on or about the 4th day of March, 1862, he was in the act of a mule 
and was kicked on the ae bas above the ankle, causing a fracture of the said 
limb. That since he recei aera come outof the 
leg, and it is now open and become a sore, depriving him of the use o1 
it, and having to use two crutches. 

The Pension Office has notified claimant that his claim can not be further con- 
sidered until certain evidence is furnished. As claimant can not possibly at 
this late day comply with the requirements of the Department, the claim stands 
almost a rejected one; hence his appeal to 
—— board of examining surgeons of Harrisburg, Pa., in report dated Septem- 

r 21, 1881, state: 

“In our opinion thesaid icant is total two grade incapacitated for obtain- 
tng bis gubelstenae eet lesan left caused by kick of 
male. ahem os yo me -—s ny = . ae oa in 

ne of duty, and t isabi permanen presen one mass 
of disease, due to carious bone. rhe whole tibia seems to be involved, as the 
fistulous openings extend from knee to ankle-joint.”” 

The assistant , United States Army, states “ there are no rec- 
ords of the ment named within on file in this olfice,” in reply to the usual 
letter of inquiry from the Commissioner of Pensions. 

As to the soldier having incurred the sore leg in the Army service, Adam 


ha 
Bi . rade, : 
“That he 8 been y acq claimant for about thirty-five 
ears, That he enlisted with him in Company K,One hundred and seventh 
—— —— ee eee, with claimant, was 
to post duty ashingten, D. driver or teamster ; 
that on the morning of 4, 1862, and claimant, in the line of duty 


ae ant et 

somewhere 

or harnessing a mule,to be substituted for one that sea eee & be eam, 
and the mule becoming ar. and 
claimant down and trampled him by 
others, carried claimant back to eS a found his left leg 
badly bruised from the ankle to the knee. 


in in the hospital,in bed, unable to stir or walk. In June, 1362, 
taok soldier Iroen haeapined and hauled him home; tS eS em 


aes 





— 


and totally unable to walk. He has frequently been with clai ‘tes 
charge, and knows that he (claimant) was always unable to icon fe 
ical be conan as tee ones leg seal aoe 

David Miller testifies to substantially the same as above quoted. 

Thompson Anderson also testifies similarly. 

From the evidence as above detailed it appears that this soldier rece 
injury to his leg while in line of duty; that this injury was of great Severity at 
the time of its incurrence, and has continued ever since in an increasing de. 7- 
The board of examining surgeons state that the leg is in a very bad conditior 
from the caries oi the bone, portions of which are disc’ aon 


4 

fro 
and eventually its amputation may become necessary. The oe . me, 
in the Pension Bureau for lack of evidence as to the incurrence of the inlert on 


claimed. The claim was a. neglected by reason of want of diligence A 
the part of the person having it in charge, otherwise it is clear that the soldier 
would have long since been in ao of the pension to which it is the onini.. 
of your committee he is justly entitled. Thelacking evidence has been {; 
this committee, duly certified to, as quoted above. 

They therefore, deeming this to be a meritorious case, recommend the 
of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


SARAH BROOKS. 


The bill (H. R. 3645) granting a pension to Sarah Brooks was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Sarah Brooks, mother of William Brooks, jr. do- 
ceased, late a private in Company D, Sixty-first Regiment Pennsy|yani, 
Volunteers. ] 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HENRY BOLLMAN. 

The bill (H. R. 3366) granting a pension to Henry Bollman was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Henry Bollman, late of Company L, Fourteenth Regiment Pennsy!- 
vania Cavalry, and now a resident of Harwood, Wayne County, lowa, 
on the pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARGARET LUCAS. 


The bill (H. R. 6812) granting a pension to Margaret Lucas was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Margaret Lucas, widow of Samuel Lucas, late 
a private in Company M, Second Regiment New York Heavy Artillery. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

GEORGE W. CRAMBLETT. 

The bill (H. R. 6000) granting a pension to George W. Cramblett 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension-roll the name of George W. Cramblett, dependent father 
of John C. Cramblett, late of Company G, Ninety-seventh Ohio Vol- 
unteers. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. That is an adverse report. I wish to state 
that since it was made I have received information of the death of Mr. 
Cramblett, for whose relief the bill was introduced, and in justice to 
this aged man I wish to read the concluding paragraph of the report of 
the House committee, which is as follows: 

Affidavit after affidavit has been filed from county officers and citizens of 

showing conclusively that the claimant was very poor xt (ate 


of soldier's death, and has been so continually since; has been an object of 
charity much of the time; is now an inmate of the almshouse; is seventy-tive 


old. 
briety pot ones habits and character. In view of all which, and the further fact 
that 


first born, whom he had a right to expect to lean in his old age, 
was shot down w ile battling for his country’s honor and preservation, your 


committee believe that the country should him on its pension-roll asa 
dependent father, and therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 
Inasmuch as this old gentleman has passed beyond the relie! pro- 
posed by this bill, I now move that it be indefinitely postponed. 
Mr. DLEBERGER. Was he in the Army? 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The son was in the Army, and this bill is 
a bill for the ' 


ived an 


Pinion 
irnished 


passag 


The bill (S. 2427) for the relief of the legal representatives of [liza 
M. Ferris was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to pay to Reuben D. Smart, administrator of Eliza M. Ferris, deceased, 
the sum of money to which she would have been entitled by pension 
certificate 220860, which was not issued until four days after her deat). 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordere:! (0 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and pass«(. 
MARGARET A. POLAND. 


The bill (H. R. 5154) gran a to Margaret A. Poland was 
considered @ in oe we 


The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions wit amend- 
ments, in line 7, before the word “‘ dollars,’’ to strike out “eight” and 
” and after the word ‘‘month,” in the same line, ‘° 
out words: ; “eR 
continue during the term of her natural life, and Alexander Polan a 
Union soldiers, >, ferniaing seers tative United States 








iza 


ses 
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nd- 
and 
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pay- 
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_ 


Army,and because of his devotion to the Union, which we shall be paid 

uarterly at the pension agency nearest to Washington, D. C., the arrears to be 
paid the date of the first aa payment of United States pensioners oc- 
curring after the passage of this act. 


So as to make the bill read: 
enacted, éc., That the Secret f the I ior be, and he is hereby, au- 

Bot eT Reedled ta pines on the pention-cell thename of Margares X. Fe. 
land, widow of Alexander Poland, late of Leesburg, Loudoun County, State of 
Virginia, at the rate of $12 per month. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 

in. 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read 
a third time. aa! 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
LOUIS A. WOLLENWEBER. 

The bill (H. R. 6248) granting a pension go Louis A. Wollenweber 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro to place on 
the pension-roll the name of Louis A. Wollenweber, father of Louis A. 
Wollenweber, deceased, late a private in Company K, Ninetieth Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LEVI L. TONGUE. 
The bill (H. R. 7437) to increase the pension of Levi L. Tongue was 
i as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase the 


of Levi L. Tongue, late a private in Company I of the Sixth 
Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, to $20 per month, in lieu 


of ion he now receives. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
SPENCER W. TRYON. 
The bill (H. R. 7249) to ion Spencer W. Tryon was considered 


as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
ihe name of Spencer W. Tryon, late a private in Company E, Four- 
teenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CYRUS DUBBS. 

The bill (H. R. 7407) granting a pension to Cyrus Dubbs was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll, at the rate of $12 per month, the name of Cyrus Dubbs, the 

, blind brother of Hiram N. Dubbs, late of Company F, Fourth 


if 
i 


to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
third time, and passed. 

WILHELM NOLTE. 

gran a pension to Wilhelm Nolte was con- 
of the le. It proposes to place the name 
late a private in Company A, Twenty-second Regi- 
on the pension roll. 

to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
third time, and passed. 

EDWIN BR. PARKS. 

granting a pension to Edwin R. Parks was 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 


Edwin R. Parks, late a sergeant of the Thir- 
of United States Infan 


try. 

was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

third time, and passed. 

GREEN CHAMBERS. 

relief of Green Chambers was consid- 

Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 

the name of Green Chambers, late a private in Company H, 

hundred and fifteenth United States Colored Troops. 

Senate without amendment, ordered to 

time, and passed. 

SAMUEL MILLER. 

ok ae to Samuel Miller was con- 
le. Itproposes to place on the pen- 

Samuel Miller, late a private in Company C, 

Pennsylvania Reserves. 

to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

the third time, and passed. 
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@ pension to Sarah Harbaugh was con- 

It proposes to place on the pen- 
Sarah Harbaugh, widow of George F. Harbaugh, 
y C, Sixty-first Regiment Pennsylvania Vol- 


to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
rd time, and passed. 
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MARGARET D. MARCHAND. 

The bill (H. R. 2060) granting a pension to Margare+ D. Marchand was 
announced as next in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CuLtom in thechair), The Chair 
calls attention to the fact that this bill has been passed already by both 
Houses as a Senate bill. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Let it be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that the Sen- 
ate bill has been passed by the House—a bill similar to this. 

Mr.COCKRELL. This bill ought then to be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. BLAIR. Thisisa cen ae: 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. he Chair is informed that the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey | Mr. SEWELL] notified the Clerk of the Senate 
that the Scnate bill had been passed by the House, and that this bill 
should be indefinitely postponed when reached. 

Mr. BLAIR. Let it be indefinitely postponed. 

The bill was postponed indefinitely. 


WILLIAM DERMODY 


The bill (H. R. 1505) granting a pension to William Dermody was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of William Dermody, late a private in Company 
E, Fifth Regiment New Jersey Infantry, and in Company H, Seventh 
Regiment New Jersey Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EDWARD L. HILL. 


The bill (H. R. 5333) granting a pension to Edward L. Hill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Edward L. Hill, late of Company G, Fifteenth 
Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ROXANA V. ROWLEY. 

The bill (H. R. 5306) granting a pension to Roxana V. Rowley was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Roxana V. Rowley, of Winona, Minn., widow 
of the late Franklin Rowley, first lieutenant of Company D, One hun- 
dred and ninety-fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JULIA CONNELLY. 


The bill (H. R. 6257) for the relief of Julia Connelly was considered 
asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Julia Connelly, widow of Thomas Connelly, late a private 
in Company G, Seventy-ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Cay- 
alry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered toa 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JAMES L. M’CLARRAN. 

The bill (H. R. 1943) granting a pensionto James L. McCiarran was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of James L. McClarran, late of Company H, 
Twenty-third Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JOSEPH PROST. 

The bill (H. R. 5307) granting a pension to Lieut. Joseph Prost was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Joseph Prost, late a lieutenant of Company EF, 
Fifty-fifth Regiment New York Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HENRY ANIN. 

The bill (H. R. 5334) granting a pension to Henry Anin was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Henry Anin, late a private in the Forty-first 
Reiment United States Colored Troops. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JACKSON STEWARD. 

The bill (H. R. 7979) granting a pension to Jackson Steward was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Jackson Steward, late a member of Companies 
C and E of the Sixth Kansas Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. MARGARET A. JACOBY. 


The bill (H. R. 5021) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret A. Jacoby 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
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the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Margaret A. Jacoby, widow of Sand- 
ford Jacoby, late of Company F, Seventieth New York Volunteers. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That does not show the rank the soldier held. 
It says “‘late of Company F.’’ Was hean officer ora private? I think 
the report had better be read to let us see whether that is correct in 
point of form. 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
on the 25th of May, 1886: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5021) grant- 
ing a pension to Mrs. Margaret A. Jacoby, have examined the same, and re- 
port: 

That an examination of the proofs in case satisfies the committec that the 
House report is correct. It is adopted, isas follows : 

‘That Sandford Jacoby, the husband of the claimant, enlisted April 20, 1861, 
in Company F, Seventiet Regiment New York Volunteers, and was d 
July 1, 1864. The soldier’s claim for pension was submitted for admission 
cember 1, 1884, and approved for total deafness and chronic diarrhea, 
him a pension for $ per month, commen cing July 1, 1864, and ending m- 
ber 7, 1875, date of soldier’ r’s disappearance he widow’s application was filed 
July 17, 1885, and rejected by the Department August 6, 1 iter the ground 
that fact, date, and cause of soldier's death not shown, and inabi of applicant 
to. furnish the necessary proof. 

‘ The basis of the claim is that while the soldier was en 
Gettysburg, Pa., July 2, 1863, by reason of concussion 
he was rende:’ almost totally deaf, and 


in the battle of 

of artillery, 
also contracted oon diarrhea, by 
reason of which he was “yy disabled for military duty; that he never recov- 
ered, but has been totally deaf in right ear ever since, and afflicted with chronic 
diarrhea. 

‘Claimant testifies that when her husband returned from the Army in 1864 he 
was suffering from chronic diarrhea and deafness contracted while in the serv- 
ice; that while residing with deponent at Greene, Ch County, New York, 
on or about the 7th day of September, 1875, he left and has never been heard from 
since; that she made diligent search and i uiry for him, and thatshe has been 
unable to ascertain or learn anything about him, and that she verily believes he 
is now deceased; that he had been sick fora week before he left and had done 
no work; that he was despondent by reason of his said disabilities and did not 
seem to be in his right mind; that he was not then able to support deponent, 
and that she has not received any su: from him since. 

‘Dr. Charles M. Lawrence, of Port Jervis, N. Y., testifies that he treated sol- 
dier upon his discharge and return from the Army for chronic diarrhea and 
deafness, and has treated him at frequent intervals for said disabilities up to 
1873, when he removed to Greene, Chenango County, New York, and that said 
diseases were likely to prove fatal. 

** Dr. Marcus M. Wood, of Greene me County, New York, testifies that 
he treated soldier for deafness and chronic diarrhea at intervals from 1873 to 
1875, and that the diarrhea laid him up about hal 
1875, when he left town. He was then suffering from both of 
which probably have proven fatal before this date (A 20, 1883). Have no 
doubt that his complaints were caused by exposure w in the service. 

‘Jane Brown testifies that she is a sister of soldier’s wife; has always lived 

Jervis, N. x which has 


f the time until the summer of 
those 


near her said sister during her residence at 
continuous since her marriage, except for six or seven years, when she — at 
Greene, Chenango County, New York, during which time she was deserted by 
he r husband, and since that time her sister has resided at Port Jervis ervis, N. Y. 
‘Adela Cunningham, Murates Beach, Henry P. Bates, and Lucius P: Clark ali 
testify that the said Sanford Jacoby disappeared in 1875, and have never seen 
him since, 
“The decision of the Secretary of the Interior, regarding the presumption of 


death, is as follows: 

‘That cases arise in which it is im ble to obtain positive proof of the sol- 
dier’s death, but the presumption of his death from causes connected with the 
service is so strong as to iy the allowance of a claim for pension made on 
behalf . his w os chil _~ or dependent relatives. 

- a se ae 
re: canning of common law is that a who has been absent and 
eard from for seven years is dead. he nn oe may properly 
be accepted under the _ law, and if, when last b selbtel wee 
suffering from serious disease contracted or injury ae inthe the line ao 
in the service, it ear presumed that his death occurred 
there is nothing in the circumstances to rebut such presumption.’ 

“ Your committee are of the belief that the = the fact that the sol- 
dier has not been paid his pension since the is disappearance, justify 
the presumption that the soldier is dead, and that hie death was the result of 
Gieaoen contracted while inservice in the line of duty, and recommend that the 
bill do pass.’ 

The hill is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it do 
pass. 


wet i 
not been 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Ought not the bill to state that he was a private? 

Mr. COCKRELL. It will not hurt it, but it is not very material. 

Mr. BLAIR. He is described expressly by his company. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But there may be a technical difficulty very pos- 
sibly. 

Mr. COCKRELL. He will be taken to be a private unless specified 


as an officer. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On the statement of the Senator from Missouri 
that that is the law, of course I have no observation to make. It is 
rather a loose way of doing the thing, I think. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The rank of a soldier is determined by the 
papers on file in the Pension Office. Of course those will be examined 
by the Commissioner of Pensions in what pension to grant. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But in all those bills, rightly, as I suppose, it is 
stated, except in this one, whatrank the person held. Here is one that 
does not state what rank he held. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Idonot believe there is any doubt about the law. 
Unless the papers show to the contrary he will be taken to be a private 
or a non-commissioned officer. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Suppose he happened to be a captain? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then the papers will have to show that in the 
office before he will get the pension. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The discharge or muster-out will show 


that. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Of course the papers would show; but then that 


would go to prove that all these provisions in the special laws y,) 
describe the status of the person are entirely unnecessary and \¢)) 

in those bills merely say, ‘‘ You are to put this person,”’ of such a rev 
ment, in order to identify who he was, ‘‘on the pension-ro!!. Bic 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. This is not an unusual form, how 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think itisfrom my listening here during (), 

Mr. TELLER. ‘Subject to the limitations of the pension |,, 
all that is necessary. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then there is a good deal that is unneces 
describing what the person was in all these bills. 

Mr. TELLER. That is for the purpose of identity only 
be no other purpose. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yielding to the Senators who know so 
about it, I make no objection. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. orde, 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
Lucy G. DUTCHER. 

The bill (H. R. 6430) granting a pension to Lucy G. Dutcher wa, 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place o; 1 the 
pension-roll the name of Lucy G. Dutcher, widow of Nathanie! }). 
late of Company D, Twelfth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. ord 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. ADALINE P. LOY. 

The bill (S. 2479) granting a pension to Mrs. Adaline P. Loy was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Mrs. Adaline P. Loy, widow of Joseph P. Lo) 
late captain of Company H, Fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to ‘the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed 

ELIZA WILKINS. 

The bill (S. 2459) granting a pension to Eliza Wilkins was considere 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Eliza Wilkins, widow of Orrin Wilkins, late a private 
in Company A, First Regiment of Iowa Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passe: 

SIDNEY DENTON. 

The bill (S. 2420) granting a pension to Sidney Denton was con 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the } pel 
sion-roll the name of Sidney Denton, late a private in Compan) Fr, 
Thirteenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and pass«:! 

JOHN G. WARREN. 


The bill (S. 2391) granting a pension to John G. Warren was cousid- 
as in ttee of the Whole. It proposes to place on tlic pe 
sion-roll the — John G. Warren, late a private in the Lig 
Regiment Wisconsin Light Artillery. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be for a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


ALONZO RAYMOND. 

The bill (S. 2388) granting @ pension to Alonzo Raymond was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Alonzo Raymond, fatherof Platt Green Raymond, 
late a private in Company E, Fifth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, at 
$12 pone month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered t 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passe 


ELIZASETH GARAGHTY. 

The bill (S. 2366) granting eee Garaghty was cou- 
sidered as in Committee of the to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Elizabeth Garaghty, Videw of Michael Garazhty 
late of Company A, Forty-fourth Wisconsin Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passe 

MARCEL GAGNON. 

The bill (S. 2363 pension to Marcel G on was consid- 
ered as in Committee mnie — Or eile. Tk sctenene tn ye on the pen- 
sion-roll the name tiinakaeammatmes A, Hatch’s bat- 
talion Minnesota cavalry, at the rate of $10 per month, in lieu of the 


he is now 
to the Senate without amendment, order! ‘» 


ered to 


The bill was re 

be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passe. 
SARAH C. WRIGHT. 

The bill (8. gre om to Sarah C. Wright was consid 
ered as in Committee of It proposes to place on the pen- 
Sioe-sull the name of Serah ©. Wright, widow of John W. Wright, !ate 
of Company D, Seventy-seventh Regiment Enrolled Militia of Missou", 
and who was pensioned by special act of Congress approved Janvs'y 
31, 1885. 








o + 


Ss 3 





1886. 


The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES F. HILDRETH. 


The bill (H. R. 4124) granting a pension to Charles F. Hildreth was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Charles F. Hildreth, late surgeon of the For- 
tieth Massachusetts Regiment. : 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARIA A. BIRNEY. 


The bill (H. R. 7156) to increase the pension of Antionette Birney, 
widow of Maj. Gen. David B. Birney, was considered as in Committee 
the Whole. , 
a ~ Committee on Pensions reported to amend the bill, in line 4, by 
striking out the name ‘‘Antionette’’ and inserting ‘‘ Maria A.;’’ so as 


. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 

and directed to increase wT of Maria A. Birney, widow of Maj. 
Gen. David B. Birney, from $30 to a month, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. , 

The bill was read the third time, and f 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘'A bill to increase the pension 
of Maria A. Birney, widow of Maj. Gen. David B. Birney.’’ 

JOHN WINES. 

The bill (S. 2478) granting a pension to John Wines was considered 
asin Committee of the Whole. It to place on the pension-roll 
the name of John Wines, father of Rufus H. Wines, late a private in 
Company E, Twenty-sixth Regiment Michigan Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARTHA M’ILWAILN. 


The bill (H. R. 7162) granting a pension to Martha MclIiwain was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Martha MclIlwain, widow of Robert J. Mc- 
Iiwain, late a sergeant of Company K, Eighth Regiment Pennsylvania 
Reserves. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I would like the Senator from New Hampshire to 
state what the term ‘‘ Pennsylvania Reservés’’ means. Does it seem 
to imply necessarily that these people were in the war? I dare say they 
were in fact; but for the benefit of the record I should like to have the 
Senator state about that. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Pennsylvania Reserves were among the best drilled 
and bravest and most efficient of the troops on the Union side in the late 
- They participated with great distinction in the battle of Gettys- 


urg. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Were they United States troops, or only State 

9 

Mr. BLAIR. They went by that name, but they were in the service 
of the United States. I do not know but they may properly be said to 
have been the crack troops of Pennsylvania. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
athird reading, read the third time, and passed. 

THOMAS A. ROWLEY. 


The bill (H.. R. 6250) to increase the pension of Thomas A. Rowley 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It provides that Thomas 
A. Rowley, late a brigadier-general of volunteers, shall be entitled to 
Teceive an increase of pension of $10 per month in addition to the al- 
lowance heretofore paid to him. 

Phe pe How much was the previous allowance? Let us 
r 


The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 


May 26, 1886: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6250 
stanting a pension to Thomas A. Rowley, have examined the i and —. 


Thomas A. Rowley was colonel of One hundred and second iment 
Pennsylvania He is — re- 
Pair Oaks, Va., which 


Hone over inferior 
curved line, Thecicatrix is tender, with considerable of periosteum. 
tha, sabiaine of pain radiating from cicatrix over left side of head. He ctates 









- 7s aes bone have been removed from site of 
of hemic ; Seo ten low deehiits 79 
“ rating too one-half.’ 
above ; have very considerably increased since the 
now seventy-seven years of age, is partially para- 
rn 


considering the serious nature of the wound received inthe 
condition at time, which is clearly sh 
With his extreme ageand poverty, recommend the passage o: the ba 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


See 


odt 


The bill is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it do 
Pass. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that a House bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


REBECCA ROBERTS. 

_ The bill (H. R. 8111) grantinga pension to Rebecca Roberts was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Rebecca Roberts, widow of Clark Roberts, who 
was lately surgeon of the One hundred and first Regiment Illinois Vol- 
unteers, at the rate provided by the pension laws for widows of sur- 
geons in volunteer regiments. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

K. G. BILLINGS. 

The bill (H. R. 2242) restoring to the pension-roll the name of K. 
G. Billings was considered asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to restore to the pension-roll the name of K. G. Billings, of Lancaster 
County, South Carolina, formerly a soldier in the Mexican war. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let ushearthereport. Whatis the trouble about 
that Mexican veteran? 

Mr. BLAIR. There is no trouble about it. We are restoring him, 
putting him on the roll again. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the report. : 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 26, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2242) grant- 
ing a pension to K. G. Billings, have examined the same, and report : . 

That an examination of the proofs in this case satisfies the committee that the 
House report is correct. It is adopted, and is as follows: 

“The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of Kennedy 
G. Billings, asking to be restored to the pension-rolls, and for back pension, sub- 
mit the following report : 

“The committee, after examination, find that at the outbreak of the war with 
Mexico Kennedy G. Billings enlisted as a lieutenant in Captain Cantey's com- 
pany of the regiment of South Carolina volunteers, and served with distinction 
during that entire war, and, as is shown by the aflidavit of T. J. Mackey, filed 
in this case, he fought with great bravery, doing honor tohimself and his coun- 
try, and at the time when his company became reduced, by casualties in battle, 
from one hundred and fifteen to but nine or ten men fit for duty, he voluntarily 
entered the ranks with a musket and fought at the battles of Chapultepec and 
at the Garita de Belen in the capacity of a private soldier. 

“That on the 10th day of January, 1854, a pension was granted said Billings 
for services rendered his country in said war, at the rate of $17 per month, pay- 
able semi-annually on the 4th of March and the 4th of September, at the Charles- 
ton agency. That the pension so granted him was paid regularly up to the 4th 
day of September, 1860, when, without assigning any reason, the agent declined 
to pay him anything more, and he has received no payment on account of said 
pension since said last-mentioned date. 

‘* Your committee are of the opinion that said Billings should be restored (o 
the pension-rolls at the rate of $17 per month, and to that end report the accom- 
panying bill, with reeommendation that it do pass.” 

The bill is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear that bill read again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be again read. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Would that bill as it stands give this person an 
allowance for the twenty-five years or over that have passed since he 
got his pay? And perhaps the acting chairman of the committee can 
tell us what this person was engaged about during the four years from 
1861 to 1865. Weought to deal fairly with all these cases and all alike 
upon some fairprinciple. Ifthe present state of the law is as I suppose— 
I do not at this moment remember, though I think it is—that those who 
were on the pension-roll and went into the rebellion lost their right to 
a pension, to take out this particular person would be invidious. Ido 
not say whether I would not vote to restore all, beginning from now, 
for their old services; but that is quite another question. To take out 
this particular person and put him on the pension-roll and leave every- 
body else off would seem to require some explanation. I would like 
to hear from my friend from New Hampshire on this point. 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask that that case be passed over informally. I am 
anxious to get through with the rest of the pension bills to-day.. The 
Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER] reported the case, and is more 
familiar with it than I am. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be passed over. 

LYDIA HADLOCK. 

The bill (H. R. 1142) granting a pension to Lydia Hadlock was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Lydia Hadlock, of Lexington, Mass., widow 
of Colburn Hadlock, who served three months in the war of 1812. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move to strike out, beginning in line 5, the 
words ‘‘aet of Congress approved March 9, 1878 (twentieth Statutes at 
Large, page 27),”’ and then, after the words ‘‘ widow of Colburn Had- 
lock,’’ to strike out the words ‘‘ who served three months in the war of 
1812,” and say, ‘‘ widow of Colburn Hadlock, late a soldier of the war 
of 1812.’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that point I should like to hear the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I ask to have the bill read again. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read, and the report. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. Let me ask the Senator from Missouri what is his ob- 
jection to the bill? 

Mr. COCKRELL. We never pass a bill referring to any special act 
which is the law. This says, according to a certain act. There is no 
necessity for that, for the act named is a general pension law. Then 
it says ‘‘ who served three months in the war of 1812.” This man 
never was ap enlisted soldier, but was a teamster, and the record shows 
that. Let the report be read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I asked to have the report read. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The report also shows that he discharged 
the duties of a soldier in the artillery. 

Mr. HOAR. Iknowthisoldladyvery well. She livesin Lexington, 
Mass., now, and lived formerly in the town where I was born, Concord. 
I was not aware of this application; it has come through somebody else 
than me; but I know very well that Mr. Hadlock received a bounty as 
a soldier. 

Mr. COCKRELL. A land-warrant? 

Mr. HOAR. Yes; a land-warrant. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. SAWYER 
May 26, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill o. R. 1142) grant- 
i; a pension to Lydia Hadlock, have examined the same, and report: 

bat an examination of the proofs in this case satisfies the committee that the 
House report is correct. It is adopted, and is as follows: 

** Lydia Hadlock, ninety-two years of age, is the widow of Colburn Had ock, 
who served in the war of 1812, and whose name was carried on the rolls asa 
teamster. He served less @ year, but during his time of service was at- 
tached to the artillery, and performed his duties as other soldiers did to the 
close of the war. He received a land-warrant, as appears from the records of 
the Interior Department. 

“In view of these facts of 
mend the of the bill.” 

The bill is herewith reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it do 
pass, 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. This is a House bill; and while its recitals 
may be somewhat unusual, yet it seems to me they are not sufficiently 
so to justify an améndment and sending the bill back to the House. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I withdraw my motion to amend. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The lady can get a pension under this bill 
as well as under any other form. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _I am inclined to think on looking at the act re- 
ferred to in the House bill that it is wise and necessary to have it in, 
because it is by force of that act and not the general pension laws that 
this pension can be defined. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That is a general ion law. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is possibly, Hut I think the House were rather 
wise in putting it in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is withdrawn. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ANNA A. PROBERT. 


The bill (H. R. 7703) granting a pension to Anna A. Probert was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Anna A. Probert, widow of George C, Probert, 
late a first lieutenant in the Third Ohio Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CLARK BOON. 


The bill (H. R. 7931) increasing the pension of Clark Boon was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase the 
pension of Clark Boon, late a member of Company H, Thirty-third 
Regiment of lowa Volunteers, to $12 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed : 


DAVID M. RENNOE. 

The bill (H. R. 7914) to increase the pension of David M. Rennoe 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase 
the pension of David M. Rennoe, late a private in Company H of the 
Twenty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, to $30 per month, in lieu 
of the pension now received. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


STEPHEN D. MEAD. 


The bill (S. 2460) granting a ion to Stephen D. Mead was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Stephen D. Mead, late a private in Company 
B, Seventh Regiment Mi Ca ° 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


FRANCES MOSHER. 


The bill (H. R. 7965) for the relief of Frances Mosher was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
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roll the name of Frances Mosher, widow of Hiram A. 
private in Company F, Tenth Minnesota Volunteers. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment ordered + 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed ; — 
ARLANTA T. TAYLOR, 


The bill (H. R. 7310) granting a pension to Mrs. Arlanta 7 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to p 


NE Q, 


i, 


Mosher. late 


Tayh yr 


the ion-roll the nameof Arlanta T. Taylor, widow of John T. Ty = 
wins Wana eieete ta Ceeteenetl-Milieb tingle tien Volunteers 
Mr. COCKRELL. I must ask that that bill be passed over in; r- 
mally. e 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be laid aside, retainin, 


its place on the Calendar. 
JOUN I. WUNTER. 

The bill (H. R. 5324) granting a pension to John H. Hunter was cop. 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of John H. Hunter, late a private in Company B 
One hundred and forty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers. Bee 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 4) 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. ; 

MARY F. BLAKE. 

The bill (H. R. 1520) granting an increase of pension to Mary F. Blake 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase 
the pension of Mary F. Blake, widow of the late Commodore Homer 
Crane Blake, United States Navy, from $30 to $50 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LYDIA 8. JOHNSON. 


The bill (H. R. 8078) for the relief of Lydia 8. Johnson was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Lydia 8. Johnson, of Yates, Orleans County, New 
York, a nurse in the Army during the late civil war, at $12 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ISAAC FOSSETT. 

The bill (H. R. 5261) granting a pension to Isaac Fossett was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Isaac Fossett, late a private in Company K, First Minnesota Cavalry, 
on the ion-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Cc. K. HUGHES. . 

The bill (H. R. 2144) granting a pension to C. K. Hughes was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of C. K. Hughes, late major of the One hundred 
and forty-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ELLEN CORCORAN. 


The bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pension to Ellen Corcoran was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name 
of Ellen Corcoran, sister of Eugene Corcoran, late chaplain of the F\i- 
tieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, on the pension-roll, at $20 
per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY SULLIVAN. 

The bill (H. R. 308) gran a pension to Mary Sullivan was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the It proposes to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Mary Sullivan, widow of Michael Sullivan, late 
a private in Company K, Ninety-third Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN H. WESTERHOUSE. 


The bill (H. R. 6721) granting a pension to John H. Westerlous, 
late of Company F, First Regiment Potomac Home Brigade (Thir- 
teenth) Maryland Volunteers, was considered as in Committee o! the 
Whole. It proposes te place on the pension-roll the name of Jolin H. 

esterhouse, late of Company F, First Regiment Potomac Hiome 
Brigade (Thirteenth) Maryland Volunteers. . 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordere to 8 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ALFRED M. OWEN’S CHILDREN. . : 

The bill (H. R. 4689) for the relief of the children of the late =o 
geon Alfred M. Owen and to increase their pensions was consider as 2 

the Whole. It proposes to allow to Alired U. Uwe? 


a 


Committee of oe 

Q. Owen, Kathleen D. B. Owen, and Albert T. Owen, mine! 
of the late Surgeon Alfred M. Owen, United States Navy, 4 
of $15 each per month, to continue until each child shall re 
attain the age of sixteen years, in lieu of the pension 50 
them. 


it 
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Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. BLAIR 
June 1, 1886: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4689) for the 
relief of the children of the late Surgeon Alfred M. Owen, and to increase their 
pensions, have examined the same and report: 

Your committee have carefully considered the facts of this case,and concur 
in the annexed oe of the House Committee on Invalid Pensions (House 
Re No. 934) recommend the passage of the bill. 

e naval career of the deceased officer, which began in May, 1869, was one of 
exceptional = was made conspicuous by an unusually wide range of 
duties by sea and . From his entry into the service until his death he was 
constantly em ed, exercising professional attainments of a very high order, 
and that Fi every duty assigned him by the zeal, courage, fidelity, and 
intelligence layed in its execution is the testimony of all who knew him. 

He was always conscientious, earnest, skillful, kind, and courteous, command- 
ing thereby the affection and confidence of the sick, and the respect and admi- 
ration of his superiors. 

In February, 1882, he reported for duty at the ney yond, Pensacola, and afew 
months later was com the much-dreaded yellow fever. By his judicious 
sanitary provisions and personal force and courage he established a cordon of 
environment which preserved the naval station from the plague which devas- 
tated the hboring city. At the height of the epidemic, when the physicians 
of Pensacola been cut off by the fell disease, he bravely volunteered to go 
into the city to attend the afflicted. : 

In the following summer (1883) he was without medical assistance, performing 
the quadruple duty of surgeon of the navy-yard, surgeon of the naval hospital, 
surgeon of the reservation, and quarantine officer of the lower bay. 

A return of the fever was looked for. Every officer who could be spared was 
permitted to leave, and this brave officer could have been detached upon appli- 
cation, but he seorned the thought. 

August 14, 1883, the fever reappeared. Overexertion and exposure to the sun 
had caused Surgeon Owen a partial sunstroke in July,and while yet suffering 
from this, he was, on August 16, himself seized with the fever. For two days 
there was no one on to treat the hero, and on the 22d hedied. His faithful 
wife was — her efforts at his bedside, and within a day or so after his 
death she _— en with the same disease; at midnight of the 29th she was 
buried . 

ee behind them four children, between the ages of three months and 
eight years,each of whom and their nurse also had the fever. 

e committee therefore recommend that the amounts named in the bill be 
allowed to the four children of the deceased. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and ; 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senate has passed a bill allowing $100 instead of 
$60. Thisis the House bill. The Senate bill has been held in the 
House committee, and I now move that the House be requested to re- 
turn the Senate bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be so ordered unless objec- 
tion be made. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Does not this bill mean that if a man 
served in the Army and did not die and did not get killed and did not 
get wounded, and if after the war he died of yellow fever we will 

ion hisfamily? Does not the bill mean just that and nothing else ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no bill before the Senate 
The Secretary will read the next bill. 

MARY A. VAN ETTEN. 

The bill (H. R. 6170) granting a pension to Mary A. Van Etten was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mary A. Van Etten, widow of James F. Van 
Etten, late of Company A, Thirteenth Regiment of New York Volun- 
teers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

SUSAN SMITH. 

The bill (H. R. 4552) for the relief of Susan Smith was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 
the rame of —e a of Michael Smith, late first lieuten- 
ant of Company and eighty-fourth Regiment Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry. . 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

i. D. HOBBS. 

The bill (S. 2463) granting a pension to H. D. Hobbs was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension- 
roll the name of H. D. Hobbs, late a private in Company G, Second 
Regiment District of Columbia Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LOUISE PAUL. 

The bil! (8. 2502) granting a to Louise Paul was considered 
as in of the Whole. It _ to place on the pension-roll 
the name of Louise Paul, widow of Brig. Gen. Gabriel R. Paul, de- 
ceased, late of the United States Army, at the rate of $50 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The bill (s. LUCY E. ANDERSON. 

2301) granting a ion to Lucy E. Anderson was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


The bill was from the committee with an amendment, which 
Was, in line 7, the word ‘‘Anderson,”’ to insert: 
Late first lieutenant and adjutant Twentieth Indiana Volunteers, afterward 
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captain, and appointed major of volunteers by brevet for gallant and meritori- 
ous services in the campaign terminating in the capture of Petersburg and the 
surrender of the insurgent army of Northern Virginia. 

So that the bill as amended will read: 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitation of the pen- 
sion laws, the name of Lucy E. Anderson, widow of Maj William A. Ander- 
son, late first lieutenant and adjutant Twentieth Indiana Volunteers, afterward 
captain, and appointed major of volunteers by brevet for gallant and meritori- 
ous services in the campaign terminating in the capture of Petersburg and the 
surrender of the insurgent army of Northern Virginia, and pay her a pension 
at the rate of $25 per month from and after the passage of this act 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


HORACE W. BROWNELL. 


The bill (S. 2570) granting a pension to Horace W. Brownell was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Horace W. Brownell, late a second lieutenant 
in the Sixth Vermont Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARY HOWARD FARQUHAR. 


The biil (H. R. 1201) for the relief of Mary Howard Farquhar was 
considered as in committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension-roll the name of Mary Howard Farquhar, widow of the late 
Maj. and Bvt. Lieut. Col. Francis V. Farquhar, Corps of Engineers, 
United States Army, and daughter of the late Maj. Gen. Alpheus S. 
Williams, United States volunteers, at the rate of $40 per month, in 
lieu of the pension which she now receives. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

| a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM F. CLARK. 

| The bill (H. R. 4386) granting an increase of pension to William F. 

| Clark was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension-roll the name of William F. Clark, formerly of the 
First Connecticut Cavalry, at the rate of $45 per month, in lieu of the 
pension now received by him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

| a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARGARET LUCY. 
The bill (H. R. 7511) granting a pension to Margaret Lucy was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen- 
| sion-roll the name of Margaret Lucy, dependent mother of George W. 
Lucy, late a private in Company G, Nineteenth Regiment Massachu- 
setts Volunteers. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELVIRA BLISS SHELDON. 
The bill (S. 2029) granting an increase of pension to Elvira Bliss Shel- 
don was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an amend- 
ment, in line 8, after the word ‘‘of,’’ to strike out the word ‘‘forty”’ 
insert ‘‘thirty;’’ so as to make the bill read: 


That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pen- 
sion laws,the name of Elvira Bliss Sheldon,an ex-Army nurse and widow of 
Joel S. Sheldon, late a commissary and lieutenant of volunteers,and pay her a 
pension at the rate of $30 per month, in lieu of the pension now received by her. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This concludes the pension bills. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I respectfully move that the Senate do now ad- 
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 4 o’clock and 52 minutes p. m.) 
| Senate adjourned until Monday, June 7, 1886, at 12 o’clock m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, June 5, 1886. 
The House met at 11 o’clock a. m. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
ADDITIONAL CLERK IN TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the acting Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting a communication from the dis- 


bursing clerk of the Department recommending that provision be made 
in the legislative, executive, and jndicial appropriation bill for an addi- 
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tional clerk in his office for the next fiscal year; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
nsent leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr, JouN M. TAYLor, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 
To Mr. BuRLEIGU, for one week, on account of important business. 
To Mr. FLEEGER, for five days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. FrepeErick, for ten days, on account of important business, 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT ZANESVILLE, OHIO. 


Mr. WILKINS. Iask by unanimous consent to move that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union be discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill (S. 206) to provide for the erection 
of a public building in the city of Zanesville, Ohio, and that the same 
be now considered. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &e., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to purchase or otherwise provide a suitable site, and cause 
to be erected thereon, at the city of Zanesville, in the State of Ohio, a substan- 
tial and commodious public building, with fire-proof vaults, for the use and ac- 
commodation of the post-office, internal-revenue office, pension office, and for 
other Government uses. The site, and the building thereon, when completed 
according to plans and specifications to be previously made and approved by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, shal! not exceed the cost of $150,000; and the site 
purchased shall leave the building unexposed to danger from fire in adjacent 
buildings by an open space of at least 50 feet, including streets and alleys; and 
for the purposes herein mentioned the sum of $150,000 is hereby appropriated, 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury: Provided, That no part of 
said sum shall be expended until a valid title to the said site shall be vested in 
the United States, and the State of Ohio shall cede tothe United States exclusive 
jurisdiction over thesame, during the time the United States shall be or remain 
the owner thereof, for all purposes except the administration of the criminal 
laws of said State and the service of any civil process therein. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 


Mr. MORRISON. I wish to ask the gentleman from Ohio a ques- 
tion. Is it usual to put the appropriation in bills of this kind? 

Mr. WILKINS. It has been done on very many occasions, and on 
most of the bills that have passed this House. I am quite willing the 
appropriation should be stricken out if the gentleman from Illinois de- 
sires it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is the whole appropriation made? 

Mr. WILKINS. I will say to the gentleman from Indiana that I 
propose to strike out $50,000, and limit the amount to $100,000. 

Mr. HOLMAN. With the understanding that it will not be here- 
after increased ? 

Mr. WILKINS. Certainly. 

The SPEAKER. 
the bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WILKINS. I move to amend by striking ont ‘‘ $150,000"’ 
wherever it occurs and inserting in lieu thereof ‘* $100,000."’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and . 

Mr. WILKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT SIOUX CITY, IOWA. 


Mr. STRUBLE. Task by unanimous consent that the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union be di from the 


further consideration of the bill (S. 763), and that the same be now 
considered. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &o., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed ° pueeiee a site for, and cause to be erected . 
a suitable building, with fire-proof vaults therein, for the accommodation of the 
United States district and circuit courts, internal-revenue ofhve, post-office, and 
other Government offices, at the city of Sioux City, lowa. The plans, spectfica- 
tions, and full estimates for said building shall be previuusly made and a: 
according to law, and shall not exceed for the site and building complete the sum 
of $100,000: Provided, Thatthe site shall leave the building unexposed to danger 
from fire in adjacent buildings by an open space of not less that 40 feet, includ- 
ing streets and alleys; and that no money appropriated for this purpose shall 
be available until a valid title to the site for said building shall be vested in the 
United States, nor until the State of lowa shall have ceded to the United States 
exclusive jurisdiction over the same, during the time the United States shall be 
or remain the owners thereof, for all purposes except the administration of the 
criminal laws of said State and the service of civil process therein. For the 
purposes of this act the sum of $100,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise i the same to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds recommended the 
following amendment: 


Insert in the twelfth line, after the word “dollars,” the following: 
‘‘Nor shal! any site be purchased until estimates for the erection of a build- 


By unanimous c 


That clause is in the bill. 
Is there objection to the present consideration of 


ing which will furnish sufficient accomm for the transaction of the public 
business, and which shall not exceed in cost the balance of the sum lim- 
ited after the site shall have been purchased and paid for, shall have been ap- 


proved by the Secretary of the Treasury; pee he ne + et 
said buil ae. a the Secretary of the Treasury an 
expenditure exceeding the said om of $100,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


| The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and it was go. 
| cordingly read the third time, and passed. 
| Mr. STRUBLE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bi!) was 
| passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid oy 1}, 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the regular order, Mr. Speaker. 

TheSPEAKER. Theregularorderisdemanded. The regu)ar order 
is the call of standing and select committees. 

Mr. MCRAE. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. [Hor, 
MAN] will withdraw the call for the regular order for a moment to ey- 
able me to call up a bill. I ask unanimous consent to take from the 
House Calendar for present consideration the bill (H. R. 9116) to pro- 
vide for holding terms of vhe United States courts at Texarka: ' 
and for other purposes. 

The SPEAKER. Is the call for the regular order withdrawn? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. McRA£} asks 
unanimous consent to take from the House Calendar for present cop- 
sideration the bill indieated by him. The Clerk will report the pij! 

Mr. BEACH. I demand the regular order, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The regularorder isdemanded, and the Chair wij! 
proceed to call the standing and select committees. 


BRIDGE NEAR CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 

Mr. CRISP, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back fayor- 
ably the bill (H. R. 8880) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Tennessee Riverat or near Chattanooga, Tenn.; which was referred 

| to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
| be printed. 


b, Ark., 


SECTION 4887 REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on Patents, reported, as a 
subs.itute for H. R. 3656, a bill (H. R. 9128) to amend section 4887 of 
the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and second time. referred 
to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

The original bill (H. R. 3656) was laid on the table. 

SAMUEL SAWYER. 
| Mr. LOVERING, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 4028) granting a pension to Samue! Saw- 
yer; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
| printed. 
REBECCA WISWELL. 
| Mr. LOVERING, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
| ported a bill (H. R. 9129) granting a pension to Rebecca Wiswell; which 
| was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Wholo 
| House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
| ordered to be printed. 
JANE D. MUM¥ORD. 
| Mr. LOVERING, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
| ported back favorably the bill (S. 1184) granting a pension to Jane |) 
Mumford; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 





GRACE F. EDES. 

Mr. LOVERING, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back adversely the bill (S. 2144) granting an increase of pension 
to Grace F. Edes; which, on motion of Mr. RANDALL, was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, wit) 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE BLISS. 

Mr. LOVERING, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, also re- 
ported back adversely the bill (8. 1783) granting an increase of pension 
to George Bliss; which was referred to the Committee of the W hole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 


SARAH 0O’BRIEN. 

Mr. PINDAR, from the Committee on — nogeres a ; 
bill (H. R. 9130) ing a pension to Sarah O’Brien; which was rea 
a rd and cccndittien sion to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr. PINDAR, the Committee on Invalid Pensions ws 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 8835) grant- 
ing a pension to Louise Paul; and also of the bill (S. 1112) granting 4 
pension to Phoebe H. Meech; and the same were referred to the Coui- 
mittee on Pensions. 

WILLIAM H. RANDLE. . 

Mr. NEAL, from the Committee on Claims, rted back favorably 
the bill (H. R. 5111) for the relief of William i. Randle; which was ro 
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ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
DR. JOHN B. READ. 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported, as a substi- 
tute for H. Res. 7, a joint resolution (H. Res. 179) in relation to the 
daim made by Dr. John B. Read against the United States for the al- 

use of projectiles claimed as the invention of said Read, and by 
him alleged to have been used pursuant to a contract or arrangement 
made between him and the War Department, and for which no compen- 
sation has been made; also, in relation to the claim of William E. Wood- 
bridge, based upon the plea of alleged priority in this line of invention; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


The original joint resolution (H. Res. 7) was laid on the table. 


DAVIDSON DICKSON AND OTHERS. 


Mr. SMALLS, from the Committee on War Claims, reported back 
favorably the bill (S. 290) for the relief of Davidson Dickson and others; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

The call of standing and select committees was concluded, no fur- 
ther reports being presented. 

SEMON BACHE & CO. 

Mr. RANDALL. I ask consent to make a report from the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations touching an item in the Book of Estimates, of 
which the committee desire some other of the standing committees 
should have jurisdiction by authority of the House. I desire to sub- 
mit by instruetions of the Committee on Appropriations the proposition 
which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on A 
sideration of an item in the Book of Estimates for 1887, 205: 

“To refund the duty paid by Semon Bache & Co., of few York, upon glass 
from imported stock furnished to the National Museum and the New Orleans, 
Louisville, and Cincinnati expositions for exhibition cases, $3,562.56." 

And that the same be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. RANDALL. I am not clear whether this might not properly 
go to the Committee on Ways and Means—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, except by unanimous con- 
sent. It appears to bea claimagainst the United States; and although 
it may have arisen out of the administration of the revenue laws, yet 
under the amended rules of the House all claims of every character, 
unless unanimous consent be given for some other reference, must go 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. RANDALL. That was the judgment of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, 


There being no objection, the resolution was considered and adopted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed a bill of the following title; in 
which the concurrence of the House was reqvested: 

A bill (S. 2225) to indemnify certain subjects of the Chinese Empire 
for losses sustained by the violence of a mob at Rock Springs, in the 
Territory of Wyoming, in September, 1885. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with amend- 
ments the bill (H. R. 5874) to alter and amend the act entitled ‘‘An 
act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the 
Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government 
the use of the same for postal, military, and other purposes,’’ approved 
July 1, 1862, and also to alter and amend the act of Congress approved 
July 2, 1864, in amendment of said first-named act; asked a conference 
with the House upon the amendments to said bill; and had appointed 


as conferees on the pact of the Senate Mr. PLumB, Mr. VAN Wyck, 
and Mr. WALTHALL. 


ropriations be discharged from the con- 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Imove that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the consideration of 
general ton bills. 

Mr. CO I ask the gentleman to withdraw that motion fora mo- 
ment. On behalf of the Committee on Public Lands, I desire to ask 


to consider a Senate bill reported from that committee and 
now on the Calendar 


Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw the motion for the present. 


Mr. COBB. 
the bill (S. 149) forfeiting a part of certain lands 
the State of Iowa to aid in the construction of railroads in 


Committee on Public Lands the right 
bill at the present time? 
would not operate until after the hour 


Mr. HOLMAN. I now renew my motion. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. By order of the House the business of the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads is made a special order for to-day. I 
wish to say to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN], who has 
just proposed to bring up the legislative appropriation bill at this time, 
that there is a very important bill reported from the Committee on Pa- 
cific Railroads which we would like to have considered to-day; and I 
think we can get through with it in an hourortwo. Indeed, I think 
we can get through to-day with all the bills reported from our com- 
mittee. I hope the gentleman from Indiana will consent to give way 

| for the consideration of this business. 

| Mr. HOLMAN, It-is necessary, as the gentleman knows, that the 

| legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill should become a 
law before the Ist of July; and the Committee on Appropriations would 
hardly feel justified in taking the responsibility of further delay in the 
consideration of that bill. Otherwise, of course, I would not hesitate 
& moment to accede to the suggestion of the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I would like to make a suggestion to the 
gentleman from Indiana. Would not the gentleman be satisfied to 
allow us an hour or an hour and a half for the consideration of our busi- 
ness, if we consent to yield the remainder of the day ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think the appropriation bill will necessarily give 
rise to some general debate; and it would be impossible for me, as a 
representative of the Committee on Appropriations, to enter into any 
engagement of that character. I would be very glad to do soif I could. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Then I will inquire of the Chair whether 
it is not in order for us to antagonize the consideration of the legislative 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Texas 
that if the House should refuse to agree to the motion of the gentleman 
from Indiana it will be in order, after an hour has been occupied in 
the consideration of bills reported from committees, to consider special 
orders, butnotuntilthen. Thespecial order which the gentleman from 
Texas desires to bring up and the special order in which the gentleman 
from Missouri { Mr. O’ NEILL] is interested are both operative only after 
the hour forthe consideration of bills. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman from Indiana[Mr. HoLmAn] will 
indulge me for a moment, I desire to say to gentlemen sitting about me 
who may not have heard the discussion upon the other side, that this 
matter of the consideration of the legislative bill was referred to in the 
Committee on Appropriations to-day; and I believe, from the expres- 
sion there made, there was a very general feeling in that committee that 
the application for the consideration of that bill to-day should be merely 
to throw upon the House the responsibility of determining what busi- 
ness it would consider, the committee or most of its members I think 
feeling that this day is perhaps the only day that the Committee on 
Pacific Railroads will have, and recognizing the fact that the bill which 
the gentleman from Texas desires to bring up, whatever its merits, of 
which I express no opinion at this time, may involve to the Govern- 
ment over $100,000,000. 

And they felt that perhaps this should be submitted to the House, 
so that it could use its own determination touching the matter. 

Mr. HOLMAN, I only wish to say that I am not permitted, of 
course, to state what transpired in the Committee on Appropriations, 
but I have no doubt my friend from Illinois has expressed in some de- 
gree the views of the various members. 

Every gentleman can see for himself the propriety of the passage of 
this bill before the 1st of July, since if not passed before that time, and 
the fiscal year then expiring, it becomes necessary to extend into the 
next year a law of the same character; and all gentleman understand 
the objections and inconvenience of that arrangement. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Regular order. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. Concerning the understanding of the 
Committee on Appropriations, or some members of that committee, and 
the members of the Committee on the Pacific Railroads, I desire to 
state if the House does not take up the appropriation bill, that under 
the order of May 17, giving the Committee on Labor the 3d of June 
and al) dayssucceeding until the business of that committee is disposed 
of, I will endeavor to call up the reports from that committee, as I be- 
lieve it is a prior order to the order for the Pacific railroads business. 

Mr. RANDALL. The order provides that this shall be a continuing 
order, whereas the business of the Committee on the Pacific Railroads 
is confined to this day only, as I recollect it. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. No; the Committee on Pacific Rail- 
roads has a continuing order until two days shall have been consumed. 
Our order provides that it shall continue until all our bills are disposed 
of. 

Mr. CRISP. If the House will indulge me a moment, the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, if they do not sneceed in getting up their bill 
to-day, can do so on the next legislative day. To vote down the prop- 
osition to go into Committee of the Whole involves to them the loss of 
one day, and one day only. To vote down the proposition to consider 
the special order assigned for to-day involves, I may say, the failure, 
the absolute failure, to consider the question of the adjustment of this 
great indebtedness of $125,000,000 due by the railroads to the Govern- 
ment. On the question submitted by the gentleman from Missouri I 
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gentleman conceives that the priority there referred to means priority 
of assignment. I respectfully submit to him that it means priority in 
the time of obtaining the order. For instance, when the gentleman 
obtained his order ours had been already obtained; and when he, by 


the terms of his order, said we will not interfere with prior orders, it 


was exactly the same as if he had said in terms he would not interfere 
or seek to interfere with the order granted by the House to our com- 
mittee. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. I am perfectly willing to leave the de- 
termination of that question to the Speaker of the House. 

Mr. CRISP. I therefore ask that this day be devoted to the consid- 
eration of business of the Pacific Railroads Committee, so that the House 
may act promptly upon this important question which they present. 

Several members addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. This question is not debatable except by unani- 
mous consent, and the regular order has been demanded. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
business that we will save time by coming to a vote. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to know if it would be in order for thechair- 
man of the Committee on Pacific Railroads to move to postpone to a 
given day the consideration of bills to be called up by that committee? 

The SPEAKER. That can be done bya vote of the majority when- 
ever the bills are taken up and are under consideration before the 
House. It can only be done by unanimous consent at any other time. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to ask if this is not a continuing order? 

The SPEAKER. The Calendar shows that both are continuing or- 
ders, one until all of the bills are disposed of and the other until two 
days have been occupied. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I respectfully submit to the House that this Pa- 
cific Railroad matter is one covering a period of seventy years, and 
there is no necessity for such extraordinary haste in its ion, 
whereas the legislative bill must be passed by both Houses within 
twenty-six days from this time. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular order!’’] 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. HOLMAN, there were 
on a division—ayes 51, noes 67. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order being made that no quorum has 
voted, the Chair will order tellers. 

Mr. SPRINGER and Mr, THROCKMORTON were appointed tellers. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 61, noes 99. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw the point that no quorum has voted. 

So (no further count being demanded, ) the motion of Mr. Homman 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I now demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the hour for the consideration 
of bills reported from committees, which begins at five minutes to 12 
e’clock. The call rests with the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CRISP. I rise to a question of order. By the terms of the 
order assigning to-day for the Committee on Pacific Railroads the sec- 
ond hour was expressly excluded. The question was raised, if the 
Chair will recollect, at the time as to what was meant the word 
“hours”? as used in the resolution. The resolution the term 
‘hours’? instead of hour. It expressly declared, and reference to the 
RECORD will show it, that the second hour was excluded altogether, 
and this business was to be taken up immediately after the expiration 
of the morning hour. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from Georgia is correct in the 
statement he has just made. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair remembers something occurred about 
the use of the word ‘‘hour,’”’ and will cause the Recorp to be ex- 
amined. 

Mr. STEELE. As some members of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs are absent on public business, I shall ask that the hour for the 
consideration of bills be not used to-day. 

The SPEAKER. On examination of the engrossed copy of the or- 
der itappears that the letter “‘s’’ was stricken out of the word “‘ hours,”’ 
so that the meaning of the resolution is that this day, after the morn- 
ing hour, is set apart for consideration of measures reported from the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

Mr. CRISP. I call up the special order. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. i rise for a question of information. 
Under the special order adopted May 17 it was 


Resolved, That Thursday, the 3d day of June, 1886, after the hour for the con- 
sideration of bills, be set apart for the consideration of such business as may be 
presented by the Committee on Labor ; this order not to interfere with 

appropriation or revenue bills, bills from the Committee on Public 


Lands, or prior orders; and whether so interfered with on that day or not, shall 
be . comtinsing order rs above until the bills presented by said committee shall 
»e disposed of. 


I ask if that does not constitute a prior order for the Committee on 
Labor over the Committee on Pacific Railroads ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state in response to the gentleman 
from Missouri that it is not now for the Chair to decide which 
of these special orders shall have ty overthe other. In case they 
had both been fixed for consideration after the hour for consideration 
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would say to the House that by the terms of the order for the consid- 
eration of his business it is not to interfere with prior orders. The 


So much time is lost in debate on the order of 








of 


JUNE do, 
bills that question would havearisen. But with theam 
by the House to the resolution offered by the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Crisp] settingapartthisday, immediately after the mornins ho... 
for the consideration of measures reported from the Committee on cis), 
Railroads that order takes effect before the hour for the consideratioy 
of bills reported by the committee, whereas the order made on the ino. 
tion of the gentleman from Missouri in any state of the case could on) y 
take effect after the hour for the consideration of bills, and that hou. 
has not yet been used. Thegentleman from Georgia calls up, as he ha: 
a right to do under the amended order, at this time the measures » 
ported from the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 
Mr. CALDWELL. I ask the attention of the Chair to the « peci 
order, which is a continuing order, not to interfere with revenue or gen. 
eral appropriation bills, setting apart the 6th of May, 1886, for the con. 
sideration of Senate bill No. 9, to provide for and regulate the electora] 
count. I want to know if that order has not priority; if it is not a 
prior order to that setting apart to-day for business of the Committee 
on Pacific Railroads, Have I the right to call up that order now? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the order to which the pent|e. 
man from Tennessee alludes would have priority over certain othe; 
special orders. But this day, the 5th of June, is specifically set apart 
in terms by order of the House for the consideration of certain business 
reported by the Committee on Pacific Railroads. Besides, the order 
alluded to by the gentleman from Tennessee does not take effect unti! 
after the hour forthe considerationof bills. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr. Crisp] calls for consideration under the special order- 
Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. 
consideration ? 
TheSPEAKER. It is always in the power of the Honse to raise the 
question of consideration against each bill as it is called. 
Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. I raise the question of consideration, my 
ay call up measures reported by the Committee on Labor. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the title of the bill called 
up by the gentleman from Georgia. 





endment made 


Is it in order to raise the question of 


The Cleark read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 8318) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to aid in the construction 
of a railroad and tel ph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, 
and to secure to the Government the use of the same for postal, military, and 
other purposes,” approved July 1, 1862; also to amend an act approved July 2 
1864, and also an act approved y 7, 1878, both in amendment of said first-men- 
tioned act; and to pidefer eoutioment ef the claims growing out of the issue 
of bonds to aid in construction of certain of said railroads, and to secure to 
the United States the payment of all indebtedness of certain of the companies 


therein n-entioned. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri raises the question 
of consideration against this bill. Is the reading of the bill demanded 
before the question is put on consideration? If not, the question is, 
Will the House now proceed to the consideration of the bill the title 
of which has just been read? 

The question being taken, the Speaker stated that the ‘‘ayes ’ scemed 
to have it. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. I call for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 97, noes 31. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri, No quorum. 

The SPEAKER. A quorum not having voted, the Chair will ap- 
point as tellers the gen from Missouri [Mr. O'NEILL} and the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Crisp]. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri. I withdraw the point of no quorum. 

Mr. HENLEY. I renew it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California (Mr. HenLey) 
will take his place as a teller. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 122, noes 41. 

So the House determined to proceed to the consideration of the bill. 


PACIFIC RAILROADS. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted, &c., That the payment of the respective indebtedness of tho 
Union Pacific Railroad Com 4 Pacific Railroad Company, the 
Central Branch Union Pacific Railroad Company, the Sioux City and Pacific 
the Central Pacific Railroad Com ,and the Western 

Pacific Railroad Com 'y, towhich com ies the Seale nds of the United 
States were advanced in aid of the Pacific railroade and branches, be author- 
red upon the terms and conditions ane te = — — 

that verage date of maturity nstallments in 
. eo be paid shall be October 1, 1921 ; and the 
said companies, vely,shall be computed and 


each of said companies shall of said su! . bonds attributable to 
interest to be paid by the 
cd a o ae the total amounts that would 

for principal and interest paid on the bonds is- 
at their maturity, if no payments or reimburse” 


il be deducted A oe hpetepe 
made said compan pon their indebtedness 

, << 1888; as the hes in me o—- 

to the ies (computing the value 

any bonds in cierine fond af thelt market ralue.ata aay to be agreed 

va by the presidents therein 


} 





i 
| 


and the Secretary 

and simple interest at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum Upc! 
said amornts in ie canes fet Om such «ay agreed upon until the averse: 
shall be computed simple interest 4! 
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3} per cent. per annum from the average date of maturity of the subsidy bonds 
until the Ist day of October, A. D. 1921, which interest shall be added to said re- 
mainder, and the amount so obtained shall be divided into one hundred and 
forty equal parts, one of which equal parts shall be due and payable April 1, 
1887, and an additional one at the end of each six months thereafter until the 
whole one hundred and forty shall have been paid. That is to say, the Central 
Pacific Railroad Company, and its successors, shall pay into the Treasury of 
the United States, when the same shall become due and payable as aforesaid, 
installments of the indebtedness of itself and the Western Pacific Rail- 
road Company; the Union Pacific Railway Company (successor to the Union 
Pacific Rail Company and the Kansas Pacific Railway Company) and its 
successors, shall pay t of the Union Pacific Railroad Company and the Kan- 
sas and Pacific road eee: the Central Branch Union Pacific Railroad 
Company, and its successors, shall pay those of itself; and the Sioux City and 
Pacitic Railroad Company, and its successors, those of itself. 
sec. 2. That the statutory lien and security created and subsisting under and 
virtue of the act of Congress approved July 1, 1862, and the act of July 2, 
and the act of May 7, 1878, to secure the repayment of said subsidy bonds 
the interest thereon,as set forth in said acts,and upon all the property 
subjected to said statutory lien and security, shall be and remain as 
security for the payment of the said installments of said indebtedness; and in 
addition thereto, and as a further security for the prompt payment of all sums 
required to be paid into the Treasury of the United States under this act, upon 
the acceptance of this act as hereinafter provided, by any of said companies 
all the installments of the indebtedness of said company are hereby declared 
to become and be a lien on any stocks, bonds, or securities of every kind or de- 
ion, and on all railroads now owned or hereafter constructed or acquired 
by such compeny, wherever the same may be situated, and all their franchises, 
telegruph lines, their rolling-stock, fixtures, and property of every kind and de- 
scription, as well as that which it,its successors or assigns. may hereafter ac- 
quire, subject to any bona fide lawfully prior and paramount lien, claim, or mort- 
gage upon any railroads now owned by such company,or upon any railroad 
which such company may acquire. But this section shall not be construed to 
t said companies, respectively, from using and disposing of any of their 
y or asrets in the ordinary, proper, and lawful course of their current 
in good faith and for valuable consideration, and not in violation or 
diminution of the security and lien of the Government: Provided, That every 
such ition of any stocks, bonds, or other securities owned by either of said 
companies, whether by sale, pledge, or otherwise, shall be reported to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury by the company making the same, within thirty days 
after such disposition has been made: And provided further, That any of said 
companies shall be permitted to extend the*payment of or refund any balance 
of its indebtedness authorized by the tenth section of the act approved July 2, 
1864, which it may be unable to pay when the same shall become due accord- 
ing to the terms of said section, at a lower rate of interest than it now bears (not 
to exceed 4 per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually); and the lien of the 
United States shall continue to be subordinate to that of the extended pey- 


ments or refunding bonds of any or either of said companies which shall so ex- 
tend or refund, on that property only of said company upon which the original 
lien was said section of said act. Any or either of said companies 


so entitled to eon or refund such balance of said indebtedness may issue 
their new bonds on the original property only, and shall estab- 
semi-annual deposits therein,a sinking fund amply sufti- 
to off erne said new first-mortgage bonds at their maturity, 
and ee the interest upon such new first-mortgage bonds. 
Sec. 3. to said several companies, or any of them, accepting this act, 
or any of their successors or assigns, no money shall thereafter be paid from the 
United States Treasury for or on account of services rendered to the United 
States, or any Department of the Government thereof,over or upon the said 
railroad telegraph line so aided by the advances of subsidy bonds, or upon 
any railroads or telegraph lines owned, leased, or operated by said company, 
until the installment next maturing after such services are rendered shall be 
fully as herein vided; but the obligation to pay said installments so to 
to the United States by said companies, and the obligation of the United 
for services, shall be deemed otherwise independent: Provided, 
lends shall be paid by any of said companies unless the same shall 
actually earned, nor unless said company shall have paid to the 
United States the oo of all matured indebtedness then due and payable 
under this act, and << Sess pee all debts and interest which have pre- 
viously matured, which are by a lien paramount to that of the United 
far as said debt shall have been extended or refunded ac- 
section of this act. 
That so long as each and every of said companies, their successors and 
shall their said railroads and telegraph lines in proper repair and 
times transmit dispatches over said telegraph lines, and 
mails, troops, munitions of war, supplies of public stores, and Goy- 
said railroads, for the Government, or any Department 
whenever required to do so (at fair and reasonable rates of compensa- 
to exceed the lowest rates paid by any private party forthe same kind 
and and bound by ee of any act of Congress, 
the authority exercised thereunder, relating to postal, military, or any other 
Government , applicable alike to other railway or railroad com- 
), and shall give the Government preference in the use of the same for all 
ae aforesaid, as mentioned in the sixth section of the act of July 1, 
1862, all acts amendatory of act,and shall make punctual payment of 
the installments of their paektetnen, sad of any debtand interest secured 
a lien paramount to that of the United , no other or furthersums shall 
demanded or —— of the company, its successors or assigns, so perform- 
complying with this act. Each of said companies, its suc- 
in each year nd whatever sumsare necessary 
rolling-stock, equipments, and operating property of 
condition as the same now are, and in all respects 
business, 
months to pay any of said installments, as the 
fame and pevebie, 2s hereinbefore provided, shall be deemed, 
taken, and held to make all the installments due and payable; and all the 
Nighte and securities of the United States shall be shereepen enforced. 
That effect, as to the said companies and their 
respectively,as hereinbefore described, upon its acceptance by their 
> under their corporate 4 ae —— meee 
countersigned by their secretaries, respectively, being or deposited wit 
the within three months from the of this act ; 
80 filed, said com ies shall take no benefit there- 
settlement inthis act provided 
is authorized and directed to 
‘or companies; any excess re- 
securities, as estimated under the 
tothe company to whose sinking fund said 
val be paid by oaid 7" ied wnat 
jue to iv company upon deman: ie by 
after such sale ; said settlement shall be com- 
1887. And atthe time of said ac- 
said companies shall also file with the 
complete list and description of all the rail- 
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roads and telegraph lines, of all stocks, bonds, and securities of every kind, and 
of all property whatsoever to become and be subject to the lien of the United 
States hereinbefore provided for. Said lists and descriptions shall be given by 
their boards of directors and under their corporate seals, signed by their presi- 
dents and countersighed by their secretg,ries. But such lists and descriptions 
shall not be held to be conclusive against the United States as to any matter or 
thing omitted therefrom which ought to be include« therein. 

Src. 7. That the acceptance of this act shall be deemed and held to be an ae 
ceptance of the act approved May 7, 1878, entitled “An act to alter and amend 
the act entitled ‘An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line 
from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government 
the use of the same for postal, military, and other purposes,’ approved July 1, 
1862, and also to alter and amend the act of Congress approved July 2, 1864, in 
amendment of said first-mentioned act.” 

Sec. 8. That if any of said companies shall fail to accept the fcregoing pro- 
visions of this act, or if said settlement shall fail to be completed as aud within 
the time in this act provided, there shall be charged and collected from such 
company or companies, their successors and assigns, so failing, from and after 
the Ist day of July, 1886, 40 per cent. of their annual net earnings, to be ascer- 
tained as provided in section 1 of the act of May 7,1878,in lieu of the 25 per 
cent. provided for in said act; and tothat end said act of May 7, 1878, commonly 
called the “sinking-fund act,” and any and all amendments or modifications 
thereof, be,and the same are hereby, extended to the Kansas Pacific Railway 
Company, to the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad Company, and to the Central 
Branch Union Pacific Railroad Company; and said act, and all amendments or 
modifications thereof, shall henceforth apply to said « 
those specifically named in said act. 

Sec. 9. Thatin the event of the non-acceptance of the provisions of this act 
by said companies, or in the event of the failure to complete the settlement 
hereinbefore provided for in this act, it is further provided that section 3 of said 
act of May 7, 1878, be, and the same hereby is, so amended as to allow the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to invest the sinking funds of said companies in the first- 
mortgage bonds of said companies, or any bonds or securities of the United 
States, in his discretion; or he may, with the assent of the companies, apply 
the same to the extinguishment of the interest of the subsidy bonds 

Sec. 10, That whenever, in the opinion of the President of the United States, 
it shall be deemed necessary to the protection of the interests and the preserva- 
tion of the security of the United States in respect of its lien, mortgage, or other 
interest in any of the property of the several companies named in the first sec- 
tion of this act, upon which a lien, mortgage, or other incumbrance paramount 
to the right, title, or interest of the United States for the same property, or any 
part of the same, may exist and be then lawfully liable to be enforced, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall, under the direction of the President, redeem or 
otherwise clear off such paramount lien, mortgage, or other incumbrance by 
paying the sums lawfully due in respect thereof out of the Treasury; and the 
United States shall thereupon become and be subrogated to all rights and se- 
curities theretofore pertaining to the debt, mortgage, lien, or other incumbrance 
in respect of which such payment shall have been made: Provided, That when- 
ever it shall so become necessary for the United States to pay off any part of any 
such paramount incumbrance as aforesaid, the Secretary of the Treasury may 
require the payment of all money paid for such purpose, with costs, expenses, 
and interest; and upon the failure of the company for whom such payment 
shall have been made to make such repayment, with all costs, expenses, and in- 
terest thereon, within twelve months after being notified so to do, the whole in- 
debtedness of said company to the United States shall, at the discretion and 
option of the President of the United States, become due and payable at any 
day thereafter, and all the rights of the United States shall thereupon be en- 
forced. 

Sec. 11. That nothing in this act contained shall operate to discharge, ex- 
tinguish, diminish, or affect the rights of the United States in the property 
now belonging to or hereafter to be acquired by any of said companies, their 
successors or assigns, as against any person or corporation who may have ac- 
quired or shall hereafter acquire rights in the same subsequent and subject to 
the rights of the United States,or in any way diminish or affect the rights, if 
any,of such person or corporation to redecm such property, or be substituted 
thereto on paying the debt due to the United States; nor shall anything in this 
act be construed or taken in any wise to affect or impair the right of Congress, 
at any time hereafter, further to alter, amend, or repeal the said acts hereinbe- 
fore mentioned; and this act shall be subject to alteration, amendment, or re- 
peal, as in the opinion of Congress justice or the public welfare may require; 
and nothing herein contained shall be held to deny, exclude,or impair any 
right or remedy in the premises now existing in favor of the United States. 

Sec. 12. That it shall be the duty of the Attorney-General to cause the pro- 
visions of this act to be enforced, and he shall take all steps needful to that end, 
and shall make report to the President each year or oftener thereon, which re- 
port shall be laid before Congress; and until the settlementin this act provided 
for shall be completed, all existing provisions of law relating to said companies, 
respectively, shall remain in force; and on and after the said Ist day of April, 
1887, sections 8 and § of this act shall, if said settlement fail to be completed, 
take effect. 

Sec. 13. That this act, and each and every provision thereof, shall severally 
and respectively be deemed, taken, and held as in alteration and amendment 
of said act of 1862, and of said act of 1864, and of said act of 1878, respectively, 
and of all of said acts. 


Mr. THROCKMORTON. How much time does the gentleman from 
California [Mr. HENLEY] desire? 

Mr. HENLEY. In reply to the query of the gentleman from Texas 
I will state that I may have something to say in respect to this meas- 
ure before we get through, and I certainly shall ask leave to print some 
remarks upon it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to know of the gentle- 
man from Texas [ Mr. THROCKMORTON ] at what time he desires to have 
the previous question ordered on this bill. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Just as early as possible. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Has the bill been reported unanimously by the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads? 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. It has. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Thenno member of that committee desires to be 
heard in opposition to it. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. No, sir. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire before the previous question is moved to 
be permitted to make some remarks on this bill, -nd I would like to 
know how much time those in favor of the bill desire to occupy. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I think those in favor of the bill will not 
occupy more than two hours anda half, or two hours and three-quarters. 

Mr. HENLEY. I do not know that I shall want to occupy an hour, 
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but I shall probably want to express some views upon the bill, and may | The SPEAKER protempore. Does the Chair understand the gey;), 


occupy that time. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
that those who favor it are desirous that it should be thoroughly dis- 
cussed before the vote is taken. I confess that I am not sufficiently 
advised now as to its merits to say what course I shall take in regard 
to the bill. I desire to be enlightened; I am here for that purpose, and 
[ desire to reserve the right to be heard as this discussion progresses. 
The bill is so important that it certainly ought not to pass until after 
an exhaustive discussion. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I think the members of the committee 
can get through in two hours. Would three hours as the limit of de- 
bate satisfy the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from California [Mr. HenLey] 
has expressed a desire to reserve at least an hour, and 1 saggest that 
the time be four hours. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Then, Mr. Speaker, under the circum- 
stances I will ask that the previous question shall be considered as or- 
dered on the bill and the pending amendments at 4 o'clock to-day, 
unless we get through the discussion sooner. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, is this bill in Committee of the 
Whole? 

The SPEAKER protempore. No; it is in the House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Was not this bill referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk informs the Chair that the 
bill was referred to the House Calendar, and that it was considered in 
the House on a previous day. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have no objection to the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Texas [Mr. THRocKMoRTON ] if it is understood that I can 
control an hour of the time. 


This is a bill of great importance, and I believe 


man from Texas as now asking unanimons consent that th 
question shall beconsidered as ordered at 4 o’clock to-day ? 
Mr. THROCKMORTON. Yes; orsooner, if we get through soo 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Texas 
THROCKMORTON ] asks unanimous consent that the previous que 
be considered as ordered upon this bill and the pending amend y)., 
at 4 0’clock to-day, unless the discussion be completed at an ¢,) 
hour; one-half the time to be controlled by those advocating {},.. |, 
and the other half by those opposing it. Is there objection » 
There was no objection and it was so ordered. 
Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Speaker, J now yield the floor to; 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. OUTHWAITE] who reported this bi)}. 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. Mr. Speaker, this bill is what it is q 
to be in the last clause of the title. It isa bill to secure to the United 
States the payment of the indebtedness of certain railroad companies 
therein mentioned. This House and preceding Houses of Congress | 


he Pacific 


© previc 


considered so frequently the debt due the Government from the 
railroads, the manner in which it originated, the laws which authv-- 
ized it, and the condition into which it has fallen, that it is scar, 
necessary for me at this time to rehearse any of those facts. [ \j)| 
direct my remarks to these questions: 

(1) Why is it necessary that Congress should take some acti 
this time? 

(2) What plan has this committee offered to subserve the best j; 
terests of the Government in this particular? 

It is evident that some steps are necessary because of the simple fact 
that a debt which at the time of its inception was but $64,000,000 has 
gradually increased until it now reaches the enormous sum of $1()\),- 
249,527.62, due from all these companies. 

The following table will exhibit the status of each, June 30, 1885, 





















Mr. THROCKMORTON. Doyou mean yourself or you and the gen- | which is sufficiently near to show the necessity of some action being 
tleman from California [Mr. HENLEY] together ? taken by Congress to secure repayment to the Government of the large 
Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from California must speak for | and increasing debts from these roads, if repayment is desired or ex- 
himself. pected. 
% Sse. 2B Interest repaid by compa-| #7 
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Sioux City and Pacific. ............. 1, 628, 320 48, 849 60 1, 610, 846 29 FO Eh ceccesastssvesgiscns 1,4 


This table is from the public debt statement and report of Commis- 
sioner of Railroads, 1885, \ 

It was stated in the House but a short time ago that this indebted- 
ness was $102,834,794; that is, after crediting to the companies all the 
moneys in the sinking fund, which by law are not strictly entitled to 
be credited to them, but by this bill are sought to be taken for the pur- 

of a credit ora present payment. This indebtedness, it was shown, 

been increasing at the rate of over $1,600,000 perannum. It is in- 
creasing daily; it is increasing monthly; it is increasing yearly; and 
the time is rapidly drawing near when these companies should be called 
upon to pay the Government. 

Now why is it that this arrearage has grown? Why is it that the 
companies have failed to keep up with what would seem to be p' 
business requirements in a case like this? It must be borne in mind 
that the Government itself provided the manner in which the pay- 
ments should be made, and provided that the interest upon this t 
indebtedness should not be due until the time when the bonds - 
selvesare due. That is a provision in the charter which has been sus- 
tained by the Supreme Court of the United States; and it is a provis- 
ion which c:a not be changed, can not be affected in any manner, except 
with the consent of the companies interested therein. 

Provisions have been made to secure a sinking fund tending not only 
to care for this debt, but to care for a debt of equal amount which was 
permitted by the Government by the act of July 2, 1864—that debt for 
which the first mortgage of the companies was given and that debt 
which must be paid off before the debt of the Government can. be col- 
lected by virtue of law. 

Now with this indebtedness increasing there comes to the people of 
this country these questions: Shall you risk this debt to go on increas- 
ing unti) the end of the thirty years and the possibility of the companies 
being able to pay you at that time? Will this Government be in any 
better position if it permits this debt to go on increasing and it- 
self in very great danger of having to redeem the underlying or first 
mortgages to the same amount? ; 





Will this Government provide a way by which these companies can 
enter upon a course of fixed annual payments sufficient to pay of! the 
debt ia a given length of time, or will it push these companies into im- 
mediate bankruptcy? Will the Government decide that these debtors 
that have become embarrassed, it may be, h some fault of their 
own, but chiefly through the regulations which were made by Congress 
as to what payments should be made, shall be pushed into bankrupcy 
and that the Government shall take possession of the roads? For that 
is a question, a ann and living question, shall the Government sul- 
mit itself to be p in danger of having to take possession of thcse 
roads at the maturity of thedebt? In order todo this the Government 
must pay the whole of the first-mortgage debt, not the interest, !e- 
cause the companies have kept paid up the interest on that inde!ted- 
ness, but the principal amounting to $64,623,512. For if no extension 
be given, the probabilities are that the foreclosure of the first-mortxixe 
bonds would extinguish the debt of the Government, unless it is p'e- 
— to pay for the Central Branch Union Pacific $1,600,000; for the 

nion Pacific, including the Kansas Pacific, $33,532,000; for the Sioux 
City and Pacific, $1,628,320; and for the Central Pacific $27,741," 
to cover the debt with interest of the mortgage which has priority ov«T 
the Government. 

Let us consider some of the things which may have affected unfavor- 
ably the results of those provisions of the law made for securing t!« re- 
payment by the companies of at least a portion of the interest paid by 
the Government on the subsidy bonds. They were based upon pt 
centages of net earnings, described ia a particular manner. Now. |'' 
a fact that the net earnings of these roads have considerably dimini=)! 
since 1381, —e the net earnings of these several m — _ 
nearly so large year as they were in previous years. is charge 
against the companies that while the net earnings of the subsidized por- 
tions of the roads have diminished the earnings of certain branch lines 
belonging to or under the control of the systems have increased. __ 

This is true; and whether it has resulted from the manner in whic! 
these railroads have kept their accounts or whether it has been because 
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| 
of the growth of the country being greater in the vicinity of the branch | 
jines than on the long stretch of the main line, or whether it hasresulted | average at some date in 1897, certain credits are made, as 1 will show 


from some evil method of book-keeping, matters littletous. Thereis, 


however, one good reason why this has occurred; and that is that since | 


these roads were constructed, partly throngh the aid of the Government 
giving large grants of land to other lines, which may be strictly termed 
opposition or competing lines, there have been built to the Pacific three 
other through lines which compete with these roads. Besides these, 
other lines have pushed out with numerous branches into the adjacent 
country, one of which has been extended almost across. 

The Canada 
their transcontinental traffic. 
roads, showing their branch lines and showing the subsidized portions 
of the main lines; this map will enable any gentleman who will take 
the opportunity to study it for a few moments to see that these rea- 
sons may have entered without any evil on the part of the companies 
into this diminution of their earnings. The rates upon freight and 
passengers have been continually falling. 

How far has the sinking fund proved a failure—the sinking fund 
which was provided for in the act which was termed the Thurman act ? 
I wish to call the attention of the House to what was expected of that 
act by itsauthor at the time it was introduced. He expected, in brief, 
that this amount which was required would be sufficient at compound 
interest to provide for the payment of the indebtedness of the com- 
panies at maturity. At the time the bill was under consideration in 
the Senate in 1878 he said: 

Twenty-three years from now they will have to pay the accumulated 6 per 
cent, interest; but there are no rests. If any one will make a computation he 
will find that money at 5 per cent. compounded semi-annually, as it is here pro- 
vided that itshall be compounded, will produce in the time we have to consider 
a larger sum than 6 per cent. upon the same amount of money not compounded. 
It is obvious that the amount of accretion on this sinking fund, that is, the in- 
terest upon it, ought to be sufficient to meet the interest which the companies 
will have to pay for the same period of time on the Government loan. 

Now, the causes I have enumerated have tended to diminish the 
amount expected to be realized from the companies for the sinking 
fund. But the failure to have it increase at the rate expected has been 
chiefly due to this fact: the sinking-fund provision required these funds 

: to be invested in Government 5 per cent. bonds, or in other United 
States bonds at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Noone foresaw at that time the remarkable course of financial events 
in this country, which has reduced the ruling rates of interest from 5 
and 6 per cent. down to 3 percent. In making the investment for that 
fund the Secretary of the Treasury has been compelled to pay out pre- 
miums in some instances as high as 35 per cent. So the investments 
have resulted in procuring as a return for the benefit of the companies 
and for the increase of that fand not as mach as has been paid out in 
premiums alone on this sinking fund. 

Virtually, it has not grownatall. There have remained in the Treas- 
ury at different times large sums; and I have here a table which shows 
the amount uninvested in the sinking fund on account of high premiums 
which would have to be paid by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

At different times the Commissioner of Railroads has reported that 
because of the high premium upon the bonds there remained in the 
Treasury belonging to this sinking fund uninvested— 





Central Pa- 












. Union Pa-| Both com- 
cifie, cific, panies. 
June ee et $63,176 89 | $75,880 21 $139, 057 10 
JUNC BD, IBEB.......rc0ressereeesser: wecercccccese ecccccssse 527, 886 53 | 407,441 99 935, 328 52 
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It shows from an uninvested sum of $139,057 on June 30, 1881, it 
had increased on June 30, 1885, to $2,241,348.81, or that there had re- 
mained in the sinking fund an average of over $1,420,000 which bas 
been uninvested because of the high rate of premium. 

Now, then, I wish to call the attention of the House to the plan which 
has been adopted and presented in this bill. And I wish to say this 
bill is unlike in its plan any other proposition or any other project ever 
offered here in Congress or to the public for procuring the adjustment 
settlement of this indebtedness. 
out by oe average state of maturity of the indebted- 

1, 1921; taking a point thirty-five years hence. Then the 

that the Secretary of the Treasury shall find out not the 
of the indebtedness, not any amount which is the re- 
discounting, but find out the total amount which the Govern- 
shall have advanced to or for the benefit of the specific railway. 
new principal is the principal of the bonds and the interest upon 
for thirty years at 6 per cent. 

report of the committee, on page 7, will be found simply an 
illustrating how this computation will result. This example, 
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which is found on 7, is not incorporated in the law. It is simply 
an illustration of bwitdns of the requirements of the bill, which 


is different from any 
result 
the 


other plan projected, and a plan 
in the payment of all the indebtedness and the pay- 
interest on all the indebtedness. 


8 
H 
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Pacific must also hereafter interfere to some extent with | principal and interest, that shall have been paid for each one of the com- 


There is here in the hall a map of these | 


| proper credits that they are entitled to. 
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After having found this principal sum which becomes due upon an 


ina few moments. It may be well here to state why an average date 
must be selected, that is, the average date when the bonds of any one 
of these companiesshall become due. As you are all aware, these bonds 
were delivered to the companies for their use and benefit during the 
period of three and four years as the construction of the roads went on. 
Therefore it is but fair to take notice of this fact to reach a just calcula- 
tion and make a computation to the average period of maturity of all 
the bonds issued for each company. Having found the total amount, 


panies by the United States, from that amount are to be deducted the 
These credits consist of reim- 
bursements or repayments heretofore made according to the require- 
ments of law, some in cash, some compensation for services rendered the 
Government, and these credits are given without any computation or 
consideration of interest. 

There is anether necessary credit to that sum at thatdate. Bear in 
mind we are at a future date, a date at which we commence to compute 
interest to another fixed date, October1, 1921. Weare considering the 
indebtedness of the companies as it will be at the average date of the 
maturity of the subsidy bonds in 1897, and we should give them credit 
for their sirking funds. As that sinking fund ought to produce at least 
3 per cent. simple interest, we compute 3 per cent. on the sinking fund 
from the Ist of October of this year. Add that to the sinking fund and 
this amount constitutes another credit. Certainly the railroads can not 
complain of any injustice or unfairness in that respect. They can not 
complain that the sinking fund does not make thema larger credit than 
that, because, as invested heretofore, it has not given them as much on 
the average as that rate of 3 per cent. 

We compute interest on the remainderof the debt and interest, after 
making these deductions, at the rate of 3} per cent. per annum until 
October 1, 1921, such a date as will be the average date of one hun- 
dred and forty equal semi-annual payments. Add this interest to the 
remainder of the debt and interest aforesaid, and divide the sum so 
found into one hundred and forty equal parts, each company to pay the 
first of these equal installments on the Ist of April, 1887, and another 
even payment every six months thereafter until the whole one hun- 
dred and forty shall have been paid. 

If it were possible for these companies to commence now and pay 
such a sum as would pay their debt in twenty-two years, it would be 
divisible into forty-four payments. Thuscommencing eleven years be- 
fore it became due, any one will concede that the debtor should have 
eleven years after. 

It would not be demanding too much to say that you shall commence 
at the end of six months and pay one twenty-second of the amount, 
and so on continually every six months until the whole amount is liq- 
uidated. But upon an examination of the affairs of the various com- 
panies, examining their net earnings, their annual earnings, examining 
their receipts from all sources and their expenditures generally and 
condition in various respects, the committee came to the conclusion that 
it would be utterly fruitless to make such a requirement, and very un- 
wise to expect that such demand could be complied with by the com- 
panies. We saw that in order to have safety and certainty of regular 
payments very much longer time must be given, and finally decided 
that the companies could bear such semi-annual payments as would 
entirely obliterate these debts by giving them upon the average the 
still further period of time, to October 1, 1921, and computing the in- 
terest at 34 per cent. to that date. We do not want any member of 
this House to imagine that we claim the Government will get the whole 
amount of 3} per cent. 

That rate of 34 per cent. is chosen for this purpose. You will ob- 
serve in this provision that we will require the whole of this 6 per cent., 
which will be paid out by the Government for the benefit of these 
companies from this time on until the maturity of the principal, and 
that we then compute 34 per cent. upon the amount of the principal 
and this interest combined. The committee desired to collect from 
each company such a fixed installment every six months as would pay 
interest at 3 per cent. on the present value of their debt and make such 
reductions of the principal of that present value as would entirely pay 
it off in the time given them. It was necessary to adopt 3} per cent. 
to attain this object. A careful observation of certain plans proposed 
will show the reason. 

For instance, aplan which was proposed and urged upon the com- 
mittee as one that would be acceptable was that eighty years should be 
taken as the time within which this indebtedness should be liquidated, 
and that the present worth of the indebtedness should be taken at Oc- 
tober 1 of this year, upon which further computation should be based 
and the amount of the debt ascertained for that period. Interest for 
the average period upon that present worth of the indebtedness, to wit, 
forty years and six months, should be computed at 3 per cent. and this 
interest added to the principal, the whole then divided into one hun- 
dred and sixty annua! payments, and one of these parts be paid at the 
end of every six months continually until the whole shouid be liqui- 
dated. 

This calculation, Mr. Speaker, will show the remarkable fact that 
by such manipulation of figures the whole of the principal of the in- 
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debtedness is averaged out of existence. That would result, if it were 
accepted, in the Government making an appropriation to these rail- 
roads of the whole of their debt and part of the interest thereon by per- 
mitting them to pay their indebtedness in eighty years by paying less 
than 3 per cent semi-annually upon the present worth of the debt. 

It would not provide for the payment of a single cent of the princi- 
pal of that indebtedness. That was the plan suggested and it has been 
represented on this floor as the plan of this bill. By no member of 
this committee has it been urged as being an appropriate plan of ad- 
justment. There was another feature of this rejected method to which 
I wish to call the attentien of the House, because the plan we propose 
has no such weakness or objectionable features. 

I refer to a provision which was made in that plan, that, after the 
companies had issued their bonds to comply with the calculation made, 
as I have before stated, they should be permitted to take up and dis- 
count their own bonds, taking them up at an abatement of 3 per cent. 
interest. That provision, if strictly carried out, and the Government 
should be compelled to make good all of the abatement of interest 
upon the indebtedness so provided, would require a payment to the 
companies upon final settlement of an amount equal to nearly one-third 
of the whole indebtedness. There is no such weakness as that in the 
plan suggested by this committee. 

Now, as to the features of this plan which should commend itself to 
the House as a very strong requirement in favor of the Government, I 
wish to call attention very briefly. The first feature to which I wish 
to call attention is this, as you will see by reference to page 7 of the 
report of the committee. There is embodied the result of a division 
of the whole payments required into one hundred and forty install- 
ments (referring now to the Union Pacific Railway Company), which 
requires a payment of $903,617.03 at the end of each six months; and 
for the convenience of any gentleman who might wish to make the 
computation for himself the present worth of that indebtedness is also 
given a few lines above as $52,897,885. 55. 

If you take the interest on that present worth for six months yeu 
will see that this payment which is required amounts to a sum suffi- 
cient to pay that interest upon the present worth and $110,000 toward 
liquidating the principal. The very first payment has thateffect. The 
tirst payment makes that provision, and of course when the $110,000 is 
applied toward the principal of the debt the next computation upon the 
principal remaining will produce less interest, and the amount which 
will go to reducing the principal is greater. ‘That will continue until 
by the end of one bundred and forty of these payments the total in- 
debtednessis obliterated. Now, this calculation is correct, and I do not 
ask the House to take it upon my statement only, for it has been made 
by other members of the committee, who have worked it out by the 
rules of partial payments. ‘ 

A like computation has been made by two accountants in the oftice 
of the Railroad Commissioner, and is corroborated and sustained by a 
statement of the actuary of the Treasury, Mr. Elliott, who in making 
his computation worked it out, not by partial payments, but by a 
mathematical process well known to. such skilled mathematicians as 
he; and he arrives at the conclusion that this fixed sum will provide 
for the payment of the interest semi-annually upon the present worth 
and given in the example at the rate of 3 per cent. within one hundredth 
of 1 per cent. and such an increasing payment upon the principal each 
year as will obliterate it inthe seventy years. 1t may be a little more 
or @ little less, but will not vary much either way, depending altogether 
upon the accuracy of the calculation which is authorized to be made 
by this bill. 

Another provision which this committee have been careful to place 
in this bill is that which preserves the lien of the Government and all 
the rights that the Government now has upon all the lines that were 
subsidized by the Government in the outset. It goes still further, and 
extends the lien of the Government to all the branch lines, all of the 
operated lines, all of the leased lines of these railway companies, their 
telegraph lines, franchises, rolling-stock, and property of every descrip- 
tion. 

I call attention to this map again which is before you, which will 
show the great extent of these branch lines and of the lines which are 
operated or leased by the companies. And there is in the report of 
the committee, on page 9, a statement of those companies whose securi- 
ties the Union Pacific now holds—a statement of the relationship of 
those companies to the Union Pacific. I know it has been questioned 
that the Union Pacific has the control that is represented by these 
companies. I know it has been questioned that the Union Pacific pos- 
sesses this property as herein stated. I have to say, in reply to that, 
that these statements are made in the public reports of the company 
which are sent abroad to its stockholders and sent abroad to the pub- 
lic, and accepted by the stockholders and by the public as being true. 
And I have still further to say that the United States Government has 
recognized the control of the Union Pacific with regard to at least thir- 
teen of these roads in having made within recent settlements 
with the Union Pacific by which the earnings forcom of these 
roads were paid over to the United States Government in adjustment 


of a debt of the Union Pacific. The Union Pacific had the control of 


the compensation that was coming to these several roads, and the Union 


roads and other properties which are owned by the Union Pacific 
which are to become an additional security for the payment of thi 
indebtedness. The total amount of these investments is somet}jn, 
over $79,269,000, as shown by that table, and the cost of them tot) 
companies is something over $45,753,000. 


Statement in relation to the amount of stock of lincs operated by the (jj), 


*In the Kansas Pacific consolidated mortgage trust. 





Pacific, acting upon that ownership, offered it to the United States 


Government in settlement, and the United States has accepted it. 


On 9 and 10 isa brief statement of the relationship of these 


, and 


ling 
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Pacific Railway Company. 








Owned by 
Road. | Miles. Stock issued.) Union Pa-| (po 
! | cific. 5 

Omaha and Republican Valley...| 258. 42 $990, 500 $975,500 | $15. a0 
Omaha, Niobrara and Black | | 

Se ee 114. 97 | 77,000 | 977,000 : 
Colorado Central...........-000-.----| 827.17 | 6,360,300 6, 359, 000 1 300 
Denver, South Park and Pacific.| 322.25|  6,142,800| 6,042,000 | 10) ae, 
Greeley, Salt Lake and Pacific...) 53.89 808, 500 | 808, 500 a? 
Echo and Park City......sesessse0o | 31.78 | 480,000 | 480,000 |..-°""""""""" 
Utah and Northern..... -| 466.18 | 5,543,000) = 4,816,400 726 Gon 
Oregon Short Line..... wet 610.62 | 14,080,000} 8,015,600 | 6, 064) 400 
Salt Lake and Western.. | 57.60 1, 080, 000 1,080,000 | 
Lawrence and mae | $1.00} 465, 000 | 465,000 |. 
Junction Cityand Fort Kearny...| 87. 60 977, 100 | #720,000 | 257 100 
SOUR OND cc <cececchugutemesteces sopcbeeesecet 57.04 | 1,108,850 | 1,000,500 108. 350 
Salina and Southwestern ........... | 35.43 | 238,400 "231°700| 56 709 
Denver and Boulder Valley........ 27.00 | 700, 000 *17, 000 683, 000 
Golden, Boulder and Caribou ... 5.09 | 60, 000 | mt a 
Kaneas Contra. ..............00s0ersseses | 166.14} 1,348,000 1, 313, 400 34. Gok 
Georgetown, Breckenridge and | i j 

EIT Ul ininrasindecthdasteelenmetbennene | 8.47 | (#) ae 
ING « scccinnpnnsiiintiiieens cxnnsahiods ' 9.00 60, 000 60, 000 
Laramie, North Park and Pa- ! | 

inv ctniiinciatetiiniinttbninnsn einai 13.51 | (7) oo 
Denver and Middle Park............. i 3.92 | (t) ba alial 

Totals, February 26, 1886 ... | 2, 687.08 41,409,450 | $3,421,000 8,017, 50 








+ Road recently completed. Securities not yet received by the Union Pacifi 


Company. 
Statement in relation to the amount of bonds of lines operated by the Union Pacific 


Railway Company. 


: 











Owned by 
: | Bonds is- ; 
Roads, | Miles Union Pa-| Afloat 

| |} sued cific. 

i | j 
Omaha and Republican Valley..., 258.42 | $1,981,000 *$1, 979, 000 $2, 000 
Omaha, Niobrara and Black | 

DE conscasaninaetentiabedbcetecencapeanes 114. 97 977,000 | 977,000 |...... : 

Colorado Central.............s0000+ s+: 327.17 | 4,788,000} 4,719,000 69, 000 
Denver, South Park and Pacific..| 322.25 | 4,617,000 12, 689, 000 1, 928, 000 
Greeley, Salt Lake and Radio. 53. 89 808, 000 808, 000 |...... ‘a 
Echo and Park City................0+. 31.78 480,000 | 480, 000 : 
Utah and Northern | 466.18 | 5,543,000 24, 968, 000 575, 000 
Oregon Short Line. | G10. 62 | 14,901,000 | 1,115,000 | 13,786, 000 
Salt Lake and Western. | 57.60 1,080, 000 | 1,080, 000 |... 
Lawrence and Em ve} — BL.00 | "465, 000 | fess, eno crises 
Junction City and Fort Kearny...’ 87. 60 970, 000 | 1970, O00 |........e0s000es 
SOlOMON.......000 0000005 peutuitiiascnccapenennes } 57.04 ao | ae 
Salina and Southwestern........ woe) 35. 43 , 000 fees oo aaa cmaene 
Denver and Boulder Valley ...... | 27.00 550, 000 548, 000 2, 000 
Golden, Boulder and Caribou.....! 5.09 60, 000 | $60, 000 |. ie 
Kansas Central.........cser-.s000+ e002 166.14 | 1,348,000 1, 162, 000 | 186, 000 
Georgetown, Breckenridge and i aa 
Montana ........ be a eS 9.00 |.. eletkiees |. 
Laramie, North Park and Pacific| 13.51 } 
Denver and Middle Park............ 3.92 } 


Total, February 26, 1886...... | 2,687.08 | 39, 088, 000 | 23,135,000 | 16,548, 00 





* $1,051,000 in 6 per cent. collateral trust; $692,000 in 5 per cent. collateral trust. 


+ $2,133,000 in 6 per cent. collateral trust; $1,415,000 in 5 per cent. collateral trust. 
$1,821,000 in 5 per cent. collateral trust. or 
$2,419,000 in 6 per cent. collateral trust; $2,258,000 in 5 per cent. collateral (rust. 

{ In the Kansas Pacific consolidated mortgage trust. 


It will be seen from the foregoing statements that— 
On these 2,687.08 miles of road there have been issued in stock..... $41, 469, 450 


Of which said company OWNG...........00. cesses vessenres veveeeasennereesenenenee . 83,421,600 0 
On the same mileage bonds hwwe been issued to the amount of...... 39, 685, 000 00 
Of which said COMPANY OWNS.......:00... ccc ccceessenenennerenerernnes sneenee ete 23, 135, 000 00 
In addition to these that company owns other securities-- 
Miscellaneous boOnds............0:+...s0sessceseeresesee ilecmaatigeianninmonnieuapeavees $6, 221, 500 00 


. 11,039, 475 00 
604, 631 2 
4, $47, 784 65 








wee 79,269, 990 SS 


—_— 


The cost of these securities, as shown by the books of the com- ae 
TREY, WEB ecennesnnvsstnocicns cnnctersoccocnrsee corse soveeqnoncorens cecsge csececensonecooore 45, 753, 297 «9 
In addition to that security and in addition to that means of paying 

tae Gels SRN ie cergenicn enghe to Seanieh, and SE bill re- 

if 


they shall accept the provisions of the act, it 
S well to observe the siaiiont’ number’of miles on which the con- 
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sation for services rendered the Government will be retained to se- 
sure the payment of these installments. p 
I will submit a table of the mileage of the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company system and gnother of the Central Pacific system: 
Miles, 
1, 425. 12 


Road covered by lien of the United States 





407. 33 
2, 687.10 


wned by Union Pacific not covered by Government lien........... 
neat Sontrolled by Union Pacific not covered by Government lien..... 


Total number of miles not covered by the Government lien....... 


3,094. 41 
Total number of miles Union Pacific proper 


1, 832. 45 


Total number of miles embraced in the system................0....000008 4,519.53 


MILEAGE OF CENTRAL PACIFIC SYSTEM. 

Road covered by EL 
wned by Central Pacific not covered by the Government lien... 

Road Controlled by the Central Pacific not covered by Government 
lien, operated under leases...........ccssverseessererssssneeeeeseecesereseeeeees 400.26 





Total number of miles not covered by the Government lien 734. 20 


es Central a AS ba sidinadotininvscentbibisciceiesoed , 249. 6 
== a St mites een te aye. dcepehegesucesereveconcese: sudbeesnseseee 169. 86 

This figures are valuable for this purpose: They show the number of 
miles of road that these companies own orcontrol or operate and of which 
these companies are entitled to the earnings, the compensation paid by 
the Government for transportation of troops, for transportation of mails, 
for transportation of all kinds of stores that may be sent over the lines 
by the Government or any Department thereof, and as an additional 
security for the payment of its indebtedness, as an additional guarantee 
that the companies will comply with this proposition if accepted by 
them. Weshow this number of miles upon which, as I said a while 
ago, the earnings in many instancesare increasing. The earnings shall 
be submitted to the Government; they shall draw none of the compen- 
sation. You might say, then why does not the Government withhold 
the compensation from these lines now and apply it to the payment of 
the debt? The Government has tried to do that and the matter has 
been taken to the Supreme Court of the United States, and it has been 
decided the Government is not authorized to do so under the law as 
itnow exists, and therefore this feature is necessary, at least in order 
to command the control of the earnings of these roads to be applied to 
the payment of the indebtedness of the United States Government. 

Then, in addition to that, these companies have unsold lands avail- 
able to a very slight extent as a security. The Union Paeific has 7,- 
446,585 acres of land of the estimated value of somewhere from eleven 
to thirteen millions of dollars. I have said that is only available as a 
security to a slight extent. That is to say, there are mortgages upon 
these lands. But in the case of the Union Pacific Railway Company, 
there are already funds, cash in hand, securities, land contracts, &c., 
sufficient to obliterate that indebtedness, and the Government of the 
United States will be entitled, however, to the equity that remains in 
the company when the mortgages are paid. 

As to the Central Pacific, it has 2,271,872 acres of land patented, 
which, estimated at $2.50 per acre, would produce about five and a half 
million dollars. That is in about the same condition as the land of the 
Union Pacific. This company has in addition lands and water-front in 
San Francisco, Oakland, and Sacramento, valued at $7,750,000, which 
also would become in like manner subject to this lien. These are the 
unsold lands of these companies, and they are the lands which the re- 
port says are to some extent available. Therefore if this demand that 
we make, especially the demand upon the Central Pacific, isa little heavy 
to be borne, if it is even greater than the net earnings of the company 
will justify, still they have assets, they have means out of which and 
through which they ought to be able to make these payments as re- 
quired. 

The net earnings under the Thurman law of the Union Pacific Com- 
pany last year amounted to about three and a half million dollars upon 
that portion of their system which is subject to the lien of the United 
States, and the net earnings of the Central Pacific upon its subsidized 
portion was about one and one-fourth millions; so that the Government 
requirement would be more than the net earnings. But the compen- 
eation which was paid to those two companies by the Government lasi 
year, and which may be taken as a proper average of what it may have 
ae them in to come, is sufficient in the case of the Union Pa- 

to Pay about two-thirds of the annual requirement of the Govern- 
ment, in the case of the Central Pacitic is sufficient to pay $100,000 
more than one-half of the annual requirement. If, then, these require- 
ments are made of these companies, they have to some extent the cer- 
tainty of being able to pay them, even if the demands amount to more 
jun half of the net earnings in one instance and to all the net earnings 

It is the intention of the committee to suggest at the proper time an 
amendment to one of the sections of this bill with to permis- 
sion to extend or refund the companies’ own debt. As members are 
aware, that large debt becomes due at the same time that the debt to 
the Government becomes due. In order to 
debt before it becomes due, and at a lower rate of interest, some legis- 
lation is necessary. With their bonds so near maturity the companies 
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permit the refunding of that 
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ought to be able to replace this debt by a bonded indebtedness at a rate 
of interest at least as low as 4 percent. If they do that, then the 2 per 
cent. saved becomes so much security for the payment of the Govern- 
ment indebtedness, for it will be inso much reduction of the annual 
fixed charges that come in before anything is to ve paid to the Govern- 
ment. Therefore the bill provides that the companies shall have the 
privilege of refunding, but it also carefully provides that in this per- 
mission to extend or refund that indebtedness no right or privilege is 
included which will invalidate or weaken in the least degree the security 
of the Government. 

The lien of the refunded debt is continued only on the property that 
was originally subject to it, and is not permitted to extend toany other 
property of thecompany. Another provision in this bill is that nodivi- 
dend shall be paid by any of these companies until the installment next 
coming due to the Government shall have been first paid. That is in 
addition to the other provision, that the money to be applied to the 
dividend shall first be earned. 

There is also in this bill a provision which will prevent some of the 
questions of difference that have heretofore arisen between the Govern- 
ment and the companies, the provision that the companies shall carry 
all the Government mails, munitions of war, stores, é&c., at the lowest 
rates paid by any private parties for the same kind of service, ‘‘ subject 
to and bound by the provisions of any act of Congress and the authority 
exercised thereunder relating to postal, military, or other Government 
transportation applicable alike to other railway or railroad companies.”? 
The necessity for this provision is that the companies have heretofore 
insisted that under their charter they were not subject to the general 
laws in relation to the transportation of mail matter, but were at lib- 
erty to charge express rates for such service. This provision is put in 
to prevent any such claim being made hereafter, and leaving no oppor- 
tunity for question or dispute. 

Further, the companies are required to keep their roads in good con- 


dition; and let me say that the investigation of the Railroad Commis- 
sioner shows that they are keeping up their roads in such condition 


that they will be well prepared to do the business of the Government 


and of the country through which they run. 


I wish particularly that the attention of the House shall be directed 
io section 5 of this bill, which in itself seems to be a sufficient guar- 


antee that these railroad companies, if they shall accept the provisions 
of the act, will comply with them. 


Section 5 of the bill reads: 


That a failure for six months to pay any of said installments as the same shall 


become due and payable, as hereinbefore provided, shall be deemed, taken, and 
held to make all the said installments due and payable; and all the rights and 
securities of the United States shall be thereupon enforced, 


This bill provides, further, that the companies, in order to avail them- 


selves of the provision that they may have further time in which to pay 
their indebtedness, must yield to lien of the Government everything 


they have, all their stocks, all their bonds, all their securities, all their 
branch lines, all the lines in which they have an interest or which they 
control to that extent. They must submit to the withholding of all 
the compensation that the Government would pay them for transpor- 
tation; such compensation so withheld to go toward paying the next 
maturing installment of this indebtedness. They are required to place 
themselves in the position that if they fail for six montss to comply 
with the terms of the bill then all their indebtedness becomes due. 
These provisions require, as I have said, about $3,757,496 annually, and 
under the present law we get about one-half of this amount. 

This feature is worthy of notice, that by the requirements of this bill 
these companies, commencing to pay eleven years before the indebted- 
ness is due and paying the amount herein provided during those eleven 
years, will have paid, before the indebtedness becomes due, over $41,- 
000,000. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Certainly. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. The gentleman says, as I understand, that if 
the companies, after accepting the provisions of this bill, do not com- 
ply with those provisions, the Government can then step in and con- 
sider all their indebtedness at once due. In that case what will be- 
come of the prior liens ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Of course that proceeding can not affect the 
prior liens; and there is a provision in the bill that the Government 
may take up the prior liens. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Is it not a fact that the prior liens on the 
main lines and its branches, which the companies propose to give as 
security to the Government, would, if enforced, amount to as much as 
the road and branches are now worth? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I have no doubt of this. 
railroad company you never get what it is worth. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Then the Government would be paying for the 
property twice. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. 
as can be expected. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I believe it was stated by the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Crisp] that it was worth more. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Itis undoubtedly worth more; itis undoubt- 
edly worth twice as much as the first-mortgage indebtedness, 


When you wreck a 


When you have all there is you have as much 
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Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The gentleman did not understand me. 
I meant that the mortgage lien is now more than the value of the en- 
tire property of the road. 

Mr. MILLS. Land grant and all? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Land grant and all. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Idonot think that isso. The prior lien is for 
$64,000,000, The value represented by the cost of construction and 
by the bonds and other securities which are now held by these compa- 
nies would amount to four or five times that. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Is it not a fact that all these branches which 
the companies now propose to offer to the Government as additional 
security are already mortgaged to their full value? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. That is not a fact, and yet itisafact. They 
are mortgaged to their full value; but the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany owns a very large proportion of those bonds and stock, as is shown 
by the table given in the report. 

Mr. HAYDEN. Allow me a suggestion showing the value of these 
auxiliary lines. The income of the Union Pacific Railway system is 
about $5,000,000, and the net income about $3,500,000, which goes into 
the system, showing the value of the roads over and above the incum- 
brances which may be upon them. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Now, let me understand the geutleman 
from Ohio [Mr. OurmwartE]; I know we both want to be understood. 
Do I understand the gentleman to say that the cash value to-day of the 
property on which the Government has a second-mortgage lien is double, 
or is greater by any amount than, the amount of the first-mortgage lien? 
Does the gentleman mean to say that the cash value of the property on 
which the Government has a lien to-day is greater than the amount of 
the first-mortgage lien? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I believe it is. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. If that is so, why would it not be a good 
plan for the Government to pay off the first-mortgage lien ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. And take the road ? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE, Simply because the most injurious thing which 
could happen to this Government would be for it to go into the rail- 
road business, 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. That is a different proposition. Some of 
us may differ with the gentleman on that. 

Mr. MILLS. How much of the lands heretofore granted do the com- 
panies still retain? 

Mr. HENLEY. Will the gentleman from Texas amend his question 
so as to include this interrogatory: Whether or not the land-grant bonds 
and the land grant itself are under this bill to be turned over by the 
railroad companies to the Government as security? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. In reply to the first question I will say, as I 
stated a few moments ago, that there are 7,446,585 acres of unsold lands 
of the Union Pacific Railroad Company, the estimated value of which 
is from $11,000,000 to $13,000,000, The Central Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany has 2,271,872 acres of land undisposed of, and has large claims for 
lands which are in question between it and the Government, the lands 
not having been patented to the company. 

Mr. LONG. Amounting in value to how much? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE, The amount has not been estimated, because 
it is impossible to determine it. Now, as to whether all the bonds 
which are in the possession of any of these companies are to become 
subject to the lien of the United States Government for the payment 
of this indebtedness, I will say that all of them are to become subject 
to this lien. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Does that statement inelude the bonds repre- 
sented by the mortgages upon these branch roads? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. It doesinclude all those bonds (a table of which 
is given in the report) and such stock of the com 

Mr. SPRINGER. But in the mean time, between now and the time 
when the lien of the Government is to be asserted, may not the rail- 
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not be done in violation of the rights of the Government « 


to the Government now, in payment of this indebtedness, t} 
and obligations ? 


and unless this bill be accepted there is no law that provid 
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Mr. SPRINGER. Then the only way toreach the companie 


securities were disposed of improperly, would be to bring suit a. si et 
them for the violation of their obligations under the law. 


Mr. OUTHWAITE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. WEBER. I desire to say to the gentleman from Illing 


authority on the part of these companies to dispose of these 


in the ordinary, lawful course of their business now exists: ay, , 
provision inserted i in this bill by the committee requires th: at t this sha 
tion of its security; and requires, furthermore, that report | be 
the Secretary of the Treasury of such disposition within th C 
Mr. BUCHANAN. Will the gentleman from Ohioallow me ; 


question? I understood the gentleman to say a while rm t 


greater portion of the bonds secured by mortgage upon these brane) 


lines, upon which the Government has now no security, are owned by 
these parent companies. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Then if the companies are so anxious to 
the Government against loss, what prevents them from ma) 


re ’ 
1038€ bonds 


Mr. OUTHWAITE. There is nothing that prevents their doing s 
1€8 lor it, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The debtis not due for twelve years. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. And the companies are entitled to stand upon 
their right based upon the fact that the debt is not due until iwely; 
years hence. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Iunderstandthat. My question is, i: 
thing which prevents the companies from paying them if they anx- 
ious to do so, or to their being received by the United States Goyern- 
ment? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Who is authorized to do so? 

Mr. BUCHANAN, Is there anything which prevents the company 
from paying them to the United States Government? 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. But who is authorized to receive them? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. No one is authorized to receive them; neither 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury nor the Secretary of the Interior nor any 
other officer of the Government of the United States is authorized to 
receive those bonds. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Did the committee consider whether it would 
be better to have the Government take possession of those bonds than 
to take possession of the net earnings ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. ‘The commitee have not been under thie neces- 
sity of considering that, because they propose in this bill to take pos- 
session of both of them—not all of the net earnings, but that portion 
which they might receive or be entitled to for ary services rendered to 
the Government of the United States over the main lines or the branch 
lines. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. And also these bonds? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. And also these bonds. They are to havea 
lien on these bonds and hold them in payment of this indebted 

Mr. PAYSON, Will the gentleman permit me to make one furtie: 
suggestion right here? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Certainly. 

Mr. PAYSON. Is not this the precise point, that in consideration 
of the company giving this additional security they get extension of 
the time of payment? 

Mr.O WAITE. Youhavestatedit well and strongly, as I would 
like to have done in the first instance. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Is the security any more than is suflicient 
to pay the lien? Why do they ask for an extension? They can fore- 
close the and take the 
Mr. CRISP. If the gentleman will allow me a moment— 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Certainly. 
Mr. CRISP. My friend from Iowa entirely misconceives my statc- 


_ ere any- 


road companies dispose of any of these bonds in the ordinary course of | ment. 


business ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Isuppose that might be done if the railroad 
companies desired to place themselves in the position of openly and 
boldly attempting to perpetrate a fraud upon the Government. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Is it not provided in the bill that they may dis- 
pose of any of these securities ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. It is provided they may do so in the ordinary 
course of business; and that has been the provision of the law from the 
beginning, as it isthe law now. But thereis an 3 provision that 

. these securities shall not be disposed of in any way t» the injury or 
diminution of the security of the Government. The companies may 
dispose of the securities in the ordinary coarse of business; but a dis- 
position of them in such a way that the com would not receive 
back value which would then be subject to this lien would not be dis- 
position in the ordinary course of business. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Who is to judge of that fact ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE, ‘The Secretary of the Treasury. I suppose at 
least their disposal is to be reported to that officer. 

Mr. SPRINGER. But the railroad companies in the first instance 
would be the judge of the propriety of these transactions. 

Several Mempers. Of course. 





Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I wish to hear the gentleman state it 
then. 


Mr. CRISP. I wish to state, if the gentleman yields to me, in reply 
to the question which has been suggested —— 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I yield to the gentleman from Georg 
pl 


easure. 
Mr. CRISP. I gave it as my opinion—and it is only my opon— 
that the value of the subsidized portion of these railroads was nit Te 
than enough to pay the first-mortgage bonds. It has no reference Ww" 
ever to the unsubsidized railroads, which, according to the proposit 
of this bill, t to be held ‘subject to the lien of the Gover yment. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. But this does not give you a licn. 

Mr. CRISP. With the consent of the company. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. But you can not legislate a lien. 

Mr. CRISP. The Government is not asked to legislate a lic. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House will come to order ani the 
Cees Sees Sagan from Ohio whether he yields “ 


these 
AITE. Everybody seems to be talking at the "'° 


a wi th 


Mr. 


time, and nobody seems to be asking me to yield to him, but al! !.\« 
taken possession of tbe floor. 





8 


e 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is entitled to the floor, 
and will proceed with his remarks without interruption. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I want to find out whatever objections there 
may be to the plan suggested in this bill, and I am perfectly willing to 
yield to any inquiry in regard to this matter which any gentleman may 
desire to propose. I will hear now the inquiry of the gentleman from 

wa. 

4 WEAVER, of Iowa. I am not making any inquiry now. I 
simply asked a question of the gentleman from Georgia in the colloquy 
which was taking place at the time. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I submit, Mr. Speaker, that this proposition 

provides for a semi-annual payment, a fixed payment, a payment not 
depending upon the net earnings, not depending on any other consider- 
ation, but a payment large enough in amount to pay 3 per cent. semi- 
annually upon the present value of the indebtedness, and also to make 
a payment upon the principal in the case of the Union Pacific of $220,- 
969.34, and in the case of the Central Pacific of $212,157.80 the first 
year. And tosuch an extent do these partial payments go that they 
will entirely obliterate the indebtedness in the number of years given 
in this bill. 
— payments will make over $41,000,000 that will be paid by 
these roads before their indebtedness becomes due. In connection with 
the credits the companies will be properly entitled to have, there will 
be paid by this bill, if it shall be placed upon the statute-book, some 
$76,000,000 in the aggregate, or nearly $12,000,000 more than the total 
original indebtedness of these companies. 

Therefore, if these companies shall be willing to place as security all 
they have, all they control, all they can command in any manner what- 
ever, and will consent if at any time they shall fail for six months to 

y any one of these installments of indebtedness as they shall become 
due that all of them shall become due at once; and if they will refund 
their other underlying or first-mortgage debt at a lower rate of inter- 
est and consent that if they make default of payment therein, so that 
the Government must step in and pay off that portion upon which de- 
fault shall be made, and they fail to repay the same to the Government 
on demand and pay interest, costs, and all expenses thereon within 
twelve months thereafter, then all the installments of indebtedness 
shall become due and payable, I submit we shall have taken about as 
closea hold upon these companies as the Government possibly can take 
at this time. 

If they do not accept the terms there is a provision in this bill that 
the Government shall collect from them 40 per cent. of their net earn- 
ings hereafter. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Will you permit another question? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Iwishto ask nowthisquestion: You undertake 
by this bill, of course with the acceptance of its provisions by the com- 
panies, to extend the time in which the money is to be paid seventy 
years; is that the figure? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Seventy years from this date. Let me state 
again that this is notan extension of seventy years, for they begin 
paying eleven years before it is due, and should be entitled to eleven 
years at the end, or twenty-two years in all, and taking twenty-two 
years from seventy leaves forty-eight, and averaging that gives, if they 
anticipate their indebtedness, only an average extension of twenty-four 


years, 

Mr. MCKENNA. And that is all the Government surrenders. 
anes OUTHWAITE. Yes, sir; and it gathers in everything it possi- 

y can. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. Now, during this extension of time, these com- 
panies making these partial payments, suppose while they make them’! 
upon the debt to the Government they should default upon the inter- | 
est and principal of this prior lien, and the Government having agreed 
to extend the time to this period, will it not give these prior hondlold- | 
ems an opportunity to come in and gobble up the whole property to the | 
exclusion of the indebtedness to the Government altogether? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I can not conceive it possible that such a re- 
sult could beachieved under this bill. It is neither reasonable nor, in | 
my Jodgment, ible. under its provisions. 

PAYSON. What is the Government to do now if that condition 
of things should 


_-Mr. OUTHWAIT 
ing whatever now. 
_ In answer further to the gentleman from Florida let me state there | 
is also an express provision embodied in the bill that does not exist | 
in the present law; that the Government in case of default may come | 
mand pay off the lien and then demand repayment; and all of the 
tights of the United States may be enforced, for the whole indebted- 
hess becomes due if such repayment is not made within twelve months. 

Now, I can not see how any legislation that can possibly be made 
Would be more in the interest of the Government in the event of a de- | 
fault than this, 

Mr. CANNON. If I understood the gentleman from Iowa aright a 
moment ago he claimed that the railway companies would not avail 
anes Ge provisions of this act. 

Mr. VER, of Iowa. Yes, sir. 





Yes, that is true; the Government can do noth- 
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Mr. CANNON. IfI understand the gentleman from Ohio in reply, 
and I ask the question in good faith for information, he said that it 
the railway companies refused to avail themselves of that act we will 
have 40 per cent of their net earnings instead of 25 per cent. as under 
the present law ? 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. THROCKMORTON 
tleman from Ohio. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Thatwas my statement; and I will make fur- 
ther statement by way of explanation of this provision of the bill: 
This bill requires the acceptance by the companies within ninety days 
after its passage. The House will be in session shortly thereafter. If 
then these companies fail to avail themselves of this plain business 
proposition they will admit to the House and to the country that their 
intentions are evil; and this same committee that gave consideration 
to the present measure, and the same House, will be here to prepare and 
make some legislation which will enable the Government of the United 
States to foreclose, if necessary and possible, or perfect any other plan 
that to its wisdom shall seem necessary. 

Mr. LONG. The companies will be required also to pay 15 per cent. 
more than they now pay out of their net earnings? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Yes, sir; that will be the effect. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. May I ask my colleague a question? I 
have not had an opportunity to examine as carefully as 1 desired the 
provisions of this bill, but 1 wish to make one or two inquiries. My 
colleague may have explained them before, but I did not hear it. This 
bill, as I understand it, makes no provision whatever for the first-mort- 
gage indebtedness of the road. It does not deal with that, in other 
words, except in certain contingencies ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. It permits the roads to refund at a lower rate 


I will yield additional time to the gen- 


| of interest, not to exceed 4 per cent.; and if they should default, the 


President of the United States may direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to take up the default and require payment. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. Will my colleague state the amount of the 
first-mortgage lien ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Sixty-four millions of dollars 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. ‘That is the first mortgage or prior lien? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. That is the amount also of the Govern- 
ment bonds which are secured by the second mortgage ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Yes, sir. There is interest, of course, to be 
added on the Government bonds. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The total indebtedness is about $109,000,000. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. When does this second mortgage mature ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. At the same time the subsidy bonds mature— 
in about eleven years. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. “hat was my understanding. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. The average is eleven years and a few months. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. Then this amounts to an extension or a 
continuance of the first-mortgage indebtedness into the future ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. It does. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. The Government retaining simply the sec- 
ond-mortgage lien and extending the first mortgage indefinitely. 

Mr. HEWITT. Not indefinitely. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. This requires the companies to keep a sinking 
fund and put into ita certain fund, and to keep it up in such a sum as 
will be sufficient to pay the debt at its maturity. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. For my part I should much rather the 
Government would do what any individual owner of asecond mortgage 
vould do where the property wasencumbered by aprior lien. He would 


| take up that mortgage himself. The Government should take up the 


prior lien itself. The Governmentshould pay off those bonds and take 
a first mortgage covering the whole amount. 
Mr. LONG. A business man would very rarely do that under cir- 


cumstances like these. 


Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. He would certainly do it in this case; es- 


| pecially as the Government has funds, and this would provide a sink- 
| ing fund, or a fund that might be utilized as a sinking fund by the 
; Government. 


Mr. OUTHWAITE. I think in reply to the gentleman from Ohio I 


* may say that this bill is, directly in the line that he suggests as far as 


it is possible to be unless it made an express provision for the Govern- 
ment taking up all the indebtedness. 

Mr. WARNER, of. Ohio. Why not make that express provision ? 

Mr. LONG. There is in this billa provision for this very thing, for 
taking up the prior lien in the discretion of the President. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. In the discretion of the President. But we 
were not disposed to say that it was advisable for the United States 
Government to put sixty-four millions of dollars more in those roads 
at this time. The Thurman act, which provided for the payment of 
25 per cent., extended only to four of theseroads, while this act, in case 
it is refused, extends the provisions of the Thurman act amended toall 
the Pacific roads that received aid from the Government: 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I will yield now to the gentleman from 
California [Mr. HENLEY ], the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER], 
or the gentleman from lowa [Mr WEAVER]. 
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Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. 


just now. 


I shall want some time hereafter, but not 


Mr. HENLEY addressed the committee. [See Appendix.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There are ten minutes of the hour re- 
maining, and forty-four minutes afterward before the previous question 
will begin to operate. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. SPRINGER. It was understood, I believe, that I was to control 
one hour; and, if so, I will yield ten minutes to the gentleman from 
Iowa. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Supposing I would have some time in my 
own right, I promised to yield five minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. WARNER]. 

Mr. SPRINGER. At the time consent was given that the previous 
question be considered asordered at 4 o’clock, I stated that I consented 
only on the understanding that I should be entitled to control an hour. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. We have only thirty-eight minutes left 
of the time on our side; and we do not propose to divide that with 
gentlemen on the other side. We concede the right of the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] to divide his own time as he may see 
proper. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
utes. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I ask the gentleman from Illinois to yield 
five minutes to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WARNER] after I am 
through. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Very well. I now yield ten minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Iowa [Mr. WEAVER]. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, if I can have the attention 
of the House I will state as briefly as possible my views on this bill. 
I confess very frankly I have not had time to examine it very thor- 
oughly, and hence I am necessarily somewhat in the position of aseeker 
after information. 

This bill relates to one of the most remarkable business transactions 
in the history of modern times. The original act of July 1, 1862, 
granted to these Pacific railroads an immense subsidy of lands and 6 
cent. bonds—more than suflicient to construct and equip the roads. 

y the terms of this act the Government was to have a prior lien to se- 
cure the payment of the bonds, principal and interest. Waiving all 
consideration as to the propriety of the original act, I come to the act 
of July 2, 1864. Concerning this last act the committee, in their re- 
port accompanying this bill, say: 

The grant in lands and bonds was doubled by the act of July 2, 1864, and many 
other powers given the ee among which was to place a first — 

n by the 


upon ir railroads eqaal amount to the subsidy in bonds given 


Government, and prior in lien to the lien heretofore held by the Government. 
(See section 10, act of 1864.) 


They were also granted powers of consolidation, and were compelled by the 


twelfth section to operate all the roads and branches, as far as transportation 
Was concerned, as a continuous route. 


The theory upon which the bonds were first issued and the lands 
granted to these various companies was that the bonds would be amply 
secured, and that competition would be provided, and that the rates of 


Then we have on this side one hour and five min- 


traffic and passenger transportation would be regulated by such com- 
petition. But the act of July 2, 1864, struck down all these consid- 


erations and cast them to the winds. It madethe Government lien a 
second-mortgage lien; it struck down competition by expressly author- 
izing combination. 

This act of 1864 was a terrible betrayal of the interests and ts of 
the American people. I have referred to the Journal of the House 
which records the vote on the passage of this act. Turning to page 
895 of the House Journal, first session Thirty-eighth Congress, I find 
the fact recorded that the bill passed in this House by a vote of 71 yeas 
to 37 nays, 74 members not voting. It was by 21 votes less 
than was required to constitute a quorum of the House. A vote like 
this, sir, placed this Government in the position of a a 
lien-holder and in such a position that terms can be dictated to it by a 
corporation of its own creation. 

Of course it is scarcely germane so far as the present bill is concerned 
to refer to these things, because this bill is presented to us as a busi- 
ness proposition in view of present surroundings. And I concede that 
some features of this bill are plausible. ButI shall not support the 
measure; first, for the reason that I have been substantially instructed 
by the Legislature of my State to vote against it. It is true that the 
joint resolution by the Iowa Legislature refers to the Senate bill 
not*the House bill, but it refers substantially to the whole proposition ; 
and hence, following my own best judgment as well as my instructions, 
I must vote against this measure. 

But I think the people of this country ought to know who are re- 
sponsible for the passage of the act which places us in this situation. 
The very first name that I find recorded in favor of that measure is 
that of Hon. Wii1AM B. ALLIson, of my own State; I find also the 
name of Hon. JAMES F. WILson, another Representative from Iowa. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Do you find any of your present political allies 
voting for it? : 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I will refer to the whole list, and I intend 
to print it with my remarks. I shall give the names of those voting 
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‘Fernando C. Beaman, 


Sydenham E. Ancona, 
Joseph Bai 


George 8. Boutwell, 


‘Wells A. Hutchins, 


country was conducted in that period. Congress 





JUNE 5, 





in the affirmative, those voting in the negative, and those not 
all. Ido notintend to shield anybody, nor do I intend to as 
body’s motives. I shall simply give the facts. 

I simply regard it as a remarkable fact in the parliamentary 
of this country that an act of this kind could be passed by 71 votes i, 
a House numbering one handred and eighty-two members. 

I find among the affirmative vote upon this bill the names also of 
many other distinguished men, some of whom have passed away an 
some of whom are now living. I find Hon. James G. Blaine recorded 
as voting for the bill. I find on the same side my good friend Hoy 
WILLIAM R. MORRISON, now a member of this House. 

Here is the vote on the passage of this act July 2, 1864: 

Those who voted in the affirmative were— 


William B. Allison, John A. Griswold, 
Oakes Ames James T. Hale, 
James M. Ashley, William Higby, 
Augustus C. Baldwin, Samuel pone, 
Asahel W. Hubbard, 


John H. Hubbard, 
Calvin P. Hulbard, 
Thomas A. Jenckes, 
George W. Julian, 
Martin Kalbfleisch, 
Orlando Kellogg, 
Samuel Knox, 

De Witt C. Littlejohn, 
Benjamin F. Loan, 
John W. Longyear, 
James M. Marvin, 
John R. McBride, 
Joseph W. McClurg, 
James K. Moorhead, 
Justin 8S. Morrill, 


vot ing at 


ull any- 


hietnre 
nl Ory 


Charles O' Nei!!, 
James W. Patterso 
Sidney Perham, 
Theodore M. Pomeroy 
Hiram Price, 

John H. Rice, 
James 8. Rollins, 
Lewis W. Ross, 
Robert C. Schenck 
Thomas B. Shannon, 
Ithamar C. Sloan, 
Nathaniel B. Smithers, 
John B. Steele, 
William G. Steele 
Thaddeus Stevens, 
John T. Stuart, 
Lorenzo D. M. Sweat 
M. Russell Thayer 
Charles Upson, 
Edwin H. Webster, 
James F. Wilson, 
William Windom 
Benjamin Wood. 


James G. Blaine, 
Jacob B. Blair, 

Henry T. Blow, 
Sempronius H. Boyd, 
James Brooks, 
William G. Brown, 
Ambrose W. Clark, 
Alexander H. Coffroth, 
Cornelius Cole, 

John A. J. Creswell, 
Thomas T. Davis, 
Henry L. Dawes, 
Henry C. Deming, 
Nathan F. Dixon, 
Ignatius Donnelly, 
Thomas D. Eliot, 
James E. English, 
Reuben E. Fenton, Warren P. Noble, 
James A, Garfield, Moses F. Odell, 


Those who voted in the negative were— 


Willliam 8. Holman, 
Philip Johnson, 
Francis Kernan, 
Anthony L. Knapp, 


William R. Morrison, 
Amos Myers, 


James C. Robinson, 
Andrew J. Rogers, 

Edward H. Rollins, 
Glenni W. Scofield, 


ily, 
George Bliss, 


John W.Chanler, John Law, John D. Stiles, 

John L, Dawson, Francis C. La Blond, Francis Thomas, 
Charles Denison, Robert Mallory, Flihu B. Washburne, 
John R. Eden, Daniel Marcy, William B. Washburn, 


Joseph K. Edgerton, 
Henry Grider, 
Aaron Harding, 
Henry W. Harrington, Godlove 8. Orth, 
Benjamin G. Harris, William Radford, 


Those not voting were— 
JamesC. Allen, Isaac N. Arnold, 
William J, Alien, John D. Baldwin, 


John B, Alley, Portus Baxter, 
Lucien Anderson, Augustus Brandegec, 


James F. McDowell, 
John F, McKinney, 
John O'Neill, 


Chilton A. White, 
Joseph W. White, 
Fernando Wood. 


John M: Brooma!!, 
James S. Brown, 
Freeman Clarke, 
Brutus J. Clay, 


Amasa Cobb, John A. Kasson, William H. Randall, 
Samuel 8. Cox, William D. Kelley, Alexander H. Rice, 
James A. Cravens, Francis W. Kellogg, John G. Scott, 
Henry Winter Davis, Austin A. King, Green Clay Smith, 
John F. ze8, Jesse Lazear, Rufus P. Spalding, 
Ebenezer Du Alexander Long, John F, Starr, — 
——— R. Eckley, Archibald McAllister, Henry G. Stebbins, 
les A. Eld: b Walter D. McIndoe, Myer Strouse, 

in F, h, George Middleton, Henry W. Tracy, 
William E. Finck, Samuel F. Miller, R. B. Van Valkenburgh, 
Augustus Frank, William H. Miller, Daniel W. Voorhees, 


John Ganson, Daniel Morris, 
Daniel W. Gooch, James R. Morris, 
Josiah B. Grinnell. Leonard Myers, 
William A. Hall, Homer A. Nelson, 
Charles M. Harris, fs 
Anson Herrick George H. Pendleton, 


William H. Wadsworth, 
Elijah Ward, 

Kellian V. Whaley, 
Ezra Wheeler, 
Thomas Williams, 

A. Carter Wilder, 
Charles H. Winfield, 
Fred’k E. Woodbridge, 
George H. Yeaman. 


Giles W. Hotchkiss, 
Ebon C, I ll, 
William Johnson, 
This record shows, Mr. Speaker, how loosely the legislation of this 
seems to have gone 
wild and to have supposed that to this generation the whole continent 
belonged, and that whatever was due to posterity. All con- 
ceptions of duty seem to have been lost for the time and everybody ran 
riot. The whole continent was parceled out among speculators and 
the a were forgotten. é; 
Mr. HOLMES. Will my colleague permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 
- Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. Certainly. oo). 
Mr. HOLMES. Did my colleague take exception or raise lis voice 
against the passage of that act in 1864? 1 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I was in the Army up to about the time 
the act of July, 1864, was passed. I was not in Congress at the time. 
I was in the Republican party, it is true, for many yam and at that 
time, when this matter was called to the attention of the public, 1t was 
condemned, and I condemned it both when I was a member of the Re- 
publican party and since. aa a 
Mr. HOLMES. Did the gentleman ever raise his voice against it at 
the time ? a 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I knew but little about it at the time, if, 
indeed, anything at all. Nor did the le. I never uttered when 
I was 4 member of the Republican party, nor since I have been out of 











1886. 





the Republican party, one word in favor of the act of 1864. Not one 
word, sir. It was the principal business of the Republican speakers 
up to the time that I left the party, and since that time, to call atten- 
tion to the condition of things down South and to wave the bloody 
shirt, a8 the gentleman well knows, instead of to such matters as we 


w considering. 
~n. HOLMES. Will the gentleman yield to me? 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I do. 
Mr. HOLMES. Will the gentleman state where he ever did de- 
nounce this act or the passage of this act? Where did he ever denounce 
it? If he ever did, let him tell us where it was. 
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Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I can not tell the particular place, but 
everywhere when I was a member of the Republican party, and for 
years before I left it, the gentleman knows, and the leaders of the Re- 
publican party of Iowa know, that I was so strong an anti-monopolist 
and an anti-bank man that my views were well understood in the Re- 
publican party long before I left it, so much so that I was criticised in 
consequence of it. 

Let me allude to some other facts in connection with this remarkable 
transaction. How much interest has been paid by the Government of 
the United States for these various railroads? The following table 
will answer: 








——_——————— anon coins — 
: ogey a Interest repaid by compa- | ge 
= SOSH anal nies to credit of bond and S. 
2 | oe ef af interest account. | =5 
Name of rail eS a ie 
Name of railway. | =i en | oF. S > 
| = anaes i aT a ae md 
| = ; BFFs" | 2s By transpor- By « ash, 5 a 
= | Lo™- oO | oe tation serv- percent.of | S=<s 
& 2 bs | ss fees net earn- | =32 = 
i. | ~ 3. : j a = 
Be } a S ings. e 
| | _ 
Ren crc erences ines at lida jeieoe satel ccipecne cieguaita 
“Eee | j j 
Central Pacific ... ++| $25,885,120 | $776,553 60 | $25,782,216 07 | $5,134,185 31 | $648,271 96} $19,999,758 80 
Western Pacific.. | 1, 970, 560 | 59,116 80 | 1,845,599 34 | 9, 367 00 } 1, 836, 232 34 
Union Pacific. | 27,236,512 , 817,095 36 | 27,409, 136 49 10, 647,579 36 | 16, 478,394 14 
Kansas Pacific ...........ee-sesesreess ve] 6,303,000 | 189,090 00 | 6,696,603 09 | 3,284,294 23 | 3, 412, 308 86 
Clenteel TRE WIE BF ROIIO ose 000 00000000008 scs00s sescosenseenccsnseseecssceessenncsonsoccces | 1, 600, 000 48,000 00 | 1,693,808 26 | 219, 746 48 | 6,926 91 | 1,467 134 87 
Sloux City ANE PACHIC ....+ 100000000: ..0-senesseroersesscrerssscenrees sessvses recseccesessesesseseoens 1; 628, 320 | 48,849 60 | 1,610,846 29 178, 659 68 velesvecvednguieundl 1, 432, 186 61 
Total ..ccressscsersorsesveseserererssresssesecceseceresscecsenseesesssvserseesevsesssesesorsesessomperee] 64, 623, 512 | 1,938,705 36 | 65,038,209 54 | 19, 473, 832 06 938,261 86 | 44,626,015 62 
i i i 


Take the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad, in my own State. That 
branch is built from Sioux City in the direction of Council Bluffs along 
the Missouri Valley and about 100 milesin length. I know all about 
that railroad and every mile of it. It is built on the dead level of the 
Missouri Valley. The fall is no more than the natural curvature of the 
earth, about one foot to the mile. © It is practically upon a dead level, 
and could be constructed by the plow and scraper so far as the grade is 
concerned, Yet, sir, tlie Government paid to that railroad company 
in subsidy bonds $1,628,320.00, and upon those bonds interest to the 


amount of $1,610,846.29, of which there is a balance remaining dve to 


the United States of $1,432,186.61. 

What excuse, in the name of common sense, can there be for such a 
transaction ? 

Mr. Speaker, I can not support this bill. I much prefer that the 
Government shall buy in the first-mortgage lien at the end of eleven 
years from now, and then compel the company to pay the whole claim 
or sell out the road. This is infinitely betier than to extend this in- 
debtedness for seventy years. We know whatourrights are under the 
present Pom but who can foresee what advantages will be taken of the 

t bill? 

Mr. SPRINGER. How much of the forty-five minutes remains? 

The SPEAKER prvo tempore. ‘The gentleman from Iowa occupied 
seventeen minutes. ‘Twenty-eight minutes remain. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. WARNER]. 


] and thus improve my whole security. I will extend the debt, provided 
Iam sure of my interest and an annual paymentas asinking fund. In 
| other words, I would say let the whole debt be consolidated that I may 
| control it all. Any business man, I say, being able to buy up prior 
| liens would undoubtedly do so instead of permitting a first mortgage to 
be extended and put beyond his control. Now that, I think, is what 
the Government should do in this case. It should become the owner 
= the first-mortgage lien by paying the first-mortgage bonds when 
they become due, letting the railroad companies become indebted to 
the Government for the entire amount of both mortgages. 
I have no objection to letting the property remain in the hands of 
| the present companies, to be operated and managed by them, provided 
the stipulated interest is paid to the Government and a sinking fund 
is provided or other means for final payment of the entire debt. But 
I have another reason for wanting the Government to pay off the first- 
mortgage bonds and thereby become the sole mortgage creditor, the 
debt being consolidated under one mortgage to the Government. 
| We have now but one hundred and fifty-four millions of Govern- 
ment bonds payable at the option of the Government, and there is more 


than money enough in the Treasury to pay them, and they ought to 


be paid. 
|} Mr. PAYSON. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 
| Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. Iwill yield for a question, but my time is 
very limited. 
Mr. PAYSON. Does the gentleman think it is any more probable 





_ Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, the Pacific railroads are now | that there will be a payment on any of these railroad bonds than there 


indebted to the United States Government to the amount of something 
over $100,000,000, which is secured by a second-mortgage lien upon the 


property of these companies. There exists also a first mortgage secur- 
ing the $64,000,000 of first-mortgage bonds. It is proposed in this bill 
to extend the time of paying the debt to the Government seventy 
years, 

= DUNN. Oh, no. 


WARNER, of Ohio. Yes; one hundred and forty semi-annual 


payments would extend to seventy years. The second-mortgage lien 
ee and extend to branch roads, how fully mortgaged now, 


do not know. It is proposed also to extend the first-mortgage lien for 
= UNN. No, the gentleman is mistaken in that. The lien ex- 


Mr. W. of Ohio. The mortgage remains, and it is practically 


an extension for seventy 
AITE. There is no such provision in this bill. 


Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. It authorizesthe company to renew its first- 
mortgage bonds without stating for how long, and I assume that it is 
at least to be coextensive with the second-mortgage bonds, which are 

or business operation for the Government, that 
does not commend itself to me as being a wise arrangement. I do not 
think it is what an individual owner of a second would do 
where the property which was his security was subject to a prior lien. 
The first would certainly be a better security than the second 
whi Pe owned such a second mortgage and had more money 

wished to invest, and I was asked to extend my second mort- 
ty and to permit the extension of the first mort- 
no, I will take the first mortgage myself, 


is of the present administration paying off the Government bonds? 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. This $150,000,000 must be paid. The 
sinking fund requires a payment of about fifty millions a year. In 
1891 two hundred and fifty millions more—the four and a halfs—hbe- 
come payable, and no other bonds are payable until 1907, so that be- 
tween 1895, when the bonds of the Pacific roads become payable, and 
1907 there will be no bonds subject to call. Now, the Government can 
just as well as not, and better than not, pay the first bonds upon the 
railroads, and thus consolidate the whole debt and become the sole 
mortgagee of theserailroads. These first-mortgage bondscould be made 
a part of the sinking fund, or otherwise be made to constitute a cumu- 
lative fund ready to be applied to the bonds maturing in 1907. 

That is in my judgment, Mr. Speaker, what ought to be done, and 
if that be done I will support the bill; but to allow the first-mortgage 
lien to be extended indefinitely, or for seventy years, the Government 
holding all the time only a second mortgage I think is objectionable, 
and I shall feel bound to vote against the bill as presented. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HENLEY. I yield my twenty minutes to the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Hotman]. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, the question before the House is 
whether or not this arrangement proposed will be beneficial to the Gov- 
ernment? It is assumed by gentlemen that the only assurance we have 
of the ultimate payment of this great debt, and that the Government 
shall sustain no serious loss, will be by this extension of time. And I 
take it for granted, on account of the earnestness with which gentle- 
men have pressed the importance of extending the time for the pay- 
mentof this debt and securing the Government. gentlemen feel that to 

this bonded debt for near three generations and keep up our re- 
lations to these great corporations for that great length of time is nota 
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proper thing to he done; that only a high and imperative necessity on 
the part of the Government would justify it. 

Now, what is the actual condition of these corporations? I refer to 
two of them alone, the two great corporations, the Union Pacific and 
the Central Pacific. I have no time to refer to others. What is their 
condition? Whatsecurity have we now for ultimate payment? Basing 
the answer on the report made to this Congress by the Commissioner of 
Railroads, the only authority to which we can refer with confidence and 
safety at this time with which I am acquainted, I ask the question, 
What are the assets of these corporations according to the report of the 
Commissioner last December, when his last report was made to Con- 
gress? 

I answer from the report of the Commissioner, which I have before 
me, beginning on page 589, Executive Document 1, part 5, first session 
Forty-ninth Congress: 

Assets of the Union Pacific, $252,041,633; assets of Central Pacific, 
$177,655,098; making the entire assets of these two corporations— the 
Union Pacific, of course embracing the Kansas branch, and the Central 
Pacific embracing what was formerly known as the Western Pacific—the 
entire assets of those two companies amount to $429,696,731. The as- 
sets of those two corporations then is $429,696,731. 

And gentleman must bear in mind that that amount of $429,696,731 
are the tangible assets of these corporations. Now, what are the lia- 
bilities of these two corporations (I speak of them as two, although, in 
fact, four), as shown by this report? 

The liabilities of the Union Pacific were $164,686,247, of the Central 
Pacific $120,547,718; in all $285,233,965; including every dollar of the 
indebtedness of these two corporations to the Government, principal and 
interest, on the subsidy bonds, in December last when that report was 
made. 

A MemBer. Not stock? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Weare not taking that into account upon a ques- 
tion whether the Government should get back the money it advanced to 
create this corporate wealth. I trust the question of stock is not to be 
involved in this controversy. 

Now, sir, what is the result? That there is a balance of assets, ac- 
cording to the report of your Commissioner of Railroads only last De- 
cember, taking every element of assets, every element of indebtedness 
into account over the indebtedness of the two corporations, of $144,- 
462,766—one hundred and forty-four millions—all the indebtedness of 
these corporations upon their first-mortgage bonds, upon their second- 
mortgage bonds, the interest paid by the Government, and all else of 
indebtedness taken into account. Here you have assets to the amount 
of more than one hundred and forty-four millions as a guarantee of 
payment of your bonds beyond the entire indebtedness of these corpora- 
tions’ first and second mortgages and all other debts taken into the ac- 
count: Yes, sir; $144,462,766 of surplus wealth to meet your great 
claim when it becomes due ten or eleven years hence. 

Those liabilities embrace your bonded debt and the interest you 
have paid for these corporations. And what, sir, is the amountof that 
debt as agAinst these two corporations. The Union Pacific, at the time 
the report was made, owed you on the suvsidy bonds, $48,914,056; the 
Central Pacific. $47,488,887; in all, $96,402,933, a sum less, mark you, 
gentlemen, by more than $483, 000,000 than the sum of the assets of 
these corporations over all indebtedness, as showu by the report. 

The following tables from the report show the facts: 

UNION PACIFIC. 


The indebtedness of the Union Pacific Railway Company (including the Kan- 
sas Pacific) to the United States, June 30, 1885, is as follows: 


Principal... lk 
Acorued interest .. sneuaninintcnesia e-em 85, 111, 924 94 


TOtall........0.s-osersreessererconssorscsssorevenssceseecescorsseresnssscsresensvesenecsseiOey GOL, 498 94 
CREDIT. 


Transportation performed and money paid into the Treasury 
Transportation applied to bond and interest account..$13, 931, 
Cash payments applied to bond and interest ne 
Transportation applied to sinking fund.. 

Cash payments to sinking fund 
jaterest on sinking-fund 





a8 
$333 







Ho See eee ONE NOEROEEOE EERE SESE ESS ETERS ES ESEREEESRESES EET ED SEETEE SESE EEOEES OHH ER 


Balance in favorof the United States, but not due until maturity 
OF OCI, BETD FR iccece ccussscscciramstonnethnennpenwenpnestidintenaennalanaaa ~~» 48,914,056 62 
Financial condition of the Union Pacific Railway Company, June 30, 1885. 








Pendie-T Gettti.i..sesycenssesdnsiabenneee $82, 484, 285 00 
Interest on funded debt, accrued, 782, 34 
United States subsidy bonds............. «« $3,539,512 00 
Interest on United — jaubsidy bonds, accrued, not mene’ 35, 111, 924 O4 
Bills payable... wisscdurentsne encdbeibene wéencese 7, 575, 000 00 
Accounts payable... evesseecocossssocsscesececensseseesescnsscssecsensincscccsceccsscces 6, 0G, O88: GD 
Pay-rolis and POUCKETS...ccecccesene ecccensssceussescocpersenssevesccescessccece «6 SER, OFS. G8 
Dividends unpaid... oocencconscene cesenesnnes soccunenebns eencetocs Geeeveqee 72,665 52 
Coupons dre and d unpaid... ON ee 
Called bonds... eoces coeces cen enceuntosocepesoosenossecesetosccsnseceseseteennte® 96, 000 00 
Total debt... epsédhonte epcececesnn <tulgioninepneneatinll seoseseeseseeevese 16K, 686,267 38 
Capital stooks..............cccecssessers seocnenenees snenensceineisutebebeteebiciedentaliniel .. 60,868,500 00 
Total stock and debt...........00cc00 ecesuvene abospeeucomenst esveeesseeree 225,554,747 38 
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ASSETS. 
Cost of road and fixtures... covcewaseeessosasesessossssseressessseses $159, 092 O06 po 
Fuel, material, and stores on hand......................................... } 164. 762 7s 
Cash on hand... meetsessarssscscsceesss 1,211 S55 Oe 


Com y's stocks and. bonds ‘owned by company. 
Sinking funds in handsof trustees.......... 

Bills and accounts receivabie........ 
Bonds and stocks of other compani 







Miscellaneous investments................0+ 0000 604. 63). 9 
Interest repaid the United States by transportation 8. 94) ; 
Due from the United States for transporiation.......... 7 

Land contracts and land cash2..................0ss0scssersesseeeseeeesceeeees 


Advances payable in bonds and Stocks.............c0ccseseseeesereeseneneceeee 
Sinking funds in United States Treasury.............:0.c00000+ssse00e 





Surplus, including land saleg.............00.ssseeeresreeeeeee a ae 


Surplus, excluding land Saleg..............:::sssssesssseeeserees stlenpepeneenses 
CENTRAL PACIFIC, 
The indebtedness of the Central Pacific Railroad Company (; 
ing the Western Pacific) to the United States, June 30, 1855 
follows: 





III iscnthinenasonencerninpenshiibeiinitsiniips aalintididienimatibnnécopenreccerasescecesees OF 4 
a ciceertctiecnctetesteniteetnsinttniaatintattemininscncinndsasonnsereccssses 28 463 


Financial condition. 
Financial condition of the Central Pacific Railroad Company June 30, 1385 
LIABILITIES. 
INUIT na cine ictensinree me erieerirnineiemincememeieaasensnavehsshaes 
Interest on funded debt, accrued but not due 
United States subsidy bonds... sa 
Interest on United States bonds, accrued but not due 

















Trustees’ land mortgage, to redeem land bonds........................ ;  “Te20’ 605 83 
Sinking funds uninvested... ielinehdnstinesenetorcccece 180, 001 17 
Bills and loans eee seubtebamtinbsasecbteseibessesbeeberectsoscesececcces  —-&, 27K. SOD 
I cthccrntitibetemncnetetecrese enbpservecenendinbveverebtocsenecocccces cose: 1, 142, 626 21 
Dividends —n— pduanoReuanesnnsabeenscebaecsonennnnensenestessosccces cos ccese 14, 067 
Coupon interest unpaid... a enassnstennlsasbossebecenneniatatndaiibeseconecccscscccee 19, 575 ¢ 
SEITE vnccnthintntncnnsineeunindibanhpanibonsibeedenduvbbennnatbehwenssoseseecesse 59, 275,500 0 
i iniistsccen tii ntnintetiinillinecetivwrnineees .1002 220000 "179, 823, 218 29 
ASSETS. 
Cost of road ee ape prone vem eS $141, 444, 161 73 
Cost of equipment .. eqvebeiiinesadediinbdapatactncccocencece 8, 575, 75 
Real estate, shops, i cesettns edeocoreseeoenenen 








Miscellaneous investments .. Seanawenere 
United States transportation ‘and ‘sinking-fand ‘accounts... 


Cash due from United States for transportation withheld in ex- 


9, 059, 810 18 









cess of all requirements .. 630,339 4 
Fuel, material, and stores on hand 806, 446 1 
Stocks and bonds owned... aneee 1,089, 721 92 
ee ae ~~ 7,36 © 
Sinking funds of the company..................-...0ss0ee0++ ooo §«=.:—*, 223, O94. IT 
Trustees of land mortgage for redemption of bonds.................... 1' 029, 605 8 
Deferred payments on land sales, notes, contracts, &c.................. 1,376,712 84 
Bilis and accounts receivable............c0ccssrseseessssessereseacceserensenesses 505, 458 54 
Due from Southern Pacific Company, interest on Central Pacific 

Railroad Company’s bonds from April 1 to June 30, 1885............ 877,109 72 

Total assets...... 177, 655, 088 70 
Deficit...... 2, 168, Ig 59 


From these tables it appears ‘that the. aasets of. these. eorporatio: 18 @X- 
ceed their liabilities, all elements considered, the sum I have named— 
$144,462,766. Of course the stock is not taken into the account. 

Now, if under the circumstances it can be said that it is better for 
us to take a security from these corpofations, running through a period 
of seventy years, and during all that time keep up our relations with 
two great and powerful corporations growing more powerful every snc- 
cessive year, [am notable to see it. I am astonished at such a propo- 
sition. 

Mr. CRISP. Will the gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CRISP. Had we not better take a lien on that $144,000,000 to 
secure the debt than enable the company between now and 1895 to dis- 
pose of it? 

Mr. HOLMAN. We do not get security by this bill on any more ¢ of 
that one hundred and forty-four millions than we have now. It is‘ 


substantial of these corporations—the roads and the rolling 
stock and all elseof their possessions—they are the assets of the two cor 
porations, 


ts CRISP. Of the Pacific Railway Company, not the Pacific Rai!- 
The gentleman does not appear to see the distinctior 

Mn HOLMAN. The debt is secure enough now if the report of | he 

Gieiiiadeaer istrue. It is proposed to extend the time seventy yeats 

and to have by way of additional security certain branch roads, «l! 0! 

which are under heavy mortgage. Let us see how this case stanils, 10 
has been pressed upon us by eminent cap! 

in 


addition to your mortgage the Union 

subject to yours amountiny 
the —. 

time subjec* to 


FE 
i 
: 








no 


on 
ng 
sts 


1886. 


———————— 

Mr. CRISP. Does not the gentleman know that is on the unsub- 
sidized partsof the road? ; 

Mr. HOLMAN. On the Union Pacific? 

Mr. CRISP. The unsubsidized portion of the road. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If my friend is correct, I am mistaken. 

informed. 

” Mr. CRISP. You are. . 

Mr. HOLMAN. Well, I am assuming that my data are as reliable 
gs those of my friend from Georgia. Take the Kansas branch—- 

Mr. — Do you argue that you do not want to collect the debt 

it is safe? 

Mr. HOLMAN. No, I want to collect it; that is what I am aim- 
ing at; but I am not in favor of extending the time to seventy years or 
to any other period. Iam claiming that the debt shall be closed up 
when it is due. Take the Kansas Pacific. There is a mortgage on 
that road, it is said, of $14,000,000, subject to your mortgage and the 

ing one, and running until 1902. Is it likely that capitalists 
would run that kind of risk if there is uncertainty in the security? 

But, again, let us see for a moment how these corporations have been 
repaying you for the enormous sums you have paid as interest on the 
ponds you issued in their behalf by their transportation services. Let 
us see how they have so far repaid you, even in the comparatively small 
sums they have paid you. Of course I take the account as shown by 
theCommissioner. Take the Union Pacific: ‘‘ Transportation applied 
to bond and interest account, $13,931,873.59.’’ In other words, of the 
$19,737,380.32 that you collected, $13,931,8¥3—nearly fourten mill- 
jons—is what you have paid for the transportation of your supplies, 
and over that single road. 

Take the Central Pacific as furnishing some data on this subject 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Was the rate of freight charges paid 
by the Government any higher? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Greatly above, sir. Take the Central Pacific. 
Their aggregate is $8,830,288.13, while your transportation account is 
$5,143, 552.31. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Will the gentleman yield for a question ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Inamoment. The meaning of all this is simply 
that after furnishing these corporations an empire of land—37,000,000 
of acres—out of which, together with bonuses in the form of dividends 
and otherwise, the shareholders of the Union Pacific alone have realized 
already $121,000,000 of wealth—after all this, you are paying these enor- 
mous sums of money to these companies for transportation and greatly 
above the rates —— paid to other railroad companies, and at the 
same time this of yours is to be postponed seventy years, perhaps 
indefinitely, to the end that, by the enormous charges which wil! be 
made against you for transportation, exceeding those paid to the other 
railroad companies, these Pacific Railroad corporations may be enabled 
to pay off this debt without any embarrassment to their shareholders, 
without impairing the value of their stock, and on a basis which will 
bear heavily upon you and your posterity on account of their exactions, 
their charges being, as is shown by the decisions of the Supreme Court, 
greatly inexcessof what you would have paid if those corporations had 
not been enriched by your bounty and their roads built on your credit 
by your bonds. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Is not the gentleman mistaken as to the 
amount which he hasstated being for transportation alone? I have in 
my hands the last report of the Commissioner of Railroads, which 
reads; ** performed and money paid into the Treasury, 
$13,931,873.59."" 


Mr. HOLMAN. No, sir; I am not mistaken. It reads: ‘‘ Trans- 
portation performed and money paid into the Treasury: Transportation 
— to bonds and interest account, $13,931,873.59.”’ 

OUTHWAITE. But I have reference to the larger sam which 
the gentleman mentioned—the thirteen millions. Does not the report 
of the Commissioner show that that was for transportation and moneys ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. My friend will please remember that this is my 


“te. OUTH Waite, 


mistaken on that point ? 
Mr. HOLMAN. lam not mistaken. I will read the statement 


again: “ Transportation performed and money paid into the Treasury: 
to bonds and interest account, $13,931,873.59.”’ 





I am not 





But I want to know whether or not you are 


Now who is ? Now itis time for my friend to explain his 
Mr. BUTTE Who is mistaken about that any way, the 
geutleman from Obio or the from Indiana? ' 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. My friend has got it wrong. 
Mz. HOLMAN. The statement shows “Transportation applied to 


bond and interest account, $13,931,873,” as I have stated. 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. But a larg. proportion of that is money paid. | 
Mr. HOLMAN. require me to read this whole state- 


. Does fi 
a my 
Transportation 


money into the Treasury : 
to bond 


interest account............ $13, 931, 873 59 
to sinking fund... en ee 
Interest on Musee | 
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‘Transportation applied to sinking fund’’—ah, another item, it is 
greater than T thought—$3,863,608. So, instead of the total paid by 
** transportation’? being thirteen millions, it is over sixteen millions, 
nearly seventeen millions of dollars. That is the amount of the ex- 
orbitant charges made by this one corporation against you. Almostall 
of their credits seem to be created by charges against you at exorbitant 
rates for transportation. 

So it is proposed to make this imperial estate of railroads almost a 
direct gift to afew of your citizens. It seemed to be assuming that 
shape in former years, but now you are making it much more definite 
and effective by this proposed legislation. You are saying to this cor- 
poration, ‘‘ Notwithstanding the enormous sums you have already real- 
ized—unexampled estates—you shall have such an extension of time 
as that the transportation of the supplies for the Government, for which 
you will charge, according to former precedents, at a higher rate than 
other railways demand, you will in these seventy years more than extin- 
guish the enormous debt which you owe to the United States.’’ The 
great debt that created your wealth will be no burden to you. Now, 
Mr. Speaker, let us look for a moment at the profits of these companies. 
One of these corporations—the Union Pacific—mark yon, gentlemen, 
last year, as shown in the Commissioner’s report, made net earnings to 
the amount of $8,738, 407.05, and of that sum if you had only taken 50 
per cent. it would have gone far to meet the claims of the Government. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Is not that the net earnings of the whole 
system? 

Mr. HOLMAN. No, sir. I am talking about one road at a time. 
I do not intend to confuse things. I am now speaking of the Union 
Pacific. Fifty per cent. of the net earnings, as stated in this report, is 
more than $4,350,000. Is it not an easy thing for us to see that on the 
basis of even 50 per cent. if you require these corporations to pay on 
their net earnings you will realize at the end of the next twelve years 
a larger sum of money than you can realize under the system proposed 
by this bill, and with the large amount of property on which the Gov- 
ernment has a just claim, amounting to more than $144,600,000 above 
all liabilities, can any gentleman be apprehensive that this great debt 
will be lost, unless these corporations exercise the same control over us 
that they did when the act of 1864 was passed, the passage of which I 
very well remember. 

Take this other corporation, the Central Pacific. The net earnings 
of this company last year—of course they are now somewhat less— 
were $7,820,371.41, as stated in the report. 

Mr. CRISP. That is forthe whole system, is it not? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I speak of the Central Pacificroad. If theable gen- 
tleman at the head of the Bureau of Railroads has confounded branch 
roads (with which we have nothing todo) with the Central Pacific, I am 
not toblame. LIamsimply reading from his report. Fifty percent. on 

7,820,371.41—and if you should take even 60 per cent. it would be 
but just, if you should take the whole to meet the debt due the Gov- 
ernment no fair-minded man could complain; but even at 50 per cent. 
the arrangement would be far better than what is proposed by this biil, 
without reference to the misfortune of extending this enormous debt 
and the connection of the Government with these corporations during 
this longer period of seventy years. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. ThenI understand the gentleman to main- 
tain that the committee are mistaken both in their facts and in their 
conclusions. 

Mr. HOLMAN. All I have said is based on this public record of 
your Commissioner of Railroads. I have taken my figures from his re- 
port. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ilinois has now twenty-two 
minutes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I regret that this matter must be 
passed upon after so brief a discussion as has been permitted. The 
Committee on Pacific Railroads has already reported to this House for 
its favorable consideration a joint resolution introduced by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. RricHARDsON], authorizing the Secretary of 
the Interior to appoint a commission of three competent persons, whose 
duty it shall be to make a thorough and careful investigation of the 
affairs of the Pacific Railroads. The salary of each member of this 
commission is fixed at $3,000 per annum for the time during which the 
commission may be occupied, which would lead us to infer that it would 
take some time for this commission to complete the arduous labors 
which this joint resolution is designed toimpose upon them. The com- 
mittee in their report to the Hohse upon this resolution use the follow- 
ing language: 

The committee are of opinion that an examination should be made into the 
workings and financial management of the Pacific railroads that have received 
aid from the Government in bonds or lands, to aseertain whether they have ob- 
served alithe obligations imposed upon them by the laws under which they 
received such aid, or which have been since passed in reference thereto. 

In view of the vast interest the Government has in these railroads, and its 
liability for them, it is of the utmost importance that Congress shall know 
whether or not said obliga'ions have been and are being disregarded by said 
companies. It is, by the committee, deemed important that the system of keep- 
ing the books and accounts of the roads be also investigated. The committee 
have reasons to believe that their books are not so kept as to show properly 


their net earnings. It is important to ascertain if there have been diversions 
of the earnings of said aided roads to less productive unaided bran¢hes, orany 
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other wrongful or improper pu , and ifso, to what extent; and also whether 


or not there have been discriminations in rates in favor of unaided as against 
nided roads. Your committee are of opinion that considerable money is due to 
the United States from said railroads on account of mistaken or erroneous re- 
— settlements, or accounts made and rendered by them. Further, it is be- 
ieved that proceeds of the trust funds or lands loaned or granted them have 
been diverted from their lawful use. 


To the end that an investigation may be had enatng Gas ae evilsand 
irregularities, your committee are of opinion that the tary of the Interior 
should be clothed with power and have the necessary funds provided him with 
which to make such examination. 


The resolution providing for this commission appropriates, I believe, 
$30,000 for the purpose of paying the expenses of the commission. Now, 
I ask this committee and this House—I do not desire an answer now, 
but in the time of the gentlemen on the other side—of what avail is 
this investigation, what purpose is to be accomplished by it, unless it 
is to enlighten this House and the Senate upon just such a subject as 
that which we have now before us? 

Mr. DUNN. We desire to pass that resolution to-day as well as this 
bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I want the resolution passed; I am in favor of its 
passage; but are we going to pass the present bill, putting this question 
out of our hands for seventy years, and afterward institute this investi- 
gation into the affairs of these companies to ascertain whether they have 
complied with the law? 

Mr. DUNN rose. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have no time to yield. Let gentlemen answer 
in their own time. I want some gentleman to state why an investiga- 
tion of this sort should be instifuted after you have permanently dis- 

of this question by legislation. - 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. What assurance has the gentleman that 
the Senate will pass this bill if the House it? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Iassume that it will. Itnever fails to pass a good 
thing for the railroad companies. 

Mr. Speaker, we are told that this bill is to be of great advantage to 
the Government. In the reportsubmitted by the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. OUTHWAITE] it is shown that under this bill the rail- 
road companies embraced within its provisions will pay to the Govern- 
ment $3,757,496 a year for seventy years, at the end of which time the 
principal and interest of the indebtedness due by the railroad compa- 
nies to the United States will be liquidated. Now, is this a good ar- 
rangement forthe Government? That is the question before this House 
to-day. What is the present condition of things? The railroad com- 
panies covered by this bill owe the Government to-day $109,000,000. 
Are they able to ey it? Will they be able in the future to pay this 
sum? Does the Government need to go about looking for new securi- 
ties in order to make this indebtedness worth its par value? 

Mr. Speaker, what will be the condition of this country seventy years 
hence? What will it be at the end of eleven years when it is provided 
the first payment shall be made? 

Mr. DUNN. The first payment is to be made next year. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I am speaking of payments under the law with- 
out any further legislation. I maintain, sir, this is a good investment 
for the Government. In eleven years from now the population of this 


country will have increased millions, and that increased 
population will be settled pally upon the lines of these several 
railroads. Seventy years this time there will be 


200,- 
ea. limits of the United States; and the vast 
plains of the West, which are now little better in most places than a 
‘howling wilderness, ’’ will abound in wealth and be seats of empire 
eS communities. 

e Government, therefore, to my mind, has a good investment in 
these roads, and ought to hold on to it. I desire to recur fora moment 
to the time when in 1864 we held the first mortgage on these roads, 
and when Congress surrendered that first believing in so do- 
ing it was accomplishing a good thing in then helping these roads out 
of difficulty, thereby securing their -apid completion. We gave them 
that great advantage then, but I hope gentlemen will pause giving 
them now an advantage even greater than they had at that time. 

As I said before, Mr. Speaker, the present indebtedness of the Pacific 
railroads to the United States amounts to $109,000,000. This indebt- 
edness consists of bonds issued to the Pacific railroads drawing 6 per 
cent, interest, amounting to $64,623,512, and the balance of interest 
paid by the United States over and above the interest paid by the com- 
panies to the credit of the bonds and interestaccount. I that the 
railroad companies are able to pay this intebtedness and that the Gov- 
ernment has a security for it. It is worth its face in bonds draw- 
ing 3 per cent. interest. If so funded into bonds drawing 3 per cent. 
interest, the interest account would amount to $3,270,000 a year; and 
in seventy the companies would pay in interest at 

te of $228, 900,000. 








024,720. Subtracting from this sum the $228,900,000 which the ¢., 

ernment ‘vould receive as interest upon the present. indebtedie<: .. 
per cent., would leave a difference of $34,000,000; in other words .. 
der the present bill the companies would pay but $34,000,000 moro; 
seventy years in interest than they would if their present indebted... 
was funded at 3 per cent. — 

But at the end of seventy years, under the present bill, the en:;.. 
principal and interest would beextinguished. But by fanding the»... 
ent indebtedness at 3 per cent. the excess of interest would am a te 
but $34,000,000, while the whole amount of principal would ¢+j)| ,.. 
main unpaid. Therefore, deducting the $34,000,000 of excess of jy tor. 
est from the principal of $109,000,000, we would have left $75,009 ¢y 
of principal of the debt remaining unpaid and due the United State: 
Hence the advantage to the railroad companies in paying this inde}. 
edness in the manner provided in the pending bill amounts in rounq 
numbers to $75,000,000 as compared with the payment of their present 
indebtedness in the same length of time funded into bonds bearing 2 
per cent. interest. . 

In 1864, when the first lien of the Government was made a second 
lien, a great advantage was obtained by the railroad company. The 
action of Congress at that time has been severely condemned by the 
people of this country. But if this bill passes, even a much greate: 
advantage than ever attained heretofore will be obtained by the ruil. 
road companies. If we consider their indebtedness as worth its face 
and 3 per cent. interest, the advantage in the seventy years covered by 
this bill amounts, as I dave already said, to $75,000,000. The repre. 
sentatives of the people should consider well what they are doing. 
There is no necessity for this haste. Let us postpone consideration of 
this bill until December next, and in the mean time secure the investi- 
gation of the affairs of the railroad companies, which is provided for in 
the resolution to which I have already referred. Are we prepared to 
say, by an act of Congress, that the Pacific roads are entitled to a far- 
ther bounty of $75,000,000 from the Government ? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. It is $109,000,000 at a period not yet com- 
menced. 

Mr. SPRINGER. But the interest is accruing at the rate of 6 per 
cent. per annum on the $64,000,000 of bonds, and the railroad com- 
panies must pay it all back tous some timeor other. I maintain they 
are able to do so, and the future will show they can pay thisindel)tedness 

Now, what are these lines of railroads which owe this large indebted- 
ness to the United States? They are among the greatest of modem 
undertakings. That they are to be useless in the future is to deny th 
truth of all history and to close our eyes to all past experience. We 
must not forget the character of the country through which these roads 
run, or the fact that population increases in our country at the rate of 
more than a million of inhabitants every year. 

If we are to suppose these railroads in the future are to be profitabl: 
to those who own them, then rather than pass this bill let things re- 
main as they now are, or amend the Thurman act and secure our just 
and legal rights. Ifin eleven years these companies can not make protit- 
able arrangements with us, let us enforce the liens which we hold upou 
them by paying the prior liens, and we will own the entire property, 
solewthay Ganennd bole liens. But by this bill you put it out of the 

wer of the Government to deal with the subject for seventy yeas. 

ou place it out of the control of Congress to interfere with these com- 
panies, if they this sum annually, for seventy long years. | am 
not i ‘shat will be the condition of things seventy years hence 
I do not think I will be here; but, sir, when that time shall have come, 
I those who will then be in existence will turn back to the files! 
the CoNGRESSIONAL RECORD and see what good reason was given ‘or 
the passage of this bill. lin 

Mr. HOLMAN. Has my friend considered the fact that the Centra! 
Pacifie Railroad has been transferred by a long lease for nincty-uine 
years? 


Mr. HENLEY. For ninety-nine years, to a Kentucky corporation, 
taking it out of the jurisdiction of the courts of the different States 
‘ant which it passes, and the passage of this act would have the 
effect by Congress to relieve that company by that extraordinary trans- 
action. 


Mr. DUNN. No; the lien carries with it all the obligations the 
Central owes the Government. It is expressly so stipulated. 
Mr. HENLEY. It is the monetary obliga 


tions, not the govern- 

pee The object of that transfer was to get rid of the 

legal j of the courts there — 

. OUTHWAITE. Does the from California say they 

— a transfer of their property which would deprive the United 
States of any of its rights? 

- - Idonot say that. I do not know; 





but that is the 


claim of the : Se 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I do not know what the company claims, °° 
I know what the facts are. = 

Mr. SPRINGER. I am aware of the facts ted by the gentle 
men from Indiana and California; and I know in addition that this 
bill would simply give the Government an additional lien or marine 
upon the property. It takes possession of other property 


is already heavily 
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Mr. DUNN. Here is the value: We get the branch lines, the Gov- 
ernment now only having security on the trunk lines. ; 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do not dispute the fact we get this additional 
security, for I have just stated it; but we take the branch lines, with 
all of their liabilities and debts, and the great sums of money which the 
gentleman has cited here as coming into our possession are not assets 
atall, but debts and obligations of these companies; and in such a trans- 
action a8 this we are simply taking additional security subject to the 
liabilities and indebtedness which the companies have already assumed 
on these roads. Wetakea lien subject to an indebtedness equal to the 
ponded debt and capital of the roads. 

“Mr. DUNN. But the Union and Central now own these bonds. 

Mr.SPRINGER. Yes; but they are debts, not assets; we are to get 
their debts and hold them as additional security for the debts they owe, 
and that is all there is of it. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, before we deliberately pass a measure of this im- 

rtance, stretching over a vast period of time, we should stop at least 
oe enough to investigate the facts and understand what we are about 





todo. I would , for my own part, the postponement of this bill 
gotil the first Monday in December next, and in the mean time this 
commission could go on as proposed by the resolution to which I have 
referred, make investigation, and come in and submit their report 


to Congress, showing whether the present security is good or not, and 
whether we need additional branch lines and other bonded indebted- 
ness to make us secure. 

If they make their report, as I believe they will, that this is one of 
the richest in the world, then there will be no necessity for 
such legislation, because we will secure the debt we have against the 
company. They may report that the value of the property is in excess 
of the amount of the indebtedness of the roads, and that even if the 
Government debt is a second mortgage it is well secured and will bring 
its full value in all the markets of the world. If that be the report, 
then to-day we are guilty of a great breach of trust as the representa- 
tives of the people in giving the railroad companies the privileges and 
advantages which this bill would secure to them. It will give them 
an additional pecuniary advantage amounting to at least $75,000,000 
and not render any more secure the claim of the Government. 

in the interest of the people of this country who have been 
once before ee arn in the — of their friends in the allowance of 
a first to be put on thi as against their own, I plead 
Sos en een now allow a me ponte be passed which will put 
this great property out of our control for a period of seventy years. 


Let us gather all of the facts, and then in December, when we meet 
again and the report is laid before us, we may all be willing to agree 
that this bill should pass; but if, on the contrary, the facts submitted 


be such as I anticipate they will be, then we can intelligently say it 


ro 
is no necessity for such haste about it. It is eleven years be- 
fore this indebtedness is due, and consequently there is no need of 
pressing the matter the House in such hothaste. Let us wait 
and get a little more light. Let us get the results of this investiga- 
tion. Let us understand if we are really in extremis, as we are led to 
believe by the arguments which we have heard here to-day. For my- 
self, a I do not believe that the Government of the United 
this additional security. I believe all the pro- 
visions of this bill inure not to the benefit of the Government, 
but to the benefit of the railroad companies; and it certainly will be 
80 under this act. 

This vast and valuable property is subject to our lien. If it is not 
worth the lien then it is worthless to us, for we have to take it for bet- 
ter or worse, with all of its indebtedness, under this arrangement. If 
the indebtedness is secured and the railroad companies can pay it, then 
we do not need this, the alleged advantages of this bill. If our indebt- 
edness oa the other hand is not secured, if the roads are worthless, we 
can not get our money under any circumstances. The individual stock- 
holders are not coming forward as a mere matter of charity to help the 
Government out of its dilemma. 

They are going to run it as long as it proves to be profitable to them; 
when mba be be unprofitable to them they will give it up. So if 
it is and if this bill is passed, we will get it without the pas- 
sage of this bill, and we do not need the passage of the bill to enable us 


pay to-day. 
is not dealing with to-day. It is spreading itself over two 
and therefore there is no necessity for haste; but, 


legislate afterward, and not legislate first and then proceed to investi- 
Eto the railroads to ascertain their condition, their ability to pay, and 
value of the Government’s lien. A few months’ delay can not pos- 
sibly embarrass the Government or hazard any of our present advan- 
br But hasty action may prove to be detrimental to the interests 
the Government and bring upon us the just condemnation of the 


much time have I remaining? 
XVII——334 
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bad faith of the legislation of 1864 on this subject. 
from this stand 


some of the occurrences of the occasion. 
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The SPEAKER. 
Mr. SPRINGER. 


The gentleman has two minutes. 
I yield the remainder of the time to my colleague 


(Mr. Morrison]. 


Mr. MORRISON. The Union Pacific Railroad, or system of rail- 


roads, owes the United States more than a hundred millions of dollars, 
counting in the sixty-four millions of bonds guaranteed, which to all 
appearances we shall be compelled to pay. 
Thurman act to compel the road to keep its contract and save the Gov- 
ernment harmless, the amount of indebtedness to the Government con- 
tinues to increase. 
company, one in which the company or companies fall further short of 
their engagements each succeeding year. 


After one attempt by the 
In fact we have a hard bargain with the railroad 


This bill isintended to fund, extend the time of payment, and increase 


the security for the final payment of the debt guaranteed by the Gov- 
ernment. 
vote for it, and it may be m y own fault that I do not have that assurance, 
for I have confidence in both the intelligence and the purpose of the 
committee from which the bill comes, 


Were I assured the bill would accomplish its purpose I would 


The corporation, or men composing it, availed themselves of what 


turned out to be an enormous grant, built the road, squeezed all there 
was in it into their own pockets, in fact left it something of a wreck in 
the hands of men for the most part in no way responsible for the mon- 
strous frauds practiced by their predecessors on the Government and 
the people. 
left—to deal rightly with the situation as we find it. 


Our duty is now to make the most we can out of what is 


In the discussion much has been said of the bad bargain and alleged 
Well, sir, viewed 
int, it was a bad or hard bargain. If my colleague 
[Mr. SPRINGER] and the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. WEAVER] had 


been here then and as wise as they are now, twenty-two years later, they 
probably would not have been parties to its ratification. 
They talk as if they believed we had given away a first-mortgage lien 
upon a railroad. 
parties; yes, to any parties or anybody who would build a railroad to 
California and tie it fast onto the Union. 
tion put a spade in the ground or built any road. Two years afterward, 
and after we had tried in vain to obtain the building of the road under 
the first grant, it became apparent to all that the capital of the coun- 
try would not take the risk of the enterprise. 
the capital of the country will not stand second; if you, the representa- 
tives of the people, want the railroad built the Government must take 
the second place and the first risk. 


[Laughter]. 
Why, sir, in 1862 a grant had been made to certain 


Nobody under.that legisla- 


It substantially declared 


I remember, as the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] does, 
The gentlemen charged with 
legislation. then (the majority) were on the other side of the Hall. 
They were especially charged with or took to themselves the control of 
legislation affecting the conductof the war. They said from the other 
side, this grant has been made and offered to the capital of the coun- 
try and is yet unaccepted. Nobody will under this offer build a road 
to the Pacific Ocean. Is my time out, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I hope his time will be extergled. 

Mr. HAYDEN. I will give the gentleman three minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware of the fact that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts has any time to give. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Can notthe time be extended 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I ask unanimous consent that the gen- 
tleman from Illinois be permitted to proceed five minutes longer. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MORRISON. I think if any one will take the trouble to inspect 
the House Journal it will be found that many members were in doubt 
as to their votes and more declined to vote than voted for the law now 
criticised. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] voted no; I 
voted ay. I was just out of the Army,a Union man, and he professed 
to be [laughter], and I believe was. Then, as now, in California there 
was a bright, intelligent people, largely Southern men, with big brains 
and big hearts, whose sympathies and aspirations were with the South, 
and they desired to cast their fortunes with the South also. Men of 
the North wanted to tie them on to the North. Half way between us 
and California were a people alien to us in religion and in everything 
unfriendly. The question was presented, or believed to be presented, 
here, will we tie the people of California on with iron bands and bring 
them near to us, or take the risk, by refusing to do so, of allowing them 
to unite with the South, as many of their leading men desired to do? 

I agreed with those who wanted to bring them near to us by enabling 
us to get near to them, and as I remember, after some effort to get it 
amended, voted for it, and, as I always do, assume whatever responsi- 
bility belongs to me. [Applause.] At the time it appeared to me to 
be the right thing to do, and none of the wise critics of to-day know 
that it was not the right thing todo. Nearly all, I thinkall, my anti- 
war colleagues voted against the bill or did not vote at all. And at 
that time, while I believed I was tying on California (for the Pa- 
cific road bill was then a war measure), many of those who now regard 
that legislation as a betrayal of the people’s interests were beating about 
the bush and very uncertain on every public question of that time. 
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UNE 5, 
With the lights before us to-day it is a very easy thing to talk of grants Mr. HOLMAN. Does not the gentleman know that this ta})). 
to great corporations. The grant was an invitation to the capital of the | as follows 
country, an invitation to invest in what was believed to bea most haz- Mr. CRISP. I do not yield, Mr.Speaker. I have but five minuto.’ 
ardous enterprise, probably never to be undertaken by anybody, but | If the House will give me five minutes more I will yield to the vent 
of great national interest. The gentleman from Indiana or my col- | man. aaa 
league or the gentleman from Iowa was at liberty to invest in it. The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from Georcia 

I think if the gentleman from lowa [Mr. WEAVER] had been here he | pired. > 
might have voted as I did; perhaps not. Some of the best men in the Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I move that the time of the coy; ).. 
country voted against it, and some did not vote at all. The two dis- | man be extended for five minutes, and that the gentleman from I, - 
tinguished gentlemen from Pennsylvania [ Messrs. KELLEY and Ran- | [Mr. HoLMAN] also have five minutes. - 
DALL] were members at the time, but did not vote. Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I ask unanimous conse): 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Mr. Julianand Mr. English voted forit. | the gentleman from Georgia be allowed ten minutes more. 

Mr. MORRISON. Several of my colleagues from Illinois did not Mr. HENLEY. There will be no unanimous consent unless ;), 


vote, but I did. same privilege is given to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr jo; - 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. May I ask the gentleman a question? MAN]. 


Mr. MORRISON. Yes, sir. TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Henpersox | asks 
Mr.OUTHWAITE. My question is, whether it is not the fact that for | unanimous consent that five minutes’ additional time be allowed to tie 
years preceding that date the Government had been paying $7,200,000 


gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Crisp] and five minutes to the gente. 
for transportation from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and | man from Indiana [Mr. HotMAN]. Is there objection ? 


whether that has not been reduced more than one-half by the building Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I move to amend by makinv 
of this road ? it ten. , r 

Mr. MORRISON. ‘The gentleman is most likely correct, but I do Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point of order 
not know the facts. In fact, I did not then count things by dollars The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman will state it. 
[laughter] so much as in later years. Mr. THROCKMORTON, Under the order of the House the previ. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If the time has not expired I wish to ask my friend | ous question is ordered upon this bill at 4 o’clock to-day. 
& question. The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that this ex. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Illinois has one | tension of time, if granted, will extend the time under the order. [5 
minute left. there objection to the request of the gentleman from Iowa? 

Mr. HOLMAN. At the time the acts passed in 1864, had there not Mr. DOUGHERTY. I object. 
been a carcfal survey made of the route over which the road was to run Several MemBers. ‘ Withdraw the objection!”’ 
from the Pacific Ocean to the Mississippi River? Had not the charac-| TheSPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Florida [Mr. Doi «i- 
ter of the country become to be better known, and was it not under- | Entry] object? 
stood that the undertaking would not be so extraordinary or perilous Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I understand the objection is 
as in former years it had been supposed to be? And did not these facts | withdrawn. 
which I have here mentioned come to light soon after the passage of| Mr. HENLEY. What is the request? 
the act? The SPEAKER. The Chair has already stated the request. The 

Mr. MORRISON. Possibly, but that did not afford us any light | gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] has asked unanimous consent 
when the act was passed and when nothing was known here of any | that five minutes’ additional time be given to the gentleman from Geor- 
survey. ‘The question was presented: ‘‘ Gentlemen will you build this | gia and five minutes to the gentleman from Indiana. 
railroad to the Pacific? Will you take the risk, or will you leave it Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I sought to amend that propo- 
unbuilt?’’ That was all the light we had. sition so as to allow ten minutes to each gentleman. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The corporation had been formed? Mr. HENLEY. Five minutes are enough; I have no objection to 

Mr. MORRISON. Yes; corporators were in the act of 1862, and | five minutes on each side. 
there was, I think, an organization, a paper organization; no road; and The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas asks wnaninous 
I have heard and believe that whatever survey was made was not by | consent that ten minutes—— 
the corporation or men who afterward built the road. Mr. THROCKMORTON. I object. 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I should be content but for the state- Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. I withdraw the proposi- 
ments of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] and the gentle- | tion. 
man from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] to leave this argument wholly to The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, five minutes wil! be al- 
others; but I propose to assume the full responsibility for the part I | lowed to each of the gentlemen named, and the time for taking the 
have taken in this matter, and I propose that those two gentlemen shall | vote will be extended accordingly. The Chair hears no objection 
assume before the country their proper responsibility for the representa- Mr. HOLMAN (to Mr. Crisp). Now go ahead and occupy your 
tions they have madehere. The distinguished gentleman from Indiana | time. 

[Mr. HoLMAN] read from the of the Secretary of the Interior. Mr. CRISP. If the gentleman from Indiana desires now to wake 
He is in the habit of examining and the statement he made was | his explanation I would be glad to have him do so. 

calculated to mislead this House. I have before me the identical docu- Mr. HOLMAN. I have five minutes, and will answer the gentie- 
ment used by him. On it I find marks that refer to the figures to which | man when he is through. 

he called attention. Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa (to Mr. Crisp). You can reserve two 

In the book, in connection with the figures, in connection with the | or three minutes of your time. rE. 
identical statements from which the gentieman read, areclear and dis-| Mr. CRISP. I will try to see that I have time for a reply, if neces- 
tinct refutations of what he has said here. He stated to you that the 
assets of the Union Pacific Railway Company were two hundred and 
fifty million and odd dollars, when there was included in that state- 
ment the unsubsidized lines, to which we have no claim and on which 
we have no lien. ‘There are 2,687 miles of line of that sort. 

The gentleman stated that the net earnings of the Union Pacific 
Railway were $8,738,407.55, when the very same book, in the very 
same connection—— 

Mr. HOLMAN. What page? 

Mr. CRISP. Page 597. The very next page after that from which 
the gentleman read shows that the net earnings of that company, 
within the meaning of the Thurman act, were $4,540,880. 62. 

3 HENDERSON, of Iowa. That is not marked, is it? [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. CRISP. That is not marked, but I am ing it now for the 
benefit of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN]}. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman point to the page that he re- 
fers to? 

Mr. CRISP. It is page 597, the one following that from which the 
distinguished gentieman from Indiana read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman present in his speech the whole 
of that table? 

Mr. CRISP. I present here a refutation of the statement of the 
gentleman from Indiana. And mark, I called the gentleman’s atten- 
tion to it at the time, and so did thegentleman from Ohio [Mr. OurH- 
WAITE}]. We told him that the figures he was giving were not the net 
earnings within the meaning of the Thurman act. 


is 






















that 
tAaAL 


sary. 

Mr. Speaker, the figures which I have quoted in the hearing of the 
House are in the report. They were and they are before the gentle- 
man from Indiana, and while there is a statement in this report that 
the net earnings were as he says $8,738,407.55, the same statement 
shows further on that the net earnings within the meaning of the Thur- 
man act, so far as this Government has anything to do with the ques 
tion, wereabout halfofthatsum. Now why did the gentleman mai 
that statement ? 

As to the Central Pacific Railroad Company, the gentleman from /n- 
diana said the net earnings were $7,820,371.41. That is marked in 
the book, but when it comes to the net earnings within the meaning 
of the Thurman act—the earnings of the subsidized lines, not tho- 
vast lines designated on the map by red lines, but the subsidized !ines 
indicated by the black lines—when it comes to the net earnings w''''" 
the meaning of the Thurman act the amount is $1,212,526. 45. 

And thisis the distinguished that is posing in this House as 
the friend of the people, when he is seeking by statements of that 1! 
to keep this House from endeavoring to collect the just debts duet! 
Government! I to him, sir, and I say to the distinguished gent!~- 
man = (Mr. een Se they may not, with my com- 
sent, pose as the friends of Treasury, when by resorting (0 
such means as that they are endeavoring to prevent those who are lion’ 
estly the friends of the Government from collecting what is just!y ''* 
due. Those gentlemen can not, by seeking to excite prejudices in re'- 
erence to the past acts of these corporations, blind the eyes of busine» 
men to the present facts. 








1886. 





{ reserve the minute and a half that I have remaining until the gen- 
.tleman from Indiana gets through. 
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By virtue of the leave granted me by the House I append the fol- | Interest on funde i debt ad. aa ine... - — oa 
lowing tables, taken from the report of Commissioner of Railroads, em- | United States subsidy bonds ed, 39. 512 00 
braced in the report of the Secretary of th\ Interior made November Interest on United States subsidy y 121, ORs Os 
1, 1885, showing the net earnings of the Uni\n and Cental Pacific Rail- — PEFR OED ic nnseveneers 575, 000 6 
Accounts payable 1,516, 833 380 
» ds on the subsidized and unsubsidized li\es together and also on | Pay-ro}ls and vouchers... 2 242 076 88 
the subsidized lines alone, under the rule established by the Thurman | Div ne unpaid ssenncenseees 72, 665 52 
act of 1878; the first beginning on page 594 of report of Secretary of Conea bene We And UNPAid. .......4...---nre0+reseeeee oe ms 
Interior and ending on page 597, the second beginning on page 604 and | iavineoianaiipeliie 
ending on page 606 of said report: NE pin alalalistaccsececcemtenmetnsemnensooseninn 164, 686, 247 33 
Capital stocks.....ccccccsccece 60, 868,500 09 
The indebtedness of the Union Pacific Railway Company (including the Kan- | . — 
sas Pacific) to the United States, June 30, 1885, is as follows: | Total stoc i del 25, 5M, 747 38 
Principal .....000+ ececeseensceccesoss . $83,539,512 00 } ae ‘ 
Acerued interest... 3, 111, 024 94 | Cost of road and fixtures. Son $159, 092, 996 62 
| Fuel, material, and stores on hand......... svcvscaesepesecsnocensescoscouecs 16 
IRIs itl dihnts uncochonnctnsecaundtnentneotoeredeccceeuecss cxve.eecovees $63, 651,436 94 | Cash on hand........ , 1,21 
Company’s stoc ks and bonds owned DY COMPANY. ......cce.0+ 
CREDIT. Sinking funds in hands of trustees............... 
a3 : seit sills and accounts receivable................... 3 
Transportation performed and money paid into the Treasury: Bonds and stocks of other companies, cos i), 956, 237 24 
Tansee applied to bond and interest ac- $13, 931,873 59 Miscellaneous investment ...........cc0e.cs000:sresereceseeesnsees ipnnitjeiodind 604, 631 25 
one aeeereseneeeeceeenerseeseesenes serscereseceesseseeserescererees v, S10 0 Interest repaid the United Sts tates for tr: anspol III si ccetcsrsieenniieaninisil 8,041,817 37 
cash raviseni applied to bond ‘and interest ac- ons 102 00 Due from the United States for trans portation. ae 
COUDL...+« a nneeee tenets ceseeeree $008 tee eee er eeene *e ado, 102 Land contracts and land ec ash. ea 
Transportation applied to sinking ‘fund.. 2 3, 873, 664 08 Advances payable in bonds and s tock a 
Cash payments to sink: Sei hccnesseces . 1,421,714 46 Sinking funds in United States Treasury 3,760, 100 00 
Interest on sinking-fund investments.............000+ 226, 965 20 ann htt 
IE ini tiitsivrensinictentecetntininiinatinanttilingminnnawinimnanannantetiniiticdaialiiian 252, 041,633 65 
Total .....06 i etisitlinckciiaildinengeemeshininnncaddiiicbntsttinncmnnne: iT S0® 22 ———— 
_—— | Surplus, including land sales ...........:00..0 26, 486, 886 27 
Balance in favor of the aes States, et not —_ until maturity 3 
of principal, 1805-"99......0000...csccccccccssssssscessecovecesesescssesesescssesesseess 48,914,056 62 | Surplus, excluding land sales.......... 9, 827,444 81 
Comparative statement of the carnings and expenses of the Union Pacific Railway Company. 
Difference. 
| Year ending Yearending |— — 
June 30, 1855. June 30, 1884. Faeueemh or i ct —— 
decrease. ai cent 
EARNINGS. 
$3, 975,078 64 $4, 448,517 76 | Decrease 10. 64 
12,001,597 34 12,568,348 27 | Decrease. 93 4.51 
665,419 90 677, 384 02 | Decrease.. 11,964 12 1.62 
598, 887 78 693,731 13 | Decrease.. 04, 843 35 13. 67 
595, 747 82 630,526 49 | Decrease.... 34,778 67 | 
17, 836, 731 48 19, O18, 507 67 | Decrease. 1,181,776 19 6. m1 
Conducting transportation. 2, 849,029 50 | Decrease..... 110, 570 53 3. 89 
Maintenance of way.......... 2,023, 203 33 | Decrease.....! 78, 829 75 3.89 
Motive power ........... 3, 603, 637 07 | Decrease..... 970, 477 68 6. 93 
Maintenance of cars........... 878, 857 93 | Decrease..... 221, 642 70 25. 22 
General expenses and taxes ...........00.0.eceeeee . 938, 880 02 | Increase..... 186, 236 74 19. 8&3 
FE tet cneiestccovcsseec sees 10, 293 , 607 85 | Decrease... 1, 195, 283 92 ; 1. 61 
Net earningS........0.0.....+.++s ecntinecsdniees i etpecinn tibia tubintitnshais <oesigtiy Redes benbecrieeceiouh cosovesteserseots 8, 738, 407 55 "8 724, 899 82 Increase baie 13, 507 73 0.15 
Average miles operated. ......... eoeseee obeveesenvesces ocbeede Cateve cesses scceoessseses edrccecee seneeseeverertoccee iy 1, 832. 18 1, 824. 26 | Increase ee 7.92 0. 43 
SINT ntcconunccinionistasiliecsddeneqn neneiursiens teatununceesiintiters eoscnees $10, 425 32 | Decrease... $69007| 6.66 
Expenses per mile ........... eabeoee eaten isiiamebenon stbene paoskibeden clinbbdigabeeen 5,642 62 | Decrease.... 676 77 | 11.99 
Net earnings per mile......... Soaeddeldilatsknaecdcursepccvecuasedl Sébbia TT A calewtbaeteaesae isanlissstes 4,782 70 Decrease we 13 30 0. 27 
Percentage of expenses to earnings................ aihcinsissechauatabddiiandh: epeekereumecrvencesbreesvereeee 54.12 | Decrease. 3.11. 5.74 
Union Pacific Railroad. 
Peat. Bo S| i " wr ”— 2.8 | er he 7 
Passengers. | Reg Freight. z = 
Number of ntlgieemneniesiontges | ges | 2 2 .: é 
* esr Carried one Hb | Gross Carried ox Z Bi = 
| ow . © | x arrie nc Senne ransinis © ee 
i Number. anita, |Grossreceipts.| 2 2% | Sanna, lie Gross receipt 2S s s 
ice Bag ic ean iS ee | |< oe “ = ” 
| Cents. i Cents.;| Miles. Miles. 
1870 1,038. 68 142,623 | 74,917,335 | $3,818,627 55) 5.10 vee} 71,779,106 | $3,058,514 71 | 26 525 
BE ics ais nasessscsseess-«veccces 1, 038. 68 130,561 73, 994, 927 3, 123,510 08 4.22 |... | 134,205,887 | 3,629, 488 94 | 568 
1BT2 ....orscpesensessseseescosenesssseorencssceneeees} 1, 088. 68 165,688 | 80,663,871 | 3,370,312 41 | 4.18) vel 178,145,755 | 4, 768,419 07 8 tice 
SEED cccidiiaditinedenirwem rievsteenscscecees]  1,00068 174,994 | 95,709,054 | 3,887,204 48/ 4.06 223, 361, 542 | 5, 516, 907 58 547 453 
184... werccccccecocccoocon ces 1, 088. 68 183,877 | 105, 138,205 3, 952, 858 55 3.76 | 262,238,837 | 5,664,731 33 6 | at 
SOUN sscshialidiiidasiisidibilndsccsncecrescsnerend, 1, 080.63 209,831 | 132,591,343 4, 346,014 00 3.28 501,410 | 269,414,989 | 6,641,512 00 | 65,2 537 
1876... catilieisniteginied. Aare 202,648 | 128,082,924 4,307,602 00} 3.36 629,947 | 292,002,076 | 7,304,123 00 632 464 
— £2. Se 185,691 | 107, 883,371 3, 599, 756 00 3.34 716,112 | 334,644,870 | 7,597,681 00 58h 467 
ScbeEsbebiteibiersewhsetenieesiccceens| 1,088.68 188, 315 96, 304, 250 3, 150, 409 00 3.27 844,019 | 366, 014, 080 %, 295, 878 00 | Bil 434 
CEP enti DilblAdibidiccesdecitarereecscesey 2, ORR,08 207,020 | 100,151,148 | 3,207,91000|} 3.20 992,836 | 436, O54, 149 | 8,602,414 00 484 439 
SU didiidaiiblantiniclinsntwssinmemcnind’ 2,800. 78 839,374 | 161,890,901 5, 405, 125 GO BEE incnbcnignsctivens | 660,472,084 | 13,617,024 67 1%3 , 
Titian wceiEiRselis. esgiameccccteeed Ag OD 807,141 | 153,570,005 | 5,181,571 39 | 3.34 | 2,065,030] 783, a1 ,084| 15,559,528 00 | 166 | 379 
EE Eiiscibticndicsoossis's. sssvoseesef 3,880.99 981,420} 157,527,336 5, 197,769 96 3.30| 2,101,635 | 732,791. O4 | 13,905,489 63 | 161 | 349 
BO a csciscstasteessensseesnceeenseseesseens} 1,800.27 | 1,135,983] 148,953,839 | 4,650,116 16 | 3.13 | 2,826,071 | 705,781,630 | 14,268,291 31 | 2. 131 | 20 
UBBA... .....cccsessesensesesoresseveevervessvenseeree] 1,800.27 | 1,266,209] 142,692,631} 4,212,507 12] 2.95 2,970,311 | 749,020, 218 | 11, 630, 310 63 1.56 3 252 
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UNION PACIFIC RAILWAY, UNION DIVISION. Pere BOF CO a cecntitatcctecitn case sr ctestnnpscetqnecorecven » 16 
Blatement of 2 per cent. of the net earnings as ascertained under the act of May Deduct amount of transportation for 1684, as abov re nm G 
7, 1878, for the year ending December 31, 1884. Remainder, cash, or additional payment required by law.... 280. ¢ 0 I 
EARNINGS. === 
United States : APPLICATION. 
GREED. coceeatoenacisnediteedabalantiemenpibaiiliiitt $94,479 24 One-half transportation services on aided line............. $382,779 82 
ne novccerenevenrencnscocssncoctemnesoomnmencosereanes ane Cash payment, 5 per cent. of net earnings..................... 227,044 03 
“Na o20s 00000000 00000s8 509000 secceeecooosoeers 
Express pocsusne csceiibubeisbpaeilinvemtenmmnintneminecsontia Total to credit of bond and interest account........................ 609.8 
Telegraph......... seven telinnlljisindiedamndtadanndiati a Cash payne transportation services on aided line............ 382,779 83 
———_ $765, 559 — at Gadltartiindine of $850,000 named in 
Commercial : aetieb 4of act of May 7, 1878, payable into the 
IED ccvicsveveecrevivkedvcebsisiadididinadiay tities CS I ao scnsccntsvecerttgteenntisccrsstenubiinbes iepaiebiteben 142,616 48 
SPU Dahibthiieeciocorementovens 
ON  rittadietanceees Total to credit of sinking-fund account... or 
Company freigh onmene 
Oar service.. Twenty-five per cent. of net carnings..... TT 
Rent of building 
Miscellaneous....... Cash, or additional payment required by law......... ........ a iiaiaes 369,650 51 
11, 809,533 79 
; ; 2 The indebtedness of the Central Pacific Railroad Company (includ the 
ee UT w P ute) tothe United States, June 30, 1885, is as follows : su 
Conducting transportation 1, 982,917 94 5 8] 
Maintenance of way 832,552 15 a 
Motive power .. 1, 983, 313 21 . 56,319, 165 gs) 
Maintenance of cars enceseteons 529, 944 92 
General expenses and taxes....... ~. 749,928 14 CREDIT. 
_—_——_ Transportation formed and money paid into the Treasury 
Total operating expenses and taxe .............cccccsecceneeess saeeeeees $6, 028, 656 36 | Transportation applied to bond and interest account... $5, 143, 552 31 
Interest paid on first-mortgage bonds, having p — - lien over Cash payment applied to bond and ee 648, 271 96 
those of the United States....... ; a «.-» 1,631,010 00 | Transportation applied to sinking fund... evcoree ©2198, 912 55 
New construction (see statemen "$106, 784 02 Cash payments to sin TS os 633, 992 48 
New equipment (see statement) .............. . 7 Interest on sinking-fund investments 7 210, 558 83 
Total expenses under act of May 7, 1878..............sccccsssseseessenes 





Balance in favor of the _—— eens, yas not due — maturity: 


Net carnings 80 ascertained........00.-sssscsseseersescsvererersesseseseeseese povectee of principal, 1895-"99......... ioe eee 47,488,877 68 


Cuppa statement of earnings and expenses of the Central Pacific Railroad Company. 







































i Difference. 
Horas | Horeraas — 
une une 380, i 
| wane at Amount. a 
EARNINGS. | 
Eoenge. Pe a ee pecciommenenaney senenenl $795,917 06 10, 41 
Dnatartbl cate ssisdostasensocsecsenshenecnsintibcianediiiaaiedandaiiedamaidsd no elated dinalaabbiaananlbiacenancanal 1,441,088 13 10.25 
EE Rat i RARER ARE ES de selects saiieideniasanl 27, 386 67 4.76 
Express... acc con snenee cosces covesecsnonocssoeeneenesee oo eocceveccocceces: ooessee 2,556 0 ; 0, 82 
DenAINANOTED  :cssexcenccvcccunviseniheindibdienabiabeladaabnaeaaal aseesenseuvesseesseces eccnsve: a —_ 332, 802 87 31.88 
EXPENSES, i : 
Conducting aepepentetion — pmrecssascananipodiinindiepsces nauosnadibands adhagibaenenesccrsndasee conenemmupunsunt 162, 029 05 5, 82 
Maintenance of way... . 867, 436 50 1.9 
Motive powet..........0..++ eo 153,008 66 3.99 
Maintenance Of CArs.. .......00..sessssssersssseseneeeseesetseeenensceees 102,977 28 14.01 
General expenses GRE CORNED cxinitenmtitenctanstagaitichtbeadacicied 1,333,565 50 23.10 
ORD i inncnssisnrnvcisitasnscriatb nailed ett ta ticectitei vemnseseveerns| 18,219,093 66 | wee «2,619,111 96 | 16.58 
—=—=—=——eoooaeasSsSSS eS le eee ee = 
Wid. 0thiRcnuemsewhemenpremmienindils epiernrecnietadioen seveeesesssssensnverseees| 7 820,871 41 | 7,801,010 16 | Increase...... 19,361 25 0.35 
—————————— SS _ SS 
Average miles operated......csx.sccssssssssssssewsneseeees sonia aiiahaeclelsigilin 2, 856 07 | - 8,008 68 | Decrease .. M761 4.91 
Se ST —_— ———SS 
Barbera Per UAB ve cccesqeesscecsnssbeemennnstneee nespimnemmnmneeiiniin sueqpevesascensuees qeeperecosoeccosenouncenss 7,366 57 4%, 870 08 Decrease ..... 503 51 6.40 
BRRPOMGED POP GBENC...00000 00 crsnrernnapeenenssone vocten cence - ccenen sbennscuanipeeeipndntneansee ons venegmpuancensepupibannpennns 4,623 42 5, 272 93 | Decrease ..... 644 51 12. 22 
Wad cnpenlengs POR BNI... ..<arccsccssstenaese canis csontnpestesoretpecnneenisilinnimnntanrmmaiiiiieadniniatinbe | 2,738 15 2,507 15 | Increase...... 141 00 5.43 
— ES es ee | = —— 
ceisler eal earliness ccs rns censiectc hase saeco rennin stmapaieceeiaienatnas naa | 62 83 66 99 Decrease ..... 416 6.22 
| 
Central Pacifie Railroad 
os i racist oe 
Passengers Freight. ae 
2 2 
Years i EE es 
one Carried one oo5 . 
Number mile ‘sees te Croton mile. Gross receipts. = a 2 
Cents. Miles 
992. 07 |....... coves} oconveccoeseroe $3,581,506 18 442, BOD | n.crccccrscesesseceee| $8,282,479 25 j....00000---)- 
1,04. 84 wecessatioaniiessinisrecscsce] | Game ae cvcccsegsecsesestfencossseecsosce seccee 4, 653, 811 75 |......-.--- 
1,176.41 |....0cc00 ceeeeeee] 106, 120,000 4,065, 210 00 3.83 948,114 | 190,510,000 6, 967,444 58 3.66 an 
1, 254. 48 |...ccccerseesereee] 120, 858, 000 4,418,417 42 3.66 941,000 | 248,793,000 7, 462, 894 92 3.60 |. =64 
1, 265.97 | .cccccsseveeee | 184,318,000 | 4,723,866 94 | 3.52 | 1,029,000 | 280,395,000; 7,986,89192 |) 2.85 aia 
1, BAD. 28 |... .ncccceeeeeeee| 168,836, 000 5,509, 369 32 3.27 | 1,096,000 | 316,593,000 9, 938, 303 58 3.14 |.. as 
1,423.94 | 5,772,659 | 172,689,000 5,589, 304 43 8.24 | 1,284,000 | 363,460,000 | 10,773,618 34 2.96 a 
1,905.95 | 6,275,979 | 181,715,000 5, 483,704 35 3.02 | 1,415,000 | 363,542,000 | 10,095,349 87 2.78 =19 
2,118.74 | 6,978,183 | 178,773,325 5, 204, 913 07 2.96 | 1,787,786 | 392,281,710 | 10,802,276 40 2.75 ai 
2,325.25 | 6,808,479 | 180,779,711 4,919, 254 63 2.72 | 1,864,335 | 392,950,000 | 10,934,573 39 2.78 1 
2,492.26 | 6,707,345 | 191,415,400 5, 819,794 23 8.04 | 2,140,879 | 565,063,768 | 13,245,857 79 2.34 266 
2,707.00 | 7,082,366} 218,117,760 | 6,692,823 27 | 3.07 | 2,757,193 | 783,285,889) 15,842,139 01 | 2.14 4 
3,111.81 | 7,688,514 | 255,824,363 7,474,216 12 2.92 | 3,109,697 | 902,981,309 | 16,302,882 72 1.81 ss 
2,996 33 | 8,542,583 | 291,109,508 | 7,945,826 07 | 2.73 | 2,883,941 | 775,976,492 | 14,992,96994) 1.92 4 
2,796.83 | 8,773,853 | 275,084,110 | 7,226,57094| 2.63 | 2,868,410 | 664,507,819 | 13,043,034 27 | 1.96 - 
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Statement of 2 per cent. of the net earnings, as ascertained under the act of May 7, 1878, for the year ending December 31, 1884. 
CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 












2 ea teeta eterno a sch eth diedaaiemen 
EARNINGS, | EXPENSES. 
Conducting transportation........................ $688,732 16 
- 908,604 84 Maintenance of way - a 
. -» 75,334 49 ee ae cilshinnieseienas- 
Mall .cccorccsvecvcsecrsecsseesssecersessesserscereeeseree S04, 285 87 Maintenance Of CAars...............-ccceeseesceseeeee 263, 495 98 
78, 225 20 i General expenses and taxes...................... 1, 181, 645 52 


Total operating expenses and taxes............... . 4,416, 624 22 
Interest paid on first-mortgage bonds having priority 
of lien over those of the United States...................... 1,671, 630 00 


aT .. 883,743 
————6, 822, 555 47 





Commercial: | caine 


Total expenses under act of May 7, 1878 6, 088, 254 22 








TT ccntiniadensenrercnnnaneenceaseeveseenese ae $7,300, 780 67 | Netearnings so ascertained ............ oo... .cccccccececcseceeceerestevecensens secsesee 1,212,526 45 





. a — 





Mr. HOLMAN. Let ussee now whois correct. Let this public docu- | penses of the Union Pacific Railway Company’’—the Union Pacific 
ment speak the truth, and let us see whether gentlemen who thought | Railway Company. Let us see now who should apologize to the 
proper to applaud a discourteous statement did an honorable thing. I | House. 

1 have this record from which I read before me— the report of the Comparative statement of carnings and expenses of the Union Pacific Rail- 
Commissioner of Railroads. There is first the statement (page 592) | Way Company. 

that the Union Pacific road is composed of the Union Pacific, Kansas Every word and figure of this table shall go into my remarks unless 
Pacific, and the Denver Pacific Railway and Telegraph Company. | objection is made. 

Gentlemen are aware that these are portions of the Union Pacific sys- Here is the table (page 595, Executive Document 1, part 5, first ses- 
tem. Then there isa ‘‘ a comparative statement of earnings and ex- ! sion Forty-ninth Congress): 


Comparative statement of the earnings and expenses of the Union Pacific Railway Company. 


Difference. 
| Year ending Year ending cae . 


‘ sf 8 
June 30, 1885. June 30,1884, | Increase or ‘siieaaa en 


decrease. cente 








EARNINGS. 


$3, 975,078 64 $4, 448,517 76 | Decrease.... $473,439 12 | 10.64 
12,001,597 34| 12,568,348 27 | Decrease... 566,750 93} 4.51 

665,419 90 | 677,384 02 | Decrease... 11,964.12} 1.62 
598, 887 78 | 693,731 13 | Decrease..... 94,843 35 | 13.67 
595,747 $2 | 630,526 49 | Decrease.... 34,778 67 | 5.51 


| 
\ 
} 























ee os cid cetlindsctudnen dabononsduthosenenveusie <soneesnssedebdene tanveese.cos cose 17, 836,731 48 19, 018,507 67 | Decrease.... 1,181,776 19 6.21 
EXPENSES. 

ia cae cdl hak caguliabesé Ghenceccecisvecdnncestsobesdueenssoseerese scocegeosececes 2,738, 458 97 | 2, 849,029 50 | Decrease..... 110,570 08 | 3,29 

Maintenance of way.......... oe 1, 944, 373 58 | 2,023, 203 33 | Decrease... 78, 829 75 | 3. 89 







Motive power............ 2, 633, 159 39 | 3, 603, 637 07 | Decrease.....| 970,477 63 | 26,93 
RD 5 LLLE. , .nsuvocoss cnbbonddcebovbdestenonessdbecsssecncenesccsess 657, 215 23 | 878, 857 93 | Decrease.... 221,642 70 | 25.22 
Se NE SOD ai cectitebivedeciectteettecsetess socece ses scrctececeattevodotnconesneseetse cocce coseee sooee 1,125, 116 76 938, 880 02 | Increase......| 186, 236 74 29, 83 


I estnnetln. actedhpacncnccyecposeceincesteeetubeocceneses cose bs on ccodoscssonsouncrenee tecsoqnee cccoes cesses 9,098, 323 93 10, 293, 607 85 | Decrease.....| 1,195, 283 92 11.61 


TR i iinet coves nionceccovenseens letidiaieien le adele cated ais 8,738,407 55 


= — = SSS: = = 


8,724,899 82 | Increase...... 13,507 73 | 0.15 


























I ——————————————————e 
piled ade eld hace cnsnts cmmntedbddiiabédesins coves cocnsesancopeunmunatiniod 1,832 18 1,824 26 | Increaze..... 7% 0.43 
$9,735 25| $10,425 32 | Decrease... $690 07| 6.66 
4,965 85 5,642 U2 | Decrease..... 676 77} 11.99 
4,769 40 4,782 70 | Decrease... 13 30 0.27 


ees 2 - 





Percentage of expenses to earnings .........<.:<es-v:s0se+s-rsesessssesessneseessseeessnesesneseeneseseenvees soe 51. 01 54.12 | Decrease... 8.11 | 5.74 





Comparative statement of earnings and expenses of the Central Pacifie Railroad Company. 








Difference. 
Year ending Vearending ~- - — 
June 30, 1885. June 30, 1884. oe | 
i - inno Amount. Per 
| ecrease. | cent. 
on dentin iii 


PO cinliticsisplibtiistercnecesce 12,618,307 53 | 14,059,395 66 | Decrease... 1,441,088 13} 10.25 
cnnniiaiaetiitaddiitaainesvececese 548, 399 16 | 575,785 83 | Decrease... 27,386 67 4.76 
fabieenatdasteeccosemssescseee sal 308,074 10 | 310,630 11 | Decrease... 2,556 O1 | 1,82 
Sai intncendevinncccsccussovincasussescnvesbeusbececeseeocecesentecececeussee ccneene eee costs osececevoseoenedh 710, 885 54 | 1, 043,688 41 | Decrease... 332, 802 87 3 88 








| 

a csicaseceeeeocinrconncsenestevensiontsvaccomenenstbocieee $6, 853,798 74 | $7,649,715 80 | Decrease.... $795. 917 06 10. 41 
| 
| 

















21,039, 465 07 23,639,215 81 | Decrease.... 2,599,750 74 16 99 














} 
82,789 18 | Decrease.... 162,029 05 | 5. 82 


2,620, 760 13 2,7 f 
7,712,327 11 | Decrease... 867,536 50 31.99 


1, 844,790 GL 
a 3, 684, 464 61 3,837,468 27 | Decrease... 153, 008. 66 3.99 
Maintenance of cars ................--+ ween spin ecichtiniialntennsticeeciiceleaiiniinaiaa 631,873 20 | 734, 850 48 | Decrease... 102,977 28 | 14.01 
General expenses and taxes ...............00.secesescesseseeessesesssceeeeeseseneeesenees poisiniianidincnatiie’ iukegtans 4, 437,205 11 | 5,770,770 61 | Decrease.... 1,333,565 50} 23.10 








RES a eelGiinninocesinivn<nruesenscueiibtestanindi | 13,219,003 66 | 15,838,205 65 | Decrease....! 2,619,111 99! 16,58 














————S SoS Oe | ee —————_—<$<—<—_—_—_—_—_—_————— 
ios erscssees nocasecsbeshcbesev veces scaresberensenssnenveccccsescccvccesseseenesteqmeel, - ‘Sq MR, S72 41 | 7,801,010 16 | Increase..... 19,361 25 | 0.25 





——— = ei 











I .scnascenstaenatnctibnwntncmeccsers mooie 2,856.07 | ‘8, 008.68 | Decrease..... 147.61 | 4.91 
RES SERS: oS 6 aah ee Ss 7.3 7,870 08 | Decrease.....| 503 51 6.40 


Expenses per mile coosnsmscvsecsecennnnegesnnnsenegvsneseanessunesqetestsuneennsevnsensssneveseeeemeesssetnt 628 42 | 5,272 98 | Decrease.....) 64451 | 12.22 
a _nasasenorrnesseonserenecnnes ss aesiemeoaaaaiaaiaaiibianiiois sl 2,738 15 | 2,597 15 


























—S = == SoS ee 
Percentage of expenses to earmimge.......-ccccoescsves-vsssesnvesseeeessssvesssuvensvesnnunesenenseeneesesnueneeeee | 62. 83 | 66.99 | Decrease... 4.16) 6.2 
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Then follows a statement of “net earnings, average per mile;’’ 
‘* earnings per mile;’’ ‘‘expenses per mile;’’ ‘‘net earnings per mile; ”’ 
‘*nercentage of expenses and earningy.”’ 

Mr. DUNN. ‘That includesall the unsubsidized lines—— 

Mr. HOLMAN. It embraces what I have read. 

Mr. DUNN. Over 3,000 miles. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It embraces what I have read—‘“‘ comparative state- 
ment of earnings and expenses of the Union Pacific Railway Com- 
pany;’’ and it gives the earnings asI have readthem. No gentleman 
who has this document before him can fail to see that this display of 
passion was not the result apparently of a fair controversy over aques- 
tion of what a public record states. 

Turning farther, here is 2 comparative statement of the earnings of 
the Central Pacific Railroad and the Western Pacific, both subsidized 
roads under the name of the Central Pacific, net earnings $7,820,371.41; 
“‘earnings per mile;’’ ‘‘expenses per mile;’’ ‘‘ percentage of expenses 
of earnings.’’ ‘There are the tables, gentlemen. 

There are the tables; and if the gentleman can point out an error in 
the statement made by your public officers let him do it. 

I publish the whole of the tables, and the country will see what the 
truth is. 

Mr. CRISP. The gentleman may publish it. I ask nothing better 
than an appeal to the country on a question of this sort. I tell you, 
Mr. Speaker, in a business body like this, so far as I am concerned, in 
every judgment I make I seek to be guided by business principles. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. How much time have I left? 

The SPE i. Thirty minutes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask to put in both of the tables. 

Mr. CRISP. I ask to put in both of the tables. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I ask by unanimous consent that leave be 
granted to all gentlemen on either side of the House who may wish to 
do so to print remarks in the REcorpD on this bill. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


| the officers of the Treasury gave such a construction to the act of 1864 th 


The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and it isso ordered. | 


Mr. DOUGHERTY. It seems to me they are undertaking to dis- 
pose of a very important measure. 

The SP. R. Thegentleman from Texas [Mr. THROCKMORTON } 
has yielded the floor to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Wrenrr]. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. I move the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York has the floor. 

Mr. WEBER. Mr. Speaker, the relations of the Pacific railroads 
with the Government of the United States come down to us as legis- 
lative legacies of former Congresses, out of which have grown burdens 
and liabilities increasing in weight with time, until now some addi- 
tional legislation seems absolutely necessary to es the probability 
of a total wreck of the interests of the involved. 

In the consideration of such ve measures present conditions 
and future relief are subjects more profitable for discussion and will be 


more fruitful of results than denunciations of these tions for past 
transgressions, richly deserving of such denunciations they areas 
I believe. The experience of the past, however, should be drawn upon 


for present guidance, and in view of such additional aid our action now 
wili not receive the charitable consideration that was invoked and ac- 
corded to our predecessors, who with an enterprise looked upon 
by many as visionary and im le. 

HISTORY OF PACIFIC RAILROAD LEGISLATION. 


For a brief history of Pacific railroad legislation I quote from the re- 
port of the committee as follows: 


On the Ist day of July, 1862, Con pared “An act to aid in the construction 
of a railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, 
and to secure to the Government the use of the same for , and 


other purposes,” by which and bonds were gran to certain 
therein mentioned, to aid in their construction. By section 6 of said act it was 
provided “ that the condition that said com- 


_— 4 aforesaid are made upon 
pany shall pay said ds at maturity, &c.,and all compensation for services 
rendered for the Government shall be applied to the payment of said bonds and 
interest until the whole amount is fly paid. Said company may also pay the 
United States, wholly or in part, in the same or other arene notes, or 
other evidences of oS sae the United States, to be at par; and 
after said road is comp) , until said bonds and interest are paid, at least 5 per 
cent. foe earnings of said road shall also annually be applied to the pay- 
ment thereof. 

The grant in lands and bonds was doubled b act of July 2, 1864, and many 
other powers given the —eeencnes was to place a 
upon their railroads — in amount to the oaute in bonds foe by the Gov- 
ernment,and prior in lien to the lien heretofore held by the ment. (See 
section 10, act of 1864.) 

. . e 

It is evident that when the 
was for them to provide out of their 
fell due, and also to provide a 5 per cent, sinking 
principal at the end of twenty 
stated the floor of Congress, rr 

transportation 


then g paid out for 
which be carried by the — 
the interest on the subsidy bonds, 


~ 
Vv; 
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said about interest; from which we might reasonably conclude that there « 
a fixed determination to have the interest paid from time to time. if it to...) 
the compensation to do it, but a willingness to remit one-half, so far asthe|..- 
themeclves were concerned, leaving the Sper cent. to take care of them 
” A a a 


After the bonds were received by the roads, and transportation conn 
only retained one-half the compensation for any purpose, and the 5 per mr 
netearnings. It was found that thissum was wholly inadequate ao - 
interest which the Government had to pay out semi-annually for the ro, 
by an act of March 3, 1873, afterwards carried into section 5260 of the 
Statutes, Congress again directed that the Secretary of the Treasury wi 
“all payments to any railroad company,and its assigns, on account of frei 
or transportation over theirrespective roads of any kind, to the amount of ,... 
ments made by the United States for interest — bonds of the United sia. 
issued to any such company, and which shall not have been reimbursed. toor: |, 
with the 5 per cent. of net earnings due and unapplied as provided by law.” an 
then provided for suit to be brought by any company for transportation, wjic), 
is Ny a declaration by Congress that the whole should be retained a. 
applied, if itcan legally be done, to the a of interest. After the passage 
of this act the officers of the Treasury withheld al! payments from the roads. 
the accounts mentioned and thera to the payment of interest mnti] Mav 
7,1878, when Congress passed what is known as the “Thurman sinking-fyn)) 
act.” We regret to say this act,in financial results, has not fully met the ex. 
pectations of its authors, for it was not then foreseen that the 6,5, and 4 percent 
Government bonds might be called in and extended at a lower rate. But it es. 
tablished one most important point—the control of the Government ocr thes 
companies. 

















GOVERNMENT GRANTS. 
By this we find that the grants under the first act, which by reason 
of wonderful developments are about through the agencies 
created by governmental grants, raised them to that princely degree we 
know them to be now, but not realized then, yet were insufiicient to 
induce capital to invest in the undertaking, and the enterprise Jan- 
guished until the passage ef the amendatory acts of 1864 doubling the 
land grants, reducing the application ofcompensation for governmental 
transportation to one-half, and permitting a mortgageof equal amount 
to the subsidy of the Government to be placed ahead of it as the first 
lien upon the road. 
GOVERNMENT TRANSPORTATION COMPENSATIO? 

As is stated in the report of the committee, it was believed that one- 
half of the charges for the transportation of the mails and Government 
supplies, which, according to the report of the Secretary of War made 
in March, 1862, averaged for the five years previous, for the transporta- 
tion of mails, troops, and munitions of war between the Atlantic and 
Pacific coasts and intermediate points, $7,309,341 annually, would be 
sufficient to repay the interest on the subsidy bonds, and the 5 per cent 
would wipe out the principal before maturity; but the building of the 
roads immediately reduced the cost of transportation to insignificant 
figures in comparison with previous cost. 

LITIGATION BETWEEN THE COMPANIES AND THE GOVERNMENI 

Various questions have arisen resulting in litigation between the cor- 
porations and the United States, the most important of which, as to 
whether the companies were obliged to pay the interest upon the bonds 
until the maturity of the principal, was decided by the Supreme Court 
in favor of the railroads and against the Government. 

THURMAN ACT OF 1878, 

Following this came the Thurman act, from which so much was ex- 
pected, and which in financial results, as stated in the report, has not 
yielded according to the expectation of its authors. Underits provisions 
the Union Pacific Company paid to the Government for the year end- 
ing December 31, 1885, the sum of $1,184,053.05, while the amount 
actually paid by the Government for this company for that period was 
$2,012,370.72, showing a deficiency in the interestaccount of $328,517.07 
for one year. 

Brief extracts from the report of the committee will enable us to 
reach an understanding of the situation as it now confronts us: 

The act of May 7, 1878, was expected to keep down the indebtedness of the 
roads, but it has failed todo so. The unpaid interest accounts have continued 
to increase from year to year, and will continue to do so until tle maturity of 
the subsidy bonds. The total debt amounts now to $109,249,527.62. This is an 
enormous debt, increasing more than $1,500,000a year, and will mature in about 


twelve years, for the Re ment of which no vision is being made by the com- 
that they y. : — beateun, possibly — ee 

Saale: ee ghts against su IGIZeC : roads. 
deat hile « — of the large roads upon which the lien exists are 
declining, w: upon several of the branch 


not subject to the lien the 
are increasing. Whether this is at the expense of the former isan u»- 
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“ How far it may be to the interest of the owners and controllers of the Uso 

and Central Pacific to bu roads, surround and cut off the trade legiti- 

to the ee increases in the West 
and Ww and thereby render these lines useful only to their syste™> 
and to them, ean only be determined by their present conduc! 
If they are strangling thom now, it is not without a and we may expect 
a this t of this istoendanger the final ps\- 
ment of the debt whic 1 soon be due the Government.” 

e ‘ 


- w * ae 7“ 
The Canada Pacific must interfere to some extent with their transcont 


hereafter. 
The Northern Pacific haa withdrawn from these lines a large proportion ©" 
Washington, and Montana. The A eand Pacific, ass 

directly for the trade of San Francisco, Central Califor, 


for the trade of Southern Californis. 
alarge pro- 
of the — — 

all of traffic purposely om 

Gera ceP es ncePacettoed nna any toss nosy 


and nat- 


same roads seriously impairs the earnins* of 











tee the levyi f tage of net i 
u © levying of a percen of net earnings. 
Your committee has ieeciewe come to the conclusion that the best interests 
of the regard for the interests of the stockholders, thou- 
sands of whom have pur their stock since the year 1878, and of the com- 
munities through which the roads run, requires that some method be devised 
ET en be secured the certain payment of all the money 
it has 
of payment 
The 


RELATIONS OF THE RAILWAY COMPANY TO THE GOVERNMENT. 


thereon in fixed semi-annual amounts be arranged for. * 


‘. 


The salient feature in the relations of the Union Pacific to the Government is | 


that the road is a debtor to the Government to a very large amount, the debt 
being secured only by 2 second mortgage upon a portion of the property of the 
company. Under these circumstances there has grown up an uneasiness on 
the part of ongress lest the debt to the United States might be finally lost, and 
has had with a view to prevent that result. 

the had so far seems admitted upon all sides to have failed of 
its object and to have brought about a state of affairs which calls for carly ac- 
tion 


For some years Secretary of the Treasury, every Commissioner of Rail- 
and every of Government directors, has reported%to Congress that 

the act, under conditions changed since its 

up in comparative idleness large sums of money, to the mutual loss and injury 

oF debtor and creditor. = 


cs 
As matters now stand, the debt of the road is 


se te a 
growing larger from year to 








| 


Name of railway. 





WHAT IS BEST NOW TO Do? 
And this brings us to the consideration of what is best now to do. 
amount of the debt is over $109,000,000, which, under ex- 
isting conditions, is increasing about $1,600,000 yearly; and yet the 
are seemingly acting in compliance with the law. The ques- 
itself, why do not the yields under the Thurman act cor- 
increase to the increase of percentage of the net earnings as 
And I know of no a ae that any 
upon a percentage of earnings of a business in 
kept by one of the partners (and this in effect 
telationship existing law between the Government and 
these corporations), in which freight tariffs between the main lines and 
branches over which there is no governmental lien are arranged and 
the different who yet have a common interest, 
result must be to place the largest benefits to the credit 
of the represented interests at the expense of the unrepresented interest, 


thesearrangements means the Government of the United States. 
And upon this point the Government directors in their last report 


{ 


Fai 


PAYMENTS BASED ON NET EARNINGS. 


Under the existing laws the annual pa ts by the railway company to the 


Government are made to a net earnings of the company. The 
expression “ net earnings” so indefinite and vague that partics adversely in- 
terested will rarely agree upona definition without the decision of a court upon 


ts are liable to arise by year. F 
that in any new legislation the amount of the an- 
definitely fixed sum, to be paid absolutely, without 
een gromcsnnines, or anyesntingsney whatever; and, when 
made ene eet ane upon — come 4 - 
company imposed to protect the annual net earnings shou 
the company may be unembarrassed in the use of its credit. As 
of vital importance to the company,and to the Government 
company shall not be left behind by its rivals 
lines,and in securing or keeping 
It can only do this by being as free as its rivals 
contingencies may arise. 


should remain paramount and unaf- 
wnlertans condition the company should be 


possessed by railroad companies to de- 
all things pertinent to its business at its own 
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yment of this enormous debt at least doubtful under any | 


tothe Pacific Railroads, and that the immediate commencement | 


t board of Government directors, all of whom were ap- | 
i year of 1885, in their report of Jannary 30, 1886, 


ge, is yearly locking | 
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year,and the time of its matu 









s not far distant. The unceriain attitude 
and intentions of the Gov it are calculated to impair the credit of the 
company and not only hamper it in efforts to secure its present and future busi- 
ness on a safe foundation, but even, in case of a serious financial crisis, to 
threaten grave present disaste 
This is So clear and so simple that no argument seems necessary to enforce it. 
The Government is the principal creditor of the company, and has power to 
precipitate it into bankruptcy should it choose to exercise it. To let matters 
alone is practically to exercise the power, for every year that a settlement is 
postponed the position of the company is weakened. 
The course of the Governtnent should be that which any practical business 
} man would pursue with a private debtor in a similar situation. 
Iie would first estimate lly the value of the debtor’s busin 


iby 
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ess, and de- 





cide whether it was such tit could reasonably be expected to pay off the 
debt, if extended and m: to fall due in installments. 
if satisfied that it could, the creditor, while maintaining his lien upon the 
property, would promptly make whatever announcements and arrangements 
might be necessary to establish the general credit of the debtor in his busi- 
ness, and enable him to extend it, and put it upon the firmest foundation pos- 
sible, 
And in estimating what extension of time could be given, and what install- 
| ments should be paid, a prudent business man would allow some margin for 
possible fluctuations in business, as well as a reasonable support for the debtor, 
to assure a faithful and competent management of the business. 
Itis for Congress to apply these principles to the case of the Union Pacifie 
road, 


The following table will exhibit the status of the account with each 
of these roads June 30, 1885, taken from the public-debt statement and 
| report of the Commissioner of Railroads for 1885. 
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' committee to believe that the amounts required can be met without 
endangering their ability to make and continue the payments of interest 
and finally extinguish the principal of the indebtedness. 

The question may arise: Can not we safely insist upon larger pay- 
ments? Can we not amend the Thurman act by simply changing the 
requirements of the Government and increase the percentage from 25 
to 40 or 50, or even 75 percent.? The objection to this has already 
been generally stated. ‘The increase from 5 to 25 per cent. has failed 
to satisfactorily swell the resalts. 

THE EXISTING PLAN IS DEFECTIVE. 

The plan is defective, the system is at fault, and the financial results 
are 2 failure as the figures prove. To be sure, this same feature or plan 
will be continued in a more stringent form by making the percentage 
40 instead of as now 25 per cent., if the companies refuse to accept the 
provisions of this bill, should it become law. But as their acceptance 
is necessary to the change this seems to be the only policy, defective 
though it be, that can be pursued. It is an alternative which I hope 
will not be forced upon us, but if it is, I venture to predict that the ob- 
ject for which we are striving, namely, the payment of current interest 
and ultimate extinction of the debt, will not be materially advaneed. 

Why not, then, it may be asked, adopt the substantial features of the 
committee’s bill, that of extension, but reduce the time so that the 
payments will be larger and the end be sooner reached ? 

QUESTION OF THE TIME OF EXTENSION. 

In the matter of time there are several features to consider. It 
will perhaps be admitted that wisdom dictates that the governmental 
demands should not be crowded to the extreme of the present earning 
ability of these roads. As stated in the report, the competition of the 
Northern Pacific, the Atlantic and Pacific, and the Southern Pacific 
has already seriously impaired the earning capacity of the subsidized 
roads, while the-Canadian Pacific will undoubtedly soon interfere with 
their transcontinental traflic. 

STOCKHOLDERS’ INTERESTS. 

But back of all this are the interests of the stockholders, which we 
are bound to consider, from selfish motives if no other. ‘The question 
arises, what concern have we in the stockholders? Their rights and 
interests are behind those of the Government. For the stockholders 
per se we need have no care. The cry that the stock has been largely 
transferred to innocent and honest holders, who have invested their 
moneys in good faith, since the dishonest manipulators have unloaded 
at enormous and ill-gotten profits, need not move us a particle, nor need 
the widows-and-orphans dodge appeal to our sympathies. That isa 
bulwark behind which many a soulless, merciless, and plundering cor- 
poration has sought shelter and protection from outraged public senti- 
ment. Business investments recognize no such distinctions. Speculat- 
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ive enterprises distribute the burdens and the hazard to the 
amounts involved, irrespective of sexorage. But this fact remains, that 
the management of these corporations continues in the hands of directors 
chosen by the stockholders. Reduce the returns to the stockholders to 
nothing and their interest in the management of the roads will keep 
pace. Impose burdens which will prevent dividends or destroy the ex- 
pectation of dividends for half a century and the price of such stock will 
be butnominal. It will become the prey of stock-jobbers and the foot- 
ball of Wall street. Its value will consist chiefly in the control of its 
management. The money that there will be in such management will 
be the measure and criterion of the worth of itsstock. The result would 
be reckless and corrupt management under askinning process, inability 
to meet governmental requirements, and the ultimate transfer of owner- 
ship to the United States, which I assume is a result above all others 
to be deplored and avoided. 

Hence the interests of the stockholders, good, bad, and indifferent, 
80 far as they impair or advance the interests of the Government, are 
properly objects of our solicitade and no further. 

And in this view we are ably sustained by Senator Thurman, who 
stated, when reporting his act— 
that the committee had recognized the fact that it is for the interest not only of 
the companies but of the country that the public and the stockholders should 


receive some reasonable dividends, because where roads pay dividends thcy are 
always better managed than where they pay none. 


EXTENSION OF TIME. 


The extension of the time for the money payments already made and 
hereafter required to be made by the United States in accordance with 
existing obligations, with the methods of carrying into effect the plan 
upon which such extension is based, are set out in detail in the report 
of the committee. 

In substance it amounts to this: The present actual indebtedness is 
first ascertained. Into this calculation enters all of the moneys paid 
and to be paid by the United States. This includes the difference be- 
tween the 6 per cent. rate of interest until maturity of the bonds for 
which the Government is holden and the 3 per cent. interest which 
the companies will be required to pay hereafter. From this is deducted 
the sums already paid by the companies. This t indebtedness 
so arrived at is divided into one hundred and forty semi-annual parts. 
To each part is added the interest on the sums remaining unpaid from 
half-year to half-year until the final extinguishment of debt. 

This is the practical outcome of the transaction and its substantial 
effect, although the details of the arrangement are changed so as to 
distribute the strain upon the companies equally over the term and 
within their probable earning abilities. By making the payments uni- 
form throughout the term the first half will not reach the figures of 
equal installments of principal and interest on unpaid sums added, 
while the latter half will exceed in the same proportion, and thus 
produce equality and fairness between the Government and the com- 
panies. To illustrate this without going through the entire mass of 
figures I take the case of the Union Pacific company and the present 
worth of its indebtedness, as shown in the report, which I assume to 
be correct: 


The figures of present indebtedness are $52,897,885.55, divided into one hundred 
O06 Testy CERT BOHED ...cccorcscecnseapecqpemveeoeguginbeeresineensenmenainennenineme , 842 00 
Add 8 per cent. interest, six months, on principal............ccccserssreeeee 23 
Total payment first six MODES ..............ccescceseeseseseeseessernereners 1,171,310 23 
Payment required by the proposed plaw.......cc.cccsscscecsseerereranseeeeseres 908, 617 03 


Which deficiency each six months would grow less, and finally develop 
into a surplus, growing each half-year, and exactly peventrosrer, forte the 
deficiencies of the early payments, the last payment, for instance, fur- 
nishing an excess of $514,439.77. The fixed payment of $903,617.03 
semi-annaally is supposed to be the product of an exact equalization of 
the payments, upon one hundred and forty semi-annual install- 
ments, one of which, with interest on the sums remaining from time to 
time unpaid, being paid each half-year. These results of figures have 
been demonstrated, and furnished to the committee by expert official 
accountants, and I assume that they are correct. 
ADDITIONAL SECURITY. 

Section 2 of the proposed act provides that the statutory lien and se- 
curity now existing shall remain, and in addition be extended to cover 
all stocks, bonds, or securities of every kind or description, and all 
ee or —- a weties yp Sn a eepee » fran- 
chises, telegraph lines, ro tures, property of ev 
kind and description. iepiieee if this wascomprehensive 
to reach everything, and if 
committee would be glad to include it. Now, as it has been claimed 
that this additional security amounts to nothing, let us examine the 
facts and see if that beso. On page 139 of the last report of the Union 
Pacific Company the following statement shows: 


This would show a deficiency Of........0...000s.scesveesseeeseceeossonsesens 


Number of miles of Union Pacific Railroad Company... 1,832 
Number of miles of its bramehs Limes. ....4.:.<.<escceerssaenarsesserensrreennercnenesenee 3, 308 
Debt per mile, irrespective of stock, on the Union Pacific 
Debt respective of stock, on branch lines............ 
Total fixed for the year ending September 30, 1885, mile, 

for the Union iflc Railroad Ce ee wevwsee 9,477 67 
Bane Gar Gis BENE TMG... sic. -..cssccsnsiasthasnaseuiensdbitoantinabusesil eoeee 562 43 


The debt of the Union Pacific Railroad Company ahead of the Gov. 
ernment per mile is more than twice that of the branch lines. 

The branch lines have grown in mileage until they are nearly double 
that of the trunk or main line. The limbs have outgrown tie bod y 
and over the limbs we have now no controlling power. It may becomes 
financially cheaper for the Union Pacific Company to form a new com. 
pany, build another main line, and abandon the old one to the tender 
mercies of the first-mortgage bondholders and the Government of the 
United States. Those two liens are in the neighborhood of $40,000 per 
mile, and this statement, with the possible outcome of a failure on the 
part of the Government to fasten its g:asp on the entire system, to my 
mind gives to the additional security its chief value. 

The opinions of the Government directors on the value of the branch 
lines is interesting: 

BRANCH LINES, 

The directors can not emphasize too strongly the value to the Union Pacific of 

its oar or brancb-line system asa whole. Some of the lines, it is true, are 


injudiciously located and in themselves are only operated ataloss. But as feed. 
ers to the main line all have a value which does not appear on their own bal- 


ance-sheets. 
In fact, without them the main line would to-day be a bankrupt property. 
OTHER FEATURES. 

The same section gives to the companies the right to use and dispose 
of their property or assets in the ordinary, proper, and lawful course of 
their current business. 

With regard to this privilege, I desire to say for myself, inasmuch 
as it is realized that the settlement of these vast financial transactions 
extending so far into the future will be adjudged wise or unwise by 
those who come after us according to the degree of success attained, 
there seems to be attached to this permission a defect, which the com- 
mittee, in the general features of its plan, have sought to avoid—that 
is, the uncertainties or contingencies depending upon the correctness of 
company books or statements, and the necessity of governmental super- 
vision of their transactions, which at best must be comparatively su- 
perficial. Butthere seems to be no way to avoid the objections without 
paralyzing the ability of the corporations upon which depends the pay- 
ment of the indebtedness to the Government. We might tighten the 
grip, and in so doing e the subject, which, should it ever fall 
into the ion of the Government, I venture to predict, will prove 
to be a b trunk, furnishing rich pickings for official favorites in 
the endeavor to keep the surplus of the Treasury circulating as life- 
blood in a decaying corpse. 

But this privilege we find they now enjoy under existing law, and the 
committee have added that it shal! not be exercised in violation or dim- 
inution of the security and lien of the Government, requiring also re- 
ports of such transactions to be made within thirty days to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Then, again, they are permitted to extend the payment of or refund 
the indebtedness now prior to thatof the Government. This privilege 
I apprehend now exists underand by virtue of the act of March, 1873, 
but the committee limits the rate of interest to 4 per cent. per annum 
instead of 6 per cent. as now being paid. This limitation would pre- 
vent the if so disposed, from extending these bonds on long 
time ata high rate of interest and disposing of them to favored par- 
ties. This also reduces the amount of interest on bonds paramount to 
those of the Government, and which must first be paid, and in such 
protection of its own interests the Government necessarily protects to 
that degree the interests of the stockholders. 

Other sections provide that nothing is to be paid by the Government 
for or on account of ion services until the installment next 
maturing shall have been paid, as well as matured debts and interest 
secured by a paramount lien. 

Failure for six months to meet the payments as required makes the 
whole indebtedness due and payable, and all the rights and securities 
of the United States shall be thereupon enforced. 


ADDITIONAL PROTECTION TO THE INTERESTS OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


Section 10 embraces the last of the important features of the bill and 
deserves careful consideration. It seeks to provide a remedy for the 
ion of the interests of the Government which does not now exist, 

ight be cut off. ; 
Under existing law, if foreclosure of the mortgage prior to the lien 
of the Government is brought about by intentional or unavoidable de- 
fault in interest payments the Government has not the power of an or- 
di second mortgagee to bid in or force up the bidding on the prop- 
on, wenains authority to do so does not now exist, This pro- 
vests such power in the President of the United States 
opinion it shall be deemed necessary to use it in the 
of the interests and the preservation of the security of the 
nited of its lien, mortgage, or other interest in any 
of the property of these aps mem upon which there exists liens or 1n- 
to of the Government. It enables the 
off such prior incumbrance and col- 
within twelve months, or upon fail- 
ure of the companies to make such t their whole indebted- 
ness to the United States shall become due and payable, and all its 
rights shall thereupon be enforced. ‘The exercise of this power rests 

entirely upon the opinion and discretion of the President. 
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adds no new liability to the Government, but creates| Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I have no authority from the committee, 


so titional safeguard to prevent total loss in consequence of the fore- 
closure of the prior liens. 
RECAPITULATION. 
This, in substance, comprises the salient features of the bill. The 
fature nate approve of it as the wisest measure to have adopted, 
but with collective wisdom of this House to perfect its details and 


pe tte oe 6 wonld: coon an if some logis. | 


zs tt be effected which will justify the committee in their as- 
the claim that this bill presents the basis of a plan that 
promises the collection of the le’s money by a simple, sensible, 
and practical business-like m In its substantial points it is in 
harmony, I believe, with the views of the Railroad Commissioner, the 
Government directors, the Secretary of the Interior, and of a unani- 
mous committee. It og | increases the existing requirements of 
annual payments into the United States ; requires the pay- 
ment of over $40,000,000 before the debt and interest are due and pay- 
able according to the Supreme Court decision; enables us to foreclose 
at any time after a six months’ default, instead of being compelled to 
wait until 1898, according to the existing law; avoids the necessity of 
supervision of the bookkeeping system of the companies, at which I 
have no doubt the Government has been and would hereafter be beaten; 
wipes out @ partnership relation between the Government and the 
tions, where the profits seem to have gone to the companies and 
the losses to the Government; and brings down our business transac- 
tions with them to the simpler basis of debtor and creditor, adding no 
new liability to the Government, releasing no security now in hand, 
extending our lien over everything the railroads own, and which, 
whether much or little be added, embraces everything they have. 
CONCLUSION. 

If the desire be to chastise these corporations for past transgressions 
I might er ee to any plan tending in that direction 
the execution of w will not punish the Government the more. If 
the desire be to secure the repayment of advances made and to be made 
out of the public Treasury, then we must adopt a plan other than that 
based upon existing laws, for that has been tried and found wanting. 
If, however, the desire be to secure governmental control and owner- 
ship of these roads, then indeed it is entirely consistent to oppose this 
bill, oppose all mn involving changes; but the cost of such a 
step should be considered and not buried in an avalanche of de- 
nanciation for past misdeeds, and which will likely result in a total 
governmental expenditure of nearly $200,000,000. I object to the 
cost and am ies the policy of governmental ownership and man- 
agement of 

In conclusion, I trust that in this bill the legal meshes have been 
drawn close enough to —— the corporations from slipping through, 

or this I leave upon others of the committee— 
except one, besides myself. 

I know this of law, that it is good to let alone, and that litigation is 
aluxury the poor can not afford and the rich do not enjoy, even so 
wealthy a client as the Government of the United States. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I yield to my colleague [Mr. OUTHWAITE] 
for the purpose of enabling him to offer an amendment which he has 
been instructed by the committee to present. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I desire to offer an amendment to the second 
section, authorized by the committee, and which provides that instead 
of the companies having authority to refund or extend their debt when 
it becomes due, they may refund or extend it before it becomes due, 
80 that the sooner it can be refunded at a low rate of interest, 4 per 
cent., the sooner the Government security will be extended, and so that 
the company will be able to take advantage of any favorable turn in 
the money market before the debt becomes due. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
by striking ont the word “ balance,” in section 2, line 37; the words 


may be unable te pay when the same shall become due according to 
of said section,” ines 39, 40, and 41; and the words “such bal- 


line 
was to. 
Speaker, by unanimous consent the previous ques- 


this bill at 4 o’elock to day. 
time was extended by unanimous consent for 


fell 
i 


g 
j 


having arrived, I ask that the vote be now 
and I think the committee are willing, that the 
postponed until Monday, when we shall have a fuller 


- HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I wish to submit an amendment be- 
the taken. 


—_ 
. The i uestion has been ordered by the unani- 
action of the House. ; ; 


Esty 
i 
i 


i 


am 
be 


Tt 


7 


a 


# ;?? so as to makeitread: ‘' 


? 


i 
f 
i 


Fifty per cent. 


it occupant of the chair was absent at 
the House was made, and does not know 


bv 
! 
if 


en: 










I want to amend section 8, line 7, by striking out 


but speaking for myself, I have no objection at all to making the pro- 
portion 50 per cent., none in the world. 
thatthe previous question should beconsidered as ordered upon the pas- 
sage of this bill at 4 o’clock to-day. 


But, Mr. Speaker, it was agreed 


The SPEAKER. Not uponits passage; upon ordering the bill to be 
and read a third time. 


Mr. CRISP. Very well. Now, for myself, I am perfectly willing 


to have a vote upon the amendment which the gentleman trom Indiana 
[Mr. HoLMAN] propos 


poses. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Amend section 8, line 7, by striking out the word “forty” and inserting the 


wore “ fifty;’’ making the clause read “so failing, from and after the lst day of 
July, 1886, 50 per cent. of their annual net earnings,”’ &c. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, is it in order now to move to post- 


pone the further consideration of this bill until the first Monday in 
December next ? 


The SPEAKER. As soon as the operation of the previous question 


has been exhausted that motion will be in order. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Then I give notice that I shall make that motion. 
Mr. CRISP. And I give notice, Mr. Speaker, that I shall ask the 


House to order the previous question on the passage of the bill. 


The SPEAKER. Even then a motion to recommit will be in order. 
Mr. CRISP. Yes; but not a motion to postpone. 

The amendment offered by Mr. HOLMAN was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on ordering this bill to be 


engrossed and read a third time. 


The question was taken; and the Speaker declared that the ayes 


seemed to have it. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa, called for a division, but withdrew the call, 


saying, ‘‘I will take it on the final passage of the bill.”’ 


Several members renewed the call for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 75, noes 40. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. No quorum, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The point being made that no quorum has voted, 


the Chair will appoint the gentleman from Florida, Mr. DoUGHERTY, 
and the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Crisp, to act as tellers. 


Mr. HENLEY. 


I move that the House do now adjourn. 
Mr. SPRINGER. 


I ask the gentleman to withdraw that motion for 


a moment. 


Several MEMBERS. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
facilitate business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is insisted upon. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then we will have an adjournment. 

Mr. CRISP. I hope the House will hear the proposition of the gen- 


** Regular order !”’ 
I wast to make a proposition which I think will 


tleman from Illinois. 


The SPEAKER. That is not in the control of the Chair when gen- 


tlemen demand the regular order. 


The question was taken on the motion to adjourn; and there were— 
ayes 58, noes 79. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, if the House will allow me I will say in 
behalf of the committee that we know the time from now until 5 o’clock 
can be consumed, and therefore we do not propose to engage in any 
contest about it. Wemake no objection to the House adjourning now, 
but give notice that on next Tuesday, under the special order which we 
already have, we shall ask the House to vote on this bill. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Illinois insist upon the 
demand for the yeas and nays? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I insist wpon my demand unless gentlemen will 
agree to let this bill rest and take up the resolution providing for an 


investigation. Let us take that up and pass it; I am sure we can pass 
it without objection. 

Mr. CRISP. I have no objection to that. 

The SPEAKER. Is the motion to adjourn withdrawn? 


Mr. HENLEY. No, sir; I do not withdraw the motion. 

The SPEAKER. Is the demand for the yeas and nays insisted 
upon ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw the demand. 

The SPEAKER. Upon this motion the ayes are 58 and the noes 
are 79; so the House refuses to adjourn. 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope that the gentleman will withdraw that 
motion in order that we may take up and consider the resolution or- 
dering an investigation. 

Mr. CRISP. If there is no objection to the consideration of the reso- 
lution at this time I wil! yield for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. If the bill now under consideration be laid aside, 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Crisp], under the order of the House, 
has a right to call up the resolution. 

Mr. CRISP. I call up that resolution. 

Mr. HENLEY. I insist upon the motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. | That motion has been lost; the Chair has already 
announced that it was lost. 
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Mr. HENLEY. I demand the yeas and nays upon the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair distinctly asked whether the demand 
for the yeas and mays was insisted upon, and the gentleman from IIli- 
nois [ Mr. SPRINGER], who made the demand, said that it was not in- 
sisted upon; whereupon the Chair announeed the result of the vote— | 
ayes 58, noes 79, and declared the motion lost. 

The gentleman from Georgia now calls up for consideration —— 

Mr. CRISP. On consultatien with the committee I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. I make the point of order that the House has 
just voted down that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Florida makes the point of 
order that, no intervening business havi ing transpired, the motion to ad- 
journ isnot inorder. The Chair cman the point of order. 

Mr. DOUGHERTY. What is before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia has called upa reso- 
lution which the Clerk will read. 

Mr. CRISP. On further consultation with the committee I decline 
to call up the resolution at this time. 

Mr. PAYSON. I rise to aparliamentaryinguiry. If the Housead- 
journs without final disposition of the matter now under consideration, 
will it come up as a special order on Tuesday ? 

The SPEAKER. It will come up as a specialorder on any day that 
the committee desire to call it up not otherwise set ns butof course 
the question of consideration can be raised against it 

Mr. PAYSON. Under the rules, is the question ‘of order just pro- 
pounded such intervening business as authorizes the motion to adjourn 
to be now made? 

The SPEAKER. That is not business of the House; it is simply a 
question addressed to the Chair. 

Mr. STEELE. I move that aie House take a recess until 10 o’clock 
and 59 minutes a. en 

Mr. REAGAN. +a question been ordered? 

The SPEAKER. m has oo ordered upon the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill; not upon its passage. That is the present 
status of the bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Does that give the bill any other status than as 
unfinished business? 

The SPEAKER. Ié will remain as unfinished business unless called 
up some other time under the special order assigning two days to this 
committee. 

The gentleman from Indiana now moves that the House take a re- 
cess until Monday next at 10 o’clock and 59 minutes a. m. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. STEELE, I move that the House do now adjourn 

The motion was agreed to; and re (at 4 o’clock ‘and 46 min- 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BENNETT: Petition of Elizabeth Covington, of Archibald 
SS. MeNeill, and of Mrs. C. M. Banks, of Richmond County, of H. K. 
Ruark, agent for heirs of William Grissom, of Smithville; and of Arthur 
J. Hill, jr., of New Hanover County, North Carolina, asking that their 
war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. T. M. BROWNE: Petition of C. 8. W. Hance and other sol- 
diers of the National Home, in favor of Senate bill 1886—-to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COMPTON: Petition of John Hughes, and of N. Brewer, of 
Anne Arundel County, Maryland, preying that their war claims be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. COMSTOCK: Petition of Mrs. P. B. Whitfield and others, 
representing 200 members of the Ladies’ Central Christian Union of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., asking for to protect young girls from 
seduction in the District of Columbia and other localities especially 
under the jurisdiction of the United States—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. DIBBLE: Petition of Martin Caulfield; of Philip Fogarty, 
administrator of John Slattery; of John Baker, and of Mrs. Alice Brady, 
administratrix of Patrick Brady, deceased, of Charleston, 5. C., ask- 
ing that their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claims of Martin Caulfield, of Patrick 
Brady, and of John Baker, of Charleston, 8. C.—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DUNN: 5 relating tothe claim of Caroline, Richard D., 
and Ira M. Lamb, of ps County, and of Pleasant Bumpus, of Pa- 
laski County, Arkansas—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Petition of H. Wilkendorf and others, hos- 
pital stewards, United States , asking for the passage of Senate 
bill a the Committee on Affairs. - 

Also, petition of H. Winkelmann others, hospital stewards, ask- 
ing for the same—to the same committee. i 

By Mr. HILL: Petition of Peter West and other citizens, of George | m 
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Hutchinson and others, and of several hundred soldiers and ci as 
Hand County, Dakota, asking for division of that Territory—ty ¢), 


Committee on the Territories. 


By Mr. HOUK: Petition of hospital stewards, in referen: 
of pay—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


€ tO Iner 


By ‘Mr. MCRAE: Petition of Judson Clond, of Waldo, Ark. , asking 
that his war claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Commie 


tee on War Claims. 


By Mr. MOFFATT: Remonstrance of citizens of Baraga ( 
Michigan, against the passage of bill to forfeit the land grant. of 4] ‘e 


Marquette, Houghton and Ontonagon Railroad—to the Committ, 


the Public Lands. 


By Mr. NELSON: Petition of ex-soldiers, in favor of Senate bj] 1 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


eon 


sy Mr. O)FERRALL: Papers relating to the dlaimof Andrew Co, 


well, of Clarke County; 


of Sarah Allen and N. C. Wenger, of Rocki 


ham County; and of John Griffith, of Virginia; and of Charles T. = 
ton, < Luzerne County, Pennsylvania—to the Committee on Wa, 


Claim 

By Mr. PERKINS: Petition of H. M. Ford and 75 others, 
Crawford County, Kansas, asking for the passage of S Senate bill 185 
doing partial justice to the Union soldiers of the late war—to the Con 


mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. SEYMOUR: eee cues No. 2357, Knight 
of Labor, of Bridgeport, Conn., favoring the construction of the Hen 


nepin Canal—to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. SNYDER: Petition eae ome of Greenbrier 
County, West Virginia, praying that his war claim be referred to the 
Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SPOONER: Petition of Josiah W. Seabury and 263 others 
citizens of Providence County, Rhode Island, for the passage of bil 


embodying the recommendations 0 


f the national pension committee 0 


the Grand Army of the Republic—to the Committee on Invalid Pei 


sions. 


By Mr. WHEELER: Petition of Delia Clark Hard, daughter of Rob- 
ert M. Clark, and of Jesse Corgyle, asking that their war claims be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. A. C. WHITE: Petition of G. W. Dempsey and others, for 
the passage of Senate bill 1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pension- 

By Mr. WILKINS: Petition from Dan Brown Post, No. 380, Grand 
Army of the Republic, for the passage of Senate bill 1886—to the sam 


committee. 


SENATE. 
MONDAY, June 7, 1886. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burner, D. D. 


The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read aud a) 
‘The foliowing petitions and were laid on the Clerk’s desk, | proved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. HARRISON presented a petition of J. H. Cissell and 165 oti: 


citizens of Indiana and Illinois, p 


for the passage of Senate bill 


No. 1579, for the suppression of the traffic in intoxicating liquor in 
the District of Columbia, and Senate bill No. 1405, in relation to th: 
study of the effects of stimulants and narcotics on the human system 
which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of the State board of sgriculture of 


Maine, for the passage of a bill ting the illegal sale of 
imitation ucts; which was referred to the Committee on 
Aerioalbeneuae 


Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Robert Purvis, Mrs. J. 
Haines, and other citizens of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the bett 
ee a ae ee et of Columbia; which wa 

the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CULLOM. I present resolutions adopted by the board of d 
rectors of the Chicago Board of gp favoring the adoption by Con- 


gress at its present session of such 


measures as may be deemed mo 


effectual to repress that may be made by threats, intimids- 

tion, or violence to the peaceful flow of commerce among ‘" 

States, and to protect the rights and provide for the security of «| 
such traffic. 


citizens lawfully engaged in 


I move that the resoluti 


be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CULLOM ted the petition of Amos Romine, of Ho! - ay 
Fayette County, praying to be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. . 

Mr. MILLER ted apetition of the Farmers’ Club, of Colum): 
County, New York, and a petition of 76 citizens of Taberg, N. Y., = 
ing for the passage of the bill taxing all oop arama whicl 

to the Committee on 


were referred to 


on Agriculture and Forestry 
Mr. COCKRELL presented resolutions of the Chicago Freight Bureat 


epee se 


the bill (S. 1877) relating to trade 
referred to the Committee on Com: 








1886. 





REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


“ . i 
the Committee on Public Lands, to whom were 
bills, reported adversely thereon; and they were 


Mr. DOLPH, from 
eli the following 
indefinitely: 
A (S. 2065) to extend the act of Junc 15, 1880, to all homestead 
tries; 
4 bill (8. 1615} 
oA bill (8. 1415 
Cee States; . 
bill (8. 1913) to amend an act entitled “An act to provide for the | 
sale of desert lands in certain States and Territories; ’’ and 
A bill (8. 2241) providing in certain cases for the forfeiture of wag 
in the State of Oregon. 
Air. BERRY, from the Commitice on Public Lands, to whom was | 
referred the bill (8S. 2428) to grant certain seal rocks to the city and | 
county of San Francisco, State of California, in trust for the people of 
the United States, reported it with amendments. 
Mr. CHACE, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roacds, to | 
whom was referred the bill (S. 2438) to authorize the Postmaster-Gen- | 
eal to allow tion to railroad companies in certain cases for 
tt service heretofore furnished pursuant to agreement, reported 


in relation to homestead entries: 


to promote the reclamation of the desert lands of the 


m- 


it with amendments i 
Mr. CAMDEN, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- | 
ferred the bill (S. 1232) granting an increase of pension to John S. 
Hale, reported it with amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. DAWES introduced a bill (S. 2610) to secure a larger circulation | 
of United States notes of the denominations of $1 2nd $2; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. introduced a bill (S. 2611) to authorize the con- | 
struction of a bridge across the Saint Louis River at the most accessible | 
between the Statesof Minnesota and Wisconsin; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2612) making an | 
ion for the purchase of Fairbanks & Co.’s infallible Ameri- | 
can gold. and silver coin scale and counterfeit-coin detector for use in the | 
post-offices out the United States; which was read twice by its | 
title, and to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Reads. 
Mr. HALE introduced a bill (S. 2613) granting badges to the oflicers 
of the Greely relief party; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (S. 2614) granting a pension to | 
William Daly; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
introduced a bill (S. 2615) to authorize the payment 
of certain expenses of the Territory of Utah, and to secure the payment 
of the indebtedness of said Territory to the United States; which was 


} 
' 


read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Territories. 
Mr. J of Arkansas, introduced a bill (S. 2616) for the relief 

of M. W. deceased; which was read twice by its title, and re- | 

ferred to the Committee on Claims 


Mr. CAMDEN introduced a bill (S. 2617) for the relief of the sure- 
ties of Dennis Murphy; which was read twice by its title, and referred | 
to the Committee on Claims. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. MAHONE and Mr. SPOONER submitted amendments intended | 


to be by them, respectively, to the sundry civil appropriation | 
bill; were to the Committee on Public Buildings and 


Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
INDIAN TRADERSHIPS. 

Mr. HARRIS. Some daysage I was appointed upon the select com- 
mittee raised for the purpose of investigating the administration of the 
indian Office in respect to Indian traders. In view of the fact that the 
Commissionerof Indian Affairs has been from his boyhood among my 
most intimate and fastest friends, while I would flatter myself 
with the hope of being to impartially perform the duties of such 
committeeman, I hardly think it proper for me to undertake their dis- 
charge. In view of that intimate relation which has so long existed, 
Task the Senate to excuse me from service on that committec. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Tho Senator from Tennessee moves 
that he be excused from service on the select committee in respect to 
Indian traderships. The question is on that motion. 

to. 


motion was 

suggest to the Senator from Tennessce whether un- 
he would not feel justified in moving to lay 
table. It would be for the Senator, I think, 
So eeeenanand Be mlations to the Comminicnsr, if anybody, to | 
make that motion. There is evidently a disposition on the part of ihe 


that in 
of the Senate are actuated by a 
aap si aeeered confidence in the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
opinion of the Senate itself it is hardly worth while 
If some Senator standing 
Indian Affairs 


i 
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nd due to him to make the motion, I sug- 
to lay that resolution upon the table. 


would feel it pr 
gest that a motion be 


Mr. HARRIS. Mr. P: 


on 
lL 3 


pe .« 





The PRESIDEN ; no question before the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. ALLISON. I natter will pass over for the pres- 
ent until my colleas Vi ‘, of Iowa], who introduced the res- 
olution, comes in and nt can be called to it. 

Mr. HARRIS. ho} S ve from Iowa willindulge me a sin- 
gie moment to say that the reason I have already stated,.my very in- 

| timate and close friendshiy Cc ionerof Indian Affairs, would 
| certainly prevent me from making any such motion orany such sugges- 
tion as the one made by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Being perfectly satistied that the administration of the ¢ sioner 


of Indian Affairs of the oflice over which he presides can stand the test 
of any scrutiny or any examination which can be made, I could not as 
, his friend seem to shrink, but on the contrary I court the fullest meas- 
ure of investigation and th vid investigation the, I know, 
feels exactly the same way. 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. President 
The PRESIDENT pretempore. Ther no quettion bef the Sen- 
Mr. DAWES. I made the suggestion, if the President of the Sen- 


ate will allow me, as the Senator from Tennessee must be aware, be- 
cause I thought that no one else could afford to make it if the Senator 
from Tennessee conld not. If the Senator from Tennessee in his re- 
lations to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs does not feel that it 


ought to be made, certainly I do not make the suggestion, I spoke 
because of a feeling I have that no good would result from the investi- 
} gation. 
BUTTER AND OLEOMARGARINE. 
The PRESIDENT prot The Chair lays before ihe Senate a 


House bill for reference. 

The Cuter CrerK. ‘‘A bill (H. R. 8328) defining butter, also im- 
posing a tax upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, 
and exportation of oleomargarine.’’ 

Mr. MILLER. I move that the bill be referred to the Committce 


| on Agriculture and Forestry. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New York moves 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 
The question is on that motion. 

Mr. MORRILL. Before the motion is put I desire tosay that I rec- 


| ognize the fact that all the petitions and papers in relation to the oleo- 


margarine and butterine question have been referred to and considered 
by the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. The bill now before 
the Senate on the question of reference was considered in the other 
House by the Committee on Agriculture and reported favorably. At 
the same time this bill as tt comes to us from the House appears to con- 
tainatax. Ifit is to be considered as a tax bill certainly the Commit- 
tee on Finance should have jurisdiction of it. If it is to be considered 
as a question in relation to agricniture, then it ought to go to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

I will merely say that while I have no disposition to arrogate for the 


| Committee on Finance any undue advantage in relation to this matter, 
| if the motion of the Senator from New York should not prevail I shall 


then feel bound to make a motion to have the bill referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. VEST. LIhopethe bill will go to the Committee on Finance. My 
vote in regard to the measure will be determined by the simple ques- 
tion as to whether the Government needs the revenue to be raised un- 
der this taxation or not. 

I have examined the bill as it came from the House of Representa- 
tives. Itisa revenue bill or it is nothing. I do not undertake to say 
what is the position of any Senator except myseif upon this matter. 
For one, I believe that the question whether oleomargarine or butterine 
is a fraudulent compound and deleterious to health is not to be deter- 
mined by the Senate of the United States; but that under the Consti- 
tution that question has been delegated to the States, and to the States 
alone. 

It therefore depends with me, as to my action upon the bill, whether 
the revenue it proposes to raise, which is estimated to be from twelve 
to twenty million dollars, is necessary for the purposes of the Govern- 
ment or not. I believe in taxing for revenue and for revenue alone, 


| and so believing I want to hear from the Committee on Finance whether 


the Government needs this amount of money in order that it shall be 
properly carried on. 

I hope that the bill will go to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BECK. Did I understand the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance to move to strike out ‘‘the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry ’’ and insert ‘‘the Committee on Finance?’’ 

Mr. VEST. No: he did not. 

Mr. BECK. Then I make that motion. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion is notin order. The 


the relation | question must be taken on motions to refer in the order in which 
thatthe Senator from Tennessee | motions are presented, under the rule. 
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Mr. BECK. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not. 


Is not a motion to refer amendable ? 


Mr. BECK. I thought it was. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By the rule it is expressly provided 
that it shall not be amendable. The Chair will call attention to the 
rule. It will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Rutz XXVI. 

1, When motions are made for reference of a subject to a select committee, or 
to a standing committee, the question of reference to a standing committee shall 
be put first; and a motion simply to refer shall not be open to amendment, ex- 
cept to add instructions. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion to amend can only be 
to instruct the committee; butif the motion to refer to the Committee 
on Agriculture is voted down, then it will be in order to move to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BECK. Then in view of the ruling of the President of theSen- 
ate, I only desire to say that if the pending motion is voted down I 
shall move to refer the bill to the Committee on Finance. 

I think if Senators will look at the bill they will readily understand 
that if the bill as it came from the House does not go to the Finance 
Committee, it is hard to imagine any bill that ought to go to that com- 
mittee. A tariff bill might as well go to the Committee on Agricult- 
ure, for that has to do with farmers, with their shoes and stockings, 
their sugar, their salt, and everything else. If this is to go to that 
committee because it deals with butter, they had better take charge of 
all the matters pertaining to the thousand things that the Committee on 
Finance is supposed to have to deal with, whisky, tobacco, and every- 
thing else. 

That this bill is a bill purporting to raise revenue and dealing with 
revenue matters I suppose is too plain for argument. Take section 3 
of the bill, which reads: 


That special taxes are imposed as follows: 
Manufacturers of oleo ine shall pay $600. Every person who manu- 
Som oleomargarine for sale shall be deemed a manufacturer of oleomarga- 
rine. 


Wholesale dealers in oleomargarine shall pay $480. 


It is provided that retail dealers shall paysomuch. Then thereshall 
be a tax of 5 centsa pound. Originally it was 10 cents, but the tax 
was reduced to 5 cents in the other House. Every item of it deals with 
taxation and with licenses, and with those particular questions of which 
the Committee on Finance have had charge always. I think it is a 
question too plain for argument, and I shall not delay the Senate. 

Mr. MILL I do not desire to enter into any discussion of the 
merits of this measure at thistime. The bill comes to us from the other 
House, having been perfected there in the Committee on Agriculture, 
having passed the House entirely under the charge of that committee, 
as the RecorD will show, never having been referred to the Ways and 
— Committee, which corresponds to the Finance Committee of this 

y: 

By the common consent of the Senate thus far a vast number of pe- 
titions upon this subject, amounting to many thousands, have been re- 
ferred to the Agricultural Committee at this session. Several bills have 
been introduced in the Senate regarding the manufacture and sale of 
imitation butter, which have been referred to that committee. The 
Committee on Agriculture has already considered the matter at several 
meetings. It has given two or three public hearings on this question, 
very important hearings, and it proposes, of course, if the bill shall be 
referred to it to give other public hearings, to the opponents as well as 
to the friends of the measure. 

What will be the condition of the bill when it shall reappear from 
that committee, ifreferred there, I can not tell—whether there will be 
anything of a tax in it or not. I know nothing whatever about the 
views of theindividuai niembers of that committee. I have not thought 
it wise or proper that I should in any way interrogate the members of 
the committee as to their views upon it. 

I simply desire to say that if anything can y be referred to 
the Agricultural Committee it is certainly this whole subject, and as 
the committee has been considering it for several weeks it certainly 


would advance the interests of the public business in this body if the | ion 


bill should go there, and should be acted upon finally by that commit- 
tee, and then reported back to the Senate. If then it should come here 
in such a shape as the Senate thought it wise and proper that it should 
be referred to some other committee for consideration upon any of its 
provisions, certainly the Senate would have it within its power to 
do it. 

But I believe it to be unwise and unjust to the great agricultural in- 
terests of this country that this measure, which has thus far been con- 
sidered by & committee appointed for considering questions of this kind, 
should be taken from that committee and given to another committee 
which in the nature oe business conde a has emir oes 
this subject or any subject to oe 
country a particular study. Teas however, to judgment of 
the Senate as to the committee to which the bill shall go. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I can not conceive how any bill can be properly re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance if another committee is entitled to 


LL 
the jurisdiction of this bill. It is a tax bill and nothing else, and re 
fers in every one of its provisions to the taxation of an article of mer. 
=e and the regulation i its sale by the Internal Revenue Bureay 
0 Departmen 
The Senator from New York says that this subject has 
ered by the Committee on Agriculture. How has it been 
that committee? Not by any express direction of the Senate. The 
Senator himself, orsome other Senator, introduced a bill and had it Te- 
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture without discussion and without 
objection. That committee in this way, and in this way alone, obtained 
jurisdiction of this question, and have been considering it. 

The Senator from New York says that the bill affects the agricultara} 
interests of the country. Does not the tax upon whisky affect the ag- 
ricultural interestsof the country? Has not the tax upon tobacco some- 
thing to do with the agricultural interests of the country? If we are 
to send every tax bill that relates to, or interests, or affects the agri- 
cultural interests of the country to the Committee on Agriculture they 
would usurp all the functions of the Committee on Finance and qi! 
other committees of the Senate. 

A motion to refer this question of taxation to another committee thay 
the Committee on Finance is equivalent to a vote of want of confidence 
on the part of the Senate in the committee to which by its own rules 
and by universal precedents such questions have hitherto been sent. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. AsI look at the case, the question is simply 
this: Is it a revenue bill or is it not? If it is a revenue bill it clearly 
belongs to the Committee on Finance. Is the Senator from New York 
ready to say that it is not a revenue bill? 

Mr. MILLER. As I said before, I do not care to go into a discussion 
of the bill, but I certainly hope under this bill, or any other that we may 
pass, no revenue will be derived at all, for I hope the legislation passed 
here will forever make such a fraudulent manufacture as the imitation 
of butter impossible in this country. I will state that frankly. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. It is not an answer to the question to say that 
the tax should be so high that it would tax one industry out of exist- 
ence for the sake of protecting another. That certainly does not an- 
swer the question I put to the Senator from New York. 

The simple fact that petitions have been referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture tomy mind means nothing, because perhaps when those 
petitions came to the Senate no legislation was constructed and the peti- 
tions referred to legislation which might be made touching the question. 

Mr. MILLER. The Senator will permit me to state that perhaps he 
has not noticed the wording of the petitions, The wording of nearly 
every petition which has been presented here has been directly in favur 
of a tax upon the manufacture of oleomargarine, and with that under- 
standing they were sent to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. McPHERSON. It would be very difficult to devise a bill by 
which the object sought to be attained in this matter could be reached 
except by a tax. That is very evident to everybody. 

As to the petitions which are in possession of the Committee on Ag- 
riculture, I presume the Committee on Finance could examine those 
petitions and could pass upon them perhaps fairly and equitably; and 
as it is a very important question, w to my mind rather a 
new system of taxation in this country, and one that requires careful 
consideration, it would seem to me to be unwise to send the bill to any 
other committee than the one which has jurisdiction of those matters. 
I think no Senator should contend for a moment that the bill ought 
to go anywhere else but to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BLAIR. As has been stated by the chairman of the committee, 
all general consent, it has been understood in the paaate thet 

: i / ari- 
ous bills have been before it and are there now; hearings have been 
had and petitions have been considered by the Committee on Agricult- 
ure touching this subject. It has never until very lately been sng- 
gested that 
garine 


movement for legislation upon the subject of oleomar- 
main purpose of it is to afford some remedy 


been consid- 
considered by 


was connected with the revenue subject incidentally. The 
ran attack which has 


been made under false as I allege, upon the great dairy in- 

terests of the country, one of the divisions of the agricultural 

interests of the American people, in which more than twenty-five mill- 
American are 


people are engaged to-day. 
The matter of a tax has never een tatbeniosd to be anything more 
than an incidental one and as affording the necessary revenue by which 
necessary expenses of an inspection should be derived, so that there 
might not be by reason of this ion and the attempted remedy oi 
i i upon the finances of the country. 
It is only by considering an incident that the Committee on Finance «0 
claim jurisdiction of this subject-matter. 


As has been well if after a consideration of the 
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has understood the main question to belong, to the Committee on Agri- 
cultare and Forestry. 3 ; : 

Mr. MAXEY. If the bill is to be regarded as a bill in the interest 
of the public health, then it is untenable in my judgment, because the 
police powers are exclusively in the States. They were so before the 
adoption of the Constitution, were not parted with in that instrument, 
and are intact in the States as much so to-day as they were before the 
adoption of the Constitution, and so the Supreme Court have said. 

Even if it be ed as a bill in the interest of public health the 
Committee on culture has nothing to dowithit. If it be regarded, 
as it must be regarded, as a revenue measure, then it necessarily belongs 
to the Committee on Finance and can not belong otherwise. For that 
reason it seems to me that it is conclusive that in any event the bill 

t to go to the Committee on Finance. 

“fr B Mr. President, only one word more. That this is a tax 
bill, as I said, is tooobvious for argument. Whatever petitions or bills 
may have been sent to the Committee on Agriculture, or whatever con- 
clusions ae oe have arrived at in regard to the matters sent before 
them, they have nothing. Weare now dealing with the House 
bill independent altogether of what may have been sent to the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, either in the form of bills or petitions, and 
i altogether of their action, for they have not acted. 

We are to determine whether the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives is a tax bill or not. That it is, no man will deny. That it 
can be made the basis of amendment in the Senate to attach to it free 
tobacco, free whisky, free salt, free coal, free anything, no man will 
deny. Being a bill of that character, I say it would not be fair in the 
Senate—I do not use the term in any improper sense—to deprive of the 
consideration of the bill the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
the ex-Secretary of the , and other gentlemen who have been 
selected and placed on the Finance Committee for the purpose of look- 
ing into all questions of taxation, both as to the necessity of the tax 
imposed in bill and as to the necessity of increasing the machinery 
of the internal revenue with which they are supposed to be familiar, in 
the way of licenses for wholesale and retail dealers and every other char- 
acter of business. . 

The chairman of the-Committee on Agriculture is himself a member 
of the Committee on Finance, and he will have an ample opportunity 
guarding all the interests of farmers when the bill comes before the 
committee of which he is a distinguished member. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] a 
member of the Committee on Finance? 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] is a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Finance with full opportunity to present every- 
se * his Committee on Agriculture may see fit to present. It 

be an anomaly in the history of American politics for amend- 

ments that can be properly offered to this bill and may be considered, 
to put tohacco upon the free-list, to take up the wine-culture of Cali- 
fornia, which is being pressed upon us, and free brandy that they seek 
fortify their wines with, or free salt, or free sugar, or free anything, 
to our whole tariff system upon a bill before the Commit- 
the last tariff act was’ it passed the Senate first and 
passed by the other House until we sent it there. Why? 
had sent us an internal-revenue tax bill upon which we 

e tariff taxation. When I was a member of the other 
ect aright, a question involving free salt alone came to 
a whole tariff bill was based upon that and sent back 
an amendment. 
which I hold in my hand can be amended; and the 
selected because of their familiarity with questions of that 
sole business it has been to see whether more revenue was 
should be placed over it, whatamendments it would 
ect, are to be deprived of a bill like this covering all 
consequences, when there can be no possible detriment to any 
or any detriment to any gentleman who may desire to 
to it in that committee, of which, as I said, the Sen- 
York is himself a distinguished member. By every 
every reason the bill ought to go to the Committee on 
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. MILLER. Mr. President, a single word and I shall not trouble 
Senate again on this question at present. 

argument which the Senator from Kentucky has presented in 
the reference of this bill to the Finance Committee could have 


F 
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bg mee. force in the House of Representatives for sending 
‘ee Means Committee. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Is it in order to refer to what has been done in the 
other branch of ? 

Mr. MILLER. the gentleman will not trouble himself too much 
abont this I will not infringe on parliamentary rules. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Rhode Island 
"4 of — = 

Fe Er me The Senator from New York will 
suspend. The Senator from Rhode Island will state his question of 



















Mr. ALDRICH. That itis notin order to discuss what has been 


done in another branch of the Government. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Thatis hardly considered in the nat- 


ure of a question of order. 


Mr. ALDRICH. I call the attention of the Chair to it. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. Parliamentary rules forbid such ref- 


erence; but it is hardly a question of order. 


Mr. MILLER. We all know that this bill has passed the other 


House. The message which was delivered to the Senate when the bill 
was sent here stated the fact that it had passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives. It is no more an improper reference to say that the bill 
went through the Committee on Agriculture of the House than to say 
that it went through the House itself. 


The Senator from Kentucky says it would be no reflection on the 


agricultural interests of this country or no detriment to them to have 
the bill sent to the other committee. I do not undertake to say how 
either one of these committees would act upon this matter; but when 
the House of Representatives has considered the bill in one committee 
and has upon the report of that committee acted upon it and sent it to 
this body, I say it would be a direct reflection upon the agricultural in- 
terests of the country, and it would be understood by them to be inim- 
ical to their interests if it should be sent to any other committee of the 
Senate. 


Now, Mr. President, I happen to know that a number of the leading 


oleomargarine manufacturers of this country have been writing letters 
to Senators in this body asking them to prevent the reference of this 
bill to the Agricultural Committee and to vote to sendit to the Finance 
Committee. Senators here have shown me those letters, and I state 
what I know to be a fact. This isa contest which comes up at the 
very beginning, and we are to decide here and now whether the agri- 
cultural interests of this country can have a fair hearing in this body or 
not. That is all I have to say about it. 


Mr. BUTLER. May I ask the Senator from New York before he 


takes his seat what feature of this bill requires the consideration of the 
Agricultural Committee ? 


Mr. MILLER. The whole subject has been considered by the Com- 


mittee on Agriculture for the last six weeks or more in all its bearings. 


Mr. BUTLER. What feature in this bill is there that the Agricult- 


ural Committee can consider on the face of the measure? 


Mr. MILLER. It is properly a bill which the Agricultural Commit- 


tee can consider and has been considering. 


Mr. BUTLER. Of course the Agricultural Committee can consider 


it, but I can not see that the Agricultural Committee have jurisdiction 
of thesubject. It is one purely of taxation, as I understand, and simply 
because somewhere else a committee on agriculture may have consid- 
ered it furnishes no reason why we should send it to that committee. 


Mr. MILLER. It is not simply a bill of taxation and of revenue. 
It is a bill to regulate and control what is cl«imed to be a fraudulent 


industry in this country. It reaches much further and away beyond 


the question of revenue. The question of revenue is the least impor- 
tant question in the whole measure. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then the Li!l is a fraud upon its face if it is not in- 
tended for the purpose of raising revenue. 

Mr. MILLER. It is nota fraud on its face, for it is a bill to regu- 
late the sale and manufacture of imitation butter. 

Mr. BUTLER. It comes in here under false pretenses. If it is not 
for the purpose of raising revenue it has no business in this body or 
any other legislative body. If this Senate is to take jurisdiction of 
every fraudulent industry in this country, we should do very little else. 
I trust the bill will be referred to the Committee on Finance, where it 
properly belongs, for if it is not intended to raise revenue for this Gov- 
ernment it comes to the Senate under false pretenses. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I should like toask the Senator from New York 
if I understood him correctly as saying that certain letters were in the 

ion of Senators this morning requesting the reference of this bill 
to the Committee on Finance? I find that he omitted tostate the act 
that certain Senators were also in possession of letters asking to have 
it sent to the Committee on Agriculture. I donot know which are the 
more numerous. In my mail this morning I found several letters ask- 
ing me to vote to send the bill to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. MILLER. I will say to the Senator that if he has not received 
any letter from any oleomargarine manufacturer asking him to vote to 
send this bill to the Finance Committee he is different from many of 
his colleagues. If he has received numerous petitions signed by thou- 
sands of his fellow-citizens of New Jersey asking that the measure shall 
be passed, and if he has to-day received letters from a large number of 
the representatives of the agricultural interests of this country to the 
effect stated, I hope he will be infinenced by their voice and by their 
wish, and that he will carry out that wish by voting to send this bill 
to the Agricultural Committee. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I take it, sir, that the Senate at least thinks 
that either the Committee on Agriculture or the Committee on Finance 
will deal with this question fairly and properly, and I can not under- 
stand why a part of the public outside are so much interested in having 
the matter referred to the Committee on Agriculture. Ican not under- 
stand what information, if any, they may have touching the probable 
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action of the Finance Committee which leads them to apprehend that 


its action may be unfriendly. There is something about this that I do 
not understand, This appears to be clearly a tax bill. As I suppose 
the Senate of the United States is evidently able to manage such busi- 
ness as is referred to it, and it being a matter relating entirely to finance 
and one with which the Finance Committee is accustomed to deal, and 
that is the committee to which all such matters are referred, I can see 
no good reason why it should be referred to the Committee on Agricult- 
ure. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The inquiry of the Senator from New Jersey 
might be very properly extended to Senators who persist upon chang- 
ing the direction of this subject-matter. Why the necessity? This 
subject has already been referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
tor weeks been considered by that committee. Now, will the Senator 
emphasize his inquiry by asking why Senators at this time seek to take 
this subject-matter from the bands of the Committee on Agriculture 
and refer it to another committee? 

Mr. McPHERSON. I will speak for myself. As to a matter in- 
volving taxation on any subject, it matters not whether this subject or 
or any other, I insist upon it that it is proper to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Finance and very improper to refer it elsewhere. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. But the leading feature in this bill is not taxa- 
tion. That is a mere incident. Now, I take it there is no expression 
of opinion by any Senator here as to the merits of this bill or as to the 

ropriety of taxation. I takeitnot. But the subject-matter itself has 

been referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and the taxation is a 
mere incident. Suppose, forsooth, any other subject, the adulteration 
of food, if you please, of flour and of medicines, no matter what, was 
referred to a proper committee of this body—that is not a matter of 
taxation, it is not a matter of revenue—but suppose in determining that 
question the proper committee should determine on a license tax, would 
that then justify on the report of the committee that it should be im- 
mediately transferred to the revenue committee, the Committee on Fi- 
nance? That I understand is substantially the case here. The great 
question agitating the people at this time who are interested in this 
question, the oleomargarine manufacturers and the butter-makers, is 
not the question of taxation, but shall there be anything done to pro- 
tect the people or the manufacturers of butter? That is the point. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understand the Senator to state that the object of 
the bill is not taxation. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No, sir; not taxation. The object of those in- 
troducing the measure in this body and in the other House was not 
taxation, not the raising of revenue. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then I should like to ask the Senator to point out 
under what authority the Senate acts, and how Congress gets jurisdic- 
tion of the question except by its taxing power. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. In the first place, the first feature of the bill 
mentioned in the title is ‘‘defining butter.’’ 

Mr. BUTLER. What else? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. You ask, where does Congress get jurisdiction 
to define butter? 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes; I do. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Here it is; they have got it. The House has 
passed it, and that is the main foundation of this matter. 

Mr. BUTLER. ‘Also imposing a tax upon, and regulating the man- 
ufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine.’’ 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Precisely. As the Senator sees, the very first 
words he reads in this bill show that it properly goes to the Committee 
on Agricalture—‘‘ defining butter.’’ Whatdoes the Committee on Fi- 
nance know about butter? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BUTLER. Whatdoesthe Committee on Agriculture know about 
butter? [Laughter.] 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Everything aboutit. [Laughter.] TheSenator 
has taken away his own foundation from under himself. The first clause 
of this bill shows that it has no place where he seeksto putit. Thatis 
all the object there is, nothing ing that, there are several 
propositions proposed, and among them this proposition of the House. 
It docs not follow that the Senate Committee on Agriculture will 
that—not by any means. This is a mere incident to the end. In 
first place we desire pure butter, as we might desire purity in any other 
article that was being adulterated. Is not that a proper matter for the 
Agricaltural Committee? 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not think it is. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then some say oleomargarine is made pure. 
Other people say no, it is not pure; it is also adulterated with vile com- 
pounds, avd therefore it is unhealthy. Is not that a proper matter for 
the Agricuitural Committee ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I think not. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Why not? 
to do with it? 

Mr. BUTLER. None. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Verywell. TheSenatorgoestoofar. He would 
throw the whole thing out of Congress entirely. 

would. 


Mr. BUTLER. I 
well. Itis proper tomake that statement 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Very 
if he believes it. Others believe it is a proper subject for legislation 


What other committec possibly has 


by the Congress of the United States; and if it be, is not that the . 
able committee to consider it? The Senator will concede that. I tal. ;, 

Mr. MAXEY. Suppose the Senate should strike out the tax clas. 
of the bill, which the Senator says is the incident and not the princin,: 
object, what is there left? oe 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Everything left. The Committee on A gricy); 
will see that something is put in the place of the tax to secure what {) 
want. [Laughter.] Itis exceedingly funny to gentlemen oj ; — 
side. What is there left? The bill that was offered in the first »),, 
provided for no tax. I do not remember the exact nature of the }; 
but no matter now. They may inflict pains and penalties in place of 
tax. They may provide that oleomargarine, if made, shall be made 9, 
cording to law, and make violation of law subject to pains and penalties 
instead of a tax. We may say this shall be a misdemeanor. 
no trouble about substituting that in place of a tax. 
and then provide a penalty for it is not unusual. 

Mr. MAXEY. Inow ask the Senator where it is that he gets 1) 
authority,in Congress to impose pains and penalties on the manufactur, 
in the States of the Union of an article on the ground that it is yp- 
wholesome to manufacture it? Iam not speaking of the District of 
Columbia or the Territories. This bill goes far beyond them, and en. 
ters the States. Whatauthority is there inthe Constitution for you to 
affix pains and penalties on the manufacture or sale of any article pro- 
duced within the States on the ground that it is unwholesome ’ 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Now the Senator from Texas occupies the sane 
ground as the Senator from South Carolina, that we have no business 
to touch it at all. That is a question not proper to discuss at this time 
The question is as to the reference of this bill, not as to the power ot 


Congress to legi That is not it; but the Senators 


ne Othe 


0 There is 
lo define a crime 


gislate on this subject. 
demonstrate their idea of the merits of the bill and want to carry it into 
the question of reference. Congress has exercised the power to prevent 
and punish adulterated and deteriorated drugs, medicines, and medic- 
inal preparations, also adding any ingredient or substance to distilled 
spirits. 

Mr. BUTLER. Would the Senator consent to strike out of this bill 
the taxing feature of it? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. When the bill is under consideration by the Sen- 
ate they will determine what they will strike out or put in. 
proposing my notions about this matter now. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ishould be very glad to have the Senator’s notions. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If my friend will excuse me, I will give them 
cheerfully and frankly at the propertime. This is not the proper time 
We are not discussing the merits of the bill. I want to say that these 
gentlemen who are so very anxious about the question of reference do 
not want anything done. They are opposed to anything being done 

Mr. MAXEY. This bill, as we who oppose its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture contend, has no reference whatever and nothing 
in it has any reference whatever to the duties of the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. If it has any merit at all, itis as a revenue measure, and 
only as a revenue measure. If it be a revenue measure then necessa- 
rily it must go to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Thatis the idea I was endeavoring to antago- 
nize. It is not necessarily a revenue measure, was not introduced asa 
revenue measure, and the object was not to add to the revenues in the 
Treasury. That was not the object. It was not as the Senator from 
Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] stated in reference to the case of to- 
bacco. islation on tobacco is merely for the purpose of revenue. 
It is not to provide for its production or for any adulteration connected 
with it, but purely as a measure to increase the revenue. This bill is 
not for that purpose. 

Mr. BUTLER. How would it be if the question of imposing 4 tax 
on the issues of State banks were presented for the first time in the 
Senate? To what committee would the Senator refer a proposition to 
impose a tax of 10 per cent. on the issues of State banks? Would that 
go to the Committee on Commerce, to the Committee on the Jadiciary, 
or the Committee on Finance? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If we were framing a law in regard to the issue 
of bank bills in any way and if we were legalizing the issue of bank 
bills or were endeavoring to prevent the issue of counterieit bills a: 
some persons are now endeavoring to prevent counterfeit butter ant 
issuing counterfeit bank bills, I suppose if Congres 
not place a tax on them but would 

issue counterfeits they woul 

i i ent in the pen! 
tentiary, or both. Congress could prohibit by fines and penalties, 0° 
: could do so on conditions of paying tax, license, or othe! 


Iam not 


f 


not the question I put to the Senater. 
to ask the Senator from Nebraska one 
House. It is referred no matte! 
send toany committee asa legit!- 
to this bill propositions p g that sugar shall be 
the free-list, and that tobacco and salt and coal or anythins 
May not our tariff taxation be modified a * 
legihiongtn apentenset to this bill ? a 

. VAN WYCK. They have tried the experiment of propounding 


i 
F 











1886. 


_— 


some strange amendments in the House to this bill and which the 
movers claimed to be legitimate without sending it to the House Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means or Finance, and I suppose the same experi- 
ments will be indulged in here. 

Mr. McPHERSON. While I admit that it is unparliamentary under 
our rules to refer to the action of the House, I understand the Senator 
to say this is not a revenue bill. I should like toask the Senator as to 
the action taken elsewhere if it did not receive precedence elsewhere, in 
the House if you please, because it was a revenue measure, and if it 
had not been claimed to be a revenue measure it would not have re- 
ceived consideration at all ? 


Mr. VAN WYCK. If it was a revenue measure in the House, why | 


did it not come from the revenue committee of the House? 

M:. MCPHERSON. I do not know. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. They were antagonizing this bill and fought it 
week after week. Why was it not sent there if it was a revenue bill? 

Mr. BECK. I can not state what took place in the House according 
to the rules, but the Senator from Nebraska will be much astonished 

to find that it never could have been considered in the House 
except that it was put before them as a revenue measure. 

Let me ask one more question and Ihave done. This bill I under- 
stand will raise $8,000,000 or $10,000,0000f revenue. We haveasurplus 
of $25,000,000 or $30,000,000 now. Will it not be necessary, if $10,- 
900,000 are added to the revenue by this bili, to devise ways and means 
whereby $10,000,000 Should be taken off from something else; and is 
not that a subject that the Committee on Finance ought to have referred 
to it? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. We will not be embarrassed in using the money 
raised by this bill, even though we neglect to deduct the amount from 
other sources of revenue. It seems a strange position that this was 
considered as a revenue measure in the other House when it was not 
so considered there. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. LIrise to a question of order. I do not want to 
interrupt my friend from Nebraska. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Vermont will state 
his question of order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I object most decidedly, and for public reasons 
that we all understand, to any reference being made to the proceedings 
of the House of Representatives to influence our action in one way or 
another. That is a fandamental rule of parliamentary law, and I ask 
the Chaic to enforce it. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The attention of the Chair was called 
to the rule by the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRiIcH] a few 
moments ago. It is a parliamentary rule laid down in Jefferson’s 
Manual that no reference shall be made to the proceedings of the other 
House. The Chair has not usually regarded it, nor has the Senate re- 
garded it, as a, question of order, but rather a question of propriety or 
impropriety on the part of Senators; and the Chair does not feel at lib- 
erty to call a Senator toorder for that alone unless there be some breach 
of the positive rules of the Senate which would justify the Chair in 
calling a Senator fo order. Still if it is the desire of the Senate the 
Chair will interrupt whenever a reference of this kind is made; but it 
isso frequently made, sometimes in an innocent way, that the Chair 
would feel very much disinclined to enforce such a rule unless made a 

rule of the Senate. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I suppose we can get along in discussing this 
question without alluding directly to what the House of Representa- 
tives did, and yet the very bill here shows what the House did. This 
very bill prints what the action of the House is on this matter; and we 
must e no allusiontoit? Whereis the line to be drawn? Weare 


we must not read it because it isa House bill? If I read something 
from a newspaper, will that be out of order, or from that interesting 
sheet the CONGRESSIONAL REcoRD, will that be out of order? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In order to have it distinctly under- 
stood, the Chair will read what is said in Jefferson’s Manual on this 


It isa breach of order in debate to notice what has been said on the same sub- 
ject other House, or the particular votes or rities on it there; because 
the House should be left to its own pendency, not to be in- 


fluenced other; and the ing them migh 

flections leading to a misunderstanding between ie declivens. “is Gee an) 
That the rule of parliamentary law. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask the Chair to enforce it. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. What was said inthe other House, not what was 


iu 
E 


is criticising upon words. It is perfectly 

well understood in every parliamentary body under a constitution that 
two independent bodies that no influence 

the members of one body by what the 

in the other House think or do in respect of a matter; and 


only exception—and that is not really an exce: to the rule—is 


= eeepc Then the - conferees and 
conferees have t to state what representatives 
of the other side have said and insisted upon to them. 


It will be well incidentally that the Committee 
this matter incidentally serious consideration at 
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some time, because it seems a reflection upon Senators that they are not 
able to trust themselves to know what has been done or said in the 
| other House. The point of the rule seems that it may affect, control, 
| orinfluence. I take it from what the Senator from New York said that 
the butterine manufacturers outside by a letter would do more con- 





trolling than any reference to what may have been said or done in the 
other House on this matte: 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Senator alludes to me as having raised the 

| question of order I wish to tell him that I am just as much and prob- 

ably more in favor of the substance, and for all I know the form, of this 

| bill than he is; but I think it right to have the bill go to the commit- 

; tee where only it can stand as a constitutional bill, and that is the tax 

committee of this body. I do not want to have the Supreme Court of 


| the United States told by and by, when that question is raised, that the 
Senate recognized and determined that this was a mere evasion and de- 
vice. [want it to stand on its honest ground as atax bill, where alone 
it can stand, guided by the policy of the Government. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I hope the terrors of the Supreme Court will not 
be thrown at us now, as well as what has been said in the House of 
Representatives. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; I hope not, because you would be more afraid 
of the court than you would of the House. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes; I think there is more danger when honest 
legislation is concerned. 1 suppose it is in order for me to read this bill. 
Let me leave out a few words in the title, if you please, and then see 
if anybody will object: ‘‘A bill defining butter and regulating the man- 
ufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine.’’ Will 
any gentleman object to that bill as it is read tohim ‘‘detining butter,”’ 
leaving out only the words ‘‘also imposing a tax upon,”’ ‘‘and regulating 
the manufacture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine ?’’ 
Would there be any danger of the Supreme Courtonthatmuch? Would 
there be any objection to sending that bill to the Committee on Agri- 
culture if such was the title? If that was the title of the bill, ‘‘A 
bill defining butter and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, 
and exportation of oleomargarine,’’ would the Senator from Kentucky 
think it ought to go to the Finance Committee then? 

Mr. BECK. I donot care what thetitle might be. The provisions 
of the bill as they are would decide that. I have examined the char- 
acter of the bill and I find that it is a tax bill all through in every 
feature of it. Therefore I do not care to answer what might happen 
inany supposed case. Evenif the title were wrong, it could be ainended 
and it would be amended to correspond with what is in the bill. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The object of this bill is evident from what I 
have read in the title, and the body of the bill corresponds with the 
same, ‘‘A bill defining butter and regulating the manufacture, sale, im- 
portation, and exportation of oleomargarine.’’ Suppose that was the 
only point for consideration by Congress and by the American people; 
suppose there was no other. Now that matter is presented in this bill, 
and the House referred it to the proper committee and they consideted the 
proposed question, defining, first, butter, and then regulating the manu- 
facture, sale, importation, and exportation of oleomargarine. Now, 
what is the proper question for the Agricu\tural Committee, where prop- 
erly itbelongs? Itseems the billas presented from the House—it comes 
from the House, I suppose, as it has ‘‘H. R.,’’ House of Representa- 
tives, on it—the bill in effecting those objects, to secure those matters, 
among other things provides for the imposition of a tax, which is not 
the leading idea, which is not the main thing proposed to be done, but 
the main thing is in the words which I have read. In endeavoring to 
secure that object they deem it the best way to impose a tax on the 
manufacture. Whether that is right or not is a matter to be considered 
by this body when the question comes before it for consideration and 
action. 

That is all there is about the matter. Theonly question is as to the 
protection of a farming industry. The oleomargarine is claimed also 
to be a farming industry, it is said, by those who manufacture it; and 
they claim it is a farming interest by the fact that it may be made 
from the fat of cattle and hogs in the manufacture of imitation butter. 

Is not that, above all other questions, one which should properly go 
to the Agricultural Committee? Why take it away from there except 
for one purpose? As the House would protect butter, as the House 
provides how to regulate oleomargarine and imitation butter and the 
exportation and importation of it, that is a matter that would fairly 
and properly go to that committee. As I said, whether a tax is the 
best way, I do not know; what the action of the Senate may be on that 
point, I do not know, and the committee themselves do not know. 

There must be an object and a purpose in this. Why, when it has 
been with this committee for six weeks, should it now be taken away 
unless it is to place it in the hands of acommittee already overworked 
and already trying to do too much? That is probably the reason why 
it is to go to that committee, which will not find it convenient to report 
it so that it may be acted on by the Senate this session. They may not 
find it convenient because it is impossible for them to attend to it. 

It is a new question for them. They have not considered it, and the 
Committee on Agriculture have been considering it for six weeks. It 
is a question that has been discussed and in a measure acted upon by 
that committee. Now tell the country, will you, who are so anxious 
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to take this bill away from where it properly belongs, from that com- 
mittee which is made to protect the farming industry of this country, 
let them explain some time to the great agricultural interest of this 
country which is interested in this why at this time there should be a 
necessity to take this question away from a committee which under- 
stands it in all its bearings as well or better than the Committee on 
Finance will after they shall have devoted six weeks to its study and 
examination. Why take it away except for one purpose, and that is 
to prevent any legislation on this question? There can be no other. 
If legislation is desired, the subject is before the proper committee; 
and if you desire no legislation, gentlemen particularly who believe 
this is no place for the consideration of this question, as the Senator 
from Texas [Mr. MAXEY] and the Senator from South Carolina [ Mr. 
BUTLER] think, can very easily justify themselves in sending it toa 
committee which can not have the time to examine it thoroughly and 
will find it impossible to make any report. 

Mr. MAXEY. I wish to ask a question. The Constitution declares 
in terms that ‘‘each House may determine the rules of its proceed- 
ings.’’ Therefore if the Senate regard this as a tax bill, as it undoubt- 
edly mast be, the course which has been pursued toward the bill else- 
where has not the slightest thing on the face of the earth to do with 
the action of the Senate, which is an independent body, to determine the 
rules of its own proceedings. ‘The proper proceeding in this case is to 
refer it to that committee which has been organized for the purpose of 
looking into revenue measures, 

Mr. EVARTS. Mr. President, it is very obvious, as has been sug- 
gested by the very title of this bill, that it embraces several subjects, 
and those subjects should appropriately be sent to one or the other of 
several committees. It is a bill ‘‘defining butter, also imposing a tax 
upon and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, and exporta- 
tion of oleomargarine.’’ 

Various prominent considerations, whose relative importance it is 
not now proper to discriminate, might carry this bill to the Agricult- 
ural Committee, to the Commerce Committee, or to the tax committee. 
It is not incompetent for this body to take up these various topics of 
consideration to be submitted to this or to that committee in such or- 
der as it deems fit. Now, the main interest of this bill, it will be seen 
by reading the text of it as well as by looking at the title, does em- 
brace a very extensive subject that belongs to commerce, also a very 
important question that regards finance or revenue, and also very 
serious questions, as may occur to the Senate in future debates, that 
may involve topics which are proper for consideration by the Judiciary 
Committee. 

The substance of this legislation deals with two agricultural prod- 
uets, two food products, two products of the farm, for in whatever 
way these two food products, these two farm products may be dealt 
with in the manufacture and sale, the whole question is of dealing 
with these two products—the dairy products and the oleaginous prod- 
ucts from the farm. 

I shall vote for a reference of this bill to the Agricultural Committee 
for the reason that the great interest shown in this matter upon one 
side and the other is in the nature of the subject as a food product, and 
the question of the tax is one thereafter to be raised, after the commit- 
tee having charge of this subject shall have explored and presented it 
in the aspect that their deliberations and their examinations shall lead 
them to present ittous. I can not suppose that if this bill should come 
in from the Committee on Agriculture it would pass the Senate prob- 
ably without being considered by the Committee on Finance, and possi- 
bly not without being considered by the Committee on Commerce. 
Certainly a large portion of the dealing with these great interests thus 
presented here has to do strictly with commerce, both domestic com- 
merce and foreign commerce; but at the bottom of both questions of 
dealing with it in commerce and of dealing with it in revenue, the 
nature and character of the interest promoting the bill and the oppos- 
ing interests are of matters that have todo with farm products, and it is 
so regarded by the people of this country. 

Mr. BECK. I wish to ask the Senator from New York whether he 
does not regard wool and tobacco as equally farm products, and if the 
question of taxation in regard to them came up would he not send them 
to the Committee on Finance? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion to re- 
fer the bill to the Committee on Agriculture ezd Forestry. 

Mr. BECK. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Ram oy and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. CAMDEN (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. MANDERSON] on this question. 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). Iam with the Sen- 
ator from Delaware [Mr. Gray.] Ido not know how he would vote 
if he were here. I should vote ‘ nay’’ if he were here. 

Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. CoLquitr.] Not knowing how he would 
vote, I withhold my vote. 

Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. GrorGe’s name was called). My col- 
ne? ei GRORGE] is paired with the Senator from New Hampshire 

r. PIKE). ; 
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Mr. GORMAN (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. 

Mr. HEARST (when his name was called). I am paired with my 


colleague [Mr. STANFORD]. 

Mr. PLUMB (when the name of Mr. INGALLS was called) yy, 
colleague (Mr. INGALLS] is paired with the Senator from Colorado 
[Mr. Bowen]. ' 

Mr. LOGAN (when his name was called). 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Ransom]. 

Mr. McPHERSON (when his name was called). I am paired gen. 
erally with my colleague [Mr. SEWELL]. I do not know how he 
would vote on this motion. If he were here, I would vote ‘ nay.» 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). Iam paired on this ques- 
tion with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan]. 

Mr. McMILLAN (when Mr. SABIN’s name was called). My col- 
leagne [Mr. SABIN] is paired with the Senator from West Virginia 
[Mr. Kenna]. If my colleague were here, he would vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. SAWYER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY]. If he were here, I should 
vote ‘* yea.”’ 

Mr. TELLER (when his name was called). I am paired on political 
questions with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Gipson]. Not re- 

rdiug this as such, I vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

Mr. VANCE (when his name was called). I was paired with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. PALMER]. My colleague [Mr. RAnsow] 
is absent, and I will transferthat pairtomy colleague. [ vote ‘‘ nay.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. SPOONER. I wish toannounce that the Senator from Nebraska 
[Mr. MANDERSON] is at West Point, charged with a duty by the Senate. 
He is paired. 

Mr. HALE. My colleague [Mr. Fry] is absent, paired with the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. GorMAN]. 

Mr. LOGAN. I was with the Senator from North Carolina 
[Mr. Ransom] when I left last week, but I understand the Senator 
from New York [Mr. MILLER] is now paired with him, and has trans- 
ferred it to the Senator from Michigan [Mr. PALMER]. That being 
the case, I vote “‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. CONGER. My col e [Mr. PALMER] is paired with the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANcr]. 

Mr. COCKRELL (after having voted in the affirmative). I am paired 
with the Senator from South Carolina |Mr. Hampton]. I withdraw 
my vote. 

Mr. CONGER. I stated that my colleague [ Mr. PALMER] was paired 
with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. The pair has 
been transferred to the Senator’s colleague [Mr. Ransom]. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I announced a pair with the Senator from Nebraska 
[Mr. MANDERSON]. I have transferred the pair to the Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. PLatr]. I observe he is nothere. I withdraw the 
pair with the Senator from Nebraska and announce my pair with the 


Iam paired with the 


Senator from Connecticut. Not knowing how he would vote, | with- 
hold ‘my vote. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. I am paired generally with the Senator from 


Nebraska [Mr. MANDERSON]. He isabsent under order of the Senate. 
If he were here, I should vote “yea.” 

Mr. KENNA. Iam paired with the Senator from Minnesota { Mr. 
SABrn], but understanding that he would if present vote as I do, I vote 
“ ” 

yea. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—22, 
lison Evarts. Teller, 
Bian : Hale, ee Van Wyck, 
Cameron, Harrison, Miller, Whitthorne, 
Conger, Hoar, Mitchell ofOreg., Wilson of Iowa 
Dawes, Kenna, Sherman, 
Dolph, Logan, Spooner, 
NAYS—21. 

Cok: Vest, 
peeks Kamunds, Mornil, Walthall, 
Berry, Eustis, Payne, Wilson of Md. 
Brown, Harris, " 

Butler, Hawley berger, 
Call, Jones of Arkansas, Vance, 

ABSENT—33. 
Black George, cPherson Sabin, 
a Gibson, Se Sauisbur 7, 
Camden, Gorman, Mitchell of Pa., Sawyer 
Chace, Gray, Morgan, Sewell 
Cockrell, Hampton, ’ Stanford 
Colquitt, Hearst, Pike, Voorhees. 
Cullom, Ingalls, Platt, 
Fair, Jones of Florida, Plumb, 
Frye, Jones of Nevada, " 


So the motion to refer the bill to the Committee on Agriculture 04' 
"Sir BECK sea 
subsequently said: Iask leave to offer an amendment to 
as the ‘ 


House bill 8328, known bill,’ not committing 
myself to all its The amendment is the House bil! in '™ 
gard to tariff taxation. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the aweu- 
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ment will be printed and referred to the Committee on Agriculture | 
and Forestry. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CONGER. _Is the morning business through ? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The morning business is closed. The 
consular and diplumatic appropriation bill is before the Senate. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman in charge of the appropriation 
pill, if we can not reach the Calendar to-day, to allow me to call up—— 

Mr. ALLISON. I will say to the Senator from Michigan that I 
think the consular and diplomatic bill will not take an hour of the 
time of the Senate. 

Mr. CONGER. It may take more. I desire to say that there are 
two bills—one for the establishment of light-houses, on which some 
pills of the Senate Committee on Commerce have been placed as amend- 
ments, providing for all the light-houses recommended by the Light- 
House Board and by the Committee on Commerce; and another for light- 
ships. I am very anxious to have those bills passed, that a committee 
of conference may be appointed, and that they may be passed in some 
form, so that appropriations for them can be placed in the sundry civil 
bill. I ask this because after to-day I expect to be gone for the re- 
mainder of the week. Having had charge of these bills, I desire very 
much to have them this morning. 

Mr. DOLPH. With the permission of the Senator from Iowa I de- 
sire to state that on Thursday last, when the morning hour was given 
up to other business, it was agreed that the bill reported by myself 
from the Committee on Public Lands to forfeit certain lands granted 
to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company should come up immediately 
after the morning business to-day. Of course I do not propose to an- 
tagonize the appopriation bill. I am also informed that during my 
absence it was agreed that to-day and to-morrow should be devoted to 
unobjected cases on the Calendar. I will not undertake to antagonize 
that order; but I give notice that on Wednesday, immediately after 
the morning business, I shall make a motion to take up again for con- 
sideration the bill referred to. 

Mr. BECK. I intended Saturday morning to call up the bill (S. 
2578) to prohibit members of Congress from acting as attorneys or em- 
ployés for railroad companies holding charters or having received grant 
of lands or pecuniary aid from the United States. I do not propose to 
antagonize what is going on to-day or to-morrow as to the Calendar or 
to call it up on Wednesday, but on Thursday after the close of the 
morning business I shall endeavor to call up that bill and ask a vote 
on it. 

Mr. BUTLER. Is it understood that after the conclusion of the 
— and consular appropriation bill we shall go on with the Cal- 
endar? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair so understands, that after 
the conclusion of the present bill, the diplomatic and consular appro- 
priation bill, the Calendar will be taken up under the eighth rule. 
The reading of the bill will be proceeded with. 


LIGHT-HOUSE SUPPLY STEAMERS. 


Mr. CONGER. I believe the Senator from Iowa will yield to allow 
me to have the light-house and light-ship bills taken up. I ask it 
simply because I have to leave to be gone the remainder of the week. 
I ask the courtesy of the Senate to take up these light-house and light- 
ship bills now. There is no objection tothem, I think. They are No. 
1460 and No. 1461 in the Order of Business. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator, from Michigan moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7627) 
providing for the construction of a light-house supply steamer for the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts. 

Be a being put, it was declared that the noes appeared to 
P tb 

Mr. CONGER. I do not know when there has been a refusal to a 
gentleman under such circumstances when he was going away. 

The question being again put, the motion was agreed to—ayes 25, 
noes not counted. 

The bill (H. R. 7627) providing for the construction of a light-house 
supply steamer for the Atlantic and Gulf coasts was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

eens from the Committee on Commerce With amend- 
meni 

The first amendment was, in line 8, after the word ‘‘ made,”’ to strike 
out, the words “for that purpose;’’ so as to read: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, authorized and di- 
rected to construct a suitable steamer for use in eels the light-houses on 
the A and Gulf coasts of the United States, the sum required for con- 
tion hereafter to be made, the 


UTTER 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to add: 

Also to cause to be constructed an iron screw-steamer for use as 2 light-house 
tender in the cost of which shall not exceed the 


district, the 

= eet semetes contenet foe thoconstraction of euch steamers 

built in American ship-yarce. POT en vet 
The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was to insert as a new section: 


Sec. 2. That the Light-House Board is authorized and required to establish 
and maintain light-ships at the following-named places: One at or near the 
southeast end of Hog Island Shoal, Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island ; one at or 
near the south end of Ram Island Reef, Fisher's Island Sound, Long Island, New 
York; one, the cost of which shall not exceed the sum of $40,000, to be stationed 
off Grosse Point, Lake Saint Clair, Michigan. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill providing for the con- 
struction of a light-house supply steamer for the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts, and for other purposes.”’ 

Mr. CONGER. I now ask that a committee of conference be asked 
for on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on this bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and by unanimous consent the President 
pro tempore was authorized to appoint the conferees on the part of the 
Senate, and Mr. McMILLAN, Mr. Doipn, and Mr. GORMAN were ap- 
pointed. 

NEW LIGHT-HOUSES. 

Mr. CONGER. Now, I move to take up House bill No. 5562. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (I. R. 5862) providing for 
the establishment of a light-house and fog-signal at San Luis Obispo, 
Cal., was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Commerce with an 
amendment, which was to add to the bill: 


Also that there be established at or near Point Sur, on the seacoast of Cali- 
fornia, a light-house and fog-signal station, the entire cost of which shall not 
exceed the sum of $100,000; also that a light-house and fog-signal be estab!ished 
on Castle Hill, Rhode Island, at the entiance to Newport Harbor, under the di- 
rection of the Light-House Board: Provided, That a suitable site for the light- 
house can be obtained without expense to the Government, upon terms and con- 
ditions to be agreed upon by said board with the owner of the land at Castle 
Hill, the entire cost of which shall not exceed the sum of $10,000; alsothat there 
shall be established above Pulpit Point, Whitehall Narrows, New York, a light 
to guide vessels through said narrows, the cost of which shall not exceed the 
sum of $200; also that a light be established on the bridge between New Bedford 
and Fairhaven, Massachusetts, the entire cost of which shall not exceed the sum 
of $200; also that a light-house and fog-signal be established on one of the Gull 
Rocks, opposite the United States Naval Training School, in Upper Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, the entire cost of which shall not exceed the sum of $10,- 
000; also that there be established and erected a light-house on Crabtree’s Ledge 
(socalled), between Bean Island and the mainland of Crabtree’s Neck, in French- 
man’s Bay, Hancock County, Maine, the cost of which shall not exceed the sum 
of $10,000; also that there be established a light-house and fog-signal at or near 
Deer Island, in Boston Harbor, Massachusetts, the cost of which shall not exceed 
the sum of $35,000; also that there be established a light-house at or near Lubec 
Narrows, Maine, the cost of which shall not exceed the sum of $40,000; also that 
there be appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, $2,000 for the purchase of a right of way from Cape Orford Light-Station 
to the town of Cape Orford, Oregon; also that there be established a light-house 
at Two Harbors, Minnesota, the cost of which shall not exceed the sum of $10,000 ; 


also that there be established a light-house on Gould Island, Narragansett Bay, * 


State of Rhode Island, the cost of which shall not exceed the sum of $10,000; 
also that there be established a light-station at or near North Point, to take the 
place of the old one near Milwaukee, on Milwaukee Bay, Lake Michigan, Wis- 
consin, the cost of which shall not exceed the sum of $15,000; also for the pur- 
chase ofa site and the construction ofa first-order coast light-house at Cape Meares, 
Tillamook Bay, Oregon, the cost of which shall not exceed the sum of $60,000; 
also that the appropriation of $15,000 made by the act of Congressapproved July 
7, 1884, “for removing the Croatan Light-House to a point where it will be of 
more value to navigators,” be made available for the erection of a new light- 
house at the proposed point. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like to ask the Senator from Michigan if 
all these proposed lights and stations have received the approval of the 
Light-House Board? 

Mr. CONGER. They have, all of them, as being among the most 
necessary lights. Some others have been recommended, but they did 
not have the recommendation of the board as among those most neces- 
sary to be established. The committee have grouped together in this 
one bill those that seemed most important. 

Mr. BECK. I could not quite hear the Senator from Michigan. 
Does he say that the Committee on Commerce were unanimous in this 
report? 

Mr. CONGER. I understand so, and the Light House Board sent a 
special recommendation in each case. I will say that several of these 
items were passe by the House in separate bills, and the Committee 


on Commerce cf the Senate thought it proper to put them all together. 


in one bill. 

Mr. HALE. In one of these cases, which is within my knowledge, 
I know that subsequent investigations have shown that the appropria- 
tion for thecostof the structure provided for here ought to be increased. 
I move in the case of Crabtree’s Ledge light to increase the limitation 
to $25,000. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The Carer CLERK. In line 33 it is proposed to strike out the word 
“ten”? and to insert ‘‘twenty-five;’’ so as to read: 


Also that there be established and erected a light-house on Crabtree’s Ledge 
(so called), between. Bean Island and the mainland of Crabtree’s Neck, in French- 
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man's Bay, Hancock County, Maine, the cost of which shall not exceed the sum 
of $25,000, 

Mr. CONGER. I have no objection tothat. I remember that there 
was a second report. We took the report of the committee of the Light- 
House Board first, but this was a subsequent report on further exami- 
nation. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: 


A bill providing for the establishment of certain light-houses and fog-signals, 
and for other purposes, 

Mr. CONGER. 
ments to this bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and by unanimous consent the President 
pro tempore was authorized to appoint the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. Mr. McMILLAN, Mr. DoLpH, and Mr. GORMAN were ap- 
peinted. 


DIPLOMATIC 


I move that a conference be asked on the amend- 


AND CONSULAR APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. 6392) making appropriations for the diplomatic 
and consular service of the Government for the fiscal year ended June 
30, 1887, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kentucky [ Mr. 
BECK | suggested rather than moved that a large number of the amend- 
ments reported by the Committee on Appropriations be considered as 
one amendment. If there be no objection that order will be taken in 
regard to these formal amendments. They will all be stated as one 
amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. There is no objection, except that at one particular 
point I shall ask to have a separate consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The text proposed to be stricken out 


will not be read. 
Mr. ALLISON. I will call attention to the amendment I wantacted 


on separately as it is reached. 
The Chief Clerk read from line 192 to line 365 of the bill as 
to be amended by the Committee on Appropriations, as follows: 
Oxvass II,—At $3,500 per annum : 
CHINA. 
Foo Chow; Hankow; Canton; Amoy; Tien-Tsin; Chin-Kiang. 


PERU. 
Callao. 


Crass ITT.—At $3,000 per annum: 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
Manchester; Glasgow; Bradford; Belfast; Demerara; Ottawa; Singapore. 


CHINA. 
»Ningpo. 

FRANCE, 

Havre. 
SPANISH DOMINIONS. 

Matanzas (Cuba). 

MEXICO. 
Vera Cruz. 


UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA. 
Colon (Aspinwall). 


Nagasaki; Osaka and Hiogo. 


Valparaiso. 
Crass IV.—At $2,500 per annum: 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Tunstall; Birmingham; Sheffield; Dundee; Leith; Nottingham; Victoria 
(British Columbia). 


JAPAN. 


FRENCH DOMINIONS. 
Marseilles; Bordeaux; Lyons. 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIO, 
Buenos Ayres. 
GERMANY. 
Hamburg; Bremen; Dresden. 
SPANISH DOMINIONS. 
Cienfuegos; Santiago de Cuba. 
BELGIUM. 
Brussels; Antwerp. 
DANISH DOMINIONS. 


St. Thomas. 
TURKISH DOMINIONS, 
Smyrna. 
GREECE. 
Athens. 


Crass V.—At $2,000 per annum: 
GREAT BRITAIN, 
ae Leeds; one Bonaetn Heating $0uteste); M. Zeba prow 
w ; ingston ; Nassan Providence); Port 
Mauritinag); ‘Sydney (New South Wales). — . 
VENEZUELA. 
Maracaibo. 


Beirut; Jerusalem. 


SPANISH DOMINIONS. 
San Juan (Porto Rice); Sagua la Grande (Cuba), 
BARBARY STATES. 
Tangier. 


JUNE 7, 
NETHERLANDS. 
Rotterdam. 
RUSSIA. 
Odessa. 
GERMANY. 


Sonneberg ; Nuremberg ; Barmen ; Cologne ; Chemnitz ; Liepsic; Crefeld. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
Trieste ; Prague. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Basle ; Zurich. 

ITALY. 
Palermo. 

MEXICO. 
Acapulco; Matamoras, 

BRAZIL. 


Pernambuco. 
MADAGASCAR, 


Tamatave. 
URUGUAY. 
Montevideo. 
HON DURAS. 
Tegucigalpa. 
COSTA RICA, 
San Jose. 


NICARAGUA. 
Managua ; San Juan del Norte. 
SAN SALVADOR. 
San Salvador. 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


Manila. . 
FRIENDLY AND NAVIGATORS ISLANDS, 
Apia. 
Mr. ALLISON. I desire to call attention at this point to the fact 


that the Committee on Appropriations carry the item for the consul at 
Apia from class 6 to class 5, increasing the pay of the consul at this 
point $500, bringing it within the $2,000 class instead of the $1,500. 
It is stricken out of class 6, and by lines 364 and 365 it is brought over 
to class 5. It is struck out of the provision on page 20, lines 455 and 
456. I merely wished to explain it. 

The Chief Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the words 
proposed to be inserted in lieu of the original bill between lines 188 
and 519, as follows: 

Crass VI.—At $1,500 per annum: 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Bristol ; Clifton ; Southampton ; Newcastle ; Auckland ; Gibraltar ; Cape Town; 
St. Helena; Charlottetown (Prince Edward Island); Port Stanley (Falkland Is\- 
ands); Pictou; Winnipeg; Mahe; Ki mn; Prescott; Port Sarnia; Quebec ; St. 
John's (Canada); Ba oes; Bermuda; Fort Erie; Goderich (Canada West) ; 
Amherstburg (Canada West); Windsor (Canada West); Ceylon; Antigua; St, 
Stephen's; Malta. 

FRENCH DOMINIONS. 

Nice; Martinique ; Guadeloupe. 


Cadiz; Malaga; Barcelona. 
PORTUGUESE DOMINIONS. 
Fayal (Azores) ; Funchal (Madeira). 


SPAIN. 


BELGIUM. 
Verviers and Liege. 
GERMANY. 
Munich ; Stuttgart; Mannheim; Aix la Chapell 
NETHERLANDS, 
Amsterdam. 
DENMARK. 
Copenhagen. 7 
WITZERLAND. 
Geneva. 
ITALY. 
Genoa; Naples; Milan; Leghorn; Florence; Messina. 
. MEXICO. 
Tampico; El Paso del Norte. 
VENEZUELA. 
Laguayra; Puerto Cabello. 
PARAGUAY. 
Asuncion. 
BRAZIL. 
Bahia; Para. 
SAN DOMINGO. 
San Domingo. 
TURKISH DOMINIONS. 
Sivas. 


ScuEeDute C. 
Crass VIT.—At $1,000 per annum : 
GREAT BRITAIN. = 
Gaspe Basin; Windsor (NovaScotia); Bombay; Sierra Leone; Turk's (sland, 


CHILI. 
Talcahuano. 
GERMANY. 
Stettin. 
BELGIUM. 
Ghent. 
FRANCE, 
Nantes; Algiers. 
ITALY. 
Venice. 
HAYTI. 
Cape Haytien. 
NETHERLANDS. 
Batavia. 
BRAZIL. 
Rio Grande do Sul. 
HONDURAS. 


Ruatan and Truxillo (to reside at Urilla). 


EASTERN APRICA, 
Mozambique. 
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MEXICO. 
Guaymas; Nuevo Laredo; Piedras Negras. 
MUSCAT. 
Zanzibar. 
PORTUGUESE DOMINIONS, 
Santiago (Cape Verde Islands). 
SOCIETY ISLANDS, 
Tahiti. 
SWEDEN AND NORWAY, 
Christiania. 
CoMMERCIAL AGENCIES. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amehdment of the Committee on Appespeiations was, after 
line 523, to insert: 


ScueEepvute C, 
Saint Paul de Loando; Levuka; 4 
And in the estimates for the fiscal ending June 30, 1888, there shall be es- 


timated for specifically, under classified consulates, all consulates and commer- 


cial agencies where the fees collected or compensation aliowed for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1886, exceeds $1,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was, to 
strike out line 542, as follows: 

For allowance for clerks at consulates, as follows. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

For allowance for clerks at consulates, $50,320, the sum to be allowed at each 
consulate not to exeeed the rate herein seek as follows. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, at the beginning of line 577, before the 
words ‘‘ for clerks,”’ to strike out ‘‘allowancé’’ and insert ‘‘ for an ad- 
ditional allowance;’’ so as to make the clause read: 

For an additional allowance for clerks at consu to be expended undtr 
the direction of the Secretary of State at consulates not herein provided for in 
respect to clerk-hire, no greater portion of this sum than $400 to be allowed to 
any one consulate in any one year: Provided, That the total sum expended 
in one year shall not exceed amount ees. $10,000: And Surther, 
That out of the amount hereby appropriated the Secretary of State may make 


such allowancc as may to him seem oo ga to any interpreter for clerical serv- 
Sonn Gdtliilipe to bie paw on tnbenpenten ” 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was, un- 
der the head of ‘Contingent Expenses, United States Consulates,’’ in 
line 654, after the word ‘ naeaten,* tndenesd “ tenveling ex- 
penses of consular clerks;’” so as to make the clause read: 


Expense of ee ee ee eee cement and ether books, 
seals, presses, rent, furniture, statistics, newspapers, freight, 
foreign and pn Ng telegrams, een: SerenDaneTan, traveling ex- 
penses of consular clerks, and such other laneous expenses as the Presi- 
—- may think necessary for the several consulates and commercial agencies 

the transaction of their business, $150,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

Mr. EVARTS. Inthememorandum that is printed under the author- 
ity of the committee having in charge this appropriation bill, there is 
a clause suggested by the Secretary of State which woald properly come 
jn as an amendment following the last line of the bill: 

fake eee Sores, ook ve chore hereafter in the o aensunt of any 
consular officer of approval of the Secretary of State, 
which certificate bp conainties upon the accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury, and be deemed by them asufficient voucher for the expenditure it covers. 

The Secretary proceeds to say: 

= embarrassments pa a divided discretion in executive duties are obvious, 
The impossibility of 


it 


ion of 
Treasury, who can not the knowledge 
performance of the business of another ent of the Gov- 


I therefore consider the guards upon allowance or expense are 
the amendmei1 have subsilied, and that much useless friction cau be saved 
IT can not but concur with the Secretary of State in thinking that 
many embarrassments do arise in the conduct by officers abroad of their 
duties in petty matters of eee oe eat eeu et 
See ne yet Gay find themselves obstructed in the passing of 
accounts when they come to the Treasury officers. Whether or 
not at any time an arrangement gen noma ep — completely assign to the 
Paso toe consular system, it seems to 
tar elle Mecegpeoes long as the appointment and responsi- 
eae to these officers is in the State Department—of course, 
the having no authority of his own— 
oat andaee a discord which in my own experience and in matters 
which have been brought to calhed Co ere since have arisen. 
here and matters we probably do not feel or 
the difionltion int which our officers :.4rr°d, where they are 
both disereet and frugal, may find themselves ix io!’ ‘owing the direc- 
State Department under its system of expenditure and sup- 
themselves covered thereby, when the accounts reach the Treas- 
without any imputation either of or 
the abroad, they are considered under the mere 
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interest and duty of accounting officers. That often brings the parties 
into a very uncomfortable position. They are not generally persons of 
much means, and they have not very ample emoluments from the office; 
and frequently in deficiency bills, after a delay of years sometimes, 
these matters that aresmall really but important to the officers abroad, 
are finally settled and disposed of. 

Now, Mr. President, I donot know whether a suggestion of this amend- 
ment would encounter the ground of being in the nature of new legis- 
lation. My own impression is that it would not be so, but I am en- 
tirely in favor of the general proposition that appropriation bills should 
exclude new legislation. I should hardly think that a clause of this 
kind, if it should approve itself to the good sense of the Senate, could 
be discarded upon a suggestion that it was in the nature of new leg 
lation. 

Mr. ALLISON. In response to the last suggestion made by the Sen 
ator from New York, I think it would be new legislation. Whether it 
is such new legislation in the bill, limiting and controlling as it does 
the contingent expenses, I do not seek to say. Indeed, I think it very 
likely, if it was necessary, we could place the limitation proposed by 
the Senator from New York on this appropriation; but the Committee 
on Appropriations considered this amendment with a great deal of care, 
because the Secretary of State very much desired it. He stated to us, 
as he does in his letter, that there were great inconveniences 
from the fact that these contingent-expense accounts are overhauled by 
the accounting officers of the Treasury. That is no doubt true, not 
only with these contingent expenses, but with the contingent expenses 
of every Department; and the committee believed that if they were to 
begin this system of regulation, whereby the certificate of one head of 
Department should be conclusive upon the accounting officers of the 
Treasury, it would be but a little while until, with this class of ex- 
penses at least, we should have no accounting officers. I do not know 
but that would be a wise thing; Iam not so clear about it, but cer- 
tainly it is a radical change and a change that has never been proposed 
to my knowledge before. Certainly, since the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment, the accounting oflicers of the Treasury have revised every ex- 
penditure of the Government, of every department of the Government, 
of every officer of the Government, except in the single instance wherein 
by special legislation that power has been reserved to the President for 
small sums of money respecting our foreign relations. If there is any 
reservation now in the case of any head of Department, such as is pro- 
posed here, I am not aware of it. I appreciate these little annoyances 
affecting the accounts of the Secretary of State, and the honorable Sen- 
ator from New York has had the like experience; but it seems to me it 
is rather a dangerous provision to insert at this time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the amend- 
ment is clearly excluded by the rules. 

Mr. EVARTS. I was going to say that I would not insist on the 
amendment, but perhaps in some reorganization, which is now thought 
of and spoken of at the last sitting, this may appear as a proper reg- 
ulation. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill making ap- 
propriations for the diplomatic and consular service of the Government 
for the fiscal year ending June 13, 1887, and for other purposes.’’ 


JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HARRIS in the chair). The Sec- 
retary will state the first case on the Calendar under Rule VIII. 

The bill (S. 1286) to amend section 604 of the Revised Statutes, and 
for other purposes, was announced as first in order. 

Mr. BECK. That stands on a motion to reconsider, I think, 
not? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. BECK, 
to-day first. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS WITH OPEN DOORS. 

The next business on the Calendar was the resolution submitted by 

Mr. PLATT, and reported adversely from the Committee on Rules by 


Mr. INGALLS, declaring that executive nominations shall hereafter be 
considered in open session. 


sine 
ing 


does it 


It does. 
Perhaps we had better go on with unobjected cases 


Being objected to, the bill goes over. 


Mr. ALLISON. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Being objected to, the resolution goes 
over. 
ELON A. MARSH AND MINARD LAFEVER. 


The bill (S. 500) for the relief of Elon A, Marsh and Minard Lafever 
Was announced as next in order on the Calendar. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Patents with an amend- 
ment, to strike out all after the enacting clause and insert a subsitute 
therefor. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
hear what it is. 

The Chief Clerk read the preamble. 


Read the preamble there referred to that we may 
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The Chief Clerk read the following passages from the report, sub. 
mitted by Mr. Dorn, from the Committee on Claims, April 23, 1:34. 


The facts in this case, which have been “ judicially ascertained ” }y Court 
of Claims, are as follows: ‘ = 



























Mr. ALLISON. I object to that, the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. 
PLATT] not being present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Being objected to, the bill goes over. 
Does the Senator ask that it hold its place on the Calendar? 


ALLISON i oilli : . ain i " First. Thatin July and Au 1865, the claimants, James S. Clark and Fa. 
: Mr. ALLISON. I am willing it shall retain its place on the Calen ward Fulton, together with Joseph C. Palmer, were the owners, jointi, pt 
dar. : SER as : ; : weed bales of cotton, which was cons by them to C. A. Dexter, supervising spe. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thenit goes over without prejudice, | cial agent of the United States ury Department, at Mobile, in the State of 
retaining its place on the Calendar. 


Alabama, in the last part of said July or the first part of said August. 

Second. That the said cotton was so consigned to said Treasury agent by 4) 
claimants because the Government at that time had charge of the railroads a),,; 
other means of transportation to Mobile; and the use of such means of trayc. 

rtation was necessary in order to facilitate the arrival of said cotton at \o- 

je, and wi its arrival there was claimed of him by the claimants. i 

Third. That in August, 1865, the said Treasury agent, having received orders 
from the Treasury Department to ship all cotton received by him, shipped ti, 
said 900 bales of cotton to Simeon Draper, United States cotton agent in New 
York, where it arrived and was sold by the United States, and the net proceeds 
thereof, amounting to the sum of $127,350, were paid into the Treasury of the 
United States. 

Fourth. That during the late rebellion the claimants resided in the city of New 
Orleans, State of Louisiana. : 

In a to the above facts your committee find, as a fact established by the 
evidence taken in said cause, that the claimants did not, nor did either of them, 
give any aid or comfort to the late rebellion. 

The claimants instituted their suit in the Court of Claims on the 27th day of 
March, 1872, and the defense there interposed, aside from a contest in regard to 
the facts, was the statute of limitations. There were two pleas of the statute of 
ene interposed by the United States to the claimants’ right to recover. as 

lollows: 

First. That the claimants did not prefer their claim to the proceeds of sai: 
cotton within two years after the suppression of the rebellion. This plea was 
based upon the third section of the act of March 12, 1863 (12 Statutes at Large, 


page 820). . 
Second. That the claimants did not file their petition in the Court of Claims 
within six years after the claim accrued. 

This plea was founded on the tenth section of the act of Congress for the re- 
organization of the Court of Claims, approved March 3, 1863 (12 Statutes at 
Large, 765). The case was twice argued in the Court of Claims before four 
of the of said court, and at each of the said trials the court was equally 
divi in regard to the sufficiency of said pleas as a defense to said action. 

In the Supreme Court the case was argued before seven judges, and the judg- 
ment of the Court of Claims, adverse to the claimants, was there affirmed, with 
Justices Field, Miller, and a ng. 

Your committee can not doubt that the conversion of the claimants’ cotton to 
the use of the United States, under the orders of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
was an unlawful act, and that the retention by the United States of the proceeds 
resulting from the sale of the claimants’ cotton is also illegal, unjustifiable, un- 


STEPHEN N. SMITH. 

Mr. ALLISON. I make the same objection to the next case, the bill 
(S. 708) for the relief of Stephen N. Smith. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be passed over. 


WILLIAM C, DODGE. 

The bill (8. 301) for the relief of William C. Dodge was announced 
as next in order. 

Mr. HALE. Let us have the report read in that case. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will first be read at length. 
The bill was read. 


Mr. ALLISON. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being made, the bill goes 
over. 

CALIFORNIA LAND SALES, 


The bill (S. 994) granting to the State of California 5 per cent. of the 


net proceeds of the sales of lands in said State was announced as next 
in order. 


Mr. PLUMB. I think that had better go over. 

Mr. DOLPH. I ask that it retain its place on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the bill will 
be passed over, retaining its place on the Calendar. 


RESTORATION OF NAVAL CADETS. 
The bill (S. 371) limiting a portion of an act entitled ‘‘An act mak- 


ing appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 


30, 1883, and for other purposes,’’ was announced as next in order on the 
Calendar. 


Mr. HALE. Let that bill go over. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill being objected to over.| . ie i 
Is it desired that the objection shall carry it over to the Cal andes Your committee agree with the said committee in the conclusions reached b 


it in said report, that the lawful title of the claimant to the cotton in question 
has not been divested by any proceedings under the authority of the (iovern- 
ment; and that the net proceeds of such cotton having gone into the Treasury 
of the United States through the illegal acts of its agents, it ought not to shield 


itself from the payment of the same to the claimants by the statute of limita- 
tions, 


The committee, therefore, report back the bill and recommend its passage 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. What disposition does the Senator 
from Oregon to make of Senate bill 41 of the same titlc” 

Mr. DOLPH. I move that it be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MARY F. POTTS. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to cous'der the 
bill (S. 244) for the relief of Mary F. Potts. 


The bill was reported from the Committee on Patents with an amen¢- 
ment in line 22, after the word ‘‘extended’’ to insert: 


Rule IX, or does it hold its place ? 

Mr. HALE. Thatobjection can be made atany time hereafter. The 
bill now holds its place, of course. The Senator who has charge of it 
is not here. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be passed over, retaining its 
place. 


JAMES 8. CLARK & CO. 


The bill (S. 41) for the relief of James 8. Clark & Co. was announced 
as next in order. 

Mr. DOLPH. That was up for consideration before. I now move 
to substitute for that Order of Business 1312, being Senate bill 2474, 
and will state that this is a claim for the proceeds of cotton. The facts 
were found in favor of the claimants by the Court of Claims, but the 
case was decided adversely to them by a divided court on the statute 
of limitations. The substitute is simply to send them back to the 
Court of Claims foraretrial. I think there will be no objection to that. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Waiving the statute of limitations? 


Mr. DOLPH. Towaive thestatute. The courtitself wasdivided in ae sod inane, Sie ee extension < roa, or panties, allowed 
regard to the effect of the statute. ’ y $ not 

Mr. McMILLAN. Why waive it? toheriy eat paras granted. 

Mr. DOLPH. Because this seems to be a meritorious case. 0 i ae 

Mr. ALLISON. Let the report be read. Be it enacted, &c., That Commissioner of Paten ,and he is parehy 2 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the bill re- thorized to hear the application of F. Potts for the extension of the letters 


ferred to by the Senator from Oregon will be considered as in Committee 
of the Whole in lieu of the one just announced. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let the report be read. 

Mr. DOLPH. Will the Senator let me make a statement? The re- 
port is very long. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will first be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill (S. 2474) for the relief of James S. 
Clark & Co., and the Senate as in Committee of the Whole proceeded 
to consider it. 

The bill proposes to confer jurisdiction on the Court of Claims to re- 
hear and determine de novo the claim of James 8. Clark & Co. for the 
proceeds of 900 bales of cotton taken from their possession by the United 
States Treasury agent at Mobile, Ala., in the month of August, 1865, 


patent ted to her 1 for improved sad-iron, numbered 103501, as 
reissued Janvary 6, Sei sleet the extension of the letters patent granted 
etal for t in sad-irons, membered 113448 as rolesned 
1872, and subsequen reissued October ; and saic oni- 

ea di wd said reissued patents re- 
ne and the same to the said . Potts, her heirs, executors, 
or for the pe Nn fy the dates of their 

expiration, w shall be recorded in the Patent Office ; and there- 
upon the said patents shall have the same force and effect in law as if originally 
granted for the fall term for which the same may be extended: Provided, how- 
ever, That no extension of said patents, or either of them, allowed by tlhe Com- 
missioner, shall to give the any not secured to her by 
eae : And provided . That it shall be estab- 
= said Commissioner that said Mary F. Potts has. wit)- 
out neglect or fault on her part, failed to obtain from the use or sale of her in- 
vention or a peneaeennen eee time, ingenuity, and expense 

use. 


| 
| 
"3 


; ; : : The amendment was agreed to. 

and to determine the suit on the merits, without to any statute amendment 
of limitations or adverse decision of the court or of the Supreme Court ae the Senate as amended and the amet’ 
on the former heari 


earing. 

Mr. DOLPH. If it is desired now I ask that the Secretary may 
read the portions of the report which I have marked, and I think they 
will be satisfactory to the Senator from Iowa, the rest being a legal 


argument. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read such por- 


order. 
tions of the report as are indicated by the Senator from Oregon. Mr. HALE. TheSenator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] in charge of 
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that and the next bill being absent, I think it had better remain on the 
Calendar. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The bill will be passed over, retain- 
ing its place on the Calendar. 


DISTRICT LIQUOR SALES. 


The bill (S. 1380) relating to the sale of distilled and fermented 
liquors in the District of Columbia was announced as next in order. 

Mr. CULLOM. Let the same order be made in relation to that bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will remain on the Calendar, 
holding its place. 


LOUISE HOME PROPERTY. 


The bill (S. 1129) to exempt from taxation all property held by the 
trustees of the Louise Home, and for other purposes, was announced as 
pext in order. 

Mr. ALLISON. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be passed over. 

Mr. CULLOM. Isee that this bill is reported by the Senator occu- 
pying the chair (Mr. Harris]. 


“The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair was just sending for a 
brother Senator to take the chair. 


Mr. CULLOM. I arose for the purpose of giving the Chair time to 
do that. 


Mr. ALLISON. I am very glad the Senator from Illinois did. I 
did not mean to cut off the Senator from Tennessee. 


Mr. HARRIS. I ask the Senator from Iowa, Mr. President, to allow 


the report in these two cases, Orders of Business 233 and 234, to be read. 


They involve exactly the same principle, and if the bill in its present 
shape as reported by the Committee on the District of Columbia shall 
not be to the Senator from Iowa or to the Senate, I hope we 
shall be able to put the bills in such shape as will be satisfactory, for 
I think it is important that in some form they should be passed. I hope 
therefore the objection will be withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. McMILLAN in the chair). 
objection withdrawn ? 

Mr. ALLISON. Long enough to hear the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 


The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. HARRIS 
February 19, 1886: 

The Committee on the District of Columbia,to which was referred the bill 

1129) to excmpt from taxation all property held by the trustees of the Louise 
for other pu has considered the same, and reports: 
the 2ist day of November, 1869, W. W. Corcoran conveyed by deed to 
James M. Carlisle and others, trustees, lots numbered 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16, in 
No. 196, in the city of Washington, D.C. ; the purpose being— 

and maintain in the city of Washington * * * an institu- 
tion for the support and maintenance of a limited number of gentlewomen, 
been reduced by misfortune, so as, in the opinion of the trustees and 

to be r persons to receive such assistance.”’ 

That the grou us conveyed make about 53,000 square feet, fronting 381 
feet on Massachusetts avenue, which, with the buildings and improvements 
placed upon them, are estimated at at least $200,000. 

In to the buildings and grounds, Mr. Corcoran endowed the home 
with a fund of $325,000, well invested in stocks and bonds, for its permanent 


The home was opened for occupation on the 17th day of April, 1871. 
‘Sixty-four ladies have enjoyed the benefits of the home, and the family 
consists of forty-two, ie ‘Fe full enjoyment of all the comforts and home 


that can be 

the home were incorporated by act approved March 3, 1875; 

the second section of which act provides as follows: ; 

That the buildings and grounds connected therewith, and all prop- 
trustees for the purposes of said trust, on the square numbered 

taxes and assessment by the municipal authorities, or 

long as the same shall held and used for the pur- 


approved February 24, 1879, provides as follows: 

the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
een ee oon That the commise‘oners of the District of Colum- 
to release the p*: erty held by the trustees of 
of trust from William W. Corcoran to the said 
1869, from all taxes levied upon it since the date 
for reception of inmates, and now remaining un- 


taxes upon the property conveyed by the deed of Novem- 
the endowment fund was not descri in said deed. 
from Mr. Corcoran to the committee, amongst other things he 


Is the 


fF 
: 


4 
Hi 


» 


eee eee around and buildings of the home proper, the trustees 
held six houses on they had loaned a considerable portion of the funds 
of the and which they were compelled to buy in under the several 
deeds of trust. of these have been at a loss of $13,000, which loss will 
Gas tenes the sale of the three that remain, netting a small in- 
scl of Febery 24, 1879, it that the issi 

appears commission- 

ers of the demanding the payment of certain tax-lien certificates is- 
sued on improvement assessments in 1872 and 1873 against square 196 
(the aggregating $4,207.62, when the facts, as stated to the com- 

ran, are that— 

known as the Louise Home comprise an - 





er tech erey a 
of the several streets. 


completion of all the work of grading and paving side- 


a 
I 
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|} walks, grading and paving gutters and laying curbstones, the erection of a sul- 








— SE IIE ee 
———— 


———— mn 


stantial brick-wall fence, and the planting and boxing of trees on the whole 
front, the regular and established grades of the several streets on which this 
property abutted was materially changed by the board of public works, The 
work of grading and paving had to be done anew, involving the cutting down 
of the sidewalk and street on the Fifteenth street and Massachusetts avenue 
front and heavy filling of the Sixteenth street front. 

In addition to the first work done by the trustees on the streets, the garden 
and grounds of the home within the inclosure were made to conform to the es- 
tablished grade, properly graded and filled, shrubbery planted, and the grounds 
laid out and beautified at greet expense. 

“The arbitrary change of grade made by the board of public works after the 
completion of this work not only caused the necessity of doing the work all 
over on the streets, but also necessitated an entire change of the grade of grounds, 
involving regrading, replanting of shrubbery, heavy filling in several places, and 
deep cutting in others. 

“In addition to the materials and labor already furnished. by the trustees at 
their own cost, the change of grade after the completion of the work involved 
still further large outlays for the purchase of extra material and for labor in un- 
derpinning the brick-fence wall, the setting of extra stone steps, lowering gas 
and water and sewer connections, the underpinning and raising of the house on 
the western portion of the grounds fronting on Sixteenth street, and the erec- 
tion of iron posts and chains, 

“ The cutting down of Massachusetts avenue, and the consequent increase in 
the number of steps at the main entrance of the home building, has wrought 
great and lasting damage to the property, of which no allowance or award of 
damages has ever been made. 

“ Other parties owning improved property on Massachusetts avenue, between 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth streets, in square No. 212, have had fair and liberal al- 
lowance for damages sustained by the change of grade, and not only received 
large credits and drawbacks on their special assessments (some of them having 
the whole charge remitted). but were allowed sums by the board of audit fo: 
damages to property, and in several instances large sums were expended in re- 
pairing the houses, underpinning and removing them, the cost of which was 
charged to the general fund of the District, and no charge made against the prop- 
erty. Inthe case of these other parties, the connections of gas, water, and sewer 
were made by the board of public works, and paid out of the general fund, and 
no charge made against the parties. 

“In the case of the Louise Home these connections of gas, water, and sewer 
were a}' made by the trustees at their own expense and no allowance made for 
it. 

“*]n one case a house was entirely removed from Massachusetts avenue to N 
street at a cost of $5,300.40 to the District government. 

“In another case a house was underpinned at a cost to the District of $1,735.68, 
and the owner received in addition an award of $2,000 from the board of audit. 

“The frame house owned by the Louise Home on Sixteenth street had to be 
underpinned and repaired at a considerable cost, and for this an allowance of 
only $400 was made by the board of audit, which is the only award made tothe 
trustees for all the damage to the property and for the cost of materials and 
labor expended on the streets. 

“ The following is a synopsis of the expenditures of money made by the trust- 
ees of the Louise Home inthe improvements as above enumerated : 


Grading and paving footway, brick-wall fence, grading gardensand 
grounds, filling Sixteenth street lot, workmen at garden, materials, 
ict aahlateaeadinmbwassen comienenmntemeinianas $8, 105 

Fence and painting 5 

Raising house on Sixteenth street and repairs to same... 

Iron posts and chains................... 

hind nttetishnsnemeontong wense 

Setting five extra stone steps 


Total 









‘* Notwithstanding the large outlay by the Louise Home at its own cost, the 
commissioners of the District of Columbia demand the payment of the follow- 
ing assessments for special improvements, to wit: 


Square 196 of lot 10, Sixteenth street, November 05, 1872..............000000+ ; 





$231 14 
Square 196 of lot 11, Sixteenth street, November 15, 1872..............0c0eeseeeee 771 53 
Square 196 of lot 11, Massachusetts avenue, November 6, 1873................. 998 39 
Square 196 of lot 12, Massachusetts avenue, November 6, 1773 405 31 
Square 196 of lot 13, Massachusetts avenue, November 6, 1873..........0... 353 53D 
Square 196 of lot 14, Massachusetts avenue, November 6, 1973...... 353 50 
Square 196 of lot 15, Massachusetts avenue, November 6, 1873 ........ 405 31 
Square 196 of lot 16, Massachusetts avenue, November 6, 1873..... - 88736 
Square 196 of lot 4, M street, December 11, 1876..............-cccceesecceseneeeecereeese 161 41 


paidlivatidinidatdinsaareesione weve Sane 68 
with interest at 10 per cent. from the date of the assessments, making an aggre- 
gate of over $10,000.” 

From which it appears that these so-called infprovements not only cost Mr. 
Corcoran over $12,000 to repair damages, but there is still claimed of the home, 
or held against it for the work which inflicted this injury, these assessments, 
which, with the penalties and interest, will aggregate about $10,000. 

The committee is of opinion that the property held by a public charity, such 
as this,should be exempt from taxation,the endowment fund as well as the 
grounds and buildings of the home proper. 

While the committee does not think it good policy to allow corporations of 
this character to invest in real estate,except so far as necessary for their own 
immediate purposes, yet inasmuch as the trustees of this charity were compelled 
to purchase certain houses to save the endowment fund from serious loss, the 
committee recommends that such of said houses and lots as are still held by 
said trustees shall be exempt from taxation while so held, provided they shall 
not be so held for more than five years from the passage of this bill. 

Your committee reports the bill back with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute, and the recommendation that it pass. 


Mr. MORRILL. This is a noble and most disinterested charity, and 
I hope that no objection will be made to the passage of the bill. Iam 
sure it will meet with the approval of every Senator present. We have 
exempted other property within the District with far less merit than 
this. 

Mr. HARRIS. I ask in line 4 that the name “‘ Louisa’’ be changed 
to ‘‘ Lonise,”’ inserting ‘‘e’’ instead of ‘‘a.’’ It is a misprint. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That correction will be made. The 
bill is before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. DAWES. Did not the Senator from Iowa object to the consid- 
eration of the bill? 


Mr. HARRIS. He withdrew the objection. 
The bill was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
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The bill was reported from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia with an amendment, to strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: 

That all property held as endowment fund by the trustees of the Louise Home, 
in the city of Washington, D. C., for the purpose of revenue to support said in- 
stitution, shall be, and the same is hereby, declared exempt from ali taxation and 
assessments by the municipal authorities or by the United States so long as the 
same shall be so held; and all taxesand assessments made or imposed upon any 
of the property of said trustees subsequent to the 2ist day of November, 1869, 
whether real, personal, or mixed, be, and the same are hereby, released: Pro- 
vided, That rea! estate heretofore purchased by said trustees in the management 
of the endowment fund shall be exempt from taxation only while so held, and 
not to exceed five years from the passage of this act. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment reported by the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART. 


The bill (8. 1130) to exempt from taxation all property held by the 
trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and for other purposes, was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole 

The bill was reported from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia with an amendment, to strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: 


That all property held as endowment fund by the trustees of the Corcoran 
Gallery of Art,in the city of Washington, D.C.,for the purpose of revenue to 
support said institution, shall be, and the same is hereby, deciared exempt from 
all taxation and assessments by the munigipal authorities or by the United 
States so loug as the same shall be so held; and all taxesand assessments made 
or imposed upon any of the property of said trustees subsequent to the 10th day 
of May, 1869, whether real, personal, or mixed, be,and the same are hereby, re- 
leased: Provided, That real estate heretofore by said trustees in the 


management of the endowment fund shall be exempt from taxation only while 
so held, and not to exceed five years from the passage of this act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


FORECLOSURE OF MORTGAGES. 


The bill (8. 984) to regulate the foreclosure of mortgages and deeds 
of trust in the District of Columbia was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SHERMAN subsequently moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed, and the motion was entered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had directed him to return to the 
Senate, in compliance with its request, the bill (S. 1204) for the relief 


of the children of the late Surgeon Alfred M. Owen, and to increase 
their pensions. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the enrolled bill (H. R. 5910) to detach the counties of Howard, Little 
River, and Sevier from the western and add them to the eastern district 
of Arkansas; and it was thereupon signed by the President pro tempore. 

ELLEN CORCORAN. 

Mr. SAWYER. There was an error in a bill passed by the Senate 
the other day, and I ask for the adoption of the following order: 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the House of ves to return to 
the Senate the bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pension to 5 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order will be agreed to, if there 
be no objection. 
AMENDMENT TO AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. DOLPH submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the agricultural appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

INDIAN TRADERSHIPS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed as the Select Cammittee on 
Indian traderships Mr. PLatr, Mr. CuLtom, Mr. Jongs of Nevada, 
Mr. Coxnr, and Mr. WiLson of Maryland. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES IN DAKOTA. 


Mr. HARRISON. I was requested by the Senator from Connectieut 
[Mr. PLatr], who is necessarily absent this week, to ask the Senate to 


excuse him from service upon the conference committee on 
the bill (H. R. 5888) to legalize and validate the general of the 
Territory of Dakota for the incorporation of insurance and 


for other purposes, and to anthorize and empower the As- 
sembly of said Territory topass such general and toask that some 
onc be substituted in his place. I suggest that the Senator from Iili- 
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nois (Mr. CuLLOm] be substituted in the place of the Senator from (on. 
necticut [Mr. PLatr]. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection, the Senato; 
from Connecticut will be relieved from service, and the Senator {;; 
Illinois [Mr. CuLLoM] will take his place. 


HEIRS OF PETER DELLA TERRE. 


The bill (S. 492) for the relief of Frank Della Terre and Susay F 
Della Terre, heirs of Peter Della Terre, deceased, was announced as ney; 
in order on the Calendar. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Let that go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HARRIs in thechair). Being o}). 
jected to, the bill goes over. Does the Senator propose that it yo over 
to the Calendar under Rule [X, or to have it remain under Rule V[[[» 

Mr. McMILLAN. Let it remain without prejudice. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Calendar. 


ym 


The bill will hold its place on the 


ACCOUNTS WITH RAILWAY COMPANIES. 
The bill (8S. 511) to provide for the settlement of accounts with cer. 
tain railway companies was announced as next in order on the Calendar 
Mr. HARRISON. Is there a report in connection with that bill? 


Mr. BROWN. There is a report. 
Mr. HARRISON. I think the bill had better go over under the other 
Calendar. 


It seems to be a very important measure, remitting some 
dues to the Government. I do not know the extent of it. 

Mr. BROWN. [ask the Senator from Indiana to withdraw the ob- 
jection and permit me to makeashort statement. I think he will not 
object then to the of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does theSenator from Indiana with- 
draw his objection ? 

Mr. HARRISON. 
course. 

Mr. BROWN. Thisisa billsimilar to three different acts which have 
been passed already makinga return of a portion of the money that was 
agreed to be paid by Southern railroad companies at the end of the war 
for rolling-stock. The rolling-stock of the different railroads in the 
South was in a great measure destroyed during the war. The gauge 
there was a 5-foot gauge, while the Northern gauge was 4 feet 8} inches. 
There was a large quantity of rolling-stock on hand when the war ter- 
minated, and the Southern roads needed the rolling-stock very much, 
as they had notenough rolling-stock to dothe ordinary business of trans- 
portation. The Northern people desired commerce and communication 
opened as rapidly as possible, and the Government proposed to sell its 
rolling-stock, which had been gotten up for war purposes and was really 
manufactured in a great hurry, a great deal of it very inferior, to the 
Southern railroads and take bonds or obligations for it. 

A commission was appointed to vali the rolling-stock, and, as the 
report shows, there were a great many instances where the valuation 
by the commission, in the then inflated condition of the currency, was 
more than it cost the Government to construct the rolling-stock when 
it was new, although it had been used, some of it a good while. 

Although the valuation was largely over the real value of the rolling- 
stock, the companies were compelled to take the rolling-stock at any 
price that might be charged. In the Quartermaster’s Department at 
the time the trade was made it was stated to them that very probably 
Congress weuld relieve them entirely; if not, that the amount would 
be likely to be reduced. 

After the bonds had been given, however, and it was discovered that 
there was a very great excess in the valuation of the property, an act was 
passed relieving a number of roads in Tennessee that had given bonds, 
which act wassigned by the President on the 3d of March, 1871. Under 
that act a 25 cent. reduction was made, Then in 1875 another act 
was passed reli another portion of the roads, and 25 per cent. re- 
duction was made there on the valuation. Then there was alater act, 
passed in 1877, relieving the Western and Atlantic Railroad, of Georgia, 
which had already paid every cent of the amount, and refunding to the 
road 25 per cent. of the amount, so as to do the same equity to them 
as had been done to the others. ; 

There has been more than six-sevenths of the whole amount adjusted. 
Now, it is only asked to settle with the rest of the companies upon 
the same basis of equity that the-settlement was made with the imt 

aise them the same redaction. In the case of the 
Ohio road they had not paid up the full amount, but they 
The amendment is intended to cover 
ex y be refunded if they have paid more 
than 75 per cent., so as to reduce it to 75 per cent. of the valuation. 

That is substantially the case, and we only ask for the other comp:- 
nies the same equity that has been done to five-sixths of the comp. 
nies, that the same reduction be made as was made in those cases. 

I hope in that view of it that the Senator from Indiana will withdraw 
his objection. It is only a simploact of justice to those companics Y' 

on : 
neg obliged to 
take it at any price they could get it for at the time; and as five-sixths 
have been relieved I think the others should be. ; 
I have the hovor of serving upon the Committee 


I withdraw the objection for that purpose, of 








1886. 





on . 
tion of this bill. The report as it appears here was never before that 


committee, and in its present language could never have been adopted 
by the committee. 
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and I think I remember something about the considera- | United States with such railway companies as received property from the United 


States in the years 1865 and 1865 and have made full payment for the same; and 
in case any company has paid more than 75 per cent. of the amount due under 


| the original obligation, but has not paid the whole, &c. 


Mr. BROWN. The report was adopted by the committee at this | 


session of Congress, not at a former session. 


Mr. HAWLEY. Iknow. The bill was before the committee, I re- | 


member that very well, but the report itself was drawn up after the 
committee authorized the reporting of the bill. The language of the 
report never in the world passed a committee on which there were a 
majority.of Republicans. It begins thus: 


That during the late unfortunate war, when the armies of the United States 
invaded the territory of Southern States, &c. 


Language that has been a little out of fashion since we found out 
which side whipped. 

Mr. HARRISON. I do not want to interpose in a case of this kind 
without reason, but it does seem to me the whole sum and substance 
of the statement of the Senator from Georgia is that these roads, having 
contracted with the Government to buy certain rolling-stock at a cer- 
tain appraised figure, afterward found by a deterioration in that sort of 
property the price they contracted to pay was somewhat too high. I 
think under the ciroumstances the Senator had better let the bill go 
over until we can have a little wider margin of discussion of it than un- 
der the five-minute rule. : 

Mr. BROWN. There have been four or five different reports of com- 
mittees in favor of the measure from time to time, and never one against 
it. Every committee that the bill has been before has recognized the 
justice of the claim. If the bill goes over to the General Calendar, as 
the Senator very well knows, there is not any probability of reaching it 
at this session. 

Mr. HARRISON, I willconsent then for the present that it be passed 
over and retain its place on the Calendar until I can look into it a little. 

Mr. BROWN. We did that once before, at a former sitting, a few 
days ago. 

Mr. HARRISON. Not at my instance. 

Mr. BROWN. It was a week or ten days ago, the last time the Cal- 
endar was called, when the bill went over to hold its place. We had 
better dispose of it in some way now. I think the Senator ought to 
withdraw the objection he has made. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Indiana object 
to the consideration of the bill? 


Mr. HARRISON. I consent that the bill may retain its place on the 
Calendar. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana objects to 
the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. BROWN. I move that it be taken up for consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana objecting 
to the present consideration of the bill, the Senator from Georgia moves 
that the bill be considered notwithstanding the objection. The ques- 
tion is on ng to the motion. 

Mr. BRO I ask for the yeas and nays. We have been pretty 
liberal on this side in voting to pay all just Northern claims. The 
justice of this claim has been recognized by three acts of Congress in 
similar cases and by half a dozen reports of committees, and I think 
our Northern friends ought to meet us in the same spirit in which we 
have met them in reference to similar matters. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and nays are demanded on 
the motion to proceed to the consideration of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair must notify the Senator 
from Kentucky that the question is not debatable unless it be by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. BECK. I only desire to say that while I wanted to consider 
this case as well as any other on the Calendar, there are so many of this 


class that we should destroy the two days that we are going to 
oy the Calendar, in which we might pass a great many bills. 


it not be better to let the bill retain its place on the Calendar 


and get with the unobjected cases and then come back to it? 
a . It is not likely that there will be any discussion 
over it. 


Mr. HARRISON. If time is to be consumed in this way in getting 
the bill up I withdraw the objection, with the consent of the Senate, 
and let it come on for debate now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The objection is withdrawn. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (8. 511) to provide for the settlement of accounts with certain rail- 


was reported from the Committee on Railroads with an 
amendment, in section 1, line 9, after the word ‘‘same,"’ to insert: 
And in case any company has paid more than 75 t. of the td 
under but has not paid Gen Uhaia than theoqulttenchalt 
other cases, allowing said company the same 
which is allowed to other companies having like equita- 


E 


the Attorney-General be, and they are hereby, 
jointly, to adjust and finally settle the accounts of the 


| 
| 


Mr. BROWN. I simply want to say that the object of the amend- 
ment is to cover the case of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company, 
which has paid more than 75 per cent. of the amount of the bond as 
originally given, but has not paid the whole of it. ‘There was an act 
passed which authorized the Secretary of War and the Attorney-Gen- 
eral to adjust the claims of that company, as well as others, and allow 
such reduction as theythought proper. Theyreported that they ought 
to have a reduction of 25 per cent., but as the act did not make provis- 
ion for any appropriation to pay back the amount which they paid 
over the 75 per cent. nothing could be done, and the case came back to 
Congress. 

This amendment simply proposes in a case of that character, if the 
Secretary of War and the Attorney-General should be satisfied that 
there ought to be a reduction of 25 per cent. made in behalf of the com- 
pany, as in the case of other companies, and a number of them, the 
Secretary of War and the Attorney-General may adjust the matter, and 
the Secretary of War shall draw his warrant for the balance that may 
be due the company over the 75 per cent. that has been made as a pay- 
ment upen the amount. If, for instance, 90 per cent. has been paid, 
the difference between 75 per cent. and 90 per cent. would be refunded. 
That is the object of the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I wish to emphasize what I said before. As the 
Senator from Georgia has had an opportunity and has made no sort of 
explanation, I desire to say that I consider the language of the re- 
port a gross discourtesy to the committee, not warranted by anything 
that was ever said or done in the committee, obviously to any man of 
judgment not reflecting the opinion of the committee, language that 
he must have known the committee never would have used in the world. 
While I suppose the committee sanctioned the bill—indeed I think my 
recollection is to that effect, that it authorized theSenator from Georgia 
to make a favorable report upon it—the Senator must have known that 
he never could have received a vote for a report which characterized the 
defense of the National Union as an invasion of the Southern States. 
He knows the committee would have disapproved it and would have 
directed the alteration of the report. He has had an opportunity to 
apologize here, and has not made any apology. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I suggest to strike out the language. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Ido not know whether a report is amendable or 
not. 

Mr. BROWN. My recollection is that the report was not written 
and read before the committee, yet I went over the grounds, the basis 
of the report, and stated at the time what the report would be, and it 
was approved by the committee. 

As to the language the Senator refers to, I do not understand that 
the committee is bound by that. Probably it was an inadvertence on 
my part to use it under the circumstances. It was so common, how- 
ever, during the war to say that the invading army had reached a cer- 
tain point that the language was used in that sense, and not with any 
other meaning. If it is at all offensive, 1 am willing for my part, so 
far as I can, to withdraw that part of it, and simply to say that when — 
the Union Army had recovered possession of the State, or any language 
that is agreeable tothe Senator. I certainly had no motive to use any 
expression that would be offensive to any one in writing out the re- 
port, and I desire to state that here at this time. 

Mr. HARRISON. This report goes into the records of the Senate as 
the report of the Committee on Railroads of theSenate. Ido not think 
it is proper that it should stand as the report of the committee. The 
expression used is not simply the one referred to by the Senator from 
Connecticut, but in the following sentence it is said: 

It frequently became the policy of the commander-in-chief of the invading 
army— 
todo soand so. I move, if it is in order, that the bill be recommitted 
to the Committee on Railroads with instructions to strike out these ex- 
pressions from the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from indiana moves that 
the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Railroads. Is the Senate 
ready for the question? 

Mr. HOAR. With instructions, I think. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved that the bill be recom- 
mitted with the instructions indicated by the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. HARRISON. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I ask the Senator from Indiana to indicate 
the words he wishes to have stricken out. 

Mr. BROWN. Will the Senator from Virginia yield to me for a mo- 
ment? 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. BROWN. I ask to be permitted to withdraw the report, and I 
disclaim intending anything offensive inthe language therein used. I 
ask the leave of the Senate to withdraw the report. 

Mr. HARRISON. I make no objection to that. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Georgia asks unan- 
imous consent for leave to withdraw the report. Is there objection? 
The Chair hears none, and leave is granted, and the report is with- 
drawn. ‘The bill is in the Senate, the amendment having been con- 
curred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


RESTORATION OF NAVAL CADETS. 


Mr. BUTLER. While I was. temporarily out of the Chamber the 
bill (S. 371) limiting a portion of an act entitled ‘‘An act making ap- 
propriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1883, and for other purposes,’’ was passed over, retaining its place on 
the Calendar. I ask that that bill be now taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from South Carolina asks 
that the bill indicated by him be taken up for consideration. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none, and the bill is before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BUTLER. I ask that the amendment proposed by me as asub- 
stitute be read. 

Mr. HALE. This is a very important bill, and when taken up will 
consume at least the day in its discussion. Therefore I mustobject to 
its being considered under the eighth rule. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then I move the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill notwithstanding the objection of the Senator from 
Maine. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine objects to 
the consideration of the bill, and the Senator from South Carolina 
moves to proceed to its consideration notwithstanding the objection. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not wish to take any time. I hepe that Senators 
interested in the Calendar will understand that if this bill is taken up, 
which is a very important matter, involving some millions of dollars to 
the Treasury, it will occupy at least the whole day and perhaps to-mor- 


row. 

Mr. HARRISON. Will the Senator from Maine explain in a word 
the provisions of the bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair must state that the ques- 
tion is not debatable. The bill being objected to, the Senator from 
South Carolina moves to proceed to its consideration. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from South Carolina asked permission to 
go back to the bill, but I was not aware that leave was granted. I 
thought when we passed it over in his absence without losing its place 
on the Calendar we would proceed regularly under the arrangement 
for two days with cases unobjected to, and then if the bill had not lost its 
place on the Calendar it would come up afterward. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have been seeking an opportunity to have the bill 
considered by the Senate now for a week or ten days, and I have given 
way again and again. It is a matter, as the Senator from Maine says, 
of some consequence, but I think, with all deference to his objection, it 
will not require over an hour’s discussion certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is debate in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It is not. 

Mr. BUTLER. I was simply proceeding to say that I — think 
it will require over an hour’s ion to dispose of the 

Mr. HALE. I propose to occupy more time than that saan per- 
haps double the time. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator is mistaken in saying that it involves 
millions of dollars. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair must remind Senators that 
the question is not debatable except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. Itisa very important bill, and will take all of the time 
to-day and perhaps to-morrow. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the bill be proceeded with. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask that the bill be read for information. 

Mr. BECK. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry, and that is whether 
the Senate has ever given consent to go back to this bill. 


f 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so understood, and an- 


nounced the bill as being before the Senate. 

Mr. BECK. If the request was made for unanimous consent, I did 
not hear it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The request was made, and the Chair 
announced it, and understood the Senate as assenting. The bill will 
be read at length for the information of the Senate. 


The Chief Clerk read the bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from South Carolina to to the consideration of the bill 


notwithstanding the objection. [Putting the question.] The noes 
appear to have it. 

Mr. CAMERON. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Take a division first. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let us take a division. 

Mr. HALE. Let us have the yeas and nays; we may as well have 
them now. 

a and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to call 


the 
Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). I am paired with the 


Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. 


r If he were present, I should vote 
‘nay. 


Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. GEORGE’S name was called), My col 
league [Mr. GEORGE] is paired with the Senator from New H: am ps hire 
[Mr. PIKE]. 

Mr. GORMAN (when his name was called). 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. 

_Mr. KENNA (when his name was called). 
Senator from Minnesota [Mr. SABIN]. 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I am paired with the Senator from Connecticey: 
(Mr. PLatr]. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I am paired with the Senator from Nebraska 
[Mr. MANDERSON }. I do not know how he would vote. 
here I should vote ‘‘ nay.’ 

Mr. CULLOM (after ten voted in the negative). I cast my vote 
not thinking at the moment that I am paired with the Sen: tor from 
Georgia [Mr. Cotquitr]. Not knowing how he would vote, | with- 
draw my vote. 

Mr. TELLER. Iam paired with the Senator from Louisiana [ Mr. 
GiBson], but only upon political questions. Unless this is to he con 
sidered a political question I shall vote. 

Several SENATORS. Vote! 

Mr. TELLER. I vote “‘ yea.” 

The result was announced—yeas 28, nays 11; as follows: 


Iam paired with ih 
I am paired with the 


I am paired with the 


lf he were 


YEAS—28. 
Beck, Edmunds, Maxey. feller, 
Brown Eustis, Mitchell of Oreg., v ance 
Butler, Evarts, Payne, Van Wy 
Call, Harris, ugh. Vest, 
Cameron, Harrison Riddleberger, Waltha! 
Coke, Hawley, Saulsbury, Ww itthorn 
Dawes, Hoar, Spooner, Wilson of Md. 

NAYS—11, 
Allison, Conger, Jones of Arkansas, Morril)!, 

Try, Dolph, MeMillan, Wilson of |! 
Blair, Hale, McPherson, 
ABSENT —37. 
Aldrich, George, I n, Ransom, 
Blackburn, Gibson, Mahone, Sabin, 
Bowen Gormar, Manderson, Sawyer, 
Camden, Gray, Miller, Sewell, 
Shace, Hampton, Mitchell of Pa., Sherman, 
Cockrell ‘earst, Morgan, Stanford, 
Colquitt, Ingalls, Palmer, Voorhees. 
Cullom, Jones of Florida, Pike, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Piatt, 
Frye, Kenna, Plumb, 
So the motion was to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 


Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. 371) ‘limiting a portion of an 
act entitled “An act making appropriations for the naval ser\ ice for 
the fiseal year ending June 30, 1883, and for other purposes.’ 

Mr. BUTLER —- ask that the amendment I offered, intended to be 
proposed by be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senato 
South Carolina will be read. 

The CHreEF CLERK. It.is proposed to strike out all after the 
ing clause and to insert: 

That that part of the act of 


r from 
enact- 


Congress approved A: 5, 1882, limiting the 
number of graduates of the Naval Academy to be retained in the service cach 
year shall not apply to those cadets who entered the Naval Academy prior 
said act; and those cadets who have been honorably dis- 

of the aforesaid act may, upon making applica- 

of the Navy within sixty days after the of this act, 
and on the Naval Register in the 
same manner as if said act had not been passed: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be poorest to make 7 fo in the assignments made 


under oo ponees of the ) oe 5, 1882, of graduate s of the 
Naval A to the live and to car Marine Corps: And provided 
- act shall not apply to those cadets who fail to pass the phys- 


the provisions of this act shall not be en- 


titled to ve pay for the period inte aaa seeree the date of their dis- 
ior Oss nail caper tempest they shal bo considcred na having Bsn cost 
for, as ving en continu- 
snip manaeieee 


OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to tlic 
amendment of the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER}. 
Mr. HALE. There are careful covering this subject. It's 
wend Selene eee eee quite likely one that Senators have not 
thoroughly investigated, because aa ikwenteind to 0 ieular field of in- 
aniy, = it oer pete that Senators outside of the members!p 
val Committee have not ly probed it to the bottom. 
of the reports. 

The PRESIDING OFFI The Secretary will read the reports. 
The read the views submitted by Mr. HALE, -from the 

Committee on Affairs, February 15, 1986, as follows: 


largely nullify the legislation tained in the 
act of August 8,14, which, after discuss discussion, ic iscussion, was adopted as the the first step in & 
officers 


wise remedy and admitted evil. 
Teck cmiues ts eokaies tee from the Naval Academy into the naval 
service 


a number of greatly jionate to the wants of the servive. 
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Two things had resulted from this evil which were intolerable to the country 
and to the service itself: First, the naval list had been indetinitely swollen and 
the expenses thereby to the country enormously increased; secondly, as there 
was no limit to the lowest grade, while all the grades above were limited, it cre- 
ated an immense reservoir ae officers who were pouring in at the foot of 
the list, which list remained ked for years, with no sufficient outlet. 

This condition delayed promotion and forced the younger officers of the Navy 
to remain in the lowest es until middle life overtook them. Without the 
incentive which reasonable promotion offers, ambition and enterprise were dy- 

out,and the morale of the service had become seriously impaired. 
n the line of the Navy the number of graduates entering the unlimited grade 
of midshipmen was from 40 to 50a year; it had once been as high as 70; while 


the number by ordi vacancies was less than 20. The head of 
each was thus kept back by the lower man in the grade above, and it was 
seen that unless the evil was removed naval graduates would stil! be midship- 


men at thirty-three or even thirty-five years of age, remaining ten to twelve 
years in that grade. 


Already, in July, 1882, the number of midshipmen had reached 91, with enough 


more of those w promotion had been temporarily delayed, to make 111 in 
all. Every above was full. The next classcoming up for final graduation 
in 1883 num! 70,so that the list of midshipmen in August, 1883, making a 


fair allowance for casualties, would have been at least 175. 

The next four classes numbered 37, 38, 32,and 40 members, respectively, in all 
147, which, en, allowance for casualties, would bring the number of 
the grade of ipmen, within five years from the passage of the act, up to 


248. 

This would have been suffocation. It would have removed nearly all induce- 
ment to the naval cadets to graduate and enter the service,as the best part of 
their middle life would be in the lowest grade in the service. 

The overcrowded condition referred to was not confined to line officers. The 
Engineer also was receiving large additions from the academy, the grad- 
uates num 25 a year, probably three times the number necessary to sup- 
ply the ordinary waste of the corps. 

The act of 1882 reduced the three grades of chief engineer, passed assistant en- 
gineer, and assistant engineer to a total of 170—61 less than the figures shown by 
— y Register of that year. Very little of this reduction has yet been ac- 
complished. 

The remedy was simple and obvious, and was put in force by the act of 1882. 

It consisted in making the number of admissions to the Navy dependent on the 
number of vacancies at the foot of the list, with the reservation that the ten best 
graduates of the year should always be taken. In fact it has been found that 
the needs of the service require from fifteen to twenty each year, and, under the 
present law, as many are taken. 
The act of 1882 reduced the number of officers to be allowed in the grades above 
mi . This made immediate action below doubly necessary. Under 
the act the upper grades were not only full but they had a surplus of 115, which 
could only be worked off with the lapse of time, causing still further delays in 
the advancement of junior officers. 

In the line the maximum in these grades, fixed by the act of 1882, has only just 
been reached by the reductions under that law, and under its wise provisions a 
eadet in the Naval Academy who, by conduct and a studious course, added 
to natural abilities, succeeds in uating into the lower rank of the active 
Navy, now that of , may have a reasonable expectation of such a promo- 
tion into the upper es as will justify his remaining in the service. 

This bill proposes to change all this, and to unload into the lower grade of the 
Navy 45 young officers, more than one-half of whom have already been separ- 
ated from the aorey and from the naval service, and have lost the benefit of 
continuous study, or of the training which the service affords. 

Under the claim of equity to the young men who have left the service under 


the provisions of the act of August, 1882, it inflicts upon all the classes that have 


entered since an additional service of six years in the lower grade. 
It punishes every bright cadet who has entered the academy in the last three 


years, or will enter for the next three years, and takes away from him the stim- 
us needed to keep him up to fair proficiency in the course of study. 

It is difficult to the evil effect resulting to the naval service from 

the passage of the bill. It would restore deplorable condition in 

which the naval list was found in 1882. It proposes to realize all the prospect- 

ive evils which the act was des’ to avert, and which it actually ‘ata avert. 
Into this overcrowded lower these one hundred and forty-five young men 

will be thrown, a large number of whom, having been out of the service for 


€ 


about three have become engaged in other occupations and estranged 
from naval . Indeéd, the effect would be to restore those of the least 
merit, for the and most enterprising will be found to have already se- 
cured in other vocations. To restore them now would be a gross 
injustice who, although entering the Academy afterward, have shown 
a zeal and attention to duty which have secured for them the prize of a naval 
comm and who by restoration of inferior men could be kept back for 
years from promotion. Sloth and inefficiency are the sure results of 
A . matter of public policy the proposed h h i f: 
3a pu po measure has nothing in its favor 
and to condemn it. It can only be discussed in its bearings on the 
claims individuals. It is claimed that the act of 1882 has done an in- 
feteo eg young men who were excluded under its operation from the 
avy. 

This elaim the assumption that the Government, by appointing 
them iodtere Aeademy, had thereby contracted an obligation to com- 
mission as officers inits service. A careful consideration of the conditions 
under which their connection with the Navy was formed and maintained shows 
that, so far the Government's resting under any obligation to them, it has 


obl to 3 

into Academy as beneficiaries. They were not pen- 
vious service, but novices, apprentices, eo. 
to educate solely for reasons of public pol- 
The fact that they received a gratuitous education for no merits or serv- 
does not give them any claims u the Government, which 
of citizens general! TT had oh aes een oe 
. ey no claim at the outset, 
—- could derive none from saenely the recipients of favor. Besides, 
only received their education, but, during the yearsof pupilage, while 
othe eae granted a liberal allowance in the shape of pay 

a year. 


There are few young men in the country that would not eagerly avail them- 


f fi 
i 
i 


: 


i 


selves of such for their intrinsic worth, and deem themselves high! 
benefited without any of ulterior . Inad- 
oa tothe. each perieee e Severs a ie ou of 


Government only had thirty-one naval vessels 
fifty-nine officers for each or one officer to every five 


The number of ships has not been increased since that date, and the 
i addition of new ships which may be made to the Navy 
during years is not likely to more than take the place of wooden 


oe ins the Navy can find any use for this increased 
number ofecen. “Atte of the pasmage of the act of 1882 there were 1,817 
naval on aero a. Theirannual pay amountedto,and they were 
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ships which must be dropped from the service. Even with the reductions made 
under the act of 1882, should no change be made in the policy then established 

the United States Navy yet remains top-heavy, and this bill proposes to aggra- 
vate that evil, and, at the expense of the Government, to do away with a large 
part of the saving which resulted from that act. 

The act of 1882 did nothing more than the French and German Governments 
have done, which, after the Franco-Prussian war, adopted the policy of educat- 
ing a large number of young men, and, at the end of their course, discharging 
them, so that in case of emergency they might be drawn upon in increasing the 
official personnel of the navy. 

Should Congress be disregardful of these considerations and pass the present 
bill, we recommend certain amendments which will become necessary in order 
to prevent this undue increase of officers of the naval establishment, If this bill 
is forced through, then something must be done to prevent further graduations 
from the Naval Acaiemy—for instance, shutting up that institution for several 
years. A provision should also be made adapting the upper grades of the serv- 
ice to the condition of the lower grade established by this bill. 

The committee will present amendments covering these points, and, as a part 
of this report, the committee appends to this the accompanying communication 
and papers. 








EUGENE HALE. 

J.R. McPHERSON. 
JO.C.8. BLACKBURN. 
H. H. RIDDLEBERGER. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Harrison in the chair). Does 
the Senator trom Maine desire to have the views of the minority read? 

Mr. BUTLER. I ask that the other report be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The views of the minority will be 
read. 

The Secretary read the views submitted by Mr. BuTLER, from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, February 15, 1886, as follows: 


The undersigned, members of Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 371) to prevent the retroactive operation of that portion of the 
naval appropriation act of August 5, 1882, limiting the number of graduates of 
the United States Naval Academy to be retained in the service each year (printed 
on page 285 of volume 22 of the United States Statutes at Large), having care- 
fully considered the same, beg leave to submit the following as their views: 

That upon examination we find that a number of the graduates of the United 
States Naval Academy, at Annapolis, Md., who have successfully completed the 
four years’ course at the Academy and the two years’ service at sea, have been 
honorably discharged from the service under the provisions of said act. 

We are of the opiniou that said law is retrcactive in its operation, and worked 
great injustice to the cadets who have been already discharged, and will work 
great injustice to all those who had entered the Academy prior to August 5, 
1882, for the following reasons, to wit: 

That all the cadets, at the time of their entering said academy, were required 
to sign articles agreeing to serve the Government for eight years. This wasan 
express contract and it has been broken by the Government, for many of them 
have been discharged at the end of six years, without cause, and without fault 
on the part of those so discharged. There was also an implied contract on the 
part of the Government to render their position a permanent one, in considera- 
tion of their devoting their lives and labors to their profession, and giving up all 
ideas and opportunities of making a livelihood by any other means, These 
young gentlemen also faithfully performed their part of this implied contract, 
and were rewarded for so doing by being discharged from the service. If the 
Government can break its contracts, it is difficult to perceive how its citizens 
can be expected to give it that support and confidence so essential and desirable 
for it to have. 

‘The idea that a cadet who graduated at Annapolis was secured a position for 
life, or during good behavior, was universally accepted and is sustained by the 
fact that it was so held by the most prominent and distinguished men con- 
nected with the highest branches of the public service. 

The law under which these young gentlemen entered the service entitled them 
to promotion on the completion of the six years’ course, according to section 
1521, United States Revised Statutes, which reads as follows: ‘* When cadet 
midshipmen shall have successfully passed the graduating examination at the 
Academy they shall receive appointments as midshipmen, and shall take rank 
according to the order of their merit at graduation.’”’ We tind that all these 
young gentlemen complied with the provisions of said section, but instead of 
receiving “appointments as midshipmen” they were discharged from the 
service. 

We further submit that in 1878 a similar act, in relation to the cadets of the 
Military Academy at West Point, was passed by the House, but was amended 
in the Senate June 8, 1878, so as not to affect those cadets who had entered the 
Military Academy prior to the passage of said act, which amendment was con- 
curred in by the House. In view of this precedent we see no reason why the 
actof August 5, 1882, should not be similarly modified, as herein recommended. 

In this connection we also submit that in the Forty-seventh Congress the bill 
herein proposed was introduced in the Senate and passed that body unani- 
mously, and we believe that it only failed to pass the House from lack of time, 
At the last session of Congress it was again reported favorably, and aimost unan- 
imously, by the House Naval Committee, but again failed to be acted on in the 
press of legislation. These facts are alone sufticient to demonstrate the merits 
of the bill herein proposed. 

We further submit that the annual Board of Visitors to the United States 
Naval Academy in June, 1883, made the following recommendation in their 
official report to the Secretary of the Navy, to wit: 

“We recommend that the act of August 5, 1882, be amended,as a similar act 
in relation to cadets at West Point has been, so as not to include those cadets 
who had entered the service before the passage of said act. 

“JOHN G. HOWELL, 
“ Rear-Admiral, United Slates Navy. 
“E. G. LAPHAM, 
** United States Senate, 
“SAMUEL H. GREEN, 
** Massachusetts. 
“GEORGE A. RITCHIE, 
* Pennsylvania, 
“EDWARD V. KINGSLEY, 
** New York, 
“JOHN W. DRUMMOND, 
** Illinois. 
“THOMAS UPDEGRAFFP, 
** Iowa (member of House). 
“ANSON G. McOCOOK, 
“* New York (member of House). 
“R. Q. MILLS, 
“ Texas (member of House). 
“IRVIN McDOWELL, 
“ Major-General, United States Army.” 
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The last Board of Visitors to the United States Naval Academy,in June, 15 56 
renewed the above recommendation in the following terms: 

“The attention of the board having been called to the fact that the Board of 
Visitors in June, 18%3, recommended that the act of August 5, 1842, be amended, 
asa similar act in relation to cadets at West Point has been, soas not to include 
the cadets who had entered the service before the passage of saidact: Resolved, 
That we concur in this recommendation, and respectfully renew the same for 
the consideration of Congress 

“Very respectfally, 
“ORLANDO M., POPE, “JNO. N. A. GRISWOLD, 
United States Army. “New York, N. ¥ 
“ INO. R. THOMAS, “WM. REED, 
* House of Representatives “ Baltimore, Md. 
“JNO. G. BALLENTINE, “JAS. G. GRINNELL, 
‘House of Kepresentatives. “Greenfield 
“A. M. CRAIG, 


“W. G, SUMNEP. 
“Galesburg, Til.” 


“New ZJlaven, Conn. 

We further submit ties this recommendation, as made by two separate 
Boards of Visitors to ths Naval Academy, composed of members of both 
branches of Congress and eminent representatives of the Army, the Na-y, the 
judiciary, and the people, and appointed for the very purpose of investiguiing 
and reporting to the Secretary of the Navy the needs of the service and the Na- 
val Academy, should be of sufficient weight and importance to secure the pas- 
sage of this bill at the earliest opportunity. 

We further submit that, by three separate, recent, and unanimous decisions 
of the Court of Claims, through a mere technicality in the law, cadet-midship- 
men are to be discharged, while cadet-engineers who entered at the same time 
are to be retained. Cadet-engineers are graduated after four years, while, 
through the provisions or a like clause, cadet-midshipmen are graduated only 
after a six-years’ course. Thus they entered the academy together, pursued 
their studies for the same length of time, and finally received their diplomas of 
graduation together; then, through a difference of wording of two clauses in- 
tended to convey the same idea, cadet-midshipmen are discharged while cadet- 
engineers are retained. Late Secretary of the Navy Chandler says: “ Equita- 
bly, if the cadet-engineers have any claim, the cadet-midshipmen have the 
same,"’ 

We further submit that it has been said, in opposition to this measure,and to 
distinguish it from the act relating to the cadets at West Point, that the course of 
studies at Annapolis better fits one for civil life than thatat West Point. The re- 
verse of this, however, is the case, as a com: of the curriculum at the Mil- 
itary Academy with that of the Naval A my willshow. The last two years 
of the course at the Naval Academy are given entirely to technical studies, and 
the additional two years of the course at sea are given solely to the practical 
application of the technical studies, thus further unfitting the graduates for civil 
life. On the other hand, the graduate of the Military Academy is at least an ac- 
complished civil engineer, and, assuch, can always find alacrative employment. 
At the end of their six years’ course these young men were examined in the fol- 
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lowing subjects: Practical navigation, compass deviation, theory and paetinn 
of gunnery, French, Spanish, seamanship, and naval tactics, and practical steam- 
engineering. And we do not think that this examination is, in subjects, likely 
to be of much assistance in civil life. 


We further find that al! of the classes of 1881 and 1882 were in actual service 
when the act of August 5, 1882, was passed. Not only had they completed the 
four years’ course at the Naval Academy and received their diplomas of grad- 
uation, but they were then serving at sea. Even if desirous af catenin after 
the passage of this act, in order to engage in some business or profession, their 
absence from the United States made it almost ible to secure a position, 
and, even if they could have done so, the cost of returning to the United States 
would have been so they were forced to remain in the service until 
the completion of the two years at sea. The law was not operative when they 
entered the Academy, and five years later was made to affect them, and is thus 
retroactive and in effect an ex post facto law. 

in conclusion, we admit the power of to pass the act of August 5, 
1882, but maintain that, as a matter of right, equity a there should 
have been incorporated therewith a proviso said act should not affect any 
one who was in the service at that time. 

We therefore recommend the passage of the bill amended as herein 

We submit herewith, as a part of this statement, the opinions of 
States Supreme Court in the cases of The United t. ws. De Witt 
C, Redgrave, and The United States, 


M,. C. BUTLER. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, this bill comes before the Senate with 
a@ great underlying influence which makes itself felt in a thousand 
ways. Here are one hundred and forty-five young men who have been 
supported by the Government for six years, have received $600 a year 
besides, who are not wanted in an overburdened Navy, whose intrusion 
into the Navy against all its needs will create asuffocation at the lower 
end of the ranks. Yet these young men are scattered all over the 
United States with relatives and friendsand powerful intercessors, and 
early and late their solicitations and entreaties for the Government to 
take them back and give them more than it has given, although it does 
not need them, have never ceased. There is no member of the Senate 
who has not been importuned by these young gentlemen and their 
friends who are so desirous of coming into the service, and knowing 
the good nature of Senators, and having been importuned and solicited 
myself, I realize the disadvantage that any Senator has who stands 
here and opposes the bill in the interest of the public service. 

Many Senators do not reeall until it is brought to their mind the 
legislation which gave rise to this bill. In 1882 Congress was con- 
fronted with this condition: There were in the American Navy a little 
more than thirty ships that could be used to any advantage floated on 
the waters of the globe. They were rapidly decaying, and no steps 
had then been taken to substitute new and better and modern con- 
structed ships. It was a poor, small, dwindling navy, and had been 
growing less and less from year to year, because the old style of naval 
construction comprehended wooden ships that with the best of care 
will only last for a little while. As the years went by, after the war 
had ceased, the establishment so far as its ships were kept 
running down smaller and smaller. 

But while that was true, the establishment so far as officers were con- 
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cerned kept growing larger and larger; and in 1882, at the time o¢ th 
of the act which took the naval establishment in chary, om 
tried to reform abuses in it, we were confronted with the fact tha: ion : 
were in the Navy thirty-one naval ships in commission and one tho. 
sand eight hundred and seventeen officers upon the active-list to»... 
that small Navy. How many officers do Senators suppose were th.» 
found for every vessel we had in the service? Fifty-nine officers ;., 
every vessel, and one officer to every five men. 

There was nota sincere friend of the American Navy at that i; 
who did not realize that the establishment was top-heavy; that it neo. 
more ships and less officers, and that reform was needed. 

So the Congress then in session and in life proceeded to do two thin 
first, to provide for building up the naval establishment so fy; 
ships went. So it passed the act of 1882 providing and making pjai 
and giving directions for the building of new ships. When that wa: 
done, under the act of August, 1882, Congress proceeded to deal with 
the other evil, and that was the top-heavy condition as to ofjcers. 
There was a superfiuity of rear-admirals, captains, commodores, com. 
manders, lieutenant-commanders, lieutenan‘s, and ensigns, but, above 
all, the evil which was found then that was making it impossible to 
correct this troublein the Navy of being over oficered, the great trouble. 
was that there was pouring in at the bottom of the Navy, from the 
graduating classes at Annapolis, such a number of men that they could 
not be takencareof. There was no room for them; there was no duty 
for them; there was nothing for them to do. 

Already in the July previous to the passage of the act the number o! 
midshipmen had reached ninety-one, with enongh more of those whose 
promotion had been temporarily delayetl to make it one hundred and 
eleven. Every grade above was full. The next class coming up for 
final graduation numbered seventy. So the listof midshipmen in Au- 
gust, 1883, making a fair allowance for casualties, would have been 
one hundred and seventy-five naval officers in the lowest rank. The 
next four years would have carried it up, if Congress had not intervened, 
so that in the lowest grade, thatof midshipmen, there would have been 
two hundred and forty-eight officers. 

What would have been the result? The result would have been no 
kindness tothese young men. With that grade so full and promotions 
only occurring as they did by vacancies above, through death or retire- 
ment or resignations, which of course were rare, these young men wou!d 
have remained in that grade for fifteen or twenty years with no service 
to perform. 

The question considered then by was how should this trouble 
be met? What was a fair remedy? How should we deal with the 
question of the Navy being overstocked, as it was admitted by every- 
body that it was, with officers? was an indulgence felt, and a 
kindly feeling exhibited by Congress for the officers of the Navy who 
had spent years in its service, who had med arduous service in 
the war, many of them having distinguished themselves by za!laut ex- 
ploits. It was not felt that they ought to be taken rudely and dismissed 
from the Navy. A commodore who had spent thirty years in the serv- 
ice and was too old to turn to other vocations, it was not considered {it- 
ting to turn out. So the plan was adopted of beginning at the lowe 
end, and Congress passed the legislation which is found in the act o! 
August 5, 1882. . 

What was a fair way of dealing with this great current that was pour- 
ing from Annapolis into the Navy and suffocating the lower ranks ani 
preventing promotion, which is the only thing which ought to justify 
a@ young man in seeking the Navy? What was the fair way to do’ 
“There were several projects. One was to shut up the Annapolis Acad- 
emy for five or six years, until this overplus and surfeit had been re- 
moved. That was deliberated upon; and considering what the Gov- 
ernment had established there, considering how much money had been 
expended by the Government, considering that here was a most com- 
plete school, that its course is thorough and efficient, that its instruct 
were able and distinguished, and that everything was going on prop- 
erly so far as the course was concerned in educating these young me", 
it was concluded that it would bea rude measure to shut up the acw'!- 
emy. 

Then what was thenextthing which should be done? That was the 
scheme which Congress fell upon and provided for, and that was that as 
the classes graduated, not including the graduates of that year bu! lor 
the years to come, the real needs of the service should be consi ere! 
How much room will there be in the lower rank, midshipmen orens'¢0>, 
whichever you call it, by vacancies occurring through promotions a>v\« 
for these great classes that come out? Congress declared that the num: 
the made vacant from year to year in the 
to be reduced below ten, should be taken—wher 
the brightest and best spirits in the different classes. 
an effort and a struggle togetintothe Navy. ber) 

the other House knows that when he |i 
had an tmerit to make, or a vacancy at the school at Ann sp) 
‘Point are dozens of bright young men who se 
education that it gives, and for (0° 
opportunity, if choose, of remaining it the naval or military s«''- 
ice. ‘Thera is solagee Seoen It has been going on cou 
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prightest of the graduates of our military institution at West Point, | three years as midshipmen two hundred and seventy-odd young men 
having received the benefit of the Government's education, had leftthe | at the bottom, in the lower rank, and they would have staid there 
service and had gone into private life. Nobody complained. There is | until they were forty years old before any of them would have got out of 
no obligation that prevents it. When the graduate from Annapolis or | it. 
West Point has received the benefactions of the Government, has gotten 
an education that tens of thousands of bright youths in this country | young menthere. No naval establishment in any civilized enlightened 
would lieawake nights striving to find methodsand ways of obtaining— | country en the globe ever conducted its affairs in such a way as that. 
after he has obtained that education there is nothing to prevent his re- | It was for this reason that Congress interfered and passed the act of 1882, 
signing and going into private life. It has been done repeatedly, and | and every young man had notice. 

will always be done, and no disgrace attaches to that. There is no ob- Now, what took place after that ? 
ligation to remain, and therefore there is no obligation on the part of 


The natural promotions that would have taken place by vacancies 
or by deaths and retirements in the upper ranks would have kept these 


Just what ought to have taken 
place. In every class a new stimulus was infused into the minds of 
the Government to keep up a useless establishment. the cadets. It was not simply that by touch-and-go he might be able 
Congress said these young men are crowding into the service. They | toget through and gointothe Navy and be commissioned and be taken 
desire the education. It is said in this condition of the Navy, crowded care of for the remainder of his life, but he had upon him the stimulus 
as it is, suffocated as it is, top-heavy as it is, fifty-nine officers to every | that applies in other institutions where the topmost rank is a deside- 
vessel, one officer for every five men, not reckoning the retired-list, | ratum which he may be striving for constantly. Every cadet knew 
will take each year the ten brightest of the youths who have | after the passage of that act that if he lagged in his studies, if he failed 
through the course and who have come out and graduated at | in deportment, if he was indolent, or vicious, or slothful, he would be 
the end of their six years. It has been found that the regular promo- | consigned to the obscurity of the bottom of the class and would never 
tions and vacancies absorb about seventeen or eighteen a year; but the | enter the service; but thestudious boy, the earnest boy, the sober boy, 
best of the class are to be taken, at least ten. the ambitious boy, whose mind was bent upon service in the Navy and 
What shal] you do then with the others? What was the condition | upon ornamenting and illustrating its annals as he might hope to do 
of this throng of youths who are now clamoring and knocking at the | afterward, had upon him the incitement and the spur that if he studied 
doors of Congress demanding to be let into the Navy that is still over- | and behaved well he would be one of the ten or fifteen or twenty who 
stocked and overcharged? Each one of them had been taken into the | were to be selected. 
Government school, had been carefully trained, had been educated in From that time the boys who have so studied, who have so attained 
many different directions; and it is a good education. The youth who | these uppermost ranks, and who have graduated since high in the class, 
goesthereand gets the knowledge of mathematics, of engineering, of liter- | have been taken into service, have received their commissions as mid- 
ature, of constitutional law, of French and German thereimparted, if he | shipmen or ensigns, and have started on their field of promotion. 
has got anythingin him that entitles him toenter with any advantage in I call the attention of Senators to one thing that happens from this 
the race that young men in thiscountry make with their fellows, he hasan | bill, and it is a thing that Senators ought not to forget. If a class of 
education that equips him for any field of endeavor that lies open before | bright boys in 1884 graduated and fifteen were received into the Navy 
the young man of the United States of America. Congress realizing | because they had studied best and made best proficiency and took high- 
that, said that after we have taken out the brightest and the best—I | est rank and received their commissions as ensigns, every one of those fif- 
mean those who rank the highest; it does not always follow that they | teen bright boys, if the bill passes, is graded down and razeed and put be- 
are the best in the struggle of life, but it is the only test you can make— | low boys who will be put back into the Navy and be placed above them. 
after we have taken these young men who stand the highest in their | Does anybody want to see that done? Has any Senator here a young 
dass and are certified and are needed in this Navy of ours, the other | friend who under the law has gone on and obtained his rank and got 
boys whom we have carefully trained and reared and given their educa- | his position and been appointed afterward into the Navy, who wants to 
tion and given $600 a year, we will give an honorable certificate of dis- | see his promotion delayed by taking men who have been out of the 
charge to and the sum in money of $950 each. service for two years, and who have been looking about for other busi- 
Iask Senators to consider the hardship upon these young men, each | ness, and who have finalty come here to the doors of Congress as sup- 
one of whom had sought to enter into this establishment ofthe Govern- | pliants, put into the Navy over and above those? 
ment, each one of whom had been benefited by an education that ninety- Mr.WHITTHORNE. _Right there, will the Senator allow me to in- 
nine out of a hundred bright American boys are never able to compass. | terrupt him ? ; 
Each one of these young men had been trained in mathematics, in en- Mr. HALE. Yes, and I know what the Senator is going to say. 
gineering, in Spanish, in French, in the beauties that dwell in English Mr.WHITTHORNE. Idoubtit. Allow metoask him, if under the 
literature, and in the other parts of the course that are a foundation | amendment proposed, the meaning and effect of this legislation, if it 
for use in every-day life. In addition to this they had received $600 | passes 
per year, and when it was found that the Government didnot need their | Mr. HALE. In line 13? 
services they were given a certificate of honorable discharge of their Mr. WHITTHORNE. 
graduation and proficiency and $950 in money. i 
The whole basis of the vociferous clamor that is set up here now tu eee > ie cervies ond Sie thelr yee on the Naval Register in the 
take these youths back into a navy that does not need them is the hard- ee 
ship that there was in the legislation of Congress. I am not ashamed Premising that the graduates are those who passed their four years 
of the part I had in thatlegislation. I am not ashamed of having re- | ending in 1883, 1884, 1885, and 1886- 
alized, as all other Senators who served with me then, that we werecon- Mr. HALE. Not four years but six years. 
fronted with a navy that was dying of dry-rot at the top, and that Mr. WHITTHORNE. They pass through four years at the academy. 
Congress had the nerve and the sense and the wisdom to seize this ques- | Under the law, as I remember it, they are then compelled to undergo 
tion right by the throat and deal with it not only in a wise way but in | two years of service at sea. 
ahumane and a generous way. I deny that there is anything in the Mr. HALE. The Senator is an old student and authority in naval 
claim that there was a hardship to these cadets who had been so edu- | matters. I know he has not fallen into the error which is common to 
cated by the Government. I deny that there is anything in the claim | men who have not given special study to this branch of the service by 
that the Government was bound in obligation, having invited these | supposing that in law there is any difference between the last two years 
young men there, to keep them in the Navy when it had no need for | of a cadet’s term and the first four. It is a term of six years. 











In lines 11, 12, and 13, which read: 





In the 
last two years the service of the cadet is at sea, or rather his duty and 
There is neither sense nor law in that proposition. Does anybody | his studies; but he never completes his course until the end of the six 
claim because we have got an army to-day of thirty-odd regiments that | years. There is no course of four years. 

the needs of the country were only found to require twenty we could | Mr. WHITTHOWNE. I was going to ask the Senator a practical 


: 


+ 


if 
not reduce the Army and turn out men who are already in it? But | question. 
that was not done by the act. It was no such act.as that. It only went Mr. HALE. Certainly; I yield. 


to the bottom and provided for those who had not entered the service Mr. WHITTHORNE. After having passed four years at the acad- 
as but were being instructed at Government expense, and paid | emy the cadet is then, under the act of 1882, discharged from the sery- 
them a bonus besides. There was no obligation to keep these | ice, I understand. 

men any and every cadet clamoring as he does to enter service, Mr. HALE. Oh, no! 

earnest and as he is at the door of his member of Congress, Mr. WHITTHORNE. Not until the six years? 


to have the chance to compete for a nomination to Annap- Mr. HALE. Not until the six years. I will read the lawif the 
Point, goes in subject to two conditions, that either he can | Senator would like to have me do so. 


FE 
sf 


g0 out after his graduation, if he chooses, and no man shall say him Mr. BUTLER. I will state for the information of the Senator from 
hay, or if the Government does not need him in the service it may at | Tennessee that at the expiration of four years each cadet does receive 
any time 


2 
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80 declare, and he is simply left as a citizen, with the benefit | a certificate, not a diploma of graduation, but a certificate that he has 
education that be gets. completed his academic course. At the end of six years he receives 
a which is heard early and late as the founda- | his diploma of graduation, the last two years having been spent at sea. 

the Government had invited these young men in Mr. WHITTHORNE. Asa matter of fact, then, since the passage 
bound to keep them. I have shown what would have | of the act of 1882 the graduates passed and got their certificate or di- 
that rule had been carried out. You would have had in | ploma of four years, and we have each class of 1883, 1884, 1885, and 
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1886 who went into the service of the Navy upon the sea. 
true as a matter of fact? 

Mr. HALE. No; they do not go into the service. 

Mr. BUTLER. They go to sea. Re 

Mr. HALE. They go into a course of instruction; but they do not 
go into the service until after six years. They get no commission; 
they do not become officers of the Navy. I ought to know something 
about it, because I drew the provision when a member of the other 
House, if I may be allowed to allude to it, and had charge of the bill. 
It was found then that there was an overplus of the lower rank, too 
many graduates, and we increased the service to six years instead of 
four years, so that no member of Congress could get from his district a 
new cadet oftever than once in six years, and we provided that part of 
the course should be upon the sea. But the whole course is entire and 
complete as a six years’ course. In the act of 1882 we provided that 
every cadet at the end of six years who was pot needed in the Navy 
for its service or because there were vacancies should receive his cer- 
tificate and his $950. Then we also provided that any cadet who chose, 
not that the law sent him out, but that any cadet who had served for 
four years, a special clause— 

That any cadet whose position in his class entitles him to be retained in the 
service may,upon his own application, be honorably discharged at the end of 
four years’ course at the Naval Academy, with a proper certificate of graduation. 

But that was the act of the cadet. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. There is a class who did avail themselves of 
that legislation. 

Mr. HALE. A very small class. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Whatever number it is, if they should be ex- 
empted under this proposed legislation—in other words the four years’ 
man who got his diploma and then went out of the service should not 
stand in the same position with the six years’ man. 

Mr. HALE. I do not think he ought. 

Mr. BUTLER. He does not. 

Mr. HALE. So faras the Senator from Tennessee goes he is correct, 
but he does not go far enough. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Now, will my friend from Maine indulge me 
for a moment? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I desire to say at the proper moment, and I 
take that to be now, that familiaras I was with the legislation of 1882, 
and agreeing with the Senator in almost ev ing he has said in re- 
gard to the top-heaviness of the Navy and absolute necessity and 
duty upon the part of Congress to relieve that top-hea concur- 
ring in that motive and object as I did in 1882, yet the result of the 
legislation which was had was to place these young men out of the serv- 
ice, who, whatever may have been the nature of their contract or agree- 
ment with the Government, felt, if not from any other consideration, 
from pride, that having devoted their services to the Government of the 
United States it was a mortification ensuing from the legislation that put 
them out of the service; and this reproach commenced with them then 
lasts with them now. I believed it was then unjust, I believe it is now 
unjust; and no matter how top-heavy the Navy may be, there is a con- 
sideration, and that consideration is of justice to these young men, which 
demands legislation like this. 

Mr. HALE. I think the Senator might have waited until I got 
through with my speech before he made a speech on the other side. 
Still, if as a matter of taste he preferred to come in now, I do not ob- 
ject to it. Iam very glad of one thing. Iam very glad the Senator 
is not so anxious for economy and for reform in the me he has been 
in the years past. He says he does not care how top-heavy the Navy 
is, he does not care how little these young men are needed, he does not 
care how overcrowded the service may be, he does not care what were 
the considerations that applied at the time, in which hesays we agreed— 
he cares for nothing of that kind, but he does think that these young 
men ought to be taken back into the Navy. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. My friend indulges in his usual shrewdness 
in placing an argument of that kind in my mouth. 

Mr. HALE. Iam stating not the language, for that I am incapable 
of reaching, but I am certainly stating the conclusion the Senator from 
Tennessee arrived at. I understood him to announce his p ition, 
and his position at last was that these young men ought to be taken 
back notwithstanding these other considerations. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE rose. 

Mr. HALE. There will be ample opportunity when I get through, 
unless the Senator desires to say something ially now. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. No; I was simply going to say that the Sena- 
tor will find me always the advocate of reform, but always at the same 
time the advocate of justice. ; 

Mr. HALE. When interrupted by the Senator from Tennessee I 
was talking about what is a manifest injustice in the mind of every 
Senator here if he realizes it. Let me again state the proposition. 
Under the legislation of 1882, in the year 1883 there came around a 
graduating class which the Secretary of the Navy said numbered seventy. 
Under the old law, that is if it had not been they would all 
have been put in. Under the act of 1882, which it 

undermine and destroy, instead of seventy graduates heing put ia 
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Navy the fifteen or sixteen highest were taken into the Navy. 1 
the Government incur any obligation to these young men? Is the (. 
ernment under any obligation to protect the fifteen or sixteen yon», 
men who went into theservice in 1883 at the head of their class? |, the 
Government under any obligation to the young men that when they 
have been so selected under the law they shall be allowed to go 61 ani 
receive due promotion as vacancies occur? But if you pass this }j\| 
you will now take the remainder of that class who went out under 
that legislation, who have been divorced from the Navy, who have be. . 
outside of its uses, its sympathies, and its purposes, and dump them 
in back over the heads of men who graduated before. You dist url tho 
arrangement, because it is provided in the bill that it shall be precisely 
as though they had continued and remained in the Naval Academy ay 4 
in the service. 

Mr. PLUMB. As to pay and all? 

Mr. HALE. There isa provision that cuts off back pay: \ut as to 
rank and status and everything else they are put back as if they had 
not been out. The Secretary of the Navy in a letter he has written 
here declares how these young men will go back. Let us see how jt 
will work. When Senators talk about the obligations of the Goverp- 
ment to these young men, I beg them to bear in mind the obligation 
the Government is under to the graduates of the academy for the six 
years beginning with 1883 who go to the top of their class and are put 
in and start out on the race of promotion which invites young men into 
the Navy. I invite Senators to the consideration of the obligation that 
the Government is under to the bright menof these classes and not the 
men who are dropped because they are not at the head. Does it fo|- 
low that a young man who can not get the foremost position in his 
class, who is turned out under the law, shall come in afterward and 
be put above the bright men of the next class who graduate? That is 
the operation of the bill. 

Here is the disposition that will be made of these one hundred and 
forty-five men who, if the bill passes, will be dumped on the Navy 
that does not need them: 

Of the former, thirty-nine would come between Ensigns Gilbert Wilkes and 
Spencer 8S. Wood. 

Is there any reason why Spencer 8. Wood, who has performed his 
duties well, who has followed the course of his class well, who has got 
up in the upper fifteen and been put into the service and is making his 
way for‘the next rank above him, should now be detained six or eight 
years in his promotion by these men being put back over him? The 
Secretary of the Navy makes a statement here in a letter which I wish 
to read 


Mr. CAMERON. What Secretary? 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Harmony, acting Secretary of the Navy. I have 
just read the assignment these young men will receive if they are taken 
back into the Navy. 

Thirty-nine would come between Ensigns Gilbert Wilkes and Spencer S. 
Wood, eight between John M. Poyer and 8. Dana Greene. 

I do not know of any reason why this young officer of the Navy, Mr. 
S. Dana Greene, of a family long distingui in naval pursuits, naval 
exploits, and naval warfare, who has devoted his life to the Navy and 
who has been able to keep at the head of his class, should be delayed 
in his promotion six long years by men who have gone out under law 

ing back and being put over him. I thinkif the Government las 
any obligation it is to the men who determine to stick to the scryic¢ 
and who go on and show themselves the first of their fellows. 

Twenty-one after Ensign Harry A. Field. 

And then he goes on to say—and I want Senators to bear this in 
mind— 

At the rate of promotion since June, 1883, should these officers be restored to 
the service, it would retard the advancement of the officers affected about six 
years. 

Pass the bill, and an ensign who has graduated since 1882, or will 
graduate up to 1887, inclusive, will have six years of service in the lowest 
> in the Navy added to his time, and he will be forty years old be- 

he will be able to emerge from that lower rank into the rank of 
junior lieutenant. It is restoring the very condition that was son-lit to 
removed and cured oo act of 1882; and = ae mee W - is 
pushing and this without regard to the needs and wants o! 
ice eal me what can be done with eee What =~ 
the present Secretary of the Na or any Secre of the Navy do with 
these youths that come back baw afer taving n dismissed under 
law, passed off from naval service and naval surroundings aud t)e naval 
atmosphere? What is he to do with the one hundred and forty- 
five young men, for that is what the Navy Department say: '!! be 
brought into the service? B : 
When the committee was ——— subject it directed an in- 
to be made of the Secretary of the Navy. I send to the desk an 
re to have read his 


’ 


, dated Washington, Febraary 3, 1*6. 


The Secretary read as | 
Navy Deranruent, Washington, February 3 1 
your communication of January 
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ber of officers by statute, in which I acquiesce, At the present time I see no 
fora greater number. If this large number is to be added to the list, I 
think it should be accompanied by a change in the law, making permanent in- 
crease in the number of officers in the different grades; otherwise the excess 
above the statutory limit will be so large in the grades of ensign and assistant 
engineer at the present time as to make promotion from the lowest grades so 
slow that the service would hardly offer temptations to a:ubitious men. 
jt can be readily seen that a present graduate entering the service would re- 
pain, under the present law (with this addition of sixty-eight to the list before 
him), a very long time in the grade of ensign before the promotions would have 
prought the number down to the legal limit, and cleared off those above him, 
so as to enable him to get promotion. 
Very respectfully, 3 
W. C. WHITNEY, 
Secretary of the Navy, 
lon. Evorre HAte, 
Committee on Naval Affairs, United States Senate. 


Mr. HOAR. Before the Senator proceeds, I wish to ask him whether 
that point which he has just made, and which is confirmed by this let- 
ter, would be well taken if the Navy were enlarged and reformed, as 
he himself thinks it should be? 

Mr. HALE. I was coming to that, and I may as well answer it now, 
because it will be said that as top-heavy as the Navy is and overoffi- 
cered, if we build it up then there will beneed for these officers. That 
is not a new subject tome. I have had something to do with the at- 
tempted increase of the Navy and with the efforts which have been 
made to that end. There are already four new ships either launched 
or in process of completion and ready to be launched to be added to the 
Navy; but in the term of any Senator here all the additions that are 
made to the United States Navy will not more than take the place of 
ships that go out by rot and destruction. In six years from now, even 
if we go on at a much hastier pace than Congress is going in construct- 
ing new ships, we shall have no more need for officers, young officers or 
old officers, than we had when this act was passed in 1882. ; 

We had then thirty-one ships, requiring officers to command them, 
and it will be long years before we get thirty-one new ships needing of- 
ficers to man them. And so the additions will only take the place of 
the ships that go out, and we shall not need any more officers six years 
from now, and probably ten years from now, than we needed in 1882. 
but with a list of eighteen hundred and odd commissioned officers on 
the active-list of the Navy to man sixty sail of steamships, there will 
not be a man of us serving in this Chamber, I venture to say, when 
the American Navy will reach the point of needing that number of 
officers. 

That is a complete answer tothe allegations that the additions to the 
Navy will require these young men. They will not. The additions 
to the Navy, even as I want them and as other Senators want them 
who have urged that course and voted for it in the years past, never 
will reach the number of officers that are in the Navy to-day. I thank 
the Senator from Massachusetts for having suggested this point, because 
it was one of the things on my memorandum that I was to touch upon. 

The Secretary of the Navy has pictared the evils, and certainly he 
is impartial; he has got no traditions to bind him; he has had no as- 
sociation with 1 tion that corimits him to one side or the other; 
he is an arbiter; he is presumed to know what the service needs; he 
comes into the Department from outside without any prejudices; and 
when he is called upon with an inquiry as to the needs of the service 
and what he would do with these young men, that is his answer, and 
he was dealing only with about half the number because he only reck- 
ened upon those who had already gone out in the three past years. 
He did not reckon the other classes that make up the six years’ time 
from 1882 that are comprehended in this bill, because this bill applies 
to all of the classes, to every man who entered the Annapolis Academy 
before the act of 1882, and therefore runs six years ahead, and the Sec- 
retary was only dealing with two-thirds of those when he wrote this 
letter. He struck the whole here when he said: 

Otherwise the excess— 


He says you have to enlarge the list of officers, you must give us 
some more commodores, some more rear- i some more captains. 
Why, Senators, we have got rear-admirals, commodores, captains, lieu- 

enough to man a fleet four times as large as there is 
to-day in the American Navy. The Secretary says: 


If this number is to be added to the list, I think it should be accom- 
increase 


panied by a inthe law, making permanent in the number of offi- 
= seein eb iether erwise the excess above the statutory limit will 


oth 
ensign and assistant engineer— 
Corresponding to it— | 
at the a 
= Se ete meke ete Sere. Be Jewert, grade so slow that 
That is the whole theory of this bill. It is sinking every good of 
service in the future; it is dwarfing and dwindling and killing am- 
bition for the sake of putting young men back and over-suffocat- 
ing an already too large lower and destroying the spirit that 
and and every lower grade in the 
Navy. It is wanton and wicked cruel beyond comparison to the 
Far ges who are in the service. That is the underlying fault of the 
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Wy, found it when ooh began ‘= ia _ It Kills ambition. 
wants a Navy without ambition? wants a Navy with the 





young men who are not first, but who are last in their classes, coming 
in and delaying the promotion of the men who are first? 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam very glad I did not interrupt the burst of elo- 
quence the Senator was delivering, but I should like now to ask him 
what the Secretary of the Navy is doing with the thirty-four engineers 
who were restored by the Supreme Court in that suffocated condition 
of the Navy? 

Mr. HALE. That is one of the memoranda I have here, and I thank 
the Senator for having referred to it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I should like to have that explained. 

Mr. HALE. The Secretary of the Navy is to-day embarrassed by the 
decision of the Supreme Court with reference to engineers. It does not 
touch this question; it has nothing to do with it whatever. It was 
decided on a side issue, that is, that the cadet-engineers were not like 
the cadet-midshipmen, but were graduates when the act of 1882 passed, 
had already gone out at a four years’ course, and could not be reached 
by the law. The Supreme Court has decided that those engineers are 
back, but the Secretary says he knows no more what to do with them 
than he would if so many wild men of the woods came here. He has 
no place to put them, and moreover he says as a matter of law—and it 
is &@ grave question whether he is not correct; I think he is—that Con- 
gress having fixed the numbers of the grade of assistant engineers, and 
he having filled those places by regular appointments under commis- 
sion of the President confirmed by the Senate, and every number of 
the grade being full, these men are gone notwithstanding the decision 
of the Supreme Court. And if there is anything in the decision which 
was rendered years ago, which has been the law of both the military 
establishments since, that where a vacancy is filled it puts the other 
man out, then there is no place for these assistant engineers; every place 
in the grade has been filled; it is to-day with full ranks, and there is no 
room. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The Senator will remember that the Supreme 
Court has decided that there were no vacancies, and consequently there 
was nothing to be filled. That was the suggestion I wished to make. 

Mr. HALE. I did not put it in that form. Thereare no vacancies, 
and the court has so decided. So this situation in the Engineer Corps 
is an illustration of the evils of this bill. You may pass an act here, 
you may put these men on the Secretary, but if any man can tell what 
he will do, he has got a brighter vision and clearer ken than I have. 
These assistant engineers are by no means in the service as commis- 
sioned officers by the decision of the court. The court simply say that 
the act of 1882, which declared that it should not apply to any officers 
then in the Navy, did not apply to these men because they werc zrad- 
nates and had already passed their course, but it does not put them in 
commission 

Mr. BUTLER. They draw the pay all the same. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know whether they do or not. 

Mr. BUTLER. I know. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to inquire of the Senator from Maine 
whatembarrassmentit is tothe Secretary of the Navy if they are neither 
in the service nor drawing their pay ? 

Mr. HALE. It is the same embarrassment to the Secretary of the 
Navy that it has been to the Senator from Massachusetts when his door 
has been besieged early and late by these young men who want to get 
backintotheNavy. Iam saying nothing against them, nothing against 
their character, nothing against them in any way, except that there 
has been no end to the importunities of them and their friends; and 
that is embarrassing; it has embarrassed me, but it did not embarrass 
me enough to lead me to go, out of sympathy, for a bill that will put 
the American Navy back for years in its efficiency. 

Mr. DAWES. Will the Senator answer another question? If the 
Navy has so many more officers in it than it can find employment for, 
why would it not be a good plan to suspend the supply for a while ? 

Mr. HALE. Shut up the academy at Annapolis? 

Mr. DAWES. Suspend the supply at Annapolis. Why do we con- 
tinue to educate the same number every year, and come here and say 
that we have got a great many more than we know what to do with 
every year? Is it not the part of wisdow to suspend their operation 
until the equilibrium between supply and demand is restored? 

Mr. HALE. I havean answer tothat. That was considered by the 
members of the committee who have joined me in this report, and we 
determined that if this bill was pushed through and urged throagh by 
sympathy and appeals, it was the duty of Congress to close the school 
at Annapolis, and we report an amendment that from and after the 
close of the academic year 18—, the Naval Academy shall be closed for 
six years. That is one of the contingencies, one of the emergencies 
that this bill puts us in. 

Mr. DAWES. Then it is proposed to say that if you pass this bill 
you suspend Annapolis. If there is any propriety in suspending An- 
napolis to lessen the supply of officers, is it not just as proper whether 
this bill passes or not? 

Mr. HALE. Onur act of 1882 is the thing that takes care of that 
question if itis not interfered with, and that is that no men are re- 
ceived into the Navy who are not wanted by promotion to fill vacan- 
cies. We have settled all that if they will only let the act alone. 

Mr. DAWES. It takes care of it in this way: It educates seventy 
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or eighty each year and takes ten of them into the Navy and turns the 





rest out upon the world with an education farnished at the expense of 


the United States. That is the method by which the act proposes to 
shorien the supply hereafter. ‘The more sensible way, it seems to me, 
is to snspend it until the time may come when the demand for officers 
in the Navy will require the edacating of more men. 

Mr. HALE. Now, will the Senator vote under any condition to close 
the schwol at Annapolis for six years? 

Mr. DAWES. Most certainly I will doso rather than educate nine- 
tenths of all that graduate there at the expense of the Government 
without the slighest idea of ever utilizing that education in the Navy. 

Mr. BUTLER. Or I suggest to the Senator from Massachusetts we 
may limit the number of admissions. 

Mr. HALE. That has been done more than once. 

Mr. DAWES. That is the same thing precisely. 

Mr. HALE. Keep up your academy. 

Now, does the Senator from Massachusetts know that these schemes 
are not as new as they appear to be? Does the Senator know that great 
nations passing through the experience of war and with the knowledge 
that comes of the need of an establishment, instead of closing their 
schools, do as France and G have done since their great war, 
keep up their establishments, provide a liberal education, and only re- 
ceive into the service such young officers as are at the head of their class 
and are needed to fill the ranks. I havevery great doubt whether that 
is not the wiser way. I do not look upon the money as lost that is 
spent in the education of these young men. They are found in every 
State; they have been imbued with the knowledge, with the atmos- 

phere, with everything that is gaimed at the academy. They have the 
studies, the spirit, the patriotism, the interest in the flag, and they go 
out equipped for every-day life; and it is not lost. But above all, it 
does not lie in the mouths of the young men who have had this given to 
them (which the Senator from Massachusetts would rather take away 
and close up the school than to give) to come here and seek to be ob- 
truded into a crowded Navy on the ground that they have been treated 
harshly and outraged and imposed upon by false obligations. If there 
is any complaint it is the complaint that the Senator from Massachu- 
setts indicates here, that we have done too much and spent too much 
money for them. 

Now, how much money will this cost? I have endeavored to pro- 
ceed in the investigation of this matter with ca-e, because I felt from 
the beginning the earnestness of the effort that was being made to push 
this bill to a passage in the Senate. I knew it was no light task to 
enter into the opposition to it, and I endeavored in every step to get 
my facts and to get them from responsible and impartial sources. Now 
what will this cost? I have the estimate of the Navy Department. 
Taking the basis that with only a portion of those who have already 
gone out coming into the service, as the Secretary says sixty-eight, it 
would increase the time of service six years, then the intrusion of this 
force into these lower ranks would add six years’ service to begin with 
to that number more than we are paying for now. The Secretary has 
estimated that. It is easy enough to estimate it. 

Cost of maintaining sixty-eight ensigns for six years, $489,600. . 

Cost of maintaining thirty-four assistant engineers for six years, $346,800. 

Mr. BUTLER. ‘The Senator surely does not put that last in as one 
of the estimates of cost, $346,800 for the engineers. That whole ques- 
tion has been eliminated from this bill. 

Mr. HALE. Only for the two classes. ‘The decision of the court 
only applied to two classes who have gone through four yvars, but it 
does not apply to the classes running ahead. 

Mr. BUTLER. No; for the very reason that that designation has 
been abolished in the Naval Academy. There is no such thing as cadet 
engineer. Therefore, that $346,800 is not a proper estimate. 

Mr. HALE. Then, in addition to that, the reckons the 
cost of the ensigns to be received from the classes of 1886 and 1887, 
$306,000, a all as the actual expense in the next six years 
$1,142,400. And then he goes on: 


if the pay of Gaede one handund and Baty Gan ieee, wee, the S88 aon 
to now introduce into the Navy should be carried out, eee ode the grades of 
the service until their withdrawal, or death, ing aver- 
age ot service in the Navy, it would involve an expenditure to the Government 
more than $6,000,000. 
One of the things sought by the legislation of 1882 was not only to 


make the naval service more efficient, but toe make it less expensive; 
and the legi into the statute by the act of 1882 in 
the volume before me in the long years to come saves to the Govern- 
ment millions of dollars. 


Mr. MAXEY. I ask the Senator from Maine if there was any stat- 


ute in existence at the time these young men entered the Naval Acad- 


emy which would lead them to suppose or believe that they were not 
to receive their commissions if 


to be repealed when the act of 1882 was adepted. The law was clear 
and plain, and left it in the diseretion of the Government, as 
it does in any military ‘ 
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Mr. MAXEY. I ask the Senator if it is not a fact that there Was a 
tacit understanding, and had been from the foundation of the Military 
Academy and the Naval Academy, that those who graduated should 
receive appointments; and did not that understanding exist up to the 
passage of the act of 1882, which cut off a certain portion from appoint- 
ments? 

Mr. HALE. The history of the military establishments shows tha: 
young officers at any time have left the service voluntarily, taking the 
advantage and benefit of all they had gained from the Government 
So the Government heretofore has interfered with the naval estab|ish- 
ment; it has done what it would in its own sweet will; it has closed 
the academy, has changed from one field to another; limited grades 
it has reduced and cut down, as it hasa right todo. The Senator. 
from his knowledge of the law and the principles that guide the other 
military establishment of the Government, knows that the Congress 
to-day, without violating any statute or any obligation, could reduce 
the number of brigadiers-general and retire one-half of them from 
active service if it chose to do so, if it found there was no need of 
them. 

Mr. BUTLER. If the Senator from Maine and the Senator from 
Texas will permit me, I can perhaps give this statement: 


In 1878 a similar act, in relation tothe cadets of the Military Academy at West 
Point, ges by the House, but was amended in the Senate June 8, 1878, so 
as not to affect those cadets who had entered the Military Academy prior to the 
passage of said act, which amendment was concurred in by the House. 

Mr. MAXEY. The exact point I wanted to make. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator know why that was done? 

Mr. BUTLER. To prevent being retroactive. 

Mr. HALE. But does theSenator know why Congress declared that 
it should so apply only to those who had notentered? For the reason 
that the condition of the Army never in any degree was parallel to that 
of the Navy. Up to the present year the graduating classes at West 
Point have not been enough to fill the Army vacancies, and the Presi- 
dent has been going off every year making appointments from civil life 
to second lieutenancies in the Army. So there was no need of any pro- 
vision that should cut off graduates of West Point from commissions, 
but in the Navy it was entirely different. 

Mr. BUTLER. It hasnot infrequently happened, as I remember, that 
there were a number of cadets of West Point as additional second-lieu- 
tenants attached to companies awaiting assignment under their regular 
promotion. This very Congress has an actrelieving the present 

uating class at West Point of the operation of the act of 1878. 

Mr. HALE. Because the class is extraordinarily large. Nobody 
knows why it isso. Doesthe Senafor deny that up to the present year 
the graduates from West Point have been less than the vacancies in the 
Army, and that the deficit has been made up by appointments from 
civil life? 

Mr. BUTLER. It would not have been so if the present class had 
been taken up by assignments in the Army, because this class is about 
seventy. ° 
Mr. HALE. It is a very large class. 

Mr. BUTLER. Therefore there would not have been places for them 
all. 

Mr. HALE. The present class is so large that it creates a condition 
entirely different from anything that we have witnessed before; but | 

that heretofore the classes have been too small, the vacancies 
have been too many. In the Navy just the reverse is true. The va- 
cancies have been but few, the classes have been inordinately large; 
and we had to consider the condition as we found it. 

Mr. MAXEY. Thepoint endeavored to present to the Senator from 
Maine I do not think I have accurately submitted. The Committee 
on Military Affairs, in view of what they regarded as the equity of the 
case, reported to the Senate a bill the object of which was not to apply 
the provision of law that would cut off these who had entered the 
academy prior to the passage of that law. That act was in full force 
and effect when this act of 1882 passed and when these young men en- 
tered the academy. Would they not reasonably, in view of that gen- 
eral policy which is known to all the world, have a right to conclude 
that the Congress of the United States did not intend, in justice and 
equity and fair to make the act retroactive—in other words, to 
apply it to those who entered prior to the of the act? 

r. HALE. I do not admit that this act is retroactive. It doesnot 
apply to a single officer in the Navy. These young men at the acad- 
emy are not officers; they are not pensioners; they are young men wi0 
have gone there at their own been accepted by the Govern- 
ment, not *s officers, but in order to be educated; and there is no Tr 
effect uponthem. On the contrary, it provides that they ™) 
1882 and complete their studies, receive their $600 a yes", 
get their certificate of and then get their $950, and there 
is no retroaction in it. It in terms declares that it shall not 
interfere with a officer of the Navy. Can I tell whether a youns 

a thinks that the Government 
him all his life? Quite he does think that; bat 
go in just as quickly and there would be just as many pp! 
cations for a that the Government confers on these youths 
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to understand it. There would be no difficulty in getting applications 
for admission. z 2 ; ‘ 

Mr. ALLISON. Evidently this bill can not be finished to-night, and 
if the Senator from Maine will yield for a motion to go into executive 
gasion I will make that motion. 

Mr. HALE. There are some considerations touching this very mat- 
ter of expense and other things that I desire to present before I close, 
pat I find it rather difficult tor me to go on now; and I yield to the 
Senator from Towa. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After one hour and five minutes spent 
in executive session thé doors were reopened. 


OHIO SENATORIAL ELECTION. 


Mr. HOAR submitted the following resolution; which was consid- 
ered, by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom were re- 
ferred sundry memorials from the State of Ohio in regard to the recent election 


of a Senator in that State, be authorized to employ a stenographer, to be paid 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 


CONSIDERATION OF THE CALENDAR. 
On motion of Mr. EDMUNDS, and by unanimous consent, it was 


Ordered, That after the disposition of Senate bill No. 371, the rest of to-mor- 
row and next day be devoted to the Calendar under the five-minutes’ limitation 
for debate and su to objection, which objeetion shall operate only to pass 
over the case, ning its place on the Calendar; and that no motion shall be 
made to proceed to the consideration of any bill where objection is made to the 
consideration of the same. 


Mr. McMILLAN. I-move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 50 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned until te-morrow, Tuesday, June 8, 1886, at 12 
o'clock m. 





CONFIRMATION. 
Executive nomination confirmed by the Senate May 18, 1886. 


Horatio 8. Tryon, to be postmaster at Weedsport, Cayuga County, 
New York. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, June 7, 1886. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by Rev. S. W. Happa- 
way, of Washington, D. C. 
The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina, indefinitely, on account of 
sickness in his family. 

To Mr. BARKSDALE, for to-day, on account of indisposition. 

To Mr. WILKINS, indefinitely. 

Te Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota, until the 20th of this month, on account 
of important business. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Mr. from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found duly enrolled a bill of the following title; 
when the Spi the same: 

A bill R. 5910) to detach the counties of Howard, Little River, 
and Sevier from the western and add them to the eastern district of 
Arkansas. 

_ QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. er, I rise toa question of privilege—— 

The SPEAKER. ~ hay or ee will state it. 

Mr. KELLEY. A question concerning the business, and in my judg- 
ment the character, of the House, which I will state as briefly as I can. 

On the 15th day of January the House adopted this resolution: 


Resolved, That on each Friday the House shall take a recess from 5 o'clock p. 


7.30 p.m.,at which evening sessions private bills granting pensions re- 
from Gio iecnantiten ox Pensions and the Committee on Pen- 


Invalid 
and 
a ee Comirr ‘ttee ; 
Friday the House met under that order, and I find in the 
yesterday a twenty-five-column on Edwin M. Stan- 
the Representative from the eighth district ef Alabama, made 
no eeeaee Wesinase was before the committee and no 
for ities; and I desire to bring to the attention of 
House the fact that sessions granted in order to promote meritori- 
perverted to the basest of ends, the slander of 
died from devoted service to their country. 
Mr. BEACH. Mr. Speaker, I would like tocall the attention of the 
from Pennsylvania to the fact that the gentleman from Ala- 
is not in his seat. 
Mr. PAYSON. He ought to be. 
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Mr. BEACH. And I would state further that the speech he deliv- 
ered was not delivered upon any Friday evening session as I understand 
it. [Cries of ‘It was!’’] 

Mr. THOMPSON. It was delivered on Friday evening. 

Mr. KELLEY. It purports to have been delivered by unanimous 
consent at two of these meetings, nathely, on May 28 and June 4. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, how does this come before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania stated that he 
rose to a question of privilege, but the Chair thinks that up to the pres- 
ent time the gentleman has not presented a question of that character. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman ought not, it seems to me, to avail 
himself of an opportunity te make such a statement in the absence of 
the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. KELLEY. I propose at the proper time to move that these re- 
marks which were not within the scope of the order authorizing those 
meetings, and which reflected not on the absent merely but on the 
dead—— 

Mr. REAGAN. Imake the point of order that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is not stating a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes if any rule or order of the 
House has been abused by a member, and a motion is made to correct 
the abuse or to censure the member, that would involve a question of 
privilege in the first instance which the Chair must entertain. Bat it 
is not within the province of the Chair to pass upon the question as to 
whether or not the rules and orders of the House have actually been 
abused. That is for the House to determine, and to take such action 
as it may deem proper. Upto the present moment the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has made no motion which presents a question for th 
consideration of the House. The gentleman, the Chair understoed, was 
proceeding to state he was about to make a motion. 

Mr. REAGAN. I propose to insist on the objection till the gentle- 
man makes a motion. 

Mr. KELLEY. I shallthen makethe motion that these remarks 

Mr. HERBERT. Willthe gentleman from Pennsylvania permit me 
to make a suggestion? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HERBERT. If the gentleman proposes to make a motion per- 
sonal in its character, I suggest to him it would be eminently proper 
for him to wait till the gentleman from Alabama who made the speech 
shall be in the House, instead of proceeding to arraign him in his ab- 
sence. If the gentleman from Alabama were not to be present any 
more during the session it might be proper for the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania toe proceed now. But I think it would be only fair to that 
gentleman, who has certainly something tosay in his own behalf, to post- 
pone this matter until he is present. 

Mr. KELLEY. Can I have the assurance that I will have the floor 
when the gentleman from Alabama is present? 

Mr. BEACH. It iss privileged matter. 

Mr. HERBERT. I can give the gentleman no assurance of that 
kind. If this is a question of privilege now it will be then, and the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania will certainly lose none of his rights. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can make his motion and let it 
stand, if he desires, to be called up at some other time. 

Mr. KELLEY. That will be agreeable to me. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s motion, the Chair understands, 
is to expunge these remarks from the RECORD. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir; I propose to move that they be expunged 
from the permanent REcORD, and to prohibit the printing of farther 
copies by the Public Printer. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I rise to a matter of privilege. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of lowa. I desire to have the REcorD corrected. 
In the RecorD of yesterday morning a portion of an interlocutory dis- 
cussion between the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] and 
myself is taken from the context where it occurred and is inserted at 
a subsequent part of his speech where no conversation or discussion 
took place between him and me. 

Mr. HERBERT. I will submit also to the gentleman from Iowa that 
he postpone his explanation till the gentleman from Alabama [Mcr. 
WHEELER] is present. I know nothing about it myself, but I put it 
to the gentleman’s sense of fairness that that would be the proper course. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Will the gentleman from Alabama 
state whether his colleague is in the city? 

Mr. HERBERT. I undersian+ he is. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I understand if a correction of the 
RECORD is to be made it must be done within three days. 

A MemsBer. Fourdays. . 

Mr. HERBERT. I know nothing of the gentleman having left the 
city. He has been here all winter, and I presume is here now. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I will not ask, then, to make the cor- 
rection at this time, but I will make it within the period falling within 
the rule if the gentleman should not be in his seat before that period 





expires. 

Mr. KELLEY. Thatthe gentleman from Alabama[ Mr. WHEELER] 
may have notice of my purpose, I announce that I will ask theSpeaker 
to recognize me to-morrow morning after the reading of the Journal 
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MAGGIE A. AUTER. 

Mr. SYMES also intreduced a bill (H. R. 9138) granting a Pension to 
Maggie A. Auter; which was read a first and second time, referr..j ;. 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

J. H. BENHAM. 

Mr. MITCHELL introduced a bill (H. R. 9139) for the relicy or 7 
H. Benham; which was read a first and second time, referre: 1, ;),, 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ELEANOR F. RUDD. 
Mr. WAIT introduced a bill (H. R. 9140) granting a pension 


Eleanor F. Rudd, widow of Albert Rudd; which was read a firs: ant 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and o;. 


dered to be printed. 





















upon my statement that I have a privileged motion or a question of 
privilege for discussion. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. CRISP. On Saturday last, during a debate in this House upon 
a proposition pending before it, f was betrayed into a warmth of ex- 
ression which I regret. The distinguished gentleman from Indiana 
Mr. HOLMAN], whose long service to his country and whose years en- 
title him to the respect of the public, was and is in full possession of 
mine. The expression used by that gentleman or that I understood 
him to use excited a feeling that prompted that warmth of expression 
which I now say I regret. I have had no communication with that 
gentleman on this subject, and I make this statement to the House 
here and now because I feel—I really feel—that I regret those expres- 
sions, and I know of no more manly thing to do than to give public 
expression to what my feeling is inthat regard. [Applause. ] 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to say that the gentleman from Georgia in in- 
terpreting my original remarksas having any reference to himself labored 
under an entire misapprehension. I presume that arose from the dif- 
ferent standpoints from which we were discussing the same subject. I 
was discussing it from one standpoint and he from another. I accept 
very cheerfully and sincerely the expressions which have fallen from 
his lips, and I wish to recall any words which I may have uttered in 
the heat of debate which may have been regarded as unkind to him or 
unjust to the House. [Applause. ] 


HENRY E. DART. 

Mr. WAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. 9141) to remove the charge 

of desertion against Henry E. Dart; which was read a first and second 

time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to } 
prisited. 


e 


JAMES M. GARRISON. 

Mr. SEYMOUR introduced a bill (H. R. 9142) for the relief of James 
M. Garrison; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SABIN STOCKING. 

Mr. SEYMOUR also introduced a bill (H. R. 9143) granting a pension 
to Dr. Sabin Stocking; which was read a first and second time. referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE. 


Mr. BLOUNT introduced a bill (H. R. 9144) to authorize the ap- 
pointment of an additional superintendent of the railway mail service 
which was read a first and second: time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


CONTRACTS FOR. STATIONERY, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT:. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the first business in order is 
the call of States and Territories for the introduction of bills and reso- 
lutions for printing and reference without debate, on which call joint 
and concurrent resolutions and memorials of State and Territorial Legis- 
latures may be presented and appropriately referred, and resolutions of 
inquiry directed to the heads of the Executive Departments.are also in 
order for reference to appropriate committees. 


HENRY W. LONG. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas, introduced a bill (H. R. 9131) | Mr. BLOUNT also introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 180) further 
for the relief of Henry W. Long; which was read a first and second | explanatory of the resolution adopted June 31, 1868, limiting contracts 
time (the first reading being in full upon demand of Mr. BLAND), re- | for stationery and other supplies to one year; which was read a first 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 

TRANSPORTATION OF SHIPWRECKED SEAMEN. Roads, sad ordered to be printed. Fi 


GRADUATED INCOME TAX. 

Mr. HARRIS introduced a bill (H. R. 9145) to impose a graduated 
income tax; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS, GEORGIA. 

Mr. BARNES introduced a bill (H. R. 9146) to transfer certain coun- 
ties from the southern judicial district to the northern district in the 
State of Georgia, and to divide the northern district of said State into 
two, to be known as the western and eastern divisions of said district, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM R. RICH. 

Mr. LANDES (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9147) granting a 
pension to William R. Rich; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM F. REED. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND introduced a bill (H. R. 9148) granting a pension 
to William F. Reed; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN D. DENNING. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND also intreduced a bill (H. R. 9149) granting a 
pension to John D. Denning; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


printed. 
TAX ON SALT. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND also introduced a bill (H. R. 9150) to amend 
section 3022 of the Revised Statutes, so as to place the tax on salt used 
in curing pork, beef, and other provisions on the same basis w't!i salt 
used in curing fish; which was read a’first and second -time, referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printe! 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT MOUNT VERNON, ILL. c 
Mr. TOWNSHEND also introduced a bill (H. R. 9151) to provice 
the erection of a public building in the city of Mount Vern”, Ill. ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 00 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
F. M. RYON. ee 

Mr. PLUMB introduced a bill (H. R. 9152) for the relief of F. M. 
nee which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 

ttee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES 8S. ROBERTS. 

Mr. RIGGS introduced a bill (H. R. 9153) granting a pension 


Mr. MORROW introduced a bill (H. R. 9132) to credit the revenue- 
cutter service for the transportation home by United States revenue 
vessels of shipwrecked seamen from the arctic regions or from the Ter- 
ritory of Alaska; which was read a first and second time (the first read- 
ing being in full upon demand of Mr. BLAND). 

Mr. BLAND. I move that this bill be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 
ns SPEAKER (having put the question) said: The noes seem to 

ve it. 

Mr. BLAND. I call for a division. 

The question being again taken, there were—ayes 7, noes 42. 

Mr. BLAND. No quorum. 

— were ordered; and Mr. BLAND and Mr. Morrow were ap- 
pointed. 

The House again divided; but before the result of the vote was an- 
nounced Mr. BLAND withdrew the point of order. 

The bill was accordingly referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SETTLEMENT CF TERRITORIES. 


Mr. MORROW also introduced a bill (H. R. 9133) to promote the 
settlement of the Territories of the United States and to protect the 
rights of homestead and pre-emption claimants; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JONATHAN D. STEVENSON. 

Mr. FELTON (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9134) for the re- 
lief of Jonathan D. Stevenson; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY POST, DENVER. 

Mr. SYMES introduced a bill (H. R. 9135) making an appropriation 
for the establishment and erection of a military post near the city of 
Denver, in the State of Colorado; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. . 

LORENZO D. COOMBS. 

Mr. SYMES also introduced bill (H. R. 9136) granting a pension to 
Lorenzo D. Coombs; which was read a first second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Fensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ISAAC DAVISSON. 

Mr. SYMES also introduced a bill (H. R. 9137) grat a pension to 
Isaac Davisson; which was read a first and time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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James 8. Roberts; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
EVAN 8. SULLIVAN. 

Mr. MATSON introduced a bill (H. R. 9154) for the relief of Evan 
§. Sullivan; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCES HAYMAKER. 
Mr. MATSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 9155) for the relief of 
Haymaker; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on In Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
CAROLINE PARISH. 

Mr. MATSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 9156) granting a pension 
to Caroline Parish; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


GRANT E. Q. LATHERMON. 

Mr. MATSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 9157) granting a pension 
to Grant E. Q. Lathermon; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JAMES F. FEE. 

Mr. MATSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 9158) granting a pension 
to James F. Fee; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SILAS B. DECKER. 

Mr. HOWARD introduced a bill (H. R. 9159) granting a pension to 
Silas B. Decker; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


' JOHN W. BUSSABARGAR. 
Mr. HOWARD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9160) granting a pension 
to John W. Bussabargar; which was read a first and second. time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PENSIONS FOR WAR OF 1812. 
Mr. HOWARD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9161) extending the pro- 


visions of the act of March, 1878, granting pensions to the soldiers and 
sailors of the war of 1812and their widows; which was read a first and 


— time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be 


prin 
. JOSHUA WALLACE. 

Mr. KLEINER introduced a bill (H. R. 9162) granting a pension to 
Joshua Wallace; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY HARTMAN. 

Mr. OWEN introduced a bill (H. R. 9163) granting a pension to 
Henry Hartman; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

; PETER ZIMMER. 

Mr. OWEN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9161) correcting the mili- 
tary record of Peter Zimmer; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MERRICK Y. BUCK. 
Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H.-R. 9165) grant- 


ing a pension to Merrick Y. Buck; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 


be printed. . 
JAMES BANNON. 


Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9166) grant- 
ing @ pension to James Bannon; which was read a first and second 
=a referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 


: 


JOSEPH F. KIRKHART. 

Mr. CONGER introduced a bill (H. R. 9167) granting a pension to 
oseph F. Kirkhart; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

LUKE HALL. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. 9168) grant- 
ing a pension to Luke Hall; which was read a first and second time, 
telerred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

UNION PACIFIC AND KANSAS PACIFIC RAILROADS. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa, submitted the following resolution; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads: 

Whereas the Union Pacific Railroad Company and the Kansas Pacific Rail- 

werecorporations incorporated 
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_ ee by the Congress of the United 

it has been currently reported and is now generally believed that 
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ing to many millions of dollars, and have neglected, omitted,and failed to ac- 
count for the same to the Union Pacifie Railroad Company: Therefore, 
Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Judiciary Committee of this 
House be, and is hereby, directed to inquire into all the transactions of the di- 
rectors of each of said companies since their organization and with the capital 
stock of either or both of them; and if said committee shall find that said direct- 
ors or any of them have made gains for which they owe or should account to 
either or both of said corporations, then said committee are hereby further di- 
rected to bring in a bill or resolution directing the Department of Justice to 
commence proper proceedings in the courts of the United States to compel said 
directors to render a true account to said corporation or to either of them,and 
to pay the net proceeds of such account or accounts into the sinking fund estab- 


lished by Congress to pay the debts of said corporations or either of them to the 
United States, 


Resolved, That no final adjustment or settlement of the accounts of either of 
said corporations with the Government should be determined on until said 
committee reports its conclusions. 

Resolved, That said committee have power to do all things necessary to carry 
this resolution into effect. 

LAND GRANTS IN KANSAS. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa, offered the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, requested to 
furnish to the House a copy of the report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office recently transmitted to the Senate showing the adjustment of grants 
of land to aid in the construction of railroads in the State of Kansas, 

CHARLES T. WORNOM. 

Mr. LYMAN introduced a bill (H. R. 9169) to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Charles T. Wornom, late of Company F, Twelfth Illi- 
nois Cavalry; which was read a first and seeond time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

GREEN FIELDS. 

Mr. LYMAN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9170) for the relief of Green 
Fields, late of the Fourth Indiana Cavalry Volunteers; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM MACKEY. 

Mr. FUNSTON introduced a bill (H. R. 9171) for the relief of Will- 
iam Mackey; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CHRISTIAN A. MEUGER. 

Mr. FUNSTON also introduced a bill (H. R. 9172) for the relief of 
Christian A. Meuger, Company B, Ninth Kansas Cavalry; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN BOATWRIGHT. 

Mr. FUNSTON also introduced a bill (H. R. 9173) for the relief of 
John Boatwright; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordewd to be printed. 

RESURVEY IN KANSAS. 

Mr. PETERS introduced a bill (H. R. 9174) to resurvey township 18 
south, range 9 west of the sixth principal meridian, Kansas; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordéred to be printed. 

EPHRAIM NYE. 

Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9175) granting a pension 
to Ephraim Nye; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JESSE G. HAMILTON. 

Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9176) granting a pension 
to Jesse G. Hamilton; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILFORD WHITE. 

Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. 9177) granting a pension to Wil- 
ford White; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ELI J. YAMGHEIM. 

Mr. RYAN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9178) granting a pension to 
Eli J. Yamgheim; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN NICODEMAS. 

Mr. RYAN also-introduced a bill (H. R. 9179) granting an increase 
of pension to John Nicodemas; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SECTION 2133 REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. RYAN (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9180) to amend 
section 2133 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian A ffairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ANNA PLATT. 

Mr. PERKINS introduced a bill (H. R. 9181) granting a pension to 
Anna Platt; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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SAMUEL PETERS. ond time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 


Mr. McCREARY introduced a bill (H. R. 9182) granting a pension to | printed. 
Samuel Peters; which was read a first and second time, referred to the PUBLIC LANDS IN LOUISIANA. 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


| _ Mr. GAY introduced a bill (H. R. 9191) to restore to the publie 
JAMES R. MARRS. ee and pa repeat o os -—* praeen of certain lands east of 

Mr. MeCREARY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9183) for the benefit | “2° *4155'8Sipp! 4tiver, In the of Louisiana; which was read a first 
of James R. Marrs; which was read a first and second time, referred to and second time, referred to the Committee on the Public Lands and 


the ; ‘aims ar eee : 
1c Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed r. GAY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9192) to cancel certain reser, : 
DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC OFFICES. tions on account of live-oak west of the Mississippi River, in the State 
Mr. TAULBEE offered the following resolution; which was referred of Louisiana, and to regulate the disposition thereof ; which was read q 
to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service: first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
_esolved, That the United States Civil Service Commission be,and is hereby, and ordered to be printed. 
directed to info t , t aut! ty t t ree ntments x , 
positions withi n the ‘classified patios sauplen Wome made! from the ct of Co- = acme. : = Ww. F. OuEVE. 
umbia when the proportion due to said District of Columbia was less than three, Mr. IRION introduced a bill (H. R. 9193) for the relief of Mrs. E. w 
for the year ending January 16, 1886. F. Chevis, of Saint Landry Parish, Louisiana; which was read a first and 
EMPLOYMENT OF SUBSTITUTES BY PUBLIC OFFICIALS. second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
Mr. TAULBEE also offered the following resolution; which was re- be printed. MRS. LUCY J. BOYLE. 
ferred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service: Mr. IRION also i oe bill (H R. 9194) for the reli 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the be,and he is hereby, directed to r. N also introduced a bi ° or the relief of Mrs. 
inform this House wages oe employés in the service of the Treasury Depart- | Lucy J. Boyle, of Louisiana; which was read a first and second time. 


ment, in any custom-house of this country, in the steamship-inspector service, rred mmi Claims ant 
or agen are permitted to employ weedisehenior ieenatinaaenne of the du- refe to the Co ttee on War ’ and ordered to be printed. 


ties assigned to said employés without a sufficient excuse on account of sickness FANNY B. RANDOLPH AND DORA L. STARK. 


or otherwise. 
_ ac a . Mr. IRION also introduced a bill (H. R. 9195) for the relief of Fanny 
FURLOUGHS IN THE INSERION DEPARTMENT. B. Randolph and Dora L. Stark, who were minors and the only children 
Mr. TAULBEE also offered the following resolution; which was re- | of William M. Lambeth, of Louisiana, who died in 1853; which was 
ferred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service: read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, directed to | and ordered to be printed. 
inform this House whether or not employés in his Department are granted fur- 5 
loughs or leaves of absence, with pay, for a greater length of time than thirty JOHN H. ROLLINS. 


day's in any given tweive months; if s0, by what authority of law endtowhat/ Mr. DINGLEY introduced a bill (H. R. 9196) to correct the military 
record of John H. Rollins; which was read a first and second time, re- 
APPOINTMENTS IN THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAULBEE also offered the following resolution; which was re- CYRUS T. WARDWELL. 


ferred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Geevies: Mr. DINGLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9197) to increase the 
Resolved, Tat the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to of T. Wardwell: which read tand iti 

inform this House whether or not any person or ‘persons are now borne on the | Pension of Cyrus T. Wat 3 W was read a first and second time, 

rolls of the employés in the Treasury Department included in the classified civil | referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


service and who have been inted to such position since Jan 16, 1883, | printed 
and who have not been certified for appointment to such position by the United ” r 
States Civil Service Commission. HIRAM F. WORDWELL. 


If so, the number and grade of such appointees, with the date of the appoint-| Mr, MILLIKEN introduced a bill (H. R. 9198) for the relief of Hiram 
ments and the authority by which such appointments were made. F. Word well; which was read a first and second tiime, referred to the 
CHARLES L. DAWSON. Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WADSWORTH ingesinaal a a OS. 3.9908) a en rs of GEORGE HENDERSOY. 
Charles L. Dawson; which was read a first second time, referred| wr MILLIKEN introduced a bill (H. R. 9199 ting a pen- 
to the Committee on Mflitary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. sntaaneaie esismens hah xy a first aa  omarp: ad “4 
WILEY B. HILL. ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ae mpc pele — R. _— for = relief JOHN G. BRADFORD. 
of Wiley B. Hill; which was read a second time, referred to} Mr. FINDLAY introduced a bill (H. R. 9200) for the relief of John 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. G. Bradford; which was read a fist and second time, referred to the 
AMANDA F. WOOD. Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WADSWORTH also introduced a bill (H. R. 9186) granting a WILLIAM E. TUCKEY. 
pension to Amanda F. Wood; which was read a first and second time, | wr, FINDLAY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9201) for the relief of 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be | wijliam E. Tuckey; which was read a first and second time, referred 


printed. concemmiiaiiaiaite dinieanies to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


. v1 > . . THOMAS 8S. REID. 
enone Mr. FINDLAY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9202) for the relief of 


erred ; Thomas 8. Reid; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
ao eed ta be printed. ©? She Committee on the Judiciary; | the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


BRIDGE ACROSS RED RIVER, LOUISIANA. MABRY ANN FURLONG AND HATTIE M. CRANFORD. 


: : . | f 
Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. 9188) to authorize the | _ Mr. FINDLAY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9203) for the relief 0 
Louisiana North and South Railroad Company to maintain a bridge | Mary Ann Furlong and Hattie M. Cranford; which was read a ~ 
across the Red River in Louisiana; which was read a first and second | 2nd second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordere¢ 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be | to be printed. 
printed. , COLUMBUS E. ROBEY. ; 
INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL AT NEW ORLEANS. Mr. Cet eeeean oz caer for ees — 
Mr. ST. MARTIN introduced resolutions of the General Assembly | Claim of Colum Robey, of Charles County, Maryland; wiic 
of the State of Scutdetn tebtah ite seemmen ek enaehatieamen t was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
donate to the city of New Orleans the grounds and buildings of the | Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
United States marine hospital in that city for the establishment of an MINNIE LYLES. 
industrial school; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build-| sr, COMPTON also submitted the following resolution; whic! ws 


ings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. read, and referred to the Committee on Accounts: 
CITIZENS’ BANK OF LOUISIANA. Resolved, That there be paid to Minnie Lyles, widow of Alfred Lyles, the sum 
from March |, 
Mr. ST. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9189) to confirm the | of $970 for services rendered under the Doorkeeper of tia Lyles, widow of Al: 
land claim of the Citizens’ Bank of Louisiana; which was read a first fred Eyles, nie a er ihe Howeete cus equalto his’ pay for three 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, | months and the expenses. 
and ordered to be printed, THORNTON GANOE. 


NEW ORLEANS GASLIGHT COMPANY. Mr. McCOMAS introduced a bill (H. R. 9205) for the relief of Thorn- 
Mr. ST. MARTIN also introduced a ar. R. 9190) for the relief | ton Ganoe; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Co 
of the New Orleans Gaslight Company; w was read.a first and sec- | mittee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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PAYMENT FOR AN ALLEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. GIBSON, of Maryland, introduced a bill (H. R. 9206) to reap- 
propriate the sua of money originally appropriated for the payment of 
a pareel of ground condemned for an alley in the city of Washington 
and covered back into the Treasury; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


SECTION 5165 REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. COLLINS introduced a bill (H. R. 9207) to amend section 5365 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

UNITED STATES BOTTLERS’ PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION. 

Mr. COLLINS also introduced a vill (H. R. 9208) to permit the en- 
try, free of duty, of foreign goods for exhibition at the fourth biennial 
exhibition of the United States Bottlers’ Protective Association; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


WINIFRED B. COFFIN. 
Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (H. R. 9209) for the relief of Winifred 


B. Coffin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, and orderéd to be printed. 


FREEDOM OF COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 
Mr. DAVIS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9210) to protect the free- 
dom of commercial intercourse; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS D. ELDER. 

Mr. LOVERING introduced a bill (H. R. 9211) to remove the charge 
of desertion against-Thomas D. Elder; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JOHN H. H. WILSON. 

Mr. LOVERING also introduced a bill (H. R. 9212) granting a pen- 
sion to John H. H. Wilson; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY CORBETT. 

Mr. LOVERING also introduced a bill (H. R. 9213) granting a pen- 
sion to Mary Corbett; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


A, E. GLADDEN. ; 

Mr. WHITING introduced a bill (H. R. 9214) granting a pension to 
A. E. Gladden, dependent mother of Henry E. Gladden; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. GOODRICH. 

Mr. LONG introdaced a bill (H. R. 9215) granting a pension to George 
W. Goodrich; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


RELIEF OF CERTATN WHALING VESSELS. 

Mr. LONG (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9216) for the 
relief of the owners and crews of the American whaling vessels Midas, 
Progress, Daniel Webster, and Europa; which was read a first 
— second referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to 


JOHN C. FAILING. 
Mr. O'DONNELL introduced a bill (H. R. 9217) granting an increase 


of pension to John C. Failing; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


POTTAWATOMIE INDIANS. 

Mr. O'DONNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 9218) providing for 
the settlement of the claims of the Pottawatomie Indians of Michigan 
including the Pottawatomies of Huron, in Calhoun County, 
Michigan, as per treaty stipulations existing with said bands; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committce on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN F. CHAVILEER. 

Mr. BURROWS introduced a bill (H. R. 9219) for the relief of John 
F. Chavileer; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

COASTWISE VESSELS. 

Mr. BURROWS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9220) to amend section 
4446 of the Revised Statutes, referring to vessels engaged wholly or in 
part in the coastwise service; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH MILLER. 

Mr. BURROWS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9221) increasing the 
a See Bier; which was read a first and second time, re- 

to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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AMENDMENT OF PENSION LAWS. 
Mr. CARLETON introduced a bill (H. R. 9222) granting an allow- 


ance of pension to widows and dependent relatives who lost their lives 
in the performance of their duties in the Life-Saving Service, so called, 
of the Government; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


FREEMAN M'INTIRE. 
Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota (by Mr. GILFILLAN), introduced a bill 
(H. R. 9223) granting a pension to Freeman McIntire; which was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE TOWNSEND. 
Mr. WHITE, of Minnesota (by Mr. GILFILLAN), also introduced a 


bill (H. R. 9224) granting a pension to George Townsend; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


CALVIN CHEAIRS. 
Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (H. R. 9225) for the relief of Calvin 


Cheairs; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


RICHARD H. PARHAM. 

Mr. MORGAN (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9226) for the 
relief of Richard H. Parham, administrator of George Gorman, deceased ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT S. M’DONALD. ‘ 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9227) for the relief of 
Robert S. McDonald; which was read a first and ‘second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. E. G. TOMLINSON. 

Mr. MORGAN (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9228) for 
the relief of Mrs. E. G. Tomlinson, exeeutrix of William E. Tomlinson, 
deceased; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN KREBS. 

Mr. VAN EATON (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9229) for the 
relief of John Krebs; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. MARY O'BRIEN. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri, introduced a bill (H. R. 9230) for the relief 
of Mrs. Mary O’Brien; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY 0. COOPER. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Missouri, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9231) for the 
relief of Mary O. Cooper; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPORTATION OF ALIENS UNDER CONTRACT. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9232) to 
amend an act to prohibit the importation and immigration of foreigners 
and aliens under contract or agreement to perform labor in the United 
States, its Territories, and the District of Columbia, and to provide for 
the enforcement thereof; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Labor, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN BLOCK. 

Mr. BURNES introduced a bill (H. R. 9233) granting a pension to 
John Block; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PENINA HUNT. 

Mr. BURNES also introduced a bill (H. R. 9234) granting a pension 
to Penina Hunt; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

T. J. GEORGE. 

Mr. DAWSON introduced a bill (H. R. 9235) for the relief of T. J. 
George; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

TAX ON LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. 9236) to repeal all laws imposing 
a tax on leaf-tobacco; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

EZRA 8S. HARENS. 

Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9237) for the relief of Ezra 
S. Harens; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ALEXANDER WILKIE. 

Mr. HAYNES introduced a bill (H. R. 9238) for the relief of Alex- 
ander Wilkie; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
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ALEXANDER M’KELVIE. 

Mr. GALLINGER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9239) for the 
relief of Alexander McKelvie; which was read a first and second time, 
referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN B. WOLF. 

Mr. PIDCOCK (by Mr. McAnoo) introduced a bill (H. R. 9240) 
granting a pension to John B. Wolf; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MARY K. TAYLOR. 

Mr. PIDCOCK (by Mr. McApoo) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9241) 
granting an increase of pension to Mary K. Taylor; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. . 

WILLIAM F. RANDOLPH. 

Mr. PIDCOCK (by Mr. McApoo) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9242) 
granting a pension to William F. Randolph; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

NOAH 8. CRAMER. 

Mr. PIDCOCK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9243) granting a pension 
to Noah 8. Cramer; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM M. AVIS. 

Mr. HIRES introduced a bill (H. R. 9244) granting a pension to Will- 
jam M. Avis; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY REED. 

Mr. BUCHANAN introduced a bill (H. R. 9245) for the relief of 
Mary Reed; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CONVICT LABOR. 

Mr. MAHONEY introduced a bill (H. R. 9246) to prevent the em- 
ployment of convict labor upon public buildings and other public works, 
and convict labor in the preparation or manufacture of materials for 
— buildings or other public works, and aliens in the service of the 

nited States, and to regulate the manner of letting contracts therefor; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Labor, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY GRIMES. 

Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (H. R. 9247) granting a pension to 
Mary Grimes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

RICHARD FOREMAN. 

Mr. SAWYER also introduced a bill (H. R. 9248) to increase the pen- 
sion of Richard Foreman; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MONUMENT TO VICTIMS OF PRISON SHIPS. 


Mr. FELIX CAMPBELL introduced a bill (H. R. 9249) for the erec- 
tion and completion of a monument to the of the victims of 
prison-ships, at Fort Green, Brooklyn; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PROGRESS OF THE PANAMA CANAL. 

Mr. JAMES offered the following resolution; which was referred to 

the Committee on Printing: 
ved by the H ives (the Senate concurring), That the it- 
we on Printing ape maya printed for detribation by the Sonate 


and members of the House, in the usual proportion, 5.000 copies of the ‘** 
Intelligence Report, by Lieutenant Kimball and Naval 


oe Cone, Cates es 

Navy, upon the os during the year ;”’ which re- 

ort was transmitted to the House by the Secretary of the Navy on 
May 20, and referred to the Committee on Printing. 


WILLIAM B. BARNES. 
Mr. WEBER introduced a bill (H. R, 9250) for the relief of William 
B. Barnes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS F. READ. 

Mr. WEBER also introduced a bill (H. R. 9251) for the relief of 
Thomas F. Read; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

NEHEMIAH OSBORN. 

Mr. BAKER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9252) for the re- 
lief of Nehemiah Osborn; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee én Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SCALES FOR USE OF THE DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr. BAKER (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9253) mak- 
ing an appropriation fer the purchase of scales for the use of the De- 
partments and post-offices of the Government; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post. 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


NEWTON A. CALKINS. 

Mr. LINDSLEY introduced a bill (H. R. 9254) for the relief of New- 
ton A. Calkins; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HUGH DONNELLY. 

Mr. DOWDNEY introduced a bill (H. R. 9255) granting an adai- 
tional pension to Hugh Donnelly, late captain Thirty-seventh Massa- 
chusetts Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PHBE A. PICKERT. 


Mr. PAYNE introduced a bill (H. R. 9256) granting a peusion to 
Pheebe A. Pickert; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CHESTER L. POSSON. 


Mr. PINDAR introduced a bill (H. R. 9257) to remove the charge ot 
desertion against Chester L. Posson; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HOME-RULE IN PRELAND. 


Mr. MAHONEY introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the House of tatives earnestly sympathizes with Right 
Hon. William E. Gladstone and his associates in their efforts to secure a free 
parliament for the people of Ireland, and late the people of that hith- 
erto unhappy country upon the prospect of an early and successful termination 
of their long and struggle for the right of local self-government. 

Resolved, Speaker of the House is directed to communicate a copy 
of this resolu‘ion to Mr. Gladstone. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. 
on Foreign Affairs. : 

Mr. MAHONEY. [I ask unanimous consent that it be referred to 
the Committee on Labor. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, and Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Ar- 
kansas. I object. 

Mr. MAHONEY. I move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Labor. 

The question was taken on referring the resolution to the Committee 
on Labor; and there were—ayes 31, noes 77. 

Mr. MAHONEY. No quorum has voted. 

The SPEAKER. The point being made that no quu:am has voted, 
the Chair will appoint the gentleman from New York, Mr. MAnoney, 
and the gentleman from New York, Mr. BELMONT, to act as tellers. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamextary inquiry. 

Would it be in order to move to refer this resolution to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, with instructions to report it back to-morrow mern- 
ing? 
"The SPEAKER. It would not be in order under this call, because 
this is simply a call of the States and Territories for the introduction 
and reference of bills and resolutions. The Chair will appoint as tellers 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. MAHONEY, and the gentleman 
from New York, Mr. BELMONT. 

The House again divided. 

the count, 


Mr. said: I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. Did I under- 
stand the Chair to say that after the decision of this motion it would 
he in order to move a reference of the resolution with instructions? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair upon reflection decided that it would 
not be in order, because this resolution is introduced under the call of 
States and Territories, and the rule provides that resolutions introduced 
under this call shall be simply referred to the appropriate committees, 

The count having been completed, the tellers reported—ayes 30, 
noes 133. 

So the motion of Mr. MAHONEY was not 

The resolution was then 
fairs. 


That should go to the Committee 


to. 
referred to the Committee on Foreign At- 


J. M. BIVINS. 

Mr. BENNETT introduced a bill (H. R. 9258) for the relief of J. M. 
Bivins, at Albemarle, N. C.; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

GEORGE B. HANNA. 

Mr. BENNETT also introduced a bill (H. R. 9259) for the relief ot 
George B. Hanna, late melter United States assay office, Charlotte, 
N. C.; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

C. J. COWLES. 

Mr. BENNETT also introduced a bill (H. R. — for the at ot 

. J. Cow assayer in charge of Uni tates assay office 
«Gaon ee which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A. M. ANDERSON AND OTHERS. 
Mr. COWLES introduced a bill (H. K. 9261) for the relief of A. M. 
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to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
HENRY MEYER. 

Mr. HILL introduced a bill (H. R. 9262) granting a pension to Henry 
Meyer, of Henry County, Ohio, late a private in the United States 
Marine Corps; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS J. GRAY. 2 

Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR introduced a bill (H. R. 9263) granting an in- 
crease of pension to Thomas J. Gray; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

BIG JOHN BROOKS. 

Mr. LE FEVRE introduced a bill (H. R. 9264) for the relief of Big 
John Brooks, of Spalding County, Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ELECTRICAL RECORDING OF YEAS AND NAYS. 

Mr. LE FEVRE introduced the following resolution; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Rules: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be directed to examine into the merits 
with a view to the adoption, of a recently invented electrical vote-recording and 
indicating apparatus, especial! to reduce the time used in calling 
the roll and making a record of antl individual vote to within three minutes. 

' ‘HEIRS OF WILLIAM NESSLE. 

Mr. MCKINLEY introduced a bill (H. R. 9265) for the relief of the 
heirs of William Nessle; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. PHILIP KAME. 

Mr. McKINLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9266) granting a pen- 
sion to Mrs. Philip Kame; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

D. W. HILL. 

Mr. McKINLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9267) for the relief of 
D. W. Hill, late private Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES YANT. 

Mr. MCKINLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9268) granting a pen- 
sion to James Yant; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed.’ 


MRS. CAROLINE F. SPEIGEL. 

Mr. McKINLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9269) to increase the 
pension of Mrs. Caroline F. Speigel; which was read a first and second 
oan to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JACOB LONG, 

Mr. McKINLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 9270) granting a pen- 
sion to Jacob Long; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH WARD. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH introduced a bill (H. R. 9271) granting a pen- 
sion of $100 a month to Elizabeth Ward, widow of the late General 
Darbin Ward, of Ohio; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


TRANSPORTATION OF PASSENGERS AND MAILS. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9272) 
to promote safer and quicker transportation of passengers and mails; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. ROGER. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH also introduced a bill (H. R. 9273) granting a 

to George W. Roger, late of the Seventy-third Ohio Volunteer 

! ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


NAVAL PENSION FUND. 

_Mr. BROWN, of Ohio (by request), introduced a bill (H. R. 9274) 
directing the transfer of certain amounts from the naval pension fund; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL WEISSINGER. 

Mr. LITTLE introduced a bill (H. R. 9275) for the relief of Daniel 
Weissinger; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ERCILDON BOOTH. 
Mr. GEDDES introduced a bill (H. R. 9276) granting a pension to 
Booth; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Anderson and others; which was read a first and second time, referred 


5365 


GEORGE SMITH. 

Mr. GEDDES also introduced a bill (H. R. 9277) granting a pension to 
George Smith; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM J. MARTIN. 

Mr. HERMANN introduced a bill (H. R. 9278) for the relief of Will- 
iam J. Martin and payment to him of $7,500 for beef-cattle furnished 
the United States for use of Army, and for reference of said claim to the 
Court of Claims; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE ENGLE. 

Mr. HERMANN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9279) for the payment 
to George Engle, of the State of Oregon, the sum of $2,067, for property 
destroyed in said State in June, 1878, by the depredations of the Pi-Ute 
and Bannock Indians; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. HERMANN. [ask that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. This bill proposes to pay this money out of the 
public Treasury, and will go to the Committee on Claims, and not to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HERMANN. Let it go asthe Chair decides. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

J. R. FRIERSON. 

Mr. HERMANN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9280) for the relief of 
J. R. Frierson, of Oregon, and payment to him for certain services ren- 
dered in the military service of the United States in the late war; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


J. ©. MEIN. 
Mr. HERMANN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9281) granting a pen- 
sion to J. C. Mein, of the State of Oregon, late second lieutenant in 
Company C, One hundred and forty-fourth New York Volunteers, late 


war; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SILAS BEEZELEY. 


Mr. HERMAN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9282) to pension Silas 
Beezeley, of the State of Oregon, for services rendered in the Black Hawk 
war, in Capt. Jesse B. Brown’s company of Illinois Rangers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


DISCHARGE CERTIFICATES, ETC. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 9283) to 
amend section 224 of the Revised Statutes relating to the discharge 
certificates allowed in case of loss or destruction of the original dis- 
charge of non-commissioned officers and private soldiers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 


PETER D. BANKE. 

Mr. ERMENTROUT introduced a bill (H. R. 9284) for the relief of 
Peter D. Ranke, late captain of Company C, Fourteenth Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JEROME J. VAN NAME. 


Mr. FLEEGER introduced a bill (H. R. 9285) granting a pension to 
Jerome J. Van Name; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY BARNETT. 


Mr. HARMER introduced a bill (H. R. 9286) granting a pension to 
Mary Barnett; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PENSION DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. NEGLEY submitted the following resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Rules: 


The Union armies were disbanded twenty-one years ago, nevertheless there 
are now pending tens of thousands of meritorious pension claims which have 
been under examination the greater portion of this time. A considerable num- 
ber of these cases are accompanied by sufficient proofs to secure a favorable 
award from a competent jury in any court in Christendom. They will, in all 
probability, remain undetermined until the claimant appears before the supreme 
tribunal of justice, where there are no special pension detectives and boards of 
review. 

Every applicant for a pension, and every witness tothe hopeless despair of the 
disabled soldier, who, after years of fruitless effort to comply with the arbitrary 
and technical requirements of an ‘‘ examiner,” and who dies in poverty, is per- 
suaded that the entire system is defective, and that the rules and regulations of 
the Department are uncertain as to the interpretation of the letter and intent of 
the pension laws. 

The presentation of thirty-nine hundred and forty-eight pension bills during 
the present Congress, with a favorable action on seven hundred and thirty of 
these cases, is the most impressive and suggestive commentary upon the ad- 
ministration of the laws in the Pension Departn:ent: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That a special committee, consisting of five members of this 
House, be appointed and directed to make inquiry into the administration of 
the affairs of the Pension Depirtment; more particularly as to the method and 
practice of conducting the investigation of claims, the admission of evidence, 
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and the propriety of continuing the exeessive expenditure of money to carry 
on the present system, and report at as early a day as practicable the result of | 
said inquiry, with a as — therefrom. i 

That the committee be granted e right tose r persons and papers, to sit | 
in session during the sessions of the House or after its adjournment; emplo a 
stenographer, and to incur all © necessary ures wh 
may be deemed requisite for the purpose of such investigation; such expendi- 
tures to be paid out of the contingent funds of the House. 

SUSAN MAJOR. 

Mr. OSBORNE introduced a bill (H. R. 9287) granting a pension to 
Susan Major, mother of James A. Major, deceased, late a private in Com- 
pany C, Twenty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLOTTE CHURCH. 

Mr. BOYLE introduced a bill (H. R. 9288) granting a pension to 
Charlotte Church; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

DAVID ABBOTT. 

Mr. BOYLE also introduced a bill (H. R, 9289) granting a pension 
to David Abbott; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY BICHEY. 

Mr. BOYLE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9290) granting a pension 
to Mary Richey; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


TARIFF REVISION. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I ask to have read 
the resolutions I send to the desk. 

The Clerk proceeded to read, as follows: 

HEADQUARTERS FourTeextu Warp Union Repvusiicay CLus— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Crisp). The Chair will ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania what the paper is he sends to the desk. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsyivania. It _~ ora a a instruction di- 
recting the Representatives from Pennsylvania, myself especially 
how to vote upon tariff bills, that association believing that a high 


protective tariff is to the best interests of the workingmen of the coun- | 


try, and that the Morrison tariff bill is a bad bill to their 
Mr, WILLIS. I make the point of order that the gentleman from 
-ennsylvania does not need instructions. 

Mr. O’ NEILL, of Pennsylvania. I may not need instructions, but I 
desire the House to know the feeling of the people of Philadelphia on 
the subject. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
call. 


I 


ALLEN SPENCER. 

Mr. SMALLS introduced a bill (H. R. 9291) increasing the pension 
of Allen Spencer; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


FEES OF COMMISSIONERS UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. HEMPHILL (by request) introdneed a bill (H. R. 9292) to 
amend section 847 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, and ordered to be printed. 

WASHINGTON AND WESTERN MARYLAND RAILROAD. 

Mr. HEMPHILL (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9293) to 
incorporate the Washington and Western Maryland Railroad Company; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

LITTLETON 0. GOOCH. 

Mr. HOUK introduced a bill (H. R. 9294) for the relief of Littleton 
O. Gooch; which was read a firstand second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM BURK. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9295) granting a pension to 
William Burk; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS DUNCAN. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9296) for the relief 
Thomas Duncan; which was read a first and second time, referred 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM LEWIS. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9297) for the relief of Wil- 
iam Lewis; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


OBSTRUCTION OF INTERSTATE RAILROAD BUSINESS. 
Mr. HOUK also introdneed a bill (H. R. 9298) prohibiting the 
struetion of interstate railroad business; which was read a first 


second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. : 
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| R. Hackney; which was read a first and second time, referred { 





The paper is not in order under this | 





ELIZA M’INTYRE. 
Mr. HOUK also imtroduced a bill (H. R. 9299) for the relief of Eliza 
McIntyre; which was read a firstand second time, referred to the ¢ 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
B. R. HACKNEY. 
Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9300) for the relies 


of B. 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. — 
+ 
JOSEPH JONES. 
Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9301) granting a pension to 
Joseph Jones; which was read a first and second time, referred to ¢} 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS T. CRAWFORD. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9302) for the relief of Thomas 
T. Crawford; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

BENJAMIN TALLENT. 

Mr. HOUK also imiroduced a bill (H. R. 9303) for the relief of Bep- 
jamin Tallent; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM SLLVEY. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9304) for the relief of Will- 
iam Silvey; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


HENRY H. HAGGARD. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9305) for the relief of Henry 
H. Haggard; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT W. MILLS. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9306) granting a pension to 
Robert W. Mills; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ISAAC F. BURKETT. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9307) for the relief of Isaac 
F. Burkett, of Martin, Tenn.; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS, CATHARINE ODLAM. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9308) for the rglief of Mrs. 
Catharine Odlam; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN E. CRESSWELL. 

Mr. HOUK also introduced a bill (H. R. 9309) granting a pension to 
John E. Cresswell; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


EDWARD J. BUDDINGTON. 

Mr. PETTIBONE introduced a bill (H. R. 9310) to increase the pen- 
sion of Edward J. Buddington; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


1€ 


ALFRED F. BROWN. 

Mr. PETTIBONE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9311) for the relief 
of Alfred F. Brown; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

F. L. MORAT. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR introduced a bill (H. R. 9312) for the relief of 
F. L. Morat, of Shelby County, Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MRS. SARAH L. M’LEMORE. 

Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR also introduced a bill (H. R. 9313) for the te- 
lief of Mrs. Sarah L. Mclemore, administratrix of John E. McLemore, 
deceased; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH E. MILLER. 
Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR also introduced a bill (H. R. 9314) for the re- 


lief of Joseph E. Miller, administrator of U. H. Miller, deceased, of 
M Tenn. ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
SOUTHERN UTE INDIANS. 
Mr. SYMES Mr, ZACH. TAYLOR) introduced a bill (H. R. 9310 
authorizing Se ae of Southern te Indians from the State o! 
Colorado to the Territory of Utah; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed. 
COMMON SCHOOLS. —_ 
Mr. MILLER Mr. Txrrockmorton) introduced a bill (H. b. 
9316) to aid in ai tappere of common schools; which was read a first 
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and second time, referred to the Committee on Education, and ordered 
to be printed. 





HEIRS OF ALEXANDER M’COPPIN. 

Mr. CRAIN (by Mr. Savers) introduced a bill (H. It. 9317) for the 
relief of the heirs of Alexander McCoppin; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ASA A. GOODWIN. 

Mr. GROUT introduced a bill (H. R. 9318) granting a pension to Asa 
A, Goodwin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SALE OF ADULTERATED FOOD. 

Mr. BARBOUR (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9319) to prevent 
the sale of adulterated food in the District of Columbia and the Terri- 
tories of the United States; which was read a first and second time, 
referred tothe Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 


printed. : 
CLAIMS FOR DAMAGES IN DISTRICT. 

Mr. BARBOUR (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9320) to 
create a board of audit to adjust all claims for special damages to real 
estate by reason of public improvements in the District of Columbia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. ; 


ANACOSTIA AND POTOMAC RAILROAD. 
Mr. BARBOUR (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9321) to 


amend the act giving the approval and sanction of Congress to the route 
and termini of the Anacostia and Potomac River Railroad in the Dis- 


trict of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
LOUISA KEARNEY. 

Mr. BARSOUR (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9322) for 
the relief of Louisa Kearney; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE A. NOWLAND. 
Mr. BARBOUR also introduced a bill (H. R. 9323) for the relief of 
A. administrator of James B. Beaver; which was read 


George A. Nowland, 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


, SUBMARINE CABLES. 

Mr. DANIEL introduced a bill (H. R. 9324) to carry into effect the 
international convention of 14th of March, 1884, for the protection of 
sabmarine cables; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM A. WALTON. 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Vi introduced a bill (H. R. 9325) grant- 


i apension to William A. alton; which was read a first and second 
- ae to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
P 


GEORGE B. WARNER. 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9326) 


to remove the of desertion from the record of George B. Warner; 
which was read a and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. AMERICA T. SPROUSE. 


Mr, GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9327) 
= a to Mrs. America T. Sprouse; which was read a first 


time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


DANIEL WHITE. 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9328) 


quae pe to Daniel White; which was read a first and second 
time, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


JOHN M. WEAKS. 


Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9329) 
to increase the pension of John M. Weaks, of Company K, Tenth Regi- 
Cavalry; which was read a firstand second time, referred 

to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES EVANS. : 
Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9330) 
to remove the of desertion from James Evans, of Company F, 
Indiana Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred tothe Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT ON NEW RIVER, ETC. 

Mr. SNYDER introduced a resolution directing the Secretary of War 
to inquize inte the uniuse of alleged to have been done to pri- 


West 


by the improvement of such streams by the United 


and to report a plan or plans to prevent the con- 
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was referred to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 


on the New River and Kanawha River, in the State of | of 
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tinuance of the same, together with the probable cost thereof; which 





CHRISTINE PRIEBE. 
| Mr. GUENTHER introduced a bill (H. R. 9331) granting a pension 
to Christine Priebe; which was read a first and second time, referred 
| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
PETER MITCHELL. 
Mr. GUENTHER also introduced a bill (H. R. 9332) 


for the relief 
of Peter Mitchell; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ADIN CORNISH. 

Mr. GUENTHER also introd iced a bill (H. R. 9333) granting a pen- 
sion to Adin Cornish; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

STEPHEN DICKSON. 
_ Mr. PRICE introduced a bill (H. R. 9334) granting a pension to 
Stephen Dickson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
MOSES SHAFFER. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9335) granting a pension to 
Moses Shaffer; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY CARBINO. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. 9336) granting an increase 

of pension to Henry Carbino; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 





JOHN ADAMS. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill (H. R. 9337) to grant 
a pension to John Adams, late a private of Company C, Forty-eighth 
Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


JOSIAH F. ALLEN. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. 9338) to 
granta pension to Josiah F. Allen, late a private of.Company I, One 
hundred and twelfth New York Volunteers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


RIGHT OF WAY ACROSS FORT WHIPPLE RESERVATION. 

Mr. BEAN introduced a bill (H. R. 9339) granting the right of way 
to the Prescott and Arizona Railway Company across the Fort Whipple 
military reservation in Arizona; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ELLEN PAGE. 

Mr. GIFFORD introduced a bill (H. R. 9340) granting a pension to 
Ellen Page; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, PIERRE, DAK. 

Mr. GIFFORD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9341) for the establish- 
ment of an Indian industrial school at Pierre, Dak.; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SECTION 2288 REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. GIFFORD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9342) to amend section 
2288 of chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF MANUEL LUCERO. 

Mr. JOSEPH introduced a bill (H. R. 9343) for the relief of the 
heirs of Manuel Lucero, deceased; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Jos& A. MONTOYA. 

Mr. JOSEPH also introduced a bill (H. R. 9344) for the relief ot 
José A. Montoya; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered te be printed. 

RICARDO PINO. 

Mr. JOSEPH also introduced a bill (H. R. 9345) for the relief of 
Ricardo Pino; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

FEES OF UNITED STATES OFFICIALS IN UTAH. 

Mr. CAINE offered the following resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Expenditures in the Department of Justice: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to inform the Housc 
tatives of the amounts expended in behalf of the Territory of Utah, 
referred to in Senate Executive Document No. 97, Forty-ninth Congress, first 


session, for fees of marshals, of district attorneys, of assistant attorneys, of 
clerks of courts, and of United States commissioners, and expenses of peniten- 








5368 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JUNE 7, 





tiary, respectively; also the yearly amount received by the district attorney and 
his assistants severally colon the period covered by ex for 
services rendered in United States cases, the total cost of the Utah 

and the amounts, if any, that have been paid into the United States Treasury by 
marshals, attorneys, assistant attorneys, in excessof the compensation allowed 
by law. 


CLALLAM COUNTY, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. VOORHEES introduced a bill (H. R. 9346) to enable Clallam 
County, in Washington Territory, to avail itself of the benefits of sec- 
tion 2286 of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to pre- 
emptions for the establishment of seats of justice; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, and 
ordered to be printed. 

DAM ACROSS BUDD’S INLET, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. VOORHEES also introduced a bill (H. R. 9347) to authorize and 
aid in the construction of a dam across Budd’s Inlet, in Washington 
Territory; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES H. COWAN 

Mr. VOORHEES (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9348) to 
place James H. Cowan on the rolls of the Arkansas volunteers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

M. MILLSAPS. : 

Mr. VOORHEES (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. 9349) for 
the relief of M. Millsaps, late a private in Company C, First Regiment 
Arkansas Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

R. M. LEE, 

Mr. PEEL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 9350) for the relief 
of R. M. Lee; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

J. B. ASH. 

Mr. HEARD introduced a bill (H. R. 9351) for the relief of J. D. Ash; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH GREGORY. . 

Mr. HOWARD introduced a bill (H. R. 9352) for the relief of Eliza- 
beth Gregory; which was read a first’and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARGARET DODDS. 

Mr. HOWARD also introduced a bill (H. R. 9353) for the relief of 
Margaret Dodds; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. HENLEY introduced a bill (H. R. 9354) to restore pensions in 
certain cases; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE. 

Mr. OATES introduced a bill (H. R. 9355) to prevent the obstruc- 
tion of interstate commerce; which was read a first and second time, 
referred, by unanimous consent, to the Committee on the Revision of the 
Laws, and ordered to be printed. 

JACOB PINDLE. 7 

Mr. OATES (by request) also introduced a resolution to pay Jacob 
Pindle $30 per month during the sessions of the Forty-ninth Congress; 
which was referred to the Committee on Accounts. 


George P. Turner; which was read a first and 

the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be prin 
J. GEORGE RUCKSTUHL. 

Mr. WILLIS introduced a bill (H. R. 9357) to remove the 

desertion from the military record of J. a ee late lieu- 

tenant Ninety-seventh Illinois Volunteers; w was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


a 


CATHERINE BUSEY. 

Mr. WILLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9358) granting a pension 
to Catherine Busey; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SEBASTIAN GANZ. 

Mr. WILLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9359) granting a 
to Sebastian Ganz; which eaet 0 eS eee ie 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MAX VON EIK. 
Mr. WILLISalso introduced a bill (H. R. 9360) to ik, Company 6, 
a 


Ss 


of desertion from the mili of Max Von Eik, 
Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers; which was: 





and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, ang 
ordered to be printed. 


JAMES L, KELLY. 

Mr. WILLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9361) granting a pension 
to James L. Kelly; which was read a first and second time, referred ¢o 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY BUCKLEY. 

Mr. WILLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. 9362) granting a pension 
to Mary Buckley; which was read a first and second time, referred +, 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SARAH HARPER. 
Mr. BINGHAM introduced a bill (H. R. 9363) granting a pension to 
Harper; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
HANNAH B. RITCHIE. 

Mr. HEPBURN introduced a bill (H. R. 9364) granting a pension to 
Hannah B. Ritchie, of Allerton, Iowa; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to he 
printed. 

TENTS FOR SOLDIERS’ REUNION. 

Mr. HEPBURN also introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 181) au- 
thorizing and directing the Secretary of War to loan tents to the South- 
western Iowa and Northwestern Missouri Veteran Soldiers’ Association 
for reunion purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN ILLINOIs. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND introduced a bill (H. R. 9365) to amend section 
536 of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to the divis- 
ion of the State of Illinois into judicial districts, and to provide for 
holding terms of court of the southern district at Mount Vernon; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

MINNEAPOLIS INDUSTRIAL EXPOSITION. 

Mr. GILFILLAN introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 182) author- 
izing the several Executive Departments of the Government to loan to 
the Mi is Industrial Exposition certain articles forexhibit; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH WARD. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H: R. 9366) granting a 
pension to Elizabeth Ward; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

INSULATING SUBMARINE CABLES. 

Mr. LEHLBACH presented the, views of the minority on the bill (11. 
R. 4402) to provide for the extension of letters patent for the improve- 
ment in insulating submarine cables; which were ordered to be printed 
to accompany the majority report. 

JOHN COLTER. 

Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill (H. R. 9367) for the relief of John 
Colter; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

NICHOLAS EVANS. 

Mr. HOLMAN also introduced a bill (H. R. 9368) granting a pen- 
sion to Nicholas Evans; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

B. N. SAMPSON. 

Mr. McCREARY introduced a bill (H. R. 9369) granting a pension 
to B. N. Sampson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympsown, one of its clerks, re- 
nested the return to the Senate of the bill (S. 1204) for the relief o! 
the children of the late Surgeon Alfred M. Owen and to increase their 


The messagealso announced that theSenate had agreed to the ament- 
ments of the House to bills of the following titles: ae 

A biil (8. 206) to provide for the erection of a public building in the 
city of Ohio; and Br 
A bill (S. 763) for the erection ef a public building at Sioux City, 


Towa. ; 
farther announced that the Senate had passed with 


which the concurrence of the House was requeste*. 
titles: 


a to Daniel H. Ross; 
for the of Sarah M. Shearer; 
) a 


pension to Annie Bagley; 
gt gre ie ora 
granting a pension to Elizabeth ; 
granting a pension to 
Sconting & pension to P. Raiger; 


A 
F 
5 


bhbbhpr 
EEEZEEZE 
RRR Ree 
PPR PRP 
crane 








1886. 





A bill (H. R. —— for the relief of Edward M. Harrington; and 
A bill or R. 7156) to increase the pension of Antionette Birney, 
widow of Maj. Gen. David B. Birney. 
ae ~ further announced that the Senate had passed without 
bills of the following titles: 
bill nr R. ae) for the relief of Albertine Cockrum; 
A bill (H. R. 308) granting a pension to Mary Sullivan; 
A bill (H. R. 421 granting a pension to Jesse B. Scudder; 


A bill (H. R. 426) granting a pension to Elizabeth A. Robbins; 
A bill (H. R. 427) for the relief of Thomas J. Smithers; 

A bill (H. R. 464) granting a pension to Robert McA lexander; 
A bill (H. R. 504) granting a pension to Anna Kessinger; 

A bill (H. R. 576) for the relief of Louisa C. Beezeley; 

A bill (H. R. 918) granting a pension to Gilbert A. Philips; 

A bill (H. R. 1142) granting a pension to Lydia Hadlock; 

A bill (H. R. 1148) granting a pension to Mariah E. A. B. Nowell; 
A bill (H. R. 1177) granting a pension to William J. Barker; 

A bill tr R. 1201) for the relief of Mary Howard Farquhar; 

A bill (H. R. 1505) granting a pension to William Dermody; 

A bill (H. R. 1520) granting an increase of pension to Mary F. Blake; 
A bill (H. R. 1678) for the relief of Henry N. Huggins; 

A bill a R. 1766) granting a pension to Mary A. Shannon; 

A bill (H. R. 1768) granting a pension to James Wolfe; 

A bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pension to Ellen Corcoran; 

A bill (H. R. 1818) granting a pension to H. L. Kyler; 

A bill (H. R. 1943) granting a pension to James L. McClarran; 
A bill rT R. 1945) granting a pension to Jeremiah M. Fitger; 
A bill (H. R. eat granting a pension to Nancy R. Brown; 

A bill (H. R. 2144) granting a pension to C. K. Hughes; 

A bill (H. R. 2800) granting a pension to Mary Manes; 

A bill (H. R. 2040) granting a pension to John T. Pennington; 
A bill tr R. 2963) granting a pension to Louis Whorley; 

A bill (H. R. 2968) granting a pension to Harriet Peak; 

A bill (H. R. 2971) granting a pension to Francis Deming; 

A bill (H. R. 2975) granting a pension to Eliza A. Weeks; 

A bill (H. R. 2976) granting a pension to Lenford Rose; 

A bill Ot R. 3043) granting a pension to Lewis W. Seanland; 
A bill (H. R. 3047) granting a pension to Thomas Tegan; 

A bill (H. R. 3054) granting a pension to Sylvester Root; 

A bill (H. R. 3166) granting a pension to Solomon Messer; 


A bill (H. R. 3304) to restore the name of Abner Morehead to the 

ion-roll ; 

A bill (H.R. 3366) granting a pension to Henry Bollman; 

A bill (H. R, 3501) granting a pension to Daniel J. Bingman; 

A bill (H. R. 3601) to increasethe pension cf Louisa Weitzel, widow 
of Godfrey Weitzel, late a major-general of the United States volun- 
teers. 

A bill (H. R. 3614) granting a pension to Charlotte Buck: 

A bill (H. R. 3623) granting a pension to William H. Nevil; 

A bill (H. R. 3640) granting a pension to James T. Irwin; 

A bill (H. R. 3645) granting a pension to Sarah Brooks; 


A bill (H. R. 3737) granting a pension to John H. Downing; 
A bill Or R. 3831) granting a pension to Charles T. Reber; 
A bill (H. R. 3836) granting a pension to James Dunbar; 

A bill (H. R. 3860) granting’a pension to John H. Walters; 


A bill (H. R. 3954} granting a pension to Henrietta Fisher; 


A bill (H. R. 4023) granting a pension to Caroline Sturtz, widow of 


Jacob Sturtz, deceased, late of Company G, Twentieth Maryland Vol- 
unteers; 
A bill ( R. 4124) granting a pension to Charles F. Hildredth; 


A bill (H, R. 4143) for the relief of Margaret Madden; 

A bill (H. R. 4145) granting a pension to Maria Kile; 

A bill (H. R. 4163) granting a pension to Dr. William H. Shefiield; 
A bill (H. R. 4199) tase) be the @ pension to William B. Jacobs; 

A bill tT R. 4226) for the relief of Samuel Kitzmiller; 

A bill (H. R. 4382) to inerease the pension of John F. Chase; 
_ A bill (H. R. 4386) granting an increase of pension to William F. 
ark; 

A bill i R. 4426) granting a pension to Fannie E. Kvans; 

A bill (H. R. 4501 ting a pension to Daniel B. Randall; 

rt oo the relief of Susan Smith; 

4632) granting a pension to William L. McCall; 

A bill (H. R. 4642) granting a pension to James Carroll; 

A bill R. 4644) granting a pension to Noah B. Brookshire; 

A bill (H. R. 4689) for the relief of the children of the late Surgeon 

Alfred M. Owen, and to increase their pensions; 

A bill (H. R. 4730) for the relief of Mary Murphy; 

A bill (H. R. amoeh granting a pension to Robert H. Stapleton; 

A bill (H. R. 4808 ting a pension to William Field; 

iv HI 4850) for the rele of William J Hudson. 

4882) & pension to ington T. Otey; 

A bill R. 5021) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret A. Jacoby; 
A bill (H. R. 5058) granting a pension to John ae a 

A bill (H. R. 5100) granting a pension to Eleanor 

A bill (H. R. 5169 Se cugmaae sation ef Theme t Slayton; 
A bill (H. R. 5174) granting a pension to Mrs. M. A. Lewis; 
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1. B. 
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R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
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of Company F, 
Maryland Volunteers; 


A bill (HI. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 


A bill (F 


A bill (H. 
A bill ( 


A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 


R. 
R. 
R. 
{. R. 
A bill (H. 
pension-roll ; 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
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R. 
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A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 


R. 
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R. 
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. 5635) granting a pension to William J. 
t. 5643) 
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. 5232) for the relief of Mary Hawhe; 
. 5261) granting a pension to Isaac Fossett; 


5283) granting a pension to Larkin G. Mead; 

. 5306) granting a pension to Rexana V. Rowley; 
‘ 5307) granting a pension to Lieut. Joseph Prost; 
5324) granting a pension to John H. Hunter; 

. 5333) granting a pension to Edward L. Hill; 


. 5334) granting a pension to Henry Anin; 

. 5351) granting a pension to Mrs. Clarissa Taft; 
. 5394) granting a pension to S 
. 5408) granting 
. 5411) granting 
. 5414) granting 
. 5434) granting 
. 5435) granting a pension to David L. 
. 5438) for the relief of Elias Sheads; 
. 5472) to increase the pension of Henry Brooks; 
. 5492) granting a pension to Eliza Newman; 


ally Ann Bradley; 

a pension to Josiah Focht; 

a pension to John Butler; 

a pension to Maria Cunningham; 

a pension to Amos C. Wertz; 
McDermott; 


5525) granting an increase of pension to Robert E. 


. 5603) granting a pension to Mrs. Catherine McCarty; 
. 562% 


2) granting a pension to Allen P. Jacobs; 


Heady; 
granting an increase of pension to Charles F. 


. 5645) granting a pension to Rebecca Allen; 
. 5656) granting a pension to Margaret S. Davis; 
. 5761) granting a pension to Margaret J. Reighter; 


5881) for the relief of Henry 8. Cohn; 

5882) granting a pension to Sarah Ann Murphy; 
5931) granting a pension to Erdmuthe Kirchner; 
5951) granting a pension to John M. Mattingly; 
5975) to increase the pension of Michael McGrayel; 


. 6020) granting a pension to Levi M. Starne; 


6088) granting an increase of pension to Nelson Monroe; 


. 6117) granting a pension to James D. Cotton; 

. 6120) for the relief of Richard Horrigan; 

. 6135) granting a pension to James W. Sanford; 
. 6147) granting a pension to Frederick Marion; 

. 6150) for the relief of Euphemia R. Smith; 

. 6170) granting a pension to Mary A. Van Etten; 
. 6176) granting a 
. 6183) for the relief of Bridget M. Cullen; 

. 6193) granting a pension to Charles Foreman; 

. 6237) for the relief of Samuel Shuler; 

. 6247) granting a pension to Mayberry Vance; 

. 6248) granting a pension to Louis A. Wollenweber; 

. 6250) to increase the pension of Thomas A. Rowley; 
R. 
. 6266) granting 
R. 
- R 
A bill (H. 


pension. to Margaret Mayham; 


6257) for the relief of Julia Connelly; 

# pension to Philip Arner; 

6323) granting a pension to Rebecca Reese McKee; 
6372 to pension Charles A. Chase; 

6430) granting a pension to Lucy G. Dutcher; 

6452) granting a pension to Samantha A. Smith; 
6453) granting a pension to Martin J. Reynolds; 
6519) granting a pension to John D. Krehbiel; 

6566) granting a pension to Henry J. Cartin; 

6639) granting a pension to Catherine Kennedy; 
6668) granting a pension to Lurena Wages; 

6670) granting a pension to Susan Malone; 

6718) granting a pension to William H. Starr; 

6721) granting a pension to John H. Westerhouse, late 
First Regiment Potomac Home Brigade (Thirteenth) 


6753) granting a pension to Mrs. Alice FE. Travers; 
6770) granting a pension to Ferdinand Koehler; 

6774) granting a pension to Bruno Schultz; 

6795) for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Casteel; 

6797) to place the name of Samuel W. Bowling on the 


6801) granting a pension to Elander M. Mooneyhan; 
6812) granting a pension to Margaret Lucas; 
6895) granting a pension to Sarah Harbaugh; 
6919) granting a pension to Sarah Ann Williams; 
7066) for the relief of Andrew G. Helberg; 

7073) granting a pension to Mary 8S. Woodson; 
7074) granting a pension to William P. Carleton; 
7075) granting a pension to Orson W. Sears; 
7108) granting a pension to Andrew J. Wilson; 
7109) granting a pension to Joseph Tuttle: 

7162) granting a pension to Martha Mcliwain; 
7222) granting a pension to Callie West; 

7249) to pension Spencer W. Tryon; 

7253) for the relief of Joseph Guy; 

7257) granting a pension to James H. Darling; 
7299) tor the relief of Green Chambers; 
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A bill (H. R. 
A bill (H.R. 
A bill (HL 
A bill (HL. R. 
A bill (HL R. 
A bill (H. RB. 7 
A bill (H. R. 
A bill (H. R. 


A bill (H. R. 
( 


R. 


an; 


R. 
R. 
R. 


A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (H. 
A bill (BH. R. 
A bill (HL. R. 
A bill (HL. R. 


7703 
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7329) granting a pension to Patrick McKean; 

7365) for the relief of Nancy Franklin; 

7401) granting a pension to Samuel Miller; 

7407) granting a pension to Cyrus Dubbs; 

7436) to grant a pension to Mary Anderson; 

7437) to increase the pension of Levi L. Tongue; 
7509) granting a pension to Cecilia C. McKenna; 
7511) granting a pension to Margaret Lucy 

7614) granting an increase of pension to Hexokiah Till- 


7641) granting a pension to Sophronia Witham; 
7660) granting a pension to James Stobaugh; 
7688) granting a pension to Wilhelm Nolte; 
granting a pension to Anna A. Probert; 
granting a pension to Edwin R. Parks; 
7914) to increase the pension of David M. Rennoe; 


A bill od R. 7931) increasing the pension of Clark Boon; 
A bill (H. R. 7979) granting a pension to Jackson Steward; 
A bill (H. R. 7965) for the relief of Frances Mosher; 


A bill (HL. R. 
A bill (H. R. 
A bill (H. R. 


8086 
8111 


8078) for the relief of Lydia 8S. Johnson; 
granting a pension to Cummins Porter; and 
ting a pension to Rebecca Roberts. 


‘The message further announced that the Senate had passed bills of 
the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was re- 


1ested: 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 





aldson; 
A bill (S. 
A bill is. 
A bill (8. 
A hill (8. 
don; 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8S 
A bill (8 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
Mich. ; 
A bill (S 


A bill tS 
A bill (S. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (S. 
A bill 
A bill (8. 
A bill 
A bill (8. 
A bill (S. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
4. bill tf 





A bill 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. ‘ 


(s. 
A bill (S. 
A bill (S. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (S. 
A bill (S. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


158) granting a pension to Mary A. Mykins; 
1459) granting an increase of pension ree Walter A. Don- 


1614) granting a pension to Sarah C. Wright; 


1932 
2029) granting an increase of pension to 


sean} 


3. 2181 


S. 2330 


2427) 


granting a pension to Mrs. M. A 


granting a pension to Anna W: 


S. 2325) to grant a pension to Nancy Mason; 


granting a 
for the relief of Anthon 
granting a pension to William 


a vension to 


to 


granting a pension to Alexander Trimble; 


Barnes 
vira Bliss Shel- 


2061) granting a pension to Johanna Sofia Enlind; 

. ua} granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret 
granting a pension to Rhoda Williams; 

2196) granting a pension to Delilah Vandeventer; 

2203) granting a pension to Mrs. Emily M. Swift, of Dexter, 


. 2210 
A bill (8. 2258 


Dunlap; 


to increase the pension of Famer Gott; 
2286) for the relief of Albert C. Kelley 


paninng upeniantn amin D. Whitted; 
granting a pension to Edward R. Shubrick; 
granting Marcel 


2391) granting a pension to John G. Warren; 
8. 2393) eS Se ens 


for the relief of the legal Seaeauaiioe of Eliza M. 


2452) granting a pension to Rachel Ann Pierpont; 
S. 2453) granting a pension to George W. Peavey; 
2454) granting a pension to James 8. Furniss; 
2459) granting a pension 

2460) granting a pension to Stephen D. Mead; 
2463) granting a pension to H. D. Hobbs; 


2478) granting a pension to John Wines; 
2479) granting a pension to Mrs. Adaline P. Loy; 


Eliza Wilkins; 


2502) granting a pension to Louise Paul; and 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


2570) granting a pension to Horace W. Brownell. 


I move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 


mittee of the Whole House on the state of the ee for the consider- 


ation of general 


bills, the object 


action on the legislative, &c., appropriation bill 
the current fiscal year. 
Mr. COBB. 

I 


I hope the gentJeman will allow me to call 
2. 7887) to repeal all eng tearm eee vs aero 
timber-culture, the 


lands, the laws allowing entries for 
ing the sale of desert lands, and for other 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
the floor on a motion to 


the rules. 


Mr. COBB. I think I will be. 


Mr. HISCOCK. 


to secure prompt 
the expiration 
eapee (H. 
public 
laws authoriz- 


purposes. 
I can not yield unless the gentleman is entitled to 


T hope the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] 


JUNE 7 
; 

| wi consent to let us have the regular order to-day. ' 

| often we have aday. It seems we ought to have the regular ore: — 

Mr. HOLMAN. I insist on my motion. We have barely tim 
get the bill through before the expiration of the present fiscal \.., 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 59, noes 81. 

Mr. HOLMAN. In order that the responsibility shall not res; 
Committee on Appropriations I demand the yeas and nays. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 40. 

The SPEAKER. More than one-fifth of the last vote. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Coint the other side. 

The other side were counted; and there were—noes 86. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered, more than one-tifth of tho« 
present voting in favor thereof. 

The question recurred on Mr. HOLMAN’S motion that the House 1: 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of t} 
Union to continue the consideration of the legislative, \c., appropria 
tion bill. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the negatiye—vyeas 73. 
nays 150, not voting 100; as follows: 


It is not ve; 


YEAS—73. 
Allen, J. M. Dawson, Mahoney, Spring< 
Anderson, C. M. Dockery, Martin, Steele, 
Ballentine, Dunn, McComas, Stone, W.J.. Ky. 
Beach, Eldredge, MeMillin, Swope, ' 
Blanchard, Ellsberry, McRae, Taulbex 
Bland, Fisher, Morgan, Tillman, 
Bliss, Ferd, Morrison, Townsl 
Blount, Forney Oates, Trigg, 
Breckinridge, C. R. Glass, O'Neill, J.J. Turner 
Breckinridge, WCP Green, W.J. Peel, Ward, J.H 
Cabell, Hammond, Perry, Ward, T.B 
Caldwell, Hemphill, Randall, Willis 
Campbell, Felix Henderson,D.B. Riggs, Winans 
Campbell, J. E. Henley, Ryan, Wolford 
Cannon, Herbert, Sadler, Woodburn, 
Carleton, Holman, Seney, Worthington. 
Cowles, Jones, J.T Seymour, 
Cox, Le Fevre, Skinner, - 
Dargan, Long, Smalls, 

NAYS—L». 
Adams, G. E, Faller, Lindsley, Robertson, 
Allen, C. H. Gatimare, Little Rockwell 
Anderson,J.A. Geddes, Louttit, Romeis. 

es, Gibson, C. H. Lovering, Rowell, 
Bayne, Gibson, Eustace Lowry, Sayers, 

‘ont, Gilfillan, a. Sawyer, 
Bennett, Glover, atson, Scranton 
Bingham, Grout, McCreary, Sessions, 
Bound, Guenther, McKenna, Snyder, 
Boutelle, Hale, McKinley, Sowden, 
Boyle, Halsell, Merriman, Spooner, 
Brady, Harris, Milliken, Strait. 
Browne, T. M. Hatch, Mills, Struble, 
Brown, 0.8. Hayden, Moffatt, Symes, 
Brown, W. W. Haynes, Morrill, Taraney, 
Buck, Heard, Neal, Taylor, 1.H 
Burnes, Henderson, T. J Neece, Taylor, Zach. 
Burrows, Hermann, Negley. Thomas, J. h. 
Campbell, J. M. Hill, a, ‘Thomas, 0. B 

r, Hiscock, O'Donnell, - Thompson, 
Caswell, Hitt, O'Hara, Throckmorton, 
Catchings, 4>lmes, e, Van Eaton, 
Clardy, Houk, Outhwaite, Van Schaick 
Cobb, Owen, Wade, 
Collins, Hutton, " Wadsworth, 
Compton, Irion, Payne, Wait. 

r, James, Payson, Wallace 
Crisp, Johnson, F. A. Warner, William 

Johnston, J.T. Peters, Weaver, A. J. 
Daniel, Johnston, T. D. Pettibone, Weaver, J.B. 
Dibble, Jones, J. H. Phelps, Weber, 
Dingley, . Plamb, Wellborn 
Dorsey, Ketcham, Price, West, 
Ely, Kleiner, Ranney, Wheeler, 
Ermentrout, » ‘ White, A.C. 
E La Folletie, T.B. Whiting. 
Findlay ‘ Reid, J. W. 
Foran Lanham, Rice, 
NOT VOTING—10. 

A J.J. Davidson, A.C. Hopkins, Richardson 
Aiken, Davidson, R. H.M. = Rogers 
Aticinso a 7 Shaw 

n, . “ w, 
Baker, Dowdney, Laird, Singleto: 

r, Dunham, Lawler, Sprige®, 
— Evans, Libbey, | Seephenson 

7 ensor, 

. Farquhar, Lore, Stewart, Charles 
Brumm, Felton, Markham, Stewart, J. W. 
—_" Frederick Mekdoo’ Stone, E. 
Bunnell, i . a E.F 
Burleigh, Funston, Millard, Stone, W.J., Mo. 
Butterworth, oy Miller, Storm, 
Campbolyr.J. Green, RS, Morrow, Talyor, Ei 

x “ yor, 

Clements, Grosvenor, Muller, zereer, J.M. 
Cole, Murphy, Tuck: r, 
Comstock, Hanbeck, Norwood, Viele, 
a Harmer, z ai dicentan ee P 

Henderson, J.8. O'Neill, arner, 
Croxton, Hepburn, Pidcock, White, Milo 
Curtin, Hewitt, Pindar, —. 
Davenport, Hires, Reese. . Wise. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


7. 











1886. 


Mr. MILLS. 


js room. 
— ERMENTROUT. I ask to dispense with the reading of the 

Mr. MORRISON. I object. 

The Clerk then recapitulated the names of those voting. 

The following pairs were announced until further notice: 
Mr. Procock with Mr. FLEEGER. 

Mr. CLEMENTS with Mr. BUNNELL. 

Mr. Stowe, of Mi i, with Mr. Prince. 

Mr. WILKINS with Mr. Stone, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. HEARD with Mr. HANBACK. 

Mr. Kuse with Mr. Wutre, of Minnesota. 

Mr. Anwot with Mr. Davis. . 

Mr. O’PERBRALL with Mr. Evans. 

Mr, HALL with Mr. CurcHron. 

Mr. StewARt, of Texas, with Mr. Cooper. 

Mr. Brace with Mr. NEGLEY. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio, with Mr. GRosvENor. 

Mr. CoLE with Mr. THOMAS, of Illinois. 

Mr. VieLE with Mr. Howarp. 

Mr. HARMER with Mr. Lore. 

Mr. MILLARD with Mr. SPrRiccs. 

Mr. STEWART, of Vermont, with Mr. Tucker. 

Mr. Croxton with Mr. Dorsey. 

Mr. FrEpERICcK with Mr. DUNHAM. 

Mr. Jones, of Alabama, with Mr. BURLEIGH. 

Mr. Roegzers with Mr. Ezra B. TAYLOR. 

Mr. EpEN with Mr. MARKHAM, until June 7. 

Mr. CurtIN with Mr. ATKINSON, for Monday and Tuesday. 

Mr. Wise with Mr. DAVENPORT, until Wednesday next. 

Mr. Hewitt with Mr. Gorr, until Wednesday next. 

Mr. MayBuRY with Mr. Jackson, for this day. 

Mr. WitSon with Mr. ©’ NeErt, of Pennsylvania, for to-day. 

Mr. Mutter with Mr. Vin ScHAICcK, for this day. 

Mr. DAvipsoNn, of Florida, with Mr. FARQUHAR, for to-day. 

Mr. RICHARDSON with Mr. Lipsey, for this day. 

Mr. LAWLER with Mr. Norwoop, for this day. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina, with Mr. WAKEFIELD, for this 
day. 

Mr. HEARD. Iam announced as being paired with the gentleman 
from Kansas, Mr. HANBACK. That pair relates to political questions; 
but not ing this as a question of that character, I have voted. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

RETURN OF A BILL TO THE SENATE. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause a communication from the 





My colleague, Mr. Stew AR?, is still sick and confined 


Senate to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Is THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, June 5, 1886. 

Ordered, That the be directed t uest the Ei f Representa- 
tives to return to the Senate bill (#1. R. 1204)" for the Telief of the children of 
the late Surgeon Albert M. Owen, and to increase their pension. 

The bill was ordered to be returned to the Senate. 

REPEAL OF PRE-EMPTION LAWs. “ 
Mr. COBB. Mr. 5 , [move tosuspend the rules, take from the 


peaker, 
House Calendar, and pass the bill (H. R. 7887) to repeal all laws provid- 
nome Saaeeenpenet the public lands, the laws allowing entries 
timber-culture, 


the laws authorizing the sale of desert lands, and 
for other ; 


That chapter 4 of title 32, encepting mations 2275, 2276, 2233, 
2236, and and section 2299 of the Revised Statutesof the United States, and all 
other laws ee of the public lands of the United States, are 

ow al haa saeten 


shall not affect any valid 
laws, but all bona fide claims 


has from cause, except by 
aes @ tenet of land heretofore 
make a second homestead en- 


an act entitled ‘An act to en- 
June 14, 1878, 

hat this re shall 
wes, but 
be per- 
manner, upon t same 
, forfeitures, and con- 


amended so as to read as 
construed as to prevent any 


2239 from paying the 
the ex- 


to be 
to the application for the 
elites ke eectaed eel eanien 
patents.” 
sale of desert lands in 
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rtain States and Territories,” approved March 3, 1877, is hereby repealed 
rovided, however, That this repeal shall not affect any valid rights heretofore 
accrued or accruing under said laws, but all bone fide claims lawfully initiated 
before the passage of this act may be perfected, upon due compliance with law 
in the same manner, upon the same terms and conditions, and subject to the 
same limitation, forfeitures, and contests as if this act had not been passed. 
YSrc. 5. That hereafter no public lands of the United States, heretofore offered 
at public sale, including abandoned military or other reservations, and exeept 
isolated and disconnected fractional tracts authorized to be sold by section 2455 


| of the Revised Statutes, and mineral and other lands the sale of which at public 
| auction has been authorized by acts of Congress of a special nature having local 


application, shall be sold at public sale or be subjeet to private entry. in 

Sec. 6. That section 2288 of the Revised Statutes be 
follows: 

“ Sec, 2288. Any person who has ttled on the public lands, either by 
pre-emption or by virtue of the homestead law, or any amendments thereto, and 
any person who shall hereafier scitle on the public lands by virtue of the home- 
stead law, or any amendments thereto, shall have the right to transfer, by war- 
ranty against his own acts, any portion of his pre-emption or homestead for 
chureh, cemetery, or school purposes, or for the right of way of railroads 
canals, or ditches for irrigation or drainage across suc': pre-emption or home 
stead ; and the transfer for such public purposesshall in no way vitiate the right 
to complete and perfect the title to their pre-emptions or homesteads.” 

Mr. PERKINS, Mr. HENLEY, and others demanded a second. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Perkins and Mr. Coss as tellers 

The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 109, noes 48. 

So (no further count being demanded) a second was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule fifteen minutes on each side ar 
allowed for debate. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from In 
diana [Mr. Copp] in support of the motion and the gentleman from 
Kansas [Mr. PERKINS] to control the time in opposition. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Speaker, this bill is substantially the bill that passed 
the House during the last Congress. I regard it as by far the most im- 
portant bill, with reference to our public-land system, that has been 
pending in any Congress during the last ten years t provides virtu- 
ally for the repeal of the pre-emption, timbey-cultare, and desert-land 
laws. It amends the homestead law to the extent of requiring that the 
homesteader shall make his proof before he receives his patent, six 
months before the patent shall issue. As now he may do so at once 
and get his patent when the proof is filed. 

Under our present laws with regard to pre-emption, timber-culture 
and desert-lands, in view of the passage of this bill, within the last 
two months the increase of filings under these laws has been enormous. 
| have a statement in my hand from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office showing the increase of entries at the land office at Denver, 


amended so as to read as 


1 ] 
lready se 











Colo., which I incorporate in my remarks, which is a sample of what 
is being done at the other land offices in the West. 
Comparative statement of pre-emption and timber-culiure applications and 
cash entries in the Denver land office. 
PRE-EMPTION APPLICATIONS. 
Iss. [ssi 
No Ne 
120 
Laz 173 
145 7 
116 s) 
May il t10 
! 7 ——- 
| 679 1,632 
TIMBER-CULTURE ENTRIES. 
Sins os eet eit etriatinnadieamiennensnenemmneninnadiamentntakamemagieeinanent’ 57 mi 
BE iicvcinesidess spancilncmecs clsestnvedsdussccnnubabbabiguesdourehscoreuestedthetes sites 79 Ls 
OIE occccscorcenmnsnce tasvasensene coocsesmnassaneasnbtsocsenbesoceneocecestssarcoscceass coves as) 288 
IT daicnaneychtninriiiiesaiitmntmndvetintaden tinininnibniabigrdinscqmapenmanaeraes 77 i16 
May .... 126 30 
CASH ENTRIES. 
5 ; 
February 23 
13 ; 
J 39 7 
4 73 
| 194 oA 





*From Ist to 19th. 


But I desire to call attention of members of the House to some items 
in this statement, before they vote, showing the increase in the filings 
of applications in contemplation of the passage of this bill, comparing 
the five months of 1885 with the same period of 1886. The figuresare 
given as follows: In January, 1885, it was 120; in 1586, 118, or 2 less. 
In February, 1885, 157; February, 1886, 173. In March, when they 
ascertained the fact that the probability was the bill would pass, the 
entries in 1885 were 145, while in March, 1886, under the apprehen- 
sion which I have alluded to, they increased to 379. In April, 1885, 
there were 116, while in April, 1886, they jumped to 552. From the 
1st of May to the 19th of May, 1886, 410 were filed, while in May, 
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1885, but 141 were presented. I refer now to the filings under the pre- 
emption law. This shows therefore an enormous increase under that 
system. 

Now let us look at the timber-culture act. In January, 1885, there 
were 57 filings; in 1886, thesame month, 106. In February, 1885, 79, 
and in February, 1886, 135; in March, when they began to start, there 
were 95 in the year 1885, and there were 288 in the same month for 
1886. In April, 1885, there were 77, and the same month of the next 
year they roseto 416. In May, 1885, there were 126, and from the Ist of 
May to the 19th of May, 1886, there were 301, which will carry it up 
near 700 in that month. 

Mr. HOLMAN. At one land office ? 

Mr. COBB. At one land office. And with reference to nearly all of 
them, as I am informed, the increase is wonderful. The public lands 
are being taken up by speculators and not by homesteaders, the men 
who go on the public lands to make homes for themselves and their 
families. 

The evidence before the Interior Department is that these men that 
file these entries are doing it for speculative purposes under all of these 
three laws; and we believe it is necessary in order to preserve the pub- 
lic domain for future actual settlers that these laws should be repealed 
and thereby stop these frauds. 

I know it will be insisted that the desert-land taw ought not to be 
repealed; that, if changed at all, it ought to be amended merely. It 
is admitted by all, I believe, that that law is unfortunate in its pro- 
visions, and gives to speculators and those who go upon our public lands 
to plunder them the right to do soat their will. But they say that the 
desert lands are such that unless they can be held in greater quantities 
than 160 acres, as provided for by the homestead laws, entries will not 
be made, because a man can not live on that quantity of desert land. 
That may be true, but yonr Committee on Public Lands believed that 
the best thing to do to preserve our public lands was to repeal these 
laws, and to take our chances of passing others which will hold the 
public lands for actual settlers. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Copp] has oc- 
cupied five minutes of his time. 

Mr. COBB. I reserve the balance of my time after yielding five 
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Payson]. 

Mr. NEGLEY. Will the gentieman from Indiana [Mr. Cons] be- 
fore he yields the floor answer a question ? 

Mr. COBB. I can not in the time I have. 

Mr. PAYSON. I reserve my time until the other side is heard. 

Mr. PERKINS. I yield three minutes to the gentlemen from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. HENLEY]. 

Mr. HENLEY. I shall confine myself, Mr. Speaker, simply to a pro- 
test against the provisions of section 4 of this bill. I have some mis- 
givings about the wisdom ofa total repeal of the pre-emptionlaw. From 
various sources, not from speculators, but from people in my State, I 
have had many protests against entire abrogation of thatlaw. Amend- 
ments to prevent fraud are what isneeded. I have no doubt that frauds 
have been practiced under the operation of that law, and I join in what 
the gentleman from Indiana has said in regardtothem. But as tothe 
repeal of the law out and out, its total obliteration, without reserva- 
tion, I have some very serious doubts as to the wisdom of that policy. 

I know this country has progressed in a most wonderful degree, chal- 
lenging the admiration of the world, under the present land system; 
but I on the whole shall have to support this bill and am in favor of the 
pre-emption law. 

The fourth section provides for the repeal of the desert-land law, which 
is in operation in California, Oregon, Wyoming, and other outlying re- 
fions in the western portion of this continent. The Committee on the 
Public Lands has now on the Calendar a bill providing for the amend- 
ment of the desert-land law, for the repeal of which this section pro- 
vides; and I think the situation is somewhat anomalous. In my judg- 
ment the more logical and sensible way to do would be to amend this 
bill, striking out the section repealing the desert-land act, and then pass 
the bill now on the Calendar under a favorable report amending the 
latter act. 

I simply rise for the purpose of placing upon record my protest 
against the repeal of the present desert-land law. I know it ought to be 
amended, but it ought not to be repealed without something being sub- 
stituted in its place. I should like to have time to explain what are 
the provisions of the bill now on the Calendar, with a favorable report 
from the Public Lands Committee, amending the desert-land law. 
‘The question of irrigation of desert lands is one which now convulses 
the State of California from center to circumference, and in its pres- 
ence every other question is dwarfed and belittled. It is of - 
ent importance to our State to pass the law I have spoken of. I am 
opposed to the unconditional repeal of the law. As itis, its operation 
has been subject to frauds and abuses; but my effort before the Public 


Lands Committee was to have it amended, not repealed outright. ..- : 


to the bill itself, I shall be constrained with some reluctance, owing . - 


test, and | give notice that at as early a day as possi 


: press 
a vote my bill amending the desert-land act. 


section 4, to support it; but I do so, for the reasons under pre- . 
ble T shall | 


Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. In the form in which this bill is bro, 
up it can not be amended in any way. 

Mr. HENLEY. I know that. 

Mr. PERKINS. 
[Mr. ANDERSON]. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. There are provisions of this bil] w}, h 
I can support and others which I can not. It is alleged frauds are com. 
mitted under theseland laws. Thatistrue. I am not only opposed to 
those frauds, but I am in favor of so amending these laws as to prevent 
them. It would have been as easy for the committee to have proposed 
remedial legislation as to have proposed this absolute and perem ptory 
repeal. What would be the effect of it? That no one can obtain Jang 
except by homesteading; and the day this bill becomes a law every acre 
of land held by railroads will bedoubled in price. That is the first effect 
of the bill towhichIcallattention. Therailroad companies alone would 
have public lands to put in the market. They would be the only mer. 
chants in the market, and you must buy from them or not at all. 

The second objection I have is that from the very nature of things ip 
the far West men can not homestead large areas of land. Where |and 
can be used only for cattle purposes you can not homestead 160) acres. 
or rather you will not, for the reason that one can not support himself 
by raising cattle on 160 acres. So that this legislation simply puts a 
bar against all settlement of those lands by the people along about the 
Colorado line. 

As I have said, I would be in favor of amending these several laws so 
as absolutely to prevent fraud; but I will not vote for this bill without 
a possibility of offering amendments, seeing its effects as I do. There 
are many reasons which could be given against it, and which in the 
limited time that I have I shall not enter upon now. I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. PERKINS. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Minnesota [Mr. NELSoN]. ‘ 

Mr. NELSON addressed the committee. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, if it is permissible under the ‘rules, 
I would like to reserve my time until five minutes more of the time 
in support of the bill is consumed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman can do so. 

Mr. COBB. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from I) linois 
[Mr. Payson]. 

Mr. PAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I am aware that it is not unusual for 
gentlemen having bills in charge when presenting them for considera- 
tion here to emphasize their importance; but I hazard nothing in say- 
ing, Mr. Speaker, that there has been no bill presented to the House 
for its action at this session of greater moment than the one now being 
considered. 

For several years 


ght 


I yield four minutes to the gentleman from Kansas 


t the necessity for reform in our public-land sys- 


tem has been pai y apparent to every one who has had occasion to 
examine existing conditions and notice the administration of the laws 
as they stand, and to study the effect of present action upon the future 
condition of the country. 


It is a matter of common remark, in a general way all are cognizant 
of the fact, that the vast empire of our public domain is being rapidly 
diminished. An area of public lands which was a few years only ago 
regarded as ically inexhaustible, which could and would afford 
comfortable, cheap homes for the adventurous pioneer, on soil of great 
fertility, has been so reduced by prodigal donations and grants for dif- 
ferent purposes—mainly educational and for transportation—and by 
lax administration of imperfect laws and fraudulent evasions of their 

visions, which rendered ble the acquisition of great areas of 
ome by individuals in fraud of the spirit as well as the letter of these 
enactments; this area, I say, sir, has been so greatly reduced and di- 
minished that it is a serious question to-day to the honest toiler in the 
more thickly settled of the Union, desiring to take advantage 
of the homestead law, where he shall find an available tract of fertile 

This i lived to see this vast amount of Jand substantially 
Guede eae the existing laws be allowed to remain on the 
statute-book, I am confident that there are those now taking part in 
the action on the bill who will see every acre of arable land belong- 
ing to the nation disposed of, as well as that which by irrigation may 
be made productive. . 

Mr. —— I believe that if there is any sentiment prevailing 
among of this Union about which there is almost absolute 


unanimit which embraces every opportunity to give to itselt ex- 
pression, 1¢ ia that » shall be put to these methods of disposition 
of the public that the residue now controlled by Congress 


lands, 

shall be held for the benefit of Americans alone, who shall be actual 
settlers in homesteads only in small allotments not exceeding 160) acres, 
and which shall be given them without cost, except the usual smal! fecs 
to the local land ' 

This same public sentiment also demands that the great areas 0! 
dsatls offered as bounties by the Government to railroad and wagon- 
sad corporations, and which haye been by the Interior Departmen! 
withdrawn from the operation of the land laws of the United 
States, so that settlement upon them was impossible by the «itizer: 
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although unearned—that these lands, to which the corporations inter- 
ested were not entitled by the terms of the laws making the grants, or at 
Jeast by an equivalent equity, should be restored to the public domain 
for the benefit of actual settlers only, as I have before stated. 

To that end, sir, have the labors of the Committee on the Public 
Lands been directed, especially during this and the last Congress. 
These labors have resulted in the preseatation to the House of the va- 
rious forfeiture bills which have passed, those now on the Calendar, as 
well as the bill now being considered, the object of these bills being to 

all such measures as on a eeeowrene as render possible 
improper acquisition of great of the public lands by individ- 
— sauleam: and to reclaim and preserve all public lands for 


the purposes stated. f ; 

These laws, which the committee think should be repealed, are the 
preemption, the timber-culture, and the desert-land acts. These the 
committee insist should be wiped. from the statutes, and in 
that way the door be shut against the continuance of the frauds to 
which somewhat in detail I shall presently call the attention of the 
House and, I hope, the country. 

] knew there are many gentlemen about me, possibly a large propor- 

the House, who have a very vague idea of the details of our 
public-land system, and hence of the necessity of this action. The lo- 
iti they come are not affected by the existing laws; 
por have they had occasion to examine the matter in connection with 
the performance of these public duties. 
oned if I take a few minutes in giving such an 
islation as will make the present situation intelligi- 


days the ice of disposing of the public lands was 
this: When they should be surveyed they were, by proclamation of the 
President, offered for sale, at public auction, to the highest bidder for 
cash, @ um price of $1.25 per acre being demanded. 

Practically, at such sales very little land was sold, and that remain- 
ing unsold was technically known as ‘‘ offered land,’’ and was there- 
after subject to what was called “‘ private entry;’’ that is, the right of 
by any one at the local land office, in any quantity, at $1.25 
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As I shall presently show, this ingenuity has resulted in frauds of 
the most alarming character, and which lead me to say that this bill 
is of so much consequence. 

Later on, yielding to a sentiment that a liberal policy as to the plant- 
ing of forest trees would encourage that practice in the great prairie 
regions of the Northwest, the timber-culture act of 1873 was passed. 

That act provided that ‘‘ any person’’ might make an entry of 160 
acres ‘‘for the cultivation of timber thereon,’’ requiring at least 40 
acres of timber, &c., final proof after ten and within thirteen years 
from entry. 

Various amendments have been made, so that now in substance the 
law requires that only one quarter-section in a section shail be so en- 
tered, that 5 acres shall be ‘* broken’’ the first year, and 5 the second, 
and the 10 acres set to trees within the first four years, and that final 
proof may be made after eight and within thirteen years from entry. 

As I think I shall fully show, Mr. Speaker, whatever the hopes were 
which inspired this legislation, they have wholly failed, and the act 
has been used as a basis of frauds similar in character to those under the 
pre-emption law, beside the further fact that the law is a failure by 
reason of its inherent defects. 

This all results in the conclusion that the law should be repealed. 
— only other law of general application in force is the desert-land 

aw. 

As is well known, there are vast areas of Jand in the western, north- 
western, and southwestern portions of the Union which, owing to the 
lack of rainfall, are unproduetive of crops except when irrigated by arti- 
ficial contrivances. The purpose of this act was to secure the reclama- 
tion of these lands thus barren and unproductive, and as the process of 
irrigation was necessarily expensive, it was urged that inducements of 
lerger areas of land must be held out to secure attempts. So by the 
act land not exceeding 640 acres in compact form may be purchased 
at $1.25 per acre, 25 cents when the ‘‘ filing ’’ is made and $1 when the 
final proofs are made, if ever, and with this proof of conducting water 
upon the land in sufficient quantity to reclaim the tract. The abuses 
of this act will be noticed later. These, sir, are the laws of general 
application as to disposition of the public lands, and for reasons to be 
stated we recommend the repeal of all except the homestead law by this 
bill. 

-Mr. Speaker, this bill in substance passed both Houses of Congress 
in the Forty-eighth Congress; it has been recommended by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office for four successive years, and two 
Secretaries of the Interior, the present one and his predecessor, have 
favored its ge. 

Mr. MCRAE. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. PAYSON. No, sir; unless I misstate something. I shall then 
be glad to be corrected. 

Mr. McRAE. I think you do misstate when you say that this bill 

both Houses. I ask whether section 5 ever passed either House? 

Mr. PAYSON. I say that this bill in substance passed both Houses, 
and the only reason it did not become a law was.because in the Senate 


























i 


per acre. 

The policy was, as is apparent, to sell the public lands as rapidly as 
ible for the purpose of obtaining as much revenue as possible there- 

Son, RnR Gatley of ediministerine the affeion connectes with the pub- 

liedomain continued for many years; and indeed large areas of ‘‘ offered 

lands’’ still are held on the books at the Land Office, loeated especially 


in the and which are now being rapidly taken up by capitalists 
a 
U this practice, and especially pening about 1838 to 1840, a 
’ 


wae eae of the ‘surveyed lands’’ thus “offered ’’ were 
secured held in large bodies for speculative p and the set- 
increased price for them. ‘This drove the set- 

”” and settlements were 
only ‘‘ surveyed ’’ but unseld lands, but on unsurveyed 


of the pre-emption (or prior right of pur- 
1841, which gave the occupant the first right to 
but this act restricted the operation and privilege to ‘‘ sur- 
and this right was extended by the act of 1853 to un- 


i! 
bias 


law was the first general law of the United States 
tion of the public lands in the interest of actua! settlers, 
eae meee rp has beep the marvelous growth and de- 
hes ors the great West and Northwest. But it must be kept in 
that the pre-emption law was a settlement law, and no one was 
entitled to the benefit of its provisions except an actual occupant of 
land itself, and upon payment of $1.25 per acre. 
In 1862 ihe homestead law was passed, which, in substance, gave the 
land, not exceeding 160 acres, to the settler on five years’ residence. 
But this act contained the provision of a right on the part of the set- 
to ‘‘commute’’ his homestead—that is, the right to buy the land 
at $1.25 per acre—after a limited period, so that the homestead act, with 
its commutation feature, was essentially the pre-emption law. And 
we have had that two systems of settlement laws for the disposal 
of the public with the only result, after keeping up the two sys- 
tems, of permitting acquisition under each of a farm of 320 acres to each 


For many years, as the area was so vast, but little thought was given 
to ultimate results under the practice of ‘‘ private entries’’ in unlim- 
ited quantities and of double entries by “‘homestead’’ and ‘‘ pre-emp- 
ton. the diminished area of agricultural public lands there 
have been no general tion for sale of such lands by the Presi- 
dent for many years, and by the withdrawal of much land from private 
entry by executive order opportunity for speculation in the purchase 
of lands direct from the Government has been correspondingly reduced; 
and owing to greater demand for lands in late years for obvious rea- 

such as the rapid increase in population, increase in value in farm 
older sections of the Union, the discontinuance of public sales, 
talists and speculators has been exercised to 
the law and to acquire lands evading the ‘‘ set- 


cri 


5 





amendment defeated the bill. 





a bill of a private nature affirming some private entries in Michigan 


was attached to it on the motion of a Senator from that State, and that 
But the principle of this bill has been 
recommended for four years past by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and also by the last Secretary of the Interior and by the 
present one. 


Mr. MCRAE. [assert that no such provision as is contained in sec- 


tion 5 ever passed either the House or the Senate or has ever been 


recommended by the Commissioner. 

Mr. PAYSON. Now, Mr. Speaker, the necessity for the passage of 
this bill is found in the reports of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. For the last three years all the frauds with which the 
public land system have been tainted, and which have grown to such 


an extent as to have become a stench in the nostrils of every man who 


has undertaken to examine the subject, have arisen out of the existence 


of these laws upon our statute-book. 


Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. 
question ? 

Mr. PAYSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Does this bill in any way affect the 
right of a soldier in making a land entry to have credit for his length 
of service? 

Mr. PAYSON. I thank the gentleman for asking that question. It 
does not affect the soldier directly or indirectly. The provision of law 
which gives the soldier the right to be credited with his length of serv- 
ice is found in the homestead law in section 2305 of the Revised Stat- 
utes, which is as follows: 


Will the gentleman allow me one 


Src. 2305. The time which the homestead settler has served in the Army, 
Navy, or Marine Corps shall be deducted from the time heretofore roquieed to 
perfect title, or if discharged on account of wounds received or disability in- 
curred in the line of duty, then the term of enlistment shal! be deducted from 
the time heretofore required to perfect title, without reference to the length of 
time he may have served; but no patent shal! issue to any homestead settler 
who has not resided upon, improved, and cultivated his homestead for a period 
of at least one year after he shall have commenced his improvements. 


That provision is part of the chapter of the statutes on ‘‘ homesteads,’’ 
with which the bill does not interfere, except to extend the commuta- 
tion feature to thirty months, and which I will explain hereafter. 
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The bill proposes the repeal of the pre-emption law, the timber-eult- 
ure act, and the desert-land act, but does not touch the homestead law 
except to extend the commutation provision from six months, as it is 
now, to thirty months. It does not touch the soldier question at all 
one way or the other. I am glad the gentleman asked the question, 
because I understood my colleague, the chairman of the committee, to 
say in answer to a question by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
NEGLEY] that it did, but thatis a mistake. If he so replied he doubt- 
less misunderstood the gentleman from Pennsylvania. I am now ad- 
vised that he did not hear the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. PETERS. Will the gentleman state what proportion of the pub- 
lic domain is now remaining that can be taken up under the homestead 
law? 

Mr. PAYSON. Probably not exceeding 20,000,000 of acres. Take 
the reports of the Commissioner of the General Land Office for the last 
four years, and you can hardly find a page that is not bristling with ac- 
counts of fraudulent and fictitious entries, sometimes amounting to 
30,000, 40,000, or even as high as half a million acres in inclosures 
based on these fraudulent entries. I have papers in my desk covering 
cases where at least a half million acres have been taken under ficti- 
tious entries. I have a communication from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, saying that in Estes Park, in Colorado, 6,000 acres 
were taken at one time in.behalf of mythical claimants, but really for 
a man who is a nobleman in England, the Earl of Dunraven. 

This is the paper: 

Laramie Crry, Wvo., April 18, 1881. 

Sie: Referring to your letter “A,” of February 24,1 have the honor to inform 
yeu that I went to Denver, Colo.,on the 3d instant, and after conferring with the 

nited States district attorney at that place, I found it would be necessary to go 
to Estes Park in order to get the information required to make a full and com- 
aes of the alleged fraudulent entries of lands referred to in your 


I accordingly ieft Denver on the 5th instant and reached Estes Park the same 
evening, having traveled 35 miles with a team. On reaching the park I 
found A. Q. Maegregor and others who have lived in the park and been con- 
nected with its settlement from the commencement. After obtaining all the in- 
formation that was within reach in the park, I went to Fort Collins (the county 
seat of Laramie Count ee eee an examination of the 
county records with rence to transfer of any of the lands embraced in 
the list alleyed to have been fraudulently entered. 

For convenience I have made a tabulated statement, and inclose it herewith, 
of all the lands that have passed into the hands of Theodore Whyte, who has 
been the general agent of the Estes Park Company. This statement is marked 


Exhibit A, and shows in whose name the lands were ited, the date of the 

entry, the register and receiver's number, the date of deeds transferring the 

- to a Whyte, and the date of recording in the county of 
arimer Count 


From A. Q. Teasnser and others of Estes Park I learn that the first-named 
thirty persons in Exhibit A have never lived in Estes Park, never made any 
cuueiy aaa Ronee ~ acannon the pabile eee fact, io 
comply the law for ent on ; 
thirty names are believed to be fictitious, having no oes 

As to the other eight names on the exhibitsome of them have been in the Park 
occasionally and others have lived there, and a of them have made 
showing of settlement, but none have complied with the law by living on and 
improving the land. They evidently started out to take the and transfer it 
to Theodore Whyte or the Estes Park Company, by prior agreement to that ef- 
fect with Whyte. 

The witnesses to the foregoing facts, and by whom they can be proven, are A. 
% M 2 onry Farran, Lyman A. White, W. L. Walsh, and Charles 

horne of Estes ; Lewis Rowe, of Fort Collins; David Miller, of Loug- 
mout; J. M. Cavanaugh, of Central Guich, Boulder County; Hugh McDermot, 
of Griffith, Saint Vrain’s Cafion; Dexter Smith, of Evans’s Ranch, Saint Vrain’s 
Cafion, Griffith; J. Evans, of Saint Vrain’s Cafion. 

Several of the above-named parties were witnesses before the grand jury who 
indicted the thirty parties first named on the exhibit some years ago, whe 
then testified to all the material facts I have mentioned. 

If further testimony is needed the names of other witnesses can be obtained 
by referring to the old indictment in the Denver court. By the examination of 
the records at Fort Collins I find that all the lands embraced in Exhibit A (ex- 
cept those marked “not ") were conveyed by warranty to 
Theodore Whyte by persons representing the names on Exhibit A- The ac- 
knowledgments were made before either Albert B. Jones, George M. Howe, or 
Inon Brooks, notaries public. 


On the ist day of March, there was recorded a power of attorney from 
Theodore Whyte to Windham PhS Senseren 5 Santen, Seen, 
authorizing said ear! to sell or d of Whyte’s one-third interest in 
sonal and real property in Estes 6 Geld power ef atetnsy is seceeden tn 


Book I, pages 138 and 139. 

. there was recorded a deed (without war- 

yte to ck G. Cornish for all the land embraced 

in Exhibit A, the consideration being %. 
On the 5th day of ber, 1876, 

for all the lands in Exhibit A, the 


tion of the trust to hold said lands in trust for the Estes Park Company, or to 
dispose of the same in whole or in or to be governed by the wishes of 
Windham Thomas, Earl of Dunraven, deed was as l4, 
1 in Gok: 5 game Mees a. On the 4th of s David H. 
M et, fr_vand re Whyte deeded q to the Park Com- 
Po Fn Fk Seed is recorded in Book 1 
description of the land); , $1. This deed is recorded in L 


36. 
PS far as the county records show, the title now rests in the Estes Park Com- 
pany to all the lands described in Exhibit A. 
This corporation (Estes Park Company) is organized under the laws of Great 


Theodore Wh ey oy = of 
the company. oe known and Geuiebaniy eniied the Hingfids Cons 
pany. 


Wata mt. whom the deed of trust is made (in by Cornish, is 
ident of the National Bank, of Denver,and I am the Estes 





nocent purchasers, nor is the Estes Park Company, in whom the title now on 
to rest, innocent purchasers, Theodore Whyte, its agent and meee} seems 


ger, having been one of the principal actors in all the transactions cn mane 


IONS connect 
with the entry and transfer of the same, and, as I am informed, aw ° nnected 


cipals in bringing about or inducing the fraudulent entry of the lars ee 
Whether any of the stock of the Estes Park Company has been sold o 4 
— of to innocent purchasers or not I have not been able to find out. but it 
lieved by persons who have good opportunities of knowing that none of t ; 
stock has n sold. If none of the stock has been soid to innocent part . 
there would seem to be nothing in the way of setting aside the patents ..4. 


this opinion the United States district attorney fully concurs. ane 
In conclusion I will add that I am forced to believe from all the circumstancs 
and the testimony of reliable and trustworthy citizens of Colorado that this h.. 
been a deliberate and a scheme to obtain possession of al! the = 
lands in Estes Park by and perjury. — 


The other cases mentioned in your letter of February 24 wil! |) 
soon as I can make them up. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


reported As 
JNO. M,. JONES, Special Agent 
Hon. J. A. WILLIAMson, ; 
Commissioner General Land Office, Washingion, D. C. 


Appended is a list of the lands, aggregating nearly 7,000 acres, and the 
names of the assumed entrymen, mythical and persona), under which 
these frauds were perpetrated. 

Here let me insert some of the official reports bearing on this ques. 
tion, premising them with the statement that these are only typical of 
the situation. They could be extended, Mr. Speaker, almost ad jy. 
finitum: 

[From A. R. Greene, inspector, November 3, 1884. 


Generally speaking, I believe that fraudulent entries of the public lands j; 
clude a large per cent. of the whole number, possibly cash entries 
The idea prevails to an almost universal extent use the Government 


e 

in its generosity has provided for the donation of the public domain to its citi. 
zens, @ strict compliance with the conditions imposed is not essential. Men 
who would scorn to commit a dishonest act toward an individual, though he were 
atotal stranger, eagerly listen to every scheme for evading the letter and spirit 
— settlement laws, and in a majority of instances I believe avail! themse|yes 
of them, 


Our land officers partake of this feeling in many instance, and if they do not 
aauate connive at fraudulent modify their instructions and exceed 
r 


powers in examinations of final proof. This is especially 
the case with entries under the timber-culture law. F 

At the very best, this law wasa doubtful experiment at the start. The greater 
portion of the lands upon which artificial groves could be grown without irri- 
gation had passed from the Government before it was enacted. I have never 
seen any instances of its success except in the eastern portion of Nebraska and 
Sout Dakota. Ido not sa re are no other. 

The prime cause of failure lies of any fault of the entryman, although 
his remissness makes the failure more complete. Natural causes and neglect 

ther have rendered success impossible. 
t is not a question of encouraging a climate and soil favorable to fores 


growth to greater productiv but one of apogee against the embarrass- 
ments of an soil — win 

The experiment has approx success about as nearly as an effort to 
make water flow uphill. I doubt if the trees standing on any timber-culture 
entry west of the one hu meridian would a@ zephyr. 

The of the attempt was apparent to every one who was fauiliar 


hopelessness 

with the soil and climate of the region p to be reclaimed at the outset 
but the opportunity for gotting a quarter-section of land for a trifle induces men 
the merest form compliance with the law and make up the 
ury. I hesitate to make the statement that in a aaa proportion of 
pretense of complying with the law has been made, but I believe such 
to be the case. -I have traveled over hundreds of miles of land in Western Kav- 
sas, Nebraska, and Central Dakota, nearly one-fourth of which had been taken 
under the “ timber-culture act,’’ without seeing an artificial grove even in in- 
cipiency, and can scarcely recall an instance in any one day's travel! where tlie 
nd than scratched with the plow for the purpose of plant- 


trees, 

have seen small patches of land (possibly 5 acres) where the prairie sod had 
been “listed” in furrows 6 or 8 feet apart each way, and Seuaslonally a sickly 
cotton wood sprout, 2or 3 feet in height, of the thickness of a man’s thumb, stand- 
ing thereon. I cases the land had evidently been honestly plowed at 


n other 
some time, but through neglect had grown up again to grass and the trees (° 
the farcical 


ome 


were r tiny, cattle-browsed, fire-burnt branches in mute protest 
against of the “ timber-culture act.” : 

As to the proportion of land entered under the timber-culture act that is no! 
improved as required by that act, I give it as my jon that in Kansas, Ne 
braska, and ae is 90 per cent. to 10 per cent. of bona fide and 


The methods by which fraudulent timber-culture entrics are made consisis 
first, of a failure by careless entrymen to comply with the law. A large class «' 
eee Sree wer eave vae anaes is act, and intend after 

$ 


the lands have to patent to appropriate the whole of a wheat field or stock 
farm. They “don’t want to be bothered with brush,” and argue that the ac 
was made to be evaded. ” 

They go to the officer before whom final proof is to be made, and their neigh 
bors, are similarly situated and entertain like opinions of the land law- 
— ear astheir witnesses. Probably the tract required to be cultivated may have 

r with treesor cuttings. Itmay have been subsequent!) 

cultivated after a and gaps in the rows replanted with trees. These facts 
are dwelt by the witnesses, who expect a like favor of the entryman i" 
theirownbenalt in ive feture. The officer sometimes volunteers a few questions 
to further convince himself that the law has been respected, and for want of any 
evidence to the contrary the proof is acce and the final certificate issues. — 

The above ‘the better class of timber-culture entries that may just) 
be termed ; | 

A more vicious system of fraudulent entries has been successfully practice! 
by and in the interest of cattle-men and stock . If the law had 
been enacted for their benefit it could scarcely have been more success{u! 
UT, SE I eee 

a of or or any particular 

eet eee ee eran see TS 
be This is the case in Colorado, Dakota, Montana, Nebraska, an¢ 
New Mexico, where stock ranches have been established and all 
valuable grass landand water havebeensecured. This system also obtains to" 

‘The raethod Soctngia ciecivaand infamous. 

I have had occasion to inquire into its details somewhat inthe examination of 
land offices in connection with charges of collusion on the of the officers. 

A * qotite king's eraplogs & samber of men esherdere:; “cowboys” is the pop 
ular designation for The herd is located on a favorable portion of the 

> 





id 








expected ar 

These entrics . 

township and render the remainder undesirable for actual settlement for farm- 

ee an entire township, and frequently a 

dominated by an interest the most inimical possible to ordinary agricultural 
and a development of the country. If a bona fide settler has located 


in advance of 
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grass, water, and shelter are convenient, and each herder is 


make a timber-culture entry of landsalong the stream, 


often very nearly, if not quite, occupy all the watered lands in a 


a 
the cattle-man he is either 


number of townships together, are 


bought off or scared off. I found one 


case where the evidence showed conclusively that bona jide cnteyenen had been 


Hi 


until 


fs 


si 
f ta | 
H 


i 


i 
i 
i 


from the land they desired to acquire b: 
part of the State, who did not know the description of the lands they 
was furnish 


a y of men ught from a 


ed by the man in whose interests the lands were be- 
who furnished the money for the entry fees. 


strong n of collusion of the land officers was raised in this case, 
of evidence being that these fraudulent entrymen were given 


over others who applied to make bona fide entries. 


is no exce 


i 
H 


th 
if 


f 


ei 
i 
i 


| 


la 


very 
here. 
where the rules were so lax that a house 6 by 8 
boards, was accepted asa ‘‘ comfortable residence” in 


mayen me to advise the land officers to allow him to make 

expiration of the full time because “ his family was anx- 

to Chicago, and would be liable to freeze to death in the shanty 

This man wasa minister of the gospel and 

citizen, aus omensl perceptibilities were fearfully blunted 
ws. 


on the homestead.” 


of mill-men and lumber 


. 


to multiply cases. The methods are similar—methods in 
the larger factor and a defiance of law and decency the 
results are identical. 


to blame for abuses of the land laws in general, 


ption 

should be some way to distinguish between a fire guard 
wed around a quarter-section and a corn-field—some way to 

description of a house ‘14 
bored or board, and whether the “‘ shingle roof”’ 
one on each side. 
yet the statement has been made to me that 
successfully employed in acquiring home- 


by 16’ referred to inches or feet 


convinced me that entries of timber lands are made very 
companies, their employés being 


frauds, very much as the herders of the eattle companies 


ete aunt 
: Mr 8 

big 

un 


in 


Hie 
i 


i 


By 
ail 
i 


it 
| 


ef ay 
gre? 

f E 
y 


final entries of this kind 
at public sale; and I k: 






rf 
g 


allegiance to our 
at hand to enforce their sche 
defiance. 


ap 
feel 


é 


wasdone 


appear at 


Nebrask 


a land office in company with seven or 
assist them in making homestead filings, giving them 
The most rigid examination and impressive adminis- 
y them into any confession of collusion, how- 
was to put a special timber agent on the track 


, with what results I never learned. 


of public lands, the evidence is of the most 


It is notorious that extensive inclosures of 


a in the vicinity of North Platte, and south 
intervals all the way to and into the Indian Territory, 
the States of Nebraska, Colorado, and Kansas. There 
similar unlawful inclosures, but Ispeak of those with which 


occasionally included settlements, and the stock companies 
bought the settlers’ improvements and amicably induced 

In other eases, bloody feuds have heen originated, of which there 

result, and that against law and fustice. 

such domination upon immigration and settlements js the worst 


lands, and practically all the waters, are controlled by men who have 


the development of the country, evade taxation, and in many cases 


: 


is 


2,361 homestead 


273 have been prov: 


emption 

en eee Se 

section hire 

femest tencta, the same 






convincing 
are in this 


are yet unsurveyed. 


townships have been offered at 


now that 


over one year in this place I have yet 
or trying to make a farm upon a pre- 
warranted 


I am 
claims taken in the uth United States land district are 


method of obtaining title to the pine and mineral lands of this 

men for a stipulated amount 

to be conveyed immediately by warranty 
county records of the different counties in 

] this must have been the case, even though 

testimony. Nineteen-twentieths of this land has been taken 

that is upon it, and 


who will pay the taxes this land 


but a very small portion of the land is 
one-third of the surface of the land in 
covered swamps. A portion of it is also 
ledges of rocks. About one-tenth of the is covered with pine 


Duluth land district I will make a few figures for the pur- 
ou that my calculations and estimaies 
412 townships (some of them frac- 
number 305 have been surveyed and the plats returned to the 
Two hundred and seventeen of the 
public sale and 88 are unoffered. 
entries. made in this district. Of these 887 
to cash after a pretended residence of six 
en up on as actual homesteads, and a very 
of this last number bas been by old soldiers, who were com- 
a residence on the land but a short time. —- Ste, pane, 
been declaratory statements filed, upon about two-thirds o 
fr made. Thus it will be seen that there have been 
say noth about the cash entries 
there are less than 100 actual set- 
of these lands in this land district who make a living by 


; are to make a living in that way, and although I have 
made moog ft 
emplion claten ‘Thensfare t think t 


t 
F 


laws and Government. They have abundant physical 
mes of spoliation and set the local 


at 
rh eon as they would districts stricken with a plague, 
immigration turns back to publish and magnify the evil. 


Special Agent Webster Eaton, Duluth, Minn., October 28, 1854.) 


in by me is in the northern portion of the State of Min- 
in the Duluth and Saint Cloud United States land dis- 


a timbered country, and 
= Full 


and more than 


in saying that less 


to pre-empt or homestead 


remainder for iron and other 


manner has been taken forextensive 





Mr. Speaker, I call especial attention to thisreport. Over forty-three 
hundred entries were carefully examined, all presupposing settlement, 
occupancy, and cultivation, and yet less than one hundred actual set- 
tlers who are farmers and not one farmer on 2 pre-emption claim! 


[From Thomas W. Jaycox, special agent, Aberdeen, Dak., October 25, 1884.] 

In my opinion not more than 30 per cent. of the land in this district entered 
under the provisions of the pre-emption and homestead laws is occupied by ac- 
tual settlers. The practice largely prevails of immediately abandoning the 
land when cash entry is made‘for the same. Fully 75 per cent. of the entries 
made under the provisions of the pre-emption laws are made for speculative 
purposes, and not for a home and for cultivation. The claimants mortgage 
their claims for as large a loan as they can procure upon the land, then make a 
homestead filing, move in town, return tothe East, where they came from when 
they entered the land, or offer the same for sale, when it is purchased by non- 
resident speculators. The result in either case is the same—the land is left un- 
occupied, 

I am of the opinion that 90 per cent. of the entries that are made under the 
provisions of the timber-culture act are made purely and simply for specula- 
tion. The entryman when he makes the entry intends to relinquish the land at 
the end of three years at the farthest, when the relinquishment will be worth 
from $200 to $500. Iam of the opinion that very few timber-culture entries will 
be proved up under the provisions of the timber-culture act. They will be 
turned into pre-emptions or homesteads and pass outof the hands of the specu- 
lators as soon as it becomes troublesome to comply with the law. 


[From Special Agent William Y. Drew, Wichita, Kansas, November 26, 1884.] 


My work has been performed almost entirely upon the Osage and Kansas trust 
and diminished reserve lands, which lands are only subject to entry by pre-emp- 
tion ; therefore my experience and observation in regard to the obtaining of the 
public lands by homestead or timber-culture entry has been very limited. 

There are two kinds of fraudulent entries of public lands that have c »me un- 
der my observation, the “intentional"’ and “ unintentional.’’ The “ uninten 
tional” are those where, through the willful or mistaken interpretation of the 
laws relative to what is required in settling on and proving up on the pub- 
lic lands given by notaries or real estate agents to the persons intending to 
avail themselves of the pre-emption law, the entryman does not comply with 
the law in residing on or making a homeon the land. Insomecases they have 
been led to believe that, by putting up a sod inciosure 3 or 4 feet high and 
throwing some loose boards over it for a roof, two or three days before go- 
ing to make their proofs, and having from 2 to 10 acres plowed, all they would 
have to do would be to claim itas their home, even if they never ate or slept on 
it, and it would be a substantial fulfilling of the law’s requirements. Others 
have the idea that by going on the land about once every month, sometimes 
eating and sleeping upon it at those times and sometimes not, that they have 
fully complied with the law. They will have probably a small shanty or sod 
house that would hardly shelter a pig, and a few acres of breaking. 

These parties very often build and make other improvements on the land and 
comnpy it after proving up. Others dispose of the land very soon atter proving 
up, though probably they had no intention of doing so at the time of making 
their proof. There are a good many cases of this kind,and I have had my at- 
tention called toseveral and have reportedonthem. The “intentional” frauds 
are where parties have employed others to prove up on public lands, furnishing 
the money to make the payments and paying the entryman a smal! amount for 
his services. 

In some cases slock-raisers have had their employés prove up on lands on 
which their stock was ranging,and as fast as one batch would get through 
another batch would be employed, and in that way quite a large amount of the 
public land would be gobbled up. In some cases that have come under my ob- 
servation the parties who it is claimed proved up on the land were never known 
or heard of in the vicinity, but the improvements made on the land have been 
done by parties who afterward obtained the land,and presumably hired the 
entryman just al. the time proof was to be made to make the required affidavits 
In other cases I believe that the entryman wasamyth, and that the proof papers 
and deeds of the land were made out in the notary’s office, fictitious names at- 
tached for both principal and witnesses,and acknowledgments taken by the 
notary as though the parties had actually been present. 

There are other cases where parties made a business of proving up lands 
under different names, apparently for the purpose of obtaining from $50 to $100 
by mortgage more than the land cost them. 

Some parties have fenced in large bodies of the public lands through which a 
water-course is flowing, and by themselves and their employés have proved up 
the land adjoining the water-course. They claim not to interfere with settlers 
going into the inclosures, but as their cattle are running at large inside the set- 
tler can not raise a crop without he goes to the trouble and expense of fencing 
in the tract he claims, and then there is always more or less trouble in other 
ways between the settlers and herders in regard to keeping gates closed and 
getting settlers’ cattle mixed with the cattle belonging to the stockmen. It is 
reported that two men (father and son) were killed in Barber County by herd- 
ers on account of leaving the gates open while going to land they were claiming 
inside the inclosure. 


[From Register and Receiver, McCook, Neb., November 26, 1884. | 


All or nearly all the lands bordering on streams have been taken under the 
homestead, pre-emption, and fimber-culture laws. Proofs are made, and we 
hear it reported that deedsare executed soon after to other parties, but to whom 
we have no means of knowing at this office—presumably to,cattle companies. 


As to the timber-culture act, Mr. Secretary Teller, in his last annual 
report, recommended the repeal of this law in the following forcible 
language: 

In my last annual report I called attention to the abuses flowing from the op- 
erations of this act. Continued experience has demonstrated that these abuses 
are inherent in the law,and beyond the reach of administrative methods for 
theircorrection. Settlementonthelandisnot required. Even residence within 
the State or Territory in which the land is situated is not a condition to an en- 
try. A mere entry of record holds the land for one year without the perform- 
ance of any act of cultivation. The meager act of breaking 5 acres, which can 
be done at the close of the year as well as at the beginning, holds the land for 
the second year. Comparatively trivial acts hold it fora third year. (During 
these periods relinquisuments of the entries are sold to homestead or other set- 
tiers at such price as the land may command.) 

My information leads me to the conclusion that a majority of entries under 
the timber-culture act are made for speculative purposes and not for the culti- 
vation of.timber. Compliance with the law in these cases is a mere pretense 
and does not result in the production of timber, On the contrary, as one entry 
in asection exhausts the tim ber-culture right in that section, it follows that every 
fraudulent entry prevents a bona fide one on any portion of the section within 
which the fraudulent entry is made. My information is that no trees are to be 
seen over vast regions of country where timber-culture entries have been most 
numerous. 

Again, under the operation of the pre-emption, homestead, and timber-culture 
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Jaws any one person may enter 160 acres in each class of entry, making a total 
of 430 acres which may be taken by one person, 


[From J. L. Prichard, special agent, Gunnison, Colo., November 29, 1884.} 


The principal frauds are perpetrated on what I have designated as the hay or 
grazing lands, and are in proportion to bona fide entries as perhaps 1to 10. A 
large portion of them are made by collusion between the cattlemen and their 
employés. The method is well understood a Department, and I may say 
in this SomReeee that these are the most difficult cases a special agent has to 
deal with. 


[From A. F. Ely, special agent, Pueblo, Colo., October 25, 1884.] 

In-Western or Southwestern Kansas, in the territory embraced in the Larned 
nnd Garden City land districts,a large number of fraudulent entries have been 
made in the interest of parties seeking to control la: bodies of land for stock 
ranges. The methods used were to hire a number of young men ostensibly to 
assist in taking care of stock, but really So pseeues a tract of land for the party 
or parties desiring to obtain stock ranges, agreement usually being that the 
employé, in addition to his other duties, should file on some tract of land to be 
designated by his employer, claim that as his home for six months, and then 
make final proof and convey the land to his employer, the employer to pay all 
the expenses incident to the same. Since the institution of investigations of 
this class of entries the fraudulent entryman, instead of conveying the land by 
deeds, in many cases gives his employer a mortgage on the land. Eight-tenths 
of the fraudulent entries are pre-emptions. 

The largest a of fraudulent entries is on the Osage lands in Kansas. 
Up te December, 1883, I think three-fourths of all the entries made on these lands 
west of range 16 W. were fraudulent, and were made in the interest of stock- 
inen. Not one-twentieth of the lands entered on the Osage strip were occupied 
by actual settlers up to December, 1883. Outside of this tract about one-tenth 
of the land entered by pre-emptors in the land districts before named is actually 
occupied by settlers. About one-half of the land homesteaded in the same ter- 
ritory is occupied by actual settlers. 

As to the land entered in the Pueblo land district of Colorado, I have not suf- 


ficient know or information to enable me to give any correct in: on. 
I can state that in the survey of the Arkansas Land and Company’s in- 
closure we found no inhabitants inside of itexcept one or two near G and 


three or four near Holly Station, and this inclosure contains over 600,000 acres of 


land, and, as I am informed,all of the water privileges in it have been pre- 
empted. ; 


[From W. H. Geucher, special agent, San Francisco, Cal., November 17, 1884.] 


I would estimate that but 5 per cent. of the entries made under the timber- 

pay 4 and desert-land nolatea't in we ee at ooo ——_ 
rposes contem n oy per cen en 

enter t laws made in this district were filed the past two . ject 


nquished and the tone of the settlers from conversations, &c. 

in the Loe Angeies distetes mr apt pr nr Ang “ye — 
nm the nge’ are purposes , for reason, as 
I have before stated, that owing to prior appropriation of the water it would be 
almost impossible to procure the necessary water to reclaim such lands, even if 
the entryman was honest in his intentions. During the year 1877, shortly after 
the of this act, a large number of desert entries were made in this dis- 
trict of which net 2 per cent. have been reclaimed, as contemplated in the act. 


[From Receiver, Boisé City, Idaho, October 14, 1834.] 


I believe it would be for the best interests of settlers if the desert act were 
pealed. Large bodies of land are under this act from 

main for a term of years by stockmen and lord to pa 
the 25 cents an acre for the use of the tand for three years and the hope of eell- 
ing out to actual settlers. So far as this district is concerned the desert act has 
been a drawback rather than a help or advantage. I would advise that it be re- 
pealed at the earliest moment. 


The Idaho and Oregon Land Improvement Com: y have uired title and 
control of large bodies of land in several localities this district and the Hailey 
district for speculative and town-site contrary to law,as I understand 


purposes 
it. I refer to the Hailey district only for the reason that it was formerly partof 
this district. 


{From Special Agent T. H. Cavenaugh, Olympia, Wasb., November 8, 1884.] 


Tam convinced, from examination and aeeiein. that 90 per cent. of the 
homestead and pre-emption entries made within territory named herein are 
made solely for the timber growing thereon, and because such lands are ready 
sale. By making use of the pre-emption and homestead laws the entrymen 
save in purchase of tract the difference between $2.50 and $1.25 per acre, which 
swells the profits when sold. 


These, sir, are from the records at the General Land Office, and were 
all made under the last administration and to Mr. Commissioner Mac- 
Farland. Theyare only a few of the vast number of reports made by 
the special agents in the field and are typical of the rest. 

I state to you, sir, and to the House t I have examined scores of 
these reports and they are all of the same tenor; there have been no 
exceptions in the last few years. 

I have said these reports to which I call special attention were made 
to the last administration, and I have selected them for that reason. 

I know that many attacks have been made upon the present Secre- 
tary of the Interior and the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
by some of the newspapers for their zeal in the matter of land re- 
form. 

. From an intimate personal acquaintance with both those officers, and 
frequent association and consultation with them upon matters con- 
nected with the public lands, I know and take this occasion to say 

that both those gentlemen are heartily in accord with the public senti- 

ment of to-day on this question. 

The reports which come to them day after day from the special 
agents now in the field are practically like those given by me here, 
but I do not cite them in detail, contenting myself with referring to 
the fact and citing earlier ones to demonstrate that these abuses have 
been of long standing and that it is no recent discovery. 

The opinion of Mr. Commissioner McFarland is. best shown by an 
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interview with him in 1884, published in one of the leading 
the West, which I call especial attention to: 


“ How isthe m of jal agents working?” asked a Tribune . Orres : 
ent of Commissioner McFarland, of the General Land Office. ——— 
‘“‘Satisfactorily. The s l agents have been in the field about six 5.) 
and from some of them are received every day. I have examine)... 
acted upon about eight hundred illegal and fraudulent entries reported jy a 
These entries covered about 128,000 acres, of which the Government wouj\q |... 
been deprived except for the new service.” — 

*‘ Have any of the persons who held such entries appealed from 1}, 
of the special nmts?"’ 

“Yes; in ty cases only out of the eight hundred exaimed under this gy 
tem have ions been offered to the proposed cancellation of the entre. 
This fact is significant of the correctness of the agents’ reports and of the wi. 
indefensible character of the impeached entries. The reports are 
based upon a nal examination by the nt of each tract of la 
entry is held for cancellation except — tiveevidence. It is further fou, d 
that in few, if any, of the eighty cases have the objections come from the perso: ~ 
in whose names the entries were made. They ay appear to be from per- 
sons who furnished the money for the entries or bought them afterwar 

“What kinds of lands did these fraudulent entries cover?’ ; 

“ Pine-timber lands in Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Missouri, mado 
ostensibly for settlement under the pre-emption and commuted-homestead 
laws, but actually to obtain the valuable timber for the nominal price at which 
agricultural lands are sold to settlers. The principal operators are persons 


Papers in 


€ linding 


} ' 

no ly 
In all vases 
nd, and the 


largely e in the timber business, the ‘settler’ being a convenient myth 
ee Castor teas — ye a ‘ , Nevada, and Wash- 
ngton . reports agen cularly in California anc 
Washington Territory, disclose a combination ae 


large capitalists, English as 
well as American, to obtain title to immense tracts of timber lan 


d by} 
men, women, and children to swear to false affidavits that they make the eutsin 
oa law in ety onre peo ond eee. and not for speculation. The 

ces regu y paid fora entry papers range, according to the re 
from $50 to $100. The Govern a cates 


ing worth ten times its cost to the speculato aan siveval tana’ ae 
ng en rs. cultural lands in Dakot; 
ve also received marked attention. . 

“The persons concerned, directly or indirectly, embrace English peers, East- 
ern capitalists, adventurous spirits who emigrate to the booming ‘Territory to 
grow up with the country, and en rising land-agents and attorneys. Pre- 
emption, commuted-homestead, and timber-culture entries are the favorite in- 
str of fraud in this . No sooner is a township of Jand sur- 
veyed than it is plastered over with entries and filings, more or less bogus, but 
generally more, and the actual settler who goes t6 stay, the farmer who is to 

uce the subsistence of the nation, must buy off these pretended claims at 

rates before he can obtain the privilege of making an honest entry of the 
land. The timber-culture laws have _— especially advantageous to the 
fraudulent control of public lands. principal sphere of operations under 
these laws is at present Minnesota, Dakota, Kansas, and Nebraska. 

“ The failure of the timber-culture law to produce the results contemplated 
and its success in promoting fraudulent land entries are paralleled by the des- 
ert-land act, the frauds under which are committed mainly in the Pacific states 
and Territories. But the frauds do sane there. The Government price for 
coal lands is from $10 to $20 an acre. ulent entries of coal lands are made 
under the pre-emption and other itural laws. The reports of the special 
agents cover heavy transactions of this sort in Colorado and other States in 
which coal abounds, the fraudulent entries proving to bethe property of mining 


companies. 

- Bat by far the most extensive frauds are found in the grazing country, where 
the cattle-kings have fenced fn the country by whole counties, and the investi- 
sey wa by agents show that the land within these inclosures is being covered 

y entries made by employés of the stockmen, the former supp! ying the 
n affidavits of settlement and the latter paying the land office fees and 
pock: the title. Many entries of this class have n canceled or held for 


“The practice in such old Territoriesas New Mexico and Arizona is found to be 
that the cowboys are brought up in squads to the district land office to swear in 
mellifiuous Spanish names to wits that they have resided on the land ten, 
twelve, or twenty when in fact they may have not been in the Terri- 
tory as many or ; but they swear all the same, and each serves as 
the witness for other. The cost of 160acres to the stock company 
is by nents ae $18, a — over 10 cents an a. In the pewes Tors 
tories, where long ae not so easily proven, the operation is like that 
of Democrats in New York city entions. A gang of ‘ pre-emptors’ 
is fitted out, who make all the entries ——— by their employers by merely 
orieipal a sufficient number of names and repeating the process of swearing as 
prinei and witnesses alternately.” 


Knowing this condition of affairs, the Secretaries of the Interior under 
the last and this administration, as well as the Commissioners of the 
General Land Office for several years have recommended the repeal of 
these laws. 

Mr. MacFarland, in his last annual report, speaking of this law, says: 


In my last annual supers I the recommendation frequently made by 

predecessors that ption law be repealed. Continued experience 
domomatennes ity and noquanity el oech repeal. The objection that 
much good has heretofore resulted from the pre-emption system, and that it 
should not be discontinued because abused, appears to us without good founda- 
tion under the changed conditions created by the homestead laws. 


Our committee said to the last Congress, and I emphasize it now and 
here: ; 


Whole townships of the public domain have been acquired under this law 
capitalists who do not reside within hundreds of miles of the land, ani! never 

. = ee eS ee ete ey title eive 
so much ee they make necessary to entitie them 
toa t from Government, and assi r claims to their employers 
This is done, of course, through perjury and subornation of perjury, tor a> 
one of these agents or claimants is required to make settlement on the pre 
emption claim under the law, and he must make oath before the register 0" 
ceiver of the land district odie no the a pean, co — ea she ben- 

as ne : 

have settled for the purpose oa. oo tegea Eiteee and improved 
to sell the same on a but in good faith to appropriate 1! ' 
his own exclusive use, and he has not directly or indirectly made any 
——— or contract oer way of manner with any person wine United 
= the title w Be ane tous tengtnef an person except him- 
ies who make 
with the register 


r poet, affidavit, and 


the same 
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the parties with whom they made the contract before they attempted to make 
the pre-emption. 


The present Commissioner of the General Land Office, in his annual 
renews the recommendations of his predecessors for the repeal 
of the pre-emption system and the timber-culture law. Concerning 
the first he says: 
pre-emption system no longer secures settlements by pre-emptors. If it 
ale could be amended to do so, it would be useless to out que Sarpess, be- 
cause supplanted by the more effective homestead law, if a home is the real ob- 
ject designed te be secured. If a home is not the ob: the sooner the facility 
for land without making a home upon it, which is offered by this sys- 
tem, is removed from the statutes the better for the settlement interests of the 
country and the future of its institutions. 


at the end of six months; he can have it asa gift by remaining upon it, 
as he intends to do; and we therefore extend the commutation feature 
to thirty months; that is, if the settler desires to buy his land he may 
do so after thirty months. This insures his residence upon the land 
for at least three crop years, and this we think a guarantee that he is 
there bona fide for a home, and will absolutely guard against speculative 
entries. 

Mr. Speaker, I have given a great deal of time, as have others on our 
committee, to the examination of this phase of the land question. 

I have had information from unofficial sources, but equally conclusive 
to me, of the extended operations of these frauds, one of which, carried 


on by several persons residing in Streator, a city near my own home, 

And again he says: = a * where many thousands of acres of land were secured recently in Ne- 
serves the speculative interest, the timber interest.the | braska in fraud of the law ; e barefs jury, ei 

tes ees interes Soe nent ‘ aw and by the most barefaced of perjury, either 


in the securing of the lands or the exposé in relation to it, showing a 
portable house used as a dwelling on one tract long enough to sleep and 
cook in, followed by an affidavit, and then moved to an adjoining quar- 
ter-section and made to do duty there as a permanent residence—for a 
day and a night—and then again repeated. These papers I will try and 
print if these remarks are not too extended, but they are on file in the 
Post-Office Department and subject to inspection by any one curious to 
see how close companions perjury and truth sometimes are. 

Therefore, sir, I speak earnestly on this subject, and I say, confidently, 
you can not find, nor will any gentleman who opposes the bill under- 
take to cite an instance, a single instance, where a special agent of the 
Department, who has been sent out either by this or the last adminis- 
tration, has failed to condemn the operation of the pre-emption law and 
commutation feature of the homestead law as they stand to-day, as the 
instruments by which these frauds are perpetrated. 

Mr. PERKINS. Have not the fraudulent entries of which the gen- 
tleman speaks been canceled? 

Mr. PAYSON. They have not been canceled. And I am very glad 
to tell the gentleman why they have not. 

First, these frauds can only be detected by personal inspection on the 
part of the special agent sent out to examine the actual condition. 

The area of the country which the public land system covers em- 
braces almost one-half the area of the Union; the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office has only twenty-three special agents to detail for this 
work, and hence it is a matter of physical impossibility, with the force 
at his command, to detect these frauds to any great extent. 

But the official reports from which I quote here, the correctness of 
which I have never heard questioned, and I think will not be in this 
debate, show that over 90 per cent. of the entries made under these 
laws during the last few years are fraudulent. 

This bill proposes simply to render impossible the perpetration of 
these frauds as against the General Government, and to reserve the land 
for actual settlers in quantities not exceeding 160 acres. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. When the gentleman speaks of 90 per 
cent. of the entries being fraudulent, I presume he means entries un- 
der the three classes of acts. 

Mr. PAYSON. Yes, sir; 90 per cent. of the entries under the tim- 
ber-culture act, the desert-land act, and the pre-emption law. 

But we hear it said, sir, that this legislation is in the interest of raili- 
road companies having large grants of land to dispose of, and the gen- 
tlem2x from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON], with his accustomed energy, 
asserts that ‘‘the day this bill becomes a law every acre of land held 
by railroads will be doubled in price. The railroad companies alone 
would have public lands to put upon the market.”’ 

How easily this is answered. The gentleman from Kansas knows 
that the land grants are made in alternate sections; that wherever there 
is a railroad section of land—640 acres—immediately adjoining is a 


the comes Se the exclusion of act , according as the purpose of its 


or monopoly. 


I quote the following from his report, referring to the repeal of the 
timber-culture act: 
The failure of the timber-culture law to accomplish the purpose for which it 


intended (encouragement of the wth of timber on Western prairies), and 
oe ofthe abuses that have resulted from its practical operation, are fully set 


in the socemene Se reports. 
fone records of this office exhibit successions of entries, relinquishments, con- 
tests, and re-entries of the same tracts in farming districts, showing that specu- 
Jation in the land and not cultivation of timber is the foundation of the mass of 
this The requirements to be complied with during the first 
few years necessarily alight. The ground is to be prepared and seeds 
planted. nape Se period (the infancy of the entry) its speculative object is 
achie This is asale of the entryman’srelinquishment. One claimantgives 
neeneeeoien: Ce land ye mammenes. unim pres, 
and uncultivated, that a breaking one for @ pretext, to use 
as evidence of ood faith ” to defeat a contest before this Department, until 
finally some seeker of a home upon the soil is found to pay the price demanded 
by the last holder of the “tree m,”’*when, aoe a bona fide homestead being 
established, the citizen or immigrant who has bought his way to an honest en- 
ie land may commence the work of putting out trees for his own 


thus results in a double imposition—an imposition on the Goy- 
ernment and an imposition on actual settlers, 
* . 


. * * 7 » 

The reports herewith submitted show the impracticability of the act and its 
Suey Mnmunanes emiinantander thio oct to estimated ts 50 per ennls T Gneretoce 
—_— = pe . efore 

Mr. er, gentlemen about me ask how the law can be so easily 
evaded relinquishments by those making ‘‘filings’’ and I take 
pleasure in 

The pre-emption law provides that all assignments and transfers of 

pre-emption right ‘‘ prior to the issuing of the patent shall be null 
and void.” The homestead laws require proof that the party has not 
sold the land. Now, as soon as a filing is made on a tract of public 
land the books show it, and while the ‘‘filing’’ stands of record no 
other canbe made. The speculator then prepares a ‘‘ relinquish- 


: 
: 


This species of traffic is most common now. The curious may see at 
the General Land Office hundreds—yes, sir, hundreds of advertisements 
and business cards of enterprising real estate agents through the West 
"helinael as the cee — advertised branch of their business 

I was told by many gentlemen in Dakota last summer that in local- 
ities there you could travel for miles and not see a sign of habitation or 
improvement, and yet all the land held under ‘‘filings’’ presupposing 
settlement; and the only way in which a settler could get his foot- 

would be to purchase a “‘relinquishment’’ and then make his 
be ” ail held and controlled by speculators, to be paid by the 


bona fide settler when he should come. A system which makes this | Government section of the same area. 
possible can not be too be pron repealed. This bill does not diminish the area, or change either the locality or 
The law, then, as it stand if this bill shall pass, will per- | quality of an acre of public land. The Government has precisely the 
mit to be taken only under the homestead law and free of cost | same amount of land and precisely the same in character and location 
to the settler, except fees. to dispose of after this bill has passed that it had before, only the man- 
Under the present homestead act, allowing » commutation or right | ner of disposal is changed. 
to purchase at the end of six months, the frauds are the same in char-| We propose that the first grantee from the Government shall be the 


acter, but possibly greater in degree than under the pre-emption law. 
The Commissioner in his last report says: 


The of commuted homesteads is the same as the pre-emption, and 
its uses The difference between the two is that commuted home- 
more fraudulent, this form of entry being more ad- 


vantageous to and operators in coal, timber, and water entries 
than because the homestead entry is esteemed a segregation of the 
jand, Suan ed ahenione vescreetlon. Noother entry can be made 


Soa while one is on record, and th re is therefore a degree of 


e 
claims in operating under it that is not ed und 
the uinaced Ramtiatead cnsion as a chnes’ are mae 
of six months from date of original entry, or 
seAconaen.se eteet = is invariably conve deed or 


as yed by 
on the day of . I think it has 
yen cusmiantion tad on nal settler has 

commuted homestead claim. The por- 
on 2 oe cam, bo mere nearly estimated at the 

entries than in any other manner. If public lands are 
inhabitancy, the commutation feature of the homestead 


occupantinstead of the speculator, that isall; and as a gift to him from 
a generous Nation rather than as a sale to one who shall sell to him and 
make the usual profit in the transaction. 

All the public land remains but to be held for settlers as a donation 
rather than for sale. How then is the price of railroad land to be in- 
creased ? 

Now the price of Government land in railroad limits, as the gentle- 
man knows, is $2.50 per acre, and as I have said if this bill shall pass 
this land will be free to the settlers; and does the gentleman think, will 
he argue on a moment’s reflection which he should take, but does not 
seem to have taken before debating this bill, that if the Government 
offers a farm of 160 acres as a gift to the citizen, instead of demanding 
$400 in cash for it, the citizen will be less apt to take it? Or that the 
railroad land adjoining which now retains its value of $2.50 per acre 
because the Government land is held at the same price will be worth 
$5 per acre to the settler as soon as the Government will donate its land? 

No, sir; the opposite effect will be produced, and the lands of the 
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railread companies must and will be reduced in price if they are dis- 
posed of. To the objection that in the West where the land is of a 
desert character, 160 acres is too little for a farm, I only desire to say 
asingle word. I have heard this stated during the past fhirty years 
with reference to the arid lands of the West. Then the line was east 
of the center of Kansas and Nebraska—lands there were then called 
‘*desert,’’ and regarded as valueless for the purposes of agriculture, as 
the Colorado desert is to-day. So far east as the district ted 
by the gentleman from Nebraska behind me [Mr. Lamp], the land 
was regarded only a few years ago 2s of that character. I have seen 
it then, and im recent years, and canvassed the change in condition 
with that gentleman. ‘Then a worthless desert wild; now, by the 
changes wrought by civilization, cultivation, tree-planting, sowing of 
grass, and covering the earth with verdure; possibly (many will say 
surely), by providential direction, an increased annual rainfall has, in 
less than the span of one generation, changed the order and condition 
of that country, until now, as the traveler passes over it, on the right 
hand and on the left are seen evidenecs of thrift and , hap- 
piness and contentment, the delight of the lever of his fellow and his 
country. I have seen the same thing in Kansas. Last summer I saw 
corn growing in Western Kansas on lands only a few years ago regarded 
as desert, rivaling an luxuriant growth that which I had just left in my 
own great State. 

Mr. Speaker, the line of arid lands is slowly but surely working west- 


wardly, and I hazard nothing in the prediction that gentlemen are | and wise 


now acting upon this bill who will live to see the whole region up to 
the foothills of the Rocky Mountains dotted with the happy homes of 
frugal, industrious, patriotic people, whose condition may be largely 
attributed to the statesmanship of to<day which reserved these broad 
acres for their use cheaply. 

I confess, sir, that the prodigal, yes, reckless, disposition of the public 
lands fills me with alarm for the future of this Republic. The eafety 
and security of the nation rest, as I believe, very largely in the dis- 
tribution of the lands and permanent homes among the largest possibile 
number of eur citizens. 

No nation ever was or ever will be permanexily great where this prin- 
ciple has been disregarded. And without enlarging upon the idea, 
speaking for myself instead of the committee, I ane ym be giad if the 
whole area of so-called ‘‘ desert lands’’ could be held, except as taken 
in small parcels here and therein more advantageous localities, foractual 
homes, the great body remaining for similar utilization to meet the 
growing, increasing demands of an overflowing population, crowded out 
of our cities and more densely populated portions of the Union in the 
not distant future. 

This has been the judgment of the officers of the Interior Department 
in recent years, and is to-day of most of those who have studied the 
situation in the light of past experience and present knowledge. 

We recommend the ion of the practice of selling amy of the 
public lands at private entry, by section 5 of the bill. 

The policy of disposing of public lands as a meansof raising revenue 
has long since been rejected by enlightened views of public economy. 
The policy of applying publiclands.so as to increase the number of farms 
and homesteads, SS ee titles, and pro- 


ong been declared to be the policy of this Gevernment, founded 
upon aounierGineuamentine, inspired by patriotic impulses 
looking to the preservation of republican i and enforced by 
the teachings of history and the lessons of revolutions. The public opin- 
ion of the country that the prblic domain shall be preserved for actual 
settlement hascrystallized into an imperativedemand that no more laud 
shall be sold out of the reach of the people and imto the hands ef spec- 
ulators or the of monopoly. 

The baleful shadow of monopoly is felt and feared in every portion 
of the Union; it is the overshadowing curse under which this people 
seem to rest. 

Every comfort and all the conveniences of civilized life seem to be, 
to-day, paying tribute in ene form or another to it, and I believe, Mr. 
Speaker, that the feeling of unrest and discontent, resulting in disorders 
and riots in different parts of the Unien since we have been sitting in 
this Congress, grows out of the apprehension, rather, indeed, the ap- 
preciation, that the prosperity of the people, the accumulations of labor, 
from which all material prosperity arises, is passing, through either 
the operation of improper legislation or the iamaeae of restrict- 
ive rules, into the hands of the few, to the discomfort if not actual 
danger of the rights of the masses. 

The carving out and accumulation of imperial fortunes by a few men 
inschemes of railread and telegraph enterprises, 
public in their character, secured in the way of 
enactment trom ceed teaiteomaaaiocmnee Ti 
to the verge of endurance, is not calculated to inspire the greatest con- 
fidence in the Government on the part of the laboring citizen, and it 
is no wonder that remedial is demanded. And to this ques- 


pa 9 te dy agen epee: yoann we enon nr 
tion of defective laws, such as we see all over the of 
acres in compact form in single holdings—means, Mr. Speaker, corre- 
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sponding tenant holdings by the actual cultivator and correspon, 1s 
poverty, dependence, and wretchedness. 

Te call a halt on this species of monopoly, to prevent further ste ps in 
the direction of land monopoly out of the public lands, and preserv¢ (),, 
balance for occupation as I have stated has been my aim and the ai:y 
of the Committee on the Pablic Lands in this and the last Congres 
and we have indulged the hope and have now the belief that the vot, 
on this bill will be respensive to the public demand that the pab lie 
lands of the Nation shail heresfter be held as a trast for the secu) 
free homes for free men. 

I ask unanimous consent to extend my remarks in the Recon) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. HamMonDin the chair). Is there 
objection? 

Mr. HENLEY. Lobject, unless the same leave be extended to ot}ers 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I ask unanimous consent that any gen. 
tleman may extend or publish remarks on this question in the Recoxn 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Unanimous consent is asked that a\| 
members desiring to do so may publish remarks on this question. [s 
there objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I will vote for this })j!| 
for the following reasons: 

First. Because it is in the interest of the masses of the people, who 
want homes to live on. 

Second. Because our public domain is rapidly becoming exhausted, 
should aim at holding what lands remain for the 
actual settler—for the poor man who wants a reasonable quan 
land for himself and his family. 

Third. Because 90 per cent. of the entries made under the timbe: 
culture, pre-emption, and desert-land laws have been found to be fr: adn. 
lent, and these Jaws are thus made the media for defeating the citizen 
entitled to the benefits of said laws from procuring homes upon the 
public lands. 

Fourth. Because under these laws the speculators, cattle companies 
(in many cases), foreign capitalists, and rings of swindlers with pleaty of 
cash and no character are seizing upon public lands that should go to 
the man seeking in good faith a home. 

Fifth. Because the passage of this bill will make the homestead laws 
more potential and effective for securing to each citizen a sufficient 
quantity of land for the purposes of a home. 

I regret that the bill was brought up for consideration under a sus- 
pension of the rules, which cut off all amendments and limits debate 
to a few minutes when hours should be devoted thereto. But believ- 
ing that this law will protect the man against the combination of men, 
the poor man against the rich man, the settler against the speculator, 
and save the public domain for its most sacred use, a home, | will vote 

for it, relying upon the greater deliberations of the Senate to correct any 
minor defects that may be found in the bill. 

It should not be that all rights now vested and all the 
rights of the soldier under the homestead laws are sacredly protected, 
so that whoever has taken any lawful steps under any of the laws re- 
repealed by this bill will not be disturbed, but can go forward under the 
laws and secure any right to which he is now entitled. 

Mr. COBB. I now yield to the gentleman from Iowa for one minute. 

Mr. WEAVER, of iowa. Mr, Speaker, I support this bill. The 
idea of giving to the homeless citizen a homestead is a humane one; 
but our public-land policy ought to be confined to that, and no one 
should be allowed to speculate in the common inheritance of all. This 
bill, as I understand, re euts out of our public-land system the 
idea of speculation; and that is sa siee. The present law is the law of 
the speculator and not of the honest home-seeker. There are some ex- 
ceptions to this rule, but in the main there can be no doubt about the 
correctness of my statement. The policy of this bill should have been 
adopted at the very cradle of the Republic, and not one-quarter section 
of the public lands should ever have been disposed of to corporations 
or speculators. It should have been sacredly held for homesteads. !f 
this policy had obtained labor troubles would now be unknown and the 
scandalous of the last few years would have been avoided. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to reserve the residue of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Kansas | Mr. P’rt- 
KINS] is now recognized for five minutes. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. , I regret that we have not more time 
for the discussion of this Justice can not be done to this subject 
in the limited time allowed for this debate. I do not desire to impute 
any wrong purpose to the chairman of the Committee aoe ublic 

ut in my 
legislatio: 1 


ing of 


tity of 


railroad companies and the great cattle organizations 
There is not a land-grant railroad company in the West that is not 


Mr. PERKINS. I am about to show it. under 
their land have lands which they are in a tosell to any 
man who to establish a home or who to for 

or investment. Mypnged te w, the tim- 


in this entire pa- 
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tion remaining subject to settlement is the land owned by the railroad 
companies and that which may be open to settlement under the home- 
ad law. 
On HENDERSON, of Iowa. This bill does not propose to repeal 
the homestead law. 4 ; eer 
Mr. PERKINS. I say the only land which will remain will be that 
owned by the railroad companies and that open to settlement under 
the homestead law; and to acquire land under the homestead law re- 
quires five years’ settlement upon the land, unless the settler has been 


in the military service of the country. There is in the western portion 
of my State, Colorado, and in every Western State and Territory a 


reat domain which can not be settled under the homestead law. No 
man would be willing to live five years on that arid land in order to 
acquire title to 160 acres. The effect of this legislation is to keep that 
great area open—a waste, to be occupied by the cattle companies, their 
servants, and employés. 

And it enhances the value of the railroad lands for that reason, be- 
cause they have lands they can sell. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, the point is suggested in support of this legis- 
lation that frauds are perpetrated under the pre-emption and timber- 
culture laws, and that hence they should berepealed. Ah, Mr. Speaker, 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office himself admits that under 
the homesterd law more than 40 per cent. of the entries are fraudulent. 
And hence why not repeal that law. 

Mr. PAYSON. And does he not put it upon the ground the com- 
mutation homestead law may be rendered inoperative at the end of six 
months? 

Mr. PERKINS. No, sir; heshows that underthecommutation home- 
stead law more frauds are perpetrated than under any otier iaw, and 
yet this bill provides for keeping this commutation law in 
existence but amends it somewhat; that is, the act under which the 
greatest frauds are perpetrated is to remain if this proposed legislation 
is enacted into law. 

Mr. PAYSON. Of course the gentleman desires to be acentzie? 

Mr. PERKINS. Certainly I do. 

Mr. PAYSON. Let me ask a question, then. 

PERKINS. - Certain! 


Mr. y. 
Mr. PAYSON. Do yousay the commutation homestead law is more 


ad than the pre-emption law when amended as provided in 
the pending bill ? 
Mr. PERKINS. No; I donot. But I dosay that the commutation 


homestead law is still left upon the statute-book with an amendment 
if this bill passes. And if they can amend the statute under which the 
greatest frauds are being perpetrated, why is it they can notamend the 

ion law? Why can not they amend the timber-culture law so 
as to prevent frauds which are now perpetrated under it? 

If we can amend the commutation homestead law so as to prevent 
fraud, we can also amend these other statutes pertaining to our public 
domain so as to prevent frauds from being perpetrated underthem. For, 

to the report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
i under the commutation 
And he says farther in his 


down. 
In my judgment, Mr. Speaker, the people of the West regard this 
as wrong. ‘There are no settlers here asking for the passage 


such measure. On the contrary, they are against it. No peti- 
tion has been here from them asking for any such legislation. 
Men homes upon the public domain are not asking for the pas- 
sage of this bill. Itis under the beneficent provisions of the pre-emption 


law that our Western States and Territories have had their wonderful 


growth and If frauds are practiced, let us amend and 
perfect our statutes so as to prevent them; but do not let us in our zeal 
strike down the ion under which the waste places of the piains 


i and converted into happy and productive homes, 
great prairies of the West occupied and converted into the grow- 
- to be found in every State and Territory west 

ver. 
Mr. do not believe that any member upon this floor wants 
the growth or development of our country or desires to protect 
those who are acquiring our public domain, and hence do 
the railroad ies and the great cattle 
prayers for the repeal of all legislation affecting our 
the homestead law. I wonld not, Mr. Speaker, 
man of the excellent provisions of the homestead law, but 
who break the prairies and reclaim the arid 
wholesome statutes, which, if properly 
amended and ey cnened, will preserve every acre of our remain- 
ae patie heats honest settler and pioneer, that homes may be 
and industry find employment where now all is waste or unau- 
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I yield now to the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. 


Mr. COBB. 
O’ NEILL}. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Speaker, this bill is a rainbow of hope to the 
idle workmen of the country, who, when crowded from the ranks of 
industry by labor-saving machinery and the exigencies of trade, in- 
stinctively turn to the country, where honest toil can at least produce 
the necessaries of life. 

To prevent the further theft of the public domain by fraudulent pre- 
emptions, timber-culture, and desert claims, as this bill proposes to do, 
mukes it, in my judgment, the best bill this Congress can pass for the 
benefit of labor. 


Let no member be swerved from his duty by the alleged technical 
errors in the bill; pass it, and let the ¢rrors be rectified hereafter. It 
is an absolute repeal of those laws which have permitted the theft of 
millions of acres, and unless repealed, within a few years the remaining 
public land will be in the hands of syndicates and alien lords. 

Save the land for the actual settler and redeem your pledges to the 


people. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. COBB. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from N 
[Mr. McApoo}. 

Mr. McADOO. Mr. Speaker, the pressure of population will settle 
the public lands without the additional incentive of these acts which 
it is proposed to repeal. The day is approaching, in my judgment, 
when people will rise up and call the man blessed who will raise his 
voice to save the public domain from still further diminution. 

It has been stated in the public prints that the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office had made exaggerated statements. Now, sir, the 
statements of the Commissioner of the General Land Office as to this 
matter were based upon reports of special inspectors returned to that 
office long before he came into the Interior Department as chief of the 
General Land Office. And before going further I desire to read éom 
those inspectors’ reports a brief extract: 

As to the proportion of land entered under the timber-culture act that is not 
improved as required by that act, I give it as my opinion that in Kansas, Ne- 


braska, and Dakota the proportion is 90 per cent. to 10 per cent. of bona fide and 
possibly successful cultivation. 


Jersey 


Let Congress repeal these laws, for while they are on the statute-book, 
however bad they may be, they are the supreme law of this land and 
beyond the legitimate control of any executive officer. Let us remove 
the evil, and so give no incentive to Department-made laws. Half the 
trouble with our revenue and other laws comes from false and absurd 
constructions and explanations and rulings of Executive Departments. 
The Congress of the United States is the sole law-making power in Fed- 
eral matters. The time has come to stop the wholesale stealing of the 
land of the people. The hired minions of foreign noblemen are prob- 
ably this very day grabbing tracts of the public domain under color of 
these laws. The land-grabber, alien or domestic, must go. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. COBB. I yield for one minute to the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. SprRinerr]. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, in the brief time allotted to me it 
is of course impossible to explain the provisions of this bill. But, in 
short, it repeals all the land laws of the United States except those 
which provide for taking the public domain under homestead provisions 
by actual settlement. In order to prevent frauds which have been per- 
petrated upon the Government whereby the public lands have been 
taken up in great bodies this bill has been recommended by the Land 
Office and by the Interior Department. 

It has been shown during the last four years the public domain has 
been rapidly disappearing, and thatsoon there will be none left for actual 
settlement. Great corporations, many of them foreign in their origin 
and ownership, are represented as holding large tracts. My colleague 
[Mr. Payson] referred to the fact that the Earl of Dunraven had se- 
cured under the pre-emption laws about 6,000 acres in Estes Park, Col- 
orado. Thereport of Commissioner Sparks, of the General Land Office, 
exhaustively treats of this subject, and urgently recommends the repeal 
of all land laws except the homestead law. Under the operation of 
that law actual settlers can secure homes; but those who make pre- 
emption locations as the employés of rich corporations will be deprived 
of their occupations. The greatest abuses, frands, and land piracies 
have been perpetrated under the operation of the pre-emption, timber- 
culture, and desert-land acts. Their total repeal isdemanded by every 
consideration of the public good. Let this bill pass, and the public 
lands will hereafter be held solely as homes for the people. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Speaker, as I was about saying at the outset of my 
remarks upon this bill, it is one of the most important, in my judg- 
ment and in the judgment of the majority of the Committee on the 
Public Lands, of any of the bills that have been pending betore that 
committee or the House with reference to our public land system. 
There is no doubt of the fact that our public lands are being squandered 
daily by thousands and hundreds of thousands of acres. 

They are being taken up by speculators under these various laws; 
that is to say, the three laws which we now propose to repeal by the 

ge of this act. Under the timber-culture law you can go now 
into the States of Kansas and Nebraska, and gentlemen from those 
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States know the fact, for I have seen it with my own eyes and know 
what I speak of, and find thousands of acres of land which have been 
taken up under the timber-culture act upon which there is not one 
shrub, although they claim to have title to them. 

So it is also with reference to the desert-land act. Under that act 
you will find thousands of acres taken up which are the very finest 
character of agricultural lands. The reports from the Land Office show 
that they are taken up by fraud and perjury, as everybody must know. 

I have the proof before me showing that sixty-three men were taken 
up the Columbia River on a steamboat under the direction of guides 
who had first examined the quality of the lands, and these men were 
placed on a different 160-acre tract of the best timber-land, and they 
remained there overnight, and made the proof of entry by committing 
perjury and assigned their claims to a certain lumber company, for 
which they were paid a small sum cash by said company, and the com- 
pany now claims the land. 

Mr. PETERS. Have not those entries been suspended ? 

Mr. COBB. No, sir; not in all cases. 

Mr. PETERS. Why have they not been? 

Mr. SPRINGER. They will be if this bill passes. 

Mr. COBB. That is one of the objects of passing this bill, to secure 
the suspension of just such fraudulent entries. 

The SPEAKER. The time allowed for debate has expired. 

The question is upon the motion of the gentleman from Indiana to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. On account of the importance of this bill I ask the 
yeas and nays upon it. 

Mr. PETERS and others also demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MCKENNA. I wish to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. McKENNA. If this motion should be voted down, will the bill 
be referred back to the committee and retain its place on the Calendar? 

The SPEAKER. It will retain its place where it now is upon the 
Calendar. 

The Clerk will call the roll. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Conn, there were— 
yeas 184, nays 42, not voting 97; as follows: 


YEAS—1&. 
Adams, J, J. Davis, Kelley, Reese, 
Allen, J. M. Dawson, Ke _ Riges. 
Anderson, C. M. Dibble, Laffoon, rison, 
Baker, Dockery, La Follette, Romeis, 
Ballentine, Dunn, Landes, Sadler, 
Barnes, Eldredge, Lanham, Sawyer, 
Barry, Elisberry, Le Fevre, Sayers, 
Bayne, Ermentrout, Lehibach, Scranton, 
Beach, K-verhart, Lindsley, Seymour, 
Belmont, Farquhar, Long, Shaw, 
Bennett, Findlay, Lovering, Singleton, 
Bingham, Foran, Lowry, Skinner, 
Blanchard, Ford, Mahones, Snyder, 
Bland, perney, aan Sowden, 
luiler, atson, Springer 
Blount, Gallinger, McAdoo, Steele, ' 
Boyle, Gay, ‘ St. n, 
Breckinridge,C.R. Geddes, A Stone, W. J., Ky 
Breckinridge, WCP.Gibson, C. H. McKinley, Swope, 
Browne, T. M. Gibson, Eustace MeMillin, Tarsney, 
Brown, W, WW. Glass, McRae, Taulbee. 
Buchanas Glover, Merriman, Taylor, Zach. 
Buck, Green, W. J. Miller, Thomas, J. R. 
Burnes, Guenther, Mills, Throckmorton, 
Burrows, Halsell, Mitchell, Townshend, 
Bynum, Hammond, Morgan, Trigg, 
Cabell, larris, Morrison, Turner, 
Campbell, Felix Hatch, Neal, Van Eaton, 
Campbell, J. Hayden, Neece, Van Schaick, 
Campbell, J. E \ Negley, ade, 
Cannon, Henderson, D. B Wadsworth, 
Carleton, Henley, O'Neill, J. J. Wait, 
Catchings, epburn, W 
Clardy, Herbert, Outhwaite, Ward, T. B. 
Cobb, Hiestand, Parker, ‘arner, A. 
Collins Hill, Payne, Weaver, A. J. 
Compton, Hires, Payson, Weaver, J. B. 
z Hiscock, Peel eber, 
Conger, Holman, Pettibone, Wellborn, 
Cowles, Hopkins, Phelps, West, 
Cox, : mg Plumb, ee o 
Crisp, u n, , White, 
Culberson, Irion, Ranney, Willis, 
Daniel, James, . 
em J D , T. B. Ww 
Davidson, A.C. Jones, J. H Reid, J. W Worthington. 
NAYS—42, 
Adams, G. E. Hitt, Nelson, Strait 
Alien, ©. H. Holmes, O'Donnell, Struble, 
Anderson, J. A. Houk, O'Hara, Swin 
Bound, Kleiner, Perkins, 
Brady ttle, Perry, oO. B. 
Caswell, Louttit, 
Dorsey, Il, Price, 
a an , Rice, Warner, William 
em . offatt, Ryan, x 
Bs m, Morrill, Smalls, 
Hermann, Morrow, Spooner, 
NOT VOTING—97. 
Aiken, Atkinson, Barksdale, Bragz, 
Arnot, Barbour, Boutelle, Brown, C. E. 


Brumm, Felton, Lawler, Spriggs, 
Burleigh Fisher, ee Stablnecker 
r c 4 are, tephenson 
Butterworth, Frobeisk, Markham, omens Charles 
Caldwell, Funston, Maybury, Stewart, J. \ 
—— T. J Gilfillan, Millard, Stone, E. r 
ler, ff, Milliken, Stone, W. J. Mo 
Clements, Green, R. 8. Muller, Storm, . 
Cole, Grosvenor, Murphy, Taylor, E. F 
r, b Norwood, Taylor, I. H 
n, Hall O’ Ferrall, Taylor, J. M 
Croxton, Hanback, O'Neill, Charles Tucker, 
Curtin, Harmer, Owen, Viele, 
Cu " Haynes, Pidcock, Wakefield 
Davenpo' Henderson, J. 8. Pindar, Ward, J. H 
Davidson, R.H.M. Hewitt, Pirce, White, Milo 
Dingley, Hudd, Richardson, Wilkins, 
herty, Jackson, Rockwell, Wilson, 
Dowdney, Johnson, F. A. Rogers, Wise. 
Dunham, Johnston, J.T. Rowell, Woodburn 
Eden, Jones, J. ir Scott, 
E} King, Seney, 
rd, Sessions, 







(two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules were suspended and 
he bill was ; 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I ask unanimous consent to dispense with the 
reading of the names of those voting. 

Mr. MORRISON. Iobject. We have pleniy of time to-day for that 

The Clerk then recapitulated the names of those voting. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. I voted upon this bill, although I am paired 
with my colleague [Mr. GRosvExcn;. I assume that if he were pres. 
ent he would vote the same way. 

Mr. DAVIS. Tam paired on all political questions with Mr. Axor. 
I do not regard this as a question of that character, and do not know 
how he would vote; but ! have voted for the bill. 

The following additional pics were announced: 

Mr. HANBACK with Mr. Owen. 

Mr. Hupp with Mr. Jounson, of New York. 

Mr. CALDWELL with Mr. STEPHENSON, for the remainder of the day. 

Mr. PINDAR with Mr. HAYNES. 

Mr. LAWLER with Mr. Ety. 

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, I agreed to pair with Mr. Camppett, 
my colleague from New York. Not knowing how he would vote, 
though I presume he weuld have voted for the bill, I have voted for it 
and I desire my vote to stand. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recordud 


PUBLIC BUILDING, SPRINGFIELD, MO. 


Mr.WADE. Mr. Speaker, I move tosuspend the rules and discharge 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union from the 
further consideration of the bill (H. R. 1391) to provide for the erection 
of a public building at Springfield, Mo., and pass the bil! with the 
amendments by the committee. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he here!vy is, au- 
thorized and directed to purchase or otherwise provide a suitable site, and cause 
ringfi in the State of Missouri,a sub- 


stan public building, with fire-proof vaults, for the use and 
accommodation of the in -revenue office, pension office, and for 
other Government uses. The site,and the building thereon, when completed 
according to plans and specifications to be previously made and approved by 
the of the Treasury, shall not exceed the cost of $100,000 ; ai. ‘le site 

rehased leave the building une to danger from fire in adjacent 

Idings by an open space of at 50 including streets and alleys; and 
for the purpose herein mentioned the sum of $100,000 is hereby appropriated, 
out of any in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended 
under the di nm of the of the Treasury: Provided, That no part 
of said sum shall be expended a valid title to the said site shal! be vested 


in the United States; and the State of Missouri shall cede to the United States 


exclusive jurisdiction over the same, d the time the United States shall be 
or remain the owner thereof, for all purposes except the administration of the 
criminal laws of said State and the service of any civil process therein. 

The committee recommend theadoption of the following amend ments: 
In lines 13 and 17, strike out the words ‘one hundred,”’ where they occur in 

place, and insert = word “seventy-five;”’ so that it will read * $75,000 is 

Mr. MORRISON. I demand a second. — 
Mr. MorRIson and Mr. WADE were appointed tellers. — 
The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 150, nocs not 


counted. 

So (no further count being demanded) a second was ordered. 

The Under the rules thirty minutes are allowed for de- 
bate, and the Chair will recognize 


nois, Mr. MORRISON, in motion. ae 9 sry 
Mr. WADE. I reserve my time. [Cries of ‘‘Vote!’’ “Vote: 
Mr. MORRISON. Let us have the report read. 
The report by (Mr. WADE) was read, as follows: 


int Louis 

ncieeo Rationd tna tne Kataat Oy, Sprincheld ad Mesa 
ee ere nee S susith, Ark; bas 
_ Ark. ; hav« 

n no 3,00 a increasing in ee pniation, wealth and manufact- 


the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. 
of and the gentleman from Illi- 


ures, and if the increase for the last two years is maintained will in !**) 
have a population of 40,000. 


The country tributary to Springfield is unsurpassed in gies; manors’. 
= ferri Northwest Arkansas, and 
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| 
Springfield has five banks, two national and three private, with a capital stock 


,00U, 

ote amount expended in the erection of buildings and improvements in two 
cities in the year of 1885 was $1.800,000. The cities have several lines of street 
railroad, water-works, gas-works, and electric-light plant; have the very best 
school system, employing fifty teachers; have a college (Drury) employing 
seven and a number of teachers in the primary department, an acad- 
emy (Lorretta) with a full corps of teachers. The educational! facilities of these 
cities are unsUrpa: : ee : - 

There are in operation in these cities three foundries and machine-shops, 
which manufacture steam-engines, agricultural implements, water-works sup- 
plies, &e., six large flouring mills, four planing mills, one large cotton-mill, an 
extensive woolen-mil}, tobacco factories, cigar manufactories, and many other 
manufacturing establishments, among which is an extensive wagon-factory 
employing several hundred men, — 

The shops of both the Saint Louis and San Francisco and the Kansas City and 
Springfield and Memphis Railroads are located there. The former shops employ 
fifteen hundred men; the latter shops rre in proces of erection, and when com- 

ete will be the mostextensive in the State and wi! employ two thousand men. 
S Saint Louis and San Francisco Railroad extends from Saint Louis, Mo., to 
San Francisco, Cal., connecting at Fort Siaith with the Southern system of rail- 
roads, and at Vinita, Ind. T., with the Texas system. The Kansas City, Spring- 
field and Memphis Railroad extends from Kansas City, Mo., to Memphis, Tenn., 
connecting at latter place with roads leading to all Eastern and Southern sea- 
poard cities. There are practically eight roads centering in Springfield. 

The land office has been located here for many years, and contains many val- 
uable records. These records are now kept in rooms in the third story of a 
building wr much exposed to fire, and in the event of the building taking fire 
would be lost. 

The mails that are received here necessitate a large force to receive and dis- 
tribate same, and require a large and properly arranged building to accommo- 
date both the mail in transit and the local mail. The number of employés in 
both offices is eight, and the rent of buildings that would properly accommo- 
date the peapte both cities would be $2,000. 

This bill is to consolidate the two offices of Springfield and North Springfield, 
thus saving the Government $2,500 and giving better facilities for both towns. 

The total expense of the two offices for the year 1885 was $6,757.50 and the net 
revenue to the Government upon expenses $14,000.70. 

» The committee recommend thatthe bi!l be amended as follows: Strike outin 
lines 16 and 17 “‘one hundred” and substitute “seventy-five,” and that when 
so amended the bill shall be passed. 


The SPEAKER. If no gentleman desires to address the House the 
question is upon the motion made by the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. WADE]. 

Mr. WADE. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. SPRINGER]. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’’ ‘‘ Vote!’’] 

Mr. SPRING As the House seems desirous of passing the bill, 
I shall not occupy any time in advocating it. 

The question taken, there were—ayes 121, noes 8. 

Mr. COWLES. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER. A quorum not having voted, the Chair appoints 
as tellers the gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. CowLes, and the 
gentleman from Missouri, Mr. WADE. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 164, noes 5. 


So (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the bill was passed. 


BRIDGE ACROSS STATEN ISLAND SOUND. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND. I move that the rules be suspended and that 
the bill (S. 121) to authorize the construction of a bridge across the 
Sound, known as Arthur Kill, and to establish the same 
as a post-road, be taken from the House Calendar and passed. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c, That it shall be lawful for the Staten Island Rapid Transit 
Railroad Seen a corporation existing under the laws of the State of New 
York, and the timore and New York Railroad Company, a corporation exist- 

under the laws of the State of New Jersey, or either of said companies, to 

id and maintain a bridge across the Staten Island Sound,or Arthur Kill, 
New Jersey to Richmond County, New York, for the passage of railroad 
thereon, and to lay on and over said brid 

for the perfect connection of any railroads that are or shall be con- 
to the said sound at or opposite said point; and in case of any litigation 
ruction to the free navigation of said sound on ac- 

ae the cause may be tried before the circuit court of the United 
said States in which any portion of said obstruction or bridge 
that all peal companies desiring to use the said bridge shall 
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be entitled to rights and privileges in the over the same, 
of the and fixtures thereof and of ail the approaches 
reasonable compensation to be paid to the owners of said bridge, 
such terms and conditions as shall »e eemained by the Secre- 
hearing the allegations and proofs of the parties in case they 


said bridge shall be consiructed as a pivot draw-bridge, with a 
main channel of the sound at an accessible and navigable point, 
of not less than 200 feet in length in the clear on each side of the 
of the draw; and said spans shall not be less than 32 feet 
measuring to the lowest member of the bridge 
also, That said draw shall be opened promptly, 
en trains are passing over the said bridge, 
construction shall not be such as to admit of 
of said bridge when closed; but in no case shall 
opening the said draw after the passage of trains ; 
corporation shall maintain, at its own expense. from 
lights or other signals on said bridge as the Light-House 


constructed under this act and according to its limit- 
mre, and shall be recognized and known as a 

ee ere which also no higher charge shall be made for the transmis- 
sion mails, troops, and the munitions of war of the 
United their transportation over the rail- 
leading to said bridge; and the United States shall 

across said bridge. 
, With a detailed map of the 
the proposed site of the and near thereto, exhibiting the depths 


be submitted to Secretary of War for his approval, and 
until he approve the plas nad location of said bridge it shall not be built; but 
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upon the approval of said plan by the Secretary of War the said companies, cr 
eitther of them, may proceed to the erection of said bridge in conformity with 
said approved plan; and should any change be made in the plan of said bridge 

ss of the work thereon, such change shall be subject likewise 
to the approval of the Secretary of War. If the Secretary of War shall at any 
time deem any change or alteration necessary in the said bridge so that the 


} Same shall not obstruct navigation, or if he shall think the removal of the whole 


structure necessary,the alteration so required or the removal of the whole 
structure shall be made at the expense of the parties owning said bridge; and 
if said bridge shall not be finished within two years from the passage of this 
act, *he rights and privileges hereby granted shall determine and cease. 

Sec.5. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is here 
reserved. 

Mr. SPEAKER. 

Mr. MORRISON. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. 
be considered as ordered. 

There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. Thirty minutes are allowed for debate—tfifteen 
minutes on each side. The gentleman from Illinois, Mr. TOWNSITEND, 
will control the time in favor of the proposition, and the gentleman 
from Illinois, Mr. MORRISON, will control the time against i 
of ‘* Vote!” ‘‘ Vote! si 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I have no desire to make a Speec h, bat gfen- 
tlemen have insisted something should be said. 

Mr. MORRISON. I want to know all about this matter. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Thenas the object of the billis generally well 
known I will consume but a few minutes in its explanation. 

This bill makes it lawful for the Staten Island Rapid Transit Railroad 
Company and the Baltimore and New York Railroad Company, corpora- 
tions existing under the States of New York and New Jersey, respect 
ively, to construct a railway bridge across the Staten Island Sound, 
knownas Arthur Kill, ator near Elizabeth, N. J., and the town of North 
field, upon Staten Island, New York. It provides that the bridge shall 
be constructed as a pivot draw-bridge, with a draw over the main channel 
of the sound at an accessible and navigable point and with spans of not 
less than 200 feet in the clear on each side of the central or pivot pier of 
the draw, and that these spans shall not be less than 32 feet above low- 
water mark measuring to the lowest member of the bridge superstruct- 
ure. The bill further provides that the plan and location of the bridge 
shall be submitted to the Secretary of War and receive his approval be- . 
fore it-can be constructed. 

The bill, Mr. Speaker, was reported favorably by unanimous vote by 
the Senate committee. It has passed the Senate nearly unanimously, 
there being but five votes against it. It has been reported by the 
House Committee on Commerce unanimously, and is now here for final 
action. This is the identical bill which has passed the Senate without - 
any amendment whatever. I will also say that it was before Congress 
during the last term, and was reported favorably by the House com- ° 
mittee, but no action was then reached upon it. It is not probable 
any action can be had upon it during this session except by the motion 
I have made. 

I am impelled in making this motion by a belief that it is in the in- 
terest of the general commerce of the country, and especially in the in- 
terest of the people of the Mississippi Valley and the Southern States. 
The present terminal facilities on the New Jersey shore fronting New 
York Bay do not exceed 2} miles, which is now entirely occupied by a 
few railroads, private corporations, and business houses, who demand 
such enormous sums for any portion of these facilities as practically ren- 
der it impossible for any competing railroad to afford the purchase of a 
sufficient entrance there. 

If this bill be passed it will result in a bridge being thrown across 
the Arthur Kill or Staten Island Sound ofabout 600 yards in length, and 
thereby give access tosome 10 miles of deep water on the north and east 
coast of Staten Island. Theinadequacy of terminal facilities for receiv- 
ing, storing, and shipping at New York enable those having a monopoly of 
the present facilities to impose a heavy tax on the commerce of the 
West and South. This bill will open the gateway of commerce at New 
York to competition, and will utilize the much-needed and excellent 
harbor on Staten Island for railway connection with foreign and domes- 
tie shipping in New York Bay. 

If this bridge be constructed a new competitive line will be found in 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, which controls 3,000 miles 
of railroad, extending to Cincinnati, Chicago, and Saint Lonis, and con- 
necting with the Southern and Western systems of railroads. Other 
railroad companies desiring to use the bridge will be entitled to equal 
rights and privileges in the passage over the same on just and equitable 
terms. 

It is, therefore, a bill which will result in the reduction of terminal 
charges by wholesome competition. It is well known the cost of trans- 
portation of agricultural products comesoff the producer, and when you 
ean reduce that cost you increase the value of the product in the hands 
of producers. Imports for the South and West will also by this means 
find cheaper rates of transportation. 

The harbor of New York is the common property of the nation. New 
York is the great market, depot, and shipping point both for the ex- 
ports and imports of the whole country. ‘‘The harbor of New York 

is in the fullest sense the harbor of the whole country.’’ ‘‘ Here,’’ as 
has been said, ‘‘all the nerves and arteries of the body-politic converge. 


by expressly 
Is a second demanded ? 


I demand a second ? 
I ask unanimous consent that a sccond may 


(Cries 
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Here are the vital puleations of commerce and nationalenergy.’’ There- 
fore the facilities at that point which will promote ample, free, rapid, 
and cheap transportation are of the greatest importance to all sections 
and classes in this country. 

The constraction of this bridge will extend the present limited wharf 
and harbor facilities of the city of New York by making them five 
times greater. The deep-water froniage on Staten Island will enable 
cars loaded with the grain of the West, the cotton of the South, and 
the other products of the country to discharge their freight immediately 
into the vessels which convey them to foreign countries, and the im- 
ports which are brought to the port of New York may be loaded from 
the vessels that bring them upon the trains which will distribute them 
through the country, thereby avoiding the payment of the present enor- 
mous and at times extortionate charges for lighterage, ferriage, and 
other terminal charges. It is unnecessary for me to dwell lenger upon 
the immense value of the construction of a bridge across this narrow 
stream to the general commerce of the country. 

The report of Major Gillespie, of the Engineer Corps, shows that the 
construction of the bridgein the manner proposed will not seriously in- 
terfere with the navigation of the Arthur Kill. In the construction of 
any bridge across a stream on which there is much commerce some in- 
terference wil) occur, but any such interference in this instance is ut- 
terly insignificant in comparison with the immense advantages that will 
result to the commerce of the whole country. 

i have nothing more to say, except that I am convinced, as was the 
Senate committee and as was the House committee, that this bill is in 
the interest of the general commerce not only of the West and South, 
but of the entire country. I think, therefore, the bill ought to pass. 

I ask that the report of the Senate committee may be read. 

The Committee on Commerce, to\whom was referred the bill (S. 121) to au- 


thorize the construction of a across the Staten Island Sound, known as 
— Kill, and to establish the same as a post-road, beg leave to report as fol- 
ows: 

This bil) makes it lawful for the Staten Island Rapid Transit Railroad Com- 
pany and the Baitimore and New York Railroad Company, corporations exist- 
ing under the States of New York and New Jersey respectively, to construct a 
railway bridge across the Staten Jsland Sound, known as Arthur Kill, at or near 
Elizabeth, N.J.,and the town of N upon Staien Island, New York. 

It provides that the bridge shal! be constructed as a pivot draw-bridge, witha 
draw over the main channel of the sound at an and navigable point 
and with spans of not less than 200 feet in the clear on each side of the central 
or pivot pier of the draw, and that these spans shall not be less than 32 fect above 
low-water mark measuring to the lowest member of the bridge superstricture. 
The bill further the plan and location of the bridge shall be sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of War and receive his approval before it can be con- 
structed 


The committee gave opportunity to all parties interested to present 
their arguments in favor of or against the bill, and, after carefully considering 
the same, now state their conclusions as follows: 

(1) Staten Island So: or Arthur Kill, is a tidal water way separating New 
Jersey from Staten Island, New York. ‘The bill does not locate the site of the 
bridge, but leaves the same to be determined 
conceded, — <p im the before 
which the rai 
by them should be approved by th 
border of the town of Elizabeth, where the so: 
width. Some of the opponenw of the bill did not object to the 
the bridge across the sound, but to the location as chosen 
paaies. The committee, however, are of 
tion of the br 


ene 
navigable streams we find that the Secretary of War 
power to locate the bridge and approve the plans thereof, 

— has been presented to the committee warranting a departure from this 
‘orm usage. 
(2) Staten Island Sound is an important water way connecting Newark 
and Kil) von Kull with Raritan Bay, and this sound there is carried 
extensive commerce. The shores on either in the main are low, flat 


River. 
their rien vallen | 
the Lehigh V Railroad Company. 
shown by the report of Major Gillespie, for the 
ee tons, ny ey Am (see page 4 
report ° tonnage was 2,293, 
From the Raritan River came, first, th 
and Raritan Canal, conn 
shown by that (page to 1 ; 
from manufa: ng and other establishments 
and which was carried in small sail-boats or 
same report as 409,938 tons. 
What of this entire tonnage 
takes known as the outer channel 
and what of the same passes 
Sandy Hook and up the coast, the committee 
termining; it was, however, conclusively shown to the comm 
admitted by all parties, that the 
and the Delaware and Raritan Canal, 
York Harbor and to perts situated 
almost exclusively in canal-boats and 
in large tows. sometimes 
ceal, and drawa by tugs. 
and Raritan Canal are brought down the 
through the draw-bridge ofthe Central Railroad of New Jersey at the 
the Raritan River. The of 200 


would 


Hl 


| 
Levee 
E 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JUNE 7, 


boats and barges will readily pass under the bridge constructed 30 feet abo. 
low-water mark without the draw thereof being open, and it was shown tot), 
committee thata large proportion of the tugs were provided with smokc-«: 
of such a height that they could readily under the bridge without the op : 
ing of the draw. Moreover, it is a well-known fact that the smoke-staci-. .; 
these tugs can be so constructed that they can be lowered while passing und., 
a bridge, and that this form of construction is quite common, if not almost x, 
versal, upon the Western rivers, where the boatsare frequently required to joy». 
their stacks while passing under bridges constructed withoutadraw. 
The committee call attention to the fact that the bill does not fix the exa- 
height at which the bridge is to be constructed above low-water mark.) pre 
scribes that it shall be constructed not less than 30 feet above the same. lea, ,, 
to the y of War to determine whether, under all the circumstanocs +). 
bridge shall be constructed a few feet higher than the minimum prescribed |, 
the bill. The committee call attention to the fact that very much of this eo, 
merce that will pass through this bridge has not only come through the [e|. 
ware and Raritan Canal, but has come in tows through the 200-foot draw at {), 
mouth of the Raritan River. The committee are not aware that a draw o) 
ibed by the bill has ever been required by ( 
. The New York and Greenbush Railroad Company's 
bridge is constructed across the Hudson River, near Albany, with a draw of 7) 
feet, and above this draw are made up the large tows of canal-boats com ing fro. 
the Erie Canal and destined to New York, and through it also pass al! tlic Jay, 
steamers plying beiween New York and Albany. oo 
The lake commerce of the city of Chicago is accommodated upon the Chica, 
River, and at least 99 per cent. of the same passes through one draw-bridge and 
90 per cent. passesthrough five draw-bridges. Overthe Chicago River there ro 
some thirty-three bridges with draws therein,and nove of them, we belicy; 
are of greater width than that ae by the bill. Under the act of Congres, 
approved the 3d day of March, 1883, the construction of a bridge of the New 
York, Boston and Providence Kailroad across the Thames Riv: 
or near New London, Conn., was a ; location and plans thereof 
were to be ved by a board of Army and Navy officers designated by the 
Secretaries of War and Navy. After full discussion this board has approved 
lan of a with a draw of substantially the same length as that provided 
n the bill, through this draw the sound steamers of the Norwich line 
and large ocean craft, and the United States war vessels destined to the naval 
station which is situated some distance above the bridge. Across the Harlem 
River in New York bridges have recently been constructed and approved by 
the i of the Army with draws of considerably less width than the one 
proposed by this bill; oa under these bridges and through these draws passes 
an immense commerce,as well as the large car floats and tows of the New 
and Hudson River Railroad to the High Bridge terminus of that 


line. 

it is a fact well known that there is scarcely a navigable water way in New 
Jersey which has not been bridged under the authority of the Legislature of 
that State. The large commerce of the city of Newark, with a population of 
150,000 inhabitants, and of its towns through the draws of 
the numerous bridges across the Newark Bay the Passaic River, and none 
of these draws have a width than 80 feet, and the extent and value of 
the commerce and the number of vessels passing the same is shown by 
the above-mentioned report of Major Gillespie (page 742). All of these bridges 
across the Newark Bay and the Passaic River are so low that the draws are re- 
quired to be opened even for the smallest craft. 

that the commerce of Arthur Kill! 
draw. It was shown to the committee that 
. ee ——_ and craft a kind, but 
course these wou ve no culty in passing through t raw-bridge. 
through the Arthur Kill, and only when in tow, 
that vessels of this character would be affected 

by the construction of this bridge. 

The committee refer to the fact that a bill similar to this received the unani- 
mous approval of the Senate Committee on Commerce at the last session, and 
they also refer to and make a partof this report the report of the Secretary of 
Warand the communications of the War Department in rd to the previous 

hich contained: provisions substantially the same as the one now in ques- 

oo call special attention to the following language of Major Gillerpic, 
Engineers: 

““The proposed clear width of 200 feeton either side of the pivot will be ample 

revent interference with the security and convenience of navigation of 

. It is a comprehensive enterprise, which, if successfully carried 

out, will add greatly to the commercial character of the island and the adja- 

cent shores,and the bridges may be safely authorized to be built under the re- 

strictions of the bill without any detriment to commerce, present or pros- 

In the report of Major Gillespie the Chief of Engineers concurred, and the 
same was approved by the of War. ; 

The two corporations which the bill are authorized to construct this 
are now controlled by the Baltimoreand Ohio Railroad Company, which 

an independent outlet New York Harbor. eet 

lines, so controlling some 3,000 miles o 

oe ae Saint Louis on the southwest, 

Chicago in the north and north west. 
eastern shore of Staten Island 
depth of water for the ac- 

i eieen eome direct to 
shores and unload their cargoes 
can be loaded directly into cars for 
Terminal charges for lighterage from 
the warehouse to the railroad will 
ew York Harbor was a 
compan also propose to 
from etiestbom soles of 
‘ork city, and which is im- 
lines in New 


will therefore serve a very important pubic 
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to resolutions passed by the Legislature of New Jersey, touching the authority 
of Congress in these premises, and in fact denying that authority. They there- 
fore submit their views as to this question. hey also annex communications 
from the Secre of War. 7 ; 

The committee not deem it necessary to enter into an extended discus- 
sion of the power of Congress to pass acts authorizing the construction of bridges 
over interstate water ways. This power has been exercised too frequently to 
be now the — of serious denial. To cite a single instance among the 
statutes by the Forty-seventh Congress, there are twenty-four acts in 
substantially the same terms as the present bill authorizing railroad companies 
to build over navigable rivers within and between States; hardly a ses- 
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sion of Congress passes without similar authority being conferred upon a rail- | 


road or company to bridge some navigable stream. 
In 1876 the State of South Carolina filed a bill in the Supreme Court of the 


United States against the State of Georgia and the Secretary of War to prevent | 
the United States engineers from building a crib across ene channel of the Sa- 


vannah River in order to deepen the others. The court dismissed the bill, and 
in doing so used the following language : 

“They (the States before the adoption of the Federal Constitution) had ple- 
nary authority to make improvements in the bed of a river, to divert the water 
from one nel to another, and to plant obstructions in it at their will, but 
the power to regulate commerce conferred by the Constitution is that which 

riously existed in the States. The power to regulate commerce confers the 
control for that pu to the extent necessary of all the navigable rivers of 
the United States w are accessible from a State other than those in which 
they lie; for this purpose they are the _— property of the United States, sub- 
ject to all the _— legislation by Congress."’ (South Carolina vs. Georgia, 
— the court said : . 

“ Every structure erected in the bed of a river, whether in the channel or not, 
would be an obstruction. It might be a light-house erected on a submerged 
sand-bank, or a jetty pushed out into the stream to narrow the water way,or a 
pier of a bridge standing where vessels now pass.”’ 

It is true that the States retain the power to authorize the construction of 
bridges across navigable streams as long as the subject is not regulated by Con- 
gress, but the moment that Congress, in pursuance of the power delegated to it 
by the Constitution, exercises its right to authorize the construction of bridges, 
State enactments contrary thereto become null and void. This is a doctrine 
settled by numerous decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
upon which Gongress has uniformly acted. In the case of Gillman ws. Phila- 
delphia (8 Wallace, 713) the court, referring to the construction of bridges, uses 


“The States have always exercised this power, and, from the nature and ob- 
jects of the two systems of government, they must always continue to exercise 
kauiject, however, in all cases to the paramount authority of Congress when- 
ever the power of the State shall be exerted within the sphere of the commer- 
cial power which belongs to the nation.”’ 


” ¥ may interpose, whenever it shall be deemed necessary ; by 
general or laws it may regulate all bridges over navigable waters, re- 
move bridges,and punish those who shall thereafter erect them. 
Within the ere of their authority both the legislative and judicial power of 
the United are supreme. A different doctrine finds no warrant in the 
Constitution and is abnormal and revolutionary.” 

Ina case a license to construct a boom in the Mississippi, the court 


said, in 1878: “ Moreover, the United States, having paramount control over the 
river, may grant such license if the State should refuseone."’ (98 U.S., page 409, 
Patterson vs, Boom Com y.) In 1882 the same court said, in the case relating 
River, authorized by both State and the United States, 
Congress was “ the paramount license for the erectionand mainte- 
nance of the bridge.” (105 U.S., 479, Bridge Company vs. United States.) 
Theauthority to construct the bridge across the Missouri River from Council 
Blaffs to Omaha is derived from the actof Congress of February 24, 1871, without 
any of the State of Iowa authorizing its construction, and the con- 
of the bridge under this act has been declared legal by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

The act of Congress of July 14, 1862 (11 Stat. L., 570), authorized a railroad com- 
te construct the bridge over the Ohio River near Steubenville, and makes 
all visions of the acts of Ohio or Virginia in conflict therewith. This 
ieantetin instance of where Congress authorized a railroad company (o con- 
struct its over the Ohio River, although the express legisiation of Virginia 
it should not construct that bridge until certain other bridges 
should be constructedelsewhere. The act of Congress strikes down this rest: ic- 
tion of the State Legislature, and gives express authority to the railroad com- 

to construct its bridge in spite of the same. 
committee do not deem it necessary to cite more instances of Congres- 
sional action in authorizing bridges, nor to refer at greater length to the numer- 
the Supreme Court and circuit courts of the United States, in 

is recognized as unquestioned. 


War Department, Washington City, January 27,1386. 


mor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter, dated the Sth 
Committee on Commerce, by its clerk, inclosing Senate bill No. 
first session, “to authorize the construction of a 
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SEIGEEE Sand vequesting that thecomantites bo furnished with ouch 
Same as a = req comm urnished with such 
pn ply depend deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the 
vin reply to invite your attention to the inclosed letter, dated the Zist 
Chief of eers, who embodies a report in this matter by 
Major of in his views, and recommend- 
ing that the in the clear between the and the water be measured 
from the level cf mean low water, and be made 82 feet, if practicable. 
The ~ of Major Gillespie and of the Chief of Engineers are 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM, C, ENDICOTT, 


Secret War. 
Hon. Samvrn J. R. McM1iay, sm 
Chairman Commiltee 


on Commerce, U. S. Senate. 


Orrick oF THE Curler or Encrixerrs, U.S. Army, 
Washington, D. C., January 21, 1586. 
to acknowledge the reference to this office for report of 
Committee on Commerce, by its clerk, Mr. J. B. McMillan, 
inclosing Senate bil) 121, Forty-ninth . first ses- 
construction of a bridge across the Staten — Sound, 
," and to state 


following is ly hoomen, eras 
su ‘ 
concurred . by this office, and in addition it is 
in the clear between the bri structure and the 
level of mean low water, be made 32 feet, if 


Hee 
Eee 
i 
i 
i 
5 
: 


it 
i 


| depth is 13 feet, low stage,and in the south half 15 ‘o 18 feet, low 
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Unrrep STarges Excixerr Orrice, New Fork, January 16, 1886. 

GENERAL: Lhavethe honorto submit the following report in compliance with 
first indorsement, Offic > Chief of Engineers, United States Army, January 14, 
1886, on letter from Committee on Commerce, United States Senate, January 8, 
1886, referring to Senate bill 121, Forty-ninth Congress, firstsession, ‘‘ To author- 
ize the construction of a bridge across the Staten Island Sound, known as Ar- 
thur Kill, and to establish the same as a post-road.” 

This is essentially the same as Senate bill 1447, Forty-eighth Congress, first 
session, upon which reports were submitted from this office under dates of Feb- 
ruary 28 and April 15, 1884, to which references are respectfully made 

Arthur Kill is about 12 miles long,and isa retired and sheltered water con- 
nection, through Kill von Kull, between the Upper Bay of New York and the 
mouth of the Raritan River. At the proposed site of the bridge the width from 
bank to bank, between high-water lines, is 625 feet, approximately, and between 
the 12-foot curves 500 feet, approximately,the depth in the center of the chan- 
nel being 18 to 19 feet M. L. W. In the northern half of the kill the navigable 


stage ; these 

are the minimum depths arising from smal! shoals, the maximum depth near 
Perth Amboy being in excess of 35 feet. By a slight improvement the naviga- 
ble depth may readily be increased throughout to 20 feet, low stag 

Senate bill 121, Forty-ninth Congress, first session, provides for the « struc- 
tion of a pivot draw-bridge, which shall have a width of span of not less than 200 
feet in the clear on either side of the pivot pier, and a height of not less than 30 
feet from lower chord tolow-water level. These provisions, in my opinion, meet 
all the demands of the present or future commerce of the kill, and the restric- 
tions contained in section 4 of the bill are ample to secure a location and con- 
struction for the pivot pier such as will cause least interference with the exist- 
ing deep-water channel and at the same time will be least obstructive to the 
tidal currents. 

The construction of the proposed bridge under the provisions of the bill will 
not injuriously affect any interests over which the Government has control. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. L. GILLESPIE, 
Major of Engineers, Bvt. Lieut. Col., United States Army. 
Brig. Gen, Jonw NEWTON, 
Chief of Engineers, United States Army, Washington, D. C. 


The letter from the Senate Committee on Commerce is herewith returned 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN NEWTON 
Chief of Engineers, Brig. and Bot, Maj. Generat. 
Hon, W. C. Exprcort, 
Secretary of War. 





War DEPARTMENT, Washington City, March 7, 1834. 

Ste: In returning herewith the copy of bill S, 1447, “A bill to authorize the 
construction of certain bridges across the Staten Island Sound, known as Ar- 
thur Kill or Kill von Kull, and to establish the same as post-roads,"’ which was 
referred from the Senate Committee on Commerce for the views of this Depart- 
ment thereon, I have the honor to inclose herewith a report of the Chief of En- 
gineers, dated the 4th instant, embodying a copy of a report upon the subject of 
— bill by Maj. G. L. Gillespie, Corps of Engineers, New York, dated the 28th 
ultimo. 

The views presented by Major Gillespie, in which the Chief of Engineers ex- 
presses his concurrence, are also concurred in by this Department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. LINCOLN, 


Secretary of War. 
Hon. S. J. R. McMrInuan, 


Chairman Commitiee on Commerce, United States Senate. 
Orrice or Curer or ENGINEERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., March 4, 1354. 

Sm: I have the honor to return herewith (S. 1447) “A bill to authorize the 
construction of certain bridges across the Staten Island Sound known as Ar- 
thur Kill, and to establish the same as post-roads,” referred to the War Depart- 
ment for its views and suggestions from the Committee on Commerce of the 
Senate of the United States, and thence to this office, and to invite attention to 
the following copy of the report thereon of Maj. G. L. Gillespie, Corps of Fu- 
gineers. 

It will be observed that Major Gillespie sees no objection to the construction 
of draw-bridges as provided for, but makes objection to spanning the highway 
in a by a bridge with unbroken spans having the elevation specified in 
the bill. 

[Second indorsement. } 
UnNIrep STatTses Enerxrzer Orrice, New York, February 23, 1884. 

Respectfully returned to the Chief of Engineers, United States Army. That 
there may be no mistake as to the water way mentioned as ‘Staten Island 
Sound,” I take occasion to say in the beginning that the navigable channel 
known by that name is limited exclusively to the narrow and tortuous water 
course usually called Arthur Kill, which separates Staten Island on the west 
side i the New Jersey shore, and extends from Elizabethport to Perth Am- 
boy, N. J. 

The name Kill von Kull is reserved solely for the connecting passage between 
Upper New York Bay and Newark Bay, separating Bergen Neck on the north 
from Staten Island on the south. 

The bridges mentioned in Senate bill 1447, Forty-eighth Congress, first session, 
are proposed to be erected over Arthur Kill, one at or below Elizabethport, N, 
J.,and the other at or above Perth Amboy, N.J. 

Arthur Kili is the grand highway for all the local commerce of the several 
ports and streams on the west side of Staten Island, as well as for the interstate 
commerce passing south and west through the Delaware and Raritan Canal, 
which connecis the Raritan River at New Brunswick, N.J., with the Delaware 
River at Trenton, N. J. This canal is one of the principal links of the chain of 
internal navigation of the Atlantic seaboard. It has a minimum depth of 8 feet 
throughout, and its annual tonnage is 2,000,000 tons, approximately ; less of late 
years than formerly, owing to railroad competition, though its importance as a 
water way is not impaired, 

The draws which are described in the bill are sufficiently wide to meet all 
the requirements of commerce along the route over which the bridges are to be 
built, 

1 do not approve the spanning of any important navigable highway adjacent 
to the sea, which is now or may hereafter be utilized by sea-going vessels, by a 
bridge with continuous spans, even if the bottom chords should be placed so 
high as 100 feet above high-water mark,except in the rare case of two largeand 
populous cities, where the intercommunication between them over a bridge 
would be greatly interfered with by frequent and prolonged openings of tho 
draw. 

No such condition existson Arthur Kill, and while the existing depth of water 
is not sufficient for sea-going vessels of the first class, yet the stream is capable 
of improvement, and wil! be improved whenever commerce demands it. For 
this reason the bridges should be provided with draws. The propored clear 
width of 200 feet on either side of the pivot will be ample to preventinterference 
with the security and convenience of navigation of Arthur Kill. 
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On the approach to Newark, N. J., from Kill von Kull, the Central Railroad of 


New Jersey, which crosses Newark Bay, has a draw with a clear opening of 80 
feet on cither side of pivot; the New York and Newark Railroad, at the mouth 
of the Passaic River, has one of 6 feet,and the Pennsylvania Railroad, in the 
city of Newark, has one of 75 feet. 

‘The Central Railroad of New Jersey, whose tracks cross Raritan River near 
its mouth, on the approach to the canal,after a lengthy controversy with the 
Delaware and Raritan Canal Company, adopted and builtadraw opening of 200 
feet, the same as proposed in this bill. 

The main objects to be gained by the construction of these bridgesare to give 
rapid transit around the island to points on the New Jersey shore,to increase 
the facilities for reaching New York,and to provide means for reaching coal 
wharves to be built, it is said, by the coal-carrying roads on deep water on the 
east side of the island. 

It isa comprehensive enterprise, which, if successfully carried out, will add 
greatly to the commercial character of the island and the adjacent shores, and 
the bridges may be safely authorized to be built under the restrictions of the bill 
without any detriment to commerce, present or prospective. 

The papers are herewith returned. 

G. L. GILLESPTE, 
Major of Enginecrs, Bet. Lieut, Ool., U. 8. A. 


I concur in these views. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
iH. G. WRIGHT, 


Chief of Engineers, Brig. and Bet. Maj. Gen. 
Hon, Rosvert T. Lixcoiy, 


Secretary of War. 
OFrrice or THE Caler or ExGIxeers, Us!Tep STaTEs ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., April 17, 1884. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the reference to this office on the Ilth 
instant of the letter of Hon. W. P. Frve, of the Committee on Commerce of the 
United States Senate, inclosing S. 1447, ** to authorize the construction of certain 
bridges across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill or Kill von Kull, 
and to establish the same as post-roads,” and certain papers relating thereto, 


and to state that it was referred to Maj. G. L. Gillespie, Corps of Engineers, who 


has returned it with the report of which the following is a copy. 
Major Gillespie's views appear to be just and proper, and are concurred in. 
Ustrep States Exoryeer’s Orrice, New York, April 15, 1884. 
Respectfully returned to the Chief of Engineers, United States Army. 


The intent of the act, as I understand it, is to authorize at this time the con- 


struction of a railroad bridge over the navigable waters of Arthur Kill, the Sec- 
retary of War having the reserved right, in the interest of commerce, to dictate 
the character and arrangement of the bridge in all its pacts. 

The petition submitted with Mr. Bonnett’s r has been carefull 
ered. The east bank of Arthur Kill, on the northern side of Staten Is 
tending south to Fresh Kills, is a wide marsh land, with but little variation in 
its elevation for adistance back from the shore line of over2 miles. Ifthe lower 
chord ofthe bridge proposed to be built near re be placed at 135 feet 
above high water the approaches to the bridge would be over long and high 
trestle-work, which would have so steep a grade as to make the railroad pro 
ably unfitted for giving rapid transit to the towns on the island and on the 
west bank, or for convenient connection with existing railroads. 

‘The 135-foot contour of the island along the proposed railroad line on the north 


consid- 


shore does not extend westward of Factoryville. At the southwestern point of 


the island the ground is higher than on the north shore; on the ridge above 
‘Tottenville the 100-foot contour appears on a — rise, but this is an exception; 
all the rest of the ground in the vicinity is much lower. 

The low character of the land adjacent to Arthur Kill therefore compels, with 
rapid transit in view,the construction of low bridges; and that they may not 
obstruct navigation, draws must be —— the exact width and arrangement 
of which can be definitely stated only after a careful survey of the water course 
has been made, including the determination of the strength and directions of the 
current. A clear width of not less than 200 feet in the channel way, thro the 
brid provided for in the act, is, with my present know) , deemed suflicient 
for the requirement of the commerce of Arthur Kill, and the projected bridges 
may, it is thought, be built without interferin injuriously with the flow of the 
tide, or without increasing the dangers to nav on due to ice which forms in 
the kill or which is driven there by winds and currents. 

The relation of the —— to the tides, ice floes, and other matters involving 
the rights of commerce will engage the attention of the examining officers des- 
ignated by the Secretary of War after the bridge company shall have presented 
drawings and specifications of the plans proposed. 

The examination will include not ae the bridges proper and the necessa 
width of draws, but thc ir sites and the sites and arrangements of the piers wit 
reference to the navigation of Arthur Kill in all its bearings. 

The papers are herewith returned. 

G. L. GILLESPTE, 
Major of Engineers, Bet. Lieut. Col., U. 8. A 
Thé letter of Hon. Mr. Frve is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN NEWTON, 


Chief of Engineers, Brig. and Bet, Maj, Gen. 
Hon. Rosert T. Lixcoiy, 


Secretary of War. 
War Department, Washington City, April 19, 1884, 
Sin: Referring to your letter of the 10th instant, inclosing bill S. 1447, 
eighth Congress, first session, a bill “to authorize the construction of 
bridges across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill or Kill von Kull, 


and to establish the same as post-roads,” together with a tion from Mr. P. 
Bonnett and other shore-owners, and also returning for a in con- 


nection with the petition referred toa report, dated the 4th ultimo, from the 
Chief of Engineers, embodying a report on this bill from Maj. G. L. Gillespi 
Corps of Engineers, I have the honor to invite your attention to the inclosed 
report of April 17, 1884, from the Chief of Engineers, embod asu tal 
report, dated the 15th instant, from Maj. G. L. Gil : of 
whose views as expressed therein are concurred in by the Chief of Peers, 

The inclosures to your letter are herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. LINCOLN, Secretary of War. 
Hon. WriuiAM P. Frye, 


Chairman of subcommittee of Committee on Oommerce, 
United States Senate. 


Mr. MORRISON. I would like to have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. Crisp) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 121) to author- 


ize the construction of a bridge across Staten Island known as Arthur 
under consid- 


Sound, 
Kill, and to establish the same as a post-road, have had the same 
eration, and report as follows: 


The bill contains al! the restrictions necessary for the protection of the navi- 


nd, ex- 





gation of the Arthur Kill, is reeommended by the War Department, 


think should be passed. We therefore report the bill back with a oan — 
ommendation. , 


Mr. MORRISON. Hereisa paper from an engineer which 
light on this subject. I send it to the desk to be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In regard to the proposed building of a railroad bridge across Arthur K 
between Staten Island and New Jersey, this pespenes railroad bridge is to 2 
built over the existing channel, which passes Elizabeth port, runs betwee; s 
Island and New Jersey, and empties into Raritan an 

The bill introduced is for a bridge to extend from Elizabethport to Staten Is}. 


and with a center pier 500 feet long, parallel with the channel, having 4 « 
200 feet wide. ia 


72% 
IVES Some 


taten 


raw 


To build such a bridge at this point, at least 300 feet of the water jnclosad 
between these shores will be obstructed by the piling or the piers which wi)! 
have to be driven or built to support the road-bed. a 

Arthur Kill is very narrow, only 600 feet wide; is one of the most j 


highways for commerce in the vicinity of New York Harbor portant 


The channel is used by all the vessels which transport the commerce originat- 
ing at Elizabethport,and also by all vessels, steamers, boats, barges. 9), “gr eal 
which go to and come from the many rivers tributary to Arthur Kil) or which 
pass from New York Harbor southward, through the Delaware and Rarita 
Canal, which, with the Raritan River, is the connecting link of interstate eom- 
merce between States south of New Jersey and those east. The aniualton. 
nage of the canal alone, at one time, amounted to 5,500,000 tons: 
diminished to 1,800,000 tons on account of shoals in the Raritan River and th: 
unfortunate delay at the mouth of this river compelling the tows to wait fi, 
certain stages of the tide before attempting to pass through the draw of th. 
Long Branch Railroad Company's bridge ; then they experience great dificulty 
in getting safely through. , 

In 1874the General Government proposed to improve the channel by dredging 
a channel! 400 feet wide, 13 feet deep, mean low water, extending from Shootec 
Island, leading past the wharves at Elizabethport, with deflecting dikes oy bot) 
sides of the channel. The opposition to the dikes was so influential that Apri! 
26, 1875,a general order was issued constituting a board of United States eng 
neer officers to examine and report a plan for a channel between Staten Island 
and New Jersey, which board reported November 30, 1875, and in this report 
the following paragraph : 

“It has been urged that the projected route by reason of the abrupt termina- 
tion of direction at the eastern end of the dikes will inconvenience thet. 
companies, while the advantage of a wifer,deeper,and shorter channe! oniv 
abouta mile long, between dikes, more than compensates for the inconveniences 
of this change of direction to the largerclass of vessels. It isquite probablethat 
large tows would by preference take the present channel if suitably improved.’ 

Any proposition to dike in the present channel would doubtless prove a fai!- 
ure, as the meeting of Arthur Kill and Kill von Kull currents would forma 
shoal somewhere between the dikes or at their entrance, and thus defeat th: 
purpose of their construction. This board place their decision not to recom- 
mend the dikesystem of improvement already commenced solely on this ground 
that whatever may have been the prospective requirements of commerce on 
this route three years ago, its present needs do not,in their opinion, co 


it is now 


wage 





| fora 
14-foot channel at mean low water to be attained by the construction of dikes 
at lage cost. On the contrary, they believe that the existing channel! can by 
sufficiently improved to accommodate present commercial interests by dredy ng 


to a depth of 10 to 11 feet at mean low water, by diminishing its curvatiure at the 
corner stakes light, and by giving it such width as to permit the passage of large 
tows and the largest class of sailing vessels in use on these waters without risk 
of colliding or grounding. We therefore recommend that this deepening and 
widening of the channel be effected in accordance withthe plans which we now 
submit: 

As the channel in its western and difficult portion was produced by the 
transit of large tows drawn by steamers and the larger class of prope! lers, it is 
presumed that when deepened the same causes will help to maintain that depth 
and diminish the expenditures that will be required from time to time for dredg- 


ing. 

fi will be noticed that the board of engineers decided that shoals wi!! form 
somewhere between the dikes or at their entrance. These dikes were to be 
built parallel with the channel, sothat the water could flow past thein. Now, if 
shoals form around such dikes, which comparatively do not obstruct the flow 
of water, is it not demonstrated that if piles are driven directly across or hori- 
zontal to the flow of water of the channel, or large piers built with narrow out- 
lets, that they act as a dam,stopping the flow of water in a great measure, and 
in consequence shoals will more readily form, and in a short time the channel 
will dwindle down to a narrow, intricate one, caused by shoals forming around 
the piers of the railroad bridge, causing inconvenience to the commercial 
interests of the many tribu! rivers which rely on this kill as the means of a 
near, direct,and economical deli of their merchandise, and on which the 
Genera! Government has expended ,000 improving. a 7 

The maintenance of deep water and open channel at this point is a matter of 
more than local importance, as it not only concerns the coasting trade of New 
Jersey, but also a considerable part of that of aaa. Delaware, and 
Maryland, being a great outlet for and economical delivery to the manu- 
factories ofthe New England States. e number of vessels which pass througl: 
this channel amounts to 98,000 annually, carrying a total tonnage of 16,500,000 
" ‘bridge ae seein sideesleaie chat ctth igati fthischanne! 

n across wou obstru e navigation ofthis ch: ’ 

as the distance from Staten Island’ to ? ew Jersey is only 600 feet, and at least 
300 feet of that would be occupied by the piers to support the bridge. | 
A bridge can be built a little farther down Staten [sland Sound which would 
have its center pier en out of water, resting on Buckwheat Island, a draw 
on the New Jersey side of the islandand aspan reaching from Buckwheat Island 
to Staten Island. Sucha should have an elevation of at least 70 feet from 
mean high water, and would not be an obstruction to the navigation of this high- 


way. ‘ ss) 
For verification of commercial statistics I refer to the report of Col. G. L. Gil- 
lespie, United States Engineer Corps United States Army. (Appendix G, pages 


74l, 742.) A.B. BURR, Chief Engineer. 
Mr. BUCHANAN. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. BUCHANAN. being a motion to suspend the rules and 


pass the bill, is an amendment to the bill in order ? 


The SPEAKER. Not unless by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BUCHANAN. Then I ask unanimous consent to offer an amend- 


ment which will obviate the objection of the engineer in charge of the 
harbor at that point—an amendment drawn precisely in accordance 


. Lean not accept any amendment, but I will 
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state that accompanying the Senate report are the opinions of engineers | and the Baltimore and New York Railroad Company, & corporation 


showing that the bridge will be no serious obstruction to commerce. 
Mr. BUCHANAN. This amendment is in accordance with the sug- 
gestions of the engineer in charge of the harbor. 
Mr. FINDLAY. I object. 


Mr. MORRISON. Has the paper that I sent to the desk been read | 


in fall? 
phe SPEAKER. The reading has been completed. 

Mr. MORRISON. This bill seems to have merit in it. 
further objection to its \ 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I ask to have the Senate report printed in the 

BCORD. 
— WARNER, of Ohio. I do not think that is necessary. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I think it is very necessary, in order that all 
the facts may be known. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. MILLS. I object. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Unless the objection to my amendment is with- 
drawn there will be objection. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Then I mustask that that report be read, be- 
cause it embodies the objections that have been made and the answers 


I make no 


to them. 

The SPEAKER. It can be read in the gentleman's time. 

The Clerk began the reading of the report. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Mr. Speaker, I will trust to the generosity of 
the House hereafter to allow the report to be printed in the Recorp, 
and will not insist upon its reading at this time. 

The question was taken on the motion to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill; and there were—ayes 139, noes 3. 

So (more than two-thirds having voted in the affirmative) the rules 
were suspended and the bill was passed. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
gentlemen be permitted to print remarks upon this bill. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of New York. Mr. Speaker, in my humble judg- 
ment the measure now under consideration is one of very great impor- 
tance to the business interests, and so to the general welfare of the en- 
tire country. It is a question of the completion of another trunk line 
connecting the great West and our chief commercial center, a trunk 
line owning and controlling 3,000 miles of railroad and seeking proper 
terminal facilities at the seaboard. Shall Congress authorize the build- 


ingof a bridge across Staten Island Sound connecting the States of New | 


York and New Jersey—a draw-bridge, at least 32 feet above low water 
mark and with a channel of 200 feet clear on each side of the pivot pier 
of the draw, the plans and location of which are to be subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of War, the bridge not to be built till such 
approval is given? After careful consideration in committee, favorable 
reports were made by the Committee on Commerce of both the Senate 
and House of Representatives, and the measure has recently passed the 
Senate by a large majority. The sentiment so far as expressed by the 
commercial bodies of New York is unanimous in favor of the bill. 
The New York Legislature adopted unanimously resolutions req zesting 
their Senators and Representatives in Congress to use ‘‘ all honorable 
means to procure the passage of the bill authorizing the construction 
of the Arthur Kill bridge as a public improvement leading to largely 
i terminal facilities, without cost to the State or General Gov- 
ernment.’? The opposition thus far has come from the State of New 
Jersey. For reasons satisfactory to themselves, her Senators and Rep- 
resentatives have and will oppose the bill, and that too with the zeal 
and ability characteristic of the representatives of that State; but for 
one I have heard no arguments in opposition which should stand for a 
moment as those that can be presented in favor of the measure. 
I trust the may be promptly passed, believing that the results will 
prove such legislation to have been in the line of desirable and legiti- 
mate commercial competition and tending to the best interests of all 
Mr. BELMONT. Mr. en, as Richmond County, or Staten Island, 
is part of the constituency I have the honor to represent, I will avail my- 
of the leave granted by the House to present the reasons for my 
support of the bill now before the House ‘‘ to authorize the construction 
ofa across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill, and 
to the same as a post-road.’’ The bill was introduced by my- 
self at the outset of this session. It asks nothing of the United States 
bata of way in the interests of interstate commerce over a navigable 
and surrounds the ting of that right with every proper pre- 


caution against undue in with navigation, which, I assume, is 
the this House will feel called upon to guard. Noquestion 
of the of to pass the bill can be seriously raised and main- 
tained, for dilatory purposes, and then not in the public 
interest, au’ of Congress over all navigable streams within 
ourown borders has been settled by a long line of decisions of the Su- 


preme and absolutely so where the tide ebbs and 
flows, as in this case. The only question is one of expediency, and 
are overwhelming. 
Island Rapid Transit Railroad Com- 
under the laws of the State of New York, 
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existing under the laws of New Jersey, to construct, for the passage of 
railroad trains, across that part of Staten Island Sound known as Arthur 
Kill, from New Jersey to Richmond County (Staten Island), New York, 
a pivotal draw-bridge, with a span of not less than 200 feet on each 
side of the central pier, and of a height not less than 32 feet from the 
lowest part of the structure to mean low-water mark. The use of the 
bridge is not restricted to the two railroads named. Any railroad, by 
paying a reasonable compensation to the owners, can traverse the bridge; 
and it is further provided that if the Secretary of War shall at any 
time deem a change of construction necessary to prevent obstraction to 
navigation, or if he shall even deem the removal of the whole struct- 


| ure necessary for this purpose, he shall have power to direct it to be 


done at the cost of the owners of the bridge. In this and every other 
respect ample precautions have been taken to protect the navigation of 
this most important water way. 

It may, perhaps, be necessary to explain to gentlemen not familiar 
with the topography of New York Harbor that Arthur Kill is a narrow 
arm of the sea separating the west side of Staten Island from the New 
Jersey shore and connecting Raritan Bay with the Kill von Kull, the 
latter a channel which debouches into Upper New York Bay and divides 
Bergen Neck, New Jersey, onthe north from Staten Island on the south. 
Arthur Kill has a length of 12 miles and a width varying from 3,600 
feet at its widest to 600 feet at its narrowest point and a current rang- 
ing, according to the estimates of different engineers, from one and a 
quarter to two and a half miles an hour. 

The bill as originally framed provided that the proposed bridge should 
be constructed at the narrowest point; but as it now comes belore the 
House this question is left absolutely to the discretion of the Secretary 
of War, the bill enacting that a detailed map of the sound, showing 
the depths and currents at the proposed site of the bridge, shall be first 
submitted to him, and that without his approval of plan and location 
the bridge shall not be built. 

This is not a new question before Congress or the country. A bill 
of similar purport (H. R. 4830) was introduced by myself in the first 
session of the Forty-eighth Congress. It was very carefu)ly considered 
by the Committee on Commerce who reported a substitute (H. R. 7165) 
embracing most of the main features of the original bill. Pending ac- 
tion by a co-ordinate branch, the engineers of the War Department 
were called upon to investigate the matter. Major Gillespie, the offi- 
cer selected for this purpose, made a careful and able report, fully rec- 
ognizing the importance of the water way proposed to be bridged, in 
respect to which he said: 

Arthur Kill isthe grand highway for all the local commerce of the several 
ports and streams on the west side of Staten Island, as well as for the interstate 
commerce passing south and west through the Delaware and Raritan Canal, 
which connects the Raritan River at New Brunswick, N.J., with the Delaware 


River at Trenton, N.J. This canal is one of the principal links of the chain of 
internal navigation of the Atlantic seaboard. 


He added: 


The draws which are described in the bill are sufficiently wide to meet all the 
requirements of the commerce along the route over which the bridges are to 
be built. 

(There were two bridges proposed in the bill as originally intro- 
duced; in the present bill one only is provided for.) And in closing his 
report he said: 

The main objects to be gained by the construction of these bridges are to give 
rapid transit around the island to points on the New Jersey shore, to increase 
the facilities for reaching New York, and to provide means for reaching coal 


wharves to be built, it is said, by the coal-carrying roads on deep water on the 
east side of the island. 


It isa comprehensive enterprise, which, if successfully carried out, will add 
greatly to the commercial character of the island and the adjacent shores, and 
the bridges may be safely authorized to be built under the restrictions of the bill 
without any detriment to commerce, present or prospective. 

This report was concurred in by Major-General Wright, Chief of En- 
gineers, and Maj. Gen. John Newton, Chief of Engineers, and was ap- 
proved by Secretary Lincoln. On the 8th of January last the matter 
was rereferred to the War Department. It was re-examined, and the 
bridge over the Arthur Kill was again recommended with only one sug- 
gested change, namely, that the height in the clear between the bridge 
structure and the water be measured from mean low water and be made 
32 feet (instead of 30 feet). This recommendation was transmitted to 
Congress with the approval of Secretary Endicott, and the suggested 
change from 30 to 32 feet is embodied in the pending bill. 

The value of the railroad transportation estimated to pass over the 
bridge is $200,000,000 per annum; the outside annual value of the com- 
merce which will pass under the bridge is estimated by engineers op- 
posed to the measure at some $68,000,000. The chief trade through 
the Arthur Kill consists of the towage of barges laden with coal, pot- 
tery, brick clays, fertilizers, ores, and the coarser kinds of chemicals— 
coal largely predominating. The Pennsylvania Railroad has a termi- 
nal depot for its heavy freights at South Amboy, and the Lehigh Val- 
ley Railroad has a similar terminal depot at Perth Amboy, both near 
the suggested site of the bridge, on the south side of it; and the Jer- 
sey Central Railroad has a terminal coal depot at Elizabeth, to the north 
of it—all three of these terminal depots being on the west shore of the 
Arthur Kill. In fact, to use the language of one of the prominent 
opponents of the bill, this channel, so long as it remains unbridged, 
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‘isthe end of rail commerce between the West and the East,’’ and 
thercfore he wishes it to remain so, because ‘‘ here commences a 
system for the distribution of that commerce’? by boats to the New 
England ports and elsewhere. 

The construction of this bridge will extend to the people of the West 
and South increased facilities for the marketing of their products, and 
will reduce by competition the cost of transportation of coal and other 
heavy freight to them as well as to the Eastern States. It will greatly 
diminish the terminal charges and add 10 or 12 miles of deep-water 
wharfage to the harbor facilities of the port of New York, and will bring 
about a wholesome competition in passenger rates. 

The bill should pass. 

The Senate report above referred to is as follows: 


The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S, 121) to author- 
ize the construction of a bridge across the Staten Island Sound, knownas Arthur 
Kill, and to establish the same as a post-road, beg icave to as follows: 

This bill makes it lawful for the Staten Island Rapid Transit Railroad Com- 
nod and the Baltimore and New York Railroad Company, corporations exist- 

ng under the States of New York and New Jersey, respectively, to construct a 
railway bridge across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill, at ornear 
Elizabeth, N. J., and the town of Northfield, upon Staten Island, New York, 
It provides that the bridge shall be constructed as a pivot draw-bridge, with a 
draw over the main channel of the Sound at an accessible and navi; le point 
ard with spans of not less than 200 feet in the clear on each side of the central 
or pivot pier of the draw, and that these spans shall not be less than 32 feetabove 
low-water mark measuring to the lowest member of the bridge superstructure. 
The bill further provides that the plan and location of the bridge shall be sub- 
wanes the Secretary of War and receive his approval before it can be con- 
structed. 

The committee gave ample opportunity to all parties interested to present 
their arguments in favor of or against the bill, and, after carefally considering 
the same, now state their conclusions as follows: 

(1) Staten Island Sound, or Arthur Kill, is a tidal water way separating New 
Jersey from Staten Island, New York. The bill does not locate the site of the 
bridge, but leaves the same to be determined by the Secretary of War. It was 
conceded, however, in the arguments before the committee that the point at 
which the railroad companies desired to construct the bridge, if the site chosen 
by them should be ap ved by the Secretary of War, was near the southern 
border of the town o Plizabeth, and where the Sound does not exceed 600 feet 
in width. Some of the opponents of the bill did not object to the construction 
of the bridge across the sound, but to the location as chosen by the railroad 
companies. The committee, however, are of opinion that the question of the lo- 
cation of the bridge should be left, as it is left by the bill, to determination 
of the Secretary of War, who will doubtiess be governed in his action by the 
report of engineer officers thoroughly familiar with the sound, and who are em- 
inently qualified to determine what is properly a question of engineering. 

In almost all the acts of Congress authorizing the construction of bridges over 
navigable streams we find that the Secretary of War bas been invested with the 
power to locate the bridge and approve the plan thereof, and no sufficient rea- 
son has been presented to the committee warranting a departure from this uni- 
form usage. 

(2) Staten Island Sound is an important water way connecting Newark Ray 
and Kill von Kull with Raritan Bay, and along this sound there is carried an 
extensive commerce. The shores on either side in the main are low, flat salt 


meadows. 
The chief commerce of the sound that is to be affected by the construction of 
from South Amboy, Perth Am and the Raritan 


this bridge is that comin 

River. At South Amboy Pennsy!ivania Railroad Company have constructed 
their extensive coal wharves, and at Perth Amboy are found the large piers of 
the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company. The tonnage from South Amboy, as 
shown by the report of Major Gillespie, for the year ending June 30, 1884, was 
2,308,961 tons, being chiefly coal (see 754); from Perth Amboy, from the same 
report (page 754), the tonnage was. tons; this also was chiefly coal. 
the Raritan River came, first, the tonnage passing through the Delaware and Rar- 
itan Cana] connecting the Delaware and Raritan Rivers, amounting, as shown 
by that report (page 756), to 1,272,386 tons; and also the coming fi 
manufacturing and other establishments upon the river and 
which were carried in small sail-hoats or small steamers, and shown in the same 
report as 409,939 tons. 

What pro ion of this entire tonnage 
takes what is known as the outer channel 
and what proportion of the same passes the outer 
Sandy Hook and up the coast, the committee have no accurate 
mining; it was, however, conclusively shown to the committee,and indeed ad- 
mitted by all parties, that the commerce from South Amboy, Perth Amboy, and 
the Delaware and Raritan Canal and which passed up the sound to New York 
Harbor and to ports situated on or near Long Island nd, 
exclusively in canal-boats and barges. These boatsand barges large 
tows, sometimes contain as stated to the committee, 8,000 tons of coal, and 
drawn by tugs. The or barges coming from the Rar- 
itan Canal are bro down the Raritan River in large a through 





i 
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the draw-bridge of Central Railroad of New Jersey at the of the Rar- 
itan River. The draw of this a a clear water way of 200 feet. 

The oppovents of the bill claim the construction of the would offer 
serious obstruction to this canal-boat and barge traffic the width 
of the channel totwoclear water ways of 200 feet each. committee, however, 
are of the opinion that the difficulties anticipated by the of the bill 
will not arise in actual practice. Itmust be these canal-boats 


and barges will readily pass under the bridge constructed 30 feet above low- 
water mark without the draw thereof being open, and it wasshown to this com- 
eo Sate large _ a tugs were ae with nee peo 
such a height thatthey could readily pass under bridge without opening 
of the draw. Moreover, it is a well known fact that the smoke-stacks of these 
iugs can be so constructed that they can be 

bridge, and that this form of construction is quite common if not almost uni- 


The committee call attention to 
height at which the bridge is to be constructed above low-water mark, but pre- 
scribes that it shall be constructed not less than 30 feet above the same, Icaving 
to the Secretary of War to determ 
bridge shal! be constructed 
the bill. The committee call attention to 
merce that will pass through this 
ware and Raritan Canal, but has come 
mouth of the Raritan River. are not 
greater length than that prescribed by the bill has ever been required by Con- 
gressiona! enactment. 

The New York and Greenbush Railroad Company's bridge is constructed 
across the Hudson River. 
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Same annie =n So ieegn tomnat eemtbonts tag tem the Erie Cana! a; 
es ew rough it also pass large steamers yj, j;, 
between New York and Albany. _ a 

The lake commeree of the city of Chicago is accommodated upon the Chica, 
River, and at least 99 per cent. of the same through one draw-bridg« on 
9 per cent, passes through five draw-bridges. Over the Chicago River there... 
some thirty-three bridges with draws therein, and none of them, we belicy, 
are of greater width than that provided by the bill. Under the act of Congres. 
approved the 3d day of March, 1883, the construction of a bridge of the New 

ork, Boston, and Providence Railroad omens across the Thames River q: 
or near New London, Conn., was authori ; the location and plans thers,¢ 
were to be approved y= board of Army and Navy officers designated },y {},. 
Secretaries of War and Navy. ae 

After full discussion this board has approved a ~ of a bridge with a d; 
of substantially the same length as that provided in the bill, and throu; 
draw pass the sound steamers of the Norwich line, and large ocean craft. a), 
the United States war vessels destined to the naval station which is sitigte, 
some distance abovethe bridge. Across the Harlem River in New York brid... 
have recently been constructed and approved by the engineers of the Arm, 
with draws of considerably less width than the one —— by this bill: ang 
under these bridges and through these draws an immense commerce as 
well as the large car floats and towsof the New York Centraland Hudson kiy¢; 
Railroad to the High Bridge terminus of that line. 

It isa fact well known that there is scarcely a navigable water way in New 
Jersey which has not been bridged under the authority of the Legislature of tha; 
State. The large commerce of the city of Newark, with a population of 15), 
inhabitants, and of its neighboring towns passes through the draws of the ny. 
merous tense the Newark Bay and the Passaic River, and none of these 
draws have a width greater than 80 feet, and the extent and value of the com. 
merce and the number of vessels ing through the same is shown by the 
above-mentioned report of Major Gillespie page (742). All of these bridges acros, 
the Newark Bay and the Passaic River are so low that the draws are required (, 
be opened even for the smaliest craft. 

The committee are therefore persuaded that the commerce of Arthur Kil! can 
readily through a 200-feet draw. It was shown to the committee that there 
was a limited commerce of small o and craft of that kind, but of 
course these would have no difficulty in passing ugh thisdraw-bridge. Very 
few sea-going vessels pass through the Arthur Kill and only when in tow, and 
it was not seriously claimed that vessels of this character would be affected by 
the constraction is bridge. ; 

The committee refer to the fact that a bill similar to this received the unani- 
mous approval of the Senate Committee on Commerce at the last session, and 
they also refer to and make a part of this report the report of the Secretary of 
War and the communications of the War Department in regard to the previous 
bill, which contained provisions substantially the same asthe one now in ques- 
tion. They call special attention to the following language of Major Gillespi 
of the engineers: 

“The proposed clear width of 200 feeton either side of the pivot will be amp!e 
to prevent interference with the security and convenience of navigation of Ar- 
thur Kill. It isa comprehensive enterprise, which, if successfully carried out, 
will add greatly to the commercial dameaine a the island and the adjacent 
shores, and the bridges may be safely authorized to be built under the restric- 
tions of the bill without any detriment to commerce, present or prospective."’ 

In the report of Major Gillespie the Chief of Engineers concurred, and the 
by the Secretary of War. 
which by tho bill are authorized to construct this 
bridge are now controlled by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, whict 
seeks for its traffic an independent outlet u New York Harbor. This com- 
pany is one of the large trunk lines, so calied, controlling some 3,000 miles of 
railway, extending to Cincinnati, Louisville, and Saint mis on the south- 
west, and Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Sandusky, and Chicago in the north and north 
west. 


ny desires to use the northern and eastern shore of Staten Island 
45; upon these shores there is ample depth of water for the accom- 
modation of the largest sea-going vessels. These can come direct tothe 
piers constructed upon these Staten Island shores and unload their cargoes di- 
rect into warehouses, whence the same can be loaded directly into cars for ship- 
mento their places of distribution. Terminal charges for lighterage from the 
vessel to the warehouse and n from the warehouse to the railroad wil! thus 
be saved. The average cost of ligh' in the New York Harbor was stated 
to yourcommittee as60centsaton. The railroad company also propose to carry 
their traffic in fast steamers directly from the northern point of the 

to tr depot in New York city, and which is immedi- 
= elevated 


ving 
s 


Ww 







near the Battery 
connected with the station of the four railroad lines in New 


The construction of the bridge will therefore serve a very important public 
purpose and accommodate a very Cy oe per eet foreign trafic, 
and will give to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad an independent terminus at 
New Y and will bring into use for commercial the deep-watered 
shore of Staten Island, forms the southern of the New York Har- 

(4) The committee are of opinion that the commerce which 

Staten Island Sound is accommodated 


sacross such 


Sanat shou and to be as well as yn 
naba in the of the Supreme Court in the case o taca- 
+ es. Chicago (107 U. , ** The object of wise leg- 


islation is to give facilities to both with the obstruction to either.” This 
we think is accomplished by the provision of the bill. Commerce of the m'l- 


road can pass across the sound, commerce of the sound can pass through the 
draws which are ample for every purpose, and the large proportion of the 
sound marae pian under the bridge without even the necessity of opening 
the draw and being obstructed in any substantial degree. 


bill No, 121 with amendments, and 


the attention of your committee has been 
of New Jersey, touching the au- 


of Congress in these premises, and in fact denying that authority. 
They therefore submit their views as to this question. They also annex col: 


enter into an extended discus- 

acts authorizing the construction of 

wer has been exercised too fre- 

to be now the subject of serious denial, To citeasingle instance amone 

e statutes enacted by the Forty-seventh Congress. there are twenty-four sls 

a the same terms as the present bill authorizing railroad com- 

bridges over navigabie rivers within and between States: hardly 

a session of Congress passes without similar authority being conferred upon 4 
oa pany to bridge some navigable stream. 

In the State of South Carolina filed a bill in the Court of the 

ia and the Secretary of War, to pre’ ent 


| 


: 
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= mab River in ord ; the court the bill, an 
sy used : 

* States before the of the Federal Constitution) bad p'c- 
nary aniouhg to aaates Umpaevemects inthe ued of = siver, to divert the water 
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from one channel to another, and to plant obstructions in itat their will, but the 

wer to regulate commerce conferred by the Constitution is that which pre- 
viously existed in the States. The power to regulate commerce confers the con- 
trol, for that purpose, to the extent necessary,of all the navigable rivers of the 
United States which are accessible from a State other than those in which they 





- for this they are the public property of the United States, subject 
po the ceaniate legislation by Congress.” (South Carolina vs. Georgia, 93 U. 
:,, page 4.) 
“Renin the court said : 


“ Every structure erected in the bed of a river, whether in the channel or not, 
would be an obstruction. It might be a light-house erected on a submerged 
«and-bank, or @ jetty pushed out into a stream to narrow the water way, ora 

jer of a bridge standing where vessels now pass.”’ 

It is true that the States retain the power to authorize the construction of 

; across navigable streams as long as the subject is not regulated by Con- 

, but the moment that Congress, in pursuance of the power delegated to it 
by the Constitution, exercises its right to authorize the construction of bridges 
State enactments contrary thereto become null and void. This is a doctrine 
settied by numerous decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, and 

which Congress has uniformly acted. In the case of Gillman vs. Philadel- 
ia (8 Wallace, 713) the court, referring to the construction of bridges, uses the 


“The States have always exercised this power, and, from the nature and ob- 
jects of the two systems of government, they must always continue to exercise 
i, subject, however, in all cases to the paramount = Congress when- 
ever the power of the State shall be exerted within the sphere of the commer- 
cial power which belongs to the nation.” 


. Congress may interpose whenever it shall be deemed necessary; by 
general or special laws it may regulate ail bridges over navigable waters, remove 
offending bridges, and punish those who shall thereafter erect them. Within 
the sphere of theirauthority both the legislative and judicial power of the United 
States are supreme. A different doctrine finds no warrant in the Constitution 
andis abnormal and revolutionary.” 

In a case concerning a license toconstruct a boom in the Mississippi, the court 
said, in 1878: “ Moreover, the United States, having mount control over the 
river,may grant such license if the State should refuse one.’’ (98 U. 8., p. 409, 
Patterson vs. Boom Co.) In 1882 the same court said, in the case relating to the 
bridge over the Ohio River, authorized by both Stateand the United States, that 
the act of Congress was “the paramount license fcr the erection and mainte- 
nanceof the bridge.” (1065 U. S.,p479, Bridge Company rs. United States.) The 

to construct the bridge across the Missouri River from Council Bluffs 

‘ebruary 24, 1871, without any 

legislation of the State of Iowa authorizing its construction, and the construc- 

tionof the bridge under this act has been declared iegal by the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

The act of Congress July 14, 1862 (11 Stat. L., 570), authorized a railroad com- 

to construct the bridge over the Ohio River, near Steubenville, and makes 

rid all provisions of the acts of Ohio or Virginia in conflict therewith. This 

isa le instance of where Congress authorized a railroad company to con- 

its bridge over the Ohio River, although the express legislation of Vir- 

provided that it should not construct that bridge until certain other bridges 

be constructed elsewhere. The act of Congress strikes down this restric- 

tion of the State Legislature, and gives express authority to the railroad com- 
pany to construct its bridge in spite of the same. 

The committee do not deem it necessary to cite more instances of Congres- 
sional action in authorizing bridges, nor to refer at greater length to the nu- 
merous decisions of the Supreme Court and circuiteourts of the United States in 
which this power is recognized as unquestioned. 


War Derartmest, Wasiington City, January 27, 1886. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter dated the 8th in- 
sant from the Committee on Commerce, by its clerk, inclosing Senate bili No. 
11, Porty-ninth Congress, first session, **to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill, and to establish the same as 
post-road,”’ and requesting that the committee be furnished with such sugges- 
pmo be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the propriety 


passage. 
beg to invite attention to the inclosed letter, dated the 21st in- 
the Chief of Engineers, who embodies a report in this matter by 
, Corps of Engineers, concurring in his views and reeommend- 
in the clear between the bridge and the water be measured 
from the level of mean low water and be made 32 feet, if practicable. 


The recommendations of Major Gillespie and of the Chief of Engineers are 


2 
iy 
-_ 


oe se 0 obedient t 
, your seTvant, 
ere. Wal. ©. ENDIOOTT,, 
o ar. 
Hon, Samven J. R. McMr“xiax, Z 
Chairman Commvitice on United States Senate. 


Orrice oF THE Curler or Encrvcers, U. 5. Army, 
Washington, D. C., January 21, 1836, 

have the honor to acknc wiedge the reference to this office for report 

of letter from the Senate Committee on Commerce, by its clerk, Mr.J.B. Mc- 
Millan, dated the 8th instant,inclosing Senate bil! 121, Forty-ninth Congress, 
first session, “to authorize the construction of a bridge across the Staten Island 
ee the same =< oe ae to 
-& Gillespie, Corps Engineers, who has 

returned it with a of which the following copy is respectfully submitted. 


Major Gillespie's are concurred in by this office,and in addition it is 
recommended that the in the clear between the bridge structure and the 
water be measured trom level of mean low water,and be made 22 fect, if 

, Uniten States Enerxeer OFrricr, 
New York, January 16, 1886. 
GrxeraL: I have the honor to submit the in compliance 


following report 

Office Chief of Engineers, United States Army, January 
on Commerce, United States Senate, January 
bill 121, Forty-ninth Congress, first session, “to au- 
on of a bridge across the Staten Island Sound, known as 
to establish the same asa - 
same as Senate 

were stibmitted from this office under dates of l’eb- 


i 
f 
i 


Hi 
i 
| 


ue 


tuary re 6b, to which references are respectfully made. 

Arthur Kill is about 12 miles long, and is a retired and sheltered water eonnec- 
tion, Kili von Kull, between the U of New York and the 
mouth of the Raritan River. ‘anthe geupensd de of bridge the width from 
baat to bank between high-water lines is 625 approximately; aud be- 


irae enansn O08 She opqnentmnately the in the center of the 
18 to 19feet M. L. W. the northern half of the kill the navigable 
and in the south 15 to 18 feet, low ; the-eare 

from small shoals, the maximum near Perth 
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Amboy being in excess of 35 feet. By a slight improvement the navigable 
depth may readily be increased throughout to 20 feet, low stage. 

Senate bill 121, Forty-ninth Congress, first session, provides for the construc- 
tion of a pivot draw-bridge which shall have a width of spaa of not less than 
200 feet in the clearon either side of the pivot pier, and a height of not less than 


30 feet from lower chord to low-water level. These jirovisions, in my opinion, 
meet all the demands of the present or future commerce of the kill, and the re- 
strictions contained in section 4 of the bill are ample to secure a location and 
construction for the pivot pier, such as will cause least interference with the 
existing deep-water channel, and at the same time will be least obstructive to 


the tidal currents. 
The construction of the proposed bridge under the provisions of the bill will 
not injuriously affect any interests over which the Government has contro! 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. L. GILLESPI 
Major of Enginecrs, Brit. Lieut. Col., U. S. Arn 
Brig. Gen, Jonn NEWTON, 
Chief of Engineers, U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. 


The letter from the Senate Committee on Commerce is herewith retu: 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN NEWTON, 
Chief of Pngineers, Brig. and Bet. Maj. General. 
Hon. W. C. Ewpicort, 
Secretary of War. 


War Derarturntr, Washingion City, March 7, 1534 
Siz: In returning herewith the copy of bill S, 1447, “A bill to authorize the con- 
struction of certain bridges across the Steten Island Sound, known as Arthur 
Kill or Kill von Kull, and to establish the same as post-roads,” which was re- 
ferred from the Senate Committee on Commerce for the views of this Depart- 
ment thereon, I have the honor to inclose herewith a report of the Chief of En- 
gineers, dated the 4th instant, embodying a copy of a report upon the subject of 
— bill by Maj. G. L. Gillespie, Corps of Fingineers, New York, dated the 28th 
ultimo. 
The views presented by Major Gillespie, in which the Chief of Enginecrs ex- 
presses his concurrence, are also concurred in by this Department. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. LINCOLN 
Secretary of War 
Hon. S. J. R. McMimay, 
Chairman Committee on Commerce, United States Senate. 


Orrice or THE CHlEr or EnGcixrers, U. 8. Anny 
Washington, D. C., March 4, 1881 
Hon. Rosrrt T. Laycoix, 
Secretary of War. 

Str: I havethe honor to return herewith (S. 1447) “ A bill to authorize the con, 
struction of certain bridges across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill- 
and to establish the same as post-roads,” referred tothe War Department for its 
views and suggestions from the Committee on Commerce of the Senate of the 
United States, and thence to this office, and to invite atiention to the following 
copy of the report thereon of Maj. G. L. Gillespie, Corps of Engineers. 

It will be observed that Major Gillespie eces no objection to the construction 
of draw-bridgesas provided for, but makes objection to spanning the highway in 
——— by a bridge with unbroken spans having the elevation specified in the 
bill. 

[Second indorsement. ] 
UnNireD SraTxs Encisrrr Orrice, 
New York, February 28, 1884. 

Respectfully returned to the Chief of Engineers, United States Army. That 
there may be no mistake as to the water way mentioned as “Staten Island 
Sound,” 1 take occasion to say in the beginning that the navigable channel 
known by that name is limited exclusively to the narrow and tortuous water 
course usually called Arthur Kill, which separates Staten Island on the west 
side from the New Jersey shore,and extends from Elizabethport to Perth Am- 
boy, N.J. 

The name Kill von Kull is reserved solely for the connecting passage between 
Upper New York Bay and Newark Bay, separating Bergen Neck on the north 
from Staten Island on the south. 

The bridges mentioned in Senate bill 1447, Forty-eighth Congress, first ses- 
sion, are proposed to be erected over Arthur Kill, one at or below Elizabethport, 

N. J., and the other at or above Perth Amboy, N. J. 

Arthur Kill isthe grand highway for all the local commerce of the several 
ports and streams on the west side of Staten Island, as well as for the imterstate 
commerce passing south and west through the Delaware and Raritan Canal, 
which connects the Raritan River at New Brunswick, N.J., with the Delaware 
River at Trenton, N.J. This canal is one of the principal links of the chain of 
internal navigation of the Atlantic seaboard. It has aminimum depth of § feet 
throughout, and itsannual tonnage is 2,000,000 tons, approximately; less of late 
years than formerly, owing to railroad competition, though its importance as 
a water way is not impaired. 

The draws which are described in the bill are sufficiently wide to meet a! the 
requirements of commerce along the route over which the bridges are to be 
built, 

I do not approve the spanning of any important navigable highway, adjacent 
to sea, which is now or may bereafter be utilized by sea-going vessels, by a 
bridge with convinuous spans, even if the bottom chords should be placed so 
high as 100 fect above high-water mark, except in the rare case of two large and 
populous cities, where the intercommunication between them over a bridge 
would be greatly interfered with by frequent and prolonged openings of tho 
draw. 

No such condition exists on Arthur Kill, and while the existing depth of water 
ia not sufficient for sea-going vessels of the first class, yet the stream is capabie 
of improvement, and will be improved whenever commerce demands it. For 
this reason the bridges should be provided with draws. The proposed clear 
width of 200 feet on either side of the pivot will be ample to prevent interfer- 
ence with the security and convenience of navigation of Arthur Kill. 

On the approach to Newark, N.J.,from Kill von Kull, the Central Railroad of 
New Jersey, which crosses Newark Bay, has a draw with a clear opening of 80 
feet on either side of pivot; the New York and Newark Railroad, at the mouth of 
the Passaic River, has one of 65 feet, and the Pennsylvania Railroad, in the city 
ef Newark, has ono of 75 feet. 

The Centra! Railroad of New Jersey, whose tracks cross Raritan River near 
its mouth,on the approach te the canal, aftera lengthy controversy with the 
Delaware and Liaritan Canal Company,adoepted and builta draw opening of 200 
feet, the same as proposed in this bill. 

The main objects to be gained by theconstru.tion of these bridges are to give 
rapid transit around the island to points on the New Jersey shore, to increase 
“the facilities for reaching New York, and to provide means for reaching coal 
wharves to be built, it is said, by the conl-carrying roads on deep water on the 
east side of the island. 
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It is a comprehensive enterprise, which, if successfully carried out, will add 
greatly to the commercial character of the island and the adjacent shores, and 
the bridges may be safely authorized to be built under the restrictions of the 
bill without any detriment to commerce, present or prospective. 

The papers are herewith returned. 

G. L. GILLESPIE, 


Major of Engineers, Bot. Lieut. Ool., U. 8. A. 

I concur in these views. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H.G. WRIGHT, 
Chief of Engineers, Brig. and Bot. Maj. Gen. 
Orrice or THE Curer or Excryerrs, UNITED STATES ARMY, 
Washington, D. O., April 17, 1884. 
Hon. Rosrerr T. Lixcoiyx, 
Secretary of War: 

Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the reference to this office on the llth 
instant of the letter of the Hon. W. P. Frye, of the Committee on Commerce of 
the United States Senate, inclosing S. 1447, “To authorize the construction of 
certain bridges across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill or Kill 
von Kull, and to establish the same as post-roads,”’ and certain papers relating 
thereto, and to state that it was referred to Maj.G. L. Gillespie, Corps of Engi- 
neers, who has returned it with the report of which the following is a copy. 

Major Gillespie's views appear to be just and proper, ana are coneurred in. 

Usirep States Eyxciyerr’s Orricr, New York, April 15, 1884. 


Respectfully returned to the Chief of Engineers, United States Army. 

The intent of the act,as I understand it, is to authorize at this time the con- 
struction of a raily.,ad bridge over the navigable waters of Arthur Kill, the Sec- 
retary of War hav-ng the reserved sees, the interest of commerce, to dictate 
the character and arrangement of the bridge in all its parts. 

The petition submitted with Mr. Bonnett’s r has been carefully consid- 
ered. The east bank of Arthur Kill, on the northern side of Staten Island, ex- 
tending south to Fresh Kills, is a wide marsh land, with but little variation in 
its elevation for adistance back from the shore line of over2miles. If the lower 
chord of the bridge proposed to be built near Elizabethport be placed at 135 feet 
above high water the syypenenes to the bridge would be over long and high 
trestle-work, which would have so steep a grade as to make the railroad proba- 
bly unfitted for giving rapid transit to the towns on the island and on the west 
bank, or for convenient connection with existing railroads. 

The 135-foot contour of the island along the proposed railroad line on the north 
shore does not extend westward of Factoryville. At the southwestern point of 
the island the ground is higher than on the north shore ; on the ridge above Tot- 
tenville the 100-foot contour appears on a single rise, ‘but this is an exception ; 
all the rest of the ground in the vicinity is m lower. 

The low character of the land adjacentto Arthur Kill therefore compels, with 
rapid transit in view, the construction of low bridges; and that they may not 
obstruct navigation, draws must be provided, the exact width and arrangement 
of which can be definitely stated only afler a careful survey of the water course 
has been made, including the determination of the strength and directions of 
the current. Aclear width of not less than 200 feet in the nel way, through 
the bridges provided for in the act, is, with my —— knowledge, deemed suf- 
ficient for the requirement of the commerce of Arthur Kill, and the rae 
bridges may, it is thought, be built without interfering injuriously with the fow 
of the tide, or without increasing the dangers to navigation due to ice which 
forms in the kill or is driven there by winds and currents. 

The relation of the bridges to the tides, ice-floes, and other matters involving 
the rights of commerce, will engage the attention of the examining officers des- 
ignated by the Secretary of War, after the bridge company shall have presented 

rawings and specifications of the plans proposed. 

The examination will include no’ — the bridges proper and the necessa: 
width of draws, but their sites and the sites and arrangements of the piers wit 
reference to the navigation of Arthur Kill in all its bearings. 

The papers are herewith returned. 

G. L. GILLESPIE, 


Major of Engineers, Brt. Lieut. Col,, U. 8. A. 
The letter of Hon. Mr. Frye is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN NEWTON, 
Chief of Engincers, Brig. and But. Maj. Gen. 


War Department, Washington Cily, April 19, 1884. 


Str: Referring to your letter of the 10th instant, inclosing bill 8S. 1447, Forty- 
n of certain 


> Congress, first session, a bill “‘to authorize the 
ges 


across the Staten Island Sound, known as Arthur Kill or Kill von _— 


and to establish the same as post-roads,”’ together with a petition from Mr. 


Bonnett and other shore-owners, and also returning for consideration in con- 
Chief of Enginee bodyi rt on this dill from Maj. @ L. Gillespie, 
ef 0 rs, embody & report on 5 

a ieenen ae invite your attention to the inclosed re- 


neers, 
rt of April 17, 1884, from the Chief of Engineers, cones ental re- 
a dated the 15th instant, from Maj. G. L. Gill es nvincers, 


nection with the petition referred to a report, 


Corps of I have the 


whose 


views as therein are concurred in by 
The inclosures to your letter are herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. LINCOLN, 


War. 
Hon. Wri11amM P. Frye, wd 


Chairman of subcommitice of Cominitice on Commerce, 
United States Senate. 


PUBLIC BUILDING, READING, PA. 


Mr. ERMENTROUT. Mr. Speaker, I move tosuspend the rules and 
discharge the Committee of the Whole House from the further consider- 
ation of House bill 1983 with the amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and put the same upon its 


passage. 
The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 


ask for objections. 
The bill as amended was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c., 


That the 
erection of a public building by the United States at Reading, Pa. 


be, and the same is hereby, increased to $i and that sum is hereby fixed 
athe limit of cost for the erection of said bathing 
having charge of 


officers of the United States Go 
blic buildin, 


Sno. 2. That the 


the erection of are authorized and required to be governed by 


the limitation hereby in making contracts for the erection of said 


building. 


Mr. MORRISON. I demand a second. 
The question being on seconding the motion to suspend the rules, 


we tee = 
a 


The census of 1880 shows it to be the fifth largest city in Pennsylvan 
forty-first in the United States. Owing to its remarkable prosperity since the; 
it is, at i 
shows 
various kinds, mainly for dwelling-houses to accommodate its rapidly increas. 
ing population, and also to considerable extent for manufactories. . 


lation has been unusual, for an Eastern city, since 1880, and the population is ; 
set down at about 55,000. 


806; in 1885, $28.638,837. Total receipts by the city government for the \« 
ing December 31, 1883, were $372,140.50; in 1885, were $405,863.96. p 


north of 


agricultural section of the State, abounding also in rich deposits of iro. o 
limestone. 


being within reach by both water and rai 
(Schuylkill Canal Com 
lines, under the gene 


the 


and Schuy 
with that of the Philadelphia and Reading, to the city of Reading, and from 
thence to Hamburg, from which point the road will be pushed to an early com- 
pletion to Pottsville and the anthracite regions of the Schuy)kill. 
that their lines will, at an early period, be extended up the Lebanon Valley, to 
connect with their main line to the West. 


amount heretofore fixed as the limit of cost for the 
Government 





the Speaker appointed Mr. MorRIsoN and Mr. ERMENTROUT to act 25 
tellers. 
Before the count was completed, ; 


Mr. ERMENTROUT. Mr. Speaker, I believe that a quo: 


im has 


not yet voted, but in consideration of an agreement to have a vote jy, 
yeas and nays on the passage of this bill the point will not be maa, 


The SPEAKER. On this question the ayes are 128 and the aah 


so there is a second. Under the rule thirty minutes are allowed 4 
debate, fifteen minutes on each side. 


Mr. ERMENTROUT addressed the committee. 


[See Appendix, ] 
Mr. MORRISON. 


I ask for the reading of the report of the coy. 


mittee. 


The report of the committee (by Mr. DiBBLE) was read, as follows 
The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to whom was refery, i 


House bill 1983, beg leave to repo: 


rt: 
That Reading is one of the most flourishing business emporiums in the Upjoy 


‘and the 


resent, the fourth largest city in Pennsylvania. The official recor 
at since June 1, 1880, 2,833 permits have been issued for buildings of 


‘the population in 1870 was 33,930, and in 1880 was 43,278. The increase jy popu- 

now 
The valuation of property for taxation for city purposes in 1583 was $23 4. 
ir end- 
ing is situate on the river Schuylkill, 54 mileseast of Harrisburg, \) 
hiladelphia, 36 miles south of Pottsville, in the heart of tho rict 


chest 


es 


re and 


The large anthracite. coal fields of Pupaeteesiogse immediately at her doors 

. Besides having canal navigation 

ny) it is the radiating center of six important railroad 

control of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Com- 

pany, connecting the anthracite-coal regions with New York, Philade|ptia, aud 
Jest, and the lumber regions. 

The ee Railroad Company, under the name of the Pennsylvania 

kill Valley Railroad, has completed a line of railroad, almost paralle| 


It is « x pected 


The machine-shops, car-shops, rolling-mills, &c., of the Philadelphia and Read- 
ing Company are located here; the pay-roll of thiscompany alone baling $150,000 
monthly. There are also located here la manufacturing establishments, in- 


cluding Santee Sree, machine and boiler works, anthracite furnaces, cotton 
and woolen mills, hat factories, tanneries, pipe and sheet mills, stove-works, nut- 
works, hardware-works, ries and warehouses, grist-miils, paint- 
works, zine-works, planing-mills, carriage factories, breweries, &c., giving steady 
employment to thousands of ratives. 

It hassix national banks, with aggregate capitalstock of $1,300,000; fifty build- 
ingand loan associations, whose income and loans, from the savings of the work- 
ing classes mainly, reach at least $125,000 monthly. Two street railway com- 
panies traverse the city, from east to west and from north to south. 

Among its public buildings are large churches of every denomination, two 
large opera houses, Meennerchoir hall, and six large market houses, in as many 
sections of the city. It has also three parks. 

The total financial transactions of the Reading post-office for the year 1885 
amounted to the sum of $247,063.35, of which the postal money-order business 
amounted to nearly $103,000. The = income of the post-office up (o Decem- 
ber 31, 1883, was 937.46, the net income Ss and notwithstanding the 


reduction in rate of postage the gross income for the year 1885 amounted to U1.,- 
936.81, and the net income to $19,361.53. 
The receipts from in revenue are about $300,000. There are two deputy 


in the county of which Reading is the county seat. 
The sources of ne gonepera are of an enduring and permanent char- 

uing and rapid growth. It is destined to become 
one of the great cities of the East in point of trade and population. 

The Epeaibelliawasbemencdations and for the 
accommodation of the United States revenue officers, examining surgeons, and 
commissioner located there, u rental of buildings never constructed for any 
such and in which, from time to time, alterations, repairs, ani exten- 
sions have been required to meet its gro wants, subject to the risks of re- 

These are insufficient for publie need, inconvenient for 


officials, and afford no security against re. 
A bill authorizing the 4 of the Treasury to select a site for a public 
building at the during the Forty-second Congress, and 


vorably from the Committee on Public Buildings and 


Grounds d the Forty-seventh Congress, and also during the Forty-eighth 
Congress. 
The bill to the Forty-eighth Co: became a law, but the sum ap- 


, was entirely too small. commission appointed by the 
failed to find a suitable site at such a price as would jus- 
tify the commencement of the and so reported to the Department. 
Upon inquiry made as to the price at w a substantial building commensu- 
rate with the business and future th of Reading could be erected. the De- 
suggests that the limit fixed by the present bil! , $250,000, would be a 
committee are of the opinion that the amount heretofore fixed as lim't 
of for the erection of a pu ic building at Reading is too small, and they 
therefore recommend that House bill 1983 be amended by striking out the words 
“two hundred and fifty thousand,” in line 6, and inserting in leu thereof the 
words “one hundred and eighty thousand,” and that as thus amended the 
same do pass, 
Mr. SPRINGER and Mr. McMILLIN. Was there not an agr-ement 
we should have the yeas and nays on this bill. i 
Mr. ERMENTROUT. Yes; that was the agreement, and I wil! «a! 
for the and nays. 
EAKER. It was 


a 


if the call for a pone on ee 
drawn the and na: be taken on the passage of the 5! 
Mr. ERMENTROUT. Yes; that is so. 


Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. But that does not bind the House. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 21, noes 69. 
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So the yeas and nays were ordered, one fifth of those present voting |.quested the return to that body of the bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pen- 


refor. 
= question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
155, nays 34, not voting 134; as follows: 


YEAS—155. 
Adams, J. J. - Romie, Tinheney, Reunten, 
, C. M. rq vr, artin, Seney, 
ree J. A. Felton, McAdoo, Senione. 
Baker, Ford, McKenna, Shaw, 
Barbour, Forney, McRae, Smalls, 
Barnes, Gay, Miller, Snyder, 
Bayne, Gibson, C. H. Mills, Sowden, 
Beach, Gibson, Eustace Mitchell, Spooner, 
Belmont, Gilfillan, Morgan, Springer, 
Bennett, Grout, Morrill, 8 eele, 
" Guenther, Morrison, St. Martin, 
E Hatch, Morrow, Stone, W.J., Ky. 
Bliss, Haynes, Neal, Strait, 
Blount, _— = oo ‘ Swinburne, 
Bound emphill, 2 ey, Swope, 
Boutelle, Henderson, T.J. Nelson, Symes, 
Boyle, Henley, O'Donnell, Tarsney, 
Brown, C. E. Hepburn, O'Hara, Taulbee. 
Brown, W. W. Hiestand, O'Neill, J. J. Taylor, I. H. 
Buck, Hill, Osborne, Thompson, | 
Burnes, Hires, Outhwaite, Throckmorton, 
Bynum, Hiscock, Owen, ‘Tillman, 
Campbell, Felix Holman, Parker, ‘Townshend, 
Campbell, J. M, Hopkins, Payson, Trigg, 
Campbell, Houk, Perkins, Van Eaton, 
Catehings, Hutton, Perry, Wade, 
Cobb, Irion, Pettibone, Wadsworth, 
Compton, James, Plumb, Wait, ce 
Conger, Johnson, F. A Randall, Warner, William 
Crisp, Johnston, T. D. Ranney, Weaver, J. B. 
Culberson, Jones, J Reagan, Weber, | 
Dargan, Kleiner, Reid, J. W. Wellborn, 
Dawson, Laffoon, Reese, West, 
Dibble, Lanham, Rice, Wheeler, 
Dingley, Le Fevre, Robertson, White, A.C. 
ery, Lindsley, Rockwell, Winans, 
Dunn, Louttit, Romeis, Woodburn, 
Ely, Levering, Sawyer, Worthington. 
Ermentrout, Lyman, Sayers, 
NAYS—S. 
Allen, J. M. Davidson, A.C. Harris, Reed, T. B. 
Bland Eldredge, Herbert, Riggs, 
Breckinridge, C.R. Fuller, Johnston, J.T. | Seymour, 
Cabell, Geddes, La Follette, Skinner, 
Candler, Glass, Matson, Taylor, Zach. 
Comstock, Green, W.J MeMillin, Thomas, 0. B. 
Cowles, pe n os. Turner. 
Cox, Talse eel, 
Daniel, Hammond. \ 
NOT VOTING—134 
Adams, G. E pee, Eoaen, poms 
Aiken, reey, ing, Sadler, 
Allen, C. Dougherty, Laird, Scott, 
rnot, Dowdney, Landes, Singleton, 
Atkinson, Dunham, Lawler, Sp \ 
Ballentine, Eden, Lehibach, Stahinecker, 
‘ Elisberry, Libbey, Stephenson, 
Brady, Evans, Little, Stewart, Charies 
. Findlay, Long, Stewart, J. W. 
Bresknridge WCP Fleeger low Stone, We d., M 
. awry, Stone, W. J., Mo. 
Browne, T. M. Foran, , Markham, Storm, 
Bramm, Frederick , Maybury Struble, 
Buchanan, Funston, McComas, Taylor, E. B. 
Bunnell, Gallinger, MCreary, ‘Taylor, J. M. 
Burleigh, Glover, McKinley, Thomas, J. R. 
Burrows, Goff, Merriman, Tucker, 
Butterworth, Green, R.S Millard, Van Schaick, 
Caldwell Grosvenor, Milliken, Viele, 
Campbell, T. J. Hall Moffat, Wakefield, 
Cannon, Hanback, Muller, Wallace, 
Carleton, Harmer, Murphy, Ward, J. H. 
Oaswell, Hayden, Norwood, Ward, T. B. 
Ciardy, Henderson,D.B. 0’Ferrall, Warner, A. J. 
Clements, Henderson, J. 8. O'Neill, Charles Weaver, A. J. 
ba Hermann, Payne, Wake, Milo 
, Hewitt, t eters, t ng, 
on Hitt, Phelps, Witkine, 
Croxton, _ Pindar, ' Wilson, 
Curtin, Hudd, Pirce, Wise, 
Cuteheon, —> Richardson, Wolford. 
Davidson, &. HM, Kelley ae, Rowell, 
So (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the bill was passed. 
During the on motion of Mr. SowDEN, by unanimous con- 
“ee reading of the names was with. 
following additional were announced from the Clerk’s desk: 
Mr. BALLENTINE with Mr. CARLETON, on this vote. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of , With Mr. McKINLEY, on this vote. 
Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey, Mr. Brum, for this day. 
Mr. STAHLWECKER with Mr. Br abr, for the remainder of this day. 
- McADOO. My colleague, Mr. GREEN, of New Jersey, if pres- 
ent, would have voted in the affirmative on the bill (H. R. 7887) to re- 
peal all laws for the pre-emption of the public lands, the laws 


the laws authorizing the sale of 


f 
er 
i 
t 


RETURN OF A BILL. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Symrsow, one of its Clerks, re- 


sion to Ellen Corcoran. 
And then (at 5 o’clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. G. E. ADAMS: Petition of the Board of Trade of Chicago, 
Iil.—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ARNOT: Petition for the relief of Edward Sidney, to accom- 
pany House bill 5049—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of members of Sydney Post, No. 41, Grand Army of the 
Republic, praying that a pension be granted to Sophronia E. Bucklin— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. C. R. BRECKINRIDGE: Petition of J. G. and J. V. John- 
son, sons of J. J. Johnson, deceased, of De Witt; of Eveline T. Bear- 
ley, widow of John P. Bearley; and of Samuel H. Fitzhugh, of Monroe 
County; of Kate Whitmore, heir of Charles W. Belknoff; and of James 
Yurlong, of Arkansas County, Arkansas, asking that their war claims 
be referred to the Court of Claims—-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BOYLE: Petition for an act granting a pension to Charlotte 
Church—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: Four petitions asking that a pension be granted 
Mrs. Mary Reed, widow of A. A. Reed—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BURROWS: Petition of 179 soldiers and sailors and citizens 
of Decatur, Mich., for the passage of Senate bill 1886—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. BUTTERWORTH: Petition of M. E. Collester, 8. E. Bur- 
rows, and others, citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, asking for better legal pro- 
tection of young girls in the District of Columbia—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Ohio, for the passage of Senate 
bill 779—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, report of the committee of the Chamber of Commerce of Cin- 
cinnati, favoring the bill to create a customs court, &c.—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CABELL: Petition of Lurena Lamb, of Carroll County, Vir- 
ginia, for reference of claim to the Court of Claims—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. CAINE: Petition of 2,122 citizens of sundry districts of Utah 
Territory, earnestly protosting against the enactment of any legislation 
which will deprive them of all voice in the government of said Terri- 
tory, by disfranchising them through test-oaths on account of their ze- 
ligious beliefs, as proposed by the minority party of said Territory; 
also against the passage of any law which would abolish the Legisla- 
ture of Utah and create a legislative commission therefor—to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories. 

By Mr. COLLINS: Memorial of 208 citizens of Rhode Island, asking 
for an amendment to the Constitution—to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

By Mr. CONGER: Petition of Local Assembly, Knights of Labor, of 
Stuart, Iowa, urging the passage of laws prolibiting aliens from own- 
ing Jands in the United States—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CRAIN: Petition of citizens of Brownsville, Tex., favoring 
the passage of House bill 1513—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, papers in the case of Mrs. Catharine Allen—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. DAVIS: Petition of John 8. Emery & Co. and others, in 
favor of establishing telephonic communication between the life-saving 
station on Cape Cod, Massachusetts—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. DINGLEY: Petition of Ellen 8. Braden, Kinsman Atkinson, 
and 59 others, citizens of Saco, Me., asking for the better legal protec- 
tion of young girls in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of John H. Rollins, late a private in Company F, First 
District of Columbia Cavalry, for correction of his military record—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Petition of Emil Wagner and others, hos- 
pital stewards, asking for the passage of Senate bill 1119—to the same 
committee. 

Also, memorial of MacKellar, Smith & Jordan, of Philadelphia, ask- 
ing for the passage of Senate bill 1813 and House bill 8323—to the Com- 
mittee on Patents. 

By Mr. EVERHART: Petition of the Moral Education Society of 
Philadelphia, officially signed, asking for better legal protection of 
young girls in the District of Columbia, &c.—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. FULLER: Petition of J. D. Dooley and 57 others, citizens 
of Fayette County, Iowa, asking for the passage of Senate bill 1886, for 
the relief of soldiers of the late war—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


By Mr. FUNSTON: Petition of William Mackey, to be restored to 
the pension-roll—to the same committee. : 

By Mr. GIFFORD: Petition of Ellen Page, for special-act pensiou~ 
to the same committee. 
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By Mr. GROUT: Affidavit of Abram G. Bliss, in support of House 
bill granting an increase of pension to James C. Doggett—to the same 
committee. 

Also, testimony in support of House bill granting a pension to Alex- 
ander R. Good win—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HALSELL: Petition of R. K. Dick, for a pension—to the 
same committee. 

Also, petition of William M. Smith and others, for equalization of 
bounties, &c.—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HAMMOND: Petition of Peter Lynch, of Fulton County; of 
Elizabeth Walker, of Asa Broswell, and of Zadock C. Baker, of De 
Kalb County; of H. S. Campbell, of Allen J. Veal, of William God- 
dard, and James E. Elam, of De Kalb County; of Thomas Dye, John 
M. Nace, and John Fickem, of Atlanta; and of Mattie A. D. Vaughan, 
widow of M. B. D. Vaughan, of Jotiesborough, Ga., asking that their 
war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Papers and letters in relation to claim 
for pension of Luke Hall, dependent father of Amos E. Hall, de- 
ceased—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HEPBURN: Petition of Hannah B. Ritchie, asking for a 
pension—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HILL: Petition of members of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public of Bee Height, Dak., praying for the division of said Territory 
on the seventh standard parallel—te the Committee on Territories. 

By Mr. HOLMAN: Petition and papers of John Colter, for repay- 
ment of money expended by him in raising volunteers for the Union 
Army in the late war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HOUK: Petition of N. H. Blair, executor, of Sevier County, 
and of 8. S. McCuistion, of Jefferson County, Tennessee, asking that 
their war claims be referred to the Court of Claims—to the same com- 
mittee. 

Also, petition of William L. Vance, surviving partner of Lopp & 
Vance—to the same committee. 

Also, two petitions of hospital stewards, relative to increase of pay— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. J. T. JOHNSTON: Petition of Merrick Y. Buck and of 
James Bannon, asking for the passage of bills granting them pen- 
sions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition and evidence of Leletta Lawrence, asking that the 
same accompany bill—to the same committee. 

By Mr. KLEINER: Papers toaccompany bill for the relief of Joshua 
Wallace—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LAFFOON: Petition of Jesse A. Radcliff and many others, 
citizens of Christian County, Kentacky, asking for the passage of Sen- 
ate bill 1886—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LOVERING: Memorial of citizens of Massachusetts, asking 
that the navy-yard at Boston be put upon a footing te do such work as 
may be required on the repair, fitting ont, and construction of vessels 
of war as shal! substantially add toour Navy for the protection of com- 
merce and the country—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. LYMAN: Petition of James M. Garrison, for removal of the 
charge of desertion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCREARY: Petition of John M. Peters and others, asking 
for the passage of the general pension bill—to the same comnuittee. 

By Mr. MATSON: Petition of Richard A. Falk and 58 others, citi- 
zens of Monroe County, Indiana, for a pension by special act to Evan 
L. Sullivan, late of Company G, One hundred and forty-ninth Indiana 
Volunteers—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MILLER: Petition of William 8. Bunch, of Caldwell County, 
Texas, asking that his war claim be referred to the Court of Claims—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MILLIKEN: Petition of George Henderson, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Josiah Woodwell, to remove mark of desertion of 
Hiram F. Woodwell—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MITCHELL: Remonstrance of citizens of Middleton, Conn., 
against the removal of the custom-heuse from Middleton to Hartford, 
Conn.—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MORROW: Memorial from citizens of the United States and 
residents of the Territory of Utah, praying for legislation to promote 
settlement of the Territories of the United States and te protect the 
rights of homestead and pre-emption claimants—to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

By Mr. NELSON: Memorial of the Daluth Board of Trade, relative 
to and ia opposition to the consolidation of the Dalath customs dis- 
trict with the Minneapolis district, and making Saint Paul the sole 
port of entry—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. O'HARA: Petition of the Teachers’ Association of Northamp- 
ton County, Nerth Carolina, asking for the passage of an i 
bill—to the Committee on Education. 
ae Mr. OSBORNE: Petition of A. Sidney fe ery ee 

92 others, citizens of Coudersport, Pa., asking 
Senate bill 1886, for the relief of soldicrs of the late anaemia 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 





By Mr. PAYNE: Petition of Godfrey Weitzel Post, No. 467, Granq 
Army of the Republic, of Westbury, N. Y., for general pension legis. 
lation—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PEEL: Petition of J. P. Roberson, of Perryville, Aja. for 
payment of supplies and stores taken by the United States troops dar. 
ing the late war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. PERKINS: Resolutions of Lincoln Camp, No. 60, Division 
of Kansas, of Sons of Veterans, asking for the passage of Senate bill 
1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PETERS: Petition of Robert W. Millard, of George w 
Dixon, of William H. Litter, of Benajah Coffield, of George Fichfielg 
of James A. Underwood, of George F. McCleland, of Robert H. Mck). 
wain, of John L. Dickson, of James A. Underwood, of William J 
Millard, and of James J. Godfrey, for relief—to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Also, petition of citizens of Harper County, Kansas, protesting against 
entries and patents to public lands—to the same committec. 

Also, petition of W. H. Gilliam for heirs of James H. Egner, deceased 
of Barber County, Kansas, asking that his war claim be referred to the 
Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, petition of Hon. J. C. Strong and 80 others, citizens of Pawnes 
County, Kansas, praying for the passage of the Logan bill—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Jesse G. Hamilton, for an invalid pension—to the 
same committee. 

Also, petition of Commissioner of General Land Office, in relation 
to survey asked by House resolution—to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

By Mr. PETTIBONE: Testimony in the matter of Alfred F. Brown, 
of Washington County, Tennessee—to the Committee on War Claims, 

By Mr. PINDAR: Petition of C. W. Hamlin and 15 others, soldiers 
of the late war, asking the passage of Senate bill 1886—to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RIGGS: Petition of E. O. Stanard and others, of Saint Louis, 
praying for the improvement of Hamburg Bay, Calhoun County, IIli- 
nois—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, resolutions of McLane Post, No. 97, Grand Army of the Re- 
public, of Beardstown, IIL, in favor of Senate bill No. 1886—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. ROWELL: Petition of Mary K. Lewis, administratrix of 


‘Joseph C. Lewis, deceased, of the District of Columbia—to the Com- 


mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Petition of Edward P. Bartlett, M. D., and 
others; and of John Howell and others, in favor of Senate bil! 347, for 
the relief of ex-Tuion soldiers—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, resolut.1ns of the board of directors of the Board of Trade of 
Chicago, in favor of amending section 5258 Revised Statutes—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. STEELE: Petition of the Grand Army of the Republic ask- 
ing favorable action on the bill for the relief of Capt. Alexander Mc- 
Creary—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. STRAIT: Statementof the collector of customsof Saint Paul, 
Minn., showing the dutiable value of and amount of duty collected at 
the port of Saint Paul for the fiscal years 1685 and 1886; also the 
expense of collecting the same, and the value of free goods—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. ‘ 

By Mr. SWOPE: Petition of George Hess, for pay for sixteen months’ 
service as private in Company F, One hundred and thirtieth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. E. B. TAYLOR: Resolutions of Hall Post, No. 426; of Hall 
Relief a 104, of Farmington; of John B. Richards and others, 

W. H. Johnson and others, of Mentor, Ohio, in favor of Senate 
bill 1886—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. THOMAS, of Illinois: Resolutions of the board of directors 
of the Chicago Board of Trade, asking the amendment of section 5258 
of the Revised Statutes—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND: Petition of citizens of Jefferson County, 
Illinois, praying for the erection of a public building at Mount Vernon, 
Ill., for the use of the Federal court, internal-revenue office, and post- 
office—to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. A. J. WARNER: Petition of H. J. Young and 5% others, 
citizens of Noble , Ohio, for the passage of Senate bil! 1¢s6— 


on War Claims. 
petition of Minter P. inventor of an improved fort, 
for a bill to be passed making an appropriation to build one 
Hook, New Jersey—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
. WILLIS: Petition of Ganz Sebastian, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers to be filed with bill for the relief of James L. Kelley — 
to the same committee. 

Also, to be filed with bill for relief of Mary Buckley, mother 
of Mastin Belliven—to the gume comaiiien. 
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SENATE. 
TUESDAY, June 8, 1886. 


Prayer by Rev. Jon: Swartz, D. D., of Gettysburg, Pa. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. LOGAN presented a petition of ex-Union soldiers of Warren 
County, Illinois, praying that all ex-Union soldiers be placed on the 
ion-roll; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. HARRIS. I present a paper addressed to myself and my col- 
but evidently in the nature and intended as a memorial to Con- 
against the passage of what is known as the oleomargarine bill. 
It is signed by Cooper & Co. and 20 other business firms in the city of 
Memphis, Tenn. 1 ask that the paper be received and referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The memorial will be so referred. 
Mr. HARRISON — resolutions adopted at a meeting of the 


Union Soldiers and Sailors’ Rights Association of Indiana, favoring the 
enactment of an clause to section 1754 of the Revised 


Statutes, prescribing a t for non-compliance withits provis- 
ions, &c.; which were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CALL presented a memorial of citizens of Pensacola, Fa., re- 
monstrating against the passage of the oleomargarine bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. CALL. I present a memorial of the Board of Trade of the city 
of Fernandina, Fla., stating— 

the port of Fernandina is situated at the entrance of Cumberland Sound, 
Mary’s River. 

the deepest water for the entrance of vessels on the 
of Florida, Pensacola alone f 
Saint Mary's, a deep and important river, and is 
of ia and Savannah on the one hand and 
‘ohn’s River on the other, by inland passage. 
designated terminus of the ship-canal between the Gulf of Mex- 


port on the eastern coast of Florida admitting vessels en- 
ropean and South American commerce. 
the only on the eastern coast of Florida admitting vessels 
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a considerable and increasing commerce, both foreign and do- 
tonnage of vessels arriving and departing annually is over 300,000 
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ng nearly 600 miles of road in Florida. 
bonded warehouse and greater facilities for foreign commerce 
on Atlantic coast of Flo: y that “ with a bar chan- 
General Gillmore in his report of July 1, 1885), the port will 
uable and attractive for maritime and naval) pur- 
d it will then have as great a depth of water as any harbor on the 


That new lines of transportation now building will connect this port with the 
great granaries of the West. 

Thatasemi-weekly line of large steamships is now running between Fernan- 
een English steamers are iu the trade between this port 


That, as a commercial port, it is of superior importance to that of the Saint 


at the entrance of Saint John's River, according to 
ief of Engineers, is 6 feet, with a high-water depth of 11 feet. 


at the Fernandina bar, rding to the same re- 
teste -anheedepths ts tock. _— E 


vessel of foreign vessels arriving in the Saint 
Glaineandderias thesame period at Fernandina 


sea from the Saint John's, 1880 to 1885, was $315,- 
at Jacksonville, 1880 to 1885, was $6,245, 


rs eee 
protests inst the proposed 
Siilamienes ieeus thin pact’ - 


zB 
pe 
F 
a: 


elf 

: He 
e 
: 


ia 
Hu! 
i 
: 


if 
i 


fei 
Hf 
Ib 


fi 
i 
f 
[ 


I movethe referenceof the memorial tothe Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CALL. I present @ resolution adopted by the Jacksonville 
(Fla.) Board of Trade, favoring legislation making liberal appropria- 
tions for sustaining the Signal Service of the Government on the At- 
lantic coast of Florida. I move the reference of the resolution to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of William H. Williams and 
48 other and soldiers of the thirteenth Congressional district 
S mae af Geten: Rictastieands ond 90 other cisiens 

rteenth Congressional district of Pennsylvania; 
the petition ef James Fox and 27 other citizens and soldiers of the thir- 
teenth Congressional district of ; and the petition of Lewis 
Hopkins and 64 other citizens and of the thirteenth Congres- 
sional district of Pennsylvania, praying for the passage of pension bills 
f manted ime = penaet Ge Goand Army of | 

 Prtig; which were referred to Committee on Pensions. 

on , of Towa. I present a resolution adopted by the Iowa 
pn Traveling Men’s Association the enactment of the bill 


as epee and licenses naw ting 
cmsaeeead terns Tenses as aa 
Committee on Commerce. 
The motion was agreed to. 








Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the memorial of Mrs. A. F. Newman, 
of Utah, on the subject of female suffrage in that Territory. I have 
read it, and as it contains so interesting an account of the operations of 
the female suffrage Mormon law there, I ask that it may be printed as 
adocnment. As the subject has now been acted upon here, I ask that 
the memorial lie on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont asks that 
the memorial presented by him be printed as a document. If there be 
no objection, that order will be made. The memorial will lic on the 
table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Fivance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 1982) for the relief of John Fraser, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Claims; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. Iam directed by the Committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. I. 6692) for the relief of Ferdinand Plocher, 
to report it back adversely. There isa general law now authorizing all 
that is provided to be done by the bill and I move that it be postpened 
indefinitely. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TELLER, from the Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 
the petition of Hiram Berdan, agent of the Berdan Fire-Arms Manufact- 
uring Company of New York, claiming compensation for infringement 
of the Berdan patents in the manufacture of the Springfield breech- 
loading rifles at the national armory at Springfield, Mass., submitted 
a report thereon, accompanied bya bill (S. 2619) authorizinga settiement 
of the claim of Hiram Berdan, assignee of the Berdan Fire-Arms Man- 
ufacturing Company; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
the bill (8S. 1775) for the relief of Eliza Ellen Eble, reported it. with 
amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. ALLISON. I submit from the joint commission to consider the 
organization of the Signal Service, Geological Survey, &c., a report on 
that subject, and two bills which I ask may go on the Calendar; and 
at the request of the minority, the Senater from Alabama | Mr. Mor- 
GAN], who is absent, I also present with the majority report the views 
of the minority. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles: 

A bill (S. 2620) to repeal so much ef the act of June 20, 1878, as 
provides for the appointment of second lieutenants in Sigual Corps; 
and 

A bill (S. 2621) to limit the printing and engraving for the Geolog- 
ical Survey, the Coast and Geodetic Survey, the Hydrographic Office of 
the Navy Department, and the Signal Service. 

The views of the minority were ordered to be printed with the re- 

rt. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amendment, 
and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (S, 2482) to restore pensions in certain cases; 

A bill (8. 2418) granting a pension to Sarah E. Boulter; 

A bill (S. 2002) granting a pension to Betsey A. Smith; and 

A bill (H. R. 6311) granting arrearsof pension to Mrs. Maria Walker. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred the following bills, reported them each with an amendment, and 
submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (S. 2435) granting a pension to Flenricetta M. Drum Hunt; 
and 

A bill (S. 2176) granting a pension to Joanna W. Turner. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
ferred the petition of James B. Royce, of Washington, D. C., late cor- 
poral of Company I, Seventh Vermont Volunteers, praying foran increase 
of pension, submitted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. 2622) 
granting a pension to James B. Royce; which was read twice by its 
title. 


Mr. VAN WYCK, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 


referred the bill (H. R. 8332) increasing the pension of James I. Miller, 
reported it without amendment. 


Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 


ferred the following bills, reported them each without amendment, 
and submitted reporis thereon: 

A bill (HL. R. 921) granting a pension to Clara L. Prenss; and 

A bill (H. R. 4816) granting a pension to Mrs. Letitia J. Garrard. 


Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, reported an amend- 
ment intended to be proposed to the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial appropriation bill; which was referred to the Committee on Ap- 


propriations, and ordered to be printed. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


Mr. MORRILL. I am directed by the Committee on Finance to re- 
port an origina) bill creating an additional Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury. Considering the emergency which is known to all Sena- 


tors, the committee directed me to ask for the 
the bill. It is a very brief bill and I ask that it be read at length. 


The bill (S. 2618) creating an additional Assistant Secretary of the 


present consideration of 
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Treasury was read the first time by its title and the second time at 
length, as follows: 

Be tt enacted, dc., That an additional Assistant Secretary of the Treasury shall 
be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, who shall be paid the same compenenien, perform the same duties, and shall 
be subject to all provisions of law that are now provided for the present Assist- 


ant Secretaries of the Treasury. This act and the office hereby created shall 
eontinue in force one year only. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
sideration of the bill? 

Mr. HOAR. I think that should stand over one day, as it is a very 
important bill, although I have great deference to the judgment of that 
committee. The Senate is not fall. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill will 
be placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let it be printed. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask to have it printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be printed, as a matter of 
course. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to call the attention of the Senator from 
Vermont who reported the bill to a suggestion made by my colleague 
[Mr. DAWES] as to the phraseology of the bill. It provides that the 
office shall be held for one year. Is it the intention of the committee 
to have a successive officer appointed for one year, or one officer? 

Mr. MORRILL. No, sir; it is intended only as a temporary act. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘Then the bill ought to be amended by saying that the 
act shall only continue in force for one year. Otherwise it would be 
the duty of the President to appoint another officer at the end of the 
year and then another. I hope my friend will look at that question 
which my colleague has raised. 

Mr. MORRILL. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill goes on the Calendar. 

Mr. MORRILL subsequently said: I ask unanimous consent, as the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAr] has now withdrawn his ob- 
jection, that the bill in relation to an additional Secretary of the Treas- 
ury may be considered, and that an amendment which has been sug- 
gested by that Senator be agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont asks 
unanimous consent to p to the consideration of the bill (S. 2618) 
creating an additional Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. TELLER. I object to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. Very well; let it go over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill will 
be placed on the Calendar. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. LOGAN introduced a bill (S. 2623) for the relief of F. M. Ryon; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2624) to provide for the location and 
erection of a branch home for disabled volunteer soldiers west of the 
Rocky Mountains; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (S. 2625) to establish a national art 
eommission; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (8. 2626) to limit the creation of 
debts by the Territories of the United States, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 


Is there objection to the present con- 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. LOGAN, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of F.M.Ryon be taken from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, there 
being no adverse report. 

AMENDMENT TO RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

Mr. BROWN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

BONDED EXPORT WHISKY. 
Mr. DAWES submitted the following resolution; which was read: 


be- 

une, amounted to 7,750,- 
export, which, under 
become due to the United Btates ; 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


JUNE 


Commissioner of Internal Revenue, correspondence, and all othe 
ing to the before-mentioned orders of January 6, 1855, and March er ‘hen 


on file in the United States Treasury Depariment, and to inform ()., 

what quantity of whisky has been exported out ef the United Stat, 3 

order of January 6, 1885; also, what quantity, if any. the tax was permitt tye 
be paid upon the expiration of the time provided by law. inst... : 
being stamped for export, and also, what quantity, if any, has be: ation a 
the United States under the order of March 27, 1886, at what ports of ent...” 
admitted and received, and where it is now stored in bond. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be » 
referred to the Committee on Finance. ; 
Mr. DAWES. I should like to have it adopted, if ther 
tion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
for information. 

Mr. COCKRELL. 

in. 

Mr. DAWES. It is only calling for information: that js a) 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The first part of the reso] 
be read. 

The Chiéf Clerk read the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Ii there be no objection to t) 
consideration of the resolution, the question is on agreeing to 

The resoletion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. C: 4; 
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills: jn y 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 1391) to provide for the erection of a publi 
Springfield, Mo. ; 

A bill (H. R. 1983) to increase the appropriation for the erection 
the public building at Reading, Pa.; and 

A bill (H. R. 7887) to repeal all laws providing for the pre-emption 
of the public lands, the laws allowing entries for timber-culture, th: 
laws authorizing the sale of desert lands, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the following 
bills: 

A bill (S. 121) to authorize the construction of a bridge ac 


@ post-road; and 

A bill (S. 2053) for the relief of Chester A. Arthur and William H 
Robertson, late collectors of the customs of the district of the city of 
New York. 

The message further announced that the House had agreci to the 
amendments of the Senate to the following bills: 

A bill (H. R. ion for the relief of Sarah M. Shearer; 

A bill (H. R. 1627) granting a pension to Annie Bagley: 

A bill (H. R. 4685) for the relief of John A. Orndortff; 

A bill tr R. 4782) granting a pension to Elizabeth Meck.) 


That is the best way. It is merely 


Let the resolution without the 
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A bill (H. R. 5154) granting a pension to Margaret A. P’olaud 

A bill (H. R. 5406) granting a pension to P. FE. Raiger; 

A bill (H. R. 6648) for the relief of Edward M. Harrington: and 

A bill (H. R. 7156) to increase the pension of Antionette Himes 
widow of Maj. Gen. David B. Birney. 

The m also returned to the Senate in compliance with its re- 
quest the bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pension to Ellen Corcoian 

TARIFF AMENDMENTS TO OLEOMARGARINE BIL! 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further ‘ concuirent 
or other resolutions ’’ the morning business is closed and the Calenda 
is in order. , 

Mr. DAWES. Yesterday the Senator from Kentucky [|Mr. Beck) 
submitted and asked to have printed and referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry an amendment to the oleomargarine |i!!._ | 
desire to offer an amendment to that amendment, and ask that 1{ m.) 
be printed and referred to the same committee. ; 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask that the amendment to the amendment be 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be read. | 
EF CLERK. It is proposed to strike out all of the amen. 
ment of Mr. Beck and in lieu thereof to insert: 
Src. —. That on and after the date of the passage of this act, for all purposes 
to customs duties and seepastantons, * woolen cloths” shall be held and 
That for the purposes above named, th Juding proviso of sectior 
afi relati: , the conciudin ao of section 
act ng to women’s and children’s dress goods shall be held and 
‘to the whole of said section.  — 
anid the above named the term “ knit goods,” in section 
pap act, relating to cl dolmans, &c., shall be held and construct 
only to garments shaped wholly by knitting. 
Mr. DAWES. I move that the amendment to the amendmen: be 
printed and referred to the Committee on Agriculture and [ore-t'. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CONSIDERATION OF THE CALENDAR. an 2 
PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will ask the Chief Clerk 


order adopted ss hich governs the proceedings of 
day and which the | Chair will endeavor to enforce * 


The amendment to the amendmen‘ 








rrent 
‘ndar 
ECK] 
ee on 
2 
may 


nt be 
iment 
mend- 


Irposes 
eld and 


section 
pid and 


section 


nstrued 


ent be 
stry. 


f Clerk 
ings of 
force as 


1886. 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


2393 





The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Ordered, That after the disposition of Senate bill No. 371, the rest of to-mor- 
row and next day be devoted to the Calendar under the five-minutes’ limitation 
for debate ae to objection, which objection shall operate only to pass 
over the case, ning its place ou the Calendar; and that no motion shall be 
made to to the consideration of any bill where objection is made to the 
consideration of the same. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill referred to in the order of 
the Senate will now be proceeded with. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its 
Clerk, announced that the House had disagreed to the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5874) to alter and amend the act entitled 
“An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from 
the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Govern- 
ment the use of the same for postal, military, and other purposes,’’ ap- 
proved July 1, 1862, and also to alter and amend the act of Congress 

ved July 2, 1864, in amendment of said first-named act; that it 
to the conference asked by the Senate on the said bill and the 
amendments thereto, and had appointed Mr. Crisp, Mr. RICHARDSON, 
and Mr. HANBACK managers at the conference on its part. 
RESTORATION OF NAVAL CADETS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. 371) limiting a portion of an act entitled ‘‘An act 
making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1883, and for other purposes,’’ the pending question being on 
the amendment proposed by Mr. BUTLER as a substitute for the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Maine [ Mr. HALE] 
has the floor on the pending question. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, when the Senate went into executive 
session yesterday I was referring to the claim which is made by that 
portion of the Committee on Naval Affairs represented by the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. BurLER] that the act of 1882 was retroactive, 
and therefore grievous and not to be borne. I find in the report signed 
by that portion of the committee, the one-half who favor the bill, these 
words, referring to the act of 1882: 

The law was not operative when they (the cadets) entered the academy, and 
five years later was made to affect them, and is thus retroactive and in effect an 
ex post facto law. 

I wish at no great length to enforce the view which I endeavored to 
present yesterday, that this claim is without foundation. There is 
nothing whatever in the act of 1882 that is retroactive upon the naval 
establishment. The committee which considered and matured that 
statute and ited it to Congress, where it was aecepted and passed, 
considered that subject very fully, and it was on the basis that it was 
not a retroactive act that it was accepted and adopted by Congress. 

The Court of Claims and the Supreme Court, which have since con- 
sidered the force of that act, have taken into consideration this very 
subject. In the opinions of the Supreme Court cited in the report, 
and making a part of it, presented by the Senator from South Carolina, 
the court in two places refer to this very subject. The Supreme Court, 

the Court of Claims in the case of the United States, 

Witt C. Redgrave, the engineer who brought the suit, 
court decided the law of 1882 did not apply to because he 
uate, go further than this, and in discussing the pro- 

1882 base their decisions on the simple fact that the 
had served four years and graduated was out of his 
and in the Navy, and therefore the act did not apply 
I the attention of the Senator from South Carolina to this 
decision upon the point of which he is inclined to makesomuch. The 
court say, referring to this statute: 

The in the act of A 5,1 for the discharge of surplus naval 
oullianeenn only aaiiee ee to the Ja of 1381 and 1882, 
_ There the court have considered this very subject and have decided, 
in accordance with the intention of Congress when the act was passed, 
that it is not a retroactive act. So also Mr. Justice Matthews, in the 
opinion —_ the case that came before the court, after a full discus- 
sion of this legislation, referring to the language of the act and to what 
it embodied as its purpose, says: 

And to this end the whole scheme of reform embodied in the legislation was 
made prospective. 


With what force it can be argued here that the operation of the act 
of 1882 was retroactive I fail to perceive. I know it was not the in- 
tent of the committee framing the act; I know it was not the under- 


of 
“<tr MIDDLEDERGER. May I ask the Senator if that is not the 


fl 
i 


FS 
7 


! 


F 
B 


decision of the court? 

Mr. HALE. I have just read from the decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Skipping a little bit. I ask if it is not 
vey Sodedsien of the court that it is a retroactive act ? 


HALE. On the other hand, the decision of the court is that it 
The decision of the court, if the Senator will understand it, 

upon the point the engineers, unlike the cadets, had 
their course at the academy in four years, and were out of 
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| their studies and in the Navy, and therefore that the act did not apply 
| tothem. The court do not go into the question of obligation in the 

least, but declare in terms that the statute is prospective and not re- 
troactive. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I will ask the Senator, inasmuch as my 
name is signed to that report, whether it is not a fact that the court de- 
| cided that there was a certain class of students, or whatever you may 

choose to call them, who made a contract, or that the Government con- 
tracted. with under what’ the Senator calls the four-year theory and 
another class of six years? 

Mr. HALE. No, sir; the court decide nothing whatever on that 
point and lay no stress whatever upon the question of contract. They 
simply declare that the engineers, unlike the cadets, had yraduated at 
the end of four years, and that under the provisions of the act declar- 
ing that it should not apply to officers of the Navy, it did not apply to 
them. Then they go on further than that and declare that as to all 
the others the act is not retroactive but is prospective. 

Mr. BUTLER. [ think the Senator is mistaken about that. As I 
read the language of the court, they do not say that the act is prospect- 
ive so far as it relates to the engineers, upon the ground that the Sen- 
ator has just stated, that they were oflicers of the Navy, that they had 
graduated, and therefore could not be discharged in that summary 
way. That was the idea as I understood by reading the decision. 

Mr. HALE. The court go further than that, examine into the act 
and discuss its propositions and its leading purpose in a quite long and 
full opinion, and then at the end in the opinion of Mr. Justice Matthews— 
and I shall read it again showing that it does not simply apply to the 
engineers—he says: 

And to this end the whole scheme of reform embodied in the legislation was 
made prospective. 

I repeat that on this very point, of which so much is sought to be 
made,-there was originally the purpose of the committee which framed 
the act that it should not be retroactive; there was the act of Congress 
adopting it with that purpose, and here is the decision of the Supreme 
Court upon the very subject-matter, declaring that it is not a retroact- 
ive act. 

Let us see one reason why the committee and Congress were so care- 
ful. The youths who were then in the academy pursuing their studies 
were not in the service of the Navy of the United States. They were 
not a part of the Navy, and the act specifically and carefully and with 
the greatest scrutiny and care provided that nothing in it should apply 
to any officer in the Navy, beeause it was deemed to be of importance 
that the man who was in the Navy as an officer should not be troubled 
or sent out. 

These cadets had been admitted as students by the Government, were 
being educated by the Government, were having their course of instruc- 
tion supplied to them and receiving $600 a year in addition. The act 
was not only not retroactive as to them, not shutting them off, but de- 
clared that they might go on and complete their course at the expense 
of the Government. Every boy who was in there at that time has his 
right asa student and as a cadet very jealously guarded, and he is al- 
lowed to go on and complete his course; and if at the end of four years 
he chooses to take a certificate of what he has completed he miay leave 
the service and go into civil life without any money, or he may continue 
and complete his six years’ course and then go out and receive his $950. - 
Nobody at that time thought of raising the point that the right of the 
boy at Annapolis was not jealously and scrupulously guarded. He was 
not a part of the naval establishment; but Senators are inclined to look, 
and the committee reporting the bill sustaining it by its report evidently 
look, upon those boys as part of the Navy. 

The last examining academic board, the last board whose view upon 
this subject (not upon what I am speaking of, but upon the meaning 
to be given to the words I quoted), took up this very point for consid- 
eration. Let me read on this point one of the things that led to the 
provision of the act of 1882 as touching these boys. The academic 
board of visitors on June 6, 1885, the same board that is referred to in 
the report of the Senator from South Carolina, say this—I ask the at- 
tention of Senators to it: 

There is, perhaps, another matter upon which it seems proper that something 
should be said. The cadets in the Military Academy at West Point are by an 
act of Congress designated as a part of the Army, but this board are aware of 
no statute which directly provides that cadets in the Naval Academy are a part 
of the Navy. 

And that isso. The cadet at Annapolis does not stand as a part of 
the Navy of the United States and in its service as an officer, as the 
cadet at West Point does in regard tothe Army; and this whole propo- 
sition went upon the theory that the rights of these boys as students, as 
cadets who were studying, should be jealously guarded; and so they 
were. 

This proposition embodied in the act of 1882 that so carefully looked 
out for these cadets and gave them the privilege of completing their 
studies and jealously excluded the retroactive feature, would not be 
subject to objection one half as much as the proposition that the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts sustains; that is, shutting up the academy. 
You shut up the academy to-day or next year and you interfere with 
the course of study of every boy who has entered that academy. He 
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might have some reason to say that the Government was expected to | Mr. HALE. Well, it is not very essential. 


complete his course there. 

Mr. DAWES. I have never been able to make the Senator under- 
stand the proposition I made. The Senator from Maine argued yester- 
day—and that is the burden of his portion of the report made to the 
Senate—that the course of instruction at Annapolis had resulted in pro- 
ducing a great many more officers for the Navy than there was any use 
for, and he has addressed himself for several years (and the bill under 
consideration is the result of that report of his) to relieving the coun- 
try from the difficulties which that policy has involved usin. I sug- 


gested whether, instead of addressing himself to measures to relieve us’ 


from the results of the policy, he had not better modify the policy and 
reduce thesupply; and he inquired of me if I would shut up the acad- 
emy at Annapolis, and I said if it was necessary to reduce the supp!y to 
the needs and demands of the Navy, it would be better to shut it up 
than to go on overrunning the Navy with officers and then proceeding 
to devise measures by which we could throw the officers out after we 
had educated them. That was my suggestion. If the Senator sup- 
posed that I would be a party to inducing young men to embark in this 
education, and after having spent one, two, or three years there to shut 
the academy down on them, as you would a lid on a box, I have never 
made any such suggestion as that. 

Mr. HALE. I asked the Senator yesterday if he would vote to shut 
up the academy at Annapolis, and he said in terms that he would. 

Mr. DAWES. Certainly, and I say it now; but I would shut it up 
in some way in conformity with justice. The Senator seems to think 
that to relieve the country of the results of the unwise policy adopted 
it is necessary to disregard all the undertakings of the Government 
thus far instead of correcting the policy itself. 

Mr. HALE. Now, Mr. President, if there has been any force what- 
ever in what I have said, it is upon that very int; and I here and 
now utterly repudiate the idea that this i is based on the 
Government going back upon any of its undertakings. On the other 
hand, I have endeavored to'show that the act of 1882 most jealously 
guards the rights of everybody, of every officer in the Navy that he 
shall not be turned out, and of every student who was pursuing his 
studies that his studies should not be interfered with; and I do here 
declare that it is an assumption on the part of Senators who favor this 
bill that they are seeking to do what will put the Government right 
in keeping its contracts. On the other hand, the Government has 
scrupulously guarded and sensitively guarded its duties in this respect; 
and there is nothing in the legislation which shows that the Govern- 
ment has been lacking in the least. 

Yesterday I asked the Senator in terms: 

Now— 
Not hereafter, but ‘‘ now ’’— 


Now, will the Senator vote under any condition to close the school at Annapo- 
lis for six years? 


To which he responded: 


Mr. Dawes. Most certainly. I will do so rather than educate nine-tenths of 


all that graduate there at the expense of the Government without the slightest 


idea of ever utilizing that education in the Navy. 

So that the Senator put in contradistinction one against the other, 
either the educating men and turning them out and receiving only what 
the Navy wants,or shutting up the academy for six years. I would 
rather pursue the course that the act of 1882 intends and lays out so 
clearly, than to radely shut up that academy for six years. I differ 
with the Senator from Massachusetts. 

dir. DAWES. The Senator did not understand me as imputing to 
him an intention to violate any of the contracts or engagements of the 
Government. The only assertion that I intended to make was that 
that was the effect of the proposition. 

Mr. HALE. That I deny. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator did not ask me whether I would ruth- 
lessly shut up the academy at Annapolis. He asked me if.I would do 
it under any condition, and I repeat it I would do it under certain con- 
ditions. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator made no conditions yesterday. 
swered my categorical question clearly in the affirmative. 

Mr. DAWES. Will the Senator be kind enough to read the question 

in? 


Mr. HALE. Lasked: 


Now, will the Senator vote under any condition to close the school at Annapolis 
for six years? 


Mr. DAWES. And I said that under certain conditions I would. 
Mr. HALE. The Senator replied: 
Most certainly. 

And then he went on to say that he would do so rather than do what 
the act of 1882 did. I differ with him. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator says I meant by that that I would rath- 
lessly shut up the academy without any condition whatever. 

Mr. HALE. I will aqua the teenies that he would 
shut it up, without applying the word ‘rw ,’’ because that per- 
haps is a strong term te apply —— 

Mr. DAWES. ‘The Senator must accept my answer as I gave it, that 
I would shut it up under certain conditions. 


He an- 
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Mr. DAWES. No, it is not worth anything; but it is wort) 
into the RECORD just as it was, if at all. 

Mr. HALE. It seems to me, if Iam capable of making any: 
clear, that I must have made it clear that this act is not retro 
that Congress carefully saw to it that it should not be, and that tia 
court has so passed upon and declared it as a matter of law, a) 
as a matter of right to these young men everything was done | 
that could be done. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to ask the Senator from | 
question. I concur very fully with him that we ought not to pl 
a larger force for the Navy than may be necessary for the work of t) 
defense of the country. I understand his position to be this Whi 
these young men went to the Naval Academy there was no c 
express or implied on the part of the Government that they wou! 
completing their education enter into the naval service of the co 
I can not take that view exactly. My impression is that when t/ 
young gentlemen were invited to become students at the Naval Acad. 
emy the idea was present to their minds that after the completion of 
their studies they should be admitted into the naval service and haye 
employment in that profession. If that is the case, it occurs + 
that injustice was done by the act of Congress. 

Mr. HALE. Letmeask the Senator even supposing that his assuiny- 
tion is correct, and it may be, that these young boys sixteen years of 
age supposed when they went there that they would be instructed and 
would be received into the naval service, does he hold because of t)at 
because a boy so expected, that every rule of law and of policy and o: 
the needs of the Government shall be overridden? Does the Senator 
forget what the Government was doing for these boys, and how 
better a condition of life they were in than nine hundred and ninety- 
nine boys out of a thousand, how eager would have been so many boys 
to have taken their place, and that even to them in their tender years 
should be applied the rules which apply to men, that no man shail be 
taken as assuming what is contrary to the law and the needs and th: 
good of the Government? Does the Senator set up the fact that the loy 
of sixteen supposed the Government would take him in as overri: 
everything else? When a judge is appointed to a court and it is de- 
claved that he shall not be removed until the expiration of his term, | 
expects that he will serve that term out, and yet the Senator knows and 
I know of case after case where the legislative power has intervened and 
abolished the court, and the judge has to take the result as the needs 
of the State or the General Government require and accept the |exisla- 
tion; and there is no hardship inthat. Itmay have been a disappoint- 
ment to the boy, I grant; undoubtedly it was a keen disappointment 
to many of these lads. 

How it is that Senators who early and late upon all other things are 
in favor of economy and in favor of the Government exerting its rights 
and caring for itself have been overpersuaded in this matter as 4 (j\1cs- 
tion of sympathy I am unable to understand. I feel sympathy myself 
for these boys; I have had their case stated to me in most clojuen! 
fashion; I have known and seen the expression of disappointment, aud 
almost crushing disappointment, on the faces of different cadets whe 
they were not allowed to go on; but I can not let that interfere 
what seems to me to be the need of the Government. When the com- 
mittee and when Congress considered this it took the other side, an! en- 
deavored to make recompense to these boys for their disappoint: 
by treating them in the most generous fashion. 

Mr. BUTLER. I will say for the information of the Senator, what 
of course is oe that the Committee on Naval Affairs never (id con- 
sider this question. 

Mr. HALE. No; but Congress considered it, and the bill was pas 
after one of the most animated debates that I ever listened to upon 
floor. 

Mr. BUTLER. It was put upon an appropriation bill. 

Mr. HALE. It was put uponan tion bill, but with d: 
tion; and it was not passed in silence; it was not passed withor it s 
tiny. nase upon this floor, in the heats of the closing days 
of that session of the Senate debated this question day in and 
day out, night in and night out. The wholescheme of the reformation 
of the Navy was tin and it was antagonized and sharj 
disputed, and Congress at last adopted this, so that it was not done 

a corner but in view of all the facts. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from Maine 
the generous which he speaks of to the boys’ 

Mr. HALE. t, it is a generous compensation to any American 
boy to receive him in over and above his fellows who desire to come )) 
to the naval school at Annapolis. 

- HOAR. But the compensation ? 

HALE. I am to that. All of this is compensat 
Goaniion is not a matter of cash alone, but that has not been | 
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out here. is not always to be measured in bank no! 
in checks upon or in gold or in silver; but compensation is a 
large word. is , and education isa better com 


pensation to the youth of this country, and no Senator knows it better 
and realizes its force more than ie aeantee from Massachusetts—it ‘5 
a better compensation than money. 











ve 


ys 
id 
yn 
ly 
in 


in 
in 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


5395 


Mr. HOAR. I think my friend understands my question exactly. | of the United States just aseffectually, jast as ruthlessly, if you choose 


1 understood these boys had been received into the Naval Academy 
with an assurance that they should become educated te and become 


true, but recognized the world over as one of the eminent professions; 
that is, one of a naval offiger. Thereupon, when they partially com- 


to use the word, as it would if it went the other way. That was all 


| that was done. 
members of a certain profession, a profession limited in number, it is | 


pleted their education they were deprived of the right to enter upon | 


that profession. 
Mr. HALE. No. 


country. It isfor that I understand the honorable Senator from Maine 
to say that 
which they had received forthat purpose. Isuppose he meant by that 

compensation the $900, and it was for the sake of asking him another 
question that Tasked that. I ask whether, supposing my honorable 
triend had been trained for the bar, as he was, and a brilliant and able 

member of it; when he had completed his studies at the law school, 

at the age of twenty-four or twenty-five years, he had been condemned 

never to practice law as long as he lived, would he consider $900 or 
$9,000 any sort of compensation for that? This, it is true, is a pro- 
fession few in numbers in this country. It is larger in England and 

in France, in Germany and in Italy; but it is the one thing which that 

boy had been invited by his country to make the sole and honorable 
ambition of his life. After having his whole youth, with every hope 
and training of himself and his faculties and his habits and his sense 
of honor, when he had been brought to think of that one thing to 
which his life was consecrated, then suddenly you turn him off, and 
say, “We have given you education, and we give you $900; go.’’ 
What compensation is there in that? 

Mr. HALE. In the first place, the Senator, with his remarkable 
acuteness, which we all admire, has failed to perceive that even on the 
question of not permitting this student, this boy at the academy, the 
cadet, to enter the service, Congress has not interfered and prevented it. 
The act does not in any way prevent the boy who completes his course 
from entering the service of the United States. It does not say that at 
the end of the six years none of the class shall be admitted, but that to 
be admitted he must be near the head of the class. It narrows the 
number who shall be admitted; it does nothing more than that. There 
was no cadet of the class of 1883, of 1884, or any subsequent year after 
the legislation of 1882, that was forbidden in any way to enter the 
naval service; but it was simply said to him, ‘‘ You shall be submitted 
hereafter to a severer test as to your studies, you shall be able by your 
proficieney to be one of the first sixteen or seventeen, or you shall not 
enter the naval service.’”’ It does not shut down the door and deny 
every one of this class, but it simply declares what shall be the quali- 
fications. 

Does the Senator doubt thit Congress at any time could have added 
a half dozen studies to the course at West Point or at Annapolis, and 
thereby made it less likely that a student would graduate and enter 
into the service of the United States? This was only proceeding in that 
way: it was the attainments of the cadet who should enter the 
service higher and , and make him a better officer. That is all 
that it did, and I am glad the Senator has furnished me an illustration 
in reference to the profession of the law. He asks what would be con- 
sidered if a young man had ’een intended to enter the profession of the 
law, and he should find after he had given time to the study that he 
could not enter the profession. Why, sir, in my own State, at one time 
the qualification, the examination to be pursued before a student at law 
should be admitted to onr courts was very smal! and very low, and 
scores of a in the State of Maine were pursuing the course of 
studies with intention of entering the bar, the best of them, those 
with the noblest aspi undoubtedly expecting afterward to make 
up what was not required of them; and the Legislature came in and de- 
clared that there should be a strict examination, that it should be in 
open court, that itshould cover things which had never been embraced 
before; and under that scores of young men who were studying intend- 
ing to enter the bar were shut out and never entered the bar, because 
the legislative power in its discretion declared what should be the quali- 
fications before the State would allow young men to be admitted to the 
ad that this profession offered. 

__Mr. HOAR. You do not say that these men shall go in on any qual- 
ifications. You only say they shall be better than somebody else. You 
say to thirty men or forty or fifty, ‘‘ only the first sixteen of you shall 
= in, whatever your qualification is.’’ That is altogether a differ- 


_ Mr. That is making the end and aim of the studies. I put 
pea enee ren Conguese hea come in at any time and declared that 


Mr. HOAR. I have transferred all acuteness to my friend on 
other side. ve ' 


compensation had been given in the education | 


Now, Mr. President, these young men and their friends are bound 
to get back. They do not mean to let Congress alone. Asa relative 
of one of these boys told me the other day, he never meant to leave 
Congress alone until these boys had got back. They mean to get back. 
The question whether they are wanted is not considered; the question 


: | Whether they will be well treated is not considered; but they mean to 
Mr. HOAR. ‘The profession of a naval officer in the service of the | 


get back and burden the crowded rolls of the naval establishment; and 


| this bill, working, as it does all the way, against bright men and in 


favor of dull men, will not take back into the Navy the brightest of 
these men by any means. The Senator from South Carolina, if he vent- 
ures, before this debate is over, to go into the argument of this bill, 
instead of trusting to the lobbying that has been done for it, if he vent- 
ures to discuss this question of the merits, will say that the numbers 
that I have given are too large, and that one hundred and forty-five 
will not come back. They will not. 

Mr. BUTLER. I would go into the argument with my friend from 
Maine but that he is evidently talking against time, and I have no 
idea of being betrayed into a discussion with him. 

Mr. HALE. I am talking against the Senator, for I know how I 
ought to go over all the ground and forestall him before he gets the 
ear of the Senate. 

These boys will not all come back. There will not be one hundred 
and forty-five of them, but I will tell you and the Senate who will 
come back. The poorest of them, the dullest of them, the least enter- 
prising of them, the boys that will make tht poorest officers. The 
brightest of them, the ablest, the most enterprising, the ones who would 
make the best officers have not been hanging around Congress, have 
not been beating at our doors and clamoring to come back, but have 
taken the education that the Government gave them and the money 
that was bestowed upon them and have gone into other walks of life, 
and to-day are in the professions, are in engineering, are in mercantile 
and commercial business, or are teaching the youthof the country, and 
taking advantage of the good education that they got at the academy, and 
no voice is heard from one of those young men; but the drones and the 
indolent and the slothful and the unenterprising are the boys who are 
demanding that they be let back upon this overburdened establishment 
to increase the suffocation in the lower grades 

They will not all come back. Undoubtedly the brightest of them 
will never come back; and to-day as I know more than one, several 
of these boys are thankful that Congress interfered and in the needs 
and purposes of the naval establishment gave them an opportunity to 
retixe with nearly a thousand dollars, and they are better off to-day 
than they would be if you had said that they would have to remain at 
the foot of the rank until they were nearly forty years of age. No, sir; 
they will not all come back. 

If I were one of them I should feel a great deal better if I had taken 
my $950 and the course of instruction which is given in this institution. 

The Senator from South Carolina, if he ventures to debate this bill 
as his report in the case does, will declare that this course of instruc- 
tion prevents and disqualifies a young man from succeeding.in private 
life. Why, aside from the seamanship and drill, it is the course which 
is pursued in our colleges and institutions where the boys pay their own 
bills. The examination is upon subjects that not every youth is com- 
petent to be admitted upon. In the first year, here are some of the 
studies pursued: In mathematics, Ray’s Higher Algebra, Todhunter’s 
Algebra; Chauvenet’s geometry; in English studies, history and law, 
the structure and historical development of the English language, ex- 
ercise in the composition of letters; in history, outlines of history, es- 
pecially the history of Greece, Rome, and of the States of Western 
Europe, historical geography, important points in naval history, illus- 
trated by notes and by lectures. Here are the authorities, the books 
that are read and studied: Modern languages, French and German, and 
thorough drill in those, with higher maihematics; English studies, 
rhetoric and composition, choice and use of words, argumentative com- 
position, exercises in the composition of letters and telegrams, themes— 
all of the things that go to make a boy equipped for the struggle of life 
that must fall upon him upon which he must enter when he comes into 
competition with his fellows. So it goes on in the subsequent yeai 

I have had occasion, because I anticipated in reading the report what 
the arguments would be, to look up these matters. I have found out 
what this course was. 1 was once a visitor there myself and knew it, 
but had forgotten it, this course which it is declared unfits a boy for 
other business! The training that he gets there, outside of and over 
and above the naval drill and discipline and gunnery and seamanship, 
is a liberal education. There are not one-half of the colleges in the 
United States that rank as colleges which give a boy as good an educa- 
tion outside of the technique of this course at Annapolis as this insti- 
tution does. 

Here are some of the studies in the course pursued: Seamanship, ord- 
nance and gunnery, mathematics, steam-engineering, astronomy and 
navigation, physics and chemistry, English studies, history and law, 
modern languages, drawing, and constitutional law—a thorough edu- 
cation in all of those. There isno Greek there, but IT would give more 
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for the education that they give in physics, in the higher mathematics, 
English literature, the uses of language, the medium by which we = 
proach and communicate with and influence mankind, than I would 
for all the Greek that was ever taught in all the schools. 

These boys get the advantage of that. It is the fault of the boy when 
at the end of six years he comes out of the academy if in addition to all 
that he knows about gunnery, about seamanship, about navigation, he 
has not got a higher education that makes him a fully equipped man 
for any field that he may choose to enter in civil life—it is his fault and 
not the fault of Congress; the claim that this is not a good education 
for these young men is not borne out. 

Mr. President, I have taken much more time than I hoped to occupy 
when I rose; but I felt the importance of the subject. I have taken 
some interest in the naval establishment and in naval affairs ever since 
the day when, as a young man, I entered the lower House. I haveseen 
two things happen, the naval establishment so far as concerned its ma- 
teriel, its ships, ranning constantly down, and so far as its officers were 
concerned running constantly up, until the disparity was such that it 
rung out like a cry of fire and demanded the intervention of Congress. 
Congress intervened and passed the wise act of 1882, I have no apol- 
ogies to make for that act. It is one of the things upon which I take 
some interest in considering that I had a part and parcel in it, for it 
begun the day when ships were to be built and the overplus of officers 
was sought to be restrained and prevented; and those added two exist- 
ing good things. From that day to this some of the young men who 
were treated in that way have been before Congress constantly. They 
sometimes, without investigation because the subject was not discussed 
and presented, got bills reported in their favor; but they were never 
able to secure their passage. They have got academic boards that have 
visited the academy, that have been under sympathy by all that was 
heard from these young men, to report in their favor. But never on 
full discussion has Congress or either branch of it declared that it would 
go back upon the beneficent legislation of 1882 and involve the Gov- 
ernment in this responsibility and destroy the good effect of that legis- 
lation. 

Here we are in the seventh month of the session. The Committee on 
Naval Affairs has had opportunities to discuss and consider the whole 
subject of the Navy; the House of Representatives have had the same 
opportunity; and the first thing that comes up in reference to this great 
question, a question upon which our parties resolve alike when they 
get into convention that there should be a reorganization of the Navy, 
that we should have a respectable establishment, and not be the scoff 
and contumely of all the nations of the earth—the first thing that is 
pushed forward and obtruded in our faces-is this provision to go back 
on the legislation of 1882 and take back these hundred or more officers 
who are no more needed in the naval establishment than the galley 
slaves or the rowers of the ancient Pirzeus would be needed; and we are 
asked to do that now and sympathy is invoked and it is declared that 
whatever may be the needs of the establishment this should be done. 

Nobody has presented any bill that I have ever heard of in the House 
of Representatives or here that has been able to make its way for any 
new ships, because there are not all over the country in every State 
individuals personally interested to push such a bill as that, but su- 
. pinely, slothfully, all these opportunities are neglected and we are 
asked, as the first thing in the direction of rehabilitating the naval 
establishment, to resuffocate this lower rank and to consign every boy 
who has gone on under this act and has graduated and has taken his 
place to find that if he graduated in 1884 and has got a commission as 
an officer in the Navy and has a chance for promotion, that if this bill 
passes the boys of the class of 1883 who could not enter the Navy under 
this iaw come in and are placed over him. They have no rights; no 
sympathy is evoked for them; they are the boys who are to make the 
stamina and the good blood and the efficiency of the Navy in the future; 
nobody is lobbied and besieged for them; but this other class that have 
gone away from the academy and been away shall come back now—not 
the best of them as I have said, but the others, and be put in ove the 
boys who graduated the year after. 

I protest againstany such legislation. I protest in theinterest of the 
American Navy against this attempt. I have said and tried to make 
plain that these boys have no reason to complain. The best of them 
do notcomplain. Ihave nothing to say against theircharacter. Ihave 
no doubt that they are good, discreet boys, with a desire to enter the 
service, but every boy who enters the Naval Academy can not get into 
the service. In my own State there are hundreds of boys who would 
be glad whenever vacancies occur to be taken into this establishment, 
be educated, and take their chance. They can not go, because there is 
notroom forthem. They are justas worthy, they are justas ambitious, 
they are just as much entitled to the glowing description which the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts has given of the boys as those who do get into 
the establishment. And yet Congress does not propose to interfere and 
legislate for them. 

And with this I leave the subject, earnestly protesting against the 
passage of this bill by the Senate as a step in the wrong direction, and 
as precisely the thing that Congress ought not to do. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. President, I desire to offer an amendment 
to the amendment proposed by the Senator from South Carolina. I 


move to strike out, in lines 6 and 7 of the amendment, the words * ey. 
tered the Naval Academy,’’ and insert: 


Completed the four years’ course at the Naval Academy and received 4 plo- 
mas of graduation. . 


So as to read: 
That that part of the act of Congress approved August 5, 1882, limiting 4 


uc 


number of graduates of the Naval Academy to be retained in the sery ee ons h 
year shall not apply to those cadets who had completed the four years’ course 
at the Naval Academy and received diplomas of graduation prior to the passage 
of this act. 

Mr. HALE. Let me ask the Senator if he is certain that since the 
passage of the act making six years the course the student who ke ps 
on for the six years, the last two years at sea, gets a diploma of grad- 
nation at the end of four years? I make the suggestion because the 
Senator does not want to make his amendment so that it wil! not ap- 
ply to those boys. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Hegetsa diploma of graduation when he leaycs 
the Naval Academy and goes on his sea trip. The education at An. 
napolis being a technical education, a diploma of graduation is give 
him, and then he takes his position at sea for putting in practical use 
the technical education he has received. Hence the graduates of 18s) 
and 1882 at the time of the passage of the act of 1882 occupied an en- 
tirely different position, in my opinion, from that of cadets then at the 
academy who had not passed through the graduating course at the 
academy. I have ever been in favor of restoring the classes of 158) 
and 1882 because they had finished their course at the acadeiny and 
were then in the service of the Government. 

Let it be understood that at one time the four years’ course at the 
academy was all that was required of the naval cadets. Decause of 
the fact that so many were entering the academy and no places could 
be found for them by promotion, the course was extended from four to 
six years, the two years additional being simply a sea course to put in 
practical operation the technical education they had received. 

Now, what isto bedone? When the law of 1882 passed it found the 
classes of 1881 and 1882 both having passed their graduating course at 
the academy, and they were on board ship. They were away from the 
country when the legislation of 1882 took place, which included them 
also under the construction placed upon the law and on which we have 
had no decision of the courts. It placed them then in an entirely dif- 
ferent position from that of students then in the Academy who had not 
passed the graduating course, and nobody knew whether they ever 
would or not. 

Mr. BUTLER. I should like very much to have it determined under 
which of these two leaders we are to array ourselves. The Senator 
from Maine, who has just occupied the time of the Senate for about «0 
hour to-day, informed the Senate that these young men were not in the 
naval service although they were at sea. « Now comes the Senator from 
New Jersey and says that after a four years’ course they are in the naval! 
service although they are at sea. The fact isthat the four years’ course 
at the academy does not entitle them to a diploma of graduation. 
The Senator from New Jersey is mistaken. They get their diploma of 
graduation after the six years’ course, two years having been spent at 
sea on board ship. 

Mr. HALE. But the two years’ course at sea is just as much part 
of their studies. 

Mr. BUTLER. Precisely. 

Mr. HALE. TheSenator from New Jersey I presume did not inean 
to state that as a matter of law they had become officers in the service 
and were technically in the service the last two years; only that they 
were on sea duty. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is what I understood him to say, that they 
were officers of the Navy after havi uated 

Mr. HALE. I donot think the 
that. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Let the Senator understand me distinctly. | 
say that at the end of the four years’ course the cadets are sulyjected to 
an examination. Some are to pass; others are not. Those who do not 
pass the requisite examination are dismissed, or given another chance 
perhaps. Those who do pass, as I understand, receive a diploma o! 
graduation. 

Mr. BUTLER. There the Senajor is mistaken. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Then I will change my amendment to nect 
the case, and say: 

And have passed the requisile examination at the academy. 


Mr. HALE. I think that would be better. , 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The Senator from South Carolina asks who ' 
the leader in opposition to this proposed measure. The Senator !ron 
Maine and myself differ with regard to what would be justice. The 
Senator from South Carolina and myself differ in like manner. I sup- 
pose I am not revealing any of the secrets of the committee when [ 
say that I asked in committee that the bill be modified. I was no! 
supported, but I find in the report made by the Senator from South 
Carolina that he me, and I will read from his report. Ido 
not assume leadership in the matter; I want to be in accord with him. 
I will read from his report: . 

Mr. BUTLER. I have been simply trying to have it determined 


mator from New Jersey mean: 
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which was the leader on the opposite side—whether the Senator from 
Maine or the Senator from New Jersey. I do not aspire to be a leader 


at all. : 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Let me read from the report of the Senator from 
South Carolina and see how near I am in accord with him. 

We further find that all of the classes of 1981 and 1882 were in actual service— 

Mark the language— 
when the act of August 5, 1882, was passed. Not only had they completed the 
four years’ course at the Naval Academy and received their diplomas of gradua- 
tion— 

I use his language in my amendment as first offered, supposing it to 
be correct— 
put they were then serving at sea. Even if desirous of resigning after the pas- 
sage of this act, in order toen: in some business or profession, their absence 
from the United States made it almost impossible to secure a position, and, 
even if they could have done so—— 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I would like to ask whether it does not 
really mean this—— . 
Mr. McPHERSON. Will the Senator wait and listen to the report: 


the cost of return: tothe United States would have been so great that they 

in the service until the completion of the two years at 
sea. The law was not operative when they entered the academy, and five 
years later was made to affect them, and is thus retroactive and in effect an ex 


Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. Is that the minority report? 

Mr. McPHERSON. Each of the two reports is signed by an equal 
number of members of the committee, both for and against the bill. 
I speak now of the report signed by Mr. CAMERON, Mr. DAWes, Mr. 
STANFORD, and Mr. BurLER, which the Senator from South Carolina 
submitted. He agrees with me in that report that the law would be 
retroactive touching the classes of 1881 and 1882. ‘Therefore I agree 
with him that the classes of 1881 and 1882 should be restored, and I 
daim with him that there is a wide distinction between a naval cadet 
who entered the Naval Academy and graduated, who received his 
diploma of graduation, and who, under the orders of the Government, 
was sent to do sea service—in the language of the Senator’s report, iv 
actual service outside—and a mere student. Hence it is that I have 
ever been in favor of restoring those classes. I believe that as to them 
the law was retroactive. After the two years’ sea course they returned 
from that sea cruise and an examination took place. It is the result 
of that examination, taken together with the former examination after 
the four years’ course, that determines the position the cadet takes upon 
the Naval Register; his assignment is based upon that examination. 
Hence I suppesed the Senator from Maine would aver that, that being 
his final examination, he is not accepted, aud has not finished his course 
until that examination has taken place and he is given a place on the 
Naval , but that does not necessarily follow. He had left the 
academy, he was in actual service, and in the service of the Govern- 
ment, doing duty as a naval officer and filling a place that officers un- 
der pa: teh al rag 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I wish to ask the Senator from New Jersey 
if the effect of his amendment would not be to blend two bills, to in- 
elude here the classes of 1881 and 1882, to reinstate in the Navy those 
who were suspended with the words ‘honorably discharged ’’ by Mr. 
Chandler, the then Secretary of the Navy? I ask whether the effect 
of the amendment of the Senator from New Jersey is not that? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. It would restore the classes of 1881 and 1882; 
it would restore all classes that had left the academy after passing an 
examination and doing duty for the Government on shipboard at the 
time the act of 1882 

Mr. RIDDLEB ER. The effect would be to blend two bills. 

Mr. McPHERSON. It would be to limit the operation of the bill 
before the Senate to the classes of 1881 and 1882, and would not restore 
those who were in the Naval Academy and who had not passed the grad- 
uating examination. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. I am only asking for information, not op- 
posing the amendment. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. 1 have stated the effect of the amendment. I 
claim that there is justice in the restoration of the classes of 1881 and 
1882, and in that I differ with the Senator from Maine. 

The Senator from in answer to the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, if I understood him correctly, said that the act did not prevent 
any of these persons from receiving an appointment in the Navy; it 
simply subjected them to a competitive examiration, and those who 
took rank on the list were the ones selev-ted to fill any vacan- 
cies that might occur in the grade nextabove. But the Senator in that 
regard did not go far enough, because if the law of 1882 had not passed 
the classes of 1881 and 1882 who were at sea were then subject to pro- 
motion under the old law. What was that? They hada place on the 
Naval Register and whenever vacancies did occur by seniority they were 
entitled to promotion and must be promoted before those who entered 
the academy later. So in any event the classes of 1881 and 1882 would 

if they passed the requisite final examination after 

return from the sea course, and they could not have been dismissed 
They were upon the Naval 
to which would have 

hindered the promotion that has been given to other and later classes. 





That is exactly the situation. I claim that no injustice whatever has 
been done to the naval cadets who were in the Naval Academy and who 
had not finished their course. A good education is given them; a com- 
pensation is given them greater than they could earn at anything else; 
and if the Government of the United States owing to the topheavy con- 
dition of the Navy required, if the exigencies of the Government, the 
interest of the Government required that there should be a limit as to 
the number of officers who should be placed upon the Naval Register, 
then I claim that it was within the power of the Government and it 
was the duty of the Government to do it, and no injustice was done to 
those young men who were then pursuing their studies. 

As to the education at the Naval Academy, in my opinion any young 
man entering the academy receives there an education which fits him 
for almost any department of business in life. The education there is 
a very fall one; and one thing above all others which to my mind is 
indispensable and important to every young man who is seeking to at- 
tain an education is the discipline which is required from boys at the 
Naval Academy. Certainly, for myself, I think I would prefer to be 
educated there to fit 2 man for any place in life to any school or college 
in the country. 

Hence I think, Mr. President, the Senate will not fail to draw a dis- 
tinction and a very proper distinction between the classes of 1881 and 
1882 and the classes which came in later. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON ]} to the 
amendment of the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER}. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ishall not detain the Senate by making any response 
to the Senator from New Jersey. 

The burden of the argument of the Senator from Maine was that there 
was not room in the Navy now for these young gentlemen that we pro- 
pose to restore. If there is any force in that argument, it applies just 
as much to the amendment proposed by the Senator from New Jersey 
as to the amendment which I had the honor to present. It would be 
very unfair, very unjust, it seems to me, to make this discrimination 
in favor of one set of these young gentlemen against the other. 

I will say, now that Iam on my feet, that the statements made by 
the Senator from Maine are in my judgment enormously exaggerated. 
I do not mean intentionally so. In the first place this measure will 
cost nothing like the amount which he hasstated. I uave had an esti- 
mate made of the cost as I arrive at it, which would be about $217,000 
distributed over five years’ time, or about $40,000 a year. In the next 
place he has exaggerated the number of cadets that will be likely to go 
back. It comes within my knowledge that a great many of them have 
gone into other pursuits. A great many of them may not desire to 
avail themselves of this bill if it passes. 

I hope that the amendment of the Senator from New Jersey will be 
voted down. It would be very unjust, as I said before, to other young 
gentlemen to have this discrimination made against them. They re- 
gard it as a sort of stigma upon them to be put out of the service in 
this way. A great many of them, I think, would be perfectly content 
with having the vindication that this bill would give them. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Would it interrupt the Senator to answer me 
@ question ? 

Mr. BUTLER. Not at all. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Let me draw an illustration. The classes of 
1881 and 1882 were at sea when the act was passed. They had been 
four years in the academy; they had finished their course, and one of 
them had served a year at sea. A young man comes into the academy 
in the year 1881 by appointment; he has served there a year; he re- 
ceives his compensation, more than he could earn in any other place 
in the world in any other business; does the Senator pretend to say 
that any injustice is done to that young man whoentered the academy 
in 1881 if he should be given to understand that at the end of his term 
if he stood at the top of the list in the competition he might receive 
promotion ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I do think it would be the very grossest injustice if 
there was no such contract or agreement at tho time he entered the 
service. I think it would be equally as unjust to the young man who 
entered in 1881 as to the one who entered in 1878. The act as to the 
young man referred to by the Senator from New Jersey would be just 
as unjust and harsh. 

The Senator from Maine says there is no contract. Why, Mr. Presi- 
dent, there is an agreement, and each one of these young men is re- 
quired to sign this oath when he enters the Naval Academy: 

I, , of the State of , aged —— years —— months, having been 
appointed acadet-midshipman in the Naval Academy of the United States, do 
hereby engage, with the consent of my (parent or guardian), that I will serve 
in the Navy of the United States for eight years, unless sooner discharged by 
competent authority. 

There is the oath the young man is required to subscribe to when he 
enters the academy. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. What is the date of it? 

Mr. BUTLER. It is ablank form of the oath that the cadet makes. 

Mr. RIDDLEBERGER. That does not apply to engineers, does it? 

Mr. BUTLER. I take it that it applies to all, to all the cadet-mid- 
shipmen in the United States Naval Academy. I am not sure on that 
point, and it is not material to what I state. 
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Mr. McPHERSON. 
term resign? 

Mr. BUTLER. Of course he is qualified to resign. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Thatisoneside. It bindsthe Government and 
does not bind the cadet. 

Mr. BUTLER. Of course he can resign; but that is the cath he is 
required to make when he enters the Naval Academy; and the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New Jersey will make the act of August 5, 
1882, if anything, more sbjectionable and more harsh than it now is. 
[ trust the amendment will not prevail. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, the amendment that is offered by the 
Senator from New Jersey improves the bill very largely in this regard, 
that it cuts down largely the number of these young men that will be 
restored. I can not see the distinction that the Senator has in mind 
which puts the two classes that had finished their studies in 1882, and 
would take their final graduation in 1883 and 1884, in a different at- 
titude from the others who came later, because when this act was passed 
about which so much controversy has arisen, in August, 1882, the mem- 
bers of the two classes that would graduate in 1883 and 1884, and who 
had ended their studies at the academy in 1881 and 1882, were away 
at sea without any opportunity to get out of the service. Those boys 
were undoubtedly difiereatly situated from all the others. The other 
boys were in the classes and at the academy, had not been taken from 
it, were not away pursuing their duties uponthesea. These tweclasses 
had left the academy; they had not completed their course, because I 
again say that it is nota four years’ course, it is asix years’ course, and 
it makes no differenceinlaw. But they had left the academy, and under 
the regulations and the law were pursuing their studies at:sea and were 
away. They could not get back under two years. They had not the 
opportunity to resign; they had not the opportunity to get out and take 
their certificates of the four years’ course of studies. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Will the Senator yield to me a moment? 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Do you not think since the decision of the 
courts the practical recognition of this principle as applied to the eadet- 
engineers ought to cover this case? 

Mr. HALE. I can see that @ parity of reasoning might apply te the 
cadets who had completed their studies at the academy, but they are 
not thesamein law. The never &@ six years’ course, 
as the others had, and at the end of their four years they became grad- 
uates and were not touched by the law. The cadets who — 
six years’ course were never graduates. Although they go 
the four vears’ course at the academy, they were still ites 
had left the academy as the engineers had, and they aes 
more sympathy undoubtedly than. this other class nears use they 
not take advantage of the provisions of the act of 1882. 

Mr. McPHERSON. But the Senator is aware of the fact 
the cadet-engineers it was not possible for them to be 
grade of assistant engineer until they also had performed two years’ 
service at sea and had i i 
single exception of the word “ grad: 
there was practically no difference whatever between the 
neers who were restored by the decision of the Supreme Court and the 


Can not the young man at any time during that | 


it 


ff 


classes of 1881 and 1882 which I propose to restore by this amend- | 


ment, 

Mr. HALE. I think the Senator has not got the phraseology in his 
amendment, so that it makes no difference, but I think if he refers to 
them as the classes of 1883 and 1884 it will be more technically cor- 
rect, because that is the way the academy refers to them by the years 
they graduate, their final graduation. They call them the classes of 
18835 and 1884; but that is not essential, because the Senator has not 
embodied it in this amendment. 

The Senator is correct in saying that their duties were the same; 
they went away the same; only the law in one case made them - 
uates and in the other it did not; and that is the foundationof theSen- 
ator’s amendment, and as far as it goes it improves this bill. I shall 
vote for the amendment because it improves the bill. I would not 
vote for the bill even if so amended. 

Mr. BUTLER. What then becomes of the Senator’s argument that 
there is already suffocation and distress and all that sort of thing at 
the foot of the Navy now? » Where will the forty-five young men of 
the 1883 and 1884 classes 

Mr. HALE. soso but I would rather the Secretary should 
be met by aquestion of disposing of fifteen ortwenty young men put back 
than one hundred; and I would votetocutdown tho bill the Senator from 
South Carolina has reported which would send one hundred or more 
- Young men inte the overcrowded rankof ensign. I would vote for any 

amendment that would make it twenty. That is what the Senator 
from New Jersey proposes. 

Mr. BUTLER. And then vote against the bill ? 

Mr. HALE. I would not vote for the bill, but I say I would vote 
to make it as small as possible. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. In my opinion, if this question were presented 
te the court, believing as I do in the decision of the court, and reeog- 
nizing as I do the principle there deeided in the case of 
a like decision would be rendered in this case. There is no 


between the status ef the cadet-engineer and the cadet-mids Shipman 
except that the r must serve the same length of time 3), 
| is then paid double pay to what he received while in the academy ‘and 
before graduation. He is in the service of the Government, an 6 
of the Government, entitled te and reeeiving larger compensation, I 
simply shows that at the end of the graduating course they are ¢., 
graduates, and that is the only distinction I can possibly ‘draw in thy 
law upon which the judgmentof the court wasrendered. Hence whey 
& proposition is before the Senate to restore these classes, as the : Supreme 
Jourt has meg ey the principle in the case of cadet-engineers 
I claim that. it is right on the part of the Senate te incorporate th, 
much in a law and restore the classes of 1881 and 1882. As to all th, 
other class, it. seems to 11¢ there ismo requirementon us to put then 
back. It is simply a question with the anager invelving great 
expense; the question is, what are you do with these young 
men, where are you goingtoputthem? We Laven bill pending before 
the Senate, which I presume will be reported either favorably or 
versely very soon, touching the cadet-engineers, thirty-four of whom 
are found I think now to beeligible under the decision of the court an) 
the order of the Secretary restoring them toserviee. The next que: 
tion is where to place them on the Navy Register. Wemust of nwa 
increase the number of assistant to the extent necessary to 
furnish those young men places in that list. If either of these bil)s 
either the committee’s bill or the amendment FE have proposed, shoul: 
pass, it will be necessary to increase the number of that grade to whic! 
~~ propose to assign these young men, in order that they may be prop- 
on the lis list. But I agree with theSenator from Maine that 
- pass the bill reperted and advoeated by the Senator from South Cayr- 
olina would se complicate and so encumber the whole situation that w. 
should not see amy endof it. Confusion without any particular beneii: 
to these young men would ensue. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendmen 
proposed by the Senater from New fo (Mir. McPmrnsoy } to the 
amendment of the Senater frem South Carolina [Mr. Bur.rr]. 
The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
tempore. The question now is on the ameni- 
ment proposed by the Senater from Seuth Carolina [| Mr. Burier}. 
Mr. McPHERSON. I haveanother amendment to offer, and I think 
the Senator from Seuth Carolina will not di with me in regard 
to this. In line 10, after the word ‘‘ Navy,’’ I move to insert: 
And passing the examination now required by law. 


Letit be settled whether these young memare professionally, physic 
ally, and mentally competent now by passing an examination. [ do 
not think anybody can say that they ought to be restored to the Nav) 
unless they are fit. 

Mr. BUTLER. I think my friend the chairman of the committe: 
has an amendment which will cover the question raised by the Senator 
from New Jersey as to a physical examination. 

Mr. CAMERON. Ihave an amendment which I proposed to offer 
Se ee ee an floor. 

McPHERSON. [I desire to offer myamendment. {fier the 
,* in line 10 of the amendment of the Senator from South 
. BUTLER], I move to insert “and passing the examina- 


feed Core Se wan teve hem, ponents Sab 
of the aforesaid act may, upon —_ Seascterr of aan 1 y 
and passing the examination now required pentantin sixty ays re 
of this act, be restored to the service and take the eeeenees on the Nor Ml 
Register in same manner as if said act had not been passed. 


Mr. BUTLER. I do not quite see the force of that amendinent. 
do not know what examination the Senator refers to. 

Mr. McPHERSON. It is well known that a naval officer before he 
can be appointed or promoted must pass an examination. The exam 
ination is as to his ,» mental, moral, and professional qualiiic. 

When the time has come for promotion an officer must pas 
that examination before he can-be promoted. This is the year 1-6 

Mr. BUTLER. Lam notawareof any examination required by 11» 
because the law never has required in There is an examination fo: 
promotion. Thereare examinations when a boy enters the Naval Ac. ud- 
emy, and when he gets upon the Naval Register and seeks pi) omotion 
of course he undergoes examination and he is promoted or otherwise 
he is qualified; but. I know of no examination that the law maquiees to 
meet a case like this. I donot know what kind of an examination | 
a them. c 

Iam perfectly willing te make it plain by add- 
ing alter the word ia the words ‘‘ for promotion. ”’ 
These young men are not asking promotion. 


di under the provisions 


They 


ae ply asking to be rstrel the Navy 
ee nee law 
to promotion evel! 
Tat a regulation othe ae 
difficulty in my mind was tha 
thoes might een tems condition, and there- 
fre | pre ety nove an atmentimest lie 15 whl think wil! 


is necessary. But as te making them undergo a mental 
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examination or any other examination except a physical one, it seems 
to me is asking 2 great deal more than ought to be required. 
Mr. BUTLER. I concur entirely with the Seeeterr from Pennsylva- 
nid and would therefore ask tle Senator from New Jersey to withhold 
until the amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania 


is acted upon. 
Mr. McPHERSON. I am willing to hear the amendment of the 
anomie Pennsylvania. 


Mr. CAMERON. I propose to strike out all after the words ‘‘ pro- | 
vided farther,”’ in line 18 of the amendment of the Senator from South 
Carolina, dew to the word “ graduation,” in line 20, and in lieu 
thereof to insert: 

No shall be entitled to restoration until he shall have subs eq ent to 
the pee this act passed a jhysical examination before a beard of naval 
ical officers. 


Mr. McPHERSON. I can not hear. 
Mr. CAMERON. I propose to insert in place of the second proviso 
—— the end of section 1 of the amendment the following words: 


graduate shall. be entitled to restoration until he shall have subse- 
quent auc tote rama © of this act passed a physical examination before sa board of 


nothing about his mental or moral condition. 
= . Does not the Senator see that there might be other ex- 
aminations that it would be essential these eadets should pass if they 
are going back in the Navy ? 

Mr. CAMERON. I do not see any such necessity. 
Mr. HALE. Some of these boys, for instance, those that went out 
in 1883, have been entirely away from the Navy; ‘have been away from 
studies; they have been away iom naval associations; they have 
been away from all the things that tend to make a man competent for 
im the Navy; and yet the Senator from Pennsylvania and 
the Senator from South Carolina are not willing, in their determina- 
tion to force these boys back, that that condition shall be met by ex- 


lig 


Contrast for 1 moment, Mr. President, the condition of these boys, 
a graduate of 1883, for instance, who, after three years’ absence, is com- 
ing back to. be restored without examination, and is to be put into the 
Navy over and above the graduate of 1884, ‘who went into the Navy, 
a pursuing naval studies, attending upon 

a ee im navy-yards, in the observatory, wherever 
ne may be; this: intrusion from outside is forced upon the 
Navy, and these boys who have been absent all this time are to be put 
in it over and above boys at the head of their class who have 

: and the Senator from South Carolina and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania are not willing that they should be submitted even to 
au examination. It only discloses the determination there is to put 
these boys back whether or no, without examination and without quali- 
fication and without fitness. 
Mr. BUTLER. The Senator is not authorized to make that state- 


HALE. ena esoncenineiion. 
Mr. BUTLER. I objccted to the amendment in the formin which it 
was put, and Lam. not sure but that I shall object to it entirely, be- 
— being disrespectful to the mover of the amendment, the 
Senator from Maine, I do not. think there is any sense init. That is 
a ‘The Senator from New Jersey provides in his 
that there shall be the examination now provided by law. 

I will say to the Senator from Maine that there is no examination pro- 
vided by law for such cases because there has never been such a case in 


BEE 


the history of the N: If the Senator from Maine or the Senator 
from New Jersey will give some line of examination [ may consider it. 
Mr. HALE. Does not the Senator know that whenever there is a 


ee nae te mepletion, whenever a man comes up in 
routine by reason of a vacancy to the promotion that he has se long de- 
sired, he can not move a step, he can not go over intothe promised land 
until he is examined ee See oeenen ane gana 
Mr. BUTLER. I understand that y well. 
Mr. HALE. Wow, let the Senator from New Jersey, if he chooses, 
or if sed; et the law doc 08 the point that no legal examination is re- 
that the law does not provide for it, his amendment and 
ee aap emer abeaper ar 
—_ ? beeause the Senator from South Carolina 
great injustice te the boy who has remained in the 
stiednedthohaad.of theclass, and has been commissioned, 
ee ee to have now 2 boy 
cnet been: three years away come back and be put over him and 
without examination. It only intensifies the objectionable traturcs of 
this bill. LIdonot know that I feel like further. Iam will- | 
ing to leave it to the Senate and let them decide upon this whale ques- 


The PRESIDING OF PICER oes CuLtom in the chair). The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senater from New Jersey { Mr. Mc- 
PHERSON] to the amendment of the Senator from South Carolina { Mr. 


Mr. Imove to amend that by saying ‘‘and passing such 
Mr. McPHERSON. I will listen to the suggestion. 


F 
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I propose 
be fixed by 


Mr. HALE. It may be that the law does not requireit. 
and passing such examination as shall 
the regulations of the Navy Department.’’ 

Mr. McPHERSON. The regulations of the Navy Depart 
printed regulations. 

Mr. HALE. But this authorize 
regulation. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. 

Mr. BUTLER. Isimply want to point out the injustive of both these 
amendments. If these young gentlemen are restored by this bill to 
the Navy Register, if they become naval officers with the rank of en- 
sign and present themselves for promotion, according te the admission 
of the Senator from Maine and the Senator from New Jersey they will 
be. subjected to @ rigil examination before they can get promotion. 
Now, what harm can result to the service by simply passing the amend- 
ment as I have offered it, with the additional amendment of the Sen- 
ator froin Pennsylvania, and let them take their chances, when it comes 
to promotion, to be subjected to the examination, which of course they 
will be ebliged to be subjected to under the regulations? I ena see ne 
necessity in the world for this preliminary examinution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
New Jersey, as proposed to be modified, will be read. 


nent are 


s the Department to make another 


‘rT . a 
very weli. 


[ aecept that. 


The CHiEr CreRK. In line 10, after the word “ Navy,’ it is proe- 
pesed to insert: 

And passing such examination as shall be fixed by the regulations of the Navy 
Department. 


Mr. BUTLER. ‘These yourg gentlemen all passed their exa: 
tion after their six years’ course and were entitled to be put upon the 
Navy Register as ensigns. Now, why subject them to an additional 
examination for getting baw’: into the Navy when those who have re- 
mained in the Navy with thir own classes are not subjected te as 
ilar examination ? é' 

Mr. CAMERON. I wané to say in addition that when they come up 
for promotion they must undergo an examination precisely the same as 
those who have remained in the Navy. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have just stated that. 
that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON], as modified, to the 
amendment of the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]. 

The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 12, noes 11; 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. HARRIS. called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Before the yeas and nays are taken I wish to call 
the attention of the Senator who offers this amendment to the place 
where he propeses to put it intethe bill. If itisinserted in that place 
the effect will be that these young gentlemen must be examined within 
sixty days, which might be entirely impracticable. They are te apply 
within sixty days; and the place where this amendment is to go in 
would require that they should be examined within sixty days, w whi eh 
might make the whole thing entirely nugatory. I am sure the Se 
from: New Jersey does not mean to do that. 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not feel any special concern about this amend- 
ment, except that I am in favor of anything which is restrictive of the 
proposition originally reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs. The 
bill itself I regard as entirely without merit. We are spending days 
in debate over a proposition to put into the already overloaded Navy 
one hundred and forty-five young men for whom there isabout as much 
use as there is for a fifth wheel te a wagon. 

Mr. BUTLER. I am sure the Senator does not desire to state the 
case otherwise than in accordance with the fucts. There are not one 
hundred and forty-five to be restored by this bill or anything like it. 

Mr. PLUMB. That is upom the assumption that all who were dis- 


iM Lae 


im- 


There is no doubt about 


itor 


charged from the Naval Academy under the Jaw of 1882 will not avail 
themselves of the privilege of this bill. 
Mr. BUTLER. No, sir; Ido not confine my estimate te that. The 


very highest possible estimate of those who would be eligible for rein- 
statement would be one hundred and eighteen, and about half of those 
perhaps will go back. 

Mr. PLUMB. Let it be one lundred and eighteen, then. That is 
a difference only in degree, not in kind. The fact is that there are 
already at least three hundred officers in the Navy fer whom we have 
practically no use. Now we propose to put one hundred and eight- 
een more inte this already overburdened service. The money is some- 
thing, of course; and I think on the whole that if we were to exert 
ourselves little we could find some better w: ay to spend that money; 
but it seems to be one of the peculiarities of our legislation that we are 
always ready to give the money in the Treasury to individuals, to in- 


_ crease eompensation already large enough, and to create new places for 
| which there is no necessity, while the industries of this country, its 
| great commercial interests, go begging for lack of the support which 


the Government ought to give them, and which the money we propese 
to give here and now would help immensely to do; and we spend day 

after day in discussion about and in devising means for the benefit of 
the personnel of the Navy and not an hour in regard to those things 
which are vital to the ereation and maintenance of anavy. Putting 
one hundred and eighteen more officers into the Navy and the reby 
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spending the money which otherwise might be used to build ships, put- 
ting one hundred and eighteen officers into the Navy for whom there 
is no earthly use, is not only an unwise—I was going to say almost a 
criminal expenditure of the public money, but it is to overload the 
Navy and make it impossible that it shall ever be anything else than 
it is now, simply the nursery of personal preference and favoritism 
which inevitably find their way into this Chamber in the shape of legis- 
lation like that under consideration. 

It is the establishment also of a principle that when we take young 
men into the Naval or Military Academy, the expectations which they 
may have formed, which have no basis in the law, are to control Con- 
gress, no matter whether there is need for their services or not. While 
they can resign, quit the service at any moment of time they choose so 
to do, the Government can never dispense with them at its own option 
and when necessary for the public interest, but have got them tied on 
our backs like the Old Man of the Sea. Whether they are needed in 
the public service or not, and whether they are useful or not, we have 
always got to keep them. I think the establishment of that principle 
in these two branches of the service would be worse than the expendi- 
ture of the many millions of money by which the cost of the establish- 
ment is thereby unnecessarily increased. 

Mr. President, no Army officer and no naval officer holds his com- 
mission by any tenure except the will of Congress. There is neither 
law nor equity that requires us to keep one single one of them in the 
service a moment of time beyond that when we, in the exercise of the 
sovereign power given us by the American people to be exercised in 
their interest, say his services are needed for the interests of the Gov- 
ernment. We have turned out of the Army of the United States from 
time to time hundreds of officers of the greatest military reputation, 
men who had served in actual war and not in the quasi-military per- 
formances that go under the names of army operations in time of peace, 
men who carried upon their person the wounds of an honorable and 
dangerous service, men to whom the Government is ander obligation 
which it can never repay with money or with anything else that it can 
do, because the patriotism and the self-sacrifice of that service was such 
as legislation can never adequately reward. Then there was no talk 
that we had no power over the subject, that there was any injustice, 
and that Congress sheuld be governed by the expectations which these 
people had formed. But now, forsooth, when some young gentlemen 
to whom we have given an education, whom we have fed and clothed 
and sheltered during the process of giving them that education, equip- 
ped them for the race of life to the fullest extent that education can do, 
because they thought they ought to stay longer, we are debating herea 
proposition to put them back into the Navy, not for aday, not for the pur- 
pose of salving their wounded pride, but to stay a lifetime in the service 
of the Government under great pay and in positions in which they can 
never, so far as any one can now forecast the conditions of the fature, 
ever render one single hour of useful service to the Government. 

If that is not an unwise and reckless perversion of the legislative 
power and a most unwise and reckless use of the public money, I do 
not know what language could describe such. Instead of more offi- 
cers of the Navy, we need fewer. Instead of a greater personnel, a 
greater current expense, we need to put the knife in and cut strongly, 
decisively, and deeply in order that we may have a service worthy of 
the Government and which at the same time shall be kept within 
proper limits as to current expense. 

There is neither justice nor propriety inthisdemand. We arein the 
closing hours of a session, with great and important measures awaiting 
the action of Congress, and there never has been a time when, in my 
judgment, there was as much need of Congress doing something not 
ovly to limit the ordinary expenditures for cumatan abe Government, 
but to turn the public revenues which we may have in excess of the 
closest needs of the service, if we are to continue to raise them into 
sources which will be beneficial to the great body of the American peo- 
ple. At this time to spend days in debating a bill of this character, 
and to seriously consider a proposition to overburden the Navy with 
one hundred and eighteen utterly useless officers, it seems to me is 
trifling with the public interests committed to our charge. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I think the Senator from Kansas is laboring 
under a mistake when he states that there will be under the operations 
of this bill one handred and eighteen additions to the Navy. 

Mr. PLUMB. I accepted the statement of the Senator from South 
Carolina who has charge of the bill. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I hold in my hand a memorandum with re- 
gard to naval cadets which furnishes the number for the three years, 
1883, 1884, and 1885, a copy of which the Senator from Maine has, It 
is an‘official statement. Forty-one naval cadets were given certificates 
of honorable discharge under the act of August 5, 1882, for the year 
ending June 30, 1883; eight naval cadets graduated in the year ending 
June 30, 1884, and twenty-one naval cadets graduated in the year end- 
ing June 30, 1885, making in numbers seventy in those three years. 
The statement does not include the graduates of thie year; but taking 
about the pro rata, I assume that altogether there will be ninety. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator must see that in addition to that, not only 
are the graduates of this year affected by this bill, but the graduates of 
1887 and 1888 are also in addition to the ninety. , 


Mr. BUTLER. That is exactly the correct statement. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator say that this bill does not take uy» 
the six classes the first of which graduated in 1883? 

Mr. BUTLER. I mean to say this: Of the class of 1888 there w)|) 
be but eight young men affected by this bill, because but eight haq 
entered Sond to its passage. , 

Mr. HALE. Of course it isa matter of estimate; nobody can tel!- 
but even that has not been reckoned by the Senator from Tennessee. 
You may cut this down to the lowest figures you can, and you wil! not 
make it below the figures just given by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, one hundred and eighteen; but the Navy Department furnishes 
the figures at the basis of one hundred and forty-five if they all go 
back. They will not all go back undoubtedly, but there will be over 
one hundred. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. If we assume the same rule of diminution in 
the number that is shown by this same memorandum to have occurred 
in the line of cadet-engineers, 25 per cent. less, then you get the num- 
ber. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I agree with everything that has heey 
said by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLuMB], but I want to empha- 
size his remarks by this statement, that official reports show that the 
Congress of the United States has appropriated $385,000,000 since the 
close of the war for naval purposes, for the building and repairing o: 
naval vesseisand for the pay of officersandseamen. I have had occasion 
heretofore to make the statement that in the city of Washington from 
year to year have been naval deadheads standing like lamp posts upon 
the corners of the streets, attending public routs and assemblies, officers 
of the Navy without a ship after this enormous expenditure has been 
made by the party to which the Senator from Kansas belongs. And 
now he very properly says that he is opposed to increasing this num- 
ber of deadheads to the extent of one hundred and eighteen, accord- 
ing to the Senator from South Carolina, and one hundred and forty- 
five according to the Senator from Maine. 

Sir, it is a most conspicuous argument against the policy of the Ro- 
publican party in regard to the Navy. We have few ships; but still 
we go on increasing officers, for what? In order to perform land duty: 
in order, I say it without meaning any disrespect to them, to float around 
the watering plsers<f the country, and there are no vessels upon which 
they can place their service as naval officers or commanders. I { un- 
derstand this diseussion—and I have listened to it very patiently for the 
best part of twodays—it amounts to this, that we have now graduated 
a certain namber of young gentlemen for whom we have no use, and 
they come through their relatives and on their own personal solicita- 
tion and ask to be continued in a service which has no use for them 
whatever. 

I am utterly opposed to any such bill. The first thing for us to do 
is to create a navy and then have officers in order to command our ves- 
sels; but until we have the vessels it is an expenditure of the public 
money contrary to all sort of reason for us now to pass such a measure 
as is proposed to the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. Does theSenator know how many officers we have now 
to every ship in the Navy without these men? Fifty-nine. Fifty-nine 
officers on active-list to every vessel in the Navy now, and they 
want more! 

Mr. BUTLER. The trouble about the indignation of the Senator 
from Kansas and the Senator from Missouri is that it breaks oat, if | 
may be allowed to use such an expression, a littie too late. I submit 
to those two Senators and to the Senator from Maine if it is exactly 
fair, if it is exactly just, if it is exactly right to these young gentlemen 
who are seeking to have their rights restored to them by this bill to 
visit their what the Senator from Missouri chooses to call 
‘naval deadheads’’ about the city of Washington. Is it exactly fair 
for the Senator from who seems to take special delight and 
pleasure in sh: a brick at the head of every naval officer who is pre- 
sented to this ly, to make this the occasion of an assault upou th: 
naval service of the United States? 

A great deal has been said by the Senator from Maine and other Sen 
ators about these young gentlemen being obtraded into the \:vy, 
about intrusion obtrusion and lobbying. Sir, I say for the benelit 
and the information of the Senator from Missouri and the Senator !rom 
Kansas and the Senator from Maine that but one single onc of these 
young gentleman has spoken to me on the subject. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator is an exception, then. ; 

Mr. BUTLER. I will say farther to the Senator from Maine that 
they did nothing but what they had a right as American citizens to» 
in presen’ their grievances to Congress and asking in a respect!\\' 
manner, ~he have done, that they be considered. And, sir, wile 
the Senator from Maine is ing against this bill, I protest in the 
name of these young against this assault upon their clar- 
acter for demanding what had a right to demand from Congress. 
This indignation, this freak of virtue, this intense desire for econo") 
comes a little too late, I submit with great respect. Why, sir, it has 
not been two months since the Senator from Kansas and the Senator 
from Missouri voted for a bill which I hold in my hand conferring 
upon the cadets at West Point precisely what we ask for the naval 
eadets who graduated at Annapolis. 1 heard nothing about suffocating 
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the service; I heard nothing about young gentlemen through their 
friends importuning Senators and haunting the doors of Congress when 
that bill was I did not hear the eloquent voice of the Senator 
from Kansas animadvert upon the criminality of such extravagance at 
that time. It has become the fashion when Senators are in pursuit of 
something to strike at to select the officers of the American Navy. 

I have in this city for very nearly nine years in the discharge 
of my official duty and I have failed to see these deadheads standing 
about like ao in the streets of Washington from among the 
officers of the Navy. But I have seen that whenever the demand of 
duty called them they have responded with gallantry and courage and 
eficiency, and I deny in their name, and in the name of the naval 
service, the truth of the statements of the Senators fron: Kansas and 
Missouri. I venture to say there is not a naval officer to-day within 
the city of Washington who is not here either upon proper leave or in 
the discharge of his official duty under the orders of his superior officer. 

But let us suppose that there are the abuses to which these Senators 
refer, is that fact to be allowed to affect the rights of these young gen- 
tlemen, as I insist? If this legislation had been passed and applied to 
the cadets who came after its enactment I should have made no demur 
or protest. I ize the right of Congress to reduce the naval estab- 
lishment; I the it of Congress to reduces the military estab- 
lishment; but I deny the right of Congress to commit an act of injus- 
tice such as was committed by the act of August 5, 1882. 

It has been stated that this bill would restore one hundred and forty- 
five naval cadets or ensigns. There is no truth whatever in the state- 
ment. At the very highest figure there are not more than one hundred 
and eighteen, and I undertake to say that out of that number not more 
than sixty, perhaps not more than fifty, would ask to come back into 
the Navy. 

These young gentlemen considered, and as I think properly consid- 
ered, that that legislation, stuck at the eleventh hour upon a general 
appropriation bill, upsetting the organization of the Navy, wasastigma 
upon ae which it is the duty of Congress to remove by the passage 
of this bi 

The Senator from Maine talks about injustice being done to the young 
officers who remained in the Navy. The injustice has been done to 
those who were incontinently kicked out by Congress without reason 
or excuse and without justice. Sir, they ought to be put back, and 
then I will the Senator from Maine or any other economical Sen- 
ator upon floor who is so much alarmed at the little money that is 
to be spent in doing justice to these young gentlemen who have dedi- 
cated years Of their life in preparation for the service of their country 
which they would otherwise have devoted to preparation for a career 
in some other branch of life, and will consider with him what justice 
to others may require. 

I say it not only not cost $1,200,000, but it will not cost over 
$200,000, and that to be distributed through five years. If I had the 
time I would demonstrate it, notwithstanding the letter which the 
honorable Senator from Maine has had read from the Secretary of the 
Navy. The estimates made in that letter were based upon the assump- 

i cadet-engineers would be restored. That whole question 
has been eliminated by the Supreme Court, who ina decision accom- 
panying the report say that they were never out of the service. I sup- 
pose the Senator from Kansas and the Senator from Missouri will rise 
and indignantly denounce the Supreme Court for entailing an addi- 
tional upon Congress in putting thirty-five or forty cadet- 
when there was no need for them. 
think the amendment of the Senator from New Jersey, which pro- 
vides, as I understand it, that there shall be a mental examination be- 
they shall be restored, is unjust. AsIstated a while ago, the offi- 
who have been retained in the Navy are not to be subjected to 
test. Why subject these y gentlemen? If there is an ofii- 
of the United States Navy who profited by the misfortune of 
vote to have him discharged and dismissed 
y from the naval establishment of the country, but I do 
is an honorable man on the Navy Register to-day who 
would profit by the misfortune to his brother officer. 
reply to what we were told by the Senator from 
Government is under obligations to the bright men. 
ink that was his It is a new rule for the guidance of 
department of the Government or of any department of 
use the Creator has not endowed all with an equal amount 
of intellect those not so endowed are to be condemned in 
The proposition is simply monstrous, that because a young 
acquire a certain standard of intellectual excellence he is 
in disgrace, because forsooth the Government is under 
t men of the country. 
ask the Senator a question? 
certainly. 
I made no such proposition as the Senator is 
: The class of 1884 in graduating 
head of the list whoare received intothe 
We will call them the brightest of the 
at the head of it. If the bill passes the boys of 
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the class of 1883 who were not at the head of the class, who were at the 
tail of the class, will come in and be put over those who were at the 
head of the class of 1884. That is not a question of disgracing a boy 
because he is not as bright as another boy, but is a case of a premium 
to a boy who does not pursue his studies in such a way as that he gets 
to the head of his class, and it is putting the head of the classat a dis- 
advantage as compared with the tail of the class. To that I do object. 
I do not know of any law or morals or ethics by which that ought to 
be done. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator rose to ask me a question, and made a 
speech. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator believe in that? 

Mr. BUTLER. Of course I believe init. I believe in exact justice 
to all alike, whether a man is brilliant or dull; and if any other course 
had been pursued the Senator to-day would not have had the oppor- 
tunity of rejoicing in the reputations made by some of the most dis- 
tinguished officers in the late war, both in the Army and Navy. 

Mr. HALE. Let me ask the Senator what test is made at West 
Point in graduating except this very thing? Are there not scores of 
boys dropped out there because nature has not endowed them with 
bright intellectual faculties? 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not complain of that, but where they have come 
up to the requirement and graduated, whether they be bright or dull, 
when they have passed their examination, I say that it is the very 
cruelty of injustice to say that because they do not happen to have an 
equal amount of intellect with others they are to be kicked out. I 
say to the Senator that if that had been the rule he would never have 
heard perhaps of Sheridan and Grant and many others of the most dis- 
tinguished soldiers of the late war. 

Mr. PLUMB. Will the Senator permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir; but not to make a speech. 

Mr. PLUMB. Does the Senator think it is in the competence of Con- 
gress to discharge any naval officer for any cause whatever other than 
misconduct, without doing him an injustice? 

Mr. BUTLER. I think, of course, that Congress has absolute juris- 
diction over both the Army and Navy. 

Mr. PLUMB. Can Congress justly reduce the naval establishment 
by discharging from the force any person now in it? 

Mr. BUTLER. I will go further than the Senator is willing to go, 
and I will state as a matter of fact that Congress has a right to abolish 
the Army and Navy both. 

Mr. PLUMB. Can it do that without doing injustice? I am refer- 
ring now to what the Senator said about injustice to these young men 
who had ordered their affairs in accordance with the expectation that 
they were going into the Navy, and that is, I understand, the founda- 
tion of this bill. Iask himif it would not be a greater injustice to 
abolish the Navy or to do any actin 12lation toit which would require 
the mustering out of the officers of the Navy ? 

Mr. BUTLER. 1am very frank to say that I believe Congress has a 
right to reduce the naval establishment. 

Mr. PLUMB. Without injustice ? 

Mr. BUTLER. Without injustice; which is what Congress never 
did do. 

Mr. PLUMB. If it cando that without injustice, how does the case 
of the young men who have only been engaged for four, five, or six 
years compare with the turning out of men who had reached fifty or 
sixty years and had served in the Navy thirty or forty years? 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not claim that Congress ought to turn ont 
those, and I do not believe Congress ever reduced the establishments 
except those raised for an emergency in war. Of course when men 
went into the Army and Navy at such a time, they went in on the 
assumption that the force would be reduced to a peace establishment. 
That could be done without the injustice which was the result of the 
act of August 5, 1882. It applied to young gentlemen who were then 
in the Naval Academy. If it had been made prospective, and had re- 
lieved all those in the academy and applied to those who entered sub- 
sequently, it would have been perfectly competent, and perfectly just, 
and perfectly proper that Congress should have done it. 

What I complain of is that that act should have applied to those 
young gentlemen who went in under an express contract that they were 
to serve in the naval establishment for eight years. 

l agree with a great deal the Senator from Maine and the Senator 
from Kansas have said, that the Navy may have too many officers; but 
Ido not believe in the doctrine that you shall strike down without 
cause or excuse those who have entered the service with the expecta- 
tion of remainingin it. The legislation on that subject should be made 
prospective, so that when a young man goes to the Naval Academy he 
may do sowith his eyes open; and then no complaint can be made. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to say only only one word in reply to what the 
Senator has said in reference to our being committed to this principle 
by having voted for the bill touching the West Point graduates. That 
is in no regard similar to this situation. The West Point Academy ip 
its relation to the Army has never been like the Annapolis Academy 
in relation to the Navy. The Army has always absorbed all that West 
Point could graduate, and more too. 
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Mr. BUTLER. If the Senator will. permit me, I should like just in 
that connection to read the act for which he voted, to sec whether ho | Senator desires to destroy. the esprit of the 
can net adopt.a more effective method of doing it than just - 
yield | islation.aswas put.on. the appropriation. act in 1882. 


is correct. 
The PRE SIDING OPPICER. 
ior that purpese 


Dees the Senator from. Maine y 


Mr. HALE. The Senator may read the act if he chooses, but I donbt | legislation, introduced. ata. time whem it.was. impossible to | 


whether L voted for it. i 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator did not. voic against it. 

Mr. HALE. It created no attention here. 

Mr. BUTLER. The actof May 17, 1886, reads as follows: 

That when any cadet of the United States Military Academy has gone through | 

all its classes oak received a regular diploma from the academic he nay 

be promoted and commissioned as asecond lieutenant in any arm or corps of 
the Army in whieh there may be a vacancy and the duties of which he may | 
have been judged competent to perform— 

This is the part of the act to;whicls I wish to call the Senator's at- 
tention— 
and in case there shall not at the time be a vacaucy in such armor corps, he 
nay’, at the discretion of the President, be promoted and commissioned in itas 


an additional second lientenant, with the usual pay and allowancesof a.second 
lientenant, until a vacancy shall happen. 


Mr. HALE. I was going on to explain—— 
Mr. BUTLER. ‘That.is the act. the Senator voted for. 
Mr. HALE. No; I did not. 


Mr. BUTLER. If he did not vote for it he did not vote against if, 
and now he says it is a.great act of injustice to do the very same thing 
for the young gentlemen who were discharged at the Naval Academy. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator now allow: me to go on? 

Mr. BUTLER. I beg the Senator’s: pardon: He gave me permis- 
sion. 

Mr. HALE. Iwas referring to that very act and was going on to 
state the situation which led to it. The tao establishments:are not in 
the east alike. The faet inxegard to West Point andthe Army. is that 
the classes are not large enough to-fill tlie vacancies. 

The rule in the Navy and at Annapolis is precisely the reverse; the 
classes are always greatly larger than the vacancies. West Point las 

gone on for years and has not required any such legislation as the Navy 
did, beeause ev ery ycar the classes would be smaller than the vacancies, 
and the President would fill up the vacancies by appeintments fiom 
civil life. That has been done Sinenntiin year. This year there is.an 
exceptional condition. There is a very large graduating class. There 
never has been before such a large graduating class, and it isnot likely 
to oecur again. The letters and reperts from. West. Point do not show 
that it is expected it willoccur again. Here is asolitary casestanding 
out where a class is graduated larger than the vacancies, and everybody 
knows that the vacancies occurring hereafter will soon absorb that 
overplus. 

Therefore, for this single class, not. as a matter of policy, not run- 
ning through all the future, not suffocating the lower ranks like the 
pending bill reported by the Senator from ee 
the time being the act was passed disposing a o w- 

ing them to remain on the supernumerary list untilthe vacancies absorb 
them. LEverybedy knows that that was the ground on which the act 
was put, and it was presented simply as a measure for the time. 

Whenever West Point gets into the condition that Annapolis got into, 
and is loading*inte the Army scores.and hundreds of whocan 
not be taken care of in the Army,, then the same knife will have to be 
applied to West Point that. was applied te Annapolis, and the Army will 
only take those whom it needs to fill the vacancies. The situation in 
the Army is not in the slightest degree like the case we are considering. 

a DAWES. Is there any difference except in degree? 

HALE. Yes; there is a very great difference, because everybody 
knows that there are exceptions in every phase of human life which 
we: have to provide for, and we are-willing as a matter of > 
do it; but it does not. involve the principle of permanently overload 
ing the military establishment. That is the difference. It ina prin- 
ciple which is a grievous wrong, it is ani to the establishment 
to permanently overload it, and the West Point situation doesnot in- 
volve that principle. 

Mr. DAWES. It does not involve it to the same degree, but theact 
passed in May took care of those on hand just.as this measure proposes 
to do. 

Mr.. HALE. It does. not involve it at. all. 
overloaded, but only for a few weeks-or months. 

The Senator from South Carolina in. eloquent fashion apostrophized 
the Navy, its gallant. officers, capable. men, honorai 
They are ajl that, I agree with him fully, and 
one Lam making against this bill I am speaking for the officers of the 
Navy, for the men whoare in the Navy now, for the young gentlemen 
who have gone on and earned their commissions and are the 
way that. naval officers pursue and. looking forward to promotion. I 
Tam speaking forthem against this ace and not against the naval 
officers. I agree fully, and the Senator no further than I go in 
praising the spirit and saihaienaet enseinadienainn character and conduct 
of the officers of the naval establishment; and I want to save the naval 
establishment from the bligh 
at the bottom if this intrusion is allo 


It is not permanently 
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ght that will grow over and be put upon it 
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Mr. BUTLER. Ali.l desire to.say inreply is-simply this, tha: , 
the Navy, as Cunderst; and i 


I think n oth 


on. carth: will. so destroy the feeling of pridein the Navyas that 


ive b 


an elaborate and.fall discussion of it, and.in that way sk: —p int 
if I may use.the expression, the very best and most meritori 


| cers.of the Navy. 


Mr..HALE.. I thinks the bill before the Senate would do 110; 
and honorable endeavor and. encourage «1! };; 


Mr. PLUMB. The Senator fromSontivCarolina imputed 1. ; 
timents. which I did not utter at-all in derogation of these you.; mer 
and. did. not hear anybody else say anything, disrespectful of ¢); 
either. Tcertainly had nothonghtin my mind that wasad\ or: ti oth 
as. young men. of charactar, and I never have: heard.of their bein it 

Congress, althongl: other Senaters: no doubt lave. e- st 
nothing abont.the. Navy except that.it was-overluaded. | spoke o: ; 
unwisdom, of the impolicyof what [ regarded! as.agreat wrong in ; 
ing to the expenses of the establishment, already great, by incr 
the number of its.officers: when. there were already: a great wany 10 
than we needed: er could hy any possibilitymake use of at any tin 
the near future, so. Snantenantiaanatiiehtnteenn Lebjected to: 
method of increasing the: expenses of the Government ata tine) 
think on the whele they ought to be diminished. 

The Senator from. South as’ Ke: is: bound: to do, says thut 
whoever. enters.the Naval Academy or the Military Academy do 
with an expectation that he will graduate from the academy into the 
Army or Navy and. that he will be there. all his life, and tha: 
Congress is. estopped from. ever turning. him ont: except it does to hi: 
«gross act of injustice: He is driven to that position. [t is the lo. 
of this bill Withont. that the bill. has no leg to stan 
upon. That idea I want to repudiate at the outset. I say the estal)- 
lishment of that is. vicious: not. only with veferencs to th 
Army and Navy but. with reference to all.other branches 0! the publi 
service. Itisno more. unjust te turn w young man.out of the N: 
if I may use that-expression, at any time whew the Government thir 
it has no farther need of his services, than itis for the eeione ofli 
cers of this Government to turnout of the Departments men who hu 
served there for ten, fifteen, or twenty years: and who have come 
believe that they were to go on as long.as their lives last. 

More than that, these people ave not turned out to prt somebody 
in their places,. but. because their places are not needed; while in th 
other branches of theypublic service men are turned out to give pla 
ppalienaaretas ee just expectations, if any man can hav 
as a.life:service: under the Government, have been no! 

disappointed but they have been disappointed while the place 
whi ne One evanne we belicve, satisfaetoril 
Now, elf ad ile by a thi 
very ut. this—— 
Mr. BUTLER. Before the Senator proceeds further, while I did n 


—— he-has put. me ina position I did not ov ns 
I did not state Congress might 


not put men out of the Army : 
Navy without injustice. I madenosuchstatement. Think Congr 
may, but I donot think it ought to have exercised that discretion w 
it put these young memout. 
Mr. PLUMB. Who isto revise that discretion’? + 
Mr.. BUTLER. The Congress:itself cam revise it, and that ts wiv 
am ‘to get Congress ta do now, in a sense of justice. 
UMB. But Congress said, here is'a class of people we do 1 
need, and it simply said to them for that reason, having no need ‘or 


your services, we will on baek-to-civil life. ‘There the Senator 
says anaan Congress did a gross injustice which now calls for this —_ ial 
legislation to. ; that. it is unjust to those people who are on | 


threshold of life,. who. can not have made any special preparation for 
service in the Navy, who havea naval education but an education als 
well liberal with reference te the curriculum which obtains in all mod! 
ern colleges, fitting them: better for the duties of life than the averag: 
young men.are-fitted, and. that.too at the expense of the Government 

Mr. BUTLER. Ishould like to-appeal to the Senator to allow me 
to ag a & question. — 


LUMB. 

Mr. BUTLER: Lask him if he doesnot think within his _ a < 
perience that great. injustice has been done by Congress in !ex!s! 
officers out of the serviee in the Army and Navy. 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not know ef any such case. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator’s memory certainly is very Geto ' 

Mr. PLUMB. I will ask the Senator to refresh it. 

Me.. BUTLER. When. we were on the Committee on Military \ 
fairs together we restored numbers of officers whe had. been aon ae 
discharged by: reason. of what.was-known, I believe, as the © ben: zine 
board,”’ nd think L have heard the Senator plead with great «'- 
officers. 


-nestness in behalf of some of those 


Mr. PLUMB. I gave my assent so far as I now remember to!" 
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one bill of that kind. That was the only one, and that was a case 


which did not involve an increasc of the number of officers in the Army 
ata. It stood upon an entirely different footing. We do not need 


hese men. el 

Mr. BUTLER. Wedid notneed the man to whom the Senator refers. 
. PLUMB. But the place wasthere. He went back into that 

place, and his going back did not increase the number of officers in the 

Army by one. 


Mr. BUTLER. But he prevented the promotion of others, of course. | 
Mr. PLUMB. That has nothing to do with the public side of the | 
i That is a matter of complaint for the individual whois thus | 


question. + 
interfered with, and not on the part of the public. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is all these young gentlemen have done, and 
yet they are berated from one end of the country to the other because 


of their doing it. 
Mr. PLUMB. I have heard uobody berate them. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have. ; 


Mr. PLUMB. I have not heard a word uttered in disrespect of these 
| young men in this debate; but I do say it is a little singular that these 
| young men, strong in physique, mentally and physieally strong, well 

educated at the expense of the General Government, should be here 
seeking so persistently to get back. There are avenues open to them 
throughout the country which it seems to me would satisfy a reason- 
able ambition. It isa part of the general craze to get into the Army 
and the Navy, to get an easy berth, to have a life position, to be re- 
moved as far as possible from the contingencies which affect the ordi- 
nary run of people. 

1 think on the whole that in this great country there ought to be 
some place where these people could earna living. I think after hav- 
ing am education given to them they ought to be able to take care of 
themselves. To a certain extent it is an impeachment of their self 

respeet and of their independence that they should be here asking Con- 
gress totake them back. The very fact that they are here implies that 
the bargain to be made is an unequal one and that they are to profit at 


the ee the Government. 
Mr. ER. I do not know that theyare here. 1 haveseen but 
one of them. I think that statement is entirely a gratuitous one. I 
do net believe they are here. 
Mr.PLUMB. Does the Senator mean to say that there has not been 
any demand from these young men for the passage of the bill? 
| . BUTLER. Ofcourse not. I take it for granted there has been. 
| Mr. PLUMB. That is what I am ing te. Iam not referring 
to lobbying or any thing of that kind, but Iam referring to their desire 
to get back inte the service of the Government when they know as well 
as anybedy else that the Government does not want them and has got 
nothing for them to do. I donot speak of them with any special dis- 
respect in that connection, but I only mention it because it has been 
brought up. I say again it is a part and parcel of the general craze to 
get into the Army and Navy and to be put into berths which are known 
to be soft and which are expected, whether justly or other- 
wise, to be permanent. To pass this bill is a recognition of the fact 
when once an expectation of this kind comes to exist in the mind of 
somebody, Congress can not put any hand on it, no matter what the 
public interest may require. 
For these reasons I am opposed to the bill, but I am opposed to it 
for another reason. I believe that if we are te keep up the Naval 
| Academy the best use we can make of it is to turn back into civil life 
a large portion of the graduates. It is better for the country to have 
young men who have had their attention turned to naval affairs and 
to military affairs and who have been educated with special reference 
to the service in these two branches seattered all over thecountry. We 
all know that the men who won distinction in the war were not the 
men who had been longest in the service from West Point, but men 
who, having served at West Point, had beside mingled with the people in 
: civil life thereby become broadened, wi » More sensible, and 
better qualified for the great commands which devolved upon them. 
When the time comes to make use of the Army and the Navy, if it ever 
should come, it will be found that the men who have served the longest 
in those two branches of the service are not the men who are the best 
qualified to command. So I think if we are to kxep up the Naval 
on its present seale, and I would say the same thing about 
toturn a large number of the young men who graduate there 
pee vil life would bean advantage to the country and an adyan- 
the other reasons which I have mentioned, I hope the bill will 


Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I shall vote against the bill. 
In doing so I desire to state that I am not at all surprised that these 
Saas feel that an injustice has been done tothem. They 
went into the Naval Academy under the expectation and 

with the promise, inyplied at least, held out to them that if they grad- 
there they should be retained in the naval service of the country. 
them to retire at the end of the course 


to do se. 
with some feeling ied to Con- 


tf 
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1y disgrace whatever hs 
went out under the act ot 


' 
with the Senator from South Cardlina that ar 
} been inflicted upon these gentlemen. They 
| 1882, which sought to reduce the number of ofticers of the Navy, and 
| they went out in the same manner that some other grades of officers 
| went out. It was not intended by Congress to degrade any of the of- 
} ficers who were dismissed from the service, or reduced in the service, 
| at that time. I can not agree, therefore, with the Senator from Senth 
1en have been disgraced at all. 
tate that; the Senator will pardon me. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Then I misunderstood the Senator. 
Mr. BUTLER. I simply said that they very properly and naturally 
| thought that some stigma—I can not say a disgrace, a. disgrace means 
| degradation, but that some stigma had been put upon them by the 
legislation of 1882, not to the extent of a disgrace perhaps. 
what I said. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. I donot agree that any stigma was puten them. 
| It was understood at the time that it was simply an effert ta reduce the 
number of officers of the Navy, not to discharge a man because he was 
not meritorious, but some rule of action had to be applied in order to 
bring down the number of officers ef the Navy to the standard which 
was deemed at that time proper. 

I say again I am not surprised that these 
they ought to be restored. Their expectations im life have been to 
some extentcutoff. Atleast the ambition which they entertained has 
been diverted into another channel. But I am not sure that a benefit 
was not. conferred upon them. Iam not sure but what it will prove 
to the advantage of every one of these young men that they were dis 
charged or dismissed from the naval service. For one I do not believe 
that that path to fortune and to fame is the best for the young men of 
this country. I believe that civil pursuits are the pursuits to which 
the ambition of young men ought to be directed, not to naval and mil- 
itary pursuits. 

However, we can not restore these young men without encumbering 
the Navy with a number of officers whom the Navy does not need. It 
is a practical question and one which we have got to deal with practi- 
cally. It is not simply to defer to the feclings of the young men who 
would like to get back, but we are to see what the service of the eoun- 
try requires; and in that aspect of the case I caw notsece that the serv- 
ices of these young men are required in the Navy. 

Therefore, I shall be compelled for one to vote against tlie bill, believ- 
ing that the best interests of the country will be served by its defeat 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending question ison theamend- 
ment of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPaerson ] to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Burier.] The amend- 
ment to the amendment will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line 11 of the amendment, 
** act,’’ it is proposed to insert: 

Upon passing such cxamination as sliail be 
Navy Department. 

So as to read: 

And those cadets who have been honorabiy discharged under the provisions 
of the aforesaid act may, upon application to the Secyetary of the Navy within 
sixty days after the passage of this act, upon passing such examination as shal! 
be fixed by the regulation of the Navy Department, be restored to the service 


and take their places on the Naval Register in the same manner as if said act 
had net been passed. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ti question is on agreeing to the 
amendment to the amendment. [Putting the question.}] The noes 
have it, and the amendment is rejected. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I supposed the yeas and nays had been ordered 
and were pending upon my amendment as modified. 

The PRESIDING OFPICER. The amendment was changed after 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I supposed the vote was to be taken by yeas 
and nays after the amendment I had offered was changed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That would have been done if the 
amendment had not been modified. 

Mr. McPHERSON. If it is not too late, I desire to eall for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In view of the misunderstanding, the 
Chair will ask if there is a second to the demand for the yeas and nays 
on agreeing to the amendment? 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Seeretary preceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. FAIR (when his name was called). 
ator from Nevada [ Mr. JonEs]. 

Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. GrorGe’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. GrorGe] is paired with the Senator from New Hampshire 
[Mr. Pre}. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas (when his name was called). 
with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Brare]. 

t, I should vote “‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. McPHERSON (when his name was called). 
the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Hamprow]. 
I should vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. MAXEY (when his name was called). 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Concer]. 


uss 


Mr. BUTLER. I did not 


Tiiat is 


young gentlemen feel that 


after the word 


fixed by the regulation of the 


I am paired with the Sen- 





I am paired 
If he were 


I am paired with 
If he were present, 


I am paired with the 
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Mr. RANSOM (when Mr. MILLEr’s name was called). Iam paired 
with the Senator from New York [Mr. MrtuEeR]. If he were present, 
I should vote ‘* yea’’ and he would vote “‘nay.” 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon (when his name was called). I am 
paired on this question with the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS]. 
If he were here, { should vote “‘ nay.”’ 

Mr. VANCE (when his name wascalled). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from Michigan [Mr. PALMER]. 

The roll-cali was concluded. 

Mr. CHACE. Iam paired with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
GRAY], and my colleage [Mr. ALDRICH] is paired with the Senator 
from Louisiana [Mr. Grsson]. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If any Senators are present who have 
not voted, and have a right to vote, they had better cast their votes in 
order to secure a quorum. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Having the right to vote in order to makea 
quorum, I vote “‘yea.’’ 

Mr. FAIR. Aslam at liberty to vote to make a quorum, I vote 
“ yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 15; as follows: 





























Mr. BLACKBURN (when his name was called). I am paired gen. 
erally upon all political questions with the Senator from Nebraska [ Mr. 
MANDERSON]. I do not understand that this is a political question 
and I shall assume to vote. I vote ‘‘nay.”’ : 

Mr. KENNA (when Mr. CAMDEN’S name was called). My colleagne 
[Mr. CAMDEN] is paired with the Senator from Connecticut [\,. 
PLatTT]. 

Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sep. 
ator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. If he were present, I should yor, 
** na 2? 

Mr. FAIR (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sey. 
ator from Nevada [Mr. JonEs]. 

Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. GEORGE’S name was called). My co}- 
league [Mr. GrorGe] is paired with the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Mr. PIKE}. 

Mr. GORMAN (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. 

Mr. PLUMB (when Mr. INGALLS’s name was called). My colleague 
(Mr. INGALLS] is paired with the Senator from Oregon [ Mr. Mitcr- 
ELL]. If my colleague were present, he would vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas (when his name was called). I am paired 


YEAS—2. i Sena hire [Mr. Barr]. If he were 
Allison, Coke, rp Saulsbury, with me sh ere ae Stengetine [ite ] «Mapes 
Beck, Cullom, McPherson, Sawyer, present, - ay. . 
Berry, Eustis, Morrill, Sherman, Mr. KENNA (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
4 Fair, Payne, —— Senator from Minnesota [Mr. SaBrn]. 
Cockrell, inetey, Riddieberger, Wilson of Md. Mr. McMILLAN (when his name wascalled) Tam paired with th 

NAYS—I15. E Mr. McPHERSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
oon ; Dolph” — Whlnherme the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. HAMPTON }. 
Butler, Evarts, Pugh, Wilson of Iowa. Mr. MAXEY (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Cameron, Harris, Spooner, Senator from Michigan [Mr. Concer]. 

ABSENT—37. Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon (when his name was called). I should 

Aldrich, Gorman, Mahone, Ransom, vote ‘‘ yea”’ if the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS], with whom | 
> on. ee am paired, were here 
eon a Millen.’ Stanford, Mr. HAWLEY (when Mr. PLatr’s — ne a peereetitege: 
Colquitt, Ingalls, Mitchell of Oreg., Vance, a (Mr. PLATT] is out of town, and is paired wi e Senator from West 
Conger, Jones of Arkasas, Mitchell of Pa., an Wyck, Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. : ee ; 
 —— cr sonee « Nevede, ae, Vastbeee. Mr. RANSOM (when his name was called). My pair with the Sen- 
George, Kenna, Pike, * ator from New York [Mr. MILLER] has been transferred to the Senator 
Gibson, McMillan, Platt, 


from Minnesota [Mr. MCMILLAN]. I vote “ nay.”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
vote with the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Manone]. I should vote 
‘nay ’’ if he were here. ; 

Mr. VANCE (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. PALMER]. If he were present, I should 
vote ‘* yea.’’ 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced—yeas 
17, nays 22; as follows: 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CAMERON. After the word ‘‘furtiver,”’ inline 18 of section 1, 
I move to strike out the words: 


That this act shall not apply to those cadets wh» failed to pass the physical 
examination at the time of graduation. 


And to insert: 


That no graduate shall be entitled to restoration until he shall have, subse- 
quent to the passage of this act, passed a physical examination before a board 


of naval medical officers. YEAS—17. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. Bowen, Dawes, Hawley, Walthall, — 
Mr. HALE. I ask for the yeas and nays on agreeing to the amend- | Brown, _—— ae _ner 
ment as amended. Teeuen. Harris, oF 
The yeas and nays were ordered. Colquitt, Harrison, eberger, 
Mr. MCPHERSON. Iask that the amendment be read as amended. NAYS—22. 
> - ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment as amended will be Allison, Coke, Morrill, Teller, 
= . Beck. Cullom, Plumb, | 
The Cater CLERK. It is proposed to strike out all after the enact- | Berrv Edmunds, Ransom, — oo — 
ing clause of the bill, and to insert: ane, — a — 
That that part of the act of Congress approved August 5 1882, limiting the krell, Logan, Spooner, 
number of graduates of the Naval Academy to be retained in the service each — 
year shall not apply to those cadets who had entered the Naval Academy prior ABSENT—37. 
tothe passage of said act; and those cadets who have been honorably Gocanaed Aldrich Gray Mahone Sabin, 
under the provisions of the aforesaid act may, upon making application to the Blair, Hampton Manderson Sewell. 
Secretary of the Navy within sixty days after passage of this act, upon pass- Camden Hearst, , Maxey ‘ Sherman, 
ing such examination as shall be fixed by the regulations of the Navy Depart- Ingalls, Miller. Stanford, 
ment, be restored to the service and take their places on the Naval Register in Conger Jones of Arkansas, Mitchell of Oreg., Vance, 
the same manner as if said act had not been passed: Provided, That nothing | pair’ ones of Florida, Mitchell of Pa., | Van Wyck, 
herein contained shall be construed to make See in the ments | Frye Jones of Nevada, Morgan Voorhecs. 
made under the provisions of the act approved A’ 1882, of uates of | George Kenna, Palmer, 
the Naval Acadewy to the line and to the staff and ne Corps: And provided | Gingon’ MeMillan Pike. — 
further, That no graduate shall be entitled to restoration until he shall have, sub- Gormian Me 7 Pleit. 
sequent to the passage of this act, passed a physical examination before a board , . Shed 


of naval medical officers. 

Seo. 2. That officers restored under the provisions of this act shall not be en- 
titled to receive pay for the period awit yo be the date of their dis- 
charge under the act of August 5, 1882, and their restoration as herein provided 
for, but in all other respects they shall be considered as having been continuously 


in the naval service, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and nays have been ordered 
upon the amendment offered by the Senator from South Carolina [ Mr. 
BUTLER] as amended by the amendment of the Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON] and the amendment of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. HALE. Which is now the main bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is the main bill. The Secretary 
will call the roll on agreeing to the amendment as amended. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CHACE (when Mr, ALDRICH’s name was called). My colleague 
[Mr. ALDRICH] is paired with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Grp- 
son]. ; 


{80 the amendment as amended was rejected. ia 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the original 
bill. Uf there be no amendments proposed as in Committee of the 
Whole the bill will be reported to the Senate. : all 

Mr. McPHERSON. When the bill is reported to the Senate [ sha l 
propose the amendment I offered to the substitute, limiting it to the 
classes of 1881 and 1882, and I shall also move to insert the examina 
tion required. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The bill isstill open to amendment. 
Does the Senator from New Jersey desire to offer an amendment” 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I have not prepared the amendment. a 

Mr. HALE. Let me suggest to the Senator that [ do not thiak lv 
would care to offer the amendment to the bill now before the Senate, 
becanse this is a bill that nobody is for. This is the original bill as 
i uced and sent to the Committee on Naval Affairs Nobody was 
for that bill, Then it was amended, and half the committee reported 
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the substitute which has been in controversy and which has just bee. 
yoted down. The Senator from New Jersey does not wart to offer his 
amendment to this bill. I think myself there is not a Senator here 
who would vote for the present bill. 


itself. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on ordering the bill 
to be en for a third reading. 

Mr. HALE. I move to lay the bill on the table. 
shortest way to dispose of it. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine to lay the bill on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ELLEN CORCORAN. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair announces that the Cal- 
endar is in order under the rule adopted yesterday. 

Mr. SAWYER. I move to take up—— 

Mr. HARRIS. The ar order. 

Mr. SAWYER. I wish only to reconsider a vote so as to change the 
number of a regiment ina pension bill which was passed. It isa House 
bill, in which there was an error. I asked yesterday to have the bill 
returned to the Senate, and it has been returned. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Wisconsin desires 
to make a formal amendment toabill. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and the title of the bill will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. ““A bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pension to Ellen 


That will be the 


Mr. SAWYER. I move that the vote by which the bill was ordered 
to a third reading and passed be reconsidered. 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
Mr. SAWYER. I move to change the number of the regiment to 
the sixty-first instead of the fiftieth. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
stated. 
The SecRETARY In line 5, after the word “the,’’ it is proposed 
to strike out “ Fiftieth’’ and insert ‘‘Sixty-first;’’ sc as to read: 

Late chaplain of the Sixty-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


AMENDMENT TO RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. HARRISON submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the river and harbor appropriation bill; which, with the ac- 


meepaiam. was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


TRUSTEES OF ISAAC R. TRIMBLE. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Calendar will now be proceeded 
with according to the rule adopted yesterday. 

The bill (S. 1388) for the relief of the trustees of Isaac R. Trimble 
was announced as first in order on the Calendar. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is there a written report on the bill ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is. 

Mr. HARRISON. I as the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. Hampron], who reported the bill, is not present, that if there is 
any desire to discuss it and inquire into it it had better be passed over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Being objected to, the bill goes over. 


JOHN FRASER. 


Mr. HOAR. The chairman of the Committee on Finance [Mr. Mor- 
RILL] this morning reported the bill (H. R. 1982) for the relief of John 
Fraser and moved that it be referred to the Committee on Claims, which 
was agreed to. The Committee on Claims have reported an original 
Senate bill on the same subject, so that it is unnecessary to have the 
House bill committed to them. I move that the Committee on Claims 
be discharged from the consideration of the House bill and that it be 
placed on the Calendar, so that when the Senate bill is réached in its 
order the House bill may be called up. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. If there be no objection, the Com- 
mittee on Claims will be discharged from the consideration of the bill 
indicated, and it will be placed on the Calendar. The Chair hears no 
objection, and it is so ordered. 


FLORIDA INDIAN WAR CLAIMS, 


The bill (S. 1729) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to settle 
the claim of the State of Florida on account of expenditures made in 
i Indian hostilities = pam 5 ae in Committee of the 
proposes to pay to tate of Florida, on the allowance 
by the Secretary of ' War under joint resolution of Congress ap- 
March 3, 1881, and reported by him to Congress May 22, 1882, 
in full settlement for Indian wars from 1855 to 1861. But 
be delivered to the State all bonds and coupons of the State 

by the trustee of the Indian trust fund. 

to the Senate without amendment. 


The proposed amendment will be 
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Mr. HARRISON. Is that reported as an original bill? I notice 
from the report that Senate bill 1293, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, was recommended to be indefinitely post- 


poned. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. This was reported as an original bill. 

Mr. HARRISON. Not as an amendment to the other bill? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It was not. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. HARRISON. I suggest that as it was recommended in the re- 
port that Senate bill 1293 be indefinitely postponed, that action be 
taken Perhaps it has already been donc. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That action was taken at the time. 

Mr. CALL subsequently said: Iask unanimous consent that the vote 
which was taken a few minutes ago by which Senate bill 1729, to reim- 
burse the State of Florida for expenditures in suppressing Indian hos- 
tilities, was passed may be reconsidered. The bill was passed witliout 
my observation, and it was my intention to offer an amendment to the 
bill. I ask that the vote by which the bill was passed may be recon- 
sidered, and that the bill retain its place on the Calendar. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

FORT MARION, FLORIDA. 

The bill (S. 457) for the repair of Fort Marion, at Saint Augustine, 
Fla., and the inclosure of the grounds attached to said fort, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with 
amendments, in line 7, after the words ‘‘in charge of,’’ to strike out the 
words *‘the city authorities of Saint Augustine and,’’ and in line 8, 
after the word “‘ officer,’ to strike out the words ‘‘of said fort’’ and 
insert ‘‘at Saint Augustine;’’ so as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That $10,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated for the 
repair of Fort Marion, at Saint Augustine, Fla., and for the inclosure of the 


grounds attached to the fort as a park or place of public resort, the said park or 
grounds to be in charge of the commanding officer at Saint Augustine. 


The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


YELLOW-FEVER COMMISSION. 


The Scnuate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 1730) providing for the appointment of a commission to inves- 
tigate the truth of alleged discoveries of the specific cause of yellow 
fever, and of a method of preventing that disease by inoculation, and 
to obtain all information possible as to the cause and prevention of that 
disease. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This isa very important commission, and I hope 
it will be a valuable one. I move in line 3 of the first section to insert 
after the word ‘‘ authorized’’ the words ‘‘ by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate;’’ that is to say, that the commission shall be 
appointed by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. It is an 
important commission. 

Mr. HARRIS. I do not think there can be any objection to that 
amendment. 

Mr. EUSTIS. There will be no objection to it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I presumed there would be no objection, of course. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The CHIEF CLERK. In section 1, line 3, after the word ‘‘ author- 
ized,’’ it is proposed to insert the words ‘‘by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate;’’ so as to read: 

That the President be, and is hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint a commission, which shall proceed to Mexico, 
and, if necessary, to the Central American states, Havana, and Brazil, and there 
make a careful and complete investigation of, and report, after thorough exam- 
ination, the methods of inoculation pursued and their effectiveness in protect- 
ing against yellow fever, together with all other information relative to that 
disease which may be discovered by experiment or otherwise, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

The PRESIDENT pro lempore. 
preamble. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I intended to suggest that we might as well omit 
the preamble. It is purely an argument for the passage of the bill and 
in the nature of a report. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Connecticut moves 
to strike out the preamble to the bill. 

Mr. EUSTIS. There is no objection to that. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. If there be no objection the pream- 
ble will be stricken out. 


LIEUT. D. PRATT MANNIX. 


The joint resolution (S. R. 50) authorizing Lieut. D. Pratt Mannix, 
of the United States Marine Corps, to accept the decoration of the 
third class of the Double Dragon tendered to him by the Emperor of 


The question is on agreeing to the 








China on account of distinguished services rendered the empire as tor- 
pedo instructor, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the report in that case read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted-by Mr. Brown, 
from the Committee on Foreign Relations, March 3, 1886: 

This is an application made to the State Department by Mr. E, J. Smithers, 
chargé d'affaires ad interim at Pekin, informing the State Department that Li 
Hung Chang, viceroy of China, has informed him that his Imperial Majesty the 
Emperor of China has conferred upon Lieut. D. Pratt Mannix, of the United 
States Marine Corps, the decoration of the third class of the Double Dragon, 
on account of distinguished services rendered by him to China as to © in- 
structor. The viceroy states that he displayed the utmost ability, and that all 
the soldiers under his tuition have become proficient, which has n aservice 
of great satisfaction to the viceroy. 

As this was a service rendered the Emperor of China by a citizen of the United 
States, which was eminently satisfactory to his majesty, and as the Secretary of 
State of the United States joins in the reeommendation that he be permitted to 
accept the decoration tendered by the emperor, your committee report the ac- 
companying joint resolution, and recommend that it do pass. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I have been opposed in the Committee on Foreign 
Relations to all these bills, with here and there a very rare exception 
in some act of extreme gallantry and heroism, or something of that 
kind. I think in a Republic like ours, if an officer of the United States 
is willing to be detailed, and almost all of them wish to be, in order to 
see foreign countries or to do something, receiving full pay and emolu- 
ments all the time from the proper Departments, toagree that he may 
receive decorations and titles is injurious to our republican public in- 
terest. 

I was against this bill in the committee and I am against it now, 
and having said that I am done. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I do not share the fear; of the Senator from Ver- 
mont. This officer, if I may use the term, was borrowed from the 
United States Government for three or four years to give instructions 
to Chinese employés and officers of the army and navy of China in the 
construction and management of torpedoes. The service was exceed- 
ingly satisfactory. On the close of his term the government there chose 
to say ‘‘thank you’’ in the form they have of doing such things. I 
do not think there is any danger that it will injure the patriotism of 
Captain Mannix or of theservicein general. Itisamerecourtesy. It 
is unusual of course in our management of business, but one to which 
they are accustomed. 

Mr. BROWN. LI agree with the Senator from Vermont that these 
decorations are probably too often conferred for trivial reasons, and the 
Committee on Foreign Relations have reported against one of them oc- 
casionally. At this session I recollect we have postponed indefinitely 
more than one bill of that character; but I believe the committee were 
very nearly unanimous in thiscase. My friend from Vermont was op- 
posed to it, but the committee notwithstanding his objection reported 
the joint resolution favorably, as the officer rendered important service 
to China in torpedo instruction and she thought proper to recognize his 
services by conferring the third class of the Double Dragon decoration 
upon him. 

While I am not well enough versed in Chinese literature to know 
what was the origin of the degree, I think it is a very honorable one and 
only conferredupon those who have rendered distinguished services to 
the empire. I think, under the circumstances, we ought to pass the 
joint resolution and permit Lieutenant Mannix to accept the decora- 
tion. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amendment, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was read the third time. 
, The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is, Shall the joint reso- 

ution ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
resolution. 

Mr. MAXEY, Mr. President, a year or two ago the Senator from 


I ask for a division on the passage of the joint 


Kansas [Mr. PLumMB] and myself had the temerity to oppose a bill of 


this kind, by which we both got pretty severely criticised in a New 
York city paper. 

In my judgment all this legislation is radically wrong. I believe it 
has the effect of lessening the respect which the officers of the country 
have for republican institutions and republican sim ty and of en- 
gendering a spirit of aristocracy and love of a mo: cal form of gov- 
ernment. 3 


I uever want to see an American officer with one of these double 


dragons, or a single dragon, or any other sort of a dragon on him. If 


he has the plain, simple uniform of his country and goes everywhere 
in republican simplicity, whether at home or in foreign lands, he is a 
better officer of this Government in my judgment than if decorated 
with every order that every government of Europe could put upon him. 

I do not believe in this character of legislation. I would rejoice to 
see less of display and of foreign manners, and more of the republican 
simplicity of our fathers. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont asks for 
the yeas and nays on the passage of the joint resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; I ask for a division simply. I do not want 
to take time with the yeas and nays. I merely want to get the actual 
sense of the Senate. 

There were, on a division—ayes 13, noes 16; no quorum voting. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. We shall be required to have the yeas an 


to get a quorum. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceede{ 


the roll. 


Mr, CHACE (when Mr. ALDRICH’s name was called). My (0! 


{[Mr. ALDRICH] is paired with the Senator from Lonisiana { \{ 


SON]. 


Mr. CHACE (when his name was called). I am paired wi: 


Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. 


Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. GEorGr’s name was called 
is paired with the Senator from New H 


Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, (when his name was called). 


i 


with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLAtr]. 


Mr. KENNA (when his name was called). 


I am paired y 

My colleague [Mr. Can; 
Mr. MAXEY (when his name was called). I am paired with th. 
If he were present, I should 
Mr. PLUMB (vhen his name was called). On this question | 


alii 


If he wer 


The roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. HALE. Mycolleague [Mr Frye] is absent, and is paired with 


the Senator from Maryland [Mr. Gorman]. 


The result was announced—yeas 17, nays 23; as follows 


YEAS—17. 
Blackburn, Evarts, McPherson, Sherman 
Brown, Hale, Morrill, Whitthorne 
Butler, Harrison, Payne, 
Call, Hawley, Saulsbury, 
Cameron, Hoar, Sawyer, 
NAYS—23. 
Allison, Colquitt, Gorman, Telk 
Beck, Cullom, Harris, Van Wy 
Berry, Dawes, Hearst, Waltha!! 
Bowen, Dolph, Mitchell of Oreg., Wilson of Lowa 
Cockrell, Edmands, Pugh, Wilson of Md 
Coke, Eustis, Ransom, 
ABSENT—36. 
Aldrith, Cray, Mahone, Plumb 
lair, Hampton, Manderson, Riddleberg 
Camden, Ingalls, Maxey, Sabin 
Chace, Jones of Arkansas, Miller, Sewell 
Conger, Jones of Florida, Mitchell of Pa., Spooner 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Morgan, Stanford 
exre. Renee, — Wence 
eorge, mn, e, est, 
Gibson, MeMillan, Piatt, Voorhecs 


So the joint resolution was rejected. 


WILLIAM SCHUCHARDT. 


The bill (S. 1444) for the relief of William Schuchardt, United States 
commercial agent at Piedras Negras, Mexico, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to William Schuchardt, United States commercial agent at Piedra- 
Negras, ‘Mexico, $750, in full compensation for his services in o!){ainins 
testimony for the use of the United States and Mexican Claims Co 
mission appointed under the convention of July 4, 1868, with Mes 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be rea 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted }y Mr. bs 
March 3, 1886, from the Committee on Foreign Relations: 

This is a claim presented in behalfof William Schuchardt, Ui: te 
mercial egnah ah Piedras Hegrea, Mexico, for the sum of $750, which he « iy 


as com for services in obtaining testimony for the use of the Un: 
States and Mexican Claims Commission appointed under the convention o!)"') 
1860, 


: the Secretary of State in 1890, and again by Mr. Frehog 
huysen in asajustclaim. A favorable report was made on it in the Hous: 
of Representatives in the Forty-fifth Congress by Mr. Bridges, as chairman « 
Relations, and in the Forty-sixth Congress a simisu' 
x, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, and | 

afavorable report was made by Mr. Johnson, from th 
Relations of the 


i Stat 


Con on Senate, and the bil! has passed in both 
Houses, but at different sessions. 
Your report back the bill favorably. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered | 

be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passe’ 
DEPOSIT OF SAVINGS OF SEAMEN. 

The bill (S. 1417) to provide for the deposit of the savings 0! -" 
men of the United States Navy was considered as in Committee 0! '" 
Whole. It provides that any enlisted man or appointed petty omic . 
of the Navy may deposit his savings, in sums not less than $), w''" 
the paymaster upon whose books his account is borne; — — 
i 8 note, over 

i and fsuch deposit. The money 
Me rae, nee ay ae eases pos aay padi 
to the credit of the iation for ‘‘ Pay of the 
not be subject to forfeiture by sentence of court-mar- 
tial, but shall be forfeited by desertion, and shall not be permitted to 


7 





lic 


that amendment and add it. 
Mr. COCKRELL. 


1886. 





be paid until after final payment on discharge, or to the heirs or repre sent- 

atives of a deceased sailor, and shall be exempt from liability for the 

sailor’s debts; but the Government shall be liable for the am~cnt de- 
ited to the person so depositing the same. 

Section 2 provides that for any sums not less than $50 so deposited 
for the period of six months, or longer, the sailor, on his final dis- 
charge, shall be paid interest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum. 

By section 3 it is provided that the system of deposits herein estab- 
lished shall be carried into execution under such regulations as may 
be established by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is a good bill, I think. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


TEMPORARY HOME FOR DISCHARGED SEAMEN. 


The bill (S. 1527) to provide a temporary home for certain persons 
discharged from the United States Navy was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to permit 
any person receiving the honorable discharge authorized by section 1429 
of the Revised Statutes to elect a home on board of any of the United 
States receivingships, during any portion of three months granted by law 
as the limit of time within which to receive the pecuniary benefit of such 

i the men so choosing a home to be entitled to one ration per 
day for theit keeping while furnished with such home, but not to pay, 
other than that authorized by section 1573 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States upon re-enlistment; and the persons so furnished with 
a home shall be amenable to such regulations-as may be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Navy or other competent authority. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to hear the report in that case or 
some explanation of the bill. 

Mr. HALE. It is a public bill and speaks for itself, and so I drew 
no report. I will explain it. 

Under the present law, the sections referred to here, if a sailor, an 
enlisted man, has served for three years consecutively and desires to 
re-enlist he is allowed three months’ time off the ship. That is the 
policy of the t law to encourage continuous enlistments. This 
simply pro that during those three months if the sailor, instead 
of going into the cities and ports and spending his money, chooses to 
go on board the receiving ship he shall be permitted to do that. It 
makes no new establishment, no new ship, but simply provides, in en- 
couragement of this continuous re-enlistment, that he shall be taken 
on board a receiving ship. Itis to give him a place to sleep, as the Sen- 
ator from Vermont [Mr. Epsrunps] suggests, and one ration a day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that is right. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


RETIRED-LIST FOR SEAMEN AND PETTY OFFICERS. 


The bill (S. 1591) to amend an act entited ‘‘An act to authorize a re- 
tired-list for privates and non-commissioned officers of the United States 
Army who have seryed for a period of thirty years or upward,’’ ap- 
proved February 14, 1885, so that the same shall apply to the United 
States Navy, was considered as in Committeeof the Whole. It proposes 
to amend the act approved February, 14, 1885, by inserting, after the 
words ‘‘or ” the words ‘‘or has served thirty years in the Navy, 
either as an man or as an appointed petity oflicer, or both,’’ and 
by inserting, after the word ‘“‘rank,’’ the words “‘or rating;’’ so that the 
act shall read, when amended, as follows: 

That when an enlisted man hasserved as such thirty years in the United States 
Army or Marine either as a private or as a non-commissioned officer, or 
both, or has served thirty years in the Navy, either as an enlisted man or as an 
qecinted petty officer, or both, he shall, by making ogpiation to the Presi- 

t, be al on the retired-list hereby created, with the rank or rating held 
, him at the date of retirement; and he shall r receive 75 per centum 
the pay and allowances of the rank or rating upon which he was retired. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Ought there not to be in that case—I thought there 
was in the other case—a provision that they shall not draw a pension ? 
I think an amendment ought to be added there to cover both classes. 
I move to insert: 


- 
- shall not while so borne on said retired-list draw or receive any pen- 


ia HALE. There is no provision of that kind in the bill for the 
y. 

Mr. COCKRELL. This will make it apply to both. I thought it 
was in the Army bill, but this amendment will make it apply to both. 
This bill is an amendment of the law, and the whole section so 
makeitinelude both. By putting in what I suggest we shall cover 


Mr.HALE. My only question is how would the Senator have it ap- 
ply, that while upon the retired-list the man should not draw a pension 
or while a pension he should not be upon the retired-list ? 

Mr. While upon the retired-list he shall not draw a 

Mr. HALE, [I have no objection to that. Let the Senator frame 

I move to add to the bill: 
But while so borne upon suoh retired-list shall not draw or receive a pension. 
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The Senator would leave both the soldier and sailor 


Mr. HAWLEY. 
free to elect ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Yes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 

The Carer CLERK. It is proposed to add to the bill: 

But while so borne upon such retired-list shall not draw or re ve a pension, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a tl 


amendment 
iird reading, read the 


Mr. COCKRELL. I suggest to amend the title by adding * 
other purposes.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro temp re The Senator from Missouri moves to 
amend the title by adding the words ‘‘ 

The motion was agreed to 


and for 


and for other purposes.’ 


MOBILE MARINE DOCK COMPANY. 

The bill (S. 300) for the relief of the Mobile Marine Dock Company 
Was announced as next in orde: 

The Committee on Claims reported an amendment, in line 6, after the 
word ‘‘appropriated,’’ to strike out $101,938.81 and insert $86,202.65; 
so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to pay tothe Mobile Marine Dock Company, or to its 
authorized agent or attorney, outof any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, $86,202.65, in full payment for the use and occupation of and dam 
ages to property taken of said company from the 16th day of April to the bith 
day of November, 1865, inclusive. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the report in that case. 

Mr. ALLISON. Itis along report. I object to the consideration 
of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 





rhe bill will be passed over 
ALLOWANCES TO POSTMASTERS 

The bill (H. R. 4415) to make the allowances for clerk-hire to post- 
masters of the first and second class post-offices cover the cost of cler- 
ical labor in the money-order business, and: for other purposes, was 
announced as next in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That involves consideration that will take a long 
time to go into. 

The PRESIDENT pro le mpore. The bill will £0 over. 

FEE ON DOMESTIC MONEY-ORDERS. 

The bill (H. R. 4177) to reduce the fee on domestic money-orders for 
sums not exceeding $5 was announced as next in order. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Let the bill go over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over. 


JOHN FRASER. 

The bill (S.1771) for the relief of John Fraser was announced as next 
in order. 

Mr. HOAR. Iask unanimous consent that instead of that bill the 
House bill of the same title may be considered. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Massachusetts asks 
that the bill (H. R. 1982) for the relief of John Fraser be considered 
instead of the Senate bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Subject to the same rule. 

Mr. HOAR. Of course subject to the same rule. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair hears no objection. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (H. R. 1982) for the reliefof John Fraser. It appropriates $914.20 
for payment in full to John Fraser for services as acting Supervising 
Architect of the Treasury during 1878 and 1879. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘The Senator will allow me to say a word before the 
report is read. 

Mr. Fraser was an architect in the employment of the Government 
under a particular contract. When the difficulty in the Supervising 
Architect’s office came up some years ago he was called to the office of 
Supervising Architect and held it temporarily. He performed in ad- 
dition to that the duties of the contract which he was engaged in, the 
superintendence of a particular public building, the Bureau of Engray- 
ingand Printing. He wasaman of great personal worth and integrity, 
and standing very high in his profession. The Committee on Claims 
thought that under the peculiar circumstances, as Mr. Fraser had per- 
formed the duties of both places, sat up far into the night, and per- 
formed them with great acceptability, we ought to make an exception 
to our usual rule and pay him for both services. On full debate the 
Senate disagreed with the committee, and decided to pay Mr. Fraser 
only the difference between the pay of Supervising Architect and the 
pay for superintending the building of the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing; and on that, if I recollect aright, the Senate passed this bill 
without dissent. 

We considered ourselves instructed by the action of the Senate, and 
this year we have reported a bill only to pay Mr. Fraser the difference. 
Now the report may be read, if it is desired. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand the Senator from Massachusetts to 
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say that this bill as now framed does not come in contravention of the 
standing rule about paying double salaries. 

Mr. HOAR. No. Mr. Fraser, if this bill passes, will simply get pay 
as Sapervising Architect during the time he did the whole of the du- 
ties of that office, and he will not get any additional pay, although dur- 
ing that time he superintended the building of the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing. 

Mr. PLUMB. The passage of this bill will be followed by bringing 
up a class of cases long since disposed of and equally meritorious, those 
of officers of the Army who had commands beyond their rank, captains 
of companies who commanded regiments and colonels who commanded 


brigades. 
Me. HOAR. My friend will allow me to interrupt him one moment 
right there. This man was not an officer at all. He merely had a con- 


tract with the Government to supervise the construction of a building, 
to do a certain professional duty. Then having that contract with the 
Government he was appointed to and held a certain office. He does 
not get the pay of more than one office. He is not an inferior officer 
getting the pay for a superior office. It is simply asif the Senator from 
Kansas supposing he was here arguing an important law case, and there 
was a vacancy for the time being in the office of Attorney-General, and 
he was retained to act as Attorney-General for the Department, this 
would give him under the circumstances the Attorney-General’s sal- 
ary for those two months, and not give him the previous compensa- 
tion which he had stipulated for arguing the law case. That is the 
point. 

Mr. PLUMB. Just what I was saying exactly; the captains acted 
as colonels, the colonels acted as brigadiers-general and sometimes as 
majors-general, and that ran through all the military performances. 
While it is true that these men in the Army have had the pay of the 
rank in which they were commissioned and mustered, they have not 
had the pay for the rank in which they actually served and did duty. 

I object to this bill. We employ for the Government more than a 
hundred thousand people, first and last. It occasionally happens that 
by reason of an emergency of some kind an employé in one Depart- 
ment is required to move himself up another step, or to perform some 
duty which in an emergency is cast upon him which if some other per- 
son were present would be performed by that other person. If Mr. 
Fraser is to be paid, we are committed to the payment of every person 
in the Government service who goes away from the desk to which he 
considers himself appointed or out of the particular track in which he 
ordinarily moves. No private individual does that. The book-keeper 
of Mr. Stewart’s establishment if he were alive to-day may be the man 
to-morrow on the responsibility of whose judgment great financial 
transactions are to be carried on in the absence of Mr. Stewart. He 
does not come into possession of Mr. Stewart’s share of the profits or 
of any enlarged salary by reason of the fact that at this particular mo- 
ment something was cast upon him that was not in strict contempla- 
tion at the time he was employed. 

If we do this we commit ourselves, as I stated before, to a principle 
which running through all our service will compel us to be constantly 
readjusting the salaries of all our employés. hen a man is employed 
by the Government he does not agree to do a particular thing; but he 
agrees to give his time to the Government, so many hours as the Gov- 
ernment may require. 

Mr. HOAR. This was one of a dozen things he was doing every day, 
as if he was building a house for you and one for me, and holding no 
office at all. This bill only proposes to pay him the salary of an office 
while he held it, deducting what he received for the other service. 

Mr. PLUMB. Does it propose to take something away froin him? 
Then I think upon the whole the Senator does not understand the bill. 
I am in favor of it if that is the case, not because I want to do any in- 
justice to Mr. Fraser, but I should like to see an example of that kind 
set. I should be glad to see some one case come before Congress where 
actually an official proposed to have his emoluments cut off. . I think 
it would be vne of the most wholesome examples that could be set. But 
instead of that it is not to cut down his salary, but increase his salary. 

Did Mr. Frasergive any more of kis time by reason of this employ- 
ment than he had given before? Was he actually performing any more 
service to the Government than he had contracted to perform when he 
entered that employment? I think hedid not. Questions of this kind 
are constantly arising. Mr. Lamar is away to-day and some one who 
sits in his office to-day as stenographer, or clerk, or assistant secretary 
moves his chair up near Mr. Lamar’s desk, and for the time being per- 
forms the duty of Secretary of the Interior, signing papers as such. Is 
he to receive Mr. Lamar’s salury? Is Mr. Lamont, who has been do- 
ing some important duties in*behalf of the President, to receive Mr. 
Cleveland’s salary during Mr. Cleveland’s very proper and necessary 
absence at Deer Park? 

I think on the whole we ought to hesitate a long time before com- 
mitting ourselves to this principle which I believe the Senate has voted 
down many and many a time. 

Mr. HOAR. It has voted it up. 

Mr. PLUMB. Itmay have voted it up sometimes, but I think it has 
done it, if it has at all, without understanding what it was doing. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, both in the Committees on Appropria- 


ee 
tions of which I have served with the Senator from Kansas, and in ¢{},. 
Finance Committee we have had a number of cases where persons on 
cupying inferior positions are called upon to perform the duties of t},.;, 
superiors and have set up claims for the pay of their superiors }jeca ya, 
they have performed those duties. I believe on both committer: on 
have resisted that class of claims. Three or four cases of that sort arp 
pending before the Committee on Finance now, and the chairman sub- 
mitted several of them tomeasasubcommittee toexamine. In makin» 
that examination I looked over a great many cases, and among other, 
my attention was called to this case. I do not believe that this js 1 
case that comes within the principle suggested by the Senator from Kan. 
sas, but that it is a fair case to increase the compensation of the man 
without establishing any bad precedent. This man was employed fo; 
a particular service, to be paid for that service as the superintendent of 
a building, not in the regular employ of the Government, and while he 
was so employed —— 

Mr. HOAR. He was a private architect. 

Mr. BECK. A private architect eminently qualified for the position: 
and as a vacancy for the time being occurred in the office of Supervis. 
ing Architect of the Treasury, no better man being found and perhaps 
none as good, this man was asked to do the duties of that place in ad- 
dition to what he was doing. Being a private citizen employed for a 
special purpose, this simply pays nine hundred and odd dollars more 
for that extra work that he did, and really saved the Government from 
the temporary employment of a man who would have obtained ful! pay 


| for doing the duties of Supervising Architect while he was drawing his 


pay for the other work which did not occupy his full time. 

When I came to examine this case I was satisfied that the bill ought 
to pass and would set no bad precedent anywhere. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenate bill on the same subject, 
the bill (S. 1771) for the relief of John Fraser, is indefinitely postponed. 


OBSTRUCTION OF NAVIGABLE WATERS. 


The bill (S. 64) to prevent the obstruction of navigable waters and 
to protect the public works against trespass or injury was announced 
as next in order. 

Mr. DOLPH. That bill may lead to some discussion, and the sub- 
stance of it is already embodied in the House r‘ger and harbor bill. I 
ask that it be passed over without prejudice, retaining its place on the 
Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over 


FITZ-JOHN PORTER. 


The bill (H. R. 67) for the reliefof Fitz-John Porter was announced 
as next in order. 
Mr. PLUMB. I suggest that that retain its place on the Calendar 


for consideration when reached at_some future day. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over 


JAPANESE WORKS OF ART. 

The bill (S. 1772) providing for the purchase of the Capron collection 
of Japanese works of art, now on temporary deposit in the National 
Museum, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Indiana [Mr. VooRHEES] is not here. 
If any controversy is to arise, perhaps it had better go over. 

Mr. HARRIS. Retaining its place on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. All cases that are passed over, un- 
der the special rale adopted yesterday, retain their place. 


CHARLES A. SIBLEY. 

The bill (S. 918) for the relief of Charles A. Sibley, guardian oi Lloyd 
M. Stevens, was announced as next in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill was reported adversely. 

Mr. ALLISON. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be passed over. 

Mr. HOAR. Why not dispose of it by unanimous consent ° 

Mr. ALLISON, Some one may wanttodebate it. 

The PRESID pro tempore. The bill has been indefinitely pos'- 
poned and a motion to reconsider entered. 

CAPT. NICHOLAS J. BIGLEY. 


The bill (8. 42) for the relief of Capt. Nicholas J. Bigley was o- 


nounced as next in order. 
Mr. ALLISON. I object. ; aes 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the il! wi) 
pass over. 
Mr. LOGAN. Why not dispose of it? 


Mr. ALLISON. I object to this because I find it was postponed > 
definitely and then reconsidered. I presume some Senator who }s 2) 


sent may want to call it up. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The bill will be passed over. 


BRITISH BARK VISCOUNT CANNING. 5 
The bill (S. 330) to remit the forfeiture of the British bark V iscount 
Canning, and to refund the proceeds of the sale thereof to her owners. 
Edward D. Morris and C. R. Morris, was annoanced as next in order. 








n- 
b- 
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Mr. HALE. Let that go over. 

Mr. PUGH. That claim has the unanimous indorsement of the 
Judiciary Committee. The facts are set forth in the report, and it is 
approved by Attorney-General Devens and by Secretary Folger. Ido 
not think there can be any objection to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. I will say to the Senator who objected that this is a 
case of dealing with a citizen of a foreign government where we are 
pound in a certain sense to afford the relief. Under the circumstances 
I hope the Senator will at least hear the report. 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw my objection. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill as in Comittee of the 
Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on the Judiciary with an 
amendment, which was, in line 13, after the word ‘‘sum,”’’ to insert the 
words ‘‘not exceeding the amount covered into the Treasury ;’’ so that 
the bill as amended will read: 

That in the matter of the forfeiture of the British bark Viscount Canning, on 
which she was condemned and sold by order of the district court of the United 
States forthe southern district of Alabama, at Mobile, in June, 1879, the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized to proceed on the petition for remission 
in the same manner and with the same effect as if the sum arising from the sale 
of said vessel had not been covered into the Treasury ; and if said forfeiture, or 
any part thereof, shall be remitted, the Secretary of the Treasury may pay out 


of the Treasury such sum, not exceeding the amount covered into the Treasury, 
as he may remit to the parties entitled thereto. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


time, and passed. 
LANDS IN SAN FRANCISCO. 


The bill (S. 1110) to relinquish the interest of the United States in 
certain to the city and county of San Francisco and their grantees 
was announced as next in order. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Lands with an 
amendment, which was, in section 2, line 4, after the word ‘‘said,’’ to 
strike out the words ‘‘ grantees of the said city and county”’ and to in- 
sert ‘city and county, and the grantees of the same,’’ so that the sec- 
tion will read: 5 


Sec. 2. uae epee the approval of this act the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office issue a patent for said land to said city and county, and said 
patent shall inure to said city and county, and the grantees of the same, and their 


said successors in interest, as a confirmation of said city and county’s grants of 
said land, 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Scnate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

JOHN WAISHKEY, JR. 

The bill (S. 1793) to confirm the homestead entry of John Waishkey, 
jr., was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HUGH FOSTER. 

The bill (S. 1664) to confirm the homestead entry of Hugh Foster 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


TRIAL OF CAUSES IN SUPREME COURT. 


The bill (S. 439) to disqualify justices of the Supreme Court from 
ns the trial of causes which have been previously heard before 
them in their circuits or ise, was announced as next in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This bill is adversely reported. 

Mr. HOAR. I move that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CINNABAR AND CLARK’S FORK RAILROAD. 

The bill (S. 980) granting the right of way to the Cinnabar and 
Clark’s Fork Railroad Company was announced as next in order. 

Mr. ALLISON. [I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The bill will be passed over. 

LETTERS PATENT FOR DESIGNS. 

The bill (S. 1813) to amend the law relating to patents, trade-marks, 
and was asin Committee of the Whole. It provides 
that , during the term of letters patent for a design, it shall 
be unlawful for any other than the owner of the letters patent, 
without the license of such owner, to apply the design secured by such 
ae any colorable imitation thereof, to any article of man- 
ufacture for rnee ot he, sell or expose for sale any article 
of manafacture to w such or colorable imitation 1, with- 
— ooh: orm ee owner, have been applied, knowing that the same 

so 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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JOHN H. KINKEAD AND OTHERS. 

The bill (S. 1353) referring to the Court of Claims for adjudication 
the claim of John H. Kinkead, Samuel Sussman, and Charles O. Wood 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Claims with an amend- 
ment, which was to strike out all after the enacting clause and to in- 
sert: 

That jurisdiction be, and is here by, conferred on the said Court of Claims to 
hear the said claims of Johw IH. Kinkead and Samue! Sussman and Charles O. 
Wood upon the evidence already filed and such additional legal evidence as 
may be hereafter presented on either side; and said court shall award to said 
parties a fair and reasonable rent for the use of the said buildings for the time 
the same have been oceupied by the United States, and also a suitable indem- 
nity for said buildings themselves; and the receipt of such rent and indemnity 
shall thereafter bar any further claim by said parties for the use of said build- 
ings or for the value thereof, and before receiving the same, all of said partics 
shall execute a release to the United States for all right, title, and interest what- 
ever in and to the said property; and any defense, set-off, or counter-claim may 
be pleaded by the United States as defendants, as in cases within the general 
iurisdiction of the court, and either party shall have the same right of appeal 
as in such cases: Provided, That the liability of the United States shall be the 
same as if the acts done by the officers of the Government in the premises had 
been done by the agent of a public corporation. 


Mr. LOGAN. From what committee does the bill come: 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Committee on Claims. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I think the bill had better go over. 

Mr. LOGAN. It ought to be amended so as to give the court power 
to decide the question. As it is it requires judgment to be given for 
these parties. I asked from what committee it came, because I know 
it has been before the Military Committee at former sessions. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the consideration of the bill ob- 
jected to? 

Mr. LOGAN. I shall not object if the committee reporting the bill 
will amend so that the court shall have a chance to decide the question 
of liability. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have objected to the consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under objection the bill goes over. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I beg pardon of the Chair. I wish to 
appeal to the Senator from Missouri to allow the case not to lose its 
place on the Calendar. 

Mr, COCKRELL. It retains its place. 

RICHARD H. PORTER AND JAMES PORTER. 

The bill (S. 1368) for the relief of Richard H. Porter and James Por- 
ter was announced as next in order. 

Mr. ALLISON. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill will 
be passed over. 

Mr. TELLER. I ask the Senator from Iowa to withdraw that ob- 
jection a moment at least that I may make a statement. 

Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. TELLER. This is a case of very great hardship. These men 
have been asking at the hands of Congress relief, and I think the Senate 
has passed the bill at least three times. They are growing old. The 
property was taken in 1857. I hope the Senator will let the bill go 
through. 

Mr. ALLISON. I have withdrawn my objection. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
bill. 

The preamble recites that the Third Auditor of the Treasury, on the 
10th of May, 1861, made the following awara: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, THIRD AUDITOR’s OFFICE, May 10,1861. 

In pursuance of an act of Congress approved March 3, 1849, entitled ‘‘ An act 
to provide for the payment of horses and other property lost ordestroyed in the 
itiey service of the United States,” and ofan opinion of the Attorney-General 
dated April 25, 1861, it is adjudged that there is due from the United States to 
James and Richard H. Porter, for property impressed by order of Colonel John- 
ston, then in command of the United States forces en route for Utah, and lost by 
them in the fall of 1857, while transporting goods from Atchison, Kansas Terri- 
tory, to Camp Scott, Utah Territory,and while said property was in the service 
aforesaid, as follows: One hundred and seventy-five head of cattle at $55 per 
head, $9,350; 5 horses and mules, at $150 each, $70; and this sum, $10,100, is 
payable to the claimants present. 


It does not. 


the 


rn. J. ATKINSON. 
Third Auditor. 

Which award was, in 1864, reconsidered by the Third Auditor and 
modified so as to allow only $750 instead of $10,100; that there appears 
to have been no fraud or improper conduct charged against the Porters; 
and that Attorney-General Bates, in 1861, declared the first award made 
in accordance with the law, the Solicitor of the Treasury having twice 
since approved the award. 

The bill therefore directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 
Richard H. Porter and James Porter $10,100, less the $750 paid them 
under the second award, in full for all claims for damages or compen- 
sation for property impressed by order of Colonel Johnston, in com- 
mand of the United States troops en route for Utah in 1857. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrosse for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair would suggest whether 
the preamble may not be omitted. The amount is stated in the body 
of the bill. 
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Mr. TELLER. 
Senate several times. I am not on the committee that reported it. 
The interest I have taken in it is because I reported it years ago and 
because I know one of these claimants, who is in great destitution and 
want. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the preamble. 

Mr, TELLER. I have no objection to striking out the preamble— 
any way so that these men may get their money. 

The preamble was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will ask the Secretary to 
real the bill again, so that the Senate may see thatit distinctly names 
the sum to be provided for, the word ‘‘said,’’ before ‘‘sum,’’ being 
stricken out in lines 4 and 5. 

Mr. TELLER. I suggest, after the word ‘‘them,”’ in line 6, to strike 
out the words ‘‘ under the second award;’’ and before the word “ paid’’ 
to insert the word ‘‘heretofore;’’ so as to read: 

Less the sum of $750 heretofore paid them. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the amend- 
ment will be made by unanimous consent. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion. 

ACCOUNTS WITH RAILWAY COMPANIES. 


Mr. BROWN. Yesterday when the bill (8S. 511) to provide for the 
settlement of accounts with certain railway companies was under con- 
sideration objection was made to certain language contained in the re- 
port of the Committee on Railroads that the committee in making ont 
the report had used language disagreeable to a portion of the commit- 
tee; and the report at my instance was withdrawn by the unanimous 
consent of the Senate. It has since been amended and agreed to by the 
committee, and I am instructed to submit it to the Senate and ask that 
it be printed and that the amended report be filed in lieu of the report 
which was withdrawn yesterday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be pursued. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I suggest that the original report on the 
files be suppressed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has been already ordered to be 
suppressed. 

Mr. BROWN. 
withdrawn. 


If there be no objection that course 


This being in lieu of the other, of course the other is 


H. J. T. MOSS. 


The bill (H. R. 2463) for the relief of H. J. T. Moss was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It is a direction to the Postmaster- 
General to adjust and settle the claim of H. J. T. Moss, postmaster at 
Saint Jo, Tex., for money-order funds lost in transit, notwithstanding 
the provisions of the act entitled ‘‘An actauthorizing the Postmaster- 
General to adjust certain claims of postmasters for loss by burglary, 
fire, or other unavoidable casualty,’’ approved March 17, 1882. — 

Mr. PLUMB. Does that state the amount? 

Mr. MAXEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PLUMB. It seems to me to be an indefinite bill. 

Mr. MAXEY. Four bundred and eighty-two dollars is the amount. 
The bill is to adjusttheaccount. That wastheamountlost. It simply 
authorizes the Postmaster-General to adjust that account notwithstand- 
ing the act approved March 17, 1882. That act required the report of 
the loss to be made within three months. This gentleman shows con- 
clusively the cause why the report was not made within three months, 
and the loss is admitted by the Department. 

Mr. PLUMB, Is it prospective in its operation? Does it apply to 
this man as long as he lives? I think hehas the right tothe benelit of 
this provision indefinitely as often as he happens to be robbed. 

Mr. MAXEY. Oh, no. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask that the bill be read again. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. LOGAN. Lost when? Does the report say when it was lost ? 

Mr. McMILLAN, Is there a report? 

Mr. MAXEY. There is. 

Mr. McOMILLAN. Let that be read. 

Mr. COKE. This bill simply relieves oes from the o; 
the limitation of three months. That is all there is about it. 

Mr. LOGAN. When did the loss occur? 

Mr. MAXEY. The report will show conclusively if read. 

Mr. MOMILLAN. I do not call for the reading of the report. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

FOREST RESERVATION AT CLARK’S FORK. 


The bill (S. 581) to establish a forest reservation on the headwaters 
of the Missouri River and the headwaters of Clark’s Fork of the Co- 
lumbia River was announced as next in order. 

Mr. PLUMB. I object to that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goes 


over. 


tion of 


GEORGE W. SAULPAW. 


The bill (S. 474) for the relief of George W. Saulpaw was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to pay to George W. Saul- 


I do not know. That was the way it passed the | paw $7,000, in full compensation for his steamer Alfred Robb, ta! 


‘Ken 


by the United States for the use of the Government during the late ro. 
bellion. 

Mr. LOGAN. Let us have the report in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Ho. 
March 10, 1886: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (8. 474) for the rejjcs 
of George W. Saulpaw, have considered the same and respectfully report 

We adopt the report made June 12,1578, by Mr. Hoar, and recommend the 
passage oi the bill. , 

The petitioner bas always been aloyal citizen. Before the war he was a mer 
ber of a firm whowere engaged in building railroad bridges. They built bridow 
over the Cumberland River at Nashville and Clarksburg, and also some other 
small bridges, They built a bridge over the Tennessee at Danville, which was 
completed in November, 1861. Said firm purchased a steamboat called {))> 
Alfred Robb in March, 1860, for the transportation of stone, timber, &c., needed 
in their bridge-building, for which they paid $8,500. November 21, i861, said 
dis-olved, and petitioner became sole owner of said boat, for which he allowed 
$5,500. The rebels had then blockaded the Tennessee River near Fort Henry 
below said bridge, and the petitioner was unable to get the boat outof the river 
He thereupon began running her as a packet from Danville to Eastport. Miss 
a distance of about 175 a and continued this employment until about Fel, 
ruary 13, 1862, when the rebels seized her near Eastport by force,and used her 
as a transport until April 10,1862. The boat wasthen lying in Little Bear Cree\ 
near Tuscumbia, Ala. The rebel General Walker sent orders to have said bout 
burned and destroyed, as he was about to evacuate the country. 

The pilot and clerk, who were loyal men, and who had remained on board 
while she wes in the rebel service, succeeded in evading the order and in ryn- 
ning the boat down the stream, where she was concealed at a place called Coyer's 
Island, until April 22,1862, when she was taken by the Union gunboat Ty!er 
She was then taken to Cairo, IJ, and converted into a gunboat, used as such 
during the war, and was retained by the United States till the summer of 1s65 
when she was soid at Mound City atthe great auction of the Mississippi guy! 
boat squadron, and brought $9,200. The pilot entered into the Government 
service, and so remained through the war. The clerk and pilot were in the 
petitioner's employ, he designing to retain them, and paying them, deeming 
that his boat would be safer and his chance of securing it better by so doing. 
They intended to save and secure the boat for the owner, and had actually and 
completely delivered her from rebel control when she was taken by the United 
States gunboat. The circumst«sneces of the delivery of the boat are proved by the 
testimony of the pilot, whose character and trustworthiness are established by 
the evidence of several United States officers with whom he served. The date 
and circumstances of the ure fully appear in the resort of Lieutenant Gwin, 
commanding the a ler, dated April 23, 1862, and forwarded to the Navy 
Department by Flag-Officer Foote, by report dated April 26, 1862. 

The boat was of 80 tons,in good running order, as epee by the report of 
the officer who captured her. She is fully described in the other evidence, and 
we think was worth nearly ber original cost when appropriated by the United 
States. Upon these facts we hold that all the owner's original right and title to 
the boat had revested in him, wholly purged from any effects of the impress- 
ment by the rebels. The owner’s agents in his behalf and by his authority had 
completed the eseape of the boat from rebel hands, This is not the case of a 
recapture by our Government of property of its loyal citizens which the enemy 
had taken and put toa military use. It is the case of the full and complete re- 
taking of the property by the owner himself. It is as if the crew of a mer- 
chantman captured by the enemy at sea had risen in the night and retaken the 
vessel, In such case we conceive the title of the owner would completely re- 
vest. 

The foregoing varrative, so far as relates to the time, -y and circumstances 
of the taking by the United States of the Alfred Robb, is as well established by 

ublic official records as any fact can be. Yet, on the lithof July, 1862, an in- 

ormation was filed in the district court of the United States for the southern 
district of Lilinois, on the relation of George D. Wise, as informer, against tle 
steamer Alfred Robb, her engines, furniture, tackle, &c., setting forth ‘that on 
the 15th day of July A. D. 1862, there was seized on the ——, River, below 
Cairo, and ught into this district, the steamer Alfred Robb, her engines, fur 

niture, tackle, &c, Said seizure was made by George D. Wise. Said seizure was 
made for the reason that said property was being used by and with the know!- 
edge and consent of the owner, in aiding the nt rebellion, contrary to the 
act of August 6, 1861, and being so used it has me forfeited.” Every one of 
these allegations was false. steamer was notseized July 15, 1862, but passed 
into the possession of the United States in April. She was not seized on the 
Mississippi River, and was not seized for the reason that she was being used by 
the know or consent of the owner in aiding the rebeltion. Wise never seize: 
her at all. On this libel notice was ordered by publication fourteen days in « 
news; r printed in Springfield, and by posting of a copy of the monition nesr 


the of trial. 
Wise was a and assistant quartermaster with the United States gun- 
boat flotilla, to which the Alfred Robb then belonged. : 
A writ of attachment and monition issued, directing the marshal to attach 
the property, &c.,and to detain the same until the further order of the cour! 
The marshal made return as follows: . . 
I hereby certify that on the 7th day of A A. D. 1862, I have by virtue of 
this writ attached the within-named steamer A Robb, and made due pro 
D. L. PHILLIPS, 


lamation. 
United States Marsha!. 
By ISAAC KEYS, 
Deputy. 


8 


irm 


To which is annexed the following receipt: 


Orrice or GuNBOAT FLOTILLA, 
Cairo, Ill., August 7, 1862. 
Received from D. L. Phillips, United States marshal, southern district of IIli- 
nois, one steamboat called Alfred Robb, which has this day been attached by 
the said David L. Phillips as id; the said boat being now in the service 
of the United States as a on the Western waters, which I agree to de- 
liver as hereafter may be by the judge of the district court aforesaid, if 
in my power, and consistent with my duty to the United States. 
GEO. D. WISE, 

Captain and Assistant meee 
Upon these #2 decre of sale wae mado, and the boss Wie Ny 
ae D. Wiss atoceonh in behalf of the United States, for the sum of $4.000. of 
ee marshal, $100 to the dis- 
to be divided between the 
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ment might show as to the history of these transactions. The following 
answer was returned : 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. 0. September 18, 1865. 


sr: In reply to your letter of the 20th and 3ist of July last, with reference to 
the claim of G. W. Saulpaw, esq., for the return to him of the steamer Alfred 
Robb, ured by the western gunboat flotilla in February, 1862, in the Ten- 
nessee River, you are respectfully informed that this boat was sold by the United 
States marshal under a decree of confiscation, having been captured while being 
used for insurrectionary purposes, and was purchased by the Navy Department, 
and placed under the charge of Capt. George D. Wise, the then quartermaster 
in charge of the propert, and accounts of the flotilla, and by him transferred to 
the a Department, October 1, 1862. You are informed that it is beyond the 
power this Department to assist you in the settlement of this account. 

You are res lly referred to D. L. Phillips, esq., United States marshal, 
Springfield, Lil., for any further information concerning this vessel. 

ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. D. WISE, 
Colonel in Charge Third D. W. 
R. J. Arxirsoy, Esq., Washington, D. C. 


The following letter, of which the original is before the committee, is found in 
the files of that office, which is evidently a first draught of an answer to the fore- 
going request, from which we think the nature of the transaction can be fairly 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., July 24, 1865. 

Sr: Your letter of July 20, transmitting evidence, &c., pertaining to claim of 
G. W. Saulpaw, esq., of Tennessee, for compensation for the steamboat Alfred 
Robb has been referred to me by the Quartermaster-General. 

You are respectfully informed that the case of the steamer Alfred Robb was 
duly adjudicated before the United States court for the southern district of Llli- 
nois, at ngfield, some time in the year 1863. Due notice was given at that 
time to ants to show why she should not be condemned, having heen used 
for insurrectionary caren ut if any evidence was presented it was not con- 
sidered satisfactory to the court, as she was condemned and sold by the United 
States marshal, and, after deducting expenses, one-half ($1,895.19) went to the 
informer and the other half to the United States Treasury. 

Please read the above and see if it is correct. 

How did the Robb come into our possession after the capture? Who paid for 
her at the sale of confiscation? Ido not remember how I came into possession 
of the $1,895.19 given me by the marshal, Whom did he get it from? as although 
I bid the boat in, yet Ido not remember to have paid any money for her, and 
yet received a m of the sale. If she was sold by the United States mar- 
shal and I bid for her, I should have paid the amount and taken a voucher from 
the marshal, Can you explain all this, for it ay ey dpe outof my mind, 
and ine no time to hunt up papers, and Mr. Blount is away. 

ours, ; 


R. J. ATKINSON, esq., Washington, D. C. 


It is evident that the decree of the district court was entirely without founda- 
tion in fact, and the ipdings upon which it proceeded were erroneous. Under 
these circumstances if the decree were technically valid until reversed by proper 

ng, and constituted a binding judgment in rem, we do not think the 
ernment ought to avail itself of such a technical defense to avoid repay- 
ment to the true owner of the proceeds of his oe f now in the Treasury. 

But the decree is upon its face wholly erroneous and void. 

It is settled that under the act of August 6, 1861, as well as under the later 
similar acts, there must have been an actual seizure of the poy by the mar- 


GEO. D. WISE. 


shal to make a decree of confiscation valid. ‘The marshal must take the prop- 
erty under his actual custody andcontrol.” (Pelham vs. Way, 15 Wallace, 202; 
Brown vs. Kennedy, i., 591; vs. United , 11 4b., 268; Pelham vs. Rose, 


9%., 103.) The property must remain in the custody of the marshal, so that he 
can deliver it to the est bidder, if it be purchased under the decree of sale. 
But the return itself ently shows that no such seizure was or could have 
been made. The gunboat was in the actual service of the United States, in com- 
mand of an officer who retained possession. The recei ae Cuginin Wise, made 
of the return, declares that ‘‘the boat is now in the service of the United 

asa gunboat on the Western waters, which I agree to deliver as hereafter 

may be decreed by the judge of the district court aforesaid, if in my cove and 
consistent with my duty to the United States.” Itclearly was not in his power, 
or consistent bee ag uty, to make such delivery. This consent or receipt no 


more transferred m of the gunboat from the United States to the 
marshal than would a like document executed by the cook or cabin-boy. 


We think, . the owner's title to his boat has never been lawfully di- 


The boat cost the firm, of which petitioner was a member, $8,500 jn March, 1860. 
In November, 1861, she was valued at $5,500 in the division of the perty of the 
company. She sold for $9,200 in 1865, at a large and extensively advertised auc- 
tion sale of ga penperty. But it does not appear that the alterations made in 
her by the U States may not have enhanced her value. The sale to Wise 
for $4,000 was nothing more than mere form, even if a form were really gone 
or. The claimant is not entitled to interest nor to compensation for the 
use boat, under the rules uniformly applied to like cases. Under all the 
circumstances we recommend the payment to the claimant of the sum of $7,000, 
and report a bill to that effect. 


AN. I want to inquire how the committee arrived at the 
conclusion that all the statements made by the captors were untrue? 
Mr AR. That case has been explained to the Senate three 


Never when I was present. 
HOAR. And every time on explanation the Senate has unani- 
mously passed the bill; but the case certainly demands explanation. 

The facts in regard to this man’s ownership, his loyalty, his own re- 
capture of his boat, and that it fully into the United States au- 
on the reports of the United States naval oflicers are as well 
the fact that I am a Senator of the United States. There is 
the mind of anybody. Then the boat being 
on the Mississippi River, a man whose name 
is given filed in the southern district of Illinois a libel for the 
condemmation of the boat. The law required in order that the court 
should have jurisdiction that the marshal should take ion—a 
well-settled principle of the admiralty law. The reports: 

I have by virtue of this writ attached the within-named steamer Alfred Robb. 
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She was then down on the Mississippi River, the marshal being in 
the southern district of Illinois, and here is the receipt: 





Orrice or Gunroat Froriiua, Cairo, It., August 7, 1862. 

Received from D. L. Phillips, United States marshal, southern district of Hli- 
nois,one steamboat called Alfred Robb, which has this day been attached by 
the said David L. Phillips as aforesaid; the said boat being now in the service 
of the United States asa gunboat on the Western waters, which I agree to de- 
liver as hereafter may be decreed by the judge of the district court aforesaid, 
if in my power, and consistent with my duty to the United States 

GEO. D. WISE, 
Caplain and Assistant Quartermaster. 

That gentleman could no more have delivered that boat, it was no 
more consistent with his duty to the United States, and it was no more 
a taking possession of the boat by the marshal, than if that document 
had been executed by the cook or the cabin-boy. It was an absolutely 
untrue certificate. Then the marshal goes on to say that the money 
was paid over, and there is an application made here to Mr. Wise and 
to the Quartermaster-General in which they say they can not tell any- 
thing about it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Who was the quartermaster ? 

Mr. HOAR. The quartermaster was George D. Wise. I should like 
to read two or three sentences. After reciting all these documents the 
committee say: 

_Itis evident that the decree of the district court was entirely without founda- 
tion in fact, and the findings upon which it proceeded were erroneous. Under 
these circumstances, if the decree were technically valid until reversed by 
proper proceeding, and constituted a binding judgment in rem, we do not think 
the Government ought to avail itself of such a technical defense to avoid re 
payment to the true owner of the proceeds of his property now in the Treas- 
ury. 

But the decree is upon its face wholly erroneous and void. 

It is settled that under the act of August 6,196l1,as well as under the later 
similar acts, there must have been an actual seizure of the property by the mar- 
shal to make a decree of confiscation valid. ‘* The marshal must take the prop- 
erty under his actual custody and control.” (Pelham vs. Way, L5 Wallace, 
202; Brown ws. Kennedy, id., 591; Miller vs. United States, 11 ib., 263; Pelham 
vs. Rose, 9 i., 103.) The property mustremain in the custody of the marshal, 
so that he can deliver it to the highest bidder, if it be purchased under the de- 
cree of sale. 

But the return itself sufficiently shows that no such seizure was or could have 
been made. The gunboat was in the actual service of the United States, in 
command of an officer who retained possession. The receipt of Captain Wise, 
made part of the return, declares that “the boat is now in the service of the 
United States as a gunboat on the Western waters, whichI agree to deliver as 
hereafter may be decreed by the judge of the district court aforesaid, if in my 
power and consistent with my duty to the United States.” It clearly was not 
in his power or consistent with his duty to make such delivery. This consent 
or receipt no more transferred the possession of the gunboat from the United 
States tothe marshal than would a like document executed by the cook or cabin- 
boy. 

Mr. DAWES. Will my colleague state how it came into the posses- 
sion of the United States if it had been recaptured and was in posses- 
sion of the owner? 

Mr. HOAR. It was recaptured by the owner himself. It was in 
the first place in a strip of the Tennessee River which was occupied by 
our people, the rebels, however, occupying the country on each side of 
the river, as the Senate well recollects. Then when the rebels took 
possession of that part of the river they got possession of this boat. 
Then our forces moved upon the Tennessee River, and an order was 
sent down to burn this boat. The pilot, who had kepton board at the 
desire of the owner for the sake of watching his chance to retake the 
vessel, and who afterward entered into the service of the United States 
and continued during the war, and whose character is highly certified 
to by several United States officers 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itis the duty of the Chair to re- 
mind the Senator that his five minutes have expired. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask unanimous consent to finish this sentence. 

He then ran the boat away, concealed her under an island, and de- 
livered her to the owner, and our forces found her there in the posses- 
sion of the owner when they took her. Then the United States took 
possession of her and impressed her. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not want to discuss this, but here is the error, I 
think, that my friend from Massachusetts has fallen into. The bill 
undertakes to dispute a record of a United States court in the first 
place. I know personally something about this. I know both Mr. 
Phillips and Mr. Wise. Mr. Phillips seized this vessel at Cairo and 
turned her over again. She was in possession of Mr. Wise, and he 
turned her over again with his receipt to show a delivery on the judg- 
ment of the court. Is not that the fact about it? 

Mr. HOAR. No. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is what your report says. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘There was no seizure at all by the marshal. 

Mr. LOGAN. I suppose he did not go and take her by the bow and 
tie her up and seize her in that sense, but the writ shows the facts. 
He took the receipt of Wise for the delivery of the boat on the decree 
of the court. That is the fact about it. 

I will state that at the capture of Fort Henry that boat was in the 
possession of the rebels on the Tennessee River, and this pilot ran her 
away from our forces and not from the rebei forces. When you say 
that these things are untrue there is no justification for attacking the 
records. There were three boats there, and they were all run away 
from our forces and not from the rebels. I happen to know personally 
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some things about the occurrences there, because Captain Worthington, 
@ man who was a captain in our Army, owned one of these boats him- 
self, and it was seized by the rebels there. Captain Worthington’s 
boat was captured by a company in my command. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘This boat has nothing to do with that. 

Mr. LOGAN. Letussee. His boat was run away with in the same 
way precisely from the rebels. He recaptured it, and I introduced a 
bill myself in relation to that case. It went to the Committee on 
Claims of the Senate and they refused to pay Captain Worthington for 
his boat because it was in rebel possession when we captured her. This 
boat is to be paid for and his is not to be. He was a young man from 
Illinois who owned one of the three boats, and Congress refuses to pay 
him, and now we are to vote to pay this man. 

I do not know anything about this man’s loyalty; but when these 
things come up that I personally know something about, I must say 
they do astound me. Iam just as well satisfied that this man is not 
entitled to one cent as that Iam not entitled to a cent for that boat. 
I was at Fort Henry, know all about the capture, know about these 
boats escaping not from the rebels but from the Union forces to keep 
them from taking possession. For this man to come now and plead 
loyalty and claim payment for his boat is an outrage on the Govern- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
to the consideration of the bill? 

Mr. LOGAN. I do object and shall continue to object. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator allow me? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachusetts is 
clearly out of order. He has once spoken. 

Mr. HOAR. Iam notoutof order in asking unanimousconsent; and 
I do not think any single Senator’s sense of fair play would permit the 
declaration just announced to be made, followed by anobjection, with- 
out giving me an opportunity to say a word. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not object to the Senator being heard. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Massachusetts asks 
consent of the Senate to make remarks on this subject. If there is no 
objection the Senator from Massachusetts will proceed. The Chair is 
only seeking to enforce the rule. 

Mr. HOAR. I have no fault to find with the Chair. 

Mr. President, I think the honorable Senator from Illinois has con- 
founded this case with some other, and that he is not speaking to the 
facts in this case, because, as I say, these facts are in the reports of the 
Union ofiicers made at the time and made to the Department in regard 
to the history of this vessel and the character of the pilot and the cir- 
cumstances of her rescue. They are all found in the Department. I 
am perfectly willing to say that if the Senator from Illinois, whosesense 
of justice we all understand, will take the papers which accompany this 
report and will read them all, if then he does not come in and declare 
that he is in error in the statement he has made, I am perfectly willing 
for one to abandon the case. 

Mr. LOGAN. I shell certainly, if I find that I am wrong, so state. 

Mr. HOAR. I know that there is no Senator who would do it quicker 
than the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. LOGAN. Butin connection with this case the report shows the 
place where the boat was captured, Tuscumbia, and the fact is that I 
could not get a claim of the same amount almost to a dollar for a boat 
that belonged to a captain who then served in the Union Army whose 
boat was captured just above Paducah, a short distance off, and run up 
there above the fort and held and recaptured again—— 


Does the Senator from Illinois object 


Mr. HOAR. I never heard of that claim. 

Mr. LOGAN. I understand that. It has not been before this com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HOAR. Of course if the honorable Senator thought the other 


one ought to be allowed when the circumstances were the same he will 
not object to this. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have not thought anything about it, because I have 
not introduced it since the committee reported against, it on the ground 
that the boat was in the service of rebels when we captured it. On 
that ground they refused the claim, and I have never asked for it since. 
I was only speaking of the fact that the owner was a loyal man serv- 
ing in the Union Army and could not get pay for his boat captured at 
the same time, and it strack me as very strange that this man could 
get pay for this boat. 

Mr. HARRIS. Will the Senator from Illinois allow me to state a 
single fact ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRIS. I know nothing of theservice in which this boat had 
been engaged or the circumstances under which it was seized, but I 
had various official duties to perform with George W. Saulpaw, as a 
railroad bridge builder, up to and during the year 1861—— 

Mr. HOAR. He was a Vermont man. 

Mr. HARRIS. From a somewhat intimate and thorough acquaint- 
ance with him I simply desire to say that I always understood him in 
1861 and afterward to be a thoroughly loyal man. He was a‘Union 
man from the beginning to the end of the controversy. 

Mr. LOGAN. I am not questioning the loyalty of anybody in con- 
nection with this claim; but the rule of law is that if the vessel was in 


the possession of the rebel forces at the time we captured her the own, 
is not entitled topay. That rule was applied to the man that I though; 
was a loyal man and I want the same rule applied to this man. 
fact that he lived in Vermont makes him no better than if he iy, 
Illinois. 

Mr. HOAR. This man captured her himself, but the captain into 
whose ion she first came—— 

Mr. AN. No, he did not capture her. He ran her away. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask leave to make this statement: If this wan y;); 
loyal and sensible, I think he would have got his case before Conyress 
a little sooner, aud I think it is very grave ground of suspicion tha: 
twenty four years after this occurrence the claim is presented. 

Mr. HOAR. The bill has been reported half a dozen times. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill has gone over unde: 
tion. The next bill will be stated. 


GREENSBURG LIMESTONE COMPANY AND OTHERS. 


The bill (S. 1829) for the relief of the Greensburg Limestone (oy, 
pany and others was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I want to appeal to the Senators from Kansas ani 
Illinois to take the sense of the Senate on this little claims bill of sau)- 
paw, which has gone by I know, but I am speaking now in my five 
minutes to the next bill, not to violate any rule. I will state, as I ought 
to do to inform the Senate that I am under this bias, that the nephew o/ 
this old gentleman, who is eighty years old, is a constituent of mine. 

When five or six years ago he brought me these papers I felt, as I do 
about a great many such claims when there has been a Southern claims 
comamission, &c., that there could not beanythinginit. He asked me 
to read the papers through, the certificates of the Army officers and 
Navy officers, andsoon. I didso, and in spite of my prejudices, allow- 
ing for the bias of the nephew of this old gentleman being my constit- 
uent, it seemed to me that he had a fair case. And so I presented his 
papers, and they were sent to the Committee on Claims and considered 
wiih ot any urgency of mine; I never did anything more about it; and 
they .- ported in favor of the claim. It passed the Senate, I am sur 
without dispute or doubt. 

Now, I should be glad if these gentlemen would be kind enough to 
allow the sense of the Senate to be taken upon this little claim, and J 
say that without reference to whether injustice has been done to the 


The 
din 


const! sent of my friend from Illinois, which certainly would not lead 
him to be willing to do injustice to somebody else; I know that per- 
fectly well. 

Mr. LOGAN. I think the Senator from Vermont is the very gen 


tleman who beat my bill. I will say that to him. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, I think not. 

Mr. LOGAN. If you will look back about ten years in the Rrcorp 
you will find that to be the cas«, on the very principle that we recap- 
tured the vessel while she was in the employ of the rebel forces and 


therefore the owner was not entitled to pay forher, That was the prin- 
ciple, and I look on this as the same. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I have made my appeal. I have nothing more 


to say. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill (S. 1829) for the relief o! 
the Greensburg Limestone Company and others is before the Senate 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I want the report read in this case, if 1 can not 
touch my friend from Illinois on the other case. 

Mr. LOGAN. I know something about that. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Hoar 
March 10, 1886: 


The Committce on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 756) en\itied “A 
bill for the relief of the ye ge one Company and others,” report 
that the same ought not to pass. But they believe that the claimants are en- 
titled to relief, and further report a new bill and recommend its passage. 

claimants made a contract with the United States, dated August 2), 157!, 
by which they agreed to furnish certain “ dimension rubble-stone "’ for the cus- 
tom-house and building at Cincinnati. 

The contract contained the following stipulation : 

“ This contract shall be valid and binding when a; 
the Treasury and not otherwise, and no departure 
made without his written consent.” s 

The contract was duly approved by the Secretary. When it came to be exe- 
cuted the superintendent required the contractors to deliver ‘‘ dimension stone. 
They that “dimension stone” was another and different thing from 
the —_ rubble-stone”’ named in the contract, and notified the superin- 
tendent that it was much more expensive and valuable, and that they s — 
demand from the United States the excess of the value of the stone so require: 

to the order of the superintendent 
mension stone as required. or 

Thereafter they filed a petition in the Court of Cinims i ee. 

of the Su Court in Hawkins'’s case, 7 Otto, 

a of fee Onart et Oo onan te United States, 16 Court of Claims, 40°, 
ly to Congress ~ — ia aes 
making a contract are in the power © su- 

pusintanieth,wiee represents to them the Government of the Unived oes, owt 
alternative of a y, 

who can compel them to submit to his terms or take reo ohare Con- 


nittee think these preceden ght not to be followed. What- 
the Bar ereorge = oe adopt a principle which 
the 


proved by the Secretary of 
m its conditions shall be 


would tendent, a local and subordinate ofiice! 
hich ex- 
rect soar dante hes isis lla gowe ino 


from its terms shal] be 
Seay gaan Os no ene: 


the expense of a public work whose cost 
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ts expreniy limited by an act of Congress. We therefore advise the rejection | 


of the original bill, which rests upon the ground above stated. 

But we think the claimants ought to be permitted to recover what the de- 
parture from the original contract has actually saved to the United States in 
the completion of the work, not exceeding the original contract price. The 
claimants allege that they can show that the United States saved a large sum in 
the cost of cutting, Sitting. handling, and laying the stone, which otherwise they 
would have been compelled to expend in completing the work according to the 
original design. We can see no reason in justice or public policy why this 
should not be paid them. If they had contracted to build an outer wall of wood 
and been compelled to build one of brick or stone, while they could not justly 
claim either the increased cost of value of brick or stone over wood, they might 
at least be allowed the saving to the United States of the sum which would 
have been required to Rey for painting the wall of wood, and which a brick wall 
would not need. We therefore report the accompanying bill. Under its pro- 
visions the claimant, to recover anything, must establish to the satisfaction of 


court: 
(1) That they were compelled to furnish a more costly and valuable material 
than their contract required. 
(2) That this change in the contract saved to the United States in the comple- 
tion of the building an amount equal to that to be recovered. 
(3) That the entire cost of the building is not thereby increased. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear that bill read again. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c,, That the Greensburgh Limestone Company, a corporation 
duly organized under the laws of the State of Indiana, William W. Lowe, Daniel 
Ww. Lovett, and Oliver M. Thompson, partners doing business under the firm- 
name of W. W. Lowe & Co., and John L. Scanlon, being the parties of the sec- 
end part named in a certain contract in behalf of the United States made by 
Samuel Hannaford, such contract being one for the delivery of certain stone as 
therein described for the erection of a custom-house and post-office at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and bearing date the 21st day of August, 1874, or the survivors of such par- 
ties, are hereby authorized and empowered to bring in the Court of Claims a suit 

nst the Government of the United States, upon the said contract, for the 
damages by them sustained, in to the premises in said contract provided 
for, by reason of their being required, in the execution of such contract, by the 
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does not exceed the criginal contract price, you may have what you 
show you saved to the United States. That is the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why did they yield to the demand of this super- 
intendent or architect if they were not bound to do so by their con- 
tract ? 

Mr. HOAR. They were stone-cutters in a distant part of the coun- 
try who made a contract with the United States to furnish dimension 
rubble stone, and when an architect who is employed to superintend 
and accept and approve comes in and says, ‘‘ You have got to do so and 
so under your contract,’’ these men submit. They brought their suit 
in the Court of Claims: Judge Shellabarger was their counsel. After 
the suit had started he became satisfied it could not be maintained on 
the original contract, and he came to Congress. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then the short of it is that we are to relieve these 
mechanics on the ground that they did not understand their rights? 

Mr. HARRISON. Notatall, Mr. President. They protested at ihe 
time that they were not bound to do this, as I understand. 

Mr. HOAR. What would astone-cutter in Vermont or in California 
or in this very case in Indiana do who has contracted with the Govern- 
ment, has got his work out and all ready, and the local architect says, 
‘* You must do a certain kind of work for the Government under this 
contract?’’ He says, ‘‘No, I do not think so; I do not understand it 
so atall.*? The architect adheres. If the mechanic resists, he is prob- 
ably to be ruined. He has got his obligations to his subcontractors and 
to his workmen, which arelost. He has got to pursue the Government 
by possibly a distant lawsuit in a court of justice. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Both the Senator from Massachu- 





su tendent and others in charge of the construction of the said building, to | setts and the Senator from Vermont have spoken more than five min- 


deliver stone, as is alleged, of sizes and character different from those called for 
in the said contract, or different from those which they were entitled to deliver 
thereunder, And the said court is hereby authorized and directed to take juris- 
diction in said case, and to render a judgment therein for whatever sum, if any- 
thing, shall be shown by the evidence to have been the increased cost, damage, 
and expense to which the said claimants were subjected by reason of their be- 
ing required, as aforesaid, to deliver stone different from that provided for in 
contract, if the court shall hold that such requirement was not authorized 
thereby : Provided, That such recovery shall in no case be in excess of what shall 
appear from the said evidence to have been saved to the Government in avoid- 
ing loss or waste of stone, in the mse of cutting and fitting the said stone for 
the structure or structures for which they were een provided in said 
contract, and in handling and setting such stone in said structure or structures; 
the claimants in no case to recover for anything that they shall not show to have 
been done by them not required by the contract, nor for anything that they 
shall not show to have been saved to the United States in the cost of the build- 
ing by reason of the de ure therefrom. And in the said action each party to 
the same shall be entitled to give in evidence all competent and relevant testi- 
mony already heretofore taken and filed in said court in acertain action, num- 
bered 11972, heretofore prosecuted on said contract, and also all other compe- 
tentand relevant testimony which either party may offer in the case. And each 
to the said cause shall be entitled tc take an appeal from the judgment of 

the of Claims to the Supreme Court of the United States, as in other cases. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, who I believe reported this bill, if these people are entitled con- 
tract-wise to compensation, if they can not go to the Court of Claims 
without the of this bill? 

Mr. HO. are not entitled contract-wise, I suppose. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then on what ground does the claim stand ? 

Mr. HOAR. I will state it, if the Senator will pardon me. 

These men agreed to furnish a certain portion of the work on this pub- 
lie building, stone ofa certain character, dimension rubble-stone. ‘They 
were required by the architect on the ground te furnish dimension stone, 

hich is another a altogether, and which saves a great deal of lay- 
ing and trimming . He claimed that they were lawfully 
required to do it; they claimed that they were unlawfully required. 
He was the Government officer on the ground and these mechanics 
urged that the Unied States ought to be bound by his action; but the 


utes. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have not spoken one minute on this bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator spoke on another bill, 
counting it on this bill expressly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I give up. 

Mr. HOAR. It seems to me it is an absolutely just cause. 

Mr. HARRISON. I think Senators who have listened to the state- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts must see that instead of being 
a liberal bill this is really a hard bill on the contractors; that is, it re- 
quires them to submit to pretty severe terms in order to get a just com- 
pensation from the Government for the work they did. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not understand the ground on which this 
bill stands, I confess. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

RESTORATION OF NAVAL CADETS. 

Mr. HALE. Iask to take up a Senate biil that was laid on the 
table this morning for the purpose of moving that it be indefinitely 

tponed. I intended to make that motion at the time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Maine moves that 
the bill (S. 371) limiting a portion of an act entitled ‘‘An act making 
appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1883, and for other purposes,’’ be taken up with a view of indefinite 
postponement. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I hope the Senator will withdraw that and let 
us have a short executive session. 

Mr. EDMUNDS and others. Not now. 

Mr. ALLISON. My motion is that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 20 minutes p. m.) 


committee say, no, we can not allow a local officer to alter a contract | the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, June 9, 1886, at 12 
made under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, which | o’clock m. 


stipulates that it shall not be altered without his written consent, and 
might bring the expense beyond the amount stipu- 


the 
think it is clear that although they submitted to that de- 
it does not give them any legal claim upon Congress; and now 
im and say, ‘‘ We have no | claim in consequence of 
than our contract vy egw yet we saved money to 
the entire cost of the work; it ought at least give 
difference.’’ For instance, suppose I have agreed to furnish 
certain building, and my contract only requires me to 
of woot which is to be painted under another contract 
States; I have nothing to do with that. The local 
its says: ‘You must make a brick wall;’’ and I submit 
brick wall. It costs me a great deal more, and I come to 
be paid the excess, and Congress says, ‘‘No; this local 
superintendent had no business to put a construction on your contract.”’ 
‘At least, as I saved to the Government the cost of painting 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, June 8, 1836. 


The House met at 11 o’clocka.m. Prayer by the Rev. 8. W. Hap- 
pDOWAY, of Washington, D. C. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday’s proceedings. 

On motion of Mr. MCMILLIN, by unanimous consent the reading of 
that portion of the Journal relating to the introduction and reference 
of bills and joint resolutions was dispensed with. 

The remainder of the Journal was read and approved. 


QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I rise toa question of privilege. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. In the speech of the gentleman from 


brick or stone instead of wood, you have got a better | Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] on Friday evening last there was a brief 


; tet me have som ” And that is the ground on which the | discussion between him and myself, in which a remark of mine has 
We say these men may go into the Court of | by an error of some kind been placed in another part of the REcorD, 


j 


if can show, first, that what they did was what they 


and in an entirely different context from that to which it properly be- 


were not ed to — next, that it made a saving to the United | longs, and I ask to have the correction made, which I shall now point 


States in another part o 


the work; and, third, that the whole work ! out. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that such acorrection, referring 
to a proceeding other than that of yesterday, would properly come up 
after the Chair has complied with the rule and laid before the House 
certain messages from the Senate and executive and other communi- 
cations. The Chair will recognize the gentleman hereafter to make 
this correction. 





MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPH LINE. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. 5874) to alter and amend the act entitled ‘‘An act to 
aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Mis- 
souri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the 
use of the same for postal, military, and other purposes,’’ approved 
July 1, 1862, and also to alter and amend the act of Congress approved 
July 2, 1864, in amendment of said first-named act. 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House non-concur in the 
Senate amendments, and agree to the conference asked for on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on that bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will appoint the managers at the con- 
ference during the day. 


REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 

Seriate bills of the following titles were severally read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed, namely: 

A bill (8. 158) granting a pension to Mary A. Mykins; 

A bill (8. 1459) granting an increase of pension to Walter A. Don- 


aldson ; 
A bill (S. 1614) granting a pension to Sarah C. Wright; 
A bill (S. 1897) granting a pension to Alexander Trimble; 
A bill (S, 1932) granting a pension to Mrs. M. Augusta Barnes: 
A bill (8. 2029) granting an increase of pension to Elvira Bliss Shel- 
don; 
A bill (S. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
ter, Mich. ; 
A bill (S. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (8. 
A bill (S. 
A bill (S. 


2061) granting a pension to Johanna Sofia Enlind; 

2167) granting a peusion to Mrs. Margaret Dunlap; 

2181) granting a pension to Rhoda Williams; 

2196) granting a pension to Delilah Vandeventer; 

2203) granting a pension to Mrs. Emily M. Swift, of Dex- 


2210) granting a pension to Anna Wright; 
2258) to increase the pension of James E. Gott; 
2286) for the relief of Albert C. Kelley; 
2301) granting a pension to Lucy E. Anderson; 
2308) granting a pension to Henry Lafner; 
2310) granting a pension to Hiram Morris; 
A bill (8. 2325) to grant a pension to Nancy Mason; 
A bill fe 2326) granting a pension to John Parkinson; 
A bill (S. 2330) for the relief of Anthon Eitapence; 
A bill (S. 2341) granting a pension to Josephine D. Whitted; 
A bill (S, 2353) granting a pension to William Barden; 
A bill iS 2363) granting a pension to Marcel Gagnon; 
A bill (S. 2366) granting a pension to Elizabeth Garaghty; 
A bill (S. 2372) granting a pension to Mary McMahon; 
A bill (S. 2382) granting a pension to Alice Kelley; 
A bill (8. 2388) granting a pension to Alonzo Raymond; 
A bill (8. 2391) granting a pension to John G. Warren; 
A bill (S. 2393) granting a pension to Anna M. Marshall; 
A bill (8. 2420) granting a pension to Sidney Denton; 
A bill (S. 2452) granting a pension to Rachel Ann Pierpont; 
A bill (8S. 2453) granting a pension to George W. Peavey; 
A bill (S. 2454) granting a pension to James 8. Furniss; 
A bill (S. 2459) granting a pension to Eliza Wilkins; 
A bill (S. 2460) granting a pension to Stephen D. Mead; 
A bill (S. 2463) granting a pension to H. D. Hobbs; 
A bill (8. 2478) granting a pension to John Wines; 
A bill (8. 2479) granting a pension to Mrs, Adaline P. Loy; 
A bill (5S. 2502) granting a pension to Luuise Paul; and 
A bill (S. 2570) granting a pension to Horace W. Brownell. 
Senate bill 2355, granting a pension to Edward R. Shubrick, was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Senate bill 2427, for the relief of the legal representatives of Eliza M. 
Ferris, was read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 


pire for losses sustained by the violence of a mob at Rock Springs in 
1885, was read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

Senate amendments to House bills of the following titles were sever- 
ally considered and concurred in, namely: 

A bill (H. R, 1061) for the relief of Sarah M. Shearer; 

A bill tt R. 1627) granting a pension to Annie Bagley; 

A bill (H. R. 4685) for the relief of John A. Orndorff; 

A bill (H. R. 4782) granting a pension to Elizabeth McKay; 

A bill (H. R. 5154) granting a pension to Margaret A. Poland; 

A bill os lt. 5406) granting a pension to P. E. Raiger; 

A bill (H. 2. 6648) for the relief of Edward M. Harrington; and 
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A bill (H. R. 7156) to increase the pension of Antioneite Birmey 
widow of Maj. Gen. David B. Birney. ls 

Senate amendments to House bill No. 524, granting a pension to 
Daniel H. Ross, were referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

RETURN OF BILL TO THE SENATE. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following communication 

from the Senate: 
In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATE, June 7. 12 


Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to request the House of Representa. 
tives to return to the Senate the bill (H. R. 1815) granting a pension to Ellen ( vend 
coran. 


The SPEAKER. 
plied with. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

GEORGE K. SHEARMAN. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter from the Third Auditor 
in relation to the claim of George K. Shearman, of Harrison County. 
Indiana, and recommending an amendatory act to the act approved 
May 17, 1886, providing for the payment of said claim; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed 

SALARIES OF CEXARGES D’AFFAIRES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter from the Secretary of 
State recommending an urgent appropriation of $8,100 to supply a de- 
ficiency in appropriation for salaries of charges d'affaires ad inierim for 
the current fiscal year; which was referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN FINN VS. UNITED STATES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the assistant 
clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting copy of order and findings 
of fact in the case of John Finn against the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. LAWLER, for to-day, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Dockery, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Curtin, for two days. 


If there be no objection, the request wil! be 


Ty). 


To Mr. HANBACK, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr, SterHEnson, for two weeks, on account of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. FARQUHAR, for three days, on account of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. Wiison, for four days. 

To Mr. TucKER, for three days, on account of important business 

To Mr. DINGLEY, indefinitely. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. LYMAN, by unanimous consent leave was granted 


to wiihdtaw from the files of the House the papers in the case of J. 5. 
Herwick, House bill 6009. 


TITLE TO LANDS IN SAGINAW BAY. 


On motion of Mr. COBB, by unanimous consent the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union was dischiurzed from the 
further consideration of the bill (H. R. 1571) te quiet a= confirm the 
title to certain lands in Saginaw Bay, in the State of Michigan, and the 
same was recommitted to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

CORRECTION. 


Mr. HENLEY. In the debate on the bill to repeal certain public 
land laws on yesterday I stated I was in favor of the repeal of the pre- 
emption law. I am made to say this morning in the Recorp I wasin 
favor of the pre-emption law being retained. 

The SPEAKER. The correction will be made. 

MESSAGE FROM THE sENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the President pro tempore had appointed Mr. 
CULLoM a member of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two House on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. 
R. 5888) to legalize and validate the general laws of the Territory of 
Dakota for the incorporation of insurance companies, and for other pur- 
poses, and to authorize and empower the Legislative Assembly of said 
Territory to pass such general laws, in the place of Mr. PLATT, ex- 
cused 


The message also announced that the Senate had passed, with amend- 
ments in which the concurrence of the House was requested, bills o/ 
the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 6392) making appropriations for the diplomatic and 
consular service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 50, 
1887, and for other . ; 

A bill (H1. . 6868) providing for tho establishment of a light-house 
and at San Obispo; and 

A bill (H. R. 7627) providing for the construction of a light-house 
supply steamer for the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. 


(See page 5 372.) 
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The message further announced that the Senate had passed bills of Ry earn . refore, recommend a the proper sumneetion, ottevks 
Z ; a | ; . . _ | allow Chester A. Arthur in the settlement of his accounts a credit of the sum 

the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was re- | Damned in the bill, $8,436.88. 
qu s ; . This committee would further state that William H. Robertson was appointed 
A bill (S. 244) for the relief of Mary F. Potts: a eg for the district of the city of New York on the 25th day of 

ill (Ss rj > P nce 3 wi -ertai uly,1881. The facts in this case are as follows: 

See aaa ide for the settlement of accounts with certain The said Collector Robertson in assuming his office retained, by reason of the 
ra panies; 





‘ great trusts confided to them, the persons who had been appointed by his pred- 
A bill (8. 1129) to exempt from taxation all property held by the | ecessors in the cashier's department, During his term of office certain short- 
trustees of the Louise Home, and for other purposes; 


| ages in his cash receipts were discovered, the last one on the 12th day of Mareh, 
’ 





and his in- 


. : 1883, amounting in ali to $13,004; that the secret-service officers of the Govern- 
A bill (8. 1130) to exempt from taxation all property held by trust- | ment, in conjunction with Pinkerton’s detective force, inquired into the matter 
ees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and for other Purposes ; and at length, but without fixing the responsibility for the lossupon any particular 
: . g rr person or persons. Collector Robertson in his memorial to Congress states that, 
A bill (8. 2474) for the relief of James 8. Clark & Co. acting upon his own impressions, he dismissed from service one of his attachés, 
Cc. A. ARTHUR AND W. H. ROBERTSON. woccenenmaunty ind ; that anotherattaché resigned and afterward committed 
: 2 / 7 suicide; that the cashier, James Hoffman, who had been in office many years, 
Mr. REED, of Maine. Iask unanimous consent that the Commit- | was an upright and honest man, and his death, in the opinion of Collector 
tee of the Whole House be discharged from the further consideration | Robertson, was hastened by the loss occurring in his department 
: « . reat: lity at > responsibility 
of the bill (8. 2053) for the relief of Chester A. Arthur and W illiam > eee a office by Collector Robertson the re pis by 
H. Robertson, late collectors of the customs of the district of the city | him amounted to $549,729,636.59, and the disbursements to $35,404,265.19, and it 
an sj does not appear that there is any discrepancy in any of his accounts, except the 
of New York, e same be now considered. Sueetenn tied ; : I 3 ! 
The bill was read, as follows: ence ee tt 
n view of these circumstances, your committee recommends that the proper 
Be tt enacted, &c., That the proper accounting officers be, and they are hereby, accounting officers allow William H. Robertson a credit for the sum named in 
au and directed to allow Chester A. Arthur, collector of the district of | the bill, $13,094. 
the city of New York,in settlement of his accounts,a credit for the sum of _It therefore seems to this committee that both of the petitioners for whom re 
$8,436.88, the same being for the sum of $5,000 in id coin, a sum now charged lief is asked in this bill were the victims of fraud or errors against which they 
to the said Collector Arthur, which was stolen or disappeared from the office of | could not reasonably have protected themselves, and therefore this bill (S, 2053) 
the then cashier of the copanehewee at New York, January 21, 1876, without ay back favorably. . —_ 
the default or negligence said collector, or of the late William D. Robinson “he following are a few cases of similar legislation : 
cashier; and for the sum of $3,436.88, the amount of an apparent discrepancy in The Forty-seventh Congress authorized and directed the Secretary of the Treas- 
account of of sales of unclaimed goods, which is unexplained by rea- | UTy to credit Francis E. Spinner, late Treasurer of the United States, with the 
of Samuel G, Ogden, late auditor of the custom- ouse, who had | sum of $17,097.65, amount of deficiency of June 2, 1875; he was also authorized 
charge of such account,and personally received and disbursed all moneys and directed to pay to the Treasurer of the United States the sum of $559.61 to 
thereon during his whole term of service of thirty-six years. And that the | reimburse said Treasurer for an amount appearing on his books as a deficiency 
proper accounting officers be,and they are hereby, oieed and directed to In the Forty-seventh Congress the Senate passed a bill granting relief to 
allow William Robertson, collector of the district of the city of New York, Thomas B. Shannon, collector of customs at San Francisco, Cal. He had signed 
in settlement of his account,a credit for the sum of $13,094,the same being a | ® check for $4,777.84, to which the countersignature of the naval officer had been 
sum now charged to the said Collector Robertson, which was stolen or disap- forged, and had paid over the amount of the forged check to the assistant treas- 
from the office of the cashier of the custom-house at New York, without | Urer. 
the default or negligence of said collector, or of the late James Hoffman, cashier In the me Congress the Senate passed a bill granting relief to Frank Soulé, 
: : ° . *. | collecto internal reve » for the first district of California, releasing him s 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of his ouethen from liability on sounenhet waniein deteieations, aiken 
the bill? The following officers have been relieved from the default of employés by acts 
Mr. McMILLIN. I desire to know whether there has been a favor- of Congress, viz: William J. Patton, collector internal revenue, Arkansas, $36,- 
abl rt thi bi b : f the E 9 _— 081.88; E. B. Pendleton, collector internal revenue, Virginia, $26,476.28; J. L. 
€ report upon 1s su ject y a committee of the fouse ‘ Thomas, jr., collector customs, Baltimore, $27,540.25, and many others which it 
Mr. REED, of Maine. Thereisa unanimous report in its favor from | is unnecessary to mention. 


the Committee on Claims. The following letters in these cases are submitted herewith: 
Mr. McMILLIN. Let us hear the report read. TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OrFIce OF THE SECRETARY, — 
Mr. REED, of Maine. The report is somewhat long. ey oe ie Washington, D. C., May 17, 1878. 
Mr. McMILLIN. I should like to have it read Sir: Froma recent report to this office of Messrs, Graves, McMillan, and Hale, 


. P it appears, among other things, that a shortage occurred in your collections in 
Mr. REED, of Maine. If the gentleman from Tennessee will per- | January, 1876, of $5,000, coin, which has not yet been made up. From the state- 


mit me to explain perhaps it will answer the purpose he has in view. | ments made by yourself and the cashier of your office the Department has no 


The report is quite long and contains several documents. Sok die geaar be solinre you of peut ingot tela ine ta dancent t wana 
Mr. McMILLIN. I simply wish to know the facts of the case. gladly do so, but the matter having been brought officially to my attention 
Mr, REED, of Maine. I will state the facts if the gentleman will | | 2m compelled to ask you to make up the amount at as early a day as prae- 
rmit me te. or ty —— om C aap, —— will probably consider your - 

= ‘. uest favorably, and pending such action the Department will! for a reasonable 
Mr. NEECE. I ask for the reading of the report. ia suspend its dumnnd for payanent. . 
The SPEAKER. The report will be read. * * ‘ ‘ 


yo e 2 le 
The report (by Mr. WARNER, of Missouri), was read, as follows: Very respectfully, 


The Committee on Claims, to which was referred bill S. 2053, having consid- C. A, Arruvr, Esq., 
ered the same, submits the following report: Collector of Customs, New York City. 
This is a bill for the relief of Chester A. Arthurand William H. Robertson, late may 
collectors of the customs of the district of the city of New York. The Senate aes ay eee Pee 
report on this bill meets the val of this committee and is adopted by this Custom-Hovsr, New York City, 
committee, The report is as follows, namely: Collector's Office, February 20, 1885. 
The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2053) for the re- Sir: Iam in receipt of your communication of the 18th instant (a. m.), in re- 
lief of Chester A. Arthur and William H. Robertson, late collectors of the cus- | lation to the balance for which I appear on the books of the Department to be 
toms of the district of the city of New York, beg leave to submit the following | accountable to the United States, under my official bond, dated July 25, 1881. 
re : The amount represents various sums which disappeared in a most unaccount- 
ester A. Arthur was appointed collector of customs at New York city De- | able and mysterious manner from the cashier’s depariment of this office at vari- 
cember 1,1871. At the close of business on the 2ist day of January, 1876,the | ous times during the period of my incumbency, prior to March 12, 1883, when 
cashier, William D, Robinson, reported the coin $5,000 short. Skilled detectives | the last loss occurred. 
were immediately employed, but up to this time no one has advanced even a By authority of the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, Pinkerton’s detect- 
which was considered eee ot enn snd it was,and will probably | ives and a special detective of the Department made an exhaustive examina- 


JOHN SHERMAN, Scerctary 


ever be, a. on000 in regard to which nothing was ever settled except the bare | tion of the matter, and everything that ingenuity of man could suggest to dis- 
fact that a coin certificate had either disappeared, or by some unaccount- | cover the thief was resorted to, but without any absolutely conclusive result. 
able error had never been received. 


On one occasion, however, it was proven that the deficiency was in funds to 
Your committee would further state that on assuming the collectorship Ches- | which only three persons had access during the day. One of them, and only 
ter A. Arthur found in office Samuel G. Ogden as auditor of the custom-house. 


one, whom I found in office, was known to have been present on every occa- 
Auditor had been appointed June 1, 1841, and had faithfully discharged | sion when money had disappeared, not only during my term but during the 
the trusts upon him, the accounts as rendered by him having been | termsin office of two of my predecessors. 
closed as correct by the Treasury rtment, under the bonds of collectors Even circumstantial evidence failed to go any further, but upon this coinci- 


Cartis, Van N. Lawrence, Maxwell, mson, Redfieid, Schell, Barney, Draper, | dence the clerk was dismissed, and the result would seem to justify such action. 
, Smythe, neil, and poner that said en died September 10, 1877, 


He died soon afterwards, under the most painful circumstances, in the asylum 
Chester A. Arthur being still collector. Duri thirty-six yeurs the said | for the insane. , 
Ogden was auditor he correctly accounted for ,000,090 collected, and $180,- Feeling that I have not, in this connection at least, failed in the “true and 
000,000 disbursed ; that the said auditor himself in m during his official life@ faithful” discharge of the duties of my office, it is my intention, at the expira- 
received and disbursed moneys from the of sales of unclaimed mer- | tion of my term of service, to apply to Congress to relieve me from liability for 
chandise and prepared the accounts thereof; that some time after his death an | this loss, for which I think I ought not to be held respousible. 


apparent discrepancy was discovered in such accounts, for Chester A. Arthur's 
term of office, of $3,436.88, according to the adjustment by the accounting offi- 
cers at Washington. This apparent discrepancy was not discovered till after 
the death of Auditor n,and it is just to presume that it could be made sat- 
isfactorily to d tforhisdeath. Yourcommittee further state that al! | 
of the accounts of the said Chester A. Arthur for his two terms of office, nearly tated 
closed on en eae eee eee Oren et | Pixkerton’s Derective Acency, New York, May 4, 1883. 
$851,131,198, and of disbursements of $39,912,213. Dear Sir: Relative to the investigation made by this agency into the loss in 
A bill ting Collector Arthur the relief now asked for passed the Senate | your cashier's department of $9,000 in gold certificates on March 12, 1883, permit 
during second session of the Forty-sixth Congress, but failed to receive ac- | ne to say: 
one Bares. Since that time up to the present Congress the said Chester The idea of an honest error in this case does not appear tenable, and, I 


been Vice-President and afterward President of the United | think,may be dismissed. There is nothing inthe detail of the work of that day, 
States, and for evident reasons did not petition Congress for his relief. 


Very respectfully, 
W. H. ROBERTSON, 
Collector. 


Hi. C, Jounson, Esq., 
Commissioner of Customs, Washington, D.C. 


or in the “tickets” which were checked by the “ counters"’ and receivers at 

While Hon. Joun SueRMAN was Secretary of the , he wrote a letter | the “ paper-crib,”’ to indicate that a $1,000 gold certificate could have been mis- 

€@xoneérating Collector Arthur from all personal responsibility and expressing | taken for one of $10,000, nor is it at all probabic that both a “‘counter”’ and a re- 
the opinion that he ought to be relieved by Congress. ceiver made separately the same error in counting. 


i 


i 
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I therefore decide that a Jareeny of the amount was committed by some one 
who had access to the money after it reached the ** paper-crib.” 


In company with Mr. Drummond, of the seeret service division, my general 
superintendent, Mr. Bangs, and my superintendent, R. A. Pinkerton, made care- 
Sul and rigid examination of all such persons, and in every instance were im- 


pressed with the frankness and truthfulness of the employés, with one excep- 
tion. The facts developed by these examinations early developed the strong 
probability that the larceny lay between only two of the men. One of these, 
Mr. Russell, I think may be entirely exonerated; but as to the other, his man- 
nerand statements bristle full of suspicious circumstances, and I understand 
that the investigations relative to this man, which are still being instituted by 
Mr. Drummond, add to the suspicions first entertained. 

There is as yet no absolute lega! proof of his guilt, but my opinion is very de- 
cided that he, without collusion with any one, stole the money. 

Yours, respectfully, 
ALLAN PINKERTON, 
By ROBERT A. PINKERTON, 
Superintendent. 


lion. Witwtam H. Ronerrsox. 
ollector of the Port of New Yo 
UNITED STATES SREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Secret Service Division, New Yor« Disrricr, 
New York, May 6, 1886. 
Dear Sin: I find by an examination of reports in my possession that I met 


you first about March: 27,1883, regarding the case. ‘That from April 2 to June 30, 
1883, I had three men constantly on the case; that from April 10to May 10, 1883, 
there were four men on the case; and from July 9 to July 29, 1883, there was one 
man on the case. These men were all withdrawn for the reason that the Sec- 
retary refused to longer pay them. Durin_ all this period I gave my personal 
supervision over all the men. 
Very respectfully, 


A. L. DRUMMOND. 


llon, Wa. HI, RoBERrTsox, 
Katonah, Westchester County, Ne.» York. 


Mr. Bangs, Mr. Robert Pinkerton, and I did everything that was possible to 
do in the time we worked to discover the thief, and my four men did the same. 
We were all morally certain who the thief was, but had no legal proof. Since 
his dismissal I believe not a dollar has been lost. 

A. L, DRUMMOND. 


The committee recommend that the bill do pass. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this bill? 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I wish to ask the cuairman of the 
Committee on Claims whether this is a unanimous report of that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Is there anything to show that this money was 
not embezzled? I have yet to hear any explanation of how it was lost. 
If it was embezzled, there ought to be norelief. If it was not, it might 
be proper to grant the relief. 

Mr. SPRINGER. As far as the evidence before the committee is 
concerned, it appears that the money was lost through no fault of the 
collector in either case. 

Mr. McMILLIN. How does that appear when they do not know 
how it was lost? 

Mr. SPRINGER. It does appear from the facts as presented that 
in any event the collector himself could not have been at fault. The 
wonder is that in the handling of so many millions of dollars so littl 
disappears mysteriously. 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish to inquire of the chairman of the eommittee 
whether it appears that any effort was made to fix the liability for this 
loss. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes. Detectives were employed and other efforts 
were made to fix the liability, but so far they appear to have been un- 
availing. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. REED, of Maine, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT ANNAPOLIS. 

Mr. COMPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill (S. 201) and that the same 
be put upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 
ask for objections. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: “‘An act (S. 201) to 
provide for the erection of a public building in the city of Annapolis, 


Md.”’ 

Mr. BEACH. Mc. Speaker, Iam obliged to call for the regular order. 

Mr. COMPTON. I appeal to the gentleman to withdraw his objec- 
tion and allow me to state, as I can within two minutes, the reasons 
for the passage of this bill at this time. 

Mr. BEACH. Mr. Speaker, I shall be obliged to maintain my ob- 
jection. There are probably forty biiis of a similar character and of 
equal merit in this Hoss in the same position as this one, and I do not 
see why the gentieman from Maryland should be allowed to get his bill 
through to the prejudice of all the rest. 

Mr. COMPTON. I only ask to be allowed to state the reason why 
this bill should be at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York objects to the con- 
sideration of the bill, and therefore it is not before the House for debate. 


It is. 


Mr. COMPTON. I understood the gentleman to intimate that }) 
would hear what I had to say about it. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman objects to the consideration oj 
the bill and declines to withdraw his objection. 


QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise,as you are aware, to a question 
of privilege which I proposed to make yesterday, but consented should 
go over until to-day in order that the gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. 
WHEELER] who is involved in my question might be present. I hase 
my question of privilege upon a conscious, deliberate, persistent, abuse 
of an order of the House by the Representative from the eighth district 
of Alabama, and in order that you, Mr. Speaker, may know precisely 
upon what allegations my claim of privilege rests, I send you a pre- 
amble and resolution which I have prepared that they may be now 
read, and upon which I hope to have a vote of the House after their 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas it appears from the publication in the CONGRESSIONAL Recorp of 
June 6 of a speech of Hon. Josern WHEELER, of Alabama, purporting to have 
heen made on the evenings of May 28 and June 4, by unanimous consent of the 
House, the House then having under consideration the Private Calendar under 
the special order of January 15, 1886, that said JosepH WHEELER had bee), 
guilty of an abuse of the order of the House, inasmuch as no part of said speech 
had been made in support of, or opposition to, or with reference to any bill 
granting a pension reported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions or the 
Committee on Pensions, or to a bill reported from the Judiciary Committee to 
remove litieal disabilities, which three classes of bills constituted the sole 
objects that might be considered under the said order of January 15, in pur- 
suance of which the said meetings of May 28 and June 4 had been held: There- 


fore, 
Be it resolved, That as the delivery of said speech and its publication in the 


RECORD were without sanction of the House and in contravention of its special 
| order, the said speech be expunged from the Recorp, and that the Public Printer 


| be directed to omit it from the 


es Recorp, and be prohibited from issii- 
ing any copy or copies thereof in pamphlet or other form from the columns of 
the daily Recorp. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, there are several points of order 
that I desire to reserve on that resolution. 

Mr. REAGAN, I desire to make a point of order upon it now, Mr. 
peaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. REAGAN. It appears that the RecorD itself shows tliat the 
remarks of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] were mado 
by the unanimous consent of the House at the evening session, that 
the discussion was participated in by others, and that toward the close 
of it a member of the House asked and obtained unanimous consent for 
the prolongation of the discussion. Now I submit that that which was 
done by the unanimous consent of the House can not be an offense 
against the order of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Itis not within the province of the Chair to (e- 
cide whether the matter in question is or is not an abuse of the orders 
or rules of the House. It is alleged by the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania to be an abuse of the order of the House, and it is for the House 
itself to decide whether that allegation is true or not. All the Chair 
can do is to determine that the charge made and the motion made to 
expunge the speech from the REcoRD, which contains the oificial pro- 
ceedings of the House, presents a question which the Chair must en- 
tertain asa matter of privilege. Itis for the House itself to say 
whether the charge made is true or not, and whether the speech in 
question should be expunged from the RecorD or not. The Chair can 
not decide that question. 

Mr. REAGAN. I was proceeding upon the supposition that as tho 
REcoRD itself discloses, and is conclusive proof of, the fact I have stated, 
we need not go farther—— 

The SPEAKER. That is a matter for the House. Wheneveramo- 
tion is made upon the floor of the House to expunge any matter what- 
ever from the Recor, for any reason whatever, it involves a question 
which the House, not the Chair, must decide. ; 

Mr. SPRINGER. s the gentleman from Texas has submitted his 
point of order, I desire to indicate the point of order I intended to raise. 
that it may be considered. It is, that any exception to the fact that 
this speech may have been delivered out of order should have been 
taken at the time of its delivery, and the point not having been taken 
at that time, the House waived the right to take further notice of it, 
as appears from the fifth clause of Rule XIV, which says: 

But he— 

Referring to the member who is charged with having spoken ords 
out of order— 
shall not be held to answer, nor be subject to the censure of the House therefor 
if further debate or other business has intervened. , 

The SPEAKER. That is also a matter for the House to determine 
when it votes on the resolution offered by the gentleman from l’enn- 

vania. 
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syl ‘ . 
“Mr. SPRINGER. The allegation is that this speech was deliverc: 
out of order. If so, the fact should have been taken advantage of at 
the time; but other business having now intervened, the House can no* 
take further notice of the matter. s : 
TheSPEAKER. But that isa matter for the consideration of the 
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House in determining what action it will take upon the motion to ex- 
punge this speech from the Recorp. It is not a matter which the 
Chair can decide. The House might determine after consideration 
that it would expunge from the record of its proceedings matter which 
it had expressly authorized to be inserted there; and the Chair could 
not prevent it. 

Mr. REAGAN. Allow me to make a statement—— 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘The gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN | and the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SPRINGER] beg the question at issue. 
They assume the whole case. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Is it not in order for the affirmative side to 
be heard? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided the points of order raised 
by the several gentlemen. 

Mr. REAGAN. In view of the proceedings of the House in this 
matter I desire to submit the point that while any resolution or action 
of the House is subject to the control of the House and can be ex- 
punged by order of the House, yet a different rule applies to debate; 
and a speech made in the House can not be expunged unless exception 
is taken to it under the rule referred to by the gentleman from Illinois. 

The SPEAKER, That may be so. The House may decide when it 
comes to a vote on the resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
that it will not expunge this speech from the Recorp for the very rea- 
son which the gentleman gives; but the Chair can not decide that 


matter. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. I desire to ask a parliamentary 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. If the House is to judge whether 
this is an abuse of the rules of the House, will it not be neces- 
sary that the speech be read? [Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can read his speech in his own 
time if he so desires when he obtains the floor. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Onthe point of order made by the gentleman from 
Texas, I desire to have read a portion of the Recorp showing—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already decided that point of order. 
At a later period the.gentleman from Tennessee may have the matter 
read as & of hisremarks. ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
KELLEY] will proceed. 

Mr. KELBEY. Mr. Speaker, if I made myself understood the pre- 


amble and resolution are not now under consideration except by the 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands@hat the resolution must 
be ae there is no question before the House. 

Mr. EY. Exactly; it is pending, but will come up for a vote 
I presume after discussion. 

The speech in question was made, as its author tells us in the Rec- 
ORD of last Sunday, on May 28 and June 4, ‘‘ the House having under 
consideration the Private Calendar under the special order, by unani- 
mous consent.’’ 

I am unwilling, sir, that future readers of the records of this Con- 

shall by any possibility be able to suspect me of having sat by 
uring what must have involved three hours listening to the slan- 
ders—— 


eo Will the gentleman allow me a remark for infor- 
mation ? 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘Theslanders which have been accumulating during 
twenty-five years, many of which are absolutely putrescent, upon one of 
the most unselfish ts by whom the country was ever served, and 
one of the most beloved friends I have ever known in my longlife. Iam 
un sir, that a paper which records in a feeble and halting way as 
an apology the assertion that it was in the warmth of indignation that its 
author had denounced Abraham Lincoln and Edwin M. Stanton as con- 
spirators, and Mr. Stanton as an ‘‘arch-conspirator’’ against the char- 
acter of American citizens, and as having combined with 
others to thwart the success of the Union arms—lI am, I repeat, un- 

Mr. Speaker, that posterity shall be told through the columns 
Se ae ee peseeelinen of this House that the Repub- 
lican party sat quietly in the hours of approaching midnight to hear 
these slanders on Lincoln and Stanton poured out by the hour, and 
that no either Republican or Democrat, who had periled his life 
under the tion of the war power exercised by Lincoln and 
Stanton for thesu of the Union should have risen to say that these 
slanders which ha been consigned years ago to the haunts of trea- 
a ent vile siander, are now offensive to the olfactories of 
all Union men of every section of the country. 
Sir, we owe to ‘he illustrious dead, and I do not believe 
that such scandalous matter as is embodied in these twenty-five columns 
of *s CONGRESSIONAL RECORD will be sent to posterity with 
the of this Congress, which if it vindicates its own special order 
must declare that there was no warrant for uttering the speech and 
none for declaring in the officiai record that it was made with the unan- 
consent of the House. When was that speech made? On the 
day of May and the 4th day of June, we are told. Gentlemen, 
of all of us who sat in this Hall on those days until 5 o’clock in 
afternoon, when a recess was taken under a special order of the 
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House, heard the member from the eighth district of Alabama on either 
day? Did he utter in this Hall by daylight in our hearing the nause- 
ous stuff he has printed? No; and truth would have required him to 
say ‘‘in the evening session, under a special order of the House.’? That 
order was made on the 15th day of January last to provide for the con- 
sideration of pension bills. Did it authorize legislation on or the dis- 
cussion of a subject which not only did not profess to relate io pension 
business or the removal of disabilities, but which was avowedly entered 
upon because there was nc pension business or bill for the removal of 
disabilities pending, and before a score or two of gentlemen who were 
present, but who did not constitute the American Congress, and whose 
delegated powers were limited for the time being by the language of 
the special order which empowered them to assemble ? 

Here it is: 

January 15, 1885. 

Under the head of special orders in the Calendar. 

On motion of Mr. Marson 

“Resolved, That on each Friday the House shall take a re 


cess from 5 o'clock 


p. m. until 7.30 p. m.,at which evening sessions private bills granting pensions 
reported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions and the Committee on Pen- 
sions, and bills reported from the Jadiciary ¢ 


ommittee to remove political disa- 
bilities on.y, be considered.” 


Any legislation or discussion beyond the subjects designated was an 
infraction of the order, and every word of the speech printed in the 
KECORD is beyond the terms of the order. It is all outside of the lim- 
itations imposed upon these evening meetings by the House, which is 
falsely said to have given unanimous consent to the utterance of these 
slanders. Slanders upon whom? I ask the gentleman—I must keep 
myself within parliamentary language—from Alabama to listen to the 
reply to this question, which he shall hear in a voice coming from the 
other side of the Silent River, the voice of a patriot who was wearing 
away his life day by day and hour by hour in the service of his coun- 
try, for whose destruction the hand of the member from Alabama was 
raised. 

Yes. If he will give me his ear he will learn that so early as 
May, 1862, Edwin M. Stanton knew that he was assailed and that 
whether his life should be longer or shorter, he would be survived by 
jackals, hyenas, and ghouls, who, seeking objects of their hate in 
the grave, would rehash the false and scandalous stories that were 
even then giving pain to his family and friends; and, as if gifted with 
prescience, he at that early day prepared and confided to a friend an 
overwhelming reply to this unlicensed midnight assault which was to 
be published by its author as having been made in the House of Con- 
gress with its unanimous consent. Mr. Speaker, the paper I am 
about to read is a letter from one dear friend to another whom I too 


could call a friend, though I did not love him as I did the subject of 
these slanders, Edwin M. Stanton. 


If the member from Alabama finds himself described in this letter 
he will remember that Iam notitsauthor. In reading it I do but ask 


that the slandered dead may be heard in his prophetic words in his own 
defense: 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 18, 1862. 

My Dear Frrenp: Yours of the 10th is welcomed as an evidence of the con- 
tinued regard of one whose esteem I have always been anxious to possess, 

I have been very well aware of the calumnies busily circulated against me in 
New York and elsewhere respecting my relations to General McClellan, but 
am compelled from public considerations to withhold the proofs that would 
stamp the falsehood of the accusations and the base motives of the accusers, 
who belong to two classes. 

First. Plunderers who have been driven from the Department when they were 
gorging millions. 

Second, Scheming politicians, wliose designs are endangered by an earnest, 
resolute, and uncompromising prosecution of this war as a war against rebels 
and traitors. 

A brief statement of facts on official record, which I can make to you confi- 
dentially, will be sufficient to satisfy yourself that your confidence in me has not 
been misplaced: 

First. When I entered the Cabinet I was and had been for months the sincereand 
devoted friend of General McClellan, and to support him, and so far as I might 
aid and assist him in bringing the war toa close, wasa chief inducement forme 
to sacrifice my personal happiness to a sense of public duty. I had studied him 
earnestly with an anxious desire to discover the military and jpatriotic virtue 
that might save the country, and if in any degree disappointed i had hoped on, 
and waited for time to develop. 

I went into the Cabinet about the 20th of January. On the 27ththe President 
made his Order No. 1, requiring the Army of the Potomac to move. It is not 
necessary, or perhaps pores, to state all the causes which led to that order, but 
it is enough to know that the Government was on the vergeof bankruptcy, and 
at the rate of expenditure the armies must move or the Government perish. 
The 224 of February was the day fixed for movement, and when it arrived there 
was no more sign of movement on the Potomac than there had been for three 
months before. Many, very many earnest conversations I had held with Gen- 
eral McClellan, to impress him with the absolute necessity of active operations 
or that the Government would fail because of foreign intervention and enox- 
mous debt, 

Between the 22d of February and the 8th of March the President had again 
interfered, and a movement on Winchester and to clear the blockade of the Po- 
tomac was promised, commenced, and abandoned, The circumstances can not 
yet be revealed. 

On the 8th of March the President again interfered, ordered the Army of the 
Potomac to be organized into army-corps, and that operations should com- 
mence. 

Two lines of operations were open—one moving directly on the enemy at Ma- 
nassas and forcing him back on Richmond, beating and destroying him by su- 
perior force, and all the time keeping the capital secure by lying between it 
and the enemy. This was the plan favored by the President. The other plan 
was to transfer the troops by water to some point on the lower Chesapeake, and 
thence advance on Richmond. This was General McClellan’s plan. The Pres 
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ident yielded his own views, although they were supported by some of the best 
military men in the country, and consented that the general should pursue his 
own plans. But by a written order he imposed the special condition that the 
army should not be removed without leaving a sufficient force in and around 
Washington to make the capital perfectly secure against all danger, and that 
the force required should be determined by the judgment of all the command- 
ers of the army corps. 

In order to enable General McClellan to devote his whole energy to the move- 
ment of hisown army (which was quite enough to tax the ability of the ablest 
commander in the world), he was relieved from the charge of the other military 
departments, it being supposed that the respective commanders were competent 


to direct the operations in their own departments. 

To enable General McClellan to transport his force every means and power 
of the Government were placed at his disposal and unsparingly used. 

When a large part of his force had been transferred to Fortress Monroe, and 


the whole of it about to go in a few days, information was given to me by vari- 
ous persons that there was great reason to fear that no adequate force had been 
left to defend the capital in case of sudden attack ; that the enemy might detach 
a large force and seize it at atime when it would be impossible for General 
McClellan to render any assistance. Serious alarm was expressed by many 


persons and many warnings given me which I could not neglect. I ordered a 
report of the force left to defend Washington. It was reported by the com- 
mander to be less than twenty thousand raw recruits, with not a sic:gle organ- 
ized brigade. A dash like that made a short time before at Winchester would 


atany time take the capital of the nation. The report of the force left to de- 
fend Washington and the order of the President were referred to Major-General 
Hitchcock and A@jutant-General Thomas, to report— 

First. Whether the President’s orders had been complied with ; 

Second. Whether the force left to defend the city of Washington was suffi- 
cient, 

They reported in the negativeon both points. These reports were submitted 
to the President, who also consulted General Totten, General Taylor, General 
Meigs, and General Ripley. They agreed in the opinion thatthe capital was 
not safe. The President then by written order directed me to retain one of the 
army corps for the defense of Washington, either Sumner’s or McDowell's; as 
part of Sumner’s corps had already embarked, I directed McDowell to remain 
with his command. And the reason was approved by the President. 

Down to this period there had never been 1 shadow of difference between 
General McClellan and myself. It is true that I thought his plan of operations 
objectionable, as the most expensive, the most ous, and most protracted 
that could have been chosen; but I was not a military man, and while he was 
in command I would not interfere with his plan, and gave him every aid to ex- 
ecute it. But when the case had assumed the form it had done by his disre- 
gard of the President's orders and by leaving the capital ex to seizure by 
the enemy, I was bound to act, even if I had not been required by the specific 
written order of the President. 

Will any man question that such was my duty? 

When this order was communicated to General McClellan it of course pro- 
voked his wrath, and the wrath of his friends was directed upon me because I 
was the agent of its execution. 

If the force had gone forward as he had designed I believe that Washington 
would this day tbe in the hands of the rebels. 

Down to this point, moreover, there had never been the slightest difference be- 
tween the President and m f. But the entreaties of General McClellan in- 
duced the President to modify his orders to the extent that Franklin's division 
(being part of McDowell’scorps, that had been retained) were detached and sent 
forward by boat to McClellan. 

This wasagainst my judgment, because I thought the whole force of McDowell 
should be kept together and sent forward by land on the shortest route to Rich- 
mond, thus aiding McClellan, and at the same time covering and protecting 
Washington by keeping between itand theenemy. In this opinion jor-Gen- 
eral Hitchcock, General Meigs, and Adjiutant-General Thomas agreed; but the 
President was so anxious that General McClellan should have no cause of com- 
plaint, that he ordered the force to be sent by water, although that route was 
then threatened by the Merrimac. I yielded my opinion to the President's 
order: but between him and me there has never been the slightest shadow since 
I entered the Cabinet, and except the retention of the force under McDowell by 
the President's orders for the reason mentioned, General McClellan has never 
made a request or expressed a wish that has not been promptly complied with, 
if in the power of the Government. 

To me personally he has repeatedly expressed his confidence and his thanks 
in the dispatches sent me. 

Now, one word as to political motives. What motives can I have to thwart 
General McClellan? lam not now, never have been, and never will be 2 can- 
didate for any office. 

I hold my present post at the request of the President, who knew me person- 
ally, but to whom I had not spoken from the 4th of March, 1861, until the day 
he handed me my commission. I knew that everything I cherish and hold 
dear would be sacrificed vd accepting office. But 1 thought I might help to save 
the country, and for that I was willing to perish. If 1 wanted to be ee 
or a candidate for any office, would I stand between the Treasury and the rob- 
bers who are howling around me? Would I provoke and stand against the 
whole newspaper gang in the country, of every party, who to sell news would 
imperil a battle? 

I was never taken for a fool, but there could be no greater madness than fora 
man to encounter what I do for anything else than motives that overleap time 
and look forward to eternity. 

I believe that God Almighty founded this Government, and for my act in the ef- 
fort to maintain it I expect to stand before Him in judgment. You will pardon 
this long explanation, which has been made to nooneelse. Itis dueto you, who 
were my friend when I was a poor boy at school,and had no claim upon your 
confidence or kindness. It can not be made public for obvious reasons. Gen- 
eral McClellan is at the head of our chief army, he must have every confidence 
and support, and I am willing that the whole world should revile me rather 
than to diminish one grain of the strength needed to conquer the rebels, Ina 
struggle like this, justice or credit to individuals is but dust in the balance. 

Desiring no office or honor, and anxious only for the peace and quiet of my 
home, I suffer no inconvenience beyond that which arises from the trouble and 
anxiety suffered by worthy friends like yourself, who are naturally disturbed 
by the clamors and calumnies of those whose interest or feelings are hostile to 


me. 
The official records will at the ee time fully prove— 
e 


First. That I have employed whole power of the Government unspar- 
ingly to support General McClellan's Ma pe 
nd, That I have not interfered with or thwarted them in any 


cular. 

Third, That the force retained from hisexpedition was not and could 
not have been employed by him; that it was retained by e orders of the 
President u military in and upon the best advice in the 


country. T its retention was uired to save the capital from the danger to 
_— . Ng exposed by a aiavagned of the President's positive order of the 6th 
°o arch, 

Fourth. That between the President and myself there has never been the 
slightest shadow of difference upon any point,save the detachment of Frank- 
lin's force, and that was a point of no sign but in which I was sus- 
tained by Generals Hitchcock, Meigs, Thomas, and , While the President 
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yielded only to an anxious desire to avoid complaint, declaring at the ena 
time his belief that the force was not needed by General McClellan. a 
You will, of course, this explanation as being in the strictest oo); 
dence, designed only for your information upon matters where you have «... 
concern for me. { . 
The confidence of yourself,and men like you, is a full equivalent for al! the 
railing that has been or can be expended against me; and in the magnitnde 
the cause a!l merely individual questions are swaliowed up. e OCS 
I shall always rejoice to hear from you, and am as ever, 
Truly, yours, 


EDWIN M. STANTON 
[ Applause. ] 

Mr. LONG. Will the gentleman please to state to whom that letter 
was directed ? 

Mr. KELLEY. It was addressed to the Rev. Heman Dyer, Dp. p 
an Episcopal clergyman. Does that letter from Edwin M. Siantoy 
written in the relations of friendship to one who had been his bene. 
factor in childhood and had encouraged the development of his quick 
and massive intellect, his unconquerable will, his conscientious sense 
of duty—does that letter, Iask, written undersuch circumstances need 
corroboration against these midnightslanders? It shall however haye 
confirmation and it shall have it from one of the men to whom false and 
garbled expressions inimical to Lincoln and Stanton are attributed in 
the course of this villainous diatribe. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES UNITED Srares, 


Oulpeper Court-House, Va., May 1, 1361 
The PRESIDENT: . 


Your very kind letter of yesterday is just received. The confidence you ex- 

ress for the fature and satisfaction for the past in my military administrat io, 
is acknowledged with pride. It shall be my earnest endeavor that you aud the 
country shall not be disappointed. 

From my first entrance into the volunteer service of the country to the present 
day I have never had cause of complaint, have never expressed or implied a 
complaint against the administration or the Secretary of War for throwing any 
embarrassment in the way of my vigorously prosecuting what appeared to be 
my duty. Indeed, since the promotion which placed me in command of all the 
armies, and in view of the great responsibility and importance of success, I have 
been astonished at the readiness with which everything asked for has been 
yielded, without even an explanation being asked. Should my success be less 
than I desire and expect, the least I can say is, the fault is not with you. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
U. 8S. GRANT, Lieutenant-Genera!l 


I wonder that the rattling of the bones of Ulysses S. Grant did not 
alarm the conspirators who claimed to have power to give unanimous 
consent of the House by setting aside the special order under which 
they had assembled the other night. ° 

The testimony of Stanton and Grant against the allegations of the 
author of these malicious slanders ! 

Mr. Speaker, I am no®as young nor as strong as I was when, at his 
request, it was my habit when in Washington to see Edwin M. Stanton 
every day before repairing to my committee-room or to the floor of this 
House. His invitation I still have and cherish, and God knows how 
faithfully I gave him the opportunity every morning of making any 
communication to me or imposing upon me any duty for the perform- 
ance of which he deemed me specially fitted. For him, the statesman 
Lhonored and the friend I loved, I have nothing more tosay at thistime 

I come now to ask the House to vindicate its orders and to protect 
them against conscious, deliberate, persistent invasions, to be followed 
by the untrue announcement that what was done by an abuse of an 
order of the House was done with its unanimous consent. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me say—and the KrcorD will sustain my asser- 
tions—that on the night of the 28th of May, when the member from the 
eighth district of Alabama attempted to force a discussion outside of the 
business named in the order under which the meeting was held, the 
then chairman, the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Crisp] informed him 
of the impossibility of the consent of that meeting entitling him to speak 
on the subject he proposed to discuss. Other members did the same. 

My colleague [Mr. BAYNE] explained to him elaborately the par!is- 
mentary and Congressional law which prohibited the discussion he 
sought to enter as and (if my memory serves me right, and I say 
it with that qualifi ) reminded him that the House in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union would be the place to !n- 
vite the discussion he was endeavoring to force in spite of the order 0! 
the House. He was told that, though the House at that evening ses 
sion held under the special order had to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the pension bills it took up, it could not consider anythin 
outside of them except bills to remove disabilities; that the case Wis 
not as when the House went into Committee of the Whole with 00 
special bill before it, but on the state of the Union generally, when 
any subject might be discussed. He yielded for the time, hoping, 
he said, to get in when the legitimate business of the evening was ove", 
but it was then midnight, and probably the apprehension that if be 
slandered the dead too grossly he might see apparitions on his way '° 
his lodgings, induced him to consent to forego the privilege for a wees. 
Then, sohe claims, one gentleman said he would hear him, and on that 
promise, a week later, he claimed to have had unanimous consent 0! 
the House and to havea right to force the discussion which resulted 
in these twenty-five columns of the RecorD. tt 

Again, the chairman on this evening, that of June 4, told him he 
could not go on, but fell into the mistake of adding ‘*‘ without unan- 
mous consent.’’~ Unanimous consent of whom? Under a restricted 
order like that, who was the man who, having made an objection, could 
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give unanimous consent of the House by withdrawing that objection ? 
Because that was it; that is the whole story. One of the twenty or 
thirty gentlemen present had stopped the evil performance by an ob- 
jection, but, unhappily, he was induced to withdraw the objection, and 
thereupon supervened the ‘‘ unanimous consent’ of the House, over- 
riding its special order! The member from Alabama may say, as Stan- 
ton did in the letter I have read, ‘‘I have never been taken for a fool,”’ 
and he did not fall into a blunder when he sought midnight and a social 
conclave to make the speech which would not have been listened to on 
the floor of this House under unanimous consent. 

Did he know that he was not discussing a pension bill? Yes, sir; 
for the RECORD shows that he said: ‘‘ I do not want the floor until the 
pusiness is all over.’? When the pension and the disability bills were 

sed, they who were at that session had nothing to do but to go home. 
The order under which they were there was exhausted, and the »t*empt 
¢o influence legislation outside of that order by act or word wa. .n in- 
fringement of the privileges of the House, an abuse of its order, and, 
as it turned out, must be a mortification to every honorable man who 
knows Stanton’s record and reflects that there is a possibility of pos- 
terity believing that he, as a member of the House, sat quietly by 
and without objection listened to the member from the eighth Con- 
ional district of Alabama make his speech on Edwin M. Stanton, 

Applause on the Republican side. } 

Mr. MoRRISON and Mr. WHEELER both rose. 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a higher question than the 

ntleman from Illinois can rise to. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. WHEELER. I have been slandered upon this floor. State- 
ments have been made regarding me which are not true, and I wish to 
correct them. 

Mr. MORRISON. That is no question oi privilege. 

Mr. WHEELER. It isa privilege that has been granted to every 
member of this House, and never yet refused toa member of the House. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair has had occasion to rule heretofore that 
a mere disagreement between members of the House as to the correct- 
ness or incorrectness of a statement made does not present a question of 
privilege, but that when a gentleman is charged with having corruptly 
or knowingly made a false statement on the floor of the House, or with 
having made a statement on the floor of the House for the purpose of 
misleading the House in reference to legislation before it, a question of 
privilege is presented. The Chair, of course, does not remember all 
that has been said by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY]. 
The general course of the remarks of that gentleman has been to show 
that the statements made by the gentleman from Alabama with refer- 
ence tothe conduct and character of Mr. Stanton while Secretary of War 
were not correct; but the Chair does not remember that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania has stated that the gentleman from Alabama has 
knowingly made any false statement concerning the course of conduct 
orthe character of Mr. Stanton, and about that matter the Chair would 
of course have to consult the RECORD to see exactly what has been said 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

There is a difference of opinion undoubtedly between the gentleman 
from Alabama and the tleman from Pennsylvania not only as to 
the character but as to the official course of Mr. Stanton while a mem- 
ber of the Cabinet; but that does not raise any question as to the verac- 
ity of the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. WHEELER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania charged me 
with perverting the sessions of the House—— 

Mr. HEPBURN. [I rise to a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HEPBURN. During the course of the remarks just made by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania he referred to members of this House who 
were in session here last Friday evening as ‘‘ conspirators.’? [Laugh- 
ter.] I desire to say with reference to that matter that no order which 
this House can make can limit the operations and the performance of 
duty on the part of members at any other session of the House. 

_ The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that is a matter of priv- 


Mr. HEPBURN. I think itis. It is a part of my explanation with 
reference to this matter. I desire to show that the gentleman was in 
error when he made the charge that those gentlemen were ‘‘ conspir- 
ators ” 

_TheSPEAKER. The Chair does not think that is a matter of priv- 





Mr. HEPBURN. Not a question of privilege when members have 
been upon the floor of the House with being ‘‘ conspirators !”’ 

The SP R. But the gentleman from Iowa was proceeding not 
to answer that charge but to argue the question as to what the House 
had a right to do. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I have risen to answer that charge; that is what 
I desire to do—to answer that charge, and to show the error of the gen- 
tleman; that there were no “‘conspirators’’ here that evening; that 
what we did was in pursuance of the order of this House; that we were 
here in the of duties which can not be limited by the House. 
Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker—— 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] 
makes a point of order, as the Chair understands, against the gentle- 
man from Iowa. 

Mr. HEPBURN. 


Well, I will hear the gentleman’s statement. 
Mr. MORRISON, 


I yield a moment to the gentleman from——- 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the gentleman from Illi- 
nois to rise to a point of order. 
Mr. WHEELER. Iask unanimous consent to occupy ten minutes 


to reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 

The SPEAKER. 
and preserve order. 
stored. [A pause]. 

Mr. WHEELER. [I rise to a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. There is a question of privilege already before the 
House. The Chair misunderstood the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
MORRISON ], supposing he rose to make a point of order; but no point 
of order has been made. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I make this point against the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania who has made this charge: The members of this House of 
Representatives who were in session here last Friday night, although they 
may have been but a ‘* baker’s dozen,’’ had every power that this House 
can haveat any time. If this isnot true, then there is no action of this 
House at any of those sessions that has not been absolutely nugatory 
and invalid. Atsuch a session we have the power of legislation. We 
do legislate; we exercise the highest powers it is possible for members 
of the House to exercise, and there is no power to prevent any sort of 
legitimate legislative action that may occur. We could pass an appro- 
priation bill at one of those sessions. In contemplation of the rules and 
the law there was at that time a full session of three hundred and 
twenty-five members, and the House, I insist, had the right to give the 
gentleman from Alabama leave to proceed and make his address. 

I want to say further that the gentleman from Alabama, in my 
humble judgment, was strictly in order. He began to address the 
House upon a question that was then pending. He proceeded to make 
his remarks, and I do not know of any power that the House has to 
limit the character of discussion that a gentleman may indulge in, un- 
less a point of order is then and there made. I am opposed to expung- 
ing this speech of the gentleman from the Recorp. I believe he had 
an absolute right to make it. I do not agree with the sentiments in 
which he indulged. I do not propose to indorse any one of them; and 
at the proper time I want to have something tosay about the subject- 
matter of his remarks. But I am not willing to punish him, to put 
upon him an indignity when he was at the most, in my humble judg- 
ment, violating good taste, history—possibly truth [laughter], but 
none of the rulesof this House. Therefore I am opposed to the motion 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania to expunge that speech from the 
Recorp. I want it to stay there. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Iriseto aquestion of order, that the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] has the floor, except 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has intimated this matter is not one of 
privilege, but no point of order has been made and the Chair is reluc- 
tant to intervene. 

Mr. MORRISON. I raise that question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks this discussion as to the right 
of the gentleman to make a speech is not a matter of privilege. It is 
a matter which arises out of the resolution, and the Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MoRRISON] on that subject. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I wish to illustrate the question of personal priv- 
ilege. [Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from Iowa is disenssing the 
merits of the resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KEL- 
LEY]. 

Mr. HEPBURN. 
ing as well asI can. [Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. Todiscuss the merits of the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania is not a matter of privilege. 

Mr. WHEELER. I rise to a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. WHEELER. During the morning hour the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania charged me as a member of this House—— 

Mr. MORRISON. 
of privilege. 


Gentlemen of the House will please take their seats 
The Chair wil 


ill suspend business until order is roe- 





In reference to the question of privilege I am do- 


That has been ruled upon as being no question 


The SPEAKER. . The Chair will hear the gentleman’s statement. 
Mr. WHEELER. The gentleman from Pennsy*vania [Mr. KELLEY] 


has charged me, as a member of this House, with having perverted the 
session of the House, with having slandered a man that is dead, and 
with having stated to the House that which might possibly be regarded 
as an infringement of the truth. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvani stated that certain ‘‘cap- 
tions’”’ of my speech are unwarranted. I wish to say those captions 
were not made by myself or the reporters. They were pnt in by the 
printers without any authority. [A murmur on the Republican side. ] 

I wish also to say that since I have been a member of this House 
I have taken great care to conform to its rules at aj] times, and on no 
occasion have I perverted its session inany way whatever. I regretted 
very much to see the printers have placed ** Edwin M. Stanton’s’’ name 


+ also 
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at the head of my speech, which does not belong there. I regretted 
also that the printers put in the words ‘‘ the House having under con- 
sideration the Private Calendar.’’ Those words were put there with- 
out the sanction of myself, and without the sanction of the Official Re- 
porter of the House. 

Now, sir, my speech was made as a defense against the unjust attacks 
of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. IlepBuRN] and was not intended to 
be an attack upon Mr. Stanton. 

The Recorp states I used the words 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. I rise, Mr. Speaker [Cries on 
the Republican side of *‘ No!’ *‘ No!” *‘ Let him goon!” “* Down!”’ 
and much confusion]. 

The SPEAKER. The House will be in order. 
does the gentleman from Pennsylvania rise ? 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. The gentleman is not stating a case 
of personal privilege, but on the contrary is only arguing his case over 
again. [Cries on the Republican side ‘‘Go on!’’] 

Mr. WHEELER. Iam correcting what 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. The gentleman is not stating a 
question of personal privilege. 

Mr. MORRISON. That isright; I wish you would set him down; I 
have not been able to do it. [Laughter]. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Pennsylvania makes the point 
of order that the gentleman from Alabama is not stating any question 
of privilege to the House [cries of ‘‘ Withdraw it!’’ from the Republi- 
can side], but simply answering the speech of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY]. 

Mr. WHEELER. I want to state 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks in accordance with the ruling 
made a few moments ago, unless the gentleman from Alabama can 
point out some statement in the speech of the gentleman from Pennsy]- 
vania which imputes to him some improper or some corrupt motive, or 
some false statement, knowingly made, or some attempt to deceive and 
impose on the House, it presents no question of personal privilege, and 
that the only matter before the House is simply the merits of the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania to expunge from the REcorp 
a certain speech. 

The Chair will also state, in his opinion, when a motion is under con- 
sideration which implies in any degree the censure of a member of the 
House there must necessarily be allowed more latitude of expression 
in reference to that matter than in the ordinary discussion of a matter 
of legislation pending before the House. Otherwise acharge against a 
member could never be properly prosecuted on the floor of the House. 
The discussion of such matters, when it is confined legitimately to the 
merits of the proposition actually before the House, can not present 
questions of privilege of which the member whose conduct is assailed 
can avail himself. The gentleman from Lllinois has been recognized 
and will proceed. 

Mr. REAGAN and Mr. Morrison both rose. 

Mr. REAGAN. I rise for this pu , Mr. Speaker: I agree that, 
in the way the Speaker puts it, the ruling is correct; but the Chair for- 
gets evidently that the gentleman from Pennsylvania charged the gen- 
tleman from Alabama with willfally and deliberately falsifying; with 
using villainous diatribes, with slandering, and other such epithets 
which heapplied to him, making personally as bitter acharge against the 
geatleman from Alabamaas he could possibly have framed in , 

Now, it does not seem that the gentleman from Alabama should be 
required to sit quietly and patiently under such language as that and 
have no privilege of responding. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania did undoubt- 
edly charge that the statements contained in the speech of the gentle- 
man from Alabama were slanders upon the memory of Mr. Stanton; 
and he gave that as one of the reasons why the speech, under the cir- 
cumstances, should be expunged from the Recorp. But the Chair 
thinks, as has just been stated, that when a charge is made against the 
conduct of a member, or a motion to expunge some matter from the 
RecorD, the statement of the reasons why that should be done, if per- 
tinent to the motion, does not present a question of privilege; other- 
wise there would be no end to the discussion of the proposition either 
on a motion to censure or to expel or to expunge matter from the REc- 
ORD; for every statement made, although absolutely necessary in order 
to inform the House what the charge really was, would involve a question 
of privilege, to which the member could respond as a matter of right, and 
he could continue to exercise this right throughout the whole discus- 
sion any time the charge, or the reasons for it, should be repeated. 

Mr. WHEELER. Ont of my respect for you, Mr. Speaker, and fur 
the House I shall not insist farther upon the matter. 

Mr. McCOMAS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. McCOMAS. I desire to know whether it is not in order asa 
privileged motion to move the appointment of a committee to ascer- 
tain who, at the Peblic Printing Office, added captions or interpolated 
mottoes for ths purpose of extending the remarks of the gentleman 
from Alabama? 

The SPEAKER. When the gentleman from Maryland or any other 
gentleman obtains the floor in his own right he can move to amend the 











For what purpose 
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resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania by providing {yy ;), 
appointment of a committee for the purpose to which he has refers.) >, 
referring the matter to a committee already existing, or make : yy 
other proper parliamentary motion with reference to the subject jor... 
the House. 

Mr. McCOMAS. 
proper time. 

Mr. MORRISON. Of the time to which I am entitled ] propose 
yield avery few minutes to the gentleman from Tennessee, who. .: the 
presiding officer of the House at the evening session to which retepon, 
is made in the resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, ( , 
to read from the Recorp of the proceedings under what circu mst ayeoe 
the speech in question was made. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I shall trespass upon the time of th 
House but for a very few moments in the time yielded to me by the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MorRIsON ]—not for the purpose of 
going at length into the discussion of this question as to the merits of 
the resolution pending, or as to ex-Secretary Stanton andhisacts. Hic 
life is extinct, and I shall not go back tothat. His history is made ang 
is before the country. But I wish to state the circumstances unde, 
which the gentleman from Alabama obtained the floor, and und: 
which the remarks of the gentleman were made, that the Honse may 
see that there is no cause for the complaint made here. It happened 
that I was presiding as chairman of the Committee of the Whole House 
when the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] sought the floor 
on last Friday evening one week ago. At that time he attempted t 
make some remarks, and the point of order was made by the gent! 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE] that his speech was not in o 
that night. 

The gentleman from Alabama, after some discussion on the point « 
order, stated, if I remember correctly, that he did not wish to inter- 
fere with the pension business of the session that night, the Chair hay- 
ing admonished him that it was not within the scope of the special 
order; and he stated that after the business of the night should hay 
been completed, if the Chair and House would indulge him he would 
like to be heard. There was no objection to the request; but when 
the close of the evening session came the following remark was mad 
by the gentleman. Mr. MATSON having moved to reconsider thie vari- 
ous votes by which the bills were passed, Mr. WHEELER rose and said 

Gentlemen kindly consented to allow me to submit some remarks this even- 


ing, but as the hour is late Iam unwilling to detain gentlemen; and therefore 
I ask the same permission to be extended to me for next Friday ey g 


I give notice that I shall make that motio 


to 


Mr. MORRILL replied: 
After the regular pension business has been disposed of. 


After which— 
Mr. TAULBEE moved that the House adjourn. 


Mr. WILLIS. I would like to call the attention of my fricnd from 
Tennessee tu one fact also in this connection. When the gentleman 


from Alabama took the floor on the first evening we were in Commit- 
tee of the Whole and discussing a pension bill. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. That is true. 

Mr. WILLIS. We were not in the House at all. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I would like to ask a question. Ws it not 
a fact which became apparent from the appearance of the pile of man- 
uscript that the gentleman from Alabama had before him that he was 
going to take an hour at least of the time of the House to be devoted 
to pensions, and was not the House practically coerced into granting 
this privilege at some future time when sach business was not befor 
it? 

Mr. McMILLIN. It is very hard to determine from a man’s mani 
script how long his wind may last. [Laughter. ] . 

Mr. REED, of Maine. I think you can tell with reference to tu 

tlemen from Alabama. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Now, Mr. Speaker, as stated by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Morrison], I was Speaker pro tempore when the 
gentleman froin Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] made his speech last Friday 
night. I will have read, sir, from the Record an extract showing the 
manuer in which the gentleman obtained the floor on this second Fri- 
day night, but will state before doing so that it will be observed the 
Chair ruled that not only the gentleman must obtain the floor by unan - 
mous consent, but would retain it only by unanimous consent. So that 
it was in the power of any man in this House to object at any momen! 
and stop the p i All who were here on that occasion will bea: 
testimony to the fact that there were many more gentlemen remaining, 
when that proceeding was carried on, on the Republican side of the House 
than on this side. So much for that particular feature of it. a 

When the point of order was made, the gentleman from Kansa- | Mr 
ANDERSON ] got up and said it would be wrong under the circumstance 
to prevent the gentleman from speaking. f 2 

Mr. Speaker, if there has been a violation of the rules of the House, 
which I em i deny, it was not confined to the gentleman fron 
Alabama or to this side of the House. For immediately after the gen- 
tleman from Alabama concluded the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEr- 
BURN] obtained the floor and got unanimous consent to place in th 
RECORD some remarks in response to the gentleman from Alabsma. 
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Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, it will be observed from the RecorpD that 
not a single Democrat, not a single Southern man, made a suggestion 
in favor of the gentleman going on, but that the urgency came from 
that side. ‘Those who were present will not deny the fact that when 
objection was made by a gentleman on the Republican side, members 
from that side went and got him to withdraw his objection and let the 
ae this isa ‘‘conspiracy,’’ then there are gentlemen as good as the 

tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY ]—although I esteem him 
highly—there are g:ntlemen as good as any in the country who have 
engaged in the conspiracy. ‘The gentleman’s own side of the House is 
not blameless if there be blame. When the regular business of the 
evening was ended, then and not till then did the gentleman from Ala- 
bama obtain the floor. He had said before that he did not wish to 
stand in the way of any pension claim. Now I will ask the Clerk to 
read the portion of the RecorpD which I have marked. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, I was unwilling to occupy the time of the House 
while pension bills were being butas that business is entirely finished for 
the evening, and as some gentlemen have kindly consented to hear what I have 
to say, Ishall now, with the permission of the House, proceed in continuation of 
my remarks which I began Friday evening. 

The SPEAKER protempore, The Chair will state to the gentleman from Alabama 
that no remarks are in order now except by unanimous consent. 

Mr, Lenisacn. I object, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Nothing is in order at this evening session but the 
consideration of pension bills, and although there may have been a tacit under- 
standing to the contrary last Friday evening, the Chair holds that that under- 
standing can not be permitted to contravene the order under which the House 
assembles. The Chair therefore holds that the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
WuEELER} can obtain or retain the floor only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. Hermann. I hope, Mr. 8) er, that the understanding wil! be carried out. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. AxpeRsON, of Kansas. As an agreement had been arrived at by unani- 
mous consent upon last Friday evening, and also this evening, in Committee of 
the Whole, that the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] should have an 
opportunity to deliver his speech, does not that agreement render unnecessary 
unanimous consent at this time ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is having the record examined and will 
answer ‘eh gentleman’s inquiry when report is made upon the record of last 
Friday night. 

Mr. ARDERSOS, of Kansas. I sincerely trust that the gentleman from Alabama 
will be heard. , 

Mr. Lenizacn. I withdraw my objection, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The objection is withdrawn. Unless further objec- 
tion is made the gentleman from Alabama will proceed. 

There was no objection. 

[Mr. WHEELER withholds his remarks for revision, and they will appear here- 
after. 

Mr. Wrxans. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The question being taken, the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr, Hepsurn addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the gentleman from Iowa 
rise? 

Mr. Hersvury. For the purpose of asking unanimous consent to place in the 
RecorD some remarks which I desire to make in reply to the gentleman from 
Alabama. 

A MEMBER. Speak them now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Iowa, 
as was stated by the Chair to the gentleman from Alabama, that no recognition 
could be had except by unanimous consent on any matter not coming within 
the special order. The Chair, however, will put the request for unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. WHEELER. I hope it will be granted. 

The SPEAKER tempore. The genticman from Iowa asks unanimous con- 
sent to place in the Recorp some remarks in reply to those which have been 
made by the gentleman from Alabama. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. Price. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 11 o'clock and 25 minutes p. 
m.) the House adjourned. 


Mr. MCMILLIN. Now, Mr. Speaker, it will be observed that unan- 
imous consent was asked by a gentleman on the other side of the House 
to do the very thing that the gentleman from Pennsylvania says was 
the carrying out of a ‘‘ conspiracy.”’ 

For, Mr. Speaker, I state what the Recorp shows when I say that 
after the gentleman from Alabama had spoken for an hour and he was 
no longer entitled to the floor, and the Chair had rapped him down, 
unanimous consent was asked by a Republican, the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR], that his time be extended, and that 
was done. Gentlemen on the other side were here and not objecting 
to the debate, but seemed to want it. 

I x) the floor back to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Mor- 
RISON]. 

S Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say a word in response—— 

Regular order! ’’] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrtson] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. 
yield to me. 

Mr. MORRISON. I yield the gentleman from Kansas two minutes. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I wish, in view of the prominence 
that has been given to this matier, to make a brief statement. On the 
previous Friday evening, when I was not present, and as I understood 
it, unanimous consent was given to the gentleman from Alabama to 
make someremarks. On last Friday evening it was then stated that 
*hat unanimous consent had been given, and it was presented as a mat- 
ter of good faith. . It was stated that withholding the consent for the 
gentleman to proceed would be a breach of faith in the committee. I 


[Cries of 


I ask the gentleman from Illinois to 





cece LCL A LN, 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


EEE EINER 
<<a CC LL LL 


2421 


knew nothing whatever of the subject on which the gentleman from 
Alabama was to speak, nor did I know on what subject he was speak- 
ing till some time after his remarks had begun, of which I heard but a 
small portion. 

I wish to say further that in the latitude of debate always allowed in 
the Committee of the Whole, and especially at the sessions for the consid- 
eration of pension bills, it has been understood that a gentleman might 
discuss one of those bills as long as he saw fit and in any manner. Con- 
sequently the gentleman from Alabama would have had the right on 
any one of those pension bills to present such remarks as he saw fit. 
He consented not to use the time of the pension session, but to allow 
the committee to pass the pension bills, in view of which the gentlemen 
present on a previous night when I \as not present, and on last Friday 
night when I was present, gave consent under the circumstances that 
the gentleman from Alabama should make his remarks. Probably very 
few of them knew anything of the exact subject he would discuss, and 
I certainly did not. 

There was no conspiracy about it. It was simply the execution in 
good faith of an agreement among gentlemen upon both sides of the 
House who may differ immensely not only in the present year, but 
who for twenty-five years have differed on numerous subjects. Noman 
esteems the patriotism of Stanton more highly than dol. And for any 
gentlemen on this floor to attempt to place on those members who 
were present at that session last Friday night, or the previous Friday 
night, the brand of a conspirator is something, Mr. Speaker, which 
strikes me as being quite uncalied-for and quite reprehensible. [Ap- 
plause. ] 

The gentlemen who were then present or who have been in the habit 
of attending those Friday night meetings for the purpose of passing pen- 
sion bills are gentlemen who have as deep an interest in this Union, 
and who show it by their course on this pension business, and who have 
shown it by their actions years ago—as deep an interest in this Union 
as the gentlemen whohave staid away. Andtobrand them as conspira- 
tors is something that appears to me entirely gratuitous. [Applause. ] 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, many things occurred in Mr. Stan- 
ton’s time about which all good men were not and are not of one opinion. 
He and his acts have gone intohistory; both are likely in the future to 
be discussed and talked about sometimes with blame, sometimes with 
praise. 

The matter now before the House concerns its orderly proceeding 
under its rules. I therefore move that the resolution of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] be referred to the Committee on 
Rules, and on that I demand the previous question. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I ask the gentleman to allow me to have read for 
information an amendment which I propose to offer, and see if he will 
not allow it to be pending. 

Mr. MORRISON. I have no objection to its being read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


Amend by adding at the end of the resolution as follows : 

** Resolved also, That the unanimous consent of the Houre to Mr. Hernury, of 
Iowa, to publish in the Recorp a reply to said speech of Mr. WHEELER is hereby 
revoked. 

** Resolved further, That for the present the remarks of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KeELLey] be withheld from the Recorp, and that the Com- 
mittee on Rules shall inquire and report what parts of his said remarks were 
applicable to the time when and circumstances in which the speech of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama was made; and that only such parts of the remarks of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania {[Mr. KELLEY! as were so applicable shall be 
printed in the Recorp. 


Mr. HAMMOND. 


Will the gentleman allow that amendment to be 


pending? 

Mr. MORRISON. I must decline, Mr. Speaker. I insist on my 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois moves to refer the 


resolution offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] 
to the Committee on Rales, and on that he demands the previous ques- 
tion. 

A division was called for. 

The House divided upon ordering the previous question; and there 
were—ayes 85, noes 21. 

So the previous question was ordered. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the committee be in- 
structed to report—— 

TheSPEAKER. That can notbedone. The previous question has 
just been ordered, which cuts off all amendment and brings the House to 
a direct vote upon the resolution offered by the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. HEPBURN. But is it not proper now to move instructions? 

The SPEAKER. This is not a motion to recommit. This is an 
original proposition offered in the House, simply a proposition to refer 
the pending resolution to one of the committees of the House. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make an inguiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BURROWS. There seems to be an impression among some gen- 
tlemen on this side of the House that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] is pending. 

The SPEAKER. Itis not. The Chair desires to state, as a matter 
of justice to himself and to the House, that when the Chair announced 
the question put by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEepBurN] the 
Chair was under the impression for the moment that the previous ques- 
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tion had been ordered upon the resolution itself. The previous ques- 
tion was simply ordered upon thre motion to refer, and the Chair thinks 
that as soon as that motion is disposed of, if the resolution is not re- 
ferred, a motion to amend would be in order. 

The question was taken on the motion to refer the resolution to the 
Committee on Rules; and there were—ayes 73, noes 52. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRISON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was referred; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair will appoint as managers upon the part 
of the House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon the bill 
of the House No. 5874, the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Crisp, the 
gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. RICHARDSON, and the gentleman from 
Kansas, Mr. HANBACK. 

LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BLLL. 


Mr. HOLMAN. With a view to proceeding with the appropriation 
bills, | move that the morning hour be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union for the consideration of 
appropriation bills. : 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Pacific Railroads to say to the House this morning that ap- 
preciating the necessity of passing without delay the bill which the 
gentleman proposes to call up we do not wish to antagonize it; but that 


after that bill is disposed of we shall call up the bill that was under 
discussion on last Saturday. 





REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF LABOR. 


Mr. REID, of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I rise to present a 
privileged report from the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on Printing, to which was referred the joint resolution (H. 
Res. 141) providing for printing the first annual report of the Commissioner of 
Labor, report that they have considered the same and recommend that the said 


resolution do lie upon the table, and that the following substitute be adopted, 
to wit: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That there be printed 35,000 copies, in cloth binding, of the 
first annual report of the Commissioner of Labor; 26,000 copies for the use of 


members of the House of Representatives, and 9,000 copies for use of members 
of the Senate. 


Sno. 2. That the sum of $10,500, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated to defray the cost of the publication of said report. 

The estimated cost of said printing is $348.30 per thousand copies, or $10,500 in 
the aggregate. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina. I desire to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The committee reports a substitute. 

Mr. RANDALL. Does not this resolution go to the Calendar of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It is subject to the point of order that it must re- 
ceive its first consideration in Committee of the Whole. The origi 
resolution provides for printing for the use not only of the two Houses 
but alsoof the Secretary of the Interior, which fact will take the resolu- 
tion to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
if the point of order is made. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina. 
joint resolution be considered now. 

Mr. RANDALL. I have made no point of order, but only directed 
the attention of the House to the fact that the resolution is subject to 
a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. RANDALL. My object was to call the attention of the House 
to this subject of printing generally and the large sums of money in- 
volved. 

Mr. LONG, I hope that unanimous consent will be given for the 
present consideration of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 

The House accordipgly proceeded to the consideratior of the joint 
resolution. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina. I desire to offer an amendment, pro- 
viding simply for the printing of copies for the use of the Department 
of the Interior, as the substitute reported by the committee provides 
only for copies for the use of the Senate and House. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from North 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out “thirty,” in line 3 of section 1, and insert in lieu thereof “ fifty.” 

After the word “ Senate,"’ in line 7 of section 1, insert the 3 

‘And 15,000 copies for the use of the Department of the Interior and 
of Labor, th to be wrapped for mailing in such manner as the 


I ask unanimous consent that the 


atin number 
Sirilce out, in line 1 of section 2, "$10,500" and insert ““§15,725." 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The substitute as amended was adopted. 
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The joint resolution as amended was ordered to be engrossed for 4 
third reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the ¢); rd 
time, and passed. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, moved to reconsider the vote by whi, h 
the joint resolution was passed; and also moved that the motion to 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter m»tion was agreed to. 


re 
re- 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. OATES. I desire leave to report from the Committee on tie 
Judiciary a bill of great importance. 

Mr. RANDALL. I must call for the regular order. 
that we proceed with the legislative appropriation bill. 

Mr. OATES. I think the gentleman when he understands what this 
bill is will recognize its importance. ' 

Mr. HOLMAN, If the bill which the gentleman from Alabama de- 
sires to report will take but a moment I hope it may be allowed to 
come in. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Objection was made. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The question being taken on the motion of Mr. HoLMAN, that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union (Mr. BLOUNT in the chair), and proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill (H. R, 8974) making appropriations fo: 
the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government fo; 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman, in view of the importance of dis- 
posing of this bill at an early moment, I trust that the general debate 
on it will be confined to this day. I have not thought it proper until 
some debate has occurred to press a proposition limiting the time for 
discussion. I propose to occupy a very few minutes in calling the at- 
tention of the Committee of the Whole to a few matters which seem to 
be pertinent. 

This bill, as all gentlemen will recognize, ought to go to the Senate 
at the earliest possible moment. It embraces a very large namber of 
items. There are some changes made in the civil list of the Govern- 
ment and some propositions submitted which may give rise to some 
debate. The interests of the Government would be greatly embarrassed 
by the failure of this bill to become a law before the expiration of the 
current fiscal year. The importance of this must be manifest to every 
gentleman, not only as a matter of convenience to the Departments, but 
from the additional expense which would be entailed upon the Gov- 
ernment if it should become necessary to extend the provisions of the 
law for the current year into the coming fiscal year. 

This bill, appropriating for the civil list of the great Departments of 
the Government aimost exclusively, involves $20,560,119.42. The ap- 
propriations made for the same service for the present fiscal year amount 
to $21,371,605.05, showing a reduction in this bill upon the law of the 
present year of $811,485.63. This, while a large sum in itself, is com- 

tively smal! when you consider the many millions involved in the 
bill; and it is a reduction which I hope this House will consent shall 
be made. In order to press upon the attention of the committee the 
propriety of this section, inasmuch as many gentlemen here are afiected 
in their consti and friends more or less by this reduction in the 
civil list, I wish to call attention to the startling rapidity with which 
the expenses of this Government are being increased; and in no field 
of expenditure is this increase more apparent and striking than in the 
civil list of the Government. I have before me a statement of the ap- 
propriations since the Forty-second Congress. I have commenced wit 
that Congress, because then the charges resulting from the incidents of 
jee = except pensions and the public debt, had been measurably sat- 


It is hecessar y 


I have not sought in this statement to distinguish year by year tho 
increase or decease of the appropriations made on account of pensions 
But I admit that to the appropriations for pensions deduction ought 
to be made, the other war charge, interest on the public debt, not 
being covered by the appropriation bills of Congress but by permanent 
app The appropriations for pensions, however, should be 
deducted, so.as to indicate the growth of the current ordinary expenses 
of the Government. The following table indicates the appropriations 
made each session of Congress since 1872. 


Annual appropriations by Congress from 1873 to 1886, inclusive 





1873 palubhdpstsesbane cacccoceceneveocossee $175, 300, 533 73 

Fee ae rT cerca ennnvecnrervernennernnee 197, 919, 297 38 
— sesqseseconenenescone necseacesere canoes ee is 

Forty-third Congress ..... se cee 833 90 
rty-fourth Congress we 154, 553,639 64 
a a . 144,392, 149 23 
orty-fifth Congress . 171,187,849 68 
2 Reps .. 192,270,137 17 
Forty-sixth Congress . 189,474,559 49 
rd 218, 358, 067 25 

Forty-seventh Congress siscedvencecsernesscenenesceseveceeceeenseenees 297,561, 602 29 
wocesereeresessrennseess eoee . 231,993,647 63 

1885 seven cessenees Tn etme, SEE eee oF 

Forty-eighth Congress.. ea 219° 595, 283 18 
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1886. 


In 1877 the appropriations made by the first session of the Forty-fourth 

were reduced, it will be seen, to $154,553,639.64, a reduction 

of $24,613, 194.26 from the preceding year. The next following session 

of the Forty-fourth Congress they were reduced to $144, 392,149.23, be- 
ing $10,161,490.41 less than the preceding year. 

is very proper for me to say that the very extraordinary reduction 





$18 
aoe the Forty-third and lorty-fourth Congresses is not to be at- 
tributed so muc’n to the independent action of Congress as to the man- 
ifest demand of the country for a large reduction in the expenses of gov- 
ernment, @ public protest against the large charges made upon the 
people, and a demand. that the expenses of the Government should be 
reduced. It was a period of unusual public vigilance. 

These reductions were made by the Forty-fourth Congress in har- 
mony with the public demand everywhere expressed. 

Great as these reductions were, the distinguished Secretary of the 
Treasury, Mr. Sherman, referring to these reductions, afterward said 
jn substance that a ‘‘reduction of public expenditure of ten million 
more could have been made without impairing the efliciency of the 
public service.” And speaking with that degree of impartiality a 
member of Congress may be presumed to possess, intending to be ab- 
solately impartial, Ido not believe that the public service has ever 
been more efficient than during these two years. 

Since then, however, Mr. Chairman, there has been very large in- 
crease of appropriations, beginning with the year 1879, as shown by the 
foregoing table, reaching in 1883 the enormous sum of $297,561, 602.29, 
materially affected by the pension list, I admit. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Does my friend from Indiana show in his 
statement where and how this increase occurred and for what purpose ? 
Has he any such detail as will enable us to learn asin reference to these 

ints? 
we, HOLMAN. Ihave not sought to consider the matter from the 
standpoint of details. I simply wish to show the gradual growth of 
the of Government in the aggregate. But I will go somewhat 
more in detail. ‘Take the several years I have mentioned and in ref- 
erence to the appropriations made by a single bill, the legislative, 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill alone, we find that the result 
isthesame. It is expressed in the following table, commencing with 
the year 1873. This table indicates how steadily all the other expend- 
itares of the Government go up with the enlargement of the civil list. 


Appropriations made by the legislative, executive, and judicial appropria- 
tion bills from 1873 ts 1886. 





Forty-second © ; 1873... scence #18, 71,785 7 
Forty 4hird Congress..... a ie eo aes = 
Forty-fourth Congress... ag is on — > 
Forty-fifth Congress ...... oo ss = S81 30 
Forty-sixth Congress .... | 133)--- 16, 214,228 89 
Forty-seventh Congress } }53)"~ * - Ou0 65 
Forty-eighth Congress... { = sis 1) 


In this table the reductions in the appropriations for 1877 and 1878 
with the te reduction, and the increase from $14,- 

ae in 1877 to $21,371,605.05 in 1886 indicates the general 
grow 

See how this compares with the expenses of the Senate and House, 
and although I take but two periods to illustrate it, the expenses of 
the Senate and House indicate the steady and sometimes ¢apid increase 
of the expenses of the Government—tbe appropriations for the second 
session of the Forty-fourth Congress, 1878, and second session Forty- 
eighth 1884. 

Mr. B ERWORTH. What year? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, second session 
Forty-fourth The appropriation for the employés of House 
and Senate at those periods are indicated by the following table. 


Number of officers and employés of the House and Senate and aggregate 
amount of their salaries for the fiscal years 1878 and 1886, being for the 
Jirst session of the Forty-fifth and Forty-ninth Congresses, respectively. 





Salaries. 








Number. 
HOUSE. 
1878, first session MNcchindivhinnitil , 402 53 
108, iret seasion Portyninth Orennecs ii nbsabioaiite 7 “aL es 45 — 
SENATE. 
1878, first session ideinedeibiianincedeupait 231, 
JG noms a) Sr hr a NY $43,799 10 Be 
i lncludes and salaries i 
— provided for in the sundry civil and defi 
T have taken those periods for the reason that it has been only eight 


years since the first period; and I have accordingiy selected a compar- 
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atively recent date for this comparison. The law for the present vear 
provides for three hundred and five employés of the House, or an in- 
crease of eighty-onc employés in the service of the House alone in eight 
years. 

Now, I admit that eighty-one employés is not a very large number; 
but the increase as to percentage is simply enormous, when you re- 
member that it has run up from two hundred and twenty-four to three 
hundred and five in the brief period of eight years. The increased ex- 
penditure is still more when ‘you remember that in 1878 the expenses 
of the force employed by the House was $287,402.53. 

For the present year we appropriated $391,013.45, showing an in 
crease of $103,610.92 in the expenses of the House for its current em- 
ployés alone; that is to say, its current and contingent expenses; show- 
ing an increase of more than 33 per cent., with a corresponding result 
in the Senate. 

Now, I admit, sir, that while some effort has been made, little is pro- 
posed in the direction of reducing the expenses of the House of Repre- 
sentatives by the pending bill. A few officers and employés clearly 
not necessary have been dispensed with, a few salaries have been some- 
what reduced, but in the main the employés of the House and the 
Senate and the contingent expenses proposed to be appropriated are the 
same for the coming as for the present year. I trust, Mr. Chairman, 
that the action of the committee and House in regard to these reduc- 
tions in the interest of economy recommended in this connection will 
be such as to instruct the Committees on Appropriations hereafter in 
making a more thorough revision of the expenditures for the offices and 
employments immediately around us as well as everywhere else in the 
interest of fair economy. 

Having said this much for the purpose of pointing out in a general 
way the rate at which the expenses of the Government are being in- 
creased, I only wish to say a few words in addition on the general sub- 
ject of economy in governmental affairs. I find in looking over the 
public records no expression on the subject by statesmen who have 
gone before us more forcible than the utterance of a great Senator of 
the United States, Mr. Thomas H. Benton, of Missouri, not only a typ- 
ical representative of the statesmanship of the last generation, but of the 
generation which preceded it in our history. 

Mr. Benton, in his Thirty Years’ View, had occasion to discuss the 
subject, and I trust the importance of bearing in mind and occasion- 
ally reviewing the tendencies in our Government toward increased ex- 
penditures will be a sufficient apology for quoting his views. They 
certainly are entitled to high consideration, since providing for the 
raising and expending of revenue is in a large degree the business of 
Congress. It seems to be in timeof peace the principal object of legis- 
lation. This, I think, will justify me in calling the attention of the 
committee to the views of that distinguished statesman on that subject. 
He says: 

At no point does the working of the Government more seriously claim the at- 
tention of statesmen than at that of its expenses. It is the tendency of all gov- 
ernments to increase their expenses, and it should be the care of all statesmen 
to restrain them within the limits of a judicious economy. This obligation was 
felt as a duty in the early periods of our history, and the doctrine of economy 
became a principle in the political faith of the party, which, whether called Re- 
publican as formerly, or Democratic as now, is still the same, and was incor- 
porated in ig creed. Mr. Jefferson largely rested the character of his adminis- 
tration upon it, and deservedly; for even in the last year of his administration, 
and after the enlargement of our territory by the acquisition of Louisiana, three 
millions and a half of dollars. At the end of Mr. Monroe's administration, six- 


teen years later, they bad risen to about seven millions; and in the last year of 
Mr. Van Buren’s (sixteen years more) they had risen to about thirteen millions. 





Mr. Benton then goes on to call attention to certain of our appropri- 
ation bills, and adds as follows: 

The evils of extravagance in the Government are great. Besides the burden 
upon the people, it leads to corruption in the Government and to a janissary 
horde of office-holders to live upon the people, while pojluting their elections 
and legislation and poisoning the fountains of public information in molding 
public opinion to their own purposes. 

It seems to me that at the very inception of this legislation it is proper 
that I should ask the attention of this committee to this remarkable 
statement, confirmed as I have suggested by the fact that when we re- 
duced the expenditures over $24,000,000 in 1878 the efficiency of the 
Government was not in:paired in the least, and a distinguished Secre- 
tary of the Treasury informed Congress that a greater reduction might 
have been made without embarrassment to any department of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Benton says: 

Atthesame time it isthe opinion o* this writer that a practical man, acquainted 
with the object for which the Federal Government was created, and familiar 
with its financial working from the time its fathers put it into operation, could 
take his pen and cross out nearly the one-half of these seventy-odd millions and 


leave the Government in full vigor for all its proper objects, and more pure, by 
reducing the number of those who live upon the substance of the people. 


I have quoted from page 199 of the second volume. 

I think, sir, that no sounder sentiment was ever uttered. And yet 
one trouble in the House of Representatives, and it is the same I pre- 
sume in the Senate, is this: This legislative bill and most of the others 
are composed of a great multitude of items. Most of the appropria- 
tions forour Government are in comparativelysmall sums. The details 
of Government go down into minute items. It is difficult for us to 
bring our minds to the conclusion that we ought to deal with these de- 
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tails. The details of the small sums, aggregating ultimately millions 
of dollars, do not arrest our attention. We appropriate this item which 
is unimportant in itself, and that item which is unimportant in itself. 
We increase this salary and that salary, create an office here and there, 
each quite unimportant; but in the aggregate, when the great budget 
is made up, of small items which scarcely arrest the attention of either 
the House or Senate, they have swollen into millions of dollars. 

Gentlemen always appeal to committees of the House—we are all, I 
presume, equally subject to the censure, if it be a censure—on behalf 
of an item because it is unimportant or small. Such an appeal comes 
to us in the House or is made in the Senate; and yet that is the basis 
on which the enormous fabric of hundreds of millions is built up. 

Let me revert to one other matter in connection with that subject; 
and I will not further weary the attention of the committee. 

It might be said, and said fairly, that if this growth of expenditures 
of our Government was on the basis of an increase of population, there 
would be no just ground of complaint. And up to 1878 it could be said 
with fairness that the expenses incident to the war, the necessary extrav- 
agance resulting from a state of great public disorder, the impossibility 
of legislators in the midst of a great struggle coming down to the mere 
details of expenditure, made it difficult to cat down from the high stand- 
ard of expenditures to the absolute wants of the Government, especially 
in the number of civil employ¢és. Butpermit me to remark two things: 
First, that during the war period, from the meeting of Congress on the 
4th of July, 1861, to the termination of that internal disorder, there was 
no tendency toward the increase of the expenditures in the civil list be- 
yond the growth in the number of persons required to be employed in 
the various Departments of the Government; and more than once in 
this House at the very beginning of the session a resolution was intro- 
duced declaring that no civil salary should be increased; so that, not- 
withstanding the unexampled increase of responsibility thrown on the 
heads of Departments and the heads of bureaus, not a salary, according 
to my recollection, was increased. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. While there was 2 decrease in the value of 
money. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes} there was, of course, a decrease in the value of 
money all the time. From a high sense of patriotie duty, looking the 
interests of Government ful! in the face in view of the condition of our 
affairs, I think not a salary was increased, so that it was not till after 
1865, and in the main as late as 1873, that the high impulses of that pe- 
riod gave way, extravagance began, salaries everywhere were increased, 
new offices created; and then there was a recoil which produced the 
remarkable result I have mentioned in 1877 and 1878, but originating 
in 1874, which, at the demand of the people, reduced the expenses of 
the Government to the vast extent I havenamed. And yetat the same 
time the country saw no public interest impaired, no Department of 
Government em > 

But the other point to which I want to call attention is this, that the 
growth of our expenditure as well as of the revenue goes far beyond 
the growth of our population. If taxation rested on wealth alone there 
would not be so much to regret if it did weaken the Government. But 
it does not. It can not in the natureof things. Labor inall the fields 
of human industry must of necessity feel the effects of taxation, and 
you can not impose your tax in any form, unless it be iff one single 
form which I shall not stop to discuss, in which it will not reach in a 
greater or less degree every industry throughout the wholeland. That 
applies just as well to your internal-revenue system confined to a few 
items as to the customs system extending to multitudes. 

The following table illustrates the growth of our revenue and ex- 
penditure, and ought to command attention. 


Statement showing the population, net revenue, and net expendiiures of the 
Government from 1837 to June 30, 1885, and per capita of the revenues 
and per capita of expenditures. 


















| 
Years. | ceatiiied Net revenue. ca, Net expenses. | a. 
$24,954,153 00 | $159 | $37,243,495 00 $2 83 
26,302,562 00; 163| 33,865,059 00, 2 10 
31, 482,750 00| 190|  26,899,12300/ 1 62 
19,490,115 00} 114] 243175900) 142 
16, 860; 160 00 9% | 26,565,873 00 115i 
19,976,197 00| 110} 25,205,761 00; 1.39 
8,302,702 00 s9| 11,858,075 00! 1-27 
20,821,374 00| 152|  22.387,57100| 1 16 
29, 970,106.00 151} 22.987,408.00) 1:15 
29, 699,968.00 145|  27,766,99500| 1.35 
26,495,769 00} 125| 57.28141200} 271 
805,000 | 35,735,779 00 | 164|  45.877:22500! 208 
439,000 | 31,208'143 00} 139|  45,051.65700| 200 
191,876 | 43,603,43900| 183! 3954349200) 171 
995,000 | 52.559,30400! 219| 47,709,01700! 199 
802,000 | 49,846,81600} 201) 4419491900! 178 
615,000 | 61,587,05400| 240) 4818411100; 189 
433,000 | 73,800,34100| 279|  58.044.86200) 2 20 
256,000 | 65,850,575 00| 240| 59,742.66800| 219 
083,000 | 74,056,699 00} 264)  69,571,0200| 248 
916,000 | 68,965,313 00| 238]  67,79,70800| 234 
758,000 | 46,655,866 00} 158} 74.185,27000| 249 
596,000 | 63,486,466.00] 175]  69,070,97700| 2 26 
443,321 | 56,064,608 00! 178! 63,190,59800! 201 
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JUNE 8, 
Statement showing the population, net revenue, &c.—Continyed 
| ’ 
. - be | Per | 
Years. Population.' Net revenue. “capita. | Net expenses . Per 
= =e Te a. } le 
32, 064, 000 | $41,509,930 00 | $129 | 965.545. 645 09 Pas 
32,704,000 | 51,987,455 00 159 | 474,761,819 00 re 
83,365,000 | 112,697,201 0 | 338) 714.740.7250) 9) 4 
34, 046, 000 264, 626,772 00 777 865, 322, 642 00 on ‘ 
34,748,000 | 333,714,605 00) 9 60| 1,297,5552940 
#5, 469, 000 | 558,032'620 00 | 1573 | "520's00'417 00 11 
36, 211,000 | 490,634,010 00 | 13 55 | 357, 542, 675 00 - 
36, 973, 000 | 405, 638, 083 00 | 10 97 377, 340, 285 00 
37, 756,000 | 370,943,747 00 9 82 322, 865, 278 00 55 
38,558, 371 | 411,255,478 00 | 1067! 3091 653'561 00 BO 
39,555,000 383,323,045 00, 9 69 292, 177,188 00 - 
40,596,000 374, 106, 868 00 92 277, 517, 963 00 &4 
41,677,000 | 333,738,205 00! 801! 290345) 245 ~ 
42,796,000 | 304, 978, 755 00 713 302, 633, 873 00 ( 
43,951,000 | 288, 000,051 00 6 +S 274, 623, 393 00 
45, 137.000 | 294,095, 865 00 6 52 265,101, 085 00 % 
46, 353,000 | 281, 406,419 00 6 OF 241, 334,475 00 5 9] 
47,598,000 | 257,763, 879 00 5 42 236, 964, 327 00 4 
48, 866,000 | 273,827,184 00, 5 0 266, 947, 884 00 5 At 
50, 155, 783 | 333,526,611 00 66 267, 642, 958 00  o4 
51, 495, 000 | 360,782,293 00 7 Oo 260,712, 888 00 5 OF 
52,802,000 | 403,525,250 00 7 G6 257, 981, 440 00 4 99 
54, 165,000 | 398,287,582 00) 735) 285,408) 138 0 4% 
55,556,000 | 348,519, 870 CO 6 27 244, 126, 244 4 
ill nchonsisiatedubaiatiomeandh 56,980,000 323, 699,706 00 5 68 20), 226, 935 45 
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Let us see in this table the burden the country is bearing per cap- 
ita in comparison with a comparatively short time ago. 1 take the 
year 1850 as the beginning point. In that year ihe revenues per cap- 
ita averged $1.88, the expenditure $1.71. I come down to the year 
1860, immediately preceding the war. In that year the revenues had 
not increased; they had slightly decreased, being $1.78. The expend- 
iture was slightly increased on that very considerable period of time 
being only $2.01 percapita, while upon the basisof revenue and expend- 
itureduring the last year the remarkable fact is presented that as to rey- 
enue our people paid $5.68 per capita and the expenditure was $4.74 
per capita. With vast sums of money lying idle in your Treasury, | 
think there is no instance in the history of a government well estab- 
lished like our own, with the necessities for expenditure incident to 
public peril not rapidly increasing, where there is presented so remark- 
able a spectacle of the growth of burdens upon the one hand and of ex- 
penditures upon the other. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. I ask the gentleman if it is not the tact 
that our expenditures increase over three times as fast as our popula- 
tion? I mean the expenditures of the General Government. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes,sir. Now, we sometimes think it strange that 
in a government possessed of such extraordinary elements of prosperity 
as ours, with a new and vigorous population, there should be disorders 
in our midst; that the chasm between the wealth of our people and the 
poverty of our people, between the comparatively few who are wealthy 
and the great mass of the people, is already so wide and deep; but i: 
is absolutely certain that the most powerful agent in centralizing the 
wealth of a country, in depressing its industries, in depressing its !a- 
boring people, and increasing the number of those who are helplessly 
impoverished, is oppressive taxation, and that this taxation can not be 
borne on the basis upon which our people now pay taxes without its 
results being disastrous in the early future must I think be manifest 
to all, 

Mr. Chairman, thére is one other subject to which I wish to invite 
attention for a few moments. There are provisions in the bill to which 
I think gentlemen who desire to engage in the general debate wil! wis! 
me to refer, 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman permit me a question ’ 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. The gentleman says that the burdens of taxation 
are increasing very much faster than population. I want to ask hin 
if it is not also true that the Wealth of the country and the comiorts 
of the le are increasing much faster than population ? . 

Mr. HOLMAN. The first proposition I concede, that the wealth 0! 
the country has rapidly increased. In no other country has wealth in- 
creased so rapidly as in ours. But, Mr. Chairman, is it true that it's 
beneficial to a government like ours, a Republic, that wealth should 
increase unless it increases through those cies which naturally di!- 
fuse it? Does not my friend bear in mind that the chief growth in 
wealih is to be found in those large interests which enter into and 'n- 
volve the fortunes and estates of comparatively few individuals’ 1 ake, 
for instance, a few great corporations that have been created within ou! 
period; a large proportion of our accumulated wealth isin their hands. 
while the number of our people who are impoverished, people ho have 
not the comforts of life and are cramped for the bare necessities of life. 
people who can barely keep the wolf from the door and whose children 
are growing up without encouragement or a hopeful future, 1s incre’ 

every day in the year. = é 
r. WARNER, of Ohio. 1 will ask the gentleman if it is not true 
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that while our wealth does increase somewhat faster than our popula- tion, and without regard to age, shall be sent to the head of a Department or 
tion the percentage is only a smali one, and at the same time the cost | other officer charged with making an appointment. 


of the Government increases at a rate more than three times as rapid 
as the increase of population, ana if you consider the whole Government 
of the country four times as fast? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think my friend, if he examines the subject, will 
find this to be the state of the case: At the close of the war we had a 
vast region of unopened country, vast resources which had not yet been 
touched, and the policy twenty or twenty-five years ago was, through 
the instrumentality and power of the Government, to rapidly open up 
those sources of wealth. As a consequence of that policy the develop- 
ment of wealth in our country within this period has been absolutely 
unexampled in the history of the world; but it has exhausted the re- 
sources of the nation in the creation of great estates. 

Mr. WARNER, of Ohio. It is true that our wealth has doubled in 
twenty years, although it has taken thirty years to double our popula- 
lation; but the expenses of Government have increased fourfold in the 


same time. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. What I desire to call the attention of the gentle- 
man from Indiana to is this, that from 1860 to 1880, according to the 
best estimates I can get, the wealth of this country increased from 
$14,000,000,000 to $40,000,000,000. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iam conceding the extraordinary growth of wealth, 
and had it been fairly diffused, which never occurs under the artificial 
power of government grants and subsidies, it would have been a bless- 
ing, but otherwise it is a misfortune. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Iagree also with the gentleman that wealth, like 
the snow, when itis piled updoes harm; but I do not believe that it can 
do harm if it is properly diffused; and if the gentleman will observe the 
increased savings in the portions of the country to which he refers, 
where these great corporations exist, and if he will also go through the 
country itself and look at the comforts which surround the farmers, I 
think he will come to the conclusion that this wealth is diffused pretty 






















widely. 
Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. If the gentleman from Maine would ex- 
amine the mortgages on the farms he would reach a different conelu- 


sion. ’ 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I do not think there would be many to examine 
in my of the country. 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘There are some localities in this country where 
wealth is better diffused than in others; but I think, taking the whole 
country together, there has been a fearful concentration of wealth and 
the ion has been very slight. Mr. Chairman, until now the ex- 
a has never been tried of a wealthy people maintaining repub- 

ican institutions. We are now making the first trial of that kind. 
It has been doubted in all ages whether a country of great wealth could 
at the same time be a republic. It is absolutely certain that the mere 
element of wealth, which in itself would be calculated to give increased 
opportunities of happiness to the people, would not be an element of 
weakness, but on the contrary a source of great strength, provided the 
wealth were diffused. 

The misfortune in all other countries, and the misfortune we have 
now to encounter, is that this wealth isin the hands of very few, while 
a stateof impoverishment is the fateof the many. Here 
is the trouble. It is very clear thata corrupt government can not exist 
asarepublic. A blic can not continue if the foundations are cor- 
rupt. It has been belief of those men who have studied this prob- 
Jem most carefully that it is possible this Government should be carried 
onas an economical, frugal government, notwithstanding the great mass 
of accumulated wealth throughout the land, just as it was in the former 
years when the whole of our people were comparatively poor. But the 
danger is that our Government, instead of representing the whole peo- 
ple, the great mass of those whoare in comparatively moderate circum- 
stances, will come to represent the wealth of the country rather than 

people themselves—will put on the qualities and characteristics of 

not of the many. 

It is for this reasop above all others that economy in this Government 

be sought for as the only absolute mode of securing the perpetua- 

our institutions. We must adopt the one basis or the other. 

will be a frugal republic, plain and simple, just as it was in former 

years, or else it will go to the other extreme, a cost.y and splendid 

and an impoverished people. There is no middle ground. 

the one instance it would represent the people in moderate circum- 

stancesand with prosperous homes—it would represent the manhood of 
the nation; in the other case it would represent its wealth. 

Mr. Chairman, the other subject to which I wish to invite attention 
amoment, for I had no intention of occupying so much time, is in 
regard to three provisions of this bill. One is in reference to the ap- 
paation of money to carry on the Civil Service Commission. This 

appropriates for the Civil Service Commission for the coming year 
the same sum that was i for the present year, $21,400, and 
adds the following proviso, w will be found on page 19: 


Seg. a 
the Civil that the names of all applicants 
for official appointment from any one State, found duly qualified on examina- 
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shall be available only when the rules of 


There are two rules alone of the Civil Service Commission affected 


by this provision. The provision is not new legislation, but simply a 
limitation upon the expenditure of this appropriation—a condition on 
which it may be expended. Those two rules are, first, that under 
which, when a Department or officer of the Government having the 
power to make an appointment desires to make an appointment, four 
names are furnished by the commissioners, and from those four a selec- 
tion is made. The other rule is that, with the exception of those who 
served in the Union Army, no person shall be eligible to examination 
under the civil-service regulations who shall have passed the age of 
forty-five. 


Mr. FINDLAY. The proposition, of course, is divisible; we could 


vote first on one and then on the other. 


Mr. HOLMAN. There are two separate propositions. Now, Mr. 


Chairman, permit me to say the Civil Service Commission was experi- 
mental. The measure which established that commission was scarcely 
debated in this House. The bill organizing the commission came from 
the Senate, was referred to the Committee on Civil Service Reform of 
this House, of which Mr. Kasson, of Iowa, was chairman, was reported 
back, and on motion, I think, of Mr. Cox, of New York, Mr. Kasson 
yielding for that motion, the previous question was called and sus- 
tained, the yeas and nays were ordered, and the question was taken at 
once. 


Mr. COX. Was it not discussed for half an hour, several speeches 


being made? 


Mr. HOLMAN. If such was the fact the discussion was so brief it 


had escaped my recollection. 


A MEMBER. What was the vote? 
Mr. HOLMAN. ‘There was a very small negative vote. My recol- 


lection was that the subject was not discussed. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Would not half an hour of discussion have 


been in order after the previous question ? 


Mr. HOLMAN. I did not recall the fact that the rule to which the 


gentleman refers was in operation at that time. If it was, and I now 
remember it was, then debate for half an hour occurred. I know that 
the debate, if any, was so brief that it leftno impression upon my mind. 
No opportunity for amendment was given. The measure had to be 
passed justas it came to the House or it had to be defeated. It had 
been believed by both sides of the House, and by neitherside more 
strongly than by gentlemen around me on this side, that our civil serv- 
ice required very important reforms, and that it would scarcely be con- 
sistent with what was understood to be the drift of public opinion and 
the expressions of the platforms of the great national parties upon that 
subject that a measure which promised even in the remotest degree to 
reform and purify our civil service should be ignored when the subject 
was presented, even if no opportunity for debate or amendment was 
offered. 


Mr. FINDLAY. Are not the two provisions which are to be affected 


by the changes proposed by the committee matters of regulation, and 
not matters of law ? 


Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly they are matters of regulation. I have 


spoken of them as rules; I do not mean rales laid down by law. 


Mr. FINDLAY. They were not in the law? 
Mr. HOLMAN. No, of coursenot. They are rules laid down by the 


commission. Iam not denying the power of the Commissioners to make 


those rules with the approval of the President. I have said what I have 
in regard to the circumstances under which that bill passed and became 


a law for the reason that had this House had an opportunity of con- 
sidering the matter and of adopting amendments—had the measure 


passed in the regular course of legislation like most other measures—it 
would have been regarded as a more deliberate expression of the judg- 
ment of gentlemen who gave it their support. As an experiment in a 
field where reform was imperatively demanded few gentlemen could 
hesitate as to what action was proper when the measure was thus pre- 
sented. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Will the gentleman let me ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Let me ask the gentleman whether he says 
this does not change existing law? And whether he says also this pro- 
vision in regard to sending names to the appointing power is a regula- 
tion made in pursuance of law? 

Mr. HOLMAN. It changes the rules of the commission by limita- 
tion on the expenditure. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Waitamoment. If you change this stat- 
ute that the Civil Service Board without the approval of the President 
can not make such regulation, does not that change the law ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. No. Notlaw except as tothe incident of the power 
of the Commission. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. Itonly applies the reasoning power of $21,000 
to them; that is all. (Laughter. | 

Mr.HOLMAN. Iam not insisting these rulesare in violation of law. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. No. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. Iam not passing judgment on them. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Iam not discussing anything obnoxious to 
the rules of the House or any point of order which may be made. 
What I say is this, and I admit it, that the Civil Service Commission, 
with the approval of the President, had the power to make certain 
rules, and did make a regulation requiring only four names to be for- 
warded to the appointing officer, whoever he may be, and withholding 


from all persons, with limited exceptions, public employment. If this | 


provision becomes a law the commission, under the will of Congress, 
must change the rules I have named. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. The Commissioners will make the change 
under the reasoning of $21,000. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman puts the case stronger than I do. 
Iam not claiming these rules are in violation of law. I am not dis- 
cussing that point at all. If Congress think those rules should be re- 
pealed certainly it has the power to repeal them. When the point of 
order shall come up I think it will not be found to affectthe law-mak- 
ing power of this House, notwithstanding it may affect the law itself. 
For, sir, the House has not by any of its rules been deprived of the 
power when appropriating money to provide that it shall be expended 
in a specific manner and for a specific purpose. The House has not by 
its rules abandoned the power to legislate. It has not deprived itself 
of that power. Thatthe House has still retained; it would bea strange 
thing indeed if the House had not retained the power of putting proper 
limitations on money which it votes in appropriation bills from the 
public Treasury. 

Mr. LONG. If your bill becomes a law will not the Civil Service 
Commission be compelled to send up all the names? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LONG. Under the present law are they compelled to do so? 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems not. 

Mr. LONG. Is not that then a change of law? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iam conceding the fact; butsuppose it is achange 
of law, am I taking extreme ground even in insisting on that ? 

Mr. LONG. Then it has no place in the bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This House, Congress, has never abandoned the 
power to annex a condition to the expenditure of public money. 

Mr. LONG. The rule says you shall not appropriate money with 
any change of law, and yet you say it does change the law. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman misapprehends the rule of the 
House. The House, I repeat, has never parted with its power under 
any rule so that when it comes to appropriate money it has not the 
right and power in appropriating that money to impose proper limita- 
tions on its expenditure. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts say 
it is not proper when an appropriation is made to provide that none of 
this money shall be paid for the purpose of salary unless, as in this 
bill, in full for that salary? This question of limitation on this bill 
involves several hundreds of thousands of dollars beyond what it ap- 
propriates unless you put some limitation like that upon the amounts 
which are given. You can not abandon the power to limit the ex- 
penditures, 

Mr. LONG. But your change must not go so far as to raise any 
change of existing law. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It would be a change of law in paying that salary 
on the basis of a less sum than the permanent law provides. I con- 
cede to that. It is an incident of legislation. 

I am willing for one, in view of the importance of improving the civil 
service, that a commission shall exist to ascertain the fitness of appli- 
cants for clerical positions, their qualifications for official employment. 
I mean applicants for employment in the classified civil service. 

I do not believe that any commission, however able—and the present 
commissionis composed of able men—can be found efficient in selecting 
through a technical examination persons to fill the great body of the 
public employments of the country outside of clerical duties. To that 
extent therefore this would be a reform in our former system; and to 
that extent it may also be said that in years past some persons have 
been indicated in the Departments and prior to the organization of the 
Civil Service Commission to examine the fitness of those appl for 
specific appointments. And it is undoubtedly in the iaterest of the 
public service that fitness for the special duties to be performed should 
be ascertained in advance of the appointment. 

But, sir, I could go much further than that. Can our people consent 
to thecreation of a power in this country through a commission or other- 
wise which shall have in charge the entire control of all employments 
in the public service? It is entirely averse to all our institutions and 
not in harmony with our system of popular government. The commis- 
sion as ameans forascertaining qualification and fitness for clerical serv- 
ices will be found valuable; beyond that the country will move pru- 
dently. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Let meinterrupt the gentleman just there. 
Does not this provision, if adopted, in effect absolutely and unquali- 
fiedly nullify the most important pro ision of the civil-service law as it 
exists now, in that it simply provides that every from a State 
who passes the examination required by the rule, low that ex- 
amination may be rated, shall have his name sent up; and that the 
selection for the vacancy must be made from the entire list? Is not 








that now simply a means of enabling the appointing power to select i: 


: 3 
party friends? 

A MeMBeER. Yes; thatis just the object of it. 

Mr. MORRISON. It would not have meant that if I had drawn it 

Mr. HOLMAN. I answer the question of the gentleman from Ohi, 
emphatically, no. It does not do any suchthing. It does not nullify 
the most important feature of the law. 

Mr. LONG. Then the gentleman from Indiana differs with the yey. 
tleman from Illinois, who intimates that to be the operation of the | 
as drawn. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The most important duty which this commission js 
called upon to perform is to ascertain the qualifications of the various 
applicants for official duties in the classified civil service of the Goyern- 
ment—— 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. But that could have been done in the De. 
partments, as was formerly the case. 

Mr. HOLMAN. All that is required is that the list shall be sent 
up of all of those who have passed the proper examination, and not per- 
mit the selection of a small number to be made on the part of the com- 
mission. All persons found qualified upon the examination to enter the 
list shall have their names sent to the officer having the appointing 
power. By this arrangement you gain all that is available in the Civi| 
Service Commission system when you have provided for examining the 
applicants for appointments in the classified service, and then required 
that the whole list of those found competent shall be sent up, so that 
the appointing power may have the selection and not the commis- 
sion. This makes the commission an examining board as to qualifica- 
tion, and the system a method of appointment only, in which the quali- 
fication of the citizen for a particular public service is the main factor 
in securing his appointment. 

Mr. WILLIS. Wherein does that differ from the examinations for 
appointments to specific positions prior to the passage of what is known 
as the civil-service law ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. But there was no basis of classification at al). 

Mr. WILLIS. But an examination was required. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes; as I have said, there was an examination for 
specific appointments, but there was no uniformity in the system. 

Mr. TAULBEE. If the gentleman will permit me to interrupt him 
a moment, as I understand the practical working of this plan prior to the 
passage of the civil-service law, the examination related alone to the 
Treasury Department. 

Mr. HITT. No; it applied to the other Departments. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It applied to various Departments, but there was 
no standard nor any uniformity in the examinations. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Iam quite sure that appointments were had in 
the other Departments now included in the classified civil service 
without examination. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There was no general examination for appoint- 
ments in the various Departments; the examinations applied only to 
particular positions to be filled and to the qualifications of the candi- 
date for the particular office. Now, the difference between that plan 
and this commission is that the commission makes the general exam- 
ination not for a particular duty, but the general qualifications of the 
candidate for the classified clerical service of the Government. 

Mr. LONG. Please state what your purpose is in making this 
change? 

Mr. HOLMAN. As far as I am individually concerned—I do not 
speak for the committee. 

Mr. LONG. But you speak for your party. 

Mr. FINDLAY. Let me ask the gentleman a question right here. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let me answer the gentleman from Massachusetts 
first. 


law 


I do not speak for my committee or my party; but for myself there 
are sufficient reasons which commend themselves to me, and one of the 
most important is this: The examinations are all made on a general 
basis. An arbitrarystandard is fixed by the commission which a can- 
didate may reach with the necessary attainments; 100 is fixed as the 
maximum in proficiency. The applicant who reaches that number on 
the average of all the various subjects of examination—reading, writing, 
geography, and histery, and often more technical—reaches the highest 

int, then down to 65; and all who fall below 65 are rejected. Now, 
a does it operate under the present system? The commission will 
send up the names of four persons who have obtained the highest num- 
bers for appointment—just four. What is the result in practice ° 

I illustrate by a single case which came within my observation. A 
young man justentering upon life who had had no particular opportu- 
nities for education reaches a grade of 66. A gentleman coming from 
a school where he had presided as a teacher for many years, and espe- 
cially qualified to answer the various questions that would be sub- 
mitted but not as accomplished a penman as the younger man, graded 
up to 80. His name is sent in at an —— But it is clear that 
the young man with his number at 66 never have his name sent 
to a Department for an tment, as the number of those having 
higher grade was so the chances were he would wait indefi- 
nitely, and yet for clerical duty, the service required, he might stand 
higher than any competitor. 
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Mr. LONG. He could have another examination. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This is unjust to the Government, in depriving it 
of the best service and unjust to the applicant. It will be found that 
where the names all go before the proper appointing power, the head of 
a Department or the head of a bureau having the right to appoint a 
clerk, if it is. a copyist that is to be employed, penmanship especially 
is a matter of consideration, and other matters which have controlled 
the grading by the commission are of no consequence to the publicservice. 
Penmanship is of the highest moment. And here the head of a De- 
partment must takea person not so well adapted, and one whose grade 
is comparatively low, with the accumulations of applicants that must 
occur in every State, would never have his name go to the Department 
at all. 

I submit the case I put showsan injustice both to the applicant and 
to the Government. The case is so clear, there should be some remedy. 

Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR. Will the gentleman yield to me for a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR. It is a very direct question, and I know 
the gentleman from Indiana will answer it with his accustomed can- 
dor. My question is this: Is not the main object of this provision to 
provide for the employment of a greater proportion of Democrats to 
office? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I would have to answer that in a general way in 
the negative—I mean so far as motives are concerned. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I would like to answer that question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will say however, in further reply to the gen- 
tleman’s question with entire frankness, that if it had that effect, if it 
admitted members of the party now largely excluded from clerical em- 
ployment, if it had incidentally the result of increasing the number of 

pointees from that party, I do not think either the gentleman from 
Ohio or anybody else could rightfully complain. I should not object to 
that result, especially in the present state of the classified clerical serv- 
ice of the Departments. But that would be an incident only to a just 
rule. 

Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR. I do not complain; but what I complain 
of is that you give reasons that are not the reasons. ; 

Mr. FINDLAY. I desire to ask the gentleman from Indiana a ques- 


tion. 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Indiana has ex- 


ired. 
. Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman’s 
time be extended. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iam perfectly content that the result mentioned 
by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ezra B. TAYLOR] shall follow. But 
my motive is justice to the applicant for appointment and justice tothe 
Government by a reasonable latitude being given in making selections. 

Mr. FINDLAY. lIask unanimous consent that the time of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana be extended to give me the opportunity of ask- 
ing the gentleman a question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Iask unanimous consent that the gentleman’s 
time be extended ten minutes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iam so anxious to close the debate that I do not 
want an extension of time. But if allowed I will answer the ques- 
tion of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. FrnpLAy]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Srrincer] 
asks unanimous consent that the gentleman from Indiana be allowed 
to proceed for ten minutes. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Or longer if he wants to. 

There being no objection, Mr. HOLMAN’s time was extended for ten 
minutes. 

Mr. FINDLAY. The gentleman from Indiana yields to me for the 

rpose of asking a question. I think the question asked by my friend 
from Ohio [Mr. Ezra B. TAYLOR] was a little too blunt and brusque 
a question and put too hardly to my friend from Indiana. It appears 
to me that I could ameliorate the question a little, soften it down and 

i its asperities. 

Mr.HOLMAN. You have not asked your question yet. 

Mr. FINDLAY. I ask the gentleman whether the object of his 
amendment is not to enlarge the scope of choice for a political purpose? 

Mr. HOLMAN. It isto enlarge the scope of choice, I admit. 

Mr. FINDLAY. For a political purpose? 

Mr. HOLMAN. For a governmental purpose and for purposes “f 
even-handed justice. 

Mr. LONG. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let me first ask my friend from Maryland [Mr. 
FINDLAY] a question. Does he think it a proper thing in a Govern- 
ment like ours that a citizen with fair qualifications having passed an 

shall at the age of forty-five be ineligible for appointment? 

Mr. FINDLAY. In so far as the forty-five provision is concerned, I 
am with you. I think a man should be allowed to serve his country, 
Seas forty-five years ofage. But theother proposition you are 

isan entirely different thing. I am opposed to certifying 
all ae 80 as to give the appointing officer the chance of se- 


own partisan. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Are you in favor of that for political purposes? 
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Mr. FINDLAY. Does the gentleman refer to my saying that there 
should be no limit on the age at which a man should serve his country ? 
I am in favor of that for patriotic purposes. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. Let m+ ask the gentleman from 
Marylandaquestion. Are you notin favor of Democrats holding office 
under a Democratic administration ? 

Mr. FINDLAY. I am in favor of this Government being conducted 
on the highest principles of honor and honesty, without regard to party. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I wish to ask a question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [yield the rest of my time to the 


gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER]. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I wanttoexplain what I know about this. I ask 
| for order, and then I desire to be heard. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman will yield to the gentleman 


from Kentucky [Mr. TAULBEE] for his question. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. The gentleman from Illinois had no right 
to cover a retreat in this way. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Irisetoa question of order. 
men resume their seats. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Our friends upon the other side seem to fear that 
the Democratic majority in this House is 
this civil service law. I think they ought to concede one thing to the 
Democratic party. Before they accuse us of undue partisanship I[ think 
they should be willing to divide the classified service equally with 
Democrats now that we are in power, and until the classified service 
is composed to the extent of one half of Democrats, I think they ought 
to keep perfectly quiet on this subject of civil-service reform. The civil- 
service law existed for several years before the Democratic party came 
into control of the National Government, and my observation of its 
working was that, except in a very few cases, it always resulted ‘in 
putting Republicans into oflice. 

A MEMBER. Because they had the highest averages. 

Mr. SPRINGER. After twenty-five years of Republican control of 
every department of the Government, when the Democratic party suc- 
ceeded to power it found every branch of the Government, from the 
Supreme Court down to the messengers in the Departments, filled with 
the partisans of one political party, and now I say to my friends on the 
other side, possess your souls in patience and yield gracefully to the 
inevitable course of events, which is that until one-half the classified 
service is given to Democrats we will continue to press you on this 
point. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Then that is what you are after? 

Mr. SPRINGER. We have not been unduly hasty in seeking to get 
possession of the offices of the Government. Everybody knows that 
the Railway Mail Service employs several thousand clerks who could 
be removed at any moment by the Postmaster-General—— 

Several MEMBERS. No, no. 

Mr. SPRINGER (continuing). Yet there have been no unnecessary 
removals in that service. No removal has been made to disturb the 
public service, and every removal that has been made has been for the 
benefit of the service. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Oh, that is not so. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I say that every removal made has been for the 


benefit of theservice, and the head of the Department must be the judge 
of that fact. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Ah! 

Mr. SPRINGER. Now, this civil-service law contravenes thatgreat 
provision of the Constitution which says that the President and the 
heads of Departments shall make appointments to office, for, by the 
terms of the law, that power is taken outof the hands in which the Con- 
stitution places it and given to a little coterie of four individuals, with- 
drawn from the publiceyeand from the public observation, and without 
knowledge of the requirements of the service for which the appointees 
are to be selected. My observation in public affairs is that the man 
who can best make the appointments is the man at the head of the 
bureau where the service is to be rendered. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I yield to my friend from Kentucky. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Mr. Chairman, I want the gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. SPRINGER] to continue that speech, for [ consider that it is 
full of very solid truths. My pointof orderis that gentlemen are mak- 
ing so much confusion that I am unable to hear it distinctly. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is well taken. The House 
will be in order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
at this time. 

Mr. LEHLBACH. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
[(Mr. TAULBEE]. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Mr. Chairman, inasmuch as the gentleman has 
yielded to me, I now desire to ask him the question which I desired to 
ask the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] a while ago. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. The gentleman evidently wants to 
do indirectly what he was afraid to do directly. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Oh, I am in favor of doing it directly, or indirectly, 


I ask that genile- 


seeking some advantage under 


Mr. Chairman, I have said all that I desire to say 


Will the gentleman yield for a question? 
No; I yield now to my friend from Kentucky 
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orany way it can bedone. [Laughter.] I want to ask the gentleman 
from Ilinois if one object sought to be accomplished by the provisions 
of this bill contained in lines 440 to 447 is not that individuals over 
forty-five years of age may have an opportunity to enter the classified 
civil service if found competent. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is one of the objects. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Now, as I understand Rule XII of the Civil Serv- 
ice Commission, it prescribes the limit of age and makes age one of the 
conditions upon which persons may be admitted to the examinations 
held by that commission. My question, therefore, is: Does this pro- 
vision, as explained by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN], 
reach the object songht to be accomplished by the bill? It provides 
that certifications by this commission to the heads of Departments, when 
vacancies occur, shall be made without regard to . The natural 
presumption is that these certifications shall be made from what is 
known as the eligible register; and under Rule XII of the Civil Serv- 
ice Commission no person can be placed on that register who is beyond 
the age of forty-five years. Therefore I ask again, Will this provision 
attain the desired object? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Why not? 

Mr. TAULBEE. Because of the simple fact there is no provision 
in this bill nor in the rules of the Civil Service Commission that will 
admit persons to these examinations who are beyond the age of forty- 
five. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That is a mere limitation, and this appropriation 
is made upon the condition that the limitation shall be removed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Kentucky has 
expired. 

Mr. CANNON rose and was recogni:ed. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to inquire under what rule 
we are proceeding here ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the rules of the House as to general de- 
bate. 

Mr. TAULBEE. 
have an hour? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SpRincER] 
had a portion of the time of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hot- 
MAN], and that has expired. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Then, Mr. Chairman, I desire to occupy the floor 
in my own right. 


Did the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] 


The CHAIRMAN. That the gentleman may not do at this time. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I would like to know under what rule we are now 
roceeding ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Underthernulesof the House. The Chair is ob- 


serving the rules and the practice of the House. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Was the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] 
recognized before I was ? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] was 
standing waiting to be recognized. The gentleman from Illinois is a 
member of the committee, and the Chair is observing the practice of 
the House in izing him at this time. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I would like to know by what rule the Chair rec- 
ognizes the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] when I demanded 
recognition first ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Kentucky had 
expired, and the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] was recog- 
nized. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Mr. Chairman, I was not occupying the floor in 
my own right, but by the courtesy of the gentleman frum Ilinois [Mr. 
SPRINGER }. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChairso understood. The Chair has recog- 
nized the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON], who is now entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I ask the indulgence and attention 
of the committee during the time I shall occupy, for an appropriation 
bill is at best a pretty dry subject; and although I might believe my- 
s« if able to give the committee some information that ow might be 
of interest touching the provisions of this bill, the subject is not suffi- 
ciently attractive to make me scream in order to do so. 

It is the 

DUTY OF A COMMITTEE 


preparing bills which carry appropriations to conduct the Government 
to so frame the bills that the interests of the Government will be best 
subserved. This implies, of course, a knowledge not only of our form 
of government and of existing law, but of the policy of the Govern- 
ment and its wants, not only in Washington, but throughout the length 
and breadth of the country; and when a committee commences to pre- 
pare any of these bills, especially this one, without being prepared to 
look over the whole ground and without having an intention honestly 
to recommend such appropriations under the law as will best sub- 
serve the Government, the bill which may be presented as the result 
of their labors can not be entitled to much consideration. 


DUE CONSIDERATION, % 
I have very great respect for my colleagues on the Committee on Ap- 
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propriations, and I am not here to abuse them now or at any other time 
during the course of my remarks. But I want to say at the commence. 
ment that I do not believe this bill presented by the Committee on Ap- 
propriations has received the intelligent, honest, careful, liberal consid- 
eration that it should have received before being presented to the House 
for its action. Having said that much, I want to call the attention of 
members, before I speak of the details of the bill, to its first clause. | 
hope I shall have attention while I read it: 

Be it enacted, éc., That the following sums be, and they are hereby, a 
ated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated— 

Now, mark the words— 
in full compensation for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, for 
the objects hereinafter expressed. 

I have read this first clause of the bill for the purpose of calling the 
attention of the committee to the fact that the words F 

“IN FULL COMPENSATION” 

are words that change existing law, and are subject to a point of 
order under the rules which this House voluntarily adopted at this 
session of Congress. This is nota matter of opinion. I hold in my 
hand a decision of the Supreme Court made upon these identical words 
in a bill passed in the Forty-fourth Congress, the court holding that 
these words, ‘‘in full compensation,’’ if they remain in the bill, are 
written into the law and fix the compensation of all the officers appro- 
priated for in the bill for the year, although the Revised Statutes, the 
permanent law, may give a greater or a less salary. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Has it not been the custom of the Committes 
on Appropriations to insert that language in all the legislative appro- 
priation bills since 1877? 

Mr. CANNON. Yes, sir, such has been the custom. And in each 
case year by year the Committee on Appropriations has legislated for 
the ensuing year that the amounts appropriated as salary in the bill 
should be the legal salary. For instance, take the Auditors in the 
Treasury Department. The Revised Statutes fix their salaries at $4,000 
a year. In this bill $3,600 is appropriated as such salary, and such has 
been the appropriation in similar bills since 1877. Still the law remains 
the same, except for one year. 

Now, I do not say that I stand here to make a point of order against 
these words, ‘‘in fall compensation.’’ But I call the attention of the 
House to what the bill does, and to the fact that if any gentleman does 
make the point of order upon these three words which constitute a 
change of law, then he should follow that point of order with a motion 
to increase or decrease the salaries of officers to the amounts fixed by 
the Revised Statutes. Otherwise each officer could go into the Court of 
Claims and recover the salary provided by permanent law not appro- 
priated in the bill. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Does my friend want the words stricken out 
in order that those officers whose salaries are reduced may go to the 
Court of Claims? 

Mr. CANNON. Not atall; butas the chairman of the subcommittee 
did not explain the bill in some respects, it is my duty, as I am vpon 
that committee, although in the minority, to explain this bill so far as 
these various changes of law are concerned, for it is only at this session 
of Congress that it has been written into your rules that there should 
be no legislation upon this or any other appropriation bill. 

Mr. KANDALL. Will the gentleman allow me to say a word” 

Mr. CANNON, Certainly. 

Mr. RANDALL. If the gentleman will examine the report pre- 
sented along with this bill, he will see it was unnecessary for the gen- 
tleman from Indiana to touch upon this subject, as every change of 
existing law embraced in the bill is noted in that report. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman point out—I have read the re- 
port—where the words ‘‘in full compensation’’ are included in this 
report? 

Mr, HOLMAN. Every change in the appropriation bill is in that 


rt. 

Mr. RANDALL. Under the heading of every department. 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. The specific from the salaries 
provided by the current appropriation act are pointed out in the report, 
but nowhere in the report is the attention of the House called to the 
change of existing law made in the bill by the insertion of words re- 
ferred to in the first clause. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do ret wish further to interrupt the gentleman 
from Illinois in his speech, and I only did so for the purpose of calling 
attention to that fact. 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly; and you call attention toa fact I am not 
speakingabout. Now the fact I was speaking about is that this legis- 
lation ‘‘in full com ion ’’ is not referred to in the report at all. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is that a new provision, that it was necessary to 
call attention to it ? 

Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman from Illinois said that whoever 
made the point of order on these words would have to follow the bill 
and make a motion to change and correct it. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. And restore the salaries which have been re- 
duced. 

Mr. RANDALL. Yes; and to restore the salaries. Now I wish to 
call attention to the fact there has been no concealment, for it is sct 
forth in each case in the report. 


ppropri- 








1886. 


Mr. CANNON. Ihave been exceedingly unfortunate in making my- 
self understood or my friend from Pennsylvania is not as bright as he 
is on most occasions. 

Mr. RANDALL. Perhaps the latter reason is the right one. 

Mr. CANNON. The report does state changes so far as salaries are 
concerned where they differ from the salary fixed in the appropriation 
act for the year 1836 ending June of that year, but does not call atten- 
tion to changes contemplated from salaries fixed by permanent law. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That is, over the last law. 

Mr. CANNON. This bill, Mr. Chairman, as the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] said, recommends a reduction in appropria- 
tions of $811,455.63 under asimilar appropriation act for the current 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1886. 

There are a good many 

CHANGES OF SALARIES 


in it, notwithstanding the rule of the House. Some are put up and 
some are put down, and in amount the increases and decreases are sub- 
stantially equal. There are as many increased as decreased. 

Now, the next is the 


SHORT SESSION OF CONGRESS, 

expiring on the 4th of March, 1887, and there is not so much money 
needed for the coming fiscal year for the Senate and House as during 
the present long session. The reduction in the Senate is $35,421. 

Senators’ clerks are omitted also. You remember the contests we 
have had over that item for a good many sessions of Congress. Each 
Senator not chairman of « committee has a clerk payable from the 
appropriations for this fiscal year. The House has always made the 
fight against that provision and has 


ALWAYS BACKED DOWN, 

not having the courage to demand for itself what it concedes to a co- 
ordinate branch of the Legislature. True, we have dropped this item 
out of the bill for the Senate, but some time between this and the ad- 
journment my Brother HOLMAN will get up and say, after some travail 
and a great many conferences, the Senate insisted on the item of clerks 
for Senators and the House was compelled to recede. Sir, with your- 
self and other members of the House J. will get up here and vote to re- 
cede, and thus we will tend to make a distinction between the Senate 
and the House which the Constitution does not make. 

The net reduction in the House of Kepresentatives is $27,000 in round 
numbers. There are some slight increases of salaries in this over- 
burdened House that my friend from Indiana spoke of, and it has to be 
remembered that there are 

MORE EMPLOYES IN THE HOUSE NOW 

than there ever were before since the organization of the Government. 
The bill recommendsa decrease of salaries of a few of the House employés. 
The tally clerk of the House receives this year $3,000, and is cut down 
by this bill to $2,500. The newspaper clerk is cut down to $1,440, I 
believe, from $2,000, and two or three other employs are cut down. 
Then two or three or four are put up alittle. Well, what will be the 
result? Why, when we reach these provisions in the bill those who 
are put up a little will remain as recommended. We will then by 
amendment restore the salary of those who are cut down by the bill. 
But in the mean time it will have gone to the country that my friend 
from Indiana, Judge HOLMAN, acting for the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, has reported a bill to the House of Representatives which con- 
tains a reduction of salary of $500 for the tally clerk and $560 for the 
arse, 2 clerk, and then we will all be happy. [Laughter.] They 
who have had their salaries put up will not be sorry, the Committee on 
Appropriations will not be sorry, because they will have had the credit 
of makinga reduction in the expenditures of the Government, and those 
who have been reduced in salary will not be sorry, because they will, 
byamendment, get just as muchas they had before. And this is states- 

i Now, it takes some service on the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to learn how to do such things, and as I do not want this commit- 
tee to be a close corporation I tell you about it. 

The next item is expenses and 

SALARIES OF COLLECTORS OF INTERNAL REVENUE. 


The reduction there is $50,000, and that is right. It might have 
been, I think, possibly $20,000 more. The expenditures for 1885 for 
collectors of internal revenue were $20,000 less than is recommended 
in this bill for the coming year. In other words, after you make this 
reduction of $50,000 for the collectors of internal revenue you still have 

000 recommended by this bill more than was expended in 1885. 
the next item of reduction in appropriation is the salary and 
expenses of and storekeepers $50,000. The committee might 
have red item $87,000 more and then it would not have been 
any less than was expended in the last fiscal year. So these reductions 
are well enough as there is plenty of margin there. 

Again, reductions by transfer to the sundry civil bill on page 50 of 
this bill of —— &e., $20,000. Now here comes another 
reduction: at Ph phia—for wages of workmen and adjust- 
ers and contingent expenses, $75,000. Then for the mint at Carson, 
sitaton New” and contingent expenses is stricken out entirely, 

Now, gentlemen, this reduction is not going to do any hurt; 
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and the only wonder to me is that the Committee on Appropriations 
did not report at least $100,000 more reduction, and I will explain why 
You recollect the law that we passed several years ago authorizing the 
coinage of silver dollars; it contained a permanent appropriation for 
the coinage of the silver dollar; and whenever this appropriation for 
coinage falls short the Department resorts to the permanent appropria- 
tion, which stands one year after another without reference to our ac- 
tion, and make up theremainder. True, we Republicans in the Forty- 
seventh Congress had an idea that it was proper to appropriate outright 
for this purpose, so as to let the country see what amount was expended ; 
but it makes no difference in the amount that will be expended. 

The next item of reduction is in the expense of the Utah Commission, 
$5,000. The committee had 

NO INFORMATION 

as to the propriety of that reduction. Another reduction is in the 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, the agents and clerks, which you will 
find at page 64 of the bill, $42,020. 
For per diem in lieu of subsistence of agents in the Quartermaster- 
neral’s Office on account of settlement of claims, there is a decrease 
of $18,000; quite a large reduction; and right enough, too, for the rea- 
son that this is the force that work on the so-called 4th of July claims. 
You understand what they are. They are nearly all disposed of. For 
three or four years past we have been reducing this force rapidly, and 
I hope within a year or two at furthest that business can be entirely 
closed up. 


PENSION OFFICE, 

Another decrease is in the salaries of the Pension Office—in the ag- 
gregate $145,650; decrease of the per diem and traveling expenses for 
one hundred and fifty special agents and clerks detailed (page 10 of the 
report), $70,000; making over $210,000 decrease in the Pension Office. 
This decrease is explained in the report. In the law for this year mak- 
ing an appropriation for this force it was provided that the places of the 
first one hundred and fifty clerks that were removed or dropped out of 
the service in the Pension Office should not be filled. That was made 
permanent law. 

Now, 1 want to say another thing about this 

PENSION OFFICE FORCE. 

In the first session of the Forty-seventh Congress, in 1882, in the law 
making appropriation for 1883, we made an appropriation for the force 
of this Pension Office, increasing it from $900,000 in round numbers to 
nearly $2,000,000 on an estimate, which I have in my hand, submitted 
by the Commissioner of Pensions and the Secretary of the Interior, that 
if we gave that additional force, multiplying the force by two, doubling 
it, and half as much more—that in three years the office could dispose 
of the accumulation of pension cases, and that then the force could be 
reduced to less than it was before we increased it, namely, a force in- 
volving an expenditure of $900,000, Well, the three years—yes, four 
years—have passed, and this bill recommends an apprep.iacion for the 
Pension Office for the fifth year, and the only reduction is $210,000 in 
round numbers. And that is put on in this bil’ because tle law auso- 
lutely directed it should be put on. Otherwise it would not have been 
here, because the estimates for clerical force from tiie Pension Office 
come fully up and are a little more than they ever were. 

For one I shall not move to 

TO DECREASE THE CLERICAL FORCE 


in the Pension Office until the Commissioner of Pensions and Secretary 
of the Interior submit an estimate for decrease, or until a committee 
of this House makes a thorough inquiry and reports that such decrease 
can be made without delaying the allowance of pension claims. But 
while I say that, I want to be exactly fair and to give you my opinion 
that if this appropriation for clerical force was for any bureau other 
than the Pension Office the appropriation would be decreased at this 
session of Congress by at least a niillion dollars. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. CANNON. Yes sir. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I agree with the gentleman we should be very cau- 
tious about reducing the force in the Pension Office. But I will ask 
him this question, if he does not think we ceuld consistently with the 
best interests of the Pension Office dispense with the assistant chiefs of 
divisions, twenty-four of whom are enumerated on page 82 of the bill 
at $1,800 each ? 

Mr. CANNON. I will say to my friend from Kentucky, as I said a 
moment ago, I am not going to move to cut this pension force down until 
the Commissioner of Pensions and the Secretary of the Interior recom- 
mend the decrease or until there is an inquiry by Congress intelligent 
and thorough that shows a decrease could be made and ought to be 
made. In further answer to the gentleman’s question I say that the 
estimates for the Pension Office ask for an increase rather than a de- 
crease of clerks. 

Mr. Chairman, before I pass to the consideration of other matters I 
feel it my duty to call the attention of the House, as I have heretofore 
done at this session of Congress, that it is costing in the Pension Office 
and kindred offices at the rate of 

$5,000,000 PER ANNUM 


and over to transact the business in connection with the allowance and 
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payment of pensions, most of which is spent in assisting or obstructing 
claimants in the allowance of their claims. The trouble is that we 
justly owe a great many soldiers of the late war pensions who can not 
make the technical proof required by the Pension Office to establish 
their claims. 

Sir, it is time for Congress to intervene and by positive enactment 
clear away the technicalities and obstructions created by the practice 
of the Pension Office which keep so many men who deserve pensions 
off the pension-roll. In my opinion no Commissioner of Pensions likely 
to be appointed will materially modify the regulations and practice, 
and I fear the tendency on the part of some of the employés of the 
office is and has been to obstruct or postpone the allowance of claims, 
for the moment this business is disposed of their occupation is gone 
and they would have to find other employment. Iam calling attention 
to this matter not to unduly criticise the Commissioner of Pensions or 
the force under his control, but that this House may understand the 
responsibility is upon it if this condition of affairs continues. 

The Senate of the United States has performed its duty by passinga 
bill which provides that 


EVERY SOLDIER 
of the late war who saw three-months’ service and was honorably dis- 
charged and is or shall become disabled from any cause and is de- 
pendent upon his own exertions for support, or upon the contributions 
of others not legally bound to support him, shall have his name writ- 
ten upon the pension-roll. 

The responsibility is upon the House. The Republican side of the 
House is ready and anxious to pass the bill, and I say to the Demo- 
cratic side of the House you are in the saddle, you have the majority, 
and if you fail to pass this bill or assist us to pass it, in my opinion you 


will and ought to receive the condemnation of the country. If we pass 
this bill we can 
SOON DISCHARGE A LARGE PART OF THE FORCE 


in the Pension Office, which now constitutes in one sense a civil pen- 
sion-list, and pay the money to the men who are entitled to it. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. ‘Would not that impose more labor on 
the Pension Office ? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, no. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Why not? 

Mr. CANNON. Because the proposed act contemplates the placing 
of every soldier coming within its provisions upon the pension-roll with- 
out further proof as to the origin of his we 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. How much would it cost? 

Mr. CANNON. My best information is that it would cost about 
$10,000,000 a year. Covering about one hundred thousand cases, and 
averaging the pension at $8 a month, which is about the average of those 
now on the roll, the amount would be somewhat less than $10,000,000. 
However, I did not intend to discuss that matter now, and I merely 
touch it incidentally in passing. 

Mr. STEELE. ‘The minimum pension is $4. 

Mr. CANNON. Yes, but I am averaging it for the purpose ofanswer- 
ing the query of the gentleman from New York. 


SURVEYOR-GENERAL. 

There is a large reduction made in the office of the Surveyor-General, 
$45,812. Thisis the appropriation for survey of thepubliclands. You 
gentlemen from the Territories and the newer States will know whether 
that is wise or not. The committee took the estimate of the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office, who recommended this reduction, and wrote 
it bodily into the bill. 

The assay office at Saint Louis is dropped out entirely $6,500. The 
contingent of the Treasury Department is reduced $18,000, properly, I 
think, because for the fiscal year 1885 they did not spend more than 
the amount recommended in the bill. 

In the office of the publications of the Records of the Rebellion there 
is a reduction of $9,200, which I presume is proper, as that work is well 
under way. 

BUREAU OF LABOR. 

! wish now to refer to one or two matters in which I think there ought 
to be an increase of appropriation. One isthe Labor Bureau. As gen- 
tlemen know, that bureau is organized this year forthe first time. The 
first report of the Commissioner has just been ordered to be printed, and 
those who have seen advance sheets speak very highly of it. Gentle- 
men all understand who the Commissioner of Laboris, a man of national 
reputation, formerly at the head of the labor bureau in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. I have met him occasionally, and I want to say that I be- 
lieve he is the right man in theright place. Whatwe wantof the Labor 
Bureau is not this man’s theories or that man’s theories, but facts. We 
can make our own theories, but we require facts, and this gentleman 
I think is intelligently, earnestly, and industriously engaged in collect- 
ing facts. This year for the first time he submits an estimate for a 
force and an appropriation. His estimate in round numbers is for about 
$90,000. The committee recommend less than half that sum. The 
chief of the Labor Bureau was before us and made a wonderfully clear 
and effective statement of what he intended to do. 


LETTER FROM COMMISSIONER OF LABOR. 


And I send to the Clerk’s desk a copy of the letter written by him to 
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the Secretary of the Interior, which outlines the work that he proposes 
to do during the next fiscal year if the money recommended to be appro. 
priated in the supplemental estimates of the Secretary of the Interior. 
which I can not this instant lay my hand upon, should he voted by 
Congress. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU oF Lazor. 
Washington, D. C 

Sir: I have the honor to recommend the following investigations for the seo 
ond annual report of this bureau: 

1. An investigation into the number, causes, duration, results, and other feat. 
ures of all strikes occurring in the United States since and including the year 
1881. . 

2. An investigation into the hours of labor, wages paid, method of payment. 
tours of duty, the condition, &c., of railway cmployés on all railroad systems jy, 
the United States. 

3. An investigation as to the kind and the amount of work performed in tho 
penal institutions of the several States and Territories of the United States and 
the District of Columbia, the methods under which convicts are or may be en- 

»loyed in such institutions, and as to all the facts pertaining to convict labor ani 
its influence upon the industries of the country. 

4. An investigation into the distribution of products, the cost of producing and 
distributing such products, so far as the Jeading articles of consumption are con- 
cerned, tracing each article from its production to its consumption, and gathe; 
ing all the facts as to cost and methods of distribution. 

5. An investigation into the employment, wages, condition, &c., of the women 
workers of great cities. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, ro obedient servant, 
CA LL D. WRIGHT, Commission 

The honorable the SecrETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


Mr. CANNON. Members who have given attention to the reading 
of that letter will see that the investigation which this Commissione: 


proposes to make with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior is 
a broad one. 








Mr. ROMEIS. Why do you cut down that estimate? 
Mr. CANNON. The gentleman from Ohio asks why we cut that 
down. Is the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] in the House? 


[Langhter.] Well, suffice it to say that the majority of the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations refused to allow the amount of the estimate, and 
cut it down over one-half. I think, without mentioning any names, 
that the view of some statesmen upon that committee is that it is well, 
where they do not agree as to the policy of the law, to regulate it by 
refusing appropriations or giving small appropriations. Now, I do not 
say there is any member of that committee who does not recognize the 
value of the work of this Bureau of Labor; but I do say that the major- 
ity of that committee, after full discussion in the subcommittee and 
in the full committee, so far as I am allowed.to refer to the matter, re- 
fused to increase the appropriation beyond that named in the bill. | 
gave notice then, as I give notice now, that when this item is reached 
in Committee of the Whole, I shall move to 


APPROPRIATE THE FULL AMOUNT 


of the estimate; because, I say again, what we wantis facts. Various 
questions are pressing upon us with great force forsolution. The coun- 
try, with its population of 60,000,000 or 65,000,000, israpidly growing; 
our industries are diversified; we have half of the railroads in the 
world; our wageworkersare increasing by hundreds and thousands every 
year; and as matters growing out of these industries press for solution 
there must be action by Congress, action by State Legislatures, action 
by the force of public opinion. And what we want is education, not 
only for the laboring men but for the men who do not labor. We want 
the facts honestly gathered and intelligently collated, so that we may 
have reliable data, and when we come to legislate, when we come to 
form public opinion, which is higher and greater than legislation, leg- 
islation can be had and public opinion formed in the light of facts which 
are unquestioned ; and these facts we must gather ourselves if we would 
obtain them. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Will the gentleman allow me to inquire whether 
the attention of the committee was called fully to the objects and ne- 
cessity of this proposed investigation? 

Mr. CANNON. I will answer the gentleman so far as it is proper for 
me to do so without stating what took place in the committee-room. 
The Commissioner, Mr. Wright, was before the subcommittee, and we 
had a long sitting and a very interesting one. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. If he was before the committee, I have no doubt 
the objects and purposes and necessity of this investigation were fully 
laid before the committee. 

Mr. CANNON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. And after they had been so laid before the com- 
mittee the majority cut down the estimate? 

Mr. CANNON. Well, I will say the amount reported in the bill is 
a little less than one-half the estimate. . 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I want the country to know that. That is all. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, I think the majority of the House, when this 
amendment is offered in Committee of the Whole, will agree to appro- 
priate the amount of the estimate. 1 intend to give the House a chance 
to do it by offering the amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. If you do not, I will. 


NULLIFICATION OF CIVIL-SERVICE LAW. 


Mr. CANNON. I come now to speak of the provision in this bill 
changing the civil-service law. It is legislation on an appropriation 
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pill, and therefore against the rule. Our Democratic committee insert 
the appropriation for the Civil Service Commission and then put a limit- 
ation on the use of the money. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. In other words, they boycott the law. 

Mr. CANNON. Yes; thatisit. The clause referred to appropriates 
the money for the salaries and expense of the Civil Service Commission, 
and then follows the proviso. It is in these words: 


Provided, That this appropriation shall be available only when the rules of the | 


Civil Service Commission are so framed as that the names of all applicants for 
official appointment from any one State, found duly qualified on examination, 
and without regard to age, shall be sent to the head of a Department or other 
officer charged with making an appointment. 


Now, before the money appropriated can be used for the support of the 


Civil Service Commission, the President must, under this proviso, mod- 


ify their rules so as to send in the names of all those who have passed 
an examination, without reference to age. 


The gentleman from Indiana claims that these rules have not the 


binding force oflaw. That claim can not be successfully made. 


that— 

It shall be the duty of said commissioners to aid the President as he may re- 
quest in preparing suitable rules for carrying this act into effect. 

I will not read it all. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. The gentleman from Indiana proposes to in- 
duce the commissioners to change theirrule by presenting to them the 
argument that if they do not change it they will get no money. 

Mr. CANNON. Precisely. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. It is only arguing with them; that is all. 

Mr. CANNON. It ispretty much such an argument as was addressed 
tome by my schoolmaster when I was a little fellow and wanted to 
play hooky. He said to me, “‘ Young man, go in or you will do with- 
out your dinner.’? I went in. 
persuasion, that is all; but it was effective. And in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Maine I will say I have no doubt this Civil Service Com- 
mission, if this law be passed as recommended by the committee, will 
modify their rules and take their salaries, or rather the President will 
modify the rules. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. They are human. 

Mr. CANNON. Thereare two sections of thestatutes which author- 
ize the President to make these rules, and under the ruling of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States in reference to the Army regulations, 
where the —_— is not so slear as the power conferred upon the Presi- 
dent to make the rules here, all gentlemen understand those Army reg- 


luations have been declared to have the force and effect of law by the | 


courts. So, then, if this provision is written into this appropriation 
bill by this House of Representatives it will be because you do it in 
defiance of the rule which prohibits riders on appropriation bills. 

Mr. Chairman, at the second session of the Forty-seventh Congress, in 
1883, when both the House and Senate were Republican, 


THIS CIVIL-SERVICE LAW 
was passed in the Senate under the lead of Senator Pendleton, and we 
passed it with a rush thro the House, the Democratic side of the 
ee > ema the lead of Mr. Cox, of New York, supporting it with 
great . 


President Arthur appointed the commission and the law was put in 
force. The object was 


TO PROHIBIT POLITICAL ASSESSMENTS, 
give a more certain tenure to those employés in the service holding cleri- 


cal positions, and to select persons for appointment in such public serv- | 
ice according to merit from the different States, and without regard to | 


the politics of the appointees. The rules were adopted in good faith to 
put the law in force by President Arthur. One of these rules provides 
that where there is a vacancy, the head of the Department shall notify 
the Civil Service Commission, whereupon the commission shall send 
the names of four ns who passed the highest examination from the 
State entitled to the appointment, from which one shall be selected by 
the head of the Department for appointment. It was contemplated by 
the law and regulations that the politics of the applicants should not 
be known and should not be considered in making the appointments, 
and will not be if the law is executed in good faith. 

The Civil Service Commission states in its report made last January 
that the law has been fairly enforced. I am satisfied in the main this 
is true and that it will be found wherever it is not true that it has been 
under the operation of some special rule not in harmony with the sys- 
tem of rules. 

DEMOCRATS DO NOT APPROVE OF CIVIL SERVICE. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am satisfied that Democrats generally do not 
approve of the civil-service law, or its enforcement, and that generally 
t tatives want the law so enforced or changed that 
be appointed to these positions to the exclusion of all 
and that too without regard to comparative merit. To give 
thatsentiment the provision under consideration is to be placed 
a upon the appropriation of money for the salary of the civil- 
service commissioners. So that when there is an appointment to be 
made, and the Civil Service Commission is notified, it shall send up 
forty, fifty, or a hundred names, all the names it has on the list from 
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The names of all the applicants who had passed the examination were 
[Laughter.] It was a little forcible | 
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the State entitled, from which list the selection of one is made for 
pointment, and then information can be given as to which is the Demo- 
crat in the list that is agreeable to the Democratic member or Senator 
and he can be appointed. 
rhis would be a nullificati« 
worse than its direct repeal. 
This is not a matter of speculation. 
that such would be the case. 


up 


mn, a destruction of the law, and much 
I have the direct proof at hand 

For several years past we have author- 
hundred and fifty special pension exam- 
iners, the law providing each year they should be authorized and ap- 
pointed only for that year, the expectation being each year that they 
would finish their work and go out of the service, but so far that ex- 
pectation has not been realized. In practice from year to year these 
| special examiners have been reappointed. 


LITICS A QUALIFICATION. 
My fellow-townsman and constituent, General Black, was appointed 


a ae aoe : ars _Let | Commissioner of Pensions last year, and I notice it is reported in the 
gentlemen refer to section 2 of the civil-service act, where it is provided papers that in the investigatior 


1 before the Senate committee he tes- 
tified that out of seventy-four or seventy-five new appointees designated 

| by him this fiscal year all but three or four were Democrats and that 
he did not know the politics of the three or four. Now this could not 
happen under the rule we have been discussing, but I find that the ap- 
pointments of special examiners were not made under that rule, but 
under a special rule substantially the same as is proposed to make uni- 
versal by the rider on this bill. 


sent to the Commissioner of Pensions, thus giving him the chance to 
select Democrats only for appointment. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. 
him? 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. If the whole list is sent up, and other 
things are equal, and the administration can get a good man and one 
of its own friends, what objection can the gentleman have to that one 
| being appointed ? 
| Mr. CANNON. I will give an answer to the gentleman from Iowa, 
and after a while I will treat the question more fully. is because 
your party almost unanimously helped enact this civil-service law, and 
so long as it remains upon the statute-book let it be fairly and fully 
enforced as every officer takes an oath to support it. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. The object of the civil-service law was not, 
as I understand, to appoint either Republicans or Democrats. 

Mr. CANNON. Precisely. 
| Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. It was not to divide the appointments be- 
| tween members of the two partiesand has no reference to politics what- 
; ever, 

Mr. CANNON. Precisely. 
| Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I say, then, if other things areequal, what 
} objection can there be to the administration appointing its own friends 
from among the number of those who have passed a suitable examina- 
tion? 
Mr. CANNON. I will say that a fair construction of this law and 
the rules made under it as long as it remains upon the siatute-books 
| prevents any officer of the Government from inquiriug the politics of 
any man who comes for appointment. Now, I wish to give the gen- 
| tleman a broader answer than that, and I can do it. 

You elected in 1884 a President—— 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. You mean in 1876. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh; well, if the gentleman wants to go back to 
1876, so be it. I am discussing this proposed legislation; and if the 
gentleman does not want to fairly discuss it, and wants to switch off 
to a political question and discuss that all along the line, I will be 
with him, if he will yield me some of his time. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa. I have not intended to switch the gentle- 
man off, but I want an answer to that question. 

Mr. CANNON. Then I will decline to be interrupted for the pres- 
ent, say for the next five minutes, while I answer the gentleman’s ques- 
tion. 

You elected a President in 1884 uponacivil-service platform. Heis 
the head of your party, and I am inclined to think the most popular 
man with the country in your party. However, that is not saying a 
great deal for him; and however much I may regard him and you per- 
sonally, I have a poor opinion of you all politically. [Langhter.] 

Mr. BEACH. ‘There is no love lost. 

Mr. GIBSON, of West Virginia. You know from your own experi- 
ence how mean politics are. 

Mr. CANNON. I do not desire to be interrupted for the present. 
Soon after Mr. Cleveland’s election, and before he was inaugurated, 
this letter was addressed to him by George William Curtiss and others: 

LETTER FROM GEORGE WILLIAM CURTIS AND OTHERS? 


NATIONAL Urvit, Services Rerorm LEeaGcv: 
Orrice, No. 4 PINE STReer, 
New York, December 20, 1884. 
Sm: We have the honor to address you on behalf of the National Civil Service 
Reform League,an association composed of citizens of ali parties, whose sole 
purpose is indicated by its name, and which takes no part whatever inany party 
controversy. 


Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt 


it 


ee oe ea 
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The vast increase in the namber of persons engaged in the civil service and 
the grave mischief and danger aaa from the general proscription in the 
service which for half a century has followed the change of party contro! of the 
national administration have produced so profound an impression — the 
public mind that the first effective steps toward reform were taken with the co- 
operation of both parties in the passage of the reform act of January 16, 1883. 

The abuses which that act seeks to correct, however, are sostrongly entrenched 
in the tradition and usage of both parties that there is naturally widespread 
anxiety lest the party change in the national Executive, effected by the late 
clection, should show them to be insuperable. But, believing as we do, that the 
reform system can not be held to be securely established until it has safely 
passed the ordeal of such a party ehange,and recalling with satisfaction and 
confidence your public expressions favorable to reform, and your official acts as 
the chief executive of the State of New York, we confidently commend this 
cause to your patriotic care in the exercise of the great power with which the 
Ameriean people have intrusted you, 

Respectfully yours, 



































Mr. HOLMAN. In regard to the time I would like to say—— 

Mr. RANDALL. I would not let a public officer do anything tha; 
the light of day could not see, or which was not permitted every ma) 
to see the next day in the public press. 2s 

Mr. CANNON. I agree with my friend from Pennsylvania in th»: 
It was not fair dealing; it went upon its mission in secrecy. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman fio), 
Illinois be given additional time. 

Mr. RANDALL. Give the gentleman from Illinois all the time }yo 
wants, say thirty minutes. There will be no difficulty about the time 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to extending the time of th. 
gentleman from Illinois ? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. CANNON. Iwill yield tomy friend presently. I want to com. 
plete my answer to the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. Chairman, that confidential circular that was ashamed to Jook 
fair men in the face was, in my opinion, intended to bring such charges 
of offensive partisanship and other charges against officials as would 
enable the Postmaster-General to turn them out without giving them a 
chance to be heard and at the same time not offend the independent 
friends of the President or embarrass the President on account of the 
letter he had written to them in December previous. The result was 
in almost every town, village, and hamlet the smut machines were 
set in motion, and the product that was ground out served as a basis 
for action and is now concealed in the files of the Departments. | 
trust the time will come when the files will be cleansed and disinfected. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. I understand that no honorable Dem- 
ocrat has taken advantage of that order. [Laughter and applause. } 

Mr. BUCHANAN. ‘No honorable Democrat,’’ but all the rest did 
[Renewed laughter. } 

Mr. HENLEY. That is equivalent to saying that nobody has takeu 
notice of it. 

Mr. REED, of Maine. The law can not take any notice of so smal! 
a list. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, Mr. Chairman, keeping in view the civil-serv- 
ice law, the letters and messages of the President, and the confidential 
circular of the Postmaster-General, what next do we find? We find 
General Black, Commissioner of Pensions, by his own testimony appar- 
ently keeping within the letter of the civil-service law in the designa- 
tion of special pension examiners, deliberately disregarding and violating 
the law in spirit. ‘The letter killeth but the spirit maketh alive.”’ 

What is the President todo? Nothing? 

Mr. STEELE. He gets married. [Laughter. ] 

A MempBer. And goes a-fishing. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Do you or do you not call getting 
married nothing? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, the operation of this special rule in 
the hands of the Commissioner of Pensions produces partisan appoint- 
ments in the classified civil service. The Democratic Committee on 
Appropriations, by the provision—the rider—on this bill, proposes to 
make that special rule, producing such results, the general rule tov :\- 
ing all appointments under the civil-service law. Does the Democrat. 
House feel called upon to enact this provision so as to relieve the Pres- 
ident from embarrassment—that President who so far has made no 
protest against the nullification of the civil-service law by his Com- 
missioner of Pensions or Secretary of the Interior ? 

Is this provision placed upon the bill at the request of the Presi 
dent? Are these appointments made under thecare of General Black— 
the President’s subordinate—in pursuance of the President’s pledge in 
his letter to Mr. Cartis and others, ‘‘ that this and all other statutes 
should be in good faith and without evasion enforced ?’’ 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I ask my friend from Illinois if General Black. 
Commissioner of Pensions, has appointed any special examiner not cer- 
tified to him by the Civil Service Commission ? Does he not in every 
instance, when there is an office to be filled, call upon that commission 
and they certify the names? 

Mr. CANNON. I said, if the gentleman had done me the honor to 
listen to my remarks, that the appointments are professedly under the 
civil-service act. But all the names were sent up, and as the result o! 
those appointments the Commissioner of Pensions testifies himself, 
reported in the papers, that seventy out of seventy-four were Demo- 
crats. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Let me ask my colleague—— 

Mr. CANNON. Let me finish this matter and on _— e. J 
am not here attacking General Black personally. I am here attacking 
him for his official action in connection with the enforcement of tle 
civil-service law; and I am here to call attention to the declarations 0: 
the President of the United States, and to show how the President 0! 
the United States stands quietly by saying, ‘‘Good Lord, help me to 
cubpeniniend tak aiiaaenaiine he is enforcing it in good 
faith, while he permits his subordinate to drive through it with a four- 
horse team. then back again, in full light of the noonday sun. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I ask the gentleman from Illinois this ques- 
tion. Among ali the special examiners found in the service when the 
present Commissioner of Pensions took office will the gentleman name 


GEORGE WILLIAM CURTIS, 
President, 

WILLIAM POTTS, Secretary, 
JOHN JAY, 
MOORFIELD STOREY, 
J. HALE PLEASANT, 
W. W. MONTGOMERY, 
EVERETT P. WHEELER, 
FREDERICK CROMWELL, 
MORRILL WYMAN, Jr., 
CARL SCHURZ 
SILAS W. BUR 
A. R. McDONOUGH, 
WM. CARY SANGER, 
WILLIAM W., AIKIN, 

Executive Committee. 

Ton. Grover CLEVELAND. 


A few days after, Mr. Cleveland addressed this letter in reply: 


ALBANY, December 25, 1884. 

Dear Str: Your communication, dated December 20, addressed to me on be- 
half of the National Civil Service Reform League, has been received. 

That a practical reform in the civil service is demanded is abundantly estab- 
lished by the fact that a statute, referred to in your communication, to secure 
such a result has been passed in Congress with the assent of both political par- 
ties, and by the further fact thata sentiment is generally prevalent among pa- 
triotic people calling for the fair and honest enforcement of the law which ane 
thus been enacted. I regard myself pledged to this because my conception of 
true Democratic faith a ic duty requires that this and all other statutes 
should be in good faith and without evasion enforced, and because in my utter- 
ances made prior to my election as President, approved by the party to which I 
belong and which I have no disposition to disclaim, I have in effect promised 
the people that this should be done. 

Iam not unmindfal of the factto which you refer, that many of our citizens 
fear that the recent party change in the national Executive may demonstrate 
that the abuses which have grown up in the civil service are ineradicable. I 
know that they are deeply rooted, and that the spoils system has been supposed 
to be intimately related to success in the maintenance of party organization, 
and I am not sure that all those who profess to be the friends of this reform will 
stand firmly among its advocates when they find it obstructing their way to 
patronage and place. 

But fully appreciating the trust committed to my charge, no such considera- 
tion shal! cause a relaxation on my part of an earnest effort to enforce this law. 

There isa class of Government positions which are not within the letter of 
the civil-service statute, but which are so disconnected with the policy of an ad- 
rmuinistration that the removal therefrom of present incumbents, in my opinion, 
should not be made during the terms for which they were appointed solely on 
partisan grounds and for the purpose of putting in their places those who are 
in political accord with the appointing power. 

But many now holding such positions have forfeited all just claims to reten- 
tion because they have used their places for party purposes in disregard of their 
duty to the ple, and because instead of being decent public servants they 
have soovell themselves offensive partisans and unscrupulous manipulators of 
local party man ment. 

The lessons of the past should be unlearned, and such officials, as well as their 
successors, should be taught that efficiency, fitness, and devotion to public duty 
are the conditions of their continuance in public ae and that the quiet and 
unobtrusive exercise of individual political rights is the reasonable measure of 
their party service. 

If | were addressing none but party friends I should deem it entirely proper 
to remind them that, though the coming administration is to be Democratic, a 
due regard for the people’s interest does not permit faithful party work to be 
always rewarded by appointment to office, and to say to them that while Demo- 
crats may expect all proper consideration, selections for office not embraced 
within the civil-service rules will be based upon sufficient inquiry as to fitness, 
instituted by those charged with that duty, rather than upon persistent impor- 
tunity or self-solicited recommendations on behalf of condiietes for ap»oint- 
ment. 

Yours, very truly, 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 

Ilion. GrorGe WiLL1AM Curtis, President, &c. 


Afterward he was inaugurated, and there were more expressions of 
devotion to the civil-service act. Not only was the civil-service law to 
be enforced in good faith, but its vitality and spirit was to pervade the 
policy of the President as to other offices not in the letter of the civil- 
serviceactand regulations, Yet, Mr. Chairman, two monthsdid not pass 
by until one of the members of his Cabinet issued a circular, not in 
open day to let the full, bright noonday light shine upon it, but ‘‘con- 
fidentially,’’ in which he invited Democrats who wanted office, and 
that took in pretty much all the party [laughter], to make charges of 
offensive partisanship or other charges against such persons as 
wanted to get out of office, and in proof of same file ex parte affidavits, 
secretly obtained, which since that time have been zealously guarded, 
so that they should not see the light of day so far as the public is con- 
cerned. 

Mr. RANDALL. There is only one mistake about that letter and 
that was the word ‘‘ confidential.’’ 

Mr. CANNON. I agree with the gentleman that was not commend- 
able. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
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a single one who was a Democrat? In other words, is it not the fact 
that all the special examiners selected under this pretended civil-service 
reform law were Republicans—not a single Democrat among them? 

Mr. CANNON. I answer my friend, so far as I have knowledge, in 
the negative. I understand that a portion of them were Democrats. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Among the special examiners? 

Mr. CANNON. Iso understand. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I understand there was not a single Democrat 
among the special examiners. 

Mr. CANNON. Iam assured by gentlemen all around me that there 
were. ButI do not care whether there were or not. My friend, as 
usual, when I attempt in good faith to discuss a question of national 
policy showing what the law is and what is the practice under that law, 
resorts to his ordinary tactics of attempting to show the Republican 
party or somebody else did something as bad as the matter to which at- 
tentionisbeingcalled. Thatdoesnotproveanything. If that was true 
as regards the Republican party under this law it was wrong. But does 
their wrong action justify his administration in doing wrong, especially 
when it is so zealous in pretension? 

Mr.SPRINGER. Did mycolleague [Mr. CANNON] condemn it when 
his were doing the wrong? F 
r. MORRISON. Oh! we are expected to be better. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CANNON. One word in conclusion touching this civil-service 
matter. I am asked if I object that you, being in the majority, feel it 
is your duty to repeal this civil-service law and to go back to the old 

m. You are the judges. But I want you to march up like men 
and vote to repeal that act. Do not undertake to do it surrepti- 
tiously. Do not undertake to nullify it. Do not undertake to puta 
rider on an appropriation bill and starve it to death; that is not the 
manly way to doit. Have the courage of your convictions. Do not 
attempt to say to the Civil Service Commission, ‘‘ Unless you nullify 
the law you shall not have the money.’’ Bringin your bill and repeal 
the law, if you have votes enough. That is the manly way to do it. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HOLMAN. L[hope my friend will answer the question I pro- 

to him a while ago. 

Mr. CANNON. I will if I have time. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Trusting that the House may be as indulgent 
to 7 I yield fifteen minutes to my colleague from Llinois [ Mr. Can- 
NON]. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My friend has spoken about the appropriation for 
the Labor Bureau. 

Mr. CANNON. I would rather that my friend would let me finish 
- matter of the civil service, and then I will come back to the Labor 

ureau. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman can put this where he pleases. I 
simply wish to call attention te the fact that the appropriation for that 
bureau for the present year was $40,000, while the appropriation for 
the coming year is $53,220; $13,220 more than the appropriation of the 
current year. That is all I wish to say. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, yes. I stated all that. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I understood the gentleman to say that we had 
cut down the estimates one-half. 

Mr. CANNON. Substantially one-half. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Therefore, I think it is very proper that the 
gentleman from Indiana should show that we have increased the 


amount. 

Mr. CANNON. This Labor Burean has never been in existence be- 
fore this year, and this is the first year that it has presented any estimate. 
The bureau comes now, at the end of its first year, as directed by us, 
and tells us that it requires $90,000, and you refuse it and give only 
about half as much. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I want to call the attention of my associate 
[Mr. CaNNon] to the fact that Mr. Wright, the Labor Commissioner, 
came before the committee, in view of the disturbed condition of the 
country presenting new subjects for investigation, and presented a sup- 
plemental estimate. 

A HOLMAN. We appropriated $25,000 to begin with, and then 

Mr. CANNON. Now I want to be fair about this civil-service act. 
I was in Congress at the time it passed, and I voted for it. I had very 
grave doubts whether it would result in good; but it was the sense of a 
majority of the Republicans, and of the other side of the House almost 
unanimously, that the experiment ought to be tried, and I voted for it. 
I want to say, further, that this act applies substantially to but four- 

thousand of the one hundred and twenty thousand officials in this 
country—those fourteen thousand being nearly all engaged in clerical 
service. I know there is a impression throughout the length 
and breadth of the country that it applies to all the offices, and I know 
& great ae find it easy when their constituents come to 
(now they have come into their kingdom) for offices, and 
there is not more than one office for every two hundred appli- 
cants—I know, I say, that find it easy to sit back and damn the 
fLangh .| That is the easiest way to get out of 

it. Still the fact remains that the law applies to only from 12 to 15 per 
cent. of the offices, though undoubtedly much of its unpopularity with 


d 


Democratic office-seekers results from the belief that it controls substan- 
tially all the offices. 

I want to say further that I have been agreeably surprised at the 
operation of this civil-service act, applied as it has been merely to the 
people holding clerical positions. We all understand what it means to 
hold a position of that kind in one of the Departments here at Wash- 
ington or in the great offices of the Government. A man falls into a 
groove, he is isolated from his home, if he has a profession he forgets it, 
if he has not he very rarely gets one, he goes around in the tread-mill 
month after month and year after year. If I hada boy I would rather 
he should work at $10 a month than come here and take one of these 
positions—I was going to say I would rather see him dead. In a short 
time most of these employés get so that they have no politics. 

The experience has been that a large percentage of the clerical force 
haschanged politics almost as quickly as the administration has changed. 
Yet these clerks in the main perform their work wei!. Many of them 
have first-rate ability for the work they have todo. Now, if this law 
was properly backed up and supplemented by an honest effort to im- 
prove it, I believe that in the end it would do great good; but has there 
been any investigation made with a view to improving it? No. With 
this law upon the statute-book, with the clerks and employés in the 
great offices of the Government 

RELIEVED FROM POLITICAL ASSESSMENTS 

to which they were formerly subject under all parties, and holding their 
places so long as they give satisfaction, they can afford to do better work 
and for a less price than was formerly paid them; and, after consider- 
able investigation of the subject, having for six years assisted in the 
preparation of the legislative appropriation bill, I state it as my delib- 
erate opinion that if the Committee on Appropriations, intending in 
good faith to carry out this civil-service law, had commenced in De- 
cember last inquiring all along the line as to the wants of the public 
service and had discovered where salaries could be decreased because of 
the permanency of the positions and relief from assessments heretofore 
imposed, the character of the service in the Departments and the great 
offices of the Government might have been improved and at the same 
time the cost reduced fully 25 per cent. But has there been any dis- 
position to make that kind of aninvestigation? No. On the contrary 
a disposition has been manifested to indirectly repeal this law, without 
the House having the courage to do it directly. I do not believe the 
law will be repealed. I believe it should not be repealed. 

Mr. RANDALL. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. CANNON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. RANDALL. Do you believe that all persons who wish to enter 
the postal service of the United States, which is classified, should be 
excluded on the ground of age if they are over thirty-five years old, or 
that persons desiring to enter the customs service should be excluded 
if they are over forty-five? 

Mr. CANNON. I will say to my friend from Pennsylvania that the 
railway-mail service is not under the civil-service law. 

Mr. RANDALL. I say that under the regulations as to the ‘‘class- 
ified postal service’’ a man is excluded if he is over thirty-five years of 
age. 

Mr. PETERS. A man over that age can not stand the work. 

Mr. RANDALL. Withcat regard to mental or physical capacity, 
he is not allowed to be examined for that service. 

Mr. CANNON. The railway-postal service is not under the opera- 
tion of the civil-service law, and never was. If there be a regulation 
of the Post-Office Department on this subject which is objectionable to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, let him go to the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral and get the rule modified. The law is silent as to age. 

Mr. RANDALL. If the gentleman will permit, I will have the rule 
read. 

Mr. PETERS. The experience of the Post-Office Department has 
demonstrated that an applicant for such a position if over thirty-five 
years of age is not available—can not stand the work. 

Mr. RANDALL. I ask that the rule be read. 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly; let it be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

2. No one shall be examined for admission to the classified postal service if 
under sixteen or over thirty-five years of age, excepting messengers, stampers, 
and other junior assistants, who must not be under fourteen years of age, or to 


the classified customs service, or to the classified departmental service, if under 
eighteen or over forty-five years of age; but no one shai! be examined for ap- 


| pointment to any place in the classified customs service, except that of clerk or 


mrssenger, who is under twenty-one years of age; but these limitations of ago 
shall not apply to persons honorably discharged from the military or naval 
service of the country, who are otherwise duly qualified. 

Mr. RANDALL. Those rules with regard to the ‘‘classified postal 
service’? apply, as I understand, to all offices where the employés ex- 
ceed fifty. ; 

Mr. CANNON. So I understand. 

Mr. RANDALL. There is as to that ‘‘classificd postal service’’ this 
disqualification: No man who is over thirty-five, whatever may be his 
mental or physical capacities, can enter the service in any of the post- 
offices of the country where there are more than fifty employés. 

A MEMBER. Except those who have served in the Army. 
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Mr. RANDALL 

Mr. CANNON. 
would remind him that he is now talking about an entircly different 
service from that which he spoke of in the first instance. 

Mr. RANDALL. Iam talking about applicants for office and about 
the regulations which disqualify for these places a large body of Ameri- 
can citizens, without reference to their mental capacity or physical 
strength. 

Mr. CANNON. The rule, as he says, applies to clerks in post-offices 
where there are more than fifty employés. It does not apply to rail- 
way postal clerks. 

Mr. RANDALL. I never said that it did. 
in the post-office in my city. 

Mr. CANNON. I want to say again that if these rules need modi- 
fication let a Democratic President, who professes to have a regard for 
the law and is in harmony with the other side of the House, modify 
them. I wish to repeat, as I said a moment ago, that an honest en- 
forcement of this law, re-enforced by an intelligentappropriation, would, 

I am satisfied, enable us to decrease the cost of the service 25 per cent. 

Mr. RANDALL. Ido not want to embarrass the gentleman, but 
[ asked him whether he was in favor of this restriction as toage. He 
has not answered that question, but has referred it to Mr. Cleveland as 
the Chief Executive of the country. 

Mr. CANNON. Iwillreplytothegentleman. There are some men 
over thirty-five who are perfectly competent for clerkships; there are 
some men over sixty and someover seventy who would make good clerks. 

sut there should be some general rule, and all rules work a hardship 
in some cases. Perhaps the age of thirty-five is too young to be fixed 
as the limit. The President has full power to change the rule in this 
or any other respect. 

Mr. RANDALL. Does not the gentleman think that such a provis- 
ion, when applied to men such as I have named, who are entirely qual- 
ified, is indefensible? 

Mr. BAYNE. If the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNon] will 
allow me, I would like to suggest that if my observation is correct the 
civil-service law has not affected very seriously the post-office in the 
city of my colleague, Philadelphia—— 

Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman is entirely mistaken. 

Mr. BAYNE. Waitonemoment. The fact, as I understand, is that 
since the nomination and appointment of the Democratic postmaster at 
Philadelphia, Mr. Harrity, there have been about sixty made 
in that post-office under the civil-service law; and, if the public prints 
ire correct in their statement of the affair, every one of the sixty who 
passed the examination and was accepted into that office under the civil- 
service law was a Democrat. 

Mr. RANDALL. Whenever the gentleman relies on his own knowl- 
edge and states it as fact I will answer him. But he must not take up 
the statements of a partisan press and retail them here as facts. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I say without equivocation that I am advised 
Mr. Harrity has in no instance avoided or disregarded the civil-service 
law. Nor has he in any way acted except in harmony with that law. 

Mr. BAYNE. I do not say that Mr. Harrity has, but it is a remark- 
able conjuncture of circumstances. My colleague has no reason to com- 
plain of the civil-service law as affecting his district. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. I should like to have the men who have grown 
up in the doctrines of the Democratic cause considered when applica- 
tions for office come up. [Applause.] 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The time of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
CANNON] has expired. 

Mr. McCOMAS. The country has experienced fifteen months of 
Democratic rule. Congress has been in sessionsix months. The party 
in power is not agreed on any question in which the people take a 
rational interest. On questions of currency, the coinage, the civil-serv- 
ice law, the internal revenue, the remedy for illiteracy, interstate com- 
merce, the tariff, there is open antagonism in the ranks of the admin- 
istration party. ‘To this discord and the utter helplessness of the party 
‘in power is due much of the discontent and depression in the country. 

All legislation may—the most important, the raising of the revenue, 
the appropriation of money, must, originate in this House. 

The Democratic party controlling this House and the Presidency are 
responsible to the people for what is done and left undone. With no 
fixed policy on current questions and a fatal facility for taking the wrong 
side of new questions, the experiment of trusting it with power is a 
failure. It has not risen to the responsibility of a governing party. 

The President appears to lack confidence in his party. The majority 
in this House in many ways has shown that it does not trust the Presi- 
dent. Heretofore it repudiated his sound recommendation about coin- 
age. 

The bill we are considering has a rider which will abrogate the civil- 
service law which he commends. 

This proviso to the appropriation for the Civil Service Commission is 
contrived to starve that commission into a surrender to the spoilsmen. 
Instead of sending to the appointing power from the list of any State 
the four highest names with the right to select one, hereafter the com- 
mission must send all the names of all the applicants who passed ex- 
amination with the right to select one. If the Commissioners refuse to 
nullify the law, they can not draw their pay. 


They are excepted, of course, and properly so. 


I know that it applies 


| 
} 


You propose to starve out competitive examinations and substitute 


In reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I | pass examinations, and by attaching the rider to this bill you decla;, 


that you are ready to starve out the executive, judicial, and legislative 
functionaries of the Government, to nullify the civil-service law. 
course from the twelve handred names now on the lists only Deno- 
crats urged by Senators, Members, and powerful Democratic leaders 
would be selected. Influence, not merit, would determine all appoint- 
ments. Twelvethousand Democrats would soon beon the lists. Ox), 
Democrats need then apply. When my colleague on the committce 
[Mr. HotMan] who has charge of this bill discloses his purpose to 
equalize the offices between the parties he plansto have none but Dem- 
ocratsappointed. When he announces that politics, not merit, must eon- 
trol, it is hypocrisy to retain the forms of the law. It would be more 
manly to attack the law openly. If this proviso be carried the spoils 
system is thereby restored in all the Departments. The civil-seryjce 
rules now cover only one-eighth of the offices. ‘The Democrats all oye; 
the country are rapidly, steadily getting allthe rest. Pass this proviso, 
and the machinery of the commission becomesa useless expense. Let 
my colleague as a true economist follow up his advantage. Let him 
abolish the commission and their clerks, for their offices will be sine- 
cures. 

Let us go back to the passing of this law under a Republican adminis- 
tration. 

When that able and sayacious statesman and diplomat, Mr. Kasson, 
of Iowa, presented the civil-service bill as it had passed the Senate, 
Democrats incontinently trod on each other’s robes as they rushed to 
prostrate themselves before the new idol of civil-service reform. 

I read from the REcoRD: 

Mr. Cox, of New York. Now I propose in good faith to my friend from Iowa 

Mr. Kasson], inasmuch as there has been already an extended debate on th 


ill in the Senate, that we may forego the debate in this House and at once ; it 
the bill on its passage 


Or 


ze. : 
Members on both sides of the House. Thatis right. [‘ Vote!” 


“Vote 


Why do you desert the colors now? Why doyou nowsay, “ give us 
a clean sweep, and away with the Mugwumps?’’ 

Mr. NEECE. I do assert that the rule is wrong that gives any pref- 
erence to any one class of the people over another; that would put in a 
lot of school-teachers and exclude others. 

Mr. McCOMAS. I say if there be a discrimination in favor of intel- 
ligence and against mere party service, if there be a discrimination in 
favor of capacity as against mere obligation to leaders here or elsewhere, 
that discrimination is far less objectionable and far better for the coun- 
try. Ifthe gentleman objects that the most of the school-teachers are 
in my party, so much the better for the Republican party. 

What an extraordinary spectacle! Within sixty days the President 
transmitted to Congress the third report of this commission, approving 
its suggestions to extend the civil-service rules to additional offices 
and commended the system to the liberal care and jealous protection 
of Congress. ‘To-day his party friends are trying to starve out th 
commission by a rider on this appropriation bill. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. May I ask the gentlemzn a question ’ 

Mr. McCOMAS. I will yield for a question only. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Where do you find any such change as 
youassert? Pointout, if you can, wherein this provision of law changes 
the present civil-service rules so far as the qualifications are concerned! 
and that is the chief point in it. 

Mr. McCOMAS. Why, that is just the very thinnest pretense, and 
I say it with all respect, that I have ever heard on this floor. This 
proviso substitutes pass examinations for competitive examinations, and 
the competitive feature is the essence of the law. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Will you answer the question? 

Mr. McCOMAS. The gentleman from Indiana in charge of the bi!! 
has said that if the effect of this is to be an equalization of the offices 
and put in more Democrats he will be glad. ‘That is the real purpose 
of the proviso, to put in Democrats only, and that will be its effect. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Iam sorry the gentleman from Mary- 
land feels called upon to come to this side of the House for his authority. 
I did not apply to the gentleman from Indiana for information, but to 
him. 

Mr. McCOMAS. Why, thissays that after a mere pass examination 
to get on the list the appointing power may select at will every Dem- 
ocrat of the whole number who worked for my friend in New York, 
every one who aided in circulating the placards of Burchard’s speec! 
all over the State to help elect Mr. Cleveland President, who worked 
for the party in New York in that campaign; every one of these Dem- 
ocrats who has sufficient intelligence to pass the examination may ve 
put upon the rolls to displace that many Republicans. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York. Would the civil-service board pass them ’ 

Mr. McCOMAS. They would be compelled to pass if qualified, and 
the namesof Democrats only would swell the list of eligibles and would 
be sent in by the thousands to the appointing power from the list !0r 
my friend’s State. No, Mr. Chairman, it is too plain. The sole pur 
pose of this proviso is to nullify the civil-service rules. 

I not for the Republicans in office. They are rapidly decrea- 
ing. While they remain in they are of no benefit to their party. 
I have no concern for those who, to keep their have abjured their 
party faith. For my party’s sake it were far better if all Republicans 
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were turned out of officeinaday. But this question rises above party. | their party friends just in time to become active emissaries in every Con 
[ plead for the civil-service rules under all administrations in the in- | gressional district this fall. They have reversed themselves. They are 
rorest of the people. When honestly enforced these rules have worked | for civil service or spoils just as they are in or out. It does not content 
admirably in their limited scope. When ignored bad results have fol- | them to know that their zealous partisan Commissioner of Pensions has 


lowed. : ; i | already so adroitly evaded the law as to put in nearly all Democrats. 
In my own State in all parties there isa growing sentiment in favor | The majority here want a clean sweep. 

of this reform. Under this administration, in Maryland as elsewhere, | Mr. RANDALL. Will the gentleman allow me a word right there ? 

it has been weakened, evaded, perverted, abused, but these very fail-| Mr. McCOMAS. Yes, sir. 

ures demonstrate its vitality. | Mr. RANDALL, I believe I have a right to say what I said in the 
Mr. COMPTON. May I ask my colleague « question ? | committee. Ifthe gentleman was present he will recollect 


I was not. 
Mr. RANDALL. Well, those who were there will remember that 
when the matter was recently under discussion I said that there was, 
perhaps, more occasion for a thorough civil-service examination in con- 
nection with these offices than with any other o 
ernment. 
Mr. McCOMAS. Then I understand th 


Mr. McCOMAS. Yes, sir. | Mr. McCOMAS. 

Mr. COMPTON. Will my colleague be good enough to tell us when | 
and where the civil-service law has been evaded in the State of Mary- 
land, and by whom? 

Mr. McCOMAS. I will say tomy colleague that the question which 
he puts to me in all kindness shows he himself was so engrossed in the 
occupations with which he is busied, and the cares for an anxious con- 
stituency who throng the corridors seeking office, that he has not had | vania [Mr. RANDALL] to say that he believes this proviso ought to be 
time to read the account of the meeting at Baltimore the other day, struck out. 
and how the late postmaster at Baltimore, in personal character and Mr. RANDALL. 


ffices under the Gov- 





ntleman from Pennsyl- 


I believe this, that these examiners who are here 
provided for would be more properly subjected to a civil-service exam- 
ation than any other officers of the Government—necessarily so because 
of the character of the matters which they are called upon to investi- 


gate. 


efficiency in office worthy of high praise, was charged publicly by the 
Civil Service Society in that city, in the presence of Mr. Lyman, one 
of the Civil-Service Board, with having called for the whole list of eligi- 
bles for the purpose of appointing Democrats only under the civil-serv- 
ice rules; and the late postmaster is reported in the Democratic press But I am free to say that the administration of the civil-service law, 
to have confessed he had made quite a clean sweep of Republicans, and | through the regulations made by the Commissioners, have a good deal 
appeared proud to have left his successor an office nearly Democratic. | tempered and cooled my admiration of the law. [Laughter. | 
Every one at that meeting, and the press, Republican and Democratic, Mr. McCOMAS. But will the ardor of the distinguished chairman 
concluded there had been an evasion of the civil-service law. The best | of the committee go with me far enough to vote to strike out this pro- 
of the Democrats admitted it; that it had been beautifully worked so | viso? 
that the Democrats should get in and nobody else. Mr. RANDALL. You will see when the vote is taken. [Laughter. ] 
Mr. COMPTON rose. I have not changed my mind on that, and I do not know that I shall 
Mr. McCOMAS. Notyet. I say again to my colleague with all re- | change my vote. 
spect if he will go with me from those mountains which I love, and Mr. McCOMAS. But my honored friend on the subcommittee, the 
wherein the President now lingers, through our whole State and down | gentleman in charge of this bill [Mr. HoLMAN], was at that time, when 
to Worcester to the sands of the ocean, I will on the journey overwhelm | the civil-service rules were applied to these special examiners, in the 
him with Democrats who will complain that the administration of the | forefront of the battle to shorten debate and press the House to a vote 
civil service with its Higginses and Thomases, and its evasions of the | on Mr. RANDALL’s amendment. He at that time distinguished him- 
spirit and letter of the law, is such that they have come to regard it as | self by putting these very officers under the civil-service rales, but to- 
a mere farce to talk about the civil service reform of thiscountry. Now |} day I find him, not recanting his civil-service zeal, but bitterly fighting 


what is my colleague’s further question? civil service. Has not your partisan Commissioner of Pensions done 
Mr. COMPTON. The gentleman has by no means given a square | the best he could? Has he not appointed more than half Democrats? 
answer to my question. Do you want the whole earth? Yes, you want a ‘‘ clean sweep.’’ 
Mr. McCOMAS. What is the second question? I have specifically Mr. BOUTELLE. I understand the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
answered your first question. [Mr. RANDALL] to say that the administration of the civil-service law 


Mr. COMPTON. I donot propose to ask a second question. Iwish | since he made these remarks in 1884 has dampened his ardor. 
to say this in reply to what my colleague has said about the evasion of Mr. RANDALL. Oh, I don’t believe the civil-service law has been 
the civil-service-reform law in Maryland. As to the Higginses and | honestly administered by the Republican party. 
Thomases, they are not civil-service officers and have nothing to do with Mr.BOUTELLE. Isupposed you referred to the administration that 
this question. has been in power since you quote these remarks in 1884. 
Mr. McCOMAS. That is not a question, but an argument. I Mr. RANDALL. I was of that opinion, and in the light of more his 
yielded for a question. tory and greater time spent in studying the subject, I am still of the 
Mr.COMPTON. I think the gentleman will find if he will turn to | same opinion. 
the columns of the Baltimore Sun, in which the investigation to which Mr. McCOMAS. [I have already reminded you of the very case in 
he has referred is reported, he will there find, not by a Democratic, but | point, where members of a Democratic House, along with Republicans 
by an independent, fearless paper, the declaration clearly made that | here, voted in 1884 to put under the civil-service rules officers whose 
Mr. Veazie was not sat down upon by the Civil Service Commission, | appointment was provided for under a bill then pending; and a Repub- 
but, on the contrary, maintained himself, and his conductas postmaster | lican Senate accepted that proposition, a Republican President signed 
of Baltimore, to the entire satisfaction of all the fair-minded people of | the bill, and a Republican Commissioner of Pensions put it in force. 
that city. Mr. RANDALL. And it has been asserted here to-day, and not con- 
Mr. McCOMAS. I yielded only that my colleague might ask his | tradicted, that not a single Democrat secured office under the terms of 
question, and that I might state what civil-service reform in Maryland | that act. 
amounts to, My friend has heard much of that. He has heard it Mr. REED, of Maine. That was flatly contradicted. 
right and left in that State. But this system, having been so abused Mr. McCOMAS. I too deny it. I could produce the names of a 
there and elsewhere, is still in the hearts of the people, gaining force | number of Democrats who were appointed under that law, and under 
and strength for the business administration of the offices of this Gov- | « Republican Commissioner of Pensions after civil-service examination. 
ernment. Mr. RANDALL. I am not asserting the fact myself; I say it has 
Here and there in this bill we are asked to drop clerks within civil | been asserted here to-day 
service grades and to provide clerks below the civil service grades of |} Mr. REED, of Maine. And you said it was not contradicted, which 
salary, not to save money, but to make more Democratic patronage. is not accurate. 
Another proviso is more frank. Two years ago the Democratic ma- Mr. RANDALL. I did not hear anybody contradict it. 
jority feet te- on amendment to the legislative, executive, and judicial | Mr. REED, of Maine. Oh, there were atleast a dozen. 
iation bill, offered by the distinguished chairman [Mr. RAN-| Mr. McCOMAS. Now I wish to remind the gentleman from Penn- 
DALL] and supported by my colleague on the committee | Mr. Ho1- sylvania that he would have us believe weare now under a wise Dem- 
MAN], insisted that the one hundred and fifty special pension examiners | ocratic administration; and an expression of his which I was about to 
we then vided should be selected under the civil-service rules, to | read has very great pertinenc« On May 29, 1834, said Mr. RAn- 
prevent the Republican Commissioner of Pensions from appointing his | DALL: 
| 
i 





party favorites as political agents. 
Under a Republican administration I voted to extend the civil-sery- 


This proviso here remo these appointments [the special pension exam- 
iners| from the civil-service rules. ‘Therefore, to test the sense of the commit- 








ice law to these new offices. The House passed it. the Republican tee, 1 move to strike out the first proviso. Let me ask the gentleman if the best 
Senate it, tl bli Presi ¢ signed “4 the Republic: way to judge of the capacity of applicants for this service is not by following 
adopted it, Repu ican Presiden sign it, © LEpUdlicay | the rules of the Civil Service Commission ” 


Commissioner of Pensions followed strictly the law; but the adminis- 
tration has changed. To-day the same Democratic leaders provide by 
another rider on the same bill that the same one hundred and fifty 


Let me ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania whether the best way 
to judge of the capacity of applicants for this service is not by follow- 
special pension examiners shall no longer be selected by competitive | ing the rules of the Civil Service Commission to-day under Cleveland 
examination, but by the Democratic Commissioner of Pensions, from | as he believed it under Arthur ? 
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Mr. RANDALL. The clause of the civil-service regulations which 
makes this distinction as to age I consider in the light of a rotten branch 
upon a healthy tree; and I, for one, propose directly to take whatever 
hatchet I may find near at hand and chop it off. [Applause. ] 

Mr.McCOMAS. Yes, I believe the gentleman will proceed directly; 
but the committee indirectly means to grub up the wholetree. [Laugh- 
ter and applause.] That is the purpose of this proviso. 

But toresume. You made that pledge in 1876, in 1880, and in 1884; 
and now when a Democratic reform administration has the chance to 
administer civil-service reform in all its purity and efficiency, you turn 
your back upon that piedge of your platform to civil service. 

The Democratic politicians may decry it; the people do not. I be- 
lieve that the great mass of the generous and enlightened people I rep- 
resent, without distinction of party, believe that their Government has 
a right to the service of trained, honest, and capable officials; believe 
that the minor offices of the Government should not be filled by the 
favorites of a few party leaders; believe that these places should be open 
to the whole people, the poor as well as the influential, by competition 
of merit. 

In 1876, in 1880, in 1884, to get power you pledged your party by its 
platforms to civil-service reform. Now that you are in possession of 
the Government you would throw off the mask and array your party 
against it. But the reform will survive. It has come to stay. 


ONE PLEDGE REDEEMED. 


Candor compels me to admit that you have képt one pledge of your 
platform of 1884. I refer to its declaration ‘‘ that change is necessary 
is proved by an existing surplus of more than $100,000,000.’’ 

The last Democratic President had left the Treasury empty, worse 
than empty. So the platform pithily pledged the party to do it again, 
to get rid of the surplus. Apparently you have redeemed that pledge. 
Without repealing a tax, without taking off acustoms duty, without lift- 
ing a single burden from the people, in a single year you have wiped 
out as with a sponge the surplus revenue. 

Said President Garfield on this floor: 

There are two committees of this House that stand, if I may so speak, with 
their backs to each other and facing in opposite directions. One is the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. That committee faces out upon all the business of this 
country from which a revenue can be had. They ask the nation this one ques- 
tion, Where can we get arevenue to supply the machinery of this Government, 
to fill the Treasury as it ought to be filled? And they apply to all of the people 
of this country, to all its wealth, to all its trade, to all its commerce, and ask 
what contributions shall be gathered and how they shall be gathered from the 

le. 

Peput that committee wants one thing before they start out upon this inquiry— 
they want the figures, the sum total. And they turn to the other committee 
which stands back to back to them, the Committee on Appropriations, and in- 
quire of that committee how much money must we give you to run this Govern- 
ment for the coming year? And they get the figures from the Committee on 
Appropriations. That committee says to them, we will require so many mill- 
ions of dollars, 

The first scene in this spirited drama is presented to-day and there 
isa new meaning init. We behold the eminent chairman of the Ways 
and Means [ Mr. MORRISON] and the eminent chairman of the Appro- 
priations [Mr. RANDALL] standing to-day with their backs to each other. 
they are indeed literally facing in opposite directions on the tariff. 

The other scene, the fruit of Garfield’s long experience on this floor, 
is omitted. The Ways and Means Committee do not turn to all the 
Committees of Appropriation and ask how much money must we give 
you to run this Government for the coming year. ‘‘ The eye can not 
say to the hand, I have no need of thee.’’? Had they turned and ex- 
amined they might have withheld a tariff-revision bill based on an as- 
sumed enormous surplus revenue. Let this House then turn and look 
the other way, after six months of session, to see whether the revenue 
will indeed exceed the appropriations for the coming year. 


THE SURPLUS EXPENDED. 
The report of the committee on the new Morrison tariff bill says: 


The expenditures for the fiscal year 1885, foshoding pensions and the legal re- 
quirements of the public debt, were $305,830,970.34. Neither “the actual needs 
of an economical administration of the Government nor the patriotic —- 
tions ¢/ the people justify a of this enormous annual expen ture, 
and we may safely estimate annual surplus to exceed $30,000,000." 

Upon this estimated surplus, by enlarging the free-list and reducing 
duties it is hoped to re. ice the customs revenue more than $25,000,000 
annually. 

This legislation is based upon the results of 1885; but the estimates 
of expenditure by the administration for the year 1887 largely exceed 
the actual expenditure for 1885. 

The first Democratic President since Buchanan in his first message 
to Congress, for the first time since the war reported that there was an 
estimated deficiency for 1887. 

Secretary Manning reported that as com 


Republican rule the receipts had fallen nearly $25,000,000 ($24, - 


829,163.54), while expenditures had increased more than $16,000,000 


($16,100,690.78). For the year 1887 he estimated the ex itures at 
$339,589,552.34, and estimated ordinary receipts at $315,000,000, 
whereas the Ways and Means Committee assume asurplus of $30,000, - 
000. The highest fiscal authority of the Government 
mated deficit for 1887 of $24,589,552.34. Instead of one hundred mill- 
ions surplus there is fear, just fear, of a large deficit. “ 


The river an 





with the last year of 


an esti- 


Now turn to the appropriation bills already passed or reported to 
this House. They will increase this apprehension. The agricultura) 
the Army, the Military Academy, the District of Columbia, the Indian 
bills as they passed this House, show slight reductions as compared 
with the current law for 1886; the consular and diplomatic and the Post. 
Office bills a marked increase, exceeding the reduction made in the leg- 
islative, executive, and judicial bill now before the House as compared 
with the current law for 1886: 

The amount of regular annual appropriations made at the last 
NSE SUED IEE 1 ocindisccnicsigresidh tienanpincinngiobdsetpercnceseniginacccepcneces 
The permanent annual appropriations as reported by the Treas- 
UFF AEROURE FOF 1BTE 00.)........ccccseseccocoreseessvesecesscsneseresescssemesessceere 118,154,728 69 
Making the total appropriations for 1886..........c00-..00-0..0.. 337,750,011 x 

The pension appropriation law for 1887 isan increase over 1886 of. 15,754) 200 0» 

harbor bill for 1987 is an increase over 1886 (when 

SD ee ecrtiettnintinerttvntgtniessnssincinrneatintvtaperbbeccecveinssss: 
On the basis of 1886 the aggregate appropriations which have 
already passed this House for 1887 and those to come will 
The Navy bill as reported is $11,849,858.70, and the naval con- ‘es 
struction bill as reported is $6,425,000, aggregating $18,274,858.70, 
= oa - the law for 1886, which was $15,070,837.95, in the sum 
for De cinntsthescoreqpestecnrennonanesecenine catiinpeeenemeonstgpinebeessorete s000es 


The coast and harbor fortifications bill may readily increase that 
of 1886 for 1887 more than 


15, 142, 100 00 


3, 204, 020 75 


4, 000. 000 90 
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The deficiency bills for 1887 will exceed those for 1886 more than.. 4, 000. 000 00 
The public buildings and all miscellaneous aquvtgeuiians will 
show an increase over 1886 for 1887 of more UhAN......000cee 5, 000,000 00 
The total appropriations for 1887 will therefore exceed...... 384, 850, 2 2 
To meet this enormous appropriation we find the amount of esti- — 
ee ee aati rtrccerncedingscorseenargstenncwrenséseeinvccqeces 315, 000, 000 00 
And the amount of estimated postal revenues for 1887.... 47,542, 252 00 
The total estimated revenue being for 1887 only 362, 542, 252 00 





TARIFF REVISION THEREBY IMPOSSIBLE NOW. 


With a deficit of twenty-two millions between estimated revenues 
for 1887 and the actual appropriations for 1887 what a mockery of the 
prostrate business, the distress of the people, the unemployed labor of 
this country is it for the tariff tinkers to cry for a cutting down of sur- 
plus revenue. With such a deficiency what excuse is there for the elo- 
quent gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] saying that the 
problem before us is to reduce these excessive revenues? ‘That problem 
has been solved by this Congress. The surplus has been squandered 
by the extravagance within this Hall and has shrunken with the shrink- 
age in business outside. To-day and for the next year we need tlie 
present tariff for revenue. In this year of depression our highest duty 
is to secure and maintain for the American people the advantages re- 
sulting from highly paid labor. 

In a year when liker is crying out for fewer hours and higher wages 
you dare not overwhelm our people with the products from abroad ot 
labor at half wages and twelve or fourteen hours per day. Ata tint 
when the crops of the farmers bring the lowest prices known during the 
century, when the dairy industry cries out for relief against olemarg:- 
rine, and the wool-clip has steadily fallen in value, you say to the farme: 
you will take away his home market, you will filibuster on this {loo1 
against a bill tu save the cows and milk and butter of his farm in order 
to befriend the oleo manufacturers, and you will ruin the sheep lius- 
bandry of the nation. 

We could not if we would reduce the tariff revenue now, and th: 
project of tariff reform is as futile and hollow as your treatment of 
civil-service reform. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM ALSO A FAILURE, 

What then of your third great campaign pledge of administrative r 
form? ‘The people heard your ery ‘‘ turn the rascals out,’’ and Ict you 
in to look at the books. You control every Department. You have 
put in the heads of every bureau and the chiefs of every division. You 
have steadily turned out experienced men to put in new men wherever 
the civil-service law itted or could be evaded. You have ignored 
the laws protecting Union soldiers in office. 

The new Secretaries, the new Commissioners, the new assistants an 
deputies, the new Comptrollers, the new Auditors, the new heads and 

efs reported promptly that the books were correct to a penny, ani 
they now report the estimates for appropriation to run the Government 
during the next year. It is true there was a proclamation of economy 
at the outset. 

The Executive Mansion setthe example. Three clerks were cut 01). 
but one of them is put back on this bill at an increased salary, au\! 
the —— for the White House will this year greatly excee! 
that of last year. The carriages, ho.ses, and drivers were put away 
with ostentation, but already some of these have been restored, an 
nearly every Department clamors for a larger contingent fund, whic’ 
is the sure temptation toextravagance. There was a loudly-advertise 
reduction of the number and salaries of all custodians of public build- 
ings throughout the land. Much clamor was made in the press abou! 
30 per cent. reduction herein. But a the old number of men and 
the same salaries were restored, and the di will be paid in the 
deficiency bill this year. The administration received the credit 0! 
this reform, the chance to fill the places anew, and spent as much 
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money, and for the next year quietly demand more than 30 per cent. 


The oft-repeated warnings of the chairman of the Ways and Means 


more money than the Republican administration ever expended for this | [Mr. MorRISON] that the majority were not sent here to spend more 


quietly swell the deficiency bills. 
You taught the honest Democrats to believe that the offices were 
overcrowded with useless employés at high salaries, and that the mis- 


sion of your y, returning to power, was to decrease the offices and | 
es. But the very agents you put in place to do this | 


reduce the 
work report that your cry of ‘‘retrenchment and reform’’ was cam- 


ea higher salaries. 


Take these estimates I hold in my hand atrandom. The whole book | 


is a surprising tribute to the efficiency of Republican rule. 
Turn to the Navy Department. Here they want an assistant Secre- 


tary at a handsome salary, an increase of the salary of the chief clerk | 


of the Bureau of Construction and Repair, an increase of the salary of 


the draughtsman, the assistant draughtsman, and the assistant mes- | 


senger; they want three additional draughtsmen. All this when they 
had to spend $25,000 in England for a plan of a single ship by an Eng- 
lishman. They call for more than thirty-five millions of dollars for the 
Navy. 

Here we find the Commissioner of Pensions demanding that all the 
salaries of all the chiefs of all his divisions be increased, and insists that 
an increased force is necessary in the War Office for searches of records. 

The Commissioner of Patents calls for one hundred and two addi- 
tionalemployés. Heappeals forincreases of salaries all along the line— 
$500 more for the assistant commissioner, $250 more for the chief clerk, 
$500 more for the law clerk, $500 more for the financial clerk, and an 
increase of $100 more for all the model attendants. He wants an addi- 
tional tribunal of appeals in the Patent Office, with three judges at ade- 
quate salaries. 

Turn to the United States Treasurer, who asks an increase of the 
salaries of some of his subordinates and insists that their compensation 
is not commensurate with the work done. He protests that the sala- 
ries paid under Republican rule are less than salaries paid for like serv- 
ices by private establishments with much less responsibility. 

The of War asks an increase of salary of $250 for his chief 
derk, of $400 for his disbursing clerk, of $400 for each of his three chiefs 
of divisions, and of $200 for each of three assistants to them. 

This ery for increase of salary runs along every line of administra- 
tion. 

To administer the executive, legislative, and judicial offices of the 
Government the new adminstration demand fifty-three more offices than 
under the Republican administration were provided for the last year, 
and they require more money than last year, although, if we regard the 
decrease of interest on the public debt, the last year was the most ex- 
pensive since the war. 

But I will not weary the House with a recapitulation of all the calls 
for new offices and higher salaries made by the new administration. 

It is fair to state that the bill before us by the economy of the com- 
mittee, and the reduction in the Treasury mainly by the decrease of 
employés in the internal-revenue service to accord with decreased busi- 
ness in that branch, the decrease in the Quartermaster-General’s Office 
by decrease of war claims, and closing unnecessary mints and assay 
offices, makes substantial reductions. But this same bill grants many 
of the increases of employés and some of the salaries. 

Taking all of them together, the estimates of the new administration 
to run all the Departments of the Government for 1887 exceed the ap- 
propriations for 1886 more than $56,000,000. 

Omit the river and harbor bill, for whose extravagance this House is 
responsible, and still we find the new heads of the Government, with 
professions of ** retrenchment and reform,’’ demanding for the next year 
more officers than the Republicans and forty millions of money more 
than was es last year. 

What a splendid tribute to Republican management, or what a fraud 
was the ery of Democratic economy ! 

Never was a general call for higher salaries in every Department more 

more indefensible. When we are at peace, when the busi- 
ness of the internal revenue and the customs service have shranken 
with the depression of the country, when a dollar is harder to earn and 
will buy more than at any time since the Government was founded, I 
protest against any increase of salaries, fixed incomes to be paid 
out of the declining wages of labor and cheapening products of the farm 
and mill and mine. 


But after the extravagance of this House at this session you gentle- | 
men of the majority are hardly the persons to turn and rebuke the | 


new heads of the administration for the extraordinary discrepancy be- 
tween their and your leud professions and protestations of economy 
and reform in the public service, and the enormous increase of ex- 
penditares proposed for 1887 in running the Government. Alas, ad- 
ministrative reform too is a failure ! 

The efforts of the chairman of appropriations [Mr. RANDALL], aided 
by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN], can not stem the tide 
of The protests of the gentleman from 


, me I | as the Republicans were. 
ign thunder, and the Democratic administration demands more men | 





—— es 
ee 


| right to object now. 


| money and make more offices than the Republicans had, grow more 


purpose. a a : 
In these and many like instances those early spasms of economy now | and more pathetic as he saw his followers sweep away the surplus and 


begin upon a deficit. 

If you who are the majority are convinced that you areas dangerous 
to the country as your leaders say you are, and if you believe the coun- 
try is fast finding it out, you should pass the appropriation bills and go 
home. You are forced to abandon all pretense of being as economical 
You postpone great questions to consider 
small ones. You waste the people’s timeand money. Thereis a fleck 
of war cloud on our Northeastern horizon. Take back, therefore, some 
of the money you have just voted to waste on obscure bayous and creeks, 
that with it we may begin to fortify our defenseless coasts on the lakes, 
oceans, and gulfs. 

Watch the flock of public building bills now fluttering over our heads. 
Already this session $4, 167,737.50 have been appropriated in one House 
or the other for these purposes, and as much more will be fought for if 
this session be prolonged. I beg you to save that sum to build up the 
Navy. 

Remember that the pensions justly due the defenders of the nation, 
their widows and orphans are a sacred obligation. Keep the money 
we will need for these debts of honor safe from the tramp of the army 
of schemes crowding the Calendar, coming with ‘‘the Constitution and 
an appropriation.’’ 

If you remain all summer there is no hope that you may pass the ed- 
ucational bili, for the majority here are deaf to the warning that the 
tide of illiteracy rising in this country, higher and higher in the South, 
is the greatest danger of the Republic. They do not accept the saying 
of Martin Luther: 

Ignorance is more dangerous for a people than the armies of an cnemy. 

But there is danger that you may embrace that eminently Ameri- 
can, that truly constitutional scheme, the Tehauntepec Canal, with its 
enormous demand for $37,000,000. 

You have returned to our father’s house hungry and thirsty and 
reckless as an erring prodigal son. You have grievously disappointed 
the great body of the people, both the Republicans and the sincere Dem- 
ocrats, all the citizens who desire under all administrations an econom- 
ical, honest, and capable Government. [Great applause. ] 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. BLOUNT reported that the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union had, according to order, had under considera- 
tion the bill (H. R. 8974) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1887, and for other purposes, and had come to no reso- 
lution thereon. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iask, by unanimous consent, that the general de- 
bate on the legislative, &c., appropriation bill be closed at 1 o’clock to- 
morrow. 

Mr. HISCOCK and others objected. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I suggest that the debate shall be closed in so 
many hours, because the whole time before the hour fixed for to-mor- 
row may be taken up by other business. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Say then in three hours. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will try then to-morrow to arrange the time. 


POLYGAMY. 

Mr. OATES. I ask by unanimous consent to submit a report from 
the Committee on the Judiciary. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
TUCKER], chairman of the committee, prepared the report, but being 
necessarily absent suggested to me to make it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will send it up. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (S. 10) to amend an act entitled “An act to amend section 5352 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States in reference to polygamy, and for other 
purposes,’’ approved March 22, 1882. 

Mr. OATES. Iam directed to report a substitute for that bill. 

Mr. CAINE. I object to the presentation of that report. I do not 
mean any disrespect to the gentleman. 

Mr. OATES. Does not the objection come too late? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair said the report will be sent up and will 
be received if there be no objection. The gentleman could not know 
what the report is until the title of the billis read. The Chair sup- 
poses, therefore, if the gentleman has a right to object at all, he has a 
There is some doubt whether the gentleman from 
Utah, being a Delegate and not a Member, has the right to object. 

Mr. OATES. I make that point. 

Mr. RANDALL. I suppose the Chair would like to look into that 
point before deciding it. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 
proceedings of the House. 

Mr. OATES. I only want to have the report go upon the House 


It may be a very important one in the 


“ here. passionate 
New York [Mr. Hewrrr] against the reckless waste here go unheeded. | Calendar and be printed. 








3438 


The SPEAKER. It is desirable to have this point decided, because 
at some time it may become an important question. 

Mr. RANDALL. And lead to difficulty. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hold the question under considera- 
tion until to-morrow morning. 





ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. FISHER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the following titles; 
when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 2971) granting a pension to Francis Deming; 

A bill (H. R. 2968) granting a pension to Harriet Peak; 

A bill (5. 206) to provide for the erection of a public building in the 
city of Zanesville, Ohio; 

A bill (8. 342) granting a pension to Marilla Parsons, of Detroit, 
Mich; 

A bill (S. 763) for the erection of a public building at Sioux City, 
Towa; 

A bill (S. 1016) granting an increase of pension to Abel Comstock; 

A bill (8S. 1192) granting a pension to Alfred Denny; 

A bill (8. 1288) granting a pension to Robert Halsey; 

A bill (S. 1382) for the relief of Lydia O. Hutchings; 

A bill (S. 1383) granting a pension to Harriet Welch; 

A bill (S. 1400) granting a pension to William H. Beck; 

A bill (S. 1466) granting an increase of pension to Stephen R. Smith; 

A bill (S. 1467) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret Smith; 

A bill (S. 2005) granting a pension t Mary J. Nottage; and 

A bill (8S. 2025) granting a pension to James Butler. 

The hour of 5 p. m. having arrived, the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BLAND: Petition of Robert Ship and others, of Texas County, 
Missouri, for the passage of Senate bill 1886—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. BOYLE: Resolutions of Col. J. F. McCullough Post, No. 367, 
Department of Pennsylvania, Grand Army of the Republic, of Waynes- 
burg, Pa., for the passage of Senate bill 1886, for the relief of soldiers 
of the late war—to the same committee. 

By Mr. C. R. BRECKINRIDGE: Papers relating to the claims of 
Charles W. Belknap; of Kate M. Price, administratrix of J. J. John- 
ston; and of James Furlong, of Arkansas County; and of Eveline T. 
Beasley, of Monroe County, Arkansas—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: Petition of George W. Corn, John M. Ben- 
nett, John P. Kennerby, John Chitwood, and Linton Riddle, of Frank- 
lin County; ofSallie Crisp, executrix of Jared Crisp, of Stewart County; 
of Montgomery Woods, of Hawkins County; of Henry H. Hubbard, 
of Jefferson County; of estate of Mrs. James K. Buchanan, of David- 
son County; and of D. 8. Noe, of Hamblin County, Tennessee, asking 
for the payment of their war claims—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CLEMENTS: Petition of W. 8. Cheney, of Cobb County, 
Georgia, for reference of his claim to the Court of Claims—to the same 
com mittee. 

By Mr. DIBBLE: Papers relating to the claim of John Slatterly, of 
Charleston, 8. C.—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Memorial relative to the claim of John 
IF. Donahower—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HAMMOND: Papers relating to the claims of Peter Lynch, 
of John M. Nace, and of John Ficken, of Atlanta; of John E. Elam, 
of Asa Braswell, of William Goddard, of Elizabeth Wright, of Zadock 
C. Baker, and of Shelton C. Campbell, of De Kalb County; of Thomas 
Dye, trustee of Sarah Dye, of Allen J. Neal, and of B. D. Vaughan, 
of Fulton, Granville, and Clayton Counties, Georgia—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Petition of the United States Maimed 
Soldiers’ League, praying for the passage of Senate bill 2056, increasing 
pensions $6 in amputation cases—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, 

Also, resolution of the Iowa State Traveling Men’s Association, favor- 
ing the passage of a bill relieving commercial travelers from special 
tax for selling by sample in cities—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HERMANN; Statement toaccompany House bill 9280, for the 
relief of J. R. Frierson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. IRION: Papers relating to the claim of Eugene Oubré, of 
Point Coupee Parish, Louisiana—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. JACKSON: Petition of soldiers of Luther Day Post, Gran 
Army of the Republic, in favor of the passage of Senate bill 1886—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KING: Petition of J. Walter Blandford, for compensation 
for services as clerk to the Committee on Levees and Improvement of 
the Mississippi River—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. MORGAN: Papers relating to the claim of William M. K. 
Hall, of Marshall County, Mississippi—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 
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By Mr. MORROW: Petition of Assembly No. 3657, Knights of [.a- 
bor, of San Francisco, Cal., against the free-ship bill—to the Select 
Committee on American Ship-building and Ship-owning Interests 

By Mr. NEAL: Petition of A. Womack, of McMunn County, Tey. 
nessee, for the payment of war claim—to the Committee on War Claims 

By Mr. NEECE: Resolutions of Reynold’s Post, No. 559, Grand Army 
of the Republic, for additional pension legislation—to the Committe. 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OATES: Petition of 58 colored citizens of Lee County, Ala- 
bama, for an appropriation to enable them to emigrate to Liberia—to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. J. J. O'NEILL: Petition of Knights of Labor of Manistee. 
Mich., favoring the eight-hour law for all persons under twenty-one 
years of age—to the Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. PETERS: Papers relating to the claim of Joseph H. Egner, of 
Independence County, Arkansas—to the Committee on War Claim: 

3y Mr. RIGGS: Petitionof J. H. Dyerand 443 others, of Scott County, 
Illinois, for the passage of Senate bill 1886—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. STORM: Petition of Elizabeth M. Dresher, Sarah B. Broth- 
erton, and 89 others, citizens of Philadelphia, asking for the better 
protection of young girls in the District of Columbia—to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. STRAIT: Petition of D. F. Kelly and 74 others, members of 
J. L. Haywood Post, No. 83, Grand Army of the Republic, of Minne- 
sota, praying for the passage of Senate bill 1886, for the relief of dis- 
abled soldiers of the late war—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

By Mr. ZACH. TAYLOR: Petition of Pinckney Walton, of Harde- 
man County, and of 8. B. Person, administrator of Benjamin R. Per- 
son, of Madison County, Tenn., asking that their war claims be referred 
to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: Petition of 132 citizens of Scioto County, 
Ohio, for the passage of Senate bill 1886, granting pensions, &c.—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: Petition of 9 citizens of Dexter, Cook 
County, Texas, asking for the passage of Senate bill 1886 for the relief 
of soldiers of the late war honorably discharged after three months’ 
service, who are disabled and dependent upon their own labor for sup- 
port, and of dependent parents of soldiers who died in the service or 
from disabilities contracted therein—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WHEELER: Petition of Abraham McGee, asking that his 
war claim be referred to the Court of Claims— to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. WINANS: Petition of William H. Pullen and 50 others, 
soldiers and citizens of Fewlerville and vicinity, Livingston County, 
Michigan, praying for the passage of the Mexican pension bill—to the 
Committee cn Pensions. 


SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, June 9, 1886. 


Prayer oy the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills received yesterday from the House of Represent- 
atives were severally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds: 

A bill (H. R. 1391) to provide for the erection of a public building 
in Springfield, Mo.; and , . 

bill (H. R. 1983) to increase the appropriation for the erection o! 
98 public building at Reading, Pa. 

The bill (H. R. 7887) torepeal all laws providing for the pre-emption 
of the public lands, the laws allowing entries for timber-culture, the 
laws authorizing the sale of desert lands, and for other purposes, was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. BUTLER. Mycolleague [Mr. Hampton] hashad another terri- 
ble family affliction, which will detain him from the Senate for some time. 
I therefore ask for him a leave of absence from the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from South Carolina 
present requests a leave of absence for his colleague, who is absent on 
account of sickness in his family. An indefinite leave of absence wil! 
be granted, if there be no objection. The Chair hears none. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CALL. I t petitions from workingmen in the navy-yards 
at Brooklyn, New York, Norfolk or Portsmouth, and Philadelphia, pray- 
ing for the passage of the bill (S. 2268) to grant leaves of absence to em- 
ployés in the United States navy-yards. The bil) provides that any 
employé of a United States navy-yard who may be injured in the per- 
formance of his duty shall be allowed leave of absence with pay during 
the period of sickness in consequence of such inquiry. The Committee 
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on Education and Labor have authorized me to report the bill this | A bill (H. R. 5550) to provide for the erection of a public building 
morning, and I move that the petitions lie on the table. | Duluth, Minn. ; 
The motion was agreed to. | A bill (H. R. 868) appropriating money for the completion of the 
Mr. BUTLER. I present the following dispatch, with a view of | public building at Frankfort, Ky. ; 
having it referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry: | A bill (H. R. 4498) authorizing an additional appropriation of $25,000 
We, citizens of Spartanburg city, S.C., respectfully request the Senators from | fT the court-house at Keokuk, lowa, to make the same tire-proot 
South Carolina to use your influence in defeating the oleomargarine bill. We A bill (H. R. 5251) making an appropriation for the repairs and en 


believe it is protection of the worst type and unfair. If it is the policy of the | Jargement of the post-office and court house at Des Moin _ Towa, and 
Government to encourage rather than stifle all industries which are injurious |. > Meath therefor: and 

to the country, let the people buy oleomargarine as they would another article | ¥X!Ng & limit therefor; and so 

of food. . ' A bill (H. R. 6665) for the erection of a pubiie bu ling at El Paso, 


The dispatch is signed by Joseph Walker, mayor, B. F. Shookley, ” te. MAHONE, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
a leading merchant, por ohn er ee ene ane ben to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2148) to amend an act entitled 
ness men of the aa of Spartanburg. pits **An act to provide a building for the use of the United States circuit 

The PRESIDE} Fon mangers. If there be no objection the tele- and district courts of the United States, the post-oflice, and other Gov- 
graphic dispatch wi A received as @ memorial, and referred to the | cr»ment offices at Williamsport, Pa.,”’ and making an additional ap- 
Cee eTTE Tid casrented renchutions adopted by Friendship Assem propriation therefor, reported it with amendments, and submitted a 

a ; J. ; asseni- | report thereon. 
bly, pry ct oe Ill., ne against the _— ie also, from the same committee, to whom were referred the fol- 
of the 7 Se ou to place # tax eee. easter which lowing bills, moved their indefinite postponement; which agreed to: 
were ref -- At noe ee ture 1 ; ene he ” A bill (8. 1572) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to providea build- 

Mr. Mc Ma s oie th t -| oo — - & at ot ing for the use of the United States circuit and district courts of the 
Dee ed Pa nach crpse pr es oe 1 nae - feit United States, the post-office, and other Government offices at Will 
banks 7 ” © American gold and silver coin scale and counter eit iamsport, Pa.,’’? and making an additional appropriation therefor; 
on “eck hgeae oop Departments and offices where — - A bill (S. 247) to provide for the erection of a public building 
ne on which was referred to the Committee on Post- Asheville, N. C.; and 

Mr. GORMAN presented the petition of Albert Greenleaf, praying to Pp: - ~ (8. 45) providing for the erection of a public building at FI 
be allowed compensation for service on the coasts of California and | ~ “\? am 


; J . - 7 Mr. FAIR, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
— the Mexican war; which was referred to the Committee bill (H. R. 4412) for the relief of John A. Coan, reported it without 
0 ° 


| 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
Mr. VANCE, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 299) for the relief of Sarah 8. Watson, administratrix of the estate of 
' whom was referred the bill (S. 1212) for the further protection of prop- Hugh P. Watson, deceased, late of Montgomery, Ala., submitted an ad- 

erty from fire and safety of lives in the District of Columbia, reported | Y¢'S€ report thereon, which was agreed to; and the bill was postponed 
it with amendments. indefinitely. a : 

Mr. MAHONE, from the Committee on Public Buildingsand Grounds, Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
to whom were referred four admendments intended to be proposed to the bill (S. 2498) for the relief of Thomas Chambers, asked to be dis- 
the sundry civil appropriation bill, reported them severally without charged from its further consideration, and thatit be referred to the Com- 
amendment, and moved their reference to the Committee on Appropri- mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads; which was agreed to. 
ations; which was agreed to 


‘ He also, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. The amendments relate to specific cases of bill (S. 710) for the relief of the State National Bank of Louisiana, re- 


public buildings ? ported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. MAHONE. Yes, sir. Mr. CALL, from the Committee on Education and Labor, to whom 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I ask that the amendments be stated from | ¥*S referred the bill (S. 2268) to grant leaves of absence to employ¢s of 
the desk. the United States navy-yards, reported it with an amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendments referred to will Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
be read. Roads, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2066) to amend section 3894 


The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the amendments. 

Mr. HARRIS. What is the necessity for reading the amendments? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Iowa [Mr. WIL- 
s0N] has asked that they be read. 

The proposed amendments were read, as follows: 


of the Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to the transmis- 
sion through the mails of lottery, gift-enterprise, and other circulars, 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 800) to authorize Dr. C. E. Price, assistant 
surgeon United States Army, to receive pay for discharging the duties 
of physician to the Hooper Valley Indian reservation, such services 
having been performed at the request of the proper officers of the Inte- 


To enlarge and complete the public building at Harrisonburg, Va.,as rec- 
ommended by the Secretary of the Treasury, the sum of $40,000 is hereby ap- 
out of any money in the not otherwise appropriated. 
ioscenry be, an 


the Secretary of the he is hereby, authorized and di- | rior Department, reported adversely thereon; and the bill was post- 
rected to purchase a site for, and cause to be erected thereon, asuitable building, ned indefinitel : ; 
with vaults therein, for the accommodation of the custom-house, at po y- ; s 
the city of Portland, in the State of O ; and plans, specifications, and full He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
estimates for said build chal be pooviowst inne and approved according to | (S. 2577) for the relief of J. R. Frierson, of Oregon, asked to be dis- 
law, and shall not exceed for the site and complete the sum of $350,000: 


Provided, That the site shallleave the ~ itod aecadtinnto, charged from its further consideration, and that it be referred to the 


adjacent buildings by an open space of not less than 40 feet, including streets | Committee on Military Affairs; which was agreed to. 
and al ; and no mioney appropriated for this purpose shall be available until He also, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
a valid Silo to tho cite of ne ee Sewenes =~ a BOE bill (S. 2000) for the relief of P. B. Sinnott, late Indian agent at Grand 
diction over the oma during the time the United States shall be or remain the | Ronde agency, State of Oregon, reported it with an amendment, and 
owner thereof, for all purposes except the administration of the criminal laws of | submitted a report thereon. 
said State and the service of civil therein. y ‘om mi Taval Affairs ' 

For the of In din New Bedford, Mass., adjoining and additional to| Mr- McPHERSON, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom 
the lot of the purchase whereof is for by the act approved Feb- | Was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 60) for the purpose of tempo- 
— See, for the ce in said city, not exceeding $30,000 rarily increasing the number of assistant engineers in the United States 


Navy by restoring certain cadet-engineers named therein to their legal 
rights and to their proper office and rank in the United States Navy, 
authorizing and directing the President to appoint such cadet-engineers 
(graduates) assistant engineers, to commission them as such, and to 


$100,000 heretofore appropriated for the purpose, $75,000. 


Mr. MAHONE, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
to whom were referred the following bills, reported them severally 


without amendment: antedate their commissions, reported it with amendments. 
nee &. a a ar for the erection of the BILLS INTRODUCED. 
A bill (H. R. 7735) making an appropriation to complete the public} Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 2627) to regulate the pay of 


Hannibal, Mo., in accordance with the original plan of the 
of the Treasury, and to make the same fire-proof; 
368) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act to provide for 
public building in the city of Peoria, in the State of 
a May 9, 1882; 

5546) for the erection of a public building at Asheville, 


the officers of the Army and Navy who refuse or neglect to provide for 
the support of their families; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military A ffairs. 

Mr. HARRISON introduced bill (S. 2628) granting a pension to 
Joshua Parker; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


il 


N. C.; He also introduced a bill (S. 2629) granting a pension to Jane Brown 
A bill (H. R. 5547) for the erection of a public building at Savannah, | Dunn; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 


construction of a public building at La Crosse, Wis., in addition to the 


Ga.; 


papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
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Mr. GORMAN introduced a bill (S. 2630) for the relief of Miriam 
D. Brandt; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying paper, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. EUSTIS introduced a bill (S. 2631) to donate the United States 
marine hospital at New Orleans, La., to the city of New Orleans for 
educational purposes; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. EUSTIS. With the bill I send to the desk a resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of Louisiana asking that Congress pass the 
bill. I move that the bill and accompanying papers be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

AMENDMENTS TO SUNDRY CIVIL BILL. 

Mr. TELLER submitted two amendments intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which were ordered to 
be printed, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

JOHN i. KINKEAD AND OTHERS. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon. I submit an amendment which I in- 
tend to propose to the bill (S. 1353) referring to the Court of Claims 
for adjudication the claim of John H. Kinkead, Samuel Sussman, and 
Charles O. Wood, which was called yesterday on the Calendar, and I 
ask the attention of the Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGAN] and the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] to it. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Theamendment wil! lie on the table. 


WILLIAM J. MARTIN. 
Mr. MITCHELL, of Oregon, submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolwed, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to transmit 
to the Senate full and complete copies of all papers, affidavits, and other evi- 
dence on file in his Department relating to the claim of William J. Martin, of 
Oregon, for a balance alleged to be due and owing him under an con- 
tract for beef-cattle made with Lieut. G. W. Hawkins in June, 1849, and for the 
alleged delivery of beef-cattle under such alleged contract for the use of the 
Army, together with copies of any orders or adjudications made by the Depart- 
ment in reference to the same. 


JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. 


Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Some time ago the Senate passed the bill 
(S. 1286) to change the limits of certain judicial cireuits, to establish a 
new judicial circuit, and for the appointment of a judge for the same. 
After the of the bill I entered a motion to reconsider. Ishould 
like to have the bill taken up for the purpose of withdrawing the mo- 
tion, in order that the bill may stand passed and go to the House of 
Representatives. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the bill re- 
ferred to will be considered as pending with a view to allowing the Sena- 
tor from Iowa to withdraw the motion to reconsider. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I withdraw the motion to reconsider. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Iowa proposes to 
withdraw the motion to reconsider. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and the bill stands passed. 

MARY F. POTTS. 


Mr.COCKRELL. While I was unavoidably outof the Senate Cham- 
ber a few days ago Order of Business 226, being the bill (S. 244) for 
the relief of Mary F. Potts, was passed by the Senate, extending a patent 
right. I desire to enter a motion to reconsider the vote by which that 
bill was passed, and I ask to let it lie until the Senator from Connect- 
icut [Mr. PLATT] returns. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri moves 
to reconsider the vote by which a certain bill was passed. The bill 
having gone to the other House, an order will have to be made for its 
return. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask that an order be sent to the House of Rep- 
resentatives requesting the return of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the usual 
order will be made to recall the bill. 


FORECLOSURES OF MORTGAGES. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair calls attention to the fact 
that Order of Business No. 236 was passed during his absence, after 
which he entered a motion to reconsider. The bill will be read by its 
title, and the occupant of the Chair will ask to have it recommitted to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The Cuter Clerk. A bill (S. 984) to regulate the foreclosure of 
mortgages and deeds of trust in the District of Columbia. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the motion 
to reconsider will be regarded as agreed to, and the bill will be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on the District of Columbia. The Chair 
hears no objection. 

EXECUTRIX OF WILLIAM WARD. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first business on the Calendar 
will now be stated. 

The bill (S. 1150) for the relief of P. L. Ward, widow and executrix 
of William Ward, deceased, was announced as first in order, and the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider it. It pro- 
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poses to pay to P. L. Ward, executrix of William Ward, deceas 
Norfolk, Va., $2,075.13, in full satisfaction of all Gaim for bee 
vegetables furnished by William Ward to the United States N 
in full satisfaction for hay sold to the quartermaster of the '; 
States Army. 


the petition of sai 


and eevaned to Mr. Harris,a member of the committee, for examination and 
repo*t. 


Ward, 
tract with the United States for supplying fresh beef and vegetables to the 
Navy at the Norfolk (Va.) station, an 

and testator on or about the 2ist of January, 1861, supplied the United States 
ship Plymouth with the articles named to the amount of $275.13, for which no 


Bureau of Provisions and Clothin: 
the fresh beef and vegetabl 





JUNE 9, 


-_ 
—. 


ed, of 
f and 
avy and 


i ted 


Mr. LOGAN. Let the report be read in that case. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by \1; 


March 10, 1886: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1150) for ; 


lief of P. L. Ward, widow and executrix of William Ward, deceased, beo - 
to offer the following report : ; 


Bills for the same claim as the present one passed the Senate at the Forty. 


sixth, Forty-seventh, and Forty-eighth Congresses, but each time failed of « ne 
sideration in the House. , 


At the second session of the Forty-sixth Congress Senator Harris, for the 


cones on Claims, made a report on this claim, which embodied clearly and 
bs ; 


all the facts in the case. 
The Committee on Claims of the Forty-seventh Congress, and again of the 


Forty-eighth Congress, adopted that report. 


Your committee adopt the same report, annexing hereto a copy, and 1 


mend the passage of the bill. 


[Senate Report No. 428, Forty-eighth Congress, first session. } 
The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 879) for the relic? 


of P. L. Ward, widow and executrix of William Ward, deceased, have exam- 
ined the same, and report thereon as fcliows: 


This claim was prmeentes to the Senate during the Forty-sixth Congress by 
executrix, which was refe to the Committee on Claims, 


On the llth day of February, 1880,the claim was favorably reported to the 
The 


Senate by Mr. Harris. The eee oe copy of the report : 
e 


— states that petitioner 
eceased. 


dow and executrix of William 
That in June, 1860, William Ward entered into a written con- 


that under said contract her late husband 


yment was ever made, and she refers to the records of the Navy Department 


for the proof. The committee sent the petition to the Navy Department with 
a request for such information in respec 
Department could furnish, and received from the Secretary the following reply : 


t to this claim as the records of that 


Navy DEPARTMENT, Washington, February 5, 1880. 
Sir: I have the honor to return herewith the petition of Mrs. P. L. Ward, ask- 


ing for payment ef $275.13,0n account of fresh beef and vegetables supplied by 
her late husband 
Navy, which tition was referred to this De 


William Ward, of Norfolk, Va., for the use of the United States 

ent by the honorable Secre- 
of War, in compliance ee req of the 15th ultimo. 

he account of the late Mr. Ward is correct as shown by the records of tho 

in this nt, with the exception that 

ies referred to were delivered to the United States 


steamer Brooklyn instead of the United States steamer Plymouth as stated in 
the petition. 


Very respectfully, 
a R. W. THOMPSON 
Secretary of the Ne 
Iion, 1.G. Harris, United States Senate. 


From which the committee is satisfied that the articles were furnished under 
contract as stated in the petition, and have never been paid for, and that the 
amount, $275.13, is justly due the claimant and should be paid. 

The petitioner also states that in the month of Au 1863, her testator entered 
into a verbal contract with Capt. Edwin Ludlow, of the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment of the United States Army, in the presence of the Hon. L. H. Chandler, 
United States attorney for that district, and one other witness, for the purchase 
of 60 tons of hay, at r ton, which was delivered by her said testator to 
the said Ludlow and by the Army of the United States. That shortly after 
the delivery said Ludlow left that locality without paying for the hay, though 


often having promised so to do. 
On the December, 1866, her late husband and testator addressed a letter 
to the Quartermaster-General asking payment for this hay so furnished, recit- 


ing the facts of the contract and delivery of the hay, and the fact that no voucher 
was given, poue eee Ludlow said it was not necessary to give a voucher, 
as he would pay for hay as soon as he received funds, which he was daily 
expecting; but he left there without paying, and without giving any voucher 
for the 60 tons of hay,and that upon diligent inqury he had never been abi 
to ascertain the residence of n Ludlow since that time. 

This letter is indorsed on the k as follows: 

‘I most unhesitatingly indorse the within statement. . 
“LH. CHANDLER, | 
“United States District Attorney for Virgi» 

“J.T. DANIELS.” 


On the 16th of January, 1867, this account was made out upon the regular 
printed form furnished by the Department, upon which the sale, delivery. and 
value of the hay, amounting to $1,800, and the loyalty of the claimant are prove: 
by the affidavits of the then claimants, William Ward, L. H. Chandler,and J. Rt. 

unter; and the respectability and loyalty of the said Ward, Chandler, and 
Hunter are ively certified to by John E. Doyle, justice of the peace ; and 
the respectability and loyalty of William Ward is also certified to by William 


‘ i r. * 
Wine on of al nee to the United States of William Ward is also exhib- 
. Bowden, clerk of the corporation court, certifies to the cit!- 
zenship, ey. and loyalty of William Ward, and to the official charac- 
ter of John E. Doyle as a justice of the peace for said county. 

The letter above referred to, by William Ward to the Quartermas- 
ter-General, and the proof above referred to were sent to the committee by the 
War Department in answer to a letter from the committee asking for such in- 
formation as the records of that Department could furnish as to the justice o! 
this claim. The following is the letter from the Secretary of War: 

War DepPaRTMEST. 
Washington City, January 30,1550. 

Sir: Acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, referring 
for information memorial of Mrs L. Ward for pay for certain quartermastet 
stores and beef delivered by her deceased husband, William Ward, in 1800 an« 
1863 to the Quartermaster’s Department of the Army and the naval station at 
Norfolk, Va., ras have the honor in reply to inclose herewith a lettcr 


from ard, ee oy his claim to the Quarter- 
aap ae paper which eaaatad ll the information on the subject the 
records of this Department afford. 











